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PREFACE.

O fuch a Work as this there can be little

Need of a Preface, efpecially as I have in

the Title given the Heads of wbhat 1t con-
tains, which 1 fhall now enlarge upon but <cry
little.

Father Charlevoix’s Hiftoire & Delcription Ge-
nerale de la Nouvelle France, from awhich 1 lLave
taken every Thing that regards my Subjelt, enters
o minutely into the Advantages that may be made
of this Ifland, thet the French Miniftry are fasd,
at this Time, to endeavour all in their Power &
prevent the Copies of it from coming among us.
As for Savary, bis Work 15 in high Repute; bur
this Article bad not the good Fortune to receive
any Improvement from his Continuators, as moft
others have done in bis Dictionaire Univerfale de
Commetce. Theother Authors I bave made ufe ¢f
are ckiefly Englith, and moft of them fuch as bae
written fince, or about the Time that, Cape Breton
Sfell into our Hands lafp Summer.

A wvery brief Abfiract of the Fournal of this
Siege, with the References to the Map and Plan,
is all I fball farther give the Reader in this
Place, 1745,



vi PREFACE

1745. April 30. The New-England Forces
arrived in Gabaron or Chappeaurouge-Bay, a little
to the South-Weftward of Louifburgh. (a). Some
Hundreds of Men landed, and beat back a Party of
French that came to oppoﬁ’ them.

May 1. Remainder of the Troops landed, and
“began to get on Shore the Stores and Provifions.,

May 2. A Detachment marched towards the
North-Eaft, and burnt fome Houfes about a Mile
from the Grand Battery.

May 3. Took Poffeffion of the Grand Bzzz‘z‘e-
vy (G), the Enemies baving abandoned it upon the
coming up of our Troops, without breaking off the
Trunnions of their Guns. A Party of French
that attempted to retake it were beat off.

May 4. The Englith began to fire from the
Grand Battery with three Cannon only, andto bom-

bard the Town Srom the Green-Hill Battery on the
South 1¥ef.

May 7. A Fafcine Battery crected nearer the
(/f\, W n‘/wz goo Yurds on the Land Side, Jfome
cf 1hbe Cannon on which burft. A Flag of Truce
jcnt to fummon Du Chambon the Governor to

Jurrender, who Jaid, be had no Anfwer to make
but b hy the Mouth of bis Cannon.

May 13. A French Swow gets into the Har-
bowur acith Pl ovifions for z‘be Gar rzfon

May
ta) Vide Map.
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May 15.  The City bombarded from the feveral
Batteries this and the following Days.

May 17. An advanced Battery raifed 250
Yards from the Weft Gate.  The Firing continues
bot on both Sides.

May 19. Our Men of War and Cruizers took
feveral Prizes. An Engagement off the Harbour
wn Sight of the Camp.

May 21. A Letter from Commodore Warren,
that be bad taken the Vigilant, a French Man of
War, of 64 Guns.

May 25. The Men employed in dragging Can-
non from one Place to another, through muddy and
uneven Ways, and all in the Face of the Fire from
the Town.

May 26. A fiuitle[s Attempt on the Ifland
Battery (H), in which the Englith were repulfcd,
and bhad more Men killed and 1aken than during
the whole Stege befides.

June 10. The Chelter Man of War arrived
Srom England, and joined the Commodore.

June 12. The Canterbury and Sunderland ar-
rive; alfo the Lark, with a Storefbip for Anna-
polis Royal.

A Battery erefled at the Light-houfe (1), i
order to play on the Ifland Battery, and a general
Attack refolved on bath by Sea and Land.

June






HISTORY
DESCRIPTION

ISLAND of CapE BrRETON.

O'T to go farther back than the Year
1632, in order to examine more anti-
ent Pretenfions, it appears from the

Hiftory of New France, by Father
Clarlevoix (from which I fhall extract great Parc
of the following Piece) that in that Year King
Charles 1. of England having confented to deliver
up Quebec, Acadia, and the Ifland of Cape Bre-
fon into the Hands of the French, who were
preparing to take the former by Force, the firft
French Settlement in that Ifland was then beguu;

¢ Our Eftablithment there, fays the Father, wu.
indeed at that Time but a very Trifle. Howe-
ver this Port, the Fort of Quebec furrounded with
2 few wretched Boules and Barracks, two or
three Cottazes in the Hland of Mentrzal, as ma-
B ny
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ny perhaps at Tadouffac, and in fome other
Places upon the River St. Laurerce, for the Con-
venience of the Fithery and Carriage, the Ue-
cinring of a Habitation ot the Three Rivers, and
the Ruins of Pt Reval, (a) were all that at
this Thne went by the Name of Ao France!
Ve do not hear of this Hle again from our
Foeneh Thftorian till 1666, when he 15 only able
o tell us thet the Governor of Quelee received
Advice from the Sieur de L2 Tellicre, who com-
manded i e Revale (5), that he was attcked
by the Fgil. ¢ Thisis all, fays he, that 1
< have been able to learn. 1 only know farther

1
v hor our Ditablithment in this Ifle was then ve-
< {

v infigniticant, and that it was entirely aban-
“ don’d a few Years after.””  While there was
dill a Fort in this Ifland, we learn that it was
called Iwrt St. Picrre; but the Fortune of the
Plice was gencrally the fame as that of /cadia,
which fell feveral Times into the Hands of the
Forglifh betore the Jaft War,  As it fell with i,
the fume Treatics reftored one and the other,
Cupe Bicten being look’d upon as a Kind of De-
pendance on Aeadia.

Put tho’ during this leng Courfe of Years it lay
nueglected, or very little regarded, there were not
vaanting Perfons who faw the Ufe it might be of,
and the Advantage that might be made cf its
Yorts, whenever there was Occafion to make a
new Secttlermment in thofe Parte, ' We have reafon,
at leaft, to think this, becaufe, tho’ the French

confels

- i
" ‘a) Which had been demolifhed by the Englih chrut twenty
Yeurs be.ore. .
(6) It Yad not this Name il near 50 Yeaisalter, tho' the Jeluit
thete Litee il :
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confefs they made no Account of it till the Mc-
morial of Mefl. Raudst, hereafter quoted, was pre-
fented to their NMiniftry, the Eugi had a true
Senfe of its Value when the Nezotations of
Peace were fet on Foot, which it is hardly to be
prefumed they had from this viece of the Ene-
my's. ButI fhall notanticizate what my Authors
have to fay, whofe Words I now proceed to
tranflate, throwing my own Remarks either in:
Notes under the Pages, or together at the I.:ul
by Way of Effay.

Furber Charlevoix’s Defcription of Cape
Breton (c)

HE Ifland of Cape Breton, called by the

French Ifle Royale, is fituated between the
4sth and the 4~th Degree of Latitude, and (4)
together with the Ifland of Newefowndiand, from
which it is diftant only 15 or 16 Leagues, it
forms the Entry of the Gulph of St. La: e
The Streight, which feparates it from 4calie, or
Newa Scotia, 1s only five Leagucs in Lelwm m A
one in Breadth. The French callit The © e
of Fronfac, but The Englifi, the Swciche et
Canfo.

The Length of Cape Ireton, from North Eait
to South Weft, is not quite 5o Leagucs, and it
oreateft Breadth, from Weft to Eaft, is not niore
than 3. It i of a very irregular FIULhC, and fo

B2 * I

(c) From his Hifloire et Delriztivs Geacials de la Nowu:slis
France, &c. 5 Tom. 410 Paris v; 4y

() And between < bout §8°—3n ond 6¢°—32 Longitude Wt
f-om Londor
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interfected by Lakes and Rivers, that the two
principal Ports join together only by an Ifthmus
of about eight hundred Paces over, which fepa-
rates the Bottom of Port Toubufe from f{everal
Lakes, which are called Labrador. Thefe Lakes
difcharge themfelves Eaftwards into the Sea, by
two Channels of unequal Magnitude, formed by
the Ifland of Vedercnie, or La Boularderie, which
is feven Leagues in Length.

" The Climate of this Ifland is nearly the fame
as that of Quebec, (¢) and tho' Fogs are here
more frequent, the People do not complain of an
unhealthy Air. Al the Lands are not good, yet
they produce Trees of every Species. Here are
O.ks of a prodigious Magnitude, Pines proper for
Mafts, and all Kinds of Timber for Carpenter’s
Work. The moft common Sorts, befides the
Oak, are the Cedar, the Afh, the Maple, the
Plane, and the Afpin Tree. Fruits, efpecially
Apples, Pulfe, Corn, and other Grains neceflary
for Life, as alfo Hemp and Flax, are in lefs
Abundance, but as good in Quality as thofe of
Canada. 1t is obferved that the Mountains here
will bear Cultivation up to the Top, and that the

beft

{¢) Father Charlewoix,in the fame Work, makes the Climate of
Ducbec to be very fharp in Winter, when the Gentry ride out on
Sleds over the Snow, or tkait upon the Ice ; Batin general he de-
fcribes itas a very defirable Spet, and pleafes himfelf with the Idea
that this Capital of New France may be one Day as great, and fur-
rounded with as many Villsges and Noblemens Seats as Paris,
the Capital of the O/, which he fays, was for many Centuries
more inconfiderable than Quebec is at prefent.—But according to
his own Defgription of thele French Cinadans, whom he reprefents
as an indolent People, not at all folicitous about making their For-
tunes, it is not in the lealt probable that Quebec fhould be raifed ta
this Greatnef> by them ? Chall we fuppofe him then, unwittingly,
a Prophet in fivour of the Eiglis Americans, whom he reprefcots
as an indufirious thrivir‘g Peog te, who imgrovc every Thigg that
£2)s into their Hainds ? i



[ 5]
beft Lands are upon their fouthcrn Declivities,
which are covered from the North and North-
weft Winds by the high Hills that bound them
on the Side of St. Laurence’s River.

All domeftic Animals, as Horfes, biack Cattle,
Hogs, Sheep, Goats, and Poultry, find here Provi-
fions in Abundance. The Chace and the Fithery
are fufficient to nourifh the Inhabitants a good
Part of the Year. Here are great Plenty of ex.
cellent Mines of Pit-coal ; and as thefe Mines are
in the Mountains, there is no Occafion to dig un-
der Ground, or be at the Expence of turning off
Woaters in order to getat them, as in fome other
Countries. Lime-ftone is alfo found in this Iiland.
In no Place upon the Face of the Earth is the
Cod Fifhery carried on with better Succefs, nor
can greater Conveniences be found for drying
the Fith. Formerly this Ifland was full of wild
Beafts, but at prefent they are very rare, efpeci-
ally Elks. The Partridges here arc almoft as
large as Pheafants, and feathered very much like
them. In aWord, Fifheries of Sea Wolves, or
Seals, Porpoifes, and Sea Cows, or Grampufes,
might be conveniently carry’d on for the Benefit of
their Gil, there being great Plenty of them.

All the Ports of the Eaft Side round to thic
South are open, for the Space of 55 Leazucs,
beginning with Port Daupbin, and procecding
Port Touloufe, which is almoft at the Entry of the
Streights of Canfo, or Paflagesof Fronfar. Everv
where elfe it 1s difficult to find Anchorage even tor
fmall Veflels, either in the Bays, or between tix
Ifles.  All the North Coaft is very hizh, and al-
moft inacceffible ; noris it morce eafy to go afhore
on the Weft till you come to the Paflace cof

' Froicjoc
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Dronfur before-mentioned, upon leaving whic
vou fall again upon Port Toulonfe, formerly called
»FS.,’.‘. Pc‘[ﬁ"s.

This Port lies properly between a Kind of
Gulph, called Little St. Peter’s, and the Ifle of
St Peter, over-againtt the Ifles of Madame, or
Nawrepas. From thence advancing to the Scuth
Euit, and paffing feveral other Bays, you come
to that of Gabori,or Gabaron, the Entry of which,
about 20 Leagues from the Ilands of St. Peter, is
icague broad between Ifles and Rocks. One
may 7o veryv near all thefe Ifles, fome of which
sdvance a League and a Half out into the Sea.
‘The Loy runs m two Leagues, and affords very
good Anchorage.

‘i e Haven of Louisturgh, formerly Engli?
ffoven, is diftant from that of Gaboiz only a
lirge League. It is onc of the fineft (/) in all
hierzea, almoft four Leagues in Compafs, and
all over about 6 or ~ Fathom deep. The An-
chorage 1s good, and Ships may be run on
tsround in the Shallows without the Hazard of
lofing tbem. The Entry is not above 400 Yards
acrois, between two fmall Ifles; and it may be
known 12 Leagucs oft at Sea by Cape Loicribec,
which 1s but a little Way diftant on the North
Eait.

Two Leagues higher is Porte de la Baleine, or
IFhale Port, the Entry of which is difficult, be-
caufe of feveral Rocks, which the Sca covers
when it is agitated. Ships of above 500 Tons

can-

() A Feurval lately publith’d of the Proceedings of the Neaw
Evylond Iand Forces, demies this, and fays Louifburgh is tut an iu-
d.tfcrent Harbour for Shipping . But probably this Writer had not

been there lorg erovgh to exrmine it, whereas the Jefu t wriges
from the mmany vears Baperience of his Conntrymen, ’
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cannot enter here, but then they ride in very
great Safety.  From thence it is but two Learues
to the Bay of Panadou, or Mcnadou, the I'n-
trance of which is about a League broad, from
whence it runs in about two Leagues.  Almott
over-againtt it is the Ifle of Scorors, formerly
Little Caope Breton, and the Ifle of Poit Char-
train, which is at moft bLut two Leagues in
length. The Bay of Alirdis feparated from this
only by a very narrow Point of Land. The En-
trance of this Bay 1s two Leagues over, and 1
runs eight Leagues into the Country. It grows
narrower as one advances, and receives a greu:
iany Rivulets and fmall Streams.  Large Ship
may run up init 6 Leagues, and find very good
Anchorage, fheltered from the Winds. Beiides
the Ifle of Scatari, here are a great many
fmaller, and Rocks that are feen at a great Dit-
tance, the Sea never covering them. The largeti
of thefe Rocks is called the Forzllon.

The Bay of Morienne s higher fll, and fepa-
rated from the Bay of Mire by Cape Erulé, or
Cape Burnt. A little higher is Flat 1jle, or Gun-
Flint Ifle, direttly in 46° 8" of Latitude. Therc
are good Openings between all thete Hles and
Rocks, and they may be approach’d withou
Danger.

Advancing from thence to the INorch Wedt we
come to Indigna, which 15 a gocd Haven, b
for fmall Veflels only. From fudiana 1o Spoes
ard’s Bay is two Leagues, the Lowr bung o
very fine Haven. The Entrance is not a M
over ; but it enlarges as we advance inwards, ai:
at the Diftance of a League divides inte owo
Branches, which may be atcended theee Lengue.

¥ by

-~
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They are both very good Ports, and might be
made better at a fmall Expence. From this Bay
to the leffer Entrance of Labrader 1s two
Leagues, and the Ifle, which feparates the leffer
Futrance from the Greater, is about the fame
Breadth.

Labrader is a Gulph, about 20 Leagues long,
and three or four over where broadeft. It is
reckon’d only a League and a Half from the
larce Entrance of this Gulph to Port Dauphin,
or St. Amne’s Port, and there is very fafe An-
chorage among the Ifles of Cibon. A Slip of
_and, or Kind of natural Mole, almoft entirely
shuts up this Port, and leaves Room for the
Paflage of only one Ship at a Time. The Port
is two Leagues in Circuit, and fcarcely are the
Winds felt in it by the Ships, on Account of the
Mountains and high Lands that environ it. The
Shore is every where fo bold, that you may ride
as near to it as you pleafe.

All thefe Harbours and Ports being fo near to
one another, it would be eafy to make Roads by
Land between them, than which nothing would
be more advantageous to the Inhabitants, who by
{uch Communications would be faved the Trou-
ble of going round by Sea in the Winter Seafon.

While France was in Pofleflion of Acadia,
and the fouthern Coaft of Newfoundland, no
sreat Account was made of this Ifland. Meflieurs
Raudet were the firft who perceived it did not
deferve to be neglected, and even attempted to
make it one of the principal Objeéts of the Mi-
nitry’s Attention with regard to New France. In
1706. they fent a Memorial to Court, of which
the Reader will be pleafed to fee the Subftance

hese,
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here, as it gives a good Account of what was the
State of this Colony at that Time. I may ven-
ture to advance, that if this Memorial does not
perfuade all thofe, who read this Narrative, that
Ifle Royale is preferable to Acadia itfelt, it will
at leaft convince them, that after the Cefiion of
that Province, and the Port of Plucentia to the
Crown of England, a {olid Eftablithment in this
Ifle was indifpenfably neceffary (g).

Reafons affigned by Meffieurs Raudot
for making an Eflablifbment at Cape

Breton.

TH E two Intendants begin with fuppofing
that the principal, and almoft the fole
View in raifing the Colony in Canada, was the
Commerce of Furs, efpecially Beaver; which
however is not true farther than with refpect to
private Perfons. But they well remark, that it
thould have been forefeen that in courle of Time
either the Stock of Beaver would be exhaufted,
or the Commodity itfelf would grow too com-
mon; and confequently, that it wou’d not be
fufficient to fupport a Colony of this Importance;
that it was already, in fa&, fallen into the
latter of thefe two Inconveniences, the Abun-
dance of Beaver Hair having ruin’d the Trade.
Private Perfons, who have nothing in view but to
make Fortunes in a fhort Time, do not regard

C * this:

{g) This Neceflity for making fuch Eftablikment on the Side of
the French was altogether as ftrong for us 1o rake it from them the
firft Opportaniry, and fhould Le for our keeping it, as will appeat
more clzarly as we pracred.
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this: They care not what becomes of New
France, when they have drawn out of it fuffici-
ent to live at Eafe in the O/,

They obferve farther, that the Commerce of
Beaver cow’d never fubfift more than a very li-
mited Number of Inhabitants : That the Ufe of
this Merchandize could never be general enough
to fupport and enrich an entire Colony ; and
th.t the Confumption being certain, the Inconve-
nience above-mention’d could not be avoided,
without falling into the former : That for want
of making thefe Obfervations, the Inhabitants of
Nezo Irosce are attached almoft folely to this
Commerce, as if they were certain that the Bea-
vers would reproduce their Species as readily as
the Cod-fith in the Sea, and that the Sale of
their Skins would be equal to that of the faid
Fith : Whereforethey have made it their principal
Coouparion to hent in the Woods, in order to
oct theie Yurs. Thefe long and frequent Voy-
aces have accuftom’d them to a Life of domeftic
Indoknce, which they find it difficult to leave,
tho' their Expeditions produce but little, on Ac-
count of the low Value of the Beaver.

The Songlifh, they add, have followed a Con-
duct very different. . Without amufing thein-
feives m uavelling fo far from Home, they have
cultivated their Lands, cftablith’d Manufa@ures,
erected Glut-Tioufes, open’d Mines of Iron,
buiit Ships, and all alonmleok’d on the Furs enly
as onacecinay Avtide, of which they made no
great Aocount. ’

Meceility, it iy true, Jid at laft cpen the Eyes
of the Cuiadans : They faw themtelves obliged
to culiivate uecand Hemp, to meke Cloths, and

verv
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very bad Druggets, of the Wool of their old
Cloaths, mix’d with Linen Thread: But the
long Habit they had contratted of doing no-
thing, did not fuffer them altogether to cmerpe
from their Mifery. They have, indeed, Bread
and Cattle {ufficient to live on; but many have
nothing to cover themfelves with, and are obliged
to pafs the Winter, which is very long, and ve-
ry fevere, with only fome wild Goat-fkins upon
their Backs.

And yet the King expends every Yearan hun-
dred thoufand Crowns 1n this Colony : The i"ur
are worth about two hundred and eighty thoufand
Livres; the Oil, and other Provifions bring in a-
bout twenty thoufand Livres; the Penfions upon
the Royal Treafury, which the King gives t..
private Perfons, and the Revenues that the Bi-
thops and Scminaries receive in Frarzce, amouns
to 5o thoufand Franks. Here we {ve the whole
Produce of New France is confined to fix hun-
dred and fifty thoufand Livres: This is the Sum
total it has for the Bafis of its Commerce ; and it
is evident, that this can never be fufficient to fup-
port a Colony of twenty, or twenty-iive thoufand
Souls, and to fupply what fhe is now obliged to
draw from Fraice.

The Affairs of the Colony were formeriy up-
on a better Footing, and the King expended
more in them. She fentinto France to vie Va-
lue of a Million of Livres in Beaver, yet was not
then fo well peopled : But fhe has always drawn
off more than fhe wus in a Condition to pav,
which caufed her to lofe her Credit with e
Merchants in France, who are no longer 1n
Humour to fend Effects to the Merchants of Co-

C 2 ),’.,'“’n‘
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nada without Letters of Exchange, or good Se-
curity, From hence, and the Lofs of Value in
the Beaver, it follows, that it was neceflary to
fend into France all the Money of Canada to
procure Goods: So that there has been a Time,
when perhaps there were not a thoufand Crowns
of Specie in the Country. This Defect was fup-
plied by Paper Money, and it is needlefs to re-
peat the Inconveniences of this Money, and the
Reafons there were to fupprefs it.

Mefhieurs Raudof, after having thus fet forth
the Condition of New France down to the Year
1706, with regard to its Commerce and general
Stock, exhibit the Means which they imagine
may render it more flourithing. This Colony,
fay they, may make a Trade of its Provifions,
and other Produions and Manufactures which
will enrich it. The Provifions are falt Flefh, and
Cod: The other Produéions and Manufaétures
are, Mafts, Planks, Timber for Building, Neck-
laces, Pitch and Tar, Oil of Whales, Porpoites,
and Grampuffes, Hemp and Flax; to which may
be added, Iron and Copper. There wants no-
thing but a Vent for all this, and the Means of
a little lowering the Wages of the Workmen.

The Difficulty upon thislaft Article proceeds
from the Indolence of the Inhabitants, and the
Dearnefs of French Goods. At a Time when
there is little Work, the Workman will do no-
thing under 25 Sols 2 Day, becaufe he wears out
more of his Cloths and Tools than he can be a-
ble to replace at a lefs Price, and at the fame
Time maintain himfelf. On the other Side, the
Goods of Europe are as dear again in Canada as
they are in France, This feems exorbitant: But

if
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if we confider the Affurance of 25 per Corz
(which indeed is not fo high but in tln](, of
War,) the Expence of Commiffion, Freightage,
which fometimes exceeds forty Crownsa Ton, the
Advance of Money, theWarchoufe-room that muft
be paid to the Commitlioners, the Non Payment
of Letters of Exchange when they are due,
which often happens, and the Exchange at Pa-
15, we fhall find the Merchant is no great Gain-

r: In fact, thereare no rich Men in the Coun-
try.

The Queftion then is, how to raife the Colony
of Canada, to employ ull the People, every one
according to his Talents, and to put private Per-
fons in the Way of fubﬁﬁmﬂr by leflening the
Price of Merchandize ? Now this End feems at-
tainable, if a Place be found out whither they
may carry conveniently, and at fmall Expences,
their own Commodmes and where there may
receive Goods from France to carry back with
them. By this they will get a Part of the
Freightage both Ways; and thofe of the Inhabi-
tants, who are now funk in Idlenefs, or do no-
thinc but hunt, will be employ'd in Navigation.

Our two Intendants then put the Quettion,
Whether this vvould not be preludlcml to EFrance
by taking avuy a1 Pat of the Profit of her
Goods ! They aniwer, No; becaufe the Freight-
age gain’d by the Inhabitants of N Fraice,
will be immediately made up to O/d Fraice, n
the Confumption of a greater Part of her Goods.
For Example, thofe who now do nothing, and
cover themfelves with Goat-fkins, as {con as
they are employ’d will be able to cluih tlfaem—,

clves
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ielves in French Stuffs.  And a more convenient
Place cannot be found for this Defign, than the
Ifland of Cape Breton.

Let it not be faid, that if this Ifland draws
from Canada a Part of the Commodities which
France might furnith her with, that is therefore
fo much cut off from the Commerce of the
Kingdom : For in the firft Place, the Anfwer to
the former Objection deftroys this likewife ; be-
caufe the Profits which Canada may make by this
Commerce, will always return to the Profit of
the Kingdom: For New France can never do
without a great many of the Merchandizes of
the Cld. She will by this Means draw from
thence a zater Quantity, for which the will pay
her the Money that fhic receives from Cape Bre-
¢on for her native Commodities.  In the fecond
Place, 1t will be no great Damage to France that
to much of her Corn, and other Neceflaries of
Life, are not carried out, finc. the cheaper her
Provifions are, the more Workmen fhe will have
tor her Manufa&ures.

This Ifle, continues the Memorial, is fituated
in fuch Manner, that it will form a natural inter-
mediate Magazine betwixt O/d and New France.
it can furnith to the firft, of its own Growth,
Salt Fifh, Oils, Pit Coal, Lime-ftone, Wood for
Building, &, It will furnith to the Second the
Goods of the Kingdom at a much cheaper Rate
than they coft at prefent; it will draw from thence
great Part of its Subfiftance, and fpare it, in re-
turn, a confiderable Part of the Freightage of
European Goods: Befides that the Navigation
trom Quebec to Cape Breton will make a great

many
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many good Sailors of People that are now ufe-
lefs, and even a Charge to the Colony.

Another conhderablc Advantage, which ths
Eftablithment would procurc to Concde, is, that
fmall Veflels might be fent from thence to catch
Cod and other Fifh, the Oil o which might be
extrated at the Mouth of the River. Thele
Veflels would be fure to difpefe of their Cargocs
at Cape Breten, and to load there again with
French Merchandize : Or elfe a Veilel might be
fent from Quebec laden with the Commodities of
the Country, and take up Salt at Cape Breseir tor
Fithing in the Gulph ; and when fhe vius laden
again with Fifh, return to Cape Breion and dii-
pofe of it. By this Means fhe might lay out the
Profits of both Voyages in the Merchandizes of
lrance, to be difpofcd of in Canade.

Upon this Head it is plopu to take nctice,
that what has hinder a vhe Cowadans from ﬁﬂm‘ﬂ
in the Gulph, and ut the Lutrance of Sz l
rence’s River, was tiie Meodfiiey mey Wre Under
of carrying thelr Fith to Q_zztv ¢y, where they
could not have made encugh of it to pay Sui-
lor’'s Wages, and other Charg ges, con fcenng the
Length of the Voyage; and that cven i they
had bcen fo fortunate as to make fumne Profit,
which feldom happen’d, that Profit wis not con-
fiderable enough to encourage them to continue
fuch a Commerce.

The two Colonies mutually helping each cther,
and their Merchants growing ruh by the conti-
nual Commerce they would curry on, tney might
affociate in Enterprizes equaly advantageous o
both, and confequently to the Kingdom; were it
only to open the Iron Mines, which e i
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great Abundance about the Three Riwers: For
then the Woods and Mines of the Kingdom
might have fome reft, or at leaft there would be
no Occafion to buy Iron from Sweden and Bif-
cay. Moreover, the Ships which go from France
to Canada run a great Rifk in coming back, e-
fpecially if they do not make their Voyage in the
Spring : But the fmall Veflels of Quebec will ha-
zard nothing in going to Cape Breton, becaufe
they may chufe their Time, and always have ex-
perienced Pilots. What can hinder them from
making even two Voyages in a Year, and by this
Means faving the French Ships the Trouble and
Danger of getting up the River of St. Laurence,
which will fhorten their Voyage a full Half?

Nor is it only by augmenting the Confumption
of Goods in New France that the propofed Efta-
blithment will be ufeful to the Kingdom, but by
the Convenience it will furnith of fending the
Wines, Brandies, Stuffs, Ribbands, Taffetas, &c.
of France to the Englifb Colonies (a). This
Commerce might turn to great Account, becaufe
the Engli/l would fupply themfelves at Cape Bre-
ton, and in Canada, with all the Goods, not onl
for the Continent of America, where their Co-
lonies are exceedingly populous, butalfo for their
Iles, and thofe of the Duzch, with which they

carry

(a) This firgle Rezfon, if there were no other, fhould deter.
mine us eternally aghinft ever parting with this Ifland again now we
are in Pofleflion of it. What would fignify thofe Colonies beirg
nominally ours, if the French could find Means to work us out of
that Commerce by which alone they are profitable to their Mother
Country ? To what a Degree they had dore this before our taking
of Louifburgh I hive not heard computed: Bur certainly they
would have grown uwpon us in this Article, as their Cclony had in-
creafed in Peole, Wealth, and Tr-Feu, T :
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carry on a Trafhick. By this Means a great deak
of Money would be drawn out of thote Colo-
nies, even tho’ the Impofition of our Commeodi-
ties was not openly permitted (4).

Upon the whole, nothing is more capable than
this Settlement to engage the Merchonts of
France in the Cod Fifhery, becaufe the Ifland of
Cape Breton furnithing Canada with Merchan-
dizes, the Veflels, which fhall come thither from
France upon this Fithery, may load partly with
Merchandizes, and partly with Salt, and fo make
double Profit: Whereas at prefent the Ships of
France, which go on the Cod-Fithery, load
with Salt only. Add to this, that the Augmen-
tation of the Fithery may enable France to fur-
nith Sparn and the Levant with Salt-fith, which
would bring a great deal of Money into the
Kingdom.

The Whale Fifhery, which is very abundant
in the Gulph, towards the Coafts of Labrader,
or New Britamn, and in the River St. Laurcice
up to Tadouffac, may prove another of the mcit
folid Advantages of this Eftablithment, The
Ships that go upon this Fifhery, may load in
France with European Gocds, and either vend
them at Cape Breton, or leave t]mn with Corre-
fpondents; and taking in empty Caiks ut the fume
Place, may proceed on the Filheiy., Which
Fxfhcry is the more eafy here, as it is carricd on

in the Summer, and not in thc Winter, as in the
D North

() The French Writers often talk O“t:n]y of the Sunlyt Love
of clandeftine I'rade, and Savary gives it as his Opun on that
even the Dread of Dcath would not deter our Smugglcrs at houo e
from runcing our Wool to Fraxce, and bringing back thetr Com:
modites. 1% it not Lime we fhould throw off at ongce the Danger

Zud Scinial of this pernicicus Pracuie?
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North of Ewrofe, where the fithing Veflels are
obliged to ply in the Midit of Mountains of Ice,
undc" which the Whalcs are often loft after thcy
are harpoon’d.  Thus the fithing Ships will gain
hoth upon the Goods they carry to Cape Breton,
ard upen the Fithery itfelt ; and this double Pro-
fit will be made in lefs Tlrne, and with lefs Ha-
zard, than the fingle Profit that is made in the
North of Eurcpe by only the Oil extracted from
the Whales; and the Money, which we now
carry to the Dutch for this” Oil, will remain
among ourfelves,

It has been already remarked, that the Ifland
of Cape Breton can furnifh, of her own Growth,
abundance of Mafts, and Timber for Bmldmg
This Ifland lies convenient alfo for drawing
meore of the fume Sorts from Canada ; which
would zugment the reciprocal Commerce of the
two Colonies, and procure to the Kingdom a
crcater auluv of building Ships. The Timber
may be taken up in the Iﬂe without our being
obliced to buy it of Forcwners A Commercc
mav be alto carry’d on w1th the dntilles Ifies i
Mats and Fir- meL which would Conildela-
tiv lower thic Price of thofe Commodities. W ho
could even hinder our building Ships at Cape Bre-
oy which might be iupphed from Canada
with all that was v'mtmg in itfelf for that Pur-
poie f ‘They would coft much lefs there than in
France, amd we might even fell Ships to thofe
Forcw;ncrs of whom we row buy them.

In fine, there cannot be a more commodious
Place to put in at, nor a more fecure Retreat,
than the Ifland ot Cape P?'thll, for all Ships that
come from anv Part of America whatfoever, if

they
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they fhould happen to be purfued, or furprifed
in bad Weather, or be in Want of Water, Food,
or Provifions. Befides that in Time ot War it
might ferve for a Place to cruife from, a Place
that might ruin the Commerce of New Eug-
land (c¢): And with Fortifications there, which
might eafily be raifed, we might make ourfelves
Mafters of the whole Cod-fithery, by keeping
only a {mall Number of Frigates, ready to itep
out of the Ports of the Ifland, and return into
them as there might be Occafion.’

The two Intendants, after having thus et forth
the Advantages of the new Eftablithment they
had projected, applied themiclves to fucilitate
the Means of making it, and anfwering the Difli-
cultics that might bc objelted to their Project.
They remarked firft, That it wa: not proper to
trutt this Undertaking in the Hands of a Compa-
ny, becaufe the Spirit of all Socictics puflies
them on getting a great deal in a little Time, on
abandoning or negle¢ting Enterprizes that do not
immediately produce great Profits, cn giving
themfelves little Concern about laying folid Foun-
dations for Eftablithments, and on having no Re-
gard tothe Utility of the Inhabitants, to whom,
they fay, We muft not give too much Advantage,
if we would engage them to fettle in new Colo-
nies.”  What occafioned the French incorporated
Companies to talk in this Manner, was the Ex-
perience of thofc who till that Time had poficiz’d

D2 cither

(c) Tt was this Reafon, in all Pro a'ility, that more than anv
other prompted the New Eugland People o th ir Attonpt of Las
Year,
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either the Dominion or exclufive Commerce of
New France, and the llles of America.

The Intendants agreed, after all, that the En-
terprife of eftablithing Cape Breton could not be
gone thro’ without great Expence ; but then they
pretended, that, without making it any Expence
to the King, if they had only certain Sums ad-
vanced, of which the Reimburfement might be
fecured to his Majefty’s Treafury, it would be ea-
fy inthree Yearsto put this Ifland in a Condition
of fupporting itfelf, and becomeing in a few Years
more a very confiderable Place. The Helps they
manded the Loan of, and the Means they pro-
pofed for reimburfing the Charge, were as follow.

1. The King has no Occafion for a great Num-
ber of his Ships in Time of Peace, when they
either perith in the Ports, or only take a little
Diverfion at Sea: It would be doinga public Ser-
vice therefore, to find them real Occafions of go-
ing Voyages. Thus the King would lofe no-
thing by lending fome of his light Veflels for the
Tranfportation of every Thing neceflary to make
the Eftablithment in Queftion. The Effe&s,
which they would bring back even the firft Year,
would at leaft pay the Wages of Seamen, Provi-
fions, and Wear and Tear: For by taking previ-
ous Meafures, their Lading back in Pit-coal,
Lime-ftone, Mafts, Poles, and other Wood,
might be got ready, fo as to coft nothing but the
putting on board. The two following Years an
Addition might be made of Planks, Split Tim-
ber, Oils, dried Fifh, and other Commodities,
which the Inhabitants might begin to give in Pay-
ment of the Money advanced fcr their Eftablith-
ment,and which ought to be regarded as fo much

ready
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ready Money, becaufe ready Money muft be gi.
ven for the fame Things to Forcigners.  In the
mean time, the Augmentation of the Cod-fithery
would augment the King’s Revenue arifing from
that Merchandize,

2. Four compleat Companies of Soldiery
would be fufficient for the firft Year: But it will
be neceffary to be particularly careful in the
Choice of the Soldiers, that they are all Men of
fome uifeful Trade, as Mafons, Carpenters,
Smiths, Hewers of Timber, and above all La-
bourers ; that they are alfo young, active, heal-
thy, and good Workmen. Such a Choicc as thix
will not be difficult to make as foon as the War i
over. It would beeven proper to take the firft
Companies from Canada, where the Men are al-
ready experienced in the making of new Efta-
blithments, and capable to inftruct thefe that may
. come afterwqrds from France.  But it fcems above
allindifpenfably ncceffary, that theGovernor of the
new Colony fhall have Power to give all the Sol-
dicrs who may defire it leave to marry : For they
will defend the Country better in the Quality of
Inhabitants, than in that of Soldiers; the Cem-

anies will become a Nurfery of Inhabitants, and
1t will not be difficult to recruit them z2nnually, to
keep them always compleat.

3. What regarded the Tranfportation of Inha-
bitants, the Neceflity of furmthing the Colony
with Provifions during the two firft Years, the
military Stores and Merchandizes neceflary to be
fent thither, the Fortifications it would be requi-
fite to make, the ready Money that thould be at
firft diftributed, the annual Charges, the Do-
mains and Rights annex’d to themy, the Concef-

* fions
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fions made in favour of Communities and private
Perfons, the Duties of Importation and Exporta-
tion; all thefe were explin’d by the two Magi-
ftrates, with fuch an Exaltnefs, Underftanding,
Perfpicuity, and Order, the whole fupported by
folid Proofs, that nothing more could be wanting
to demonftrate, that the King would run no
hazard in advancing Money upon this Eftablifh-
ment; that thofe Advances would not be fo con-
fiderable as might have been apprehended, and
that they weuld be reimburfed in three Years.
M. Raudot the Son, neverthelefs, in the Year
1708, judged, that it might be more proper not
to proceed fo faft, but to eftablith the New Co-
lony by little and little: To begin by {ending
Troops, who fhould fet on Foot the Fifhery; and
then to fend hired Servants and French Mariners,
a Part of whom fhould become Inhabitants.

There 1s great Reafon to think that the War,
which continued fome Years after this, and em-
ploy’d the whole Strength of France, and all
the Attention of the Miniftry, hinder’d his Ma-
jefty's Council from purfluing fo beautiful and
well-digefted a Proje¢t; a Project that appear’d
equally advantageous both to Ol and New
France. This however 1s certain, that after the
Ceflion of Placentia and Acadia to the Crown
of England, the French having no Place left
where they could dry their Cod, nor even pea-
ceably fith for it, but this Ifle of Cape Breton, a
Sort of Neceflity lay on them to make there a
folid Eftablithment, with Fortifications.

They began by changing the Name, impofing
that of Ifle Royale, or Royal Ifland, inftead of
Cape Breton, 'The next Thing deliberated on

was
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was the Choice of a Port, where it would Le
proper to eftablith the General Quarters.  Con-
cerning this the Opinions were long divided be-
tween Englifh Haven and St. Anmne’s Port. 1
have already faid, that the firft is one of the fin-
eft Harbours in all Awericn; that is almoft four
Leagues in Compafs, having Anchorage every
where in fix or feven Fathom of Water; that
the Anchorage is fo good, that Ships may be
run a-ground on the Shallows without Hazard;
that the Entrance is not 200 Toifes, or 1200
Feet over, between two tmall Ifles which can
eaftly defend it. Here are alto Cod-fifh in Abun-~
dance, and the Fithery may be curied on from
the Month of Apri/ to the End of Deccinber.
But the Objections againft this Place were, that
the Ground is barren all round about it, and that
it would coft immenfe Sums to fortitv it, becaufe
all the Materials muft be fetch’d from a ereat
Diftance : Befides, that it had been remaried,
there was no fandy Shoal in this Haven large
enough for more than forty Fithing Veflcle,
I have obferv’d, that there is a very fccure
Road before St. Anne’s Port among th- Tiles of
Cibou, and that a Slip of the Muin Land almeft
entirely fhuts up the Port, leaving a Pafluge only
for one Ship at a Tiume. ThisPort, thus thut
up, is almolt two Leagues in Compafs, and of «n
Oval Figure, deep enough for Ships every-where
to ride clofe to the Shore; that, thro” the i
of the Shores, and the Mountains which iurronnd
aud cover them, the Winds are fcarccly 12t heie -
To which thofe who declared in favour of tin
Port added, that it mught be render’d smpres-
mable at a{mall Expence, and that sors minhe

FRYN
LR
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be done for 2000 Franks, than for 200,006
at Engli/h Haven, becaufe every Thing might be
tound here, that was neceffary for building and
forufying a great City.

It is moreover certain, that the Greve, Shoal,
or Beach here, isas large as that at Placentia ;
that the Fith are here in great Abundance; that
a great deal of good Tunber grows hexcabouts
efpecmllv Maplc, of the Black Cherry-tree,
and Oaks exceeding proper both for building and
mafting of Ships, fome being from twenty-eight
to thlrty cight Feet in Height; that Marble 1s
hcre common; that the Soil 1s for the moft par
good, and that upon both the Litle and Greaz‘
7 aérm’or which are but a League and an half
diftant, the Ground is exceeding fertile, and might
contain and fupport a great Number of Inhabi-
tants.  In a word, this Port is only four Leagues
trom Spaniards-Bay, which is another very good
Huven, where the Lands are excellent, and co-
vered with Timber proper both for Conftruction
and Mafts. "Tis true, they cannot fith here with
Shallops, becaufe of the Weft Winds which ufu-
ally blow ; but they may do it with fmall Boats,
as at Boffon.

The only Inconvenience of Port St. Anne,
which all the World allows to be one of the
fineft in the New World, is, that it is not eafy
to come into it. ‘This fingle Inconvenience, af-
ter much weighing the Matter, and half refol-
ving now to eftablith here, under the Name of
Port Dauphin, and now at Engli/» Harbour, by
the Name of Louisburgh, at laft determined for
the latter, And as the Facility of Entrance gave
this the Preference, no Coft has teen fpared to

recder
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render it commodious and impregnable; The City
15 built upon a Point of Land, which forms the
Entrance of the Port. M. de Coftebelle, who had
loft his Government of Pracentia; by the Delive-
ry of it to the Englifh, wasentrufted with that of
the new Colony ; and M. de St. Oxide, his Lieu-
tenant, was his Succefior.

It was at firft intended to tranfport into I/
Royal, all the French that were fettled in Acadia.
Even all the Savages, whoin we comprehend un-
der the Name of Abenaguss; were invited thither,
and fome of them had in fact begun to form a little
Town: But the French, who had before with’d
for aRemoval, havinghothing afiigned them inlieu
of what they poflefs’d in Acadia, and being better
ufed by the Engli/h Governor, who knew the Va-
lue of a People already fettled. concluded at laft,
after long Deliberation, to remuin in their Cole-
nies.

They were very near changing Opinion, hLow-
ever, in 1720. Mr. Philip Richards being appoint~
ed Governor of New England and Acadia, was
furpriz’d at his Arrival to fee the French remain iu
the latter Province as Subjeéts of the moft Cliri-
ftian King, (2) and that the Exg/i/l were content
to leave them in quiet, while they attempted no-

) thing

(a) We have never heard but that thele People, tho” Catholics
in Religion, have demeancd themfelves as goca b abjedts of Greas
Birtain. 'They would, no doubt, be g'2d to fee their own Natioa
again Mafters in this Country ; but we have had two Inftinces,
within two Years paft, that they are not inchn’d w contnbure 2ny
Afliftance towards making them fo; forn the sieges of drepos
Koyal, when the Craad.in Freneh wece affifted by the Jndiam N
ons, we dont find that the French of Myva Svstiz attempred to niz
in their Favour; which hid they dons, perhaps the Enemres !\,.J.
been Maler: of Aoadia b-fore we hid mads any Acempr an (e
Breton.
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thing againft the Service of the Crown of En-
chind “that they enjoy’d the fame Prerogatives
thcv h ad cnjoy’d under their natural Soverwm
thit they h Wl their Catholic Priefis, and the 1xcu
© \uLm ot their Religion; and that they keptup
a Find of Corred nondm‘ < \.uh Ific Reyale,

1ie was told, that the Government had t thought
propor to ¢rint thamn all this, to prevent their re-
tirinyg Gither into Canac ‘a, ot Ifle Royale, as they
were permitted to do in virtue of the Treaty of
Ll/u/.x, and cven to carry cff their moveable,
and fell their immoveable Effeés;  that by this
means the Charge of fending over a new Colony
had been faved, which muft otherwile have been
done, in order to replace this; and that moreover
it wonld hove been difficult to find Inhabitants fo
Lubwicus and induftrious as thefe s ‘That as to the
rc:l, they had not abufed the Indilgence, and
thatit was cwing to them that the Savages, in Al-
lmnc~ with ]umw had for fome Time left the
onalih m mrmv.

T} ¢ Captain General either did not tafte thele
Reafens, or believing that Time could change the
T\‘Thl(, oi "Uhings, concludcdhu might, w1thougany
Nifiput the French upon the func I‘ummﬂ as the
Frrcapt. Hebegun by forbidding them axl Com-
meice wiih ffe [w\'u/( and  atterwards let them
know, that e gave them but fout Menths to
Like (a) the Oath of Fidelity to the King of Lu-
wletis d, s Suby yects ought to do to their Sovereign.

I\/I . dé’

a, Qar Feen-? Agthor i probably m:itaken here, and means the
O.th o Ak,krmon, inttead of the Outh of Allegnnce which no
Fentie cerranly would refulerto a Government they chole to hu
onder, and were prote€ted by : Norindeed is it prob ble they v

bive been left 10 guet as be defuribes them, f they had 1€ ruisa
“fas latrer Ouch.
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M. de St. Ovide, who was foon informed of
this new Pretenfion, advertifed the Inhabitants
what would be the Confequence, if they fub-
mitted to what was required of them.  They
had no Occafion for this Advice of the Treich
Governor, having given an immediate Antwer to
the Captain General, as became them, That ir
he endeavoured to compel them, ke would bring
down the Natives upon him, who would never be
forced to fuch an Oath of Fidelityas would deprive
them of their Paftors. 14) This Anfwer hud its
Effet; Richards did not think proper to break
with the Savages, his Neighbours, at a T
when thofe of Liwbeks vwere atready {o ill-nchind
towards the Peonle of Bofisn, nor to run the Ha-
zard of feeing Acedre without Inhabitants; for 87,
Gw/de had already concerted Meufares for faciiin.
ting to the French a Retreat in the Iland ot St
bz, whers a confiderable Eftablithment was
then talked of, and even attempted.” It will not
be foreign to our Subject to follow the French Au-
thor a little farther, and give an Account of this
Attempt,

¢ After the Ifle of Cape Breton, thatof St. Sfoli's,
which is verv near it, is the lurgeft ot all thofe in
the Gulph of St. Laurence, and has cven this Ad-
vantage over the other, that all the Lands in it are.
fertile. It is about 20 Leagues in Length, and 0o
in Circumference ; has a fafe and commodious
Port; andis coversd with Trees of ali” the moft
ufeful Kinds. No Notice, however, had beeny
taken of this Ifand till after the Etlablithment
was begun at Cape Brefen s But then the Proxi-
mity of the two Iflands fuggeited the Thoughe,
' E 2 that

(8) The true Jeluitappears in the Original of this Paragraph, more
than we thpughc it nA:_n‘:.cﬁ;uy to follow 1n the Tranfliuon,
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that they might be of great Utility one to the
other.

In 1719 a Company was therefore formed, who
refolved to people St. Ffobn, and to employ for
that Purpofe (4) Funds more eafy at that Time
fo raife, than to preferve afterwards in the imagi-
nary Valae then affix’'d to them. The Count de
St Picrre, Mafler of the Horfe to the Duchefs
of Orleans, took this Projet upon him, and the
King, by his Letters Patent, dated in Augu/? the
fame Ycar, granted him the Iflands of St. Jobn
and Aljccu in free Tenure, without judiciary Pow-
er, which his Majefty referved to himfelf, Homage
being to be paid to his Caftle of Louifburgh, on
which it depends.---This Grant was for the Eftab-
lihment ot a Cod Fifhery,

in Junuary the next Year, the Count de Sz,
Iieie obtain’d new Letters Patent, upon the
fame Conditions, for the Ilands of Magdalen and
Bien, or Ramecs, with the Ifles adjacent, as well
for the Culture of the Lands, and clearing of the
Woods, as for the Fitheries of Cod, Grampus,
Perpoifs, &¢.and in all Appearance he had exe-
cuted his Project, if his Affociates had been like
himtelf.  But he foon met with that Difguft and
Difcouragement which are inevitable in Societies,
the Members of which have not all an elevated:
Way of Thinking, but are united meerly by In-
tereft: What will happen in all like Cafes, where
every one concern’d requires an equal Part in the
Direction,  happened to  this  Eftablithment.
When the firft Sums advanced are given without

2 | perfe&t

(%) The Au:lier fg‘paks of the A1, 7% p; Stock, which by rifing
Z}us Year to agreat ideal Value, gave the Hint.to the Sourh Sea
“chemen Droland the Year following. '
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perfeét Knowledge of the Nature and Advant.
ges of the Place, and of the Obitacles that may
be met with in the Defign ; and when there o
not a Liberty of chufing proper Perfons for the
Execution of fuch Defign, little Fruit 15 ever to
be expetted among felith Undertakers.  For
Want of having tal«.en the proper Meafures, the
firft Attempt d1d not fucceed, and as them Wi
no Probability of procceding on better Meafur
the Undertaking was abandoned.

Upon the Conclufion of the Peace of Utzrecl:.
there was a great Stir about Cape Lreron, then
called JIfle Ro ale. The French entrufted the
Eftablithment of it, as I faid, to Neil) De (o/fe-
belle and De St. Ovide, and the Eugli/h com-
plained loudly that it was given up. The City
of Lendon, in her Inftrutions to her Members in
the next thament, required them to denand
of the Minifters of the preceding Government,
why they left Canada and the Iand ot Cepe Bie-
ton in the Hands of the Fronch.

It appears farther from the Work of our Je{uit,
that the French were very app1chcnﬁ\e during
the Peace between the two Nations, that it ev er a
War broke out again betwix ¢ them, the People
of the Britifh Colomee who are able to m%i%:
fixty thoufand fighting Men, would attemypr
to get not Cape Brrton only, but Conala, out ot
the Hands of the French, who could not raife
five thoufand between fourteen Ycars oi Age and
fixty : And that Vandreuil, the Governor of Ca-
nada, acknowledged, in a Memorial laid before
the French Miniftry, that the Covasis had no
Security, during the former Wars, but i the
Friendthip of the Jndian Nations, which they

1 A .
therefore
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therefore induftrioufly cultivated ; nor could ex
et to be faved againft any future Attempt other-
wife than by their Affiftance.

As to cicadie, the Pofleflion of which was left
us by th: faid Treaty of Utrecht, it appears how
much the Country was liked by the Behaviour
of the Fronch Planters there fettled, and the In-
ftance I before quoted: And what Value the
Frend) Muittey put upon it, while they had it
i Poadiiion, 35 more fu'ly fet forth in the
Teinit's Work, from which 1 havebeen extract-

P,
~id?

N

e Vs with Regard to Newjondland, the
entre L ooedion of which was given to us by the
sune Zreary, are worth inferting, ¢ The fono-
“ [l fays he, will get 1ore by the Cetiion of
‘ what we there held than we fhatl lofe: Ior
¢ Lefides that /£ Revode will indemnify us in Part
““ for i'lucentia, all the Inhabitants of which
“ were tranfported to Louisburgh, thofe Inhabi-
« tants will find themfelves more at Eafe there
““ than ever they were in Newfeoundland : Where-
“ as the Luolith are become abfolute Matters of
“ an Ifland, where they wre before fure of no-
“ thing while they had us for Neighbours,”

This Author likewife gives us tne Hiftory of
theReftoration of Hudfon’s- Bay by the fame Peace,
in which there 15 nothing remarkable, and only
rentiens it by Way of Memorandum that Hud-
f5n’s=Biy was then reftored.

What N Swcary, in his Hifloire de Commerer,
i.ys of the ltland of Cape Breton, does not in all
Hefpedts agree with the Account of Father Char-
ooy : But fome Parte of his Article concerning

’ the

8]
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the Commerce of this Ifle will prove how right
Mefl. de Raudot were in their Opinion of the
Advantages that might be made of it, by thew-
ing what that Commerce actually was in 1723,
only Nine or Ten Years after the Foundation of
Louisturgh, when this DiGionary was firft pub-
lilhed. I fhould have been glad to have feen
this Article continued down to the Year 1742,
when the laft Edition was printed. But the Edi-
tors own they wanted Matertals upon the Affairs
of America.  We may reafonably judge, howe-
ver, that the Article of Cape Ercfon, or Louif~
burgh, might have grown to be more than three
Times (a) as coniiderable as we here fee it.  To
this Extract I thall add two or three from our own

Vriters, who made their Remarks on Occation
of the Acquifition of this Ifland to the Crows
of Great Britain.

Lxtral? from Savary's Diflionaire de
Commerce.

HE Colony of Leusburgh 1s more mo-

, dern than that of Louifrana, the Freuch
not having fettled there til 1714, after

they had ceded to the Lugh/h the Port of Plu-
centia, and the other Poits they held o New-
foundland, by the Treaty of Utreche. 'This lile
formerly (4) belonged to France under the
Name of Cape Breton, us making a Part of Ca-
VAT

(@) The Truth of this will zpresr in the followiny Extrz&s
from Lrglyp Writer;, who have writen fince, or avou:i ihe i.a%
thot this Hilond tell into the [ands of the £ 3/

{2) Seothge s,
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4ada, and the French had fortify’d it before the
Year 1640. They afterwards abandoned it
their Eftablithments in the Ifland of Newfound-
land {ufficing for their Fithermen, and Merchants
concerned in the Cod Fifhery. But the Ceffion
of Newfoundland to the Englifb, and the Prohi-
bition to the French of making any fettled Fithery
on that Ifland, made them refume their antient
Proje¢t of peopling the Ifland of Cape Breton:
And, in order to fecure to France the Pofleflion
of it hereafter, the fame Article of the Treaty
of Utrecht, which took from her Placentia,
granted her Loussburgh, exprefiing, ¢ That the
« Ifle called Cape Brcton, and all others what:
“ foever that are fituated in the Mouth and Gulph
< of St. Laurence’s River, fhall for the futuie re-
main to France, with entirc Leave for his Mot
Chriftian Majefty to fortify one or more Pla-
ces.”
Thus it was from the Ruins of the French Co-
lony at Newfoundland, and the Remains of that
of Acadia (a), ceded alfo to the Engli/b, that
Cape Breton has been peopled, and that it already
feems a flourifhing Colony, not only by the Cul-
ture of the Lands, but chiefly by the Cod Fifh-
cry.  With refpect to the latter, the Fith are in
iuch Abundance, and the Convenience of Bea-
ches to dry them on are {fo many and great, that
we flatter ourfelves this Ifle will be in no Refpe@
inferior to that we have abandoned.
Leuisburgh (6), which is the Name of the Ifle
as

(43
«

£

t.; We have before thewn thatthe F.enc/ in £ 2./ did not move

cn this Occafion.
(4 In feveral ‘Things that follow, concerning the Geography and
Defcription of this Ifland, M. Sovery differs widely from Char/e-
T
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as well as of the Fort and principal City, the
Foundations of which are already laid, is fituated
10 Leagues from Cape Caifo, in 45 Degrees
of Latitude. It isabout So Leagues in Compafs,
including the little Ifle of Mary, which lics very
near it.

The great 1fle is almoft cut in two by a Gulph,
or large Interval of Sea, called Labra.zr, which
leaves only 8oo Paces ot Land for an Ifthmus to
join the two Peninfulas,

The Lands about Labrader are but indifferent,
yet a great deal of Lime-Stones is found in them.
Thofe of St. Peter's Gulph, and the Mountains
near it, are excellent. Mines of Pit-Coal are
found 1n this Ifland, which is tranfported to the
Antilles, and fine Quarries of feveral Kinds of
Marble, Specimens of which have alrcady been
fent into France. Firs, Pines, and Oaks may
be alfo brought from hence in Abundance, tor
the Building of Ships.

In general (2) the Coafts of this Ifland arc
not very fafe, efpecially the Channel between the
great Ifle and Ifle St. Mary, which is very dange-
rous. Here are, however, many good Ports, as
Port de la Baleine, Engiifh Eaven, Spaniard's
River, and St. Anne’s Haven, which are all capa-
cious, and afford very good Anchorage.

The beft of all is St. Annc's Haven, (4) called

F at
woix, and all other Writers: So that we may fuppofe he might not
be well informed in this Particular : But with Regard to the Trade
of the Ifland, and other Things of the greatett Confequ=nce, 2
Man who was Infpettor-General at the Cuttom-Houfe of Pur:s

could not be rouch miftaken.

(a) It fhouid have diftinguithed the Eaft and South-Eatt Co.it.
from the reft.

(6) Thefe two Names, which he gives to the fame Port, beleng
to the two molt diftant good Puri; in the whole Lland.  Sce tetore
pag. s, 2, and the Map.
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ut prefent Port Toulufe, where Veflels of three
or four hundred Tons may come in at all Times,
and which might contain above 1000 Sail.  The
Haven abounds in Salmon and Mackarel. The
Coal Mines are four Leagues up Spaniard's Ri-
wer, and at the Entrance of Little Chibou, befides
foine other laces.

The French who firft inhabited this Ifle, to
thun the Danger of the Coafts, and fave them-
felves a long Voyage, ufed to fil down to the
Pownt of Lakc Labr m/w and from thence drag
over their Boats from one Sea to another, 1n or-
der to carry on their Fithery with the greateft

Lute ; Cod Fith being in great Abuudance almoft

‘.cry where about the Ifle during the whole
Summer,

The pimupal Places for the Cod Fithery,
which v the chief and almoft the only Objet
of this Colony, are Green Iffe, and the Ifles
Michaux, which are but three Leagues from Port
st. Peter, and Englifb Hover, which is diftant
10 Leagues. Here the Fithermen of Olone ufed
formerly to come and water, in order to be the firft
upon tlie Great Bank, and confequently the firft
tiwit returned to France, where dry Cod fetches a
coud Price, and has great Vent at firft coming
mn,

There is alfo a great deal of this Fifh in the
feariiicn, which is behind Cape Breton, as well
as at Nvoauiche, and the Noreh Cape.  The two
latter Places are not convenient, one being c‘lpabl’c
of holding only three Ships, and the other but a
lmgle Veffel. But as the Fith are to be caught
moft early in thefe Places, and are in the highcft

Perfcé’tx»
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Perfe&iou, the Profits over-balance the Ditficul-
ties.

Herrings and Mackarel, of which Abundance
are caught all round the Ifle, ferve tor Baits tor
“the Cod, which run at thofe Tith more greedily
than any Thing elfe. But 1t 1s not our Bufinefs
here to defcribe the Fithery, a particular Account
of that being to be met w ith clewhere.

This Itland w. as iormcrly inhabited by Savases,
and had Abundance of Elks. There is I{JPL of
bringing back the Natives by the Profits of the TTur
Trade, and many of thofe in ./eadic, who were
in Amity with tae French, when they werce
Mafters of that Country, begin to come into the
Ifle of Cape Breton.

Since the Colony has been eftablithed at Lo~
burgh, the Veflels which go to Cenada touch
there in their Return, and load with the Commo-
dities of the Ifland, efpecially Cod, which they
pay for in ready Money, Corn, or fome of thic
Produés of Quedec and Europe.  Ships alfo ar-
rive here from Normandy, J\/m,fcs, and  Rechelle,
who bring hither moft of the Eur spean Goods fox
the Ufe of Canada and the Ifles. And the King
likewife fends hither regularly fome Ships every
Yeer, who carry Stores for his Majefly's Maga-
zines, and whatever is nccefflry for the qunpmt
of the Troops and Officers in Garrifon. By the
fame Means the Inhabitants are furnithed with
whatever they want in the Colony,

The Eftablithment of [fle Royale being {o prin-
cipal an Obje& of the French Commerce fince the
Ceflion of New Frnzland and Placentia to  the
Englifh, nothing has been omitted that might not

n]y conJletc to its Support, but that mw}u
F 2 tend:
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tend to raife and improve its Fifhery, and make
it exceed the Advantages that were formerly
drawn from the two Settlements that have been
given up. Among a great Number of Inftances
that his Majefty has been pleafed to give of his
Attention  to make this new Colony flourith, one
of the principal, without Queftion, was the ge-
neral Excimption, for a Time, from all Cuftoms
at Importation, both for freth and dry Cod, and
for all the Oils drawn from Fith in and about
this Ifland, and coming from thence into the
Kingdom in Ships belonging to his Majefty’s Sub-
jedts.

. The Arret of the Council of State, which
grants this Exemption, is dated May 3, 1723.

His Mujefty ordains by it, that for the Space
of Ten Years, to begin from the firft of ‘Yuly
next, all Cod Fifh, green or dry, and the Oils
proceeding irom the Fithery of his Subjeéts at Iffe
Royale, called formerly Cape Breton,fhall be and
remain Duty-free in all the Ports of the Kingdom,
both in the Ocean and the Mediterrancan. 'This
Exemption fpecifies all the Rights of Entry be-
longing to the five great Farms ; thofe of Landing
and Confumption, in the Ports of Normandy;
thofe of the Provoftthip of Nantes ; thofe of Bour-
deaux, Bayonne, Lyons, Arles, &c. and the Ports
and Havens of all the Places that have fpecial
Privileges.

All this, however, upon Condition, that at the
Departure of Ships from the Ports of the King-
dom, the Mafters and Captains of the Veffels fhall
make their Declarations at the Office of his Ma-
iefty’s Farms, and the Regifter Office of the Ad-
miralty, of the Burthen of their Ships for the

Cod-



[ 37 ]

Cod-Fithery at Ifle Royale; of which Declara-
tion an Extract thall be delivered by the Receiver
of the Farm Office, without Expence: And that
at their Return from the Fithery, arriving in the
Ports of the Ocean, Langucdoc, Proveiice, or the
River Leire, after having made their Declaration
at the Farm Office, in the ufual Manner, of the
Ojgntity of Fifh they have on board, and of the
Oils arifing from the Fifhery of the faid Ifle Reyale,
they fhall give in the Extract of their Declaration
Departure, which Extra¢t {hall be kept and fi-
led by the Receiver, who fhall fupply him with
a Duplicate alfo without Charges, for him to
make ufe of on every Occafion.

On the 13th of Scptember the fame Year, a
like Exemption was granted, for the Fifh and
Ouls of the Itle of St. Fobm, which is reforted to
fince his Majefty’s Subjects have made the E-
ftablithment at Iffe Roval.”’---Thus far Savary.

In the Year 1732 the Trade of Cape Breton
(a) was {o increafed, that when the Flewron and
Brilliant, two Fr encb Men of War, were order-
ed upon that Station, to cruize on the Banks, ex-
amine into the State of the Fithery, and give the
Fithermen any neceflary Affiftance and Protelti-
on; and from thence to Canada, and fo back to
the Fithery again; and then to convoy thole Ships
that had made their Voyage, and were ready to
depart for Eurcpe: The Marquis de ko Maifon
Fort, who wason board one of thofe Ships, re-
marks thus on his Journal :

- *¢ Louifburgh is a good Port, and a fafe Har-

“ bour, and will be fuﬂicxently fecured againit
* all

(a) See Computatior of the Fremch FiZ:ry, &c. aftey the acturate
journa! before quoted.  Ewxon 1740,
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¢ all Infults, when the Fortifications, which they
‘¢ are now dlhgentlv at work on, come to be
* compleatly finith’d.  More than a hundred
¢« Veflels arrive here every Year from France to
¢ fith for Cod, and employ the People of the
< Country to fith for them in {mall Craft of
¢ their cwn. Thofe Fifh they falt and dry from
¢« the Beginning of JFune till Offober, when they
“ all get ready to depart, every Veflel for its
« refpective Port.  This Ifland produces fome
“ Grain likewifc: But, tho’ the Inhabitants are
more than gooo, they find their Account
much better in Fithery than Hufbandry; and
confequently the Land lies wafte, they procu-
ring all Neceflaries in Exchange for their
<« Fifh.”

Before 1 quit the French Writers upon  this
Subject, it may not be amifs to make an Extract
of the Value put upon this Ifland at its firft E-
ftablithment, by a £rench Minifter, M. de Pornt-
chartrain, as we find it in a Letter to the Duke
de Grammont, dated Sept. 9, 1713. We have
here befides a fhort Hiftory of the Beginning of
this Settlement, which in little more than 30
Years, has grown to be of the Confequence we
{hall by and by mention,

“ You will be perfuaded of the Attention I
give to procure to the Merchants that deal in
the F ithery the Means of continuing it, when I
have informed you, that the King fent from
““ Rochefort, in the Month of May laft, one
“ Frigate, to go and lay the firft F oundation of
an Eftablithment in Cape Breton, where Fifh
is much more abundant than in the Ifland of
* Newfoundland, and where one may take the

Flfh)

«
“C
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‘¢ Fifh, and manage the drying of it eafily. Thi}
“ Frigate arrived on the 16th of fune at Pla-
centia, from whence the was to continue her
““ Courfe to Cape Breton, to which Place T have
“ caufed 100 Men to be tranfported to begin
the Settlement. His Majefty will fend in the
Beginning of the Year three Ships, to traniport
¢ thither the Garrifon of Placentia, and put the
¢ laft Hand to the Eftablithment of that Port,
The Merchants of this Kingdom may fend
all fuch Ships as they fhall think fit to order for
*“ dry Fith, and for the Oil that thall be made
“ from the Fith on the faid Ifland, This la-
““ vour ought to animate the Merchants who
drive this Commerce to carry it on with Vigour
from the Advantage they will draw from it.’
It we come now to our Engli/hb Writers, we
thall find 1t a Point acknowledged, that this 1-
fland was originally the Property of England ; that
it was always accounted of great Value, and that
our Minifters were the Bubbles of France, when,
after a ten Years f{uccefsful War, they confented
to part with it to the French, upon the poor Pre-
tence of fupplying them w1th Fi(h upon their Fuft
Days. That I may not be thought to advance
this at Random, 1 fhall in th2 firft Place give
the Sentiments of that Tune, when the Peace of
Utrecht was juft concluded, 2s intredutory to
what I may hereafter {ay upon the improv’d v/
lue of this Ifland, as it appeared at the Tune of
our reducing it in j’am the laft Year. )
When the Treaty of Commerce was on oo,
the Exgli/b Council of Trade propofed fome ad-
ditional Articles, one of which was, ¢ Thut
" from henceforth all Cod, Ling, or Huiwk, <

b4
1 s
farton

(44

(43
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 f{alted Herrings, Salmon, and all Fith whatfo-
*“ ever, dry or wet, may oe freely imported from
¢ the Domintons, and by the Subjets of Great
““ Britain, in Brztdb Ships, into the Territories
“ of France without being liable to repacking,
« notwithﬁanding any Edi¢ts, Arrets, or Orders
‘* to the contrary ; ---- and alfo that the faid Bri-
““ ¢7/h Ships fhall have Liberty to fell the Fifh, fo
¢ imported, to whatever Buyer they pleafe.”

This Article his moft Chriftian Majefty reje&t-
ed, and inftead of it gave us an Exception for
our Fifh in the Body of the Treaty: And in the
Articles figned a Month afterwards, tho’ he was
pleafed to grant us Liberty to import our Fifh in-
t» his Countries, it was under fuch Duties, and
with fuch Limitations and Reftri¢tions, that the
Author of the Britifh Merchant juftly obferved,
they plainly fhewed, he wanted none at all
froin us, and that he knew very well the Value
of Cate Breton, which had been granted him by
the late Treaty. —-In another Place we have the
tollowing Paffage by the fame Author. ()

“ But the moft extravagant Part of the Story,
“ and which fhews that the French perfectly un-
* derftand what is given up to them in Cape
“ Breton, 1s ftill behind: And that is that Cod-
fith, which were formerly imported into France
by Tale and paid from 3 Livres to 8 Livres 10
“ Sols per Thoufand, muft be hereafter import-
ed in Barrels, or not at all, and pay 40 leres
« per Calk, that is five Shlllmgs per Barrel,
* Duty equal to almoft the whole Value of the
*“ Fith.  And then, as for the Expence of Cafk,

which

(@) Britith Merckan:, Vol,>II, p- 1:%
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v which is impofed on us, while their Newfound.
“ Jand Fithermen may import their own in Bulk,
and fave this Expence, it is equal to almoft all
« the Valuc of the whole Commodity. If the
“ French King had made it High Treafon for
“ any Briton to import Codfith into his Country,
“ he could hardly keep them out more effetu-
« ally than he will be able to do by this Article.
“ O Cape Breton! Cape Breton!

At the Time we are {peaking ot, there was in
this Ifland no Settlement, and the Senfe of its Va-
lue arofe only from refle¢ting on its Situation.
But no fooner did the French obtain Cape Breton
for themfclves, but they had the Addrefs to for-
tity and people it. Men of Penetiution then
forefaw that they would make of it another Dus-
kirk, in order to carry on their dry Fifhery, as
they had done before at Placentia: They fore-
faw and foretold, that this would oblige us to
keep large Garrifons in Newfoundland, in order
to prevent our being furpriz’d there. And what
an Advantage mutft it be, to have in our Handsa
Place that was ever capable of offending us, as
well as of incroaching annually upon one of the
moft profitable Articles of Commcrce, as well
as the beft Nurfery of Sailors, the Cod-Fifhery?

As to the State of Cape Breton and Louifburgh
in 1745, they are thus defcribed by Mr. Favires
Gibfon, who was a Gentleman Volunteer at the
Reduion of them under the Subjcction of Great
Britain.

(13

. . 1
« (a) This Place, which we have thus hap-
« pily made our own, may with Propriety be
G “ call’d
(&) See tie Journil of the S'ege of Lope Lretor, printed for 7.
Aewdery at the Buble and Sus o S0 Puw’s Church-yard,
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cill'd the Koy of Cunadu, and North Ame=
Fioo.
« The Tiland is near a hundred Miles long ;
and has feveral fine Harbours in it very com-
modious tor the Fithery; whereof that at
Loiijturgis is the principal.  The City is not
oniy Wi muj but as it has feveral wide Trench-

and I¥ lanl\erc it may properly be faid to be
coi Aplcatly guufon d. There is likewile a
very grand Battery, directly oppofite to the

NMouth of the Barbour, the Ordnance where-~
of confifts of wbuve 30 Pieces of Cannon, all
42 Pounders.

« The Ifland Battery, moreover, which is
planted at the Mouth of the Harbour, is of e-
qual Strength and Force.

“ Oppofite to the Ifland Battery there is alfo a
very fine and commodious Light-houfe, as well
as a noble Harbour for the largett Shlps

¢ WNear the Shore and Banl\s, which are about
20 Leazues Dittance, there are Fith in abun-
dance.

o AA to the Climate, ’tis exceeding fine for cu-
ring ¥iih, and renda msﬁ them fit for a foreign
i ket, Here are [ Lmkarcl and HCII’ngS n
P’m ty, Loth tat and lusge for Baits,

The Land here ploduges very good Wheat,
Rytand Barley ; und the Meadows the beft of
Grafe,. Refides thefe Commodities, herg are
fine Beach Wood and Flake, for the mutual Be-
nefit of the induftricus Fitherman and Farmer,
“ This Port commands not only Cape-Sable
Shore, Cunfo, and Newfoundland ; but the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, and by Confequence,

“ Canada.
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« Canada, It isa Safeguard likewife to the whole
“ Fifhery, as well as to foreign Veilils.

‘I have been inform’d by a Frrench Gentleman,
“ that the Settlement of the Ifland of Geffev cott
“ his Moft Chriftian Majefty nine Millions and
“ an Half of Money : And fince the W uar com-
menc’d, the Repairs that have been made to all
the feveral Ba'teues have been attcndcd witih
$¢ great Expence.’

Before I quit Mr. Giﬁ/}ﬂ’s Piece, I muft borrow
another Pafiage from it, which contains the Tet-
timony of an Enemy to the Greatnefs of the Ex-
pedition of the New England Pw ple.  We fhall
have more to this Purpofc ina tutum [xeract 1
am to make from the Rev. Dr.t Clowicy’s Ser-
mon on the Occifion : But I chufe to go through
with each Witnefs as I proceed.

« Affcr we had marched info the' Cit\', 'zw%

-

<«

(3

€ mvxolablv .1t‘.1chd to the I\MT of Frue in
“ Queen Anne's Wars,  This Gentleman had ta-
“ ken the New Exrgland Country Gulicv; iw
¢« affifted likewife in the taking of 7o Sl of
““ Veflels more on the Coaft of New Fuslind,
“ and now, in the above-mention’d Sicoe, he
“ came out of Louisburgh with fourlcow and
“ feven Men, in order to prevent our Txow,
¢ from landing, but was hapolly beat off : This
« Gentleman, I fav, told me, that he lnd Rt
¢ had his Cloaths off his Bkck, either by Dy or
¢ Night, from the firlt (,ommencemcnt of the
« Sxege. He added morcover, that in wll the
« Hiftories he had ever read, he never met with
« an Inftance of fo bold and pre(hmptuovs an
¥ Attempt ; that it was almoft i imprachic. i

G 2 o
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one would think, for only 3 or 4000 raw, un-
difciplin’d Men, to lay Siege to fuch a ftrong
well fortify’d City, fuch Garrifons, Batteries, &,
For fhould any one have afked me, faid he,
what Number of Men would have been fufh-
cient to have carried on that very Enterprize,
I fhould have anfwered no lefs than thirty thou-
fand. To this he fubjoined, that he never
heard of, or faw fo niuch Courage and Intre-
pidity in fuch a Handful of Men (a) who
regarded neither Shot nor Bombs: But what
was {till more furprifing than all the reft, he
faid, was this, namely to fee Batteries rais’d in
a Night's Time, and more particularly the Fa-
{cine Battery, which was not five and twenty
Roods from the City Wall; and to fee Guns,
that were forty-two Pounders, dragged by the
Englis from their Grand Battery, notwith-
ftuncing 1t was two Miles diftant at leaft, and
the Road too very rough,” .

Anothcr Authoricy for the Strength of this

Ploze, and the great Importance of it to us, we
had from a Letir inferted in the Papers in Fuly
I2{t, and faid to be written by one of the principal

Engineers (4 ) employed in the Siege. This Wri-
*

ter

(a) Dr. Ghauncy’s Sermon affigns a Reafon for this Courage and

Intrepidity, which we fhall by and by mention.

(6) This Engineer gives us the following Lift of the Artillery at

Louifburgh, when it was befieged by the Englifb.

Embrafures in the Town Wall 149, Cannon 64
Embrafures in the Grand Battery 31, Cannon 30
Embrafures in the Iland Rattery 36, Cannon 31

Cannon mounted 125
Mortars of 13 Inches Bere ' 10
Mortars of g Inches Bore 6

——

16
Almott all the B:lls were 42 Pounders.
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ter fays, that if they had not taken the 77s//lp¢s
Man of War, laden with Ammunition and Stores,
and {ix other Ships laden with Stores and Provifi-
ons, it would have been impofiible for them t~s
fucceed, notwithftanding the Ardour and good
Conductof both the Land and Sea Forces, ¢ For
“it 15, fays he, the ftrongett Harbour in the
“ Weft Indics. The French Engineer told me,
¢ the fortifying it had coft two Millions of Li-
vres (a); and if we keep it well garrifon’d,
and {upply’d with Stores, I may venture to pro-
nounce it impregnable. It is the Key to North
America, as Gibraltar is to the Mediterranean.
By this Conquett the French Fithery is entirely
ruin’d ; their Trade up the River St. Lawrence
and to Canada, is commanded, and their home-
ward-bound India-men, who ufed to put in
here in Return, for Provifions and Stores, are
deprived of all Recourfe : So that it is the fe-
vereft Blaw that could have been given to the
Enemy, and in the tendereft Part.”
The Author of a late /#eckly fournal remarks
upon this Quotation, that what 1t {ays concerning,
the homeward-bound India-men has already been
fully verified, to the great Emolument of our
Satlors, and the ftill greater Lofs and Difappoint-
ment of the common Enemy. We cannot, 1in-
deed, expect it will another Year be fuch a Trap,
that their Ships fhall voluntarily throw themfelves
into our Hands, becaufe our Pofleflion of the
Place will by that Time be known through bo}th
the

141
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(a) When Mr. Gibfon, in what precedes, fpeaks of Nine Milli-
ons and a half, I fuppofe he includes ali the Expence of fending over
annually Stores and Provifions, as well as what was expended on tao

Works.
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the Indies : But by depriving them of this Place
of Shelter and Security, this Station to wait for
Convoy to Old France, we fhall ftand a ten times
better Chance of picking them up with our Pri-
vateers and Cruizers.

This Advantage, though fo very confiderable,
feemsto have been overlook’d by Mr. AuckMUTY;
at leaft it is not mentioned in his Difcourfe upon
the Importance of Cape Breton to the Britifh
Nation, wherein the other obvious Benefits from
taking it were f{o lively depicted, that the Avw
England People were excited by it to their Under-
taking. I fhould be inexcufable were I to omit
what this Gentleman wrote upon the Cccation.

“ This Hland, fituated between Newfoundlarnd
“ and Nove Scotia, the Englifh exchanged with
“ the Fronch for Placentia in the Treaty of Urrecht;
““ and, during the late Peace between the two
“ Nations, the French, by the Advantages of the
““ Place, carried on an unbounded Fifhery, an-
nually employing at leaft 1000 Sail, from zoo
to g4oo Tons, and 20,000 Men. In the Year
1730 there was aComputation made of 220,000
“ Quintals (#) of Fith at Mar/cilles only for a
“ Market; and communibus annis they cure above

“ five Millions of Quintals (4),

<<
<<

4

¢« How

{a) A Quintal is 2 Hundred Weight.
() In the Computation ot the French Fithery, lately publifh’d,
the Acthor makes his Eftimate in this Manner.
¢ From the Gut of Confs down along Shore to Louifburgh, and
from thence to the North Eat Parc of Cope Breton, there was yearly
emwployed at lealt Five Hundred Shallsps.  And thele requireq, at
Sea and on Shore, Five Mo each; whch amount to Tevo T/ou-
fand Five Hundred Men @ And Sixty Brigantine;, Schooncrs, and
Sloops, each of Fifteen Men, make Ninc Hundred Men more : Which
together mike Three Thoufand Tiny Hundred Men,  Allow thefe ;/oo
sballsp
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* How dangerous a Nurfe of Seamen this
“ Ifland therefore has been, or will be, while

¢ in their Pofleflion, is too obvious to a Britifh
“ Confti-

Shallops to catch 300 Quintals of Fifth each in the Summer Seafon 3
and the Whole is 150,000 Quintals : Andthe 60 Brigs, Schooners,
&¢. each boo Quintals, which make 36,c00 more. So that there
is made at Cape Bretor annually of Fith One Hundred, Eighty-fix
Thouland Quintals. ;

Now, to carry this Fith to Europe, to Market, there muft be em-
ployed 93 Sail of Ships, of the Burthen of 2000 Quintals each,
one with the other; and each of thefe Ships have at leaft 20 NMen,
which are 1860 Seamen. And thefe, added to the 34c0 Fifhermen
above, make Fiwe 1houfani Tavo Hundred and Sixty Men, employ'd
at Cape Breton only in the Fithery.

At Gafpay, Quadre, and other Harbours, mentioned in the fol-
lewing Ettimation, there are Six Ships yearly, which, as they come
out from Frazce mann’d to catch their own Cargoes in Shallops,
which they haulup and leavein the Country every Winter, *till they
return the next Spring, one with another may be allowed Sixty
Hands. And, it has always been allow’d, from S¢. Malocs and
Granville they have at lealt Three Hundred Sail of thefe Ships in
this Fithery, that fith at Petit Norde, Fifpante, Belle Ifle, and the
Gulph ; whch will, all computed as above, (allowing thofe Ships,
that fo come out to make their own Voyages, to carry each 3000
Quintals) be as follows : ——

Ships. Men. Quintals,
At Cape Breton . 93 52600 —— 180,050
At Gafpay 6 360 —— 18,000
At Duadre  ————  ——— 6 —— 365 —— 18,cu0
At Purt en Bafque —_— 6 —— 260 —— 1¥0C0
At Le Frils Ifles —_— 3 — 1hy  =———  g,cCC
S¢. Malo’s len 30 — 1¥,200 §00,6C0

414 = 24,520 =-= 114G,CC0

Here it may be obje&ied, that of the Three Hundred Ships above
from St. Madses, {which trey infift upor) fome of them are {ome ef
thefe Ships above recken’'d at Ga/fpay, Luadre, (Je. Which 1s well
kiown to be fo. But then, no Leyurd 15 here had fotle
Sh.ps 1o cmploy’di among the reli, trom 8¢ Fean de L=, Bayiune,
Nantz, Howrede Grace, &7c. which go auna:lly into thufe Farts on
the fame Voyage ; which are a great muny more in Nuiber than
thofe Taventy-one Ships above ; and would, ccuid an exati Lo be
had, much {weil the Account. ‘

: A Befites




[ 48]
<« Conftitution ; and it is as demonftrable, the
“ Recovery of a Place of this Confequence will
“ entirely break up their Fifthery, and deftroy
“ this

Befides all thefe, there have been conflantly from the River Sen-
dre, Olune, Poitenx, Hawvre, (Fc. One Hundred and Fifty Ships at
lealt, the French fay Two Hundred Sail, employ’d in the Mud [ifbe-
7y, or Mort Vet (as they call it) from Sixteen to Twenty-four Men
each: Which carry home, upon an Average, from Taventy-tawo
“Theufand to Thirty Theufand Fifh in Number ; which make, on the
moft moderate Ettimate, One Hundred and Fifty Sail of Ships: And,
on a Medium, Taventy Men each, are Three Thoufand Men, and in
the Whole Three Million Nine Hundred Thoufand Fifbes in Tale,
Thefe Ships are fitted out in France for their Voyageson the Banks,
and there tarry “till they are laden ; unlefs they meet with any Acci-
dent or Dufturbance (in which Cafe they refort to (Cape Breton for
Shelter and Supplies) ; and from thence home to France. And it
was, thus, frequent for them, when they had made their Voyages,
;)0 go into Cape Breton for Water efpecially, as they had no other

ort.

In regard to the Value of this Branch of Trade, it is neceflary
here to obferve, that there is hereby produced a large Quantity of
Train-Oil ; which France has always an immediate Demand for. at
kome, for their Woollen Manufiltures, Lights, &'c. And with
which alfo thelr Sugar Colonies, thatcan't do without it, are yearly
tupply’d. ltis certainly well known that they either do, or may
at lealt, make Or¢ Hogfbead of Sixty Gallons of Oil, clear drawn off
from the Blubber, out of everv hundred Quintals of Fifh. And
thic, out of the Quantity of Fith before-mentioned, Iwiil produce
Eleven Thonfand Four Hundred and Ninety Hogfheads of O:il. And
vllowing thut Four Thoufand Fifkes in Number are equal to Ore Hun-
dred Quintale, when cur'd, then the Three Million Nine Hundred
Fhrivtund Mud fifb, by the fame Rule, will yield Nine Hundred and
S:venty five Hogfheads of Oif. Which added to the other make
Caceloe Thowfurd Four Hundred Sixty five Hogfheads of Train-Oil,
which zre equal to Thrce Thoufand One Hundred upd Sixtcen Tons and

a Duarter.

~

valued only at 17 5. Sterling per Quintal, the prime

Now, let the 1,149,000 Quintals. of Fith be Z 5.
: ° —674,500: 00
Colt ufually at Nescfoundland, and it 1s worth.—

And, tothis, allow 35 Sterling Freight per
Quintal of it, 1 Exngly/b Botoms, 10 Marnet — }——'72'350: o0

Anl then the Fil orly is worth £ 746,350: oo

i i ———— ————

Aud
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© this formidable Seminary of Seamen. For if
“ ‘they are happily removed from this advanta-
« geous Shelter, no Protection is left for them
 on the Fithing Ground nearer than O/ France ;
¢ Therefore they will not expofe themfelves to
“ the frequent Surprifes and Captures of the
“ Engli/b from this Ifland, and the Continent ;
“ but finally wiil be obliged to quit the Un-
¢ dertaking, leaving the Eugl/h in the fole
“ Pofleflion of this moft valuable Branch of
“ Trade, which annually will rcturn to the Eng-
“ Ifb Nation 2,000,000l. Sterling, for the Ma-
“ nufattures yearly thipped to her Plantations ;
““ and conftantly employ thoufands of Families,
« otherwife unferviceable to the Publick; and
« greatly increafe Shipping, and Navigation, and
“ Mariners.

¢ It is farther to be obferved, while the Eng-
“ lifh folely fupply foreign Markets with this
“ Commodity, Roman Catholick Nations will
“ have a fort of Dependency on them.

~

H ““ Moreo-

And let the 3116 & qr. Tons of Oil be Valusd}_ .
at 13 /. Sterling ser Ton, the Amount of it is —- §6,392: 10
As to the Mud-Fifh, it is generally fold in
France at 10090 Livres per 1020 Fith 3 and then at =—1-8,750: 0o
t14d. Sterling per Livre, their Value1s

———

A+ithus iz appears that one Year’s Fihery ol

P, .
the French only is worth, Sterling. 5’5 931, 921 to

Which great Br.nch of Trade, ina Manaer, depends entirely
on their Putteflion of the Hlind ot Cupe Lrozeu, avitas Lapoflible to
carry it nn witnout {o.ne ‘convenient Harbuer of Strengin, €8¢ o
fupply, fapport, and p oteft it @ And ds vow with u: .o drictmine
whetner they th 1 exjoy 10 or not.
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“ Morcover, the Acquifition of this important
Iand cuts off «ll Communication betwecn
France and Quebec, the Navigation to Cana-
da River bearing near it ; and muft obftru¢t
the French Navigation thro’ the Bay of St
Lawrence to the only Pofleflions the French
have upon the Sea-Coaft, to the Northwards
of I owfane, in the Great Bay of Mexico,

“ Dy this Means Suchec muft, in the Run
of a very litde Time, fall into the Hands of
the Fuglyhy and tl*e ]ﬂdu'm, wanting the
piual Protecion and Supplies from ]‘uzm(
will Le oblized to court the Englyh for both.
And having once expcrienced the Treatment
ot both Nations, as the latter can fupply them
better and cheoper than the former,  they
will confequently be rivetted in Intereft to
her; and thus the Englifh will render them-
fclves entirely Mafters of a rich and profitatle
Fur Trade, at prefent chietly engroffed by the
French, ‘

« But the Confideration alone, that the Bri-
/o Navigatien and  Settlements on the Sea-
Coafts throughout Noith-rclmerica, at prefent
lie terribly pruiad to their IVIen of War
and Privatcers from this Ifland, clauns an
Aitentien to proper Meafurcs, for immediate-
ly reganing the Pofictiion of i, For from
hence the Ficm/r with Eafe and little Time,
iy tation thcm,el\es i Latitudes proper to
intereept the Navigation  between  Lygland
and lnr Plantations, and the Intercourte of
Trade fubfilting lctween one Plantation and
another, by Captures fupplying themfelves
with  Zivgi/h Manufoétures, Naval Stores,

“ I\hﬂv,
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« Mafts, Plank, Yards, Lumber, Suzar,  Cot-

“ ton, Provifions, & oand from i

[T

Viciny
with the Continent, mav, with hke L.io

“ furprile our Scit lcmcnt\ alono‘ the Coaft, aad
* take the Matt S} hips when loaded our oi (fz/ )
“and Portfimouth Harbour:, Whereos the !

«

cetfion of this hland to the Erzzifh Domin?
ons wiil not only uum our I\awrm@n, and
guard our Ceaitin Jmerice, but wiil he o b
Retreat for our Men of War in the Hurricane
Months, or when threaten’d with a fup.rior
Force. Befides there they with greater Saie-
ty, and lefs Expence to the Cxo\"n By refi,
than in any Flarbour in Nosth fmerica.”

Thus tar this New England Orator, vho, like
another TyrRT.TUs, animated his C()Uﬂfl"\ M
to that E\'pedition which will ever be an Ho-
nour t) that Colony, as well as to the prefent
Age. The rdt of this Picce relates o e
M‘mner ot Procceding in making this Acquii-
tion, of which it is{ fufficient here that we know
trom the Confequence it had its defired Eirect.

And as to the Advantages above cnumeratad,
which we muay expect in a Courfe of Ture, 1
have been affured, that tho’ the Fongifn O )lom~
has not yet had Time properly to form, the V.
Jue of Eftates is alleqdy glcmlv rifen upcl fh\.
Continent, from thc bare Profpect of arcater
Strength .mi Security.  The ()tlrr Benchis will
accrue chietly to Ol England.

Should it ever be plopokd therefore, n a fu-
ture Negociation, to rettore this mm‘u.. e Con-
quett, let it be the Voice of the whole Brizifh
Nation, as of onc Mvn We wonl lilen ta 4//;f=nr-
ble Conditions : Biut CAPE BI\L PoN eves flaid

/
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never can be parted with on any Confideration,
Rather let the War awith France eontinue thefe
twenty Years, provided we only profecute it on
our own Elcment, '

I have before mentioned, that the Author of
the Accurate Journal of the late Expedition calls
Louisburgh but an indifferent Harbour for Ship-
ping, and given my Reafon for thinking him in
that miftaken (¢). The reft of his Defcription
runs thus, “ It has a fmall Town, on a Point
of Land, on the South Side of it, regularly for-
tified and walled in ; and on the North Side,
fronting the Entrance, one exceeding fine Bat-
tery of Thirty Forty-two-pounders ; and on the
Weft Side of the Entrance, (which is North and
South) upon an Ifland, another of Twenty-eight
Twenty-four-pounders, called Tke Jfland Battery ;
which, with the former, called the Roya/ or
Grand Battery, were defigned to fecure the En-
trance of the Harbour from any Enemy’s Ships
going in to annoy them: And were thought fut-
ficient to anfwer their Defign.

The Ifland of Care BrEToN extends from
the Gut of Canfo, the Eaftern Boundary of No-
wva Seotia, E.N. E. about thirty-three or thirty-
four Leagues; and is what helps to form the
Gulph of St. Laurence, which has three feveral
Paffages in and out, viz. At the Northward of
Newfoundland, betwixt that and the Main, which
Paflage is ca'led the Streights of Belle-Ifle ; ano-
ther between Cape Breton, the Eaftmoft Part, and
the Weft of Newfoundland,---which is the com-
mon Paffage ; and another through the Gut of

* Canfo,
ta) Page 6, Vide Note.
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Canfo, which 15 betwixt the E. finolt Purt of
Acadia and the Weftmoft Part of the Ilind of
Madam.

This Gulph St. Laurence, is a Sea, or Gmph
that has the River of (aha‘z"z and Lard adjacens,
at the Weft of it, Cape Breton at the bouthwam
Newfeundland at the Eaftward, and the main
Contmcnt that ftretches from (m'm.zz River, to
the Northward and Eaftward. On the T\oxt’l of
it and in the Gulph are fundry commodicus Bays,
Havens, Iflands, Rivers, and Harbours ; and at
all Seafons of the Yecar Plenty ot Cod- ﬁﬂl and
at particular Scafons HClrmg, Mackarel, Slmd
Alewives, and Smelts tfor Bait: But thc Ice in
Winter reuders its Navigation unfate, 1f not alto-
gether impracticable, at leatt to maLL Vovages
of Fith; tho’ in the Sumer Seafon there ha\c
been y&uiy Fitherics carried on at Gafpay, at
the Entrance of Canada River, and in the little
Harbours from thence to Bay Vert, at the Iflands
of S¢. fobw's and Magdalene, at the Northward
of the Gut of Canfs, in and through the Gut, and
from thence along Shore at Nurichatte, Petit de
Grat, 1lles Mecheaux, St. Efprit, Ferclett,
Loursburgh, Laurembegm' La Baline, Amm”t/
St An's, Scattery, and La Bradore ; and from
Gafpay round the North Side of the Gulph, at
the feveral convenient Ports on the Main, quite
to the Streights of Belle-Ije ; and, by an Allow-
ance to the French in the Tle“ty of Utreche,
(which they have made the woft of) in all the
Harbours at the Northward of Newfound/ond that
were unemploied by the Engly/h. And altho’,
comparatively {peaking, there was but a fina Al
Number of their Ships fithed at Cape Brdon it-

fdj
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fclf, yet the Situation of that Ifland is fuch,
they could all of them at Pleafure repair thither,
on any Emergency or Danger ; efpccially thofe
that fithed in the Gulph, on the Muin, or thote
at the North-Weft of Newfoundland, who were
all within one or two Days Sail at moft; and
alfo thofe Ships that loaded wich Mud-Fifh on
the Banks.

So that this Ifland was the Key and Protection
of their whole Fifthery, and for that End was
fortify’d and garrifon’d, and valued by france e-
qual toany other of its Colonies.

What other Ufes 1t might ferve foras a Port to
the Eugi and #'eft India Mun, and tie Ships
bound to Cunade, on Occafion, to relort to for
Wood and Water, to clean or repair, v, wus
not fo much in View as the fecuring and upheld-
ing this’ Trade, the Fj/lery : Which they had
fcund the Sweets of betore, ¢nough to convince
them it was abfolutely neceffory for them to cut-
do us init, if pofflible; in order to which they
were to fpare no Coft for the prefent for the gain-
ing a_/uture Benefit by it, when they had gained
their Point.

Their Conviction of the growing Prfir of this
Branch of 7.-ade, and the Hopes of one Time or
other monopolizing it, at leaft fo far as refpected
the Catbolick Dominions, made them take fuch
indefatigable and indire¢t Means, the luft War,
to procure a Neutrality, fo far as related to the
Fufbery ; that they might even then vie with us
in profecuting their Voyages unmolefted, as long
as the WWar lafted ; which they obtained by Dra¢
of Moncy; and, on the Peace, in order to fecure
it to them for the future, ftuck at no Terms to

obtairn
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obtain this Ifland. Which they had no fooner
effected, but zmmediately they began to fettle it
And a new Colony was fet on foot, to confift of
Fifbermen only, and Encouragement given, Forts,
e built, and 2 Town garrifon’d, to protect
them. And the whole Nation feemed to have
their Eyes on the Place; fo that it was peopled
more and more yearly; and a Fithery flourith’d
1o faft, that they could and did afford to wndesr-
Jeilus at Foreign Markets.  And for the Protedti-
on or the Trade fo to do, they had annually Ships
ot War fent them from France, to vific and fup-
piy them, with Orders to prote¢t and defend not
only their Sea-Coafts, but their Veficls on the
Banks of Newfzundlaornd, &c. not only from In-
tults frem ws (tor of that there was no Occafion)
but to make and keep their Pretenfions good to
the [everal Banks, either within or without their
Linc, and make themfelvesa Privilge, as it were,
of fifbing almolt wwhere they pleajed, by Foice of
Cijtom.”

What the fame Writer farther fays, with re-
gard to the Advantages that may be made toarife
trom the keeping of Cape Lreton, 1o well agrece
with Mr. Auckmuty’s Opinion, that T cannot
excufe myvicif from inferting it here, though 1t
be in Part only a Repetition, with {ome Enlurge-
ment, of what the lft meniioned Gentleman
has told us, ---- After having gver the State ot
the Fithery here, as quoted i the long WNote Pa-
ges 40, 1y, he proceeds thus: .

«In Addition to this let ue confider, that in re-
gard to the Woollen Manufuctare, the Staple and
Dependance of Loz loud, in which clto the Frency
hove beon wying with u, and hove now L\ruug}xz

thind
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that Trade to fuch a Pitch, as to carry it all over,
not only their own Dominions, (formerly obliged
to Us for fine Cloaths) but to a great Advantage
tnto Italy, Spain, and Turkey, even to the great
Detriment of England ; ---- 1 fay, in regard to
this Branch of Trade, allow that every Man be-
tore-mention’d in the Fithery, in his Blanket,
Watch-Coat, and Rugg, Pea-Jacket, &c. con-
fumes of thefe coarfer Woollens Thirty Shillings
Sterling per Annum ; and at that Rate even therr
Coniumptlon will be FEerty-sne Thoufund Two
Hundred cnd Fifty Pounds Sterling ; which, had
we the whole Fithery to Omf/ 5, muft of
courfe be of our own Manufacture.

But, befides this, all due Confideration muft
be had to the Canvas, Cordage, Hooks, Lines,
‘Twine, Nets, Lead, Nails, Spikes, Edge-Tools,
Graplins, Anchors, &, &, that Five Hundred
Sixtv-four Ships, and the Shalleps to fith for vhem,

nuft expend at Sea and on Shore : And allow axl
thCiu to be Britifk, and the immediate Value of
.this Branch of Trade to England, could fhe (or
rather would fhe) keep it to herfelf, will difcover
itfelt of greater Confequence than v other; not
even excepting the ToBacco; that i, than any
otner Trade dependent on the Planmtlom Firfi,
mregard to the raifing Scamen for the Royal Na-
VY btcorm’/\ the Confumption of the Britifh
Muhufacture and Produce ; and, abcve all, in a
certan yearly Remittance of the Balhnce of this
Trade mode to En cland from gA/‘mm Portugal,
Italy, &c. etther in bpeue or in fuch Foreign
(_ommodxrles as pay his Majefty a prodigious Re-
venue; and this procur 'd by Dint ot Labour only,
and fctch dout et the Abundance of our Seas.

Thus,
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- Thus, fuppofing the French entirelv  excluded
this Fifhery, (as may, and mu/t, be the Caie if
England keeps Cape Breton, and allows them no
ionger any Privileges at Newfoundlind ;---tor then
they will not have any Port convenient tor them,
at leaft till they fortify upon the Main in the
Gulph of St. Laurence, --- which, having Cape
Breton, we may hinder when we pleaz);. and
adding the Advantage of their Fithery to that of
our own already ; and confidering that the whole
Papal Empire muft then depend on us f /v for
their Buccalaos, which they can't do without,
which will give us almoft the whole Trade of the
Mediterranean ; and all the other national Advan-
tages that muft arife from this Confequence ; and
the prefent Acquifition ot Cape Bieton unpeopling
the French Colony there, and reducing the Gar-
rifons to hzs Maje/ty’s Obedience, which muft give
us all the reft; is of s¢/elf a futhcient Compenfation
Jor the War ; and will be {o allowed by ull thofe
concern’d in Trade, that know the manv Advan-
tages and Benefits that muft arife from this Branch
of it only to England, by monopolizing the
Whole of it.

But, befides the national Advantage by the
Fifhery ; ----- by the Reduction ot Cape Bre-
ton, and an Engli/h Garrifon there, Irance has
not any one Sea Port for the Relief of their
‘Trading Ships, cither to or from the Ea/f or I/_i/l
Indies, open tothem any where in North dnorica,
to the Northward of the River of Mjaippi.
For Canada is not to be look’d upon a» an. gpeir
Port ta the Sea; it being firft Sixty or Seventy
Leagues within Land, through the Gulph, to the
Mouth of the River; and then a great deal f‘u-.

z [STISN



[ 58]

ther up the River. So that it is impracticable to
think of going thither for Shelter: And of Con-
fequence the whole Trade to and from the Wef
Indies, &c. will be not only expos’d to our Pri-
vateers from the Northern Coloniesin #War-Time,
without any Place to retreat to, but even in Peace,
without any Sea-port they can call their own, or
lay any Pretenfions 7now to do, in thefe Seas, any
where to the Northward of Mefafippi, as above
faid. |

And as to Cenada itfelf, --- the River 1s mw fa
much under our Command, as well asthe Gulph,
that all Trade #bere may be very eafily {topped,
and all Communication cut off from them by our
Ships in and out of Cape Brefon. So that (without
Force or Arms) in a very few Years that Colony
would fall, and the whole Trade of Furs, carried
on with the Indians there, cominginto the Engli/b
Hands, Canada may be kept unable to fupply or
furnith them. But a happier Confequence than
this will be, that, as they may be kept from fup-
plying the Indians to trade, fo alfo from encou-
raging them to annoy our Frontiers: And they
(the Iudians) even muft become obliged to, and
dependent upon Us; fo that we fhall not be in
fuch continual Apprehenfions of their Hoffiljties,
but rather may have them in as much Subjection
to Us as they have been to the French,

To all thatis faid before in regard to Cape Bre-
ton, let it be added, that by this Acquifition we
have fecured to the Nation the Garrifon of Ana-

olis Royal, and the Colony of Nova Scotia.
hich, being a very rich and fertile Soil, and its
Rivers abounding with Fifh, and fettled by French
Catholicks, that Nation has much regretted the

kofs
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Lofs of, and wanted to recover. Yea, and which
they endeavoured to retake, by laying Siege to
Annapolis, both the laft Year, 1744 ; and this pre~
fent Year 1745; and would have got it, had it not
been for our Expedition to Cape Breton, which
caus’d them to raife the Siege and withdraw; and
by our bolding Cuape Breton, we fhall keep thofe
French Inhabitants at Acadia in ftrit Allegiance to
his Majefty, or elfe oblige them to quit their Pof-
feflions; which ate all Farms, brought to and fit
for any Service immediately. Which will be an
Encouragement to our own Subjects to go and fet-
tle there;; and alfo oblige the Cape Sable Indians,
our Enemies, either to abandon that Shore, and
fly to Carada for fuch Shelter and Supply as they
can fpare them: And by that Means we fhall
getrid of that Tribe at leaft, if not by the fame
Means, thofe alfo of the St. Jobn's Tribe, which
have been always troublefome to us; as both thefe
Tribes have had their Dependance entirely on Cape
Breton and the French of Acadia; the latter of
which have (as Neuters) been fupply’d and us'd
as Subjects both by the Englifb and French:
Which we have long enough lamented the bad
Confequence of, and which is now ftopt; fo that
they muft either depend entircly upon Us, and
become good Subjets with us, or elfe on the
French. And if the latter, they muft of Courfe
retreat to Candda, (where they will help diftrefs,
rather than relieve that Colony) and leave us Nova
Scotia difencumber’d both of Themfelves and

Balvages.

Had we not taken Cape Breton this Year, and
the French had taken Annapolis, (which it's not
‘difputed They wuld have dine, had we been
12 idle)
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idlc) the Confequence them would have been? «--
All the Inhabitants of Novae Scotia would have
declared for the French King immediately, and the
Colony at once been eftablifhed to him. And all
the Cape Sable and St. fobn's Indians, who af-
fifted at the Siege of Annapolis with thofe of Ca-
nada, would have been well {fupply’d with Arms,
Ammunition, &¢. and fet loofe upon our Fron-
tiers: And their Succefs have fo difpirited even
thofe other Triles that pretend to be at Peace
with uvs, that they muft have joined with them,
And they together would have carried Havock,
Devaftation, and Ravage, all over our Frontiers :
Whillt their Men of War, and Prisateers, by
Sea, would have deftroy’d our Sca-Ports, and
kept usin continual Alarms ; without having it in
our Power to hinder them from carrying their
Conquefts from Annapolis, along our Eaftern
Shore, even to Cape Ann, were they {o inclin’d.
The quiet Pofleflion of AN which for the fu-
ture in a great Manner depends immediately on
this Acquijition and Keeping of Cape Brton, (if
not fortified by Ourfelves) at leaft fromthe French.”

The laft Extra& I have to make is from the
Sermon (2) 1 bave feveral Tiines mentioned, in
which the Reverend Author, while he pioufly
and juftly afcribes our Succefs in making this
great and valuable Acquifition, to the divine Pro-
vidence ; with a Flow of Eloquence that I have
not {een equall’d on the Oceufion, gives an hifto-

’ rical

{« & Sermon preach'd the 18th of Fuly, 1745. being the Day

fet apart for 1 (olemn Thankfgiving to Almighty God, for the Re-

duttion of- Cape Breton, &c. by Charles Chauncy, D. D. Paltor of 2
Cn;xrchvat Lujion.  Bofon prinicd in 1745, '
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rical Picture of the Preparations, Proceeding;,
Accidenrs; Event, in a Word, of the whole Con-
trivance and Action in this wondertul Affair.

“ It may feem ftrange, thatfuch a Country as
this, fo weak in Strength, fo unfkilled in the
Ute of Military Weapons, fo diftrefled for want
of Money, thould make an Attempt upon fo
ftrony and fenced a City as Louisburgh at Cape
Breton: Nor fhould we have entertained the
Thought, if it had not been clearly pointed out
to us by the Providence of God. It was appa-
rently Providence that gave Rife to this important
Defign; partly, by permitting the French, laft
Year, to take Canfo, and invade Annapolis, and
form a Scheme to invade it again this Year;
hereby opening to our View, in the cleareft Man-
ner, not only the fuftice, but Neceflity of reduc-
ing this Place, from whence we were expofed to
futfer fo much, both on our Sea-Coa/fs, and Fron-
tier-Borders : Partly, by fending a Number of
rich Eaft-Indra Ships into the Harbour of Loui/-
burgh, tor the fupply and manning of which, in
their Voyage to France, o many of their Men,
and fuch Quantitics of their Stores were taken
off, and fo late in the Fail, as to render the
Spring the Nick of Time (as we vulgarly fpeak)
the mott favourable Opportunity we might ever
expect for an Enterprize of this Nature: Tho’
after all; it would probubly have never been un-
dertaken, if the Providence of God, notwith-
ftanding the moft prudent Steps, under good
Advantages, to gain Intelligence, hud not kept
us ftrangely 1 Ignorance, both as to the vait
Strength of the Pluce, and Number of Inhabi-
tang that might fuddenly be cailed into its Ad-

fiftance.
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fitance. Muny of our Officers ahd Soldiers, who
now know thefe Things, have frequently declar-
ed, had they known them before, they fhould
never have gone upon this Affair. _

And as it was by the Diretion of Providence,
we were led to form an Enterprize of fuch vaft
Moment; to the fame Caufe muft it be afcribed,
that fo many Things were remarkably ordered
all along in favour of it, and fo as finally to bring
it to an happy Iffue.

Tt was apparently owing to a fignal Interpofi-
tion in Providence, that fo many Perfons from
all Parts of the Land, were fpirited to offer them-
felves willingly for this Service; and that within
two Months from the Refolution of the Govern-
ment to undertake this Defign, the whole Mili-
tary Force was in readinefs for Embarkation, and
under Sail for the Place they were intended to go
againft. I believe I may fay, fuch an Armament
tor an Infant Province, {fo voluntarily raifed, fo
well fitted for their Bufinefs, and fo fpcedily dif=
patched away, cannot be porallelled in Hiftory :
Efpecially, if we take into Confideratiow, toge-
ther with our Inexperience in Afiairs of this Na-
wre, the contiderable Naval Force equipped;
the great Number of Tranfports provided ; the
vatt Quantity of Stores procured, both for the
Support of our own Men, and the Annoyance
ot the Enemy : And as to many of thcie necef-
tary Stores, {uch as Cannon-Shot, Shelis ot various
Sizes, Miertars, (oborns, Hand-Grancdees, Scal-
vng-Ladders, Fiela-Pieces, cemmon Carriages for
many of our Cannon, and fpeczal ones accommo-
dated for the Tranfportation of thofe Cannon that
wesc to be ufed in Battery ; I fay, as to thefe Stores,
they
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they were not enly to be bought, but to be made:
And yet, to the Surprize of every Body, the
whole Work of Preparation, which was took in
hand, after the Determination of the Court, Yan.
2gth, was compleated by March 21ft, when the
General gave his Signal for failing.

I may, not improperly, remark here to the
Honour of this Province, that the Men, fo fud-
denly and ftrangely got together to go upon this
Expedition, were of a different Charaéter from
thofe, who 2re commonly fent upon fuch Occa-
fions. Tkey were not the Scum of the Land,
idle, worthlefs Creatures, given to Prophancnets,
Intemperance, ard univerfally debauched in theis
Manners. A Number of {uch there might be:
But for the generality, they were Men who had
upon their Minds an Awe of God, and feared an
QOath ; they were Men induftrious in their Call-
ings, and well able to provide for themfelves and
Families ; in a word, they were Men of Life and
Spirit, animated with Love to their King and
Country, and willing to venture their Lives, not
fo much to ferve themfélves, as to promote the
publick Good. ’Tis a rare Thing for fo many
Men, of fuch a Charaéter, to be engaged in a
military Enterprize: And I cannet but think,
there was a fpecial Hand of Providence in it.

It was owing remarkably to the Government
of Providence, that the Weather was {o ordered
in favour of this Enterpize. Perhaps, thc oldeft
Man living does not remember fo long a Courfe
of moderate fair Weather as we were bletied
with, while preparing for the Expedition. There
was not the Lofs of a Day, either by Smew, Rain,
or Cold; which is wonderful in this Clunate, at
2 tius
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this Time of the Year. Some, who have pre-
ferved an Account of the Weather for more than
twenty Years back, have been furprized to be-
hold the Difference between the Months of Fe-
bruary and March, this Year, and the foregoing
ones ; This, a continued Courfe of good Wea-
ther ; #hofe, as continually intermixed with Storms
of Snow, or Rain, or Severity of Cold.

And the Weather was as remarkably favoura-
ble to our Defign at Cgpe-Breton : For, as fome
have obferved in their Letters, there was fcarce
ever known, among the Freach, fuch a Run of
good Weather, as while they were laying Siege
to Loussburgh; whereas, the very Afternoon they
entered the City, the Rain came on, filled theis
Trenches with Water, and continued for fuch a
Number of Days, that they muft have gone
thro’ infufferable Difficulties, and been in danger
of raifing the Siege. The French themfelves took
Notice of this Difpofition of Providence, and faid,
It was vifible God fought for us.

It was obfervably owing to Providence, that
our Soldiers were preferved from the Small-Pox,
as fuch Numbers of them were in this Town, in
order to embark, when that infecfious Diftemper
broke out among us, theatning an univerfal
Spread. And, perhaps, the Time was never
known, when f{o many Perfons, in fo many dif-
ferent Parts of the Town, were taken ill with
this Sicknefs, and it was notwithftanding ftopped
in its Progrefs: Which is the more worthy of
fpecial Notice, becaufe, if it had prevailed, it
would unavoidably have put an End to the in-
tended Expedition, ‘

' it
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It was owing to the wonderful Condu& of
kind Providence, that fo confidcrable a militar
Force, at fuch a Seafon of the Year, thould be
carried in Safety to the Plice they were bound for,
without the Lofs of a Man, or meeting with the
leaft Difafter ; and that the ir Defion Ihould be
perfect Secrct to the Ene: my, tiil the) wure fur-
prized with the Sight of our Fleet, 2oy Into
Chappeanrcuge Bay. It was this that made way
for landing our Sen and Stores without Annoy-
ance, unlels from a fmall Purty of the Eronch,
fome of whom were taken, Ome killed, wud the
reft obiig’d to flee fir thelr Lives,

It wus owing to the extraordinury Favour of
Providence, that the Encmy, {o foon afier our
landing, toxioo their Grav .- Baz‘z‘uy~ cHowing
us to cnter and take Vofleflion of it withous the
leaft Oppofition. This feems, on the one Fland,
to be a moft tital Miftake to thewr, which can
fcarce be accounted for, unlefs from a p/wt of
Infatuation, or a ;//fr/vtv Terror foicing therr
Hearts : And on the other, the lcaduw Ad\ an-
tage put into oz Hunds; asit animated our Mon
with Life and Vigour, furnifhed them wih the
beavie/t Casncn made ufe of inthe Sicue, and en-
abled them with greater Speed, and lofs Diver,
to make their Atte: cmpt on the Town, '

And here was a Series of Things remark. bly
over-ruled in Providence.

Not only were our Men dif pm;d antensliod
to tranfpo't their Cannon (foine of wiich wer
of large Size and Weinht) over Fiills wod {io 1;-,
and through Morafics, 1 which ihn’;g:m:\: thiv
funk with their \'ar"iv_’cq {fo o= be Duorred
the Mire ; butin Sizhic of the L“: v, and it

Ix i,\
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in Reach of their Shot, they ere@ed Batteries,
mounted Guns, fixed Mortars, and foon got all
Things in readinefs, both to cannonade and bom-
bard the Town: And all without the Lofs of
fcarce a Man. And though they were nine and
torty Days befieging the City, and had their near-
cft advanced Battery within lefs than Thirsy Rods
of its /feftern Gate, (as the Meafure has fince
been taken) and were playing from it moft of the
Time, and receiving the Enemies Fire ; yet the
Men flain were but an handful.

And the like fignal Prefervation they met with
at their Batfery by the Light-Houfe. This was
the greateft Annoyance to the Enemy, and, un-
der God, the greateft Caufe of their Surrender,
And the whole Time they were erecting it, and
getting  their heavy Cannon up the high and
fteep Rocks, to the Amazement of the Enemy,
they were continually play’d upon both by their
Cannon and Bombs: And yet, if 1 remember
right, there was no more thun one Man flain,
The whole Number indeed of Men loft, whether
by the Sword, or Sicknefs, cr Difafter, during
the Siege, did not amount to more than an hund-
red and twenty. This is the Doing of the Lord,
and ought to be marvellous in our Eves. 'The like
has fcarce been known in the World.

But befides thefe Favours of Providence, there
wis a moft {feafonable Coincidence of Events, all
tending to point our View to-God, and to lead us
m o an Apprehenfion of him as remarkably ap-
paring to grant us Succefs.

Such was the coming in of a large Supply of
thofe very Provifions which were wanted, juft as

out
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our Forces were ready to fail, and without which
they muft have been delayed.

Such was the taking a Number of Store-Ships
going to the Relief of the Enemy, as well as in-
tercepting a Packet from” Frav.ce to the Governor
of Cape Breton, which might have contained Ad-
vices of great Importance to the French, and
Differvice to us.

And fuch alfo was the taking a large Ship of
War, with more than five hundred Men, Provifi-
ons for eight Months, and about an hundred Bar-
rels of Powder more than her own proper Store.
Had the Providence of God permitted her to go
in fafely, it might have defeated our Defign.
Such a Number of Men, and fuch a Quantity of
Provifion and Ammunition, would have given
Heart, as well as Swength to the Enemy, and
fome think, muft have obliged us to raifc the
Siege. But what a merciful Turn did her Cap-
ture give to our Affairs? Not only were the Ene-
my weakened, but a great Part of their Strength
put into our Hands to be turn’d againft them;
befides that our Army reccived a Supply of Pow-
der, which was now fo wanted, that our Cannon
muft have been filent without it.

And this Event is the more worthy of Norice,
becaufe of the Incidents in Providence remark-
ably leading to it. A Packet-Boat trom Groaf
Britain arrives to Commodore JFurren in the 770/
Indies, ordering him to Boffon with feveral Ships
of War, to advife with Governor Shirley for the
Protection of the Northern Colonies; which is the
more obfervable, as the Commcdiie, theo' the Ig-
norance of his Pilot, had jutt betore loft Lis own
60 Gun-Ship, by means whereof he could give

oy
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our Governor, who had difpatched Lettersto hirm,
advifing him of the Dcfign againft Cape Breton,
no great Encouragement to expeét his Help ; tho
leing now acquainted with the Refolution of
this Government, he was prepar’d and difpos’d
to haften away with the greater Speed, upon his
Orders trom Fewe,  But had he come to Boflon,
as lic intended, agreeable to his Orders, he had
probably been too late at Cape Breton to have met
with thzs Ship of Wer. A Veflel therefore is ac-
cidentally caft in his %ay at Sea, accidentally to
Man, but zutenticuclly by God, giving him cer-
tun Information that the New Ewngland Forces
had been fome Time on their Voyage; upon
which, though in Want of Water and Provifions,
he altered his Courfe, and arrived before the
Harbour of Leuifburgh time enough to fave the
Vigilant, a fine new 64 Gun Shig, defignedly
fent from Fravce for the Protetion of the French,
and D lrets of the Eralifh,

But the moft aftonithing Article in the Condué&
of Providence, wus its difpofing the Enemy, by
furrendering their City and Fortrefles, to prevent
thut cenernl Adlinlt, both by Sea and Land.
vohich had been retolved vpon, and muft have
cocationed 2 moft dreadful Effufion of Blood on
boti Sides: And God only knows what the Ti-
vent would have been; as the Freuch were {o
tirencly tortified, and had within their Walls
oo reevlar Troops, and, at leaft, 1100 of the
Inhibitents, whom they had called in to their
Aihiftance.

Upon the whole, the Reduction of Leuifburgh,
¢oniidering the immenfe Sums of Money that
hve been Lad out by the King of Frawse to ren-

: dev
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render it impregnable ; and confidering alfo that
it was accomplithed by inexperienced, undifci-
plined Troops from New England, is an Event
truly furprifing, and will be fpoken of as fuch at

Lome, and handed down as fuch to the Children
yet unborn.

CONCLUSTION.

From this Cloud of Witnefles we may colleét ;

1. That Cape Breton, notwithflanding the Di-
verfity of Accounts by different Authors concern-
ing the Soil, Produce, Climate, and Harbours,
15, upon the Whole, a Place of confiderable Va-
lue in itfelf, and reprefented as moft valuable by
thofe who had beft Opportunities of examining
its Condition,

2. That by its Situation, at the Mouth of the
Gulph of St, Laurence, between Newfoundland
and the great Fifthing Bank, and the main Conti-
nent of North America, and by the happy Cir-
cumftance of having its Ports all open to the O-
cean, this Ifland would be of ineftimable Worth
to the Pofleffor, though it did of itfelf produce
nothing atall.

3. That whoever are poffe(s’d of New/foundland
and Acadia, if they have Cape Breton at the
fame Time, may command all the Fifhery of
North America: But whoever have Newfoundland
and Acadia, if they have not Cupe Breton like-
wife, eun pretend only to a Share 1n this Fithery,
and not the beft Share neither, if the People of
_another Nation, who are in Poficflion of Cape
Ereton, be better protected and more induftrions
than the Poflcilors of Newfrundwid and Acadia.

4. That the Fithery of the Newfiundlond 1-
{lands and Banks, (under which geners] Nome 1
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include Cape Breton, and all the reft in thofe Seas)
and the oppofite Coatts along the Continent,
thight, it carried to the higheft, and made the
moft of, by any one Nation, be render’d of more
Value than the Mines of Peru and Mexico, or
than any other Poffeflion or Property that can be
had in any Part of the World.

5. That the Reafon of this is, becaufe a vaft
Quuntity of Salt Fifh is a neceflary Part of the
Supportof the prefent large and populous Nations
of Eurape, as well on Account of the frequent
Deficiencies and Failures of other Provifions, as
from Motives of Religion or Superftition, which
bind down two Thirds of the People in Chrz/len-
dom to the Ufe of no other Flefh but that of Fifh
for almoft half the Days in the Year.

6. That thefe latter Motives induc’d the French,
while they were in Pofleflion of Cape Breton, to
be more induftrious in the Fithery than the En-
glifh, and their Crown to give them better Pro-
te¢tion; by which Means they outvied us greatly
in this Trade, and in a Courfe of Time might
have driven us entirely out of it: Whereas we,
by pofiefiing the Whole, fhall have the ftrongeft
Incentives, thofe of immenfe Profit, to cultivate
this Trade to the utmoft, and our King will have
the moft powerful Reafon to protect us, from
the great Addition this Trade muit 12 Time bring
to the Revenue.

7. Thatif ever Cape Breton be reftored to the
French, or they are fuffer’d to eftabl'th and carry
on without Interruption any other Fifliery, the
fame Motives will revive agumn, and the fame En-
couragement will be given them by the Reman
Catholic Nations t2 outvie us in this Trade: Dut

¢

i we keep the Whole in our Hunds, (as we very
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well may, by the Help of ocur Fleets) all the
Papifts in Chrrftendom will depend uwpon us for
their Faft Day Provifions, and muft pay us a great-
er Tax for their Superftition than they pay even
to the Tope himfelf,

8. That we fhaii notonly hurt the Frezch Na-
tion in gencral (our moft dangerous Rivals) by de-
priving them of their Flumv but muft lar cely
abridge the Revenue of France, by lcﬁm'n" the
Confumption of Freizch Salt, the Profitof which
is folely in the Crown, and more than ITalf of
which, that was made in the Kingdom, was em-
ploy’ d in this Fifkery. At the “fame Time the
Revenue from our own Salt Trade, which ffands
engag’d for a confiderable Part of the National
cht may be made to increafe in Proportion as
that of France is leffened.

9. That the Advantages ta arifc from this Fifh-
ery, are not mercly the Profits of the Fifh, or the
Salt tocure it; but the vaft Confumption of Pritifh
Commodnms, of moft Kinds, that muft be occa-
fioned by this Trade, and the Superiority it muft
evitably preferve us at Sea, by being an eternal
Nurfery of perhaps 30, 40, or 50,000 Scamien;
fince nobody can tell what Numbers might be
employed, while we had this Trade {olely in o
Pofleffion.

10. That the Britifb Empire in Auieiica can
be no otherwife compleated, nor our Trade ¢
New England, New York, the Jerfics, Dl
land, Virginia, Carolina, and Geergia be fecured,
than by keeping Poﬁeﬁion of Cate Bircton.

11. That the Strength of this Place when ai-
tacked by the New-England Mcn, the lon: Siep
4t held out, and the Danger thcrc was of « Mii-

Carviage,



L 72 |

carriage, if every Circumftance had not fallen
right on our Side, and every Meafure on the Side
of the French been defeated ; if all Supplies to
carry it on had not arrived, and all thofe to the
Enemies been intercepted ; thefe, I fay, fuffici-
ently demonftrate, that this Place may be made
impregnable by us, if we do but keep there a
good Garrifon, well {upplied, and a few Men of
War always in or about the Harbour.

12. That by the Poffeffion of - this Place we
may render the French Settlement in Canada of
no Value, and muft in time make it die away,
tho” we fhould not fucceed againft it in open mi-
litary Attempts ; and that, by being Mafters of
Canada we fhall monopolize the whole Fur
Trade of North-Amcrica, which is, perhaps,
next to the Fifhery the moft valuable in that Part
of the World.

13. That all thefe Things obferved, no Con-
fideration whatfoever, either for ourfelves or tor
our Allies ; no Ceffion in Eurgpe or any other
Part of America; no advantageous Stipulations
in a divided Trade (which we never yet found
binding, longer than Intereft or Neceffity held the
Tie); not the Terror of a Rebellion in Scotlund,
fomented and fupported in that View, by French
and Spanifh Money ; nothing, in a VVord that
France, Spain, or any of their Friends, can give
promlfe or engage for, fhould prevail upon us to
give up, ata general Peace either wholly or in
Part, the important, invaluable Ifland of Care
BRETON.

FINIS
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