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EXTRACTS, ETC. 

The recent protest of twelve Members ef and independence from giving either time or 
ihe Montreal Board of Trade against the trouble to such bodies. It is therefore 
Petition to the Queen, lately drawn up by somewhat unreasonable in the' protestin~ 
the Conncil of that body, in favor of a fixed gentlemen, by the above extract to Be em to 
protective duty in England in favor of Ca- be willing to yield to the majority of the 
nada Wheat, commences thus:- Board, while they look for a direct expres-

It is with extreme re!.'re! that we find our- sian of the opinion of that majority, before 
selves, as Members of th; Boanl of Trade, uader they admit the propriety of the Councillak-
the nec~ssity of taking exception to a Petition to . 
Our Gracious Sovereign the Queen, adopted on ing It upon them to represent it. 
the 11th instant, by the Council in the name of the From the mode of expression-which 
Board.. _-\.gainst that Act of the Council (a body might have been supposed accidental, were 
conslstmg of eleven members, six of whom only. f 
were present on the occasion) we beg respectfully It not or the italics-adopted in the protest, 
to protest, being of opinion that the Petition should a common reader would be induced to infer, 
have been called what it really is, that of the that a large proportion of the Council, and a 
Council and not the Board, inasmuch as it was 
not subm,tted to the latter, and conseqnently can. still larger of the general members of the 
not, in strict propriety, be called its Petition. Had Board of Trade, were opposed to the views 
it been deliberately adopted by the Board after of the Council, and particnlarly so to the 
full discussion, we should have cheerfully sub-
mitted to it as the opinion of the majority, but, Petition itself. So strong is the presump­
under existing circumstances, we beg respectfully tioll of such an inference that one newspa-
to state, that we dissent from it as containing h 
principles which we cannot acquiesce in,-details per- t e Journal and Express, of Hamilton. 
which are at variance with our knowledge of -calls the letter of the dissentient gentle­
facts,-and sentiments which are conbistent WIth men, "the address of the Montreal Board of 
our convictions. Trade to their President." This is a reading 

We belilJve it is not usual for the Coun- of the letter of dissent, which the gentlemen 
cil of the Board to call general meetings of who signed it ought so to l.ave guarded 
the whole body, to discuss sllch questions as against, a8 to have left nothing to the sup­
tbe framing of a petition. In fact, little position of readers generally, to whom the 
business could be transacted by any public real state of the matter is unknown. 
body, if its executive department were com- While, therefore, we set this matter in 
pelled to assemble their constituents to de·- a proper light, we also consider it necessary, 
bate npon the letlers, memorials, or other from the importance of the subject, to show 
papers necessary to be drawn up by them, in that they stand almost alone, as members of 
the management of affairs for the general the Board of Trade, in the view~ they enter­
interest. All that Can be expected by the tain respecting the Petition. 
members of any associatiun, is that its Tilis will be seen from the following docu­
Council, or Exe',utive Committee, shall re- ment, which has been addressed by other 
present generally the opilJion of the majority members of the Board to the President, ex­
of the boJy. To expect more would be pressing their entire concurrence in the 
ungenerous, and would prev8111 men of talent prayer of the Petition. 
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To tlu Hcmorable Peter McGill, President of Council of the Board of Trade, in the object 
the Montreal Board of Tmde. they wish to attain. 

We, the under3igned members of the Corpora­
tion of the 1I'I')lItroai Board of Trade, having 
perused a document Signed by thirteen mem­
bers of the said Corporati"n (one of whom 
has since withdrawn his uame.) and publiEhed 
in the newspapers of the city, dissentlllg from 
the petition recently adopted by the Coun­
cil of the Board of Tra~e, praying that the Im­
perial Government may be pleased to continue 
protection to Canadian Grain, and lor other ob­
jects. deem it due to the ExeCUTive of the Corpo­
ratlOn, as well as to ourselvps, publicly to state 
that we flll1y Join in the prayers contained in the 
Pelltion, firmly believing that their being acted 
upon, would restore prosperity to the country, 
and cement it indissolubly to the Parent Stale. 
We regret that any members of the Board oj 
Trade should have felt it incumbent upon them to 
pursue a course, in the premises, calculated to 
weaken the represpntation of the Council, al­
though the views and Opilli(ms enunciated by thp 
Council, are those entertained by a largo majority 
of the Corporation. 

Jas Gilmour 
David Torrance 
C S Ross 
Wm Murray 
HlIgh Allan 
J Glennon 
G Moffatt 
Alex Bryson 
Jas Logan 
R D Collis 
H E Montgomerie 
John Molson, junr 
J H Birss 
John SpeIrs 
WmDow 
J B Smith 
E S Renaud 
·H H Whitney 
Ed Way 
T M Taylor 
And. H Armour 
Jas Breckanridge 
At,d. McGill 
,rohn Birss 
'Jas Cuthbertson 
.I"hn Armour 
H Fowler 
{;has Geddes 
Augustus Heward 

Hew Ramsay 
Jas Hervey 
J as L )vI athi.son 
Henry Vennor 
C W White 
J Bethune, Jr 
G D Watson 
C J Dunlop 
Wm Carter 
D Daviuson 
Jas Scott 
John Frothingham 
J G Mackenzie 
Thos Ure 
T lJ Hall 
Wm Rodden 
R Corse 
Wm Watsou 
Jas E Major 
~ P Tilton 
D Murray 
H.obert Esdaile 
John Kay 
J as Porteous: 
Wm Braubnry 
R Latham 
David Twiname 
Thuma.s Wilson 

Montreal, 16th Jan., 1849. 

We have also taken some pains to ascer­
tain the opinions ot the whole of the mem­
."bers of the Board, upon this question, it 
being a matter of no small moment to the 
Colony, that the Britisb public should not be 
under any mi&apprehension, nor under any 
idea that the commercial community of 
~()ntreal do not entirely unite with the 

Total IIl1mber of Members of Boarr! of 
Trade ............................ 103 

Member, of Council .............. 11 
Si!.(llers of the abuve Letter .... , . " 57 
Af'sentfrom City ................. 13 
H ~fu&ed to sIgn without definite rea-

sun ..... ' ........... " ... .... 3 
Refused on the groulld of consistency 

as lucal protectionists ......... " 5 
Refu,e(t, de"iring annexatton to U. 

Stales ........................ . 
Hemainillg on Protest. ..... ' ... 12 
Withdrawn ................... 1 

13 
-103 

of tile gentlemen absent we have every 
reason to say, from tbeir known sentiments, 

that tell wnulo approve of the Petition, and 
three are doubtful, while the five who de­

clined on the ground of consistency as local 

protectionists, unanimously approve of it 
also. Allowing the whole of the others to 

favor the protesters, the real numbers, if 
officially recorded, would ~tand thus:-

For the Petition 
Against it . 

Majority 

,87 
16 

71 

A majority which conclusively condemns 
the proceedin;;s of the prolesters, eve II 011 

the principle ennunciated by them in their 
protest. -
[The following letter, over the signature 

" Montreal," from a merchant of this City 
(who for many years has been largely in­

terested in the trade of the country) while 
passing through New York on his way 
to England, was published in the Gazette 
of the 17th instant, and its statements are 
supported by the mercantile community.­
ED. MONT. GAZ.] 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE MONTREAL GAZETTE. 

NEW YORK, 9th January, 1849. 
Sir,- Having been absent from Ivlontreal for 

some weeks, it was only the other day that I hap­
pened to see the Herald of the 30th ult. The pe­
tition of the Board of Tude to the Imperial Ga­
vernment, a.sking for the exaction of a duty of 58. 
per quarter on For~ign Wheat imported into Great 
Britain, and the free admission of Canadian Wheat 



hils nGt pen.a.pe provoked more discussion than majority of the Board, wbOle view. it ia but tail 
might have heen expected, considering tbe impor- to suppose it repres.nta, and in styling the petitio" 
tant interests involved i but that there were more that of the Board of Trade, the Council acted in 
than three people in Montreal who could have op- the customary, and in the only correct mannw. 
posed the petition I did not believe. It seems It will be observed that the protesting parties d() 
however that there are tlliteen,-the Editor of not openly deny that the petition represents the 
the Montreal Herald, and the trifling minority of opinion of the majority of the Board; that they 
twelve of the Board of Trade. The former has could not do; and had they not been borne dowl! 
favored his readers with two columns of fair edi- by the conviction that it does harmonize witb the 
torial matter on the subject, and the latter have views of the majority-aye, and of an overwhelm­
favored the public with a long protest full of bold ing majority, it is clear as noon-day, that they 
assertions, and notoriously incorrect statistics. No would have availed themselves of the right which 
particular exception can be taken to the remarks I every twelve members of the Board pOssess-the 
of the Herald, they merely convey the opinions of I right of directing the President to call a general 
the Editor, who informs us that there is no reac- meeting, by means of which the petition, if incon­
tion in public opinion in England on the subject of sistent and at variance with the opinions of the 
Sir Robert Peel's Policy, and that there is no majority, would have been disavowed and con­
chance of the petition of the Board being favor- demned. It must be manifest that this mode 01 
ably responded to. People may, perhaps, so far I procedure would have most. effectually establish­
falfly dIffer on the subject. I, however, WIth ed, or destroyed, the iust poslllon or the protesting 
many others, dissent irom the Herakl's opinion; parties, al,d would have spared them the necessity 
and believe that there is a most important reaction of making many unfounded assertions and fallaci­
in the public mind throughout the United King- OllS assllmptions. The course which they have 
dom, and that the chances in favor of the prayer chosen must be regarded as conclusive with res­
ofthe petition being granted sooner or later, are pect to wllat they felt assured would be the eer­
daily increasing. tain result or a general meeting, they knew that it 

I would here most particularly beg to call atten- would be to rpjed their views, and thereby to <Ie­
tion to the fact, that neither the Herald nor the pri\Ce them o[ allY pretext whatever of appearing 
protesting parties pretend to deny that the attain- before the public, a consummation they Were no 
ment of the object petitioned [or, would promote to doubt allxi •• us to avoid, because it would neither 
an incalculable degree the prosperity of the Pro- have snited their purpose, nor led to the grati1ica­
vince at large. Considering that the petition in tion of their vanity. The following I extract from 
no way interferes with any other measure at all the petition of the Board of Trade:-

likely to advance the interests of Canada, while "That the most prominent of the changes re­
the attainment of its prayer v\'ouJd most effectually ferre(l to, is a growing commercial intercourse 
do flO, and undeniably secure its prosperity, it is with the Ullited ~ta1esJ givillg rise to an opinion 

v'i'hich is daily gaining ground 011 both sides of th~ 
difficult to avoid the conclusion that tile protesting boullclary lille, that the interests or' the two coun-
parties have ulterior views-\'icws very different tries under tbe changed policy of the Imperial Go­
from the prosperity of MOlltreal and of the Pro- vefflnw"t are german to each other, and under that 
vince 01 Canada. It is probably difficult 10 say s)'Stem, must sooner or later be politically inter-

woven," 
what these views are; but I believe those who 
were mainly instrumental in promoting the pro- The protesting parties relnark on this as foI-
test, to be actuated by views of a political cha- lows:-
racter. 

Having stated that the protest is full of bold as­
sertions and notoriously errOlleous statistics, I 
shall endeavour to prove this to be the case. 

The protesting parties take cxception to the pe­
tition, being considered that of the Board of Trade, 
and say, that it should have been called the peti­
tion oi the Council; they also say that they would 
have cheerfullysubmilted to it as the opinion of 
the Board, had it been adopted after a full discus­
sion. ·As it may not be generally known, I may, 
.tate that the Council is .annually chosen by the' 

d XOW J whilst \ye admit the growing in­
terests of the two countries to be .. german" to 
each other, we dissent entirely from the conclusion 
"bich the Coullcil seems to draw therefrom, and 
to imply that the country participates in viz­
That it must precipitate a political connexion be­
tween this Colony and the United States." 

Now, this is merelya round about way of stat­
ing that mankind are not influenced by their in­
terest, in r~jecting or adopting the Government 
under which they live; which is nonsense, and 
any farther remarks on the subject may be viewed 
as superfluous. Notwithstanding this, let me ask-
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if ffif1llkind are not urged by their interests to Thirdly,-The Bonding oystem introduced' by, 
adopt or reject particular forms of Government; the American .Government, by means of which:: 
what is the cause of the revolutions by which British and Foreign manufactures may be pur· 
Europe is now convulsed, and why did the old chased in New York on much the same terms as 
colonies of any of the European States shake off in Montreal, must have the efled of attracting 
their allegiance, and seek at enormous temporary the merchants of Canada to New York for the 
sacrifices a change of Government? I quote the purchase of their supplies, if that city shall 
following from the Protest :-" We trust the loyal- become the Port ofImport and Export for Canada, 
ty of the Province depends on something loftier and thus the rum of the Trade of the St. Law 
than a mercenary motive." This is, no doubt, re- renee, of so much importance to Great Bntal. 
marlmbly fine, and an admirable sneer at the loy- and this Colony in a national point of view, can­
alty of the majority of the Board of Trade. It not fail to be consummated. 
seems to me, however, that such sneers III be- The protesting parties deny that the route via 
come some of the members of the protesting party; New York, is the cbeapest by which the products 
I think I see amongst them those whose loyalty of the West can be sent to Europe; they assert 
is, perhaps, little more to be depended upon than that the route by the Sl. Lawrence is ('heaper,and 
their statistics. I should like to see the desire of sum up what they assert and assume in support 
the protesting party to perpetuate the unity of the of their opinions, in the following statistics, which 
Empire, based on something more solid than an I copy from the protest:-
idea. Loyalty, While nourished by interest, its Downward Freights by way of the Erie CanaL 
indispensible accompanin1ent, will, no doubt, cents. 
flourish like a vigorous evergreen, unless the soil Erom Cleveland to Buffalo,............ 16 
in which it is planted is abominably bad; but From Buffalo to Albany,. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. 77 
withdraw the accompaniment, and you may trem- From Albanr to New york............ 8 
ble for the fate ofloyalty. What man of common 
sense can view the relative position of Canada 101 

and the United Kingdom, and suppose for a mo- Downward Freights hy way of the :>it. Lawrence. 
ment they can remain any length oftime connect­
etI by a tie so unreal as loyalty, weakened by the 
opposition of actual interests. 

The followl11g quotation from the petition of 
the Board, embodies the points whicb occupy 
roost fully tbe attention of the protesting parties:-

First/y.-The result ofa total cessation of tbe 
differential duty on grain in England, will be to 
make New York the port of shipment for the 
great bulk of the produce of Canada, in conse­
quence of the greater cheapness in forwarding it 
to the markets of England by way of the Ul1lted 
States, than hy the former route of the SL Law­
rence. This is a statement which in the opinion 
of your Petitioners cannot be refuted, whether 
with reference to our past experience, or to any 
future probable changes in the cost of lorwardin~ 
by either route. " 

Secondly,-The port which is found to be the 
most eligible for the exports, will also be Jound 
to be the best suited for the imports of a country, 
for one reason, among man y others in this case 
that inward freight cheapens outward f . ~l t' 

. . reI,=, 1 , 
a~d v~ce versa; accordmgly l\e\v York must ine-
Vitably become the Port of Import for Canada to 
the serIOUs lIlJury of the Trade of the St. Law­
.renee. 

cents. 
Average of 18·18 from Cleveland to Quebec, 60 

Leaving a balance in favour of tbe St. Law­
rence route of 41 cents per BarreL 

No.2-Upward Freigbt by way of the Erie 
Canal for 100 lbs of Merchandize: .. 

cents. 
From New York to Albany,......... 4 
From Albany to Buffalo ................ 45 
From Buffalo to Cleveland,............. 15 

64 
Ditto by way of the st. Lawrence:-

cents. 
From Quebec to Cleveland,............ 30 

Leavll1g a balance in favour of the Sl. Law­
rence route of 34 cents per IOu lbs of Merchan­
dize. 

. Now, these statistics are totally illusory and 
mcorrect, they have no relation whatever to the 
present state of things, and have, in fact, no better 
foundation than the imagination of those who 
submit them. Two or perhaps three of these 
p~rties should know this to be the case; the other 
mne or ten, from the nature of their vocations 
can have little, if any, practical knowledge of the 
matter, and canllot be expected to know whether 
they are right or wrong. 
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The statistics wbich I now submit, bave just 

teen obtained from some of tbe most respectaLle 
Forwarding Houses in this citY"and will no doubt 
be regarded as entirely conclusive, with respect to 
the average rate of freight from Cleveland to New 
York via the Ene Canal, during the past year. 
The following .tatement which exhibits the ave­
rage rate of freight from Buffalo to New York, 
during each month of the P!lSt season, was taken 

lfrom the records of the actual transactions of one 

the Houses refeHed to. 

Freight. Callal Toll. Total. 
!lay, the average was 381 315 70 
June, do 241 311 56 
July, do 241 311 56 
August, do 2-4! 311 56 
September, do 281 31j 60 
October, do 431 3q 75 
November, do 50l 311 82 

455 

Making the average rate of freight 65c, instead 
of 85, as quoted by the protesters from Buffalo to 
New York. The average rate of freight from 
Cleveland to Buffalo, was about lOc., but 
to avoid all disputes, let it be assumed at 12ic., 
which will show the actual average rate of freight 
from Cleveland to New York, during 1848, to 
have beell 77,c. per barrel. It is of course impos­
sible to say, what the average of 1849 will be ; 
but at present contracts could be made at 87~c. 
per barrel, from Cleveland to New York, for the 
entire of that seawn, from which it may be infer­
red, that the actual average i. not expected to 
exceed that of 1848. With reference to freight 
from New York to Cleveland via the Erie Canal, 
I take the following from the Tariff for 1848, 
whiah was printed and circulated by the different 
Fowarding Houses in this city, and which of 
course exhibited the highest rate paid for such 
goods. 

Frei&ht per 2000 lbe. Canal Toll. Total 
Pig Iron .......... $3,50 ..... $2,80 " $6,30 

Freight per 100 lb.. Canal Toll. Total. 
Sugar. Molasses, 

Coffee, Bar Iron, 
8teel, Nail. and 

Crockery ....... $0,24 ..... $0,!3 .. $0,~2 

A. a rule, property can be carried {rom Cleveland 
to New York, and vice versa, by way of Oswego 
,0mBwhat cheaper than by way of Buffalo. The 

names of the parties from whom the foregoing facts 
have been obtained can be furnished if necessary.-

The next subject "hich offers it,elf for con.ider.tion 
is, that of the rate of freight, which the protesting 
partieB assume, from Quebec to Cleveland, viz., 30 

cents per 100 lbs. If thi, is intended to be the rate of 
freight for PIg Iron, it is, perhaps, not ove~ [) cents 
under the mark; but if it is intended to collvey th. 
ide. that 30 cents pcr 100 lb •. i. tl.e rate of freight 
for general merchandize, it is n very wild "0<1 illu­
sory supposition. In the first place, no traffic in 
general merchnndlze has been carried on between 
Quebec, or Montreal, and Cleveland, and any rate 
,taled must be supposititious; we have,howevef,had" 
considerable trade between Montreal and Port Stan­
ley, to which place goods can, without doubt, be sent 
at a. low a rale offreight from New York or Montre.l 
as to Cleveland, the one port being nearly opposite 
to the other on Lake Erie. The average fate 01 
freight from M, nlreal to Port Stall ley prior to 1848 
wa. not less than 60 cents per 100 lbs. On the con­
trary, I think those who choose to investigate the 
matter will find it to have been con.iderably more. 
In consequence of the opening of the St. Lawrence 
Canal., and the very limited amount of busine .. 
done, the average rate from Montreal to Port Stan­
ley during 1848 was reduced to what Forwarder. 
call the ruinously low figure of 40 cent. per 100 lb •• 
The rate from Quebec would, of course, be .t the 
very lea.t 5 cents more, making the octual rate from 
Quebec to Cleveland during) 84845 cts. per 100 lbs. 
in place of 30 cent., unreasonably and fallaciously 
assumed by tbe prote,ting parties. 

I will now recapitulate the foregoing f.ct. by 
which the gross incorrectness 01 the Btatistic., sub­
mitted by the protesting partie., will be made more 
glaringly manifesto 

Actual average rate of freight of Flour per barrel 
{rom Cleveland to New York during 1848, 77i cents. 
I will give the protesting parties the benefit 01 the 
rate which they assume to be the average during the 
same period from Cleveland to Quebec, and which 
we may eafely suppose they did not think too much­
say 60 cents. This shows that a barrel of Flour 
can be carried on the average from Cleveland to 
Quebec for 17; centa Ie sa than from Cleveland to 
New York, leaving a difference of only 17~ cellta in 
place of 41 cents in favor of the St. Lawrence. But 
even Ihia presenta much too favorable a view of Ihe 
St. Lawrence roule. It must be borne in mind 
that while the State of New York is deriving an 
annual gross revenue of about $2,813,839,19 Cor 
the year 1848 from the Erie and Oswego Canals, 
that Canada, for the purpose of allowing goods to be 
carried at the 101V rnte stated, scarcely exacts toll8 

.ufficient, if sufficient, to keel' her Canals in repair, 



and to pay Ihe expen,e of ,uperlnlende"ce, nnd Ih.t 

Ihe country is he"vily t.xed to pay I.h" .nnual in­
terest I)n the money by meolns 01 \\ l.ich the Canals 

were cOIlstrucltd. \Vlnle\'el' SIHn i~ txacted Crom 
the counLry for llii!:! purpose is H'llhin;; more Qr less 
thaI! so much adJiliorla~ freight all property (lISSilll!," 
up and Llown the St. La wrence. tr it is not pair.1 Ly 

the OWllt'rS of the: properly, it is paid by the people 

of Canatin, arid ill that cOllsists the oldy ddferellce 

betweeTl it and ordinary Ireight. Tv show the 

nctual cost of freight by the two routes, tbe revenue, 

or profit, which the State of New York derives flom 
Flour passing through her Canals shoulll be deducted 

from the amount of freight [rom Clevi:dallu to Ne\-\/ 

York; while Ihe loss sustained by Ihe Province 

Canada, in cOllsequence of the insutIiciencyof the 

tol\' Ie,ied on her Canals, ,h"uld be adJed 10 the 

an rage rate of freight from Cle\'eland to Quebec. 

The rev,nue derived by Ihe Slate of New York from 

Flour passing lhruu'.!,h her Canals is, perhaps, equal 

to 1") cel,ts per bi"lrrel, while, on the other hand, the 

Province of Cawlda loses, perhaps, .10 cents Oft 
·every barrel of Flour which pJSS€S dow II LI-,e Sl. 

Lawrence. Let us Qssume this to be 80, alld carry 

the stateml'nt to its ultimate cotls('quence, not 

8 

their comparison of ,otes from New York and Que­

bec to Liverpool respeclively-which Ihey do n. 

follows :-
Freight of a borrel of Flour from, Cleveland to New 

Yori<, via th, Erie Cana\. ........... 101 c,'nl, 

Freighl (rom New York to Liverpool.... 48 cenl. 

Tntal. .............. _ ........ 149 cenls 

Freighl from Cleveland to Que-

bec ..............•......• 60 cents 
Freight from Quebec to Ijver-

pool. ..•...• " ....•....•. 72 cen ts 

Extra [nsuranee from Quebec 

to Liverpool. ••.. .. . • •. . .• 7! cent. 
1,91 cnt •. 

9i cltls 

After alliheir ridiculous assumptions and al'low. 

ances, they OII]Y succeed ill making out a difference 

of 9) cents, or about 4ju. Sterling per barrel in fa­

vor of the St. Lawrence, which amounts to a con­

demnation of Lheir pOSition. Adopiing their rates 
of Ocean Freight and dIfference of Insurance, which 

I shall by alld by show to be erroneous, Ihe actual 

facts, as they aff,ct OWliers of property, would sland 
thal the lIbject ill view rl'quires it to be done, but thus:-

for the purpose uf illducing C J!Jsideration on the part .J1ctual average Freight of a barrel of Flour from 

of those wit) have not givell the mutter thought.- Clcv(~]J.lld to New Y',rk during 1848. 77* cents 

Tht: fll' f its of the two routes will uncler this view Ocean Freight assumeu by the protest­
stalld thus:-

Average rate of Freight from Cleveland to New 

York, during 1848, per barrel.. ..•..•• 75 cenls 

Less profit on Ihi, sum, received by the 

Slate of New York as revenue. . . . . . . 15 cents 

Actoal cost of forwarding a barrel of 

Flour frolll Cleveland 10 N elV York 

ing parties...... . .. • .. .. . .. . .. ... 48 cent. 

Total freight from Clevelalld to Liver-

pool via New york .....•.•.......• 1251 cent. 

Rate of Freight from Cleveland to Que-

bec, ass,;med by Ihe protesling par· 

ties .. '.' ......••.•.....••••••.••• 
Ocean Freight assumed by ditto .• '" .• 

Difference of Insurance in favor of New 

60 centa 

12 cents 

during 1848 ...................... . 6ry cents york .......................... .. n cent. 

Average Freight of a barrel of Flour from 

Cleveland to Quebec, as assumed by 

Ihe p'olesting parties... ....•......• 60 cenls 
Add Freighl paid by lhe Province of Ca-

nadrl, in the shape of interest, &c., 

not included in this sum .....•••.•• _ 10 cents 

70 cents 

So thot when lVe approximale towards the actllal 

cost of business, the difference "ppears to be 10 celiis 

per b,rrel ogainsllhf' SI. Lawrence, in place uf 41 

cents in its favor! The delusive statements of the 

prolesting parties do not stop with the exhibition of 

41 centa in f.vor of the St. Lawrence; they carry 

them out most consistently •• they proceed to extend 

1391 cenlo 
Showing 141 cents in favor of New York. 

But Ihe rate of Ocean freight and difference of 

Insurance assumed by Ihe protesting parlies i •• t 
variance with all eXisling facts. They say thatth. 

Council of the Board of Trade, of 1846, published 

• stalement sholVing the average rnte of freight from 

New York 10 Liverpool to be 2s. Id. Sterling per 

barrel; they take good care, hOlVever, not to say 

Ihat lhe same slatement also shows th.t the average 

rale of freil':hl from Quebec to Liverpool, during the 

same period, Ivas 4s. Id. or 4 •• 6d. Sterling per 

barrel, I forget which; but, to keep within the 

mark, "y 4s_ Id., thereby showing an average dif­

ference of 25. Sterling, or 50 cent. per barrel, 

against the St. Lawrenco. After ,uppre8sing mOlt 



disingenuously this imporLant Cae!, tbey proceed Lo 
ny-we will allow 3s. Sterling to be the correspond· 
ing rate from Quebec. TVe will allow! ! but why 
"we will allow" when there are admilled facls 
gathered from experience. Why, because facts at 
once condemn, and effedually destroy the merits of 
the wildly supposititious case on which they resl 
their conclusion. But, when allowing, why not 
84y 2 •. in place of 3s. One erroneous rale can be 
little more exceptionable than another, and looking 
to tbe figure carried forward, 25. would have shown 
• handsome amount in favour of the St. Lawrence, 
in place of the trifling one of 91 cents, or .bout 4\<1. 
Sterling per barrel, which is the miserable result of 
all their fallacious assumptions. 

Facts derived from elperience prove, as already 
.bown, that the average rate of freight from New I 
York to Liverpool is 2,. Sterling or 50 cents per 
barrel less than from the St. Lawrence. HOlVever, 
to give the St. Lawrence every chance, let us, to 
cover all contingencies, and to prevent captious ex· 
ceptions, suppose that the established average can 
be reduced by 15 cents, which is, I believe, more 
Iban ever will be realized-this will reduce the 
average against the St. Lawrence to 35 cents per 
barrel. 

The following will show the average rate of 
insurallce (rom New York and Quebec 10 Liverpool, 
respectively ;-

9 

(or"ar~ing from Cleveland to Liverpoo by the 
respectIve routes of the Erie Canal and the S t. 
Lawrence :_ 

Actual average Freight or a barrel 
Cleveland to New York during 1848. 

Average Freight from NdV York to Li­
verpool Zs. I d. Sterling, or. . .• . ••. 

Total ......••...•.....•....• 
Rate of Freight from Cleveland to Que­

bec,. as assumed by Ihe protesting 
partIes ................... 60 cenl • 

The av.erage di~erence offreight 
to LIVerpool m favor oC New 
York has been shown to be 
00 cenl. per barrel, but 10 

cover all anticipations and 
.contingencies we assume that 
the difference can be reduced 
to 35 cents, which sum bein~ 
added to the rale of [reigh~ 
from New York to Liverpool 
will shOlY the rate from the 
St. Lawrence 10 Lilerpool to 
be .................. '" .85 cents 

Extra insurance from Quebec 
to Liverpool I ~ per cent., 
which, on 25s., is ...•.•... 8i cenls 

bulk (rom 
77! cents 

50 cenl. 

127! cenl. 

1531 cent. 

From New York. From Montreal. 
May .......... Ii Ii 

Showing against the St. Lawrence.... 251 cent. 

June .......... Ii 
July ........... Ii 
August ........ Ii 
Seplemer ..•••• Ii 
October ........ Ie! 
November ...••. I! 

8i1 

It 

1 i 
Ii 
Ii 
Ii 
5 
7~ 

21i 

3 

The relalive merits of the New York and Quebec 
or Montreal markets form a subject about which 
something, perhaps not parlicJlarly favorable to the 
lalter, might be said j time, however, will not permit 
me to refer further 10 it at present. 

I I 1V0uid beg attention 10 lhe following extract 
, from the Protest;-

"We have already stated that we do not lhink the 
country generally participate with the Council of the 
Board 01 Trade in such sentiments, and we are at a 
loss to know on what evidence they found their as­
sertion. Moreover, we consider it but little calcu· 

It, therefore, appears that 1 i per cent. is the lation, to raise the Board of Trade or the people of 
average in favour of New York and against the St. Canada in the opinion of our Must Gracious Sove­
LalVrence. This, bowever, represents the case of reign the Queen and the people of the Mother Coon· 

try, to allow the sentiments to go forth unconlradict­
the St. Lawrence in too favorable a light, the ed, th.t our loyalty to Ihe Queen, and our attach­
average being reduced by the low rales of August ment to British Illstitutions and connexion depend on 
and September, when in reality no shipments of can· the Mother Country taking what we would cO~Bider 

. a retrograde slep in the development of her new com· 
uquence are made, while the whole Pall Trade 15 mercial policy. We trust the loyally of the Province 
subject to the very high rates of October and depends on something loftier than a mercenary mo' 
November. From New York, tbe rate being uni· live." 
form throughout the Beason, the same objection does On the last sentence of this paragraph I have al-
Dot apply. ready remarked. The Members of the Council of-

The following, which .ums up lhe foregoing facts, tbe Board of Trade, from the ramification of the 
ezhlbit8, as nearly as possible, the relative cost of bUBineas in Ifhich they are respectively engaged, orA 

B 
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-.f,C extenJeJ correspondence end frequent inter­
'Gourse with partiEs in all sectiolls of the Provinoe, 
which necossllily arise. therefrom, undoubtedly 
pOSSESS superior opportunities of gaining informa­
lion regarding the views generally entertained with 
respect to the consequence to Canada I kely to flow 
from ~he newly adopted anJ anti·Colonial policy of 
the Imperial Government. I do nol believe tilat 
any man, who i. at all weli Informed 00 the Bub­
Jct, will diffa from the opinion expressed in the 
Petition of tbe Board of Trade. The protesting par­
ti<5 are, perhaps, indifferently informed, if flOt ig­
I"Jrant, 011 the subject. I think this likely, and I 
dJ not think that the somelVhat qualified contradic­
ti JO which they venture to give to the opinion ex­
pressed by the majority of the Board can receive, or 
)3 entitled to, any consideration. Ignorance of a 
fact cannot be regarded as a proof of its non­
existence. The Board of Trade, believing, as it 
.j'JU, that the anti· Colonial and destructive policy 
of Sir R. Peel will, unless changed, be fatal to the 
unliy of the British Empire, would have acted the 
pan of traitors to their country had they not stated 
as they have done to Her Most Gracious Majesty 
lhe ularm which they entertained. 

Those lVho believe that the unity of the Empire is 
nvt endangered by the policy in queslion, are, of 
course, entitled to their opiniJns, which,being sincere, 
Jese,ve "spect, whalever may be thought of their 
juJgment. There may, perhaps, be those who be· 
lieve lhat the unily of the Empire is endangered by 

the policy in question, while they express a contrary 
o~LOion. If there are auch, they are trailors to their 
tountry, and deserve to have the finger of scorn 
pointed at them by all honest men. 

The follolVing from the Pelition of the Board, next 
.nd lastly, engages the attenti()D of the protestmg 
parties :-

"First/y.-It would be no violation of the new 
" n!cal principle, of Ihe English Government inas. 
:' a~uch "Such a rjoly as that prayed for 'WOUld 
., SImply be it t':-IX for Hev'enue, and Your Petition .. 
-;, ers see no reaSOn I', hy Grain should not be mode .. 
"ratdy taxed "' well as .ny olher commodily. 

" &condly.- YOUI' Ptlil ioners are of ouinion 
" from practical ouservation, that such a duty' would 
~: not come ouf. of the pocket of the consumer~ but 
. out of that of the producer, lhat it would not in the 

~: ~enl: ral course of things add to the plice of Bread .. 
. ~tutfs III the markets of Foreign coulltries. 

" ThirdlY·-Such a moderate fixed duly on Fo­
:' reign Grain "ould increase the Revenue of the 
;: ~ountry,on the average, by about a million Ster­
.: hng, ""Ich, as it wuuld nolcome out oftne pocket 
. :; of th~ ~cllsumer, would be a great national gain, 
: combInIng a most seasonable relief to the country in 
:: Its present unancial position, with other advan-

tages of, perhaps, evtn paramount conaideration. 

" Fourthly.-A duly cf tbis kind in favor of 'Ca·· 
" n ad. would presene the trade of the St. La w· 
" renee, add to the Revenue derivable from the Pro· 
"viocial Canals, diffuse universal satisfaction 
" throughout the Culony, and, what, in the opinion 
" of your Petitioners, is all importanl, would continue 
"to attach Canada to the Mother Country, Ihus 
" perpetuating the l'resent connection, and preserving 
" inviolate the BritIsh Dominions." 

Tbe only part of the remarks on the above which 
require ally nolice is the following:-

"We are at variance with the Council respecting 
the dectrine, 'that s"eh a outy would not come 
out of the pecket of the consumer, but Ollt of that of 
the producer; that it lVould not, in the general 
course of things, odd to :he price of Bread·Stuffs in 
Englund, but woulo.l reduce the price of Bread· Stuffs 
in the marktls of Foreign countries.' Such reason­
jng we hold to be utterly fallacious and unfounded. 
We hold that nO principle i. better founded th.n that, 
, in tbe general course of things,' (admitting of, we 
may allotv, occasional temporary exceptions,) such 
Juty would add to the price of Bread-Stuffs in En·­
land, insteod of reducing it in the markels ~r 
Fordgn countries." 

It will be noticed that the protesting parties do 
not deny that the principles II'luch they hold ha. 
~"ceptionB. These €ECeplions are manifest with 
re'pect [0 all articles of which II. country prodoces 
nearly sufficient to salisfy its lVants, and more espe­
cially so when the duty imposed is such as will not 
absorb the profit of the foreign producer. Now this 
is particularly the case with respect to Wbeat. 
England produces the great bulk of what she re­
quires of that article, and the abundance or scarcity 
of the crop in that country is the great element in 
establishing Ihe price of tbe article in every foreign 
export market. 

The imposition of a duty by England of 5s. per 
quarter on Foreign Wheat lVould not diminish the 
prOduction of the article in Foreign countries, be­
cause lVe find that under 0 much higher duty they 
produced largely for export. These arguments are 
strongly supported by facts gathered from experi­
ence. During past years the duty on Foreign Wheat 
imported into England has undergone occasional 
and important reductions; according to the opinion 
of tbe protesting parties, lhe price in England should 
have diminished by the full tAtent of the duty taken 
cr, while the price in those Foreign markets from 
whence England dralVs supplies should have in no 
degree adyanced. That this is not the fact is nota. 
rious ; On the contrary, the effect has been to enhanee 
the price of wheat in Foreign markets to a much 
greater extent than it has reduced it in England • 
What lVas the effect produced on prices in Britain 
after the lst of March laBt, by the duty which came 
into effect on that day, and which for some time 
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·previously had been susptnd,d. Were prices in would be to violate the new fiscal principles of the 

Eogland advanced by the exlent of that duty 'I British Government; this assertion is, I think, in­
certainly not. They did not advance 0 fnrthing, correct. These principles do not preclude tuxation 

while the prices in Fortigll c{'untries-or in other for purposes of revenue, and there is no reason why 
words the pri,es of Foreign Wheat ill bond-at once Foreign labour in the shape of Grain should not be 

went down to the full extent of ihe duty, thereby t.xed for that purpose, as "eil as Foreign labour in 
showing mest distir,ctly, and beyond all equivoc.· any other shape. If that pohcy, however, is to lead 

tion, that the duty then imposed was paid by the to tbe dismemberment of the Empire, and requires 
Foreign grower. That we shall have a {artber de· the sacrifice of British for the benefit of Foreign 

monstrat'on of the fuct on the first of February industry, which I believe; the sooner it is violated 
next, when tbe present dUly expires, I feel confldent. the better. The assertion that Canadians have no 
The fact that the Foreign Wheat now ani,ing in right to a.k [or the imposition of the duty in que.· 

England i. being held in bond until it can be entered tion, is puerile and ullwortby of tbe transcendental­
for consumption at a nominal duty, manifestly shows isIs who make it. Canadians will do themsehes 

that the halders of it expect to gain in price what grcat injustice if they do not look after their own 

the British revenue 'rill lese by the abolition of the interests; and so long as tbey are British subjecl" 
duty. All who carefully consider these facts will, they bave a perfect right to olfer any suggestionE 

llrave no doubt, be satisfied that the opinion assert- which to them may appear essential 10 the promotion 
ed by the protesting parties is utterly fallacious and of the general interests of the Empire. 

unfounded. The protesting pOi ties say, that to im- MONTRE.IL, 

pose a July of 5s. per quarter on Foreign Grain. 
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