


ANNO DECIMO SEPTIMO & DECIMO OCTAVO 

VICTORI£ REGINJE. 

CAP. CXVUI. 

J\n Act to empower the I..Iegislature of Canada to 
alter the Constitution of the Legislative Council 
for tbat Province, and for other Purposes. 

[11 th _August 1854 J 

W HEREAS an Act of the Session of Parliament holden in 
the Third and Fourth Years of Her Majesty, Chapter 
Thirty-five, " to reunite the Provinces of Uppei' and Lower 

" Canada, and for the Government of Canada," provides amongst 
other things for the Establishment of a Legislative Council in the 
Province of Canada, consisting of Members summoned thereto by the 
Governor, under the Authority of Her Majesty as therein specified: 
And whereas it is expedient that the Legislature of the said Province 
should be empowered to alter the Constitution of the said Legislative 
Council: And whereas the said Act requires Amendment in other 
respect: Be it enacted hy the Queen'::; most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same, as follows: 

I. It shall be lawful for the Legislature of Canada by any Act or Power to 

Acts to be hereafter for that Purpose passed, to alter the Manner of i~~l~e~}s­
composing the Legislative Council of the said Province, and to make Canada to 
. . f h N b f M b . db' alter the It consIst 0 suc um er 0 em ers appomte or to e appomted CODstitution 
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of the Legis- or elected by such Persons and in such Manner as to the said 
lative Ccmn- L . 1 fi d fi h Q l"fi· f h P cil. egis ature may seem t, an to x t e ua i catiOns 0 t e er-

Provisions of 
former Acts 
of Parlia-

sons capable of being so appointed or elected, and by such Act or 
Acts to make Provision, if they shall think fit, for the separate 
Dissolution by the Governor of the said Legislative Council and 
Legislative Assembly respectively, and for the Purposes aforesaid to 
vary and repeal in such Manner as to them may seem fit all or 
any of the Sections and Provisions of the said recited Act, and of 
any other Act of Parliament now in force which relate to the Con­
stitution of the Legislative Council of Canada: Provided always, 
that any Bill or Bills which shall be passed by the present Legislative 
Council and Assembly of Canada for all or any of the Purposes afore­
said shall be reserved by the said Governor, unless he think fit to 
withhold Her Majesty's Assent thereto, for the Signification of Her 
Majesty's Pleasure, and shall be subject to the Enactments of the said 
recited Act of the Third and Fourth Years of Her Majesty, Chapter 
Thirty-five, Section Thirty-nine, which relate to Bills so reserved for 
the Signification of Her Majesty's Pleasure 

II. As soon as the Constitution of the Legislative Council of the 
Province of Canada shall have been altered under such Act or Acts 

mont to so assented to by Her Majesty as aforesaid, all Provisions of the said 
applyLto .thlc recited Act of Parliament of the Third and Fourth Years of Her 
ne'v e·O'lS a-
tive Co~ncil. Majesty, Chapter Thirty-five, and of any other Act of Parliament 

Power t.o 
the Legis­
bture of 
CanacLt to 
vary the 
Provision,g 
of the Act 
or Acts con­
stituting the 
new Legisla­
tive Council; 

and to vary, 
&c. the Pro­
perty Quali­
ncation of 
Members of 
Assembly. 

now in force relating to the Legislative Council of Canada, shall be 
held to apply to the Legislative Council so altered, except so far as 
such Provisions may have been varied or repealed by such Act or 
Acts of the Legislature of Canada so assented to as aforesaid. 

III. It shall be lawful for the Legislature of Canada from Time to 
Time to vary and repeal all or any of the Provisions of the Act or 
Acts altering the Constitution of the said Legislative Council: Pro­
vided always, that any Bill for any such Purpose which shall vary 
the Qualification of Councillors, or the Duration of Office of such 
Councillors, or the Power of the Governor to dissolve the Councilor 
Assembly, shall be reserved by the Governor for the Signification of 
Her Majesty's Pleasure in manner aforesaid. 

IV. It shall be lawful for the Legislature of Canada by any Act 
or Acts reserved for the Signification of Her Majesty's Pleasure, and 
whereto Her Majesty shall have assented as herein-before provided, 
to vary or repeal an) of the Provisions of the recited Act of Par­
liament of the Third and Fourth Years of Her Majesty which 
relate to the Property Qualification of Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

V. So 
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V. So much of the Twenty-sixth Section of the said recited Act Proviso in 

f P I, 'd h . h 11 b 1 .C Itt Section 26. of o ar lament as provi es t at It s a not e awlU to presen' 0:3 &;.[ Viet. 

the Governor of the Province of Canada for Her M,-0esty's AS5ent c, 35. re· 

any Bill of the Legislative Council and Assembly of the said pealed. 

Province by which the Number of Representatives in the Legislative 
Assembly may be altered unless the Second and Third Reading of 
such Bill in the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly 
shall have been passed with the Concurrence of Two Thirds of the 
Members for the Time being of the said Legislative Council, and 
of Two Thirds of the Members for the Time being of the said Lcg'is-
lative Assembly respectively, and that the Assent of Her ~L~jcst.Y 
shall not bl; given to any such Bill unless Addresses shall have been 
presented by the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly 
respectively to the Governor stating that such Bill has been so 
passed, is hereby repealed, 

VI. The Forty-second Section of the said recited .:\.ct of Parlia- Section 42. 
'd' h' . C"< B'll f' h'~ '1' C< '1 of 3 &; -1 Viet. ment, prOV] mg t at m certam ases 1 sot e LegIs atlve ouncl ('.35, IC' 

and Assembly of Canadl{ :,h"l1 be l;J;,1 k.fnrc hoth Houses of Parlia- pealed. 

ment of the United Kingclom, is hereby repealed; and, notwith-
standing anything in the said Act of Parliament or in any other 
Act of Parliament contained, it shall be lawful for the G'overnor 
to declare that he assents in Her Majesty's Name to any Bill of the 
Legislature of Canada, or for Her Majesty to assent to any such Bill 
if reserved for the Signification of Her Pleasure thereon, although 
such Bill shall not have been laid before the said Houses of Parlia-
ment; and no Act heretofore passed or to be passed by the 
Legislature of Canado shall be held invalid or ineffectual by reason 
of the same not having been laid before the said Houses, or hy 
reason of the Legislative Council and Assembly not having presented 
to the Governor such Address as by the said Act of Parliament is 
required. 

VII. That in this Act the Word" Govel'llor" is to be understood Interpreta­

as comI)rehending' the Governor, and in his Absence the Lieutenant tTion of 
erms. 

Governor, or Person authorized to exccute the Office or the 11\mctionu 
of the Governor of Canada, 
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