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COR RES P ONDENCE, &c. 

No. 1. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 4·th May 1860. 

REFERRING to my communication of the ~1f;t February, I have the honour to request yon 
will favour me by stating when it is expected that the Exchange Ottice at Galway will 
be established; also whether the Postmaster General has decided upon which day of the 
week the steamers will be required to start from Galway under the new postal contract 
with this Company. 

It is very desirable that the decision of the Postmaster General on these points should 
be communicated to the Directors as early as practicable, so as to enable them to make 
the necessary arrangements in America for the return voyages of their ships. 

The first new ship for this service is already launched, and will be ready for sea in a 
fortnight. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No.2. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

A tlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 12th May 1860. 

THE steam ship" Connaught, " belonging to this Company, intended for the new mail 
contract between Galway and America, is now lying at South Shields ready for inspection. 

The Directors will therefore feel obliged if you will cause this ship to be inspected so 
as to enable the Company to complete the mail and assorting rooms or carry out any other 
arrangements which the Post Offic~ Department may consider necessary. 

The trial trip of this ship will take place some time during the present month, of which 
due notice will be given. 

I am instructed to request the favour of your early attention to this communication, so as 
to enable the Company to be prepared for the mail service in the month of June in 
accordance with their contract. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary to the General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No. s. 
Mr. WEIR to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.e., London, l~th May 1860. 

THE screw steamer" Prince Albert," of London, 1,463 tons register, Captain Nicholas 
Prowse, being the ship appointed to sail with Her Majesty's mails of 25th instant, from 
Galway to St. John's, Newfoundland, and her certificate of exemption having expired, I 
have the honour to request you will cause a new certificate to be issued, exempting that 
ship from the operation of the Passenger Act, from and after the ~5th instant, under the 
bond given by this Company dated the ~2nd June 1859. 

The Secretary, General Post Office, 
St. Mal'tin's-le-Grand. 
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I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. M. WEIR, 

General Manager. 

No.4. 
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No.4. 

( 
C>C) <)9C) ) v, ..... , . .:> , ...... 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 
Sir General Post Office, 15th May 1860. 

I HA'v~E to acknowledge the receipt of your lett~r of the ll.2th instant an~ to inform 
you that an officer of this Department has been dIrected t? proceed to S~~lelds for the 
purpose of inspecting the mail rooms on board the steam SI~lP " Connaught. 

When the ship shall be in a more ~r1vanced state S?~ wtll have to be surveyed by an 
officer of the Board of Trade, accordmg to the conditIOns of the contract dated ~lst 
April 1859. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No.5. 
(SQ,331. ) 

:Mr. F. HILL to Ml'. WEIR. 

Sir, General Post Office, 17th May 1860. 
IN compliance with the request made in your letter of the l'2th instant, I beg to 

enclose a certificate signed by the Postmaster General, exempting the steam ship 
" Prince Albert" fi'om the operations of the Passengers Act, 1855. 

I am, &c. 
A. M. 'Weir, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No.6. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, ~Qd May 1860. 

REFERRlNG to my communication of the 1 Qth inst., I have the honour to acquaint you, 
for the information of the Postmaster General, that the Directors are unable to fix the 
day for the trial trip of the steam ship" Connaught" until they are informed whether 
it is the intention of the Post Office Department to cause the machinery and hull of this 
ship to be inspected before they are closed up. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No.7. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.e., London, ~~d May 1860. 

I AM instructed to acquaint YOll that the steam ship "Prince Albert" will leave 
Galway with the Newfoundland mails on Saturday next the ~6th instant, and that the 
monthly sailing day in the ensuing month will be Saturday, the 2Sd June; but, as the 
Directors have not yet received a reply from the Post Office Department as to the day 
on which it is proposed to despatch the American mails from London under the new 
contract, they are not in a position to advertise their ship for the ensuing month. I have 
the honour therefore to request you will favour me with the decision of the Postmaster 
General on this point at your earliest convenience. 

I am, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No.8. 
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No.8. 

The POSTMASTER GENERAL to the TREASUltY. 

My Lords, General Post Office, 22d May 1860. 
I BEG to transmit to your Lordships a copy of a letter from the Postmaster General of 

Canada, at present in London, inquiring whether it is intended to carry into effect next 
month the provisions of the contract with the Atlantic Royal Mail Company for the 
conveyance of mails once a fortnight by steam vessels to leave Galway alternately for 
New York and Boston, and I have to request that your Lordships will be pleased to 
inform me what answer you would wish to be given to this inquiry. 

I have, &c. 
The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. (Signed) ARGYLL. 

Enclosure in No.8. 

Mr. SmTlI, Postmaster General of Canada, to Mr. F. HILL. 

Sir, London, 14th May 1860. 
I l\h attention has just been called to a paragraph in the last Report of the Post Office Department in 
page 21, in which it is stated that ,. a contrad hds been concluded for giving an additional mail, once 
,. a fortniaht, to the United States and Canada, by means of packets to ply alternately between Galway 
" and Bo~ton, and Galway and New York. The service is to begin not later than next June." 

Mav I ask, therefore, if it is still the intention to carry out this proposition? 
. I have, &c. 

(Signed) SIDXEY SmTlf, 
F. Hill, Esq. Postmaster General of Canada. 

No.9. 
(S~,Sg~. ) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir General Post Office, <2.5th May 1860. 
REFE~RING to your letter of the 23d instant, relative to the survey of the steam ship 

"Connaugbt," I have to inform you that it will be necessary to inspect the hull 
and machinery of that vessel befOl:e tl,1ey are cl~sed. up; and I am. to request, the~e­
fore, that the Atlantic Royal M~Il Steam NavIgatlOlI Company WIll state when tne 
" Connaught" will be ready to be lllspected. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 10. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 26th May 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 23d 
instant (No. 3~,Sg2), inquiring when the ".Connaught" will be ready to be inspected, 
and I beg to refer you to my letter of l~th IIlstant, par. 1, in which it is stated that the 
" Connauaht" was on that day "lying at South Shields ready for inspection." 

I have ~lso to acquaint YOll, with a view to your causing such Government officers as 
you may deem neces.sary ~o be prese?,t, that I ha;,e ~his day received notice from the 
builders that the tnal trIp of the Connaught WIll take place from the Tyne on 
Monday the 4th June next. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

A 3 No. 11. 
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No. 11. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 28th May 1860. 

I HA~E the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Postmaster General, 
that the following steam ships belonging to this Company are now ready to have the mail 
and assorting rooms fitted up, viz., 

" Leinster" - At 1\1 essrs. Palmer, Brothers, and Co., N ewcastle-upon-Tyne. 

'VI " At Messrs. Samuelson and Co., Hu 1. , ster 
" Munster" } I 

The Directors wi1l feel obliged if you will have the goodness to cause the necessary 
instructions to he issued, as early as practicable, respecting the fitments required by the 
Post Office Department on board these ships, so that the builders may proceed with the 
work without delay. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office, 

London. 
(Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No. 12. 
(35,914.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOA TE. 

Sir, General Post Office, Q9th May 1860. 
IN reply to your letter of yesterday's date, I beg to inform you that Mr. Roberts, an 

officer of this department, has been instructed to proceed on Friday morning next, the 
1st June, to Hull and Newcastle, for the purpose of giving the necessary directions 
respecting the fitting of the mail and sorting rooms on hoard the Atlantic Royal Mail 
Steam Navigation Company's steam ships "Leinster," " M IInster," and" Dlster." 

1 am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F, HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No.13. 

Mr. ARBUTHNOT to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My Lord Duke. Treasury Chambers: 30th May 1860. 
ADVERTING to your Grace's letter of the 2Qd instant, I am desir'ed by the Lords 

Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to request your Grace to inform them what 
arrangements have been made for the conveyance of the mails to Canada and the other 
North American provinces with the Governments of those Colonies, and with the 
Canadian Steam Company, and how these arrangements will be affected by the com­
mencement of the Galway mail service; and also whether your Grace's department has 
any information as to the time when the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company 
will be prepared to commence their service, which, by the terms of the contract, is not 
to be later than the month of June next. 

The Postmaster General. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. ARBUTHNOT. 

No. 14. 
(566 L.) 

Mr. TILLEY to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 31st May 1860. 
WITH reference to your letter of the ~6th inst., 1 am directed by the Postmaster 

General to acquaint you that the Board of Trade will instruct their officers to make the 
requisite survey of the steamer "~onnaught," proposed to be employed in the mail 
service between Galway and the Umted States. 

T.he 
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The Postmaster General understands from your letter that the" Connaught'; will be 
in all respects completed and equipped, in accordance with the contract, on the day fixed 
for the trial trip. 

A. Boate, Esq., 
Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. TILLEY. 

No. 15. 
(571 L.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 1st June 1860. 
IN reply to your letter of the 4th ultimo, I have to inform you that the Postmaster 

General has decided that Tuesday shall be the day on which the packets of the Atlantic 
Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company shall leave Galway, Boston, and New York 
respectively, under the Company's contract dated the Qlst April 1859, and that the first 
packet shall leave Galway for New York on Tuesday the 26th instant, the second leaving 
Galway for Boston on Tuesday the 10th July, and so on, on every second Tuesday. 

On the homeward voyage, the Postmaster General fixes Tuesday the 17th July as the 
day for the first departure from New York for Galway, the second departure taking place 
from Boston on Tuesday the 31st July, and so on. 

The Duke of Argyll requests that the Company will make its arrangements accord­
ingly. 

An exchange of mails will take place between the Post Office at Galway and the United 
States Post Office on the commencement of this new packet service. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. 16. 

The POSTMASTER GENERAL to the TREASURY. 

My Lords, General Post Office, 5th June 1860. 
IN accordance with the request maJe in your letter of the 30th ultimo, I beg to inform 

you that the following are the arrangements now in force for the conveyance of the mails 
to Canada and the other North American provinces :-

First, as regards Canada: 
The Canadian mail packet leaves Liverpool for Quebec in summer and for Portland 

in winter every'Vednesday, and will in future call at Derry every Thursday for supple­
mentary mails. 

The Cunard packet leaves Liverpool for Boston and New York alternately every 
Saturday, and calls at Queenstown every Sunday for supplementary mails. 

All letters for Canada which are not specially marked by the writers to be otherwise 
sent are forwarded by the first packet of either of these two lines despatched after they 
are posted. 

Secondly, as respects the lower North American provinces: 
Letters for Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island are sent, as a 

rule, only by each alternate Cunard packet, viz., that calling at Halifax on its way to 
Boston. 

But any letter specially marked to be sent by way of the United States or by the 
Canadian packet would be so forwarded. 

The course pursued with regard to letters for Canada is in accordance with an under­
standing come to with the Canadian Post Office, but I am not aware that any arrangements 
on t~is subject have ever been made with the Governments or Post Offices of the lower 
provl11ces. 

This Department has had no communication whatever with the Canadian Mail Packet 
Company. 

When the new service from Galway comes into operation, I presume that it will be 
only right to send in the mails despatched from Galway all the letters for Canada which 
are in the Post Office at the time, and this will, no doubt, have the effect of reducing the 
number of letters sent by the Canadian mail packets. 

A 4 But 
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But I apprehend that the arrangem~nts for sending letter~ to the lower provinces wi!l 
be very slightly affected by the establishment of the new h~e from Galway, because It 
will only be when the packets are unable to call at St. John s, Newfoundland, that they 
will touch at Halifax; and letters landed at St. John's may suffer great delay before, they 
can be forwarded to their destination. Very few letters therefore for the several provmces 
are likely to be sent via Galway, 

As respects !he concluding inquiry in you~' letter, I beg to observe th,at I presum~, 
from letters whIch have been addressed to tIllS Department by the AtlantIc Roya! Mall 
Steam NaviO'ation Company, that they will be ready to commence the new serVIce by 
the end of fhis month. They have been very urgent in their requests that I would fix 
the days on which to despatch the American mails under the new contract, and r am 
about to name Tuesday, the ~6th instant, as the day for the first packet to leave Galway, 
the succeeding packets leaving on every alternate Tuesday. 

Tuesday the ~6th June being the last Tuesday in the month, is the latest day upon 
which the Company, under the provision of their contract, can commence the service; 
and if they are not fully prepared to start the first packet on that day, they will become 
liable to the stipulated penalty of .5001. for every twelve hours of delay. 

r have, &c. 
The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. (Signed) ARGYLL. 

No. 17. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Li.mited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 7th June 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Postmaster General, 
that Captain Robinson and 1\1r. Greer, of the Board of Trade, attended at Newcastle on 
the 6th instant, for the purpose of witnessing the trial trip of the Company's steam ship 
the" Connaught;" but owing to the tempestuous state of the weather on the north-east 
coast, it was deemed expedient to postpone the trial for a few days, until the weather is 
sufficiently moderate, when the Directors hope it will be convenient for the officers of the 
Board of Trade to attend. 

Due notice will be given of the day when the trial is to take place. 
r have, &c. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No. 18. 

Mr. LAING, M.P., to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My Lord Duke, Treasury Chambers, 8th June 1860. 
I AM desired by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to transmit for 

your Grace's information, with reference to the correspondence which has taken place 
upon the subject, the enclosed copy of a letter from the Directors of the Atlantic Royal 
Mail Steam Navigation Company, stating that they will be prepared to commence the 
North American mail service on the ~6th inst., and of their Lordships' Minute thereon 
of this day's date; and I am to state that the Committee on Mail Contracts havinO' 
expressed an opinion in favour of the inspection of mail steamers being made as a gener1i 
rille by Admiralty officers, it appears to my Lords desirable to have the vessels with 
which it is proposed to carry out the Galway cont.ract so inspected, and I am to request 
that your Grace w,ill cause tl~e necessary steps for this purpose to be taken without delay. 
My Lords also Wish to be mformed of the steps taken in regard to the inspection of 
the" Connaught." 

I am further to request that, as this contract is one of considerable importance, and 
the first which will be commenced since the transfer of contracts of this description from 
the Admiralty to the Post Office, your Grace wiIi be good enough to communicate with 
tbi~ Board as to ~uy applications which may be received Fr?m the contra.ctors, or any steps 
whIch may reqUIre to be taken uuder the contract until It has come mto complete and 
regular operation. 

lam 
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I am to add that my Lords will be prepared to m~lke any communication to the Board 
of Admiralty which your Grace may consider necessary or desirable. 

The Postmaster General, 
&c. &c. &c. 

Enclosure ?\ o. 1 in No. 18. 

1\11'. BOATE to Mr; L,\I:\C, M.P. 

I have, &c. 
( Signed) S. LAI:,,'G. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Nayigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, lO, Call110n ~treet, E.C., London, 6th June 1860. 

I HAVE the honom to acknowledge the receipt of ~'(;ur l'ommnni(Aion of the 2d instant, addressed to 
the Directors of this Company, intimating that the Lords Commi~sioners of Her Majesty's Treasury 
are about to submit to the House of Commons an estimate for the amount required for the ensuing 
year for the payment which will become due under the contract between Her Majesty's Government 
and this Company; and I am instrueted to acqnaint yon, for the information of their I~orcbhips, that 
the_trial trip of the ::;team "hip" Connanght" "ill tak" place from the Tync to-molTo\Y, at which the 
Governmf'l1t inspectors are to be present: and that the Company 'Iill be prepared to commence 
the North American sen-icc on the date fixed by Her Majc.-;ty's Postmaster General, yiz., on the 
~6th instant. 

I have, &ce. 
S. Laing, Esq., M.P., 

H. M. Treasury. 
(Signed) A. Bo,\ TE, Secretary. 

Enclosure No. ~ in No. 18. 

COpy of TRK\.,>URY IvII)JuTE, dated 7th June 1860. 

WRITE to the Directors of the Atlantic Royal Mail ~team Na,igation Company that it it: provided 
by their contract that the stipulated fortnightl y serricL' "shall commence not later than the month of 
" June ls60," "by means of a sufficient number of good, substantial, and efficient steam vessels, each 
" and every of such vessels to be of not less than :::,000 tons, builders' measurement, and always supplied 
" with first-rate appropriate steam engines, of not less than 400 horse power;" "to be, in all respects, 
" as to engines, equipments, engineers, ollicers, and crew, subject in the first instance, and from time 
" to time and at all times aftcrwards, tn thc approyal of the said Commissioners," &1'. of the Admiralty, 
whose inspectors" shall have power to have all such vessels and engines tried in whatever manner they 
" may at any time or times think fit, and to take whatever steps they may deem e'~pedient to satisfy 
" themselves of the fitness of each vessel in every respect for the said service before the ycssel 
" commences the same." 

State that what my Lords require to know before sllbmitting an e,timatl' to Parliament for this 
service is, \\"hetber the contractors arc in a po~ition to commence alld continu(' regularly the service in 
the manner prescribed, and within the term ~Jlecified by the contract, and that for this purpose it is 
essential to know what vessels, in addition to the" Conn<wght "are destined for the service, and at 
what time they will be ready for inspection. 

No. 19. 
(SQ,SL)Q.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. LAING, M.P. 

Sir, General Post Office, 8th June 1860. 
\VITH reference to the perscDCll communication I had with you yesterday at the 

Treasury, I am directed by the P,)stmaster General to request that YOll will lay before 
the Lords Commissioners o~' ~~Ie TreaslIl), th,e acc,ompanying l~tter'X' from the S~cretary 
of the Atlantic Royal Mad ;)tcam NaVIgatIOn Company, statlllg that, for the reasons 
given, it has been f(lUnd necessary to defer, for a few days, the trial of the Company's 
first steamer the" Connaught." 

His Grace begs to be informed whether it is the wish of their Lordships that, when 
the day for the trial has been finally deciclel~, upon, ,he shall request the Board of 
Admiralty to ca,llse the surver,-!o be mllcle by officers of that Department, instead of' by 
the surveyors of the Board of I rade. 

S. Laing, Esq., M.P., Treasury. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. HILL. 

"* See Letter No. 17. 
(132. ) B No. ~O. 
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No. QO. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam NaviL!ution Company (Limited), 
Sir 10, Cannon Street, E.C., Lonclon, 8th J llne 1860. ~==--~~ 

THE ~Iay appointed in the present month for the despatch. of the Newfoundland ma~ls 
heinO'the '2.3d instant I have the honol!r to request you will be so good as to submit, 
i()r the consideration ~f the Postmaster General, whether the transmission of these mails 
may not be delayed until the 26th instant, the clay fixed by ~be Post Office Department 
for the sailing of the Company's ship witb the New York malls. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretarr, General Post Office. (SigneJ) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No. Q1. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. LAING, M.P. 

Sir, General Post Office, 9th June 1860. 
I 1\:\1 directed by the Postmaster General to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 8th instant, enclosing the copy of one from the Directors of the Atlantic Royal 
Mail Steam Navigation Company, in which it is stated that the Company will be prepared 
to cOlllmence the North American mail service on the 26th instant, und enclosing also a 
copy d" a Treasury Minute, dated the 7th instant, on the wbject of that mail I;ervice. 

The instructions contained ill the letter just received, al1tiwer the question put in the 
letter which was addressed to YOLI from this Department yesterday, and the Postmaster 
General has accordingly requested the Admiralty to cause an inspection of the 
"Connaught" to he made by their officers. 

It seems desirable that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury should inform not 
only the Admiralty, but also the Board of Trade of the decision to which they have 
come respecting the survey of the vessels. 

"With reference to the desire expressed by the Lords Commissioners that the Post~ 
master General will communicate to them any application which may be received from 
the contractors up to the time when the contract shall come into complete and regular 
operation, I am directed to acquaint YOLl, for the illtormatiotl of their Lordships, that 
lVIr. "~eir, the general manager of the Company, called here yesterday, and stated that 
the Company were anxious to obtain permi~sion not to despatch a steamer to l\ ewfound­
Jand, under their first or colonial contract, on the 23d instant (the day on which it 
should in the ordinary course depart), but to carry the Newfoundland mail to St. John 
by their first steamer to ~ ew York, on the -i6th instant. 

Mr. 'reir was informe(1 that there did !Jot appear to be much objection to the 
proposed course, but that if it were sallctioned the Company would, it was to be 
presumed, forego payment for the trip. He observed, that if that portion of the subsidy 
which was provided from Imperial funds was withheld the Company must submit, but that 
he hoped tilat the ClJlonial Government would be left to exercise its discretion as to the 
payment of the remainder, in which case he had no doubt that payment would be made. 

In the course of the conversation it appeared that Mr. Weir was of opinion that the 
Company was not bound to convey mails to or from Newfoundland under the second 
contract, and when he was toid that the wording of the contract clearly provided for 
mails being delivel:ed and received at every port to which the Company's vessels 
proceeded, or at willch they called or touched, he stated that such was not the interpre­
tation put upon the c?n~ract. either by the C?mpany or the Treasury. 

Not h~lVll1.g an? mtlmatlOll from the 1.reasllry that any ?th.er than ~he ordinary 
constrnctlOn IS to be put UPOI! the" clause~ I~ the contract re[errll1g to thIS point, the 
P.ostmaster Geller~l concludes that 111 r. 'Y e~r IS under some misapprehension, and unless 
1m Grace hean; from the Lords COIl1~lIss.lO~ers to the contrary, the notice which has 
been drawn lip (copy enclosed), wherem It IS stated that mails tram Newfoundland will 
be forwan;sd by these vessels, will be issued about the 17th instant. 

S. Laing, Esq., M.P., Trea.3llry. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. HILL. 

----~ 
--~ .. ~----

Enclosure in 1\0. 21. 

~IAILS for C .. \NAD.I., :0~EwFouNDLXKD, and the UNITED STATES from GALWAY. 

HER .~\la.i~5ty's Go~.ernment hayil1~ entered .into a contract with the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam 
1\<!'JgatlOl1 Company wr the conveyance of malls once a fortnight between Galway and the United 

States, 
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States, mails will be made up in London on the eyening of 1\1:onday the 25th imtanj-, and 011 the e,-ening 
of every alternate Monday, and forwarded to Galway, to be despatched on tIll' following day to their 
destination. 

The packets will proceed alternately to Xew York and to Boston, and will call (hath on the oubYard 
and home,,-ard yoyages) at St. John's, Newfoundland. 

All letters, kc. for the United States, Canada, or ~p'.\foundlancl, ,,-hich are posted in time, will be 
forwarded in these mails. 

As letters for other British Colonies in America ,,,ould, if sent by these ]la..]-;('t.-;, be landed in K ew­
foundland, from which the communication with Halifax, &c. is only fortnightl,l- in summer and monthly 
in winter, no letters for those other Colonies will be forwarded from Galway unless specially directed 
to that effeet. 

The first homeward ]>ack('t of thi" line will Ie aye New York on Tuesday the 17th July, and will be 
due at Galway on the nth Jul)'. 

The next will lean' Boston on Tuesday the 31st July, and will be due at Galway on the lOth 
August. 

No.22. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. LAING, M.P. 

Sm, General Post GAlce, ] '2tl1 J lIne 1860. 
'YITH reference to my letter of the 9th installt, I am directed h.r the Postmaster 

General to acq uaint you, for the information of the Lords Commis'lioners of the Treasury, 
that he has since referred, for the opinion of the Solicitor of this Departmellt, the con­
tract made on tl:c 21st April 1859 with the Atlantic Royal Steam Navig'<1tion Company, 
and more particularly the clause 'which is marked in red ink in the accompanying copy, 
with respect to the obligation on the part of the Company, under that contract, to convey 
mails to ,lllCl from St. JOhll'S Newfoundland; and enclosed is a copy of 111'. Peacock's 
opinion, <lchi"ing that the Company can be required to cOllvey mails {i'om Galway to St­
John's, Newfoundland, as well as from St. John's to New York or Boston, on the outward 
voyage, and to convey mails from New York or Boston to St. John's, and mails from St. 
John's to Galway 011 the return voyage. 

The Postmaster General will be glad to receive, as early as possible, instructions on this 
point from the Lords Commissioners 0(' the Treasury, that the notice proposed to be 
isslled on the subject of the mails to be transmitted by the new line of packets from 
Galway, alld a copy of which notice was submitted in my letter of the gth instant above 
referred to, may he definitivt'ly settled. 

His Grace will leave it to their Lordships to communicate or not with the Admiralty, 
as they may think proper. 

I have, &c. 
S. Laing, Esq., T\I.P., Treasury. (Signed) F. HILL. 

Enclosure in ~o. '20:. 

Copy of REPORT of the SOLICITOR to the PO~T OFFIn:. 

12th June 1860. 
By the contract the Company agree that the vessels employed in the conveyance of Her l\Jajesty's 

mails shall, both on the outward and homeward voyages, eall at ~t. John's, Newfoundland, or in the 
event of any of the vessels being prevented reaching St. John's, th('n the vc~,,('l~ shall call at Halifax, 
Nova Scotia; and the Company shall convey in the ~aid vcssels to and frum and ('<lllSt.) to be delivered 
and reeeived at each of the posts or places at which the said vessels are to proceed, call or touch, in 
performanee of the contract, all such of H('r Majesty's mails, passengers, and tdegraphic messarres as 
shall have to be delivered or received at such plaee respectively. 0 

I am of opinion, therefore, that the Company can be required to convey mails from Galway to St. 
John's, as well as from St. John's to New York or Boston, on the outward voyage, and to eonvey mails 
from New Yor.k or Boston to St. John's, a~d ma~ls from St. John's to Galway on the return voyage. 

I would adVIse, however, that the questIOn raised by the Company should be communicated to the 
Admiralty, as the tender for the service, or the correspondence relating to it, may show clearly what 
the intention was on the subject. 

(Signed) M. B. P. 

No. !ZS. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 1 '2th J line 1860. 
WITH reference to an inquiry made personally at this office yesterday by Mr. Weir 

and Mr. Vallance, on behalf of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, I am 
B 2 directed 
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d'. t d by tIle Postmaster General to acquaint you that, if it is proposed by the Company 
1l ee e, k I . J t' I ()~ I . . . 

tl t · > o"t/1 "'l' vessel than the "ConnallO'ht" shall to. e t 1e mal S 0 tde "':"lIt 1 Instant, It IS 
10. dLV L , • ..,. I' I I . I' I I I 

absolutely necessary that the na111.e of :,[lch vessel.~ll1d the port at w llC 1 S 1e IS yIng S lOLlI( 

be furthwith communicated to tim Department, I~ order that a. p.roper survey may be 
made, and th~lt thl' Postmastt'r GeneI:al may be satIsfied that ~h.e IS III all respects fit to be 
employed in this sen·ice, and that, WIth reference to the conditions of the contract he can 

. accept her. ." . 
Tbis Dcpartment 11:1S been led to bel1eve th,lt the mads of the 5Z6th were to be earned 

by the " ('onnaught," aile! any proposal to employ another vessel ought to have been 
made before this. 

In t1w c\'el1t of the ., Conll:1tlght "being' offered for the conveyance, it is necessary 
tint the completion of her survey should be proceeded with at once, that the Postmaster 
General may decide whether he \vil! accept iJer or not. 

I am, &c. 
,\ p(J"tc' I~~(l ,/..."1. .:..-) (..I, , ~~ • (Signed) F. HILL. 

1\] r. Do.\. TE to the SEcRETAln to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal .r.Iail Steam ~:l\'igation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 12th JlIne 1860. 

I~ reply to your c011lm\111ic~ltioll of this day'" datl', I Iwve the iJonour to acquaint you 
that tile steam sllip "llarana," of '2,7S0 ton", and 800 horse power, now lying at 
Southamptun, will be ready to take the :..'ew York mails from Galway on the 26th 
instant. 

\\,ith reference to your ob~ervations respectillg' the "Col111aught," I have already 
informeLl YOll that the COIlIP:l1ly hope to submit her for :l trial trip ill a few days: and it 
will be perfectly possible to start tbat ~hip fIJI' Alllerica on the Q0th instant, if the Post 
Oilice <ulthOlities so order it, 

But the Directors do !lot c01lsider that it would be satisfactory to send to sea this 
perfectly new ship if the opportunity call be permitted of having more trials. 

I l1a\'e, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Sigued) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No. 25. 

?Ilr. F. HILL to Mr. L-\IKG, l'I1.P. 

Sir, Gencr:d Post Office, 1 Qth June 1860. 
THE stil)ubtion in the contract with the Atlantic HopI Mail Steam NavjO'ation 

• to 
Company that the vessels ~hail call at St. .Jol!n'~, Kewfoulldbncl, unless prevented makiJ1(~ 
that port, to the sati,,;f~lctiol1 of the officer ill charge of mails, 0)' stress of weather or othe~ 
unavoidable caLise, appears to the l'o:-,tmaster Gelleral to render it important to place 
Admiralty agents on board those p~lckeb, and to employ in this service only the most 
acti\'c and trustworthy. 

H is Grace propo~~s therefore, to request Captain Patey, the packet saperintenclent at 
SOllthampton, to select for the Gal\\'av line four of the best agents now serving under his 
orders; and considerillg' .that their duties will be more than ordinarily arduolls and respon­
sible, he requests authollty to pay to each, while so employed, an additional allowance at 
the rate of fifty pounds a year, besides the expenses of their removal from Southampton 
to Galway. 

Captain Patey is of opinion that, if this be done, i~ will be unnecessary to appoint a 
supermtendent of. packet~ at Gal\\'~1)', and thus a conSiderable expense will be saved. 

The course, whIch, subject to th~ appro\'~ll of the Trea~ury, it is proposed to pursue is, 
that the AdnJll'alty agents on the Galway lll1e ~hall contll111e to be under the orders of 
Captain Patey, and that he shall visit G~d\\'ay from time to time to inspect the ships and 
to see that all the arrangements are \,yorking sati1lf:lctorily. 

S. Laing, Esq., M.P., Treasury. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 26. 
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No. 26. 

~l1r. LAING, M.P., to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My Lord Duke, Treasury Chambers, l.'3th June IS60. 
I A;\I commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majestj '" Treasllry to acknow­

ledge receipt of 1\Jr. Hill's ldters, d~lted the Dtll and 1'2tl1 insttllt respectively. 
In reply to Mr. Hill's question respecting' the conn~\'ancc of mails to \'c\\'foLlI1c1bnd 

under the contract with the Atlantic H()\'~I Mail Ste:ll~1 Savigation Company, which is 
about to come into operatioll, I :.1111 to illform YOll that their Lordships are lJut prepared 
to issue fmtller instructions with rcp;ar,l to that contr:lct until they have received more 
precise inf\)rmatioll as to the ability of the Company to fulfil the obligations which they 
have entered into. 

Under these ci rCll III stan ces, thei r Lord sh i ps can not assent to ;\1 r. \r ei r's proposal for 
sending the ~~eWf0lll1dlal1d mails by the first steamer under the new contract; and 1 am 
to requcst that YOllr Grace ";ill iidorm the Company that th('~\~ must despatcll a steamer 
to ~e\\'t~)Lllldland ill ordinary COur~l', under their first Oi' colonial contract, Oil the Q3d 
instan t. 

I have, &c. 
The Postmaster General. (Signed) S. LAI~G. 

;\'0. ':27. 
(38,916.) 

,\1 r. F. II ILL to 1\1r. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Ofilce, l.'3th June 18GO. 
IN repiy to the request made in your letter of the ~Jth insbnt, that the Atbntic 1{0yal 

.Mail Steam J:\avigation Comrany may be permitted to despatch 110 packet fi'om Galway 
on the Q3u instant \\ith the 11,ails for ~~e\\'foundland, but that those mails may be carried 
by the first steamer appointed to be cle~patchccl, under the new contract, on the '.!{ith 
instant, I am directed by tlte Postm:l,.;t.r::r General to inform you that 11 er Majesty's 
Government cannot agree to the proposal. 

A steamer must be despatched {i'Oill lJ:lhyay on the Q.kl instant in the orclin:lry course. 
I am to request that you will forthwith fmllish me with the name of the packet to be 

provided for the purpose. 
I am) &c. 

A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 
Atlantic Uoyal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. 28. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETAIlY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic ROTll l\1ail S(-eam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Canllon Street, E.C., London, lSth June 18(jU. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Idter ot' this (by's date, and, agreeably with 
the requirement of Her l\1,0e .... ty's GoVerlll11Cllt, tile Directors wiil be prepared to despatch 
the" Golden Fleece" from Galway Oil the <"?,'Jd imlant, in the ordinary course, \vilh Her 
Majesty's mails on board, under the NewfoLlndland contract. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOA1'£, Secretary. 

No. 20. 
(6'29 L.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, Hth .June 1860. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 1 '2th instant, informil~g me that the steam ship 

"Parana," now lying at Southampton, will be ready to take the New York mails from 
Galway on the 26th, instant, 1 am direct€~ by the Post~11a~ter Ge~ler.al t? req~Jest that YOll 

will state to the Directors of the AtlantiC Hoyal Mall Steam l'\avigatwn Company that 
~he rate of speed which was required by the W cst India ma:1 cOlltract previoLls to March­
last, that is, during the time qle" Parana" was employed in that service, was less than 

B 3 that 



1 1 . I tl ssels of the Atlantic Ro)'al Mail Steam Navigntion Company must t lat W llC I 1e ve '... Ili.'·j d 
. c. til'ir service in the stJI)lilatecl tlllle, ~:i1l1 tiJat llevert 112 eS5 she ILll e attaw to perlol In C '. •••••• 

on several occasions to dell\'er the mads wlth111 the contl2ct tIme. " 
The PostmaSlC:'r General cannot, therefore, accept the "l~arcma for. the ~onveyance of 

the mails of the Qutll instant, and he requests that. the Company \~Ill, wl~hout further 
delay, take such steps as are necessary for c~111l11enc1l13, ~t the. appoll1t~d tllr:e, the Ilew 
Galway service with a vessel able to perform It, ,mel agreeIllg WIth the stIpulatIons of the 

con tract. I " I ) I' I h The l1:1me of \\'hate\'er vessel (whether the "Connallg It or any ot ler w llC 1 t e 
Company may determine to offer for the approval of th.e POc;tm:1ster Ge.neml, mllst at once 
be re]wrted the time for the necessar)' survey, &c. bell1g already too sllOrt. , I n am, ",c. 

A. Boate. Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic HopI Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

1\0. SO. 

1\1r. F. HrLL to ~1r. L.'IJt\'G, M.P. 

Sir, General Post Office, 14th June 1860. 
'VlTH reference to my previolls letters respecting the contract for the new mail 

service from Galway, which should CO\llmence this month, ancI to your letter of the 8th 
in"tal1t requesting t'he Postmaster General to commtll:icate to the Lords Commissioners 
of the Trt'asllrY any applications which might be rec:1Ved from th.e contractor~ be!ore the 
contract !tad come into complete and regubr operatIon, I am chrected by hiS Grace to 
transmit, for the inf(wmation of the Lords Commis~ioners, the accompanying copies of 
correspondence :,: with the Atlantic Royal l\lail Steam Navigation Compan.r. on the 
suhject of the desire of the Company to employ a steamer called the" Parana for the 
conveyance of the mail of the 26th instant to .:\ ew York. 

I have, $:.c. 
Samuel L~lillg, Esq., M.P., Treasury. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No. D]. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECIl.ET;\RY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal l\Iail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, l41th J lIne 1860. 

I A~l in receipt of ,rom letter of this day's date, informing the Directors that the 
Po!'tlllaster General cannot accept the" Parana" for the conveyance of the mails from 
Ga!w'ly to A Illerica on the 2Gth mstant. 

I am desired b'y the Directors of the Company respectfully to call the attention of the 
Postmaster General to the circumstances of this case, trusting that a reconsideration of 
the matter will com'ice hilll that the "Parana" is a vessel coming strictly and entirely 
within the terms of the contract which this Company has entered into with Her 
M 'ljO,ty's Government, ane! that the placillg of this vessel at the disposal of the 
Postm<l~ter Gt'neral will be a full ane! complete performance of the obligation imposed 
UPOIl the COlllpany. 

I beg perl1li~sion to remind the Postmaster General that by the contract entered into 
by this Company a class of vessels is required of extraordinary steam po\ver andlarae 
tonnage, ane! a very short period was named for the commencement of the contra~t, 
ba\ iug: regard to the Company's intention to build new steam vessels of maO'nitude 
sufficient to carry out the contract satisfactorily. b 

The Directors did not, however, limit themselves to the steam power and tonnaae 
mentioned in the cOlltract,. but proceeded to construct vessels of nearly double the hOI~e 
power, and of upwards of 1,000 tons greater tonnage than actually required under the 
terms of the contract. 

It was. the ~lltentio~ ?f th.e Company to pla~e one of' the new ships, the" Connaught," 
on t.be Il11e 10r trl~e ~()th 1I1stant, [JIlt lJavmg regard to an arrangement made for 
sendmg her to h.lI1gstown Harbour bef~re proceeding to her station at Galway, and 
for other reasons, the Company were anxIOUs to place the "Parana" upon the lil1e for 
the 26th. 

* See Letters Nos. 23, 24, and 29. 

The 
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The refusal of the Postma:'lter General to accept the "Parana " will therefore cause 
in,COnVe!lience to t11:, arrallgernel:ts in conternpbtion ,and pr~bably injury to the interests 
o! the Company. Stl,ll, as the Directors have determll1ed, wIthollt regard to cost, conve­
mence, or other considerations, fully and faithfully to discharge the obligatiolls imposed 
upon them by the contract, ancI to carry out the service in a manner satisfilctorv to the 
Postmaster General, they will J)bce the "Connauuht" on the station for the ~6th -'instant 
'f' f . b , 
1 , a tel' a perusal of' the following observations, and a reconsideration of the l1Iatter the 
Postn~~~ster General, should ~till object to the" Parana" being despatched on that day. 

1. 1 he contract IS a penal conlract as regards the Company. 
2. That the first clause of th~ contract defines tIle cbss of vessels required for the 

performance of the contract, namely, \'essels of ~,OOO tons, builders measLlremellt, and 
4.50 horse power; but there is no requirement as to the speed of' the vessels. 

S. The" Parana," is :3,075 tons, builders measurement, and 800 horse power. 
4·. The Directors theref()rc ~il1bmit that all that is required is that they should submit 

for the approval of the G uvernmcnt a vessel of the 'l)Ower and tonnao'e defined by tbe 
~ . 

contract and properly C(lltipped. 
5. The" Parana" has llerctotore been employed in the Government service as a mail 

steam ship. She has latcly been in dock, and has undergone a thorough uverhauling 
and repair, cmd has recei\'ed the llsual cl'rtificatC's ac; to her equipment and efficiency. 

6. \Vhatever may ha\'e bccn her perform~1t1ces on SOlllC special occasions in the \Vest 
India mail senice, in \v!:ich she was employ,~d, the Directors submit that her average 
speed at the deep IO:lc1 line indicates sufficiellt to justily the helief that she will fully mid 
efficilClltly perform the service required of this Company within the time spccified, as the 
light draught of water occasioned by a diminished amount of freight, anci the much 
smaller quantity of coals she ",ill have to carry, renders the circumstances not at all 
parallel. 

7. Tile Royal Mail Company have forwarded to tiS the logs of two vo.pgcs of the 
"Parana" last year, fi'om '.rilich we find that, although said to be heavily laden aile! with 
about 1,.300 tons of coal Oll board, ber speed \Va; above that required to enable the 
Company to fulfil this contract. But when we COil sider the lighter cargo she will have, 
and that she will carry only about 800 tons of coals, it is beyond all doubt that :.he will 
be enabled to perform the service most satisfactorily. 

8. \Vhatever may be the rate of' speed, as the contract is a penal contract, the question 
does 110t arise until the end of the vopge, when the Company will have to pay the 
penalty for f~lilure to deliver the mails within the time mentioned in the table, should 
such a contingency happen. 

UncleI' these circu mstances, I al11 i nstrllcted 011 be half of the Directors again respectfully 
to submit that the" Parana" should be accepted for the conveyance of the mails on the 
~oth instant. 

The Directors have ordered the" Connaught" round to Southampton for inspection 
and trial, and she will be there 011 Wednesday morning, the '20th i!}stant. But the 
Directors would add, that if the "Coonilught" be not sent to Kingstown, the omission 
would undoubtedly cause great dissatisf~lction and discontent in Ireland, and she cannot 
be sent there if she has to take the mails on the 26th instant. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No.3Q. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. LAING, M.P. 

Sir, General Post Office, 15th June 18Go. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 8th instant, stating that in consequence of'the 

Committee of the House of Commons on Contract Packets having expressed an opinion 
in favour of' the inspection of mail steamers being made, as a general rule, by Admiralty 
officers, it appeared to the Lords Commissioners of Her (.1~0esty's Treasury desirable that 
the vessels of' the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, with which it is 
proposed to carry i:lto effect the Gal:vay contract, shol~ld be, so inspected; I am. eli,rected 
by the Postmaster Ge~leral t~ tral1Sn,lIt to ~'Oll, to b,e lewl ~efore the Lords COmI1llS~101lers, 
a copy of a letter re~elved tins elay from ttJ~ Achm,ralty (1l1 replf to the Jetter wntten to 
that Board, req~lestll1g that the sU~'vey, of th~ firs.t of .tile, Comp<lIIY? ~te~1l11erS, the 
" ConnauO'ht," mJO'ht be made by their officers), 111 winch tillS Department IS ll1iol'med tiJat 
the Lords

b 
of the Admiralty consider that it would be unsatisfactory for the survey of a 

ship commenced by the oflicers of' one Department to be completed by those of another, 
B 4 and 



( 16 ) 

1 1 I l!! f tl e BO,'11'd of Trade have commenced the survev of the anc t 1at as t 1e olllcers 0 1 .I 

'J " I ' L 1 I ' tl' k l't \"OLllel be· desinole tlJat the same officers should " Connallg 1t, t lelr on SlIpS 11n' <V 

complete it. " . . 
The Postmaster General WIll be glad to he mformed whether the ~orc1s C:ommlsslOners 

of the Treasury approve of this course, and whether he :;,ha1l commUl1lcate with the Board 
of Trade accordingly. 

I have, &c. 
S. Laing, Esq" 1\1. P., Treasury. (Signed) F. HILL. 

Enclosure 111 No. 32. 

!Vlr. nO~1 AINE, C.B. to the SECRET,\RY to the P()~T OFFI!'E. 

Sir Admiralty, 14th June 1860. 
WIT c; referencl' to yom letter of the 12th inst~nt, and its endosnre, ret~tiye to the survey of the, steam 

H'~sl'l "Conn;l'l~·ht," jll'Ilp"""d !o be employed III th2 com-eyance of mads, under the cOlltra~t ,wIth the 
Atlantic n"Yal '.lail Steam l\'avigation Company, I ani commanded by my Lords CommISSIOners of 
the Admiralty to '1I'!]l\aint YOII, (or the information of the Postmaster General, that they consider it 
would be llM'ati,±':!r-tIllV for' the Slln'e~r of a ~hip commenced by the offi,'crs ()f one Drpartment to be 
completed by tho~(' of 'another, thereh~c causing, the reol:onsibility:,o be ~lividecl, a~1d as t,he otlieers of the 
Board of Tradp haH~ ('OlllmeIH'ec! the ~llrn'Y of the "lonnaught, theIr LordshIps tlunk It would be 
desirable that the ,allll' otli.l'('r:-; should l'ollll'll'te it. 

I am, S:c. 
The Sl'crctal'Y, General Post Ol1in·. (Signed) W. G. RO~L\.IXE. 

No.33. 

Mr. STEPHENSON to the POSTMASTER GE="ERAL. 

My Lord Duke, Treasury Chambers, 16th J LIne 1860. 
I AM desired by the Lords Comillissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to state that, 

under the circum~tallces detailed in your Grace's Report ot the 15th instant, it appears to 
my Lords that there is no alternative bllt to complete the survey of the A tlantic Royal 
Mail Steam Packet Company's ship" Conn3ugbt" under the officers of the Board of 
Trade, and their Lonbhips are, therefore, pleased to authorize the necessary communica­
tion being addressed to that Dcpartrnent accordingly. 

I have, &c. 
The Postmaster General, (Signed) W. H. STEPHENSON. 

No. 34. 
«(jQ!J L.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE, 

Sir, General Post Office, 16th June lSCo. 
WITH reference to yom letter of the 14th instant, I am directed by the Postmaster 

General to request that YOLl will state to the Directors of the Atlantic J{,oyal Mail Steam 
Navigation Company that his Grace sees no reason to alter the dt'cision c~l1\'eyed to you 
ill my letter of the same date, respecting the proposed despatch by the" Parana" of the 
mails f())' New York of the 2(ith instant. 
. T~le Jat~ness of ~he application made in this m~tter is of itself sufficient to prevent 
lIlqlllry be1l1g made Into all the statements advanced 111 your letter; but 1 am to observe 
that the Pos~l11aste~' General ca~lTIot awe~ in tbe opinion expressed, that the" Parana" is 
a vessel comIng stnc!l), and entIrely W1tIlln the terms of the contract which the Com . 
hlas el!1tere~ i~tol \\,j~)1 Her .Majesty's Gove~'11l11ent, and that the placing of that vesfecinIt 
t le, C ISposc: 0 t 1e ostmaster General \\'Ill be a full and complete performance of the 
oblIgatIOn Imposed lIpon the Company. 

I am to remind you that every vessel proposed to be emploved lilldel'tl t, t 
d I ii' I f' , ' .I le con lac 

must, un er t 1e , rst calise 0 tne, contract, be 111 all respects slll~ect to the approval of 
the Postmaster General (now tak1l1g the place of the Board of Admil'alt 'I' t t 'I ).1 I ' yillespec 0 
mal contracts ; anu as t 1e Circumstances mentioned in your letter do n t t' f h· 
Grace that the" Parana," which, as alreadv stated to vou frequently f: 'I dO dsa !S y thIS 

I }' "',.I .I' • a! e u1'1nO" e 
last y~ar to (e Iver her ?lads wltbll1 the tune allowed by tbe West India contract, :ould 
perf 01 m the new service between Galwav Newfoundhnd anlJ N Y k' h . I d . d I .I' c, I ew or m t e 
stlpu ate peno, le cannot consent to the employment of that vessel. 

The 
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The ~ostm~ste.r General dissents from the view which the Directors appear to entertain, 
~hat theIr obhgatlO~ls w?uld be met by the mere payment of the penalties which might be 
Incur.red for over-tllne In the voyage. Even if the" Parana" were three days beyond 
hel' ~lme, the ~enalty would. only amount to 600t., whereas the proportionate part of tbe 
subsidy for a smgle voya~e IS ~,500l., leaving a balance ill favour of the Company of 
gOal., and that for a serVIce which would be nearly if not wholl)' useless since tbe chief 

'1 " , mal S, at least, which the" Parana" \ .. 'ould carry would under the circumstances men-
tioned, arrive later, probably, than if sent by the f~llowin; packet namelv that despatched 
on the next day (Wednesday) from Southampton. b , " , 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

No.35. 

Mr. WEIR to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Sir, 18th June 1860. 
THE scre\~ steamer :' Golden Fleece," of London, '2,768 tons reg-ister, Captain 

Campbell, bewg the Sillp appointed to sail with Her Majesty's mails of '-2:3cl instant 
from Galway for St. John's, Newfoundland and ;\lew York, I have the honour to request 
you will calise a certificate to be isslled exempting that ship from the operation of the 
Passenger Act, from and after the ~2.3d instant, uncleI' the bond given by tili" Company, 
dated ~~d J lIne 185g. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. l\I . WEIR. 

No.36. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECHETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

A tlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company (Limited), 
Sir, 10, Cannon Stre~t. KC., London, 18th J LIne 18GO. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of' your letter of the 16th instant, and have ollly to 
express regret that his Grace the Postmaster General bas not yet decided to accept the 
" Parana" as one of' the vessels under this Company's contract. 

As, however, reference is made to the lateness of the application with respect to this 
vessel, I am directed to state that the" Connaught" will be placed on the station for the 
~6th, and I have only to urge upon the Postmaster General a reconsideration of my letter 
of the 14th instant, in order that the" Parana" may be placed lIpon the line for the lath 
July. 

The Directors would again refer to the facts that the" Parana" is 800 horse power and 
upwards of 3,000 tons mea.suren~ent, and h~r aver~ge rate of spe~d fully justifies ~~e COIl­

fident assurance that she will delIver the malls at New York wlthm the tune speCIfied. 
I may, however, call your attention to this fact, that as the second despatch of mails on 

the 10th July will be to Boston, and as upon that voyage the distance is less, and the 
time-table al!o\vs more time than for the voyage to >Jew York, the Directors submit 
with confidence that no possible objection can be made to the" Parana" being at once 
accepted for the mail departure of'the 10th July from Galway to Boston. 

The" Parana" has already been sent round to Galway, where she will be open to 
inspection and survey by the officers of Her Majesty's Government at any time. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No. 87. 
(618 L.) 

]\'.1r. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir General Post Office, 20th June 1860. 
I AM 'directed by the Postmaster General to acquaint YOll, for the information of the 

Directors of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, that, notwithstanding 
the transfer of the control of the contract mail packets fi .. om the Admiralty to the Post 
Office, it has been decided that aU orders for passages by the contract packets for Govern-

(1892.) C ment 
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ment officers and for the conveyance of naval and military stores shall continue to be 
issued to the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company through the Department 
of the Controller of Transport Services. 

The Postmaster General requests that these orders may be complied with, as if they 
had emanated from this Department. 

I am, &c. 

A. Boate, Esq., 
Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

(Signed) F. HILL. 

(657 L.) 
No.38. 

Mr. l:f. HILL to Mr. ·WEIR. 

Sir, General Post Office, 21st June 1860. 
IN compliance with the request made in your Jetter of: the 18th ins.tant, I am direct~d 

by the Postmaster General to transmit to you a certificate exemptmg the stearn slllp 
" Golden Fleece" (which is about to carry the mails from Gal way to Newfoundland) 
from the operations of the Passengers Act. 

I am, &c. 
A. M. \Veir, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No,39. 
Mr. F. HILL to Mr, BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, c.:?lst June 1860. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 1st instant, informing YOll th~!t the Postmaster 

General had decided that the first p;2cket to be despatched under the contract concluded 
with the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company on the 21st April 1859 should 
leave Galway for New Y orkon Tuesday the 26th instant, and that the succeeding packets 
should leave Galway on every alternate Tuesciay, I um directed by the Postmaster 
General to request that you will state to the Directors that his Grace has fixed 3 p.m. 
as the hour at which the packets shall take their departure from Galway. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

(660 L.) No. 40. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 
Sir, General Post Office, ~1 st June 1860. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Postmaster General your further letter of the 
18th instant, respecting the employment of the steamer" Parana " in the conveyance of 
mails from Galway, under the contract entered into by the Atlantic Royal Mail 
Steam Navigation Company on the 21st April 1859. 

In offering this vessel for the second mail, viz., that w hieh is to be carried to Boston 
on July the lOth, you state, that, as the distance from Galway to Boston is less than the 
distance to New York, while the time allowed is greater, the Directors submit with 
co.nfiden~e that no possible objection can be made to the" Parana" being employed on 
tlns serVIce. 

In ~eference to this remark 1 am directed by the Postmaster General to request that 
you will call the attention of the Directors to a point which they seem to have overlooked. 
Although the cOIl~rac~ allows m.ore time for the complete voyage when the packet goes 
to Boston.' the ~bh.gatI.on to delIver telegraphic messages at St . .J ohn's, Newfoundland, 
or at Ha.hfax, WIt?ll1 SIX d~ys from the time of the vessel leaving Galway, still remains; 
and as Ius Gr~ce JS not satls.fied that the speed of the" Parana" is sufficient to enable this 
to be accomplIshed, he declmes to accept that ves~el for the service in question. 

The Postmaster General requests that this Department may not be troubled with any 
further application respecting the " Parana." 

A. Boatey Esq., 
Atlantic Royal Mail Stearn Navigation Company. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

4 

No. 41. 
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No.4!. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, . General Post Office, 22d June 1860. 
I A?lI dIrect~d by the Postmaster General to request that you will state to the Directors 

of the AtlantIc R,oyal Mail Steam Navigation Company that, as his Grace is satisfied 
that, by the conchtlOl1s of the contract entered into by the Company on the 21st April 
18.59, they have undertaken to land and receive mails at St. John's, Newfoundland, both 
on the outward and homeward voyage, he has given directions that mails for N ewfound­
land may be forwarded from Galway on the 26th instant. 

All telegraphic messages sent to this office for transmission by the packets will be 
forwarded in such mails . . 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 42. 
(61~ La.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, QQd June 1860. 
I A:ll tlirected by the Postmaster General to acquaint you that the steam ship 

" Connaught," having been surveyed by the officers of the Board of Trade, and reported 
fit for service under the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company's contract for 
the conveyance of mails, his Grace has been pleased to approve of the employment of 
that vessel in the mail service. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. 48-

Mr. WEIR to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., 2Qd June 1860. 

THE steam ship "Connaught," of London, 1,5'22 tons register, Capt. Leitch, being 
the ship appointed to sail with Her Majesty's mails of 25th instant from Galway for New 
York, I have the honour to request YOll will cause a certificate to be issued exempting 
that ship from the operation of the Passenger Act from and after the 25th instant, under 
the bond given by this Company, dated '2lld June 1,s5g. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. M. WEIR, 

The Secretary, General Post Office. General Manager. 

No. 44. 

Mr. LAINO, M.P., to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My Lord Duke, .' Treasury Cl~amb;rs, 22d June ls60. 
I AM commanded by the Lords CommIssIOners of Her Majesty s Treasury to forward 

to you, for your information a?d guidance, . th~ enc,losed copy of a letter addressed this 
day to the Atlantic Royal Mall Steam NaVIgatIOn Company. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Postmaster General, (Signed) S. LAINO. 

Enclosure No. 1 in No. 44. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the TREASURY, 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 
Sir, . . 10, Cannon St:ee,t, E.C., London. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to you, for the mformatIon of the Lords CommIsslOners of Her Majesty's 
Treasury, the names, tonnage, and power of the steam ships with which the Directors propose to com­
mence and to carry out the postal contract entered into with Her Majesty's Government. 

C 2 I would 
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I would remind my Lords that the tonnage and horse power of the ships required for the service is 

indicated in the contract, namely, '.l'ons. 

Tonnage (builders measurement) 
Horse power -

2,000 
4,50 

The ships contracted for by the Directors to be built in order to carry out such contract are of the 
l'ollowing tonnaO'e and horse power; namely, 'T H 
11 tl 0115. orse power. 

" Connaught" (builders measurement) 3,012 800 

" Leinster" } 
" Ulster" Same tonnage and horse power. 
" Munster" 

The ships now ready for sea and inspection, and owned by and under the control of the Compa1~y, 
are as follows :-

" Connaught" (builders measurement) 
"Parana" 
" Pacific" 
" Prince Albert" 

Tons. 
;1,() 1 ~ 
3,075 
1,4;'1l 
1,750 

Horse power. 
800 
800 
+50 
4!50 

All the above ~teamers are paddle steamers, except the "Prince Albert," and all have the horse 
power requir~d by the cont!'act. ., .. . 

The" PaCIfic" on her tnal tnp at ~outhampton performed upwards of 13 knots, WhICh IS conSIderably 
above the speed required for the performance of thl: ~ervice in ques.tion. . . 

The "Princ'e Albert" has also shown her capabilIty of perform1l1g the serVIce, as eVldenced by the 
fact that she has made the passage between Galway and St. John's in less than six days. 

The Directors propose to commence the servicc under the new contract as follows :-

"Connaught" to sail from Galway to New York 
"Parana" " Galway to Boston 
.. Leinster" " Galway to New York 

26th June. 
10th July. 
~Hh July. 

The fortnicrhtly service can be carried out with these three steamers, but the Directors have deemed 
it prudent to ''keep the ,. Pacific" an~ "Prince. Albert" in I:eserve. . .. 

The former has .iust had new bOIlers put 111 h('r, and \\'Ill be submItted for Government mspectlOn 
next wcck. 

The Directors haH' receiwd notice from :.Iessrs. Samuelson, of Hull, who are building two steamers 
for the Company, that one of such steamers, intended to be called the " Ulster," will be launched on the 
3d July, and the Directors hope to place this ship on the line in the place of the "Parana." 

The "Munster," the other ship now being built by Mes.;rs. Samuelson, is in a very forward state, 
and \yill be launched soon after the "Ulstcl'o" 

The Directors, thereforc, hope that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury will be of 
opinion that they hayc a ;-;ufficient number of good and suhstantial vessels to commence and to continue 
the senice entered into with Her ~la.il'sty',.; Goyernment. 

The Directors hl'~' to state to their Lordshius that the "Parana" has heen chartered from the ,Vest 
India Royal Mail 'Company, and that they' tendered swh w3sel to the Postmaster General for the 
conveyancc of thc mails hom Galway on the 10th July. The Postmaster General has thought proper 
to refuse to accept the "Parana," and I beg herewith to enclose a copy of his letter. 'X. 

I am desired bv the Directul s to state, for the information of my Lords, that the "Parana" is 1 000 
tons large]" than j's required by the contract, and nearly double the' horse power. ' 

The Directors have learnt from the Royal '\Vest India )lail Company that the "Parana" has been 
in dock four months, and has been thoroughly overhauled and put in superior condition; the Directors 
therefore, with confidence submitted this ship to the Postmaster General, and have sent her to Galway 
to be ready to take the mails on the lOth of July. 

The West India Royal ~j ail Company have furnished the Directors with some of the 100"s of the 
" Parana," which prm'e cunclusively that this vessel will be able to faithfully perform the contract. 

The Postmaster General has not probably taken into consideration that the" Parana" in the West 
India mail service was obliged to take in 14 days coal and a heavy cargo, whereas in this Company's 
service only 10 days coal is required, and the cargo will be verv light. 

Under these circumstances the Directors \\'Ould respectfully ask that the "Parana" may be surveyed 
by the officers of Her Majesty's Board of Trade. 

In conclusion, the Directors. would venture t~ add, that circumstances over which they had no con­
trol have delayed the ?OmpletlOn of the f~ur shIps contracted to be built expressly for the service, and 
they. resp~ctfully sub~mt that they are entItled ~o ask at the hands of Rer Majesty's Government some 
c?nsideratlOn of the CIrcumstances, and to rermIt the "Parana" to be inspected on vVednesday next at 
Galway, and acceptcd as a temporary Sillp, and sh?uld the Government think that she cannot be 
a~cepted, then whether the contract c:annot be convemently postponed for a month, as has been done 
wlth the Rolyhead contract. 

The Secretary to the Treasury. 

I have, &c. 
Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

"* See Letter No. 40. 
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Enclosure No. Q. in No. 44. 

Mr. LAING, M.P., to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 22d JUlle 1860 . 
. I. HAVE received and laid before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury your letter 

gIvmg the !lames, tonnage, and horse power of the ~team ships with which t~le Directors of the ,Atlan,tic 
Royal Mail Company propose to commence theIr postal contract, offenng some explanatIOn \nth 
respect to the" Parana," and requesting that that vessel may be surveyed by the officers of the Board 
of Trade. 

In reply, I am to state to you that, as the Directors are doubtless aware, the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons are now deliberating on a further report on the subject of the Galway contract, and 
that notice has been given in the House of a motion to negative any estimate for carrying out that 
contract. 

Under these circumstance~ it is impossible for their Lordships to foretell what may be the decision of 
Parliament, or, until the final Report of the Committee is made, to give any pledge as to the course 
which the Government may think it their duty to adopt. 

In the meantime, however, as the contract has been executed, and the first Report of the Seleet 
Committee did not recommend Parliament to exerci~e their constitutional right (which was expressly 
reserved in the contract) of refusing to vote money for its fulfilment, their Lordships have not thought 
it their duty to act on any other assumption than that the contract would be carried out in the usual 
course. 

On this assumption they were prepared on the one hand to insist on the strict fulfilment by the con­
tractors of the engagements intu \\hich they had entered, but on the other hand to do so in a fair spirit, 
and to interpose no vexatious or unneeessary impediments in carrying out those engagements. Acting 
in the same spirit, they are now prepared under the circumstances above stated, and without prejudice 
to the ultimate course to be adopted on either side, to offer to the Company the alternatiye either of a 
short postponement of the provision requiring the commencement of the serviee in the month of J nne, 
until the decision of Parliament has been obtained, or of a strict cumpliance with its conditions, :mbject 
to that deci~ion, and reserving to the Company its claim to be paid for any voyages actually performed 
in the meantime should the decision of Parliament be unfavourahle. 

In the event of the Company electing to adopt the latter course, the questions invulved in your letter 
requesting the inspection of the vessels proposed for the service will arise, to which their Lordships now 
proceed to advert. 

It appears to them that in the absence of the explanations now furnished, the Post Office were 
justified in assuming that the" Parana" having been found deficient in speed for a service in which a 
less rate of speed was required, could not be adapted for the Galway line, and that it would therefore 
be a waste of time to tender her for inspection. 

But these explanations tend to show that the deficient speed on the ",Vest India line may have arisen 
from the greater quantity of coals necessary for that voyage, and that the ship has undergone such a 
thorough refit as may ha,'e altered her character. Under these circumstances their Lord~hips are pre­
pared to request the Postmaster General to accede to your request to have her inspected, as well as the 
other vessels named by you as proposed to carryon the scnice, and it will depend on the report of the 
inspectors \\'hether all or any of these Yessels are considered suffieient to constitute a fair compliance 
with the true spirit and meaning of the contraet, in whieh case no objection will be offered to their 
employment for a reasonable term, until the new Yessels of the Company are completed. 

I have, &c, 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) S. LAIXG. 

Secretary to the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam 
Navigation Company, 10, Cannon Street, 

(4Q,005. ) 
Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, London, 2Sd June 1860. 
TIlE Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have forwarded to this Department a copy 

of your Jetter, dated the 18th instant, in which you inquire whether, in addition to the 
survey which has already been made of the steam s,h,ip "Connaugb!" by the officers of 
the Board of Trade, any surveys, reports, or certlticates are reqUIred by the Board of 
Admiralty; and I am directed by tlte Postmaster General to acquaint you, in reply to 
this inquiry, that the usual inspection of the equipmellts of the" Connaught," and of all 
other vesse"ls of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company employed in the 
mail service, will be made at Galway by the officer conducting the packet service at 
Southampton, who will proceed to Galway for the purpose before the departure of each 
packet. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

C 3 Enclosure 
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Enclosure in No. 45. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the ADMIRALTY. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 

S
· 10, Cannon Street, E.C., 18th June 1860. 
IG . . f h 

REFERRD1G to the contract entered into by this Company with the Lords CommlssIOnel:s 0 t e 
Admiralty for the mail service between Galway, Boston, and New York, dated the 21st Apnl 1859? r 
have the honour to state, that in obedience to the requirements of the Postmaster General such ~erVlce 
is appointed t? co~menc~ on Tuesday the 26th in,stant.. ,,' 

In conformIty wIth thIs the Company have deCIded on placmg the "Connaught, one of theIr new 
ships, on the station for departure with the mails from Galway on that day. 

The" Connaught" is now at Southampton, and arrangements have been mad~ for her survey and 
inspection by the officers of the Honourable the Board of Trade, under the authonty of the Postmaster 
General. 

I have now to request the favour of your informing me whether, in addition to ~u~h survey and 
inspection, any surveys, reports, or certificates are required by the Lords CommISSIOners of the 
Admiralty, beyond those above referred to. 

r have to add, that the medical officer appointed is Mr. ?It. Hogan, a gentlem~n ,,:ho has been 
for some time in the employ of the Company, and whose certificates and qualIficatIOns are un-
exceptionable. r have, &c. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No. 46. 
(4Q,Oll,) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. \VEIR. 

Sir, General Post Office, 525th June 1860. 
IN compliance with the request made in your letter of the '-t2d instant, I am directed 

by the Postmaster General to transmit to you a certificate exempting the steam ship 
" Connaught " (which is about to carry mails between Galway and America) from the 
operations of the Passenger Act. 

I am, &c. 
A. M. Weir, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 

No.47. 

Mr. LAING, M.P., to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My Lord Duke, Treasury Chambers, £Z5th June 1860. 
I AM desired by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to state, in reply 

to your ~r~ce's report of. tl~~ 14th instant,* ~hat, after tl.le opinion given by the Post 
Office. Sohclt~r, a~ to the ltabtllty of.the AtlantIc Royal Mall Steam Navigation Company 
to deliver malls at Newfoundland, It appears to my Lords that no alternative is left to 
yo~r ~race's Department but ~o act upon. that 0l?inioll, leaving it to the Company to 
?bJ~ct If they see ?t, and to bnn~ such eVIdence 1l1. support of their objection as will 
JustIfy the conclUSIOn that the ObVIOUS legal constructIOn of a clause in a deed settled at 
the time in conjunction with the Company's own solicitor, was altogether a mi~take, 

I have, &c. 
The Postmaster General. (Signed) S. LAING. 

No. 48. 

Mr. STEPHENSON to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My L?rd Duke, . . Treasury Chambers, Q5th June 1860. 
I ~M desu~d by the Lords CommISSIOners of Her Majesty's Treasury to transmit, for 

the. mformatIOn .of ~our Grace, the encl~sed copy of a letter from the Atlantic Royal 
Ma.ll Steam Navl.gatIOn Company, req~estmg that the officers of the Board of Trade may 
be mstructed to Il1spect the Company s vessel" Parana," and I am to request that the 
necessary instructions may be issued accordingly. 

The Postmaster General. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. H. STEPHENSON. 

" See Letter No. 22. 
Enclosure 
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Enclosure in No. 48. 

Mr. BOATE to Mr. LAING, M.P. 

Atlantic Hoyal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
, Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 23d June 1860. 
, I HA v~ the honour to acknowledge the ret:eipt of your communication of the 22d instant, which shall 
be su~mltted to the Board of Directors early in the ensuing week; in the meantime I beg leave to 
acquamt you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, that the 
general manager of the Company ha~ proceeded to Galway to despatch the steam ship" Connaught " 
with the mails for New York on the 26th instant, in pursuance of instructions from the Post Office 
Department. 

It would therefore be most convenient to the Company, if my Lords will be pleased to direct that the 
officers of the Board of Trade may be instructed to inspect the "Parana" now lying in Galway 
harbour, on Tuesday or vVednesday next, while the general manager is on the spot. 

I have, &c. 
S. Laing, Esq., M.P., Treasury. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 49, 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, ~9th June 1860. 
'VITH reference to the letter"i.' (without date) which you addressed to the Secretary 

of the Treasury, forwarding, for the information of the Lords Commissioners, the names, 
tonnage, and Dower of the steam ships with which the Directors of the Atlantic Royal 
Mail Steam Navigation Company propose to commence and to carry out the postal 
contract entered illto ',vith Her Nlajesty's Government, and stating that one of those 
ships, the" Pacinc," would be submitted for Government inspection" next week," I am 
directed by the Postmaster General to reg lIest that the Directors will at once inform his 
Grace when and at what port the" Pacific," as well as the other ship mentioned in your 
letter, will be ready for survey. 

In a letter, dated the 27th instant, the Board of Admiralty, by whose ofl1cers the 
surveys are at present made on behalf of the Postmaster General, called attention to the 
inconvenience that, on accoLlnt of the great demand for the services of those officers, 
would be experienced by the Admiralty in the event of officers being required at a short 
notice to be sent to survey a vessel, and stated that not less than a week's notice should 
be given previous to any vessel being offered for survey. 

I am to request, therefore, that you will bear this in mind in proposing a time for the 
survey of the vessels referred to. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No, 50. 

The POSTMASTER GENERAL to the TREASURY. 

My Lords, General Post Office, 30th June 1860. 
WITH reference to Mr. Laing's letter of the 8th instant, in which your Lordships 

adverted to the opinion expressed by the Committee of the House of Commons on 
Contract Packets in f.WOUl' of the inspection of mail steamers being made, as a general 
rule, by Admiralty officers, and not by officers of the Board of Trade, and directed that 
the" Connaught," the first steamer of the Galway line, should be so inspected, I have 
the honour to inform your Lordships that, acting upon what was considered to be your 
intention, I have since that date requested the Board of Admiralty to cause all the 
contract packets which have required surveying to be reported upon by their officers. 

But as I have not received any positive authority for the adoption of that course, I 
shall be glad to be informed that it meets with your Lordship'S approval, and that you 
wish it to be followed in future. 

I have, &c. 
The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. (Signed) ARGYLL. 

¥ See Enclosure No.1 in Letter No, 44. 
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No.5l. 

Mr. BOATE to Sir ROWLAND HILL, K C.B. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, ~d July 1860. 

I BEd to inform you that the" Pacific" will be ready for trial trip at Southampton on 
Saturday next. 

I have, &c. 
Sir Rowland Hill, K.C.B., Secretary, 

General Post Office, St. Martin's-le-Grand. 
(Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No. 52. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

SIR General Post Office, 4th July Is60. 
J AM directed by the Postmaster General to request, that you wi,lI i?form his Grace 

whether it is the intention of the Atlantic Royal Mat! Steam NaVigatIOn Company to 
despatch the mails of the 10th instant fi'om ~alway by the steame,r " Connaug~t," and 
whether the damage sustained by that vessel will be thoroughly repaIred by that time. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. 53. 
(44,1l0.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 4th July ls60. 
WITH reference to your letter of the Qd instant, I beg to acquaint you that the Lords 

Commissioners of the Admiralty have been requested to cause the steamer" Pacific" to 
be surveyed on Saturday next for employment under the contract between the Atlantic 
Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company and Her Majesty's Government. 

1 have at the same time to draw your attention to my letter of the 29th ultimo, in 
which I inlarmed YOll that the Admiralty required not less than a week's notice to be 
given previous to the survey of any vessel. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 54. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, la, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 5th July 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 4th 
instant, and beg to acquaint YOll, for the information of his Grace the Postmaster General, 
that the necessary repairs consequent upon the late accident to the cylinder bottom of 
the steam ship" Connaught" are nearly completed, and she will be in thorourrh order and 
ready to receive the mails at Galway for Boston on the 10th inst. b 

The Secretary, General Post Office, 
St. Martin's-le-Grand. 

No.55. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

Mr. HAMILTON to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My Lo~d Duke, . . Treasury Chambers, 5th July1860. 
I AM d:Sll'ed by, the Lords Commlss.lOners of Her Majesty's Treasury to convey 

t? yo~ their au!honty, as recommende~ In your Grace's report of t!:e 12th ultimo, for 
directmg Captam Patey, Packet Supermtendent at Southampton, to select from among 

'I. 
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the Admiralty agents now serving under his orders a sufficient number not exceedino> 
four active and t1'llstworthy officers for placillF on board of the vessels of the Atlanti~ 
Royal Mail Steam Navigation COlllJl:111Y C011\'e)~jllg the mails bebveen G,dway and Ne\\,­
fOlllHllan.d, a~ld for the payment to the officers so sclected, in consideration of the more 
than oreIl\lanly arduolls nature of their dllties, of ,111 additional allowance of Fifty pounds 
a year each, besides the expenses of their rCllloval hom Southpll1pton to Galway. 

I have, &c. 
The Postmaster G ener,·tI. (S' -,) (' A H , Ig'llec JEO.. A:lIILTO:-.r. 

No. 56. 

l\I r. LAING, 1\I. P., to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My LO~'d Duke, Treasury Chambcrs, 9th July lS()O. 
I A:lI dew'ed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to state, 

for the information of your Grace, with reference to the cOl:re~pondence which has 
recently taken place, that l\Ir. S. Smith, the Postm:lster General of Canada, has t()rwarcied 
to their Lordship~ a copy of a eked of :lgrecll1ellt execllted lly the A tlantic Royal i\Jail 
Steam Kavigatioll Company, by wllich, among other thing~, it is provided that Mr. Smith 
shall, 011 or before the 1.3th July, despatch a steam ves~el from Galway for the cOllvey­
ance of Her ;\lajesty's Illails, and he has accordingly notified to this Board that the "North 
Briton" will be despatched accorclinp;ly 011 FI icla)" the 13th instant. 

Under these circumstances, m)' Lord~ are of opinion that the Company should be 
informed that, without pr~jl((lice to any question that Illay arise IInder this agreement, the 
next mail will be sent by the" North Briton," and not by the "Connaught." 

I have, &c. 
The Postmaster General. (Signed) S. LAING. 

i':o. 57. 

Mr. F. HILL to 1\1r. BO.\TE:. 

Sir, General Post ORice, 5.Jth .J uly 18GO. 
I A:\1 directed by the Postmaster General to ;ie-quaint YOll that a letter h<~s jll~t been 

received from the TrC:lSllry informing his Grace tl1at .l\I r. Smith, the PostLllaster General 
of Canada, has forwarded to their Lordships a copy of a deed of agreement executed by 
the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, by ""'hich, amongst other things, it 
is provided that 1\1r. Smith shall, on or \Iefore the 1.'3th July instant, despatch a steam 
vessel from Galway for the conveyance of Her Majesty's mails; and lie has uotitled that 
the" North Briton" will be despatched accordingly on Friday, the 13th instant. 

Under tllese circlll1lstances, the PostmaslL'r Genclal desires me to state that, withollt 
prejudice to any question that may arise lInder the agrecmellt referred to, the next 11l~\il 
will be sent by the" North Briton," and not by the" COlln;wgIJt." 

] am, &c. 
A, Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 53. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. LAHW, l\J.P. 
Sir, General Post OtTIte, 10th JlIly lSGO. 

IN the absence of the Postmaster General, I hare to acqllaint YOll, for the inti)J'(lla­
tion of the Lords Commissioners of the TreasllrY, that, ill accordance with the instructions 
contained in your letter of yesterday, a COl1lmlllli.:atioll was addressed (immediately after 
the receipt of that letter) to the Atlantic Hoyal Jlail Steam Navigation Company, ~tatinp: 
that the next mails from Galway for America would be taken by the" North Briton," 
instead of bv the" Connaught." 

In reply to that communication, a letter from the Secretary of the Company (of which 
I enclose a copy) reached this office at a late hour yesterday evening. 

It will be seen that the Secretary, writing, it is presumed, on behalf of the Directors, 
enters a protest against this proceeding, which, he states, will injure the Company in the 
estimation of the public. 

I have, &c. 
S. Laing, Esq., M. P., Treasury. (Signed) F. HILL. 

(13~.) D Enclosure 
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Enclosure in No. 58. 

Mr. BO_\TE to the SE('HETARY to the POST OF:FICE. 

Atlantic Royal }Iail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
:-;ir, lU Cannon Street, E.C., London, 9th July 1860. 

I 11.\ \'E the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated tl~is day, and :vhich was o~lly 
delivered here at 20 minutes t(} 5 o'clock, informing me that the next, malls for Amenca, and ~vhlch 
were tixed to be sent by the" COTJnaught" to-mOlTOW (Tuesday), ,WIll be sent by ~nother shIp on 
Friday next, the 13th instant. This annoLlncemen,t comes upon me WIth extreme surpnse.. .' 

Bv your letter of the 1st June, addres8ed to tl1lS Company, the 10th July (to-~OlTow) ~as fixed for 
the 'd~parture of the sLean~er from Galway with Her ,Majesty's mails to Amenca. By your letter 
of the ':!':!Li ultimo you notIfy to the Company that Iw; Gr<'.('e the Po,-tmastl'r General accepted the 
, Connallght ,. as a inail steamer, and she is officially advertised in the Post Office list as the steamer 
"to leave Galway to-morrow with the mails." 

~ " 1.' 1" C ht" . th '1 he Company accordlllgly made all necessary anangements lor t 1e onnaug conveymg e 
mails ,,1' the 10th, and she is fully equipped and ready t() do so. 

The Company will be deeply aggriel'ed at alteration::; being made by the Post Office in these arrange­
ments without any communication whatever \lith the Company. 

The withdrawal of the mails at a fell hours notice and the placing them on board another ship will 
injure the Company in the estimation of the public, and may and will prejudicially affect the interests 
of the Company. 

Under these circumstances I can only ~ubmit this letter a~ a respectful but earnest protest against 
this step, and to notify to his Grace the Postma~ter General that the" Connaught " will be ready 
to-morrow at Galway to receive Her Majesty's mails on board, in pursuance of the arrangement made 
with the Post Oflice Department and in fulfilment of the contract entered into with the Company. 

I would remark that the agreement to which you refer is, a~ yon would see, a conditional one only, 
and it must be obvious that any agreement by any other party will not relieve the Company of its 
obligations to the Government, or rice 1'1'1'8(1. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. 
(Signed) A. BO.\1'E, Secretary. 

No . .5!). 

The POSTMASTER GENERAL to the LORDS CO:\DIISSIONERS of the TREASURY. 

1\1 Y Lonh, General Post 0 ffice, 11 th July 1860. 
0" the lith April last a letter was addressed from t his Department to the Treasury, 

enc}osillg an application from the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company for 
permis"ioll to send the mails of that month from Galway to St.John's, Newfoundland,by 
a steamer called the" Brazil," sailing uncler the Portllguese flag, and your Lordships 
stated, in reply, that you would not object to that proposal, provided the vessel was ill 
all respects suited for the Pllrpose. 

The Board of Trade was accordingly requested to Callse the" Brazil" to be surveyed, 
anel the surveyors Ilaving reportt'd that she could pass the usual survey for summer 
st'nice, and that her average speed ii'om log was nine knots per hOLlr, the Earl of Elo'iil 
permitted her to be employed in the conveyance of themail.

tJ 

His Lordship at the same time directed that copies of the correspondence that had 
taken place on the subject should be forwarded to the Colonial Office, with a request 
that they might be transmitted to the OHicer administerinO' the Government of New-
foundland. 0 

I have now tl~e hOllollr to lay before your ~ordships the copy of a letter just received 
from the Colomal Oiice covering the copy of a despatch from the Governor of N ew­
foundland, by which it appears that the" Brazil" was ten days and a half in makinO' the 
passage from Galway to St. John's, and that she was eight days in reaching St. Joh~s on 
the return voyage from New York. 

The Govel'lJor then refers to the qnestion whether the monthlv service between Ga'­
way and St. JO!!l1'S is to be continued after the new service between Galwav and th~ 
U !li~ed Sta~es, via ~ ewfoundland, comes into operation; and he states that he ~as under 
till' lInpre:,slOn that It would then cease . 
. On this point, thercfor~, I req,uest to be furnished with your Lordships' further instruc­

t,lOns. ,At prese.nt a mall COl1tll.1LleS to be fo~waJ'ded from Galway to St. John's every 
fourth Saturday, ll1 accordance WIth the authonty conveyed in Mr. Stephenson's letter ~f 
the !29th December last. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARGYLL. 

Enclosure 
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Enclosure in No. 59. 

~Ir. ELLIOT to ~Ir. F. HILL. 

Sir, Downing Street, Gth July 1860. 
WITH re~ere~lce to your letter of the 2:;d April respecting the employment by the Atlantic :\Iail 

Steam N ay]gatlOll Company of a steamer called the" Brazil," sailing under the Portugncse flag, for the 
conveyance of the mails to Newfoundland, I am directed bv the Duke of ?\ ('wc'astlc to trallsmit for the 
information of the Postmaster General the e11l'11Is ... d copy of a despatch from the Governor of 
Newfoundland on the :mhjed.. 

F. Hill, Esq. 
I am, S:c. 

(Signed) T. F. ELLIOT, 

Sub-enclosure in Enclosure in No. 59. 

Sir A, B~\x:-;Elnl.\:-; til the Dn:],: (IF l\E\\T.bTLE. 

l\I y Lord Duke, Goyel'llnwnt HOll~e, }\; (,\yj, 'llndlancl, (,til June l,'-:GO. 
I H\ y E the honour tn acknowleclg'lc the rrreipt "f :r"lll Gra('("s lettl'r "f thp ,-,I h :'II ay ( ~ n. :';S) relati,e 

to the employmt'nt by the Atlanti,' Hoyal Mail Steam i(axigation Company (tIl!' carrying' the mails 
from Galway to Ke\vfoundlandl of the steamer" Brazil," and ab" enclosure" fr"llI thc l''',1"nla~tcl' 
General, S:,'. on the subject. 

2. I beg t" acquaint TOur Grace that the" Brazil" made her pa",lge from Galway to St. John's in 
10~ days. ~he proceeded to :'~ ew York and rdurned to St. John':;. making her p;~~'ag-(' from the 
former place in eight dap. the di~j;\\lce being 1,I)(j() mile". ~he had a yery he;,y)' carg" of Indian 
eorn and flour from ~\ew York, drawing 2~ feet water. The Bidl"jl (>f Newfollndland, who was 
pass('nger. and also tl1(' Roman Catholic Bishop, informed me that the ,hir' \v;;" a ',c'r:. ~h\\' Oil,,, hid; 
they had Inc'kily no head winds. :-;he had, they sC1id, ::-t)( I or :lun steerage ",t'.- el\~('i c;, \\ I! " they stake! 
to haH' been lllnst miserahly a,·commodated. 

3: I ob>'crve in the ('orrespcllClellce \vith the Po,,! Office ,h(' fc'llO\ving ],ara£;'\'aph "ill t:1e ""jl','e~';ll~cC 
" of tbis l1lunth'~ mail from Gal""v to Saint John's, Newfollndland, undCT the contrad. between that 
" Company and the G,,\'emment of \:c\\f"lIndland." 

4. I take the liberty of stating to your Gracc that tbe "'Hltrad which '.,-as entered into \\ itlt the 
Gah,.ay Company, and sanctioned hy Her ;\Iajf':-Iy\; G(J1'erullllnt, t'Tmil1;:(ul on the 3bt of j )l'(TlllLE'l' 

last, a ncw contract haying been entercd into b~- the Company "ith 11ll' I3riti,..h G(",'rnnH'nt. \vhi":l 
contract \y;.s to ('()mment'(' on the 1st of thi:,; montb, the seni('e tu be performer! 1 'Y y(',.."d,; of a n'rv 
superior .-];".'. This contract, I understood in one of ~-()ur Gr;1(·{.'S c1eC'paidlPs. \\;I~ 10 he "lI]';ni'tcd"l 
the l'''11~ideraticn of a COn1lT, ittce o( the HOll.-c of Commons. the British Uoyernlllent ha\ il1!~' ;)~Tl'('d to 
pay a large subsidy to, the C'''lllpan~', whn were to perform tl\(' seni,'" flwtnightly, callir,~' at. ,'-'L John'" 
on the outward and homeward p;l~"a~('s . 

.... I undcrstoud also that ()n the rqJrescntation of the soli,·itor~ of the COlilp;my, l\Ic,;sr". \' anallce, 
Her :\Iajf'"t<:o; Government had agrecd, in order to pn'ycut. tbe '["i'l'ag(' of cnmmunieatiun, to allow 
the monthly service to he continued hy th,' Company until their ne\\ sbip" werc ready. 

6. I shallteel obliged 1 )~T your Grace informing me whether I am correct in what I hayc ,.,rated. and 
when the nev; contract with the Galway Company is to COlllmence, as I apprehcnd the ~ul)-id~' "hich 
has hitherto been paid, in terms of the fa4 contract by the Imperial and XewF"lmdland Goyernmenls, 
will c('ase when the IICI!' contract commences. 

7. The House of Assembly of 'X e\\fOlllldland resolYecl t" continue the suh"idy, proyided it "'as 
sanctioned by the Imperial Goyernment, wlto bore a proJl"rti"n of th ... payment to the (Jah"-,lY Compan~' 
in terms of the provisions of the cont.raet which expired at the termination of last year. 

I ha,'e, <"('. 
Bis Grace the Duke of Newcastle. (Signed) A. B.\}.;NEIDUX, Governor. 

No. 60. 

Mr. SlIlITH to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Sir, 1 '2th J LIlY 1 SGO. 
THE screw steamer "Prince Albert," of London, 1,463 tons register, Captail; l\'iclJobs 

Prowse, being the ship appointed to sail with Her Majesty's malis of ~Uth instant from 
Galway for St. John's, Newfoundland, and her certificate of exemption having expired; 
I have the honour to request you will cause a new certificate to be issued exempting 
that ship fi'om the operation of the Passenger Act from and after the 520th instant, unuer 
the bond given by this Company dated the ~~d June 1859. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) S, S;\IITIf. 

D~ ~o. 61. 
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No. til. 

(787 L.) Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

S'· General Post Office, 13th July 1860. WI;;; reference to your letter of the ~d instant, stating ~bat the steamer "P~(;ific" 
woulll be ready for a trial trip at Southampton on the. following Saturday, I am ciIrected 
by the Postmaster General to acquaint you that, at !llS Gr~ce's .1:eq,~lest, the Lords COI1~­
missioners of the Admiralty have caused a survey of the '. Pac.lIi.c t? be made by their 
officers, and that that vessel is f~llll1d to be ill mallY respects lIlefiiCle.nt ttlr the per~orn:ance 
of the service for which she has been tel1dered by the Atlantic Royal Mad St~a~, 
Navigation Company, and the Postmaster General cannot, therefore, accept the "Pacific 
as a mail packet. . . 

In offering any other vessel for sun'ey, you are requested to remll1t! the DIrectors th~t 
the Admiralty require a week's notice to be givell to tiJat Board before the survey 1) 

appoillted to take place. 
I am, &c. 

A. BoatE', Esq., 
A tlantic Royal 1\J ail Steam Navigation Company. 

(Signed) F. HILL. 

No. GL 

(791 L.) 1\1r. F. HILL to l\1r. 'V ErH. 

Sir, General Post Office, 14th July 1800. 
IN compliance with the request [mele in your letter of the] '2th instant, I am directed 

by the Postmaster General to transl1li[ to you a certificate exempting the steam ship 
"Prince AlbeIt" (which is about to carry the mails from Galway to Newfoundland) 
from the 0f<:ratioIlS of the Passenger Act. 

A. M. Weir, E~q., 
Atlantic Royal l\fail Steam t\avigation Company. 

I aID, &c. 
(Signcd) F. HILL. 

No. G,3 . 

(730 L.) .!\Ir. TILLl:.:Y to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Po~t Ollice, 16th JIll), lRGO. 
SOl\lE inconveniellce havillg on Olle or two recent occasions been caused 'by \'essels 

proposed to be employed ill the cOiH'eyallCC of Her l\Iaje"ty's mails ullder contracts beill(r 
tendered for stlrvey \\'ithin a \'l'ry short period of the tillle at which it W:IS desired t~ 
despatch them hom this COlllltry, I am dirt'ctecl hy the Post'll<lster General to request 
that you will inform the Directors of' ~he Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company 
that it is absolutely necessary that 111 fllture '!lot less titan (l week's notice should be 
given to this Department whell allY packet belOllgillg to the Compally is required to be 
surveyed. 

1 t i's important also, with a view of s,1\'illg unnecessary expense, that on the day fixed 
for the survey the vessel should be in all respects ready for the purpose. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) J. TILLEY. 

No. 04. 

Mr. BOATE to Mr. F. HILL. 

. Atlantic Royal Mail Stearn Na\·jgation Company, Limited, 
Sir, " 10, Ccll~non .~treet,. E.e., London, 17th Jllly ]860. 

, REFERRING to. tbe mternew had wltb you thl.S, day by the General Manager of the 
Company, at wInch you stated as the only condItIOn on which you could advise the 
Postmaster General ,to sanction ~be moils. for :--"ewf()llI1dl~llld of th~ ~lst being conveyed 
by ~I:e steamt r I~avlllg Galway for AmerIca ?Il the ~Ut}l lIlstant, tllat the Company sbould 
tort.elt 1,0001., b.emg the am~L1nt of tile wbsldy to willch they would be entitled uncleI' 
theH contract WIth the Newfollndland Govel'l1ment ; 

The 



. Th.e Directors respectfully submit that thi,s is a severe condition to impose for sub· 
shtutmg Tuesday, the Qt1<th, as the day ot departure of the Newfoundland mails from 
Galway, instead of Saturday, the 121st instant. " 

U~(~er the circumstances, however, the Director~ have no option, but to accede to the 
condItions of the Po,t Office Department. 

. Nevertheless, they are induced to hope that, 011 consideration of the circumstance, 
Ills Grace the Postmaster General will not illsist IIpon (as an equivalent for this temporary 
arrangement) the loss to the Company, for the ensuing voyage, of the subsidy accorded 
to them under the separate contract with the Colonial Government of New found/and. 

I have, &c. 
F. Hill, Esq., General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No. (j.5. 

(787 L.) ~1r. F. HILL to l\I r. BOATE. 

Sir, Gelleral Post Office, 18th Ju/y 18(jO. 
I AM directed by the Postmaster General to remind YOIl, with reference to my letter 

of the 13th instant, that the Atlantic Hoyal ::\Iail Steam N<1\'igation Comp:!lly have not 
yet furnished thi" Department with the IlClI1l'2 of the vcs~el which they propose for the 
conveyance of the mails for America to be despatched from Galway under their con· 
tract on the '21-th instant. 

I have on more than one occasion informed yOll that the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty require at least a week's lloticc to be given before the survey of any vessel is 
appoillted to take place, and, by delayillg to flllni~h the namc of a vessel to be des­
patched wilh the next mails, there is some reaso:} to fca!- tlut, even if the llame of the 
vessel be sllbmitted to-.lay, (ollly six clays before the date of her departure), there will 
not be sufficient lillie for the neces:,arv Sllrvev to be made. 

His Grace desires !lIe to request, tl;erd~)re', that YO [1 Will at ollce furnish him with the 
name of the vessel proposed to 1)(' despatched on the :2'Hh in:;t;lIlt, stating where she is 
lying, and the earlie,t period at which she will uc re:llly, i:1 all respects, to be surveyed. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, E~C1-, 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navig-ation CompallY. 
(Signee!) F. HILL. 

------------~, 

No. 66. 
(4.7,63'2.) Mr. F. HILL to M 1'. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 18th July 1800. 
I AM directed by the Postmaster General to inform you, with reference to your letter 

of yesterday'S date, that as the Directors of the Atlantic lloyal Mail Steam Navigation 
CompallY agree to waive all claim for payment of the subsidy for that particular voyage, 
llis Grace will not insist upon a vessel ueillg despatched from Galway with tile Mails for 
Newfoundland on the 21st illstant. 

I alO, however, to state that permission for the Company to send no packet on the 
~lst instant is only given 011 the distinct unciel'standillg tlwt the despatch of a packet 
from Galway to the United States, Tid Newfoundlancl, takes place on '2Mh instant, in due 
course, and that if that packet be not dL':;patched, the Company shall, within seven days 
from the 24th instant, send to N ewfolll1dbnd the packet which should properly leave 
Galway 011 the 21st instant. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal 1\1ail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. (j7. 

Mr. BOATE to the POSTMASTEll GENERAL. 

Atlantic Royal l\lail Steam Navigation Cornpany, Limited, 
] 0, Cantlon Street, E.C., London, 19Lh J lily 1860. 

THE Secretary to the Atlantic Company has th~ honour to tr:U1~ll1it for the p~rusal of 
his Grace the Postmaster Gtlleral, the accol11panYll1g letter which the deplltatlOn from 
the Company intelldecl to kLVC placed in his Grace's hands this morning. 

D 3 Enclosure 
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Enclosure in No. 67. 

Mr. BO"\TE to the ~ECRETAnY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic noyal :\Llil Steam Navi6ation Company, Limited, 
S· 10, Ca~non Street, E.c., London, 19th J nly 1860. 
~ ~ 

I "\ 'I desired by the Directors of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company to OHer you 
the steam ship " Prince Albert" for the COlneyance of thC' mails ?n the 2Hh instant, between Galway 
and );('\\ York. This ship j" of the t()nnage and horse 1I,,\\'er reqUlrcd hy the cont1'<lc.t. . 

I am ;lbo desired t() ohc,en'e that this vesst'] is not put forward as a permanent shIp f?r the serv~ce, 
but it is proposed t() send her on this voyage, in consequence of the Company's new shIps not bemg 
re~~ . 

The" Prince Albert" has been accepted by the Colonial Government of N ewfo,uncllan~, and IS now 
sailing under contract for the conveyance of the mails. Her Jast yoya~e from St. John s to. G~lw~y 
was performed in five days and 211 hours, . and sl~e has on several, occaSIOns marde ~he run. wlt~lln SIX 
da,s. It was this shii) that ill 1858 and 1 ,'<i!1 delIvered the Queen~, speech at II ashmgton ll1 SIX days 
Yi,; ~t. John's, and the President's Ill('S~age in London within the same timC'. She is at the present 
moment in excellent order, having n'(';'ntly heen in dock, and within the hst six months the Directors 
have expended upon her nearly :)11,011111. 

The Directors, therefore, (:"nfidellth' oiler this ship to his (;race the Postmaster General. She 
now lies at Gal\\<I)', fully equipped, all;l (Iuite ready for the in"lwction of the ollieer condncting the 
Packet Safice. 

The Directors l)('~' tn oh~('\'ye that they ,,'ould have been pTepared to give a longei' notice to his Grace, 
had tbey not conJidelltly calculated tbat the paddle wheel sh';1ll1 ship" Paei1ie "ymuld have been 
a:'''l'pk,l f()r themailsofthl.~.fth.Thi~ ~ilip i,: (J the rerluired horse p,"''''\' and of [~)eat speed; and 
the (Jllly object.ioll the Directors appr:'he;;:l , .. ;I:('h could be made to her is, that she is of less tonnage 
than i, rerluired hy the contract: h\lt they hild hoped as she was on1." o:rnccl "s a temporary ship for 
the smmner senice, that she would 11;1\'e been received. 

The Directors h('~' to ob",'l'Y(' tbt t1l;,:, ll~',(.' "'l'<1reci no e:'lJense to 118.Y(' this ship erl'lipped and fitted, 
and made suitahle for the srni('E'. 

On the 1st of llpril last tlIey receil'crl a lett,'r from t1:(, Admiralty, informing them that the super­
intendence of p;w\.;:d ship,; h<1,l beeil ,rim,L'ITcd from the Admirali:-' tn the P03t Ollice Depm'tment; 
and on ;:;bt ;\In~' thc}' n'('c;'''l,d a kttc~' ;1'C;" the ~('('n<;;r;, of tll:' l' ':'t 01:>'(', "dyj,ing them that the 
steam ship" Conll<lllght " would bi' smyeycd hy tlil' Do;tnl pf Trade, 

The Directors al"" forwarded a lrtJer to the II dmiralty on the l.'~th June, in which they desired to 
learn "hether there ·would be :my ,icher SUlye)"', rep'xt,:.' <:1' ('ei'~i;ic;11('s required 1,:,- that Department; 
and on tIre 23d JIt,;, they Ieec:' .. ,";' " i'eply tb'o11 0 'h thp Fc'st OH~',\ s',:,:-in(~' that no oi]]e'r Sl1HCY would 
be re(luin'li, except thE' 'insl,pclinn tn h:' m;ldc'~at (,;)l\',a~' hy ,\ the otlicer conducting the' Packet 
~crvj(':,)." 

In aeco1'clanct', thrrefll]e. \"ith the;" instruction:,; thC'y I ia1secl tht''' Pacific" to be sUHeyccl In- the 
officri's of the B()illd of'1'1'a(le ,yhile in Grim,'h:,' <lr.l' d(;,·\.;:, where she \yas receiying 11e\y boilers: and 
heing otherwise put ill efli"icJ"'· conditioll. The Buard of Trade, after examining this chip, granted a 
certificate of the same c!J;m'ctcj' and c1a~s as that granted to the "Connaught," the first -ship that 
they surw'yed belonging tn this ('(1)1'1':01:.1' for the }Iail P::..].;:et Sen-ice. 

The" Paeific" \ras then :'C11: til ::;"vthampton for trial trip, and on the 2cl instant the Directors 
informed the Secret.;:ry of th' i \;st Oiiice that the" Pac-iJie" would be rendy for trial on Satnrday the 
7th: on tllC 4th the.'; ITceii cd a Jetter from the Post Office, in which thn- \"ere informed that the 
" Pacific" would be ~;urveyed D t Sonthampton on Satm·day. ' 

The General ~\Ian;)gcr pn '('E'c:ied to Southampton to attend the trial trip, as ac1"jo;ed on the 2d, and 
011 his arri-,-al there h .. was ill;'"lll1erl that the Admiralty otIi('ers would not recognize tLe survey already 
made 11y the Board of Trade, lInt that the" Pacific" \\ ould have to be redo eked and stripped for 
inspectiun. 

ThE' tri.''11 trip, howeyer,. took place and \las highly satisfactory. The ship was sent to Gah .. ay, where 
she now 11e8, ready to be ll1S1l('ctt'cl hy "the officer comh;cting the Packet SeITice." 

From the preceding correspondence the Dirretors were lead to believe that the Board of Trade 
survey and the inf'l;cction at Gahray \H'\lld be the only surveys that would be required by the 
C;nn'rnment. 

H.ac! the Directors been illj()]'lned that: the letter addressed to them by the Admiralty on the 1st of 
April \ras cancelled, and that the supcrllltendenc(' and management had been transferred back from 
the ~oard of Trade to the Admiraity, tht'~, would have notified thE' Admiralty when the vessel ,vas in 
~Iry ::<)ck, and would h;~Ye he en glad to m:o.ke any alterations or improvements that the Admiralty mio-ht 
!law suggested. <=> 

Under tlle circnmstances the Direct()]~ hope that his Grace \\'ill appoint the" Prince Albert" or 
" Pacific" to take the mails on the 2 aIr instant. 

I have, -\::c, 
The Sccl'l'lary, General p",t Office. (Signed) A. Bo", TE, Secretary. 

No. 68. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

. Atlantic Roya1 Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
SII', " 10,. Cannon Street, KC., London, ~Oth .July 1860. 

REFERRING to the mtervlew wtl1ch the deputation from this Company had with his 
Grace the Postma~ter General, we have now to request permission fi'ol11 his Grace to 

place 
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place the" Prince Albert" steam ship upon the line, for the performance of the postal 
service between Galway and America, as the ship leaving Galway' on Tuesday next, the 
~Lj,th instant. 

The Directors have detailed to his Grace the special grounds which have necessitated 
this application, the principal being the delay which has arisen in the completion of the 
Company's ships by the builders. Under the special circumstances therein mentioned, 
and being confident from the past satisfactory voyages of the "Prince Albert" that, 
except L1pon the technical point of her being a screw steamer and not a paddle steamer, 
as provided in the contract, she is in every other respect within the terms of the contract 
and fully capable of performing the service required. 

Although this vessel has not been surveyed by the Admiralty, she Ius a Board of 
Trade certificate, and in all respects is furnished with such official approval as the former 
vessels have been su bmi tted to. 

The Company are willing under the circumstances to allow a deduction, if his Grace 
should require it, of a fine of 500l., being the penalty mentioned in the contract for the 
first twelve hours dela\'. 

The Directors subl1~it this vessel uncleI' the terms of the contract upon the under­
standing that the acceptance of the vessel is not to prejudice the rigbt of the Government 
to claim the penalties provided by the contract for non-delivery of the mails witllin tile 
time specified. 

I have, &co 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No. Gg. 

( 48,'2'2~2.) Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BO,\TE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 20th July 1860. 
THE Postmaster General having had before him your letter of thi::; day's date, 

requesting, on behalf of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, that they 
may be permitted to employ the steamer "Prince Albert" for the conveyance from 
Galway of the American mails of the ':21tl1 installt, nocv,'it!Jstandil1g that vessel has llOt 
undergone allY survey beyond that ordinarily made by the Board of Trade, and further 
stating that if this request be complied with the Cumpany will consent to an abatement 
of 500l. from the amount of the subsidy for that particular voyage, by way of fine, I am 
directed to inform YOll that, under the circumsLlIEes represented, his Grace will, as a 
special case and without prejudice to the future obligations of the Company in respect 
to a strict compliance with all the stipulations of the contract, consent to the request 
made, and will give order::; that the mail::; may be forwarded by the" Prillce /\Jbert." 

It is to be clearly understood that the fine of (JOvl. will bc enforced, and that ill 
addition the Atlantic Royal ;:\1ail Stearn Navigation Compa!lY are to be liable to all the 
penalties provided under the contract for excess of time or other irregularities. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) 1". HILL. 

NO.70. 

Mr. HAMILTON to tbe POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My Lord Duke, Treasury Chambers, ~1,th July 1860. 
I AM desired by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to transmit, for 

your Grace's information, with reference to your letter of the 30th ultimo, the enclosed 
copy of a letter from the Admiralty, dated the 13th iustant, and I am to state that my 
Lords approve of the arrangement therein recommended by which the services of the 
Admiralty surveyors will continue to be afforded in inspecting the contract m,lil packets 
as recommended by the Select Committee of the HOllse of Commons. 

I have, &c. 
The Postmaster General. (SigLled) G. A. HAl\lILTON. 

Enclosure 
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Enclosure in No. 70. 

MI'. PEXXELL to the SE(,RETARY to the TUK\SrUy. 

Sir, . ' Admiralty, l~t~ July 1860. 
\r ITH reference to your letter of the lOth ll1stant statll1g that the .Lords CommlsslOners of Her 

Majesty's Treasury consider that it \yould be better that the contract mall p~ck.ets should be sur~eyed 
by office~'s attached to this,Department, I an3 commanded by my ~ords. Comml.3slOners of the Admiralty 
to acquamt you that the COlltr~llel: of th.e :\ayy has already. received ll1structIOns to cause the contract 
packets to be sUrYeyed on apphcatlOn bell1g made to that effect by the Postmaster General. 

I am, ~\:c. 
To the Secretary of Her J\Iajesty'~ Treasury. (Signed) C. H. PEXXELL, pro Secretary. 

No.71. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECrmTARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Hoyal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, Q5th July 18(50. 

By desire of the Board of Directors I have the honour to request you will be so good 
as to bring under the ElvouralJle consideration of his Grace the Postmaster General the 
statement contained in my communication of the lath instant, r~specting the steam ship 
" Pacific." 

The Directors are quite ignorant of the grounds upon which the" Pacific " has bEen 
rejected as a temporary ship, ::IS stated in your communication of the 13th instant. her 
trial trip having been most satisfactory, and her power being equal to the terms of the 
contract. 

This vessel is in all respects a well-known fast ship, and a large Sllll1 of money has 
been recently expended in fitting her with new boilers, in improving her machinery, and 
in equipping her in every respect for the postal service. 

Under these circulllstances the Directors respectfully submit that his Grace may be 
pleased to reconsider the question of the temporary employment of this ship, and they 
are quite ready to make allY further improvements or alterations which may be deemed 
necessary by the Admiralty surveyor so as to render her acceptable to the Government. 

J have &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. EO,\TE, Secretary. 

No. 7'2. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECltETARY to the POST On'ICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam ~avigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Callnon Street, E.C., London, Q5th Jlliv 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acqllaint YOLl, for the information of the Postmaster"General, that 
a report has been received at this office from the Commander of the" Parana" of the 
arrival of that ship at New York, on the 9th instant; an extract of the letter is herewith 
transmitted . 

. His G.race will be pleas~d to observe that strong head gales were experienced by the 
Slllp du.rlllg almost the entlfe passage, and when heavy westerly gales prevail, the fastest 
maIl slllps have been upwards of sixteen days in making the passage to Halifax, Boston, 
and New York . 

. T!1e " Pa.rana" ha.s undoubtedly shown tbt she is capable of performing the service 
wltllll1 the tune speCIfied, and had she been bOllnd to Boston instead of New York, the 
passage wOllld, at the same rate of speed, have ueen performed in ~cI., hours less than the 
time stipulated in the contract. 

. The Directors therefore I};\\'e every confidence in. ofrering this ship for acceptance by 
hIS Grace the Postmaster General to convey the malls to Boston on the 7th of August. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

Enclosure in No. 7Q. 
EXTRACT from LETTER of Captain \YILLLUI HF.E"~AX, Commander of the Paddle Steamer" Parana," 

dated Kew York, 9th July 1860. 
" Sir, 

" "I BEG, to inform ~ou that. the 'Paran~' arrived here this morning at 10 a.m., making the passage 
from Galway to tl118 port 111 11 days l.J hours. I enclose you abstract of log, in which you will 

" perceive 
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" perceive that in a winter passage we could not have experienced more unfavourable weather' almost 
" a continued gale of wind right ahead the whole way from Galway to St. John's. ' 

" If 'Ye had experienced even a few days of moderate summer weather (as micrht have been expected 
" at. thIs sea?on), I am confident the' Parana' would have done the work 18 or 24 hours under the 
" stIpulated hme." 

A I 
A: M. Weir, Esq., General Manager, (Signed) W)l. HEEKA~. 

t antIc Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

(44,,110. ) 
No. 73. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, London, 26th July 186u. 
I AM d}rected by the Postmaster General to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the Q5th Instant, requesting his Grace to reconsider the question of allowing the steamer 
" Pacific" to be temporarily employed in the conveyance of mails between Galway and 
the United States under the contract with the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation 
Comp~ny, and I am to inform you, in reply, that the report of the Admiralty surveyors 
on thiS vessel showed that, besides being greatly below the tonnage required by the 
contract, the "Pacific" is in many important respects in a very defective state and 
totally unfit for the mail service. 

Under these circumstances, his Grace must again decline to accept this vessel for the 
conveyance of the mails. 

A. Boate, Esq., 
Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

I am, &c. 
(Signet!) F. HILL. 

No. 74. 

The POSTMASTER GENERAL to the TREASURY. 

My Lords, General Post Office, 26th July 1860. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of your Lordships, the 'copy of a 

letter '*' £i'om the Secretary of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 
together with a copy of the reply * made to that letter, respecting the inability of the 
Company to despatch a steamer to Newfoundland on the 21st instant under their separate 
contract witiJ the Colonial Government. 

Your Lordships will perceive that the Company have agreed to the condition upon 
which I gave my assent to their proposal to despatch no packet on this occasion, but to 
send the mails by their packet for N ew York of the 2,:Hh instant, such condition being 
that they should forfeit the amount of the subsidy for that particular voyage. 

I have requested the Duke of Newcastle to int(wm the Governor of Newfoundland of 
this arrangement. 

I have, &c. 
The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. (Signed) ARGYLL. 

( 49,440.) 
No. 75. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 20tb July 1860. 
HAVING laid before the Postmaster General your letter of yesterday's date, I am 

directed by his Grace to state, in reply, that the steam ship "Paralla" is due at Galway 
on her return from New York to-morrow, and if she arrives in due course or with very 
little delay, there will be ample time for her to be surveyed by the Admiralty surveyors, 
and for their report to be received before the period fixed for the next departure from 
Galway. 

If the "Parana" be found in all respects fit for the service, the Postmaster Genera 
will sanction her employment for one more '.'oyage. 

But I am to state that in the event of the" Parana" not arriving in time to undergo 
the proper official survey required by the contract, and of no otber efficient vessel being 

* See Letters Nos. 64 and 66. 

(132.) E provided 
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provided, surveyed, and accep~ed before the day for. the ~ext ~espatch, the Post~aster 
General will require that particular voyage to be omItted, 111 whIch case the SUhSIdy for 
it will of course be forfeited. 

I am, &c. 

A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

NO.76. 

Mr. LAING, M.P., to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My Lord Duke, Treasury Chambers, Q7th July 1860. 
I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury your Grac~'s 

report of the 11th instant, and its enclosure, and I am desired by my Lords to state m 
reply, that in consequence of the provisional state of tile Gal way contract, th~y have 
delayed answering your Grace's previous letter of the 11th April last, respect111g. the 
Newfoundland mail service, which must continue necessarily 011 a provisional footmg, 
until it be finally ascertained whether the Galway service is to become regularly 
established. 

The estimate for this service being still delayed, owing to the state of public business, 
my Lords can only say that it appears to them that in the meantime mails for Newfound-
1and may be sent by steamers which may be sailing with mails from Galway to call at 
St. John's; but it must be distinctly understood that this is only done provisionally and 
without prejudice to future arrangements, as it appears to their Lordships that if the 
Galway line be established, the question of sending mails by it, or by an independent 
monthly line, to Newfoundland, mllst depend on the willinglless of the Colony to continue 
their subsidy. 

Having obtained, as the result of pressing applications, an inferior monthly service at 
a subsidy, to be paid by the Colony, of 8,5001. a year, it seems to their Lordships certain 
that Newfoundland would gladly continue this subsidy for a very superior postal service, 
but if there should be any unwillingness to do so, the conveyance of Newfoundland mails 
by this route must be discontinued, as it would be altogether unreasonable that New­
foundland should entirely escape, at the expense of the mother country, the payment 
which she had voluntarily undert,lken for no other reason than because a superior is 
substituted for an inferior means of communication. 

I have, &c. 
The Postmaster General, (Signed) S. LAING. 

&c. &c. &c. 

No.77· 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

A tlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, London, 30th July 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of his Grace the Postmaster 
General, that the" Parana," having arrived at Galway on Saturday last, the agent to the 
Company reports that she is ready to proceed to sea again at a moment's notice. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No.78. 

(848 L.) Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 30th July 1860. 
WITH refer~nc; to yOUi'. Jetter of this .day's date, stating that the" Parana" is reported 

by the AtlantIC hoya.1 Mati Steam NaVIgation Company's agent at Galway to be ready 
to proceed to sea 3g~1I1 at a moment's notice, I request you will inform me whether the 
Postmaster General IS to understand that the" Parana" is ready to be surveyed at any 
time the Admiralty may appoint. 

A. Boate, Esq., 10, Cannon Street, E.C. 
I am, &c. 

(Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 79. 
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No. 79. 
Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 30th July 1860. 

IN reply to your communication of this day's date, I have the honour to acquaint you 
that the " Parana" is quite ready to be surveyed, and instructions have been given to 
the officer commanding and others to afford every facility to the officers of Her M<~esty's 
Government to be employed on that duty. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No.80. 

Mr. 'VEIR to the SECRETARY to the Post OFFICE. 

Sir, 2d August 1800. 
THE steamer" Parana," of London, Q,7S0 tOilS register, Captain Heenan, being the 

" ship appoillted to sail with Her Majesty's mails of 7th instant fl'om Galway to Boston, J 
have the honour to request that you will cause a certificate to be issued exempting that 
ship from the operation of the Passenger Act, hom and after the 7th instant, under the 
bond given by this Company, dated 2~d June 1859. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. M. WEm. 

No. 81. 

(868 L.) Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 4th August 1860. 
ADVERTING to my letter of the 21st June, I am directed by the Postmaster General 

to request that you will state to the Directors of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navi­
gation Company that his Grace, having had before him the reports of the agents of this 
Department at Boston and New York respectively, has fixed twelve o'clock (noon) as the 
usual hour of sailing from each of those ports of the Company's contract packets; but 
su~iect to the discretion of the Admiralty agent to name an earlier or a later hour when 
the tide will not permit of the packet sailing at noon. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 8~. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.e., London, 'Hh August 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to request you will be so good as to furnish the Company with th~ 
letter of exemption for the steam ship" Parana," which it is requisite should be forwalded 
to Gal way this day. 

If the certificate cannot be given to day, it will be too late to send it on Monday, as 
the emiO'ration officer has to survey the ship on that day; this, howe\'er, may be remedied 
if you ~ill favour the Company by sending a telegram to Galway on Monday morning 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary 

No. 88. 
(.51,477· ) 

Mr. 'fILLEY to M1'. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 6th Augllst 1860. 
I AM directed by the Postmaster General to inform YOll that, having received the 

report of the Admiralty officer appointed to survey the steam ship "Parana" as to her 
(lS~.) E ~ fitness 
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fitness to be employed under the contract wi~h the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam. Naviga­
tion Company for the conveyance of the maIls between galway. and Boston, his Grace 
is pleased to approve of the employment of the" Parana for tIns voyage. 

I am, &c. 

A B t E q ( SiQ"ned) J. TILLEY. . oa e, s., '-' 
Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. 84. 
(51,477.) 

Mr. TILLEY to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 6th August 1860. 
IN reply to your letter of the 2(1 instant, I beg to enclose a certificate signed by the 

Postmaster General, exempting the steam ship" Parana," which is about to be employed 
in conveying the mails of the 7th instant fi'om Galway to the United States, from the 
operation of the Passengers Act. 

A messaQ"e has been forwarded by telegraph to the postmaster of Galway, informing 
him that sl~ch certificate has been granted, and desiring him to acquaint the emigration. 
officer of the fact. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 
(Signed) J. TILLEY. 

No.85. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited,' 
Sir, 10, Canllon Street, E.c., London, 7th August 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the inforlllation of his Grace the Postmaster General, 
that the steam ship" COllllallght " having met with an accident to her machinery on the 
olltwarcl voyage to noston, the Directors have been informed that the necessary repairs 
cannot be e£rected so as to enable her to sail before the 7th instant (this day), instead of 
the 31st ultimo, as originally appointed. 

In reporting this accident, and consequent delay to the service, 1 am instructed to 
submit that his Grace may be pleased to consider the propriety of e£recting a change in 
the elates of the departure of the ships of the Galway line, so that the departures hom 
Galway and from New York and Boston may be Oil the same dates, under which arranrre­
ment the Company would always have a second ship in each port on the day of saili~O", 
provided the voyage should not exceed fourteen days, and in the event of any accide~t 
occurring to one ship on the outward or homeward voyage, another vessel would be on 
the spot ready to take her place. 

Should his Grace the Postmaster General be pleased to entertain this suggestion, the 
Directors beg leave to submit that the change may he effected by altering the day of 
departure of the" Connaught" fi'om the 21st to the 28th instant, and they respectfully 
recomn~en~ the adoption of the ~rrangement, .as being calculated to .secure greater 
regulanty III the serVIce, and to obViate delays WhICh may occur, by casualtIeS or accidents 
to the ships at sea. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. 
1 have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 86. 
(52,602. ) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 8th August 1860. 
REFERRING to your letter of yesterday'S date, I have to request that, before I submit 

that letter to the Postmaster General, you will furnish me with a time-table for the next 
t,hree mont!ls, ~bowing the days upon which t.be Directors of the Atlantic Royal Mail 
Steam NaVIgatIOn Company p.ropose that their packets should leave Galway, the port 
(Boston or New York) to wInch each packet shouio. proceed, the stay to be made by the 

packet 
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packet at the port, and the days upon which the packets should leave the port on the 
return voyage to Galway. 

It is very desirable that the Directors should consider the question very fully, because 
in the event of the Postmaster General consenting to their proposal to change the days of 
sailing already announced, his Grace will, certainly, be very reluctant to entertain any 
application at a future time for a further alteration. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 
(Signed) l!'. HILL. 

~o. 87. 

Mr. BOATE to lVlr. F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal .Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, London, 9th August 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your cOllllllunication of the 8th instant, 
and am instructed by the Directors to state that they have maturely considered the 
question of altering the days of sailing as suggested and recommended to his Grace the 
Postmaster General in my letter of the 7th instant. 

The time-table requested is herewith transmitted. 
I have, &c. 

F. Hill, Esq. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

Enclosure in No. 87. 

Proposed Sailings from Galway to Boston and X ew York for Three }Ionth,. 

Dates of sailing from 

Galway. 

August 28 
September 11 -

" 
0-
-,) 

October 9 
C)cI 

" _.J 

November G 

" 
20 

December ± 

(9~1 L.) 

For C{ew York 

Boston. 

New York 
Boston 
New York 
Boston 
New York 
Boston 
New York 

Boston 

f;hip lying at J\l'W York i- or Doston.~~_ 

I )ay s. Ilollr8. 

---- - -

lfi ()t} 

Iii I-: (. 

Jli ~ )() 

16 .'-: 

11; ~':! 

14 12 
15 

l-i I;! 

No. SS. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

From Xew York and 

Booton 

tor Galway. 

September '2.) 
October U 

., tIc) - '-~ 

.:\ oH'lllber Ii 

" ~() 
December 1 

18 

1:3ij 1. 
January 1. 

Sir, General Post Office, 14th August 1860. 
WITH reference to your letters of the 7th and 9th installt, I am directed by the Post­

master General to state to you, for the informatioll of the Directors of the Atlantic Royal 
Mail Steam Navigation Company, that, under the circLllllstances represented, his Grace 
has been pleased to accede to their application to postpone from the Q1st to the Q8th 
instant the despatch of the next packet from Galway for America, and that he has sanctioned 
the adoption of the time-table for this service for the remainder of the present year, which 
you transmitted to this office. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navif;-tc~On Company. 

E 3 No. 89. 
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No. 89. 
(54,429.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

S'r General Post Office, 15th August 1860. 
I H~~E to call your attention to the circumstance that the proper form of" Abstract of 

Journal," for the \'oyage to and from Ne,:,foundland of. the" Golden Fleece,"* has not 
yet reached this office, and I request that It may be obtall1ed and sent to me. 

lam, &c. 

A B t E ( Signed) F. HILL. . oa e, sq. 

No. 90 .. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Lim.ited, 
Sir 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, £21st August 1860. 

I AM 'instructed to offer for the postal service on the 28th instant the steam ship" Prince 
Albert." 

Information has this momina' reached the Directors that this ship has performed the 
last vovage from Galway to N~w York, calling at St. John's, Newfoundland, in 10 days 
and 26;\- hours, which is 5t hours under the time specified in the contract. 

I have also the honour to j:'epoft that the steam ship" COllnaught" has met with an accident 
on the homeward voyage, the repair of which may probably not be comp.lete? in time 
for her to leave the station on the '28th instant. The Directors therefore tlunk It prudent 
to offer the" Prince Albert," which ship they trust his Grace the Postmaste~' General 
will be pleased. under the circumstances above stated, to accept for the serVIce on the 
28th instant. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No. 91. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office j 22ml Allgust 1860. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 16th ultimo, acquainting you that at least a week's 

notice is requisite when any vessel belonging to the Atlantic Royal I\1ail Steam Naviga­
tion Company is required to be surveyed, I am directed by the Postmaster General to 
inform you that, in addition to giving notice a week before the survey is appointed to 
take place, it is necessary that another week should be allowed between the date of the 
survey, and the period at which it is proposed that the vessel, if accepted, should be 
employed in the conveyance of the mails. 

It has been found tbat this interval is required for the various communications which 
have to be made after the survey has taken place, and inconvenience has been experienced 
on one or two recent occasions in consequence of less time being given. 

The Postmaster General directs me, therefore, to reqllest that wben the Atlantic Royal 
Mail Steam Navigation Company are about to place a new steam ship on the line contracted 
for, information of the circumstance, with full particulars, should be communicated to this 
Office not less than a week before the survey is to take place, and not less than a fortnia'ht 
before it is proposed that such new steamer shall commence the service. I::> 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 92, 

(958 L.) Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, . General Post Office, 2Sd August 1860. 
I HAVE laId before the Postmaster General your letter of the 21st inst., offerin IT on 

behalf of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company the screw steamer "P~ince 

'iF Arrived at Galway 2d August. 
Albert " 
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Albert" for the conveyance f!'om Galway of the American mails appointed to be 
despatched on the ':28tb instant, and I am directed to acquaint you, that considering that 
permission wa.; granted to the Company last month to employ the "Prince Albert" for 
one voyage only as a special case, and as the Duke of Argyll was assured that the 
Company would not again ask for a similar indulgence, the Postmaster General cannot 
consent to the "Prince Albert," which has not been surveyel by the officers of the 
Board of Admiralty, being again employed in this service. 

D nder these circumstances, unless the "Connaught," the only vessel which has been 
surveyed and accepted for the service, can be despatched with the next mail, tbis mail 
must be forwarded by anotber route, and the voyage from Galway next Tuesday, with 
the corresponding return voyage, must be omitted; a proportionate part of the subsidy 
being forfeited. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. 93. 
;\11'. BOATE to Mr. F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.e., London, 24th August 1860. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 'Z.'3d inst., informing the 
Directors of this Company that the "Prince Albert" steam ship cannot be accepted for 
the conveyance of Her Majesty's mails on the '2'C1th inst., and that his Grace the Post­
master General "was assured that the Company would not again ask for a similar 
" indulg'ence." 

The Directors are not aware how this has arisen, but taking into consideration the 
performances of the "Prince Albert," and her character as one of the fastest steamers 
afloat, the Directors have received with some astonishment and surprise the views of his 
Grace the Postmaster General. 

I am desired to bring the matter respectfully under the notice of his Grace in the hope 
that on a reconsideration of the circumstances the" Prince Albert" may be accepted as 
the ship for the '28th instant. 

The communications which were made to the Government by this Board prior to the 
granting of the subsidy fully satisfied them that no blame whatever was attributable to 
the Company for the delay in the delivery of their new steamers, but on the contrary 
that the Board had used every possible exertion to ensure their delivery in time for the 
performance of the contract. The dates of "the contracts" and the details respecting 
them \\'ere also explained to the Government, showing them the penalties which were to 
be incurred by the builders for non-delivery of the ships. 

The Government being satisfied therefore that it was a mere question of delay for a 
short time, and that every effort had been made by the Company, expressed their 
opinion that some indulgence ought to be shown and facilities granted to the Company 
under the very peculiar and special circumstances of the case. 

I have therefore to request, 011 behalf of the Board of Directors, a similar consideration 
and indulgence at the hands of his Grace the Postmaster General. 

The Directors conceive that they have the strollgest ground for making this request. 
The three remaining new ships of the Company are not delivered. . 
One, however, will be delivered in about a fortnight, and another is to be ready in the 

month of September. 
In the meantime the Directors would ask permission to have the "Prince Albert" 

adopted as one of the ships. 
The" Prince Albert" has made fifteen successful voyages across the Atlantic. 
She has had 30,0001. expended upon her during the last twelve months. 
She is of the required horse power, and of greater tonnage than is provided for by the 

contract. 
She has the approval of Her Majesty's Surveyor of Packets, who expressed the most 

favourable opinion of her on the last survey, a few weeks ago. 
She is provided with the Board of Trade certificates. 
She has performed the voyage between Galway and St. John's under six days, and on 

the last occasion of carrying Her Majesty's mails under the Imperial contract, she 
accomplished the voyage between Galway and New York in 5~ hours under the time 
required by the penal clause of the contract. 

E 4 I may 
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I may add that the Company propo~e to make such arrangements as will be satisfactory 
to his Grace the Postmaster General m future.. . 

Trusting that the circumstances above detailed win meet wIth the favourable consIdera-
tion of his Grace the Postmaster General. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. F. Hill, Esq., General Post Office. 

P.S.-The " Prince Albert" will of course 
voyage. 

take the Newfoundland mails on her next 

No.94. 

Mr. WEIR to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam :l'\avigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 124th August 1800. . 

THE steam ship" Prince Albert," of London, 1,'1"6;3 tons register, Capt. Prowse, bcmg 
the ship appointed to sail with Her Majesty's mails of '27th instant from qalway for 
St. John's, Newfoundland, and New York, I have the honour to reque~t you wIll calise a 
certificate to be issued, exempting that ship from the uperation of the Passenger Act, 
from and after the 127tl1 instant, under the bond given by this Company, dated 12.zd J llne 
1859. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. M. WEIR, 

General Manager. 

(56,451. ) No.95. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. WEIR. 

Sir, General Post Office, Q4th August 1860. 
WITH reference to your letter of this day's date, requesting to be furnished with a 

certificate exempting the steam ship "Prince Albert" from the provisions of the 
Passengers Act, I have to refer you to my letter of yesterday's date, in which I informed 
the Directors of the Atlantic Royal .Mail Steam Navigation Company that the Post­
master General could not accept the "Prince AlLert" for tile conveyance of the next 
mails from Galway to America. 

I am, &c. 
A. M. Weir, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

(56,908. ) No.96. 

Mr. F. HILL to 1\11'. BOATE. 

Sir,. . General Post Office, 125th August 1860. 
I HAVE to transmIt to YOll the accompanymg blank form of "Abstract of Journal for 

" the Packets between Galway and New York, or Boston," and to inform you that as no 
Admiralty agent was on board the. steam ship. " Connaught I, on her recent voyage to 
and from ~oston, tll~ llec~ssary partIculars relatIng to her voyage out and home have not 
Leen furnIshed to tIllS Office. I requet>t therefore that you will be good enough to cause 
the enclosed form to be filled up, and retlll'ned to me as early as possible. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. HILL. A. Boate, Esq., 

Atlantic Royal l\Jail Steam Navigation Company. 

(958 L.) No. 87. 
1\11'. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, . General Post Office, c.?5th Aucrust 1860. 
" ~.AVING lal(~ );,our secon.d letter: of yesterday'S date, relative to th~ employment of the 

Pllnce Albe) ~ steam. S.hlp, befole the Postmaster General, r am dIrected to inform you 
that, on certalll condItIOns, and on these only, his Lordship has very reluctantl 
consented to grant the Company's request. y 

These 
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These conditions are,-first, that, as on the previous occasion of the use of this vessel, 
a fine of 5001. be paid, in addition to any penalties which may arise for over-time 
on th.e voyage; and, secondly, that the Directors do state in writing that this i" the 
last tIme that they will ask for permission to use ally vessel which is not strictly within 
the. terms. of the contract, including of course the provision which refJuires that the 
entIre deSIgns, plans, and sections of every vessel shall, previolls to building, be presellted 
for approval by the Postmaster General. 

\Vhen the time had been appointed for the present service to commence, no applica­
~ion was made by the Directors of the Company to postpone the commencement, although 
lt soon became evident that they were 110t in a position for working the service under 
the terms of the contract; but Lord Stanley of Alclerley desires that it may be distinctly 
understood, that after the departure of the" Prince Albert" on Tuesday next, either 
the contract must be fully performed, or the Directors must at once apply tor leave tl) 
sllspend it, with a statel1lent of the grounds upon which they make such application, as 
no fmther irregularities will be permitted. 

On receipt of a letter f)'om you, informing me tllat the Directors entirely agree in the 
conditions I have named, orders will be given to permit the cmLarkation of the mails on 
Tuesday next on board the" Prince Albert." 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., 

Atlantic Royal 1\Jail Steam Navigation Company. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 98. 

1\11'. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic RoyallVIail Steam Navigation Company (Limited), 
Sir, London, <;21,tl1 A llgllst 18(;0, S 1I nday a hernoon. 

AFTER my interview with Lord Stanley of Alderley yesterday "fternoon, I received 
your letter (No. 958 L.) at 7 o'clock p.m., but up to this hour ha\'e been unable to see 
any of the Directors, the Chairman of the Company beillg alit of tOWll. 

Being anxious, however, to reply to your communication at the earliest possible 
moment, I have the honom on behalf of the Company to as'iellt to the condition imposed 
as regard'S the fine of 5001. for the employmellt of the" Prince Albert" on the 28th 
inst., in addition to any other penalties which may arise from over-time on 1 he voyage, 
and from my knowledge of what has passed at the Board, I feel a~sured that the Directors 
will, in the course of the enslling week be in a position to make a definite arrangement 
with the Post Office Department so as to avoid all further discussion. 

I may also mention that the new Board of Directors will in all probability be finally 
completed all 'Vednesday next. In the meantime, some of t1le new Directors have gone 
to Hull and to i\'ewcastle, in order to inspect the new ships, and ascertain with certainty 
the precise periods on which the bllilders can confidently assure the Board that they 
will be delivered. 

I trust that it is understood by the Post Office Department that this difficulty does 
not arise hom any circumstances over which the Company has any control. 

The builders are now incurring heavy penalties for non-delivery of the remaining 
vessels. 

These circumstances were explained to Her :\Iajesty's Government prior to the vote 
on the subsidy, and it was felt that the Company was entitled to ask for indlllgence as 
regards the temporary substitution of other ships, provided the service cOlild be pcr­
formed to the satisfaction of the Post Office Department. I respectfully trust, therl'i(He, 
that his Lordship the Postmaster General will be of opinion that the Company is entitled 
to some consideration. 

As regards the" Prince Albert," it is grati(ying to learn that she has performed the 
postal service fully and efficiently. . 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

(958 L.) 
No. 99. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 
SIR, General Post Office, '27t11 August 18GO. 

I HAVE submitted to the Postmaster General your further letter of the '2Uth instant, 
relative to the employment of the steam ship" Prince Albert" ill the contract mail sel-

(132.) F VICt', 



vice, and I am to inform you that his Lordsl?ip, consicleri~g your letter.as ~onveyillg the 
acqlliescence of the Directors of the AtlantIC Hoyal Mall .steam NavigatIOn Company 
in all the conditions under which alone this Department could ~ccept the " ~n~lce 
Albert," (including an assurallce that the Directors \~ill not agall1 as~ for a SImilar 
indulgence), will permit the mails of to-mOIrow to be forwarded from balway by that 
vessel. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Company. 

No.l00. 

Mr. BOAT£: to 1\1r. F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company (Limited), 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 7th September 18GO. 

'Vl'fII reference to the third paragraph of' your communication of the Q5th ultimo, 
U.jS L., ao; to the suspension of the contract until all four of the Company's 11e\V vessels 
wene completed, I have the honour to ~late, for the information of the Postmaster 
General, that the Directors, having taken this matter into consideration, have com­
municatcll with the Treasury upon the subject, and having regard to the importance of 
110t making any absolllte sw:pell:iion of the COlltract, and considering the requirements of 
your Department with respect to the ships for the service, the Directors resolved to 
!-oubmit a proposition to the Treasury for making the mail service a 1110nthly service for 
a short time, the period not in any case to exceed six months, the fortnightly service to be 
reslimeci so soon :lS the other t,vo new vessels of the COIllpany are ready. 

Mr. yr eir, the general manager, and l\Ir. Yallance, the solicitor to the Company, 
attended at the Treasury t his morning, and were informed that this matter had been 
brought under your cOl;sicleration, an'd will be referred to his Lordship the Postmaster 
General. 

The Directors trust this view will meet with his Lordship's approval. 
Having regard to the objection you entertained to the ,. Parana," the Directors do not 

propose to offer her again for the voyage OIl the 11 th instant, but that the monthly 
vOy~lge shall date from the i.28tl1 August Ia:-.t, so as to make the next departure on the 
'}.jth September instant. 

For this voyage on the <;2.')tll :September instant, the" COllnaught H will be in perfect 
order, and for tlie voyage on the ~.sd October the" Leinster," another of the new ships, 
will be reach,. 

The ('on{pany propose, therefor"" to carryon tIle montbly service with those two ships 
ulltil the otber t\\'o shjp~ are completed. 

I lllay mention that the" Parana" made her \'oyage out to Boston in one day and 
tJlree hOllrs \IIider the time ~tiplilatec1, and she has arrived tbis morning at Galway on her 
return voyage considerably under the time, bringillg New York intelligence up to the 
31st ultimo. 

Still, in deference to the wishes of the Postmaster General, the Company will not press 
upon your Department to accept the" Parana" again. 

I am, &c. 
F. Hill, Esq., &c. &c. &c. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 101. 
(lOISt.) 

Mr. F. HILL to l\Jr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 18th September 1860. 
THE Po~tl1laster General lJas r~cei~'ecl, throu~h th~ Colonial Office, the copy of a 

n~spatc,'l frOllJ th,~ Go.vernOl: of Newfoundland, III whIch he complains that the steam 
SllIp "Connaught, whIch sailed from Boston on the 7th August last, failed to call at 
St. John's on her way to England. 

The only explanation on this point that has ret been furnished to this Office is con­
ta!ned in. a memora~um a.ddressed to the Postmaster of Galway, and signed by the purser 
of the ShIp, and wInch SImply states that the" Connaught" arrived off St. John's at 
8 a.m. on the 11 ~.h A~gust, an? that, owing to the disabled state of the engines and a 
dense fog, the shIp SaIled for Galway at 9.80 p.m. on the lQth, without landing mails. 

As, 



As, however, the Governor states in his Despatch that, on reference to the shipping 
lists, he finds that 011 the 10th, 11 th, 12th, and l.3th August, no less than 3~ sailing 
vessels entered the port from all parts of the world (several of them ti'om the United 
States), and also the mail steamer from Halif~n;, it appears to the Postmaster General 
that the explanation given by the pLlrser is by 110 means satisfactory; and I am to 
request, therefore, that you will furnish me, for the information of his Lordship, ,vith filII 
particulars of the circumstancE's under which the "Connaught" fitilec1 to land the mails 
for Newfoundland and to embark the mails for Ellghntl 011 the lith Augllst last. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., 

Atlantic Royal Mail Stmm Navigation Company. 
(:';igned) F. HILL. 

No.102. 

Mr. AIWUTHNOT to the POSTMASTER GENEHAL. 

My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 13th September 1860. 
I AM desired by the Lords Commissioners of Her l\laje~ty's Treasury to transmit, f(}!' 

your Lordship's information, the enclosed copies of t\\'o letters ac1dre c,·,ed to this Board 
on behalf of the Atlantic Hoyal Mail Steam Na\'ip,atiol1 Company, and I alll to state that 
the contract for the Galway service having now Leel] affirmed by a vote of Parli,m1ellt, 
it ceases to be of a provisional character, and must be dealt WIth 011 the :,~ll11e principle~ 
as other existing mail contracts. 

The supervision over these contracts is now YC'sted by Act of Parliamcnt in the l:1o::;t­
master General, and it rests with him, in the iir:ot instance, to decide whether the 
conditions hayc been fllifilled, and "I!at temporary l11oJifications may Le properly 
admitted. References will continue to lw made to this Board in cases of diC1clllty 
involving the existence of the cont' act, or any seriotts alteratioll of its tc,'lllS, as r,o,g;lr(]s 
either the pecuniary liabilities of tllc PlllJlic or tl:c amount of f'Cl\':ce to k' pert()Ll~cd, 
and their Lordships wiil be rCcllly to consider any representations lil~lLL by p~lrti,.:,> 
questioning the decision of the Po~tll1,i,ter G;~t1eral. 

Subject to this gene ral cUltral, it would be inexpedient that their LOI'lLhips shollU 
interfere with the execlitive ftlnctiolls of' tile PO,LIl1~lster Gelleral, \'.'ho is ill1lll'.:'di~lkly 
responsible for the arrangements for giving due effect to po:-:tCll COiltr:.lcts afler they haH' 
received the s1nction ot' Parliament. My LOl'lb, tiJerefore, will refrain hom expres',ill.:'" 
any opinion on the applicatilll1s i!f' the CO!llpallY ulltil they sllall kl\'~ beC'1l con,idered b~ 
your LordslJip, further than to absent' that the same principles will apply lu thi" a;; t~) 
other mail contracts; viz., that while, 011 the one hand, undlle aclv.mtage shollld not he 
taken of contractors \\"Iw have been IJreYentell by 1IIlaYOiJ~1!Jle circu;]'.<ancl's from the 
literal fulfilment of their engagements as re~~~Hds time, on the other il;lncl, that all 
indefinite or very protracted delay in COl1lml·llciil,:~· tile complde ~ervicc with prop"i' 
vessels would not be cOlbistCllt with the f:lil' spirit c:f tile cOillr;lci J and \\ould constitute 
a O'round, not ollly for filles, but for its avoidance altogether. 
~In case, therefore, yom Lordship shoLl.ILI be of ~pinio:l t~lat the Pl:op()~cd ,]'JIV m~~ll(' uy 

the Company C\o. 8 ill.l\les,srs< Vallance s letter o~ the ()th l:::,tant), fei' ~\ mOllthly service 
fur a period not e.xc~edlng SIX months-such serVIce, hOlyever, to be performed by vl'.~:"l·ls 
coming strictly withm the tenm .of the. contr:lct-I~lay projle~'ly be accepted, It would 
seem desirable in order to aVOId pOSSible difficultIes hereafter, that, as a condition or 
accedinO' to thi~ or any other temporary arrangemellt, a distinct Cl<111:;e should be inserted 
avoidin~ the whole contract, without any claim for damages, at the end of such period as 
may bebfixed, if the Coml~any are then unable to fLllfil its conditions strictly according to 
their fair intent and meamng. 

Also, if a monthly service ?e pel~~1it.ted, it wOLll~I seem right, as ,the ~oml~any say that 
their second vessel, the "Lell1ster, wlll be ready 111 10 days or a fortl1Ight trom the 1st 
September, that ~he al~d the "Connaught" shol1ll~ be employed .on that service, the 
payments tor Wll1Ch :vIll, of co~rse, not exceed half the amount winch woull have been 
payable for the fortl11-?htly serVIce. ". . 

And further, refernng to the letter from tillS Board to Messrs. Vallance, rebtive to the 
Newfoundland mail service (of which. a copy is herewith trans.mitted), and to their reply 
of the 6th instant, it would seem deSIra~le th~t your ~ordsillp should take this oppor­
tunitv of cominO' to a clear understandltlg With the Company as to the performance of 
that ~ervice for file Colonial subsidy. 

The other points set fortl~ in Messrs. Vallance's last letter my Lords leave for the 
consideration of your LordshllJ'o 

F 2 Subject 
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Subject to these observations, my Lords suspe~d their judgment o~ t~e whole question 
until they receive the report of your LordshIp on the COllllllUlllcatIOns now referred 
to you. 

I have, &c. 
The Postmaster Genera], (Signed) G. ARBUTHNOT. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Enclosure N'o. 1 in No. 102. 

:\lr. H.DI J LTO" to :\Ic~sr". \' _~LL.\);CE. 

Gentlemen Treasury Chambers, 29th August 1860. 
I .Dr l'ummal~ded by the Lurds Commis:oil)ners of Her Majesty's Treasury to acquaint you that their 

Lordships hm-e deferred replying to your letter of the lIth ultimo, in referel~ce tu the postal contract 
with Newfuundland, IIwing tu the uncertain state of the contract for the serVIce between Galway and 
America. 

The estimates for that servic(' having 111)\V been voted by Parliament, it will be desirable to come to 
some clear understanding as to the senice between Galway and ~cwfoundland. 

Yuur letter Ill' the 11 tl~ ultimo, and the Order in Council of the Culony of Newfoundland therein 
referred hI, appear til contemplate the cuntinuance' uf a monthly service on terms of the existing con­
had, entirely independent uf the fortnightly senice between Gal,yay and America, under the contract 
which has just been sanctiuned by Parliament. 

~Iy Lurds wuuld be glad to know ,yhether thi" i:-; the present intention of yllur Company, more 
eSl'ecialJ Y as the arrangements with Canada, referred to in yllllr former lette!', have not taken effect, or 
whether what you Jl!'IIJIIN' is "lime arrangement hy which the mail:o for ~ ewfoundland may be conyeyed 
by the main line of Tran~atlantil' :,kamers. 

As til .. Company are buund hy the terms IIf the contract tn eall at or off St. John'", Xewfoundland, 
fill' the purpose of deliwring telegraphic me~~,l~es, it is understood by the Post Office that they are 
bound tu cany mails abo til and from St. John'~, without extra eharge, unless it can be clearly shown 
that this is 1'I)ntrary to the fair meaning Ill' the ellntract, and to the understanding of the parties at the 
time. 

'Withuut prejudice til the questillll IIf ellnstruction fur the present, my Lords 'would observe that it 
dill'S nut seem reasllnable that the CUIOllY of );l,\\fllundland shuuld cease to clllltribute the sum of 
f:,!lOu1. a year, which they han' been read)'; tl) P,lY fur an inferior service, in the eyent of a superior one 
being substituted, and thl'refore the:- would be prepared til make the continuance uf this Colonial 
sllb~idr til the Company a eonditiul1 IIf perfllrming the mail service to and frum St. John's, whether by 
an independent line ur by the main line; but loukillg at thl' large amllunt of subsidy already payable 
by the Imperial Goycrnment til the CUlllJJ<my, my Lords ,yould not think it reasonal)le til contribute an 
additional +':)(101. a year frulll Imperial funcl5, in aid uf a serYice which, under the prubable construction 
of the ('untract, they l'lIuld require tu lJe dune, without extra payment, by the steamers to whose support 
they are already contributing 78,U001. a year. 

If this arrangemcnt were carried uut, the Company would be in the receipt of 78,O()II/. a year from 
the Impprial Guvernment, and ,",.jllo/. a year from the Xe\\fllundland Cumpany, fur ,yhich they would 
take mails as well as klegrams til ami from St, Juhn's by their regular steamers, but be relieH'd from 
thc nel'l'~,..ity uf running an indept'l1(iel!t monthly line j ur, on the uther hand, if they preferred it, they 
might run suc·h independent line for ~('wfl)undland mails, and call for telegrams only "ith their main 
line. 

My Lllrds would be glad to kno,,' distinctly what ell\1l'se the Cumpany propose to adopt, with a view 
to further communieatiun with the Culony of N ewfuundland on the subject. 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) G. A. HAmLTox. 1\le58r". Yallance and Yallance, 

20, Lower Essex Street, Strand. 

Enclosure No.2 in No. 102. 

:'le3sl':', Y.\LL\X<E to the TRE.~sURY. 

My Lord~, 20, Essex Street, Strand, London, 3d September 1860. 
WE haye, on behalf of the Atlantic Royal ::\Iail Steam l'avigation Company (Limited), to submit to 

your Lnrdships the following ~tatell1ent and request:-
, Prior to t~e yote being p~sse(~ b)~ Parliament for the subsidy to this Company,. the fullest explana­

tions ,yere gncll to .Her ~ I illest,Y ,; GOYer?ment, as to the actual state and con.dltlOn of the four ships 
contracted to be bUIlt for thlS Cumpany for: the performance of the postal serVlCe to America; and as 
onl)' one of t!le3L' four Yessels had ~een dehy~red, and as the cause of delay in ~he delivery of the others 
arose from Clrcnmstances oyer ,,,hlCh the Company had no control, Her 1\1aJesty's Government were 
pleased to permit the ., Parana" and" Prince Albert" to be used temporarily, pending the delivery of 
the new shIps. 

En'rv exertion has been made to obtain the other vessels, the builders haying worked night and day 
to en~ure their earliest deliyery. 

The" Connaught " i" already deli,'ered. 
The ., Leinster" ,,,as launched on Saturday last, 1st September, and will be delivered to the Company 

in the comse of 10 days or a fortllight. 
The "::\Iun8ter" will he launched on ,Yednesday the 5th September next, and delivered to the 

Company in October. 

The 
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The" Ulster" is expected to follow some weeks later. 
In the meantime the Company had hoped that the" Prince Albert" and" Parana U would han' been 

accepted for temporary service. 
It appears, however, that the officials in the Post Office Department peremptorily refused to r0ceive 

them as vessels coming within the terms of the contract eyen for a temporary purpose. 
On Saturday the 25th August, through the kind permission of Lord Stanley of Alderley, the present 

Postmaster General, the" Prince Albert" was permitted to convey the American mails on Tuesday the 
28th instant, but no arrangement was made as to future seryice, and this l,ermissioll \ras only 
granted upon the condition of the Company payillg a fine of 511liZ. 

We may mention that the Directors feel dC'eply aggrieved at the stringent construction \vhich has 
heretofore been placed upon the terms of the contract by the officials of the Post Office, and the severe 
manner in which any departure from the technical requirements of the contract is visited upon this 
Company. 

We feel assured that if the whole of the circumstances were to be explained to Lord StanlC'y of Alder 
ley, the Company would recein' from hi" Lordship that full and fair ,'on~ideration which is acconlC'c1 to 
all contractors who may be acting lJOlu/ .fide, and especially under a strictly penal contrad. 

In the letter received from ::\11'. Hill on Saturday, a suggestion was made a~ to the "ll,'pension of the 
contract until the ncw \'c~sl'l~ are all completed; and, having consulted the Diredor~ of the Atlantic 
Company npon the subject, \\ L' are instructed to submit to thL' consideration of your Lorcbhil's the 
following re(luest, namely,-

First, that the sen iee ~hall be a monthly ~l'rYi('L' until tIlt' ne\\' Ye:,,:-it'ls are ready. 
:--:econdly, that immediately upon the L'tll~lpletion of the other two \,l'~3\:'1~, tilt' ~e'rYicC' ~hall again 

re\'ert to a fortni~htly serrice. 
Thirdly, that 'this monthly 'service shall not in any ca.;e continue 1)('),011<1 the period of ~i \. 

months from the present time, and shall date from the la~t departure of the ., Pril1l'L' Albert" on 
Tuesday the ::tlth Angust, and that consequently the next departurt' shall he on thc 2jth 
September. 

Fourthly, that the "Prince Aihert" should be accepted as a temporary :-::bip, subj,'d ttl 
approval of an Admiralty SurYeyor. 

Although two Yessels cuuld perform this service, still the Cumpany are anxious ttl have it third 
\'essel so as to guard again"t accidents, and not to commence the fortnightly service until the \\'hole 
four vessels are deli"ered and passed by the GO\L'rnment. 

The Company will of course undertake to resume the fortnightly scnicc at the earliest possible 
moment; indeed, it is to their interest to do so, and no cfforts on their part will be wantin~ to cllsmc 
the prompt and earliest ddiYery of the ships. 

\Ve may mention that the" Prince Albert" has made 1,-, vnyagp,.; antlss the Atlantic of th .. m()~t 
successful character, and that her last and sewral other voyag'es have prowd her tf) lJe one of the 
finest vessels at1oat, and that she is capable of performing' thl' servicl' L'ffectively, ,hc having already 
done so within the time prescribed I)y the yery stringent clauses of the "(ll1trad. 

As the Company ha,'e during the present year expended SO,uuu/. in refitting alHl rendering the 
" Prince Albert" perfect, they have felt deeply aggrieved that sueh a ship should have been rejeded. 

The very great commercial advant'lgL'~ of the Atlantic Company's line hal'e already becomc apparellt, 
for during the last fC'\\' weeks telegraphi,' me~sages of the utmost importance ('oum'I'ted \\'ith the ,'otton 
trade and the corn trade have been ,'ommunicated within six days to St. John'~, which nnder no circum­
stance could have been pro\'idC'd for by any other service. 

The Directors will be glad to learn that yuur Lordships ha\'e been plea~ed to <1S 0 ('nt to tlwir 
suggestions. "r e haye, S:c. 

To the Right Honourable the (Signed) Vc\LL.\Xn: and V"\LL\\'f'E. 
Lords Commissioners of Her ~Iajesty's Treasury. 

Enclosure No.3 in No. 102. 

Sir, 20, Es~ex Street, Strand, W,C., London, 6th September 1,':(jO. 
'VE had the honour to receive your lctter of the 29th ultimo, in reference tf) the mail senice {'t)ntract 

with the Colony of 1\ ewfoundland; and we ha\'e since reeci\'ecl the instrndioll~ uf the Director,; of the 
Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company (Limited) on the ~ubjL'd. 

We must, in the first place, tender our respectful protest against such it construction of the Imperial 
eon tract of 21st April 18;)9, as would impose upon the Company the oblig"ation to (',UT\' maiL to St. 
John's, Newfoundland. ' . 

We do no~ prop.ose to trouble you, with a~1y argumen~s on, this point, but trust you \rill permit us to 
refer to, the Il1teniIOn of the contraetmg partIes, Her ~aJesty s Go\'?rnllH'~lt and the Cornpall y. 

We fe,el assured that whatever, may be the teeh111c,al ('onstn~etlOn of the ('(:mtraet, the Cf)lllpany 
will receIve at ~he hands of the Government such a falr and eqUltable ('f)nstructlOn (and, if l1c('('~~arr, 
such an alteratIOn) as would be accorded by the law to all contracts between allY of Ill'!' 1Ilajesty's 
subjects. ., . . , 

And first, as to the Il1tentIOn Il1 reference to the Impenal contract for the Amencan mails. 
This contract is dated the 21st April 1859. 
At this time the Company \\'as performing the mail servil'e, 

Government of Newfoundland, between Galway and St. John's. 
and not with the British Government. 

under a Colonial contrad. ",ith the 
This was a ('ontract with the Colouy, 

The Company then sent in a tender to the Treasury, ofFering to carry the American mails lWt\\L'l'l1 
Galway and Boston, Halifax, or Portland and New York. The tender \\'as expres"ly limited tu tbe.::ic 
mails. 

F 3 It 



I t ,,'as stated, howeyer, in the letter, that the Company would be able to carry telegraphic messages 

to ~t. John'~, Newfoundland. . 
On the ::::d da v of February 1859, a letter was addressed by the. Treasury to th~ Company, lll-

forming them, "That their Lordships would ,bC' prC'pared to enter mto a contract WIth them for the 
" cOI1\l'\<lncC' of the mails, once in eyery fortmght, to and from Galway and New York, and Galway 

" and lioston." . . . 
]n this ldter it will be seen that no reference wlwtC'H'r was made eIther as to dehvenng mails or 

tl'le!.;raphic mt'~"a.~·l'~ at ~l'wfoundland. , . 
( )11 the l.Jth ':\larch It'59, anothC'r letter was addrcssC'd by th.e fr~easury to the .Company, enclosmg 

copy of a letter addresse~ by the Treasury to th~ Admiral!y, dlr~dmg " PreparatIOn of a contract for 
" the cOllveyam'l' hy tllls Company, by <l fortmghtly mall sernce between Galway and Boston and 
" Galway and New York alternately." . _ _. 

A letter was also addressed by the Treasury tn the Admiralty, dated lath March 1809, whiCh states: 
" The performance of a contraet by m~il senice between ~ahn\y an~ Boston and 9alway and ~ew 
" York alternatelY." It also states: "1 hC' Company at all tunes to delIver telegraplllc messages either 
" at St. John'~, N'ewfoundland, or at Halifax, Nova Scotia, within six days." 

So far, thcrefore, as intention was concerned, it wa~ ne\'er contemplated or intended, either by the 
Treasury or the Company, that the Company should carry mails to ~t. JOIll:'S: 

If any confirmation of this were needed, it is satisfactory to know that thiS IS the yiew of the Admi­
ralty Department, where the ('ontrad was actually drawn and completed. 

"'e would add, that it "ill be in your (l\\\1 recollection that in the personal interyiews we had the 
honolir to have ",ith yoU, and the di.';(,lI~,iullS whieh took plaf'e on the subject of this contract, there 
IlPrt'r was the slighte'st or most inclired refl'rence to the ( 'ompan~"~ being expected, under the Imperial 
contraet, to carn' mails to :--:t. John'" 1\ ewfoundland. 

The Compan}', however, feel that, throug-hout, tl}('~' haw been met in all stages of the affair by 
so much consideration by Her i\laje8ty's Go\'ernmellt, that they are desirous of meeting the ::;uggestion 
made. 

IVe hayc therefore on hehalf of the Company to state they will adopt the principle of the sugo'estion 
made by yon, as ('xtcndl'd, and eOl11]>ri:.;ed ill the folJ(ming' heads:- b 

First, that th!' Company \yill rl'duce t!1l' X ewfounclland ~ul)sidy I,), thc c;um of ,J,;j()OI., makinO' 
it in fad 8,5()1i1. IH'r annum. b 

Se('oJ]cll~', the ('ompan), to e;lrr~' mails to St. John's monthly, as heretofore. 
Thirdly, the C(l!npan~' to eonn'y telegraphic mp'~iI.~'('" fortnightly to )\l'wfoul1dlarid only. 
F(lllrthly, tlw C,,1flllial seryicc to be performed by one and the samc, and not by a separate 

line. 
Fifthly, thc tiu1e tables to he altered .0,0 a~ to make them consi"tC'nt with the distance, ehal1'rinO' 

the tinH" for Boo\ton for New York. b b 

;";i,thly, it is to be understood that in the construction of the" dalN'" as to landin o. teleffraphic 
mC~"<Ig('s at Iblifax, in the event of thO' steamer being unablp to make St. John's, tllis d~es not 
apply to the h"lllt'\\'ard \uY,lges, so as to compel the Company to go back to Halifax, and thus 
rUll 1.1i()1i mil(',. 1Ill\1ef·l'~~arih. 

:--:e,:ellthly, her :\Iajesty's C;oyernmcnt arc to support the CUl1\pany in their application to the 
C()lon~' for an extendpd period for that eontraet, and on such terms as may be considcred fail' and 
remllllC'rati\'e for the senif'c to the Colony, and the advantage to it. 

Eighthly, the s('nice to be monthly, from ;!,th August last, for a period of not more than six 
months, th(' Cumpany making no daim except for the \"Yiig'l'S performed. 

Ninth!r, the C:0mpany tl) h~ye pCrll;ission to nsf' the "Pri\1f'c .\.lbert" or "Parana," fiJI' any 
voyage, If by aCCident, oyer \rhlch tbe Company halt' no ('ontro1, one of their ne\\' ships should be 
unable to guo 

Tenthly: the C"mpany to ha,Ye pl'rmi.ssion ,to perform the service by screw steamers, proyided 
thl'~' arc of the power and capacIty mentIOned 111 the contract, and tu be subject to all the stipula­
tions and conditions ae; to build, surrey, approval, ,\:-e. 

\\'e \roule! uhsent\ in refer~nce to the last ~Iea(l, th~t although the Company have built paddle 
steamers for the servJ('l', there I, no ex l'reos reqUlrement \11 the contract on this head. 

Requesting your C'()n~ideratiun of the above, 

G. A. Hamilton Esq., 
Her .;\L\iesty's Treasury, IYhitehall. 

'lYe haye, eVe. 
(Signed) V_I.LLI.:\CE and "'.I.LL-\XCE. 

No. lOS. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE • 

. Sir, General Pos~ Office, 14th Septem bel' 1860. 
\\ ITH reference to the ~'e.cent corresponde.nce wblch bas been forwarded to the 

Department, between the soliCItors of the AtlantIC Royal Mail Steam NaviO'ation Com 
and the .4 .. ssistant Secretary of the Treasurv , with reO'ard to sucb part of"'the mal'j ~e~a,ny 
b I' d'\1 fi -, 1.1· 1:> ~IVlce 

etween t us coulltrr all ~,e\V ?un~ ane as IS pe~'fofl~led by your Company, I am directed 
by the Postmaster General to ll1qL1lre whether, If hIS Lordship would consent to .. 
I' J "I 'c ' wan e 
liS l'ga I'Ig It to r,eqI lIl'e your, om pan)' .to con~rey mads to and from Newfoundland by the 
\'Es~~b employe~l 111 the ~~merJcan serVIce, WIthOIl~ any addition to the subsidy for" that 
Sl'rnce, }OLl~ DIrectors \\Ill agree to carry such malls, by every packet, for a payment to 
YOli by the Colony at the rate of 8,5001. per annum, on the simple u"nderstand,ng that the 

present 
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present special mail service to New foundlancl shall merge in the main or .-tmerican 
service, and that YOl1 shall not, therefore, be required to have two fleets of ship". 

The Postm,lster General cannot recommend the Lords of the Treaslll'y to agree to any 
of the other. conditions enumerated in Messrs. Yallance ancI V,illallce's letter of thc 
6th instant, though I am rlirected to state, that without sUITenrlering any right on the 
subject, his Lordship has not at present allY intention to require that the vessels of your 
Company shall, on their homeward voyage, go back to Halifax when they are unable to 
land telegraphic messages or mails at St. John's, Newfoundland. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigatioll Company. 
(Sigued) F. HILL. 

No. 104<. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE, 

A tlantic Royal l\Iail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 17th September ISGO. 

IN acknowledging the receipt of your communication of the Bth instant, I have the 
honour to state, for the information of the Postmaster General, that the question contained 
therein is one of such importance that it tllilst necessarily be c1iscu~sed and considered 
at a meeting of the Board of Directors; and as some of the Directors are absent, and 
Mr. Vallance, the Company's solicitor, who has carried on the correspondencc with the 
Treasury, is also out of town, I beg permission 011 behalf of the Company to clefer a reply 
to your letter until after the meeting of D:r2clors on \Vednesday, the '2eil h instant. 

In the meantime the "Connaught" can sail on Tuesday the '.:!Jth instant with the 
American and Newfoundland mails (without prejudice to any questioll), alld there will be 
ample time to arrange all matters satisfactorily before the next departure all QSd October. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No.105. 

Mr. S:lIITf-] to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal :;\Iail Steam Navigation Company, Lilllited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 19th Scptem bel' 1860. 

THE steam ship" Connall!2 ht," of London, 1,5'2'2 tons register, Captain Leitch, being 
the ship appointed to sail with Her Majesty's mails of 24<th instant from Galway for New 
York, I have the honour to request you \\'ill cause a certificate to be issued, exempting 
that ship from the operation of the Pa"senger .Act from allcl after the \2Hh instant, umler 
the bond given by this Company, dated Q'2d June 18'JU. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Sjgil~'t1) S. SMlTH. 

No. 106. 
(68,0~1. ) 

Mr. PARKHURST to Mr. WEIR. 

Sir, General Post Office, QOth September 1860. 
I HAVE received your letter of yesterday's date, applying for a certificate of exernption 

from the Passengers Act for the mail packet "Connaught."This certificate is being 
prepared, and shall be forwarded to you. 

I observe, however, that you state that the" Connaught" is to proceed to New York. 
This is probably a clerical error, but to prevent any misunderstanding, I beg to remind 
you that as the Jast packet despatched by the Company, the " Prince Albert," sailed for 
New York, the next packet will of course go to Boston. 

I am, &c. 
A. M. \Veir, Esq., (Signed) H. PAuKllunsT. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. 107. 
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No. 107. 

Mr. SI\IITII to Mr. PARKHURST. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limi~ed, 
Sir la, Cannon Str~et, E.C:, Londol:, ~Oth September 1860. 

IN an'swcr to yom communication of tIlls date .Just receIved, I be~ to state that tl~e 
. t' t' f tIle" COllI1aLlo'ht" IlI'oceedin o' to New York on the ~5th mstant, as stated III 
111 Ima JOn 0, , b b. ,,' "d 
my letter of yesterday, was, as you assume, a c1encal error. ~he wIll, of coulse plOcee 
to' Boston. 

Thanking you for calling attention to tbis matter, 
I am, &c. 

R. Parkhurst, Esq., General Post Office. (Signed) S. SMITH. 

No. lOS. 
(I,OGG L.) 

1\1 r. PARKHURST to Mr. S1\IlTII. 

Sir, General Post Office, ~~d September 1860. 
J N compliance with the request made in your letter of the 10th 1I1stant, I beg leave to 

transmit to you the enclosed certificate exe,mpting the st~am ship " ~onnaught," ,ane of 
the vessels to be employed under contract for conveyance of the malls be~ween .<?-alwa'y 
and the United States, from the operation of the Passengers Act. TIllS certIficate IS 

available for one year from the present time. 
I am, &c. 

S. Smith, Esq., (Signed) R. PARKHURST. 
Atlantic Royal i\Jail Steam Navigation Company. 

No.100. 

The POSTMASTER GE:\ERAL to the TREASURY. 

l\Iy Lords, General Post Officc, '2'2tl September 18GO. 
WITIl rcference to Mr. Arl11lthnot's letter of the 1:3th instant, concerning the contract 

for the Galway service, I havc the IlOilOlit' to state that I am of opinion that, in a postal 
point of view, it would be better that the service should be sllspended altogether, and 
the wllole subsidy for a time b2 thereby saved, than that the suspension should be partial; 
but if, for other than po:;tal reasons, your Lordships prefer that the service shall continue 
once a month, I shall, of course, be prepared to act on that decision. 

I entirely agree in your Lordships opinion, that the period during which any stlspen­
sion may be Jlcrmitted shall be limited to six months; an(l that it shall be clearly provided 
that the whole contract shall be a\'oi.Jed, without allY claim for damages, if at the end of 
that time the Company are unable to fulfil its conditions strictly according to their fair 
intent and meaning. 

I am also of opinion, in accordance with wl11t I gather to be the opinion of your Lord­
ships, that if a monthly sen'ice be permitted, such ~ervice shall be performed exclusively 
by vc,;sels which come strictly within the terms of the contract, including, of conrse, the 
pro\'is:oll which requires that the plans and designs shall have been approved by the 
Admiralty before the \'essels are built; and that no application for the llse of any other 
vessel whatever be entertained. 

If, during the performance of the service, whether fortnightly or monthly, the Company 
]w\'e not, on any occasion, a vessel ready within the terms of the contract, they should, 
in my opinion, pay the forfeit; this forfeit being, by the contract itself, limited to the 
amollllt of subsidy for the particular voyage . 
. The D~rectors h~ve mOl:e than once complaine.d th~t the Post Office has been undllly 

]']g~rot1s Il.l enforclllg theIr cOll.tract; bll.t on tillS pomt I ~lay state that, during the 
perIOo theIr contract has been Il1 operatIOll, they have applIed for and received more 
indulgences thiln th~ Directors .of ~n the other :Mail Packet Companies put together. 

If a monthly sel:vlce be deCided 011, the payment should be as proposed 8,0001. per 
d,ouble voyage, subject, of course, to deductions for over-time, &c. 

With respect to the Newfoundland service, r beg to inform your Lordships that I have 
~aus~~ a letter to ~e addressed to the A~lanti~ Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 
lIlC]lI1rmg whether, 111 the e,\'ent of my bel,ng disposed to waive the legal right to require 
tl:e Company to cO\lvey, mthout any additIOnal payment, mails to and from Newfound-

land 



land by the vessels employecl in the American service, they will agree to carry such mails 
by those vessels, for the Colonial subsidy of 8,500l. per annllm. It appears, however, by 
a Jetter from the Secretary of the Company, dated the 17tl1 instant, that no reply can be 
given to this inquiry until after a meeting of the Directors, on Wednesday, the Q6th 
i nstan t. 

But as there is no necessary connexion between the two matters, and it is important 
that the Company should know distinctly 011 what terms the concession of a monthly 
service (if it be determined to make the COli cession) will be granted, I am of opinion 
that it is not advisable to defer, until after that period, the settlement of the question 
relating to the main service. 

I request therefore to receive your Lordships' further instructions as early as possible. 
I have, &c. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, (Signed) STANLEY OF ALDERLEY. 
&c. &c. &c. 

No. 110. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal ;\Iail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 't6th September 1860. 

I HA YE the honour to transmit herewith a claim for the amollnt of postal subsidy due 
to this Company by Her M;~esty's Post GlEce Department, for the September quarter, 
1860. 

The Secretarv, General Post Office, 
St. M~rtin's Ie Grand. 

No. Ill. 

I ha\'e, &c. 
(Signed) A. BOATE. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 26th September 1860. 

'VITH reference to your commullication of the 13th instant, 1018 L., on the subject 
of a despatch received at the Colonial Office from the Governor of Newfoundland, com­
plaining that the steam ship" COil naught," which sailed from Boston on the 7th August 
last, f::'1iled to call at St. Johll's on her way to England; 

I have the honour, by desire of the Directors, to transmit, for tIle information of his 
Lordship the Postmastei· General, copies of the following documents, viz. :-

1. Telegram from light-keeper at Cape ltace to 1\1 r. Shea, the Company's agent 
at St. John's. 

'to Declaration as to the state of the weather on the 10th, 11 th, and 12th August, 
on the Coast of Newfoundiand, by Thomas -Winter, Esq., Sub-collector of Her 
Majesty's Customs in that island. 

S. Declaration of James Cantwell, lighthouse keeper, Cape Spear, near St. John's, 
as to the state of the weather in that locality on lOth, 11th, and l'zth August 1860. 

These documents seem to aftonl ample evidence as to the prudence of the commander 
of the "Connaught," in proceeding to sea for the safety of the ship, ;llld the Jives 
of the passengers entrusted to his care, after waiting for Sn hours oft· the coast of N ew­
foundland, in thick weather and in the midst of dangerous currents. 

The Directors trust that his Lordship the Postmaster General will be of opinion that 
these documents fully meet the allegations contained in the letter of his Excellency the 
Governor of Newfoundland. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. 

Enclosure No.1 in No. 111. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 
ST. JOHN'S to wit. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. BOATE. 

ON this 16th day of August, in the year of our Lord 1860, before me, William Henry Mare, of the 
town of St. John's, in the Island of Newfoundland, Notary Public, by lawful authority duly admitted 

(132.) G and 
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d n personally came and appeared, James Cantwell, who solemnly declared, that he is the 
an swor, S J h' h .. f h' d . 1 I kee er of the lighthouse at Cape Spear, near t.. 0 n s.; t at It IS a part 0 IS uty to sIgna vesse s 

I?nO' from the direction of Cape Race; that he IS partIcularly bound to be on the look out when 
cOI~y steamers are expected; that on Friday the lOth, Saturday the 11th, and Sunday the 12th instant, 
~ea~ept a very strict watch for the steamer" Connaught," as he knew she was expected to arrive at 
this port from Boston on the evening of' the first-named day; that during the said three days the fog 
was as dense as he ever remembers to have seen it, with the exception of a part of Saturday the 11th, 
when between noon and six o'clock p.m., the fog receded to the distance of about a mile from the 
shore' but soon after six it again set in as dense as before; that during the time in question it would 
have 'been very unsafe for any yessel to approach the coast, and, except during the short i~terval 
above named, no large yessel could H'nture near enough to .make out the land; that the change m the 
fog between noon a,nd six ,P.m. 01: !h~ lIth, declar~nt belIeves to have ~een !llocal change only, a~d 
while extending a n11le off ll1 the VICllllty of Cape ~pear, he does not thmk It reached any matel'lal 
distance in the direction of Cape Race. 

(Signed) 
Declared before me, and to which I have hereunto set my hand, 

JAMES CANTWELL. 

and affixed my seal of office. 
(L.~.) (Signed) W. H. MARE, Not. Pub. 

Enclosure No. 52 in No. 111. 

NEW YORK, NE\O'OU}';DLA:'\D, ",,,D LONDON TELEGR"'l.PH CO.\IP,U';Y, 

Copy Telegram, 1--1th August 1860, St. John's, from A. SHEA to WILLLDI H.1LLEl', Light Keeper, 
Cape Race. 

W H.Vl' was the state of the weather at and ahout Cape Race on Friday the 10th, Saturday the lIth, 
and Sunday the 12th instant? If f('ggy, was the fog during those days very dense? Could a large 
steamship approach the land near C"pe Hace with safety '( and was it possible to see the land from 
seaward l Please give me a particular answer to the aboye. 

(Signed) A. SHEA. 

NEW YORK, :0; EWFOUXDL.\:'\!I, AXD LOXDON TELEGRAPH CO;\lPA"Y, 

From ,VILLLUI H.\LLEY, Cape Race Lighthouse, to A. SHE.\, 1--1th August 1860. 
W 1<:.\TlIER at Cape Race on lOth, 11th, and 12th inftant,-den:,e fog and mist; wind south-west, 

moderate. Impos:;ible to see this land on those day". Unsafe for a steamer to make Cape Race. 
(Signed) WILL!.UI HALLEY. 

Enclosure No. S in No. 111. 

N EWFOUNDLAi\D. 

ST. JOH,,'s to wit. 

ON this 17th day of August in the year of our Lord 1860, before me, William Henry Mare, of the 
town of St. John's in the Island of Newfoundland, Notary Public, by lawful authority duly admitted and 
sworn, personally came and appeared, Thomas Winter, Esq., Sub-collector of Her Majesty's Customs at 
the port of Gaultois, in this island, \\'ho solemnly declared-

That on the morning (If Friday, the 10th instant, he left the harbour of Lamaline, on the west side 
of Placentia Bay, about 15 miles from the Island of St. Pierre, in the coasting schooner" Charles" 
bound to this port of St. John's, and on Sunday, the 12th instant, arriyed here. That durinO' the whoie 
pa~sagl' the coast was enveloped in dense fog, and he was thereby prevented from seein fr la~d any time 
during the voyage, until \yithin a few .m~les of this port, althoug:h after. doubling Cape Race the vessel 
was so near the land, that he could dlstmctly hear the sea beatmg agamst the shore, and continued to 
do so until arrival here. 

Declared before me, and to which I have hereunto set my hand 
and affixed my seal of office. 

Quod attestor, 
(Signed) W. A. MARE, Not. Pub. 

No. ll~. 

(64,7~9. ) Mr. TILLEY to Mr. BOATE. 

(Signed) THOMAS WINTER. 

Sir, . Ge!1eral Post 0 ffice, 528th September 1860. 
I BEG to return the account transmltted 111 your letter of the ~6th instant and to 

request that, as the payments to be made to the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam N~vio'ation 
Company depen~ upon the time o~cllpied in. the several voyages, a statement ~ay be 
made out, showlI1g what was the time taken 111 each case, and the excess if any over 
the time allowed by the contract. ' , 

I enclose 
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I enclose, as a specimen of what is required, the copy of an account rendered by 
another Company which performs a mail service under similar conditions. 

It is also requisite that, with the amended account, and as vouchers for its accuracy, 
you should forward to me the certificates \vhich, on the completion of each voyage, 
have been given by the Admiralty agents in charge of the mails to the commanders of 
the packets. 

I have further to remind you that you have omitted to deduct from the account the 
two sums of 500l. each, which the Company was required to forego on the two occasions 
upon which the steamer" Prince Albert" was permitted to be used in the conveyance 
of the mails. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 
(Signed) J. TJLLEY. 

No. 113. 

(1,065 L.) Mr. TILLEY to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 29th September 186o. 
IN reply to my letter of the Htli instant, in which I inquired, by direction of the 

Postmaster General, whether, if his Lordship would consent to waive his legal right to 
reqllire the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company to convey mails to and 
from Newfoundland by the vessels employed in the American service, without any 
addition to the subsidy for that service, the Directors would agree to carry such mails on 
the conditions therein laid down, you informed me that an answer to this question should 
be forwarded to the Postmaster General after a meeting of the Directors to take place on 
the 26th instant. 

As no further communication has been received from YOll, I am desired by his Lord­
ship to request that he may be furnished with a reply without further delay. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) J. TILLEY. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. 114. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, ~9th September 18GO. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day's date, and in 
reply beg to acquaint you, that owing to the absence of several of the Directors from 
London upon important business of the Company, a Board was not formed on Wednesday 
last. 

Another meeting is appointed for Wednesday next, when your letter of the 14th 
instant will be laid before the Board, and an answer forwarded to you immediately after­
wards. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 115. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, ~d October 18GO. 

WITH reference to your communication of the ~8th ultimo (No. 64~,7'29), I have the 
honour to transmit herewith an amended claim for the amount due to the Company for 
mail services performed in the September quarter, 1860, which I trust will be found 
correct. 

The certificates received from the Admiralty agents are also herewith transmitted. 
I have, &c. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

GQ No. 116. 
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No. 116. 

Mr. TILLEY to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir General Post Office, 311 October 1860. 
THE ~mel1ded account which YOll transmitted in your letter of yesterday's date having 

been examined, I beg to enclose'a warrant for the amollnt whicl! is found to he due to 
the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company for the four voyages completeu. 

With reO'ard to the fifth voyage charged for in the account rendered, I have to point 
out to YOltthat the steamer "Connaught" did not leave Galway as a mail packet, the 
mails of that week having been despat~hed by the Canadian mail packet. " North Briton." 

It is true that at the urO'ent solicitation of the Company, a bag of letters was, in com­
pliance with a r;quest marle in a 110te from the Secretary of the Treasury, made up at 
this office on the eveninO' of the 10th July, and forwarded to Galway to be put on board 
the" Connaught," but rr was clearly understood at the time that this would not give rise 
to any demand. for payment, and this voyage has therefore been struck out of the account. 

There are two further errors in the account with respect to the second voyage of the 
" Prince Albert." The reasons given for the length of time occupied on the olltward 
trip are quite insufficient to warrant any exemption from penalties for the whole of the 
excess over the time allowed by the contract, and the homeward voyage, instead of being 
performed in six holll's less, occupied an hour and a half more than the time allowed. 

I have to add, that certificates were not forwarded by you for each voyage, but jn 
future these must be regularly sent with the account. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. 

Atlantic Royal .Mail Steam Navigation Company. 
(Signed) J. TlLI,EY. 

No. 117. 

Mr. BO.\TE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Hoyal Mail Steam l\wigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, KC., London, 4.th October lStiO. 

THE Directors of this Company have fully considered the correspondence which has 
passed between this Company and the Post Office Department, as well as that with the 
Treasury, in reference to the existing postal contracts and the variollS points involved in 
stich correspondence; and as the present Board of Directors has only recentlv been 
appointed, they ha\'e deemed it necessary to make personal examination ot" tlJ~ ships 
already built for the Company, and those still in process of completion, with a view of 
making themselves acquainted with thc exact position of ait,irs. 

The ,result of this: and of the consideration which they ha\'c given to the correspon­
dence, IS, that the DlIcctors trust now to be cnabled to Sllbmit to his Lordship the Post­
master General a defined plan, with reference to the continuance of the service, which 
may get rid of all points of discussion, alJd ensure a pel formClnce of the service in a 
manner creditable to the Company and satisf~lctory to the Post Office Department. 

The Dil:ectors, ho\Vev~r, de.em it, of the utmost impo,rtance that they should be 
favoured WIth a personal llltervlCW WIth the Postmaster General, and I am therefore 
desired to ask that his Lordship will be good enough to receive a deputation from this 
Board, when the Directors will submit their views for his Lordship's consideration in 
the full confidellce of a satisfactory a(lj lIstment of all q uestiol1s. ' 

1 beg the favour of your givillg me the earliest notice of the time at which it will be 
convenient for his Lordship to receive this dep.uta~ion, in order that I may be enabled to 
summon those members of the Board who reSIde III Ireland. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 118 
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No. llS. 
IVIr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Ro)'al Mail Steam i'\avicration Com pan)' Limited 
S· b " 

11', 10, Catll10n Street, E.C., London, 5th October 18GO. 
. I HAVE the honour to a~kno\\'ledge the receipt of your commllnication of the 3d 
Inst~nt (No. 64<,720), enc\osmg an order of payment for 10,65.51" on accollnt of mail 
service for September quarter lS(iO. 

The Secretary, General Post Office, London. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 119. 
l\1r. BOATE to the SECRETAHY to the POST OFFICE. 

. Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 5th October 18GO. 

HEFERHI:\G to m)' communication of the 4th instant, asking his Lordship the Post­
master Geneml to receive a deputation of the Directors of the Comp:lIlY, ,md ha\'incr 

regard to the possilJility of the time 110t enabling his Lordship to appoi,;t an illtcn'ie\~ 
before. Tuesday next (the or~lil~ary day of departure for a fortnightly sen ice from Galway), 
the Directors reqllest pernllSSlOn to forego the despatch of a vessel troln Galway 011 
Tuesdav, the 9th instant . ., 

The Secretary, General Post Office. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 1'20. 
(06,699. ) 

Mr. TILLEY to 1'11 ... TIoHE. 

Sir, General Post Olfice, 5th October 1860. 
'VITH reference to YOllr letter of this tby's date, reqnesting that, pending the decision 

upon the proposal to make the packet service between Galway and America, temporarily, 
a monthly instc[td of a fortnightly ,en'ice, the Company may be permitted to forego the 
despatch of a ves~el from Galway on Tuesday next, tlte !.Hh insLll1t, I beg to illf()rlll 
you, on behalf of the Postmaster General, that your request is granted, and that 
notice will be immediately issued that the next packet from Galway will be that of the 
Q;3d instant. 

I have, &c. 
A. BC'ate, Esq. (Signed) J. TILLEY. 

No.1 '21. 

l\1r. HAlIlI LTO~ tu tlte POST;\IASTEIl n E~EIL\.L. 
My Lord, TreaslJl'y Chambers, 5th October lSGO. 

I HA~E laid before the Lords Commissioners of Her l\Iajesty's Treasury your report * of 
the 23c1 ultimo, on an application of the noyal Mail Steam Navigation COli1p:m)' fi)r a 
partial sllspension of their contract for the performance ot' the Galway postal service; and 
I am directed by their Lordships to state in reply, that ii' it were possible to look solely 
to postal considerations, a slIspension of this contract, so as to sa\'e the sllbsidy, whether 
for six months or f()t' a more extended pcrio(l, Illight be desirable; but it is neCl'c;,:trv to 
look at the whole circumstallces of' the case, in which a cOlJtract has been made by" the 
Government and confirmed by Parliamellt. 

The first question i~, whether the fililme to comply literally with the conditions of the 
contract, by having the new steamers re:,Hly, h'.ls been of such a nature ,tha~, taking a filiI' 
view of the whole CirCLlll1stallce:-;, and haVing I'eferellce to the lIsual practice 111 other CJses, 
your Lordship, who is primarily resJlonsib,le it: these ,matter~" is ]Hef!arct\ to report that, 
in YOllr opillion, tlte contract has been so far vlOhted III essential particulars tltat it should 
be considered as forfeited. 

In case of stIch a report being recei\'ed either now or at any time hereafter from your 
Lordship, my Lords will be prepared to give it their most attentive consideration. But 
should VOLl be of opinion that, although the contract has not been in al\ respects ful­
filled, yet that the Company have done their best, and have so far carried its main 

• See Letter No. 109. 
G 8 stipulations 
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t· 1- t' ,"lto effect that it would be harsh and inequitable, if not illegal, to attempt s I pll c\ IOns I , . .•. fi h 
to cancel the contract on the ground of non-fulfilment, without glvmg tlle~ ~ urt el' 
period to complete their remaining steamers, the!] m.y Lords would b~ of opinIon that, 
on the whole, an arrangement either O~I the baSIS of a n~onthly service .0.1' of a total 
suspension for a ,Period .not exceeding SIX mon~hs, and subject to the condl~lOns referre~I 
to in the letter from tIm Board of the 13th ultImo, would be the best COUI se to ad~pt , 
and they would lea\:e it to your L~rdship to ~ecide betwee~l the. two alternatIves, 
after hearing the parties who have applIed to tl~e 1 reasury for an mt~rvlew to urge reasons 
in support of their proposal for a monthly serVice, b.llt hav~ been referred .b~ ~y L?nls .to 
your Lordship, as the head of the department With wInch the responsibIlity pnmanly 
rests. 

I have, &c. 
The Postmaster General, (Signed) GEO. A. HAMILTON. 

&c. &c. &c. 

No.1QQ. 
(llQ5 L.) 

Mr. TILLEY to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 8th October 1800. 
IN reply to your letter of the ,!<th instant, I am directed by the Postmaster General to 

inform yOl! that hi,; Lordship will receive a deputation of the Directors of the Atlantic 
Royal lYIail Steam Navigation Company at this office, at one o'clock, on either Wednesday 
or Thursday next, whichever day may sllit the convenience of the deputation. I beg 
that you will let me know, for the information of Lord Stanley of Alderley, on which of 
these days the deputation will attend. 

I have, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., 10, Call non Street, KC. (Siglled) J. TILLEY. 

No. 1~3. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 8th October 1860. 

IN ackllowledging the receipt of your communication of this day's date, No. 1l~5 L, 
intimating that Lord Stanley of Alderley will receive a deputation of the Directors of 
this Company either on Wednesday or Thursday, I am instructed to acqllaint you that 
the deputation will have the hOllom of waiting lIpon his Lordship on Thursday, the 11th 
instant, at one o'clock. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No.IQ4. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

S
. Atlantci? Royal SMail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
1r, 10, ~annon treet, E.G., London, 11 th October 1860. 

REFERRING to the interview which the Directors of this Company had with his Lord­
sl~ip the Postmaster Gen~ral this m~~'nin~, and the conditional arrangement then made 
With respect to the" Pnnce Albert gOing out on the Q3d instant with the American 
and C?lonial mails~ I have now the honour, on behalf of the Board, to state the conditions 
011 wInch the" PrInce Albert" is to be accepted. 
. 1st. !hat the "Pri~lce Albert" shal~ be sll1'vexed by an Admiralty agent, to whom 
1l1stru~tI~ns shall be gl\r~n, agreeably wItl1 what 11ls Lordship assented to, namely, that 
the shIp IS 110t to be put Into dry dock, unless the surveyor should find from his general 
survey that sllch a step is absolutely necessary . 

. Qd: That t~le SlIm of 500t. sh~1I be ?educted from the subsidy as a fine; and that the 
slllp IS to be hable for any penalties wl1lch may arise for non-performance of the voyaD'e 
under the terms of the contract. b , 

sd. That this is to be without prejUdice to any question now pending. 
The vessel is now at Galway, and ready for survey at any moment. 

I am 
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I am instructed by the Directors to state th(lt since their return to the office thev have 
looked into th~ question of the tonnage of this ship, and find t.hat, by the Parliam"entary 
Return, her dimensions are as follows: length, 27 Ll, feet; breadth, 38 feet; depth, '27 feet, 
which gives, according to calculation, 1,93G%:i tons, builder's measurement. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 125. 
(1,154.< L.) 

Mr. TILLEY to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 13th October 1860. 
IN reply to your letter of the 11th instant, r beg to inform you that the Postmaster 

General has requested the Board of Admiralty to cause a survey to be made by their 
officers of the steamer" Prince Albert," and has stated to the Lords Commissioners that 
he does not wish that vessel to be put into a dry dock, unless the surveyors find, from 
their general survey, that such a step is absolutely llecessary. 

ram, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., 10, Cannon Street, E.C. (Siglled) J. TILLEY. 

No.1 '26. 
(1,150 L.) 

1\1r. TILLEY to J\I r. BOATE. 

Sir, Gelleral Post Office, 16th October IS()O. 
I A:\l directed iJv the Postlll<lster General to state, for the illforillatioll of tile Dirl'ctors 

of the A tlalltic jt"oyal Mail Steam :'\a\igatioll COIl1P:Il1Y, that, ill cOllseqllCtlCe of the 
recent acceleration of the lri~dl mails, it Itas become necessary to alter the h(llIl' fixed for 
the departure from Galway of the packets cOllvcying the mails to America Linder the 
Company's contract, and that his Lordship has decid~;d upon fixing, one o'clock, ill:-,tead 
of three o'clock, p.m., as the hour for the departure of those packets III future. 

ram, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) J. TILLEY. 

No.1 '27. 
(1,137, L.) 

Mr. TILLEY to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir General Post Office, 16th October 1860. 
r Al\1 'directed by the Postmaster General to request that you will ~tate to the Directors 

of the Atlantic Royal1\lail Steam ~\l\igation Company that his Lordship desires to receive, 
with the least possible further delay, ~l reply to the letter which b'y I~is d,irections r addressed 
to YOll, on the 14tb u!timo,· respectlllg the N ew~ollndlancl ,l'l:ul S~rvlc~. " 

r am at the sallle tune to request that the DIrectors will furmsh IllS LordshIp With a 
statement showing the position in which the Company now stallds with respect to the 
special service between.Galway and Newfoundland, the contract for which, made on the 
22d October 1858, expIred on the 31st December last. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 
(Signed) J. TILLEY. 

No. 128. 

Mr. WEIR to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 

S· 16th October 18CiO. 11', 
THE steam ship "Prince Alb.ert,:' of Londo~, 1:463 ~ons register, Capt.ain Walker, 

being the ship appointed to sail With Her Majesty s malls of 2Qd October 1l1stant from 
---~~~---- --~---~-- -~~---- --

'" Sec Letter No. 103. 
G 4 Galway 
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Galway for New York, I have the honour t? request. you will c.ause a certificate to be 
issued exempting that ship from the opc:ratJOn of thelPasslenge

I 
I
J
' Act, from and after the 

'2.1-th il1stant, under the bond given by tIllS Company (atee 2'2( une 1859. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. 1\J. VVEIR, 
The Secretary, General Post Office. General Manager. 

No. 129. 

1'11'. BOATE to the SECHETAHY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal .l\Jail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir 10, Cannon-street, E.c., London, 17th October 1860. 

I IIA\~E the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Wth instant. 
When the Directors had the honour of waiting upon the Postmaster General, his 

Lordship require(~ them to state in writing the!r views. and determination l1pO~ the 
variolls matters clIscLlsscd, anci they requested tIme, untIl they had the opportunIty of 
comidering them at a full meeting of the Board of' Directors, several of whom were then 
ab8ent. 

This opportnnity has not yet been afforded, but it is expected that a full Board will 
attend on \\' c(lnesday next, after which a communication, entering fully into the subject, 
shall be transmitted for his Lordship's consideration. 

The Directors are uncler the ill'lHcssion, that when his Lordship consented to the 
"Prince Albert" iJeing despatched with the mails all the ~scl instant (~lIiJjcct to survey), 
it was at tlte ~al1le tillle admitted that no lIrgent necessity existed for deciding hastily upon 
other importallt poillts. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 130. 
(6S,SW.) 

1\11'. TILLEY to l\Jr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 19th OctoLer 1860. 
\YlTH reference to your letter of the 11th instant, I am directed to acquaint you that 

the steamer" Prince Albert" having been surveyed by the Admiralty Surveyors, and the 
report of those otJicers having been laid before the Postmaster General, his Lordship has 
ueell pleased to permit that vessel to convey the mails of Tuesday next to Newfoundlalld 
and tile United States, on condition that the slim of 5001. shall Le deducted from the 
subsidy for that voyage, and that the Company are liable to the lIsual penalties if the 
voyage be 110t perf()fmed under the terms of the contract. 

The Postmaster General Legs, however, that it may be distinctly understood that he 
accepts this vessel for one voyage only. 

A. Boate, Esq., 
Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. TILLEY. 

No. 131. 
(1,17.) L.) 

1\1 r. TILLEY to l\1 r. BOATE. 

Sir,. _ . G.eneral Post Office, 19th October 1860. 
IN compliance WIth the request contall1ed 111 your Jetter of the 16th instant I am 

directed by the Postmaster General to transmit to you the enclosed certificate exel~ptin(J' 
the" Prince Albert" steam ship from the operation of the Passenger Act. b 

.I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) J. TILLEY. 

No. 132. 
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No.132. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRET A IlY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 25th October 1860. 

IN compliance with the reC]uest of his Lordship the Postmaster General, that this 
Compa~lY sho,ul(~ sub~it in wri~ing t~1eir \'iews upon the several points which formed 
the subject of r ~lscussiOn at the Int.ervlew which the Directors had with Lord Stanley of 
Alderley, 011 ] hursday, the lIth Instant, I have now the honour to state for his Lord. 
ship's consideration, ' 

1st. The question of the construction of the contract of the 21st April 1859, as to 
:-vheth:r the Company is under obligation to deliver mails at St. John':-, Newfoundland, 
IS so Important an element in the consideration of these matters, that I am desired 
respectfully to direct his Lordship's attention to the letter'*' of the 7th September 1800, 
addressed by Messrs. Vallance and Vallance to the Treasury, an extract from which is 
annexed. 

2d. This letter contains the views of the Company, first, as to the construction of the 
contract, namely, that such contract does not impose lIpon the Company the obligation 
to carry mails to St. John's, Newfoundland, but only to deliver telegraphic messages there; 
and secondly, that so far as the intentions of the contracting parties were concerned, and 
so far as those intentions would govern the construction, there is no c\'idence whatever 
to lead to the conclusion that either tbe Government or the Company ever con­
templated to provide for carrying mails to St. John's, but, on the contrary, the original 
tender by the Company, the Minutes of the Lords of the Treasury, the instructions from 
the Treasury to the Admiralty, and every document connected with the afiair, distinctly 
negative any intentions of the kind; and in corroborations of this view, I have the honour 
to transmit, for his Lordship'S perusal, the copy of a letter (A ppendix No.2), from the 
Contract Department of the Admiralty to l\1essrs. Vallance, in which it is distinctly 
!'tated, that" certainly when the contract was settled it was not intended to send mails to 
" St. John's." 

3d. If, however, the Postmaster General should, on flllther consideration, be of 
opinion that, accordillg to the terms of the COli tract, the Company are bound to deli\'er 
mails at St. John':-, I have respectfully to request that his Lordship will permit the 
Directors to solicit from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury the con· 
struction placed by their Lordships upon the Company's original tender and acceptance 
for the mail service, and upon their Lordships' instructions to the Admiralty, under 
which the contract '\'as framed. 

4th. The views of the Company, therefore, on the several matters brought under the 
attention of the Postmaster General, are as follows, and which the Directors respectfully 
trust may meet with his Lordship's acquiescence: 

First, the Company is willing (subject to the following conditions) to reduce the 
Newfoundlano subsidy by the sum of 4.,5001. after the end of the pre~ent financial 
year, making it in fact 8,.500l. per annum fro~ the 1st April 1861" the mails to 
be delirered monthly by the same steamers wllJch perfilfln the service under the 
Imperial contract. 

Secondly, the Company will deliver telegraphic messages at St. John's by every 
steamer (that is fortnightly), agreeably with the terms of' the Imperial contract of 
the 21st April 1859. 

Thirdly, the Company is not to be bound on the homeward voyage to return to 
Halifax, with telegraphic messages, should the ships be unable to deliver them at 
St. John's 

Fourthly. The service under the Imperial contract to be allowed to be a monthly 
service during the ensuing months of November, December, January, and February 
(the next oeparture to be on the 20th November), and the fortnightly service to 
commence on the 12th March 1861. 

Fifthly. That the ". Prince Albert" be aC,cepted as one of the ships to perfo.rm the 
monthly service, subject to a penalty of 500[. for each voyage, and wbJect to 
any penalties to be incurred under the terms of the contract. , 

5th. 'The unfortullate loss of the" Connaught," the news of which reached Lonoon 
only on Saturday last the ~~th instant,. has d~prived the ~ompany of one of th~ir new ships, 
the Directors t1'llst that tIllS loss ba\lng ansen fr0111 ClrCllll1stances over which they had 

* See Enclosure No.3 in No. 102. 
(13~.) H no 
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no control, may entitle them to his Lordship's consideration, and that some indulgence 

may be extended to the Company. ." L .") 1 I 
H' L 1 l' v s informed th'lt the second new Slllp (the emster was reae y, am 

1 D
Is. orcs.lIp \ allll'lve been l)~'ep'lI'e~I'to have llelformed the monthly service with the 

t 1e Irectors wou ( < ' .' • I "P' "c I t" and "Leinster" ind his LordshIp declIned to receive t 1e nnce onnaug 1, .,' 
Albert." C I" I 

Under the present most unfortullate and unexpected loss. of the" ,onnaug 1t, t 1e 
Directors are compelled earnestly to submit, that his Lor?shlp th~, Po~tma8t;,r G~neral 
will now allow the "Prince Albert" to be accepted with the Lelmter for four 

voyages. . . . I I I I ,t t t 
6th. With respect to the posItIon of the Colo~lal contract, lave, t,le l?nOlll ° s a e 

that a Minute of the Council of the Colomal Government ot Newfoundland was 
passed in 1859, extending the contract for a period of four years further~ from 

1st January 1860. . C I . I M' 
Application was made to the Treasury for the confirmatl.on of ~be 0 ?l1la 1 Jl1~te, 

and from the circumstance of the sum of 1<,500l. for tim service h~vJl1g been sub­
sequently provided for in the Parliamentary Estimates for 18~0-1, the DIrectors ,~ssumed 
that to be a sufficient recognition of the arrangement by the 1 reasury for the cont1l1uunce 

of the contract. . . 
Moreover the Company have continued to perf~rm the servIce 111 the P!'esent year, 

ul1l1er the recotfnition ancl instruction of the Post Office Department; a forfeiture of the 
Newfoundland ~ubsidy for one month, viz. 1,000l., having, bel'l~ speci~lIy imposed by the 
Postmaster General as the penalty for the delay of the .C~lol1l,~1 malls fr0111 tl1,e ~lst to 
the ~,1<th July 1860, when the Directors requested peflDlSSlOll, \11 the mO~lth of July, .to 
convey the Newfoundland mails in the ship appoi.nted to perform the fortl1lghtly Impe~lal 
service on the 24th of that month, so that they Illlght not be compelled to send two slups 
to sea within three days of each other. . . . . 

The Directors respectfully refer to the correspondence on thIS .pOlllt 111 the appendiX 
to this letter, which treats the Colonial conl'ract as a separate and mdepenclent contra~t. 

I have only to add that the Dir.ectors have .cI~tern~ined tl.1at no efforts ~h_aIl be wantmg 
on their parts, and they have declded on bUlld\l1~ lmmedlately two adclitlOl1al vessel~ of 
greater power and tonnage than those already bllllt, so as to ensure the full and efficlent 
performance of the contract. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office, (Signed) A. BOATE. 

Enclosure No. 1 in No. 13'2. 

EXTRACT from LETTER addressed by Messrs. VALLANCE and VALLANCE to the TREASURY, 
7th September 1860. 

WE had the honour to receive your letter of the 29th ultimo, in reference to the mail service contract 
with the Colony of Newfoundland, and we have since received the instructions of the Directors of the 
Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company on the subject. 

We must, in the first place, tender our respectful protest against such a construction of the Imperial 
mail contract of 21st April 1859, as would impose npon the Company the obligation to carry mails to 
St. John's Newfoundland. 

'lYe do not propose to trouble you with any arguments on this point, but trust you will permit us to 
refer to the intention of the contracting parties, Her Majesty's Government and the Company. 

We feel assured that whatever may be the technical construction of the contract, the Company ,,-ill 
receive at the hands of the Government such a fair and equitable construction (and, if necessary, such 
an alteration) as would be accorded by the law to aU contracts behyeen any of Her Majesty's subject". 

And first as to the intention in reference to the Imperial contract for the American mails. 
The contract is dated the 21st April IS.5D; at this time the Company were performin rr the mail 

service under a Colonial contract with the Government of i\ewfoundland, between Galw"'ay and St. 
John's; this was a contract ,,,ith the Colony, and not "ith the Britioh Government. 

This Company then se.nt in a tender to the Treasury, offering to carry the American mails between 
Ga~way and Boston, Halifax or Portland and New York. The tender was expressly limited to these 
malls. 

It was stated, however, in the letter that the Company would be able to carry telegraphic messarres 
to St. John's, Xewfoundland. '" 
. On the 2~d day of ~ebruary ~859 a letter was addressed by th~ Treasury to the ~ompany inform­
mg them, That theIr LordshIps would be prepared to enter mto a contract WIth them for the 
conveyance of the mails once in every fortnight, to and from Galway and K ew York, and Galway and 
Boston. 

In this letter it will be seen that no reference whatever was made either as to delivering mails or 
telegraphic messages at Newfoundland. 

On the 15th March lS59 another letter was address~d by t~e T.reasury to the qompany, enclosing 
ccpy 0f a letter addressed by the Treasury to the Adrmralty, drrectmg, " PreparatlOn of a contract for 

the 
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the conveyance by this Company by a fortnightly mail service, between Galway and Boston and Galway 
and New York alternately." 

A letter was also addressed by the Treasury to the Admiralty, dated 15th ?lIarch 1F159, which states, 
" The performance of a contract by mail ~l'n'ice between Galway and Boston, and Gah"ay and Kew 
York alternately." . 

It also states, " The Company at all time~ to delin'r telearaphic messaaes either at St. John's, 1\ ew-
foundland, or at Halifax, Noya Scotia, within six days." 0 0 

So far therefore as intention was concerned, it was never eontemplated or intended either by the 
Treasury or the Company that the Company should carry mails to St. John's. 

If any confi rmation of this were needed, it is satist'actory to know that this is the view of the 
Admiralty Department where the contract was actually drawll and completed. 

\\' e would add that it would be in your recollection, that in thc personal interview we had the honour 
to have with you, and the discussions which took place on thc subject of this contract, there Iwyer wa~ 
the slightest or most indirect reference to the Company's being expected under the Imperial ('ontr:1I't 
to carry mails to St. John's, Newfoundland. 

Enc1oslll'e No.2 in No. ]3Q. 

Mr. BRADY to Messrs. VALLANCE. 

Dear Sirs, Contract Office, Admiralty, 28th September 1860. 
b reply to your note of the 25th instant, I perfectly remember the discussion to which you allude, 

touching the delivery of telegraphic messages at St. John's, and the contract appears to me now, as it 
appeared to us both at the time, perfectly clear on the point. 

The first clause on page 3 requires telpgraphic messages to be delivered at St. John's. The second 
clause on the same page requires that all steamers empluyed under the contract shall call at St. John's 
both on their outward and homeward voyage!', or (failing to make St. John'~ through stress of "cather) 
at Halifax, Nova Scotia, and then goes 011 to provide that all such mails, passengers, and telegraphic 
messages are to be delivered and received at each of the ports or place3 at which the said vessels ~hall 
tuuch, as shall have to be delivered or received at snch places respectively, ,·iz., telegraphic mpssages 
at St. John's or Halifax within six clap, as provided in the preceding clause of the contract, and mails, 
passengers, &c., as regards the places mentioned in tahle "i\." within the times therein mentioned. 

Nothing can be clearer to my mind, and l"ertainly when the contract was settled it was not intended 
to send mails to St. John's. 

I am, &c. 
Messrs. Vallance and Vallance, (Signed) ANTONIO BRADY. 

20, Essex Street, Strand, w.e. 

Enclosure No.3 in No. 13Q. 

SU'REL\IlY of CO;\IPAXY to ::\Ir. F. HILL. 

Atlantic Hoyal ::\Iail Steam Na"igation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.G, London, 17th July 18GII. 

RRFERRING to the interview had with you this day by the Generall\Ianager of the Company, at 
which you stated, as the only condition on which you conld ad ,·ise the Postma~kr General to ;-;alH'tion 
the mails for Newfoundland of the 21st being conH'yed by the steamer.; lp,ning Galway for Amnica 
on the 24th instant, that the Company should forfeit 1,0001., being the amount uf the subsidy to which 
they would be entitled under their contract with the Xewfoundland Goyernment ; 

The Directors respectfully submit that this is a severe cundition to impose for substituting Tuesday, 
the 24th, as the day of departure of the K ewfoundland mails from Galway instead of Saturday, the 
21st instant. 

Under the circumstances, however, the Directors have no option but to accede to the conditions of 
the Post Office department. 

Nevertheless, they are induced to hope that, on consideration of the eircumstances, his GracI' the 
Postmaster General will not insist upon (as an equivalent for this temporary arrangement) the lu;-;;-; to 
the Company for the ensuing voyage of the subsidy accorded to them under the separate contract with 
the Colonial Government of Newfoundland. 

I have, c\:c. 
To F. Hill, Esq., General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

Enclosure No.4 in No. 18!2. 

Mr. F. HILL to SECRETARY of CO~IPAXY. 

Sir, General Post Office, 18th July 18611. 
I A1I1 directed by the Postmaster General to inform you, with reference to your letter of ye~tenlay's 

date that as the Directors of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company agree to wain' all 
clai~ for payment of the subsidy for that particular voyage, his Grace wil~ not insist upon a ve~sl'l 
being despatched from Galway with .th? mails for Newfoundland on the 21st lllstant. . . 

I am, howe"el', to ~tatl' that penmsslOn for the Company to send no packet on the 21st Instant IS 

only given on the distinct understanding that the despatch of a packet from Galw.a'y to the United ~tate8 
'/.'id N ewfoundlalld, takes place on the 2-!th instant in due course, and that It that packet be 1I0t 

H ~ despatched 
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des atched the Company shall, within seven days from .the 24th instant, send to Newfoundland the 

P
acket which should properly leave Galway on the 24th 111stant. 

I am, &c. 
To A Boate, Es9." . . . (Signed) F. HIL 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam NaVIgatlOn Company, LImIted. 

No.IS3. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECUETAUY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, Q9th October 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint YOll, for the information of th~ !)ostm~ster General, 
that the "Leinster" is ready for Admiralty survey at South Shleld~, Il1 the Jarrow 
docks. 

The Directors intend to despatch the ship from the Tyne on Saturday the Srd 
November, for the purpose of hav~ng h~r tri:d over ~he measured mile in St~kes B.ay. 

Notice of the day for the tnal t\'lp wIll be gIven so soon as the slup arnves at 
Southampton. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

(73,062. ) 
1\11'. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 31st October] 860. 
I H.<\ VE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th instant, and to inform you 

that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have been requested to cause the 
necessary sl\l'\'ey to be made of the" Leinster." 

I have, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 135. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OI'FICE. 

A tlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.c., London, 31st October 1860. 

MR. VALLANCE has stated to the Board of Directors the purport of the communication 
he made to Mr. Laing, the Financial Secretary to the Treasury, on the subject of the 
claim of this Company for the postal subsidy for the voyage of the "Connallght" in June 
last, and the explanation which Mr. Laing gave as to the arrangement made with the 
Government thereon. 

This explanation was given in the presence of Mr. Page, of the General Post Office, 
and the Directors ullderstand it was to the effect that the Government would not object 
to pay the subsidy, act:ording to the terms of the contract, bllt that they were not to be 
called upon to pay it twice over; that is, to the owners of the " North Briton" and to 
this Company also. 

A.s the Directors .are inron~ed t~1at t~he Post Offic.e Department has not paid the 
subSIdy, bllt bas crecitted the CanadIan Government WIth the amollnt of the postatJ"e of 
the letters sent by the" North Britain," I have now the honour to request that c~'edit 
may be given to this Company for the balance of 3,000l. which remains after deductinO" 
the payments made to the Canadian Government in respect to the mail baas sent by th~ 
" North Briton," which otherwise would have been sent by the " Connaugl~t." 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 186. 
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No. 136. 

The POSTMASTER GENERAL to the TREASURY, 

My Lords, General Post Office, 1st November 1860. 
ON receipt of Mr. Arbuthnot's letter of the 13th September last, I caused a Jetter '*' (of 

which a copy is enclosetl) to be written to the Atlantic Royal l\Tail Steam Navigation 
Company, inquiring whether, if I would consent to waive my legal claim to require the 
CO~lpan~ to convey mails to and from Newfoundland, by the vessels employed in the 
mall serVIce between Galway and the United States, without any addition to the subsidy 
of 3,000l. per double voyag0, they would agree to carry such mails by every packet, for a 
payment by the Colony at the rate of 8,500l. per annum. 

To that letter I only received a reply on the 2Uth ultimo. 
In the meantime I had had an interview with a deputation from the new Board of 

Directors of the Company, and had reCJuestecl them to put in writing any proposals they 
had to make with respect to a provisioilal modification of the service, rendered necessary 
by the delay in the completion of their vessels. 

I also called upon them to explain what, in their view, was the present position of the 
Company in regard to the separate N ewfol1l1dland service. 

The letter t received on the 2tith ultimo refers to all these points, and I beg to 
transmit a copy of it for the information of your Lordships, together with a copy of a 
further letter t which, by my directions, has been this day sent to the Company, stating 
the conditions upon which I am willing to waive a strict fulfilment of the stipulations of 
their contract with Her M,0esty's Government. The course which I have taken is in 
accordance with the views of your Lorclships, as expressed in Mr. Arbuthnot's letter 
above referred to. 

I propose to make the Newfoundland mail service the subject of a separate letter to 
the Company, and to inform them that I cannot coneill' in the construction which they 
seek to pllt lIpon the clauses of the COil tract of April li-l5D, which relate to the vessels 
touching at Newfoundland; tlJat I entirely agree in the opi!lion given by the Solicitor of 
this Department, that tile contract reqllires the Company to land and embark mails at 
Newfoundland as part of the service paicl fur by the subsidy of 8,000l. per voyage, 
and that I am not prepared to permit allY relaxation of the obligations of the Company 
in this respect. 

As stated in the first p:1I'agraph of this letter, the Directors of the Company have 
indeed ueen asked whether, if I consented to waivc my legal claim in this respect, they 
would agree to convey a mail to Ncwfoundlallll by every packet for a colonial payment 
of 8,500l. a year; but this inquiry, not having received an affirmative reply, falls to 
the ground. 

It would also appeal' (and I think it important to call your Lordships attention to the 
fact) tbat the sanction of Parliament to the very heavy subsidy for thia service was given 
in the full expectation that at least all the duty mentioned in the contract would be 
performed; and I think no member of Parliament could ba\'c read that contract, alld par­
ticularly Clause 5, and construed it according to its obviolls meaning, without believing 
that it included the conveyance of mails to and from Newfoundland. 

As rf'garc\s the separate Newfoundland service, I believe I am right in saying that no 
contract or agreement exists; and I am of opinion that the Company should be at once 
informed that no payment will be made to them on account of that service for a period 
subsequent to June last, when the" Golden Fleece" left Galway u)lclel' the provisional 
arrangement sanctioned by yom Lordships. 

In Jllly the Company applied to tlJis Department for perl1lis~ion to forego the voyage 
which they should have made in that month, on the ground that they bad no vessel 
available; but since July they have neither despatched a vessel on the separate service, 
nor asked for permission to forego the several voyages. 

Not only, therefore, is the Colonial contract of 1858 (\vhich \vas only for a year) at an 
end, but the provisional arrangement tinder which, b.y the authority of your Lordships, 
the service was afterwards continued from month to month, has been terminated by the 
act of the Company in IlOt providing vessels for the service. 

It is stated in the enclosed letter from the Company that a l\Iinute of the Executive 
Council of Newfollndland had extended the contract for a further period of four years. 
But this does not agTee .. "ith the statel1lent made by the Governor of N ewfoulldland in a 
despatch to the Colonial Office, dated the lOtl1 August last, in which he says that "the 
" contract between the Galway Company aIld the Newfoundland Government ceased on 

* See Letter No. 103. t See Letter No. 132. + See Letter No. 137. 
H 3 " the 



( 6~ ) 

" the 31st December last, and that there is no slich cO,ntract no;; in, exist~nce;" and .that 
all that the Legislature of Newfoundland had done was to p:;tss a I esolutlO~ t~ contlllu~ 
" paying the Galway Company, for fOll.r years .longer, 8?500t. annually,. pi ov~dcd ~el 
" Majesty's Government agreed to contIlllle theIr proportIOn of the SUbSI~Y fOl the same 
"period." The vote is, therefore, .altogether. dependent upon. a continuance of the 
Imperial grant; and as I trust that tIllS grant wdl no longer he paId, the payment to the 
company hom the Colony will also cease. . . 

If your Lordships agree in my reco~nmendatlOll, ~he amount to ~e v?ted by the LegiS­
lature of N ewfoul1dland should be paid over to tillS Department III aId of. the expense 
of the packet service; as I fully concur ill the opinion expressed in Mr. Lalllg's letter of 
the 27th of July last, that it would be altogether unreasonable that ~e\~foundland sho~ld 
entirely escape, at the expense of the mother. country, the payments whIch she voluntanly 
made for an inferior service before the Impel'lal contract was concluded. 

I have, &c. 
The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. (Signed) STANLEY OF ALDERLEY. 

No. 137. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir General Post Office, 1st November 1860. 
I HA~E received and laid before the Postmaster General your letter of the ~5th ultimo, 

in answer to one which 1 addressed to you on the 14,th September last by his Lordship's 
directions, respecting the mail service betweell Galway and Newfoundland and the 
United States. 

Before replying to your letter, the Postmaster Gcneral desires. me to request that the 
attention of the Directors of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam NaVIgation Company may be 
drawn to the length of time which has been allowed to elapse sillce the information now 
furnished was asked tor, and that they may be reminded that, whilst the Company are 
under an obligation to despatch a packet from Galway on Tuesday next, the 6th instant, 
and will become liable to heavy penalties if such packet be not despatched, the conditions 
upon which the Company shall be relieved frol11 that liability (if they are to be so 
relieved) remain unsettled solely through the delay of the Directors in replying to the 
inquiries addressed to them. 

After making this observation, [ am desired by the Postmaster General to inform you 
in the first place that, having received from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
a report showing the result of the survey of the "Prince Albert," he cannot permit that 
vessel to be again employed ill the mail service which the Atlantic Company have 
undertaken to perform. 

The" Leinster," the only other vessel named by the Company, being still in the hands 
of the builders, and not having been surveyed, the Company is obviously incapable of 
fulfilling the conditions of the contract by pro\'iding a packet of the stipulated kind for 
the mails of the 6th instant, and similar packets lor the regular despatch of fortnightly 
mails subsequently; and this notwithstanding a period of four months has now elapsed 
since the time when the Company were bound to be in full readilless for the complete 
performance of the contract. 

Under these circumstances it is evidently in the Postmaster General's power to declare 
the contract to be a! an en~ .. Neverthe!ess he is willing, as a .concession to the Company, 
to consent, on certam conchtlOl1S, to their request to be penl1ltted for a time to work the 
service monthly instead offortnightli . 

. The Postm~ster General will allow the Company to forego the voyage of the 6th instant 
WIthout exactmg any penalty beyond the forfeiture of the subsidy. But in O'rantinO' this 
indulgence, he begs it may be clearly understood that this is the last o~casi~n on ~hich 
he will make ~ny special re~ulation applicab~e to a single voyage only. In future a 
pac~et m~st saIl every fortl1lght on . the app?~nted day, or the Company mllst at once 
notify th

T
elr acceptance of the fol~owmg conditIOns for a monthly service: 

1st. No payment to be made for the voyaO'es to be omitted. 
Qd. Th.e Company to provide, for the co~~eyance of the mails on the ~Oth instant, a 

vessel WhICh shall be surveye~ by the A?mualty Surveyors, and accepted by the Post­
master General one week prevIOusly, that IS, by Tuesday the 13th instant. 

3d. The Company at the same time to submit for approval the names of one or more 
~essels of not less than the tonnage and .power specified in the contract, to be employed 
for the conveya~lce of the D~cember mati, and to run alternately with the vessel which is 
to carry the mall of the QOth Instant. 

In 
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In the event of two fit vessels being provided, one to be accepted and the other to be 
submitted for approval, before the 18th instant, the Postmaster General will consent 
to the propos~1 of the Company that the service shall be monthly instead of fortnightly 
until the L2th March next; with a proviso, however, that at the period named the 
contract shall be terminated if the Company are not then ready to fulfil its conditions. 

I am to add that a further communieation will be addressed to you shortly respecting 
the Newfoundland mail service, the necessity of replying at once to the other parts of 
your letter having prevented that subject receiving the requisite consideration. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 138. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 5th November 1860. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 31st ultimo, I have to request that you will be 

good enough to furnish all account of the voyage of the "Col1l1<lught" (for which you 
claim the payment of 3,000/.), in the form prescribed by my letter of the 28th of 
September last. 

I am, &c. 
A Boate Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

A tlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Compally_ 

No. 139. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 7th November 1860. 

IN pursuance of the request contained in your communication of the 5th instant, 
No. 64,729, I have the honour to transmit herewith an account of the voyage of the 
" Connaught," commencing on the 11th .July and terminating on 20th August 1860. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 140. 

M 1'. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atbntic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, London, 7th November Is60. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint YOLl, for the information of his Lordship the Postmaster 
General, that your communication of' the 1st instant was this day fully considered by the 
Board ot' Directors of the Company, being the first occasion 011 which the Directors have 
met since the receipt of your letter, and J am instructed to state, for his Lordship'S 
consideration-

1st. That in consequence of the intimation contained in the above letter, that the 
" Prince Albert" cannot be again accepted for the mail service, a llecision which the 
Directors were not prepared to r~ceive, af~er the Ad~niraIt.Y survey which she recently 
passed, they have used every pOSSible exertlOn to prOVide, either by purchase or charter, 
a ship to replace this vessel, in order to propose a monthly service with the" Leinster" 
and another ship. 

The Directors beg to direct his Lordship'S attention to the accompanying reports from 
their General Manager and the Broker of the Company, which will fully Elhow the im­
possibility of their obtaining a ship of the tonnage and power required by the contract, 
or even equal to the" Prince Albert." 

Qd. His Lordship is doubtless aware that the Company has had difficulties to encounter 
of no ordinary character since the period when the contract was granted in April 1059, 
arising out of questions both political and departmental, over which they have hall no 
control, and which have had a most injuriolls effect Oll the interests of the Company. 

H 4 These 



These difficulties could not be foreseen, and weJ:e never. anticipated at . the time the 
en arrement WilS entered into with the Government III 1859 111 respect to tillS cont.ract. 

Sl' TI e continual doubt throwl1 upon the contract for fourteen months, pendmg the 
Pa~li~me~tary inquiry and report, which ~vas \lot terminated until the ~6th J line 1860, 

lyse 1 al
ld embarrassed the entire pro1ect, and caused the shareholders to hold back 

para l ..J. d '1'/ b 'ld' I ,I' d I '. the calls upon the shares fo~' whl,ch ~hey llad subscnbe. Ie III els a so I e ,axe t lell 
exertions to complete the slllps ; 111. fact, ever,y e~ort .w~s made by those who weI ~ oppose? 
to the existence of the Galway 11l1e to }wejudlce It m the mmds of the publIC, and, If 
possible, to crush the enterpri~c altogether. ., 

These circumstances the DIrectors respectfully subrlllt entitle them to consideration at 
the hands of his Lordship the Postmaster General. . 

Notwithstal1llilJO' all these difficulties, the Directors were able to commence the serVIce 
within the time sGpuiatecl, but, owing to the above causes, they wpre compelled to offer 
the" Parana" and" Prince Albert" as temporary ships. 

The additional difliclllty which was !lot anticipated, viz., the rejection of the" Prince 
Albert" for any further ~ervice, and the utter impossibility of obtaining a stearn ship in 
this country (wlJich the ~irectors were willing ~o purchase or chal tel' at any ~ost) of tIle 
power and tonnage r~qlllred by the Post Ofli:e Depa'~t11len!, leave the ~Irectors no 
alternative but respectfully to adopt the :.;uggestJOl1 conta1l1ed 111 the Post Office letter of 
the ~.5th August last, and to sllbmit, for his Lordship's consideration, that the contract 
be sllspended Ilntil March 1861, by which period the Directors will have their three new 
ships fully equipped for the fi.)]'tllightly service. 

The Directors also intenll immediately to constmct another ship, to replace the 
" ConnauO'!Jt." 

The Di~ectors are fully confident that by the period named tlley will be in a POSItIon 
to carry out tile service to tiJe entire satisfaction of his Lordship the Postmaster General; 
and they earnestly hope tklt the reasons they have assiglled, coupled with the loss of the 
"Connaught," will afford sufficient grounds to justify his Lordship ill agreeing to a 
suspension of the contract until March 1861. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

Enclosure No. 1 in No. BO. 

To the Chairman and Directors of the Atlantic Company. 

Gentlemen, Liyerpool, 6th November 1861. 
I REGHET to infor~ you that I haye not ~ucceeded. in either chartering or p~rchas~ng the" Arabia" 

or any other of t?e Cunard .steamers that/11lght ~e smtable ~o carry out the mall sernce from Galway. 
The Cunard Company WIll sell the "Nta~ara ?r" Amenca." Both of these ships are in first-rate 

order, and ready to go to sea at a moment s notIce, but as these vessels are of less tonnaae than the 
" Prince Albert," I presume his Lordship the Postmaster General would refuse to accept th~m to carry 
out. the ~alway mail contract. I may remark, however, that they are accepted to carry out the Cunard 
mall sernce. 

I have now ascertained the resources of all the large steam ship companies in the kinadom and I 
find that among all these companie:', viz., "The Royal l\iail," the "Peninsular and 011enta1" the 
" Philadelphia and New! ork':' the" .Jlontreal," and the "Cun~l'd Company," that there are onl~ three 
or four steam,ers of the dllnenslOn~ that the Gm'ernment seem dIsposed to confine us to. 

I a~l surpnsed to learn that the •• Prince Albert" \\ as refused by the Postmaster General. She is 
equal ~n tonnage to any of the Cunard steamers, except the" Persia," and she has proyed herself to be 
equalm speed to any of them e~:ccpt the latter. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. 1\I. WEIH. 

Enclosure No. ~ in 1"\0. 140. 

To the Chairman and Directors of the Atlantic Royal ~Iail Company, London. 

G tl Walmer Buildings, Water Street, Livernool, 
en emen, . 6th November 1860. • 

, ~'~FERR1XG tu our letter of the ::clll1stant, we haye again been in communication with .Jlr . .Jl'Iver in 
I efel ence to the charter or purchase of one of the Cunard mail boats 't bl £ C re et h ,t \1 i\I'I I 1" ' SUI a e or your ompany; we 

gr. " owe, er, 0 ~ay ," l:.~, Ye,r c ec mes entl:ely to charter anyone of them, and further, he now 
declll1es to sell the Alabla, havll1O' made defilllte arrallO'ements t h thO " t . th' 
service. We may again call your "'attention to the " A~erica" o~ ~l~. er "I~ '~hn hI' m t elr own 
under no definite engagements; they are quite readv and 'passed C thlagar~l' o. efre a h~r€sent d f k 1 ,J' < lOr e mal service rom t IS port, 
an , rom our own now edge, we feel qUlte certain there are no other boats in the kingdom to be had 

which 
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which are so suitable for the se:'\'lce as the "America" or "?\iagara." 'Yaiting your further 
instructions, 

"" e are, S:e. 
(Signed) C['ltIly, KELLOCK, S: Co. 

No. 141. 

Mr. HAl\lILTO", to the POSDI:\STER GENERAL. 

My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 17th November lSGO. 
ADVERTING to your letter of the 1st instant, enclo-ing a copy ot' a communic~ltiol1 

which yOUl' Lordship had callsed to be acldres,>cd to the Atlall~ic !loyal Mail Steam 
Navigation Company, dispensing', on certain conditions, and for a time, with the complete 
performance of their contract of April lSDU, I ,nn de~ired by the turd, COI1lL1li'isiollcrs 
of Her Majesty's Treasury to state that they entirely ngree with Y0lll' Lordship that it 
should be clearly and fully understood and provided that if, at the end of the period 
limited for the concession, the Company shall still 110t lJe in a position to fulfil all the 
obligations of the contract, it must then be terminated and finallv abandoned. 

(am further to state that my Lords concur with the views ","I,iell your Lordship takes 
both as regards the cessation of the separate1:\ewfolllHlland service ,ll1Li the liability of the 
Company to deliver the mails at Newfoundland under their contract of "c\pril lS.5g. 

As my L'lrcls understand that your LorcL.;hip is about to addrc,~s a further c,;mmullica­
tion to the Company in modification of so much of the proposal contlincd in the above­
mentioned letter to the Company as refers to the monthly de;,patch of \'essels, Illy Lords 
would be glad to ha\'e au opportunity of considering the terms of the proposed letter, anfl 
I am therefore to request that they llIay be bvomed with a copy thereof. 

I have, &c. 
The Postmaster General, &c. &c. &c. (Signed) GEO. A. HA:lIILTON. 

No. IJ,2. 

The POSTMASTElt GENERAL to the TREASUny. 

My Lords, General Post Office, 19th November 1860. 
IN compliance with the directions contained in your letter of the 17th instant, I 

have the honour to transmit to your Lordships copies of two letters, '" which I propose to 
address to the Atlantic Itoyal Mail Steam Navigation Company, one 011 the subject of 
the request of the Company to be allowed temporarily to sw;pend the performance of 
their contract, and the other respecting \ he N e",foundland mail c;el'l ice and the obliga­
tion of the Company to cOI1\'ey mails to and from St. John's by e\'ery vessel employed in 
the carriage of the mails betweell Galway and the Ur,ittll States. 

I have, &c. 
The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. (Signed) SIT\LEY OF ALDEnLEY. 

No.143. 

M 1'. HAMIL TON to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 19th N o\'embel' 18(iO. 
WITH reference to your Lordship's letter of tbis day's date, transmitting copies of 

two letters which you propose to address to the Atlantic H.oyal .Mail Steam Navigation 
Company, one on the subject of the reque8t of the Company to be allowed temporarily 
to suspend the performance of their contract, and the other respecting the N CWfollllclland 
mail service, I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her lVl:ljesty's Tre,lsury to 
acquaint your Lordships that they approve of the proposed letter:,,* the drafts of which 
they return, subject to the amendment which has been introduced into the concluding 
paragraph of the letter bearing the No. 12,59 L. 

I am, &c. 
The Postmaster General. (Signed) GEO. A. HA;\IILTON. 

'*' See Letters K os. 144 and 145. 
(13~.) I No. 144. 



(66 ) 

No. 144. 

(1256 L.) Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 20t~1 November 1,860. 
HAVING laid before the Postmaster-General your letter o,f the 8th Instant, I am, dIrected 

by his Lordship to request that you will state to the .DIr~:tors of the AtlantIC Royal 
Mail Steam Navin'ation Company, that although by the InabIlity of the Company to carry 
out the stipulatio~s of their contract (notwiti~standing the indulgence al~eacly extended 
to them), they have rende,red then~selv~s liable to very heavy pe~alties and to the 
avoidance or' the contract, IllS Lordship will grant the further concessIOn now asked for, 
and win nermit them to sUfOpend the mail service between Galway, Newfoundland, and 
the Unitled States, until Tuesday the 12t~1 March next, but only o~ the ,following 
condition :-tl1at the Company shall forth\\'lth execute an agreement ,,?th tl118 dep~rt­
ment pro\'iding tbat if they are !lot IH~pa.red to recoml~~nce the serVIce at the penod 
named and to continue tbenceforth to fulfil all the cODchtlODS of the contract of 1859, 
stri~t~): according to tl:eir ~air intent and me~ning, including the conv~yal1ce witho~t any 
addItIOnal payment of mads to and from Newfoundlalld by every shIp employed III the 
service, such contract shall, without any further act or any liability to a claim for damages, 
become null alld void. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq" (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 

No. 145. 

Mr, F, HILL to Mr. BOATE. 
(1226 L.) 

Sir, General Post Office, 20th November 1860. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 1st instant, in which 1 informed you that the 

Postma~ter General would cause a further communication to be addressed to the Atlantic 
Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, respecting the Newfoundlalld mail service, I 
am now directed by Lord Stanley of Alderley to request that you will state to the 
Directors of the Comp:II1Y that he cannot concur in the construction which they seek to 
put upon the clauses of the contract of April 1859, which refer to the packets touching 
at Newfoundl::!nd. 

His Lordship has no doubt whatever that the contract requires the Company to land 
and embark mails at Newfoundland, as part of the service paid for by the subsidy of 
S,OOOl, per, voyage; ,and :lS he feels assured t~lat the sanction of Parliament to that very 
heavy subSIdy was gIven III the full expectatIOn that at least all the duty mentioned in 
the contract would be performed, he is not prepared to permit any relaxation of the 
obligations of the Company in this respect. 

As regards the separate Newfollndland service, it is evident that no contract or aaree-
1~1ent exists! an,d th~t the service ha~ ceased by the omission of the Atlantic Royal bMail 
Steam Na\'lgatlOl1 Company to pro\']cle any vessels for the conveyance of mails since June 
last. Und~r these circutntitances I am directed by Lord Stanley to inform YOll that no 
payment \\lll be made to the Company on account of that service f\)]' a period subsequent 
to the voyage of the" Golden Fleece," which left Galwav on the ~3d June under the 
provisional arrangement sanctioned by the Lords of the 'treasury on the termination of 
the contract of the 22d October 1858, in December last. 

A. Boate, Esq., 
Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Na\'igation Company. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) F, HILL. 

No. 146. 

~1 1'. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic RoyalJdail Steam Navigation Company (Limited), 
Sir, lO, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 21st November 1860 

I HAYE the honour to acknowledae the receipt of your letters of the 20tl .• t 
~ os. l:2~G, and 1:259 L; also a turtl~er letter with enclosure dated th' d 1 1 dInlfi an~ 
, , , 1 t f, I '.!'.' , l' IS a), an am 
ll1stl ucten to s ate, or t le lnlOImatlOl1 of IllS LOl'Clsll1p the Postmaster General, that the 

Board 
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. Board of Directors have deemed it ri~ht to consult with their solicitor:, before they can 
reply to the letters above referred to, which inl'Oh'e questions of sllch vilal importance 
to the interests of the Company. 

The Secretary. General Post Office. 
I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. BOATE. 

(1293 L.) 
i'{o. 147. 

Mr. F. HILL to 1\11'. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 21st November 1860. 
'VITH reference to nw letter of yesterday's date, No.1 '2,'"i9 L., I am directed by the 

Postmaster General to transmit to you, for the consideration of the Directors of the 
Atlantic Royal l\Iail Steam N a\'igat1on Company, the draft of an agreement ,vhich has 
been prepared by the Solicitor of this Department for execution by the Company, in 
pursuance of the condition under whicll his Lordship will consent to the sllspension of 
the mail service between Galway, ~e\Vfoundland, and the United States, until the 
12th March next. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Es<]., 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

Enclosure in No. 147. 

ARTICLES of AGREE:.\IEXT made this day of in the year of our Lord 1860, between 
the Right Honourable Edward John Lord Stanley of Alderley, Her ",Iajesty's Postmaster General 
for the time being, of the one part, and the Atlantic Royal Mail ::::iteam Navigation Company 
(Limited) of the other part. 

WHEREAS by Articles of Agreement, dated the 21st day of April 1859, and made between the Com­
missioners for executing the ottice uf Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, for and on behalf of Her Majesty, of the one part, and the said Atlantic Ruyal :\Iail Steam 
Navigation Company (Limited) of the other part, the said Company for the considerations in the now 
reciting contract mentioned, contracted and agreed tl) com"ey Her Majesty's maib between Galway, in 
that part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called Ireland, and Boston, in the United 
States of America, and between Galway, aforesaid, and N elY York, in the said United States, at the 
times, in the manner, and for the term of years (which is at present unexpired) in the now reciting 
contract respectively mentioned or referrerl to: And whereas under or by ,"irtue of an Act of Parlia­
ment passed in the 23d and 24th years of the reign of Her present :'fajPsty, intitllled "An Act to 
" transfer to the Postmaster General securitie~ entel'l,d into with the C"llllllis~iuners of the l\dmiraltv, 
" in relation to the Packet service," all the estate, right, title, and jlltel'\'~t of the ~:aid Commi~sillners 
of, in, to, and out of the said herein-hefore recited "ul1trad haye become transferred to and H'sted 
in the said Postmaster General: And whereas it has 118en agreed hetween the saiel Pustmaster 
General and the said Company, that the ~aid herein-before recited contract, and the operation thereof, 
shall be suspended, and the service., thereby contracted to be performed, dis("()ntinued, until the 12th 
day of March, which will be in the year 1861: Now these presents witness, that it is hereby agreed 
and declared between and by the said parties hereto, that thc said herein-before recited contract of the 
21st day IIf April IS:)!), and the operation thereof shall be suspended, and shall cuntinue to 1)(' sus­
pended until and up t() the said 12th day of ::'Ilareh 181,1, and that until and up to the said l~th day 
of March 1 K61 the sen-ice., by such ("on tract ['on traded to be performed, shall nut be performed, and 
that the consideration thereby agreed to be paid, shall not be paid, anything in the said herein-before 
recited contract cuntained to the contrary thereof notwithstallding: Provided always, and it is herein' 
further agreed and declared, and the said Company do hereby, for them~eh"es, their su("(·e.'~l)rs, and 
assigns, coyenant and agree with and to the said Postma~ter General, hi~ ~lll'Cl'~::;l)r,; and ;Issigns, that 
they the said Company, their successors ()r assigns, shall and will, on and after the said 12th day of 
Mareh 1861 well and truly perform, or cause to be performed, all and ~inglllar the sen-ices in the ~aid 
herein· before recited contract particularly mentioned, at the times, in the manner, and for the remainder 
of the term of years then unexpired in such contract respectively meutioned or referred to, and generally 
in such or the like manner, as if this agreement had not yet been made and entered into: Provided 
always, and it is hereby further agreed and declared, that in ease the said Company shall not on and 
after the said 12th day of ';\larch 1861 well and truly perform, or ("<luse to be performed, all and 
singular the services in the said herein-before recited contract particularly mentioned, at the times, in 
the manner, and for the remainder of the term of years then unexpired, therein respectively mentioned 
or referred to, and generally in such or the likp manner as if this agreement had not been made and 
entered into, the said herein-before recited contract and the operation thereof shall thereupon determine, 
and every clause, matter and thing, therein contained shall become absolutely null and void; and that 
the said Company, their successors or assigns, shall not be entitled, either at law or in equity, to claim, 
recover, or receive any sum or sums of money by way of damages, compensation, or otherwise, by 
reason of the determination of such contract, and the operation thereof, under the circumstances and 
at the time herein-before mentioned. And whereas by the said herein-before recited contract of the said 

,21st day of April 1859, the said Company agreed that all the said vessels employed in the conveyance 
,~ I 2 of 
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f II ' 'I,,' .,.t,,·~ mail, "houlcl hoth on the outward and homeward voyages, call at St. John's, New-o Cl _I dJl. / ~ < ~, • d I' -. J l' h . l' . 
foundland, 'ur i'n tIll' c'l '-'Ilt of any of th~ \('~,'('b bell1g prrn'!lte , ma {~ng St. onn S, ,to t e satlsJachon 
of the Admiralty agcnt, or othcr olli(:er Jl1 dlarge of Hcr MaJesty s mad~, by stress of ,:'eather or oth~r 
unav(lidablP ca{lse, then and in such easc, the \'l',c"el should call at Hahfa~, Nm-a ScotIa; . and the saId 
Company should com l'}' in t~l(' said \'e~scls to and from, and ('ause to he dehn'red. and receIved, at each 
of the purt, (lr plac'('s at wllll'h the s~lcl n'~,.l'l,; .wer~ to P!'oceed, call, or touch, 111. the ,Performance of 
the no\\' J'('l'itillg ,'ontrad, all such (If Her :;\laJesty s mitt!,;, ,Passengers, and telegraphIc messag~s, as 
should have to bc ({elin'red or rcceivcd at such places reo]lcdlVely; and as regards the places mentIOned 
in the tim!' table (A), thercunto annexed, within the times therein res]lpdively spceified. And w~ereas 
a question has .ari,.el~ i,et,,'e.en the oaid \'lJmpal:~- and ,the ]~ostma~.ter General as to the constructIOn of 
the la"tl" hcrelll-before recIted dau~(' of the s,ml hercm-Dcfore reCIted contract, and to the nature and 
cxtent of' the 'lTlii'('" to he perfurlllcd by the ,aid Cump<my thcreull~ler, and for the purpose of sett~ing 
such qucstion, and spl'i'ifying the true intent, meaning, and con~tructlOn o[ ~uch .clause, and the servIces 
til be performed th(']'('under, it Iw, 1)('('n ,1greed between and by the sald partIes hereto, that each of 
them, the ,aid Company, for thelll~('hc", their sucr-cs,o;or, and assigns, and tl~e said Postmastcr General 
for hil11,<,lt~ his ,oWi'c""il]', and a,.,.ign~, ,.IIi/uld, ilnd cal'h of them accordmgly do, hereby agree and 
declare to and "ith thc other (If them, that un and aftcr the said l~th day of .'larch lSGl (being the 
day on which the "lid herein-befure rccitl'd C'ontract shall be rCYiyccl, and the services thereby agreed 
tu be performed, recommcnC'ed, and p2l'formcd) the said Company shall and will at their own costs 
and charg'('s, and without H'ceiving any further ill' ilther consideration therefor than that cuYcllanted to 
l,P paid to the :'aid Cumpany hy tilE' said Po~tma,tcr General, fur the general sen'ices in the said 
herein-before rccited i'ontraet mentioned, C'illIll'Y il]' callSl' til be ('onYL'yed, as ,,'ell mails as passengers 
and tell'i'raphic nll',o;l~l'S on the illItlrard \u:;age frolll Galway to St. John's or Halifax, and from St. 
John's or llalifax to Ilil.ston and New York, and on the llUllleward \"rage from New York to Boston, 
til St. J"hn\, and frum st. John'~ til Galway; and thar. the said Company shall and ",ill delil'er and 
recei\e, ur cau~e tt) be dc1iw)'ed and rCi'l'i\ed, at each uf the ports II)' places at which the 8aid vessels 
::;hall proceed, call, "1' tuuch in the performanl'(' uf "lli'h contract, as well all SlIch of Her l\1ajesty's 
mails, ao pacscngers alld tdpgraphi" messages as shall ha\e tu be delivered or rceei\ed at such ports or 
places, and~'''nerally ill SLll'h ur the like manner, and subject t" sudl penaltics, prm'isoes, clauses, 
matters, and things as if the true intcnt, ll1c:ming, and cunstructi'l]1, as by these presents defined and 
expres~l'd uf the lastly herein-lll'f"l'l' recited clause of the said herein-before recited contract had been 
in such l'ontract similarly defincd and expressed. In witncss, c\:c. 

No. 14,8. 

:Mr. BOATE to the SECIlETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

AtLll1~ic Itoya~ l\Iail Ste,am N'avigation COI;lpany (Limited), 
Sir, 10, ClIllwn Stleet, E,C., London, '20th No\'ember 1860. 

B ~FEltlllN.G to ,till' commullicatiOl:s f'1'0111 the Post Office Department of thc ~()th and 
2 ht lilstallt, 111 retl:rellce ttl thl' :lppllCltioll of this Company for the sLlspension of the 
~l1lpeJ'lal c.olltract (or the COllI l'yalJce (If' the mails betwecn this cOlllltry and the United 
SLItes ulltii the 12th 2IIarcb 1861, I have now tIle honour to st;lte the views of the 
Directors thereon, 

The Director,~ ha\'c takel1 into consideration the important condition which his Lord­
ship the Postl11aster General proposes to attach to the con.-;<:nt to this suspensioll namelr 
the delivery by the Company of mails to the Colol1v of ;\;ewfOlll1dland. ' . , 

In deference to the \',iel\'5 of his Lonlsllil?, the birectors agree to this condition, and 
l\OW state ,th:lt ~h,ey, \\Ill be prepared to. de!I\'er the l~~ils by all their, ,'essels calling at 
1\ e\\ fOllndLll1u fO! llllghtl), \\ Ithout asklllg allY additLOnal payment from the Imperial 
Go\'ernnll'llt. 

It i~, I~?we\'er: of course ',ll1der.;tood that the. S,.50~1 .. per annum, payable by the 
C~J?Il,\, \~~II COl.ltI111iC to be paId to ,the COI.npany, III aLl(~ltl~:)l1 to the I~lperial subsidy . 
. lile ~)llectOl~ ,conclucl~ t.hat t.llIs was ll1tended, ,as It IS the cOlJdltion specially men­

tlOne.d III the e,llly negotlatlolls III September last, 111 reference to the delivery of mails 
fortlllghtly at St. John's, th~ letters from your Department of the Hth and 529th of 
September p.xpressly proposlOg that the Company should f'orecro only the 4500t . 
annum pay.able by ,the. ~mperial r Government for the Colo~iar service, but 'that 'tl;:; 
shollld cont1l1ue to lccelve the 8"JOOl. payable by the Colony ll1 respect of this particular 
servIce. 

It is ,upon this a.ssumpti.on only tl~at the Company could enter into any necrotiations for 
the ,dellve.ry of malls fortl11ghtly at St. John's, Newfoundland. 0 

1 h.e Directors would respc,ctfully state that they cannot withdraw the opinions the 
submlltell to th.e Postlll~lster Gel:eral ,alld to the Imperial Government as to the il1tentio~ 
of the contractlllg parties on tIllS pOInt, or ?S to the strict interpretation of the contract 
but they do 110t deSire to trouble IllS LordshIp further on tIle matteI' b t t d' 

I · L I I' " ., u a once COllce e to l1S on S IIp S suggestIOns. 

I am desir~d to remark that the alteration will greatly extend the benefit of the postal 

service 
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service to the Colony, as it will give to it a service double of that contracted for, and of 
a much more efficient nature. 

I am desired respectfldly to remind his Lordship the Postm~der General that the 
Council of ~\ewfollncllalHl haye passed a :'Ilinute to continue the contract for f\)[lr years 
only from the 1st of January, and the Directors solicit the co-operation of his Lordship 
in the applic,ltion which they propose to make to the Colony of N ewfollndlancl for an 
extension (or a period commensurate with tile Imperial contract, namely, seven rears 
from June 1860. 

The draft agreement carrying Ollt these changes is with the solicitors of the CompallY, 
and will be returned to the Po-;t Office Departmeilt in due COllr~;,., 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (:-ligned) A. DOATE. 

No. 149. 
(1305 L.) 

Mr. F. HILL to 1\1r. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, '20th ::.Joyember ISfiO. 
THE supplementary account. which accompanied your letter of the 7th instant having 

been examined, I beg to tranC'mit to YOll a further warrant for Q,IU91., the Sllm which is 
found to be due to'tlw Atlantic H~yal .. \lail Steam Na\'igation Company for the mail 
service peri()rl1lccl by the contract p~lcket "Col1tlallght" between Galway and Boston, 
from the 11th .Julv to the 2Uth Allgllst Ia~t. 

I reqllcst that ~'o" will be goo~l enough to acknowledge the receipt of this warrant 
at your earliest convenience. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal :Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. 150. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRET",RY to the POST OrFIcE. 

Atlantic HopI :'I[aii Steam .:\:1\'igation Cnmp:lIly (Limited), 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 3d December IS/iu. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the '29th ultimo, 
No. 1305 L, enclosing' warrant for the SIIIl) :-tated to be clue for the mail service performed 
by the" Connaught" on the round voyage between Galway and Bo:,totl, commencing 
lIth .T uly and terminating 20th August last. 

The Directors observe that a deduction is made of ,*'001. :1, a penalty under the con­
tract for excess of time in the performance of the service. 

As they conceive that this bas been done under misapprcllension, I am instructed to 
call your attention to the circLimstalice tlLlt the" CUl1nL11Ight" was delayed off St. John'~, 
Newfoundland, for a period of 37~ hours, owing to a fog of unusual dllratioll and dellsity, 
which utterly prevented the ship making St. John's 011 the hcmeward \'oyage. 

This circumstance the D,rectors reslJectflllly sllbl1lit comes within the provision of the 
contract as being one" over wllich they had ]1ot, and could not have, any control." 

The Directors trust, therefore, that tile warrallt may be amended, adding the amonnt 
which has been deducted. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Siglled) A. DOATE. 

No. 151. 
(1338 L.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 3d December 1860 . 
.. I HAVE laid before the Postmao;ter General yom letter of the :29th ultimo, in reference 

to two letters which, by his Lordship's directions, I addressed to you on the '20th ultimo. 
In reply, I am desire({ at once to request that you will inform the Directors of the 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company that the construction which you state 
they put lIpon those parts of my letters, above referred to, which relate to the N ewfound-

I 3 land 
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1 1 
,'I sel'vice is wholl)1 incorrect, and Lord Stanley of Alderley cannot for a moment 

nne m,\I, .' 0 I .. rl • f 
1 

't tl t they will bear any such mterpretatlOn. n t le contrary, It IS statell lD one 0 
a( tnl la C 1 . 1 .. d I I I 
tl letters that the contract for the ~eparate 0 o\1la servIce IS at an en ,alH t lat t le 
lOse,. 1 I d b k '1 S J' , 

I el'I"d contract requIres the Company to ane an em ar mal s at . t. ol1n s as p~lrt 
mp , . . l 1'\ . I I I of the service paid for by the subsIdy of ~S,OUO . per :oyage; w II 5t In tIe ?t leI' etter 

you were inf«rmed that the Postma:"ter General reqU1recl the Company to fulfil all the 
conditions of the contract of 1859 strictly, according to their fair intent and meaning, 
includin rr the conveyance of the Newfoundland mails, without any additional payment. 
There c~n thus be no doubt whatever what were his Lordship's intentions in this respect. 

It is true that, as stated in your letter, the Directors were :lsked, in September last, 
whether, if the Postmaster General consented to waive his legal right to compel the 
Company to convey the Ne\\'f~unl,lland mails without a~y addiLional remuneration, tlley 
would ~lgree to carry those m~l1ls for a payment by the Colony of 8,5001. a ye~lr; but no 
affirmative ans\\'cr having beell given to tklt inquiry, the matter fell to the ground. 

In tile meanti,ne, the COmpJllY, havi:lg alto~l'tllcr failed ill the performallce of the 
service undertaken b~' them, ha\'c applied to 1 :er Maje:;ty's Government for \'ery large 
conces~i()ns, whicll would include relief frol1l he:lVY penalties, which are daily accruing 
aQ'ainst them, and which the Postmastrr (Jelleral has ill no way pledged I)imself to 
r~lin(]llish. Under these circumstances it becomes the obviolls dllty of the Po~tmaster 
General to reconsider the whole question, and to see upDn ",I)at terms he would be 
WaJ'l'clllted in according to the Company the further indulgence whieh they solicit. 

Furtller reflection, moreover, has 0.11)' strengthened Lord Stalllpy in the opinion which 
he origin:.lI), entertained, tlut the ,·iew taken by the Company of the obligations of their 
contract cannot be slistained, and he feels it to he his dllty, therefore, to state to the 
Company that, if the agreement, a draft of which I forwarc1ed to you on the 21st 1Iltimo, 
be not executed forthwith, his Lordship will feel himself under the necessity of declaring 
the contract of 1~50 void. 

I am, &c. 
A. 130ate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic l~oyal Mail Steam Na\'igation Company. 

No. 1.";'2. 

The POST:llASTErt GENERAL to the TREASUP..Y. 

l\ly Lords, General Post Office, 3d December 18GO. 
:rlTH reference to .!\fl'. Hamilton's letter of the 10th ultimo, approving of the letters 

winch I proposed to address to the :\tlantic ::0\,,11 l\laii Steam :\';l\i"'atioll Comp<11Iy on 
t,he SlIbject ,of' t~le request of the COl,llpany to b~ allo\\'el~ temporarilybto slIspend tbe 'per­
tormanc? of theIr cOllt.ract, I l,)cg to Illfol[11 your LOI clsll1(ls t!Jat those letters, amended in 
confol'lTiity With YOlll' IllSlrllctlOlls, were sent to the Company 011 the Qutll lIltimo. 

I hav~ now the honour to transmit, for YOllr Lordship's information, a copy of a further 
lett.er* from the Company, dated the 20th ultimo, together with a copy of the reply* 
wlllch I have callsed to be made to it. 

I trust that your Lorehhips will approve of the course adopted. 
I have, &c. 

The Lords Commissioners of' the Treasury. (Signed) STANLEY OF ALDERLEY. 

No.153. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

A tlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company (Limited), 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 5th December 1860. 

} H:: YE the honoll~' to. ackl,low!eclge the rec.eipt of your letter of the 3d instant, 
~1\o. 1338 L.), Iq~on.lecelpt of which I C0ll1lll11l1lcatecl With sllch of the Directors as were 
111 L~lld.~I~ ; a,llll ~l1dll1g. th,at [\11", Malcoms~:H1, the ~hairma!l of t,Ile Company, and foUl' 
othel Dllectols ,\bo take em actIve part III the Companys aif,urs, are in lreland'd 
cOlild not therefore attend the Board meetillrJ' to-day I am directed to state .c' atnh . f' ' f I I) '=' . ' , ,lor e 
In 01 mal lOll 0 t Je ostmaster General, that a speCIal meetltlg of the Directors will be 

'*' See Letters Noe. 148 and 151. 

summoned 
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summoned for Monday next, the 10th instant, when those gentlemen and the other 
Directors can attend in London, and your letter above referred to slJall ue laid 
before them. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 154. 
(1353 L.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 7th December 1860. 
J HAVE bid before the Postmaster General your letter of the 3d instant, and in reply 

I am directed to state to you, for the information of the Directors of the Atlantic Royal 
Mail Steam Navigation Company, that tl.e excu:se of1ereu for the delay of the cOlltract 
packet "Connallght," 011 the homeward voyage from Boston to Galway, cannot be 
admitted by his Lordship in mitigation of tbe penalties incurred for excess of time 
occupied on that voyage. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., ( Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. 155. 

~lr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal :,Iail Steam Navigation Company (Limited), 
Sir, London, l'2th December 186u. 

THE Directors of the Company have taken into consideration your letter of the 3d 
inst:int, conveying the determination of hi:s Lordship the Postmaster General to declare the 
contract for the American postal service null and void, unless the Company agree, as the 
condition of the temporary suspension of the service for which they had applied, that the 
Company shall carry mails fortnightly to Newfoundland, and forego any claim for such 
additional service. 

The very seriolls effect of these conditions has naturally called for mature considera­
tion, but the Directors have determined, in defer·~nce to his L·;:mlship's views, to as:"ent to 
the conditions. -, ~ 

The Directorsobsen:e that the drafc agreement S~llt by YOLl for the apprO\'al of the 
Board contains a-condition, that if' the Company are not prepared to commence and carry 
on the service by the lQlh March next, then the contract thereby becomes null and void, 
and the Company are precl udeLl from all claims for damages. 

The Directors 'beg to observe that this clause "vas not inserted in the original contract, 
and they are not ,aware that so stringent and severe a clause was ever be£()re inserted in 
any similar contract; but they arc still willing to adopt it with some modification. 

More than three quarters of a million of money will by March next IJave become 
investetl in this Company, and the Directors are solenJllly assured by their shipbllilders 
that they will be prepared to deli\l:r the further ships in time to renew the sen ice on 
the 1 (2th :;\larch next. 

Although the Directors are using every effort which can be exerted to ensure a full 
and complete preparation by the time named, and anticipate being ready, still they feel 
that it would be a most serious act on their part towards tiJeir shareholders, and the 
banking and otber interests which are identified with the Company, and which have 
become so identified under arrangements which neither invoh'ed nor contemplated any 
such condition; if they were to assent to this condition it might, from SOI11'3 accidental 
circumstance over which they cOllld have no control, involve a serio LIS loss to the share­
holder and other interests. The Directors cannot for a moment doubt that, UpOll further 
consideration, the Postmaster General will modify it. 

The Directors venture to think tllat the special circumstances which have been more 
particularly mentioned in for.mer letters, would afiol:d ample groLl\~ds for the application 
made for a temporary suspensIOn of the contract, as It was not unttl the 9th Allgll~t last 
(16 months, nearly, from the cLtte of the contract) that the House of Common:; atIirmed 
the contract. 

The Directors therefore submit it would not have been unreasonable for them to have 
applied for a suspension of the coutract for 1'-2 months. 

I 4 Still, 
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, ' 1 ' f I fi l·ncr. '1 time for the complete commencement of the service, the 
5td I WI t 1 a view 0 (e I It'>' . I I u' , I lit k ." II' tl 1 t June next as the time at whlc 1 t Ie con ItlOl1 s IOU l a e 

Directors WOLI (n,lIne Ie s, . I .' f II r b 
. 'f I I . t t' tIle COnlIJ'lI1)' are not }lI'epared to cOlnmence tIe sel VIce U ), ut 

effect I ly t ],\ Ime ' " 
crivin~ the Company permission to C0l11111enCe It ear\)er. " 
b I '? 1', I t tile l'lltcl'est of tlle Comlnn)' to commence the fortmghtly serVIce at t IS 0 )VIOUS yo' 
the earliest pos;ible moment. , ' ., . . . 

I I e \\'I'tl1 tllcSC \'!CWS the Directors have letul nell the agl eement WIth some n accorc allc . , 
modifications. I I D' 'd 

J 1'1110' to the terms iDll)ose(1 by the Postmaster Genera, tIe Irectors conS1 e1' 
n acce( co " IT' h 

they are not llrecillcled themseh'es from ma~()llg a representatLO~1 to t I~ rea~ury .WIt 
reference to the amount agr~ecl to be, contnbuted by tl~e Colon) of Ney\foundland, but 
they will not trouble the Postmaster General on thiS POll1t. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 150. 

Mr. BOATE to thc SECHETMtY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Roy~d l\lail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10 Cannot; Street, E,C" London, 13th December 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to tramt;lit herewith, by desire of the Board of Directors, a claim 
for the amount due to the Company for the conveyance of mails bet,~een St. J~lll1's, 
NewfolllHlIand, and Galway, from the 1st January to ,30th June 18(50, for which I 
respectfully l'l'qnest a warrant may be issued to the Company. 

. I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

Enclosure in No, 156. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Kavigation Company, Limited, 
10, Cannon Street, E.C" London, 13th December] 860. 

AC'('oC,T for the GALW.\¥ and XEWFOl:XDL.\XD ~L\IL SERVICE for the Half-year ending 
30th June 1860. 

Mail sen"ice, 13 voyages per annum, equal to 1,0001, per voyage 
Yiz.:-

"Circassian," sailed from Galway 8th January 1860 
" Prince Albert," sailed from Galway 4th February 1.<;GO 
"Circas~ian," sailed from Galway Gth March l:-:GO 
" Prince Albert," ~ailed from Galway :;Ist March 1860 
"Brazil," sailed from Gaillay 2:-:th April 1:-:60 
"Prince Albert," sailed from Galway 2Gth '\Iay 1860 
"Golden Fleece," ~ailed from GalwdY 23d June 1ti60 

.£ 
- 13,000 

- 1,000 
- 1,000 
- 1,000 

1,000 
- 1,000 
- 1,000 
- 1,000 

.£.7,000 

(Signed) A. BOATE. 

No, 157. 

The POSTilU,STER GENERAL to the TREASURY. 

My Lords, General Post Office, 14th December 1860. 
'V!TH reference to 1:1Y letter of the ~d instant, trans,mittillg a cOP,f of the reply which 

I had caused to be gtven to a letter from the AtlantiC Royal Mall Steam NaviO'ation 
Company, respecting the proposed suspell~ion of their contract, I have the honour to lay 
before you the copy of a further I:tter receIved yesterday from the Company, in which they 
ask that they may be allowerluntll the 1st June next to recommence the service between 
Calway and America, sbould they not be able to begin earlier, and that the agreement 
which they are required to execute shall be altered accordingly. 

I. see no reason, h.owev~r, for wanti~g this further indl1lgence, and extending the 
perIod for the suspensIOn ot the mall serVIce beyond 1\1 arch next, the date specially named 
by the Company when they applied for such sllspension, and, it' your Lordships approve, 
I propose to answer the Company to that effect. 

The 
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T.he statement of the pirectors that by the agreement which they are now called upon 
to sIgn the Company WIll be subjected to more strin(Ycnt terms than those containcd in 
the original contract is erroneOllS. 0 

With regard to the concluding remarks in the enclosed letter, I have only to observe 
that the settlement of the question raised relative to the bi-monthly mail service to and 
ii'om N?wfoundland was an esscntial condition on my part in agree'ing to the temporary 
suspensIOn of the contract; a concession which, as already intimated to the Company, is 
intended to include relief fi'om Iwavy llenalties which are daily accruiwr 30"ainst them n b , 

and that I am decidedly of opinion that no relaxation in this respect should be permitted. 
I have, &c. 

The Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury. 

(Signed) STANLEY OF ALDEnLEY. 

No. 158. 
(1,386 L.) 

Mr. E. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 15th December 1860. 
I HAVE laid before the Postmaster General your letter of the 13th instant, :lIld in reply 

I am directed to state to YOll, for the infimnation of the Directors of the Atlantic Royal 
Mail Steam Navigation Company, that his Lordship has no power to p:1y the Comp;ny 
for the conveyance of the mails between St. John's, N ewfollndland, and Galway, from the 
1st January to the 30th June 1860, as the service was not performed under any contract 
with this Department. 

With respect to any portion of the cost of this service which the Imperial Government 
may have arranged to contriuute, I am directed to state that this is a matter to be settled 
between Her l\lajesty's Government and the colony of Newfoundland, after the latter 
shall have paid the Company's claim. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. 159. 
Mr. AnBuTHNoT to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 17th December 1860. 
I AM desired by the Lords Commissioners of Her M~jesty's Treasury to state, in reply 

to your Lordship's report of the 14<tl1 instant, that my Lords concur with you in seeing 
no reason for extending the period of the suspension of the contract with the Atlantic 
Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company beyond March next, and tlley appro\'e of your 
Lordship's proposal to reply to the Company to that effect. 

I have, NC. 
The Postmaster General. (Signed) G. AnnUTI-INoT. 

No. 160. 
(1,39'2 L.) 

Mr. F. HILI. to Mr. BOA1E. 

Sir General Post Office, 17th December 1860. 
HAvr'NG laid before the Postmaster General your letter of the 1 '2th instant, requesting, 

011 behalf of the Directors of the Atlantic noyal Mail Steam Navigation Company, that 
they may ue allowed until the 1st of June next to recommence the mail packet service 
between Galway and America, should they not be able to recommence earlier, and that 
the acrreement which the Postmaster General requires them to execute be altered 
accordingly, I am dil:ected by his Lordship. to inform .yoll that he sees. no reason fO.r 
granting this further \I1dulgence, and ext:ndwg the perIOd for the suspenslOll of the ll~aIl 
service beyond March next, the date speCially named by the Company when they applletl 
for slIch suspension.. . 

At the same time I am to pomt out that the statement of the Directors, that, by the 
agreement which they are now ~al1l'd. upon to. s~gn, the Coml?any will be subject to more 
strinaent terms than those contallled 111 the onglllal contract, lS erroneous. 

Inb corroboration of this, I am to refer YOll to the passages which I have marked in reel 
ink in clause 43 of the contract. 

"lith regard to the concludill~ remarks ip your lette~', I aD?- to observe that the settle­
ment of the question raised relatIve to the bl-monthly mall serVIce to and from N ewfound-

(13:2.) K land 
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1 ' t' I condition on the I)art of the Postmaster General in agreeing to the lane was an essen Ja . . .1 . I ., ' I'~' I . . tIt tl ' of the confl"lct a conceSSIOn \\ lIC 1, "s a, lea( y mtlma ec 0 le 
temporary ,Sll.SPtenS{~I; to inclllde r~tier' from heavy penaltie:-; Wllich arc daily accruing 
ComJ.nIlY, IS 1\1 cnc c( .., I" 1 
, fT" st them and that no relaxatIOn lJl tIlls l'c:;pect can J\.' pel mltte( . 
db<un, , I am, &c. 

A n t E ( Si,[[ned) F. HILL. . oa e, 'sq" 'J 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigatioll Company. 

No. 161. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal i\lail Steam ;.Javigation COl1lpany, Limited, 
Sl'l' 10 Cannori Street, KC" London, 19th December 1860, 
, " 'I 

THE loss of the" Connaught" by fire in October las~, under clrc,nms,tances utt.er y 
beyond the control of'the Company, alone preve!lt~ the DIrectors enten,llg.111to so senous 
an engngemcnt as olle dE'clari~g that their postal contract shall be VOId If they are not 
ready to recolllmence the service on the 1 '2th of March next. 

Bllt for the loss of the" Connaught" they \vmlld at once ha:'e undertaken. to do so., 
Under the special circumstances of the case, the Directors (lId hope that IllS Lordship 

would have consented to the 1::,t of J Llne being named instead of the 1 '2th of March. 
The delay in the commencement of sLlch contract occasions 110 loss to. the <:,Jovernme.nt; 

it merely defers for three montl:s more the public advant~ges to be del'l.ved fl:om the ~lI1e. 
As these advantaaes are adlllltted to be most valllable Il1 a commercIal POll1t of View, 

the Directors subm~ that the allowing the suspension up to the 1st of June will best tend 
to ensure the most eflicient performance of' sllch service, 

It is of the utmost importance to ileal' in mind that there are 110 vessels in this country 
which Gm be purchased to supply the place of the" Connaught," but if his Lordship the 
Postl11a~ter General is anxious to Ira\'(~ the service recommenced on the l'2th of March, 
the Directol s will at once enter into an engagement to recommence it on that day if his 
Lordship will allow the" Prince Albert" to be substituted for the" Connatlght" up to 
the lilt of June next. 

The Directors will not trouble his Lordship by referring to any of the reasons which 
they have before ventllreri to submit; they would, however, ask for a reconsideration of 
those reaSOll~, and of the hardship of any measure which will tend to render this contract 
null and void under the special circumstances which surround the case. 

There is an essential difference between clause 'k3 ill the original contract, to which you 
refer, and the clause introduced into the new contract which the Postmaster General 
requires to haH' signed, 

The former only renders the contract voidable, and would admit the consideration of 
!ipecial circumstances, whilst the clause inserted in the !lew contract renders the contract 
absolutcly void in ca~c of a breach thereof', without any regard to the special circumstances 
LInder which the same may have occurred. 

The Directors therefore confidently rely upon rcceivillg at the hands of his Lordship 
that liberal consideration which they think the special circlllnstances of the case will 
justify, 

Tile Secretary, General Post Office. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BOATE. 

(1,-1.'21 L.) 
No. 16<2. 

Mr. F. HILL to 1\,1 r. BOATE, 

Sir, General Post Office, 26th December 1860. 
HAYI"G laid your letter of the 19th instant before the Postmaster General, I am 

directed hy his Lordship to inform you in reply that he mLlst adhere to the decision 
already communi.cated to you, and n~ust require the Atla':tic,Royal ~Iail Steam Navigation 
Company forthWith to execute the st1pulated agreement bl11c1111O' themselves to recommence 
the fortnigl!tly mail service from Galway in March n~~t (the time specified by them as 
that on which they should be ready to fulfil the prOVISIOns of their contract), or the con­
tract to be void. 

At the time the Company made application for a sllspension of their contract, they 
were aware of the lo~s of the "Connaught." 

M oreover~ his Lordship directs me to remark th~t the loss of the "Connaught" could 
under no Circumstances afford the Company valid grounds for the extension of time 
claimed. It was incumbent npon them, as it is upon all other mail packet companies, to 

provide 
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provide ~or the ~ain.tenance of the service under all contingencies, and not to depend 
upon a sll1gle shlp, hable at all times to be disabled ill performing an Atlantic voyage. 

For the reasons already stated, his Lordship must :lc:aill decline to accept the steamer 
" Prince Albert" as one of tbe ves:::;cls for the convcy:7nce of the mails. 

The ~o.stm~lster General cannot admit that there' is any practical distinction between 
the prO\'lSlO\1 Il1 clause 4;3 of the Company's contract and the clause introduced into the 
new agreement relative to the circumstances under which the contract will become void; 
bl!t, in order to remove an~ ground .,For discllssion on this. point, he wil~ not object to sub­
stitute for the clause to winch the Company take exceptIOn the foIlowlllg words: 

" Provided always, and it is hereby fmther agreed and declared, that in case the said 
Company shall not, on and after the said 12th day of l\larch 18GI, \VeIl and truly perform, 
or cause to be performed, the services in the said herein-before recited contract particularly 
mentioned, at the times and in the manner therein expressed, anu thereby commit a breach 
of such contract and of this agreement, it shall be lawful for the Postmaster General for the 
time being, by writing under the hallll of either the Secretary or one of the Assistant 
Secretaries for the time being of the Post Office, to uetermine the said herein-before recited 
contract, without any pre\'ious notice to the said Company or their agents, nor shall the 
said Company be entitled to any compensation in consequence of such determination." 

At the same time, the Postmaster General begs it may be distinctly understood that, 
in the event of the Company not being prepared to recommence the service on the 
appointed day, and thenceforward to perform the conditions of the contract strictly 
according to their fair intent alld meaning, his Lordship will at once exercise his power of 
terminating the contract. 

The Solicitor of the Post Office has been directed, in revising the draft agreement, to 
insert for the date at which the sen'ice is to recommence the latest Tue:;,day in 11arch, 
instead of Tuesday the 12th. 

In acquainting ·you that the Postmaster General cannot grant any further extension of 
the time for the reCOlllmellcement of the service, nor accept of the" Pritlce Albert" for 
the conveyance of the mails, I am to request that yon will state to his Lordship when the 
Company will be ready to execute the agreement. 

I am, &c. 
A. Bonte, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No. 16.3. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECHETARY to the POST OFFICE, 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Comp:lI1Y, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Canl10n Street, E.e., London, '28th December 1860. 

I HEGRET that in the absence of the Chairman and most of the Directors of the 
Company during the preseut Christmas week, I am unable to ans\\"er his Lordship's letter 
of the 20th instant, which was received at the Company's office the day following 
Christmas-day. 

I have, however, seen some of the Directors, and by their desire have written and 
telegraphed to the Chairman of the Company in Ireland, informing him of the com­
munication, and requesting him to be present at the meeting of the Board on Wednesday 
next, after which a communication will be made, which I doubt not will be satisfilctory 
to his Lordship the Postmaster General. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 164<. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limitell, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 1st January 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a claim for the Galway and United States 
Mail Service for the quarter ending Slst December 18()O. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

K2 Enclosure 
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Enclosure in No. 164,. 
ST.\ TE)IF.NT of the Time of Heceil't and. Delivery of .:\fAILS oy the Steamers of the GAL'VAY Line. 

OCTWARD IIO:\fEWARD. 

------, -----1 I, ,---- Rece_ipt i.n \1 Delivery [ 
Receipt I Deli l'ery at 'I ! I I Before After 

, . ~.-.. Before I After Penalty."- - -- I at I Penalty. Total. 

Gal:~ay. I f~i i B",ton. I[ due.j due. I ~~.~. jnoston.! Galway. 1 __ dU_C_ ... ~_d_lle_.---, ____ _ 

Ship. 

Connaught • 

I I I _·_-:----;-------1---\--:-_·,-- I 
D. n. M. 

25 Sep. • I 9 Oct.· 2 8 0 - - - - -

D.I-I.M. 

2 20 p.m. 12.31) pm. 

23 Oct.· 7 Nov I 
12.18 P.m.[6 p rn I 

2 5 42 20 Nov. 5 Dec. . 

I 1 

12.3 p.m. 6.40 a.m. 
• 4 8 37 

For causes of detention, t'ide certificates from AUllllralty Agent, heleWIth transnlltted. 

(Signed) A. BOAT}l, Secretary. 

No. 165. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECllETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir 10, Cat{llOl1 Street, E.C., L~ndon~ ~d January 1861. 

THE Board of Directors met this day to take into cons~deratlOn your letter of the 
~6th ultimo, agreeably to my communication of.the 28.th ultImo. . ',. 

On the important questions involved, and with, a VIeW of scttl,lIlg them. III a .I~annel 
satisfactory to the Postmaster Genera!, the. Chal.rman of :!le Company IS de~ll.olls. 0; 
havin(}' the opportunity of a personal Internew wIth Lord >.I.tanley;. but unde,stdnd~I\, 
that I~s Lordship is not in t.own tl~is week, l\~ r. Malcomson wdl do himself the honoUI of 
waiting upon Lord Stanley Immediately on hiS return to town. . " . .. 

Tn the meantime be good enollgh to send the draft agreement I efell ed to III yoU! letter 
of the 26th ultimo. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 106. 
(1,5QI L.) 

Mr. F. HILL to !\II'. BOATE. 

Sir General Post Office, 3J January 1861. 
IN c~mpliance with the request made in yoUI' letter of the 2t!, instant, I have ~o 

transmit to you the draft of all amended agreement to be entereu Into by the AtlantiC 
Uoyal Mail Steam Navigation ~ompany, for the sllspension of the. operation of the 
contract for the conveyance of mads between Galway and tile UllIted States. 

I am, &c. 
A. 13oate, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Stearn Navigation Company. 

Enclosure in No. 166. 

G .. uw.\Y, BmTox, AXD KEW YORK ~L-\'ILS. 

ARTICLES of AGREEMENT made this day of in the year of our Lord 1861, 
between the Right Honourable Edward John Lord Stanley of Alderley, Her Majesty's Postmaster 
General for the time being, of the one part, and the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 
Limited, of the other part. 

'YHEIlE.\S by articles of agreement, dated the 21st day of April 1859, and made between the Com­
missioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, for and on behalf of Her Majesty of the one part, and the said Atlantic Royal .Mail Steam 
Navigation Company, Limited, of the other part, the said Company, for the considerations therein 
me':ltione~, contract~d and agr~e~ to comey Her Majesty's mails between Galway in that part of the 
Umted h.mgdom of Great Bfltam and Ireland called Ireland, and Boston in the United States of 
America, and between Galway aforesaid and Kew York in the said United States, at the times, in the 
mam~er, and for the term of years (which is at present ~l1expired) in the said .contract respectively 
mentIoned or referred to. And whereas, under or by VIrtue of an Act of ParlIament, passed in the 

23d 
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23d and 24th years of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled "An Act to transfer to the Post­
" master General securities entered into with the Commlssioners of the Admiralty in relation to the 
" Packet Service," all the estate, right, title, and interest of the said Commissioner~ of, in, to, and out 
of the said herein- before recited contract, have become transferred to and vested in the said Postmaster 
General: A_nd whe~-eas it has be_en agreed between the said Postmaster General and the said Company, 
that_ the said herem-before recited contract and the operation thereof ~hall be suspended, and the 
servICes th~reby contr~c~ed to lie performed discontinued until the 2Gth day of March 1,')1) 1: Now these 
pr~sents ~ntness, that ~t IS hereby agreed and declared 1,('t\\'een and by the said parties hereto, that the 
s~ud herem-before reclte~ contract of the 2ht day of J\pril IS,j!1 and the operation thereof shall be 
suspend~d, and shall contll~lIe to be suspended until and up to the said 2G~h day of .JIareh V':Gl, and 
that untIl and np to the saId 2(;th day of March ISGI the services by snch ("l11tract contracted to be 
performed shall not be performed, and that the consideration thereby aO'reeci to he paid shall not be 
paid, anything in the said herein-befllre recited contrad contained to the contrary thereof notwith­
standing: Provided always, and it is hereby further agreed and declared, and the said Company do 
hereby for themselve~, their successors and as~iglls, cuvenant and agree with, and to the said Post­
master Gen~ral, his successors and a~~ign3, that they the 3aid Company, their successors or assigns, 
shall and 'nn, on and after the said ~Iith day of .JIarch 10(i1, well ane! truly perform, or cause to be 
performed, all and singular the services in the said herein-before recited contract particularly mentioned, 
at the times, in the manner, and fur the remainder of the krm of years then unexpired, in such 
contract respectively mentioned or refelTed to, and generally during the remainder of the said term, in 
such or the like manner a,,; if this agreement had not been madL' and entered into: Prm'ided always, 
and it is hl·reby further agn'l'd and declared, that in case the said Cumpany shall llot on and after the 
said ~Iith day of ,l\Iarch U-:li J well and truly perform, or cau~L' to be performed, the services in the 
said herein-before recitl'd contract particularly mentioned, at the times and in thp manner therein 
expressed, and therel,y commit a brea('h of such contract and of this agreement, it shall be lawful for 
the Postmaster General for the time beillg, by writing under the hand of either the Secretary or one 
of the assistant secretaries fur the tillle being of the Post Oftice to determine the said herein-before 
recited contl"act without any previous nutice to the said Cumpany or their agents, nor shall the said 
Company be entitled to any compel1~ation in cunse(luenc'e of such determination: And whereas, by 
the said herein-before recited contract of tlw said 2bt day of April 18rj~l, the said Company agreed 
that all the ~aid vessels employed in the comeyance of Her :\lajesty's mails should both on the 
outward and homeward voyages call at Saint John's, N l'wfoundland, or in the event of any of the 
ves8els being prevented making Saint John's to the sati~facti()n of the Admiralty agent or other 
officer in charge of Her Majesty's mails 11y ~tre",s or weather, or other unavoidable cause, then 
and in such case the vessels should call at Halifax, K ova Scotia; and the said Company should 
convey in the said vesseb, to and from, and cause to be delivered and rpceived at each of the 
ports or places at which the said vessels were to proceed, call, or touch in the performance of 
the now reciting contract, all such of Her .Jlajesty's mails, passengers, and telegraphic messages 
as should have to be delivered or received at such plaCl'S respectii'ely, and as regards the places 
mentioned in the time table A. thereunto annexed, iyithin the times therein respectively speci­
fied. And whereas a question has arisen between the said Company and the Postmaster General as to 
the construction of the lastly herein-before recited d~tu~l' of the sai,[ herein-before recited contract, and 
to the nature and extent of the services to be performed by the said Company thereunder; and for the 
purpose of settling such question it has been agre~d between and by tl~1' "aid parties he~-eto, that each 
of them, the said Company for them~elycs, their success"r:; and assigns, and the said Postmaster 
General for himself, his successors and assign" should and eadl of them accordingly do hereby agree 
and declare to and with the other of them, that on and after the said 26th day of 1\1a1'ch 1861 (being 
the day on which the said herein-before recite~l contract shal~ k', rei'ived, and th;' ~ervices tl:ereby 
agreed to be performed l~ecommenc~(~ and pe1'!onned), the salll C~)lllP'll:y shall an? \\Ill, at theIr own 
costs and charges, and Without recelvmg any further or o~her _collslder~ltlOlls ~heref~)r than, that co\'('­
nanted to be paid to the said Company for the general s~rnces III the SaId herem-hefore _reClted ('on tract 
mentioned, convey, or ca\l~e to be "'llll-eyed, as well malls as paS;-;('H',rer;-; and telegl'apillc nll'ssa,!:;'es, nil 

the outward voyage from Galway to St. John's or Halif~x, at;(l from St. John's (:1' Halif,~x tn Boston 
and New York and on the homeward voyage from ~ ew 1. ork or I3Ll~;toll to st. John s, and from 
St. John's to G~lway; and that the s,lid Company shall ,~nd will (~eliver and receive, or caU3e to be de­
livered alld receivccl at each of the ports or places at wInch the scud yessel,., ~hall proceed, call, or touch 
in the performance ~f such contract, as ~vell all such _of Her Majesty's mails as pa'Sl'l1ger~ at~d tele­
graphic messages as shall ha~'e to be delIvered 01: recelye(~ at such ports or place'S, and ge~1Crally ll~ such 
or the like manner, and suhJect to ~ll<'h penaltIes, pro\,lsnes, clanses, matters, and thmgs, a,., If the 
intent meaninO' and construction as by these present~ defined and expressed of thl' lastly herein-before 
recited clause ~f the said herein-before recited contract had ueen in such contract similarly defined and 
expressed. In witness, ~c. 

(5 M.) 
No. 167. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, ?th January ~S61. 
I HAVE laid before the Postmaster General YOll,r let~er of the 52d JIlstant, and Il1 l:eply 

J' am directed to inform YOll that his Lordship wIll see Mr. Malcomson on either 
Tuesday or \Vednesday next, at two o'clock. 

I am, &c. 

A. Boate, E~q" 
Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

(Signed) F. HILL. 

K 8 No. 168. 



( 78 ) 

No.168. 

Mr. BOATE to 1\lr. F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10 Cannon Street, E.C., London, 5th January 1861. 

IN acknowledging the receipt ~f your communication of this day's d~te, No.5 M.! I 
have the honour to state that Mr. Malcomson returned to Ire~and la~t I1lght; but from 

h t I know of his arranO'ements for the ensuing week, I belIeve \\ ednesday next, the 
;th

a 
instant, will be the mgst convenient day for him to wait upon his Lordship the Post-

master General. 
I am, &c. 

F. Hill, Esq., General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

No. 169. 
(10 M.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE; 

Sir, General Post Office, l~th January 1861. 
I AM directed by the Postmaster General to transmit to you, with reference to your 

letter of the 1st instant, the enclosed warrant for the SlIm of two thousand pounds 
(2,000l.), in payment of the amount clue to the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation 
Company for the conveyance of Her M£ljesty's mails during the quarter ended 81st 
December 1860. 

The Postmaster General desires me to point out that the voyage undertaken by the 
packet " ConnmJO'ht" in September last was not completed, as the vessel was lost at sea 
before it reached the United States; but as the mails were carried on by an American 
brigantine to Boston, and delivered there on the ath of October, His Lordship has 
considered it equitable to pay the subsidy for the outward voyage (less deductions for 
over-time occupied), on condition that, in the event of any claim being hereafter made 
by the commander or owners of the brigantine for saving the mails, and carrying them 
on to Boston, the Company shall hold themselves liable to pay such claim. 

I am further to point out that the voyage of the "Prince Albert," from Galway to 
New York, was performed partly in October and partly in November, the time allowed 
by the contract being 11 days two hours in the former month, and 13 days in the latter; 
but that the Company have made out their claim as if for a winter voyage, thus taking 
advantage of the longer period allowed. 

His Lordship cannot admit this claim. The vessel left Galway on the 23rd October, 
and reached New York Oll the 7th November, and consequently half the voyage was 
performed in a SlImmer and half in a winter month, such months being defined by the 
contract. The justice of the case has therefore been met by taking the mean of the 
two, and thus allowing lQ days one hour for the voyage, on which principle the account 
has been amended. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 170. 

The POSTMASTER GENERAL to tbe TREASURY. 

My L.ords, . ?eneral Post Office, 15th January 1861. 
. T.RE mall serVIce undertaken by the Atla~tlC Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company 
IS stI}1 unperf?rmed, but up to the present tune the Company have not intimated their 
read111~ss to SIgn tl~e agreement, whIch, by y~ur letter of the 19th November last, I was 
authonzed to reqmre them to execute forthwIth, as the only condition upon which they 
could be allowed to suspend the service temporarily. 

M:y last letter to the ~o~pany was delivered at their office on the ~6th December, 
and 111 that letter I. ag~II1 111formed them that the aO'reement binclinO' themselves to 
reCOm?lenCe the. serVIce 111 March next, on the distinct ~nderstanding th~ in the event 
of then .not. bemg pr~pared to r.e~omm~nce the service .on the appointed day, and 
~hencefOIwaId t~ perform the condItIOns of ~he contract strIctly according to their fair 
mtent alld mea~mg, I should at once exercise my power of terminatinO' the contract 
must be forthWIth executed. b, 

As 
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. As nearly three weeks have since elapsed, and nothing has been done, although in the 
I~lterval I h.ave seen the Chairman of the Company, and personally informed him to the 
lIke effect, It appears to me that the time has arrived for taking more decisive steps . 

. I beg, .therefore, to communicate to your Lordships my intention, should YOll concur 
WIth me 111 the propriety of such a course, of writinO" a further letter to the Company 
stating, that if the agreement be not executed withi~ seven days from the date of 01; 
letter, I shall, without further notice, declare the contract at an end. 

lam, &c. 
The Lords Commissioners 

of the Treasury. 
(Signed) STANLEY OF ALDERLEY. 

-----------------------------
No. 171. 

::\Ir. DOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

. Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
SIr, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., Londoll, 16th January ISo!. 

THE Chairman of the Company reported to an adjourned meeting of the Board of 
Directors the result of his interview with his Lordship the Postmaster General on the 
9th instant, and that his Lordship is still indisposed to assent to the views of the 
Company with regard to the commencement of the service, which the Directors deeply 
regret. 

It has already been explained that at least three ships are necessary, but that the 
Company contemplate having five for such service. 

Two will be ready for the Admiralty and Board of Trade survey early in the ensuing 
month, and the third is progressing towards completion. 

Although these three ships will enable the Directors to commence the service on the 
26th March, as required by the Postmaster General, still, having regard to the terms of 
the new contract, they cannot contemplate that it is the intention of Lord Stanley thus 
to place them altogether in the pO\.,.er of the shipbuilders, who, by delaying the delivery of 
the ships, would peril a subsidy granted to the Company by Her M<~esty's Government, 
and confirmed by the House of Commons. 

But for the loss of the" Connaught," and the absolute impossibility of purchasing or 
chartering any vessel in England of sufficient capacityanel speed, this difficulty would 
not have arisen. 

The question is, therefore, reduced to this. The Postmaster General has kindly 
consented to defer the commencement of the service until the 20th of March. The 
Directors, although \villing to commence on that day, are anxious, and they again urge 
that under the circumstances, and having regard to the signing of a new contract, the 
1st of June following should be named in the new contract. 

This point, although comparatively unimportant as regards the public service, is of the 
most serious consequence as regards the interests of the Company, for the Directors 
cannot but feel that, having regard to the lapse of time, nearly 14 months, between the 
signing of the contract and its confirmation by the House of Commons, and to the fact 
that this confirmation was only given five months ago, a period not sufficient for the 
preparation of a steam fleet of the magnitude required to c<lrry on such a service, they 
are justified in asking at the hands of Her Majesty's Government the extension they 
now seek for. 

It should be borne in mind that the Directors are willing, in deference to the views of 
the Postmaster General, to carry the mails fortnightly to St. John's, Newfoundland, not 
desiring to trouble his Lordship in reference to the claim which they conceive they have 
upon the Treasury, resulting from their correspondence with that Department. 

His Lordship is aware that the present Board of Directors have only come into power 
within the last four months; and, identified with Ireland as many of them are, they feel 
that they cannot press too strongly upon his Lordship a reconsideration of the question, as 
they are convinced it would be painful to him to adopt any step towards nullifying the 
Imperial contract upon the simple question at issue. 

As some substantial assurance to the Postmaster General that no exertion shall be 
wantinO", nor any means spared on the part of the Directors in effectually working the 
servicebafter its commencment, I have the honour to state, that measures have been 
adopted for purchasing two well-known and efficient steamers in America, the only 
ships coming within the terms of the contract which there is the slightest chance of 
purchasing. 

K4 The 
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. , tl Ilo})e therefore that his Lordship the Postmaster General The DIrectors eal nes y , . ' 
'11 'It tllel11 aO"lin to mae the following reguests: WI perm 'be '" '. I t L' , tl ment ]. TlIat the 1st of June should be named 111 t le new contrac lOt le commence 

of the service; or, I I 'd tIl I 
TI I . e ~hould commence on C)6th March, HIt t lat no aCCI en a (e ay or 

Q. lat t le serVlC " - J I Id' ,I . 
" . tl e £'C)I'tll'I<Tlltl), sC'rvice between that day and 1st Line s lOU III \ 0 ve any omiSSIOn In 1 II Ll • 

question of avoitLlllCC of the contract; or, 011 tile Q6tll l'.larcll, and be a monthly 
3. That the service should be coml11enceu-

service until June, then a fortnightly ~ervice. . . , . 
In conclusion, I am desired respectfully to regll,est Ill~ LordshIp s atte!1tIOI1 to t!le fa~t, 

that a capital of nearly three-quarters of a millIon WIll b~ absol:b.ecl 111 prepartng f?r 
this service, and the Directors feel strongly tl!at there are po.htI~al and ?ommerclal 
consequences involved in the continuance ?f tlll~ contract as .afiectll1g t.h~ m~erests of 
Ireland, which they would also respectfully urge upon IllS LordshIp s favourable 
consideration. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 1'1'2. 

:\fr. H.DIILTON to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

:'II)' Lord, Treasury Chambers, 18th January 1861 .. 
IN reply to your letter of the 1.5th, inst:ll1t, .rel,alive to th~ n~n .. performance of the mall 

service undertaken bv the AtlantiC hoyal Mall Steam NaVigatIOn Company, I am com­
manded by the Lords Commissioners of Her 1\Iaje~ty's Treasl:ry to signify to ):Oll. their 
Lordships' approval of the course which you propose to take In regard to the slgnll1g of 
the agreement. . . 

I am, however, to adel, that my Lords presume that your Lordship WIll reserve to 
yourself liberty to act as you may tllink proper in case, upon failure to sign within the 
appointed time, the default should be accounted for in a manner satisfactory to you. 

lam, &c. 
The Postmaster General. (Signed) GEO. A. HAMILTON. 

No. 173. 
(60 M.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 19th January 1861. 
I-lAVING laid before the Postmaster General your further letter of the 16th instant, I 

am directed by his Lordship to reguest that you wiil state to the Directors of the Atlantic 
Royal Mail Steam ~avigation Company that, after the repeated communications made to 
the Company relative to the sllspension of the mail service between Galway and America, 
he must decline to enter into ('urther discussion on the subject. 

His Lordship cannot agree to the mutilated service proposed in your letter, as such a 
service would be of little or no value either to Her Majesty's Government or the public 
generally. 

The indulgence which the Postmaster General has consented to grant to the Company 
is that for which they themselves asked, and is, as his Lordship fully believes, greater 
than was ever granted to any other packet company under contract with the Go\'ernment. 

Not only has his Lordship expressed his willingness to allow a long sllspension of the 
service, instead of reqlliring the Company either to perform the conditions of their 
contract or to surrender it, but he. has consented to ,such a suspension at a time of year 
when the performance of the serVIce would necessanly have been most expensive to the 
con tractors. 

In ~tatill.g that the Postmaster General d~clines to assent to anyone of the requests 
contallled.111 your lett~r, 1 am to add, that I.f t.he agreement which the Company have 
b~en r~qlmed to enter 1I1.tO be not executed wIthll1 seven days from this date, his Lordship 
WIll, Without further notIce, declare the contract at an end. 

A. Boate, Esg., 
Atlantic Hoyal Mail Steam 0:avigation Company. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 174. 
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No. 174. 

Mr. BOATE to Mr. F. HILL. 

,. Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
SIr, . . 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London 23cl January 1861. 

THE Directors have a}~pomted two o'clock to-morrow the 24th instant to sign and seal 
th.e deed of agreement wI~h the Postmaster General, and I am instructed to request you 
wIll be so good ~s to furnIsh the COl1lpany with a copy of this deed, signed by the Post­
master General, ll1 order that both caples of the deed may be si'Tned and sealed to-morrow 
in the presence of the gentlemen from the Solicitor's Departme~t of the Post Office. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. BOATE. 

P.S.-One copy of the deed has been sent here this day by the ~olicitor to the General 
Post Office. 

F. Hill, Esq., General Post Office. 

No. 175. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, Q4th January 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that the seal of the Company has been this clay 
affixed to the contracl* prepared under your instructioll pro\'iding for the commencement 
of the postal service, under thc Imperial contract on the <.2Gth of i\1arch next. 

The Directors feel it a dllt)' they owe to themselvcs and their shareholders, to state 
that they considered themseln's cOllstrained to execll!e this contract in consequencc of 
thc peremptory intimatioll containcd in YOllr letter of the 10th in:-Iant, in wllich it is 
stated that the Postma'iter Gelleral declincd to ~lSSel)t to allY one of tile reqllests cOlltained 
in my former letter, and had directed you to add, that if thl' ~~grCCl1lellt \\Ilich the Company 
had been required to ellter into, "was not executed within f;Cyell days, his Lordship 
"would, without further notice, declarc the contract at an elld ;" at the 5al1le time, they 
cannot forbear recording their respectflll prott'st again~t til is cOllclitioll. W hen the spl'ci;~1 
circumstances of this ca~e are com.idcred, and which ha\'c been more particldarly referred 
to in my comnlllnicatiolls to your Departmellt on the '2!lth Novelllber, 1'21h alld EHh 
December 1860, and 16th January 1861, the Directors cannot but elltertain a feeling of 
disappointment and regret, that the requests (which they vellture to submit were most 
reasonable) should 110t have been assented to, and further time given to commence the 
service, as the mere qllestion at issue was one of time, namely, between the 26th of March 
and the 1st of JUlle. 

Impeded and prejudiced as this Company has been by political questions anll clisCll~siolls 
they still feel that they have good groullds lor urging his Lordship the Postma5ter 
General to accede 10 their request. 

This view applies with greater force when it is considered that the effect of any deteI­
mination of this contract before the Company have had a filir opportunity of entering 
upon it, would create dis?atisfi)ctiol1 ~1l the ~olllnlerci~.t1 and poiitical circle~ of Ireland to 
a l11('st seriolls extent, ~IS It would be Impossible to sal J.\fy the pC(Jple ot Ireland that slich 
considr:>ration fwd indulgence have beel) shown With re~pect to this contr;lct to the samc 
extent as have been :-,hown with respect to other important contracts between Go\,erllment 
and contracting parties, not only in postal communication, but in other branches of the 
serVIce. 

There is another part of the sulJject to which tilt:' Board of Directors beg to reier, 
namely, the C;ll rying of the mails fortnightly to St. John's, and the foregoing of the special 
subsidy for that service. .. .' . . . 

The Postmaster General Il1slsted I hat tIllS serVlce camc wllhm the COllstrllctlon of the 
Imperial COlltract, bllt the, ~)irectors fclt it thcil: duty t()~ca" his Lortls,hip's ~~ttt'litioll to their 
corrcspondellce with the 1 reaSlll'Y, and the l\lIl111tes 01 the Lords of the 1 reaslll')' OIl tile 
subject, and they cOlltid~lltly ~rusL that th.ey ha,\e flll'll'sh,ed ilb.lll,dant e\'idcllce to ~how 
th<\t whatever mi,,'ht be the stnet constructlOll of the wordlllg ot the contract, there never 
was in tile neo'oti~tion ~nd terms on which it \'1as based any intentioll eitller on the part 
of the Go\'er~lllent to req;lire, or the Company to carry those Colonial mails 1I1ider the 

* See Enclosurc in ~ o. 166. 

( 18Q.) L I'llperial 
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. 1 . t I-I's LordshiI) stated that he could only look to the contract, and the 
Imperia contr,lC, I, . I "k' 1'. ' d I . , . t ,1, e\'el'y conceSSIOn when t 11'V wei e see mg 10l some m u gent:e 
DJI'ectors anxIOUS 0 ma ,e ' ", I' I 

I
, , 1el1t ()f the contract conceded the pOInt, anc at once too \: upon 

'IS to tIe commcncen , . ' I I . 
£ I I I t the Postmaster General's comtructlOn, reservll1g, lOwever, t lelr 
tlemseves to mop '" c. fb' 0' bl , 1 I t tIle 'I'I'easury on the sublect 111 the conlldent assurance 0 em_) a e to 
rI cr It to app y 0 J'. . leI' I G C 

sl~ow that the depriving. of the Company of any subs.ld~ p~J(l l:~ t 1~ . 0 OnIa o~~~t1.me\1 t 
Ill ' 1':IStCllt \VltI1 the aSSlll"lnCe conveved Ii1 ,t Idtel ,lclcltessed by the Ile.1surv WOll ( )e 1I1COI :, 'J • 

to i\lessrs, Vallance & Vallance, dated 129th ~ugust last. 
In sianino' this contract, therefore, the DIrectors beg. respectfully ~o state that tl~ey 

have d~le s~ ill compliance with your letter of the 19t,h Jll~tant, and wIth the reservatIOn 
of their ricrht to apply to the Treasmy on the questIOn of the correspondence of that 
Departll1errt as to the Colonial subsidy. 

III conclusion, the Directors have only to assnre the Postmaster General, through you, 
that no exertion whatever will be wanting on their part to commenc,e and ca,rry out the 
service in an efficient and satisfactory manner; but should any accidental ,clrcumsta~ce 
arise over which the Directors have no control, tending to interrupt tl.le stnct r~gulal:lty 
of the service, they rely upon his Lordship extending to them such a liberal consideratIOn 
as the circumstances may warrant. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 176. 

The POSTMASTER GENERAL to the TIlEASVRY. 

My Lords, General Post Office, 128th Jal111~ry 1861. 
WITn rcrerellce to the correspolldence that has taken place on the subject of the 

inahility of the Atlantic Royal :\L1il Steam Navigation Company to perform the mail 
senin' stipulated j~Jr in their contract, I beg to inform your Lordshirs, that the agreement 
wllich I required the Company to enter into as the sole condition lIpon which I would 
relieve them from the penalties already incurred, and would consent to a temporary 
sLlspension of the service, was executed on the ~·1th instant. 

I transmit herewith some copies of the agreement, one of which I think should be 
forwarded at once to the Governor of Newfonndland through the Secretary of State for 
the C()lonies. 

It will be necessary to direct the attention of his Excellency to the clause in this 
agreement, which clears up all doubt, if any existed, respecting the obligation of the 
Company to cOI\\'ey mails to and from St. John by every packet, as a part of the service 
undertaken for the Imperial subsidy of 8,0001. per double voyage, 

He should also be informed, that it has been distinctly intimated to the Company, that 
by their omission to provide, since J Llne last, vessels for the conveyance of mails to and 
from Newfoundland under the Colonial cOlltract, the separate service has ceased, and that 
no payment will be made to the Company on account of that service for ally period 
subsequent to t.h~ voyage of the "Golcl~n Fleece," which left Galway on the 23d J line, 
under the provISional arrangement sanctIOned by your Lordships 011 the termination of 
the contract of the QQd October 1858, in December 1859, 

YOllr Lordships will no doubt cause a separate communication to be addressed to 
the Government o,f K ewfoundlancl respectin& the contr~bution to be made by that 
Government hereafter towards the amount of the ImperIal subsidy, as their payments 
direct to the Company have ceased. 

I have, &c. 
The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. (Signed) STANLEY OF AL DERLEY. 

No.177. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

. Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 
SIr, , . 10, C,annon Street, E. C., London, 21st February 1861. 

,TH~ Directors are d,eslJ'olls o~ makll1g arrangements for the immediate trial of two more 
of th~lr new steam ships; one IS ~t Hull and the other at Newcastle; and, as thev have 
been ll1forn:ed tbat a measured mIle has been laid down in the River H umber for tile trial 
of steam ShipS, I have the honour t() \'equest you will be so good as to acquaint me whether 

this 
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this measyred mile h~s been established by the Government, alJd if the Admiralty Sur­
veyors wIll try the ship there, which has been built and equipped at Hull. 

Another of the Company's ships the Directors propose to submit immediately for trial 
at SOllthampton, where she has been ordered to proceed and is expected to arrive at that 
port early in the enslIing week. ' 

The Directors will shortly be in a position to submit two more steamers, in additioll to 
the above, for trial by the Government Surveyors. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BOATE. 

No.178. 
(14,448. ) Mr. F. HILL to 1\Ir. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post OfficE', '2'2L1 February] 801. 
IN reply to YOllr letter of yesterday's. date I have to state, that this Department is !lot 

aware whether the measured mile to which YOll refer ;1" havin:.; been hid down ill the 
River Humber for the trial of ste;1111 :;hips ilns been ec;t:lblishetl by the Govcmmellt, OJ' 
whether the Admiralty SlII'\'eyors will test at that place the speed of the ship which ,rOll 

annOUllce has heen built and eg'lippecl at rlllll, but that illC}lIiry OIl these points will at 
once be made of the Board of Admiralty. 

\Vith reference to YOllr statement \ h:lt' ;l11(>t11er (jf the COI1lP:lIlY's ships b~\:; brell ordere(l 
to proceed for trial to Southampton, where ~he is l'xpecte(l i 0 arrive l'mly ill tile t'll'llillg' 
week, I hav~ to r21llilltl you, that by a letter dated the 1 Gth July last, the ,\ tL\IItic Ito,\';:1 
~Jail Stcnm i\<l\'igation Company \r:::, illfl'rmcd that it was absollltely IlCCE'Soary that 110t Ic.,s 
than a week's notice should be gi;;ell to this DL'P~lli Illl'lll \,'hell allY packet belonging to the 
('ompany is regllired to be SllrH'YCri, all:! th:lt llynoliler letter (bted the '..?'..?d AIIgll:t, a 
regulation was laid down tlwt. in adtiitiOll to the w"l,k\ DotiL'..' jll't.'\'io\ls to Stlr\'C,\', :lllul liLT 

week Illu.-t be allowed bet.ween the dak of the Sllrn',' and the period at whieil till.' \'essei, 
if accepted, sllOlllcl be employed. : 

I beg that YOII will let Ille know the ll~lIne ot' the vc:-;;.;('1 referred to, and the day ",Lell 

she will be ready for survey at Southamptoll, bl'arill~~' in lllind that Oil the day fixed tlie 
vessel must be in all respects ready for the purPOSl.'. 

A. Boate, Esq. 
A tlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 

10, Cannon Street. 

No.179. 

am, &c. 
(Signed) F. I-hUH 

1\11'. BOATE to the SECIlETAHY to the POST OFFICE, 

Atlantic Ho),al Mail Steam Navigatioll Company, Lilllitl'd, 
Sir, 10, Canllon Street, E. C., London, '2d j\Luch lSGl. 

IN acconhnce with the instrllctiolis conveyed ill your letter of the 16th .J lily 18GO, I 
klVe the hOllollr to acquaint YOII, for the il1formation of his Lonbhip the Postmaster 
General, that the" Hibernia" steam ship, belonging to tllis Company, ,viiI be re.:c1y (l)r 
:'>lII'vey and trial at Southampton 011 :\Ionday Ilext, the 11th instant. 

I h;l\'e, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) /\. BOATE. 

No.180. 
(14,448. ) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office,Hh :March 18G1. 
WITH reference to your Jetter of the 21st ultimo, in which inquiry is made whether a 

measured mile has been laid down in the River Humber by the GoVerIll1lent, and 
whether the Admiralty Surveyors will try a ship there, I h~ve to intor~n YOll, that it has, 
been ascertained from the, Admiralty that a measured mIle for tesyng tl;e speell of 
vessels has been marked oH (:11 the south ballk of the Humber, ncar St,llIlI1g[)Orollgh, b,\T 

the oft1cer in charge of tile /:..dlllir:,lty survey oftlw ('ast C()~I,~t of' 1:~IlVL;lId, alld tllat ol(Lr,~ 
'.\ill be givCll to the Admiralty surveying ollicer to try the sLljJs <t~ popo;.ul by tl~e 

L '2 .AtlantIc 
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C I't hOl Id be found hereafter Atlantic Ro)'al l\lail Steam Navigat!on o~11pally, .1Il~ ess.J s, ) p 

1< t tl 'speed uf a ship cannot be satIsi:'1ctonly aSCCl tamed elt th,lt placv. 
t 1,1 Ie I am, &c. 

A B E ( Signed) F. HILL • . oate, 'sq., 
Atlantic Royal 1\1ail Steam Navigation Company, 

10, Cannon Street. 

No. 181. 

Mr. HOATE to the SECItETAIlY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Ro),al Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir 10 Cannon Street, E.C., Londoll, 5th March 1861. 

I 'A~/ instrnctcd hy the nir~ctors to submit: for the approval of his LIJ.r~lship the 
Postmaster General, the following dates on whIch they propose tl~at the SllJPS of the 
company shall depart from New York and Boston alternately on theIr return to Galway 
during the months of April, May, and June:-

From Boston -
New York 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Boston -
New York 
Boston -
New York 

April 16 

" 30 
May 14 

" 28 
June 11 

" 25 
I have, &c. 

The Secretary, General Post OfficE'. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 18'2. 

1\1 r. BO.HE to the SECIlETAIlT to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 12th March 18bl. 

IN accordance with the instruction conveyed in your letter of the Wth J lily 1860, 
I have the honour to acquaint YOLl, for the information of his Lordship the Postmaster 
General, that the steam ship" Columbia," belonging to this Company, will be ready for 
survey and trial at Southampton on Nlonclay next, the 18th instant. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

(221 M.) 
No. 183. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 13th March] 861. 
I HAVE laid before the Postmaster General yom letter of the 5th instant, and in reply 

I am directed to state to you, for the information of the Directors of the Atlantic Royal 
l\lail Steam Kavigation Company, that his Lordship has heen pleased to approve of the 
first return mail after the re-commellcement of the service being despatched from Boston 
011 the 16th April, tile second from New York on the :10th April, and so 011, every 
alterllate f(lrtnight throughout the year. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., 

Atlantic Hoy,d ~Jail Steam Kavigation Company. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 184. 

Mr. BOATE (0 the SECItETAIlY of the POST OEFIeE. 

,. Atl,!nlic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 
SIr, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 14th March 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to state, for the information of the Postmaster General that the 
Directors propose to place the steam ship" Adriatic," belonging to this Compa~y, in dry 

dock 
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d?ck at SO~lthampton on .the 21st instant, .for survey by the Admiralty Surveyors, with a 
VIew to hel employment III the postal serVice between Galway and America. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General PO,st Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 185. 
(249 M.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, . General Post Office, 15th March 1861. 
I A(~I dl.reeted by the P?stmaster General to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the L.th I,nstant, and to mform you that he has requested the Lords Commissioners of 
the. Adm~ralty to cause the. steam ship" Coillmbia" to be surveyed for the Galway 
matI serVice, anel has acquamted their Lordships with the date proposed for the trial 
trip of that vessel. 

A. Boate, Esq. 
Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) }<'. HILL. 

No. 18G. 
(19,902. ) 

Mr. F. HILL to ~.lr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 15th March 1861. 
H.Hl:\'G laid before the Postmaster General yOUI" letter of yesterday's date, stating that 

the steamer" Adriatic" \\ill be ready for survey on the 21 st instant, with a view to her 
employment in the postal service between Galway and America, I am elirected by his 
Lordship to state that, in offering for the conveyance of the mails a ship of which 
the designs and l)lans have not been previously approved ot~ the Atlantic Royal Mail 
Steam Navigation Company are not acting in conformity with the stipulations of their 
contract. 

His Lorclship, however, will reserve his decision on the matter until he has before him 
the result of the survey \vhich the Admiralty will be requestrcl to cause to be made on 
the day appointed. 

A. Boate, Esq., 
Atlantic Royal l\lail Steam Navigation Company, 

10, Cannon Street, E.C. 

No. 187. 
(~6.3 M.) 

Mr. F. HILL to :\Ir. BOATE. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

Sir, General Post Office, 19th March 1861. 
HEFERIUNG to your letter of the Qd instant, I am directed by the Postmaster General 

to acquaint you that the steamer "Hib~rIlia" has been surveyed, and .that the Smvey­
ing Officer reports that the hand gem: IS too slow to .r~vcrse t.he eng~nes. when a~ full 
speed; and that starting gear, to be dnven by the aUXIlIary engme, willch IS at all tImes 
at lvork for driving the air pumps; has been fitted, but is now out of order. It appears 
that Messrs. Palmer have undertaken to adjust this gear before the ship proceeds on her 
voyage to America, a.uel to fit approved stal:ting gear on ,her re.turn. Mr. We!r has ~lso 
promised to see carned Ollt some suggestIOns of the SllfveY1l1g Officer for lInprovmg 
the ventilation of the stoke-hole, and for the greater safety of the woodwork round the 

chimney. . .. ..,.. 
Subject to the foregolllg alteratIOns belllg properly carned mto efiect, IllS Lordship 

approves of the "H ibernia" being employed in the conveyance of the mails between 
Galway and America. 

A. Boate, Esq., 
Atlantic Royal l\Jail Steam Navigation Company, 

10, Cannon Street. 

L8 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 188. 



( 86 ) 

No. 188. 
Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal iVlail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.e., London, 22d March IR61. 

I HAVE the honour to state, for the infonnation of the Postmaster General, tl:at the 
steam ship "Hibernia," which was surveyed and ,accepted for the P?stal servlc.e to 

A . alld W'IS to have been despatched from Gal way on the 26th Ill;-,tant, enCOllll­menca, ' , ( . I 'I 
tered a severe hurricane in the Channel on the 18th and 19th 1I1stant, and las sllstm.nec 
some damages, which must be repaired before she can proceed on her voyage to Amenca; 
but these repairs cannot be completed by Tuesday next. , , 

The steam ship" Columbia" is now under survey at Southampton, whIch WIll, not be 
completed before Monday; she cannot therefore reach Galway for departure 011 1 uesday 
next. 

The ship" Adriatic," recently purchased by this Comyany, is exrecte,d at ~l1eenstown 
from ~ew York in the course of the next 21· hOLlrs, WIth Her Majesty s malls on board, 
which should have been brOLJO'ht home in the Cunard ship " A ustralasian," and arrange­
ments have been made to detai~l her at. Queenstown on her arrival, wit.h a view to placing 
her on the Galway line, so as to meet the preSel?t c:1sl1::lty. In Ol:der, however, to a~oicl 
as little incomcnience as possible to the publIC Lenlc~., the DIrectors have obtained 
the ofter of the steam ~hips "Parana" and ":dagrblena," now in the 'West India Royal 
Mail Service, and they have the honour to offer for his Lorcbhip's acceptallce one of 
these ships (both of which exceed the tonnage and steam power stipulated in this Com­
pany's contract) in lieu of the" Hibernia," for the mail ~crvice between Galway and 
Boston on the c.:!6th instant. 

His Lordship will thus perceive that the Director,') have spared neither money or paills 
to provide for the accident to the" Hibernia." 

The Directors await his Lordship's early decision ill this matter, that. no time may be 
lost in completing tile necessary arrangemellt~. 

I ·ktVe, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post O!llce. (Signed) A. BO,\TE. 

P.~,-Should the above proposition not meet Lord Stanley's approval, the Directors 
respectfully request that, under the special circumstances of the case, the service should 
commence on the 9th April instead of the <26th March. 

No. 189. 
(1283 M.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 23d March 1861. 
I HAVE sllbmitted to the Postmaster General your letter of yesterday's date, in which 

you state that, owing to damage sustained by the steam ship" Hibernia" on her voya(J'e 
fi'olll Southampton to Galway, which ship was to have been despatched from Galway ~n 
the 2fith i\lstant with the mails for America, that vesseJ cannot. be prepared for sea on the 
appointed date. 

To meet this casualty the Directors of the /\tlantic Royal l\Jail Steam N[lvj'J'ation 
Company ofter either to make arrangements for sendillg o~lt the mails of the Q6~h by 
the steam ship" Adriat.ic," now on her voyage fi'om America, or to employ the Ie Parana" 
or the" :l\Iagdalena" for the voyage. 

The Postmaster General cannot, however, permit the Company to despatch the mails 
by either of these vessels. 

The" Adriatic" has not been surveyed, and has not even arrived in this country. 
. The" ~aran~" has b,een refLlse~i several t,imes" and the" Magdalena," although already 
III the maIl servIce (beIl1g one of the Br~zll 111aIl packets), has not been required to sail 
at the speed necessary on the Galway I1I1e, and cannot therefore have been surveyed 
for such a service. 

On this new failure ?f the, COl~jJany .(0 I?~rform its obligations, Lord Stanley of Alder­
ley would have felt hImself entIrely Justified, llnder the aO'reement executed on the 
24th January last, in at once t~rminatil1g the contract, but ~onsiderillg that the Com­
pany.have got ready a ~essel. \\:lllch has been surveyed and accepted, he will not under 
the cIrcumstances llse, In tIllS Instance, his full power, but will limit himself to imposinO' 
upon the Company a penalty of 3,000l. (this penalty beinO' of course in addition to thO 
Joss of the subsidy), and he will authorize the recomme~;cement of'the service to b: 

postponed 
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postponed until Tuesrlay, the 9th April next; the first departure on the other side beinG' 
in like manner, delayed for a fortnight. b' 

His Lordship desires me to state, however, that in tl1U~ abstaininG' to exercise in this 
one instance his. fl~ll right, he l~le.rely holds in suspense his po\~er of annulling the 
contract; that thIS IS the last deVIatIOll of any kind from the obliO'ations of the contract 
which he will permit; and that if .the Company (no matter fr~m what cause) fail to 
~espatch a packet on the 9th Apnl, and on every alternate Tnesday, or fail to con­
tmue to perform in every resp8ct the stipnlations of the contract, he will terminate the 
c,')ntract 

Yon have already, on behalf of the GJmpany, stated your acceptance of these 
conditions, bnt I am desired to add that an official letter confirminrr that :;tatement 
must be delivered at this office not later than the evening of Monday next, the c.25th 
instant. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq., 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 190. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation CO:11pany, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, Q,)lh March 1861. 

IN acknowledging the receipt of your communication of the 23cl instant, No. <.283 M., 
I have the hOl1our to state, for the information of his Lordship the Postmaster General, 
that the Directors of the Company accept the terms imposed by Lord Stanley of Alderley 
for the postponement of the service until Tuesday, the 9th April next. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signe.l) A. BOATE. 

No. 101. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 
Sir, 10, Canl101l ~;treet, E.C., London, 25th l\Iarch 1861. 

WITH reference to illY communication of the 14:th instant, I have the honour to 
acquaillt you that the ~team :;hip " Adriatic" is now in dock at Southampton, ready for 
survey. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 1!:)'2~. 

Mr. F. HILL to Nir. BOATE. 

Sir General Post Office, c.26th March 1861. , 
As it will be nece~sary that, after the damage which the steamer" lIiLernia ,. is repre­

sented to have Sllstained she should be again surveyed before being jl(~rlllitte" to leave 
this country as a n~ail packet, I am directed by ~he Postmaster General t~ request .that 
you will inform tl1lS Department as early as pOSSIble when and where tIllS survey IS to 
take place. 

A. Boate, Esq., 
Atlantic Royal Steam Navigation Company, 

10, Cannon Street, E.C. 

No. 193. 

Mr. BOATE to Mr. F. HILL. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10) Cannon Street, E.C., London, c.27th March 1861. 

IN acknowleJaing the receipt of your communication of 26th instant, I have the 
J1OU(),[1I; -to state, for the information of the Postmaster General, that the" Hibernia" is 

L 4 about 
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laced in dock at Liverpool. A com,munication shall be made to you, at the 
abol~t to be 'bl moment of the date when she will be reaJy fur survey. 
ear lest POSSl e , I have, &c. 

F. Hill, Esq" &c. &c. &c. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

General Post Office. 

No. 194. 

(~90 M.) 
Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

General Post Office, 28th March 1861. 
Sir, I 

WITH reference to your letter of the 22d instant, respecting the accident to t 1e 
steamer "Hibernia," I am directed by th,e Postm~st,er ,General ,to request that he may 
be furnished with a detailed report respectmg the mJunes sustamed by that vessel, and 
which prevented her from prosecuting her voyage to Galway. 

I am, &c. 

A. Boate, Esq" (Signed) F. HILL. 

Atlantic Royal Steam Navigation Company, 
10, Cannon Street. 

No.195. 

Mr, BOATE to the SECHETAHY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Roval Mail Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
Sir, 10, Call1~on Street, E.C" London, ~8th March 1861. 

IN acknowledo'in o' the receipt of your communication of this day's date, requesting 
that a detailed r~po~t be furnished of the injuries slIstained by the steam ship" HioeJ'llia," 
while on her voyage between Southampton and Galway, I hav~ the honour to state, ror 
the information of the Postmaster General, that the vessel shipped a heavy sea, wlllch 
carried away her skylights forward, and caused her to make water. There was no loss 
of any of the ship's ooats, or any injury to any person on board. 

The ship will be thoroughly examined in dock at Liverpool on Saturday next. 
I have, &c. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. H)6. 
(No. ~3,'Z54.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. ROATE, 

Sir, General Post Office, 28th March 1861. 
THE attention of the Postmaster General has been called to a report which appears in 

this day's newspapers of the proceedings at a general meeting of the Atlantic Hoyal l\lail 
Steam Navigation Company, held yestenlay, and at which the Chairman of the Company 
is stated to ha\'e expressed a "sanguine expectation of obtailling from the French 
" Government the conreyance, not only of telegraphic messages from France, but the 
" postal and other coml1lu n icatiolls from that coun try." 

As this is not the tirst time that it has been publicly sLlted that the Atlantic Royal 
Mail Steam Navigation Company had entered into negotiations with the Government of 
France for the conveyance of French mails to and from America, the Postmaster 
General, to prevent any futllre misapprehension, requests to be furnished with all 

explanation of the course contemplated oy the Company. If ),011 \ViII refer to clallse 
40 of the contract m:l,de with ,the Admiralty on the Qlsl April 1859, yo II v,ill find tbat 
~he whole postage of all maIls, despatches, and letters of every de-;cription conveyed 
Il1 the vessels employed under that contract, whether carried from or out of Her 
Majesty's dominions or otherwise, is at the disposal of the Postmaster General. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 197. 
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No. 197. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFfICE. 

. Atlantic Royal Mail Steam N avigiltion COlllpany, 
Su', . . 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 1st April 1861. 

IN acknowledgmg the receIpt of your communication of the 28th IdtilllO referl illrr to 
a statement made hX the Chairman at a,generalmeeting of the shareholders 'oftiJis C~l1l­
pany, re~ently he~dln London, and cc~lll,ng for ?11 explanation of the course contemplated 
by the Company It1 respe,ct to negotJatlOl1S saId to be pending for the conveyance of' 
French telegrams and maIls, I have the honour to state, fi)t, the information of his Lord­
ship the Postma~ter Genen~l, that the Directors in the negotiations referred to contem­
plate tl~e establIsh,ment o,t a \Veek})' communication bl'tween .Europe and America, but 
the! 'YI~1 do notlllng :dll~h m~ly JI1 ~11)' way :l,tfect tile postal contract of the '2bt ~c\.pril 
1809, WIthout commUllIcatll1g \\'Jtll IllS Lordsillp the Postmaster General, and obtaining 
his sanction thereto. '-

The Secretary, General Post omct'. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 108. 

lYIr. BOATE to the SECR£T,ICY to the POST OFI'!CE. 

Atlantic Hoyal Mail Steam Navigation Company (Limited), 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, Ist April lS61. 

'YITH reference to your letter of the ':78tl1 lIltimo, respecting the damage to the 
" Hibernia," I ha\'c the honolll' to state that this ship is !lOW in Messrs. Laird & Co.'s 
dock at Birkenhead, and lInder tile pressing necessity of prep:lring her for sea with as 
little dday as possible, the Directors trust )ULl will cause her to bc surveyed on 
\Vec1nesclay next, thc Sd inst:llI t. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. 
I harc &c. 

(Signed) A .. DOATE. 

1'\0. IDO. 

Mr. BO.HE to .Mr. F. HILL. 

Atlantic Rny:d .',1:)1. I tcam :l'.'lgatlOl1 Olill'~1lly "lml[ec, 'l T '1 S N'" C (I' , I) 
Sir 10, Cannon Street, KC., LOlldon, 1st April 1.,::61. 

I H.n:E the honour to request \'011 will f!vour me with the usual certificate of exemption 
for the steam ship "Columbia," 'which ship is iIi tended to take the DO:-;toll mails on the 
9th instant. 

F. Hill, Esg., &c. &c. &c. 
General Post Office. 

I lJave, &c. 
(Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 200. 
(24,019.) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. PEEL, M.P. 

Sir, General Post Office, '2cl April 1861. 
I A:l1 directed by the Postmaster General to transmit to )'~1I, to be ,laid before the 

Lords Commissiollers of the Treasury, the copy cf a Jetter "" from the Secretary of the 
Atlantic Royal Mail Stean: Navigation Company, aql}ying for, ::\,c~rtiticat~ of exeml~tion 
fi'om the Passengers Act III favour of the steamer. Coillmbla, IntencleCl by the (0111-

pany to take out the mails from Galway of the .ot,h lI1stant. _ , 
An authority was given by the Lords ~Ol1l.n1lSslOners on the 8th ?eptember IS.)9, tor 

granting a certificate to all the vessels of tillS Company employed It1 the conveyance of 

"" See Letter in No. 199. 
( 13~.) M the 



( 90 

,,~ C II d '1" but as the service has since been altog~ther suspended, and 
the ~·,eWIOUn( an G

l11aI s'l 's not aware whether the bond stated to have been entered 
tl P stm'lster enera 1 , " "f] . 

as Ie ~ C . till in force he thinks it riO'ht, before grantIng the certl cate 10 

in~o by tIe ompany.ls t
S 

,vl'th the Lords Commissi~ners, and to request to be informed 
thiS case, to commu11Ica e . I' I . I 
whether they approve of the application of the Company bemg comp lec Wit 1. 

I am, &c. 

The Right Honourable F. Peel, M.P., (Signed) F. HILL. 

&c. &c. &c., Treasury. 

No. 201. 

I\! r. HAMILTON to the POST:lIASTER GENERAL. 

M\' Lord Treasury Chambers, 4th April I8?l. 
I A:lI" desired by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to transmIt for 

your Lordship's information, wit.h re(erence to ~o~r letter of the 2~ instant, the e~c~o~ed 
copy of a report from the ElmgratIOn CommIssIOners on the ~llbJect of the appLcatlOn 
from the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, .fo,~ a certificate of exemptIOn from 
the Passengers Act, in favour of the steamer" ColumbIa. 

I have, &c. 
The Postmaster General, &c. &c. &c. (Signed) GEO. A. HAMILTON. 

Enclosure in ~ o. 201. 

Sir, Emigration Office, 3 April 1861. 
I ][ \y F: to acknowledge the receipt this day "f the letter addressed to the Treasury by the 

Post Office, enclosing an application from the Secretary of the Royal Atlantic Steam Packet 
Company, for the usual certificate of exemption from the Passengers Act for the Company's steamer 
"Columbia." The Postmaster General requests t .. be informed whether that certificate is to be 
granted. 

According to the terms of the contract between Her ~Iajesty's Government and the Company, 
the certificate in question cannot, I eOlwei\'e, be refused to any yessel of the Company duly autho­
rized to carry till' mails from Gal\\ay to ::North America. The bond, 11O\\'e\'('r, taken by us under 
the directions of the Treasury is ~ti II in force, and our officer will see that the conditions of it are 
carried out in the case of the" Columbia," a~ he has done in the case of all preyiolls ships belonging to 
the Company. 

I have, &c. 
G. A. Hamilton, Esq., (Signed) T. W. C. MURDOCH. 

~l'. ,\:-c. ,\:c. 

No. '202. 
(19,407. ) 

i\Ir. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

,Sir, , General Post Office, 4th April 1861. 
"ITH referen~e to your letter of the 12th ultimo, I am directed by the Postmaster 

Gene.r~1 to acquJll1t y~u \1,1at he ba~ h,?d before him the reports. o.f the officers appointed 
to SUI \ey the steam shIp Columbl;], and that, under the Opl11lOl1 expressed in those 
reports, he C~1l1 only accept the "Colilmbia" as a packet for the mail service between 
Galway and ~11lC'ri:a, t.or t~\:o ~ollnd. voyages. all the cO,mpletion of those t\~O voyages, 
the \ essel mll~t be ag,lln eXclmmecl 111 dry dock, and her final acceptance or rejection will 
L1epend upon the result of that examination. 

A. Boate, Esq., 
Atlantic Royal Steam Navigation Company. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) . F. HILL. 

No. 203. 
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No. ~03. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. PEEL, M.P. 

Sir, . General Post Office, 5th April 1861. 
I AM ?Irected by the P~stmilster General to acknowledge the receipt of YOllr letter of 

the ~th .1Ilstant, accompamed by copy of one from the Emigration Otiice, respecting the 
apphcatlOl: macIe by the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company for a certificate 
of ~~em~tl?n fr?1fl the Pa~s~ngers Act for the Company's steamer " Columbia." 

1 he EI111gratlOn CommIssIOners state that tbey conceive that, according to the terms 
of tb~ contract between Her l\L~esty's Government and the Company, the certificate in 
qu~stlon cannot be refused to any vessel of the Company duly authorized to carry the 
mails fr0111 Galway to North America. 

In reference to this ohservation, the Postmaster General thinks that the Commissioners 
are und~r sOI~le mi:3apprL'hension, probably from having referred to the first contract, 
entered lIlto 111 October 1858, between the Atlantic Company and the Government of 
Newfoundland, in which ~I~ere was a clause stipulating that the Company's vessels should 
be exempt from the conchtJOns of the PassellO'ers Act. 

~f1.1at agreement, however, is at an end, a~~l the only contracts with the Company now 
eXlstll1g are, tha~ concluded :vith the Admiralty on the '21st April 1859, and that* which 
the Postmaster beneral reqUIred the Company to execute on the '2!<t1l January last, when 
he authorized a suspension of the service. 

I enclose a copy of those contracts, which, it will be seen, contain no such stipulation 
as that allurled to. 

Under these circumstances I am to suggest that the Emigration Commissioners should 
be again written to, and further inquiry made whether, in this altered state of things, the 
certitjcate of exemption for the" Columbia" should be granted. 

The Right Honourable F. Peel, ~I.P., &c. &c., 
Treasury. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

Mr. HAMILTON to the POSTMASTER GE~ERAL. 

My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 6th April 1861. 
\VITH reference to your letter of the 5th instant, on the subject of the exemption from 

the Passengers Act of the vessels of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Com­
pany, I am comlllanded by the Lords C'o1l1mis~ioners of 1 IeI' :\Iajesty's Treasllry to 
transmit for 'your Lordship's information copy of a report on thL' 5:ime subject, dared 
6th instant, from the Emigration Commissioners, and I am to state that my Lords \\ill 
not think it right, under the circumstances represented, to sanction tile certificate of 
exemption being granted to those vessels in flltll1'e. 

Their Lorrlships, however, consider that for the reasons stated by the Commissioners, 
the certificate should not be withheld from the" Columbia," which is to sail on the 
9th instant, if YOll should find that the contractors would be put to any serIOUS Il1COl1-
venience by the refllsal to grant the certificate in this instance. 

I am, &c. 
The Postmaster General. (Signed) GEO. A. lLuJlLTON. 

Enclosure in No. '.204. 
Sir, Emigration Office, 6th April 1861. 

I IL\ VE to acknowledO'e the receipt, this morning, of the letter addressed to the Treasury by 
direction of the Postma~ter General, on the 5th instant, on the subject of the exempti()n from the 
PassenO'ers Act of the vessels of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. The Post­
master ~General suggests that my letter to you? of 3d instant, on this subject, _ was proba!Jly written 
under the misapprehension that the con tract WIth the Company, of October 1808, wluch shpul~ted for 
the exen'J,ption of the vessels of that Company, is still in forc.e, .and points .out that that .contr~ct IS at a.n 
end, and that in the contract of 21st Api'll 1859, now eXIstll1g, there IS no such stlpulatl?n. It IS 
therefore recommended that we should be again called on for a report as to the exemptIOn of the 
" Columbia" from the Passengers Act. 

'if See Enclosure in No. ]47. 
M ~ 
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In reply, I beg to ':'lr that t!le cO.njectu:'c of the Pos~master Genel:al, that my letter of 3rd instant 
wa~ written under a misconceptIOn ()f the Circumstances, IS correct. I" e ,:ere not a\~are that any n.ew 
contract had been made with the Company, still less that the Company S right to claim an exemptlOn 
from the l'a',l'nc',-crs "\d. had CIIllll' t() an ene1. That being the c,ase, we can h!lve no hesitation in 
expressing our opinion that these H's~eb ~ught not ~u be LXClllpt:,cl fru~l the operatlOn of ~he Pass~nge.rs 
Act. They are essentially pa~senger slups, the "'IX vcss;ls which s~ded last year havlllg earned III 

14 V()\'<l()'e~ l!<l less than 5,94040 passencrers, of whom only '.IcC, 1 were cabm passengers, and 5,480 steerage 
passe;lg'~rs, being on an <l\crag'c 891 ~tL'erage passenger;; on each voyage; on six of these voyages, the 
number of steerage passengers carried was 3,G20, being upwards of 600 on each. The passengers they 
carry are moreover uf as poor and ignorant a ..]a,s as th03e who sail frolll any other port of the United 
Kingdom, and reqnin" therefore, as much the protection of the Passengers Act. To place these vessels 
on the same {(luting, in respect to the Passengers "\d, as the Cunard or IV est India line of steamers 
whil'h carry scarcely any steerage paSijenger8, appears to us unreasonable. 

III respcd ()f the" Columbia," which is to sail all the 9th instant, the Lords of the Treasury may 
perhaps ('on~ider that as the Directors "f the Company may have been led to expect the exemption they 
have on prc,;iulls u(,(';biuns enjoyed, it \\lIuld "carcely be right to withdraw it at so late a period. 
I wUllle! request, however, the farlic~t intimatiul1 of their LOi'lI~hip's decision that we may communicate 
by telegraph with "tIr olficer, \\'ho will have proceeded t" Galway ulicler the impression that he is to 
clear the ve~sd uncler the bonel onl v, and nut under the A.d. 

. I haw, &c. 
G. A. Hamilton, Esq., (Signed) T. W. C. MURDOCH. 

l\:C. &c. &L'. 

No. 205. 

1\1r. F. HlLL to Mr. DOATE. 

,Sir, General Post Office, 8th April 1861. 
" ITI! reference to your letter of the 1st instant, I am directed by the Postmaster 

Gelleral to rcque:-;t that you WIl! state to the Directors of the Atlcll1tic Hoval Mail Steam 
Navjgatiol~ Company, that. he b.as referred for the decision of tile Treasury tl1eir application 
for a certlflcatc of exemptIOn for the steam-ship " Coillmbia." 

The Lmj~ Commissioners, in reply to his Lorc1ship'Ci Letter, ollserve, that the vessels 
of the A ~lan tI c <?o Illy:l)) yare essential I .IT passellger sl! i p,~, the ~ix vessels w hi eh sa i lec! last 
J,ear ha\'lllg' cUrrICllll1 11, voyages no le,.;s th~:11 ,!,g~H pa'se\lger,~, of \dlOlll 0111)'161< were 
C,lIJlll pas~cnt?ers; and that uilder these CII'CUll1qallcc~, it will lIot be right to eXem)t 
those \'cssl'ls III any way from the provisiollS of the Pa:;.'ellgcrs Act in future. 1 

At. the ::;:1il10. tilll~ their Lordships !Ja\'c stated, that a~ the refu::;al of the certificate 
?t tillS, L:~,e !)erlod" l~:: the case. of tile " C011111~I:i:l," miB'ilt put the .Company to serious 
1I1COI1\ lllkIlCC,. they \\ II.1 not oLJect to sllch certificate uelllg !..!ranted. In this instance . 

. I aln acco,rc1Jl]C'IYfdesl~'ecl, by the PUS[.t]ist,er General to request that YOLl \vill inform 
h1l11 \\ bethel the ~Llalltlc COlllp~lly \\'Ill suiler such lI1convelliellce if tile certificate b 
~1,0\ ~Tallt~'d:, alld, 111 that case, that you will Jet him know wllat is the tonna(re of th: 

C:)~Umbla, and to what porl she beloll!l,'s, as those particulars mList be imert~d in the 
certificate. 

A. Boate, Esq., 
Atlantic Royal Mail :~teal1l Navigation Company, 

10, Cannon Street, E.C. 

No. ~06. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

~lr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

AtJamic ROFli Mail Steam Na\'i<ration CO!11P'111)' L' 't d ,'"ir, 10 C ' ,'"' < , llnl e , 
I HAT8 the honour to ,_ .. " annon StJ:eet, L.C., London, 8th :\ pril 1&61. 

1, , 'T), . ~ChnO\\ ledge the recelJ;t of YOllr communication of this da 's 
uat(, 1\ O. 3:...8 1\1., and In 1 epl \' beo' to state til'It It \\'"111 _ ." . Y I riC ~. b • ( cause sellOUs II1convemence, not 
on) to t le ompal~)', ?llL create a delay 111 tbe despatch of the "Col I b' " 'f 1 
certificate of exemption IS now withheld. LI n la, 1 t le 

The" Columbia" is 2,9GO tons gross measurement 1 "'01 t d' 
port of London. ' ,.J ~ ne, an IS registered in the 

As 
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. As the ~E'riificate cannot possibly reach Galway in time for the despatch of the ship, 
plObably ) OLl WIll hav~ the gO.OclllE'SS to telegraph to the Postmaster or Colk,C'tor of 
C~lstoms, that t.he certIficate wLlI be granted (as on a former occa:iion), or t:l\'ollr me 
wIth a letter wlllch I can produce at the Emigration Office, to enaule the olticers of that 
Department to do so. 

The Secretary, G<:>neral Post Office. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BOAH'. 

(3'28 1V1.) 
No. CZ07. 

i'lII'. F. II ILL to ilIr. BO.HE. 

Sir,. . General Post Office, 8th ,\pril lS:il. 
U:--:DElt the CIl'Cl1l11stances stated III your letter of thi~ d,I}\ d,lte, I transmit (0 ,. 'Li a 

certificat<:>, exempting the mail packet" Columbia" for one ,:oYclge from the opel'clL;oll of 
the Passengers Act. 

On the production of this letter at the Ell1ic.o:ration Office, the COl11missioners will no 
doubt inlorm their officers at Galway, by me,1llS of the electric tde1rraph that tile 
certificate has been furnished. 0 , 

A. Boate, Esq., 
Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

No, ~08. 
(347 1\1.) 

Mr. F. HILL to j\lr. Do.nE. 

I am, &2. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

Sir, General Post Ofl1ce, 11th AplillSrll. 
Ib::FEIutL'\G to your letter of the 1st il1SLlIlt, I am directed by the Postmaster General 

to acquaint you, for the ini'(:l'l11ation of' the Directors of the J.tLtntic ROj':d :\Iail Steam 
Na\'igation Company, that the steamer" H:bcrnia" baving' been slIrvc'yed, has been 
found quite unseaworthy, and that ::.hc cannot be permitted to be employvd in the COil­

veyance of the mails between G~d\Yay ai:d the United ::tates until she ::.hall lluve been 
strengthened in such a manner and to such an extent as tIle surveying ufficer of the 
Admiralty may deem necessary. 

A. Doate, Esq., 
Atlantic lloyal Mail ::Jteum :\'avigation Company, 

Call non Street. 

No. QO£). 

(871 M.) 
Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

Sir, General Post OftlcC', 15th April ISGl. 
WITH reference to my letter of the till instant, infcmning you that the Postmaster 

General could only accept the steamer "Columbia" for th.e cOll\'eyallc~ of the .mails 
between Galway and America for t~o rOlmcl . voyages, I ~m ) dIrected. by, IllS LO,nb.hIP. to 
request that you will state to the Dlrecto.rs of th.e .t\llantIc. hoyal i\lall ~teall.l ~,a\,.lgatlOn, 
Company, that as they are fully aware of the obJectIOns raIsed by the surn}lIlg 0l11cer of 
the Admiralty against the" Columbia," as regard~ her strt'ngtil al!d genel:al fitlle;,s fOI: 
the mail service, his Lordship expects that they \YIll meet those obJectIOns 1Il the ca~e of 
the " Angliu," a sister ship, before they offer that vessel tor survey. 

I am, &c. 

A. Boate, Esq., 
Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 

Cannon Street, E.C. 

(Signed) F. HILL. 

M8 
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Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company (Limited), 
C". 10 Cat1l;on Street, E.C., London, 18th April 1S61. 
,~ll, '. d fi d r ·1 r b I H.\VE the honour to request you will be s? goo as to x a ,1), as. eal) as m~y e 

convenient, for the examination of the .followIng surgeons by the medIcal officer to t~e 
Post Office department, viz., :'11'. SebastIan ~l.elassey and Mr. ,He~ry Bedwell, F.R.C.S., 
and L.R.C.P" who are about to be ernployed 1Il the Company s sblp~. I & 

am, c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. 1.211. 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Ot-ncc, 18th April 1861~ 
"'ITIl reference to your letter of this day's date, I have to request that 1\1 r. Seuastlan 

.l\Ieiassey and l\1r. Henry Bedwell, the gentlemen who are about to be en:ployed by the 
Atlantic Hoyal ';\lail Steam Navigation Company as sllrgeons 011 board theIr vessels, may 
be instructeZl to call upon Dr. Waller Lewis, the medical offi;er of th!s I?epart~nent, at 
this Oliice to-morrow between the hours of cleven alld one 0 clock, bnnglllg wIth them 
their testimolliab for the inspection of Dr. Lewi~. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

1\0. 1.21 '2. 

Mr. HAIIIILTO:-< to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 19th April 1861. 
I AliI directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her l\l<ljesty's Treasury to acquaint you 

that in the month of' November bst my Lords receive(l a letter from the Board of Works 
ill I relanrt proposing; to hy down moorings in Galway H~\rbonr for the accommodation of 
the Trans·Atbntic packets at a coc;t not exceeding 1,2001. To that proposal my Lords 
made the followillg reply :-" \i'rite to the Commissioners of Pllblic "r orks and state 
" that, inasmllch as the continuation of the Tralls-Atlantic Packet Service depends upon 
" the Company beillg in a condition to resume it on the 26th March next, my Lords 
" consider that it wil] be advisable to suspend any decision on the point until after that 
"date." :'11.1' Lords kll'e \lOW received the cOlllmunication of the 13th instant, copy of 
which and of' its enclosure is forwarded herewith, with a request that you will f~lvollr my 
Lords with your opinion as to whether the pre~ent position of the Company is sllch as to 
warrant this Board in considering that it may reasonably be expected to be able to 
continue to fullil its engagements, without which their Lordships do not feel that they 
should be warranted in sanctioning this additional expense being incurred. 

I have, &c. 
The Postmaster-General. (Signed) G. A. HAMILTON. 

Enclm,ure No.1 in No. 212. 

Sir, . Office of Public 'Yorks, Dublin, 13th April 1861. 
ADI'ERTIX(; to the letters of thiS Board, dated 27th November and 23d January, and their Lordships' 

replies pf the :!~~h December and. 11th Feb.mary las~ rel~tiye to ~he laying down of moorings in Galway 
Harbour, I.am directed to transmit, for the.lr ~ordshlps lllformatlOn, a copy of a letter upon the subject 
receiyed from the Galway Harbour CommlsslOners, and to request that their Lordships will be pleased 
to instruct the Board in the case. 

I am, &c. 
The Secretary, Treasury. (Signed) E. HORNSBY, Secretary. 

Enclosure 
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Enclosllre ~o. 2 in No. 212. 

Sir,,, . " " 9qh~'ay Harbour Commissioners Office, 9th .\pril J~61. 
TH~ Columlm~ .havlllg, SaIled from thIs wIth Her Majesty's mails on board, the ability of the 

AtlantIc Royal ~IaIl .Steam Company to fulfil its engagements is, the Commissioners submit, no longer 
dOl~btful, and I am dll:ected by them to request the Board's sanction to the necessary expenditure for 
laymg down the moonngs so urgently called for by the Directors of the Company. 

I remain, &;c. 
E. Hornsby, Esq. (Signed) JOIl)i D'ARCY. 

No. QIS. 
(3SS M.) 

IVI r. F. HILL to l\I r. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, '2Qd April 18(;1. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 18th instant, I am directed to inform you that the 

Postmaster General is pleased to approve of the employment of Mr. Henry Bedwell as 
surgeon on board one of the ves~els of the Atbntic Royal Mail Steam Navio'ation 
Company. b 

A. Boate, Esq. 
I am, &c. 

(Signed) F. HILL. 

No. '214. 
(QS,SOg. ) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, QQd .1, pril 1 So l. 
WITH reference to your letters of the 1 "1,th and '2:Jth llltimo. I am directed to inform 

you that the Postl11Zlster-General has received the reports of the officers appointed to 
survey the steam ship" Adriatic," as to her fitness for employment in the lllail service 
under the contract with the Atlantic Royal l\lail Steam Navigation Company, and not­
withstanding that the contract reqllires the designs and phns of the several vessels, which 
the Company propos2 to employ in the cOllveyancl' of the mails, shall be prcvioldy 
approved of by the Postmaster General, and that this stipulation has not been complied 
with in this instance, his Lordship is please,l to accept the "Adriatic" for the mail service 
between Galway aud the United States, 

His Lordship will, however, require the engines of the" Adriatic" to be examined as 
to their condition at the end of twelve lllonLh~, and the vessel to be again surveyed in 
dry dock at the enel of two years from the present date. 

I am, &c. 
A 'Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No. ~15. 

1\11'. BOJ\TE to the SECllETARY TO TIlE POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic H.oyal Mail Steam Navigation Company, 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.e., London, \Z3d April 1861. 

ADVERTING to your letter of the 11th instant, 0: o. S 1'7 :Jr., intimating that the Post­
master General cannot permit the "Hibernia" to be again employed in the postal 
service until ~he has been strengthened to the extent refluired by the Admiralty 
surveyors, I have the honour to state for the information of Lord Stanley of Alderley that 
the" Hibernia" is now in dock at Liverpool undergoing the necessary repairs. 

The Directors have entered into negotiations with tile \V est India Hoyal Mail 
Company to place the steam ship" Oneida" on the Galway line for the postal service 
on the 7th May next, ill liell of that vessel. 

Before however, they finally concillde thi" arrangement, which will cost the Company 
a sum ;f over 10,00'01., the Directors respectfully submit, as the service on the 
7th proximo \vill be between Galway and Haston, for which eleven clays and sixteen 
hours is allowed by the contract, that the steam ship" Prillce Albert" m~ty be permitted 

M4 ~ 
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1 tJ l'ls 011 that occ:lsion under such conditions and penalties as may seem to 
to t:1,C lC 111a " I . .. d I h 
be ex lcdient to the Postmaster General; hut. Lord Stanley 1LlVlIlg 1t1tJmate. t lat e 

tl I'I}'It the" Prince Albert" to be ag:,l1l1 employed 1I1 the postal servIce as on 
canllo pc I ~ . I D' '11' 
t , t'OI'lllcr occasions viz. under a IlcnallY of 5001. per voyage, t 1(' lrectors are WI ll1g 
\\ a ".' .' ..,' I "1.1 " ~ Alb'" . I to COl1\'cy the maIls of the 7th May to Boston 111 t Je .I.wce . el t WIt lOut any 

payment ",In'cver, anc! tn place her also tlllder the conchtlOns of the contract as to 
pc'n;lIlies for over-timc Oil the \'o~rag·c. . 

This ship bavil1!.j l)een surveyed and passed both by. the Admm:lty. and Board of 
Tr~ldc sur\'c\'ors, the Directors will wbmlt her to any further examlllatlOll which may 
be deemed ~'~quisitC', by placing her in dock. 1 •• • 

Tk'y I e~l'cclflllly trust, therefore? that IllS LordshIp the Postmastcr General WIll 
favol;r;J!llv c;ltertain thi~ reque~;t, having regard to the positive saving to be eflected to the 
GO\'e1'l1I1l'ent 01' the entire amount 01 the sllh~,id)' for one \'oyage, viz., S,OOOl., which 
the Directors propose tu forfeit in consideration of Ilis Lordship's acquiescence in the 
above a IT ,111 g emelJ t. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BO.\TE. 

We, the undersigned members of Parlial1lent~ have read the annexed letter, and under 
all the circllmstances consider the request re:1sonable, and one that woulel save 3,000l. to 
the puulic without Cal!~;illg any detriment to the Pllblic. sen'ice, and beg leave to recom· 
mend it to the t:n'ol11'ablc consideration of the Right Honourable Lord Stanley of Alderley, 
Postmaster General. 

:\f:lIlle' of :\Icmbcr. 

W. McCormick 
:\1. E. Corbaii \' 
I,'rancis B. Be~1l11ish 
.lohn Vance 
DunkeJlin 
T. J. Burke 
John Brady 
• James \\"lld -
Francis Ii. Dunnc 
,rill. Stackl'ooie 
Fr:mcis ~\Ia('donogh 
Robert Lon"fit,I,1 
Francis J'lIeCalclltt -
Geo, Ciavin 
Naas 
T. E. Taylor 
Alf. It. 13ristoll' 
Ja'. '\-hitcside 
Fermoy 
John F. :\Taguire 
Isaac Butt 
W. H. Grt'gory 
• Tohn Ennis 
E(\lIard (irogan 
"-. D. :\IcClllltoek Bun~ 

bury. 

U){3,483. ) 

County or Borough. 

Londonderry. 
1'\ eath County. 
City of Cork. 
City of Dublin. 
Gal\\ay. 
Galway COU'lty. 
Leitrim COUllty. 
Bodll1in . 
QUEen's Count\,. 
Ennis. • 
flli§.:o Borough. 
Mallow, 
Clare ('OUfitl'. 

Limerick City. 
Cockcrmoutb. 
Dublin Coulity. 
Kidderillinster. 
Dublin Uni\'ersity. 
:\Iarylcbone. 
Cork City. 
Youghal. 
Galli'a) County. 
Athione. 
Dublin. 
Carlow County. 

l\alllc of :rIember. 

,J ames E. Hamilton 
Samuel Gurney 
I-laney Lewis 
\\'. Seymour Y. Fitz-

gerald. 
,T. E. Hedmond 
\\'. 11. F. Cugan 
Palrick O'Brien 
D. O'Connell 
E. A. Leatham 
Thos. Conolly 
II. Corry 
\\'illiam'verner 
James :\IcCann 
,John Greene 
Lawrence \\'aldron 
Nicholas P. Leader 
P. Mdlahon 
Stewart Knox 
John Boyd 
George Bowyer -
Mich. Sullivan 
John A. Blake 
,!onathiln Hichardlnn 
Walter F, Hamilton 

No. 216. 

Mr. PAGE to Mr. BOATE. 

County or Borough. 

Dubli'l County. 
Penryn and Falmouth. 
Marylebone . 
Horsham. 

\Vexford Town. 
Kildare County. 
King's County. 
Tralee. 
H ldder~field. 
Donegal. 
Tyrone. 
Ar<lwgh. 
Dr(l~hecla. 
Kilk'enny County. 
Tipperary County. 
Cork County. 
\1' cx ford County. 
Dungannon. 
Coleraine. 
Dundalk. 
Kilkenny City . 
Waterford City. 
Lisburn. 
Linlith;.;ow. 

Sir G 
" , '. . eneral Post Office, 27th April 1861. 

TIlE lostmastel General Las had before hun vour letter d'lt 1 tl QQd' 
1 l', . cl I', Offi'l .I ,el 1e _oJ lt1stant but Dot r e I\el e at t lIs ce untl ye~terdav afternoon ancI J'e ,t t fi d I ' 

f't . tJ " fl' ..1. , gl e s 0 11 t Jat so soon a el 1e I ecommencement 0 t.lemaIl servIce between G· I ,. I' . . 
£' . • I I d \\ ay ane 11 menca III con 
lOrmlt)' WIt 1 t Ie agreement entered into by the Atlantic Ho Tal Mail Steam N . (T •• 

Company on the 24.·th January last the Company a ~. k' ~v~~atLOn 
depart ti'om the stipulations of theil: contract all l'to' re algal~ Stele ll1g permissIOn to 

'I l ' c ,c l emp oy 111 1e conveyance f th 
111m s a vesse which does not come within those stipulations and is unfit C • tl o. e 

, 101 1e serVIce. 
The 
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The ~ostmaster General, out of consideration for the Company, permitted the lise of 
the" Pl'Ince Albert" on three separate occasions; but his determination !lot to repeat 
that indulgence has been communicated to the Directors more than once, aild from that 
determination his Lordship cannot depart. 

It is hardly necessary to rel1lind you of the illduluence extended to the Atlantic 
CrompallY ,in the~r frequent failures to per~orm the s,er~ce which they ~lave undertaken. 
\ esseb of less ~Ize or power than those stIpulated for h:l\e been permitted to be llsed ; 
~he. usual survey.of the ve:isels has been more tkll1 once (lispe:lsed with, or only partially 
InsIsted upon; slIlgle voyages have been allowed to he omitted· and when even \\ith 

, . 1 Ie' , tl1at IllliU gence, the omp:lny fOllnd thel1lseh'es llnable to l)1'o\ide packets, the service 
was allowed to be wholly suspended for sever,d months. 
, Such an, exceptional staLl' of things could not of courso be tolerated for any length of 

time, and In January last the Company were reljuire(l to execute an agreen1l'nt binding 
~hemseh'es to recommence the service on the '2{jth March, and thellceforth to perform it 
III the manller reqllired by the contract; f~\iling which, the Postmaster (Jenrral was 
empowered to terminate the contract. 

In consequence of the breaking down of the steamer" Hibernia" on her \r:lV to 
Galway, the Po~tll1astcr General, a~ a further indulgence, allowed the rtcommencellJent 
of the sen'ice to be postponed until the !Jth imLmt, with a distillct as~urance fi'om the 
Company that they would then be prepared to commence and continue the service, 
although he might have declared the contract at an end; but he is not prepared to make 
any further concession, and mllst now hold the Company to their agreement. 

With respect to the allusion ill your letter to negotiations having been entered into by 
the Conlpany with a view of employing the steamer" Oneida" for the COl1\'eyance of 
the mails of the 7th proximo, I am to reque"t that YOll will state to the Directors that his 
Lordship finds that the" Oneida" has been for some time employed on the Brazil mail 
line, the speed required on which is mllch lower tilan that which must be attained on 
the Galway and Boston line, and it is not probable tllat ~hc \\ould be foulld on trial 
capable of performing the latter service. De this, howe\'el', as it may, the" Oneida" 
cannot possibly be accepted lin less she be surveyed alld fOLlnd duly qualified. 

I am, .xc. 
A. Boate, E~q. (Signed) W. J. PAGE, 

For the Secretary. 

No. Qll. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECHETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal l\Jail Steam J\'(}vigation Company (Limited), 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, KC., London, '20th April, 1861. 

WITH reference to the communications whicb have taken place re~pecting the Pro­
vision of a ship for the postal sen'ice on the 7tb May next, ill ,lieu of th~ ".Hibernia," 
as it appears that his Lordship the Pos,tm~~ter Ge.neral entertallls an .0bJe~tlOn to .th,e 
steam ships" Prince Albert" and ,; Oneida, I am lIlstrLlcted,to state, fo:~ hiS Lordslllp s 
information, that the Directors have chartered the steam Slllp "Parana for the :,;ervlce 
between Galway and Boston on the 7th proximo. 

This ship, which is '2,730 tO~JS and ~oo horse power, performed the :'oyage ~e.tween 
Galway and Boston last year III on~ (lay and two h~urs les~ than the tIme specIfi~d by 
the contract; and 011 her return from Bostoll to Galway Il1 seven hours and fifteen 
minutes less than the contract time. 

The Directors have no reason, therefore, to doubt that she will perform the same 
voyage in the present season within. the pel:iod req~lired. 

Annexed hereto is a statement of the ShIp'S performance Oil the voyage referred to. 
I have, &c. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

(13~. ) N Enclosure 
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Enclosnre in No. 217. 
. . the steam shi "Parana," carrying Her Majesty's mails ' 

SL-\TEMlc'\'l' showing the tlme °GcculPled bY
l Boston as cel;ified by the Governmentofficer in charge, 

011 a round \I)yage between a way anc , 

of the mails. ()1If1C1ml. 

The" Parana" left Galway for Boston on the 7th August at 3 p.m., and arrived at Boston 18th August 

at 5 p.m. 

Contract time 
Passage made in 

Whic·h is under contract time 

lJomi'/I'a/'l7. 

Days. 
11 
10 

1 

Hours. 
16 
14 

B I' G 1 tIle '_)Rtll Aug-ust at 9.:3() a.m., and arrived at Galway on The" Parana" left uston Inr a ,yay on ~ ~ 

the 7th ~l'ptelllber at (j. 15 a.m. 

Contract time 
Passage made in 

'Which i~ uncler contract time 

No. '218. 

Days. 
10 
9 

u 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATF-. 

IIour~. Minutes. 
4 o 

20 

7 If) 

S'· General Post Office, ~9th April 1861. 
I A::'directed b' T the Postmaster General to acknowledge the receipt of your le~ter of 

this day's date, allZi to request that yo.u will i,?torm me in what port the " Par~na" IS now 
lying, in order that the necessary instructIOns for her survey may be given to the 
A elm iralt y surveyors. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No. ':210. 

~dr. BOATE to the SECG.ETARY to the POST OFFfCE. 

Atbntic Royal i\Jail Steam :~ayigation Company (Limited), 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 29th April 1861. 

IN rrply to youI' communication jllst received, I have the honour to state that the 
" Parana" is now in wet dock :It SOlltiJampton. 

The Secretary, GC1lerai Post Office. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. '21.20. 
(80,483. ) 

Mr. F. HILL to 1\11'. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post ORice, 1st i\Iay ISo!. 
I :\:\1 directed lJy the Po~tma~ter Gennal to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 'lULl! ultimo, :l;Jd to inform you tiJat he hail re(juestecl the Lords Commissioners of 
the ~cll11iralty to cause the steam ship" Par:ll1a" to be surveyed for the Galway mail 
service. 

A. Boate, Esq. 
I am, &c. 

(Signed) F. HILL. 

1\0.221. 

Mr.13oATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

-,. Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company (Limited), 
SI1', 10, Can~on Street, E.C., London, 1st May 18(H. 

I HA:'E the honour to r~qll~st you WIll be s.o good as to fix a day, ~s early as may be 
convelllent, for the examlOatlOn of the follOWIng surgeon by the medical officer to the 

. 'Post 
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Post Office departllle~t, viz., Mr. William John Pilcher, M.R.C.S. and L.S.A., who IS 
about to be employed III the Company's service. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) A- BOAn;. 

(420 M.) 
Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, . General Post Office, 3d May 1861. 
REFE~RJNG to your .letter of .the 1st lI1~tallt, I am directed by the Postmaster General 

to acquall1t you that hIS LordshIp approv~s of the employment of Mr. Pilcher as surgeon 
on board one of the vessels of the AtlantIc Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No. 223. 
(30,483. ) 

Mr. F. HILL to Mr. BOATE. 

Sir, General Post Office, 3d May 1861. 
'VITH reference to your letter of the Q0th uk, shting tklt the Directors of the Atlantic 

Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company have chartered thc steam ship" Parana" for the 
conveyance of the mails of the 7th proximo fi-om Gal \\":1_\- to Boston, I am directed by the 
Postmaster General to inform YOll, that having rf'ccin,d from the Admiralty the report of 
the officers deputed by the Lords Commis~ioners to sll\'vcy that \'e~sel, his LordsQip finds 
that the" Parana" is not of sufficiellt powcr to perform the stipulations of the Company's 
contract. 

Under these circlllllstances Ilis Lordship must decline to accept the" Parana" for the 
mail service. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No. '2'24. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECIlET,\Il¥ to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company (Limited), 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, 3d May 18(;1. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yoill' cotnml1nication of this clay's 
date, No. 30,483, intimating that the" Parana" is not of sufficient power to perform the 
requirements of tIle Company's contract, and that, U1~c1er the circllmstances, his Lordship 
the Postmaster General has declineu to accept her for the ll1ail service. 

The Directors cannot but express their great regret, as well as surprise, at leaming this 
Jecision, and they tmst that his Lordship, on reconsideration, \-Vill still permit the 
" Parana" to take the mails to Boston on Tuesday Ilext. 

The grounds upon which the Director8 respectfully urge this upon his Lordship's 
consideration are the following :-

The" Hibernia," o:~e of the Company's ships, passed by the Government for the mail 
service, was disabled by accident at sea in a hmricane, a cause OVEr which the Company 
had no control. The said vessel having, therefore, become c1isab!ed, the CODlpany have 
submitted to his Lordship a ve.;;sel \\ hich, froll1 her ascertained capabilities, is perfectly 
competellt to perform the service according to tile terms and within the time stipulated 
by the Company's contract. Your letter states, however, that the "Parana" is not of 
sufficient power. 

I am desired to call your attention to tIle 10th clause of t.he Company's contract, -,\ iliC'h 
states that" upon any of the Company's vessels becoming disabled, the Comp~l1ly are to 
"replace them by good and. efficient vessels qf silililur tonnage obtained by hire or 
" otherwise." 

You will observe that the power of the \-l'sscI is 110t men tioned II1 this clause; nor ar:y 
l:equirement made on that head. 

N '2 The 
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The tonnage of the" Parana" is ~'7S0 tons and 800 horse power, being 700 tons and 
S50 horse power in excess of the reqUIrements of ~he con~ract. ., . . 

Independently of this, however, I.am to submIt .for hIs Lordslllp s c.ollslderatlOn that 
the contract, being a penal contract, Imposes penaltIes on the Company for every hOllr of 
delay beyond the tillle stiplllated th~rein. . . 

The Company fllily carry out their con~ract, therefore, by sllbnnttmg' fOt: the approval 
of the Postmaster General a vessel exceedIng the tonllage and power mentIOned Il1 such 
contract; and if they fail to carry the mails in the time stipulated they are to sutTer in 
the penalties prescribed. 

'Vitll respect to the" Parana" ;mcl bel' capabilities of performing the sen'ice, I am 
desired aaain to call )'ol1r eSJ1ecial attention to the Dlct that the vovag'e for which she will b • • 

be required on Tuesdav next is from Galway to Boston, and that this ship has already 
performed the same vo)'age on the last occasion on which she was accepted for this 
Company's service in one day and two hours within the time mentioned in the contract 
on the outward voyage, ancl in seven hours and fifteen minutes within the time on her 
homeward voyage. The Directors, therefore, confidently submit that she is not only, 
both in tonnage and power, within the stipldations of the Company's contract, but that 
she has proved herself capable to perf'orm the service \vithin the time reqllired. 

In the expectation that there could be no possible objection to the "Parana," sl:e has 
been chartered by the Company nt a very heavy cost. She has also been coaled and 
provisioned for the \"()ya~~'1' from Gahvay to BostOIl, and is now on her way to Galway, 
where she is expected to arrive on Slillchy morning. 

In the prescnt excitemellt ancl :lIlxiety with respect to American dfairs, the failure to 
forward maiJs al1l1 telegrams by Tucsday next will seriously prejudice commercial interests, 
and I ha\'e therel"ore only (0 add t l,)3t the" Parana" will be ready to recein~ the mails at 
Galway, and to depart on TIIC'sclay, the 7th instant, at the appointed houl". 

The Directors respectfully trust that his Lordship the Postmaster General will aile the 
necessarl directions for the de~patch of the mails by that ship. b 

I have, &c. 
Tile ~eeretar'y, Gener,l.1 Po~t Otnce. (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

(30,4<88. ) 
r..r r. F. HILL to 1\1 r. BOATE. 

Sir" ., General Post Ofilce, Gth May 1861. 
. I H.\YE receIved ~r:d LillI Defore the Postmaster Gcner<d yom let'cr dated the 311 
~nstal1t (~lIt ll?t delivered at this oHice lllltil nfter fOllr o'clock on Satmela" the "1.tll 
H~stant), In whIch 1'011 relJew the I'l'qllcst of tile Atlantic Hopi Mail Steal11 Navip'atioll 
Comp~ny to ~e allowed to employ the _ steamer " Parall:l" tar the conveyance ~f the 
Amellcan mads of to-I1101TO\Y, the ,til, trom Galway to Dos(on. . 

~fhe Pos~master Gener;l~ finds 1l~)thi.ng in the statemEnts contained in your letter 
to IIlduce Illm to change hiS detenmn;ltlon not to accept the "Parana" for the m,~il 
service. 

At?aills~ yO~I~' 'isse~:tjon that this \'e;;~C'1 ,has al:'eac1y ~E'rformecl the same yoyage within 
the ume I eqllll eel L.Y the contract, IllS LordshIp deSires me to point out tl!' t I' 
first \'0 T tl "P " 1 I I . d ,on )el , ) age,. Ie arana exceel Cl t Ie tIme allowed for reachincr St J ol1n' N 
f?undlancl (SIX da.~'s), by one lhy 131 hours, and on her second vo)'::w; sh~ excee:i d e;­
tIme by one c1av fi\'E' llOms. u e t)e 

TI~e Postm8;ter. Gener:11 callnot, howe,'er, enter into any discllssion on tl1 ' I f 
certa1l1 \"o.yages liable, as they must bt, to the v'lryino- CI'!'Clllll t t.~ 1 ~SLl ts 0 

tl I I · 1 ,. . ' '. b S ances 01 wmd and 
wea WI". 11 lIS (eCISlOll 011 thiS and all other nautical <]uestions I' . 1 d b C 

advice of the Lords Commissioners of the Admir~lty who in th~·' ;ettls, glllcle y. the 
state that they do not consider the :-r eed of th~' " p.' '. "II ~:I on t 1e subject, 
fulJilment of the stipulations of the contract. dldna su clent to secure a 

Dllder this opiniOil his Jjordship callIlot comider the" Paran'l" ffi . 
for the Eervice undertaken by the Atlantic Com D'l l)"' , d I' 1 ani' e Clent vessel 
of her. .' J' an )e (ec mes to approve 

As the Company ha\'e no other surveyed and af'cepted I t I' 
to-1110rrow, notice bas been issued that mails cann~t b I vessel dO con~ey t 1e. malls of 

( e ( espatc)e on thIS occasIOn. 

A. Boate, Esq. ,. I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

~~~~~----------

No. Q~6. 
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No. 226. 

The POSTMASTER GEXERAL to the TREASURY. 

,l\ly LO,rds, General Post Office, 11th l\Iay lSol. 
"ITH reference to my letter of the ~8th January Ja.~t, transmitting copies ot' an H!.!;!t'C­

men~ which, under t.he allthority conveyed to me in your letter of the E)th ~'ove;llber 
prevIOUS, I had regull:e,d the Atlant}c Itayal Mail. Steam Navigation COlllpany to enter 
~nto, as the sole conditIOn upon wll1l'h I would relIeve them fi'um the pellalties already 
lI1curred and wOllld cono;ent to a temporary suspension of the mail sen'ice uncleI' their 
contract, I Ilave the honour to inform your Lordships that, owing to the Company having 
only one vessel ready for slIr\'ey by the tillle fixed for the reCOl111l1enCemeilt of the 
seryice, and owing to that \'essd being seriously damaged and rendered llnseaworthy 
whde proceedillg from Southampton to Galway to take IIp her station, the Company 
were unable to con\'ey the mail.; on the appointed day, and it was therefore in my power 
at once to havE' declared the contract at an end. 

Uncler the circllmstances, however, I refrained fi'om dui!l.~· S(', ,md allowed the recolll­
mcncement of' the service to be postponed L111til the Hth April. 

The mails were accordin~ly clcspatcl1ed on that day, and on the '23(1 April another 
approved vessel wa.;; provided hy the Company and took her departure, 

The third packet from Gal way sholdd ha\c sailed yestel day, the 7th instant, but the 
Company have failed in ofYering," 011 this occasion any ellicil'nt \esscl for tlie ~er\'iC(', al;d 
I bave been Linder the necessity, therefore, of announcing at the last mOlllent t Ilat 110 

despatch of mails cOllIe! take place. 
As it is now qllite evident that the Company are not in a position to !'lIHil their 

engagements, I /Ja\e caused a letter to be prepared termillating" the contrcl<.:t; but 
before sending tbat letter I submit a draft of it lor the approval or' your Lonbhips. 

I havl', &c. 
The Lords Commissioners of (Signee!) Sr.\:\LEY OF ALDEHLEY. 

the Treasury. 

1'\ o. '2'-27. 

Mr. BOATE to tlle SECIlETARY to the POST OFfICE. 

Atlantic Royal l\fail :';teal11 Navigation Company (Limited), 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E.C., London, lei-til :\Iay lS(jl. 

I A;\I desired hy the Directors to report, fr the inforll1utiun (If his Lor,:"llip 11ie 
Postmaster General, that the "Columbia" arrived at Galway tili") momin?, a III I that 
her wheels are reported to be seriously damaged by ice on the coa~t of !\'e\dlWtldhlld, 
and that the damages are of SUcil a Ilature that they cannot be remedied III tillle for blT 
to take the mails on Tuesday, the ~21st instant. 

The details of these damages have not yet reached the Director~, but the telegram 011 

the subject states that they are confined to the wheels, and that tile ship is ill eyery 
other respect in good order. 

Under the'ie circumstances the Directors desire to submit, for tbe comideratioll of the 
Postmaster General, the follo\';ing' arrangement for thc cOllveyance of the mail" to 
Boston on the 521st instant, viz" first, to send the mails by the" Prince Albe!"t" without 
subsidy, an(lunoer the penalties of the contract fl)!" o\'ertil11e; secondly, the DirL'c~()I':; 
propose .to charter th~ " La ~)lata," of Q,:Wc~ tOllS alld 1,000 horse powe.r, wh:ch they 
can obta1l1 from the" e3t India Royal Mall COlllP~ll1y, althollgll at a c0l1s111erablc C,)~t; 
but this Company require it to be a conditioll of the clllrter that, in tile event of ~1\1y 
accident to one of their ships, his Lordship would permit, under WC:l an emergency, a 
ship which has been passed and ac~epted. for, the G'l!way mail sel"\'ic~' to be employed 
for the conveyance of the 'Vest ]ndla l\1atls of the 17th Jlll1e ncxt. 

The probability of s~lch a co.ntill~el1cy i:-;,. however, so remote" that thc Directors 
respectfully tl'llst th.at IllS !~ords~llp will ~allc~IOn t~1C arl:a,ngCl11ent lor tllC lxci l <l,llc2,C (If 
ships in the respectIve mad S€I:vlces, and "'h.lch ",til facilitate the arrailgel11Clit tor the 
transmission of'the Boston maIls on the 21st 1l1stant. 

I !Jave, &c. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) 1\. ]]O.\TE. 

N 3 
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No. ~28. 

~Ir. STEPHENSON to the PosnIAsTER GENERAL. 

Treasmy Chambers, 15th May 1861. 
1\1)' Llo.rdd,] r. tl Lords Commissioners of Her :daiestv's Treasury your report I HAVE <II )CIOIC 1e . -;; "' . '(' 1 '. 

of the 11 th instant and its enclosure, and I am desIred by mY,' Lords to sIgn! y t )e~[ 
, I .' tl 1 tter which vou })ropose to address to the DIrectors of the AtlantIc 

applOva 01 le e "' ., t . 1 tl t C£'· th 
R I 1\1 '1 St p. ckDt Comllan)' term1llatll10' the contrac WIt 1 la ompany 10l e oya aI, eam ,1 L. ." b 

conveyance of the A mencan maIls. 
I have, &c. 

The Postmaster General. (Signed) W. H. STEPHENSON. 

No. 229. 

:1\1r. F. HILL to 1\11'. BOATE. 

Sir General Post Office, 15th May 186l. 
THE failure of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company to provide an 

efficient steam vessel for the cm'1Veyance of the American mails of the 7th instant 
has rendered it necessary tlwt the Postl11:1ster General should.again. consider the.ohl!ga­
tins of the Company under th(:'ir contract, the manner 1t1 winch t.hos,e oblIgatIOn.s 
have been fulfilled, and the means pos~,c~:~;l'rl by the Company far contll1111llg the mad 
serVIce. 

In acqllaillting YOII with the determination at which I!is L01'(hh~p has arrived, I am 
(k,ir(d brieflv to advert to the lengthened corre,ponc1ence whIch has taken place 
between the "AtLlntic Company and t his Department, since the commencement of the 
contract, slich concspondl'llce having been almost wholly occasioned by the inability of 
the Company to abide by the conditions to which they had bound them,clves, ant! on 
which alone their oift'r to perform the mail service had been accepted. 

By the term<: of the contract the Company ulldertook to provide a sufficient number 
of vessels, which si'ould not only he approved of when complete, but of which the designs 
and pbns had heen previously approved of. Ne\'ertheless, when ill June last, the time 
fixed for the commencement of the service had arrived, tbey had ollly one such ship, 
the" COlln<lugiJt," ready, and even the attempt with this ship to perform the first voyage 
under the contract was fi'uitless. 

Under these circumstances the Postmaster General wOllld have been authorized to put 
an end to the contract; but he forebore from doing so, and allowed a vessel, the" Parana," 
which (lid not come within the stipulations of the contract, to be despatched in place of 
the" Connauu;ht." 

In the seco;ld and sixth voyages the" COl1naught "was employed, hut in the latter 
she took fire and was lost, and the Company where then without a single ship built, 
sLlJ'yeycd, and accepted in the terms of the contract. 

Det\\'een th~sc lattel: voyages the l)~stma:ter General had permit~ec1 three. voyages to 
be made by shIps not 111 accordance WIth tne contract, although IllS LordshIp was more 
th811 once assllrerl that the application for such an irregularity was made for the last time. 

1"1'0111 the COillmencement of the contr,act in .Jllne last to, the present time, oniy two 
complete double vOy~lges have been performed by vessels buIlt for the puroose as contem-
plated by the contract. 1 

When the Postmaster General would no longer accept ships which did not j)os'e 
I I'fi' he' . . s ss t Ie l1Cr:l':'~lry qua I catIOns, t e ompany ~!ppIled for ILTlll1SSlon to foreITo several VO)7 IT 

I I I ' . . ~ - abes, 
alll not on y was t I:S permISSIOn grm~t~d, but the heavy penalties to which they 
rendered tiIelllseh'es liable for not provldll1g a packet on the appointecl day were wllOlI" 
remItted. y 

At .. iength, and a,fter great ?elay on the part of the Company in complying with the 
condItlOllS L1pon ",hlch alone. tile Postl1laster General could grant sl1ch a further ~oncession, 
they were allowed temporal'lly ~o sl1spend the service altogether. 

By th.e agreement executed 111 January last the Company undertook to recommence 
thl' ~ervI~~ on the CZG.th March, and.thenceforth to perform it in strict conformity with 
the C()ndltJolls of theIr contract, whIch the Postmaster General was ell1p()W I'ed t t . . 

." I' I" " e 0 ellTII-Il,ate It t lO~e con( Itlons were not ob:;;en'ed. 1 he Company were n'arlled tl t' I 
I 1-> G I' '" la, In suc 1 (ase, tIe ostmaster enera s power would certainly be exercised. 

The 
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The d.at~ for the recommencel1lent of the service was nevertheless extended to the 
9th Apnl, l.n co~sequence of the damage sll'tained by the \ essel wLich was to have taken 
the :£1rst m,n1 whde OIl ber way to Galway. 

Slllce the agreement by which tIle Company undertook to reCOtrtlllellce tlJe ~ervice in 
March last was -€xecutecl, the Company h:l'oe provided three ves:~els. One of the:;e, 
tl;e " Columbia," owing to doubts as to her. c,tl:ength, was accepted by the Postmaster 
~eneral for t,\ 0 voyages only. By a COITlIl111l11CatlOn receivccl tllis day from the Compall)", 
It appears th?t on her first vOY:lge out the wheels of this vessel have been seriously 
darnaged by Ice on the coast ofo Newfoundland, so that a [mtller survey wOllld be tlece~sary 
even before she could be pC'r11l1tted to perform a ~econd voyaae. 

Another :ve:;sel, the" 11 ibernia," while on her way frol1~ S~uthamptol1 to Galway, six 
week~ a~o, I~ repOl~t~d by the Lords of'the Admiralty to h~we been illjured in sLlch ~ \Vay 
as to lllrhcate a defiCIency of ;:,(rl'll~tll, ~Uid to render !Jer 1lllseawortllY. 

Tl~is leaves the CO,l1lpany only one efficient vessel for the perform;mce of their contract. 
~t~ IS eVIdent, t1~eretore, th~lt the. Coml~Lmy. are not now and never have been in a position 

emclently to perform the stIpulatIOns ot theIr conti act. 
Under these circllmstanccs, and on a review of the whole case, the Postmaster General 

feels that in the discharge of his public duty he has no alternative but to e\crci;:,e the 
power reserved to him, and to declare the contract at an elld. 

I am desired accordingly to transmit to you the accompanying notice to that effect. 
I am, &c. 

A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

Enclosure "1"0. 1 in No. 2~9. 

TI) the ATL.\'\TTl' ROL\L ::\LIIL Sn:_\:\l X_IY!, .. \TlO\: CmIPx:-,::y (Lilliited). 

'YIIEltEAS by articles of agreement dated the :!ht day of April1,-;,j!l, and made lwtween the Commi8-
siuners for executing the oinee of Lord High Admiral of thL' L'nited Killgdom uf Gn'at Britain and 
Ireland, for and on behalf of Her Majesty, (If the one part, and YUL1, the Aotlantic I{II\'HI :\Iail Steam 
~ayigation Cumpany (Limited), of the other part, )"lill, the said ('()mlJall~o, fur the loonsilll'rat.iulJ~ tberein 
mentioned, did contract and agree that you, the said Cmnpal1~', would lOlJ\1\ ('y En :'Iajesty's mails 
between Galway, in that part of the United Kingdum of Great Britain and Ireland called lreLltld, and 
Bostun, in the United States uf Anll'rica, and between (~alway aforesaid and [,ew York, in the said United 
States, that is to "ay, fortnightly frl)m Gahay tu liostun and from Bust')\l tu G;t!way, am\ furtnig-htly 
from Gah,aY to )..lew Y'lrk and from ~elV York tu Galway alternately, in the manner and f()l' the~krm 
in the said contract mcntiuned, and \\"hich mails wert' to be' 8'1 (Oumocyed by Hwans uf a sut1:icient number 
of <Youd, substantial, and eHicient Sh"11tl yessels, to be in all H'~l)t'd~o, as tl) \(",t'l~, engines, e(Illipllwnts, 
en~ineers, offi("er~, and el"l'\\-, sub.iect in the iirst in:-tancc, and frum time tl) time and at all tin)(','i 
an~r\Var<b, to thl' appruya1 uf the :'aid Cllll1lllissiulll'rf', and of such otlll'r per:'l)ns as should at any time 
or time;:; or from time to time have authurity mil:"r the s:iid CUlllllli~sil)lIers tu inspect, and l";lllIine till' 
same. "\11(\ whereas undcr and hy yil tut' of an "\d of Parliament pa" .. d in the S,'~~i')11 I)i" Parliament 
hulden in the twenty-third and h\Oenty-fuurth \""MS of the reign of lIer ",Laje~t::, fur tral,sfl'lo,ill.C', tl) the 
Pustmaster Generai securities cntered into with the ( ~()mll1is~ioller~ of the Admiralty in rel:ttioll tl) the 
Packet Servicc, all the interests, righh, }l1I\\erS, and auth"ritie6 of' tht' said ( 'Illllmi~,;il)l1<'r~ of; in, tu, and 
out uf the said herein-before recited (Ountload han' becumc transferred to and vested in the P",tlllilstn 
General for the time bei]]!.!o, And whereas hy articks I)f agreement, dated the ~4th day I)f January 181jl, 
and made between thc Right Honour,lhll' Edward Juhn Lunl Stanley of Aldc'rJt.:;. Her "\Iaj"~t~"s Post­
mastcr General fur the time being, of the one part, and YIlU, the Atlantic i{I)FI ~'Lil Stealll Yal-i"oatiun 
C~mpany (Limited), of tl~e othe~' par~, after oreeiting tl:e saioe! artid~'s of agrecnlll1t dated thl' :!l~t day 
of April 18,')!), and the sale! herem-befureo rec~ted Act of Parbame!lt, It \\.'-l~ agol ,ol't! <In.d declared hd\\('ell 
the said P013tmastl'r General and the said (ompany that the SaId herelll-hejol,' rented c0ntract of the 
21st day of April 1859, and the operatiOl: there,ot;~lo\lJuld llt' slls[le~lded and shuuld "~)1ltinlle tu be 
suspended until and .up to the 26th dayo uf 1\Lu ,on 1 ''-'id, and ~hat untll and up tl) the s,ud 26th day uf 
March 1861 the sen-wc,.; by such conlia,,! ('1I11tr;l ded tu l)e PCl"llll"lll(,(\ shuuld nut be perJIIITIIl'd, and that 
the consideration thereby agreed to be paid ~1](Juld nut:](' paid, and by the nm\- re,oioting agTcclllcnt tIll' said 
Company did for ~hemselves, their su~ce3sors and assigns, ;'o\l:n;:llt and ag~rce WIth and to th~ s,jel 1'1I~t­
master General, hiS 5U(,('l'"SUI ~ and asslgm', that they tllC Said Company, then' SllC('l",~iur" or aSSI,~ll", "\Iould 
and would on and aftL'r t!!C s~id 21;th ~ay of !I!arch 1861'0 ,\"ell ~mcl truJy perfurm or .. al~"c to be perf?rnwd 
all and 8ingular the serVices III the said ther~lll and herem-before recltedo tUll!ract particularly mentH;ned, 
at thc times, in the manner, and fur the remalll~er of the terr~1 then l~n(,xl'lre~111l such c?ntract re"IH'dlYcly 
mentioned or referred tc:, oand generally dUring the remalllder u± the sal.d term, III such or th"ol~ke 
manner as if the now recltmg agreement had not been madc and cntered mto, and by the now reloltlllg 
a<rreement it ",as (among other things) agreed and declared that in casc the said ('ufllpany should not on 
a~d after the said 26th day of :\larc11 1861 w~ll and truly p~rform or calls~ to be pcr!'onned the sen i,oes !n 
the said therein-before recited contract par~lcularly mentIOned a~ the tlllles ~md 111 the manne~' tb'l"l'lll 

, essed and thereby commit a breach of :o:moh ('ontrad and of the now reCiting ,I gn'l'illl'llt. It should 
expr , 1 flo 1 0 1 0 0 1 I ' I fO 0 I I be lawful for the Postmaster Genera or. t 1e tmlL' lol' III gi .)y \\Tltlllg ) UllU('r 0 t Ie 11~\lli 0 0 '~It wr to~e 
Secretary or one of the Assistan~, Seeretanes fo~ the tun:,' l)(,lllg of th~ 1 o~t Ofnce', to (It'te~'cli;l' th~' ,aid 
therein-before recited Cllntract \\"~thont any prenous n?tll'~ tu the ,;u'.\ (:l;i1P:ll1)" t'r tl}(,i~o agl'llt:o, ;1(;r 
should the said Company be entitled to any L"OlnpensatlOn III cunsl'<luenL'e of sueh detellllllwtlOl1. lend. 

N 01, whcrcas 
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t tl of May in the year ]861, the said Company did commit 
,rhereas on the 7th day of the ,Presen, n~on \" t f the 21st day of April 1859 and of the said recited 
a breach of the said herem-before reCite, > <:01: ~,~c, 0,] the said Company did neglect to provide a 

f' I 9 'tl d' y of J'llluary lKul, 1l1,1:;mLlC I as d t b 
iI"TI'l'lllellt () tIC -"± I a " - f', , . of' tIle services by such contract covenante 0 e ~ Ii' t t "'el for the per Olmance h 1.' f 
"'oud and d ,'len seam Il ~~ I f I'd thell PI'o\T!'de a steam vessel for t e perlOrmance 0 
"" , ",I tl contnr}T t lereo c I ". 'd 1 
pCr[orn1l'd 1>\' ) Oil, ,lnu on Ie \ d Hi' t steam vessel for the said serYlce, and whlCh sal ast-
~ll('h ,~l'ni<'l:~ whic'h ~\a~ not a g.oO( ,an f .c';]~~ lersons having authority in that behalf~ and. havin.g 
mentIOned """,,1 h:Wlllg been, exa~~n,e(~~,~ of tlIC Admiralty not to have a speed suffiCient III theIr 
been declared ]»~' ,tlip LOf(~s COl,ll,ml..SI~l,e" l' he said Com an's eontraet, was not apprm'ecl of by me. 
opillion for ~hl' l11Ii1lmen~ of tljc ~ttlQ'\(H, l~d oJ { Lord St:uile/of Alderley Her Majesty's Postmaster 
.:\ 0\\', tilerdurp, tc,lkl' 1l0~Il'C t lat " (1\ ,11 ,0 III ':, f' h ower or a:dthority in the said s('\'eral 
Gelleral fur the ~lIl1e be~ng (]J): Ylrtue and ~~\ et,lCbe '~iv:l; thc 21st clay of An~'il ; :"',9 and the 24th 

~;~~e;;;"Y;~~;'::~~'r~:ef~~~l, ;~:l~~(::~! S~~~~?~('~~is(I~lefl~llr:I;;~~li~lg m,e), dt by, thi\\~:rit~ll~: l~ilderpth~ h~~c~f 
Frrderic Hill, E:-;quire, onc uf the Assistant :-;c(:}:etane~ fur t 1e tll1le ,emg r-0 Ie os. m th; 
determine the sai([ herein·before J'l'l'ited contract of the 2

L
1st

d
da,r o[ Ap71A\~09i onlind £I~'esty's 

da T of thc datl' hereof. ,\nd I, the said Edward J;)lm or ;;tallley 0 C er e~, er J. 
1'1~~hnast('r (~('neral, do hen'],y declarc t~lat ,yOli the smd Company shall not be entItled to any com­
pensation i~ l'I,>l:~l''llienCl' of s\lell det:!'llllllatwn. 

Dated tIns fifteenth day of May 1,'-:('l. 
By commanclilf IIer Majesty 's Postma~!,('r General., 

(\'lll'l'al Pl>~t Ollicl', 15th .:\Iay ].'~lil. 
(SJO'ned) 1< HEDERT(, HILL, 

One of the
b 

Assistant Secretaries of the Post Office. 

No. 230. 

1\011', :\LHCOl\lS0;o.; to the POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

Hespectd Friend, l\IaytielJ Factory, POI't!aw, Ireland, 15th May 1861: " 
OUIt Galway agent has cOll1lllLltlicated to me by telegraph thdt ~l1e "C,olL1mb~a, 

arrived yesterday ill Galway, Iws so much damaged her paddle wl~e~ls. III tl17 Ice gOll1g 
into St. .101ln\, i\' ewfoul1clland, for the mails for England, that It IS Illlposslble fLilly to 
repair thC'm ill time' for her saiiil1'" ao'ain on Tllesday next, the '21st instant. 

There bl'illg 110\\', as we have ~dr~ady laid before youI' Lordship, no ship that we, can 
obtaill to charter for to carry out the mails on that elate, I have sought for and obtallled 
a friendly letter ii'olll Lord Bessborollgh, asking YOll to reconsider your decision not 
:1gaill to employ the "Prince Albert" in the service. The" Co!umbia's" teml?orary 
illetiicicllc), havillg ;1riscn, !lot from allY fault on the part of the slllp 01' her machll1ery, 
but from the Iaudabk desire 011 tile part of her commander to bring the Newfoundland 
mails, tllOugh there was much ice of-]' that coast, gives us, I trust you will recognize, some 
little claim to ,Ollr favourable cOI~sideratioll. 

YOllr Lords'ilip i~, I am Sllre, ill declining the " Prince Albert," actuated by the feeling 
that it is essellti;d tInt the British mails should be speedily carried to their destination, 
and I trust before long we \ViII be ill a position to carry them to your Lordship's satisfaction. 
Tlie "Adriatic" with the mails of the '2St! was reported" arri\"ed out" on the 1st, thus 
lliakin,:,;' tIle t;lstest pasf.<lge to America that has yet been made by any ship, and hom the 
l'lIgillc powe!' ill 0111' new ships being 11early double that reguired by the contract, we 
look to ~:lti::;f;lctor) passages £l'om them also when their machinery is in good working 
order. 

}'rolll c('1l\'ers:ltiol1s I have hall with some of Ollr Irish memLers at the House of 
Commons; sillcc, M r. B~xt('r's allusions in the House to the A tl~ntic Company, I expect 
Ill' ha~ before tlllc. heC'n IIJformed that any further attempts on IllS part to throw discredit 
all Ollr Cumpany, which are manifestly only for the purpose of endeavourin(J' to 
pres(,lIe for Ilis ~C'otch Ii iends a mOl1opoly of any subsidies that may be O'ranted for 
C .. il'l) illg the Aillerican mails, will be met by a ullited demonstration fromo our Irish 
lIJelllbers that th~y, v,ill uphold, the claims of aliI' large Lady of Irish shareholders to a 
share of allY SUbSI(hes for cUTylng letters, so very lar1re a nroportion of which is really 
1ri~11 corre~polldE'nce, b 1 

Beillg sanguine that yom Lordship \\ ill give our case your favourable consideration we 
will proceed to prepare thc " Prince Albert" for sailinrr with the mails on the ~lst jnst~nt 
;Jlld a,; wc do not claim any subsidy for carryinO' the~n by her I trust we will find that' I d 1" d' b., we lan: 110t presume too ar III Olllg so. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) W . .M ALCOMSON, 

Chairman of the Atlantic Company. 
The Lord Stanley of ~-\.Iderley. 

No. 231. 
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No. 2.'31. 

(3"1,,687. ) 
1\1 r. F. HILL to l\I r. BOATE. 

Sir, . General Post Office, 16th May 1861. 
I Al\l d.lrected oy the Postmaster General to acknowled,;.:e the receipt of your letter of 

the l~th It1stant, an(~ to refer 'y:1lI to. r~ly cO:l1Inunication of yester?als (bte, in which I 
aCflU:llnted you of Ills Lordsillp s deCISion With rcO"arcl to the terminatIOn of the contract 
with the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation l'?omp~lllY. 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Sign('d) F, HILL. 

No. <!,sQ. 

l\Ir. BOATE to the SECRET,\J{Y to the POST OFFlCE. 

Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company (Limited), 
Sir, 10, Cannon Street, Ke., London, IGth 1'1ay lsGl. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your commulJication of the l.'itl1 
instant, and ill reply the Directors ot the C(lmpany reqllest me to express to Y0lt the hope 
that his Lordship the Postmaster Gelleral, when he is ill po~session of the explanation 
which I am instructed to suomit to him, will see :"ufticient reason to reconsider his 
determ i na tioll. 

In the meantime, and in accordance with the offer contained in the letter which I 
addressed to you on the 1-1:th instant, the necessar', arrangements for the charter of the 
" La Plata" have been completed, alllI slJe \rill l)e ready tt)r the conveyance of the maiis 
to the United States on the 21st instant, subject to the consent of his Lordship the 
Postmaster General. 

I klVe, lYc. 
The Secretary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BOATE. 

No. '233. 

Mr. F. HILL to ?\Ir. MALCOllISON. 

(30,(18,3. ) 
Sir, General Post Ofnee, 17th May 1861. 

I AM commanded by the Postmaster General to inform YOll, in reply to your letter 
of the 15th instant, that since it was written his Lordship hr,s felt it his duty to terminate 
the contract with the Atlantic Royal ~rail Stearn Navigation Company, ~;1ll1 that no 
further vessel will sail, therefore, under the stipulations of that contract. 

I ,1m ,&c. 
·W. Malcomson, Esq., Portlaw, Ireland. (Signcd) F. II ILL. 

No. '2:31<. 

Mr. F. HILL to l\!r. DO.HF. 

(4,82 L.) 
Sir, General Post Office, 18th :'ITa)' t8(i1. 

h reply to your letter of the 1Gth insta,nt, I am d.ircc~ed b)',t,h~ P~stlllastl'~ U.en~ral 
to state that an)' arrangement made by tile AtlantIC hoy,d l"l.arl StC:1.m Na\,lgatIo~1 
Company for the hire of" La PI~ta" StC~ll11 vessel 1ll1lS.t be wholly rrrespectI\'e of the lllarl 
service, the contract for that serVIce havlIlg been termIllatcd. 

I am, &c. 

A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

(lS~.) a ~o. '2.35. 
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No. 23.5. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

Atlantic Royal .Mail Steam t\avig<ltion Company (Li~ited), 
Sir 10, Cannon Street, E.C . .' London, 20th Max 1~61. 

NOT'~JTHSTANDING the notification which the Dlrec~ors have rec~lved from the 
Postmaster General of the termina~io\l of the postal serVIce bet\\:een tillS Compa~.y, al~CI 
the Government, the Directors, hav1l1g regard to th.e pre~ent anx.!Ous &t;lte o~ a~alls 111 

America, and the great importance in a commerCIal pomt of VIew of con t1l111mg the 
communication uetwecll the two countries by the shortest route (nal11el)" f~'om Gal:vay 
and St. John's, Newfolll1c1lanc1), and t1~l1S obtai.uing ~\l~I forwarding the ;arhest Il1~Or~atl~n, 
have desired me to convey, for the lIlfOrmatIOll of IllS Lordsh 1p, the I ostn~astel benel a!, 
their illtention of despatching the steam ship" Pri!1ce Albert,"~fter the, arn~)al of the ~1311 
train at Galway to-morrow afternoon, the L.2ht 1I1sta11t, for ;)t. Jolt:) s, Newfoun,tlLmc1, 
amI New York, without making any charge whatever, or demanchng any SUbSIdy or 

compensation. . ' ' , 
In makinO' this offer the Directors are prompted only by a desIre to fml1Ish additIOnal 

means of co~veying information between the two countries by letters and telegrams. 
I have, &c. 

The Secretary, General Post Office. (Siglled) A. BOATE. 

No. '.2.3G. 

1\1r. F. HILL to ::\Ir. BOATE. 

(3Ci,lOl. ) 
Sir, General Post Oflic'c, 21st l\lay 1861. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of yom letter of yesterday's date (which, 110we\,er, 
was not delivered at this office until after 11\·e p.m.), stating that it was the intention of 
the Atlantic Conlpany to despatch the steamer" Prince Albert" from Galway this after­
noon for KewfoLlndlancl and New York, after the ani, al at that port of the mail train from 

Dublin. 
Prel-luming that the object of your letter was to offer to convey a mail oy the" Prince 

Albert" (although it is not so e:-.. pressed), I beg to inform you that it is not the practice 
of this office to forward by a pri\'ate ship letters which ,He not specially addressed to be 
so forwarded. 

It does not appear that any letters were posted here addressed to be sent by the 
" Prince Albert." 

I am, &c. 
A. Boate, Esq. (Signed) F. HILL. 

No.237. 

Mr. BOATE to the SECRETARY to the POST OFFICE. 

.. Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company (Limited), 
Sn',. ,10, Cannon Street, London, 29th l'vl ay 186l. 

1 ,DI ~ns,trllcted h,v the Dlr?('tor~ of the Atlantic Royal Mail Steam Na\'igation Com­
pan)' (Lll11Ited) to make the follo\\'111g statement in reference to the notification received 
hom YOll on the 15th inst~l11t of the illtention of llis Lordship the Postmaster General 
to pu.t an end to the contract entered into between the Company alld tile Lords of the 
Adllmalty uncler date of '2 bt April 18']9 for the postal senice between G,tlway ancl the 
Gnited States of America, 

The Direc,tors. d~sirel:espec.tflllly tn OfftT tl~eir protest against this act, and to urge 
upon Ill,; LOi J~hlp a consJ(1cratlOl1 of tile follo\v1I10' statement 

?'I~e Dire~~ors. \~ollid contend, first, th,at. thet:> Company 'have strictly performed the 
~el !n,s of th~ll cO!1tract, and they are of Op1l1lOn that on explanation and reconsidel ation 
It mil be found that the alleged ground for putting an end to the contract is not 
tenahle. 

Assuming, ~10wever, for a moment the legality of such notice accordil1O' to a strict 
]e~al constructIOn of the contract, the Directors sui)mit with the utmost co~fidence that 
a~~er the s.t,ateme!1t and .explanat.iol1 which they propose to lay before his Lordship facts 
'''~II be dl!;cl.os~l1 suffiCient to .mduce the Postmaster General to withelraw it, upon the 
glOllnd that It IS a se"ere exercIse of the power vested in the Government, and that such 

an 
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an exercise of it is a most unusual step, and one tending to create great dissatisfaction, 
not onl.y to the shareholders in this Company, bllt to contractors and to the public, and 
one winch \\'ol~ld not be followed were the contract between individuals, and that in 
fact the. exerCise of. SllCh a power, vested in the Postmaster General by Act of Parlia­
n~ent, wlll be one of the severest measures that has ever been adopted Linder similar 
ClrCLl mstances. 

In expla~nill~ the position of the Company, the Directors deem it necessary to revert 
to tile speCial. circumstances connected \\ith the contract. They feel, if allY case could 
?e made aga1l1st them of any omission or any '>"ant of exertion on their part or failure 
111 tl

i
le performance of any portion ot' the contract arising by the default of the Directors 

or t Ie Company, they would not be ill a position to appeal so 5trol1O'Iy to the Postmaster 
General and to Her ~L~jellty's Government for the resul1lption ofbthe contract entered 
into; but the Directors undertake to satisfy his Lordsbip that in every detail, from the 
da.te of the c(IlJlract to the present time, no single act which could lJave been accom­
phs.he.d k,s been ol1litte<.i, and that the delay in the completion of the ships, and any 
omISSIOn as to the punctual performance of the service, have not arisen from any circnm­
stance which the Directors could by possibility control. 

The Directors ell tertain a hope that if tlley can satis(y the Postmaster General of 
these t:ICt5, so great an injustice will not be dOlle to the Company and the public and to 
Ireland as to put an end to a mail service of this importance-important as regards the 
Company and the shareholders, whose interests are deeply involved, important as regards 
the commercial part of the question, and especially important as regards Ireland. 

Prior to the 21 st April 1859 the Company were ill possession of a colonial contract 
made with the colony of ~\e\Vfoulldla!l(1 fur a postal cOlllll1unication between Galway, 
Newfoundland, and the United States of .:\merica. This contract was dated the 
QQd October 1858, ancl stipulated for the payment of a subsidy to the Company of 
1S,0001. per annum, and at the date of the Irnperi,d contract the COl1lP~lI1y was per­
forming this postal service. 

On the '21st April 10·:>9 a contract was entered illto between Her i..lajct,ty':-:. Government 
and this Company, intitulecl "Galway, Bostoll, <.lllll K cw York l\1ails," and was a contract 
comprising the performance of Q mail service between Gal\Y;iY, Boston, New York, and 
the United States of America. 

In pursuance of tllis contract the Company took steps to con:-:.truct four large and 
powerfl,l steam ships with a view of carrying out the proposed service in a full and 
complete manner. The preparation of tile lines, plans, and specifications of ships of 
such size and power necessarily occupied some time; but Oil the 10th day of JUlie 11)59 
arrangell1ellts were sufficielltly advancetl to enable the COlllJ:all), to enter into a contract 
with Messrs. Palmer and Co., of ~\f"cwcastle, for the construction of two of the sliips at 
a cost of 0.'),0001. c:\ch ship, and on the 15th of the same lllonth they ~;igned another 
contract with M cs~r:-;. S:ll11l1elsol1 and Co., of Hull, for the COl1:-;truCtioll of tWO other ~hips 
at a cost price of 07';5()OZ. each. By the poo,tal contr,\, t it \"[~s provided. that the s.hips 
should be 2,000 tOllS and of ,1..50 horse-power eacli, while the Directors bavlng' cleterll1l11ed 
to leave nothin,:; undone to carry out the senice elficielltl):, entered il}to contract: fiJr 
constructing ships of '2,750 ton:, aild SOO llOrsc-po"er, belllg largely 111 eXCESS of the 
tonnaue and power melltioned ill the jJu~tal contract. 
Th~ lines, plans, and specifications of the ships thus contracted for were submitted to 

the approval of the Board.of Admiralt)', ~lJlrl ,vere apprm'ccl by. them. . 
The builders of the ShIpS were bliliders of well-known elll1l1el1Ce, and no bargall1 or 

stipulation was mJcle with a \'iew, of lowerill~ .the trice to Le paill for the ships, the 
Company having stipulated only lor :'cs:>cb effiLIe~}t tor t.be purpose. , 

As some justification for the fclectlCll of the lJlldder~, It li:::y be ~·ern;lI'.l\ed that i\hssr~. 
Palmer amI Co. had been employed by the Go\,crnljlellt as :'lhIP builders, and were 
sllbseqllell~ly to lhe date ~f the Company's contract also e111}Jloyed by tile Go\'elilment 
in the con:itruction of an Iron-cased frIgale of be~weell S,UOO and "1.,OUO tons, and which 
has been recl.:'ntly launched.. ..' 

The Directors took every pussIble l,r,cautIOTl 111 theil' contracts to enSllre the COI1-

strnction of ships efficient in build and in power and their delivery within the tilll~ 

required for tile service. . ',' . 
The bllilders' c,intr~,cts provide that the ve~sel~ ~.holild b:~ l)lIdt ~I tl:e "Lest materIals, 

" in a substantial an.1 workmanlike manner, and fil1ls11l'd 111 sllpellOr st~ Ie; and that the 
" whole of the wOlks :i:lOuld be done under the imi.ectioll <lllli subjecL to the approval 
" of the Company, or their surveyor for the til1Je .li('iilg, and by \\'hom all. materi~l]..; 
" shollid be approved, and that the COIDliail.Y or theIr su\"\'eyor, alld also th.e Ii'spcct.ors 
" of the Admiralty and of Lloyd's shoul: have a(CCc:3 at :;]1 reasollable tur:es dUl"ll1G 

o '2 " the 
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" the progress of the works to examine the san~e, and t~Ja,t t?e whole of the work~ 
" should be properly and substantially filstened t~) the satIsfactIOn of the C,orn~any OI 

" their surveyor for the time ~e.illg," and ~he bUIlders were also uncler obl~gatlons to 
do such works to the vessels, fittlllgs, machIl1ery, and appurtenances, whethel shown or 
described in the drawings or speciricalions or not, as were necessary to make first-rate 

paddle-wheel steam \'cs,cis. . ., 
I-lavincr rccrarcl to the contract entered into by the Company wlth Her Majesty s 

Governr:ent ~nd further with a ,iew of ensuring ships of an effiCient and,perfect character, 
the Director~ inserted another clause in the contracts, by which the bUilders covena~lted 
that they would" upon the delivery of the said vessels respect,ive.ly, deliver to th~ Com­
" pany the ccrtificate of the Board of Tr,tde that eaclr ves"e.l IS 111 accordance ,wlt,h the 
'! requisitiol1s of the Board ofTlade, and also that each of~~ld vessels w~le,n deliveled by 
" them to the Company should be in such ~tat~ and COn(lttIOll as to sa~lsfy the B,o~rd of 
" Aclmiralty, to enable the Company to obta1l1 ,trom the Board of ,l\drrmalty a celuficate 
" of such s;ltisfactioll, and that each of the Said vessels when delJvered should be equal 

" to 9 years A 1 at Lloyd's." . 
The time for the COlllmencement of the postal sernee was by contract fixed fo~' the 

Itlonth of June 18(iO, that is to say; fourteen months from the date of the Admiralty 

contract. 
In these contracts the builders were bOllnd to deliver the ships withill twelve months 

from the date of the contract, so as to bl' ill ample time for the performan~e of the service, 
and they inserted a clau~e making the builders responsible for penaltIes for allY delay 

beyond the time stipulated. " 
The Directors, in providing for the COllstructlOn of the ShIpS, took also every meallS to 

urge upon the builders the importance of their fulfilling their engagements, but it was 
evident that the construction of ships of such enormous tonnage and power was a work 
of immense difficulty and anxiety. 

I am desired to call the attention of the Postmaster General to the fact that, although 
three ships would perform the service, the Directors had taken the precaution to order 
four ships in the iirst instance, so as to ensure punctuality and efficiency, and provide 
against allY accident. 

The Directors tnlst his Lor,Jship will be convinced that every efic))t which foresight 
could suggest had been made by them, and that every step in their power had been taken 
to ensure the punctual commencemcnt and efficient perforlllance of the service. 

They therefore confidently submit that under these circulllstances they are not 
responsible for allY omission or delay on the part of the builders to lleliver these enormous 
ships within the time stipulated. 

It is clue to the builders to refer to the great tOllnage and power of the ships and the 
numerous special rcC]uirements to claim for them some indulgence and excuse for havincr 
occ\lpied more time in their constructiolI of these ships than was stipulated for in th~ 
contracts. Bllt though the Directors have done all in their power to ensure a full and 
faithful performance of the sen'ice, alld any omission or delay arising with respect to the 
commencement or the pc:'f?rl11an~e of the service would be one which in ordinary 
contracts should \lot be vblte(l WIth any se\'ere measure as against the contractors, still 
they feel bound to state that there are other cOl1siderations with respect to the contract 
which they respectfully contend completely and entirely exonerate them from all blame 
and justify ~hem .in ask in; at the bands of Her :0,L~esty's Government the most full and 
liberal conslderatlOll of the que5tion, alld a recall of' the notification for putting an end to 
the contract. 

,The, circLll~1stallc2s to which the Directors allude are the political questions which were 
raised lInmedlately after the grant of the contract, and with which tile Directors had no 
connexion :vhate\'c,r, cU:d oV(?,r \:'hich .they had n~ control, and the suspension, as it were, 
of the rllnnlllg ,of ~lle time wltl~1l1 ",lllch the service was to begin, it is submitted that the 
c~nseC]uence of tillS state of tllIngs ollght not in fairness and justice to be visited on the 
Company. 

In ordinary transa.ctions it has. always .been held that if any circumstance arose with 
re.ference to .one of th.e contractIng partlcs \\ hich tended to delay, or which interfered 
,,?th the ordlllary pertorll~ance of the contr~ct,. the party in reference to which such 
cl,rcu~~stances may.have ansen \Yo,uld n~t b~ JustIfied, legally ,or equitably, in any severe 
01 fOlc~d co~stru,ctlOn .of the contI act ~s agamst the other pdrtles, who had been innocent 
of any IdentIficatIOn WIth the cause of lIlterference. 

Had the cor:tract of April 1859 not been interfered with there would have been no 
~~lay, whatever III the commencement of the service in J LIne 1860, and in its full and 
iaIthtul performance. 

Imme-
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Immediately, however, after the dale of th2 contract Parliament was dissolved and SOOI1 

after the opening of' the new session, llallleh', in J ul \' 1859, a Committee was ~pllointed 
by tI.le Hoyse of Commons to illquire into tl~e subjcc:t of postal contracts gel1eLllly, bllt 
specIal referellce w:~', Iw:de to the Galway COil tract, alld it was openly and di,;tinctiv 
assel:ted that the y~!Jdlt.Y of Sllcll contract would OC called ill fluestion, and in amI out of 
Parliament ~he suhJect ',vas cO!1llllOnly di~;cu;,~e(l. 

J:l~l\'erse lll~ere~ts adoP5ecl evcry ~t('p to prcjllc1ice tile C,1Uc:e of the Company, and 
pol~l1c~l! questlOlls \:'ere LtlSed, alld charges made :lc,aillst tiJe !ilr!ller Go\'(':rlllllent, which 
pr~JlJ(llced most serlou,,]y the, interests aile! procccding,~ of tile COl1lpany. 

It was hopt>d that the Parlialllelltary COllllllitt(>e appointcd ill ille month of Juh' l:~,iD 
would II'lvC made a report ill reft'rellce to tile Galway contract oeiore the close 'of tile 
s~ssion: It LlileJ, IIOWC\'er, to do ",), anc! ill the earl,l' part 01' till' s('s,io11 of" lSi;() tile 
C01111111ttee was re-appOltlted, bllt the report of slIch COI1lI11ittee as re:,:ard-i the Galway 
contract was 110t made until the '2'2d of l\Lty I>;lj(), III tllis rep'lIL it W<iS stalecl, ill 
reference to the Galway C'olltract, " it l('ill, (!/col!/'se, I!/' open ill Purlim)/.{'JI! to del,line to 
" cutl' the muw:,! jill' ('uT/:I/iJig o/{t the l'l))ilral'/, filit .'/UU)' CII/ilmittl'e is not tt'I'l)(II'I'rf to 
" )'cI'()lIIlJ1l'nd this 1'!lIlI'SI'." 

This report f:lrnisl}('d :ltnple 111ater;al~ tn the 0PJlr)llC'Il~" of tLe line tu jthtifl' their 
constant sta~en](:'llt~, which were repeatedl,\' jluhli,":led, c~I!lillg ill CjliC:it:n:1 tllc \':llidity of 
the contract; and tlte ,llolluts throwtl Itp011 it \\'erl~ l'ull"iticr"bly ~tJ(,llgtllellt'd b:: a letter 
addressed by the Treasllry to the Co 111 pcllll' , lI,de:' date of tile ~'2rl of JlIne l:-:l()U, ill 
which it was sbtea,- . 

" Under these ('ircumsllllll'l's if isimJwssiMI? fur ilnir lordships tl) jiJl,eteill'lwl 
" lJIay I.Jp the decisio/l ~r PI/)'I/((IIlI'i/I, 01', wi/if till' jii/!d rtP/))'t 1!f't!li> ('II/!I!ilittee 

" is III ([dl', to gin? 1111,1/ pfi>d!..!,'I' ((S If) tlte ('!J/{I'Se {chic/t. tlte (jlil'i'J'II1J1I'lIl nUl!! tldJ/!,' 
" it their duty to (fdopt." 

The questioll, however, was tillally set at rest, bllt not lll:til thc fILl! I\.II:~'iISt l'-;:~(), L1pon 
the discllssion which took place Oil the \"(lte for till' slih;illy. 

The estimate il:Hl lwen takl'n Ollt of the ordin:ll'Y c"t:llutl':':; d' th,,' \'l'ar, ~lJId it fi)l'Ined a 
subject of'repeated ql1C;,tiOIlS by 11lC'l1lhcIS of Pa;:ii:l'llellt o;lj1o.:;t'd to tiJe grallt; it also 
formeLi the subject of l!i;,clls,~ion in Ltrli:lIl1ellt; nild filially tile (;O\'l't'll!lletlt promiscd to 
have the vote !illLmitted as a c;pecial vote Oil SUi11l' l'\'cl:ill;":' to lie,' :l;';Tced UP()I), whell the 
whole question would be opell, thus sepr{)'(ftillg it .Ii'lllll (III 111(' otfll'l' (lntilllil;l/ l':ifcs (!/ till' 
sesswn. 

After a division in the I-lollse, l]()we\'C:r, the "ute fill' the sulhilly was carried on the 
9th August 1860, and the contract therehy confirmed. ' 

It mllst be n:marked that this occurred sixtcen 111011ths aftcr the date of the Comp:Il1Y's 
contract, and not ulltil two months after the time actttally llamed for the COlllmCllCel1lent 
of the service. The Directors, therefore, submit th~tt tlley are entitled tu tile whole of 
that period of sixtel'n months, and that their obligation to pil'p:tn' for the COllll11CI1CCtllCllt 
of the service' should strictly date from the ~ltil .c\Ugtist lSGO, wllcn the Hotlse of 
Common') confirmed the gl'ant, amI that thereforc they should not be compelled to 
commence the cOlltract ulltil October 1:-.;61. Up to the ~th of Aug-wt l~,(;') it was clearly 
a matter of lillcertail1ty, and ill cOl11mon fairness the Directors ask tllat they slwuld not 
be pr~jucliccd by the deby OCClirietl in the diSctl~,;i()n d' political and othcr matters 
inYolvin(r the validity of the conti act, and not in any mallner alt'l'cting the conduct of the 
C(lmpan~', but which disclls~ions had tile dfcc,t of seriously injuring the C()IllP~tlly alld 
crippling tlleir powers ill preparing for the serV1CC. 

It callnot be denil:'d uut that the proceedings ill Parliament hall a prejlldicial cfiect on 
the blli!d(~rs as well as Oil lile power of the Directors. The builders cOllld !lot be 
expected to press on with zeal their works, amI the Directors were' umble to enforce 
hom the shareholders the calls allLl COlltrioutions on tlie' shares at a ]:eriod whl:'11 it ",';as 
openly a\'owed and stated that the contract wOlild be cancelled, 

This difficulty was increased by the cOllsideration that had tile contract been set aside 
by Parliament, thcr~ w~uld h:l\'e beell ,:ery great los~ upon the ~,lli,ps then in cOl:rsc 
of construction. Stdl, 1I1 the presence of these allllost Insuperable dtfilcultles, and against 
the influence and efforts of interested parties, and Ilotwithstanding tile political dis­
cussions constantly renewed to the very seriolls prejlldice of the Company, tile Directors 
~eclulollsly and zealous]y laboured to fulfil, tileir part of ~he (:ont~'act, lJ~termi,ned not to 
spare any exertion or expense to accompltsh the great oOJCct I,ll \Jew, 1 ~ hey felt that the 
interests of their shareholders were threatened, but tiley also felt that tl1lS great contract, 
important as it was to the interests of Ireland, should not uc damaged U)' any act or 
omissions on their part. 

The Directors challenge iIHluiry as to the course they had adopted, and unhesitatingly 
o S assert 



( 110 ) 

assert that in no one sing~e in~tal1ce have they omitted, to, do what was required of them 

f' II the oblio"ltlOns llTI})Osed upon the Comp,U1:. toperorma b" 'I t 
The Directors painfully arrive at the cOl1clllSiol1, that these ~lrCt1ms=a,I1?,e," ,lave ~o 

I I ' I . d 1 tllat tlle v l!'lve )]ot kld filII opportLll11ty (jf eXplall1l11g them. beell (" \' CUnSI(ele ,ant I ' , I' I I 1,1 h 
u

l 
' I 't tll'lt tile i'0!l111'lnV ouoht not to be J)reJI1( Icer, nor s lOll ute 

They lOwever, Sll )ml, '-:,' J ~ '. ,t', I I I' 
, , ' t f tile sll'lreholders be sacrIficed by such call~es, and the Dnectol s ee t lat t ley 
ll1tClCSSO ' , 'g I' (h t tl 
Invt.' 1lot had that consideration which t,hey were ,Jllst,lllf( 111 expec mg" L1, 011 ,le 

, that the Company' has been hardly dealt WIth III mallY r2~pects III conneXIOn 
contrary, ,. " It' I' t1 [' I t accel)t with the COli tract, both ill the infliction of senOLlS ]..lena les am III 1e rc' LIsa ? . , 
I ' 'f' , tile performance (Jf the service, and the refusal also to sLlspend the service untIl 

SllP:; 01 . P (' J d th', t ' the bt June next, as originally pressed llpOll the ostmaster Jcnera, all IS ,0 ,\11 

extent which the Directors conceive was not warranted by the proceed'l1W, an~ w,hl,ch IS 
unparalleled either as between th~ G?\'el'l1mellt and the contractors or oet\\een 1l1Lhndllal 
cuutractors in ordl11ary cornmerclal life. 

The Company u:nuld, under these CirC'ltlllltancr:s, fWllI' ?een justified in requesting ({ 
postpolleJllent f!fthe tilile Jill' tlte comlilencemellt (!/ the :;CIT/ce, , 

It wa', however, urged upon them that the commencement of the sel:vlce, at th,e 
timc stipulated was an indispensable, condition, m,ld that any shortcOt1l111g 111 tIllS 
respect wOllld jllstify the opponents 01 the measure In call1l1g lIpon the Government to 
terllJin:lLc the COil tract. 

The Directors therefore determined to commellce the service on the ~~riliJ of .June 
18(;0, ami this they did at a time whell tbe validity of the contract was still ill q'lestioll, 
ullll abolit two months before P,lriiamcnt had actually confirmed the contract. 

:Since that period the Company h;t\'e struggled against unexal1'q,,](,'d difficlllties, but in 
all C:!~;L',~ IIp to the month of March It)li 1, the period named for the reCOl11mel1Cemellt of 
the service ullder the Ilew an angelllent made with tile Postl11;l~iter General, they llUve 
done their Iltmost to PCdlJl'll1 the ~el'\'ice, bllt the Po.st OHlce Departmellt has inflicted 
~2\'ej'C Fcnalties UpOIl the COl1lpany tt)r any c'~)l1Cess:oll which h;ls been granted to them, 
l1ot\\'ithstandillg the special and IInprece !ellted circumstances beiore mentioned. 

Having regard to tlle<e facto, the conviction has heen forced UpOll tile minds of the 
Directors tll"t /1'']11 the commellCCflH'nt d' the contract ill J line 1860 down to the 
receipt of your letter of the 15th May instant, noti(ving to the COll1pa:lY the intention to 
put all end to it, tile Compall'y bU'. e n;)t received at the hands of the Post Office that 
c(Jls;del';ltioll which they h~ld a right to expect, and the correspondence has been of a 
c11;lracter not c;dculated to give the Directors ally hope t!lat tllei!' efforts for the faithful 
and full performance of tile service wi1\dcl be failly or liberJlly entertained, 

This disagreeable impre-;si'ln Oil the minds of the Directors has becll created by n~any 
circlIl11',t::nc(:'s, amongst which mily be specially named,-

First. WIlell the Postm:1ster Generill fixed the ~[)th June for the commencement of 
the contLlct, the Company suggested that the colonial mails (viz., those for N ewfound­
LInd) fixed ft)(' departure on Satllrcby the '2.3d J LIne 1.'560, mia'ht be mero'ed into the 
service for T'le"day the Q0th of the same month, so as to °scn'e the Company the 
obviollsly 1ll111ecessary step of sending two ships over precisely the same line to St. J'ohn's, 
j~ being admitted that the ser:onrl flhip was much larger and faster than the first, and 
tnat the ch;1\lge would 1I0t in any manner prejudice the commercial intercst. (Vide 
Appendix A.) 

The request was refllse(l by the then Postl1l,aster General, and the Cumpany \vere put 
to, the needles'i and ullnecessary expense and n~k of sending two sllips, within t!lree days 
of l',:ch (~ther, over precisely the same line, without any corresponding advantage to the 
commerCial publiC, 

Sl'colll,lly, Th~ Post ()ffic~ ,Department in July 1860, prior to Lord Stanley of 
Alderley s accessIOn to the 111ll11sterial control of that Department, compelled the Com­
P:l,~l.\: t~ pay a ,fine of LOo()l, under exactl?, similar circLlmstances, as a pellalty for per­
~~liltIl1;-., the ( om)lal~y to send th~ Newfoundland mails by the ship leaving on the 
~r~l~?: that mont!l, Instead ofsendtng them on the ~lst. (Vide Appendix E.) 

11~Il(Jly. Oil tIllS Y()yag~ ,the then Postmaster General inflicted a fine of 5001. upon 
the ~on,l'pany as the" condItIOn upon which, they were permitted to send the mails by 
the P11l1:e Albert, (one of the most effiClt'nt steam ships afloat) so that for accedinO' 
to ~hat \\'hlch the Directors contend was a most reasonable and proper request the Post 
Of1!ce compelled the Company to pay 1,5001. in addition to the ordinary obli'O'ations of 
the!f contract. b ' 

Fourthl~', In June 1860, notwithstanding the difficulties the Company had h d t 
contend \nth; the then Postmaster General refused to accept the" Parana" (whic~ th~ 

Company 

.. 
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Company had chartered at ,great expense, in order ~o fully carry out the requirements of 
the, Contract,) ~or the serVIce, although she was 111 Galway Bay, ready to receive the 
mads, and was 111 power and tonnage and in speed fully within the terms and conditions 
of the, cont,ract, an~ capable of performing the voyage. 

This refysal obliged the ~ompany to put on the" Connaught," the first of their new 
ves~els w~lIch hal~ been dehvered for that voyage; but this ship having' met witb an 
accident 111 steamlllg out of the harbour, was obliged to return to her moorillc:,", 

Communication was then made to London for instructions, and for permi'~sion to put 
the mails on boar,d the" Parana," (being a con,til:gency especially provicled for by the 
contract,) and wInch could have been done WIth III a few llOllrS, but the Post Office 
refused to give it, and ordered the mait bogs to be sent to Cork to meet some trans o 

Atlantic st.eamer. The mails were accordingly forwarded, and wereontheir'sa\'to 
Cork, but urgent applications and remonstrances having been again made) inslrllctl"lL', 
were IIltimately given to put tbe mails 011 bnard tile" Parana," and they were brollgllt 
back to Galway, a telegraphic messag~ having callgllt the train cOllveying' the mailS at 
some intermediate station, and afterwards forwarded to America by the " Par:ll1~1," 

Fii'thly, In August 1860 the Postmaster General again il1lpo~cd a fine of ,;uU, lIpon 
the Company as the consideration for permitting the" Prince JJbert" to depart \\'itil 
the mails on the 28th of that month, in addition to the penalties imposerl b~v the 
contract. 

Sixthly. On a subsequent occas:on the Postmaster General imposed upon tllC' Company 
a penalty of 3,0001. for not commencing the service under the new [lrrang'CI11ent nil tlw 
26th of l\Iarch 1861, although this inabilility arose from an accident to the" Hibernia" 
by a hurricane, a CirCl11l1stance over which the Directors co,!Id ha\'c llO possible control, 
and notwithstanding that the Company tendered ill substitution a chip of e2,,)ii! tOilS and 
800 horse power to replace the" Hibernia" on this \'oyage, 

In considering the onerOLlS nature of the penalties which kwe thus beL'n inflicted llikHl 
the CompallY, it. is of the til most importance to bear in mind that the cnntract i~ a pell;ll 
one, the pcnalties being most unusual and more se\'ere than :lily imposed in any similar 
service, and that tiJcrd()re any penalty or fine under slich circllmst;!llC('~, in addition to 
those stipulated for by the contract, were matters of great, and, ;lS the Directors vellture 
to sllbmit, of llnllccessary hardship to the Company, 

Indepcm1elltly, however, of these fines, the Directors con',ider that in another al;d 
more important point they have been hardly dealt witli, 

They lIOW particlliarly refer to tile serioLls qllestion relating to the ~<e\\lolllldlalld 
subsidy and the construction of the Imperial contract which W;IS attempted to be forced 
upon the Company, to .the elfe~t that the Co~pany were b,ollnd to take mails to ;--;t. 
John's, Newfoundland, III adchtlOn to telegraphic messages, Without allY extra payment 
beyond tllat mentioned in the Imperial contract, thu~ se,ekillg to ,depriv(~ the Coml.>all,\~ of 
the subsidy of 13,0001, a year payable ullder the betorc-mentlOned contract WIth the 
Newfoundland Government. 

By the terms of the Ill1peri~1 contract of April 18;50 the Directors were not lJOlInd 
to do more tllan carry telegraphIc mess8ges to St. John s. 

The Directors laiel before the Postmaster General the correspondence and minutes 
of letters hom the Lords of the 'Treasury, which fl1rni~ih the most incolitroYertilJle 
evidence tlwt it never was the intention of the Go\'ernmellt that the CompallY shollld 
unclertrtke any sLlch obligation, and this view \\'as distinctly C'ollfirl1l0d tinder tile 
authority of the Department of the Admiralty, where till' postal COlltract \\as actli~dly 

prepared. . 
The Postmaster General, however, insisted that the Company were hound to tal\(' 

mails to St. John's, Newfoundland, hy their engagement with the Engli,b Government, 
although thi" was clearly .never cOlltemplat~cl by ttle contra~til1~' parties, 

On this poi?t 1 am dcs~red to call attentIOn t.o th,~ follow,lllg facts. :- j 

The J:llpenal .contra,ct IS dated the 21st Apnl IS:.·U.; prIor t,0 tIllS the CO~lpany, were 
performillg a mad serVIce L1nde,r a colonial contract Wltl! thc (.J~\'CrI:Llle~lt ot Ne\do,ul1r!­
land to carry a monthly mat! between Galway and St. John s, l\ew!oundlancl. fillS 

contract was elated 22d October 1858. 
III the early part of l~,)U this Company sent in a tender to the Brit}sh Government, 

offering to carry the American mails betweel~ ~al\\'ay and Dost~)n, HalIfax or Portland, 
and New York. The tender was expressly htmted to these mails. 

It was stlted, however, that the Company would be able to carry telegrrtphic Il1rss:'ges 
to St. John's, Newfoundland. 

On the Q'2d day of FebJ'llary 18jU, a letter \\,:is addrcs.~ed by the Treasury to the 
Company informing them,-

" Tlwt 
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, 1 l euter into a contract with them for the 
II Thai their LOl'dships ltouM ~e !I J'epaljec ',!, 0, lit to and jj'om GaZzl)ay and New York 

I '/ nee m every 01 ,mg , 
" cOJlve.1JaJlce ~f tie 1}7m s, ~, " . 
" and GoZW(/,Y and Boston. I ' ft renee wh:ltever was made eltheras to dehvenng 

III this letter it will be secn t 13t no
f
, Ie ell' I 

J ' s'wes at New ollnc ,\I1C. I C 
mails or telegrap llC mes" '" " J I tt 'a" "l'I(ll'cssecl b)' the Treasury to t Ie olllpany, . I 1\1' ' I 181":9 '1llOt lcr e cr \\ .>" ' II ., • I 

011 the 15t 1 ,lIC 1 J, II lIthe Tre'lSlH)' to the Admll'altv, (llrectllig t Ie 
, of '1 letter ac (resscc ly , . b Jr- . 1 tl' '! 

cncloslIlg a, cOPY, '. ' fio]' the CO Ill: {'/j If lice vy this Comprfll.'J.lJ a urtn~!! I ;Y 11Iaz, 

" jJl'l'j){I]'({/llill I!I ([ ,rlll/I,llact l'B t n awz'Go/lCmJ UIle! JI/ew York alternately. 
" 81'1'(/(1', vel1teen (7(/ /I (1.11 ({II( as a , , " 1 .. I t: 

' 1 1. 'I ,'l~' J' SUI'\' to the AdillJr~llty was also dated 15th 1\ al c 1 18J!), The lettCi' addressee u)' L II ltd • 

and relates to,- 'G I ,I D t i 
f t .. t I Y a mail servIce between a way ellH os on all( " The pcrformance 0 a can 1,le, ) c 

" (',I " " 1 N ,York alternately. It also states,- . , , 
1'\,",1) ,lIll 1 e\\ II t' ,t I'~liver tel(,(1T<lI)i1ic messages either at St. John s, New-
"1 he Company at a , IIlle's 0 (:-, ,"',:", " 

"f' 11 I ,t H'lihx Nova Scutla, wltlll)) ~IX d,IYS. , 
ollnc aulc, a}. a ,I,' t"' j'Oll \\'IS conccl'lled it was never contemplated or llltcndetl 

So far t 1erClorc, as 111 en I " " J I '0 
either b; the Trea,.,ury or the <;=omp:my to carry mads t) St. 011) s. 

Sec()'ldly as to the constrllctlon. ~- 'I "T . 1 . t ' 
~rl . t t '" entl'tloll "G,tl\\"I\' Boston and New 1 ork mal S. • t proVIl es l\l ('I ms 

1e con rac h c " , , , , J v ,I' I ' I t' . 
It tl t ' t'lble for m'lil~ betweeJl Galway and Boston and N cw j 01 .. 011 ), ane 01 an c 1 y 1 C 1111 e-, ~ " 1 f' II, I 

lkli\'(.'ry oftcll'gTapitic me:'>sagc::; at St. John's, New Dlllll alll. 
The' cIa usc ~~t page three pr,~\'ides,- " '" " , 
" Th~it all the \l'~Eels ",hall, both on the outward and home\\ 31 C! \ 0) age~'l c,tll ,;t St. 

" John's, Xe\dollndland; and that the sliLl COl1lpany sh~\11 cOJlvey 111 the sail vess",~, to 
" alld 1'1'0111 :l1Jd cause to be dc·li\,cred and )'ccel\'ed at ,each of the port,s and places 
" at \\ hiel! tlte said \,l's~eL.; are to proceed, call, or tOllch I'? perform~1nce of the contract, 
" all slicil ct Her ~\lajesty's mails, pa~sengt']'s and telegraphic ll1es~ages as shall have to be 
" deliverer! or recei\:ed at ::,uch pbces respectively." 

The clall~e then rekl s to time-table A. 
The obvi(HIS constrllction of this is governed by thc word " respectively," that is to 

say, th,lt the Company shall dl'liver at eael,l of the ports or places,-
" Such Illail~, passengers, and telegraplllc mess,:ges .:IS by the terms of this contract 

" shall have to be deli\ered :it sllch places ]'c"per!lIJe(y.' 
That is to say mails aild IlaSSCll!!erS to New York and Boston, and tdegraphic 

... , LJ 

l11e~sagcs to St. Joh,n's. , . , , . .. 
It cannot be llenled th~lt the ongll1al teneler, th(~ 1 rcasllI',Y 111111ute, and the Il1structlOl1S 

flom tile Treasury to the Adlllir,lity, allll every \\ ritten document connected with tl~e 
arElir, all l'xprc~~ly limited themailstoD()~tol1:111dNewYork •• lIlei e.1xludcd mails 
to St. John's. 

Jf all." cOldlrmation of thi·; were needed, it is satisfactory to know this is the view of 
the Admiralty Dl'pal'tl11l'llt, \v!Jere the contract was actu~dly drawn and completed, 
ic)r in the letter address'_'r! by the Adllliraltv to Messrs. ValLI\1cc and "Vallance, the 

, .. 
\Hlter says :-

"iYot!tinp; ClIII OC cit'fln r to 711,11 mind, alld cerlaill~1j lchen tIle contract was settled, it 
" ICIIS lIlit illlc'J/!!ui to sOIl/moi!.·; tu St, Julin's," (Vide Appendi~ C.) 

The Directors, thelcfore, protl'st t'arnestiy against what would appear to be an 
iiJeqliitaLle anr! unjust COll~tructi()n attempted to be fixed upon them by the Post 
Office Dep:1l'tmcnL 

The Directors submit that, in aecO! dance with the liter,l! construction of the contract, 
they \\'121'12 not compelled to t~lke mails to SL JoI11l's, I\'cwfolll1dland; stillle~s could they 
be c~lllc(ll1]lon to do so, having regard to the intention of the contracting parties; and 
that ,hnd there becll all)' dOllbt as to the proper rneanin[!: of the contract, a Court of 
ElJ,\~I,ty \yould kn:e rectitied it in all ordillary c~ses, bct\\'cel~ contr:1cting parties. 

11le constructIon put UPOll the contract IS, 111 the minds of the Dil ectors, the 
more olierous when rcierence is made to tlte letter acldresser! by the Treasury to 
1'.le"IS. 'Vallance amI Vallance, the Company's solicitl)J':'l, tinder date ~9th August 1'860. 
( Vide Appendix D.) . 

, In this letter it is c1i,tinctly staled tk:t the Lords of' the Treasury thought it but 
1 e!1~onable that the colonY,sh.ollld contnbute t3,.5001. a year for the superior service 
\\ hlCh they~ wOll~d hav~,ylld It IS clearly expressed that the Company would be in receipt 
of such ~,oOOl. Ii1 addltlon to the Imperial subsidy of 78,000l. 

Also 111 a further letter addressed to the Company (vide Appendix E.) the 
Postmaster General asks ,,'hether the Directors will agl'l~e to carry the mails to 

Newfoundland 
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Newfoundland for the payment of 8,5001. per annum, thus provlt1g that the obligation 
did not then exist. 

The Postmaster General, however, subse'luent(y, notwithstanding the urgent appeals if 
the Company (lnd the e.'iplanations u:hz'ch had been ,t!,'iven, not only £gnored the distinct 
offer fl.f arrangement by the Treaslll:lJ IIlId by the PostJlUlster Geneml fo), alloll'ing the 
Compan.y fl,5001. (t :uear .for tlll's service, bllt insisted upon the bifure-mentioned lin-

fa.v~llrable, ([nd, as the Compan.') submit, untenable cons/ruction qf tlte contmct, without 
gzvl7lrr. the Comp(ff~J}. an o}JPortunity Qf' beillg,' Iward on the subject; alld .fiil([l~y, ([s a 
conrlitlOll for PC)')wttlll,!!,' the COIIIIHIII.') to sllspend the service until 1ll([rcll l([st, the Post­
master G~Jle}"(tl also IJII;/slcr/ that the COllljJrlll.l) should furego altogether the Nellfollnd­
lalld subsidy, and .Vet t((he tlte lIlails to St. John's, not on~l/ ever!! mOllth, as prouided by 
tlte Nellfollndland con/met, but eL'I'I'!J thrtlligllt, thus doubling,' the service ({)zd the risk 
and cost to the Company, alld .I)ef depriving tlte Company I?f1S)000l. a :!lear, t/le amollnt 
f!.fthe colonial subsidy. 
~he Directors respectfully submit th:1t these proceedings were harsh and onerous as 

agamst the CompallY, but more particularly as the colonial subsidy of IS,O()Ol. a year wa! 
due under a contract entered into prior to the Imperial contract, and the 8,5001. a veal' 
of sllch 13,0001. wa~ payable by the colony. . 

Besides, it was known that additional delay and risk in performing the American 
Postal Service mllst arise from the nccessity of the Company's ships going into St, John's, 
Newfoundland, every voyage, and that this delay and risk were never contemplated or 
calculated Ilpon when the Company's original tender was made to the Government, or in 
the contract. 

The Directors have also cause to feel aggrieved that when they protested against this 
severe measure, and made the application to sllspend the service until ~larch last, the 
Postmaster General peremptorily insisted L1pon the Company signing an agreement 
undertaking to carry these mails fortnightly to St. John's without the colonial subsidy; 
and that under a threat that unless tlte CompallJJ executed such agreement, his Lordship 
would cancel the contract altogether. 

Under duress, therefore, and feeling the seriolls responsibility cast upon the Directors 
as between themselves and their shareholders, the Directors signed the document, under­
taking to carry the mails, but reserving the right to appeal to the Treasury on the 
C0111mon ground of fair dt'aling ::l\1cl filithful perfurmance of ()blig~ltion~ emanating from 
the Treasury, and distinctly appearillg upon the correspondence with that Department. 

The Directors submit tlJat the po:-.tal contract "ill not bear the illterpretation the 
Postmaster General insisted 011 plltting lIpon it; hut taking a much higher ground, they 
confidently submit that having' regard to the cli~tillct and avowed intention of the con­
tracting parties, the Company ought not to have been placed in such a position by a 
threat of the contract being cancelled, unles~ they adopted his Lordship's construction, at 
variance as it was \\ith e\'el'Y document cot1l1ectell with the undertaking. 

From the commencement of the service ill JlIne 18GO, until the ~uspensioll of it with 
the Postmaster General's sanctioll ill October of' tile sallIe year, every step was taken 
1lro'ently and dili'J'ently by tlie Director:> to perform the ~('n'ice, and SLlch service was 
pe~formed althou~'h unde;' fines and penalties <\" abovc mentlOllccl. 

The lo~s of th~ " COllll~lLlght" in October last, and the non-delivery of the other 
ships from the builders, compelled the Directors to ask fO.r a sll'pellsioll, all(~ thi~ was ~lOt 
only approved of by Her MClje~ty:s Governrne i1 t, but wa>; III fact the re'3LIlt of a sllggestlOl1 
made by the Postmaster Gelleral til a letter from the Post Office Deplrtment under date 

of 25th August lSriO. (Vide AppendIX, F.) . .' .. 
With n>gard to the sllspenslOn of tne sen'lce, It will be borne III 11111H1 that when the 

Postmaster General forwarded to the Company the draft of a very severe COlJtr~lct to be 
executed by them t he Director~ urrrell that it would in,lll'c a more satisfactory service if 
the suspension W~l~ allo\\'~d until ~h; 1st of .T,ulle 1861,. for ha.ving regard to the thel~ non­
delivery of all the new ShIP~, the Olrectors did not d~~Ire to 111volve the Company 1I1 the 
responsibility of undertaking to recommence the serVIce on the 2Gth M.arc!l .. 

This request \vas refused, and the Postl1la~t~r General peremptorily IIlsI~ted 011 the 
Company signing sllch agre2rr~ell.t, under a dIstlllct threat that llnle,s such agreement 
were signed in the form .sent wlthll1 seven .dar' "t!;~ Postmlls!:): G;ene}'({{ would put an 
" end to the conimct /I'd/lOut further notice. ( 1 ule .Appendlx G.) 

The request for the sllspension of the contract untt! the 1st of June next was, the 
Directors submit, most reasonable, as that \\'ould h~\'e been only ten months from the 
time when the postal contract wa" confirmed ~y Par~lal11ent. . 

In the earnest desire, howevel, to do all Il1 their power to carryon the serVice, the 
Directors purchased the "Adriatic" steam ship to supply the place of the" COl1naught," 

(13'2.) P which 
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. lost in October 1860, the "Adriatic" being the only ve~sel in the market, 
,,:lllch I~ad bl7~n . . America "uitab!e for the requirements of the contract, and 
either In t lh countly or tn " 

capable of being purchased, . ." 1 I "C 1 b'" ,', 1 C d tl '·1 Ilew Qhips Ilamely the" HIbernia am t le 0 urn ta, were I he ~econ( an 111 C " " • " ' I 1 I ffi . f! 
. I h C 11)1 "nel rCSIJectlvel)1 surve)led and :lcceptec )y t)e 0 ce, IS 0 t le 

dehverec t" t e ompl". C ' I d I 
Ad 

."' It ' I of the Board of Trade III March last (1861). The olllpdny J t " t Jere­
mIl,] y anl . ' . . I . T!" H'b . '. 

fore on the 26th March 1861 the folloWlllg ShIp' tor t Ie servfl~fe :-d )e I 1 eft.lIa, 

I 
' I ' eye 1 "IJl1 p'l'secl b)' the Admiraltv an,d the Board 0 ra e lor t Je sernce; a real y 'i 1I rv l".l, " •. , 

tl 
,,) Il'I"ttic " and" Columbia" at SOllth~111l1):01l. llotIfied for slll'vey alld subsequently 

1 e "1 c , ,,' I'" I ! 1 d I pa,sed by the Admiralty ~\tld Board of,Trade, all~ the . Filg IJ, aunc lec an ne:ll' y 
completed and reMly to take her place 111 due COUI se .. 

The "Hibernia" was fixed to commence the service 0:1 the 26th M',!rch h,t,. and left 
South !mpton on the 17th of :\Iarch, fllily a,Pl)l'Oved and aC,cepted, as before mentloned by 
the Allmiraity and Board of Trade ;IS fit for th~ servIce. She was" however, un­
fortunately cau(l'ilt ill a lmrric,tlle on tllat ancl the follOWing days, and ?,sabled, and was 
sent to Liverpool, and i-; now llnder repair by Mes..;]'s. John Llll'd and Sons, of 

Birkell iJeJ d. . . 
The Dircctors, theret(ire, immediately took the necessary :,ters to prOVide another shIp 

to rcpbce the" Hibernia" for this vO'yag~, in ~'llll and strict perf()r~11~tllCe,alld in acco~'da~ce 
with the express terms of a claus~ contulleclllJ the COll,tract prondll1g for the substItutIOn 
of a \'e'~el whell actually a ~IJlP should become disabled; and they chartered the 
" lVLl"'dalena," a vessel performillg a Government mail servicc, of '2,567 tons and 800 
horsebpower, being :j()i tOilS ;llld .'3]0 horse powcr in excess of' what was required under 
the Company's contract. The Directors submitted this ship to the Postrnaster General 
for appro\·;ll. The Postmaster Gelll'ral, however, refused to accelJt her, as well, also, as 
another ~hip offered. The refusal of'the Postmaster General was, however, accompanied 
by an intimation to the Company that his Lordship wOldd coment to the Comp<1ny fore­
going the yoyage on the ~.)th ~1arcil, but only Ill/dpr 1/ jJl'll!tlty qf 3,0001. alld the loss qf 
tlte .\'/(/',I·il(I/, Thi'., intimation '.\as conveyed in the following terms :-

" On thi~ W'IC .Ii/ifill'/' rtf'thl' COll/prlll.'/ to pClfonn its obligations, Lord Strmley of 
" Ald(,/,(I~I/lI'()ltlr1 //1/1'(' .t;,lt Ililllsl'({l'nti}'('~1j J/I.I't~ficrl, II II del' tIle 1;,Si,J'I'I'IIII'Jlt p:Cl'cllted 1111 the 
" Q"U!1 I~{ JI(I/ZUIl:I/ l((st, ill lit 01/1'1' termillatill,! .. !,' tlte ('lIlduli't,. vut I'(II/sitiering flud the 
" CO)J/pI(JI.'/IIII~'I' p;lIt I'p(I{(I/ a l'I's,I'el, Irhir/t /111 .... liei'I/ ,\'!/l'CI:I/ed ((Ju/ accepted, he will not, 
" 1/1/111'1" tltl' I 'i),('/lIIl,I'frll/i 'I'S, Ilse ill thisill.l'tlwce his jidl pli/rer, vut IcilZ limit himself to 
" illlJiIIsillg Uj)O/i tlte CII})/P({ll!/ (( p('nltl~l/ {!{ :3,0001. (thl' penalty II(c'illg, of COllTse,in 
"ur/i/itilill to tlte Iliss of' tlte .I'ul).I'ici;I/), ({JI(l Itl' Irill IlIdltli]'i::e tltl' FCl'lllIIlIIel1CCment nf the 
" sl'rril'c til /11' jlo.\'fpli/icd Ililtil Tlle,wl,/,1/, tit!' 9th April lIe:U, the .Ill's! depl/FtuFe on the 
" oth!'1' side Iwinl.!,' ill like 1II111lllf'l' delayer! jill' 1/ j1i/'flligltt." 

The Directors \-eliture to think that such a course as this has never before been adopted 
in reference to allY mail contract. 
Th~ '~C:?I.Ulnbi:'" was lle"patched from G:alway Oil the 9th of April, as also the 

"Adl'latlc, 111 due COlll'~e, on the Q,3cl of April. 
The repair:-- of' the" Hibernia" not b;l\'ilw been completed in time for the departure of 

the 7th :May, the lIil'ector~ Sllbmitted t') the Postmaster General the" Prince Albert," 
111111 e,lpl'I,,\',11!J I!./prerl til tllkl' the /III/iis out 1~1/ 111'1' .Ii'!'/' I!!clwrge or sllbsi(~I/. This request 
a~ld ottt'r was sllbseq,uently supporte,~1 and reco~nmcllded for adoptioll by a requisition 
SIgned by members ot PJrllament. (Vule Appendices H. and 1.) Tilis offer was, however, 
refllsed iJy the Postmaster General, and the Directors immediately chartered the 
~ Par,llla,': at a cost of .several tho\l~ancl pounds, and submitted her D)r the voyage of the 
I til ~b} 1l1.~tal1t; but IllS ~()l:dsh'p ~'efllsecl to accept her, on the groLlnd that an opinion 
h~d been ;:'l\lll I»), the .\lIlmralty ;':,ll!'veyor that she was not efficient for the performance 
of the servIce. 
. The ~)irectors also cO,l11plaill !l,at they have not hael an opportunity of learninO' what 
Illstr,lICtlOl1S h,I\'c from t1111(' to tIme been given to the surveyors, nor what had b:'en the 
precLi~ nature and terms of the s\ll'veyor's reports upon allY of the ships submitted, 
and" 111 comeguel~ce, they have been deprived of all opportunity ot' ex lallation or 
heal'lllg on the wbJecL p 

The "~ar.~ll1a" is of 2,'~ 30 tons and 800 horse power, and the Directors submit that 
she was W1thlll the terms of the contract and fnllv etficient t £' tl . I tl b t, " . t I " . ,< • - 0 pel'lorm J e serVlce; an ( as 
}e .:s ~!1~\\€1 0 t le oplDlon given to. the contrary, they refer to the fact. that the 
£' ~alldna I:;~ been acc~ptecl at:d pass~d. by the Postmaster General on a former occasion 
101 t le pellol mance ot a preCIsely slmlhr d h' '. '1 f· G I B ' -' < voyage un er t IS contract, III carr\'lnO' the 
mal s 10m a way to oston and fwd ]Je]fi' d [1' .. b 

, ' 0] me Ill' 'l,:oyage 111, one day and two hours 
less 
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less thl1.n the time contracted for on tILe outer voyuge, and seven llOurs under the time fino 
the homeward V O.7!l1.p:e 0 

I ndependently of this, the Directors would refer to the clause in the contract uivin u 
• • b ~ 

permission to the contractors to send out a ship of equal tonnage to those stipulated for 
1I1 the event of any ship being disabled; and the Directors with confidence submit that 
the :' Para~la," being greatly in excess of the tonnage and horse power over those 
mentIOned ]\1 the contract, is a vessel coming within the terms of the Company's con­
tract, and should, under the circumstances, have been accepted as such by the Post 
Office Department. • 

K ot\\,ithstanding, however, his Lord~hip's refusal, the "Parana" was despatched 
on Tuesday the 7th (by of ;\Iay ill the ordinary course of the service, and in fuifilillent 
of the obligations of the Company, but the Postmaster General refused to send any mails 
by her. 

The only ground alleged by the Postmaster General in the notification as to putting 
an end to the contract is the fact that the Company did not provide al1 efficient "hip for 
the sel'\'ice on the ',th of ~Jay; and they submit that the" Paralla" i~ an efficient ship, 
C~ll~il,lg strictly within the terms of the contract, and That the Company lJa\'(:' fldly and 
faltllfully performed their part of it. 

The Dircctors, however, do not desire to rest their C1se upon the strict construction of 
the contract, but they confidently appeal to the Po,;tll1astl~r General LInder the circum­
stallces bdore stated, to accord to them thilt fair and ordinan' consideration wllich is 
llsilai in all similar case,", and especially that consideration wh'ich is bestowed by the 
Goverllment to all contractors. 

It is to be remarked that the contract is a penal one, and the Govertlment have 
indicated the modl:' in which ,111)' 0111i"c;ion or nonperformance of the service c;hall be 
compensated for; and should the sen'ice not be performed within the :,tipulated time, 
tht' penalties ill the cOlltract go to the reduction of the sub8idy, so that the public do not 
sutTer. 

Independently of thi.~, it must be borne in milld that this service reduced tile com­
mllnication with America by one da.\' tor letll'r,;, and four or fire days for tl·legr.lphic 
COI1lI1lUIl i cati on.~. 

The Directors wOLlI,] refer to the \'()yage of the "Adriatic," the last of the Co:npally's 
shir's which has arrived frOIl1 Al1lerica, she ha\ill-:; lll,l:le the pa~';:\g'e out in nine days 
ninl" bolli'S, beillg (Jne clay seventeen ilOurs k~:; tllan the contract time, and 011 tIll' hOllllc­
ward \'0\ ~\~'e in nille days eip:ilteen hOllrs, being six hOLlrs ll'sS tll<1I1 the contract time. 

The Director~ contend that, whatl'\'er omis~jons or deblilts have been madc in the 
service up to the 9th of ~\pril I sC; I, they arc wholly and elltirely cOlHloncll and compen­
sated for, as in evcry case filll's and penalticc> ha\e beell illlposed for :til)' omissions or 
conceSSIOIlS. 

But as a llew agreement was entered into on the '2!<th January last, the Directors 
submit that the case may be treated :1'; simply having referellce to that agreemcnt, 

P ro\'idil1" for the commencement of the scn'ice on tIle <.2(jth ,\larch last. 
n 

Now the omission to setHl a sllip Oil the 'lGt h of -:\Ltrch <1J'Ose hom all accident at "e<l 
to the "Hibernia," in a hlllTicane on the 17th and 18th March, and that omission was 
condoned by the pemlty of 3,ouul. inflicted by the Po'>tl1l Ister General. 

Since that time tIle Directors consider tlICY have made no deflUlt. 

III conclusioll; therefore, the Directors respectfully subl1lit-
That the oilly reason alleged tor cancelling the contract, namely, the inefllciellY of 

t11e " Par;ln<l" tl) C,1rI)' out the mails, is answered by thc flCt that the" Parana" is a 
mail boat performing a postal service, alld that she has before been placed on thL' Galway 
service, and has ;]ctllally perf<)J'mecl the voyage to BostOll and b:lck considerably 111Hler 
the time specified in the Comp:lIlY's contract. 

The Dilcctors prefer, hU"'l'\'l'r, to put tiJeir c:t-e as olle of extreme hard:--hljl on Lile 
Company under all the circumstances. For whatever p'Jlitical or imperial ql1esti()lls 
l1liL;ht have (lri~en ,IS to the contract, tll[~/J c/Ilim to 1/111'1' illili/I"e! to tltem tile periori durill!,!,' 
zell';I'11 tiLe Posh;! COl/tmct COJJlluittl'l' /I"OS siUlng, ui:::., si,rtecil montlls, ({1Ir! tl/1lt tlte 
periori )l({med ill tlteir cOl/tnl/'/ Iii' COIJIlJlcw';ng tiLe savicc sholiid not rlln ,ji'um tlu: dl/le 
ol tlte COl/tract, Ollt from tlte dull' rtf II"Mclt Slich clmtmet II",'/S COli/inned oy the IJullse of 
'CO'JlIl/OIIS, mllllczy, the !)th Augllst 18(jO. 

Th;]t after tll(, C\10rmOII" 311l<.lLlllt of capital embarked in this undertakillg in the pre­
paration of the ships 011 the f3.ith of ~he Go\'ernment contract, it wOll.ld be <1,C 'se of great 
Jwnlship to the .'iIJareholdcrs to deprIve them ~f the ad\',~ntage of tllls substdy, and thus 
utterly destroy the valuable property upon which the caplLtl hJS been embarked, 

P ~ On 
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. J J' ,t, nce of havin(J' direct and speedy communication On commercial groullc S tIe 11llpOl ,I b, 'f I' k ' 
G I ' , 1 St J lIn's cannot be overrated. This Jl\1e orms a 111 conneet1l1g between a way ,lllC , • 0 < ", b " d' 
'tl A' ,... and )'edlJcilw the cornmumcatIon to a out SIX ays. Europe \\,1 1 melle,l, < b ..' 1 II' tt t' t 

. II ~rl D" t 'S 'lnl10t close this Commlll1lCatIOn WltrJOllt ea mg a en IOn 0 FIna y Ie 1I ec 01 c, . ' I fi I I d 
f: I· lIt' k'lll(J' II'IS been looked upon as tcnchng to pro\,H e or re an the act t lat tIe IInc er ,[ b ' , . 'b E 

, .] 1 t (J'es makill(J' her the hl(J'hwav of COmmlll1lCatIOn etween urope (J'reat commelCla a( van ao , 'b b'[ Iff I I th 
b 1 A " . alH1 the l)eol)le of Ireland have furl1lshed amp e proo 0 t 1e ~a lie ey 
ane mellca , . I 'fi] I 1 'tl t b tl attach to it by the manner in which ,they have J( entl ec t lemse ves WI 1 l, 0 1 as 

shareholders and otherwise. '. 'I'd I . 
The Directors have now only to hope that the explanatl.ons afforded WI} 111 uce lIS 

Lordship the Postmaster General to reconsider the questIOn, and to WIthdraw the 
notification as to }lutting an end to the contract. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary, General Post Office, (Signed) A. BOATE, Secretary. 

APPENDICES. 

from :-;E( EEL\RY <If C'O,\fL\:- Y to SECHETARY of PO,~T OFFICE. 
Sir, 10, Cannun Street, E.C., 8th June 1860. 

, TilE clay appointed in the present month ,for the despateh of the ,:,ewfulllldlanc! mail:" being the) 2~d 
Il1stant, I han' the honour hI reque~t yuu wIlll)e so gllocl a~ to submIt for the cunslderatLUn of the I u:;t­
master General whether tIll' trall~mi~siun iiI' these mails may not be del8}'ed until the 26th instant, the 
clay fixed by the Post Office Department for the sailing uf the Company's ship with the New York 
mails, 

I have, &c. 
The SeC'l'etary, General Post Office. (Signed) A. BO_\TE, Secretary. 

From the /b~I''L\XT SE(IU:TAUY of Po"!' OFFI('E to SF'lmL\UY of CO;IIP_~XY. 
(Immediate. ) 

Sir, General Post Office, 13th J line 1860. 
Il\ reply to the request made in your letter of the 9th instant, that the AtlantiC' Royal l\Iail Steam 

~ayigation Company may 1)(' permitted tu despatch nu packet from Galway on the 23d instant with 
the mails for X ewfoundlanc1, but that those mails may be carried hy the first steamer appointed tu be 
~lespatchecl tinder the new cuntrad, un the 26th instant, I am directed by the Postmaster General to 
mform you that Her :\Iajesty's Government cannot agree to the propusal. 

A steamer must be desllatL-hcd from Galway on the 23cl instant in the ordinary course. 
I am to re(luest that yuu ,\ ill furthwith furnish me "'ith the 11ame of the p<lcket to be provided for 

the purpose. ' 

} .. , Boate, ESfl', 
Atlantic Royal ~Iail ~team Xavigation Cumpany. 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

From ~E< RETARY of CO"Ip,,,);y to SECTIE'L\HY of PO~T OFFICE. 

Sir, 10, Cannon Street, E,C., 13th June 1860. 
,I H,\ Yl; t,he b?nO~lr to acknowledge ,Your ldte~' of this c1a:' '13 elate, and, agreeably ,vith the requirement 

of Her 0.Utj"oty ~ C10H'rnnwnt, the Directors WIll he prepared to despat<:h the" Golden Fleece" from 
Galway on the ~:::d instant, in the ordinary course, with Her :0.bjc:"ty'S mails on board, under the 
i\ ewrollndlancl ('<lntrad. . 

I han', &c. 
The Sel'1'l'tary, General Pust Office, Signed) A, BO_'iTE, Secretary. 

--~-- -------'--------

"\PPE-:\DIX B. 

Fnllll SE<RI:T.\RY of CO}[PAXY to AY,l."l'AXT SECREL\IlY of PO~T OFFICE. 

,::-i," , " ',' ,,' , 10, Cannon Street, E.c., 17th July 1860. 
R,,[ EJ.RI);l, to the Il1tenle" had WIth YOU thIS (hI' llY the General :\Ian'lO' ' f th C t 

which YOU stated, as the only condition on ,~hi('h yot' '(:0l~1;1 advise th~ P "t ''tel & e I °tmpanYt" a 
themaIIsforXe .. .foundlandofthe21stbeino.eom.er~(l.b •. the ste lOS ~nasGerl eneJa AO sa:1c IOn 
h C) h' '" , ',"', J J • amer eaVlng a way 101' menca on 

t, e At ll1~t,~nt, that the C?mpany shou~d forfeIt 1,0001" heing the amount of the subsidy to which the 
"ould be ,entItled under theIr contr~ct WIth the X ewfoundland Government. y 

The DIrectors respeetfully suhmlt that this is a sewre condition to impo~e for substitutinO'Tu d 
~he 2-!th as the day of departure of the Newfoundland mails from Galway instead of Saturda"'y th es

21
aY

t ll1stant. ' > e s 

P rnOdeffil' theDcircumstances, however, the Directors have no option but to accede to the condition f th 
ost ce epartment. 0 e 

N everthelesfO, 
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Nevertheless, they are induced to hope that, in consideration of the circumstances his Grace the 
Postmaster General will n?t insist upon (as an eguivalent for this temporary arrangen~ent) the loss to 
the Company for the ensumg voyage of the SUbSld,' accorded to them under the separate contract with 
the Colonial Government of N e~foundland. . 

I hayc, &:c. 
F. Hil1, Esq., General Post Office. (Signed) c\.. n()~\ n:, Secretary. 

APPEXDIX C. 

From the AD:\IITI.'..LTY to CO~IP~L~'Y'" SOLICITOR'. 

Dear Sirs, . Contract Office, Admiralty, 2,"th ;-;e1'tember 1860. 
Ix .reply to yoyr note of the 2,it? lllstant, I perfectly remember the discll,,~ion to \\'111ch you allude, 

touchmg the dehvery of telegraphIc messages at St. John'~, and the contract appears to me now, as it 
appeared t" us both at the time, perfectly dear on the point. 

The first dause on page :; rcclnires telegraphic messages to be deli\'ered at St. Jolm's, and the second 
dause on the same page reqnires that all steamers under the cl)ntract shall call at St. J"hn",.;, both on their 
outwar? al~d homeward voyages (or fai~ing to make ~t. J(!lm's through stress of weather) at Halifax, 
Nova ~('(:tla ; and then f1oe" on to pro~lcle that all 2l\l"h mads, passengers, and telegraphic nw,sages are 
to be dehvered and recelwd at each of the ports or places at which the said H's:,els :,hall tonch, as "hall 
hay~ to be. cl~live:red or received .at s,~ch places respectively, viz., telegraphic messages at St. John'" or 
HalIfax, wlthm SIX days, as pro\lded III the preceding dause of the C'ontrad, and mails, passeng'er" ,\:c. 
as regards the places as mentioned in Table A, within the times therein menti()ned. 

Nothing can be clearer to my mind, and certainly \yhen the contract W<1" settled it ,yas not intended to 
send mails to St. John's. . 

:Messrs. \' allance and Vallance, I am, &::e. 
20, Essex Street, Strand, IY.C. (Signed) "\;\TO;\1E DB.\DY . 

. \PPE:\DIX D. 

From the TTIE.\snn: tu CO~IP.\'-'Y',~ SOLI' [Tons. 

Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 2~1[ Ii A ngll::<t 1,'\(;0. 
I A:I[ ("(,mmanded hy the Lord~ G,mmi"ionerc' ofH,'r .\faje"ty's '1'rea"lIl'\' to aCI[llaint YlIll that the;r 

Lordships have deferred replying' to yom lPtter of the IItI; ult'inw, in rc ft:l't'll 1'(' to the l;(l~t;,.l contr;!('t 
with X ewfuundland, owing to the uncertain stat(' of the contral't fur the ,'en'ice bet\yeen Gahnl Y and 
America. ' 

The estimates for rhat SCI \'ice having n,)\\ bel·n voted h~' Palliament, it \\ill lIe clHirablc tf) ('(1m to 
some clear understandinO' as to the s('rI,ice between Ualway and :\,,\\fullndland. 

Your letter of the 11 tIl ultimo, and the Order in ('omi(·il of the ColollY of i'J('\d'oundland tht,n·in 
referred to, appear to contemplate the continuan('(' of a monthly sen ice 011 tcrms of the l'xi~ting (",';1-

tract entirely independent of the fortnightly senicc between (~;llway alJ(1 ;\l1lerica under the contrilct 
which has jnst he en sanctioned by Parliament. 

My Lorc!s wOllld be glad to kno\\' whether this i~ the present intention of your C()mpany, mure 
especially as the arrangel11~nts with C;llw,cla, ref,'lTed t.o in your ~urn1l'1 letkr, her .. e not taken eifed : Of 

whether what yon proposp 18 S0111e arrangement by wInch tlil' maIls for ::\ l,\rfoundlallcl may be ,', ,nyey"c! 
by the main line of Transatlantic fteamers. .' , ' 

As the Company are bound by the terll1~ of the (',niract tu call at or "ff St. John~, "Nl'" loundlancl, 
for the purpose of .delivering tele~Taphi,c mess~1ges,. it is understood lJY the P,~~t Office that thC'y al'e 
bound to carry malls also to and from ~t. John "', WIthout extra charge, unl(,3~ It can be dearly ',h"l'n 
that this is coiltrary to the fair meaning of the (:Ol1tra<'1, and to the understanding of the p:lrtics at the 

time. 
'Without prejudice to the que~tion ,of consh:uction for tbe present, my Lords \\"(}ul,d obsel"\'e that it 

does not seem reasonable that the Colony of ::\ewfoundland should ('ea",' to contnbuk tlw sum of 
8,500l. a year, which they haye been ready to pay fur an inferior senice, ill the l'\'ent of a superior one 
beincr substituted, and therefore the~' would be prel':\red to make the continuancl' of this ('"lonial 
subsidy to the Company a concliti.on .of performing: the mail sen ice to and fr~m St., John '8, \I'lwther hy 
an independent line or by the maIll lIlle; but lur,kmg at tIll' large an:oUl~t of subSidy already. payable 
by the Imperial Government to the C?ompany, .my .Lor~ls \\'ou~cl not .th1l1k It reasonable tu ('untnbnte . an 
additional 4 500l. a yp;u from Impenal funds, III ard of a SCrY1Ce whIch, under the probable COll:'truetIOn 
of the contr:lCt, the}; could require to be done, "ithout extra payment, by the steamers to whose sllpjJort 
they are already contributing '/!-',IIIIOI. a year. . 

If this arranO'ement ,,'ere carried out, the ('ompany \\',mld be III the receipt of 7).;,noul, a ycar from 
the Imperial G~vernment and 8,5.00l. a, year f~'om t~e ,t'l'wfonndland Colony, for \\'l~ich th.<'Y ,-i'ould take 
mails a" well as telegrams to and from St. John ~ by lheli' regular etl'amE'rS, bllt be rehe\'ed from the ne"cs­
sity of running an independent m~nthly line; ~r, on the other hand, if they pr~fen,'(~ it, t!ley' might 
run such independent line for New£?Ul.Hlland malls, and call fOl: telegrams unly mth theIr 1l.lCUll 11I~e. 

IVfy Lords will b~ glad. to kno\\, dlstJl1ctl~ ,\\"h~:t couree the Cumpany prop""e to adopt WIth a 'le\\' to 
further communicatIOn \\'1th the Culony of ~\e\YItJulldlal1d on the ,.;uhJ,d. 

I am, .\:". 
lVIessrs. Vallance' anel Vallance, (Signed) (:. i\. H.DIILTO,\. 

20, Lower Essex Street, Strand. 

P S APPEXDIX E. 
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APPENDIX E. 

From the /\.~,'ISTA:\T SECRETAItY uf PO,T OFFICE to SECRETARY of CO~IPAXY. 
',' General Post Office, 14th September 1860. 

\, .. '-;Ir, c t tl e I'CC'el1t correspondence which has been forwarded to the Department between 
JTIl relerence 0 .l . , .., d h A . t t S . f 
1· . f h Atl' t' ROF'll :\hil ~team ~ avwat10n Company an t e SSIS an . ecretary 0 tlle ,1\ 'utors 0 t e an lC J'" •. '" . d ",. l' dl d 

~l' ' 'tl ' .. rcl to Sll;·ll p'ut of the mail sen'ice between thIs country an n eWl011n an as the rea."llr", \\,1 Ilega c'. .,. . " ·h h 'f h' 
i~ ,(.rformed by YOllr Companr, I a.m ehred~·d by thL' P.ostrnastel Gel~elal to. ll1~,Ulle, :\, et er, 1 , IS 

L I 1 l' , l!' '~11t to \\'"1'\,(' lll' leO"'111'lO'ht to reclUlre vour ComlMny to convey malls to and flOm 
ore ~ lip lIon ( lOll"L " . e '. '" . J. _. • dr' I b" d 

N PII founclland hy the Yessels employe(] III the "\mencan s.ervlee, wIthout any a ([t1On to t 1e su SI y 
for that ,en in-, Y(lm Directors will agree to carry SUC!; ~llaIls h~' c,'cry pa.ckct for a payment to y~)U 
by the Colony at the rate of 8,51101. per annym, on tl~e simple u~derstand~ng that the present speCIal 
niail ~cn'ice tu :\' ewfoundlum] shall merge III the mam or AmerIcan serVIce, and that you shall not 
therefore be requiren to haye tIro fleets of ships. 

The Postmaster General cannot recommend th(' Lords of the Treasury t~ agree to any of th~ other 
conditions enumcrated in :\I('"r,. Yallance and Vallance',.; l~tter of the 6th .mst., though I am dIrected 
to state that, without surrendering any right on the subJect, hIS !;ord;;hlp has not at present any 
intention t" reqnire that the YE'ssels of your qompany shall on. theIr homew~rd voy~ge go back to 
Halifax \\"hcn they are unable t') land tdegTaplllc 111L'~"agcs or malls at St. John s, Newfoundland. 

I am, .\:C'. 
A. Boatc, Esq., (Signed) F. HILL. 

AtlantiC' TIoyal :\Iail Steam ::\al'igation Company .• 

A.PPE~DIX F. 

"\,,1.'<1'-\:\'1" ~E( llETA\,Y "I' Pu.-'!' ChTI( E t() the ~EI'I,L'L~I,Y of C'()~IP~\XY. 

Sir, Gennal Post Office, 25th .\ugust 1,';:Ciil. 
HIIT\\. laid your'('''{)lld letter "f y('~tl'rd;IY'''; date, relati,'e to the emplu\'mcnt of the "Prince 

Albert" ~team Silijl, l)('1'or(' th(' Postlll,},;h'r (;(,lIl'ral, I am directed to inform you that on c'('i'tain conditions, 
and lIll t1IV,'I' ollly, hi" Lord~itip has very rdudantly consented to grant the Company\ request. 

Thcoe 1'()Ilditiol~S are-fir,;t, that, as on the prcyiou,.; Ol'('cbion of the w,e (If thi~ 1'L'""d, a fine of 
Dill)!. be paid, in addition to ally penalti,':' \\'hich may ariH' for over-time on the n)~'age; and, secondly, 
tll"t the Dire('tnrs do ~tak in "'Titing that thi.; i~ th:' last time that th(,}, ,vill a~k for permission to use 
any ·.e~,.d "hidl is not stridly I\'ithin the term:', (If the C'ontrad, including, of ("ourse, the pnwision 
",!tieh re(luires that the entin' designs, plans, and s('cti(ln~ of e\L'ry Yes"cl ::;hall, previous to building, 
be presented for appro\'al by the P"~tmaskr General. 

'''lIt'll the tin1\' i;:td been appointL'd for the pre::;ent ::;enice to L'ommence, no application \\'as made 
by the Diredur..; of the Cumpany to post]>one the enmmencement, although it ,,0011 became evident 
that they \\('1'1' not in a po"ition for working the ~('l'\'iee under the terms of the contract; but Lord 
.';';ta111(·~' (If "\lderley ,ll'"ire~ that it maybe (\istinctly understoocl that, after the depar1ure of the" Prince 
Albert" un TW'::irla:' nc':t, either the contract l1111~t bc fully performed or the Directors must at uncc 
apply for leaye to ::;:ispencl it, with a statement uf the O'rounds upon which ther make such application, 
as no further irrcgularities will 1)(' permitted. '" , 

Oil rel"eipt or a lett I',. froll! YUll, infurmill,~' mc that the Direchl\s entirely dgTl'e in the clJnditions 
I have namccl, orde"s will be giyc'n to permit the embarkatiun uf the mails on Tuesday next on board 
the" Prince Albert." 

I am, ..\:'c. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

APPE~DI X. G. 

The SI( TIE'L\f\Y ,,£ the l'(hT OFFln: to the SEIRETARY of the ATL\XTJ( ROY.\L l\I.\IL 
CO~IP.\XY. 

:-,ir, . General Post Office, 19th January 1861. 
I:I~\ n :\l. Jal? before the Po~tm;t, tel' GeilL'ral your further letter of the 1Gth instant, I am directed 

h;,' !l.IS !;orcl·.hlp to recluest that yuu will ~tatc to the Directors of the ;\tlantic Royal :'Ifail Steam 
~angat:oll Company ~hat, arter the repeated communicatiollS made to the Company relative to the 
~\ls]>l'Il~1On of the m~ll serne,? be1l\'een Gall\'ay and America, he must decline to eilter into further 
c\1""llo:'1l1l1 1111 the subJcct. 

Hi.' Lllrd~hip cannot ~gree to the mnt.ilated service proposed in your letter, as such a senice would 
be (II ~I~tle or. no valu~,elther t? Her :\laJ esty',~ Government or the public generally. 
, ~h~ ll1dulgence \\ hleh the 1 n~m.1a"tl'r q-elll'ral has eOllsented to grant to the Company is that for 

II lnch they themselYt,s asked, and IS, as hI"; Lordship full~' belie\'es, OTeater than was en'r O"ranted to 
,my, other packet .company under contract with the Government. 0 '" 

.' :\ot ~n.l)'}as ,hl~ Lord~hip expressed his willingness. t.o allow a long suspension of the sen'ice instead 
or leqUI111,c- ~lll Company elthe:' to perform the condltlOns of their contract or to surrender it but he 
~l<~~ l'ou:e,nt"Cl to weh a. sllsp~ns1On at a time of year when the performance of the senice woul~1 neces­
~J_Il) ha,.e been m(l~t expenSl\'e to the contractors . 

. It: Itatmg that the Postma:,!er Gelwral declines to assent to anyone of the requests contained in 
} om et~er, I a:ll ~o add that It the a.gre~ment wh\ch the Compan~' have been re uired to enter into be 
nottexetl'utted "Ith1lll ~eyen day~ from tIllS date, hIS Lordship will, without. furt~er notice declare the 
eon rae a an eue, ' 

.. .\.. Boate, Esq., 
AtlantIC Hoyal ::\Iail Steam :\ayigation Company. 

I am, &:c. 
(Signed) F. HILL. 

APPENDIX H. 
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APPENDIX H. 

From the SECRE'L\R¥ of the CO:\Ij'~\:-;Y to the SCCRETARY of P'''T OFFICI:. 

"'ttlantic Royal :\Iail Steam Xavigation Company \ Limited), 
Sir, 111, Cannon Street, E.c., London, 23d April P",l. 

ADYER TIXl: to your letter (If the 11 tIl instant, X o. :j.j, 7 :\1, intimating that the P05tm<1",ter General 
cannot permit the" Hibernia" to be again employed in the posral se\'\~i,'p until she has been strength­
ened to the extent required by the Admiralty suneyor~, I haye the honour to state, for the infcrmation 
of L?rd Stanley of Alderley, that the" HilJernia" is now in dock at Liverpool undergoing the neces::ary 
repaIrs. 

The Dircctor" have entered into negotiations with the lYP"t India Royal 'IIail Compall~' til place 
the steam ship" Oneida" un the Galway line for the postal senice, on the 7th 'Iby next, in lieu of 
that yesse 1. 

Before, howe\'cr, the~' finall,r conclude this arrangenwnt, \yhich will "o,t the Company a sum of mel' 
10,0001., the Dire'dors respectfully ,UIJlllit, as the 'l'nic(' on the 7th proximo \\~ill be lwt\\ 'Til Galway 
and Boston, f"r which 11 clays and Hi hours is allo\ved by the contract, that the steam "hip" Prince 
Albert" may he permitted to take the mails onthato"('il,ion, under such "oj](litioll,," and l)('nalties as 
may seem to be expedient to the Postmaster General; but Lord Stanley having intimated that he 
cannot permit the" Plince Albert" to 1)(' again employed in the postal ,I,tl'i,'c as on two former ()CC<1-

sion~, viz., under a penalty of ,j!)I)!. per YnY,ll!'e, the Directors are \nlling t'l conH':~ the maib of the 7th 
May to Boston in the" Prince ,\li)('rt" \lithrJllt any payment whatever, and t() place her at", tinder the 
conditions of the contract a~ to penalties for o\'er-tillll' Oil the Yo:,;:tge. 

This ship ha\~ing been sun'eyed and l)a~sed both Ily the ~\<1miralty and n()ilrcl of Trade ~lll'leynrs, 
the Directors will submit her to any further examillation which may be del'mee] requisite b:' placing he'r 
in dock. 

They l'('''jledf'lilly trust, therefore, that his Lordship the Postmaster General will fa \'(Hll'abl y enter­
tain this reqnest, ha\~iw( regard to the positi\'e saving' to be effected to thl' G(wernment of the entire 
amount of the suh,i<iy f"r one yoyagl', I"i/., :),11111)1., which the Direct"r, pr0l',,~e til fiwfeit in c()nsidera­
tion of his Lord.ship\ ;1I'rluil"l'fnn' in the abo\e arrangement. 

I han" clcc. 
The Secretary, General p()~t Olfice. (~il!'\1l'd) .\, DO~\TI, Sl·l'rl'Llry. 

APPENDIX I. 

'WE, the undersiO'ned ~remllers of Parliament, han' read the annp,('d ldter, and, under all the 
circumstances, consider the request a I'l'a"lJllable one, ~ll1d heg leal"e til recomm(,IHl it t" the fal'I)III';,b1e 
consideration of the Right Honourable Lord Stanley ot "\lderley, Postmaster General. 

Xame of ;\[,'",],er. County or TIorough. 

Wm, J'.tlcCormick ' LOl1<lonclcrry 
M, E. CCll'ball V , l.Ieath ('oullty. 
Francis B. BC:1I11i6h - I Cork city. 
John '."ancl; ~ Duhlin c~ty. 
Dunkellin (1.111'<1) Galway. 
T. J. Burke (Bart.) Galway cllunty. 
John Brady Leitrilll county. 
J amcs \Vilcl Bodmin. 
Fra,ncis P. Dunne Queen\ county. 
WID. Stackpole I Ennis, ~, . 
Francis :Uacdonough i Borough oi Slrgo. 

",,,,Ie of )'Ielllber, 

.JJlllC" IT. Hamilton 
~allllll'l Gurney 
TIarH7 Lewis' 
,Yo ~l'.nnour Fitzgcral,l 
J. E. Hl',lllluwl 
Will, H. E. Cogall 
Patrick O'Brien 
D. O'C'lInnC'1l -
E. E. Latham 

Robert Longfiell1 Mallu\\'. 
Francis McCalcutt - Clare county. .hlll'" :-I[cCann 
Naas (Lord) Cockcrmouth. .Tohn (~n'('llc 
J. E. Taylor - Dublin cnlllltL: La\IT"lIe" \Yaldroll -
Alfred R. Brist<,\\· KicldC'rlllill~l(:r, :\'icilnlas P. Lcader· 
Jam", 'Yhitcsi,ll~' , Dublin UniH'l'sity. P. :-Ilacmahon-
Ferilloy (Lor<1) :-Ilardl,LulIC', ~l"II"llrl Knox 
John F. :\Ia~ui]'l' Cnrl~ ('ity, Jollll 1\IIYIl 
Isaac Butt ~ ! Youghal. (~I'"rl!'" 1\0\\''>('1' 

W. H. Gregory I Gal\y:ly county. :\Iil·J.'ad ~1I11inm 
Jolm Ennis - , - I Athlonc. ! John "\, Blake 
ElllI"anl Grogan - Duhlin city, I J. Richardson 

Conn ty t ~l' Dorough. 

Dublin Counly. 
P"nl'\~ll and l>almoufh. 
.iIIlI'\~kill)ll'-'. 

, II/)r,~!Jalll. 
1 'I" C'xfOl'll tllWII. 
I I~!ld':r(' I·OUlljy. 

h.11le!' ~ l'UUlltl'. 
Trai~l'. . 
I~I uIl<ll'rsfie hI. 
DOIlt'~al. 
Tyro~e county. 
Armngll. 
Drogheda. 
Kilkenny county. 

I 
Tippcrary county. 
'Yaterfor.} COUllty, 
'" exforcl (,lIunty, 

I 1 )nl1!!annon. 
I C'uil'~aill'" 

Dundalk. 
Kilkenny city. 
\Yaterfllrll city. 
Li,1mrn. 
Lilllithgow county. W.E. McClintock Bunhuryi Cadow county. I '"". II. Hamilton 

----------~----------~----------------~---~~~~ 

Pel ;\ O. '238. 



( 120 ) 

No. 238. 

SIR ROWLAND HILL, K,C.B., to Mr. BOATE. 

, General Post Office, 13th June 1861. 

T:~r'postmaster General having fully considered the s,tatement which, on behalf o~ the 
Ro Tal Mail Steam Naviga~ion, Company, YOLl submitted J1l y.our letter of ;he Q9

th
" ult\l~O, 

in ~'eference to the ternllllatlOl1 ot the contract entered mto on tl!e ._lst Api Ji 18~9, 
between the Lords of the Admiralty and the Company, for a postal ~ervice between Gah\ay 
and the enited State8, I am directed to address to you the ~ollo\vIng reply. . 

The Directors first contend that the Company have strI~tly performer! the terms?f 
their contract, but a reference to the mode in which the serVice has been performed wIll 
show that thi~ statement is not horne out by the facts. , 

Out of ,16 single voyages which the Company were bound by theIr contract to perf?rm 
in the period of its duration, viz. between the 26th June lsqO',and the ~5th May 1~61, 
only 17 ha\'e been performed at all, and of these only three wltl11n the stnct terms of the 

contract. 
The Directors proceed to observe, that, at the date of the contract, the Company were 

ill possession of a contract made with the Government of ~ewfollnclland on the 22ci 
October 1858, for a ]Jostal service between Galway, );,ewfollndland, and the United States, 
amI were performing that ~crvice. This is a correct re]lre~,entation of the position of the 
Company at the period when the contract with the Imperial Government \vas entered 
into; bllt, ~,ix months before the time arrived for hringing this LItter contract into opera­
tion, the contract with the Colonial Go\crnment, which was only for one year, had 
termiuated, and the Colonial service afterwards performed by the Company W~d only a 
provisional service specialiy authorized by the Lords of the Trea~ury as a temporary 
meaSllre. 

The precautions adopted b~~ the Company to insure tile constillction of ships, efi1cient 
in all respects for the performance of the mail service, and tIle delivery of such ships 
wi!hin .the,time at which they would be required, are then adverted to; and 011 these 
}lomb It wIll be lleces~ary to make a few observations tJefore the close of this letter' but 
in rcfel:ence,t.o the credit as~ull1etl by the COI~lpany for ~Javin? ordered and cOl1str'llctecl 
four ships v.-ndst three would perform the serVIce, 1 ~lm 111 thIS place to remark, that the 
Company were bonnd by their contract to have at :111 times a sllfncient number of ~;hips for 
~be due e\:ccllti(:11 of the service, a~ld that the sufficiency of three ships depended on the 
lll~proba~le contl.ngency th,at no ~hIp. should meet with an accident, or be required to be 
lalel up fo~' clean1l1g or orchnary repairs. 

The Director,." howev~r, do 110t substantially rest their case lIpon the allegation that 
t!le conti act ,has been strIctly performed, but urge various circul11:',tances to show that the 
nght \'este(~ In the Postmaster General to put an encl to the contract olwht not to have 
been exercIsed. b 

~~s an excuseJor the deJay of ,tl:e builcler:i in completing the ships, the Directors refer 
to the doubts r:ll:ed ~~s to the valic,l'ty of the contI\lct, on the appointment by the HOllse 
of Commons of lhe Select C0l11lnlttee on Packet Contracts in July 1859, which doubts 
t~~ley allege were strengthened by a letter addrc:,sed by the Lords of the Treasurv to the 
Company, 011 the (2'2d June lS{)O. .I 

The ~ir:ctors submit th~~t, un.der th~se circumstances, they ouO'ht 110t to have been 
compelkd lO commence the serVIce unttl October 1861 )r f t b tl f 1 
August 1S60, the day on which the subsilly ",'IS votee; \'y °tlllr ~J';n mal) IdS t

r
lo

l11 
t le 9th 

tl 
'b ' fi 1 B I 1 . .' u le louse an 1e contract 

lele y con rmel. ut t ley ose swht of the £Ict tl ' t r' ~ 
was made by the Company at the ti[~e refcl"'ed 'to I,: ItlO app 11catl0~1 Ol~postponement 

f
' 1 \ I ' " nOI a any ot ler tlJne [or a postpolle 

m~nt ,0 t le . engt 1 now mentlOned. I nsteacl of so actilw tl C . b . -
WIth ll1SUffiClent means, and entered u "on the ' b' ,l~ 0ll1pan~ egan the serVIce 
occasions, followed, of uro'ilW the Postl~~aster G COlli sIc \\ hiCh they Sll1ce, on sllccessive 
not within the terms of th~ c~ntract. " enera to allow them to employ \'essels 

The words of your letter miui1t seem to im 1, tJ t b D 
Company pressed upon tile Postmaster Gerfe~al 1~ e ~re ~he contract co~menced the 
1st .lune lSSl ; but 110 such al1l)lic'ltion \\'a' . 1 bsuslJenslOll of the serVice nntil the 

1 
' , 'C~ male y the Com 1'1 1 Ie) I D 

cem ler,last,. when tbeir operations had entirel br 1-,. .' pany un I, t 1e _t 1 e·, 
the penod first named by themselres for " ' Y, ~. O,"Clfl ~IOWll, ~\l.ld a consl(lerable part ot 

On the 7th November l'lSt the C a ,~usple'l"lIOll ° the serVIce had expired. 
which was ~rallted ~1l1d s··t1a'ted til' t °t[;lp~~ny as.;:ej,c I for a susrension until March 1861 

• :~, c1 dcy\',ereu]" fil • ' 
silould be Il1 a po~ition to carry ont the .. ) (on l en~ that, by t~lat period they 
master General. . selVlce to the entIre satIsfactIon of the Post-

The 
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The Directors state that it was urO'ed upon the Company that the commencement of 
the service at the time stipulated, vi~., JUlle 181)0, was an indispensable condition. If 
these words are meant to imply that this urgency was f)'om the Post Office, I am directed 
to state that no such pressure was exercised by this Department. 

The Directors next allege that, though they have done their utmost to perf()rm the 
service, the Post Office Department has inflicted severe penalties upon them for any 
concession which has been granted to them. 

This statement is incorrect. 
1'\0 penalty ,,,as imposed for the employment of the" Parana" when s~Je was permi~ted 

to take the mails, and no penalties have been levied for the man)' occasions upon wi1lch, 
prior to the signing of the agreement for the suspension of the service, the Company 
fililed to provide any packet for the conveyance of the mails on the appointed days. 

With respect to the fines inflicted as the condition upon which the Company were 
permitted to send the mails by the" Prince Albert," the Postmaster General desires me 
to observe that, as the Company were liable by the terms of their contract to a penalty of 
500l. for every t~'elve hours' delay in the despatch of a suitable vessel, the permission 
which was granted to them to employ a vessel not coming within the ~tipulation of the 
contract, subject only to a single pe!lalty of 500l., so far from being oppressive, was a 
great indulgence, since by sLlcll permissioll all question of further penalty was waived, 
and the remaining part of the subsidy for that voyage', which wOldd have been lost had 
no vessel been sent, was allowed; in bct, it was a lower payment for an inferior service, 
and only a deouctiol1 from the subsidy to that extent. 

In reference to the penalty of s,oooe. claimed from the Comp~1l1y in consequence of 
their not recommencing the service on the 26th l'vIarch, I am to observe that, as the Com­
pany, after their repeated failures, had been allowed to sllspencl the service till that day, 
and had been cautioned at the time when that sllspension was agreed to, that, unless 
they recommenced the service on the appointed day, and thenceforward performed the 
conditions of the contract strictly accordilIg to their fair intent alld meaning', the Post­
master General would feel it incumbcnt upon him to terminate the contract, it \vas the 
duty of the Company to have provided more than olle ship before th:lt day arrived, the 
more especially as they had stated in their letter of the 7th November last, applying for 
a sllspension till March, that by March they should have three \lew ships fully eqllipped. 

In conseqllcnce of the inability of the Company, therefore, to provicle a proper ship for 
the conveyance of a mail on the L~Gth March (the ship offered in place of the" Hibernia" 
not coming within the stipulations of the contract), the Postmaster General, after the 
intimation made to the Company, would ha\'c been fully authorized to put an end to the 
contrac~; and his sllbstituting the penalty of :3,0001. for the forfeiture was, in fact, a large 
conceSSIOn. 

It is alleged that the Company have not had an opportunity of explaining the difficulties 
of their position, and that they have not received at the hands of the Post Oflice that 
consideration which they had a right to expect. The Postmaster General cannot admit 
the justice of this complaint; on the contrary, he maintains that very 1i'equent oppor­
tunities have been given to the Company to make explanations, both \vritten and oral, and 
that those explanations have met with great consideration and even with illdulgence. 

In proof of the alleged want of such consideration, the Dircctors complain that in June 
1860 they were required to send a ship to Newfoundland ,,,,ith the mail:. conveyed under 
the provisional arrangement before referred to three days in advance of the first packet 
appointed to sail under the Imperial contract. The Postmaster General can see no ground 
for their complaint on this head. To have decided othenvise would have been equindent 
in his Lordship's opinion to grantillg two subsidies for the performance of ollly one service, 
and as the Company made no offer to give up the Colonial subsidy of 1,000l. for the 
voyage of the Q.'3cl J lllle it was not reasollable to expect that that vO)'3ge would be 
dispensed with. In the following month, as the Company expressed their willino'ness to 
forego the Colonial subsidy, the Postmaster General consented to their proposal b to send 
no separate packet. The Postmaster General cannot, however, admit that the with~ 
holding of this subsidy can properly be described as imposing a fine. 

The refusal of the Fostmaster General to accept the" Parana" for the conveyance of 
the first mail is brought forward as another proof of want of consideration on his part. 
But this refusal was fully warranted by the previous performances of that vessel in the 
service of another company, and was further justified by the result of her voyages when 
permission was afterwards given for her employment on two occasions by tile Atlantic 
Company; since on one of these voyages she was 1 day 5 hours behind time at St. John's, 
and on the other 1 dav 13~ hours. 

(lS~.) 01 < Q The 
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. . ened to the" Connaught" on her attempting The statement that the accIdent wh]~lll bapp (ngeney provided for by the contract, to start [i'om Galway with the first mal wlas a COtn 0
1 
f tIle" Parana" cannot be admitted. . . 11 d the> emp oymen ' 'd and that sllch prOVISiOn a owe l~ b . p~lI'ed with more than one ship, surveye It was the dllty o~' the Companyfito 1a;e t~en P:~n;encement of the service. The clause and approved, before. the date xe ,oro ree l~~e disabled ships by other vessels co.uld not in the contract allowmg the Comp~n) t

l
· I Ptl Company had neO'lected to provIde the be intended to apply to a case lIn w 1.IC Itl lefi '8t }lalt of the s~me clause. But eve n ffi . b I' of ships advertel to m Ie I < .' h f h su clent num e f h "(' auo'ht ,. did come wlthm t e terms 0 t at supposing that the break-d~wn ~ t t f e .. hOI~~< li~u of the vessel disabled, a ship not only clause, the Company were oun] ad uffilnl~'t and it was for the Postmaster General to f . '1 t aO'e but also 0'000 an e Clen ; < . h f' h o SImi ar onn b' I '. "'. t J' in the first clallse of the contract, ow ar e decide under the aut lonty gIven 0 11m . I d fi 't' "d f I ssel as comlllO' uncleI' t lut e 111 IOn. cOIlI~ conSI er any Phar IChll ar ve I ployed by the Company, it is to be observed that WIth respect to t e ot er vesse s em f tl t ffi' t I " p.' Albert" althollO'h described' bv the Company as one 0 Ie mos e elen t le Illlce ,~ " b dl . £i'om 15 1 hours to ~1, clays steam shi s afloat, performed the service very .a y. occllp~mg I . -2 . . . Il' hour~ beyond the time stipulated in reachlllg St. John s, and bell1g' beh~ld tune at N~w York twic(' in her three voyages, once to th.e extent o~ more than ~~Hee . :)'s. The" Adriatic," purchased by the Company, IS unquestIOnably a ~e~) cfficll:!nt vessel, and the one vovaO'e which she made under the contract was most satlstactory .. But she is the only ves;e("whi~h .has saile.d under !he Company's contract that has performed (Ill 

parts of the servIce wlthm the stIpulated tIme. '. The vessels constrllcted by the Company have not p:'oved satls~actOlY·, , The" Connaught" on her first outward voya¥'e . dId .not arrive at ~t. John s, New­foundland, until the eighth day, instead of wl~hm. SIX da.zs, a~ stlpLlI~lted by the contract. On the second voyage the time occll'p!cd Jl1 reachll1g St. J ohn ~ was seven days and a hal( She was in a very leaky condItIOn. when. the fire, by which sh~ ~vas destroyed before reaching Boston, broke out, and she IS behcved to have been deficient 
in strength. . . . The" Hibernia" on her voyage to Galway met wIth bad weather, and. sustalllec1 .111-juries. The Company, on being requested by the Postmaster General ~o gIve a de~aIied 'report of those injuries, answered, under date of the 28th March, that" fhe vessel slllpped "a heavy sea, which carried away her skylights fo1'wan1, <In.d caused her to make "water." On the 6th of April she was re-surveyed by the Admiralty surveyors, and was found to be considerably strained and unseaworthy. From that time she has been in dock at Liverpool; and the Postmaster General has reason to believe that a considerable time mllst still elapse before she can be sent to sea. 

'''ith respect to the" Columbia," the surveying officer reported that the construction of her hull was in many respects faulty; that she was fit, however, to carry the mails for two or three voyages dming the Slimmer, but that after that she should be carefully examined in dry dock, when he apprehended that she would be found not to have that degree of strength which was requisite to prevent straining and leakage when at sea. Under this opinion, the Postmaster General felt it his duty to accept this vessel for two round. voyages only. The" Columbia ,. on the only voyage she has made was 4 days 6 hours over her time in reaching St. John's, and 6 days 2 hours over her time in reaching Boston. On the return voyage £'om Boston she exceeded the time allowed by 3 days 8 hours, and was 1 day m~ homs over her time from St. John's. In consequence of the injuries she sus­tained in ~his her only voyage, she has since been sent for repair to Liverpool, where she now remams. 
In referring to the circumstances connected with the Newfoundland service, the Com­pany have brought forw~rd nothing new with respect to the obligation of the Company to lan~ and embark mails. at Newfound~and, as part of the service stipulated for in the Impenal contract of Apnl 1859, amI. paId for by: the subsidy of 3,000l. per voyage. The Postmaster General must declIne re-opemng this question. In two letters, respec­tively dated the 20th November and 3d ~ecember last, the Company were informed that the Postmaster General could not agree m the construction which they put upon this contract. 
His Lordship felt it his duty to take the contract as it stood, and to act in accordance with what he considered to be its obvious interpretation. 
When, t~erefore, the Company, ~hich took another view, had failed in the performance of the service undertaken,. and app~led for a suspension of their contract, the Postmaster Genera~ woul~ ~ave lost SIght of hIS duty .to the public if, while granting this suspension, and winle remlttmg the very heavy penaltIes to which the Company had subjected them-

selves 
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selves by no~ pr?viding ships, he had n~t taken the opportunity of clearing up all doubts 
as to the obhgatIOns of the Company wIth respect to the Newfoundland service. 

As already observed, the subsidy under the Colonial contract was not 13,000l. a year, 
but 13,0001. for one year, which year had expired before the contract with the Imperial 
Government came into operation. And as, even according to the construction of the 
Company, every vessel employed uncler the Imperial contract was bound to call at St. 
John's to land telegraphic messages, the statement that the obligation to deliver mails at 
that port doubled the risk and cost to the Company is incorrect. 

The remark that the sllspension of the Galway mail service was the result of a suo>O'es~ 
tion made by the Postmaster General is so far true that, on the 25th August last, onl;~wo 
months after the service had commenced, the means provided by the Company for carryinO' 
on the service had proved so insufficient that the Postmaster General felt it to be his duty 
to caution the Comp:ll1Y tInt they nlust thenceforth either fully perform the obligations of 
the contract, or apply for leave to suspend it; and, except as regards the removal of the 
doubts above referred to, tile" very severe contract" which it is alleged the Postmaster 
General reqllirC'd the Company to enter into, was simply an agreement by which they 
were to undertake to recommence the service :lr the period first !lamed by themselves, on 
the sallle conditions as under the original contract, \vith a warning, as already mentioned, 
that if they ag:lin failed to comply with those conditions the contract would be terminated. 

\','ith respect to the" threat" of which they complain, tbat unless such agreement were 
signed within seven Ilays the Postmaster General would put an end to the contract, they 
have omitted to add, that the draft agreement was forwarded to them on the 21st 
November, and it was not until the 19th January that the Postmaster General fixed 
seven days as the period within which the agreement must be signed. During all this 
time the Company were performing no service, and were cOll:iequently rendering 
themselves liable to heavy penalties, which, however, were not ellforced. 

As to the cornpbint of the Director:-, t)::lt they ';ave not had an opportunity of learning 
wbat instfllctions have from tirne to tiDle oeen given to tbe Admiralty surveyors 
respectin:~' the survey of' the Company's ship:" nor wIut have been the precise nature and 
terms of the surveyor's reports upon any of the sllips snbmitted, I have only to observe 
that the report:; of the suneyurs ~,rc lllaJe (,;1' the inforl1lation of' the Lords of the 
Admiralty, and through thenl ill" Postm:l:o;ter General, who by the terms of the 
contract is made the sale judge of the ·\e~sels which shall be accepted for the mail 
service. 

Although the immediate cause of the termination of the contract was that the Com­
pany did not provide all efficient ship for the conveyancc~ of the mails of the 7th May, 
such failure was preceded by many similar failures before the suspension of the contract, 
and by one :f.,ilure even during the short period tbat had elapsed since the time appointed 
for the resumption of the service. It was, moreover, kI10,\'11 that the Company had at 
the time only one efficient t;hip in their ~;L'nicc, wllich ship was ill America. 

The Company contend that the" Parana" was an elficient ship under the terms of 
their contract, and that she had been pasi-iul and accepted by the Postmaster General on 
a former occasion, for a precisely similar voyage from Galway to Bostoll, which she had 
performed under the time allowed by the contract. In making this assertion, tile Company 
again keep out of sight that, although the" Paralla" reached Boston witllin the time 
allowed, she was 1 day 5 hours behind time at St. John's, ~mll that the result, tllerefore, 
of that very voyage showed that she was 110t fit for the :,;ervice for which she had on that 
occasion been accepted. 

The Postmaster General must repeat the statement made in my letter of the Gth 
ultimo, that, in his decision on this and all other nautical questions, he bas been guided 
by the advice of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, who, in their letter on the 
subject, stated that they did 110t consider the speed of the" Paralla" sufiicient to secure 
a fulfilment of the stipulations of the contract. 

That their Lordships were correct in this opinion is proved by the result of each of 
the voyages made by the " Parana," the time allowed for the service between Galway 
and Newfoundland (the performance of which within six days was, in the opinion of the 
Postmaster General, one of the most important conditions on which the large subsidy 
was granted to the Company) having in one or other direction been on every occasion 
exceeded. 

The Company seem to consiJer that, as they are subject to penalties for excess of time 
on the voyage between Galway and the UniteJ States, sllch excess is not an infringement 
of the stipulations of their contract, and they urge that the public do not suffer by such 
excess of time. The IJostrnaster General cannot admit this view. A failure to perform 

the 
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the service undertaken within the specified time is equ~lly a breach of the contra?t, 
whether the default does or does not render the Company lIable to fines; and the 4Sd 
clause of the contract distinctly provides that it niay be terminated by the PostI?aster 
General in case of any breach, notwithstanding that the Company have. been sllb~ected 
to fines on account of such breach. The Company forget that the publIc do sufler by 
delay in the delivery of their letters, and it has happened several times that letters 
forwarded by the Company's packets have reached their destination later than if they bad 
been kept over for conveyance by a subsequent packet of another line. 

Tile Postmaster General believes that he has now disposed of all the points of any 
importance raised by the Directors, and has to remark that the statements contained in 
my letter of the 15th ultimo remain unshaken. 

In conclusion, I am directed to state that the Company, after repeated failures, to which 
great indulgence was accorded, and after being allowed temporarily to suspend the service 
altoge~her, undertook, on its recommencement, well and truly to perform the obligations 
of theIr contract; and as they failed in this engagement, it was with great regret that the 
Postmaster General felt it to be his duty at last to carry into execution the decision which 
he had already informed the Company he should be compelled under sllch circumstances 
to adopt. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROWLAND HILL. 

. A. Boate, Esq., 
AtlantiC Royal Mail Steam Navigation Company. 
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