A REVIEW

OF A SERMON, PREACHED BY THE HON. AND REVEREND JOH}*?
STRACHAN, D. D. AT YORK, U. C. JULY 3, 1825, ON THE
DEATH OF THE LATE LORD BISHOP OF QUEBEC.

BY A METHODIST PREACHER.

[The Editor of the Colonial Advocate, ( from whick Paper this Review is copied,)

observes ; ** Greek words occur in the Manuscript of this Review, but as we have no

Greek Characters they are left out, with a dash substituted thus

Had the wre-

ter been at hand we would have advised with him, us we know nothing of Gresk

ourselves.”}

The diffusion of christianity is the
most important subject that can engage
the attention of men. In its origin, na-
ture and effects, it may be juetly said to
be divine. While its doctrines, princi-
ples and precepts, have been revealed
from Heaven by Jesus Christ and bis
Apostles, and by them disseminated
through different parts of the world,
tirey*afford a powerful inducement, and
an admirable pattern for imitation to
their eincere followers in all ages of
the world, and in every situation of life.

Who that considers, that it is the ob-
ject and tendency of the religion which
they propagated and established, to de-
liver the earth from her sorrows, to be
our comfort in affliction, our joy in
health, our hope in death, and our ines-
timable possession in eternity, but must
feel an anxiety ‘to enlist among that
disinterested band, who fight not for hu-
man ambition, or human praise, but for
the honor of their Saviour and the salva-
tion of men.”

But while we are roused to this holy
warfare by the exawmples of those illus-
trious heroes of christianity, and are en-
couraged with the sublime prospects
which her promulgation presents, and
the invaluable blessings which her a-
chievements will bring to the fallen race,
we consider it equally important, never
to degrade her native dignity and worth,

nor make her the author of these cor-
ruptions which she forbids and con.
demns.

When we see the heavenly affections
which she infuses into the minds of men,
represented as nothing mole than an at-
tachment to a particular constitution or
establishment, and those bonds of charity
by which she embraces «ll mankind,
described as the principle which ouly
unites colonies to their ¢ Parent State,”
to the unchristianization of all other
kingdoms who bow not to this poiitical
shrine ; when we see the balm of ber
consolations, which the beds of affiiction
require to unite the distressed to their
God, and to prepare them to meet him
in peace, perverted to the sordid pur-
pose of extending the influence of a fa-
vorite church: but above all, when we
see that which is converted into a vehi-
cle of preferment, a political tool, ex-
hibited as - abright emanation from
Heaven, the Church of Chbrist, founded
by Jeeus Christ, & his Apostles,” we are
gensible that the religion of the meek
Saviour is made (o bleed by a wound
more fatal, than those which are inflicted
by the ravings of infidelity. She is at.
tacked by the most dangerous of all ene-
mies, one who lurks within her borders,
ghelters himself under her canopy, and
feeds upon her benevolence.

He whe is sincerely attached to the



Ford Jeans Christ and his iutereats, must
feel himse!f comprlied o contribute his
efforts, however feeble they may be, to
expuse sentuments, which are so degra-
ding to the character of Jesus and his
Apostles, and o de-tructive to the true
interests of his holy religion. And, as a
di~-enter, he must now hink it high time
to defend himself and bis brethren from
that catumny with which the Doctor’s dis-
conrses and writings have, for so many
years, been replete

A lo the christian religion it is possi-
ble for us to err 0 two respects ; with
regard to her nature, ard the means to be
used for the dissemination of her prin-i
ples. Either of these, must necessar)’y
defeat the object which she purpnses.—
Intn both of these errors, the Doctor
seems to have unhappily tallen in the el-
aborate discourse hefore us.

He assnmes axioms which are far from
being self evident ; and lays down princi
ples which can hardly be supported —
prescrihes mrans which never have been
and never will he effectnal, in acomplish.
ing the victories of the Redeemer; and
he throws out slander, which belter com-
potts with the chararter ot a passionate
lawyer, pleading a hard cause, than it
doss with the character of a professed
chrisiian, or minister of the gospel.

Whatever remarks the Doctor’s dis-
course may regnire me to make, I wish
it to be distinctly understood, that I mean
no reflection oo the doctrines, liturgy, or
dizcipline of the church of which he bas
the hooour to be a mimster.  Be assured
1 mean no such thing 1 firmly believe
in her doctrines, 1 admire her hturgy,
and ! heartily rejoice in the success ol
those principles which are therein con
tained. Aud 1t is for the prosperity of
the truths which they unfold, that I shall
ever pray and contend. And with res.
pect to church government, I heartily
adopt the sentiments of the pious and
learned Bishop Burnet that ‘‘that form
of church government is best which is
most suitable te the customs and circum-

[

stances of the people among whom it is

established. 1t] am at any time led to

animadvert on the conduct of the Clergy

of the church of Ergland, my strictures

are not intended to be generally applied.

Even in Canada there are very worthy

- xceptions, whose names 1 would take

orticular pleasure 1n meniioning were it
« t a step beyond the bounds of deliracy.

' her.ver he is, and in whatever church

e s,

1 venerate the man, whese heart is warm,

Whose hands are pure, whose doctrine, and whose

life,

Coincident, exhibit lucid proof

That he 15 honest in a sacred cause.

To cuch 1 render more than mere respect,

Wiose actions say that they respect themselves,

But loose in morals, and in manuers vain,

In conversation frivolous, in dress

Extreme at once rapacious and profuse ;

Frequent in park with lady at his side,

Ambiing and prattling scandal as he goes;

But rare at home and never at his books,

Or with a pen, save when he scrawls a card ;

Constamt at routes, familiar with a round

Of ladyships, a stranger to the poor;

Ambitious of preferment for its gold,

And vell prepared by iguorance and sloth,

By infidelity and love of world,

To make God’s work a sinecure ; a slave

To his own pieasuses and his patren’s pride;

From such Apostles, O ye mitred heads,

Preserve the church!  And lay not careless hands

On skulls that cannot teach and will not learn.”

But | am far from paying that servile
homage to the disputed documents of his-
tory as to acknowledge the unbroken
succession of Episcopal authority from
the Apostles to the present day ; vor do
I thiok that ;resumption can be suppor-
ted consistenily with the principles of
the Church of England. 1 feel myself
quite deficient in sagacity of perception,
or that wonderful power of association
for which the Doctor is so eminent as to
discern the resemblance between the
congregations of the Church of England
in Canada, and the assemblies of ancient
christians ; neither am 1 able to learn in
what part of the New Testament the
Doctor finis Archbishops, Bishops,
Archdeacon> Rectors, Deacons, Pheben-
daries, Yicar., Readers, Clerke, &c. with
which the Church of England is so abua-
dantly fortified.



Were | to jndge according to outward
appearaace, [ should feel a trembling
awe ; ia drawing near (o this impregna-
ble Castle cfthe State,so ¢ venerable’ in
everv department ; but feeling myself at
liberty to judge righteous judgment, [
approach it without dread, nor do I fee!l
myself obligated to take my shoes from
off my teet.

I'be Doctor, when describing the pres-
ent Church of England, with her various
offices and superb appendages, feels con
fideot that he is exhibiting to us a traly
apostolic Church. He says, (speaking of
the Charch of Enzland) ‘¢ her govero-
ment jastly clauns a divine origin, 'sanc-
tioned by the authority and practice of the
apostles, which s tire Low of TUorist,” (p.
13 ;) and, having spoken most pempously
of her teachers, litargy, discipline, and
unity, he says, **such she was seen by
thuse who procliimed her in the midst
of the flames, surh she has remained for
many centuries, and such his Lordship
presented her to these provinces, pure
and spotless as her faith.”

What ** origin” the Doctor calls ¢« di-
vine” lam not able to determine ; for |
find but little in the commonly received
scriptures which contain the divinity
Yaid down in the above cited passages.—
The apostles, it seems, had not suflicient
discernment tv forufy the * towers of
their Zion" with the modern ¢ Defender
of the Faith,” or that ¢ watchful sbhep-
herd, whose voice will rouse the inferi
or clergy, if slothful, and punish them,if
negligent.” And if we compare the
present state and conduct of a great part
of the Church of England, and of many
of her clergy, we will have but httle
cause to wish the continuance of this re-
lationship, either withthe ¢ Defeoder,”
or the ¢ Shepherd.”

That the three orders of Church offi-
cers in the Church of England are not
apostolic, is undeniable from those plain
accounts which are given us in the New
Testament of the ancient churches.—
However different our ideas may be

which we are accustomed to attach te
the terms Bishop and "resbyter, or El-
der, itis certain that they were promise
cuously used in the scriptures for names
of the same officers. This is obvious
from the exhortation which St. Péter
give- to the Jewish christians. ¢ The
elders which are among you, | exhort,
who am also ap elder and a witness of the
suffering~ of Christ, and also a partaker
of th- glory that shall he revealed ; feed
the flock of God which is among you ta-
king the oversight ( , or govermng
a3 Bihops) not by con-traint, but willing-
1y . oot for filthy lucre’s sake, but of a
re«dy mind ; neither as beiny; lords over
Goud’s heritage, but ensamples to the
fiork.” (1 Fet. v. 1,2.3.) Here they
were commanded nol ouly to (eed the
flock ot God, but to goveru it with epis-
copal avthority ; and the apostle, as a
climch ofticer, calls himself nolhmg
moce than an eider.

In Acts (xx. 17, xxv. 6,7.8.) * And
from M tetus he (St. Paul) s- ot 1c Ephe-
sug, and called the elders ( , or
presbytets) of the church. Awd when
they had come together unto him he
said unio them. And now behold, I
know that you among whom | have
goune vreaching the kingdom ot God, shall
see my face no more. Wherefore, 1
take you to record this day, that | am
pure irom the blood of all men. For [
have not shubned to declare unto you
the whole counsel of God Take heed
tharelore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock over with the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers . bishops,
called in verse 17 , elders or
presbyters) to feed the church of God
which he hath purchased with his own
blood. ’

Now at this meeting of the apostle and
the el ers of the church of Ephesus,
Timot y was present, (Acts xx. 4, 5,
&c) who, we are often informed, was
the firs diocesan bishop of that church.
If Timothy was the prelate, or modern
disocesaa bishop of that church, why did




¢he apostle, evenin the presence quim-
othy delegate the whole episcopal
authority to the elders or presbyters ?
Could there ever be a more favourable
time than this to teach elders their duty
to their disocesan bishop, if there was
any ? He says that he had *‘declared
unto them the whole counsel of God.””—
How could this be true if he bhad not
taught them subjection to their prelate ?
The apostle foresaw that ravenous
wolves would come and attempt to de-
vour the flock, and if diocesan episcopa-
¢y was the only effectual remedy against
these approaching evils, as some learned
divines very gravely teach, why did the
apostle not appoint Timothy who was
then standing by his side, to his office,
and give him the proper instructions for
the discharge of his important doty?
Should it be asked ¢* what was Timothy’s
duty in that city ? (for I readily acknowl
sedge that he was invested with authori-
ty to otdain and rebuke "presbyters.)—
To this | answer that he exercised the
office of an evangelist. (2 Tim. iv. 5.)
According to Eusebius, (Eccles. Hist
chap. 9.) the work of an evangelist was,
‘ to lay the foundations of the faith in
barbarous nations, and to constitute
among them pastors ; after which he
passed into other countries.” And this
perfectly accords with 1 Coriv. 17, xvi,
10, 11, Phil. . 19.

I might here give the Doctor alittle
information relative to the introduction
of diocesan episcopacy. But upon this
I will only remark, that the hearts of
very good men, even in ancient days, as
well as the present, were not entirely
free from the desire of influence and
domision, and therefore the whole mys-
tery is explained in 2 Thess. ii. 7, 1
Jdohn ii. 18, 19.

I'leave the scriptures for the present,
for 1 perceive the Doctor likes politics
much better. But before 1 follow him
ioto this favourite field in which we are
always favoured with his presence, tho’
mot for the best of purposes, I wish to
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make one or two enguiries more about
the « divine origin” of his  veperable
church.” He seems to consider the
episcopal authority, as it is exercized in
the Church of England, unbroken from
the aposties. How the Doctor will make
this appear, is difficalt for me to deter.
mine, unless he can prove the ordination
of @ueen Elizabeth, and the British par.
liament, (who pronounced legal, eight
years after his formal ordination, the
ordination of Mr. Parker, the first
Church of England Prelate, whom the
papal bishops unanimously refused to
ordain, 20d who was ordained by bishops
that had heen deposed from their offices
by Queen Mary) by the ‘¢ venerable”
fathers of the third and fourth centuries;
or by claiming it from his Holiness the
Pope. But as the Doctor, though pos-
sessing a wonderful power of association,
will hardly presume so far upon the
longevity of the ancient fathers, we
think he would prefer the latter source
of ecclesiastical authority, which harmo-
nizes better with his complexion, as well
as with the history of the times. But
even in this happy retreat, the Doctor
comes in contact with his own principles.
He declares in the book of homilies,
(which are recognized in the 35th article
of his creed, as containing ‘¢ a godly and
wholesome doctrine’) that the Church
oi Rcme is a ¢ Harlot, the most filthy of
all harlots, the greatest that ever has
been.”” How is the Doctor to derivea
pure, spiritual, and apostolical authority,
from the ¢ most filthy of harlots 7 If
he still maintains this intimate relation-
ship with the ‘“most filthy of harlots,”
even when she denies bis legitimacy, he
is welcome to the endearing connexion,
I will ot attempt to disturb him io his
undefiled repose.

The Doctor however, does not lay
so much stress on this part. The fire
of animation does pot appear to kindle
till he comes to the chain on which the
purse bangs. Then he rises to the
eublime. ‘‘Indeed” says the Docter,
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“‘a christian nation without a religious
establishment is a contradiction. And
notwithstanding the praise worthy exer-
tions of a few denominations io the neigh-
bouring states, more especially the
Episcopal Church, christianity, except
in a few large towns, is found to lunguish,
and seldom in the country pervades the
mass of the population: and let the op-
ponents of ecclesiastical establishments,
if any such there be, compare the peo-
ple who bave no standing ministry, (or
religious establishment not meiely in
towons where aspark of christianity may
exist, but through the country, with a
people who possess this inestimable ad-
vantage, and he will acknowledge that
no country can he called christian, which
does not give public snpport to christi-
anity, (or an ecclesiastical establishment)
and that no other religion but that of
Jesus, could bave suggested an idea so
grand and affecting, as that of placing a
public teacher of righteousness in every
small society throughout the world.”

The Doctor, in other parts of his ser-
mon. as well as in the passage above
quoted, endeavours to impress upon his
readers, that the ‘“church of Christ,”
and a ¢ religious establishment” are one.
And so confident is he of it, that he
roundly asserts, that a religious estab-
lishment is essential to every christian
nation, and to the diffusion of christian
ity. Not to notice the profound igno-
rance of religion and church history, the
palpable contradiction to daily experi.
ence, and the pitiable bigotry that such
representatives display, I observe, that
the church of Christ as described in the
scriptures, 18 very distinct and different
from such a religious establishment as
that to which the Doctor alludes.

By a religious establishment, I under-
stand, ‘‘a clergy, o1 an order of men
secluded from other professions to attend
upon the offices of religion; (not politi-
ciang) a legal provision for the mainten-
ance of the clergy ; and the confining of
that provieion to a particular sect of chris-

tianity.” (Paley.) Such ¢ alegal pro-
vision,” or | may say, such aunion of
civil and religions policy, the Doctor
secms to consider essential to **a church
founded by the authority and practice of
the Apostles, which 1s the law of Christ.”
But, in the acriptures, I do not find this
notion attached to the ¢¢church of
Christ.”

Saint Cyprian says that ‘ where two
or three believers are met together,
there is a church.” But we will turn
to the law and to the testimony.

The first time that St. Paul mentions
the term ‘‘church’ is in his preface to
his first epistle to the Corinthians.—
““ Paul called to be an Apostle of Jesug
Christ, unto the church of God, which
is a Corioth;” the import of which ex-
pression, is determined by the following
words. “ To them that are sanctified
in Christ Jesus, called to be Saints, wit
all thatin every place call upon the name’
of Jesus Christ, our Lord, both theirs,
and ours.”” (See 2 Cor. i. 1, Gal 1. 2.)
Frequently the term *‘ church™ is taken
in 2 more extensive sense, meaning al!
the Saints upon earth; as we pray in the
hitargy ¢ let us pray for the whole state
of Christ’s church militant bere on
earth,” which is doubtless St. Paul’s
meaning in Acts xx. 28, including the
catholic, or universal church, or all the
christians io the world. This is in per-
fect barmony with the nineteenth article
of the Church of England.

¢ The visible church of Christ is a con-
gregation of faithful men, (oras the Latin
translation of the thirty nine articles,
published at the same time by authority,
expresses it, ‘‘ ccetus credentium,” ‘a3
congregation of believers) in which the
pure word of God is preached, and the
sacraments duly admioistered.”—From
all these authorities we may infer, that
““the church of Christ” is a body of mep
among whom ** there is one body, one
spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God, and Father af
all, who 18 above all, and in all, and
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through them all.” (Eph. iv. 4, 5. 6.)
We hear nothing here »f religious estab-
lishments.” Why? Because the apos
tles and reformers thought there could
be christian nations, without the union
of civil and ecclesiastical power. Gold
was not valued so higkly by those ‘un-
educated itinerant” Apostles, as it is
by some of their ** venerable success-
ors.”

1 dare say that even the Doctor him-
gelf, in his cool and rational moments,
wouid subscribe to the above account of
“the church of Christ.” But getting
warm in his subject, and his imagination
being conauderably saffroned he slipt a
littie beyond the bounds of correctness,
by gracing hi= sabject with a few rhet-
orical embellishments.

li being obvious that there is nothing
like our present *religious estabhsh

gment,”” in the scripture accounts of the
affostolic church ; we will inguire a mo-

®ent whether it i8 consistent with a
truly apostolic chuarch.

‘I'o silence every objection raised a-
gainst a religious establishment, the Dac-
tor triumphantly boasts that * the reli-
gious establishments of Englaad and Seot-
land have been, under the divine hles
sing, the great promoterz of all that is
great and good in those happy countries’
with respect to morality and literature,
liberty, charity, &c.

The truth of this statement will be
considered in another place ; I shall now
examine the principle.

Upon this ! remark, that our Saviour
never intitnated the union of his church
with the civil polity of any country. He
refused to settle legal disputes, (Luke
xii. 14.) He said that his * kingdom
was not of this world,” (John xviii. 36 ;)
and consequeotly, that the policy hy
which his spiritual system is managed
never ought to be blended with the im
perfect works of men. Norindeed can
it be united with them without suffering
material injury

With respect to the support afforded

to religion by the civil government, mat-
ter of fatt proves that it can answer no
beneficial parpose.  The charch of
Christ never was so prosperoas and so
pure, as she was in the first three cen-
turies. She was not unly without the
aid of the civil government, but was most
violently opposed by it.  Did this extir-
pate her from the earth or retard her
progress? The former part of the Doc.
tor's sermon abundantly proves that even
~unedacated itinerant men, without hu-
man 1id or wflience, can .n the strength
of the Lord ™ *strew their way from
conntry to country with the wrecks of
Sawan’s Kingdrm.  Did not the religion
of the Redeemer spread her victories
with almost inconcesvahle rapidity against
the uaited antrigne and force, of Jews,
Greeks and Romins? Why is not * the
manaer of propagzating the gosnel, in the
first days of ‘ts glory, the most judicious
manuer of propagating it now ? Are her
evidences less clear aud forcible? s
her wfuence less upon the heart? If
she, wihoat civil <upport, nay, even
opposi:d by the civil government, rase
trinmphant aver the powers of earth and
hell, and ~xtended her tmiflnence so wide,
that as Tertailian wforms= us, christians
were n the forum, the senate, and in
every vlace, except the theatre, why is
her influence and ext-nsion now depends
ng upon legislative iduence ?  If there
be anv power in christianity, it operates
on tie consciences of men ; resting solely
on the behef of invisible realities. She
can derive oo weight or solemnity from
hamao sanctions. ¢ The kingdom of
God’’ says Jesus ** is within you,” (Luke
xvii. 21.) Jtis divested of that external
pomp and splendor which are calculated
to excite the admiration of the world;
why then should a umon with worldly
wnen and worldly policy be considered
essential to its diffagion and establish.
ment? ls it aot plain that whoever in-
sists upon this heterogeneous union de-
grades the religion of Jesus, and displays
an 1ignorance of its gracious power? Is



thig not making christianity, a pensioner
upon political ben:-volence, rather than
the ¢ power of God unto salvation,”
[Rom.i. 16;] a tool of the state more
than ¢ a bright emaoation from heaven
No wonder then, that the power of re-
ligion, when clogged with the selfish
contrivarces of men, is always veakened.
No wonder that those divines who are
constantly datibhing 1o jolitics, are a dis-
grace to the church and a pestilence to
their parishioners

When was it that the church of Christ
began to degenerate from her primitive
purity ? When religious estabhishments
were first contemplated. Whern did
popish and corrupt doctrines receive
countenance and support in the church ?
When religious establist meuts commen
ced their exivtence. When did papal
domination, shich ha« crimsoned the
christian world from age to age, com-
mence her infernal sway? When reli-
gious establist.ments got the vogue.—
When was the clergy corrupted by the
emoluments of the church, so as to be-
ciome dissolute in their hives, Joose in
their principles, and defective in their
instructions ; that the most superstitious
and destructive errors becume unchange-
ably establis! ed; that the public creed
and private sentiments of her ministers
widely diffrred; and that Sadducees
found their way even into the pulpit?
Let the fauhful records of history declare
it, to the everlasting disgrace of religious
establishments. The Doctor attributes
the superiority of intellectual improve-
ment 1n England to her religious estab-
hshment. 1 feel no disposition to dero-
gate from the luminaries of the Church
of England that respect and praise, to
which their superior talents and literary
attainments give them an undisputed
night. But let it also be remembered
that learning and talents have shone with
equal splendor among dissenters ; acd
that the most illustrious literary charac-
ters, both in language and divimity, phi-
losopby and the polite arts, which Eug-

land can boast, rank themselves among
dissenters.  This shows that England
might tll **stand aloft like the sun in
the beavens,” without paying cev-
eral hundred thousand pounds anou-
ally for the support of a religious esiab-
lishment.

The Doctor considers a “religious
establishment” the only weans of sup-
porung the clergy.

Were not the first ministers of Jesus
Christ supported by the free will offer-
ings of chiistians? The Apostles had
vot found out the art of foicing men to
support religion. This was left to the
fertile genius of some of the ** venerable’’
successors ; and by them has been dis-
played to admirable advantage for many
centuries. Yes, to such a degree of per-
fection has the system of forcing by the
anthority of legislative epactments, been
brought, that A. B. being Rector of C. is
allowed 1000l per annum. Vicar of D.
600/. & Canon of E. 500l per annum ; &
F. G. being Bishap of L. & Dean of 8. P.
iz allowed the very respectable income of
18, or 20,000!. per aunum. No wonder
that Diocesan Episcopacy and rehigious
establishments are so highly valued,
when they have made such great im-
provements on the imperfect system of
christianity laid down by the apostles,
whose views were so grovling that they
did not seek a superb establishment to
dwell in. but could even go * from coun-
try to country strewing their way with
the wreck of Satan’s Kingdom,” *‘and
having fond and raiment, could there-
with be content’” [1 Tim. vi. 8] without
baving their fingers in politics, or a voice
in the legislature. Their ¢ venerable
successors have become more wise, and
have learned to take the world more
easily and not preach Christ from house
to house, in season and out of season, as
the ¢ unecducated itinerant” Apostles
did. Many of their ‘ venerable” suc-
cessors have become go completely mas-
ter of their profession, that they can
spend two or three nights in @ week at
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the card table ; one or two in the ball
room, &«. &c. &c. and there preach, by
their pious example, the doctrioe of
christian purity. The Apostles never
had the zeal to do this, though they
gometimes preached Jesus in the streets,
at the tribupal, and in prieon.

So highly dues the Doctor value reli-
gious establishments, that "-e is sure our
neighbours in tne United States do not
feel the influence of religious instruction
¢amoag the wass of thewr population.” |
am no republican; but, I will take the
fiberty to observe that the United States
without the assistance of areligious es-
tablishmeont, cao produce men, who, for
prety, learning and talents, both in the
pulpit, in the closet, and in the senate,
make a much more honorable display,
than those who secem to despise them —
1 will just state the numbers of the differ-
ent religious denominations in the neigh-
‘boring States, and leave the reader to
Judge, how fur the influence of religious
instruction is felt among the ¢ mass of the
population.’

¢The principal religions denomina:
tions, at present in the United Stutes,
arethe Presbyterians and Congregation-
alists, Baptists, Friends, Episcopalians,
and Methodists, The two first of these
apitedly have more than twenty five
huandred congregations ; the number of
the Baptist -congregations, exceeds two
thousand ; the Friends have five hun-
dred; and the Episcopalians about three
hundred. The Methodists also are nu-
merous. ™ [Hist. U. S p. 383.]

T canaot but take notice of 1 circam
stance in the Doclor’s sermon, which
though indifferent in itself, yei- strongly
bespeaks the narrywness of his religious
feelings.  Reluctantly conceding the
< praiseworthy exertions of a few rels-
gious denominations in the neighbouring
States,” he observes, ‘more especially
the Episcopal Church,’ shich the histo-

* The Methodists consist ot 334268
Members and 1280 Preachers.

rian informs us containg only three hun-
dred congregations ; and those we un.
derstand, are not in general, very con-
spicuous either for their religious zeal or
piety.

The Doctor affirms, that ¢ without a
liturgy, or regular form of prayer, no
church can continue long,” [p 14.] This
carries its own refutation.

He alsosays that * the liturgy presents
with great force, simplicity and beauty,
the ways, means and appointments of
God, to restore our fallen nature to
purity and everlasting life, that it be-
comes a source of the liveliest devotion ;
by it the prejudices of men are removed,
their minds enlightened and their hearts
open to the reception of the Gospel.’
[p- 14.] To all thi: pompous panegyric
on the wondezful efficacy of the liturgy,
1 shall oppose the testimony of one of the
most pious and learned ministers of the
Church of England

¢ During my whole life’ he says ¢I
have heard of only three instances of
perscns converted to God, by attending
to the service of the Church in places
where the gospel hasnot been preached
and I trust I should not exaggerate, were
I to say that I have known three thousand
in places where it bas been preached,
[Christ. Obs. p. 593, A. D. 1805.]

In p. 13, 14, the Doctor observes that
¢ while the members of other denomina-
tions, connected by no bond of union,
by no common principles of order, and
no subordination, are soon scattered and
divided, our church proceeds with all
the advantages, which union, discipline
and order can produce. The people
whom we address, are not bewildered
with a variaty of opinions.®

I scarcely know which to impeach, the
Doctor’s honesty, or his ignorance.—
Who bae not heard of the ‘ vaviety of
opinions,’ and the warm disputes that
have divided the members and even
ministers of the Church of England, at
every period of her existence ? If there
be no ‘variety of opinion’ among the
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members of the Church of England,

whence originated the theological dis-
putes between Mr. Simeoa and Dr.
Marsh, between the Christian Observ

ers and the British Critics ; between Dr.
Hawker and Mr. lowes, between the
Bishop of St. Davids and the Bishop of
Llandaff ; between the Evangelical Cler-
gy and the High Cburchmen, &c. &c.

Is 1t pos?lble for a man of truth, and
honesty, to make representations of this
kind ?

The Doctor then proceeds to detail
the many and serious difficulties which
opposed the first establizhment, & which
still prevents the extension of the Church
of England in Canada. He describes in
quite striking cclours, the almost incred-
ible ignorance, the mental degradation,
the vitiated priociples and practices,
which abounded in the greatest part of
the country at the time of his Lordship’s
first visit, and which now exist in many
places. But he considers those obsta-
¢cles which the ¢ venerable Church” has
to surmount, the greatest, which are
occasioned by dissenters and sectaries.
And here, as a hungry parson did upon
the poor man's beef, the Doctor makes a
dead set upoon the Methodists.

«Even when churches are erected,”
pays the Doctor, *“ the persons who give
regular attendance are so few, as greatly
to discourage the mioister, and his wnfla
ence is frequently broken or injured by
numbers of uneducated itinerant preach-
ers, who, leaving their usual employ-
ment, betake themselves to preaching
the gospel out of idleness, or a zeal
without knowledge, by which they are
induced without any preparation to teach
what they do not know, and which fiom
their pride they disdain to learn ”

With respect to tte small numbers
who give regular attendance to the min-
istrations of the Church of England, I
am of the Doctor’s opinion. For I be-
lieve those instances are oot.very rare,
which almost compel the venerable cler-
gyman of Capada, to esay with Dean

Swift, ““my dearly beloved Koger, tiie
scripture moveth us in sundry places,”
&c  And as a remedy for this doletul
complaint, we may say with the eloquent
Chalmers, *“ to fill the Church well, we
must fill the Pulpit well,”  Until thatis
done. the Doctor’s mournful cries of
Sectarianism! Schisgm! Republicanism!
will still'be screeching in our ears; and
the repose of the ¢ lmperial Parliament’’
will continue to be disturbed by the
desponding exclamations. * The Church
is in dunger—money! power!” ls there
no deliverance from those tedious
qualms, with which the Doctor has for
s0 many years been pained? Yes it is
found in 2. Tim. iv. 2. ¢ Preach tke
word ; be instant in season aud out oY
season ; reprove. rebuke, exbort with aii
long suffering and doctrine.”

As to the Doctor's remarks on ths
qualifications, motives, and condvct of
the AMethodist itinerart preachers they
are ungenerous, unfounded and false.

The Methodist preachers do not value
themselves upon the wealth, virtue or
grandeur of their ancestry ; nor do they
consider their former occupation an ar-
gument against their present employment
or usefulvess. They have learned that
the *venerable” Apostles, were once
fishermen; that a DBhlnar could once
throw the shuttle; and that a Newton
was not ashamed to watch his mother’s
flock. By these examples, and a hun-
dred more, they feel themselves suffi-
ciently shielded from the envious reflec-
tions of a bigoted ecclesiastic. They are
likewise charged with ‘ preaching the
gospel out of idleness.” Does the Doc-
tor claim the attribute of omoiscience?
Does he know whatisin man? How
does he know they preach the gospel
out of idlepess ? Let the Doctor remem-
ber that ¢¢ with what judgment he judges,
he shall be judged,” [Matt. wii. 2.]
What does tk.e Doctor call idleness ? Not
the reading of one or two dry discourses
every sabbath ; not the preaching to one
congregation, with ap abnual income of



5 or 300l No; this is hard iabour, this
is indefatigable industry. Two or four
hupdred pounds per annum 13 no induce-
ment, 0o motive for preaching the gos-
pel. Those who Iaboar in th_l.q apostolic
manner, and for this small pittance. can
not be otherwise than the ¢ venerable
successors” of the Apoatles. Who are
they then, that preach the gospel out ot
idleness? Those indolent covetous men
who travel from two to three hundred
miles and preach from twenty five to for-
ty times every month. Those who 1n
addition to this, visit from house to house,
and teach young and old ¢ repentance
towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ,” [Acts xx. 21.] Those who
continue thiz labour year after year, and
are elevated with the enormous salary of
25 or 50! per cnnum; these are the
men who preach ¢the gospe! out of
idleness.” O bigotry! thou parent of
persecution ; O envy! thou fonntain of
slander; O covetousness! thoun god of
injustice ; would to heaven ye were ban-
ished trom the earth!

The Mothcdist preachers are said to
be uneducated, and to preach the gospel
without any preparation. To a collegiate
education they do not make pretensions.
But it should not be forgotten that there
are other ways and places of improve-
ment, besides the Doctor’s Academy at
and that if this objection may be
brought against the Methudist preachers
in Canada, it cannot be brought against
those who composed their articles and
discipline, and who formed their consti-
tution. The founders of wmethodism,
were not inferior to the most illustrious
of their age, both in the republic of let-
ters, and 1o scientific knowledge in gen-
eral. But the Methodist preachers are
not destitute of learning; nor do they
undervalue it. They consider it indis-
pensably necessary to ao able minister of
the gospel. [hey go farther 'They
say ‘“to huwan learning, we must add
que grace ;" **that man is not properly
qoalified” pay they, ““who can only
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traniate some of the classics, read achaj.
ter or two of the Greek gospels, re.
hearse the Lord’s prayer and the ten
commandments in Latin, perhaps write
a Latin sermon &c.—if he be destitute
of that wisdom whifh comes down from
heaven, * he cannot discern the things
of the spirit of God,” [1 Cor. ii. 14
«0Old things must pass away, and all
things must become new,” {2 Cor, v.
17.] St. Panl’s learning, though exten.
sive, did not qualify him for the ministry,
*“ His sins must be washed away, and he
be filled with the Holy Ghost,” [Acts iz,
17.] The son of God was revealed in
his heart, before he was qualified to
preach him among the heathen, [Gal.i.
16.] Except a mao be born not only of
water, but of the spirit, he cannot see
much less can he enter, and we add,
much less is he qualified to preach the
kingdom of God, [John iii. 3, 5]—
“[Learning and piety’’ says an able di-
vine ‘¢ accompanied with a consciousness
of the divine call, constitate the accom-
plished and able minister of Jesus
Christ.”

The Methodist Preachers consider a
koowledge of the languages, both desi-
rable and useful, and encourage the at-
tainment of them, and allow to those
who possess this knowledge all the su-
perior advantages which it confers. But
they do not think that what is commoaly
called classical learning, is essential to
the minister of the Gospel. A few words
excepted, it is quite needless to refer to
the original languages in theological dis-
cussions, and on all those words and
phrases, where the meaning is equivocal,
or where a difference of opinion exists,
all has been, that can wih profit, be
said. So generally is the learning of an-
tiquity, and science in general, brought
within the limits of our mother tongue,
that we can attain a-competent koowl-
edge of all the sciences (excepting a few
technical terms without knowing any
otber than the English langaage. Thi¢
is 80 true in divinity, that we see very
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many divines, who attach a great deal of
sanctity and virtue to classical learning,
no sooner pasz the Bishop’s hands, than
they bid farewell to the ancient langua.
ges, and in a few years koow as little
about them (a few proverbial phrases
excepted) as those who never learned
them. Of what advantage is it to have
known the good old way, and if after we
have known it, we depart from the holy
commandment delivered'unto us ?

But the Methodist church is not indif-
ferent to the qualifications of her minis-
ters. Whoever attends to the following
rules given in the Methodist discipline,
will see the wickedness, aud falsehood
of those vague assertions, that the Meth-
odist preachers *‘are induced to preach
what they do oot know, and which from
their pride they dizdain to learn >’ Witn
the following prior preparaion 2very
person must comply, before he can be-
come a Minister of the Methodist church.

1. They are received as private mem-
bers of society on trial.

2. After a half year, if they are found
deserying, they are admitted as proper
members.

3. When their grace and abilities are
sufficiently manifest, they are appointed
leaders of classes.

4. If they then discover talents for
more importent services, they are em
ployed to exhort occasionally in the
smaller congregations when the preach-
ers cannot attend.

6. Ifapproved of in this line of duty,
they are allowed to preach.

6. Out of those men who are called
local preachers, are selected the itiner-
ant preachers, who are recommended by
the conference of local preachers to the
travelling conference ; and if accepted,
are appoioted to a circuit.

7. Their characters and conduct are
examined annually in the counference;
and if they continue faithful for two
years of trial, they are admitted iato full
sonnexion and ordained deacons ; aod if

faithful two years looger, they are or-
daiwed elders or presbyters.

At these conferences, strict enquity is
made into the conduct and success ofé
every preacher, and these who are
foand deficient in abililies are no longer
employed as itinerant, while those whose
conduct has not been agreeable to the
Gospel are expelled, and are thereby
deprived of all the privileges, even of
private members of the society. [See
Adam’s Religious World Displayed, Val,
i, Coke’s life of Wesley.]

Before persons are allowed to preach.
after complying with the requisitions a-
bove laid dewn, the following questions
are asked.

1. Do they know God as a pardening
God? Have they the love of God abi-
ding in them? Do they desire nothing
but God? And are they holy in all man-
ner of conversation ?

2. Have they gifts (as well as grace)
for the work ? Have they (in some tol-
erable degree) aclear sound understand-
ing, a right judgment in the things of
God, a just conception of salvation by
faith? Aed has God given them any de-
gree of uiterance ? Do they speak justly,
readily, and clearly?

3. Have they fruit; are any truly con-
vinced of sin and converted to God by
their preaching ?

As long as these three marks concur
in any one, we believe ke is called of
God to preach. These we receive as a
suflicien. proof that he is moved by the
Holy Ghost to preach. [Meth. Disci-
pline, p. 44.]

When Methodist preachers are ad-
miited to trzvel on trial in the manner
already nouiced, the following rule is
given :—** It shall be the duty of the
Bishop or of a Commitiee, whom he shali
appoint at each annual conference, to
point out a course of reading and study,
proper to he pursued by candidates for
the ministry ; and the presiding elder,
whenever such are presented to him,
shall direct them (o those studies, whick



have been thus recommended. And
before any such candidate is received
into full connexion, he shall give a salis
factory evidence, respecting his koowl.
edge of those particular subjects, which
have been recvmmended to his consid-
eration.”” [Discip. p. 32.] Arcordingly ;
« The committee of preachers appomted
to arrange a plan ot course of siudy for
the candidates for admssion into full
connexinn with the travelling preachers
of the Methodist church in Canada, 1ec-
emmend the fullo ving conrse of study as
fndiapensably necessary.”

Drviniry.— Wesley'sSermons, Fletch-
er’s Checks, Clarks and Benson’s Com-
entaries.

Locic.—Watt's Loae.

Eccresiasricar History.—-Mosheim’s
and shilner’s Ecclesiastical Histories.

Gramman.—Marray’s Grammar.

Geocrarny.—Morse’s Geography.

They farther recommend the foliow-
irg studics as usefu! and ornamental : viz.

Narvrar Puivosorny. —-Wesley's
Fhilosophy.

Awcient axp Moprry History. —
Goldsmith’s Rome, Greece, and England,
Rollin’s Ancient History, Prideaunx, and
Shuckford’s Connections.

PoETRY.—-Milton’s Faradise Lost,
Young's Night Thoughts, and Cowper's
Poems.

Brograrnv.—The lives of Wesley,
Fletcher, Culke, Eramwell, and Fraocis
Xavier, British Nepos, &e.

Curovanory —Clark’s Tables, con-
tained in bis Commentary.

The seclection of authors on some
branches, m':it perhaps have been
more judicion<; but do the abuve ex-
tracts show that the Methodist preachers
‘tare induced without any preparation
to preach what they do not know, and
which from their pride they disdain to
learn 7"—7The dethodist preachers are
required to be diligent and studious, oot
only hefore they enter into full connex-
ton, but durinz the whole course of their
muistry.  To such their discipline [p.
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60] gives the following directions .~
« Read the most useful books, and that
regularly and constantly.

Steadily spend all the morning in thig
employment, or, at least five hours in
fonr and tweaty. And if any have not
a taste for readiog, let them acquire it
or return to their furmer employment.”

What are the public left to think of a
man »f God, a prop of the Church, who,
surrounded by the sacred vestments of
his ministry, with the word of truth be.
fore his eyes, and standing as an ambas-
sador for Chuist, will, when warped by
all these solemnities, and in the face of
the ahove evidence, pour forth slander
as black as it is bitter? It is not impus.
sible that the Methodist ministry. with
all their imperfection and igonorance,
may be almost as useful to the unculti-
vated inhabitants of Canada, as he who

e ¢ stands fast wedged
Between two empiries, and with swollen cheske
Inquires the news, his trumpet, keener far

Than all iuvective is his bold harangue,

While through that public organ of report

He hails the clergy ; and defying shame,
Avnnounces to the world bis own, and theirs!

He teaches those to read whom schools dismiss'd
And colleges untaught; sells accent, tone,

And empbasis, in score, and gives to pray'r

The adagio and candate it demands.

He grinds divinity of other days

Down into modern use; transforms old print

To zigzag manuscript, and cheats the eyes

Of gallery critics by a thousand arts.

Are there who purchase of the docior’s ware?

O name it not in Gath! it cannot be N
That grave and learned clerks should need such aid.
He doubtless is in sport, and does but droll,
Assuming thus a rank unknown before,

Grand caterer and dry nurse of the church.”

The Doctor having given this death
blow to the Methodist preachers, con-
tinues several pages, developing the
wretched state of morals, and the want
of improvement in Canada; and the
very serious impediments in the procu-.
ring of support, either from England or
from the Legizlature of these provinces.
Also, that the want of Iabourers,. and
the scarcity of means induced the Bishop.
of Quebec to apply to the “society for.
the propagation of the Gospel in foreign.
narts.” to increase the number of their
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missions. * His Lordship’s request be-
ing tavourably received” says the Dnc-
tor, ¢ the next difficulty was to procure
clergymen. For when they (the socie-
ty " hud assented to the Bishop’s prayer,
in as far as they were able, clergymen of
enlightened piety could not be found
willing to leave Englind for Caoada;
that gentlemen of educaticn and zeal
retused to leave their homes, and the
endearing associations, of early years,
to come to so distant and inhospitable a
colony.”

If “gentlemen of enlightened piety
and zeal would not sacrifice their homes
and the endearing associations of early
years” to preach the word of life to the
uncultivated nhabitants of this colony,
who would 7 Would those of less pie-
ty aond less zeal doit? Ifthis bethe
character of the ‘“ gentlemen of enlight-
ened piety and zeal,” what notions are
we left to eatertain of the great mass of
the English clergy? Can these be the
s gincere followers of the cross!” Can
these be the true followers of him who
declared with the most solemn assever-
ations, * if any man love father or moth-
er, wife or children, houses or lands,
more than me or my gospel, he cannot
be my disciple?’ [Luke, xiv. 26.]—
Can these be the followers of him, who
‘““counted all things but dross for the ex-
celiency of the knowledge of Christ Je-
sus?” "[Phil.iii. 8.] Ofhim who was
‘willing not only Lo be found at Jerusa-
lem, but to die for the Lord Je-us?”
[Acts, xx. 13.] Can these gentlemen of
cnlightened piety and zeul be the *‘ven-
erable” successois of him who ¢ weat
from country to country strewing his way
with the wrecks of Satan’s kingdom ?”

We would 1ain exculpate the eulight-
ened and pious clergymen of England
from tbat indelible reproach whigh the
Doctor has poured upon them ; but we
fear the task would be too tedious at
present. It seems, however, that tho’
his Lordship could not fiud gentlemen of
erlightened piety in England, he could

find some in the sigter kingdom, who
could sacrifice not ouly the *: endearing
associations of early years,” but their
own chuarch, ‘to come over to the help
of the Lord against the mighty.”” Hence
though this objection might be bronght
against the ‘*gentlemen of enlightened
piety and zeal” in Eoglaod it could not
be brought against those of Scotland

The Doctor having shot his pointless
darts at the sectaries of Canada, explor-
ed her ‘“dreary wastes” and severely
reproached the luke warmness of the
English clergy, commences hostilities
with the Imperial parliament, against
which he brandizhes his little dagger
with a great deal of vehemence and abile
ity. However, it does not yet appear
that he has cut his way to the money
chest ; and as we think that the Imperial
parliament are quite capable of defending
themselves and taking care of their purse
we shall not step forward in their de-
fence.

The Doctor towards his expiring mo-
ments on this heart rending subject. ex-
clmms ¢ what can fifty-three clergvmen
do, scattered over a country of greater
extent than Great Britan? Is it to be
wondered at that under such circumstan-
ces, the religious benefits of the ecclesi-
astical establishment of Englaud. are
little known or felt, and that sectaries
of all descriptions are increasing on every
side? And when it 18 considered that
the religious teachers of the other deuo-
minaiions, a very respectacle portion of
the ministers of the Church of Scotlasd
excepted, come almost universally from
the Kepublican States of America, where
they gather their koowledge and form
their sentiments, it is quite evident. that
if the lmverial parliament does not imme-
diately step forward with efficient help,*

* [sit not astonishing to hear such
lauguage 1n a country where thrze mill-
wons of acres are set apart for the sup-
port of fifly three clergymen, besides
their proportion of near 10,000l. a year
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ihe mass of the popnlation will be nur
tured and instructed in hostility to our
parent church, oor will it be long till
they imbibe opinions, any thing but
favourable to the political institutions of
England.” We are sorry to see the
Doctor reduced to such a dilemma of
agitation and distress ; but we fear that
bis recovery will not be immediate. He
aske in the language of despair ‘* what
can fifty-three clergymen do scattered
over a country of greater exteot than
Great PBritain 7'-—For the Dnctor’s re-
flection and encouragement | would ask
what did twelve Apostles do in the midst
of an ¢bstinate, a barbarous, and a perse-
cuting world? What did a Waldus do
in the valleys of Piedmont? What di]
a Wicktiffe do ip England 2 What did a
Lother do in Germany; nay, in the
chri-tian world 7 What did a Wesley
and fus contemporaries do in Europe ?
What have the Methodists done in A-
merica?

The most of these were not endowed
with miraculons gifts. Why did they
not cry out in the tope of Jiscouragement,
* What can one man do in the fuce of an
aoti christian world? Why did they
not apply to some legislature for pecuni
aryaid? Because they had learned that
““ the race was not to the swiit, nor the
baitle (o the strong,” [Eccl. ix. 11]
Because they felt the force ofthat saying,
‘¢ cursed is the man that trusteth in man,
and maketh flesh bis arm, whose heart
departeth from the Lord,” {Jer. xvii.
4.] Because they know that the victo-
ries of the cross did not owe their exten.
sion te legislative influence or support.
Because they believe the weapons of
their warfare were not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of
strong holds, [2 Cor. x. 4] Because
they had * the sword of the spirit, which

given for the support of the established
faith i1n the Canadas by the British Par-
liament. and by the Society for propa-
gating the Gospel in foreign parts ?

divideth asunder the joints and marrow,
and is a discerncr of the thongits and 10-
tents of the heart, [Epn. v 18, Heb,
iv. 12.] Because they were convinced
“that the munner of propagating the
gozapel in the first days of its glory, must
be the most judicious manuer of propa-
gatingitnow.””  Aad “* according to their
faith -o it was done unto them,” [ ‘att,
ix. 29.] Let the ¢ venerable” succes-
sors of the Apostles in Canada_ go for-
ward in the spirit of him whose resi-
dence was among the habitations of dis-
tress and the tabernacles of the poor;
let them in reality, be the followers of
them who ¢ declared the whole counsel
of God, in season and out of season,
from house to house, repioving, rebuk-
ing, exhocting with all long suffering and
doctrine,” | Acts, xx. 27, ¢ Tim. iv 2.]
And they will soon exclaim, not in the
language of apology. but in the song of
trinmph *“ what have fifty three clergy-
men done wn the British Capadian Chlo-
oy!” Would to God they might so do,
and that every houase might become a
house of prayers, and every heart a
temple of the Holy Ghost !

One particulac  reason, which the
Doctor assigns for imploring the aid of
the Imperial parliament is, that republi-
can princtples will be instilled into the
minds of the people, by the ‘: religious
teachers of the other denominations,
who” he says *come almost vgiverselly
from the Kepublican dtates of America.”

To put the Poctor at rest on this
puint, and to remove this cause of com-
plaint, I remark, that the * religious
teachers of the other denominaticns™ do
not talk or think quite so much about
politics as the Doctor does. They have
something else to do. They leave
others to attend to temporal affairs, that
they may ‘‘give themselves to prayer
and to the ministry of the word,” [Acts,
vi. 4] They find as much as they can
do 10 honting up “ the lost sheep of the
house of Isiael,” [ Matt. xv. 24,] without
having their fingers in every politica!
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questton that is agitated in the colony.
They feel the force of that command,
sgive thyself wholly to them, study to
show thyself a workman that needcth
not to be ashamed,” {1 Tim, iv. 15, 2
Tim. ii. 15] They believe it to be
their duty above all men to ‘¢ have their
conversation in heaven, [Phil. 1ii. 20.}
And whatever might be their private
feelings, they know that they have not
come to canvass political questions, but
to **call sinners to repentance,” [Matt.
ix. 13.]

Butthe assertionis false. They are
not republicans ; newther are they infect-
ed with republican principles ; nor have
they come “ almost anivers.lly from the
Republican States of America.”

Sezven eighths of the religious teachers
among the dissenters, are Brifish born
subjects. And out of the whole body of
the Methodist itinerant preachers, who
seem (o be the principal butt of the Doc-
tor’s hatred, there are only eight, who
bave not been born and educated in the
British dominions. And of those eight
all except two have become naturalized
Biitish subjects according to the statute
of the province. Although such repre-
sentations might have some palliation
bad they proceeded from a subtle law-
yer, or a designing politician, yet, what
covering can they have to conceal their
deformity, when they drop from the lips
of him, who proclaims the»a as he does,
the solemn truths of heaven ?

The hue-and-cry that ¢ dissenters are
disaffected to the Imperial Government,”
has stunned the ears of almost all Eu
rope, for more than two ceuturies. It
was first raised to make dissenters con-
tribute to the support of the establish-
ment, to enlarge the revenues of the
clergy, and to give more unbounded
sway o ecclesiastical domination ; sucd
as enforcing the act of upiformity &c.;

and doubtless it i3 for the same purposs
that it has been tranported to Amenca,
and now continues its hideous snrieks
through the * dreary wastes” of Caoada.

Have the dissenters in this country
ever shown a dizposition in any way hos-
tile to the true interests of the colony ?
Have they not been quiet in time of
peace and bold intime of war? Answer
ye parents, who mourn the loss of patri-
otic sons, who yielded up the ghost in
the field of battle! Speak, ye fatherless
children! the dying greans of whose dis-
senting fathers proclaimed, that * they
could die in defence of the British on-
stitution, and yet be unconnected with
religious establishments ? Bear testimo-
ny, ye disconsolate widows, whose dis-
senting husband’s loyalty, has doomed
you to perpetual melancholy! Lift up
your voicegs, ye unfortunate invalids,
whose lacerated limbs speak more than
volumes, that they are slanderers and
liars, who say that the religious any
more than the political dissenters in Can-
ada, are not true to * the political insti-
tulions of England!”’

I take my leave ofthe Dactor’s sermon
at present. He may trust in legislative
inflaence ; he may pray to the ‘ Impe-
rial Parliament.””  But we will trust in
the Lord our God ; and to Him will we
make prayer. And, under his auspices,
we fondly hope, that the day is not very
far distant ** when the banners of the
Lamb will wave triumphantly over the
blood stained car ef the Juggernaut;
when the Shaster and the Koran shall be
exchanged for the oracles of truth;”
when the plunderiog Arab, the degraded
Hottentot, and the inflexible Chigese ;
with the polished European, and the
uncultivated American, will sit down
under the tree of life, and all acknowl-
edge * one Spirit, one Lord, one Faith,
one baptism, and une God.”
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