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REPORT

Wayor, Aldermen, and onpnonally of the City of Hamiltob.

———— e B

T'he undersigned, Board of Water Commissioners for the City of Hiamilton, respect-
{ully beg leave to submit the following Report.

In their first semi-annoal Report made to your {lonocuble Budy npon the S0k June
last, the Connn

“Tu deciding o proceed with these worls during » time of general depressiou, the
Uommissioners have in view, not only the ultimate productive character of the expendi-
ture, but the consideration that at no previous time, within the last three years, eould
they have expected to have put the work under contract under more favorable circnm-
stances with respect to economy of construction or when the progress of such a useful
undertaking would atford greater relief to the population thrown out of employrent by
the sugpension of private and other eorporufe enterprises. From  the supevior churacter
of Wuater Works Debentures, having the additional ~ceurity of a first mortgage upon the
works, they anticipate no diffienliy in negoticting  them upon favorable terms, either for
cash, or for the necessary pipes and mac-inery constilnting the lugest portion of ihe
expenditare.”

Upou the 11th June it was vesolved that the Bugiucer be rvequested to address
Messrs. Gartshore, Ghang, Grarney, and Mefduesten, and elicit from -aew the probability
of their being in a position to supply the Pipes and Huogines = . upon 7th August these
partics were vespectively requested by the Meceelary o nw .o a price payable in cash, und
also one puyable o Water Works Dobentuees ab par,

On the 25th Juue 1t was resolved to put the Distributing Heservoir in Barton and s
Contract, and upon the 27th of the sume wonth the work advertised, avd was
awarded upon the 17th July to A. P McDonald, at prices within the Fngaeers
estimate.

The Bngincer having reported his views with respect to the Pipas and Mugines. in a
letter dated 24th July, (which is appended to this report) the Comumissioners, on the
30th Jualy, invited tenders from the parties with whom the Eugiueer bad beew in cones
pondence relating to [ugines and Water Pipes.

Upon the 13th Angust, tenders were teccived from DL O Guio, of Hamiltan, and
Johu Gartshore, of Dundas, for the Pamping Enzies, and from M. Gartshore, uloue
for the Pipes.

Upon the 25th of Auwgust, the Seerctary was islraeted toaddress the partics in this
city, cepresenting the several  Pipe unaleers in Seotlund, veqesbing theus Lo malic teader s
in cash, and also in Debeulares ub 2o gears, for the Pipes requived.

oners said-—
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Mr. D. Y. Stewart, an eminent Pipe Manufacturer, of Glasgow, having arrived in
the city, in the early part of September, the Board had & conference with him, and upon
the 10th of September the tender of Mr. Stewzrt.y 1o the supply of the Pipes, and that of
Mr. Gartshore. for the Engines, Boilers, &c.. were accepted —the prices being within the
Engineer’s estimate, and both being payable in Water Works Debentures at par.

All the Pipes of 12 ineh diameter, and over, will be cast in lengths of twelve feet,
and with the sockets downward—an advantage equivalent to about ten per ceut. over the
ovdinary method of casting. The Commissicmers were particularly desirous that as much
of the work as possible, both of the Pipes wnd lagmes, should be executed in this eity,
and would have folt themselves warranted in payine an extra price to secure so desirable
an object. Ifor the Engines, however, Mr. Gartshore’s tender was not only several thou-
sand pounds lower than any other, but was payable wholly in Debentures. Moreover
from the nature of this work. but a small portion of it could have been done by any estab-
lishment in this city. Mr. Gartshore is now importing the heavier and more important
castings and forgings from abroad.

With respeet (0 the Pipes,—Mr. Gartshore’s tender for these was based upon the
erection of an establishment in Hamilton for the purpose of manufacturing them,—there
heing no establishment now existing in Canada where such an order.could be filled. Tt
will, however, be sufficient explanation of the acceptance of Mr. Stewart’s tender to say
that it saves about fifteen thousand pounds to the city in the cost of the Pipes as estimat-
ed at their price if manufactured here.

The excavation of the Reservoir has been preceeded with, about three-fifths of the
whole being removed.  In consequence of the disi- =1 etate of the money sarket, result-
ing from the financial crisis, it was not considered desivable (o do more this year. Knough
has been done to attain the objeet sought for, viz., the sohdification of the lk')use of the em-
bankment, and a knowledyge of the nature of the x-uvation. whicl last, [vom its solid and
water-tight character, proves admirably udupted for the purposes for whiel: it is designed.

All of which is respeetfully submitted.

CHAS. MAGILL,

ADAM BROWN,

D. B, GALBREATIH,

MW BROWNE,

PHIHR BALFOULR.
Bawiiae:s, xlst Uecetalua, 1857



APPENDIX.

LETITER OF TEHE EINGIINEBER.

Toronto, 24t July (=AY,
TO THE SECREPARY,
Warer Convissionges, Hawioron.

SR,

As the seazon is fust wdvanemy. T ok the liberty respectfuily to coli the attention
of the Clommissiopers to the nropeicty ol making eavly arvizaneuts tor the Kngines aud
Pipes j——a obep which is uecrsary in ovder 1o make any progeess next year, ag well us o
atluin the greatest counoiny.

T Lave already in conversarion at the Doard, stated my opinion that the safest
couisa would be to put thz Engines in the hands of respousibie manafuciurers of Pamping
Fingines, who have constracted siniiae ones before. It however. the Commissioners decide
t0 hove the work doae npoa this side of the Athwtie, the attempt may as well be made m
Canada ag in the U3, Lecanse no sinoiar Engines have been buill there, and because

the duties, trandportation, & woold make the cost as great as i built 1 Canadn, it
should be stipulated that the Contractor must obiain the sorvicas of o competent person
who is familiar with the ¥ngines required.

Precauntions should also be taken in ascertaining the financial respouubility of the
Contractor to go througi. with his undertaking, as the wock will range between £20.000
and £25,000 ; aod when one-hali of 1his sum is advanced, theic will be no retveating, or
opportunity of transferriug the unflrished work to ether hands.

1 think the Engines, if coustrucied in Canada, should not cost any more, if s0 wmech,
as if Laported. Tt is on the ground of security, rather thun any saving in first cost, that
I have recomuiended their importution from Biita.

With respect to the Pipes—the quantity required veing nearty LOR tons, the value
of which. faid down in Hamillon, will b abont £45.006, it is evident that a diffevence of
ten per ceat. in the cost, if imported or made here, would b an item 1o be considered
with these, as with the Eagines, if oof nnported from Scotland, they ought to be mana-
fuctured in Hamilton more advantuyeonsly than they could be obtained from the U. 3.,
provided the Contractor erects a suitanie establishuent, wnd imports cxpericneed pipo
founders. 'Chere is, however, ao important considerarion with respest to the icngth of the
larger pipes, us they are offered us by a colebrated Seoteh prpe muker, oue-third tongor
ibun they have hithecio been made in Awerica Theee are b few makor: even i B

tain, prepared Lo give this length, und those who cannol do so assert theee s 00 advantags
init.  In oar pumping main it woult sive us the muking wod matabaining of oae thotswid
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lead joints, besides a good deal in the weight of metal. [ consider therefore this is a sub-
jech of sufficient importunce to be inguired into. I have great doubts of the ability of
any parties here to supply pipes 12 feet long, even if they are fonwd willing to under-
take it.

To a certain degree, the zame considerations will apply to the turned and bored pipes,
the work of which will, in all probability, be more accurately and »-onomically performed
hy these establishments which have been accustomed to it npon au eviensive scale.

If the Commissioners find that the prices for pipes here are higher than can be
aftforded, or that the desived quality eannot be manufactured here, the best way to obtain
tenders in Scotland will he to send one of their number there empowered to close a con-
tract at or helow a certain price.  This course, which was pursued with respect to the
Quebec and Montreal Water Works, will enable them to contract in all probability 10
per cent. lower than can be done by correspondence with the principals, or by treating
with their agents. The sooner also that the contract is offered npon the Clyde, the better
terms can be obtained.

The prices of Engines and Pipes in Britain are sufficiently well known to enable the
Uommissioners, on receiving tenders here, to decide whether, on the score of price, it will
he necessary to go to Eugland or Scotland. I therefore think the proper course isto
obtain the Canadian tenders as soon as possible, and if it be found, upon the whole, that
uiore advantageous cfers ave made on the other side of the Atlautic, the Commissioners
will be in a position at once to close with w wond offer—an advantage which canuot be
had by corregpondence.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obed't gerv't,

THOS. ¢. KEEFER.
Engiveer H. W. W,



Semi-Annual Statement of the Board of Water Commissioners of ihe City of Hamilion,

Shewrig receapts and erpenditures from 3016 Juie Lo 3isi Derember. |1=57.

To Cash {rom ity Council
o .
Debentures,

de. .
(‘ash overdrawn ace't at Hore RBank.

-

Cammissione s.

i wecordance vl the

dot o po aling s

e,

£ g £ s .
W00 | By Cashopad for Printing Co2% 71l
2115 0 0 [ - Sularies . L . 62 10 0
1780 0 Office expenses- -Rent, Frel. Far-
3000 0 0 nitwre, atfeadance. Lo 120 17 16
163 7 6 i puid Gore Bank averdrawi ace't of pre-
‘5] vious half-year R SAVE T
i Do, this halfvear.. o0 S163 T 08
11 ——— 21123
| paid Grore Buank inferest on overdvawnact 319 11
‘ paid Kngivecr Departinent. L. oL 6 9
Disiribnting Reseevoir ace 21500
Right of way—~Cash. ..
| Debintares, 178 0 0
| 22y B
| Dehentires advanced to John GQart-
. shove,. ... . S 3000 600
ii "ach - balaper o Commercinl Bank 6018 4
£5956 T 6 | £3056 7 6
et : B )

CHARLES MAGILL.

Charman,
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