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GENERAL N01'ICE 

OF A 

REPLY BY :MAJOR ROBINSON, R.E., 

TO OBSERVATIONS BY MR. WILKTXSON ON HIS RI~POR'l' OF THE 
EXPLORATORY SUllVEY FOR THE HALIFAX AND QUEBEC RAILWA 1. 

FREDERICTON, 4th February, IS;,::. 

SIR,-Some time has elapsctl siuce you communicated to me by desire of His 
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, a copy of a reply by Major Robinson, dated 30th 
March, U:,!!:!, to my observations on his e'"port on the exploratory survey of the II~lifax 
and Quebec Railway. 

'1'he copy referred to would have been returned without delay, had not its contents 
seemed to require that it should b0 accompanied by some notice from mo, which at 1l1'Jlllcll t..: 
of leisure "as in part propared; but duties which could not conveniently be interrupted, 
occasioned my intention to be deferred. Also the temporary discouragements which aftlT­
wards befel the design of the projected Railway, tended to deprive the subject of pross ins 
interest. 

Having recently become aware that the reply in question has beeu printed amongst 
the papers of the Imperial Parliament, and in consequence of reuewed public iuterest in 
the snbject, attracted attention, it scems proper that my silence should not be liable to 
misconstruction. It may in few words be some explanation to say, that I have cdertain",J 
an anticipation yet undiminished, that events would show more clearly pcrhaps than auy 
notice of mine, the insufficiency of the reply, and that it was unnccessarily hasty to pcrmit 
the language employed to obscure the merits of the chief puiut~ at issue iu thc guisc oj!. a 
complicated, if Iilot unseemly, personal controversy. 

A principal statement relied upon by lIIajor Hobinson, was, as soon as possible after I 
was aware of it, contradicted by testimony appcaled to by himself, and which is contained 
iu documents filed iu your office, to which public reference could be made when necessary, 
and to which I m:ly now take occasion to refer, agreeably to my original intention. 

The objectionable remarks and statements of lIIajor Robinson are too numerous to be 
severally noticed, but such as are material I will, with one exccption, notice in their order. 
'fhe exception to which I refer, is comprised in his remarks tending, not to answer my 
observations, but to question their competency. For this purpose he tortuously ascribes 
to me views relative to gradients which I could only regard as absurd; which I have at 
no ti~e entertained, much less professed or advocated. He theroupon assumes the merit 
of differing from me in those views, and of convicting me, as he preteuds, of at loast doubt­
ful competency. 

Upon this point I have entert~i.ned ~ubstautially t~e views which ~ believe to have 
been sanetiJned by the best authontles, BInCe the expenmcnts on the LIverpool and Mau­
ch,,~tc Railway conducted by the Chevalier De Pambour, and published by him in 1835-6 
-~ubseuuent experiments have somewhat differed in their results, but not essentially. 

In my report dated 3rd March, 1849, Oil the preliminary survey of the propo~ed lin~ 
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of Railway between Saint John and Shediac, and printed in the Journals of the Hou"e of 
Assembly, is a short explanation of those views. . 

It is perfectly consistent with what is there stated, because proved by experIence, 
that an ascent of 1 to 49 may be I, practicable" though (( objectionable;" and loc.omotive 
cn2;ines are daily ascending much steeper inclinations both in Eng:and a~d ~merIca, not 
always for" very short distance~," but in ~he inst.ance ?f the LlCk~y mclme upon. t.he 
Birmingham and Gloucester RaIlway, the dIstance IS 2 mIles 3.35 chams, upon an acclIVity 
nearly 25 per cent. more severe. ., .' . 

Major Robinson commences his reply by statIng the positIOn whIch I filled 10 the 
exploratory survey in 1847. I am not aware whether this may be material or ~h~ther he 
may so consider it. My professional services are at the disposal of the ProvmClal. Gov. 
erDluent. He was pleased to apply for them, and they were granted under the circum­
stances stated in the correspondence Nos. I, 2 and 3, appended. 

The object, he says, which I had to accomplish, was to find a practicable line thro~gh 
the country between the River Saint Lawrence and the Restigouche for about 70 mIles, 
" and by so doing, to complete the exploration of a central and direct route through New 
" Brunswick to the Saint Lawrence. The account of this exploration is given in his 
" Report, which forms Appendix No.3 to the general Report. It waS entirely unsuccess­
"ful. Tlte difficulties of the ground tried uy him were too great to be surmounted." 

I am not aware of any statement in the Report adverted to, of entire failure, or of 
difficulties" too great to be surmounted." The facts remaining to be ascertained are too 
important, and the labor yet to be performed, in order to ascertain them, much too great, 
to warrant my aSiluming the responsibility of such a statement. 

As to the ascent of I in 49, of which he is so solicitous to shew his disapprobation, 
it is obviously not recommended, much less advocated by me. Unable to deny, however, 
that it is "practicable," Le consoles himself with the idea that it is "next to impractica. 
ble," with the fancied aggravation that" it is most probable there would be others of a 
similar nature." II e says that (, he should condemn such a line and look for another." 
He ought to have remembered that this was precisely what I did, as proved by the whole 
tenor of my report, refcrred to by himself as "Appendix No.3." 

It was soon discovered after the exploration had commenced, that nearly the whole 
of the portion of the country under consideration, was perfectly unknown for railway pur­
poses; and that the best existing maps aid not give a correct idea, even of its system of 
vallcys. That no satisfactory knowledge of its difficulties or facilities could be obtained 
without a thorough examination of its whole face. 

Therefore, as far as the insufficient limits of one season would permit, the valleys 
offering favorable indications, were traversed; every hill aud every tree likely to afford the 
mOot ready and satisfactory information, were climbed; numerous sketches of mountain 
r.n:;cs and passes, with approximat.e triangulations, partly by theodolite from the tops of 
the highest hills, or by compass more frequently from the tops of the highest trees, were 
made, in order to obtain the bare extent of topographical knowledge indispensable toa safe 
judgment as to the situation of the casiest avenues of the country. 

Upon such knowledge already obtained, and yet remaining to be acquired, it is incum­
bent on me to stute that the country has not been sufficiently explored; that the facilities 
it affords are only partially known, and remain to be fully discovered. 

The whole area im:nediately in question, within the limits of which it is desirable to 
8ee~ ~or the most. favor.able ground that may ~e afforded, is about 2000 square miles. 
ThiS IS wholly umnhablted, but the larger part IS fit for settlement. The materials of a 
sufficient exploratory knowledge of probably one half ofthat extent, were obtained in 1847. 
But the labor of obtaining that knowledge was, it must .be admitted, greatly increao"ed by 
Majo.r R?bi.nson's anxiety to keep as far as po.ssible, from the frontier. He professed not 
to thmk It Important to complete my exploration; and ascribed only'a negative interest to 
what had been done, whioh he desired should be disposed of in the shortest manner. and 
in the least possible time. It seemed right, therefore, that I should recommenil t~ the 
Provinc~al ~overnment! through the Surveyor General, the propriety of persevening-, and 
of reducmg Into an avaIlable form for future use, the matecialswhich at gr(lat,publie'cost, 
as well as arduous labour, had been acquired. This recommendation was approved. The 
correspondence Nos. 5-, 6, and 7, appeuded, will be more fully explanatory. 
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.It is stated by Major Robinson, as already quoted, that my exploration north of the 
Restlgouehe, was to " completo the exploration of a centml and dil'l'/'t route throu"h New 
Brunswick to the Saint Lawrence." To assent to this form of statement would be t~ admit 
that a centml and direct route from the southward as far as the RestiO"ouche either had 
been already explored or was in course of exploration. N either was the cas~. The two 
routes explored southward of the Restigouche are both at an ano-le of considerable obli­
quity to the direct or central route. That which Major Hobinson "treats as the direct route 
is at some points from 30 to 40 miles to the westward of the direct and central line. Thi~ 
'Yill be apparent by the simpl~ pro~ess of drawing upon a map of the country, a straight 
Ime from the Bend of the Petltcodlac to the valley of the Trois Pistolcs. 

It does not appear that any consecutive portion of this line has been examined' or 
that its suitableness for the object of the proposed Trunk Hailway does not remain as m'uch 
to be asc~rtained now, as before the late exploration began. 

It Will be seen that 3uch a straight line strikes, in a remarkable manner, the general 
course of the longest known branches of the Tobique River, suggesting thereby a route of 
the grea.test probable facility of crossing the main valley of that river. 

ThiS r?ute was urged by me upon the attention of Major Robinson, when the parties 
were orgamzed for the exploration in June, 1847, and not, as he mistakes, first mentioned 
in a letter dated in August. 

The line inclining to the westward of tbe direct line had been partially explored 
during the previous season, and another party was formed in 1847 to complete that explor­
ation. A separate party was organized for the exploration of the ground northward of the 
Restigouche, and assigned to my charge, under the instructions, copy appended, No.4. 
It was then settled in compliance with my own desire, that in the evcnt,of my finding an 
easy line or even a " practicable" one from the Saint Lawrence to the Hestigouche at the 
first attempt, I should then explore southward during the remainder of the season for the 
proposed continuation of the route in that direction. With this object, the last clause was 
added by Major Robinson to my instructions. The date of thi, document, it will be obser­
ved, was the 10th .June, 1847. 

When I wrote the letter dated August 6th, referred to by Major Hobinson, I harl a 
prospect of promptly finding a" practicable" line to the llestigouchc. I then relied upon 
the disposal of the whole of'the party originally placed under my charge, and with the 
view to keep the same advantageonsly and efficiently employed, I devised an arrangement 
suitable to the emergency, which I communicated to ]\Iajor Robinson, and which arrange­
ment included a detached and rapid exploration by myself with a small canoeing party, in 
order to discover in advance any favorable commnnication which might exist between the 
right hand branch of the Tobique River and the valley ofthe 1I1iramichi, as contemplated 
in the last clause of my instructions. 

I was at this time ignorant that Major Robinson had, under some hasty misconstruction 
of my proceedings, withdrawn in another direction more than half the part,y, and that he 
had intentionally withheld from me the barometers; a proceeding of which I was informed 
only so late in the season as to deprive me of any reasonable hope of retrieving so p;rcat a 
disadvantage. I had only such instruments of my own as I had retained in my personal 
care, and the absence of the barometers in particular, deprived me oflhe means of readily 
ascertaining altitudes as had been contemplated. Thrown upon my weakened resources 
in this capricious and unexpected manner, it is scarcely surprising that the success of the 
exploration was jeopardised, and my efforts, in a great measure, obstructed. As Major 
Robinson has chosen to refer to it, I annex the whole of the correspondence in relation to 
this nnfortunate affair, Nos. 8 to 25. 

I did not permit this discouragement to repress my endeavors to l:Uake the best use of 
the remainder of the season. My first exploration from the Saint Lawrence t.o the Hesti­
gouche River, satisfied me that the line, thongh not" easy," was" practicahle," having 
only one objectionable gradient, which I believe might be avoided by Elrthcr exploration, 
even on the first route and so I reported, as in Appendix No.3 of the final Report of 
lIiajor Robinson. But I was unwilling to be satisfied even with a merely practicable route, 
whilst I believed an unobjectionable one could be found. I therefore made no attempt, for 
the present, to proceed southerly. I continued my efforts to complete as far as possible, 
Dot only the first route explored, but also concurrently to trace another which promised 
wore favorably. 
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Before the party could make much progress in the latter, t~le winter set. in with such 
decided severity as to oblige us to retreat. Three routes were mdeed partwlly explored, 
but not one of them completely. Just as far as these exploratory labours were incomplete, 
so far wcre they unsuccessful. . .. . 

I will now advert to the summit between the valleys of the l\luamlChl and Toblque 
Rivcrs. It is with no feeling of gratification that I return to this subject, in order to de.al 
with the misconception to which illajor Robinson is still willing to adhere, ~s to the ma.m 
fact that this summit has not been properly explored, and to show that he 18 greatly mIS­
klkeu in his reiterated assertions to the contrary. At the same time, neither ~is self­
dclusion or his erroneous assertions seem to derive any extenuating grace or ment, from 
the personal style in which the latter are conveyed. Unhappily for his case, he thus 
appeals to the authority of 1\1r. Grant:- ., 

" In the first season," he says, "this country was traversed by our partIes, not only In 

" the direction of the line, but an expedition under 1\1r. Grant, a Surveyor and Draftsman 
"also of great experience, and of the Crown Land Office of Fredericton, (to whose valuable 
"exertions and zeal, even to the risk of his life, the service is deeply indebted,) was sent 
" up the Tobique Valley fm· the express purpose of exctmining the,t long ?ltG/tntain rid.'}e 
",chich continuesfrom the mouth of the Tobiquc RiveI' ,mtit it jOl'ns on to the highest 
" mountctills in the centre of New Brunswick, the object being expl·essly to find the lowest and 
"mostji"'oraUle point (It which they conld be passed." 

As far as authority may depenu upon breadth of assertion, this leaves nothing to be 
desired. Major Robinson theu proceeds to make statements and extracts, by which he 
seems to have persuaued himself that very great things were done towards the exploration 
of the SUI.lllnit under consideration. Unfortunately, however, I must rcpeat, that he has 
shewn nothing of the kind. Persons locally ignorant of the country may receive a different 
impression from those statement", and it may seem that they are confirmed by the extracts 
given from the unpublished Iteport of lUr. Grant. But the" Blue Mountain" which .!Yfr. 
G rant ascended, and from one of the summits of which he made his panoramic sketch, is 
ncar the Tobique HiveI', and uot probably within twenty miles at the nearest distance of 
the dividing or geographical summit in question. lIe does not say that he visited or evcn 
saw this summit at any point. He does indeed suggest that" one of the most i'mportant 
"pl'l'limilwl'!J steps is that u/Ilscait,ining Ihe lowest points of transit aCI'OSS it, as the one 
"easiest of access Ji'om both directions ?nnst become (t li:u,l point, (,net to a greater 01' less 
" e,xt,·"t injlncnce both the clirfe!;un allcl grctclients oj the lillc OIL citha side of it." 

YVere ;Ur. Grant's undoubted "great experience, valuable exertious and zeal," so 
appreciated by ::\lajor Robinson as to gain fOl' him the at.tent.ion or conoic!eration due to his 
very proper, disinterested and highly important su;.:gcstillll? Or is it iudeed true that he 
has already been sent up the Tobique Valley" fur III!: (,.I1'rc.," purpose oj' c.?;wn;ll'ing that 
" LUll:! 'IIwL<ntninous rid:!c, the ouject being expressl!! 10 find the lowest and most J;,vorablc 
"poilLt CIt ,"hich 'il cOlri,1 Zie passed." 

When I was pCf"unally applied to in Fredericton by the late Captain Pipon at this 
pcriod, for any information it might be in my power to afford him relating to his under­
taking, he "'"I.Otl to me generally his arrangements and proceedings. He wa, then (say 
in the month of Septcmber) preparing to pass fi'om thc vallev oftne l\liramichi to th~t of 
the Tobicluc, anu thence to the Granel Falls of the ltiver [Saint John, by the recontly 
explored line for a military road. '1'0 the best of my recollection, he expected to find 1\11'. 
G rallt iu t h" valley of the Tobique, explorinO' the banks of the river, with a view to ascer­
tain: the most {,womble sitcs for crossing. "'Hae! he intended, either personally or by the 
asslstance o~ Mr. Grant, to explore the dividing summit, I think he woule! have mentioned 
a matter so Important. It was physically impossible, however, at that lato period, to pay 
more (h.an very slight attention to it without defeating his main object, that of a gencral 
reCO'IllOlsance of the country on the line of the proposcd military road as f~lf as the 
llcstigouchc. 

Living as I have hcen £'lr ""veral years in frieudly communication with '!\ir. Graut, it 
wuuld be ahsurd ill 111e (0 affect ignol'aDce as to the main fad:; adverted to, and relation to 
whIch ueither the public interc~t or professional duty rc,{uired any mystery or coneealm"ent. 
~t was propcr, however, under thc eircumsklUcc,; of the present coutroversy, that I should 
wtroduce such facts only as Mr. (+rant might choose to state them as a matter of ollieial 
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courtesy, ~nder sanction of the high.est Provincial autholity. They are accor<.lingly so 
presented lD the correspondence filed lD your office, copies of which are hereunto annexed 
Nos. 26 to 28. ' 

. By this corrospondenc~ it w!ll be see~, that with the permission of His Excellency tho 
LIeutenant Governor, the followlDg questIOns wcre propose<.l to JlIr. Grant :_ 

. 1.. T? w~at extent has the line of the <.lividing summit between the Tobiljlln all,l the 
lIhramIClu Ihvers been examined? 

2. To what extent has Mr. Grant any peroonal knowlod"c of that summit Y 
:J~ To wh:~ extent docs the summit in questioll remain ~nknowll ? 

To whIch Mr. Grant rOl'lico-
1. I cann~t say to :what extent the ri,lgc sep:tTuting the Tobique aud Miramichi waters 

has been examlDed, as It was <.lone under Captain Pipon's own immediate superintcn<.lcnee . 
. ) I hav.c no pe~sonal knowledge of ~he Rummit in question, for the reasons already 

stated. lily lDstructlOns were to "e:w1nutl: the I'"I/,"!! oj Ihe Tob'que aud to mcertoin the 
" best Bridge sites alony that j·iver." , 

3. I believe no survey of it has been Imlllc, except to a limited extent in thc nei«h­
bourhood of the point passed 1y Corporal Dumble, of the It. S. and 1\1. an'd his party,O in 
extending the northward lino. ' 

Besides this very important, not to say conclnsive testimony, as to the unknown char­
acter of the central territory of New Brunswick, it is necessary only to refer to the Parlia­
mentary lIIap of the explorations which have been made, in order to perceive at a glance 
that there is a maximum breadth of at least seventy miles untouched by those explorations, 
and with respect to which lIIajor Robinson must of necessity be incompetent to offer 
information of any practical weight or value. With respect to the summit in question, it 
will appear on reference, that the explorations made rmbrace only two points of that summit, 
scarcely two miles apart, loaving the most intcresting portions of th0 surne, for ~\ distance 
of at least fifty miles in a straight line, absolutely unknown. 

'Whilst the map referred to is under notice, I may, perhaps, with propricty, point out 
the liberties which have been taken in the representation of the country explorell by me 
between the rivers Restigouche and Saint Lawrence. 

The disorepancies will be seen upon comparison Gf thc sketch of the exploration of that 
country, with the reduced representation of the same in the Parliamentary Map. That 
sketch accompanied my Report, Appen<.lix No.3, to l\'Iujor Robinson's final Report. It i, 
the most recent and authentic representation of thc previously very littlc known rc~;iotl in 
question, derived from my personal observations and surveys, acquired at great pains, anel 
compiied with as much care and scrupulous attention to accuracy, as the little time to which 
he restricted me would permit. 

It was also of interest to the pending question of the intercolonial boundary, that 
there should be neither suppression nor misrepresentation of known facts, especially by 
anyone to ",hose fair and impartial consideration that question was in any manner referred. 

Returning to the summit under consideration, south of the Tobique niver, lIIajor 
Robinson reluctantly admits that" it is of course within the limits of possibility that thcre 
"may exist some gap in this chain by which it eoulJ be passed at a somewhat lower level, 
" but it is highly improbable that there should be, a7uZ that it should have been 1I1'kno /Un to tltre 
" Indians. ancl undiscovered by our explOl'ing parties." 

In a~swer to my second question already referred tu, Mr. Grant says, "I pnrposed 
"makino- an examination of such parts of the ridge us my own observations, as well as the 
"suggestions of the Indians, led m,) to believe ~ere ~o~t app.roachable from either. 0i'k~ to 
"what appeared the lowest summit le~els. WIth ~hls Ill~entlOn, I.was ~n the act of muklDg 
"a section survey from the Tobiquo RIver towards It, whICh Capto,Ill Plpon dlrceted me to 
"abandon as he had himself for the time sufficiently examinecl it." From my own know­
ledge, as ;lready stated, it was physically iT?practicll?le for ~aptain .PipOll to have gi~en 
more than a very small portion of. his attentIOn to tl~IS summIt; and III answer to my. tl~lrd 
question, Mr. Grant says, "I beheve no survey of It has been made except to a hUllte<.l 

extent." .. . . J • 1 M' 
The unguarded statements, not to ~ay uu:"orthy ~nsmuat!Ons, m w lie I . uJ.or 

Robinson ha~ permitted himself to indulge III rel8,tlOD to thiS matter, ,He 'nell as to IllVlt,e 

critici~m, 
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He disingenuously imputes to me an anticipation of failure of the par~y south of the 
Restigouche, to find a "pmcticable" line. Practicability is a comprehensIve and conven­
ient terU!. My anticipatiun was that they would fail to find a line that could b~ recom­
mended. The result of the exploration on the line examined, as I refer, was credItable to 
the parties, but its adoption has not been recommended by Major Robinson, nor do I 
recommend it.. He says that I proposed to ., intrude" upon the ground ?f that party, th~t 
the failure was upon my own ground, and that the winter found me still embarrassed III 

the highlands at the head of Green River. 'rhe disingenuousness and fallacy, both of the 
charge of proposed iutrusion south of the Restigouche, and of imputed failure north of 
that river, have been shewn, by reference to documents and correspondence annex~d. The 
winter did not find me embarrassed in the highlands at the head of Green RIver, nor 
within twenty miles of them, nor am I accustomed to be embarrassed by highbnds. '['he 
real embarrassment I experienced has been already explained, and is exhibited in detail in 
the annexed correspondence. 

The statement that" large parties were"employed at great expense for two seasons 
on the central and direct line," has been disproved. It is obviously aud inexcusably 
wrong. 

" Year after year ," it is pretended, "explorations might be continued to be made, 
" and great expenses incurred, in the hope of finding a better line, or improving upon the 
"one last found, and parties interested would still Bay that every effort had not beeu 
" exhausted." 

The fallacy of this excuse is not mitigated by an improper insinuation, whether war­
ranted or not; I believe it to be wholly unfounded: The only interested parties whose 
interest c~n be of overruling importance in the determination of the line to be select~d. ~or 
construcLlOn, are those on whom must fall, whether directly or indirectly, the responslblhty 
of the expenditure. To such parties it may be of utility to know that every gap and 
depression in the whole range of highlands from the source of the River Saint John to the 
northwestern source of the Connecticut River, a distance of about 200 miles of most diffi­
cult ground, were discovered, not" year after year," but in about half of one year, by the 
joint Commission for determining the Boundary under the Treaty of Washington. It is 
true that' the task was accomplished only by extraordinary exertions and corresponding 
expense, but those exertions and expense, included also the cutting out of the dividing 
summit along all its sinuosities, over high peaks and deep ravines, and over rocks and 
precipices, a width of clear 30 feet through a dense and uninhabited forest. But the 
principle, without the more laborious details of thIS process, might be followed in dis­
covering the most favorable gap in the dividing ridge between the Tobique and Miramichi 
Rivers, with equal promptitude and an incompar('bly less numerical force than was 
necessary on the Boundary, and yet, for the object in view, with results equally conolusive. 

Not necessarily the lowest but the 'most favorable point in this ridge should be 
discovered, as a governing point for the direction of the line, both north and south of 
the ridge. WithoUT. this preliminary discovery it is obvious that surveys of lines 
approaching in either direction, might, as it is probable they will prove to be, labor thrown 
away. 

In replying to that part of my observations on his report, in which I object to the 
only apparent grounds upon which he decides as to the comparative facility of two lines 
from the southern boundary of New Brunswick, northward to the Miramichi, Major Rob­
inson affords no explanation. He refers to opinions of intelligent gentlemen who have 
passed over, or who have seen the ground, tending to show that it is practicable, but which 
is not the point involved in myobjection. It is still unexplained how he arrives at a pre­
f"rcnce for a line, the sections of which are, as he terms them," not grades for the Railway." 
The obvious and undenied inference from the language of his Report is, that the sections 
which have been made, present gradients not to be rocommended. The excuses are, that 
they aro sections of "straight lines," and that" no attempt was made to contour the hills." 
Whereas it is just before asserted, that" the whole of this portion ofthe country is believed 
to be generally low and flat, with ocoasional undulations." And Dr. Gesner's authority is 
n~w quote~ to shew" that the whole country is remarkably level, and that upon an average, 
., Its elevatlOu above the se[l will not exceed 20 feet." AlsCl the fnrther authority of Mr. 
Perley, that" there is scarcely II single hill of nny magnitude in the whole of this County, 
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., (Kent) and the land, especially on the Gulf Shoro, IS very low aud level. It may lie 
" described as the most level County in the Province." Major Rouinoun adds, that Captain 
Henderson and himself" both passed through it and traversed. it from south to north, 
"and found it to be extremely levet and fm·o)"(/Ulc." Now it would seem to l,e strange 
that" straight lines" throu~h such :t country as this iihoulu present sections "not grades 
for the Railway," or that hills should require to be "contoured," where scarcely a hill 
exists. 

Notwithstanding the evidence of thesc sections, Major Robinson hollis out the 
expectatioD that" with the cxceptiou of the /;,!;wl/ia/,· lJanks 0/ the 8',//1/ !,,'/i"1'enre, this 
"will prove one of the easiest portions of the line." I termed this a gratuitous exp~ctation, 
not with regard to mere" practicability," fOl' this is a very indefinite term, but with regaru 
to the degree of facility asserted. This still rests upon coujecture. 'rhere is no warrant 
for such expectation. If Major Robinson resolves in this case to place Illore reliance npon 
Dccular observation, however respectable, than upon instrumental test, to what fate does he 
consign the rest of his barometrical observations ?-1'hey arc at once offered to suspicion as 
mere waste paper. 

By way of illustration, I may refer to sections very carefully made with the spirit 
level on a portion of the identical ground in question, during the year I S-lc.~, f"r the purpose 
of the Saint John and Shediac Railway. It was only by Illinute and laborious exploration 
that easy gradients could be obtained, even by following the valleys. I should titerelelr" 
Dot be justified in expecting, much less in leading others to expect, that such gradient.> 
can easily be found where the ridges arc to be crossed. Of this ground Dr. (: esner "b, 
says, that it is " low and level." Though it Illay be so in a popular sense, which is mO.<t 
probably all that this gentleman intended, I did not find it so in an engineeriTJg sense. '1'he 
ridge intervening between Shediac and the Bend, attains a maximum elevation of upwaru, 
of two hundred feet, with a minimum summit level of 1·t3 feet. Corresponding result.; 
were obtained by Captain Crawley of the Royal Engineers, assisted liy :'tIr. Grant, in lS-!~. 

In his sailing directions for this evast, Captain Bayfield "peaks of the ,I lUI''', or 
Kouchibouguac Bay as "exceedingly low;" of those ofHicltibucto Hiver as risiug 80 t" 
100 feet; those of the Buctouche about 200 fcet; and of Shediac and vicinity abGllt. 1 ~,() 
feet. The last is the same ground, whieh by careful and repeated levelling, has been D.scer­
tained to have an elevation of upwards of 200 feet. 

It is of the same country which Major Robinson asserts, that Captain Hell del'",,, aUlI 
himself traversed from sonth to north, and found" extremely level and favorable." I am 
not justified in assenting to this description. 

I may also observe, that whilst Major Robinson seems to deny, he does in fact only 
tortuously assent to the justice of my former strictures. With tbe "lIlJ" materials before 
him now, as he l.ad then, he changes the terms of the proposition which 8u;.;~ested those 
strietures, and says that the facility of the ground in question is " perhaps only to be 
exceeded by the plateaus ",,,l terraces along the i'laint Lawrence." lIe is quite aWare that 
the" plateans and terraces" referred to are very materi~lly uifferent from the" iUlmediate 
banks of the Saint Lawrcnce," and may,ilike the ground in question, presen t., as yet, untriel[ 
obstacles, though possibly not of a serious character. 11' therefore he df) "'It put forwaru 
this line upon borrowed merits, it stands as yet upon 'imaginary ones. I hvpe it may in 
reality prove" extremely level." 

Major Robinson is perplcxeu to understand how I could enumerate the Wllllliits to be 
intersected by this portion uf the line from the inspection of " any Ull're map," aud under­
takes in very exaggerated terms to uescribe how the maps uf the iuterior of :{ elY Bruns­
wick are constructed. J\ly official duty and experience in relation t" tbis luall,·r. enable 
me to estimate the value and authority of this uc~cription) which I can therefore 1'(':.':"],([ 

with the indifference it merits. Uule.,,, the number of SUll1l11its "d·;('\'ted tu be misrepre­
sented by his own sanction in the Parliamentary Mal', it i., evident, from this "eUlllent 
alone, that I have not overstated them. 

'£0 add together the several rises of a line of Railway, ill order to shew the ""'cre,;"i,, 
rise, is a matter of common routine, and is not introdnced as a question of ing"lJuity VI' 

science. It is quite fair in this way, as an illustration of my argument, to estimate the 
probable aggregate rise of the portion of the line in question. It is not yet known, that 

2 



10 
-----------------

from the l\liramichi Valley to the southern summit of the Tobique, any (. falls" may be 
ueces"ary in order to aggravate the rise to that summit, though the unscientific .con.rse of 
"xploration with which he is anxious to rest satisfied, docs involve the grave objectIOn of 
snch iutermediate falls. 

He affirms, that in contending for the central line, I can "/01'cseo no impractic~bility 
.. in getting through or o,er two ranges of highlands." I hope I am not obstllla.tely 
insensible to the advantages of the central line, if it may prove eligible up?n due examlD~­
tion, which he is so anxious to prevent. I also confess that I have no desire to adopt his 
methud of "forcseeing" either impracticabiIities or facilities, but prefer that the facts 
should be properly ascertained. 

He asserts that I do not" object to some of the heaviest gradients known in railway 
"practice." Happily this assertion, as I believe, rests only upon his own authority. He 
odds that I "jo1"Cgee" alarming cuttings and embankments through the most level district of 
New Brunswick. I tiisclaim his faculty of foreseeing in such cases, and merely objected, 
as I continue to object, to such « expectations" as he recommends, in opposition .to the 
evidence of his own sections, that lwavy :works may not be necessary in order to obtam easy 
gradients: 

'Yith reference to the military question, illustrated hy the snpposed case ofthe relative 
sC"nrity of a line of Hailway through the centre of Great Hritain, with branches to either 
COll,t, amI a line which should follow the immediate coast of the Island, Major Robinson 
lJas no hesitation in deciding in favor of the latter, because as he thinks, in order to be 
equally secure, the branch lines of the other must be infinitely multiplied. Why multiply 
them beyond advisable intercommunication at or near their contact with the coast? 

The climate of New Brunswick, he justly observes, would protect the coast for half 
the year, but the interior is comparatively safe the whole year. The difference is between 
half safe and wholly safe. 

;\Ia.i0r Hobinson recommends the coast line, bec[\use it would protect and derive revenue 
from existing' settlements on the Gulf Shorc; forgetting that it would desert and be de­
""rt.ed by the interest and sympathies of all the other settlements of New Brunswick. He 
condemns a central line, because it woulu, as he thinks, "turn its back" upon the Gulf 
settlements without equivalent advantages to otherR; whilst the truth is, it would turn its 
benefits, by means of judicious branches, equally and impartially upon all settlements alike. 
'1'0 use his own words, he cannot sec "anyone advantage to any other portion of the 
" country save awl excppt to diminish by a few miles, the distance at which it would pass 
H from Fredericton." 

On thc subject of probable revenue, l\Iajor Robinson excuses me of " depreciating" 
the advantages of the proposed Trunk Railway by calling in two additional Railways which 
he prophecies « mayor may not, at some remote period, be made, viz.: from Saint Andrewll 
"to Quebec and from Saint ,John to Quebec." ·What I said was, that" the central line 
"would convert these branches into most important auxiliaries-the circuitous one would 
.. turn them into rivals." I am not ashamed of these truisms. '{'hey were advanced, 
not to depreciate a line of Railway bctweell Halifax and Quebec, but to show its true 
interests. 

By the relinquishment of the British clailll to thc territory, originally intended for 
tbe more direct route of the line from Quebec to Saint Andrews, the distance will be 
inert·ased. But the open harbours of the Buy of Fundy may still be reached by routes 
excl'''i\ely through British territory, say 1:\0 to 170 miles shorter than the shortest that, 
under the same condition, can be traced to Halifax, and more nearly 250 miles shorter than 
the line recommended by Major Robinson. It WRS therefore no disparagemont of the line 
to Halifax to assert the manifest importance of making it as short as possible. Such line 
is more truly disparaged by recommending in effect that it should he made as long a8 
possible. 

'1'0 say that the two lines in question ,. mayor may not be constructed," is only to 
g-ive thellI the same negative character which as yet belongs to the long line. According 
to probability and experience, the prospect is much in favor of the earlier construct,ion of 
the "barter lines_ 

As to the comparative cost of transportation by the long line to Halifax, aud the short 
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lines t? the Bay of Fundy, Major Robinson disposes of it by Z,eliel'in[J in the perpetual 
non-~xlstence of the latter, unless aided by the Imperial Government in ., pl'~lerellcc" to 
th~ hne to Halifax. He assigns no reason why they may not be f'lltfll('J aiucd, or why the 
weight of Imperial assistance should be applied exclusively to give a .. monopoly" to one 
locality, ·.··,en "for six months in the year." 

It i" most desirable that the illterests of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Canada 
should be in eV'JrY way closely and harmoniously united. It was not thc design of the 
projected Railway to sever and antagonize them. Unless disturbed by untoward influences, 
no other than a natural and earnest desire can prevail in New Brunswick, that Nova Scotia 
should participate justly and liberally in the benctitofso important a work. But to U"Ullle 

that., aided even by exclusive Imperial" preference," the whole or even the lar:,;" , part of 
the merchandise passing between Cana~a and Europe, ., timber in scantling" excepted, will 
be transported by Railway, even in the most uirect, much less in the most circuitous man­
ner to aud fl'Om Halif:tx, is too sanguine for serious consideration. 

Major Robinson enters npon a laborious vindication of his "oversight" ou till: subject 
'Jf" motive power." "In my Heport," he '3)", "I estimated the cost of trunsl'ortation 
" from Halifax to Quebec at lIs. per ton, and :-:avc the details shewing how it was derived. 
"It was founded upon the best authorities, viz., the evidence given bcfore the Gau.:~c 
" Commissi~uer8, and the document attached to the Report, Appendix No.7. I have u, 
" yet seen no reuson to increase that estimate." 

There is no doubt that the evidence referred to as given IJdure Lhe Committee on the 
gauge question, and the document No.7, appended to hi" Hcport, are propcr authorities as 
to the cost of" motive power," and mainly rcliable as affording one, but only one, of t.he 
elements of the whole cost of transportation. But he has misunderstood these authoriticc; 

The limitatiou is clear that no expense, Or proportiou of expense, is intcnded which is 
not strictly chargeable to that division of the Whole working cost usually comprehended 
under the name of" motive power." 

From the results of the working of a line like the Stoc!don anu Darlington, or the 
Philadelphia and Reauing, with a'1'f!/utal' mineral Iroti;", chi,'j('J d".,,·no/i":1 {'.'I the most 
favorable !Jradients, no safe deduction can be made except for lines ot'a ",i,"ilar character 
and design. It is nevertheless certain, even in this case, that howe vcr small the cost. of 
transportation, only a fractional part can be assigned to ., motive power." 

Even if numerons other sources of information had not been available tu Major !tob­
inson, he ought not to have relied upon over-hasty inferences of his owu from the evidcuce 
on the gauge quest.ion, but shonld have attcnded to the obscrvations of the Hoya\ Commi~­
sioners on the point under consideration. 

" It is a common practice," they rematk, "with uiJlerent Railway Compauics in their 
" half-yearly reports to their proprietors, to state the percentage of their variolls CXpcIISl':' 

" under a few distinct heads, as compareu with their revcnue, and frem this it appears that 
"on the Great vVestern the locomotive ch"T!/, s during a period uf Liuue yca,rs h:ll''' varif''] 
"between 8.8 and 11.1, averaging 9.7 per cent. upon their income; alld on the J,(Iudon 
" and Birmingham they have varied, within the same periou, between 7.9 and (J. 3G, averag­
" ing about 8.6 per cent: on their income." 

Now it appears from these results, that the" locomotive charges," or those appertain­
ing to "motive power," average much less than ten per cent. of the who!e revenue of the 
Railway mentioned, and since they have not been remarkable for excessive profits, It moy 
be inferred that of the whole remuuerativc incoUlc, 18ss than one-tenth is chargeable to the 
head in question. 

To say therefore that the cost of" motivc power" is the whole cost of transportation, 
and that" doubling that amount is sufficient to produce a protit," is a fanciful proposition. 
It has no recognized data for its support. So far from bcing "founded upon the best 
authority," it has no authority at all, and can mislead no one conversant with thc sllbjeut. 

On this point it was not difficult to refer to what is practically lcnowll under eircuru­
stonees of nearly the same general character as those which would be incident to the work­
jl1~ of the Quebec and Halifax Hailway. 

C An exclusively mineral or flour transportation is au extreme case. '1hcse articles 
lltUst be carried cheap at all hazards where there is a competing navigation, whether inland 
or by sea; or as a reliable source of freight, be given up altogether. 
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~----- _._-----=-===---===========:==== 
The average cu.-t of construction of New England Railroads, has been taken by Major 

Robinson as" general guide in estimating the cost of the Quebec.and Halifax l'''':way. It 
will be no more than consistent therefore, as he says, to be guided by the cost of working, 
as shewn by tbe same examples. 

The Legislature of Massachusetts requires all the chartered Railway Companies 
of'that State to make annual returns of the cost, chara<>tcristics aDd general management, 
ac:rccably to a common form. The result of this admirable regulation is to afford at a glance 
a cumparativc knowledge of the material points of public interest relating to each of these 
works. J'l "jor Robinson refers to these valuable Heports. 

The following table is prepared from some of these document,; relative to five Rail­
W":R, taken indiscriminately, for the year lSJi. It exhibits first, the proportion which the 
cost of" illotive power" bears to the total working cxpenses; and second, the proportion 
which it bears to the gross revenue, in order to produce the dividends specified;-



ABSTRACT of the Official Returns of the heads of expenditure on five Railways in the State of Massachusetts, for the 
year 1847. 

Total of 

working' 
Length IMaintenance Motive Miscel-

NAME OF RAILWAY. 

Dividend, 

and reserve Total 

Proportion of cost of 
motive p/)wer to Rate of 

dividen<ls 
M,le3. I of wny. 'I power. laneous. 'I I for depre-I Revenue. I Working GrO~3 I e~pen'es. \ I for 1847. 

----------------'---\--$---c-t3-.I--~-, ·-c-t,-. --;-C-t3-' --::;--C:'\ ":'":" :--;-ot-,-. ~:"'::'I co:"":" 1--$---
Boston and Mam,e" ." "."" .... ",,' 'I 72-9 I 22,~~~ 6: c:~':~~ 75, 165,367 38 220,259 82 2~4,D23 11 1 475,182 ~3 1 to 6 82 to 14 :1 I ~l "i1' cent. 

Boston anel Prov,dence .. """"".". i 41. 21".", L ,",JOI' 03 121,056 29 175,345 H 1114,600 00 349,945 ,4 1 to 5 38 1 to 10 ,4 " 

Boston and Lewell." ".", "".". "'11 26, I 65.105 33 Dl,lJO 41 225,649 87 381,9% 63 350,OUO 00 731,935 6. 1 to 4 19 1 to 8 0318 

Eastern""""".""."""""""." ''', 88.2 I 15,14027 12,301 00 /132,55218 160,,)3345 1213,60000 378,68345 Ito 13 9111 to 30 50 .~ 
Western." .... "" ....... ".".. ".! 200,6 ! 199,31~ OS 12.(,111 15 618.221 05 W41,6H 28 I ~91,791 78 1,33','13606 1 to 7" I 1 to 10 U I g 

1--1--1---·-----------'--' 
9<)':' ~o!<"l ~I' I <).',<) ~O" 3" 1 0,'<) ('I,L' "''-, 1''''01''1'' 'J? 11 ,,-,,) nIl 89 02,'0 "33°1 [1'~ n 1'-'11 t 11171 """,,". ,.. _ •• ,0. " •• ) •• He> , "". ,,' - •• ."", .. _ D. 'C'," 0 ", u •. j 0 

~-~--

=15.5 {jl- cent. =3.9 1;l, cent. 

..... 
~ 
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According; to these returns, therefore, instead of the cost of "motive power" be!ng 
even the bare working cost, it is a small and uncertain fraction of that amount, varyIng 
from" fourth to a thirteenth. Whilst in ordcr to yield the dividends realized on these 
Railways, the gross revenue, instead of being the duplicate only, must be estimated at from 
eight to thirty times the cost of I( motive power." 

It is remarkable also, that the mean portion of the cost of motive power to the whole 
,'evcn"e of the foregoing five l\ailways, which lue of the ualTOW p;auge, is nearly the same 
as that arrived at by the Gaug~ Committee, as already referrcd to, for the Londoll and 
Birmingham Railway. 

In one case it is 8.9 pel' ecnt., and in the other 8.6 per cent. With whatever specu· 
lative views on this poillt Major Robinson Illay tberefore labor to mislead himself, it is 
([uite certain that well·known practical rcsults on both sides o1'the Atlantic arc not to blame 
for his error. 

In the tahle which I presented of the comparative cost of transportation from Quebec 
to the l'cspective ports of Halifax, Saint John and SQint Andrews, I estimated the rate per 
ton to Halifax at £3 His. 4d. sterling, because I believed this to be the lowest which could 
be safely stated for heavy freight. 

For the sake of competition in certain articles of carriage, the charge might be made 
indeiinitely low, but at a corresponding sacrifice, which must be reeovered by heavier 
charges on other articles. 

My c,stimate was more than three times lIlajor ltobinson's fanciful duplicate cf the 
cost of" motive power," or z~s. per ton. Adhering, however, to a mean of practical results 
in Massachusetts, as well as in England, we are not warranted in sbting the ordinary cost 
"f motive power at more than D per cent. of a remunerative freight. I say a" ruean," 
because it will be seen how variable an element this is. At this rate, assuming 118. to be 
the cost "fmotive power from Quebec to Halifax, then thc total remunerative freight would 
be ,(6 ZS. Z,1. per ton. On the reverse supposition that ZZs. is a remunerative freight, 
then Z,. and not 118. would be the cost of Illotivc power. It is not necess~~ry to dwell UpOll 
the too cvideut absurdity of these results. 

The proportion chargeable to " motive power" in my cKtimate would be for £3 19s. ,ld. 
at (I per cent., equal to about 7s. 2d. per ton, or in rcality ;;1; per cent. lower than lIlajor 
Hobinson assumes for the same head of expenditure. 

By the foregoing table it is also shewn that the average cost of motive power is about 
] H per cent. of the net worldng expenses. Therefore if only 7s. 2d. per ton be the cost of 
mot.ive power, no less than £2 6s. Zd. per ton would still be necessary mercly to cover 
workini': expellses, and Major Robinson's estimate of :3Z,:. per ton, so far from affording a 
profit, would not pay one half of those expenses. At the same time, however low the cost 
of transportation to Halifax, and ·it is dcsil'aUe th,,1 ,it should be as low as possible, it would 
not "Iter the fact that it would be higher than the cust of transportation to the Bay of 
:Fnndy, very nearly in proportion to the difference in distauce. This difference, reckoning 
from the River du Loup, or from tha nearest harbour uf the Saint Lawrence, would be not 
far from 100 per cent., and even by the shorter or direct line, probably as much as 60 per 
cent. against Halifax. 

It would be a labor alike vain and tedious to show in detail the misapplied statistics 
am1 illusory deductions by which Major Robinson endeavors to sustain a position too 
evidently at variance with recognized data. I termed the ground work upon which he had 
built so magnificent an array of calculations an " oversight;" but it, was too hard to avail 
himself of an excusable fallibility; he prefers, with an earnestness worthy of a better cause 
to confirm himself in error. ' 

He assails my observations on the importauce at' a direct trunk line with judicions 
branches as " quite opposite to the results of Railway experience generally, and the opinions 
" of experie~:lCed engineers." "Branches," he says, " arc looked upon as costly appendages 
" to trunk hnes." 

N otlling would of eouroe ])': morc c"sy than to make branches costly appendages to 
trullk hnes, and much iojudiciou:; expenditure to this effect h:ls no doubt beeu incurred in 
BDg~a~d; there. is at the same timo nothing lll'.'re (,lrarly established than that the Ii'(/Y 

lru/Jlc lS the maID source of revenue, :lnd tkit tbo mU;3t effectual method of increasiw" tLts 
is by means of jndicial branches. J\1ajor l{obinson's assertions are opposed to views ~hieh 
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I believe to have been snstained in Parliament during late discussion8 ou the merits of 
proposed new lines. Such asscrtion8 are not worthy of refutation by the abundant evidence 
WhICh may be brought against them. I will (luote a late authority, who expresses the com­
mon sense of this subj ect :-

" A principle of great importance to be kept in view is to shorten the distance as 
" much as possible between places to which adirect communicatiou is required. 'rhe result 
"of experience in Railway formation, ha:, alre:tdy shown that circuitous routes, not only 
" increase much the expense, but do not alford the advantages requireel; besides which, 
"the adoption of a circuitous routc instead ,,1' a straight line, has too olten had the effect 
"of injuring the efficiency, if not the general safety of the line. 

"The numerous plans of Railways uow before tIle puLlic, proceed therefore chicfly ou 
" the principII) of a direct communication, anel it. iil considered better for smaller towns to 
"have a branch elirectly to the larger onos, than that :I. llailway should perambulate a 
" country, and diverge for their [tcconnllodation, at one point at a tangent and [tt another j,y 
" a semi-circle from the straight line." 

A system of trunk and branch lines has been rccomlllcneleel by distinguishcd Enginecrs 
both in France and the li niteel States. 

Major Hobinson next refers to a Report which, in compliance with instructions COlll­

municated to me through your predecessor, 1 addresseel to Sir William Uolebrooke­
"On some of the results of cxperience in the United States with regard t.o the use ofwouel 
" in the construction of Railways, and with referencc to the construction of similar works 
,. in the Province of New Brnnswick." 

An attack, which appears to have bccn aimeel at this d()cument in his Heport, he n"w 
avowedly repeats, anel by means of the same misconstruction. 

With regard to one of the examples to which I referred, the Syracuse and Utica llailway, 
he quotes :\ document, the authority of which I acknowledge, in order to shew, as he thinks, 
that the structure of that llailway was" worn ont, sunk anel gone." Now ifhe had atten­
tively examined the whole of the documcnt from which he has so largely anel somewhat 
irrelevantly quoted, he would have discovereel that the 8111"'1".';{),1I'·[1I1'<· only was intcndecl, 
and that in taking the snperstructure for the whole Railway, he has committoel nearly as 
great a mistake as in taking the cost of" motive power" for the whole cost of transport 
ation, or the examination of a point for thc examination of tho whole rang-e of llighlanel" 
between the Tobique anel Mirarnichi Hivers. 

The superstructure of the Railway in question, consisting of the light flat iron rail 
upon longitudinal bearings or rails of timber, hat! through eight or nine years' me. become 
worn out, or unsuited to a traffic greatly increased beyond the capacity of the original design. 
There are, perhaps, few Railway superstrnctures in Europe or America, which have not 
been renewed in less time, whatcver the plan of construction. 

Notwithstanding the Icgal prohibition by which this roael has becu rcstricteel from tho 
conveyance of freight in competition with tho State Canal, with which it runs parallel, it 
has gcnerally, if not always, paid ten pcr ceut. upon ilc; enst, besieles a surplus sufficient fu)' 
the repa'ir and [Jl'adu(til" (,,,,,.<trltetion oj' {I,,· ·II'01·ltS, the superstructure excepted. '''ith 
one or two exceptions, the shares stano at the highest premium in the list of American 
llailways. The selection of such an example, in order to condemn its original principle of 
economy, is not peculi~.rly fortunate. Moreover, so f,tr from the abolition of wooel being a 

. feature of the new superstructure adverted to, I have no doubt that the wood is still 
retained in one or other of thc various forms now almost universally adopted; and that the 
main dill'erence is in the weight and form ot t.he ncw irou rail, not very unlike, perhap", 
the same construction which Major Robinson, in a momentary obliviousnc8s of thu evils of 
wood, has himself reeommcnded for the Halifax and Quehec R.ailway, to wit :-" A rail of 
65tos. per yard, supported upon longitudinal ;;leepers with erOES ties, similar to the rail uscd 
npon the London and Croydon line; the wooel to be preparcel, &c." 

Another example to which I more particularly referred, was that of the Charleston 
and Augusta Railway. In a document of an official character, which has lately been pub­
lished, being a communication by .John C. U. Kennedy, Commissioner of Census of t.he 
United States, to .Jules Con tin, Minister of .Public 'Yorks in Paris, in answer to inquires 
by the latter on the statistics of Railroads, the example just mention eel receives the follow­
ing notice :-" The distallce is 135 miles. ~rhe work wn.~ finished in 183ii, at the very 
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" remarkably small cost of $1,336,615, which sum also included the expense of fu;nishing 
" the road with engine and passenger and freight cars, and all other necessary eqUlpments. 
"This was the first Railroad of any considerable length constructed in the United States, 
" and it is believed to have been the cheapest and most successful." 

After the lapse of 19 years of everchanging opinions, prejudices, theor~es and costly 
experiments, thi~ verdict is at least some asgurance that a reference to the hIstory of Buch 
an example of the economic application of the most available material of a forest conntry 
to the construction of a Railroad passing through the same, was not improperly obtruded 
upon the atter.tioll of Sir William Colebrooke and the I.egislature of this Province. 

After other observations with reference to the same subject, Major Robinson arrives 
at the conclusion that the principle of the timber viaduct, or as he chooses to style it, the 
" trestle bridge principle," is bad, and to be avoided. -Practical Engineers of' great e~in­
ence do not arrive at the same conclusiou; and even iu England, inllbsence of the motives' 
1"",uliar to the circUlnstances of a forest couutry, there are instances of timber viaducts 
e ''''ntially Oil the trestle priuciple, dairy :iustaining multitudes of passengerR by railway. 

It is, I trllsl, unnecessary to recapitulate what has already been stated, in order to shew 
t.hat thc interior of this Province has not been sufficiently explored for the line of the pro­
posed Intercolonial Railway. I will advert only to the )notives which exist for properly 
completing the labor which has been commenced. 

In order to cxhihit at one view the general advantages to all the Provinces interested, 
the following '1'able of approximate distances has been prepared. 'When the measurements 
may 1e accurately made, differences will be found; but for general comparison, I believe 
that the distance~ stated are sufficiently accurate. They are taken from the Trois Pistoles 
River, a point w11ich will probably be common to all lines passing eastward of I,ake 
'l'cmiscouat". In order to give the whole distance between each place in the Table and 
t.he City of ~ lllCbec, 131 miles [;houltl be added, but the comparative difference would remain 
the sa1U0:-

CO~!PARATIVE 'l'ABLE of Distn.nces for assumed systems of Railwn.ys in New 
Brunswick. 

l~Y CIRCUITOUS nOUTE. BY DIRECT ROUTE. I Difference 

'fruukline)fuanches, ITot~ Trunk lin~B~h;-Tot;l ~~r~~~~~u~! 
______________ ~~ ~iles. _ mile~ ~iles. _ ~iles. _ mile~l~ileB._ 

From Trois Pi~toles to ~alhousie,..... 1 iG .... , •.•.••• 1176 8~ 85 167 - 9 
to Bathurst. ..... n4 ............... 224 82 85+84 215 - 9 
to Newcastle..... 270 12 282 182 60 242 - 40 
tu Shediae.. ...... 353 . 353 277 5 282 - 71 
to EdmundsloD.. 70 70 55 ]5 70 
to Colebrooke.. ............... 70+35 105 82 30 112 
to Woodstock ." ............... 105+71 176 82 30+71 183 
toSaintAndrews ............... 176+80 256 82 101+80 163 
to Freuericton... ::!72 SO 352 182 40 222 
to Saint John.. :141 106[447 ]S2' 102 284 
to Amberst ...... ,:l80 \............... 380 304 \ ............... 1 304 
to Halifax ..... .. 504 ............... 504 428 .•......• ...... 428 

Total °0~,t:t~~~~.~.r.~~~!1.~~~~.3 .t~. ~~~.l:~~~~.~~.~ -~ ........................ 1--5231 
Dedurt extent of Branch Line;;: by CIrcuitous rOllte ................... u....... ...... .. 454 

l:~ 'e""i Ilf l:ranch Lwes in order to atta.in the several distances indIcated in favor ---
of flited ronte, but also saving 76 miles in the extent of Trunk Line ...... 74-

+ 7 
+ 7 
+ 7 
-130 
-163 
- 76 
- 76 

It will bc seen that the diff'crence i~ fa~or of a central line, by mellns of branches 
necessary to the system, are, for commUlllcatlOn between Quebec and the principal Ports of 
New Brunswick, aN follows;-

Dalhousie, ................................................................... . 
Bathurst.. ................................................................. . 
N e\\'castle ................ '" ................................................ . 
Shediac .. "." ..... ", ..•. " 10 •• 0 ••••• '.'1 •• " ..... 0 Of " .~""." ._, ••• , ••••••••••••• 

9 miles. 
9 " 

40 " 
71 " 
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FreuerictoD ................................................................. 130 mil".1. 
Saint John ................ ~ ••••...........•... ... , ....•...................... 163 " 
And for Halifax and all other places in Nova Scotia'H" ............ , 76 " 

:rhe circuitous ]jue, therefore, so far fi'oill being really auvantageous to au)' of tl'e 
Prov!nces, would be seriously uetrimeutal to all. Passengers, mails anu ft'ej,-~ ht would 
reqUire to be transported betweeu Halifax and Qaebec au unnccessary diBtafw-, ,,1' ,-G miles, 
without any equivalent adl·antage. 

The opeu Harbour of Saint John, so important to the winter traue bothofUanada an') 
New Brunswick, would be available to the merchandise of the forme[ only through ] Ij;; 
miles of unnecessary trausportation, and an extm impost for railway chargo3 mor" than 
equal to the whole freight across the Atbntie. 

This consideration alone would be f:ctal to the circnitous line. It would ('ompel these 
two Provinces to establish a more direct, economical, and of course a competing line, a line 
which would also shorten the distance to Halifax, aud nece8sarilv command tlw transport­
ation of throngh passengers, mails and freight, if not also the t;OO;.8 and mili'ury ston·s. 
For it is obvious that under such circulilstances the policy of exclusive imperial "id or 
prtfereuce to the circuitous line could not be sustaineu. 

The readiest access to the nearest open harbour is also not less itaportant to the winter 
trade of the ports of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence than to Quebec. All those ports from 
Miramichi northward would he placed probably upwards of 41) milCH more remote fl'OUl 

Saint J ohu by the circuitous Iiue than by the necessary branches of the central l'le. The 
same ports even by the longer route would be upwards of 40 mile.'l !l<'''l'L'r to Saint .John 
than to Halifax, but by the ilccessary branches of the shorter route this l~stanc" woulll ue 
increased to upwards of 80 mihs in f:lvor of Saint John. 

The ports of the Bay of Chaleur would also not merely be nearer to Quebec by the 
centralliue, but the communication would be through the favorable aud fertile valley <If 
the Restigouche, probably every mile of which is fit for ;lettlement. 'r!:tey would also 
ohtain, by the shortest and easiest route, access to the valley of the Upper Said John and 
the northern part of the State of Maine. 

By means of the central line and its necessary branche3, tbe Port of Fredericton, 
being also the Seat. of (;overnment, would be placed in the most rapid anu "cnerully con­
venient communication with all parts of' the Province, and woald be 130 miloil nearer 
Quebec than by tho circuitous line. The tide navigation "I' the River St .• Johu would abu 
be cOllnected with the nearest harbour of the St. Lawrence bv means of about ~-1O miles 
of railway, to the great convenience of hoth t.he inland anZ! eoast.inc; trade during th" 
summer season. 

It is probable that the distauce from the St. Lawrence to St. Andrews by a connection 
with a central trunk line adapted to the common convenicnce of all the Provinces, would 
be a few miles longer than if a line were mu,le independently to that point. 

The table shews that the probable difference against St. Audrews, would be about seven 
miles, but with the advantage of joining the trunk line about. 83 miles before reaching the 
'l'rois Pistoles, and probably one hunuroll miles before reaching the nearest harbour of the 
lOt. Lawrence. 

The shortest communication, exclusively through British territory, that cau be made 
between the St. Lawrence and the winter navigation of the Atlantic, will terminate at 
or ncar St. Andrews. But it is yet uuknown whether it may alw be the most [:womble, 
through the whole uistance, for the transportation of freight. It \Vould become of greatly 
increased importance, as an economical and necessarily a competing line for Oanadian 
freight, if a circnitons line l,y the Gulf of St. Lawrence shoulu he adoptcd either from 
necessity or choice. 

For the general convenience of New Brunswick, the Harbour of St. JolIn is the most 
accessible, and by means of the central line will be only about :;1 miles 1U0re rcmote from 
the St. Lawrence than St. Audrews, but must always have great advanta).!;es as the centre 
of the Provincial trade and the principal resort of shipping. 

,V ere a proposition now for the first time offered, that the intercourse betweeu Hali­
fax and Qnebec should not pass through New Brunswick, except by the most clfcuitous 
route that could be made, it might justly be expected to be repugnant to both Nova Scotia 
and Canada. But it has, I trust, boen shewn, that such a proposition would he at least 

3 
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equally objectionable to New Brunswi?k, and that it is for the ??I?mon interest that t~ e 
inter-commnnication should be as du-cct as the natural facllttles of the country wIll 
permit. 

With reference to military considerations which may be involved, if the authority of 
Colonel Holloway, commanding the Royal Engineers in Canada, muy be regarded as a 
guarantee, that the line explored for a military road under his direction in 1843-44, was 
sufficiently remote from the 1·nland frontier, then the proposed central route of the trunk 
railway will bo also uuexceptionable. Its general course will be still more remote, and it~ 
minimu:·· distance from that frontier gl·eater by several miles than that of'the line recom­
mended {Cll the military road. Its favorable position with reference to the maritime fron­
tier is not in di~pl'te. 

But these as well as my former remarks, are made" much less under any serious 
anticipations of the eventual importauce of' ,,"voiding very widely either the inland frontier 
on the one hand, or the sea coast on the other, than under a sense of the superior im port­
ance of constructing a trun'~ line of Railway, which shall as much as pos~ible bind together 
both colonial and national interests, and by its intrin;;ic adaptlltion to the purpose, inde­
pendeutly of any adventitiow: aid from (;overnment, preclude for all time a reasonable 
motive fOT the project of a competing line." 

I have, &0., 

The Hon. J. It. Partelow, 
(tligned,) J. WILKINSON. 

Provo Secretary, &c., &0. &0 . .. 

(Copy. ) 

APPENDIX_ 

No. l. 
SECRETARY'S OFFICE,7th June 1847. 

Sm,-l am directed by His Excellency the Lieut. Governor, to apprise you that 
Major Robinson has applied to His Excellency for permission to avail himself of your ser­
vices in assisting him in his exploration and survey of the proposed line of Uailway from 
Halifax to Quebec, and that Ilis Excellency having considered the important and urgent 
nature of that service, and that the work lllay be otherwise delayed, has been pleased to 
consent to your undertaking that omployment with ;lIajor Robinson and Capt. Henderson, 
and that it shall be done without prejudice to your station and standing as compiler in the 
Crown Land Office. 

I have, &c., 

John Wilkinson, Esq. 
(Signed,) JOHN S. SAUNDERS_ 

No. ~. 
(Copy.) FREDERICTON, NEW BRUNSWICK, 8th June, 1847. 

SIR,-I have the honor to enclose you the copy uf' a letter which I have received this 
Jay from !\II'. Baillie, Surveyor General, conveying His Excellency Sir ·William Cole­
brooke's consent to your temporary employment in the Railway exploration survey under 
my direction. 

IIIr. WilkinsoD. 

I have, ch., 
(Signed,) WiII. ROllINSON, 

Capt. Royal Engineers, Bt. Majol·. 

i\o.3. 
(Copy of enclosure referred to above.) 

(N page iltlil.) CROWN LAND OFFICE, 8th June, 1847. 

SIR,-I have the honor to inform you that your letter of the 20th .May, 1847, request-
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ing the services of Mr. Wilkinson upon the Railway exploration survey. has been submitted 
to His Excellency the Lieut. Governor, with such remarks as I deemed applicable to the 
case. Although the particular duties in which Mr. Wilkinson has hitherto been engaged 
in this office must of necessIty be snspended by his removal, an event whieh may be 
attended with much inconvenience both to myself and to the public, yct the highly 
important nature of the service now being performed by the parties under your command 
has bcen deemed an exigency sufficient to authorize the prescnt removal of Mr. 'Wilkinson 
to the exploratory survey. 

His Excellency therefore being desirous to afford every possible facility for the con· 
tinuance of operations which in their result must be of great and permanent advantage to 
this Province, has thought proper to asscnt to the temporary employment of Mr. Wilkinson 
in the Railway exploration survey, and !\Ir. Wilkinsou will accordingly cease on the 10th 
instant to receive his salary as an officer of this Department. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed,) Tllos. BAILLIE, 

J~urve!Jor (Jeneral, 

Xo.l 

(Copy.) THE SAINT LAWRENCE PARTY. 

i,,::trll,'lions for lIlr. nTininso". 

The Saint Lawrence party will con,ist of James Mulligan, Assistant Surveyor, Corporal 
lll'Kenzie and Private Campbell, of the ltoyal Suppers and :\Iiners. and a party of laborers. 

Their ohject will be to explore the best route for a line of Railway between the Saint 
Lawrence and the Hestigouche Hivers, commencing at some point between River dl! Lour 
and Trois Pistoles. 

In the first instance, the best general course of proeeeding will be probably by th e 
Abersquash branch of the Trois Pistolcs River to its source, thence across to the Himonski 
River, and up its valley. and :10r03S to that of the Metamkedgewiek River, following the 
valley of tha latter to the Restigouchc. 

This is suggested as the best possible <'ourSo from an inspection of the Map; but ;,lr. 
'Vilkinson will use his own judgment, and be guided entirely by what he deems the 1'est 
route, when he is actually upon the ground. The portage at the head of Green Rivel nas 
been selected as a good point at which to form a depot of provisions. 

Mr. Ramsay has been sent to the Grand Falls to examine the state of the provisions 
there, au,lwill receive orders from Mr. 'Wilkinson as to the quantity to be taken to thi" 
dep6t, anL 'Le manner of carrying it up that river. 

Anoth ,{ depot of provisions will be formed at as carly a pcrio<l ~s possible, at t.he. 
mouth of th( Metamkedgcwick River, the orders for which, and the (luuntity tu be sent, 
will be given by Major Robinson. 

Mr. Wilkinson, if he sees fit, may form any other depot at auy place he considers 
advantageous on the lSaint Lawrencc side. 

The barometers not having yet arrived from England, as expected by the steamer, the 
party must in the first instance proceed to their ground without them. 

A copy ofa letter addressed to Captain Pipon by Mr. Airy is enclosed, it contains some 
remarks on the subject of the exploratory survey, which are recommended to Mr. Wilkin· 
son's attention. 

At the crossings of streams, notice must be paid to bridge sites; the length, and 
heights to clear freshets, ice jams, &c., should be noted down. An account must be kept 
of the nature of the ground, as soil good or bad for settlement, nature of timber, swamps, &c. 

Major Robinson will join the party as soon as he conveniently can with the barometers. 
If the party are successfnl in finding an easy line or practicable one even to tbe Resti. 

gouche Hiver, they will afterwards explore on southerly as far as the provisions and the 
season will permit them. But if unsuccessful, lIIr. Wllkinson will try another lin~ back 
from the Restigouche to the Saint Lawrence. 

FhderictoD; lOthJ une, 184<7, 
(Signed,) WM. ROBINSON, 

Capt. ROJial Engineers, Bt .. J/ajor. 
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No.5. 

(Copy.) HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, 11th Dec., 1847. 

~IP..,-l bavc the honor to forward, for your information and guida~cc, the oopy o.f a 
lelter addressed by Ille to lI1r. Baillie, Surveyor General of New BrunswICk, on ~he subject 
of yo111' returning to resume the dutics assigned to you in his office, from and after the lst 
January next. 

I ha'le, &c., 
(Signed,) WM. ROBINSON. 

Capt. Royal Engineers, Bt. 1I1ajol". 
John Wilkinson, Esquire, 

Hailway Exploration Survey. 

No. G. 

(Copy of enclosure referred to in No. G.) 
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, 11th Dec., IS-17. 

Sm,-I have the honor to acquaint you that after referring to and considering the 
tellor "t' your letter of the Sth June last, conveying the consent of His Excellency the 
Lieuten~Dt Governor of New Brunswick, to the temporary employment of lIlr. 'Wilkinson 
(If :yunr Department, upon the duties of the exploratory survey for a line of Railway from 
lhlir,,,;: to Quehee; and t."king into consideration also the present state and progre~s of 
til:tt. ""I'VC'Y, with the great inconvenience it would be to ~>Ir. 'Vilkinsoll to remove to 
IhliLix ill consequence of the establishment of the office there, instead of at Fredericton 
,u; l]('rclol~)re, as wdl as the further inconvenience to yourself, and the duties assigned to 
him ill your office, which his conti!:""l employment migbt cause, I feel it incumbent upon 
]!le, in conse(~uencc, not to retain his services, however valuable to us, for a longer period 
than is absolutely ueeessary. 

From ,md aftcr the 1st J allllary next, .Hr. 'Vilkinson will cease to be employed upon 
the Hailwuy cxploraLion survey, and he will be instructed to consider himself as again at 
your and His Excellency's disposal from that date. 

r lx·o,; to return you my best thanks for the kindness with which you lent us his 
assistance at a time we were much in want of it. 

I havp, &e., 
(Signed,) ,r:\L Ill,!BI:\i')ClN) 

('.Il,t. RoyaZ Engineers, Bt. JI"i'Ji'. 
'~-ho:;. Baillie, Esquire, Surveyor Gcneml. 

No.7. 

(Copy.) FREDERICTON, 31st December, 1847. 

Srr;I-I heg leave to represent Lo you that, contrary to my expectation, I have found 
the time which expires to.day, inade(juatc to enable me to complete the service on which 
I am engaged for Major Uobinson, and that a further time of probably not exceeding ten 
days will be necessary. 

In returning therefore to my duties in your Department to·morrow I am beforo 
!"I·e.uming the same, under t~e necessity of requesting an allowance of sufficient' time to 
complete the service mentioned. 

I also beg leave further t.o represent to you, that Major Itobinson's view with reo-al"ll 
to the country :vhich has been th~ field of mJ: exploration during the past summer "aud 
autumn, )jut bOlDg such as to reqUire any detaded Report or Plan of such exploration a 
short general Heport, with It small exploratory sketch, arc all that. ao-reoably with his desire 
will be prepared. b, 

~t ~ecms thercl"ore to be an o.ccasion upou wbich I may with propriety submit to the 
pro'1lDcmII}QverPDlent, whether '11 orner to prevent I.he ?lmost tQtR! !o~s of th~. rp<u!t of 

, ... .. ~. 
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much arduous labor on a very important part of this Province hitherto comparatively un­
known, it would notin their view bl! desirable, without delay, to add to the records of your 
Department a detailed plan on a convenient scale, and as accurate as the eircnmstances of 
a hurried and imperfect exploration would permit, with such obser,ations as may appear 
to be necessary or u8cfuI. 
. The time whieh this labor may reqnire could not be safely estimated beforehaud. It 
IS probable that from four to six weeks' close application ill",y be sufficient. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed,) .J. IVILKINiiON. 

To the Hon. Thos. Baillie, Surveyor General. 

CORRESPONDENCE No.8 to ~5. 

No. S. 

To Jlaj"" Robil/sOIl, R.E. 

CAMP NEAR ~roUTH OF GREJ;:-r Rn'ER, 
:;:2nd .J une, 18! 7. 

My DEAR SIR,-I find that I canDot make illy visit to Groen River :;0 short as was at 
first thonght of. Finding the stock of pre "isions, &c., at i: ramI Falls not any too much t'J 
be transferred to the proposed dep6t ncar the Restigouche P"rta~" (octlvccn the north­
eastern head of Green River aud Belle Kedg;ewiek) I brong;ht up everything; by steam~r 
on Saturday last, (19th) to this point, where I bve g;ot the whole safely store,l until a fleet 
of canoes cuuld be engaged for transporting the same to the intenucd dep,)t. I should first 
of all say that the provisions proveu to be in nice order, of the hest quality, an,l had been 
well taken care of. About 100Ths. of pork whieh had been brought into ''(<In' from the 
woods in bago, did not app"ar to be in a sufficiently good state to take ag;ain into the w",,,l·, 
and Curran is to sell it. This, with eleven new tobog;ans, and a ca,k containin<:; some porter 
in bottles, apparently Captain Henderson's private property, arc all that are left in Curran'" 
care. I paid him the storag;e, &c., as everything; proved to be rig;ht with tho c'<:ception of 
some knives aud forks and spoons, of which no oxact acconut appeared tu hayc becn tc,t,n. 

Corporal M'Kenzie and Campbell were in readiness at Graod l-'"l1s, and tilCY with a 
party of lfj men cngaged principally after my arriva.l , accamp;micd thc provision in tho 
steamer to Green River, where we encamped for the night in a house (Belleflnur'sl the 
inmates of which were temporarily absent, first of all eafc1y storing everything in a lock·up 
building close by, which occupied us several hours after d~rk. 

As my presence at Green River will be quite necessary, until t.he dep;'t at trw head of 
it is established beyond further anxiety, I desired Corporal ~l' KeD:~ic and Campbell to ':~') 
on and join Sergeant llInlligan, with such instructions as will keep them all actively, and 
I hope effectively occupied until I reach them, as I prup03e to do by a line thruu"h the 
woods from our intended dcp6t to the northeasterly heads or the Abawiocluash, and thence 
by sU'.h course as may be suggested by t.he appearance of the COUll try, t."",;\\'·1" the Hai~l 
Lawrence. 'fhere I hope, iffuvored by the we <her and other cil'Cum:Jt;},,\cc;;, I8hall be in 
time to meet you, with information which will afford you a basis Oil whi"h to judgo ',f 
future operations. From all the information I ea>] obtain, little or no dilficulty will be 
found on the Saint Lawrence side of r~reen River, and perhapd it may tUl'll out that our 
operations for all the remainder of the sea~onillay.bc transferred to the nlley of the Besti­
gouche and onwards. 

Not knowing the p:1rticulars of Sergeant ,\luiii,,;[\n',·, instruetioDB ('rom ),');1, i aUi 11((1 

quite sure whether my further directions may iuterfere with them in some degree, but I 
believe not, matcrially. In order, however, that you may be apprised of his probable pro. 
ceedings, shonld you happen to fall in with hiw bofore I do, I endo;; a copy uf (I,,: 
IUemorandum given to lWKenzic. I learn from 311'. F:mer:;ol1 "fLittle }<';)1\8, that M. Fdi:c 
Tetu ~f ~rojs Pisto!e8, is th~ mos~ Brih,hlc persoQ ~here, ill whose ,'are tn deposit, our pre', 
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visions &c. The order for provisions is through Mr. Emerson, whose agents in Quebec, 
Gibb ,~Lane arc in constant communication bv coastin- vessels with Trois Pistoles. 

We hav~ had wet and dull weather almost ~ll the ti~e since I left home, this day week. 
The main river and all the streams :Ire consequently quite high. But those who ought to 
ullderstand the navigation of Green lEver, say that it is not too high for canoes. I ta~e up 
as much of our baggage and provisions as seven canoes can safel~ ~arry, and proceed III the 
momino. myself in one of them. I have agreed with Joseph ThIbIdeau to take up all the 
remainder in a tow-boat as far as the third fall, and farther if practicable-but I expect 
that it will prove necessary to transfer it to canoes for the rCI?-ainder of the distance. 'fhe 
price is high, lOs. for 200tlJs., but on calculation I find that It would cost more by canoes; 
besides taking more time and consuming so much of the provision during i~s .conveyance. 

r leave three or four men behind in charge of the residue of the provlSlon, &c., and 
to assist Thibideau in the management of the boat Clnd in crossing a portage on tbe way. 
This boat is not yet quite ready, and the river is too hig;h for towing, but he says if it 
continue fair the river will be low enough by.the time he is prepared to start. It may 
afterwards take him four or five days to reach the third faiL It will then take at least as 
lHuch longer to get the load conveyed in canoes from thence to the depot, so that even all 
things being favorable 1 shall scarcely be able to commence my route from the depot sooner 
than the 6th or 7th of July. 1 shall then discharge such men as r do not want; leave 
two or three to complete the depot, put the canoes in order, clear out the portage to the 
Restigouche, and remain in charge till our return. The distance to the settlements on the 
i:3t. I,:nvrenco Ly the proposcd route being then upwards of 50 miles, we shall scarcely be 
able to cut um way aud look at the c0untry in less than a fortnight to three weeks aecord­
iug to circumstances, by which time July may be nearly gonc, making, say at least a fort­
ui:;ht later for our arrival than I named to Sergeaut Mulligan, under an erroueous idea 
about the facility of asccndiug U ,con ltiver and establishing our depot. I shall therefore 
write to Serseunt Mulligan that "hen he has explored the extreme northeasterly source of 
the clcbawio'luash, he will bush and blaze very distinctly a line north 62° east by compass 
t;,r two or three miles, and also io. tbe opposite direction south 62° west for five Of six 
llIiles, and that if hc should cross heaths or savannas witbout troes or bnshes he will leave 
whitened stakes at short distances; or if a lake intervone, he will bnsh and blaze along 
~,ltore. clclso that he will distinctly lllUlk hi3 tli:;LLUcc on a tree or stake at every ten chains, 
with lcd chalk, from the point of.beginuinp: in either direcLion, and that from olle point of 
j'('ginning, he wi1J bush out anel hlaze a distinct path to the nearest navigable part of the 
;,bawiscllwsh. 

I shall mark my cuurse in the same lllanner, ",'pec-ially :u; r approach the head of the 
Abawisqua,h; he will detect my track in have passed first, as I shall discover his, if he 
:,1iould be first i and thu, our passing one another will be prC\·cnted. llIulligan should not, 
however, go farther thun the head of the Abawisqu:loh, and after he has marked the cross 
lines I hav .. mentioned he ~hould return to Trois l'ist'Jles, as I shall continue my way 
"'hetilcr I discover his lines 01' llot, though it is very desirable that my exploratory course 
~hou]cj be th us connected. 

Thanks to the cold and wet "",,ther, the flies are Y"L VlTy merciful. Hoping shortly 
to see you, 

Believe mo, &c., 
(~:i:~ned, ) .J. WILKINSON. 

P.S.-Now that the deput at the lC;r3wl Falls i" deared out, it may be necessary to 
have thnc a further supply to depend upon for some of' the parties, within ten or eleven 
lyeeks from this time. It is a question whether s11ch supply could be lUore economically 
and promptly plaee'l there fruIU Fredericton t" Quebec. I think the probability iR in 
fa,or oj' the !aU:"r. If so, lIlr. Emersou is.in practice of' the whole rontine of the purchase 
and fr:lllsr:,rt"tlon, and offers to atteml to It. I leave the matter to your preference as you 
1I':'y po,,; till" way i 1 thlflk there oUf!:ht not to be I"." tktn two thousand rations at Grand 
[<,:dlo iJclorc the co,l of ~;('ptcll1bcr. This however will depelld upon the quantity which 
II!:'), be d?poEitcd at t;'o mouth oj" tbe t: ,""ud Foure·h" (,f the Rcstigouche. r shall h:I\'o 
;,t,IJut "uftiClent for three months at least at the he:"l 01' i: ,',,,CTl River, independently of the 
c'"nlt .L~"r~n~" ,1cp,Jt. Dumblc may perh:ll'" depc[J(l UPQU the (:rRDrl. F"l!~ SOQllld he fall 



short. I omitted to mention that he promptly oLtaincd ::I tow-boat at the 'I'obique, and 
ascended the day after he arrived there. 

I will desire Mulligan to send, addressed to you at Hiver du Loup, a copy of Illy 
memorandum of instructions sent by M'Kenzie, with a report of what he h'ls done, in case 
he should arrive before any of the party nre lint to meet you. 

No.9. 

To Jj(~iuJ' llo~t'-i1s(J'1 J II 1',1 

CA;\IP NEAR ~l"rj'ra (IF GREl'.N RIYEIt, 
~3rd J unc, 1847. 

lilY DEAR SIR,-Having writtcn you fnlly yesterday as enclosed, under the imprcs~ion 
that we should be off this morning, I have little more to add, than that we are to-day kept 
here by a heavy rain dorm, which has all the appearance of being of long- continuancl'. 
This iE the lllore discoura;..;iug, as five additional hands have just joined U~, making in all 
twenty mouths depcndcnt ou our provi;;ionR, wit.h the river rising in:·.t<,,,,1 uf falling. Hut 
we must do our best. 

In passing through Fredericton, I would recommend you to supply yourself with a 
few pounds in small change. Ther~ i" 8carcely any in circulation her". 'rhe English 
Shilling passes up here for Is. 3d., amI in Fredericton fo\' only ls. 3]u. 

Believe Dle 1 &c., 
(Signed,) 

XI). 10. 

.J. ·WILKINSON. 

HIVER ])u Loup, 38th June, 1847. 
My DEAR SIR,-The uay after I last wrote to you turned out mo,gt favorahly for the 

ascent of Grccn River, though the water was 'p,ile high anu still rising, which would make 
progress more tedious. 1'he wet weather had also prevented the caulking anu prcparill,~ 
of the tow-hoat. These causes of delay maue 'the probable period of the party being quite 
ready to proceed from the head of « i"ecn ltiver, snfficiently uist::mt for me to go over to 
'Trois Pistoles and see that all was right there, and return again without in reality losing 
any time, Therefore on tho morning of Thursday last, (~,1tb,) after I bad seen tbe party 
fairly on the march at an early bour, 1 set off for this placc, where I Icarnc,l that 1\1' Kenzie 
had gone to Quebec in order to procure and forward the provisions antI other necessaries, 
whilst Sergeants Mulligan aDd Campbell had gone to Trois Pistoles. On reacbing 'I'rai:; 
Pi~toles, I was informed by 1\1. '1'etu that lIIulligan had (,J,L:tineu " temporary supply of' 
provisions and u few cooking utensils, aUlI had gone into the woods by a road leading to 
his starting place, in order to explore the valley of'the Abawisquash, or Boisbouscache as 
it is termed by the French. He had taken with him besi>les Campbell, two New Bruus­
wick men, and two Canadian guides whom :11. Tetu had rccommcnae>l. From inform:J.tion 
obtained from 1\1. THu and other sourccs, it would seilIU that the Abawisqnash and the 
whole of the River Trois Pistoles arc erroneously reprcsented on the United States exparte 
Map. I have also reason to anticipate that other streams may differ from thc sallle auth­
ority. Tbe line of the dividing ridge has most pl'obably been laid down with C:lrc, but 
it now seems doubtful whether c(jual regard has been paid to the general accuracy of the 
streams. 

A hunter by the Dame of' Ellis, an American, wh" was with thc United States exp:lrtc 
Surveyors, (Pr01essor Renwick's party,) hu., been "trl),,-~Iy rccolUlllended by 1\11'. .lones, 
Mr. Emerson, :lnd others, as a person more thoroughlj acquainted with the whole of the 
ground from the head of Green River to the Abawisquash, than any other, having hunted 
upon it constantly for many years. 1 IlLlvc seen him and lound him vory intelligent, and l 
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should judge also that he is reliable. His terms, however, are. high; ':lOs. per day as a 
"'uiue. But as I shall not require him more than about a f~rtmght or three weeks, I have 
thought it better to eugage him; (the price being what is usual for a guide,) and he may 
save me several days Oli my route. 

I return in the morning to Green River, at the head of which I hope to find myself 
on t.he 3rd or 4th of.J uly, and at Trois Pistoles, about the 20th, if all be favorable. On 
striking the valley (,f the Troi& Pis toles, a Railway cannot approach the tidewater within 
'leveral miles, but mus~ c~ntinue from thence parallel with the shore of the St. Lawrence, 
upon an elevated plain or terrace, (being one of several such plains or terraces rising in 
ouccession one above another,) for a long ~i3tance, say 50 or 60 miles, gradually approach­
ing lIearer, and as I understand descending to the coast. I should infer from appearances 
that the point of intersection of the Trois Pistoles will not be at a less elevation than 
")00 or 6UO feet above the sea. At any rate I have desired Mulligan to survey and 
level alon:; the ronLl from the tidewater to the Abawisquash, in order to ascertain this 
poin!." 

Should there be nothing illusory in these indications, you will remark how favorable 
a descent natnre has prepared. 

With regard to the transportation of the Barometers, I am afraid that no other method 
thall by " person on foot, and with great care, could ensure their safety across the Temis­
cuuata Portage, which is excessively rongh. In fact the whole of the post road from 
Fredcricton ouwards, will hardly permit of carriage couveyance. 

~rwo days before my arrival here, a !\II'. Ramsay, of Restigonehe, had got through the 
woods from lIIetapediac, coming out at the Grand Fourche of the Trois Pis toles, on the 
Temi~colU1ta Portage, on a reconnoisance for tho railway. He had with him an Indian 
guide, with three other persons. T did not Bee him, but hear from those to whom he had 
been speaking, that he had been dissatisfied with his guide, h~d got confused, and was for 
tWG days without provision He returned immediately bJ: way of the Metis. 

Believe me, &e., 
(Signed,) J. WILKIN~ON. 

P. ;J.-As it might happen that Lynch would be too far out of the way to reach yon 
immediately on your arrival, should he continue with me, I have therefore desired him to 
make himself useful with Mnlligan for a few days, or until I get through the woods. 

No. 11. 

To "l{.c/.J" Ru~'-Jls(m, R.E. 

AnouT 2 :I!I['ES ABOVE THIRD FALLS, 

Green River, 6th .July, 1847. 
lilY DEAR 1)IR,-The navigation of the river has been tolerable up to the Third Falls. 

We attempted to take the tow-boat higher. After a great effort we got on thron"h the 
falls, and by a constant drag with horses and men, have ascendeu about two miles f~rther. 
1)ecin(; the great saving of time, provision and expense that would have arisen, could the 
I,oat have gone all the way, I could not feel satisfied without makin" the attempt but the 
wa(,')' proves already too low, and falling fast. I h~'\'e therefore de~ided on letti~g her go 
back, and have sent for a party of ten canoe men, with five canoes. After what we shall 
lab· up, it will require about four journeys of the expected canoes to take the remainder. 
They will also be required for a few days as a carrying party. In meantime so much has 
the provi~ion delayed the intended sur~eyi~g party, t~at I now see no prospect of our being 
rcacly before the 12th or 13th, so that It WIll be late III the month before we can be throngh 
to the Abawisquash. It takes 2] days to ascend from hence to our depM, and half a day 
to return. 

::::\l this time the party had DO Barometer~) and it wa~ uncertain whether they could be obtained in time 
to be useful at this poi.nt. 



We havo beeil t;rcatly LlVored 1>.1 ~h:' weather siace the rain, but no'" II,or'~' r;:i" r[uuld 
be of great service, 

I intend all my lettet'S S') relr, :.1) Lucl, you befure you le"vo Ii'"" l.'.'ri',:,on, 'l~: 1")!",, 
they will. 

Believe me, &0,) 
(Signed, ) 

~No, 12, 

CA~IP, LITTLE FAr,LS, Hth .J uly, 1 "1-['i , 

DEAR Sm,-Aftcr my note f','0m Third l~alls, Green Hiver, Y0il will nut expect to) 
receive ouo dated so soon from henec, I told YOIl our difficulty of g.cttin;; up onr main 
supply of provisions, :!cd the arrangement I had macle. We haLl, however, sutliciellt 
already at our intended deput, aaLled to wlnt we cOIlILl take up with uo in our ";Lllu:;.s, ie) 

enable us to make the intended exploration uorthwestwal'd towards the ::hiot L:1wreuce. 
IVe c~mped at tIle last fork 00 tho' 0th, I lliade 80m3 prclimiu:tI'Y expl.mlti'JI]8 or the 
vicinity. Ollr camp was ,,1JIJut a mile and a half or two mile3 below the Jepot, ueal' til!' 
portage on the N. K branch. On the morning of the 10th, I sent forward a pal'" ai' tlte 
canoes to g0 <13 far a5 the water wOlllLl permit, with SOlle provi~ioll, up the S. W. hau":l, 
;--\t,!nuing the r'2w1iuucr of the crew,., to bring down the pi.'o'lisio:J. a.wl other thiDa'.3 frow the 
Jcput, io order to f,)l!ow. In a short tit,,_:, the latter returned wit,h the intelligence tl!:tt 

'they had found ;tlmost ·eyerything we haJ.le'·' there iJllrnt gpo This was a \,,;;lrilul and 
disheartening circumstance. I have no reason to sllppase th1t thc fire ori ginatecl in allY 

cctrelessuess ou tI.e part aLlOY one. The lire which tho mon had metl for cookiug, they 
soy was pll~ out with wetter before their leaving the place. I had abo obscrvetl that it 11';[.3 

not ncar the place; where the provision was lec't. Th0 most probable explanation is the 
bct of some lucifer matches which were suppo:;ell to be spoiled by getting wet, havio!!; been 
left io the lid of a wooclcn box in the siln to dry. '1'hc day of 0111' absence wa:J excecdio2;ly 
bright anu hot,. and in the evening u fresh hrecz0 sprung up. rfhcsc circumstancc~ 1II;t.V 

account for tllC disaster. I can as yet discover no others that urc ::lllequate. I have tlesircd 
lbmsay particubrly to exaluiue the place and report, Dnder this disappuintment, I have 
altered my plau ot' cxploration a little, I immediately scot bck '111 the canoes to joiu the 
others expected from below, in ordcr to transport the main stock of provision as fast as tIle 
low state of' the water will permi~, from the point where it Wag left by the tow-boat to 0111' 

deput above, le:1ving with l:amsay a few hands to bush exploratory lines in both llil'ectioos 
~. Eo and N. '\'. until the cetlloeiog is done, wheo he is to bush and chain oorthwestward 
to the extrome head of the northwest branch, 10 the meautime, I am on my way to make 
ao exploration by canoe of the country betweon that point and where 1 expect to raIl ill 
with some of Mulligan'S work, and perhaps may sce him. I have also ordercJ a new flUp­

ply of' carrying straps, cord for the cradles, &c" which were amougst tho articles burnt, to 
be sent up as soon as possible. 

The loss ofprovisioos was four barrels of pork and live barrels biscuit, with SOlll" artiek, 
of minor importance. On the whole, I hope by this change of pbo to redeem til·, incon­
venience occasioned by our loss, and that we shall still ha,e ample provision. I hepe to Ge 
down here again in U or 1-1 daYi! at fllrthest, when it is prouaulc I shall either he"r from 
or meet you. I should recollllllend t!tat the Ihromoters Le not earned over tllO l'''rLac:" til 
Hiver du Loup. 'l'hey O'lIl be carried by canoe to tho point whero required, as I "au ex ['bin 
when I see you. 

4 

Believe me, &0., 
(Signed,) 
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No.13. 

To 11fr. Wilkinson. 

LITTLE FALLS, J\l.,ADAWAsKA, 20th July, lSJ7. 

Ay DEAR Sm,-I arrived here en Friday night frot: the Grand Falls, Dnd was in 
hopes to have ,wen you. Mr. Emerson's clerk informs me that you have proceeded up the 
Hivertu the'remiscouata Lake and up the 'ruladi, and were to return here sho;·tly. Your 
let.tEl" of 22nd .J une, I received at Dalhousie. Ou learning from it tlH:t you intended to 
proceed across from Green River to the head of the Abisquash, and being fearful in conse· 
queGce that (;orporal M'Kenzie would ~e at a loss with~ his party hOi: to proceed,. I 
requested Capt. Henderson, who was gOIng through the Kempt Road as far as the MetiS, 
to go on to Trois Pistoles and sec the party thero. By a letter from him, dated 11th July 
Ilt River :Iu Loup, which I received at the mouth of' the Tobiquc River on the 21st, I 
learned that he found Corporall\l'Kenzic at the Trois Pistoles, apparently at a loss what 
to do; tbat he had been to Quebec for provisions and cantecns for Sergeant Mulligan's 
party, who were about some 12 miles out ou a portage road towards the Abisfjuash, and that 
the party were cxpecting me daily. 

Capt. Henderson went out to sec Sergeant Mulligan, but he had moved his camp and 
he failed in finding him. On his returu he directed Corporal lIl'Kcnzie to proceed up the 
Abisqnt\sh immediately. 'rhis is the last I have hC:1ru of that party. 

Your letter of the 28th June from Hive,' Lln IJoup, and that of the 6th July from the 
heal1 of Ureen niver, I recoived at Fredericton 011 the 17th inst. r our letter of the 14th 
went to Fredericton, and has roached me this morning. 

I am sorry to learn of the accident by which so mnch provision was lost, bnt of course· 
it could not be helped, accidents will happen. I only regret it as it proven ted you going 
across the country to join the party thoro, who want some one to take char,:;" of and direct 
their movelllents. • 

If you have not seen them and givo them instructions on your present excursion, and 
I hardly suppose you can, for they were to go in an opposite direction, I wish you to 
follow me ou to River du Loup fo\' the purpose of going to them immediately. 1 have 
some business to do at (--luchec, which will prevent my joining them fo\' an indefinite period. 

Believe me, &c., 
(Signed,) ill;\!. ROBINSO~. 

No. 14. 

To llIujor Rouillson. 

CAMP, JjITTLE FALLS, 5th Aug., lS-17, 7 a.m. 

My DEAR SIR,-I regret that the post honr permits me to write you only a hurried 
and short note. The Courier is now detaine<l whilst I am writing. His hOllr heretofore 
was about 10. I arrived here quite bte last evening, found no one in attendance at the 
Post Office, and had to wait for some time before I got my letters. It is unfortunate that I 
should not have boen in time to llleet you,-exceedingly todious navigation of head 
streams, the chief canse of' my delay. I have fonnd and sllrveyed quite sufficiently for an 
exploratory survey, a most favorable route from thc head of Green Hivor to the valley of' 
the Abawisqnash, when I wa; jnst in time.to me~t S~rgoant.1Ylulligan and party. 1'hey 
l,ave done well, and I gave borgeant MullIgan directIOns which would occupy him two or 
three days to calTY Ollt, when he would illllllediately return to wait yonr arrival or for 
intelligence from you, employing himself meanwhile in explorin.~ southwest, and f:om the 
valley of the Abawisquash. Corporal l\l'Kenzie seems to have been under some misappre­
hension when he saw Capt. Henderson. 

With regard to the Barometers, I think they would now be most usefully employed 
at the heads ot' Green Hiver, and thence eastward. J\lulligan has levelled from the tide­
water of'the Saint Lawrence to a connection with my exploratory survey. The levels of 
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the latter will be determined sufficiently ncar by triangulations, which the facilities of the 
country enabled me to make. 

But. what would it avail that we have found, and shall be able to submit a plan of a 
good route frolll the valley of the Samt Lawrence t.o the valley of the Restigouche? How 
desirable it is that we shonld be snre of the most favorable and direct route that the coun­
try will permit, in continn:ltion tuwards the Bend of Petiteodiac ? 

I hope you will approve of sending lIlulligan and his whole force to 1\Iadaw3eka, in 
order to join me at some point, abont which, in meantime, I would have directions prepared. 
I would at once come over and see you, and talk the matter over, bnt it is doubtfnl whether 
before this you would not have gone to Quebec, and my journey would be lost. I will 
the:efo.re send with this, directions to Mulligan, agreeably to the above suggestions, 
deSiring him to leave everything ill a secure anll good state at 1\1. Tetu's, and bring his 
men, tents, baggage, &c., this wa)'. I should also be very glad to reccive any instructions 
or Buggcstions from you at same tilllC, or as soon as you can write. 

Believe me, &e., 
(Signed,) J. WILKINSON. 

No.15. 

TI) .l!{~i()r 1~{Jb;nsl))l, R.FJ, 

C,'-'IP, LITTLE FAI,LS, 6th August, 1:-;~7. 

My DEAn. :-iIR,-l hope you would duly rceeive Illy note of yesterday, per mail. I 
had then no tilUe to be very explanatory, but hefore I again get out of reach, it is neces~al'y 
1 should be a little worc so. I think it very probable, that he fore thia tilUe you have seen 
i-lergeant ilIulliban ,wd l,al'ty, anu have heard from th~m an account of their proceedings, 
and also of the circuw,bll<:"C' of our junction in the valley of the Abawisquash. 

I wa,; afraid I might keep you waiting at },iUle Falls, 01' would have descended the 
valley; but at the sanJO time felt that it would be for the preocnt unnecessary. 'rhe des­
cription at it hy Mulligan aau Campbell, added to the levels which they had takcn, left. 
no anxiety on Illy lllin(l as to the practicability of this portion of the route. 

1 made a personal examinatiou of that part of the valley connected with lUy own 
exploration, and they assured me that I saw a sample of the rest, duwn to the m"in strealll 
of tile Trois Pistoles; 01' rather that the point at which I fountl them, was the lcast fa,or­
able which they had passed. 

I have already informed you (yesterday) that I deem the survey that I havc made 
from the vicinity of the northwcsterly head of Green River to the Abawisquash, to he 
sufficient for the objects of an exploration; the relative heights of sundry rClUarkable peaks 
seen from different points of the ground, as determined by triangulation, will afford the 
means of such a continuation of levels from the tidewater 01' the Saint Lawrence to the head 
of Green River, as will make the conveyance of the Barometers over that portion of thR 
route, dispensable for the present. Any material error will be checked by the barometrical 
heights, commencing at the last fork of Green River, as I. intend Mulligan should level 
baek from thence to the most easterly point of my exploratlOll. 

J will now explain to you what movements I have in view at present, DO that you may 
be under as lit~le uncertainty about them as 1 can help, for I cannot foresee that I shall be 
able to ~dhere to tllcn, ct,; thiS must depend upon what I discover during my progress ,: 
~uch has; 3<:n the ca,c since I commenced. 

Firs~ of all then, Mulligau is to level as I have saiJ, up the North W cst Brar.ch of 
nreen River, and thence to a stake at the inlet of a small lake, as I shall fully cxpla . to 
him, designating the most easterly point ofm)' exploration. lie will fiDd his couroe a\r,ady 
bushed, chained and marked, perhaps, by Ramsay. I am supposing that another theodolite 
will now be at command, and that 1\I'Kenzie will at the same time level in the opposite 
dirpc: ion, )1' up the North East Branch of Green River-Hamsay and his men bushing and 
chaiuing i, nim. Some part is pcrhaps already bush cd and chained. 

At the nead of this strep,ill I conjecture, fro ill appearances in that direction, will be 
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found low ground, leading into an opposite valley falling into the Restigouche. Whether 
such opposite valley may be that of Pseudo River, marked on the Maps) or s?me other, 
cxamination will shew. I place no very strong reliance upon the Maps .. 1~ut. If a f~vor­
"blc opening and opposite valley be found, as I think probable, l\I'KenzlC w_lil contlDue 
levelling down the Restigouche slope until he strike the exploratory north hne levelled 
lJY CJptain Broughton and lIIr. Featherstonhaugh, at some point to be identified. He~e 
he may ccaw levclling, and make thence a compass survey down the valley to the main 
South 'IV cst Branch. In the meantime Mulligan will be through his section, if prosperous, 
and canoes will be ready to convey himself and party down the Grand Fork, and .up .the 
South 'Vest Brunch* to a point which I hope to have selected by previous eXaminatIOn, 
:md hom which point he will survey and level southeasterly, according to such directions 
as I trust I shall have ready for him. 

Having sccn these operatioJ;s fairly commenced at the head of Green P.i I'er, I propose 
to proceed with Campbell and the Barometers, across the portage to the Grand Fork of the 
ltc,tigouche, down the same to the depOt, and thence up the South "Test Brunch, on lJOth 
Lank of which, makinc; explorations as I p!'oeeetl, in order to select some point which shall 
be a cl'",in,~ one for .1II'Kenzie, and a starting one for :\Iulligan. I shall then procced to 
t; ]'aJj'~ F:,l:s, in order to aseend the Tobique to its head branches. Through the valley of 
oue ofthcse, I hope to make a junction with Mulligan, perhaps by that of the SisEOu 
Brunch, or at aDY rate to satis~y myself as to the feasibility of a junction. Thence rcturn­
il'!, to tho main stroalll, 1 hope to be able to ascend tbe right hand branch to its source, and 
(<I find a pass thence tl) the valley of either Clear 'Vater or Hoeky Brook, descending to 
the n, ,;n '.'alley of the :South ,Ycst Branch of l\liramichi niver. 

j';j :my hindranecs and disappointments may of course occur to retard me, and I may 
make discoveries whieh will materially change my ideas of the country, but such is thc 
,;t:!lcral liile of exploration which I think you will agrce with me ou;.;ht to be attempted in 
ur,JcT to feel assured w hot.11or nature may have denied all {ucilities to a direct line. 

It i, very probable that Corporal Dnmble will not only find a feasible line where he 
is, but fiDish at an carly period. If 80, I "hould be glad if your arrangemcnts and views 
would permit of l,is rccommcncin,~ at Boiestown or vicinity, and exploring thence ill the 
directiun 1 have sug:gcsted, as he has already some knowlrdge of tl",t part of tho country. 

It will be desirable to have a liLtle provision deposited at tLc 'I'ooique valley, say one 
l>:1l'rcl pork and other things in proportion, for my party only, in ascending the TolJiquc 
~~iyer. 

If the &Lu,c "u,C:.,,',,'[ccl arrangemcnts all ;';0 all, I shall he :'ut at the Gr,tlld F:dls abont 
,he last week in AUc~ust, on my m,:; to the Tabi(I"C, when I hope to llltVO a chance of sce-

1 U:UC'.'. here, at any rate that I shall he sure 01' findiDg Ic,tlers from you at thc Grand 
I am atlXlOUS to be on the most diflicult pell't of the expluration about the time 

the flies ta;;0 their leave. 
Believe Illt:-, :~~'., 

(Signed,) J. WILKINSON. 

1',,::.-1 !"l": you will be ablo tu have mc a Dautical almanac for i'lIuiliC':1n to brin'" 
10 1'1I::l! 1:i,'cr,)u Loup-I should also be glad oIa good EO-.;tatlt and artificialborizon, b 

'1'11" lllen 1 IlllYC with m~ It,,y( had a "everc drag 'jf it durin" our late eXDedilion and 
dill their (lul.y with great patience and cheerfulness. I wish to co~sult you abo~t some ~mall 
2,ratuity to each ill acknowledgment, should their conduct continue to be C'ood for I am 
afraid I "ball be obliged to expect a great deal from them yet. b , 
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No.lG. 

To JJlaJor Rouinson, R.E. 

CAMP, LAST FORK, GREEN l:l VEl', 
2iith Au.,;us(, \:-:17. 

Illy DEAlt Dm,-Nearly three weeks !uve now elapsed "ince I wrote to you from LittI.:: 
i<'nlls, under uncertainty, however, wheth~r my letters would l'c"ch you at ltivci' UU Loup, 
or have to follow you to Quehec. Having also at thut time hecn absent from the party ai, 
the head of Green HiveI' nearly a furtnight longer than 1 intended, without opportunity ur 
knowing how they were going on, it was under some perplexity that I decidcJ that it 
w?ul.d be preferable Co write to you fally, ralher than follJW yuu poroonally, at the risk or 
mlssmg you. after all, especially as I had acquainted myself exactly with the situutioG all' .. l 
proceeding~ of the party at Trois Pistoles. I hope, iudeecl h"yc ~e:lrccly any doubt, yuu 
;"ould receive my letters; one sent by mail, ~ud another hy express, aceompanierl by 
I?struetions to Sergeant lIIulligan in cnse of your absence. 1 am thercfore hccowing " 
little uncasy at the non-arrival of the 'l'rois Pistolcs party at thi;; place, as I snpposed it 
would be practicable for them to be here so",c chys since. On leuvin:; Little FaJI;; j 
hastened to ascertain what Hamsay had accomplished up here, andmct Lim within half a 
day's journey of the Fork, returning froll'. the cml of his hushing for a clistanee of~,) miles; 
terminating, as I SOOn uise-uvered frow his ,Jl',,:ripliuu, within ahout half a mile of tll'.; 
easterly extreme of my personal exploration. lIe ,iill !lot know, however, that hc y;,L; SU 

ncar my last mark, 1.:')1' had I any earlier oppormnit:,< thau that of Illy uwn return, of com­
municating to him any directions on the subject. 1; was my iutcntion to reach him befor'; 
his return, but uDexpected delays prevcnLcu. 

:From Ramsay's cieseription, the valley of tho ~\ urth IV cst J~ranuh pruved Ltvul'"l)lc 
all the way to its head; hut in cle,~cur1ing flUlll tIll; pa~:;; leading to the valle:! oftllO midllle 
br:.tneh of the Tolecli, there ":a, :.tppcar"ucc of the fait hr:iog too I tbcrcfore "cut 
for a further supply ,:i'proyi;;,<>n, and returned willi ,lIe :>:lrty ill tv "::,:"w;,, " the w]'olc 
of the ground, anti t.o t:ollllJivk tIlD connectiun of Lhc ticveral c1-:-l,1ul':'lL~u)j:-;. I i'ullu,1 DO 

obtitaclc cxccpii the descent i'rOlll the pass in Tu L:w eye, In\h:cl~) ill il~'S,:,ill;; Over 
it, and especially vic'.YeJ as I saw it at iirs~, an C1c\':~t,,·lt p~l~it~'Jll at a di . ..;LuH':C, iL 
ticerned so rnOdC\lt-.: and gradual as tv give :3n i.lll'l'~'~~i(}n of iLS i,ra~ti,_·;~biliLy. (J pUll k.-::~­
ing it, howe'7er, hJ ebe relative clcva~iun of the grouud at iLs SUllilllitancl:" il:;; base, wllieh 
the commanding \ ;cW afforded by neighboriu:.;· poab eU:lblcd mc "?pru:;:illl"tciy to lkL~r­
mine, I am afraid that it must he avoidcl\ :.tn;] that we ,,'US[ abandon the C;recn HiYlI 
valley altogether, 

The steep p:lrt ufthc closcent is for the firl;t three wil',e;, which I should wish to lJe 
levelled before a final jml:;ll1c!1t be formed; lmt I do ltot thiuk it neece"ary to level auy 
other part of the route thence to ,he .\h:lwis'luasll. There Ul"j' IJ'c 'i ,e;;Liuns of detail (,-' 
consider, but I think the inclinations at all other poillts arc UtlCc.Cc·I,l.iuu:Ll.,le, mallY miles 
indeed arc Cjllite level. I also think it quite improbable t:,at Clt,:,- "Li,,'" i'ClSo, [Ilrough tl,c 
height of laau to the valley o[ the St. LawrCl:cc, C:1ll be fuunt.! su i',n,r"hl,j :tc

; t~);Jt. at, tllC 

head of Lac des Isles, und that such c]wuSo In the i'dutc as may lJC !lOCl':':':':'Y \.u ;'\'ulll tile 
,alley of Green ltiver, would he Ul,);:, ullvi8ably suught lor with a view to ~n "pproudl tu 
this pa~" if posqible. F;'om lhe general ide:.t I ;nH formed oflh? 1'"Lti·,' , c~c':atiuu, unle,· 
valleys of the Tolcdi, Itimouski :,.1,1 ltcstigouchc, :1', comparcd . With the. valley 01' Creen 
Hi"el', 1 am inclined to believe tnat tho three former only arc hkely tu :;1.\'l'l! the necessary 
facilities for our object,* thou,c;h it will be by a morc circuitous ~·lI:,ll;. 

The directnes8 of the 1'1)''.[0 by the valley of Green I; iVCl", rceoDlmcDllcr1 as it scemecl 
to be by other favorable inclication~, g:l.ve it, however, :\ ~laitu to .be first examined. 

I enclose a rough diagram to elnCldate my observatIOns, which perhaps would othe:'­
wise be obscure. 

In consequence of the difficulty, or at least apparcGt clii:.icn':,y w:,ich I ";[\0 :;tateu, it 
is now necessary that I should not loave this p:tl't of thc ,C(l'ulu"l a:; I ~t one till:" intclllb:. 
witho.ut being satisfied t!.tat no diffi~ulty is left behind cirllt'!' l,y the rLilLc wo 11lVC alreally 
examIned, or by somc othcr t,) be (hseovered. 

·"J~l -:ping fux [rUDJ the frontic:-, 
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I send this out by a messenger both to Grand Falls and J~ittle Falls, at one of which 
places I hope. he.wpl find letters fron;t yo~, and perhaps m~y find you per~onally. I h?pe 
to have certmn tJdlllgS about the TroIs PIS tales party by his return; but III the meantime 
am expecting them every hour. . 

We shall now go on with our explorations in the valley of the Restlgouehe and Rim· 
ouski, with a view to an improved route. 

Belicve me, &c., 
(Signed,) 

No. 17. 

J. WILKINSON. 

To JIll". lViikinson.-(Rcccivcd 71h September.) 

RIVER DU Lour, 1st August, 1817. 
l\l \" D};AR i:',JR,-I have been down to Trois Pistoles. I found Corporal ]'.1'Kenzie 

1 here; hc had eODle in for provisions. From him I learned the state of your ~arly. under 
l\[ulli,!!;au. 'L'hey had progressed about nine miles beyond the Forks of the TrOIS PlStol~s. 
:Sergeant Mulligan had, however, explored further on, and reports the valley of the Abawls­
(juash favorable for 15 or 20 miles, when it becomes unfavorable. 

By ~uin,~ to Quebec and waiting at Trois Piatoles until set to work by Captain Hen­
derson, CorporallH'Kenzie has lost upwards of three weeks. From his account to me, they 
were at a loss what to do ncxt. 

I wroee to Sergeant Il1ullit;an, and have given him orders to cut on as fast as he. can 
in an La"lerly direction, following any valley and stream he may find favorable, untIl he 
"cadlO:; tho :Hain Branch of the Himouski. Theu to follow this stream np to its source 
a[)li gain the summit level, or ridge dividinf; the waters flowin,2; into the Saint Lawrence 
frolll those runnint; into the l'cstigouehc. Upon this ria,!!;c to haH, and get up by hired 
Canadian:> a good stock or provi,ions before proccoding onwards to the Restigouche. But 
I ""I"'L't long before this point is attained, that you or my"clr will have boeu with tile 
llarty I wish you to join them immediately, and pursue the plan laid down as above, 
which is the same a;; that inteuded when at Fredericton, when the party started. 

On the Himouski River, aeeordint; to AlTowsmith's lIIap, there is a Fork formed by 
" stream runuinf; from the eastward, from Lake Folliet; this- stream heads with the source 
elf the Metis. 'While the main hody arc pushing on from the head of the Rimouski, I 
should like a reeonnoissanee to be made up this stl·cam. ];ya report of a Mr. Itamsay, of 
'1 )alhousie, who has been :l good deal employed by Captain Henderson, there is a favorable 
line up the MctapcJiae, and by a stream named Metallics l;rook, as far as the head waters 
of the Melis. It "'ill be desirable, therefore, to ascertain if this tributary of the Rimouski 
would afford a li1Vorablc junclion with it. 

A Jcput of pr0'lisions at this Fork might be desirable, lli sUrlJOrl the onwai'd party 
working south, anel by hiring Canadians at Trois Pistol~s, a 2:1)0,1 party of them would get 
up in a few lbys as much as w,mld suffice the whole l,anv. ,It the head of the ltimouski, 
the Green llil'Cl" (lcpot could not be a long way off, "Ill] it' Mr.l{amsay makes asmoke from 
"Olll(' conspieuolls paint ncar it, he codd be casily fOlluel, and the provisions then be made 
availnblc. 

Enclosed is a list of prol"isions no'Y in store at TClu'." with the exception of sOllle which 
were t"ken by Corporal ]ll'Kenzic. :'"or his 8mall ))P,qy lhere is enou!' h for three months, 
but \';ll"n you join, it will be '](;I:C"","I"Y perhaps to get" further supply" down from Quebec. 
If yon should "" consider it, write an orllel" to Dlc,"crs. n it,b & LaDe. ;-,il, St. Petel" ~;trcct, 
anu thl~y will send you any amount you order. 

1 rl","Cccd on t.o Quebec to-morrow, anel intend to l'nrcl",sc, 
dc;'s :·ur this party, rather than risk the CXpeD:3e and 
HaliEtx. 

if 1 can, tlll'('1: Harolll' 
or LringilJg thClll frolll 

lit lllydircctions to ~;vliiball. I toLl hi:n to p,,,h 011 all,) not suffer ehainin~ andlen.l­
lill:::' with tlee 'l'heodolite to del"y hi" onward lWH'ellle';(:;. The season is ad'ia~cin,,", <Ind 
we lI"v,' 11 great I.kd of ground tu get over. \\,., will w:d(c a Barometer section ~f the 
route, after it has been cut. 
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Corporal Dumble and party have finished their exploration south of the Tobique, and 
are now, I hope, advancing northward woll on to the Itestigouchc. lIe reports favorably 
of his southern work, and of haviLg fouUl1 some n,y grades on the Culqnac. I have not 
heard of or froID Captain Hendersun, since the Uth instant. It is prob:>JJlc [ may go on 
from Q~ebee to Montreal, and pay my r"'pcet, to the Governor (lenera!. It is rather 
uncert:lln therefore who::! I retmn to 'l'rois Pistoll's. 1 am goiup: to find my way to Quebcc 
through tbe back settlemeuts, fOl' the purro:'" of examillillg the .'~rnu",l, anll "'·".I·rtainillf': 
the fact of the favorable terrace f1l'ok'~!l "I' 

P"·li",,c me, &'c., 
(Bigncd,) 

No. 18. 

QUEBEC, 9th August, ISH. 
l\Iy DEAR SIR,-I bave jnst receivcll yom note or the 5th instant, from the Little 

Falls. Yon are, I am quite .,un" doing what you think best, t) work ont the object we 
have in yiew; but in so doing, the party uncleI' Sergcctnt Mulligan :-.re receiving from YOll 
and me contrary orders. 't ou have su.".,~,~st(',l and ordered thcm, if I nnderst:mcl YUIl 

rightly, to give up where they ar" at prescnt workinp:, and t" go rounel Romewhere to I.],,. 
~ladawaska River to join yon. Nil line tll:Jt p.",,, anywhere near the frontier will mC'et 
with toleration from me, until every other line tried proves ahortive. 

Sergeant Mulligan ami party mu.st thercii)rc continne to procced according to the orders 
r gave them at Trois l'istoles, and r write to him to that eff<.~ct by this post, which leave.s 
early this afternoon. 

:lIy intentions were from the first, that yon :hould have led and directed this party 
in person; but under present circumstances I think it will be Letter that you shonld now 
act inde;oendently of them, and as you have found :1 [womble line from the head of the 
Green Rivcr to the AJ,is'luash, have the ."l1ullness to extend YU1,r' exploration southeasterly 
from there, ancl encleavor to joiu on to (I 0 1'jlo],,,I. Dumble's exp!or~tioll to the Tobique 
Valley. He must be now some :niles on the north siLle of that niver, working onward 
from the ox-bow bend at the mouth of Gulquac, where his princil",1 deput of provisions \Vas 
established. 

r have succeeded in purchasing two Baromcters l1ere, and hope to get a third from 
~Iontreal in the course of a few days, when 1 shall return with ~hem to Trois Pistoles, and 
take them out to Sergeant lI1ulligan's party. You must therefore leave him entirely to Jill', 

with your own present party continue your exploralion indepcmlently, bcarin~ in mind 
that the frontier i.s to be kept at the greatest possible distance. 

r should like to have:t ::ketch or your line, us explored from the head of Greeu River 
to the Abisquash. 

Believe mo, ,\ C., 

(~ignccl, ) 

No. 19. 

7\) MaJoJ' RoUinson, R.E. 

GlUND FAT,r.S, 11th September, lS4, 
:\ly DEAR SIR,-Whilst clescending Green Hiver on the 7th in.stant, I received your 

letters of 1st and 9th August. 'fhe man whom I had sent out with a letter for you, on the 
25th AuO"ust, and other business, did not return in duo time, which added to my continued 
uncertai;ty ahon f• Sergeant Mulligan and party, and the necessity I felt for additional men, 
induced me to come down. My messenger, it appears, had faHcu sick, and aftcr some delay 
had sent another man in his stend. 

With regard to your letter from Qnebec of the !)th Angust, you will do me the justice 
to believe that it is with no little concern I discover that we arc not actiD.~ in concerL. On 
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lookiog ng:tin at your letter of tho :2Gth July, which I founl! you had left for me at L~ttle 
Falls, aml which I received there on the 4th August, I obBerve that you say, that pro-ndeu 
I had not already seen and given instructions to Sergeant Mulligan and party, during .my 
late excnrsion, you wished me to follow you on to River du l,oup for the purpose of gomg 
to them immediately, as you had some busiuess to do at Quebec w!Jl~h Vlould prevent you 
from joining them for an indefinite llcriod. 

Now, it happened that I had scen Sergeant Mulligan and party, and had given them 
instructions, with the condition, however, as with all my instructions to taem, that they 
were to 1,0 aateu upon only in the absence of instructions from you. The case! t.herefore, 
in which I was to follow you to River du Loup, did not CRist, and I had no motIve to do. so, 
,'xcapt to sce .)'Oll personally, which I had very anxiou.sly wished. I had been pUShlllg 
through mnny difficulties, early and hLte, iG order t(l get back to Little Falls within the 
time 1 hal! estimated, for the purpose of meeting you there, and having a full personal 
consultation. It was therefore llO small disappointment to me to find myself too late 
to sec you before you had gono on to Itivcr du l,oup, aml wcre probably ou your way to 
~1ucbee. 

I had abo the additional anxiety on my mind, of a party working at theheadofGreen 
River, nearly a {ortni;:;ht longer than I had intended, without personally directing them. 
J,d llle now state, somewhat briefly, what I had lookcd for as the result of a personal con· 
wltat,i.)tJ with you at J,ittle Falls. First of all, I had evidence to satisfy you that Arrow­
smith's ;.bp, on which mE consultations aud ~ .. ::'angement3 in Fredericton had in some 
',' p:.;ren ],e'en fJunded, was quite wrong in several !:l:ttcrial points, not wrong, perhaps, as a 
CUP1, hut because thc original, the United States exparte Map, from which the copy is 
made, is erroncous. l\Iy doubts were created by inquiries, after my arrivd at Grand 11'alls, 
which made me vcry desirous of obtaining:1 geaeral personal knowledg0 of the eonutry 
intervening bet.ween the head of G reect Rivcr ana the Abawisquash, before attempting to 
lead the party beyond the valley of tIle htter. I therefore made the preliminary ex:tmin­
ation which appe:ucd so desirable. 'l'he result was, in my own unworthy judgment, to 
prove that the heads of the 'l'oleui, the Abawisquash, anu ncecs~arily, at !2ast the western 
branch of the nimouski, h~.7c, on l..rrc. ~;5mith's }Iap, merely a fancifnl representation, not 
iunwl",l on correct knowledge; that the most f"vornblc communication with the valley of 
the Aha17isquash is at the head (,1' I,ac acs Isles, and is Hot shown on the lIIap at all, whilst 
what we conjectured at Fredericton, as barely probable, a Rcries 0:' valleys like that of the 
highest on North 'Vest Branch of Green River, erroneously marked on the Map as ,( Second 
Fork," docs in reality exist, ,md runs nearly prdlel with the valleys of the Grand Fork 
of the llc.stj~'oucl,e or Kedgewiek and Rimuu"ki, at a mean distance uf perhaps ten or 
GHeen miles. 

Now, if my memory does not misle:lel me, I think it was understood in Fredericton, 
that according to their appearance on the Uap, it was your opinion, and in which I entirely 
concurred, that the valleys of the c: ," ml Fork of'the ltestigouche and llimouski seemed 
to offer the only favorable route in continuation ii'om the valley of the Abawisquash. That 
therefore this route was the one most obviously suggesteel for exploration. But it was 
alEC apparent, that if a parallel series of va!!cys like that which I have spoken of should 
happen to exist, and should afford favorable inclinations, it might prove to be the more 
desirable route, as cutting off a considerable distance. 

Upon this general undcrstan~jng, I co~ceived your instructions to me on the subject 
to be founded. For you say, ,~ In the first mstance, the best general conrse of proceedinO' 
" will probably be by the Abawisquash Branch of the Trois Pistoles River to its source" 
"allll thence across to the Rimouskl River, and up its valley, and across to that of th~ 
" j\]"!",,,kcl1,,:;.'wick Hiver, following the vaGey of the latter to the Restigouchc, This is 
"su:c:gcstccl as the best probable course from an inspection of the Map, but Mr. Wilkinson 
"will usc hi8 own judgment, and be guided entirely by what he deems the best route when 
"he is actually on the ground." 

I could not of course deem any route the" best," until I had examined at least more 
th.'D one. But you did not decidedly require us to ascertain the merits of several lines. 

\' ou say, ", If !he party ~re successfu.l in finding an easy linc, or a practicable one 
"e\'eD. to th,c hcstIgouehe RIver, they Will afterwards explore on southerly as far as their 
" pf0vi:,j"ll~ ,'nll the SQason will permit them," 
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Now, throughout my proceedings, I ha're kept iu view those general instructions, 
which I deemed, as I am sure they were, founded on mutually clear ami good understaud­
ing at Fredericton. Having then made an examination of the ront9 1 have uHintioneu, 
appearing favorable as it did from the valley 0(' the AbawisquaRh, nearly to the valley of 
the Restigouche; having taken sufficient notes of it for a general report ami exploratory 
sketch; and geein!!: no ueeessity for Sergeant )1 ulligan and par,) crossinn; with baggage 
and provision from the Abawisquash, through a long distance of unbnshed fur"ot, t,) the 
head of Green River, whilst the jonrney might be wore promptly, easily, aUlI economically 
performed by way of thc Temiscouata Portage, and thence by C"lllJl' by way ur tlte lIIada­
waska, Saint John and Green Rivers; couM 1 have had the upportunity of I'crcull:tlly 
explaining to you at length all these circumstances, 1 think the result must lmvc been at 
least a more fortunate understanding. But I leave to yourself to judge what kind of 
instructions were most suitable for me to give to Sergeant lIlulligan, situated as I was, 
and as I have explained, at Little 1,:.118, while you were so far out of the way of personal 
consultation. 

I gave Sergeant lHulligan such instructions as unucr the circumstanc,",' oe"llIl·,l almo"t 
unavoidable, not knowing hc had any others from you, rather inferring inueed from your 
letter of 2Gth .July, that you should leave him to receive them fl·om me. '1'hcre could not, 
however, be :my contrariety in my orders, for they were, expressly, to be observed ouly ill 
case he had no other orders from you, but which latter, now more than a month a!"ter their 
date, I am informed he had received. 

On the subject of instrnctions, perhaps, I ought to express my surprise that Corporal 
l\l'Kenzie should have deemed them so unsatisfactory, or obscure, as to be at a loss what 
to do. I am quite surc that he was desirous to do the best he cuuld, and that he must 
have been under some mistake. I sent instructions by Private Campbell, and aftcrwarJs 
by a messenger, alllln's;",,1 inueed to Sergeant l\Iulli!,;an, bm iutcI}lled fllr all, whie!1 I 
deemed more than sufficicnt to kcep them fully and effectively employed from tlie time I.e 
their arrival at '.lroi,; Pistoles until I saw them on the 27th July. No part oftllc cxp!or;<.­
tion southwestward, which I had deemed very desirable and reliecl upon linuing in !<1'''.'Ol't'.", 
had heen done. In the ahsencc of any apprent motive, I inferred that Corporal 
:1Il'Kenzie might have some private reason for his inactivity, which he wished tn explain to 
yourself. 

I should prefer to add nothing morc, but in oruer to prevcnt misconstruction, will say 
one word as to your rebuke for my supposed approach too ncar the frontier wit.h Ill)' 

explomtory routc. 
'['hcre is no purt of it as yct within 25 or :::0 milcs of the fronticr. It is generally 11) 

or 12 milcs, or more, in a straight linc to thc castward of the route cxplored by C"ptain 
Simmons, for a military road j and is, at the prcsent point, farther from the frontier than 
:t considerable portion of the route which I understand Corporal Dumblc to be exploring 
under your own direction. As the conscquenee of my imputed indiscretion howcver, you 
now require me to leave the Trois Pistoles party entirely to yoursell; and to continue rn}" 
exploration independently, adding the injunction" that the frontier is to he kept at the 
greatest possible distance." I can hardly doubt that you are under some wrong impression 
about the route I havc examined, for if it be in your opinion too ncar thc frontier, the 
continuation of the sarnc by the route in progrcss of exploration by Corporal Dnmblc is at 
least as objcctionable. 

But in acting indepcndcntly, I cannot be wrong in going as f:1r from thc frontier as 
you propose to go yourself in continuation from Trois l'istolcs to the Hestigouchc; and 
as the season is rapidly advancing, I have left directions with ltamsay abont going on with 
the further cxplorations yet to bc maue, in order more fully to ascertain the practicability 
of the route I havc examined j anti will now form a sufficient canoeing T,arty, in order t,J 
make what I have from the bcginning intcnded, in unison with your own wishes, an exam­
ination and sketch of the South ,Vest Branch of the Rcstigouchc or Charodi, aDl1 the 
Grand Fork or Kcdgwick, to its hcau, if the state of the navigation will permit; and also, 
if practicablc, to make portage, and descend by the Rimouski, precisely by thc route you 
propose to examine, and thus shall hope effectually to co·operate with you in accomplishing 
the object before the scason prevent, and. to savc you besides much trouble and anxiety in 
forwarding provi~ion8, as you propose, to the head of the Rimouski, 

5 
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I will forward this by mail, under cover; to J\1. THu, desiring him to forward it to 
you by expres,~, ifno other communication exist.. , 

Beheve me, &c., 
(Signed,) J. WILKINSON. 

P.S.-I enclose a sketch of the rivers and tributaries, by Johu Ellis, th~ hu.nter. 
He promised, indeed agreed in writing, to joi? me in. July, but .1 have .not seen him sl~ce. 
His sketch is greatly out of proportion, as he IS consCIous, but g~ves an Ide.a of what streams 
exist, and of their approximate relative position. It affords no Idea of distances however, 
except where actually marked. .., . .' 

'rhe navio'ation of head streams is so uncert:lln, that wIth necessarIly wlperfect plopal­
ation, and so nttlc time for my object, I may be defeated, but will try my utmost. . 

I enclose also a rough diagram explanatory of what has further been done, and IS. now 
in progress at the North }1;ast Branch of' Green ~iver. I suryeyed from the dopM to ~he 
point a, and found a considerable streallJ. extendmg a long distance to .the no~·th. '[he 
passage hy ~Ioose Yalley is difficult, t!lOugh I .il?l, not ~repared to say ImpraetlCab~e. It 
would be so to the point (l but there IS il pOSSibilIty of a favorable escape ronnd Central 
Peak, to a more southerly 'valley, perhaps that of' the main Charodi., . 

There are however two other much luwer and more f<1vorable looklllg passes III the 
situations marked u and' c. Ramsay is exploring both these, and making a connection of 
tbe former clown the supposed Pseudo to the point It. • ' 

This exploration will be done probably in the course of next week, after wlllch he 18 

to explo"p another valley of the l\orth West Branch, with a view to a more favorable escape 
thence, c.;her .by way o'ftb-: Rimouski, or ,a more northerly valley of,the Toledi. . ' 

I am anxIOUS to have tuue after reachHlg the head of the I,,"edgwlck, to examme all hIS 
work, and then return by whichever pass he finds lowest and most favorable from the North 
West Branch of Green ltiver to the Charodi. 

No. ~u 

1'0 Bl,(iu,' Robinson, R,E, 

WAGAN PORTAGE, 30th Sept" 1847. 
lily DEAR SIR,-An unexpected n:oportunity has occurred of my writing to you 

again, though in doubt how to direct, anci whether my letter may reach you. 
I had commenccd my exploration of the South West Branch of the Restigouche, (or 

Char~ -Ii) from the Wagan towards its head, when a severe case of sicknes,g of one of my 
best and most usef'll hands sadly embarra~sed me. 

:illy party was already weal~ ellough, and I had relied a good deal upon tl.a local 
informati()D of the sick man in my intended exploration of the Quatawamkedgewick, or 
Great Fork, to its head, whence if possible as I said before, at Ie,,,;t to make a connection 
with the ll€ad of the Rimouski,. if I could not descend it. I succeeded, however, in 
explorIng by canoe nearly ~I) nules up the South ,Vest Branch, makin .... 10D'" returns 
nightly to my camp. in order to give the .sick man the henefit of as much q~iet a~d rest as 
the circumstances would permit. By gOIng to the labor and delay of further cuttinO' out 
I eo~ld have ascende,~l tl:e stream apparently some mil~s higher. But I deemed ~yself 
WithIn ahout 10 or L mIles from the south westerly pomt of our exploration of the North 
Eas~ Branch of Green Riyel', a diagram or which I sent you, and intend as soon as lean 
to complete this connection and to make further lateral explorations by land, ,Vhen quite 
ready to proceed down stream, and up the Quatawamkedgewiek, the sick man had heen 
g~tt~ng so !lluch worse, that there appeared rather a probability of his dying in camp than 
ot hiS gettmg hettol'. 

The poor fellow notwithstanding, was as generously re"al'dless of his sufferinO' in his 
present state, as he w.as u~spariD.g of' hi, &reat physical str~ngth and ability in th~ service 
when welL I met With him aCCidentally m ascendiu" the 'l'olcdi and cuO'ao-ed him fo 
his local knowledge of that river a.nd its branches. ihs name is Charles J\fKinnon, H: 
has proved a mast useful and effiCle.nt man. When he appeared to think, as there was 
great reason to fear, that he was dymg, he "a,; anxious not to retard my movements for 
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an hour, but assured me he was ready whenever I was to go on. As it was practicable, 
howevp.r, to get him within reach of medical assistance and proper attention, though at a 
sacrifice of perhaps four or five days of time, when every 110ur is very valuable, it seemed 
incumbent upon me to send him back to Little Falls, where Dr. Pant resided, and where 
llC was most desirous to go. I have therefore returned to this point in order to send back 
two men and a canoe in charge of J11'Kinnon,* as they can go from hence to the settlement 
if all be well, without camping. They are to bring back an ~dditional man. In meantime, 
as this is an interesting point, I can advantageously employ myself in further exploring and 
viewing the neighLorhood until the men return, when I inteuded to proceed immediately 
to the Fork iu order to ascond the Quatawamkcdgewick. But the season is now so far 
advaneed, and my preparations were unavoidably so imperfect, that I no longer hope to 
reach the source of that stream, much less to descend the Rimonski. For the same reason 
there is no prospect of my getting southeastward of the Resti:;ouche, though my work will 
necessarily be connected with Corporal Dumblc's, provided he emerge anywhere on the 
right bank of the South W cst Branch, or Louch any part of thc exploratory North Lin". 

It is necessary to complete the interior explorations at which J left Ranlsay engaged, 
as soon, as possible, iu order tll avoid being entan,;led by the sca,OJ). I shall most probably 
be so sItuated as to descend by way ufl:reen River to (~rand Falls, when the Eeason may 
oblige me to discharge tnc men, unless I find there other directions from you. 

I oLserve there are somo names on my engagement list, the dates of commencement 
belonging; to whieh you may have occasion Jor, as the men arc in Sergeant Mulligan's 
party. I therefore send you a memorandum of them; and also of au advance of "1 to 
George Lynch. 

I hope you arc 5uffcring no ineonvenieneJ from so much wet weathcr, and that your 
exploration it; boin,~ on pro>iperously, though not co rapidly as you will of course be anxious 
to see it. 

Believe me, &I? , 
(Signed,) 

No. :;1. 

To N(fJor Rouinsoll, R,E. 

J. IYILKINSON, 

QUATAWAMKf;D(lEWI~K & GREEN Rn'ER PORTAGE, 
16th October, 1847. 

My DEAR :'lIR,-After I had passed yo II on the Uth, I r(';;retteumuch th"t T li<1not 
entreat you to camp within sJleaking distance for the night, as 1 haci a great ,', __ :0 say 
to yon, more than was convenient to say in tile middle of the rivl'r. 

As to the principal matter however 1 must be brief. It i" with reg'"nl to another 
short line of exploration which I have kept in view all the season, and shall very rclur·tantly 
leave the ground without passing over it. I think there is yet time, without the season 
prove unusually unfavorable. 

You will, I think, have much the same idea of the quatawamkedgcwick as J have. 
That the inclination of the valley is no doubt within a favorable limit, but that it can be 
made available only by very expensive rock cutting, embanking and brid,;ing through a 
great part of its extent. 

If such corrections can be made on the other r9utcs explored, as to bring the incli­
nations within favorable limits, and 1 am not pupaTe(l to say the,,! ('(!Jlllul be so brought, it 
will also be most probably at a very objectionable amount of expense. Hence, the explor­
ation of another route, as long as it may remain possible to find one sufficiently exempt 
from such difficulties, will be necessary before the constructiou of the work can be advisably 
commenced. Whilst, therefore, there remains a strong probability that We, can filld such a 
route during the short remaining part of the pres0Dt season, I hope you will think: the 
eff,wt worthy of being made, even at some sacrifice and inconvenience. 

What I propose is to commence my exploration of the head of the Rcstigouehe, 
thruugh lateral valleys of the Green River, with the valley of the Squatuck. If I had 
Dut a very favorable expectation of the result, I shonld not of course make the proposition, 

i;>WhQ died ~hortly afterwards. 
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especially at a time when the auvanced state of the season is a strong inducement to 
abandon thc idea. 

N ow it will "reatly expedite our labors and render it mueh more satisfadory, if you 
, b , • '1 t t 

would permit your stationary Barometer, if you have one, to remam untl. our rc urn 0 

(haml Falls, and also of course to allow a Sapper to pass with two other Barometers over 
our line. 

In urder to save tedious description, which aftcr all might ?C obscure-whi!st the 
ll1CIl are carryin IT ovcr thc portu"c, I havc prepared the encloseu dIagram to explam my 
weaning. The dotted red line i~ thc proposed route. After gett~ng into thc ,:"allcy of the 
~'quatuek, we know that the inclination is highly favorable, and If I do not mIstake therc 
is alon abundance of fiat map-in; hence to the Abawisquash is already explored. 

I scnd out this by expre~s, in order to intercept yO? bc{(n'e leaving thc Grand Falls. 
I hope you had a safc journey at lcast, but can hardly thmk you would have" very pleasant 
one. 'file snow storms, hard frosts, the 'Wagan and its portage, I hope, however, arc by 
this time only things of recollection under more agreeable circumstances. 

Believe me, &e., 
(Signed,) J. WILKINSON. 

\" IIll will remark that Corporal Dnmble's line is very direct with our Green River 
routc and intended descent of the principal branch of the Restigouehe, which I find the 
Indians call the Coon-a-mitck. 

OCTOBER 17TH. 

Whilst writin,,; the furegoing, I had not secn Ramsay, whom I found out of the way. 
I now learn from him, that there arc no Barometers here, and also, that besides some of 
the l,rllvisions heill::: ont of the way, we have not the number of carrying bags or canoes 
whi"ll I ha,l heen ell'.lntiof~' Tl~e efficiency of th party is thercJore not what I had 
eXlled",I, but we must do the best we can. The sarno caULle which brings out this, will 
.ds,) hi Of'; dowu j\I'Kenzic and Campbell. who I hear will be ready and waiting for this 
opportunity, but I have not seen thCIlI. .\,; there arc no roads upon which we can rely 
upon fill' our return, and to kl\"C !II leave anyone to bush their way out, would entail a 
mueh greater expense and loss of time th,m either incurred by cauoe. I may therefore, 
l'crlJ:lps, with the return of the canoe now descending, find it ncecssary .to have another 
1)l'ou.c;ht in, and also a small additional supply of sugar, the stock of whi(;ll I find is dispro­
portioned to tbe other provisiom rcmaining. 

The sick man" is eo lar well as to be able to work again, and inoteaL1 of further adding 
to our cmbarrassment, greatly relieves us . 

.Jl(~J·(lr /lo/;/lI.':on J Jt'.E. 

CA)IP NEAR :lRD FALL~', GREEN RIVER, 

6th .'\ oveln her, 1847. 

~Iy DEAR SIR,-I 'r;l" disappointed at the return of my meosengcr of the 16th ult .. 
to lwei re no tidinf';s of your safe arrival, but hoped that it occurred shortly afterwards' 
though I have since had no opportunity of hearing. ' 

I do '-'ot know what may bc your address, as I forgot to ask you, and only suppose it 
rrobable that it lUay be River du Loup from what Ramsay iofcr.~ from what you h~d said 
to him. 

IV P have survcyed from the North East Branch of Green Hiver. dOWIl another prin­
cip''] Braneh, to the intersection of Captain Simmons' explored route, and thence up 
'\!I./lth,.r llraueh til the farthest p~rt of my cxploration of the Hestigouehe. IVO have 
returucd ,,, far., ,vlICre I am discharging six of the men, and intend proccedin~ with the 
rc,t, Hi, l,y the route which I lUentioned, to the Squatuek, if the weathcr willi;crmit ; but 
the snow is now falliu,,; fast, and something will depend upon the result, as our pr::rl'isions 
remainilJ~ are barely sufficient, even if we should be favored by the weather. 1 hope to 

*Not l\l'Kinnop before mentlon~q. 
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be at Grand Falls on or before the 20th; shall I see you there, or where, or how shall I 
direct to you? 

Believe rue, &c., 
(Signed,) 

No. ~3. 

.J. WILKINSON. 

To j111·. Wi/I.·i,uI'".-(lt'ccc/('ol lale ,in N,,('em/n'r.) 

Lll'TLE FALW, 26th (klober, 1847. 
My DEAlt SIIl,·-I am bJin;,; to Trois l'istolcs for the purpose of discharging and 

paying off the men remaining with Sergeant llIulligan, anclocttliog accounts with J\1cr",r3. 
Tctu and Seaton. 

I hope to hear, before ruy return, of your doing the same with CUC1'!J man of your 
parties. 

lour employment of so many lllen, without. first e3nsultin'~ IllC, will cause we ,0Ule 
peeuni~ry embarrassmeut, but I believe there will be funds en~ugh lodged at tbe Bank of 
Fr"denetou to meet tbe demaml for the laborers' wages. 

Mr. Ramsay must be allowed SOUle eight or ten days to give in his j,uub and papers 
in the beat order he can. 

Yours truly, 
(Signed,) WJI. lloBlNooN, 

Nn. ::1. 
To ..Jlr. JFI·lk;JI-"r)]l.-(J~Cr:"/I'('d '!-7th .J..Vol'('ml!I'J'.) 

J"ITTLE FALl,S, :2lith October, 1347. 
DEA~ SIR,-You will find a note from me ~lt the Grand Falls, reque,;ting you to pay 

off immediately every man of your parties, except lIlr. !tamsa)" who must have a few days 
allowed him to give in his books properly. 

Yours truly, 
U:i:~nc'l,) W)l. ROBINiiO:l. 

(Vi,z" lYoS. 5, Ij owl 7.) 

No. 25. 

To jl1(~io,' /(f}D/U;,')/I, j(L'. 

FREDERICTON, 31st December, 1847. 
My DEAR SIR,-The 3ht December has arrived, whe'l, contrary tn lJly expectation, 

I find my Heport for you yet unpf<~pared. The sketch 1 have completed only this morning, 
having been unable to devote to it less time without lIlakilJe: a very ullsatisfactory and 
distorted represelltation of the lines explored. ~ \ rough :J.J'pn,ximatiun is all that, under 
the circumstances, can be pretended. 'fh3 tiJl!C will, of course, make no differellce with 
regard to my connection with the .I~xploratory Uommission; but I am not the less anxious 
that Y011 should not be disappointed, and hope to have every thing out of my hand,;, say 
witbin ten days, I hope less than this time. 

Hcli'eVC me, .xc., 
(Signed,) .r. W 11.KINSON. 

Xo. :2(i. 
(Copy.) FltJ.:]IEl1r, 'To c-; , l!llh June, 1,'4!1. 

SIR,-Having occasion, in the course of SOUle remarks which it seems proper tbat 
I should submit to His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, to rerer to the authority of 
Mr. Grant, of the Crown Land 1Jcpartment, relative to tbe t.orography of " rart of t 118 

interior of the Province of New Brunswick, I am ,k:-;il'L;tl:; tlnit he Illay, with His Excel­
Jency's permission, furnioh replieR to the following 'juestiuuH:-

1. To what extellt has the line of the J\viding SUliUliit between the Tobiquc and 
.Mir:lmiehi Hivers been eumin'ld ? 
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~. To what extent has Mr. Grant any personal knowledge of' that summit? 
3. To what extent docs thc summit in question remain unkn?wn ? 

I have, &c., 
(Signed,) J. WILKINSON. 

To the Hon. J. R. Partelow, 
Provo Secretary, &c., &c., &c. 

(Copy.) 

No. '27. 
SECRETARY'S OFFICE, FREDERICTON, 

~'lth July, 1849. 

8lR --Your communication uf thc l!Jth J uue last, wu:, immediately forwarded to .l\lr. 
Grant w'bo was above the Grand Falls at the time, and T havc now tbe honor, by direction 
of Hi; Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, to transmit a copy of his reply thereto for 
your information. 

I bave, &c., 
(Signed,) J. H. PARTELOW, 

.Tobn Wilkinson, Esq., 
('ivil Engineer, Fredericton. 

No. '28. 
(Copy.) FREDERICTON, 19th July, 1849. 

SlR,-T regret tbat baving received your filvor, enclosing .l\1r. Wilkinson's queries, 
while absent in a distant part of the country on duty, has caused me to overlook making 
an early reply. 

Tbe answers will be found Wl'ittan iu .l\lr. Wilkiuson's own communication, wbich I 
now beg leave to return to you enclosed. 

I have, &c, 

To the Hon. J. R. Partclow, 
(Signed,) JOHN GRANT. 

&c., &0., &c. 

A ,,'</I'C)' to 18t Questioll.-I cannot say to what extent the ridge separating the Tabique 
<lnd l\liramichi waters has been examined, as it w"" %n,· under Captain Pipon's own 
immediate f>upcrintendeuce. 

~nd. I have no personal knowledge of the summit ill 'luestioa, for the rea"on already 
stated. lily ll1structions wore to " exwni"" the 1'''({'·.'! 'f t/i." Tobi'lIlC, and asco'lain the best 
" bridge sites along that If il;cl'." I nevertheless proposed making an examination of sucb 
parts of the ridge as Illy own observations, as well as the suggestions of the Iudians, led 
me to believe was most approachable from either side, to what appeared to be the lowest 
summit levels. With this intention I was in the act of makin" a section survey from the 
Tobique River, towards it, which Captain Pipon directed me t~ abandon, as he bad himself 
for t.he time sufficiently examined it, while he, at the salIle time, desired me to give my 
atten.t,lOn to th~ country on the n~rthwest side of the Tobique .River. 

. unl. I beheve no s,urvey of It has been made, exeept to a limited extent in the 
nel,~hborhood ot the pomt passed by Corporal ilumhlc oi' the 1:. S. and 1\1., and his part.y, 
m ex(emhug ille northward jine. 

(Sigued,') JOHN GRANT, 




