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HER Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdon: of Great Britain and Ireland, and
the United States of America, being desirous to provide for the final settlement of the
claims of the Hudson’s Bay and Puget’s Sound Agricultural Companies, specified in
Axticles 111 and IV of the Treaty concluded between Great Britain and the United States
of America on the 15th of Juae, 1846, have resolved to conclude s Treaty for this purpose,
and have named as their Plenipotentiavies, that is to say - —

Her Majesty the Queen of the Uuited Kingdom of Great Bricnin and Ireland, the
Right Honourable Richard DBickerton Pemecii, Lord Lyons, a Peer of Her United
Kingdom, a ¥night Grand Cross of Fer Most Honourable Order of the Bath, and Her
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States of America;

And the President of the Upited States of America, Willlam . Seward, tecretary
of State;

‘Who, alter having communicated to each other their respectie full powers, found in
good and due form, have agreed upon and concluded the following Articles :—

ARTICLE L

Vihereas by the Iiird and IVth Articles of the Treaty concluded at Washington, on
the 15th dav of June, 1840, between Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of
Great Britaln and Ireland and the United States of Armetica, it was stipulated and agreed
that in the future appropriation of the territory south of the 49th parallel of north
latitude, as provided 1n the first Article of the said Treaty, the possessory rights of the
Hudson’s Bay Company, and of all British subjocis who may be already in the occupa-
tion of land or other propertv lawlully acquired within the said territovy, should be
respected ; and that the faimns, lands, and other property of every description belonging
to the Puget’s Sonnd Agricultural Company, on the north side oi the Columbia River,
should be confirmed to the said Company; bat that in case the situation of those farms
and lands should be considered by the United States to be of public and political
importance, and the United States’ Government should signify a desire to obtain
possession of the whole or of any part thereof, the property se required should be
transferred to the said Government at a proper valuation, to be agreed upon bletwoen the
parties :

And whereas it is desirable that all questions between the United States’ authorities
on the one hand, and the Hudson’s Bay and Puget’s Sound Agricultural Companies on the
other, with respect to the possessory rights and claims of those Companies and of any
other British subjects in Oregon and Washington territory, should be settled by the transfer
of those rights and claims to the Government of the United States for an adequate money
consideration : :

It is hereby agreed that Her Britannic Majesty and the United States of America
shall, within twelve months after the exchange of the ratifications of the present Treaty,

appoint each a Commissioner for the purpose of examining and deciding upon all claims
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ARTICLE IIT.

The Commissioners and the arbityafor or umpire shall keep aceurate records and
correct minutes or notes of all their proceedings, with the dates thereof, and shall appeint
and employ such clerk or clerks, or ctmr per . as they shall dnd necessary to assist
them in the transaction of the business which may come before them

The salaries of the CUninmnissioners ard of the clerk or clerks shaH be paid by their
respective Governments. The salary of the arbitiator or umpirve, and the contingent
expenses, shall be defrayed in equal moieties by the two Governments.

ARTICLE TV.

All sums of money which may be awarded by the Commissioners, or by the arbitrator
or umpire, on account of any claim, shall be paid by the one Governmenf to the other in
two equal annual instalments, whereof the first shall be paid within twelve months after

the date of the award, and the second within twenty-four months after the date of the
award, without interest, and without any deduction whatever.

ARTICLE V.

The ppesent Tyeaty sh_a]l be ratified, and the mutual exchange of ratifications shall
take place in Washington, in twelve months from the date hereof, or earlier if possible

In faith whereof, we, the respective Plenipotentiarics, have signed this Treaty, and
have hereunto afiixed our seals. ¢

Done in duplicate at Washington, the 1st day of July, Anno Domini 1863,

(L.S.) LYONS.
(L.S.) WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
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