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SEllMON I .. 
THE CHARACTER OF THE ccnIFOHTER, AXIJ 

'.PHE U:0'Sl'EAKABL1'J BLESSEDNESi:l 
OF HIS JYlINISTI{A'J'lON. 

U And I will }:\i'ay t;he Pather, ann he shaH give yon another' 
tomfel'ter, tllat he may abide with you for evel;." John xiv; 113.' 

The hour har! come when the son of man was to be' 
p;1&rilied,-when he must leiwe hi, di,eiples,' anrl return to 
his FatheJ'. His work of teaching was now almo,t com
pleted, and he \ya., abollt to enter llpOll his work of suffel'
j:ng and dying. Tld~ wft8'bi~ gre;tt work, the WOI'k peci.tliar 
to him as the Redeemer. A mere man miD'ht have been 
80 inspired by Gael as to communicate all ti~e truthR, a"r1 
n,tter all tl,e predi:tions which our Sariollt deli \'ered ;allcl" 
8d stl'ellgthetlcrl, a1ld enclowed, as to ]181-[01'm all the mir
/tcles which he wrought; but none hut a bei1lg of ,,,depen-' 
dent existeJlce, and OJnlljpotent po\\'el', (lottld hare a,'ailed 
as the snbstitllte of sinners, and made ",ui.;faetion for the< 
gins of the g-lliI t.\'. This was hi., peculia,' work,-the \vOJ'k, 
for the doing of which tbe F"tlwr prepared him' a bod.\', 
in refel'ellc6' to which he saill, " Lo, I come to do' thy will' 
o God," 

It w~s long before the apo,tle" llnclel'st00rl the import,. 
or the' nee~ssity of his death; no wonder tberefore that it 
was contemplated by them witb horror, e<peeially as i, 
was so cOlitrary to all their expectations, No wonder that 
rheir hearts were filled with 80''1'0''', when he lold them' 
tbat be must leaye tbem, and leave therll, amidst cireunF 
RtanCE'S of hllmll~at.jnn, Hnd ignominy, and sn1fcl'lng;. He' 
had freq.llently hillterl to them lbat he w<mld be pllt to' 
death by the Jews, awl lately he haa tol<1 them plainly 
that he mllst go up to .Jerusalem, and snfier many things 
of the elders, and chief priests, and scribes, and be killed" 
IJ.nd raiserl again the thil'd day. 

,];h@ thougM of looing a beloved fl'iend by death i" 
J. 



painful in any circumstances: but more e,opeci>illy if that 
friend is endeared Lo us by all tL,:!t is riglltBouS, and pure, 
and loyely in chanlctel', a.nd amiable iil rli8position, and 
cligoifie.(l by tlle pl):-;c:.0.~,~i()n of g"l'at pOWGl'f', l1111ch needed, 
an;l employee! 1'01' tilt) n It>lcet ],"1'1'0,068, 1'0 think of 
losinO' such it person in the midst of his usefulness is 
djstr~ssing; but douVy so to lose him by a violel~t and 
ignominious dwth, This was the position in w hlch the 
"postles wele now placed, For upwards of three years 
they had Jive,l on terms of the mo"t ende1ll'ing intimacy 
with Jesus, They h Ld listened to the wOl',h of heavenly 
wisdom which fell from his living- lips, they had fe;t and 
witnessed the power of his eloquence, and had seen all 
that benevolence of heart, and intenee human symp"thy, 
which led him to relieve sufieri"g wher(",el' he beheld it, 
q.nd cal1ed forth tbo::)c ~ll1pencl()l;~ miracles of llllwcy, by 
which Lis cli\'ine commission was e~taldi8bed. No WOnclel" 
then that son'ow filled theil' hearts when he told thel1l 
phillly that he mmt be take,n from them hy a bloody and 
ignominious Jeath, anll it was to Cl)mfDlt LLlem in theil- SOl'" 

I'OW that he addressed them in the words of the text:
"r will pr:ty tne Fnlhel'" &c, 

The promise of our text is the first oflhot series whicil 
OUI' LOl'd gtwe to his di,;cip!es durin" this, the last intel" 
view which be had with Lhem bef:l!'e he suffered, l'egardioO" 
the mission of the Comi'OIt8l', It i" to the elT~ct tbat, 
when be bad left them, and gone to the Fathel', he wouH 
intercede wi 'Il hilll in heaven on their behalf; and he 
woul,l give them another Comforter, that he might abide 
witG them for ever, Another Com/orter, tbatis one who 
wonlel act Iowani'; them, as his sl1bstitllt~, who wonld be 
to them, what he bad been, theil' instructor, mOlJitOl', com. 
fOJ'tel', The word in the original i, Paraclete whieh pI'opel'
Iy signifies one sent fOl' to a,sis! by his counsel and 
advocacy, It is tbe same word that is elEelVhele anplied 
by John to Olll' Sa\'iouJ', and thel'e vcr}' properly tmll'slated 
advocate, "If any man sin, we have an ad\'ocate with 
the Fatber, Jesus Christ, the l'ighteou,," It is used how
ever in a ,much wider, sense, and is, employed to denole 
olle who IIlstJ'llcts, gmcles, m;d comforts, as well as pleads 
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fa,,; and itisin tl,is wide S0nse illat I woukl understaud 
tbe word here, as meani to inrlicate the office of the Holy 
Spirit in his dealings with the souls of men; cnlighte.uing, 
cOlJvine-ing, pleading with, and comforting them. "Cltl'hit 
jR thus call!2\l, becauf'e he is represented as ·tran~acting the
eonCerns of om sallIs with God; and for this calise, he tells· 
llS, he goes unto the Falber. Tbe Holy Spirit is thus caJ] .c! 
llecMllse Le tl'flnsacts the cause of God ;.-mel Christ with t1'), 

explai llS to us the nature and impOFtRnce of the great atone-· 
ment,8lJOw9 the ne.cessity of it, coullRels llS to l'€celre it, 
jnslrncts ns how to lay bold on it, vindicates our claim to-
h, and make::.; illterc8'ssions in us, with uLlutteraLltl u:roao
lng-s."* And we may aeld, corllforts U::;, by showing dIe rehl
tion in whicb westalJd to God, as reconciled to him through' 
the blood of tl,e Lamb, 1>.1' enHLding '" to realize tbe.glorious. 
prospects presented to US:ill the GORpel, by c1itfu~illg a calm 
and holy peace t.hronghuut tbe SOil 1, and n1ilkillg' us to' 
experience SOllletlling of tbe joy tlmt is un~peal,al,]e anel 
full of gl,)ry. Xo doubt these word, were 'pohn at 
firsi with a ,iew to eomfort and enconrage the apostles,. 
in the l"wpecl of parling witb their belo"ed master; but 
tbe promi8e Wfl~ not restrieted to them, it was meant, 
for tI,e comfort alld encouragement of hi, di.,ciples til\. 
the end of lime; for it is in this sense alone that we can' 
interpret the exp"ession, "tb at. he may abide with you 
forever." This tbeIl is It promise in which we ought. to 
feel tbe deepe't interest, belonging as it does to us, as 
well as to theapostles,-a p1'Omise tbis in which we may well 
rejoice, and be exceeding glad, more e'pecially wben we 
connect it witb a previous promise of OUi' Saviour.-" If 
ye tben heing evil; know l,ow to gi"e good gifts unto' 
YOUL" children; how much more sball your heavenly Fatber' 
gi,'e the Holy Spirit to them that ask him." 

THE OH.l.RAOTER OF THE OOMFORTER. 

Having thus promised to the disciple, a comfl)rter who
would supply his place to·them on earth, and act for him' 
during bis absence in heaven, Jesus proceeds to instruct:· 
them regarding tbe character of this glorious one, &. 

~ Dr, Adam Clark., 
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describes him as the Spil'it of trnth, whom the wOl'ld 

cannot recei,'e Lel'aC1Se it sedh him not, neitbel' knoweth 

him. Again, in Ihe 26th YerRe, he terms him the Holy 

Ghost, wbom the Fatber would Rem! ill his name, and near 

the dose of the full owing cbap:el·. the Spirit of trutb, 

whoproceedeth from the Fatber. From these pns,ag'es it 
,is allUl1dantly plain, that be, who is bel'e termed the com
forter, is the tbill! person of the glol'ious CTodbearl, "the 
same in snbstal1ce with the Filth.)r and the Son, and equal 
to them in powel' alJ(! glory." 

'l'beI'B are some persons hp-Aring' the name of Christian. 
II' ho deny the persunality of the Holy Spil'jt, and contend 
tbat be is only 1W emanntion, 01" quality, a poweJ' Ot' 

idluence proceedin.1l: from God, and bestowed upon men. 
TJllR view is in direct opposition to toe words of OUI' Savlour 
in the text, who ~peakR of the Holy SpiL'it, as a pel'son, 
and tel'lllS him the comfmter, who is to abille in the church 
foJ' ever; anfl in the ~6tb ,Terse he u~es theRe l'emal'kH.bJe 
words l·egarding him, H But lhtj comforter, \\'Lo is the 
Holy GlJOst, wbom the Father will Bend in my name, Ho 
shall teacb you all thjng~, and bring all things to your 
fl!lmembrance, w111ts08\'er I haYB sRid unto Y0U." Again 
Jesus says of him," Hesh"ll testify of me," alld again that 
he ,would, " c~uYil1ce the wadL1 of ~in, of righteousness, aTIll 
of Judgment; and once more, that he w('ulel "guide tho 
disciples into all tmtb," "for," cay. he-" He shall not 
speak of bimself; hut whlttsoel'er he shall bear that shall 
he 'peak; a11(l he will sbow you tbings to come." Here 
tben tbe Holy Spil it is said to teach, to bring to remem
brance, to testify, to convince, to guide, to sppak, and to 
sh{Jwl~acts llelungin; only to a person; and to represent 
an emanation, or quality, or infiu€1lt'8, performing,' the~e 
acts is to ,dola.te all the pl'oprieties of language, and make 
ou]" blessed S"yjour employ language whieh,- in that caze, 
would be absunl and de<'el'ti,-e. 

Ag:1in, unclerst;:)nding, \\ ill, pow~r, are Rfcribed to tbe 
Holy Spirit,-Httl'ibutes w bich can belong only to a pel'son; 
ao t.hat w~ conclude with certainty, thelt jf tbel'e he any 
propmty 111 the lang'uRI,l'G of scriplUl'8, the Holy SpiJit i!l, 
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as much a distinct person, as either of the other pel'sc'ns of 
the Godhead. 

'l'bet'e ;He otuet'3 HO':l.in, ,,,ho, while tlJev admit the· 
pe!'sonality- of the I-lnG· Spirit! llelly" 111:i birinity, awl 
represent 11:111 a.'; Olle of t.Ilt:! .~I·eatest of created beillg::;,
But this view) th(1l1g'h not qlli,e :-;0 ah,,;u}"ll, ftnd irratioua.l 
HS the fOl'!nel', is jll:3t a~ un-;('rip!l1ral. In lile word of God) 
the Holy 8l'il'it i.; associatc:1 witl! the Faihel', and the SOl), 
and spoken of as being eqnallv with them the source of 
e\'e1'.Y spil'it.U:IllllL'sf.l.i:lg:. Thus tile apo:::tle~ were command. 
ed to go, and teach all n:Ltiol1s}-lI llHptizing Lilem in thE£! 
11ame oftheF,Lthel·, and uftbe Son, and of tbe Holy Ghost." 
Alld in ll!e well kIlOWll "l'0'lolic 1,etJcciicti,)1), we find 
tue same a~sociation (If the d ilierent persons uf tile Godhead 
-"The grace of our Lord Jesus C-III-i,t, and the love of 
God, and tbe COllllllullion of the Holy Guost he with YOLI 

811, Amen." But wbat j, I,erb"p" still more satisfactory, 
we find tbe yery. terlll, God, "I'plie,j 11Y tbe apostle Peter 
to the Holy Ghost. '~,'be" A umli"s attelilpted to deceive 
the chul'cb, 111 r~p:al'd t) ltl::! appro!lI'iatiou of the 11loney 
recei"ed as tbe price of bh hurl, Peter reproved him, ill 

tLese telTible words,-"AII"uias, why hatb Sit tan fillerl 
thine hea,·t to lie to tLe Holr Glto,t, and to keep back p"rt 
of the price of the land? Wuile it rell1lioed, was it not 
thine own ~ and after it was ~/)ld wa3 it net in tiline o\vn 
power? 'Vb}' baM thon cuneeive.J tlJis thing in thine 
Ileart? Tuoll bast not lied nnto men, but unto God."
Tuu", you will ot'sArve, thILt, ",bibt he aeCCHes Ananias 
of lying' to the 11:)ly GllO:-;t, he slLo,;ys the H.~gm\'atiol1 of 
the erilne, hy tellillg billl, tlJat he had nnt lied to men, 
but unto God, from 'rhich it is l'Liiu tbat tbe Holy 81'irit 
is ODe of tlie per'om of the G"c\ head. 

I am \Yell nwnre tlwt tb~ nature of 1118 GodbC[l.(l, nnd 
e::;pecially tlJe 8111)""j . ...:.t[.~;1('0 of'three c1,i.-itinl.'t lJe:f,ons jn on~ 
ulHli\'ided (~S~eHce) is an aWfllI1ll.r~tel'y-oncof those gTeHt 
depths, wlJich ulllllan leaRon can n6\'er ftthom. And ILt 
thi, we ne'ed not be sLHpl'i'ed, fur Rmoly it. is not to I,e 
e.xpected, that the creature of:l day, w~lO~e (hV(~lllng IR in 
the clUit, whose existonce i" limited to " point of space and 
time, ShOlll,l us auk to coillp~'elJencl the Hature of thfil 
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,illfinite, and eternal Goel. All that we can knolV, regard
ing this subject, is matter of pure rel-datio!". And OJ! 

,such II whject, it becomeR us not to attempt to be wiRe 
above what is written, but to receive, with simple faith, 
,the F1UI1011llCe1l1ellts of sl'1'ipture regarcling it. 

,Ve find induuitable e\·irlenee, in Scripture, of tbe divin
ity of the Lord JeBu", and a~so of the Holy S1)irit, who 
.31:e both termed God, aue! to whom attributes, and open'
tions, l)ecllliul' to tbe Godhead are aecriLed; and yet tbey 
are, 111 SOIlH:l way incomprehensible to Ullr fillite, and fetble 
:faculties, related to the Eternal Fathel', so as with Him 
to form one Gocl,-a tl'inityiu unity,-distillg-uishable in 
~)erson tbough iudiv·isible in .essenoe. We know that there 
:Hre tlnee divine persons, each spoken of in Scripture as 
;God; and at the same time, we fi.nd Moses saying, with 
-gl·eat solemnity, "Hear 0 Israel, the Lord our God is one 
Lord ;"-Whilst it ran easily be made apparent to enJight
,ened reason, that there .ean be but ·one Omnipotent Bei/lg. 
,from .whiBh we conclude that these three divine persons 
.constitute oFle{}Gdbead, etem"l, ineomp,·ehensiJle, pvssessed 
.Qf every possible perfection, and infinitely entitled -to the 
.admiration, grat,itucle, and love of all intelligent being<l. 

·The .great tlT>th, regarding a pluraliL)' of persons in the 
,oodhead, meets ns at the very COllllllencement of ,he 
J3ible, in tbe very first veree of tbe first ohal,ter of the bnok 
.of Genesis; for th<lugh the1'e lost to the English reader. 
,those wbo are acquainted ,\vitll the original, know that, in 
the Hehrew, the word conesponc;ing to 'God is ·in tbe 
'plural·nu.mb"r, whilst tbe verb, with wbich it is .const.l·ued, 
is in the sin!(ulnr; t,hus ·intimating not obscurely that, ill 
the uniLY of the Godbead, there is a plmalitv of persons. 

But in the 26lh verse of tIle same cbapter, the tnlth 
ihas not been allowee! to e\·aporate in the proces" of tl'Hns
lation. There the English \-el'f-iOll indicates, with sufficient 
.dearness, ihis plmality of pel·sons in the clil'ine natlll;e,~ 
r~'hel'e ~-}od is represented afl saying;-" Let 1t8 make man 
111 oLir lmage, after o'w/, likeness." And ag<-lin, we find 
~he Lore! OOll "'t)'ing (+el1. iii. 22.) "Behl~Jl[,the man is 
~Oec()~ne as Olle of 'Us to know ~ood nnd e\'"il'~ 

_14esepass:1ges wQuldpQ(, ][J lhc)1lselres be sl;jficient to 
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'Prove conc1u,il'eiy, tbat tllerd is a plurality of persons in 
:tbe Goethe"ll; bJt they harmonize LJeilntiflilly WiLh, an,! 
,corroborate tba ,:octrine of tI,e Trinity, as it is fuily devel
.opell by a. c()1l11Ial'i~ou of lii1t~l'ellt. pa:3~age.s lIt' Ficriptul'e.-
For this is not U;}tl of thO,"'8 dodrllleS wLicllli.e 0n tLe very 
.S·1l'T'a.ce of the wur'd of Gud, Lut Ci'll1 ouly be discovered by 
pJ. ..:_tl'..:t\d illv(.:'stig'<ltiv/l. (tud 001l1[lal'ison of llitferent passHgesp 

It would be foreign to Illy present pnrpo:se to enter, at 
!engtll, into a for"lal prouf of Lbi, e!,)ctrille; my object is 
simply to sh!)\\' yon that thl3 comforter spuken of in the 
text, is oue of tbe persull;05 of the GlltllH,:iad, and as sl~eh, 
.al,le to reprc,eot Cunst 011 eal'lh, allli sllpl'ly the want uf 
hi~ perRonal presence, 

After tbe matLer of tbe w'Jr\cl was createll, but while 
the eartb lI'a' yet witLont fol'1" and ",)ie!, tLe Spirit of God, 
..,.e "r~ to,l,], TlJoyee! on the ["ce of the W:ltel'." dobbtless to 
·rednce the cOllfused mass to onler, and l'I'epare it fOl' tbQ 
pl'olluccion of tbose things, which Goe! ~uTIJmoned forth 
from it, IJY the wOl'l1 of his power, A uri this association 
of the Sl)ii it with God, i» tlle work of creation, IlWY well 
be re,gimled as an indication of his divine nature, And as 
tbe Spirit operated in the old creation, so it is his agency 
t4at is chiefly employed in t.he new" Except a man he 
bol'llo£' waL-or. and of the 8pil·it." saiel our Sm,iollr, ., Le 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God," And again, Pau! 
tells LIS tbat, "not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, bllt 'Iccordil)g to his mercy, be saved us, by tbe 
wa~l,ing of re.g-eneratinn, and renewing of th~ Holy Ghost, 
~hi.~'h he shed on us alJl,udantly, tLI'uugh Jesus ChI is!. 
,our Bavlonl'.?l 

Agilin we tlnc! the [,[oly Spirit associated witb Je. 
ponti.!, in tl", e~erci"e nf c1i\'illiJ pf)w~r. e"en il) qualifying 
and ::;eu(ling fnl'Lh a. prupbet. "Ancl DO~S/' it 1S said by 
J.·uLiah, "the Lord God and his Spirit ha.th ~ent Ine." 
Once IlIOl'e in tl.le Acts * of the al·o"tles, we fine! Paul 
thus adcJl'e~~in.i!,· tile It Illlall.Jews,---=" Well ~pa.ke the Holy 
Ghost by Esaia::; the pl'c)[JlJbt, until our fatlwl's, sayillg, 
,Go) Ulilo this pe"ple, and say,·-Hea.l'lng- j'e shall he.al",~ 
4';~. .NVIY when we tUI'll tv tbe passage allul/eel to iII 

* Act::; xxviii. 26. 
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Isaiah,* we find tklt He, WIlD, in Acts i,R termed the 
Holy Ghost, is ill haiah termed tbe Lorn; f,'om wl,ioh 
it is plain tbat the Holy G11o,;t is tbe L'lrcl, and that., 
wbile Isaiah speab "illll,l.y of God! Paul particnlariseB 
that person of the GU'lhead h)' wbom the prophet was 
(Ooml11isSiOl1ecl. Hut fl1l'tber, there is somethi ng "ery re
markable in these words of tbe Holy SI,;rit, as related 
by Isaiah-" V<[hom ,hall I sencl, amI who will go for 
218," which, if the)' do ]Jot clirBCtll' pDil,t out, yet distinctly 
recoo'nize tlle pl1ll'illili' of persons in the Godbead. They 
8een~in(leed clearly t~ indicate that, wl,ile tbe Hoiy Spirit 
was the agent, lie was acting for the Gocll:ead. 

I hal'e heen cl,US particular in endeal"OUl'ing to clemon
s~rate the Godhearl of the Spirit, that we may !lave the 
must exnltcll ide:> of Him, who is om CO III forteI', and of 
the privi!"ges of the di'pellsation nnder which we lil'e,
which is the ministration of tbe Spirit. This most glorious 
Leing p08Sessed of all the pOlyer, as well as of all the 
goodness of God, though invisiLle to the eye of sense, is 
ever present in tbe churcll, ovel' which he watches with 
tbe most assidlloUS care, wlLie.h be protects by his power, 
directs by bis cOllmel, and comforts with hi" felt presence, 
bestowiug upon Leliel'ers the tencle;'cst tokens of his re
garrl, enla rgi ng tLeir hearts with the 101-e of God, conferring 
upon them a furetaste of the joys of l,earen, even upon 
earth, and filling tLei,' souls sOllletim(>s with rauture at the 
prospect of tbe Ileavenl}' glory, when. tbey sball see God's 
face, and he made like !Jim, and no cloud of sin shall e\'er 
more illterpOle 1etw.cen their BOllls Bnd him; when the 
light of his eonulenance shall erer shine UP0>l th811J, and 
1)0 care 01' grief shall el'er illt,.nc1" lo interrupt 01' diminish 
the happiness th&t 81lall fOl' ",'er reign thr01]O'hout the 
numerous manslol1R of OUl' Fathel"s b~u8e. v 

"'['HE UNSPEAKABLE ADVANTAGES OF TFIIS ~rNISTR.\'TION 

OF THH: SPIRIT. 

With sucb a comforter, Q"101'ious 111 mnj8sty, infinite 
il) wi~doll1, and g,'>o'.lness, R,;d power, well might the 

* J sa-iah vi. 8. 9, 
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lipostles be saddlell, and submit without a murmnr, to 
tbe Temoml from them oftbeir beloved master. And with 
such a comfortel' in tte cbm'eb still, what cause has tbe 
believer fOI' tbankfulnes8, and encouragement, and holy 
joy! Ha"ing made such a provision for the instruction, 
"nel guidance, and comfort, and sanctification of believers, 
well might Jesus say to the apostles,-I will not leave 
you comfortless, 01' as it is in the uriginal, "(ll'phans," 
fatherless, unprovided for, in the millst of a cold and 
hostile world, 

Tbis infinitely glorious one is invisible to tbe eye of 
sense, and tLerefore tbe men of the world recoive him not. 
It is things seen, and material, Rnd gratifying to the sense, 
that tbey receive ane! appreciatR. TIley do not repose 
confidence in tbe divino teslimony regarding him, nOI' 
value the graces wbich he bestows, and consequently tbey 
do not listen to his holy sQggestions, I ns(ead of tbis, tbey 
resist, and grieve- hiul away, anc1 ~o have no experiInentaL 
knowle']ge of him. Thus they receive bim not, as tbeil' 
heavenly monitC>l'; and if they do not reject the (livinG 
testimony reg;mling bim, tbey have no well defined anei 
seltled convictions, with respect either to hi. existence 01' 

bis mission. ELlt the very ill visibility, and immateriality 
of tbe Holy Spirit, instead of being a disadvantage to be 
regretted, is an fl(hantage for whicb to be thankful. 
Unc~ogged by a material form, be is limited to no place, 
Dnt is everywbere present., w!itching O\-er tbe true interests 
of tbe cburcb, and llJinistering to tbe 'piriluai wants of 
ldiel'8l's. And most impod<1nt of all, being immateJial, 
}Je can so mnnifest himf'elf to the sou1." of beJim'Bl',q, call 
cOI~e into snch immediate contact with their spil'its, thac 
he is said Lo dwell with them, and to be in them, 

It is a "ery mistaken idea to suppose tl,at we coulJ 
know more of the spirit of God, and have more satisfactory 
eyidenCB, witb l'egal'tl to Lis existence, jf we saw him ill 
bodily form. We can know Go,] only from bis attribute.q, 
as manifested in his WOI ks and word; and the sigbt of tbe 
Holy Si)irit unclel' some ml1terial form, instead of giving' 
us clearer views of bis nature, wOlllej only mystify us. But, 
t.he, humble Ohristian IV bo believes Christ's testilDouJ 
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regarding the Spirit, and receives him into hiB healt, and 
yields to his holy suggestions, in conformity wit~ ths 
"YV QI'd, has in his own heart the earnest of the Sp1l'lt, by 
w hom he is sealed till the day of I'edemption, and is thus 
comforted, and sanctified, and demonstrated to be one of 
God's cbildren, And tbus tbe believer bas not only the' 
witness of the Spirit in bis own soul, but he himselfbecomes 
a witness to otbers, not merely by the testimony of his 
mouth,Lut of bis life, tbat tbe Spirit is indeed in th6 
cblll'cb, enlight€lIillg, sanctifying, and comfolting the 
poople of God,and making thelll meet to become partakers
of the inheritance or the sai"ts in light, 

In the presence of one 0' the persons of the Godhead, 
in the Church, who.,. special office it is to watch over 
it'!. interests f to (-'xtetld its houlJdal'i~, and promote its
spiritual prosperiLY, we ha\'e one of the most tonching 
evidences of the conde8cension, and love of God, which 
may well draw forth onl' liveliest admiration, and m08t 1,,1'
\'ent gratitude and lo\'e; and one of the strong'e!'.t .Q'uarantee~ 
which Omnipotence can give, tbat the gate,; oj' hell shall 
never be aLle to prevail against it. But let me not be 
mistaken here, By the church, I do not mean ,tny par
ticular denomination of evangelical Christians, bllt tl,einvi,-
1bl8 church, compoRed of "1llme l,elie\'el's, to lvhatever ont
",arel organization they may belouo', 'l'h's j, the trl1e d.urcb, 
the genernl assembly and ~hurch "oftbe first-bol'll wlJO ",e 
'Hitten in he,,,,en, III thi, chnrch the Spirit is, Hnd ever 
will be, till the kingdom of g'1 ace is merged il1to I he 
king-nom f)f glory, And here he i. employer1 in €nli!,htell
jng. coum~elling, comfol'ting, and sancii!'ying the pt'()pl~ of 
Go(l, and fitt.ing- them to be 1lls1,I'Umellts fllr l'<U'J')'llJ,rf Oil 

Christ's WOI'k in the world, "nn clwhljllf'.' thelll «~ do 
greater worb, tban any wl.:cll Jesus Irimedf 1,el'!'OI'll.ed 
(,Il earth, He raised clead bodies, it. i, tille, to notural 
life whilst on earth; but Iris eli cil']P", thml1gL thA 1"'''01' 
of· the Spirit dwellill!:; in the11l, ,nco e,,"1,led to ra;>e deRd 
~o,"18 to spiritual life" J"Sl1" 111' don1)t alEO qnirlelJed 
dead souls whdst he sojourned 011 eal·th, bnt his 8n('0(0"8 
in the conversioll of R()uls WH~ ('om}lt!l'Hli'·ely JimitHl 
becauce the Spirit was nut sellt furth till ,Je~us \\'a8 ,gloriiie4'. 
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It was not till he a,cencled up on high, anelled captivity 
capti,'C, tbat he receired gifts for men, tll:>t the Lorel God, 
the Suirit, might dwell Hi1l011.~~t thel1l. Anll then, when 
th<J 8plriL ,va", puuJ'e(l out llPon tlJ.3 di."clr'le~, in {hntfu]nes~, 
which is tbe glorv, and tbe chnrncter;,-.tic (If the Ohristian 
dispensation, tbLeir ,;'ords had a p,)wer which instantaneously 
tbTew down the strongholds of Sill, find Satan, carrleil 
conviction to the understanding, anll produced an over
whelming- lmpl'e&sion uro-n the bead, so that ::.inners weI's 
converted iI, multitudes, and the Churcb increased by 
tbousands, as the frnits of a single Sel'llwn. Nor were 
these manifestations of divine power accompanying the 
preaching of the gospel, confined to the dAy of Pentecost, 
or the apostoiic agp. VVe bare the promise tbat the Spirit 
is to' abide in the church for ever, anel if we pray earnestlY 
fOI' the Spirit, anll welcome him into our bearts, and 
really ba"8 1,im dwelling witk us, and abiding in us, IV(\' 
shall not ouly grow in grace, and walk in the comfort of 
the Holy Gho,t, but we sball see the power of the truth 
exerting its legitimate intluence over the hearts of men" 
hCllnbling proud sinnel's, subduing their rebellious wi1.l, 
bringillg them to J e,'<us, and making thft.ll1 a willing 
people in the day of big power. Le~ the gOf'pel be but 
faithfully and fully preached, accompmlied with earnest 
pr"yer, and JOT!fing desires for the promotion of God's. 
glOl'J, and tloB conversion of sinners, and jnst because too 
Spirit, witli his Olllllipotent power, is in the chlll'cb still, 
it is impossible that it can be wilhout efrect. The effect 
mily not be so g' 81t as de8ire<i, and eXFctecl, but an elIect 
there will be, SinnBI'S may not be cODl'crted in large 
numbers; but cOllversions there will be; the progress 
of cOl'l'llption will be Rblyed, God'" people will be built 
np, pl'eciollS ~eell will be 'Own, and the preparati, u made 
1'01' a glol'ious 11mvest, which another may be bonoured 
to ,'cap and g"thcl' in. 



SBRl\![ON I I, 
'lHB ADVANTAGE TO TIm CHUB,CH OF OTlRIST'Fl 

AB:Ol!:NCE IN HK,,-VEN, A8 SE{)URING TIlK 
SPIRIT'S PRE:oENCE ON EARTH, 

'Nevertbeless J 1Jell you the truth; it is expedient for you tllat.1-
go awayj for if I go· not away,. the Comforter wEl not ~Ctme unto' 
YOu; but if I depal'~ I willseud hhn UI'1"llo you:" John xvi, 7. 

There is a love which knits IWII'ts tog'ether by the' 
tenderest and most endearing ties ;-'1 10"e this, not ]}BC

eS6m'ily arisIng from blood rehtivnship, hut whicb ill' 
founded on mutual estee'll and al'pro\Jation', and beightened 
and eonnrmed by kindred feeling', And wherel'er this 
love exi.3ts, it is an' evidence of refinement ~nd vll'tU"e; for' 
wherever vice predominates, there is intense selfisbneRB,. 
lind c1isl'egard of the eOlllf-ol't and feelings of ot~e]'s, Bl1~ 
thel'e is a love eVen strong'er than this, It is the love w biet:. 
we feel f~r one vastly elevated above us, by the posse,sioD! 
of qualities of mind and heart of the 110 111 est and rarest 
sort, A peTson may be p0sse,,,ed of great qualitIes wbieb, 
eanuot fatl to commanrl O'll!' admiration; but if these al'e 
dissociated from virtu", be may exci'te OUl' dreHd rathel' 
than call fOlth our 10\'e, Again tIl ere may he great 
qualities of mind, in eonneetion with tbe stel'ner \'irlues, 
lind such a persoll may seCllre 0\11' respect, as well as' 
eommand au\, admiration, But when great qualities o( 
mind are associated witb the IJ0S8ession of great power, 
and beautifiecl hy all that is lovely, and kind, and beue
,'olent, and good;, when we are' h\'onght fnto contact with 
st1'ch a character, and even received int.o· Lis confidence, 
and frien.]shil), and have opportunities of seeing the blessed 
effects of bis beneficent conciuct, anel onrsehes eXl'erienee' 
lis kindness, a feeling of jutensest affectiol1( and l'e,Ter8nCel' 
and admirati'on, springs up for him in (l'nr soul; so tbat 
tbel'e is sC'arcely any sacrifice w hieh we would not make' 
j'Ol' 011& so' noble and beloved, Such was the love Vi hieb 
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H,Ii d;.cil'les chel'i,l,erl f"1'0',11'8""io"I", He \\"" intinitelv' 
~,xaHed aLlUr0 tL\jlll uy the pO~~8";;;;()n of H POW(')' ",Ilit,h:, 
no mnl't'11 could 1101"t.:3 to rinll. :Inn. which g'(-\\'G Ullllli:;;·· 

frtkeaLde evidG"llcG" of hig di\'lnity; and to thi'"i \\;~" nni1ed 
the mOit 8ublilne moralit,y. blH~ ·11)rrie·~t. vi(:m's of duty to' 

Hod, <-1ncI the 8tr!ct€'~t views of falt1dnll1eK:-3~ and iHteg!'jtYI 
and in,stice to man, 

And tlre'n, t.ll8'l'e Was' in hi, l'€Hrt snell serrsi/,inty to 
Rldfering, such deep au(l pure :riIt'ction. Htrd Rlirh nfisi?ifi~i1 
].ave, and concel'll fOl' tbe \\'elt,I1'e of nthel'R, that tlv3' lmtie~t' 
hdri1iration, arid most ardent Htfeetior:: ~'el'e' dl:trtlgil€d 
for ~lim by the apo":iLles. A.(1(:l it \yould 1-";1\'8" Iy?cr: rTi:~:'jin.x· 
strange' ifi't bad been oth(~rwi.;;e. T'here- \va~ i"1:' ~i1T:l flJ~ 
t.hat waR calcnlated to excite the arlrniration, to win tll(~· 
confidence, and secure the. HtieC't.iol1 of' all who 11:\(1 a mind 
to arpreciate linpar-RHeled exceJfe-nce, (t~. R h(c,~1-rt [0 1m-'e: 
geil',ine worth. No wonder then,. \~lJl'c' GUf' 8:t\'il)u( 

spoke of lea"ing hiR, di'ciples, tb", ,-(,"I',W[ ,~ollid I",,'''' 
filled their he"Jlrts;: an IT i'n (·tll' t+3'~t,t fie fu \"Ili .... be~ t.hem widl 
~be only coneoJation Wllich wa;s ('rlp-xL-IG"(yf Rll})portfn"g' therri 
in their I.xylng circnmstanC'eRr P. NevE?'l"tlleleRf.')' I tell you. 
the tl'llth :, it is expedie-nt fO'r ymr that I go ;m,,),; for if 
~ ~o not away, tbe eomfortE'l' 'will :r)nt COfne unto YOH; bUj, 
if 1 depart I will send him untO' you." 

IT IS E'XP'EDIENT' FOR TffEM. Ti-iAT' T-IE' SHotrLD"' (iO A.WA'i"'". 

It is hard" it! any circum,tanceR, to PRJ'\ w;tl, thOR!" 
wbo al'e dearest to U8,-t.O giYe' t.hem t.he last shah of 
the hand, 01" the last f01lll em bl'ae~, alld watch !h"ir 
be]o\re'rj fOr'111 as it fade~ Hwav irf the cl}~tance, to be :<o(:"en 
not for tnany 101Tg·Ye"!1r.:;, if el'~]" again if] t.bis pl'P3ent world .. 
And yet the as'UI'ance t,hat it i, to be I dtcr for the 
heloved object of Onl' ,,fl:cctinn, and bet,te1' ill the 111")2-
run for 0l1rsehes a:l~o,-thi.q n"-.C:Uil,' ... ::O::"-1 {llll' f.!Tit'f, tbol1.Q'l 
It c~nnctt alto,goethe/' Rlilie nil}" [-:!)rl'Ow. ,Yhen a tt-lllrl~_~i' 
lleaJ'ted nl()tlr(~l' fef'h :t'-SI\I"f:::·d ; hat, 1)1.',,' Leh .. ed lx)y "\\ iil 1-) 
i)etter 6tred for, In a Ill-Jill",i 1:11[('1, ~l)lI) T I '1'1,11:: i-

of 80me wealtlJY and int-ille,III,[J J'Ci.llJ'-I-, ilu'll {'c);llU 

lJe' with hel', and that he will be far more likely to SllCCr'eG 

in lif",~ whel} she 8~es moreover "prolJa1ility that, !!Itt!))' 
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maDY yeam ofsuccc.%fLlI toil, he mny return to hel', laden 
with I"ches find bocr"]', the tboll"ht of all tl,is I'cconeile, 
her to her pre.'3ent Jo ·s, tl11d she ~llhmit8 c .. dmly, ,"if not 
ebeerflll!y, to part \vith him, from tbe 111'O;~pl~cL /.If advan
tage both to hel'oclf ,mel him, Erell the jJruuCloility of 
Buch a re,-uit, <1rlAinz froD1 a pnillful loss, ,1S sufficient to 
mitigate the sor!'ow of the most afieetioDnte pfll'ent, anrt 
yrst(v m'orr, surelj'7 ollp:ht the certainty of gTeat aclvant::lge 
f(snlting fro111 Chri~t'-" personal absence,-a certainty 
f-ouncled on tho aSf'lll',H1Ce of him, \"bo had glyen sueh 
evidence ofhia abtlity to e~ecute all his purp,;se", and his 
willingness to pei'f01'1ll all his pn.mises,-vaslly DlO ai· I 
say, sbould such an as!iml'flnCe have c-omforted the bearts, 
and assuagee1 the '0lTOW of the apoetJes, at the pro'pect 
of porting with one who wnSfO tlll"l,eakabJy dear to them. 

C'lI'ist's depaltme from bis disciples would be of un
speal\able a,lvautag-eto Ihem el'O,.y ":1Y, It would promote 
their best interests both fOl' time and etemi!y, He batt 
told them before that the Scm of man bad COllle, not to' 

, be ministereel unto, hilt to llliiJUer, and to giye bis life a 
Tansom fen'mHuy. Anl:l in tbi:: sense, doubtless, it ,'rns ex
pedient fortbem th"t he shollld .~o away-that he should be 
remo\'ed fl'om them by death, "ince by lhat death l:e would 
mH.kc an atonement for sin, and procure for thelll ever
lasting- life, But though tLi~, ie true, it is not exnetly the 
truth which i, meant,[o be conl'ere! lly the passage before U~. 
Chri"t might, after hissncrifici,d \:~ath, and g]Ol']OUS ]'ef:UYl'e~
tion, llm'frcontitllle,l personal I)' I n, ent with the disciple5 (1) 

earth, He might hal'e continned with them on earth, ill 
his glorified human nature, f,t;]l farthel' to instl'u<.;t then), 
to enCOUl'age and Btrennthen them, ::ll1l1 C31'l'V forward his. 
eause to a ~vorlclwi,Jfr t;'iumph, in spite of ~)] opposition, 
This was no donbt what the cliscil,]es expected., But j·t 
would 110t haye best accomplisL8(1 the glorious purposes, 
whjcl\ the SarioUl' had in view, and therefore lie told them 
~ was expedielJt, f(lt, them,-rnOl'e fUl' theil' ar.lvantage,
If not for thell' present comfort., at least for their 
highest interests, th.t he should go awny, He had told 
th~m before that he was going to "i~ Fat.hel', S0 that they 
DlIgllt h"vo knolVD, and probilbly ,hcl know, that he was-
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/tolng to bis Fatber in beaven. HerG then he let, them 
know tbat it would be more f'lI" their ad",mt.age, better' 
for tbe highest int€r8sts of the Church, and the arlvlXncrr 
ment of Ged's glory, throughout the "nil'e1'oe, (Iiat he 
sbould dep~rt from this earth, and take up Ilis residence 
witb his Fatbe,' in hBal'en. ' 

THE REASO~ 'ViTBICH CHH.1ST ASSIGNS, wIn:' IT ,\YOULD' 

BE MORE TO 'fHE ADV.-\.N'l'AGE Olf TH'::i: Drs

CIPLES, THAT HE SHOULD GO AWAY. 

It was because his presence in heaven Wol' neceR,.ary, 
before the gift of the Holy Spirit, in all tb" promiRed 
f111uesR. whicb was 1.0 (,1)rl1'act.el'ise new Testmn 'nt times. 
could be cOllfe'Ted UpOI1 tblem., No doubt th6 Holy Spi,.jt 
was iu the Chll<'ch fro'n the beginning', He ,t"ove with 
the antediluvian sinne,'s, H" inspired old testament 
pl'Ophets, and enli2:htened, and conl'ertGn, and sanctified, 
and comforted old Te,tame'lt '''ints. Still it was in com" 
pal'atil{H1.v scant!T me.1.'-m'· thflt hi . .:.: :;f{(,I'I>d llifillf-"HC't!8 

were poured out ill these tim('s; and it wa", predicted as 
a characteristic of the times of the Messiah. that then the: 
Holy Sj>i rit wou Ie! be pOllro.(j oat upon aJl flesh, It seem~ 
10 ha"e been nec08"''''1, howeve,', that Je;:us should present 
l,imself in J,ea,'ell, mld c1,te1' "1'0" his glory, hfol'€' Ib6' 
new dispensalioll of the 8I'i"it could be established, 
Jesus say" plainly Iiere. "If I go not away, the eomforte~ 
will not cOlne unt" vau,"-All,i J"lln elsewhere, in sppak· 
ing of a promise of .llj'ltl,\ l'e,g':-udfJlg tIte gift of the Splrit, 
SR:'S,~" For the- H,)ly Gh()~t W:tK not yet give'n 1 Lecau!-Ie 
til"t JeRn" w,,, not yet 2:lori11"o1." It seen s tbat Jesu$ 
Inust complete tile p,;rt ~hich he l111,jerlor;k, in the work 
of redemption. bef,)!'e II,e lIew di'pell,sHti,)n of tIle Spirit 
rOlll,j commence. He hn'l to a'eelld "l" on high, be had 
tn lead captivi!.r cap1ive, lH?.fI)l'e lIB enuld J'E'('piWI, gifTS for 
men, tll~t tIle Lon; ():1)(1, the Spirit. ml!.tht dIVe]) f1'11ong' 

them. It,'eem.' a, ifil har1 l'e"lIl1er;e,""n' Iltut he should en
ter formnlly inln the 1I1Ost Iinly 1)1""e nf the h,'",'enh· sanctu
~rr, with the l,any whi,·h [,",ll,('en cl'm'ified, anri olnin; ""rl 
there by liH: wOllnd, Hill lIIallii(',1 "1")11 it, lind th~ 1>1004 
which lmd ueen :.;lJed tiw ~hJlJer8! tlJt1~ gi\'Q ~1,"irl"ll{'e1 it~ t\.:~ 
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rresence of (he great Sove1'('ign of the uuiverse, aud 0-

the princip"lities and powers of heaven, that tbe propiti a 
tory sacrifice lor the sins of men had been completed, and 
the plice of Illeir reclcmption paid; so tbat God might uow 
be just, and at 111G s::me lime, t1,e justifier of the ungodly. 
Had Christ not then gone "WHY from eal'lh, and ascellclec1 
l1p into heal"en, ant! presentee! himself befo1'8 the throna 
of l:Jis Falher, wiih Ihe l,)oori sbed hr sinners upon h1m. 
and taken his Feat "pon tbe mediatoriHllhroIle of the 
universe,lhe Holy Gb"st could not h"Ye been givef'. 
llut llaving· thus gloriously ascended up into hem'en, and 
shown 11"t his wod{ "f doing and f,uftering was com
ple!ed, or in other words, 11;1( be bad glorifietf his Fatbel' 
on em'tb, and filli.hcd the 'yOlk wLich he had girell Lim to, 
do, he poured fvrth the Holy 8]'ilit "pon his disciple,", "s ihe
fruit of I,j, "tonillg ,leath, and illtercession on their behalf, 
and pleading that tbi8 nnsp"Rbbly precious gift might 
be conferred upon them, in fulfilment of tbe promise mad .. 
to bim, on Ids un,lel'tHking to glorify his Father's name
in the great work of redemption. 

IN WHAT RESPECTS THE GrFTS OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT' 

.ARE MORE ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE (,HURCH, TI-l.AN 

'IUAT pgRS.ONAL PRESENCE OF A VISIDLE SA VlOUR. 

Wlhlher we can llDclerslnnc1 the \"fIason of it, or not, 
it 18 eYi(1~1t from our Saviour's o\,'n \"\'ol'd~, thHt gTP:1tel" 
adnllltages wOllld result to the Clll1l'ch, from tbe continu
ed presp'nce'nf tbe Holy Ohrst, th,m could haye arisel' 
frnm His own p""fona) I'I€scnee with bel', It i. ey;c]eut 
tl1at a ll€W Rnd lor't!t'l' "di."Tlt 11f:.ati(ln \"as ~bGllt to be f'f-tab
lbherl, that glt-flkl' Fr;viJ~ges we're atout to be Nmferreci 
uron the CLl1reil, aurl ~re~-de}' ~)le~sin:gs urGn men at lal'gp., 
than had c\'er be~n enyyec1 Sll'~e 3lll entered this fallen 
wOl'lll. I'fLe ('L~l1'dj ,\';13 to elltel' into n Dew l'€'btion with 
Grci, since its recollcili"tioll bad been dfected by tbe
bloofl of atonement. The gl'e.:e,t obst.rnC'tioll jn the way 
of Ite communication "f tbe richc,t spiritual bJessillg •• 
having been l'8mOl'e<1, tbe Holy Ghost was now about to. 
ellter fully upon the dieC'lial'e;e of Ih"t office, in the eeono
Illy of redemption, which hc,1 becn as'igned Hi!n iI!. tb.", 
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councils of eel'llity. \Yll:ln, tlte:'efo:'e, Clll'ist comfol'lOO 

his di8ci[>le,3, wilh the pl'o:nise, th'lt he woul,] pray tlle 

Fathcl; and he wouM gil'e !l181E :[;:0 LlIel' Co:nfol'tcl', that 

lIe might abiJ~with CH~m r0t'eY~rl c\'<!n Lbespiri~of trutl\, 
b.3 jn~t m3ant th;lt he \y<.l~1\1 pL:d with the F'aLb'3r, now 
thlt his }B.rt in tIle ec,)j}O:IlY llf !'l~,l_m=t..ti(;ll WA.;; a:~eom-
1'1i~hed, th:lt in a(,·,:.\...1n.1 tlll:~ \\"~th CI)\T(,ILtnt agt'1'eBmsnt, he 
would send forLh the Spirit to ope'are pUlI'e!-f"lly npon 
the Inio:-ls of men, to show thenl tlj(~jr guilty and un
clone condition; to m'lke th,'m feel their nCdI of a Saviour. 
to show them I he exeeH,m,,'), a lcl "lJ-suffi"ie,lcy of Jeslis ; 
to constrain them by the powe" of I'",.>[""ion, t,) emol'ace 
Lim a'3 their S:l\'ioar", and t'lell to sancLify anl.\ comfort 
them, and hoLI up their goingA, and elirect tltem till their 
pilgi'image in thio life is cudeel, ,.nd they euler upon their 
glorio"s reward. 

Thas th0n, the great a!ivantage, which would arise 
from Christ's absence, was ihnt tlle chnrch would e:Jter 
upon a D,ew and mOl'e pri\'ile1;ed cOlldi~ion, arising from 
the fact, that the Spirit wOllkl ~lO\V entel' upon the dis
charge of ilis p3cnlial' fQnelion ill the ecunomy of re:lemp
tion; assume the direction of the ChUL'ch's afi'"iL's, and 
gather ia the glol'io1l3 hr,l'I'est, for which the Saviour had 
made the indispensable preparations, No doubt, as has 
already been said, the Spirit had been in the ehurch fr0m 
the bC,2:inning; hut lip till the periud of Chri8t's ascension, 
his influences he,d been be,\01l'0d in seHnty measure, It 
was not till the work of reclem ption was co III pletocl, 
amI the price of it., ill the sHiferillg,; of CIl",t, palc, that 
the gift of the Spirit, which he rUl'dlase(1 with h;8 oluod, 
"was be,to~ed, in that ric;llH~:::3, and exten~i'{6ne:-ls, l\-'hich 
·ia the special eharac:tcristic, aud gl'JI"Y of the Uhristialil 
,diRpe!1sation, T'he gifls of tLo Spirit, he;towed before the 
!l.dvent of Chri;t, WGra 8m til I1.n.l.snru.~ of lI;s grHciouH 1n
fiu6:J.ees given, as it wer01![ Flll\"nnc<:l, bat it W;isn.t till the 
work of l'e h~rnp~io~] was l'd,))pl'J~et th'lt th,:HG g~f~3 of the 
Spirit \Y€J'8 b"t.3tOWG 1 in all tbelr fll~ne~:::, whi'2fl werB ne
ce,sarv, to cn"ble siLlner" to avail theil13el"e; of it, and to 
earl~¥ 'Oll the work of sandifieatioll ill s:lints, awl lluke 



them meet to {'" made partakers of the illiJerilanee of the 
,.aints in light. 

Still we are '''I'y opt to think, that the aclvanta~e" to be 
derived from the 01,em1ion of an illrisil>Je "g'ent upon the 
intellect "11(1 he'llt, al'e not eqllal tD wb"t migbt bare !"fl. 

imlled {rum visible 11llel'COll1'Se with the S(I\"iour, from be ... 
holdjn~.( illS llljraclet;:, hOD! listening to bi~ words of heavenly 
wisdom, alld wituessillg (bat pedect ""In'ple of holiues;. 
"nd plll'ity, and illtegrity, ~nd clevo(edneSR, by w],ich he 
wouJd bare illustrated hi~ iac.:sons, and allured F,illnerS, 81111 
elevated, and d'ignilled ueliere .. " 'fl'e relJly rel'Y generally 
given to this i>, that had Cl.lI ist cOlJtinucd pel'f-Onally pI'e. 
sent on -earth, after Lis I'(lslllTectioll, Hlld t1le gloJifi('atioll 
,or his human natme, that Le ll1ust I"l\'e Leen confined to 
.one particular locality at a timH; and that eOllsequeutly, he 
,yould 'have lJp.en less extensiyelv LV3.uruJ tu the ]Jtlman "B.ee" 
.Lull the OrnlJiprlJ'Eut ::ipi"i!, who is CO"fill~(1 to)1O IOCHlit,y. 
but is ,eV91'Ywhel'e ,'.eady to att~nd to the W"llts, and listen 
to tlJ:li. prH,7'ers of HII, amI is to contipue with the eh ureL 
for ilo/{Or •. 'rberp is pl'GbaLly something in (hie; much le;;s 
howevfr>', r think.. than is generHlly supposed, For though 
the donned h!l)Jlan n/ltme of the Saviour cOilid not baH) 
b8ell pr,esent in mOle localiti,es IhHn OlJe at a time, with 
what rilpjdity might be bav" travelled l.b\"01,gbout tbe 
.. orld, and with wbat untiring energy, anel 1'e,i8tle,s power 
might ~Ie have adclrps~€d SinlH:'rR, and IHf:tJ'uded, }l1lCj com.,. 
fortsel, and elevated \,elievers,-"Ve conceive lJOwever, tbat 
ibia would b",'e \,~ell incollsistent with God's noLler plfll1 
.of operating' by llwwen illrl11ellee~) upun the mind of man, 
,ttnd tLi.~s Bxercising hiR f:·liLh, anc!, by the powel' of pel'~ 
;BtHtSlon, .and til€! fDre.' (Jf mora] motive~, bJ'ingi11 g' l.Jirn \'01::
untarily to Je«l>s, and I«Hding him to l""ke ~ complete 
,o;u\'1'mIdel' of himself to Gud; wheleas in the othel' case, 
thertl would have been sO!l\Btldng like cnmpnh,ion, and 
ielTifyillQ' sinners into sllbmiBP-iun. 

Le't, I;" I:"ar ill mimI Iwwev ell', that each of the persons 
llf tlIe Goduead h:HI hIS own peculIal' part to perform ill thij 
2,eollomy of grace ( that, vrld]"t it was the glorv ofthe F"thel' 
<to devise the scheme of ""Ivatiou, a"d tlj~ g'lorv of tbe 
gQI) t() e]feCl)te t4e \Nri<, awl }lal t4e pric" of r§l;~m)!.tjou, 
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iiI is the glory of the Spirit to apply the remedy provided 
,to the soul" of men. And consequently, the Lord Christ, 
,having finishecl the w(}I'k which lhe Father had given him 
to do on earth, ascended iuto heaven to carJ'V on the work 
of interces;iou in that highet' sphere, A~cl just liS the 
Spirit of God, when he movell originlllly upon the face of 
the waters, broug-Lrt order out of cunfusion, anel light out 
of darkness, so now he is sent into this world, to enlighten 
.dat'k SQuls, and regulate lheil' affections, aud purify their 
hearts, and fill them with the lovl' of God, Hnll bring them 
·back to their allegiance to .him against \\ hom they have 
,so griev'ously rebelled. It is the office of (.be Spirit to 
..enlighten, convince, and jmpress so111f', aeel so bring them. 
to accept, with thankf111ne8~'1 .the uffem ofsaLvatioll, thl'ough 
·that Saviour,.ill whom alone deliverance is to he found. 
Without his almightv !Jower toenligbten the underolanding, 
,and renew the heart,tbeclearest statements of divine truth 
will fall ine/fectllal upon the eal'; for the natural man receiv
erh not the things oftbe Spirit of God, because they seem 
{oolislmess to him, neitber eaN b8 knOll' them, becanse 
tbey are spiritually discerned. 

And tbus we can see bow it was better for tbe cbnrcb, 
'<that Jesus, having finished bis work ohe(18mption, should 
leave this world, and allow tbe Holy Spirit to calTY ou 
his wod, of dealing with the souls of men, enlightening, 
,.convincing, and T€llle.wing them, briugillg tbelll to accept 
.of Jesus as tbei,' Saviour, alld submit to him as their King; 
and tben fanhe! manifesting himRelf to thei,' souls, elevat
Jng theil' whole moral nature, adol'lling' tuem with the 
beauty of holiness, and enabling them to maintain com
munion with God, and so to walk witb him in purity here, 
.that tbey may be prepareel to walk with him, in white here. 
after. 

But tbel'e is another respect, tbough not specially 
,lIlludecl to by the Saviolll' bere, in wbich itwas of advantage 
to tLe churcb tbat Cbribt shoulelleaye it, and go away to 
.the Father. It was tbat be might calTY on the work of 
intercession, to greater advantage in the immediate presence 
of God. We knolY .that he is invested witb all power in 
J.earenJ and on earth, seated on .the media,torial throne of the 
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universe, Bllt we know aho, tbllL he is n pl'ie,t upon hi" 
throne; and tbat he intercede" for hiE people, and pl'e3ent£, 
and urges tbeir putitions, an(l 0, whfltcomfort to the pOOl' 
sinner, that we haye God's assurance in bi:s O\\'n word,. 
that" if any man sin, we bal'ean" 1 vocate with tbe FRtbel' 
Jesus Christ tile l'iO'hteous," Yes Brethren, we have fin 
omnipotent Friend, "'one who is toucbed witb the feeling 
of our intlnnities, who sympathizes with us in. OHI' sOrJ'ows t . 

and difficulties, and temptatilllls, and is en,.,. read y to plead 
fOl' the fo)'giveuess of every POnt' penitent, and to send 
forth his Spi)~t to str<:llgthen us in our infirmity, anct help 
us in the hOUl' of temptation and sorrow, 

B)'etill'sn, if yC,ll were acquainted with some powerful 
friend, who had sec!ll""l yom confidence, and called forth 
your lofti,'st admi)'a!ion, and enrlea)'e,] himself to you, by 
many act.'3 of substaut,jal kirH_lne.-1s, you wOldd no doubt 
delight in his society, Hi., prosenc" would be like suo
li~ht to your .oul; an,l it migllt be painful to thillk of 
Lis being sr;parate-d from you. But if he was going to 
occupy n di~ting~li:slled phtce ill the gove!'lllnent of tLe 
Coullt)'y, where he woul,l l,ave the. em- of royalty, auel the. 
0Pl'0l'tllllity ofpl'Olnotiug your interest fa)' more elIectuaHy 
~lHH}, rf 11e were to c:mLi!llle wiLh you! in tbe remote local
ity where yOlll' lot WllS.C{-t.-;.t, ill tlwL ca~e, you would rejoice 
to subrnit to the loss of him, because it would be ad van
tageous both tl) lli;uself and you; and so, howe-vel' painful 
it might he to the apostles, to be separate,! from SUdl a 
friend; "let when they realize'! fnlly the ob,ie,()t of his separ
at~on frol)} them, and saw hilll asc8n~1 gloj'iuu~ly on the 
cha)'iot of tbe douns to bElayen, they wor&hipl'ed him, and 
retul'ned to JenH~aleln with :2:rent ,loy, Hnd \"\'ere continually 
ill t1w tetnple, praising' and l)le~ing God, And so, let 1lft 

~omfolt o,1lJ'se1veR wit.h. the as;:;nrance, that J(,,:'-118 is promot.
Jng til~ lIlte)'ests of il,S ebmch more succes,fCllly 00 his 
throne In the heavens, than if he We)'e person"lly present 
wlth us on earth, Tllere in Lis glOl'ified IltlnlHu nature 
in that most influential centre, ill ';'bich the government of 
t~e univer~e i~ canip,d on ;-a110 the:'e cons~q\lt-'ntly, with 
}J~'~ eye ~nrvepnp: the universe. and observing; all the ag'en
Cleil whlch mIght opcrate to the illjury or ",hautage 01' hi£ 
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-::bllrcL, Le oyenldes them ,flll for the promotion of her 
highest good. 

"0 brethren, with snch 1\ flien'];11 Leaven wh"t bavBwe 
to fear! Do YOli douLt his iuterest iJl yon? Think of the 
~gony of GeLhsemane, and the shame, ,mn hOlTor, and 
dying groans of Calvary, and surely yon will !Jot be able 
to c]oubt t]'"t he wbo died fnr yOlll' otlenc.", still cher
ishes the cleepest intel'e;t in you. AWl" if wben we were 
enemie', we were reconciled to God Ly the cleM b of his 
Son, mnch more being rccvllc:l"d, we sl:tall be saved hy his 
I;fe," Yes bl'cthl'en be el'CI' lurdh to make intercession 
for us., and let the flssnnmce of that Bllcolll'age us to gQ 
j)ol<llv to tlJe tbrone of grace, that we may obt"'n mel'cv 
I£> p,i,,jon, "Del glace to lJelp ilS i)1 tl'eJ)' ti)):e vi' Heed, ' 



SEllMON I I I. 
THE WORK OF TH~; SPIRI'!', IN OONVINOING): 

THE WORLD, OOKOERNING SIN .. 

HAnd when he is ('.O!'.:1e, he willl'<,prove the w,orltl or"sfu.; and of" 
righteousness, and ofjudgmellt; of ~iD, bec.ause they helieve ~ot, 
on rue." John xyj, 8·9. 

To an enlightener! and reflecting mind, tbere nre few' 
things more astonishing than the indifference which the-
·great maRS of mankind manifest in l'egard to ererythillg:' 
diviue and spiritual. 1 believe tbere' are few people w 1'0' 
have reasoned tbemeeh'es into the belief tbnt there is no 
God; but 1 am salisfie,1 tbere are great numbers who 
}lave no I))'ofound con\'ictions, no clear, settled, and satis
factory views, in reference to tbig sublime, and infilliLely 
important subject. 1 belie\'e there al'e f'llw i'ndeed, if any,. 
wbo, after patient ill\'estigation, and calm l'eJlection, bave--' 
come deli1erately (0 the eonclusion that there is no God;. 
But if there 1e any sue]" tlJeir conclusion is " most pre
snmptuous and unphiloRopbieal one. For though they' 
may see nothing within tbe mnge of tbeir limit.ed obserVIl
tion, which, they think ajforclstbem indubitable evidence-' 
of tbe heing, lind providence of a personal God; how do 
tbey know but that in some part of creation, there might' 
he found e\'idences of tbe being. anel perfeetions, anel power 
of God, whicb even they could not resist. Before any' 
llla~ could, on just, .and tmly pbil.osophical' principles,. 
anwe at the cO!lehmon that there lS no God, he must 
visit every cornel' of creation,* anel examine every planet. 
and star, t~at ~'evolves in the immeasurable fields of space; 
for otherw!se It wonld be l1nposslble to be certain but 
tbat in SOille central RUIl, or far aif planef, there might be 
the thr 0'1' e of tbe Eternal, and Omnipotent Jebovah,_ 
surround ec. by a blaze of nnappl'Oachable glory. 

But tbwgh tbere are very few, if any, ",ho believ(l' 
~ Foster, 
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thhr. there is no God, I am satisfied that the I'e a1'e vast 
llllilJbers in the world who ha\13 no Rettled comictions on 
the oubject, RUe! wb,) Jive a8 if thele were no nod to take 
('ognizance of their c.ond uet, and no day of jlld~ment, on 
wbieb they must appear hef,we him. This may well be 
)·egaI'f1e,.l as a mystelY of folly ami impiety. But there 
ls another t1ly~tE'ry, not EO great and flstonisbing indeed, 
but still a mystery of stupidily, and ing"atitude, and 
impiety. It is That, wbile multitudes of men admit t,he 
existence, and perfections of the God of creation, of pro
vidence, and redemption, they live in indiffm'euee about 
him, without any realizing' jew, of his glory, or any 
anxiety to "ecure his f"vom, or avoid his righteoHs indig
nation. Such men live almost exclusi\'ely for a present 
wod'd, Hod stifTer them~elY(:s to be· en!!TO~Rf'd with the 
objects of oensi' "",1 (';l11e. They may indulge the lusts 
of tbe flesh, and act tlllf"j,.]y towards their fellow men, 01' 

Illey may be excl11l.hry ill their 11I0ral dEportment, blame
less in til., eFtin1Htion of th"'r fellow mel1, and e,'en 
generon..'3 in their dif:po:;:llinn,. and ll€nefkellt in their 
conduct; ~l.lld yet the great God, whnsc t,hey are, and to 
whom they are indebted f .. ,,. eyerylLir g, may be seldom 
in tbeir thong-I.t" aml occupy 110 plac'e in t11ei,. a!Tections. 
7fhey may admit tllB existence of a spiritual principle 
witiJill them, over "bieh dBat b bat-; no po\vel', and a 
ful me judgment, "nd an elerl1" 1 state of rewards anel 
pUllisllltlB1l1S; "I'd yet tbese infinitely impf'rtant truths 
way exerclRe no commanrllng il,fiu€IlC'0 o\"er their feelings 
anrl conduct. One migllt be tfmpted to l,elieve that this 
indifference of t.he great l""SS of men to the sublime aneL 
j"finitely imp("tHnt truths of religion, was the result of 
r08itiYe unbelief; hut it is not llecesFUI'ily so, for they 
callm.t doubt the certainty of death; and yet they are not 
.!lrlequatelyafleeted by it, and live as if tbey were to live 
for ever. And their views of sin are ju,t as inoperative 
upon tbem. They cnnnot conceal from thel11sehes the 
_oJemn trutb, tbat they baye .'nner] "I!.'Hinst the gre.t 
God, time~ :mc1 WRSS to thempelreR llllllllllf'1"a1,le, and yet 
they are little alfected by this awful consideration; tlJOugh 
they profess to believe th<~t Gocl is a bein;; of inJlexlblo 
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justice, and illfiniteLoliness, and omnipotent power, whaM' 
resources of punishment i1re as tremendous RR his treasures of 
i1:ooc1ness are inexhaustiGle, 'L'his state ofiml ifierence ahout 
God,md sin, and our cOllClitioll for eternity, is substantially' 
the condition in which all men are I,J' naLme, It is repr8-0" 
sented in Scriptnre as a state of death, and d,,ji,'Gmnce' 
from it as a resu]']'ection, And' Lbe great change produced 
on themol'ainatur6 of man, in \'iltne of which he is' 
enahled clemly to apprehend tLese tbings, to see tbem in 
all tbei,' urtspeakable importance, and to aet 11)lon these 
convictions, is spoken of in Scripture flS a new birth, as a' 
Dew creation, and a passing Prom death unto life, 

It is ob\'ious tbat a change so great as tliis, cannot Le' 
produced upon a man hy anyeifoJ't of his OWIl, or by any 
effort of auy creatuJ'e, Iti, God aJone who Cilll adequately
J'epaiJ' that most delicnte part of the hUillan constitutiou' 
which bas' been most del'llng'ed b\' sin, And as Jes1w 
atoned for luan's sin, so tlJat '--it is ~on8istent "'ith God's' 
,justice to extend paJ'don to the cbi~f of simlers, so he' 
made pJ'o\'i8ion also for his ~estoratjon to' spirit ,jal lifB;
Rnd holiness, to spiritual communion 'with GoJ, in time1' 

alld tbe full enjoyment of his presence, in eternity, For 
this purpose he ])l'oclll'od the gift of tbe HoJy SpiJ'it;~ 
that he sbould be sent"into the wolld, and canv Oll' th,,' 
wOI'k of redemption, in its application to the Jlearts and 
,eom;ciences of men, AllCl it is with l'<'ference to this part 
of tbe Spirit's work, that 01N' tim'iolll' sa:vs in the text,~ 
" 'Vhen he~the Spirit of trutll-is come, he will reprove' 
the world ohin, and of rigbteouslJess, and of judo'ment: 
of sin because they belie\'e Dot on me," b 

Tbere are three thinp:s, i'n regard to w hicb it is said .. 
i'n the text, tbat tbe Spirit will repl'O\'e, or as it is I'ender-' 
ed in the margin" cOl'l\'inc~ tbe "'odel,-He will convince 
the world coneernjng sin, concel'nirlO' rio'lJteollsness. ann 
concer'~i?? jurlgment, It i~ to the fi~'st ~f these p;;'lS of 
the Sp1l'lt s work. oRly,., tl",t 1 shall, dneot )'OUI' attention' 
m-day. 

Christ dedared tEat, when the Holy Sj)i'l'it' was come, 
hewould eonVl\}ce the w?~'ld, t.:hat is lllen at lm'g,e, Gentiles 
&s weH as Jews, cOnC€rlll11g sm, '.rbe Datu.'e <91" the SU, 
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of which he here dedares that the Spirit w<"dd l'e'nyinl's 

men, he explains in the ninth \1?1~1?:15 m~'lUlll:;' m~~rt' 

especially the sin of unbelief ... ('·f s~n:' ;3:1\ S bt" ... bt'I..';lU,S$ 

they belie\-e not un ll'e," . 

THE O'C'TPO("RIXG OF THE SPIRIT C'1..1XYICTED TH:E )lEX l..'F 

TH~T GESER....!.TIOX OF SIX. I:\, REJE(,TIS(} THE SAYIlyrlL 

When the Holy Sl,irir "as. poured out iu hi~ t'xrl':l('L'
dinar: gifts, tlp~ll1 the apl..lstJcS, in fulfilment oftht" S;l\ i~)llr'S 
promise, be would CI..\uyict the lllen I.. .. d' {hat \"ellt2I':ltil)I1, nIltl 
country of fearful guilt, in rejecting and.::- ('l'ul..'if.rlll~~: Iht\ 
Son of mall, who~e di\-iue connuissioll wn~ :11 tl'~t~d lW 
lniraeles, the gelnrineness of ",111..'b was ndmiued urt>1l b'Y 
the Je,,-ish rulers tuemseh-es. Christ diel not e'.\aim th'" 
confidence of his cO/ltelnpol'aries, merely on th0 :llltlwl'ity 
of his o"n dedarntioTIt=l, be appealed to his mir:ll'k'::l. tl,g 

affordillg indubitable pro"f that the F:ltber 1",,1 scnt Him. 
"The works whll'b the Fatber hath £.;'iyt'n llJe to tillit=lh." 
said he " t.he same worb; tb:lt I do,'" bear witlll~~~ ~)f llll'. 
that the Father hath sellt me." Alld n~aiJl, " If I had ,wt 
done amon~' them the works, '\ybich nOlle ~)tb\:'l' Illilll did. 
thev had l:ot had fin ~ but Ii0W b:wc they l~otlt ~l'l..;ll Hnt} 

hat~d botb n1eand my Fatber." ~\...lld it. \\':)S ~l~y weighing' the 
eyidence resulting fl'o111 the miraL'l0S wLicll Jesu:-\ Wl'lHlll-ht,y 

aud contrasting' them prubal)Jy witl1 those which ls:~ill[l 
predicted tbe Me.,s:ah would perform, (hat 1\ ieod8111u8 camu 
to the ('onclm:.ion that he WHS a. divinely cOl1l111issiolled 
teacher,_ fur DI..) man, he said, coulLl do tb'e miracles wlli,'h 
he did, except God were with him. In reference to tl", 
wor" of the Messiah, when he sboulel come (0 B"'-n his 
people, Isaiah had 8[)01-::0.n in Lh8~e beautiful wOl'd~-" Tlwll 
the eyes of the blind shall be "pelled, and (,he ea'i" or t.he 
deaf shall be unstopped_ Then shall the. lame 1II;)1l 1 .. ,,1' 
as an bart, and tbe tOIlg'ne of the dllmb BillP;: for in (he 
wilderness shall waters brenk out., and st.reams in t.he dC',·
ert." And not only did Je,u8 freline"tl), perf'l>l'nl all 1.I<o.,e 
works, but greate,- works"than these did he do. IIB made 
death relax -his grasp, and the wave give up !JiB victim.
And these miracles were not done in a comer, hut in open 
day, in the most public places, and in the presence of vast 

B 
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multitudes, so that the Jewish rulers could not afford to 
treat them with silent contempt. 

We have an account of their investigation of one of 
his miraculous cures, that of tbe m'lD bliud from his birth, 
with a view, no doubt, to expose it, if tbere had been any
thing fraudulent, or delusive about it; but tbey could find 
nothing to suit their purpose. And afterwards, when the 
report of Lazarus's resurrection was brought to the chief 
priests and Pharisees, they took the alorm, and gathered 
a council, and said-" What do we! for this man doeth 
many miracles." 

Thus the conduct ofthe .Jewish rulers affords an awful 
illustration of that deplorable spiritual blindn8" of 
which I have already spoken,while it furnishes the cleaJ'
est evidence of their treme.ndous guilt. But, Jesus was 
now to give additional evidence of their guilt, which, to
gether with the fonner, would form an amount of cumula
tive evidence which may well be considered overwhelming. 
He was ahout to pOUl' out the Holy Spirit in tbat abundallt 
fulnes., predicted by Joel, who would afiord not mel·ely 
that internd evidence whicb most powerfully convinces 
the regenerate, but tbat outward evidence in miracles. and 
migbty works, which would convict the Jewish, and 
heathen un believers, w bo had taken an active part in. or 
consented to the death of Jesus, of the fearful guilt wLich 
they had brought upon themselves. Accorcli"gly, when 
tbe Holy Ghost descended in visible glory upon tIle apos
tles, and they J·eceived the baptism of fire, al,d were ena
bled instantaneously to speak foreign tongues, and after
wards to no even greater worh tban OUl' Saviour perform
ed on eartbj not only to restore tbe la",e, and raise the 
dead, hut to raise to spiritual life dead souls, to convince 
of their guilt multitudes who had consented to the death 
of Jesus, and lead them to embrace him as their Saviour, 
whom they had formerly rej~ctecl, and blasphemed. 

Thus wben the three thousand, all the day of Pentecost 
were convinced of the claims of ~esus, as th~ ~Messiah Rnd 
embraced him as their Saviour, their conduct as tb~ re
sult of the power now wielded by the apostles, in conse
quence of the fulness of the Spirit, that dwelt in them, 
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convicted the rejecto)'s of Jesus of sin. " Then was th6 
world brougllt to a voluntary confession of the sin of mu]'
del'ing Jesus." And looking at this in cOllnexion with the 
gifts of healing and tongues exercised hy the apostles, 
these things afforded the most indubitable proof of the 
divinity of Jesue, and consequently of Lhe sin of those 
who rejected and crucified him. Thus, while the out
pouring, and exercise of the gifts of the Holy Spirit con
victed, upon indubitable evidence, the rejectors of Jesus, 
they reproved them at the same time. 

When men beheld the despised apostles exercising snch 
exttaordinary power, in fulfilment of the promise of the' 
crucified one, tbey felt this to l,e the testimony of heaven 
to the ttuthfulness of his character, and (he justice of 
his claims. This, however, though it most important, was 
only a (em porary. consequence of the operation of the Spirit's 
gifts. He is 10 continue in the church for ever, and he 
has still a wark of conviction to elo in the hearts of 
men. 

IT IS THE PERMANENT PART OF THE SPIRIT'S work TO 

CONVIN'CB MEN CONCERNING SIN. 

I have already "poken of the blindness and indifference 
of man, in his natural state, in regard to everything divine 
and spiritual. It is astoni'hing to think with what cool
ness men will talk of the justice, and holiness, and omni
potence of God, anel admit that they have sinned against 
him, and that there is a day of judgment coming, on which 
they must appear before him, to receive an award fol' eter
nity, accordi ng to the deeds done in time. One would 
think tbat the consciol1sness of having violated the laws of 
such a Being, and incurred bis righteous displeasure, and 

exposed themselves to the gnawings of the worm that can
not die, and the torments of the fire tbat cannot he q uench
ed, ODe would thi nk that the consciousness of all this 
would petrify men with h01'l'or, alld rendel' them incapahle 
of enjoying the pleasures, or attending to the business of 
life, till they obtained reconciliation and peace with God. 
But it is notso with the great maSS of men, who will rea(li~y 
ellough admit the grand truths ofreligion, and yet remalll 
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practically unaffected by the.m. H.en?e tbe perm~nent 
necessity of tbe :Spirit's work 111 com'mcmg men ofsm.
He must both enlighten tbe understamling, and impress the 
beart, before we';;m either see sin in its true chal'acter, or 
feel an adequate seme of its dal'ger. He. m~lSt re~o.\"e 
the scales from the eves, before we can see Sill, 10 all lIs lll
justice, and hatefulne;s,nncl ingratitmle, and rouse conscience 
from its letbayO"ic torpor, before we can feel the alarm, and 
terror, whicb ~ consciousness of guilt before God may well 
inspire. 

"Tbe Spirit," says M. Henry, "is sent to com'ince 
sinnel's ofsin, not barely to tell tbem of it. In conviction 
tbere is more tban that, it is to prove it upon tbem, and 
force tbem to own it. It is to make them know their 
aLominations. The Rpirit convinces of the fact of sin, 
that we bave done so and so; of the fault of sin, that we 
bave done evil in doing so; of the folly of fin, tbat we 
have acted against l'jgllt reason, and our true interest ~ of 
tbe filth of sin, that hy it we are 1ecome odious to God; 
of the fouotain of sin tbe conupt nature; and la,tly, of 
tbe fruit of sin, that tbe end thereof is deatb. 'Tbe Spirit 
demonstrates the depravity and degeneracy of tbe whole 
world, that alJ tbe wOIld is guilty 1efore God." 

When the Spirit of God has thus moused comcience 
and given us an in~ight into our own heartF:, and enabled 
lis to see tbem in ail their depra\'ity, and enlightened oUI' 
intelJect so as to enable us to underetand the law of God. 
in all its comprebensireness, and spirituality, as extending 
not only to the actions, but to the words, and thoughts, 
and then, when our sins set them8el\'es in gl00my alTay 
before us, actual transgressions con1 m1 tted, duties neglect
ed, God forgotten and dishonoured, rash words spoken, and 
sinful tboughts indulged in, what agoll} of soul is excited, 
wbat tqrroJ"s aroused, and wbat fealful apprehensions of 
coming judgment take hold upon us! 

. This is the case. wben the Spirit gives ue realizing 
vIews of t.he SillS WhlCb we bave committed against God' 
but there is one sin more aggl'avated tban al: the rest,mol'~ 
ungrateful, dangerous, ruinous. of which it is the special 
office of the Spirit to conduce us, I mean tbe sin of Ull-
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belief in Jesus, as the Saviour of sinners. The work of 
the Spil'it, mentioned in the text, was not merely to cOllvict 
the unuelieving Jews and Gentiles of that day, of fearful 
sin, in disbelieving, nnd rejecting, and crucifying the Savi
our, but thi, work extends to all time, and his office is .tiIl 
to conl'inca men specially of the fearful sin of unbelief. 
This sin is the mo,t "go'ravRted of any: it is most dishon 
oUl'ing to Gar!, alld lfJ~~t ruiuous to man. It robs God ot 
his greatest glory; it virtually impugns his vel'acity, and 
shuts out man ftom tue only yemec1y provided for the 
salvatie>n of his soul. And even when there is not positive 
unbeiief, when there is tbe cOIll'iction of the understanding 
mel'ely, witbout the consent, and submission, and accept
allce of the heart, this indifference, and indecision, and 
refusal to accept Cbri,t'8 gmciolls ode,,.,,, argues the basest 
ingmtilude, as well .... the most misemble folly. Unbelief 
is not only tbe most prevalent, and ruinous of all sins, 
but it is that which lies at tbe bottom of all iniquity. If 
men habitually lived a8 seeing God who is invisible, they 
durst not commit sin, feeling that they wel-e in the ples
ence of the Omnipotent punisher of it. And ifthev lived 
in tbe belief tbat Je,us died for them, how could they 
grieve, and wound him afresb, by indulging in that sin 
which crucified him? The Spirit, by his internal opera
tion upon the heart, will not only convince sinners that, 
because tbev believe not in Jesus, tbev are' overwhelmed 
by sin; but-tbat apart from him, they "bave Dot a particle 
of lighteousneS8 about them. Thus he will make them 
feel iLat it is not only sin to disiJelieve in Jesus, but tbat 
without belief in I,im, all sin is unfol'giveo, and will lead 
to everlasting pel'Clition. 

III ol'dinary cases, and more especially in the case of 
those, who bave beerr piously brought up; wbo have been 
trainee[ to tbe fem' of tbe Lord, and accustomed to seIf
restl'aint from their eadieRt yeal'S, the work of conviction 
is sddol'll severe, antI of Len 80 quiet, and gradual, that it 
is Bcarcel.v perceived, till it issues in a state of complete 
recoaciliation to God, and the enjoyment of perfect peace. 
Bllt in cases whel-e the individllal has lived in a state of 
complete alienation from God,and in the indulgence, it may 
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be, of open sin, conviction is sometimes producer1 suddenly 
by the migl:!ty opemtion o~ the Spi rlt of ~od ;a~d in 
such cases it;s O'(;nerally vwlent, aud alarnl1ng. It lS the 
Spirit only, wb~ can effectually convince of sin, iu any 
ca'ie; though a sel'mon, or conversation with a Ohl'jRtian 
friend, Ot· the pemsal of God's word, OJ' some remarkable 
event in Pl'Ovidence, mav be tbe means employed for the 
pl'Oc1uction of that mOlt important effect. And when it 
is prorlucecl, and the gre"t realities of th~ spit'itual, and 
ete.mal world burst sud(lenly UPOll tbe Vlew, no wonder 
tbat the indivlclllal is sometim(" agonized in soul, anrl 
ready almost to sink into despair. Wheu a person haa 
been living exclusively for a present world, practic"lly ig
noring the providence of Gor!, aurl giving himself no 
cancel'll about the futnre, if his mind is suddenly awak
ened to a sense of the realitieg of the "pirituiLl and eternal 
world, no wonder that he is overwhelmed with terror, 
and alarm. When a man is suddenly made to rae lize the 
holiness, and justice of God, and his own utter ungodliness, 
and guilt; and to feel that he deserves nothing but ever
lasting destruction from the presence of God, and from the 
glot·y of bis power, who may describe the agony of sonl 
which he experiences! Such a . sudden realization of 
spiritual and etel'llal thinC's is not uncommon, durinO' great 
revivals of religion ; and the agony of soul whieh it v~oduces 
is .nothing more Lhan, in tlte circumstances of the case, 
mlght be expected. And most frequently such sudden 
and fearful convictions comp,,] the sufferer to apply for 
mercy and p.,·,lon, where alone they can be found, and to 
agonize in prayer, till he finds peace in Jesus. If the 
work, i 11 such cages, is a violent anr! .terrible one, it is 
generally a short, and effectual one. And the ch"nge 
produced is so great that it cannot esc"pe observatiou. 
Such a person is often one wondered at. Having been for
given much, he loves much. Peace flows in upo~'him like a 
migbty. $1.ream, and his joy is, for tbe time, very much in 
proporttou to the depth of misery "Hd despair, from which 
be has been delivere(!. Having been brought up ant of 
the deep pit, and miry clay, aml h',d his feet set npon a 
rock, and his goings established, the overflowing gratitude 
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of his heart finds expression in new songs of praise to 
the God of his sall'>,tiolJ, and his case is so marked, that 
man \' see it, and fear, a11l1 are led to trust in tbe Lord. 

There can be 110 don lIt that an intel'll"l work of convic
tion by the Spirit of Gnrl is necessary in all, even tbose 
who are tbe most happily constitntecJ by God as to natural 
di~position-the most amiable. and com~ciel1tiolls, and COI'

rect in their moml deportment. This is necessary, how
ever bappily constituted tbey may be, however pious their 
parents; howel'el' .indicious and godl), tbeir ednc"tion: for 
all true believers are horn, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nOlO of the will of man, but of God. The con
victiOllB in such are g'enerally not so severe, however 
tlecided and observahle they mil)' be; though I have 
known cases of tbi, kind, in whicb tbey were long con
tinued, "nri di,tre,sing, The trutb iq, tbat men's minds 
are so differently constituted, and their circumstances so 
various, that uniformity is not to he expected, in God's 
dealings with men; for he accommodates his grace to the 
peculiar condition, and cil'cumstances of each, Hence the 
folly uf expecting similar experiences in all cases. 

Thel'e are sOllle persons who doubt the genuineness of 
convel'8ion, if it has not been preceded by severe anel dis
tl'esRing convictiowol,-wbat 0Ul' old divines used to tel'm 14 a 
law work." I once knew a gentleman of extensive pro
pert)', who had devoted a large proportion of it to the 
cause of God, and for many years, given all the evidence 
whieh one could reasonably expect, of genuine conversion, 
and yet I remeltlbel' bim expreSRing' SCl'ious doubts to me, 
whethel' be harl experienced a saving change of beart, and 
Wi" really a child of God; because be bad ne\'er experi
enced these distressing' convictions uf sin, which some 
appea,. to regard as ahsolutely lllLllRpelWlhle. No doubt, 
all who bave been awakened, and renewed by tbe Spirit 
of G()d, bave beHn cOlJl'inceri by him of Rin, bave l,een 
marie to see its exceeding sinfullieRs, ~nd their own utterly 
I'lst condition by natlll'e, and tbeir neeel of a Savionr, and 
tile preciousne.,· and all-sufficiency of JeRlls. But when 
the remedy is known. and its effioacv believed in, even 
before the s~ve"ity of tbe disease is f~Jt; and wbeu it is 
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<)ollfidently applied, when the first symptoms ale expert
llnced. it may be reasonablj expectecl that the cure will be 
speedy and certain. 

Yes Brethren, when, in conseqllence of judicious teach
ing, Jesus bas been known, aud intelligently believed in, 
before convictions are awakened uy the Spi"it in the soul, 
when tbese convictions ari,e, and Jesns is in"tantly applied 
to, I believe tbat peace generally ensues, wilhout any 
severe or protracted stl'llgglc. This is certainly to be 
desired. And my opinion decic!edly is, that, i"stead 'Of 
telTible, find agonizing convictions being desirable, we ought 
to account it special matte,' of th,mksgil'ing, if we a,'e 
b,'ought to peace in believing, without having to pass 
th,'ough them. 

Though convictions may be sur!clen and tenible, and 
genuine conversion speecly and remarkable; yet I believe 
that a wod, of grace is more frequently gradual, and to be 
determined with certainty only by its fruits, a8 "the Sun 
by its shilling, and the spring by the st,'eam wbicb it sends 
forth." If the life is holy. and the fear, and the hatred of 
sin deep, and sin~ere, and Lbe struggle again!=lt it determlned, 
and successful, that is one of tbe most decided evidences of 
gelluir.e cOllversion. This successful struggle against sin 
mustof COllrse be tberesultof the teal', andtbe love of God, 
"nd tbe admiration of the beauty of holiness, anrl daily 
applications to God I'D" that spiritu:;1 strength, in virtue of 
whicb alone we can resist, and overcome temptation; and 
wberever there is tbe love of God, and tbe love of the 
adorable Redeeme!', and t,'ust in his blood alDnefo!' salvation, 
and in the power of his Spirit alone for sanctification, and 
the love of bis day and of his hOll~e, and his people, and 
~be vict?ry over outward sin, ami tbe c111ily struggle against 
mdwelhng corruption, then we may be assured tbat we 
are the children of Goel, whnteYG" may be the natnre of 
the convictions thl'Ough which we b"I'e passed. 



SER!~ON IV. 
THE SPIRI'l"S WORK IN CONVINCING THE 

WORLD, CONCERNING RIGHTEOUSNESS . 

. , Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no 
more."-J obn xvi. 10. 

Who can by searching find out God, wbo can find out 
the Almighty to pelfection 1 E,'en the loftiest of the 
Archangels, who may have been advancing in knowledge, 
and experience, and growing in intellectual strength for 
tbousands of age" can lIel'el', with all their mighty enel'
gies. fathom tlle depths of infinite being, 01' fully compre
hend the nature allCi perfections of the Omuipotent, the 
Omniscient, anel Omnipresent One, wbo"" goings forth 
ha"e been of old, even from eycriasting. Anel if these 
mighty beings, who have probably tbe power of moving 
with inconcei,'aLle rapidity, and visiting the most remote 
parts of cl'eation, and who have consequently the most ex
tensive opportunities of observation, if even tbey, with all 
their migbty sweep of intellect, cannot mastel' the great 
thought, which has for its object the etel'llal and self
existent Creator, how is it to be supposed (hat man, tIle 
creature of a clay, whose cl welling is in the dust, who is 
confined to a comparati,'ely small extent of space and 
time, how is it to be supposed that sucb an oll.e should be 
abJe to comprell<"ncl the nature of tbe Godhead? It 
requires very little power of tbougllt to perceive that th& 
thing is ae impossibility, and that we mU3t he content 
with such glimpses of tbe being and pelfections of God, 
as our limiled powers can gatber from his word and from 
hi, works. From Lis works of creation and providence, 
the reflective and obsel'vant studeut may learn something 
of the power, and wisdom, and goodness of God; but it 
is from his word alone, that we learn anything of the 
mode of the divine existence, and of the wonclrous work 
oC Grace, which affords us the most comforting view of 
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the goodness and love of the Etel'naJ, and Omnipotent 
Oue. 

In the Godhead we are tol~ that there are three dis
tinct persons, one in essence, and unity of action, equal in 
power and glory; and that by mnt ual agreement, they 
have diffel'ent offices to perform, in the great work of re
dt!€ming sinners, from cOIidetnnation and ruin, and restor
ing tbem to God" f,wor and fIiendehip,-to holiness of 
h~;'rt and pmity of life, as an i ndi'pellsahle prepamtiv8 
to ad mission to the inl1eritance of the saints in ligbt,
to fulness of joy in God's presence, and at his right hand 
pleasures for evermore. We know, from the divine record, 
that the Father devised the scheme of redemption, that 
he so loved tbe world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on him, might not perish, but 

-have everlasting life. We know that tbe Son carried that 
scheme into execution, and redeemed ns by his own pre
ciou, hlood, suffering all that justice could demand, as the 
substitute of sinners, ana submitting that his soul should 
Le made an offering for sin. And further, we kuow that 
it is the office of the Holy Spil'it to apply to the hearts and 
consciences of men, the remedy which Christ pJ;O\'ided for 
sin; and that he is to be with the Chmch alwavs, eVen to 
the end of the world. " 

What comfort in the thought., that olle of tbe persons 
of the Godhead charges himself specially with th" care of 
the Church on eal-th, with its preservation, extension auel 
growth in grace! What comfort in the thought, that a 
Being of infinite wisdom, and goorlness, anrl power is 
ever prescnt in the Church, to enlii!hten, strengthen, sallc, 
tify and comfort believers, and' -to arouse,~ convince, 
and convert ungodly sinners! Of the 1ll0rJe of the 
~pil'ii's existence, 01' of his specinl residence, "e 1{now 
nothing. He is possessed of the attl'il,"te of Onmipl'es
eIlce, and is saiel to dwpll with believers. and to be in them; 
yea, tbeir bodies are said to be temples of the Holy Ghost, 
and it .'vas promised by the Saviollr, tbat he wOlllcl lead 
them mto all truth, and comfort, as well as sallctifv them. 
It wo~ld be I?resumption to say that. the Spirit is ';cclll.ied 
exclUSIvely WIth the concel'llS of Christ's Church on 'Hl'lk 
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It is possible however, that this may be the only r6belliou~ 
world, in all God's universe, and bbat it may not only re
quire, but obtain, t.he greatest sbare of bis attention. Nor 
~ill ~his appeal' so extravagant, when ,ve remel1lbel' that 
the Lord Jesus not only remained for upwards of tbil·ty 
years on eartb, and took buman nature into ullion with 
bis divine nature, l:>tlt finally expiated our sins, in Ilis own 
boay on tbe aecl1l'sed tree. And if Goel thought it im
pOi·tant enougb that such condescension should be sub
mitted to, and such a sacrifice made, in ordel' to redeem 
siuners, it does not appear more wonderful, that the Spirit 
should continue in the world, chiBfl y occupied with carry
ing on the work of redemption, in its application to the 
hearts and consciences of men; and tbus fitting [or o'lory 
the souls whom Christ pmebased with bi. blood." w". 
know·th~t the Holy Spirit is in tbe world, and tbough 
invisible to tbe eye of sense, occupied probably with tbe 
Church's affairs chiefly, so that we may well take comfort 
and encouragement from this, and rest aswrecl that., if th" 
Holy Spirit thus interests bimself in the work of salvation, 
he is as willing, as be is able, to listen to the prayer of the 
humble penitent, and second bis feeLle effol·ts, and soften 
his hard bealt, and brillg hilll to close with Cluist's gra
cious offers, an(l ell lighten, and sanctify, and comfort, and 
sustain him, till his pilgrimage in tbis life isendecl, and be 
entel'S into tbe joy of his Lord. 

CHRI3T'S RECEPTION INTO HEAVEN, AND MISSION OF THE 

COMFORTER, IN FULFILMENT OF HIS PROMISE, A 

PROOF OF HIS PERSONAl .. RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

The rigbteousness of which oU!' SavioUl' here speaks, 
and conce~nillg which, be says that the Spirit would con
vince the wodel, refers particularly, in tbe first instance, to 
his personal righteousness. The wodd accused him of 
blasphemy, of imposture, and sedition, and for tLese 
alleged crimes, he was condemned and executed. But 
wben he arose from the dead, and the sublime fact could 
neitber be cOllcealerl nor refuted; and especially when he 
ascended gloriously into heav":Il, in the presell~e of his 
apostles, and thus returned to hIS Father, these thlllgS pro-
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claimed his innocenee to the world, and convicted of'tearful 
sin, the men who had been guilty of his murder, Anrl 
the circumst:mce of his continuing with the Father" so 
that he was no more seen among' men, afforded €l'idel1ce 
that he received a cordial welcome there, Thus the j'esur
rection and ascen,ion of Jesus, might be l'C'gal'(led a. 
beaven's testimony to his righteousness. Alld this testi
mony ought to have been regardeu as sufficient, eve11 by 
the world; siuce it was known by hi. opponents that he 
had ueclared, while living. that he would rise froln t.he 
dead, on the third day after his death, which led to tbeir 
taking every precaution to prevent the removal of his 
body from the sepulcbre, And his resulTection, notwith
standing, Amid circumstances of resistless power, and the 
most sublime and terrific grandeur. as te,tified bv the 
Roman soldiers, was the fulfilment of his own prediction; 
and tbus proved the truthfulness of his cbaracter. and 
showed, at the saine time, God's approbation of his right
eous conduct, Jes1l8 bimself evidently attacbes importance 
to their seeing bim no more, as evidence of God's welcome 
,'eception of him, The fOl'ce of this argument would not 
be felt. bowever, till tbe Spirit was poured out upon thp'e, 
in fulfilment of the Savioll1"s promise, But when he W-l.
poured out in rich and gloriolls effusion, accol'ding to tbG 
Saviour's promise, in his extraordinary gifts, as weJl a8 ol'(liu:
al'Y influences; this Afforded a tangible and practical evi~ 
dence even to tbe world. regarding th@righteousness of bim, 
whose apostles had tbus been endowed with miraculous 
power. They knew tbat it was helieved, on snfficient te,ti
mony, tbat be bad l'isen fl'Olll the dead, and ascended into 
heaven, from whence he said tbat he would send down tbese 
mighty gifts, whose extl'aol'dinal'y effects tbey had wit
nessed, with their own eyes, And tbe exerci8e lov the 
apostles. of tbese giftf, such as the world had neve; wit
nessed hefore, afforded indubitable evidence to e,'el'Y re
flecting and honest man, regmding the righteousness of 
him. who had been so unjustly, and tmmel'cifllllv. and 
wickedly put to death, And to the more enlighte'ned of 
the disciples especially. the fact of his continuing with the 
Father, and returning to them no more, must have afford-
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ed sRtisfactol'V e\'iclonee, not only l'eg'lI'riing his pel'wnal 
righteousne", alld acceptH11Ce \\ith the Fatber, Illlt "Piu11'c1-
ing tbe compleLt'lte~S, and sufficiency of the wo],k wl,il'b be 
had Rc.col11pl"he<l on ea"th. Such must. ha\'e been the 
conclusions proriuced on tlle minds of "n honest men. in 
Jerusalem, by t be \',sihl" effects of the miglJt), operati.ons 
of the Spi"it; but. fJ1ip;htiel' still must have been the 
effects produced by ti,e inwarri operations of tbe Spirit, 
on the hearts of rnultitu,les. 'When the tmths respecting; 
the life, ane! death, "lie! resurrectiou, and ascension of the 
Lord Jesu,<, were c,)]lll11unicilJ.ed to the people, by the 
preaching of the apostles, and when the grand ohject, ac
complished 1'1," IIi., d':'ilth. wa~ expln1ned,--..<...cwen the Rfltls~ 
faction of GI)d',..; ill:~jil'(', :U1U the \'ll1(licat.inn of hi~ law; 
when tbey Wel'{' ;n'l(lt-' tn see that wben Cllri::.:t f<l'lfiel'erl. it 
was as the Ruh;'\tilute of ;1innerR, and th'lt all thiR took pJ:1re. 
according to tbe prvdett"Tniner'l pl1rpo~e of GoLl , R.S fully 
deelarecl in the prophetic 8crhtUl'es, when all this was 
explained by the' 3r("II(',~ to the people, the 8piri! of Goel 
carried home Ihe tru1h wit.h power to theil' he",'(s, al11t 
c'heel a new light on 8eriptme, amI lllade them feel that 
Je811S, the crucified One, was indeed the ).rIe..,slA.} 1 pl'oll~ised 
by the pmphe"_, anr! wbo,,, death was an all'Rufficient 
atonement fOl' sin. "The vinrlicntinn of ,Je:-:us frllm the 
charges Ll'ol.1ght against him," Rays one, "he cbiefly re
fen'ed to the Holy Sririt, the advoe"te, wh", hy his influ
ences on the minds of the people, and !ly his eJoquence 
and energ'y, in the ministry of the apostles, convinced 
both tbe Jews and the Gentiles, that the sentence of th" 
Jewish rulers was uujust, and infamous: and that the very 
pel'oon whom tbey had cl'Ucified, was both Lord IInr\ 
Christ;--Lorc1, tlle great governor nf the universe, and 
Christ, the LOI,d's "n,winter!, the promiserl Me"iaL, It 
waR a maHer of the lltmost COLlR(:~fJllf'l1('e to the Cllri~tiHn 
Call::ie, to hnvB the iT/,nocence anrl lwhness of its founder 
demonstl'aterl. and the cl'ime of tht:; tTe"';:;, in puUinl:( bin1 
to death, lOarle manifest to t.he world. This al,o has been 
literally fulfilled: the uni"el'se, tbat has hean] of bim, he
lie\'es the righteousness ane! innocence of Jesus; and the 
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Jews, bis persecutors, are confounded, and execrated 
throughout tbe habitable globe."* 

THE SPIRIT'S AGENCY IN CONVn..~CING MEX, REGA RDING THE 

SUFFICIENCY OF CHIUS'r'S IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

We baye seen that tbe word righteousness employed 
in OUl· text, inclndes tbe persolJa! righteous)]EsS of Christ; 
but tbis does not by any moans exhaust its meaning.
Christ must be righteous IJilll,elf, Lefore be could provide 
a 11gbteousness for others. And beitlg perfectly separate 
from sinners, and in himself kn9wing no sin, he proyided 
a righteousneRS for us, in virtue of which alone we can be 
justified, in tbe sight of " holy God. 

This righteousness just arose from Christ.'s suffering 
unto deatb, as tbe substitute of smners, and yielding a 
perfect obedience to God's law -in all tbingf.l, as Inan's re
presentaLi'·e in the co\"en.~nt of grace. And this ric,ht
eousness, tbus provided by God, is made over, or imputed 
to all wi", belie'·e in Jesus, and accept him as their Saviollr, 
and, instead of seeking to eRtHblj~h n rig'hteousness of their 
own, depend for salv,~tion nn the right.eonsness of Christ 
alone, and accept it, as God's free anel unmerited gif~ 
tb,·ough the blood of the Lamb. This is wliat Paul tenllS, 
"the righteousness of God, \vith~,ut the law,"-that is, 
tbe righteousness which Gurl lwo\·ideel, and will accept, on 
the part of the sinner, without his yielding" a perfect 
obedience to the law. It is "tbat rigl,teousness, 0r 

obedience to the law, both in its penalty and requil·ements, 
which has been yielded to it by Oul" Lord Jesus Chri,t.
~'Lis is indeed the righteousness of God, for it has he.en 
provided by Goel, and from first to last, has been effected 
by his Son Jesus Chri8t, who is the migbty God, anel the 
Father of eternity. To that righteousness is the eye of 
the believer ever to be directed; on that righteousness 
must he rest; on that rig'hteousness must be Ji~'e; on that 
rigbteousness must he die; in tbat righteousne.,s must he 
appear befom the Judgment seal; i~ that rigli!ccmsness 
must be stand for evel· in tbe presence of a righteous God, 
.. I wi]l.greally rejoice," says Isaiab, "in tue Lord; my 

*Dr. A. Clark] 
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soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me 

with the garmellts of salvation, he hath covered me with 
the robe of rigbteousne~s."* 

This ,ighteousness, thus provided by God for the sia

nel', was not unknown to belieH:~rs in ancient times. It 
was typified in e\'ery sacrifice thftt was 11J"esented, and wit

Dessed by the holy prophets • .1S by D:wit!, IV hen be says, 
"Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, 0 God, tl,ou God of 
my salvation, and my 'tongne shall sing aloud of thy 
rigkteousness;"-not cert.aitdy the personal righteonsnt"s8 
of God; for that, in the circulllstances in wbicl, he was 
placed, David would haVe shruuk frum contcmplnt ing', but 
that righteousness, wbich God provided for the salvation 
of the sinller, through the blood of the great Redeemer, 
who was to be ollered up in sacrifice, in the fulness of 
time. 

It was comparati\'ely dim views of this ,!r10";olts sub
ject, which the old tes(fUllent saints posd8"ed; uut Jesus 
tells the apostles here, that when tb~ Holy Spirit was come, 
.. be would disclose to those whom he influences, that 
l'jghteollsnesfl. of (tod, wbich is revealed to faith as the 
g~ound. of ;.t slIJDer'f.: justification, even the ubedience unto 
death of tbt..:~ divine Red~elDe]', as our surety_ He convinces 
them concerning' tbe Ruital,Jeness, an.) sufficiency of this 
righteousness f",. the end proposed; He makes tbem sensi
ble that, in tbis W")', Gnd is righteous in jnstifvingsinners 
as ,yell as ,Q,°lnriott,':\ ill mel'cy, and in all otllel' pel'fectionFl. 
He discoyen, b, tll<.~m llow the lftw ioS thu~ mag1lifier!, and 
how real faith, in (,he righteousness of Cltrist, is insepar
ablr accolllpanied \\'itb 1;"tl'e<1 of sin, with humility, love 
of God, and ~lJe l)e~riHI!in[{ of' all holy dispositjODS. rle 
convince . .::: them, tLClt Oll!'i:'t's :1"cei;siol1 to the right band 
of the FatlJer full," proveR Ilifo: /"illl:-;nlll acc~~pted; ancI the 
rigbteollsne,",s 11 (] i: .. dlE'd ,tl I ]'OU!:til \Y 1 liell I H;' lier(')'s Hre justifierl ; 
and therefore there is 110 need for him to ftppp;-U' again on 
earth, till he silall eOItH~ to judge tbe WOl'Jd."f 

* Tlnlrl:ltlf' ()Jl Rnm:"lns iii. 2l. 

t Scott's COlllmentary. 
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THE -TWO-FOLD MODE, IN ·WHICH THE SPIRIT'S WORK 

MAY BE REGARDED. 

Such then is tbe t\Yo-fold rigllteousness, in regard to 
whieb, Jesus SHyS tlmt tbe Spirit woukl cOlHince the wOrld. 
First. TLe personal rigbteou,ness of Cbrist,-tbat he wasa 
holy and innocent pel'son, and tben tbe rig'bleousness which 
he provided for believers, by his perfect obedieilce to tbe 
requirement.s, anel penalties of l.be law, or in ot.her word •• 
by yielding a perfect obedience to all tbe reqnirement. of 
tbe law. and suffering its extreme penalty, as the substitute 
of simlers. There is a two-fold mode also, in vuhieh the 
Spirit's working may be regarderl: First. As ill directly, 
thl'ough the miracles and teacbing of tbe apostles, in whom 
the Spirit dwelt, and thl'Ougb wbose ageney he wrought, 
and then as direcLly, througb his own immedi"te. personal 
worKing, stimulating (he nalmal facnlties, enlightening the 
mind, removing prejudices, &uggesting new truths to the 
uDcerstancling, and carrying home truths presented by 
otbers, wl,ether in boob, or by tLe living voice, with re
sistless power to the heart. 

THE TWO"FOLD EFFECT PRODUCED :BY THE SPIRIT'S· 

TEACHING. 

Again there i8 a two-fold effect p1'od ueed by fhe 
Spirit's teacbing.-" There 18 a convincing unto salvatYt'}l7J',. 
and a conviction u uta condemnation. )1* Fir8t. Those who 
belie,-e, and 1'eceive tlle Holy Spirit's gracious teaching, be 
convinces of SiD, of tllcir need of a Sflyiollr}" anel' eftne aU 
sufficiency of Jesus as a Saviour, so that they are led to 
embnICe bim (hal1ki'niiy, an,] cordially, pos all theirsah-ation, 
ane! all their hope. Secondl),. Those who are impenitent 
and rebelliuns, R!J./il J'ece]re not tlle truth, he eonvicts, and 
shows to be in<)-xcu"l,le, by the eyiciGnce which he .. ffords 
oftbe- righte011811eSS of Jesus. and his own power, and pl'e
sanee in tAB Cbureb .. 

We have seen that tbe righteousness, of whieh it is 
said in tbe text, that tbe Spirit would cOllvinc-e the worM, 
though it refere, in the first instance, to the personal right

• Alford. 
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<eousness of Christ, embraces also the righteousness which 
God, through Christ,provide,l for the worJd,hence termed by 
Paul the righteollstl"', uf God, wbieh is by faith of Jesus 
Dhri.,t llutu all, and upon all them that believe. Looking 
at the mattel· in luis light, some have termed this right
·eO~SBess, somewhat illll,r0l'erly perhaps, the world', right
I$ousness, aucl ttl l'efel'ence Lo it, a great Jiving' \vl'itel' ailks 
-" \Vhat is the world\; l"igl.lteollsne5s 1" "Not their own," 
he replies, " but that of the accepted man OhT;st Jesus, 
standillg at the rigl,t h"1ll1 c,f God,-(seell by us no more, 
but by that very "itb.dl'&IVal testified to be the Son of 
GuJ, THE R.IUIlTEOUS UNE), llJ.auife8t-ed in the hearts of 
men by the Bpir;t to be their only righteousness :-an(' 
thereby that righteousness, which they Lad of their own 
before, is J',monstraled to be wort.hless, and as filthy rags. 
-It is the going to the Father, by which this righteous
ness is assureel to us, and by the effect of whieh,-the 
~plrit-tbe conviction respecting it is wrought in our 
hearts. The <,onrlemnatorv side of this part of the cOllvic
tiOll is,-that remorse, wherewith (bey whose day of gl-a<l6 
is past, shall look 011 the perfect righteollSness which 
migltt have been tbeirs, and on the miseraLle substitute, 
with w.hiclt tbey.contented themselves.'''· 

EXHORTATION TO SERIOUS ENQUIRY AS TO WHETHER WE 

HAVE RECEIVED THE SPIRIT OF CHR~SX. 

I have thus endeavol1l'e,l to explain the "atu~·e of the 
Spirit's mission, in convincing men of sin, and righteous
t~ess; and it ought to ba made a solemn, and searching 
enql1iry with everyone of Hs,-have I [,een tbe "uojeet of 
the Spirit's operat.ion? This is a q nestinll as i'llport~llt, 
as it is solemn, fot' remember lLat, if any man have Hot the 
Spirit.of Christ, he is nnlle of hi,. In our natuml stale, 
tlJe minu is cb,rk1 IlU,j perp10:\.edf allil it is uut dim, .qnd 
distorted vlews ".vhieh \\'1; )!~i\Te, in l"t.·,;;al'd to every thillg 
divine aud spiritual. "TLj(j nrtturai Juan I'cc0i\'etll not 
the ihings of tlt" Spirit of God, 101' they <LYe fvolishIless .. to 
him, neither e"u he know tbem, because they are spmtr 
!Jail,)' discerned." Are there any here, whom the Spirit 

, Alford. 
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has convinced of sin, but who bave not yet heen brought 
to peaee, and joy in bdieving? It may be a clark nigbt 
with you at pre~ent, but h(\ve patit~J1C(:" ;!lld the clay star 
wjl! at 1~llgl11 £ll'i,<;e UI'OO ,Your he~Hh. Do Dot, I beseech 
yon, seek to kmdle eparl" of yOll!' own, and hlow them into 
H 11ame, that JOu may wHlk in their t;tl~e and seductive 
glal·e. And aboye all, do not seek t,) estape f!'Om your 
distl'e8,~ing feelin,Q;s, by Rtifiing your eOrl,;idions. Tbis is 
10 quench the Spirit, and seek" teml'CH'flry oblivion of 
yom misery, in the stupefyjng etk",s of the world's 
opiates. 

Bllt from t.his there will, soonel' or l"le]' ],e" fearful 
aWHkenillg; when prohahly all relnedi,·s will be unattain
able, anrlnnavFtiling. As YOll valLle Y()Ul" snuJ's Bafety, 
look yoill' condition fairly in the faee. Dn not. shrink from 
the contemplation of it. And inHend of hiding from the 
sigbt of youI' 8ins, look at tllem ill aJl tileir ;If.q;ravations; 
and let the keen remorse which YOII feel, in eOl-leequence of 
them, lead YOIl in deep sorrow of herrrt to Jesus, aDd be
seech him to relieve you of their beavy hl1l'den. "Ou 
him," it is said. "VI'8re Jairl the in11lnirie8 of 118 all;" find 
he is both able, awl willing to bear yom·s. Come to him 
in faitb, and iowlv penitenlial feeling'; and he wi!! c"use 
light to al'ise in youI' dal'kn(~s", and pe!lce in you]' distrac
tion, and joy in your sorrow. I--li~ gnlC('> "ill be made 
sufficient for YOIl, anell';. strength will Ie perfected in YOUI' 
weakness. 

I know tbere is a goolll.v numher hel'e, who have uot 
only been convjnced of sin, and riglltenn-:ne'<R, but who 
bave obtailJed peaee Hnd joy in helieving. 1 have little, 
deal' hl'ethren to 8ay to YOU" lit PI'{'>Rt'1l1, -t'::lrther than to 
congnttubte YOll; and ex LlOl't yon to he cte:ldfa,r;t, 'im
movable, always abounding in tb,~ \York of ti,e Lorn.
The Spirit of God, I doubL 'not. will slw:-Ih to )'''U' at these 
tftbleA, -: in ttH'.ms more nppropriate, and c:omForting- tJJan 
any thlDg winch ronn cOllld adell"'" t') 1'011. T cannot 0011-

c1udetbis ?lscoun;;E', hOWB\Ter, wi tb !.') 11 t. H·ddre~<.:in.:.!· myself to 
t.ho~E', who mlly never haVe0Xpcl'ieucecl the ~triyino's of the 
Spirit in tlJe;,' sOlll" alld who m:lV hitherto h~ve been 

"Th!s was preached on a cO:t:un~llpion Sau"bath. 
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living exclusively for a p"esent world. Would you be 
awakened, my friends, to a sense of your true conditio!), as 
spiritual and immortal being",-as beings who cannot avoid 
the awful eternity which is before you, even if you should 
desire to hide y,mrselves from it, in the gloomy depths of 
annihilation !-Pray that God would pour out his Holy 
Spirit. upon you, to lead you into all tmlh coucerning 
yourselves, as spi"itn"I, and immortal heings. 

Withont his te",ching, yon must ever remain in igno
mnee, regarding all that it is most important for spir(tual 
and immort",1 beings to know. None teacheth like him. 
And we have tbe p"omise that, if we ask his gracious in
fluences to enlighten. to convince, and convel't us, in true 
sincerity of soul, aud with the earnest desire to obtai ... 
them, they will not be witbheld. f:leek then those gracious 
influences, with all your heart, and God will cause light 
to arise iu yonI' darkne,s, and lead you into all truth, and 
:g"ant you the peace that pnsseth U1il(!el'standing here, and 
fruness of joy in his own presence hereafter. 



SERMON V. 
THE SPIRIT'S WORK IN GONVINOlNG THE 

WORLD, CONGERNING JUDllMENT, 

14 Of judgment. beca.use the prince of this world is judged."
John xvi, 11. 

When Jesus was about to leave llis cliRciples, and con
tinue absent from them in hearen, till the· history of' the 
present disJJen.-:at.ion is WOl1uc! up, and he come~ ~'gr-tin tbe 
second time, wit'JOllt the nece<"ity of a sin-offel'illg, to 
pe,'fect the sal ration of his pe,)!,le, it was desil'alJle th:-,t he 
should say something t<> cOI111"ort them, And that he did 
mo.,t effectually, by teilin>;- them of tbe provisiou which he 
had made, for the welfare of his Gblll'ch, during his 
absence, and for carrying on the work of redemption, in 
its application to the hearts anel consciences of men. And 
this he did, by telling- them that the Holy Ghost, whom 
he terlllS tbe comforter, from tbe abund>tnt consolation 
which he administel's ~o belierer's, wou1d come, and con
vict the wodel, concernin,~ sjn in general, and especially 
cot1cerning t1H~ guilt of not belie\ring in him, and accepting 
him as the Saviour, He tells them likewise that the 
Spi"it would convince the world, not only concerning the 
persooal rigLtteousness of Jesu~, who had been HlOst un~ 
justly and wickedly I-ejected, and condemned uy the Jews, 
but abo regarding that righteousness Wh1Ch he provided 
for beliel'er8, tb,'ou",h which alone sinners C,1I1 be acquitted, 
and accepted, in the si"l,t of a Huly God_ And now, he 
tells tbem in our text, that, when the i:lpil'it was come, he 
would edl1\'ince the ,,,odd, concerning j~ldgment,-tbat is, 
that the Almighty, as a rigbteous llol'ernol', exel'cises 
justice on earth, and that there is a great day of judgment 
coming, when all the accounts which al'e unsettled in this 
world, shall be finally rectified; and when he will rendel' 
to every man, according to his works. 
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THE PRESENCE OF THE SPIHIT, IN FULFILME~T OF CHRIST'S 

PROMISE, AND TO TH~ OVERTHRt~'Y OF SA1'AN'S POWER, 

A PALPABLE EVIDENCE THA'l' GOD NOW RULES 

THE WORLD, AND ,VILL ULTDfATELY JUDGE IT. 

The very fact of the Spirit's coming, and inl'estinK 
the apostles, with new power,;, would be to themselves a 
farther confirmation <'f the trulh of all that Jesus bad 
said to them; and, hy his I,o\\'erful opel'at](ln on their 
minds, he would impress this still more deeply upon their 
hearts. But he would not only convince tbe apostles, bnt 
convict the world ;-II1"t i" l,y undeniaLle evidence, he 
would proye, against their ful'lller ulILelief, the divine 
mHjesty, toe right(:'ollS character, alJd ~urreme sovcrejgnty 
of the Lord CllI'ist. V\Tbell Je"us pal'S bere, that the 
Spirit would convict the world, concerning jndgmeut, he 
just means, that he would affol'cl such evidence, regal'ding 
God's present exercise of JUNtice, anel future judgment of 
the world, as would eOD\'illce all fail' alJ(l rcasonable en
quirers, and leave all OiLers witLout "xcuoe. But how, it 
may be asked, would the Spirit bring bome this conviction 
to the understandillg? Jesus tells u,,-because the pl'ince 
of thi5 world is judged. He would bring home with 
power to tbe understanding the fact, tb~t the p"illca of 
this worlel is juclged,-a ract this, which would soon be 
made palpable to tbe seuses. 

By tbe prince of tbis world, there can be no doubt 
that we arc to understand Satan, wbo is elsewl!ere termed 
"tbe prince of the powel' of the ail', the spirit who now 
worketh in the cbilcli'en of disol,edicllce." I am aware 
tbat sOme supcerficial readel's ha\'e imagined that the 
p"inee of this wOI'ld hOl'e means tee Lord Jesus himself.
But this is impos>il,Je; for in the fOlll'teenth c.bapter of tbis 
bOOK, he applies the same expression to S"lan, as coming 
to tempt him,-" The prince of Ihis world cometh," said 
he, "and hath notLing in me." The same title is applied 
to Satan by Jesus, wben be declared in view of his own 
crucifixion, tbat tLe time had now come, wben Satan 
would be ejected from his usurped dominion over this 
world, "N ow is tne judgment of thie world," said he, 
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" now shall the prince of this world be cast out." As if 
he had said,-Now is the crisis of this world, now has the 
critical time come, when it shall be determined, who shall 
govern it. Now has the time come, when he, who has 
hitherto ruled, with usurped dominion over this world, 
shall be cast out. 

Here then, Jesus declares, that the execution of Judg
ment~upon Satan, the Prince of this world, would afford 
indubitable evidence that God now executes justice in tbis 
world, and that he will ultimately judge it, in righteous
ness, by that man wbom he hath ordained, whereof be 
hath giveu assurance unto all men, in tbat he hath raised 
him from tbe dead. Jesus bere speaks, you will observe, 
of wbat will take place, wben tbe Spirit is come. He teIJs 
us tbat he will convince tbe world, concerning the judg
ment, which God now exercises, and will exercise, by the 
palpable evidence w bich will tl:en be afforded, tbat the 
prince of this world has been judged, and condemned, and 
cast down from his usurped dominion over this world.
But w bat, it may be asked, i8 tbe evidence, w bich will be 
afforded, of Satan's overtbrow ! To tbi" we reply, that 
the very deatb of Cbrist afiords an evidence of Satan's 
ovel'lhrow. This to many of you may seem a strauge 
~ssertion. To many of you it may ratber "ppear that the 
death of Cbrist was Satan's triumpb. Sneb it probably 
appeared to bimself at the time. Bllt he soon found tbat 
it contained the elements of bis destruction. In tbe death 
of Cbrist, sin wa·, condemned and puni,bed,-that sin 
wbicb Satan introduced into our world, and in tbe con
demnation and punisbment of sin, be was condemned and 
punished. And thougb it migbt seem, at first, that by 
death Jesus was overcome, and Satan victori0us over bim, 
the result soon prov~.d how great a mistake tbis was; for 
Christ's death was but the preparative to his victory and 
ultimate triumph. He entered, as it were, into Satan's 
dominions, and in bis own territory, tbe scene of all bis 
former victories, tbe battle-field strewed with tbe bones of 
innumerable victims, there in tbe very stronghold of death, 
he conquered him, who had the power of dea tb, that is the 
devil. He took human nature upon him, for tbllv,Hoy pur-
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pose, tbat be might die, and through death accomplish tbis 
glorious victory. He submitted to death, but it was tbat 
he might grapple with and ull imately dest"oj' it. He enter
ed tbe gloom ,\ abode of the tom b, but it was tbat he migbt 
break its st,'ong bal'R. and divest it henceforward of its 
gloomiest terrors to believer~. The power of death could 
not hold tbe Prince of life. He came forth victorious over 
it, and prepared the way for the cOl11plete fulfilment of 
his own p,'ediction. " I will ransom thelll from the power 
of tbe grave; I will redeem them from deatb. 0 death, I 
will be tby plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy destruction." 

When Christ rose from tbe gTal'C, tbe gmnd crisis in 
the WOrIll'S biRtory w," past. The most indubitable evi-

, denee was thus afforaeel, th"t he bad conquel'ed, in his own 
dominions, him who h",l the powe,' of deatb, And wben 
he ascendeclllp gioriolldy into heavE;n, and procured the 
gift of the Holy Spirit for men, and, in fulfilment of his 
own promise, poured him d,,,Yn upon his discipl~s, tLe 
mOl;t palpable e\'idellc" was af1;)r(led, tbat GorI had accept
ed his cleatb, as a J'alh,om for slnner:'i, and that be was 
sati.fied with the atonement whieb bad I'cell ma,le for 
sin. And thus it was, tbat by death, Cbrist, deprived 
death of it., sting, And tben, too, it wa" that Satan was 
judged, and concl'uererl, and cast out. EYen \,efore Christ's 
deatb, he limit.ed the power of S,I\;ln, and nGtaiueci many 
a victory over him. In every demon whom be ejected, 
he obtained an achantnge o,'er Sa!nD. A[lcl 'when the 
seventy disciples ret.urnecl to !Jim with joy, saying, t. Lord 
even the c1eviis are s111.ject to ns, t.IHol!~h tby nalllB," he 
said nnto them. "I beheld S'ltall, '" lightning f:tli from 
heaven." Thus Obl'iflt, during hi,'S lifu time, llot only re
sisted all t;atan's temptations, bu~ wenl{elled his influence, 
and frequently defeated 1Iim. Alld Hfrer tbe Holy Spirit 
was poured out, his power waR \'Hellj' diminished, "r,d tbe 
way prepared for its final extirpation from the world. By 
enlightenillg men's rninchl, in t1le kllowle<lgl~ of God, alJcl 
of the clairn!'l, w'bid] hl~ has OIl their f':el'vice, their gratitude, 
and affection, and then di,co\'erirJ!( to IhelliS,"I"e, tirei,' own 
tl'ue cha.racter, as g'uijty art<l hp-ll-rle,c.;tlfrilJg' BiTllr€l'R, the 
Spirit awakens roeB to a belJ~e of tJleir lost. eouditiul1; and 
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then, when he discovers to them the preciousness and alf
sufficiency of Christ, and the freeness of the gospel offer 
of salvatiou, through him, they are led thankfully to em
brace him. AmI thus having their nnderstandings 
enlightened, they are enabled to see through the cmfty' 
devices of Satan, and are delivered from his dominion. 

It is said that Christ spoiled principalities and powers, 
and made a show of them openly, tl'iumphing over them, 
on his cross; from which it would appea,' thai, w heu 
Christ made satisfaction to divine justice, on the cross, 
Satan was vanquished, his power at once restrained, and 
vastly dimivished, and the way prepared for its ultimate 
extinctiou. Thus, if Sat au hruised Christ's heel upon the 
cross, his own head was crushed in the ,trug'gle. Thus, 
it would appear that, after the redemption of sinners was 
purchased by Christ's deatb npon the cross, the power of 
God was directly put forth to rest,'ain and ultimately de
stroy the power of Satan. And whAn the Holy Spirit 
was poured out, he convinced men of tbis, not only by 
enlightening their minds, to discover til" meaning: of 
seJ'ipture, in ,'€ferenc~ to this su bj .. ct, but by emaneipatillg 
multitudes from the dominion of SRtan, illuminating tbeir 
understandings, purifying their lives, and making them in 
Christ Jesus, wholly new creatUl'es. Within a soort period 
after the introduction of Christianity, the reign of ignor
ance, and superstition, ano idolatry, and cruelty, and moml 
al.omination was shaken to its basis; and the present vRsily 
improved mo,',,1 and spiritual condition of the world 
proves that Satan has been hurled from his tlll'one of 
usurped dominion over the world; and that be exercises 
unc')ntrolled sway m'er it, only in those dark regions, 
where the glorious truths of the ,gospel are unknown.
Tbus in the emancipation of UlultitmTes frum the dominion 
of Satan, at the commencement of t.he gospel dispell.ation, 
palpable evinence was afforded that Satan was judged, an(l 
cast out. .And this circumstance afforded an a;"fui demon

'stration of the fact, not only that God exercises righteous 
judgment among men now, hut that tbere is " great day 
of Judgment appointed, when the secrets of all hearts 
shall be revealed, when every dark deed of iniquity shall 
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be made manifest, and an aWilrd gil·en to men for eternity 
according to the deeds done in time. 

THE iiOLY SPIRIT, B"Y HIS DIRECT OPERATION UPON THE 
MIN"D, CONVINCES MEN BOTH OF Gon's PRESENT GOV:B1RN": 

1r!ENT OF" THE "tVO'RLD, AND OF THE FUTURE JUDGMENT. 

When the Spirit of God arouses men's consciences, anll 
sets their sins, in gloomy array before them, he not only 
convinces them of the certainty of the day of judgment, 
but fills them with awful terrors, in regard to it. Then 
he makes them feo! that, however solemn a thing it is to 
think of death, it is more solemn still to think, tbat after 
death cometh the. judgment. As snrely then as Satan 
nas been judged, shall el'ery one0fus be judged also, And 
tliis awfnl truth the Holy Spirit brings hoine, with tre
mendous power, to the consciences of awakened sinners. 

You cannot doubt, Brethl'en, that you mnst die. This 
is a ttuth which painful Experience hrings home often, 
with resistless power, to everyone of us. And yet in 01'

{linary circnmstances, bow little are the generality of men 
affected by the cettainty of deatb. Truly it would seem, 
as if men thought all men mortal but tbemselves, a,nd 
lived, as if they were to live fOI' ever. And this indifi'er
ence about death, which they caHoot doubt, Illay show us, 
that their indifference ~~ont the future jndgn~ent proceeds, 
not so much from pOSItIVe nnbellef. as from mdlfierence. a 
strange and. mysterious apathy, from w hieh the Spirit of 
God only can effectually arOllse llS. But as he works by 
means, and employs human instrumentality, in arousing 
sinners from their carelessness, and indifference, let me' 
seek, by setting the simple trnth before you, to eudeavour 
to alarm you into sometbing like activity, about your 
spiritual condition. 

Here tben is a truth. which we cannot ignore. however 
much we may seek to evade it, and Sll I'press its voice now, 
Here is a truth which we must fdce. which will force itself 
npon us, on a dying bed, even if we sbould succeed in alto
gether stifling its voice. by the pleasUI'es, or the business 
of this world, in the day of health. Here is a solemn truth. 
-one ot the most imnortaut of all trutb.,-we must all , C . 
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"'Ppear before the judgment seat of Christ, on the g'l'eat 
day of the ssLtlement of accounts, between us and God .. 
when we must all receive a portion for eternity, according, 
to the deeds done in time. Now,. Brethren. are you pre
pared for this solemn day 1 or are YOlI preparing. for it 1-
Your own conscience will convict yon of innumerable trans-' 
gressioDR. Even if yoUI' life' has been, upon tbe whoTe, 
moral, and exemplary, so far as your fellow-men are con"' 
cerned. how many of you have lived, at one period of 
your life, and how many of you are Ih'ing, now, in in-' 
difference about God, in tbe neglect of the speeis! duties, 
which you owe to him, and destitute of tbat rove, ami' 
gratitude towa\·ds him, to which he is so justly entitled at 
the handa of all his i(}telligent creattues] Alas, Brethren'. 
we have lived chiefty for omselves. and a pt'esent world .. 
and have been unmindful of tbe God who made us, and to· 
whom we are indebted for every thing; and who. conse
quently, has the first claim on the 101'e, and admiration" 
and gratitude. and service of his creatUl'es. Th;s crime of 
ungodliness, or indi·jference about God, whicb is the great 
prevailing sin of this world, however lightly it may be
l'egarded by men, is the most heinous, aud damning of alt 
sins .. 

I know there ls not one in this assamEly who is free
from sin. Our own conscience. condemn everyone of us. 
And I know too, just as certainly. that we must all a]'>pear 
befol'ethe judgment seat oj Christ. Brethren] what utter 
madness in any man to neglect making preparation for 
that awful day, since death may come at any time, and 
deprive us of all opportunity for eve,'] And O. if death 
take any of yon by surprise. anD find you unprepareo, what 
is to become of yo",] In that case, these ears. which are 
no)w listening to a friendly warning. and perhapssomewha~ 
impatiently, must then li3ten to the fealful sentence,
.. Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fil'e prepared 
for tbe devil and his angels-" Let me beseech you,tben, 
this moment to stir up yonI' soul. to solemn thougbt ;-to 
seek to lay hold of, ,pnci realize this great tImth, tbat we 
must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ. Iknow 
that, if you, are led to cOl'lsider you,r ways, aud examino 
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into your heart, and life, conscience will condemn you, and 
array the terrol'S of God's solemn threatenings against you. 
But I am authorized to proclaim a f)'ee pardon to the chief 
of siuners. Goel willeth not that any sinner should perish 
in his sins, hut rather that all should come unto him ill 
lowly penitential sorrow, th),ough Christ, and be saved.
Christ tells us that he came, not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance, and that tbere is joy ill heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninBty and 
nine just persons that need no repentance, Let me be
seech you, then, to repent, and believe the gospel now,:
Christ died to mahe an atonement for the cbief of sinners, 
and his blood clean seth from all 8in. And God bas told 
us in his word that if we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us OUl' sins, and to cleanse ~s from all 
unrighteousne",-God is represent€el by the apostle P"ul, 
as beseeching sinners to repent, and return to him, th"t 
they may be saved; and he P"oys, sinners, in Christ's 
atead, to be reconciled to God. I beseech you, ye careleSs 
ones, to pause and consider now. I beseech you to flee 
for refuge to Christ now, that whBn the storm of God's 
righteous indignation bU),8ts over a guilty wodel, it may 
Dot overwhelm you, You may have been living long in 
the neglect of God; but it is not too late to retul'D to him. 
It is yetan accepted time; it is yet a d~y of salvation.
Tbe Spirit, and the Bride say, come, and let him that 
heareth say, come, and let him that is athirst come; and 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

Yes, Brethren, the salvation whicb I preach is free to 
you, though it had to he pur?hasecl by tbe sujferi~gR, and 
death of Cbl~st. And 0 thlllk of the love of lllm, who 
redeemed you, by his own hlood; and of the fearful aggra
vation of yoUI' guilt, if you persist in practically denying 
the Lord that bought you, Whe[~ Cbrist said,-" And I, 
if I be lifted up from the eartb, Will draw all men to me," 
-he well knew t.he attractll'e power of the cross i-that 
the contemplation of hi8 Bnfierings undertaken for sinners, 
and through which alone God'" justice wa8 satisfied, so 
that it became possible for Lim, as the mOl'al Governor of 
the universe, to extend pardon to .j)lneJ'~, _ be kuew that· 
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this would call forth the aclmiration, and g"atitude, and 
love of all who believingly contemplate tbem, and draw 
them irresistibly to himoelf. "The attl'action of affection, 
which holds tbe soul to Gon, haH been broken, and the 
."ul of man, actuated by selfishness,-revolving upon ita· 
own centre only-jars in its cOlil'se with its falbw spirits, 
and crosses their orbits; and the whole system of the 
spiritnal world upon earth, re\,ol\·e3 in disorde,', the orbs 
wanflel'ing, and "olling away from that centre of morallife 
and powe,', which alone cOlllcl hold them in harmonious)
and happy motion. Ilito the midst of this chaos of dis
ordered spirits, God, the Slin of the spiritual world came 
dowll. He shed light upon the moral darkness, and by 
coming neal', like the approacbes of a migbty magnet, the. 
attraction of his mercy, as manifested in Ohrist crucified, 
became so powerful, that many spi "its, rolling away into 
darkness. and destruction, felt the efHcacy, and were drawn 
back. and cHuBed to move again, in their regular orbits,. 
around tbe light, and life, and lovfroftbe' s!"irilual sy,tem.* 
0; that tbe coutemplation of Ohrist suffering and dying 
for sinusrs 'llay draw you to him. He is able and willing: 
to save to tbe uttermost, all who come unto Goel, as. 
bumble pen.itents, through him. Let me beseechyoUi 
then, to accept [lim, as you,' Saviour thOW, to return in. 
heart to God through Him, in faitb, in penitence. 
and gratitude, this very moment. And if so, wben the 
day of judgment comes, it will have no tel'l'ol's for you. 
It will be the day tbat will consummate your happiness;, 
for then will you hear tbose wo,·ds of welcome, and ap
p-robation addressed to you.-" Oome ye blessed of my; 
]'ather, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from the, 
foundation of the world." 

·Philosophy of the Pl.n of Sahatien" 



SER:hiON VI. 
'THE NA.TURE A.ND EXTENT OF THE PROi\IISE.. 

t,.. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to aU 
<that are afar off; even as mnnyas the Lord our God shall oa11,
Acts ii .. il9". 

To the careful ilH'eetigator of tbe Old Testament, it 
'w:j[] appeal' ev·irlent that, from tbe creation of tbe world, 
,the Spirit of God to a ce.·tain extent., exerted his influence 
·upon the minds of men. Tbus, in the days of Noah, we 
liod God declaring,-H My Spirit shall not always stl'iva 
"with mao." 

After the g.'eat declension of religion, whi~h seems t@ 
(have s11cceeded the death of tb"t patria"cb, whan men bad 
almost nni,'enally Japseel into idolatry, and it became 
ilecessary for God to separate from tbe rest, of mankind 
,tbe family of A.b.'ahMIll, in ()I'der to presel'l'e a knowledge 
-of bimselt; and of pure religion in the wvdd, it is probable 
-that the Spirit ceased altngethe.' to "trive with the idol-
atl'oU8 nations; -Lbat they were given over to a reprobate 
mnind and left to f,,!low the devices of tbeir own evil 
imaginations. The Spirit however still continued to ill
struet, dimct, and !'emonsti'ate with that churCh, which 
was formed out of the descendants of the fathe.· of the 
f~ithful. Thug it is said hy lRaiab.-" In all their amic
tion, he wag affi'cted. aile! the angel of his p.'esenee saved 
·bhE'm. III his love Hnd in lIi8 pity, he 1'0l1eellled tbem; and 
he bare t.hem, and ca1'l'ied th"1ll all the days of old. But 
they rebel·led and vexe,1 his Holy Spirit." And 'Igain it 
Is said by Rtggai,-" Accordi ng 1.0 tb.e lVor.1 th:,t I cov~
.enanted wi th ),ou, wl.ell ye callie out of E.g"pt, so my 
.Spirit .l'emailletb among you; fear ye not." But though it 
is evident tbat the Spirit was not altogetber withheld from 
the Ohurch, durin" the patriarchal anel Mosaic dispensa
,tions, his sacred i~f!uences were then imparteel but in 
,.,.canty J;!1eas)Jre. They were rather lik~ tbe .partiil 
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droppings before the shower, than the full outpouring of 
the rain, which refreshes, and fructifies tbe soil. It seeDlS 
indeed that his influence was then exerted chiefly in aD 
indirect manner, through the medium of prophets, who 
worB endowed with his extraordinary gifts, and'thus fitted 
to admonish, instmct and reclaim their brethren, We do 
not question that those common influences of the Spirit, 
which operate both upon the righteous and the wicked, 
were, to a certain extent, exerted upon the hearts of the 
Jewish people; but those influences of the Spirit, whicb 

, prel'ail in the Christian chll\'ch, hy whieh men al'e awak. 
ened, enlightened, converted, refresherl, comforted, and 
sanctified, seem to l,ave been very partially experienced by 
thegret)t hody of the members of the Jewish church, Ac
cortlingly the prophet Joel mentions it, as a characteristic 
of the latter days, 01' time of the MaSRi,lh,-that then God 
woulli pour out of his Spirit upon all flesh, that even upon 
the servants and handmaidens. in those days, he wOl!ld po\ir 
out hi8 Spirit. - -

This will appear still more evident, when we attend t'l 
what is said upon tbe "u\"ject, in the New Testament, 
.l\bout the time of our SavioUl"s advent, we ,'ead of a few 
individuals being intipired with the extraordinary gifts of 
the Holy Spirit; but this was for a pal'ticularpurpose, and 
we have no reason to believe that they continued to enjoy 
these blessed influences, whilst we are certain that the 
great hody of thosq who looked for redemptiou in Israel, 
enjoyed no "uch privilege. Tbe gift of the Spirit was l\ 
privilege which, John the Bartist taught his hearers to 
expect, would be conferred upon them by that mightier 
one who was to come after him, "I indeed baptize you 
with water ;" said be, "but ODe mightier than I cometh, 
the latchet of whose slJOes I am not worthy to unloose; 
be shaH haptlze you with tbe Holy Ghost, and with fire," 
But during the whole of our SavioUl"s pel'sonal ministry, 
tbis baptism with the Holy Ghost was never perfoJ'lned; 
~nd he always pointerl to it, as a thing wbicb would take 
place, after he hac1left his c1isciples,-ns a thing indeed, 
whieh could not take place, 80 long as he continued among 
'P~lJl. "N eve-rtheless, I tell you the truth," said be~ "it 



T"ME PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT. 

lS expedient for you that I go away i for if I go not away, 
t.he Oomforter will not come unto )'ou, but if I depart, I 
will send him unto you." The gift of the Spil'it indeed, 
in all its richness, and power, could not he COIl ferrer] till 
Jesus had accomplisbed the great work of redemption, 
and ascended gloriously up on high to a"ume his medil\
torial kingdom i for the bestowal of tbe gift of t.he Spirit, 
in all its fullness, was a consequence of t.he atollement.
Thus the apostle John, in explaining a saying of our 
Saviour, adrls,-" For the Holy Ghost was not yet given, 
hecause that Jesus was uot yet glorified." Again Peter 
says-" Thel'efore being by tbe right hand of Gael exalted, 
and having received of the Fatber tbe promise of tbe 
Holy GllDst, he bath sf Jed fortb this, which ye now see 
"nd heal'." Certain illfillences of the Spirit llad been 
shed fortb on the Church all along, hut in such scanty 
meaSUl'e, wben eompared witb tbe great outl,onring of 
his ,gifts find graces, after the ascension of Ohr;st, that tbe 
apostle Jobn might well say,-" That tbe Holy Gbost 
was not yet gi\'en i" that is, the large effusion of his in
fluences predicted by Joel, and promised by tile Sal'ioUl', 
Lad not yet taken place,-tbe new and precious dispensa
tion of tbe Spil'it had not yet heen established. 

It is a remark,,),]e fact that, just as the promise of the 
Messiah permdes the Old Testament, so thepromi,e of 
tbe Spirit peryades the New. In ancient times, men's 
hopes were directed chiefly to the Saviour, and wllen tltat 
Saviour harl actually come, t.o one of tbe mo"t .',·!ori""s 
effects of his fi"isbed work of redemption. 'i'i,Il' th., 
gospel dispensation, when contrasted with tbe Mllsaic, is 
termed Ly St. Panl,-" The minist.ration of the ::il'irit." 
And the Holy Spirit, doubtless in allusion t.o the promises 
which had been. made regarcling him, is termed by tb~ 
Rame Apostle, .. The Holy Spirit of promise." Once 
more, our Saviour bimself terms the influences of the 
Spirit-" Tbe promise of llis Father." "Bebold," say. 
be, "I send tlte promise of my Fntber upon you: ~l1t 
tarr}' ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued wlth 
power from on bigh." And God be praised, the blesseq 
influences of the Spirit were not confined to those, to 
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whom they were originally pI'omisetl, lmt are still rea(ly 
to be pomed forth on aU, who cordially believe, ami 
earnestly ,seek them; so that we ougbt constantly to expect, 
and ferv,ently pray for the fulfilment of the pmmise of the 
Spirit, 'in ,our own son Is, Our Saviour's words, regarding 
this most interesting subject, arC as explicit, as they are 
precious,-" I will pray tbe Father, and he sbaJJ give you 
anotber Comforter, tbat be may abide witb YOll fo,' ever." 
AmI we have a most comfortable commeut un our Saviour's 
declaration, ill the words of tbe text :-" Fo,' the promise 
is unto To.u" ruld to ,Your ,cbiI,lren, and to aJJ that ane 
afill' oft; e'veu as mauy as the Lord 'ollr God shall caJJ," 

THE l"ATURE OF THE PROMISE. 

It ;is,evident f!'Om tbe preceding ,'erse, tbat tbe promis8 
here spoken of is thai ,of t.be communication of the in
fluences of the Holy Silirit; and to anyone mod,erately 
acquainted with Script\1l'e it will be obvious, that tbe 
influences, a" gifts of tbe Spirit, may be reduced to two 
.classeR, fhe extr,ct01,dinary, and the ordinary, By the 
e:xlraordina,'y influences of tbe Spirit are meant those gifts, 
'in ,,'irtue "f whieh propbets were inspired to p,'edict futurA 
,events, .Rlld enabled to perform miracles; and by wbich 
,apostles ,,'nd c€vangellsts 'were gUided into all the truth, 
and had all things called to their remembrance ; b7 
which .tbey were enabled to speak Jangnages wbicb tbey 
'had never leRmec1, to c\1l'e blindness, and i,,/lict it; to 
restore the lame, to beal tbe diseased, and to raise tho 
dead, These gifts, Lowevet:, were be,towec1 for a pa,'l.icu
lar purpose, and were not intended to be pe"m~lJel1t in 
tIM Cburch, for when that purpose, fOl' which they we,'e 
intended, was accomplisbed, tbey were removed,' But, 
however splendid these gifts may appeal', and bowevel' 
important tbey may have been for the pec\lliar exig'encies 
.of the Chnl'ch, at tbe time, ill which tbey "ppe",'~cl, in 
point Cif real advantage to tboRe wbo were puss,essed of 
tbem, they were probably inferior fa,' to those onlinary 
'influences of tbe Spirit, of wbich all O'enuine believers 
.are partakers, Tbis may be infe'Ted fr~m our S"viol1"'8 
'iWOi'ds to the seventy disciples, wben.tbey retllrned.to him 
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with joy, saying-" Lord, even the devils are subject unto 
us, through thy name. Notwithstanding, in this rejoice 
not," said he, "that tbe devils are subject unto you; but 
ratber rejoice, because your names are' written in heaven." 
It may also be infel'led, from the fact, tbat wicked men 
ha,ve been partal<eJ's of these extmordinary gifts, which 
tbey exercisEd for the benefit of otbers, though they 
themselves seem to have derived no permanent advantage 
from tbem. Tbis was eminently the case with Balaam, 
who loved the wages of unrighteousness, and probably 
also with Judas. Om Saviolll' seems to have intended to 
show tbe superiority of the sanctifying graces of the Spirit, 
and the utter inadequacy of his extraordinary gifts, of 
themsell-es, to secure the conversion and sanctification of 
the soul, when he says-" Many will say to me, in tbat 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name! 
and in thy name bave cast Ollt devils! and in thy name 
done many wonderful works! And then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity." Now here you will observe that our 
Lord does not deny'that tbey might have wrougbt mira
cles, in his name, but beeause they were unconverted, aud 
unsanctified, he professes that he never knew them, or 
l'ecognized them, as his; and, therefore, commands them 
to depart from his presence. 

By the ordinary gifts of the Spirit, I mean those, in 
virtue of whicb mell are awakened to a true sense of their
conditivn, as spiritnal and immortal beings, convinced of 
sin, enligbtened in tbe knowledge of Christ, comforted 
and sanctified. It is by the communication of these gifts
tbat Christ is to be in the Church always, even to the end 
of tbe world. These are the very chiefest of the gifts 
which he received for men, after he had ascended up uIl; 
high, and led captivity captive. It appears to me that" 
by the promi,e in this passage, are meant, not the extra
Ilrdinary giftR of the Spirit, which are peculiar to ~ few" 
hnt his ordinary gifts, which are common to all behevers., 
It is probably called the promi.se in this pass.ag.e, by. way 
of eminence,.-the great promIse of the Chnstlan dlspen~ 
iation,-that which was spoken of. in such glowing: 
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language by Joel. and pointed to by Christ, as the 
promise of his Father,-that which, when realized, would 
not only compensate for the bodily absence of Christ. and 
supply his place to the disciples, Lut be more profitaLle to 
them, -than even his bodily presence could be; "It is 
expedient for you," said he to them, "that I go away; 
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come nnto 
you; bnt if I depart, I wi)] selld him unto you." 

In order to appreciate the full importance of this 
promise, it is necessary to -hear in mind, that, by naLu]'e, 
mall is dead in trespa,ses and sins, as incapable of being 
duly affected by spiritual things. as the dead cOl'pse is, by 
mate]'ial objects; and as incapable of l'estOling himself to 
spiritual lite and holiness, as the dead corpse is of resum
ing the animation which has become extinct. The Spirit 
of God must breathe upon, the dry bones, before tbey can 
live. Ii is only through his influence, that the eyes can 
be unsealed, 80 as to see clearly the Teality of spiritual 
things, It is only through his operation upon the heaTt, 
that it can be made to feel tbeir importance. It is only 
through hi. influences that men are awakened to a senS6 
of their dauger, and convinced of sin, of righteousness, 
and of judgment. 

~The great cbange which is prod uceq on the sinner, in 
call sequence of the saving operation of tbe SpiTit, is \'epre; 
seuted in Scripture, under varions similitudes, It is 
spoken of a8 a new bi"th, a passing from death unto life, 
and a new c"eation,- figures these which, if they mean 
any thing at all, imply that a great, a radical change takes 
place on the moral, and spiritual nature of man, and takes 
place too independently of any co-operation, on the part 
of the being, on whom they are produced, But as to 
liow the Spirit operates in the regeueration of the sinner, 
that is a matter, in l'ega]'d to wbich SCl'iptUl'e is silent.
Our Saviou]' seems to indicate, that the knowledO'e of this 
is too high for us, when be compares the Spiri~s opera
tions to the wind, whose effects we see, and may feel, but 
whose'causes, and workings, and retreats we cannot trace . 

. [ We cannot then understand, and it is needless to guess 
at the mode, in which the Spirit finds access to th~ mind,_ 
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l'lna operates upon it; it is quite evident, howe..e)', ii'om 
the whole language of Scriptl1l'e on the subject, that he 
does find access to the mind, and operates upon it dil'ectly, 
not in opposition to its faculties, but through means of 
them i-I.hat he first restores, enlarges, and impro\'es its· 
faculties, and afterwards guides those, IV ho walk after. his 
counsels, and in whom he is said to dwell as in a temple;. 
-that he not only operates upon the mind in regelilera
tion, but afterwarcls continues to pour out more copiaua, 
and more precioHs influences, in proportion as they are. 
valued, and fervently de,ired, and sought ill prayel'. .. If' 
ye, through the Spirit," says Paul, "do mortify the deeds. 
of the body, ye shall Ii I'e ; for as many as are led by th60 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." Ag.un, tho' 
Spirit is said to "help ou,' infirmities," and agai'll, we 
aTe said to be " strengthened with might hy his Spi1'it, in 
the inuer man;" and once more, bv him we are said ta
be "sealed to the day of redempti~n ;"-that is, to have. 
the mark of plll~ty, and sanctity set upon U8, in.timating: 
that we are devoted to Chri,t. Again, believe]'s are 8aiel 
to be " wasbed, and sauctified, and justified, in tbe name 
of the Lord Jesus, and oy the Spirit of om' God."
Finally, that the gift of the Spirit is his divine energy 
operating UP€)D the mind from without, is still farther 
el·ident from the warnings addressed to lL'. in ScriptUl'e, 
snch as, "grieve not the Holy Spirit of God whereby y60 
are sealed to the day of redempiion,"-" quench not 
the Spirit;" and from iDciqental observations in Scripture, 
with regard to this subject. 'fllus we find Stephen, in the. 
Acts, adclre"ing the Jews, in these words-"Ye stiff. 
neckeel, and uncircumcised in heaTt, and ears, ye do always. 
resist tbe Holy Ghost, as your tathel's did, so do ye." 

Tllt,]s, it is clear that the Spil'it is the great agent in 
the work of regeneratioD,-that it is he who, after he has. 
awakened us to a sense of our spirituaI danger, and 
necessities, takes of the things that are Christ's, and show» 
them to OUI' sonh ;-that it is her in short" who applies to> 
liB all tbe henefits, and blessings which Christ purchased 
with his blood i-for though Christ alone p1'epal'ed, the 
great remedy, it is the office of the Spirit to apply It,-
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Well thet1' may he be termed "that Holy Spirit of pro" 
mise." 'Yell may the communication of his influences, 
be termed "the promise of the Father;" for the gift of 
the Spirit seems to comprehend the ~um and su bstallce of 
all the pJ'omises; inasmuch a~ tbe most precious' of tbem 
all were fulfilled, that he migbt be ;,eut; inasmuch as 
those, upon whom he is conferred, have, in this' very dr-' 
eumstance, partaken of the benefits of Cbrist's death, and 
IIl'e benceforth united to him, by a living faith, and thull' 
enjoy not only the earnest, but the first-fruits of salvation'. 

With respect to the nature of the' promise, I have only 
farther to remark, that it respects both the less obvious,: 
and slDw operations of the Spirit, in wh"t mHy be caHed; 
sis ordinary dispensations, and those great o'ntpourings of 
his'influences, which have, from time to time, refreshed' 
lind revil'ed the weary heritage of the Lord,. when it 
might welt be said, in the language of prophecy,-" That 
3 nation was bam at once; for as soon as Zion tral'ailedi 
she broulfht forth her children." Those great out-pourings 
t:>f the Holy Ghost, in vTrtue of whi'ch multitudes have' 
beeu converted at once, and the whole church revived, and 
made to bring forth fruit abundantly, have been peculiat< 
~o the Christian dispensation. No doubt, there wero' 
times of awakening, in the ancient Israelitish Church, as' 
In the time of Samu~J, when we are told that" all 1sme} 
lamented after tbe LOI'd." There must have been a 
mighty awakening too, in the time of John the Baptist,. 
when" Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region rouna 
about J orelan, went out to bim, and were baptized of him 
in Jordan, confessing their sIns." And yl't he pointed to 
a baptism of the Spirit, infiuitely more pl'ecio~ls. which 
did not take place, in his day, and which he said, the 
Mightier One, who W£8 to come aftel', hi 111; would confer. 
And tbose propbecies which refer to the great outpollI'ino' 
of the Spirit, by which the Chmcb was to be so strength": 
eoed, and revived, speak of it, not only as a thing futill'e, 
but in connexion with the times of the Messiah. There 
can. be no doubt that it is in allusion to gospel times, tbat 
Ismah 8ays-" For I will pour water on him that is thirsty, 
and floods upon the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit 
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UR01) thy see~, and my blessing upon thine off,pring: and 
they shall sprmg up as among tbe gmss, as willows by 
the wa~er courses," And that Joel's famous pr?phecy, 
l'egariling the outpouring of tb~ Spirit upon all flesh, 1'e
f~I're'd to gi"pel lillles, is evident f,'om Petds application 
of it to theglol'ioos scene, whicb took place on tbe day of 
Pentecost, " Thi, is that," said he, "which was spoken 
by the prophet Joel. And it shall come to pass in the 
l';st days; "aitb God, I will 1'0111' out of my Spirit upon 
a)! flesh, and your son" ,md Y0ll!' daugbtersshall pl'Ophesy, 
and yonr young llIell s!.tall see visions, and your old lUen 
shnll dream dreams; an,l on my servants, and on my 
hanel-maidens I will POUI' Ollt, in those days, of my Spirit; 
and they shall pl'''pltesy,'' There is no e\'idence that any 
thing so extmoldill"r}" 01' glurious as tLis, ever took place 
(Lti"in~ the ancient dispellE;8tiotl, though thel'e were occa
sional seasoll' of revival amOllg them, Such blessed 
tillles are tLe characte,·istic, and glory of the Christian 
dhpeJlo;ation, And tile hlHssed s~a"c>ns of refreshing and 
revil'al, which have taken place of hte years, ou this 
cor:tinent, in Great. Britaill, and Il'ehncl, and ill" various 
parts of the continent of EllI'opP, give e"idence visible. 
lind un!lli<tilkcable, tbat th~ SUirit is in the Church still, 
alld that the times have not p'lsseel for ever, w hen he will 
be:lvml:ecl out upon all flesh, And well were it for us, in 
cOflllexion with tbis prolllise, to seiz.e upon the concluding 
P'\l't of it,-" And it shall <»Ill~ to pass that whosoever 
shall call upon the name of tbe Lord shall be sal'ecl,"~ 
and plead it, alld give tbe Lord no rest, till he pour out 
his Spil'it upon us, even as floods upon the dry grouud; 
Bud save 8iuners in multitudes, 

THE EXT ENT OF THE PROMISE'. 

The -promise of tbe i>pidt was not limited .to tl,e men 
of the apustle,' ,J"y, 01' to t be people of tbe, st(lc,k of Israel, 
but the promise was unto the111, and to thml' chlldreu, and 
t'; all t.h"t are afar off, even as many a, tbe LOl'd OUI' 

God sball call. Here tllen the promise is, in o"ne respect, 
u~ivel's"l, and in another, limited i-universal with respect 
tu Ul\tiQAS and trilles of mell l limited with respect to tbo.(!; 

n 
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individuals out of every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
whom the LOI'd shall effectually call. It was clearly pre
dicted by the pl'opbet Isaiab, that it should come to pass, 
that God wout" gather ali nations, /tnd tongues, and they 
should cOllle and see his glory; that hiR g'lory should be 
declared among the Gentiles, and" I will also take of tbem 
for priests and fur Ledtes., saith the !"ord."* And this 
prediction was in part fulfilled, in the time of Paul, when 
wl'itlng to the Ephesians he could say-t" But now in 
Chl';.t Jesus, ye, who sometimes were {ar off. are mllde 
nigh bythl) blood of Christ; for he is alii' peace, whobllth 
made both One, and hath broken down tbe middle wall of 
partition between us." 'fhus it is cleal' that th" Gelltiles 
are equally intel'ested with the Jew_, in the salvation of 
Jesus, and in atl the gifts and blessings which he died to 
procure for mell, and consequeutly in the gift of the Holy 
Sp;"it. But farther, we are' taught by the apostle John, 
tbat all wbo believe in Jesus, receive the JIoly Gbost._ 
u Ellt tbis, spake he of the Spirit," says th~ beloved apostlE! 
whieh they wbo believe iI) him should receive," And oU.r 
SaviourhimRelf decial'.es, "If ye tllen being evil, know how 
to give good gifts IInto yO!)1' cbildren; how much more, 
shall your beavenly Fatbet' give the Holy Spirit to tl)em 
that ask him 1" This harmouizes e'l'actly with tbe language 
of tQe text, -that the promise is to all who are afar oif, 
whom the LOl'q our God 84all ca)1. I have nodoub~ tl)lIt 
it is to the plellti611 effllsions of tbe Holy Gbost, whjllb 
were to take r.lage in the lattel' days, tbat Isaiab aHunes, 
in such magnific.ent language, in tbe 66th chapter, "Who 
hath heaFd iuch a thing 1" 'says he " Who hath seen SllCh 
things! Shall the earth be rna, Ie to bring forth in a day' 
or shall a nation be hol'fl at once! for liS sOQll as Zion tra
vai/ed, sh.e brought fnrth her cbildren," " Rejoice ya wjth 
Je"lIsa!~m, and be glad with bel'. 'all ye that love her;" 
fOl' thus saitb the LOl'q, Behold, I will extel)d peace to 
~e,', !i~e a river, and tbe glory of the Gentiles, like II flQw, 
Iflg stream·; then .hall y8 Ruck, ye shall be bOI'~e lIPQ~ hep 
j\ljdes, and b.e dandled upon bel' knees. As oQe wl)pm hi~ 

!' I~~ia!) lxvi, 18, 19, 21. tEphe., ii._l3~ H, 
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motber ~omfortetb, so will I comfort-yon, aud ye sllall be 
comfMted in Jerusalem." 

BlIt again the prolllise is limitell to those individllals 
out of eYel'n killdl'~(t Hnd generatlnn. and tongue, WhOlU 
tbe Lnrd ,balJ elfecllI>!lly call. Chrids death had a merit 
sufli,·ient to "tOlie for the ,i"8 of the whole world; Iclaiah 
lxvi. 8, 10, 12, 13. \Ve know howel'er tbat, in point of 
f"ct, alJ are D"t saved; and why? hel'ause they" will not 
come. nntu hillJ til'lt they might have life." And why do 
they llot will? becau.'e of tbeil' hardened, impenilent, Ull

be:ie\'i)l~ beart~, w h I'll outbi ng CaD soften lJU t tbe mighty 
operotion of tbe Spirit of God. And none !Ifill accept 
the g"spd invitation8, but tho,e whose he Irts, like Lydia's, 
th~ Lord open" In point of fact, tberef,,)'e, the promise 
is made efleetllal only to tbem, whom the Lo)'e! draws by 
hi.SpiJ'it, to whom the 'pirit Rhows the tuings that are 
Ch .. i,t'R, and "l'l'lie" tuem to tl,ei,' sOUb;-Ol' in other 
wOI'd" to tuo"" "hom the L.'l'd OUl' God shall call. IVe 
kn~w that to all whu I. l'ecei\'e ~Je",u8 be gircs powel" to 
becIlme the ,OilS of God, even to them that believe on his 
nam-e;" but we lu}ow also that 1I0ne do J'8cpive him, but 
tho;e " who .)'e l,,'I'Il, not 'of olood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of III an , but of God."* "Ve know, 
anel 0, how c1eii~l1tful the truth,-that "Him who cometh 
nnto Je;;us) he will in no wise ca~t Ollt,l? Lllt we know, al~o:," 
that it is those only ",hom the Fal,hel' giveth unto him, 
who will cOllJe unto him .. ; for no man can come to me," 
sa.id Jesus, "except tile Fatbel' wbich bath sent me draw 
ltill!."t 'rbi, efieclU,d calling' of tbe Binnel', on the part of 
God" is absolutely nece.;sa!'), 1,,,fol'" hE' ellll be )'oLlsed f,'om 
his apathy, and Bh ,ken out of bis incliff"rencG, and dis
armed of his hoetililv and led to "lIlbraee tb" Sal'lOllI'.
However men lDay ~lislike this d!)drine, it is written, as 
with II suuliealll in lbe word of Hod, and is alone consist
ent witl, the experiellceof" deeply Gxel'cisecl soul, who feels 
that .lte "ould n"ver have e()llle to the Saviour, bad not 
thc,Ahoi;rItIY e1mwn him, 1 am aware that ·tb'Jse who 
di,like,.IInd sJlI'illk f",'1ll this doctrine, I'cfedhisand similm· 
passages. to 11 .national calling; but lLis scarcely removes 

*J<>hn i. 12, 13, tJohn vi. 37,44. 
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th<'l difficulty a single step; for it is not one whit less mys
terious; that Gocl should call one nation, and pass over au
other than that he should call effectually one individual, 
and pass by another. We can ouly re801,e it into the 
sovereignty of God,-" Even so Father; for so it seemed 
good, ill thy sight." The"e is no thoughtful man, who 
has IIot felt a great difficulty here,-the old difficulty of 
reconcilin" man's responsibility aud free agency. with God's 
8overeign~v and pl'edetermiued pu '·poses. Gmot us hut 
the omniscience, anr.! omnipotence of God, and all the doc
trine. conuooted with fL'ee grace, and God'. electing love, 
inevitably folh"v. At the same time. I leel that I am a 
responsible being,-I have the consciousness th,tt I am a 
free agent, but how to recoueile the two thi,,~rs, I f"ankly 
confess that I cannot tell. This is cet·tain. that Ood exer
cises no forcible con<traint upon the will, in drawing us to 
Jesus. By tbe force of motiveB, aucl the power of convic
tion, he operates UpOll the will.-He makes us " a willing 
people in the day of his po we,'." The"e are difficulties 
counected with this gt'eat suhject, wh ich no human being 
and pe"baps no finite heing, will ever be able fully to solv., 
but surely it must be admitted that the omnipotent Jehovah 
can do some things, VI hich his creatures caunot fully com
prehend. 

Tbis great subject was once a stumbling-block to me, 
as it has been to many; but I have long since learned to 
draw comfort from it, and ceased to pel'plex myself about 
the difficulty. It isone of these secret things which belong 
unto the Lord, about which it is perhaps as presumptuous 
as it is unpl'Ofitable, to enquire too ctlriou,ly. I have learned 
to follow confidingly the voice of the good Shepherd, even 
when I cannot see my way clearly. Anel he has invited 
all the weary and heavy laden, to come unto him, with 
the promise that if tbey do so, they .hall find .. est to their 
BOuls. And he has invited all the ends of the earth to 
look unto him, and be saved. Ane! to crown all, he has 
assured us that .. him, that cometh unto him, he will in 
no wise cast out," and that .. whosoever WILL. may take oC 
the water of life freely." With these promises in my hand, 
I feel that I am warranted to make the offer of salvation 
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freely to all, assured that whosoevel' will he saved, may 
he saved, as~ured that w hos()ever rometh to Jesus, fal' f!'Om 
being cast out, will be welcomeu; and that he is as willing: 
8S he is able, lo save (0 the uttermo't all, who come untO' 
God through him, Let none tl,ere("re be pel'fllexed "b,mt 
this doctrine of th~ Spit'it's calling", 80 long as we h>lve the 
a.q.,urance that even more wiJIillgil' tball an €",uthlv father 
will .. give gool tlling;s to hi, 'c!;il,lren, will our 'Fathel" 
who is in heaveu gh'e the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him." 



S E R ]f 0 N V II. 
THE HOLY SPlRI'r THE INSPIRER OF THE 

APOSTLE:;, AND GREAT TEACHER 
OF THE UHUlWH, 

'IBut the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in my name. he shall teach you all tllings, and bring :tIl 
things to your rememhrance, whatsoever I have sard unto you."
John xiv. 26.. 

No one can have stur]ied the new Testament with 
care, and given adeqnnte attention to the prO!lliR9." uf our 
Saviollr, reg,lTrling the Olissinn of the Hoh Spil'it, without 
perceiving that, he poillted to a time noticeable, a11<1 most 
lmpOl'tant, when the Hol,v Spirit, whom be terms ,. the 
pl'Omise of tbe Father" would be bestowed. He does not 
intimate tbat the Holy 8pirit ha;; 1l0t been given befOl'e; 
but he points to a new em in the hhtory of the church 
()f God, wbich would be u;;hered in by an extraordi
nary effusion of tbe Holy Spirit ;-an outpouring of 
his gracious influences alto,gether unp,U'alleled, and so 
<copiot1s tbat it could not fnil to altraer the attention of 
tbe world, as well aR to enlighten, comfol,t, and ,"nctify 
the apo~tles, and endow them with extl'aordinal'Y powel't 80 

as to fit tbem, in every respect, for the gre,~t work. with 
which they were entrusterl,-fol' the orl2'aniz'n,g of CI"'i,t'. 
<cburch, ill the face of it host.ile world, fOl' the complc1ion 
of God's rel'elation of elid"e t,.I1tb to man in the New 
Testament Scriptures, and the rliil'usion of the glad ridings 
of salmtion, throughout the world, He speaks in 
langnage, with reg"r(1 to thiR 12'I'e,,( e\,pnt, which is no! 
toO be mistaken. He speHkR of tbe Spirit's heillg ,~ent, of 
his heilJg come; "nrl commander] his di,eiple;; not, to de
part f1'0111 Jel'l1R"lem, but to w"it for" tbe !,J'Omi,e of the 
Father;"-nfltil, tbJ'Ough him, thev 8110nld be enc10werl 
w;th power from on hip;h, And when the promi,ed rel'iorl 
<If the Spirit's outpouring came, it could not be mistaken. 
It was on the day of Pentecost, when the apostles were 
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~1l, with one ac~orrl. in one pbce. 'rhey lwrl 'Dent the 
pl'evions ten days-from tl18 ,,,cension of the S,,;iour-in 
prnvcl'; anel they Were prohahly now ellg"ged in that 
flxl.?l'('i~(', wlwll ~nddpnl~' th(ll'e came fl"orn he;\,en n f:.onnd, 
as of a. 11l;~,1t(y, rll~hin,g Willd. ;:lna it filled Rll tbe bouse 
where tile" \V;,re sitting'. And thCl'C "prearerl unto tbem 
cJo\'~n ton,,Q'ueR, lilw:\R of fhp. Find it. f'Rt upon ench of them, 
and tbey \lere ,,11 filler! with the Holv Ghost, and heg"" 
to 'peak '.\ itb other ton?:l"'", as the Spirit ,2:a,'e them utter
ance. Here then was a tIling, in regard to wbich they 
conIc! not be mistaken. Here WflS tbe lmptism with the 
Holy Ghost, Hila fil'e, which had been pl'o111ised hy the 
Baptist, actuallv confe1'l'ed. Here the cloven tongues, like 
as of fire, appefll'ed on the brows of each of t bern, anel 
thev felt COllRCiollS of a new Rnd wondrolls power stirring' 
the inmost depths of theil' soule. The)' ",ere miraculously 
endowed witb the power of speaking vorions lan,guages. anc1 
thus fitted at once for calTying on th~ missionmT work, 
among all nations. Nor waR this the onlv occasion, whBn 
the p'ower of the Spirit was perceptihly mRnifested.
Upon the return of '(:leter and John to tbeir frienrls. after a 
night's impdsonment. and a hold confe,,"ion of t,hei,' faith 
in Jesus, as the only Saviour, l,efore the Hig'h Pdest and 
leading men of Jel'l"alem, "when they had pl'a\,ec1, tbe 
place was shaken, when they were assembled together; and 
they were all fille'] wilb the Holy Ghost, an,l they spake 
the word of Goel with bol,.1ne8s." 

THE !IOLY SPIRIT THE GREAT. TEACHER OF TIIE CHURCH. 

In the passage hefore ns, Ollr attention is directed to 
the Hoi), Spirit" a8 lhe great teacher of tile church; for 
thongh the pJ'Olllise was 111*le il11 mediately to the apostle", 
yet 'it waR Ih]'()n"h their rlil'inely inspired preaching', and 
writin2:3. that the ch1ll'ch WitS to IIC instnlCtecl in all 
nece,,~~·lI'Y I'eli-:dous hut-h, even till .the con:o:ummal.inn 0f 
all thin,,'S, Our Sal'ioul' sap bere, that when t.be Falber 
8h01l1,1 "send the Holy Ghost in his lIame, that is, a8 hi. 
r~rre"entalive,-that he sllOul,1 teach the apo,11e" al! things. 
And in a subsecluent passage, he says-" HowbBlt, w?en 
he the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you mto 



THE PROMISE OF 'tHE SPIRIT. 

1111 truth," or rather, as it is in the original-into all tht 
huth. We are not for a moment to suppose that, in 
either of theSe passages, our SavloUl" promises that the 
Spirit would communicate to the apostleBj 9. knowledge 
of all things iu. general. As well might we 8UPP"se 
that it is a promi"e, tbat be \yould commulJicate omni
science to tbem. It simply meabs that he would com
municate all necessary religious knowledge to them,_11 
tbat was necessary for their own comfort, and enligh~en
ment, in the way of salvation: al1d all tbat was necessary 
to fit tbem, wbether by tbe living voice, or by their writing_, 
to make wise unto sah'ation tbe men of tuell, own, al1d 
all succeeding generations, ." 

It was by tbe same Spil'it, that all the Old Testament 
prophets were inspired, f!'Om Enocb to Malachi; fur "holy 
men of God spake, as they were moved by the Holy 
Gbost." How often do Moses, and the other pl'Ophets 
communicate messages directly from God to the Ghurch, 
with this solemn announcement,-u Thus saitb the Lord I" 
And David says. expressly,~" The Spirit of the Lord 
Ilpake by me, and his word was in my tongue," And 
so Paul, with reference, doubt~ess, not only to the Old 
Testament, but to that pOI'tion of the New also, which 
was wlitten at the time, _ says,-" All Scripture is gil'sn 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable fo[' docLdne, for 
l'eproof, for correction, for Jnstl'uetion in "igLteoushes8, 
tbat the mRn of God may be pel-fect, thoroughly furni.hed 
unto all good works." These wOI'nB of Paul may be 
J'egarded, in the light of a commentary 011 oUr Saviour's 
words in the text-" He will teach you all things," that 
is-all things needful to direct you, in the way of salm
tion, and to comfort, and gUide you, in your pl'ogress 
through life. And so Paul says, that the SCI'iptur8'l 
are intended to make the man of God perfect. thoroughly 
furnished unto every good work i that is, perfectly instl'ueted 
in the knowledge of alJ things needful to salvation. Rnd fur
nished with inducements, aud motives, sufficiently powerful 
to lead him to the performance of all good works, becom
ing him as a disciple of the Lord Jesus, and the expeot
ant of a glorious immortality. 
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In .the course of the Old Testament dispensation there 
was much p,'ecious tl'Uth communicated, on the most 
important tonics of religion; but stili, when all the scat
t~red rays f,om type, and ceremony, and prophecy, and 
direct reveb,iun Were collected into one focus, believel's, in 
these days, \\alked only as it were, in the light of the full 
moon. It· Was not till Christ ascended up on high, and' 
sent forth tbe Spirit into the Church, that the Sun of 
divine tl'UtD ,n' >se, and shed a clear, and satisfactory light 
on all that it is most impurtant fOl' man, as a responsible, 
and immortal being, to know. Not only were new truths 
commuricated, through the preaching and writings of the 
apostles, but old tl'uths were illustrated, and seen with a 
distinctness unknown before. Not only was the field of 
spiritual "ision extended, untit was irradiated by an intensel' 
light, poured on it dil'ect from the fountain-head of all 
light and truth. 

The statement in John xvi. 13,-" When he, the 
Spirit of trutb, is come, he will guide you illto all the 
truth,"-corresponds exactly with the promise of our 
text, •• He shall teach YOll all things," &c. And both 
are meant to show us, that the i:3pil'it operates upon us, 
through our own mental faculties, and employs them, 
in the communication of the truth, so far as they are 
available. He guides us, in tbe use of them, into all the 
truth, enlightening, and.strengthening, and directing them • 
.And this he does, to a certain extent, in the casa of all 
true believers. But in the case of the apostJes he did 
much more. They were Lo be employed in communicat
ing the truths of the gospel, with divine authority, for the 
guidance of the Chul'cb, in all time; anel therefore they 
enjoyed his extl'aordinal'y iBtluences. By his almighty 
power, be brought all things to their remembrance, what
soever Jesus had said unto them i-he preserved them 
effectually from all errol', and guided them by unel'l'ing 
wisdom, HS to all thev should communicate in the 
writings of the New Testament; and as to the manner 
also, in which the truth should be pl'esented by them. 
In committing to writing, and preserving, for the use, of 
thll Church in all futme ages, the great truths WhICh 
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Jesus had communicated to the apostles, it was necessary 
only tbat the Spil,;t sh~u)d recall [l,em to their menior~', 
preserve them effectually fmm all errol' in the writing of 
them, guide them, as to tbe manlier, in whi,:h tbej"h911ld 
pre.ellt the tl'utb, and direct them as to \vhat pOJ'tio;,'s 'of 
it tbey should cOlllmuricaw, We know that we ha\'~,riot 
a complete record of all tbat Je,"s did, and ~aid, 'fol' 
the simple reaSOIl, that, if so, tlie Nell' Testament ,voidd 
have been so bulky as to have interfererl witb its useful
ne.;s. It was meant fol' all,-ful' tbe comUJon people, as 
well as for those who hfl\'e lei8Ul'e [01' literary pursuits; aT,d 
tberefore it must, of necessity, contain only an abridged ac
corillt of Christ's sayings. and dnillg.,-a selection of all 
that Was most important;----€nough to comfort, and elevate, 
and stimulate us, and guide us in tbe way of sah'ati(\n, 
but nothing to gratify an idle curiosity. This is inspiration. 

THE SF IRIT THE REVBALER OF FUTURE EVENTS. 

Tbere is another species of inspiration, which implies 
a divine operation 'upon the mind, of a higher 80rt. I 
mean tbe revelation of futul'e events .. The gift of pl'()phecy 

. our Saviol11' promised, that the Spil'it would confer upon, 
the,apostles. "He will show ,'ou things to cvme," said 
he. Tbis gift ufpropbecy was cOllferred', in abundant mea
sure, on Pder, John, aud Paul j and ill the striking, and· 
unmistakeal,le fulfilment of 'tleil' prophecies, we Gal'e a 
most conl'illcillg proof of tbe reality ot <'UI' mOot boly 
religion. But the gift of pl'opuecy lI'a, 'not confined to 
tbe apostles. It had been predicted by .Tnel, that, in tbe 
last days, God would pour out of his Spirit upOli all 
fiesh, and that tbeil' ,<>ns, alld tbeir'daugbters Rhnuld 
prophecy. A n(1 so we find thilt, in apo.<tolictimes, notonly 
die! Agabus delil'er remarkable predictions, of tbe fulfil
lDent of whicb we have >1n account ilnhe New Testament, 
but tbe daughtel's of Philip tbe El'angelist also did pro-
pheRY· , 

Wben the prophets were inspired to pl'edict futlll'e 
events, they mu;;t bal'e been enlil'"ly passile, in the banels 
of .:the·Spirit. They could utler only what he communi
cated, and probably employed the ,;ery words wh.ich he sug-
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geated. This, indeed, the prophets themselves declal'ed._ 
'l'hus when Agabus took Paul's girdle, and bound ijis 
olVn hanrls and feat with it, he said,--" Thus sRith the 
Holy Ghost, so .hall the Jew" at Jel'Usalem, bind the man 
that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the 
hands of the Gentiles." 

So entil'ely passive do the pl'ophllts appear to have been, 
when futUl'" events were disclosed to them, that some
times they rlid not understand fully the import of the 
things, which they were made the instruments of com
municating to the Church, and had to study their own 
predictions. Thus Peter say'~" Of which salvation the 
prophets Lave enquii'ed, and semehed diligently, who 
prophesied of the tLings that Rhould come unto you, search, 
iug what, or what mannel' of time, the Spirit of Christ 
which was in them did signify, when it testified before, 
hand the sufferings of Christ, alld the glory that_shoj1lcl. 
follow," 

'fill!: BPJllIl" )i;NLIGHTElfEn THE MINn, AND EJj:ALTED THI!) 

Ji'4,OPItT1Es of 'filE APOSTLES, AND TillS HE DOES, 

TO 8,QM>; E'frENT,Il! THl' 04,SE OF AI,L jlEPEVl'l'~. 

But there is another species of inspiration, of which 
tbe apostles were the snbjects, closely allied to the refresh
ing of the memOl'y, and guiding into all the trlltb, of 
which we have already spoken, but still slightly differe!!t 
from it. I mean the illumination of the mind, and exalta, 
ti'lD of the facultioo, in virtue of which they were enabled 
clearly to understand truths, which were dark, and incom. 
pFehensibl€l to them oofol'e, and to see them, in tbeir 
l'elation to other truth., and comprehend fully tbe glorious 
scheme of I'ademption. Thus, after the out-pouring of 
tbll floly Spirit, on tbe dRy of Pentecost, the apostl!lS fully 
understood, and appreciated trutbs, whiph had appeareq 
mystel'iou., and revolting to tbem before, lind obtaineq all. 
insigbt i1]to the way of sah'ation, to which they bad 
been .tl'8llj.(el',s before. rhis is probably wbat tbe apostle 
.John mean-s by the" un31 ion of tbe Ho!: One," bestowed, 
to some exteut, on all ~enuine believers, lJUt in a double 
!iI1~,aJltIre, UpOl) the apostles, .! But ye have an ulWtiOIl 
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from the Holy One," says he, "atid ye know aJr tLings." 
An'rj, again with reference to the same ,ubject, he says
"We know that the Son of God is come, and Lath gi"en, 
us a,n uncle",tandillg, that we may IdlOW himlhat is true;, 
Ilnd we are in him that is true, even in his SOli Jesus Ohrist." 

Except in tbe matter of predicting futui'e eyenlS, tbe 
SI,i";t revealed to I,he apostles !;ttle Ibat was entil'ely new. 
He rather l)I'e,entecl to them Old 'l'estamentlmth., ;1'I'a
(liated by tbe light of recent event", and enai,J"d them, 
througb tbe help of the facts which tl,ey Ilad themselves 
witnvssed, more fully to understand the import of our 
Sadour's teaching. He recalled to their minds our 
Saviour', instructions, pl'esel'ved tbem from all 61'1'01", in 
the recording of tbem, and thus guidecj them, by in.pira
tion, into the comprellelisinn of "Il necessal')' truth, "lid 
guided them infal1iLly, iu 1he communication of it to the 
Oht.ll'ch. But thou/.!b believers now are not inspired, or 
infallibly IJI'esened flOllI el'l'O", yet they, tOl), 1ave an 
unction f,'om t1e Holy One, ill vil'lue of which they are_ 
guided into all truth, necesslll'Y for their OWII comfo1'!, 

Rud gtlidance, ill 1he way of life, All true belie,'eTs 
are such bv the unction of tbe Holy Oue; for" the natural 
lllan l'eCei~'elh not the things of tbe' Spirit of God, because 
tbey are foolishness to him, neil he.' can L~ know them; 
because they a]'e spiritually di"cerned." 

As for tbe apostles, it was necessa],y tlHtt they should 
enjoy the gifts of the Spirit, i 11 a far big-her degree tban 
ordina.'y belie,'ers; fa., they we]'e made the instlU.nenis ,of 
communicating the will of God to men, in all future ages. 
It was necessary, lhel'el'ol'e, that tbey should enjoy the jn
fallible guidllnce of the Holy Spirit. "SO Oul' Saviour 
promises his apostles, in the text, th3t the Holy GIJOst 
should bring to tbeir minds, by an imlDediate efficacy; the 
things tbat he had spoke.n, tbat, by I,is ill"pil'lttion, they 
might he enaLled 10 write, and preacb them for the good 
and benefit of hiB Church. So Peter tells us, "-holy 
lIl~n of God spake as they were moved by tbe Holv 
Ghost;" that is, in writing- the Scriptures, they were bome 
up by him, cal'l'ied beyond themsel\'es, to speak his words, 
find whRt he iUlned 10 them, Tbe apostles fQl'go' much 



or what. 0 hrist had said to thp,m, or miO'ht do 80' and 
what they did retain in a natural way of re,~embl'ance', was 
no.t a 81lfficienl found"tion to them, to write what they 80 

l'ememhe''6(I, fOl' a )'ule of faith to tIle Ohmcb, For the 
word or pl'Ophecv i., not from any Illan's pl'ope" impulse, 
it comes not fl'om flnv pri\TRte c0I1Cepti0n, understanding, 
01' ,'emembrance, \Vhe"efol'€, Cb"i,t promises tklt the 
Ht)ly Ghost sllflll <1o·this \VOI'k; that they might infallibly 
giv~ out wh"t he ha,l rleiivere,l 10 trwm. Hence that ex
p,'e"inn in Luke i, 3,-" H,wing ha,1 perfect understanding 
of all things, f!'Om 'he ,'el'v lil'st," is bette,' rendel'ed
"h':rving obtained perfect kt)l)wle(lg'8 of things from ribon'f 

(nntin!\, tbe rise, an,l spl'illg of bis so understanding tl,ing>!, 
as to he able infalliblv to gi\'e Lhem Ollt, in a rule of faith 
to the Chl1l'ch,) tban the beginning of the things tbemRcil-es 
spoke·n of; which the wor I itself willllot ensily admit of, '* 

As for nnlina,'y beli8vers, it is et,,)U~'h thnt theial'e effec. 
tually'gui,led by the Spi"it, into all the truth that is neces.· 
arv to comfort, and direct tbem'eil'es, And he enables 
them to see the meaning, IInrl feel the comfort of the prom. 
ise', f~r mora than the apostles themselves <lid, while Christ 
was with them,-" While Jesus was with the apostles, how 
little efficacy on Jheir hearts L.d any of tbe heavenly 
promises he g,,"e them! \\Tben the Spirit Came, how full, 
of joy did he make all things to them! 'fhat which was 
hi"·peculia,' work, which belouged to him by virtue ofbi. 
office, that be also might be glOl'ified. was reserved for 
him. And this is bis wOl'k to the end of the world.-to 
l,';n" th" promi,es of Ch·"jst Lo our minds ancJ heari;a, to 
give"us the comfOl't of them, the joy and sweetness of tbem, 
mnch beyond what tbe disciples found in them, wben 
ehri.t.,in person spa ke to tbem; their g,'acious influence' 
bein,gthen restrained, that, as was said, lhe dispensation of 
the Spirit might be glorified, So are the next wOl'd~ to 
the p,'omise of our text,-" Pence I le",-e with you, my 
peac<l I give unto YO'l." TLe C;\mforter being sent t" 
bring what Christ said to remembrance. tho consequence 
of ids peace, and pardon from trouble of heart, wbatever 
l~.l'elief, oomfol't, joy, SUppOl'tlllent we hal-e, at anr 

" Ov;r®Il. 
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time ,received, from apy promise, work, or thing dOll& by 
Ghrist, it all belongs to this dispensation of the Comforter. 
In'vain sholdd WI! apply our natural abilities to remember, 
call to mipd, consider, the p,'oQlises of Christ; witho"t 
SUC!l#S$ wOlj)d it be, it Is so daily j hut when thtl Oomforter 
<loth unclert~ke the work, it is done to the p~rpose."* 

'filE INSPIRATION OF THE APOSTLES, PROPERLY so C'\~L' 

ED, AS DISTINGUISHED FROM THE SPIRITUAL 

ILLUMINATION OF ORDINARY BELIEVERS, 

As to th/lt divine Inspiration, in vlrtne of which Hod's 
servants of old were enabled to write the Scriptures, :( 
would remark, th~t, whilst in regard to what they he!lrd, 
Imd saw, the Spi"it I'ecalle,l all tbingR tp their remembrance, 
lIJ1d directed tbem, as to what they should Nmmjt f,o 
writing, and guicle,d them, as to the'maune,' of doing it, 
lind presided orlll' the execution of the WOI'k, sO 8S .,free
tuslly to preserve tbem f!'Om /Ill enOl', still, in the doing 
of it, be seems to have left them to eluploy their own in, 
dirldllal powel'S, And thus it j., tn'lt we find 811ch vllFiety 
of manner and expressiop, in the books of Scrlptur~,~ 
Each wl;ter l)I'eserves bis own individuality, ,lnd seems to 
have hen left, within certaip limits, to employ hid Qwn 
peculiar gifts /111<1 powers, ' 

When II ~kjlful musiciau plays upon different instru, 
ments, they all give f01'(h different sound" the tones pe, 
c\llial' to each of th~m; bljt they all enlit the uotes which the 
lI1u8ician iJltencls they should, If he play the SIlme tuna 
01) each, the notes will be preci,ely the same, as given forth 
by all; but there will be a beautiful vllriety in tbe spunds. 
It is just so with the Holy Spirit, /Iud the different writers 
of the books of Scripture, It is the S"TDe Spirit thai 
hrelltblls into ellch of tbem, and they aU give fOlth the very 
stat.ement., and sentiments, and promises, and instructions 
wbien he intends tbey .hould; tbey ali expI'e8s the, mind 
of the Sl'il-it, Lut each in his own peculiar manner, they 
ahl e~ch instruments, in the hand of the ~ame Bpirit, and 
_h ~ves forth the ¥ery truth which be inspires ~ 

·Owelil..;, 



THE PROMISE OF THli ~PIRIT. 

tbe!!" but with (be pecnliar sonna, and manner, expressive 
of the di,tinct individuality uf each, 

That diY'ina iu'piration, in virtue of which God's ser
Hlit" of old Wel'e enaGled to compose tbe Sniptlll'es, was 
not bestowed upon ordinary believers, in apostolic times; nor 
~e it confe"l'ec1l1poll the most distillgui~hed llclievel's now, 
J'Jst because there is no longer any lJeee.,sity for it; for 
God ne"er confers special gifts, wben tlleyare not needed, 
Bnt, as a divine illLll11inati,lll was needed l,y (he arJ0stles, 
befol'e they coulc! understand or appreciate am' Sariour'R 
sayings, so a di,'ine il~uminatioD is needed still before we 
ClUJ nnderstand, or "PImitia!e the writillgs of the apostles, 
To the great llle"" of men, tIle BiGle is, to a large extent, a 
sealed b,ok, The underotanding must be enlightened by 
the Spirit of God, before it can be comprehended and 
receil'ed; for it is spiritually discerned, Now here, ob
serve tbe respective functions d the Spirit and the word, 
The Spirit must prepare the mind, and heart, to compre· 
hend, al'd T('Ceive the word, and tLen farther enligbtens 
the undel'stauding' through tLe word, But farther 
to tbe natUl'al lTlan the BiLle is not only dark and 
l11ysteriou. in lTlany re'pee!B, it is uninviting and repulsil'e, 
Man must be made to see tIle tremendous evil of sin; Bnd 
the con,equences of wbat may appeal' to the natural 
man but H sm>.!1 sin, mmifyillg througllOut eternity and 
like the circle occasioned br a .tone tbl',,\\n into the smooth 
sea, eve!' increa:-.ing 111 clill;lwter, till its influence is said to 
be felt on tlte n"'lllOtest 8lJore,-L~ JlJUE-t lIe sen:'.ible of tIds, 
befol'e be can unrlerHand, and appro\'e of God's awful se
verity in dealing with it :-Tbe car""l mind is enmity 
against God, and thel'e is a positive cOlltempt felt by mul· 
titlldesfor €\'el')' thing cOllDected with religion, It is clear, 
thel'efore, that not only l1lURt ligllt be let into Ille under
.tandin!!; but the enmity of tIle heart mURt be suLdued, 
befoJ'e divine tl'llt~l C III b", unlel·,to·J,I, anel appreciated,
'1' be expr,..;itiIJIIS anti reHsollln,!!.'R of mini~tl~I'S nnd otherintel· 
jgent ChristianR, IlP1Y d() sOllwtlllng towards 1be accOI1l
pli,IJlllcnt of lhiR; l.ut 01,])' as they are iUFtr1lll1Cnts in the 
hands of G~d's Spirit; fol' no' bing but divine power can 
OJMlD the blind eyes, and sotten, nuel renew the stony heart, 



e Itr mOTe humbling views of the blindne"" of our un
derstandings, and the bard ness of our bearts, in regard to 
tbose great moral, and spiritual truths, w bich it most con
eerns us, as spiritual and immortal beings to know, then 
should we bave a keener sense of our helplessness, and 
danger, and need of thilt divine illumination, in virtu~ of 
w hieb alone, we can comprehend God's holy word j and 
of that renewal of heart, in virtue of which alone we will 
appreciate it, and submit to it. It is this deep feeling of 
OUI' belpleosness, and danger, and need of dil'ind assistance. 
that alone will constrain tiS to CI'Y earne.tly to God for 
help. And if we do so, in deep eamestness of soul, that 
help will not :be witLbeld. fOl' even mOl'e readily tban an 
el\\'thly parent will gIve needed snccour to Lis lielpless, 
lind imploring child, will our beal'ellly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them who a,k biUl. " Ask and it .ball be 
givlln yon" said OUf Saviou\', with Tefel'ence to 
his ,"ery subject; ., Seek 311d ye shall find: knock and it 
shall be opened unto you; fot' eve,'y olle that aBketh, ra
eeivetb, and h'l that seeketb, findetb, and to him that 
lI!Ioekeih, it shall be opened." 



S E R M 0 N VIIl. 
THE SEALING OF THE SAINTS. 

"In ~hom, after that ye believed, ye were _ se.led with that 
Holy Sptrlt of promiS'e. which is the earnest of Our inherit::Lnco. 
'nntH the t:edev.tptio.u of the purchased possession, unto the prai~. 91 
his glory."-EpnEs~ 1.13, 14, 

It will scat'cely be doubted by any intelligent student 
Qf the Bible, who regat'ds all its statements as cl)ntaining 
the very truth of God, that the Holy Spi,-it i. that per3011 
Qf the Godhead, who carries on the wbole wOI'k of 
redemption, in its application to tbe hearts, and con
sciences of men;~beginning the good wOl'k in them, aod 
carrying it onward to p8,fection; for though Christ;1 
Mid to be th(' author, and finisher of oUr faith, it il by 
the agency of the Holy Spirit, as his Representative on 
earth, that he operates. .. There is no good communica~ed 
unto us fmIn God, hilt it is bestowed on us, or wrought 
in us, by the Holy Ghost. No gift, no g,-ace, no mercy. 
no privilege, no consolation do we receive, po . .,se~s, or use, 
but it is wrougbt in us, confened upon U3, 01' m3niftlsted 
unto tls by him alone. Nor is there any good io u. 
towards God, any faith, love, duty, obedience, but what i. 
effectually wrought in U5 by him; fOl' in us, that is in onr 
tlesh, dwelleth no good thing," * 

He it i" wl:o kindles tbe first spark of spiritual lite ill 
QUI'soul., and arouses us fmlD the state of D,'utal stupidity, 
in regard to spiritual things, in which all men al'e by 
nature sunk. He it is, who fit·,t awakens us to a sen,e of 
the value of the sonl, and the infinite imp'"tance of eternity, 
He it i. who awakens us to an nvenvhelming senRe of the 
tremendous evil, and guilt, and rt.inous consequence. of 
that sin, which brought death into OUl' world, lind all its 
'froG; lind wiU iink into thslowest hell th.OO4 woo ~ot 
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in the el)mmi88ion of it. And especially he shows us 
the dangel', and ingratitude of sin, as cOlIJmitted against 
a Gut! of ildlnit~ goodness, aud ioflexil>lu justice, alld 
omuipotent power. And. bavlug thus made the siuner 
~t:e hi6 .d;111~el', and feeJ IJi~ guilt, he directs hilt) to Je:o:ius, 
the Sa<;:iullr's frieLJ, slhl\\'b tum the Hll-~ufli;it'IlCy of his 
propitiatory death, Ul'es~es upon him the f'loeeHet:-8 of the 
gmpd oilel', and pel'wad .. ", and eBal,les him to emurace 
Jesus; as his Sa,'iour; "nd tben ennbllllg him Jo se~ his 
covenant intere&L ill tile Redeemer, and the Becurity of the 
foundation, on which he rests his bope for eteJ'llity, he 
enables bim to oulain peace, and joy in believing. ' 

Bnt when the sinnel' bas been brought out of a state 
of nlllure into a .tate of grace, how nmch stiil remains to 
be done in him, and for him. He is but a babe in .Cbi,ist, 
and as sueb, being adopted into tbe family of' tbe 
Redeemed, he is subjected to the schooling, and training, 
and provision, whidl iA the portion of tile cbildren, till h .. 
attains the stature of a perfect Illall in Cbri:-L Jesu,,; when 
tbe image of God is. reproduced UI;Oll bim, or, in otber 
words, when he is inade so to resemble God in cbaracter, 
that the likeness may be recognized by the ciisce1'lling 
ones. Then be is said to be .ealed. The liken""s of God 
is impressed 'upon him, as tbe inmge gTaven upon a se"l 
is impressed upon the wax, to which it is ap)Jlied. The 
sealing bel'S spoken of refers, dOl\~tle,s, to somdhiug dune 
to tbe beiiever, aller he has Leen regeneJ'ated, and juslified 
through faith in Jesus. And though it is not very ea>y 
to explain the precise meaning of the metaphor bel'S em
ployed by the apostle, the geneml scope of it is eaoily 
unde1'lltooc1. In the parallel passage in the fourth chapter 
of this e)Jistle, the Spirit is represented as the agenl, by 
whom the se"ling is done;-" And grieve not the Holy 
Spirit of God," it is saill, .. whereby ye are sealed to the 
day of redemption." Ant! our text migllt h"ve Leel! so' 
trall,lated, as to represent tbe Holy Spirit as the agent in 
thi. wOrk. It mig-ut h:n-e been ]'ellder~d,-" III wholl1 
also, afler that ye believed, ye were sealed by that Holy 
Spirit of p·o'lliee." As the text stauds in Olll' fluthoJizeU 
ncsion, the Holy Spiri/;) is H,p]'«sel!t~d as the • .,al Ilpplkd" 
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to belieyel's hy God. Tbis wonld amount eubstantiany to 
the sallle tlli"g'. And, as a seal leaves tbe exact ilnpres
sion "f itseJ all the "1I,,lanc" to VI hieh it is applied, so 
the Holy Npil'il, c()lI~idt'l'ed :tl! a seal, being applied to 
belie\.'er8, would JeR\'e the exacl 11l11J1"ession of himself 
upon 1 bell), I plp-fel", II(1we\'ei", -;:0 cOllsider the Spirit he1'e 
£11:> the a~t'nt emplo., ed 111 I-ealillg' the I'ep:enerate. This is 
his pec1l1i,tr WUI k. The im;.J~e of God lllay be con~idered 
.as gl'aven on the 8eal; and to seal a btlie\'er is to stamp 
the clIarHcter of GOII upon him, lind mark him out for 
his .. Thus wben the Holy S1'nit, in tbe process of saneti
llCHtlOl1, reneWS 11~, after the imao-e of God, he s'eals 113.
This seaiitlg by the Holy Gbost j, said to Le the earnest 
{)f the believer's inherita"ce; and certainly to bal'e tI,e 
stamp of the Holy Gbost upon us, ie to bear about with 
us Hn evidellce that we are accepted of God. ANI tha 
cOllscioll,ness of tliis must be an unfailing' well-<pring of 
h"ppilless t{) the l,elievel'_ But when tbe Holy Ghost 
,lwells in us, and impreeses the image of himself upon 
us, he fills us wit.b peace, HIllI jny in uelieving; and this 
constitutes more 1ul:y tbe carnest, or first-Ii uits of tbe 
hetlvenly inheritance; for the happine'l8 of beaven begins 
in the Leliever's heart on eartb. A ud thi, be will con
tinue to enjoy, till his bappine.<s is perfected, by tbe 
redemption of his body fl'om the grave; and his entering 
upon the full eujoyment of tbe heavenly inheritance. 

This sealing cannot be explained, wit,h l'efel'ence to the 
pO~8es8ion of 1ll1rac111lltls powers; ., For theRe were not the 
pledge, and t.he foretaste of beaven, as this sealing is de
d,ued to bave been; fa I' many unsanctlfiell persons exel'
-cised mimcnlous powers." Bllt it refe,.,. ,t1 undollbtedlyto 
that <)l1t\\'~]'(1 holilieAs, ancl beauty of Christian character, 
produced 011 believers by tho F>lIlctifyiilg' powel' of tbe 
Spirit. which is so malli!'est to t.he intelligent, amI impartial 
observer, tbaL it cannoL be IlIi,lal;en. Even tbe world 
.ean pel"eeive thi~. Wbel"e\-el' a seal 18 imprl:l&~ed, the in
scl'iption and device can he Seen. 'rile sealed Olle~, 
mentioned in Revolation, are just true believers sanctifie,l 
by the Spirit of God. Anll when the angel, who h",l 
the seal of the living Gael in his hand, commandocl lhe 
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fotlr angelR, to whom it was given to hurt the e~rth arid 
the sea, not to hurt them, ttll THEY bff'! se'aled tbe serv'fitlts 
of God, in their forebeads, it just means {,bal GO(!" deso
lating- judgments were to he sllspended, 1m liis ellief were 
sanctified, anel made meet fOl' heaven. Now, wbat I ,"o(l'd 
wisb to imr.ress upon you, from tbis seaHng' is, that when
evpr <onctJ/ication is genuine, it will he seen. Wile'll a 
se'd i, impressed "pon the farehead of a persoll', it C'ano'Ot 
he hid,len. 

TilE MODE IN wrrrcH THE PROCESS' OF !!'E,'LING lIE

LIEVERS IS CARRIED ON. 

In interpreting metaphol"S, we are not to IO'o"k fOl' a 
parallel in every pal·ticulw'. It;" the general re,eMI,lance 
only that is to beregal"{led. And here the reseml')'lanc~ is 
not between t11e' mode, in which the tbings al'e done, hut 
as to tbe general effect prod uced. When a Rp,~l is app1ied 
to a piece of wax, a perfect irIl"p"essian is produced at O"iice_ 
It;' not so in tbe sealing of believers. Tbat is a' g'ra:dual 
proC"el!". :Bllt the- effeet pmdnced in both caBes is' strh
staatially tbe same. A pedeet image of the seal is- ref~ 
upon the wax:' and so, an image or resemblanoo of the 
divinee-baract.er is proouced by the Spirit on the- so'll1 of 
the believer; 

J.-TH'S' 3PIRIT ILWmNA.'l"EB THE souL- OF THE BE-L-IEVK.R, 

CIFIEFlrY TH'ROOG[{ A 'VRITTEN" WOib'J}, 

AND A LIVING MINISTRy' .. 

In regeneratiotl'" the Spi"it I'emoves' th"e' scal'cS' r,'~ 
our mental eYAs, a"Ild enables It\'l to percHive divine' truth, 
and, thl'Ough tli"t truth" begets >l'S umto everlllS!iilg life:
Bnt the enlightening process is not stopped, when the be
lievel' is born fJ'om abcwe. It continues, during the wh",le' 
perioo of his earthly sojOtll"ll, till grnee is lll<lde pelfect ill' 
glory. Tbe Spirit continues to sbine into,the' ."u·l of that 
believer, melting d'own all obstructioll>\" and strengthening: 
and improving bis pemeptive POWEll·s. But it is mainly~ 
of not exclusively, by enabling' us to understand tbe' Scrip
tures, and recalling SCI'iptnre trutb to our mind, tb",t be' 
communicates to us llote knowledl;c or dil'ine thi~; aad.! 
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g.uides US into all saving truth. Jesus promised his dis
ciples that, when the Comforter was sent in his name, he 
would teach them all thing., and bring all things to their 
rememhrance, whatsoever he had said unto tbem; and tbat 
he wouldguide them into all the trulh. No doubt, tbis 
implied to the apostles tbe gift of inspiration,-a thing 
which, in its higher, and peculiar senoo, we cannot expect; 
but tbe pl'Omise, iu so far as it is necessary for enliO'htening 
believers, extends tv God's people in all time. This is one 
of tbe very cbiefest of the purposes, for which the SpiI'it 
is to abide in the ChUl'ch tOl' ever. Just as the Spirit was 
to teach the "postles all necessary religious doctrine, and 
bring all Chl"ist's statements to their remembrance, 80 he 
teacbes us, tbrong-hthe Scriptures, all necessary religious 
truth. In other words, he ~nables us to understand the Scrip
tUI es, \I bich to tL<l nat.urallllilll, are a sealed book, and he 
bril,g< Scripture truths to our remembrance, according as 
circUlm!aLJce.'> require. However important, and indispensa
ble the SCI iptlJl'es are, in themselves, they are not enough. 
All sa\'ing truth is in them, but blind eyes cannot see it, 
and dead hearts cannot feel it. The character of J.esus is 
plainly enough delineated there, but the natural man can 
neithel' understand DOl' appreciate it; for no man can say 
that Jesus is the Lord, lJUt by the Holy Ghost. N'l man 
can feel his Deed of him or see his all.sufficiency, as a 
SavioUl', and so .embrace him as his, and from tbe heart 
call him Lord, till the Spirit take of the things that are 
Chl'ist's, and show tbem to him, and manifest them to his 
80nI, ill another way tLan he doth unto the world. And 
hence it is, that, if any man ha\'e not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his; f.()r without the 8pil'it of Christ, he 
cannot believe in JeStIs, nor accept him. as his. Thus the 
Spirit and the word cannot be d~s:wiated, in th~ economy 
of gl'oee, any more tblUl the SPll'lt and the Bl'lde can, If 
she is really to be the Lamb's wife, arrayed in fi,ne linen, 
clean and white, INLicu is the righteo.u8t1ess of Saints. 

Paul terlDs tbe gospel" the millistration of the Spirit." 
All its ordinances are appointed by him.' and. the~ ~re 
rendered effectual only, when acco~npallled '~lth ?lV1ne 
power. The minds .of all true ~heyers he Illummates 
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directly, and snables them,as tbey haye capacity and op.
portll~ity, to llnde'stancl the Scl'iptures. Rllt in ordinal'Y 
circumstanees, he op~ratds upon tllem to a large extent, 
th,'ough the milli'te!'s of tlte (J"'pel. Th,·,€ a,'e amJng 
the gifls which he has gi\'ell to men ;-" Ft)!, he gave 
some apostles, awl ~{)tne J.'rophet~, and some €\'angeJi:::ts, 
an,l some pastors and teac'ber,. 101' the pe,'fecling of the, 
Saints, fur the work of the lIJilli,tJ'Y, 1'0" tbe ed'fying of 
the body of eLri,t; till we ,,11 C'Jllle, in tbe ulIIty of 
the faith, and of the kno\\'ledg'e of tlie Son of God, unto 
a perteC! man, unlo tlte Ulea'~l'e of the stature of tlte full
neA' of Christ." Vvherelar tbe Spirit "f God crills men 
to tbe minist"y, and sends tl,em to a I,eople, he cunfer,. 
upon them, in g,'eate,' 01' JeR> measure, tbe gift, necessary 
to fit them fOJ' carrying on tbe wOJ'k of the Lord. To alf 
such he gives the gift ofpreaciJjng, a. well IIg the gift of 
pl'ayer, though in difiel'ent de.grees, and lTIallllefS. u 1\r 
one is given 1"y the Spi"iL the word of wi,dom, 10 allo~he,. 
the wo,'d of knowledge 1"y tbe s"'"e Spirit," ",,;! to al1 
.. the. Spirit of g,'ace "lid 511 pplications," Tllese gifts must, 
be ,cultivated, t hat they may be exercised ·witL the most 
extensive, "nd beneficial effect. And then, when SllCb. 

men p,'each "with tbe Holy G bUbt sellt down f!'Om 
hea\-en," accompmying them, thei,' p,'eacbing cannot fan 
to be efficacious, in ,,,,lightening tbe unders, aOllingg, and 
impressing the hearts of men. Silch are the men who, 
speak with the" tongue of Ilt-e," wonh uf power, deeply 
expre.,~ive of the suLlill,e anL! solemn tl'lllhs, and prof"ltnd, 
convictions, and ardent emotions, which haye been infused 
into their own souls by the Spirit of Guel. It is the' 
ministry of such heavell·taught, and divinely commissioned 
men alone, th:1t will be extensively useful; lor llIen canuot 
excite feeliugs, which tltey ]"1'8 not tllem"elves felt, or 
give ,that, which tbey baye not tbemselws ,'eceil'e:{, And 
whenever such men labor ill faith, and p,'ayer, and with 
earnest desires lo promote God's glory, and "a\'e soule, 
their labor~ will never Le altogetbe,' in vain. Tbere may 
be' obstructIOns among it peopie, which hiuder tbe circula. 
tion of spiritual]i!," alllong them, but when life de8cends" 
\I'ith power, from the pulpi t t.o the pew, it will generally , 
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sooner or I~ter, SWejJP away these "bstl'Uctions. But where 
men run wIthout being sent, they shall not profit God's 
people at alL 

K.nowing> as w.e do, what unregenerate man is, ignorant, 
~ensual, woddly-minded, and full of enmity against God, 
w,ell might the minister of the Gospel despair of success, 
if he Jabor,adin his own .strength; and tremble to go forth 
il)to ",nch a world, with sneh a message as he hIlS to bear. 
But lVith the a.rm of Omnipotence to lean UpOD, what 
hIlS he to fead And with the.assistance of him to dapend 
upo.n, und!" whose /lontrol I>re the hea.rts of all men, why 
sb,ould he doubt that success, sooner 01' later, in larger or 
omaHer measme, will ultimately crown his labors 1 It is 
this miujstry of the Spirit, .. which gives unto the minis
try ,of the gQSpill both its glQ1'y, an.d its efficacy. Take 
away the Spirit fmm the gospel, and you render it a dead 
Jetter, and leave tb.e New Testament of no more use to 
C.hri.tians, than the Old Testament is 10 the Jews. It is 
the/"f,)I'e, a mischievoll.s imagination, proceeding from 
ignOl'ance, blindness, and unbelief, that there is no mO\'e 
in the gospel, hut what is contained 1,lUder any other doc
trjne, or declaration of trll.tb,-tbat it i. nothing but a 
book for men to exel'cise th~ir rea-un upon., and to improve 
tbe things of it by the same f~ulty; for this is to separate 
th"Spirit, or the dispensation of the Spirit, from it, which 
is; in tmth, to dest/·oy it; and therewith is the covenant of 
G.od rejected, which is, that his word and Spirit shall go 
to,geth,er."*-Isa. lix. 21. 

Jr, TH~ ,s'pIRIT IMBUES US WITH THE JoOVE OF 1I0JoINESB, 

ST~ENGTHENS OUR MORAL PRINCIPLES, AND 

E,N ABLES US TO RESIST TEMJ'TATrON. 

Having .manifested the perfections of the divine char
acter to U', through the word, and enabled us to appreciate 
the beauty of iholiness. the Spi/'it imbues us with a love 
of it. He pr.eseHts to us rAalizil~g views of the goodness 
Bnd love of God, a.nd especially of his 101'e to us, as man
if~sted in the .wo"k of redemption; and thus he enkindles 
Jel<i,pl:'lcal elll!~ti9IlS ,9f Jpve to God in Ollr souls. And 

;!lOwen, 
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loving God, we learn to love his character,-hi,s .holiness, 
justiee, and truth, as well as his goorllle.s and lo\'e, And 
loving God, we endeavollrto be like him, and keep his com
mandments,. And in pl'Oportion as we love Go(I, and 
study to be like him, and endeavour to obey him, we 
bate sin and resist temptation, and .. tru~gle against the evil 
propensities of our nature, From the knowledge which "&, 
obtain of the conseqnences of sin, and the rewa,'ds of 
11Olines8, we are fUl'l1ished with the most powerflli m,;tive •. 
to war agains.t all that is sinfl1!, both ill U~, Hud at';)und' 
UR, and to seek to be adol'lled with the L~autv of holiness:. 
And here bappily we a,'e not left to sil'Ug'gle .al""e j for' 
the Holy Spirit bell'S our i,dJrmitie.s, and s,rel'gtben'l ua 
with all might in the- inner nlan. We lwve 1I1:.tny en~mies
to conteud agflinst the evil pl'Opensit'e< of otlriallen natlll'e, 
the principalities and powers of darkne", alttl a ccrrl1pt 
and enslIal'ing world; but mightier j, he that ;'£<.'" liS, than 
all tbat can be against us, He fos~t ", aIL tbat is good in. 
US, stl·engthen. ()\II' 1110f<ll priucir,ie', an,l helps liS in the
evil hour, making his g,'ace Hllfficient for u". and pel'feet
ing ,his stl'en,gth in OUI" wl~:iklle.'-\s. What a h~aul ifu1-
encouraging idea is that, whicb is g'iven "I' the S"irit'8 
watcbfulne's ove,' (be chllrch, wh",', it j,« sa;,I,-" I the
LO"d do keep it, I will water it e""'T 'lH'm~ut: lest any,' 
hurt it, I will keep it night anrl day," And every tl'lle, 
memLer of the Chlll'ch shal'cs in the~ care, wbieb the Lordi, . 
tbe Spirit, constautly exercises, In enelea,'ouring thel'efoJ'e •. 
to subdue all .inin ou,' sou~<, an,! to l'revct>tali outhreaks. 
of it in our Jives, and to be ped·adl." conformed' to tbe
image of God, whilst strenuously exerting aH. 0111'. own 
powe,'s, let us Le cL>nstantly looking to G"d, tile Spirit, fOJ: 
help, and praying earnestly, that I\'C 1l1}'." be filled with all 
the fulnessof G"d, so ,..ball we be ct):.qut>ro,'s ill thcfight of 
faith, and more than conqueror" tltrough him that loved,us. 

Ill· THE I!3PIRIT ~U8TAINS AND COMFORTS THE SOUL, IN; I 

TIMES 9F TEMPORAL DISTRESS A~'D SEASONS 

OF SPIRITUA.L. WfCAK.N.E.SS. 

In the process of sealing liS, 0" perfecti:lg our. conf",', 
mitl to the divine image, the Spil'it often needs to s\],Stain. 
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:md comfort us, Loth in the dtll'li: :-;.nd stol'my da\-, wlll'll 

hopes :Ire blig1>ted, and prospects clonded; or, w hell de,,[ Lt 
looks in at OUI' windows. or ente.rs out" dwdlin;.p" :llld t:di.(';" 
awny the sigbt of Oul' eyes wiLb " stroke; or, ill ttl,lt otil! 
rlal'ker seaBon, wben the inj(Flllles of our 1J12818 do cOl;lpass 
nl1out, and Salan st1nrls as an aCC;;F('J', in the court of'COll
science, and tries to drive 11S to llc,]>"il', by ral;ing "l' all 
our inlqu1ties, and enlarging on their aggrHyatiol1s; and 
arguing tbat those who La\'e 1>eell guilty of sucb clime" 
cannot be the trne cllildren of God, It is often in Yain, 
that the poor heart-stric\;eo Qne "puts in it, plea,-that he 
is a child of God, that he 1>ebigs to God's family, and 
for this end pJ'ocluceth all his cyidellces,-c\,ery thing 
w hereby faith gives him an interest in God, Satan in 
the, me:mtime, opposeth with alJ his might; sin and law 
as:-<ist him; l11any flaws Hrc found in his evidences; the 
tl'llth of tbem all i8 Questioned; and the soul hallO's in 
susl'anse, as to the iss~,e, In the midst of the pIe:, amI 
contest, the comforter comes, and l,y a word of promise, 
01' otherwise O\'el'pOWe1'8 the l,eart, wilb a comfol't11>le 
persuasion, tLat his plea is good, and that he is" child of 
G; Id; (lncl thcl'cf:)t'e, it is said of Iljm that 110 'witnesseth 
'vi~h 0"1' Spirit.' When our Spirits are pleading their 
rigltt ,lIllI title: he comes in ancl bears witness on our side; 
at the same time, enai)ling us to put forth acts of filial 
oheclience, kind and child-like; which is calleel crying', 
, Abba, Father.' Remember still the manner oj the Spirit's 
working,-tb>,t he doth it eflectually, yoluntarily and freely, 
Hence sometimes the dispttte bangs long,-the cause is 
plenc1in,g lllal1Y years. The law seems sometime to I1re
vail, sin and Satan to ]'~ioice, and the pOOl' soul is fiJle,l 
with dread auout its inheritance, Perh"ps its own witness, 
fl'om its faith, sanctification, former experience, ke,eps up 
the plea with some life and cqmflJ't, but the work is not 
e1one, the conquest i. not fully o1>tained, until the Spirit, 
who worketh freely and effectually, when and how he will, 
comes in \\ ith his testimony also; clothing bis power with a 
word of promise, he make~ all parLies concerned to attend 
unto him, HOeI puts an encl to the contro\'ersy.'''" 

~Owen. 
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\VIlBn the Spirit tbus n1Rk,,~ U3 feel aso~red that '/"I'rg 

.11"e tl!e children of God, and safe lorc'(w, wi[}lin tLe bOllffu;, 
tor the eyer·lastiog cc)\'enfOnt, how bright the prospectS' 
",hich open up to >18! h01V glmious- the hopes whieh ]'e-' 
-,cjYewilhin l1'.<' :lnLllr('lW m'denltbe hl'e wbichour oosom.'r' 
ther1:-3h to our h~arenly PaLb0!'! Being recognized f1.S his. 
ehildl'el', \\'e 1I,-e' made to feel that we are beirs "f God. 
~JU Ol'lJo1.)otent Soycreign of the Uni\~·er8e1 and the 11ap
p;ness ari~ing from alI tbis is heightened by the sublimeo 
id'e", that 0"" me not onry heir" of God, bUll joi:.t 1,ei1'8. 
\.\rith Christ, on1' eTd-er· !'Jrotb:.~r. No wonder that the eOTI

t~mplatlon of aH this fiHs G~(l's peop}" 30rnetfmes, with, 
i0Y that is uospeakable ,mel fnIT 01' glory. And &ure1y of 
aH things, this conseiolisHcOS of sonship. t.:> God is' calcu-' 
btec! to fin l}f; with a self,respect, which will tend Inos~ 
p-mreI1ullJ' to preserve us fro'lD w:el'ytbing menu, H,tld hn-
1'"l'e, Drll) c1ishouoml>ie. Surely, wl,en tl ma" is' ele-vatell 
wilh the idea thaL he is a' soo ,of God, he ",ill "ot stoop' 
to anythiilgwhich wOlll\:} diRhonor his parefttage_ 8me!y, 
whl}ft j; man'is mlmitteci into the presc-nC€ 0f Lha- G{)(j, 01' 
1nnnllc ho11"ne""8, ancl purity, amd l~el'm}ttecl w.enjoy oom
munioll Wjtll him, he·wonILl not forfeit th;-tt c0n}1'&ltln;o>nr 

'Ily indulging in anything unholy, 0" impUTe> Anrl having: 
thus obtainect a reli'sh 1'0)' w hnll is se> pUl'e and elevating,. 
IrG will come to' lOatbe'what is impure and debasing, Anc1 
surely, ",rlen a mau lives in the prospect of enterillg "POlo 
the inheritance of an everlasting' ki!}gdol'rl', when tbe 
troubles- and triah of this life al'U'O'fe"j', bc-wo".kl ootg.r]ev0 
the Saviour, whe died to procnre it for- hn'll, by indt,lgil'.!l;· 
jn finy of tuo"" sinful p}easures, which he- hates; and' win 
l'lOt tolerate. And thus you ean see how the comf<i>rting' 
influences of the Spirit helps rol'wll:rcl the sealing proceds. 
:lnd tends to cleansH us fi·ol'l1 all filthiness of the fie&b, nllll 
"1lirit, perfecting holiness ;n the fear' of the Lor.,}. 

"iV. THE S7IRfT HELPS· 'IHE I-NFIR1fITIE.:S OF THE. SAINTS" 

ES·PE€TALLY AIDS TIIE11 IN .1:'PdYEH., EXe"lTING EAR

NEST DESIRES IN THEM, AN.D DIRECTIN.G 

'DHEM ARIGHT IN ruE. EXERCISE.. 

:How. manifold the rem&ining imperfections, and h.o.w 
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'iP'Sat tbe weaknesses and infirmities of Gol's deal' childl'eul 
Bli! how .0011iforLing tbe tbought tbat the Spirit belp. 
-cur infinnities. He does not supel"S8(le om own eft urIs ; 
but be ·.prompts and di.rects them; sustains liS un del' them, 
,mel strengthens us to continue them. Paul sper.ifie.3 the 
lIl",de. ill which tbe Spirit helps our infirmitie.3j Rom. "iii. 
26, 27. It is in reference to prayer. So mnc.h in the 
,l,~rk are we, 8S to what it would be consistent witb (-loel'" 
luauor ".,d p",rposes to grant, 01' onr own welfare to receil"e, 
1.1,.t lYe k.new n ,t what we should pl:Lly for j and we know 
.lil;tle "f the Spil'it, in whieh we should appro.ch God j but 
the Spirit excites in HS web ear.nest desires,and inlense 
Joogitigs, fer pRl'don and recon6;iation to Go(l, ana I'es~ 
l.QJ"atiOll to .his famr and friBndsbip, and the enjoyment of 
-comnmuion with bim,-such longing.3 for these, as cannot 
be expressed i., words, and which the full heart can gi\'e 
yen.t t"" @llJ.I' in ill&1·ticulale gmanings. But the great 
,searcher Df bea~ts knoweth what me th8 feelings, and de
.:si.res, ftlul.e~u'nest·loflgings of our bearts. on such· occasions : 
-he 'k!lO~veth ,vl;latis the mine! of the 8pirit, who 8xc;teth 
.these lsngings, and who llliLy therefore be said to lllake 
th.ese jBiercossi&118 f01' the sail)t~. And coming. as thes~ 
i~tercessionsdo, f,'om the inspiration of tbe Spirit, tbey are, 
"'[ course, for tbings agreeable to (he will of Goel. Such 
I believe to be the true memling of that famous passage, 
Tegardi~g the i.uter.cession of tbe Spirit. The a.postle dom 
not eountenance the ide", that the Bpi"it himself formally 
ihltereecles f@r ue. ;J'hat is Christ's otEee. But, in his OWl) 
fOI'cible way, be teRches;us that tbe Spirit SG works ill us, 
.eKcites ill. us sue':>. int0nsedesires fur tbino's according" 10 
Gocl'~ "'ill, as c~nllot find utterance in ;;'01ds, but that 
Bod, wh0 searches .the heart, and forens bis estimate of 
the rna·o, ae.cordiLlg to its condition, reads thklse thoughts 
.md d~sil'ElS, and sees thelll strllggliog fOI' utterance there. 
Ancl tbese desires and bea.l't-prayers, being illspil'ed by 
the Spirit., .may he reg",rdecl as his. And BO cloubt, all 
such p..ayers are answPoI'eu by G0[1- ,,'Thus it is ow' 
!,earls that gr.Gan, hut the operation R.nd emotion is fron! 
.. be Holy Spirit; fa,!" the sllLject of these, amille wbo proc 
d.llC8S theD~, must not be COllfOl)llfled. III this way, tb~ 
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np'ostle speaks in the fourth chapter to the Galatians;
• Because yo are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of 
his Son into your hearts, crying-' ,Abba, Father.' And 
in-RomallR yiii, 15, heshaws that it is we who cry' Abba, 
Father,' ill order that lYe mayobeene, that it is not the 
Spirit," who cl'ic8, who pmy"", WllO groans, but that he 
c{lllies '118 to err, and pray, and gl'oan."* 

, So f"licn ,mel corrupt are we by ilature, so spiritually 
b~'jl1cl aml enfeebled, LhHt, :in otil'sehes, we cannot think a 
goodt1l0l1ghi, orconcei\'e 11 pure desire, or express a proper 
petition to God, in 1m,,'C,., or calTY out consistently a good 
objl.:ct, or heal" up with patience, and snbmisslon, nndel' 
tlie ine\'ita\;le ills of life, but 0 what comfol-t in the 
thoup:ht, thet in the Holy Spirit, we have au ever present, 
O-mnipotent frienel, to ll(~]p our jnlll'mities, to inspire our 
praicrs and direct us, in our approaches to the Eternal, 
the infinitely Holy, ,md Omnipotent Sovereign of the 
U ni;erse. Well may he Le regarded as the inspirer of 
prayer; fo], he is "the Spirit of grace and of supplications;" 
anel so exci tes holy auel earnest" desires in ns, that he is 
saiel to intercede for us, because he is the inspirer of the 
supplications, which we present to God. Thus it is clear 
that unless 11'0 "pray in the Holy Ghost," our prayers 
will be cold, formal addresses, which can never penetrata 
heaven, and find acceptance with God. 

Since then it is by prayer that we get access to God, 
ancl enjoy communion -with him, and obtain that grace, 
nd strength, and consolation, through which alone wa 
can be fitted for every duty, and prepared for evel'y tl~al, 
of what importance is it that the Saints should be mnch 
"'~ a throne of grace, praying always witli all prayer, and 
supplication in the Spirit! And how earnest should they 
be in prayer for the continuance of the Holy' Spirit with 
them, that they may \;e pre\'ented from ever doing any 
thing to grieve, or quench him'; and that his gracions in
finences may be poured out more copion.ly upon them,
There a"re some good people, w 110 thin k there is an 
impropriety in the regenernte praying [01' the Spi,'it inas
much as they have ah'e>\dy obtainccl him, But this feeling' 

·:e:aldaue. 
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pl'oceeds from a one-sided view of the subject. They 
need to pray for the continuance of the Spirit, with them, 
and that his gracious influences may be poured out more 
copiously upou them. And have they not times of dark
ness and desertion, when they need to implore Goel to 
" restore to them the joys of his salvatiou, and uphold 
them with his free Spirit 1" 

It is thus that the Spirit works w;th us, and in us, in 
calTying on the sealing process, till the image of the 
divine Redeemer is perfected in our souls. Happy ye 
who are conscious of this work goiug forward within you. 
In the presence of the Spirit, ye ba\'e a well of living 
water,-of heavenly consolation,-witbin you, springing 
up unto everlasting life. And this foretaste of heaven's 
joy is an earnest,-a sure pledge, that after the redemptiou 
of the body from the dust of death, ye will enter upon 
the possession.of the everlasti)lg inheritance in heaven. 

'TIlE END~ 
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