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SERMON I.
THE CHARACTER OF TUE COMTORTER,

THE UNSPEAKABLKE BLESSEDNBSS
OF HI3s MINISTRATION.

‘.,
;,l

«“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you anotlier’
Comfmter, that he may abide with you for ever. " Jolm xiv. 16,

The hour had come when the son of man was to be’
glonified,—when he must Isave Lis disciples; and return to
his Father. His work of teaching was now almost coni-
pleted and he was about to enter upon his work of suffer-
ingand dying. This was his great worlk, the work peculiar
fo bim as the Redeemer. A mere man might have been
so inspired by God as to communicate all the truths, and
utter all the preditions which our Saviour de]neler] vand
g0’ strengthened, and endowed, as to perform all the mir-
acles w nch he wrought; but none but a being of indepen-
dent existence, and ommpo(ent poiver, ¢otild have availed
as the substitute of sinners, and made satisfaction for the
sins of the guilty. This was his peculiar work,—the work,
for the doing of which the Father prepared himva Dody,
in reférence’to' which be said, « Lo, Icome to do thy will
© God.”

It was long before the apostles understood the import,
or the necessity of his death; nn wonder therefore that it
was contemplated by them with horror, especially as it
was so contrary to all their expectations.  No wonder that
their hearts were filled with sorrow, when he told themy
that he must leave them, and ]e(we them, amidst eireum~
stances of humiliation, and ignowiny, am[ sutfering.  He'
had frequently hinted to them that he wounld be put 10
death by the Jews, avd lately be had toll them plainly
that he must go up to Jerusalem, and suffer many things
of the elders, and chief priests, and scribes, and be kl]led
zad raised again the third day.

Fhe thought of losing a beloved friend by death is

A



8 THE PROMISE OF THE sBIR{T,

painful in any cirenmstances; but more especially if that
friend is endeared o us by all thatis righteous, and pure,
and lovely in character, and amiable in disposition, and
dignified by the possession of great powers, niuch needed,
aml employed for the noblest purposes. To think (_rf
]osing such a person in the midst of his usefulness is
distressing ; but doubly so to lose him by a violent and
ignominious death. This was the position in which the
apostles were now placed. For upwards of three years
they had lived on terms of the most endearing intimacy
with Jesus. They h.d listened to the words of heavenly
wisdom which fell from bis living lips, they bad feit and
witnessed the power of lhis eloquence, and had seen all
that benevolence of heart, and intense human sympathy,
which led him to velieve suffering wherever he beheld it,
aund called forth those stupendous miracles of merey, by
which his divine commission was established. No wonder
then that sorrow filled their hearts when le told them
plainly that he must be taken from them by a bloody and
ignominious death, and it was to comfort them in their sor~
row that he addressed them in the words of the text:—
“«I will pray thie Father” &e.

The promise of oor text is the first of that series which -
our Lord gave to his disciples during this, the last inter-
view which he had with them before he suffered, regarding
the mission of the Comforter. Tt is to the effect that,
when be had left them, and gone to the Father, he woulil
intercede with him in heaven on their behalf; and he
woull give them another Comforter, thut he might abide
with them for ever. Another Comforter, thatis one who
would act towards them, as his substitute, who would be
to them, what he bad been, their instructor, monitor, com-
forter. The word inthe original is Paraclete which proper-
ly signifies one sent for to aseist by his counsel and
advoeacy. It isthe same word that is elsewhere applied
by John to our Saviour, and there very properly translaled
advocate. “If any man sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Churist, the righteous,” It is used how-
ever in a much wider sense, and is employed to denote
one who instructs, guides, and comforts, as well as Pleads
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foryand itisin this wide sense that T would understand
the word here, as meant to indicate the oftice of the Holy
Bpirit in his dealings with the souls of men; enlightening,
eonvineing, pleading with, and comforting them. — « Chvist
is thus called, because he is represented as transacting the:
eoncerns of our souls with God; and for this cause, he tells-
us, be goes unto the Father.  The Holy Spirit is thus eall «d
becuuse be transacts the cause of God and Christ with us,
explaivs to usthe nature and importance of the great atone-
ment, shows the neeessity ofit, counsels us to receive i,
instruets us how to lay hiold on it, vindicates our claim to-
it, and makes intercessions in us, with uoutterable groan-
ings.”* And wemay add, comfortsus, by showing the rela-
tion in whieh we stand to God, as reconciled to him through
the blood of the Lamb, by enalling us to realize the glerious-
prospects presented to usiinthe Gospel, by diffusing a calm
and holy peace througlout the souwl, and making us tor
experience something of the joy that is unspeakable and
full of glory. No doubt these words were spoken at
first, with a view to comfort and encourage the apostles,.
in the prospect of parting with their beloved master; but
the promise was not restricted te them, it was meant.
for the comfort and encouragement of his disciples till
the end of time; for it is in this sense alone that we cam
interpret the expression, “that he may abide with you
Jorever.”  This then is u promise in which we ought to
feel the deepest interest, belonging as it does to us, as
well as to the apostles,—a promise this in which we may well
rejoice, and be exceeding glad, more especially when we
eonnect it with a previous promise of our Saviour.—«If'
ye then being evil, know how to give good gifts untoe
your children; how much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.”

THE CHARACTER OF THE COMFORTER.

Having thus promised to the disciples a comforter who
would supply his place to them on earth, and act for him
during his absence in Leaven, Jesus proceeds to instruct:
them regarding the character of this glorious one. He

*Dr. Adam Clarke,
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describes him as the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive because it seeth him not, neither knoweth
him. Again, in the 26th verse, he terms him the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father would send in his name, and near
the close of the following chapter. the Spirit o‘f truth,
who proceedeth from the Futher., From these passages it
.is abundantly plain, that he, who is here termed the com-
forter, is the third person of the glorious Godhead, «the
sae in substanee with the Futher and the Son, and equal
to them in power and glory.”

There are some persens bearing the name of Christian,
who deny the personality of the Holy Spirit, and contend
that he s ouly an emanalion, or quality, a power or
ivfluence proceeding from God, and bestowed upon men.
This view is in direet opposition to the words of our Saviour
in the text, who speaks of the Holy Spirit, as a person,
and terms him the comforter, who is to abide in the church
for ever; and in the 26th verse he uses these remarkable
words regarding him, “But the comforter, who is the
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, He
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you” Again
Jesus says of him, « He shall testify of me,” and again that
he would, “ convinee the world of sin, of righteousness, and
of judgment;” and once more, that he wonld ‘“ guide the
disciples into all truth,” ““for,” says he~—*He shall not
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear that shall
he speak; and he will shew you things to come.” Here
then the Holy Spirit is said to teach, to bring to remem-
brance, o testify, to convince, to guide, to speak, and to
show,——acts belonging only to a person; and to represent
an emanation, or quality, or influence, performing these
acts is to violate all the proprieties of language, and make
our blessed Saviour employ language which, in that case,
would be absurd and deceptive.

Again, understanding, will, power, are ascribed to the
Holy Spirit,~—attributes which can belong only to a person
a0 that we conclude with certainty, that if “there be any
propuiety in the language of seripture, the Holy Bpirit i
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as much a distinet person, as either of the other persens of
the Godhead.

There are others again, who, while thev admit the
personality of the Holy Spirit, deny his Divinity, and
represent Lim as oue of the oreatest of created bemm —
But this view, though not quite so absurd, and matmu'ml
asthe former, is ju t as unscriptural.  In the word of God,
the Holy Spirit is associated with the Father, and the Son,
and spoken of as being eqnally with them the source of
every spititual blessing.  Thus the apostles were command-
ed to go, and teach all nations,—v mel}zino them in the
name of the Fat) her, and of she Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
Aund o the well known apostolic beuediction, we find
the same association of the ditferent persons of the Godhead
—*“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Gbhost be with you
all, Amen.”  But what js perhaps still more satisfuctory,
we find the very. term, God, applied by the apostle Peter
to the Holy Ghost. When Auanias atlempted to deceiva
the churel, in regard t5 Lis appropriation of the money
received as the price of his land, Peter reproved him, in
these terrible words,—Ananias, why hath Satan filled
thine heart tolie to the Holy Glost, and tokesp back purt
aof the price of the laud? While it remnined, was 1t not
thine own? and after it was sold was it nct in thine own
power? Why hast thou conceived this thing in thine
heart? Thou hast not lied unto wmen, but unto God."—
Thus, you will obsm'\'e, that, whilst he accases Ananias
oflviug to the Holy Ghost, he shows the apgravation of
the erine, by tellimg Lim, that he had not l1ed to men,
but unto God, from which it is plain that the Holy Spirit
is one of the persons of the Godhead.

Tam well aware that the natare of the Godhead, and
especially the submistenee of three distinet pessons in ons
undivided essence, is anawful mystery—oneof those great
depths, which human reason ean never futhom.  And at
this we need not be surprised, for smdy it is not to be
expected, that the creature of n day, whose dwelling is in
the dust, whose existonce is limited to a point of space and
time, should Dbe able to comprebend the natare of the
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infinite, and eternal God. Al that we can know, regard-
ing this subject, is matter of pure revelatior. And on
such a subject, it becomes us not to attempt to be wise
above what is written, but to receive, with simple faith,
the aunouncements of seripture regarding it.

We find indubitable evilence, in Scripture, of the divin-
ity of the Lord Jesus, and also of the Holy Spirit, who
are both termed God, and to whom attributes, and opera-
tions, pécu]iu.r to the Godheud are ascriled; and yet they
are, in some way incomprehensible to our finite, and fecble
faculties, related to the Eternal Father, so as with Him
to form one God,—= trinity in unity,~—distinguishable in
person though indivisible in essence.  We know that there
are three divine persons, each spoken of in Seripture as
God; and at the same time, we find Moses saying, with
great solemnity, <“Hear O Tsiael, the Lord our God is one
Lord;”—Whilst it can easily be made apparent to enlight-
«ened reason, that there can be but.one Omnipotent Being,
from which we conclude that these three divine persons
«onstitute oneGedhead, eternal, incomprehensible, possessed
«of every possible perfection, and infinitely entitlad to the
:admiration, gratitnde, and love of all intelligent beings.

‘The great truth, regarding a pluralivy of persons in the
{Godhead, meets us at the very commencement of the
Bible, in the very first verse of the first chapter of the boek
of Geuesis; for though there lost to the English reader,
those who are acquainted with the original, know that, in
the Hebrew, the werd corresponcing to -God isin the
Plural number, whilst the verb, with which it is construed,
18 in the singular; thus intimating not obscurely that, in
the unity of the Godhead, there is a plurality of persons.

But in the 26th verse of the same chapter, the truth
thas not been allowed to evaporate in the process of trans-
Jation. There the English varsion indicates, with sufficient
.clearness, this plurality of persons in the divine natuge—
“There God is represented as saying—Let us make man
in our imags, afier owr likeness” And again, we find
the Lord God saying (Gen. ifi. 22.) +¢ Behold the man is
Become as one of us to know good and evil.?

These passiges would not, in themselves be sufficient to
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prove couclusively, that thersis a plurality of persons in
the Godlhead; but they harmonize bLeautifully with, and
corroborate the coctrine of the Trinity, as it is fully devel-
oped by a comparison of ditferent passages of seripture,.—
For this is not vae of those doctrines which lie on the very
srtace of the word of Gud, but can ouly be discovered by
a caveful investigation, and comyparizon of ditferent passuges,
1t would be foreign to my present purpose to enter, at
dength, into a formal proof of this doctrine; my object is
simply to show you that the comforter spoken of in the
toxt, is oue of the persons of the Godbiead, and as syeh,
able to represent Christ on earth, and supply the want of
his personal presence,

After the matter of the world was ereated, but while
the earth was yet without form and void, the Spirit of God,
we are told, moved on the face of the waters, doubtless to
reduce the coufused mass to order, and prepare it for the
production of those things, which God summoued forth
from it, by the word of his power. And this association
of the Spiiit with God, in the work of creation, may well
be regarded as an Indication of his divine nature. And as
the Spirit operated in the old creation, so it is his agency
ghat is chiefly employed in the new « Except a man Le
boern of water, and of the Spirit,” said our Saviour, * he
cannot enter into the kingdom of Ged.”  And again, Paul
tells us that, ““not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but according to his mercy, he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost,
which he shed ou us abundantly, through Jesus Chuist
our Saviour.”

Auvnin we find the Holy Spirit associated with Jee
hovah, in the exereise of diviue power, even in qualifying
and sending forth a prophet. “And now,” it 1g said by

- Lsaiah, “the Lord God and bhis Spirit bath sent me.”
Once more in the Acts* of the ajostles, we find Paul
thus addressing the B oman Jews,—* Well spake the Holy
Ghost by HKsalas the prophet, unto our fathers, saying,
G unto this people, and say,—Hearing ve shall hear’?
&e. Now when we turn to the passage alluded to in

* Acts xxviil, 25,
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Teaiah,* we find that He, who, in Acts iz termed the
Holy Ghost, is in Isainh termed the Tword; from which
it is plain that the Foly Ghost is the Lord, and that,
while Isainh speaks simply of God, Paul particularises
that person of the Go:lhead by whom the prophet was
commissioned. But further, there is something very re-
markable in these words of the Holy Spirit, as related
by Isaiah—* Whow shall 1 send, and who will go for
us,” which, if they donot divectly point out, yet distinetly
recognize the plurality of persons in the Godbead. They
seem indeed clearly to indicate that, while the Holy Spirit
was the agent, he was acting for the Godlead.

I bave been thus particular in endeavouring to demon-
strate the Godhead of the Spirit, that we may have the
most exalted idea of Mim, who is our comforter, and of
the privileges of the dispensation nnder which we live,—
which is the ministration of the Spirit. This most glorious
Leing possessed of all the power, as well as of all the
goodness of God, though invisible to the eye of sense, is
ever present in the church, over which he watches with
the most assiduons care, which he protects by his power,
directs by his counsel, and comforts with his felt presence,
bestowing upon believers the tenderest tokens of his re-
gard, enlarging their Learts with the love of God, conferring
upon them a foretaste of the joys of lieaven, even upon
earth, and filling their souls sometimes with rapture at the
prospect of the leavenly glory, when.they shall see God's
face, and be made like him, and no cloud of sin shall ever
more interpose between their souls and him; when the
light of his countenance shall ever shine upon them, and
1o care or grief shall ever intrude Lo interrupt or diminish
the happiness that shall for ever reign throughout the
numerous mansions of our Father's house. B

THE UNSPEAKABLE ADVANTAGES OF THIS MINISTRATION
OF THE SPIRIT.

With such a comforter, plorious in majesty, infinite

in wisdem, and goodness, and power, well might the
* Tsajuh vi. 8. 9,



THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT. 13

spostles be saticfied, and submit without a murmur, to
the removal from them of their beloved master. And with
such a comforter in the chureh still, what cause has the
believer for thankfulness, and encouragement, and holy
joy! Having made such a provision for the instruction,
and guidance, and comfort, and sanctification of believers,
well might Jesus say.to the apostles,—I will not leave
you comfortless, or as it is in the criginal, « orphans,”
fatherless, uoprovided for, in the midst of a cold and
hostile world. .

This infinitely glorious ome is invisible to the eye of
sense, and therefore the men of the world receive him not.
It is things seen, and material, and gratifying to the sense,
that they receive and appreciate. They do not repose
confidence in the divine testimony regarding him, nor
value the graces which he bestows, and consequently they
do not listen to his holy suggestions. Instead of this, they
resist, and grieve him away, and so have no experimental
knowledge of him. Thus they receive him not, as their
heavenly monitor; and if they do not reject the divine
testimony vegarding bim, they have no well defined and
seltled convictions, with respect either to his existence or
bis mission. But the very iuvisibility, and immateriality
of the Holy Spirit, insteal of beinga disadvaniage to be
regretted, is an advantage for which 1o be thankful,
Unclogged by a material form, he is imited to no place,
but is everywhere present, watching over the true interests
of the church, and ministering to the spiritual wunts of
believers,  And most important of all, being immaterial,
he can so manifest himself to the souls of believers, can
come into such immediate contact with their spirits, that
he is said to dwell with them, and to be in them.

Itisa very mistaken idea to suppose that we could
know more of the spirit of God, and have more satisfactory
evidence, with regard to his existence, if we saw him in
bodily form. We can know Gol only from bis attributes,
as manifested in his works and word; and the sight of the
Holy 8pirit under some material form, instead of giving
us clearer views of Lis nature, would only mystify us. Bug
the Lumble Christian who believes Churist's testimony
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regarding the Spirit, and receives him into his heart, and
yields to his holy suggestions, in conformity with the
Word, has in his own heart the earmest of the Spirit, by
whom he is sealed till the day of redemption, and is thus
comforted, and sanctified, and demonstrated to be one of
God’s children. And thus the heliever has not only the
witnessof the Spiiit in his own soul, but he himselfbecomes
a witness to others, not merely by the testimony of his
mouth,but of his life, that the Spirit is indeed in the
church, enlightening, sanetifying, and comforting the
people of God,and making them meet to become partakers
of the inheritance of the saints in light.

In the presence of one of the persons of the Godhead,
in the Church, whose special office it s to watch over
its interests, to extend Its boundaries, and promote its
spiritual prosperity, we have one of the most touching
evidences of the condescension, and love of God, whick
may well draw forth our liveliest admiration, and most fer-
vent gratitude and love; and one of the strongest gnarantees
which Omnipotenca cap give, that the pates of hell shall
never be able to prevail against it. But Jet me not be
mistaken here. By the ehuvceh, T do not mean aany par-
ticular denomination of evangelical Christians, but the invis-
ible church, composed of all true Lelievers, to whatever out-
ward organization they way belong. Thisisthe true eliurch,
the general assembly and chiurch of the first-born who are
written in heaven. Io this churehthe Spirit is, and ever
will be, till the kingdom of grace is merged into the
kingdom of glory.  And here he is employed 1 enfighten-
ing, counselling, comforting, and sanctilying the people of
God, and fitting themw to be instruments fur carrying on
Christ’s work fu the workl, and ensbling them to do
greater works, than any which Jesus Limself perfornied
on earth. He raised dead bodies, it = true, to natural
life whilst on earth; but his i ciples, through the power
of - the Spirit dwelling in them, are enabled to raise dead
souls to spiritual hfe. Josus ne doubt also quickened
dead souls whilst he sojourned on earth, Lut his success
in "the conversion of souls was comparatively limited,
because the Spirit was not seut forth till Jusus was glorified.
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It was not till he ascended up on high, and led captivity
eaptive, that be received gifts for men, that the Lord God,
the S)irit, might dwell amongst them.  And then, when
the Spirit was poured out npon tha diseiples, in that fulness,
which is the glory, and the charactevistic of the Christian
dispensation, their words had a power which instantaneousfy
threw down the strongholds of Sin, and Batan, carried
conviction to the understanding, and produced an over-
whelming impression upon the beart, so that sinners wera
eonverled in multitwles, and the Church increased by
thousands, as the fruits of a single sermon. Nor were
these manifestations of divine power accompanying the
preaching of the gospel, confined to the day of Pentecost,
or the apostolicage.  We bavethe promise that the Spirit
is to abide in the church for ever, and if we pray earnestly
for the Spirit, and welcome him into our hearts, and
really have Lhim dwelling with us, and abiding . us, we
shall notouly grow in grace, and walk in the comfort of
the Holy Ghost, but we ehall see the power of the truth
exerting its legitimate influence over the hearts of men,
hambling pr(}ud sinners, subduing their rebellious will,
bringing_them to Jesus, and making them a willing
people  the day of bis power. Let the gespel be but
faithfully and fully preached, accompanied with earnest
prayer, and Jonging desires for the promotion of God’s
glory, and the conversion of sinners, and just because the
Spirit, with his omuipotent power, is in the church still,
it is impossible that it can be wilhout effect. The effect
mAay not be so grent as desired, and expected, but an eflect
there will be.  Sinners may not be cooverted in large
numbers; but conversions there will be; the progress
of corruption will be stayed, God’s people will be built
up, precious seed will be sown, and the preparatirn made
fora glorious harvest, which another may be honoured
to reap and guther in.



SERMON II.

PHE ADVANTAGE TO THi CHUBCH OF CHRIST®
ABSENCE IN HEAVEN. A8 SECURING THE
SPIRIFS PRESENCE ON EARTH.

«Nevertheless T tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that 3
go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not eome unto’
you; but if I depart, I will send Irim unto you;” John xviy 7.

There is a Jove which knits hearts together by the
fenderest and most endearing ties;—a love this not nee-
essarily arising from blood relutionship, but which ¢
founded on mutual esteern and approbation;, and heightened
and eonfirmed by kindred feeling. And wherever this
Jove exists, it is an evidence of refinement and virtue; for
wherever vice predominates, there is intense selfishnoss,
and disregard of the eonifort and feelings of others. But
there is above even stronger than this. 1t is the love whicke
we feel for one vastly elevated above us, by the pessession
of qualities of mrind and heamt of the moblest nnd ravest
gort. A person may be possessed of great qualities whickr
eannot fail to command our admriration; but if these are
dissociated from virtue, he may excite our dreand rathey
than call forth our love. Again there may be greab
qualities of mind, in eonnection with the steraer vistues,
and such a person may secure our respect, as well as
command our admiration. But when great gualities of
mind are associated with the possession of great power,
and beautified by all that is lovely, and kind, and bene-
volent, and good ; when we are hrought into contact with
such a character, and even received into his confidence,
and friendship, and have opportunities ofseeing the blessed
effects of his beueficent conduet, and ourselves experience
his kindness, a feeling of intensesi, affection, and reverence,
and admiration, springs up for him iz eur soul; so that
there is scarcely any sacritice which we would not make
jor ouesonoble and beloved, Such was the love whick
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the disciples cherished forouwrSaviour. Fe was infinitely
exalted above them by the possession of a power which
no mortal ¢ould hope to rival, and which gave unmis-
takeable evidence of his divinity; and to this was united
the most sublime morality, the lofiiest views of duty to
God, and the strictest views of faithfulness, and integrity,
and justice to' mam.

And then, there was in his heart such aém]mhw 10
suffering, such deep and pure affection, amd suely anselfiats
love, and concern for the welfure of others, that the jofiiest
admiration, and most ardent atfection were dmmhed
for him by the apostles.  And it would Fave been fmss
strange if it bad been otherwise. There wae #n him n)‘
that was caleulated to excite the admiration, to win the
confidence, and secure the atlection of all who had a mind
to appreciate unparaligled excallence, or a heart lo Jove
getinine worth. No wonder then, wher our vinur
spoke of leaving his disciples, thug scrrowr should have
filled their hearts;and in cur test, he furnishes them witls
the only consolation which was eapable of supporting them
in thefr (rving circumstanices, * Nevertheless, I tell youw
the truthiit is expedient for you that I go way; for if
I go not away, the eomforter will not come untO\on buy
rl depart I will send him wolo you.”

IT 18 EXPEDIENT FCR THEM THAT HE SHOULD GO AWAY.

It is hard, iv any circirmstances, to pmt with those
whoare dearest to us,~—to give them the last shake of
the hand; ov the last fond embrace; and watch their
beloved form as it fades away in the distance, to be seen
fiot for mrany loug years, if ever aguin in this present world.
And yet the assurance that it is to he letter for the
beloved ebject of our affection, and better in the fong
tun for ourselves also,~=this assnayes onr grief, thongk
it cannat altogether stifle enr sorrow.  When a tentior
hearted motlier feels azsswred that hes 4 hoy will b
hetter cared for, 1o a distard land, wndor the i TN
of some wealthy and dnflacniig yeiidve, ihan be condd
be with ber, and that he will be far more likely to succeed
in life; when she sees moreover a probability that, aftey
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many years of successful toil, he may return to her, lader
with 1°ches and hozcur, the thonght of all this reconciles
her to her present Joos, and she anhmits calnly, if not
eheerfully, to part with him, from the prospect of alvan-
tage both to hersclf and him.  Even the probadility of
such a result, arising from a painful loss, is sufficiest to
mitigate the sorrow of the most affectionate parent, and
TES[I:V more,surely, onght the certainty of great advantage
rcsulting from Christ’s personal absence,—~a certainty
founded on tho assurance of him, who had given such
evidence of his ability to execute all his purposes, and his
willingness to perform all his promises,—vaslly mo e I
say, should such an assurance have comforted the hearts,
and asswaged the sorrow of the apostles, at the prospect
of parting with one who was so unspeakably dear to them.
Christ’s departure from bis disciples would be of un-
speakable advantageto them every way. It would promote
their best interests both for time and eternity. He had
told them before that the Sou of man. had come, not to
- be ministered unto, but to mivister, and to give his life a
ransom for many. And in thizsense, doubtless, it was ex-
pedient forthem that he should o away—that he should be
removed from them hy death,since by that death ke woulid
make an atonement for sin, and procure for them ever-
lasting life. But though thi- is true, it is not exactly the
truth whichizmeant to be conveyad hy thepassage befere us.
Christ might, after hissacrificial Jeath, and glovious resurree-
tion, havecontinued personally | ve:ent with the diseiples on
earth. He might have continued with them on eaith, in
his glorified buman nature, etill farther to instruct them,
to encourage and strengthen them, and carry forward his
eause to a world wide triumph, in spite of all opposition.
This wasno doubt what the disciples expected. But it
would not have best accomplished the glorious purposes.
which the Saviour had in view, and therefore he told them
# was expedient for them,—move for their alvantage,—
if mot for their present comfort, at least for their
highest interests, that he should go away, He had told
them before that he was going to his Father, so that they
might have known, and probably did know, that he was
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%‘m’ng to his Father in lieaven. Here then he Tets them
now that it would be more for their advantage, better
for the highest interests of the Chureh, and the advance-
ment of Ged’s glory, throughout the universe, that he
should depart from this earth, and Ea\ke up Lifs residence
with his Father in heaven.

THE REASON WHICH CHRIST ASSIGNS, WHY If WOULD

BE MORE TO THE ADVANTAGE OF THZ DIS-
CIPLES, THAT HE SHOULD GO AWAY.

It was because his presence in heaven was necessary,
before the gift of the Holy Spirit, in all the promised
fuluess, which was to rharacterise new Testain nt times,
eould be couferred upon thens.  No doubt the Holy Spirit
was in the church from the beginning. He strove with
the antediluvian sinners, He tuspired old Lestament
prophets, and enlightened; and converted, and sanctified,
and comforted old Testament snints.  Still it was in com=
paratively scanty mensur. that  his sacred influences
were poured out in these times: and it was predicted as
a characteristic of the times of the Messiah, that then the
Holy Spirit would be poured out upon all flesh, It seems
to hare been necessury, Lowever, that Jesus should present
limself in heaven, and enter npon Lis glory, Lefore the
new dispensation of the Spirit could be established.
Jesus says plainly here, * If T go not away, the eomforter
will not come unto vou"—And John elsewhere, in speak-
ing of a promise of Jesus, regarding the gift of the Spirit,
savs,— For the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because
that Jesas was not yet glovified” Tt seens that Jesus
must eomplete the part which he undertook, in the work
of redemption. before the new dispensation of the Spirit
could commence. He hiad to a~cend up on high, be had
to lead captivity captive, before hie eould receive gifts for
men, that the Lord God, the Spivit. might dwell among
them. Itseemsasifii had bean necessary that he should en-
ter formally into the most holy place of the heavenly sanctu~
arv, with the body which had been erucified, and lain: and
there by the wounds still manifest upon it, and the blond
which bad been shed for sinners, thus give evidenee, in the
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presence of the great Sovereign of the umiverse, and o
the principalities and powers of heaven, that the propitia
tory saerifice for the sins of men had been eompleted, and
the piice of their redemption paid ;so that God might now
be just, and at the stme time, the justifier of the ungodly.
Had Christ not then goneaway from earth, and ascended
up into heaven, and prosented himself before the throne
of his Father, with the Liood shed far sinners upon him,
and taken his seat upon the mediatorial throne of the
universe, the Holy Ghest eould not have been given.
But having thus gloriously ascended up into heaven, and
shown thut bis work of doing and suffering was com-
pleted, or in other words, that ke had glovified his Father
on earth, and fivi:hed the work which ke had given him to
do, he poured forth the Holy Spirit apon his diseiples, as the
fruit of Lisatening death, and intercession on their bebalf,
and pleading that this unepeakably precions gift might
be conferred upon them, in fulfilment of the promisemade
to him, on his undertaking to glorify his Father’s name
in the great work of redemption.

IN WHAT RESPECTS THE GIFIS OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT
ARE MORE ADVANTAGEQUS TO THE. (HURCH, THAN
THAT PERSONAL PRESENCE OF A VISIBLE SAVIOUR.

Whether we can understand the reason of it, or not,
it Ts evident from our Saviowr’s own words, that greater
advantages wounld result to the Clmreh, from the eontinu-
ed presence’ of the Holy Ghest, than could have aricen
from His own personal presence with her. It i= evident
that 2 new and loftier disponsation was about to be estab-
lished, that greater privileges were ubout to be eonferred
upon the Chureh, aud greater blessings upen men at large,
than had ever been enjeyed siree sin entered this fallew
world.  TlLe churel was to enter into a new relation with
Ged, since its reconciliation had been effected Ly the
blood of atonement. The greatest obstraction jn the way
of the communication of the richest spiritual blessings,
having been removed, the Holy Ghost was now about to
entey fully upon the discharge of that office, in the eeono~
my of redemption, which had been assigned Him i, the
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councils of eternity.  Whan, therefore, Christ comforted
his disciples, with the promise, thit he would pray the
Father, and he would give thew another Comforter, that
Lie might abide with them forever, cven the spirit of truth,
b3 just msant that he would plead with the Father, now
that his part in the economy of red:m)tien was azcom~
plished, that in acsord e with eovenant agrresment, he
would ssud forth the Spirit to ope.ufe powerfully upon
the minds of men, to show them their guilty and wn-
done condition; to make them fes! th:ir nesd of a Saviour,
to show them the exeellancy axd allsuflisiency of Jesus;
to constrain them by the power of parsuasior, to embrace
Lim as their Saviour, and then te sanctify and comfort
them, and hold up their goings, and direet them till their
pilgrimage in this life is ended, and they enter upon their
glorioas reward.

Thus then, the great advantage, which would arise
from Christ's absence, was that the church would eater
upon anew and more privilezed condition, arising {rom
the fact, that the Spirit would now enter upon the dis-
eharge of his pzculiar funclion in the economy of redemp-
tion ; assume the direction of the Church’s affuirs, and
gather in the glorious harvest, for which the Saviour had
made the indispensable preparations. No doubt, as has
already been said, the Spirit had beer in the chureh from
the beginning; but up till the period of Christ’s ascension,
his influences had been bestowed in scanty measure. It
was not till the work of redemption was completed,
and the price of it, in the sufferings of Christ, paid, that
the gift of the Spirit, whick he purchased with his blood,
4vas bestowed, in that richness, and extensiveness, which
i3 the special chavacteristic, aud glory of the Christian
«dispensation. The gifis of the Spirit, bestowed before the
advent of Christ, were smll maasures of Lis gracious in-
fluences given, as it were in advance, bat it wasnob till the
work of relemption was completel, that those gifts of the
Spirit were bustowel in all their fumess, whish were ne-
eessary, to endble sinners to avail theinselves of it, and to
earry on the work of sanctification in saints, and make
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ther meet to be made partakers of the ivherilance of the
saints in light,

8till we are very apt to think, that the advantages to be
derived from the operation uf an invisible agent upon the
intellect and heart, are not equal to what mnight have ve-
subled from visible intercourse with the SBaviour, from be-
holding his miyacles, from listening to his words of heavenly
wisdom, aud witnessing that perfect example of holines,
and puarity, and integrity, and devoteduess, by which he
wou)d have illustrated bis lessons, and allured sinners, and
elevatad, and dignified Lelisvers.  Theweply very generally
given to this is, that had Chiist covtinued personally pre-
sent on earth, after Lis resurrection, and the glorification
of his human nature, that be must have Leen confined to
one particular loculity at a time; and that consequently, he
would have Leen less extensively useful to the human race,
than the Omuipresent Spivit, whe is confined to no locality,
but is eyerywhere ready to attend to the wants, and listen
1o the prayers of all, and is to continve with the church
for sver, JThere is prebably something in this; much less
however, I chiuk, than is generally supposed. For though
the glovified hwman nature of the Saviour conld not bave
been present in more loculities thap one at a time, with
what yapldity might be have travelled throughout the
world, and with what untiring energy, and resistless power
might he have addresced sinners, and iustructed, and coms=
forted, and elevated lLielievers—We counceive Lhowever, that
thiz would Lave been incousistent with God’s nobler plan
of operating by nvseen infduences, upon the mind of man,
and thus exercising his faith, and, by the power of per-
suasion, aad the force of maral motives, bringing Lin vol=
antarily to Jesus, and leading him to make .:icomplete
surrender of himself to God; wlereas in the other case,
there would have leen somgthing like compnlsion, and
terrifying sinners into submission.

Let us l:ear in mind however, that each of the persons
of the Godiead had his own peculiar part to perform in the
econotny of grace: that, whilst it was the glory of the Father
:.ao devise the scheme of salvation, and FThe. glory of the
Bon to execyts the work, and pay the pricg of redgmption,
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itis the glory of the Spirit to apply the remedy provided
4o the souls of men. And consequently, the Lord Christ,
having finished the work which the Father had given him
to do on earth, ascended into heaven to carry on the work
of intercession in that higher sphere.  And just as the
Spirit of God, when be moved originally upou the face of
the waters, brouglt order out of confusion, and light out
of darkness, so nuw he is sent into this world, to enlighten
dark souls, and regulate their affections, aud purify their
hearts, and fill them with the love of God, and bring them
‘back to their allegiance to Jiém against whom they have
80 grievously rebelled. It is the office of the Spirit te
-enlighten, convince, and impress souls, ard so bring them
to accept, with thanktulaess, the offers of salvation, through
that Saviour, in whom alone deliverance is to be found,
‘Without his almighty power toenlighten the understanding,
and renew the heart,the clearest statements of divine truta
will fall ineffectual upen the ear; for the natural man receiv-
-eth not the things of the Spirit of God, because they seem
foolishness to him, neither ean he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.

And thus we can see howit was better for the church,
that Jesus, having finished his work of redemption, should
leave this world, and allow the Holy Spirit to carry on
his work of dealing with the souls of men, enlightening,
«convineing, and renewing them, bringing them to accept
of Jesus as their Saviour, and submit to him s their King;
and theu farther manifesting himself to their souls, elevat-
ing their whole moral nature, adorning them with the
beauty of holiness, and enabling them to maintain com-
munion with God, and go to walk with him in purity here,
that they may be prepared to walk with him, in white here-
after.

But theve is another respect, though not specially
Alluded to by the Saviour here, in which it was of advantage
to the church that Christ should leave it, and go away to
the Father. It was that he might carry on the work of
intercession, to greater advantage in the immediate presence
of God. We know that he is invested with all power in
Jeaven, and on earth, seated on the mediaforial throne of the
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universe. But we know also, that he is n priest upon his
throne; and that bie intercedes for his people, and presents,
and urges their petitions, and 0, whatecomfort to the poor
ginner, that we have God's assurance in his own word,
that “if any man sin, we havean alvocate with the Father
Jesus Christ the righteous.” Yes Brethren, we have an
omnipotent Friend, one who is touched with the fecling
of our infirmities, who sympathizes with usin owr sorrows,
and difficulties, and temptations, and is ever ready to plead
for the forgiveuess of every ponr penitent, and to send
forth his Spirit to strengthen us in our infirmity, and belp
us in the hour of temptation and sorrow.

Brethiren, if you were aequainted with some powerful
friend, who had seemred your confidence, and called forth
your loftiust almiraiion, and endeared himself to you, by
many acts of substavtial kinduess, you would no doubt
delight in bis society. His presence would be like sun-
light to your soul; and it might be painful to think of
Lis being separated from you. Bulif he was going to
occupy a distinguished place in the government of the
country, where he would have the ear of royalty, aud the
opportunity of promotiug your interest far more effectually
than if he were to eontinne with you, in the remote local-
ity where your Jot was enst, in that case, you would rejoice
to subinit to the loss of him, because it would be advan-
tageous both to limself and vou; and so, however painful
it might be to the apostles, to be separated from such a
friend ; vet when they realized fully the object of his separ-
ation from them, and saw him aseend gloriously on the
chariot of the clouds to heaven, they worshipped him, and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were eontinually
in the temple, praising and blessing God.  And so, let us
comfort onrselves with the assurance, that Jesusis Promot-
ing the interests of bis chureh more successfully on his
throne in the heavens, than if he were personally preseut
with us on eayth. Therein his plovified Luman pature,
in that most influential centre, in which the government of
th® universe is carried oni—and there consehnvnl‘lv, with
}JliS eve surveying the universe, and observing all the agen-
¢ies which might operate to the injury or advantage of his
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charch, Le overrules them ell for the promotion of her
bighest good.

O brethren, svith such a friend in heaven what have we
to fear! Do you doubt his interest in yon? Think of the
agony of Geihsemane, and the shame, and horror, and
dying groans of Calvary, and surely you will uot be able
to doubt that ke who died for your offences, still cher-
jshes the deepest interest in you. And “if when we were
enemies, we were reeoncilad to God Ly the death of his
Son, much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by his
life”  Yes brethren he ever loveth to make intercession
for us, and let the assurance of that encourage us to o)
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy
40 pardon, and grace to Lelp us in every time of need,



SERMON IITIL

THE WORK OF THY SPIRIT, IN CONVINCING
THE WORLD, CONCERNING SIN.

“And when heis come, he will reprove the world of sing and of
righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they helieve not:
on me.” John xvi. 8-9.

To an enlightened and refleeting mind, there are few
things more astonishing than the inditference which the-
great mass of mankind 1nanifest in regard to everything
divine and spirimal‘ I believe there are few people who
have reasoned themselves into the belief that there is no
God; but I am satisfiel there are great numbers who
have no profound convictions, no elear, settled, and satis—
factory views, in referenee to this sublime, and inﬁniLely
important subject. 1 believe there are few indeed, if any,.
who, after patient investigation, and calm reflection, have
come deliberately to the eonclusion that there is no God..
But if there be any sueb, their conclusion is & mest pre-
sumptuous and unphilosophical one. For though they
may see nothing within the range of their limited observa-
tion, which, they think affordsthem indubitable evidence-
of the being, and providence of a personal God; bow do
they know but that in some part of creation, there might
he found evidences cf the being, and perfeetions, and power
of God, which even #iey could not resist. Before any
man could, on just, and truly philosophieal principles,.
arrive at the conclusion that there is no God, he must
visit every corner of creation,* and examine every planet,.
and star, that revolves in the immeasurable fields of space:’
for otherwise it wounld be impossible to be certain bur:
that in some central sun, or far off planet, there might ba
the throve of the Eternal, and Omnipotent Jehoyah,,
surrounded by a blaze of unapproachable glory. ’

But theugh there are very few, if any, who heliever

¥ Foster,
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that thereis no God, T am satisfled that there are vast
numbers in the world who have no seltled convictions on
the subject, and who live as if there were no God to take
cognizance of their conduct, and no day of judgment, on
which they must appear hefore him. This may well be
regarded as a mystery of folly and Impiety. DBut there
is another mystery, not se great and astonisbing indeed,
but still a mystery of stupidity, and ingratitude, and
impiety. It is that, while multitades of men admit the
existence, and perfections of the God of creation, of pro-
vidence, and redemption, they live in indifference about
him, without any realizing views of his glory, or any
anxiety to secure his favour, or avoid lis righteous indig-
nation.  Such men live almost exclusively for a present
world, and suffer themselves to be engrossed with the
ohjecls of sense and time. They may indulge the lusts
of the flesh, and act unfairly towards their fellow men, or
they may be exempary in their moral deportment, blame-
Jess in the estimation of their fellow men, and even
generous in  their disposition, and leneficent in their
conduct; and vet the great God, whoese they are, and to
whom they are indebted for everytLirg, may be seldom
in their thouglts, and occupy no place in their aflections.
They may admit the existence of a spiritual principle
within them, over which death has 0o power, and a
future judgment. and an eternal state of rewards and
punishiments; ard yet these infinitcly impertant truths
may exercise no commanding ivfluence over their feelings
and conduct.  One might be tempted to helieve that this
iudifference of the greatmuss of men to the sublime and
infinitely important truths of religion, was the result of
positive unbelief; but it is not necessarily so, for they
cannct doubt the certainty of death; and yet they are not
adequately affected by it, and live as if they were to live
for ever. And their views of sin are Just as inoperative
upon them. They cannot conceal from themselves the
solemn truth, that they bave sinned against the great
God, times and ways to themselves innumeralle, and yet
they ave little affected by this awful consideration; though
they profess to believe that God is a beinz of inflexible
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justice, and infinite holiness, and ommnipotent power, whose'
resources of punishment are as tremendous as his treasures off
goodness ara inexbaustible. This stateofindifference about

God and sin, and our condition for eternity, is substantially’
the condition in which all men are by nature. It is repre~
sented in Seripture as a state of death, and deliverance’
from it as a reswrrection.  Andthegreat change produced

on the moral nature of man, in virtwe of which he i
enabled cleatly to apprelend these things, to see them in

all their unspeakable importance, and to act upon these

convictions, is spoken ofin Scripture as a new birth, d4s &
pew creation, and a passing from death unto life,

It is obvious that a change so great as this, eannot be’
produced upon a man by any effort of his own, or by any
effort of any creature.  Itis God alone who can adequately’
yepair that most delicale part of the human constitution’
which bas bheen most deranged by sin. And as Jesus
atoned for 1man’s sin, so that it is consistent with God’s
Justice to extend pardon to the clief of sinmers, so he’
made provision also for his restoration te spiritial life;
and holiness, to spiritual communion with God, in time,
and the full enjoyment of his presence, in eternity. For
this purpose he procured the gift of the Holy Spirit;—=
that he should be sent’into the woild. and cany on the
work of redemption, in its application to the liearts and
eonsciences of men.  Aund it is with reference to this part
of the Spirit’s work, that our Saviour savs in- the text,—
“ Wheu he==the Spirit of truth—is come, he will reprove’
the world of sin, and of righteousness; and of judgment:
of sin because they believe not on me.”

There are three things, in regard to which it is said,
in the text, that the Spirit will reprove, or as it is render-
ed in the margin, convines the world,—He will convince
the world concerning sin, concemning righteousness, and:
concerning judgment. It isto the first of these parts of
the Spirit’s work only, that I shal} direst your - attention:
to-day.

Churist deq]are&' that, when the Holy Spivit was come,
hewould convince the world, that is men at Jarge, Gentiles
as well as Jews, concernig sin. The nature of the St
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of which he here declares that the Spirit would convincs
men, he explains in the ninth vewse, as masning  wore
especially the sin of unbeher »of sin.” savs he, » becauss
they believe not un nie ’
THE OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT CONVICTED THE MEN OF
THAT GENERATION OF $IX, IX REJECTING THE SAVIOUR.
When the Holy Spirit was poured out in his extraor-
dimary gifts, upon the apostles, jn fulfilment of the Saviour's
promlse he would comviet the men of that wenertion, ¢ md
country of feartul guilt, in re]extnm and” crucifving the
Son of man, whose divine commission was attested by
miraeles, the genuineness of which was admitted even lwv
the Jewish rulers themselves. Christ did not cluim the
confidence of his coutemporaries, merely on the authority
of his own declurations, he .mpe.lled to bis miracles, as
affording indubitable proaf that the Fatherhad sent Him.
“The \\011& which the Father hath given we to tinish,”
said he “the same works ‘hlt I deo, bear wituess of me,
that the Father hath sent me.”  And again, # 1f I had net
done among them the works, which noue other man did,
they had uot had gin; but now have they both scen and
bated both meand my Father” And itwas by weighing the
evidence resulting from the miracles which Jesus wmnoht
and contrasting them prubably with those which l\\mll
predicted the Messinh would perform, that Nicodemus camo
to the conclusion that he was a divinely commissioned
teacher, for no man, he suid, could do the miracles which
he did, except God were with him. In reference to the
work of the Messiah, when he should come to save his
people, Isaiah bad spoken in these beautiful words—«Then
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and  the ens of the
deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap
as an bart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the
wilderness shall waters break out, and strears n the des-
ert.”  And not only did Jesus frequently performn all these
works, but greater works®than these did he do. He made
death relax his grasp, and the grave give up bis victim.—
And these miracles were not done in a corner, but in open
day, in the most public places, and in the presence of vast
B
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multitudes, so that the Jewish rulers could not afford to
treat them with silent contempt.

We have an account of their investigation of one of
his miraculous cures, that of the man bliud from his birth,
with & view, no doubt, to expose it, if there had been any-
thing fraudulent, or delusive about it; but they could find
nothing to suit their purpose. And afterwards, when the
report of Lazarus's resurrection was brought to the ehief
priests and Pharisees, they took the alarm, and gathered
a council, and said—¢ What do we? for this man doeth
many miracles.”

Thus the conduet of the Jewish rulers affords an awful
illustration of that deplorable spiritual blindness of
which I have already spoken,while it furnishes the clear-
est evidence of their tremendous guilt. But Jesus was
pow to give additional evidence of their guilt, which, to-
gether with the former, would form an amount of cumula-
tive evidence which may well be considered overwhelming.
He was about to pour out the Holy Spirit in that abundant
fulness predicted by Joel, who would afford not merely
that internzl evidence which most powerfully convinces
the regenerate, but that outward evidence in miracles, and
mighty works, which would econvict the Jewish, and
heathen unbelievers, who had taken an active part in. or
consented to the death of Jesus, of the fearful guiit which
they had brought upon themselves. Accordingly, when
the Holy Ghost descended in visible glory upon the apos-
tles, and they received the baptism of fire, and were ena-
bled instantaneously to speak foreign tongues, and after-
wards todo even greater works than our Saviour perform-
ed on earth; not only to restore the lumie,and raise the
dead, but to raise to spiritual life dead souls, to convinee
of their guilt multitudes who had consented to the death
of Jesus, and lead them to embrace Aim as their Saviour,
whom they had formerly rejected, and blasphemed.

Thus when the three thousand, on the day of Pentecost,
were convineed of the claims of Jesus, as the Messiah, and
embraced him as their Saviour, their conduct as the re-
sult of the power now wielded by the apostles, in conse-
quence of the fulness of the Spirit, that dwelt in them,
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convicted the rejectors of Jesus of sin. “Then was the
world brought to a voluntary confession of the sin of mur-
dering Jesus.”  Andlooking at this in conuexion with the
gifts of healing and tongues exercised by the apostles,
these things afforded the most indubitable proof of the
divinity of Jesus, and consequently of the sin of those
who rejected and erucified him. Thus, while the out-
pouring, and exercise of the gifts of the Holy Spirit con~
victed, upon indubitable evidence, the rejectors of Jesus,
they reproved them at the same time.

‘When men beheld the despised apostles exercising such
extraordinary power,in fulfilment of the promise of the
crucified one, they felt this to be the testimony of heaven
to the truthfulness of bis chavacter, and {he justice of
his claims.  This, however, though 2 most important, was
ouly atemporary, consequence of the operation of the Spirit’s
gifts. He is 1o continue in the church for ever, and he
has still a2 workk of conviction to do in the hearts of
men.

IT 1s THE PERMANENT PART OF THE SPIRIT'S work ToO
CONVINCE MEN CONCERNING SIN.

I bave already spoken of the blindness and indifference
of man, in his natural state, in regard to everything divine
and spiritual. It is astonishing to think with what coel-
ness men will talk of the justice, and holiness, and omni-
potence of God, and admit that they have sinned against
him, and that there is a day of judgment coming, on which
they must appear before him, to receive an award for eter-
nity, according to the deeds done in time. One would
think that the consciousness of having violated the laws of

such a Being, and incurred bis righteous displeasure, and
exposed themselves to the gnawings of the worm that can-
not die, and the torments of the five that cannot bequench-
ed, one would think that the consciousness of all this
would petrify men with horror, and render them incapable
of enjoying the pleasures, or atlending to the business of
life, t1ll they obtained reconciliation and peace with God.
But it is notso with the great mass of men, who will rearh!y
enough admit the grand truths ofreligion, and yet remain
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practically unaffected by them. Hence the permanent
necessity of the Spirit’s work in convincing men of sin.—
He must both enlighten the understanding, and impress the
heart, before we can either see sin in its true character, or
feel an adequate sense of jts danger. He must remove
the scales from the eyes, before we can see sin, in allits in-
justice, and hatefulness,and ingratitude, and rouse conscience
from itslethargic torpor, before we can feel the alarm, and
terror, which a consciousness of guilt before God may well
inspire.

«“The Spiril,” says M. Henry, is sent to convince
sinners of sin, not barely to tell them of it. In conviction -
there is more than that, it is to prove it upon them, and
force them to own it. It is to make them kuow their
abominations. The Spirit convinces of the fact of sin,
that we have doneso and so; of the fault of sin, that we
have done evil in doing so; of the folly of ¢in, that we
have acted against right reason, and our true interest; of
the filth of sin, that by it we are become odious to God;
of the fountain of sin the corrupt nature; and lastly, of
the fruit of sin, that the end thereof is death. The Spirit
demonstrates the depravity and degeneracy of the whole
world, that all the woild is guilty Lefore God.”

When the Spirit of God has thus aroused conscience
and given us an insight into our own hearts, and epabled
Us to see them in ail their depravity, and enlightened our
intellect so as to enable us to understand the Jaw of God,
in all its comprehensiveness, and spirituality, as extending
not only to the actions, but to the words, and thoughts,
and then, when ouarsins set themselves in gloomy array
before us, actual transgressions committed, duties neglect-
ed, God forgotten and dishonoured, rash wordsspoken, and
sinful thoughts indulged in, what agony of soul is exeited,
what terrors aroused, and what fearful apprehensions of
coming judgment take hold upon us!

This is the case when the Spirit gives us realizing
views of the sins which we have commilted against God;
but thers is one sin more aggravated than al! the rest,more
ungrateful, dangerous, ruinous, of which it is the special
office of the Spirit to convince us, I mean the sin of up-
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belief in Jesus, as the Saviour of sinners. The work of
the Spirit, mentioned in tha text, was not merely to conviet
the unbelieving Jews and Gentiles of that day, of fearful
sin, in disbelieving, and rejecting, and crucifying the Savi-
our, bat thiz work extends to all time, and his office is still
to convince men specially of the fearful sin of unbelief.
This sin is the most aggravated of any: it is most dishon
ouring to God, and most ruinous to man. It robs God ot
his greatest glory; it virtually impugos his veracity, and
shuts out man from the ounly vemedy provided for the
salvation of his soul. And even when there is not positive
unbelief, wheo there is the conviction of the understanding
merely, without the consent, and submission, and accept-
ance of the heart, this indifference, and indecision, and
refusal to accept Christ’s gracious offers, argues the basest
ingratitude, as well as the most niserable folly. Unbelief
is noc only the most prevalent, and ruinous of all sins,
but it is that which lies at the bottom of all iniquity. If
men habitually lived as seeing God who is invisible, they
durst not commit sin, feeling that they were in the pres-
ence of the Omunipotent punisher of it.  And if they lived
in the belief that Jesus died for them, how could they
grieve, and wound him afresh, by indulging in that sin
which erucified him? The Spirit, by his internal opera-
tion upon the heart, will not only convince sinners that,
because they believe not in Jesus, they are overwhelmed
by sin; but that apart from him, they have not a particle
of righteousness about them. Thus he will make them
feel that it 1s not only sin to disbelieve in Jesus, but that
without belief in Lim, all sin is unforgiven, and will Jead
to everlasting perdition.

In ordinary eases, and more especially in the case of
those, who have beer piously brought up; who bhave been
trained to the feur of the Lord, and accustomed to self-
restraint from their earliest years, the work of conviction
is seldom severe, and often 8o quiet, and gradual, that it
is searcely perceived, till it issues in a state of complete
reconciliation to God, and the enjoyment of perfect peace.
But in cases where the individual  has lived in a state of
complete alienation from God,and in the indulgence, it may
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be, of open sin, conviction is sometimes produced suddenly
by the migkty operation of the Spirit of God; ‘and in
such eases it 15 generally violent, and alarming. It is the
Spitit only, who can effectually convince of sin, in any
case; though a sermon, or conversation with a Christian
friend, or the perusal of God’s word, or some rtemarkable
eveat in Providence, may be the means employed for the
production of that most important effect. And when it
is produced, and the great realities of the spiritual, and
eternal world burst suddenly upon the view, no wonder
that the individual is sometimes agonized in soul, and
ready almost to sink into despair. ~Wheu a person has
been living exclusively for a present world, practically ig-
noring the providence of God, and giving himself no
concern about the future, if his mind is suddenly awak-
ened to a sense of the realities of the spiritual and eternal
world, no wonder that he is overwhelmed with terror,
and alarm. When a man is suddenly made to realize the
holiness, and justice of God, and his own utter ungodliness,
and guilt; and to feel that he deserves nothing but ever-
lasting destruetion from the presence of God, and from the
glory of his power, who may describe the agony of soul
which he experiences! Such a ‘sudden realization of
spiritual and eternal things is not uncommon, during great
revivals of religion ; and the agouy of soul which it produces
is nothing more than, in the circumstances of the case,
might be expected. And most frequently such sudden
and fearful convictions compel the sufferer to apply for
mercy and pardon, where alone they can be found, and to
agonize in prayer, till he fiods peace in Jesus. If the
work, insuch cases, isa violent and .terrible one, it is
generally a short, and effectual one. And the change
produced is so great that it caunot escape observatioun.
Sueh aperson is often one wondered at. Having been for-
given much, he loves much. Peace flows in upon himlikea
mighty stream, and his joy is, for the time, very much in

roportion to the depth of misery and despair, from which

e has been delivered. Having been brought up out of
the deep pit, and miry clay, and had his feet set upon a
rock, and his goings established, the overflowing gratitude
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of his hearl finds expression in new songs of praise to
the God of his salvation, and his case is so marked, that
many see it, and fear, and are led to trust in the Lord.

There can be o doubt that an internal work of convie-
tion by the Spirit of God is necessary in all, even those
who are the most happily constituted by God as to natural
disposition—the mest amiable, and conscientious, and cor-
rect in their moral deportment. This is necessary, how-
ever happily covstituted they may be, however pious their
parents; however judicious and godly their education; for
all true believers are born, not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. The con-
victions in such are generally not so severe, however
decided and observahle they may be; though I have
known ecases of this kind, in which they were long con-
tinued, and distressing. The truth is, that men’s minds
are so differently constituted, and their circumstances so
various, that uniformity is not to be expected, in God’s
dealings with meu; for he accommodates his grace to the
peculiar condition, and circumstances of each. Hence the
folly of expecting similar experiences in all cases.

There are soine persons who doubt the genuineness of
conversion, if it has not been preceded by severe and dis-
tressing convictions,—what eur old divines used to term “a
law work.” T once knew a gentleman of extensive pro-
perty, who had devoted a large proportion of it to the
cause of God, and for many years, given all the evidenca
which one could reasonably expect, of genuine conversion,
and yet I remeinber him expressing serious doubts to me,
whether he had experienced a saving change of heart, and
was really a child of God; because he had never experi-
enced these distressing convictions of sin, which some
appear to regard as absolutely Judispensable. No doubt,
all who have been awakened, and renewed by the Spirit
of Gud, have been covvinced by him of sin, have leen
made to see its exceeding sinfulness, and their own utterly
Iost condition by nature, and their need of a Saviour, and
the preciousness and all-sufficiency of Jesus. But when
the remedy is known, and its efficacy belleved in, even
before the sgverity of the disease is felt; and when it is
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confidently applied, when the first symptoms are experi-
enced, it may be reasonably expected that the cure will be
speedy and certain.

Yes Brethren, when, in consequence of judicious teach-
ing, Jesus has been known, and intelligently believed in,
before convictions are awakened by the Spirit in the soul,
when these convictions arise, and Jesus is instantly applied
to, I believe that peace generally ensues, without any -
severe or probracted struggle. This is certainly to be
desired. And my opinion decidedly is, that, instead of
terrible, and agonizing convictions being desirable, weoughs
to account it special matter of thanksgiving, if we are
brought to peace in believing, without having to pass
through them.

Thougl convictions may be sudden and tevrible, and
genuine conversion speedy and remarkable; yet I believe
that a work of grace is more frequently gradual, and to be
determined with certainty only by its fruits, as “the Sun
by its shining, and the spring by the stream which it sends
forth.”  If the life is holy, aud the fear, and the hatred of
sin deep, and sincere, and Lhe struggle against it determined,
and suecessful, that isone of the most decided evidences of
genuine conversion. This successful struggle agaiost sin
must of course be theresult of the tear, andthe love of God,
and the admiration of the beauty of holiness, and daily
applications to God for that spiritual strength, in virtue of
which alone we ean resist, and overcome temptation ; and
wherever there is the love of God, and the love of the
adorable Redeemer, and trust in his biond alone for salvation,
and in the power of his Spirit alone for sanctification, and
the Jove of his day and of his house, and his people, and
the victory over outward sin, and the daily struggle against
indwelling corruption, then we may be assured that we
are the childven of God, whatever may be the nature of
the convictions through which we have passed.



SERMON IV,

THE SPIRIT'S WORK IN CONVINCING THE
WORLD, CONCERNING RIGHTEQOUSNESS.

“Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no
more.”—John xvi. 10,

‘Who can by searching find out God, who can find out
the Almighty to perfection? Even the loftiest of the
Archangels, who may have been advancing in knowledge,
and experience, and growing in intellectual strength for
thousands of ages, can never, with all their mighty ener-
gies, fathom the depths of infinite being, or fully compre-
hend the nature aud perfections of the Qwnipotent, the
Omniscient, and Omnipresent One, whose goings forth
have been of old, even from everlasting, And if these
mighty beings, who have probably the power of moving
with inconceivable rapidity, and visiting the most remote
parts of ereation, and who have consequently the most ex-
tensive opportunities of observation, if even they, with all
their mighty sweep of intellect, cannot master the great
thought, which has for its object the eternal and self-
existent Creator, how is it to be supposed that man, tha
creature of a day, whose dwelling is in the dust, who is
confined to a comparatively small extent of space and
time, how is it to be supposed that such an one should be
able to comprehend the nature of the Godhead? Tt
requires very little power of thought to perceive that the
thing is ar impossibility, and that we must be content
with such glimpses of the being and perfections of God,
as our limited powers can gather from his word and from
his works. From bhis works of creation and providence,
the reflective and observant student may learn something
of the power, and wisdom, and goodness of God; but it
is from his word alone, thut we learn anything of the
meode of the divine existence, and of the wondrous work
of Grace, which affords us the most comforting view of
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the goodness and love of the Eternal, and Omnipotent
Oune.

In the Godhead we are tola that there are three dis-
tinet persons, one in essence, and unity of action, equal in
power and glory; and that by mutual agreement, they
have different offices to perform, in the great work of re
deeming sinvers, from condemnation and ruin, and restor-
ing them to God's favor and fiiendship,—to holiness of
heart and purity of life, as an J'ndispeusable preparative
to admission to the inheritance of the saints 1 light,—
to fulness of joy in God's presence, and at his right band
pleasures for evermore. We know, from the divine record,
that the Father devised the scheme of redemption, that
he s0 loved the world, that he gave bis only begotten Son,
that whosoever belicveth on him, might not perish, but

-have everlasting life. We know that the Son carried that
scheme into execution, and redeemed us by his own pre-
cious blood, suffering all that justice could demand, as the
substitute of sinners,.and submitting that his soul should
Le made an offering for sin. And further, we know that
it is the office of the Holy Spirit to apply to the heartsand
consciences of men, the remedy which Christ provided for
sin; and that he is to be with the Church always, even to
the end of the world.

What comfort in the thought, that one of the persons
of the Godhead charges himself specially with the care of
the Church on earth, with its preservation, extension aund
growth in grace! What comfort in the thought, that a
Being of infinite wisdom, and goodness; and power is
ever present in the Church, to enlighten, strengthen, sanc-
tify and comfort believers, and to arouse, convince,
and convert ungodly sinners! Of the mode of the
Bpiris existence, or of his special residence, we know
nothing. He is possested of the attrilbute of Omnipres-
ence, and is said to dwell with believers, and to be in them ;
yea, their bodies are said to be temples of the Holy Ghost,
and it was promised by the Saviour, that he would lead
them into all truth, and comfort, as well as sanctify them.
It would be presumption to say that the Spirit is oceupied
exclusively with ths concerns of Christ’s Church on warth.
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It is possible however, that this may be the ouly rebellious
world, in all God’s universe, and that it may not only re-
quire, but obtain, the greatest share of his attention,  Nor
will this appear so extravagant, when we remember that
the Lord Jesus not only remained for upwards of thirty
years on earth, and took buman nature into uuion with
his divine mature, but finally expiated our sins, in his own
body om the accursed tree. And if God thought it im-
portant enongh that sueh condescension should be sub-
mitted to, and such a saerifice made, in order to redeeny
sinners, it does wot appear more wonderful, that the Spirit
should continue 1 the world, ehiefly oceupied with carry-
ing on the work of redemption, in its application to the
hearts and consciences of men; and thus fitting for glory
the souls whom Christ purchased with his blood. We
know that the Holy Spirit is in tbe world, and though
invisible to the eye of sense, occupied probably with the:
Church’s affairs chiefly, so that we may well take comfort
and encouragement {rom this, and rest assured that, if the
Holy Spirit thus interests himself in the work of salvation,
be is as willing, as he is able, to listen to the prayer of the
humble penitent, and second his fecble efforts, and soften
his hard beart, and bring bini to close with Christ's gra-
cious offers, and enlighten, and sanctify, and comfort, and
sustain him, till his pilgrimage in this life is ended, and he
enters into the joy of his Lord.

CHRIST'S RECEPTION INTO HEAVEN, AND MISSION OF THE
COMFORTER, IN FULFILMENT OF HIS PROMISE, A
PROOF OF HIS PERSONAL RIGHTEQUSNESS.

The righteousness of which our Saviour here speaks,
and conce;ning which, he says that the Spirit would con-
vince the world, refers particularly, in the first instance, to
his personal righteousness. The world accused bim of
blasphemy, of imposture, and sedition, and for these
alleged crimes, he was condemned and executed. But
when he arose from the dead, and the sublime fact could
neither be concealed nor refuted ; and especially when Le
ascended gloriously into heaven, in the presence of his

- apostles, and. thus returned to his Father, these things pro-
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claimed his innocenee to the world, and convieted of fearful
sin, the men who had been guilty of his murder. And
the circumstance of his eontinuing with the Father, so
that he was no more seen amoung en, afforded evidence
that he received a cordial welcome there. Thus the resur-
rection and ascension of Jesus, might be regarded as
heaven’s testimony to his righteousness, Aud this testi-
mony ought to have been regarded as sufficient, even by
the world; since it was known by his opponents that he
had declared, while living, that he would rise from the
dead, on the third day after his death, which led to their
taking every precaution to prevent the removal of his
body from the sepulchre. And his resurrection, notwith-
standing, amid circumstances of resistless power, and the
most sublime and terrific grandeur, as testified by ‘the
Roman soldiers, was the fulfilment of his own prediction;
and thus proved the truthfulness of his character, and
showed, at the same time, God’s approbation of his right-
eous conduct. Jesus himself evidently attaches importance
to their seeing him no more, as evidence of God's welcome
reception of him. The force of this argument would not
be felt, however, till the Spirit was poured out upon there,
in fulfilment of the Saviowrs promise. But when he ‘wis- -
poured out in rich and glorious effusion, according to the
Saviour’s promise, in his extraordinary gifts, as well as ordin-
ary influences; this afforded a tangible and practical evi-
dence even to the world, regarding the righteousness of him,
whose apostles had thus been endowed with miraculous
power . They knew thatit was believed, on sufficient testi-
mony, that he had tisen from the dead, and ascended into
heaven, from whence he said that he would send down these
mighty gifts, whose extraordinary effects they had wit-
nessed, with their own eyes. And the exercise hy the
apostles, of these gifts, such as the world bad never wit-
nessed before, afforded indubitable evidence to every re-
flacting and honest man, regarding the righteousness of
him, who had been so unjustly, and unmercifully, and
wickedly put to death. And to the more enlighteuned of
the disciples especially, the fact of his continuing with the
Father, aud returning to them no more, must have afford-
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ed satisfactory evidence, not only regarding his personal
rightecusness, and acceptance with the Father, but regard-
ing the completeuess, aul sufficiency of the work which he
had accomplished on earth,  Such must have been the
conclusions produced on the minds of all honest men, in
Jerusalem, by the visible effects of the mighty operations
of the Spirit; but wightier still must have been the
effects produced by the inward operations of the Spivit,
on the hearts of multitudes, When the truths respecting
the life, and death, and resurrection, and ascension of the
Lord Jesus, were communicated: to the people, by the
preaching of the apostles, and when the grand object, ac-
complished by his denth, was explained,—even the satis-
faction of God’s justice, and the vindication of his laws
when they were made to see that when Clirist suftered, it
was as the substitute of sinners, and that all this took place,
according to the predetermined purpose of God, as fally
declared in the propbetic Scrintuves, when all this was
explaived by the apostles to the people, the Spirit of God
carried home the truth with power to their hesrts, and
~hed anew light ou Seripture, and made them feel that
“Jesus, the crucified One, was indeed the Messiali pronised
by the prophets, and whose death was an all-sufficient
atonement for sin. << The vindication of Jesus from the
charges brought against him,” says one, ‘‘he chiefly re-
ferved to the Holy Spirit, the advocate, who, by his influ-
ences on the minds of the people. and by his elnquence
and energy, in the ministry of the apostles, convinced
both the Jews and the Gentiles, that the sentence of the
Jewish rulers was unjust, and infamous; and that the very
person whom they had crucified, was both Lerd and
Christ;-—Lord, the great governor of the universe, and
Christ, the Lord's annointed, the promised Messiah. It
was a matter of the ntmost consequence to the Clristian
cause, to have the énnocence and holiness of its founder
demonstrated, and the crime of the Jews, in putling him
to death, made manifest to the world. This also has been
literally fulfilled : the universe, that bas heard of him, be-
lieves the righteousness and innocence of Jesus; and the
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Jews, his persecutors, are eonfounded, and execrated
throughout the habitable globe.”*

THE SPIRIT'S AGENCY IN CONVINCING MEN, REGARDING THE
SUFFICIENCY OF CHRIST'S IMPUTED RIGHTEQUSNESS.

We have seen that the word rightecusness employed
in our text, includes the persoual righteousness of Chuist;
but this does not by any means exhaust its meaning.—
Christ must be righteous himself, before he could provide
a righteousuess for others. And being perfeetly separate
from sinners, and in himself knowing no sin, be provided
a righteousness for us, in virtue of which alone we can be
justified, in the sight of a'holy God.

Tlis righteousness just arose from Christ’s suffering
unto death, as the substitute of smners, and yielding a
perfect obedience to God's law in all things, as man’s re-
presentative in the covenant of grace. And this right-
eousness, thus provided by God, is made over, or 1mputed
to all wha believe in Jesus, and accept him as their Saviour,
and, instead of seeking to establish a righteousness of their
own, depend for salvation on the righteousness of Christ
alone, and accept it, as God’s free and wumerited gify
thlough the blood of the Lamb. Thisis what Paul terms,
“the righteousness of God, without the law,”—that is,
the righteousness which God provided, and will accept, on
the part of the smnu, without his yielding a perfecs
obedience to the lav It is “that righteousness. or
obedience to the law, hoth in its penalty and requirements,
which has been yielded to it by our Lord Jesus Christ.—
This is indeed the nghteousncss of God, for it has heen

rovided by God, and from first to last, has been effected

y his Son Jesus Churist, who is the mwhty God, and the
Father of eternity. To that righteousriess is the eye of
the believer ever to be direcled; on that righteousness
must he rest; on that nohteousue& must he live; ; on that
nghteousnuss must he die; in that 11ghteouweas must he
appear before the Judgment seat; in that righteousness
must he stand for ever m the presence of a nohteous God,
“I will greatly rjoice,” says Isaiah, “in the Lord: my

*Dr., A, Clark,
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soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me
with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with
the robe of righteousness.”*

This righteousness, thus provided by God for the sin-
ner, was not unknown to believers in ancient times. It
was {ypified in every sacrifice that was presented, and wit-
nessed by the holy prophets, as by David, when he says,
“ Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of
my salvation, and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy
righteousness ;" —not certainly the personal righteousness
of God; for that, in the circumstances in which he was
placed, David would have shruuk from contemplating, but
that righteousness, which God provided for the salvation
of the sinuer, through the blood of the great Redeemer,
who was to be offered up in sacrifice, in the fulness of
time.

It was comparatively dim views of this glorinus sub-
ject, which the old testament saints possessed; but Jesus
tells the apostles here, that when the Holy Spirit was coue,
“ he would disclose to those whom he influences, that
righteousness of Guod, which is revealed to faith as the
ground. of « sinner’s justification, even the obedience unto
death of the divine Redecmer, as our surety. He conviuces
them concerning the suitableness, and sufficiency of this
righteousness for the end proposed ; He makes them sensi-
ble that, in this way, God is righteous in justifying sinners
as well as glorious in mercy, and in all other pertections.
He discovers to them liow the law is thus magnified, and
how real faith, in the righteousness of Christ, is iusepar-
ably accompanied with Latred of sin, with humility, love
of God, and ghe beginning of all holy dispositions. He
convinees them, that Clrist’'s nscension to the right hand
of the Father fully proves his ransom  aceepted, and the
righteousness Aunished,through which helievers are justified ;
and therefore there is no need for him to appear again on
earth, till Lie shall come to judge the world.”4

* Taldane on Romans iii. 21,
t Scott’s Commentary.
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THE TWO-FOLD MODE, IN WHICH THE SPIRIT,S WORK
MAY BE REGARDED.

Such then is the two-fold righteousness, in regard to
which, Jesus says that the Spirit would convince the world.
First. The personal righteousness of Christ,—that lie wasa
holy and innocent person, and then the righteousness which
he provided for believers, by his perfect obedience to the
requirements, and penalties of the law, or in other words,
by yielding a perfect obedience to all the requirements of
the law, and suffering its extreme penalty, as the substitute
of sinners, There is a two-fold mode also, in whieh the
Spirit’s working may be regarded: First. As indireetly,
through the miracles and teaching of the apostles, in whom
the Spirit dwelt, and through whose ageney he wrought,
and then as directly, through his own immediate, personal
working, stimulating the natural faculties, enlightening the
mind, removing prejudices, suggesting new truths to the
understanding, and carrying home truths presented by
others, whether in books, or by the living voice, with re-
sistless power to the heart.

THE TWO-FOLD EFFECT PRODUCED BY THE SPIRIT'S
TEACHING.

Again there is a two-fold effect produced by the
Spiriv's teaching,—** There is a convincing unto salvation,
and a conviction unto condemnation.”*  First. Those who
believe, and receive the Holy Spirit’s gracious teaching, he
convinces of sin, of their need of a Saviour, and of the ali
sufficiency of Jesus as a Saviour, so that they are led to
embrace him thavkfully, and cordially, as all theirsalvation,
and all their hope. Secondly. Those who are impenitent
and rebellicus, and receive not the truth, he eonvicts, and
shows to be inexeusable, by the evidence which he affords
of the: righteounsniess of Jesus, and his own power, and pre-
senee in the Chureh.

We have seen that the righteousness, of whieh it i
said in the text, that the Sphit would convince the world,
though it refers, in the first instance, to the personal right-

*Alford,
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wousness of Christ, embraces also the righteousness whick
God, through Churist, provided for the world, hence termed by
Paul the rightecusness of God, which is by faith of Jesus
Christ uoto all, and upon all them that believe. Looking
at- the matter in this light, some have termed this right-
eoksness, somewhat tiproperly perhaps, the world’s right-
@ousness, aud in reference to it, a great living writer asks
—“What is the world’s righteousness 7 ¢ Net theirown,”
he replies, « but that of the accepted man Christ Jesus,
standing at the right hand of God,—(seen by s ro more,
but by that very withdrawal testified to be the Son ef
God, THE RIGHTEOUS or¥E), mauifested in the hearts of
men by the Spirit to be their onrly righteousness:—and
thereby that sighteousness, which they had of their own
before, i3 demonstrated to be worthless, and as filthy rags.
—It is the going to the Father, by which this righteous-
ness is assured to us, and by the effect of which,—the
apirit—the conviction respecting it is” wrought in our
hearts. The eondemnatory side of this part of the convie-
tion is,—that remorse, wherewith they whose day of grace
is past, shall look on the perfect righteousness which
might have been theirs, and on the miserable substitute,
with which they.contented themselves.”*

EXHORTATION TO SERIOUS ENQUIRY A8 TO WHETHER WK
HAVE RECEIVED THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST.

I have thus endeavoured to explain the matuve of the
Spirit’s mission, in convincing men of sin, ard righteous-
ness: and it ought to be made a solemn, and searching
enquiry with every one of us,—have I heen the subject of
the Spirit’s operation? This is a question as iwportant,
as it i3 solern, for remember that, if any man have not the
Spirit-of Christ, he is none of his. In our natural state,
the mind is dark, and perplexed, and it is but dim, -and
distorted views whicl we have, in regard to every thing
divine aud spiritual. ¢ The natural man reeciveth not
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness. to
him, neither ean he kuow them, because they are spirit-
unally discerned.”  Are there any here, whom the Spirit
*Alford.

-
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has convinced of sin, but who have not yet heen brought
to peace, and joy in believing? It may be a dark night
with you at present, but have patience, and the day star
will au length arise upon your hearts. Do pot, I heseech
you, seek to kindle sparks of your own, and blow them into
a flame, that ‘you may walk in their filse and seductive
glare.  And above all, do not seek to escape from your
distressing feelings, by stifling  your convictions. This is
to quench the Spirit, and seck a temporary oblivion of
your misery, in the stupefying etfocts of the world’s
opiates,

But from this there will, sooner or luter he a fearful
awakening; when prohably all remedics will be unattain-
able, and unavailing. As you value your sonl’s safety,
look your condition fairly inthe face. Do not shrink from
the eontemplation of it.  And instead of Liding from the
sight of your sins, ook at them in all their aggravations;
and let the keen remorse which you feel, in consequence of
them, Jead you in deep sorrow of heart to Jesus, und be-
seech him to relieve you of their heavy burden. « On
bim,” it is said. “ were laid the iniyuities of vs ally” and
he is both able, and willing to bear yours. Come to him
in faith, and Jowly penitential feelings; and he will cause
light to arise in your dukness, and peace in your distrac-
tion, and joy in your sorrow. His grace will be made
sufficient for you, and Lis strength will Le perfected in your
wenkness.

I know there is a goodly number here, who have not
only been convinced of sin, and rightenus<ness, but who
have obtained peace and joy in believing. 1 have little,
dear brethren to say to yowu, at present, farther than to
congratnlate you; and exhort you to be teadfast, im-
movable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.—
The Spirit of God, T doubt not, will spexk to you, at these
tables, * in terms more appropriate, and com‘orting than
any thing which man could address to you, T cannotcon-
cludethis discourse, however, without, arldressina myself to
those, who may never have experieuced the strivings of the
Spirit in their sonls, and who may hitherto have been

*Thls was preached on a communion Sabbath,
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living exclusively for a present world. Would you be
awakened, my friends, to a sense of your true conditior, as
spiritual and immortal beings,—as beings who cannotavoid
the awful eternity which is before you, even if you should
desire to hide yourselves from it, in the gloomy depths of
annibilation #—Pray that God would pour out his Holy
Spirit upon you, to lead you into all truth concerning
yourselves, as spiritnal, and immortal beings.

Without his teaching, you must ever remain in igno-
vance, regarding all that it is wost important for spiritual
and immortal beings to know. None teacheth like him.
And we have the promise that, if we ask his gracious in-
fluences to enlighten, to convince, and convert us, in true
sincerity of soul, and with the earnest desire to obtain
them, they will not be withheld. Seek then those gracious
influences, with all your heart, and God will cause light
to arise in your darkness, and lead you into all truth, and
grant you the peace that passeth urderstanding here, and
fulness of joy in his own presence hereafter.



SERMON V,

THE SPIRIT’S WORK IN CONVINCING THE
WORLD, CONUERNING JUDGMENT.

“Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.”—
John xvi, 11.

When Jesus was about to leave his disciples, and con-
tinue absent from them in heaven, till the history of the
present dispensation is wound up, and he comes again the
second time, without the necessity of a sin-offering, to
perfect the salvation of his people, it was desirable that he
should say something to comfort them. And that he did
most effectually, by teiling them of the provision which he
bhad made, for the welfare of his Church, dwring his
absence, and for carrying on the work of redemption, in
its application to the hearts and consciences of men. And
this he did, by telling them that the Holy Ghost, whom
he terms the comforter, from the abundant consolation
which he administers to believers, would come, and con-
vigt the world, concerning sin in general, and especially
concerning the guilt of not believiny in him, and accepting
him as the Saviour. He tells themn likewise that the .
Spirit would convinee the world, not only eoncerning the
personal righteousness of Jesus, who had been most un-
Justly and wickedly rejected, and condemned by the Jews,
but also regarding that righteousness which he provided
for believers, through which alone sinners can be acquitted,
and sceepted, in the sizht of a Holy God.  Aund now, he
tells them in our text, that, wheu the Spirit was come, he
would convince the world, concerning judgment,—that is,
that the Almighty, as a righteous Governor, exercises
justice on earth, and that there is a great day of judgment
coming, when all the accounts which are unsettled in this
world, shall be finally rectified; and when he will render
to every man, according to his works.



THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT. 49

THE PRESENCE OF THE SPIRIT, IN FULFILMENT OF CHRIST'S
PROMISE, AND TO THEZ OVERTHROW OF SATAN'S POWER,
A PALPABLE EVIDENCE THAT GOD NOW RULES
THE WORLD, AND WILL ULTIMATELY JUDGE IT.

The very fact of the Spirit's coming, and investing
the apostles, with new powers, would be to themselves a
farther confirmation of the truth of all that Jesus had
said to them; and, by his powerful operation on their
minds, he would fmpress this still more deeply upon their
hearts.  But Le would not only convince the apostles, but
convict the world;—that is, Ly undeniable evidence, he
would prove, against their forier unbelief, the divine
majesty, the righteous character, and supreme sovereignty
of the Lord Christ. When Jesus cays here, that the
Spirit would convict the world, concerning judgment, he
Jjust means, that he would afford such evidence, regarding
God’s present exercise of justice, and future judgment of
the world, as would convince all fair and reasonable en-
quirers, and leave all others witliout excuse. But how, it
may be asked, would the Spirit bring home this convietion
to the understanding? Jesus tells us,—because the prince
of this world is judged. He would bring home with
power to the understanding the fact, that the prince of
this world is judged,—a fact this, which would soon be
made palpable to the senses.

By the prince of this world, there can be no doubt
that we are to understand Satan, who js elsewhere termed
“the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now
worketh in the children of disobedience.” 1 am aware
that some superficial readers have jwagined that the
prince of this world here means tle Lord Jesus himself.—
But this is impossible; for in the fourteenth ehapter of this
book, he applies the same expression to Satan, as coming
to tempt hiim,—* The prince of this world comet )’ S{ild
he, «and hath nothing in me.” The same title is applied
to Satan by Jesus, when he declared in view of his own
crucifixion, that the time had now come, when Satap
would be ejected from his usarped dominion over this
world, “Now is the judgment of this world,” said he,
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% now shall the prince of this world be cast out.” As if
he had said,—Now is the crisis of this world, now has the
critical time come, when it shall be determined, who shall
govern it. Now has the time come, when he, who has
hitherto ruled, with usurped dominion over this world,
shall be cast out.

Here then, Jesus declares, that the execution of Judg-
ment upon Satan, the Prince of this world, would afford
indubitable evidence that God now executes justice in this
world, and that he will ultimately judge it, in righteous-
ness, by that man whom he hath ordained, whereof he
hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised
him from the dead. Jesus here speaks, you will observe,
of what will take place, when the Spivitis come. He tells
- us that he will convince the world, concerning the judg-
ment, which God now exercises, and will exercise, by the
palpable evidence which will then be afforded, that the
prince of this world has been judged, and condemned, and
cast down from his usurped dominion over this world.—
But what, it may be asked, is the evidence, which will be
afforded, of Satan’s overthrow? To this we reply, that
the very death of Christ affords an evidence of Satan’s
overthrow. This to many of you may seem a strange
assertion. 'To many of you it may rather appear that the
death of Christ was Satan’s triumph. Snch it probably
appeared to himself at the time. But he soon found that
it contained the elements of his destruction. In the death
of Christ, sin was condemned and punished,—that sin
which Satan introduced into our world, and in the con-
demnation and punishment of sin, he was condemned and
punished. And though it might seem, at first, that by
death Jesus was overcome, and Satan victorious over him,
the result soon proved how great a mistake this was; for
Christ’s death was but the preparative to his victory and
ultimate triumph. He entered, as it were, into Satan’s
dominions, and in bis own territory, the scene of all his
former victories, the battle-field strewed with the bones of
innumerable victims, there in the very stronghold of death,
he conquered him, who had the power of death, that is the
devil. He took human nature upon him, for the very pur-
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pose, that be might die, and through death accomplish this
glorious victory. He submitted to death, but it was that
he might grapple with and ultimately destroy it. He euter-
ed the gloomy abode of the tomb, but it was that he might
break its strong bars, and divest it henceforward of its
gloomiest terrors to believers.  The power of death eould
not hold the Prince of life.  He came forth victorious over
it, and prepared the way for the complete fulfilment of
his own prediction. «T will ransom them from the power
of the grave; I will redesm them from death. O death, T
will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction.”
When Christ rose from the grave, the grand crisis in
the world’s history was past.  The most indubitable evi-
" dence was thus afforded, that he had conquered, in his own
dominions, him who hal the power of death, And when
he ascended up gloriously into heaven, and procured the
gift of the Holy Spirit {or men, and, in fulfilment of his
own promise, poured him down upon his disciples, the
most palpable evidence was afforded, that God had accept-
ed his death, as a ransom for sinners, and that he was
satisfied ‘with the atonement which had leen made for
sin. And thus it was, that by death, Christ deprived
death of its sting. And then, too, it was that Satan was
Jjudged, and conquered, and castout.  Kven Lefore Christ’s
death, he limited the power of Satan, and obtaived many
a vietory over him. In every demon whom he ejected,
he obtained an advantage over Saian. Avd when the
seventy disciples returned to him with joy, saying, * Lord
even the devils are sulject to us, through thy name,” he
said unto them, “I beheld Sutan, as lightning fall from
heaven.” Thus Chyist, during his life time, not only re-
sisted all Satan’s temptations, but weskened his influence,
and frequently defeated him. And after the Holy Spivit
was poured out, his power was vastly diminished, aud the
way prepared for its final extirpation from the world. By
enlightening meun’s minds in the knowledge of God, and
of the claims, which he has on their service, their gratitude,
and affection, and then discovering to themselves their own
true character, as guilty and ]1P]l—t1esex'vi1)g sinuers, the
Spirit awalkens men to a sense of their lost condition; and
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then, when he discovers to them the preciousness and afl-
sufficiency of Christ, and the freeness of the gospel offer
of salvavion, through him, they are led thankfully to em-
brace him. And thus having their understandings
enlightened, they are enabled to see through the crafty
devices of Satan, and are delivered from his dominion.

It is said that Christ spoiled principalities and powers,
and made a show of them openly, trinmpbing over them,
on his cross; from which 1t would appear that, when
Christ made satisfaction to divine justice, on the cross,
Satan was vanquished, his power at ouce restrained, and
vastly dimipished, and the way prepared for its ultimate
extinction. Thus, if Satan bruised Christ’s heel upeon the
cross, his own head was crushed in the struggle. Thus,
it would appear that, after the redemption of sinners was
purchased by Chuist’s death upon the cross, the power of
God was directly put forth to restrain and ultimately de-
stroy the power of Satan. And when the Holy Spirit
was poured out, he convinced men of this, not enly by
enlightening their minds, to discover the meaning of
seripture, in reference to this subject, but by emaneipating
multitudes from the dominion of Satan, illuminating their
understandings, purifying their lives, and making them in
Chuist Jesus, wholly new creatures. Within a short period
after the introduction of Christianity, the reign of ignor-
ance, and superstition, and idolatry, and cruelty, and moral
abomination wasshaken to its basis; and the present vastly
improved moral and spiritual condition of the world
proves that Satan has been hurled from his throne of
usurped dominion over the world; and that he exercises
uncontrolled sway over it, only in those dak regions,
where the glorious truths of the gospel are unknown.—
Thus in the emancipation of multitudes from the dominion
of Satap, at the commencement of the gospel dispensation,
palpable evidence was afforded that Satan was judged, and
castout. And this circumstance afforded an awful demon-
"stration of the fact, not ouly that God exercises righteous
judgment among men now, but that there is a great day
of Judgment appointed, when the secrets of all hearts
shall be revealed, when every dark deed of iniquity shall
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be made manifest, and an award given to men for sternity
according to the deeds done in time.

THE HOLY SPIRIT, BY HIS DIRECT OPERATION UPON THE
HIND, CONVINCES MEN BOTH OF GOD'S PRESENT GOVERN-
MENT OF THE WORLD, AND OF THE FUTURE JUDGMENT:

‘When the Spirit of God arouses men's consciences, and
gets their sins, in gloomy array before them, he not ouly
convinces them of the certainty of the day of judgment,
but fills them with awful terrors, in regard to it: Then
he makes them feel that, however solemn a thing it is to
think of death, it is more solemn still to think, that after
death cometh the judgment. As surely then as Satan
has béen judged, shall every onoof us be judgedalso: And
this awful truth the Holy Spirit brings hoine, with' tre-
inendous power, to the consciences of awakened sinners.

You cannot deubt, Brethren, that you nust die. This
is a truth which painful experience brings home often,
with resistless power, to every one of us. And yet in or-
dinary circumstances, how little are the generality of men
affected by the certainty of death. Truly it would seem,
2s if men thought all men mortal but themselves, and
lived, as if they were to live for ever. And this indiffer-
ence about death, which they cannot doubt, may show us,
that their indifference about the future judgment proceeds,
pot so much from positive unbelief, as from iudi&rence, a
strange and mysterious apathy, from which the Spirit of
God only can effectually arouse us. But as he works by
mheans, and employs human instrumeatality, in arousing
sinners from their carelessness, and indifference; let me'
seek, by setting the simple truth before you, to endeavour
to alarm you Iinto something like activity, about your
spiritual condition.

Here then is a truth, which we cannot” ignore, however
much we may seek to evade it, and suppress its voice now.
Heré is a trath which we must face, which will force itself
upon us, on 4 dying bed, even if we should succeed in alto-
gether stifling its voice, by the pleasures, or the business
of this world, in the day of health. Heére is agolemn truth,
-——one of the most important of all truths,—we mélst all
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eppear before the judgment seat of Christ, on the grest
day of the settlement of accounts, between us and God,
when we must all receivea portion for eternity, according.
to the deeds done in time. Now, Brethren, are you pre-
pared for this solemn day? or are you preparing for it#—
Your own consclence will convict you of innumerable trans-
gressions. Even if your life has been, upon the whole,
moral, and exemplary, so far as your fellow-men are con=
cerned, how many of you have lived, at one period of
your life, and how many of you are living, now, in in-
difference about God, in the neglect of the special duties:
which you owe to him, and destitute of that Tove, and:
gratitude towards him, to which he is so justly entitled at
the hauds of all his intelligent creatures! = Alas, Brethren,
we have lived chiefly for ourselves, and a present world,
and have been unmindful of the God who made us, and to-
whom we are indebted for every thing; and who, conse-
quently, has the first claim on the love, and admiration;
and gratitude, and service of his creatures. This crime of
ungodliness, or indifference about God, which is the great
prevailing sin of this world, however lightly it may be
regarded by men, is the most heinous, aud damning of alk
sins.

I know there i not one'in this assembly who s free
from sin. Our own consciences condemn every one of us.
And I know too, just as certainly, that we must all appear
beforethe judgment seat ot Christ:  Brethren! what utter
madness in any man to neglect making preparation for
that awful day,since death may come at avy time, and
deprive us of all opportunity for ever! And O, if death
take any of you by surprise, and find you unprepared, what.
is to become of yow! In that case, these ears, which are
now listeniog to a friendly warning, and perhapssomewhat
impatiently, must. then listen to the fearful sentence,—
« Depart from me, ye eursed, into everlasting fire prepared
for the devil and his angels.” Let me beseech you then,
this moment to stir up your souls to solemn thought ;—to
seek to lay hold of, and realize this great truth, that we
maust all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ. Tknow
that, if you are led to comsider your ways, and examine
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into your heart, and life, conscience will condemn you, and

array the terrors of God's solemn threatenings against you.
But I am authorized to proclaim a free pardon to the chief
of siuners. God willeth not thatany sinner should perish
in his sins, but rather that all should come unto him in
lowly penitential sorrowy, through Christ, and be saved.— -
Christ tells us that he came, not to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance, and that there is joy in heaven over
one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and
nine just persons that need no repentance. Let me be-
seech you, then, to repent, and believe the gospel now..—
Christ died to make an atonement for the chief of sinners,
and his blood cleanseth from all sin. And God has told
us in his word that if we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.—God is represented by the apostle Paul,
as beseeching sinners to ryepeut, and return io him, that
they may be saved; and he prays, sinners, in Christ’s
stead, to be reconciled 1o God. I beseech you, ye careless
ones, to pause and cousider now. I beseech you to flee
for refuge to Christ now, that when the storm of God’s
righteous indignation bursts over a guilty world, it may
not overwhelm you. You may have been living long in
the neglect of God; but it is not too late to return to him.
Itis yet an accepted time; it is yet a day of salvation.—
The Spirit, and the Bride say, come, and let him that
heareth say, come, and let him that is athirst come; and
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

Yes, Brethren, the salvation which I preach is free to
you, though it had to be purchased by the sufferings, and
death of Christ. And O think of the love of him, who
redeemed you, by his own blood ; and of the fearful aggra-
vation of your guilt, if you persist in practically denying
the Lord that bought you. When Christ said,— And I,
it I be lifted up from the earth, willdraw all men to me,”
—he well knew the attractive power of the cross;—that
the contemplation of his sufferings undertaken for sinners,
and through which alone God’s justice was satisfied, so
that it became possible for him, as the moral Governor of
the universe, to extend pardon to sinners, he knew that
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this would call forth the admiration, and gratitude, and
love of all who believingly contemplate them, and draw
them irresistibly to himself. “Theattraction of affection,
which holds the soul to God, has been broken, and the
soul of man, actuated by selfishness,—revolving upon its
own centre only—jars in its course with its fellow spirits,
and crosses their orbits; and the whole system of the
spiritual world upon earth, revolves in disorder, the orbs
wandering, and rolling away from that centre of moral life
and power, which alone could hold them in harmonious,
and happy motion. Iuto the midst of this chaos of dis-
ordered spirits, God, the Sun of the spiritual world came
down. He shed light upon the moral darkness, and by
coming near, like the approaches of a mighty magnet, the.
attraction of his mercy, as manifested in Christ crucified,
became so powerful, that many spitits, rolling away into
darkness, and destruction, felt the efficacy, and were drawn
back, and caused to move again, in their regular orbits,
around the light, andlife, and loveof the spiritual system.*
O; that the contemplation of Christ suffering and dying
for sinners may draw you to him. He is able and willing:
to save to the uttermost, all who come unto God, as
bumble penitents, through him. TLet me beseech yow
then, to accept Him, as your Saviour now, to return in
heart to God through Him, in faith, in penitence,
and gratitude, this very moment. And if so, when the
day of judgment comes, it will have mno terrors for you.
It will be the day that will consummate your happiness;
for then will you hear those words of welcome, and ap-
Erobation addressed to you.—* Come ye blessed of my
father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from the
joundation of the world.”

*Philosopby of the Plan of Salvatien,



SERMON VL

THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF THE PROMISE.

« For the promise is nnto you, and to your children, and to all
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall cal,—
Acts ii. 38.

To the eareful investigator of the Qld Testament, it
will appear evident that, from the creation of the world,
the Spirit of God to a certain extent, exerted his influence
upon the minds of men. Thus, in the days of Noah, we
fiud God deelaring,— My Spiril shall not always strive
with man.” ’

After the great declension of religion, which seems to
‘have succeeded the death of that patriarch, when men had
almost universally lapsed into idolatry, and it became
necessary for @od to separate from the rest of mankind
the family of Abrahan, in erder to preserve a knowledge
-of himself, and of pure religion in the world, itis probable
that the Spirit ceased altogether to sirive with the idol-
atrous nations;—Lhat they were given over to a reprobate
mind and left to follow the devices of their own evil
imaginations, The Spirit however still continued to in-
struet, direct, and remonstiate with that church, which
was formed out of the descendants of the father of the
fuithful. Thus it is said by Isajal,—In all their afflie-
tion, he was affiicted, and the angel of his presence saved
shem.  In lis love and in his pity, he redeemed them; and
he bare them, and carried them all the days of old. But
they rebelled and vexed his tHoly Sphit.”  And again it
fa said by Haggai,—* According to the word that I cov-
enanted with you, when ye came out of Egvpt, so my
Spirit remaineth among you; fear ye not.” But though it
js evident that the Spirit was not altogether withheld from
the Chureh, during the patriarchal and Mosaic dispensa—
tions, his sacred influences were then imparted but in
acenty measnre. They were rather liks the partisl
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droppings before the shower, than the full outpouring of
the rain, which refreshes, and fructifies 1the soil. It seems
indeed that hisinfluence was then exertod chiefly in an
indirect manver, through the medium of prophets, who
were endowed with his extraordinary gifts, and thus fitted
to admonish, instruet and reclaim their brethren. We do
not question that those common influences of the Spirit,
which operate both upon the righteous and the wicked,
were, to a certain exient, exeried upon the hearts of the
Jewish people; but those influences of the Spirit, which

. prevail in the Christian church, by which men are awak-
ened, enlightened, converted, refreshed, comforted, and
sanctified, seem to have been very partially experienced by
the great body of the members of the Jewish church. Ae-
cotdingly the prophet Joel mentions it, as a characteristie
of the latter days, or time of the Messiah,—that then God
would pour out of his Spirit upon all flesh, that even upon
the servants and bandmajdens, in those days, he would pour
out his Spirit, ~ '

This will appear still more evident, when we attend to
what is said upon the subject, in the New Testament,
About the tims of our Saviour'’s advent, we read of a few
individuals being inspired with the extraordinary gifts of
the Holy Spirit; but this was for a particular purpose, and
we have no reason to believe that they continued to enjoy

- these blessed influences, whilst we are certain that the
great body of those who looked for redemption in Israel,
enjoyed no such privilege, The gift of the Spirit was g
privilege which, John the Baptist taught his hearers to.
expect, would be conferred upon them by that mightier
one who was to come after him. «I indeed baptize you
with water;” said he, “ but one mightier than I cometh,
the latehet of whose shoes I am not worthy to wynloose;
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.”
But during the whole of our Saviour’s personal ministry,
this baptism with the Holy Ghost was never performed;
and he always pointed to it, as a thing which would take
place, after he had left his disciples,—as a thing indeed,
which could not take place, so long as he continued among
them, ¢ Nevertheless, I tell you the truth,” said he, «i
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is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away,
the Comforter will not come unto you, butif I depart, 1
will send him unto you.” The gift of the Spirit indeed,
in all its richness, and power, could not be conferred till
Jesus had accomplished the great work of redemption,
and ascended gloviously up on high to assume his media-
torial kingdom ; for the bestowal of the gift of the Spirit,
in all its fullpess, was a consequence of the atonement.—
Thus the apostle Jokn, in explaining a saying of our
Baviour, adds,— For the Holy Ghost was not yet given,
hecause that Jesus was not yet glorified.” Aguin Peter
says—¢ Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted,
and having received of the Father the promise of the
Holy Ghost, Lie hath shed forth this, which ye now see
and hear”™ Certain influences of the Spirit had DLeen
shed forth on the Church all along, but in such scanty
measure, when compared with the great outpouring of
his gifts and graces, after the ascension of Christ, that the
apostle John might well say,—< That the Holy Gbost
was not yet given;” that is, the large effusion of his in-
fluences predicted by Joel, and promised by the Saviour,
had not yet taken place,—the new and precious dispensa-
tion of the Spirit had not yet heen established.

It is a remarkable fact that, just as the promise of the
Messiah pervades the Old Testament, so the promise of
the Spint pervades the New. In ancient times, men’s
hopes were directed chiefly to the Saviour, and when that
Baviour had actually come, to one of the most wloricus
effects of his finished work of redemption. s the
gospel dispensation, when contrasted with the Mosaic, is
termed Ly St. Paul,—« The ministration of the Spirit.”
And the Holy Spirit, doubtless in allusion to the promises
which had been.made regarding him, is termed by the
same Apostle, The Holy Spirit of promise” Once
more, our Saviour himself terms the influences of the
Spirit—* The promise of his Father.” «Behold,” says
he, «1I rend the promise of my Father upon you: but
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with
power from on bigh” And God be praised, the blessed
mfluences of the Spirit were not confined to those, to
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whom they were originally promised, but are still ready
to be poured forth on all, who cordially believe, and
earnestly seek them ; so that we ought constautly to expect,
and fervently pray for the fulfilment of the promise of the
Spirit, in our own souls. Our Saviour’s words, regarding
this most interesting subject, arve as- explicit, as they are
precious,— I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever.”
And we have a most comfortable eomment on our Saviour’s
declaration, in the words of the text:— For the promise
is unto you, and to your chillren, and to all that are
afar off, even as mauy as the Lord our God shall call,”

THE NATURE OF THE PROMISE.

Itis.evident from the preceding verse, that the promise
here spoken of is that of the communication of the inm-
fluences of the Holy Spirit; and to any one moderately
acquainted with Seripture it will be obvious, that the
influences, or gifts of the Spirit, may be reduced to two
classes, the eztraordinary, and the ordinary. By the
extraordinary influences of the Spirit are meant those gifts,
in virtue of whieh prophets were inspired to predict futura
events, and enabled to perform miracles; and by which
apostles and evangelists were guided into all the truth,
and had all things called to their remembrance ; by
wlich they were enabled to speak languages which they
bad never learned, to cure blindness, and inflict i} to
restore the lame, to heal the diseased, and to raise the
dead. These gifts, however, were bestowed for a particu-
lar purpose, and were not intended to be permanent in
the Churchs for when that purpose, for whieh they were
intended, was accomplished, they were removed. But,
however splendid these gifts may appear, and however
important they may have been for the peculiar exigencies
of the Church, at the time, in which they appeared, in
point of real advantage to those who were possessed of
them, they were probably inferior far to those ordinary
influences of the Spirit, of which all genuine believers
are partakers. This may be inferred from our Saviour's
words to the seventy disciples, when they retnroed to him
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with joy, saying— Lord; even the devils are subject unto
us, through thy name. Notwithstanding, in this rejoice
not,” said he, « that the devils ave subject unto you; but
rather rejoice, because your names are’ written in heaven.”
It may also be inferred, from the fact, that wicked men
have been partakers of these extraordinary gifts, which
they exercised for the bemefit of others, though they
themselves seem to have derived no permanent advantage
from them, This was eminently the case with Balaam,
who loved the wages of unrighteousness, and probably
also with Judas. Our Saviour seems to have intended to
show the superiority of the sanclifying graces of the Spirit,
and the utter inadequacy of his exiraerdinary gifts, of
themselves, to secure the counversion and sauctification of
ihe soul, when he says—* Many will say to me, in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?
and in thy name have cast ont devils? and in thy name
done many wonderful works? And then will I profess
unto them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye that
work iniquity.” Now here you will observe that our
Lord does not deny ‘that they might have wrought mira-
cles, in his name, but becanse they were unconverted, and
unsanctified, he professes that he never knew them, or
recognized them, as his; and, therefore, commands them
to depart from his presence.

By the ordinary gifts of the Spirit, I mean those, iz
virtue of which men are awakened to a true sense of their
condition, as spiritual and immortal beings, convinced of
gin, enlightened in the knowledge of Chuist, comforted
and sanctified. It is by the communication of these gifts:
that Christ i§ to be in the Church always, even to the end
of the world. These are the very chiefest of the gifts
which he received for men, after he had ascended up. om
high, and led captivity captive. It appears to me that,.
by the promise in this passage, are meant, not the extra~
erdinary gifts of the Spirit, which are peculiar to a fow,
but his ordinary gifts, which are common to all believers.
It is probably called the promise in this passage, by way
of eminence,—the great promise of the Christian dispen-
sation,—that which was spoken of, in guch glowing
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language by Joel, and pointed to by Christ, as the
promise of his Father,—that which, when realized, would
not only compensate for the bodily absence of Christ, and
supply his place to the disciples, but be more profitable to
them, than even his bodily presence could be: Tt is
expedient for you,” said he to them, “that I go away;
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto
you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.”

In order to appreciate the full importance of this
promise, it is necessary to bear in 1ind, that, by nature,
man is dead in trespasses and sins, as incapable of being
duly affected by spiritual things, as the dead corpse is, by
material objects; and as incapable of restoring himself to
spiritual Jife and holiness, as the dead corpse is of resum-
ing the animation which has become extinet. The Spirit
of God must breathe upon the dry boues, before they can
live. Tt is only through his influence, that the eyes can
be unscaled, so as to see clearly the reality of spiritual
things. It is only through his operation upon the heart,
that it can be made to feel their importance. It is only
through his inflnences that men are awakened to a sense
of their danger, and convinced of sin, of righteousness,
and of judgment.

¢ The great change which is produced on the sinner, fn
consequence of the saving operation of the Spirit, is repre-
sented in Secripture, under various similitudes. It is
spoken of as a new birth, a passing from death unto life,
and a new creation,— figures these which, if they mean
any thing at all, imply that a great, aradical change takes
place on the moral, and spiritual nature of man, and takes
place too independently of any co-operation, on the part
of the being, on whom they are produced. But as to
how the Spirit operates in the regeneration of the sinner,
that is 2 matter, in regard to which Scripture is silent.—
Our Baviour seems to indicate, that the knowledge of this
is too high for us, when he compares the Spirit’s opera-
tions to the wind, whose effects we see, and may feel, but
whose-causes, and workings, and retreats we cannot trace.

I We cannot then understand, and it is needless to guess
at the mode, in which the Spirit finds access to the mind,.
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and operates upon it; it is quite evideat, howewer, fiomy
the whole language of Scripture on the subject, that he
does find access to the mind, and operates upon it directly,
Bot in opposition to its faculties, but through means of”
them j—that he first restores, enlarges, and improves its.
faculties, and afterwards guides those, who walk after Lis
counsels, and in whom he is said to dwell as in a temple s,
—that he not only operates upon the mind in regenera-
tion, but afterwards continues to pour owt more copieus,
and more preeious influences, in proportion as they are.
valued, and fervently desired, and sought in prayer. «If
ye, through the Spirit,” says Paul, « do mortify the deeds
of the body, ye shall live; for as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sous of God.” Again, the:
Spirit is said to “help our infirmities,” and agaim, wer
are said to be  strengthened with might by his Spirit, in
the inver man;” and once more, by him we are said to-
be “sealed to the day of redemption;”—that is, to have.
the mark of purity, and sanctity set upon us,.intimating,
that we are devoted to Christ. Again, believers are said
to be “ washed, and sanctified, and justified, in the name
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of owr God.—
Finally, that the gift of the Spirit is his divine energy
operating upen the mind from without, is still farther
evident from the warnings addressed to us, in Scripture,
such as, ¢ grieve not the Holy Spirit of God whereby ye
are sealed to the day of redemption,”—“quench not
the Spirit;” and fromrineidental observations in Seripture,
with regard to this subject. Thus we find Stephen, in the:
Acts, addressing the Jews, in these words—«Ye stiff-
necked, and naocireurneised in heart, and ears, ye do always.
resist the Holy Ghost, as your fathers did, so do ye.”
Thus, it is clear that the Spirit is the great agent in
the work of regeneration,—that it is he who, after he has.
awakened us to a semse of our spiritual danger, and
necessities, takes of the things that are Christ’s, and shows
them te our souls;—that it 1s he, in short, who applies to
us all the benefits, and blessings which Christ purchased
with his blood ;—for though Christ alone prepared the:
great remedy, it is the office of the Spirit to apply it—
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Well thett may he be termed “that Holy Spirit of pro-
mise.” Well may the communication of his influences:
be termed *the promise of the Father;” for the gift of
the Spirit seems to comprehend the sum and substance of
all the promises; inasmuch as the most precious of them
all were fulfilled, that he might be seut; inasmuch as
those, upon whom he is conferred, have, in this very cir-
eutnstance, partaken of the benefits of Christ’s death, and
aie henceforth united to him, by a living faith, and thus
enjoy not only the earnest, but the first-fruits of salvation.
With respect to the nature of the promise, I have only
farther to vemark, that it respects both the less obviousy
and slow operations of the Spirit, in what may be called:
kiis ordinary dispensations, and those great outpourings of
his influences, which have, from time to time, refreshed
and" revived the weary heritage of the Lord, .when it
might well be said, in the language of prophecy,—* That
a nation was born at once; for as soon as Zion travailed;
she brought forth her children.” Those great out-pourings
of the Holy Ghost, in virtue of which multitudes hLave
been converted at once, and the whole church revived, and:
ruade to bring forth fruit abundantly, have been peculiar
to the Christian dispensation. No doubt, there were:
times of awakening, in the ancient Israelitish Church, as
in: the time of Samuel, when we aretold that «“all Israel
lamented after the Lord.” There must have been a
mighty awakening too, in the time of John the Baptist,
when * Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region round
about Jordan, went out to himn, and were baptized of him
in Jordan, confessing their sins”” And yet he pointed to
a baptism of the Spirit, infinitely more precious, which
did not take place, in his day, and which he said, the
Mightier One, who wzs to come after, him; would confer.
Aud those prophecies which refer to the great outpouring
of the Spirit, by which the Church was o be so sirength-
ened, and revived, speak of it, not only as a thing future,
. but in connexion with the times of the Messish. There
can be no doubt that it is in allusion to gospel times, that
Isaiah says—«For I will pour water on him that is thirsty,
and floods upon the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit
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upon thy seed, and my blessing vpon thine offspring : and
they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by
the water courses” And that Juel's famous prophecy, .
regarding the outpouring of the Spirit upon all flesh, re-
feried to gospel times, is evident from Peter's applieation
of it to the glorious scene, which took place on the day of
Pentecost.  “'This is that,” said he, “which was spoken
by the prophet Joel. And it shall come to pass in the
last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon
all flesh, and your sons, and your daughters shall prophesgy,
and your young men shall see visions, and’ your old men
shall dream dreams; and on my servants, and on my
hand-maidevs I will pour out, in those days, of my Spirit;.
and they shall prophesy.”  There is no evidence that any
thing so extraordinary, or glorious as this, ever took place
during the ancient dixpensation, though there were occa-
gional searons of revival among them. Such blessed
times are the characteristic, and glory of the Churistian
dispensation.  And the blessed seasons of refreshing and
revival, which have taken place of late years, on this
eortinent, in Great Britain, and Ireland, and in- various
parts of the continent of Europe, give evidence visible,
and unwistakeable, that the Spirit is in the Church still,
and that the times have not passed for ever, when he will
be poured out upon all flesh.  And well were it for us, in
connexion with this proinise, to seize wpon the coneluding
part of it,—* And it shall comé to pass that whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord shalk be saved,”—
and plead it, and give the Lord no rest, till he pour out
his Spirit upon us, even as floods upon the dry ground;
and save sinners in wultitudes.

THE EXT&ENT OF THE PROMISE.

The promise of the Spirit was not limited to the men
of the apustles’ duy, or to the people of the stock of Israel,
but the promiss wasunto them, and to their children, and
to all that are afar off. even as many as the Lord our
God shali call. Here then the promise is, in one respect;
universal, and in another, limited ;—universal with respect
te pations and trihes of men, limited with respect toD those:
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individuals out of every nation, and kindred, and tongne,
whom the Lord shall effectually call. It was clearly pre~
dicted by the prophet saiah, that it should come to pass,
that God would gather all nations, and tongues, and they
should come and see his glory; that his glory should be
declared among the Gentiles, and I will also take of them
for priests and for Levites, saith the Lord.”*. And this
prediction was in part fulfilled, in the time of Paul, when
writing to the Ephesians he could say—1}+ But now in
Chyrist Jesus, ye, who sometimes were far off, are made
nigh by the blood of Christ; for he is our peace, who hath
made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of
partition between us.” Thus it is clear that the Gentiles
are equally interested with the Jews, in the salvation of
Jesus, and fn ail the gifts and blessiogs which he died to
procure for men, and consequently in the gift of the Holy
Spirit.  But farther, we are taught by the apostle John,
that all who believe in Jesus, recejve the Holy Ghost.—
“ But this, spake he of the Spirit,” says the beloved apostle
which they who believe in him should receive.” And our
Saviour himself declares, « If ye then being evil, know how
to give good gifts unto your children; how much more,
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them
that ask him ¥’ This harmonizes exactly with the language
of the text,—that the promise is to all who are afar off,
whom the Lord our God shall eall. I bave nodoubt that
it §s to the pleptiful effpsions of the Holy Ghost, which
were to take plage in the lafter days, that Isaiah alludes,
in such magnificent language, in the 66th chapter, “ Wha
hath heard such a thing” says he « Who hath seen spch
things? Shall the earth be maie to bring forth in a day
or shall a nation be born at once ? for as soaqn as Zion tra-
vailed, she brought forth her ehildren.”  « Kejoice ye with
Jergsalem, and be glad with her, all ve that Jove her;”
for thue saith the Lord, Behold, T will extend peace tq
her, fike a river, and the glory of the Gentiles, like 3 flow-
ing streara; then ehall ye suck, ye shall be borpe npon her
sides, and be dandied upon her kneecs. As one whom his

*lasiah lxvi. 18, 19, 21, }Ephes, ji, 13, 14,
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mother comforteth, so will T comfort you, and ye shall te
comforted -in Jernsalem.”

But again the promise is limited to those individuals
out, of evers kindred, and generation, and tongue, whom
the Lord shall effectually calle  Christ’s death had a merit
suffivient to atoue for the sins of the whole world; Isaiah
Ixvi. 8, 10, 12, 13.  We know however that, in point of
fact, all are mot saved; and why? hevause they “ will not
come nnto him that they might have life”  Aund why do
they not. will? because of their hardened, impenitent, un-
beieving hearts, whch nothing ean soften Lus the mighty
operation of the Spirit of God. And none will accept
the guspel invitations, but those whose hearts, Jiké Lydia’s,
the Lord opens. In point of fact, therefore, the promise
is made effectual only to them, whom the Lord draws by
his Spirit, to whom the 3pirit shows the things that are
Chuist’s, and applies them to their souls;—or in other
words, to those whon the Lord our God shall eall. We
know that to all who *“receive Je-us he gives -power to
becnime the sous of God, even to them that believe on his
narge;” but we know also that uone do receive him, but
those “ who are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”* -~ We know,
and O, how delightiul the truth,~—that “ Him who cometh -
unto Jesus, he will in no wise cast out,” but we know, also,
that it is those only whom the Father giveth unto him,
who wzll-come unto him; for no man can come to me,”
said Jesus, “except the Father which hath sent' me draw
him.”t  This effectnal caliing of the sinner, on the patt of
God, 18 absolutely necessary, before he can be roused from
his ‘apatby, and sh.ken out of his indifference, and dis-
armed ot his hostility and led to emnbrace the Saviour.—
However men way dislike - this doctrine, it is written, as
with a sunbeam in the word of God, and is alons consist-
ent with the experience of u deeply exercised soul, whofeels
that Lie could never have come to the Saviour, had not
the Ahnighty drawn him. . L am aware that ithose who
dislike,. and sheink fron this doctrine, referthis and similar
Ppassages:to-a national calling; but this scarcely removes

*John i. 12, 13. tJohn vi. 37, 44.
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the difficulty a single step; forit is not one whit less mys-
terious, that God should call one nation, and pass over an-
other than that he should call effectually oune individual,
and pass by another. We can only resolve it into the
sovereigaty of God,—* Even so Father; for s0 it seemed
good, in thy sight.” There is no thoughtful man, who
has pot felt a great difficulty here,—the old difficulty of
Teconciling man’s responsibility and free agency, with God's
sovereignty and predetermined purposes. Grant us but
the omniscience, and omnipotence of God, and all the doe-
trines conueeted with fres grace, and God’s electing love,
inevitably follow. At the same time, [ feel that I am a
responsible being,—I have the consciousness th+t I am a
free agent, but how to reconcile the two things, I frankly
confuss that I cannot tell.  This is certain, that (rod exer-
cises no forcible constraint upon the will, in drawing us to
Jesus. By the force of motives, and the power of convic-
tion, he operates upon the will.—He makes us « a willing
people in the day of his power.” There are difficulties
counected with this great sabject, which no human being
and perhaps no finite being, will ever beable fully to solve

but surely it must be admitted that the omnipotent Jehovah
can do some things, which his creatures canrot fully ecom-
prebend.

This great subject was once a stumbling-block to me,
as it has been to many; but I have long since learned to
draw comfort from it, and ceased to perplex myself about
the difficulty. Itisone of these secretthings which belong
unto the Lord, about which itis perhaps as presumptuous
as it is unprofitable, to enquire too ecuriously. 1 have learned
to follow confidingly the voice of the good Shepherd, even
when I cannot see my way clearly. And he has invited
all the weary and heavy laden, to come unto him, with
the promise that if they do so, they shall find rest to their
souls. And he has invited all the ends of the earth to
look unto him, and be saved. And to crown all, he has
assured us that ¢ him, that cometh unto him, he will in
no wise cast out,” and that « whosoever wiLL, may take of
the water of life freely.” With these promises in ny hand,
I feel that [ am warranted to make the offor of salvation
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freely to all, assured that whosoever will be saved, may
be saved, assured that whosoever cometh to Jesus, far from
being cast out, will be welcomed; and that be is as willing
as heis able, io save to the uttermost all, who come unto
God through him. Let none therefvre be perplexed about
this doctrine of the Spirit’s calling, so long as we have the
assurance that even more willingly thau an earthly father
will « give gool things to his chitlren, will our Father
who is in heaven give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
him.”



SERMON VIL

THE HOLY SPIRIT THE INSPIRER OF THE
APOSTLES, AND GREAT TEACHER
OF THE CHURCH.

“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name. he shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said uato youn.”—
John xiv. 26.

No one can have studied the new Testament with
care, and given adequate attention to the promises of our
Saviour, regarding the mission of the Heoly Spirit, without
perceiving that he pointed to a time noticeabie, and most -
important, when the Holy Spirit, whom he terms ¢ the
promise of the Father” would be bestowed. He does not
intimate that the Holy Spirit has not been given hefore;
but he points to a new era in the history of the church
of God, which would be ushered in by an extraordi-
nary effusion of the Holy Spirit;—an outpouring of
his gracious influences altogether unparalleled, and so
copious that it could not fail to attract the attention of
the world, as well as to enlighten, comfort, and sanctify
the apostles, and endow them with extraordinary power, so
as to fit them, in every respect, for the great work, with
which they were entrusted,—for the organizing of Christ’s
«churely, in the face of a hostile world, for the completion
of God's revelation of divine truth to man in the New
Testament Scriptures, and the diffusion of the glad tidings
of salvation, throughout the world. He speaks in
language, with regard to this great event, which is not
to be mistaken. He speaks of the Spirit's being sent, of
his being come; and commanded his disciples not to de-
part from Jerusalem, but to wait for < the promise of the
Father;”—until, through him, they should be endowed
with power from on high.  And when the promised period
of the Spirit’s outpouring eame, it conld not be mistaken.
it was on the day of Pentecost, when the apostles were
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all, with one accord, in one place. They had spent the
previous ten duys—from the uscension of the Saviour—in
prayer: and they were probably now engaged in that
exercise, when suddenly there came from heaven a sound,
as of & mighty, rashing wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting.  And there appeared unto them
cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them,
and they were #ll filled with the Holvy Ghost, and began
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter-
ance. Here then was a thing, in regard to which they
could not be mistaken. Here was the Laptism with the
Holy Ghost, and fire, which had been promised by the
Baptist, actually conferred. Here the cloven tongues, like
as of fire, appeared on the brows of each of them, and
they felt conscious of a new and wondrons power stirring
the inmost depths of their souls. They were miraculously
endowed with the power of speaking various languages, and
thus fitted at once for carrying on the missionarv work,
amoug all nations. Nor was this the onlv occasion, when
the power of the Spirit was perceptibly manifested.—
Upon the return of Peter and John to their fiiends, after a
night’s imprisonment, and a bold confession of their faith
in " Jesus, as the only Saviour, Lefore the High Priest and
leading men of Jerusalem, ¢when they had prayed, the
place was shaken, when they were assembled together; and
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake
the word of God with bollness.”

THE HOLY BPIRIT THE GREAT. TEACHER OF THE CHURCH.

In the passage hefore us, owr atiention is directed to
the Holy Spirit, as the great teacher of the church; for
thongh the promise was made immediately to the apostles,
yet it was through their divinely inspired preaching, and
writings, that the church was to be instructed in all
pecessary relizious truth, even till the consummaiion of
all things. Our Saviour says here, that when the Father
should send the Holy Ghost in hiz name, that is, as his
representative,—that he should teach the apostles all things.
And in a subsequent passage, he says—¢ Howbeit, when
he thoe Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into
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all truth,” or rather, as it is in the original—into all the
truth. We are not for 2 moment to suppose that, in
eithet of these passages, our Saviour promises that the
Spirit would communicate to the apostles, a knowledge
of all things in general  As well might we suppose
that it is a promise, that he would communicate omibf-
science to them. Itsimply meabs that he would com-
unicate all necessary religious knowledge to them,—all
that was necessary for their own ecomfort, and enlighten-
ment, in the way of salvation; and all that was pecessary
to fit them, whether by the living voice, or by their writings,
to make wise unto salvation the men of theit own, and
ell succeeding generations. , o

It was by the same Spirit, that all the Old Testament
prophets were inspired, from Enoch to Malachi; for “holy
men of God spake, as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.” How often do Moses, and the other prophets
communicate messages directly from God to the Church,
with this solemn announcement,— Thus saith the Lord "
And David says expressly,~“The Spirit of the Lord
spake by me, and his word was in my tongue” And
so Paul, with reference, doubtless, not only to the Old
Testament, but to that portion of the New also, which
was written at the time, .says,—< All Scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteoushess,
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works.” These words of Paul may be
regarded, in the light of a commentary on our Saviour’s
words in the text—«He will teach you all things,” that
is—all things needful to direct you, in the way of salva-
tion, and to comfort, and guide you, in your progress
through life. And so Paul says, that the Scriptures
are intended to make the man of God perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto every good work ; that is, perfectly instructed
in the knowledge of all things needful to salvation, and fur-
nished with inducements, and motives, sufficiently powerful
to lead him to the performance of all good works, becom-
ing him as a diseiple of the Lord Jesus, and the expect-
ant of a glorious immortality, .
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In the course of the Old Testament dispensation there
was much precious truth communicated, on the most
important tonics of religion; but still, when all the scat-
tered rays fiom type, and ceremony, and prophecy, and
direct reveluvion were collected into one focus, believers, in
these days, walked ouly as it were, in the light of the full
moon. It-was mnot till Christ ascended up on high, and *
sent forth the Spirit into the Church, that the Sun of
divine truth ar e, and shed a clear, and satisfactory light
on all that it is most important for man, as a responsible,
and immortal being, to know. Not only were new truths
commuricated, through the preaching and writings of the
apostles, but old truths were illustrated, and seen with a
distinetness unknown before. Not only was the" field of
spiritual vision extended, butit was irradiated by an intenser
light, poured on it ditect from the fountain-head of all
light and truth.

The statement in John xvi. 13,—% When he, the
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all tke
truth,”—corresponds exactly with the promise of our
text, “He shall teach you all things,” &c Aud both
are meant to show us, that the Spirit operates upon us,
through our own mental faculties, and employs them,
in the communication of the truth, so far as they are
available. He guides us, in the use of them, into all the
truth, enlightening, and strengthening, and directing them.
And this he does, to a certain extent, in the case of all
true believers, But in the case of the apostles he did
much more. They were (o be employed in communicat-
ing the truths of the gospel, with divine authority, for the
guidance of the Church, in all time; and therefore they
enjoyed his extraordinary irtluences. . By his almighty
power, be brought ali things to their remembrance, what-
soever Jesus had said unto them;—he preserved them
effectually from all error, and guided them by unerring
wisdom, as to all they should communicate in the
writings of the New Testament; and as to the manner
also, in which the truth should be presented by them.
In committing to writing, and preserving, for the use _of
the Church in all future ages, the great truths which
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Jesus had communuicated to the apostles, it was necessary
only that the Spirit should recall them to ~their neniory,
preserve them effectually from all error in the writing of
them, guide them, as to the manner, in which they «hould
present the truth, and direct them as to what porlio'l‘{s ‘of
it they should communicate. We know that we have not
a complete record of all that Jesus did, and _sai'd,"for
the simple reason, that, if so, the New Testament would
have been so bulky as to have iuterfered with its useful-
ness. It was meant for ‘all,—for the comumon people, as
well as for those who have leisure for literary pursuits; aud
therefore it must, of necessity, contain only an abridged ac-
count of Christ's sayings, and doings—a selection of all
that was most important;—enough to comfort, and elevate,
and stimulate us, and guide ws in the way of salvation,
but nothing to gratify an idle curiosity. This is inspiration.
THE SPIRIT THE REVEALER OF FUTURE EVENTS.

There is another “species of iuspiration, which implies
a divine operation upon the wmind, of a bigher sort. I
mean the revelation of fature events. The gift of prophecy
. our Saviour promised, that the Spirit would ecoifer upon
theapostlés. < He will show vou things to cume,” said
he. This gift of prophecy was couferred, in abundant mea-"
sure, on Peter; John, und Pauljand in the striking, and
unmistakeable fulfilment of "their prophecies,  we liave a
most convincing proof of the reality of vur most holy
religion. But the gift of ‘proplecy was mot confined to
the apostles: It had been predicted by Joel, that, in the
last days, God ~ would pour out of his Spirit upor all
flesh, and that their sons, and their-daughters should
prophecy.  And so we flud that, in apostolic times, not only
did Agabus deliver remarkable “pradictions, of the fulfii-
ment of which we have an account in'the New Testament,
but the daughters of Philip the Evangelist also did pro-
phesy. . )
When the prophets were inspired to predict future =
events, they must have been éntirely passiie, in the hands
of the-Spirit. They could utter only what he communi-
cated, and probably employed the very words which he sug-
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gested, This, indeed, the prophets themselves declared.—
Thus when Agabus took Paul's girdle, and bound his
own hands and fest with it, he said,~—* Thus saith the
Holy Ghost, so shall the Jews, at Jerusalem, bind the man
that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the
hands of the Gentiles.” A

So entirely passive do the prophats appear to have been,
when future events were disclosed to them, that some-
times they did not understand fully the import of the
things, which they were made the instruments of com-
muaicating to the Church, and had to study their own
predictions. Thus Peter savs—¢ Of which salvation the
prophets have enquived, and seamched diligently, who
prophesied of the things that should come unto you, search-
ing what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ
which was in them did signify, when it testified before-
hand the sufferings of Chuist, and the glory that should
follow,”

THE SPIRIF ENLIGHTEYED THE MIND, AND EXALTED THE
FACULTIES OF THE APOSTLES, AND THIS HE DOES,
TO 8QME EXTENT, IN THE CASE OF ALL BELIEVERS.

But there is another species of inspiration, of which
the apostles were the snbjects, closely aliied to the refresh-
ing of the memory, and guiding into all the truth, of
which we have already spoken, but still slightly different
from it. I mean the illumination of the mind, and exalta-
tion of the facultiss, in virtue of which they were enabled
clearly to ynderstand truths, which were dark, and incoms
prebensible to them before, and to see them, in their
relation to other truths, and comprehend fully the glorious
scheme of redemption. Thus, after the out-pouring of
the Holy Spirit, on the day of Pentecost, the apostles fully
understood, and appreciated truths, which had appeared
mysterious, and revolting to them before, and obtained an
insight into the way of salvation, to which they bad
been strangers before.  [his is probably what the apostla
John means by the “ unzion of the Holy One,” bestowed,
to some extent, on all yenuine believers, but ina double
mgpasure, upon the apostles. #But ye have an upetion
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from the Holy One,” says he, “and ye know all things.”
And again with reference to the same subjdet, he says—
“ We know that the Son of God is come, and bath given.
us an understandiug, that we may know him-that is true;.
and we are in him thatis true, even in his SonJesus Christ.”

Except in the matter of predicting futute events;  the
S)irit revealed to the apostles little 1hat was eutirely new.
He rather presented 10 themn Old Testament truths, irra-
diated by the light of recent events, and enabled them;
through. the bhelp of the facts which they had themselves:
witnessed, more fully to understand the import of our
Saviour's teaching. . He recalled to their minds our:
Suaviour’s instructions, preserved them from - all error, in:
the recording of them, and thus guided them. by inspira-
tion, into the compreliension of all necessary truth, and
guided them infallibly, in the communication of it to the
Church. But though believers now arenot inspired, or
infallibly preserved fiom error, yet they, ton, bave an
unction from the Holy One, in virtue of which they are
guided into all truth, necessary for their own comfort,
and. guidance, in the way of life. All true lLelievers
are such by the unction of the Holy Oue; for «the natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of ‘God, because
they are foolishness to him, neither can Le know them,
because they are spiritually discerned.”

As for the apostles, it was necessary that they should
enjoy the gifts of the Spirit, in a far higher degree than
ordinary believers; for they were made the instrurhents.of
communieating the will of God 10 men, in all future ages.
It was necessary, therefore, that they should evjoy the in-
fallible guidance of the Holy Spirit. “8o our Saviour
promises his apostles, in. the text, that the Holy Ghost
should bring to their minds, by an imnediate efficacy; the
things that he had spoken, that, by his inspiration, they
might be enabled (o write, aid preach them for the good
* and benefit of his Church. 8o Peter tells us, “lioly

men of God spake as they' were moved by the Holy
Ghost;” thatis, in writing the Seriptures, they were borie
up by him, carried beyond themselves, to speak his words,
and what he indited to them, The apostles forgo* much
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of what. Chirist had said to them, or might do so; and
what they did retain in a natural way of remembrance, was
not a sufficient foundation to them, to write what they so
remembered, for a rule of faith to the Church. TFor the
word of prophecy iz not from any man’s proper impulse,
it comes not from anv private conception, understanding,
or remembrance. Wherefore, Christ promises that the
Holy Ghost shall do-this work; that they might infallibly
give out what he had delivered 1o them. Hence that ex-
pression in Lukei. 83— [Javing had perfect understanding
of all things, from the very first,” is Dbetter rendered—
¢ having obtained perfect knowledge of things from sbove,
(noting the rise, and spring of his so understanding things,
as to he able infallibly to give them out, in a rule of faith
to the Church,) than the beginning of the things themsclves
spoken of ; which the wor litself will not easily admit of, **
Asfor ardinary believers, it is envugh that they are effec-
tually ‘guided by the Spirit, into all the truth thatis neceas-
ary to comfort. and direct themselves. And he enables
thiam to see the meaning, and feel the comfort of the prom-
ises, fur more than the apostles themselves did, while Christ
was with them.—« While Jesus was with the apostles, how
little efficacy on _their hearts lad any of the heavenly
promises he gave them! When the Spirit came, how full,
of joy did he make all things to them! That which was
his peculiar work, which belouged to Lim by virtue of his
office, that he also might be glorified, was reserved for
him. And this is his work to the end of the world,—to
bring tha promises of Christ to our minds and hearts, to
give us the comfort of them, the joy and sweetness of them,
much beyond what the disciples found in them, when
Churist.in person spake to themj their gracious influence*
being then restrained, that, as was said, Lhe dispensation of
the Spirit might be gloritied. So are the next words to
the promise of our text,—« Peace I leave with you, my
peace T ‘give unto you.” The Comforter beiug sent to
bring what Christ said to remembrance, tho cousequence -
of it is peace, and pardou from trouble of heart, whatever
peace, relief, eomfort, joy, supportment we have, at any
7 Qrrem.
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time received, from any promise, work, or thing done by
“Ghrist, it all belongs to this dispensation of the Comforter.
In viin should we apply our natural abilities to remember,
call to mind, consider, the promises of Christ; without
success would it be, it isso daily; but when the Comforter
doth undertake the work, it is done to the purpose)*

FHE INBPIRATION OF THE APOSTLES, PROPERLY S0 CALL-
ED, AB DISTINGUISHED FROM THE SPIRITUAL
ILLUMINATION OF ORDINARY BELIEVERS,

As to that divine inspiration, in virtue of which God's
servants of old were enabled to write the Seriptures, T
would remark, that, whilst in regard to what they heard,
and saw, the Spirit recalled all things to their remembrance,
and directed them, as to what they should commit to
writing, and guided them, as to the manner of doing it,”
and presided over the execution of the work, so as effec-
tually to preserve them from all error, still, in the doing
of it, be seerns to have left them to employ their own in-
dividual powers, And thus it is, that we find such variety
af manner and. expression, in the books of Scripture.—
Each writer preserves his awn individuality, and seems ta
have teen left, within certaip limits, to employ his own
peculiar gifts and powers, ’

When a skilful musician plays upon different instru-
ments, they all give forth different sounds, the tones pe-
euliar to each of them; byt they al) emit the notes which the
mupsician intends they should. If he play the same tune
on each, the notes will be precisely the same, as given forth
by all; but there will be a beautiful variety jn the spunds.
It is just so with the Holy Spirit, and the different writera
of the books of Scripture, It is the sume Spirit that
breathes into each of them, and they all give forth the very
statements, and sentiments, and promises, sind instructions
which he intends they should; Lhey all express the mind
of the Spirit, but each in his own peculiar manner, they
1@ each instruments, in the hand of the same Bpirit, and
eash gives forth the very truth which he inspires intg

*Qwen,
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them, but with the peculiar sound, and manner, expressive
of the distinet individuality of each.

That divine inspiration, in virtue of which God’s ser-
vants of old were enabled to compose the Scriptures, was
not bestowed upon ordinary believers, in apostolic times ; nor
ie it conferred npon the most distinguished helievers now,
Just because there is no longer any uecessity for it; for
God never confers special gifts, when they are not needed.
But, as a divine illamination was needed Ly the apostles,
befote they could understand or appreciate onr Saviour’s
sayings, so a divive illumination is needed still before we
can understand, or appréciate the writings of the apostles,
To the great mass of men, the Bible Is, to a large extent, a
sealed brok. The understanding roust be enlightened by
the Spirit of God, before it ean be comprehended and
received; for it is spiritually discerned. Now here, ob-
serve the respective functions of the Spirit and the word.
Thé Spirit must prepare the mind, aud heart, to compte-
hend, ard receive the word, and then farther enlightens
the understanding through the word. But (farther
to the natural man the Bille is not only dark and
mysterious in many respects, it is uninviting and repulsive.
Man must be made to see the tremendous evil of sinj and
the consequences of what may appear to the natural
man but a small sin, ramifying throughout eternity and
like thecircle occasioned by a stone thrown into the smooth
sea. ever increasing in diameter, till its influence is said to
be felt on the remotest shore,—be must be sensible of this,
before he can understand, and approve of God's awful se-
verity iu dealing with itr:—The carral mind is enmity
against God, and there is a positive contempt felt by mul-
titurles for every thing connected with religion, It is clear,
therefore, that not enly must light be let into the under-
standing; but the enmity of the heart must be subdued,
before divine truth can b: understood, and appreciated.—
The expositious and reasonings of ministers and otherintel-
jgent Christiuns, may do something towards the accom-
plishment of (his; Lut ouly as they are instruments in the
hands of God’s Spirit; for no-hing but divine power can
open the blind eyes, and soften, and renew the stony Leart.
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© for more humbling views of the blindness of our un-
derstandings, and the hardness of our bearts, in regard to
those great moral, and spiritnal truths, which it most con-
eerns us, as spiritual and immortal beings to know, then
should we have a keener sense of our helplessness, and
danger, and need of that divine illumination, in virtue of
which alone, we can comprehend God’s holy word; and
of that renewal of heart, in virtue of which alone we will
appreciate it, and submit to it. It is this deep fveling of
our helplessness, and danger, and need of divine assistance,
that alone will constrain us to cry earnestly to God for
help. And if we do so, in deep earnestness of soul, that
help will not be withleld, for even more readily than an
earthly parent will give needed succour to bis helpless,
and imploring child, will our heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to them who ask bim.  “ Ask and it shall be
given you” said our Saviour, with reference to
his very subject: « Seek and ye shall find: knock and it
shall be opened unto you; for everyone that asketh, re-
eciveth, and he that seeketh, findeth, and to him that
knocketh, it shall be opened.”



SERMON VIIL

"In whom, after that ye believed, ye weré seiled with that
Holy Spirit of promise, which is the eartest of otir inheritince,
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the pralse of
his glory.”—EpgEs: 1. 13, 14,

It will scarcely be doubted by any intelligent student
of the Bible, who regards all its statements as containing
the very truth of God, that the Holy Spirit is that person
of the Godhead, who carries on the whole work of
redemption, in its application to the hearts, and con-
sciences of men ;—beginning thé good work in them, and
carrying it onward to perfection; for though Christ is
said to be the author, aud finisher of otir faith, itis by
the agency of the Holy Spirit, as his Representative on
sarth, that he operates. “There is ne good communicated
unto us from Gad, but it is bestowed on us, or wrought
in us, by the Holy Ghost. No gift, no grace, no merey,
‘no privilege, no consolatiov do we recsive, possess, or use,
but it is wrought in us, conferred upon us, or manifested
unto us by him alowe. Nor is there any good in us
towards God, any faith, love, duty, obedience, but what is
effectually wrought in us by him; for in us, that is in our
flesh, dwelleth no good thing.” *

He it i3, wko kindles the first spark of spiritual life in
our souls, and arouses us frowm thestate of brutal stupidity,
in regard to epiritual things, in which all men are by
nature aunk. He it is, who first awakens us to a sense of
the value of the soul, and the infinite importance of eternity,
He it is who awakens us to an overwhelming sense of the
tremendous evil, and guilt, and ruinous consequences of
that sin, which brought death into our world, and all its
woe; and will sink into the lowest hell those whe persist
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in the eommission of it. And especially he shows us
the danger, and ingratitude of sin, as committed against
a God of iufinite goodness, aud ioflexible justice, and
omuipotent power. Aud having thus made. the siuner
see his danger, and feel his guilt, he direcis him to Jesus,
the Saviour's frierd, shows um the all-sufficiency of his
propitiatory death, presses upon him the freeness of the
gospel ofter, and persuades, and evables Lim to embrace
Jesus,’as his Smioux, and tben enabling him to see Lis
covenant interest in the Redeemer, and the security of the
foundation, on which he rests his bhope for eternity, he
enables him to obtain peace, and joy in believing.

But when the sinner has been brought out of a state
-of nature into a state of grace, how much stiil remains to
be done in him, and for him. He is but a babe in Chisg,
and as such, being adopted into the family of “the
Redeemed, he is subjected to the schooling, and training,
and provision, which is the portion of the children, till.Le
attains the stature of a perfect man in Christ Jesus; when
the image of  God is reproduced upon him, or, in other
words, when he is made so to resemble God in character,
that the likeness may be recognized by the discerning
ones. Then he is said to be sealed. The likeness of God
is impressed 'upon bim, as the inage graven upon a seal
is impressed upon the wax, to which 1t is applied. The
sealing here spoken of refers, doubtless, to something done
to the beiiever, after he has been regencrated, and justified
through faith in Jesus. © And though it is not very easy
to explain the precise meaning of the metaphor here em-
ployed by the apostle, the general scope of it is easily
understood. In the parallel passage in the fourth chapter
of this epistle, the Spirit is represented as the agenr, by
whom the sealing is done;—*'And grieve not the Holy
Spirit of God,” it is said, “ whereby ye are sealed to the
day of redemption.” And our text might have beenso-
translated, us to represent the Holy Spirit as the agent in
this work, It might have been rendered,—-¢ L whom
also, after that ye, be!med ye were sealed by that Holy
Spiit of promise”  As the text stauds in our authoiized
version, the Holy Spirit is 1epresented as the seal applied
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1o believers by God. This would amount substantially to
the same thing.  And, as a seal leaves the exact impres-
sion of itself on the sulstance to which it is applied, so
the Holy Spiri, considered as a seal, being applied to
believers, woull leave the exact impression of himself
upon them. 1 prefer, liowever, to consider the Spirit here
us the avent employed in sealing the regenerate.  This is
his pecnliar work. ~ The fmage of God way be considered
as graven on the seal; and to seal a believer is to stamp
“the character of God upon him, and mark bhim out for
his. Thus when the Holy Spirit, in the process of sancti-
fication, renews us, after the image of God, he seals ns.—
This sealing by the Holy Ghost is said to be the earnest
of the believer's inheritance; and certainly to have-the
stamp of the Holy Ghost upon us, is to bear about with
us an evidence that we are accepted of God. Anrd the
cousciousness of this must be an unfailing well-spring of
happiness to the believer. But when the Holy Ghost
dwells in us, and impresses the image of himself upon
us, he fills us with peace, and joy in Lelieving; and this
constitutes more fuliy the earnest, or first-fruits of the
heavenly inheritance; for the happiness of heaven begins
in the believer's heart on earth. And this he will con-
tinue to enjoy, till his happiness is perfected, by the
redemption of his body from the grave; and his entering
apon the full eujoyment of the lieavenly inheritance.
This sealing cannot be explained, with reference to the
- possession of miraculous powers; * For these were not the
pledge, and the foretaste of beaven, as this sealing is de-
clared to bave been; for many uvsanctified persons exer-
cised miracnlous powers.”  But it referr 'd undoubtedly to
that outward holiness, and beauty of Christian character,
prolluced on believers by the sanctifying power of the
Spirit. which is so manifest to the intelligent, and impartial
observer, that it cannol be mistaken. Even the world
©an pereeive this. Wherever a seal Is impressed, the in-
seription and deviee ean be seen. The sealed ones,
mentioned in Revelation, are just true believers sanctified
by the Spirit of God. And when the angel, who had
the seal of the living God in his hand, commanded the
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four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the exth and
the sea, not to hurt them, till TeEy had sealed the servants
of God, in their forebeads, it just means that God's deso-
lating judgments were to be suspended, til his efect were
sanctified, and made meet for heaven. Now, what I would
wish to imPress upon you, from this sealing is, that when-
ever sanctification is genuine, it will be seen. When a
seal is impressed upon the forehead of a persow, it eannot
be hidden. -

THE MODE IN WHICH TH® PROCESS OF $EALING BE-
LIEVERS IS CARRIED ON.

In interpteting rmetaphors, we are not to look for a
parallel in every particular. It #s the general resernblance
only that is to beregarded. And here the resemblance is
not between the mode, i which the things are done, but
as to the general effect produced.  When a seal is applied
to a piece of wax, a perfect impression is produced at owee.
It is not so in the sealing of believers. That is a gradual
process. But the effeet produced in both cases is sub-
staotially the same. A perfect image of the seal is Ieft
upon the wax: and so, an image or resemblance of the
divine character is produced by the Spirit on the soul of
the believer.

1—THE 3PIRIT ILLUMINATES THE SOUVL OF THE BELIEVER,
CHIEFLY THROUGH A WRITTEN ORD,
AND A LIVING MINISTRY.

In regeneration, the Spirit removes the scales fiom
our mental eyes, and enables ws to perceive divine truth,
and, through that truth, begets us wnto everlasting life.—
But the enlightening precess is not stopped, when the be-
liever is born from above. It centinues, during the whole
veriod of his earthly sojourn, till grace is made perfect in:
glory. The Spirit continues to shine into the sou] of the:
believer, melting down all obstructions, and strengthening
and improving his perceptive powers. But it is mainly,.
of not exclusively, by enabling' us to- understand the Serip~
tures, and recalling Seripture truth to our mind, that her
communicates to us the knowledge of divine things; aadl
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guides us into all saving trath. Jesus promised his dis-
ciples that, when the Comforter was sent in his name, he
would teach them all things, and bring all things to their
remembrance, whatsoever he had said unto them; and that
he would_guide them into all the truth. No doubt, this
implied to the apostles the gift of inspiration,—a thing
whiely, in its higler, and peculiar sense, we cannot expect ;
but the promise, in sofur as it is necessary for enlightening
believers, extends to God’s people in all time. This is one
of the very chiefest of the purposes, for wlich the Spirit
is to abide in the Church for ever. Just as the Spirit was
to teach the apostles all necessary religious doctrine, and
bring all Christ’s statements to their remembrance, so he
teuches us, throughthe Seriptures, all necessary religious
truth. In other words, he enablesus to understand the Serip-
tures, which to the natural man, are a sealed book, and he
brings Seripture truths to our remembrance, according as
circumstances require. However important, and indispensa-
ble the Scriptures are, in themselves, they are not enough.
All saving truth is in them, but blind eyes cannot see it,
and dead hearts cannot feel it. The character of Jesus is
plainly enough delineated there, but the natural man can
neither understand nor appreciate it; for no man can say
that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. No iman
can feel his need of him or see his all-sufficiency, as a
Saviour, and so embrace iim as his, and from the heart
call him Lord, till the Spirit take of the things that are
Christ’s, and show them to him, and manifest them to his
sonl, in another way than he doth unto the \.vor!d. Apd
hence it is, that, if any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
he is none of his; for without the Spirit of Christ, he
cannot believe in Jesns, nor accept him, as his. Thus the
Spirit and the word cannot be dissociated, in the economy
of grace, any more than the Spirit and the Bride can, if
she is really to be the Lambs wife, arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white, which is the righteousuess of Saints. Y
Paul terms the gospel “ the ministration of the Spirit.
All its ordinances are appointed by bhim, and they are
rendered effectual only, when accompanied with divine
power. The minds of all true believers he illuminates
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directly, and enables them, as they have capacity and op-
portunity, to understand the Scriptures. But in ordinary
circumstances, he operates upon themn to a large exlent,
through the ministers of the Gospel.  These are among
the giftis which he has given to men;—*For he gave
some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists,
and some pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of the
Suints, for the work of the nministry, tor the edifying of
the Lody of Christ; till we all come, in the umty of
the faith, and of the knowledge of tlie Son of God, unto
a perfect man, unlo the mes~ure of the stature of the full--
ness of Christ.” Wherever the Spirit of God calls men
to the ministry, and sends them to a people, he confers
upon them, in greuater or less measure, the gifts necessary
to fit them for carrying on the work of the Lord. To alf
such he gives the gift of -preaching, as well as the gift of
prayer, though in different degrees, and manvers. *To
one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom, to ano‘her
the word of knowledge by the same Sphit,” and to alk
“the Spirit of graee and supplications.” These gifts must:
be cultivated, that they may be exercised with the most -
extensive, and beneficial effect. And then, when such
men preach “with the Holy Ghost sent down from
heaven,” accompanying them, their preaching eannot fait
to be efficacious, in enligbtening the undersiaadings, and
impressing the hearts of men. Such are the men who,
speak with the ‘““tongue of fire,” words of power, -deeply
expressive of the sublime and solemu traths, and profound
convictions, and ardent emotions, whieh have been infused
into their own souls by the Spirit of God. It is the
1inistry of such heaven-taught, and divinely commissioned
men alene, that will be extensively useful; for men canuot
excite feelings, which they have not themselves felt, or
give that, which they have notthemselves received, And
whenever such meu labor in faith, and prayer, and with
earnest. desires to promole God’s glory, and save seuls,
their labors will never Le altogether jn vain, There may-
be obstructions among a people, which hinder the circula-
tion of spiritual life aneng thew, but when life descends,
with power, from the pulpit to the pew, it will generally;,
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sooner or later, sweep away these obstructions. But where
men run without being sent, they shall not profit God's
people at all.

Kupowing, as we do, what unregenerate man is, ignorant,
rensual, worldly-minded, and full of enmity against God,
well might the minister of the Gospel despair of success,
i he labored in his own strength ; and tremble to go forth
into such a world, with sueh a message as he has to bear.
But with the arm of Omnipotence to lean upon, what
has be to fear? And with the assistance of kim to depend
upon, urder swhose control are the hearts of all men, why
should he doubt that success, sconer or later, in larger or
smaller measure, will ultimately crown his labors? It is
this ministry of the Spirit, * which gives unto the minis-
try of the gespel both its glory, and its efficacy. Take
away the Spirit from the gospel, and you render it a dead
letter, and leave the New Testament of no more use to
Christiang, than the Old Testament is to the Jews. It is
therefore, a mischievoys imagination, proceeding from
ignovance, blindness, and unbelief, that there is no more
in the gospel, but what is eontained under any other doc-
trine, or declaration of trath,—that it is nothing but a
book for men to exercise their reason upon, and to improve
the things of it by the same faculty; for this is to separate
the Spirit, or. the dispensation of the Spirit, from it, which
is, in truth, to destroy it; and therewith is the covenant of
God rejected, which s, that his word and Spirit shall go
together,”*—Isa. lix. 21. -

Ii, THE SPIRIT IMBUES US WITH THE LOVE OF HOLINESS,
STRENGTHENS OUR MORAL PRINCIPLES, AND
ENABLES US TO RESIST TEMPTATION.

Having manifested the perfections of the divine char-
acter to us, through the word, and enabled us to appreciate
the beauty of tholiness, the Spirit imbues us with a love
of it. He presents to us realizirg views of the goodness
and love of God, and espeeially of his love to us, as man-
ifested in the work of redemption; and thus he enkindles
recipiocal emotions of Jove to God in our souls, And

*Owen,
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loving God, we learn to love his character,—his holiness,
justice, and truth, as well as his gooduess and love. And
loving God, we endeavourto be like him, and keep his com-
mandments. And in proportion as we love God, and
study to be like him, and endeavour to obey him, we
bate sin and resist temptation, and struggle against the eyil
propensities of our nature. From the knowledge which we
obtain of the consequences of sin, and the rewards of
holipess, we are furnished with the most powerful motives.
to war against all that is sinful, both in us, and around
us, and to seek to be adorned with the beauty of holiness.
And bere happily we are not left to struggle alone; for’
the Holy Spirit helps our iufirmities, and strengthens. us
with all mightin the inner man, We havemany enemies.
to conteud against theevil propensivies of ourfallen nature,
the prineipalities and powers of darkness. aml a ecrrupt
and ensnaring world ; but mightier s Le thati<for us, than .
all that can be against us. He fosters all that is good in
us; strengthens our moral principles, and helps us in the
evil hour, making his grace sufficient for us, and perfect
ing his strength in our weskoes.. What a beawtiful-
encouraging idea is that, which is given of the Spirit’s
watehfulness over the church, when itis said,—«1 the
Lord do keep it, T will- water it every moment: lest any '
hurt'it, T will keep it night and day.” And every true,
member of the church shares in the care, which the Lovd,
the Spirit, constautly exercises. In endeavouring therefore,.
to subdue all sin in our souls, and to preventall outbreaks
of it in our lives, and to be perfectly eonformed to the
image of God, whilst strenuously exerting all. our own.
powers, let us be constantly looking to Gud, the. Spirit, for
belp, and praying earnestly, that we may be filled with alt
the fulness of God, so shull webe cox.querors iu the fight of
faitli, and more than conquerors through him that loved us,

I11. THE SPIRIT SUSTAINS AND COMFORTS THE SOUL, IN
TIMES OF TEMPORAL DISTRESS AND SEARONS
OF SPIRITUAL WEAKNESS.

In the process of sealing us, or perfecting our, confor~
mity to the divine image, the Spirit often needs to sustain
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and comfort us, both in the dark and stormy day, when
hopes are blighted, and prospects clonded ; or, when dent
Jooks in at onr windows, or enters our dweliings, and takes
away the sight of our eyes with a stroke; or, in-that still
darker season, when the iniquities of our heels do cornpass
abiout, and Satan stands as an acense ,in the court of con-
seience, and tries to drive us to despair, by raking-up all
our iniguities, and enlarging on their aggravations; and
arguing that those who have been guilty of such erimes,
cannot be the true children of God. It is often jn vain,
that the poor heart-stricken one “puts in its plea,—that lie
is a child of God, that he belougs to God’s family, and
for this end produceth all his evidences,—every thing
whereby faith gives him an interest in God. Satan in
the meantime, opposeth with all his might; sin and law
assist him; many flaws are found in his evidences; the
truth of them all is questionad; and the soul hangs in
suspanse, as to theissue. In the midst of the plea, and
contest, the comforter comes, and by a word of promise,
or otherwise overpowers the heart, with a comfortable
persuasion, that his plea is good, and that he is a child of
Gind; and therefore, it is said of bim that he ¢ witnesseth
with oer Spirit”  When our Spirits are pleading their
right and title, he comes in and bears witness on our side;
at the same time, enabling us to put forth acts of filial
obedience, kind and child-like; which is ealled crying,
¢ Abba, Father” Remember still the manner of the Spirit’s
working,—that he doth it effectnally, voluntarily and freely.
Hence sometimes the dispute hangs long,—the cause is
pleading many years. The law scems sometime to pre-
vail, sin and Satan to rejoice, and the poor soul is filled
with dread about its inberitance. Perhaps itsown witness,
from its faith, sanctification, former experience, keeps up
the plea with some lifs.and comfort, but the work is not
done, the conquest is not fully obtained, until the Spirit,
who worketh freely and effectually, when and hoew he will,
cornes in with his testimony also; clothing his power with a
word of promise, he makes all parties concerned to attend
unto him, and puts an end to the controversy.”*
*Owen.
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When the Spirit thus makes us feel assared that we
are the children of God, and safe forever, within the bonds:
of the everlasting covenant, how bright the prospects
which open up to as! how glerious the hopes whieh re-
wive within ws! and how ardent the love which our bosoms
eherish to ow heavenly Father! Being recognized ashis
children, we are made to feel that we are heirs of &od,
she Ompipotent Sovereign of the Universe; and the hap-
phuess ariving from all this is heightened by the sublime
idea, that we are- not onfy hehrs ef God, bub joint heirs.
with Christ, owr elder-brother.  No wonder that the eon-
templatfon of all this fills God’s people sometimes, with
jov that. is nnspeakable sud full of glory. And surely of
all things, this conscicusness of sonship: to Ged is ealeu-
Lated to fill us with & seli-respeet, which will tend most.
powerfully te preserve us from everything mean, and im-
pure, and dishonorable.  Burely, when a man is elevated:
with the idea that he is a son of God, he will not stoop
to anything which woul® dishenor his parentage. Sarely,.
whor a matris admitted nto the presence of the God of
infinite holiness, and purity, and permitted to-enjoy ecom-
wmunion with him, hewould not forfeit that compunion,
by indulging fu anything unholy, or impure.  And havingy
thus obtained a relish for what iz so pure and elevating,
Tre will come to Yoathe what isimpure and debasing, And
surely, wlren a nran lives in the prospect of entering upom
the 1Inheritance of an everlasting kimgdoms, when the
troubles and trials of thislife are-over, he would zot grieve
the Saviour, whe died to procure it forhizm, by indwiging:
in any of those sinful pleaswres, which he hates; and wilk
not tolerate.  And thus you ean see how the eomdorting
influences of the Spirit helps forward ihe sealing process,
and tends to cleanse us from all filthiness of the flesh, and
spiit, perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord.

IV. THE SPIRFT HELPS THE INFIRMITIES OF THE: SAINTS,
ESPECTALLY AIDS THEM IN PRAYER, EXCITING EAR-
NEST DESIRES IN THEM, AND DIRECTING
THEM ARIGHT IN THE EXERCISE.

How manifald the remsaining imperfections, and how
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greab the weaknesses and infirmities of Go U's dear children]
But how .couforting the theught that the Spirit bhelps
<ur inflrmities.  He does not supersede our own efforts;
but he prompts and directs them ; sustains us under them,
and strengthens us to continue them. Paul specifies the
meode in which the Spirit helps ouv infirmities; Rom. vii,
26,27, It istn veference to prayer. Somuch in the
dark are we, as to what it would be conaistent with God’s
lienor and purposes to grant, or our own welfare to receive,
ihatwe knew nat what we should pray for; and we know
listle of the Spiiit, in which we should approach God; but
the Spirit excites in ms snch earnest desires, and intense
longings, fer pardon and reconciliation te {fod, and res-
toration te his favor and friendship, and the enjoyment of
<commanion with him,~such longings for these, as cannot
be expressed ia words, and which the full lieart can give
vent te, enly in inasticulate groanings. But the great
searcher of hearts knoweth what are the feelings, and de-
sires, and -earnest longings of our hearts, on such-occasions:
—he kneweth whats the mind of the Spirit, who exciteth
these lengings, and who may therefore be sajd to make
these intercessions for the saints. And coming, as these
intercessions do, from the inspiration of the Spirit, they are,
of course, for things agreeable to the will of God. Such
I Dbelieve to be the true meaning of that famous passage,
regardiag the intercession of the Spirit. Theapostle does
not countenance the idea, that the Spirit himself formally
intercedes for us. That is Christ’s ofice. But, in hiz own
forcible way, he teaches us that the Spirit se works in us,
ckcites i us such intense desires far things according 1o
God’s will, as cannot find utferance in words, but that
God, who searehes the heart, and forms his estimate of
the man, aecording to its condition, reads these thonghts
and desires, and sees them struggling for utterance there.
Anud these desires and heart-prayers, being inspired by
the Spirit, may be regarded as his. And mo doubi, all
such pragers are answored by Ged.  “Thus it Is our
Bearts that groan, but the operation and emotion is from
the Holy Spirit; for the subject of these, and be who pro-
dnces them, must not be confounded. In this way, the
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apostle speaks in the fourth chapter to the Galatiang;—
« Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of
his Son into your bearts, crying—¢ Abba, Father.’ And
in"Romans vif. 15, heshows that it is we who cry ¢ Abba,
Father, in order that we may observe, that it is not the
Spirit, who cries, who prays, who groans, but that he
caiies us to cry, and pray, and groan.”¥

* Bo fallen and corrupt are we by nature, so spiritually
Bhnd and eénfeebled, that, in ourselves, we cannot think a
good thought, orconceive a pure desire, or express a proper
pelition to God, in peayer, or earry out consistently a good
object, or bear up with patience, and submission, under
tlie inevitable ills of life, but O what comfort in the
thought, that in the Holy Spirit, we have an ever present,
Omnipotent friend, to help our intirmities, to inspire our
prayers and direct us, in our approaches to the Kternal,
the ‘infinitely Holy, and Omnipotent Sovereign of the
Universe. Well may he be regarded as the inspirer of
prayer; for be is ¢ the Spirit of grace and of supplications;”
and so excites holy and earnest.desires in us, that-he is
said to intercede for us, because he is the inspirer of the
supplications, which we present to God. Thus il is clear
that unless we “pray in the Holy Ghost,” our prayers
will be cold, formal addresses, which can never penetrate
heaven, and find acceptance with God.

Since then it is by prayer that we get access to God,
and enjoy communion with him, and obtain that grace,
nd strength, and consclation, through which alone we
can be fitted for every duty, and prepared for every trial,
of what importance is it that the Saints should be much
at a throne of grace, praying always with all prayer, and
supplication in the Spirit! And how earnest should they
be in prayer for the continuance of the Holy Spirit with
them, that they may Le prevented from ever doing any
thing to grieve, or quench him’ and that his gracious in-
fluences may be poured out more copiously upon them.—
There are some good people, wlo think there is an
impropriety in the regenerate praving for the Spirit inas-
much as they have already obtained hiin. But this feeling

*Haldane.
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proceeds from a ove-sided view of the subject. They
need to pray for the continuance of the Spirit, with them,
and that his gracious influences may be poured out more
copionsly upon them. And have they not times of dark-
ness and desertion, when they need to implore God to
“ restore to them the joys of his salvation, and uphold
them with his free Spirit?”

It is thus that the Spirit works with us, and o us, in
carrying on the sealing process, till the image of the
divine Redeemer is perfected in our souls. Happy ye
who are conscious of this work going forward within you.
In the presemce of the Spirit, ye havea well of living
water,—of heavenly consolation,——within you, springing
up unto everlasting life. And this fovetaste of heaven’s
joy is an earnest,—a sure pledge, that after the redemption
of the body from the dust of death, ye will enter upon
the possession of the everlasting inheritance in heaven.

THE END,
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