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To the Board of Directors of the City of Toronto and
Lake Huron Railway Company.

London, Oct. 14, 1545.
GENTLEMEN,

I po myself the honour to transmit, for your perusal and
attentive consideration, the accompanying information on
the comparative merits of the town and harbour of Gode-
rich, on Lake Huron, with the village of Sarnia, on the
River St. Clair, to assist your determination in the selec-
tion of the Lake terminus for your projected railway.

In placing these documents before you, I am actuated
alone by the conviction that Goderich is the best terminus
of your contemplated undertaking, and by the desire that
every information in my power to give, should be laid before
vou upon this important subject, alike affecting the inte-
rests of the stockholders, as of the colony.

I have the honour to be,
GENTLEMEN, _
Your most obedient and very humble Servant,
DANIEL LIZARS.






Comparative advantages of Goderich as the best Terminus
on Lake Huron, to the City of Toronto and Lake Huron
Railway.

(Copy.)

London, 5 July, 1845.

To the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Directors of the
Canada Company.
GENTLEMEN,

In accordance with your request I have the honour to
submit to writing the substance of the information I had the
pleasure to detail to you verbally on the 3d instant, relative
to the projected Ontario and Huron railway.

In 1836 a charter was granted by the Provineial Legisla-
ture to certain parties to construct a railway from the
township of Bertic, at the eastern end of Lake Erie, Nia-
gara district, to Amhertsberg, at the western extremity of
that lake, mn the western district ; but as no further action
took place, the Act expired by non-user.

About the same time an Act was obtained for a line
between Wellington Square, outside of Burlington Bay, to
Goderich, now expired as above.

A similar Act was obtained for another line, called the
Great Western, to unite Hamilton, Brantford, London,
and Windsor, near Sandwich. A clause was also Inscrted
affording the Canada Company power to take a branch to
Goderich. This Act also expired, but was renewed and
extended during the last session of the Provincial Parlia-
ment.
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At the same period (1S36) the Aect incorporating the
Toronto and Lake Huron Railroad Company was ob-
tained, but it also cxpired like the others, and has been,
as the preceding one, renewed by the last session of Par-
lament.

To the two last especial attention now falls to be di-
rected.

The rencewed Act now gives to the Toronto Company the
power to fix the terminus at such point as they may deem
most advisable on Lak: Huron ; while the select committee
recommend it to be at the point which will make the route
as short as possible, on some portion of the navigable waters
ot Lake Huron, so as to open up the unsettled country,
and be calculated to mvite to the province and through it
forcign traffic and foreign comumerce. The committee
further emphatically recommend the terminus to be at
Goderich; and that such a route would possess many and
superior advantages over any other.

On the publication of the Report of the Sclect Com-
mittee, the Corresponding Committee of the IHuron Dis-
trict Meeting wrote to the Toronto Board of Trade
offering our co-opcration.  The official answer reccived
from Mr. Ridout, the president, and also his private letter,
was against the Goderich line so strenuously recommended
by the Sclect Committee, and in favour of a more NorTuegrLY
terminus, viz., SAUGIN,

To coriect an crror so prejudicial to the interests of
the Huron, a deputation proceeded to Toronto, and the
gentlemen composing it had scveral interviews with the
Board of Trade, and the Directors of the Railway Com-
pany, to whom they exhibited the documents afterwards
published in their printed statement. The discussions at
these intervicws were so full, and, as we considered, so
satisfactory, both from the character of the resolution passed
unanimously by the Board of Trade, but also from the na-
ture of the letter of Mr. Gamble, sccretary to the Railroad
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Company, that we were almost assured that Goderich wonld
be the westorn terminus, as therein admitted to e pointed
out by the Select Connnittee of the House of Asscrbly.
We, therefore, at once agreed to * subseribe,”” as requested,
“our quota” (agrecd upon as one-fourth), towards the ex-
pense of « preliminary ~surcey and chart of the southern
shore Qf Lake Huron, with the sole ricw of selecting the
muost eligible harbour.”

Our printed statement, together with the facis and docu-
ments submitted, added to our local knovledge and personal
ohservation as to the ineligibility of the line to Sangin, and
the impracticability of cver constructing a =afc harliour
there, removed the erroncous opinions m favour of that
terminus, industriously civeulated by interested parties to
the prejudiee of the very superior advantages to he gained
by the Goderich line. e, therefore, confidently awaited
the promised visit of the competent cuyinecr unconnected
with « Toronto or Goderich,” to decide upon the eligibility
of the respeetive harbours of Saugin and Godcrich, as above
stated.

These reasonable expectations, founded upon a positive
compact with those we considered mncapable of swerving
therefrom, were not then destined to be realized.  In vamn
we waited in good faith the advent of the “engineer,” and
it was not till undeccived by the tone of the Toronto
Press, that we were led to understand the (ioderich line,
with all its superior rccommendations, was to be sct
aside without further ceremony, or investigation, to give
place to the pretensions of a new and hitherto unheard
of terminus, as far south of Goderich as Saugin was
north, viz. Port Sarnia, a village situated down the river
St. Clair, about two miles (or perhaps more) from its
entrance out of Lake Huron.

This place, not before mentioncd, cxcepting casually
in the Report of the Select Committee, as a point of
distance, and as being at the head of the St. Claiv viver.

B 2



4

now appears to occupy the attention of the Toronto Com-
pany. Its pretensions were first brought into notice in
an anonymous letter in the Kingston Chronicle, signed
by “ A Traveller,” and supposed to be the production of a
gentleman, the principal proprietor of the town-plot of Port
Sarnia, and of other extensive property in that neighbour-
hood. Its principal recommendation as the Western ter-
minus being its proximity to the State of Michigan, and
consequent command of the ¢ winter travel.”

In this state of matters, a second Deputation from
Goderich proceeded to Toronto. They waited upon Mr.
Gamble, and proftered a meeting with the Railroad Di-
reclors, which was declined m the meanwhile, till the
return of the enginecers, Messrs. Wallace and Ross, then
sald to be upon their tour of observation towards Gode-
rich and Saugin, in terms of Mr. Gambles letter of
24th  March. The surprise of the Deputation may,
however, be more easily conceived than expressed, when
they learned from Mv. Ross, who returned next day,
that the sole object of their investigation was Port Sar-
nia, and the route by London thither, and that they
had received no instructions whatever to visit Goderich.
The Deputation having addressed a copy of the letter of
their corresponding Committee to the Canada C'ompany,
of date 7th of May, to the Toronto Company, returned
to Goderich on 17th May.

A few days after this juncture, Mr. Mercer Jones, then
in Toronto, forwarded a copy of a Prospectus about to
be assued by Mr. Gwynne, upon which a public meeting
of the mhabitants of the district was called for the 3rd
June, when, inter alia, it was resolved to dispatch a
Delegate to London, to advocate the superiority of the
Goderich line and the causc of the Huron Distriet.

Having sketched the rise and progress of this measure
thus far in Canada, T shall proceed to discuss its merits
as they bear in particulur upon Port Sarnia and Gode-
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rich, and endeavour, at the same time, to point out the im-
possibility of reconciling the various interests of the
places now before the public, owing to their conflicting
Greographical positions. These are :—

1st.  Toronto—\Western Terminus—Goderich, or Port
Sarnia.

2nd. Great Western, viz. Hamilton, Brantford, Lon-
don, Port Sarnia; or,

3rd. Hamilton, Brantford, London, Chatham, Sand-
wich,

The Toronto Company’s Charter binds the terminus
of that line to some portion of the navigable waters of
Lake Huron. But Port Sarnia is not so situated. It
15 at the head of the St. Clair river, below the rapids,
after passing out of Lake Huron. Goderich, therefore,
or some other portion of the navigable watcrs of Lake
Huron, can be their only terminus in conformity with
their present Charter.

It would be sacrificing the future interests of Toronto
were she to coalesce with No. 2, as she would shortly
cease to he the starting point, or eastern terminus,
which would devolve upon Hamilton. Nor could they
jointly carry the trunk line through any of the eastern
portion of the Canada Company’s lands towards Port
Sarnia, without abandoning London, which latter place
the Great Western line is bound by its Charter to pass
through.

It appears to me self-evident that, in the present
condition of the Province, two lines of Railroad run-
ning nearly parallel, viz. from Toronto to Port Sarnia,
and from Hamilton by Brantford, London, and Chatham
to Sandwich, would not only not pay, but would cach be
conducive to the other’s ruin. They would both be run-
ning not only parallel with each other, but conterminous
to the navigable waters of Lakes Erie, and St. Clair,
and the rivers to Lake Huron: and in the case of the
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Litter, running alongside of the navigable Thames, and
Lake St. Clair, from Chatham to Sandwich, a distanee of
48 miles.  Either of these lines would run i direct colli-
sion aind competition, with the British and American steam
ships on these waters during the travelling peviod of the
year, viz. after the navigation is generaliy opened up over
the catire country, when the spring ships begin to ar-
rive from Furope.  The conscquence would be as in the
case of the Clyde steam-boats, and  the Glasgow and
Greenock Railroad, the steamers would. by reduced rates,
monopolize the entire suaymer passenger trade.

The winter travel is an illusion now got up for the first
time in the history of Canadian travel, to suit the purpose
of coertain proprietors of Port Sarnia, by landholders
residing at Toronto interested in wild lands in the town-
ships along that line, from London, and by the holders of
Government Land Sevip desirous of speculating in these
townships.

Another argument adduecd in favour of the chimera of
winter travel is, the fortuitous circumstance of Captain
Richardson of Toronto having sailed his solitary steam-hoat
during last winter from thence to Niagara, an occurrence
which may not, perhaps, happen again for the next ten
vears.  One swallow docs not make the summer.

It is notorious that, although the Atlantic is now open
all winter from Europe to New York, DBaltimore, New
Orleans, and intermediate ports, yet emigrants do not
avail themsclves of it to settle in the Atlantic States, or
those aecossible by the Mississippi and its tributaries.
The season is too inclement, even in the milder regions of
Europe. to expose women and tender infants to its rigour,
more cspecially as a laudable economy inclines the great
bulk of emigrants to prefer deck passages on our lakes
and rivers.  But admitting that they micht travel at such
aseason, they could not see the lands to judge of a location
when vedled wnder the snow, and would require to wait
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its melting, at great expense, to enable them to make a
seleetion, and then put up a house or shanty, in order to
commence operations.  The genial weather fit to enable
families of emigrants to travel with comfort and economy,
does not set in till the middle of April, the period when
the great travel of the country commences, whatever may
be said to the contrary, notwithstanding. No trade exists
during the winter between the Eastern and Western por-
tions of the U'nited States or Canada, and travelling at
that period is of little or no importance.

To return to the ‘¢ winter travel™ at PPort Sarnia, it is
distinctly denied that the St. Clair river opposite, between
it and the American town of Port Iluron, is always open.
Im the winter of 1857-35, 1 was there for many weeks with
the 1st Huron militia (of which I have the honour to be
major), sent thither for the pretection of that frontier
against the pillage and incendiarism of the American bri-
cands. The river was then often impassable; and it is
notorious that it is sometimes so for days and weecks toge-
ther for the general purposcs of passage or commercee.

Again, during the entire season of navigation, Port Sar-
nia, from its being situated below the rapids of the river
St. Clair on the banks of that river, and not upon the
navigable waters of Lake Huron, vessels there are con-
stantly liable to be wind-bound by the north-westers, which
blow down the lake and rapids for nine months, at least,
out of the twelve. Moreover, vessels from the lake cannot
enter the rapids of the St. Clair river, so as to reach Port
Sarnia with a south or south-west wind.

I have myself on different occasions been detained wind-
Lound at Port Sarnia for periods of four, six, or eight days.
On one of these occasions the schooner Gazelle, Captain
Ncwman, was asked by a steamer §100 to tow her up
into Lake Huron. At other periods I was twice detained
there while proceeding to the lake in an open boat for
upwards of five days on each occasion.
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It is a fallacy to say that Port Sarnia is on Lake Huron.
Goderich Harbour, however, is on Lake Huron; and when
finished, as it easily can be at little expense, will be safe
and secure to be entered by vessels at all times, by day or
night, with any wind that can blow, where they may lie to
the number of 200 sail, of 250 tons, in the most perfect
security. The provincial Government is prepared to erect
a first-class lighthouse at Goderich Harbour, at a cost of
£500 during the ensuing season.—T7ide Report of the
Board of \Works laid before the Legislative Assembly, Feb.
1845, pp. 17 and 64.

The fact of there being no water-power at Port Sarnia,
or for many miles near it, is fatal to it ever becoming a
useful or profitable terminus to a railroad, one of the prin-
cipal sources of freight to the latter being flour; this article
could not be manufactured there.  On the contrary, there
is unlimited water power at Goderich, not to be surpassed
in North America. Vessels, therefore, reaching Port
Sarnia from Lake Michigan would proceed from Lake Erie
to the nearest great water power at Thorold or St. Cathe-
rine’s on the Welland Canal, or would pass onwards to
Kingston.

The passage to shipping through the tortuous channels
and shallows of Lake St. Clair is rendering the navigation
below Port Sarnia every day more precarious and expensive,
owing to the frequency of vessels running a-ground, the
loss of time by such detention, and the cost of lighterage
to get them off, or, in all cases with large ships, to lighten
them sufficiently to pass over the shoals in either direction,
is altogether avoided at the Port of Goderich; Lake St.
Clair is daily fast filling up, and at no distant period will be
rendered useless for navigation. The above considerations
are among the many reasons pointing out Goderich as the
superior terminus.

By a railroad terminus at Port Sarnia, neither settlers,
nor foreign traffic, and foreign commerce, would, in the
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emphatic language of the report of the Seleet Committee,
be invited to the province. These would instantly pass
over to the :\merican larger town of Port Iluron, opposite,
where the British terminus would be in rcality, thereby
rendering the provinee a mere stepping-stone ereeted by
British capital for the sole conveniencey, relatively speaking,
of the citizens of the States of New York and those to the
westward.

The land at Port Sarnia and the neighbouring townships
is poor indeed compared with that of the Huron district,
and the line from Goderich to Toronto, and consequently
holds out fewer inducements for emigrants to . cttle on the
former line. Whercas, from the superiov richness of the
soil of the latter. its water power, streams, and greater
salubrity, owing to the total absence of swamps, which
abound near Port Sarnia and the adjacent townships,
vast numbcrs intending to proceed to the far West would
be checrfully attracted and absorbed along the Toronto
and Cioderich line, and among the splendid lands of the
Huron District.

At port Sarnia a railroad would terminate within easy
range of the American cannon of Fort Giratiot, and, in the
cvent of war with the United States, would prove a source
of daily annoyance, and of vast expense for its protection.
During the last war a misereant of the name of Westhrook,
with a band of freebooters, established themselves on this
very frontier, and made incursions into Canada for the
purposes of plunder and kidnapping. Verily their chances
of ransom would have been mightily improved by a railway
terminus.

Even in time of peace it would be lialle, if terminating
at Port Sarnia, to constant interruption from the lawless
characters at all times congregated on that frontier, who,
from the reckless hatred they foster and encourage against
everything English, would not scruple to break up the rails,
demolish and destroy in mere wantonness against the
“ Britishers.” No police could control them, and the
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laws of the United States are next to a dead letter.  We,
in Canada, have not yet forgotten the murderous and incen-
diary character of the American brigands of 1857, 8,and 9,
on our south anl western frontiers during a period of pro-
found peace between the countries.  The assassinations of
Dr. Iume of the — regiment, Captain Usher, and many
others. The midnight burnings of our houses and barns.
The burning of the Sir Robert DPeel, steam ship. The
fiendish destruction of General Broek’s nionument ; while
at the same time the miscreants Lett, Bill Johnson, and
other desperadoes, walked scathless at broad day, boasting
of their iniquitous exploits, and lauded and encouraged in
their infamous career by what may be considered the re-
spectable portion of, their fellow-citizens, confederated,
without a blush, into Hunter's Lodges for our destruction,
and the conquest of devoted Canada.

A railroad from Toronto to Goderich would be secure
from an cnemy, and easily protected at all times, while,
during war, in a military point of view, it would dircetly
intersect the great peninsula of Upper or Western Canada,
terminating at each extremity at harbours adinirably fitted
by nature and art for defence, as well as for naval depots,
from whence expeditions could be fitted out with secrecy
and safety which would be altogether impracticable at Port
Sarnia.

I come now to consider the claims of the contending
termini in a commercial point of view, as far as distance
and cost are concerned, and shall confine myself to Gode-
rich and Port Sarnia: Sandwich, in my opinion, in the
present condition of the province, being out of the ques-
tion ; remarking only, that the distance from

Toronto to Sandwich is . . . ) 232 miles.
Ditto Goderich . . . . 109

Difference in favour of Goderich . . 123 miles.
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The line from Toronto to Goderich avoids all the deep
ravines of the other line, by a gentle ascent to the level
plains of the head waters of the rivers which are emptied
into Lakes Ontario, Erie, St. Clair and Huron.

The Port Sarnia line would require bridges and viaduets
of great altitude across the deep ravines of the rivers
Humber, Credit, Sixteen-mile Creclt, Twelve-mile Creek,
Grand River, and various branches of the Thames, &e.

The terminus at Goderich would form a permanent
depdt for DBritish merchandize, and for the importation of
United States produce—wheat, m particular, from the
Ports of Sheboigan, Green DBay, Millwaukee, Racine,
Chicago, Grand River, Kalamazoo, and St. Joscph’s, in
the States of Wisconsin, Illinuis, and Michigan; lesides
being the national mart and point of despatch for the
produce of the millions of acres to be brought into cultiva-
tion by the opening up of this splendid section of (‘anada
by such a line of communication.

The manufacture of wheat into flour would ecrcate a
demand for, and bring into profitable use, the immense
mill-power of the river Maitland (at present almost dor-
mant), which offers accommodation for eighteen mills of
the first magnitude on the town-plot of Goderich, besides
power to almost any further extent between the falls and the
town, a distance by the road of about four or five miles.

Flour can be profitably transported by railway, but not
wheat ; the manufacture of flour at Goderich, therefore,
would produce an article of transit, while it would en-
courage cooperages, founderies, shipping, &c. and attract
large bodies of artificers, mechanies, and labourers. The
surrounding country would fill up rapidly, and Goderich
would become what it is destined to be, a large and
flourishing city and port.

Deprived by nature of the vast hydraulic powers enjoyed
by Goderich and its superior soil, does Port Sarnia in this
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respect offer the same advantages as Goderich, as the
terminus to a railway to Lenefit the province, or likely to
create a like quantum of national wealth?

I shall not attempt to estimate the vast encrease which
the line to Goderich would bring to the population along
the conterminus millions of acres, of the richest land in
North Ameiiea, which it would open up and scttle, or the
vast encrease of produce which would assurcdly follow.
The Huron Distriet, in the three years between the Ist of
January, 1812, and 1st of January, 1845, has encreased in
population about 10,000 souls. The number of acres now
under cultivation in the Distriet, as near as the imperfect
mode of return to my office enables me to calculate, may
be about. 50,000. The annual increase i 1844 (of acres
cleared), was between 6 and 7000, brought into cultivation
for that year: this is encreasing in a progressive ratio
commensurate with the annual addition to the population
by immigration.

Until 1845, the surplus produce of the Huron was
absorbed by the new settlers, and it was not till that year
that cash was first offered by the storekeepers for wheat
for exportation, and about 2600 bushels was all that
could be seraped together. During the last season, how-
ever, (winter, 1844-5) 15,000 bushels have been exported,
from the township of (ioderich, and 20,000 from the town-
ship of North Easthope. Open up this fine country by a
railroad to the eastern markets, and 100,000 Barrers of
flour will soon be annually produced.

The manufacture of pearl ash, now successfully intro-
duced into the Huron, will, in a few years, form an im-
portant article of trade and transit.

The demand for fat cattle for the Toronto market is now
attracting the attention of our Huron farmers, and during
the current year, Mr. Jas. Hutcheson, of Tuckersmith,
had, up to May, driven thence upwards of 150 fat oxen.
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The saving of value on cattle sent by Railway instead of
being driven, is calculated at 10 per cent. Notwithstand-
ing Mr. . received remunerating prices. This trade can
be encreased to an incredible extent, and likewise that of
all manner of live stock and provisions, either for home
consumption or exportation.

The inexhaustible fisheries of Lake Huron, hitherto in
abeyance, will claim a large sharc of railway traffic. Any
given quantity of the Huron herrings, from 1 up to 50 or
100,000 B.arrers, can be taken during each season; 600
Barrels have been taken at one haul of the seine; salmon
trout, white fish, pike, pickerel, maskonongé, and sturgeon,
are likewise cured for commerce, thereby creating a demand
for a large annual importation of salt.

The ten populous townships pointed out in the Report
of the Select Committee in the Home and Wellington Dis-
trict, through which this line would pass, would yicld an
immediate way travel for the first 55 miles, and when
completed to Goderich, its prosperity would be beyond
doubt. A new country like it does not, cannot retrograde,
but steadily advances in prosperity for centurics.

I shall now eclose this communication with calculations
of the difference of distance, and of expense of construction
of the various routes.

The exact distance, by calculation on a MS. plan
from actual measurement by W. Hawkins,

Esq., D.P.S., from Toronto to Goderich, is . 109 miles.
The Distance from Toronto to Port Sarnia, cal-
culated by John M‘Donald, Esq., D.P.5,, is . 185
Balance in favour of Goderich . . 76

Estimated cost at {3,250 per mile.
£
From Toronto to Port Sarnia, 185 miles . 601

,250
Goderich, 109 miles . 354,250

b4 »

Balance in favour of Goderich . £ 247,000
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Interest at 6 per cent. on line, from

£
Toronto to Port Sarnia . ; . . 36,075
Toronto to Goderich . . . . 21,255
Balance of interest in favour of Goderich . £14.820

It is ohvious, therefore, that the Toronto and Port Sar-
nia line would have to realize, clear of all expense, wear and
tear, the sum of L'14,520 by its « winter travel,” before it
would hegin to pay an interest equal to that on the Gode-
rich route.

The amount of £3,250 per miile is the sum estimated by
the Toronto Directors.  But in conversing with engineers
of eminence in the provinee, they are of opinion that a rail-
road in Canada should be essentially British, including
the most modern improvements which combine solidity,
durability, and rapid travelling, with heavy loads. They
therefore advise an estimate at £35,000 per mile, viz.—

£
Toronto to Port Sarnia, 185 miles . . 925,000
Toronto to Goderich, 109 miles . . . 545,000
Balance in favour of Goderich . . £380,000
Interest at 6 per cent. on line, from
£
Toronto to Sarnia . . . . 56,500
Toronto to Goderich . . . . 32;700
Balance in favour of Goderich and against Port
Sarnia line for * winter travel”’ . . £23,800

Supposing both lines actually made and in operation, I
am firmly of opinion that Goderich would enjoy almost

exclusively the summer travel, while Port Sarnia would be
welcome to that in winter.
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The traffic on the line of railroad from Toronto to
Goderich would be extended westward by steam vessels, the
de~tination of the partics being the ports on Lake Michi-
oan, or cice versa.  This would be effected by one tran-
shipment, and would be definitive to any of these ports.
Mark the difference between the above and a route by 'ort
Sarnia.

By Port Sarnia you encrease the distance 76 miles at
the lowest additional cost of £247,000, and on arriving
there you are 70 miles more distant by water to your des-
tination than by the Goderich line, or an encreased distance
beyond the Goderich route of 146 miles.

The advocates for the Port Sarnia line maintain, that
there is a railway communication from Port Huron opposite
to Port Sarnia, with the Detroit Railroad to St. Joseph on
Lake Michigan.

This is not the case, there being no railroad from Port
Huron to the Detroit line, and even this Detroit line to St.
Joseph is only finished for 100 miles, or as far as Marshall,
leaving 94 miles of this line yct to be completed.

It is true as regards the Port Huron and Detroit ima-
ginary junction, that asort of survey was completed some years
ago, not to Detroit, but of the Northern Railroad, to com-
mence at Port Huron (opposite Port Sarnia), and to extend
to Grand Haven on Lake Michigan. Length, 201 miles.
But this line 1s now totally abandoned ; the Governor of
the State having publicly declared that no appropriation
will henceforth be madc to any line north of the Detroit
until the latter line is completed. This last is a poor
concern, the ratc of travel being from 14 to 18 miles per
hour ; 15 miles have only been conipleted within the last
five years, and to keep it in anything like repair, T have
been informed that the Public School Tax has heen diverted
from its original intention to that purpose.

Now then, to show the fallacy of the Toronto winter
travel vid¢ Port Sarnia, you must have a destination by
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land exclusively, and in the present state of the enterprize
we shall assume this to be St. Joseph’s, on Lake Michigan.
The distance by railroad will be as follows : —

Toronto to Port Sarnia . . . . 185 miles.
Port Sarnia to Detroit . . . . 60
Marshall to St. Joseph . . . . 94
Line not yet made . : . . 339
Detroit to Marshall (made) . . . 100
Length of railroad required to be travelled . 439

Further, the great rush of settlement is, however, pour-
ing into the western coast of Lake Michigan and Wisconsin;
taking, therefore, the intermediate Port of Millwaukee,
the distance from St. Joseph thither by steam-boat across
Lake Michigan is 105 miles. Making the extreme distance
from

Toronto to the west side of Lake Michigan, with
4 changes or transhipments . . . 544 miles.

The same destination by Goderich will be,

Toronto to Goderich by railroad . . . 109 miles.
Goderich to Millwaukee by steam-boat . . 457
With one transhipment . 566

—

The distance from Toronto by Goderich to She-
boigan in Wisconsin is . . . . 516 miles.

Should parties, however, be desirous to reach Detroit,
the distance from Toronto is as follows :—

Toronto to Port Sarnia . . . . 185 miles.

Toronto to Goderich . log 17

Goderich to Port Sarnia . 70 9
Difference in favour of Goderich . 6 miles.

Having, I trust, satisfactorily discussed the matter of
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distance to the grand destination from Toronto, I proceed
to examine the cost of the roads actually to be made by
both routes and at the lowest rate,—

Toronto to Port Sarnia . . . . 185 miles.
Port Sarnia to Detroit in Michigan 60
Marshall to St. Joseph’s . . 94
— . 154
Making . . 339 miles
of road to be made, which, at £3,250 would cost £1,101,750
Miles £.
In Canada . 185 . 601,250
In State of Michigan 154 . 500,500
339 miles cost £1,101,750
Toronto to Goderich 109 ” . 354,250

230 miles in favour of Goderich, or
£747,500 in favour of Goderich.

Or at the higher rate of £5,000 per mile, would cost,

S —

Miles. £.
Toronto to St. Joseph, as above . 339 1,695,000
Toronto to Goderich . . . 109 543,000
Balance in favour of Goderich line £1,150,000

According to the rate charged per ton on the Great
Western United States Railroad, viz. 14 cent. per mile
per ton, flour might be delivered between Goderich and
Toronto, taking the distance at 109 miles for 9d. per
barrel.

I have been informed by Mr. Counter, late mayor of
Kingston, who is extensively engaged in the export trade
of flour from Canada, that the freight and \Velland Canal
toll from Detroit to Toronto would cost 1s. +d. per barrel.

Every handling or transhipment of flour will cost 3d.
per barrel, at the very lowest rate. The present charge

c
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on the American railways being 10 cents per barrel, or
Gd. provincial currency.

The line from Toronto to St. Joseph’s, vid Port Sarnia,
would require 4 handlings per barrel. That from Toronto,
by Goderich, would require 2 only. Difference against
Port Sarma, 6d. per harrel additional.

The loss by shake on the barrel in the transit of large
cargoes of flour is encreased by the distance of railway
carriage.

Extreme distance by railway from

St. Joseph’s to Toronto, vi¢ Port Sarnia . . 439 miles.
Extreme railway distance by Goderich line . 109

Balance of loss by shake against Port Sarnia line 330

I now close this communication in the hope that the
facts and arguments adduced will confirm you in the
recommendation of the Report of the Select Committee of
the House of Assembly, and adopted by the Ontario and
Huron Railway Company formed in London, ¢ ¢hat the
contemplated Railroad should have its termination at
Goderich, a route which would possess many and superior
advantages over any other.”

I have the honour to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) DAN. LIZARS.

Delegate from the meeting of the Huron District held
at Goderich, Western Canada, 3rd June, 1845.
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Letter from John Stewart, Esq., Barrister, Chairman of
Committee of the Western Canada, Ontario, and Huron
Junction Ruailway Company, formed at (zoderich, 3d
June, 1845, for the purpose of co-operating with the
Company of the same name formed in the City of London,
and now designated, “ The City of Toronto and Lake
Huron Railway Company.”

In a matter of so vast provincial as well as local import-
ance, as the sclection of the termini of a work of such
magnitude as the connexion of Lakes Ontario and Huron
by railway, it might have been expected that thic claims of
all contending parties would be fairly and openly discussed,
and that point adopted, without prejudice or favour, whic,
from its natural position, its qualifications as a harbour, and
the facilities which it might offer, over any other, for the
extension of provincial manufactures and mercantile pur-
suits; yet, throughout the whole contest betwixt Saugcen,
Goderich, Sarnia, and Windsor, the prcjudice against
Goderich has been most notorions. Its inhabitants have Leen
branded with *rashness and precipitancy,” because that,
when all faith was broken with them, they dared to express
their opinion of the treatment they had received, and send
a delegate to Iingland to attend to their interests: and yet
we find, from the Hamilton Gazette of the 18th instant,
that the people of Hamilton also complain of Toronto for
want of courtesy and breach of faith.

The friends and advocates of Goderich have been stig-
matised as “‘ignorantand interested ;> while allopposcd to it
are held up to the publie, by a portion of the press, as the
only parties possessing sufficicnt intclligence and informa-
tion to be competent to form an opinion on the subjeet.
The Goderich Harbour has been siiecred at as a place unfit

for ““embarking on Lake ITuron,” and for no other r.a=on
2
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than hceeause it is unknown. There is a vulgar adage, that
“none are so blind as those who will not see,” which seems
aptly applicable in this case. The Gioderich party have not
only courted inquiry, but offered to pay for it, in order that
the whole truth migzht be known ; but, notwithstanding an
agreement to this cffcet with the parties in Toronto sup-
posed to be particularly interested in having the harbours
on the British shore of Lake Huron thoroughly examined,
the promised survey was not permitted to take place, nor
any reason given,

We have also been told that no one * outside the
town-plot of Goderich™ would cver think of such a thing
as making this the terminus: and mercly beeause ¢ every-
body says s0.” And yet this same ¢ everybody” will not
take the trouble to make himself acquainted with the
subject ; anvthing, however, against Goderich being most
readily believed on hearsay.

We shall now sce how the faet is as to this assertion.

In 1836, the Great Western Ratlway was chartered, and
the members of the then House of Assembly of Upper
Canada were so impressed with the favourable position and
natural advantages of Goderich for a western terminus, that
they appended a elause to the Inll to cnable the Huron to
take a branch from any point between Oxford and London.
In 1838 his Excellency Sir George Arthur visited Goderich ;
and, after carefully examining the town site and harbour, he
voluntarily expressed himself to those around him in nearly
the following words :—¢ This place is well adapted for a
fortification and naval depoét, the harbour being so well
sheltered on the north and south. In the event of war,
military and stores could he at once dispatehed to any point
on the lakes; but to be complete, there should be a rail-
road from this to Hamilton or Toronto.” Tn which senti-
ments Deputy-Quartermaster General Colonel M¢Kenzie
Fraser most warmly concurred. Tn 1840 the late Sir Richard
Downes Jackson, then commander of the forces, visited
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this place ; and, on viewing the lake and harbour from the
heights on the south side of it, he declared that ¢ Gode-
rich, with its noble harbour, is one of the prettiest situa-
tions I have cver scen;  and in a military point of
view, it could, at comparatively little expense, be made
a sccond Gibraltar.””  And subscquently to that period,
Siv Riehard did again and again revert to the subject, and
express his opinion of the importance to which Goderich
would one day arise, when its natural advantages should be
drawn out and improved hy art.

A few, therefore, **outside the town-plot of Goderich™—
and those few most capable of judging—did, in these days,
think it worthy of being made the western terminus; but
nothing south of Saugeen would satisfy the Toronto folks
at that time, nor indeed until about four months ago,
because that some **surveyor” had told them that large
vessels could sail twenty miles up the river, and they
believed him, although the fact is that no large vessel can
enter it.

When the committee of the Touse of Asscmbly, during
last scssion, again impressed with the natural and varied
claims of Goderich to be the Huron terminus, reported in
its favour, a meecting was held i Toronto on the 5th of
March, to consider the report, when, after expressing the
greatest liberality towards Hamilton and Goderich, it was
still determined * to form a railway from Toronto to Sau-
geen, or some other point in that dircetion; onc great
objeet being to open up the back country north of Toronto,
and to afford the shortest and speediest means of passing to
and fro between the Lakes Ontario and Huron.”

Some two or three weeks, however, after the above
meeting, a certain ¢ traveller,” aftcr some well-timed com-
pliments to Toronto, in the Kingston Chronicle, tells its
citizens that none but the ¢ ignorant and interested” would
ever think of taking a railroad to Goderich; insinuates
that they alone possess the intelligence (as before stated)
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fit for judging in such matters; asserts that by going to
Port Sarnia they will seeure such a quantity of American
winter travel as will pay for any amount of capital laid out.
Each Toronto press repeats the story, and they, of course,
belicve it. They inform us in their prospectus that they
believe the state of Michigan will build some sixty odd
miles to connect theirs with the St. Joseph's railroad near
Detroit ; but, with the “ignorant and interested,” that is
somewhat doubted, considering, from the fact that the
Detroit and St. Joseph’s railroad has been seven years in
making, and that only 110 miles out of the 200 are yet
completed, that the state of Michigan is not in a condition
at present to undertake any new work of the kind.

Mr. Gwynne, of Toronto, then in England, on secing
the report of the House of Assembly before referred to,
and satisfied of the feasibility of the scheme, issued a
prospectus, under the name of the ¢ Ontario and Huron
Junction Railway Company,”—* Toronto and Goderich™ to
be their termini,—and exerted himself so effectually in the
money market that, hefore the day appointed for the allot-
ment, three times the requisite number of shares were
applied for. But this docs not satisfy the * Toronto and
Lake Huron Railroad Company ;™ they cut the Hamilton
junction scheme, do their utmost to upset Mr. Gwynne's,
and resolve, not only to risk a contest with Sir Allan N,
M¢Nab, W. H. Merrit, Esq., and their respective sup-
porters, but to jeopardise the character of all Canadian
railroad speculations in the eyes of English capitalists, by
thus, in effect, giving the lie to Mr. Gwynne’s prospectus.

In the Toronto and Lake Huron Railroad Company’s”
prospectus, it is statel that ¢ the provisional committee of
the company formed in England for the purpose of accomplish-
ing the same object which this (Toronto) company has in
view have collected most accurate statistics (which they have
embodied in a prospectus) of the transit both of passengers
and goods on the present tedious and circuitous route by
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Lake Erie;” and that *‘the directors (Toronto) have
availed themselves to a certain extent of the information
afforded by that prospectus, (Mr. Gwynne’s) not only on ac-
count of its general corrccetness, but from the clear and
forcible manner in which the facts are set forth therein:”
but they (Toronto) have not the candour to inform the
public that they have made an almost verbatim copy of that
(Mr.Gwynne's) prospectus; that Goderich was nanied by the
English company as the Huron terminus; that the *sta-
tistics and facts™ so ¢“ correctly and foreibly sct forth™ were
in favour of a line of road very different from that to which
they (Toronto) have applied them,and that the large amount
of subscriptions boasted of in the Patriot, &c., were made to
that English company, and not in the books of the “Toronto
and Lake Huron Railroad Company,” these books not
having been opened in Lngland to this day. Must not the
(uestion, thercfore, arise, to which of the proposcd lines of
road are the arguments in the prospectuses most justly
applicable—the long or the short one! and may not this
causc a suspicion to arisc against hoth ?

The Toronto Company seem to think that, hecause money
is plenty in England, the capitalist will speculate as readily
in a long road as in a short one; but the ‘“ignorant and
interested” settlers of Huron conceive that it was the
evident propriety and judiciousness of the scheme advertised
by Mr. Gwynne, and the fair prospect of suecess which it
held out, that drew forth such a host of applications for
shares; and that the capitalist will require to be well
assured that a project requiring nearly double the amount
of capital to carry it into effect will reccive a proportionate
increase of support to make it pay, before he will embark
his money in it.

The following extraet from the CoroxtarL Gazerre of the
12th ult. very justly shows what revenue would naturally ac-
cruc to a railroad from the incalculable hydraulic power of the
River Maitland :—* The terminus at Goderich will form a
permanent depdt for British merchandise, and for the impor-
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tation of American produce. In particular, large quantities
of wheat will be brought from the states of Wisconsin,
Illinois, and Michigan. As flour, but not wheat, can be
profitably transported by railway, the demand for the
former would bring into profitable use the immense mill
power of the River Maitland. The mills and traffic would
again encourage the establishment of cooperages and foun-
drics, and create a demand for shipping. And, besides
being the natural depét for an extensive foreign
trade, and the natural seat of an active manufacture, the
district around Goderich has resources of its own,” &e.
This is no imaginary or doubtful source of profit, nor is it
necessary to build some sixty miles additional railway to se-
cure it, as has to be done for the phantom of winter travel.

The annexed document® on. the comparative merits of
the proposed routes by Sarnia and Goderich has been sub-
mitted to this committee by a gentleman, the nature of
whose employment for the last 17 years has afforded him
facilities for collecting information, and a knowledge of the
country possesscd by very few And as it so emphatically
speaks for itself, we give it in his own words :—

“ Comparative advantages of the Port Sarnia and Gode-
rick routes for the proposed Great Western Railway ;
assuming the rate of travel to be, by railway, 15 miles per
hour, or about that of the Utica and Buffalo one, and
by steamboat 10 miles per hour.

“I conceive it to he more than doubtful whether we
shall ever secure, for a Toronto and Lake Huron Railway,
the American travellers intending to take the railway
across the peninsula of Michigan. I am equally doubtful
whether those intending to take the lake boats for Chicago
would proceed by the Toronto and Sarnia route, were a
railroad made in that direction. But I think the greater

* We are not atllibert.y to name the author; but we can assure our
readers that there is not in America a gentleman whose judgment and

opportunities of discriminating better entitle him to confidence.—ED.
Lowbp. CoL. Gaz. Ocr. 4, 1515.
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portion of the western travel from the eastward, directed to
the boats travelling Lakes IHuron and Michigan, would
avail themselves of a railway from Toronto to Goderich,
were it constructed ; and my opinions are founded on the
following facts.

““ The great object of the Toronto and Lake ITuron Com-
pany is to open such a line of communication as shall afford
the western travellers from the northern and eastern states
of America the most expeditious communication, and thus
to ensure the emigrant, and travelling community gene-
rally, taking it in preference to the civeuitous oue of the
great lakes.

* The present line of communication between New York
and Boston, and the rapidly advancing settlements of Wis-
consin and Illnois, 1s the River Hudson and the Boston
Railway to Albany; and thence by railways or the canal
to the ports on Lake Ontario, or to Buffalo at the foot
of Lake Lirie; and thence by the eircuitous routes of
Lakes Erie, St. Clair, Huron, and Michigan; or, stopping
at the head of Lake Lrie, by the railway and stages across
the peninsula of Michigan, and thence Iy steamboats to
the various ports on Lake Michigan.

¢ The south-westerly and westerly portion of Canada
West forms a large peninsula, which has to be rounded by
the traveller on the lakes; and to avoid this it is proposed
to carry a railroad across the peninsula from Toronto, at
the head of Lake Ontario, to Lake IHuron ; thus reducing
considerably the distance to be travelled to the head of
Lake Michigan, and avuiding Lake Eric altogcther.

¢ Lakes Erie, St. Clair, ITuron, and Ontario, and one of
the contemplated lines of railroad, viz., that from Toronto
to Goderich, form a rude triangle, the railway Dbeing the
base, 109 miles, the lakes the remaining sides, 500 miles ;
and as these sides would have to be coasted, the railway
would have in its favour 391 miles.

«We will now contrast the two lines which have been
lately most prominently before the public, viz., that to Port
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Sarnia, at the very foot of Lake Huron, and the other to
(ioderich, 60 miles further up, or nearer Michigan, with the
lake routes.

“ A traveller, arrived at DBuffalo by the New York and
Buffalo, en route to Detroit, and thence to Chicago by the
Michigan Central Railway, assuming the Toronto and Port
Sarnia Railway to have been constructed, would then have
two routes open to him:—

Buffalo to Lewiston . . 28 miles railway 2 hours.
Lewiston to Toronto . . 40 miles steamboat 4 hours.
Toronto to Sarnia . . . 150 miles railway 10 hours.
Sarnia  to Detroit . . 60 miles steamboat 6 hours.

287 22 Canadian

route. Buffalo to Detroit 254 miles steamboat, 21 hours; American
route. 'Which route would an American be likely to take?

¢ But we will assume that the Americans make a railroad
running parallel with the Detroit and St. Clair waters, in
order to save two hours out of six, of a pleasant, interest-
ing and chiefly river navigation, then the two routes, rela-
tively to each other, would stand thus; American, 21
hours ; Canadian, 20 hours.

“But it must be borne in mind that at Buffalo the
traveller embarks in the conveyance that lands him at
Detroit in 21 hours; whilst, if he takes the Canada route,
he has the following changes :—

¢ 1st, railway to Lewiston; 2nd, steamboat to Toronto ;
3rd, railway to Port Sarnia; 4th, ferry-boat to Port
Huron, with the river to cross, one mile in width,—and
whieh, at the lowest caleulation would, in changing from
each position, occupy one hour, I think T might say, and
still be within the mark, three hours; but if I say one,
that added to the time required for merely passing over
the route, makes 21 hours, thus placing the two
routes on a par, as regards the time required for the jour-
ney. This being the case, would not an American travel-
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ler patronise his own national routes and conveyances in
preference to those of a foreign country ?
** So much for time. Now for cxpense :—
AMERICAN,

Doll.