


THE BRITISII NORTH AMERICAN RAILW.AY,

BETWEEN IIALIFAX, QUEBEC, AND THE CANADAS.

A Droposal for comj)lltmq the ((]w)(’ line of Pru/urr//, Jree of any ultimate clarge either to
Great Brituin or the Provinces, by coinecting t]l@jl/l‘/}ﬁ\((] Lrropeare and Novth dmericon Bwe with
the St. dudrews and Qnebec ]f‘m'/wmn], now ader constriuction; contuined e tieo Lotters addressed to the
Right Honourable Sir Johi Pal:ington, Davt.y by the St Adndrews and Quclee LBailroad Conguany.

St. ANDREWS anDp QuEbEc Ra1Lrosp OrrIcE,
26, Puarliviment Street, T estninster,
Mareh 2, 1832,

S1R,

In consequence of the change which has taken place in Her Majesty’s Ministers, 1
have delayed replying to My, Pecl’s letter of the 16th ultimo. In that letter the proposal sub-
mitted to Her Majesty’s Government in my letters of the 11th and 13th was evidently misunder-
stood, as it was termed by Mr. Pecl .\ Plan for the construction of a Branch Rulroad between
St. John, New Brunswick, and the St. Andrews and Quebce Line ;”” whercas it was a proposal for
the construction of the entire Line between St. Jolm and Quebee.

But since the 16th ultimo, copies of Lord Grey’s despatehes relative to the contemplated
American Railways, as well as the final proposals of the Canada and New Brunswick delegates,
printed for the Nova Scotia House of Assembly, and dated 31st January, 1852, have been 1u,eued

These documents are of considerable importance to the St. Audrews and Quebec Railroad
Company, as they contain the decision giving up the Novthern and Central Lines, as well as an
offer made by certain capitalists in England, and they wive the terms on which the British
Government are prepared to afford assistance. But the final proposition of the Provinces of
Canada and New Brunswick, allnded to above, at once confirms and strengthens the position of
the (ompanv as the Halifax and Quebcee Railroad is now proposed to be carricd for a considerable
part of its distance over the same route as the St. Andrews and Quebee Railroad, now under con-
struction.  The Company building this latter Line, sensible of their clains for ('unsidcratinn, have
thercfore felt it incuunbent on them at once to step forward with such a plan as will conbine the
present conflicting interests, and carry out this great national work without entaling any ultimate
cost either on the Provinees or Mother- Country.

I may premise by observing that, in the objects they severally scek to attain, the different
Provinces ave naturally somewhat opposed.  Lower Canada desives the shortest route to a winter
port on the .Atlantic, and 1s mdifferent to the European and North American Line ; but with Upper
Canada the reverse is the case, the Buropean and North American Line having alwayvs been a
favourite scheme. This latter line Nova Scotia 1s also most anxious to obtain, as 1t would connect
her with the whole of the United States xystcm of Railways; but ix disappointed at the failure of the
Northern route to Quebec.  New Brunswick, on the other hand, 1s much opposed to the Northern
Line, as it would pass at a considerable distance from her chict centres of commeree; but, for the
same reasons as Nova Scotia, is as much in favour of the European and North Awmerican Line. It
therefore appears, that with the exception of Nova Scotia’s predilection for the Northern route, the
prineipal views of all will be met by connecting the European and North American with the St.
Andrews and Quebec Line, this latter having a distance of ten miles already bwilt, and, at the same
time, constituting by far the shortest route between Quebee and the Atlantic.  And it is in fur-
therance of this last proposal that I have now, on behalf of the St. Andrews and (Juebee Lailroad
Company, the honour to submit for the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government the following
plan for the construction of an entire line of Railway between Halifax and Quebee,

To avoid any local nawes, it is proposed to call it the British North American Railway.
Commencing at Halifux, it will follow the course intended for the European and North American
Railroad, to the point of its junction with the St. Andrews and Qucbee Line, about twenty miles
from St. Andrews, continuing by it to Quebec.

THE HALIFAX AND QUEDEC,
OR
“BRITISIIT NORTII AMERICAN RAILWAY.
Carrrar £5,000,000, v 150,000 Suares oF £20 EAcH ;

The money in the first instance to be raised at 3% per cent., under the guarantee of the British
Treasury.



)
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The interest to be guaranteed by the three Provinces, but paid out of the profits of the Line.

The principal to be repaid in twenty-five years, by annual calls on the shares sold; these
shares to be guaranteed an nterest of six per cent. by the Provinces,

On the completion of the Line, after paying the working expenses, the profits are to be devoted
to the payment of the intercst to the British Government and guaranteed Shareholders; any
surplus beyond this, is to be divided amongst the Sharcholders.

The wilderness lands, for an extent of ten miles on cither side, to become the property of the
Nhaveholders, and any deficiency in the amount to be made up from clsewhere, but in the vicinity
of the Line.  The Shareholders are to devote onc-tenth of those lands to church, school, or hos-
pital pnrposes. .

Management.—There ave to be fifteen Local Dircetors, five for each Proviuce, who will elect
one of thewr number to represent them at a Central Board, i which will be vested the chief
control.

This Board to consist of seven members, as follows :(—

A Representative of the interests of cach Province . 3
Ditto of each Local Board of Directors .. 3
Ditto of the Enghish Shareholders, with a casting
vote 1n addition .. .. o1
q

No allusion has been made to a continuation of the Line beyond Quebec, as 1t 1s assuniced that
Canada will prefer making her ewn arrangements with the British Government distinet from the
other Provinees.

The following table has heen added in order to prove that a profit of 8 per cent. and less will
amply cover the annnal charges for interest. Eight per cent. has been taken as the amount yiclded
by a large proportion of the United States Raalways.

Trusting this proposal may mect with the favourable consideration of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment,

I have the honour to be,

Your most obedient humble Rervant,
B. SHARPE,
Maaying Director “ Cliuss 47 Sharcholders.
Nt Andrews o Quebee Riilroad.

1

P.S.—The enclosure marked “A” is a plan of colonization adopted by this Company.

To the Rucur ITon. Sk J. Pa KINGTON, Bk,
Her Majesty's Prineipal Seeveloiry of State for the Colonios.
div, de. de.
Dowiing Strect.

A Table showing the Swmns which will be annually due for Interest during the Three Years
of Construction, as well as the subsequent Twenty-five.

Years. Interest at 3} per Cent. Interest at § per Cent.
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St. ANDREWS AND QUEBEC RaiLroap OFFICE,
26, Parliament Streef, TWestminster,
May, 4, 1852,

SIR,

Owing to the strong opinion which has been expressed in favour of the plan, submitted to
Her Majesty’s Government on behalf of the St. Andrews and Quebec Railroad Company, tor the forma-
tion of the Line of Railway between Ilalifax and Quebee, the London Board of Directors are very
desirous that a further exposition of their views should bLe laid betore Her Majesty’s Government.

They moreover feel it but due to the people of this country, who are about te become responsible
for the larre sum proposed to be raised, that, before the Legislature should be ealled on to consent to
the guarantee of the British Treasury being given, attention should be first drawn to the features of
the plan proposed by the Delegates, and a comparison instituted into the relative merits of the two
proposals.

They consider this more particularly nceessary, as the on. Mr. Howe (one of the Delegates) has
frequently stated in his speeches that the money was to be obtained, althongh the means for its repay-
ment might be uncertain. The following is an extract from one of his specclies i— < Suppose New
“ Brunswick does take the money and s not able to pay, John Bull s not a hard creditor, and will not coerce
“or compel payment.  Who ecor heard of his acting like « sheri)f, and distraining ay of those rascally repu-
“ diating States? [laughter] and would he be more severe on kis vwn children” He has lent money to Mexico
“and Peru, to Greece and Spain ; and who ever heard of his compelling payment ¥ V'hen he is cheated,
“ ke bears it calm and unprovoked.”

The two propositions may be briefly viewed as follows:—Both, in the first instance, propose to
raise the money at 3} per cent. on the guarantee of the British Treasury.  The plan of the Delegates
places the expenditure of this money, amounting to scveral millions, in the hands of the Governments
of the three Provinces, affording them a most powerful and unconstitutional means of influence, with-
out any other than the slight control affurded by the Provincial Assemblies; and with all the evils
inherent to the prosecution of works by the State, their plan has this additional disadvantage, that the
whole course of policy pursued in the eonstruction of the Line is at any moment liable to be chauged
with a change of Ministry.

The means provided by the New Brunswick Act for the repayment of the British Government
scem totally inadequate for the purpose, and it naturally warrants the assumption that the provision
for the liquidation of the debt has not formed the most prominent part of the measare. It is stated
that, ¢ If required by the Imperial Parliament, the profits of the Railway acceruing to this Provinee,
¢ shall, after (hductmg interest, repairs, working, and incidental expenses (to be 4110\\ ed as such by Ier
“ Majesty’s Government), be sct apart to form a sinking fund; and whew, at any time after the expira-
‘““tion of ten years from the time of completing such Railway, such profits should not realize 2 per cent.
*“annually on the loan contracted, then there shall be annually thereafter set apart from and chargeable
“on the general revenues of this Province, such a sum as will make up 2 per cent., to constitute such
- sinking tund.”

The annual charge for interest on a loan of only three millions would amount to £105,000, and it
is proposed to raise a much larger sumj; but this, together with the other expenses, would principally
absorb the profits of the first ten years, and extend the final extinetion of the debt to a period of sixty
years.

The plan of the St. Andrews and Quebec Railroad Company, on the other hand, having raised the
moncy on the guarantee of the British Treasury (and which amounts but to three millions; that sum
being considered amply sufficient to construct a Line between Halifax and Quelec), proposes the for-
mation of a Company with a Capital of Three Millions, in 130,000 shares of €20 cacli, and by annual
calls on these shures to repay the money which Las in the first instance been advanced. This will
secure both the British Government and the Provinces from any ultimate liability.  .An annual cull of
sixteen shillings per share, will, in twenty-five years, produce the three millions, and extinguish the
debt; the interest being in the meantime paid from the proceeds of the Line.

It will thus be seen that the proposal is peculiarly adapted to the Provinces; for although appeal-
ing to the capitalist, it is essentially fitted for the investment of the poor man’s savings; for Liowever
humble his lot, there is not a man in them who could not take up a £20 share on being allowed twenty-
five years to pay it in. Sixteen shillings a ycar could be paid by even children from their earnings.
It is not only a savings’ bank on a 111‘0‘6 scale, but it has the advantage of uniting all classes by an
identity of interest in "the prosceution of great national work, and kecps Cun\tdutly before the inhabi-
tants the advantages they possess by their conncction with the parent State.

On the shares being subscribed for, the sccurity of the Home Government is at once doubled, and
the Provinces relieved from the payment of so large a sum as three millions,

The construction of the Line will be managed by Local Boards of five Directors in cach Province;
but the chief control will be vested in a Central Board ot seven Members — three of whom will
represent these Local Boards, three the interests of the Provinces, and one those of the Enelish
Shareholders; and to these might not inappropriately be added a Commissioner trom the British
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Government. The peculiar feature of this arrangement is the combination of private interest with
Government control.

In the success of this proposal the St. Andrews and Quebec Railroad (}'ompany have the deepest
interest, having already built fen miles, and having recently contracted with an English firm .f'or the
completion of the remaining seventy of the distance to Woodstock, they are naturally most anxious to
sce the further portion of their Line completed to Quebec with the least possible delay.

Their elaims for eonsideration are of the highest kind, for they fearlessly assert that had it not
been for the tenacity with which, throughout every discouragement and difficulty, they have adhered
to their original project, public opinion would never have been aroused to the necessity for Railways
in the manner it has. To them the credit is alone due-—to them exclusively, belongs the
honour of having commenced the first Railway in New Brunswick, and on which, without incurring
debt, they have already expended some £30,000 of British capital. They trust their views are of an
enlightened kind, having recently given 20,000 acres to found the Albion Settlement, the plan of which
has given =0 much general satisfaction; and the sune policy which has hitherto guided them, has again
led them in the present proposition to set apart onc-tenth of the lands for chureh, school, or hospital
Pll]'l\()\fl,’g-

In addition to these claims, they already occupy the ground between St. Andrews and Quebee,
and which has been recognized in a series of Acts. A parallel Line, or any infraction of their territory,
would therefore equally constitute a breach of faith; but apart from these considerations, a parallel
Line would not be tolerated by the Northern interests of New Brunswick, who have a prior and
powerful claim for the extablishment of a Line from Miramichi to Fredericton and the United States
trontier.

With respect to the amount of wilderness lands to be given up on either side of the Line, the
Directors are willing to adopt the five miles as voted by the Asscmbly instead of the ten miles as pro-
posed by them; and they confidently hope that this clear exposition of their views will prevent any
misapprehension of their plan; but, at the same time, they will be happy to furnish any further
explanation Her Majesty’s Government may require,

I have the hionour to be,
Your very obedient humble Servant,

B. SHARPE,
Menauing Director of the © Class A ™ Shareholders
uf the St. Andrews & Quebce Railroud.
To the Rigut Hox. Stk Jonx Paxincros, Bart., M.P.
Ier J[rljwst]/’a Privegul .\':‘('1':’%:7‘]/ Of Stu/«'for the Colonies,

\5 C. go Qe

Downing Street,
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MEMORANDUM
loft by the Dipmtation from the St. dudrews and (uebec Tailrod Conpuny with

S JOUN PAKINGTON on the 25th Moy, 1852

NI,

The proposal for constructing a continuous line of Railway between alifax and Quebee
having been fully detailed in the two letters the St. Andrews and Quebee Ruilway Company reeently
addressed you. it may on the present occasion be nierely necessary to advert to a few of its prineipal
features. In omler to vaise a snm of three millions at  three-and-a-lalf per cent. on Provineial
debentures, Grest Britian ix asked to hecome vesponzible for the vepayment, <lionld the Proviuces ut the
end ot 25 vears fall in providing {unds to meet them.

Aewinst this coutingeney the Provinees are to prepare by setting apart cortain aunual souvees of
revenue to provide for the acerning interest. and furnizh . sinking fund for the vepaviment ot the
principal.

Thus far the proposal (exceept that a larger sum was required. with 60 vears for it~ vepayiment) is
the ~ame ax that advocated by the Provineial delezates: but their plan aftords no further means of vepay-
ment : whereas the most important feature of the plan of the St Andrews and Quehee Railroad

Company is the additional security eiven by the eradual transter of the onus of repavioent from the
shoulders ot the Tome and Provineial Governments to those of a private Company, whicl i< managed
thus. A Company is formed with a capital of” thice willions in 130,000 shares of £20 cuach, and a
call of 165, per share ix annually made, which will produce £120.000 w veur, and in 23 years complete
the repuyment of’ the three millions; the amount of the eall being annuadly paid over to the ITome
Government to torm . sinking fund.

When a period of 23 yeurs is given to pay up a £20 =hare, the annual burden of which is ouly
165, 1t 3 assumed that it will cazily he within the compass of the very poorest in the Provinees, who
will eazerly seek sneliwe inyvestment for their savings: the benefictal effeet of whicls may e veadily
imagined.

The prineiple of the measare is to make the Line, not with wmoney received from the Government,
but. ax in the United States, by funds raised on its faith, and these are to be aradnally vepaid by a
Company acting under the joing coutrol of the Home and Provineial Governments and the share-
Liolders; as, for instance, the ome Government supplics one director, each of the Provineial Govern-
ments the same, the Engli=li sharveholders also supply one, and the shaveholders in each of the
Provinees one. The power is therefure equally divided between the Governments and =haveholders.
and iz free from the objections which might be arced aeainst it conlinenicnt to either one or the
other.

An objection on military grounds has heen weged by Her Majesty’s Government acainst the
proximity of the Line to the United States frontier; hut as that fronticr tor npwards of 60 miles runs
parallel to the river St Lawrence, at only a diztance of about 24 miles, it Is clear that auy line that ean
be devised must be liable to the sume objection, as all have to traverse that narvow ~trip of eround:
but a railroad may be 100 miles inland and more open to attack than one situated near the frontier. All

depends on the features of the country through which they puss; for in the event of war, the arbitrary

lines which separate the DBritish dominions from the territorics ol the United States would never he
adhered to. .\ chain of elevated or cusily defensible posts must be at once established, frrespective off
the legal lines of demarcation hetween the two countries.
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But if the Government for military reasons declines to lend its guarantee for a trunk line passing
near the United States frontier, it absolutely disposes of the question; for no other would be sanctioned
by either Canada or New Brunswick, and the result must be that until the St. Andrews and Quebec
Line is completed, the Montreal and Portland, passing through the United States, would be the trunk
line of communication hetween England and the Canadas. If, therefore, Her Majesty’s Government
consider that it i not desirable that the great trunk line should pass near the United States frontier;
they must surcly admit that a line which passes directly through the United States territory must be
infinitely worse. A ereat exeitement with respect to railways has been raised in the Provinces during
the last two years by the communications from the Colonial Office, and great expectations have been
justly entertained that assistance would he given; we would, therefore, implore Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment to punse before they disappoint these legitimate hopes, and canse a comparison to be instituted
with the neighhouring Statez, who freely lend their aid to these great undertakings.

But should these three millions be obtained, the proposed continuous Line would not only be opened,
but by dint of great cconomy (if permission were granted) it is not improbable that a sufficient surplus
might he saved to complete several important Branches in the different Provinces, particularly one to
conneet St. Johns v Fredricton with Miramichi. The areatest content and satistaction would then be
immediately diffused, and would a thousandfold repay the people of this country for any remote risk
they mig¢ht run in being called on for the repayment of the moncy.

If Her Majesty’s Government be unwilling to incur the risk of guaranteeing three millions, they
may very possibly not ohject to sanction one half that sum being raised, as a million and a half would
~uffice to open that portion of the trunk Line which lics between St. Johns and Quebee.  Should thix,
acain, be considered as too venturoug, half a million will be sufficient to connect the St. Andrews and
Quclnu- Railway with the St. Lawrence, and thus open the communication between that river and the
Atlantic.

The New Brunswick Legislature have passed a Bill by which they will become subscribers to the
extent of £50,000 in the St. Andrews and Quebee Railroad Company, and bave made grants of
public land in aid of the undertaking, and which received the sanction of the late Government, who,
in a public letter, wished this Company every success.  This has enabled them to contract with an
English firm tor the completion of the first section of 80 miles, to Woodstock; halt”a million, there-
fore, is all that is now required to open up a direet communieation with the St. Lawrence.

If the Government ave in favour of the Northern route, they will have to construet it themselves,
as Fredricton, St. Jolns, and St. Andrews, the oreat centres of population, are directly opposed to it.
Tt may open up certain wilderness lands, and supply Mr. Cunard’s steamers with coal; but lying
several degrees to the north of St Andrews, it will be exposed to all the fury of the terrific snow-
~torms of the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

In a commercial point of vicw it will be utterly uselexs, and as a trunk line it will never be
nxed, for 3t is clear that goods and passengers will always proceed hy the shortest and cheapest route;
the St. Andrews and Quebec Railroad will, therefore, always superscde it, as it will convey them {from
the Atlantic to Quebee by a line some 300 miles ~horter than the Northern route of 635 miles, and,
with the same benefit to the Company, at a charge of one half.

It is also to be borne in wind that even the Railwuy passing through the United States would
afford a cheaper and shorter transit of goods to the Atlantic than a line passing through the castern
and western districts of New Brunswick.



St. ANDREWS AND QUEBEC RarLroap Orrice,
26, Parliament Street, Ti'estmninster,
June 10, 1852.
Srr,

I have the honour to lay before Her Majesty’s Government this further exposition of the
proposals of the St. Andrews and Quebee Railroad Company, to be appended to their Letters of
the 2nd March and 4th May, and the Manorandum left by the Tarl Fitzwilliam and the Directors
of this Company at their interview with you on the 28th ultimo.

It would appear from the specches which were made on Monday night in both Houses of
Parliament, that the present position of the above Railway cannot be generally known, or that the
Company have alveady built ten miles of their road, and that an Inelish firm of Contractors have
left England, and are now at work, who arve engaged to finish the remaining portion of the first
section to Woodstock ; as, otherwise, the fact that 80 wules of British Railway on the shortest line
to the Canadas were provided for, with a portion actually completed, would have oceujned a pro-
minent position in the debate.

The line of the St. Andrews and Quebee Railroad, which was considered by the Iate Colonial
Secretary to have heen judiciously planned, was laid out by Colonel Yule of the Royal Engineers,
by ovder of, and at the expense of, the Government ; and, althougl near the froutier, it may in a
military point of view be considered to be well protected, having as far as the vicinity of Wood-
stock, where there 1s a natural position of considerable streneth, the river St Croix and its tribu-
taries lylng between it and the State of Maine; aud beyond Woodstock, where it crosses the Nt.
John, having that viver and the Madawaska in a sinilar manner mterposed as a bareter.  The
St. Andrews and Quebee Ratlroad will therefore be found mucl better protected than might have
been generally supposed ; but heing covered at one part 1s comparatively of little moment, when
both it and cvery other railroad to the Canadas must of necessity be exposed for a considerable
distance, by having to traverse a narrow strip of ground which cvtends for upwards of 60 miles
between the United States and the river St. Lawrenee, and which 1s but 2 L miles m width : all pre-
cautions against attack will therefore be unavailing while so great w distance is left unpecteeted.

The St. Andrews and Quebee Railroad, being the <hortest which can e devised on British
territory, is the only onc which will cver have the shightest chance in competing with the Railways
in the United States, or of sceuring the main trafic to the Canadas, and of preventing the nnpor-
tant city of Quebec being accommodated by merely a hranch line from the Ntates.

This Railroad, with an extension to St. Johns, will alone meet the views of the Canadas and
New Brunswick : the former have no other object than to obtain the nearest winter port on the
Atlantic, and the latter a railway which shall accommodate her chiet centres of population and
commerce ; and it is only by the very shortest and eheapest Iine that Upper Canada conld ever seud
her produce to the .Atlantic. That of the West Indies would be at once exeluded, ax 1t coudd never
be sent by some 300 miles of unnccessary railroad, but it wonld be forwarded direet to the ports of
the United States, where return cargees of flour could he obtained.

With the above Railroad opened, the flowr, timber, and other produets of British North
America would be exchanged for those of the West Indics, cither at St Johns or St. Andrews.

If the guarantce of the British Treasury be given, this Line may be opened quickly.  Now
Brunswick has already done much In aid of it, having guaranteed a 6 per cent. mterest to the

English Sharcholders on half the capital of the first scetion; and, besides having given all the
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ungranted lands to an extent of five miles on either side as far as Woodstock, has subscribed for
£50,000 stock in unguaranteed shares. Canada has also bound herself to provide half the neces-
sary capital to construet the 168 miles within her tervitory, which, at £5000,per mile, will amount
to above a million; she will thercfore have to subscribe one half that sum: but this heavy
burden might be saved her if Her Majesty’s Governiment would agree to the proposals this
Company have submitted,

The construction of only 167 miles to the vicinity of the river Du Loup is all that is now
vequired to be provided for hefove the St. Lawrence is reached, and the connection completed
between that river and the Atlantie.  Steamers will then from the above point at once open the
communication with Quebee and Upper Canada, and contiuue it until the 108 miles to that city
shall be completed ; 75 wiles to 8t. Johns, or a total distance of 273 miles, 1s all that will have to
he constructed to open two winter ports to the Cunadas, and provide thosc 11111)01t¢mt Provinces
with the shortest route to the Atlantic.

In instituting a comparison with the long line, the distance of each from the Atlantie to the
river Du Loup should be measured as from that point to Quebee ; the lime of road will be common
to both.

The St. Andrews and Quebee Railroad between the port of St. Audrew and the river Du Loup
13 247 miles in length ; of this, the distance of 80 miles being already provided for, there will
remain but 167 to he built.

The long line of 635 miles, measured from the river Du Loup to the port of Ilalifax, is 527
miles in length, or more than treble the length requived to be built to reach the same point by the
St. Andrews and Quebee Line. This must be worthy of serious consideration, as cntailing a thivee-
fold expense.  On these, as well ax other grounds, the long line will never bear a comparison with
the St Andrews and Quebee Railroad; and T trust I have equally shown that it will prove a
fadure 1f ever attempted as a trunk line of communication. A nullion and a half will complete
the St Andrews and Quebee Line, with an extension to St. Johns; and if permission were
anven to devote any surplus to the object, there is no doubt that by judicious nianagenient a con-
neetion vid Fredrickton with Miramichi could be carried out, which would trayerse and open up
the heart of New Brunswick, and diffuse the greatest satisfaction and content amougst all classes
of the fuhabitants.  Fmight add, and which will doubtless be apparent to Her Maj(;\'tv's Govern-
ment, that if anything prevented the St Andrews and Quebee C ompany carrying their Line heyond
Woodstock, the inhahitants of the State of Maine would be too happy to continue it across their
territory.  Overtures have already been made on the subjeet, but were not entertained, as it has
always been the 1ntention of the Directors to confine it to British ground.

Trusting the proposition the Company have submitted may meet with the serious and
favourable consideration of Her Majesty’s Government,

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble Servant,

B. SHARPE,

ﬂ[rl)zw/zm/ ]Juufn/ St cbudyerns Lmd Q/l?bct‘
Ruiliway (Class A ) Sharel

Tue Rr. Hon. Sir J. PakiNcron, Barr,, (o ) Sl
Her Mujesly’s Secreteas y of Stute for the Cr)/uzm N

éc L§l (50.
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