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ADVERTISEMENT,

.

THE propricty and utility of holding up to imilaiicn the
example of those, who have thro the changing scencs of many years,
and to the end of lifc, advrned their Christian profession, is not only
dictated Ey common scnse, but zz]sojus/{ﬁcd by ea*pm‘icnce and war-
rant of Holy Scripture. Gieat is the cloud of witncsses mentioned
by St. Paul ; salutary and instructive their testimony and cxample te
the Church. This cloud was small in its beginning : but from righ-
teous Abel to Apostolic Paul its increase was astonishing ; and per-
haps still more so to our own times. It increases still : another witness
15 I belicve now added, in the subjcct of the following scrmon, to in-
crease its magnitude and extend ceen to us ils happy influence.  May
we all follow them who thro fuith and paticnce now inkerit the pro-
mises. 1 shall say not/z.in;,f to recommend the following Sermon, It
was wriilen before it was dilicered, and upon very short notice ; and
L did not feel myself justificd in inaking any alteratious cxcept ¢t

Jew, and those chis fly verbal oncs.

Liverpool, Novcnber 6,






A SERMOTY,
Preached in the Methodist Chapel at Livcrpool, at the Funerel of

Mrs. ABIGAIL NEWTON.

A grocious "Voman retaineth honour.—roverbs 11 ¢ 16 v.

FIERHE design of 2 Funeral Sermon, isnot only to dircet the aitenti-
K on of vur hiear-ss to the awful subject of mortalily @ not oniy 1o
fament the ks of the upnizbit, the picus and the benevolont; but also
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aonoid up ther examode to imitabion, to waguily the grace of Gl in
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m, to pay thei w2mories the deserved teibute of gratitade and res-

20 offer in e frienas and relatives of depurled worll, the
«ibns which the hepe of immortality wilurds.

1 ExTER upon the solemn dutics of this hour, with mingled
feelings of regret and pleasure : veyvet for the loss of an invaluchle
friend, a useful member of our church, and a paticrn of piety and wei-
furmity—pleasnre at being faveured by an unexpected act of a gra-
cious Providence, with the opportunity which 1 now enjoy, of pertirin-
ing the fuueral rites of a most respectable Femule, for whom 1 have al-
ways had the highest esteem, and who was in my opivien a traly gra-
cious woman.

I provosE in the follawing disceurse, first, To describe a3
concisely as I conveniently can, the character of 2 gracious woman, to
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shew her peeuliar honour, and its security and durability. 1 shall, se.
condly, lay before you an epitome of the religious experience, pious life,
and exemplary character of our deceased friend, Mrs. NEwTON; and
then conclude exliorting all present Lo follow her as she followed Christ
Jesus.

And first, I am to describe the character of a gracious woman®

A Graclous woman expericnces the saving effects of that
grace of God which Lrings salvation to the lost sinner ; which fills the
soul with confidence in the great Redeemer; which unfolds the trea-
sures of Lhe love of Christ to the believer, and which enables ils pos-
sessor to adurn the dectrine of God the Saviour in all things.

A araciots woman has a firm, an unshaken faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, aud the ouly Saviour of sinuers: she
trusts in him alone; to Lin she commits in well-dving the keeping of
ber soul, bLelieving that there is no name under heaven given among
men whereby she can be saved but the name of Jesus.  She therefore
rehies wholly wpon fdm @ his blood is her ouly plea, his name her strong
tower, lis righteousness and merit the ground of her acceptance, and
his precious promiyes the firm basis upon which she bpilds all her hopes
of heaven.

A cracrous woman experiences the sanctifying influences of
the spirit of Clrist, changing her heart, subduing her will, purifying
her desires, renewing Lier wuature, filling her with divine love, raising
her aifzctions above the world, the creature and created good : she is
born of the spirit, a child of God, an heir of God, and a joint heir with
Chuist Jesus the Lord. She bas not received again the spirit of bond-
age unio [eur, but the spirit of adoption, whereby she is enabled to cry
Abba Fulber! iy Lerd and my God ! She also enjoys the fruits of 1he
spirit, love, jov, peace, long suifering, gentleness, goodness, fidelity,
meckness, temperance: by these her tranquillity is secured and her
character adorned.

A Graciors woman keeps herself unspotted (rom the world
Hating sin wilh a pesicel hatred, she shuns the very appearance of

* Itis not the juteution of the writer 10 assert, that none are gracious
qromen, bt those who come fully wp to the standard here laid down ; but as
the subjrcr of this sermon came as vear 10 it as most female saints, 1t is the
duty o ail, as far s it is seripiurcal, 1o aspire atter it,
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evil, and cotnes out from among the angodly. Relying upon divige
giace she figbls against the world, the flesh and the devil, and comes
ofl' victorious. Holiness to the Lord is her motto : his werd is her
zule ; bis holy spirit her guide ; the example of Christ lier puttern, and
Lis glory her consiant aim,

A Graciovs woman delights in the service and worship of
God: slie does not prefer a party of pleasure to the house of prayer;
a son of Tiespis Lo a Minister of the Gospel ; a well written play to a
good sermon ; or the crowded assembly to the company aund conversa-
tion of the followers of the Lamb. She is glad when they say letus go
up lo the house of the Lord ; she delighteth greatly in his coin-
mandments, and is the companion of thuse who excel in virtue.

A araciors woman is sincere and apright in heart ; her eye
is single : she lives a life of humble fuilth, of holy love, of ardent fer-
vant prayer. She is 4 woman of one business; religion is that busi-
ness : her house is a templ)e, her closet a holy place, and ber family a
church, instructed and disciplined according to the rules and precepts
of the Gospel.

A &racrons woman loves her family, and is truly alive to
their temporal and eternal interest. Ifa wife, she loves hier husband,
conceals his infirmities, and studies to promote his happiness and ho-
nour. If a mother, she loves her children, and brings them up in the
fear of God. If a mistress, she treats her domestics with kindness,
and directs their atteution to eternal as well as temporal things. 1f a
relative, she has a most affectionate and pions regard for all who are
allied to her, by the tender lies of cousanguinity. Indeed, her hene-
volent heart expands with Christian affection to every member of the
great human family. She does good to all ; she prays for all, not ex-
cepting hier enemies, (for even'gracious persons sometimes have euemies)
but their enmity is net only forgiven, but also forgotlien ; every idea
of it is swallowed up in overflowing love tu their immortal souls.

A gracrous woman strives to grow in grace, and advance in
the knowledge of God her Saviour in all thicgs. She presses towards
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Churist Jesus.
€leansing hersélf from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, she perfects
holiness in the fear of God. Having an eye to the recompence of rg=
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ward, she goes on from grace to grace, from strengih to strength, till
she appears perfect before the God of Gods in Zion.

A ceracrous woman feels deeply interested in the salvation
of sinners; prays devoully for the peace and prosperity of Zion, and
rejoices greatly in the enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Pub-
lic institutions for this purpose receives her aid ;—she fills the sails
which waft the Missionary——gives energy to the press of the Bible
Society—distributes pious tracts among the poor—comforts and in-
structs the penitent sinner—confirms by her counsel and example the
waveriug believer,—and by her prayers holds up the hands of the mi-
nisters of the Gospel.

A cracious woman is, according to her power, the friend
of the poor, the sick, the stranger, the widow, the fatherless: she
feeds the hungry, cloathes the naked, is eyes to the blind, feet to the
lame, ears to the deaf. She comforts the afflicted, pouring the balm
of consolation into their troubled spirits. She also pities the wander-
mng and unfortunate of her own sex, and strives to bring them back to
the paths of piety and virtue,

A Gracrous woman is a kind and sympathising friend ; her
-sweet words are like a precious ointment, and her prudent counsels
impart wisdom. Her constancy gives stability to the wavering—her
tenderness alleviates the sorrows of the distressed—her smile dispels
the gloom of the disconsolate, and her tender hand smoothes the pillow
.of the dying. -She is a friend, not ouly in the sunshine, but also in
the storm-—not only in prosperity, but also in adversity—not only in
‘health, but also fu sickness—not only in life, but even in death; as
she is the most tender, she is also the most constant earthly friend.

A eracious woman is supported by the hope of immortality,
Feeling in common with all the picus that here there is no continuing
city, no abiding place, no uumixed pleasure, no durable happiness ;
that this is a state of trial, a vale of tears; she therefore sets her af-
fections upon things that are above, where Christ sitteth at the right
band of God ; looking not at temporal but eternal things, she aspires
after a mawsion in her father’s house—after the rest which remains for
the people of God.  To this one object, to find a place in heaven after
the trials and duties of life are over, all her prayers, her faith, her pa-
lience, her zeal and piety are directed ;.she lives for this, and for this



3
the dies. What a traly bonourable eharacter, how worthy of 2dmira-
tion, respect, and imitation !

Now the honour of the gracious woman is an honour pecu-
fiar to her sex, and sheds a lustre on her duties in society, her picty
and benevolence, her constancy, humility, patience, fidelity, and pu-
rity. In her we do not seek, nor would we wish to fiud, those mas-
culine virtues so necessary and useful in man, and by which he is fitted
for the more active and laborous duties of life, and at the same time
distinguished from the softer sex. Indeed, I admit that there are
many virtues common to the sexes ; but even these, inorder to please
and profit in woman, must bear the pecualiar stamp of the feminine
character ; though as firm, though as ardent as in man ; they must still
retain all that softness, all that tenderness, all that modesty, which is
the peculiar beauty and ornament of the sex, to produce their proper
effect, and secure their due meed of praise.

Gobp himself honours the gracious woman, and was pleased Lo
orddin that she should be the favoured instrument of healing the breach
of which woman was at first unhappily the cause. Messiah was gra-
ciously promised : «“ the sced of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s
head P And when in the fulloess of time this promise was to be ful-
filled, a virgin was the honoured instrument which infinite mercy se-
lected, for the gracious purpose of conveying the blessings of salvation
to a lost world : and although this honour was peculiarly and superla-
tively the privilege of the Virgin Mary, it also diguifies the character
of every gracious womun ; of every woman who endeavours, by her
personal piety, benevolence, and zeal, to lessen the evils which sin
has brought into the world, and to promote the happiness of the human
ruce.

Goop men honour the gracious woman with an honour very
different from that which is paid to a beautiful face, a fine shape, or
elegant accomplishments. The former is the immediate gift of God,
and is pleasing to the discerning beholder, and advantageous to the
possessor, because adorned with modesty, picty, and virtue; the lat-
ter is merely incidental. These are fading. Favour obtained by these
is deceitful and vain, but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be
praised : she truly adorns the female character; she lays hold of our
best affections ; she retains our esteem when youth, and kealth and beaus
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beeomes ; and when we follow her to the grave, it is wiih liveliest feel-

ings of affection, grief, and admiration.

BuT the gracious woman is honoured most by these who
know her best. A slight, a partial acquaintance does not afford suffi-
cient opportunity to discover the true metives by which pious persous,
especially females, are influenced, and the real value of their characters.
We must know them intimately, we must know them long, to discover
all their good qualities, and make due allowance for their imperfections.
We must follow them into their families, to their closets, to the abodcs
of misery, to the beds of the afilicied, to the couches of the dying, to
properly appreciate their worth. Female exceltences are ¢ not osten-
tatious, nor obtrusive, but retired;”’ and opporlunities are seldom af-
forded to bring them into public view. And yet their effects are not
the less certain or salutary ; like the gentle stream which glides silent-
ly along, fertilizing the fields through which it flows, the gracious
woman, uuder the influaence of a Saviour’s love, diffuses blessings all
around : The commaunity in which she lives, the charch of which shs
is a member, her more intimate acquaintance, but especially her own
family are bencfited by her piety and insiructed by her bright ex-
ample,

WaaT a beautifal and striking desecription is given by Solo-
mon of such a woman, especially in the domestie cirele :— Who can
find a virtuous woman ? for her price is far beyond rubies. The heart
of her hushard doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need
of spoil.  She will do him guod and not evil, all the days of her life.
She secketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands.
She is like the merchants chips, she bringeth her food from afar, She
riseth also, while it is yet right, and givelh meat to her household,
aud a portisn to her maidens. She considereth a field, and buyeth it ;
with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her
loins with strengih, and strengeneth her arms. She perceiveth that
her merchandise is good: her candle goeth net out by night. She
layeih her hands to the spindle, and her Lands hold the distaff. She
stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she stretcheth forth her hands
to the ueedy. Slic is not airaid of the snow for her household ; for ali
her houseliold are clothed with scarlet.  She maketh herself coverings
of tapestry, her clothiug és silk and purple. Her Lusband is known in
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the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.  Shz maketh
fine linen, and selicth 4, ond delivercth girdles unto the merchant.
Strength and honour are her cloathing, and she shall 1¢joice in time
to come  She openeth her mouth with wisdom, aud in her tongue 2
the law of kindness. She looketh well to the ways of her household,
and eateth not the Lread of idicness.  Her children arigze up, and call
her blessed ; her hushand also, and he praiseth her. 3uny daugh-
ters have done virtnously, but thou excellest them all.  Favour is de-
ceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman that feareth the Lorp, she
shall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hauds, and let her own
works praise her in the gates.”” — Proverbs, chap. xzxi, v. 10 to the cnd.

BoT shall the gracious woman be honoured only in this life #
No, a gracious woman refaineth honour; as it grows with her years
and strengthees with her decay, so it forsakes her pot in the moment of
dissolution ; the eternal God is her refuge, and wnderneath are the
everlasting arms. This is secured to her by the divine promise, by
obedient faith, by purifying lhope, by patient continuance in well-doing
1o the end of her christian race ; her memory is blessed by those she
leaves behind, and having loved and followed Christ in the regenera-
tisn, she is hovoured of the Father in the abodes of immortality ; hav-
ing confessed Christ before men, he will coufess her before his father
and his holy angels.

THe remains of a gracious woman, our much esteemed friend
and sister, Mrs. NEWTON, now lie before you; and we are assembled to-
day not only to.convey her body to the silent tomb, the durk and nar-
row house, bot also to honour her memory, to praise redeeming love
on her bebalf, to profit by the remembrance of her example, and 1o ap-
ply the healing bulm of consolution to the minds of her decply afffict-
ed family aud (viends, , I shall therefore, as propused, now lay before
you an epitome of her Christian experience and pious life, chiefly fur-
nished by her much afilicted husband.

Mrs. Newron was called early in life to seck the Lord.
When about fifteen years of age she was awakened (by the ministry of
some of the Methodist preachers who first visited this town) to a scnse
of her lost estate, and the necessity of uhtaining salvation by the for-
giveness of sins through faith in Christ Jesus; and svon after was ad-
mitted a member of the Methodist Sociely, and evinced her sincerity
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as a sincere secker of the Lord, by a constant attendance on all the
means of grace, and by abstaining from all those evils which the word
of God forbids. She walked for some time in great heaviness, and had
to wade through deep waters, naturally arnsing from her peculiar situ:'a.-
tion ;- but being fully persuaded that she was right, she perse?vered in
the path of duty, looking for salvation by grace threugh f(fzth; and
encouraged by the preachers of the gospel, aud many pious friends who
took her by the haud (some of whom are now present) she soon became
stedfast and immoveable. She was often much blessed in her soul
while attending the ordinances of God’s house, and enjoyed an anti-
past of heaven in the love and favour of her Redeemer, before she re-
ceived the direct witness of the spirit of God, testifying with her spi-
rit that she was a child of God. The time when she firs¢ received this
pledge of love is not exactly known, as some parts of her diary or
journal of God’s gracious dealings with her soul (and which it appears.
she was in the babit of keeping till within a short time of her decease)
are missing ; but from what remains it appears, that although ofa very
difident disposition, often doubting of her state, and inclined to write
bitter things against berself, she nevertheless enjoyed peace in her soul
through a sense of the pardoning loye of God. But the state of her
miod will best appear in her own words, On the last sabbath of the,
past year she writes thus :—¢ December 27. This was the last sabbath
of the year ; and 1 bless God T can number it ameng the most pro-.
fiitable T have enjoyed through the whole twelvemouths ; though de-
prived (by ill health) of the privilege of joining in public worship, I
found a present Saviour at home, and think I can truly say my soul
was in a praying frame through the day, that I had in some degree fel-
Yowship with the Father and the Son through the ever blessed Spirit.’*
A blessed testimony this of her discipleship! On the first Lord’s day
of the present year she writes as follows :—January 3, 1819, ¢ What
a mercy that I live to behold the first sabbath in this new.year! One
I know who saw the commencement of the year is this day in eternity !
thousand others whom I'know not, doubtless have shared the same fate ;
solemn consideration ! how brittle a thread is human life ; how uneer.
tain in its duration, how frail in its texture ! and yet we see thousands
of our fellow mortals living as if it had an infinite duration, and as if
this was the only sphere in which they would Le called to act, as if
their chief happiness consisted in accumulating the perishing treasures
of earthly things: Ob, strange infatuation! Ob, fatal delusion ! av-
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ful indeed wiil be the consequences: Lord suvitally affect my hea
with the consideration, and never let me set my affeclions upo
the perishable things of this transitory world: by grace prescrv
me from falling from wy steadfostness, and establish my hea
with all thy weight of love.””—This shews a gracious dispositio
in feeling and mourmng for the sins of others, and a conscious
ness that her belp was only in the Lord—She adds, «“ I should hav
gone with much pleasure to the house of God to day, had my healt
permitted ; may the gracious Lord sirengthen me, if it is his blesse
will, to appear there soon, to offer him my thanks and praises and t
perform my vows; [ feel a desire vo enjoy health again, I think wit
a view to usefulnees: I pray God my present indisposition my be sanc
tified by his grace, that I may produce greater degrees of holinessan
usefulness ; 1 would do something for him who has done so much fc
worthless me.”* These are the breathings of 2 truly pious soul: an
it appears that the Lord did hear and answer her requests; for on Sun
day the 17th January she writes. ¢ Through infinite mercy I wa
permitted thig day to goto the house of God, to join with those wh
kept holy day. I felt it a privilege, and trust my heart gratefull
bowed before the God of all my mercies, for his unspeakable goodnes
1o me a sinner. I felt bound by additional ties to that Saviour who car
ricd my sins, bore my sorrows, and sympathizes with his unworth
creatures in their afflictions and temptations ; his precious grace ha
supported me uader my trials and afflictions, and I desire by the sam
grace to devote my little all to his service and glory: and O! thath
would perfect what is lacking in my soul, that he would sanctify m
wholly and seal me his unto redemptions day.”

THE compass of a sermon will not admit the numerous ex
tracts which might be made from her diary ; these I expect will ap
pear in their proper time and place to edify the Church of Christ, an
to comfort her afflicted friends: one quotation more will close these ex
tracts. Ou the first Sunday in May 1819 which ends her diary, sh
says; “Through the mercy of God I was again enabled to worship i
his house and pay my vows in the midst of his people, while I teok th
cup of salvation; O ! that my soul may be refreshed thereby and m)
spiritual strength renewed ; I feel myselfa worm of the dust; ¢ weake
than a bruised reed, help I every moment need.” Lord grant me thi
help 1 besecch thee ! O sanctify my soul, body and spirit, cleanse m)
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heart from every pollution, seal me thine eternally, give me a constant
gpirit of develivn,
' A heart in every thought renew’d,
And full of love divine;
Perfect and right, and pure and.good
A copy, Lord, of thine.”

Frou this time forward it dces not appear that she commit-
t2d any thing to paper, excepl some epistolary correspondence with her
friends at a distance, as her health declined very fast, notwithstanding
all the weans used for her recovery, and the solicitous care and affection-
ate attcution of her husband, daughter and other friends: her disorder
had taken too deep root to be removed by human Lelp, aud the Lord
had determined in bis inscrutable Providence, speedily to take this
“ gracious woman' fo that happy country, where the inhabitants no
more say ‘“ I am sick.”> 'This she was conscious of more and more, and
though willing to use all the medicine prescribed for her, she despaired
of recovery and seemed anxious to prepare the minds of her family and
friends for the painful stroke of parling forever in this world. This
she did with great composure of mind, and gave many aflectionate ad-
monitions and Christian counsels to those who were akout her, which
will I trust be long fclt and rememberzd.

As to her own state, she gave evident proofs that her affec-
tions were weaned from the world ; and her mind became more gpiritu-
al and heavenly as the moment approached when she was to bid a long:
farewell toell below the skies. She manifested much patience and pis
ous resignation 1o her Heavenly Father’s will; no murmur escaped her
lips, but lier language was ¢ Good is the will of the Lord.” The word
of God was her delight which she requesied to have often read to her j
with those most profitable memoirs of dying Christians (found in that
very valuable work the Methodist Magazine} whom she looged to imi«
tate: and was anxious to add her dying testimony with theirs, that
Christians « do not follow cunningly cevised fables.”’—She enjoyed
great calmness and teanquillity of mind, especially the last threec weeks
of her life, and cften said she had a peace in her soul which the world
could not give, that death had lost its terrors, and that Christ was her
ouly trust; her constant language when she could speak was,—

“ 1 the chief of sinners am,
But Jesus died for me,”
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I arrivenp here a few days hefore her death, and found het
tapidly approaching the confines of the grave. She could not speak
except with difficulty ; but the unusual serenity of her contenance, hex
uplifted eyes and hands, discovered the state of her soul, and the place
where her thoughts were ceuntred. T said to her, I hope Mrs. NEw-
TON that you are at times happy in God ? Her reply was,—¢ Yes,
nearly at all times.”” At another time, to cowfort her under her prea
sent sufferings, I was speaking of the happiness which awaits the peo
ple of God in a better world ; she said very distinetly, By portion is
sare.” I was edified by her patience, corrected by her pain, com-
forted by her resignation to the divine will, and encouraged and
strengthened by her hope of immortality.

SHE suffered much bodily pain in the pangs of death: bat
Just before she cxpired (to the question of her uffectionate and much
aflicted husbhand) she said, in a whisper and cordial squceze of his hand
“ T am going to the Lord ; my miud is comfortable,”’—and soon after
fell aslecp in Christ, and closed hLer eyes on all, il the resurrection at
the last day !

SHE was truly exemplary ; and having made the Lord her
portion, he became the guide of her youth and the choice of her riper
years : she was well established in the doctrines of the Christian reli-
gion as taught by the Wesleyan Methodists, (and though no bigot) she
preferred that branch of the church of Christ, and was a member of
our Society for aboot 28 years; and always demeaned herself with
zeal, piety, and wniformity; and I think T am justified in holding her
character up for imilation, as a Christian, 2 wife, a purent, a child,
a sister, a friend, and head of a family. She was indeed zll that So-
lomon says of a virtuous woman already noticed. I had the pleasure
and profit of her acquaintance for some few years, and considered her
one of the excellent of the earth. Having found salvation in the name
of Jesus, she had to the last moment an uushaken confidence in him.
Her hatred of sin was very remarkable, but not more so than her love
to holiness, or delight in the service of God’s house, from which she
was hardly ever absent when health permitted her attendance. She
was a patlern of neatness, economy, industry, and piety in her family,
and always kept up family worship in the absence of her husband.
Sincerity and uprightness were a distingnishing trait in her character, as
was her joy in the prosperity of religion among all denominatious of
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Christians.  8he delighted in Bible and Misssionary Societies, of
which she speake with peculiar pleasure in her diary ; considering the
former as forming a remarkable epoch in the history of the church.
Her benevolence aud hospitality appeared to have been limited only by
hier means; and she was often the messenger of consolation to the wi-
dow and orphan, the sick and dying. She was the founder and patron-
ess of the Female Sunday School in this town, an institution which
has already been attended with the most beneficial effects upon the
minds and morals of the ignorant poor, who have been taught, and even
in many instances also clothed by her exertions. She was a lover of
the discipline as well as the doctrines of the Methodist Chuich, was a
consistent and useful member of it, and wished to see others so, Not-
withstanding her respectable rank in life, by birth and marriage, her
dress was plain ; she never, not even in youth, loved finery, which was
considered by her as the mark of a weak mind, and not consistent
with the Christian character. She was a person of a good natural under-
standing, which she improved by reading, for which she had both tasre
and opportunity. She was a most valuable friend, and that too when
a friend is most uecessary, when the body labours under severe afflicti-
on, or the mind is cast down and discouraged by the perpluxities of life,
In a word she was ““a gracious woman ; aud that God, in whom was her
confidence and hope did not forsake her in the last painful conflict, but
supported her by his grace and the prospect of a glorious immoi‘t&lity.

But had she no faults you will say? That question is an-
swered by herself, when I told you that her sense of being a lost sinner
led her by repentance and faith to lay hold upun Jesus as her * wis-
dom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption,” and her daily
confessions at a throne of grace discover the humbling views she had of
hersell; which are couspicious in her diary. Her infirmities (and
what mere mortal is free from infirmities) were constitutional, and
somelimes sprung from her very virtues, from her hatred of sin, her
love of order and her zeal for the troth itself. But I never could dis-
cover that she indulged herself in acy known sin, or neglected any
known duty ; so fully was her soul under the influence of divine grace,
ia & faithful and conscientous use of every gospel ordinance, and a
steady and uniform discharge of every Christian duty.



17

1 suaLL now conclude with exhorting you all, especially the
Pemale part of my audience, to follow her as she followed Christ Jesus.

Ye females who are now in the morning, the bloom of life,
follow the example of this gracious woman, by remembering your
Creator in the days of your youth, by early giving your heart to God,
taking him for your portion and the guide of your steps in the slippery
paths of life; by speedily fleeing to the Lord Jesus Christ, who is
the hope set before you, believing in his name, trusting in his atoning
blood, and obeying from the heart the precepts of his goapel; by
filial obedience to the authors of your being; by forming pious habiis
while the heart is yet tender and peculiarly susceptible of good im-
pressions, and while the tide of life is in your favour. Ere long the
evil days shall come, the years arrive when you shall say there is no
Fleasure in them: the sun shall be darkened, the clouds return after
the rain, the keepers of the house tremble, the strong bow themselves,
the grinders cease, sleep depart, music cease to please, the head be-
come grey and giddy, imaginary daugers alarm, the grasshopper be-
come a burden, and desire fail! Youth is the best time to serve the
Lord : the heart is not yet hardened in sin, the mind is not fettered
with prejudice, but lies open to conviction, the conscience is nut seared
with guilt, the feelings are not benumbed wilth evil habits or blunted
by age, while the spirit of God is powerfully striving. O! yicld
yourselves unto God: lay a good foundation against ibe time to
gome, against that time when the silver cord shall be loosened, the
golden bowl broken, the pitcher broken at the fountain, and the wheel
at the cistern; when dust shall return to dust again, and the spirit to
God who gave it; when man goeth to his long home, and the mourn-
ers go about the streets.”” In the morning of Iife sow the good sced,
and in the evening yon shall reap an abundant harvest,

YE females who fill the honourable station of wives, follow
the example of this gracious woman. She discharged in a most ex-
emplary manner, for more than three and twenty years, the import-
ant duties of that tender relation. A good wife is from the Lord. As
1 believe that much of human felicity is placed in the hands of women,
I wish every woman knew and would exert to the utmost all her
power of doing good : not only your own happiness, but alse the hap-
piness of the community at large, and especially of your respective
families would be greatly promoted thereby, ¢ How knowest thou

»
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O wife, but that thon shalt save thy hosband,” thy children, thy ve
Jatives? If the instauces of domestic happiness are more numerous
in Nova-Scotia than in many other countries, (and I believe they are)
iiie ariges, not from any peciliar local advantages which we enjoy,
but from the superior prudence, constancy and goodness of our wives,
who are not perhaps exceedad by any in the warld. But still there is
muéh room for improvement, especially in piety, faith, zeal, and reli-
gious knowledge ; in all thiese our lamented friend set a btight exaim-
ple. Emulate her excellencies, and strive also to excel. This will
extend your happy inflience, rivet the affectfons of your husbands,
bring down the blessings of the aged, command the reverence and imi-~
tation of the young, strike with awe the ungodly and licentious, and
gicite the admiration of the good.

YE females who bear the respectable the endearing name of
inothers, follow the example of this gracious women ; train up your
children in the wav they should go, bring them up in the nurtere and
admonition of the Lord. Do this because it is your duty, because:
your affections impel you, because their eternzl happincss may depend-
apon it; aud becanse they may bave both grace and oppoirtunity to
reward even here all your pains. You may have a pions, a dutiful,
an af%ectionate child as she had, to minister to you on a sick, a dying
bed, to pray with, to comfort you, and to receive your last sigh; to
follow your example, to supply your place in the family, in the com-
munity, in the ehurch; to perpetuate your friendships, your chari~
fies, your love to Clirist, to his ministers, his cause, his people ; to
how with you before the throne of God, to rejoice with yoa and all
the sauctified in the morning of the resurrection.

A Y& weepiag relatives of this gracious woman follow her ex-
ample, and draw cousolation from her unshaken faith, her genuine
piety, her holy joy, her patient resigration, her hope of heaven, her
teanquil and happy death. Both sorrow and joy agitate your feeling
hearts 1 ybu weep, but not as those who are without hope; your hope
is that she sleepsin Christ your Lord. You rejoice, but not as those.
who are insensible of their loss, but because her trials her sutferings
are atan end, and “ the mortal afffiction is past.”” Your losy is great,
is in this life irrepairable, but it will be repaired in another and a bets
ter life, aud so repaired as to eradicate from the mind all painful re-
membrance of the past; nay even in thislife the remembranes of her
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wirtues, and the profit of her example, will T trust in some good degres
compensate the pain occasioned by her death. For 1 persuade myself
that her example has left an impression on your minds, which nol coly
never will be erased, but which you will faith{ully follow to the ead of life.
How can her mother * forget such a daughter, who was not only re-
markable for filial obedience, but also the happy instrument iu the
hand of God, of much spiritual good to her soul, and the comfort of
her declining years? How can ber sisters forget such a sizler, whe
sct before them an example which they have already learned to follow,
who soothed their minds in the hour of sorrow, and supported their
steps in the day of trial? And shall her feeling her tender husband
cease to cherish her memory ® No ; he loved her with too much tender-
ness, he knew her value too well, he enjoyed her society, her aflec-
tions, her friendship, her example too long, ever to forget her. And
can she be forgotten cven for a moment by her only child and dangh-
ter, who was brought up by her in wisdom’s ways? Already had you
learned not only to reyerence but also to obey, nat only to admire but
also to imitate, not only to love but also to follow her, who gave yon
being, who supported your tottering steps, who laught < your youuy
ideas how to shoot,”” who set before you the value of a Saviour, whe
led you by the band to the house of God, who instructed you in your
duty to your creator, to your pareats, to society, lo vourself; whe
pointed out to you by precept and example the path to hsaven! And
can you now forget such a mother, such a friend, now thai you have
fully in your view the whole of her pious life, crowned by a tranquil
and happy death ? Methinks, while the purple current continues to
flow, while the various duties of life are to be performed, while tha
hour of trial lasts, while memory continues to do its office, you will
not cease to think of, reyere and imitate her!

BuT shall not all these tender ties become more tender and
much stronger, as well as reore durable in the kingdom of heaven?
What a pleasing thought! You must also die, but follow hLer to glory,
and you shall not only meet others of the family who are gone before,
but the mother shall again receive her child, ihe sisters and brothers
their sister, the daughter her mother, and the husband his wife : Yea,
you shall join the whole family of heaven in that happy and glorious

# Mrs. Nawtoxn’s mother is still living.
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state, wuere there ig no distinction of sexes, or kindred, where therg
is no pain, no parting, no sickness, no death.

CHRIsTIAN believers of every denomination, but especially
you who are members of this church, follow the example of this gra«
cious woman, Follow her in the firm belief of the doctrines you have
been taught, in the strict and conscientious observance of our discip-
line, in uniform picty, in punctual attendance upon the worship of
God, in hatred of sin, and love of holiness, in affection for the ministers
of the word, in ardent zeal for the Bible and Missionary causes, in
holinese of life and conversation. That' she excelled in all these is
well kpown to most of you who are now present, but best known to
these who knew her best. She was born among you, being the daugh-
ter of that worthy first magistrate, StmeoN PERKINS, Esq. who was
an honour to this country, and did much to promote its best interests.
Her whole life is before you : here she set out on her heavenly course,
and steadily held on her way, sustaining with honour to herself, profit
to oibers, and glory to God, the various characters of an obedient
child, a chaste wife, an affectionate parent, a good neighbour, a kind
bencfactress, a constant friend, a zealous and uniforn Methodist, a pious
Christian, through the changing scenes of three and forty years; and
here she finished that course, in sure and certain hope of a joyful re-
surrection ! Her good works praise her this day in the gate; and I
believe all present in this yery numerous and respectable audience* with
one consent, rise up this day to bless the memory of this gracious wo-
man! May we follow her as she followed Christ Jesus ! May we all
meet her in the skies, where pain and partiug are no more ! ! Amen!!
Now to God, &c. &c. &ec. ‘

& The Chapel was g0 crowded that numbers counld not get in,
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HYMN SUNG AT THE FUNERAT,,
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UNVEIL thy bosom, faithful tomb;
'Take this new Treasure to thy trust,
And give this sacred Relic room
"To seek a slumber in the dust.

Nor pain, nor grief, nor anxious fear
Invade thy bounds,—no mortal woeg

Can reach the Lovely Sleeper here ;
And Angels watch her soft repose,

So Jesus slept: God’s dying Son

Past through the grave, and bless’d the bed,
Rest here fair Saint ; till from his throne

'The morning break and pierce the shade.

Break from his Throne ! illustrious morn !
Attend, O earth his sovereign word ;
Restore thy trust, a glorious form ;
She must ascend to meet her Lord.

FINISE,
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