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'THE pl'opricty and utility of liolding up to imil£fiic'l1 fh.:: 

e,.;ample of those, u:/'o haa tho tlte challging sceues of IIllIny years, 

and to the end of life, adurned ti,dr Christiall pT()ft'SSi071, is not ou!v 

dictated By comTllon SCII.',,·, Inti also j<lsljicd by e:rpcricllce ({nd tear

nlnlcif Holy Scriplure. Cleat is I!/C cfowl if u'i/llcsSfs mentiol1ed 

hy St. Paul i salutarJJ and ills/rue/iu t!lEir /estimony and cxwr:p/e to 

the Church. This cluud I{'({S small in its beginnillg: but fro II! righ

teous Abel to Apostolic Paul its increasc Wai; astonishing; alld JI(/"

haps still marc so to our on'n times. It increases still: allollll r witnu$ 

is I believe nOl{' added, in the su/!;u'l oj the follol{'ing sermOIl, to in

crcase its magnitllde and ex/md ct'en to us ils I,appy injiucllcc. fUllY 

u'e alljollow them who Iftro jilltlt and patience now illl,oil II/(, pro· . 
11USf'S. I s!tall say nothing 10 rccommcmZ the fu/{olrillg .s'crmon. It 

WflS lcritlc7I ldj'o1'c illcao ("licacd, and upo/t very shorl nolice; ({lIri 

I did not feel lIIyO'erf .ius/ij/ai in i/;aki!lg fill!! al/alltiuliS (J;ccpl ,~ 

few, and those chi'fly t'n-bul 01/0. 





A SERMOlf, 

Preached in the Jllet/wdist Chapel at LiuajJool, at the FWII:ral (1 

MRS. ADlG:'dL NEWTON. 

A gr(7cio1:s !V,man retaillelh IW,lOW·.-l'/,('l'C7'US Ii c. IG v. 

~q·U{E design of"\ Fllnt'rl'i Sermon, i~ not only to <lir' " th,' ::!!en:i-
J~1 Uf! (,f '"l[ Ii,;:<\'"'' to III(J awful su\'j""d of mortaltly : IlO:; "Ii;), \.0 

!a,wont til<; ks~ of thi" UiTL' Ill, the pi""s and tjll~ iJtlln(,luJt; \"Ii ,lis() 
tr" :~~- .. :.d tip tJ!.t'f t'x:.rp,·jr: t(~ i1u;tatit)JI, to ,a;~~~!Jdy tlll' ~r'\L(' ot C'ld In 

r:htln, to p3.y tLt;i~ l'(J-:i.Jwr,.€:J ;:.' :il~(>r\'td trihut. of grtiii'dh· and rrs-

11"12\:(, 'lrd :0 of;'~: ,'i \;,e frltH.IS alld I'll dives of u'"jlarltu wort!:, lho 

(':')!!"- "i 'll~ II IJlch the hope of IInmorlalily .,1fJrds. 

I ENTr.,R upon the solemn (1:;U(,S of this hour, wdh mingletl 
feelings ot rel5",'et and pleasllre : ft':;rll for t!l~ loss of RH illv81t;;!,ie 

friend, a m,eful memuer of Dill' church, find a l'aUcfIl of [lidy and I",i

fUl'mily-pleasnre at being favoured lJY all lllH'xpectvd act of a f'ra

cioll:; Proviuence, with tile opportunity "llic h I BOW (ilj"Y, of !H:.-!""rlll

ing the funeral rites ofa most ;"especla~le Female, f"r \ .. jlllll' I have al

ways had the highest esteem, ani.! who was in my opiuion a truly bra
el ous worn/Ill. 

I PROPOSE in the fo\i"w;ng discollr~e, first, To ,]cscrihe ?~ 
concisely as I conveniently can, the charuder of a ~facious womau, t9 
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.. llf'W her pteuliar honour, ana its secunty anll durahility. I shall, se· 

.conuly, lay before )01) all epitome of the religions experience, pious life, 
and exemplary churactcr of our deceas~t1 friend, Mrs. NEWTON; and 
then cOllcluue exhorting all present to fullow her as she followed Christ 

Jeslis. 

Alld first, I am to describe the character of a gracious woman'!' 

A G R.\CIOVS woman expericllce.~ the saving effects of that 
grace of God wilich Ll'illgs S<llvatloll to the lost sinner; which fills the 
soul willi CUllfiuellee in the g'reat Redeemer; which ullff)lu~ the trl::a
sllrc~ of (he love of Christ tel the believer, fllld ,vhich enahles its ['OS
SeSsor to auoru the dndrine of Gou the Saviour iu all things. 

A G IUC10l S woman has a firm, an unshaken faith in tl!e Lord 
Jeslls Christ, the Son of God, and the olily Saviour of sinners: she 

trusts in I,im alanc; to him she COllllllits in well.duing the keeping of 
her so.:I, lJQlicvillgo th~t there is 110 naille under I}eaveu given among 
men wherelJy she CRn be SIVE'II bllt the name of Je~us. She therEfore 
It·I,,·,. wholly lipan !,im: his ulood is her oilly plea, his name her strong 
toWtT, his I igllteousu(:ss alill merit the ground of her acceptance, and 
his preciolls prufni~es the firm basis upon which she b~ilds:l,lI her IlOpes 
of hcavcu. 

A Gil .\CTOVS woman experiences tbe sanctifying infllltonce~ r;>f 
the spirit of Cbri,t, challgillg her heart, subduillg her will, purifying 
her J~~;rps, renE'win~ Ler lJuttlre, fillillg her with diville love, raiSing 
Iler ,ti!~,ction~ CllJOVE' the ",,,rid, the creature awl cn'a\erJ good: she is 
L,lrll of the spirit, a child of God, an heir of l]od, anu a joillt ht:ir wilh 
Cillist ltsus the Lord. She !;as not received again tiJ3 spirit uf bond. 
a;::e Ullto (t;,,·, !Jut the spirit of atlol'lioll, whereby she is enabled to cry 
A!JO;l F;.lher! my Loro a:ld my God! She also elljo)'s the fruits of Ihe 
spirit, love, j"Y, peace, lOllg slllf;;ring-, gelllle!les~, gootinesp, fidelity, 
medUiess, temperance: by th~st: her tranquillity is secured aDd her 
character aJorHtd. 

A GRACIOl'S woman keep" herself unspotted rrom the world 
lIatin:; sm willi a p~l ;cd kltred, she sll!llls the vtry appearance of" 

* It is not tile illteutioD of the" ritel' to assel·t, that none are [J)"(tCiou$ 
n,olllc)/,."i!llbo~e "ho C"H'" fully up to the standard hpre lalll down; but as 
the "il~,·et. "f tllis SHI1lOIl C"Bl~ 3S ,war to i1 as 11l0~t female Euints It i~ the 
tluly U. ail, as t~" as it IS SCl'il'tIMal, to aspire aikr it. ' 



I')il, and comes out (rom among the ungncJly. Relying upon (liyirie 
gl ,H'e ~lie fi:;hts (l~ain'it the world, the fllsh and the devil, :tlld com~iI 

otr victnriolls. Holiness to the Lord is her motto: his word is hlr 
Iule; hi, holy ~pirit her !,(uide ; the example of Christ her p'~ttern, aud 

ilis glory her COIISl:.lUt aim. 

A GRACIoUS woman delights in the service and worship of 
God: slle tloes not prefer a party of plea~nre to the honse of prayer; 
a son of Tilespis to a Minister of the Gospel; a wtlr written play to a 
good iOermon; or the crt,wded assembly to the company and convt:rsa
troG of tll/') followers of the Lamb. She is glad when they say Itt us- go 
up to the house of the Lord; ~he delighteth greatly ill hiH COlO

m~.ndmel1ts, ana i:s the comp~Ili<>'1 of those who excel in virtue. 

A GRACIOrs woman is sincere and' upright in heart.;· her eye 
is single: sloe lives a life of hlimLle faith, of holy love, of aruellt fer
vant prayer. She is a womau of one business; religion is that bllsi
npss: her hOll~e is a tempfe, her closet a holy place, a~d her family a 
church, instructed and disciplined according to the rules and precepts 
of the Gospel. 

A GRACIOUS woman loves her family. and is truly alill'e to 
their temporal and eternal interest. If a wife, she loves her husband, 
conceals his infirmities, anll stu.dies to promote his happiness and ho
nour. If a molher, she loves her children, and briugs them up in the 
fear of God. If a mistress, she treats her d()me~tics with kiudness, 
and dirrcts their attention to ettl'llal as well as temporal things. If a 

relative, she has a most affectionate' aud Ilions I'egard for all who are 
allied to her. by the tender ties of cousangninity. Indeed. her ben'!
volent heart ex.pands with Christian atfeelion to every member of the 
g-reat hnmall family. She does good to all; she prays for all, not ex
cepting het· enemies, (for evltugTaciolis persons sometimes have cliemid) 
but their enmity is not ouly forgiven, but also' forgotten; every idea 
of it IS swallowed up in overflowing lo·Je tl1 their immortal souls. 

A GRACIOUS woman strives to grow in grace, and advance in 
the knowledge of God her Saviour in a/l· thiegs. She pre~ge~ toward~ 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Cht:ist J eSll~. 
Cleansing herself from all filthiness of the t1c~h and spirit, she perfects 
holiness ill the fear of God.. Huill&' au eye to the recolllpcllCe of r~~ 



"arJ, ~he goes on from grace to grace, from strengtll to strength, till 
she appear8 perfect before the God of Gods in Zion. 

A GRACIOUS woman feels deeply interest.ed ill the salvation 

of sinners; prays devoutly for the peace and prosperity of Zion, anrl 

r(>joi~es greatly in the enlargement of the Redeemer's kingdom. Puh

lie institutions for this purpose receives her aid ;-she fills the sails 

which waft the Missionary-gives energy to the press of tI\e Biole 

Society-distributes pious tracts among the poor-comforts aud in
suuets thc penitent ~inner-confirms by her cOllnsel anll example tile 

waverillg believer,-and hy her prayers hulds up the hands of the mi. 

lIi~tt:rs of the Gospel. 

A GRACIOUS woman is, according to her power, the friend 
of the poor, the sick, the stranger, the widow, the fatherless: she 

feed~ the hungry, cloathes the naked, is eyes to the blind, feet to the 
lame, ears to the deaf. She comforts the afflicted, pouring th6 balm 

of consolation illto their troll hIed spirits, She also pities the wander

ing and unfortunate of her own sex, and strives to bring them back to 
the paths of piety and virtue, 

A G RA.CIOUS woman is a kind and sympathising friend; her 
sweet word a are like a precious ointment, and her prudellt counsels 

impart wisdom. Her constancy gives stability to the wavering-her 
tenderntss alleviates the sorrows of the distressed-her smile dispels 

the gloom of the disconsolate, and her tender hand smoothes the p-illow 
.of the dying' She is a friend, not ouly in the suns-hine, but also in 

the storm-not only in prosperity ,hut also in adversity-not only in 
. health. but alst) iii sickness-not only in life, but even in death; as 

she is the most tender, she is also the most constant earthly friend. 

A GRACIOUS woman is supported by the hope of ~mmorlality. 

Feeling ill common with all the pious that here thEre is no continuing 
city, 110 abiding place, no unmixed pleasure, no durable happiness; 

that tbis i5 Ii state of trial, a vale of tears i she therefore sets her af
fections upon things that are above, where Christ sitteth at the right 

hand of GolI; looking not at temporal but eternal thin~s, she aspireli 

after a mallsioll in her father's house-after the resl which remains for 

the people of God. To this one object, to find a place in heaHn after 
the trials and duties of life areovt:f, all her prayers, her failh, her pa

tience, ber zealand piety are .directed ;.lihe li'Jes for this, and for tbi~ 



libe die". What a truly honourable character, how worthy of admira~ 

lion, l"t~spect, and imitation! 

N oW the hOHoui" of the gracious wom'ln is an honour pecu
liar to her SeX, and sheds a lustre on her duties in society, her piety 

and benevolence, her constancy, humility, patience, fi,leitty, and pu
rity. In her Vie do not seek, nor would we wish to find, those mas

culine virtues so necessary and useful in man, and by which he is fitted 
for the tnore active and laborous dulies of life, and at the same time 
distinguished from the Bofter sex. Indeed, I admit that there are 

many virtues common to the sexe~; but even these, in order to please 
and profit in woman, must bear the peculiar stamp of the feminine 
ch:lfacter; though as firm, though as ardent as in man; thpy must still 

retain all that softness, all that tenderness, all that modesty, which is 
the peculiar btauty and ornament of the sex, to produce their proper 
effect, and secure their due meed of praise. 

GOD himself honours the gracious wotnan, and was pleased to 

ordain that she should be the favoured illstrument of healing the breach 
of which woman was at first unhappily the cause. Messiah was gra

ciously promiseu: " the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's 
btad /" Anu when in the fulluess of time this promise was to be ful. 
filled, a virgin was the hououreu instrument which infinite mercy se

lected, for the gracious purpose of convey in; the blessings of salvation 
to a lost worl,l: and although this honour was peculiarly anll superla
tively the privilege of tue Virgin Mary, it also diguifies the character 
of every gracious wOlliall; of every woman who endeavours, by her 

personal piety, benevolence, anu zeal, to lessen the €Viis which sin 
bas brought into the world, and to promote the happiness of the human 

race. 

GOOD men honour the gracious woman with an honour very 

different from that which is paiu to a beautiful face, a fine shape, or 

f'legant accomplishments. The former is the imrnctliate gift of God, 
and is pleasing to the disceruing beholder, and advalltageous to the 

possessor, because adorned witb mod~sty, piety,' and virtue; the lat
ter is merely incidental. These are fadillg. Favour oblaineu by these 
is ueceitful and vaill, bllt a woman that f~areth tbe l.ord, slle shall be 

praised: she trnly adorns the fetnale character; she lays holt! of our 

best affcttions; she retaiuiI our cliteem when youth, and health and beau~ 



ty flil. T:le' hng.?r s:li. lives the more powerful her inl'lttcnce onr nS 

b~I'I),nes; and when we folio\\" her to tbe gra.ve, it is with liveliest feel
iilgS of affection, gl'iet~ and admiration. 

BUT the gracious woman is honoured most by th'lse whf) 
know her lIEst. A sli:;ht, a partialltcquaintance does lIot afford sulli
(:i~nt opportunity to discover the trut' motives by which pious persons, 
~spe"ially females, are illfluenced, and the feal value of thtir characters. 
We mUBt know thelll iutimately, we must know them long, to discover 
all their grrod qualities, and make due allowance for their imperfectio'll8. 
We mllst follow them into their families, to their closets, to the abodes 
of misery, to the beels of thE: afilicl.€J, to the couches of lhe dying, to 
1Jroperly appreciate their worth. Female excellences are" not osten
tatiou8, nor obtrusive, but retired j" and opportunities are selJom af
forded to bring them intu public view. And yet their effects are uot 
the less certain or salutary; like the gentle wtream which glides silent
ly along, fertiliziug the fields through which it flows, the gracio!lll 
WOmdtl, mrtler the influellce of a Saviour's love, diffuses bl-essings all 
around: The commullity in which she lives, the church of which sit" 
is a member, liel' more illtimate ac([uailltance, but especially her own 
family are benefite(l by her piety and iustructed by her bright ex
.uill)te. 

WHH a bealltiflll :lnr! strik;ng description is given by Solo
mon of such a w"man, especially in the domestic circle :-" Who call 
"Iiutl a virtuous woman? for her price is far beyond rubies. 11lJe heart 
of her hushand Joth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no neetl. 
of spoil. She will do him g.uod and 1I0t evil, 3,11 the days of her life. 
She se("k~lh wool, and flax, all,f worketh willingly with her hallds~ 
She ii; like the merchauts ~hips, sh'e bring-elll her food frolll afar. She 
risc-til also, while it is yet ni:;ht, and giveth meat to her householtl, 
and a porti~n to htr maidens. She cOll~idereth a fielJ, an~~ buveth it : 
,\ith tile fruit of hn haulls she planteth a vineyard. She girJeth het' 

loins with strength, !luJ slrengeneth he~' arms. She perceivt-th that 
her merchandise is gooJ: her candle goeth nct out oy night. She 
Iayeth her hands to the spindle, and her !Janos hold the distaff. She 
strekheth out her hand to the I'oor; yea, she stn,tcheth forth her hahds 
to lhe needy. SI,(: is !Jot airaid of the snow for her householJ; for ali 
her housellOld are clothed with scadet. She lIIaketh herself covering! 
of t;1,1ltstry, her clolhiu3' is silk and purple. Her husband is known in 



tlJe gates, when h2 sil!pth among the elders ortlle land. ~h~ m~keth 

fine linen, arlll selkth it, onel u~liverdh girdles unto the merchant. 
8trell,;th anu hononr are her c!ualhing, and she shaH l'qniee ill lime 
to come ~he openell! her mouth with wisdum, allli in ll~r tongue 1$ 

the law of killdness. She looketir wdl to the ways of her household, 
anu eateth not the '-'read of idleness. Her children arise up, ant! cal! 
her hlessed ; her hl1~band also, and he prais~th her. 1\1 any daug-h
ter~ have done virtuollsly, but thou excellest lbt:m all. Favour is (:c

ceitful, and beauty is vain, bul a woman that fcarelh the LOIW, glw 
shall lJe praiser!. Gi\-e her oC the fruit of her hauds, ami let her own 
works praise her in the gates."-Provel'bs, chap. xxxi, 'C. I 0 to the end. 

BUT shall the gracious woman lJe hononred ouly in tIl is life ~ 
No, a gracious woman retaineilt honour; as it grows with b",r yeHrs 

an'] strengther.s with hler d{;cay, 80 it fers,\ke~ Irtr nut in tile moment of 
dissolution; the eternal God is her refuge, and I!llrierueath are the 

everlasting arms. This is Secured to her hy the diyine pl'omisf, Ly 
obedient faith, by purifying- hope, by p:llient continuance ill well-doillg' 
to the end of her christian race; her Illemory is hl~ssed hy lhose &he 
leaves behind, and having land ana followed Chri~t in the regeller\\

tion, she is honoured oC tire Father ill the abodes of immortality; hav
ing confessed Christ befure men, he will cOlJfe~~ her before hi~ futller 
liud his holy angel:;. 

THE remains of a gracious woman, our much esteemed frien,l 
and sister, Mrs. NEWTON, now lie beCore yuu; and we are asscrnidul to
day not only to.convey her buuy to tha silent tomb, the dark and nar
row house, Lut also to honour hH memory, to praise rcdm·ming love 
011 her behalf, to profit by the rememurance of her example, alld to 2.r
ply the healing balm of Cf)II~ulation to the minds cf her dc(;ply amict
ed family aud friends ... I shall therefore, as propused, now hy berUiC 

YOIl an 6lpitohle of her Chrisli311 experience anu piolls life, cbitlly fur
nished by her much afflicted hnsband. 

:\Jns. NEWTO!'/ was called e:;trly in life to seck lhe Lori!. 
When about fifteen years of age she was a w~kenet! (hy the ministry of 
,orne of the MeLilOJist preachers who first visited this town) to a sense 
of her lost estate, anu the necessity of ohtailliug s"lvation by the f,)I'
givelless of sius throug-h failh iu Christ Jeslls; and SUOl! arkr was ad. 

~)l\tted a member of the l\lelhol1i&t Soci£:ty, ano evinced her sincl:rity 



as a 5incere seeker of the Lord, by a constant attendance on all the 
means of grace, and by abstaining' from all those evils which the word 
of God foruids. She walked for some time in great heaviness, and ha~ 
to wade through deep water~, naturally ansing from her peculiar situa
ti(jll .. but bein" fullv persuaded that she was right, she persevered in 

, ,0., 

the path of duty, looking for salvation by grace threngh faith; and 
encourr;gcd by the preachers of the gospel, alld many piouti friends who 
took her by the haud (some of whom are now present) she soon became 
stedfast and immoveable. She was often much bles&ed ill ber soul 
while attending the ordinances of God's house, and enjoyed an auti
past of heaven ill the love and favour of her Redeemer, before she re
ceived the direct witncss of the spirit of God, testifying with her spi
Tit that she was a child of GUlL The time when shefirit received thi~ 
pledge of love is not exactly known, as some parts of ber diary or 
journal of God's ~racious dealings with her soul (and which it appears 
she was ill the habit of keeping till within a short time of her decease) 
are missing; but from what remains it apiJearS, that although of a very 
diffident disposition, often doubting of her state, and inclined. to write 
bitter things agaillst herself, she nevertheless enjoyed peace in her soul 
through a sense of the pardoning love of (;od. But the state of her 
mind. will best appear in her own words. On the last sabbath of th~ 
paGt year she writes thus :-" December 27. This was the last sabbath 
of the year; and I bless God I can nnmber it amon!, the most pro
fiitable I have enjoyed through the whole twelvemonths; though de
lHived (by ill health) of the privilege of joining in public worship, I 
found a present Saviour at home, and think I can truly say my soul 
was ill a praying frame through the day, that I had in some degree lei
lowship with the F ctther and the Son through the evar blessed Spirit.'~· 
A blessed testimony this of her discipleship! On the first Lord's day 
of the present year she write~ as follows :-January 3, 1819. "What 
a mercy tha.t I live to bthold tile first sabbatl",in this new~year! Ona 
I know who saw the eomnwncement of the year is this day in eternity! 

thousand others whom I know not, doubtless have shared the same fate j 

solemn consideration! how brittle a thread is human life; how un eel'. 
tain in its duration, how frail in its tE'xture! and yet we see thousands 

of our fellow mortals living as if it had an infinite duration, and as if 

this was the only sphere in which they would he called to act, as if 

their chief harpiness consisted in accumulalilw the perishinO' treasures o 0 

of earthly Ihin~s; Oh, itraD~e infatuation! Ob, fatal dalwiiion! aw,: 
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ful ind~td \1' ill be the consequences; Lord suitably affect my heal 
with the consHleration, and never let mt< set my affecliolls upo 
the perishable things of this transitory world: by grace presen 
me from fl1l1ing- from Illy steadf~stnp,s@, aDd est"bli,h my heal 
with all thy weight of love." - This shews a gracious dispositio 
in fee\iug and mourmng for the sins of others, aud a conscious 
ness that htr help was only in the Lord-She adds, " I should hav 
gone with much pleasure to the house of God to day, had my healt 
permitted; may the grdcious Lord strengthen me, if it is his blesse 
will, to appear there SOOD, to offer him my thanks and praisE;s and t 
perform my vows; ( feel a desire to enjoy health again, I think wit 
a view to u£efulnees: I pray God my present indisposition my be sane 
tified by his grace, that I may produce greater degrees of holiness an 
usefulness; 1 would do somelhin~ for him who has done so much fc 
worthltss mt.'~ These are the breathings of a truly pious soul: an 
it appears that the Lord did hear and answer her requests; for on Sun 
day the 17th January rohe writes. !' Through infinite mtrcy I wa 
permitted thi~ day to go to the hvuse of GQd, to joiu with those wh 
kt;pt holy day. I felt it a privilege, and trust my heart gratefull 
bowed before the God of all my llIercies, for his unspeakable goodnes 
to me a sinner. I felt bound by additIOnal ties to that Saviour who cal 
ried my sins, bore my sorrows, an~ sympathizes with his unworth 
creatures ill their afflictions and temptations; his precious grace ha 
~upported me under my trials and afflictions, and I desire by the sam 
grilce to devote my little all to his s€f\'ice and glory: and O! that h 
would pHfect what is lacking in my soul, that he would sanctif!.! m 
wholly and seal me his unto redemptions dayoJ> 

THE compass of a sermon will not ailmit the numerous ex 
tracts which might be made from her diary; these I expect will ap 
pear in their proper time and place to edify the Church of Christ, ani 
to comfort her afflicted friends: one qnotation more will close thelic ex 
tracts. 011 the first Snnday in May 1819 which ends her diary, sh 
says; t< Through the mercy of God I was again enabled to worship il 
his house and pay my vows in the midst of his people, while ( took th, 

cup of salvation; 0 ! that my soul may be refrtshetl thereby and ml 
IiIpiritual strength renewell; I feel mystlfa worm of the dust; I weake 
than a bruised reed, help I every momel1t !lied! Lord grant me tbil 

belp I beseech thee! 0 liiau(;tif), my ~G\ll, bQdy and spirit, vlcaoac IllJ 



heart from eVEry pollution, seal me thine eternally, give me a constant 

illirit of devotiun, 
, A heart in every thouc;ht renew'd, 

Aud full of love dll'ine ; 
Perfect lind rigll!, alltl pure and-good 

A copy, Lord, oftl.ille." 
F!\OM this time forward it I!oes not appeal' that she commit~ 

ted <lny thiuf;' to paper, except some f:pistolary correspondence with her 

friends at a di3tancl', as her health declined very fast, notwithstandiug 

alltht; means used for her reco-.ery, anti L:.d solicitous care and affection

ate atlclJtion of her husband, daughter and other frieuus: her disorder 

bad taken too deep root to be removlld by human help, IIlld the Lord 

had determined in bis inscrutahle Providence, speedily to take this 

'i gracious u;oman" to that happy country, where the inhaiJitauls no 

more say" I am sick." This she was conscious of more and more, and 

though willing to use all the medicine prescribed for her, she despaired 

of recovery and seemed anxious to prepare the minds of her family and 

frit'ntis for the painful stroke of parting forever in this world. This 

~he did with great compusure of mind, and gave many a'ffecli<lnate ad

monitiuns and Cbrislian cOIITlsels to those who were allOnt her, which 

will I trust be long kit and remembered. 

As to her own slate, she gave evidellt proofs that her affec
tions were wfaned from the world; and her mind became m<lre spiritu-
al and heavenly a<; the moment appl'ollched when she was to bid a long 
fuewtdl to ~ll below the skies. She manifested much palience alld pi~ 
ous resignation to hEr Heave1lly Father's will; no murmur es.::"\ped her 
lips. but her language was' Good is the will of the Lord.' The word 
of God was her delight whicb she requested to have often read to her r 
'With those most prpfitable memoirs of dying Christian!; (foulld in that 
nry valuable work tlte Methodist l\1ngazinll) whom she longed to imi. \ 
tate: and was anxious to add her dy illg testimony with theirs, that 
CI.ristians " do nut follow cunningly devised fable~." -She enjoyed 
great calmness and tranqllillity of miud, E=specially the last three weeks, 
of her life, anli often said she had a peace in her soul which the world 
could lIot give, that death had lost its terrors, and that Christ was her 
tIluly tru~t; her COllstant language when she could speak was,-

c. I the chief of sinners am -
But Jesus died fo1' me.':" I 



i ARRIVED here a few days before ner death, allo found h"t 
rapidly approachillg the coufines of the grave. She could not sptak 

except with difficulty; uut the uuusual serenity of her cont!:llance, her 

uplifted eyes and hallds, discovrred the stale of hfr soul, and the place 

where her thoughts were centred. I said to her, I hope Mrs. :[It£w
'rON that YOll are at times happy in God ~ Her reply wa~,-" Yes, 
nearly at all times." At another time, to comfort her under her pre

stnt sufferings, I WITS speaking of the happiness which awaits the peo~ 

pie of God in a better world; site said very distilJctly, " 1\1 Y portion is 

sure." I was edified by her patience, corrected by her pain, COIll

forted by her re~ignalion to the divine will, and encouraged allu 

strengthened uy her hope of immortality. 

SHE suffered much bodily pain in the pang" of death: but 

just before she <:xpired (to the que~tion of her aff"cllonatc :\1111 much 

aillicted husband) she said, in a whisper anti cordial sqlleeze of his hand 

« I am going to the Lord; my miud is comfortable,"-alld soon after 

felt asler-£, in Christ, and clos€d her eyes on all, till the resurrection at 

the last day I 

SHE was truly €-xemplary; and having mnde the Lord her 

portion, he became the guide of her youth and the choice of her riper 

years: she was welt estaulished in the doctrines of the Christiall reli

gion as taught by the Wesleyan Methodisl~, (and though 110 bigot) she 

preferred that branch of the church of Chnsl, and was a member of 

Our Society for about 28 years; and always demeaned herself with 

zeal, piety, and uniformity; and f think I am justified in holding her 

character up for imitation, as a Cllri~li(ln, a; wife, a pannt, a child, 
a sister, a friend, and head of a family. She was ifldeed RIt tlnd Su

loman ~ays of a virtuous wo~an already noticed. J had the pleasure 

and profit of her acquaintance for some few years, and cOlJsHlered her 

one of the excellent of the earth. Having found salvation in the name 

of J esos, she had to the last moment an ullshaken confidence in him. 

Her hatred of sin was very remarkable, but not more so than her love 

to holiness, or delight in the service of God's hOllse, from which she 

was hardly ever absent when health permitted her attendance. She 

was a pattcfIl of neatness, economy, industry, and pidy in her family, 

and always kept up family worship in the absence of her husuand. 

Sincerity and uprightness were a distinguishing trait in her char~cter, as 

was her joy ill the prosperity of religion among all denominaliolls of 



Chri~tians. ~he delightetl in Bible and Misssionary Societie~, ot 
which she speake with peculiar pleasure in her diary; considering the 
former as forming a remarkable epoch in the history of the church. 

Her benevolence alld hospitality appeared to have been limited only by' 

ller means; and she was often the messf'nger of cunsolation to tile wi

dow and orphan, the sick and dying. She was the founder and patron

ess of the Female Sunday SchooI in this town, an institntion which 

has already been attended with the most lJeneficial effects upon the 

minds and morals of the ignorant poor, who have been taught, and even 

in many instances also clothed by her exertions. She was a lover of 

the discipline as well as the doctrine~ of the Methodist ChuTch, was a 

c:onsisteut amI useful memlJer of it, and wished to see oth~rs so. N ot

withstanding her respectable rank in life, lJy birth and marriag-e, her 

(Jress was plain; she never, not even in youth, loved filH:ry, which was 

considered by her as the mark. of a weak mind, and not cunsistent 

with the Christian character. She was a persoli of a good llatllral under. 

standing, which she improved by reading, for which she had both taste 

and opportunity. She was a most valuable friend, and that too when 

a friend is most necessary, when the body labours under severe :.liliicti. 

on, or the 'Ilind is cast down and discouraged by the perpkxities of life. 

In a word she wag" a gmclo"s woman; aUlI that Gad, in whom was her 

confidence and hope did not forsake her in the last painful conflict, Lut 

supported ht'r by his grace and the prospect of a glorious immo~tality. 

BUT had she no faults you will say? That question is an

~wered by herself, when I tuld YOIl that her sense ofLeing a lost sinner 

led her by repentance and faith to lay hold upun Jesus as her" wis

dom, righteouslless, sanctification and redemption:' and her daily 

confessions at a throne of grace discover thl:: humbling views she had of 

herself; which are conspicious in her diary. Her infirmities (and 

what mere mortill is free from intirmitie~) were constitutional, and 

sometimes ~prung from her very virtues, from her hatred of sin, her 

love of order and her zeal for the truth itself. But I never conld dis. 

cover that she indulged herself in any known sin, or ne~lected any 

known duty; so fully was her soul under the influence of divine grace .. 

in a faithful and conscientous use of every gospel ordinance, and a 
steady and uniform discharge of -every Christian duty. 



1 rsHALL now conclude with exhorting you all, especially tlHi 
'emale part of my audience, to follow her as she followed Christ J fSUS. 

YE females who are now in the morning, the bloom of life, 
follow the example of this gl'aciol(s woman, Ly remembtring your 

Creator in the days of )'our youth, by early giving your heart to God, 
taking him for your portion and the guide of your steps in the slippery 
paths of life; by speedily fleeing to the Lonl Jesns Christ, who i3 

the hf)pe set before yO\l, belie\'inl5 in his name, trusting in his atoning 
blood, and obeying from the heart the preet-pts of hi3 go~pel; by 
filial obedience to the authors of your being; by forming pious haLiti 

"hile the heart is yet tender and peculiarly susceptihle of goot! im~ 

pressions, and while the tide of life is in your favour. Ere long the 
evil days shall come, the years arrive when you shall say there is no 
Fleasure in them: the sun shall be darkened, the clouds return after 
the rain, the keepers of the house tremble, the strong bow themselves; 
the grindirs cealle, sle~p depart, music cease to please, the head be~ 
eome grey and giJJy, imaginary dallgus abrrn, the grasshopper be~ 

come a burden, and desire fail! Youth is the best time to serve the 
Lord: the heart is not yet h ard(lleJ in sin, the mint! is not fettered 
with prejudice, but lie!! open to conviction, the conscieuce is Ilot $eared 
Vlith guilt, the feelings are not benumbed wilh evil habits or blunted 
by age, while the spirit of God is powerfully striving". O! yield 
yourselves UI;to God: lay a good foundation agairlst the time to 

(lome, against that time when the silver cord shall be loosened, the 
golden bowl broken, the pitcher broken at the fountain, and the wheel 
at the cistern; when dnst shall rdurn to dust again, and the spirit to 

God who gave it; when man goeth to his long home, and the mourn
ers go about the streets." In the morning of life suw the good seed. 
aod in the evelling you shall reap an abundant harvest. 

YE females who fill the honourable station of wives, follow 

the example of this gracious WOIl!all. She discharged in a most ex~ 
emplary lnannH, for more than three and twenty years, the import~ 
ant duties of that tender relatiun. A good wife is from the Lord. AiiiI 
I believe that much of human felicity is placed ill the hands of women, 
I wish every woman knew and would exert to the utmost all hfT 
power of doing good: not only your own happiness, but alsfiJ the hap~ 

pinus of the community at large, and especially of your respecllve 

f.'lIniliej would be sreatly promoted thereby. "How knowest thou 



o wif!', but that tholl £halt !3:ve thy hl1sbaml," thy children, thy i'e-: 
)ativt'~ ? If the in,t!lllces of domestic happineslI are more DnfileroUl 
in Nova-Scotia than in many other conutrits, (and I believe they are) 
th'i~ arises, not ftom any pec!!liar locftl advantages which we enjoy, 
but from the suptrior prudence" constancy arid goodness' of our wiveii, 
who are not perhaps ex:ceeded by allY ill the world. But siil1 tbere i. 
mud. room for improYement, especially ill piety, fdith, zeal, and reli· 
~if)US knowledge; III all these our lamented friend set a bright exam
}lle. Emnlate ht::r excellencies', and strive also to excel. This wilr 
exttnd your happy inrltiellce" rivet the affections of your husbands, 
hrrnz dowil the blessings uf the aged, command the reverence aild imi
tation of the young, strike with awe the ullgOdl-y and licentious, an<f 

~xcitloi tbe admll'ation of the good. 

YE females who bear tIle respectable the endearillg name of 

Innthers, fullow the example of this gracious woman .. train up your 
children in tiH" ,~ay they should go, bring them lip in the nurture and' 
admonition of the Lore!. Do this becau~e it is your duty, because 
your aflectio7!!! impel YOII, becaus'e their eternal Iwppillcso may depend~, 
upon it; atld becaune tHey may ha'le both grace alld Oppol'tulJity to' 

ren'ard even here all your pains'. You may have a piolls, a dutiful, 
all aifectionate cllild as she liad, to minister to yuu 011 a 8ick, a dyin; 
Led, to prdy with, to comfurt you, and to receiYe you'r la~t sig h; to 
fullow your example, to supply yonr pl'ace in dIe family, in the com
illllllity, ill the chl1rch j to perpetuate yonr friell(lshi'l's, yonr chari~ 
ties, your love to Chri,t, to his minillters, his CaUIlO1', his people; to' 

bow with you befure the throne of God, to rejoice with you and alt: 
!he sanctified ill the m'oruing of the resurrection. 

tE weepiog- relatiyes of this gracious' woman {olio" lier eXd 
2!11ple, and Or:lW consolation from her unshaken faith, her benuine 
piety, hel' IIGly joy, her patient l'esig:llation, her hOffe of heaven, hH 
tr:lIlquil al~J happy death, Both sorrow and joy agitate your feeling, 
~eQrts: ybtl weep, bllt IIOt 35 the"€; who are without' !tope; your hope 
IS th::tt ~he sleeps in Christ yonr I,ord. You fpjoice, but nut' as those, 
who are insensiLle of their loss, but because her trials her s\Jtff'rinrr~ , 0 

are at an end, <lad" the mortal affliction' is p~st." Your loss' is great, 
is in this life irrepail'olule, bnt it w'ill' be repaired in another aud a bet~ 
ter life, and gO repaired as to eradicate frolll tlie mind all painful re
lllembrancc of til': pa¥t; nay even ill tllllJ life tlUI remembl'anee err hel' 



lf~rtlle~) and the profit of hH eXQlJlplr, will I trllst in ~ome good oE!,re, 
compensate the pain occasioned by her death. For I persuade myself 
tl._at her example hAS left an impresslOli Oil your minds, whilh 1I0t Gnly 
))eVtf will be erased, but ",hic~ you will faithfully follow to the eud of life. 
}low ean her mother * forget such a daughter, who W1I3 not ollly re
markal.Je fQr filil!1 obedience, but also the happy instrumellt ill the 
hand of 90q, or milch flpiritulli good to her soul, alld the comfort of 
her d~~liuiug years? How can her sisters forget such a si~,ter, wllQ 
'8t before tl,tem an e~ample which they have l,Ilreatly learned to fol/o,,'. 
who ~oothed their minds in the hour of sorrow, and suppvr\ed their 
.teps in the day of t~ial? And shall her feeling her tender husl.tand 
cease to cheri~h her memory? No; he loved her with too lJIuch lemler
ness, he knew her \;,alue to,o well, h,e \llljoyed her ~oci€ty. her afliJe
tions~ her friendship, her example too, long, ever to forgel her. Alltl 
can she be forgotten liven for a moment by her only child and duugh
'ter, who \y1l~ brought up by her in wisdom's ways? Already had you. 
learned not only to reverence but also to obey, Ilnt ouly to ad ,uire but 
also to imitate, not ouly to love but also to foHow her, who gave you 
being, who ~upported your tottering steps, who lau~ht " your yOIlIl;; 
ideas how to shoot," who set before YOIl the value of a Savionr, who 
led you by the hand to the house of God,_ who instructed you iu your 
duty to your creaif,r, to yonr parents, to society. to yourself; who 
pointed out to YOII by precept and example the path to !wavell! AnI! 
~an YOH 1:/0W forget su~h a mother, such a friend" now tll"t you haV6 
fully ill your view the whole of her pious life, crowned by a tranf'[uil 
and happy death? Methillks, while the purple current continUES to 
flow, while the various duties of life are to be performed, while tha 

bour of trial lasts, while memory continues to do its office, you will 
lIot cease to think of, revere and imitate her! 

BUT shall not all these tender ties become more tcnt1>er and: 
much stronger, as well ciS more du,able in the king~om of heaven r 
What il pleasing tI!ought! You must al~o die, but follow her to ~Iory, 
and you shall not only meet others of the (amily who are gone hefore, 
but the mother shall again receive her child, the sisters and brotherlil 
their sister, the dauf?;hter her mother, and the hllsiJand bis wife: Yea. 
you shall join the whole family of he!l.ven in that happy alld g IOl'iol,ll 



stale, ~ ... ere tlJere is no distinction of sexes, or kindred, where ther~ 
is 110 paiu, no partihg, no sickness, no death. 

CHRISTIAN believers of every cJenomillation, but r-speciallr 

you who are members of this church, follow the example of this gra
cwus womun. Follow her in the firm belief of the dQctrines you have 

beell I.lIlght, in the strict and conscientious observance of oUf discip~ 
line, in u:liform (lidy, ill punctual attendance upon the worship of 
God, in hatreJ of sin, and Jove of holiness, in affection for the ministers 

of the word, ill arrlent zeal for the Billie and Missionary causes, in 
)11)1 int$s of life and cOllversati()n. . That· she excelled in all these is 

well k"own to mr)st of you who are noV? present, but best known to 
those who kntew ber hest. ~be was born among you, being the daugh
ter of tbat worthy first magistrate, SIMEON PERKINS, Esq. who wail 
all honour to this country, and did much to promote its best illter~sts. 

Her whule life is hefore you: here she set out on her heavenly course! 
and ~t"adily held on her way, sustainillg with honour to herself, profi~ 
to otbers, and glory to God, the various charactefQ of an o[,edi£:nt 
child, a ch~ste wife, an affectionate parent, a good neighbour, a kind 
belltf~ctress, a constant friend, a zealoQs and uniforn Methodist, a pions 

Christian, through the changing scenes of three and forty years; aml 
here sb£: finished that cour~e, in slIre and certain hope of a joyful re
surrection! Her good works praise her this day in the gate; aud I 
lIelieve all present iR this very numerous and respecta[,le·aunience* with 

one consent, rise up tbis day to bless the memory of this gracious wo
man! May we follow her as she followed Christ Jesus! May we all 

meet her in the skies, where pain am! parting are 110 more! ! Amen! t. 
Now to God, &c. &c. &c. 

~ The Chapel was 80 crowded that numbers could Dot get i~ 



f 

lIYMN SUNG AT THE FUNERAL~ 

'UNVEIL thy bosom, faithful tomb; 
Take this new Treasure to thy trust~ 

And give this sacred Relic room . 
To seek a slumber in the dust. 

Nor pain, nor grief, nor anxious fear 
Invade thy bounds,-no mortal woe~ 

Can reach the Lovely SleejJer here; 
And Angels watch her soft repose. 

So Jesus slept: God's dying Son 
Past through the grave, and bless'd the bed~ 

Rest here fair Saint,. till from his throne 
The morning break and pierce the shade. 

BreOlk from his Throne! illustrious morn t 
Attend, 0 earth his sovereign word; 

;Restore thy trust, a glorious form; 
She must ascend to meet her Lord. 

f' ! N I .. ~ 
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