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PREF ACE. 

The universal complaint amongst Croquet 1,Iayers has 
'llways been that there are as mallY c"des of laws as there 
are lawns on "which the game is I,b)'",.!. lIe",.,., at any 
CrO(!lH"t g'nthering we hear Cll(lll'.,;;;~ cOnfll~i()n and al'~'urll('llt, 
each playel' protesting." we neycr do Lhnt," or HWC nI\,\fLYs 
do this" - and the game proceeds, marred bv mutterill~" 
asiue, or manifest indifference, The object ;f P" blishil;~ 
these rules then, i'i (0 ]"'illC;' about" confederation," Oll the 
ackno\y]l'c1:~,'c'll I,rinclllle of ~'i\-e nnli takt,. lTnanimity is 
cheaply purcha.,cll at th,. expense' of " few immat""jal "'''''j. 
fices. It is not SUPIl<'S,.u that thes,. rules II illn"t 11J'l'I·athr 
require correction, The science of the game has l'c('J'lllly 
made rapid ,t!'ides to perf,'ction, but it is ll"t II<-",i l'/e to be· 
lieve our.sell'"s anywh,>re uear it yd. "The T"r""t,, Lm,s," it 
is hoped, follow the nice points of t 1,C' g';lllW ~'l f,ll';lS th"y are 
at prL':3ellt dl'~dol)'_'c1, and 'they arc' in suJI;..:"<lIH'(' thl).Sl' ndoptl~(l 

by the Lbt players in En~land. J\ g'('lll'ml prcferclln' hus 
been shown for rules tending t'l c!lC'um:tC;"" skill, to cxl,erli(c 
the game, and to avoid (ii,cu"ioll, ,Yitl. 1I,i, "iew lil,,'l'(Y, 
rather than restridioIl, has been the guiding principle in the 
selection. 

The kind assent of all the gentlemen of Torouto ha dog 
Croquet Lawns of their own, with whom I have spoken "n 
the subject, ltao encouraged me in this hUll1ble elrod t" faci· 
Jitate the play of ,lescl'\'cdly tile most popular outdoor game 

ever introduced into this Province. 
T.O P. 

TORONTO, 

jJIay 1st, 1866. 





INTRODUCTIOX . 

. \ftcr an existence of less than ten years, Cro'l\1l3t has 
attained a popnlarity that places it infinitely before any 
out·door amusement, shared in alike Ly latJies and 
gentlemen. In the summer of 1850, a set of croquet 
hoops, very seldom patronized, "ere to be seen on the 
lawn of Government House at TOl','nto; and these pro­
bably were the first imported into Canada. 'rhe novelty 
of the game, the difficulty experienced in finding com­
panions, and the allurements of games better understood, 
prevented a very general adoption of Croquet; but above 
all, the contempt expressed for it by every muscular 
votary of the cricket field, the racket court, or the rowlock, 
stood in the "ay. At first it "as a girl's game, .. so easy 
you couldn't help doing it;" and then it was "a bore," 
for after trying it was found not so easy after all. There 
was in fact the jealousy to overcome, that ,yas felt by 
"men" who thought a game was being forced upon 
them, in which the" muffs" and" exquisites" were to 
come in on even terms. Before very long ho,ycver it 
became evident that a good eye and a steady band were 
required for Croqui,t. Temper too and discipline were 
found essential; and muscle ceased affecting to despise 
a game, in which the muff's only pull was that he 
stood an excellent chance of being beaten and laughed at 
by a girl "ith a better hand and eye than his own. Re­
quiring a good nerve, and the accuracy and "touch" of 
a billiard player, admitting of any variety of match or 
handicap-amongst gentlemen and ladies, insuring the 
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fullest 0njo,mcnt of fine \\'cathcr, necessitating exrrcise, 
unaccom;)a~icu by the tedious delays awl promenades of 
an'hen', or the fati:.!;llc of more vigorous pastimes, Cro­
quet l;as come to ~xercise its lc-gitimate fascination on 
cH'riJo,ly o\\'ning a la'.,-n, or owning a fricnel possessed 
of that' essential. In common ,,'ith games of greater 
severity, ('ro'illl·t affonl,; unmistakcable n;,]ences of 
character. "\ temper nClther inHall·,1 by SUClTS.', nor 
di,hearteneu hy failure, i,.,; a "ille ~ ,u; non for a go,"l 
player; with a lively recollection of the homcly maxim 
that" e,ery eln,g has his ,lay!" An earnest pbycr may 
seem a bore to less enthusiastic ac1111irc]'s of the game; 
but having once consentcu to play, a per"on is bound to 
uo his 1>e-;t, to watch the progress of the game, to know 
his turn, and to do as he is tolu. It is best to elect a 
'~,ll'tain on eaeh sille, not necessarily to dictate each 
stroke, hut to ,leci(le the policy of hi, side, ane! to keep 
the pIaYl']'S working together for the end he mn.y h:l';e 
ill view. ,'t player may dilfer from his captain in opin­
ion, anel pcrhaps be right: but having made his own 
Sl1,~:-,:e,tion hc is clearly l'ot responsible, anu shou]'1 ']0 

as he is ordered, The ship that has two a,lmiral., on 
)Joard, stand" a ba,] chance of g;ettill,g into port. 

Any set of rules ,,'ould he c1erccti,'c that did not, for the 
guielance of ),e;inncrs, combine with it some fel\" ob:icr­
'iations on the grounu anu matel iab Ihcel. 

THE GROU.ND. 

100 ft. X6,j ft. is the size of a perfect Croquet ground. 
The two posts should )0 about 71) feet apart, and there 
should he at least 10 feet behind the turning )lo,t, and 
:cO feet behind the winning post. I:y far tbe most ex, 
citing part of the game take,.,; Vb,c rounu tnc winning 
post, where plenty of space and no obstructions are of 
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vital importance. There is no greater mistake, and none 
oftener made, than to place the winning post at the very 
extremity of the ground. Continual disputes and dis­
satisfaction arise in consequence of balls haying to be 
replaced that have been played or croque'd over the 
limits. It is better to contract the space occupied by 
the hoops, or to dispense with one of them. The ground 
should be a sodded lawn, short-shayen, perfcctly flat, 
and free from holes. Frequent s\yceping and rolling are 
of great importance, e~pecialjy in spring. ',here it can 
be done, a 10\\' sloping embankmcnt should be run 
round the margin of the ground: in fact, wherever space 
and expense need not be considered, eyery person 
now-a-days having grounds, should have a grouml spe­
cially prepared for Croquet. And here reference may 
be made to the placing of the hoops. Unquestionably 
the best game is afforded by the plan of placing a hoop 
in the centre, to be passed in going up to the turning 
post, and again in coming back. Supposing the posts 
to be 62 feet apart, nine hoops will be required, and may 
be set at the distances given in the annexed diagram. 
Whatever alteration the shape or size of the ground may 
necessitate in the above distances, the wing hoops num­
bered 3, 5, 12, 10, should be placed so as to enable a 
skilful player to make the third hoop, if he has played 
properly through ~o. 2; and the same with the othel's. 
It puts a premium on bold and ((('curate play, and the 
temptation sometimes brings a runaway to a check. 

THE BALLS 
Should be 3i inches in diameter, turned perfectly round, 
and abont \) ounces in weight. Hard maple, apple 
and beech have been found the best material, both as 
regards durability and weight. The harder woods, as 
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box or li,IIIIIIII I'illl', though standing better again,t tIle 
blows of the Irwllct, ]Jc,idc', being themselves lll" hea,'Y, 
noel'.s,il;,t, the usc of a mallet he:n'y in J>l'l'pOl'liun. 
Every ball l!,scll ill a game llll!'st be of the ,;I1111' size amI 
IYCi:;ht. ,\ chil,perl or il1l1ented ball "honlc! at once be 
<lio"anlcd, fur all ,kill is "ct at dcfiallcc ]JY a ],,,11 (hat is 
not l>l'l'il'dly r'"llld. Thc ball.-; ,1,(),d<.1 not ],e Jert Ollt 
\\"lH:,n tlw g<.l.IllU is OYC~'; no}' sb()1I1d t hl',}~ lJl' ll:--cd (in <l 

\\'d 1:\\\'11. Thcre arc 1l1;I1'Y Iyays r,j' painlin:c: :\IId <Ii 
lin:oni.,J,i\l::; them: that Iyay bcin::: the ]'e,t tllat illl.lica[l.'s 
\lot ullly (lJ(l player, IJut the side (I) \Yhidl he ]'L'J'!I1,C;S. 
Une glallCL' is ill (hat l'U'C sufficient to ,110\\' tIle ,lriL,'r 

the 1'I.'1:Iti,'L' I""itions of friends and enomic'" and he 
lllakes hi, game accordingly. If eight balls of "")' ':Ir­
idic, uf colour are used, a while rill:'; lllay l'llI:irde th" 
four da1'ke,t ,harll"" and" black ring the four li:~"'lc,'l . 
the CUI'HILi being placed alternately li:,;ht and dark UII tIlL' 
,tarting post. 

THE MALLETS. 

EI"ery jlb)"cr j, entitled to his own ideas in the "hl)\I'" 
of a mallet. Ilith the balls it is dltt'erent. Tlll'y han' 
lll'C'l'ssartly to be uniform in ,ize and '\'l·i~llt: hence the'." 
must be provided Ly the Oll"rtCl' of the ground. ':'{)])()(Iy 
ever oiJjcdC',1 to a player using hi., IlIYn cuC', (I)' his ,,\\'11 

hat, and there is no more l'I'aSiJn a~ain,t the lhC' of" a 

private mallet." There [II" threL' olwpes mObtly in lbl', 
viz: the I,bin cylinder, the lJarn:l, and the c\, linder 
slightly holloweLl from the L',lgl' tl) the handle. '\\'hat­

l'Yer the pattern inay be, the" ')1,,1 mUot be ligl't ur 
beav,l' as the balls are. Tbe only l'l"tl'iction it b,,, been 
thought advisahle to impo,c on the "ze of the mallet, is 
one that limits the diameter of the lace to :3 inches. Tbe 
sport:;manlike and scientific player will avoid the use 01 
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a mallet, the weight and proportions of which may give 
him an ath-antage over persons unable to ,,·ield so for­
midable a weapon. For those who persist in using 
.. cord wood" for it mallet, ridicule is better than rule. 
The length of the handle "ill depend on the stature of 
the player, and its shape on the grasp and length of his 
fingers. 

THE POSTS 
Shonld be 2 feet in length, and have painted on them 
the colours of the balls in consecutive rings, a light and 
dark shade alternating for the purpose already alluded 
to. ':'Iuch doubt is often cxpressed (even by the player 
himself) \,hether the post is touched or not. Obviously 
something analogous to the use of the bail at cricket is 
required. Th:; following method is suggested. Bore a 
small hole through the post, four inches from the top. 
Throll~h this pass a piece of fine whipcord, six or sc'·en 
inc:lcs in Icn:;th. Tie" knot at one end, and pass the 
other ene! throll:;h a hole in the edge of a halfpenny, and 
clinch that end abo with a knot. Balance the halfpenny 
on the top of the post, which has l)een brought to a 
point flattened to a quarter of an inch in diameter for 
this purpose. To count the post, a ball mu.st shake 
down the halfpenny, which is to be at once replaced. 
However sensitive the balance may be, a graze may occur 
without di.'placing the coin j hut, as ncr)' wicket keeper 
knows, this is of constant occurrence at cricket. The 
chance i& the same for all: and a difficulty that callSCS 
much mutual embarrassment is removed. 

CLIPS 
Are another appliance for avoiding doubt and discussion. 
In fact no game should be played without something in 
the nature of a clip, to indicate the position of each 
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player. The pattern most approved is a double disc of 
tin, the size of half-a-crown, connected by a barrel spring 
at the shoulder. The lower edges of the discs are kept 
pressed together by the action of the shoulder, which 
fits the wire of the hoop. The tin is painted the colour 
of the ball it represents, and on one side there is a star 
(black or white) denotmg the side of the hoop from 
which the ball has to pass. Frequently the common 
clothes' clip, immortalized by Punch's picture of the 
swell who vi,ited the Serpentine with one attached to 
his nose, is pressed into the service, and answers 
every purpose: being of course painted the colour of the 
ball. The use of Jaques' Croquet Indicator-a hoop 
with a horizontal bar at the top, on which eight coloured 
metal tallies revolve, the player's tally being turned over 
on each hoop as it is made" in order"-has superseded 
the use of clips at home, and might be made in this 
Province quite as readily as the ordinary hoop. 

THE HOOPS. 
These need not exceed ten in number, whatever style 

of placing be adopted. They are made of round iron 
wire, ~ inch in thickness, and should stand 1.~ inches 
clear of the ground. The span should not be more than 
10 inches. It is advisal)lc to have them painted white, 
and they should be sharpened at the points. A square 
shank will be found to hold better in the ground, and 
will better stand the shock of the balls, than a round one; 
but all above the ground must be round. 

ATTITUDE. 
With regard to the attitude of the player when about 

to strike with the mallet, it is advised that no restric­
tions be imposed on play that is compatible with the 
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nature of a fair stroke, as defined in law K o. 14. Mr. 
Jaques, an original pioneer of the game, has well re­
duced the different styles of play to two great factions: 
(1) The tight or loose croquet party. (~) The advocates 
of ,. the straight" or "side" stroke. The first of these 
will be found amply discussed under law No.5. It is 
here proposed to deal with the secoml. In the" side" 
stroke, which is the most difficult to attain "lrith precisi('n, 
and without douut the most artistic, the player grasps 
his mallet with one or two hands, as he "'ould a racket or 
bat, and hits his ball, holding the handle across his body. 
The" straight" stroke is "'hen he swin~s the mallet per­
pendicularly in front of his body, and strikes from 
between his feet. At the moment of contact, the head 
of the mallet must horizontally be in the line between 
the striker's ball and the object intended to be hit. 
This line of sight is more readily got and maintained j,y 
the" straight" stroke. There is no strain on the WI ist, 
such as is caused by the poising and cxtenoing of the 
mallet for the "si,le" stroke .:\Ioreon·r, in playing the 
side stroke, the eye is not directly over the line of oigh t 
above referred to. Many players intuitively bend the 
neck over the shoulder to get as ncar to it as p(.s.,ible : 
but a nicety of calculation only acquired by skill and 
practice, is imperceptibly brought to hear on the side 
stroke (proper). It has been said already that the mal­
let's head must at the moment of contact, be in the line 
of direction. 'fhe difficulty to o\'ercome then is the arc 
necessarily described by the mallet's head, which, ex­
tended at arm's length, must, when moved, be traversing 
the circumference of a circle, the player's body being a 
pivot. Some players have adopted a compromise Ily play­
ing with one hand, holding the mallet perpendicular to the 
body, but outside the leg. They thus oMain a direct line 
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of sight, and are helped by the line of the foot, which is 
planted parallel with the lllrlllet's head and the line of di­
rection. The real sportsmanlike erll(jud player makes his 
stroke with the mallet well extendeu beyond the toes, and 
the" touch" is free, bol,], sharp, and springy. A. flbX­

iLle elbOlY, and a pliant wrist, will ren\(we all doubts as 
to the applir:ation of Law l±. The shoulders should be 
parallel ,dth the line of direction, and a player neglect­
ing to move his feet after varying his ori:,;inal intention, 
is sure to prly the penalty of his carell'ssncss. If the 
mallet be helel on the right siele of the body, the right 
hand will (in cases where both hands are uSL·,I) he the 
10,Yest on the handle of the mallet; and I'i,'c ((! ",,: "',here 
the malld is useu on the left ,iue: the latter i" 1:lI"t 

being the stroke of a lefthanded player. Wrlnt of knowl­
ell'.!'" of this oLvious rule has gi,-en many 1,layers a halJi! 
tb,':>' cannot get rid of, accompanied with a style th.(t 
rell'lin,ls one of \T erdant (;reen's determination to put hi~ 
oar in deep and pull it out with a jerk, A. combination 
.of right and left-handed play in the S[lme action is 
~ rather awkward:" and denotes neglect in the nursery. 

In this little prlmphlet it is tlcemcd inexpedient to 
enter into the play and tactics of tbe game. Hereafter, 
when the science of Croquet has made that progress of 
which the writer now feels confident, he rnay venture to 
publish the result of his experience. "\t present, the 
discussion of probable positions, and the be,t n'ay out of 
them, might be teuious. (juot homines tot sententire. 

.. 



THE GA:\I E 

Is played by any number of persons not exceedin 
eight: but the best game consists of only four. Whe~ 
two persons play, they should take two balls each. The 
game consists in striking the balls from the starting post 
through the iiYe centre and two left hand hoops to the 
turning post, and back by the five centre and two right 
hand hoops to the startin~ post. That side "'ins of 
which all the balls first hit the starting post. If space 
prevents more than one set of hoops being used, it will 
be found I'est when eight players are c1e,;irous of partici­
pating in the game, for four to commence at each end: 
balls of the other game being taken up on request. 
Should, howHcr, a ball of the other game be accciclen-
tally disturbed, that ball is replaced, the player's ball ( 
remaining where it lies. 

The terms generally made use of in the game, are as 
under ;-
ROQUET-To hit another ball with one's own. 
CROQUET-To strike one's own ball when in contac: with 

a roque'd ball. 
Ix oRDER-Implie.' the rotation of the hoops, as indica­

ted in the diagram. 
IIIRED-Is having your ball in such a position that a 

hoop prevents the stroke you wish to make. 
ROVER-A rover is a player who has made the circuit of 

the hoops, and remains in to assist his friends and 
annoy his enemies. (Law 13). Usually in fact all 
the players of a side become rovers, before anyone 
of them voluntarily hits the winning post 





THE TORONTO LAWS. 

1. On commencing, each player must place his ball 
I within a mallet's length of the starting post in any 

direct iOIl, (') and the first stroke played" with success" 
will be to pass through the first hoop. 

2. After the first stroke, whether" with success" or 
not, the player plays his ball (subject to the provision 
contained in Law 18) from 1eherc it hllPpens to Test. (') 

3. The players on each side play alternately, according 
to the colours on the starting post, and the order in 
which they play cannot be altered lIuring the game. 

4. Each player continues to play so long as he plays 
"with success," i.e. so long as he drives his ball through 
the next hoop" in order," rOCjuets, or croCjuets another 
ball, or ldts the turning post (3) "in order." 

(1) To get the proper slant f,Jr h00P 3, or to avoid another ball lying in 
the way, or for any other purpose consistent with the laws. 

(2) There has been much dC!.ubt as to this rule j but consideration and 
exparience have proved the efficacy of the above. A concesRion may be 
made to a weak player, who by courtesy may be allowed to take up his 
ball, and play again from hand j but ordinarily a bad stroke at the begin­
ning should pay the same penallY thatit does later in the game. :Further, 
if it be an advantage to play last, a wilfully bad stroke at tbe start should 
not enable the side who have lost the privilege fairly to obtain it unfairly; 
and see note to Law 8, which is also intended to check finesslng at the 
start. 

(3) Some players have made it a rule to stop after hitting the turning 
post; but considering the dangarous position cf the player's ball, which is 
probably lying close to the post, this seems to be imposing a penalty on a 
stroke that is certainly harder to make than any of the hoops. 
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5. A player striking his own ball so as to hit anothe. 
at a di,tance is said to roquet it, ane], having thus hit f 

ball, he may play again from ,,·here bis own ball remains, 
or he may take the croquet, which m~y be done in either 
of the two following methods, marked .\. and B: the 
I/doptioll of one (4) or the other being absolutely agreed 
to bcfore the commencement of the game. 

A He brings his own ball to the roqnu'd ball, places 
it in contact, thop, with his foot pressing tightly on hif 
own ball, he strikes his own ],all with thc mallet's head, 
so as to propel the other in any uireetioll he may desire. 
He mllst in doing this retain bis own ball on tIle spo 
whence be takes the croC[uCt, an,l "hould he allow it t 
slip, he forfeits the right .~iven by Law -1 to play agail' 
This is called tight croquet. Or 

B lIe adopts the mcthod calld loooc crofJuet, whie' 
embraces also the I'ystcm known as "two off." II 
brings bi; 0ln1 b~1I to the roqlle',l b,t1I, places it in con 
tact, anu with or without }wtling his foot on (5) his ow 
ball, anu with or without 1l10~ing the roque'd ball, as he 
may prefer, strikes bis own ball, and then plays ai;aln. 

(4) A combination of the two is impof;sible in the same game j o\·.ing t(l 
the greater facilitie~ aITorded by B. B however d'>es not "hortpD 1 he' gamll 
~ s much as might ut:' ~npposE::d, 'whl:"D tlie Fame facilitie,-; of pro;!' ,·~S and 
interruption are E'ujlOyed by all. B reqnirt:'s a larger ground, al d more 
&xperienced players than A. The time will probrtu)y arrive whvn R will 
be played exclusi, t'l.\, the !':plitting and f. ,1Iol' ing shots admitlill: of a. 
display of skill DowbE"re exhibited in A. A t pre::'~nt! it has been thought 
best to leave the Oplh II with players theIUsd, es. 

(6) Some skilful players prefer" putting the drag on" their own ball 
even when playing loose croqua, and when B is adopted, the penalty 
named in A of course does not attach to a slip; 1he t:!lip being perhaps tbb 
object of the stroka. No confusion can result from this allowance if 
players, before the commencement of the gamf', decide to play A or B; 
and it is in accordance with the avowed princil,les of free play, and no 
restrictions. 
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6. A ball played, roque'd, or croque'd through its hoop 
"in order," counts the hoop; but not if from any cause 
it 1'Oll8 i!lll"k (6) again. 

7. ~~ ball has made its hoop if it cannot be touched by 
the hanclle of a mallet movell up ancl clown the face of 
the wire,; on the "ic1G from , .. hich the ball pussell. 

S. Xo ball can cro<luet or be (")""1\1,:·\1 until after it 
has pa"ecl through tlte iil"t hoop; lJut a player ?II({ II 

)'o'Jutt \') or be roql1,,'cl befure ll>l\-ing 111<1 .. 18 the fin,t 
hoop, provicled however that sHch rocjuet cloes not entitle 
the player to another dn,kc. 

D. "l. player may roquet or croquet any number of 
balls in succession; but he cannot ·roql1d .. "'ith suc­
cess," or croquet the same ball tll'ice d!lrillg the slime 

tUI'II, (') without first sending his own ball through ib 
next hoop" in order." 

10. If a player when roque'ing a ball makes a cannon, 
i. C., strikes two or more balls, he may croquet which 

(6) Many gronnds are so uneven that this frequently occurs, and a dis­
cussion results that is ohviat ed by the adoption of this rule Of course it 
doef:: not <ipply to balls struck back before the player'S nex.t turn. The law 
is fi:CIuirt.d because the position of the ball cannot be tested by the 
application of Law';'. until it is at rest. 

(7) Law 2 allows a player to pl.y his ball to any spot he chooses, ani to 
leave it there; but Law 8, as here laid down, exposes him to the risk of 
being disturbed by the next player, who though he cannot crIJ1jud him 
away, can at the ri5k ofwhe1'8 be goes himself roquGt him to the wrong 
8-ille of the hoop. Thus a player may cannon off another ball, and so 
get through the fir5t hoop, or hit it through and follow, wIlen both 
bltl1s come iuto lbe plivilef!es and penalties of the game at once. By the 
(lId rnlf', it 'i>a<) left doublful what was to be done, ~ f(lqud u0ing fiJf­

bidden 11l1le:=-s it were accid,;nlally made; a fatal saving clam,,=, to the 
f'fiil'!'lry of any rule. 

(8) 'f)le old Tul\:,-; did nnt h110W any pla)er to cro1luet the 8-ame bull a 
tE:c(,Dd time, unlefos iu tbe llIt"liD time he had made a hoop. This led to 
discus~ioD, and was difficult to rememuer. During the same turn is /:\ 

8ufficieD.t prutectiou. 
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ball he pleases, but must roquet the other again to entitle 
him to a croquet from it also. 

11. A player going through his hoop in order after 
roque'ing a ball, counts the hoop necessarily, and may 
also take the croquet. 

1~. "" ball in the jaws of the hoop, i. e., not through 
by the test laid do,Yn in Law 7, is in posit ion (9) to be 
put through, or to pass through at the next stroke. 

1:3. Having passed through all the hoops in order, "­
player uwy kill himself by striking the ,,·inning post, or 
he lllay "n)Ye;" in which ca,;e he still has the power of 
roque'ing or croque'ing each ball once in every turn. 

14. j. player lllust hit his ball, and not push it. The 
sound of the stroke must be heard. .A ball is 1'1181101 eO) 
when the face of the mallet is alloweu to rest against it, 

lO) ~lr. JJflne~ 11:-1.9 ruled, that rt::! pa,rt of the bll11 may perhaps have 
neyer pa .. sed tbl'!,u~h the hoop from tho side from wbich it had to come 
"in order." in all ('rt'3e'l the baU should L8 played l).lck clear of the wires. 
'Ilie aboye law is thought preferable for seveftll rea'lOll8, and is in accord­
ance with the principles enunciated in the preface. The opportunity 
i'3 gi'Vt'll for a clt:'YI~r strc,ke to any p~rt of tbe gronnd, with the privilege 
of playin;- again: by which a g:1llFl i:.; lJ!tell pulled out of the fire, and 
maue interesting at the very last moment, Law 12 make.s the jaws a very 
advanta:;eous po&itilJn; and rightly "I), The ball hanging in the jaws was 
perhaps ruled not through by a strict applil~ation of Law 7. Then at the 
next stroke it would have to come back, and a third stroke would be 
required to set right :t piece of bad luck at the outset. Such play is both 
irksome and disheartening, and opposed to the spirit of the game. The 
point raised by Mr, Jaques is of course correct, but it is not 80 clear 
that it is an objection: the cases where the ball bas come from the right 
side beiDg probably in the proportion of twenty to one. 

(10) This happens mostly with players who adopt the straight stroke. 
It is also to be guarded against when at loose croquet (B\ th.,..' balls being 
in contact a player 18 desirous of placin~ both balls, even though he play 
with the .:cide stroke. A goorl player who happens to be I. wired," or at 
any other di,-,vlvtilltagl', takes the cOllsequence~, plays fair, and looks 
pleasant. SoUl~ players sneak and wriggle round difficulties, with an 
expression of countenance in which shams Rnd satisfaction seem to be 
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and the ball propelled without the mallet being drawn 
back. It is no stroke, if decided to be a push; the balls 
are put back, and the player loses his turn. 

15. "'\ player may use the mallet with his hands in 
whatel'Ci' attitude he please.', (11) subject to the provisions 
of Law l±. 

16. A ball that has gone through all the hoops, and 
strikes, or is struck again,.;t, the ""inning post (subjcct to 
the provision in Law 17) i~ ., d('ad," and out of the game, 

17, A dead ball mu.;t be removed from the ground at 
once: and any ball disturbe,l by a dell'] ball bounding 
//'0/11, the post i~ to be replaced in its former position, 

18, If a player play out of his turn, 01 play with 
the wrong ball, "J' c\'(1I1'let the wrong ball, the adversary 
who follow,; him shall Jeci,lc whether the balls are to be 
replace.] ur to remain as they arc: the plrryer in errm 
in neither case playing agrrin that tmn, an.] being )Jound 
to di,;continc1e when the mistake is rrunounced: which 
mu,.;t he before the player next in rotrrtion commences 
his stroke. 

H), "'~ ball struck beyond the limits must be inul/c­
lliotcl!/ brought back, and placer] on the gl'Ound one fooj 
from the edge of the play, and in tI,e line of direction 
taken ),}' the ball in its cour,e off the ground. 

20. The clip is placed on the hoop through IIhich the 
p layer is next going, awl is deci .;jye of the play,·!", 
position. If therc arc no clips, a player is entitled to 
information from any other player as to the ,k,tination 
of any ball in the gamc. 

con tending for the maste,:y. They rdy on the courtt'sy of others to r,'d--,' 

no ohje('!iuD beyond a jocular remoDstranCl', and that they can put Ul' 
with: but the game is often thereby seriously pTt'judiced. 

(11) See" Attitude" in Introduction. 
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~l. "\ hoop knockeu out of true position, but remain­
ing in the ground, m{(y only be stl'lIi[llitCIlCd (1') ,,"hen 
no p.ll't of any ball is cut by a line urawn from ,rire to 
wire of the hoop at its then inclination. 1'\0 hoop shall 
be straightened for the purpose of applying Law 7. 

(I::!; Tlti~ fllit, S.\\'p8 (li·{'u,,~j.-'n as to when the hoq) 1" upligbt, and will 
III tl::'.~ting tlll' p'-'''lti'Jn of a lJ~I!l by Law 7, the 

U(I','ill tllt' Wlre6 sn 11.,.:.htl,r as not to Yary thtl 
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