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To the Board of Directors of the City of Toronto and 
Lake Huron Railway Company. 

London, Oct. 14, 1.'14.1. 
G E:\TLEMEX, 

I DO myself the honour to transmit, for your perusal and 
attenti,-e consideration, the accompanying information on 
the comparative merits of the town and harbour of Gode
rich, on Lake Huron, with the village of Sarnia, on the 
River St. Clair, to assist your determination in the selec
tion of the Lake terminus for your projected railway. 

In placing these documents before you, I am actuated 
alone by the conviction that Goderich is the best terminus 
of your contemplated undertaking, and hy the desire that 
every information in my power to give, should be laid before 
,vou upon this important subject, alike affecting the inte
rf':-;t~ of the stockholders, as of the colony. 

J have the honour to be, 

GENTLE)IE:\, 

Your most obedient and very humble Servant. 

DANIEL LIZARS. 





Comparative advantages of Godericlt as tIle best Terminus 
on Lake Huron, to the City of Toronto and Lake Huron 
Railway. 

(Copy.) 

London, .5 July, ] 845. 

To the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Directors of tIle 
Canada Company. 

GEXTLE:lIEX, 

IN accordance with your request I have the honour to 
submit to writing the substance of the information I had the 
pleasure to detail to you verbally on the 3d instant, relative 
to the projected Ontario and Huron railway. 

In 1836 a charter was granted by the Provincial Legisla
ture to certain parties to ('unstruct a railway from the 
township of Bertie, at the eastern end of Lake Erie, Nia
gara district, to Amhertsberg, at the western extremity of 
that lake, in the western district; but as no further action 
took place, the Act expired by non-user. 

About the same time an Act was obtained for a liBe 
between \\' ellington Square, outside of Burlington Bay, to 
Goderich, now expired as above. 

A similar Act was obtained for another line, called the 
Great \Vestern, to unite Hamilton, Brantford, London, 
and Windsor, near Sandwich. A clause was also insl·rted 
affording the Canada Company power to take a brandl to 
Goderich. This Act also expired, but wa.'> renewed and 
extended during the last session of the Provincial Parlia
ment. 
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:\ t the same period (lS3G) the Act incorporating the 
TOl'Onto and Lake ] luron Hailroad Company was ob
tained, but it also l'xpired like the others, and has been, 
as the preceding one, renewed by the last session of Par
lialllellt. 

To the two last especial attention now falls tu be di
l't'd('(l. 

The rem'wE'(l Act nuw gives to the Toronto Company the 
power tu fix th(, terminus at such poiut as they may deem 
most ;llhisable on Lak:, I-I uron ~ while the sL,k,et cOlllmittel' 
l'eCOnlllll'll(l it to be at the point which will make the route 
as !-ihort as pussible, un sume purtion of the navigable waters 
ot' Lake Huron, so as to opL'n up the unsettll!d COlllltry, 
aIHl 1Jl' calculated to iuvite tu the province and throll,!.!,'h it 
fOl'l'ign traffic and foreign commerce. The committee 
further emphatically recommend the terminus to be at 
GUilcrich; a III 1 that such a route would l'0:-;SL'SS mallY and 
superior all vantages ow'!' any other. 

On the puhlication of the Report of the Seleet COI11-

mittl'e, the Corresponding COlllmittee of the Huron Dis
trict Meeting wrote to the Toronto Board of Trade 
offering our co-olll'ration. The official answer rel'l'ived 
from ::\Ir. RiLlout, the ]lrcsiLlent, and also his private letter, 
was agaill!-it the Gudl'rich line so strenuously recomnwnded 
by the :-;dect Committee, and in favour of a more i'ORTIIERLY 
terminl/s, I'i:::., :-;,\I"I;J~. 

To corl ed an error so prejudicial to the interests of 
the Huron, a deputation proceeded to Toronto, and the 
gentlemen composing it had scveral interviews with the 
Board of Trade, and the Directors of the Railway Com
pany, to ",hom they exhihited the documents afterwards 
published in their printed statement. The discussions at 
these inten"je\\'s were so full, and, as we considered, so 
satisfactory, 1)oth from the character of the resolution passed 
unanimously by the Board of Trade, but also from the na
ture of the letter of 1\1 r. Gamblc, scerctul'} to the Railroad 



('ompany, that we wcn' almost asslll'l'll that (;olll'l'ic·h \\"01\11\ 

1Jl' the \\'('st.'rn terminus, as thel'ein admitted to IH' \I'JilllPti 
out by the ~eled CUJllillittee or the }louse of .\';S('lli1Jly. 
\Ve, tlll'l'efore, at once agreed til .. suh';l'ribe," as rl"plested, 
"our quota" ~agTeell upun as one-fourth), tU/I'(//'(I:,; t!tl' I'X

jJt--lI~e I~r It prdilllillary "sIlT/'cil and e/II(f'l of tlte liollt/leTIl 

s!tu/'e (~l LrlHe IIIlTon, witlt the sull' r;CII' of .wltetillg tIl(' 
JIIust eligible !tm'bouT." 

Our printc,l statement, togdhL'r with the facts amI. t!OI'\I

lIIenh submitted, atldclI to our local kllo\\lecl~L' anti. P"I':-;ollal 
ohs('nation as to tile ineli.~_6IJility of tltc' line tu ~all~in, amI. 
the impractil'allility ot' c'ver '~lJnst.ructing a :~arl~ h<1I'1;1)1I1' 
thcre, relllo\'L'cl the eITOllL'/j\lS Opilliull:-- in favl)ur of' that 

terminus, inclustriously l'il'l:UlatL'!\ II)' interestlxl. parties to 
the prejudice of the very superior aclvantages to III' ,~ained 

IJY the Goderich line. 'V e, therefore, confidently awaited 
the promised visit of the competent I'II!lille! /' 7U1COlltl.Ccted 

witlt " 1'01'OlltO or Godericli," to decide upon the eligibility 
of the r('spective harbom's of ~aup;in anlI (';'od,ri(·h, as aIJoy,' 

stateel. 
These reasonable cXl'l'etations, /'uundl'll 111'00 a pllsitive 

compact with those we consielered incapable of' sWl'n'in:.!,' 
therefrom, Wl're not then destined til be rcalizctl. J n vain 
we waited in goofl faith the advent of the" engineer," alld 

it was not till undeC'('iYL'll by the tone of the TO\,lInto 

Press, that we were led to understand the (;oderich line, 

with all its superior reconllnendations, \\as to be Sl't 
aside without further ceremony, or ill\'l'stigatiIlIl, til .gin' 
place to the pretensions of a ncw and hitherto unheat'!l. 
of terminus, as far south of Goclerich as Sallgin \\',\'i 

north, viz. Port Sa1'l1ia, a village situate(\ dowll the rivct' 

St. Clair, about two miles (or perhaps mol'<') f!'lJm its 
entrance out of Lake Huron. 

This place, not before mentiIJIIl'll, l':\:eel'till~ c;t";lIally 

in the Report of the Select Committel" as a pl)int of 
distance, aUf I as being at the heal} of the ~t, ~ 'lail' li'l'I', 
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now appears to occupy the attention of the Toronto Com
pany. Its pretensions were first brought into notice in 
an anonymous letter in the Kingston Chronicle, signed 
by "A Traveller," and supposed to he the production of a 
gentleman, the principal proprietor of the town-plot of Port 
Sal'l1ia, and of otlier extl'nsin=' property in that neighbour
hood. Its principal rC'commendation as the \\T estern ter
minus being its proximity to the State of Michigan, and 
consequent command of the" winter travel." 

J n this state of mat tel's, a second Deputation from 
Goderich I )I'oceedell to Toronto. They ,vaited lIpon ~\I 1'. 

Ualllble, and pl'UfieI'L"] a meeting with the Railroad Di
rectnrs, which \\'as dl~elille(l in the meanwhile, till the 
return of the engineers, )lessrs. "T allace and Ross, then 
said to he upon their tour of observation towards Gode
rieh and Saugin, in terms of l\Ir. Gamhle's lettn of 
21,t h March. The surprise of the Deputation l1Iay, 
however, be more easily conceived than expressed, when 
the)' learned from ~Ir. Ross, who retllmC'll next day, 
that the sole u1Jjl·et of thl·ir il1\'estigation was Port Sar
nia, and tIll' route by London thither, and that they 
had received no instructions whatever to "isit Go(lerich. 
The I)('plItatioll having :l.1(II'('s8l':1 a copy of the letter of 
their corresponding Committee to the Canada Company, 
of date 7th of May, to the Toronto Company, returned 
to Goderich on 17th ;\Iay. 

A few days after thisjuncturC', :\11'. ~Iercer .Jom·s, then 
in Toronto, forwarrled a copy of a Prospectus about to 
1)(' i~~l\('ll hy ~lr. Gwynne, upon which a public meeting 
of the illhabitants of the district was called for the 3rd 
June, "hen, il/trr alir(, it \Vas resolved to dispatch a 
Delegate to London, to advocate the superiority of the 
Goderi<.'h line and tile cause of the Huron District. 

Haying sketched the rise and progress of this measure 
thus far in Canada, I shall proceed to discuss its merits 
as they hear in particular upon Port Sarnia and Goele-



rich, and endeavour, at the sallle time, to point out the 1111-

po-;sihility of reconciling the various illterests of the 
pla~l's now before the public, owing to their ('ullfliding 
Oeographical positions. These are :-

1 st. Toronto-'\T estern Terminus-Goderil'h, or Port 
Sal'llia. 

2nd. Great \\T estern, l'i::. Hamilton, Bruntfunl, Lon
don, Port Sarnia; or, 

3rd. Hamilton, Brantford, London, Chathalll, Sand
wich. 

The Toronto Company's Charter hinds the terminus 
of that line to some portion of the navigable waters of 
Lake- Huron. But Port Sarnia is not so situat('fl. It 
is at the head of the St. Clair river, helow the rapids, 
after passing out of Lake Huron. Goderich, then,fon', 
or some other portion of the navigable wat,,!,s uf Lake 
Huron, can he their only terminus in conformity with 
their \11'(,:-;(,11 t Charter. 

It would be sacrificing the future interests of Toronto 
were she to coalesce with No. ~, as she would shortly 
cease to I'l' the shrting poin t., or eastern terminus, 
which woulll devolve upon Hamilton. ::\' or coulel they 
jointly earry the trunk line through any of the castr'l'll 
portion of the Canada Company's lands towards Port 
Sarnia, withuut abandoning London, which latter place 
the V}'mt Western line is bound by its Charter to pass 
through. 

It appears to me self-evident that, in the present 
condition of the Province, two lines of Railroad run
ning nearly parallel, viz. from Toronto to Port Sarnia, 
and from Hamilton by Brantford, London, and Chatham 
to Sandwich, would not only not pay, hut would each he 
conducive to the other's ruin. They would both be run
ning not only parallel with each other, but conterminous 
to the navigable waters of Lakes Erie, and St. Clair, 
and the rivers to Lake Huron ~ and in the case of the 



lAtL'r, I'lllllling alungsidi' of the navigable Thames, alll! 
Lake :--;t. Chir, from Chatham to Sandwi~h, a distal)(;(' of 
+:-; miles. Either of t h( 'se lines would run ill direct <:ulli
simI :lilfl cOllqetitioll. witll the British and American stl':Wl 
ships on these \\'~Lters dUl'ili.l.!,' the travelling periud of the 
)'l'al'. viz. aftn the Il:\\'i.l.!,'ation is generally opened up over 
t.he l'il t i rl' eOllntl'Y, when tIll' spril1,!.!,' ships lWl.!,in to ar
rive fl'(';11 Europe'. The COll-;("luence wOIIILl be as in the 
e:lSl' of the Cly')" stl'alll-Loats, and the Glasgow alii 1 
(;n'l'lllll·j.; Hailroad, the stealllel'S would. by reduced ratl'S, 
llIol}()polize th(' entire "lJ~(;\IEH l'a.;sen!.!,"'l" trade. 

The willter travl'l is all illll"ion 1I0W ~.!,'()t up fut" the first 
time in the histor~' of (';lI1adian travel, to suit the purpose 
of l'l'rtaill proprietor,.;; of Port Sarnia, by landholders 
rl'si.lillo· at Toronto interest!'.l in wild lands in the town-:-. 

ships aloll~ that lilll', from London, antI l)y the holders of' 
(io\'L'l'Illl1ent Lanll Sl'I'i i' tlL'siruus of speculating in these 
tuwnshlps. 

Another argullll'lIt addUCt';] in favour of the chimera of' 
willter travel is, the furtuitous circulllstance of Captain 
Hic-hanlslln of Toronto ha\'ing sailed his solitary steam-boat 
during la:-;t wintcr from thenee tl) Xiagara, an occurrence 
which Illay nut, perha;)s, happen again for the next ten 
\'l'ar". One swallow dlll''l not make the SLImmer. 

I t is notorious that, although the A tlantic is now open 
all \\illter from Europe' to ~ ew York, Baltimore, l\' l'W 
Orleans, and intenllediate ports, yet cmigrants do not 
avail them"l'h'es of it to settk ill the .\ tlantic States, or 
tllns(' aC(','"sible by the :\Ii:-;sissippi and its tributaries. 
The sl'ason is too inclement, ('\'('n in the milder regions of 
Europc. tn ('Xl'o:-;c women and tender infants to its rigoUl., 
morC' l'spl'l'ially as a laudahle economy inclines the great 
bulk of ellli,~rants tn prefer deck passages on our lakes 
an(l rivers. But a,lmittill'..!,' that thl'.\' mi.!.!'ht tr:lYt'l at slleh 
a :-;,'<\:-;on, tlll'j' could llot sec the lands to judge of a location 
wI II' II \'cill,,} 1II111er tIw SilO\\', and wquItI require to wait 
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its melting, at g'l'l'at l':\.jH'llSe, to enallk them to make a 
sclt'ctioll, and then put up a house or shanty, in order to 
I:U: 11ll1C:llce operations. The genial weather fit to enable 
families of emi,u;rall t ,., to tran,l with comfort and el"I In(111)" 
doe;o; not sct in till the middle of April, the period. when 
the great travel of the country commences, whatever may 
be said to the I:untrary, notwithstandinu;. No trade exists 
during the winter betwC'cn the Eastern and '\' estern por
tions of the l ~ nited ~tates or Canada, and travelling at 
that period is uf little or no importance. 

To return tu the " winter travel" at Port Sarnia, it is 
distinctly denied that the St. Clair river opposite, between 
it anll tlte American town of Port Huron, is always open. 
In the winter of 1:-;:;7-3:-;, I was there for many weeks with 
the lst H llron militia (of which I have the honour to be 
major), sent thither for the pretection of that frontier 
ai.;';t i n"t the pillage and incendiarism of tIll' A merican bri
gands. The river was then often illlras~,aLle; and it is 
notorious that it is sometimes so for days and weeks toge
tl)('r for the general purposes of passage or COllll1l<'I'Cl'. 

Again, during the entire season of navigation, Port Sar
nia, from its being situated below the rapills of the river 
St. Clair on the' banks of that river, and not upon the 
navigable waters of Lake H Ul'on, vessels there are con
stantly liable to be wind-bound by the north-westers, which 
blow Ilown the lake and rapids for nine months, at least, 
out of tIle twelve. Moreover, vessels from the lake cannot 
enter the rapids of the St. Clair river, so as to reach Port 
Sarnia with a south or south-west wind. 

T have myself on different occasions been detained winrl
bound at Port Samia for periods of four, six, or eight days. 
On one of these occasions the schooner Gazelle, Captain 
i\' l'\\'man, was asked by a steamer $100 to tow her up 
into Lake Huron, At other periods I was twice detained 
there while proceeding to the lake in all Ol'l'll boat fOl' 

uJlwards of five days 011 each occasion. 
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It is a fallacy to say that Port Sarnia is on Lake Huron. 
Goderich Harbour, however, is on Lake Huron; and when 
finished, as it easily can be at little expense, will be safe 
and secure to be entered by vessels at all times, by day or 
night, with any wind that can blow, where they may lie to 
the number of 200 sail, of 250 tons, in the most perfect 
security. The provincial Government is prepared to erect 
a first-class lighthouse at Goderich Harbour, at a cost of 
£.500 during the ensuing season.- Vide Report of the 
Board of \ \' orks laid before the Legislative Assembly, Feb. 
lS-:1<;j, pp. 17 and 64. 

The fact of there being no water-power at Port Sarnia, 
or for many miles near it, is fatal to it eyer becoming a 
useful or profitable terminus to a railroad, one of the prin
cipal sources of freight to the latter being flour; this article 
could. not be manufactured there. On the contrary, there 
is unlimited water power at Goderich, not to be surpassed 
in X orth America. Vessels, therefore, reaching Port 
Sal'llia from Lake Michigan would proceed from Lake Erie 
to the nearest great water power at Thorold or St. Cathe
rine's on the "r elland Canal) or would pass onwards to 
Kingston. 

The passage to shipping through the tortuous channels 
and shallows of Lake St. Clair is rendering the navigation 
below Port Sarnia eYl'ry day more precarious and expensive, 
owing to the frequency of vessels running a-ground, the 
loss of time by such detention, and the cost of liO'hteraO'e o 0 

to get them off, or, in all cases with large ships, to lighten 
them sufficiently to pass over the shoals in either direction, 
is altogether avoided at the Port of Goderich; Lake St.. 
Clair is daily fast filling up, and at no distant period will be 
rendered useless for navigation. The above considerations 
are among the many reasons pointing out Goderich as the 
superior terminus. 

By a railroad terminus at Port Samia, neither settlers, 
nor foreign traffic, and foreign eonuuerce, would, in the 
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emphatic language of the report of the ~elel't Committee, 
be invit.ed to the province, These would instantly pass 
ovet' to t.he A merican larger town fit' Port limon, opposite, 
where the British terminus woulll be in t'l'ality, there1.y 
rendering tIll' province a mere "(l'pping-stone erecte(l hy 
British capital for the sale convl'lIiL'lIcy, J'(,bti\ely speaking', 
of the citizens of the :-;tatl'S (If X ew York and those to the 
westward, 

The land at Port Sal'llia and the nei,~hhouring townships 
is poor indeed compared with t.hat ot' the H lIron district, 
ancl the line from GocIerich to Toronto, awl cOilsequently 
holds out fewer inducements fur cmigrants to ' l'ttle on the 
former line, ,,'hereas, from tIll' superilli' l'jdlne~,:-; of tIl(' 
soil of the latter, its water POWl')', strt'am,;, awl gn'ater 
salubrity, owing to the' total ahsence of S\\:LlllpS, which 
ahound near Port :-;arnia and the a(l.iacent townships, 
vast numl,c'r,; intending to procl'e(l to the far \V cst would 
be cheerfully attracted and absorbed along the Toronto 
and (,oderich line, and among the splendid lands of thc 
Huron District, 

.\. t port Sarnia a railroad would terminate within easy 
range of t.he American cannon of Fort Gratiot, and, in thc 
event of war with the e nited States, \\'Oulcl prove a source 
of daily annoyance, and of vast eXl'l'nse for it,; protection. 
Durin,!!; the last war a miscreant of the nallIe flf \Vesthrook, 
with a hand of freebooters, e,;tabli,;hed thelllseives on this 
VL'ry frontier, and made incursions into C'an:lcla for the 
purposes of plunder and kidnapping, Yerily their cha)}('('s 
of ransom would have been mightily improvL'd lJ) a railway 
terminus. 

Even in tin];' of peace it would he lial,le, if terminating 
at Port Sarnia, to constant interruption from the lawless 
characters at all times congregated on that frontier, who, 
from the reckless hatred they foster and encourage against 
everything English, would not scruple to break up the rails, 
demolish and destroy in mere wantonness against the 
"Britislters," No police couhl control them, and the 
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laws lil the Gnited States al'e ncxt to a dead letkr. \\'e, 
in Cannda, havc 110t Jet furgotten the lIlUl'ilerom; and incen
diary character of the Allleriean brig-al1lls of ] s:j7, 8, amI fl, 
on our south ::~I,l \"(,,,tern frontiers during a period of' pro
found 1'('<Il'C l)ctween the countries. '1'bl' as.-;assinations of 
Dr. Ilullle of the - rcginlcnt, C,ptuin Ushcr, ancI many 
others. The midnight LUl'l1ings of our houses and barns. 
Thc burning of the ~il' RulJert Peel, steam ship. The 
fielll lish destruction of General Brock's monument ~ while 
at tIll' sall1C timc the miscreants Lett, Bill .J ohnson, and 
utlll'r dcsllt'radoes, walked seatldess at hroacl (lay, boasting 
of their iniquitous exploits, and lauded and encourag·L·d in 
their infalllOus career hy what may be l'onsi(lcrell the re
spectahle portion ofl their fellow-citizens, conrellera ted, 
without a blush, into Hunter's Lodges for our l1c:-;truction, 
and the conquest l,f devoted Canada. 

A railroad frolll Toronto to GOllel'ich would be secure 
from an eill'lIlY, and easily protected at all times, while, 
during war, in a military point of "iew, it would dil'cctly 
intersect thc g)'eat peninsula of (T pper or "r estel'll Canada, 
terminating at each extremity at harbours admirably fittl,(l 
hy nature and art for defence, as well as for na,\'al depots, 
from whence expL'(litions could he fitted Ollt with SL'l'I'L'l'Y 
and safety which would be altogether impracticable at Port 
Sarnia. 

I come now to consider the claims of the contendinO' 
o 

termini in a commercial point of view, as far as distance 
and cost are concerned, and shall confine myself to Gode
rich and Port Sarnia; Sandwich, in my opinion, in the 
present condition of the province, being out of the ques
tion ~ remarking only, that the distance from 

Toronto to Sandwich is 
Ditto Goderich 

Difference in favour of Goderich 

232 miles. 
109 

123 miles. 
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The line from Torolltu to (3o(lerieh avoids all the deep 
ra\'inl's of the other line, by a gentle aSl'l'nt to the \en') 

plains of the head waters of the rivers which are elllPtied 
intu Lakes Ontario, Erie, St. Clair and Huroll. 

The Port Sarnia line would rvqllire bridges and \iadllct~ 
of great altitlille aeross the dl'l'p ravines of the rivers 
H umber, Credit, Sixteen-mile CI'('ek, Twelve-mile Creek, 
Grand River, and various branehe's of till' ThalJlc's, &c. 

The terminus at Godl'rieh would form a permanent 
depot for British merchandize, and for the importation of 
r nited States produce - wheat, in particular, from the 
Ports of Shl'boigan, Green Bay, ;,] illwaukee, Racine, 
Chicag'!), Grand River, Kalamazoo, and St. .Ju:;wph's, in 
the States of \\'isconsin, Illinuis, and ~lichigan ~ IJl'sides 
being the national mart and point of despatch for the 
J'roduce of the millions of acre's to be brought into culti\'a
tiun by the opening up of this splendill section of Canada 
by such a line of communication. 

The manufacture of wheat into flour would cn'ate a 
demand for, and bring into profitable use, tile immense 
mill-power of the river Maitland (at present almost dor
mant), which offers accommodation for eighteen mills of 
the first magnitude on the tuwn-plot of Goderieh, Lesidl's 
power to almost any further extent between the falls and the 
tOWI1, a distance by the road of about four or fiye miles. 

Flour can be profi taLly transported by rail wa y, but not 
wheat ~ the manufacture of flour at Goderich, therefore, 
would produce an article of transit, while it would ('11-

courage cooperages, founderies, shipping, &c. and attract 
large bodies of artificers, mechanics, and lahourers. The 
surrounding country would fill up rapidly, and Goderich 
would become what it is destined to be, a large and 
flourishing city and port. 

Deprived by nature of the vast hydraulic powers enjoyed 
hy Goderich and its superior soil, does Port Sarnia in this 
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respect offer the same atl \antages as Goderich, as the 
terminus to a railway to benefit the province, Ol' likely to 
create a like quantum of national wealth? 

I shall not attempt to estimate the vast encrease which 
the line to Goderich would bring to the population along 
the con terminus millions of acres, of the richest land in 
Xorth "\ mC'l'ierl, which it would open up and s(,ttle, or the 
vast en('\'ease of produce which would assuretl!y fullo\\'. 
Tit" Huron District, in the three years between the hit of 
.January, ]81-:2, and ht of .January, 1~45, has elll'l"cased in 
populatioll about 1U,UOO souls. The number of acres HOW 
unclet· cultivation in the I )ist rid, as near as t 11(' imperfect 
mode of return to 11Iy office enables tile to calculate, may 
be about ;")0,000. The annual increase in 1844 (of acres 
clearcd), was bet",cl'n Ii and 7000, brought into cultivation 
fot' that year: this is encreasing in a progressiVl' ratio 
commensurate "ith the annual addition to the population 
by immigration. 

Until 18 ~;), the surplus produce of the Huron was 
absorbed hy the new settlers, and it was Hot till that year 
that cash ,\,as first offered Ly the storekeepers for wheat 
for exportation, and ahout 2600 bushels was all that 
('ould be scraped together. Durinp; the last season, how
('vcr, (winter, 1844--:» lIi,OOO bushels have been exported, 
from the township of Uoderich, and 20,000 from the town
ship of North Easthope. Open up this fine country by a 
railroad to the eastern markets, and 100,000 BARRELS of 
flour will soon he annually produced. 

The manufacture of pearl ash, now successfully intro
duced into the Huron, will, in a few years, form an im
portant article of trade and transit. 

The demand for fat cattle for the Toronto market is now 
attracting the attention of our Huron farmers, and during 
the current year, 1\11'. Jas. Hutcheson, of Tuckersmith, 
had, up to May, driven thence upwards of 150 fat oxen. 
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The saving of value on cattle sent by Railway instead of 
heing driven, is calculated at 10 per cent. N otwithstand
ing ~1r. II. received remunerating prices. This trade can 
be encreased to an incredible ex tent, and likewise that of 
all manner of live stuck and provisions, either for home 
consumption or exportation. 

The inexhaustible fisheries of Lake II uron, hitl1l'rto in 
abeyance, will claim a large share of railway traffic. Any 
given quantity of the Huron herrillgs, from 1 up to .50 or 
100,000 R\RREL":, raIl be taken during each season; 600 
Barrels haw been taken at one haul of the seine; salmon 
trout, whit" fi~h, pik(·, pickerel, maskononge, and sturgeon, 
are likewise rUl'ed for commerce, therehy creating a lll'mand 
for a large annual importation of salt. 

The ten populous townships pointed out in the Ueport 
of the ~elect Committee in the Hume and \Vellington Dis
trict, through which this line would pass, would yi(·ld an 
immediate way travel for the first ;;;) miles, and "hen 
completed to Goderich, its prosperity would he heyoIlll 
doubt. A new country like it does not, cannot retl'llgra<ie, 
but steadily advances in prosperity for ct'lItllJ'ies. 

I shall now close this l'OIll111Uni('atiull with calculatiolls 
of the difference of distance, and of expellse of constructiull 
of the various routes. 

The exact distance, by calculation on a ~I S. plan 
from actual measurement by"" Hawkins, 
Esq., D.P.S., from Toronto to Goderich, is 

The Distance from Toronto tu Port Sarnia, cal
culated by John ~l'Donald, Esq., D.P.S., is 

Balance in favour of Goderich 

Estimated cost at -L';J,~.;O per mile. 

From Toronto to Port Sarnia, 185 miles 
" "Goderich, I 09 miles 

Balance in favour of Goderich 

lOa mile~. 

185 

,0 

£ 
GOJ,2:JO 

354,250 

£ 211,000 



lntel'('~t at (j per cent. 011 line, from 

Toronto to Port Sarnia 
Toronto to Goderich 

Balance of interest in favour of Goderich 

£ 
3G,Oi5 

21,255 

£ 14,820 

It is ohvious, therefore, that the Toronto and Port Sar
Ilia line would have to realize, clear of all expense, wear and 
tear, the sum of,Ll 1 +,S:W by its" winter tra H·I," bl·fore it 
would. 1legin to pay an interest equal to that on the Gode
rieh route. 

The amount of £'3,2.50 per mile is the sum estimated 1)), 
tIlL' Torollto Directors. But in eom'C'I'f;ing with engineers 
of emil1l'nce in the province, they are of opinion that a rail
road in Canada should be essentially British, including 
the 11I0f;t modern improvements which combine solidity, 

• durability, alld rapid travelling', with Ill'av), loads. They 
therefore advise an estimate at £;),000 per mile, viz.-

Toronto to Port Sarnia, 185 miles 
Toronto to Goderich, 109 miles . 

Balance in favour of Goderich 

T nter('~t at 6 per cent. on line, from 

£ 
925,000 

545,000 

£380,000 

£ 
Toronto to Sarnia 56.500 
Toronto to Goderich 32,iOO 

Balance in favour of Goderich and against Port 
Sarnia line for" winter travel" £ 23,800 

Supposing both lines actually made and in operation, I 
am firmly of opinion that Guderieh would enjoy almost 
exclusively the summer travel, while Port Sarnia would. be 
welcome to that in wint.er. 



The traffic un the line of railroad from Toronto to 
Goderich woulLl be extended westward by steam \'(·:-;:-;(·Is, the 
di:':-tinatiun of the partil's heing the ports on Lake ~lil'hi
g':LI1, 01' cice rasa. This \\ould be efii:<:il'd I), Ollt' tran
shipment, and would I)l' dl'finitive to any of these ports. 
Mark the difference bet\\l'l'11 the above awl a routl' 1)), ] 'urt 
Sarnia. 

By Port Sarnia you enCl'eaSl' the disiall(,l' 7i) I1lill's at 
the lUWl'st additional l'ust of £~+, ,000, and on univing' 
there you are ,0 mill'S more distant by water to your «1(·s
tination than by tIil' (iulll'rich line, or an enl'l'easl'(1 distance 
beyond the Goderich route> uf 14,6 mile-s. 

ThL' ad\ul'atL's for the Port Sarnia line maintain, that 
there is a railway communication from l'Ul't IJ Ul'on oJ1pl 1sit\, 
t.o Port :-ial'llia, with the Detroit Hailroad to St. ,Jusl'l'h on 
Lake ~Iichigan. 

This is not the case, there being TlO l'aill'oa(1 from Port 
Huron to the Detroit line, and even this Dd rui t line to St. 
Joseph is only finished for 100 miles, 01' as far as Marshall, 
leaving 94 miles of this line yct to Ill' cOlllpleted. 

It is true as regards thc Port II uron and Detroit ima
ginary junction, that asort of survey was completed some years 
agu, not to Detroit, but of the ~ orthL'l'll Railroad, to l'1lI1l
mence at Port Huron (opposite Port :-iamia), and tl) extend 
to Grand Haven on Lake Michigan. Length, 201 miles. 
But this line is no\\' totally alJalldoned; the (;ovel'1lor of 
the State having publicly declared that no appropriation 
will henceforth be made to any line north of the Detroit 
until the latter line is completed. This last is a pOOl' 

concern, the ratl' of travel being from 1 + to 18 milcs 1'1'1' 

hour; 15 miles have only been eOl1ll'ktl'(l within the last 
fi\'c years, and to keep it in anything like repair, I have 
been informed that the Public School Tax has been diverted 
from its original intention to that purpose. 

N ow then, to show the fallacy of the Toronto winter 
travel via Port Sarnia, you must have a destination hy 
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land exclusively, and in the present. state of the enterprize 
we shall assume this to be St. Joseph's, on Lake Michigan. 

The distance by railroad will be as follows:-

Toronto to Port Sarnia 
Port Sarnia to Detroit 
Marshall to St. Joseph 

Line not yet made 
Detroit to Marshall (made) 

Length of railroad required to be travelled 

185 miles. 
60 
94 

339 
100 

439 

Further, the great rush of settlement is, however, pour
ing into the western coast of Lake Michigan and' Visconsin; 
taking, therefore, the intermediate Port of l\1illwaukee, 
the distance from St. Joseph thither by steam-boat across 
Lake Michigan is 10:; miles. l\Iaking the extreme distance 
from 

Toronto to the west side of Lake Michigan, with 
4 changes or transhipments 

The samc destination 1)), Goderich will be, 

Toronto to Goderich by railroad . 
Goderich to ~Iillwaukee by steam-boat 

With one transhipment 

The distance from Toronto by Goderich to She
boigan in Wisconsin is 

544 miles. 

109 miles. 
457 

566 

516 miles. 

Should parties, however, be desirous to reach Dctroit, 
the distance from Toronto is as follows :-

Toronto to Port Sarnia 
Toronto to Goderich 
Goderich to Port Sarnia . 

109 } 
70 

Difference in favour of Goderich 

185 miles. 

179 

6 miles. 

Having, I trust, satisfactorily discussed the matter of 
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distance to the grand destination from Toronto, I proceed 
to examine the cost of the roads actually to be made by 
both routes and at the lowest ratc,-

Toronto to Port Sarnia 
Port Sarnia to Detroit in :'.Iichigan 60 

Marshall to St. Joseph's . 94 

Making 

185 miles. 

154 

of road to be made, which, at £3,250 would cost 
339 miles 

£1,101,750 

~Iiles £. 
In Canada 185 601,~50 

In State of Michigan 154 500.500 

339 miles cost 
Toronto to Goderich 109 .. 

230 miles in favour of Goderich, or 
£7-17,500 in favour of Goderich. 

£ 1,101,750 
354_.~50 

Or at the higher rate of £5,000 per mile, would cost, 
Vl:.-

Toronto to St. Joseph, as above 
Toronto to Goderich . 

Balance ill favour of Goderich line 

Miles. £. 
33() 1,695,000 

109 5-1:>,000 

£ 1,150,000 

According' to the rate charged per ton on the Great "r estern United States Railroad, vi:::. H cent. pel' mile 
pel' ton, flour might be delivered bct\\,l~cn Goderich and 
Toronto, taking the distance at 109 miles for 9d. per 
barrel. 

I have been informed by ~[r. Counter, late mayor of 
Kingston, who is extensively engag(·tl in the export trade 
of flour from Canada, that the freight and \ Veil and Canal 
toll from Detroit to Toronto would cost 1 s. -J.d. pel' barrel. 

Every handling or transhipment of flour will cost :3d. 
per barrel, at the very lowest rate. The present charge 

c 
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on the American railways being 10 cents per barrel, or 
Gd. provincial currency. 

The line from Toronto to St. Joseph's, via Port Sarnia, 
would require 4 handlings per barrel. That from Toronto, 
by Goderich, would require ~ only. Difference against 
Port ~arIlia, Gd. per barrel additional. 

The loss by shake on the barrel in the transit of large 
cargoes of flour is encreased by the distance of railway 
carnage. 

Extreme distance hy railway from 

St. Joseph's to Toronto, rid Port Sarnia 
Extreme railway distance by Goderich line 

. 439 miles. 

. 109 

Balance of loss by shake against Port Sarnia line 330 

I now close this communication in the hope that the 
facts and arguments adduced will confirm you in the 
recommendation of the Report of the :-\eled Committee of 
the Hou~e of Assembly, and adopted by the Ontario and 
Huron Railway Cumpany formed in London, "that the 
contemplated Railroad should have its termination at 
Goderich, a route which would possess mallY and superior 
advantages over any ot/ler." 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) DAN. LIZARS. 

Delegate from the meeting of the Huron District held 
at Goderich, \\r estern Canada, ard June, 1845. 
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Letter from Juhn Stewart, Esq., Barrista, ('/lIIiJ'lIl(l1l I!/ 
COlllmittee of the Westl'l"n ('al/atlll, Olltario, and Hurun 
Junction Railu'ay Company, formed at UndcricTt, :3" 
June, 1 ~ .. L:>, for tllC purpose of co-operating with tile 
Company of the same name formed in tlte City of Londoll, 
and now designated, "The Cily of Toronto and Lal{e 
Huron Railway Cumpany." 

In a matter of so vast provincial as well as local import
ance, as the selection of the termini of a work of such 
magnitude as the connexion of Lakes Ontario and Huron 
hy railway, it might have been expected that the claims of 
all contending parties would be fairly and op,'nly discllssed, 
and that point adopted, ,yithout prejudice or favour, which, 
from its natural position, its i}1l:tlifications as a harbour, and 
the facilities which it might offer, o\'cr :lii)' other, for tIll' 

extension of pruvincial manufact ures and mereallt ilt~ pur
suits; yet, throughout the whole contest betwixt Saugeen, 
Goderich, Sarnia, and 'V incIsor, the prejudice against 
Goderich has been must nliLoriolis. Ib inhabitants havc Ll'Cll 

branded with '""l'a:-;hlll'.";S and preeipitancy," becau:-;t.' tllat, 
when all faith was broken with them, they dared to express 
their opinion of the treatment they had received, amI send 
a delegate to England to attend to tIwir illtcre;,;ts: and yd 
we find, from the ~Hamiltoll Gazette of tk' 18th instant, 
that the peoplc of Hamilton also complain of Toronto for 
want of courtesy and breach of faith. 

The friends and advocates of Goderich hare been stig
matised as" ignorant and interested;" wlJile all oppose,l tu it 
are held up to the public, by a portion of the prc's.-;, as th:~ 
only parties possessing sufficient intelligence and infol'ma
tion to be competent to form an ()l,illilill on tht' SUhjl'Ct. 
The Goderich Harl)our has been sne<"l'l·d at a..; a place unfit 
for" embarking on Lake Huron," and fo), no otlie)' r,·a~OIl 

I' 2 



than II('cause it is unknown. There is a vulgar adage, that 
" none are so hlind as those who will not see," which seems 
aptly applicable in thi" case. The (iuuerich party have not 
only ('()urtcil inquiry, but offered to pay for it, in order that 
the whille truth lIli!..;"ht lJe known; but, notwithstanding an 
agreement til this f,fti.·ct with the· parties in Toronto sup
}lOSt,a til be particularly interested in having the harbours 
on the Briti"h shul'!' of Lake Huron thoroughly examined, 
thl' promised "lII'H'y was not permitted to take place, nor 
any l'l'aSlln gl\l'n. 

\\' e have also been told that no one "outside the 
town-plot of GOflerich" \Voula l'H'r think of such a thing 
as makill,!..;' thi" the tel'minlls: and ll1erdy because "every
body says so." And yet this same "everybody" will not 
take the trouhlc· to make himself acquainted with the 
suhject; allY thing, howevl'l", against Goderieh being most 
readily bdieH'll on hearsay. 

\\r (' shall !lIlW see hllw tlli' fact i" a" til this assertion. 
III ] s:3(" tIlt' (i n'at. \\' c"tel'll Hail\Vay was chartl'red, anll 

the members of tlt(~ then House of Assembly of U!,!,t'r 
Canada were so iml'l'I",,(',l "'jth the favourable I'0sition anll 
natural allYantages III' GOllerieh for a western terminus, that 
they a!,pendell a clmN' to the bill to ('nable the Huron to 
tah' a hraneh frllm any point betwL'en O:--.J'"rll aIHI London. 
In IS3S his E\edkney Sir George 1\rthur yisitell Goderich; 
an.], after carefully examining the tmm sitl' and harbour, he 
yoluntarih" ('\1'1'('''''('11 him<;f,lf to those around him in nearly . . 
the following wllrds :-" 'fhi" place is well adal'tc,I for a 
fortification and naval dcl'ut, the harhour being so well 
sheltcre(l on the north and south. J n t.he event of war , 
militaryan,l stores could 1)c at once dispatched to any point 
on the lake,,; but to be complete, there should be a rail
road from this to Hamilton (11' Toronto." Tn which senti
ments Deputy-Quartermaster General Colonel 1\1' Kenzie 
Fraser nlilst warmly concurred. In 18.J.o the late E-lir Richard 
Downes .J ackson, then co 1I11mander of the forces, visited 
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tJlis place; and, on viewing the lake and harbour from the 
hei.!.!,'hts on the south side of iL he dl'darl,(l that" (;(Jdl'
rich, with its noble harbour, i;; (Jill' of the prettiest situa
tioll:-; I haye l'yer sel'n; and in a military point of 
vil'\\', it coulll, at comparativdy little expel1;;v, J)(' Illade 
a ;;('l'ond Gibraltar." And suhsequelltly to that Il('ri(J(I, 
:-;ir Hichanlllid again and again re\'('rt tu the :-;ubj,,(,t, awl 
l'X prl':-;s llis opinion of the' importancl' to whieh (; nderidl 
would one day arise, when its natural advantagl's should be 
drawn ont and illlproyed by art. 

A few, therefore, .. outside the town-plot of C;odl'ril"h"
and those few most capable of judging-did, in these dar..;, 
think it worthy of being madl' the western terminus; but 
nothing south of :-;;llIgeen would satisfy the Toronto folks 
at that time, nor illlh'l,d until about fuur months ago, 
beeause that ;;Olllf' .. surveyor" had to]'l them that large 
H's;;l'ls could sail h\l'l1ty Illile;; up the ri\'(~r, and they 
believed him, altlwugh the tact is that no large vessel can 
enter it. 

"'hen the COIlllllittl'l' of the llollse of Assl'IIIl)ly, lIming 
last ;;l's,.;ioll, a!.!,'ain impressC'd with the natural and varied 
claims of Goderich to be the Huron terlllinus, reported in 
its fayour, a meeting \\'as held ill Torollto 011 the Dth of 
.:\Iarch, to consillcr the report, when, aftC'r expressing the 
greatest liherality towards Hamilton an(l Goderich, it was 
still detel'luilll'(l "to furm a railway frolll Toronto to :-;au
geen, or some other point in that direction; onc great 
(lJ JjlTt bl'in~' to open up the back country north of Turonto, 
and to afford the shortest and speC'(liest means of l'a,.;sillg to 
and fro between the Lakes Ontario and Huron." 

Some two or three weeks, however, after the above 
meeting, a certain" traveller," after some ",dl-timed com
pliments to Toronto, in the Kinfjston {'ltronicle, tells its 
citizens that none but the" ignorant and interested" would 
ever think of taking a railroad to Goderich; insinuates 
that they alone possess the intelligence (as hefore stated) 
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fit for judging in such matters; asserts that by going to 
Port Sarnia they will secure such a quantity of American 
"'inter travel as will pay for any amount of capital laid out. 
Each Toronto press repeats the story, and they, of course, 
believe it. They inform us in their prospectus that they 
believe the st.ate of .M ichigan "ill build some sixty odd 
miles to connect theirs with the St. Jusepl!'s railroad near 
Detroit; but, with the "ignorant and interested," that is 
somewhat doubted, considering, from the fact that the 
Detroit and St. Joseph's railroad has been seven years in 
making, and that only 110 miles out of the 200 are yet 
completed, that the state of Michigan is not in a condition 
at present to undertake any new "'ork of the kind. 

Mr. Gwynne, of Toronto, then in England, on seeing 
the report of the House of Assembly before referred to, 
and satisfied of the feasibility of the scheme, issued a 
proslll'et.us, under the name of the "Ontario and Huron 
Junction Railway Company,"-" Toronto and Goderich" to 
Le their termini,-and exerted himself so effectually in the 
money market that, hefore the day appointed for the allot
ment, three tim('s the requisite number of shares were 
applied for. But this does not satisfy the "Toronto and 
Lake H unm Railroad Company;" they cut the Hamilton 
junction ,,('heme, do their utmost to upset Mr. Gwynne's, 
and resolve, not only to risk a contest with Sir .c\llan "S. 
1\1'.0Jab, 'Y. H. l\1elTit, Esq., and their respective sup
porters, but to jeopardise the character of all Canadian 
railroad speculations in the eyes of English capitalists, by 
thus, in effect, giving the lie to .Mr. Gwynne's prospectus. 

In the "Toronto antI Lake Huron Railroad Company's" 
prospectus, it is stair,l that" the provisional committee of 
the company formed in England for the purpose of accomplish
ing the same object which this (Toronto) company has in 
"iew haye collected most accurate statistics (which they have 
embollied in a prospectus) of the transit both of passengers 
and goods on the present tedious and circuitous route hy 
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Lake Erie;" and that ., the directors (Toronto) havo 
availc,l themselves to a certain extent of the infurmation 
affurded by that prospectus, PIr. Gwynne's) not only on ac- • 
count of its general cOlTcdncss, but from the dear and 
forcible manner in which the facts are set forth therein:" 
but they (Toronto) have nut the cantlour to inform the 
public that they have' made an almost \'l'rbatim copy of that 
CUI'. Gwynne's) prospectus; thatGoderich was named by the 
English company as the Huron terminus; that the "sta
tistics and facts" so " correctly and forcibly sd forth" wero 
in favour of a line of road very different from that to which 
they (Toronto) haY<: applil"l them, and that the large amount 
of subscriptions boasted of in the PatTiot, &c., were made to 
that English company, and not in the books of the "Toronto 
and Lake Huron Railroad Company," these bu.,l,s not 
having been opened in England to this day. .l\I list not the 
question, therefore, arise, to which of the proposl·,1 lines of 
road are the argulllents in the Pl'. ,spectuses most justly 
applicable-till' long or the short one i and may not this 
cause a suspicion to arise' against both? 

The Toronto CUlllpany seem to think that, bl'cause money 
is plenty in England, the capitalist will speculate as readily 
in a long road as in a short ono; hut the "ignorant and 
interested" settlers of Huron conceivL' that it was the 
evi.lcnt propriety and judiciousness of the schellle advertised 
hy Mr. Gwynne, and the fair prospect of suceess \\'hieh it 
hold out, that drew forth such a host of applications fur 
shares; and that the capitalist will refluirc to bo ,Yell 
assurcd that a project re(luiring nearly dou])lo the alllOunt 
of capital to carry it into effect \\ ill reecin' a proportionate 
increase of support to make it pay, before he will embark 
his money in it. 

The following extra(!t from the COLO;'\IAL GAZETTE of the 
12th ult. very justly shows what revenue would naturally ac> 
crue to a railroad from the incalculable hydraulic PU\\'(,l' of the 
River ~Iaitland :-" The terminus at Goderich will form a 
permanent depot for British merchandise, and for t.he impor-
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tation of American produce. In particular, large quantities 
of wheat will he brouO'ht from the states of 'Yisconsin, ,-, 

Illinois, and Michigan. As flour, hut not wheat, can he 
profitably transported by railway, the demand for the 
former would bring into profitable use the immense mill 
power of the River Maitland. The mills and traffic would 
again encourage the estalJlishment of cooperages and foun
dries, and create a demand for shipping. And, besides 
being the natural depot for an extensive foreign 
trade, and the natural seat of an active manufacture, the 
district around Goderich has resources of its own," &c. 
This is no imaginary or douhtful source of profit, nor is it 
necessary to huild some sixty miles additional railway to se
cure it, as has to be done for the phantom of winter travel. 

The annexed document"" on· the comparative nwrits of 
the proposed routes by Sarnia and Goderich has been sub
mitted to this committee by a gentleman, the nature of 
,,,hose employment for the last 1 i years has afforded him 
facilities for collecting information, and a knowledge of the 
country possessl·(l by very few .And as it so emphatically 
speaks for itself, we give it in his own words :-

" Comparatire adrrmtages of tlle Port Sarnia and Gode
rich TO/ties for tlle proposed Great lJTestern Railway; 
assuming tlte rate of travel to be, by railway, 15 miles per 
hour, or about tlwt of the Utica and Buffalo one, and 
by steamboat 10 miles per flOur. 

"I conceive it to be more than doubtful whether we 
shall ever secure, for a Toronto and Lake Huron Railway, 
the American travellers intenJing to take the railway 
a('ross the peninsula of MichiO'an. I am equally doubtful o . 
whether those intending to take the lake boats for Chicago 
,,"ouhl proceed hy the Toronto and Sarnia route, were a 
railroad made in that direction. But I think the greater 

" \\' e are not at liberty to name the author' but we can assure our 
readers t~~t there .is n,ot .in ~merica a gentlem~n whose judgment and 
opportun,llies of dlscnmmatlDg better entitle him to confidence.-Eo. 
LONO. COL. GAZ, OCT. 4, }845. 



portion of the western travel from the eastwal'll, direde!l to 
the boats travelling Lakes II uroll and ~[ichigan, would 
avail themselves of a railway from Toronto to noderich, 
were it constructed; and my opinions are founded on the 
following facts. 

" The great object of the Toronto and Lake lIuron Com
pany is to open such a line of cOllllllunication as shall afford 
the western tran·lIers from the northern and eastern states 
of America the \llu:,;t expellitiou:,; cOllllllunication, and thus 
to ensure the emigrant, and han·lIing community gene
rally, takin~ it in preference to the circuitous une of the 
great lakes. 

" The present line of communication between Xew York 
and Boston, anll the rapidly advancing settlements of \Vi .... -
consin and Illiw lis, i" the RiYer I-l uch;nn and the Bostull 

Hailway to Albany; anel thence by railways or the canal 
to the Ilol'ts on Lake Ontario, or tu Buffillo at the foot 
of Lake Erie; and thence by the Cil'l:llitllllS routes of 
Lakes Erie, St. Clair, Huron, and Michigan; or, stopping 
at the head uf Lake Erie, by the railway anll stages ano,.;s 
the peninsula of ~lichigan, and thence 11y steamlJuab to 
the variou:,; ports on Lake ~Iichigan. 

" The south-westerly and westerly portion of Cana(la 
\\' e:,;t form:'; a large peninsula, which has tl) be rouIl(led 1)y 
the traveller all the lakes; and til avoid this it is proposed 
to carry a railroad across the p .. ninsula from Toronto, at 
the head of Lake Ontariu, to Lalu- II 1l1'Un; thus re!lucing 
considerably the di:;;;b!1cC to be travelled to the head of 
Lake Michigan, and a\'ui(ling Lake Erie altogether. 

" Lakes Erie, St. Clair, lIuron, and Olltario, and one of 
the contellll'latecliines of railroad, viz., that from Toronto 
to Godcl'ich, form a rude triangle, the railway being the 
base, 109 miles, the lakes the remaining sirles, ;j(JO miles; 
and as these si(les would have to be coasted, the railway 
woultl have in its fa\'our 3Dl miles. 

" \Ve will now contrast the two lines which have been 
lately most prominently before the public, yiz., that to Port 
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Sarnia at the very foot of Lake Huron, and the other to , . 
Uoderich, GO miles further up, or nearer Michigan, with the 
lake routes. 

" A traveller, arrived at Buffalo by the New York and 
Buffillo, en route tn Detroit, and thence to Chicago by the 
l\lichigan Central Railway, assuming the Toronto and Port 
~arnia Railway to have been constructed, would then have 
two routes open to him;-

Buffalo to Lewiston 
Lcwiston to Toronto 
Toronto to Sarnia . 
Sarnia to Detroit 

28 miles railway 2 hours. 
40 miles steamboat 4 hours. 

159 miles railway 10 hours. 
60 miles steamboat (j hours. 

287 :2:l Canadian 
route. Buffalo to Detroit 254 miles steamboat, 21 hours; American 
route. Which route would an American he likely to take? 

" But we will assume that the Americans make a railroad 
running parallel with the Detroit and St. Clair waters, in 
order to save two hours out of six, of a pleasant, interest
ing and chiefly riYl'1" navigation, then the two routes, rela
tively to each other, would stand thus; American,:21 
hours; Canadian, :20 houl's. 

"But it must be borne in mind that at Buffalo the 
traveller eillbarks in the conn'yance that lands him at 
D(~troit in 21 hours; whilst, if he takes the Canada route, 
he has t he following changes ;-

" 1st, railway to Le\\'i~ton; 2nd, steamhoat to Toronto; 
3rd, railway to Port Sarnia; 4th, ferry-boat to Port 
Huron, with the river to CI'O;';S, one mile in width,-and 
which, at the lowest calculation would, in changing from 
each position, occupy one hour, I think I might say, and 
still be within the mark, three hours; but if I say one, 
that added to the time required for merely passing over 
the route, makes 21 hours, thus placing the two 
routes on a par, as regards the time required for the jour
ney. This being the case, would not an American travel-



ler patronise his own national routes and cunH'yance:; in 
preference to those of a foreign country ~ 

" So much for time. Now for ('xpense :-

AMERICAN. 

Doll. 
Steamboat Buffalo to Detroit (including board) i 1 15 0 

CA:\"ADI.\:\". 

Railcar Buffalo to Lewiston I 
Steamboat Lewiston to Toronto 2 
Railway Toronto to Sarnia 6'35 
Ferryboat Sarnia to Port Huron 0'25 

Railway Port Huron to Detroit 2'40 

12 3 0 0 

Difference in favour of the American or Lake route £1 5 0 

'Yhich route will an A mcrican be most likely to take ~ 
"The Xe\\' York and Boston Raihny terminates at 

Buffalo, aIHI there is no branch from it to Lewiston. J t is 
a distinct lille from Buffalo to Lcwiston. The probalJility, 
thl'll.fol"e, is, that a traveller, whell onCl' 011 the railway, 
,,'mild c, llltinue on to Buffalo. But ,ye will assullIe that at 
ltochcstl'l' he takes the steamboat to Torollto, and the 
railway from thence to Sarnia, Detroit, &c., in preference 
to continuing on to Buffalo, and from thence taking the 
steamboat to Detroit. The two routes would then stand 
thus in regard to each other :-

Rochester to Buffalo 93 miles railway 
Buffalo to Detroit 254 miles steamboat 

34i miles. 

Rochester to Toronto 86 miles steamboat 
Toronto to Sarnia 159 miles railway 
Sarnia to Detroit 60 miles steamboat 
The port of Rochester is four miles from the 

town, so that carriages to the steamboat, 
embarking, &c" would be hardly less 
than 

Hours. Doll. 
6 Fare, 3'i5 

21 i 

,)~ 

-I lO'i5 

9 Fare, 4 

10 
" 

6'35 

6 
" 2 

26 12·35 



Then add the time necessary for all the following changes, 
and the two routes will again, in point of time occupied, be 
on a par; whilst, in point of expense, the saving is, in the 
one case, .50 per cent., and, in t he other, 20 per cent., in 
favour of the American or Lake route. 

" I again ask, which route would an American be likely 
to take? 

" ~Iy conclusion, therefore, is, that on the poposed line 
to ~arnia the American travelling woultl be confined to the 
winh'l'. 

" Let us no", consider the Goderich route, which has 
been Sl) contemptuollsly repudiatl,(1 in Toronto. 

"The .New York, Boston, and Buffalo Hailway passes 
through Rochester, on Lake Ontario, from whence there 
is a (laily line of steamhoats cro:-;sing aUfI pa:-;sillg up the 
lake; and it is optional with the travelll'r tu the \\l'st."'anl 
whether he proceed by the railway or take the ..,tl';llll!)()ats. 
2\ r y l'alculation will, therefore, be made from that port as a 
starting l,oint. 

Rochester to Buffalo 
Buffalo to Goderich, or a posi

tion on the lake as far ad-
vanced towards Chicago as 

93 miles railway 6 hours. 

Goderich 364 miles steamboat 36 

457 42 

Rochester to Toronto So miles steamboat 9 
Toronto to Goderich 109 miles railway 7 

" 
195 16 

" A traveller, therefore, from Hochester to the settle
ments of ~Iilwaukie and Rock Hiver, to which nearly the 
whole of the American and foreign European emigration 
is directed at present., and has hl'en so for several years 
past, by taking the Goderich route, would save-In time 26 
hours out of 4:2, and in distance :21;:2 miles out of 4;j7; 
and would avoid the whole of Lakes Erie and St. Clair-
3lO miles of lake navigation, and also 60 miles of Lake 



29 

Huron; or, in other words, 16 hours' travelling from Ro
chester to Goderich brinQ"s him within 480 miles of ChicaO'o 

L' b , 

placing him in as favourable a position as +~ hours would 
have done by the way of Buffalu and Lake Eric. 

" \\T l' will now sec what would be the relati,'e expense. 

Doll. 
Rochester to Buffalo, railway 3'n 

Buffalo to Goderich, steamboat 10·30 Doll. 
14'2 

Rochester to Toronto, steamboat 4'00 

Toronto to Godericb, railway 4·36 

8·36 

In favour of Goderich expense 5'66 

Time 26 hours. 
Distance 262 miles. 

" And when one route, contrasted with another, has in 
its f,wour economy in time, labour, and moncy, avoiding 
364< miles of l~ke and river nayi,l,\'ation, it is no difficult task 
to decide upon the preferable route. 

"Again, say that there are steamboats wating at Goderich 
for the conveyance of travellers to Detroit as wi'll as Lake 
i\Iichigan, how would a travelb· bound for Detroit stand in 
regard to time occupied an(l distance travl'llec,I, hy taking 
the Goderich route as compared with the Sarnia one? 

Toronto to Sarnia 
Sarnia to Detroit 

Toronto to Goderich 
Goderich to Detroit 

159 miles railway 10 hours. 
60 miles steamboat 6 bours. 

219 16 

109 miles railway 7 hours. 
120 miles steamboat 12 hours. 

229 19 

"The difference a~'ainst Godcrich in time being only 
three hours, and in distance 10 miles, "'hilst the length of 
railway to be constructed is one-third less than the Port 
Sarnia routC'. 
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" The estimated extent and cost of each proposed line is 

as follows: 

The Goderich route 
Port Sarnia route 

109 miles, at £4,500-£490,500 
159" ,,£ 715,500 

" A nd the annual interest on that outlay would be-

The Goderich one £29,430 
Sarnia " 

42,930 

" "rhich, then is the preferable route ~ 
"And would the winter trawlling, and other supposed 

adYantages of the Port Sal'llia route, be so great as to give 
the receipts and profits upon it an advantag'c equal to 33 
per cent ~ 

" ':\Iy answer to the former question emphatically is
Goderich. 

"To the latter-Decidedly not. 
" The great object of attraction to the Southerners of the 

United :--Itates, who t.m\'el over Lakes Huron, Erie, and 
Michigan, every season, after seeing the Falls of Xiagara, is 
.:\Iaekinaw; and many from the eastern states, I have been 
told, visit it for thl' benefit of bathing during the sum
mer. They, of course, must proceed thither by water, at 
all events, on Lake Huron. Those who defend the Sal'llia 
route, as likely to secure the American railway travelling 
through Miehigan, do so on the ground-being beaten out 
of every other plausible position-that the dangers of Lake 
Erie are so great, they would avail themselves of any route 
saving them that perilous voyage. "r e might, therefore, 
look to secllring all such for the Godcrich route who were 
going to .:\Iackin:lw. And it will not be denied that by far 
the largest portion of the emigration westward is directed 
to Lake Michigan; and, if that be atlmitted, it will also 
be conceded to me that such extensive territories must be 
the seats of correspondingly extensive trade, and leading to 
extensive travel in connexion with it. And since time, 
money, and personal fatigue would be saved by taking the 
Goderich route, may I not reasonahly assert the Goderich 
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route will secure to itself by far the larger portion of the 
western and south-western travc,lIers during the sumlller 
season, or whilst the lake navigation is open? " 

This committee is aware of lIIany instances of oTatuitous 
. b 

misrepresentation of the (30derich HarlltHlr, whi(·h it shall 
not at present allmle to; but one instaJ]('l' (If recent occur
rence it cannot help noticing, viz., that an individual in 
Sarnia should tell Earl ('athcarf" that" no yessel ean, with 
any certainty of safety, enter the harbour of Goderich;" 
at which assertion his lordship expresst,(1 himself much 
surprised when he was here on Tuesday last, and had an 
opportunity (If judging for himself. 

As we han' said, again and again, Id an experienced 
and disinterested engineer examine our harhour, and if he 
shall declare it unfit fOI' what we propuse, we shall not 
utter another word on the subject, 

Before concluding, notwithstanding the length of this 
article, we cannot but allude to the editorial of' the Toronto 
Patriot of the 15th instant; and, since til(' subject has 
been broached, we most emphatically aSSl'rt that it is not 
more the "bounden duty of our legislators to check any 
unwise spirit of rivalry bctwcC'n particular localities," than 
to disallow any farther amendment to the charter of a 
company of such vacillating propensities as the" Toronto 
and Lake Huron Railroad Company," and to grant one to 
the English COlllpany, who are unfettered by partisanship 
and locality, and who have the capital ready til complete 
the work, provided it can be shown to the Assembly that 
the object of such new company is rational, and for the 
public good, as it will, in this case, unquestionably be, not
withstanding the systematic detraction of the enemies of 

Goderich. 
I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

J OlIN STEW ART, Chairman, 
Ontario and Huron Railroad Committel'. 

,. Commander in chief of the forces in Canada. 
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Extracts from the Report of tile Select Committee of the 
Honourable tlte Legislative Assembly of tlte Province of 
Canada, on the Petition of the Toronto and Lake Huron 
Railroad Company, .J.1Iontreal, February, 184.5. 

" Your Committee beg leaye to recommend, in pursuance 
of the prayer of the petitioners, that the said Act may be 
farther amended, by leaving it in the discretion of the said 
Company, to fix the terminus of the proposed road to Lake 
lIm'on, at such point as thcy may deem most advisable, 
,,,ithout confining it to the Home District, and that the 
time limited for the completion of the said Hoad, which 
will expire in less than two years, be extended to a period 
of four years. 

" Your Committee ha\'c been led to recommend the ter
minus of the said Hoad to be in the discretion of the said 
Cumpany, not only from a cUllviction that it will be im
pOl·tant to make the ruute as short as possible, but that it 
will be desirable to lay it down in such a manner as will, in 
additioll to the benefit ,yhich ,,,ill be derived from it in 
openillg an unsettled country, be calculated to im'ite to the 
Province and through it, fUl"l'igll traffic and foreign com
merce. 

" lTpon the subjeet as n'.~·:ud..; its bearing in these re
spects, and with a yiC'w to the advantage of all sections of 
that vast and fertile portion uf Canada which lies between 
Lakes Hurl III and (lntario, in a northerly and westerly di
rection flom Toronto, your Committee have devoted a good 
deal of time and consideration. The prominent places on 
the southern shore of Lake Huron, within the limits of 
this Province. which are now attracting much attention, 
are Penetanguishene, Owen's Sound, Saugin, and GODERICH. 

The main travelle(l road leading from Toronto to the in
terior of the country in a northerly direction, is the natural 
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line of communication in connection with the inland waters 
of Lake Simcoe with Penetanguishene on Lake II uron. 
This road has been much improved within the last four 
years, and from its being one of the main travelle(l mads 
of the province, there can he ]itt]e doubt hut that this 
route in a short time will be made complete. 

"A road has been also laid out and ma,le passable by 
the goYernment, from the township of Nicho], a distance 
westerly of about .:'i.5 miles from Toronto til Owen's Sound 
on Lake Huron, and it has been suggested, and your com
mittee have reason to believe that it is in contemplation, 
to lay another' road from the township of "r oolwich, about 
10 miles farther west, t.o Saugin on Lake Hm'on, about 20 
miles above Owen '8 Sound. These two roads, when the 
latter is completed, will pass through a most fertile and 
eligible tract of country for settlement, and which is yet in 
the hands of government, and in an entirely wild state. 
In the course of their inquiry it was suggested to your 
committee, and they see aer!J reason to approce of the 
suggestion, that the contemplated road proposed to be COII

structed by the TOHo:\To and LAKE HeRON RAILROAD ("DI

PANY SHOCLD HAYE ITS TEIDIl:\"ATION AT GODEHICH, a town and 
harbour estahlished hy the Canada Company upon the tract 
of land purchased hy them from the government some years 
ago, and that it ought to be undertaken and completed as 
a portion of the public works of the province. Should this 
route be ultimately determined on alld adopted, IT WOULD 
POSSESS MA='IY A='ID SUPERIOR ADVA='ITAGES OYER A"'Y OTHER. 
The roads already mentioned from Owen's Sound and 
Saugin, on Lake Huron, would intersect it, and thereby 
afford the inhabitants who may hereafter occupy the section 
of country, through which they may pass, the facility of an 
easy access to market; and besides they will enhance four 
hundred-fold the present value of the public lands in that 
section, which may be estimated in round numbers at 

5,000,000 of acres. 
J) 
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" Such an undertaking would unite all the various local 
interests in the north-western portion of this province, 
which hitherto have been, as your committee are willing to 
a'lmit, of necessity neglected. The distance from Toronto 
to (Toderiell, in the probable direction which such a road 
would take, is about 1:!U miles. On extending it from 
Toronto. it would pass through the townships of York, 
Etfl1Jicu].;I', Torllnto. Esquesing, Trafalgar, Xasagawaya, 
and Eramo.~a, a distance of about ;;;) miles. Thl' land in 
tlwsl' towlIships is of the bcst quality, and tlli' lots are 
allllflst all 1l(,l'llpic'll anll in a state lit' advanced improye
mellt; frum tht'llCl' i L \\ IIllld pass t bruugh the township of 
Nichol, \\hich is also thickly inhallitc'll, haying the flourish
in!.!,' town of Guelph about (i miles to its south, and from 
thenC'c it woulll pass through the townships ()f Peel and 
:\Jaryhl)rdll!.!,'h, both of \\hieh arc set apart for the sUPl)(,rt 
of tIll' clc'!'.!.!.','"' though the former is as yl't. UllsurveYI·d; 
thellce its course wfluld he through the unsurveyed aIlll 
llnapprnpriah',llands of the crown for the tlistanC'e of about 
50 mile . ..;, until it woul,l I'l'ach the Huron Tract, the 
property of the Canada Company as before lIIentioned; 
throu!.!,'h this part it would pass about 14 miles, till it 
reaehed the harboUl' of Goderich. 

"The general advantages whieh this route would confer 
upon the coulltry, by affording increased facilities to trade, 
commeree, aIllI agril'lilture, would be immense. The 
foreign trade, as well as traH·I, which would, hy the con
struction of such a road, be drawn through the province, 
would of themselves abundantly l'cI,ay a much greatl'r 
uutlay than would be required. The course of trade from 
ChieaL!,'o and the western shores of' Lake Huron, is through 
Lake H urlln and Lake ~t. Clair into Lake Erie, thence to 
Buffalo or through the "" elland Callal into Lah· Ontario. 
The length of time required to a('colllplish this journey has 
been found a great dra,\ Lack to trade. After passillg 
through Lake Huron to Samia. at the head of the St. 
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Clair, the distance to Buffalo IS upwarlls of .too miles, 
and by water to Rochester nearly ;;00 miles. The distanee 
from Chica(!o to Sarnia is about the sallll' as from Chie:lo'o u ,-, 

to Goderich. * The distance from (ioul'rich to Toronto 
has already been stat cd at 1:2() mill'S, making in fayour of 
the proposed route OYer the present, a saying in distance of 
upwards of :,?()() miles. The ordinary time which is now 
taken by a steamer to go from Sarnia tl) Buffalo i:-; from 
7:2 to 84 hours, whereas a traveller by way of <30derich, in 
the event of the proposed improvenwnt being made, "'ould 
be able to reach Rochester in :20 hours . 

• , B('"ides, it is estimated, and your cOlllmittee believe 
correctly, that, exclusively of the said townships set apart 
for the support of the clergy, there would be at least 
70,000 acres of land at present unsurveyed and ungranted 
adjoining the said road, the value of which, even if an 
ordinary road were constructed through it, would not be 
more than 58. an acre, or £17,;;00, would be immediately 
increased in mlue to £70 ,000 at least; and the land 6 
miles in depth on either side of such a road, comprising 
upwards of -100,000 acres, would be thereby trebled in 
value, and become densely populated, whereas it is now a 
perfect wilderness, and likely to remain so for many years 
to come, unless some effort:-; are made hy the government 
and legislature to bring about the improvement to which 
your committee have now called the attention of your 
honourable House, all of which is respectfully submitted." 

" The distance from Chicago to Goderich is 70 miles nearer than 
from Chicago to Sarnia. 

n2 
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GODERICH HARBOUR. 

A report being industriously circulated at Toronto that 
there is 1\ () harbour at Goderich, although the Canada 
Company has expended £li,OOO on the present excellent 
one, the fullowing documents are likewise submitted:-

Statement by tlteDeputatioll of Gentlemen from Goderich 
to Toronto, with preliminary remarks by tIle Editor of 
the Toronto Globe newspaper of 25th ~lJ1arclt last. 

LAKE HURO~ AND ONTARIO RA TLROAD. 

Of all the routes in Canada likely to be profitable, none 
can compare with the T I uron and Ontario line. Not a 
ooubt can exist as to its triumphant success; and we are 
glad to find that at last it is likely to be taken up in 
earnest. The charter of the company, we doubt not, has 
passed both Houses ere this, and the moment it receives 
the assent of the Governor General, the company will be 
re-organised, and energetic measures taken for commencing 
operations. 

'Ve are glad to find that in the western sections of the 
route, the inhabitants are keenly alive to the importance of 
the work. The Goderich people especially, have held 
meetings,-discussed the question,-subscribed funds,-and 
sent on a deputation to Turonto, with a view of bringing 
the claims of Goderieh to be the Huron terminus fairly 
before the public. The gentlemen deputed, Messrs. Lizars, 
~IcDonald, and Galt, have been in town for nearly a week, 
and have had several interviews with the directors of the 
company, the board of trade, and many leading citizens. 

\Ve confess we were prejudiced against Goderich-we 
thought it would be a much longer route than the Saugeen 
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line-that, Hamilton woultl intel'scet Toronto, and prevent 
any benefit flowing to this ('ity-and that from the small 
proportion of waste land through which it would pass, the 
cost of making it woul(l be much gn'ater than the other 
line. The stat('ments of the (;oderieh depllt~tion have 
gone far to remove th(!~L' difficulties, and ~llOuld tl1('Y he 
borne out hy the survey uf the company (which we han' no 
reason to dou ht). we are ('ominccd that GOI}('rich will be 
the Huron terminus. 

The Deputation have prepared a statement for puhlica
tion, which we now lay before our readL'rs. In dccidinO" . ~ 

the question of a terminus, all consideratiolls must be laid 
aside but the one-"'hat is best for the public interest! "r e bespeak for the Go(lerich gentlemen an impartial 
hearing, as we shall for all other places, preferring their 
claims. It certainly is one great argument in their favour 
-the very spirited manner in which they have commenced 
agitating. The following document is their 

Pointing out the superior advantages possessed by Godericlt, 
as the best termill~ to a Railroad betu'cen Lake Huron 
and the City of Toronto, by the Deputation from the 
Huron Dist1"ict ~1leeti7lg hdd at Goderich, 3rd February, 
li:l-l.}; and containing the Declarations of the Captains 
of Vessels trading from Port Goderich, and other.", on 
the impracticability of forming a Harbour at Saugeen. 

\\' e, the undersigned composing the Deputation to To-
ronto, to forward the interests and views of parties desirous 
of connecting the lake.'i Huron and Ontariu hy railroad, con
ceive it to be our duty to call the attention of the Toronto 
public to a few matters of vital importance connected 
with the enterprise. 

First-The puhlic have been led to helieve that Saugeen 
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would make a better terminus than Goderich, and have 
been told that the distance is greater to the latter than the 
former. Now, this is not the case, but the reverse is the 
fact. The exact distance, per l"alculation on manuscript 
plan from actual measurement by \Vm. Hawkins, Esq., 
D. P. S., between Toronto and Saugeen, is 114< miles; that 
by Goderich 109; so much for distance. Now for the 

i\'AYI,;ATIO:\' : 

The whole coast from Point Clark to the end of Nottawa
saga Bay, changes its feature, and instead of lofty clay 
banks and a clay bottom, the limestone rock crops out. 
The banks are composed of it, and so is the bottom of the 
lake. Large rocks and l"('efs rise out of the water in many 
places at a distance of ten or twelve miles from the shore, 
and in water of a depth from ten to twenty fathoms. This 
has only to be pointed out, and proved to he the case, to 
convince everyone at all aC(luainted with maritime affairs, 
of the impolicy of making a terminus that labours under 
these disadvantages. In proof of which we submit the fol
lowing declarations, merely premising that we are inti
mately acquainted with the parties, and the most implicit 
confidence may be placecl in their statements. 

nEC~LARATIOX • 

• , JASPER K. GOOD!:\'c; of Goderich, a partner of the firm 
of \V. F. and I. K. Goo(ling, merchants and shipowners 
there; declares, that he has been resident in the Huron 
Tract since the year 1~:2~1, during which period of six
teen years, he has had many opportunities of becoming 
thoroughly acquainted with the whole British coast of Lake 
Huron-not only by haying visited the different harbours 
in schooners and boats-having for years spent several 
months annually in the fishing trade among the islands of 
the Lake-but also from personal experience as a trader 
\\ith the Indians for furs; along the whole coast from 
Sarnia to Lacloche." 

" J. K. (JOODIXG." 



"D,HID HAY, Captain of the Agnes AI/II ~I'ltll()ner, of 
Uodel'ich; declares, that he has been in t'llmmand of Yes
sels trading on Lake Huron, since 1:-::W, and has many 
tinH's visited t Ill' different hal'boUl's from ~al'llia to the 
(; rea t :\ (anitoulin; and t ha t he has been annually l'n~a~l'l I 
in the fishing trade among the i~lands, aIHI is thoroughly 
aC'luainted \yith the whole euast." 

"Dn,CAX .:\IcURE,;oR LA.;\IBERT, Captain of the :-;I,honm'!' 
Elizabeth, of Goderich; declarE'S, that sin('(> }.'';:16, he has 
been engaged as commanoer of ycssels trading on Lake 
Huron; that he has three times acted as pilot on hoard 
vessels chartered 11)' Government, tn C011\'(')' 'Indian {lrl'
SCllts' from c\I11hersthllr~h to Penetan~'lIislli'ne, ami from 
thence to Haywood Silund in the nreat Manituulin; and, 
in short, knows the whole coast from 1\ Itlhersthurgh to 
Sault St. .:\Iarie." 

" D,'x( .\N l\Jc(; REGOR L,uIBERT." 

,. ALEX, ~ICRlL\, y .:\IcGltE';OR, Captain and Owner of the 
Schooner Fly, of Owen Sound; declares, that he has heen 
('Il"',1"('11 as a seaman on Lake I r uron, sine(' IR39 ; has he('n 

,~ ,..., 

in cOl1lmand of the FZIj fnr two years tra'lin~ from Alllh('rst
lHlr~'h to ()wen ~nund and Penetangui",hene; alld is }ler
fectly acquainted with the whole coast bc·twixt these 

I " paces . 

• , \Ve, the above-named Jasper K. Gooding, David lIay, 
Duncan :\I'Gregol' Lambert, anti Alexander .:\IUl'ray 
"I 'G regnr; interestE'1 I alike with all Her l\Iaj!'sty\ suh
jeds in the western }lllrtiun of the Province, ill so impor
tant an undertaking as a railruad COllllllllllil'ation lJdween 
Lakes Ontario and Huron, and believillg, as we do, that 
the SlICl'ess or failure of such a work must entirdy depend 
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on the efficiency of the harbour at either terminus, do 
trust that it will not be considered presumption to offer 
the following remarks on the different points that have 
been brought before the public, as to the proposed Huron 
terminus. 

"Concurring, as we most sincerely do, in the opinion of 
the Select Committee of the House of Assembly, that 
, The foreign trade, as well as traIJel, which would, by tlte 
construction of such a work, be drawn through the Province, 
would of themselves abundantly repay a much greater outlay 
than u'ould be required'-and convinced as we are, that 
tlds branch of the revenue of SIICIt a work will be its princi
pal support-the fact forces itself upon us, that no harbour 
(the natural position of which subjects it to be shut up with 
ice more early in the fall, or which is later in being open in 
the spring) should be selected in preference to others, that 
are in every other respect equally advantageous. For tIllS 
single reason, we cannot for one moment believe that any 
harbour in the Georgian Bay will be adopted as the Huron 
terminus, for the numerous islands, rocks, shoals, and reefs, 
which stud the entrance about Cape Hurd, Isle of COYC's, 
and Bear's Rump, &c. &c., renders it most dangerous and 
difficult at all times, either to enter or leave it, besides 
which, we have seen ice there long after Lake Huron was 
entirely free of it-cycn in June and July. Assuming that 
fact to be admitted, the competition then lies betwixt 
Saugeen, Portage Bay (about three miles south of Cape 
Douglas), and Godcrich. 

" No harbour can aer be formed in tile Saugeen river, for 
although vessels coultl get over the bar (which varies from 
4 to 8 feet, and shifts with every gale), there is not room to 
work even two of them in the basin. The only way there
fore in which a harbour of any extent can be formed there, 
would be by a breakwater or pier from a reef on the main 
land, which runs in a westerly direction from the north side 
of th(' river to a reef, which l'lmi'i at a right angle with the 
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former from the north end of Chantry Island; and this to 
be of sufficient strength to re~ist the surge that woul(l roll 
full against it in every north and nurth-we~t wind, and which 
could not be constructed under an enormous expense. The 
entrance then must be at the southern extremity of the island, 
and here again a reef runs \Y. S."'., and another from the 
main land runs \V. X. \V., thereby forming a most dan
gerous channel five miles in length and n()t half a mile in 
width, exposed to all winds; vessels entering the harbour 
would thus have to beat against all northerly winds, and 
those leaving, would have to beat against all westerly and 
southerly winds. Moreover, the whole shore i:-; strewed 
with rocks, bolders, and shoals, many of them not three 
feet from the surface, for at least two miles outside the 
island and entranCl' channel. It must be a crack vessel 
indeed, that draws ~ix feet water and can leave Saugeen 
with the wind from any point of the west. 

" The main land from Cape Douglas to the Sable River 
(some three miles south of Chief's Point) trends from south
west to north-east, so that when the lake is agitated by 
westerly winds, the surf sweeps in between the island and 
mainland with such fury, that no vessel can huld her an
chor, the bottom being rocky. 

" Portage Bay could possibly be made a harhour, by a 
pier run out from the point on the north-side of it, but the 
anchorage here is also very bad, there being merely a thin 
coating of sand on a rocky bottolll; and the above objec
tion holds here also, the surge rolls up the Bay with great 
violence during a storm. The country in this neighbour
hood is exceedingly rough and swampy, and unfit for esta
blishino- a town upon. Besides all this, to add to the dan-

~ 

gers of this place as a harbour, a reef runs from Point 
Clark (about 15 miles south of it), for about four miles west 
of north, with but one narrow channel through it, near to 

the middle. 



42 

"In 183;';, the schooner Rob Roy, 30 tons burthen, 
twice struck the above-mentione(l reef, at the least three 
mill'" from shore. In 1839, the brig Queen Charlotte, of 
Buffitlo, when beatillg' up the lake, struck fast on it, full 
three miles from shore, and had to throw 300 barrels of 
salt overlJI):lrd, ere she could get off. In 1843, the schooner 
A!.!,'Ill's Anll, :;1 tons, touched the same reef when supposed 
til be outside of the places where the othc'rs had struck. 

"But, supposing that either of these places could be 
lIlade a harbour for shelter, the whole coast from Point 
Clarh to Cape Hurd is so fllll of reefs, rocks, shoals, and 
bolders, and that, too, to sllch a distance from shore, as to 
render it all but impllssible for vessels to approach the 
shore in safety in thick \,,('atl]('r, or during night, whatever 
lighthou"vs may point the way-there])y aggravating" the 
perils of the precarious life of the seaman, by depriving 
him (in the e\'('nt of shipwl'l'l'k on any of thl's(, places in 
a storm) of the sailor's last hope-the chance of g,l'ttillg on 
shore. 

" The distance from Point Clark to Goderich is ~o miles, 
from Goderich to Sauble Bay (Bosanquet), is 30 miles, in 
all an extent of ;')() miles of straight coast, without pro
montar)" rock, shoal, or reef, to prevent any vessel that 
can cross Lake :-;t. Clair approaching with ill one mile of 
the shore at any l'lal'(,. 

"The Unclerich Harbour is thus Rituated on an open sea
board, with neither rock, shoal, or reef to hindl'r the entrance 
of vessels in allY wind. The space betm'C'n the piers, 
(which lay about \\' est :-;ollth "'t's1) is 1Ii4 feet. The 
depth of water on the bar has not been less than 9 A feet for 
years, at present it is 1 O~ fed, although the piers have not 
yet been carried out within 100 fl'et of the extent contem
plated in the plan to be compll'tell by the Canada Com
pany, Vessels canleaye this harbour with any leading wind, 
to go up or down the Lake. It is easily taken in a storm; 
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we have repeatedly entered it in safdy in the I'Illlghest pos
sible weather. The Basin inside is at. present sufficient to 
accommodate a large number of traders ~ hut, if it werc 
found necessary to enlarge it, and similar means adopb·{l as 
at the Oswc~n harbour, the islaml in the cClltre ("hich is 
merely composed of the slwlp;l' and delll'is IIf the river accu
mulating for a!:!,'l's) could be dUl!: or dred!2,'(·d out, and an area 
of near l:i anes of water would be thereby openc{l up, shel
tercll from every wind that can blow, by hanks ];;0 feet 
high un thl' north and south. 

" \\T e are perfcctly aware that our statl'ments will be 
looked upon by some as prejudiced; our sincere hope, 
howe\'er, is, that they lllay lead to inquiry in the proper 
quarter, hefore any expense is otherwise' inClllTe(l. \Ve 
fearll·,.;,.;l), plC'{lge nur charaders for vcracity that tlll'Y will 
he found in principle til be correct. 

"J. K. 00001:'\(;, 

"DAVID H.~Y, 

"D. ~lc:GRE(;OR LA~IIlERT, 
"ALEX. 1\1. .:\I(GREGOR." 

" Benjamin ~Iiller declares that he has been resident in 
(;o{ll'ril'h since 1 ,'-;:2S ; that he has been many times at 
Salween ~ that he knows the above statements, as far as .-, 
regards the coast from Goderich tu SaU~t'('Il, to be correct; 
that he was on hoard the Schooner Agnes Ann with thirteen 
men, and materials for finishil1~' a .~(wernll1ent contract at 
the latter place, when she strllck tIl(' reef off Point Clark 
as above mentioned; that he accompanied thl' IIon. Mr. 
Elmsley to SauO"een, and hack to Goderich last fall, at the . ~ 

time he· examillcd the rivcr, &c., as to the practicability 
of makillo' a harbour there; and in many c(IIlYl'r:-;ations .. .., 
un the suhject heard him express an unfavourable opinion 
of it for that purpose, although a ,!:!,'ood site for a town. 

" BE:\'JA~II:\, MILLER." 
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" Alexander Robt:rtson, ES1luil'e, of Goderich, declares 
that he was employed on behalf of the J ndian Department 
to inspect the buildings erected at Saugeen by Mr. Miller, 
and to report thereon,-that he accompanied the Hon. Mr. 
Elmsley to Saugeen, and also returned in his company to 
Goderich, and corroborates 1\1J·. :l\1iller's statement of Mr. 
Eo's opinions on the subject of Saugeen Harbour in every 
respect. 

"ALEXANDER ROBERTSON." 

"(loderich, March 13, 1s4.5. 
"I hereby ('ertify that the above-named persons, viz. 1. K. 

Gooding, David Hay, D. ~JcG. Lambert, A. 1\1. :JfcGregor, 
Benjamin Miller, and Alexander Robertson, personally 
app(·:tn·d \'efore me, and solemnly declared that the above 
statement is correct, to the best of their knowledge and 
belief. 

" ARTHUR ACLAND, J. P. 
"I-Iuron District." 

\Ve conceive that little need be said by us to point out 
the advantages that would accrue to a work of the nature 
contemplated, terminating at a settled place instead of an 
uninhabited forest. Goderich now contains 800 inhabitants, 
and is the district town to a district that has, ,vithin the 
last three years, increased from less than 6000 inhabitants 
to nearly };'),OOO,-has a good harbour, in the construction 
of which the Canada Company have laid out £17,000. 
Goderich is 60 miles to the south of the Saugeen, and 
surrounded by a fertile, well-cultivated country. The line 
of road from Toronto to Goderich might be constructed at 
much less expense, from the nature of the land it would 
pass over, as a large portion of the land on the route to the 
Saugeen is well-known to be of a most impracticable 
description, particularly through Caledon, Mono, and 
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Amaranth; and, also, from the working parties being 
supplied with provisions and other necessaries at less 
cost. 

That the distance vessels trading from Detroit to Lake 
Michigan would have to deviate from their course to touch 
at Goderich would not delay them above two hours, whereas 
the same could not be dom' at Saugeen under six or seven, 
and at a greater risk from the rocky nature of the coast, 
&c., already pointed out. That in going before capitalists 
t.o raise the means necessary for the construction of such a 
work, were Sau!:!;l'l'n the terminus, it would immediately 
suggest itself to them that nothing from internal trade 
could for some years be looked for, whereas at Goderich, 
the whole internal trade of the Huron District would find 
its way down the roa(l; that from the manner in which 
the country is settled through the \\T ellington District 
through which it would pass, a large quantit.y of produce 
would be forwarded along the line of that end which would 
not be the case from Toronto to Saugeen. 

That there is even now a large surplus of producl' at 
Goderich to be removed-that there is a harbour there 
already constructed capable of containing many \'essels
that it is in the direct route from the Eastern to the 
'Vestern States, in fact a straight line from Oswego to To
ronto, and continued will lead to Goderich. That there 
would be a saving to the travelling community going· from 
Oswego west to Chicago of 3f,O miles, on a line that is 
open much sooner than by way of Buffalo. 

These are a few of the many advantages that might be 
pointed out to notice to prove the decided superiority of 
Goderich over Saugeen in every respect, and we would add, 
that the matter under view is of sufficient import to require 
the inspection and decision of a competent and disinterested 
engineer. PuLlic attention in the Huron District, has 
been awakened to the subject by the recent reco1l1l1lenda-



tium; of the committee of the House of Assembly, of the 
Goderich terminus. 

DANIEL LIZARS, 
Clerk of the Peace, Huron District. 

JOH~ ~I'DONALD, 
Sheriff, Huron District. 

JOHX GALT, 
Collector of Customs Port Goderich, and Registrar of tIle 

County of Huron. 

Deputation from Goderich to Toronto. 
24th March, I ~45. 

To the above I may be permitted to give my own ex
perience. In September, 1833, I, with my family, was 
wrecked in a schooner on the hal' of (~oderich harbour. 
This hal' has he en since removed by the judicious erec
tion of two Piers by the Canada Company, which now 
form a clear and uninterrupted water-way, from the deep 
water of the lake tn that "'ithin the harbour, or floating
dock. During' the last eleven years, I have upwards of 
twenty tim('s left an (1 entered the harbour in steamer~, 
schooner~, and open boats in all weathers, in perfect safety, 
and have times innumerable witnessed yc·ssc1s under similar 
circull1st:l.l1ces, of all classes, navigating the lake, from the 
Daniel \Vehster large American steamer, with his Excel
lency Lieutenant-Governor Sir George Arthur, and suite 
on board, down to the Indian birch-bark canoe. In the 
summer of' l.'-1i-o, I crossed the Lake to the Point aux 
Barques in !\Iichigan, 70 miles opposite, eight times, in the 
schooners Julia, and l\Iary, and Jane, and American large 
schooner Lexington, and during three of these voyages, 
although it hlew violent gales, we entered the harbour 
without any difficulty. 

I shall conclude this portion of' my subject with the fol-
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lowing letter from George Brown, Esq., late of Ratcliffe 

('ro:,;:,;, a gentleman well known at Lloyd's, now residing 
near Goderich with his family. 

" Ooderich, April 14tlt, 1 sc/<;'), 
,. GI::\TLE~IEX, 

,. Agreeable to your reCJul'~t I have taken an 

impartial survey of the Uodel'ich Harbuur, or rather 
Floatill~ Dock, and am of opinion that, after thl' Harbour 
i:-> finislwd, and the bank that is in the centre rellloved, it 
will be then capable of huhling :20() sail I ,f Yl'ssds, averaging 
:2.')0 tons, wlll're t Ill'.\" will lie seelln'II from all wind and 
weather; and, when it i~ made known that such a harlJlIllr 
is tl) bl' founll in Lake II uron, it Illay Le expectl',l that 
W:->Sl']'" will take the benefit IIf it in ~tllnlly \\'(·ather. Like
wi~e tu lli:->charge and take in eargoes. 1 t will abo \)c the 
lllean~ of reducing the prcmiums of inSlIralll'e, and the 
saying of li\'(':-> and propcrty. 

" I ha\'e IJl'l'n extl'n:->iYely l"llll'l'ml'll with shipping all my 
life, and commallllell ships from the port IIf Londun tu the 
island of Grenada, in the \\'l'st Indil':->, for tm'nty-five 
years, and am well-known to the underwriters of L1uyds, 
to ",hulll yuu are at liberty tl) :-il'nd thi:-i dueument, 

addressed to ~Ir. Dob:-illl1, ~l'('. Lloyds, 
" I have till' hunol:r to remain, 

" Gentlemen, 
,. Your obedil'nt ~l'r\'ant, 

" GEORGE BROW:\." 

,- To JJfessrs. Li:;urs, JJI'Donald, and Galt." 

I1a\"ing now acquitted mysl']!' of thl' duty lowe til my 
l'ull:-;tituents, and having placed authentic information 
within your reach, it will be for YUI\ to select the westcJ'll 
terminus of your important undertaking; and in thus 
taking ll'ave of a subject which has occupied nearly m)' 

entin' time for the last fuur months and upwards, waiting 
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your deliberations, I may state the sentiments of the inha
bitants of the Huron district, when I add that, sooner or 
later, Goderich will become the terminus of a direct rail
way to connect Lakes Huron and Ontario- the shortest, 
best, and cheapest line-and that which will secure to its 
proprietors the most speedy and advantageous return for 
the capital to be invested. 

I have the honour to remain, 
G ENTLE)IEN, 

Your most obedient and very humble Servant, 

DANIEL LIZARS. 

William Steveos, Printer, Bell Yard, Temple Bar. 




