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To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the U aited States. 

I lay before Congress copies of a Proc 

clamation notifying the Convention conclud­
ed with Great Britain on the 3d day of July 
last, and that the same has been duly ratified: 
and I recommend to Con ress such legislative 
provisions as the Convention may call for on 
the part of the United States. 

JAMES MADISON. 

December 23d, 1815. 
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JAMES MADISON, 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA, 

To all and singular to 'whom these presents 

shall come, greeting: 

WHEREAS a convention between the United 
~tates of America and his britannic majesty, to 
regulate the commerce between the territories of 
the United States and of his britannic majesty, 
was signed at London on the third day of July, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, 
by plenipotentiaries respectively appointed for 
that purpose, which convention is in the words 
following, to wit: 

A CONVENTION 
To regulate the commerce between the territories of 

the United States and of his britannt'c majesty. 
The United States of America and his britannic 

majesty being desirous, by a convention, to regu­
late the commerce and navigation between their 
respective countries, territories, and people, in 
such a manner as to render the same reciprocally 
beneficial and satisfactory, have respectively nam­
ed plenipotentiaries and given them i'ull powers to 
treat of and conclude such convention; that is to 
say, the president of the United States, by and 
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with the advice and consen. of the senate thereof, 
hath appointed for' theit ,plenipotentiaries John 
Quincy Adams,Benry Clay, and AI~ert Gall~tm, 
citizens Qf the United States; and Ius royallugh­
I!less therrince regent, acting in the name and on 
behalf 0 his majesty, has named for his plenipo­
tentiaries the 'right honourable Frederick J6ho 
Robinson, vice-president of the committee of Wivy 
couricil for 'trade and plantations, joint paymaster 
of his majesty's forces, and a member of the impe­
rial parliament, Henry Gpulbourn, esq.· a member 
of the imperial parliament. and under secretary of 
state, and Wilham Adams, esq. doctor of civif 
laws; and the said plenipotentiaries having mutu­
ally produced and sho,w~ .their said full powers, 
and exchanged copies of the same, have agreed on 
and concluded the following- articles, vide1icet :' ., 

ART[CL~ 1. 

There shall be between the territories of the 
United States of America and all the territories of 
his britannic majesty in Europe, . a reciprocal li­
berty of commerce." The inhabitants of the two 
countries respectively shall have liberty freely and 
securcl y to come with their ships and cargoes to 
all sllch places~ ports, and rivers in the territories 
aforesaid to which other foreigners are permitted 
to come, to enter into the same, and to remain -and 
reside in any paTts of- the said territories respect­
ively ; also to hire and occupy hOl1ses and ware­
houses for the pm-poses of tq.eir commerc;:e: and 
g-enerally the blerchants' and traders of each na­
tion re.spectively sha~l enjoy t~e most complete 
protectIOn anq secuflty for their commerce,but 
subject always to the laws and statutes of the tWet 
countries respectively. 
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ARTICLE II. 

7 

N.o higher. or ?ther dutie~ shaH be imposed OIl 

the Iml'ortahon mto the Ulllted States of any arti­
cles, the growth, produce, or manufacture of his bri­
tannic majesty's territories in Europe, and no hitl"h­
e.r o~ other duties. sh~ll be i~pose.d on .th!3 importa­
tIon mt<:J the terntones of 111s bntanmc majesty ill 
Europe of any articles, the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of the United States, than are or 
shall be payable on the like articles being the 
growth, produce, or manufactut'e of any other 
foreign country; nor shall any higher or other du­
ties or charges be imposed in either of the two 
countries, on the exportation of any articles to the 
United States or to his britannic majesty's territo­
ries in Europe, respectively, than such as are pay­
able on the exportation of the like articles to any 
other foreign country; nor shall any prohibition be 
imposed on the exportation or importation of any 
art~cles, the growth, p~odu~e, 0: man~lfacture of ~he 
Umted States, or of his bntalllllC majesty's tern to­
ries in Europe,.to or from the said territories of his 
britannic majf s y in El;rope, or to or from the said 
United States, which shall not equally extend to all 
other nations. 

No higher or other duties or charges shall be 
imposed in any of the ports of the United States on 
British vessels, than those payable in the same 
ports by vessels of the United States; nor in the 
ports of his b itann"fu ma]est,I's territories in Eu­
rope on the ves~e!8 of the Ulllted States than shall 
be tPayab!e in the same ports on British ye.~s('k 

The same duties shall be paid on the importa­
tion into the United States of any articles, th<: 
growth, producp-, or manufacture of hi!:! britannic 
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majesty's teritories in Europe, whether su~h im~ 
portation shaH be in vessels of the United States 
or in British vessel~, and the same duties shall be 
paid on the importation into the ports of any of 
his britannic majesty's territories in Europe of 
any article, the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of the United States, whether such importation 
shall be in British vessels or in vessel$' of the 
United States. 

The same duties shall be paid, and the same 
bounties allowed on the exportation of any articles, 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of his britan­
nic majesty's territories in Europe to the United 
States, whether such exportation shall be in ves­
sels of the United States, or in British vessels; 
and the same duties shall be paid, and the same 
bounties allowed on the exportation of any arti­
cles, the growth, produce, or manufacture of the 
United States to his britannic majesty's territories 
in Europe, whether such exportation shall be in 
British vessels, or in vessels of the United States. 

It is further agreed, that in all cases where draw­
backs are, or may be allowed upon the re.exporta­
tion of any goods, the growth, produce, or manu­
facture of either country, respectively, the amount 
of the said drawbacks shall be the same, whether 
the said goods shall have been originally import­
ed in a British or American vessel; but when such 
re.exportation shall take place from the United 
States in a British vessel, or from the territories of 
his britannic majesty in Europe in an Americall 
\'essel, to any other foreign nation, the two con­
tracting parties reserve to themselves, respective­
ly, the right of regulating. or diminishing, in such 
ca"e, the amount of the said drawback. 

The intercourse between the United States and 
h;s britannic majesty's possessions in the West-
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indies, and o~ the continent of North .:\merica, 
shall not be affected by any of the provisions of 
this article, but earh party sha' remain in the com­
plete possession of its righC, with respect to sHch 
an intercourse. 

ARTICLE III. 

His britannic majesty agrees that the vessels 
of the United States of America shall be admitted 
and hospitably received at the principal settle­
ments of the British dominions in the East-Indi($, 
"idelicet: Calcutta, Madras, Bomb:>y, and Prince 
of 'Vales' Island, and that the citizens of the said 
United States, may freely carryon trade between 
the ",aid principal settlements and the said United 
States, in all articles of which the importation and 
exportation, r~spectively, to and from the said ter­
ritories, shall not be entirely prohibited: provided 
only, that it ~hallllot be lawful for them, in ani 
time of war between the British governmcnt and 
any state or power whatevcr, to export from th(· 
said territories, without the special permi~sion of 
the British government, any military stores or na­
val stores. or rice. The citizens of the United 
States, shall pay for their vessels, when admitted, 
no higher or other duty or charge than shall be 
payable on the vessels of the most favoured Euro­
pean nations, and they shall pay no higher or other 
duties or charges on the importation or exporta­
tion of the cargoes of the said ycsseh, than shall 
be payable on the samc articles wLlen imported 
or exported in the vessels of the most favourcd 
E<Jl'Opean nations. 

But it is expressly agreed, that the vessels of 
the United States shaH not ('arrv any arti­
cles from the said principal liettle;l1cnts' to any 

9. 
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port or place, except to some port or place in the 
Upited States of America, where the same shall 
be unladen. 

It is also understood, that thejermission grant..: 
cd by this article, is not to exten to allow the ves­
sels of the United States to carryon any part of 
the coastino- trade of the said British terrItories; 
but the ves~els of the United States having, in the 
first instance, proceeded to one of the said princi­
pal settlements of the British dominions in the East­
Indies, and then going with their original cargoes, 
or part thereof, from one of the said principal set­
tlements to another, shall not be considered as 
carryin~ on the coasting trade. The vessels 
of the United States may also touch for refresh­
ment, but not for commerce, in the course of their 
voyage to or from the British territories in India, 
or to or from the dominions of the emperor of 
China, at the Cape of Good Hope, the Island of St. 
Helena, or such other places as may be in the pos­
gession of Great Britain, in the African or Indian 
seas; it being well understood that in all that re­
gards this article, the citizens of the United States 
~hall be subject, in all respects, to the laws and 
regulations of the British government, from time 
\.1) time established. 

ARTICLE IV. 

It. shall he fr~e for each of ~he two contracting 
pm'llcs, respectively, to appomt consuls for the 
prote{'tion of trade, to reside in the dominions and 
territories of the other party; but, before any con­
sul shall act as such, he shall in the usual form be 
approved and admitted by the gover~ment to 
·which he is sent; and it is hereby declared, that 
in case of illegal or imIJroper conduct towards the 
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laws or government of the country to which he· is 
sent, such consul may either be punished accord­
ing to law, if the laws will reach the case, or be 
sent back, the offended government assigning to 
the other the reasons for the same. 

It is hereby declared, that either of the con­
tracting parties, may except from the resideilce of 
consuls, such particular plac~s as such party shaH 
judge fit to be so excepttd. 

ARTICLE V. 

This convention, when the same shall have been 
duly ratified by the president of the United St2.te:=o, 
by and with the advice and consent of their Se­
nate, and by his britannic majesty~ and the respect­
ive ratifications mutually exchanged, shall be 
binding and obligatory on the said United ~tates 
and his majesty for four years from the date of its 
signature; and the r~tifications shall be exchan~ed 
in six months from this time. or sooner, ifpossibJe. 

Done at London, this third day of J ulv, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hun­
dred and fifteen. 

(L. s.) 

JOHN Q. ADAMS, 
HENRY CLAY, 
ALBERT GALLATE\'. 
F . .T. ROBINSO\", 
HENRY GOULBURN~ 
'VILLfAM ADAMS. 

Now, therefore, be it known, that I, J,UlES M.·.· 
OlSON, president of the United States of America, 
having seen and considered the foregoing com-en­
tion~ have~ by and with tbp a<ivi('f' (lnrt ('()n~f'nt r.; 
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the Senate, accepted, ratified, and connrmed thl! 

same, and every clause and article thereof, subjec~ 
to the exception contained in a decl~ration ma,de 
by the authority of his britannic majesty, on th'if 
twenty-fourth day of November last, a copy of 
which declaration is hereu'rito annexed. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal 
of the United States to be hereunto affixed, 
and have signed the same with my hand. 

(L. s.) Done at the city of Washington, this 
twenty-second dayof December, A. D. one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and 01 
the Independence of the' United States the 
fortieth. 

By the President: 
JAMES MADISON. 

JAMES. MONROE 

Secretar'll of State. 
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DECLARATION. 

The undersigned, his britannic majesty's charge 
d'affaires in the U ntted Stafies of ~merica, is com­
manded by his royal highness the priffce reo-ent, 
acting in the name and on the behalf of his

b 
ma­

jesty, to explain and declare, upon the exclianO'e 
of the ratifications of the convention concluded~t 
.London, on the third of July of the present year, 
for regulating the commerce and navigation be­
tween the two countries, that in consequence of 
events which have happened in Europe subse-: 
quent to the signature of the convention aforesaid, 
it has been deemed expedient, and determined, in 
conjunction with the allied sovereigns, that St. 

, He!ena shall be the place allotted for the future 
residence of general Napoleon Bonaparte, under 
such regulations as may be necessary for the per­
fect security of his person, and it has been resolv­
ed, for that purpose, that all ships and vessels what­
ever, as well British ships and vessels as others, 
excepting only ships belonging to the East-India 
com,pany, shall be excluded from all communica­
tion with, or approach to that island. 

It has therefore become impossible to comply 
with so much of the third article of the treaty as 
relates to the liberty of touching for refreshment 
at the island of St. Helena, and the ratifications of 
the said treaty will be exchanged under the expli­
cit declaration and understandmv, that th'~ v('ssels 
of the United States cannot be~al1owed to touch 
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at, or hold any eommunicationwhatever with the 
said island, so long as the said island shall continue 
to be the place of residence of the said Napoleon 
Bonaparte. 

(Signed,) 

ANTHONY ST. JOHN BAKER. 

Washington, N(Jv.24, 1815. 
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