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PREFACE. 

A SHORT time since, a mE'~ting of some gentlemen of New-Haven was 
holden at Mr, Clark's ["'-d'n, at whiel] it was agreed, to J'eqllest the Se­

lectmen to call a 'fawn Meeting on Saturday the 28th of January; at 2 o'cl<;>ck, 
p, M. The ,by agreed on at tbig meeting, and appointed by the Selectmen, 

'. did not alford sliilicient time for full discus'sion, It was about 3 o'clock, ~. M, 
before the cili~ens c"llecled .at the Brick Meeting-House. The ResolutlOJ1S 
reported by the Committee, appOil)ted at Clark's, were, rea~, sepal:at<;ly ~on­
sidered, and, after some debate, adopted by an "overwllelmlllg maJorlty, 

\Vhen the resolution was read, requesting the Governor to conv:ne the As­
sembly for the plll'pOS", of tailing into consideration the "~larmlllg. state of 
public uIhil'S," and" adopting such measures" for" protectmg ou: rlghts".as 
should be deemed advisabie; one gentleman intimated a doubt of Its proprIe­
ty, and read the answ:er of our 'S~ate Legisl~ture iT) t,~~ year 1793, disclaiming 
any right, " as a Leg'lslature, to lllterfere wIth the a'flalrs o.fthe Gene~~l Gov­
ernment." Aftel' hearing the reasons assigned for convemng the LegIslature, 
the following reply in substance was attempted to be made. Before the 
sfJeaker had uttered two sentence~, coughing', and othel' unusual noises, ren­
dered it impossible to be heard, If not dangel'ous to proceed. The questIOn 
was then called tDr, aml the resolution passed with the same majority as upon 
former questions. , 

When the resolutions had been separately passed, lmd the question taken 
on th~ whole collectively, (though the majority it is believed had not dimin­
ished) a motion was made by" a person friendly to the resolutions" to divide 
the honse. It was asked, Who question.s the yale 1 The motion was persist­
ed in, and" the house.divided ;"-40 remove all doubt or the vote, it is pre­
sumed, and not from any other '1Jloti'Ve. 

"'fhcn this division had taken place, a scene of tumult succeeded, rather 
uncommon in a meeting-house. After the Chairman (who behaved with the 
most pedeot candor through the whole proceedings) had restored some small 
degTec of order in the meeting, the following resolutions were introduced, 
taken li'om the Farewell Address. of Gen. W ASHINGTON-'Viz. . 

Reso/'lJeci, as the sense of this meeting, "That it is of infinite moment, we 
should properly estimate th~ immense value of OU\' national union, to our indi­
vidual and national happiness; that we should cheri:;]} a cordi~l, habitual and 
immovealile attachment to it; accustoming ourselves to think and speak of it 
as of the palladium of OUi' political safety and prosperity; watching for its 
presc~'vatio:l with Jealous :uEiet:;, and indig'nllntly frowning upon the first 
(Ia wlUng of el'ery attempt to aEeuate allY portion of our country from the rest 
or to enfeeble the sacl'ed ties which r.ow link togel Lel' the varions parts." • 

Reso!<'ed, " That all obstructions to the execution of tile laws all combina­
tions and associations, under wh"tever plaus:ble character, with the real de­
,ilP' to direc~, control, co~p;teract or awe the reguhl' deliberations and action 
of the oonstItuted authontlcs, are destructive of this i'LHldamental principle 
and of fatal tendency," J 

These r~solutions pro~uccd some sensibility, if nothing more, Some mo­
ved to,. adjourn the meetlllg; others seconded the motion, Some were wil­
t~ng to vote an approbation of the whole of \Vashington's farewell address; 
till finally there occ~rred the lu?ky thonght of moving the previous question; 
~nc~ thus the resolutIOns wer~ disposed of; by the same" overwhelming ma­
ymty;" and a house o~ public worship left with senliments ill suited to the 
~erV!ces of the succeedIng day, ' 
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-+-
MR. CHAIRMAN, 

W AS it proposed to convene the Legislature to deliberate 
on· our national wrongs, and express a firm resolutioTil 

to defend our country from the hostility of foreign nations, 
no one could more cordially approve the object than myself •. 
In such design I should cheerfully unite: and, t.hough the 
management of~our national concerns is' entrusted to the gen~ 
eral government, it might not be deemed unwise at·this peril­
<lUS crisis of affairs, to strengthen the administration by ex­
pressing a firm and unalterable determination to protect Ollr 
common c'ountry; and maintain its insulted and violated 
rights. Upon a subject of this nature, all distinctions of 
party might be discardeu.; and the resolution to stand or fall 
in support of the sacred rights of national honor and inde­
pendence could not be less acceptable, though offered by men 
not agreeing in every article of their political cre.ed. A pat­
riotic determination to resist encroachmenw onour maritime 
rights, is j uztly due to our government: it would strengthen 
the public confidence; reflect honor on ourselves: justly el. 
evate the character of our state; and have a tendency to dis. 
~rm Britain of her hostility. 

But, unhappily Sir, no such object for convening the Legis­
bture j" suggested. While foreign nations are aiming their 
destructive weapons at the vitals of our country, instead of 
rallying around the Constitution and constituted authorities, 
rarty animosity has usurped the place of nati:mal fceling; 
the citizens are inflamed from one degree of ammosity to an~ 
,other; and too many seem determined to push every meas­
ure which can distress their opponents, though l it may at the 
.same time pierce the vitals of theil" own country. 

In reply to some observations defending a provision of the 
Law in question, which authorizes the Collector to callon the 
Militia for the purpose of "preventing the illegal departure 
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of vessels, suppressing riotous assemblages of people ~.o op­
pose the law," &c. a certain gentleman has observed, that 
whatever might be said in defence of other parts of the law, 
he really hoped and did believe that no one could .be foun~ 
who would have the hardihood to defend the constItutIOnalI­
ty ofthi\! section." As I was the only person wh.o had de­
livered sentiments in fllvor of the section in questIon, I sup­
pose the gentleman alluded personally to me ; .and in~ende.d 
to insinuate, that 1 had passed the sacred barner, whIch hIs 
judgment had prescribed for my remarks. 

I observed on this section, that the President, being not 
only entrusted with the execution of the laws, but enjoined to 
see them faithfully executed, and Congress having by the 
Constltution, " the power to provide for calling fort~ the mi­
litia to execute the laws;" some method of applying for mil­
itary assistance must of necessity be adopted. The power of 
applying force to execute the laws, if necessary, is vested in 
Congress: and without a power to define the mode in which 
the military should be brought in aid of execlltive officers, 
this power is but a dead letter. And the method actually 
adopted in the law in question for calling the militia to the 
assistance of a Collector, is "necessary and proper" to carry 
the power into effect. - . 

The Constitution of the United States, not having specified 
any mode of obtaining military assistance, nor prescribed any 
application to the civil authority as the only rule of conduct, 
it necessarily results thnt Congress, in their discretion, must 
6elect the method of cbtaining military assistance in aid of a 
legitimate object: especially when no mode of obtaining mil­
itary aS3istance in any case, is either pointed out or prohibit­
ed by the Constitution. 

It being'indisptnsable in many cases to obtain the assist­
ance of the military before any resort can be had to the civ­
il authority, the Constitution of the United States has given 
Congress the power of calling forth the rnilita to carry the 
laws into effect; but has wisely omitted to embarrass the ex­
ercise of this power with any express limitations. It pre­
.scribes no mode in which the power shall be carried into tf­
feet, or applied to its proper and legitimate Object. It reo 
Bults of course that Congress may, in their discretion, select 
the mode of e~~ecuting the power in question: or in the lan­
guage of the Constitution, use the means "necessary and 
proper for carrying the power intu efrect." . 
. Y t::t this plain and undoubted expm;ition of the LAW and 
CONSTI'rUTION is represented as a "hardihood" hitherto un­
known. The gentleman sighs at the prospect of MILITARY 
j;.l}i:SPOTlSlIfj ~5t1\r.ts at .phantoms .of imaginary danger. and in. 
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solemn accent.~ calls upon his" fellow citizens" to resist the 
v "b·· ,I' ·l" h .ery e(5mnmg. oJ elll -t o~!gh he has, more th2ln 40 years, 
lIved UDder a law pregnant. wItl.l more alarming authority.* 
~ or hath an enemy done thiS thmg: else could. I have borne 
It: "Et til Brute ?" The administration was wounded " in 
the House of its Friend." 

:: ~iberty! Freedo~! Tyr~nny is dead! 
I.un hence, p,·ocIaUTI, cry lt about the streets· 

" S?me to the common Pulpits, and cry eut, , 
" Llberty, freedom and enfranchisement." 

Permit me, once for all, to ask those who have so inrhul-' 
triously opposed the late act of Congress, to look into their 
own hearts and enquire, whether their oppo5ition to the law 
proceeds from a fear of real danger, or other causes. Let it be 
remembered that the application of physical force, if necessa­
ry, to carry the laws into execution, must be the ultimate re': 
sort of all human governments. 

Another gentleman, if rightly understood, described" the 
vessel 'of state as foundered upon ~hoah, unabl~ to proceed; 
and ascribed this condition of the vessel to the indiscretion 
and misman:lgement of the ;)ilot." 

Was this true, ,;'e course now pursued would be perilous 
indeed. vVith 2. n:ssel in the condition described, the g'on­
tleman to whom we are lndebteu for this figure would never 
advise systematic opposition to the captain, or dt:scrtion from 
the ship. No: The captain would form his judgment from. 
the best sources: he would critically examine the shoals on 
which he was driven; the dangers which sur;·ouncled him; 
the course of the ,vincI and tide; and the strength of hi~ 
cr~w. If great and unprecedented difIicultie'5 occurred, he 
would call a council of his officers-?gree upon the best 
means of e3cape, and pursue them 'I/;"ith a firmntss [lnd zeal 
equal to the dang!?r. If in the conncil called to his a';sist­
ance there should exist a difference of opinion, he would 
probably listen to the majority ~ espe.ciall.'1 if. the majority 
was large. Least of ~:~l ,,;ould ne acivls'; a mu:my among the 

. crew, or suffer any to take the long LCJ;-;.t; lea\'ing both ves:,cl 
and cargo to inevitable destruction.. . . 

The course proposed would be h1ghly alarmlllg even 1f tbe 
" simile" of the gentleman was applicable, and the dangers 
of the vessel had arisen from the unskilful navigation of the 
pilot. But I cannot for a moment admi~ that the p:iv~tions 
and distress of our citizens are to be ascnbecl to the IndISCre­
tion or wickedness of our own government. 

In sympathetic sensibility for the poorer classes of our 
citizens~ suffer us a1soto unite, and we pledge oursdves so feu: 

• Statutes, 384-5,.,,5\11 anu 9\h Sec, 



as our ability may exttmcl, not to be behind any portion of 
our citizens in charitable exertion. 

Fellow Citizens, your own government is not to blame for 
your privations. Hear me with candor. and de.cide wit~~ut 
prejudice. Reflect; think over t~e 5ubJ~ct again an~ ~gam • 
• , Pause, for heaven's sake pause. .BaUlsh party SplrIt, t~e 
curse of Republics: If you have·feelmgs not AmerIcan, dlS­
card them from your breasts; suffer them not to enter the 
sacred habitation. Reflect and determine for yourselves, 
not with feelings inaamed by revolutionary addresses-but 
from the cool and dispassionate reflections of your own 
minds. 

Fellow Citizens-The Embargo is not the principal and 
effici.ent caU5e of your distress-apply to any merchant of 
candor and honor, and the fact will be acknowledged. When 
the mind is inflamed, intlividuals may be found who have the 
assurance to declare it: but when they retire to their pillows 
and sleep away the passions of the day, they will awake to 
reason and candidly ascribe our sufferings to their real caus­
.es. Causes fully adequate 1;0 the ruinous effects. Yet one 
gentleman, who has done much to excite an overflowing pas­
sion against the late er'flbargo act in this meeting, takes it for 
granted that all the embargo laws before the present session 
of Congress were unnecessary, ruinous and oppressive. On 
this point he does not even condescend to argue; but takes it 
for granted as an e~tablished truth. 

It requires no extensive research into the history of Re­
publics to discover, that the great body of the people in any 
community, however enlightened, jare too prone to attribute 
the evils and privations they experience, to their immediate 
and proximate causes: and had the government of the U. 
States consulted that prudence which seeks popularity by 
adopting any measures, whether hostile or friendly to the 
public interests, it wouIrl not improbably have repealed the 
Embargo before this; and suffered the vessels of N ew-Eng­
land to encounter the hostility of both Britain and France: 
Nations which, under pretence of mutual retaliation, have 
(with" Orders in Council and Decrees," instead of the hon­
orable weapons of common ho&tility,) waged implacable war 
against the rights of neutral commerce. The government of 
the United States, instead of seeking to please the people for 
~he moment, at t~e expense of their future and permanent 
mterests, determmed to make an experiment; even at the 
hazard of that popularity which had abundantly rewarded 
their past services. 

While. the gene~al gove.rnment IS vindicated from the charge 
of creatmg Qur dIstress, It cannot be denied that a removal 9f 
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t~e Embargo, even in the present st:1te of our forei"'n rela-
t10ns would gOl I 0 0 dO b 0' - ve )~slness an ImIDe late, though temporary 
sprmg. The laborIng man would find for a time better em­
ployment-the farmer would have a vent for some part of 
the surplus productions of his farm: and the merchant rath­
er than view his ships pel. ishing at the wharves, would 'suffer 
some of them to encounter the hostility of belligerent de­
crees. 

But this state of things would be of short duration. The 
Decrees of France and Orders of the British Council must 
in a very ~hort time, destroy our commerce. The wings of 
the AmerIcan Eagle would soon be clipped, and the" last ex­
piring groans" of American trade resound from one extrem­
ity of the union to the other. 

England, with her ships spread over every sea, ,river or 
bay in the commercial world, with her Orders in Council 
written in letters of blood on every sail of her polluted can-
vas, waves her triumphant flag; boldly attacks the freedom 

of the seas; and threatens on one side inevitable destruction 
to" legitimate trade." On the other hand the Emperor of 
France, waving not only the sceptre of the Bourbon dynasty, 
but controlling the energies of the European Continent, has 
waged an unrelenting war against our commerce to the Brit­
ish Isles or their dependencies. 

Nay, he has declared in a voice of thunder, a voice, 
which, like the laws of the Medes and Persians, changes 
not, that every vessel of the United States, which has been 
visited by a British ship, touched at a British port, or has 
on board a yard of English manufacture, has become dena­
tionalizedand subject to capture.--vVill gentlemen say, 
that the decrees of Bor.aparte are to ae despised as an emp­
ty menace, incapable, from the circumscribed naval power 
of France, to injure our commerce? This has been fre­
quently said: Yet, let it be remembered that France, when­
ever she has attempted it, has inflicted very serious injury 
on the commerce of the United States. Nor is there much 
reason to hope, that when the subjects of the French Empe­
ror fincl. the same inducement to plunder as formerly, in the 
unprotected trade of our country, that the same exertions on 
their part will not be attended with the same successo Let 
us also remember, that not improbably before this, Bona­
parte laas planted .. his victorious standard in the capital of 
Spain, and placed his brother on the throne of one of the fin­
est conntries in EurQpe; a country possessing a considera. 
-bJe.marinepower which will also serve to enrich the con-, . 
quest of this Monarch, and consequently the means at our 
.Illlnoyance, l\nlessthe august Ally of the Spaniards should 



condescend to take the Spanish navy into her guardian cus­
tody. 

Can a trade be carried oiNn oppositIOn to tnese aecrees,' 
which would not tel'min<lte in the bankruptcy of the adven~ 
turers? Apply to cur Insurance Offices, and they will in­
form you that insurance from America to France, or any 
ports in the J.\IIecliterranean, could not be obtajned~nder 
thirty, and probably not under forty per cent. The Insur­
ance from America to the British Islands, against French 
capture, would probably begin at about ten, and in,crease to 
15 a 20 per cent. with the increasing exertions ot Fn:nch 
picaroons. Can commerce be successfully carried on under 
discouragement& like these? Every person of common hon­
e~ty and candor, and with a tolerable share of commercial 
knowledge, must declare that legitimate trade can be at­
tempted with little hopes of success; and that the opposition 
to the Embargo from the northern leaders, proceeds from 
other causes than the ruin of trade. The specie of the 
country will never be employed in commerce, while sUbject 
to such vexatious oppression. 

Ji3ut, fdlow-citizep.s, there iii one description of commerce 
which may be attempted: and in this channel, and this on­
ly, can any be successfully carried on to the continent of Eu­
rope. Our vessels may clear for England, pay the insurance 
against French capture, proceed to an English port, pay the 
enormous tribute, under the name of "transit duty," to­
gether with Custom~House expences, pilotage, &c.-;* again 
clear out, obtain false and forged papers, as from America, 
proceed to France, and, by the aid of corrnpt and wilful 
pe/jury, stand a chance of escaping condemnation. But this 

~ The foll?,:ving pst. shows the amount. of transit duties, established by an 
act of ~he ~l'ltlsh 1 arl~ament. Upon paylllg these duties as specified in the 
followlOg list, the articles may be reshipped, and carried to the contiQcnt. 
and false papers furnished, to facilitate escape from condemnation. 

DOL. CENTS. 

Indigo, 0 45 per lb. 
Tal' and Pitch, 0 95 per bbl. 
Turpentine, 0 78 pcr cwt. 
Rice, 0 45 per cwt. 
Tobacco, 3 00 pel' cwt. 
Cotton, 0 16 pel' lb. 
Corn, 0 15 per bushel. 
Wheat, 0 28 pel' do. 
Flour, 2 00 pel' bbl. 
Fish, 0 90 p"'r cwt. 
Pork, 6 66 per bbl. 

. Beef, 3 3:3 pel' bbl. 
Timber, st~vcs and lumber, are not allowed to be re-shipped. The duty 

en a uS'.la~ slu,P cargo of cotton amounts to 50,000 dollars: Yet, the United 
-States,. It IS said, "have little or no re~.l .cause of complaint against England" 
--:notillng but /, pretences" !_H Millions for defence, but not a cent for 
tribute." 



m-~st be a chance afte~ all; ~or, if the fact is discovered, by 
tnkpl,aced cOI:fidence In a sailor, or any other cause, the ves .. 
sel will b~ s~lz~d and .condemned in the French port. 

But this. IS Impossible: American honor will spurn the 
m_~rcenary Inducement, held out to reward a wounded con .. 
sczence, the dish~nor of their GOD, and perfidy to their 
COUNTR!. A~erlcans have :iworn to live FREE or DIE-The 
OATH IS recorded in the registry of Heaven,. and the 
"fUretch who refuses to ratify it on the altar of our country,. 
IS wonhy of the CHAINS forged by our enemies.--Yes -I 
again repeat it, the Embargo is not the efficient and princi~al 
cause of our distress. The decrees of France, and orders 
of Britain, have placed the commerce of the United States 
in the most imminent danger-A commerce extended over 
every sea, and incapable of adequate pr:otection . 
. Yet, the gentleman who last addressed .the meeting, con .. 

sidered the Embargo as a measure so rUInOUS, oppressive 
and unnecessary, that it was useless to argue upon the sub: 
.i ect. 

If the Embargo is removed in the existing state of things; 
without efficient measures of defence and reprisal, it is true 
business will apparently revive. Our streets may be again 
crouded, and renew the buzz ofhusiness-A small portion of 
the specie, treasured by our citizens, would be again' called 
into circulation, and the price of labor a little increased. 
This, however, instead of affording a happy presage of re­
turning health, w(mld be nothing more than the hectic glo7V~ 
which precedes a lingering but certain death. Our vessel1:t 
would be captured and condemned. New efforts to retrieve 
past losses would be made, and with no better success; till 
finally, loss upon losp, capture after capture, and condem­
nation after condemnation, would terminate in the irretriev_ 
able and hopeless bankruptcy of our merchants. The farm­
er who had trusted his produce to the merchant, must lose 
hi~ dues; and, instead of receiving a diminished price for 
the product of his fa:m, ,would lose the rewa:d pro.mised t() 
faithful and persevenng ll1dustry. Ye,:;' I will agall1 repeat 
it our misfortunes are not to be aSCribed to the Embargo. 
B~t from suffering our vessels to encounter the. hostile de~ 
crees of the belligerents, a new ~nd ,mor~ comphcat~d scene 
of calamities would ensue, termmatIng JU WAR, With both 
England and France~or, in an alliance with ONE of those 
powers, not less to be deplored in its remote effects upon the 
prosrerity of the nation. .. . 

Time 'will not p~rmit an exammatlOn of the Embargo el. 
ther as a measure of precaution, to save our propert!, from 
destr.uction, or as a mean of annoyance to our enemies. 

B 
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Omniscience is not an attribute of man, nor can absoIi.ne 
certainty be attained in any ['jpe~ulations on politir'11 cQ'I{ses 
and ejj"ects: because the operatton of the cause may be de­
feated, or retarded, by events which human foresight cannot 
discover. Politicians who are Americans at heart, and_ who 
are not less enlightened and virtuous than the most arrogant 
pretender of our East~rn Leaders, hav.e .declar~d, on the best 
consideratibn, and wlthc;>Ut any ambitIOUS VIews, that the 
Embargo was the most prudent measure in our power to 
adopt; and that the failure of its effect is chieflf t? be ascr~b­
ed to the numerous violations of the law, which have dis­
gracell our country-violations, in'lJited by the unprincipled 
proclamation of the British Monarch, allowing American 
vessels to enter his ports without papers;* though treated 
as pirates by the ancient and acknowledged usages of civil. 
ized nations. 

Though we have passed sensence on this law in Itown meet­
ing legally assembled, yet gentlemen will suffer me to remind 
them, that they formerly rejected, as inadmissible, com'en­
tions of the people(whether in town meeting or othel"wise) for 
the purpose of deciding on the constitutionality of laws. It 
~vas formerly said that" Judges" should be men of experi­
ence and learning, derived from the "'lJiginti annorum lucu,. 
brationes;" that the seat of judgment should be placed on a 
rock, far above the" rage of fighting elements;" filled with 
calm and temperate wisdom, and inaccessible by" the fury 
of human passions." These sentiments suit not the spirit of 
the people, and ill accord with the conduct or designs of the 
eastern leaders. 

Whether the law under consideration is oppressive or not, 
is a question distinct from its unconstitutionality; though un.,. 
happily confounded in the present resolutioni. This ques­
tion must depend upon our judgment of the relative impor­
~ance of the object to be accomplished, when compared with 
the means used to accomplish it. A law, operating incon­
venience or oppression, may from mistaken views, but with 
the most upright intentions, recei\·e the sanction of the Le­
gislature. But when we reflect on the numerous violations 
of the embargo, encouraged hy some {)f our own citizens and 
invited by the interference of En?land, the late ac~ enfo;cing 
the emb~rgo stan.ds ~harg"eable With no unnecessary severity. 
. As to Its constltutlOnahty, after the most diligent attention 
In my power to bestow on the subject, the provision's of the 
lllw appear wisely framed, with a sacred regard to the consti-

~ Our citizens' a\e re9,uested to examine this proclamation, and reflect 
upon the dangerous 1Il~e11erence of Engl:md in our LOCAL CONCERNS. 
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stitution, 'and in perfect accordance with the obvious sense 
and spirit of that instrument. The President is not in the 
language of the resolutions, authorized to give a C~llector 
" secret instructions," having the effect of" statute laws n 

and binding on such Collector. The instructions of the Pr~­
de~t, so far fr~~ constituting a new law, binding on the Col­
lec.ors, are enJomeu to be made" in pursuance of the law." 
Cao that" i?struction," which (to be legal) must necessarily 
be made "1U pursuance of the law," vest new powers in a 
Coilector, or have, from its inherent nature the force of law f 
No, Sir. The instructions of the Preside~t cannot augment 
the powers of a Collector: But, by having the instructions of 
the Presid.ent "general," a uniformity of practice is produ­
ced; and Instead of the petty Collector of some small dis­
trict, you have the high responsibility of the Executive Ma­
gistrate as a pledge for the impartial exercise of discretiona­
ry power. But if the power of giving instructions,agreeable 
to the present law, were ofa less doubtful character, gentle­
men would do well to consult a precedent in 1794, under the 
administration of a man revered by the people; in which 
Congress not only authorized President Washington" to lay 
an embargo,'~ but to give such instructions to Collectors, as 
would enable them to carry it into effect. An exercise of 
power in its nature unconstitutional, is not the less so, though 
the effect of such power may continue only six months in the 
year. The character of tyranny and oppression is the sam~ 
whether that tyranny continue for a moment or a century. 

When I reflect, that the power of a Collector to seize pro­
perty on board of any vessel, "on suspicion," has been con~ 
tained in the revenue laws of our country for many years, and 
that no one has complained of this power; that no new power 
in point of principle is given to Collectors in the pres­
ent law, but the same power, extended to carts, waggolls, 
sleighs, &:c. on their way to a foreign country; when I find 
find all re".ulation of the coasting trade between different 
parts of th~ same ~tate utterly denied. t~ the. present Con­
gress, though exercIsed under the admIDlstratIons ·of Wash­
ington and Adams; when I consider that the power of reg~ 
lating coasting between diffen:nt parts of the same State IS 

not .excluded by the words of the Constitution, and is neces­
sarily incident to the exercise of.delegate~ po~ers ; and when 
it iii further considered, that a ,tnbunal of jUstIce has the pow­
er under this law to reinstate the owner in the possession of 
property seized ~ithout sufficient cause, I cannot but think 
our alarms have been unfounded; and really hope gentle~ 
men will recover that composure of thought, so necessary tl) 
detect the fallacy of such precipitate conclusions. 
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Dut Sir, why, let m~ ask, should we request his Excellency' 
to convene the General A~se.nblv? Why put the State to the 
expenee, and the members to ,:~c personal inconvenience, of 
attending an extraordinary session of that body? Why not 
postpone the meeting of the Legislature t; Il the5r semi-aun,ual 
session in May next? especially as the sentIments of the 
present Legislature have been recently expresstc!on the sub­
ject which now claims such i~~::"irll1s attentj~n? If the .Le­
gislature ought to be convened, as has been said, for senous 
deliberation, at this momentous crisis of our affairs, why not 
suffer them to convene free from the passions t xci ted by our 
interference? Why do not gentlemen, so much accustomed 
to think for themselves as the advocates of these resolutions, 
tell us what system of measures is to be pursued by the Gen­
~ral Assembly, instead of requiring us to vote without rea­
sons, and act from motives not openly avowed? Proper rea-
50ns, publicly explained, would not fail to unite all hearts in 
the measure. 

In the dearth of reasons urged for this measure, permit me 
to pay some attention to the only one openly avowed. It has 
lJeen urged by 5everal gentlemen, that con\'t:ning the Legis­
lature may prevent those" irregular oppositions to the exe­
cution of the law,'"'which have appeared in some parts of 
New-England, and especially in the State of Rhode-Island. 
Yet the gentleman last up has openly disclaimed his belief, 
that any" irregular opposition" would be made in a State, so 
distinguished for the peaceable habits of her citizens, and 
()bedience to public and private Oluer. To such inconsiten­
cies are gentlemen driven, from a design to conceal the real 
motives of the measure, and induce us to follow blindfold, 
such rash and dangerous counsels. 

Must we be compelled to di:3tnlo,t the reality of this mo­
tive? God forbid! "For Brutus is an honorable man; so 
are they all, all honorable men:" Yet we must be permitted 
to enquire, if the real intention of gentlemen who advocate 
this measure, i.s to prevent" irregular oPFosition to the law," 
why ha~e.we wltnes~ed the printing ar.d circulation in this city, 
of a 8edztzous handbzll, announcing the death of the Constitu­
tion, and calling upon the people not to submit to the act of 
~ongress;. contain.ing garbl~d extracts from the law in ques­
twn; leavlDg out Its most Important provisions against the 
abu~e of power; .misrepresenting other parts of the law; and 
addmg.50me entzrely new-yet asserting, falsely asserting, 
that thIs was a true abstract of the law as it passed both Hou­
ses of Congress, and received the assent of the President. 
,Compare the laY, in (;uestion with this libellous. and seditiou~ 
,.l\b5tract, and :uothinlr can be mor~ unlike. . 
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jjut on tillS 'subject there is one consolation: thi5 auda­
dous libel, which, in England, would have received the most 
exemplary punishment, was ?ot "~rittcn in our own city~ but 
taken hot from the BOSTON mll1t of forgery and lies. ~ 
If .the real cause .o~ cOI1\"cning the Legislature is to pre­

vent Irregular opposItion to the law, why are the papers of 
New-England arrayed in mourning for the DEATH of the 
CONSTITUTION, representing the FUNER.'l.L PROCESSION; and 
who woulu believe it? fiJ,.. Pickering, as PALL BEARER, and 
lI!Iassac1lusetts one of the :1IIOURNERS !! From the same poetic 
hcence, to say no more, the EASTERN LEADERS might be 
~epresent.ed with the Constitution on t.heir shoulders, carry­
mg that Il1strument of the people's nghts on their way to 
CANADA, for the purpose of transporting them to thl! C AEI­

NET of ST. J AlliES, and there offering them, as a tribute, at 
the footstool of the BRITISH MONARCH! 

\Vhat say you fellow citizens? Might not a Col!ector be 
authorized to" seize upon suspicion ?" 

If Sir, the above is the real object, why have we heard 
read the Declaration of Independence, representing the 
wrongs of our Country, inflicted by the British Parlliament ? 
Legislation and taxation are inseparable. But what code au­
thorizes rebellion against laws made by our own consent? If 
the above is the real object, why call on the legislature to 
protect us against the general Government, when our own 
legislature have declared, that they are not permitted to in­
terfere with national affairs? IVI ust we be compelled to 5;1Y, 
in the language of the gentleman who has just sit down, "ac­
tions speak louder than words ?" 

But there is one mode and only one, in which gentlemen's 
conduct can· be reconciled with their professions, and" ir­
regular opposition to the laws" prevented by the interference 
of our legislature. It is by converting "irregular" into 
regular" opposition" to the laws. fiJay Heaven avert tfl~ 
evils of such an attempt! 

Would to God I could here stop. But duty, a duty which 
does, or ought to bind every man to his country, impels me 
to a different conduct. On the subject to which I allude, 
every American should disdain a middle course. Even to 
be silent is a misprison of moral treason. He shou.ld. even 
court the front ranks of danger, when that danger IS mcur­
red in support of the constitution and laws of his cO~lntrr' 
Nay he should disdain to provide a retreat, but perIsh m 
the l~st ditch, in support of the" union" of t~e States. The 
real American of whatever party, can say wlth Lord Mans­
field, " The last end that can happen to any man, nev.er come~ 
U too soon, if he falls in support of the law and l1bcny o. 
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"!'is country. I would nOt do that wbichmy conscience 
" Lds l~e is wrong on this occasion to gain the huzzas of 
<' thousands, or the daily praise of aU the pal1lers which come 
" frc'.i', ,he press. I would not avoid doing what I think is 
• right;. t\ ,: [QJl it should draw on me .th~, whole artillery of 
" !i~),-1~, .011 \:\,.tt falsehood and malice can lOvent, or the ere­
(," lllllity {)l a J lurIed populace can swallow;" 

::,~,:dl f be accused of sounding the tocsin of alarm for par­
ty "I;Llrp"oc5? God forhid ~ Would to heaven ~Y. fears were 
upf"unded, and that no real cause of alarm eXisted for the 
s"Ltvof the union <l'1d the future prosperity of Connecticut. 
~.~.::li~':e n0t, fellow ci: i z!311S, I would derive any serious ar~ 
gu;nent to evince hostiiity to the union, from the apparently 
indigmll1t r'jt'ction of the two resolutions proposed to you 
al the :lose uf the !ate meeting; resolutions taken from the 
fare w··ll .11..J cess of \Vashington; resolutions,; containing no 
p~rtv fe,,:ings or 5entim~nt5, and merely expressing an un· 
alterable attachment Ito the union of the states, and an abo 
horrt:n.::(~ of ali attempts to divide them. The human pas. 
SiCilS may, in certain cases, be entitled to respect; and the 
citizens who rdused to approve the continued union of the 
states, might at,another time treat the subject with more 
favorable regard. To those persons who insulted the house 
of God with conduct unprecedented in Connecticut, the 
same generous allowance ought not to be extended. 

No: to facts widely different from a sudden ebullition of 
popular feelings must we resort to -learn the existence of a 
sentiment, extensivdy embraced in Connecticut and Massa­
chusetts; a sentiment which has received no inconsiderable 
strength from the factitious clamors of leaders against the 
late mea,ures of our government. Shortly after the first 
election of Mr. Jefferson, an opinion favorable to disunion 
was sometimes maintained, but the great and increasing. 
popularity of his measures in the New-England states, de­
prived its advocates of all hope of immediate success. Tl1e 
present crisis of difficulty and danger has been' selected to 
gain proselytes to the unhallowed project. 

Shall we seek evidence of a tendency to the d,ismember­
ment of onr country? I would refer you to the revolution­
ary meetings in Massachusetts; the proceedings of this 
day, and the resolutions r~ported to this meeting. The 
framer of these resolutions feels himself constrained to de­
clare with revolutionary fervor, in the language of the first 
congress to the inhabitants of Canada-

" That when the plighted faith of government ceases to 
" give protection to dutiful 'Subjects, and when the insidjou~ 
" stratagems of peace becQme more terrible ~hau the san. 
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" guinary operations of war,it is high time for them to 
" ~ss~rt th?se rights given by the Almighty, and with hUllf.st 
" IndIgnatlOn oppose the torrent of oppression rllsLi'1g in 
" upon them ;" and thus inflamed with p'artv ztal, is Dr~ i';;r~ 
ed to act his part cn the theatre of new t~mu1ts, a~d fO d~ 
the cradle* of a second revolution. Thus he neclR the 
standard of opposition, a~serts that "avenues h.1'.'e been 
cnt through the most solemn compacts/' and ill\ I~.~'S the Pt(). 
pIe to assert the. rights gi.ven by the Almighiy ~ '! M'<'7 
w~o voted f?r t.hls resolutIon would tremble at a cOnJ?li<lDce 
WIth the lllvltatlOo held out b\T it. 

But still more alarming SYl~rC .• ms of revolt aTe to be fUl1nel 
in the conversation and sentiElcnts of many' citi.cens. fr 
h,',9 become not an uncommon topic of convel:~~ll;r)n rrr".,.­
chants, retired from business w)th ~plendid t-ntl:']('., (OJl~I~. 
ed from the freedom of neutral trade, have rec,:il'ed U,E" 

unhallowed sentiment into their minds, and suffered it to hc, 
come a subject of consideration and calculaticm; have ,.·.·~Iz~h. 
ed in their minds the inducements to revolt, ane! baL-meed 
the interests of private AMBITION against PEACE, li'lI(;. ,mel. 
INDEPENDENCE.' Nay, with such zeal has thi3 s·:>ti'",lent 
been espoused, that every measure of the oppositio:J seem~ 
to have been directed to this ultimate object. ,,\ linost '~1.'tyy 
leading measure of the administration has beerJ perverted 
by party zeal to the accomplishment of this pUfpfl:,', The 
purchase of Louisiana, (thOUgll at first approved V m'F,y 
federalists) was soon denouL,::l ~s 3;>\veak an.u. wicked ",'cae 
sure: for it opened the free n::,";gation of the .J1issisi;)~·i, 
secured an ontlet for the western cO't.:.ntry, and strengthened 
the Holy Bond of Union bet\"'~'en the A tlalltic and " .. "stem 
states. The conspiracy of E'.Hr, having in view a separation 
of the western States, was far from being disr:ourage:l by 
many of the opposition, ror this would have enfeebled. the 
ties between the Atlantic states, and prepared the way j or a 
similar di5membermcLlt. And last of all, the EmharG"o has 
been seized wL:. ;ntemperate passion, and under pn:ttnce of 
zeal for the people's rights, been made the stalking horse 

" " Second rocking of the cradle of liberty," a figure tak~n fmm the Con­
necticut Herald, January 31, 1809. As the" infant liberty" wi~l re'luil'e .r,ot 
only rocking, but nutriment congenial to its nb.ture, the followlI1l5' ad';eruoe­
ment is recommended. 

"WET NURSES. 
c. Wanted immediately WE T Nuns ES to rock the cradle of liberty for an?th. 

er revolution in Connecticut. BRITISH rvrILK would .')(; P' de,] ed.' '"," no 
other recommenaation necessary, American N urscs w,lI n'J( be uL'JE:l"tcu to, 
provided the requisite number of BRIT.ISH. cannot be obtaiued. ' ..... 0 ...... " 

"It is supposed New.Haven m:ly furnish three at least. \-~ ",.e.~ ,.lll Le 
given in pl'oportion to th~ ability ~n<l exertion of lhe. l1ur~es,' ," 1t 1,; ddt;l'­
mined to spare 1ro expe~$e ill nurturlllg the mfant, now m a slchy side. 
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of party views. Hear the Ll":guage used on this subject, and 
let the recital astonish the American People! ! ! 

"The embargo is producing great distress: it affects­
more especially th,e poorer classes, many suits for debt will 
be brought during the present winter. This will produce 
disaffection to the administration and unite the people of the 
eastern states, and when they are once united, revolt and 
dismemberment may b~ attempted without danger." 

The American press, deriving much of its alime.nt fro~ 
foreign merchants, is confessedly subject to the most InaUSpi­
cious influence, and threatens evils to our country which re­
quire the whole wisdom of the nation and virtue of the peo­
ple to palliate or avert; and it has been conjectured by many 
that an understanding subsists between certain of the Mas!Sa­
chusetts leaders and the British cabinet, having in view the 
dismtmberment of our country, and a union with Canada, 
under the protection of the English government. But 
whether any understanding, formal or informal, has or does 
subsist of the nature alluded to, still a coincidence of con­
duct between the eastern leaders, and the hostile acts'and pre­
tension5 of the British cabinet, is not the less certain, nor 
its consequences less to be deplored. 

Nor have the friends to United America less reason to be 
alarmed at the sentiments of two gentlemen, both high in 
the public confidence, who have advocated this resolution. 

It was suggested by them that the" rights of Connecticut 
as an independent State, had, or might have been violat­
ed by the general government." Neither of the gentlemen 
attempted to show what right had been assailed, in what 
manner it had been done, what right such violation would 
confer upon this State, or who should decide the moment­
ous question. It was too clear to see that the idea of disun­
ion had been suffered to enter the mind, and to discover the 
probable ground on which a Declaration oj Rebellion might 
finally be made. Nay, the mind was involuntarily carried 
forward to a period, when one of the Northern leaders, in a 
Convention of the people, should raise his voice and with 
fervor proclaim not only the right, but indispensable Duty 
of Revolt! Before this fatal period arrives, let IlS learn the 
almost forgotten cree us of Marat, Condorcet, and Robes­
pierre, and preach lectures on the piety.of civil war; and 
let our political orations be entitled, "The Holy kia-ht of 
Insurrection against Rulers chosen by the People. '. <) 

The sentiments of Washington, exhorting the people to 
.uNION, and to "discountenance even a suspicion that it can 
111 any event be abandoned; accustoming ourselves to think 
and speak of it with reverence;" and calling upon us to 
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~, frown indigna~tly upon the first dawn of every attempt to 
alienate any p-ortlOn of our country from the __ rest;" evince 

-an extent of wisdom and patriotism, possessed by few of the 
North,ern Leaders. "Resist the very beginning of evil," is 
a maXIm equally important in religion and politics. 

Bold politicians may think upon the scenes of blood con-
. f ' s.eq~ent upon a separatIOn 0 the States, without regret; be-

14evm g that they may personally be safe, "ride in the whirl. 
wind and direct the storm;" but others will approaGh them 
with awful anxiety, and inexpressible alarm. 

The respectiv~ governments of the United, and individual 
States, are each independent, in their various spheres. But 
no State is permitted to interfere with the powers confided 
to the general government. \Vhile the States move in their 
respective spheres, their powers are harmonious-and the 
irregular motion of planets, passing their respective orbits, 
and encountering each other with dreadful concllssion, 
would afford no more certain presage of destruction to' the 
planetary codiea, than the like irregularity in the Federal 
system to the various powers which compose it. The sa­
cred limits of authority being passed by one transgression, 
the precedent would invite others, till the whole system tum~ 
bled into ruins. 

The Government of the United States contains, within it­
self, a salutary and peaceable remedy against the abuse of 
power. An independent Judiciary; under the constitution 
of the United States, may declare laws unconstitutional and 
_void. But the chief resort, contrived by human wisdom to 
guard the people against their rulers, consists in freely and 
peaceably recurring to the Elective franchise. To the Judi. 
ciary let those resort, who feel the operation of the law in 
question, and think it unconstitutional: but let not the citi. 
zens be seduced, by syren songs, into forcible opposition. 

If motives of duty were wanting to increase the sacred 
obligation of an oath already taken to support the constitution 
of the United St<ltes, they would be found in the destruction 
of national charaCter, and entailing endless wars upon the 
different cotJfederaci;;s, consequent upon tbe destruction of 
the Union; wars which could terminate only by the inter­
ference of some foreign power, which would be called in to 
decide the confli", and erect a lIftlitary Despotism on the 
ruins of the Cpnstitution. History is full of lessons on this 
.subject! . 

The conflict of c1aims to political duty between the Union 
and the several State~, in case of legislative interference by 
the latter in the cOncerns of the former, is a subject of still , . 
more inexpressible horror. Couuectlcut, 011 one hand, 

C' 
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daims the duty o~ its CItizens; and on the other, the Unit~d 
States, \vith paramoZint authority, point to' the Constitut!on~ 
and claim olJedience to the exercise 6f legitimate Pbwet.~ 
Shall lJunish!nent, and even death itself, await the hon'est cit. 
izen ;, who pniseshimself upon his own honor." and adopts 
the alternati':e :q'proveci by his conscience? No; the virtU6 
of Ollr ,L<'[,;i~,LltUtC will gaard against an interference lead. 
ing to such a crisis! ! 

Shall l add to this 1.he HORp,ORS of CIVIL WAR :.tmong a 
people d:vided into panies nearly t:qual in phyfical Hrength?~ 
Slull I defcl'ib'c the F'ATHEltfurmed ~g:linl1: the SOl'J, and tht: SON 

againG: the FATHER, n;tdir)g each other in the BLOODY CON. 

~UCi ?-Sldl r del'cnLe the Hu,r..HolJNPs.ofprivate revenge 
and partv :mii1lofiry free frum legal re['craints, let L)ofe upon fo­
ciety? Sh;)ll I dcfcrib,= the MOTHER. bending to a RUFFIAN SOL­

DIElt, ;Inc! imploring prov:clion for the hufb;~nd of her love and 
offsprinE of their afi'eClion ? ,Sball I r;Jer you to Ire);lnd, La 
Venclee, at' the more remote confli61 between the rival houfe's of 
"York ancI La71caster~' for t lie horrors of CIVIL WAR? Yes '; 
j~':ll'ch t;,~ reconls of hdtory; fee the fm:dl and appart'ntly tTj~ 
fling cauf~s w~lich product'd them; and infl:ead of t'ruftillg to the 
EAS fE!l.N LE"~ DERS, reflect and decid:J for yourselves.' Let 
not " irregular" be con\'erted into ., REGULAR OPPOSl'.flOJ<j" to 
the I.AWS!! ORDINARY WA R is paftime compared to the hor. 
1'ors of CIVIL DISCOHD! Yet manv of our citi~ens talk as ·if 
wi; were already in a (ta(e of revolution, and begin to "rock the, 
cr;ldle" containing the IXFANT HERCULES!! 

No: Tht: id~a of feparation is a libel on the virtue of New. 
England: 'NIne t:::nths of the honest citizens' will indignantly 
rtjeCl the attempt. It is the "GRECIAN HORSE," re'ady to 
fend forth the mo11 dangerous enemies to ourjJeace, li:berties and 
III dependence. 

"Timeo Danaos et Donaferentes." 

I l1f;eo h:.:r,111' inflllt the virtue of cur citi:lens by addreffing to 
them motives of interellt for adhering to the UNION. Happily 
however motiv,es of interel1: uilite with thofe of duty on the'prer~' 
ent,queltion. The pecuniary infereft of our flate' ia the funded 
iDI,BT. the eXrL)[ur;~ ot the School funds, our lucrativecornmerce 
with the LUchern (1:ntes, together with the carryin fF trade now 
.enjoyed hf Nt:\~-England, concur to render DISUNI~N impoffible 
without a sll('rifce or VITAL l·nERESTS. The Union d.ilfolved, 
~ew-York willllcvet join the Northern Confederacy. Her in­
tererro ;1[; well 35 principles forbid it: and without New.York 
Connecticut and Vermont are Tribuca:ryStates. ' 

Nor WQulc, the future gov,erpment of the Northern Confede­
il":l.cy be ~, [u bjeEt uf unconcern. Independent of the fpeculative 
;l)2tiuns of government laid to b~ entertained by the ,Ncrthern 



19 

leader.s, man.')'. cau[cs ~Quld conc.1f to produce a frame of govern. 
ment maufplClOUS to liberty. The momentum of power requi­
fite t? fecure a gOVC1':~ ment from imbecility and diforder, and en. 
~b~e It to main.tain the empire of the laws, is ftill a ftlbjeC\. of po­
htlcal fpeculatlon : nor would plaufible arguments be wanting to in­
duce a prodigat furrender of power to the new Confederacy. A 
defire to place the new government beyond any control of the 
1l1inor party, would be one reafon for no inconfiderable energy in 
the fyllem. Should the Britilh troops in Canada, togetller with 
their friends, be calJed in to accompliib the feparation, (a thing 
more than probable) it would be lefs difficult to determine the 
.complexion of the future fyltem. _ 

The ordinary collisions of party have been reviewed by my­
relf and many others with no confiderable regard. Without 
wiOles to embark in politics, and without l«ifure to attend to 
them, I have been reluCtantly conftrained to exprefs my thoughts 
through the medium of the prcfs. When the liberty of commu­
nicating my fentiments to the Meeting was refufed, I raw noal­
ternative between submission to injuflice or reforting to the 
prefent mode of communication with the public. Consiftency 
of political conduCl (a fubjeCl alluded to in debate) can feldom 
be obtained by following popular leaders through all the winding 
paths of ambitious or mifraken policy. An inflexible determi­
nation to maintain the authority of laws paffed by the Conftitu­
tion!!l organ of the public will, would afford the beft pledge of 
political confiflency. Let our merchants confider that the arro­
gant pretenfions of our ENEMIES muG: be refifted in some mode 
or otizer, or the fources of commercial wealth will be dried up ; 
the RIGHTS of NEUTRAL TRADE annihilated; and AMERICA 

will be embrolled in the future WARS of EUROPEAN AMBITION. 

Let us refleCt; unite on the beft mode of RESISTANCE, and act 
as one man contending for bis moa valuable rights. 

Should the Legil1ature of 0\1r State ever be arrayed .againft 
the GENERAL Gcl\,ERNMENT, America may exclaim wIth the 

poet-
" Farewell, a long farewell to all my greatnesi." 

7IlE END. 
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