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Lifth Sewmi-Juwnal Report

THE WATER COMMISSIONERS

FOR THE CITY OF HAMILTON.

REPORT.

To the Muyor, Aldermen «nd Commonalty
of the City of Hamilton.

The undersigned, in accordance with the provisions of the Sth
Section of the Act 19 and 20, Vie., Cap. 64, beg leave to
submit their fifth semi-annual Report.

The Commissioners have the satisfaction to report the steady
and successful progress of the great work under their charge, and
which is now rapidly approaching completion. For the present
position of the works in their various sections, they beg leave to
refer to the Report of the Engineer, from which it will be seen that
it is confidently anticipated that the water will be regularly supplied
to the citizens about the latter part of October next.

Since their last Report the remaining contracts mentioned there-
in have been given out, and are mostly fulfilled.

On the 15th January, the tender of the Canada Lead Pipe
Company, for the supply of Service Pipe, was accepted, payable in
debentures at par; and on the 17th of the same month the tender
of William Hendrie, for laying the Distribution Pipe, was accepted,
and the work immediately commenced, thereby affording employ-
ment to many needy laborers.

The Contract made with Hdmondstone, Allan & Co., for the
transport and charges of Pipes from the Clyde to Hamilton, was
limited to the year 1858. In consequence of the failure on the
part of Messrs. Stewart & Co., to deliver the whole of their contract
in that year, it became necessary to make new arrangements for the
freight and charges on the pipes remaining behind, and also to settle
a claim (arising out of this failure,) with Edmonstone, Allan & Co.,
and Mr. Keefer was requested, on 17th February, to proceed to
Montreal for this purpose; and on the 2nd March he reported that
he had made arrangements for the transport and charges of re-
maining pipes at old rates, payable wholly in debentures.
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On the 3rd March, the Contract for the Hydrants was allotted
to Messrs. Gurney & Carpenter, of this City, payable in debentures;
and at same time 200 tons extra pipe was ordered to meet any ex-
tensions of the distribution which iight be called for. It may
here be remarked that new buildings have ¢one up since the dis-
tribution plan was first proposed; and, as more are still heing
erected annually, 1t is difficult to decide beforehand in which direc-
tion the pipes must be extended ; it is necessary, therefore, to have
on hand a surplus to meet these requirements.

On the 9th March ihe Engineer was empowered to obtain from
the Government the title to that portion of the Beach occupied by
the Filtering Basin. The Commissioners regret to state that they
are still without the long promised title to this ground, and that in
consequence serious difficulties have arizen with parties having
claims to the land.  The Commissioners har every reason to hope
that so important a work as the Hamilton Water Works would
have met with favor at the hands of the Government; or, at least,
that they would have heen long sinee permitted to purchase, at the
valuation of the Crown Land Department, the site of the Filtering
Basin, so frequently promised in interviews with Mr. Keefer. What
makes the matter more aczravating is, that although no replies have
been received to the nuraeromis communications addressed on behalf
of the Commissioners to the Crown Land Department, yet nothing
appears to stand in the way of a speedy settlement of the question,
but the want of an influential agent in daily attendance, to prevent

the matter from being laid aside for other business, or forgotten
altogcther.

_ On the 4th April the Bank of Montreal announced their unwil
lingness to continue the advances hitherto made upon the deben-
tures, and Mr. Keefer was thereupon requested to proceed to
Montreal to see the Manager. On the 14th of April he reported

an arrangement for a further credit, sufficient to carry on the works
until the first of July.

In order to prepare for the Water Rates and Regulations, which
had been brought under the notice of the Commissioners by the
Engineer, on the 24th March, the Secretary was, on 21st April,
dlrected' to address the Manager of Water Works in various cities
for copies of their Rules and Rates. Replies have been received
from nearly all, and a tariff is being prepared which will soon be
ready for inspection of parties desiring to take water. ,

On _the Queen’s Birth-Day the water was admitted into Main
and King Street, and played from a Jet in the Court House Square,
and from Hydrants in King Street. The power of the Hydrants
has provel fully equal to the highest expectations which had heen
formed of them. The City Corporation were notified on the follow-
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ing day that so many Hydrants were ready in case of fire; and
from that date, as fast as the Hydrants have been set, the water has
been let in, and kept in, ready for use in case of fire.

On the 31st May the Bank of Montreal announced their intention
of not continning advanees after the period agreed npon—1st July.

On the 2nd June the Contract for the Brass Plumber Work for
the Service Pipes was let to Mr. Broadbent, an artisan of this City,
payable in debentures at par.

In consequence of the decision of the Bank of Montreal, Mr.
Keefer was requested to proceed to that city to see the Manager
prior to his departure for England ; and in case of the refusal of the
Bank to supply the small amount (£7000) yet required to complete
the works, to make the nccessury arrungements with other parties.

On the 2nd June a communication was addresscd to the Fire
and Water Committee, relative to the improvement of the Gore in
King Street, with a view to the placing of a Fountain there.

On the 16th June the Engineer reported that the Bank of Mon-
treal having declined further advances, he had sold to other parties
sufficient debentures to meet the wants of the Commission.

In conclusion, the Commissioners desire to express their bich
sense of the attention and skill displayed by the Kngineer of the
Works, T. C. Keefer, Hsq., in the construction of the Works.

They have also to Report that the Secretary has performed his
duties in the most satisfauctory manner.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
ADAM BROWN, Chairnuar.
PETER BALFOUR,
WM. DAVIDSON,
MILTON DAVIS,
ROBERT WALKER.

WaTER CoMMISSIONERS' OFFICE, |
Hamilton, 30th June, 1859. §

P. S.—The Commissioners have refrained from presenting this
Report until now, in the hope that they would have been enablad
to ntimate that they had obtained from the Government a title to
that portion of the Beach used as a Tiltering Basin; but they re-
gret to say that so far they have heen disuppointed. However,
they are happy to state that they have arranged with Mr. George
Lottridge, the previous occupant of the land in question, {or any
interest he may have had therein.
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HAMILTON WATER WORKS,
EncINEER’s OFricE, HaMILTON, 30TH JUNE, 1859,

James BE. Day, Esq,
Secretary Board of Water Commissioners,
Hamilton.

Sir,—1I have the honor to report the progress of the works for
the last half year:

THE FILTERING BASIN.

After waiting as long as it was possible to do for the transfer of
the site of the Filtering Basin and Conduit from the Crown to the
Commissioners, the enclosure of this Basin was commenced, but
has been resisted by Mr. Lottridge, who claims this portion of the
Beach, but whose claim is not recognized by the Crown Lands De-
partment. The negotiation for the patent for this land having been
put in my hands on the 9th March last, after ten months previous
unsuccessful attempt at obtaining it by deputations and correspond-
ence, I proceeded to Toronto, and had several interviews with the
Hon. the Commissioner of Crown Lands, and also with the As
sistant Commissioner. T also furnished all information called for,
and answered objections raised, and was informed, some two months
ago, that there is no ohstacle to the obtaining of the land by the
Commissioners of the Hamilton Water Works. I have addressed
several communications to the Crown Lands Department upon the
subject, but as no replies have heen received, they have probably been
mislaid, or not yet reached, in their routine order. In meantime
there is danger of a collision and breach of the peace between the
Contractors employed to enclose the Basin, and the claimant, Mr.
Lottridge. TInasmuch as application for this land was made to the
Crown Lands Department more than twelve months since, the
Coplml.ssioners cannot reproach themselves with any tardiness of
action in the matter—there being every reason to suppose a pur-
chase of twelve acres of land (which is valued by the local Agentof

Crown Lands at twenty dollars per acre) could be effected within
one year.

CONDUIT AND WELLS.

.Th(; Conduit on section one—that portion which connects the
Fllt.erlng: Basin with the main land across the Creck—has been
sunk to its place, and the Well at Engine House has been exca-
vated and the masonry partly built. There remains only the eom-
pletion of this Well,"and a few days work upon the one which

divides the two sections of the Conduit, to bring the water to the
pumps.
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ENGINE HOUSE, CHIMNEY, &e.

In consequence of a want of foresight in preparation, and of vigor
and liberality in the prosccution of this work on the part of the
Contractor, its completion will be delayed quite two months beyond
the period which would have been sufficient.  This has led to re-
peated protests on the part of the Contractor for the Engines, who
was bound to have them ready for stcam upon the first of May;
whereas it will now be the month of September before they can be
put in motion.

This delay will only affect the use of the works in the event of a
contingency, which I do not anticipate, viz.: that of any defect or
break down in any portion of the machinery at starting. I fixed a
period for the completion of the Kngines, four months in advance
of that, when the town would De ready for the water, in order to
provide for any casualities. DBut from the character of the work
furnished by Mr. Gartshore, as well as from the fact that we have
two independent sets of Pwumping Machinery, I have no doubt we
shall be able to maintain an uninterrupted supply within a week
after the Engines are started. The Engine House 1s now roofed in,
and the mason work so far advanced as no longer to cause any de-
lay in the erection of the machinery. The Boilers are all set, as
are the Air and Vacuum Vessels, the Pumps and their connections,
the Fly Wheels, the Main and Spring Beams, Condensers, &. The
fitting up of the Cylinders and Connecting Rods is about all the
important work remaining to be done to the machinery.

The Chimney has now reached a height of one hundred foet, and
has fifty feet further to go. I anticipate the completion of the
whole work, so far as to be ready for use, somectime in Scptember.

THE TIPE TRACK.

About fifteen feet of water having been collected in the Reservoir
from surface drains during the Winter, as soon as the Valves and
connections were put into the Pumping Main, the water was let
down, and the Main proved. In the whole distance of six miles
from the Engine House to James Street, including the Reservoiv
Branch, eight defective pipes (out of a total number of 2,650) were
found and replaced. It is much to the credit of the Contractor,
Mr. Hendrie, by whom these pipes were laid, that only one joint in
the whole distance proved leaky.

RESERVOIR.

The soiling and sodding of the Reservoir, with its off take drains,
have been completed, under favorable circumstances, for the growth
of the grass, and its enclosure is now in hand.
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DISTRIBUTION.

In order to afford work for the unemployed during the winter
months, the laying of the distributing pipes was commenced in
January, and the weather proving unusually mild great progress
was made. This unexpected advance in the work, made it neces-
sary to put the Hydrants under contract without delay. A sufficient
number of these were procured to supply the principal streets, so
that on the 24th of May the water was admitted, and since that
date the pressure has been constantly on, and the City has enjoyed
the protection of the Hydrants, though happily no fire has occurred
in the interval to test their value.

All the pipe required for the distribution, as originally decided,
have arrived ; an additional quantity of 200 tons have been ordered
to meet demands for extension, and a corresponding amount of
Hydrants and Valves—so that a fair stock of pipes, &e., will be on
hand. The length of distribution pipe now laid is eleven miles,
and the number of Hydrants placed 1s eighty. The whole number
of Hydrants, when placed, will be 170, and the quantity of pipe yet
to be laid is two miles, exclusive of extension. The distribution
originally provided for embraced thirteen miles of pipe. The extra
200 tons of six-inch pipe will lay nearly three miles more.

The Contractor for the Plumber work is now prepared to supply
the fittings for the Service Pipe as fast as they are required; and if
the Tariff and Regulations were printed for the information of
parties desiring the water, there is nothing to prevent the com-
mencement of the work of putting in the services.

I have the henor to be, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

[SIGNED, ] THOS. C. KEEFER.






SEMI-ANNUAL STATEMENT

Of the BOARD of WATER COMMISSIONERS of the City
of Humilton, shewing Receipts ond Bxpenditures, from 1st
Jonwury to 30tk June, (both {nclusive)) 1859, in accordunce

with the Act incorporating the suid Commissioners.

. RECEIPTS.

To Debentures from City Council.,.
¢ Cashloan from Bank....coeviiiiiiiiiiiiiii i i it e e,

Bank Debenture Account—net proceeds

Debentures from City Couneil. ..o,
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¢ Debentares from City Council. ...ovvervvnvuinnann. e e
‘¢ Cash loan from Bank..........

¢ Debentures from City Council. .
(19 ot [ 113

¢ « @ “
4 133 G t
¢ Cash loan from Bank...........

Debentures from City Council. .
3 113 44

$ 10.400 00
22,932 17
807 86
830 00
22,083 33
3.830 00
2,062 25
17 61
7,162 00
2,000 00
2,743 63
1,200 00
4,136 66
973 33
3,000 00
9,056 15
3,200 00
30,800 00
4,136 61
146 00
161,20 46

$146,609 31
—




EXPENDITURES. ar.

By Cash paid OFFicE FURNITURE AccoUNT,—Deskﬁ Gas Fixtures,
Deed Boxes, &c...ovevveninininen $154 05
¢« paid OFFICE EXPENSES . .

408 96
Rent and Taxes. $303 12
Stationery...... . ) 51 64
Messenger’s W ages Wood, Coul Gas, &cCoovvvininnnia L. 64 20
+ Cash and Debentures paid—GENERAL EXPENSES ............... 21926 88
Travelling Expenses of Engineer to Montreal, negoualing
sale of Debentures. &c.. . iviie ciiiivrnininnnnnnn.., 128 00
Travelling E‘(penses—bommxssmnen 1n<pecung Works ;
Chairman’s visit to Commussioner of Crown Lands. res-
pecting grant of Beach; Remuneration to Engineer for
negotiation of chemures Law Expenses at Montreal,
&e. &eoviiiiianinns S £ 1 I
Burion & Sadleir, for profeaswnal serviees .. Cerereneaeaen. 1200 00
¢ paid ENGINEER’S DEPARTMENT ACCOUNT....0uuu. 6187 68
¢ RiGHT OF WAY ACCOUNT.. 999 98
Taxes,eeuinsreraneernoas 198
Compensation to sundry parties in full and in part for land
taken from them. and damages ..............ceevu.. 988 00
T. A. Blyth, for Survey, &e.. e ceen 10 00
co ¢ Press-House ExPENsE .AccovnT—Labor and Mate-
rials..coeeenennnnn TR PR 497 71
v ¢ PREss-HoUsE FURNITURE ACCOUNT .cvvvvurasns. 729 17
Paid Hilton Brothers’ Account, sundry tools, &c 23 175
« ¢« 1V, Farmer’s Account for Force Pump, &c. . 1417
« .« Gurney & Carpenter’s Account for Dormant Scales, &ec. 13674
« «w o« R Juson & Co., for Vice, Grindstone, &c¢, &e..vvvnnn.. 22 14
¢« ¢ J Gartshore, for 1 Crane, and sundry Castings 441 46
W 6 BUNATIeS. cees s enan 25 92
G 6 HYDROSTATIC PRESS ACCOUNT. .0t .ty aesrnvevnranerenies 2600 00
. DISTRIBUTING RESERVOIR Accouw 2622 10
“ £800 00
¢ PunPING ENGINES ACCOUNT. . 18400 00
: ¢ and Cash—PIPE ACCOUNT.......... 16037 30
Freight on P]pes 14000 00
Tolls 80 00
Lead for e, . 177 30
Wharfage, &c* ... .. .. Cereaes 180 00
' Cash paid PrpE Track aND PuMpING MAIN ACCOUNT 1800 00
“ & & DISTRIBUTING PIPE ACCOUNT .o tvutuvucniiannonnraencs 12126 00
‘ Debentures paild ENGINE HoUSE AND FILTERING BASIN ACCOUNT. 11193 32
N Cash peud Interest due 1st January, 1859, on Currency Dehenlures 3603 35
H Interest due 1st July, 18569, on Sterling Debentures. 8120 63
“ w0« g Currency Debentures............. . 4703 37
“  « TLoans from Bank.. 14736 31
: “ Interest on loans. . 1655 26
« &« Commission on sales of Debentures, &c. . 221 8
¢  Insurance on Press House and Furniture. 26 26
g “ Printing and Advertismg. ............... 250 84
oo * PrpE, YARD AND PRESS House AccnUNT. 1450 00
“ % % SUSPENSE ACCOUNT...euncnnrss . 29167 87
For general average conmbutlon by the - -
ipes damaged. . c.cieiiieiiainne ceee ST AT
Secretary—Funds advanced for Disbursements. . . . 250 00
hngmeer—For lebursemenls at Press House, &c e 4322: ;g
M Debemures negolnaled Creteiis
¢ “ on hand..oveievanneranernes
$146609 31
-

JAMES E. DAY,

WaATER CoMmIssIoNERS? OFFICE, Secretary.
30th June, 18569,
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