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To the KIN G! 

SOVEREIGN! 

Ever zealous for the 

JloJlour and lVe/fare of my COUNT R Y, 

I approach You R M A J EST y with 

Tbis D:{cuflion of The Spmzijh PretmjiunIo 

That my So v ERE I I;; N may IOllg 

'eign in the Hearts of a FREE and 

HAPPY PEOPLE, is the i1ncere willi 

Your MAJES TY'S 

Faithful SubjeEt 

~a! r y 1ll,ftt&. 





lIth May, IJ9-;;' 

PRE F ACE. 

N 0 Man more devoutly wiihes~ 
that PEACE may {pread forth her Olive 

Branch, in every Region of The Earth: 

and my individual Experience of the 

Liberality and GeneroGty of The 

Spaniards, conVll1ces me, 

Good - Faith and Honour 

that 

of 

the 

the 

Spanifh Nation, will incline them, on 

conviCtion, to make full fatisfaCtion, for 

the Indignity that h1s been offered to 

the Flag of Great Britain; and ample 

recompence for the LoBes that Her 

SubjeB:s bave {ufiained. - But if the 

King of Spain, mined by Evil 

Counfellors, ihould PERSIST in -WRONG! 

It mufi be remembered, that The 

ALMIGHTY hardened the He;,!'t 

of Pharoah, to bring forth Ifratl F R E E 

with a ihong hand and an outfiretched 

ann! 

Inheriting 
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Inheriting~ as I do, froni illufirious 

ancefiors, 

Mens inimica 'Iyrannis, 

I i11all not defpair, before the conclufion 

of the prefent Century, not only to 

fee the Natives of Old Spain in fit!l 

enjoyment of all their ancient rights! 

but to find the Standard of Freedom 

difplayed, in every quarter of the 

New Worldt 

redeullt Saturnia regna') 

When Un~ver[al Commerce thall llJ­

vigorate the hand of Indufiry, by 

fupplying the mutual ~Tants, and 

maintaining the Common - Rights of 

ALL MANKIND; infiead of the Lives 

and Property of tLe PEOPLE being 

fported away; at the caprice of a Fool! 

or a Tyrant! 



T H ~ fundamental Principles of the 

Law of Nations, are JuJlice and common 

IiI/tT,:!l: In former times, when Ignorance 

preYailed, and narrow prejudices, ever 

confequent to Ignorance, the Law of Nations 

was not extended to Infidels or PagaJZs; who 

were then confidered, by Chrij!iaizs, as free 

ObjeCts of Injury and Oppreilion; but, in 

thefe enlightened Times, The Catholic King 

has no hefitation in co::cluding T reatie~ 

with Mahometans, with whom, by the 

abfurd Oaths of ancient Bigotry, He 'was 

engaged to perpetual \Varfare. 

How far the Right of DiJcovery, without 

occupal1CY, can be confl:rued to extend over 

uninl'abited Countries, I {hall not at prefent 

enq uire; but Common Senfe mufl: evince 

that Europeans, vifiting Cocntries already 

inhabited, can ~cq\Jire no rigbt in Juch 

Countries 



( 8 ) 

Countril s but from the good 'lcill of the 

Friendly Inhabitants, or by Conql l ejl of Thoft 

who are AgreJfors in A3s of /;!jllJ),: nor can 

the right of Conquef1: be jvjlly extended, 

when ACl::s of Injury, in the Natives, can b~ 

mnf1:rued to proceed from fear of the 

Str,li7;::ers, or from mi}ake: In either cafe, 

Both Parties being equally culpable, though 

110 criminality in Either; the European in 

not fufficiently explaining his peaceable 

intentions, :ll1d the N atiYe in not readily 

~pprcbending tho[e intentions. 

The Spaniill Claims are of Two Kinds: 

~Of all the Magalbnic Regions, and of 

:111 Parts on the N\V Side of America, 

In Difputes concerl1lng ~eographica~ ~ 

Limits, The proper Authorities to c~mfult 

,ere Gcog,"a!'i'(iS; for although a Jl,ft.7p may 

not be confidered as condufive, it muft be 

admitted as pr~rumptive~ t~/timony of a faa; 

efpecially 
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efpecially the Evidence of foreign JI. lap s, 
wherein no obvious Interef!:, or PafIion, can 

be fuppofed to deviate the Geographer from 

the Truth. 

The Spaniards have not e,'en the pretence 

of }irJ1 Difcovery to the Magalbnic Regions; 

for Magallan firf!: c:fme upon this eoafl: in 

1510, and the Map of the difcovered parts 

Of the New \V crld, in the Rome Edition 

of Ptolemy ! .508, expreffiy £:.1. ys, The: 

po!tuguefe had then traced the Coafl: t(O' 

50? South withollt reaching its Southern 

E::::~remin~; and this Boo).;, corniorr into the. , ~ 

-World with the Licence of Pope Julius H .. 

under date 28th July 1506, mnfl: be ad­

mitted, by His Catholic Majeny, as il1fallibk 

Authority: Herrera, the Spaniih Hifl:orian, j{.' 

acknowledges, thali the E,"fret",'I;- of rerra d::! 

Fueg"o had been difcovered, by the Englifht 

J 

,". DefcrijJcion de las Indias, P. 77, Edit., 16oT, 

B 

i.@ 
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to be lJlands in an open Sea: This Difcovery 

of Sir Fr",;, !"s Drake, 1578, is clearly 

marked in a ]\;ll.1p of the World, by I. Ie Clerc, 

1602, engraved by I. Hondius; long before 

the Voyage of Le ]'vlaire and Schouten roum} 

Cape Hom. The late Spanifh Voyage, to 

the Strait of Magallan, has indeed alledged, 

that this Difcovery was made by the 

Spaniards in 1526; One of Loyfa's 

Squadron, \vithout the Strait, having been 

carried by a {hong wind as far South ~s 

55? South Latitude, on rejoining their con­

forts, [aid " That there appeared to be 

" the end of the Land." Admitting this 

4.ffertioll withollt limitation, it mufl: be 

obvious, it can have no relation to the 

Soutl'criz EXI(07li~v, which DrLlke called ftueen 

Eli;:.,abetb's IfllliiJ, and which is commonh-
• J 

known by the appelbtion ~ of Cape HOJ"l1, 

becaure Cape Horn is irt: 55? 58' South 

L::1titude, and therefore had the Spaniards 

gone down the Eajl Coafi of :terra del Fuego 

as 
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lS far as 55? South Latitude, they could 

not have feen the Land tenniilale IF:Te: In 

all probability the Spaniards were au the 

Eaflern part of SlatCit Liild, whee, In 

Latitude 55'? South~ the Land \H,,_:ld feem 

to terminate; or, if they had paffed (which 

is not probable) through St,ait Le -'Ji,;re J lile 

Land, of 'rfira del Fuego, adjacent to Sl!ccej's 

B{~v, would have had the fame appearance, 

though it was not actually the Extremity" 

The on~y Difco·very then, which the 

Spaniards can claim here, is the DiFo" 

of the Strait of J\fagallan, the Port!lgllt!fe 

having difcovered the Ea} COilft of 

Patagonia, long before .iVfagalltm's Vopge, 

and the EngliJh, having compleated the 

Difcovery! confeqnently) as much e.,dIiJh·e 

J·jght to '1'hat Navigation, muft belong to 

the EngliJl;, as the Spaniards can pretend 

to, from their h2.ving gone beyond the 

Portugueje; but a Pretenfion of the EngliJh to 

an 
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an exclu[i·7)e Rig!.'! of IltlZ'i/{L7tiiig on the SOll!h 

{if Ce' ~ Horn, could They 1(:: (0 abfijrd to 

m.41~e it! wou:J be laughed at, by all The 

'r'lodd, as t:.'O ridlCLil:=:us to merit ierious 

2.ttention, 

It apt',,:l:'S th::..t the Spaniards fettled, ill 

1748, a Line of Lic~,t with the Indians 

Df Patagor:ia, whereby they renounced every 

pre",llijon be'~'ond tlllt Limit, which was a 

little to tht S(;~;;!W,:LJ of BUOIOS Arrcs. 

I--hving, I conLt':;YC, fully refuted eyery 

Claim, thL' S;;aniJ.rds C:in all :l:ge to ali 

,~.'.\:cldlve poffeffi::m of the !1L?:, li,/izi, Reions; 

Their preL:niions on the North are now to 

br c0:-:,ftd':r~'d, 

How far the Spaniards, before Sir Franci:; 

[;yake, in 1579, had gone on the WeD: 

p ~fi "f America? liny be difficult eX:l8:ly 

rQ ",fcertain, bec3.ufe the Ammo d,-l Jvfarc, 

f!l1b\~fhed 
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Fli1,llifh:'d at FlJrence in 1661, fays, that tome 

I\lh:)s b.d miG'p"re(,nted Cape AfendocinlJ 

to L' in 5':'? Nc ,,1 Latitude, which the 

Spanijh Fibts and Sir Fr.!ilcis Drake concurred 

in placing in the Latitude of 40? North; 

:md therefore <). queilicJll may arife, whether 

the Spaniards ever reached the Latitude of 

++? North? beyond which, it does not 

2t'rear, from Herre'r£!, they had pretended. 

c\'er co have navigated. Alm?bam Ortelius, 

the King 0: Spain's Geographer, in the Map 

of America 1574, declares thefe Ret;ions 

to be l!1ZkrIOZUi!; the la}l Place, marked 

111 this J!~IP, is rl'c'~'a;JO in IZui·vira about 

4S? North Latitude. But !f(;:i~'iri1 was a Land 

Difcov-;ry, and confequently ill-determined, 

Sir Francis Drake dj[covered this Coaft in 

!57/' to the Latitude of 48? North, at leafl::, 

<:nd not only the Arcana ¢el jlhlrc, and Le 

Clerc's 

* World Encompaifed, 4? Edit. 1628, P.64-
Ortelius in his later Maps carries Cape Mendocino above 
~o? North, but the Modern Spaniih Chart has brought 
it b~:ck into 40;' North. 
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Clerc's Map 1602, but almofl: all Afaps, 

particularly the Maps of the French 

Geographers, M. De Lifle 1700; and 

M. Robert de Vaugondy I7 50, name this part 

NezvAlbion, from Sir Francis Drake's DijlovelJ. 

But DifcovelJ without Oc(UPtlllCY does Flat merit 

much attention, whether the DifCoverers were 

Engliih or Spaniards: Nor is even the 

honour of DifcovelJ due from the Publick, 

where the Voyages have been kept [ecret; for 

Latell! SU1"'veys, do not merit the name of 

DifcoI'flY! which, by the "l'C)~V 'zi.:ora, implies 

Notoriety! Whereas what is not communi­

cated to the VVorld at large, for Publick 

Benefit, ought ~rather to be an Object of 

condemnation than of honour and advantage. 

From the time of Sir }'rancis Droke, ne> 

circumfl:antial and amhentic documents, have 

been laid before the Publick, of Voyages 

pn !his Coafl:, till that of the Spaniards ilJ. 

~ 77 3. 
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1775, In which they examined feveral 

Harbours in Latitude 55? to 58? North, but 

they vifited no part of the Coafi, between 

4S? North and 55? North Latitude, fo th2t 

the firfi Publick and Authentic Defcription 

of Nootka, or KiiZg George's Sound, in 

49? f North Latitude, and the parts adjacent, 

was given to The \Vorld in Captain Cook'c. 

hft Voyage 1778. 

I hayc not mentioned the Difcoveries, 

attribl1tecl to Jobn de Fuca in 1.592, nor '(haft, 

to Barthl'ilJi!/t'ZU Dc FOil:!! 16+0, becau[e they 

are di}b,i/ul by the Spaniards, and the realLty 

of /1,,', 1 (~VJc';"5 poilitively dCllied: * So that 

if trlle (as 1 am difpo[ed to think they are, 

howenr vaguely and imperfeCtly recited) 

They 

* }I;"(J:i"c' de Call/uiliia, dedicated to the King of 

Spain, alld publi111ed with the approbation of the 

Council of the Indies, and with all formal Li~Gnc~., 

Madrid, 4:' 1757, Vol. 3, P, ';;.2 6 , 
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They mufl: be confiderecl as DijCO'veries, outca) 

and abandoned by Spain! and are, by adoption, 

become Eng-lijh, in which Language only (or 

in tranflations from It) They have b-:r:n 

communicated to The World, ~ Lid. In 

CommunicatiolZ alone! the true Rigbt of 

Difi'overy muft be grounded. 

Amongfl: Nations, jgnorant of Letters and 

the Diplomatic Rules of Europe, Treaties 

of Amity cannot be executed according to­

European Forms; but the ~atuf:11 2 ,d 

Expreffive Form, is by exchange of Names; 

and, in this manner, The Englilh have the 

ftronp;efi: Alliances, with the Natives in that 

rart of The '01orld, 
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P. S. 

The Renunciation of the Spaniards to 

the Difcoveries of De Fanta, &c. are (0 

thong in the lafl: page of the Notida de 

California, that I cannot omit an Extract: 

The Author, after a long differtation to 

prove De Fanta's Difcoveries to be fpurious, 

and declaring that he was not at all 

inrerefted whether they were true or not, 

concludes, 

" Solo 51 me creo obligado por quantas 

" razanes hon,:;:ftas pueden concurrir en m'i, 

" a decir, y publicar los fundamentos, que 

"prt1.eLZi..""1, que hay poco que fiar de 

"ftmejante Rd<'cion, 

" Y bien? Segun ello, 

" :rov1ares, que Coftas, 

y defcubrimientos. 

(dira alguno) que 

qua Rios, Lagos~ 

" Pwvincias, Naciones, y gentes [e hallan 

" en la America Septentrional, defde el 

It ultimo termino de la California, Cabo Blanco, 
C (( Rio 
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" Rio de Martin de Aguilar, Rio Colorado, 

" Moqui, y Nu!,vo-Mexico hdl:a el Norte, 

" por efpacio de cinquenta grados? Es 

" decir en todo el grande efpacio de Ameri~ 

" que en n uefuo Mapa encerramos con 

"una linea de puntos? A excepcion de 

H 10 que fe ha averiguado por el lado de 

~'nuefuo Mar Atlantico, y de 10 poco, 

" que nos han certificado las Naveraciones 

" Ruffianas por el lado del Mar del Sur, 
f' refpondo facilmente en una palabra" la 

" qual, ii para orras es de mucha rubor7 

"a ml no me cuefta dificultad; y 
U creo, que tam poco la debe coUar a 
" ning~n hombre de bien. Ignoro. Nefcio. 

H ro no io si." 

TRANSLATION. 

To the queilion, "What Seas, what 
"Coafts, what Rivers, Lakes, Provinces, 

" Nations, and People are there in Noah 

" America, 



" America, from the farthefl: Extremity 

" of California, &c. to the North, for a 

" f pace of fifty degrees? 1. e. in all the 

" great [pace of America, which in our 

"Map we encloft with a dotted line? 

(begi.nning on the WeO: eoaft, about the 

Latitude of 43? North) " except what is 

f( known on tbe fide of our Atlantic Ocean, 

"and the little which the Ruffian 

" Navigations have afcertained to us on 

" the fide of the South Sea? I an[wer 

"readily In one word, Ignoro. Nefcio. 

" I know not!" 

FIN I S. 
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