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FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS 

CONNEOTED WITH THE MANAGEMENT OF TIIE 

MARINE AND E~fIGRANT HOSPITAL, 
QUEBEC. 

To the Honorable the President and lJIembers of the 
Erecutive Council of Canada: 

HOXORABLE GExTLE}[E",-The important and honorable position to 
which the voice of your country has raised you, has involved you in 
responsibilities, and imposed upon you duties of a high and sacred 
character. Although under constitutional government the rulers are 
elected b V a pa1·tv j the liberal action of modern legislation repudiates 
the practice of governing for Ct pm'tv. Oonvinced that each and 
every member of your honorable body is impressed with this convic
tion, and fully alive to the welfare, wishes and wants of the people in 
this Province, I respectfully submit the following pages for your 
attentive perusal and consideration, in sure and certain hope of your 
independent, judicious, prompt and benevolent action in the premises. 

I have the honor to be, 
Honorable Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. MARSDEN, M. D. 

A pamphlet having been printed by order of the Legislative Assem
bly, entitled, "Return to an Address of the Legislative Assembly to 
" His Excellency the Governor General, dated 3rd July, 1851, for 
" copies of all correspondence between the Government, the Board of 
"Trade, Dr. James Douglas, the Oommissioners, House Surgeon and 
" Visiting Physicians of the Marine and Emigrant Hospital, and other 
"parties, touching the management of the said establishment," in 
which I have been libelled, and my name most discreditably, mali
ciously, injuriously and falsely associated with certain persons, and par
ties, with whom I have not nor ever had any connexion whatever, I, as 
well in my own vindication, (since the Act of the Legislature deprives 
me of an action at law against my traducers,) as in justice to the Execu-
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tive Government over which you preside, present you with the follow. 
ing statements of facts. Anyone reading this "R~turn" and ~aving 
no other evidence of the management of the Manne and EmIgrant 
Hospital, would naturally supposc that I ha.d b~en a most officious and 
indiscreet meddler in the affairs of the InstItutIOn, as no reason what
eyer appears on the face of the Return, for my action in the matter. 

Doctor Painchaud, (of whom, being the Doyen of the medical pro
fession, I would, for its honor and credit, that I could in truth speak 
even negatively respectfully,) commences his attack upon me, at page 
8G, as the" wire puller" of the complainants of Hospital mismanage
ment and as "leagued with Cutter, the Steward, and with hirelings of 
the Hospital, turned off, like himself, for their bad conduct, and puts into 
their mouths oaths to establish the most revolting statements against 
honorable men of stainless character," &c. vYith reference to the 
last assertion of Dr. P., I will only refer to the case of an old lady 
who sought for her daughter, in the oveu, and there found her; and, 
on being asked how she thought of looking in such a place as the 
oven for her daughter, replied that she had once been there hersel£ As 
for :\Ir. Cutter, so far from being leagued with him, I knew nothing 
whatever about his difficulties, or position, until after he had been 
suspended from his office. "The Return" throughout, from the 
first mention of my name to the last, charges me with most unworthy 
motives for my course, in reference to the Institution, and as being 
leagued with others against it; but I now, once and for all, disclaim 
any connexion or collusion with any person or party whatsoever. 

At the time I complained to the Commissioners of the death of the 
late Charlotte Crosby, (who had been a servant with my brother-in
law, F. Andrews, Esq., Adyocate, up to the time of her admission 
into the Hospital, and) who died from improper medical treatment, and 
was buried in a Roman Catholic Cemetery, although a Presbyterian, 
I was not aware of the complaints of the Board of Trade, Dr. James 
Douglas, or any other person whatsoever. Between Dr. James 
Douglas and myself, not the slightest sympathy has existed for many 
years past; and the first intimation I had of the action of the Board 
of Trade was about the 20th February, 1851, although a different 
opinion might be formed on reading Mr. Secretary Leslie's letter, at 
page 142, where he says: "His Excellency therefore regrets that 
whilst. you have not hesitated to put forth two specific charges, one 
of whIch appears to be based upon Dr. Marsden's letter, which is 
posterior in date to your first letter, preferring charges in general 
terms, the Board of Trade should," &c. If, therefore, my letter to 
the Boar~ of .Trade, in rep~y to an a~plicatioIt of that body, for copies 
of affidaVIts III my pORsessIOn, contallled anything that had reference 
to the ~harges of ~he Board of Trade, His Excellency was in error in 
supposmg that theIr charges were based upon information obtained at 
a posterior date; and the information obtained from me must there
fore be received, as confirmatory of the charges of the Board of Trade. 
I had not, howeyer) I repeat, had any correspondence or communica .. 
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'cion with the Board of Trade, previous to the date of my letter to 
that body, nor have I since. 

At page 91;. in reply to a letter of Dr .. J .. \. 'Yolfl"s. :)1'. Painchuud 
says, "Yon ('11 (I" ire of me in your note of'to-c]Qy, if there is an order 
prohibiting!)l', \Y. :'I["l',:lcn's admis:,ion into the wards of the )!ai'in~ 
Hospital, which he stated was a lie? This question has already been 
put to me and I answered then, as I do now," (21st Feb., l~D I) 
., in the affirmative. The I-Iouse :-:>urgeon rec"iveu an order ii'om 
two of'the visiting Physicians, Ill'. ,James DOllglad and myself. to 
deny Dr. ::I1ar,clen admission to the wanl:; during our absence." On 
this subject I address('d Dr .. J. Douglas in writing, who replied ill 
the same manner; ,. that, he had never given any such order in re
ference to J ','. },L\r:cc1cn," and tl1<'1t the Commisp,ioners alone had 
power to pao:; La,,'s &'e., but, that there was no Law ('fiiding me 
personally, excepting, what applied to every other member of the 
profession. A si.milar statement was also made to me by Dr. :Horrin, 
the Cbairman of the ('mml'issioners. VI'. Painchaud had, how('\·er. 
uttered his t:ll)"i(,:1~ion so often. that he at In,,t seemed to believe it 
himself; b'lt finding that no such Law existed, Ill'. Painehand suc
ceeded in obtaining the passing of a l;y-Iaw by the four ,_'omm;",iun
ers who sign the Heport having reference to me' pcrsonally ~ 

No gentleman would think of intruding himself into the wards of 
an Hospital excepting at the -,.i"it hoUl', and the annexed offiuavit i, a 
denial to the supposition that I had eger done so. 

PnOVIXCE OF C.\X_\D_\) } 

DISTRIC'T OF Qc f,:J;E(', f 
, lrnl(run JrUI·~I!"n, Doctm.' in ~i('diciIl~ of t1i(> 8it,; !If (i,~(·I!I'c. bcie.g duly 13WOru 

'upon the l[qly El: t 'IE!cli:,b.; of Almighty God, doth (j,'p(J,"'~ ,Ulll S:iY that. he !1<~Y('~', 
at any tillt(,; \~j.~it,_·d tb~ '\-LU'i.!s of the nial'ine awl Ellll!j],twt. L(11~l)ital of this C~ty, 
'-;X('E'lJting in 1.·(I~dll:UJ.y \~ or Ly p!::rmissi:ID !If one 01' illOl'8 (If the Yi:,:iti~\.'j 
Physic·iao.3, or alt' H,I':"" ul)h-\·itll,~i·:lli:Jin.~' th(~ 'l,::.~crtion (If Dr .. JI)·':;~:lJh 
Painchaud? to th~· ,_·"n1r:lry. 

Further deponent ;:;~jth 1l(1t, amI has signed., 

Dr. Painchalld's Law, however, prohibits my visiting the Hospital 
at all ~-perhaps he was right in obtilining it, as his practice will not 
always benr f;crutitly. vYhy did not Dr. Painchaud attack my P1'o,
fessional as well as lily moral character? rrhe one in the Physician 
is worthless witllOat the other. lIe knew that /I·(tk l"nl7. he could 
not impeach ('ill,,·!'. :;\[y professional reputation he knew to ~e 
beyond either hi:·; praise or his blame, and that he could not obtam 
the testimony of his coufreres to support him, who Dlone are compl'l
tent judges of such matters. But by what st,wdal'll does he try my 
moral character'? In the langnage of the satyrist, he 

" calls up baw ds alId bullies to his aid ;" 

Therefol'e we find at paO'e ID±, the affidavit of a 11181) who is living in a 
.state of open adllltery~ and against whose mther I have an action 
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pending in superior term, fo~ up,,:"ards of two .years p~st; t~e deci
sion of which, may deprive hUll of a large port lOll of hIS patnmony ; 
and, on the ipsa, dixit of a common prostitute with who~ my only 
intercourse was professional, having attended. her for an l.ntractable 
chronic disease which had baffled the sCIence and skIll of Dr. 
Painchaud and 'other medical men. Had Dr. Painchaud taken a 
ti~he of the pains, to investigate the facts contained in my letter, of 
the 1st of March, 1851, to the Commissioners, that he did to de
cei vc them, and to vilify my character, his position :lnd connexion with 
the :\Iariul' Hospital would have been more enviable. Evidence 
just as veracious as this affidavit, could be obtained from similar sources, 
by resorting to the same means, respecting any individual in the com
munity, fi'om His Excellency the (;oyernor General downwards; 
and monstrous and improbable as it would appear to many persons, 
hundreds and thousands would believe it, especially if printed by 
the authority of Parliament. At page 87, Dr. Painchaud, very 
benevolently, in his letter to ::'11'. Secretary Leslie, after having 
uttered every fabehood that could injure me in the eyes of 
His Excellency the Govel'l1or General, (in which I have too 
good reason to know that he succeeded,) says, "If I were 
allowed to consult the Police 11egister I might add a great deal more; 
but that is not permitted without an order of the Govel'l1ment." 
This dastardly insinuation is not worse, but a.3 bad as every other 
part of his tissne of falsehoods, real and constructiye, regarding me. 
Lest it should be imagined by anyone, that I had been in the habit 
of figuring in the Police Ilegisters, I have to request, that the Go
vernment will without delay issue the necessary order to permit Dr. 
Painchaud to refer to the Police Registers; and, I hereby authorize 
him to publish every thing he finds in them touching me, in any and 
eyery Newspaper in the Country. 

The "Ileturn," purports to be, a return of " all Correspondence 
between the Government, and other parties," touching the manage
ment of the Marine and Emigrant Hospital, but they are not all, nor 
arc, they cOJ'J'ect copies of correspondence as it went into the hands of 
the Commissioners, bef'o~e it reached the Government. I will, however, 
confine my remarks to what concerns myself. 

;\t page 234 :\Ir. Cleophas Beaubien, following the example of Dr. 
Painchaud, makes me the associate of :\Ir. Cutter and tbe malicious 
mover of all that affects him, after using my name in the same un
scrupulous manner that all Dr. Painchaud's polluted protegees have 
done, he says; "I may, I hope, he permitted to explain the motives of 
this dislike-this hatred of Dr. Marsden towards me. I pursued my 
first studies under him at Nicolet, but the drunken, debauched and 
i~1moral habits to which he had addicted himself, compelled my 
fnends to remove me from him, &c." Mr. Beaubien must have been 
under the same impression that some other parties who have aiven evi
dence were, viz; that his letter would never reach my eye gtherwise, 
he w~uldl1othave been foolish enough to have written thus, although 
he mlght have been sufficiently insincere Mr. C. Eeuclbien did not 
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commence his studies ~mde7' me, but under his cousin, Dr. J. O. 
Beaubien of St. Thomas, a f07'lIw7' pupil of mine, and, at the repeated 
and urgent solicitation of himself, and his parents, I consented to take 
him, with an apprentice fee; although, I intended as I informed 
them, to return to Quebec to reside, on the first favorable opportunity. 
His indenture was accordingly transferred to me and would have 
established the above faets,and contains a provision, that in the event 
of my removal from Nicolet, the indenture should be transferred to 
some one else. :\[r. Beaubien continued to be my pupil up to the 
ho~!r of my leaving Nicolet, when I left him j and not he me. 
I now demand of Dr. O. Beaubien who is practising, as Physician and 
Surgeon (having obtained his examination on my certificate) to say on 
his word of honour as a gentleman, (if he knows what that means,) 
whether, during the whole time he was with me, he either saw or 
heard of any clrltnkenness, debauchery 01' immo1'ality in me. Two 
cousins of Dr. C. Beaubien's had studied under me before him, one 
of whom, since dead at By town he succeeded, and the gentleman 
before named with whom he commence<l .his studies was the other, 
so that I was no stranger to Dr. O. BeaubIen. 

It must be borne in mind, that the whole of the mock trial of the 
four Commissioners was "e:l'par·te j" and will it be believed that the 
organ of such a trial was an Advocate' a practising Attorney! From 
the date of my first letter to the Oommissioners, to this hour, I have 
never been callc<l before them, nor asked for proof of the statements 
that my letters coutaine<l; nor have they seen fit, to publish my letter 
to them, although they have extracted the copies of affidavits which 
accompanied it, and acted on them, placing me in the unenviable posi
tion, as I have before stated of apparently being a volunteer grievance, 
monger. The so called report commences thus :--" Report of the Com
missioners of the .ThIarine and Emigrant Hospital, on the investigation 
ordered by them on the conduct of O. Eusebe Lemieux, House Sur
geon; Oleophas Beaubien, the Apothecary; an<l Jane Hamilton, a 
nurse in the said HospitaL" 

The Commissioners of the Marine and Emigrant Hospital beg most 
respectfully to submit to His Excellency the Governor General, and 
report that, on the beginning of :\1arch, they received from Dr. IY. 
::I1arsden, of this city, a letter accompanied by certain documents, 
purporting to be affidavits obtained by him from several indivi<luals, 
and containing se1·ions acct!sations against the House Surgeon, the 
Apothecary, and one of the nurses; but * the uncivil and threatening 
tone of his lettM' prevented the Oommissioners from taking any steps 
upon it. These chct1'ges, however, were of such a serio1,s cha1'Ctcter, 
that the Oommissioners themselves earnestly desired an investigation, 
&c." 

So, it appears, that the mock trial of the parties before named, 
was gone through on my account; although, "the uncivil and threat
ening tone of his letter prevented the Commissioners from taking any 
steps upon it." No wonder that the unfortunate victims who have been 

",. The italics are mine.-W. M. 
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dragged before the public in the Comm~ssioners report fonnded .on mr 
affidavits, should be revengeful and bitter towards me~ especIally ~f 
,they are not guilty. So far from" not taking steps upon It, however, 
they have taken the steps that have resulted i~ th~ir fabul?us report. 
Had the Commissioners published my commulllcatlOns, (whlCh for the 
sake of showinO' the uncivil and threatening tone they ought to have 
done,) it would"have forced upon them the investigation of cha~ges of 
I'l much more serious nature than those they have pretended to lllves
tigate. ,Yill the four Co~missioners inform the public, why their 
investigation was so cal~tio'usly one-sided j and why the ~o7wle of the 
evidence was not taken down, and sent to the Governor? vVhy, in 
fact, the evidence was not taken down as it ~cas given.'2 V\T ell might 
Dr. Lemieux "desire an investigation," knowing his peers. ,Yell might 
he desire it, hoping that the mock investigation of his four friends 
would prevent any further enquiry; but he, ostrich like, and in imita
tion of his honoraOle patron and prototype, Dr. Painchaud, imagines 
that if he can get his head into a bnsh he cannot be seen. The imma
culate and indignant Dr. Lemieux, brings up the rear-guard of the 
libelers of whom his patron formed the van; and each has shown 
himself worthy of his commander. At page 250, in his defensive, 
defamatory, and declamatory epistle to the Commissioners, which he 
modestly desires" may be submitted to His Excellency," he delivers 
himself of the following poetical and professional bathos ;-

" ::Ill'. Beaubien and I are, therefore, the victims of a plot hatched in 
the impure and fermenting filth of depraved hearts, whose poisonous 
ftimes make virtuous modesty sicken and wither; and he who under
took to manipulate the mixture, all in the cause of religion and mo
rality, is Doctor 'William Marsden. 

" It is fit that I apologise to you, Gentlemen, ifafter tearing the veil 
from the basest of conspirators, I have giyen too free a course to my 
indignation, and by the use of terms perhaps too energetic, have put 
slander out of countenance--slander be it remembered, which has 
pursued me open mouthed for six months with a fury of which I did 
not think men capable;" Y ery indignant and heroic truly! vVhen, 
where and how did Dr. 'Y. l\Iarsden slander him? It would have 
naturally been supposed, however, that even the sham investigation of 
Dr. Lemieux's patrons, in the first quarter of the year 1851, would 
not have heen entirely forgotten before the like period of the 
following year; but I fear that Dr. Lemieux's shadow follows him as 
he descends towards the setting sun. ,Vas it Dr. ,I'. Marsden that 
caused M1'. vVhelan, the late Steward, (and Mr. Cutter's predecessor 
and successor) to resign his situation clij'ectly into the hands of the 
Executive and (very properly taking the past as an index to the 
foture,) to give the four Commissioners the go-bye so soon after his ap
apointment to the office? vYas it Dr. ,V. Marsden who caused Mr. 
"nelan to say, "that he would rather return into honest poverty and 
indigence, than live in luxury or aflluence in an establishment that was 
no better than a common brothel?" The slander then, if slander it 
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be, that excited Dr. Lemieux's honest indignation, diel not terminate 
after" six months fury," but his ,~hatlow still haunts him, for" consci
ence makes cowards of US all." 

"Yill the four Commissiollers call on JlIr. 'IYhelan to confirm what 
he stated to His Excellency; or will they now claos him as one of the 
"unworthy and discharged senants 'I"' It is, hmvever, due to :\lr. 
"Whelan (who wiII now be denounced a~ a fresh conspirator,) to o-ive 
the words of the Commissioners thelmeln~s, in regard to him, i:'hen 
recommending him for the office of Steward, about to become vacant 
by their act. At page 11;. they (the four Commissioners) say," That 
should it please 'COlli' Excellency to dismiss:\1r. and ;Jrs. Cutter, and 
to appoint other persons in their place, the Commissioners should 
respectfully submit that, in their opinion, ~,Il'. and l\frs. Patrick 
"Whelan, who filled during many years (11; ~) before the nomination of 
I\Tr. and Mrs. Cutter, the situations of :~',tcY,,'~If(1 and :lTatron, are the 
most pro~er persons to be appointed, and that while'" the';T 1Ip1'1'[fht
ness, thell' acl-ilOl(,zcc7[fCclmoralit.'l cf couduct. 17/!:,." 1011[1 allelfC/ith
f111 Se!'CICCS. the l'0l'Crty /c7/1'"h 171<0.'1 (/1'e now SII.Ii;·I''-'':;, claim for 
them a re-cstahli"hmcnt in tho:,e situations." After this, will the four 
Commissioners call on :'Ill'. 'I'Ihelan for proofs; and will they think 
him worthy of credit? 

The abuses that exist in the :Ii arine and Emigrant Hospital are not 
of new or recent date; but are the result and accumulation of a long 
series of mismanagement; and I am conscientiously of opinion, that 
the most serious damage has been done to thi,; institution by the ap
pointment of men of the high, moral, and professional character ufthe 
two medical members vi' the Commission, who have wisely stood aloof 
from the absurd doiugs of the four lay Commissioners. It "eems para
doxical, that men should be bad from their very goodness; but so it is. 
The deservedly high standing of the,c two gentlemen, were a pllblic 
guarantee that the cluties de,'olving upon them would be well and 
faithfully discharged; and the public, as well as the Executive, is 
naturally unwilling to entertain complaints against an institution over 
which such men are supposed to preside; but the truth must be told. 
The C'hairman was placed on the latc Commissions nolens, volens, he 
having resigned his former Commis3ion avowedly from inability to 
dischar2'c the duties, in consequence of his other more important pro
fessiou~l occupations. The other gentleman from long continued ill 
health, was prei"ented from taking any ]"11't in the proceedings of the 
Commission. The long continued illeli"l" ,cit i"ll of this gentleman. 
whose professional attainments, and moral f,t~llding arc both o~ the 
highest order, has been a public as well G'; a prm1te loss. I-Iad eIther 
of these gentlemen been able to attend to thei," duties, as Commis
sioners the medical irreO'ularities (to use no harsher term) that haye 
disgrac~cl this Instituti~n, and out of whicl: all the other evils have 
arisen, never could have taken place. MedIcal men alone are fit to 
form opinions ou' medical subjects; anll, where differences exist 

"' My italics.-W. M. 
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between the medical officers of the Institution, and on medical matters, 
laymen are unable to decide between them. . . 

I will now give the document~ conn~ct~u with my complall1ts of 
the mismanagement of the Hospital sel'wtmt. 

On the Hth of February, It:l52, F. Anurews, Esq., called on me 
to ask my advice and assistance in reference to one .Charlotte C:osby, 
a servant of his who had died suddenly in the "l'IIanne. and Emigrant 
Hospital. The accompanying letter fr0m :\11'. A., wntte~ after o~r 
having stri,en in vain to get acn a ~;ght of the body, will explall1 
itself. 

QUEBEC, 17th Fell1"1tary, 185l. 

DE.AI'~ DocToR,-I have before me your note desiring Ole to give [L written 
statement of the particulars all,l the res':!lts of my ?pplication o~ ~hursday la,st, 
to the authorities of the :JIarine and Enugrant H0spital, for p:rnu,sslOn to see the 
body of the late Charlotte Cros),y, my former servant, thell lylllg aead, and I pro· 
ceed to comply with your rl''l"''st. .. 

On Thursday, the 14th instant, at about 1 0 A. M., on enqrnrlDg of a man whom 
I met in one of the 1 "",ages of the Hospital, if I could be infor~ed as to th.e truth 
of cet'tain iuformati"u I had re"ei\'cd uf the death of a paltent ll' the Hospital. I 
was showu ]'Y llim into, as he s"id, the Doctor's Room, in which was a gentleman 
whom I did not know, but thuught to be Dr. Lapdry, and whom I addressed as 
Dr. Landry, but have since ascertailled to be Dr. Lemieux, Adrlressing that 
gentleman, I asked him if he conld inform me, whether a young woman named 
Charlotte Croshy, had lately die,l in the liospital, ami was answere,l, "yes, she died 
the clay Leforo yesterday." After Sr<ll1C conversation as to the cause of her death 
and thc nature "f hal' disease, I enrluired whether she was yet buried, and was 
informall she was not, I theu J'(', jucstecl permission to ,ee her, but was im· 
mediately told I could not be pcrmitt"d, because a post mortem was about to take 
place. I urged, ovc'1' and 0\"('1' ag,jllt 111y eal'ne;;t d('~il'e to see h('l', in order, to 
satisfy myself that we both really allw \cd to the same persun. I sbted my Wlsh 
to sec her, that I might satisfy In,th l\'yself and ~Irs. Andrews as to the truth of 
her reported d,'alh ; that I ''''l,,'c«,d Mrs, Andrews in Town that morning, and 
supposed she would call at the Hl'spikll, and that I was about proceeding home 
to prcwut her sustaiuin:,; the shock of coming to the Hospital; and fiuding the 
young woman dl':lll, whum she infol'med me, upun the occasion of her lust visit to 
the Hospital, Was qnite I'eouyer"ll nfter her cOJ\fiucmeut. Iu auswer to which the 
Doctor stated that the youug woman was apparently quite l'E'clllcl'ed, that her 
death was Y"t'Y sneLlen, "fter only twelve hnurs illness, and said it would be well 
to pr,'vent :Ill'S, Anlll'ews oomiug, I al80 informed Dr. Lemienx that the young 
woman 1 "" I been aU!' servant fo» sOllle months, that she had no frie',ds iu the place, 
and that Mrs, Andrews felt f"r her, an,l took mnch interest in her and had several 
times visited her in the HospitaL Being at this time very anxio~s to be certified 
of the truth of the .mattel', I pressed upou Dr, Lemieux, the reasonableness of my 
request, and ~,kedlf the bOlly had been operated upon, and was answered, "No, but 
that eV,ery thmg was ready." I stated I had no desire to disarrange it or tonch it, 
and bemg stlll refused permission to ol'e it, while endel1voriug to discover the 
rea~on, the ide:> suggested itself it might be because the body WaS exposed, upon 
'ThlCh I asked If such was the case, and being auswered it was, I immediately de
Sisted from ~1llyfurtherreSluestto see it, Uponlcaving the Hospital, I met at the 
door, Dr. Pmneh"ud entermg, of whom I made enquiries concerning the disease aud 
death of the young woman, but did not repe[)t to him any wish to see her, for the 
same reason th"t preYcJOlted my further urging it to Dr. Lemieux. Dr, Painchaud 
then told me she had dlCd after twelve hours illness. • 

These are the p:"rticu~ars of what .took place in the Hospital. I wish, however, 
to add, that at all mtervlew: I have. SlUce had with Dr. Lemieux, at my own office, 
he seemed ~o be under the llnpresslOn that he had, and in fact he then asked me if 
he had not mfol'l11ed me at the Hospital that the reason I was not allowed to see 
,the body, was that the head and stomach had been operated upon, and if he had 
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not then informed me, I might see the body if I would return at 3 o'clock in the 
afternoon. I then told the Doctor what I uuw reiterate most distinctly, that no 
such information was given, nor did any convcrs[1tion of the kill,] take pineo. In 
fact had nny such thing occnrre.I, I should have been quite satisfied, instead of 
leaving the Hospital [IS I .Ii.I with feelings quito the reverse. 

I am, dear Doctor, 
Yours truly, 

FREDERICK ,\NDREW:'l. 
WILLL'" )L'''SDEX, ESQ., ~I.D. 

P.S,-I find I have nmilte.I to notice th" question you I'ut me as to the Re
ligious pl'ofession of Charlotte Crosby. She ,vas a Presbyterian, and the members 
of my family inform me she had [I strong aversion to the doctrines of the Romish 
Church 

The following was at the same time addressed by Mr. Andrews to the 
Commissioners, from whom he received the am,ver accompanying:-

QUEBEC, 17th Feby., 185l. 

GE:<TLE:lIE'<,-As the person in whose sen-ice the late Charlotte Crosby was fit 
the time of her entering the Marine He,spital, find by whose instrumentality her 
admittance to the Hospital was procured, and as the only friend she had in this city, 
I beg leave tu request of you her body for interment, according to the rjtes of her 
Church, nnlling after enquiry at the different Protestant Cemeteries that she has not 
been intened in any of them. 

I am driven to adopt this course, ill ('jlll.~\.'(-ll1(~n(·e of my L~lYill~ been denied 
by the H(Ju~\.." Surgeon of the Hospital, t.:Yell tht' Pl'l'lllissi(lll til H'C' LeI' body when 
slle lay dead in the Hospital. 

I have, Gentlemen, the honor to lio, 
Your olJcdient servant, 

To TIlE COM:;\IISSIOXEllS OF TIIr: 

~l-uu.:\:c A~D E)!IGll.'J."KT HOSPITAL. 

F. ANDREWS. 

ROPITAL DE LA MArtINE E'r DE~ EMIGRES. 

QUEBEC, 10 Fivri,,-, 1852. 

:JIO:-;:-;IFl'TI,-.J'ai l'honueur d'aCr)1.,,-r'l' l'1:'ception de yotl'C' lcttre ell date du 17 
dn (,Ulll'ant, et de vow, informer en rep In-.;c· que 'Votre clemande du ('c:I'P:5. de Char
lotte (;)'11::::.1)). pour l'euterrer, est pal',(>nne kGp tarcl alL""\: Oomllnssancs pour 
(-!u'il" Pl1 . ..;,.;t:ut y acced<:r, cette femme tleceuec le ODze ayuut ete cllterl'eC Ie 
quatvrze dn courant. 

FREDERICK A~DREWS, Ecuier 
&c., &c., &-c., 

Quehec. 

J'"i l'honneur d'etrc, 
JYlollsienr, 

Vo1,],(' obeissant scrvitcur, 

N. C'.\S:\ULT, 
S. T U. Jf. JI. et E. i1f. 

Seeing that there "',lS no possibility of obtaining sight. of the body, 
or of ascertaining the cause of her sudden death, exceptmg hy means 
of an inquest, "JIr. Andrews waited on th.e Coroner, ~nd I .pro?eeded to 
the Durial Ground bclongin'T to the Hospital. The followll1g IS an affi
davit which I made in r~-bufal of an aflidavit at page %, of theReturn, 
purporting to be the affidavit of Thomas Bockley, and was obtained by 
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Dr. Painchuud. Its French origin is evident both in its style a~d. in 
the spelling of the name, Thomas Bockley for Buckl?. In addItIOn 
to the followinrr affidavit I have to state, that the Chmrman of the 
Commissionersbinformed ~e, that Buckley had told him the circum
stances of my yi.,it to the Durial Ground at the time, and that his 
statement and mine were alike. 

PRO"VIXCE OF CANADA, 

DISTRlUT OF QUEBEC. 

Willia,,: lffa}'s,fen, Doctor in Neclieine. of the City of Quebec, beingdnly sworn npon 
the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, doth depose and s"'y; That on or :tbout the 
fifteenth of February last, this Deponent went t,} the bunal gr?ull<l, known as the 
:Marin8 Hospital Burial UrlJund, iH.'al' "Gras PU1," alld speakIng to a 11lan whonl 
be lx·li,·,es to be Thomas Buckel)" the Sexton. asked him whether the bo,ly of or", 

Charlotte Crosby had be"ll buried. and received for answer that ,. h,' dill not 
know," as he wos not rl<r'll1siwd with the naliles of the bo,iLcs he buned, but merely 
the sex and reliaion ; 'but that the last body brought to the ground was a female. 
und fl. Roman C~thulic. [md was llut yet lJlll'iccl. but was lying in the dC:IJ hOli2!.:, 
Depouellt then asked him (Buckley) if he would allow him to see tho body, in 
order til identify it, as the friends of the deceased were trying to get a CorODer''3 
inquest upon it, whereupnn he r~'ldi.~d, that he suppnsed Df'ponent might see it, 
und he hoped he woulJ get no IJLu1l0 !';.Jl' Shlf\\'illg" it, which Dep0llcut assured b.i.lll 
he would not. 

On seeing the ]}c)(l,r, Deponent at "liCe identified it fiS the body of Charlt,tte 
Croshy, and "d,"iserl him (Bucklc'y) not to bury it until after Monelay, as by that 
time there would probably uc an inCjuest, in which case the body would h",e to 
he disiuterred. 

Fmlltn, Deponent Builh that he never said to Buckley or any other perSt'li, 
that he hod 1111 order fro", the but that Buckley would get one if an in-
'luest were held: nor does Depuncnt that Buckley ever said so, althongh 
it is so staterl in an affidavit to which his nallO and a cross are affixed. 

Fmther, Deponent saith not allll hath signed. 

Sworn hefore me. this 7th Ja)" of Fe.!.>y .• }, 
It).51, at the City (Jf C2tkl)c('. 

G. I-IENDEl\::;u~) J. P. 

W~I. MARSDEN, M.D. 

The foregoing affidavit is also an answer to the Coroner's letter to 
Dr. Painchal1d at page ~i'. I was informed by one of the CGmmi,,
sioners that the charge of proselyting Charlotte Crosby had been 
repelled by one Jane Hamilton, a nurse, an,l a Protestant; awl 
having heanl that she was a woman of doubtful repntation, and un
worthy of credit, I obtained one of the affidavits published in the 
retul'll ; but was .-;0 mnch surprise,l by the clisclosnrcs it contained as to 
expre:;s my doubts of the tmth of the statements made, before they 
were sworn tu. when the party persisted in the truth, declaring that 
she could sene! me plenty more witnesses, which she did; and all 
t~le remaining affi,luYits, excepting two, were obtained from the par
t:cs who came,'"obntanly to my house, everyone of vihom I call
tlOlled, on takll1g down such parts of their evidence as was sworn to 
not to stat~ any thing ?ut what they knew themseh-es. ' 

I now gn"c .t,;o COpl~S of letters sent me by the Coroner, as h\8 
excuse for clccllllElg an mquest. . 
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QUEBEC, 15 Fe1'1'ia, 1851. 

MOXSIEUR,-Je ,iens de l'Hupital de b, )hrine ctj'ai yu votre.lettre d'hier 
au sujet de la mort de Charlotte Cr",1»)"; je ne elout.e pas, que cclui qui vous ~ 
informe elu cas, n'ait He de bonue foi, et que ee qu'il vous a clit, etuit de nature 
a ",uus detel'miller '-1 une enqlh!-lt'. ]'lai~ mOll e1e1' 11lOl1sieul', de tout cela il n'en 
est rieu; je sais que par lllalice et pal' Yengenllce, il y a quelqu'Ull qui 'cle1'che 
tous les moyens de troubler la paix de I'Hupital; je yais entrer dans les details 
du cas, et YOUS nllez VOllS convaincre qu'il n'y a pas 1'0lnbre ~l l'inV'estigation le
gale: Charlotte Crosby est accouchee tres-heureusemeut, a l'H"pital de la Marine 
il y a une quiuzaine de jours; elle se preparait a sortir prochainemcnt de l'Hopi
tal, pour s'ellgager COlllll1e nourice; Ie 7 du courant, fappers:us quelques taches 
(erythema) sur sou visage, je pl'l'~el'iyis un pUl'gatif, ct ('ette menace J'el'Gsip€!le 
disparut, Ie 11 matin elle tomba en convulsions; je ]a trouvui dans uu etat a 
demi cOl"l1nteux, tr0s-irritable, et donnullt quelques signes de cOllllaissance, ello 
eut une convulsion durant mn ,isite; et je ne doutai plus quej'avais it combattr 
cette fatale mahldie leresipe!e des ?lou'velles accoucluies; j'upprouvai ce qu'avait 
fait Ie mecleein residant dans mon absence, et je preseri"is ; I" Dr. Jackson vin t 
--visiter 1a malacle a ll1a. pl'iere Ie tl'aitement 3. ete energique et suivi; Ie Dr. 
Rowan s'est trouV8 a l'uutopsiej Ie cerveau n'annonyuit l'icn d'extrrwrciin::ul'o, ex
cepte les membranes qui nous parurent un peu infeetees; tout allait done a 
nous convaincre que la mnladie etait l'!:tf3sipUe des nouvelles accollcliies. qui IlOUB 

a enleve tunt de femmes a l'Hopital de lo. Marine il y a quelques uunees, sans 
qu'on ait pense a en informer Ie COl'onaire. 'Voila, man ohe1' monsieur, ee que je 
suis pret a declarer SOllS serment. 

J'ai l'honneur d' etre, 
AYec haute estime, etc., etc" 

M. LE COROl'lAIRE. JOS. PAINCHAUD, 

HOPITAL DE LA ~'LillIXE ET DES E}'UGI1ES. 

QUEBEC, 15 Fc"rier, 185l. 

'Mo"sIEUR,-J'accuse reception de ,'otr" lettre en date d'hier, et ell rcponse 
j'ai l'honneur de vous informer des faits sui vants: que Charlotte Crosby, (Igee de 
19 ans emigree a bord du " Poll!! " a ete aelmise a I'Hopital Ie ~4 decembre der
mer, ~nceinte d'ennron 8 mois; qu'eHe est accouchee Ie 20 janvier au matin, 
qu'elle paraissait se retl1blir. ass;z l;i?n de ses couches, I()rsq,;,o Ie 7 fevrier au 
matiu je fis remarquer a,; m~dee:n. vlSltelll' qu;lq~es taches ltv.,des s~lr la figure 
de Itt patiente, que Ie meclecm Vlslteur preSCl'lYllit pour elle Immedwtemeut et 
que Ie 11 au matin elle fut subitCl;nent attl1c~uee deeonv:Usi?ns. Je fis alms ce 
que les cireonstauces me preSCl'lVment de. fUlre, et Je n~tlfi'~l d~ slllte M. Ie Dr. 
Painchaud, qui ,avait.Ia roulade sous ses smus. M. I.e ,~e.cleCln v:s~tl~ur appl'ou-v-a 
ce que j'avais faIt, pl'lt Ia m~lade sous S[1 rc:sponsalHllte, preSCl'lv1t pour dIe, .et 
la vit plusieul's fois dan~ In Joul'nee: M. Ie Dr. Jackson, M. V,.' est venu snr 1'IU· 
vitation de M. Ie Dr. Pmnchaud, VOIr 1f1 femm', dans la matmee. Les couvul
sions se Bont renouvellees trois ou quatre fois dans 1'11vant-midi, mais apr"s cela elle 
ne sortait d'un aeees que pour retomber dar,rs uno a;1tre.. La mort cst arriveo 9,U 

milieu des convulsions vcrs 6-1- heures Ie SOlI' du memo Jour. 

J. P ANET, Eeuye!', L 
Ooronaire, f 

J'ai l'honncur d'etre, 
Monsieur, 

Votre tn,s obeissant servitcur, 
C. E. LEMIEUX, 

GMr. Interne. 

Having now failed in obtaining an inquest, I was determined not to 
be foiled in obtaining a knowledge of the cause of the death of Crosby 1 

if possible, and succeeded) as will appear by the following affidavit: 



PROVINCE OF CANADA, } 
DISTRICT OF QUEBEC. 

14 

William j.farsJen, Doctor in Medicine, of the City of Quebec, being dilly 
sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, doth depose and say: That he 
openeJ amI examined post mortem, the bodl of the late Charlotte Crosby, who 
was said to have died in the Marine and ED1Igrant Hospital, on the 11th of Febru
ary, of puerperal erysipelas (l'eresypale ~es nouvelles accm<chee.s,) and notwith
standin" the assertion of Dr. Joseph Pamchaud, that "she died of puerperal 
erysipelas," and "er.esipele apres l'accouc~ement" she did ~ot die of any such 
disease, nor of " erysIpelas," or "erythema, of any sort or kllld whatsoever; and 
that there was ~ot one si"15le erythematous BP.ot ~pon anJ part o~ her ?ody, ~or 
lesion of any kmd, exceptmg what had been mflicted WIth the dissectmg knife, 
previous to her interment, and further Deponent saith not, and haB signed, 

Sworn before me, at Quebec, thiS} W. MARSDEN, M. D. 
7th day of July, 1851. 

G. HENDERSON, J. P. 
In support and confirmation of the above affidavit, I have to refer 

to Dr. Painchaud's letter at page 92 of the Return, and dated the 16th 
of February, 1851, addressed to Dr. Hall; which urges the im
mediate removal of a pregnant woman, "because of a recent fatal 
case of puerperal convulsions attributed to erysipelas," and Dr. 
Painchaud adds, " I have no doubt that you will coincide with me 
in the impropriety of having her in the same ward and even on the 
same floor." 

To this Dr. Douglas who seems to have been in charge at the time, 
answers as follows : 

(Copy.) 
* QUEBEC, 15th Februaj'Y, 1852. 

DEAR DocTOR,-Dr. Hall has just handed me your note of this date. 
You yourself were in full charge of the Hospital until Saturday. The 
fatal case you allude to terminated on Tuesday, and t if the1'e were 
then any s11spicions of erysipelas, you ought not to have delayed 
doing ymw dn!y, by urging on the Commissioners the immediate 
necessity of cansing the removal of any othe)' pregnant woman fj'om 
the Hospital. 

I have no power in this matter, but will, of course lose no time in 
laying it before the Commissioners. 

Yours very truly, 

DR. PAINCHAUD. 
(Signed,) J. DOUGLAS. 

It is proper to inform you that I afterwards examined the body 
post morten~, and am prepared to prove to the Commissioners that 
one of the causes for refusing even a sight of the body t~ Mr. 
Andrews was that contrary to law:j: and p1'actice, a regular and 

* Misdated for 16th as will appear.- Tv. M. 
t My italics- Tv. .J£. 
1: Act 7th Vic., Cap. o. 
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systematic dissection had been commenced between If, and 18 hours 
after death! And in addition to what is contained in the affidavit 
that the contents of the head had been dissected, both breasts removed 
the contents of the abdomen, womb and appcndage,~ dissectccl. anci 
the operation for aneurism performed on both thighs! ~-Crosby's 
body did not come ullfler the denomination of "unclaimcd"; but 
if it had done so, twenty-four hours is allowed by law to elapse for that 
purpose before it can be dissected. 

The non medical rcaclcr will not unclerstand "the artful dodg
er's" trick, in writing the above letter to Dr. Hall, on Tllescla!} the 
16th, the day after his (Dr. Painchaml's) term of duty terminated; 
and fivc days after the death of Charlotte Crosby. He, however, 
" reckoned without his host," as Dr. Douglas's answer shows:
Knowing, that in spite of his efforts to circumvent me, even through 
the coroner; I had actually o!'luillcd sight of the body on Saturday, 
the 15th, and dreading my" close pressure," it was necessary to 
play out the serio-comic farce he had begun. Unfortunately the 
fates were opposed to him, as "the pregnant woman expecting her 
confinement," was act1wll!} c(!I1jincd the same night, and in the 
same Icanl, Gnd attended b!} thc same ?21lTSCS as had attended the 
FATAL I'CERl'EHAL EHYSIPELAS case, and yet, she ?'ecove?"crl ji'om her 
confinement in due course, and was uischarged 'well, and there were 
no rlWTe cuses of pucTpe?"al c?"ysipelas or pucTpcral convulsions in 
the Hospital. (N. D.-Dr. Painchaud is Lecturer on Midwifery, and 
the Diseases of "Yomen and Children. He also receives £100 per 
annum for his val1wble services in the Hospital.) 

James Dean, Esquire, Chairman of the Board of Trade, until 
then, a total stranger to me, called on me on the morning of the 25th 
of February, 1851, stating, that he had heard that I had taken 
some affidavits, connected with complaints that I had made against 
the Marine and Emigrant Hospital, and asked my permission to see 
them which was granted. On the afternoon of the same day, I 
received the following note, to which I returned the annexed answer, 
with a copy of the affidavit asked for :-

QUEBEC, 25th February, 1851. 

DEAR Sm,-I will feel obliged by your letting me kn?W whether you woul,d 
have any objection to let me have copies of thc affidaVlts you showed me this 
morning, in case I should require them for the information of the Board of Trade, 
in a correspondence they have entered into with Government, on the subject of 
the Marine Hospital; and in the meantime, I should be glad If you would favor 
me with a copy of the affidavit of Mary Riley, as a specimen. 

lam, 
Dear Sir, 

Your most humble and obedient sel vant, 

JAMES DEAN. 

W. MARSDEN, Esquire, M. D., &c., &0. 
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QlJEBEO, 26th Feb1'uary, 1851. 

JAMES DEL", Esquire, 
Ohairman of the Board of Trade, 

SIR,-In compliance with your request, as coutained in your note of yesterday's 
date I enclose you a certified copy of affidavit No.4. As you expressed a deslre 
to h~ve communication, or copies of the other affidavits in my possession, in re
lation to the Marine and Ellllgmnt Hospital, I ha ve to inform you that the affi, 
davits in question, have arisen out of an investigation of the case of the late 
Charlotte Crosby, a Presbyterian, who died suddenly, after only twelve hours 
illness, ou the 11th instant, and sight of whose body was refused to F. Andrews, 
Esq., Advocate, her master, by Dr. Lemieux, thc House Surgeon, when she was lying 
dead in the Hospital, and, who it was afterwards found, had been administered, 
when in a state of insensibility according to the rites of the Romish Church, (of 
whose doctrines she had always expressed the utmost abhorence, and was buried in 
the Roman ('"tholie Burial Ground.) My intention on taking the affidavits in 
question, was to furnish copies of them to the Commissioners of the Marine 
and Emigrant Hospital, in order to an investigation of the facts that they con
tain. Copies, however, will be furnished to them, in the course of this day or to
morrow, nfter which, I shall be prepared to furnish the Board of Trade, or any 
other organized body, with any information I possess touching an establishment 
that is so fearfully mismanaged in tvery department as the Marine and Emigrant 
HospitaL 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. MARSDEN, M. D. 

The above forms my whole connexion with the Board of 
Trade. 

r will now give my "ullcivil and threatening letter" to the Oom
missioners, together with its answer. 

TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE MARINE AND ElYIIGRANT HOSPI
TAL, QUEBEC, 

GENTLEMEN,-I have the honor to enclose you the accompanying copies of affi
davits, which I have in my possession, touching the conduct of certain indi, 
viduals in the employ and service of the Marine and Emigrant HospitaL I have 
also to inform you, that a system of proselytism is vigorously practised in the 
establishment, which I desire but the opportunity to prove. 

The Board of Trade of this City having heard of my action in the matter of the 
accompanying affidavits, applied to me through its Chairman, a few days since, 
for copies of them, which however, I declined furnishing, until they had been laid 
before you, as the case out of which my investigation arose, had already been 
brought under your notice, and I think every case of complnint connected with the 
Hospital ought, in the first instance, to be brought before you; and in the event 
of y?ur neglecting ~r refusing a fair, honest, open and impartial investigation, an 
applicatIOn en dermere resort to the· Executive would be highly proper. 

I am pTepared to furnish you collateral evidence confirming all the allegations and 
facts contmned tn these affidavits; but I did nO.t think it necessary to procure any 
more at present, as abundance of fresh facts mIl come out in the course of your 
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enquiry mto those already furnished. In reference to the case of Charlotte Cros
by, I am ready to prove that she was not a convert to the Roman Catholic faith, 
although she was administered as such, and interred in Roman Catholic ground; 
and I have further to add, that the letters of Dr. Painchand, one of your visiting 
Physicians, and Dr. Lemieux, your House Surgeon, in relation to her death to the 
Coroner, are contrnclictoryas to details, and the former unfounded as to facts, and 
that Charlotte Crosby clid not die in the manner, nor from the cause stated by DI 
Painchaud, although he broaclly declares, "that he is ready to make affidavit to 
his statement." It is proper to remark that these affidavits only contain a small 
part of what the different deponents can tell of the miscondnct of the parties 
referred to; but I shall be ready to afford you every information in my posses
sion, in order to enable you to conduct an impartial investigation, IlJ1d to arrive at 
a fair and equitable decisiolL 

1 also enclose you a copy of a letter received by me from Mr. Andrews, the 
master of the late Chm'lotte Crosby. The facts contained in it, Mr. Andrews is 
prepared to attest on oath. 

I have the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your obedient, humble servant, 

W. MARSDEN. M. D. 

MARINE AND EMIGRANT HOSPITAL, 

QUEBEO, 6th .March, 1851. 

Sm,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the first 
instant, and of its enclosures touching the conduct of some of the officers of the 
Marine and Emigrant Hospital, and to inform yon that the whole will be sub
mitted to the Commissioners at their next meeting. 

DR. MARSnEN, ~ 
Quebec. f 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

N. CASAULT, 
S. T. C. M. &: EH. 

From the above mentioned period, up to this time, I have not 
heard or seen anything about my complaints a&ainst the ~ospital, 
exeepting the slander and vituperation contained III the Parhmentary 
return, (printed by order of the Legislative Assembly.) 

I have strong doubts of the legality, but none whatever .of the 
justice, of a Member of Parliament rising in his place and movIllg for 
copies of correspondence, and for their publication: as i?- the ,Present 
instance where their contents are of the most dlSgustlllg, libelous, 
maliciou~~ and false character and both calculated and designed by 
their authors, to ruin the cha~acter and reputation of individ~als, a~ 
in my own case. A man of mind so corrupt, and so recreant III both 
morals and professional character and s~anding, t4at, althou~~ the. 
Doyen of the profession, he has been dnven from every pOSltIOn of 

B 
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honor within the gift of its-members ;-a man whose very breath is 
pollution, occupying the high position of Lecturer on Midwifery (not 
elected by the profession), where, "out of the fullness of the heart," 
every lcetm'c to the listening student is charged with some foul or 
filthy joke or anecdote, so vile that he would not be allowed to occupy 
a like chair in any school in Europe for a single week,-one whose 
mind and feelings are so depraved, that he has never been known to 
deliver a single popular lecture without driving some part ofhiR female 
auditory from the room, or causing them to blush and hide their faces, 
whilst the more callous and less refined portion of the male audience, 
'have laughed and howled outright. Such is the man that has obtained 
-lind placed before four passive and unsuspecting instruments the filthy 
documents that have since appeared in print, by order of the Legis
lature, and 011 motion of Mr. Cauchon, M. P. P., who, (being the 
brother-in-law of Dr. Lemieux, the House Surgeon,) was behind the 
screen, and knew what the nature of the papers were. The mode of 
obtaining them, however, is not generally known. In two instances 
whilst Dr. Painchaml was gloating at the filthy mass that he had 
accumulated, two persons called on me to inform me, that Dr. Pain
chaud had asked them for testimony regarding me, with the design of 
injuring my moral character; and, as an inducement to a violation of 
faith, he told them both, that their communications would be "lcept 
secret f1'om ])1'. 11Iarsden, and would only be seen by the Governor, 
and perhaps by the Queen 1" and, as an additional inducement to 
treachery, he offered the one, who was in embarrassed circumstances, 
a sum of money, and a free passage out of the country 11 1 

The following is a Report of the case of "Burke, for man
slaughter, " with my notes and commentaries, originally intended 
for publication in the jJIedical J01trnal; but which, on subsequent 
reflection, I have determined to give here, and I therefore insert it 
unal:ered. I have come to this decision, in order, not only to put 
y:ou 111 possession of the particulars of the case, but the four Commis
SlOners also, who, not being medical men, cannot properly judge 
where the blame lies. By this Report it will be seen that Charlotte 
Orosby's. death was not the only case of manslaughter committed in 
the Manne and Emigrant Hospital. 

OOURT OF QUEEN'S BENCH. 

CROWN SIDE. 

QUEBEC, July Term, 185Z. 
In the Case of Thomas Burke, on his Trial for Manslaughter. 

~he Case of" The .Queen, against Thomas Burke, " to which the fol
~OW111g extracts of eVIdence and remarks refer was originally brought 
ill the Q ' B h J ' ueen s -enc, anuary Term 1852 on an indictment for 
murder. On this charge" no bill " wa~ found' but for the lesser crime 
of "manslaughter" a "true bill" was found. On the 28th of January T, 
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the prisoner was arrainged on this charge, and pleaded" not guilty. " 
He was admitted to bail, and his trial fixed for the July 'rerm. 

On the 28th of July, he was placed at the bar, and put upon his 
trial, the Honble. Mr. Chauveau conducting the prosecution, on 
behalf of the Crown, and lUr. Pope, the defence. \iVhcn the evidence 
on behalfoftheprosecution was closed, and after 1\1r Pope had adilressed 
the Jury on the defence, in a most eloquent and effective Rpeech the 
presiding Jndge, His llonor Sir James Stuart, Bart., charged the Jury, 
stating that no case had heen made out against the prisoner, as no 
identity had been proved, as was stated by Mr. Pope in his address. 

The Jury, without retiring from the box, after a short deliberation, 
returned a verdict, through their foreman, of" NOT GUILTY, " against 
the prisoner, and added, " but the Jnry is of opinion that the 
deceased died from the bad nsage and neglect of the Doctors in th,e 
Hospital. " 

His Honor the Chief Justice, addressing the foreman said, "Oh: 
never mind that, " as Burke only was on his trial, against whom the 
verdict of not guilty was recorded, and he was discharged from the 
bar. The above verdict was rendered by the foreman of the Jury, and 
not, as stated in one of the daily papers, "by a Juryman, " and the 
expression was precisely as above written. 

As the evidence of the non-medical witnesses is unimportant, I 
have confined my extracts to the testimony of the medical men 
examined, of which I annex a certified copy, from the pen of Mr. 
Dunbar, law Ueporter, to whom I beg to acknowledge my obligation 
with thanks. Although the medical evidence is not entire, (Mr. 
Dunbar having only taken down what he considered necessary,) yet, 
all the most important features of it have been most accurately pre~ 
served; however, as I was present during the whole trial, (having 
been summoned as a witness on the defence,) I will supply any de
ficiency that may occur, in the course of my remarks. 

The particulars of this case are, briefly, as follow :-Thomas Burke, 
who had formerly been a soldier in one of Her Majesty's regiments of 
foot, from which, he had been discharged, with a good character, was 
employed on board a vessel, at Diamond Harbour, as watch, on the 
night of the 21st and 22nd of June, 1851, and whilst thus employed 
was armed with a loaded musket. The deceased William Lawson, 
attempted to go on board of the vessel (as was since ascertained on 
his owu confession in hospital,) to steal clothing, from the ship, 
belonging to seamen, who had, or were about to desert from her. 
Although warned off several times by the prisoner, and told that he 
was armed and would fire, unless he Lawson withdrew, he persisted 
in his efforts to get on board, and Burke (as he admitted in his 
voluntary declaration) "fired at some one, unknown to him," who 
attempted stealthily to get on board the ship, finding that his warnings 
were unattended to. The case was heard before their Honors the 
Chief Justice, Sir James Stuart, Bart., and Mr. Justice Panet. The 
following is the 
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MEDICAL TESTIMONY. 

Dr. John P. RZlssel being sworn, said: About midnight, on the 
21st June, 1851, I was called to attend the deceased ~William Lawson. 
I found him lying on a table, in a boarding house, kept by a Mrs. 
Toole, at Diamond Harbour. Upon examination I found several 
flesh wounds on deceased's left thigh; they were lacerated, and some 
distance apart from each other ; those wounds in the front of the 
thigh especially. I percieved also, that there was a fracture, of the 
left thigh bone. I took the wounds to be mch as would be caused 
by a gunshot; there were four or five of them, and all apart from 
each other, therefore the gun must have been fired from a distance. 
\\'hen I saw deceased he was weak from loss of blood, as well as from 
the shock, which is always c?used by a gunshot wound. I sent 
deceased to the l\larine Hospital th3 same night. From that time to 
the 27th of January last, I did not hear or see any thing of him. 
On the 27th of January I attended the Coroner's Inquest in the Marine 
Hospital. and recognized deceased's body, by the wounds. The body 
was much emaciated, and it seemed to me that (leceased had died 
fT'om hectic fever, caused b!J the constant contim:ed irritations 
pro,'ad'-,,;! from the wounds. 

Oros,; examined :-I did not considej' the wounds mortal when I 
first su w them. It is a general principle of surgery ill cases of gnn
shot wounds, that when the bone is broken, amputatioo. of the limb be 
resorted to. In all h~lman probabiZ,it!J, the life of the deceased 
might have uecn sewed if the limb were amp11tatecl. The necessary 
infe:'enee would be, since the limb was not ampu~atei, the deceased 
was not prope1'l!J fj·catecl. I found my first opinion as to the necessity 
of amputation strengthened, by seeing tht shattered state of the 
deceased's limb after death. There 1vas no hope of saving the limb 
exapt 6!J amplltation. 

TIe-examined :-The danger to life in this case, would have been 
lessened by amputation. I do not think that the operation in this 
casc would have been attended with more than ordinary danger. 

Dr. Lemieux, I-louse Surgeon of the Marine Hospital, upon been 
sworn, said: r.rhe deceased was under my care, when brought to the 
Hospital on the Sunday morning, about 4 0' clock; he was very weak. 
I examined his wounds and found, that there were five or six on his 
thigh. I saw as many more on the front part of the thigh, I remarked 
that the thigh bone was b~'oken, and that the fj'acture communicated 
with the external wounds. I applied what I considered best, to the 
deceased's wounds, until I placed him under the care of the visiting 
Surgeon, Dr. Rowand. I did not think at that time that amputation 
of the limb was either necessary or expedient, the nature of the wound 
did not make it so, the bone was only broken in one place. The 
deceased was under the influence of the shock caused by the wound 
for three or four days, during which time amputation would have been 
dangerous. S11bsequentl!J however, amputation ought to have been 
e.lfct0d; that is, it ought to have been done, about three or fou1' 
1nonths after deceased was brought to the Hospital. As soon as it was 
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ascertai~ed that deceased was suffering from the injuries he received, 
amputatlOn ought to have been resorted to, and he might have recvered. 
I would not say it would have saved his life. The deceased remained 
under the care of Dr. Itowand till the 15th August, when that "'entle
man's periocl of yisitation expired. lluring the time he was so Ul~ler his 
care, he did not appear to sufrer much ii'om the woum! ; he heal ({ good 
appetite; hO'\'eyer, duriliV that lime /lUIIlIT h((7 done hllt(' to Tcnnite 
the Dl'ukclI DOllc. After the 15t;1 of "\.ugust the patient ought to have 
he en unller the care of Dr. .James l)OllSlaS, but, il is r;c/I,'/,u7Ij 1/)/llc'l'
stood I)clu:ccit the Dodol's of the fr,.iF:t,,?, Ih"t 1I,7'ell he 1I:7I08C jil'l'iod 
of vis/tat/oJ! ('ontJJlC}I('CS, docs not ('/;OOS(' to take ch((/t'gc ()f (f p1lrti
c1da1' l'rt;-)C'l 1'J/'!~/ OL.'cr j')'O}}~ the p/'('('ccd/ll[J qnrt)'/c'(, the Doctor whose 
ter1n CYp/)'cs. cOlltlnues to loul' (/j'feJ' t1u~ 1,({t/t;;d; und I !JcZ/cee I't 
'was crgJ't'{',l, thu.t D;'. llul,"I'.nr! shoul(l 1.,(,r''P f7c('I'rI.scd . 

.. \.lJout tw·o or ~~lre2 'iveekS after Dr, JJouglns's (lnarter con1111enced) 
he askeu me ,dlO looked after deeeasell ? and I told him, no one did. 
Dr. Douglas sllid that no matter under whose particular care he was, 
he sh'J'-1~d h(;':2 some body to look aftel' him The SClme cure h01"
eve)', 'Ich,'ch ,:,',:c({srd had when D1'. l?oll'l/nd (Itte II ded him, was I'on

tin 1/(. ,.l by 'inC. On the clay I kilT mentioned, Vr. Douglas made me 
chant;e t~e urc,:sillg of deceased's leg, from Ci loug 81'1illt to fI rlollUe 
/;U1/iI"/p.'a/lI, atilt from that time I lUGS wlilel' the im)"l't8".son that 
Dr. Doughs ~sst:med the charge vf ,leccasC'll, He remained so till 
the 4t[; or ~~ ()vemhcr, when I lell ill : (;lul fi'om that period, till the 
4th of .Janlla,.y, I di,lnot go near the ilo,;pital. Toward, the end of 
the tinle, d~c€'a~bl Y;:lS under ! '1'. j 'G~1g1a-;'s care, that is about the 
end of t:~c month of Octoher : his illness seemed }iTOgl'ess/!!;'/, SIIp
p~lrutioll ,"'(,I'!'I/,'07, and death so /lied to be the inccita/'/e (('SHlt of 
'it, ,udc.ss the /;mu n(c umpulu,',',I. The state of the woullcl was ,::.'eh 
as foretold thr,t cr;lbe',l"ence. Un the 4th of .January, deceas2d was 
again under I,,.. j;"y;:mu', care, and some days afterwards, under that 
of Dr . .racb:~n, he "as then weak and emaciated. I do not think it 
would han~ been then prmlent to operate upon deceasen.; he died ou 
the 22nd of .hnnary, 1052. I exalllined the body after death (liill did 
not find Cill.'/ 01'gCUl/l; (hse·,! sc. rrhe ,vcuIJds, and t11Ci:t' consc(iucnces, 
were alone the calIse of'death, 1'he jwtiellt ought to hal':' IIlldC)'· 

gone r..onpHioJion /i;hr-" lu: I:~:IS l!ilder JJ1'. ])OHgZoS' ('(0'('. Cn~f,:=:: ex
amined. I C,\:;;W'l' ,n:,u, ENI;Lr,;:r. I speak it but r prefer to :'peak 
French. I have not Jhl;ch 1.,,))C/'i<:lIce in !/1()JS!r1i1 Icaullds, ill fuet 
this 'lcas the ,1:)'8t I sal!). DO!1y-union of the f\:acturc coulLl not have 
taken place as long as the wound remained cpen. I CCllii:ot /?1' 
how 11tfU~!/ da,,)s 01' [(131:1:,.0 l)ejure. J)r. 1{owunds' jJLI'I(;(l 1)ISit-

ation eJpi7'cd, the bOl('" W((S c:cpo.itd. Its CJj'oS((1'e was 1<01 the 
cwuse of constiJulio;,al iJ'}'ilutil)iI. "l.sJong, however, a~ the~e ,;as 
no union the irritation WQuilt p;o on. There was no tm1c 'tunng 
which I was at the Hospital that deceased did not recciyc )')'01'e1' 

medical care and attention. Before Dr. Dongla" saw deceased, the 
limb had .shoTte w:d abont (/II 'l:iU;h and CI half. (The foregoing 
testimony of the I-louse Surgeon of the Hospital, was all given in 
French, although, he was repeatedly asked, to speak English,) 
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Dr. Rowand, upon being sworn, said :-1 knew the deceased, and 
had him under my care, f1'om the 22nd of J1we to t~e 15th of 
A1lgllSt, and from the 15th of November to the first week III January. 
vVhen I took him under my care he had not recovered from the effect 
of the wound. The thigh bone was fractured, but not shatte:'ed. 
Durino' the time I had charge of him he received the best of attentIOn, 
'and /'elid as much as I conlel to promote his recovery; no 1neeliccil 
man 'wonld have been Justified in amp'atating the l-imb for the first 
th1'ee months afte1' ,lcccnsed's atlmission into the .1Iospital. I 
would have consillered the operation as the last resort. 1'he deceased's 
temperament, as well as his enfeehled condition, woultl have rendered 
it extremely hazardous. In fact, I tkinl~ that deceased never co'n)'
pletcly nIllic,z from the shock he slIsla/ned fi'om the shot. I was 
present at tbe post-mu1'tem examination; all the organs were healthy 
and free from disease. The thigh bone was fbctureu ABOliT ITS 

MIDDLE. Deceased died from the effect of the gunshot wound. <-'1'088-

examined :-In a gunshot wound, of Ct J/(£tnrc sim'i7ar to cleceascil's, 
.\11PVl'.\TIOX WAS NOT XECESS.U'Y. It was n case of C01npo'und 
f1'((ctlll'c bllt not ((.11 U[J!/I'(tuulc(Z one. ]\fany such cases recover with
out amputation; it WU\; not necessary in this case. He-examined:
Amllutation, lluring the latter period of cleceased's illness, WQulll have 
been dangerous and impracticable. 

Dr . .James Douglas being sworn, said :-Deceased was neveT ~mde". 
my chaTgc. \'\'hen I saw him, I found him in an extremely bad con
dition. lIe came to his d enl h by the cantin ltnli1'1' itatiun oj his 
Q001tnas. I ascribe his death to the gunshot wound. Oross-examined: 
Amputation, in cases of gun-shot wounds, mayor may not be neces
sary, according to circumstances. A lew weeks afteT the receipt of 
the wound it conZel be lmown whether it was hecessary or n<)t. 1 
know that if the p1'esent case /Cere 1nine I sho1~ld have 1'C1noved the 
limb. 

Dr. Jackson, upon being sworn, said :-Amp1ttC/tion was 9.1tite 01~t 
of the Ijucsliun during the t/me deceascclwas 1mder mlj cha·}'[Je.. I 
attribute the cause of his lleath to the w()und on the thigh. I made 
thepost-nw1·tcm examinatioll, awl iimnd all the organs healthy. 

Dr. J. J. E. Lanllry being sworn amI examined, said :-The death 
of deceased may be attributed to two causes, one remote, which was 
the gun-shot wound; the other proximate, which was his long de
ten.tion in :::rospita~; constitlltilmal irrit~~ti()n, and abundant 8llppU
ratIOn. I do not WIsh to say deceased dIed by " ((ctes de commis
sian" but rather by " c~ctes d' om.ission. " Suppm'ation might hctve 
bee I! shn,'tenc(l by 1'econrse to amputation. 

The foregoing are all the notes of the medical testimony I took at 
the trial in this case, on the 25th of July, 1852. 

(Signed,) J. DUNBAR, 

Heporter., 
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The discrepancies and evident c()ntraclictions contained in the 
fores-oing testimony, cannot f~lil to strike the most superficial reader. 
On onc point alone were the medical witnesses unnnimoU8, excepting 
Dr. Rowand, viz :-" That amputation ought to lIa\ e been hatl re
course to, that the life of the (leceased might have been saved, if 
the limb were amputated;" but, the when, and /;!J ,,,holn, arc unset
tled points, and involved in contradictions, on which the general, 
reader is unable to form on opinion . 

• ies I am not in the general secrets of the " charnel house," and 
am quite unconnected with all the Physicians and ~urgeons of the 
~Iarille and Emigrant Hospital, I will ,trive to point out the "aetes 
d'omission" as well as the offcllLlint'; parties', ,Yith this object in 
view, I will briefly refer to, an,l compare the medical testimony, 
of each witness successively. I wish the reader to understand, that 
the italicised portions of the fiJl'egoing evidence have been s:) marked 
by me, for more easy reference. ~b a general rule it is exceedingly 
difficult, nay, highly improper, to give a medical opinion on a case 
that has not been attemled or seen by the party giving the opin
ion; but, in a case like the pre:;cnt, in which the me,lical facts fnr
nishell, unller oath, by half a tlozcn mellical men, (gclltlcmen ancl'lnen 
of hOllolt,), (/,,,1 pro~it!J,) who ha,'c seen, and attentlcd the case, ii'om 
the moment of the injury, until after death, and" to the judgment;" 
the labonr and the lluty of the pathologist, is plain and simple; and 
in such case, certain physical and surgical pathological laws are ::8-
TADLISHED, which enable him, (if impartial,) to arrive at a sound 
anll correct diagnosis. 

It is a surgical axiom, that gunshot wounds are always more or 
less dangerous; it woull! therefore be as absurd to cite authoritic; 
for this Elct, as it would be impossible to furnish any tlenying it. 

The testimony of Dr. .John Rmsel, who was the first iiurgeon that 
saw the deceased, and who was also present at the ])ost-1I1 orton exami
nation needs no commentary. Neither he nor Dr. Landry, (hoth men 
of talent allll skill,) are in any way cunnected with the ~Ltrillc Hospital. 
Dr. Hussel's "iews arc sound amI correct, as well as il1lIcpcnrlent and 
manly, and arc l)o:'ne out by the highest surgical Ullthorities extant. 
I holll it from Dr. liussel himself. (although not 'tatl',l in cvil1cncc,) 
that snch was the Ilrgcilci/ of this casc, in his apilli"d, t7wt he ,,-u,,1<1 
have "II11'"("/',z iminedi(!!c!.'/ on seeing the patient, ),ut that the 
house in which he was, was a cr,)w{le(110dging home, in which there 
was not a single empty or quiet room to be had. 

Dr. Hussel says, "I dill not consi(ler the wounds mortal when I 
jint saw thein, Also, in all human probability, the life of the deceased 
might have been saH~d, If the limu I/'C}'e "mp"{ut,-,I, 'The necessary 
inference would bc, since the limh was not amputated, the deceased 
was not Jl1'oped!J trcated. I fOllnd my first opinion, as to the nB
cessity of aniputation, stTengthenccl, by seeing the SILITTERED stat.e 
of deceased's limb after lleath. Thc}'e was no hOJle of :;(/VIII[I the limb. 
except by all/I'II-Irdia//'," I will now ask, Mr. Editor, were none of 
the Surgeons of the Marine and Emigrant Hospital aware of these facts 
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before death? If they were not, they were grossly ignorant, and 
totally unfit for the discharge of their duties. I do not, however, 
think so ill of all of them, although I am constrained to believe what 
was said by the four gentlemen under oath, notwithstanding some of 
them may stultifY themselves. The unfortunate deceased, howe~er, 
had the benefit (!) of the services of a ~fth Surgeon of the ~Rtabhsh
ment, although it does not appear in eVIdence; Dr .• John LIlly H~ll, 
who has ({, grent d('sirr to lco?'n su?'ger,l/, anll a great taste for pokmg 
both his fingers and his knife " into a man's rik," at the ri~~ of 
life, as I, with dozens of others ean testify, from personal observatIOn. 

The testimony of the next witness is, that of Dr. Lemieux, the 
House Surgeon of the :'IT urine and Emigrant Hospital. If evidence 
of the unfitness of this gentleman for his office were needed, we have 
it from his own lips. It must be borne in mind that the Hcspital is 
an English Hnspilal, and that the patients of whatever class or 
denomination, pa.'1 for 111':'/1' Ifni/melli, and are therefore entitled to 
the best that money can procure, Row take the declaration on oath, 
of Dr. Lemieux, on being urged by dcfendant's counsel, to speak 
~nglish-" I ('(Wllot speu,," ]),,!}lIsh j" and on being still urged to the 
same effect, his n~oclified assertion, "je parle l'anglais, mais je pre
fere parler Ie fran<;ais." Although Dr. L's pathological opinions are 
valueless as such, for reasons which [ will presently give, some parts 
of his eVidence call for notice. It IlIay not be generally known (out 
of this City) that Dr. L's experience, has been entirely confincd to 
the ~ra1'ine Hospital; and things were so managed preyious to his 
appointment that this fact WllS not known even to the Executi\~e ';:.hat 
.appointed him. He was, however, a student, walking the wards cne 
day, and on the next was translated into the House :';urgeon of the 
largest (md most l?njlOl'lullt 81I1':/1:CII1 rIosyitd in British America. 
Dr. L., in his cross-examination, says; he had noc had much ex
perience in gunshot wounds, and admits that Lawson's was hi3 first 
case; and yet, he comes into the witw'"s box, and declares that, 
" he did not think that amputation of the limb was either necessary 
or expedient at that time," i. e., at first; yet he adds, ,. sub
sequently however, amputation ought to have been effected, that is, it 
ought to have been done about three 0'1' fall)' )))o!:/h.s after d'"ceased 
was brought to the HospitaL" The unfortunate Lawson'~ being "the 
first case of gunshot wound," in ~,[r. L's exoerience of COU1"se his 
opinions as above given under oath, are det:i\'cu f1'o;11 some rel{able 
source. As all my research and reading have failed me in this 
matter, as well as my experience, Di·. L. will confer a fayor on the 
profession by citing his authorities. 

I will first give the names of a tew of the alhocates of immcI!,'ate 
amputation in gunshot wounds, with compound fracture of the 
thigh, and after referring to one 01" two of the most celebrated advo
cates of delay, will show how erroneous are the icleu3 of Dr. Lemieux>, 
especially as to the time for the secondary operation. Abernethy and 
Faure arc the on~y tW? opponents of the primary operation, worthy 
of note or consIderatIOn: but results establish conclusively, that 



their opinions were erroneous in tbis respect, notwithstanding their 
general professional celebrity. "To save one limb" says Abernethy, 
., is 'injinitel!! ?nore honorable to the sn?'geon, than to have performed 
numerous amputatious, however successful;" on which Hennen, a 
celebrated military surgeon and writl'l', remarks; "That it is much 
better for a man, to l[""with th/·c,· lim/)", than to ,'/', /I'/,hfrntr." 

Among the advocates for ;?I1mc";,!(c mnlmtation are, Pare, Daron 
Larrey, Pott, Johnl:cll, Le Dran, (:uthrie, Ranhy, Hennen, Pitcairne, 
Gunning, Dr. John Thompson, :'ichmncker, Velpeall, \Yiseman, Sir 
A. Cooper, Dllpuytren, and a host of other celebrities. Velpeau .~ays 
(page 453, 2nd vol. 1st An~erican editiull,) "it is not in the neigh
borhood of the complex articulations only, that wouncls from fire arms 
accompanied with fi'acture aud with lesion of the synovial cavities are 
so dangerous; they are scarcely Ie" formicbhle in the WDDLE l'Ul:TI{):\~ 
of the long uones cSl'e"'-,dl// in the /u/cel' C.('irelll a;c.I," In the thigh, 
the indication is much more positiye. I:anlton says; " if we do not 
amputate, this fracture almost ahnlYs proves fatal." :-lchmuckcr who 
was Surgeon General to the Prussian armies, under the campaign of 
Frederick the Great, says, ., that in cases of compound fracture of 
the thigh, only one patient is saved, ant of seven, without amputation." 
Lop.lbard holds the same language. :-L Hibes, (nazettC' Medical de 
Paris 1.'='31, p. 101,) who has seen liOI/( rec:over, gives the history of 
ten cases, in whom the utmost care could not prevent a Eltal issue; 
and meDtions also, that at the Hotel.!"".1 nvnlides, "in an Clggregate of 
4,000 cases, there was not a single patient that had heen cureu of this 
kind of wound." :\1. Yvan pointed out two to him, in 1015, in whom, 
however, fistulous openings forme(l, and who ultimately snccumhed 
from the conseouences of their fractnre. I notice, that }\L (;allltiel' de 
Clauoi'ey, form~'ly a surgeon in the Imperial Guanl, is, on this point, 
of the same opinion as ]\,f. TIibes; and that, in the army in kpain, 
almost all the soldiers that had fracture of the thigh, cEed unless (('nt

jl/'tcf/on had uee'n peJ:/fJl"lnell ;'!J}Jlud/({frl.lj. 8chnlnckel~ say,s fur ... 
th?r, " all f:actures of the )),id,lh (,1' IIJ'jll I' ]'(I/'( ,I 'hI' femur are 
attended with great dange". Dut if the fnlctur: be :;ituat8d at the 
lowest pal~c of the hone, the risque i, considerably ]c",,:, the ml\8c1es 
here not being so powerflll; in such a ca:;c, thersfore, 8,"111'.1 :~atiGn should 
Hot be perfilrmed, before every other means has been hir~y trier] : and 
very frequently I have tr('a~2J fractures of tic is kin,[ "fith success, 
though the lir.Jbs sometirr;c3 continued stilt: Lut i,' ,1,'2 ben? be C07n

plcte~l!J j>actl(l'e(Z OI' _"pUJltl're.:! hy :1 haE cd :/:s :r,;(~)T~ ·)r <~b:"Yc that 
point, f ,'Itue,' (cait' j~;r t?l,( ld:.:: :'.'lJ)ll,frm?~: to c(JmY/w ,;. ( .. .." r·ut '·'m,~-I(.~/(dc 

erc the.'! originate, and when the nprrat;on ha3 been (In:le em'ly 
enmtgh, most of my patients have been saved. Howe/I.':', nhen .,ome 
daljS hadt'ranspi'red a1Ut '(',1 rianuJlot/on :~lrclt-'~''i1g, ,'-~)uf hr;,) corne 
on' 'L lllLst candidly ~,,:o111ess~' tna~ thl? i',~:,·;:,c ;"([~: n:Jt ((?11"~.!!8 .{~)7'tU)lnfe. 
Yet, the operrltioit ShOU/{1 1/("\ O;f, I;t,'·,'~ .{ccollniJ lie rl'::;j~IG71s(',~ll.l"/lh j 
for, if only a few, can thus be saved (,u:: of' , some ;)8D'3fit_ IS ob-
tained, as without this step, such few wnuU peri:,h." 1 have 
above stated, that the results of the practice of the advocates of uelay 
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in amputation, was against them; and I will give a few facts in sup
port of this assertion. Faure says, "That of about three hun~r'ed am
plttatioils. performed after the battle of FOlltenoy, only th~Tty were 
followed by success;" whilst on the othe, hand, Baron Larrey says, 
speaking in :in-or of the imme~iate operation, "vYe hav: saved ?nore 
than thrw-Jour·ths of the patlents on whom a?np~ltatwn has been 
done and some of whom also had two limbs removed." 

" ± believe it to be (says Mr. Guthrie) a stretch offan~y in those 
Surgeons who conceive, that, if the knife followed the shot III 3;11 cases, 
the patient would have the best chance of success. Noone wIll deny, 
that if th(C shot performed a regular amputation, it would not be bet
ter than to have to do it afterwards; but if they mean to say, that the 
operation shoul,l, in general, he performeu immediately after the in
jury, I can only oppose to them, the facts aho,-e stated, and the gen
eral result of my experience, which is decidedly in favour of allowing 
the jir>! moments of agitation to pass over, before anything he done: 
a period extending, from that to Olle, "i,c' or ('iUh! hOUTS, according to 
the difference of constitution, and the different injuries that have 
been sustained; but f}'om oile to tll ('cr' hours 1[:/1l, ?'n most cases, bf' 
found sll.//i('ient." Dupuytren says, "I do not fear to lay it down 3B 

a principle, that in complicated gunshot fractures, a greater number 
of indivitluals are lmt b,,! deJen,ng the ojlemt/on, than that oj limbs 
saved." Pott, on amputation says, ,. In many cases a determination 
for .01' ~gain?t ampu.~ation, is really a tletcrmination for or against a 
patrent s eXIstence .. 

Faure, the advocate of deby in amputation, fixes his secondary 
period at from the fiJtccnth to the t/l.'nil/eil! Jay, anJ another writer 
at from tl('( II ill to thi}'t.'! da!)s. The reason fur these delays is obvious 
where hope i" entertained of' ;:,wiug the limb. THE LO~WEr. PEnroD 
OF THIP.TY D.W' "OGLD BE AMPLE TO ALLOW N.cTnm TO SHOW WEAT 
EFFORT SHE "'AS CAPABLE OF. 

The following extract of a letter from ::Ilr. Feroc, Surgeon to the 
ship Le .Jcnwppe j (Cooper's Dic: Prac: Sur: Lond. Ed., 1;~3~" 
p. G41\) is conclusive in favor of the immediate operation. "After 
the nav?l engagement of the 1st of June, 1781, a great number of 
an~putatlOn' were. done 'i?n?nediatel.1J of tel' the receipt of the injuries. 
SIxt!) (~f the patients who.5e Umus had bern th1l'$ cut off were taken 
to the Naval Ho.ipital at Brest, and put under the car~ ~f Mr. Duret. 
vYith the exception of tlCO, who died of tetanus, cdl the rest were 
clt1'ed j and there was one who had both his arms amputated." "The 
Surgeon of the T(,!l!cl'({i!'c," on the contrary, "which ship was cap
tur~d by ~hc Enghsh, was desirous in compliance with the advice (; 
theIr me'~lcal men, to dc'::r the operation, which many of the wound
e.d stood III nec(l of, till his arrival in port; but he had the mortifica
tIOn to see them all die during the passage, &c .. " On this subject 
Baron Larry desires us "tn iuterroO'ate the invalids who have lost 
One or t:vo ?f their. limbs, and nearlyb all will tell us that they suffered 
amputatIOn llnmedlately after the accident, or within the first four and 
twent.y hours." I could multiply allthorities in favor of the primary 
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operation to almost any extent, but, I think I hare rriven enollO·h 
to show its achantages o,cr clelay. un,l will closc this pa~t of my sub
ject with an extract from a \\'urk of :\[T. Guthrie. "[t appears by 
s?me returns colkctc'cl by him that, in the peninsular, the compara
tive loss, in secondary or debyell operations, and in primary or im
mediate amputations, was as follows :-

. . Secol1cbry. Primary. 
Upper Extrellllhes, ........................ 13 to I 
Luwer Extremities.......... . . . . .. .. .. . . . .. 3 to I 

To return to Dr. Lemieux'stc,;ti11l()nr· He --up. "the deceased was under 
the care of llr. Rowand from the ~lst of ,f une to tlte 15th of "\Ugllst, " 
a period of eight preciolls weeks ~ " During that time nature had done 
little to re-ullite the broken bonc ~ " "The le~ was shortened an inch 
and a half I " notwithstalllling "the long splittt." "About the end 
of October, his illness seemed pro!ll"cssing. Sl1l'P")"ul /011 1""l:KISEl>, and 
death seemed to be the il/n·/luMe '(csnlt Cij" /1, mdess the limo /rere 
ampulaleJ." The bone was exposerl a;1<1 yi.,iblc Oll the 15th of 
August, when ])r. TIowand', tUl'll of tIut} terminated; but Dr. L. 
" dill not know how mauy cbys or weeks the bone had been so 
exposed before that time." "The patient ought to have undergone 
amputation when he was under Dr. l)ouglas's carc ", Dr. Lemieux 
seems to be most anxious to fix the charge of neglect in amputating 
on Dr. Duuglas ; but, will he or Dr. TIowand say why Dr. R. dicl not 
amputate within eight weeks, " when nature was doing little, " which 
the post-1Jwrlem shows to have been Jloth/lIg ul a77, "to re-unite the 
bone"?" Dr. L. also declares. that" I llel/ccc /' IN{S ({yrccd that 
DT. Rowl/lul should 7,'ccp JCI"I.'iL'CJ;·' and yet, he says: ,. the 
patient ought to have undergune amputation when he was under Dr. 
Douglas'S care. " 

Dr. Rowand states" that. the thigh bone was fractured but liOt shat
teTed;" on his cross-examination however he is obliged to admit that 
"the fractllre was a compoun,l comminuted one," which the post-mor 
tem examinatiollohowec1 ; and yet, he a(lded, "I/O ?IIc"ic,,11/wIl100uld 
h((1:c IJCfiC .ia.,II/iul iii amplIlnJin!J the limll jv'r the.l'TSt thTec li1(II{I!cs 

after ckccasccl's n<lmission i11to the Hospital." ,;rill Dr. TIowancl say 
why, f'Jr 1 canllot '? 1[e says, that ,. ,leccased's tcmparemcnt, as 
well as his enfeebled cO]J(litioll, would haye rCJll1cred amputation 
extremely hazardous." Docs nr. R. think that the deceased would 
be stronge:r at the end of three "IIWllihs, by lying on his back, with a 
" long ;:plint, " anel a short leg, amI " the bOlle protruding, and " a 
mass of muscle between the ii"actured ends, " than he was three 01' 

lou')" hom's, or at most llucc 01' jon7' IUCC1:s after the receipt of the 
injury'? Does Dr. TI. seriously think" Ihot '/"c",{.,e,l nccc,' com
pletely '1·,'c7hcd from the shocl~ he s){statnc,z j)'om the shot .? " Does 
Dr. n. not know that, if nature had done nothing, to repair the injury 
within a month, it was not likely she would do anything at all; and 
therefore, every day that the limb remained all, was a day lost to the 

'nt, and lliminished his chances of ultimate recovery, from au 
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operation, which afforded the only chance of saving his life? Did 
not Dr. R know, that it often happens, in gunshot wounds, com
plicated with fracture, ?lotll'ilhs/(llidiny, the most skilful treatme~t 
that the discharge becomes of a bad qualIty, the fragments of bone he 
surrounded with the matter, wul hctveJlol the least tendenc.y to 
WI itr j the patient is attacked with hectic fever and a colliquative 
diarrh<ea; and that under these circum'tances life may sornel1:mes 
be 1'1'CSITl'cd by amputation ?"-(Coop: :-',lr: Die, p. G48.) 

j)r, ')(illgla., SWt',US distinctly, that" the Ileccaseclnevc1'lca.s I'II(/er 
his chI( i'!/'''', and Ur .. Lemiellx confirmes this assertion. Dr. D. said 
" he made it " rule never to take charge of another man's bad cases 
of Surgery: " and, "that he S:lW that the man was in an cxtre:rrely 
bad conllition, an,l that the limb was bespuke," that ueceased came 
to his ,leath I),,! ihl' CIIJlslU?l1 in'italion of {he IUJlillds, About three 
weeb aftcr Pr. 1l0ugbs hall entered on his turn of Ullty, f1nrEn;; that 
no one ,'C'emcd to be' doing any thing for ,leceflsed, who con,),1;, ;ned 
of suffering, he saitl, " that ;'Ome body ought to look after him and 
fiwling the uone exposell and the limh tw') illdll:' shortened, n,:"d a 
great mas,' of rlesll betwecll the ends of the bOlle, ior humanity's cake 
ordered the long splint to lh' removed and the llm,ble illcli'l'~'_;:;12ne 
substituted," as the saying oj' life was then the ubject and nut the 
limb. \ "'ill ilr. Hmlallll giYe his authority Ii)!' rhe continued 1:,2 of' 
t~is cruel awl ,,,eless appareltns j()r nearly L':~he weeks ,) ,:rhy 
dId not I'r. r;"wantl amputate as wrrs l,i" bounden duty,? "A few 
}('O-!L'S 11,//('" the )'('/'('/1" 0.1 the ,("ou/ttl," as Dr. rtouglas stat~_~, '" ~'t 
1;01/1(7/Je I,J/()/I"il I,.hcllu~i' uJnpu.'.--d/oJl /I'((.~' 11CCCS.Si(),/! or not." 'i~h('re 
coult1 he 11', "''CeIlSl' j(ll' not remol'ing the limb, excepting, ~h;.' uu,-.'ill~ 
ingnes,s "f the patient, which ,loe.' not nppear to have beenLh: '2;},;e, 
The decease,l ""i,lcntly, ne':(';' ,7ft:; under i>,-, nmlglas's ch:lr,";c, 2_n1 he 
clo:-;cs his t('~til)lOl1y by ~;,lyil:~, (, that if th(' present case '>':01':' TI1ine, 
I slif)/lid II,nee J'(}Jif)ccd {he li'nih." ~\.ny one ih:lt kno\vs Dr. ~ ;'o~'.0:1as 
will fully nrl':-"l.';ate this la,,( rlcclaration, I think with U lIa:2",~an, 
that it i:; not enough lor :1 surgeon to ~\T~OW IU!lC to ; he 
mu~t also 1:::c 'I ,:h2:l to do it, and J, in common with ,,; my 
professional tr, ,:"'eD, hayc thought that 1'r. lJouglas's f"rld'H~"" ;'()r, 
amI bolclnc" in operations, sometimes leallllim to use the b:;;,} ',,:12re 
it might hm'e becn sparctl, bllt I never either knew or Leal'll or his 
neglecting or <n'oiding an ol)('ration. 

Dr, Jackson saitl, most truly, that, "amputation was (mitl? m::t of 
the question ,luring: the time ,leccased was under his clucrg2," In 
fact he coultl only 1;e said" to have becn in at the death," C 

Dr. Lanllry, said most correctly, that, the l'ro:,:imate cc,nse nf the 
death of the tlcceasetl, was cOllsl·/tutioILCil /)')'/lul/o)1 and ab :.:'r.mt 
S7;PP;t)'?,lil),',"" lIe also states, that the tlecease(l died t:y "[Cctes 
d omlSSlOn. and explains all, by saying that Slip}, ,,,,,,tIOI/ m:g,',:, LI1'~ 
been shl)rtene,z Ii'! 7'eCOIL1'Se to (/11l1J1ttrd1:I)1L" 1 ask again why it was 
no.' done? ('ooper says Oll this subject, "It; at the end of twenty or 
thIrty days the prognosis is as Lad as it ',ya.; previously, mnpntation 
cannot be avoided. Thus, all the suiferings which the patient has en-
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dured hav,'/JCCll1tndergol1c /01' '1I01hl)l f7, and the operation will now be 
attendeu .,-,ith considerable risk, inasmuch as the juri i"1I1 is ill a dan
gem" <7-; :ccal"encd state. If nature revives at all. no tloubt the success 
of the operation becomes more probable; but, in this case, the surgeon 
instead of having- recourse to amputation, should redouble his efforts 
to preserve the limb." For thc unfortunate deceased to have sur
vivell such tratcment as J1e received at the "Iarine ] lospital for seven 
months a-Iul II ,7'1//, he must have had an iron fi'ame, and giant 
strength, notwithstanding Dr. ltowands allusion to his enfeebled 
constitution. The immolation of poor Lawson, has brought forth an 
exprc"jnn ofpuhlic opinion through a Jury, that will shake the man
agement of the ;,larine and Emigrant Hospital to its fuundation. The 
complaints of imli,-iduals, as well as bodies respecting this insti
tution, hal'e hitherto been treated with utter contempt. I had occa
sion as long ago as the 1st of :tVIarch, 1S5l, to complain to the Com-
missioners for the second time, that a patient (a sen'ant of my 
brother-in-law,) had died in the Hospital from im)'1'oper tJ'eat
meJd, and stated that I was prepared to prove my charges when
eyer the Commissioners chose to call upon me; but from that day to 
this, the only result, as far as my charges were concerned, has been 
an cJJpm'tc examination of the gnilty parties, (not their accusers) 
and the publication of a disgusting and false report, that would from 
any other source than Parliament have been treated as a libel. 
'Whenever the portals of the Insittution are opened to an impartial 
invest ig",jol1, either by Parliament, or by an independent Commis
sion, 1 shall be able and prepared to expose a few more of the pro
fessional (lelinquencies that have disgraced the management of the 
Institution for some time pact, such as unnecessary operations, fol
lowed almost by immediate death :-death from improper treatment, 
and ignorance !! attempting d2,ngerous and unnecc,~sary operations, 
treatening life, by ignorant and ullslrilful persons! ! !-commencinp; 
operations, which the operator was en:::,ble to complete; and render
ing the sufferer worse than before! ! ! :-scalding to death by hot baths, 
so that the skin has slipped off the body on lifting the living corpse 
out of the boiling water! ! ! ! !-Dreadful anci incredible as these things 
seem, THEY ARE FACTS. They have been reported to some of the 
Commissioners, who pretended not to believe them, but, they have 
not dared to invest'igate them, nor to call upon the parties who 
make these statements, (of whom I am one) for a confirmation of 
them. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 

W. MARSDEN, M. D., 
6, Anne Street, Quebec. 

IGth Augustr 1852. 
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In closinO' these paO'es I most emphatically deny the right of the 

four Commi~sioners of ~he ::ilarine and Emigrant Hospital, (with which 
I never had any connexion,) or any other body whatsoever, to in
vestigate my conduct, or to traduce my character a~ they have ~on~, 
whether it be good or bad. The novelty of trymg a man m his 
absence, and without charging him with any specific offence, has 
been reserved for the four Commissioners of the Marine and Emigrant 
Hospital. Their conduct towards me has been most wanton, cowardly 
and uIlmanly. The term ungentlemanly could, under any circum
stances, only apply to one of them; but, in this case, the error I 
belieyc is rather of the head than of the heart. Towards the others, 
I make no reservation. 

The duty of the four Commissioners, and all the Commissioners, 
was strictly confined to an honest and impartial investigation of the 
truth of the charges brought against the establishment over which 
they presi<le; and had their self-esteem been a little less, and their 
conscientiousness a little greater, they would not have thought me 
" unciyil " or "threatening, " (for I am in earnest,) and although 
my charges might in some measure have told of their neglect, they 
need not have feared the tTllth. The fact is, that the four Commis
sioners were not aware of the slippery and insincere character they had 
to deal with, in the Doyen of the medical profession of Quebec, who, 
by his falsehood and duplicity, has not only deceived and compromised 
them, but the Executive Government also. 

I respectfully submit the foregoing pages for your attentive perusal, 
consideration and action, as they embrace serious and weighty matters, 
that are either TRUE or FALSE. If true, your course is straight 
and eycn, but if false, it will only be common justice to the parties 
calumniated, to hold up their accusers (among whom I stand) to 
public odium, as a warning to others in like manner offending; but r 
_Hi PREPAItED TO PROVE THEil! TRUE. 

" Magna est veritas et prevalebit." 

Quebec, 30th August, 1852. 
W. MARSDEN, lYI. D. 

P. S. Since writing the foregoing pages the commISSIOners have 
resigned! vYas the pressure ti-om without too "Teat for them? 
Their .successors will now have a clear stage for action; and will not 
be oblrged to resort to the herculeau task of " changing the course of 
the river" to clean out the augean stables. A hundred facts await 
their hearing. 

Let them bear in mind that the patients are British and Irish and 
that their natura~ feelings and ~ympathies are the same ;-that they pay 
for all they receIve, and are therefore entitled to the best care and 
attendance that money can pr~cure for them ;-and that the patients 
are not pa71pers on whom medical tyros have a right to exercise their 
budding genius. 
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The Marine and Emigrant Hospital has been under gallic dominion 
from the day the trickey doyen entered it until now; he having exer
cised the" banal" right of oHicering it exclm;ively; either li'om his 
family, his relatives or his students. 

'Y. MARSDEN, Ill. D. 
G, Anne Street 

Quebec, September 16th, 1852. 


