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REPORT

WMayor, Aldermen, and Uonmiyaonally of the City of Hamidllon.

————e 3o

The undersigned, Board of Water Counndssioners for the City of Tamilton, respect-
fully beg leave ta submit the following Report.

In their rst semi-annual Report made io your {lonorable Body npon the 30t Juae
last, the Commissioners suid---

“ In deciding to proceed with these works daring o time of general depressiou, the
Commissioners have in view, not only the ultimate productive character ol the expendi-
tare, but the consideration that ut no previous time, within the last three years, woald
they have expected to have put the work under eontract nnder wmore tavoiable civenm-
stances with respect to economy of construction or when the progress of such a useful
undertaking would afford greaier relief to the population thrown out of employrmnt by
the suspension of private and other corporate enterprizes.  From the supervior character
of Water Works Debentures, havine the additional security ofw fitst morigage upon the
works, they aaticipate no difficulsy in negotinting them upon favorable terins, either foi
cash, or for 3 necessary pipes and macrinery constituting the lurgest portion of the
expenditur

Ur .the 11th June it was rvesolved that the Huzweer be requested to address
it {rom thew the probability

Mess. .. Gartshore, Gunn, Gurney, and MeQuesten, and elic
of their being in a position to supply the Pipes and Hugines . aud upon 7th August these
parties were respactively reqaested by dhe Seccetary to name o price paysble fn casl, and
also one payable in Water Works Dichentures wb par

On the 25th Juge it was rezolved to put the Distributing Reservoir in Barton wnd v
Jontract, and upon the 27th of the same month the work was adverlized, and was
awarded upon the 17th July to & P McDopald, at prices within the Bagmee’s
estimate.

The Engineer having reported his views witu respect to the Pipes and Muogines, m a
letter dated 24th July, (which is appeaded to this report) the Gommissivuers, on the
30th July, iovited tenders from the parties with whom the Bagivere had been in eorves
pondence refating to Iugzines and Wauter £ipes

Upon the 13th August, tendec were teceved feom DO Guan, of Flamilton, aud
John Gartshore, of Dandas, for the Pauping Bogmes, and from Me Gartshore, alone |
for the Pipes.

Upon the 25th of Angzust, e Secrclacy Was lustracted to wddress the partics in this
city, representing the several  Pipe makers in Seotland, requesting them Lo malie tenders
in casl, and also in Dehentures al 20 years, for the Pipes requirad.
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Mr. D. ¥. Stewart, an eminent Pipe Manufacturer, of Glasgow, having arrived in
the city, in the early part of September. the Board had a conference wit'h him, and upon
the 10th of Scptember the tender of Mr. Stewavtr o the supply of the Pipes, and that of
Mr. Gartshore. for the Bogines, Boilers, &c.. were accepted,—the prices being within the
Engineer’s estimate, and both being payable in Water W orks Debentures at par.

All the Pipes of 12 inch diameter, and over, will he cast in lengths of twelve feet,
aund with the sockets downward—an advantage cquivalent to about ten per cent. over the
ordinary method of casting. ‘The Commissizners weye particularly desirous that us much
of the work as possible, both of the Pipes ani Bagmies, should be executed in this eity
and would have felt themselves warranted in paying an extra price to secure so desirable
an object. TPor the Engines. however, Mr. Gurlshore’s tender was not only several thou
sand pounds lower than any other, but was payabic wholly in Debentures. Moreover
from the natnre of this worl. hut a small portion of it conld have heen done by any estah-
lishment in this city. Mr. Gartshore is now importing the heavier and more important
eastings and forgings from abroad.

‘With respeet to the Pipes,—»Mr. Gartshore’s tender for these was based upon the
erection of an establishment in Hamilton for the purpose of manufacturing them,—there
being no establishment now existing in Canada where such an order.could be filled. It
will, however, be suflicient explanation of the acceptunce of Mr. Stewart’s tender to say
that it saves about fifteen thousand pounds to the city in the cost of the Pipes as estimat-
ed at their price if manufactured here.

The excavation of the Reservoir has heeo pe ecocded with, whoni three-fifths of the
whole heing removed. In consequence of the dist: . etule of the nmoney marlket, result-
ing from the financial crisis, it was not considercd desicabic 10 de more this year.  Enough
has been done to attuin the object sought for, viz., the solidification of the huse of the em-
hankment, and a knowledge of the natare of the excavation, which lust. from its solid and
water-light charcacter, proves admirably adupted for the purposes for which it is desigued.

All of which is respeetfully sabmitted.

CHAS. MAGILL,
ADAM BROWN,
DB GALBREATIH,
MW, BROWNE,
VETER BALIFOUR

Hauturon, 2hst December, ieay



APPENDIX.

LETTER OF

HE EINGIINEETR.

ToronTo, 24vh July teiy.
To THE SECgETARY,
Warer  Cosvissiosses, Hoawnrox,

S1R,—

As the season is fast advunemg. T tulie the liborty respectfully to call the attention
of the Commissioners to the prig:
Pipey ;-—a step which s ¢
attain the wreatest ceouoiny.

v

ently arvucments for the Bngines and

sevszaty 1D obtder to ke any progeess neat yeur, s well as to

I have alreody. in conversarion at the Board, stuted wy opinion that the safest
course would be to put th2 Euvines in the hauds of responsibic manufucturcrs of Pumping
Engiues. who heve constracted smalae ones hobe, T lowever, the Commisstoners decide
to bave the work done npon this side of Ui Atfantic, the alivnpt imay as weli be made in
Capada as in the U3 because uo simiar Engloes have been built there, and beesuse
the duties, trandporiation, &e. woubl make the eost as great ag if built in Canada. [t
should be stipulated that the Uontractor mnst obiam the servicss of o competent person
who is familiar with the Euuines required

Precautions should alsa be taken 1 uscertaining the tinancial respouability of the
Contracior to go throngt: with his undertakivg, as the wock will range between £24.000
and £25,000 ; and when one-naif of this sum i3 advanced, theie will be no retreating, or
opportunity of transferriug the unfirished work to other hauds

1 think the Engines, i construcied in unada, should nol vust any more, if so much
a8 if mported. It is on the ground of secuvity, rather than any saving in first cost, that
I have recommended their importetion from Dritain.

With respect to the Pipes—the quantiiy requwed beng nearly LOUD tons. the valus
of which, 1aid down in Hamilton, will be about £45,000, 16 is evideat that a differenee of
ten per cenb. 1n the cost, if hupocted or mads heres would he initem to be constdered |
with these, as with the Engioes, if uot inported from Seothosl. vhey ought to be manua-
fuctured in Hamilton more advantageously thun they could be obtained from the U. 3.
provided tue Contractor erects a suilable estublishaent, sod mapors expeiaused pipe
founders. There is, however, wn lmporiant cousiderafion with respect to the wength of the
larger pipes, us they are offered us by a colebiuted Seoteh pipe musker, oue-third fouger
than they have hilheelo been wade o danorica There are but few wiadors, even o By
taiu, prepared Lo give this length, and those who caunol do so wsserl there s 00 wdvanlage

init. In our proanping wam il would suve as the vuthing sodinataiainneg of one thosud
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lead joints, besides a good deal in the weight of metal. T copsider therefore this is‘a; sub-
ject of sufficient importance to he inquired into. 1 have great doubts (.)f'.th«: ability of
any parties here to supply pipes 12 feet long, even if they are lound willing to under.
take it.

T a certain degree, the same considerations will apply to the turned and bored pipes,
the work of which will, in all probability, be more accurately tnd ezonnmically performed
by these establishments which have been accustomed to it upon an extensive scale.

If the Commissioners find that the prices for pipes here are higher than can he
alforded, or that the desired cuality cannot be manufactured here. the best way to obtain
tenders in Scotland will he to send one of their number there empowered to close a con-
tract at or helow a certain price. This course, which was pursued with respect to the
‘Juebec and Montreal Water Works, will enable them to econtract in all probuability 10
per ceut. lower than can he doue by correspondence with the principals, or by treating
with their agents. The sooner also that the contract is offered upon the Clyde, the better
terms can he obtained.

The prices of Engines and Pipes in Britain are sufficiently well known to enable the
Commissioners, on receiving tenders here, to decide whether, on the score of price, it will
he necessary to go to Kngland or Scotland. 1 therefore think the proper course is to
obtain the Canadian tenders as soon as possible, and if it be found, upon the whole, that
more advantageous cflers are made on the other side of the Atlantic, the Commissioners
will be in a position at once to close with a vood offer—an advantage which cannot he
had by corregpondence.

I huve the honor to be,
Sir,
Your ohed't serv't,

THOS. C. KEEFER,
Hugineer H. W, W,



Semi-Annual Statement of the Board of Water Commissioners of the Cily of Hamiiton,

Shewing receipts and erpenditures from 30th Juue
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o 0 M Cash puad for Printing . e 25 11
no0 Salaries o 62 0
00 Office expenges CRent. Fuel P
0 0 nitire, atiendance . L, 120 17 10
76 L ¢ ]mld Gore Bank overdrawn ace’t of pre
| vious half-yeur ... w78 400
[ow o Do this halfyear L S163 706
1 - 2412 3
- paid Gore Bunk inferest on averdrawn ac't 31911
r)aul Kngmeer Department L 1 i S B
. Distribnting Resesvoir ace’l .0 1,032 15
: * Right ol wuy—Caxh £45 19 6
i Diebentuees, 175 0 0
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‘ shore, ... 3000 00
i Cash——halajper in ¢ Onmwuw‘ Eonk A 1R
| —
It £3956 7 6

CHARLES MAGILL

Charymon
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