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DISCOURSE 

ON THL 

NATURE AND DUTIES 

OF THE 

MILITAIlY PROFESSION. 

2 SA?£. 22, 35,-(\ He teacheth my hnnd9 to wo.r." 

As it is probable, that in the course of Providence, you will soon 
depart from this to another station in the province, I have thought 
proper with a view to present to you, the moral and religious ~earing 
of the matter, to address to you, while the opportunity lasts, a few 
observations on the nature and the duties of your calling. It is not 
unknown to me, that in this country where any foolish opinion may 
have its advocate, that the profession of a soldier has been represented 
to some of you as inconsistent with the religion of C~rist. There is 
a sort of plausibility and glittering iu the arguments usually adduced, 
and it is desire able that you should be warned against them, that no 
ignorant and talking person should have any influence upon your con
victions. As to the duties of your profession, you have long had the 
reputation of an exemplary correctness in the discharge of them-a 
reputation that has not diminished since the time you were quartered 
here, and which I trust in God never will be diminished by any conduct 
of yours, either in the sunshine of peace or in the tempest of war; 
and in alluding to those duties, I urn moved by a warrantable jealousy 
of the honorable conduct of my kinsmen according to the flesh, the 
willing subjects and defenders of the British Crown, rather than'any 
particular necessity, that requires your being admonished of them. 

'1'he profession of a soldier is one which the soldier has no 
r.ea~on to be ashamed of. He may always give if he pleases, a suffi-
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cient rea~on for his atloptlOn of the (lulling. He m~y engage in it 
without scruple. He may continue in it innocently and with the 
approbation of his conscience, and he may discharge the severest 
duties of it with a perfect confidence that he IS acting a part honorable 
in the eyes of men, and well pleasing in the sight of God. There is no 
objection of the ignomnt and disaffected, no objection of the fanatical 
or spuriously religious person, but may he fairly obviated and proven 
absurd. You may always render a reason for the faith that is in you, 
and proclaim with the boldness of a servant of Christ, and with the 
courage which naturally belongs to the race of the British islands, that 
your cause is unexceptionable, the cause of mankind and the cause of 
God. 

But in order to proceed with some regularity in the observations 
I shall address to you, we may first advert to the nature of the military 
profession, and in the second place to the dltties of it. 

Now, as to the nature of the military profession, we say, it is It 

lawful one. We say, it is has the sanction of God. There are many 
cases in which war had the command, the positive injunction and com
mand of God, for the undertaking of it. Moses, by the instructions of 
God, said to the Israelites, .. Avenge the Lord of Midian, and Samuel 
gave orders to Saul, to smite Amelek and utterly to destroy all that 
they had." For the lawfulness of war, we have besides, the example 
of holy men, of Abraham, of Moses, of Joshua, of David, and others, 
all unquestionably guided in every important action and conjuncture by 
the Spirit of God. You remember that the approbation of the Most 
High was remarkably expressed, when Melchisedec, a priest of God, 
blessed Abraham, as he returned from the slaughter of the kings. 
The reign of Jehu was continued unto the fourth generation for 
slaying the stock of Ahah, and Nebuchadnezer was rewarded for the 
destruction of Tyre. And we find David, king of Israel, declaring in 
the text, that his hands were taught to war by the instructions of God. 
Cases of the same description might be multiplied without number, and 
some instances might be given in which the actual vengeance of God 
descended upon those who refused to slay the enemies that ought to 
have been slain. 

vVe know in point of fact, that there was war even in hell ven, 
and it might naturally be inferred from this, that there would be war 
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on earth. If Michael and the angels fought agamst the Untgoll; If they 
who formerly rebelled against the authority of God, were tumbled in 
the press of war from the ramparts of heaven, and if we are actually 
~<ttisfied, from the closest and most extensive observation, that every 
lower species of created animals on earth, live in a state of occasional 
IJOstility, in a state subject to contention and war; then it certainly 
would be singular indeed, a single case in the history of angels above, 
and alt other creatures of God's making below, if men alone were 
exempted from the necessity of war. 

It is objected against the lawfulness of war, that Christ has de
clared that all they who take the sword shall perish by the slVord. 
Yes, but that is declared in the case of those who employ it for the 
purpose of private revenge, and doubtless, had a special reference to 
the hour then present, when, if anyone harl used the sword, each and 
all of them who did so, would have perished. Again, it is objected 
against the lawfulness of war, that we are commanded to have PEACE 

with all men. Yes, but the precept is properly qualified and limited 
by St. Pa.ul, if it ue possible a.s much as lietlt in you, to live peaceably 
with all men-if it be possible, i. e. it may be possible and it may not 
be possible. Again, it is objected, that the timo shall be when 
men shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks, and that nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, 
nor learn war any more; that time may come and certainly will come, 
but it has not yet come, and to all appearances is far enough dis
tant. These are some of the common objections against the profes
sion of arms, all susceptible of an anslVer of the clearest and flattest 
kind; objections against a practice, which, as was before shown, has 
the warrant of the command of God himself, the warrant of the 
practice of the holy and great men who lived in days of old, which has 
had the approbation and the reward of God publicly bestowed upon it. 

These things may serve to show the lawfulness of yoUI' profes
sion, but it is not only lawful-it is also neces~ary. The profession of 
d, soldier is necessary to the ver"y existence of mankind; fOTee must be 
opposed to force, violence must be opposed to violence. For trace 
things to their consequences only a few simple steps. If every man 
that lives 011 the face of this green and breathing world, were to sell 
his birthright in it and come to this resolullon, I wiII nBe no violence, 
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r will neither hurt nor destroy a single creature of God's, whether it blJ 
a beast or a bird of' prey,-sllppose all men were to act upon a resolu

tion of this kind, and what might be expected as the result ~ Why, if 
man destroyed not them, they wonld destroy him. If every man made 
up his mllld not to fight against them, every man must make up his mind 
to perish in their jaws. You mnst either oppose them or be devoured by 
them. Now, what is true with regard to man and the beasts of prey, 
is equally true in regard of one class of men and another. If a bar~ 
barous and savage race of men make a hostile descent upon a civilized 
and orderly community, is it the duty of this community to hang their 
useless arms by theil' sides, like the tuneless harps of the Jews on the 
willows of Babylon, and with a patient spirit of martyrdom suffer 
themselves to be scalped and devoured by a savage and infnriated band~ 
No such thing, it is their duty and", matter of absolute necessity, 
using the better means and intelligence which God has given them, to 
frustrate the purposes of their enemy; to muzzle them if possible, and 
if that be impossible, unquestionably to destroy them. The same 
thing holds with regard to nations. If a cultivated, a prosperous and 
religious people, are to maintain their advantages or preserve their 
existence as a people, they must be able to protect themselves from 
the violence of' others. There is no intelligible principle of duty that 
requires them to suffer themselves to be smashed and destroyed-that 
requires them to permit themselves to be insulted or plundered. 

The best llations, generally speaking, are the strongest; and they 
ought to be so in order to fllifil the final purposes of God. The purposes 
of God are the present and future happiness of his intelligent crea
tures, and in eyery nation whe.re the truth in Christ has been made known, 
there is certainly to be found a much greater measnre of happiness than 
in those countries that have not been favoured with the knowledge of 
it, and in addition to this, the happiness that arises from the confident 
expectation of a future happiness even when the present life shall have 
been passed and over. Bilt in order that the present possession and the 
future ennjoyment of an eternal and heavenly blessedness may be 

possessed and maintained by any people, that people must have the 
means and the power of protecting itself from violence. In such a 
world as this, they can only live by opposing the force of their enemies. 
They can neither maintain their moral nor intellectual ascendancy by 
any other means. 'fheir safety from external violence must be secured, 
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n.nd if it were a law of nature that the barbatian sJlOuld always In the 
course of time, tread down into the dust the most cultivated, holy and 
religious people, the stream of things would be running backwards, and 
aU the received and acknowledged purposes of God made vain and void. 
As therefore it is necessary that a good man, when aUat;ked by a 
murderer, must defend himself to the best of his ability; as every 
cultivated and intelligent race of human creatures are justly called upon 
to protect themselves against the furious invasions of rude and barbarous 
savages, so is every intelligent, and prosperous, and religious community 
required to repel the aggressions of those nations, who in the course 
of human passions, may act unjustly and violently against its saf~ty and 
interests. It is a lalV of self defence. It is a necesssity which God 
himself has established. If a good nation is to exist-to live and breathe 
on the face of God·s earth, how can they exist unless they arm 
them~elves with the might which lies in you, against the ambitious, the 
selfish and half-savage powers that seek to crush and destroy u~, that 
envy and fear us. There has been war in heaven and there mllst be 
war on earth. The thing is necessary-a justifiable and proper thing, 
1110re especially when you know ,that in supporting the cause of tho 
British Government you are supporting' the cause of Christ" among the 
nations of the earth. There is no doubt of thi;, that if cbis good 
world of God's is to be peopled with men, men must fight, if it is to 
be peopled with good mell, good men must fight und contend for their 
well-being. 

War is a lawful and a necessary practice, and therefore the mili
tary profession is both lawful Illlel necessary. nut more than that, it is [L 
useful and honorable profeSSIOn. It may be reg'arded us the executil'e 
ur administration of public justice, as tho me[Lns of maintaining' rig'ht in 
it world where human passions create a constant temptation to perpe
trate what is wrong. Men nre not to be restrained by mere advices and 
persuasions, by mere threatening's or any ordinary course of law. l:lome 
are so'insuffern,bly ambitious that no power or jurisdiction will content 
them and some so insatiably covetous that no revenue or profit will 
sl,ti~(y their hungering' and thirsting after wealth. ,\Vere there no 
strong rc.'llruint, no means of suppressing' lly force such men's 
iuonliu[Lte appetite", who could live in quiet, who could possess or 
enjoy anything- hut themselves. Humun iniquity creates the necessity 
oJ!" wctr, ana t.he H10St pious and rJ;;htcous of men may engage in it, for 

B 
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tlie benefits arising from the conect.ion of that iniquity; a free and quiet 
possession of the true faith is maintained by it, peace is settled by 
it, kingdoms and commonwealths are secured by it, property and 
inheritances are held under the shield and defence of the military 
profession. All lawful callings are freely exercised, good laws are put 
in execution, and due justice is distributed, the wicked are bridled and 
all the oenefits of social life, preserved by the maintenance of a public 
power sufficient to compel what measures may have been determined 
upon for the public good •. 

It is honorable to be instrumental in procuring or preserving 
these benefits. The profession of a soldier may be regarded as an 
institution the object of which is the promotion of other men's happiness 
and prosperity. The vast system of commerdal enterprize proceeds 
upon the probability and assumption that the army is sufficient and 
WIlling to defend it. But for this condction it would break to pieces 
and decline in a moment. The army is the great wall of fire that 
protects every department of human life from the ungrateful and ignorant 
huckster that accumulates money under the shadow of its wings to 
the noble in his old and well stored palace,-yea to the Queen on 
Britain's majestic throne. What is it but the army that has so long 
prevented and that still prevents the flood of invading hosts, from rolling 
in destruction into the very heart of the Island 1 ,\Vhat is it but the 
devoted and disciplined forces. that muster under the banners of the same 
royal power, that prevents the wolffrom descending on the sheep-fold of 
Canada. Ah, men are mean and ungrateful creatures when they refnse 
to honour and reward the soldier. They would never have been what 
they are, if many thousands of heroic souls had not fought and died for 
them. Their pleasant ease, their fruitful speculations, their added heaps 
of gain, all the advantages of their luxurious and glorious state, have 
been secured for them and bought for them by the heroism and good 
conduct of the British Soldier. It is one consolation for the soldier to 
know, that there is no great and worthy man within the compass of the 
empire that does not honour everyone that bears arms in its cause; and I 
trust in God that the time will never come when a scrimp, mistaken, 
and wretched policy will withhold from the good soldier, the honour 
w~ich he deserves and the reward which is his his due. There was a 
time in Isra€! when neither shield nor spear was to be found among 
forty thousand of the children of Ismel. Then was the time for the 
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choosing of new Gods, then rolled the thunder of war against the very 
gates of the city, till there arose a mighty princess, a mother in Israel 
and a Judge in Israel. "The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they 
ceased in Israel until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in 
Israel.': She honoured the soldier, she gave encouragement to the 
profeSSIOn. "My heart is toward them, she said, my heart is toward 
the Governors (or leaders) ofIsrael, that offered themselves willingly 
among the people," and had the mother of our Israel, the Queen who 
wears the crown, defended by the strong hearts and willing hands of 
you and such as you, had her tongue the liberty of speaking the 
thoughts of her mind, I know not what the exact words might be, but 
I am sure their meaning would be that of Deborah's, "My heiLrt is 
toward you that offer yourselves willingly among the people." 

These observations m.ay suffice for the present, as to the nature 
of the profession of arms, and we have arrived at the second, and by far 
the most important part of the subject, the duties that belong more 
,Particularly to that professioll. It is of course only those moral dutie" 
that are implied in it that I can be called upon to advert to. The 
military art is no province of mine, and were I to speak of it here, I 
should only be acting the part of Phormio before Hannibal. The old 
philosopher discoursing on the duties of a commander, mixed up his 
discourse with observations on the art of war, to the great delight, as 
Cicero says, of a great part of his audience. But when Hannibal was 
asked his opinion of the matter, Hannibal one of the greatest generals 
that ever has appeared, "I have seen many silly old men," he said, "bu t 
a sillier old man than Phormio, I have never seen ih my life." But the 
moral duties are quite distinct from the art, and among the first of these 
duties required in a soldier is an inviolable loyalty. He is to serve the 
cause which he professes to serve. To the good faith and allegiance 
of the British soldier, the crown and nation at large have entrusted their 
best interests and their very existence. The trust is a great one, 
comprehending all that is reckoned most valuable among men, all that 
we believe to be most holy and best pleasing in the eye of God-the 
religion of Christ which you hold to be sacred, to be the source of your 
heavenly hopes, the most mtioualliberty that is enjoyed by any nation 
on the earth, the largest measure of human happiness that is any 
where experienced, the security and happiness of your kindred that live 
and breathe in peace, beside the waters and green hills where rest their 
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rrncient rrnel happy hrrbitrrtions-the defence of these is entrusted fo 
your faith; lmel rr viler treachery there cannot be imagined thrrn for a 
soldier to violate that sacred trust, and invite the enemy of his conntry 

. and of his country's God, to rifle the house of his frrthers, and profane 
the sanctuary beside which their bones were laiel in the dust till the day 
of their resurrection to the blessedness of heaven; and wha-t do they do, 
hut violate that trust, who like skulking hypocrites, put off the 
honoumble ensigns of their profession, and fly in disguise under the 
shrrdes of night into a ·strange countryanu beyond the reach of those 
lrrws which they have sworn to defend. Can they expect the blessing 
of Gael to follow them in the fLlture course of their lives? Can it be a 
consolation to them on the day of their death, to know that they broke the 
sacred obligation of an oath? Can they be happy-can life itself be very 
desirrrble to them, crrrrying about within their spirits the sense of their 
own dishonour? No, the dark suspicion of their unworthiness will 
always attend them. No just motive, no manly consideration of duty, 
Clln afterwarus snpport them in the business and trials of life. They 
will know and feel that no God crrn vindicrrte their conduct, and they 
will probably find in their sorrowful experience that they have made a 
brrd exchange anu hrrve found u. Imrder service than the service they 
abanuoned. It is out of the course of nrrture to suppose that the people 
to whom they have betaken themselves can ever respect them if they 
knolV their character. They may shake them by the hand but they will 
Jlut nothing into it. Even though they praise them they will never trust 
them. The disloyrrl and unfaithful soldier go where he may, will 
probably have more fast days in his almanack than any church on earth 
ever wrote in its calenuar. Before he can thrive and succeed in the 
business of life among a strange people, he must long borrow of his 
baek and long b?ITOIV of his belly. He must be obedient to t.:Je will 
of men for whom he can have no respect, and undergo a service harder 
and more degrrrding than that of an Indian slave. It is always best for 
a man at the long run, to be honest and true. Let his conduct be 
open, anu public and justifirrble, then he may lerrve the consequences tf) 
uod. God the preserver anu guan1irrn of the pious and frrithful man, 
will reward him in some way. N a man can be Imppy that does not 
keep within his breast the rich treG-sure of u. clear. and quiet con
science, and by this, if he possesses it, the soul of the soldier will 
always be soothed to rest. That itself, will be worth the value of his 
pay. What would any man 1I0t give however high his rank, to hrrve 
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[t soul that has ma'le its peace with God in Christ, a soul so strongly 
fortified, so walled with brass and founded on such a rock? He may 
have the clllltinual feast of a good conscience and may warrantably 
derive from the faithful discharge of his duties, the just expectation of 
the approval of God. 

The willing and perfect obedience which the soldier is required 
to render to the command of tho. e under whose authority he is placed, 
is obviously a duty of the greatest importance. It lies as the basis or 
substratum of all the advantages that arise from his profession. 
'Vithout it there could be neither efficiency nor order. It would serve 
no end, because no duties would be performed. Lawful authority is 
the command of those whom God has set over us, and this command 
may reach us either immediately from the ruler of the people, or 
mediately from those whom he has appointed over us. "I am a man 
under authority," says the centurion, "and have soldiers under me, and 
I say to one, go and he goeth, and to another come and he cometh." If 
a soldier should refuse to go, if the command of his. officer should be 
disobeyed, it is evident he is no longer a soldier, bnt a rebel; no longer 
a blameless person, but absolutely a criminal. The command of his 
officer is a sufficient warrant for any soldier to fight; even though the 
cause should be a doubtful one, he is in no way responsible for it; he 
has no concern in it. If there be any sin in the matter, neither the 
soldier nor the officer who keeps the order of civil peace, actmg under 
the regular and received authority, has any thing' to do with it. The 
sin, if sin there be, must lie at the door of those who have the highest, 
the supreme and first authority in the direction of public afii.tirs. It 
must always be referred to the source and origin of the service, to the 
tirst promoters and author~ of it, if we take for granted that any 
particular service is sinful. If the criminality is not referred to the 
prime movers and authors, it must be partaken of by each and all who 
have any part in the accomplishment of the business. Every private 
soldier would require to be a casuist, to decide beforehand, upon the 
justice of a military expedition. He would require a priest at his 
elbow to satisly his every doubt, and it might be possible that even 
then, his doubts wOLlld rema.in. As there is no imaginable service, 
against which some objection or other might be opposed, the plea of 
conscience would become synonymous with the mere dictate oJ"inclina
tion, and therefore nothing could be done with combination and consis-
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cney. Every man would think a duty to be right only when he liked it, 
and would always be opposed to it most conscientiously, when he hap
pened to be averse to it. nut 'the truth is the duty of a soldier, the duty 
which he owes to God in the way of his profession, is perfectly plain. He 
serves God when he obeys the commands of his officer. His course is 
most happily and clearly marked out to him. He can do what he is told, 
and is thereby saved from the trouble and anxiety of canvassing and 
investigating the moml relations and remote consequences of his 
actions professipnally. He is very much mistaken, if he supposes that 
God requires him to be a philosopher or a political economist; that he 
requires from him any such thing as a condition, to the faithful and 
zealous discharge of his duty. There is always a naturalness about 
the duties which God requires. The mother, who in the devotedness 
of her natural affection, patiently sings to rest the soul of her child, is 
a shining angel in comparison to a bigotted hypocrite and narrow
minded wretch, who would send a million souls to hell, because they 
did not hold exactly his views and opinions of things. God does not 
ask us to dive into mysteries. Let a man only discharge the duties 
that are before his eyes. Let him mind his own garden. He has no 
business to seek uncommanded occupations, and roam about after the 
wild flowers on the mountains, unless it be his vocation. Every soldier 
then may know, that in discharging the duties of his profession, and in 
rendering a just obedience to the authority of those who have been 
appointed over him, he may for any thing in the nature of his profes
sion, serve his God as truly and acceptably as if he were preaching the 
gospel of Christ with all the zeal and learning of a bishop. He holds 
not his life dear, and if his obedience is rendered with a view to the 

. well-pleasing of God, his work is sanctified and his reward is certain. 
It ought to be observed too, that obedience is by no means a duty 
peculiar to soldiers. They require, as rigorously as others, the com
pliance and obedience of their children. They exact the same from 
the beast that carries them on its back. There is no occupation' or 
business in the various departments of human life, in which a strict ac
quiescence in the received practice is not generally expected. The 
person whom one employs is under obligation to obey in the matter 
which he undertakes. It is a law of life from which there is none who 
can entirely escape. We seek it universally and universally stand in 
need of it from one another. 
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Again, there is the 7'espect with which the soldier i~ called upon 
tu regard those whom providence has placed over him. He is to say 
nothing and to do nothing which may injure their reputation or diminish 
their professional ueefulness. Even where they may be defective in 
their duty or perverse in their manner of discharging it, there is always 
some proper and authorized channel through which the redress may be 
had if the object be deserving of any serious consideration. But to 
disparage them privately and behind their backs, is one of the meanest 
and most dishonourable praclices. It is the vice of a sullen and 
malicious chal'l1cter, or of an ignorant and self-conceited person, and is 
generally witnessed with contempt by every sensible individual to whom 
such complaints are addressed. 

Again, there is the necessity of a bold and vigorons discharge 
of his office, that is required from the soldier in the day of danger. In 
the actual encounter which he may be called to, he must exemplify the 
steadines and courage which are proper to a devoted sense of duty. 
He is to have no misgivings nor suspense when commanded to act out 
the just end of his profession. If he encounters a danger he must 
make up his mind to meet it with force and determination. By restive
ness and backwardness the danger will only be made greater and a 
calamity is only complete when it is accompanied with shame and 
the sense of degradation. Since the end of his profession is as 
lawful and as necessary as any other which men can engage in, the 
soldier may go forth in faith, with confidence and cheerfulness. lIe 
may justly invoke the assistance and the blessing of God, he may meet 
death in the charge with the sanctified courage of a christian and eom~ 
mend his soul with the most comfortable hope into the hands of God. A 
soldier who dies in the field of battle, is like a high priest struck dead 
upon the stairs of the altar. He is a martyr if he falls in the cause of 
his country's good, because the good of his country is no doubt an object 
most dear to God. It is there that his name is most held in reverence 
it is there that his will has been most plainly and most generally made 
known-and it is there that the hope of immortality has most deeply 
penetruted the souls of men. If anywhere on earth, surely in the 
British roles the a:Jcient correspondence between earth and heaven is 
preserved. It is not only preserved there, but in the providence of God, 
that land has been mude the bright centre whence the light of sacred 
truth has been and is now most strongly radiated. Other lando have 
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their uefence in the numbers and courage of their [trmies, and shall this 

land have no walls of fire round about it-shaH it be left a prey to the 
boar of the woods and every wild beast that would break down its fence 
and destroy its pasture. Call it be the wish or desire of God, that a 

sacrilege should be committed on this the most. glorious of' his earthly 
t.Clllples-surely not if in a British army there be men left who are not 

ashamed of their country's glory, and of thea' father's God. If they 
have any delight or any love and reverence for either, they are then 
inspirod with courage invincible, their might is sustained, we may well 

believe, by the providence of heaven, and while they fulfil like all other 

day-labourers of Go~, his eternal pin'poses, their vocation in a 

peculiar degree is a high and honourable one, successful in the pa~t, and 
likely to be successful and triumphant in the future history of man. 

Anotber, and perhaps the chief obligation of a soldier, is by the 
constant exorcise of a pious spirit, to be able to commit his cause 
cheerfully to God, that fearing God he may have no other fear. There 
is no reason why the piety of a soldicr sbould render him Ecrupulous in 
the duties required from him. Tbat piety, though it tend to the pro
duction of a spirit of good-will to men, must be spurious indeed, and by 
no means adapted to the latitudes of this lower world, if it produce an 
indiscriminating- benel"olence destructive of the sense of necessary 
oblig-ations. The service of a soldier is conservative of the most 
sacred and most valuable interests of mankind, and it will be the office 
of' his piety to connect the end with the means, to relieve him Irom the 
suspense which might invade the mind oftbe weak and unthinkinO", :md 
give determination to his conduct corresponding with the stren;th of 
conviction by which he holds his principles. His spiritual life may 
thus g-row in conjunction with his natural duties. He may find plea
sure in the hardest services, because he will thus be enabled to view 
them as the commandments of God. He will find pleasure in sub
mitting to tllC di,:posal of his providence. He will have hopes and 
aspiratIOns that will cheer him on his course of duty and trial, and 
when the day shall come, as come it must to all, in which the angel uf 
t!eath shull call him aevay, wllCther gently or ,iolently, from his present 
care,; rrnt! occupatiolJ,o, he may believc, as he has reason enough to 
expect thal the rot! al d tl "·t· t~' t' G·1 . 

, 1 1C" a.l 0 Ou Will support und comfort Ilim. 

Dc:;iJ.::o the" tl ' '. tl ~ , . 
,c, lere 1- ." uuty of JUi'P"';Slll~'· all private rc" 
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~eng~ and of abstaining from all private quarrels. One Can hardly 
ImagIne any thing more destructive of the discipline of a regiment, than 
the love of brawling and contention. 

Another special duty of the soldier is temperance. "He that 
striveth for masteries," says St. Paul, "must be temperate in all 
things." If a man had it in his power to curse his enemy, he could 
wish him no greater calamity-than to be the slave of a vice whose 
effects are nothing less pernicious, than a madness in the brain and a 
fever in the heart. All sins are unprofitable, but scarcely any is so 
unprofitable to the sinner as drunkenness. It is attended with more 
sorrows than could be numbered in all the tr~cts of all the societies in 
the world. The person is in possession of a terrible disease, who is 
afflicted with the torment of this hellish thirst. He must bid farewell 
to eyery honorable hope he has ever entertained of a usefui and pros
perous life. He becomes disqualified for the duties, a steady attention 
to which would be certain to render him a respectable member of 
society. More especially is he rendered unfit for a service which 
requires strictness of discipline, accuracy and regularity, together with 
a buoyant heart and the strength and metal of vigorous health. 

But there are otber forms of intemperance not less pernicious, 
perhaps, though not equally offensive, others whose silent approach is 
calculated to make invasion into the lmguarded spirit. In this world, of 
trial there are various points from which the attacks of our spiritual 
enemies may be made, innumerable ills that beset a human soul to Jead 
it daily astray. Even where no brutish vice can venture to go, there 
are others of a .. subtiler nature that may invade the bosom of tile best, 
and make them mean, selfish and wicked, or render them weary and 
distracted. it were in vain attempting here to subject them to a 
minute description. Every intemperate passion would be a history, 
every disproportioned and immoderate virtue a volume of distur
bances and sorrows. They form the annals of the book of man, 
who is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward. There is the 
less danger perhaps, to those who have already experienced and given 
battle to the ills and temptations of our mysterious existence, but 
with young, whose life and hopes have being in the future, who spread 
lI, prospect of after-life for themselves gilded and fashioned by their own 
imaginations, their security, their usefulness and happiness depend UpOI1 

c 
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the provision they have made for the resistance of sin and for theendu
ranee of sorrow. Let them learn early to submit themselves to the 
yoke of duty, to overcome every reluctance and weariness of the flesh 
that indisposes them to the discharge of ev'ery ackn,owledged obligation. 
Their sense of duty will thus gro N stronger with every measure of 
perseverance, and their capacity to perform it become firm and vigorous. 
Let them suppress the flight of every favourite and wandering fancy, 
and be sure that they wiJIlive, if they live at least in this world of God's 
not amidst fancies but realities that will ask fortitude and patience, 
constancy and some determinate principle of acting. Let them keep 
their spirits pure by shunning the first promptings and indications of 
wickedness. Let them seek strength from the sanctuary of God, and 
let them refer constantly to the will of God for the sanction and authority 
of their course of conduct. Let no consideration, no false shame nor 
persuasion induce them to abandon a course which they are certain to 
be right, and which they have once determined to pursue. ' But whe:t 
an intemperate passion takes possession of the soul, its effects are 
always dangerous and unhappy, sometimes betraying not only into acts 
but into h~bits of sin ~ sometimes prostrating the power of the strongest 
natural conscience, and ren~ering the light of religious truth as dark 
as the shadows of night. The history of intemperate or inordinate 
affections would present, if drawn at full length, a melancholy picture 
of woes in which a natural feebleness of mind bending before the force 
of every new motive, in which a light wandering and ill-balanced 
imagination, in which obscure and ill-defined views of the path of duty, 
and in which the contest of rival passions would constitute the promi
nent individual figures of the piece. 

These, and several other duties that belong more especially to 
the office of a soldier, it surely behooves you to contemplate with care, 
and in doing so, fail not to ask assistance from God who O'iveth to all 
men liberally and upbraideth not. He can inspire us with wise pur
poses and holy resolutions. He can shew us the way in which we 
ought to walk, endue us with counsel and discernment, and grant us 
power to pursue what is good. Let us therefore apply to him with 
earnestness, to support us when exposed to temptation and amidst aU 
the tri~ls of life, to preserve us steadfast and immovC:ble in the dis
charge of every duty; then, thongh called upon in the course of 
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providence, to struggle and contend, while others enjoy their rest, and 
to encounter many difficulties which others escape from, you may have 
faith to believe that the grace and strength of God will not be with
drawn from you, but supplied abundantly in the ilay of need, enabling 
you to endure hardships as good soldiers of Christ in that department 
of human life, in which it has pleased God to assign you your share I?f 
iluty and trial. And may the blessing of that God, in whom we live 
and dwell, be upon you in all your wanderings, and in every stage of 
the present life,-may His goodness anil mercy follow you into the 
ages of eternity. 
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