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INTRODUCTTION,

HE Writer of thefe Memoirs has been induced to print them by a

varicty of reafons, among which the following are included. Acltions
erroneoufly attributed to Others may be reftored to Thofe who really per-
formed them: His own memory may be renewed, and preferved in their
bofoms, whofe patronage and confidence he acknowledges with pride and
gratitude ; while, at the fame time, he bears teftimony to the merits of thofe
excellent officers and foldiers whom it was his goed fortune to ccmmand,
during the late war in America: a war which he always confidered as
forced upon Great Britain, and in which he ferved from principle. Events,
however unfortunate, can neither alter its nature nor cancel his opinion.
Had he fuppofed it to have been unjuft, he would have refigned his com-
miflion; for no true foldier and fervant of his country will ever admit that
& Britith officer can diveft himfelf of the duties of a citizen, or in a civil
conteft is bound to fupport the caufe his confcience rejes.

The command of a light corps, or, asitis termed, the fervice of a parti-
zan, is generally efteemed the beft mode of inftruction for thofe who aim at
higher ftations; as it gives an opportunity of exemplifying profeflionalac-
Auifitions, fixes the habit of felf-dependance for refources, and obliges to
that prompt decifion which in the common rotation of duty fubordinate
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INTRODUCTT1ION

officers can feldom exhibit, yet without which none can be qualified for any
truft of importance. To attain this employment was therefore an early
object with the author; nor could he be diverted from his purpofe by the
fhameful charalter of difhonefty, rapine, and falfehood, fuppofed to attend
it; at leaft by thofe who formed their judgment on the couverfation of fuch
officers as had been witnefles to the campaigns in Germany. He had fairer
examples to profit from ; as the page of military hiftory fcarcely details
more fpirited exertions in this kind of fervice, than what diftinguithingly
marked the laft civil commotions in England ; and Mafley’s well-known
faying, « that he could not look upon the goods of any Englithman as thofe
“ of an enecmy,” delineated the integrity of the citizen, and the honourable
policy of the foldicr.

His intimate conneclion with that moft upricht and zealous officer the
late Admiral Graves, who commanded at Bofton in the year 1773, and fome
fervices which he was pleafed to intruft him with, brought him acquainted
with many of the American Loyalifts: fiom them he foon learned the
practicability of raifing troops in the country whenever it thould be opened to
the King's forces ; and the propricty of fuch a meafure appeared to be felf-
cvident.  He therefore importuned Admiral Graves to afk of General
Gage that he might enlift fuch nzgross as were in Bofton, and with thern
put himfelf under the dire&tion of Sir James Wallace, who was then
actively engaged at Rhode Ifland, and to ~whom that colony had oppofed
negroes ; adding to the Admiral, who feemed furprized at his requeft, « that
“ he entertained no doubt he fhould foon exchange them for whijtes:”
General Gage, on the Admiral's application, informed him that the negroes
were not {ufficiently numerous to be ferviceable, and that he had other cm-
ployment for thofe who were in Bofton.

When the army failed from Halifax for Staten ifland, the author was
Captain of the grenadier company of the 4oth regiment, and during the
time of winter quarters at Brunfwick, in 1776, went purpcfely to New-
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York to folicit the command of the Quecen’s Rangers, then vacant. The
boat he was in, being driven from the place of its deftination, he was ex-
ceedingly chagrined to find that he had arrived fome hours too late: but he
defired that Col. Cuyler, Sir William Howe's Aid-de-Camp, would mention
his coming thither to him, as well as his defign. On the army's em-
barking for the Chefapeak, he wrote to General Grant, under vhom he had
ferved, requefting his good offices in procuring him a command like that
of the Qucen’s Rangers, if any other corps intended for {imilar employment
fhould be raifed in the country, to which the expedition was deftined.

Thefe circumftances are related, not only as introdutory to the fubfe-
quent journal, but to thew how very carly his thoughts were bent on at-
taining the command of a corps raifed in America, for the active duty of
light troops.

The journal, as it is, in its own nature, not generally interefting, and
guarded from any obfervations foreign to the fubject, he by no means wifhes
to obtrude upon the public; but hopes it will be favourably received by
thofe to whom he fhall offer it as a teftimony of refpect, and with whom it
may claim fome indulgence, as the particular nature and event of the
American war gives a degree of confequence to operations however minute :
for it terminated not in the lofs of fomc petty fortrefs, or trivial ifland, but
in the divulfion of a continent from a continent ; of a world from a world.

The officer who condultsa light corps properly, will in his fmall {phere
make ufe of the fame principles which Generals apply to the regulation of
armics. He will naturally imitate the commanders under whom he ferves ;
while the individuals of his corps (for in fuch a fervice only individuals be-
come of importance) will manifeft a {pirit which probably the whole army
may poflefs without having fimilar opportunities of calling it intoaction.

Hiftory cannot produce examples of more ardent zeal in the fervice of their
country, than that which characterized the Britifh officers and foldiers in
America. They defpifed all thofe conveniencies without which it would be
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thought impracticable for European armies to move. They did not tamely
wait for the moment of exertion in the precife line of their duty, but boldly
fought out danger and death; and no fooner was one officer loft on any
hazardous fervice than many competitors appeared to fucceed in the poft of
honor. It was this fpirit which, among uncommon difficulties, fo frequently
triumphed over numbers ofbrave, fkilful, and enterprizing opponents. The
Britifh foldier who thought himfelf fuperior, actually became fo; and the
afcendency which he claimed was in many inftances importantly admitted
by his antagonif’ts. Nor was this {pirit, the refult of principle, confined to
the operations of the field : it was fhewn in the hour of civil perfecution and
rigorous imprifonment ; in fituations where coolnefs fupplies the place of
activity, and thought precedes cxecution. General Gage in a celebrated
letter to Wathington at the commencement of the war, had faid, * that fuch
“ trials would be met with the fortitude of martyrs;” and the behaviour of
the Loyalifts amply confirmed his prophefy.

The Britith Generals were commonly obliged to hazard their armies
without any poflibility of retreat in cafe of mifadventure : they trufted to the
{pirit and difcipline of their troops ; and the decifion, with which they rifked
themf{elves, forms the moft ftriking and fingular feature of the American
war. Nor was this only done when the armics were in their full force; by
Sir William Howe in his campaigns, particularly in the glorious battle of the
Brandywine; by Sir Henry Clinton in his celebrated march through the
Jerfies; by Earl Cornwallis in a latter period at Guildford, when the war
was transferred to the Carolina’s; and eminently by Lord Rawdon, who was

“ Left to bide the difadvantage of a ficld

“ Where nothing but the found of Britain’s name

“ Did feem defenfible ;”—but the fame {pirit was infufed into the
fmalleft operations ; and the light troops in their enterprizes, confident in
the fuperiority of their compofition, {carcely admitted the idea of retreat, or
ralculated againtt the contingency of a repulfe.  An account of the Quecen’s
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Rangers, and their operations, will elucidate the preceding pofitions ; fhew
in fuch a point of view their fimilitude to the Britith army, and contain, as
1t were, an epitome of its hiftory.

This Journal alledges no fact but what the author believes to be true ; the
frequent introduction of his own name may appear redundant, but is abfo-
lutely neecflary to the perfpicuity of the work. He never valued himfelf fo
highly on the actions which it was his good fortune to perform to the fatisfac-
tion of his fuperiors, as voluntarily to prefcribe them for the boundaries of
his profeflional ambition.  Yet, as a Britifh officer, fhould he live to double
the number of years which he has already devoted to the fervice of his country,
it is fcarcely poffible that he fhall ever be appointed to fo important a truft as
that which he folicited, when he offered to fortify and maintain Billing’s Port :
And as an European foldier, and an Europecan {ubjelt, what ficld for honor-
able enterprize can ever be {o wide, as that which he would have expatiated
in, had he according to his own plan, joined the Indians; dire¢ted them to
collateral exertion; and affociating the Loyalifts of the back countries zea-
lous in the Britifh caufe, united them with the enemies of Congrefs ; fet be-
tore them the Queen’s Rangers as their moft neceflary guides and examples ;
led the whole combination to inceffant and adventurous action during the
war ; and if vi¢torious, had remained at their head in that hour when Ame-
rica was declared independent by a critical and unexpected peace !

A JOURNAL
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ON the 15th of O&ober, 1777, Sir William Howe was pleafed
to appoint Captain Simcoe of the Grenadiers, with the Provin-
cial rank of Major, to the command of the Queen’s Rangers; the
next day he joined that regiment, which was encamped with the
army in the vicinity of German-Town.

On the 1gth the army marched to Philadelphia, the Queen’s Ran-
gers formed the rear guard of the left column, and, in the encamp-
ment, their poft was on the right of the line, in front of the village of
Kenfington; the army extending from the Delaware to the Schuylkill.

On the 20th the regiment was augmented with nearly an hundred
men, who had been enlifted by Captain Smyth during the various
marches from the landing of the army in the Chefapeak to this period.

This was a very feafonable recruit to the regiment ; it had fuffered
materially in the acion at Brandywine, and was too much reduced in
numbers to be of any efficient fervice ; but if the lofs of a great
number of gallant officers and foldiers had been feverely felt, the im-
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preflion which that action had left upon their minds was of the
higheft advantage to the regiment; officers and foldiers became
known to each other; they had been engaged in a more ferious man-
ner, and with greater difadvantages than they were likely again to
meet with in the common chance of war; and having extricated
themfelves moft gallantly from fuch a fituation, they felt themfelves
invincible. This fpirit vibrated among them at the time Major
Simcoe joined them ; and it was obvious, that he had nothing to do
but to cherith and preferve it.  Sir Wiiliam Howe, in confequence
of their behaviour at Brandywine, had promifed that all promotions
fhould go in the regiment, and accordingly they now took place.

The Queen’s Rangers had been originally raifed in Connelticut,
and the vicinity of New-York, by Colonel Rogers, for the duties
which their name implies, and which were detailed in his commifiion;
at one period they muftered above four hundred men, all Americans,
and all Loyalifts. Hardfhips and neglet had much reduced their
rumbers, when the command of them was given to Colonel French,
and afterwards to Major Weymefs, to whom Major Simcoe {ucceeded ;
their officers alfo had undergone a material change ; many gentlemen
of the fouthern colonies who had joined Lord Dunmore, and diftin-
guifhed themfelves under his orders, were appointed to fuperfede
thofe who were not thought competent to the commiffions they had
hitherto borne ; to thefe were added fome volunteers from the army,
the whole confifting of young men, a&ive, full of love of the fervice,
emulous to diftinguith themfelves in it, and looking forward to obtain,
through their actions, the honor of being enrolled with the Britith
army.

The Provincial corps, now forming, were raifed on the fuppofed
influence which their officers had among their loyal countrymen,
and were underftood to be native American Loyalifts ; added to an
cqual chance among thefe, a greater refource was opened to the
Queen’s Rangers, in the exclufive privilege of enlifting old country-

men
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men (as Europeans were termed in America), and deferters from the
rebel army ; fo that could the officers to wwhom the Commander in
Chief delegated the infpection of the Provincial corps have executed
their orders, the Queen’s Rangers, however dangeroufly and inceflantly
employed, would never have been in want of recruits ; at the fame
time, the original Loyalifts, and thofe of this defcription, who were
from time to time enlifted, forming the grofs of the corps, were
the fource from whence it derived its value and its difcipline ;
they were men who had already been exiled for their attachment to
the Britith government, and who now aced upon the firmeft prin-
ciples in its defence ; on the contrary, the people they had to oppofe,
however charaterifed by the enemies of Great Britain, had never
been confidered by them as engaged in an honourable caufe, or fight-
ing for the freedom of their country ; they eftimated them not by
their werds, but by an intimate obfervance of their actions, and to
civil defecration, experience had taught them to add military con-
tempt. Such was the compofition of the Queen’s Rangers, and the
{pirit that animated it.

The junéion of Captain Smyth’s company augmented the regiment
into eleven companies, the number of which was equalized, and the
eleventh was formed of Highlanders. Several of thofe brave men,
who had been defeated in an attempt to join the army in North Caro-
lina, were now in the corps; to thofe others were added, and the
command was given to Captain M<Kay ; they were furnifhed with
the Highland drefs, and their national piper, and were pofted on the
left flank of the regiment, which confifted of eight battalion , a gre-
nadier, and light infantry company. Upon the march from Ger-
man Town to Kenfington, Sir William Erfkine, in dire¢ting what
duties Major Simcoe fhould do, had told him to call upon him for
dragoons whenever he wanted them ; upon this, Major Simcoe took
the liberty of obferving, ¢¢ that the cloathing and habiliments of the

¢¢ dragoons were fo different from thofe of the Queen’s Rangers (the
B2 ““ one



[ 4 1]

“ one being in red, and with white belts, eafily feen at a diftance,
*¢ and ¢he other in green, and accoutred for concealment), that he
“ thought it would be morc ufcful to mount a dozen foldiers of the
¢« reriment.”  Sir William Erfkine highly approved of the idea, and
it a fuitable number of horfes, faddles, and {words ; fuch men
were felecled for the fervice as the officers recommended for f{pirit
1d prefence of mind; they were put under the direction of Kelly,
a ferjeant of diftinguifhed gallantry. A light corps, augmented as
that of the Queen’s Rangers was, and employed on the duties of an
ontpoft, had no opportunity of being inftructed in the general difci-
pline of the army, nor indeed was it very neceflary : the moft im-
portant duties, thofe of vigilance, activity, and patience of fatigue,
were beft learnt in the field ; a few motions of the manual exercife
were thought fuflicient ; they were carefully inftru&ted in thofe of
firing, but above all, attention was paid to inculcate the ufe of the
bayonet, and a total rehance on that weapon. The divifions being
iully othcered, and weak in numbers, was of the greateft utility, and
~in many trying fituations was the prefervation of the corps ; two files
in the centre, and two on each flank, were direGted to be compofed
of trained foldiers, without regard to their fize or appearance. It
was explained, that no rotation, except in ordinary duties, thould take
place among light troops, but that thofe officers would be felected
tor any fervice who appeared to be moft capable of executing it : it
was alfo enforced by example, that no fervice was to be meafured by
the numbers employed on it, but by its own importance, and that
five men, in critical fituations or employment, was a more honour-
able command than an hundred on common duties. Serjeants guards
were in a manner abolithed, a circamftance to which in a great mea-
{ure may be attributed, that no centinel or guard of the Queen’s
Rangers was ever furprifed; the vigilance of a gentleman and an officer
being tranfcendantly fuperior to that of any non-commiffioned officer
vhatfoever. An attention to the interior ceconomy of a company,

indifpenfable
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indifpenfuble as it is, by no means forins the moft pleafing military
duty upon fervice, where the oflicer looks up to fomething more ef-
fentially ufeful, and values himfelf upon its execution. A young
corps raifed in the midft of active fervice, and without the habits of
difcipline, which are learnt in time of peace, required the {trilteft
attention in this point. It was obferved, that regularity in mefiing,
and cleanlinefs in every refpect, conduced to the health of the foldier ;
and from the numbers that each regiment brought into the field,
fuperior officers would in general form the beft eftimate of the atten-
tion of a corps toits interior ceconomy; and to enforce the performance
of thefe duties in the ftrongeft manner, it was declared in public or-
ders, “¢ that to fuch only when in the field, the commanding oflicer
‘“ would entruft the dutics of it, who fhould execute with {pirit what
‘¢ belongs to the interior ceconomy of the regiment when in quarters,”
To avoid written orders as much as pofiible, after the morning pa-
rade, the officers attended, as the German cuftom is, and received
verbally whatever could be fo delivered to them, and they were de-
clared anfwerable that every written order was read to the men on
their feparate parades.

Near the end of October the Queen’s Rangers were directed to pa-
trole beyond Frankfort, four miles from Philadelphia ; it was the day
that Colonel Donop made his unfortunate attempt on Red Bank ;
they advanced as far as the Red Lion, which feveral of the rebel
officers had left a few minutes before.

The country in front of Philadelphia, where the Queen’s Rangers
were employed, was in general cleared ground, but interfeGed with
many woods ; the fields were fenced out with very high railing : the
main road led ftrait from Philadelphia to Briftol Ferry on the Dela-
ware ; about five miles from Philadelphia, on this road, was Frank-
fort Creek which fell into the Delaware nearly at that diftance, and
the angle that it formed was called Point-no-Point, within which
were many good houfes and plantations.

Beyond
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Beyond the bridge over the creek, on a height, was the village of
Frankfort ; below the bridge it was not fordable, but it was eafily
raffed in many places above it. The rebels frequently patrolled as
far as Frankfort, and to a place called the Rocks, about a mile be-
yond it. Four miles farther was Pennypack Creek, over which
was a bridge ; three miles beyond this was the Red Lion tavern,
and two miles further was Briftol, a {mall town oppofite Burling-
ton : this road was the necareft to the river Delaware; nearly pa-
rallel to it was the road to York, which was attended to by the light
infantry, of the guards, and the army ; there were many crofs roads
that interfected the country between thefe main roads, a moft perfect
knowledge of which was endeavoured to be acquired by maps, drawn
from the information of the country people, and by ocular obfer-
vation.

The village of Kenfington was feveral times attacked by the rebel
patrolling parties ; they could come by means of the weods very near
to it undifcovered ; there was a road over a {mall creek teo Point-no-
Point ; to defend this a houfe was made mufket proof, and the bridge
taken up ; cavalry only approached to this poft, for it lying, as has
been mentioned, 1in an angle between the Delaware and the Frankfort
road, infantry were liable to be cut off ; on the left there was a knowl
that overlooked the country ; this was the poft of the piquet in the
day-time, but corn fields high enough to conceal the approach of
an enemy reached to its bafis; centinels from hence inclined to the
left and joined thofe of Coloncl Twifleton’s (now Lord Say and
Sele) light infantry of the guards, fo that this hill proje¢ted forward,
and on that account was ordered by Sir William Erfkine not to be
defended if attacked in force, and it was withdrawn at night. It was
ufual, if the enemy approached, to quit this poft ’till fuch time as the
corps could get under arms, and the light infantry of the guards were
informed of it; when, marching up the road, the enemy fearing
to be fhut up within the creck that has been mentioned, abandoned

their
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their ground and generally fuffered in their retreat to the woods. At
night the corps was drawn back to the houfes nearer Philadelphia,
and guards were placed behind breaftworks, made by heaping up the
fences in fuch points as commanded the avenues to the village, (which
was laid out and enclofed in right angles); thefe were themfelves
overlooked by others that conftituted the alarm poft of the different
companies. Fires alfo were made in particular places before the
picquet, to difcover whatfoever thould approach. Before day the
whole corps was under arms, and remained fo ’till the picquets
returned to their day poft, which they refumed, taking every pre-
caution againft ambufcades ; thelight infantry of the guards advanced
their picquets at the fame time, and Colorel Twifleton was an
admirable pattern for attention and {pirit, to all who ferved with
him. He was conftantly with the picquets, which generally found
out the enemy’s patroles, and interchanged fhot with them: his
horfe was one morning wounded by a rifle fhot. The mounted men
of the Queen’s Rangers were found very ferviceable on thefe occafions.
The woods in the front were every day diminithing, being cut down
for the ufes of the army, and the enemy kept at a greater diftance.
An attempt was made to furprize the rebel poft at Frankfort ; by
orders from head quarters the Queen’s Rangers were to march near to
the bridge at Frankfort, and to lay there in ambufcade ’till {fuch time
as Major Gwyn, who made a circuit with a detachment of cavalry,
thould fall into the rear of the town.  Accordingly the corps
marched through bye paths, and attained its pofition: fome dragoons
at the appointed time paffed the bridge from Frankfort. The light
was not {ufficient to enable the rangers to difcover whether they were
friends or enemies, ’till upon their turning back and hearing a fhot,
the corps ruthed into the town ; unfortunately, either by accident or
from information, the rebel poft had been withdrawn. Some days
after the Queen’s Rangers, with thirty dragoons of the 16th, under
Lieutenant Pidcock, marched at midnight to attempt the fame poft ;

after
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after making a circuit, and nearly attaining the rear of the Jolly Poft,
the public houfe where the guard was kept, the party fell in with a
patrole ; this was cut off from the houfe; it luckily did not fire,
but ran towards the wood : the detachment was carefully prevented
from firing. No time was loft in the purfuit of the enemy, but the
infantry croffed the fields immediately in the rear of the houfe, and a
difpofition was formed for attacking it, in cafe, as it well might have
been, it fhould be defended : the cavalry made a circuit to the road
in the rear, and the poft was compleatly furprized. An officer and
twenty men were taken prifoners, two or three of whom were
{lightly wounded in an attempt to efcape; they were militia, and
what is very remarkable, they had the word ¢ Richmond” chalked
in their hats ; the officer faid ‘“ Richmond was the counterfign, and
““ that he chalked it there that his men might not forget it.” Ser-
jeant Kelly difmounted an officer, and in purfuit of another man,
left him; the officer gave his watch to another dragoon ; it was
however adjudged to the ferjeant, as he was the perfon who dif-
mounted him, {pared his life, and purfued his duty. It is not
improper here to obferve, that formerly Major Simcoe had forbidden
the 1oldiers to take watches, and indeed did fo after this, ’till he
accidentally overheard a man fay it was not worth while to bring in a
prifoner : he therefore made it a rule, that any one who took a
prifoner, if he publicly declared he had his watch, thould keep it; fo
that no foldier was interefted to kill any man. This {pirit of taking
av muay prifoners as poffible was moft earneftly attempted to be
inculcated, and not without fuccefs. Soon after, as a ftrong patrole
of cavalry, under Major Gwyn, was out, fome of its men returned
in great confufion, faying, ¢ that they were attacked by a fuperior
¢ body, both in frontand rear:” at the fame time Colonel Twifleton
and Major Simcce, who were on the Knowl, occupied by the
picquet of the Rangers, could perceive by the glittering of arms, a
large body of foot in a wood, near which Major Gwyn was to return,

they
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they immediately took their refpective picquets, about twenty men,
and marched to mafk the wood. The foldiers in camp were ordered
to run to the Knowl, without waiting, and the officer of the picquet
was direCted to form them as faft as they came up, by twelves, and
to forward them under the firft officer or ferjeant who thould arrive.
The whole regiment and the light infantry of the guards were foon on
the march ; the enemy in the wood retreated, and gaining better
intelligence, Colonel Twifleton halted on the verge of it, ’till
Major Gwyn, who had beaten back the enemy, returned. ‘The next
day it was known that Pulafki had commanded the enemy: a fkir-
mith had happened the day before, between f{maller parties, and he,
fuppofing that a large patrole would be fent out from Philadelphia,
obtained the command of a very ftrong one to ambufcade it; but,
however able and {pirited he might be, he was foon convinced that
his irregulars could not withftand the promptitude and ftrength of
the Britifh cavalry.

Parties of the Rangers every day went to Frankfort, where the
enemy no longer kept a fixed poft, tho’ they frequently fent a patrole
to ftop the market people. A patrolling party of the Rangers ap-
proached undifcovered fo clofe to a rebel centinel, pofted upon the
bridge, that it would have been eafy to have killed him. A boy,
whom he had juft examined, was fent back to inform him of this,
and to dire¢t him immediately to quit his poft or that he fhould be
fhot ; he ran off, and the whole party, on his arrival at the
guard, fled with equal precipitation ; nor were there any more cen-
tinels placed there : a matter of fome confequence to the poor people
of Philadelphia, as they were not prevented from getting their flous
ground at Frankfort mills.

It was the obje&, to inftil into the men, that their fuperiority lay
in clofe fight, and in the ufe of the bayonet, in which the individual
courage, and perfonal a&tivity that characterife the Britith foldier can
beft difplay themfelves. The whole corps being together on the

C Frankfort
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Franlfort road, information was received tiat Pulafki with his cavalry
was approaching ; on each fide of the road, for fome diftance, there
was wood, and very hizh rails fenced it frem the road ; the march
vas not interrupted, and the following difpofition was made to attack
him. The light infantry in front were loaued and occupied the whole
fpece of the road Captain Stephenfon, who commanded it, was di-
rected not to fire at one or two men, who might advance, but, either on
their fiiing or turning back, to give notice of his approach, to follow at
a brifl: and fteady rate, and to fire only on the main body when he came
clofe to them.—The eight battalion companies were formed about
thirty feet from the light infantry, in clofe column by companies,
their bayonzts fixed, and not loaded ; they were inftructed not to
heed the enemy’s horfes, but to bayonet the men. The grenadiers
and Highland company were in the rear, loaded; and the directions
given to Captain Armftrong were, that the grenadiers fhould crofs
the fences on the right, and the Highlanders thofe on the left, and
fecure tne flanks ; the men were fo prepared and fo chearful, that if
an opportunity of ruthing on Pulafki’s cavalry had offered, which by
the winding of the road was probable, before they could be put into
career, there remains no doubt upon the minds of thofe who were pre-
{ent, but that it would have been a very honourable day for the Rangers.
On the 3d of November the news of the furrender of General
Burgoyne’s army was communicated in general orders. It was read
to the Rangers on their parade ; and amidft the diftrefs that fuch an
event muft naturally occafion to Englithmen and foldiers, never did
Major Simcoe feel himfelf more elevated, or augur better of the
ofhicers and men he had the honour to command, than when he came
to the reje¢tion of one of the propefed articles, in the following
terms: ““ Sooner than this army will confent to ground their arms
¢ in their encampment, they will ruth on the enemy, determined
* to take no quarter ;" the whole corps thrilled with animation, and
refentment againft the enemy, and with fympathy for their fellow
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foldiers : it would have been the moft favourable moment, had the
enemy appeared, to have attacked them.

Major Grymes, a Virginia gentleman of loyalty, education, and
fortune, who was fecond Major of the Queen’s Rangers, at this
time refigned his commiffion, to the great regret of Major Simcoc
and of the corps, whofc confidence he had won by extricating
them from a very difadvantageous fituation, by a decifive and bold
exertion at Brandywine: he was fucceeded in duties, with the runk
of Captain Commandant, by Lieutenant Rofs of the 3gth regiment,
with whofe intrepidity, and zeal for the fervice, Major Simcoe was
well acquainted.

The redoubts in front of Philadelphia being finithed, the advance
picquets were withdrawn and pofted in them, that of the Queen’s
Rangers excepted ; it remained without the redoubt, tho’ it had
fallen back much nearer to it : it was liable to infult, but it would
have been difficult to have furprized it. "The Knowl was f{iiil the
out-poft, and the generl place to which many of the officers of the
line rode, in order to lauzh at the mounted men and their habili-
ments; but other troops of cavalry were now raifing, and the
utility of them, through all the ridicule of bad horfes and want of
appointments, became very obvious.

On General Wathington’s occupying the camp at Whitemarfh,
Sir William Howe thought proper to move towards him, and the
army marched accordingly on the sth of December; the Queen’s
Rangers were ordered to flank the right of the bagzage. The army
encamped on Chefnut-Hill and its vicinity ; and the picquet of the
Rangers made fires on the road that led to it, fo that the approach
of any parties of the enemy could eafily be feen. The army re-
mained the next day in the fame pofition. On the ~th, at night,
Major Simcoe with the Queen’s Rangers, and a party of dragoons
under Captain Lord Cathcart, took up the pofition of fome of the
troops who had retired ; this poft was fometime afterwards quitted
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in oreat filence, and he joined the column that was marching
undzr General Grey. The General marched all night, and on
apprcaching the enemy’s out-poft, he formed his column into three
divifions ; the advanced guard of the center confifted of the Heflian
Yagers, who marched vitiy their cannon up the road that led through
the wood, in which th: enemy’s light troops were pofted ; the light
infantry of the guards advanced upon the right, and the Queen’s
Xanzers on the left; the enemy were outflanked on each wing, and
were turned in attemptinz to efcape by the unparellelled {wiftnefs of
the lizht infantry of the guards, and driven acrofs the fire of the
Yagers, and the'Queen’s Rangers. The lofs of the rebels was com-
puted at near an hundred, with little or none on the part of the
King's troops ; a mounted man of the Queen’s Rangers, in the pur-
fuit, was killed by a Yuger, througzh miftake: he wore a helmet that
had been taken from a rebel patrole a icw days before. General
Grey was pleated to exprefs himfelf highly fatisfied with the order,
and rapidity with which the Rangers advanced. The night was
paffed in a wood not far from the enemy’s camp. The next day Major
Simcoe patrolled in the vicinity : he left the infantry of his party at
the edge of the wood, and approached a houfe; the owner of it, who
fuppofed that all the Britith {oldiers wore red, was eafily impofed
upon to believe him a rebel officer, and a cow-bell being, as pre-
concerted, rang in the wood, and an Officer gallopping to Major Simcoe
and telling him, that the Britith were marauding and hunting the
cattle, the man had no doubt of the matter, and inftantly acquiefced
in a propofal to fetch fome more cavalry to feize the Britith; he
accordingly mounted his horfe and gallopped off. The ambufcade
was properly laid for whomfoever he fhould bring, when Captain
André came with orders to retreat, the column being already in
motion ; the infantry were fcarce fent off and the mounted men
following, when about thirty of the rebel dragoons appeared in fight

and
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and on the gallop ; they fired feveral carbine Liot, v no purpoi,
The army returned to Philadelphia.

The difafter that happened to the mounted Ranger determined
Major Simcoe to provide high caps, which mizht at once auitinouith
them both from the rebel army and their own; the mounted men were
termed Huzzars, were armed with a fwvord, and fuch piftols us could ke
bought, or taken from the enemy; Major Simcoe’s with was to add
a dagger to thefe arms, not only as ufeful in clofe ation, but to lead
the minds of the foldier to expet that decifive mode of combat.
Several good horfes had been taken from the rebels, fo that the
Huzzars were now well mounted, on hardy ferviceable horfes, which
bore a very unufual fhare of fatigue. Lieutenant Wickham, an
othcer of quicknefs, and courage, was appointed to command them,
and a ferjeant of the 16th regiment of light dragoons attended their
parade, to give them regularity in its dutics.

Several men having deferted, Major Simcoe direéted that the coun-
terfign fhould not be given to the centinels; they were ordered to
ftop any perfons at a diftance, more than one, untill the guard turned
out; and in pofting of centinels, the rule was, to place them fo,
that, if poffible, they could fee and not be feen, and in diffcrent
pofts in the night from thofe of the day. Near high-roads, double
Centinels, without being loaded, were advanced beyond the front of the
chain; thefe were compofed of old foldiers, who, with all others,
were feduloufly inftructed to challenge very loud. The centinels
were relieved every hour. The fubaltern frequently patrolled, as
did the captain of the day, and the field officers : the confequence
was, that the Queen’s Rangers never gave a falfe alarm, or had a
Centinel furprized, during the war. It is remarkable, that a man de-
ferted at this time, who left all his necefluries, regimentals excepted :
he had lately come from Europe, and, to all appearance, had enlifted
merely to facilitate his joining the rebel army.
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Tt may be here a proper place to defcribe the country in front of Phi-
ladelphia ; and the general duties on which the Queen’s Rangers were
employed, during the winter.

The road on the right, and neareft the Delaware, has been already
mentioned by the name of the Frankfort road: from the center of
Philadelphia, the main road led up the country, and about two miles
off, at the Rifing Sun, it branched into the Old York road on the
richt, and that of the Germantown on the left. The light infantry
of the guards patrolled up the York-Town road, as that of the line
did the German-Town ; thofe that ran on the fide of the Skuylkill,
were in front of the Yagers, and patrolled by them. The Queen’s
Rangers, by their pofition, were at the greateft diftance from Mr.
Wathington’s camp, which was now at Valley Forge, beyond the
Skuylkill, and as the courfe of the Delaware inclined away from the
Rkuylkill, the diftance was confiderably increafed ; fo that no detach-
ment from his camp could have been made without extreme hazard ;
from the York-Town road, therefore, on the left, and the Delaware
river on the right, Major Simcoe felt no apprehenfions ; when he paffed
I'rankfort creek in front he was to be guided by circumftances. The
ceneral directions he received was to fecure the country, and facilitate
the inhabitants bringing in their produce to market.

To prevent this intercourfe, the enemy added, to the fevere exer-
tions of their civil powers, their militia. The roads, the creeks, and
the general inclination of the inhabitants to the Britith government,
ana to their own profit, aided the endeavour of the Queen’s Rangers.
The redoubt on the right had been garrifoned by the corps, till, on
Major Simcoe’s reprefentation that the duty was too fevere, it was
given to the line : within this redoubt the corps fitted up their bar-
racks. The 4th of January was the firft day fince their landing at
the head of Elk, that any man could be permitted to unaccoutre.

There is not an officer in the world who is ignorant, that per-
mitting the foldier to plunder, or maraud, muft inevivitably deftroy
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him; that, in a civil war, it muft alienate the larze body of people,
who, in fuch a conteft, are defirous of neutrality, and four their minds
into diffatisfaction : but, however obvious the neceflity may be, there
is nothing more difficult than for a commander in chicf to prevent
marauding. 'The numerous orders that are extant in King Charles’
and the Parliament’s army, prove it in thofc dieadful times; and the
Duke of Argyle, in his defcription of the Dutch auxiliaries, in the
year 1715, who, he fays, ¢ were mighty apt to miftake friend for foe,”
exemplifies the additional difhiculty where foreign troops are combined
with natives. INo officer could poffibly feel the attention that was ne-
ceffary to this duty more {trongly than Major Simcoe, and he thought
himfelf warranted to declare, when a general order was given out to en-
force it, ¢ that, it is with the utmoft fatisfaction Major Simcoe believes
«¢ there would have been no neceflity for the gencral orders of this
«¢ day, had every corps of the army been as regular, in refpet to
¢¢ their abftaining from plunder and marauding, as the Rangers. He
¢ trufts, that fo truly a military behaviour will be continued; and
<« that the officer and foldier of the corps, will confider it as ho-
¢¢ norable to him as the moft diftinguithed bravery.”  Major Simcoc
took care to prevent the poffibility of plunder, as much as lay in hi,
power : he never halted, if he could avoid it, butin a wood; fent
fafeguards to every houfe ; allowed no man, in marching, to quit his
ranks ; and was, in general fuccefsful in inftilling into the minds of
the men, that while they proteted the country, the inhabitants would
give every information of the enemy’s movements, and ambufcades.
The officers were vigilant in their attention to this duty, and the
foldiers had admirable examples of difcipline and good order, from
the native loyalifts of the corps, who were moftly non-comiriffioned
officers. On the contrary, the rebel patreles, who came to ftop the
markets, were confidered by the country people as robbers ; and pri-
vate fignals were every where eftablithed, by which the fmalleft party of
the Rangers would have been fafe in the patrolling the country. The
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general mode that Major Simcoe adopted was, to keep perfectly fecret
the hour, the road, and the manner of his march ; to penetrate, in
one body, about ten miles into the country. This body generally
marched in three divifions, one hundred yards from each other, fo
that it would have required a large force to have embraced the whole
in an ambuYcade, and either divifion, being upon the flank, ‘it would
have been hazardous for an enemy fo inferior in every refpect, but
numbers, as the rebels were,to have encountered it; at ten or
twelve miles the corps divided, and ambufcaded different roads ; and
at the appointed tire returned home. There was not a bye path
or Ford unknown, and the Huzzars would generally patrole fome
miles in front of the infantry. The market people, who over-night
would get into the woods, came out on the appearance of the corps,
and proceeded uninterruptedly, and from market they had an efcort,
whenever it was prefumed that the enemy was on the Philadelphia
fide of Frankfort to intercept them on their return into the woods.
The infantry, however inclement the weather, feldom marched lefs
than ninety miles a week ; the flank companies, Highlanders, and
Huzzars, frequently more: thefe marches were, by many peopls,
deemed adventurous, and the deftrution of the corps was frequently
prophefied. The detail that has been exhibited, and experience, takes
away all appearance of improper temerity ; and, by thefe patroles,
the corps was formed to that tolerance of fatigue, and marching,
which excelled that of the chofen light troops of the army, as will
hereafter be thewn.

Thefe matters have been dwelt upon, not only as they exhibit what
is conceived to have been the drilling of the Queen’s Rangers for
more important fervices, but, as it proves that the protection of Phi-
ladelphia and the opening a way to its markets, were provided for by

Sir William Howe, and that his orders were fyftematically and
induftrioufly obeyed.

The
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The Huzzars, by this time, were encrcafed to thirty, mounted on
fuch horfes as they had taken from-the enemy; and Enfizn Proftor
was added to them. The country in front of Philadelphia was {o-
raged, and the Queen’s Rangers formed the advance guard of the parties
which made it; but it was with great reluctance that Major Simcoe
faw Point-no-Point included in the general forage, as he had taken
particular care to preferve it from plunder : it is impoflible to protect
any country from the depredations of foraging parties. The cloath-
ing of the Provincials was ferved by contract; the duties of the
Queen’s Rangers would have worn out much better ; they were
obliged, by the inclemency of the weather, to wear the new ones,
without altering. It being determined, for the next year, to clpath
the Provincials in red, Major Simcoe exerted himfelf to preferve the
Rangers in green, and to procure for them green waiftcoats : his purpofc
was to wear the waiftcoats with their {leeves during the campaign, an
to add fleeves to the thell, or outer coat, to be worn over the waiftcoats
in winter: green is without comparifon the beft color for light troops
with dark accoutrements; and if put on in the fpringz, by autumn it
nearly fades with the leaves, preferving its characteriftic of beinn
fcarcely difcernable at a diftance.

At the end of February, General VWayne having been detached
from Wafhington’s army to collect fuch. cattle as were in the lower
Jerfies, Sir William Howe fent Lieutenant-Colonel Abercrombic
down the Delaware, to land and attack him, while Colonel Stirling
with the 42d regiment and the Queen’s Rangers, croffed that river op-
pofite to Philadelphia, and marched to Haddonfield, to intercept him;
at the fame time, a detachment under Colonel Markham pafied over,
and took poft at Cooper’s ferry, to colle€t forage in its vicinity.
Colonel Stirling reached Haddonfield early in the morning; fome
ftragglers of Wayne’s corps had juft left it as he arrived there. The
ground in front of the village was immediatcly occupied: the Queen’s
Rangers on the left, with their left flank to a creek which ncariy
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extended the whole length of their front. A circumftance happened
here, which, tho’ not unufual in America and in the rebel mode of .
warfare, it is prefumed is fingular elfewhere. As Major Simcoe was
on horfeback, in converfation with Lieutenant Whitlock, and near
the out centinels, a rifle was fired, and the ball grazed between them;
the ground they were on beinz higher than the oppofite bank, the
man who had fired was plainly feen, running off: Lieutenant Whit-
lock, with the centinels, purfued him, and the guard followed in
cafe of neceflity, the picquets occupying their place; the man was
turned by Mr. Whitlock, and intercepted, and taken by the cen-
tinels. On being queftioned, ¢ how he prefumed to fire in fuch a
¢ manner ?” he anfwered, ¢ that he had frequently fired at the
¢ Heflians (who a few wceks before had been there), and thought
“ he might as well do fo again.”  As he lived within half a mile of
the fpot, had he not been taken and the patroles pufhed there the
next day, they would have found him, it is probable, employed in his
houthold matters, and ftrenuoufly denying that he either poflefied, or
had fired a gun: he was fent prifoner to Philadelphia. Upon pofting
the guards, ot night, they were augmented fo as to have the rounds
cvery hifteen minutes, and Major Simcoe recomimended to the officer
to be particularly alert, as it was reafonable to prefume that Wayne,
who had been furprized by General Grey, could have but two ideas:
the one of being furprized himfelf, which the diftance prevented; and
the other of retaliation; which, having fecured his convoy and being
mafter of the country, there was every reafon to apprehend and guard
zoaindt,

Early the next morning Major Simcoe was detached to deftroy fuch
boits and ftores as were upon Timber creek, and which had been
conveved thither when the naval armaments on the Delaware were
burnt.  As the boats appeared valuable, and fome Refugees offered to
carry them to Philadelphia, they were accordingly directed to fall
down the creek; when fortunately one hundred and fifty barrels of
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tar, of which the fleet was in want, vrere difcovered, and with this the
boats were laden, and fent to Captain IHammeoend, vwho commanded
the navy in the Delvivare.  The party returncd in the evering with
fome few militia as prifoners, who, from their green cloathing, had
miftaken the Rangers for what. they attempted to appear—Wayne's
rear guard. At rhidnight, Colonel Stirling fent for Major Simcoe,
who found at his quarters one of thofe Refugees to whom the boats
had been intrufted : he related, that during their progrefs down the
creek, they had been attacked by the mulitia of the country, and that
amidft the confufion he got athore, and efcaped. Major Sumcoe was
directed to march as early as poflible, and to quell any of the militia
who might be there, and to give an opportunity for the Refugees,
who moft probably had concealed themfelves in the marthes, to ¢i-
cape. Before day-break Major Simcoe furrounded the houfe of Tew,
a militia lieutenant, with the Huzzars, and mn peric&t fecrecs and
filence lay there untill the arrival of the infantry : Tew was fupyoicd
to have headed fome of his neighbours in arms, as it wos well
known there was no body of men in the country, and only a fev in-
habitants who could pofiibly be colleted. Captain Saunders, with the
cavalry and fome infantry, was fent further down the creek, to pro-
cure information. There was nobody in Tew’s houfe but his viife,
and other females ; fhe was informed, that if her hufband, as wus
fuppofed, appeared to be at the head of the party, who, contrary to
common prudence and the rules of war, had fired upon the boats the
preceding night, his houfc thould be burnt, as an example to deter
others ; at the fame time fhe might have affiftance to rcinove her
furniture, and to fave it in an outhoufe, for which purpofe {cme Re-
fugees, her former neighbours, offered to affift her; and preparations
were accordingly making, when Captain Saunders returned with certain
information, that a predatory party from the thipping at Philadelphia,
imagining themfelves fecure from the troops being at Haddonfield,
had rowed up the creek, and meeting the Refugees, they fired
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upon each other, but the miftake being foon difcovered, they returned
toocther to the Delaware.  Tew’s houfe, of courfe, remained uninjured,
and the troops marched back to Haddonfield, and early the next morn-
ino made an excurfion on the road to Egg-harbour, to get what cattle
and rum (of which there was intelligence) might be found on it. The
advanced part of the corps, and the Huzzars, marched about twenty
miles from Haddonficld ; a few hogtheads of rum and fome cattle
were procured, and fome tobacco deftroyed. On the return, and
about two miles from Haddonfield, Major Simcoe was obferving to
fome officers a peculiar {trong groimd, when, looking back, he faw a
houfe that he had paffed in flames; it was too far gone for all his
endeavours to fave it ; he was exceedingly hurt at the circumitance,
vut neither threats of punifhment, nor offers of reward, could induce
o difcovery : this was the only inftance of a diforder of this nature
that ever happened under his command, and he afterwards knew it
was not perpetrated by any of the Queen’s Rangers. At night, a
man arrived at the outpoft, furnithed with fuch credentials’ as made
it proper to believe his information : his account was, that Wayne
was on his march from mount Holly, to attack the troops at Had-
donfield, and that he intended to make a circuit to fall in upon the
right; the man was immediately forwarded to Colonel Stirling ; and
Major Simcoe remarked to Captain Saunders, his confidential friend,
¢¢ that probably Colonel Stirling would fend for him, and, if any
room fhould be left for confultation, his advice would be, that the
whole corps fhould move forward and ambufcade Wayne’s march
on the ftrong ground which Major Simcoe had remarked a few
hours before ; that every inhabitant of the town fhould be fecured,
and the Huzzars left to take poft at the dire roads; that, upon
information being forwarded to Sir William Howe, Colonel Mark-
¢ ham would probably be fent to Haddonfield, and poffibly a ftrong
*“ corps embarked, and paffed up the Delayare, above Wayne.”
Major Simcoe accerdingly was fent for, but it was to receive direc-
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tions for an immediate retreat : Colonel Stirling underftanding that
the force under Wayne had been fo confiderably augmented, that it
would be imprudent to remain at Haddonfield; his bufinefs there
being compleated, and his intentions, otherwifc, being to return the
next morning; the rum was ftaved, and the whole detachment pre-
pared to march immediately. In confideration of the fatigue of the
Queen’s Rangers, and that there was no probability of any ation,
Major Simcoe folicited to lead the march. In the mean time, fome
of the enemy fired upon the advanced pofts of the Rangers, and madc
great noife to draw their attention that way: this was a frequent
mode of the rebels ; it might have been proper at the moment of
attack, but anticipating it for fome hours, in general it gave a know-
ledge of their defigns, and encreafed a juft and military contempt for
this mode of conduéing them. The night was uncommonly fevere,
and a cold {leet fell the whole way from Haddonfield to Coopet’s ferry,
where the troops arrived late, and the ground being occupied by barns
and forage, they were neceflitated to pafs the coldeft night that they
ever felt, without fire. As dawn arrived, the weather cleared up ;
about three miles and half from Cooper’s ferry, and half a mile
within the dire¢t road to Haddonfield, there was fome forage remain-
ing ; fifty of the 42d and Rangers, under the command of Captain
Kerr, were fent as an efcort to the waggons that went for it. Lieu-
tenant Wickham, with ten Huzzars, was directed by Colonel Stirling
to patrole in his front towards Haddonfield. A few miles off, Lieu-
tenant Wickham met the enemy; he fent information to Captain
Kerr, and to Colonel Stirling, and, with fix Huzzars, attended their
front. As the road led through thick woods, the enemy were appre-
henfive of ambufcades, and were intimidated by Lieutenant Wickham’s
frequently calling out, as to the infantrv, ¢ tq halt, not to march fo
“ faft,” &c. &c. fo that the enemy’s cavalry, though more than two
hundred, did not rufh on him. He gave time to Captain Kerr to re-

treat, then joined and returned to camp with him, uthering the encmy
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o the very out-poft. Theline was formed; the 42d regiment on the
rizht, Cotunel Morkham’s detachment in the ceater, and the Queen’s
Rangers on the Iefi.  The embarkation ftill proceeded ; the horfes
were now fent o, and, as the enemy did not advance, Colonel Mark -
ham’s detachment followed them. It wos icirce hali’ way over the
Delaware, when the picquets were attacked.  The enemy were pro-
bably induced to attack earlier than they intended, by a barn having
bezn accidentally {et on fire, and which it was reafonable for them to
fupoofe might have been done by fome lurking perfon, after the troops
in general had embarked.  Upon the appearance of the enemy, the 42d
reziment marched forward in line, and orders were fent to the Queen’s
Rangers to advance, which it did, in column, by companies; Cooper’s
creek fecured its left flank ; the artillery horfes of the three pounders
beins embarked, the feamen, with their accuftomed alacrity, offered to
draw on the cannon; the artillery followed the light infantry com=
pany, and preceded the battalion. Some of the cnemy appearing on
the oppofite bank of the Cooper creek, Captain Armftrong, with the
grenadiers, was directed to march and line a dyke on this fide : an ad-
vantage the enemy had not; and to keep off any ftragglers who might
be pofted there. A heavy fire'was kept up on the right, by the 42d;
there was nothing oppoied to the Rangers but fome cavalry, watching
their motions, and as Major Simcoe advanced rapidly to gain an
eminence in front, which he con:cived to be a ftrong advantageous
polition, they fled into the wood, an officer excepted, who, reining
back his horfe, and fronting the Rangers as they advanced, flowly
waved with his fcimetar for his attendants to retire; the light infan-
tiy being within fifty yards of him, he was called out to, ¢ You are
‘“ a brave fellow, but you muft go away,” to which not paying fo
much attention as he ought, MGill, afterwards quarter mafter, was
directed to fire at him, on which he retired into the woods. A few
ftraggling thot were fired in the front; the light infantry company
was detached there, and fupported by the Highlanders, who foon
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cleared the front; the battalion halted on the advantagecus grourd
it had moved towards, and, at the entreaties of the failors, a {-v can-
non fhot were fired at a party of the enemy, who were near he brid
over Cooper Creek, ’till perceiving they were bufy in dcftroving it,
they were no longer interrupted: the firing tot.zlly ce.fed, and the
enemy retreated. Some few of the Rangers were wounded, anong
whom, Serjeant M‘Pherfon of the grencaiers dicd; in cvery relpect
he was much to be lamented. The perfon whom M<Gill focd ag,
proved to be Pulafki; his horfe was wounded; and Lou not the Fuc-
zars been fent over the Delaware previous to the ;1tt;:ck, he vrould
have been taken, or killed. The embarkation took place without any
interruption ; and on the 2d of March the Queen’s Ransers returned
to their old quarters, and former duties. = Colonel Stirling muadz the
moift handfome and favorable report of the behaviour of the corps,
to Sir William Howe. *

An expedition was formed under the command of the late Colonel
Mawhood, confifting of the 27th and 46th regiments, the Queen's
Rangers, and New Jerfey Volunteers; they embarked the 12th of
March, and fell down the Delaware.  On the i7th, the Queen’s
Rangers landed, at three o’clock in the morning, about fix miles
from Salem, the Huzzars carrying their accoutrements and fivords.
Major Simcoe was directed to feize horfes, to mcunt the cavalry, and
the ftaff, and to join Colonel Mawhood at Salem ; this was accord-
ingly executed. Major Simcoe, making a circuit and paffing over
Lambftone’s bridge, arrived at Salem, near vhich Colorel Mavwhcod
landed. The Huzzars were tolerably well mounted, und fuflicient
horfes procured for the other evigencics of the fervice : Colonel
Mawhood had given the ZriGteft charce acaint pluni*zing; and
Major Simcoe, in taking the horfes, had adired the inhabitants
that they fhould be returned or paid for, i they did not op
in arms, in a very few days; and, none but officers cnteu'wgt
houfes, they received no other injurv.  The Q;uns Ronge
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infantry were about two hundred and feventy, rank and file, and
thirty cavalry; Colonel Mawhood gave directions for the forage to
take place on the 18th.  The town of Salem lies upon a creek of that
name which falls into the Delaware nearly oppofite Reedy ifland ; the
Aloes, or Alewas creek, runs almoft parallel to the Salem creek, and
falls into the Delaware to the fouthward of it; over this creek there
were three bridges : Hancock’s was the lower one, Quintin’s that
in the center, And Thompfon’s the upper one; between thefe creeks
the foraging was to commence ; the neck, or peninfula, formed by
them was at its greateft diftance feven, and at its leaft four miles wide.
The rebel militia was pofted at Hancock’s and Quintin’s, the neareft
bridges, which they had taken up, and defended by breaft-works.
Colonel Mawhood made detachments to mafk thefe bridges; and
foraged in their rear : the officer who commanded the detachment,
confifting of feventy of the 17th infantry, at Quintin’s bridge, fent
information that the enemy were affembled in great numbers at the
bridge, and indicated as it they meant to pafs over whenever he thould
quit it, in which cafe his party would be in great danger. Colonel
Mawhood marched with the Queen’s Rangers to his affiftance : he
made a circuit, fo as to fall in upon the road that led from Thompfon'’s
to Quintin bridge, to deceive any patrole which he might meet on
his march, and to make them believe that he direted it to Thomp-
fon’s, not Quintin’s bridge. Approaching the bridge, the Rangers
halted in the wood, and Colonel Mawhood and Major Simcoe went
to the party of the 17th, but in fuch a manner as to give no fufpicion
that they were part of a reinforcement ; the ground was high, till
within two hundred yards of the bridge, where it became marthy ;
immediately beyond the bridge, the banks were fteep, and on them
the enemy had thrown up breaft-works ; there was a public houfe
very near the road, at the edye of its declivity into the marfh, on the
Halem fide.  Colonel Mawhood afked Major Simcoe, ¢ whether he
*¢ thouzht, if he left a party in the houfe, the enemy would pafs

b }7



[ 25 ]

““ by it or not?” who replied, ¢ that he thought they would be
¢ too cowardly to do it; but at any rate the attempt could do no
“ harm, and, if he pleafed, he woula try.” Colonel Mawi:ood
dire¢ted Major Simcoe to do fo, who accordingly profiting by
the broken ground of the orchard which was behind it, and the
cloathing of his men, brought Captain Stephenfon and his conpany
into the houfe, undifcovered : the front windows were opened, and
the back ones were fhut, fo that no thorough light could be feen;
the women of the houfe were put in the cellar and ordered to
be filent; the door was left open, and Lieutenant M<Kay ftood
behind it, with a bayonet, ready to feize the firft perfon whofe
curiofity might prompt him to enter; the Queen’s Rangers were
brought into the wood near to that part where it ended in clear
ground, and two companies, under Captain Saunders, were advanced
to the fences at the very edge of it, where they lay flat. Colonel
Mawhood then gave orders for the detachment of the 17th, who
were pofted near the houfe, to call in their centinels and retreat
up the road in full view of the enemy. This party had fcarcely
moved, when the enemy laid the bridge and paffed it; a detach-
ment of them went immediately acrofs the marth to the hcights
on the left, but the principal party, about two hundred, in two
divifions, proceeded up the road; Captain Stephenfon, as they ap-
proached the houfe, could hear them fay, ¢ let us go into thc
““ houfe,” &c. but they were prevented, both by words and by ac-
tion, by the officer who was zt their head : he was on horfcback, and
fpurring forward, quitted the road to go into the field, on the right,
thro’ a vacancy made by the rails being taken for fires; his party
ftill proceeded up the road, and the firft divifion pafled the houie :
the officer, his fight ftill fixed on the red cloaths of the 17th, ap-
proached clofe up to the fence where Captain Saunders lay ; he did
not immediately obferve the Rangers, and, it is probable, he might
not, had he not heard one of the men ftifling a laugh : looking dov:n

E he
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he faw them, and gallopped off; he was fired at, wounded, and
taken. ‘The divifion that had paffed the houfe attempted to return :
Captain Stephenfon fallied, drove them acrofs the fields, Captain
Savnders purfued them ; the Huzzars were let loofe and afterwards
the battalion, Colonel Mawhood leading them ; Major Simcoe
dire®ed the 17th back to the houfe, with the grenadiers, and
Highlanders of the Rangers, ready to force the bridge, if ordered ;
the enemy, for a moment, quitted it, Colonel Mawhood thought
it ufelefs to pafs it. Some of the divifion, who pafled the houfe,
were taken prifoners, but the greater part were drowned in the
Aloes creek. The oflicer, who was taken, proved to be a French-
man. The Rangers had one Huzzar mortally wounded ; and what
was unfortunate, he was wounded by a man, whom in the eager-
nefs of the purfuit he had pafled, given quarters to, and not dif-
armed : the villain, or coward, was killed by another Huzzar. The
corps returned to Salem. .

The rebels ftill occupving the pofts at Quintin and Hancock's
bridge, and probably accumulating, Colonel Mawhood determined
to attack them at the latter, where, from all reports, they were
affembled to near four hundred men. He entrufted the enterprize
to Major Simcoe, and went with him and a patrole oppofite to the
place : the Major afcended a tree and made a rough fketch of
the buildings, which by converfing with the guides, he improved
into a tolerable plan of the place, and formed his mode of attack
accordingly. He embarked on the 20th, at night, on board the flat
boats ; he was to be landed at an inlet, feven miles below Aloes creek,
when the boats were immediately to be returned, and by a private
road he was to reach Hancock’s bridge, oppofite to which, Major
Mitchell was detached with the 27th regiment, to co-operate with
him. DMajor Simcoe forefaw the difficulties, and dangers, but he
kept them to himfelf: cvery thing depended upon. furprize. The
enemy were nearly double his numbers; and his retreat, by the
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abfolute orders to fend back the boats, was cut off; but he had juft
confidence in the filence, attention, and f{pirit of the corps. By fome
ftrange error in the naval deparment, when the boats arrived off Aloes
creek, the tide fet {o ftrong againft them, that, in the opinion of the
officer of the navy, they could not reach the place of their deftination
’till mid-day. Major Simcoe determined not to return, but to land
on the marfhes, at the mouth of the Aloes creek ; there were good
guides with him : they found out a landing place, and after a march
of two miles thro’ marfhes, up to the knees in mud and water; la-
bours rendered more fatiguing by the carriage of the firft wooden
planks they met with, to form bridges with them over the ditches,
they at length arrived at a wood upon dry land. Here the corps was
formed for the attack. There was no public road which led to
Hancock'’s bridge, but that which the Rangers were now in pofieffion
of ; a bank, on which there was a footway, led from Hancock’s to
Quintin’s bridge. Hancock’s houfe was a large brick houfe ; there
were many ftore-houfes round it, and fome few cottages. Captain
Saunders was detached to ambufcade the dyke that led to Quintin’.
bridge, about half a mile from the quarters, and to take up a fimall
bridge which was upon it, as the enemy would, probably, fly that
way, and if not purfued too clofely, would be more eafily defeated.
Captain Dunlop was dctached to the rear of Hancock’s houfe; in
which it was prefumed the rebel officers quartered ; direGed to forc.
it, occupy and barricade it, as it commanded the paffage of the bridge.
Different detachments were allotted to the houfes fuppofed to be the
enemy’s quarters, which having maftered, they were ordered to aft
femble at Hancock’s ; a party was appropriated to relay the bridge.
On approaching the place, two centries were difcovered : two men
of the light infantry followed them, and, as they turned about,
bayoneted them ; the companies rufhed in, and each, with proper
guides, forced the quarters allotted to it. No refiftance being made,

the light infantry, who were in referve, reached Hancock’s houfe by
E-2 the
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the road, and forced the front door, at the fame time that Captain
Dunlop, by a more difficult way, entered the back door; as it was
very dark, thefe companies had necarly attacked each other. The
{urprifc was compleat, and would have been fo, had the whole of the
enainy’s force been prefent, but, fortunately for them, they had quitted
it the evening before, leaving a detachment of twenty or thirty men, all
of whom were killed. Some verv unfortunate circumftances happened
here. Among the killed was a friend of Government, then a pri-
foner with tae rebels, old Hancock, the owner of the houfe, and his
brother : Major Simcoe had made particular enquiry, and was in-
formed that he did not live at home, fince the rebels had occupied
the bridge. The information was partly true; he was not there
in the day-time, but unfortunatelv returned home at night : events
like thefe are the real miferies of war. The roads which led to the
country were immediatcly ambufcaded ; and Lieutenant Whitlock
was detached to furprize a patrole of feven men who had been fent
down the creek : this he effeted completely. On their refufal to
furrender, he fired on them, only one efcaped. This firing gave the
firft notice of the fuccefs of the enterprife to the 2-th regiment ; with
{o much filence it had hitherto been conduéed. The bridge was
now laid ; and Major Simcoe communicated to Colonel Mitchell,
that the enemy were at Quintin’s bridge ; that he had good guides
to conduct them thither by a private road, and that the pofieflion
ot Iancock’s houfe fecured a retreat. Lieutenant-Colonel Mitchell
faid, that his regiment was much fatigued by the cold, and that he
would return to Salem as {oon as the troops joined. The am-
bufcades were of courfe withdrawn, and the Queen’s Rangers were
torming to pafs the bridge, when a rebel patrole paffed where an
ambuicade had been, and difcovering the corps, gallopped back.
Licutenant-Colonel Mitchell, finding his men in high fpirits, had
returned, purpofing to march to Quintin’s bridge: but being in-
tformed of the enemy’s patrole, it was thought beft to return.

Colonel
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Colonel Mawhood, in publicorders, ““returned his beft thanks to M.joc
¢« Simcoe and his corps, for their fpirited and good conduct in the fur-
<« prize of the rebel pofts.” Two days after, the Queen’s Rangers pa-
trolled to Thompfon’s bridge; the enemy, who had been pofted there,
were alarmed at the approach of a cow the night before, fired at ii.
wounded it, and .then fled; they alfo abandored Quintin’s bridge,
and retired to a creek, fixteen miles from Aloes creek. Major
Simcoe, making a patrole with the Huzzars, took a circuit towards
the rear of one of the parties fent out to protet the foragers: a party
of the enemy had been watching them the whole day, and unluckily,
the forage being compleated, the detachment had juft left its ground
and was moving off ; the enemy doing the like, met the patrole;
were purfued, and efcaped by the piffage which the foragers had ju:it
left open.  One only was taken, being purfued into a bog, which th:
Huzzars attempted in vain to crofs, and were much mortified to feo
above a dozen of the enemy, who had paffed round it in fifetr,
within a few yards : they confifted of all the field officers and com-
mittee-men of the diftri¢t. The prifoner was their adjutant.  The
enemy, who were aflembled at Cohanfey, might eafily have beer
{urprized ; but Colonel Mawhood judged, that having cemplosted
his forage with fuch fuccefs, his bufinefs was to rcturn, which
he effe¢ted. The troops embarked without any accident, and failed
for Philadelphia. The horfes were given back to the inhabitants,
or paid for. On the paffage, the thips waiting for the tide, Mnjor
Simcoe had an opportunity of landing at Billing’s port, where Major
Vandyke’s corps was ftationed, and examining it, they arrived at
Philadelphia, March the z1ft. The patroles of the Rangers weic
made {yftematically as ever, on their return; but as {pring ap-
proached, the enemy’s cavalry came nearer to the lines, and owed
their efcape, more than once, to the fleetnefs of their horfes: one or
two of them who were taken were decorated with eggs, women's
thoes, &c. &c. that they had robbed the market people of, and, in

that



[ 30 ]

that drefs, were paraded through the ftreet to prifon. Several Loy-
alifts were in arms, under the command of Mr. Thomas, their
Captain ; and, with Hovenden’s, and James’s troops of Provincials,

made excurfions into the country ; and at Newton, many miles from
Philadelphia, they brought oft a large quantity of cloathing ; when-
ever they made an e*(curﬁon, the Queen’s Rangers- puthed forward to
bring them off. One morning, about two o’clock, Major Simcoe,
marchmo to fupport them in an attempt they were to make on Smith-
field, met them about a mile from Philadelphia ; they faid, they had
been repulfed : judging it neceflary to fupport the advantages derived
from the diftance to which they made their excurfions, he made en-
quiries into the matter, and found their accounts fo various, that he
determined to march to Smithfield, and accordingly took fuch of them
with him as were not weary, for guides. His ideas were, that the
party at Smithfield would probably be reinforced by another which
was in its vicinity, and that he might poffibly furprize them rejoicing
at their {uccefs : at any rate, the recoil would add to the afcendency
neceflary to be maintained in the country. The Queen’s Rangers
marched to Smithfield, but found no enemy there ; and, it appeared,
that they had alfo fled, having exchanged fome fhots with the Refugees.
Alr. Wathington drew his fupplies of fat cattle from New England: a
drove of this kind was met about thirty miles from Philadelphia,
between the Delaware and Skuylkill, by a friend of Government, who
pafled himfelf upon the drivers for a rebel commiflary, then billetted
them at a neighbouring farm, and immediately gallopped to Phila-
delphia, from whence a party of dragoons were fent for the
cattle : the Queen’s Rangers advanced forward to Chefnut hill, and
the brigade of guards were pofted at German town ; the whole drove
was fafely condu@ed to Philadelphia. Major Simcoe, as was his
cuftom, with the Huzzars, patrolled in front, and took a minute
furvey of the ground, at Barren-hill church, which was near proving

of
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of confequence in the event. A very great defertion happened fron
Wathington’s army this winter, which, had it not been difficult to
effe@, probably, would have been univerfal ; the Queen’s Rangers
were benefited by it; Captain Armftrong’s company of grenadiers,
in fize, youth, and appearance, was inferior to no one in the army.
There were many reports, that Mr. Lacy, the rebel General of the
Pennfylvania militia, was collecting them, profefledly to impede the
country people’s intercourfe with the markets. Major Simcoe, befides
employing his own intelligence, applied to Lieutenant Cclonel Balfour,
who fo fuccefsfully managed thefe matters, during the army’s being
at Philadelphia, for what he could furnith him with ; and reprefented
that it would be of the utmoft confequence, to attack Lacy the
moment he broke into the circle of country, which we had hitherte
maintained pofleffion of. In confequence of this converiiticn, hz
was fent for by Colonel Balfour, fome time afier, and informes,
that Lacy’s corps were to aflemble at the Crooked Billett, twenty-
five miles from Philadelphia, on the firft of May. Major Simcoe
was anxious that they fhould be attacked on that night; and fiow
the maps of the country arranged the plan, which was approved
of. The main road led, paft the Billett, to Philadelphia from
York; at lefs than half a mile from it, on the Philadelphia {ide,
there was another, that led to Wafhington’s camp, by Horfham
meeting. Major Simcoc propofed, that he fhould march with the
Rangers, and, by a circuit, get to the road in the rear of the Billett ;
and that a detachment fhould march and ambufcade themielves
in a wood, (the intelligencer faid there was one adapted to the
purpofe) on the road which led by the IHorfham meeting-houfe to
‘Wathington’s camp ; this party was to remain in ambufcade 'till they
heard the firing of the Queen’s Rangers. It was fuppofed, that if
the furprize thould not be compleat, the ambuicade would render the
iuccefs perfectly fo, by fupporting the Rangers if they were checked,
and Dy intercepting the enemy if they attempted to retreat, which,

probably,
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probably, would be towards their army. Colonel Balfour propofed
two hundred light infantry to go; to this Major Simcoe faid, ¢ that
¢ they would be commanded by older officers in the line, and yet of
“¢ inferior local rank to himielf, and that it was his wifh, on thatac-
¢ count, toavoid giving umbrage;” the refult was, Lieutenant Colonel
Abercrombie was chofen, and marched, with a large detachment
of the light infantry, and with one of cavalry, and horfes to mount part
of his infantry-men, for grcater expedition. Major Simcoe’s march
was a ditficult one : he thought it neceflary to make many circuits
to avoid places where he fufpected the enemy had pofts, or patroles.
He was admirably guided ; and, luckily, had information, about
twilight, that prevented him from committing a ferious error: the
armed Refugees, as Captain Thomas, their commander, informed
him, were fent by Mr. Galloway, to convey in fome of his furni-
ture ; they adventured out, hearing of the expedition by fome means
or other, and marched up the roads which the Rangers had fo care-
fully avoided, but without meeting any interruption, or alarm ;
luckily, they paffed a houfe, which Major Simcoe called at, or he
would, certainly, when he overtook them, have miftaken them for
rebels = they were directed to keep themfelves undifcovered ; and the
Rangers marched on fo faft as poffible.  Altho’ day light appeared,
‘Major Simcoe was under no apprehenfions of difcovery, and certain
of Colonel Abercrombie’s having met with no accident, as the parties
ouft have been within the hearing of each other’s fire. He had now
arrived at the point, where he quitted the road, in order to make his
laft circuit to reach the Billett, profiting by the covert that the
twregularities of the ground would have afforded, and was in-
forming the officers of his plan of attack, to be guided by circum-
tances, (Captain Kerr’s divifion excepted, who was to force Lacy’s
quarters, and barricade them for a point to rally at, in cafe of mif-
adventure,) when a few thot were heard. Major Simcoe immediately
exclamed, «¢ the dragoons have difcovered us 37 fo it was. Colonel

Abercrombie
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Abercrombie, although affifted by horfes, could not arrive at his poft
at the appointed time, before day-break ; anxious to fupport Nl.jor
Simcoe, he detached his cavalry, and mounted light infantry, to the
place of ambufcade. The officer, who commanded, patrolled to Lacy’s
out-poft,and, being fired at by the rebel centinels, did not retire; Lacy,
of courfe, did, and collecting his force, began a retreat up the country:
in this fituation, the Rangers arrived nearly in his rear, upon his right
flank ; they ftopped and turned fome {maller parties who were efcaping
from the light infantry, and who were killed, but the main body re-
treated in 2 mafs, without order, and by no efforts could the infantry
-reach them: unfortunately, the Huzzars of the Rangers were left
at Philadelphia, their horfes having been fatigued by a long courfe of
duty, and a fevere patrole the day before : thirty dragoons, who were
with the Rangers, were fent to intercept the baggage waggons, and
ftaid to guard them. As the enemy were marching thro’ a wood,
Major Simcoe gallopped up to the edge of it, and -fummoned them
to furrender ; they were in great confternation, but marched on; he
then gave the words of command, “make ready,” ¢“prefent,” ¢ fire,”
hoping that the intervening fence and thickets between him and them
might lead them to fuppofe he had troops with him, and that they
might halt, when a few moments would have been decifive: at the
word < fire” they crouched down, but ftill moved on, and foon got
out of all reach. A few men of the Rangers were wounded, as was
the horfe of Wright, Major Simcoe’s orderly Huzzar ; and Captain
M<Gill’s thoe-buckle probably faved the foot of that valuable othicer :
the enemy had fifty or fixty killed, and taken. The troops returnei
to Philadelphia. The commander in chief ordered the bagguge tc
be fold, for their benefit ; it produced a dollar a man. The guides
of the Queen’s Rangers computed their march at fifty-eight miles ;
not a man was miffing. This excurfion, tho’ it failed in the greater
part, had its full effe®, of intimidating the militia, as they ncve:

afterwards appeared, but in {mall parties, and like robbers.
I As
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As the fpring approached, the hopes of the army were pointed to
an attack on Valley Forge: the furmife gave Major Simcoe par-
ticular pleafure; he had formerly been quartered in the houfe that
was Wathington’s head quarters, and had made himfelf minutely
mafter of the ground about it, and particularly, of thofe undulations
which are fo material in all attacks againft butteries, and from all the
plans and defcriptions of Valley Forge, it appeared to him probable,
that an attack would commence in this point. Thefe hopes
vanithed, when the news of Sir William Howe’s recall reached
Philadelphia, together with the orders for the army’s abandoning
that city. Mr. Wathington’s ignorance, however, expofed him
to a check, from which his ufual good fortune extricated him. He
pailed a corps, under the diretion of the Marquis de La Fayette,
over the Skuylkill ; arrangements were made to cut it off; a column
made a circuit for that purpofe, under General Grant, the Queen’s
Rangers led it, and Major Simcoc was ordered to march at the rate
of two miles an hour: this flow and tirefome pace was too quick to
keep the column properly compacted, and he was frequently obliged
to halt; nearly at day-light, a fubaltern’s party of dragoons were
ordered to the front. Soon after a rebel patrole appeared, and while
the young officer was deliberating what to do, got off; the column
moved on, and arriving at three crofs roads, the advance was
direted to halt, there being fome doubt which was the proper road.
General Grant arrived, and immediately direGed him to march on;
the column was too late, the alarum guns were fired from Wath-
ington’s camp, and Fayette had moved off from Barren-hill church,
and pafled the Skuylkill ; the cavalry being detached in a fruitlefs
purfuit of him, the Huzzars went with them, and Lieutenant
Wickham compared a party of the rebels, whom he faw fording the
Skuylkill, to the corks of a fithing fein.

As the time approached for the army’s quitting Philadelphia, pa-
troles were pafied over the Delaware, from the Jerfies; one of which,

after



[ 35 ]

after a long chace, was taken by the Huzzars. The Quarter Mafter
General being in great want of horfes, Major Simcoc efcorted the
commifiaries who were fent to procure them : he entered upon the
office with great regret, as they were to be taken from p:ople whom
he had uniformly protected. The enemy had fome ftrong parties in
the country. The whole corps made a long march, in four divi-
fions, as has been before explained; he had alfo a threc pounder,
that had been lately attached to his corps. On his return he was
ambufcaded, near the Briftol fide of Penny-pack bridge: the firft
divifion pafled the bridge with the cannon, and immediately
formed on the oppofite banks, as Major Simcoe was apprehenfive
of fome attack ; its pofition fecured the march of the fucceflive
divifions. It was afterwards known, that the enemy were in force,
but were deterred from attacking by the pofition of the firft divifion,
and the order of march.

Sir Henry Clinton, when he took the command of the army, di-
reted Lord Rawdon to raife a corps of Irith volunteers ; and Captain
Doyle, of the gsth regiment, was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel.
Major Simcoe waited upon the commander in chief, and requefted,
that as he was Captain Doyle’s fenior in the army, he would be
pleafed to make him fo in the Provincial line, adding, thut if his
Excellency, at any future time, thould appoint 2 fenior officer of the
line, to a Provincial command, Major Simcoe, of courfe, could
have no objection that he fhould have fuperior rank in the Provin-
cials. Sir Henry Clinton was pleafed to refer his requeft to Sir
William Erfkine, and General Paterfon, the Quarter-Mafter and
Adjutant General, who, reporting that it was juft, Sir Henry
Clinton appointed him to the rank of Lieutcnant-Colonel ; and, to
avoid fimilar inconveniencies, antedated his commiffion to all Pro-
vincial Lieutenant-Colonels. The procuring the horfes was the laft
fervice that the Queen’s Rangers performed in Pennfylvania. Em-
barking, and paffing over to Cooper’s ferry, on the 17th of June,
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1778, Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe obferved, in public orders, ¢ that
‘¢ he doubted not but that all ranks of the regiment were fenfible
*¢ that the undaunted {pirit, which had rendered them the terror of
“ their enemies, was not more honorable to them than that abhor-
“ rence of plunder which diftinguithes the truly brave from the
¢ cowardly ruffian, and which had left a favorable impreflion of the
« (@een’s' Rangers on the minds of fuch of the inhabitants of Penn-
* fylvania as had been in their power; he affured himfelf, that, as
“ they were to pafs over to the Jerfies, they would, in every refpe,
¢ behave as became the chara&er the corps had acquired, and which
‘“ marks the difciplined foldier. He gave orders, that the Cap-
‘“ tains and officers, commanding companies, fhould march in the
““ rear of their refpective divifions, ’till {fuch time as more active
‘¢ duties required their prefence elfewhere, and fhould be anfwerable
‘“ that no foldier quitted his rank on any pretence, but particularly
“ to drink : this prattice having been the death of many a valuable
¢ foldier, the permifflion of it was highly criminal.” ‘The 18th,
the Queen’s Rangers, being part of General Leflie’s divifion, marched
to Haddonfield; on the 1gth, to Evetham; the Yagers being in
front, there was a flight fkirmith, in which the rebel party loft fome
men, and one of them being taken proved to be a Britith deferter,
who was executed the next day. The army encamped at mount
Holly, the 20th and 21ft; they marched to the Black Horfe the
22d; the Queen’s Rangers formed the advance. By an error of
the guides, at a crofs road, they were purfuing the wrong one, a
rebel oflicer called out to them, ¢ You are wrong, you are wrong,”’
but the corps pafling by without heeding him, and afterwards taking
the nearer way acrofs the fields into the right road, in which he was,
the advanced men got within a few yards of him, undifcovered 3
Licutenant-Colonel Simcoe prevented them from firing, but called
to him to keep at a greater diftance, which he did. The 2 3d, the
army marched to Croffwicks, the Queen’s Rangers forming the

advance
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advance of the left column. Hitherto there were no interruptions oxn
this march, but from a bridze, the boards of which had been taken
up, but laid within a few yards, fo that they were eafily replaced.
Approaching Ctoflwicks, a body of the enemy appeared; Licutenant-
Colonel Simcoe took the flanking party, under Lieutenant Wilfon, and
tried to cut them off before they could pafs the creck at that place.
He was too late for this purpofe, but in time to prevent them from
executing their defign of cutting down the trees which ftood clofe te
the bridge, and throwing them acrofs it; the enemy had taken up the
planks, and were pofted behind a wood, on the oppofite bank. Captain
Stephenfon’s company of light infantry were directed, by the com-
mander in chief in perfon, to the fame poft, on the left that Licu-
tenant Wilfon had occupied. Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe, on his
return, formed his corps behind the meeting-houfe, ready to pafs
the bridge ; the dragoons arrived, and difmounted, lining the fences
on the right, and Lieutenant M‘Leod, of the artillery, bringing
up his three pounders, and being fully expofed to the enemy, in
cafe they had kept their pofition, it was determined to pafs th:
bridge upon its rafters, which was effected without oppofition.
The enemy had fled from the wood, and a party on the right,
which the Queen’s Rangers made every effort to purfue, efcaped;
nor were the reft of the advanced troops more fuccefsful whao
followed the body, which retreated on the left.  Captain Ste-
phenfon, exerting himfelf with his ufual gallantry, became an objet
to a perfon, faid to be a quaker; who fired at him with a long
fowling-piece, and dangeroufly wounded him ; the efcape of the
commander in chief, diftinguifhable by his drefs and altivity to an
enemy, pofted in fecurity and intended to fire only a fingle and well-
aimed fhot, was very remarkable. The Queen’s Rangers, and fome
other troops, remained pofted beyond the creek ; the army did not
pafs the bridge: there were events here worth recording. Lieu-
tenapt-Colonel Simcoe, in converfation with Captain Armftrong,
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happened to mention, that he was fully convinced of the truth of
what an Englith military author had obferved, that a number of
firclocks were, in action, rendered ufelefs, by bcmg carried on the
thoulders, from cafual mufket-balls, which could not be the cafe
were the arms carried in the pofition of the advance ; he added, that
advanced arms, certainly, gave a compactnefs, and took off the ap-
pearance of wavering from a column more than any other mode of
carrying them. Captain Armftrong had affented, and took occafion
to exemplify it now, by advancing the arms of his grenadier com-
pany when under fire, and while he led over, fafters of the bridge.
The fluices had been fhut, by which means the water was ponded ;
Lieutenant Murray plunged in, thinking it fordable, but finding it not
fo, he fwam over, and got behind a tree before the corps pafled the
bridge, and was b~tween both fires ; luckily he efcaped unhurt. Hi-
therto the march of the army pointed equally to Trenton, or Cran-
berry ; it now, on the 24th of June, took the rout to the latter, by
marching to Allen-Town: the Queen’s Rangers formed the ad-
vance of the column. The bridge at Allen-Town, over a {mall
rivulet, was taken up, and Colonel Simcoe fired two or three cannon
fhot, which drove a finall party of the enemy from thence, and he
pafled over without the exchange of a mufket, one of which might,
unnecefiarily, deprive him of a valuable officer, or foldier. Paffing
forward, a rcbel patrole from the Cranberry road, came clofe to the
front of the Rangers, miftaking them for their own people ; they
retired into a wood, which, as foon as the army halted, a party
{coured, but to no purpofe. Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe had a book,
in which was inferted the names of every foldier in his corps, the
counties in which they were born, and where they had ever lived,
{o that he feldom was at a lofs for guides in his own corps; he had
alfo many Refugees with him, who ferved as guides. The com-
mander in chief afked him, whether he had any guides ? he anfwered,
he had none who knew any of the roads to Brunfwick ; that the

chief
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chief of his guides was born at Monmouth. Sir Henry Clinton
dire@ted him to be fent to head quarters, as hc might be ufeful
in procuring intelligence, though not ferviceable as a guide; this
was done, and as foon as the army marched he came for two
foldiers of the regiment, natives of Monmouth county: this was
the firft idea which Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe had of the army’s
being intended to march elfewhere than to South Amboy. An
alteration in the difpofition of the army took place; it marched in
one column : the Yagers made the rear ; the Queen’s Rangers, light
infantry, and dragoons, followed in fucceffion. The army halted
at the Rifing Sun; the enemy’s light troops appeared in greater
force in the rear. On the arrival at the camp, Licutenant-Colonel
Simcoe immediately pafied a deep hollow that feparated it from =
high hill, with the Huzzars, in order to obfer.c the ground in
front, as was his conftant cuftom; two men came out of the wood
to Lieutenant Wickham, who was patroling, deceived by his green
cloaths ; he gave into the deception, paffed himfelf upon them for
a rebel partizan, and introduced Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe to them,
as Colonel Lee. One of the men was very glad to fee him, and
told him, that he had a fon in his corps, and gave him the belt
account of the movements of the rebel army, from which, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Simcoe faid, he had been detached two days; the
other proved to be a committee-man of New Jerfey; they pointed
out the encampment of the Britith army, and were completely
deceived, ’till, having told all they knew, and on the party return-
ing, the committee-man having afked ¢ I wonder what Clinton is
“ about ?” < You fhall aflk him yourfelf,” was the anfiver, ¢ for
“ we are Britifh.”

‘The army marched the next morning toward Monmouth, in the
fame order; and it now became evident, that Sir Henry Clinton
intended to embark from Sandy-hook. There was fome fkirmifth-
ing between the Yagers and the enemy ; and one time, it having the
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appearance of being ferious, the Rangers were divided into two
divifions, to march on each flank of the Yagers, who, having
no bayonets, might have fuffered from an intrepid enemy ; but
the contrary was the cafe, as the alarm originated from a fhout
that Captain Ewald, who commanded the rear guard, fet up on
the enemy’s approach, which with other preparations, fent them
away upon the full run. Upon the arrival at Monmouth, the
Queen’s Rangers covered head quarters; the army halted the next
day, and foraged. )

On the morning of the 27th, the Queen’s Rangers marched, at
two o'clock, and occupied the poft from which the fecond battalion
of light infantry were drawn, to march with the fecond divifion, under
General Kniphaufen : a great extent of ground was to be guarded,
and the whole corps lay upon their arms. In the morning, about
{feven o’clock, orders were brought to Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe,
¢ to take his Huzzars and try to cut off a reconnoitring party of the
¢ enemy (fuppofed to be M. Fayette), who was upon a bald hill, and
““ not far from his left.”” As the woods were thick in front, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Simcoe had no knowledge of the ground, no guide,
no other direCtion, and but twenty Huzzars with him; he afked of
Lord Cathcart, who brought him the order, whether he might not
take fome infuntry with him, who, from the nature of the place,
could advance nearly as expeditioufly as his cavalry ? to this his
Lordfhip affenting, Licutenant-Colonel Simcoe immediately marched
with his cavalry, and the grenadier company, confifting of forty rank
and file.  He had not proceeded far, before he fell in with two rebel
Videttes, who, gallopping off, the cavalry were ordered to purfue
them, as their beft guides ; they fled on the road down a fmall hill,
at the bottom of which was a rivulet; on the oppofite rifing, the
ground was open, with a high fence, the left of which reached the
road, and along which, a confiderable way to theright, a large corps
was pofted. This corps immediately fired, obliquely, upon the
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Huzzars, who, in their purfuit of the Vedettes, went up the road,
and gained their left, when Ellifon, a very f{pirited Huzzur, leapt the
fence, and others followed. Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoz, in the mean
time, brought up the grenadiers, and ordered the Huzzars to retreat ;
the enemy gave one univerfal fire, and, panic ftruck, ticd. The
Baron Stuben, who was with them, loft his hat in the confufion.
Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe rode along the fence, on the iidz oppofite
to which the enemy had been, pofting the grenadiers there; tiic cnemy
fired feveral fcattering fhots, one of which wounded him in the arm :
for fome feconds, he thought it broken, and was unable to guide
his horfe, which, being alfo ftruck, run away with him, luckily,
to the rear; his arm foon recovering its tone, he got'to the place
where he had formed the Huzzars, and with fourteen of them, re-
turned towards a houfe, to which the right of the enemy’s line had
reached. Upon his left flank he faw two {mall parties of the enemy;
he galloped towards them, and they fled : in this confufion, feeing two
men, who, probably, had been the advance of thefe parties, rather
behind the others, he fent Serjeant Prior, and a Huzzar, to take
them, but with fri¢t orders not to purfue too clofe to the wood.
This the ferjeant executed ; and, after firing their loaded mufkets
at the large body which had been diflodged and was now rallying,
the prifoners were obliged to break them, and to walk betwecen
the Huzzars and the enemy. The bufinefs was now to retreat,
and to carry off whomfoever might be wounded in the firft attack.
The enemy oppofite feemed to encreafe, and a party, evidently headed
by fome general officer, and his fuit, advancing, to reconnoitre: it
fuggefted to Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe, to endeavour to pafs, as
on a fimilar defign ; and, for this purpofe, he difpatched a Huzzar
to the wood in his rear, to take off his cap, and make fignals, as if
he was receiving dire¢tions from fome perfons pofted in it. The
party kept moving, flowly, clofe to the fence, and towards the road ;
when it got to fome diftance from the houfe, which has been men-
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tioned, Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe called out audibly, as if to a
party pofted in it, ¢ not to fire 'till the main body came clofe,” and
moved on flowly parallel to the enemy, when he fent Ryan, an
Huzzar, forward, to fee if there were any;wounded men, and whether
the grenadiers remained where he had pofted them, adding, ¢ for
s¢ we muft carry them off or lie with them ;” to which the Huzzar
replied, ¢ 20 be fire, your honor.” On his return, and reporting
there was nobody there, Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe ftruck obliquely
from the fence, fecured by a falling of the ground from danger, over
the brook to the wood, where he found Captain Armftrong had,
with great judgment, withdrawn his grenadiers; from thence he
returned to camp, and fending his prifoners to the General, went
himfelf to the baggage, his wound giving him excruciating pain,
the day being like to prove very hot, and there not appearing the
leaft probability of any acion. Two Huzzars, and three of
the infantry, were wounded in this fkirmith; one of the Huzzars .
died at Monmouth after the acion; the other, who was able to
have marched, was left by the Hofpital, and fell into the hands of
the enemy. It is obvious that, of all defcriptions of people, the Ran-
gers were the laft who fhould have been left as prifoners, fince fo many
deferters from the enemy were in the corps: the foldiers had the
utmoft reliance upon their own officer’s attention to this particular.
The enemy who were defeated, confifted of that corps of Jerfey militia
which in General Lee’s trial, is faid ¢ to have given way,” by the
evidence of the field officer who brought up freth troops and cannon
to fupport it; they were thofe detachments, which Sir Henry
Clinton’s letter fays, ¢ the Queen’s Rangers fell in with among the
‘¢ woods, and difperfed,” and who, probably, as Wathington’s ac-
count fays, ‘¢ were the Jerfey militia, amounting to about feven
¢ or eight hundred men, under the command of General Dicken-

fon.”" They were deftined to attack the baggage, but made no
other attempt that day. '
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The American war fhews no inftance of a larger body of men
difcomfited by fo fmall a number. The army faw not the combat ;
but every officer, every foldier, heard the heavy fire, and from
that could form a judgment of the enemy’s number. Lieutenant-
Colonel Simcoe afterwards heard a perfon who was of this body
call the grenadier’s company, to ufe his own expreflion, ¢ a power
¢ of Heflians.” Captain Rofs took the command of the corps.
He was detached, with the light infantry, under Colonel Abercrombie,
to turn the enemy’s left ; went through the whole fatigue of that
hot day, and tho’ the corps had been under arms all the preceding
night, it here gave a ftriking and fingular proof of the vaft advantages
of the Philadelphia marches, by not having 2 man mifling, or
any who fell out of the ranks through fatigue. Captain Rofs
had an opportunity of more than once fhewing great military judg-
ment and intrepidity, in checking different parties of the enemy ;
- and the Highland company, in particular, diftinguithed itfelf, under
the command of Captain M‘Kay, in covering a three pounder of
the light infantry battalion, which was impeded by a fwamp. At
night, when the army marched off, Captain Rofs, with that filence
which was remarked in Wathington’s account of the a&ion, formed
the rear guard. During the day, the baggage was not ferioufly
attacked ; but fome very fmall parties ran acrofs it, from one fide of
the road to the other: one of thefe Captain Needham, and Lieu-
tenant Cooke of the 17th dragoons, (fince Captain of the Queen’s
Rangers,) difperfed ; the rumors of them, however, added perfonal
folicitude to Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe’s public anxiety, and, for fe~
curity, he got together the pioneers of his own and fome other corps
around his waggon. The uncertainty of what fate might attend his
corps, and the army, gave him more uneafinefs than he ever expe-
rienced ; and, when the baggage halted, he pafled an anxious night,
’till about the middle of it, when he had authentic information of the
events. Thearmy encamped at Middleton, the 29th and joth. On
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the 1t of July, Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe refumed his command, and
marched, to efcort Sir William Erfkine to Sandy-Hook. The army
remained in this vicinity 'till the gth, when it marched to Sandy-Hook
alfo: this peninfula had been made an ifland by the ftorms of the pre-
ceding winter ; a bridge of boats was thrown acrofs the channel, over
which the army patied, the Queen’s Rangers excepted, who, forming
the rear guard, embarked in boats from the Jerfey fide, as foon as the
bridge was broken up. It is remarkable, and what few other corps
in the army could fay, that in this march the Queen’s Rangers loft
no men, by defertion.  ‘They landed at New-York, marched up to
Morris’s houfe, and encamped there.

Soon after, the troops returned from Philadelphia, it appearing
probable to Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe, that America would be
quitted by the Britith forces, and the war carried on in the Weft-
Indies ; he applied to Colonel Drummond, (then aid-du-camp,) to
make the requeft from him to Sir Henry Clinton, that he might be
permitted, with his corps, and other Loyalifts, to join the Indians
and troops under Colonel Butler, who had juft been heard of on
the upper parts of the Delaware. The Commander in Chief’s
anfwer to him was, ¢ that he much applauded his {pirit, but that
“ he would find fufficient employment for him with his army.”
He had digefted the detail of his rout; his mode of fubfiftence,
and operations : the idea he entertained, of what fuch a jun&ion
might have led to, was, and is ftill, unbounded. Lieutenant-
Colonel Simcoe was ill in New-York, and did not join ’till the
14th, during this period, nothing material happened. On the
15th, the Queen’s Rangers, and Emerick’s corps, encamped outfide
Kingfbridge ; the three Provincial troops of Hovenden, James, and
Sandford, alfo joined the Queen’s Rangers : an Amuzette, and three
artillery men, were now added to the three pounder attached to the
regiment. The poft was of great extent, liable to infult, and re-
quired many centinels: it was ftrengthened as much as poflible ;

and,
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and, in all matters of labour, the foldiers worked with the greated!
energy, under the infpection of their officers, and were eafily made to
comprehend, not only the general fecurity, but the benefit which they,
individually, received from their works, by its operating to leflen their
duties ; of courfe, they were taught that the work fhould not be
flighted. Mr. Wathington’s army encamping at the White Plains,
the Yagers, and Queen’s Rangers, had full employment. Lieutenant-
Colonel Simcoe was ever averfe to patroles, except, as in the cafe ar
Philadelphia, where they ferved to cover a well-aftelted country, and
were made fyftematically, and in force; or to afcertain fome precife
object : circumftanced as the armies now were, they appeared to him
to be particularly dangerous, and totally ufelefs. The inclinations
of the Americans, tho’ averfe from taltical arrangement, had always
been turned to patrolling, in their antiquated diale&, frouzing : the
Indians, their original enemies, and the nature of their country, had
familiarized them to this fpecies of warfare, and they were, in general,
excellent mark{men. There was nothing, either in the American
generals or their troops, that could warrant a belief, that they would
make a ferious attempt upon Kingfbridge ; added to the ftrong works
within the ifland, the eminences in front of it were covered with
chain of redoubts within a diftance from each other, barely more than
neceflary to fecure the flanks of a battalion; and indeed, for the
purpofe of protecting a weak army, they had been originally con-
ftructed ; halfa milein front of thefe redoubts, lay the light troops, to
fecure them from furprize, {o that it was manifeft any general move of
Mr. Wafhington’s army could not take place for fo fmall an objec, as
that of beating up the huts of a light corps. Wathington’s advance
corps layon the heights, near Tuckahoe, under the command of General
Scott, to the amount of two thoufand men, whofe light troops occu-
pied a line from Phillip’s creek, on the north, to new Rochelle, on
the Eaft river. Small patroles frequently came to William's bridge,
on the Brunx, and fometimes, General Scott came, in force, to
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Valentine’s hill. 'The country between was irregular, interfeGed
with woods, and fo broken and covered with ftone walls, as to be
moft liable to ambufcades : the inhabitants were, by no means, to be
trufted, and, in general, fo harraffed by their country being the feat
of war, that it was not reafonable to place any confidence in them ;
on the other hand, the Queen’s Rangers had many of the natives
of the country among them, and Lieutenant-Colonel Emerick’s
corps was, in a great meafure, compofed of them. Lieutenant-
Colonel Simcoe made a few patroles, in force, merely to inform
himfelf of the fituation of the country; but he fpared no pains to
acquire an account of what pofts the enemy occupied, at night; his
determination being to attack them, whenever he faw a fit opportunity.
Generals Clinton and Morgan, with a corps of fifteen hundred men,
covered the forage of the country, on the fide of the enemy. Colonel
Wurmb, and Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe, upon intelligence, had
agreed to meet on Valentine’s hill, one morning, in force, and,
accordingly, Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe, with his Huzzars, was
upon the hill, waiting for him; the infantry, and Provincial cavalry,
were left in the plain, under the command of Captain Rofs; the
light infantry and Highland companies being ambufcaded in an
orchard, at the placc where the roads fork to Hunt’s bridge, and
Valentine’s hill.  Colonel Wurmb, finding the enemy in force at
Phillips’s, did not chufe to move to Valentine’s hill, and fent the
Yager cavalry to give the Rangers the neceffary information.
At the fume time the enemy appeared advancing to Valentine’s
hill.  As Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe was quitting it, to return
to his corps, Lieutenant M‘Nab, of the Huzzars, who had been
fent with a patrole beyond the Brunx, confirmed the intelligence
which He had been furnithed with the night before, that a ftrong
body, with cannon, was approaching to Hunt’s bridge, on the
oppofite fide of the Brunx: this bridge was commanded by the
heichts on the fide of Kingfbridge, which had been fortified

by
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by the rebels in 1776; their works were not demolithed. In their
rear was a2 wood ; it had been defigned to concezl the Rangers ;
and, while the Yagers and cavalry fhould have engaged with
any corps who might patrole to Valentine’s hill, it was thought
probable, that the enemy on the oppofite fide of the Brunx would
pafs it to their affiftance, when the corps in ambufcade was to
ruth from the wood, and, occupying the fleches, do fevere and
cool execution upon them, as they were on the bridge, and
occupied in the deep hollow. An advanced party of the enemy,
notwithftanding the circumftances which made the troops quit
Valentine’s hill, had already paffed the Brunx ; the Yager cavaliy
were ordered to proceed towards Kingfbridge, flowly, and in f:il
fight of the enemy, who were on Hunt’s hill. There were i:l]
hopes, by forming the ambufcade, to do fome fervice; when, t
Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe’s great furprize, the enemy’s cannon we:e
fired at the infantry, whom he expe&ted to have been hidden from
their fight, by the intervention of the woods : but, it appeared, that
while Captain Rofs was with the advanced companies, fome officers
imprudently had got upon a fence, out of curiofity, and difcovered
themfelves to the enemy. Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe immediately
withdrew his men out of the reach of any chance fhot, and made
ufe of the low ground (the crofling of which would have led him
into the ambufcade,) to march his infantry under its cover, out of
their fight, or the reach of their cannon; he fent orders to Captain
Rofs to withdraw, and again ambufcaded the cavalry, in a pofition
to take advantage of the enemy, if any party of them fhould
purfue him, or from Valentine’s hill thould endeavour to incom-
mode his retreat.  Obferving the movement of the Yager cavalry,
the enemy marched a party to watch their motions, on the oppofite
bank, while their main body formed the line. Captain Rofs
thought proper to wait for the party which had paffed the Brunx.
He permitted them to come clofe to him, when his fire threw them
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into confufion. He then retreated, making a fmall circuit to avoid
fome riflemen who had occupied the wood ; the corps returned to their
camp. The grand guard was conftantly advanced in the day-time to
a height, from whence it had a view of the paffage over the Brunx,
at William’s bridge; at night it was withdrawn. Lieut. Colonel
Simcoe being on duty at New-York for a day, Captain Rofs, in
vifiting the picquet at night, found the centinels {o ill placed, that
he ordered Serjeant Kelly and two huzzars to patrole forwards for
its fecurity ; they paffed a few hundred yards only from the poft,
when they were furrounded by a party who lay between two ftone
walls, and taken ; nor was Captain Rofs to be blamed for ordering
the patrole, but the Captain of cavalry, who had omitted a principal
centinel : this patrole made, in contradiction to” Lieutenant-Colonel
Simcoe’s principles, was the only one that had been taken under
his command : the Serjeant having been in the rebel fervice, forced
thereto by all want of work, was thrown into prifon and threatened
with death ; Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe offered a Serjeant whom he
had lately taken, in exchange for him ; and threatening to leave to
the mercy of his foldiers the firft fix rebels who fhould fall into his
hands, in cafe of Kelly’s execution, foon obtained his releafe.
July the 18th Captain Lord Cathcart was appointed Colonel, and
on the firft of Auguft Captain Tarleton, Lieutenant-Colonel of the
Legion: Captain Hovenden and James’s troops were incorporated in
that corps. Captain Rofs was appointed to the rank of Major of
the Queen’s Rangers. Lord Cathcart joined the light troops at
Kingfbridge, and took the command of them. Lieutenant-Colonel
Simcoe having information that three diftin¢t patroles of thirty men
each, fet out early in the morning from General Scott’s camp at
the fame time, by different roads, propofed to his Lordthip to
ambufcade them, on a fuppofition that they had orders to affift each
other in cafe of neceffity; to which his Lordfhip affenting, the
infantry of the Queen’s Rangers marched and occupied a wood two
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miles in front of Kingfbridge, and Lord Cathcart, with the cavaley
of the Rangers, Legion, and Emmerick’s, Iry half a mile in the
rear, from whence he fent out a patrole, which pafling by a road on
the right of the Rangers, advanced a quarter of a mile in its front,
and returned. On its return, Lord Cathcart began firing to attrur
the enemy’s notice, a party of whom croffed the country, and came
near to the Queen’s Rangers, but paflfed no further, and, after firing
into the wood, to the right of the ambufcade, marched off; this
patrole had approached, as was expected, on hearing the firing, and
would inevitably have been taken, but, as it afterwards appeared,
a girl, from a garret window, had feen fome of the foldiers on their
march to the wood, and gave the enemy intelligence.
. Lt. Col. Simcoe was much affected at Lord Cathcart’s having
the rank of Colonel of Provincials, and made, in confequence of it,
application to the Commander in Chief; Sir Henry Clinton, tho’
he waved for the prefent the giving Lt. Col. Simcoe rank of Lord
Cathcart, offered to him that of Colonel, which he refpe&fully (but
as the event has proved moft unfortunately) declined : every motive
that he had to folicit this rank, by Lord Cathcart’s being employe
on other duties, was done away, and Lt. Col."Simcoe remained at
Kingfbridge, in command of his corps, Lt. Col. Emmerick’s, and
the cavalry of the Legion. In Lt. Col. Tarleton, he had a colleague,
full of enterprife and f{pirit, and anxious for every opportunity of
diftinguithing himfelf. Thefe officers, when making obfervations
on the country in front, had a very fingular and narrow efcape, as
they were patroling with 2 few Huzzars. The Stockbridge Indians,
about fixty in number, excellent markfmen, had juft joined Mr.
Wathington’s army. Lt. Col. Simcoe was defcribing a private road
to Lt. Col. Tarleton : Wright, his orderly dragoon, alighted and
took down a fence of Devou’s farm yard, for them to pafs through;
around this farm the Indians were ambufcaded ; Wright had fcarce
mounted his horfe, when thefe officers, for fome trivial reafon, altered
H their
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their intentions, and, {purring their horfes, {oon rode out of fight,
and out of reach of the Indians. In a few days after, they had
certain information of the ambufcade, which they fo fortunately had
efcaped : in all probability, they owed their lives to the Indians’
expectations of furrounding and taking them prifoners. Good in-
formation was foon obtained, by Lt. Col. Simcoe, of General Scot’s
fituation, and characer; and he defired Sir William Erfkine would
lay before the Commander in Chief his requeft, that he would
permit the York Volunteers to join him, for a week ; that, during
that time, he might attack Scot’s camp : he particularly named the
York Volunteers, as he wifhed to unite the Provincials in one en-
terprife ; unfortunately, that regiment could not be fpared, as it was
ordered for embarkation. Scot foon altered his pofition ; and the
fource of intelligence, relative to him, was deftroyed.

The rebels had, in the day time, a guard of cavalry, near Mar-
maroneck, which was withdrawn at night: it was intended to
cover the country, and protect fome fick horfes, turned into the falt
marthes in the neighbourhood; Lt. Col. Simcoe determined to
attempt its furprizal ; General Scot’s camp was not above three miles
rrom it ; and, in cafe of alarm, he had a fhorter march to intercept
the party, at Eaft Chefter bridge, than it had to return there. The
rroeps, confifting of the Queen’s Rangers, and the cavalry of the
Legion, marched at night; at Chefter bridge, Captain Saunders, an
officer of great addrefs and determination was left in ambufcade in
a wood, with a detachment of the Rangers, and in the rear of the
poft that the enemy would, probably, occupy, if they fhould attempt
to cut off the party in its retreat. His dire€tions were, to remain
undifcovered ; to let all patroles pafs ; and, in cafe the enemy fthould
poft themfelves, to wait untill the party, upon its return, fhould
be engaged in forcing the paffage, and then to fally upon their rear.
The troops continued their march, paffing the creek, higher up,
with the greateft filence ; they went through fields, obliterating every

trace
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trace of their paffage when they crofled roads, to avoid difcovery
from difaffeCted people, or the enemy’s numerous patroles. When
they arrived at their appointed ftation, Lt. Col. Tarleton, with the
cavalry, ambufcaded the road, on which the enemy’s guard was t
approach ; Lt. Col. Simcoe occupied the center, with the infantry,
in a wood, and Major Rofs was pofted on the right, to intercey:
whomfoever Lt. Col. Tarleton fhould let pafs. Two or three com-
miffaries, and others, who were on a fithing party, were tak=:.
At fix o'clock, as he was previoufly ordered, Lt. Col. Tarlizton
left his poft, when the party of the enemy inftantly appeared in hi:
rear : they owed their fafety to mere accident. The information
that both the old and new piquet of the enemy generally arrived
at this poft at five o’clock, was true; a horfe, belonging to
ferjeant, breaking loofe, the officer chofe to wait ’till it was caught,
and this delayed them for a full hour. Three dragoons, who had
previoufly advanced to a houfe within the ambufcade, were now
taken, and about thirty or forty lame or fick horfes. The troops,
followed at a diftance by the rebel dragoons, returned home without
any accident. Scot, upon the alarm, ordered off his baggage ; and
Wathington fent cannon, and troops, to his afliftance, and put his
army under arms.  Captain Saunders permitted two patroles to pafs,
having effe¢tually concealed his party. The prifoners faid, that, two
mornings before, General Gates had been there fithing.

Lt. Col. Simcoe, returning from head quarters, the 2oth of
Auguft, heard a firing, in front, and being informed that Lt. Col.
Emmerick had patroled, he immediately marched to his affiftance.
He foon met him retreating ; and Lt. Col. Emmerick being of opinion
the rebels were in {fuch force, that it would be advifeable to return, he
did fo. Lt. Col. Simcoe underftood that Nimham, an Indian chief,
and fome of his tribe, were with the enemy ; and by his fpies, who
were excellent, he was informed that they were highly clated at the
retreat of Emmerick’s corps, and applied it to the whole of the light

H 2 troops
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troops at Kingfbridge. Lt. Col. Simcoe took meafures to encreafc
their belief; and, ordering a day’s provifion to be cooked, marched
the next morning, the 31t of Auguft, a fmall diftance in front of the
poft, and determined to wait there the whole day, in hopes of be-
traying the enemy into an ambufcade : the country was moft fa-
vorable to it. His idea was, as thc enemy moved upon the road
which is delineated in the plan as interfecting the country, to advance
from his flanks ; this movement would be perfectly concealed by
the fall of the ground upon his right, and by the woods upon the
left ; and he meant to gain the heights in the rear of the enemy,
attacking whomfoever fhould be within by his cavalry and fuch
infantry as might be neceffary. In purfuance of thefe intentions,
Lt. Col. Emmerick, with his corps, was detached from the Queen’s
Rangers, and Legion ; as, Lt. Col. Simcoe thought, fully inftruted
in the plan; however, he, moft unfortunately, miftook the nearer
houfe for one at a greater diftance, the names being the fame, and
there he pofted himfelf, and foon after fent from thence a patrole
torward, upon the road, before Lt. Col. Simcoe could have time to
ftop it. This patrole had no bad effe, not meeting with any
cnemy : had a fingle man of it deferted, or been taken, the whole
attempt had, probably, been abortive. Lt. Col. Simcoe, who was
half way up a tree, on the top of which was a drummer boy,
faw a flanking party of the enemy approach. The troops had
tcarcely fallen into their ranks, when a fmart firing was heard
from the Indians, who had lined the fences of the road, and were
exchanging fhot with Lt. Col. Emmerick, whom they had dif-
covered. The Queen’s Rangers moved rapidly to gain the heights,
and Lt. Col. Tarleton immediately advanced with the Huzzars, and
the Legion cavalry : not being able to pafs the fences in his front,
be made a circuit to return further upon their right ; which being
reported to Lt. Col. Simcoe, he broke from the column of the
Rangers, with the grenadier company, and, dire®ting Major Rofs

to
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to condult the corps to the hcights, advinced to the read, on
arrived, without being perceived, within ten yards of the [ndians.
They had been intent upon the attack of Emmerick’s corpe, ard
the Legion; they now gave a yell, and fired upon the grenadic
company, wounding four of them, and Lt. Col. Simcoe. Theo
were driven from the fences ; and Lt. Col. Tarleton, with the
cavalry, got among them, and purfued them rapidly down Court-
land’s-ridge : that ative officer had a narrow efcape ; in ftriking at
one of the fugitives, he loft his balance and fell from his horic .
luckily, the Indian had no bayonet, and his mufket had been dif-
charged. Lieut. Col. Simcoe joined the battalion, and frized the
heights. A Captain of the rebel light infantry, and a few of his
men, were taken ; but a body of them, under Major Stewart, who
afterwards was diftinguithed at Stony-point, lett the Indians, and fled.
Though this ambufcade, in its greater part, failed, it was of con-
fequence. Near forty of the Indians were killed, cr defperately
wounded ; among others, Nimham, a chieftain, who had been in
England, and his fon; and it was reported to have ftopt a largcr
number of them, who were excellent markimen, trcm :oining
General Wathington’s army. The Indian doctor was taken ; and he
faid, that when Nimham faw the grenadiers clofe in his rear, he
called out to his people to fly, ¢ that he himfelf was ¢ld, and would
«¢ die there;” he wounded Lt. Col. Simcoe, and was killed by
Wright, his orderly Huzzar. The Indians fought moft gallantly ;
they pulled more than one of the cavalry from their horfes; French,
an active youth, bugle-horn to the Huzzars, ftruck at an Indian,
but miffed his blow ; the man dragged him from his horfe, and
was fearching for his knife to ftab him, when, loofening French'’s
hand, he luckily drew out a pocket-piftol, and fhot the Indian
through the head, in which fituation he was found. One man of
the Legion cavalry was killed, and one of them, and two of the

Huzzars, wounded.
Colonet
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Colonel Gift, who commanded a light corps of the rebels, was
pofted near Babcock’s houfe, from whence he mac.le frequent
patroles. Lt. Col. Simcce had determined to attack him ; Whex?,
a deferter coming in, at night, who gave an accurate account of his
pofition, the following 'morning was fixed upon for the attempt.
General Kniphaufen, who commanded at Kingfbridge, approved of
the enterprite, and ordered a detachment of the Yagers to co-operate
in it; Lt. Col. Emmerick undertook to lead the march, having,
in his corps, people who were well acquainted with the country.
The following difpofition was made. Emmerick’s infantry, fol-
lowed by the Queen’s Rangers, were to march through the meadows
on the fide of Valentine’s hill, oppofite Courtland’s-ridge, and pafs
between the rebel centries to Babcock’s houfe, when they would
be in the rear of Gift’s encampment, which they were immediately
to attack ; Lieut. Col. Tarleton, with the whole of the cavalry, was
to proceed to cover the right, and arrive at Valentine’s hill by day-
light; a detachment of Yagers, under Captain Wreden, were to
march on Courtland’s-ridge, and to halt oppofite to Gif¥s encamp-
ment ; and a larger detachment of Yagers, under Major Prufchank,
were, at the fame time, to be ready to force Phillips’s bridge,
then to proceed to the bridge oppofite Babcock’s houfe, and to cut
off the enemy’s retreat by that road. The fignal for thefe divifions’
moving on was to be the noife of ftorming Gift's encampment.
Lt. Col. Emmerick conduéted the march in fo able a manner, and
the whole corps followed with fo much filence, that the enemy’s
centinels were paffed without alarm, and this divifion gained the
heights in the rear, and could fee the whole chain of centinels
walking below them. Major Rofs was detached to poffefs himfelf
of Peft’s heufe, to preferve a communication with Lt. Col. Tarle-
ten. on Valentine's hill ; the remainder of the Rangers inclined to
the right, towards Gift's camp, and Lt. Col. Emmerick was directed
to fecure the faw-mill road. Firing f{oon began; and it was ap-

parent
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parent from Lt. Col. Emmerick’s quartcr, whom the enemy had
difcovered. Lt. Col. Simcoe immediately moved rapidly 1nto the
road, and diretly up the fteeps to the enemyv's camp, as a nearcr
way than through the thickets; he attained it, and, to his great
furprize, found that Major Prufchank had not forced Phillips’s
bridge, as had been intended, but had crofied and joined Captain
Wreden on Courtland’s-ridge, and that Colonel Gift had efcaped
through the paffage which had been {o unaccountably left open
Lt. Col. Tarleton fell in with a patrole of cavalry, and difperfed
it; and the Queen’s Rangers, as foon as they got pofleflion of Gift’s
camp, having ambufcaded themfelves, took a patrole which came
forward on hearing the firing. The troops fet fire to Gift's huts,
and returned to their camp. Soon after, Mr. Wathington quitted
the White-plains ; and Lt. Col. Simcoe was not a little gratified
at the country people, among other reafons, attributing this meafure
to the continual checks which his light troops had received. The
next day, he patrolled fo near as to be certain of the enemy having
decamped.  Soon after, patrolling again to that f{pot, Lt, Col.
Tarleton, who was in the front, fent to inform Lt. Col. Simcoe
that he underftood there was a piquet of the enemy two miles off to
the right of the White-plains, and defired that he would fend a
party to the Plains to watch that quarter, while he galloped on
to the enemy’s poft. Lt. Col. Simcoe went himfelf to the White-
plains, and obferved and fketched the inacceflible ground which
Mr. Wathington had occupied, in 1776, and which hitherto had
not been vifited by any Britifth officer; Lieut. Col. Tarleton, foon
after, returned; he had put the enemy’s piquet to flight, and
taken fome prifoners.

Colonel (now Sir Archibald) Campbell advanced, the latter end of
September, with the 71ft regiment and the light troops, to Mile-
fquare, where, foon after, Major-General Grant, with a larger force,

occupied the ground, from the Brunx’s, at Hunt’s bridge, to the
North
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Morth river. The Provincial troops, confifting of the Queen’s
Rangers, Delancey’s, Emmerick’s, and Legion cavalry, under
Lieut. Col. Simcoe, were on the right, beyond the Brunx, and
formed a flying camp between that and Chefter creek : as this corps
was liable to be ftruck at, it feldom encamped two days and nights
in the fame place, and conftantly occupied a ftrong pofition. Their
patroles, croffing the country, together with the Yagers, who were
on the left, effetually covered the camp. An ambufcade was laid
by Colonel Lee, for the Yager patroles, which, in part, was fuc-
cefsful. General Grant, withing to retaliate upon the enemy, an
attempt was made to furprize a poft at Hammond’s houfe; the
Provincial troops were to make a circuit to gain its rear, and the
Yagers were to approach to the front. After a very fatiguing and
long march, the party gained their pofition, but the enemy had
gone off. On the return to camp, Lieutenant Colonel Simcoe
met General Grant, and requefted, that, as the corps under his
command was feverely fatigued and incapable of exertion, he might
pafs the Brunx, and lie within the guards of the line. 'The General
affented : nor was it ufelefs, for the next day, when they returned
to their former pofition, Major Rofs made a patrole, and brought
certain ntclligence that a large body of the enemy’s infantry, prefling
horfes, had approached the poft, at night, within two miles, intend-
ing to attack it.

Earl Cornwallis, being foraging near the Englith neighbourhood,
in the Jerfeys, it was thought eafy, whilft his lordfhip pufhed a
body of militia, who were watching his motions in front, to inter-
cept their retreat by pafling a corps over the North river; for this
purpofe, Colonel Campbell, with the 71ft and Queen’s Rangers,
were ordered to embark from Phillips’s houfe; they arrived there,
and waited for the boats from New-York, which did not come, or
land them ’till three hours after the appointed time. However, the
cnemy had changed their pofition, and Colonel Campbell joined

General
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General Grey, who had juft furprized Faylor's dragoons; his troops
being frefh, he offered his fervices to pencicate {urther into the coun-
try, and to colle®t what cattle he cculd; which being done, thi:
detachment recrofled the river, and returncd on the eveninz to their
feveral encampments. It requires great fkill, and (Hll grecter
attention, to adapt the movements of any embarkation in boats tc
the tides and thoals of rivers: this was the fccond expedition men-
tioned in this Journal, which might have failid, from the want of
fuch knowledge, or of attcntion in its exccution.

General Grant, being to embark for the Weft-Indies, wus o well
{atisfied with the Queen’s Rangers, that he told Lt. Col. Simcoe, if
he could get Sir Henry Clinton’s permiffion, he would readily ke
him, and his corps, among the number of chofen troops deftined for
that fervice. This kind and generous offer, could not but be
highly agreeable to him, and to the ofhicers of the Quzen’s Ran-
gers, and nothing could have made them decline it, but a convi&ion
that it would not be juft in them to the many very voluable native
Americans who were among their non-commiflioned officers, and
foldiers ; Lt. Col. Simcoe, therefore, refpectfully declincd this very
advantageous offer, and the certainty of Britith rank vwhich muft hove
refulted from it. Major Rofs went upon the expedition as Briozde-
Major, and Lt. Col. Simcoe was deprived of the affiftance of his
valuable friend, as his country was, too fcon, of tie fervices of this
gallant officer, he being unfortunately killed ot Si. Chriftopher’s.
Captain Armftrong was appointed Major in his room. Lieut. Cel.
Simcoe, Captain in the 4oth, which regiment wen: with General
Grant, was permitted to remain in the Rangers, by a very honorable
diftintion which the Commander in Chief was pieafed to make, in
public orders. The army, foon after, returned to York ifland; and
the Rangers fell back nearer to the redoubts.

Captain Beckwith {now Major), aid-du-camp to General Knip-
haufen, procured intelligence of the ftrength, and of the views of the

I enemy’s
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cnemy’s advanced corps; and he informed Lieut. Col. Simcoe, that
Colonel Armand lay in a fituation eafily to be furprized. In a few
days, fome deferters came in: upon their arrival, Captain Beckwith
examined them, and fent them on to head quarters at New-York.
I.t. Col. Simcoe went immediately to New-York, to get the de-
ferters, as guiles; unfortunately, they had enlifted in the Legion,
and been font to Long ifland, where that corps, having left Kings-
bridge, was quartered.  Their information was, that one centry was
poited by cach houfe, that Armand had neither vedettes nor piquets,
and that his horfes were unfaddled, during the night, and in dif-
ferent {tables.

Before the troops went into winter quarters, it was neceflary, that
{utiicient boards thould be procured to hut thofe who were to remain
in the vicinity of Kingfbridge, and the light troops were of the parties
who colleéted them. Lt. Col. Simcoe propofed to General Tryon,
who commuanded the Britith, to take down Ward’s houfe, and the
buildings in its vicinity ; and that, while a covering party fhould halt
there, hec would attempt to furprize Colonel Thomas, a very active
partizan of the enemy, and a poft of dragoons, nearly twenty miles

eyond it.  General Tryon acquiefced in the propofal, and directed it
to be put in execution, but feemed very doubtful, whether fo wary a per-
fon as Thomas could be circumvented. Lt. Col. Simcoe marched
all night, with Emmerick’s and the Queen’s Rangers, and furrounded
Thomas’s houfe by diy-break. He never lay at home before that
nizht, and had done o in confequence of the Britith troops, in
general, being gone into winter quarters, and one of his own
{pies being deceived, and made to believe that the Queen’s Rangers
were to march to Long ifland. One fhot was fired from the
window, which, unfortunately, killed a man, by the fide of Lt. Col.
Simcoe ; the houfe was immediately forced, and, no refiftance being
made, the officers fhut the doors of the different rooms, to prevent
the irritated {oldiers from revenging their unfortunate comrade : the

man,
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man who fired was the only perfon killed ; but Thomas, after Lt.
Col. Simcoe had perfonally protected him and enfured his fafcty,
jumped out of the window, and, fpringing over fome fences, would
have certainly efcaped, notwithftanding moft of Emmerick’s rile-
men fired at him, had not an Huzzar leapt after him and cat at
him with his fword, (which he crouched fiom and luckily efcaped,)
when he furrendered. The cavalry proceeded on to the enemy’s
piquet, at a mile diftance. They had been al.rined by the firing, and
were formed ; they fired their carbines (by which Captain Ogden, of
Emmerick’s, was wounded), and fled : they were purfued, but to
no purpofe. ‘The troops returned to General Tryon, who was, in
perfon, at Ward’s houfe, and who was much pleafed at this mif-
chievous partizan’s being taken. This march was above fifty miles.
The feafon had been, for fome time, dreadfully inclement, and
was feverely felt by the troops encamped on the expofed heights
of Kingfbridge ; it was, therefore, with great pleafure, that Lieut.
Col. Simcoe received orders to march for winter quarters to
Opyfter bay, in Long ifland, where he arrived on the 19th of No-
vemuber.  As it was underftood that this village was to be the
winter cantonment of the corps, no time was loft in fortifving it ;
the very next day, the whole corps was employed in cutting fatcines.
There was a centrical hill, which totally commanded the village,
and feemed well adapted for a place of arms; the outer circuit of
this hill, in the moft acceffible places, was to be fortified by funken
ficches, joined by abbattis, and would have contained the whole
corps ; the fummit was covered by a fquare redoubt, and was capable
of holding feventy men; platforms were ereted, in each angle, for
the field pieces, and the guard-houfe, in the center, cafed and filled
with fand, was rendered mufket proof, and looped fo as to command
the platforms, and furface of the parapet; the ordinary guard, twenty
men, were {ufhicient for its defence. Some of the militia afiifted,
in working, one day, when Sir William Frfkine came to Oyfter
I2 hav,
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bay, intsntionally to remove the corps to Jericho, a quarter the
Lezion was to quit in order to accompany him to the eaft end of
the ifland. Lt. Col. Simcoe reprefented to him, that in cafe of the
enemy’s pafling the jound, both Oyfter bay and Jericho were at too
great a diftance from cny poft to expect fuccour, but that the latter
was equally liable to furprize as Oyfter bay, that its being farther
from the coaft was no advantage, as the enemy, acquainted with the
country, and in league with the difafic&ted inhabitants of it, could
have full time to peaetrate, undifcovered, through the woods, and,
that the vicinity of Oyfter bay to the fea coaft would enable him to
have a more watchfil eye cver the landing places, and to acquire a
knowledge of the principles of the inhabitants in thefe important
fituations ; and that provifions from New-York might be received
by water. Sir William Erfkine was ple.fod to agree with Lt. Col.
Simcoe ; and exprefled himfelf highly fatisied with ths means that
had been talzen to enfure the poft; and, on his reprefentation, the
corps was permitted to remain in its prefent cantonments. There
was a {fmall gareiion at Lloyd’s neck, within twelve miles of Oyfter
bay : a feint, in cafe of attack, would ferve to have kept this poft
within its redoubts. The neareft cantonment was at Jamaica,
where the Britith grenadiers lay; this was almoft thirty miles from
Oyfter bay. The New-England fhore was not more than twelve,
and in many plices but feven or eight miles over; and there were
many favorable landing places within a mile or two of Oyfter bay.
The enemy could raife any number of men for fuch an expe-
dition ; General Parfons lay, with fome regular troops, in the
vicinity, and there were whale-boats {ufficient to carry two thoufand
men, who, in three hours, might attack the cantonment. The
fituation was an anxious one, and required all the vigilance and fyitem
of dilcipline to prevent an alive enemy from taking advantage of it.
Every feparate quarter was loop-holed, and furrounded with abbatis
m f:ch 2 manner that it could not be forced. A houfe was

moved,
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moved, bodily, to the rear, near to the beach, wher: the Highland
and Grenadier companies were quartercd. A general plan of defence
was calculated for the whole; and proper orders were given, in ca’:
of attack. Patroles were frequently made ; the friendly inhobitants
were on the watch, and fome depredations having been committed,
convalefcent foldiers, of good characters, were fent to lodge in the
houfes of thofe of the vicinity who chofe it; and fignals were appointed
to be made by the country people, in cafe any plunderers were out,
on which, centinels were to be placed on each barrack. and the rolis
immediately called ; by thefe, and other precautions, marauding was
effetually prevented : fince the conclufion of the war, Lieut. Col.
Simcoe has had the fatisfaction of hearing, that his precautions were
not in vain, for that, more than once, an attack on Oyfter-bay
was meditated, and laid afide.

There being little probability of the Queen’s Rangers recruiting,
notwithftanding the exertions of the parties on that fervice, while
much greater bounties were given, by regiments now raifing, than
Government allowed the Provincials, it was, in public orders, re-
commended to the confideration of the officers, ¢ whether a ftri¢
¢¢ foldier-like, and honorable czconomy, which their prefent fituation
¢ would admit of, might not enable them, by adding to the bounties
¢ allowed by Government, to recruit their companies, and give
‘¢ them opportunities of acting in a wider {phere at the commence-
“ ment of the next campaign, which, from every appearance, was
¢ like to be moft active ?” The officers fubfcribed hberally to the
recruiting fund. The Commander in Chief intending to auvgment
the Huzzars of the Queen’s Rangers, to a troop of fifty, or more,
Lt. Col. Simcoe applied, through Sir William Erfkine, that Lieut.
Wickham fhould be captain; Licut. M‘Nab lieutenant; Quarter-
mafter Spencer, of the 16th dragoons, cornet; and Serjeant Spurry,
of the fame regimsznt, quarter-mafter. That regiment hod been

drafted, and Lt. Col. Simcoe, with his utmoft folicitations, could
not
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not procure the Quarter-mafter, or a fingle dragoon from the corps.
The regalar and methodical mode of drefling, and feeding the horfes,
was the point of fervice that the troop withed to be inftructed in,
by the regular dragoons. The fituation at Oyfter bay was extremely
well calculated to fecure the health of the foldiery ; the water was
excellent ; there was plenty of vegetables, and oyfters to join with
their falt provifions, and bathing did not a little contribute, with
the attention of the officers to\cleanlinefs, to re ler them in high
order for the field, nor were they without fufficient exercife: the
garrifon in New-York being in great want of forage, Oyfter bay
became a centrical and fafe depofit for it, and frequent expeditions,
towards the eaftern and interior parts of the ifland, were made to
enforce the orders of the Commander in Chief in this refpect;
excurfions were alfo frequently made to execute other orders, relative
to the intercourfe with the inhabitants of the rebel coaft, and to
efcort meflengers, &c. between Sir William Erfkine, who com-
manded on the eaft end of the ifland, and Jamaica. Lt. Whitlock,
having a perfe& knowledge of the country about Norwalk, pro-
poied to burn the whale-boats, which were harbcared there, and
had infefted the found, and taken feveral of the wood and provifion
veflels ; he was immediately difpatched to the Commander in
Chief, to lay his propofals before him. Sir Henry Clinton, at this
period, did not think it advifable to put Lieut. Whitlock’s plan
in execution. The officers of the Queen’s Rangers always under-
{tood, that whatever plans they might offer for the good of the
King’s fervice, would be patronized, and fairly reprefented to the
Commander in Chicf, by the Lieutenant-Colonel, that they might
icap the fruit of their own exertions. The corps had conftantly
been exercifed in the firing motions, and the charging with bay-
nncts, upon their refpective parades; as the feafon opened, they
were aflfembled together: they were, particularly, trained to attack
2 fuppofed cnemy, pofted behind railing, the common pofition

of
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of the rebels; they were inftructed not to fire, but to charge their
bayonets with their mufk.ts loaded, and, upon their arrival at the
fence, each foldier to take his aim at their opponents, who were then
fuppofed to have been driven from it; they were taught th:t, in
the pofition of running, their bodies afforded a lefs and morc un-
certain mark to their antagonifts, whofe minds alfo muft be perturbed
by the rapidity of their approach with undifcharged arms. The
light infantry, and Huzzars, were put under the direGtion of Captain
Saunders, who taught them to gallop through woods, and a&ing
together, the light infantry learnt to run, by holding the horfes
manes ; the cavalry were, alfo, inftructed, as the infantry lay flat
upon the ground, to gallop through their files. The grand divifions
were exercifed in the manual, and firing motions, by their refpe&ive
commanders, but they were forbidden to teach them to march i
flow time, they were ¢ to pay great attention to the inftruction
¢¢ of their men in charging with their bayonets, in which cafe, the
¢¢ charge was never to be lefs than zbree bundred yards, gradually
¢t increafing in celerity from its firft outfet, taking great care thas
¢¢ the grand divifion has its ranks perfectly clofe, and the pace
¢¢ adapted to the fhorteft men. The foldier is, particularly, to be
¢ taught, to keep his head well up, and erect: it is graceful, on all
¢ occafions, but abfolutely neceflary if an enemy dare ftand the
¢¢ charge; when the Britith foldier, who fixes with his eye the
¢ attention of his opponent, and, at the fame inftait, puthes with
¢¢ his bayonet without looking down on its point, is certain of con-
¢¢ queft.” When the weather permitted, the corps was frequently
exercifed together, particularly in occupying ground, on the fuppo-
fition of the enemy’s landing to attack the poft; they were fhewn
how to make, and navigate rafts, conftructed on the fimpleft prin-

ciples, and with the flighteft materials.
On the 18th of April, a party of Refugees went from Oyfter bay,
being furnifhed with arms, agreeable to an order from head quarters,
to
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to take the Generals Parfons and Silliman from the oppofite thore.
They did not rifk the attack on General Parfons, but they brought
Brisdier Silliman to Opyfter bay: he was fent, the next day, to
New-York.

I Col. Simncoe had been directed towards the center of the ifland,
to enquire into a fuppoled intercourfe held with Conneéticut; he
had the Fluzzars, and {ome infantry, with him. The weather was
inclement, and the troops occupied two or three different houfes :
{uich precautions were taken as the quarters would admit of. At
night, the advance centinel, on the Lieutenant-Colonel’'s quarters,
fired. The man was queftioned ; he perfifted, that he challenged
three or four men, with arms : tho” he was a fteady foldier, it ap-
peared fo improbable, that any enemy could be in Long ifland, that
he was not credited. It was afterwards known, that a party of
twenty men had been concealed there, in hopes to take fome officer,
for near three weeks, and that could they have furprized Lt. Col.
Simcoe’s quarters, it was meant to have attacked them.

On the 2d of May, the Commander in Chief was pleafed to
fignify, in general orders, to the Provincial troops, ¢ that his
¢ Muajefty, anxious to reward their faithful fervices, and {pirited
*¢ condudl, upon feveral occafions, has been pleafed to confer upon
*“ them the following marks of his Royal favor.” The articles
were then enumerated, and were all material to that fervice: the
principal were ; ¢ ‘T'hat the officers of Provincial corps fhall rank as
““ juniors of the rank to which they belong, and if difabled in
¢ fervice, fhould be entitled to the fame gratuity as officers of the
‘“ eftablithed army ; and, to diftinguith the zeal of fuch regiments
‘¢ as fhall be compleated, his M. jefly will, uyon the recommendat.on
‘“ of the Commander in Chief, make the rank of thofe officers
‘¢ permaneit in cmerica, and will allow them half-pay, upon the
# reduction of their regiments, in the fame manner as the officers of
“ the Britith reduced regiments are paid.” In confequence of this

order,
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order, the Queen’s Rangers were recommended by the Commander
in Chief, and ftiled, and numbered, as the firf} American i oimeqr :
the doubt whether they came under the letter of the defcription, a:
thev were not at prefent actually compleat, was gracioufly expluincd,
by his Majefty, in their favor, as they had formerly been {o; the
New-York Volunteers, and the Volunteers of Ireland, were, at tii:
fame time, placed upon this eftablithment.

The Queen’s Rangers, confifting of three hundred and tixty, rank
and file, in great health and activity, left their cantonments on the
18th of May, and, by a given rout, arrived at Kingfbridge, and en-
camped there on the 27th, and formed the advance of the right
column of the army, which marched from thence, on the 29th, to
a pofition extending from Phillips’s houfe to Eaft Chefter heights ;
Sir William Erfkine commanding the cavalry, and light troovs, he
encamped, with a divifion of the line, and the light troops, on the
1ft of May, at Dobb’s ferry. Lt. Col. Simcoe marched, on the 5d
of June, to Croton bridge, where the enemy had been colle&ing the
cattle of the country, which he feized upon; at the fame time, he
covered the retreat of Lt. Col. Tarleton, who had paffed that bridae
and beat up the quarters of a party, four miles farther: he took fome
prifoners, and returned to Dobb’s ferry. On the 6th, Sir William
Erfkine fell back towards Valentine’s hill ; the Queen’s Rangers
encamping on Odle’s hill : foon after, they formed part of the efcort
which accompanied the Commander in Chief to the VWhite-plains.
On the 24th of June, the Queen’s Rangers, and Legion, marched
by different routes, to Croton bridge ; the Queen’s Rangers arriving
firt, and being difcovered, the Huzzars attacked and routed a
fmall patrole of the enemy, taking a few prifoners: Lieutenant
Whitlock, who was on a piquet while the troops halted to refrefh
themfelves, ambufcaded a patrole, and took a Captain, and fome
privates. 'The Queen’s Rangers, and Legion, marched to North-
caftle, and lay there that night : the enemy having feveral

K parties
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parties in the neighbourhood, before day, Captain Moncrief, of the
Rangers was detached to take poft, without difcovering himfelf, in a
weod, wiich commanded a dangerous pafs through which the troops
vrere to march; they fell back, without moleftation, on Colonel
Wurmb, vho had advanced to the White-plains, to fupport them,
and returned, the next day, with him to the army.

The army marched, on the 8th of July, in two columns, to Mar-
maroneck ; the Queen’s Rangers were, 1n front of that, on the right.
On the gth, the Commander in Chief marched with the army to
Byram’s bridge: on leaving this camp, to return to Marmaroneck,
the next day, the Queen’s Rangers formed the rear guard. Upon this
march, three foldiers, ftragglinz at a fmall diftance from their huts,
were taken by fome militia; Lt. Col. Simcoe exprefled, in orders,
¢ that he is moft fenfibly affced at the lofs of the three men, who
< ftragsled from their poft during the laft march. He feels himfelf
¢ but ill repaid for the confidence he has placed in the regiment,
<« znd his inclination to eafe their duty, by never pofting an un-
<« nocellary centinel ; at the fame time, he trufts, that, as this has
« Leen tae 5 infanes of the kind during the time he has had the
¢« honer of commanding the Queen’s Rangers, it will be the laft;
¢ and, that the foldiers will refle@ what they muft fuffer, by a long
¢ imprifonment, from a mean and defpicable enemy, who never has,
or can gain any advantaze over them, but what arifes from their
¢ own difobedience of orders.”

Captain Saunders, patroling towards Byram bridge, purfued a party
of rcbels. Their leader, Colonel Thomas, efcaped, by quitting his
horfe and running into a fwamp: he had his parole when made pri-
foner, the year before ; but he was guilty of fome mal-pradtices on
Long ifland, and made his efcape, pretending to juftify his breaking of
his parole by faying, that he underftood it was meant to imprifon him.

An ambufcade, for a party of the enemy’s militia, and dragoons,
was projected, with every appearance of fuccefs ; and General

Vaughan,
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Vaughan, having approved of it, had dire®ed Lt. Col. Simcoc,

and Major Delancey, to put it into execution, the next morning ;
but, at night, the firing at Verplank’s-point was heard, and the
news of the capture of Stoney-point was brought to the camp. The
Commander in Chief embarking for Verplank’s-point, on the 1tk
of July, Colonel Birch was detached from General Vaughan’s army,
with the 17th dragoons, Queen’s Rangers, and Legion, to mulke a
difplay of force, and to occupy the heights on Croton river, above
Pine’s bridge. The troops made great fires, and every demontftration
of their being in force; the heights they occupied were vifible from
Verplank’s and Stony-point. Two of the Rangers, who knew the
country, pafled the Croton river, and, returning, brought information
that a brigade of the enemy’s militia vwere to encamp, in the evening,
on a particular {pot, within three or four milcs ; that provifions swere
prepared for them, and that there was not the fmalleft {ufpicion of
the King's troops being in the neighbourhced ; it appeared evident
that it would be eafy to furprize and deftroy this corps, but Colonel
Birch’s orders, to his great regret, were pofitive not to pais the
Croton. On the 20th, the troops marched back to Dobb’s ferry,
where the army had arrived, with whom they returned, on the z:d,
to the old camp, in front of Valentine’s hill : the Queen’s Rangers
clofing the rear of the left column. Major-General Mattacws com-
manded the troops in the new camp ; and on the joth, he directed his
light troops to make, refpectively, ftrong patroles, and at a given
time, and to a prefcribed point. Lt. Col. Terleton on the right ,
Emmerick, and Simcoe, in the center ; and the Yagers on the left.
Lt. Col. Emmerick feli in with a ftrong party of the enemy’s covalry,
who charged his dragoons, which retreated, and drew them into an
ambufcade of the infantry, upon whofe firinv, the cnemy fled.
Colonel Wurmb, and Lt. Col. Simcoe heard the firing, and puthdd
to cut off the retreat of the enemy, which was {o very precipitate,

K2 thot,
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that, after a long purfuit, only two or three of their rear fell into
the hands of the Yagers.

The troops fell back to Kingfbridge : the Queen’s Rangers,
Emmerick’s, and the Legion, occupying the fame pofition they had
done the year before. On the sth of Auguft, Lt. Col. Simcoe,
returning, at mid-night, from New-York, had not alighted from his
horfe, when a Refugee came in, from Weft-Chefter, and informed
him, that a rebel party of dragoons had furprized feveral of their
quarters, had taken many prifoners, and that he had efcaped in the
confufion. Lieut. Col. Simcoe called ¢ to arms,” and fent to the
Legion, and Lt. Col. Emmerick, to join him ; he marched imme-
diately, with the cavalry of the thrce corps: Major Cochrane
commanded that of the Legion, Lt. Col. Tarleton being in New-
York. The infantry was direCted to follow, with all expedition ;
and information was fent to Colonel Wurmb. The enemy were
purfued {o expeditioufly, that moft of the Loyalifts, whom they had
taken, efcaped; and, at New Rochelle, Lt. Col. Simcoe, with the
advanced cuard, overtook Colonel White, who commanded the
enemy, with his rear guard ; they fired their piftols at the Huzzars,
who did not return a fhot. The cavalry being arrived, Colonel
White was o prefled, that he left his infantry, and paffed a bridge:
the enemy’s infantry, unable to attain it, threw themfelves over a
ftone wall, clofe to the left of the road. This bridge was a mile
from Marmaroneck ; where, it was underftood, the enemy were in
force. It was obvious, that there would be little probability of
cutting off White’s faticued cavalry, unlefs the fire of the infantry
could be paffed ; Lt. Col. Simcoe attempted to ruth paft it, hoping
that the enemy’s confufion, and their pofition clofe to the road,
would, as the event juftified, hurry them to give their fire 0bliguely ;
unluckily, it was fatal on the moft effential point ; four Huzzars,
and five horfes, being either killed or difabled in the front, which was

checked 3
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checked ; and, at the fame time, from fome unknown cauf, the rear
moved about, and the confufion reached to the center. Lieut. Col.
Simcoe, in this diforder, ordered Captain Diemar, who commanded
an independant troop of Huzzars, which followed the Queen’s
Rangers, to pafs the wall in purfuit of the enemy’s infantry, who
had fled from it; he did {o; and Captain James, with his troop,
and others of the Legion followed him, two or three of whem
without orders, and, unfupported, paffed the bridge, and were killed
there. Lt. Col. Simcoe tried to get information of any collutcral
road, by which, without paffing the bridge, he could purfue the
enemy, who naturally fuppofing that the check might have ftopped
his party, would be induced to retreat at a flower rate than if they
were direé?ly purfued ; but he could procure no guide, and, in the
mean time, a Refugee, who had efcaped, brought certain intelligence
that the enemy were unfupported by any infantry but thofe with
whom the fkirmith had happened. One of the enemy was killed
by their own fire, clofe to the fence; two, or three, by Captain
Diemar, in the purfuit, others were drowned in paflfing the creck ,
and, by the enemy’s gazette it appeared, ‘¢ that driven into a bad
pofition, they were compelled to fight at difadvantage, and Isft
twelve men.” The cavalry, on Captain Diemar’s return, imme-
diately continued the purfuit to Byram bridge, beyond which it was
not prudent or ufeful to follow : fome more of the Loyalifts were
refcued, but none of the enemy overtaken. On the return, the
cavalry were divided, by troops, and {fcoured the woods back to
Marmaroneck, but without effe@; there they met with the Britith
and Heflian light troops, with whom they returned to camp.

On the 8th of Auguft, the light troops fell back to the redoubts:
A grand guard being in advance, which reported to Lt. Col. Simcoe,
as fenior officer of the Provincials. the Queen’s Rangers were, for
the firft time fince they left winter quarters, permitted to take off
their coats, at night, untill further orders: in cafe of fudden alorm,

they



[ 70 1]

they were ordered to form on their company’s parade, undrefled,
with filence and regularity ; the bayonets were never to be unfixed.
The Commander in Chief was pleafed to place Captain Sandford’s
troop of Buci’s county dragoons under the command of Licut. Col.
Simcoe, ’till further orders; Captain Diemar’s Huzzars were alfo
addzd to his commind ; and this whole corps marched for Oyfter
bay on the 13th of Auguft: the cavalry, and cannon, by the rout
of Hell-gates, and the infantry by Frog’s neck, where they em-
barked, paffed over on the 1s5th, and joiniirg the cavalry, arrived
at Oyfter bay on the 17th.

In this interval, the officers, commanding grand divifions, were
ordered to make their men perfe&t in the whole of the manual
exercife. Serjeant M‘Pherfon, a corporal, and twelve men, were
{feleGed, and placed under the command of Lieutenant Shaw : they
were armed with fwords and rifles ; and, being daily exercifed in firing .
at objets, foon became moft admirable and ufeful markf{men.

There was every reafon to believe that the enemy meant to attack
{ome of the pofts on Long ifland ; that at Lloyd’s neck had been the
objet of frequent expeditions ; and Lt. Col. Simcoe’s orders were
to affift it, in cafe of neceflity. On fome mufketry being fired in
that qacter, at mid-night, he galloped there with the cavalry, and
cannon; the infantry followed.  The alarm proved to be a falfe one;
but Colonel Ludlow, v.ho commanded that poft, was of opinion, that
this appearance of attention might prevent the attack on it, which
he had certain information, was ferioufly intended againft Long
ilind, a part only of the general operations meditated againft New-
York on the expetted arrival of D’Lftaing, with his fleet, from the’
Weft Indies.

On the gth of O&ob:r, it was hinted to Lt. Col. Simcoe, to hold
his corps in readinefs for embarkation. On the 1gth, it marched
tor tat purpofe; the cavalry to Jericho, where they were to remain
undzr the command of Licut. Col, Tarleton, and the infantry to

Jamaica,
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Tamaica, which proceeded to Y cllo‘v-hooﬁ, and embarlcd ¢t the 24tl..
Earl Cornwallis commanded this expediticn, confifling of the 7‘t'~
21d, 22d, 33d, g57th regiments, Ral e
commanded by Lord Rawdun; it was {unpoicd to beintend.d fr
Jamaica, at that time prefumed to be t]lu;, wtened vich an involion
from M. d’Eftaing.  On intellijence being reciived, that his dedgns
were pointed elfewhere, the troopo vere re-lar ded- ad were or-
dered to continue in readinefs to embark at the fhorteft notice.
The Queen’s Rangers marched to Richmond, on Staten iland:
they relieved a regiment which had been very fickly while thers,
Licut. Col. Siincoe immediately ordered their huts to be deitroyed,
and encamped his corps ; Signals, in cafe of alarm, werc eftablithzd
on the ifland by General Patterfon, who commanded therec.

There was a general rumor of an intended attack on ™ew-Yorlk.
Lt. Col. Simcoe had information that fifty flat-boats, upon curiiage.,
capable of holding feventy men each, were on the road from tue
Delaware to VVafhmgtons army, and that they had been affembled
to Van Va&er’s bridge, upon the Rariton. He propofed to the
Commander in Chief to burn them. Sir Henry Clinton approved
of his plan, as did Earl Cornwallis, and dire€ed it to be put int>
execution. Colonel Lee, with his cavalry, had been at l\Iomnouh
Sir Henry Clinton, upon Lt. Col. Simcoe’s application to him ﬁ':Jr
intelligence of this corps, told him, that by the beit information
he had, Lee was gone from that part of the country. There were
no other troops in the vicinity : the Jerfey militia only, and thofe,
tumultuoufly affembled at the moment of the execution of the
enterprife, could, poflibly, impede it. The coafts of Jerfey had
been the common receptacle of the difaffeted from Staten, Long,
and York ifland, on the Britith troops taking pofleflion of them ;
of courfe, they were moft virulent in their principles, and, by the
cuftom they had of attacking, from their coverts, the Britith foraging
parties, in 1776, and infulting their very out pofts, they had

acquired
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acquired a great degree of felf-confidence, and activity. Lieut. Col.
Simcoe’s plan was, to burn the boats with as much expedition as
poflible ; to return, with filence, to the heights beyond the town of
Brunfwick, before day ; there to thew himfelf, to enticeall who
might follow him into an ambufcade; and if he found that his
remaining in the Jerfeys could effet any valuable purpofe, the Com-
mander in Chief propofd to reinforce him. To execute this purpofe,
he was to draw his cavalry from Jericho in Long ifland, by eafy
marches, to Staten :fland; Stuart, an attive and gallant man, a native
of New-Jerfey, commanded fome cavalry on that ifland : thefe were
to be added to him; and he requefted ten guides: three hundred
infantry of the Queen’s Rangers, with their artillery, were alfo to
accompany him. Two days were loft by a mifunderftanding of the
General’s order : the Huzzars, of the Queen’s Rangers only, being
fent from Jericho, without Captain Sandford’s troop, which was
not merely neceflary in regard to numbers, but particularly withed
for, as it was known that Captain Sandford, when quarter-mafter
of the guards, had frequently been on feraging parties in the
country he was to pafs through. On the 25th of O&ober, by
eight o'clock at night, the detachment, which has been detailed,
marched to Billop’s-point, where they were to embark. That the
enterprife might be effeCtually concealed, Lt. Col. Simcoe defcribed
a man, as a rebel {py, to be on the ifland, and endeavouring to efcape
to New-Jerfey; a great reward was offered for taking him, and the
militia of the ifland were watching all the places where it was
poffible for any man to go from, in order to apprehend him. The
batteaux, and boats, which were appointed to be at Billop's-point,
{0 as to pafs the whole over by twelve o’clock at night, did noi arrive
‘0l threc o’clock in the morning. No time was loft ; the infantry of
the Queen’s Rangers were landed : they ambufcaded every avenue to
the town; the cavalry followed as faft as poffible. As foon as it
was formed, Lt. Col, Simcoe called together the officers; he told

them
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them of his plan, ¢ that he meant to burn the boats at Van Va@or's
“ bridge, and croffing the Rariton, at Hillfborough, to retnn by
¢¢ the road to Brunfwick, and, making a circuit to avoid that
¢ place as foon as he came neur it, to dilcover himfzlf when beyond
¢ it, on the heights where the Grenadier Redoubt ftood whils the
¢ Britith troops were cantoned there, and where the Queen’s Rangzrs
¢ afterwards had been encammped ; and to entice the militia, if potiible,
““ to follow him into an ambufcade which the infantry would lay for
‘¢ them at South-river bridse.” Major Armftrong was inftructed to
re-embark, as foon as the cavalry marched, and to land on the oppofite
fide of the Rariton, at South-Amboy : he was then, with the utmoft
difpatch and filence, to proceed to South-river bridge, fix miles from
South-Amboy, where. he was to ambufcade himielf, without
pafling the bridge or taking it up. A fmaller creek falls into this
river on-the South-Amboy fide: into the peninfula formed by thefe
ftreams, Lt. Col. Simcoe hoped to allure the Jerfey militia. In
cafe of accident, Major Armftrong was defired to give credit to
any meflenger who fhould give him the parole, of ¢ Clinton and
“ Montrofe.” It was day-break before the cavalry left Amboy.
The procuring of guides had been by Sir Henry Clinten entrufted to
Brigadier Skinner: he either did not or could not obtain them, for
but one was found who knew perfectly the crofs-road he meant
to take, to avoid the main road from Somerfet-court houfe,
or Hillfborough, to Brunfwick. Captain Sanford formed the advance
guard, the Huzzars followed, and Stuart’s men were in the rear;
making in the whole about eighty. A Juftice Crow was foon over-
taken; Lt. Col. Simcoe accofted him rou_ hly, called him ¢ Tory,”
nor feemed to believe his excufes, when, in the American idiom for
courtthip, he faid ¢ he had only been fparking,” but fent him to
the rear guard, who, being Americans, eafily comprehended their
inftructions, and kept up the juftice’s belief that the party wes a

detachment from Wathington’s army. Many plantations were now
L paﬂaed
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pafied by, the inhabitants of which were up, and whom the party
accorted with friendly falutations. At Quibletown, Lt. Col. Simcoe
had juft quitted the advance guard to fpeak to Lieut. Stuart, when,
from a public-houit on the turn of the road, fome people came out
with knapfacks on their fhoulders, bearing the appearance of a
rebel guard : Captain Sanford did not fee them ’till he had paffed
bv, when, checking his horfe to give notice, the Huzzars were
reduced to a momentary halt oppofite the houfe ; perceiving the
fuprofed guard, they threw themfelves off their horfes, {word in
hand, and entered the houit. Lt. Col. Simcoe inftantly made them
remount : but they were afraid to difcover fome thoufand pounds of
paper-money which had been taken from a paffenger, the mafter of
a privateer, nor could he ftiv to fearch for it. He told the man,
¢ that he would be anfwerable to give him his money that night at
¢ Brunfwick, where he fhouid quarter;” exclaimed aloud to his
party, ¢ that thefe were not the Tories they were in fearch of, altho’
¢ they had knapfacks,” and told the country people who were af-
fembling around, ¢ that a party of Tories had made their efcape
¢« from Sullivan’s army, and were trying to get into Staten ifland, as
¢« Iliff (who had been defeated, near this very {pot, taken, and exe-
¢ cuted) had formerly done, and that he was fent to intercept them:”
the fight of Juftice Crow would, probably, have aided in deceiving
the inhabitants, but, unfortunately, a man perfonally knew Lt. Col.
Simcoe, and an exprefs was fent to Governor Levingftone, then at
Brunfwick, as {oon as the party marched. It was now conducted by
a country lad whom they fell in with, and to whom Captain Sandford,
being drefled in red, and without his cloak, had been introduced as a
French officer: he gave information, that the greater part of the
boats had been fent on to Wathington’s camp, but that eighteen were
at Van Vater’s bridge, and that their horfes were at a farm about a
mile from it: he led the party to an old camp of Wathington’s
xbove Bound brook. Lt. Col. Simcoe’s inftru@ions were to burn

thefe



[ 75 ]

thefe huts, if pofiible, in order to give as wide an alarm to the Jerfies
as he could. He found it impracticable to do fo, they not beins
joined in ranges, nor built of very combuftible materials.  He proi
ceeded without delay to Bound brook, from whence he intend-d to
carry off Col. Moyland, but he was not at Mr. Vanhorn’s : two
officers who had been ill were there; their paroles were tuken
and they were ordered to mark ¢ fick quarters” over the room door
they inhabited, which was done; and Mr. Vanhorn was informed,
that the party was the advanced guard of the left column of the
army, which was commanded by General Birch, who meant to
quarter that night at his houfe ; and that Sir H. Clinton was in fell
march for Morris-town, with the army. The party proceeded to
Van Vacter’s bridge : Lt. Col. Simcoe found cighteen new flat-boats,
upon carriages ; they were full of water. He was determined cffic-
tually to deftroy them. Combuftibles had been applied for, and he
received, in confequence, a few port-fires ; every Huzzar had a hand-
granade, and feveral hatchets were brought with the party. The
timbers of the boats were cut through ; they were filled with ftraw
and railing, and fome grenades being faftened in them, they were fet on
fire: forty minutes were employed in this bufine(s. The country began
to affemble in their rear; and as Lt. Col. Simcoe vwent to the Dutch-
meeting, where the harnefs, and fome ftores, vcre reported to be, a
rifle-thot was fired at him from the oppcfite bank of the river : this
houfe, with a magazine of forage, was now confumed, the com-
miffary, and his people, being made prifoners. The party proceeded
to Somerfet court-houfe, or Hilllborough. Lt. Col. Simcoe told
the prifoners not to be alarmed, that he would give them their parcles
before he left the Jerfies ; but he could not help heavily lamenting
to the officers with him, the finifter events which prevented him
from being at Van Vacer’s bridge fome hours fooner, as it would
have been very feafible to have drawn off the flat-boats to the Scuth
river, inftead of deftroying them. He proceeded to Somerfet court-
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houfe : three Loyalifts, who were prifoners there, were liberated ;
one of them was a dreadful fpeacle, he appeared to have been
almoft ftarved, and was chained to the floor ; the foldiers wifhed,
and it was permitted to burn the court-houfe: it was unconnected
with any other building, and, by its flames, thewed on which
fide of the Rariton he was, and would, moft probably, operate
to affemble the neighbourhood of Brunfwick at its bridge, to prevent
him from returning by that road : the party proceeded towards
Brunfwick. Alarm guns were now heard, and fome fhots were fired
at the rear, particularly by cne perfon, who, as it afterwards ap-
peared, being out a fhooting, and hearing of the incurfion, had fent
word to Governor Levingftone, who was at Brunfwick, that he would
follow the party at a dittance, and every now and then give a fhot,
that he might know which way they direGted their march. Pafling
by fome houfes, Lt. Col. Simcoe told the women to inform four or
five people who were purfuing the rear ¢ that if they fired another
¢¢ thot, he would burn every houfe which he paffed.” A man or
two were now {lightly wounded. As the party approached Brunf-
wick, Lieut. Col. Simcoe began to be anxious for the crofs road,
diverging from it into the Prince-town road, which he meant to
purfue, and which having once arrived at, he himfelf knew the bye
ways to the heights he wifhed to attain, where having frequently
done duty, he was minutely acquainted with every advantage and
circumftance of the ground : his guide was perfe@tly confident that
he was not yet arrived at it; and Lt. Col. Simcoe was in earneft
converfation with him, and making the neceflary enquiries, when a
fhot, at fome little diftance, difcovered there was a party in the front.
He immediately galloped thither; and he fent back Wright, his orderly
ferjeant, to acquaint Captain Sandford ¢ that the fhot had not been
¢ fired at the party,” when, on the right at fome diftance, he faw
the rail fence (which was very high on both fides of the narrow road
between two woods) fomewhat broken down, and a man or two

near
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near it, when, putting his horfe on the canter, he joined the advinced
men of the Huzzars, determining to pafs through this opening, fo
as to avoid every ambufcade that might be laid for him, or attack,
upon more equal terms, Colonel Lee, (whom he underftood to be in
the neighbourhood, and apprehended might be oppofed to him) or
any other party; when he faw fome men concealed behind logs and
bufhes, between him and the opening he meant to pafs through, and
he heard the words, ¢ now, ncw,” and found himfelf, when he
recovered his fenfes, prifoner with the enemy, his horfe being killed
with five bullets, and himfelf ftunned by the violence of his fall.
His imprifonment, the circumftances which attended it, and the
indelible impreffions which it has made on his memory, cannot,
even at this diftance, be repeated without the ftrongeft emotions :
as they merely relate to perfonal hiftory, they, with his correfpon-
dence with Sir H. Clinton, Governor Levingftone, Ccl. Lee,
Gen. Wathington, &c. &c. are referred to the appendix.

Lt. Col. Simcoe had no opportunity of communicating his deter-
mination to any of his officers, they being all with their refpective
divifions ready for what might follow upon the fignal fhot of the
enemy, and his refolution being one of thofe where thought muft go
hand in hand with execution, it is no wonder, therefore, that the
party, who did not perceive the opening he was aiming at, followed
with the accelerated pace which the front, being upon the canter,
too generally brings upon the rear; they paffed the ambufcade in
great confufion : three horfes were wounded, and the men made pri-
foners, two of them being alfo wounded. The enemy who fired
were not five yards off : they confifted of thirty men, commanded by
Mariner, a refugee from New-York, and well known for his enter-
prifes with whale-boats. They were pofted on the very {pot which
Lt. Col. Simcoe had always aimed at avoiding. His guide mifled
him : nor was the reafon of his error the leaft uncommon of the
finifter events which attended this incurfion, When the Britith

’ troopg
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troops quitted the camp at Hillfborough, and marched to Brunfwick,
among other houfes which were unwarrantably burnt was the one
which the guard relied upon, as marking out the private road the
party was to take : he knew not of its being burnt, and that every
veftice had been deftroyed, fo that he led them unintentionally into
the ambufcade ; which when the party had pafled by on the full
gallop, they found themfelves on the high grounds beyond the bar-
racks at Brunfwick. Here they rallied ; there was little doubt but
Lt. Col. Simcoe was killed : the furgeon (Mr. Kellock), with a
white handkerchief, held out as a flag of truce, at the manifeft rifk
of his life, returned to enquire for him. The militia aflembling,
Captain Sandford drew up, and charged them, of courfe, they fled:
a Captain Vorhees, of the Jerfey Continental troops, was overtaken,
and the Huzzar, at whom he had fired, killed him. A few pri-
foners were taken. Captain Sandford proceeded to the South river,
the guides having recovered from the confternation. Two militia-
men only were met with upon the road thither: they fired, and
killed Molloy, a brave Huzzar, the advance man of the party, and
were them{elves inftantly put to death. At South river the cavalry
joined Major Armftrong ; he had perfetly fucceeded in arriving at
his poft undifcovered, and, ambufcading himfelf, had taken feveral
prifoners. He marched back to South-Amboy, and re-embarked
without oppofition, exchanging fome of the bad horfes of the corps
for better ones which he had taken with the prifoners. The alarm
through the countrv was general ; Wayne was detached from Wath-
ington’s camp in the highlands, with the light troops, and marched
fourteen miles that night, and thirty the next day; Colonel Lee,
who was in Monmouth country, as it was faid, fell back towards the
Delaware. The Queen’s Rangers returned to Richmond that even-
ing : the cavalry had marched upwards of eighty miles, without
halting or refrefhment, and the infantry thirty.

In
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In the diftribution of quarters for the remaininy winter, Richmond
was allotted to the Queen’s Rangers. This poft was in the center
of Staten ifland, and confifted of three bad redoubts, {o conftruted,
at various tifes and in fuch a manner, as to be of little mutual
affiftance : the {paces between thefe redoubts had been occupied by
the huts of the troops, wretchedly made of mud; thefe Lieut. Col.
Simcoe had thrown down, and his purpofe was to build ranges of
log houfes, which might join the redoubts, and being loop-holed,
might become a very defenfible curtain.  Major Armftrong followed
the plan, and fet the regiment about its execution, in parties adapted
to the different purpofes of felling the timber, fawing it, and making
thingles for the roofings. In the beginning of December, the
regiment was ordered to embark ; which order was, foon after,
countermanded.

On the laft day of December, Lt. Col. Simcoe returned to Staten
ifland, from his imprifonment. He was mortified to find the expe-
dition, under the Commander in Chief, had failed; efpecially as,
upon his landing at Staten ifland, he received a letter from Major
André, adjutant-general, faying: < If this meets you a free man,
¢¢ prepare your regiment for embarkation, and haften to New-York
¢ yourfelf.” He joined his corps at Richmond ; Major Armftrong
had been indefatigable in getting the regiment hutted in a manner
which rendered their poft both comfortable and defenfible : and they
foon found the advantages of their very extraordinary labours. The
day which Lt. Col. Simcoe paffed the found was the laft on which
it became navigable for a confiderable time, the froft fetting in with
moft unufual inclemency, and, by the 1oth of January, the commu-
nication with New-York was totally fhut up by floating ice; and
General Stirling was reduced to the neceflity of reftraining the troops
to half allowance of provifions, but with every precaution to imprefs
the inhabitants, and foldiers, with the belief that this reftri¢tion was

precautionary againft the poffibility of the communication being clofed
for
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for {everal weeks ; and care was taken to inveftigate what refources
of freth proviiions might be obtained from the ifland. The found,
which divides Staten ifland from the Jerfies, being totallﬁ frozen over
and capable of beuring cannon, information was received that feveral
of the rebel Generals had been openly meafuring the thicknefs of the
ice, and it was univerfally rumored that an attack was foon to take
place upon Staten ifland : General Stirling commanded there, and he
was with the main body at the watering place, the heights of which
were occupied with feveral redoubts ; Colonel Lord Rawdon, with
the Volunteers of Ircland, was quartered near a redoubt at the point
of the Narrows ; and Lt. Col. Simcoe, with the Queen’s Rangers,
at Richmond : the whole force on the ifland being under one thou-
fand eight hundred effetive men. :

On the 15th of January, early in the morning, the rebel detach-
ment of near three thoufand men, under the command of the perfon
ftiled Lord Stirling, croffed the ice and entered Staten ifland ; Lord
Stirling marched immediately towards the landing place, and by his
pofition cut off General Stirling’s communication with the Volunteers
of Ireland and the Queen’s Rangers. Lt. Col. Simcoe occupied the
high grounds near Richmond with fmall parties of cavalry, and the
infantry were feduloufly employed in what might ftrengthen that
poft; there were three pieces of cannon (a nine and two fix-pounders)
mounted on platforms, without embrazures, in the redoubts : thefe
were pointed at the eminences, where it was expeced the enemy
would fir{t appear, and where the ftones were collected in heaps, fo
that a round fhot, if it ftruck among them, might have the effe¢t of
grapc. If batteries, or any cannon, fhould be opened againft Rich-
mond, it was obvious thefe guns muft be difmounted: they were,
therefore, not intended to be expofed to fuch accidents, but the
redoubt on the right was meant, on the firft appearance of affault, to
bz abin loned, and its area filled with abbatis which were provided,
and its gate left open and expofed to the fire of the cannon of the other

redoubts
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redoubts placed at their refpoftive gates, of the two regimental
field pieces, and of the mulquetry from the doors, windows, and
loop-heles of the barriciks.  The officers” barracks, which werce
witaia the tiiangubi area form:d by thole of the foldicrs and the re-
doubts, were inteade ! to be taken down, and the logs of which they
were compoled were to be heaped within a hut, and to form a traveric
on a part expofed to thz enemy. The rear of the works wwere fecured
by their pofition on the edg: of the hill from any poihbility ot atiack,
and fome of the huts, which ran below the furface of it, were in per-
feC fafety from any fhot whet{ozver, and nearly fo from fhells, acainft
the {plinters of which their logs were very re(petable traverfes. There
was a gun boat, which was frozzn up in the creek, at the foot of Rich-
mond Hill: this gun was elevated {0 as to firc a fingle round of grapc
thot ; fome {wivels alfo were brought into the redoubts.  Spike nails,
which there were a quantity for the barrack purpofes, were driven
thro” boards, ready to be concealed under the fnow in places which
were moft accelfible ; all the cattle in the neighbourhood were brought
into the precincts of the garrifon, as were the fledges, harnefs and
horfes, and the moft chearful and determined appearance ot refolution
ran thro’ the whole corps. About mid-day, many deferters came in
from the rebel army; by them a perfe¢t knowledge of the enciny’s
force was gained: and one of them affirmed that he overheard fome
of their principal officers fay, ¢ That it was not worth while to at-
«¢ tack Richmond where they were fure of obitinate refiftance, and
¢ which muft fall of itfelf whenever the main body was taken.”

Lt. Col. Simcoe was anxious to communicate with Lord Rawdon,
and to obtain any intelligence, or orders, his lordfhip might have for
him : he fent his adjutant, Lt. Ormond, with diretions to get fome
of the militia, to convey a letter for that purpofe, by the fea fhore.
Some {fcattering parties of the enemy had been that way, on which
account Lt. Ormond could get no one to venture, he therefore went

himfelf, and putting on coloured cloaths that he might not be dif-
M tinguifhed,
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tinzuith=d, in cafe of any {mall parties laying ig ambufcade, he got
fafely to the flaz-ftaff, and returnzd without difcovery.  The rebels
making no attempt in the day time upon the redoubts, whcre. Gene-
ral Stirling was, led Lt. Col. Simcoe to conclude that they waited for
cannon or more forces, and meant to ftorm them at night or the next
morning ; for, though no perfon could hold more cheaply than he
thought himfelf authorized to do, thofe men on whom the enemy had
conferred the otfice and title of Generals, it appeared totally un-
reafonable that having {o well choien the moment of invading the
ifland, they had no determined point to carry, or had negleted the
proper means to enfure its fuccefs. On thefe ideas, he defired
Col. Bitlop (who commanded the militia of Staten Ifland) to get
them to affemble to garrifon Richmond; but neither entreaties, the
full explanation of the advantage fuch a conduc would be of, nor the
perfonal example of Col. Billop had any effet: not a man could be
prevailed upon to enter the garrifon. They aflembled to drink at
various public-houfes, and to hear the news, or were bufy in pro-
viding for the temporary iecurity of their cattle and effeéts ; and thefe
were not difaffected perfons, but men who were obnoxious to the
rebel governors, many of them refugees from the Jerfies, fome who
had every reafon to expe& death, if the encmy fucceeded, and all the
total deftruction of their property. Lt. Col. Simcoe was therefore
obliged to lay afide his intentions, which were to march with his
cavalry, carrying mufquets, with as many infantry as he could juftify
the taking from Richmond, with his field pieces in fledges, together
with the fivivels fixed upon blocks, and to get near the enemy undif-
covered, and to make as great an alarm and as much impreflion as
pofiible upon their rear, whenfoever they attemped to ftorm the
Britith redoubts.  All the roads between Richmond and the head
quarters, led through narrow pafles, and below the chain of hills :
thefe, where they had been beaten only, were paflable, the ground
being covered with feveral feet of faow, fo that no patroles were

made
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made during the night, which would have been ufelefs and .iigerous;
and the cavalry were affembled within the redoubts: the night wus
remarkably cold. A perfon from the Jerfies brought the report of
the country, that Wafthington was expected the next day, at Elizabeth
Town, and that ftraw, &c. was {ent to Staten Ifland. FHe went back
again, commiffioned by Lt. Col. Simcoe, to obferve what ftores were
in Elizabeth Town, and particularly to remark what air-holes wcre
in the ice on the found between the mouth of Richmond Creclt and
Elizabeth Town, as it was intended, if nothing material intervened
before the next night, to fend Capt. Stephenfon with a detachment
to burn Elizabeth Town, and to give an alarm in the Jer(es.

‘The intelligence which this zealous and truft-worthy loyalift
brought was very probable: the making a winter campaign in
America had always appeared to Lt. Col. Simcoe a matter of great
facility, and by frequently ruminating upon it, he was alive to the
advantages which would attend Mr. Wathington in its profecuticn.
He would without hefitation have abandoned the poft of Richmond,
and joined Lord Rawdon, or Gen. Stirling, taking on himfelf all
confequences, had it not appeared to him that the poffeffion of Rich-
mond would infure to Mr. Wathington a fafe retreat, even fhould
the ice become impaflable, and would prebably inculcate on him the
propriety of his ferioufly attempting to keep Staten Ifland at this
very critical period, when the Commander in Chief was abicent with
the greateft part of the army, and the troops in New-York, uader
Gen. Kniphaufen, were probably not in a capacity to quit it and tike
the field: particularly as in that cafe, the nomin2l militia whofe num-
bers were fo well difplayed, as fufficient to garrifon it, muft for the
greater part have melted away in their attendance on the army, to
whofe various departments they in general belonged.

Mr. Wathington might without difficulty have affembled from
the fmaller creeks, and even from the Delaware, and Hudfon’s River,
a multitude of boats, which, while the fnow was upon the grouad,
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might be conveyed overland to the Staten Ifland Sound; and with
thefe, added to thofe which attended his army, he might tranfport his
troops or form bridges, fecuring all approaches to them from the
water, by batteries conftru¢ted on the Jerfey fhore, while by other
attacks and preparations, he certainly could have thrown great diffi-
culties in the way of Gen. Kniphaufen, and the Britith army in the
three iflands. Lt. Col. Simcoe reafoning on the poffibility of thefe
events, waited to be guided by circumftances. If Gen. Stirling could
hold out, and was neither overwhelmed by numbers, or reduced by
famine, which was moft to be dreaded, it was obvious Richmond
would be fafe : if matters happened otherwife, he was perfectly cer-
tain, from Lord Rawdon’s character, that he fhould receive fome de-
reGtions from him, who would never remain in an untenable poft, with
the certainty of being made prifoner ; and at all events Lt. Col. Simcoe
determined, in cafe Gen. Stirling thould be defeated, and that he
fhould receive no orders, he would attempt to efcape; for fince the
rebels had fhewn a total defect in every private and public principle
of honour, when they violated the convention with Gen. Burgoyne’s
army, he and the ofhcers of the Queen’s Rangers had determined in
no fituation to furrender, where by efcaping, if it thould be but a
mile into the country, the corps could difband itfelf individually, and
feperately attempt to rejoin the Britith armies; proper inducements
being held out to the foldiers, and great aid being reafonably to be
expetted from the loyal inhabitants, feattered throughout every
colony, and in very great numbers.  This, which had been his com-
mon converfation and fteady refolution, in cafe of any unfortunate
events, was now detzrmined on by Lt. Col. Simcoe : his ideas were
to forerun all intelligence, and to attempt to furprife Col. Lee, at
Burlington, and then to efcape to the back countries. For this pur-
pofe, he had fledges which could carry a hundred men, and he had
no doubt of {oon encreafing them in the Jerfies, to a number fuf-
iicient to convey the whole corps; the attempt was lefs dangerous in

itfelf,
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itfelf, and lefs injurious, if it failed, to the community, than the cer-
tainty of being deftroyed by heavy artillery, of ultimately furrenderii:g

of mou]dermg in prifon, and becoming loft to all future fervice to
their king and country. There was no corps between General
Wathington’s army, and that of Lincoln haftening into Charles
Town, but Col. Lee’s : when once in pofleffion of his horfes, there was
little doubt in the mind of Lt. Col. Simcoe, and the officers to whom
he communicated his ideas, but that he thould effect his retreat into
the back parts of Pennfylvania, join his friends there, probably releafe
the Convention army, and not impoflibly join the commander in
chief, in Carolina. Full of thefe ideas, it was with great furprize and
pleafure, that Lt. Col. Simcoe underftood the enemy were retreatinz
from the ifland. He immediately purfued them with the flank com-
panies and Huzzars ; and was overtaken by an order from General
Stirling to effec the fame purpofe ; but the enemy had paffed to the
Jerfey fhore before he could come up with them. While the troopsin
the enemy’s front, on their arrival at the heights oppofite to the Britifh
redoubts, halted for the rear to clofe up, they were permitted to
make fires, which encreafed the power of the froft, and rendered them
totally unable to proceed, and the feverity of the rizht affeting the
whole of them, many loft their limbs, aid fcveral their lives.  There
were vaft mounds of fnow drifted before tie redoubts, which Lord
Stirling gave as his reafon for not attempting them; and Generol
Kniphaufen, on the firft fignal of Staten Ifland being ateacked, em-
barked troops to fupportit. The eneiny in the dark of the evening
faw thefe veflels (which, whether the pailize could be effetted or
not, were wifely directed to be kept plying off and on), but they did
not wait to fee if they could reach the ifland, which in foct the
drifting ice prevented, but immediately determining to retreat, they
effeGted it the next morning, loinz many men by defertion, and
many Britith foldiers, who had enhﬂ:ed with them to free themfelves

from imprifonment, embraced the opportunity of being in a country
thoy



[ s6 ]

they were acquainted with, to return to their old companions. The
Quzen’s Rangers obtained a great many recruits; and it is very re-
murkable that neither that corps, or the Volunteers of Ireland had a
fingic man who deferted from them, while there were {uch opportunities
and apparent reafons to doit. Lt. Col. Simcoe on his return from
Elizabeth Town Point, where the enemy pafled, had information
that a partv of plunderers had croffed from the Jerfies to the other
end of the ifland; he detached the Huzzars in purfuit of them, but
they fled, on the Staten Ifland militia colle¢ting together. The
froft ftill continuing, there were many reports and a general expecta-
tion that the enemy would azain adventure upon the ifland, with
{uperior force, with futiicient provifion to attempt {ome greater purpofe;
and patroles were conftantly made on all the roads, by which they could
potlibly approach, by order of Gen. Stirling. The Queen’s Rangers
had formerly experienced how ready Gen. Stirling was to reprefent
their fervices ; and they, now in common with the other troops, had
a farther proof of his good inclinations, it being inferted in the
general orders of the 21ft of January, ¢ Brigadier Gen. Stirling is
““ happy to inform the troops on this ifland, of his Excellency Gen.
““ Kniphaufen’s fulleft approbation of their behaviour, and the good
“ countenance they thewed when the rebels were upon this ifland,
““ which the brigadier had reported to the Commander in Chief; and
“ his Znccllency defires his thanks may be given to them”. On
the 25th Lt. Col. Simcoe gave out the following order : ¢ That he
‘¢ expects the order relative to officers and foldiers fleeping in their
cloaths be ftrictly complied with, fuch recruits excepted, whom
t%le officers commanding companies may judge as yet unequal to
the duties of the regiment; if any half-bred foldier difobeys this
order, the firft officer, or non-commifiioned officer, who meets
with h.im, will deliver him to the officer on guard to be put on
for{w internal duty. The Lt. Col. has particular fatisfation in
feeing the General’s approbation of that good countenance which

enabled
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¢« enabled him, on the late inroad of the enemy, to reft pootlly ot
¢ eafe, without augmenting the duty of the reziment; he knows its
¢ univerfal {pirit, and certain from the fidelity of tao: on guard, thot
¢ the garrifon cannot be fhatched away by furprizz, is confident thae
¢ Richmond redoubts will be too dear for the wiiole rebed army to
¢ purchafe.”
Soon after the rebel army returned to their former winter quarters,
a very important enterorize fuzgefted itlelf to Lt. Col. Simcoc; he
underftood by deferters and other intelligence, that Mr. VWathinoton
was quartered at a confiderable diftance from his army, or any corps
of it, and nearer to New-York: by the maps of the couniry, and all the
information he could colle&, he thought that it would not be
difficult to carry him off. He communicated his idcas to a gentle-
man, who had been perfecuted by the rebels, and whofe family had
been the object of their cruel refentment, for his carly and uniform
loyalty, and by his afliftance, a very minute and perfe¢t map of the
country was drawn. Some few particulars were neceflary to be afcer-
tained, which a trafty perfon was fent out to enquire into, but with-
out any idea being given to him that might lead him to guefs at the
enterprize, which was only made known to Capt. Shaw, of the
Queen’s Rangers, until the 211t of January, when, preparatory to the
neceflary application to Generals Tryon and Kniphaufen, Lt. Col.
Simcoe communicated his ideas to Gen. Stirling, which, as appears
by his letter in the appendix, met with his full approbation. Lt.
Col. Simcoe’s plan was to march by very fecret ways, made the more
fo by the inclement feafon, and to arrive near Gen. Waihington’s
quarters by day break, to tye up his horfes in a fwamp, and to ftorm
the quarters, and attack his guard on foot : for this purpofe, his party
were to carry mufquets as well as {words, and he meant it to confift
of eighty men, indifcriminately taken from the cavalry or infantry,
with an Officer, befides thofe of the ftaff, to every fix men, and he was
to feleét thofe he thould command. The party were to halt at two
cottages
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cottages in a wood, if they thould arrive before the appointed time.
Lt. Col. Simcoe waited for his conclufive information with great
impatience, and in his converfations with Capt. Shaw alwa}ls ex-
preffed his fan juine hopes, almott his certainty of fuccefs ; his only
apprehenfion buing in cafe Mr. Wathington thould perfonally refift,
by what means he could bring him off, and preferve his life; when,
to his creat furprize, his Huzzars were ordered to march with a con-
vor over the ice to New-York. It thould feem, the fame regligence
in Ges. W athington’s quartering in front of his army, had attracted
the notice of Capt. Beckwith, Gen. Kniphaufen’s Aid-du-camp, and
he had formed a plan to carry off that general; for which purpofe,
cavalry were colle@ted at New-York, and among others, Captain
Beckwith obtained the Huzzars of the Queen’s Rangers, of whom he
had a good opinion, as he often accompanied Lt. Col. Simcoe in the
patroles he had made from Kingtbridge. Brigadier Gen, Stirling
communicated to Lt. Col. Simcoe the purpofe for which his cavalry
was withdrawn, as it was intended that a general movement from
Staten ifland fhould favour the enterprize. Since it did not take place
on fo large a fcale as was at firft defigned, L.t. Col. Simcoe received
orders ‘¢ to {end a party to furprize the enemy’s poft at Woodbridge or
¢ Raway, and to give a general alarm:” this party was to crofs the
ice at one o’clock in the morning, and not to return till nine or ten.
Accordingly, Lt. Col. Simcoe pafled the ice with two hundred
infaitry, at one o'clock; Major Armftrong with fome infantry, the
cavelry, and cannon occupying the heights, at the Old Blazing-ftar,
to cover their return.  The fnow prevented all poflibility of march-
ing, but on the beaten road: there were no pofts in Woodbridge.
But, as he was anxious to fulfil the {pirit of his orders, and to give
every afliftance in his power to his friend, Capt. Beckwith’s enter-
prize, he determined to proceed until he beat up fome of the
enemy’s quarters, or fell in with their. patroles. On the arrival at
the crofs roads, from Amboy to Elizabeth Town, the troops were

challenged
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challenged, the whole body halted, and with fuch profound filence,
added to their being in the middle of the road, and at night when the
beaten path in itappeared among the fnow like a dark ftreal:, that the
enemy were deceived and tihought themfelves miftaken, as was learnt
from their converfation, which was plainly over heard : but another
patrole on horfeback, falling in on the flank of the march, difcovered
the party; the enemy’s centinels fired, and in fucceflion the bugle-
horns, drums, and bagpipe of the Queen’s Rangers founded; an
univerfal alarm being given and propagated, the party returned to-
wards Woodbridge : a foldier was unfortunate enough to be killed
by the chance fhot of the centinels. The enemy affembled in the
rear, and appeared at eight o’clock, when the party pafled Wood-
bridge creek : the fnow was fo deep that it was fcarce poflible to
quit the road, which was of advantage to the Rangers; for the com-
panies, alternately advancing in front of the march, occupied fuch
orchards or trees, as were at a {mall diftance from the road, and
checked the enemy who prefled upon the rear.  Upon his approach
to the Sound, Lt. Col. Simcoe could hear them determine to occupy
the houfes at the Ferry, and to fire on the Rangers as they paffed
back ; this they could have done with confiderable effect, and with-
out being expofed : Serjeant Wright was difpatched to gailop over
the ice to Major Armftrong, and to defire him to point his cannon
at the Ferry houfe; and Capt. Shank was detatched to crofs it,
previous to the return of the troops, and to conceal himfelf behind
the ridges of the ice, which the tide had heaped up, and cover the
retreat of the party, which would pafs the Sound in fecurity, between
the angle formed by the fire of this detachment, diretly oppofite,
and of Major Armftrong’s cannon, at a greater and more oblique
diftance. Thefe arrangements being made, and the enemy approach-
ing, the Rangers fuddenly turned about and charged them upon a
fteady run, the rebels immediately fled, and they were purfued "tll
they paffed over a fmall hill, when the Rangers were ordered to go
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to the right about, and without altering their pace get upon the ice
they were half way over before the rebels perceived them, which as
foon as they did, they occupicd the houfes, and fome of them fol-
lowed upon the ice ; Capt. Shank firing upon them from his am-
bufade, drove them inftantly bacl:, while the cannon fthot ftruck the
houfes at the fime time, and, as it was reported, killed fome of
them: the party returned to Richmond without further mcleftation.
The Queen’s Rangers loft only the man already mentioned ; a few
were wounded, but they bore no proportion to the numbers whofe
cloaths were ftrack by the enemy’s bullets, fired at a diftance,
through intervening thickets, or more probably by thofe who
had not recolle@ion fufficient to ram down their charges. The
enemy’s lofs was fuppofed to be more confiderable, as many of
them were feen to fall, and the whole of the affair being between
fingle men, the Rangers were infinitely better mark{men than the
Jerfey militia. Capt. Beckwith had found it impracticable to carry
his attempt into execution, from an uncommon fall of rain, which
encrufting the top of the fnow, cut the fetlocks of his horfes, and
rendered it abfolutely impoflible for him to fucceed. The Huzzars
foon after returned to Staten Ifland. The ice floating on the 22d
of February, the Sound became impaffable; the foldiers were per-
mitted to undrefs themfelves at night, and in cafe of alarm they were
dire@ed to accoutre in their fhirts, and to form at their pofts.

Lt. Col. Simcoe on his arrival at Staten Ifland from imprifonment,
had applied to the Commander in Chief to requeft that he might join
the army to the fouthward; he had alfo written in the ftrongeft
terms to Earl Cornwallis, foliciting his lordfhip to fupport his ap-
plication.  In cafe his wifhes fhould not take place, he was anxious
to be of what fervice he thought the prefent fituation of the Queen’s
Rangers would admit: for this purpofe he made application through
the proper channel to Gen. Kniphaufen, for difcretionary permiffion

to beat up the enemy’s pofts in the Jerfies, and to have boats fufficient
to.
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to tranfport three hundred infantry and fixty cavalry, to be manned
by the Rangers, and to be left totally to his own difpofal :  he pro-
pofed by thefe means to countenance defertion, then prevalent in
Wathington’s army, and to keep the whole coaft in continual alarm;
he had the moft minute maps of the country and the beft guides : and
the Loyalifts, without doubt, would have univerfally joined him.
The firft enterprize he meant to attempt was, to furprize Col. Lee
at Burlington : he intended to land at night with his cavalry in an
unfrequented part of the coaft, and march in three fcparate bodies,
each of thirty rank and file, carrying firelocks, and in the minuteft
particular, each party to be fo like to the other, that if they fhould be
difcovered by any accident, they might not be eafily difcriminated,
particularly as the feparate routs were to be nearly parallel,
through bye paths, and feldom at more than two miles diitance:
before day break they were to meet at an appointed fivamp, where
they were to remain concealed till the next night, when they were to
continue their march, difmount when they ariived clofe to Burling-
ton, and with fixed bayonets ruth into the town, and attempt to
conquer Lee’s corps.  Inthe mean time the infantry were to land on
the fecond evening, and, with as much fecrecy as pofiible, march
twenty-five miles into the country to fecure the retreat. From time
to time, during this enterprize, Lt. Col. Simcoe would have had the
beft intelligence, without the Loyalifts who managed it being en-
trufted with the fecret of his deftination ; they would have arrived
at {pecified {pots from different places, in expectation of mecting thofe
who carried on a contraband trathic with Philadelphia. Lee’s corps
were excellently mounted, and difciplined ; he himfelf was active and
enterprizing, and had that weight in the Jerfies, which capacity and
power, with a very free ufe of it, could give to thc pofleflor; the
importance it would have been of to the intended f{yitein of opcra-
tions, to have feized upon Col. Lee and demolithed his corps, is belt
illuftrated by remarking that, although Burlington is near feventy
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miles from Staten Ifland, he was underftood to have his piquets eight
or ten miles in his front for his fecurity. Lt. Col. Simcoe’s propofals
were approved of by Generals Kniphaufen, Stirling, and Tryon:
fome of the boats were fent to him, and the remainder, with the pre-
parations detailed in the appendix, were in forwardnefs, when, on
the 27d of March 1780, the infantry of the corps received orders to
embark for Charles Town, which it did on the fourth of April.
Capt. Wickham was left with the Huzzars in the "Town of Rich-
mond, and the duty of the redoubts was taken by a party of two
fubaltern officers and fixty rank and file, from the 82d regiment, under
his dire@ions : this detachment was in a few days after relieved by
the 22d regiment. The Heflian regiment of Ditforth, Queen’s
Rangers, volunteers of Ireland, and Prince of Wales’s volunteers,
under the command of Col. Wefterhagen, failed on the 7th. The
Queen’s Rangers anchored in Stono inlet on the 18th, and paffing
the Afhley river, arrived at the camp before Charles Town on the
21ft: they immediately marched to the quarter-houfe, four miles
from Charles Town, and covered the troops employed on the fiege,
by extending between the Afhley and Cooper rivers. The infantry
confifted of four hundred rank and file: there was not a fick man
among them, for great attention had been paid to whatever might pre-
ferve them in health; and Mr. Kellock and Macauley, the furgeons,
were very capable and attentive in their duties. The foldiers were
new cloathed and accoutred, and the regiment had fubftituted light
caps, neat and commodious, in the room of the miferable contrat
hats, which had been fent from England. To the perfonal con-
gratulations of his friends, on his releafe from imprifonment, Lt. Col.
Simcoe had great pleafure, as he exprefs’d himfelf inorders, “in hearing
¢ the uniformity and appearance of the regiment univerfally ap-
<« proved: he trufts that foldier wiil vie with foldier, and officer with
““ officer in maintaining in their refpective ftations huw’/iery favourable
¢« impreflion which their fuperior officers entertain of them, that

¢ their
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¢ their difcipline and appearance on the parade refle@s credit on their
¢¢ {oldier-like behaviour in the field.” On the arrival of this rein-
forcement, Sir Henry Clinton augmented the detachments which he
had thrown over the Cooper river, to cut off the intercourfe between
Charles Town and the country : and Earl Cornwallis took their
command. The fiege was puthed with vigour; Lt. Col. Simcoc
was very apprehenfive that Gen. Lincoln under the pretext of a fally,
would embark in boats, and paffing up the Athley river lond beycnd
his poft; when, a few hours march in a country interfected by rivers
and {fwamps, would enable him to baffle all purfuit: he therefore
obtained two fix pounders to be added to his field pieces, and placed
to command the river; and he endeavoured to procure a fire-rait,
to be moored on the oppofite bank, which, being {ct on fire, would
throw a light acrofs fufficient to direct the cannon on any boats which
might attempt to pafs. He had brought with him a ferjeant and nine
huzzars, with their accoutrements, thefe and his riflemen he foon
mounted, and patroled in his front betwecen Dorchefter and Goofe
creek ; but particularly to examine the points which he thought moft
practicable for Gen. Lincoln to land on. He found a floop on the
thore at Goofe creek, which on the gth of May Lt. Murray, a gentle-
man who had been bred in the navy, was indefatigable in getting off
and bringing down to the poft, to affift in blocking up the paffaze:
however, Mr. Lincoln either did not intend to efcape, or thought of
it too late ; for all pofiibility of effecting fuch a defign was effectually
precluded by Earl Cornwallis’s fending down from Wando inlet a
waterforce, which, by Capt. Elphingftone’s arrangement, eftcétually
blocked up the river: and the place furrendered on the 12th of May.
Lt. Col. Simcoe going to head quarters to congratulate the Commander
in Chief, Sir H. Clinton was pleafed to fhew him where he I'ad in-
tended to ftorm the town, had the enemy’s obftinacy obliged him to
that meafure. The point from whence this attack was to have been

made, had been privately reconnoitred by that gallant officer Capt.
Hanver
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Ianger ; and that Charles Town was not ftormed muft ever be im-
puted to that humanity which is fo bright a feature in the character of
the Britifh general. The Queen’s Rangers marched to Dorchefter
and its environs, immediately after the capitulation. The air or the
water at the quarter-houfe, had rendered the men fickly.  They ad-
vanced to Fourhole-bridge, where they remained a day or two at
Caton’s (an unfortunate Loyalift, whom the rebels fome time after
affaflinated); from whence, by expre(s order, they returned to Charles
Town, as it was fuppofed, to embark on an expedition to George
Town : they covered the head quarters on the joth, and embarked
on the 311t for New-York.

Capt. Wickham of the Huzzars had by no means been idle while
at Richmond : the poft was fuch as might have been a temptation to
an enterprizing enemy ; but Gen. Kniphaufen, by frequent and well-
concerted expeditions, had kept the rebels fully employed in their own
cantonments, the Jerfies. On one of thefe attempts, the Huzzars
of the Rangers were eminently diftinguithed, as was detailed to Lt.
Col. Simcoe by Capt. Wickham, and by him read to the Commander
in Chief, who was highly fatisfied with it. The report mentions,

"that on the 15th of April, the cavalry on Staten Ifland, confifting of
Cornet Tucker and twenty of the 17th regiment, light dragoons,
Capt. Wickham with his troop of forty-five men, and Capt. Deimar
vith his huzzars, forty men, croffed at Cole’s ferry, and marched to
Englith neighbourhood, where they joined Major Du Buy, with
three hundred of the regiment De Bofe and fifty of Col. Robinfon’s
corps. At New-bridge Serjeant M¢Laughlin, with fix of the
Rangers in advance, fell in with and ecither killed or took the whole
of a {fmall rebel out-poft. The detachment then continued their
marc, leaving fifty infantry for the fccurity of the bridge. Ata
convenient diftance from Hopper Town, Major Du Buy gave his laft
orders for his furprize of Col. Bailey, with three hundred rebels,
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puited at that place : the major was particularly attentive to a minute
defcription



defcription of their fituation. Cornet Spencer with twelve ranger
huzzars, and Cornet Tucker with the like number of the 17th
regiment to fupport him, made the advance guard; then followed
Capt. Diemar with his troop : the infantry and the remninder of the
cavalry clofed the rear. Hoppers Town is a ftragsling village, more
thana miie long ; the farthelt houle was Col. Builey’s quarters; the
neareft, a court-houfe which contained an ofiicer’s picquet of twenty
men, and which, if properly difpofed, covered a brid:ze over which
the troops muit pafs. The advance was ordered to force the bridze,
and to pufh forward at full fpeed, through the town, to head quar-
ters : this they effeCted after receiving an ineffe@ual fire from the
picquet and from fome of the windows : the reit of the cavalry dif-
perfed, to pick up the fugitives and to take pofieffion of the rebels
quarters, now abandoned. Cornet Syencer, on his arrival at his poft
with fix men only, the reft not being able to keep up, found about
five and twenty men drawn up on the road, oppofite him, and divided
only by a hollow way and fmall brook, with Hopper’s houfe on thcir
right, and a ftrong fence and {wamp on their left. The othicer com-
manding them, whom he afterwards found to be Bailey, talked to his
men and afked his officers ¢ Shall we fire now or take pofleflion of
“ the houfe;” the latter was agreed on. The houfe was of ftone,
with three windows below and two above : at the moment of their
going in, Cornet Spencer with his party augmented to ten of his
own, and by two of the 17th regiment, paffed the ravine, and taking
pofleffion of the angles of the houfe, ordered fome of his men to dif-
mount and to attempt to force one of the windows. Some fervants
from a {mall out-houfe, commenced a fire: Corporal Burt with three
men was fent to them, who broke the door open and took nine
prifoners. Cornet Spencer made feveral offers to parley with thofe
who defended head quarters, but to no purpote; they kept up a con-
tinual fire : finding it impoffible to break the door open, which was

attempted, and a man wounded through it, or to force any of the win-
dows
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dows, he ordered fire to be brought from the out-houfe, with which
hz fet one angle of the roof, which was of wood, in flames: he again
offered them quarter if they would furrender ; they ftill refufed, tho’
the flames were greatly encreafed. By this time fome of the fpeedieft
of the cavalry had come to his affiftance: the firing cealed.  Captains
Deimar and Wickham, &c. who had colleted a great number of
prifoners, and left fome few men to guard them, until the infantry
fhould come uy, now joined the advance. Col. Bailey, as he opened
the door to furrender, was unfortunately thot by one of Capt. Deimar’s
huzzars, and died three days after. Of the advance guard two men and
three horfes were killed, and two men and two horfes wounded : and
one man and one horfe of the 17th regiment were alfo killed. In
this houfe Col. Bailey, two captains, three fubalterns, and twenty-
one foldiers were taken. In the whole, twelve officers, with one
hundred and eighty-two men were made prifoners. The party re-
turned by the fame rout they had advanced, with little oppofition and
no lofs. The plan of this expedition was well laid, and as well exe-
cuted : Major Du Buy feemed to be mafter of the country through
which he had to pafs, and was well feconded by Capt. Deimar. Ma-
jor Du Buy was pleafed to honor the huzzars of the Rangers with his
particular thanks and approbation. The houfe was well defended,
and the death of the gallant Col. Bailey was very much regretted by
his opronents.”

On the 21t of June the regiment landed at Staten Ifland, and
narched to Richmond redoubts. At midnight Lt. Col. Simcoe
received orders to proceed inftantly to the Jerfies, where Genera]
Kaiphaufen having thrown a bridge of boats over the found, near
Elizabeth Town Point, was cncamped : the huzzars of the Rangers
here joined the corps. Lt. M‘Nab had fouud an opportunity of dif-
tinguifhing himfelf by the intrepidity and boldnefs with which he
advanced into Elizabeth Town, amidft the fire of the enemy who
voflefled it, in order to entice them to follow him into an ambufcade,

which
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which Capt. Archdale, of the 17th dragoons (who had the temporary
command of the Provincial cavalry), had very fkilfully laid for them;
but which they were too cautious to fall into. That evening the
Queen’s Rangers and Yagers, under the command of Col. Wurnib,
attacked the enemy’s advance poft, for the purpofe of t:Ling fome pri-
foners, who might give intelligence ; in which they fucceeded, with

the lofs of a Yager, and an huzzar of the Rangers, who were killed.
On the 23d of June, M. Gen. Mathews with a divifion of the troops
marched before day towards Springfield : the Rangers made the ad-
vance guard. The enemies fmaller parties fell back upon a larger
one, which was well pofted on an eminence, covered on the right by
a thicket, and on the left by an orchard: the road ran in a deep
hollow between them. Whiie the battalions of Gen. Skinner’s brigade,
who flanked the march, were exchanging fhot with thefe troops, Lt.
Col. Simcoe clofed the companies of the Rangers, and dire¢ted them
to ruth down the hollow road in column without firing, and then by
wheeling to the right, to afcend to the orchard and divide the enemy’s
parties : this was done, and Capt. Stevenfon who led with the rifie
men and light infantry company, obtained the groiind on their flank
without lofs, making feveral prifoners: the enemy fled, and the
Rangers purfued clofely on the right, where the ridge continued, and
which commanded the road, virtually, becoming a flanking party to
the line of march. In the mean time, the enemy who had been
pofted on the left retreated up the road, which led throuch a plain,
unpurfued: the line for fome time leaving it to follow the Queen’s
Rangers, who having difperfed the party they purfued, now made the
utmoft exertions to cut off the retreat of the other divifion:
the circuit they had to take rendered this defign ineffectual. The
enemy retired over the bridge near Springfield, where they had fome
troops and cannon; they fired a few fhot, by which two of the
Rangers were killed as they flept, M. Gen. Mathews haltinz till the
arrival of Gen. Kniphaufen, with the main body of the army; he
O then
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chen made a circuit with his divifion to pafs the river higher up, on
the right. The troops halted for a confiderable time on a height,
below which ran a little brook, and cannonaded fmall parties of the
enemy {cattered up and down in the ficlds and woods, which fhelved
at a confiderable diftance from the Newark hills. A very heavy fire
being heard from Gen. Kriphaufen’s column, the troops proceeded
unoppofed over the brook: the enemy appeared beyond a fecond
bridge, and poflefiing the heights, feemed to be drawn up in {mall
bodies by echelon, fo as to concenter their fire upon the road. Lt.
Col. Simcoe advanced towards the bridge in column, when rapidly
forming the line, and extending it to the left, he pafled the deep gully
covered by the thickets, and by the rifle-men whom Lt. Shaw
had well difpofed of, and out-reached the enemy’s left: they im-
mediately fell back, with too much precipitation to be overtaken by
the Rangers, who were forming for that purpofe, and with too much
order to be adventured upon by a few men, whom Lt. Col. Simcoe
had collected and brought fecretly through the thickets upon their
flank. The Rangers met with no lofs; the gallant Lt. Shaw was
flightly wounded. The column then marched to Springfield, which
Gen. Kniphaufen, on hearing the cannonade from Gen. Mathews,
had forced; on their arrival there, moft of the army recroffed the
river, and the Rangers received orders to follow in the rear over the
bridge, where it was intended to halt for two or three hours to refreth
the troops, who, it was now evident, were to return to Elizabeth
‘Town Point. Lt. Col. Simcoe thought proper to accompany the
officer, who brought this order, to Gen. Kniphaufen, and to reprefent
to him that the Rangers, who lay in an orchard full of deep hollows,
which fecured them from the enemy’s fhot, were in a much more
favourable pofition to cover the army than if they crofled the river;
and it being obviovs, that while this pofition was maintained, the
enemy could not be certain whether the Britith army meant to return
towards Staten Ifland or advance, they would not hazard the pafling

their
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their light troops over the river on the flanks of the army in readinefs
to moleft them in their prefent pofition and future march. General
Kniphaufen dire¢ted Lt. Col. Simcoe to maintain his poft, and fome
Yagers were fent to cover his left, and a battalion of Gen. Skinner’s
his right flank. In the mean time Gen. Greene, with the grofs of
his army, occupied a ftrong pofition upon the hills, near a mileand a
half in front of the advanced corps: his troops and his cannon in
general were in ambufcade. He detached two or three field pieces to
the right flink of the Britith, which cannonaded them for fome
time, but with little effe¢t ; and his militia and lizht troops in great
numbers came as clofe to the front as the intervening thickets could
thelter them, and kept up a conftant though irregular fire from every
fide. Moft of thefe thot paffed over the heads of the Rangers, while
fome, which were fired at a greater diftance, dropped with little
effec in the hollows which concealed them. On their right ran a
rivulet, forming fmall and fwampy iflets, covered with thickets; as
under favour of this ground the enemy were gradually approach-
ing, Lt. Col. Simcoe waded to one of them with Capt. Kerr, whom
with his company he left in ambufcade, with orders, if the enemy
advanced, to give them one well-direted fire, and immediately to
recrofs to the regiment. Capt. Kerr executed his orders judicioufly,
many of the enemy were feen to fall: the thicket he quitted was
not again attempted by them, but it became the center to which the
principal part of their fire was directed. The troops having halted
two or three hours, began their march to Elizabeth Town: the
advance corps covered the retreat, and repafled the bridge without
moleftation. It was a confiderable time before the enemy perceived
their movement, nor did they become troublefome till the Yagers,
who made the rear guard, had nearly afcended the heights where the
army was to divide into two columns; the one on the right was
clofed by the Yagers, that on the left by the Rangers. The columns
marched on, and it appearing that the Yagers might be prefled,

O2 the
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the Rangers returned to their afliftance, and the enemy re.tired. Tlxe
troops proceeded towards Elizabeth Town with little interruption.
The rifle men of the Queen’s Rangers, now commanded by Ser-
jeant M¢ Pherfon, were eminently diftinguifhed on this retreat. The
enemy’s militia, who followed the army, were kept by them at fuch a
diftance, that very few fhot reached the battalion ; and they concealed
themfelves fo admirably that none of them were wounded, whilft they
{carcely returned a thot in vain. There being at one time an ap-
pearance that the enemy meant to occupy a tongue of wood, which
ran between the columns, Lt. Col. Simcoe requefted of Colonel
Howard, who commanded the guards, to poft fome divifions of them
in echelon behind the various fences, fo as to protect his flank,
mafque the wood, and in fome meafure to extend and to approach
nearer to the right column ; the Colonel affented : but as the enemy
were not in fufficient numbers to advance, the army returned
to their former encampment. The Rangers had two men killed,
Lt. Shaw and nine privates flightly wounded : the huzrar, Wright,
had his horfe wounded ; but a great many foldiers had marks of the
enemy’s bullets in their cloaths and knapfacks: the Jerfey militia
fuffered confiderably, and among others Fitz Randolph, one of their
beft officers, was killed. At night the troops paffed over the bridge
to Staten Ifland ; the retreat being covered by two redoubts, occupied
by troops of the line, who embarked, on the bridge being broken up,
without moleftation.

The Rangers embarked the next morning, and failing up the North
river, landed on the 2 5th, and proceeded to Odles Hill, their pofition
in front of the line. It now appeared, that the commander in chief
had hurried from Charles Town, and withdrawn Gen. Kniphaufen
from the Jerfies, on the intimation of a French armament being
deftined for Rhode Ifland, and with the hopes of attacking it to advan-
tage, on its arrival : he had encamped the army near Kingtbridge, for
the purpofe of embarking them with the greater facility. Lt. Col.

Simcoe
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Simcoe was obliged to go to New-York to recover his health; and
the regiment was in general very fickly. The refugess, who had
taken poft on the banks of the North river, in the rebel country, were
attacked by Gen. Wayne, whom they gallantly repuifed : amidft the
fire, Cockrane, the brave huzzar, who had been left at Monmouth,
quitted the rebels with whom he hud enlifted, and ritkinz every
hazard, got in to the poft, and rejoined his comrades. On the 19th
of July Lt. Col. Simcoe joined his corps, and proceedzd with it to
Long Ifland, croffing the found at Fluthing. He marchzd to Hun-
tingdon, where an hundred of the militia cavalry, of the ifland, joined
him: this corps was deftined to fecure the communication over-
land between the fleet, which lay off the eaftern end of the iiland, and
New-York. Lt. Col. Simcoe procceded on his rout without deluy ;
at the fame time, through the adjutant gener:l, Myor Andre, he
communicated his withes, and his hopes to the Commander in Cuief,
that in cafe of any attack on Rhode Ifland, he would employ the
Rangers in it; to which Major Andre replied, ¢ The General affures
“¢ you, that the Rangers fhall be pitted again{t a French regiment the
“ firt time he can procure a meeting.”

The Queen’s Rangers remained about tiic Points, on the Eaft-end
of the ifland, till the gth of Auguft, when they fell back to Coram,
from whence they returned eaftward on the 1 5th, being joined by the
King’s American regiment, which Lt. Col. Simcoe was ordered to
detach to River head, and he himfelf met the Commander in Chief,
who was now on his journey by the Admiral’s invitation to hold a
conference with him. Sir H. Clinton fent him to the Admiral
Arbuthnot, whofe fleet at that time was anchored in Gardiner’s Bay,
but which failed from thence before the Commander in Chief could
arrive. The Queen’s Rangers returned to Oyfter Bay on the 23d of
Auguft. This march, of near three hundred miles, had been made
very fatiguing by the uncommonly hot weather, which rendered the

Pine barren, through which the roads principally lay, as clofe and
faltry
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fultry in the night as in the day time. The troops had been obliged
to fubfift on the country; a militia dragoon who was fent exprefs to
the Adjutant General to inform him what difficulty there was in pro-
curing provifions for the troops, and the hardthip which confequently
fell upon the inhabitants, was waylaid, taken and robbed, by a party
from the rebel fhore, at Smith Town. As this had been formerly the
cafe, and it was obvious that no party could remain fecreted unknown
to the inhabitants, Lt. Col. Simcoe obtained leave of the Commander
in Chicf, to raife a contribution from the inhabitants of eighty pounds
currency, one half to reimburfe the militia man, for what was taken
from him, and the other to recompence him for the chagrin he muft
neceflarily have been under in not being able to execute his orders:
this, probably, was the only contribution levied by the King’s troops
during the war.

On the 25th of Auguft, the Commander in Chief augmented the
Rangers with two troops of dragoons, appointed Lt. Col. Simcoe to
be Lieutenant Colonel of cavalry ; and the infantry Captains, Saunders
and Shank, officers of diftinguithed merit, to the additional troops :
the corps remained at Oyfter Bay and its vicinity, until the 22d of
September, when it marched to Jamaica.

Sir H. Clinton had been pleafed to entruft Lt. Col. Simcoe with
the important negociation, which terminated fo unfortunately in the
death of Major André; and at the fame time, he informed him on
what fervice he fhould eventually employ him if it took effet, and
direted him to obtain as minute a knowledge as he could of the
country, where future operations were likely to be carried on. The
preparations for the execution of this great defign were effeCtually
concealed, by an expedition being in forwardnefs to proceed to the
fouthward, under Gen. Leflie: the Queen’s Rangers were generally
fuppofed to be deftined for this fervice. Lt. Col. Simcoe, had this been
the intention, muft have commanded the cavalry; and he had in a
former converfation with Gen. Leflie, reprefented, that although no

men
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men could poflibly be more ufeful or more brave than the Huzzare
of the Rangers, yet as he never had leifare properly to inftruct thein
in the regular {yftem of cavalry, or, indeed, had any occafion to em-
ploy them on any but defultory fervices, and, on the other hand, as
the enemy had every means of eftablithing a well-mounted and folid
body of cavalry, he requefted, that the General would afk from the
Commander in Chief, a detachment of forty of the Scventeenth of
dragoons, to whom he would add a fimilar number from his dragoone
now forming, and the ftouteft of the huzzars, and that this {quacron
thould be caretully preferved from ail the {maller fervices of lizht
troops, and kept as a conftant referve to {fupport the huzzars, and to
be oppofed to the enemy’s cavalry: Gen. Leflie was pleafed to ap-
prove of Lt. Col. Simcoe’s reprefentations. The Commander in
Chief’s defign proving abortive, the Queen’s Rangers crofled from
Long to Staten Ifland, and marched to Richmond redoubts on the
8th of Oc&ober.

Some circumftances relative to Major André’s unfortunate attempt,
will be more fully detailed in the appendix: the Commander in Chief
thinking it proper, in the general orders, to publith the high idea
which he entertained of him both as a gentleman and an officer, and
the fenfe he entertained of the lofs his King and country had met
with in his death, Lt. Col. Simcos, who confidered his execution
as a barbarous and ungenerous aét of power in the American gencral,
and who had certain and fatisfactory intelligence that the French
party in general, and M. Fayette in particular, who fat upon his trial,
urged Mr. Wathington to the unneceflary deed, took the opportunity
in his orders to the Queen’s Rangers, the officers and foldiers of which
perfonally knew and efteemed Mzjor André, toinform them, that « He
s¢ had given directions that the regiment fhould immediately be pro-
«« yided with black and white feathers as mourning, for the late
«¢ Major André, an officer whofe fuperior integrity and uncommon
< ability did honour to his country, and to human nature. The

“ Qucen’s
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‘¢ Queen's Ranzers will never fully their glory in the field by any
¢ undue feverity : they will, as they have ever done, confider thofe to
bz under their protz.tion who fhall be in their power, and will
¢ ftrike with relu‘tance at their unhappy fellow fubjects, who, bya
“ {yitem of the baltft artifices, have been feduced from their allegiance,
¢« and difciplined to revolt: but it is the Lt. Colonel’s moft ardent
“« hope, that on the clofe of fome decifive victory, it will be the
¢ regiment’s fortune to {ccure the murderers of Major André, for
- “¢ the vengeance due to an injured nation, and an infulted army.”
Capt. Saunders with his Lieut. Wilfon, and Cornet Merit em-
barked for Virginia, with Gen. Leflie: he was a native of Princefs
Anne County, poflefled property there, and had diftinguithed himfelf
in the Earl of Dunmore’s active enterprizes in that colony : he carried
with him feveral dragoons, and expected to compleat his troop in
that province. At this time Lt. Col. Simcoe, who had frequently in
converfation with the Commander in Chief, expatiated on the advan-
tages he thought might accrue to his Majefty’s fervice, by a poft being
{eized and maintained at Billing’s Port, on the Delaware river, recapi-
tulated fome of his ideas, by the letter which is in the appendix.
From the earlieft period of the war, Lt. Col. Simcoe had felt it his
duty to cultivate the good opinion of the Loyalifts: he had been for-
tunate in obtaining it by his conduct to the inhabitants of Penfylvania,
and upon the abandoning of that province had ftill maintained it.
‘The Buck’s County volunteers, commanded by Capt. Thomas, had,
as much as fuited with their independent {pirit, acted with the Queen’s
Rangers, embarked on expeditions with them, and had confidered
themfelves as under Lt. Col. Simcoe’s prote®ion. A confiderable
body of the Loyalifts, feated near the waters of the Chefapeak, had
aflociated themfelves for the purpofe of reftoring the royal govern-
ment, and this they began at a period when, from the Britifh troops
having evacuated Pennfylvania, they faw, that it was from their own
exertions only, that they could expe& emancipation from the fetters

of
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of ufurpation: a correfpondence was carried on with the leaders of
tacfe Loyalifts by Major André, and to which Lt. Col. Simcen was
privy. Soon after his death, their agent, who was in New-York,
gave to Lt. Col. Simcoe a paper from them, the purpert of which
was, to defire that he would forward to Lord George Germain their
requifition, which accompanied it ¢ That he, Lt. Col. Simcoe,
“ might be detached with a thoufand men to a certain place, with
‘¢ arms, and that they to the amount of fome thoufinds would in-
¢ ftantly join and declare for government: it concluded with the
¢ ftrong:{t encomiums on the chara&er of the officer whom they
““ withed to command them, and of the confidence with which they
¢ would take up arms under his dire&ion.” Lt. Col. Simcoe an-
fwered the agent, that although nothing on earth could be more
grateful to him than the terms of this letter, yet, as a fubordinate
officer, he would upon no account forward any plan, or offer, to Great
Britain, without the knowledge of the Commander in Chief; and
that although, as he gathered from their language, Sir Heiiry Clinton
mizht appear to the Loyalifts to be flow in his progrefs to give thein
effettual fupport, yet that he was confident, this opinion would b«
found to be the refult of their anxiety and zeal, rather than any
knowledge which they could poffibly have of the means within his
power, or of his intentions in their application. In a fhort time,
the paper was fent back, and returned in fuch a form as made it not
improper for Lt. Col. Simcoe to thew it to the Commander in Chief;
and then, with his approbation, he returned the following anfiver to the
affociates : ¢¢ The gentleman, to whom our fituation has been by your
‘¢ dire&tions entrufted, is moft fenfible of the honour conferred upon
“ him; to fay, that he is ready to rifk his life in our fervice, is only
“¢ to fay, that he is ready to do his duty as a citizen and as a Britith
¢¢ officer. He hopes, that providence will permit him to eftablith
‘¢ the good opinion our friends entertain of him by more than words :

¢ he bids me afflure you that he has authority to fay, that you are
P “ and
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% and have been a great and conftant object of the concern and
¢ attention of the Commander in Chief, whofe {yftem you cannot
“ but fée is to unravel the thread of rebellion from the fouthward ;
¢ and that in his progrefs your moft valued affiftance will be de-
¢« pended upon ; but that he is anxious not to expofe you, nor muft
¢ you expole yourfelves in aid of any kind of defultory expeditions,
‘¢ neither meant nor calculated to take poffeflion of or to keep your
¢ country : fuch may be made to diftrefs the enemy; but you are
““ moft {tri&tly cnjoined, not to confider them =as intended for any
“ other object, until by his public proclamation, or fuch private in-
““ telligence as you can depend upon, it fhall be fignified to you, that
¢ you are to take up arms, and actively maintain that hallowed caufe,
“ for which you have fuffered fo much, and which you have fo
““ nobly, and fo confcientioufly fupported.”

It was gencrally fuppofed about the latter end of O&ober that the
encmy meditated fome attempt on Staten Ifland. DI. de Fayette
was in the neizhbourhood of Elizabeth Town, in force and with
boats on travelling carriages. Lt. Col. Simcce by public con-
verfation, the means of {pies, and by marching to Billop’s point in the
dulk of the evening, fo as to be difcovered trom the oppofite thore,
and then returning by ways which the enemy could not fee, had en-
deavoured to attra& their notice, and to polfiefs them with a belief,
thatan inroad into the Jerfies was in contemplation.  As M. Fayette
arrived in the vicinity the very day f{ubfequent to this feint, it was
reafonable to believe that his march was in confequence, and that the
boats with him were deftined to facilitate his paffaze acrofs the {mall
creeks with which the Jerfies are interfected, in cafe of the Britith
troops making any incurfions into that country. Every proper pre-
caution wes tiken by the troops in Richmond to prevent a furprize:
on the 12th of November, official information was fent by the
Adjutant General to Lt. Col. Simcoe, thit his poft was the object of
Foyette’s defign, and that it prebably would be attacked on that or

the
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the cnfuing night; he iinmedistely declared in orders, < The Lt
¢ Colonel has received information that M. Fayette, a Frenchien,
¢ at the head of {cmnz of his Mujetty’s deluded fubjets, has threatened
¢ to plant French colours on Richmond redoubts. The Lt. Colonel
‘¢ believes the report to be a gafconade; but as the evident ruin of
¢ the enemy’s affairs may prompt them to fome defperzic attem i,
¢ the Queen’s Rangers will lay in their cloaths this nigh:, and have
‘¢ their bayonets 1 perfelt good order.” The Highhné:rs mme-
diately affembled and marched to tae redoubt, which, in the dif-
tribution of pofts, was allotted to them to defend, and diiplaving their
national banner, with which they ufed to commemorate their {ints
day, fixed it on the ramparts, faying, ¢ No Frenchman, or rebel,
¢ fhould ever pull that down.” The Rangers were preparsd if an
attack fhould be made on the watering place, which 4ppea*‘ed to be
moft probable, to march out and attack any diviien which might be
placed, as had been in Lord Sterling’s attempt, to mafk the troops in
Richmond: two field pieces, fix pounders, and Capt. Althaufe’s
company of rifle-men had reinforced them. Lt. Col. Simcoe made
him{felf acquainted with thelanding places,and the intervening grounds,
in the minuteft particular, and he had the Commander in Chief’s
directions to abandon his poft, ¢ If the enemy fhould land in fuch
s« forcc as to make, in his opinion, the remaining there attended with
¢ rifk.” The defects of Richmond were not fufficiently obvious for
fuch inexperienced men as the rebel generals, to feize upon and profit
by at once: how far they might attract the inftantaneous notice of the
{cientific French officers, fuppofed to be acting with them, it was not
eafy to forefee. Had the enemy been in a fituation to have attacked
the place by regular approaches, Lt. Col. Simcoe would have done
his beft endeavours to have maintained it; but had any General, at the
head of a very fuperior force on the moment of his appearance, placed
twenty or thirty field pieces, on two feparate eminences which

enfiladed the redoubts, and formed a column to penetrate under cover
P2 of
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of the crofs fire, he had refolved to abandon what he confidered in
cafe of fuch a difpofition to be untenable. A falfe alarm, which was
given by an armed veffel ftationed in Newark Bay, occafioned a con-
fiderable movement in the army; and troops from New-York em-
barked to reinforce Staten Ifland : the poft at Richmond was fuppofed
to be the obje@ of an attack. On the firft gun being fired, patroles
had been made on all fides by the cavalry, and the infantry flept un-
difturbed, Lt. Col. Simcoe apprehending the alarm to be falfe. The
Rangers were very alert on guards, and proud of their regimental
charatter, of not giving falfe alarms, or being furprized; and the
centinel, as Lt. Col. Simcoe remarked in orders upon the only
omiffion, which ever came under L:is coonizance, ¢ Felt a manly
¢ oleafure in reflecting, that the lives and honour of the regiment
“ was entrufted to his care, and that under his prote¢tion his
‘* comrades {lept in fecurity.”

On the 11th of December, the Queen’s Rangers embarked on an
expedition to Virginia, under the command of Gen. Arnold: Capt.
Althaufe’s company of York Volunteers embarked with them, as did
Capt. Thomas and the Bucks County Volunteers. The Commander
in Chief had dire@ed Lt. Col. Simcce to raiic another troop of dragoons,
the command of which was given to Lt. Cooke of the 17th of dra-
goons, who remained in New-York to recruit it. The troops under
Gen. Arnold being embarked, he iffued an order on the 20th of De-
cember againft depredations in the country where the expedition was
bound to, and in the moft forcible terms and {trongeft manner, called
upon the officers to fecond his intentions and the Commander in Chief’
orders in this refpect. The Expedition failed from Sandy Hook on
the 21t of December, and arrived in the Chefapeak, but in a dif-
perfed manner, on the 3oth: feveral thips were miffing. General
Arnold without waiting for them, was enabled, by the fortunate
capture which the advance frigate, under Capt. Evans, had made of
fome {mall American veffels, to puth up the James River, and this

was
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vras done with incomparable adtivity and difpatch: the whole de-
tachment fhewing an energy and alacrity that could not be furpafied.
The enemy had a battzry at Hood’s point, and there was as yet no
certainty whether or not it was defended by an enclofed work. The
veflels anchored near it late in the evening of the 3d of January ; one
of them, in which was Capt. Murray of the Queen’s Rangers, not
perceiving the fignal for anchoring, was fired at. Upon the firft thot
the fkipper and his people left the deck ; when Capt. Murray feized
the helm, and the foldiers afiifting him, he pafled by the fort without
any damage from its fire, and anchored above it. Gen. Arnold
ordered Lt. Col. Simcoe to land with one hundred and thirty of the
Queen’s Rangers and the light infantry, and grenadiers of the 8oth
regiment ; the landing was effected filently and apparently with fecrecy
about a mile from the battery, and a circuit was made to {urprize its
garrifon : in the mean time the fleet was fired upon, but ineffeGtually
on account of its diftance. On the detachments approach through
bye paths, to Hoods, the flank companies of the Soth were ordered
to file from the rear and to proceed rapidly to the Battery, while the
Rangers were ready to fupport them, or to reccive any enemy whoe
might poffibly be on their march from the adjacent country. Major
Gordon on his approach found the battery totally abandoned; the
concerted fignal was made, and the fleet anchored near it. General
Arnold came on thore ; and it appeared that a patrole had difcovered the
boats as they rowed to the landing. Capt. Murray had heard them as
they approached the thore, and with his accuftomed zeal had got int»
his boat ready to affift if called for: the battery was difmounted and
the troops re-embarked in the morning, Gen. Arnold puthing the
expedition up the river with the utmoft celerity. On the arrival at
Weftover, the troops were immediately difembarked : at firft, from
the reports of the country of the force that was affembling to defend
Richmond, Gen. Arnold hefitated whether he fhould proceed thither
or not, his pofitive injunctions being not to undertake any enterprize

that
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¢hat had much rifk in it; but Lt. Colonels Dundas and Simcoe,
concurring that one day’s march might be made with perfect fecurity,
and that by this means more perfut information might be obtained,
the troops were immediately put in motion and proceeded towards
Richmond, where the enemy was underftood to have very con-
fiderable magazines: it was above thirty miles from Weftover;
feveral tranfports had not arrived, and Gen. Arnold’s force did not
amount to eight hundred men. On the itcond day’s march, whilft a
bridge was replacing over a creek, the advanced guard only having
pafled over, fome of the enemy’s militia, who had deftroyed it the
evening before, and were to affemble with otbers to defend it, were
deceived by the drefs of the Rangers, and came to Lt. Col. Simcoe,
who immediatcly reprimanded them for not coming fooner, held
converfation with them, and then fent them prifoners to General
Arnold. Within feven miles of Richmond a patrolc of the enemy
appeared, who, on being difcovered, fled at full fpeed: the Queen’s
Rangers, whofe horfes were in a miferable condition from the
voyage, could not purfue them. Soon after Lt. Col. Simcoe halted,
having received the cleareft information that a road, made paflable by
wood carts, led through the thickets to the rear of the heights on
which the town of Richmond was placed, where they terminated
in a plain, although they were almoft inacceflible by the common
road: on giving this information to Gen. Arnold, he faid, it was
not worth while to quit the road, as the enemy would not fight.
On approaching the town, Gen. Arnold ordered the troops to march
as open and to make as great an appearance, as poffible; and the
ground was fo favourable that a more fkilfull enemy than thofe who
were now reconnoitering, would have imagined the numbers to have
been double.  The enemy at Richmond appeared drawn up on the
heights, to the number of two or three hundred men: the road
patled through a wood at the bottom of thefe heights, and then ran
between them and the river into the lower town. Lt. Col. Simcoe
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was orderzd to diflodze them: hz moanted the hill in fmill bodies,
fteet:hing away to the right, foas to threaten the encmy witha deiign
to outflunk them; and as they filed off, in appearance to fecure their
flank, he direétly aicended with his cavilry, where it was fo ftop
that they were obliged to difmount and le.d their horfes. Luckily the
enzmy made no refiftance, nor did they fire; but on the cavalry’s
arrival on the fummit, recreited to the woods in great confufion :
there was a party of horfemen in the lower town, watching the mo-
tion of Lt. Col. Dundas, who, the heights being gained, vwas now
entering it.  Lt. Col. Siincoe pufthed on with the cavalry unnoticed
by the enemy in the lower town, till fuch time as he be on to defcend
almoft in their rear, when an impaffable creek ftopped him, and gave
the enemy time to elcape to the top of another hill beyond the
town. Having crofled over lower down, he aicended the hill,
ufing fuch converfation and words towards them as might prevent
their inclination to retreat ; however, when the Rangers were arrived
within twenty yards of the fummit, the cnemy greatly fuperior in
numbers, but made up of militia, {pectators, fome with and {fome
without arms, galloped oft; they were immediately purfued, but
without the leaft regularity : Capr. Shank and Lt. Spencer, who had
met with good horfes in the country, far diftanced the reft of the
cavalry. Lt. Col. Simcoe left an officer to mark the pofition he
meant his infantry to take on their arrival, and colle&ing all the men
he could overtake, followed Capt. Shank, anxious left his ardour
thould prove fatal : he had purfued the enemy four or five miles, fix
or {:ven of whom he had taken with feveral horfes; a very well
timed capture.  On Lt. Col. Simcoe’s return, he met with orders
from Gen. Arnold to march to the foundery at Weftham, fix miles
from Richmond, and to deftroy it; the flank companies of the Soth,
under Major Gordon, were fent as a reinforcement. With thefe and
his corps he proceeded to the foundery: the trunnions of many

picces of iron cannon were ftruck off, a quantity of fmall arms and 2
gredt
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great variety of military ftores were deftroyed. Upon confultation
with the artillery officer, it was thought better to deftroy the
magazine than to blow it up, this fatiguing bufinefs was effected by
carrying the powder down the clifts, and pouring it into the water ;
the warehoufes and mills were then fet on fire, and many explofions
happened in different parts of the buildings, which might have been
hazardous had it been relied on, that all the powder was regularly
depofited in one magazine; and the foundery, which was a very com-
pleat one, wis totally deftroyed. It was night before the troops re-
turned to Richmond; the provifions which had been made for them
were now to be cooked : fatigued with the march, the men in general
went to {leep, fome of them got into private houfes and there obtained
cum. Inthe morning Gen. Arnold determined to return; but Lt. Col.
Simcoe requefted that he would halt half the day. The enemy were
drawn up on the oppofite fide of the river, {o that no enterprize could
be expeted from them; and the whole of the Rangers having been
extremely fatigued the day before, without any men having been left
to cook for them, were in a great meafure in want of fuftenance.
Gen. Arnold was fenfible of the reafonablenefs of the requeft,
but he thought it moft advifable to return; and he gave as
his reafon, that i’ Gen. Tryon and Sir William Erfkine had
marched two hours fooner from Danbury, on their expedition there,
they would hive met with no oppofition ; and if they had delayed it
much longer, they would have found it abfolutely impofiible to have
regained their fhipping. The roads were rendered by the rain
{lippery and difficult, and in moft places were narrow and overhung
by bufhes, fo that the troops were frequently obliged to march by
files, which made it impofiible for the officers, who were on foot, to
fee far before them, and to take their cuftomary precautions. When
it became dark, if any man through an intention of deferting quitted
his ranks, or in the frequent haltings, overpowered by fatigue, fell
afleep, (which thofe who have {uffered it, well know brings on 2
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total difregard of all confequences, cven of life itfelt'), ‘he cicaned
notice and was irrecoverably loft; nine men of thie Rangers either
deferted or were taken by the country people on this march: the
troops arrived at a very late hour at the ground on which they were
to encamp, and where they pafied a wet and tempeftuous night.
Gen. Arnold returned the newt day to Wettover, preceded by Lt,
Col. Simcoe with the huzzars, to communicate the carlieft intelli-
gence to the fleet.

~ While the troops were haltinz at Weftover to refreth them[2lves,
no intelligence could be received : the militia of the lower countics
gathering together and blocking up the countrv; partics of them ap-
peared in force on the heights divided from Weftover by a creck,
and covered the peninfula which it formed with the James river,
Gen. Arnold direted a patrole to be made on the night of the cighth
of January towards Long Bridge, in order to procure intelligence :
Lt. Col. Simcoe marched with forty cavalry, for the moft part badiy
mounted, on fuch horfes as had been picked up in the country; but
the patrole had not proceeded above two miles before Serjeant Kelly,
who was in advance was challenged: he parlied with the vedettes,
till he got nearer to them, when rufhing at them, one he got hol.
of, the other flung himfelf off his horfe and cfcaped into the buthes ;
a negro was alfo taken whom thefe vedettes had intercepted on his
way to the Britith army. From thefe people information was ob-
tained that the enemy was affembled at Charles City Court-houfe,
and that the corps which had appeared in the day time oppofite
Weftover, nearly to the amount of four hundred men, lay about two
miles in advance of their main-body, and on the road to Weftover.
The party were immediately ordered to the right about, and to march
towards them ; Lt. Holland who was fimilar in fize to the vedette
who had been taken, was placed in advance: the negro had pro-
mifed to guide the party fo as to avoid the high road, and to conduct

them by an unfrequented path way, which led clofe to the creek,
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between the body, which was fuppofed to be in advance, and that
which was at Charles City Court-houfe; Lt. Col. Simcoe’s intention
was to beat up the main body of the enemy, who trufting to thofe
in front might reafonably be fuppofed to be off their guard; in cafe
of repulfe he meant to retreat by the private way on which he
advanced, and thould he be fuccefsful it was optional to attack the
advance party or not, on his return. The patrole pafled through a
wood, where it halted to colle@, and had fcarcely got into the road
when the advanced was challenged; Lt. Holland anfwered, < A
“ friend,” gave the counterfign procured from the prifoner, ¢ Itis I,
¢ me, Charles,” the name of the perfon he perfonated : he paffed
one vedette whom Serjeant Kelly feized, and himfelf caught hold of
the other, who in a ftruggle proved too ftrong for him, got free, pre-
fented and fnapped his carbine at his breaft ; luckily it did not go off,
but the man galloped away, and at fome diftance fired, the fignal of
alarm : the advance divifion immediately rufhed on, and foon arrived
at the Court-houfe ; aconfufed and fcattered firing began on all fides ;
Lt. Col. Simcoe fent the bugle borns, French and Barney, through
an enclofure to the right, with orders to anfwer his challenging, and
found when he ordered ; he then called loudly for the light infantry,
and hollowed ¢ found the advance ;" the bugles were founded as had
been directed, and the enemy fled on all fides, fcarcely firing another
fhot. 'The night was very dark, and the party totally unacquainted
with the ground. Part of the dragoons were difmounted and mixed
with the huzzars; fome of the enemy were taken, others wounded,
and a few were drowned in a mill-dam. In faving three armed militia
men from the fury of the foldiers, Lt. Col. Simcoe ran a great rifque,
as their pieces were loaded, pointed to his breaft, and in their timidity
they might have difcharged them. From the prifoners he learnt that
the whole cf their force was here affembled, and that there was no
party 1n advance : the foldiers were mounted as foon as pofiible, nor
couid they be permitted to fearch the houfes where many were con-
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cealed, left the enemy fhould gain intelligence of their numbers, and
attack them ; and this might eafily be done as the darknefs of the
night prevented the Rangers from feeing arcund them, while they
were plainly to be diftinguifhed by the fires which the cnemy had
left. It appeared that the militia were commanded by Gen. INelfon,
and confifted of feven or eight hundred men: they were compleatly
frightened and difperfed, many of them not ftopping till they reached
Williamfburgh.  Serjeant Adams of thc huzzars was mortally
wounded ; this gallant foldier, fenfible of his fituation, faid < My
¢ beloved Colonel I do not mind dying, but for God'’s fake do not
<¢ leave me in the hands of the rebels :” Trumpeter French and two
huzzars were wounded ; about a dozen excellent horfes were {ozion-
ably captured.

The enemy did not appear during the time the troops fiayed at
Weftover, nor attempted to harrafs their rear as had been threatened :
the remainder of the forcesarrived the next day. In the embarkation
from New-York, the horfe veflels were very bad, infamoufly provided,
and totally unfit for {ervice, in confequence, above forty horfes had
been thrown overboard ; the very Skippers werc fearful of failing,
and it required every exertion of the Quarter-Mafters to oblige them
to weigh anchor, and, at fea, the utmoft induftry and labour could
barely prevent them from foundering.

Serjeant Adams died at Weftover the gth; the corps attended his
funeral : he was buried in the colours which had been difplayed and
taken from Hood’s battery. On the 10th of January Gen. Arnold
embarked and dropped down to Flour de Hundred; at night he ordered
Lt. Col. Simcoe to land : the General had information that a party
of militia, with cannon, were affembled at Bland’s mills, and he in-
tended to furprize them. On the approach to the thore, people were
plainly heard talking, who galloped off on the imaginary gun-boats
being loudly ordered to point their cannon towards the thore: on the
Queen’s Rangers landing, Lt. Col. Simcoe placed Capt. Ewrld in
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ambufcade : that gallant and able officer, with the remainder of his
yagers, had joined at Weftover. Gen. Arnold had :corcely landed,
and Col. Dundas, with the eightieth regiment, was not yet on
thore, when a patrole of the enemy fell into the ambufcade of the
yagers, and exchanged fhot with them: the night was very dark.
Gen. Arnold dire&ted Lt. Col. Simcoe immediately to march towards
Bland’s, with Col. Robinfon’s regiment and his own infantry ; but the
cavalry did not land. The detachment had not proceeded above tvo
miles, when Robinfon’s corps in front received a heavy fire. There
was no room for difpofition, for the road ran through a wood which
was remarkably thick, at the forks of which, as the cleareft ground,
the enemy had placed themfelves. Upon the firing, the troops
were immediately ordered to charge; they rufhed forward and the
enemy fled : near twenty of Col. Robinfon’s regiment were killed
and wounded ; among the latter was Capt. Hatch who commanded
the advance guard. Lt. Col. Simcoe fecing no probability of ac-
complithing the bufinefs he had been ordered upon, halted till Gen.
Arnold’s arrival, who had followed with the main body: the troops
returned to Hood’s battery, which having totally difmantled, they
carried off the heavy artillery and quitted it; the next day reimbarking
and falling down the river. The troops landed on the 14th at
Harding’s ferry, and marched to Smithfield : the next morning
Gen Arnold fent Major Gordon with a detachment over the Pagan
creek, and ordered Lt. Col. Simcoe to crofs at M<Kie’s mills with
the cavalry, to co-operate with him in difperfing a body of militia,
who were fuppofed to be affembled in that neighbourhood. Lt. Col.
Simcoe defired Gen. Arnold to permit him to take Capt. Ewald
with the yagers as far as M¢Kie’s mills, in cafe the enemy fhould
have feized that pafs; the General affented ; when the party arrived
there, the enemy were in pofleffion of the pafs; and in fome force :
the demonftration of the cavalry and the advancing of the yagers,
after a few fhot, obliged them to retire; the bridge being taken up,
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prevented an immediate purfuit : the yagers returned and the cavalry
proczeded to fulfil their orders ; they join:d Major Gordon, who had
met with no enemy. Parties of militia being underftood to be at the
points on each fide of thz creek, ftationed there to fire on the boats,
Lt. Col. Simcoe proceeded with fome cavalry to difperfe them; the
advanced man, Mollov, foon perceived two centinels, when watching
till their backs were turned, he flowly followed them, and, as they
turned round, {prung his horfe between them, crying cut, ¢ lay down
¢ your arms, I have you both,” which they readily did; proceeding
to the houfe, the party was immediately {urrounded and taken, it
confifted of an officer and twelve men: a fimilar partv was on the
other fide. 'The officer who had been taken was fent cver in a boat,
to inform them that if they furrendered and delivered up their arms,
they fhould have their paroles; if not, they muit abide by the con-
fequences, as a party would be fent to furround and cut them in
pieces: the militia immediately accepted the offers, the officer com-
manding returning with him who had carried the alternative; they
were very happy to have any reafon that might be pleaded to their
oppreflors, not to be forced to take up arms. However, this did
not anfwer the views of the rebel legiflatures, and Governor Jefferfon
foon after publithed a proclamation, declaring the paroles of all the
Virginia militia, in a fimilar predicament, null and void. Lt. Col.
Simcoe and Major Gordon pafied the night oppofite to Smithfield, and
the next day the army continued its march ; its rout was by Sleepy-
hole ferry, acrofs which the boats had arrived to carry them ; the
Queen’s Rangers proceeded to Port{fmouth, Gen. Arnold being ap-
prehenfive that the enemy might burn the houfes there : two or three
fmall patroles were taken or difperfed during the march, and Lt. Col.
Simcoe entered the town early in the morning of the 1gth of January.
A party of the enemy had juft croffed over to Princefs Ann; the
advance fhip of the {quadron came up foon after, and Gen. Arnold

with the army arrived in the courfe of the day. On the 25th,
Colonel
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Colonel Dundas, with a part of the Eightieth and a detachment of
the Queen’s Rangers, croflfed Elizabeth river, and went into Princefs
Ann. This party returned at night, and on its arrival at the ferry an
account came from Gen. Arnold, that fome of the artillery, who had
been foraging on the road to the Great bridge, had been attacked,
their waggons taken, and the officer killed. The General ordered a
detachment to be paffed over from Norfolk, to endeavour to retake
the waggons; the troops had juft arrived from a fatiguing march ;
the night was clofing in, and it began to rain tremendoufly. Lt. Col.
Simcoe ferried over, as ordered, to Herbert’s point, with fourteen
Yagers and Rangers; they were joined by the conduor of the
artillery who had efcaped, and from his account it appeared that the
officer was not dead, and that the enemy were but few in number.
After the party had advanced a inile, an artillery man, who had
efcaped and lay hid in the buthes, came out, and informed him that the
Lt. Rynd lay not far off. Lt. Col. Simcoe found him dreadfully
mangled and mortally wounded ; he fent for an ox cart from a neigh-
bouring farm, on which the unfortunate young gentleman was
placed : the rain continued in a violent manner, which precluded all
purfuit of the enemy; it now grew more tempeftuous, and ended
in a perfe hurricane, accompanied with inceffant lightning. This
{mall party flowly moved back toward Herbert’s ferry, it was with
difficulty that the drivers and attendants on the cart could find thejr
way ; the foldiers marched on with their bayonets fixed, linked in
ranks together, covering the road. The creaking of the waggen and
the groans of the youth added to the horror of the night; the road
was no longer to be traced when it quitted the woods, and it was
a great fatisfattion that a flath of lightning, which glared among
the ruins of Norfolk, difclofed Herbert’s houte. Here g boat was pro-
cured, which conveyed the unhapoy youth to the hofpital thip,
where he died the next day: Lt. Col. Simcoe barzicaded the houfe
i which he paffed the night.

General
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Gen. Arnold employed the garrifon in fortifying the poft at Porti-
mouth, the primary object of his expedition: the fame line to the
front was occupied, which Gen. Leflie had begun. On the 29th
Lt. Col. Sincoe was fent to fortify the poft at Great bridge ; much
lumber that was found there was floated down to Portfmouth ; and
the troops, with unremitted attention, applied themfelves to raife a
ftar work, which commanded the bridge and the caufeway; it was
intended to abbaty the ditch, and then to fill it with water, which,
the fmaller bridges being taken up, would have effe®ually prevented
a furprize. The rebels continually fired at night on the centi-
nels, and perfect information was gained of a party being intended for
that purpofe : the extent of the poft prevented any ambufcade from
being laid with certainty, and the fatigue the men underwent in the
day, demanded as much quiet as poffible during the night. A figure
was drefled up with a blanket coat, and pofted in the road, by which
the enemy would probably advance, and fires refembling thofe of
a picquet, were placed at the cuftomary diftance: at midnight the
rebels arrived, and fired twenty or thirty fhot at the effigy. As they ran
acrofs the road they expofed themfelves to the fthots of two centinels,
they then went off. The next day an officer happening to come in
with a flag of truce, he was thewn the figure and was made fenfible
of the inhumanity of firing at a centinel, when nothing farther was
intended : this ridicule probably had good effects, as during the ftay
of the Queen’s Rangers at Great bridge, no centinel was fired at.
The works being in a ftate of defence, and capable of receiving a
garrifon, the Rangers were relieved on the sth of February, by Major
Gordon with a détachment. Col. Dundas arrived that day and
marched out with the Rangers, and part of the Eightieth: the
cavalry foon fell in with a patrole, which Capt. Shank purfued over
Edmond’s bridge, difperfing them and making an officer prifoner.
The Rangers returned the next day to Portfmouth, and were con-

ftantly employed on the works till the 1oth, when Gen. Arnold
thought
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thought proper to detach them to Kemp’s landing. The difaf.?'eé’ced
inhabitants of Princefs Ann, for the moft part, had left it ; but it was
much infefted by a party under the command of a New Englander,
of the name of Weeks. To drive him from the county was the
obje@ of Lt. Col. Simcoe’s march, and for this purpofe, he detached
Capt. Ewald with the yagers, and a party of the Queen’s Rangers to
the Great bridge, and with the remainder of the corps marched to
Kemp’s : he advanced on the 16th up the country, by the main road
towards the north-weft landing, while Capt. Ewald, by almoft im-
paffable ways and bye paths proceeded to the fame point : he for-
tunately furprized and totally difperfed Weeks’s party. The next day,
Lt. Col. Simcoe proceeded with a detachment of cavalry to the north-
weft landing: Weeks was again fallen in with, and with great
difficulty efcaped from the purfuit of the huzzars into a fwamp. The
whole corps returned the next day to Kemp’s ; and from thence, on the
18th, to Portfmouth. The north-weft landing was the only paflage
from North-Carolina, excepting the Great bridge, and this excurfion
was luckily timed. Gen. Arnold, on the 13th of February, receiving
information of the arrival of three French fhips of the line, had fent
Lt. Col. Simcoe orders to march from Kemp’s, where he then was,
to the Great bridge, intimating that he thould fend up boats to bring
- off the cannon, and that the poft fhould be withdrawn if neceffary.
Lt. Col. Simcoe wrote to Gen. Arnold, informing him, that he cer-
tainly thould march at the time prefcribed by his orders, if not coun-
termanded, giving at the {ame time fuch reafons as to him appeared
moft forcible, why the great bridge fhould not be hattily abandoned,
but that rather Weeks and his party {hould be driven from the coun-
ty into North-Carolina ; the General was pleafed to approve of his
reafons, and on the 16th he marched againft Weeks as has been
related. Gen. Arnold, in cafe Capt. Symonds thought it expedient,
offered the army to affift in any attacks on the French fleet; Captain
Alberfon, the gallant mafter of the Emprefs of Ruffia, Lt. Colonel
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Simcoe’s tranfport, was anxious, and offered his fervices, to lav
him and the Queen’s Rangers on board anv of the Irench fhipe.
The army wes employed in ftrengthening ticir works: on the 19th
the French fhips left the bay. © Gen. Arncld had iffued a proclama-
tion, for the inhabitnts of Princefs Ann to aflemble at Kuinn's
the 21{t: on that day the Queen’s Rangers efcorted him thither;
and Capt. M¢Kay, of that corps, was left at this poft. He foruticd
and barricaded his quartcis in the beft manner peffible, and having
fome dragoons with him kept the country clear of finall parties.

It being reported that Lord Cornwallis was near Peterfburg, Lit.
Col. Dundas embarked with five hundred men, on the 23d, and
fuch provifions as were thought neceflary, to make a diverfion in hig
Lordfhip’s favor ; but more certain advices of his cperations being
received, he returned.

Gen. Arnold ordered Lt. Col. Dundas to march at night with
the Soth regiment and the cavalry, to endeavour to furprize a body of
the enemy, within cight or nine miles of Portfmouth, uron the
Suffolk road, while Lt. Col. Simcoe, witn the infantry of the
Rangers, embarked in boats and procceded by water to gain their
rear undifcovered. The plan was well 1aiid, nor did it fail through any
fault in the execution : when Lt. Col. Simcoe landed and marched
on, he found a party fent by Lt. Col. Dundas to meet him: the
enemy had flown. Since the war it has appeared, that a woman,
probably a double {py, left Portfmouth half an hour before Colonel
Dundas marched, and gave the enemy information.

The militia affembling at Hampton, Lt. Col. Dundas pafled over
from Portfmouth to diflodge them. What part the Rangers bore in
this expedition, cannot be better detailed than in the modeft recital
of Quarter-mafter MGill, who went with Lt. Col. Dundas, and
whofe bravery and condu¢t were honoured with the higheft com-,
mendations, by that moft refpectable officer: < Col. Dundas with
¢ part of his regiment, a few yagers, Lt. Holland, myfelf, and
| R “ twelve
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twelve huzzars, of the Queen’s Rangers, went on an expedition
towards Hampton. VWeembarked on the night of the 6th of March,
and landed early next morning at Newport-news, from thence
marched to a village about three miles from Hampton, where we
deftroyed fome ftores, and burned four large cannoes without
oppofition; but on our return to the boats, we faw about two
hundred militia drawn up on a plain, and a wet ditch in front. As
I was advanced with the huzzars, and firit faw them, I informed
the Colonel, and at the fame time afked his permiffion to advance
againft them, without thinking of Lt. Holland, whom in truth I
did not fee at the time. He granted my requeft, and ordered the
mounted men of the 8oth to join me, who had, as well as the
Rangers, been mounted in the morning upon the march: with
thefe, and fome officers of the 8oth, who had alfo got horfes, we
made up twenty-fix horfe-men. The rebels were ubout three
hundred yards from the road ; and I had to wheel to the left, full
in their view, which difcovered our numbers, and, I believe, en-
couraged them a good deal, as they did not fire until we were
within thirty yards of them : this checked us, and gave them time
to give us a fecond falute, but not with the fame effe@; for, with
the firft, they killed Capt. Stewart, of the 8oth, wounded Licut.
Salifbury, of the navy, who commanded the boats, and came for
pleafure. Col. Dundas, myiclf, and Serjeant Galloway, were un-
horfed, and fome of the infantry, who were an hundred yards in
our rear, were wounded. Poor Galloway lamented the lofs of the
hcel of his boot, which was thot away, more than the wound he
received. My horfe had three balls through him, and he received
a fourth before all was over. It was much againft us, that we
were obliged to advance on the center of the rebels, a thick wood
bounding both their flanks, otherwife I thought to have made
them give an oblique fire as the laft defiructive ; however, we

 happily broke them before they could attempt 2 third fire, and the

i infantry
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“ infantry coming among them did good fervice. The icbels had
¢ fixty killed, wounded, and taken: among the latter was their
“¢ commander, Col. Curl, and a few of their officers. I cannot
¢ afcertain our lofs more than I have mentioned ; they let us em-
‘¢ bark quietly, and we landed at Portfinouth the fame evening.”

General Arnold having information that fome of the enemy’s Con-
tinental forces were at Williamitburg, {fent Lt. Allen, of the Queen’s
Rangers, in a boat to land at night, and gain information. This in-
telligent officer executed his commiffion much to the General's
fatisfaction ; and Lt. Col. Dundas embarked with part of the 8oth
regiment and the Queen’s Rangers, to endeavour to furprize them :
he fell down the Elizabeth river in the evening ; but at its mouth, the
night became fo very dark and tempeftuous, as to render the attempt
totally impracticable. It was with difficulty that the troops reached
Newport news, a point on the enemy’s fhore, where they landed and
pafled the night unmolefted ; and the next dav returned to Porti-
mouth : fortunately, by the tkill of the naval condu&or, and Lt Col.
Dundas’s indefatigable attention, not a fingle boat foundered.

There being indications that a ferious attack upon Portfmouth wa.
tn agitation, Gen. Arnold was very altive in putting it into a re-
{pectable ftate of defence. Lt. Col. Simcoe had given his opinion.
by letter to the Commander in Chief, ¢ that Portfimouth, confidered
¢ asa poft was very weak ; from its extent, and from its left being fo
‘¢ entirely flanked, that its whole front was taken in reverfe; I con-
“¢ ceive 1t to be tenable againft any force in this country:” it did
not appear tc be a proper fituation for a fmall garrifon; but looked
upon as an entrenched camp, it might be made a refpe@able one;
nor was it, and its dependencies, ill fuited for combined defence, and
the preferving a {fmall naval and military force from the operations of
a fuperior armament. To explain this opinion, it is neceflary to ob-
ferve, that directly oppofite to Portfmouth a branch of the Elizabeth
river, which it ftands upon, ran eaftward, dividing Herbert’s point
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from Norfolk : this eaftern branch was not to be forded within eight
miles. The occupying a geod redoubt at IN orfolk, another at Her-
bert’s point, and re-eftablithing an old work at Mill point below
Portfmouth, would reduce any force which, in the prefent appearance
of affairs, was likely to be brought againft Gen. Arnold’s army, to
a dire¢t aflault on fome part, as it was evident, the regular fiege of
the whole, or any fingle work, would take up more time than any
French {quadron could venture to employ before it. Gen. Arnold
had conftru¢ted a great many boats, excellently adapted for the
tranfportation of foldiers, and capable of carrying eighty men befides
the rowers ; by thefe means, he had it in his power to reinforce any
of the points within ten minutes. Lt. Col. Simcoe had previoufly
founded all the creeks, at low water, with Capt. Richard Graves,
of the royal navy; and that officer, upon leaving Portfmouth to go
to Hampton road, fent him on the 14th of March his opinion on the
fubjet of forming a regular fyftem of defence, applicable to the
ftationing of the fhips under Capt. Symonds, (the largeft of which
was the Charon of 44 guns), from Mill point to the brewery, at
Norfolk. ¢ Three thips he obferved can be placed in an oblique line,
““ mooring acrofs the channel one third of a cable each way, befides
‘¢ two fhips lying in the intervals at the fame diftance, either in front
““ or rear, which, in my opinion, with veffels funk and proper difpo-
“ fitions made of fire vellels, may effeCtually ftop the paflage.” Lt.
Col. Simcoe had converted the bodies of his waggons into fmall porni-
toons, capable of holding fix men, as boats, and well adapted to form
bridges over the fmall creeks in the country, through which, if it
had become neceflary to quit Portfmouth, the retreat might have
been made, by the north-weft landing to North Carolini. Thefe
were the opinions which he had always held when any con-
verfation took place upon the fubje@t; and the fyftem of defence is
the fame which appears on his arrival, to have been thought of b
Gen. Phillips.  Much would have depended on the fcience of tly
e he
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enemy'’s General. The ground of Portfmouth was not only enfilzdad
‘on the left flank, but the enemy had on the right, favourable poiitions
to place their batteries wherever they advanced to the afiauic; aad, 1f
the points on the river could not be {zcured, the fleet muit irevitabily
fall into their hands, without contributing to the dewcnce of the
place. The garrifon was in great fpirits, full ¢f confidence in tise
daring courage of Gen. Arnold; and the enemy had every thing to
fear from a fally.  About this time a fingular event took place: the
paflage from the Great bridge upon Elizabeth river had hitherto
been fecure; buta party of the enemy from its banks fired upon a
gun-boat, that was returning with the baggage of the detachment
which had been relieved ; and having wounded fome of the people in
it, took the boat. Capt. Stevenfon, who had commanded at the
Great bridge, loft his baggage ; and among his papers was found a
fictitious letter, which he had written by way of amufement, and of
pafling his time, to Gen. Gregory, who commanded the North-
Carolina militia at the Weft landing, detailing a plan which that
officer was to follow to furrender his troops to Lt. Col. Simcoe: the
whole plaufibly written and bearing with it every appearance of being
concerted. The manner of its falling into the enemics hands
ftrengthened thefe appearances ; at firft it {ferved for laughter to the
officers of the Rangers; but when it was underftood that Gen.
Gregory was put in arreft, Capt. Stevenfon’s humanity was alarmed,
and the letters, which are in the appendix, pafied between Lt. Col.
Simcoe and Col. Parker, who had taken the boat: they prevented all
further bad confequences. The 6th of March, Gen. Arnold ordered
Lt. Col. Simcoe to fend two or three fmall parties every night, from
the piquet, as far, or a little beyond the crofs roads, four miles in
front of Portfmouth : they were to confift of four or five men. The
woods, to the right and left of the road, being interfected swith paths
on which the enemy generally patroled, rendered their deftruGion
almoft inevitable ; two of them, one of the yagers and ancther of the
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Rangers, being taken, they were difcontinued. The enemy affem-
bling in force, the troops were conftantly under arms at four o’clock
in the morning, at their alarm poft, if the weather was favourable ;
if otherwife, at their refpetive barracks.

There being various reports of the enemy making a road through
the difinal {wamp to the left of Great bridge, and {mall parties in-
fefting the country, Lt. Col. Simcoe marched the 1oth of March to
the Great bridge. Capt. M¢Kay, who commanded at Kemp’s, had
received information, that \Weeks was to pafs over on the night of
the 11th, and that he would be at a houfe between the Great bridge
and Kemp’s: he propofed to Lt. Col. Simcoe to furprize him, and
Gen. Arnold approved of it; as it was neceffary to check every in-
road into Princefs Ann. Capt. M¢Kay marched at « concerted hour
from Kemp’s, and Lt. Col. Simcoe from the Great bridge, in order
to {upport him. The former met the enemy before he arrived at the
place where he expected to find them ; and he inftantly detached Lt.
Dunlop to their rear, who attacked, and effe¢tually furprized thein :
eicht or ten were killed ortaken. In the pocket of the Lieutenant,
who was killed, was found a letter faying, to his Captain, ¢ that with
‘¢ four or five men, he could every night feize one or two of the re-
‘¢ fractory men belonging to his company.” Thefe violences were ne-
ceflary to force the militia, of the lower counties of Virginia, to arms.
The Queen’s Rangers returned the next day to Portfmouth, as did
Capt. M<Kay to Kemp’s ; which poft, he maintained with fingular
vigilance and propriety. Lt. Col. Simcoe thought it proper, in publick’
orders, to defire, ¢ That his beft thanks might be accepted by Lt.
¢ St. John Dunlop, and the party under his command, for their
‘“ obedience to their orders, and gallantry in the furprize of a rebe]
‘¢ party, the night of the 11th initant. The Lt. Colonel is fatisfied,
*¢ that if the information Capt. M¢Kay received had been true, the
*¢ rebel banditti he marched againft would have been annihilated in
“ confequence of his proper difpofition, and the fteadinefs of the officers

““ and
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«¢ and foldiers under his command. Itis with great pleafure the Lieut.

<« Colonel hears of the orderly and foldierlike behaviour of the whole
¢ party ftationed at Kemp’s: he hopes the regiment will equally

< pride themfelves in protecting, as in the prefent cafe, the unarmed
«¢ inhabitants of the country, as in fcourging the armed banditti who
<« opprefs it.” The Great bridge was fituated at the head of Eliza-
beth river, clofe to the great difmal fivamp, from whence it rifes. It
was the great road, while Norfolk was in affluence, between that
town and North Carolina: f{mall parties only could pafs through
the fwamps, the feafon being uncommonly dry; but the furprizal of
that which had attempted it, rendered it not very advifable. The
poft was eafily to be maintained until fuch time as an enemy fhould
venture to throw bridges over the Elizabeth river, between the
Great bridge and Portfmouth ; and then, it was to be weighed
whether a hundred men, the ufual garrifon of the Great bridge
would not find more employment for an enemy, and be more
than adequate to any fervices the fame number could be of, in
Portfmouth. Like other field works it could not hold out 2 moment
againft mortars : it was calculated to keep the Carolina militia out
of Princefs Ann, and everyv hour that this could be done was of great
importance : the hopes of plunder and the certainty of their efcaping,
would have deluged the country with this banditti.  About this time,
Capt. M¢Crea, of the Queen’s Rangers, having the command of this
poft, with that gallantry which had {o eminently diftinguithed him
at Kingfbridge, on the firft formation of the Rangers, fallied upon a
party of the enemy, who had frequently fired upon his centinels,
furprized them, put them to the rout and pinned a label upon one
of the men who had been killed, threatening to lay in afhes any
houfe, near his front, that they fhould harbour in. This vigorous fally
had its ufe: the enemy, as their cuftom was when they were cor-
re¢ted, complained of cruelty, and Gen. Muhlenberg wrote to Gen.
Arnold on that fubje&. Lt, Col. Simcoe had alfo fome correfpon-
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dence, on this fubje&®, with Col. Parker, a gentleman of more
liberality than was commonly found in thofe who commanded parties
of the militia. Capt. M¢Crea had taken two prifoners, they were
offered to be exchanged for Ellifon, the gallant huzzar who had fig-
nalized himfelf at the battle of Monmouth, and another foldier,
who, their horfes being killed, had been taken in a fkirmifh, a few
days before, towards the North-weft landing; but fo little did the
enemy value their militia, that it was refufed on the ungenerous plea of
their having been wounded. It is not improbable but the unfortunate
men ﬁmight have been Loyalifts, averfe from the fervice of the rebels
and forced into it : Ellifon was foon after exchanged : he had been ill-
treated while prifoner ; but nothing hurt him equally with the being
robbed of the filver half moon which he wore on his huzzar cap,
with the word ¢ Monmouth” engraven on it, as a mark of his
bravery in that ation.

On the 18th of March, Gen. Arnold gave orders for every perfon
to work on the lines, and the town people, who fhould refufe, to
quit it. M. de La Fayette appeared in the front of the works, and the
yager piquet, pofted near the head of Scott’s creek, was attacked in
force : a deep ravine paflable at this poft, and above it, feparated them
from the enemy. Capt. Ewald was with his piquet, and by demon-
ftrations and the countenance of his people, more than once checked
the enemy, who fhewed every inclination to pafs over the gully, and
totally prevented them from reconnoitering the right of Portfmouth :
Capt. Ewald was wounded. Gen. Araold in his letter to Sir Henry
Clinton fays, ¢ That he did not think it prudent to leave his works
¢¢ and fally, as Lt. Col. Simcoe was in Princefs Ann with near four
“¢ hundred men.” It is not improbable that the enemy had in-
telligence of the Queen’s Rangers being detached to fecure forage,
&ec. as on Lt. Col. Simcoe’s return, the {inall .bridges were deftroyed
between Kemp’s and Portfinouth ; which, though they were but
trifiing impediments, muft have been done by a lurking party, or the

difaffe&ed
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difaffe@ed of the country, in confequence of -fome eoncerted order.
Lt. Col. Simcoe, to whom the vagers had been attached, {1t this a
proper opportunity to reprefent Capt. Ewald’s conduct and gallantry
to Gen. Kniphaufen.

On information of a fquadron with French colours being at an-
chor, on the 1gth, in Lynhaven bay, Lt. Col. Simcoe was fent ther:
with a patrole, to obferve them: he had the pleafure to find that it
was Admiral Arburthnot’s fleet, and to fee a rebel cruifer, deceived by
their colours, taken by them. The action which the Admiral had
with 'the French fleet, faved the armament in Virginia from a ferious
attack. Gen. Arnold had received information, from the officer at
the Great bridge, that Gen. Gregory, on the 18th, had approached
within two miles of him, with fix pieces of cannon and twelve hun-
dred men: Gen. Arnold fent him orders, ¢ To defend it to the laft
extremity ;” and then dire¢ted Lt. Col. Simcoe, after he had in-
formed himfelf what fleet was below, to take fuch meafures as he
thought neceflary refpecting the Great bridge; the fituation of which
has been heretofore ftated.

Gen. Phillips arrived on the 27th of March, and was foon fol-
lowed by the forces under his command. The light infantry went
into cantonments at Kemp’s, and the Queen’s Rangers at New-
Town, under inftru&ions to hold themitlves liable to move on the
fhorteft notice, and in cafe of Lt. Col. Abercrombic’s requifition, Lt,
Col. Simcoe was to place himfelf under his orders.

There being every appearance of the army taking the field, Lt.
Col. Simcoe made application to Gen. Phillips, for the fame number
of artillery men to his cannon as had been attiched to them on iimilar
occafions. The General chofe only to allow him fome men for a
thort time, to inftruct foldiers of the Queen’s Rangers: this Lt.
Col. Simcoe declined. His corps was weak in numbers, and he
confidered the number of men, who muft have attended his
guns, more ufeful with their mufquets: while the corpe alted

S {eparately,
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{eparately, cannon always furnifhed a reafon for an enemy to avoid
action. In fome fituations, even fuch contemptible guns as three
pounders might be of great ufe, in particular, in defence of a houlfe
or any pofition which might enable a corps, in cafe of necefiity, to
rally ; but the Queen’s Rangers were now not likely to be detached,
and if they were and it became neceffary, the Commander of the
army would fend them cannon. The thiee pounder and amuzette
were therefore fent to the artillery park.on the 2oth of April, the
Commander in Chief was pleafed to add Capt. Diemar’s troop of
huzzars, then at New-York, to the Queen’s Rangers, and they were
placed under the command of Capt. Cooke.

Gen. Phillips gave out the following orders, for exercifing the
troops, preparatory to their taking the ficid: < It is the Major
¢ General’s wifh, that the troops under his command may praétice
forming from two to three and to four deep; and that they thould
¢ be accuftomed to charge in all thofe orders. In the latter orders,
¢ of the three and four deep, the files will, in courtz, be clofer, fo as
¢¢ to render a charge of the greateft force. The Major General alfo
‘¢ recommends to regiments the prattice of dividing the battallions,
¢ by wings or otherwife, {o that one line may fupport the other
when an attack is {uppofed ; and, when a retreat is fuppofed, that
¢ the firft line may retreat through the intervals of the fecond, the
““ fecond doubling up its civifions for that purpofe, and forming up
‘¢ again in order to check the enemy, who may be fuppofed to have
““ prefled the firft line. The Major General would approve alfo of
‘¢ one divifion of a battallion attacking in the common oven order of
““ two deep, to be fupported by the other compact divifien, as a
““ iccond line, in a charging order of three or four deep. The gain-
ing the flanks alfo of a fuppofed ecnemy, by the quick movements
of a divifion in common open order, while the compact divifion
advances to a charge: and fuch other evolutions, as may lead the
regiments to a cuftom of depending on and mutually fupporting
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«¢ each other; fo that thould one part be preflcd or broken, it may
¢¢ be accuftomed to form again without confufion, under ti.c pro-
¢« tection of a fecond line, or any regular formed divifion.” 7 hefe
orders, fo proper in themfelves, and now peculiarly uictul, as no
Heffian troops, who ufually formed the firm and folid fecond line
to the Britith, were to embark on the expedition, were not meant to
affe@ the general manceuvres of the light troops: Lt. Col. Simcoe
was permitted to adopt fuch only as he thought applicable to that
fervice. The works at Portfmouth being compleated, the troops
embarked on the 18th of April, and fell down to Hampton road.
Gen. Phillips informed the officers commanding corps, in writing,
that the firft object of the expedition was to furprize, if poflible, a
body of the enemy ftationed at Williamfburgh, at any rate to attack
them : at the fame time he detailed the plan of operations. The
Rangers were of Gen. Arnold’s divifion, which was deftined to land
below Williamfburg, and to co-operate with that under Lt. Colonel
Ambercrombie, which was to land above it.  The following orders
were more peculiar to the Queen’s Rangers: ¢ a detachment of Heffian
yagers will be attached to the light infantry and Queen’s Rangers,
with which corps they have {o often aéted, that it is unneceflary to give
any direGtions concerning them ; and they will, in courfe, be always
protected by bayonets, both as centinels and patroles. Should the
enemy retreat, upon intelligence of the enterprize againft them, or be
forced by an attack to retire, Lt. Col. Simcoe will proceed with the
utmoft diligence to York town, and there, under cvery defcription of
caution, endeavour to gain the rear of the enemy’s batteries, and of
the poft; but thould he, by certain intelligence and obfervations, be
convinced of their being clofed works with troops in them, he is to
make an immediate report of it, and not to attack fuch works without
further orders. It is not the intention to ritk the lofs of men upon
any attack at York town, nor delay by any attack there the progrefs
of the intended expedition. Should, however, Lt. Col. Simcoe gain

S2 pofleffion
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pofieflion of York town, he will hoift a red flag, and fire, if poffible,

fignal guns, and at nizht light two or three fires at different places
upon the thore: thefz arc intended to give the Bonetta floop of war
notice of York town being poffeffed by the King’s troops, on which
that veflel will move up the river; and Lt. Col. Simcoe will, in that
cafe, confult with Capt. Dundafs, the commander of the Bonetta,
how it may be beft to a& for deftroying the armed and other vefiels
in that river, and alfo take every means for putting the enemy’s can-
non at York town into that armed veflfcl. It is to be wifhed that
this detailed operation may not take up more than forty eight
hours.” The troops arrived off Burrell’s ferry on the 19th; Lt. Col.
Simcoe was directed to land in fuch marner as he thought proper,
The enemy had thrown up entrenchments to fecure the landing, and
thefe appeared to be fully manned.  The boats were aflembled at the
fmall veflel c¢n board which Lt. Col. Simcoe was, which was an-
chored about two miles from the fhore. Near a mile below the
ferry was a fmall creek which ran a little way into the land, from
James river; and at the point formed by this feparation, it was deter-
mined to land. Capt. Ewald being difabled by his wound from
accompanying the expedition, the yagers were divided between the
Queen’s Rangers and light infantry: Capt. Althoufe’s company of
rifle men was alfo under the command of Lt. Col. Simcoe. The
boats, preceded by the gun-boat, moved directly towards Burrell’s
ferry : on a fignal given, they all, except the gun-boat, turned and
rowed rapidly towards the point, where the landing was to take place,
aflifted by the wind and tide; Major Armftrong, who commanded
it, was defired to keep out of the reach of mulquet fhot, and to fire
his fix pcunder at the entrenchments, and particularly to fcour a
gwly on the left, which the encmy muft pafs if they meant any oppo-
fition. The troops difembarked as iutended ; Capt. M<Kay with
a detachment of the Queen’s Rangers and yagers, landing below
the inlet to beat up any party who might he in ambufcade there, and

fo
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(o give greater fecurity to the right fdank in cafe the enriny thould
attack the corps. Lt. Col. S;mcoe met no oppofition in his march
to Burrell’s ferry, from whence the enciny fled with precipitation,
a 1‘d where Gen. Phillips with the army immediately landed.  Fifty-
iixt horfes of the Queen’s Rangers had been embarked, thefe of offi- ers
1ncluded : the difmounted men brought with them their faddles and
accoutrements. Gen. Phillips ordered Lt. Col. Simcoe to procm
tc York town, where, it was underftood, that there were only &
artillery men, who fuperintended the battery, and a few militia.
marched accordingly with forty cavalry, accompanied by Major
Damer who alted as Adjutant General to Gen. Phillips: the infantry
of ths Queen’s Rangers proceceded with the army to Williamibure.
The night was uncom'nonlv dark and tempeftuous, and Lt. Col.
Simcoe found himfelf under the neceflity of halung at a farm-houlc,
during its continuance : in the morning he galloped into the town,
furprized and fecured a few of the artillery men, the others made off’
in a boat. He direCed the guns of the batteries, already loaded, to
e fired, as a fignal to the Bonetta floop, which failed up and an-
chored off the town; and he burnt a range of the rebel barracks.
Upon the hearing of cannon at Williamfburg, the party returned
thither ; and itappeared, that there had only been a fkirmifh at the out-
poft of that place, where the troops had arrived the preceding evening
without moleftation: Quarter-Mafter M<Gill, with fome of the
huzzars of the Queen’s Rangers, having charged and difperfed the
only patrole of the enemy who had appeared in the front. General
Phillips atked Lt. Col. Simcoe, when he waited upon him to make
his report, how many men would it require to defend York town?
and, on his hefitating, with great quicknefs, faid ¢ Four hundred,
< five hundred, a thoufand,” and feemed greatly furprized when he
replied two thoufand : this was the only converfation that pafled
between them on the fubje®. Lt. Col. Simcoe had no order to

econnoitre the ground, and what he did obferve was merely for his
own
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own information ; and the number of troops neceflary for its defence
againft the American forces, he guefled at, on the fuppofition of its
being properly fortified, and above all made bomb proof, without
which he knew all fortifications to be ufelefs, and which he had
ftated, at a period in which there was not a bomb proof in any of the
Briti(h fortifications, as abfolutely neceffary in his plan for the oc-
cupation of Billingfport. 'The army marched to Barret's ferry,
near the Caickahominy, and embarked immediately, the Queen’s
Rangers excepted, who formed the rear guard and lay on fhore the
whole night, in a pofition which a little labour rendered inaffailable.
Gen. Phillips here gave out the ftricteft orders to prevent privateers,
the bane and difgrace of the country which employs them, from pre-
ceding the fleet, and being found upon any of the rivers marauding
or plundering : he alfo explained the {econd object of the expedition,
which was to obtain pofleflion of Hood’s battery, now reported to be
clofed, without unneceffary ritk ; to open all obftructions on the
James river, and to feize the arms faid to be at Prince George Court
houfe. The Major General iflued the following excellent order:
¢ Commanding officers of corps, and thofe dctached are to keep
“ regular journals during their abfence, which, upon their return,
¢ they will give in, with their reports, when called upon.” There
never was a regulation better calculated to do juftice to the a&tive and
deferving officer, in every rank and ftation: it at once eftablithed a
method, by which it became the duty of officers to detail their own
profeffional {kill, and that of thofe fubordinate to them, with the
refult of it to the Commander in Chief, without wounding modeft
merit with the neceflity of {elf commendation. At the fame time,
fhould any man be fo bafe as to arrogate to himfelf fervices which he
had never performed, and which fooner or later cannot fail of being
divulged, this order would fubje&t the offender to the penalty as well
as the difgrace of making a falle report. The troops finding no
oppolition at Hood's, or on the James river, proceeded without delay

up
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up tie river: off Weltover Major Gen. Phillips iffued the following
orders. ¢ A third obi: of the prefent expeditinn is ty puiy Peteri-
¢ burg for the purpofc of deftroyin ; rae enuiny’s fores at thoe place,
¢ and it is publick ftores alone that arz intended t0 b feincly for
“ private property and the perfons of individuais, not talen in
“ arms, are to be under the protection of the troops; and Major
¢ Gen. Phillips depends on the activity and zeal of the troops «n
‘¢ this occafion.  The movement from City point to Peterfburz,
¢ will be made by land ; and it is apprehended, the boats will not I
« able to follow till the fhores are cleared of the enemy. Ti
¢ march will be conduted with the greateft caution, cnd the foldizrs
« will pay the ftrilteft obedience to orders: the conduft of the
¢ officess is not to be doubted.  When the troops form it is to be
¢¢ done in the following manner: The infantry and huzzars <& the:
‘« Queen’s Rangers, with a detachment of yagers and Althouf’s
<¢ rifle company, form the advanced guard, under Lt. Col. Simcoe.
¢ The firlt line to be compofed of the light infantry ; the fecond to
¢ be compoied of the 8oth and 76th regiments, who will form three
¢ deep, and in compactorder. The grenadiers and light infantry of
¢ the Soth, with the American legion, to form the referve uader
¢ Major Gordon. The cavalry of the Queen’s Rangers, to fori::
¢ with the referve, ’till fuch time as they may be called upon the
¢ wing, of the firft or fecond line. As the prefent movements il
¢ be made in a ditlicult country, it becomes neceflary that officers
¢ leading columns and commanding corps, fhould ufe and exert the
‘¢ intelligence of their own minds, joined to the knowledge of the
¢ fervice,in times of an attack, when they cannot immediatcly
¢ receive the orders of the Brigadier General, or Major General.
*¢ Should the particular difficulty of the country, occafion the firft
“ line to take up new ground toward the rear, it may not be im-
«¢ proper, perhaps, to do fo by becoming a fecond line in the rear of
< the 76th and 8oth, who will form openings, if neceflary, for the
¢¢ purpole.
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“ purpofe. Itis to be obferved, that the referve is to be the point
¢ of aflembly, for the troops upon any difficult occafion. The im-
¢ preflion made upon an attack, by the advanced corps and light
‘¢ infantry, will be fupported in firm order by the fecond line; and
¢ the cavalry will watch the moment for charging a broken enemy.
“ The artillery attached to the feveral corps, will be under th=
« command of Capt. Fage, who, with the participation of the
“ commanding officers, or thofe bearing the orders of the General
¢« Officers, will exert their utmoft endeavours to co-operate with the
¢ reft of the troops.” On the 24th the troops landed, and paffed
the night at City point, and on the 2 §th marched towards Peterfburg.
The report of the forces colleted at that place varied; but it was
apparent, that they rather diftrufled their own firength, or were
miferably commanded, as no thadow of oppofition was made at fome
pafles which were very difficult, and which would have delayed or
embarrafied the army. Within two miles of Peterfburg, the wood
ending ina plain, the army halted until the troops in the rear had
clofed to the front: the enemy appeared at a diftance, and the troops
advanced. At a gully in front fome firing too'c rluce from a party of
the enemy, which was pofted on the oppofite bank; they killed o
vagerand fled. A ferjeant, who had been detached with a party of
vazers to the rizht, by means of an orchard, got upon the enemy’s
iefe flwk undifcovered, and fired with great 7t upon them as they
retreated.  The ground was divided by fmall inclofures, with houfes
on each i{ide of the road, which, through a narrow pafs in front, led
to Peteriburg ; on the right of it were {mall eminences, terminating
at the Appamatox river, and on the left, hilly ground covered with
v00d, ot the foot of which was an old mill ftream. The troops
haltzd, and Lt. Col. Simcoe accompanied Ges. Phillips to the right,
vihere, at the diftance of a quarter of amile, he could fee the enemy
dcawnup: Gen. Phillips foon feleCted a fpot to which he ordered
the artillery to be brought, and it arrived undifcovered; he then

directed
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dire@ed 1t to fire, and ordered Lt. Col. Abercronibic to niarch
towards the enemy in front, Lt. Col. Simcoe with the Roangers to
pafs through the wood to the left to turn the enemy’s right iiank,
and Capt. Boyd with the fecond battalion of light infantry to fupport
him, as the reft of the trcops did Lt. Col. Abercrombie. Lt. Col.
Simcoe, on emerging from the wood, found a high woody ridge, im-
mediately on his left: he defired Capt. Boyd would attend to it,
who fent flanking parties thither. Lt. Col. Abercrombie pufhing
forward his battalion, the enemy’s firft line quitted their ftation in
confufion ; butitappeared to Lt. Col. Simcoe, that they had a fecond
line pofted, probably to fecure the retreat of the firft, and that this
party, who feemed totally occupied with what was doing in the
front, had no out flankers, but that thofe of the firft line had fallen
back upon the main body. Hisaim was to get as much upon their
flank as poflible, attack them, and pafs the bridge over the Appamatox
with them: on the oppofite fide of this bridge, upon the heights,
were troops and cannon, but the banks were fo fteep that their fire
could do but little injury to an actve affailant. The enemy, ftill
prefled in front by Lt. Col. Abercrombie, fled fo rapidly that the
Queen’s Rangers had no opportunity of clofing with them, though,
from their drefs, they had marched a confiderable way unnoticed.
The enemy’s cannon began to fire grape at the light infantry,
who had reached the town of Blandford, and deftroyed the
bridge. Lt. Col Simcoe thought it advifable to try whether there
was not a ford, as was rumoured, at Banifter’s mills, for the attempt
at leaft would make the enemy draw off their cannon. A party of
horfemen appeared upon the heights near Bannifter’s houfe: they
galloped off on the approach of the troops, and proved to have been
people of the country, who came as {petators of the encounter. The
enemy now fired round thot, but ineffe¢tually at the Queen’s Rangers :
a party at the fame time marched, on the oppofite fide of the river,
towards the mills, but it was foon called off, and the whole of the

T enemy’s
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enemy’s corps, fuppofed to be commanded by Baron Steuben,
marched off. The difpofition of the enemy was not fuch as marked
any ability in thofe who made it: by their cannon being placed on
the oppofite fide of the Appamatox, it was evident, that the corps
which was ftationed at the extremity of Blandford, was merely in-
tended to fire and to retreat ; but their very pofition counteracted their
defign, as the deep defile would of itfelf enforce caution in thofe who
were to pafs it: the previous fkirmifh had prevented their making
ufe of an ambufcade, and their right being open, expofed them to
what they narrowly efcaped, the being cut off from the bridge. The
plan of the ground, which Lt. Spencer took upon the fpot, will thew,
to the military obferver, many pofitions which might have been taken
by the enemy to better effect: they were faid to have loft near an
hundrcd men killed and wounded, while that of the Britith was only
one man killed, and ten wounded of the light infantry.

The bridge being eafily repaired, Lt. Col. Abercrombie, with the
light infantry and Queen’s Rangers, pafled over the next day and occu-
pied the heights. The army proceeded towards Ofborne’s on the 2~th,
early in the morning : the bridge at Randal’s mills had been taken up,
but was prefently relaid. Gen. Phillips, with one divifion of the
army, went to Chefterfield Court-houfe, while the 8oth and 76th
reximents, with the Queen’s Rangers, under Gen. Arnold, marched
to Otborne’s, where 2 number of the enemy’s thipping was ftationed.
Care hud been taken that no information of the approach of the troops
could reach them; and there was no doubt but that the fire of the
cannon would have given the firft notice of the arrival of the army.
In this fituation, Gen. Arnold fent a flag of truce to the enemy,
offering half the contents of their cargoes in cafe they did not deftroy
any part; the enemy anfwered, ¢ That they were determined and
‘ ready to defend their fhips, and would fink in them rather than
‘“ furrender.” The troops marched on: Gen. Arnold ftationed
“.t. Rogers with two three pounders, near the ftern of a large ‘hip,

which
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another, and attained himfelf the headmoft, whofe guns he imme-
diately turned upon the enemy. A fhip, which was blown up near
the Tempeft, the State frigate, which had been the firft taken, in its
explofion, lodged fome fire on her top gallant and fore ftay-fail,
which now blazed out ; Capt. M‘Kay, with the highlanders had cut
her cable to avoid the danger, and fhe now drifted ; but the current
running eafterly, luckily drove her near the fhore, occupied by the
King’s troops, and, by the exertion of the Highlanders, whom their
many fea voyages had made active and experienced in fuch dangers,
the flames were extinguithed, and the prize effe¢tually fecured. To
add to the horror, Volunteer Armftrong finding the fhip he was on
board of in flames, beyond his power to mafter, had fwam on fhore
to procure a boat to bring off the men he had with him ; and the only
one in the poffeflion of the troops, was difpatched for that purpofe :
he had juft time to fave his men, when the veflel blew up. The
whole of the fleet, confifting of two fhips of twenty guns, a brig of
{ixteen, and feveral other armed veflels, were either taken or deftroyed.
One twenty gun thip, a brig of fixteen guns, two lefler and a floop,
werc brought down and fafely moored, after a firing which lafted
above two hours: Lt. Fitzpatrick brought off that which he was
on board of, deliberately clofing the rear.

‘The troops remained in this vicinity ’till the 2gth, when they pro-
ceeded towards Manchefter. The bridge at Robert’s mills, which
had been deftroyed, was repaired, and the army encamped near Cary’s
houfe : next morning they marched to Manchefter, from whence they
had aview of M. Fayette’s army, encamped on the heights of Rich-
mond: on the evening they returned to Cary’s. Lt. Col. Simcoe,
with the rear guard, had orders to deftroy a large quantity of flour
in Cary’s mills ; but on his reprefenting to Gen. Phillips, that this
duty of fatigue could not be finithed in the time allotted for the pur-
poe, he was direGted to burn them, which was accordingly done.
This flour was deftined for the Spaniards, but probably would have

been
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been ufed as fupplies for Fayette's army. The troops proceeded by
Ofborne’s to the Bermuda Hundreds : a quantity of cattle was col-
lected for them, by a detachment of the Queen’s Rangcrs the next
day ; and the whole army embarked in the evening of the 2d of May.
The captured fhips were conveyed down the river by adetachment ¢f
the Queen’s Rangers, and not without oppofition from the miiitia,
particularly againft that commanded by Lt. Allen, which run on
thore ; but, by his exertions and bravery, was gotten off without
material injury.

Gen. Phillips, whilft the army lay at Cary’s, had thrown fome
troops over the oppofite fide of James river. On the return from
Blanford, Lt. Col. Simcoe took occafion to reprefent to him the
pofiibility of the whole army croffing, and that, while the advancc
guard moved on towards Richmond and mafked the road, the army
might turn back two miles from the landing place, and by falling
into the bye path which Gen. Arnold had formerly been advifed
to proceed on, might arrive on the plain ground on the heights of
Richmond, moft probably on the left flink, if not the rear, of
Fayette, who would, as it was reafonable to prefume, expect the
Britith troops by the rout which Gen. Arnold had fo recently taken,
and whofe gafconading difpofition and military ignorance might
poflibly tempt him to ftay too long in the face of troops, his equals
in numbers, and fuperior in every thing elfe that could form the value
of an army. The troops fell down the river in profecution of fuch
further enterprizes as Gen. Phillips had determined upon.  Gppofite
to James Town, the floop Lt. Col. Simcoe was in, being one of the
headmoft of the fleet, ran aground near to a landing piace. Some
people on horfeback were feen reconnoitering the fleet: the bugle
horns were founded, and a boat brought round the vefiel towards the
thore, and inftructions for landing were given in a loud voice: this
feint, meant merely for amufement, had its effe, and a meflenger
was feen to gallop off, and M. Fayette in his difpatches mentions it
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as a feeming attempt of the enemy to land. It has fince appeared,
that M. Fayette, as was predicted, followed the troops down the
river, the conftant and good policy of the enemy; but which, in this
cafe, might have proved fatal to his army, had what at firft appeared
to be Gen. Phillip’s defign, been now in his power or inftructions
to execute ; for the veflel was fcarcely got off, when the ofhicer, who
had led the fleet, returned and hailing Lt. Col. Simcoe, dire¢ted him
to make the utmoft difpatch in following him up the river : this was
tacilitated by its blowing a hard but fair gale. The whole fleet an-
chored off Brandon’s houfe, on the fouth-fide of James river; and
the troops immediately landed, on the 7th of May, the light infantry
excepted, who proceeded to City point. Had the landing been on
the oppofite thore, and higher up, as by the fair winds might have
been the cafe, the Britith army would have been above M. Fayette,
and he could not have avoided a&ion. Lt. Col. Simcoe was in-
formed by Gen. Phillips, that he had received an order from Lord
Cornwallis, to meet him near Peterfburg. To the great concern of
his army, Gen. Phillips was taken extremely ill, and to accommodate
him, Lt. Col. Simcoe went fome miles off and procured a poft-chaife.
Early the next morning, the army marched to Bland’s ordinary,
paflinga very deep gully : here it was reported that M. Fayette had
croffed the James river, and was at Peterfbure. It would have been
imprudent, had fuch been a fa&, for the corps at Bland’s mill to
march thither, until it was joined by the light infantry: while con-
verfation to this purpofe was held by the principal officers, General
Phillips, whofe indifpofition rapidly increafed, awakening from his
fleep, was made acquainted with the report ; and the laft material
ordei he gave was that, which decided the troops to proceed as quick
&s poffible towards Peterfburg, and to order Lt. Col. Simcoe to crofs
tae country, with a party of cavalry to City point, with inftruions
for Lt. Col. Abcrcrombie, to march early the next morning to that
rlace, which accordingly was cxecuted, and the whole army united

at
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at Peterfburg. Gen. Phillip’s army made prifoners fome of M.
Fayette’s fuite, who had arrived there to prepare quarters for his arm :
this was a very fortunate prevention, as the grounds about Peterfbuig
were very ftrong, if properly occupied, and bridges over the Appaiia-
tox would have fecured a retreat to the defenders.  Lt. Ccl. Simcce
prefled Gen. Arnold, to let him march towards Halifex, in crder to
gain information of Lord Cornwallis, from whom no account had
arrived ; it was not thought prudent to make a detachment while
M. Fayette was fuppofed to be fo near: he was, however, fent with the
cavalry to deftroy Goode’s bridge, and to return the next morning.
After proceeding a long way, Lt. Col. Simcoe underftcod that the
bridge was not within the diftance which had been apprehended ; and
Lt. Col. Damer, who had accompanied him, agreeing with him that
the enemy might eafily throw bridges over the Apamatcx much
nearer to Peterfburg, and would certainly do fo if they intended an
attack againft the troops there, the party returned, and lay a few
miles from Peterfburg that night, and joined the army the next day.
The enemy fending patroles on the oppofite fide of the Appamator,
Lt. Spencer had propoied to have fivam over with a party, confilling
of Lt. Fitzpatrick and thirty Rangers, and to have laid an ambufcade
for them. This officer was perfectly acquainted with the minuteft
particulars of the ground, having been encamped upon it: in cafe of
the enemy appearing in force, any fmall gully would have given him
a iecure retreat to the river, while the cannon and mufquetry, pur-
polely ftationed to prote& him, would have prevented the enemy
from molefting the party whilft it fwam back. This defign the
patroles to Goode’s bridge, 1iad occafioned to be deferred, and it was to
have been executed the next morning; but, about the middle of the
day, the enemy appeared on the heights, and cannonaded the quarters
of the Britith army, particularly thofe of Gen. Phillips, whom they
knew to be moft dangeroufly ill, by a flag of truce which had been

received the day before, and of Lt. Col. Simcoe which was on 2
height.
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height.  Some fhots being dira¢ted at the dragoon horfes, then at
grafs, they fet off full gallop towards the ferry, immediately under the
enemy’s cannon ; and had they not fired grape at them, ‘tis probable
they would have fwam to the fhore in their poffeffion: their can-
nonading had no effec. Lt. Col. Simcoe went rmmediately to Gen.
Arnold, and again applied to march towards Lord Cornwallis, urging
that it was apparent, from the difcovery which the enemy bad made,
and their parade of force, that they could mean no ferious attempt on
the poft : the General affented, and the enemy had {carcely drawn off
their cannon, when the Queen’s Rangers, both cavalry and infantry
marched towards the Nottaway, on the road to Halifax. M. Fayette
gives, as a reafon for this cannonade, that he did it in order to cover
the march of a detachment which he fent with ftores, &c. to South
Carolina. A detachment of the Queen’s Rangers was more than
fufficient to have attacked this convoy, had there been information of
it; and it is very probable, in fuch a cafe, Gen. Arnold would have
fent a party from the light infantry, in purfuit of it; but none of
Mr. Fayette’s reafons imprefs any idea of his military talents: he
pofiibly owed his perfonal fafety to the patrole, which had prevented
Lt. Spencer’s ambufcade from being carried into execution; and who,
not improbably, might have made himfelf mafter of his cannon, by
rolling them down the fteeps to the river, before the efcort, which
apparently, was left at fome diftance to avoid the thot of the Britith
guns, could have advanced to their refcue.  Lt. Col. Simcoe proceed-
ed, with the utmoft expedition, to the Nottaway river, twenty feven
miles from Peterfburg, where he arrived early the next morning:
the bridge had been deftroyed, which was eafily repaired, and Major
Armftrong was left with the infantry. The cavalfy went on to Col.
Gee’s, a rebel militia officer: he attempted to efcape, but was
tecured ; and refufing to give his parole, was fent prifoner to Major
Armftrong. The cavalry proceeded in the afternoon to Hicks’s ford,
on the Meherrin, twenty-five miles from the Roanoke, within a few
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miles of the river ftood Col. Hicks’s houfe. He was deccived, and bte-
lieved the party to be an advanced guard from M. Fayette’s ariny
from him the firft information was received of Larl Cornwallis, and
that his Lordfhip was certainly at Halifax, twenty miles from the
Meherrin; and that it was reported his advanced guard had pafied
that river. Lt. Col. Simcoe’s hopes of being in time to facilitate
his Lord(hip’s paflage were at an end; there was ftill a probability,
if any militia were in his front, of being of fervice. Col. Hicks ac-
companied the party to Hicks’s ford, where fome militia were aflem-
bled. Serjeant Wright, who commanded the advanced guard on the
approach to Hicks’s, halted and returning to Lt. Col. Simcoe, told
him, that he had entered into converfation with one of the centinels ;
that the militia confifted of a Captain and thirty men; and that he
had paffed upon them for their friends: if he, Lt. Col. Simcoe,
thought proper, he would relieve the whole party. Wright was
directed to execute his intentions : the rebel Colonel was fthewn, at a
fufficient diftance, as a friend ; and Lt. Col. Simcoe and the militia
officers aflifting, the whole party was aflemblad, their fentinels re-
lieved, and their arms piled and fecured before they were undeceived :
they were then marched into a houfe, and their paroles given them.
The Captain and others being felected as guides, the party crofied the
ford, which had been obftructed by trees felled, as a French officer,
swwho had been that way a few days before, had directed ; but which
the militia flightly executed. It was underftood that Lt. Ccloncl
Tarleton had paffed the Roanoke; that a Major of militia, who had
commanded the poft at Hicks’s ford, was gone with a fmall party to
reconnoitre. It was much to be feared, that if Lt. Col. Simco:
thould fall in with Lord Cornwallis’s advanced guard in the nighr,
the unexpected meeting might occafion great confufion and, periaps,
lofs ; and it was ftill probable, that parties of militia might be be-
tween them, which, in the dark, it would be impoffible to difcri-
minate : a circuit was therefore taken to the right of the direct road;
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and, at a fituation a few miles from Hicks’s ford, the party halted to
feed their horizs, and to refrefh the men who were overcome with
fatigue and wanted fleep: they had brought the fire arms which
had bean taken at Hicks's ford, and thefe were placed along the fence
where the men flept.  Serjeant Wright was placed in ambufcade,
clofe to the road; and officers, from time to time, vifited him, leaft
that intrepid and vigilant foldier thould himfelf give way to that
fatigue which every body laboured under. In the middle of the
night, Wright brought in an exprefs from a captain who had been
detached by M. Fayctte for intelligence; he had not time to deftroy
his difpatches, which confirmed the account of Col. Tarleton having
paffed the Roanoke: he was offered his liberty if he would conduct
the party to the place where he had left his captain, the capture
of whom would more effetually delay any inteliigence which M.
Fayette might expect; as it alterwards appeared, by his public letters,
was done by this exprefs being made prifoner. After two hours
{leep, the party proceeded and arrived at the place where the captain
and his party were reported to have been ; but no perfon was there ;
nor was it poffible to determine whether the prifoner had been faith-
ful to his original truft or his latter promife. The party {oon arrived
on the banks of the Roanoke, and fending forward to prevent any
errors, joined Lord Cornwallis’s army. His Lordthip being on the op-
pofite fide of the river, Lt. Col. Simcoe pafled over to him ; and a {py
trom Gen. Phillips had reached him a few hours before: it was Lt.
Col. Simcoe’s melancholy office to add to his Lordfhip’s public
anxicties, the intelligence of the irrecoverable ftate of health in which
Gen. Phillips lay. The cavalry refrefhed themfelves at Jones’s
houfe ; his Lordthip paffed the river that evening, and Lt. Colonel”
Simcoe fat out on his return. He marched by the dire¢t road to
Hicks’s ford, where he found Lt. Col. Tarleton, who had made a
circuit to his right from Halifax, and had arrived there a few hours
after Lt. Col. Simcoe left it: the rebel Major, who had been to

reconnoitre,
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reconnoitre, fell into his hands. As Lt. Col. Tarleton’s legion were
moftly cloathed in white, it was a fortunate circumitance, in making
his circuit, he had not marched on the road Lt. Col. Simcoe had
taken: the party halted that night at Col. Hicks’s. Lt. Colonel
Tarleton marched the next morning and proceeded to Colonel Gee’s
plantation : foon after the Queen’s Rangers marched and rejoined
their infantry at Nottaway-bridge, where they pafled the night in
great and neceflary fecurity: Lt. Col. Simcoe, with a few dragoons,
returning to Peterfburg. From the reprefentations which he had
made of Gen. Arnold, and Lt. Col. Abercrombie concurring in
opinion that Fayette might poflibly attack them,and thercforc had
deferred his neceffary march to Earl Cornwallis, 'tll fuch time,
as by Fayette’s cannonade, it was evident he could mean noth-
ing ferious, Gen. Arnold was dire¢ted to marcih to thc Notta-
way : that officer being of opinion, that it was no longer ncecflary to
do fo, went himfelf only, the next morning, with Lt. Col. Simcoe,
to the Nottaway, where he met Earl Cornwallis. The Queen’s Ran-
gers returned to Peterfburg that evening ; and his Lordthip’s whole
army arrived there the next day, the 2oth of May: they marched
oppofite to Weftover, and paffed the Jamesriver on the 24th. Lt.
Col. Simcoe, while at Weitcver, received a letter from Gen. Lee,
with whom he had been ccquainted whilft that gentleman was
prifoner in the Jerfics, pointing out the enormities committed by the
privateers : the proper reprefentation was made to Earl Cornwallis,
who took meafures to prevent the future mifconduct of thefe licenced
mifcreants, by reprefenting them to Sir Henry Clinton. The army
marched towards the Chickahominy, and arrived at Bottom bridge
on the 28th. Lt. Col. Simcoe, with his cavalry,by a circuit, pafled
the Chickahominy, and patroled to New-Caftle, where he feized
fome rebel officers; and on hLis return, impofed upon and took
feveral Virginia gentlemen, who were watching the motions of Ear]
Cornwallis. In the evening his Lordfhip marched ; and Lt. Coloncl
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Siimcoe halted during the night, and then followed the army ; perhaps
not without utility, as the rear was uncommonly long, and the road
running, in many places, through thickets, patroles of t.h(? enemy
might eafily have taken a great many flragglers. He divided his
cavalry into f{inall parties, left them at different diftances, and col-
leCted the tired men as well as pofiible, which was not in the power
of the infantry, that formed the rear guard, to effect. Capt. Cooke’s
troop joined the Queen’s Rangers, from New-York, but without a
fingle cavalry, appointment, or arms: the army halted near New-
Caftle on the 29th, and marched to Hanover Court-houfe the next
day, where fome large brafs cannon, without carriages, were found,
and attemped to be deftroyed: the Queen’s Rangers had advanced to
South-Anna bridge, and chated and took a patrole of the enemy. The
next day they croffed the Nerth Anna, patroled for intelligence, and
took a militia gentleman on his rcturn from Favette’s army.  The
army proceeded to Tile’s ordinary, on the 1ft of June: Lt. Col.
Simcoe croffed the North Anna, with his cavalry, with orders to get
intelligence of Tayctte’s march ; and Capt. Dundas, of the guards, with
the light company, was fent to a ftrong poft, a few miles over the
river, to fupport and cover his retreat. A rebel Commiffary was
chaced and taken; and, after a long patrole, full information was
obtained of Fayette’s march, and the party returned. On Lt. Col.
Simcoe’s arrival at head quarters, he found, that two of the Queen’s
Rangers had committed a robbery and a rape: Lord Cornwallis
dire¢ted bim to enquire into the matter, which wzs done by the
Captains of the corps; and the robbery being fully proved, his

Lordfhip ordered the men, agreeable to Lt. Col. Simcoe’s defire, to
be executed the next day.

Early the next morning, Lt. Col. Simcoe marched towards the
Baron Steuben, who was reported to be at the point of Fork, the
head of James river : Lord Cornwallis informed him, that Steuben’s
force confifted of three or four hundred men; and as the Queen’s
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Rangers were {o debiliated by the fatigues of the climate, &o. as to
have fcarcely more than two hundred infantry and one hundred
cavalry, fit for duty, his Lordfhip ordered the 714t regiment, urder
Capt. Hutchinfon, confifting of two hundred rank and file, to joir
him: at Lt. Col. Simcoe’s particular requeft, a three pounder was
annexed. The inceflant marches of the Rangers, and their diftancc
from their ftores, had fo worn out their fhoes, that, on Lt. Colonel
Simcoe’s calling for a return, it appeared, that near fifty men were
abfolutely barefooted ; upon aflembling them, when they were in-
formed that they were wanted for ative employment, and that thofc
who chofe to ftay with the army might do {o, there was not a man
who would remain behind the corps. Lord Cornwallis ordered him,
on his return, to join the army at Goochland Court-houfe, whither
he thould march to receive his detachment, and that of Lt. Colonel
Tarleton, which was to endeavour to icize on the affembly at
Charlottefville ; and then, if circumftances admitted of it, to fall
back by the point of Fork. Lt. Spencer, with twenty huzzars,
formed the advanced guard: thefe were chofen men, and mounted on
the fleeteft horfes. Capt. Stevenfon, with the light infantry company,
and the Heffian rifle men, under Lt. Beikel, followed: the -1t
fucceeded with the cannon, followed by Capt. Althoufe with his
rifle men, and thofe of the Queen’s Rangers: the infantry and Capt.
Shank, with the cavalry of the Rangers, clofed the rear. In cafe of
attack, the battallion in front (and the two battallions marched there
alternately) was direCted to form in line; that which followed, to
clofe up into column ready to march to which ever flank it was or-
dered, as the cavalry under Capt. Shank was to the other. The
whole of the cavalry preceded the march, ’till the detachment crofled
the bridge over the South Anna: Lt. Col. Simcoe then proceeded
with the utmoft difpatch, by Bird’s ordinary, towards Napier’s ford,
the fecond ford on the Rivana, above the Fluvana, the junion of
which rivers, at the point of Fork, forms the James river: not a
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perfon cfcaped who was in fight, and the advanced cavalry were fo
managed as totally to conceal the advance of the infantry. At night
the corps lay upon their arms, in the ftrongeft pofition v hich could
be conveniently found, on the principle of making a front each
way ; and having a ftrong referve of infantry, as well as cavalry,
within the circle, ready to fupport any part which might be attacked,
and to fally from it if ordered : the guards and fentinels were, as
ufual, in ambufcade. After two days march, as the party approached
Napier's ford, fome prifoners and letters were taken, and other in-
telligence obtained, by which it appeared, that the march had been
hitherto undifcovered, and that Lt. Col. Tarleton’s detachment alone
had been heard of; that Baron Steuben was about to march to
oppofe a patrole of Earl Cornwallis’s army, or, more probably, de-
ceived in his intelligence of a detachment that had ncver been made ;
and, that the Baron’s force confifted of nine hundred cfic&ive men,
exclufive of the militia who were affembling to join him. The
troops had already marched that day nearly twenty miles, and the
two preceding days not lefs than thirty each, wizen this intelligence
was accumulated.  Lt. Spencer was direCted to procced eautioudly,
aaining what intelligence he could, to Napier’s houi, waich ftood
on a high and commanding ground; near which it was intended to
halt during the night and to ambufcade the ford, it beinz the purpofe
to attack the enemy, by day break, the ne:t morning. Lt. Spencer
went to the houfe of a Colonel Thompfon, which was furrounded
with very hirh fences, and, alighting from his horfz, approached that
centleman, who was accompanied by four of the iilitia, afking, in
a familiar manner, the road to the Baron’s camp. Ccl. Thompfon,
tufpecting his errand, though armed, retreated precipitately and made
his efcape, with three of his men ; the fourth, fecing that two huz-
zars, who had accompanied Lt. Spencer, could not get over the
tence, or afift him, prefented a double barrel piece within five yards
of his br.aft: Lt. Spencer, with great prefence of mind, immediately
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threatened to have him flogged on his arrival ai the Baron’s camyp,
and; pulling fome papers from his pocket, told him, that they were his
difpatches from M. Fayetiz: at the fame time he moved gently towerds
him, intending, if poflible, to feize the muzzel of his ﬁlu(,u., but, as
the one advanced, the other retreated, keeping his piece ll prefented,
until, getting over a fince at the Back of the houfe, he ran towars
the river. At this moment, Lt. Spenacer could have fhot him with a
pocket piftol ; but having received intimation from Lt. Col. Simcoe,
that it was expected the enemy had a poft at Napier’s ford, two miles
lower, he prudently permitted him to efcape, rather than make an
alarm: thefe people left five good horfes behind them. He then
proceeded to Napier’s ford, and leaving his party unfeen, 2t a proper
diftance, he crofled the river, with three men: on the oppofite fide
were two militia men well mounted, from vhom he learat that
Baron Gteuben was at the point of Fork; that he had fent the
greateft part of his ftores, and fome troops, on the fouth {ide the
river, and was {uperintending the tranfportation of the remainder
with the greateft difpatch. Lt. Spencer compleatly impofed on their
credulity ; they {uffered him to relieve them with two of his own
men, and accompanied him to Col. Napier’s houfe, whom he tcok
prifoner.  On this intelligence, Lt. Col. Simcoe determined to
march, with the utmoft celerity, towards Baron Steuben, hoping to
cut off his rear guard: Lt. Spencer preceded and occupied the road,
and every point from whence the troops could be feen, as they forded
the river; and, in order to prevent any intelligence from Colonel
Thompfon. Within two miles of Baron Steuben’s encampment, a
patrole of dragoons appeared ; they were chafed and taken: it con-
fifted of a French officer and four of Armand’s corps. They con-
firmed Lt. Col. Simcoe in his belief, that Baron Steuben was ignorant
of his approach, as they were deftined to patrole twenty miles from
the point of Fork to the place where, it afterwards appeared, Earl
Cornwallis’s army had arrived the preceding night, and they were to

have
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have paffed the Rivana at it’s loweft ford, Lt. Col. Simcoe’s circui-
tuous march, to crofs at the upper, having anfwered the expetted pur-
pofe. The advanced men of the huzzars changed cloaths with the pri-
foners, and difpofitions were now made for the attack. The huzzars in
the enemy’s cloathing, were directed to gallop to the only houfe on the
point, and where it was underftood Baron Steuben was, at once to
difinount and, if pofiible, to {cize him: they were to be fupported by
a detachment of cavalry, the light infantry company and the cannon.
Capt. Stevenfon was intended to fortify the houfe, and to place the
cannon there as a point of referve; Capt. Hutchinfon was to form
the Highlanders, on the left; and Lt. Col. Simcoe meant to occupy
the wood on the right of the houfe. The order was about to be
given for the men to lay down their knapfacks, when the advance
guard brought in Mr. Farley, Baron Stcuben’s Aid du Camp: he
miftook them for the patrole which had been juft taken, and came to
fece whether it had fet off.  Serjeant Wright being near the fize and
appearance of Mr. Farley, was direted to exchange cloaths with him,
to mount his horfe, and lead the advance guard; when that officer
affured Lt. Col. Simcoe, that he had {een every man over the I'luvanc,
berore he left the point of Fork: this was confirmed by fome wag-
goners, who, with their teams, were now taken. The cavalry im-
mediately advanced, and the enemy being plainly feen on the oppofice
(ide, nothing remained but to ftop fome boats, which were putting
o't from the extreme point: this Capt. Shank effeced, and took
about thirty people who were on the banks, from which the em-
barkation had proceeded. Every method was now taken to perfuade
the enemy, that the party was Earl Cornwallis’s army, that they
might leave the oppofite fhore, which was covered with arms and
ftores : Capt. Hutchinfon, with the 71t regiment, (cloathed in red)
was direCted to advance as near to the banks of the Fluvana as he
couid with perfet fafety, and without the hazard of a fingle man,
srom the enemy’s thot, who had lined the oppofite thore: the baggage
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and women halted among the woods, on the fummit ot the 11i}1, and,
in that pofition, made the appearance of a numerous corps: the
three pounder was carried down, the artillery men being politively
ordered to fire but one fhot and to take the beft aim peffibl., which
they performed, killing the horfe of one of Baron Steuben’s orderly
dragoons. 'The troops occupied the heights which covered the
neck of the point, and their numbers were concealed in the weod.
Baron Steuben was encamped on the heights, on the oppofite fide of
the river,about three quarters of a mile from its banks : the prifoners,
and obfervation confirmed the information which had been received
of his numbers.  As night approached, and the men were fomewhat
refrcthed, every precaution was taken to prevent any furprize which
the number, and the chara&er of the enemy’s general, might lead
them to attempt. Lt. Col. Simcoe who, from his childhood, had
been taught to confider the military as the moft extenfive and pro-
found of {ciences, had no apprehenfion from the talents of fuch men
as had been educated in different profeflions, and whom accident had
placed at the head of armies ; and he had always afferted it as a princi-
ple, that, from the fuperiority of the King’s troops, and of the othicers
who led them, if he fhould ever have a command, in which he thould
be fuperior in one fpecies of troops, whether cavalry or infantry, he
would be totally unconcerned for the event of any action he might
have with the enemy. Baron Steuben had no cavalry, yet, in the
prefent fituation, there was great room for anxiety, fince the immediate
ground of encampment was not favourable for the exertions of his
few, but well trained, well officered, and invincible body of cavalry ;
and the enemy were led by a Pruffian officer. The very military in-
ftructions of his king were capable of forming better officers than
any other theory could poffibly do, orprobably could be effeGted by
the experience of ten campaigns under incompetent mafters. In
the exercife alfo which he had given the rebel army, the Baron Steuben
had fhewn himfclf an able officer, and that he well knew how to
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adapt the {cience of war to the people whom he was to irff’rru&,
and to the country in which he was to act. He had pafled the
Fluvana; but he had done this in confequence of his orders to join
General Green’s army : an exprefs, fent to countermand this order,
Lt. Col. Simcoe knew had been taken a few days before by Lt. Col.
Tarleton ; and it was fair to fuppofe, that he might now have further
intelligence ; that he might be perfectly acquainted with the num-
bers of his opponents, and might poflibly determine to attack
Lt. Col. Simcoe, as well as the detachment which the intercepted
letter mentioned; that he was preparing to meet. Lt Col. Simcoe
was therefore apprehenfive, left Baron Steuben, having fecured his
ftores, which were of great value, over a broad and unfordable river,
and, being in pofleflion of all the boats, thould repafs his troops in
the nicht, higher up the river, and fall on him, fo that, if the Britifh
troops fhould be beaten, they would have no retreat, being fhut up
between two rivers, while thofe of the Americans, thould they be
vepulfed, were preferved from the purfuit of the cavalry by the thick
woods, which came clofe to their encampment, and, from that of
the infantry, by the fatigues they had undergone in a march of nearly
torty miles the preceding morning. Thefe ideas occupied the mind
of Lt. Col. Simcoe, and he would have quitted his camp had he not
thought the troops too much fatigued, to fearch for a more favourable
roiition, which was not to be attained for fome miles; and, partly,
had he not hoped that Steuben would believe him to be the advance
of Earl Cornwallis’s army, particularly, as the light troops had no
foldiers among them cloathed like the 71ft regiment, in red. That
regiment, and the Queen’s Rangers, occupied the roads, with rail
fletches and other dufences: Capt. Althoufe, with his company and
the yagers, were pofted on a knowle, among the woods, between the
main body and the Fluvana, the cavalry lay in the rear of the
Queen’s Rungers, and fmall pofts were extended fo as to form a chain
between the rivers. Capt. Shank had orders to fend continual patroles
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of cavalry from river to river, about half a mile in front of the in-
fantry ; and the troops were acquainted with the probubility of an
attack, and were perfectly prepared for it. At nizht, the crony
were heard deftroying their boats, with great noile @ at miani_ht,
Capt. Shank informed Lt. Col. Simcoe, that they were miuking up
their fires, and that he fuppofcd they were moving ; with which he
perfestly asreed, when it was {een that they were wniforinl. refreihed
taroughout their camp. Soon after, a deferter and a little drummer
boy came from the enemy in a canoe, and gave inforimation that
Steuben had marched off on the road by Cumberland Ccurt-houfe,
towards North Carolina. It is remarkable this boy belonged to the
71t regiment : he had been taken prifoner at the Cow-pens, enlifted
with the enemy, and now, making his efcape, was received by the
riquet which his father commanded. When daylight appeared, there
was not an enemy to be feen. Serjeant John M¢Donald, of tie high-
land company of the Queen’s Rangers, fwam over to the enemy’s thore,
and brought oft a larue canoe: two or three finaller ones were found
on the Rivana. The cannon and rifle-men were fent down to line
the buthes on the banks of the Fluvana ; and, under their protection,
Capt. Stevenfon, with twenty of the light infantry, paffed over to the
oppofite banks, which he found covered with the enemy’s ftores.
Cornct Wolley was then fent over with four huzzars, with their
faddles : he was directed to get fome of the ftraggling horfes which
h:d been left by the enemy, to poft himfelf upon the road on the
fammit of the hill, and then, if he fhould meet with an enemy’s
patrole, to make a great fhout and every demonftration of purfuing
them, to imprefs them with an idea that the whole corps had pafled.
Capt. Stevenfon was employed in fending off fuch things as might
be ufeful to the troops, and deftroying the remainder. As the de-
tachment met with plenty of provifions and forage at the pont of
Fork, Lt. Col. Simcoe determined to halt there the whole of the
day ; but, that his return to Earl Cornwallis’s army might not be in
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the leaft delayed, he was attentive to the building of a float, by which
he might pafs the Rivana at its confluence with the South-Anna:
this would fave him a day’s march, which he muft have made in
cafe he fhould repafs it at the neareft ford. He alfo meant to ufe this
float in carrying down the cannon and mortars which the enemy had
left to Earl Cornwallis at Goochland Court-houfe. In the middle of
the day a patrole from Lt. Col. Tarleton, who was on the oppofite
fide of the Rivana, communicated with him; the float was compleated
and launched towards noon, and Capt. Stevenfon, having effe¢tually
done his bufinefs, returned in the evening. Cornet Wolfey had very
fortunately executed his orders, fora patrole of theenemy had approached
to the place where he was pofted, and, on perceiving him, fled with
the utmoft fpeed. It was afterwards underftood, that on this patrole
joining Baron Steuben, in confequence of their report, he immediately
proceeded twenty miles farther, tho’ he had already marched thirty miles
from the point of Fork. He muft have believed that the whole of
Earl Cornwallis’s army were in purfuit of him, or he would have
[carcely abandoned fuch a quantity of ftores : a guard of twenty or
thirty men would have effettually prevented the Rangers from de-
ftroying them, and they would have been in perfe fafety in that
cafe, had Earl Cornwallis adhered to his firft intention, of halting at
Goochland Court-houfe. The army arriving near the point of Fork
on the 7th of June, Lt. Col. Simcoe pafled the Rivana, and rejoined
it. The Fluvana being a larger river than the Rivana, at its con-
fluence forces back thelatter,and it becomes as ftill as a mill pond. The
water was fenced, as it were, with {pars and canoces, fo as to make a
lane, and the horfes fwam over between them : the infantry paffed
on the float, which held, with ease, a hundred and thirty men, and
had been made in four hours ; and the artillery, fome of which had been
brought over from the oppofite thore in a fmaller float, made by the
junition of two canoes, were carried over on it, and put into empty
waggons fent by Earl Cornwallis for that purpofe. There were de-
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ftroyed at the point of Fork, two thoufand five hundred ftand of
arms, a large quantity of gunpowder, cafe thot, &c. feveral cafks of
faltpetre, fulphur, and brimftone, and upwards of fixty hogfheads of
rum and brandy, feveral chefts of carpenters’ tools, and upwards of -
four hundred intrenching tools, with catks of flints, fail cloth and
waggons, and a great variety of {fmall ftores, neceflary for the equip-
ment of cavalry and infantry : fuch linen and neceflaries, as would be
of immediate (ervicg, were divided among the captors. There were
taken off, a thirteen-inch mortar, five brafs eight-inch howitzers, and
four long brafs nine pounders, mounted afterwards at York town :
all French pieces and in excellent order. Lt. Col. Simcoe, on the
gth of June, was detached with his cavalry to deftroy fome tobacco
in the warehoufes, on the northern bank of the Fluvana: he paffed
at the loweft ford, and proceeding to the Seven iflands, deftroyed one
hundred and fifty barrels of gunpowder, and burnt all the tobacco in
the warehoufes on the river fide, returning with fome rebel militia
whom he had furprized and made prifoners. ‘'The army remained in
this diftrict ’till the thirteenth of June; and the cavalry of the Queen’s
Rangers made feveral patroles, particularly one to Bird’s ordinary, at
midnight, where, it was underftood, the Marquis de la Fayette, with
his forces, had arrived. It appeared, however, that they were at a great
diftance, fo thatthe army moved towards Richmond, the Queen’s Ran-
gers forming the rear guard. The 711t regiment here left the Rangers ;
the two corps had afted with the utmoft harmony together, and
Lt. Col. Simcoe remembers, with great fatisfaction, the exprefiions
of goodwill and regret which both the officers and foldiers of that
diftinguithed regiment made ufe of, when they quitted his command.
Earl Cornwallis arrived at Richmond the 16th of June. On the
17th, Lt. Col. Simcoe was detached with fome infantry and his
cavalry, to pafs the James river, near Henrico Court-houfe; which
he did the next morning, to facilitate the paflfage of the boats with
convalefcents up to Richmond, and to clear the fouthern banks of the
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James river of any parties of militia who might be ftationed to annoy
them. The detachment recrofled the river on the night of the 19th,
from Manchefter to Richmond, and Capt. Ewald, with the yagers,
joined the Queen’s Rangers. On the 2oth it being reported that
the enemy had a flying corps, all mounted, under Gen. Muhlenberg,
and confifting of twelve hundred men, Lt. Col. Simcoe was directed
to patrole for intelligence : he marched with forty cavalry (but con-
fidering this a fervice of particular danger) with the utmoft caution.
He quitted the road and marched through the woods, as nearly
parallel toit as the enclofures, which had been cleared, would admit.
After a march of a few miles, to his great fatisfaction, he difcovered a
flag of truce, of the enemy ; and he was certain, that according to their
cuftom, fome of them would be found in its rear. Lt. Spencer was
therefore detached with a fmall party to get beyond them upon the road,
whichhe efteted, and found himfelfin the rear of a party of twenty men;
but the woods on his right being open, though Lt. Lawler fupported
him in front, one officer and two or three men only were taken.
Lt. Col. Simcoe immediately returned, having procured from the
prifoners every requifite intelligence. 'The armv marched, on the
21ft of June, to Bottom-bridge, and on the 22d to New Kent Court-
houfe : the Queen’s Rangers, who made the rear with the yagers,
lay near two miles on the left of the army. Lt. Col. Simcoe was
ordered to march the next day towards the Chickahominy, where it
was {uppofed there was a foundery, and fome boats: thefe he was to
deftroy, to colle¢t all the cattle he could find in the country, and
proceed to Williamfburg ; and Lord Cornwallis exprefsly told him,
that he might, in thefe operations, fafely ftay two or three days behind
the army, who were to be at William{bury .on the 2:th of June.
Lt. Col. Simcoe marched early in the morning of the 24th, con-
fuming a quantity of Indian corn, which had been colle@ed by the
enemy’s commiffary, at the houfe where he quartered: he found little or
nothing to deftroy on the Chickahominy, and halted that night at
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Dandrige’s, as Earl Cornwallis did in the neighbourhood of Bird's
ordinary. The bridge over the Diefckung creek (a branch of the
Chickahominy) had been broken down : this was three miles in the
rear of the detachiment, and Lt. Col. Simcoe would have paffed it
that night, {o diffident was he of his fecurity, had not the men been
too much fatigued with their march, to be employed in {o laborious
a tafk as the repair of this bridge was underftood to be. The next
morning, at day break, the detachment arrived there: it had been
carelefsly deftroyed, and was, by anxious and laborious exertion, re-
paired f{ufficiently to pafs over. Lt. Col. Simcoe then deftroyed it
moft effectually, and marched on to Cooper’s mills on the 25th, near
twenty miles from Williamfburg, where Earl Cornwallis arrived in
the courfe of the day. Lord Cornwallis’s waggons had been at the
mills the day before, and taken from thence all the flour they con-
tained, fo that it was difficult to get fubfiftence. Lt. Col. Simcoe
felt his fituation to be a very anxious one: he had not the fmalleft
information of the enemy’s movements, whom he knew to be aéive
and enterprizing ; to have been lately joined by Gen. Wayne; and,
that it was their obvious policy, to follow Earl Cornwallis as far
towards the neck of Williamfburg as with fafety they could, and to
take any little advantage swhich they could magnify in their news-
papers. He had received no advices from Earl Cornwallis, whofe
general intelligence he knew to be very bad; and he and Mujor
Armftrong agreed with Capt. Ewald, that the flighteft reliance wuas
not to be placed on any patroles from his Lordfhip’s army. The next
advantage, to receiving good intelligence, is to deceive the enemy
with that which is falfc: Lt. Col. Simcoe could not procure any
confidential perfon to go to M. de la Fayette’s camp: he therefore
promifed a great reward to a man, whom he knew to be a rebel, to go
thither, with exprefs injun&ions to return to him by fix or feven
o’clock, at the fartheft, the next morning, at which time he faid
he fhould march. The man accordingly fet out towards night; and,

at
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at two o’clock in the morning, Major Armitrong with the yagers,
infantry and cannon, was on his march to Spencer’s ordinary, on the
forks of the road between William{burg and James town: there he
was to halt ’till the cavalry joined him, and then the whole, with the
convoy of cattle, which Capt. Branfon, with fome North Carolina
Loyalifts, had been employed to colle&, was to proceed to William{-
burg. Lt. Col. Simcoe, with the cavalry, was under arms at the
time his infantry marched, and ready to proceed whenever Captain
Branfon thought there was light fufficient to drive the cattle, and to
collec whatever might be met with on the road : the cavalry did not
leave their camp ’till three o’clock. On approaching Spencer’s
erdinary, Lt. Col. Simcoe ordered the fences to be thrown down,
and rode into the open ground upon the right, obferving it, as was his
cuftom, and remarking, to the officers with him, ¢ that it was an
¢ admirable place for the chicanery of action.” Lt. Lawler had
been previoufly fent to dire& the infantry to move onward to Wil-
liamfburg, when Major Armitrong returning with him, informed
Lt. Col. Simcoe that there were near an hundred head of cattle in
the neighbourhood; but that he waited ’till the drivers arrived to
fpare the infantry from that fatigue. Capt. Branfon, with his people,
went to colle¢t them; and Capt. Shank, who commanded the
cavalry, was directed to feed his horfes at Lee’s farm, and Lt. Colonel
Simcoe accompanied Major Armftrong to the infantry. The high-
land Company of the Queen’s Rangers had been pofted in the wood,
by the fide of the road, as a piquet: a fhot or twe from their fentinels
gave an alarm, and Lt. Col. Simcoe galloping acrofs the field, towards
the wood, faw Capt. Shank in purfuit of the enemy’s cavalry. They
had paffed through the fences which had been pulled down, as before
mentioned, fo that, unperceived by the highlanders, they arrived at
Lee's farm, in purfuit of the people who were colle@ing the cattle.
‘Trumpeter Barney, who had been ftationed as a vidette, gave the

alarm, and galloped off foas not to lead the enemy direély to where
the
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the cavalry were coileGing their forage and watering, and, with great
addrefs, got to them unpcrceived by the enemy, calling out ¢ draw
¢ your fwords Rangers, the rebels are coming.” Capt. Shank,
who was at Lee’s farm waiting the return of the troops with their
forage, in order to poft them, immediately joined, and led
them to the charge on the encuy’s flank, which was fomewhat
expofed, while fome of them wereengaged in fecuring the bat-horfe:
at the back of Lee’s farm : he broke them entirely. Serjeant Wright
dathed Major Macpherfon, who commanded them, from his horfe ;
but, leaving him in purfuit of others, that officer crept into a fwamp,
lay there unperceived during the a&ion, and when it was over got
off. Trumpeter Barney difmounted and took a French officer, who
commanded one of the divifions. The enemy’s cavalry were {o
totally fcattered, that they appeared no more: many of them were
difmounted, and the whole would have been taken, had not a heavy
fire out of the wood, from whence the highland company were now
driven, protected them. At this moment Lt. Col. Simcoe arrived :
he had, at the firft fhot, ordered the infantry to march in column
into the road towards the enemy, the light infantry company and
Capt. Ewald’s detachment excepted, which, being on the right, were
moving ftraight to their own front to gain the wood. Collecting
rom the prifoners, that the enemy were in force, and that M. de la
Fayette, and Generals Wayne and Steuben were at no great diftance,
the line was dire@ed to be formed, fpreading itfelf with wide inter-
vals, and covering a great {pace of ground between the road on its
left and Capt. Ewald on the right ; and, when formed, it was directed
to advance to gain the wood, as it was his idea, to outflank the
enegy by the length of the line. The principle which Lt. Colonel
Simcoe always inculcated and acted on againft the rifle-men, (whom he
judged to be in the advanced corps of M. Fayette’s army) was to rufh
upon them ; when, if each feparate company kept itfelf compatt,

there was little danger, even fhould it be furrounded, from troops
Y who



[ 162 ]

who were without bayonets, and whofe object it was to fire a fingle
thot with effe@: the pofition of an advancing foldier was calculated
to leflen the true aim of the firft fhot, and his rapidity to prevent the
rifle-man, who requires fome time to load, from giving afecond ; orat
leaft to render his aim uncertain, and his fire by no means formidable.
Lt. Col. Simcoe had withdrawn the cavalry from the fire of the
enemy, and dire¢ted Capt. Althoufe, whofe rifle company had been
mounted, to difmount and to check them, if they fallied from the
wood in purfuit of the cavalry, or for the purpofe of reconnoitering ;
and this he exccuted very effe¢tually. Capt. Branfon had diftinguithed
himfelf in the charge on the enemy’s cavalry, and being drefled in
red, he became a marked object to them : he was now ordered with
the drivers and the cattle, to proceed to Williamfburg; exprefles
were fent to Lord Cornwallis; and Lt. Allan, who alted as Quarter-
Mafter, carried off the baggage that road, was direted to cut
down tices, and to barricade the firft pafs for the corps to raily, in
cafe of necetlity : the fences were pulled down on the James town
road, in the rear of the cavalry, that the retreat might be made
that way, if, which was every moment to be expected, the enemy
(hould have occupied the Williamfburg road in the rear. Lt. Colonel
Simcoe moved with the cavalry out of fight of the enemy, down the
hill tevards James town road, and re-afcending at Lee’s farm, there
made a difplay of the whole force; then fell back again behind
the hill, leaving only the front, a detachment of huzzars, both to
prevent the left from being turned without notice, and to deceive
the enemy into a belief that the whole cavalry (whofe force they had
already felt) were bshind the eminences, waiting for an opportunity
to fail upon their right flank : he returned rapidly with the reft of
the cavalry undifcovered to the road, and formed them out of fight
and out of reach of the enemy, partly in the road and partly on its
left. Beyond Capt. Ewald’s flank there was open ground, which
vould eafily be feen from the eminence on which Lt. Col. Simcoe
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wag, and (by the turn of the Willhamiburg read) dic cavalry wouid
have had quick accefs to it, had the enemy appeared theie: Ly the
pofition of the cavairy, it was 2ifo ready, in cafe the infantry had
given way to flank the enemy, if they thould iiue from the wood
in purfuit of it; the beit fubftitute for want of the relerve, which,
from the extent of the woods and tic eicny’s numbers, had been
thrown into the line. Upen the left of the road the tiirce pounder
was placed, the amuzette having broken down: there too the high-
land company had retired. 'The enemy now appearsd in great force,
lining the fences cn the edge of the wood (which feparated it from
the open ground) in front of the infantry; and refufing their right
upon the open ground, by echclons; rrolably deccived by the ap-
pearance of the cavalry at Lee’s farm : to add to tleir reafons for not
advancing, one cannon fhot, and no more, was ordered to be fired at
the body, which appeared to be at the greateft diftance. The in-
fantry was now in line, but with intervals between the companies,
advancing as falt as the ploughed fields they had to crofs would
admit. Lt. Col. Simcoe did not expeét victory, but he was deter-
mined to try for it ; hls beft hopes were to obtain and line the wood,
checking the enemy’s advance, ’till fuch times as the convoy was in
fecurity, and then to retreat. He had the moft general and particular
confidence in the officers and foldiers of his corps, who were 4i/~
civlined entlufic?s in the caufe of their country, and who, having
been ever victorious, thought it impofiible to fuffer defeat; nor had
he lefs reliance on the acknowledged military talents of his friend
Ewald, and the cool and tried courage of his yagers : the event fully
juftified the expreflion which he ufed in the beginning of the action,
¢« Twill take care of the left; while Ewald lives, the right flank will
«¢ never be turned.” Fortune now decided in favour of the Britith
troops : the road from Norwal’s mills was enclofed with high and
ftrong fences ; a confiderable body of the enemy being on the right
of the road, and, feeing the infantry advancing, faced and were
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croffing thefe fences to flank them: they did not obferve the
cavalry, which, while they were in this diforder, loft not the mo-
ment; but, led by Capt. Shank, charged them up the road, and
upon its left, entirely broke and totally difperfed them. The
infantry were ordered to advance, and they ruthed on with the
greateft rapidity; the enemy’s fire was in vain, they were driven
from the fences and the wood. Capt. Ewald turned their left flank,
and gave them a fevere fire as they fled in the utmoft confufion:
could he have been fupported, as he withed, by a very fmall body of
freth bayonet men, fuch was the advantage of the ground, that the
enemy, in confufion, and panick ftrucken, would have received a very
{evere blow, before it could have been pofiible for them to rally.
Cornet Jones, who led the firft divifion of cavalry, was unfortunately
killed : he was an aétive, fenfible, promifing officer. The mounted
iifle-men of the Queen’s Rangers charged with Capt. Shank: the
callant Serjeant M‘Pherfon, who led them, was mortally wounded.
Two of the men of this detachment were carried away by their
impetuofity o far as to pafs beyond the enemy, and their horfes
were killed : they, however, fecreted themfelves in the wood un-
der fome fallen logs, and, when the enemy fled from that f{pot,
they returned in fatety to the corps. By a miftake, fcarcely avoid-
able in the tumult of action, Capt. Shank was not f{upported, as
was intended, by the swhole of his cavalry, by which fewer pri-
foners were taken than might have been: that valuable officer
was In the moft imminent danger, in fighting his way back
througzh the enemy, who fired upon him, and wounded the Trum-
peter barney and killed fome of the huzzars, who attended him.
The grenadier company, commanded by Capt. M¢Gill, fignalized
by their gallantry as well as by their drefs, loft feveral valuable men.
Capt. Stevenfon was dittinguithed as ufual: his chofen and well-
trained light infantry were obftinately oppofed ; but they carried their
point with the lofs of a fourth of their numbers, killed and wounded.
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An affair of this nature neceffarily afforded a great variety of gallant
a&ions in individuals. Capt. M‘Rae reported to Lt. Col. Simcoe,
that his fubaltern, Lt. Charles Dunlop, who had ferved in the
Queen’s Rangers from thirteen years of age, led on his divifion on
horfeback, without {uffering a man to fire, watching the enemy, and
giving a fignal to his men to lay down whenever a party of their's
was about to fire : he arrived at the fence where the enemv had been
pofted with his arms loaded, a condu¢t that might have been decifive
of the altion : fortunately he efcaped unhurt. The whole of the lofs
of the Queen’s Rangers amounted to ten killed, and twentyv-thre:
wounded ; among the latter was Lt. Swift Armftreng, and Enfign
Jarvis, alting with the grenadiers: the yagers had two or three men
wounded and one killed. It may be fuppofed, in the courfe of fo
long a fervice, there was {carcely a man of them, whofe death did ne?
call forth a variety of fituations, in which his courage had been dif-
tinguithed, or his value exemplified ; and it feemed to every one, -
if the flower of the regiment had been cut off. As the whole feries
of the fervice of light troops gives the greateft latitude for the
exertion of individual talents, and of individual courage, fo did the
prefent fituation require the moft perfet combination of them:
Every divifion, every officer, every foldier had his fhare in the merit
of the action : miftake in the one might have brought on cowardice
in the other, and a fingle panick ftrucken foldier would probably
have infeGed a platoon, and led to the utmoft confufion and ruin ;
{o that Lt. Col. Simcoe has ever confidered this action as the climax
of a campaign of five years, as the refult of true difcipline acquired
in that f{pace by unremitted diligence, toil, and danger, as an
honourablz vi¢ory earned by veteran intrepidity.

The inftant Lt. Col. Simcoe could draw off and collect his {orce,
and had communicated with Capt. Ewald, it was thought proper tc
retreat ; the information obtained from two and thirty prifoners,
many of them officers and of different corps, making it expedient
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foto do : the wounded men were collected into Spencer’s ordinary,
there being no waggons with the detachment, and they were left
there with the furgeon’s mate, and a flag of truce. 'The infantry
filed off to the right, and the cavalry clofed the rear : the party foon
arrived at a brook, on the oppofite and commanding fide of which
Lt. Allen, with the pioneers, had cut down fome trees, and was,
precceding to give it fuch defences as it was capable of receiving.
In le%s than two miles, Lt. Col. Simcoe met Earl Cornwallis, and
the advance of his army, and returned with them towards Spencer’s
ordinarv : he reported to his Lordthip, what he had learnt from an
examination of the rebel prifoners, and by his own and his officers
obfervations ; that the enemy were, at the leaft, twelve hundred
ftrong in altion, above three times the numbers of his corps;
that Fayette’s army was at no great diftance; that they had
marched twenty-eight miles, and had no provifions : - Lit. Colonel
s:mcoe added, that he had effectually deftroyed the Diefcung
briige. Earl Cornwallis examined the prifoners, and obferved
to Lt. Col. Simcoe, that it was a march of great hazard in
Fayette, as on the leatt previous intimation he muft have been
cut off.  On the approach to Spencer’s, Lt. Col. Simcoe galloped
rorward, and was very happy to find, that his wounded men
were not piufoners, none of the enemy having approached them ;
and he found a foraging party of Earl Cornwallis’s army, with the
wazgons on which the wounded and the dead were placed. So
litcic idea was there entertained of Fayette’s move, that this foraging
party had proceeded fome miles on the Williamfburg road, and
would have been certainly taken, had it not been for the action at
Speaczr’s. It was reported, and not without probability, that a
patrole of the enemy met with this party on the road, where it was
natural to expet Lord Cornwallis’s army, and took it for his ad-
vance guard, and that this belief prevented them from renewing the
ottack. Lt, Col. Tarleton foont after arrived at Spencer’s: he had

advanced
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advanced up the Williamfburg road, and in the wood in front of
Spencer’s, met with a great number of arms, thrown away, and
other fymptoms of the confufion in which the enemy had fled: the
army returned to Williamfburg, and the Queen’s Rangers were huttc.
on the right at Queen’s creck. At the commencement of the action,
the bat-men and their horfes, feeding at Lee’s farm, were taken .
they were all refcued, Lt. Col. Simcoe’s groom excepted, the oxls
prifoner the enemy carried off. It was generally reported, that the
perfon who had been fent to Fayette's camp, from Coopier’s mills,
condudted Gen. Wayne thither, about four o’clock in the morn-
ing, who, with a large force, charged with fixed bayonets, the
fires which the Queen’s Rangers had but juft quitted. M. Fayette,
in his public letters, ftated the lofs of the Britith at one hun-
dred and fifty killed and wounded, and attributed it to the fLiil
of his rifle-men: his own he diminithed, recapitulating that only
of the continental troops, and taking no notice of the militia: it is
certain they had a great many killed and wounded, exclufive of the
prifoners. The rifle-men, however dextrous in the ufe of their
arms, were by no means the moft formidable of the rebel troops ;
their not being armed with boyonets, permitted their opponents to
take liberties with them which otherwife would have been highly
improper. Cornet Jones was buried at Williamfburg the next day,
with military honours. It was given out in the publick orders, at
Williamfburg, on the 28th of June, that ¢ Lord Cornwallis dc'ires
«¢ Lt. Col. Simcoe will accept of his warmeft acknowledgments fcr
< his {pirited and judicious condu¢t in the action of the 26th in-
** ftant, when he repulfed and defeated fo {uperior a force of the
«“ enemy. He likewife defires that Lt. Col. Simcoe will commui-
¢ nicate his thanks to the cofficers and foldiers of the Queen’s Ran-

¢¢ gers, and to Capt. Ewald and the detachment of yagers.”
Earl Cornwallis vifiting York towaon the 28th of June, Lt. Col.
Simcoe, with the cavalry, efcorted him thither; his Lord(bip dif-
0 approving
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approving of it as a poft, Lt. Col. Simcoe obferved to him, that if
any of the points below it, and one was then in their view, would
be more favourable for fuch a garrifon as his Lordfhip intended, that
it would be eafy to remove York town to it: his Lordfhip aflented,
and perfonally made the neceffary enquiry ; but the water was not
fufficiently deep to harbour fhips of war. The enemy fired a ran-
dom fhot or two, from Gloucefter, at the efcort when it marched
into York town, and were prepared to repeat it on its return; but
this was avoided by keeping on the heights, and Earl Cornwallis
returned in the evening. The Queen’s Rangers made two patroles
during the continuance of the army at Williamfburg : the firft was
with the defign of afcertaining the enemy’s poft: Lt. Col. Simcoe
left the infantry in ambufcade, about five miles from Williami{burg,
and proceeding feven or eight miles further, drove in the enemy’s
advance guard. The fecond patrole was made to the fame fpot, and
for the fame purpofe, Earl Cornwallis underftanding the enemy had
left it. The peninfula was interfeGted with roads, full of {mall
woods, and the enemy were in force. Lt. Col. Simcoe expeed to
be ambufcaded; fo that he marched only with his cavalry, and
tarough bye-paths and the woods. In approaching the poft, he:
lett the party with orders for them to retrcat whenfoever the bugle-
horns founded the advance, and proceeded himfelf with a {mall
eicort, fome officers and the bugle-horns ; being mounted on a tall
horfe, a matter of great utility in all reconnoitering parties, he faw
the heads of fome people in ambufcade, before they could ftoop from
notice on His approach, and another party was plainly difcovered on
tneir march to get behind him on the Williamtburg road : the horns
{vunded, the alarm was given, and the party retreated by the ways
they came, unmolefted, to Williamfburg.

On the yth of July the army marched to James town, for the pur-"
pole of crofling the river at that place, and proceeding to Portfmouth :
the Queen’s Rangers croffed the river that evening, and took voft to

cover
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cover the baggage, which was pafling over as expeditioufly as rofiitde,
On the evening of the 6th, as Earl Cornwallis had predici_d, M. de
la Fayette attacked his army, miftaking it for the rear guard only :
the affair was almoft confined to the Soth and ~76th regiments:,
under the command of Lt. Col. Dundas, whofe good conduét and
gallantry was confpicuoully difplayed on that occafion. M. de la
Fayette was convinced of his error, by being inftantly repulfed, and
lofing what cannon he had brought with him. The army having
been paflfed over, marched on the gth towards Portfmouth. On iss
halting at Saffolk, the Queen’s Rangers beinz ordered for embaika-
tion, proceeded to the vicinity of Portimouth on the :ath, and

)
1

embarked on the 20th: ths embariation of which, the ¢
Rangers made a part, was fuppoted to be intenied to co-operaic in
an attack on Philadelphia. It was countermanded, and the troops, fail -
ing up the river, landed at York Town on the 2d of Ausuft: the Ran-
gers being, of the firft difembarkation, under Lt. Col. Abcrcrombie.
Several patroles were made from Yorkx town to Williamfburgz, by
the cavalry of the Queen’s Rangers, latterly under the command of
Capt. Shank, the health of Lt. Col. Simcoe beinr much impaired.
This journal, haftening to a conclufion, it is proper that it may be
compleated, to take notice of Capt. Saunders, and the officers, and
chofen men, whom he had taken with him, in order to compleat his
troop, on Gen. Leflie’s expedition ; and this cannot be better accom~
plithed than by extra&s from a letter which that officer wrote to

Lt. Col. Sun-oe.
¢ Agrceable to your defire, I now detail fome anecdotes of the
detachment which was fent under my command with Gen. Leilie:
on the evening of the arrival of the fleet in Lynhaven bay, I was
ordered by Gen. Leflie to land with a detachment, confifting of a
{ubaltern’s command of the guards, and the officers and twelve men
“of my troop, and to march through Princefs Ann, for the purpote
of -taking fome of the moft violent leaders of the rebels, in thut
Z cousty ;
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county ; but the great fwell of the fea obliging me to land in a
different place from which I had intended, I was, in confequence,
conftrained to crofs the Lynhaven inlet, which was unfordable.
Knowing that there was a canoe about half-a-mile on the other
fide, I afked if any one would volunteer the fervice of fetching it;
Serieant Burt inftantly offered himfelf, and, with his fword in his
mouth, plunged into the water, {wam over and brought the canoe,
in which we crofled, and this he did although, on our arrival at the
inlet, we had obferved a man on horfeback, who appeared from the
precipitancy with which he had rode off, to have been placed there
15 2 vedette. A few days after this, I was fent with a detachment,
uncec the orders of Col. Schutz, to Suffolk, by Sleepy-hole ferry :
w2 crofled the ferry at night, and by preceding (under cover of the
darlinefs) with my troop, the reft of the detachment, I collected a
faicient number of horfes to mount both men and officers. From
Sufiolk we returned to Portfmouth, when I requefted General Leflie
ro permit me to occupy the poft at Kemp’s landing, with the two
ctficers and the non-commiflioned officers, and twelve private dra-
goans of my troop, which he granted, after I had explained to him
my intimate knowledze of the people, and of the country. With
this force I remained there until the General was obliged to embark
tor South Carolina.  On our arrival at Charles Town, Col. Balfour
oriered my oficers and men up to George-Town ; and, as he told
e had not authority to permit the return of myfelf and

parer to the regiment, I found it neceflary to go to Wynnefburg (180
miles) vhere Lord Cornvallis was encamped, to folicit his leave.
1c granted it; I returncd to Charles-Town, and had the men in the
boat, to embark in the Romulus, when the arrival of the exprefs
with Tarlton’s difafter at the Cowpens, induced Colonel Balfour to
countermand the embarkation, and to detain us ’till the impreffion
made by this unfortunate event fhould be done away. He ordered
m2 and my troop to George-Town, promifing not only to explain
to
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to you the nzceility of my detention, but ol that it finull nos he
long : I went there, and fcon after obtained the commiind ¢f that
poft. But before I mention what Lappened undcr my cracrs, | I:.?.Il
premife the behaviour of the troop , prior to this, when Lt. Wilion
had the command of it. On the 25th Dec. 158¢, being the oy
after Lt. Wilfon’s arrival at George-"own, he and his party made
a patrole, under the command of Col. ~mpLP11 of Funning’s ccr::f,
when they fell in with a party of above fity mounted rebels, !

they were ordered to charge. They immediazcly did it, and with ei;l‘ i ',
defeating them and taking one of their oilicers prifoner: the cthers
owed their efcape to the fpeed of their horfes, and the thichn H'A of
the wood. Lt. Wilfon was wounded ; he reccived the tion's of
Col. Campbell for his condu¢t in the following werds. < It is
‘¢ with pleafure that the Commanding Officer cbivives the {nirit and
¢ gallantry of the troops in general, but is infinitely obliged to Capt.
¢ Blucke and Lieut. Wilfon, for their diftinguifhed gillantry and
‘¢ behaviour this day. Laments much the wound received by the
¢¢ latter, as it may for a few days deprive him of the fervices of a good
¢ officer.” On the 6th Jan. following, Lt. Col. Campbell havisz
marched fome diftance into the country, faw about a dozen mcunted
men in the road : he ordered Lt. Wilfon with his party to chargc
them. They inftantly went to the right about, and retreated with
precipitation within a corps which had difmounted and taken a ftrong
and advantageous poft in a {wampy thick wood on each fide of the
road. Lt. Wilfon and his party received a heavy and unexpected fire
from this ambufcade, but impelled by their wonted f{pirit and intre-
pidity, and unaccuftomed to defeat, they continued the charze and
obliged the rebels to betake themfelves to their horfes, and to flight.
Serjeants Burt and Hudgins, having charged through them, werc
carried off by them ; Corporal Hudgins was killed, covered with
wounds ; two or three of the men were wounded, and three horfes

killed.
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< Among a variety of other parties fent into the country by me, in
order to prevent, as much as poliible, depredation and viclence by
fmall bodies of rebels, who occafiosinily infefted the vicinity of
George town, Lt. Wilfon was ordered, about the middle of February
1781, to go about forty miles up the Waccama river, with a detach-
ment of between thirty and forty men, in order to take Capt. Clarke,
a very active officer, prifoner, who was faid to have a {mall party with
him, for the purpofe of protecting himfelf and opprefiing the in-
habitants on Waccama neck ; he.was ordered alfo, to mount his
party, if poflible, and to return by land. He fat out in the evening
with the firft of the tide, and would have reached Clark’s houfe
before day had it not been for a heavy fall of rain up the country,
which checked the tide with fuch force, that, notwithftanding every
cfiort, he found at day-light that he had not proceeded above half
way, he therefore landed, fent back the boats, and lay concealed in a
houte *till evening, keeping every paffenger prifoner: He then marched
to Clarke's houfe, which he reached before day-light, took him
prifoner, but found none of his party then with him; took horfes
fufficient to mount his party, and returned, without lofs, to George-
‘Town. In the latter end of February, Cornet Merrit was ordered,
with a party of a ferjeant and ten dragoons, to cover fome negroes
vho were fent to the neighbouring plantations to fearch for and
bring in fome cattle that had efcaped from us : he, from his great
zeal and anxiety to accomplith this fervice, was led rather farther
than was intended, when he unexpectedly fell in with a corps of the
reoels, much fuperior to his botl in the number and the goodnefs of
their horfes. He retreated, in good order, for fome diftance, but, find-
ing hiinfeli much harraffed from the fire of their advance, and feeing
that it would be impracticable to get off without giving them a
check, he determined on charging them, which he did feveral times,
aud with fuch vigour that he alweys repulfed them. He thus alter-
pately charged and retreated, “dll having had two horfes killed under
him
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him, he was fo ftunnzd by the fill of the 1o, that he was lest 1o
dead. The rebels were 0 awed by their repeated repulfes, that they
fuiered his party to efcane into the woods, whea, by difmounsi:;_,
and concealing themiclves 1n the thick favannahs, moft of them gc)»t
fafe into the poft: the ferjeant was killed, and four men worc
wounded ; feveral horfes killed.  Merrit, being fuppofed to be dead,
was fortunate enough, after having recovered his fenics, to get to the
fort with the lofs of his boots, helmet, and arms. Cornet DMcrrit
having been fent, about the beginning of maich, with a flag, to carry
a letter to Gen. Manion, by order of Col. Balfour, was detained a
pritoner to retaliate for the detention of one Capt. Polizil, who, after
the furrender of Charles-Town, had taken a protettion and the oaths
to us; and had, notwithftanding again taken up arms, and had
the impudence to come to George town, with a 2z of truce, where
I detained him. They crammed Merrit, with about twenty others,
ferjeants and privates of different Britifh regiments, in a finall nafty
dark place, made of logs, called a bull-pen; but he was not long
here before he determined to extricate himfelf and his fellow pri-
{foners, which he thus effeCted : after havisg communicated his in-

tention to them, and found them ready to fupport him, he pitched
upon the ftrongeft and moft daring foldier, and having waited fome

days for a favourable opportunity, he obferved, that his guards
(militia) were much alarmed, which he found was occafioned by a
party of Britith having come into that ncighbourbood. Iie then
ordered this foldier to feize the fentry, who was pofted at a fmall
fquare hole cut through the logs, and which fingly ferved the double
purpofes of door and window, which he inftantly executed, drawing
the aftonithed fentry to this hole with one hand, and threatening to
cut his throat with a large knife which he held in the other, if he
made the fmalleft refiftance, or out-cry; then Cornet Merrit, and
the whole party, crawled out the one after the other, undifcovered
by the guard, though it was in the day time, until the whole had

got
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oot out.  He then drew them up, which the officer of the guard ob-
ferving, got his men under arms, as faft as he could, and threatened
to fire on them if they attempted to go off: Merrit replied, that if
he dared to fire a fingle thot at him, that he would cut the whole
of his guard to pieces, (having concerted with his men, in fuch a
caft, to ruth upon the enemy and tear their arms out of their hands),
which fo intimicated him that, although Merrit’s party was armed
only witi1 the {poils of the fentry and with clubs, he yet permitted
them to march off, unmolefted, to a river at fome diftance, where
Cornet Merrit knew, from converfation which he had had with the
fentrics, thatthere was a large rice-boat, in which he embarked and
brought his party tarough a country of above fifty miles fafe into
George town. To you the undaunted {pirit and bravery of this
voung man, is not unknown : they obtained for him in his diftrefs
vour friendfhip and prote¢tion.  Col. Balfour was pleafed to approve
his condudt, and in a letter to me, dated Charles-Town, 2d April
1781, exprenics it then ¢ I rejoice moft fincerely that your Cornet
“ has efcaped, his condut and refolution does him great credit, and
“ T'with I had it in my power to fhew him my fenfe of it by more
¢ f{ubflantial marks than this teftimony ; but the only mode I have
““ 15 by oftering him a Lieutenancy of a provincial troop:” this
Cornet Merrit declined. Lt. Wilfon was fent, on the 2d of April,
wilh twenty men, attended by a galley, to cover a party fent to load
fome fiats with forage, at a plantation on Black river: he debarked
and remained on fhore feveral hours before he faw a fingle rebel ; but
when he had nearly compleated his bufinefs, he was attacked by
above {ixty of them, under the command of a Major Benfon : he re-
pulted them in two attempts that they made to get within the place
where he had pofted himfelf; he then charged and drove them off.
A rebel Licutenant was mortally wounded, feveral others flightly :
Lt. Wilfon and five of his men were wounded. Col. Balfour ex-
prefled his approbation of Wilion’s condué in this affair.

I fhall
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t——
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¢« T fhall conclude this detail with mentioning one tnore initines o
the callant bzhaviour of Meirit, which it would be injuftice to omii :
being obliged in an attack I made on thz rebel partizan Snipe to
approach the houfe in which he had his party, throush a narrow
lane, terminated within half mufket fhot of the houfe by a ftrony
gate, which, I expetted, would detain us fome time to open; when
it was probable their guard swould fire on us; and, as I was par-
ticularly anxious to prevent any kind of check with the troops |
then had with m:, I picked out Merrit, Corporal Franls, and four
men of my troop to proceed and make an opening for the detach-
ment, which he effeted with f{uch readinefs and fpirit, that the
paflage was cleared by the time that the detachment could get up,
although, for that purpofe, he had been obliged to dilmount his
party under the fire from their guard, and that the gate and fence,
on each fide of it, had been fecured and ftrengthened, with 2
unexpe&ed degree of care and attention. Col. Balfour writing to
me, in the month of April, when I commanded at Grorge town,
fays < being empowered by Lord Cornwallis to raife a troop of
¢¢ Provincial light dragoons, I have, for fome time, withed to trv
¢ your Lt. Wilfon as Captain, and this gentleman as Licutenant
. ¢¢ (meaning Cornet Merrit), they have been both recommendcd
¢ as good and active officers, and, if you agree with me in opinion
¢ that a troop could be raifed in or near George town, I fhould
¢¢ have no hefitation in making the appointment.” Thus I have
mentioned to you a few of the many meritorious fervices performed
by the officers and men of my trcop, when in Virginia and South-
Carolina. I regret much at my not having kepta journal during
that time, as it would now enable me to do more ample juflice to
thofe whofe zeal, bravery, and good condudt, entitle them to my
fulleft and faireft report.”

It is to be lamented that Capt. Saunders did not keep a regular

journal, as it would have related a feries of gallant and altive fervices,
which
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which he performed when in the command at George town, and
afterwards at Dorchefter, and which ftrongly characterize in that
officer the fame boldnefs and prudence with which he maintained
himfelf with his fmall party in his native country, where his
decifive charater had its due weight and fuperiority.

On the 12th of Auguft the Rangers paflfed to Gloucefter, to cover
the foraging in front of that poft, which the 8oth and the Heffian
regiment ot Prince Hereditaire garrifoned, under the command of
Lt. Col. Dundas. The climate, the fickly ftate and condition of
the corps, as more fully detailed in the appendix, and what was
reafonably to be apprehended from the militia of the enemy, now
affembling in numbers, rendered this a fervice of great fatigue and
danger: the troops were generally emploved on it twelve hours in
the twenty-four. The infantry, to fecure them from the intenfe
heat, were ambufcaded as much as poffible in the woods, and the
cavalry patroled in their front, or on their flanks. Lt. Col. Simcoe,
on his return one day from Abington church, was informed that
Weeks, now ftiled Major, with a party of the enemy, had juft
arrived within a few miles : he inftantly prefled on with the cavalry
to attack him, ordering Capt. Ewald to proceed to his {fupport as
faft as poflible with the yagers and infantry. On his arrival near the
poft, he had the good fortune to puth a patrole, which came from
it, fo rapidly as to follow it into the houfe where Weels lay, who
with his men, efcaped in great confufion into the woods, leavine
their dinner behind them : an officer and fome men were madté
prifoners, and this check, together with the country being con-
{’cantly a.n.lbuf;aded, prevented the foragers from receiving the leaft
interruption.

One morning as the foragers were at fome diftance from Gloucefter,
they were furprized at hearing a coniiderable firing of mufquetry,

etween them and the garrifon: it was fufpected that fome party of
thz enemy might have ftolen through the woods; but on a detach-

ment
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ment falling back to procure certain intelligence, it appeared, tha:
fome men on a predatory party had landed from the fhipping, and,
being panick-ftruck, had fired at a wood where they fancied thev
faw the enemy. Serjeant Ritchie, of the grenadiers of the Rangers,
who with the other convalefcents had been left in the camp at
Gloucefter, on hearing the firing, fuppofed that the regiment wa-
engaged, and aflembling fuch men as were able to move, to the
amount of thirty or more, he marched forward, and took up a picee
of ground that would have been highly advantageous in cafe of real
altion: fo f{pirited were the foldiers, fo avle were the non-commil-
fioned officers become, by perpetual fervice and experience !

On the 31ft of Auguft, the advance thips of the French flect
blocked up the York river. The cavalry of the Queen’s Ranger:
had been regularly inftructed ia wheeling and forming in the clofeft
order poflible, and they were ditciplined in every thing that might
enable them to maintain that fuperiority which they had hitherto
acquired over all their opponents. It being of the utmoft confe-
quence to prevent the enemy gaining any information from deicrters,
the out fentries were conftantly compofed of a cavalry and infantry
man. Earl Cornwallis, in a converfation with Lt. Col. Simcoe, afked
him whether ¢ he thought that he could efcape with the cavalry ;”
he anfwered his Lordfhip, ¢ Without the fmalleft doubt.”

Gen. Wathington invefted York-Town on the 23d of September ;
when the blockade of Gloucefter was formed by one thoufand
one hundred French troops, joined with the rebel militia, under
the command of Monf. de Choify fo well known for his fur-
prizal of Cracow. Captain Shank, with thirty huzzars, retreated
before them as they advanced, and clofe to the Duke of Lauzun’s
legion. The French fhips that blocked the mouth of York river
were driven from their ftation, and narrowly efcaped being deftroyed
by fire-thips, commanded by Capt. Palmer of the navy: this
gallant officer would have probably burnt a man of war which

Aa was
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was driven afthore, but he was prevented by the mifbehaviour of a
mafter of a privateer, who, as might be expected from people of his vile
trade, prematurely fet on fire one of the fmall veficls which he had
volunteered the dire@ion of and which were to accompany the King’s
thip, at fuch a diftance as could neither endanger thc enemy, or
himfelf. The out picquet which the Queen’s Rangers occupied
was on a high bank on the left, clofe to the York river, which in front
was almoft inacceflible from a cove into which the tide flowed :
this poft was maintained at night on the commencement of the block-
ade; but it was foon attempted to be carried off. Captain Shaw, who
commandeld, overheard the enemy on their approach, and withdraw-
ing his fentinels and party to a bank in its rear, let them without
moleftation poflefs themfelves of his fires, when, giving them an
unexpected difcharge, they fled in great confufion, and with every
appearance of feveral of them being wounded, leaving fire-arms, caps,
and accoutrements behind them. Capt. Shaw then refumed his poft,
which was conftantly occupied in the day, and frequently at night,
without any further attempt being made upon it. The health of
Lt. Col. Simcoe began now totally to fail under the inceffant fatigues,
both of body and mind, which for years he had undergone. Lt. Col.
Tarleton with his cavalry paffed over from York to Gloucefter. Lt.
Col. Simcoe obferved, in converfation with Col. Dundas, that as
Capt. Shank had faced the Duke of Lauzun with the cavalry of the
Rangers the preceding day, it was probable the Duke would not
hefitate to attack them, being acquainted with the inferiority of their
numbers, when, if Lt. Col. Tarleton’s corps, of whofe arrival he muft
bz ignorant, fhould be placed in ambufcade, the Duke’s Legion might
be fwept off and totally ruined. Lt. Col. Tarleton marched out with

the cavalry the next morning, Col. Dundas accompanying him ; and
about mid-day firing was heard, and fome people galloped in in great

confufion : one of the forage-mafters faying Col. Tarleton was de-
teated, L+, Col. Simcoe fent him to Earl Cornwallis, ordered the

troops
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troops to their poft, and, being carried from his bed to his horte,
went himfelf to the redoubt occupicd by the Rangers. Capt. Shank,
on his return, reported to Lt. Col. Simcoe, that buing on the left
when the line was formed he had received no orders ; but when the
right, compofed of the Legion, advanced to charge, he did the fame,
in clofe order, but neceflarily not in equal front: on the Legion
giving way, the Rangers followed, quitting the field the laft, and in
fuch order as prevented a rapid purfuit, and returned to the charye
with Lt. Col. Tarleton, when he, having azain offcred the enemv
combat, which they declined, remained mafter of the field. 1i.t.
Col. Dundas being ordered to York-Town, Lt. Col. Simcoe, on
whom the command of Gloucefter devolved, was obliged from total
want of health, to give up its duties to Lt. Col. Tarleton. The
moft difagreeable that could befal an officer now drew nigh: the
works at York-Town were rendered untenable by the fuperior fire
of the French artillery, and Earl Cornwallis determined to attempt
to efcape with the beft part of his troops by the way of Glouceiter :
a principal part of his force was fent over to that place, and Lt. Col.
Simcoe was informed that his Lordthip meant to attack Monf. de
Choify the next morning. There was every probability of furprizing
that olficer, as he in fom= meafure depended upon the vigilance of the
militia joined with him ; and a {py, who came into Gloucefter almoft
to the very day of its furrender, could have conduted the Queen’s
Rangers by the fecret path which he made uiz of, to the rear of the
enemy’s poft. It was not improbable that his Lordfhip, on viewing
the advantageous pofition which might be occupied in front of Glou-
cefter, would have been of opinion that the poft might at the leatt
have been defended for ten days, if the provifions would laft, againft
any force the enemy could combine to attack it within that period.
A violent ftorm arifing, preventzd the fuccezding divifion of the
garrifon of York from pafling over ; that which had arrived returned
early in the morning, and the firing foon after ceafing, it was under-

Aaz ftood
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ftood that Earl Cornwallis had propofed a ceflation of hoftilities, for the
purpofe of fettling the terms on which the pofts of York and Glou-
cefter were to be furrendered. On the firlt confirmation of this
fuppolition, Lt. Col. Simcoe fent Lieut. Spencer to his Lordfhip,
to reque(’c that as his corps confifted of Loyalifts, the objelts of the
enemy’s civil perfecution, and d:ferters, if the treaty was not finally
concluded, that he would permit him to endewvour to efcape
with them in fome of thofe boats which General Arnold bhad
built ; and that his intention was to crofs the Chefapeak and land in
Maryland, when, from his knowledge of th: inhabitants of the
country and other favourable circumftances, he mids no doubt of
being able to fave the greateft part of the corps and carry them
into New-York. His Lordfhip was pleafed to exprefs himfelf fa-
vourably in regard to the {cheme, but faid he could not permit it
to be un.Lrtal«.en, for that the whole of the army muit thare one
fate.  The capitulation was figned on the 19th of O&ober. Earl
Cornwallis, on account of Lt. Col. Simcoe’s dangerous ftate of health,
permitted him to fail for New-York in the Bonetta, which by an
articlein the capitulation was to be left at hisdifpofal, afea-voyage being
the only chance, in the opinion of the phyficians, by which he could
tave his life.  On board of this veflel failed as many of the Rangers,
and of other corps, deferters from the enemy, as fhe could poffibly
irold; they were to be exchanged as prifoners of war, and the remainder
of Larl Comwﬂ‘is’s army were marched prifoners into the country.
Lt. Col. Simcoe, on his arrival at New-York, was permitted by Sir
Henry ﬁ,lmtun to return to England ; and his Majelty, on the 19th
December, 1701, was glamouf‘y pleafed to confer upon him the rank
oi Licutenant-Colonel in the army, the duties and title of which he
i enioved from tnz veir 1777, and which had been made permanent
v~ him ia America in 1// 9. Capt. Saunders arriving from Charles-
"Town, tock the command of that part of the corps which had come
v New-York in the Zonetta.  Many of the foldiers, who were

prifoners
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prifoners in the country, were feized as deferters from Mir, Wafthing-
ton’s army, feveral enlifted in it to facilitate their efcape, and, being
caught in the attempt, were executed : a greater number got fafe
to New-York, and, had the war continued, there was little doubt
but the corps would have been re-affembled in detail. The Rangers
were fo daring and’ active in their attempts to efcape, that, latterly,
they were confined in gaol ; Capt. Whitlock, who cominanded them
while prifoners in the country, was one of the Captains who drew
lots with Captain Afgil to fuffer for Huddy's death.

Capt. Saunders, and the officers who were with him, had to expe-
rience fevere mortifications : Sir Henry Clinton, the Commander in
Chief, who knew their fervices, had returned to England, and was
fucceeded by sir Guy Carleton. It beiny apparent that the American
war was to be abandoned, they had no longer the certainty of re-
commending themfelves by their fervices to the protection of the
new Generdl,  On the 31{t of March, 1783, the following order was
tranfmitted from the Adjutant-General’s Office, to the ofiicer who
commanded the reziment : as it is prefumed to be a fingular event
in military hiftory, it is here publifhed, verbatim, and with no other
comment than that which accompanied it as it was tranfinitted to
Lt. Col. Simcoe, then in England.

¢ SIR, Adjt. Gen. Office, March 31, 1783.

¢« Lt. Col. Thompfon having received orders to
compleat the regiment under his command by volunteers from the
different Provincial corps, and to raife in like manner four additional
companies of light infantry, for a particular fervice ; the Commander
in Chief defires you would give all pofiible afliitance to Licut. Col.
Thompfon and thofe concerned with him in the execution of this
bufinefs, by encouraging the men belonging to the corps under your
command to engage in this fervice, and his Excellency directs mc to
affure you that neither the othcers nor others who may remain with

you in the corps {hall fuffer any lofs or any injury to their pretenfons-
by
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bv the diminution of your numbers arifing from the volunteers who
n'lay join the corps under the command of Lt. Col. Thompfon. It
is to be underftood, that though the men wanted for this fervice are
to engage as foon as poffible, yet they are not to quit the regiments to
which they at prefent belong, ’till further orders.

(Signed) Or. DELANCY, &c.”

‘¢ I will only fay that though as military men they could not publicly
reprobate and counteract this unjuft, humiliating, and difgraceful order,
yet confcious of their fuperiority both in rank, in life, and in military
fervice to the perfon whom it was meant to aggrandize, they could
not but fenfibly feel it. I am forry to fay that fome of the Rangers,
being made drunk, were induced to volunteer it. The arrival of
the laft packet, as it took away the pretence of their being for ¢ fome
particular fervice” has put a total ftop to this bufinefs. The warrant,
I'am told, f{pecified that when this corps was compleated and em-
barked, they were from that time to be on the Britith eftablithment.”

The otticers of the Queen’s Rangers had prided themfelves, and
juftly, in preventing, as much as officers by precept, example, and
authority could do, plundering and marauding : being cantoned with
other corps on Long ifland, the depredations which were committed,
drew upon the Queen’s Rangurs the difpleafure of Sir Guy Carleton,
and the denunciation of his precluding the officers from their juift
promotion. Capt. Saunders, who then commanded them, conitious
that they were innocent, as became his character and ftation addrefled
the tollowing letter to the Commander in Chief.

“Sin, I take the liberty as commanding officer of
that part of the Queen’s Rangers at Huntingdon, to addrefs your Ex-
cellengy: a letter received from Col. de Wurmb, containing your
very fevere reprenenfion of their condu&, in confequence of repre-
%enmtions made to your Excellency of their frequent depredations,
ts the cault.  Myftlf and officers, confcious of the faliehood and
malevolence of thot: renrefbntations, feel ourfilves highly injured,

and
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and as the charge materialy affets the honor and reputation of the corps,
we hope and requeft that your Excellency will be pleafed to order an
enquiry into this matter, {o that we may have an opportunity of meet-
ing our accufers face to face, and of removing from your Excellency’s
breaft the impreffion that has been made fo difadvantageous to us.”
No anfwer was returned to this application, and a very young officer
who had not feen any fervice, vas promoted from another corps to a
troop vacant in the Queen’s Rangers. Soon after the above-mentioned
letter was written it was proved before a court-martial, that thofe
depredations, which had drawn down upon the Rangers the Com-
mander in Chief’s indignation, had been committed by men of the
Legion and for which they fuffered. Every thing now tended to the
American colonies being declared independent of Great-Britain, and
the officers of the Queen’s Rangers feem to have been opprefled with
every circumftance that could wound the hearts of men who were
foldiers on the beft principles, except the confcioufnefs of not having
deferved it ; but this cloud was foon to pafs away. General Conway
was Commander in Chief of his Majefty’s forces, and Sir H. Clinton
had arrived in England ; Sir Charles Grey was appointed to fucceed
Sir Guy Carleton, Lt. Col. Simcoe, whofe exchange Government had
procured from Dr. Franklin, was to have accompanied him as fecre-
tary to his commiffion, a poft that he hoped to fill to the approbation
of that General, who was ready, had it been neceflary, to have fupported
thofe claims of the Queen’s Rangers for Britith rank and eftablithment,
which Sir H. Clinton had perfonally recommended to the protection
of General Conway, and this he had done in the ftrongeft manner, not
only as due to the fidelity and altions of a corps which he had been
an eye-witnefs of, but ““in juftice to his country,” as he was pleafed
to exprefs himfelf, ¢ that, in cafe of future war, it might not be de-
prived of the fervices of fuch a number of excellent officers.”  Thefe
reprefentations had their due effe, and on the 2sth of Dec. 1782,
his Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to make that rank univerfally
, permanent
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permanent which they had hitherto only held in the fcene of action,
America ;—and the Queen’s Rangers, cavalry and infantry, were ho-
nourably enrolled in the Britith army. The corps was difbanded at
the enfuing peace, and many of the officers, and moft of the foldiers,
fettled on the lands to which they had a claim in Nova-Scotia.

Thus conclude the principal events in a journal of a corps of light
troops, whofe fervices can beft be eftimated by obferving, that for
years in the field, to ufe the language of a former age, they were
the forlorn of the armies in which they ferved, and that even in
winter quarters, when in common wars troops are permitted to feek
repofe, few hours can be felected in which the Queen’s Rangers had
not to guard againft the attacks of a fkilful and enterprizing enemy.

L RAND OF T'Hy JOURN AL.
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An Appendix is added of fuch Letters, Papers, and Obfervation:,
as are ncceflary to illuftrate this Journal,

Page 34.  When Sir 1illiam Howe quitted the command of the army, Major
. . - - . . - - - < ~
Stmeoe lard the following memorial Lofore Lim, wehich be promifed to fipport
. . - 4
on bis return to Luglaid.

To his Excellency General Sir William Howe, Commander in Chief, &c.&c.

The Memorial of the Major Commandant, Captains, and Subalterns,
of his Majefty’s Provincial Corps of Queen’s Rangers.

« OUR Memorialifts, with all {ubmiffion and refpect, beg leave 1.

entreat your Excellency will lay them at his Majefty's fect, humbly
foliciting that he, in his gracious favour, will be pleafed to cftzblifh them in
the rank of the army, as has been given to the regiments now raifing in

Great-Britain.

« The generality of the officers, who now requeft your Excellency’s coun-
tenance, at the breaking out of the prefent rebellion, left their eftates and
fettlements in Virginia, joined his Excellency Lerd Dunmore, and under-
went with him all the viciffitudes of fervice, ’till his junction with the army
at Staten Ifland. The Qucen’s Rangers being intended for active em-
ploy, your Excellency was pleafed to appoint your Memoralifts, on account
of their being more experienced in actual fervice, to fuperfede the gencrality
of thofe who were its officers: how far your Excellency’s favourable opinion

of them has been juftified, the fubfequent behaviour of the corps in the
‘ a Jerfies,
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Jerfies, at the battle of Brandywine, and during a varicty of fatiguing and
detail fervices on which they have been emplo,ed in e courfe of the late

« Attoched ro his Myjefty and the caufe of their country from the pureft
motives, habituatad to the fatigues of war, and ambitious of exerting them-
Zilves in iz, confident that the men they command are difciplined equal to
the important fervice of the light troops with whom they have cenftantly
ferved, and confcious that, fhould they obtain their defired rank, their con-
du@ will neither difgrace it as Gentlemen and as Officers; your me-
morialifts humbly hope that your Excellency will patronize their requeft,
and that your interceffion will induce his Majefty to look favourably on
their petiticn, and to mark his approbation of their fervices by conferring
on them the honor of enrolling with the army.”

Page 44, line 12, S afier, &Ec. S

Lt. Col. Simcoe had detailed his plan in readinefs to lay it before Sir
Henry Clinton.  The mode he meant to propofe to eflelt his junction with
the Indians was, to be landed at night, privately, at a point called the
Roundabouts, on the Rariton river, and to continue his march as rapidly
and fecretly as poffible to Eafton on the Delaware: at the fame time a
corps fhould proceed to Brunfwick, under the pretext of foraging, but in
reality to mafk the defign, and to cover the march from the troops which the
enemy had at Elizabeth town, their only corps in the Jerfies, under General
Maxwell. Lt. Col. Simcoe would have joined the Indians, probably in
three days ; and long before Gen. Sullivan’s expedition againft them.

Page 54, Line 19. Lt. Col. Simcoe veceived the following Letter from Colonel

HWurmb, commanding the Yagers.
“ MONSIEUR,

“ JENVERRAI apres un heure Le Major Brufchank et 200 hommes
vers Phillips’s houfe, et vers la pointe du jour le Capit: Wreden avec 100
hommes fur Courtland’s Ridge, qui couvrera vitre Gauche et nétre droite ;
fitdt que vous attaquez les Chaffeurs pafferont le pont et marcheront fur
la Hauteur de la Maifon, de la Veuve Babcock. Si vous vous retirez faites
les avertir par une Patrouille. J’ai ]’ honneur d’étre, &c.

A 731 le foir. « WURMB.”

Page
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Page 61, line 2. A general plan of defence wcas caleulated for the whole..

The general orders were; in cafe of alarm, the following are to be the

pofts of the different companies :

Captains M‘Rae and Kerr's companies (fuppofed to be the right) to
maintain their barrack, Capt. M'Rae’s above and Capt. Kerr’s below ftairs.

Capt. Dunlop’s company to occupy the right hand funken fleche, Capt.
Saunders the left; whichever of thofe companies gains its poft firlt, to be
divided and occupy both fleches, ’till the arrival of the other: Captain
Smith’s to occupy the funken work in front of the Artillery barrack.
The huzzars will be provided with arms, and are to gain the fleche on the
left of Capt. Smith’s, nor are they to think of their horfes ’till ordered to
get them by a field officer, or the fenior officer within the fecond abbatis,
who commands the ‘whole of the out-works and redoubt,

Captains Stevenfon and Shank’s companies to retreat on the heights to
the one tree Hill, and to alt according to emergency, retreating from if
attacked, recoiling on the enemy if they retreat, and falling on their rear
if they attempt to force the redoubt.

The grenadiers, the highlanders, and the picquet of cavalry, to join the
light infantry at their barracks.

The guards to retreat and join the firlt company under arms; if attacked
to keep up a galling fire.

All foldiers, whether officers fervants or others, whom their commanding
officers permit to lie out of their barracks, are to have their arms with them,
and to join the firft party under arms that they meet. The moft profound
filence to be kept, and the Lt. Colonel recommends it to the officers not to
fire if poflible; but of the ncceflity they muft judge themfelves: whatever
quarter is attacked, muft be defended. 'The firft officer that gets to his
company, to march to its poft. Every quarter will be fortified as foon as
poflible: every foldier muft have his poft in it: their arms muft be
arranged, and bayonets always fixed, and the doors barricaded ; when thc
barracks are finifhed, the commanding officers muft report to the Lt.

Colonel, who will infpe¢t them. The officer in the redoubt, in cafe from
a2 nece{fin
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necefity or intention the regiment fhall not join him, muﬁ maintain his
poft. If he caanor keep the plattorms, heis to difmount his cannon, and
bring them into his guard-houfc, which he is to defend, unlefs attacked
by cannon, with his life.

The oficers commanding companies will copy fuch orders as relate
to themlelves only, and inform their {ubalterns of them; and it is their duty
to afk for an explanation of fuch parts as they do not perfectly underftand,
both in this and all other fituations :—no foldier, or non-commiflioned
oheer, to be acquainted with thefe orders.

Page 77, line 11, His imprifinment, e, &e.

Lz Col. Simcoe had many providential efcapes. Marrener prevented
« boy from bayoneting him, as he lay fenfelefs on the ground, faying <« let
* him alonc the rafcal is dead enough;” and another perfon regretted that
ine had not fhot him through the head, which he would have done had he
known him to be a Colonel, but he thought < all Colonels wore lace.” The
fenfations which he felt as he gradually awakened into recollection, and
heard diftant thouts and fcattered firing, and faw what hands he had fallen
into; and, when recovering more perfectly, his fituation, and all his pro-
icflional hopes rufhed at once upon his mind, are better felt than
defcribed. He had other dangers to furmount, the populace were driven
to fury by the death of Capt. Vorhees; and he was fhewn a letter from a
field officer of the Jerfey militia, in which was the following paragraph:
“ It was intended to bring Col. Simcoe to Capt. Vorhee’s grave, to fhew
* him the cruelty of his people, but I could not anfiver it.” The foldiers,
who had been taken, were with difficulty preferved by Mr. Clarkfon, Mr.
Morris (who bled Lt. Col. Simcoe) and other gentlemen, from affaffination =
and Governor Levingfton, after making ¢ a little harangue,” as he termed

it, to the populace, thought it neceflary to give to Lt. Col. Simcoe the
following written protection.

* THE Governor being informed, that fome
peogle have a defign to abufe and infult Lt, Colonel Simcoe, a Britith
captive, and wounded in a fkirmith that happened this day, between
our militia and the Britith horfe ; though the Governer is not inclined to

believe
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believe a report that would infer fo great a difgracc upon the people of this
State, as that of the leaft inclination of rcvenge againft a wounded enemy
in our power; yet to prevent the execution oi any fuch attempt, it is his
cxprefs orders to treat the faid officer accerding to the rules of war, known
and practifed among all civilized naticns; and as it is his defire to be
carried to Brunfwick, it is his further orders, that no moleftation be given
to him in his being carried thither, and that, while there, he be treated with
that humanity which the United States of America have always obferved

towards their prifoners.

« WILLIAM LIVINGSTON.”
Brunfwick Landing, 2d O&. 1779.

“ N. B. Mr. Alexander Kellock having come with a flag, as a furgeon,,
to take care of Colonel Simcoe and a Serjeant, and alfo Edward Heifernon,

his fervant, are to attend him unmelefted.
« WILLIAM LIVINGSTON.”

It would be unjuft not to mention that fome people cof Brunfwick, to
whom Lt. Ccl. Simcoe, when Captain of grenadiers, had it in his power
to be of fervice, remembered the protetion, and in arms volunteered to
affift Major Navius in preferving him from infult. It is with great pleafure
Lt. Col. Simcoe has preferved the following letter, which he received from
Lt. Wilfon.

Richmond, O&. 28, 1779.

“ YESTERDAY, and part of the day before, there was
nothing but the picture of diftrefs in every countenance; but this morning
the foldiers are fhouting “ the father of the Rangers is alive:” in fhort,
nothing can exceed the joy which appears in the countenance of officers
and foldiers, and prayers for your {fpeedy recovery; but none can poflibly

be more fincere than thofe of, &c.
«“J. WILSON.”

On the 28th Lt. Col. Simcoe was removed on parole to Borden town,
to a tavern kept by Col. Hoogland of the Jerfey militia, by whom he was
treated with great civility. The principal people of Borden town were
very violent, in particular Meflrs. Borden and Kirkbride. Lt. Colonel
Simcoe, in the fon of the former, recollected the officer whofe life, as men-

tioned
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tioned in the 3oth page, line 28, he had probably faved; and the cir-
cumflances were fo well known that the fact was acknowledged ; but this
did not contribute to leflen the illiberal treatment he met with, and the
umbrage which the inhabitants took at feeing him and Mr. Kellock walk
about was fuch, that he foon confined himf{elf to the houfe.

Colonel Lee had written to offer Lt. Col. Simcoe pecuniary afliftance; as
Lt. Campbell, of the 74th regiment, who was on parole at Prince town, had
kindlv {upplied him, he had declined the acceptance of Col. Lee’s civility.

There were many reports {pread of Lt. Col. Simcoe’s cruelties ; and fome
rebcl juftices were anxious for affidavits to fupport them; but the dire&
contrary was the cafe; many of their party in Penfylvania offering to give
ample teftimony of Lt. Col. Simcoe’s humanity, and fpeaking moft favour-
ably of his conduct, while in that province.

On the 6th of November he received the following letter from Col. Lee.

“ Srir, Monmouth, 6th Nov. 1779.

“ 1 AM happy to hear by your polite reply, to an offer
dictated by the feelings of man for man, that you had already been fupplied
in cath by the friendfhip of a brother officer, fhould you hereafter ftand in
need of that article, I affure myfelf, you will not fuffer your want to continue
iong.  From fome infinuations I have heard, and from a paragraph in the
laft Trenton gazette, I apprehend your local fituation not the moft agreeable :
—perhaps you may with a remove; of courfe muft addrefs the Governor ;
being employed in a fimilar line by our refpective Generals; it may not be
amifs to appeal to me, fhould his Excellency require contradition to the
reports propagated prejudicial to your character. Iam a ftranger to what
officer the barbarities exercifed on fome captured militia in Buck’s county,
Penfylvania, can be truly attributed. 1 have never heard yourfelf declared
as the author, and am led to believe you was not prefent : the unhappy

{acrifice of Capt. Vorhee’s in the late enterprize, I am told, took place after
you fell. ’

“ Your treatment of one of my dragoons, who fell into your hands laft
campaign, was truly generous, and then made an impreffion on my mind
which
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which it ftill retains.  Anxious to prevent injuftice being done to the un-
fortunate, I have been particular in this letter, though I pleafe myfeif in
prefuming that it will be unneceffary.  Your moft obedient humble fervang
« H. LEE, Jux”

Lt. Cul. Simcoe made his acknowledgments to Col. Lec, and 1n regard
to the affair at the Billet, informed him, that he planned the attack on
General Lacy; but that no cruelties whatcver were committed by the
Queen’s Rangers.  On the 7th of November, Governor Levingfton came to
Borden town; from his converfation Lt. Col. Simcoe had hopes of an im-
mediate exchange: he was therefore much furprized the next evening, on
the arrival of a militia party conducting Col. Billop of the Loyal militia of
Staten ifland, to be accofted by the Serjeant who commanded 1it, and in-
formed that he was a prifoner, and muft be confined, and marched the nex-
morning to Burlington jail.  Col. Hoogland with great liumanity interfered,
and, upon their paroles, carried Coloncls Billop and Simcoe 1n his own
light waggon to Burlington the next morning. Mr. Kellock who accon:.
panied them thither, returned, as he muft have aifo been confined, vwhich
Lt. Col. Simcoe by no means would permit. Lt. Col. Simcoe anrd- his
fervaﬁtr: ‘Gill, who had come from Staten ifland, were confined, and no
perfon was admitted to fpeak to them. Col. Billop was treated as the
following mittimus directed, and rcceived at the fame time a letter from
Boudinot, the Commiffary of Prifoners.

 To the Keeper of the Common Jail for the County of Buritizton. Giecting.

« YOU are hereby commanded to receive into your cufiodr,
the body of Col. Chriftopher Billop, prifoner of war, herewith delivered to
you, and having put irons on his hands and feet, you are to chain him down
to the floor, in a clofe room, in the faid jail; and there fo detain him, giving
him bread and water only for his food, until you reccive further orders from
me, or the commiffary of Prifoners for the State of New Jerfey, for the time
being. Given under my hand at Elizabeth town, this 6th day of Nov. 1579.

« ELISHA BOUDINOT, Com. Prif. New Jerfey.”

“ S1R,
« SORRY I am that I have been put under the difagrecablc

neceflity of a treatment towards your perfon that will prove fo irkfome to
you; but retaliation is directed, and it will, I moft fincerely hope, be in
vour
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Lour power to relieve yourfelf from the fituation by writing to New York,
t» procure the relaxation of the fufferings of John Lefhier, and Captain
“Iathaniel Randal. It {:ms, nothing thort of retaliation will teach Britons

to act like men of humanity. I am, fir, vour mott humble fervant,
« ELISHA BOUDINOT,
Elizabeth Town, Nov. 6, 1779. ¢« Com. State Prifoners.”

<« Col. Chriftopher Biliop, Burlington.”

John Lefhier had murdered a Loyalift, whom he had waylaid, and, in
the room of being inftantly executed as a murdcerer, and as he deferved,
was confined in irons. Nathaniel Randal was the fkipper of a veflel, being
a private militia man he was not permitted his parole, which indulgence
is only extended to officers.  Col. Billop, who was to retaliate for thefe
people, was a gentleman of moft excellent character, and confiderable
property ; who, in the Houfe of Affembly, where he had a feat, had
uniformly oppefed thofe meafures which led to a rupture with Great-
Britain ; and, on the breaking out of the war, had accepted of the com-
miflion of Colone! of the Staten ifland militia : {o that nothing could poflibly
fuggeft to Boudinot the reflection he made on the national humanity, but
that he could do it with impunity; and that it did not mifbecome his
birth and extraction, being the fon of a low Frenchman, who kept an ale-
Loufe at Prince town.  His brother has been Prefident of Congrefs.

‘There were two foldiers of the guards in Burlington jail, they had been
taken prifoners in Pennfylvania, and confined in Fort Frederick, from
whence they had made their efcape; but being re-taken, were imprifoned.
'They had no provifions allowed them, but depended upon the precarious
charity of a few friends, for fubfiftance. Lt. Col. Simcoe reprefented their
fituation to the Sheriff, which their emaciated appearance fully confirmed ;
in confequence, they were thortly after removed from Burlington.

Col. Lee ftill continued his generous attention; and to the utmoft of his
power fupported the requeft which Lt. Col. Simcoe had made, to be per-
mitted to go on parole to Staten ifland, as the following letter will evince.

“ SIr, Monmouth, 14th Nov. 1779.

“ I HAVE received an an{wer from Governor Livingfton to my
tetter of requeft, in your behalf. I was very particular in my addrefs, and,
although I cannot congratulate myfelf on its full fuccefs, I flatter myfelf it

will
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will lead to the completion of your withes. The following is an extrait
from the Governor’s letter :—< Col. Simcoe's treatment by this ftate is not
founded on his character. We think it our indifpenfible duty to retalite
the enemy’s {everity to fome of our citizens in New York; but that fuch
treatment fhould, however, happen to be exercifed on a perfon of whom you
entertain fo favourable an opinion, (befides the difagrecablenefs of fuch
meafures at any time), is particularly afflictive to, &c. &cc. &c.”

“ From the above declaration I prefume, that your parole may be pro-
cured in a few days, if any expectation can be held out to the executive
power of the State, tending t a liberation of any one of her citizens in
New York.

“ Perhaps your prefence with Sir Henry Clinton might effet an alteration
in the meafures complained of, and a fyfiem ot perfect liberality might be
eftablifhed in future: it you will permit me to declare your determination
on this point, and, if it an{fwers my expectation, I will do myfelf the pleafure
of waiting on the Govegnor in perfon, to attempt the full fettlement of the
unhappy bufinefs. I have, as yet, no reply from Mr. Boudinot, though his
ftation does not promife much fervice, and therefore his opinion will be
very unimportant. I have the honor to be, &c.

“ H. LEE, Jun.”

Lt. Col. Simcoz anfwered Col. Lee’s letter, and in that part which re-
ferred to the liberation of Randal, or Fitzrandolph, he aflured Col. Lec,
« that if that perfon had acted without a commiflion, as it was reported, and
his opinion was afked by Sir Henry Clinton, it would be immediately to
cxecute him, though he, on his return from Staten ifland, fhould fuffer the
fame fate by a retaliation, to ufe the Governor’s phrafe.”

Governor Livingfton gave the following anfwer to Lt. Col. Simcoc’s
letter, demanding to know what perfons would be received in exchange for
him, and requefting his parole to Staten ifland.

“SIR, Mount Holly, Nov. 1oth, 1779.

«“ 1 HAVE received your letter, without date. Your con-
finement, and the order relative to Col. Billop, is in confequence of the
advice of the Privy Council; ’till they refcind their refolve, I am not at
liberty to deviate fromit: I hope, however, that you will not be difagreeably
fituated, except as to the confinement. The exchange propofed for you anl

b Colonel
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Col. Billop (which is Col. Reynolds, Mr. Fitzrandolph, Lefhier, and Jackfon,
and as many other privates as will make it equal) has, I {uppole, before this
time reached New York. If you are not foon releafed, it will be the fault
of the Britith. Tor my part, I heartily wifh it may be effected in the
{peedieft manner, and not only for the fake of our citizens in captivity at
New York, but alfo from fentiments of humanity towards Col. Billop and
yourfelf, as I am not gratified by the fufferings of any man; and I am furc
the Governor does not, and fully perfuaded the Council do not harbour any
perfonal refentment againft Col. Billop. Unfortunately for that gentleman,
the treatment of fome of our citizens in New York, has induced this State
to confider retaliation their indifpenfible duty, and it is his particular mif-
fortune to be in our pofleflion at this melancholy junéture.

“ Refpecting your requeft of going to Staten ifland on your parole,
I hope yvour cxchange will be negociated without it; and, for that purpofe,
any of your letters on that fubject fhall be chearfully tranfinitted to New
York, by fir, your humble fervant,
“ WILLIAM LIVINGSTON.

“ P.S. In anfwer to Dr. Kellock’s letter, defiring to attend you as
sSurgeon, I have acquainted him that there is no objection, provided he
confents to be confined with you.”

“ Lt. Col. Simcoe of the Queen’s Rangers.”

“ S1r,
“ I HAVE juft now the honor of receiving your letter; T am
forry you will not permit me to go to Staten ifland, to negociate mine and
Col. Billop’s exchange.

“ Ifhall embrace an opportunity of writing to New York; but I muft
ﬁr.(t beg. to be acquainted, whether Mr. Randolph is or is not a Captain? he
being ftiled fuch in M. Boudinot’s letter to Col. Billop.

“ I'amalfo to beg, you will pleafe to inform me for whom I am to re-
taliate, or for what I am confined? fuch ufage being moft unprecedented.

“ Asyou are pleafed to obferve that no private refentment is harboured
againft Col. Billop, I with to know whether there be any againft me,

“ I thould be happy to have an carly anfwer, and am, fir,
“ your humble fervant,

Burlington Goal, Nov. 1oth, 1779. «“ J. G. SIMCOE.
«“P. S.
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s P. S, Tam not well acquainted with thefe marii1s, i I conceive the
prefent propofition to be what laft year General Wathingoon refufed to eve
change General Burgoyne's army on, when made by Sir Henry Chioong
and I thould be glad to know the ranks of thoe people, with thc numoer
of privates, neceflary to compleat them to Coi. Biliop’s rank.”

“ S1R, Mount H-ilv, r1th Movemicr, 1779,

«“ I HAVE juft now reccived your letter o yefterday's date.

« As the particular mode of exchanging Jvmerican for Ziitifh prifoncrs
will, I prefume, not be infifted upon by =ir Henry Clinten, in the prefint
cafe; I hope no difference about his i£xcellency Gen. Wathingron and hin
will retard the effect of the prefent propofition, and it was for that very
reafon, if I rightly apprehended you, that you preferred your being con-
fidered as a prifoner to this Statc.

« Mr. Fitzrandolph is no officer in our militia, but, neverthelefs, of [
refpectable a character that we are univerfally folicitous for his relcafe; and,
though a gentleman of the ftricteft honor, has been treated with the greateft
indignity by your fuperiors.

“ The reft of the perfons propofed for exchange, fave Col. Reynolds, are
alfo privates.  As to the additional number of privates neceflary to make
the exchange equal in confideration of vour and Col. Billop’s rank, it muft
be determined by military ufage; which it will be eafy for the two Com-
miflaries to adjuft, and no reafonable caufe of obftruction will, I hope,
originate from that fource.

“ You alfo afk me for whom you are retaliated upon, and for what you
arc confined? fuch ufage being, as you are pleafed to obferve, moft un-
precedented.  Confidering, fir, that the confinement of our citizens, both
officers and privates, when prifoners with the enemy, has been as uni-
formly directed as if it had been a matter of courfe, it ought not to appear
wonderful, fhould we adopt the {fame mode of treatment, even without any
view to retaliate; the precedent being fet by our adverfaries without the
leaft pretence on their part of retaliating upon us.  But when fuch meafures
are ordered by us for the exprefs and fole purpofe of relicving our fuffering
fubjects, the impartial world muft approve, and humanity itfelf, from theic
tendency to procure milder treatment, in the final refult, be conftrained to
applaud them. Superadd to this, your counteracting the exprefs terms of

b2 your
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your parole at Borden town (I would wifh to believe rather from your mif-

conftrution than determinate defign to violate it), and your having been

heard to fay, that whenever you fhould apprehend yourfelf in danger of
being infulted by the people, you thould think yourfelf at liberty to effect

your efcape (of which danger you doubtlefs intended to be judge), not to

mention that your prefent fituation is your beft fecurity againft all popular
violence, in cafe there were any grounds for fuch apprehenfion; and, I doubt

not, you will, on cooler reflection, find no reafon to charge the ftep in queftion

with any unneceffary feverity.

« To your queftion, whether private refentment is harboured againft you ?
I anfver fir, that public bodies are not actuated by private refentment;
but the actions of individuals of a publick nature, fuch as cruelty to pri-
foners, may neverthelefs properly occafion towards fuch individuals a line
of condudt, very different from what 1s obferved towards thofe of an op-
puite character, and this, with as little colour for complaining of perfonal
refentment as of the civil magiftrates punithing a publick offender; but as
no fuch charge has been proved (though many have been alledged againft
vou), I have no reafon to think that fuch reports have influenced this
Government in the meafures hitherto directed, concerning you.

“ The negociating the exchange of prifoners being, by our law, entirely
committed to the Commiffary (though the Governor is authorized to
fuperiatend their treatment), you will be pleafed, fir, in your future cor-
refpondence on that fubject to be referred to him; I do not mean by this
to difcourage you from making any neceflary applications to, fir,

“ your moft humble fervant,
“ WILLIAM LIVINGSTON.”

‘“ S1R,

“ 1 MUST beg of you to forward the inclofed packet to Sir
Heanry Clinton,

“ 1 was pleafed that I had fallen into the hands of the State of New
Jerley, rather than into that of the Continental army, folely from the re-
liance I had on the affurances you gave me, that I probably fhould be ex-

1 3 vy N 1 3
changed ina few days, naming to me Colonels Reynolds or Hendrickfon,
as the likely perfons.

“ Inever heard of a Lt. Colenel’s being taken from his parole, and
confined



A P PENDTIX

confined in a common goal, becaufe a private centinel was imprifoned ;
and am at a lofs, in fuch treatment, to find the meaning of retaliation.

“ You cannot furce yourfeli to belicve, fir, that T ever harboured a
thought of violating my parole; although the principle of honor be very
imperfectly felt among common people, no man, even in that clafs, would
break his word, or fufpect that a Britith officer dare do it, ware he not
himfelf divefted of all probity.

“ I conceived at Borden town, that I was at liberty to walk in its environs,
according to military ufage, for my health: Col. Hoogland, whom I con-
fulted, was of the fame opinion; I never exceeded a mile, and confined
myfelf to my houfe when I found it was difagrecable.  There being fome
difhiculty in procuring a guard for my protection when at Rariton landing,
I publickly told Major Navius, that if my life <vas attacked and I was not
protected, I fhould think myfelf at liberty to efcape, in the propricty of
which he acquiefced : I never mentioned, fir, nor meant, in cafe I was
infulted ; many infults I have met with, which as they deferved, 1 have
treated with contempt. I fhould not have afked whether private refent-
ment was harboured againft me, had not you written, fir, that ncither you
or the council harboured any perfonal refentment againft Colonel Billop ;
that gentleman’s fufferinzs, and my own confinement, I muft {till conceive
to be moft fevere and unprecedented. Iam to obferve, fir, that I never
complained of perfonal refentment; I was far from thinking I had any
reafon to apprchend it; but it 1s my duty to obtain as explicit reafons as
you choofe to give, for my fuperiors to judge why I am treated contrary
to the laws of arms and humanity.

 In regard to the news-paper, and popular fabrications of crucity alledged
againft me, I thould treat them with contempt, had not you becn pleafed
to take notice of them: fuch imputations, fir, will not faften on me; my
charaéter is not in the power of thofe who wifh to injure it, and the molt
unexceptionable evidence is neceilary to prove, that the charactenftick of
cowardice diftinguithes my conduct. My employment gave me the curiory
pofleflion, the momentary charge of prifoners; and cruelty 1s contrary to
my nature, my education, and my obedience to my orders. My private
affairs calling me to Staten ifland, my application was made to you, fir,

on that confidcration. _
« 1T il
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<« T ftill truft you will intercede to obtain me that permiflion; and,if I do
not effet my exchange, I fhall return to prifon with the fatisfaction of

having fettled my private bufinefs. I have the honor to be, fir, &c.
« J. G. SIMCOE.”

Lt. Col. Simcoe enclofed the correfpondence he had held with Governor
Livingfton to Sir Henry Clinton in the following letter, which was open
and forwarded by the Governor to New York.

“ SIR,

« GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON having promifed me to
forward to your Excellency my letters; I take the carlieft opportunity of
acquainting you with my late and prefent fituation.

¢« The refult of my incurfion your Excellency is acquainted with, and
I have only to obferve, that it was neither the valour of my enemies, or the
leaft inattention of my party, that occafioned my being made a prifoner ;
but it is to be attributed to the moft uncommon and malicious fortune.

« My life was preferved by the eagernefs with which, as Thave been
informed, I was plundered when in a ftate of infenfibility, and afterwards
by the humanity of Mr. Morris.

“ A Capt. Vorhees was killed by the detachment in its return, after I
was taken; his relations {feemed to the Governor fo determined to revenge
his dcath by my deftruction, that he gave me a written protection; and
afterwards directed Major Navius, who treated me with great humanity,
perfonally to prevent any injuries that might be offered to me. 1 was re-
moved to Burden Town on my parole, until the gth, when I was taken
from 1t, and clofe confined in Burlington goal.

“ As my commitment exprefled no reafon for this trecatment, I wrote
to Governor Livingfton on the fubje&t, and enclofe to your Excellency
the correfpondence.

¢ I'look upon my prefent fituation as moft particularly unfortunate,

“« My private affairs called for my greateft attention, and having procured
your Excellency’s leave, I had great profpect of fuccefs in them.,

“ Itruft, fir, that having obtained your recommendation near a twelve

months fince for promotion, you will ftill patronize the application you then
honoured with your approbation.

« MY
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« My fair fame has been ftruck ar, and cruelty, the attribute of fear, has
been imputed to me in the public prints, and induftrioufly propagated by
ignorant, defigning, and cowardly pcople.

« My honeft ambition has been moft feverely difappointed; and I am
doomed to pafs the flower of my youth in a goal with criminals, when my
ftate of health, affe@ted by my fall, leads to an imbecility of mind, that will
not permit to me the confolations refulting from my liberal education : yet,
fhould I even be doomed obfcurely to perith in the quickfand of deceit
and calumny, with which I am now furrounded, it is my duty to expect,
that no further ungenerous advantage may be permitted to the adverfary,
who, trampling on the refpect due to his own adherents, and prefuming cn
the attention your Excellency may be inclined to pay to my fituation, may
think to offer, without impunity, fome further infult to the Britith fervice,
the liberal cuftoms of war, and to the honour of my country.

“ Of my propofed exchange you, fir, arc the beft judge.

« Governor Livingfton obferved to me, that I was the more likely to be
immediately exchanged by being a prifoner of the State of New Jerfey,
than if I had been taken by the Continental army. I acquiefced in his
opinion; not then concetving how much the field oincers, who fight under
the banners of this State, are depreciated in its cftimation.

«« There is one hope near, very near to my heart, which 1s, that your
Excellency will patronize my corps, and employ it in the fame line as if I
was prefent ; its reputation would be the greateft comtort 1 could receive
in a fituation that excludes me from participating in its danger and its glory.

«« Colonel Billop was confined, from his parole given to the Continental
army, the fame day with me; and that moft refpectable and amiable gen-
tleman fuffers according to the cnclofed mittimus;—I fubioin to your
Excellency his parole, and M. Boudinot’s letter to hiruen his coafinement.

“ For my own part, fir, I with for no retol":tion that may ahiect the
rights which the cuftom of war allows to individuals of rank, in order to
{often the horrors of it. I am obliged to write at inccrvals; or I thould,
before now, have fought an opportunity of tranfmitting an account of my
fituation to your Excellency, of wifhing you every perfonal and public
fuccefs you can defire, and of fubfcribing - felf your moft obedient,

“ and moft humolc fervant,
 « 1.G.SINICOLY
In
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In the preceding letter Lt. Col. Simcoe made the fulleft difplay poffible
of his miferable fituation, purpofely to give greater force to his contempt
of all perfonal confequences. At this period he had been informed, by fome
fricnds who were anxious for his fafety, that if Lt. Hele, of the navy (who
was then at Philadelphia a prifoner, in order to undergo whatfoever might
befall Cunningham, imprifoned for piracy in England) fhould die, and he
was dangeroufly ill, Lt. Col. Simcoe was talked of by the rcbels as a proper
fubftitute for that oflicer: and this information was, in forne meafure, con-
firmed by the littde artention which the Governer and Council paid to the
preiling application of the friends of thofe officers of the Jerfey militia, who
were prifoners in New York, and whofce exchange was reafonably fuppofed
to depend upon that of Colonels Billop and Simcoe. A few days after thefe
Ictters had been forwarded to Sir Henry Clinton, Lt. Col. Simcoe was re-
moved from the room he had hitherto inhabited, at midnight, into that of
the felons: he then determined, in cafe of any intelligence of Cunningham’s
cxecution arriving at Philadelphia, inflantly to make his efcape; and he
had found means to have received the carlielt notice of this event. There
were many DBritifh foldiers, prifoners of war, at work in the neighbourhood ;
his idea was to get eight or ten of them to affemble at a given place ; M'Gill
bl already conferred with a Serjeant of the 17th infantry, to whom the
higheft offers would have been held out in cafe of neceflity.  The carbines
of Colonel L.cc’s dragoons and their ammunition were in the jail ;—there
vwas confined, a bold and daring man of the name of Bloxam; he had
been the armourer of one of his Majefty’s fhips. MGill got an impreffion
of the key of the room where Lec's arms were, and, with the aid of Bloxam,
a falfc one was made of pewter: with this, as foon as Lt. Col. Simcoe was
lct~out of his room, the jailer one morning entrufting M¢Gill with that
oilice, being himfelf indifpofed, they opencd the armory, faw the carbines,
md that they were fit for fervice, and locked the door, when the key broke
in 1t.—Thefe were the moft anxious moments Lt. Col. Simcoe ever under-
went; Af the jailer had come up flairs, it is probable Bloxam or M<Gill
“'Olild have bttn cxecuted ; and a party of Col. Lee’s were every moment

| : 0, fcovered into the lock ; and Col. Lee’s people, on
their arnm!, found no dificulty in opening it.  Another Key was made,
and ibe efcape was determined on, aad probably would have taken place if
neceffary :
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neceflary : the plan was to furprize a party of Col. Lee’s, who lay about ten
miles off, and to take their horfes and proceed to Sandy-hool\:'; and this,
it was hoped, might have been cfected by ftealth rather than violence.
M<Gill offered to perfonate Lt. Col. Simcoe and remain behind in his bed,
if it could facilitate his efcape.

Lt. Col. Simcoe enclofed to Governor Livinufton a letter he received
from Major André, propofing his being admitted on his parole to New
York, the fame indulgence being granted the rebel Coloncl Baylor to
Virginia; Lt. Colonel Simcoe informed the Governor that « he had re-
“ ceived this propofal, General Sir Henry Clinton fuppofing that he was
“ on his parole, and not knowing that he was treatcd as a criminal.”—To
this Governor Livingfton returned the following anfwer.

“ Sir, Mount Hollv, Nov. 2gth, 1780.

“ I RECEIVED vour letter without date laft night; this is
the fecond time I have remarked that omiffion, what you mean by being
ufed like a criminal I am at a lofs to determine, if you refer to your im-
prifonment; our own people have received fimilar treatment from the
Britifh in numerous inftances ; Mr. Fitzrandolph, one of our citizens, who
is propofed to be exchanged for you and Col. Billop, is at this very time
ufed in the fame manner, and is no more a criminal than any man that
1s not fo.

« If Sir Henry Clinton will agree to any exchange, I cannot {ce why he
thould cbject to the one propofed ; and, confidering that one of thofe we
want to have liberated is in goal, and that the other has been chained to the
floor for above four months, there is the higheft reafon for this State to infift
upon it, if he is againft all exchange whatfoever, to him, fir, you muft
alcribe the prolongation of your durance.

“ That we confider your reputation with the Britifh troops and your
intended voyage to Europe, as two circumftances that will probably ex-
pedite the relief of our fuffering citizens, you will be pleafed to impute
(though you may regret, asI really do my{elf, your perfonal difappointment)
to my fidelity to thofe for whofe liberty it is my duty to be anxious. Con-
fidering that they, though for many months in captivity, have never been
indulged to return home on parole to procure their final releafe ; and that

we cannot conceive, how your going to New York thould facilitate General
C Clinton’s
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Clinton’s acceding to our propofal, there is no probability of the Council’s
adopting that meafure, I am, fir, your moft humble fervant,

« WILLIAM LIVINGSTON.”

“ SIR,
« T HAVE received your letter of the 2g9th of November, and

am to apologize to you for the unpolite, though accidental omiffion, of my
not dating the letter which it anfwers.

« I conceive mylelf treated as a criminal ; the cuftom of civilized nations
allows a parole of honour to ofhicers, but not to private centinels: as fuch
Mr. Fitzrandolph’s confinement is an anfual matter, therefore it does not
confer any difgrace or hardthip upon him, but what was incident to his
employment ; his ftation is allowed by yourfelf in the claim you make for
mune and Col. Billop’s releafe.

“ I do conceive, fir, that when it was propofed that Col. Billop and I
fhould be exchanged for Lt. Col. Reynolds, and as many privates as make
up the difference of rank between a Colonel and a private centinel, that
neither did you or the Council ferioufly imagine it could be accepted of.

“ I know of no officer in the Britith army who, confiftent with his duty,
could apply, or with for, fo difproportionate a mode of exchange; the pro-
pofal is ungencrous to your prifoners, nor do I conceive that your own field
officers, or thofe whom you rank cqual with them, will confider it as in-
tended to expedite their return from captivity. My ftate of health and
expectations of returning to Europz, I prefumed might have fome little
weight with my enemy, if he was a gencrous one; it never entered into my
thoughts, that thefe matters of mere private concern could be fwollen into
a public one, or becoming fuch, could be fuppofed in the leaft particular
to mfluence my conduct.

““ The reputation, you are pleafed to obferve, that I have with the Britith
troops, I hope you will do me the juftice to believe, it has been my endeavour
to acquire by doing my duty to the beft of my power; the principle of
which is ftill the fame, whether 1 am actively employed in the field, or
fuffering an ungencrous and unmerited confinement in prifon. My going
to New York would moft certainly not in the leaft facilitate Sir Henry
Clinton’s acceding to a propofal, that was it in his power to agree to, it
would never be in my inclination to folicit: the exchange I mentioned
would, I thoughr, if accepted of, anfwer cvery purpofe that you have held
ou: as your intentions.

{1 The



A PP LENDI X

* The indulgence of my parcle to New York, is what has been extended
to Colonels Reynolds, Potter, &oc. your prifesers.
« Agreeable to my duty I fhall forward Major André’s letter, and make
application to General Vvathington, T have the honour to be your
“ moft obedient humble fervant,

« J. G. SIMCOE.

“ As foon as I can find a proper convenience I fhall, by your leave, fend
to procure winter cloathing, wine, &c. from Staten ifland, if I am not
permitted to go there.”

Lt. Col. Simcoe had forwarded to Governor Livingfton a propofal for
exchange of prifoners with the ftate of New Jerfey, alchough all exchange
between the Britith and Continental troops was totally at 2 ftand; this pro-
pofal was formed on the ufual principle of rank for rank, and kindly per-
mitted by Sir Henry Clinton to expedite Lt. Col. Simcoe’s exchangze.

Lt. Col. Simcoe enclofed copies of the preceding letters to Major Andr?,
and obferved ina letter to him, “a few evenings ago I was taken from my
bed, and moved into a room which had been occupied by felons for months,
and placed among their filth, and clofely locked up; this was by order of
Mr. Read, Secretary to the Council, and at a time when the Governor held
out to me a profpect of exchange, which, ’tll that moment, I did nor
fufpec to be delufory:”

Thefe letters were fent unfealed, to be forwarded by Governor Livingfton.

The propofal Governor Livingfton alluded to, he knew had never been
made; in purfuance of his plan Lt. Col. Simcoe addrefled himfelf to
General Wathington in the following letter, preparatory to an application
which he meant, in cafe it thould pafs unnoticed, to prefer to the Congrefs.

“ To General Wafbington.

“ Si1R,
« 1 AM induced to lay myfelf before you, from-what I con-

ceive to be a principle of duty, and that not merely perfonal.

“ You may, perhaps, have heard, fir, of the uncommon fortune that
threw me into the hands of the Jerfey militia.

« Governor Livingfton told me I was a prifoner of the State, a diftin¢tion
I never’till then was acquainted with, and obferved, that it was probable I
fhould be foon exchanged as fuch, naming to me officers of fimilar rank

as the likely perfons,
c2 « I was
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« T was allowed my parole, was taken from it the gth, and have ever fince
been confnel a clofe prifoner in Burlington goal, with Col. Billop, whois
in irons ard chained to the floor, to retaliate for F. Randolph and Lefhicr,
the latter of whom is (faid to be) confined in the fame manner in New
York : my mittimus hath not exprefled what I am imprifoned for; bur,
by the tenor of Governor Livingfton’s letters, I fuppole it is to retaliate for
the former of thofe citizens, whom he allows to be a private f{oidier, and
who is fimply confined as fuch.

«« Colonel Billop joins me in my application, fir, to you for redrefs from
our unparallelled ufage.

« T apply to you, fir, either as a prifoncr of war, or as appealing to you
from an unjuftifiable ftretch of power without precedent or gencrofity.

“ I am led to confider myfelf as a prifoner of war under your authority,
from Governor Livingfton's doubts exprefled to me of his having the
difpofal of me; from his correfpondence with Gen. Robertfon, publifhed in
the news-papers, where he fubmits Gen. Dickinfon’s prifoners to your
difpofal, and from Col. Billop, my fellow prifoner, being taken by a party
of Continental troops, receiving his parole from Mr. Beaty, and living under
it, 'till he was taken from it by a party of militia, and by M. Boudinot’s
order confined 1n Burlington goal. .

“ He claims the protection that was firft cxrended to him from the
Continental Commiflary of prifoners.

“ I'hope, fir, you will make ufe of the power that I conceive enabled you
to transfer Col. Billop to the ftate of New Jerfey, in extending to me the
rights allowed by civilized nations, and which, without a given reafon, I
have been deprived of.

“ If, by any law T am unacquainted wizh, Tam in the power and difpofal
of Governor Livingfton, &¢. T think myfelf intitled to appeal to you, fir,
from the injuftice ufed towards me, as I cannot fuppofe there is no appli-
cation for redrefs in a cafe, which, if drawn into a precedent, muft confound
every diftinction of rank, and will aperaze ina wider circle than that of the
ftate of New Jcrfcy,

“ Governor Livinzften has offered, as he has written to me, to exchange
e for Lt. Col. Reynulds, and Col. Biilop for as many privates as make up
his r’;nlf, naming among them the people for whom Col. Billop is avowedly
reialiating,

« This
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« This propofition, I conceive, it never was fuppofed Gen. Sir Henrs
Clinton could comply with.

“ I hope, fir, ycu will do me the honour of early attending to tisis letter;
if Col. Billop only thould be claimed by thofe whofe prifoner he unqueftion-
ably appcars to be, I {hould look upon it as a fortunate event, though I thould
be doomed to wear his ignominious chains. I have the honour to be, fir,

“ your moft obedient and humble fervant,.

“ I beg leave to inclofe to you Major André’s letter, though Governor
- Livingfton, to whom I addreffed it, has pafled it by without notice ; I hope
it wiil be the means of my obtaining my paroie to New York.”

Genceral Wathington never anfwered this letter, but in a very few days
Colonels Billop and Simcoe were exchanged ; and it is to be remarked, that
foon after Congrefs paffed an act, declaring that all prifoners whatfoever,
whether taken by the Continental army or mi/it7a, {hould be abfolutcly at the
difpofal of their Commander in Chict, General Wathington, and not of the
Governors of the diflerent provinces.  Col. Hendrickfon, who was in the
Britith Commiflary’s propofals to be exchanged for Col. Billop, and had his
parole to give effect to it, arrived at Burlington on the 26th of December,
and brought the following letter from Boudinot to Lt. Col. Simcoe.

“ S1R, Elizabeth Town, 23d Dec. 1779.

« I AM happy to inform you, that there is a probability of
your being releafed from your captivity. As your difagreeable confincment
was owing entirely to the like treatment of a number of our field oilicers,
prifoners in New York, I doubt not you will endeavour to ufe sbar intluence
which an officer of youi ali/:tics muft undoubtedly have, to prevent the
neceffity of my executing orders {o repugnant to my fcclings as a man.

« T am confident your delicacy will be extremely wounded atbeing called
upon for fecurity for the performance of your parole ; this, Iaflurc you, is
not becaufe your honor is at all queftioned, but to follow a late cruel cxample
in Col. Hendrickfon; perhaps when Mr. Loring {eces the confequence of
fuch conduc, he may be led to adept a practice lefs deftiuctive of every
perfonal virtue. I have the honor to be, &c.

« E. BOUDINOT."”

M. Boudinot does not feem to have known the diftin¢tion of field

officers, as nonc of this defcription were confined at New York; Mr.
Loring
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3 orine had infifted on fecurity from Hendrickfon, becaufe feveral of the
American militia officers had broken their paroles.  Lt. Col. Simcce told
Col. Flendrickfon that it was abfurd o fuppofc he could brezk his parole
in paffing through the Jerfies to Staten ifland 5 but that he had no objection
to find furctr, provided he, Col. Hendricl:fon, would be bound for him. This
oflicer went to the Governor, and Lt. Col. Simcoe was emancipated on the
2-th of December from Burlington goal; he was {till apprehen{ive of being
detaincd, as it was reported that the perfon, from whom the paper-money
had been talen (s related in the 74th page), had appliced to the Governor
to confine him ‘'tili the money was returned, he having promifed to pay it
2t Brunfwick.  Thec promife of paying any debt, by the laws of New
England, rendered the perfon who gave it liable for the payment; but this
cuftom rad never prevailed in the Jerfies. Lt. Col. Simcoe proceeded
without moleftation, and arrived at Richmond on the j3ift: his arrival
made a hittle triumph, and the teftimonies of friendfhip and affection,
which he received from his officers, foldiers, and the loyalifts, compenfated
in a moment for all the anxiety which he had undergone.

Many projzcts, he found, had been in agitation to refcue him from
prifon; and, particularly, Lt. Wilfon had, by the affiftance of fome loyalifts
of New Jerfey, digefted onc, which appeared fo likely to fucceed, that
nothing but the dailv profpect which had been held out of his being ex-
changed, had prevented Major André, to whom it had been communicated,
from adopting it; from this defign, that, which is mentioned in the g1ft
page, partly originated.

Forty friends of Government armed themfelves, and had arrived in the
neighbeurhood of Burlington the day after Lt. Col. Simcoe was exchanged,
for the avowed purpofe of refcuing him; they came near two hundred
miles, and had provided horfes and a proper place for his retreat. Their
leader, the Prince of the woods, fo called from his knowledge of them,
whichin America are, as it were, another element, had fprained his leg; or
the refcue would have taken place, as he afterwards told Lt. Col. Simcoe,
ten days before his liberation.

At the time that Lt. Col. Simcoe landed on his incurfion, a pacquet-
boat l.ay at Sandy Hook bound for England ; fhe failed the next day, when
it being generally fuppofed that he was killed, the Commander in Chief,
it Henry Clinton, reported his death to the Secretary of State, Lord George

Germain:

v
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Germain: when Lt. Col Simcoe was at Charles Town, the General thewed
him the following paragraph in a letter which he had juft received from
Lord George Germain, in anfwer to the report which had been made of his
expedition and death: “ The lofs of {o able and gallant an officer as Colonel
¢ Simcoe is much to be lamented ; but, I hope, his mistortune will not
« damp the {pirit of the brave Loyalifts he fo often led out with fuccefs,
« His laft enterprize was certainly a very bold one; and I fhould be glad he
* had been in a fituation to be informed, that his fpirited conduct was
« approved of by the King.”

Bloxam made his efcape foon after Lt. Col. Simcoe’s exchange, and,
after a variety of adventures, when he got into Staten ifland, that officer
was gone to Charles Town. He worked in New York until his return, when
he joined him that very day on which the Queen’s Rangers made the
advance guard of General Mathews’s column 1n the Jerfies; and, at his
own requeft, being furnifhed with arms he fell in with the Queen’s Rangers,
and, to Lt. Col. Simcoe’s great regret, was killed by a canron fhot when
the corps was halted, and he was fleeping.

Lt. Col. Simcoe offered M¢Gill an annuity, or to make him Quarter-
mafter of cavalry; the latter he accepted of, as his Grandfather had been a
Captain in King William's army ; and no man ever exccuted the ofice with
greater integrity, courage and conduct.

In the charge on Brunfwick Plains, Hampton, the perfon who is men-
tioned in the 76th page, line 1c, was taken prifoner.

Marener was taken prifoner while Lt. Col. Simcoe was at Charles Town ;.
he was obnoxious to the magiftrates of New York, and probably would not
have been exchanged; but on Lt. Col. Simcoe’s explaining to the Com-
mander in Chief the obligations he was undcr to him, Sir Henry Clinton
was pleafed to let him return home on his parole.

Randal, or Fitzrandolph, was included in the exchange with Lt. Colonel
Simcoe ; he was foon after killed, as obferved in the 1ooth puge, and
probably by the Rangers.  On that day the army paffed Governor Living-
fton’s houfe; and Lt. Col. Simcoe, who commanded the rear guard, took the
moft anxious pains to preferve it from being burnt by any of the exafperated

Loyalifts ; and he happily fucceeded.
Page
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Fage 87, line 24.  Lt. Col. Simcoe commidiicated bis 1deas to General Stirling,
wwhich, as appears by bis letter in the apperdiv, met with bis full approbation.

“ Dear Sir, 3 P. M. 31t January, 1780.

« I AM favoured with yours; your ideas are great, and
would be of importance if fulfilled; as I am confident of your zeal and
capacity, I thould be forry to check them, therefore, if you fee it clearly,
fhould not ftop it.

<« T have no doubt, myfelf, of the rebels intending an attack; but I think
they can only do it in one place, the other muft be a feint. I am much of
oninion that Richmond fhould be withdrawn, as it might fall if this does,
aind the addition of your regiment would be great to us here, &c. &c.”

Page 92, line g, [77th the preparations detailed in the appendix.

They are fketched out in the following letter tran(mitted to Gen. Tryon ;
to which are added his approbation of the plan, and his good wifhes towards
the author of it, now rendered doubly valuable, as fince the compilation
ot thefe memoirs death has deprived his King and country of that officer,
fo eminently diftinguifhed for private virtues, and for his zeal in the public
eivice

«“ SiIr,

“ I BEG lcave to fubmit to you, and hope that you will com-
municate to his Lxccllency General Kniphaufen, the fervice in which I
think that the Queen’s Rangers may, from their prefent pofition, be
effentially employed.

“ I would propofe, that I thould be immediately furnithed with two
gun-boats and twenty batteaus, a water force fufficient to tranfport and
to cover the landing of three hundred infantry and fixty horfe.

“ The gun-boats fhould be {upplied with fivivels, which might occafion-
ally be transferred to the bows of the batteaus; the fmall boat already here
with a flide or carriage, on which the amuzette of the Queen’s Rangers
might be mounted; the whole fhould be moft completely equipped, in
which ftate I would always be attentive to preferve them.

“ I'would with alfo, for a floop to carry the lower frame work of three
fmall bloci. houfes, and occafionally provifions, and other articles: fhe
rmcht be under the prot-=Ction of the veflel ftationed at Billop's point,
as the batteaus voouid under that of Rickmond redoubts,

€< Il’
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* Jt would be of great fervice if the batteaus could be mounted on car-
riages, as it 1s but two miles and an half from Richmond to the South
beach, and by fuch conveyance the advantage of either tide might be ob-
tained and a movement made, with {carce a poflibility of the enemy’s being
previoufly acquainted with it; though, I fear, fuch an operation is not at
prefent in our power, I am not without hopes to be able to furnith the
means of it from the enemy’s fhore.

« The block houfes would be of effential fervice in fecuring an encamp-
ment, or ftrengthening a pofition on the cnemy’s fhore; they would
cffectually protect a re-embarkation.

« With this force, capable of moving without the obftru&ions arifing
from the combination of different fervices, the delay of waiting for orders,
and the want of fecrecy, which necefarily attends the protraéting of ope-
rations, [ doubt not but I fhould be able to protect Staten ifland; to keep
the enemy in conftant alarm from Sandy-hook to Newark bay; to force
Mr. Wathington to give up the fea coaft from Middlcton to Brunfwick, or
to protect it with Continental troops; to encourage defertion at this very
critical period, when the rebel army is moft ferioufly difcontented ; in fhort,
to exemplify and improve the advantages refulting from our fituation.

« Could more batteaus be fpared I fhould be glad; the cavalry on this
iland (the beft part of which I confider the detachment of the 17th
dragoons from their fuperior difcipline to be) being in numbers equal, and
in all other refpects fuperior, to the cavalry of Mr. Wafhington’s army
between the Delaware and Hudfon’s river, might from hence, without
more rifque than becomes the fervice, be of frequent and moft extenfive
utility.  Gen. Stirling highly approves of the plan; there are now at Rich-
mond a gun-boat, and the barge I mentioned to you; the latter I fhould
have fent round by water but had no opportunity. Ido myfelf the honour
to inclofe to you the deficiencies of each, and fhould be glad if fupplied.
I could with Major Bruen would be fo good as to have the barge valued
here by fome perfon in his department, and a reccipt given to the
Refugees, if you think proper to have it purchafed. I inclofe to your
Excellency the draught of the gun-boats conftructed by Lt. Col. Campbell,
at the Savannah; by being covered at the top they were able to pafs without
injury from the fire of fmall arms, under the boldeft bluffs ; the top opened

d occafionally
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occafionally for refrehment by means of the hinges, as defcribed in the
drawing. This addition made to our gun-boats would give them great
fecurity.

« If by this, or any other mode of operation, I could be of any fervice to
my King and country, I fhould be moft happy: the attempt, I am per-
fuaded, will meet with your Excellency’s approbation, which, as I highly
value, I fhall ever hope to deferve, being, with great refpect,

“ your Exccllency’s moft obedient,

“ and moft humble fervant,
« J. G. SIMCOE.”

“« S1r, New York, 3d May, 1780.

« I RECEIVED, with much fatisfaction, your letter, delivered
me by Capt. Beckwith. My not having the pleafure of feeing you on your
departure for the fouthward, was a difappointment to me. It was much
my defire to have teftified my readinefs to promote thofe fpirited meafures
you propofed for his Majefty’s fervice; and, though circumflances have
deprived me of that gratification, permit me to affure you, I moft fincerely
wifh you, in your career of glory, every honourable (uccefs your merit, fpirit,
and zcal, entitle you to. I am &ec. &c.

“ Lt. Col. Simcoe.” « W. TRYON.”

Page 98, line 16.  Lt. Col. Simcoe bad colle&ed Jecretly through the thickets
npon theiy fank.

It was at this moment that a guide, as it appears in the proceedings of a
court-martial, in the unhappy difpute between two officers of the guards,
brought an order to Lt. Col. Simcoe, ¢ to march into the road,” from which
(by the extending of his line) he was diftant three hundred yards; and
on his replying, « he could take no orders from a guide,” Gen. Matthews
fcnt Col. Howard (now Earl Suffolk) to repeat them. This note is
mfertefi merely to fay that it was no pertinacious adherence to form; but
his being occupied in the attempt to cut off a party of the enemy, which
occafioned Lt. Col. Simcoe’s reply to the guide, and which, if an officer
had brought the order, he would at once have feen and reported to the
Gf:ncral, whom the intervening thickets prevented from the obfervation
of what was tranfaQing on his left.

Page
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Page 103, line 17.  Some circumflances relotive to Major André's unfortunate
attempt will be more fully detailed in the appendiv.

Upon the firft intimation of Major André's detention, Lt. Col. Simcoe,
by letter, defired Lt. Col. Crofbic to inform the Commander in Chicf,
“ that 1f therc was any poflibility of refcuing him, he and the Queen’s
“ Rangers were ready to attempt it, not doubting to fucceed in whatever a
« fimilar force could effect.” At the fame time, he fent out perfons to
watch the road between Wathington’s camp and Philadelphia; for he rea-
foncd, that without the concurrence of Congrefs that General would not pro-
ceed to extremities, and that probably he would fend Major André to Phila-
delphia, in which cafe he might poflibly be retaken upon the road thither.

Lt. Col. Simcoe wrote to Col. Lee, of whofe generous temper he had
perfonally received fo many proofs, to procure an interview with him,
oftenfibly for the exchange of prifoners, but really to converfe with him
relative to Major André. That officer penetrated his views, and returned
the following anfwer.

“ SIR, Light Camp, O&. 2, 1780.
« I WILL attend to the relcafe and return of Jeremiah Owens.

“ Be affured no time will be loft in the tranfaction of this bufinefs.

* Qur perfonal feelings are perfectly reciprocal, and I embrace, with
peculiar pleafure, the overture of a meeting.

« My expectation of moving daily, will not allow me to fix on the time
at prefent.

« Qur next ftation, I hope, will be opportune to both of us, when I will
do myfelf the honor of notifying to you my readinefs.

<« Be pleafed to accept my beft withes, and for Heaven’s fake omit in
future your expreflions of obligations conferred by me; as my knowledge
of your charaéter confirms my affurance, that a fimilar vifit of fortune to e,
will produce every poflible attention from you.

« Tam happy in telling you, that there is a probability of Major André’s

being reftored to his country, and the cuftoms of war being fully fatisfied.
¢« T have the honour to be, &c.

« HENRY LEE.

dz « Since



A PPENDTIX

« Since writing the foregoing, I find that Sir Henry Clin.ton's offers have
not come up to what was expected, and that this hour is fixed for the
cxecution of the fentence.

« How cold the friendfhip of thofe high in power!”

Lt. Col. Simcoe in his anfwer faid:

« T AM at a lofs to exprefs myfelf on the latter paragraphs of your
letter; I have long accuftomed myfelf to be filent, or to {peak the language
of the heart. The ufelefs murder of Major André would almoft, was it
poffible, annihilate that with which, confentancous to the ideas of our
fovercign, and the government of Great Britain, has ever operated on the
officers of the Britith army, the wifh of a reconciliation and fpeedy re-union
with their revolted fellow fubjects in America.

« Sir Henry Clinton has the warmeft feelings for thofe under his com-
mand, and was ready to have granted for Major André’s exchange, whatever
ought to have been afked.

« Though every defire that I had formed to think, in fome inftances,
favourably of thofe who could urge, or of him who could permit the
murder of this moft virtuous and accomplifhed gentleman, be now totally
cradicated ; I muft ftill {fubfcribe myfelf with great perfonal refpect, fir,

« your moft obedient and obliged fervant,

« J. G. SIMCOE."

There were no offers whatfoever made by Sir Henry Clinton; amongft
fome letters which pafled on this unfortunate event, a paper was {lid in
without fignature, but in the hand writing of Hamilton, Wathington’s
fecretary; faying, “that the only way to fave André was to give up
“ Arnold.” Major André was murdered upon private not public con-
fiderations. It bore not with it the ftamp of juftice; for there was not an
officer in the Britifh army whofe duty it would not have been, had any of
the American Generals offered to quit the fervice of Congrefs, to have

negociated to receive them; fo that this execution could not, by example,
have prevented the repetition of the fame offence.

It may appear, that from this change of drefs, &c. he came under the
de.fcnptl.on ofa fpy; but when it {hall be confidered « againtt his ftipulation,
“ intention and knowledge,” he became abfolutely a prifoner, and was

forced
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forced to change his drefs for felf-prefervation, it may fafely be aflerted,
that no European general would on this pretext have had his blood upon his
head. He fell a facrifice to that which was expedient, not to that which
was juft: what was fuppofed to be ufeful fuperfeded what would have been
generous ; and though, by imprudently carrying papers about him, he gave
a colour to thofe, who endeavoured to feperate Great Britain from America,
to prefs for his death; yet an open and elevated mind would have tound
greater {atisfaction in the obligations it might have laid on“the army of
his opponents, than in carrying into execution a ufclefs and unnecceflary
vengeance.

It has been faid, that not only the French party from their cuftomary
policy, but Mr. Wafhington’s perfonal enemies urged him on, contrary to
his inclinations, to render him unpopular if he executed Major Andre, or
fufpected if he pardoned him.

In the length of the war, for what one generous action has Mr. Wathing-
ton been celebrated ? what honourable fentiment ever fell from his lips
which can invalidate the belicf, that furrounded with difhcultics and ignorant
in whom to confide, he meanly fheltered himfelf under the opinions of his
officers and the Congrefs, in perpetrating his own previous determination ?
and, in perfect conformity to his interefted ambition, which crowned with
fuccefs beyond human calculation in 1783, to ufe his own expreflion,  bid
« a laft farewell to the cares of office, and all the employments of public
« life,” to refume them at this moment (1787) as Prefident of the American
Convention? Had Sir Henry Clinton, whofe whole behaviour in his public
difappointment, and moft aflicting of private fituations, united the fenfi-
bility of the Friend, with the magnanimity of the General, had he poffefled
a particle of the malignity which, in this tranfaction, was exhibited by the
American, many of the principal inhabitants of Carolina then in confine-
ment, on the cleareft proof for the violation of the law of nations, would
have been adjudged to the death they had merited.

The papers which Congre(s publifhed, relative to Major Andrés death,
will remain an eternal monument of the principles of that heroicl: oflicer;
and, when fortunc fhall no longer glofs over her fading pancgyrick, will
cnable pofterity to pafs judgment on the character of Wathington.

Page
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Page 104, line v5. At this time L1, Col. Simcoe vecapitulated fome of b.l'.o’ 1deas
(relative o feizing Billing's port) by the letter which 15 in the appendix.

« THE prefent {yftem of war feems to aim princip_all}.r at ftriking at
the refources of the rebels, and in confequence by incapacitating them from
remitting the produce of their country to foreign markcts., to render th.em
a burden to the powers of Europe who are confederate with them againtt
‘Great Britain. N ]

« A poft on the Delaware would be of utility to this end'; and the
fituation of Billing’s port, peculiarly adapted for this purpofe, ftrikes me fo
forcibly that I truft your Excellency will pardon my particularizing fome of
its features, and a few of its many advantages.

« The ground is an entire flat; it is not commanded; the rebels had
begun a large work there, which they left unfinithed when Sir William
Howe took poficflion of Philadelphia.  On our evacuation of that city Mr.
Mifflin pointed out to them the neceflity of refuming and completing the
tortification ; the opening of the chevaux du frize 1s made clofe under
the bold bluft, which terminates the terre-plein towards the water: this,
with the other chevaux du frize above, would be turned much to our
advantage. A fufficient water force to prevent any fhipping or gallies
trom commanding the river above, and which in fome refpeét fhould be
moveable, would be requifite: perhaps a tranfport or two on the eftablith-
ment of the Margery, a tranfport of the garrifon armed with cannonades,
a few gallies and gun-boats, would accomplith every wifh’d for end.

« The work to be ereted thould be calculated at leaft for three hundred
regular troops to defend, to which fhould be added three hundred light
troops, habituated to make incurfions, &c. &c.

“ It feems probable that an expedition will fooner or later be formed
for Virginia ; the troops intended for this fervice might be landed, fortify,
and leave a garrifon at Billing's poit ia a few cays, carrying with them
trame works for bemb proots, &c. from New York, vhich might be given
cut to be intended for Portfmouth, or fome poft in Virginia. The advan-
tages refulting from the pofleflion of this port, weuld be an entire ftop of
the trade of the Declwvare, probably the driving the Congrels from Phila-
delphia, or by a very little exertion of policy, being in early poffeflion of
their moft ficret refolutions and intentions; it would encourage defertion,
particularly that of the thipbuilders in Philudc!phis,

<« TO
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“ To befiege this garrifon while the river is open will be a matter of great
difficulty ; the road from Staten ifland to Trent town being fo much nearer
than a retreat from Billing’s port to that pafs, and the Delaware being al-
moft every where too wide for a bridge of boats, or for batteries raifed upon
each fhore effectually to command a retrcat.  The place might be invefted
by the Jerfey militia; they are not numcrous, or to be feared, and would
foon be difarmed by a proper mixture of conciliatory and vigorous meafures.

¢« The officer commanding the port fhould, if it could be contrived,
have the command alfo of the water forces; at leaft not a boat thould be
permitted to land without his concurrence.  Tae garrifon fhould purchate
what frefh provifions might be allowed them, and fthould never be placed
in a fituation to commit unmilitary depredations.

¢ I doubt not but that a thoufand advantages and difadvantages refulting
from this poft muft ftrike your Excellency’s comprehenfive views, which
do not appecar to my partial one. If,‘:ztm_y future time, although I am not
willing to be wedded to a redoubt, your Excellency fhould feize on this poft,
I thould be very ready to ftake on its defence, or itslofs from the mo:t
inevitable reafons, every hope that I have of military preferment, and of being
efteemed a faithful and honourable fervant of my King and Country.”

It is probable that had not circumftances prevented Sir Heary Clinton
from purfuing the plan of operations which he had intended, in the courfe
of them Billing’s port would have attralted his attention.

Page 125,line 23.  Cupt. Stevenforn’s bumanity <was alarined, and the lrtters,
which are in the appendix, paffed betweeir Li. Col. Simcse and Colsic! Parker &
they prevented all further lad confequen cs.

“ SR, Portfmouth, Sunday, March 4, 1731.

« I DO myfelf the honour of enclofing to you Caprain
Stevenfon’s juftification of Mr. Gregory in your fervice; andam to affure
you, what the ties of humanity fummon me to declare, that Capt. Stevenfon
mentioned to me, fome hours before it was known that the gun-boat was
tiken, the fictitious letter you found among his papers; at a diftance the
matter appeared in a ludicrous light; as it may otherwifc probably lead to
ferious confequences, I folemnly confirm the truth of Capt. Stevenfon’s

explanation of the affair; and add, upon the facred honour of a foldier and
a gen-
<
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a gentleman,_that I have no reafon to believe or fufpect that Mr. Gregory
is otherwife than a firm adherent of the French King, and of the Congrefs.
« | have the honor to be, fir, &c.

« To Colonel Parker.” J. G. SIMCOLEL.”

« Col. Simcoe,
« SiR,

« THE honor of a foldier I ever hold facred, and am happy
that you are called on by motives of humanity to acquit General Gregory.
As to my own opinion, I believe you: but as the management of this delicate
matter is left to my fuperiors, I have forwarded the letter you honoured me
with to Baron Steuben, who I truft will view it in the fame manner I do.

¢« I have the honor to be, fir, &c.
March 5, 1781. « J. PARKER, Col.”

Page 133, line 25, General Phillips affed Lt. Col. Simcoe, wwhen be waited upon
bim tonake bis report, boze many men would it require to defend York towon 2

This converfation is dwelt upon in the journal in order to fet in its proper
light a paflage in a letter from Sir Henry Clinton to Lord Cornwallis— I
“ confefs I could not conccive you would require above four thoufand in a
“ ftation where General Arnold had reprefented to me, (upon report of
“ Colonel Simcoe), that two thoufand men would be amply fufficient.”

General Arnold was fecond in command, fo that no particular report was
made to him; but he was prefent at ehe converfation which paffed between
Lt. Col. Simcoe and Gencral Phillips.

Poge 145, line 20. Lt. Cil. Simcoe, while at 1 oflover, veceived a letter
Srom Gereral Lee,

“ Dear Sig, March 3d, 1%81.

“ I'ROM the liberality of mind which you are univerfally
allowed to be blefled with, I have little doubt but that what I am about to
offer to your confideration will be favourably received —but I muft firft pre-
mife that, whatfoever fome flaming zealots in the Britifh army may infift to
the contrary, it is very poflible that feveral who embarked on this fide in
the prefent conteft were very good Englifhmen, and I can venture to affert
that I am one of this ftamp—for I confidered, that had the Miniftry fuc-
<ceded in their fcheme of cftablifhing the principle of taxing America with-

out
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out her confent, the liberties of Great Britain would that inftang have been
annthilated in effect, though the form might have remained. For as the
pecuniary influence of the Crown was already enormoufly too great, fo pro-
digious an additional weight thrown into the preponderating feale muft
fink to utter ruin every part of the Empire—on the other hand I will venture
to afert, notwithftanding all that fome of the flaming fanoticts on this fide
may pleafe to affume, that it is the intcreft of every gocd Amecrican that
Great Britain fhould ever be a great, powerful, and opulent nation—but
the meafure the ought to puifue, in my idea, to obtain and fecure this
power, opulence, and greatnefs, I eannot at prefent with propricty explain ;
but I can with propriety point out fome which fhe ought not to purfue.
For inftance, her Generals and Commanders ought not to fuffer, or con-
nive at by impunity, the little dirty piratical plundering of individuals—
fuch proceedings can only tend to widen the breach alrcady, to the misfor-
tunc of both parties, much too wide, by fouring men’s minds into a ftate of
irreconciliable refentment : in fhort, it is diametrically repugnant, not only
to the honor, but the true intereft and policy of Great Britian, abftracted
from all confiderations of the cruelty and inhumanity towards very worthy
families. Butto be juft, I really believe that moft, if not all of thefe flagitious
fcandalous acts are committed unknown to the Englith General and Com-
modore, as from the air and garb of the robbers they have not the ap-
pearance of being legally commithioned.—This, my dear fir, is the main
purpofe of my letter, which I write ,as a good Englifhman, as a good
American, and asa gentleman atdrefling himfelf to another of whom he
has a very high opinion; and I have no doubt but that you will exert all
your power and influence to punifh and put an cnd to fuch abominable
practices.

I have nothing to add, but to entreat that whatever letters I may fend in
you will convey fafely to my relations.—There 1s indeed one other favour
I requeft; which is, that you will by the firft opportunity aflure Sir Henry
Clinton, General Robinfon, and General Leflie, of my perfonal refpect and
efteem, and I beg you will remember me kindly to General Phillips :—But
above all, I entreat you will believe me to be,

“ moft fincerely, your’s,

«“ CHARLES LEE.”
< Page
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Page 156, line 6. In the middle of the day a patrole from Lt. Col. Tarleion,
who vas on the oppofite fide of the Rivana, communicated wilhy bius.

In Col. Tarleton’s hiftory of the campaigns in the fouthern Provinces, pub-
lithed fince the completion of this Journal, there is the following paragraph :

« If the diftance would have allowed Lt. Col. Simcoe to fend a fmall
« party of huzzars to inform the corps at Charlotteville of the flight of the
« Americans, Lt. Col. Tarleton might have becn in time to harrafs Baron
 Steuben’s progrefs, whilft Lt. Col. Simcoe would have prefled him in the
« rear; and a combination of this fort would, inall probability, have ruined
« that body of new levies: but the diftance of thirty-five miles in an
“ enemy’s country, and the uncertainty of Tarleton’s fuccefs, perhaps repre-
“ fented fuch a co-operation as teo {peculative and precarious.”

It appears that Lt. Col. Tarleton marched from Charlotteville towards the
Point of Fork nearly at the time that Lt. Col. Simcoe arrived there; had that
officer fent a patrole to Lt. Col. Tarleton, the whole of the intelligence it
could have conveyed to him would have been, that the Baron Steuben, with
a far more confiderable force than had been apprchended, had croffed a
rapid, broad, unfordable river, was in pofleflion of all the boats, and en-
campced upon itsbanks: but Lt. Col. Simcoe moft affuredly could not have
ordered Lt. Col. Tarlcton immediately to join him, to purfue the Baron
with any probability of fuccefs ; and, without an abfolutc certainty, he could
not have taken the liberty of breaking through Earl Cornwallis's exprefs
orders of rejoining him, without delay, at Goochland Court-houfe, and
of marching away with all his light troops to a confiderable diftance. But
there was a total impofiibility of pafling the river; it was not fordable for
many miles, and the combination, Lt. Col. Tarleton talks of, was abfolutely
impracticable. He obferves, that the diftance from Charlotteville was
thirty-five miles, which would have been too great, had the river been
fordable ;' but the uncertainty of his fuccefs could be no impediment
as, at any rate, there was no enemy to oppofe him, and kis march was eafily
to be traced ; nor could thefe reafons « reprefent fuch co-operation as
“ fpeculative and precarious,” at leaft to Lt. Col. Simcoe, as the idea never
once entered his mind, and he was much furprized when he faw it in L.
Col. Tarleton’s campaigns, as 'till then he never had heard it fuggefted.

Page
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Page 166, line 28. It was reported, and not without probalility, that a patrole
of the eneiny met with this party on the road, wheve it wwas natural to expect
Lord Cornwallis’s army, and took it _for his advance guardy and that this belicf
prevented them from venewing the atlack.

In Lt. Col. Tarleton’s hiftory is the following paffage: ¢« The movement
“ of Lt. Col. Tarleton from his advance poft in the morning was a favour-
« able incident for the Americans; for if the legion foraging party under
¢ Capt. Ogilvie, who accidentally approached the flank of the rifle-men,
“ could produce hefitation and aftonithment, the charge of the whole
“ cavalry muft have confiderably affifted Lt. Col. Simcoe, whofe judicious
“ conduct obliged Col. Butler to fall back upon Gen. Wayne, before the
“ arrival of the infantry from Williamfburg, or the dragoons from Burrel’s ;
“ the lofs in this affair was nearly equal, except that the Britith took fome
« prifoners.”

It is not to be doubted, but that Lt. Col. Simcoe would have been happy
to have been affifted by Lt. Col. Tarleton and his cavalry, and would have
employed him to the beft of his power; but the ground was fuch that the
cavalry could not have been properly rifked in an attack, otherwife than
what Capt. Shank accomplifhed, or adventured in the purfuit, as the enemy
fled through thick woods which led to a ravine, beyond which M. Fayette’s

army drew up in force.

The approach of Capt. Ogilvie was not of the lcaft fervice to the Rangers,
as it was at too great a diftance to affift their attack; nor could any
movement from William{burg have been in time fufficient to have preferved
the troops under Lt. Col. Simcoe, who owed their prefervation as much to
their own exertions as if there had not been another Britith foldier in Virginia.
Upon the firft repulfe of the enemy, it was Lt. Col. Simcoe’s bufinefs to
retire, and this he inftantly effected.

Capt. Ewald, who fince the war has publithed fome military obferva-
tions in Germany, has propofed to thofe who may be in fimilar circum-
ftances, Lt. Col. Simcoe’s conduct as a proper example; he affirms, that
had he purfued he would have been cut off.

Infantry might have been of fervice in following the enemy through the

wood, to the brink of the Ravine.
€2 Page
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Page 176, line 9. The climate, the fickly flate and condition of the corps, as
: more fully detailed in the appendix.

Lt. Col. Simcoc had reprefented this to Sir Henry Clinton, in the follow-
g letter.

« T DO myfclf the honor of writing to your Excellency by the prefent
opportunity, and of making fuch reprefentation of the Queen’s Rangers
as I think to be my indifpenfible duty. The infantry are much reduced in
numbers by defertion, the confequence of their compofition, opportunities,
unremitting fatigues, and by decath; while thole remaining are much
fhattered in point of conftitution: the cavalry are admirably mounted,
but more than halfare without accoutrements, or any arms, but fuch as we
have taken from an ill-appointed enemy. The arms and accoutrements,
which [ apprehend had been intended for Capt. Cooke’s troop, werce {ent by
the Infpector to Lord Cornwallis, who gave them to the legion, for whom he
had made the application. In this fituation, without timc to difcipline,
and without proper arms, Iam obliged to truft more to fortune than I have
cver found neceflary, and that againft an enemy who is improving every day.

« My duty thereforc leads me to hope, that, as we have been already
embarked for New York, that your Excellency, fhould any troops be
ordered there, will be pleafed to direct the Queen’s Rangers to be fent
among the firlt, with, or if that cannot be done, without their horfes; as
that 1s the only place where the corps can be recruited. Your Excellency
will, Tam fure, be confident, that no private view dictates this application ;
and belicve, that all climates and f{ervices, where I can be ufeful, are in-
different to me.”

Lt. Col. Simcoe had been direted by the Commander in Chief to com-
municate with him, and to give him fuch informntion from time to time
as he thought might be for the good of the fervice, while he was under
the command of Gen. Arnold; and he had always moft ftrongly reprefented
the great importance of pofleffing a fmall naval force on the Carratuck inlet,
both to fecure a retreat and to connet the operations of Virginia with thofe
of Carolina: he had been an eye-witnefs, that the naval force ftationed in
the Chefapeak bay, by no means blocked it up, or prevented the enemy’s
veflels from going in or out at their pleafure.

In
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In this letter he added :—

“ I take this opportunity of enclofing to your Excellency two fketches,
taken amonglt the papers of the Marquis de la Fayctte.  The road from
Philadelphia to Kent ifland is accuratcly delineated; and, fhould veur Ex-
cellency, as I hope, vifit Philadelphia in your way to this colony, points out
the facility of croffling the Ifthmus, and the confequence of Kent ifland,
where I have long thought a poft would be cf great effect, to give an afylum
to the diftreffed friends of Government, and by the ftation of a few cruizers
effeccually to block up the Chefapeak, which cannot or has not hitherto
been done.”

It was natural for Lt. Col. Simcoc to fix his mind on thofe operations,
which he had reafon to expect would be undertaken on the upper part of
the Chefapeak ; the country of the affociated Loyalifts.

This wifh to return to New York was confiderably ftrengthened by the
belicf, that the fea voyage would greatly amend the health of the foldiers,
and by his hopes that they might be of public utility in their convalelcent
ftate, if the General and Admiral would have confented to have entrufted
his friend, Capt. Thomas Graves and himfelf, with a flying fquadron, to
have carried on that mode of war which would have been feverely felt by
the enemy; the keeping their coafts in conftant alarm, from Bofton to
Virginia, and the following and deftroying their fhipping in their innume-
rable {maller harbours. The fatal cvent at York town terminated thefe
views, and Lt. Col. Simcoe’s fervices. His friend, Capt. Thomas Graves,
was more fortunate: he was appointed to the frigate La Magicicnne, which
he manned at a confiderable private expence ; but with a difinterefted {pirit
truly becoming the Britith officer, declined taking pofleflion of ber, while
in the command of a line of battle thip, he thought, he could be more ufeful
to his country, and that honourable fervice was to be met with in the Weft
Indies or America: and when he accepted of the frigate, being employed
on convoys, he fell in with the Sybil T'rench frigate of fuperior force to
himfelf, doubly manned, and commanded by an officer of diftinguithed
character. Their cngagement was rendered memorable, by their being
locked clofe to each other for near two hours, with cvery /fuil jt, by the
carnage on board the Britith thip, excceding what in {imilar numbers is to
be met with in the annals of the late war, and by the circumftance, that

when
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when Capt. Graves had filenced the fire of his opponent, thef maﬁs of the
La Magicicnne fell overboard, and fortune deprived him of his prize and of
all, but the glory of having deferved it.

Page 177, line 20.  Earl Cormwallis in a conveyfation with Lt. Col. Simcoe
afked bim, < wehether be thought that be conld ¢fcape with the cavalry 2" be
anfwered bis Lordfbip, « without the finallc/t doubt.”

The great outline which Lt. Col. Simcoe laid down as the means by
which he could efcape, was to march ftrait up the country ’till fuch time
as he had arrived parallel to the fords of the Sufquehana; leaving it un-
certain whether he meant to proceed to Carolina or Pennfylvania; he then
would have crofled towards the Sufquehana, directing his march {o as to en-
deavour to releafc the Convention army, or to imprefs the enemy with a
belief that {fuch was his intention, if it fhould appecar impracticable: when,
being above the fords of the Delaware, he would have paffed that river, and
proceeded towards Staten ifland or New York; by that route which would
have been moft feafible.

For fome time previous to Earl Cornwallis's queftion, Lt. Col. Simcoe
had formed the idea of efcaping with his cavalry, and fuch men as could
have been mounted, in thort the whole of his corps; and he had acquired
a moft perfet knowledge of the different fords, and formed for himfelf a
regular plan.  Capt. Ewald faw him one day looking over Xenophon, and
immediately faid, * My Colonel, you are going to retreat ; for God’s fake
« do not leave the yagers behind you.” Thofe who are not acquainted with
the American country and its internal fituation, would look upon fuch an at-
tempt as chimerical ; but a confideration of circumftances might alter their
opinion. The whole of the enemy’s force was concentrated at York town ;
their cavalry confifted of the Duke of Lauzun’s legion, ill-mounted, few in
numbers, and unacquainted with the country and the genius of the war;
no ferious interruption or purfuit could be expected from them; fuch a
corps as four or five hundred men were exactly calculated for the attempt.
A fingle plantation would have furnithed them with fufficient provifions and
forage; the rapidity of their march would prevent any predetermined oppo-

{ition ; and, as the party proceeded, horfes could be accumulated to remount
thofe which might be difabled.

The
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The country was fufficiently loyal to give the beft intclligence; much
could have been procured by muvans of the Negroes, and thefe people, if
properly managed, might have been of infinite fervice as auxiliaries; they
are brave, excellent horfemen, mafters of the fword, capable of fatigue and
exertion in the hotteft weather, and would have been tremendous in a purfuir,

The compofition of the Queen’s Rangers fuited it for any enterprize; the
huzzars had been practifed in fwimming their horfes, and the native Ame-
ricans and emigrants were expert in whatever migit facilitate the pafiage of
rivers, or prevent an enemy from cftecting it.  There were no troops be-
tween New York and Virginia, and if the militia were called out to guard
the principal fords (as was reported) it was with a view to ftop an army,
and not a light corps, whofe march would be directed far above the

line they were dcftined to occupy, and to points with which they were
unacquainted.-

Page 180, line 13.  His Lovdfbip was pleafed to exprefs biinfelf favourably in
vegavd 1o the fiheme, but faid be could nst poymit it to b undeviaken, for that
the whele of the aymy muft fluaic one fate.

The Rangers, from their many voyages, on board of half-manned tran{-
ports, and from their officers encouraging them to afliit in the working of
the veflels, were become fo ready and expert at fea, that in a periodical
production which ftated the number of the troops taken at York town, 1t
was not {urprizing that the Queer’s Rangers were remarked as, all failors.

Upon Capt. Palmer’s fuccefs, Lt. Col. Simcoe had taken the liberty of
fuggefting, « that by fitting out all the fmall craft as fire veflels, and driving
« the French thips from the river in the night, two thoufand men, which
« the boats would carry, might efcape to the Maryland fhore :” his Lord-
thip replied, * he faw no daylight in that mode of efcape.”

The duty and confequent principles of a {ubordinate officer and a com-
mander in chief are as different and diftinct as limited views and univerfal
ones can poflibly make them : the inferior officer has only to perform any fer-
vice he may be ordered on, and to be ready for thofe which are moft hazar-
dous, while the commander in chicf weighs the propriety of any meafure, fees
it in all its lights and relations, and determines accordingly ; and the greater
alacrity which his troops fhew to execute his defigns, the more valuable they
become ; and cannot fail ftrongly toin tereft a noble mind in their pre-

fervation,
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{ervation: And this principle Earl Cornwallis, w.hcn he ﬁ{rrcndfzred York
town to the prodigious fuperiority of force combined againft hl.m,. gene-
roufly exprefled in the following terms:  our numbers had been diminifhed
¢ by the enemy’s fire; but particularly by ficknefs, and the ﬁrength and
« {pirits of thofc in the works were much exhaufted by the fatlgue of con-
« ftant watching and unremitting duty. Under all thefe circumftances, I
« thought it would have been wanton and inhuman to the laft degree, to
« facrifice the lives of this fmall body of gallant foldiers, who had ever
« behaved with fo much fidelity and courage, by cxpofing them to an
« affault, which, from the numbers and precautions of the enemy, could
« not fail to fucceed.”

Page 183, linc 20. Lt Gol. Simcoe, whofe exchange Goverinent bad procured
Jrom Dr. Franklin.

Lt. Col. Simcoe has always thought himfelf under the higheft obligations
to his Majefty’s Miniters for this mark of attention; the terms on which
he was exchanged are here inferted, verbatim, from Dr. Franklin’s dif-
charge: ¢ Being informed by William Hodgfon, Efq. Chairman of the
« Committee of Subfcribers for the relief of American Prifoners in Eng-
« land, of the benevolent and humane treatment lately received by the faid
« prifoners in confequence of orders from the prefent Britith Minifters;
«¢ and that the faid Minifters earneftly defire, that Lt. Col. Simcoe, a pri-
« foner on parole to the United States of America, fhould be releafed from
“ his faid parole; and being further of opinion, that meeting the Britith
« Government in acts of benevolence, is agreeable to the difpofition and
intention of the Congrefs: I do hereby, as far as in my power may lie,
¢ abfolve the parole of the faid Lt. Col. Simcoe; but on this condition,
« that an order be obtained for the difcharge of fome officer of equal rank,
who being a prifoner to the Englifh in America, fhall be named by the
Congrefs, or by Gen. Wathington for that purpofe, and that three copies
of fuch order be tranfmitted to me. Given at Pafly, this 14th of
« January 1783. B. FRANKLIN, Minifter Plenipotentiary

« from the United States of America
« at the Court of France.”

This feems a proper place to relate, that Capt, Agnew of the Queen’s
Rangers, who had been fo fevercly wounded at the battle of Brandywine,

as
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as to render him unable to unliroo the duties of the corps in the field,
had embarked for Virginia, of vhich he was a native at the time General
Leflic went to that province;—his father, Mr. Agnew, Chaplain of the
Qucen’s Rangers, Captains Parker and Blair, Loyalifts, who had joined
Earl Dunmore on the firft revolt of Virginia, and other gentlemen, fziled
on the fame cxpedition. They followed the movements of Gen. Leflie
into Carclina; and, Gen. Arnold having taken poffeflion of Pertfmouth, were
returning to that place on board of the Romulus, when that fhip was cap-
tured by a French fquadron.

The following letters will explain their confequent fituation; and ex-
emplify fome of thofe acts of benevolence agrecable to the intention and
difpofition of the Congrefs, as mentioned by Dr. Franklin in his preceding
letter.

“ DEar SirR,

« FORTUNE, I truft, at Iaft has put it in my power to inform
you of our unhappy and wretched captivity. You may remember General
Wafhington’s vifit to the French fleet; itis from that peried I date the
commencement of our misfortunes laft {pring; when, being informed of
the prifoners taken in the Romulus, a diftintion was made between
the gentlemen of the fhip, and the officers paflengers for the army in
Virginia, viz. Captains james Parker, Blair, Agnew, my father, and Mr.
Cramond. Some of the above gentlemen were formerly his old acquain-
tances. From the knowledge thefe gentlemen had of the colony, and the
French and American opcrations being {o foon to take place there, Mr.Wath-
ington’s conduct can be eafily accounted for; as a demand was foon after
made cf us, which we were informed of by Congrels.  The Irench, either
thinking it improper to give up their prifoners to the Americans, or having
other views relative to us, refufed the demand; but at the fame t me -on-
{ented to treat us in the manner I am to inform you of.  We werc imme-
diately feparated from our friends, and embarked on board the frigate La
Hermione, (as we underftood,) for I'rance; having a letter from the Major
d’Efcadre, informing us we fhould be fent to France. The Hermione,
on the contrary, was bound to Bofton, where we foon after arrived, and
were re-embarked on board La Concorde, ftill thinking ourfelves on our
way to France ; but, to our great furprize, foon learnt that the thip was for

f St. Domingo,



A PPEDNDTIX

St. Dominzo, and that we were to be confined there. We arrived the 6th
of July; a room in the common prifon was prepared for us; but, by the
humanity of the Captain of the La Concorde, we were prevented going
to the prifon, and were fhut up in an hofpiral, in hot cells, near four
months.—\s the French and American operations took place in Virginia,
fo the time of our deliverance approached; and we were, (to fulfill the
Major’s letter,) embarked on board of difterent fhips, armed en Flute,
for France, the 23d of Oftober.—Qur paflage was difmal.——L’Union,
a 64 gun thip, on board of which was Capt. Parker, foundered at
{ea, the crew being happily faved. La Senfible, in which was Mr.
Blair, has never been heard of fince; the fhip, on board of which
were my father and myfelf, having loft the ufe of her rudder in a ftorm,
lay a wreck twenty-four hours. However, fir, we have efcaped all, to be
more barbaroufly treated in France.—The 6th of December we arrived at
Breft; we were landed, and immediately carried to a place of confinement,
where we found two officers of the §6th, of the Tobago capitulation. Breft
not »:a: a place for keeping prifoners, and the Commandant, probably
not knowing of Mr. Blair’s abfence, fent the next morning an order to
conduct the five officers from St. Domingo to Dinant Caftle. The order
being indifcriminate, and the two Tobago gentlemen coming in the fame
ficet, they were inftantly taken and carried oft with Capt. Parker, my father,
and felf, to Dinant.  Whether this is a miftake at Breft, or not, I cannot
know; for, as the original reaflon for treating us five with fuch feverity
cannot now exift, and having heard we were regarded as hoftages for
French officers, that were, or had been, in the hands of Admiral Arbuthnot,
our prefent misfortunes my arife from other caufes than the primitive, as
we are now actually regarded as prifoners of ftate to France: the above,
whether intentional or accidental, had one happy tendency, which is that
Mr. Cramond I hope, is, in England.—We were put into a large vault or
dungcon in Dinant Caftle,where we remained in the moft wretched fituation,
until we found means to acquaint the Commandant of Bretagne of our
fituation, who has been humane enough, for fuch I muft call it, to remove
us to St. Maloes Caflle, where we now are, fhut clofe up as prifoners of
ftate; baving feen the orders fent to the Count De Guion for that purpofe.
—lamafraid thereis fome fecret reafon for our treatment, that I cannotdivine;

for
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fr no nation, Ibelieve, admires the virtue of loyalty and firmnefsmore than tl.¢
French.—I am indebted to ftratagem for the conveyance of this; by the famc
means, [ have written to the Minifter, being deprived of pen, ink, and paper,
and probably may not have another chance; Itruft, fhould my letter to Lord
George Germaine mifcarry, that Col. Simcoe will ufe thofe means his
judgement will beft point out to inforim our friends at home of our fituation.

¢« Suffer me, Col. Simcoe, to recommend to your humane and tender
fenfibility an aged and beloved parent: thar, fhould the ftand in nced of
your kind attention or advice, fhe may always have it in her power to have
recourfe to a friend '—But oh God! who knows, perhaps fhe at this mo-
ment, from anindependant affluence, is reduced, by the viciflitudes of

the times, to penury !'——DMy heart, afllicted with the misfortunes of our
family, can no more—— Your’s, &c.

St. Maloes Caftle, 26th Feb. 1782. « STAIR AGNEW.”

« My pear CoLONEL, Caen, 2oth Auguft, 1582.

« APPREHENSIVE my letters do not reach you, as I have
never had the honour of hearing from you fince in France, and now having
a private opportunity, I fend you in part duplicates of thofe letters which 1
have wrote you, and which will beft tend to inform you of our fituation.—
Your being in England is a circumftance the moft happy for us, being con-
vinced at laft we have a friend. I hope this will not be fubjected to any
infpection, and confequently fhall endeavour to be as particular to you as
poffible, relative to our prefent fituation.

« It is to the Duke of Harcourt, Governor of the province of Normandy,
we are indebted for our parole here, and the prefent indulgences we enjoy ;
hearing of our fituation in the caftle of St. Maloes, the victims of policy,
he moft readily interefted himfelt with the Minifter in our bebalf, and
through his remarkable attention and politenefs has much alleviated our
misfortunes. He has not been lefs afliduous in endeavouring to exchange
us; but alas! his powers are not cqual to his good inclination. Le Mar-
quis de Caftries has referred him to thc American Minifter, and has
informed him it was at the inftance of America we were detained in France.
1 have the honor of tranfmitting to you the letter of Mr. Franklin in anfwer
to the Marquis de Caftries on this fubject.

f2 Pafly,
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Pafly, 2d April, 1782.

« T HAVE received the letter your Excellency did me the honor of
writing to me, relating to Meflrs. Agnew, father and fon, and Capt. Parker,
Englithmen prifoners, taken in America, and brought to France.—I know

gt N ) o .
nothing of thole perfons, or of the circumftances that might induce the
& R
Deleontes of Viroinia to defire their detentien, no account of them from
that State being come to my hands, nor have I received any orders or in-
{trusticns from the Congrels concerning them. 1 therefore cannot pro-
perly make any oppofition to their being permitted to refide at Caen on
their parole of honer, or to their being exchanged in pur{uance of the cartel,
as his Iyjefty in his wifdom fl:all think proper. I am, fir, &c.
“« Signed, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

“ From this Letter we readily concluded that every obftacle was re-
moved ; and in confequence the Duke of Harcourt wrote to M. de Caftries
requefting our exchange, that we might, as Britifh oflicers, benefit ourfelves
of the cartel eftablifhed betwecn the two nations for that exprels purpofe.

“ The Duke has thewn me the anfwer of M. de Caftries to this laft
letter, and from which it appears determined to keep us in France. He
tells him, « Qu'il ne lui eft pas poflible d’y condefcendre, parceque M. de
“ la Luzerne a mandé & M. de Rochambault que le Congrés defiroit qu'ils
“ ne fuflent pas échangés, comme ¢tant des Torries dangercux dans le Sud,
“ ou ils fervoient trop bicn leur Patrie.”

“ Such is our fituation at prefent, my dear Coloncl ; nor have we a hope
of relief, but in our countiy, and your kind endeavours; if we are not de-
manded, here we remain during the war! Heavens! what a fucceffion of
melancholy viciffitudes ! I have an aged pareht at New York, who, totally
dependant on the endeavours of her hufband and an only fon, perhaps,
irom a genteel afiluence, at this moment is reduced to want! Oh God!
what do I fay ? perhaps the is no more! Such are the misfortunes at-
tendant on civil war ; and fhall we, my dear Colonel, who have facrificed
all but a natural and unalienable allegiance, fhall we not find friends who
dare reclaim us? who dare infift on our exchange? For what is there a
cartel between the two nations?  Are we not Britith officers? Are we not
French prifoners? I ever apprehended that the meaneft fervant was en-
titled to the protection of the ftate he ferved ; and fhall France, at the

inftance
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inftance of America, fhut up his Mujeity's fubjects in her dungeons and

caftles with impunity? No! fhould this happily reach you, I truft fuch

meafures will be adopted as to efic:t cur exchange agreeable to the carzel.—
¢

Surely there are French officers enough in England. Your's, &,
“ STAIR AGNEW.”

Lord George Germain had applied to the French Miniftry for the releafe
of thefe officers, previous to the arrival of Lt. Col. Simcoe in England, but
with little effect; application was made to the fucceeding Scerctaries of
State.  On the approach of peace they were exchanged @ 1t 1s moft probakle
had the war continued they would have remained prifoners ; fo farthiclly
did the Minifters of T'rance ferve the American Congrefs, and nuintain the
characier which that kingdom has acquired for ages, of trampling upon
every tie of humanity v hich interferes with Ler policy !

‘The Duke de Lauzun politely offered to procure Le. Cel. 3imcoe a paf-
fagc in the frigate he was to procced with to France: he reccived many
civilities from the American officers to whom he had been cppofid, and
Cel. Lee, by vifiting him, afforded him an opportunity of perfenally ac-
knowledging the obligation he had been under to that officer.  General
O’Hara had kindly interefted himf{elf in explaining to Earl Cornwallis how
neceflary it was for him immediatcly to proceed to New York ; and Baron
Stcuben defired to procure, through Gen. Wathington, a paflage for him
in the French frigate rcady to fail for Burope. Lt. Col. Simcoe had atked
Lt. Spencer to acknowledge his {enfe of the Baron’s civilities, and in fome
trifling points to requeft his interference; that officer had a long con-
verfation with Baron Steuben, who told him that he had heard of Lt. Col.
Tarleton’s march to Charlotteville, but not of Lt. Col. Simcoc’s to the Point
of Fork, and that he took his corps for Earl Cornwallis’s army.—Lt. Col.
Simcoe has often had occafion to mention fome of the many inftances of
Lt. Spencer’s military talents; and the following anecdote will evince the
heroic fpirit with which ke was animated, and on that account be ac-
ceptable to the readers of this journal.

At the conclufion of the American war, and previous to the evacuation of
New York by the King’s troops, Lieut. Spencer of the Queen’s Rangers,
(who was then at Philadelphia), received a letter from Major Hanger of

the Britifh legion, informing him, that Licut. H. Paymafter of that regi-
ment
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ment had abfconded ; that he had taken with him five ftandards which that
regiment had in different actions feized frqm the encmy, and that he was
fuppofed to be in Philadelphia. The Ma_Jor was pleafed to .pafs fom.c
compliments on Lt. Spencer, expreflive of the 1'dea he entertained of his
integrity and zeal for the fervice, he defired him to go t(? Mr H. well
armed, and to force him at any rate to deliver up the trophies: indeed he
faid «I am ateafe; for I am fure nothing but the lofs of your life in the
“ attempt, can prevent your getting them.” -

At feven in the evening Lt. Spencer reccived the Major’s letter ; without
lofing a moment he put a pair of piftols in his pockets, went to the fign of
the Indian Queen, where he learnt Mr. H. quartered, enquired for his
room, and was told by one of the fervants that he lodged in {fuch a number,
and was at home ; he went up, but Mr. H. was not there; he took the
liberty however of opening a fmall trunk he faw in the room; he found the
ftandards, took off his coat, waiftcoat and fhirt, wrapped them round his
body, flit up his waiftcoat behind, that he might button it, &c. came out
of the houfe and went to the inn, from which the vehicle fet off for New
York, which it did that night at eight o’clock; and the next day he de-
livered the ftandards to the Major in New York, who received them with
fingular marks of joy and proper acknowledgments.

On his road to New York, at Brunfwick, Lt. Spencer was infulted by
fome of the inhabitants; they knew him by his uniform to be one of the
cavalry of the Queen’s Rangers; of courfe concluded that he was one of
thofe who had attended Lt. Col. Simcoe in his alert at the time that gen-
tleman was taken prifoner. A fingular diflike to the Queen’s Rangers had
been occafioned by the frequent incurfions that corps had made into the
Jerfies, and particularly by the death of Capt. Vorhees, who was killed on
the return of the party under the command of Lt. Col. Simcoe : he was an
inhabitant of Brunfwick, and was to have been married the day after,
if his death had not happened.

The populace affembled (during dinner) round the houfe, hiffing and
hooting ; and had it not been for the interpofition of fome American
ofhicers, paflengers in the fame waggon, it is likely they might have pro-

ceeded to violent meafures had they laid hands on Mr. Spencer, and found
the colours as defcribed inhis poffeffion : thofe, only,

Y who are acquainted with
the vindictive {pirit of the Jerley people can know t

he fatal confequences.
Lt. Spence,
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Lt. Spencer returned immediately to Philadelphia on purpofe to give
Mr. H. every fatisfaction he m:phit require; Mr. H. waited on him and
defired immediate redrefs; Mr. S. expoftulated with him on the impro-
priety of his conduct; the hour was appointed for the mecting, but Mr,
H. cooled, was forry for what he had done, and here the matter terminated.

The following letters will conclude this appendix; they were fent to
Lt. Col. Simcoc foon after the preliminarics of the peace were divuiged in
America. The former was written by one of principal of the aflociated
Loyalifts on the upper parts of the Chefapeak, and tranimitted to Lt. Col.
Simcoe by Mr. C. Sowcrs, a Loyalift of Pennfylvania. 1t is morce eafy for
the reader to imagine than it is for him to defcribe the pleafure he has re-
ceived from thefe honourable teftimonics.

“ I HAVE the honor in behalf of the deputies of the affociated
Loyalifts in Pennfylvania, Maryland, and the lower countics on Delaware,
by their particular direction, and being fully authorized by them for that
purpofe, notw to exprefs to you the high fenfe they entertain of your political
and military conduct during the late rebellion in America. They are ata
lofs whether moft to admire your activity and gallantry in the field, or your
generous and affectionate attachment to his Majefty’s loyal fubjects in
America, and your unwearied exertions as well to promote their true
intereft, as to preferve and protect their property.

« As they have with pleafure and fatisfaction had frequent opportunitics
of {ceing your arms crowned with fuccefs, fo have they as often ¢xpericnced
the marks of your favour, attention and protection ; thefe acts have endeared
you to them, and claim their warmeft gratitude.

“ Your particular countenance to and zeal for the affociated Lovahils,
and your ready concurrence in the meafures propofed for their relicf, and
kind folicitations in their behalf, have made an impreflion on their minds,
words cannot exprefs and time only can erafe; and they have cxccedingly
to regret that the opportunity was not afforded them of evincing to the
world, under your command, the fincerity of their profeflions and their
attachment to their fovereign.

« They would deem themf{elves culpable if they did not take this oppor-
tunity to mention that your abhorrence of the pillage that too generally took

place
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place in this country, and the fuccefs that attended your vigilant exertions
to prevent it, have marked your character, and infured to you the eftcem of

all orders and ranks of good men.

« Your fudden and unexpected departure from America prevented their
paving this tribute of refpect to you perfonally, which they entreat you now
to accept, and that you will be affured  that under all c¢banges and cir-

cumftances your mame will be dear to them, and that their wifhes and
prayers will always be for your profperity and happinefs.”
Huntiggdon, July 1ft, 1783.

« \WHEN we rcfleét on your military conduct in the courfe of this war,
we,in common with others acquainted with its occurrences, cannot withold
our admiration and refpect.  But, when you rife to our minds in the re-
lation in which you ftand with us, and we view you as our leader and
companion, who not only has pointed out to us the road to military re-
putation, but has fhared in common with us its dangers and hardfhips ;
when we find, that the whole tenor of your conduct demonftrates the moft
friendly difpofition and attachment to our interefts, which, ina particular
manner, you have evinced by your unremitted afliduity and zeal, in making
known and preferring our pretenfions to our Sovereign, which has obtained
for us the moft gracious marks of his approbation, and the moft honourable
reward for our fervices: When thefe things recur to us, we feel our hearts
warmed with the generous glow of gratitude and affection.

“ We cannot omit obferving, with very particular fatisfaction, that in the

eftablithment of the corps the whole of the officers are included, and in
the ranks they refpectively bore.

“ Withing you every fuccefs in your public purfuits, and the moft perfect
domeflic happincfs, we have the honor to be, with the greateft regard,
« And moft perfect efteem,
Signed on behalf of the officers “ Your’'s &c. &c.”
of the regiment, by R. ARMSTRONG, Major,
JOHN SAUNDERS, Captain.

END OF THE APPENDIX.



LIEUT.-GENERAL SIMCOE underflanding

that the tranflation of the Duke de Liancourt’s Travels has been inuch circu-
lated, thinks it not improper to print an extralt from a letter of his to the
printer, Mr. Phillips, in anfwer to a wvery civil communication recerved
Srom him refpecting that wwork. This extral will clucidate the purport of
the communication, and at the fame time account for = Lieut.- General

Simcoe’s fpeech, on the clofing of the firfp parliament of the prevince of Uppre
Canada, being inférted in the appendix of that <coik.
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He adds a paper delivered by hiii, when he awas wei
Jor foreign fervice, to the Henorable Rufus King, miniflerfion the Uted

States.,
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EXTRACT.

Worrorp-LopGE, Fune 25th, 1799.

I FEEL myfelf highly obliged by your letter of the 19th of June, and

the more fo, as the prefs, fince the commencement of the American
war, has fathioned itfelf to the views and interefts of thofe who have ¢n-
deavoured tc deftroy the conftitution of England.

In refpeét to the fubject of your letter, I do not fee how it would be
practicable to alter, in the tranflation, what the Duke de Liancourt has
printed in his native language. The fheets before me, are, I think,
uniformly miftatements, and thofe on points (fuch as the Canada confti-
tution) where he had the fubjet matter in print. I prefume theic
errors not to be wilful. In refpet to any part of my public condud,
that will be always ready to meet difcuffion, where fuc/ difcufion is uicfui
to the public; but, I truft, our American enmity has ceafed, and I 4#osc,
that under God, I am the infirument that prevented the war between
the two countries.

If the Duke de Liancourt, on his return to Philadelphia, told the
Americans, that fhould a war commence, I faid ¢ it muift be a war of
« the purfe,” and that inftead of their attacking Niagara, ¢ I meant to
« attack Philadelphia,” his vifit (and alfo that of many others) was of
great temporary utility to the King’s fervice. But where he could pick
up the ftory of there being jifty thoufand Indians (which no American
could believe) or that they had all taken oaths to roaff and fcalp the
Americans, which many Americans would fwallow, Iam at a lofs t;,

gongceive.
On
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On the whole, let his book take its courfe in the world: if neceffary, .
I (ha'l contradi& it ; if otherwife, ftill in procefs of time my pofthumous
memoirs may ancar, and @ nichs may be referved for this very unge-~
nerous Frenchman. '

In the 240th paze the Duke mentions my boafting : 1 deteft the word,
and traft it has never infe@ed my conduct. I wifh it could be altered
to * [weaking,” or any other word. The fact is not true: Izever l?urnt
a houfe during the whole var, except founderies, gaols, and magazines ;
and in the Memoirs of the Queen’s Rangers, a few copies of which I
publithed, in one view to contraditt fuch charaéters as La Fayette
and Chaftellux, 1 expreflly remarked, page 20, “ On the return, and
¢ about two miles from Haddonfield, Major Simcoe was obferving to
¢ fome cflicers a peculiar ftrong ground, when looking back, he faw a |
¢ houfe, that he had pafled, in flames : it was too far gone for all his en-
¢ deavours to {uve 1t ; he was exceedingly hurt at the circumftance, but.
¢ neithier threats of punifthment, or offers of reward, could induce a dif-
““ covery. This was the only inftance of a diforder of this nature that
“ ever happened under his command; and he afterwards knew it was
“ not perpetrated by any of the Queen’s Rangers.” So that you fee,
Sir, my proud doafling is of a different quality from what Monfieur
Liancourt has apprehended : but moft certainly, if American avarice, .
ervy, or folly, had attempted to overrun Upper Canada, I fhould have
defended myclf by fuch meafures as Englith Generals had been accuf-
tomed to, and not fought for the morality of war, in the fufpicious data
of the infidious ccconomift : my humanity, I truft, is founded on the re-
Ligion of my country, and not on the hypocritical profeffions of a puny
philofophy.

That the Duke de Liancourt aflerts my defenfive plans were fettled,
and that T loudly profefled my hatred to the United States, I conceive
with the candid reader, will make all thofe {hafts fall harmlefs, which,
through me, /e aims, as an Zoneft F renchman, atmy country and its beft
witeredt, namely, an irrevocable union with the United States. Thofe

{entiments
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{entiments of mine were called forth into public, by the improper con-
duct of Mr. Randolph, the American fecretary of flate, in 1704, and are
printed in Debret’s Colle@ion. T know they gave grcar fuii: fi%tion to
the Engiith Americans, and as much wnsiage to the philofophilts and
Frenchmen.

I will trouble you for a moment to fay, that ifyou priifh any rancrs
as an anpendm to your tranﬂatlon, you inay not tiunk 1 111’1} A‘:Az cr to
include the fpeech I inclofe, which has never been printed in Englind,
and is illuftrative of the objects I had in view, and may, by a ncte of
reference, be eafily conne@ed with the view of them, as exhibited by
Monf. Liancc .rt. ’

His defcriptions, it may be eafily traced, originated from fnatches
and pieces of my converfation.

Should this fpeech not enter into your plan, Iwill be obliged to you
to return 1t to me.

Does the Duke de Liancourt mention his companion Petit Thouars
Perhaps your tranflator may not know that he was captain of the Tonant
and killed in the battle with Lord Nelfon; if he does not, the anccdote
may be agreeable to him.

I am now to apologize for the trouble I give you in this hafty letter
receive it as a mark of my refped, as I woulld wifly to ftand well in the
opinion of a man, swho, like you, has the wifdom to fee that the cha-
ra@er of the nation is interefted in that ¢l the individual; and hat un-
{potted reputation is the moft defirable acquifition for a uuilitary and
civil fervant of his king and country to {ccure and to enjoy.

I obferve the tranilator fays, p.229, “ York defizined to e the foor of

''''' mment,” &c. 1t is at piefent the {eat of governmicnt, but before I
left England for America, I & /itzed London, on the "tihamnes, or La
Tranche, as the feat of government, and York as an arienal. I did not,
as Monf. Liancourt feems to fuppofe, act from circumitances, forl always
expected Niagara to be given up, and never thought its policfiion of

m pertance,
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COPY or A PAPER

Delivered to the HonorasLE RUFUS KING,

MINISTER OF THE UNITED STATES.
"‘*’ﬂﬁﬁ@w—

Lonpon, May, 1800.

Tie Duke de Liancourt Rochefoucault, in the recent publication of
his Travels thro’ North- America, {peaks with much freedom of Major-
General Simcoe, then Lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada. It mufit
evidently appear to any perfon, who fhall give the fubje¢t due confidera-
tion, that the conclufions which the Duke de Liancourt draws from his
fuppofed communications with the Lieutenant-governor (while living
in his family) are at variance, and inconfiftent with themfelves ; yet, as
a fervant of his king and country, Major-General Simcoe deems it pro-
per to fay, that the principles which governed his condu¢t while in the
adminiftration of the government of Upper Canada, were the reverfe of
what 1s infinuated by the Duke de Liancourt, and that he was actuated
by the moft fincere intentions to preferve peace, good neighbourhood,
and good will between the king’s {ubjets and thofe of the United States;
and he has ever been of opinion, in exprefs contradicion to Monf. de
Liancourt. that the moft ftri union between the two nations, is the
real intereft of each, and will mark the foundeft policy and true wifdom
in thofe who fhall, refpetively, govern their councils. Major-General
Simcoe is fo conicious of having perfonally acted upon thefe principles
during his adminiftration of that government, that he has claimed from

the
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the Duke of Portland and M. Pitt, protection and confideration, as hav-
ing been the principal means of preventing hoftilities with the United
States, from the mode in which he executed the military orders he
received in Upper Canada.

In teftimony of thefe premifes, Major-General Simcoe begs leave,
moft refpectfully, to offer this reprefentation to the Honourable Rufus
King, minifter plenipotentiary frem the United States to the king of
Great Britain.

Lieut.
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Livwi-Ceneral S1acoE adds a letter of his father to the late Lord BARr-
RINGTON. This monument of the elevated views and Jfatefman-like pro-
jeels of an accamplifhed gfpecrs will bef} elucidate the earlieft impreffions of
his finy iclotive to America, and windicate the motives of his conduct
from any mifreprefentation. The Duke de LiancoUuRT RoCHEFOU-
CAULT awiaid thercin find wlat incited the Lieut.-General to prefer the
Licuterant Government of Upper Canada to any other object than night
be fuirly Juppojed to be in his reach.—The events of the American war
fove not cxnitilated the offential interefts of Great Britain and the United

e
NYTZAN

LETTER to Lord BARRINGTON.

« 8; bovlerorem oy In diem vivere, wijfiva confilia fonpiternum tonfus fheétare debent.”

Thull. Cicero.

My Lorp,

I will net ofivr to apolesize for the trouble given you in reading this
paper, becauic I have experience that any fketch prefented to your
Lordthip for the public fervice, will meet with a favorable reception:
in the {ubfequent obiervations tnerefore, 1f the principles fhould be
erconzous, or the means ill-proportioned, your Lordfhip, I truft, will
pardon the mittakes, beeaule the end is juft. It appears to me, my Lord,A
that the Urench government has, until lately, given but an imperfect
aitendion to touir orth American {ettlements, and whilft it has pro-
joited clams to the univeridl, by a parfimonious conduét, has neglected
to ¢’lablifh, felidly, a partial dominion there. But French genius and
indunry hos temnered thele errors, the difcoveries and reprefentations
of their miiionaries have opened their ears; the lucrative fithery and
reducticn of Louiﬂ;ourgh have opened their eyes. This capture is, or
might have been, of the fame fervice to them, as the late rebellion in

Scotland
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Scotland was to this nation : paft errors were feen, favorable occafion:
given to correct abufes, and to prevent future evils. When the dif-
parity of numbers in North America is confidered, the French about
fifty thoufand, the Englith near two millions, we are furprized that a
Frenchman there dares open his mouth unlefs with cbeiiince, but when
he lifts his hand and firikes, from Carolina to Nova Scotia, it frems
portentous. Numbers, however, avail not without counf:l and valour;
the aftonifhment ceafes on a nearer furvey, and we eafily difcern the bal-
ance more than reftored by the difference of genius, manners, purfuits,
fituation, and government of thefe people. The Englifh are of a com-
mercial, the French of a military difpofition ; the latter enterprizing,
reftlefs, fubtle, active, and ambitious; the former fedentary, foftened,
fond of quiet and lucre : the force of one ftrengthened by the union and
harmony of its parts, animated and directed to an invariable point by one
government ; that of the other broken and diffipated by a variety of dif-
tin¢t governments, habits, views, and humours : the Englith negligent
and unfkilful in applying to the paffions of the Indians, and in angli-
cifing them ; the French of ready addrefs, and inceflant application in
their management, the more dangerous and difhcult to guard againft, as
the young are tutored, and the fanguinary difpofition of the old flattered
into horrid acts of treachery and maflacre, as pleafing to the deity and
becoming manhood. Hence we fee the French infulting every where
with an evident {uperiority ; the Englith every where invaded, defence-
lefs, impotent even to the perception and contempt of the Indians.
Whoever remembers the American brigade in the Weft Indies, will
readily difcern the miftake  of thofe who judge the American Englifh
fitted for military purpofes, without the. exercife of fome painful cam-
paigns ; and, if they took Louifbourgh, that event was lefs owing to
the martial qualities and fkill of the befiegers, than to the unparalleled
bad behaviour of the befieged, however the circumftances of thofe times

might glofs the capture.
B. Thefo
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Thefe are fome, but not the principal reafons, which led me, my

Lord, to think the expedition to Virginia not entirely p.ropc?rtioned to
its end, if that was to fecure to us an advantageous termination to the
difputes fubfifting between the two crowns, and to ftop the French pro-
grefs on that continent.  France from her extent, populoufnefis, and the
genius of her people, will be able to pour 1n tefl men to our one, in fupp(?.rt
of her American pretenfions and defigns, if the war fhould 'laft fifty
years. In the plan of operations, the ﬁrf’f expedient thfen, .WhICh natu-
rally prefents itizif, is that of cutting off all Comntumcatlon between
Old and New France ; this the feizure of Quebec will only effett, and,
at the fame inllant it will break the French force in Canada :—when the
fpring is diverted or cut off, the river muft dry up. Suchis t?lc poﬁf
tion of Quebec, that it 1s abfolutely the key of French America, and
our poffetlion of it would for ever lock out every ¥ renchman, be the
fignal of revolt to the Indians, ever determined by fuccefs, and probably
to a majority of the Canadian French, fond of liberty. Montreal muit
fall the fame campaign, and Louifbourgh, with every ftrong hold de-
pending on them for fubfiftence, and all French Canada wiil neceflarily
follow their fate.  Such is the happy fituation of Quebec, or rather of
Diontreal, to which Quebec is the citadel, that, with the afliftance of
a tew fluices, it would become the centre of communication between the
Gulph of Mexico and Hudfon’s Bay, between the Atlantic and Pacific
Ocecans, by an interior navigation formed for drawing to itfelf the
wealth and ftrength of the vait interjacent countries ; the commerce of
Europe, Africa, South America, and Afia, by a quick and eafy exterior
navication, and advantageoufly placed, if not deftined, to lay the foun-
dation of the mott potent and beft connected empire that ever awed the
worid. Itsutility to France will arife from a moft rapid and independent
commerce, well fupplying the want or extinction of all other, fince its
territories from north to fouth do, or will with a little induftry and
miniiterial addrefs, produce whatever charaterizes the growth and manu-
falture of every country. What moft immediately imports ‘us, is the

monopoly
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monepoly of furs, with their fabricature; and the vaft fithery in an
about the river of St. Lawrence, at once an inexhauftible mine of wealth
and feminary of hardy feamen. Thefe advantages fhew the perpetua
and mighty refources which Canada aione, in the poficflion of I'rance
will furnifh, in conﬂ:ituting a naval power, to our moft dangerous rival,
A political neceflity will determine this nation, and the infidious prac-
tices of France will frequently favour us with pretexts, to deftroy, at
intervals, their fleets, thereby to preferve our naval {upcriority, or
which our all depends ; for, however exalted be the bravery, or happy
the conduc of our officers, a reverence for truth obliges me to fay, that,
in neither are the French inferior ; their military knowledge is incom-
parably greater, and well exercifed ; and none, or few are the inftances,
where we have gained viftory when the force was equal. But, my
Lord, the temporary expedient of deftroying their fleet, will be but
the lopping off the Hydra’s head, whilft the fithery of Canada, that
noble nurfery of feamen, thofe excellent harbours, particularly Quebec,
the beft circumftanced in the world for building and docking fhips,
thofe deep rivers, crowned with immenie forefts of excellent oaks and
pines, flax plantations, the beft iron mines, and every naval requitite for
pouring out new fleets, remain in the dominion of Irance. W iat
hinders now, but want of common fenfe or honefty, the French minif-
try from feducing and fettling in Canada, (with recompences which,
cofting nothing, at once would enrich the country with inhabitants and
their indufiry,) all the naval artificers of Europe, to conftruct with
materials at hand, and cofting nothing for ages to come, a moit formid-
able fleet on every exigency, and from making a continued naval arfenal
from Cape Breton to Montreal? Our feizure of Canada would then
undeniably, by this deftruction of the vital fource of their rifing naval
power, and by an immenfe acceflion to our own, give us the monopoly of
the fur and fithery trades, open to us fo many new and vaft channels
of commerce as would take off our every poflible manufalture, efpe-

cially of woollen and linen, whilft it poured in every growth, and every
B2 materiz)
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material at fo cheap a rate as would make us neceflarily the n.)art. o
foreign exportation, and moft amply compenfate .for even the e.xtméhon
of all our other foreicn trade of importation ; a circumftance, in fuch 2
fituation to be withed, as it would reunite and fortify all our colonifts,
and the exclufive potleflion of that continent will fill each ocean with
Britifh thipping, without depopulating this country. Hence, my Lord,
pofterity will ever venerate Lord Bolingbroke’s project of the conqueft
of Canada, as the wifelt and moft provident ever framed by Britifh
Minifters, and had the execution at home and abroad been entruited tc
men of equal zeal, of futficient {pirit and abilities, its benefit to this
nation could no more have been eftimated, than its detriment to France,
which, at this hour, would have been in no condition to injure or
moleft us. Hence, my Lord, I, withanxiety, faw and {poke, particu-
larly to my Lord Northumberland, in November laft, of the efforts
againft French ufurpation, purpofed to be made on the Ohio, where
nothing decifive may happen, but the advantages and difadvantages may
reciprocally fluctuate, as long as the pafs of Quebec is open to pour in
freth fupplies of French troops. The conjunéture feemed favourable,
and French invafion afforded the pretext of making an offenfive inftead
of a defenfive war, the difivrent effects of which on the minds of the
foldiery are wcll known, as is the greater facility in conducting the
former, and its more numerous advantages.

Such a war would probably have had an advantageous event, if, in
the lat autumn, the fleet of England had been manned for a&ion, and
the army futhiciently augmented to guard thefe kingdoms in all contin-
gencies 5 if a ftrong fquadron had blocked up or deftroyed (if they had
put to fea) the armament which it was eafy to forefee the French would
puth to fupport their pretenfions in America; if another {quadron, with
the tranfports, &c. all fheathed, by previous feint orders fent to the
Windward Iflands, and provifion made there, apparently deftined to

feize the Neutral or French Iflands, had failed in the beginning of

March with fix or feven thoufand old troops, with fome brigades

of
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of foreign engineers, and munitions for fieges, and on opening at fea
their fealed orders, had proceeded to befiege Quebec; if the independent
companies and levies of the Southern Provinces of America, had, during
winter, aflembled at a proper poft in Peniylvania, formed magazines,
levelled the roads, and made all apparent preparations for acting on the
Ohio in the fpring; if a corps of fix thoufard men had been raifed and
regimented under Britith Officers in New York and INew England, and
delufory meafures taken for their joining the troops in Penfylvania; if
two or three hundred fhipwrights had been fent to the fort on the lake
Ontario, as a reinforcement of the garriiun, but fecretly to colle¢t and
build as many floops and boats as pofiible; if a few Indian companies of
irregulars, under their own officers, had been entertained to attend thefe
two bodies; if the governor of New England, folely trufted with the
fecret, had privately colle¢ted provifions, imunitions, &c. during winter,
at Bofton; and, in March, had tranfported two thoufand of the new
raifed troops to Nova Scotia, under pretext of acting offenfively there,
but in reality to relieve the old regiments; if, in April, the governor
of New York had aflembled the militiz, Indians, &c. at Albanv, and
made feigned difpofitions for attacking Crown-Point ; and at the fame
time the governor of New England had affembled the troops, &c. at
Bofton, embarked or marched them, as moft convenicnt, the beginning
of May, under pretext of attacking Chignetto, ftopping, however, at
the river Kennebeck, where the Nova Scotia old regiments thould have
joined them, and together have marched to Fort Halifax, entrenched
ftrongly, and eftablifhed their grand magazine; if the troops in Penfyl-
vania, whofe early rendezvous and preparations would naturally have
drawn moft of the French troop froms Quebec and Montreal, had begun
to move in May, and after fome feints, had fuddenly, and by forced
marches, filed off and feized the petty fort at Niagara, entrenched
ftrongly, have feized immediately and built armed veflels, and fcoured
the lake Erie, whilft fome provincial feamen had done the fame on the

lake Ontario, and kept open the communication between Niagara and
the
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the fort on the lake Ontario: this enterprize, well cc?ndu&ed', would
neceffarily cut off the retreat of the F rcnch'at the Oth,. and moulder
them avay by famine and defertion. The different provifions ar?d mo-
tions, feigned and real, made at Bofton, New Yc?rk, Penfylvania, and
Nova Scotia, with other attentions dictated by a juft knowledge of the
country, and a proper ufe of the Indians, would conceal the 1.-ea1 defign,
whilft they correfponded with its execution, and by drawing the at-
tention of the French governor every where, incapacitate him from
acting efficacioufly any where. On the arrival of the fleet at Quebec,
or in the middle of May, the troops fhould march from Fort Halifax,
and join the forces in carrying on a vigorous fiege. Quebec, neceflarily
reduced, and garrifoned with fome New England and fome old troops,
the army fhould immediately proceed to Montreal, the redu&ion of
which muft neceffarily be attended by the furrender of all other pofts,
as from the two former they draw their whole fubfiftence and munitions.
The blow, my Lord, would have been bold but with thefe provifions,
no lefs eafy than decifive in our favor, and mortal to the French, and,
in the rupture confequent to this ftroke, the coup de grace be effetually
civen by a firm adherence to, and vigorous profecution of a naval war
in all feas, foon extirpating the French naval power and commerce,
and exhaufting and weakening, to a great degree, her natural wealth
and ftrength.

France might probably a&, as if fhe thought our weak part to lic on
the European continent, and attempt to diftrefs or divert us from the
profecution of our natural intereft and ufe of our natural ftrength, by an
attack on our allies. I prefume not, my I__.ord, to know the nature or
reafon, or extent of our connections there; but it becomes a nation, as
1 private perfon, to be tenacious of its engagements, and thefe might
probably be well anfwered by our money and the force of our fleets, fo
far as they could be ufeful. The Germanic body might not fuffer, for
its own fake, any of its members, or the Dutch to be long a {poil
to the French: means might arife to make Pruffia an acting friend; and

probably
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probably Spain be induced to co-operate with us, on the terms of cover-
ing with our fleet a1y bedy of troops fent to re-unite, which they are
thought to have at heart, Hirpaniola to their crown ; an ifland of fignal
detriment to us in the hands of the induftrious Frenchman, but of no
confequence in the pofleflion of the lazy Spaniard. The ceflion of the
Neutral Iflands, or whatever France might take in the Weft Indies or
Mediterranean, would be an eafy purchafe for Canada. At all events,
England has often taken glorious care of herfelf, when Scotland and
Wales have been in the enemy’s fcale, and could do fo again, maugre
the efforts of France and all her allies; whatever their malice might be,
their power to hurt would foon fink never to rife more, by the lofs of
Canada and the deftruction of their thipping. Your Lordthip may afk,
why I mention not the Miflifippi colony and inlet; perhaps it would be
cxpedient to take no further notice of them now, than to preventany con-
fiderable reinforcement from being fent thither, but not to iize them for
two reafons; the firft is, that no preient umbrage might be given the
Spaniard by fo near a neighbourhood in the Mexican Gulph; the fecond
is, that the few inhabitants who f{urvive their migration thither, might
be pcrrnitted to open, plant, and render healthful that country, and
make it more worth capture, inevitable whenever we pleated, for the

fame reafons that the inhabitants of cold have ever and ever will con.jue;

thofe of hot climates. A good fort or two at the juntion of the Ohio

and the Miflifippi rivers, would be fufficient to ftop the Miflifippians

from penetrating to the northward and north-wettward.

An objetion to a plan of this tendency may arife, my Lord, from the
projects of independency, which a confcioudnefs of growing ftrength,
and the annihilation of French power, might give birth to, in our
American colonies, and therefore a balance of power between the two
people there, might b¢ more advantageous to the two crowns; but
befides the moral impoffibility of fixing fuch an equality of power, by
no means the aim or end of the French, an upright and fteady govern-
ment will always have due weight with the bulk of a people, whatever

be
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be the pradtices of fome turbulent or ambitious {pirits. The {plitting
of that empire into many diftin¢t governments, the diverfity of man-
ners, cuftoms, modes of religion, and interefts too confequent to the
difference of climates, provincial laws, produdts, and fituation inland
and maritime, will render a coalition of political views not eafily practi-
cable, but create jealoufies, and an indifference, cr rather balance, to
cach others projects. Twenty thoufand regular troops, judicioufly
pofted, and chiefly in the .conquered provinces, would guard and com-
mand the whole country. Thefe troops, maintained as levied at the
expence of America, fhould be triennially relieved to prevent their ac-
quifition of any natural intereft there, and all confiderable pofts, civil,
military and ecclefiaftical, be invariably filled by perfons of proportionate
land property, in Great Britain and Ireland. Such, with other precau-
tionary provifions, the command of the fea, and the phyfical dependence,
at leaft for many ages, that continent, from its great inequalities of
feafons, lakes, &c. muft neceflarily have on this kingdom for its woollen
manufattures, would very folidly eftablith Britith dominion. Perhaps
the erection of Canada into a kingdom for Prince Edward, would for
ages anfwer that purpofe, as well as be a greater, more rational and
permanent acceffion of itrength to this kingdom and its Royal Family,
than the wearing of fo many crowns by the Houfe of Bourbon, in dif-
ferent parts of Europe, can poflibly be to that family or to France.

But, fuppofing this independent {pirit, in future times, to take place;
the provinces will always be glad to receive, and this nation ftrong
ciough to impofe, as their head, a younger fon of the Royal Family;
and certainly the union between two people of the {ame blood, religion,
nelity, language, laws, humour, and genius, under the fame family,
would be iniinitely more ftrongly cemented and complicated than the
F:iion of ftates and kingdoms, diffimilar in almoft each requeft, nurfed
:n and dittinguithed by national prejudices, can be under the dominion
oF inﬂ;sznce of the Bourbon or any other family, or the combination of
w1y conjunciures can form. ‘

Bur, 1y Lord, if the advantage will”not allure, neceflity ought, and:

I have
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I hope will impell us to conquer Canada; the pretenfions of the French
to that whole continent, though temporarily diffembled by their govern-
ment, are conftant and avowed by the people ; and the hopes and aim of
both invariably terminate in its reduction. Their own hiftories of New
France are hiftories of continued fchemes, plots, enterprizes, and machi-
nations, minifterial and private, in peace and war, concerted for the
accomplithment of this great event, and to facilitate which, perjuries,
poifons, murders are, with them, lawful means. If Canada remains
in the hands of the French, they will equally from the operation of their
good and bad qualities, from the nature of things, arrive at this {upreme
fovereignty ; and the Englifh colonies experience the fame fate which
the Grecian colonies, on the coaft of Afia, underwent from the grand
monarch of Afia ;—fall a prey to the grand monarch of American France :
nor are the circumftances diffimilar, but in favour of the French, ex-
cepting numbers, which every day will improve. The very political
independency of the provinces on each other, will quicken their depen-
dence on the French, and the whole power and wealth of the coatinent
become that of the foe, and be turned againft Great Britain.

Your Lordthip will readily conclude, that I am one of thofe who wifh
the late armament from Breft had not been permitted to fail, or to have
been deftroyed if they had failed ; I fervently wifthed it; and fhall be ex-
tremely happy if I am miftaken in my belief, that the arrival of that
armament in Canada, will be eventually productive of great mifchief,
unlefs timely redrefled by a furious attack of Quebec. Although that
reinforcement, {fo much wanted there, and which the French, knowing
their weak part, refolved to fcnd at all hazards, will render its reduction
more difficult ; yet more troops, great addrefs in the preparation, and
great refolution in the execution, which a good General knows how to
infpire, will {furmount the dificulty. Whatever the capture cofts of
men and money, the expence of both will be {inall to that of a de¢fen-
five war and precautionary provifions, which may have Dittle inter-
miflion, and no end, until the French be formallv and reaily maters of

C thae
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that continent. The acquifition will be to us a temporary ex‘pence,
inftantly repaid by the fur trade and fithery ; thebenefit perpetuai : but
in the hands of the French, their American power will foon grow {o ftrong,
and take fuch an extended and deep root, to which a defenfive war will
not a little contribute, that it will prove the fevereft thorn in the fides
of England, to extra& which, millions in vain may hereafter be ‘ex-
pended. I juft beg leave to fay a word of the navigation of the river
St. Lawrence: it appears, through all the affeed obfcurity of the
French voyage writers, and the horror which former mifcarriages and
ignorance has thrown on it, to be fafe, though fometimes tedious; the
myftery confifts in timeing the voyage and keeping the fouthern coaft
aboard, from Cape Rozier to Quebec, with due refpe to fome inter-
vening fhallows and iflands.

If any fuggeftions of mine could contribute towards a {yftem of ope-
rations for this or any other enterprize, your Lordfhip will always very
heartily command me, as the country will my fervice; and, if any thing
here faid appears interefting, your Lordthip will do me particular favor
in communicating it to my Lord Hallifax, to whom I have not the honor
of being known. Your Lordfhip will have the goodnefs to confider it
as flowing from a heart fervently attached to the public fervice, and
your favorable acceptance of it may hereafter induce me to lay betore
your Lordfhip a plan, which, in the courfe of fome military eflays oc-
curred to me, for the eftablithment of a marine corps, whoie fervice, in
peace and war, might poflibly give fatisfaction to prince and people ;
certainly would be more ufeful than the marines now raifing, who, I
humbly apprehend, cannot in their preient form be good foldiers, nor
in any form good feamen, whatever to the contrary may be expected.

I'am, my Lord, &e.
J. SIMCOE.

Lord BARRINGTON.
June 113, 1755, —_—

Trewmans, Printers, Exeter.
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