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AN
HISTORICAL JOURNAL

OF

TrAVELs in North America :

Undertaken

By Order of the King of France.

LETTER SEVENTELNTH.

Defeription of Lake ERIE. Voyage to DETROIT (the
StrRAUT) : A Projeld of a Settlement in this Place :
Hsw it failed. The Commandant of the Fort de PonT-
CHARTRAIN bolds a Council, and on what Occafion.

The Games of the Savages.

Mapawm,  Fort de Pontchartrain at Detroit, Fune 8.

Departed the 27th from the Entrance of the Lake

Eriz, after I had clofed my Ilaft Letter, and though it
was very late, I went three Leagues that Day by the Fa-
vour of a good Wind, and of the fineft Weather in the
World: The Route 1s to keep to the North Coaft, and it is
a hundred Leagues. From Niagara, taking to the South,
it is much more pleafant, but longer by half.  Lake Firis
is a hundred I.ecagues long from Eaft to Weil: 1Its
Breadth from North to South 15 thirty, or thercabouts.
The Name it bearsis that of a Nation of the Huren Lan-
guage fettled on its Border, and which the Iroguois have
entirely deftroyed. Eri¢ means Caf, and the Eriés are

Vor. II A named
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named in fome Relations the Nation of the Cat. ‘'This
Name comes probably from the great Number of thefe
Animals that are found in this Country : They are bigger
than our’s, and their Skins are much valued. Some Mo-
dern Maps have given Lake Erii the Name of Conti;
but this Name is difufed, as well as thofe of Condé, Tracy,
and Orleans, formerty given to Lake Huron, the Upper
Lake, and Lake Michigan.

The 28th I went nineteen Leagues, and found myfelf
over-againft the Great River, which comes from the Eaft,
in forty two Degrees, filteen Minutes. Neverthelels, the
great Trees were not yet green.  This Country appear-
ed to me to be very fine.  'We made very little Way the
29th, and none at all the 30th. 'We embarked the next
Day abonut Sun-rife, and went forward apace. The firft
of Func, being Whit-Sunday, after going up a pretty Ri-
ver almoft an Hour, which comes a great Way, and runs
between two fine Meadows, we made a Portage about
fixty Paces, to efcape going round a Point which advances
fifteen Leagues into the Lake ; they call it the Long Pornt :
It is very fandy, and produces naturally many Vines. The
followinz Days I faw nothing remarkable; but I coafted
a charming Country, that was hid from Time to Time
by fome difagreeable Skreens, but of little Depth. In
every I’lace where [ landed, I was inchanted with the
Beauty and Variety of a Landfcape, bounded by the fine-
elt Forelt in the World: Befides this, Water-Fowl
fwarmed every wherc: T cannot fay there is fuch Plenty
of Game in the Woods ; but I know that on the South
Side there are vaft Herds of wild Cattle.

If one always travelled, as1 did then, with a clear Sky,
and a charming Climate, ona Watcr as bright as the fine-
¢it Fountain, and were to meet every where with fafe and
pleafant Pncampings, where one might find all Manner
of Game at little Coft, breathing at one’s Hafe a puwre
Atr, and enjosing the’ Sight of the fineft Countries,
one would be temipted to travel all one’s Life. It
put me in Mind of thofe antient Patriarchs who had no
fixed Abode, dwelt under T'ents, were in fome Manner
Natiers of all the Countries they travelled over, and
peaceably enjoyed all their Produétions, without having
the
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the Trouble which is unavoidable in the Pofleflion of a
real Domain. How many Oaks reprefented to me that
of Mamré? How many Fountains made me remember
that of Facob ? Every Day 2 new Situation of my own
chufing ; a neat and convenient Houfe fet up and furnifh-
ed with Neceflaries in a Quarter of an Hour, fpread with
Flowers always freth, on a fine green Carpet; and on
every Side plain and natural Beauties, which Art had not
altered, and which it cannot imitate. If thefe Pleafures
fuffer fome Interruption, either by bad Weather, or fome
unforefeen Accident, they are the more relithed when
they re-appear.

1f 1 had a Mind to moralize I thould add, thefe Alter-
natives of Pleafures and Difappointments, which I have
fo often experienced fince I have been travelling, are very
proper to make us fenfible that there is no Kind of Life
more capable of reprefenting to us continually that we
are only on the Earth like Pilgrims ; and that we can on-
ly ufe, as in pafling, the Goods of this World ; that a
Man wants but few Things; and that we ought to take
with Patience the Misfortunes that happen in our Jour-
ney, fince they pafs away equally, and with the fame
Celerity. In fhort, how many Things in travelling make
us fenfible of the Dependence in which we live upon Di-
vine Providence, which does not make Ufe of, for this
Mixture of Good and Evil, Mens Paffions, but the Vi-
ciffitude of the Seafons which we may forefee, and of the
Caprice of the Elements, which we may expef of
Courfe. Of Confequence how eafy is it, and how many
Opportunities have we to merit by our Dependence on,
and Refignation to the Will of God? They fay common-
ly that long Voyages do not make People religious ; but
nothing, one would think, fhould be more capable of mak-
ing them fo, than the Scenes they go through.

The fourth we were ftopped a good Part of the Day
on a Point which runs three Lieagues North and South,
and which they call Pointe Pélée (Bald Point): Itis, not-
withftanding, pretty well wooded on the Weft Side; but
on the Eaft it is only a fandy Soil, with red Cedars, prct-
ty fmall, and in no great Number. The white Cedar is

A2 of
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of more Ufe than the red, whofe wood is brittle, and ot
which they can only make {fmall Goods. They fay here
that Women with Child thould not ufe it for Butks. The
I.eaves of this Cedar have no Smell, but the Wood has :
"This is quite the contrary of the white Cedar. There
are many Bearsin this Country, and laft Winter they kill-
ed on the Point Pélée alone above four hundred.

The fifth, about four o’clock in the Afternoon, we
perceived Land to the South, and twolittle Iflands which
are near it: They call them the Ifles des Serpens a Son-
nettes (Rattle-Snake lflands); and it is faid they are fo
full of them, that they infeét the Air. 'We entered into
the Strait an Hour before Sun-fet, and we pafled the
Night under a very fine Ifland, called /ffe des Bois blanc
(of White Wood). From the Long Point to the Strait,
the Courfe is near Weft; from the Entrance of the Strait
to the Ifle St. Claire, which is five or fix Leagues, and
from thence to Lake Huron, it is a little Eaft by South:
So that all the Strait, which is thirty-two Leagues long,
is between forty-two Degrees twelve or fifteen Minutes,
and forty-three and half North Latitude. Above the
Ifle of §f. Claire the Strait grows wider, and forms a
Lake, which has received its Name from the Ifland, or
has given its own to it. It is about fix L.eagues long, and
as many wide in fome Places.

‘They fay this is the fineft Part of Canada, and indeed
to judge of it by Appearances, Nature has denied it no-
thing that can render a Country beautiful: Hills, Mea-
dows, Fields, fine Woods of Timber Trees, Brooks,
Fountains, and Rivers, and all thefe of fuch a good Qua-
lity, and fo happily intermixed, that one could fcarce de-
fire any Thing more. The Lands are not equally good
for all Sorts of Grain; but the greateft Part are furprifing-
ly fertile, and I have feen fome that bave produced W heat
eight Years together without being manured. However,
they are all good for fomething. The Ifles feem to have
been placed on Purpofe to pleafe the Eye. 'The Rivers
and the Lakes are full of Fith; the Air pure, and the
Climate temperate, and very healthful.

Before
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Before we arrive at the firft Fort, which is on the left
Hand, a League below the Ifle of §¢. Claire, there are on
the fame Side two pretty populous Villages, and which
are very near each other.  The firft is inhabited by fome
Tionnontatez Hurons, the fame, who, after having a long
Time wandered from Place to Place, fixed themfelves
firlt at the Fall of St. Mary, and afterwards at Michilli-
makinac. The fecond is inhabited by fome Pouteonata-
mis. On the Right, alittle higher, there is a third Vil-
lage of QOutacuais, the infeparable Companions of the
Hourons, fince the froquois obliged them both to abandon
their Country. There are no Chriflians among them,
and if there are any among the Pouteouatamis, they are
few in Number. The Hurons are all Chriffians, but they
have no Miflionaries : They fay that they chufe to have
none ; but this is only the Choice of fome of the Chiefs,
who have not much Religion, and who hinder the others
from being heard, who have a long Time defired to have
ene. *

It is a long Time fince the Situation, ftill more than
the Beauty of the Strait, has made us with for a confi-
derable Settlement here: It was pretty well begun fif-
teen Years ago, but fome Reafons which are kept fe-
cret, have reduced it very low. Thofe who did net favour
it faid, firft, that it brought the Peltry of the North roo
near the Englifh, who felling their Merchandizes to the
Savages cheaper than our’s, would draw all the Trade to
New York. Second, that the Lands of the Strast are not
good, that the Surface to the Depth of nine or ten Inches
1s only Sand, and under this Sand there is a Clay fo {tiff,
that Water cannot penetrate it: whence it happens that
the Plains and the inner Parts of the Woods, are always
covered with Water, and that you fee in them only little
Oaks badly grown, and hard Walnut-Trees; and that
the Trees ftanding always in the Water, their Fruit
ripens very late.  But to thefe Reafons they reply, it is
true, that in the Environs of Fort Pontcharirain the
Lands are mixed with Szand, and that in the neirhiour-
ing Forefts there are fome Bottoms that are almoit alw.ys

A 3 full

* They have at length given them one for (ome Years patt.
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full of Wtater. Neverthelefs, thefe very Lands hgvc
yiclded Wheat eighteen Years together without being
manuréd, and one need not go far to find fome that are
éxcellent.  As for the Woods, without going far from
the Fort, T have feen fome in my Walks, which are no
ways inferior to our fineft Forefts.

As to what they fay, that in making a Settlement at
the Strait, we thould bring the Fur Trade of the North
nearer to the Englifb ; there is no Perfon in Canada who
does not own that we fhall never fucceed in hindering the
Savages from carrying their Merchandize'to them, in what-
foever Place we make our Settlements, and whatever
Precautions we take, if they do not find the fame Advan-
tages with us as they find at New York. I could fay
many Things to you, Madam, on this Subject ; but thefe
Difcuflions would carry me too far. We will talk of
this fome Day at our Leifure.

‘The 7th of Fune, which was the Day after my Arrival
at the Fort, M. de Tonti, who is the Commandant, af-
fembled the Chiefs of the three Villages I have before
mentioned, to communicate to them the Orders he had
juft received from the Marquis de Paudreuil. They
heard him patiently, without interrupting him ; and
when he had finithed, the Huron Orator told him in few
‘Words, that they were going to deliberate on what he
had propofed to them, and they would return himan An-
fwerin a fhort Time.—1It is the Cuftom of thefe People,
never to give an Anfwer dire@lly, when it concerns a
Matter of ivine Importance.  Two Days after, they re-
alferabiled i a greater Number at the Commandant’s who
defired me to be prefent at this Council with the Officers
of the Garviton, So/7ra//, who is called by our French
People, t1e [ng o/ ibe Flurons, and who is a&ually the
heraditary Chicf of the Tiomucntatez, who are the true
Flurons, was prefent that Day: But as he is flill ander
Agve, he oniv came for Form @ His Uncle, who governs
tor b, and who s called #he Regent, was Spokefman,
as baing the Crator of the Nation : And the Honour of
ﬂ\mkmg foiall, is commoenly given by Preference to the
Liviuis, wien there are any in a Council. At the fiit

Sici
EA
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Sight of thefe Aflemblies, one is apt to form a mean Idea-
of them. Imagine that you fee, Madam, a Dozen of
Savages almoft naked, their Hair fet inas many different
Forms, and all ridiculous ; fome with lac’d Hats on, and
every one a Pipe in his Mouth, and looking like People
that have no Thought atall. It is much if any one drops
a Word in a Quarter of an Hour, and if they anfwer him
by fo much as a Monofyllable : Neitherare there any Marks
of Diftinétion, or Precedency in their Seats. But we
are quite of another Opinion, when we fee the Refult of
their Deliberations.

‘Two Points were confidered here, which the Gover-
nor had much at Heart. The firit was, to make the
three Villages be contented without any more Brandy,
the Sale of which had been entirely prohibited by the
Council of the Marine. The fecond was, to engage all
the Nations to unite with the French to deftroy the Outa-
gamis, commonly called les Refnards, (the Foxes,) whom
they had pardoned fome Years before, and who were be-
ginning to commit the fame Outrages as before. M. de
Tonti at firft repeated in few Words, by his Interpreter,
what he had more fully explained in the firlt Affembly;
and the Huron Orator replied in the Name of the three
Villages : He made no Introduttion, but wentdireltly to
the Bufinefs in Hand : He {poke a long Time, and lei-
furely, ftopping at every Article, to give the Interpreter
Time to explain in French what he had before {poken in
his own Language. His Air, the found of his Voice, and
his A&ion, though he made no Geftures, appeared to me
to have fomething noble and c¢ngaging; md 1t 1s certain
that what he faid, mu’{ have been very cloquent ; fince from
the Mouth of the Interpreter, who was an ordinary Per-
fon, deprived of all the Ornaments of the Languege, we
were all charmed with tit. 1 muft own aifo, lhat ii“hc
had fpoken two Hours, T thould not huve been tireda R fo-
ment. Another Proof that the Beauties of his Difllourfe
did not come from the Interprerer, is, that this Kl
would never have dared to have faid of himfllf ali he taud

ious. I was even a little furprifed that he hud Cowvee
to repeat fo faithfully, as he did, certain Matters whic h
muft be difpleafing to the Commandunt.——"Vhen e

A 4 ['u""'/
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Huron had done fpeaking, Onanguicé the Chief and Ora-
tor of the Pouteouatamis, exprefled in few Words, and
very ingenicufly, all that the firft had explained more at
Length, and ended in the fame Manner. The Outaouais
did not fpeak, and appeared to approve of what the others
had fpoken.

The Cnclufion was, that the French, if they pleafed,
might refufe to fell any more Brandy to the Savages ; that
they would have done very well if they had never fold
them any ; and nothing could be imagined more forcible
than what the Huron Orator faid in expofing the Difor-
ders occafioned by this Liquor, and the Injury it has done
to all the Savage Nations. The moft zealous Miflionary
could not have faid more. But he added, that they were
now fo accuftomed to it, that they could not live without
it ; from whence it was eafy. to judge, that if they could
not have it of the French, they would apply to the Eng-
Iifh.  As to what concerned the War of the Qufagamis,
he declared, that nothing could be refolved on but in a
general Council of all the Nations who acknowledge
Onunthio ® for their Father; that they would, without
Doubt, acknowledge the Neceflity of this War, but they
could hardly truft the French a fecond "} ime; who hav-
nig re-united them, tohelp them to extirpate the common
Enemy, had granted him Peace without confulting their
Allies, who could never difcover the Reafons of fuch
a Condut.

The next Day T went to vifit the two Savage Villages
which are near the Fort ; and I went firft to the Hurons,
1 found all the Matrons, among whom was the Grand-
mother of Safleratfi, much afflifted to fee themfelves fo
long deprived of Spiritual Helps. Many Things which I
head at the fame Time, contirmed mein the Opinion I
had before entertained, that fome private Interefts were
the only Ubiftacles to the Defires ot thefe good Chriflians.
it 1s to be hoped that the laft Orders of the Council of
the Marine will remove thefe Oppofitions. M. de Tonti
afliired me that he was going to labour at it effeCtually +.

Thofe

* This isthe Name the Savages give the Governor-General.
_t the Huronsof the Strait have at laft obrained a Mif
flor iy, who has reyived ameny them their former Fervor.
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Thofe who condued me to this Village affured me,
that without the Hurons, the other Savages would be
ftarved. This is certainly not the Fault of the Land they
poflefs : With very little Cultivation it would yieid them
Neceflaries : Fithing alone would fupply a good Part, and
this requires little Labour. But fince they have got a
Relifh for Brandy, they think of nothing but heaping up
Skins, that they may have wherewithal to get drunk.
The Hurons, more laborious, of more V¥orefight, and
more ufed to cultivate the Earth, aét with greater Pru-
dence, and by their Labour are ina Condition not only to
fubfift without any Help, but alfo to feed others; but
this indeed they will not do without fome Recom-
pence ; for amongft their good Qualities we muft not
reckon Difintereftednefs.

I was flill better received by the Infidel Pouteouatamis,
than by the Chriftian Hurons. Thele Savages are the
fineft Men of Canada: They are moreover of a very
mild Difpofition, and were always our Friends. Their
Chief, Onanguicé, treated me with a Politenels which
gave me as good an Opinion of his Underftanding, as the
Speech which he made in the Council: He is really a
Man of Merit, and entirely in our Intereft.

As I returned through a Quarter of the Huron Village,
I faw a Company of thefe Savages, who appeared very
eager at Play. T drew near and faw they were playing
at the Game of the Difb. 'This is the Game of which
thefe People are fondeft. At this they fometimes lcle
their Reft, and in fome Meafure their Rzafon. At this
Game they hazard all they poffefs, and many do not
leave off till they are almoft ftripped quite naked, and
till they have loft all they have in their Cabins. Some
have been known to ftake their Liberty for a Time, which
fully proves their Paffion for this Gam=; for there are
no Men in the World more jealous of their Liberty than
the Savages.

The Game of the Difh, which they alfo call the
Game of the little Bones, is only play’d by two Perfons :
Each has fix or eight little Bones, which at firft I took

for
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for Avpricot Stones; they are of that Shane and Bignefs:
But upon viewing them clofely, I percerved that they had
fix unequal Surfaces, the two principal of which are
peintes, one Black, and the other VW hite, in-lining 0 Yel-
low. They make them jump up, by itrikin: the Ground,
or the 7'able, with a ronnd and he'iew Dith, wrich con-
tains them, anc which they twirl reend fisft,. When the-y
have no Difl, trey threw the Denes wp in the Sar with
their “lands - If in falling ti.ey core all e ~ne Colour, he
whe plays wins five: Th: Gume s focry up, and they
fubtr.& he Nuc-bers 2zined Ly the adverte Parcy.  Five
Bones ci the fame Colear win fu one for the frit Time,
but the ‘econd Time ticy win the Game: A lefs Num-
ber wins notnng.

He that wins the Game continues playing : The Lofer
gives his ’lace to another, who1s named by the Markers
of his Side ; for they make Parties at firft, and often the
whole Village is concerned in the Game : Oftentimes al-
fo one Village plays againit another. Each Party chufes
a Marker; but he withdraws when he pleafes, which ne-
ver happens, but when his Party lofes. At every Throw,
efpecially if it happens to be decifive, they make great
Shouts, The Players appear like People poffefled, and
the SpeQators are not more calm. They all make a
thoufand Contortions, talk to the Bones, load the Spirits
of the adverfe Party with Imprecations, and the whole
Village cchoes with Howlings.  If all this does not reco-
ver their Luck, the Lofers may put off the Party till
next Day: It cofts them only a fmall Treat to the
Company.

"Then they prepare to return to the Engagement. Fach
invokes his Genius, and throws fome Tobacco in the Fire
to his Honour.  The afk him above all Things for lucky
Dreams.  As{oon as Day appears, they go again to play;
but il the Lofers fancy that the Goods in their Cabins
made them untucky, the firft Thing they do is to change
them zil. "The great Parties commonly laft five or fix
Days, and citen continue all Night. Inthe mean Time,
as all the Perions prefent, at leaft thofe who are concern-
ed in thic Game, are in an Agitation that deprives them

of
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of Reafon, as they quarrel and fight, which never hap-
pens among the Savages, but on thefe Occafions, and
Drunkennefs, one may judge, if when they have done
playing they do not want Reft.

It happens fometimes that thefe Parties of Play are
made by Order of the Phyfician, or at the Requeft of
the Sick. ‘'There needs no more for this Purpofe than a
Dream of one or the other. This Dream is always taken
for the Order of fome Spirit; and then they prepare them-
fetves for Play with a great deal of Care. They affem-
ble for feveral Nights to try, and to {ee who has the lucki-
eft Hand. 'They confult their Genii, they faft, the mar-
ried Perfons obferve Continence ; ard all to obtain a fa-
vourable Dream. Every Morning they relate what
Dreams they have had, and of all the 'Things they have
dreamt of, which they think lucky; and they make a
Colleftion of all, and put them into little Bags which
they carry about with them; and if any one has the Re-
putation of being lucky, #hat is, in the Opinion of thefe
People, of having a familiar Spirit more powerful, or
more inclined to do Good, they never fail to make him
keep near him who holds the Difth: They even go a
great Way fometimes to fetch him ; and if through Age,
or any Intirmity he cannot walk, they will carry him
on their Shoulders.

They have often prefled the Miflionaries to be prefeni
at thefe Games, as they believe their Guardian Genii are
the moft powerful. It happened one Day in a Huron Village,
that a fick Perfon having fent for a Juggler, this Quack
prefcribed the Game of the Difb, and appointed a Village
at fome Diftance from the fick Perfon’s, to play at. She
immediately fent to afk Leave of the Chicf of the Vil-
lage: It was granted: They played; and when they had
done playing, the fick Perfon gave a great many Thanks
to the Players for having cured her, as fhe faid. But
there was nothing of T'ruth in all this: On the contrary,
the was worlfe ; but one muft always appear fatisfied, even
when there is the leaft Caufe to be fo.

The ill Humour of this Woman and her Relations fell
upon the Miffionaries, who had refufed to aflift at the
Game,
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Game, notwithftanding all the tmpertunities they ufed
to engage them: And in th<ir Anger for the little Com~
plaifance they fhewed on thie Occafiom, they told them,
by Way of Reproach, that fince ther Arrival in this
Country, the Gen1 of the Savages had loft their Power.
Thefe Fathers did not fail to take Advantage of this Con-
feflion, tc make thefe Infidels ‘e; fi5lc of the Weaknefs of
their Deitles, and of the Saporiority of the God of
the Chrifliens. But bchides that or thefe Occafions it
is rare tnat they are well encagls difpufed to hear Reafon,
thefe Barbarians reply coldly, *¢ You have your Gods,
¢ and we have cur’s: *Tis a Misfortune for us that they
¢ are noi fo powerful as your’s.”

The Strait is one of the Countries of Canada where a
Botanift might make the moft Dilcoveries. I have al-
ready oblerved, that all Canada produces a great many
Simples which have great Virtues. There is no Doubt
that the Snow contributes greatly to it: But there is in
this Place a Variety of Soils; which, joined to the Mild-
nefs of the Climate, and the Liberty which the Sun has
to warm the Earth more than in other Places, becaufe the
Country is more open, gives Room to believe that the
Plants have more Virtue here than in any other Place.

One of my Canoe Men lately proved the Force of a
Plant, which we meet with every where, and the Know-
ledge of which is very neceflary for Travellers; not for
its good Qualities, for I never yet heard that it had any,
but becaufe we cannot take too much Care to thun it.
‘They call it the Flee-Plant ; but this Name does not fuf-
ficiently exprefs the Effe&s it produces. Its Lffedts are
more or lefs {enfible, according to the Conftitution of
thofe who touchit. There are fome Perfons on whom it
has no Effe at all; but others, only by looking on it,
are {eized with a violent Fever, which lafts above fifteen
Days, and which is accompanied with a very troublefome
Itch on the Hands, and a great Itching all over the Body.
It has an Effe& on others only when they touch 1t, and
then the Party affected appears all over like a Leper.
Some have begn known to have loft the Ufe of their

Hands
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Hands by it. We know no other Remedy for it as yet
but Patience. After fome Time all the Symptoms difappear.

There grow alfo in the Strait L.emon-Trees in the na-
tural Soil, the Fruit of which have the Ehape and Colour
of thofe of Portugal, but they are fmaller and of a flat
Tafte. They are excellent in Conferve. The Root of
this Tree is a deadly and very fubtiie Poifon, and at the
fame Time a fovereign Antidote againft the Bite of Ser-
pents. It muft be pounded, and applied dircélly to the
Wound. This Remedy takes Zffeét inftantly, and never
fails, On both Sides of the Struit the Country, as they
fay, preferves all its Beauty {or about ten Leagues with-
in Land; after which they find fewer Fruit Trees, and
not fo many Meadows. Rut at the End of five or fix
Leagues, inclining towards the Lake Fri# to the South
Weft, one {ees vaft Meadaws which extend above 2 hun-
dred Leagues every Way, and «rich feed a prodigious
Number of thofe Cattle which I have already mentioned
feveral Times.

[ am, ¢,
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LETTER XVIII

Various Remarks on the Charafler, Cufloms, and Giverna
ment of the Savages.

Mapawm, A4t DeETrOIT (the STRATIT), Fune 14,

AF TER I had clofed my laft Letter, and given it
to a Perfon who was going down to &ueber, 1 pre-
pared myfelf to continwe my Journey, and in Fa&, Iem-
barked the next Day, but I did not go far, and by the
Want of Precaution in my :Condu&ers, 1 am returned
here to Fort Pontchartrain, where I fear I fhall be ebliged
to ftay yet feveral Days. Thefe are Difappointments
which we muft expeét with the Canadian Travellers,
they are never in Hafte, and are very negligent in taking
their Meafures. But as we muft make the beft of every
Thing, I fhall take Advantage of this Delay, to begin ta
entertain you with the Government of the Savages, and
of their Behaviour in public Affairs. By this Knowledge
you will be better able to judge ot what I fhall have Oc-
cafion to fay to you hereafter; but I fhall not ipeak very
largely on this Subjeét: Firft, becaufe the Whole is not
very interefting : Secondly, becaufe I will write nothing
to you buc what is fupperted by good Teftimony, and it
is not eafy to find Perfons whofe Sincerity is entirely un-
fulpe&ted, at leaft of Iixaggeration; or who may not be
fufpe&ed of having given Credit too lightly to all they
heard; or who have Difcernmen: enough to take Things
in a right View, which requires a long Acquaintance with
the Country, and the Inhabitants. I fhall fay nothing of
my own on this Article, and this will prevent me from
following a regular Series in what [ thall fuy. But it will
not be difficult for vou to colleét and make a pretty reon-

-
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lar Whole of the Remarks which I fhall interfperfe in my
Letters, according as I receive them.

It muft be acknowledged, Madam, that the nearer
View we take of our Savages, the more we difcover in
them fome valuable Qualities. The chief Part of the
Principles by which they regulate their Conduél, the ge-
neral Maxims by which they govern themfelves, and the
Bottom of their Charaéter, have nothing which appears
barbarous. Furthermore, the Ideas, though quite con-
fufed, which they have retained of a firft Being; the
Traces, tho’ almoft effaced, of a religious Worthip,
which they appear to have rendered formerly to this Su-
preme Deity; and the faint Marks, which we obferve,
even in their moft indifferent A&tions of the antient Be-
lief, and the primitive Religion, may bring them more
eafily than we think, into the Way of Truth, and make
their Converfion to Chriffianity to be more eafily cffeét-
ed than that of more civilized Nations. In Fa&, we
learn from Experience, that Policy, Knowledge, and
Maxims of State, create in the laft an Attachment and a
Prejudice for their falfe Belief, which all the Skill, and
all the Zeal of the Labourers of the Gofpel have much
Pains to overcome. So that there is Need of Grace ac-
ting more powerfully on enlightened Infidels, who zare
almoft always blinded by their Prefumption, than on thofe
who have nothing to oppofe to it but a very limited
Knowledge,

The greateft Part of the People of this Continent have

a Kind of Ariftocratic Government, which varies almoft
to‘Inﬁnity. For altho” each Village has its Chief, who
15 independent of all the others of the fame Nation, and
on whom Lis Subjeéts depend in very few Things; ne-
verthelefs, no Affair of any Importance is concluded with-
out the Advice of the Elders. Towards /cadia the Sa-
chems were more abfolute, and it does not appear that
they were obliged as the Chiefs are in almoft all other
Places, to beftow Bounties on private Perfons. On the
contrary, they received a Kind of Tribute from their
Subjeéts, and by no Means thought it a Part of their
3randeur to referve nothing for themfelves. But there
is
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is Reafon to think that the Difpetfion of thefe Savages of
Acadia, and perhaps alfo their Intercourfe with the
French, have occafioned many Changes in their old Form
of Government, concerning which Lefcarbot and Cham-
plain are the only Authors who have given us any Parti-
‘culars.

Many Nations have each threc Families, er principal
Tribes, as antient, in all Probabtlity, as their Origin.
They are neverthelefs derived from the fame Stock, and
there is ome, who is looked upon as the firff, which has a
Sort of Pre-eminence over the two others, who ftile thofe
of this Tribe Brothers, whereas between themfelves they
ftile each other Coufins. 'Thele Tribes are mixed, with-
out being-confownded, each has its diftin€t Chief in every
Village; and in the Affairs which concern the whole
Nation, thefe Chiefs affemble to deliberate thereon. Fach
‘T'ribe bears the Name of fome Animal, and the whole
Nation has alfo one, whofe Name they take, and who'e
Figure is their Mark, or, as one may fay, their Coat of
Arms. They fign Treaties no otherwife than by tracing
thefe Figures on it, unlefls fome particular Reafons make
them fubftitute others,

"Thus the Huron Nation is the Nation of the Porcupine.
Its firft Tribe bears the Name of the Bear, or of the
Roc-Buck. Awuthors differ about this. The two others
have taken for their Animals, the #olf and the Tortoife.
In fhort, each Village has alfo its own Animal; and pro-
bably it is this Variety which has occafioned fo many
Miftakes in the Authors of Relations. Furthermore, it is
proper to obferve, that befides thefe Diftin&tions of Na-
tions, Tribes, and Villages, by Animals, there are yet
others which-are founded upon fome Cuftom, or on fome
particular Event. For Inftance, the Tionnontatez Hurons,
who are of the firft Tribe, commonly call themfelves the
Nation of Tobacco; and we have a Treaty, in which
thefe Savages, who were then at Michillimakinac, have
put for their Mark the Figure of a Beaver.

The Iroguois Nation have the fame Animals as the
Huron, of which 1t appears to be a Colony; yet witch this
Yor. I1. B Dificrence,
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Difference, that the Family of the Tortoife is divided in-
to two, which they call the greaf and the littlz Tortoife.
FThe Chief of cach Family bears the Name of it, and in.
public Tranfa&lions they never give him any other. It s
the fame in Refpeét to the Chicf of the Nation, and of
each Village. But befides this Name, which is, as T
may {ay, only a Reprefentation, they have another whxch
diftinguithes them morc particularly, and which is, as it
were, a Title of Honour. Thus one is called the moft
noble, another the moft antient, &c. Laftly they have a
third Name which is perfonal ; but I am apt to think that
this is only ufed among the Nations, where the Rank of
Chief is hereditary.,

"The conferring or giving thefe Titlesg, is always per-
formed with great Ceremony. The new Chief, or if he
is too young, he who reprcfents him, muft make a Feaft-
and give Prefents, {peak the Eulagium of his Predeceflor,
and {ing his Song. But there are fome perfonal Names
fo famous, that no one dares to aflume them; or which,
at leaft, remain a long Time before they are re-pflumed :
When they do it, they call it, raifing from the Bead the
Perfon who formerly had that Name, v

In the North, and in all Places where the dlgonguin
Language prevails, the Dignity of Chief is elgdtive ; all’
the Ceremony of the Ele&tion and Inftallatien confifts in
Feaits, accompanied with Dances and Songs. The Chief
ele@cd never fails to make the Panegyrick of him whofe
Place he takes, and to invoke his Genins. Amongft the
Huyrone, where this Dignity is hereditary, the Succeffion is
coniinued by the Woman’s Side; fo that at the Death of
the Chie!, it is not his Son that fuceceeds him, but his
Sifter’s Sony or, in Cafe of Failure of {uch, the neareft
Relation by the Female Line.  If a whole Branch hap-
pens to be extindt, the noblelt Matron of a Tribe chufes
the Perfon the likes beft, and declares him Chief.

They muft be ef an Age it to govern ; and if the he~.
reditary Chiet is not of Age, they chufe a Regent, who
has all the Authority, but who exercifes it in the Name
of the Minor., In general, thefe Chiefs do not receive

Wy
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any great Marks of Refpe&t; and if they are always obey-
ed, it is becaufe they know how far their Commands
will have Force. It is true alfo, that they entreat or
propofe, rather than Command, and that they never ex-
ceed the Bounds of the little Authority they have. Thus
it is Reafon that governs; and the Government is the
more effeftual, as the Cbedience is more voluntary, and
that there is no Fear of its degenerating into T'yranay.

Befides this, every Family has a Right to chufe them-
felves a Counfellor, or an Aflitant to the Chief, who is
to watch over their Interefls, and without whole Advice
the Chief can undertake nothing. Thefe Counfellors are
efpecially obliged to take Care of the public Treafure, and
it belongs to them to diret how itis to be employed.
The firft Reception of them into this Office, is in a ge-
neral Council ; but they do net give Notice of this to
their Allies, as they do in the Ele€tion or Inftallation of
a Chief. In the Huron Nations, the Women name
the Counfellors, and they often chufe Perfons of their
own Sex.

This Body of Counfellors or Affiftants, is the firft of
all: The fecond is that of the Elders; that is to fay, of
all who have attained the Age of Maturity. I could ne-
ver learn exaltly what this Age is. The laft is that of the
Warrtors: [t comprehends all that are able to bear Arms,
"This Body has often at its Head the Chief of the Nation,
or of the Village ; but he mutit have diftinguithed himfelf
firlt by fome brave Adtion, otherwife he is obliged to
ferve as a Subaltern ; tZaf is fo fay, asa common Soldier,
for there is no other Rank in the Armies of the Savages.

A great Party may indeed have feveral Chiefs, becaufe
they give this Title to all thofe who have ever command-
ed; but they are not the lefs {ubjeét to the Commander
of the Party, a Kind of General without Charaller, with-
out real Authority, who can neither reward nor punifh,
whole Soldiers may leave him when they pleafe, without
his having a Right to fay any Thing to them on that Ac-
count, and who neverthelefs is fcarce ever contradiGled.
So true is it, that amongft Men who govern themicives by

B2 Reafon,
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Reafon, and are guided by Honour and a Zeal for their
Country, Independence does not deftroy Subordination ;
and that a free and voluntary Obedience is generally the
moft to be depended on. For the reft, the Qualities requir-
ed in a War-Chief, are to be fortunate, brave, and difin-
terefted. It is not ftrange,. that they fhould obey without
Difficnlty a Man in whom thefe three Charallers are
known to be united.

The Wonten havé the principal Authority among all
the People of the Huron Language, if we except the
{roquois Canton of Onneyouth, where it is alternate be-
tween the Sexes. But if this is their Law, their Pratice
is feldom conformable to it. In Reality, the Men ac-
quaint the Women only with what they pleafe to let
them know, and anh important Affair is feldom communi-
cated to them, though all is tranfaéted in their Name, and
the Chiefs are only their Licutenants.

What T told you, Madam, of the Grandmother of the
hereditary Chief of the Hurons of the Strait, who could
never obtain a Miflionary for her Village, is a good Proof
that the real Authority of the Women is confined to very
narrow Limits; yet I have been affured, that they deli-
berate firlt on what is propofed in the Council, and af-
terwards they give the Refult of their Deliberation to the
Chiets, who make a Report of it to the general Council,
compoled of the Llders : But it feems very probable, that
all this is done for Form, and with the Reftritions 1 have
mentioned. The Warriors confult alfo among themfelves
on every Thing in their Departiment, but they can con-
clude nothing of Importance, or that concerns the Nati-
onor the Village.  Every Thing muft be examined and
determined in the Counal of the Elders, who give the
tinal Decree.

It muft be acknowledged that they procged in thefe Af-

fgmblies with fuch Prudence, Maturity, Ability, and, I

will allo fay, for the moft Vart, fuch Probity, as would .
have done Honour o the Arcopagus of Atbens, and the
Senate of Rome, in the nioft flourithing Times of thole
Republics.  The Reafon is, that they conclude nothing
haltily, and tiat the frong Pafliodls which have made fuch
Algeratiops
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Alterations in the Syftems of Policy, even amongf Chri/-
tians, have not yet prevailed in thefe Savages over the
Public Good. "The Parties concerned do not fail to em-
ploy fecret Springs, and fuch Intrigue to accomplifit their
Defigns, that one would fcarce believe could enter anto
the Thoughts of fuch Barbarians. It is alfo true, that
they poffefs, in the higheft Degree, the great Art of con-
cealing their Proceedings. For the moft Part, the Glory
of the Nation, and the Motives of Honour, are the chief
Springs of all their Undertakings. What we cannot ex-
cufe in them, is, that generally thcy place all their Ho-
nour in revenging themfelves, and give no Bounds to
their Revenge: A Fault which Chriftianity alone can
thoroughly reform, and which all our Politenefs and our
Religion does not always correét.

Each Tribe has its Orator in every Village, and there
are few but thefe Orators who have a Right to fpeak in
the public Councils, and in the gencral Aflemblies. They
always fpeak well, and to the'Purpofe. Befides that na-
tural Eloquence, which none of thofe who have been
acquainted with them will difpute, they have a perfett
Knowledge of the Interefts of thofe who employ them,
and a Dexterity in placing their Rights in the faireft Light,
that nothing can exceed. On fome Occafions, the Wo-
men have an Orator, who fpeaks in their Name, and as
if he was folely their Interpreter.

One would think that People, who we may fay have
no Pofleilions, ecither public or private, and who have no
Ambition to extend themfelves, fhould have very few
Things te adjuft with each other. But the Spirit of
Man, naturally reftlefs, cannot remain without Adkipn,
and is ingenious in finding itfelf Employment.  This 15
certain, that our Savages negociate continually, and have
always fome Affair on the Carpct. Phere are fome T'req-
ties to conclude, or to renew, Offers of Service, mutual
Civilities, Alliances they court, Invitations to join in mak-
ing War, Condolences on the Death of a Chief, or of
fome confiderable Perfon. Al this is done with a Digni-
ty, an Attention, I will even venture to fay with an Abili-
2, worthy of the moft important Affaivs : And they arg

3 fometimes,
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fometimes more fo than they feem to be; for thofe they
depute for thefe Purpofes, have almoft always fome fecret
Inftru@ions, and the apparent Motive of their Deputation
is only a Veil that hides another of more Confequence.

"The Iroquois Nation has for the two laft Ages made the
greateft Figure in Canada. By their Succeffes in War
they have gained over the greateft Part of the other Na-
tions a Superiority, which none of them at prefent arc in
a Condition to difpute; and from a peaccable Nation,
as they were formerly, they are become very reft-
lefs and intriguing. But nothing has contributed more
to render them formidable, than the Advantage of
their Situation; which they foon difcovered, and knew
very well how to take Advantage of it. Placed between
us and the Englifb, they foon conceived that both Nati-
ans would be obliged to court them ; and it is certain that
the principal Attention of both Colonies, fince their Set-
tlement, has been to gain them, or at leaft to engage them
to remain neuter : Being perfuaded on their Part, that if
one of thefe Nations fhould prevail over the other, they
fhould foon be opprefled, they have found the Secret to
balance their Succefles ; and if we confider that all their
Forees joined rogether have never amounted to more than
five or fix thoufand fighting Mcn, and that long ago they
were diminifhed above half, one muft acknowledge that
they dould not, with fo fmall a Power, have fupported
themfelves as they have done, but by great Skill and
Addrefs,

As to what relates to private Perfons, and the particu-
lar Concerns of the Villages, thefe are reduced to a very
fmall Compafs, and are foon decided. "The Authority of
the Chiefs does not extend, or very rarely extends, fo
far; and generally thofe who have any Reputation, arg
employed only for the Public. A fingle Afair, however
trifling it may be, 1s a long Time under Delberation.
Every Thing is treated of with a great deal of Circum-
fpedtion, and pothing is decided ull they have heard
every one who defires it. If they kave made a Prefent
upder Hind to an Elder, to fecure his Vore, they e
furc to oltain it when the Prefent is accepted, [t was

fcarce
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fearce ever heard that a Savage failed in an Engagement
of this Kind; but he does not take it eafily, and he never
recetves with both Hands. The young People enter ecar-
ly into the Knowledge of Bufincls, which renders them
ferious and mature in an Age in which we are yet Chil-
dren : This interefts them in the Public Good from their
early Youth, and infpires them with an Emulation, which
is cherifhed with great Care, and from which there 1s

Reafon to expet the greateft Things.

The greateft Defed of this Government, ie, that there
is no Punithment for Crimes ameng thefc People.  In-
deed this Defe& has not the fame Confequences here,
which it would have with us: The great Spring of our
Paflions, and the principa] Source of the Diferders which
moft difturb civil Society, that is to fay, Scit-Intereft,
having fcarce any Power over People, who never think
of laying up Riches, and who take little Thought for the
Morrow,

"Fhey may alfo juftly be reproached with their 27 onner
of bringing up their Children, They koow nce = g
it is to chaftife them: Whilft they are little, ihey
fay they have no Reafon; and the Savages are nct of
the Opinion, that Punifhment promotes Under(tanding.
When they are old enough to reafon, they fay that they
are Mafters of their own A&ions, and that they are ac-
countable to no Perfon for them. They carry thefe two
Maxims {o far, as to fuffer themfelves to be ill ufed by
drunken Pcople, without defending themiclves, for Fear
of hurting them. If you endeavour to fhew them the
Folly of this Conduét, they fay, i#hy fbould we hurt
them 2 They know not what they do.

In a2 Word, thefe Americans are entirely convinced
that Man 1s born free, that no Power on Earth has any
Right to make any Attempts agaipﬁ_his Liberty, and that
nothing can make him Amcends for its Lofs. " We haye
even had much Pains to urdeceive thofe converted to
C/J/‘zﬂiﬂnll}v ?n this Hea_d, and‘l‘u m;'l.’r:x them underitand,
that in Confequence of the Corruption of wur Natyre
which is the Effe&t of Sin, an unreftrained Liberty of o

By ing
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ing Evil differs little from a Sort of Neceffity o_F com-
mitting it, confidering the Strength of the Inclination,
which carries us to it ; and that the Law which reftrains
us brings us nearer to our firft Liberty, in feeming to de-
prive us of it. Happily for them, Lxperience does not
make them feel in many material Articles alf the Force of
this Bias, which produces in other Countries fo many
Crimes. Their Knowledge being more confined than
our’s, their Defires are ftill more fo. Being ufed only to
the fimpie Neceflaries of Life, which Providence has fuf-
ficiently provided for them, they have fcarce any Idea of
Superfluity.

After all, this Toleration, and this Impunity, is a great
Diforder. There is alfo another, in the Defeét of Sub-
ordination, which appears in the Public, and ftill more
fo in Domeftic Concerns, where every one does what he
pleafes; where the Father, Mother, and Children, often
live like People met together by Chance, and who are
bound by no Obligations to each other; where the young
People treat of the Affairs of the Family without com-
municating any Thing of it to their Parents, no more than
if they were Strangers; where the Children are brought
up in an entire Independence, and where they accuftom
themfelves early not to hearken either to the Voice of
Nature, or the moft indifpenfable Duties of Society.

If in the Nations that are moft prudently governed, and
which are reftrained by the Reins of 2 moft holy Religion,
we_fhill fee fome of thofe Monfters which are a Difgrace
to Human Nature, they at leaft create Horror, and the
Laws fupprefs them: But what is only the Crime of 4
privatc Perfon, when it is attended with Punithment, be .
comes the Crinie of the Nation that leaves it unpunithed,
as even Parricide itfelf is among the Savages. Were it
ftill more uncommon than it is, this Tmpunity is a Blot
which nothing can cTace, and which appears entirely
barbarous. "Thure ae, however, in all this, fome [x-
ceptions, which [ fhall mention prefently; but, inmene-
val fuch is the Spinit that prevails among our Savages.

Ther are not only prrusded that a Perfon who is rot
sl Senles s pot o Lo repichenidad, or at lealt not

N
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to be punithed ; but they imagine alfo, that it is unwor-
thy of a Man to defend himfelf againfta Woman or a
Child ; but it is always underftood, where there is no
anger of Life, or of being maimed; yet m this Cafe, if
it is poffible, they get away. But 1f a Savage kills ano-
ther belonging to his Cabin, if he is drunk, (zmd they of-
ten counterfeit Drunkennefs when they intend to commit
fuch Aétions) all the Confequence is, that they pirv snd
weep for the Dead. It & o AMisovtune, (tluy D) the
Murderer knew not what be did.

If he did it in cool Blood, they readily conclude that
he had good Reafons for coming to this Extremitv: i1t
is plain he had none, it belongs to thofe of his Cabm, as
the only Perfons concerned, to punifh hu1: They may
put him to Death, but they feldom do it; and it they
do, it is without any Form of Juftice; fo that his Death
has lefs the Appearance of a lawful Punithment than the
Revenge of a private Perfon. Sometimes a Chief will be
glad of the Opportunity to get rid of a bad Subje. In
a Word, the Crime is not punifhed in 2 Manner that fa-
tishies Juftice, and which citablifhes the public Peace and
Safety.

An Affaffination which affeéts feveral Cabins, would
always have bad Confequences. Oftentimes there needs
no more to fet a whole Village in a Flame, and e-
ven a whole Nation: For which Reafon, on thefe QOc-
cafions, the Council of the Elders negle&t no Means to
reconcile the Parties betimes; and if they fucceed, it is
comnionly the Public who make the Prefents, and take all
the Meafures to appeafe the Family offended. The [peedy
Punithment of the Guilty, would at once put an Eud to
the Affair; and if the Relations of the Dead can get the
Murderer in their Power, they _may punith hum as they
pleafe 5 but the People of his Cabin think it is not for
their Honour to facrifice him 3 and often theVillage, or the
Nation, does not think it proper to conftrain them to do 1.

I have read in a Letter of Father Brebenf, who lived
amongft the flirons that they ufed to punith Murder in
this Manner.  They laid the dead Bedy upon Poles, at

e
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the Top of a Cabin, and the Murderer was obliged ta
remain feveral Days together, and to receive all that dropt
from the Carcafe, not only on himfelf, but alfo on his
Food, which they fet by him; unlefs by a confiderable
Prefent to the Cabin of theDeceafed, he obtained the Fa-
vour of having his Food freed from this Poifon; but the
Miffionary does not fay, whether this was done by public
Authority, or whether it was only done by Way of Re-
prifal by the Perfons concerned, when they could get the
Murderer in their Power. However this may be, the
moft common Means ufed by the Savages to make
Amends to the Relations of a Perfon murdered, is to fup-
ply his Place by a Prifoner of War; in this Cafe the Cap-
tive is almoft always adopted: He takes Pofleflion of all
the Rights of the Deceafed, and foon makes them forget
him whofe Place he fupplies. But there are fome odious
Crimes which are immediately punithed with Death, at
leaft among {ome Nations, among(t which are Sorceries.

Whoever is fufpefted of Sorcery is fafe no where;
they even make them undergo a Sort of Torture, to ob-
lige them to difcover their Accomplices, aflter which they
are condemned to the Punithment of Prifoners of War’;
but the Confent of his Family is firft atked, which they
dare not refufe. Thofe who are leaft culpable are knock-
ed on the Head before they are burnt. "They treat much
in the fame Manner thofe that dithonour their Families,
and commonly it is the Family that executes the Delin-
quent. '

Among the Hurons, who were much inclined to fteal,
and who did it fo dexteroufly, that our moft fkillful Pick-
pockets would think it an Honour to them, it was allow-
ed when they found out the Thief, not only to take from
him again what he had ftolen, but alfo to carry away eve-
ry ‘Thing that was in his Cabin, and to ftrip him, his
Wife and Children, quite naked, without his having the
Liberty to make the leaft Refiftance. And to prevent all
the Difputes which might arife on this Subjeét, they a-
gﬁreed on certain Points which they have always obferved.
Yor Inftance, every ‘Thing found, tho’ it had been loft
but 2 Moment, belonged to the Perfon that found 1t, pro-

vided
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vided the Lofer had not claimed it before.  But if they
difcovered the leaft unfair Dealing on the Part of the
Finders, they were obliged to reftore it, which fometimes
occafioned Difputes that were pretty difficult to decide:
The following is a fingular Inftance of this Kind.

A good old Woman, whofe whole Stock confifted in a
Collar of Porcelain, or Shells, which was worth about
fifty Crowns, carried it always with her in a little Bag,
One Day as the was working in the Field, the hung her
Bag upon a Tree; another Woman who perceived it, and
who longed very much to fharp her out of her Collar,
thought it a favourable Opportunity to get it without be-
ing accufed of Theft: She never loft Sight of it, and in
an Hour or two, the old Woman being gone into the
next Field, the ran to the Tree and began to cry out, that
fhe had made a good find. The old Woman at this Cry
turned her Head, and faid the Bag belonged to her; that
it was fhe who hung it to the Tiee, that fhe had neither
loft nor forgot it, and that fhe intended to take it again
when fhe had done her Work. 'The other Party replied,
thut there was no judging of Intentions, and that having
quitted the Ficld without taking again her Bag, one
might naturally conclude, fhe had forgot it.

After many Difputes between thefe two Women, be-
tween whom  there paffed neverthelefs not the leaft dif-
oblicing Word, the Affair was carried before an Arbitra-
tor, who was the Chief of the Village, and this was his
Decree: ¢¢ To judge {triétly, fays he, the Bag belongs to
¢ her that found it ; but the Circumftances are fuch, that
if this Woman will not be 1axed with Avarice,
fhe muft reftore it to her that claims it, and be con-
tented with a fimall Prefent, which the other is indif-
¢ pentably obliged to make her:” The two Parties fub-
mitted to this Decifion 3 and it is proper to obferve, that
ihe Four of hang noted for Avarice, has as muck Influ-
cuee on rhe Mind of the Savagcs, as the Fear of Punifh-
sient would have, and that in general thefe People are
Zovarnad more by Principles of Honour than by any other
Afoones \vhat I have further to add, Madam, will give
voir anoiher Proot of this: Thave faid &bcforc, that to hin-
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der the Confequences of a Murder, the Public takes up-
on itfelf to make the Submiflions for the Guilty, and to
make Amends to the Parties concerned : Would you be-
lieve that even this has more Power to prevent thefe Dif-
orders than the fevereft Laws? But this is certainly true:
Foras thefe Submiffions are extremely mortifying to Men
whofe Pride furpafles all Defcription, the Criminal is more
affeéted by the Trouble which he fees the Public fuffer on
his Account, than he would be for himfelf ; and a Zeal
for the {Jorour of the Nation reftrains thefe Barbarians
much more powerfully, than the Fear of Death or Pu-
sithments.

But it is very certain, that Impunity has not always
prevailed amongft them as it has done in thefe latter
‘Times, and our Miflionaries have ftill found fome T'races
of the antient Rigour with which they ufed to fupprefs
Crimnes. Theft in particular was looked upon as a Blog
which dithonoured a Family, and every one had a Right
to wafth away the Stain with the Blood of the Delinquent.
Father Brebeuf one Day faw a young Huron who was
killing a Woman with a Club ; he ran to him to prevent
it, and afked him why he committed fuch Violence,
¢ She is my Sifter, replied the Savage, fhe is guilty of
¢ Theft, and I will expiate by her Death, the Difgrace
“ fhe has brought upon me and all my Family.” My
Letter is juft now called for, and I eonclude with my
Aflurances of being,

Yours, ©e.

LETTER
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L ET T ER XIX

Poyage from DETROTYT (the STRATT) to MICHILLIMA-
KiNac. Defeription of the Country. Of the MARr-
RIAGES of thbe SAVAGES.

Mapawm, MICHILLIMAKINAC, Fune 30.

T was the 18th of this Month that I at length depart-

ed in good earneft from the Fort of Pontchartrain at
Detroit, a little before Sun-fet. I had fearce gone a
League, when a Storm, accompanied with a Deluge of
Rain, obliged me to go afhore very wet, and we pafled
the Night very unpleafantly. 'The next Day all I could
do was to crofs the Lake of S2. Claire, though this Paflage
is but four Leagues. The Country appeared to me good
on both Sides. At half Way we leave upon the left Hand
a River which is at leaft a hundred Paces wide at its
Mouth. They call it the Huron’s River, becaufe thele
Savages took Refuge here during the War with the Iro-
guois.  On the Right, and almoft oppofite, there is an-
other, the Entrance of which is twice as wide, and WhiC{l
they go up eighty Leagues without meeting any Fall,
which is rare in the Rivers of this Country. I could not,
learn its Name.

The Route to Fort Detroit, from the End of the
Traverfe, is Eaft North Eaft; from thence we turn tg
the North by the Faft, even to the South for four Leagues,
at the End of which on the Right hand we find a Village of
Miffifaguez, fituate on a fruitfyl Soil at the Entrance of
fome very fine Meadows, and in the moft agreeable Si-
tuation that can be feen. From thence to Lake Huron
they reckon twelve Leagues, and the Cauntry is all the

Way
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Way charming. It is a magnificent Canal as ftraight 23 a
Line, bordered with lofty Woods, divided by fine Mea-
dows, and fprinkled with Iflands, fome of which are
pretty large.  We fteer here North North Eaft, and at
the Eatrance of Lake Huron, the Courfe is North for
twelves Leagues further.

In crofling Lake §t. Claire, 1 had in my Canoe a young
Savage {trong and vigoreus, and on the Strength of whole
Arms I much depended, in granting him the Paffage
which he afked of me; but he gave me little Affiftance.
In Recompence he diverted me much, till a Storm which
rofe over our Heads, began to make me unealy. ‘This
young Man had been at his Toilet before he embarked,
and he did not give three Strokes with his Oar, but he
took his Looking Glafs to fee if the Motion of his Arms
had not difordered the drefling of his Hair ; or if the
Sweat had not aliered the Figures he had drawn on his
Face with Red, and other Colours, with which he had
painted him{elf.

I know not whether he did not hope to arrive at the
Village of the Miffifaguez before Night, to be prefent at
fome Feaft, but we could not go fofar. The Stormbegan
juft as we got to an Ifland at the End of the Traverfe of
the Lake, and we were forced to ftay there. The young -
Savage however did not appear to be much difconcerted
at this Difappointment, for thefe People are eafily recon-
ciled to every Accident : Perhaps alfo he only intended to
fhew himfelf to us in all his Finery ; but if this was his
Defign he loft his Labour, I had feen him a few Days
before in his natural Appearance, and liked him much
better than with this odd Mixture of Colours, which had
coft him fo much Pains. We fee few Women paint
their Faces here, butthe Men, and efpecially the young
ones, are very curious in this Ornament : ‘There are fome
who employ half a Day in painting themfelves in this
Maurer only to go from Door to Door to be looked at,
and who return mightily fatisfied with themfelves, tho’
Nobody has faid 2 Word to them.

We
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We entered I.ake Huron the twentieth, about tem in
the Morning.. And we prefently had the Diverfion of
fithing for Sturgeon. The next Day, in Spite of the
Thunder, which grumbled all the Day, but which was
fatisfied with threatening us, I advanced near twenty-
five Leagues. on the Lake, but the twenty-third a thick
Fog, which hindered us from feeing four Paces before
our Canoe, obliged us to go more flowly, becaufe we
failed on a rocky Bottom, which in many Places is not
covered with halfa Foot Water: It extends a great \Way
into the Lake, and is ten L.eagues long: Our Canadians
call it Jes Pays Plats, (the flat Country.)

The next Day we gained the Bay of Saguinam, which
1s five or fix Leagues.wide at the Mouth, and thirty
deep. The Outaquais havea Village in the Bottom of
this Bay, which they fay isa very fine Country. From
thence to Michillimakinac we fee nothing fine, no more
Vines, bad Woeds, and.very little Game. Ten Leagues
above the Bayof Saguinam, we {ee two pretty large Ri-’
vers a League diftant frém each other, and four or five
Leagues farther the Bay of Tsnserre (Thunder Bay,)
which 1s three Lieagues wide at its Entrance, and has bat
little Depth. ' :

Michillimakinac + 15 432 30 Minutes North Lati~
tude, and the Courfe which isa.100 Leagues from the:
Mouth of the Strait, coafting the Weft Side of Lake’
Huron, is almeft North. -I arrived the twenty-eighth at:
this Poft, which is much declined fince M. de la Motte
Caddlac drew to Detroit the greateft Part of the Savages
who were fettled here, and efpecially the Hurons. Seve-
ral OQutnayais have followed them, others have difperfed
themfelves in the Ifles of Caffor; thereis only here a
middling Village, where there is ftill a great Trade for
Peltry, becaufe it is the Paflage or the Rendezvous of
many of the Savage Nations. The Fort is preferved, and
the Houfe of the Miflionaries, who are not much em-

ployed

+ Some prenounee it Mifillimakinac, which deceived M. e
la Martiniere, who has made it two different Places.
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ployed at prefent, having never found much Docility
among the Outaouais 3 but the Court thinks their Pre-
fence neceflary, in a Place where one muft often treat
with our Allies, to exercife their Miniftry among the
French, who come hither in great Numbers. 1 have
been affured, that fince the Settlement of Detroit, and
the Difperfion of the Savages occafioned thereby, many
Nations of the North who ufed to bring their Peltries
hither, have taken the Route of Hudfon’s Bay, by the
River Bourbon, and go there to trade with the Englifh;
but M. de la Motte could by no Means forefee this Incon-
venience, fince we were then in Pofleflion of Hudfon’s
Bay.

The Situation of Michillimakinac is very advantageous
for Trade. This Poft is between three great Lakes;
Lake Michigan, which is three Hundred Leagues in Com-
pafs, withcut mentioning the great Bay that comes into
it ;5 Lake Huron, which is three Hundred and fifty
Leagues in Circumference, and which is triangular ; and
the Upper l.ake, which is five Hundred Leagues. All
three arc navigable for the largeft Barks,-and the two firft
are only feparated by a little Strait; which hasalfo Water
enough for fome Barks, which may ftill fail without any

bftacle through all the Lake Er# till they come to Ni-
agara. 1 1s true there is no Communication between
Lake Huron and the Upper Lake, but by a Canal of twenty-
two Leagues, much encumbered with Falls or Torrents ;
but thefe Torrents do not hinder the Canoes from coming
to unload av Michillimakinac, every Thing that can be
got from the Upper Lake.

‘ThisLake istwo Hundred Leagues long from Eaft to
Weft, and in many Places eighty wide from North to
South, all the Coaft is fandy, and pretty ftraight ; it would
be dangerous to be furprifed here by a North Wind.
The North Side is more convenient for failing, becaufe
it isall along lined with Rocks, which form little Har-
bours, where it is very eafy to take Refuge ; and nothing
1s more neceffary when we fail in a Canoe on this Lake,
in which Travellers have obferved a pretty fingular Phe-
nomenon. They fay, that when there will be a Sterm
they have Notice of it two Days before. At firft, they

perceive
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perceive a little Trembling on the Surface of the Water,
and that lafts all the Day, without any mani'?t Increafe;
the next Day the Lake is covered with pretty lorge
Waves, but they do not break all the Day, fo that one
may fail without Danger, and :nay alio miake a great deal
of Way if the Wind is fair ; but the third Day, when it
is leaft expeéted, the Lake is all on Fire; the Gcean, in
its greateft Fury, is not more agitated, and one mult have
inftantly fome Afylum to fly to for Safety ; wlich we are
fure to find on the Ncrth Side, whereas on the South
Coaft, one muft from the fecond Day encamp at a good
Diftance from Shore.

The Savages, by Way of Acknowledgment for the
Quantity of Fifh this Lake affordsthem, and through the
Refpeét they are infpired with from its vaft Exient, have
made it a Kind of Deity, and offer Sacrifices to it after
their Manner. ButI think it is not to the Lake itfelf,
but to the Genius which prefides overit, that they offer
up their Prayers : If we believe them, this Lake has a
divine Origin: "T'was Michabou, the God of the Wa-
ters, who made it to take Beavers. In the Canal by
which it difcharges 1tfelf into Lake Huron, there is a Tor-
rent caufed by fome great Rocks ; our Miflionaries who
once had here a very flourithing Church, called it the Full
of §t. Mary. 'Thefe Rocks according to the "Tradition of
the Barbarians are the Remains of a Caufey or Bank,
which the God built to ftop the Waters of the Rivers,
and of the Lake Alimipegon, which have filled this Great
Lake.

On its Borders, in fome Places, and about certain
Iflands, they find great Piecesof Copper, which are alfo
the Objeét of the fuperftiticus Worihip of the Savages
they look upon them with Veneration, as a Prefent of the
Gods who live under the Waters ; they gather the {mal-
left Bits of it, and preferve them with Care, but make
no Ufeof them. They fay, that formerly there was a
great Rock that ftood high above the Water all of the
fame Matter ; and as it does not appear at prefent, they
{ay that the Gods have carried it to another Place ; but

Vor. IL C



it is very probable, that in Length of Time the Waves
of the Lake have covered it with Sand and Mud ; and it
is certain, that there has been difcovered in many Places,
a prelty large Quantity of this Metal, without being ob-
liged to dig deep for it. At my firft Journey into this
Country, 1knew one of our Brethren, who wasa Gold-
fmith by Trade, and who, whilflt he was in the Miflion
of §¢t. Mary’s Fall, went thither to find Copper, and had
made Candlefticks, Crofles, and Cenfers of it; for this
Copper is often almoft entirely pure.

The Savages add, that when Michabou made the Up-
per Lake, he dwelt at Michillimakinac, where he was
born ; this Name is properly that of a little Ifland, almoft
round, and very high, fituate at the Extremity of Lake
Huron, and by Cuftom it has given its Name to all the
neighbouring Country. The Ifland may be about three
or four Miles round, and one may feeit at the Diftance of
twelves Leagues. 'There are two Iflands to the South of
it, the fartheft of which is fiveor fix Leagues long, the
other is very fmall, and quite round. They are both well
wooded, and the Lands are good ; whereas that of M-
chillimakinac is only a barren Rock, and fcarcely covered
with a little Mofs and Herbs. It is neverthelefs, one of
the moft celebrated Places of Canada, and was a long
Time, according to the antient Tradition of the Savages,
the chief Abode of a Nation of the fame Name, and of
which they reckoned thirty Villages in the Environs of
the Ifland. They fay, that the Jroguois deftroyed them,
but they do not fay at what Time, por on what Qcca-
fion. ‘This is certain, that there are no Marks of thera
remaining. 1 have fomewhere read, that our old Miffi-
onaries have {een fome Remains of thefe People *,

The Michillimakinacs lived almoft only by Fithing, and
there is perhaps no Place in the World where there is

fuch

* The Word Michillimakinac, fignifies a great Number of

Tortoifes ; but I never heard they find more here at prefent
than in other Places.
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fuch a Plenty of Fith. The moft common Fifh in the
three Lakes, and in the Rivers that flow into them, are
the Herring, the Carp, the Gilt Fiih, the Pike, the
Sturgeon, the Affikamegue, or white Fith, and above all,
the Trout. They take three Sortsof the Iaft, among
which fome are of a monftrous Size, and in fuch Num-
bers, that a Savage with his Spear will fometimes itrike
fifty in three Hours Time. But the moft famousof all is
the White Fifh ; itis about the Bignefs and Shape of a
Mackerel ; I know of no Kind of Fifth thatis better eat-
ing. The Savages fay, that it was Michabou, who taught
their Anceftors to Fith, that he invented Nets, and that
he took the Notion of them from the Spider’s Web.
‘Thefe People, as you fee, Madam, do not give greater
Honour to their God than he deferves, fince they are not
afraid of fending him to School to a vile Infe&.

Whatever Lands appear in Sight hereabout, do not
give an Idea of a good Country ; but there is no Need of
going far to find Soils fit for every Thing. We may fay
the fame of the Ifles of Caffor, which we leave on the
left Hand, a little after we enter into the Lake Michigan.
The Outaouais, who are retired thither, fow here Maiz,
and they have learnt this good Cuftom from the Hurons,
with whom they have lived a long Time in thefe Parts.
The Amikoues formerly dwelt in thefe Iflands : This Na-
tion is now reduced to a very fmall Num!.er of Families,
which have pafled over to the Ifland Manitoualin, on the
North Side of the Lake Huron. Itis, neverthelefs, one
of the moft noble of Canada, according to the Savages,
who believe it to be defcended from the Greur Caflor,
which is, after Michabou or the Great Hare, their prin-
cipal Deity, and whofe Name it bears.

Tt was He, as they fay {urther, that formed the Lake Ni-
Piffing 5 and all the Falls we meet with in the Great River
of the Outaouais, which goes out of it, are the Rcmuins
of Banks he made to compafs his Defign. They add
that he died at the fame Place, and that he s buried onz:
Mountain, which is feen on the North Side of Lake Nipi/-
fing.  ‘This Mountain reprefents naturally on one Sile
the Shape of a Beaver ; and this is, no Doublt, what

2 has
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has given Rife to all thefe Stories: But the Savages main-
tain, that it was the Great Caffor who gave this Shape
to the Mountain, after he had chofen it for his Burial-
Place ; and they never pafs by this Place without paying
their Homage to him, by offering him the Smoke of their
Tobacco.

This is, Madam, what I thought worthy of Note in
this Poft, which is fo famous in the Travels and Accounts
of Canada. Ireturn to the Manners and Cuftoms of
the Savages 5 and after having mentioned what concern-
ed their Wars, I am going to entertain you concerning
their Marriages.

A Plurality of Wives is eftablithed in many Nations of
the Algonquin Language, and it is common enough to
marry all the Sifters 5 this Cuftom is founded on the No-
tion they have, that Sifters will agree together better
than Strangers. Inthis Cafe all the Wives are upon an
equ:l Footing ; but among the true Algonquins they have
two Sorts of Wives, and the fecond are Slaves to the firft.
Some Nations have Wives in all the Places where they
ftay any confiderable Time for hunting ; and I have been
affured that this Abufe has been introduced lately among
the People of the Huron Language, who in all former
‘Times were fatisfied with one Wife. But in the Iroguois
Canton of Tfmnonthouan there prevails a much greater-
Diforder {till, which is a Plurality of Hufbands.

As to what concerns the Degrees of Kindred, with
Refpeit to Marriage, the Hurons and the Iroquais are ve-
ry ferepuious in this Matter : Among them there muft be
no Munnor oo Relation between the Parties to be mar-
ried, il cven Adeption is comprehended in this Luw.
Hut the Fluiband, 1f his Wife dies firft, muft marry her
Siter, or m Pefault of {ucys, the Woman which his
Vorles bannty Gl ¢hnle for him: The Woman, on
her Tie, 15 ebligad to the fame "Thing with Refpe& to
the Lrotiers, or the Relutions of her Hufband, if he dies
wiaut Ciolien, and fhe is {lill of an Age to have any.
"The Redon they give forit, is the fame that is mention-
ed 1w tiwe 25th Chapter of Deuteronomy, verfe 6. The

ITufband
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Hufband who thould refufe to marry the Siiter, or ‘e
Relation of the deceafed Wife, would expofe hiwfc! io
the greateft Outrages that the Perfon rejefted can - [i-
bly do him, and would be obliged to fuffer the. wihoat
Complaint or Refiftance. When for Waunt of any i -+~
tions, they permit a Widow to provide herfelf anutter
‘Way, they are obliged to make her Prefents: "L his 1s as
a Teftimony which they give of her good Condué, and
which the hasa Right to demand, if fhe has really be-
haved well all the Time of her Marriage.

‘There are in all Nations fome confiderable Families,
which cannot marry but among themfelves, efpecially
among the Algonguins. 1In general, the Stability of Mar-
riages 1s facred in this Country, and for the moft Part
they confider as a great Diforder thofe Agreements which
fome Perfons make to live together as long as they like,
and to feparate when they are tired of each other. A
Huiband who fhould forfake his Wife without a lawf{ul
Caufe, muft expeét many Infults from her Relations
and a Woman who fhould leave her Hufbund v ithout be-
ing forced to it by his ill Condu&t, would pafs her Time
ftill worfe.

Among the Miamis, the Hulband has a Right to cut
off his Wife’s Nofe if the runs away from him; but
among the froquois and the Hurons they may part by Con-
fent. ‘'This is done without Noife, and the Parties thus
feparated may marry again. Thefe Savages cannot even
conceive that there can be any Crime in this, ¢ My
¢ Wife and I cannot agree together,” faid one of them
to a Miffionary, who endeavoured to make him comipre-
hend the Indecency of fuch a Separation, “ my Neigh-
¢ bour’s Cafe was the fame, we changed Wives, and we
 are all four happy : What could ve more reafonable
¢ than to makeus mutually happy, when it is fo cheaply
¢ done, without wronging any Body.” Neverthelcfs,
this Cuftom, as I have already obferved, is looked upon as
an Abufe, and is not antient, at leaft among the Iroguois.

What moft commonly difturbs domeftic Peace among
the People of Cunada, is Jealouly, which is equa: on
C3 both
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both Sides. 'The Iroguois boaft that they are never trou-
bled with it : but thofe who are moft acquainced with
them, affirm that they are jealous to Excefs. \Vhen a
Woman has difcovered that her Hufband has a Miftrefs,
her Rival ought to be well on her Guard, inafmuch as
the unfaithful Hufband cannot defend her, nor in any
Manner ::ke her Part. A Man who fhould ufe his Wife
ill on this Account, wonld be difpraced.

T'reaties of Mrriage are entirely carried on by the Pa-
rents: The Parties interefted do not appear at all, and
gi.< themfelves up entirely to the Will of thofe on whom
they depend. But is it not Matter of Surprife in the
W himficalnefs of thefe Savages, who do not make them~
felves dependent on their Parents but in that Matter on-
1y, where there is the moft Reafon to ufe their own
Choice? However, the Parents do not conclude any
Thing without their Confent ; but thisis only 2 Forma-
lity. The firft Advances muft be made by the Matrons,
but tharc are feldom any made on the Woman’s Side :
Not but if any Girl was ta continue too long without be-
ing {ued for, her Family would a& under-hand to find her
a Suitor ; but this is done with a great deal of Precaution,
In fome Plices the Women are not in hafte to be marri-
ed, becaufe they are allowed to make what Trials of it
they pleafe, and the Ceremony of Marriage only changes
their Condition for the worfe.

Ingener:.l, there is obferved a great deal of Modefty in
the Bchaviour oi the young People whilft they treat of
their Morriage 5 and they fay that it was quite otherwife
in “Fe antent Times.  But what is almoft incredible, and
whico s neverihelefs uttefled by good Authors, 1s, that
in many FPlaces the new married Couple are together a
whoie Year, hving in a perfect Continence: This is, they
fay, to thew that they married for Friendthip, and not to
grouty o fenfual Paffion. A young Woman would even
be peuated at that theuld happen to be with Child the firfl
Yeur of Ler Marriage,

Atter this it will be eafier to believe w hat is faid of the
young People’s Behaviour, during their Courtthip in the

Place:
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Places where they are allowed to fee one another in pris
vate. For though Cuftom allows them to have very pri-
vate Meetings, yet in the greateft Danger that Chaftity
can be expofed to, and even under the Veil of Night,
they fay, that nothing paffes againft the Rules of the
ftricteft Decorum, and that not evena Word is fpoken
that can give the leaft Offence to Modefty. 1 make Ac-
count, Madam, that you will approve my not entering
into a Detail on this Subjeé, which fome Authors have

done 3 1t would make the Thing appear {till more impro-
bable.

I find in all that has been written of the Preliminaries
and Ceremonies of the Marriages of thefe People various
Accounts, proceeding either from the different Cuftoms
of divers Nations, or from the little Care the Authors of
Relations took to be well informed : Furthermore, the
whole appeared to me to be fo little worthy your Curiofi-
ty, that I thought it not worth my while to enquire a
great deal about it. The Hufbund that is to be, muft
make Prefents, and in this, as inevery Thing elfe, no-
thing can exceed the Difcretion with which he behaves,
and the refpeétful Behaviour which he fhews to his future
Spoufe. In fome Places the young Man is contented to go
and fit by the Side of the young Woman in her Cabin,
and if the {uffers it, and continues in her Place,itis taken
for her Confent, and the Marriage is concluded. Butin
the midft of all this Deference and Refpeét, he gives fome
Tokens that he will foon be Mafter. In Fact, among
the Prefents fhe receives, there are fome which ought
lefs to be regarded as Marks of Friendfhip, than as Sym-
bols and Notices of the Slavery to which the is going to
be reduced : Such are the Collar *; the Kettle, and a
Billet, which are carried to her Cabin. This is to let
her know, that fhe is to carry the DBurdens, drefs the
Provifions, and get Wood for Firing. The Cultom is

Cy alfo

* This Collar is that which I have mentioned before ; thas
is to fay, long and broad Band of Leather which ferves to
draw Burdens.
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alfo in fome Places for her to bring before-hand into the
Cabin where fhe is to dwell after Marriage, all the Wood
that will be wanted for the next Winter. And itis to be
obferved, that in all I have juft faid, there is no Diffe-
rence between the Nations, where the Women have all
the Authority, and thofe where they have nothing to do
with the Affairs of Government. Thefe fame Women,
who are in fome Degree the Miftrefles of the State, at
leaft for Form, and who make the principal Body of it,
when they have attaineda certain Age, and have Chil-
dren in 2 Condition to make them refpeted, are not at
all refpected before this, and are in their domeftic Affairs
the Slaves of the Hufbands.

In general there are perhaps no People in the World
who more defpife the Sex. To call a Savage a Woman,
is the greateft Affront that can be given him. Notwith-
ftanding, the Children belong only to the Mother, and
acknowledge her alone. The Fatheris always as a Stranger
with Refpeét to them ; in fuch a Manner, however, that
if he is not regarded as a Father, he is always refpeted as
the Mafter of the Cabin. I know not, however, if all
this is univerfal amongft all the People of Canada that we
are acquainted with ; no more than what I have found in
“fome good Memoirs, that the young Wives, befides what
therr Hufbands have a Right to require of them for the
Service of the Cabin, are obliged to fupply all the Wants
of their own Parents; which probably muft be under-
ftood of thofe who have no longer any Perfon to render
them thefe Services, and whoare not, by Reafon of their
Age or Infirmities, in a Condition to help themfelves.

However this may be, the new married Man is not
without Employment. Befides Hunting and Fifhing,
which he 1s obliged to follow all his Life, he muft at firft
make a Mat for his Wife, build her a Cabin, or repair
that they are to live in; and as long as he lives with his
Wite’s Parents, he muft carry to their Cabin all that he
gets by Hunting und Fithing.  Aimong the Iroguois, the
Woman never leaves her Cabin, becaufe the is judged

the
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the Miftrefs, or at leaft the Heirefs of it. Among other
Nations, after a Year or two, fhe goes to live with her
Mother-in-law.

The Savage Women in general are brought to Bed
without any Pain, and without any Afliftance ; but there
are fome who are along Time in Labour, and fuffer
much. 'When this happens, they give Notice of it to
the young People, who all on a fudden, and when the
Patient leaft expeéts it, come and make great Noifes at
the Door of the Cabin, the Surprife of which has fuch an
Effeét upon her, as inftantly to procure her Delivery.
The Women never lie-in in their own Cabins ; many
are taken fuddenly, and bring forth their Children as they
are at Work, or ona Journey : For others, when the
find themfelves near their Time, they make a little Hut
without the Village, and they remain there forty Days,
after they are delivered. But I think I have heard fay that
this is ouly done for the fir{t Child.

This Time being expired, they extinguith all the Fires
of the Cabin to which fhe is to return 5 they thakeall the
Clothes, and at her Return they light a new Fire: They
obferve pretty nearly the fame Formalities with Regard
to all Perfons of the Sex in the Time of their Terms,
and not only whilit thefe laft, but allo whilft a Woman
is with Child, or gives Suck, (and they commonly fuc-
kle their Children three Years) the Hufband never ap-
proaches them. Nothing would be more Praife-worthy
than this Cuftom, if both Parties preferved the Fidelity
they owe to each other ; but there is often a Failure on
one Side or other. Such s the Corruption of the human
Heart, that the wifeft Regulations often produce the
greateft Diforders. Itis even {aid, that the Ule of fome
Simples, which have the Power to prevent the Confe-
quences of the Woman's Infidelity, 1s pretty common in
this Country.

Nothing can exceed the Care which the Mothers take
of their Children while they are in the Cradle ; but as
foon
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foon as they are out of it, they leave them entirely to
themfelves ; not through Want of Affeftion or Indiffe-
rence, for they never lofe the Tendernefs they have for
them, but with their Lives, but becanfe they are per-
fuaded it is beft to leave Nature to herfelf, without any
Reftraint. ‘The A& which terminates the firft Stage of
Infancy, is giving a Name, which among thefe People is
an Affair of Importance.

"This Ceremony is performed in a Feaft, where no Per-
fons are Prefent but of the fame Sex, with the Child that
is to he named. While they are eating the Child is upon
the Knees of the Father or Mother, who continually re-
commend it to the Spirits, efpecially to that which is to
be its Guardian Genius ; for every Perfon has his own,
but not at their Birth. ‘They never make new Names,
each Family has a certain Number, which they take by
Turns. Sometimes alfo they change their Names as they
grow up, and there are fome Names which they cannot
go by after a certain Age ; but I do not think this is the
Cuftom every where: And as among fome People in
taking a Name they take the Place of the Perfon that
bore it laft, it fometimes happens that a Child is called
Grandfather, and treated as fuch by one who might really
be Jo to the Child.

They never calla Man by his proper Name, when
they talk to him in common Difcourfe, this would be
unpolite ; they always give him the Quality he has with
Refpect to the Perfon that fpeaks to him ; but when
there is between them no Relation or Affinity, they ufe
the Term of Brother, Uncle, Nephew, or Coufin, ac-
cording to each other’s Age, or according to the Value
they have for the Perfon they addrefs.

Further, it is not fo much to render Names immor-
tal, it I may ufe the Expreflion, that they revive them,
as to engage thofe to whom they are given either to imi-
tate ti:c brave Altions of their Predeceflors, or to re=
venge them if they have been killed or burnt, or laftly

to
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to comfort and help their Families. ‘Thusa Woman
who has loft her Hufband, or her Son, and finds her-
felf without the Support of any Perfon, delays as little
as fhe can to transfer the Name of him fhe mourns for
to fome Perfon capable of fupplying his Place. They
change their Names on many other Occafions, to give
the Particulars of which would take up too much Time :
There needs no more for this Purpofe than a Dream, or
the Order of a Phyfician, or fome fuch trifling Caufe.
But I have {aid enough on this Head, and here is a T'ra-
veller waiting to know if I have any Commiflion for him
to Quebec. 1 thall therefore clofe my Letter and give
it him,

i amy e,

LETTER
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LETTER XX

Voyage to the Bay. Defeription of the Route, and of
the Bay. Irruption of the SpANIARDS againft the
MisouRris, and their Defeat. The Dances of the
SAVAGES.

Mapawum, MICHILLIMAKINAC, Fuly 21.

IN CE writing my laft Letter, T have made a Voy=

age to the Bay eighty Leagues diftant from this Poft.
I took Advantage of the Opportunity of going with M.
de Montigny, Captain of a Company of the Troops which
the King maintains in Canada, Knt. of St. Louis, and whofe
Name is famous in the Annals of this Colony; but he is
at leaft as valuable for his Probity and his Charaler full
of Equity and Sincerity, as for his Courage and warlike

Exploits.

‘We embarked the fecond of Fuly in the Afternoon, we
coafted for thirty Leagues a Cape which {eparates Lake
Michigan from the Upper Lake; it is in fome Places only
a few Leagues wide, and it is fcarce poflible to fee a
worfe Country ; but it is terminated by a pretty River
called the Maniftie, full of i'ii:, and cfpecially of Stur-
geons. A little further, going to the South Wefl, we
enter into a great Guli, the "ntrance of which is border-
ed with Ilands; they eall ic the <0, or the Bay of the
Noguets.  'This is a very fmall M.aton which camé from
the Borders of the Upper L/, and ot which there re-
mains only a few Familics difperfed iiere and there, with-
out any fixed Abode.

The
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ay of the Noguets is feparated from the Great
Ba’ync])ilyB gy tj}rle Iles gf the Pouteouatamis, and I have
already obferved that they were the antient Abode cl)f thege
Savages. The greateft Part of them are very well wood-
ed; but the only one which is ftill peopled is not the
largeft nor the beft, there remains in it now only one in-
different Village, where we were obliged to pafs the
Night, though very much againft our Inclinations: We
could not refufe the prefling Intreaties of the Inhabitants;
and indeed there is no Nation in Canada that hath always
been more fincerely attached to the French.

The 6th we were ftopped almoft the whole Day by
contrary Winds; but it proving calm at Night, we em-
barked a little after Sun-fet by a fine Moon-light, and we
kept going forwards twenty-four Hours together, making
only a very fhort Stop to fay Mafs, and to dine. The
Sun thone fo hot, and the Water of the Bay was fo warm,
that the Gum of our Canoe melted in feveral Places. To
compleat our Misfortune, the Place where we ftopped to
encamp, was fo full of Gnats and Mufketoes, that we
could not clofe our Eyes, though we had not flept for
two Days before; and as the Weather was fine, and we
had Moon-light, we embarked again on our Route at
‘Three o’clock in the Morning.

After we had gone five or fix Leagues, we found our-
felves over-againt a little Ifle, which is not far from the
‘Weft Side of the Bay, and which hid from us the FEn-
trance of a River, upon which is the Village of the Mal-
bomines, which the French call folles Avoines, (wild Oats),
probably becaufe they make their common Food of this
Grain. The whole Nation confifts of no more than this
Village, which is not very populous. This is to be re-
gretted, for they are very fine Men, and the beit thaped
of all Canada: "They are even taller than the Poutesnata-
mis. 1 am aflured that they have the fame Origin, and
nearly the fame Language as the Noguets and the Saul-
teurs, (Leapers); but they add, that they have alfo a
particular  Language which they keep to themfelves.
They have likewife told me fome odd Stories of them,

as
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as of a Serpent which goes every Year into the Village,
and is received by them with great Ceremonies, which
makes me believe that they are inclined to Sorcery.

A little beyond the Ifland T juft mentioned, the Coun-
try changes its Appearance all at once; and from being
wild enoush, as it is to this Place, it becomes the moft
charming in the World. It has even fomething more
fmiling than the Strait; but though it is every where
covered with very fine Trees, it is much more fandy,
and not fo fertile. The Otchagras, who are commonly
called the Puans, dwelt formerly on the Borders of the
Bay, in a very delightful Situation. They were attack-
ed here by the Ilinois, who killed a great Number of
them: the Remainder took Refuge in the River of Quza-
gamis, which runs into the Bottom of the Bay. They
feated themfelves on the Borders of a Kind of Lakes
and I judge it was there, that living on Fifh which they
got 1n the Lake in great Plenty, they gave them the
Name of Puans; becaufe all along the Shore where their
Cabins were built, one faw nothing but ftinking Fifh,
which infected the Air. It appears at leatt that this is the
Origin of the Name which the other Saviges had given
them before us, and which has comm.:oicated itfelf to
the Bay, far from which "they ncver remcved. Some
‘Time after they had quitted their antizat Poft, they en-
deavoured to 1evenge the Blow they liad received from
the Illinois; but this Enterprize canfed t en. 1 new Lofs,
which they never recovered.  Srx huidred of their beft
Men were embarked to go in Sc.i i of iie Enemy; but
as they were crofling Lake Michigan, viicy were [urprifed
by a violent Guft of Wind, which drowned tLem all.

We have in the Bay a Fort which ftands o the Weft
Side of the River of the Outuremis. half a i.cague from
its Mouth; and before we arnve at i, we leave on the
Left Hand a Village of Sakis. The Otchagras have late-
ly come and feated themfelves ncar us, and have buiit
their Cabins about the Fort. ‘i'he Miflonary, who is
lodged pretty near the Commuandant, hopes when he has
learnt their Language, to find them more docible than
the Sakis, among whom he labours with very little Suc-

cefs,
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cefs. Both of them appear to be a good Sort of People,
efpecially the firft; whofe greateft Faulr is, that they are
a little given to thieving. ‘Therr Language is very dif-
ferent from all the others, which makes me believe that
it is not derived from any of Canada; and indeed they
have always had more Intercourfe with the Pecple of the
Weft, than with thofe we are acquainted with in this
Country. :

The Sakis, though they are but a {fmall Number, are
divided into two Falions, one of which fide with the Ox-
tagamis, and the other with the Pouteouatamis. Thofe who
are fettled in this Poft, are for the moft Part of the laft
Party, and of Confequence in our Intereft. They re-
ceived the new Commandant with great Demonftrations
of Joy. As foon as they knew he was near arriving, they
ranged themfclves with their Arms on the Bank of the
River; and the Moment they faw him appear, they fa-
luted him with a Difcharge of their Mufkets, which they
accompanied with great Shouts of Joy. Then four of
the chief Men went into the River, where they were
foon up to their Waift; but they waded quite to his Ca-
noe, and took him up in a great Robe made of many Roe-
Buck Skins, well fewed together, of which each of them
held a Corner.  They carried him thus to his Apartment,
where they complimented him, and faid many Things to
him which were extremely flattering.

The next Day the Chiefs of the two Nations paid me
a Vifit, and one of the Ofchagras thewed me a Catalan
Piftol, a Pair of Spanifb Shoes, and 1 know not what
Drug, which feemed to be a Sort of Ointment. He had
recetved thefe Things from an Ajouez, and they came in-
to his Hands by the following Means.

About two Years ago, fome Spaniards, who came (as
they fay) from New Mexico, intending to get into the
Country of the I/linois, and drive the Freach from thence,
whom they faw with extreme Jealoufy approach fo near
the Miffouri, came down this River and attacked two
Villages of the O&otatas, who are Allies of the HAjouez s
from whom it is alfo faid they are derived. As thefe Sa-

' vages
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vages had no Fire-Arms, and were furprifed, the Spani-
ards made an eafy Conqueft, and killed a great many of
them. A third Village, which was not far off the other
two, being informed of what had paffed, and not doubt-
ing but that thefe Conquerors would attack them, laid an
Ambufh, into which the Spaniards heedlefsly fell. Others
fay, that the Savages having heard that the Enemy were
almoft all drunk, and faft afleep, fell upon them in the
Night. However it was, it is certain that they illed the
greateft Part of them.

There were in this Party two Chaplains, one of whom
was kill'd direétly, and the other got away to the Mif-
Sfourites, who took him Prifoner, but he efcaped from
them very dexteroufly : He had a very fine Horfe, and the
Miffourites took Pleafure to fee him ride it, which he
did very fkilfully. He took Advantage of their Curiofi-
ty to get out of their Hands. One Day, as he was pranc-
ing and exercifing his Horfe before them, he got a little
Diftance from them infenfibly ; then fuddenly clapping
Spurs to his Horfe, he was foon out of Sight. As they
had taken no other Prifoner, it was not certainly known
from what Part of New Mexico thefe Spaniards came,
nor what was their Defign: For what I have already
faid of it, is only founded on the Report of the Savages,
who perhaps intended to make their Court to us, in pub-
lithing that by this Defeat they had done us a great
Service.

All that they brought me, was of the Spoils of the
Chaplain that was killed ; and they took from him alfo a
Book of Prayers, which I did not fee: It was probably his
Breviary. I bought the Piftol: The Shoes were worth
nothing; and the Savage would not part with his Oint-
ment, fancying that it was a Sovereign Remedy for all
Difeafes. I had the Curiofity to afk how he intended to
ufe it; he replied, it was fufficient to fwallow a little ;
and with what Dileafe foever one was attacked, it effeét-
ed an immediate Cure: But he did not tell me that he
bad as yet made a Trial of it, and I advifed him to the
contrary. We begin here to find the Savages very igno-

Vor. IL D rant;
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rant ; they are far from being fo ingenious, or fo at leaft
apt to learn, as thofe who are more converfant with us.

The next Day feveral Sakis came to the Miflionary,
with whom I lodged, and invited me to come to a Kind of
Council, which they propofed to hold. I confented;
and when every one had taken his Place, the Chief laid a
Collar on the Ground before me; and the Orator be-
ginning his Speech, prayed me in the Name of all the
reft to engage the King * to take them under his Proteéti-
on, and to purify the Air, which for fome Time they
faid had been infeéted, which appeared by the Number of
fick Perfons then in their Villages, and to defend them,
from their Enemies. I replied, that the King was very
powerful, and perhaps more fo than they imagined ; but
that his Power did not extend over the Elements; and
that when Difeafes, and other like fatal Cafualties, affli&-
ed his Provinces, he addrefled himfclf, that an End might
be put to them, to the Great Spirit that created Heaven
and Earth, and who is alone the fovereign Lord of Na-
ture: That they fhould do the fame, and they would find
the Benefit of it.  But to prevail with him to hear their
Prayers, they muft firft acknowledge him, and render him
the Worfhip and Homage which he has a Right to expe&
trom all reafonable Creatures : That they could do nothing
better, nor more agreeable to the King, than to liften to
the Father + which his Majefty had fent them, and to be
docible to his Inftru&ions : That he was a Man beloved
by Heaven: That the Manner in which he lived among
them, could not fail of making him very much efteemed;
and that his Charity towards the Sick, and all thofe who
wanted his Afliftance, ought to have convinced them of
the tender and fincere Affeétion he had for them ; and
laltly, that I would not receive their Collar, till they had
premifed me to behave with Regard to this Miflionary,
In quite another Manner than they had done hitherto, and
to give him no Caule {or the future to compiain of their
Untowardnefs.

(11 AS

. * Thefe Savages always fpeak the Title of the King (e Roy)
in French. .

t Father Peter Chardon, a Fefuit,
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¢ As to the Proteétion of the King, which you afk,
and the Requeft you make me to engage him to defend
you againft your Enemies; this great Prince has pre-
vented your Withes, he has given good Orders on this
Head to Onoenthio *, who is already inclined to execute
¢¢ them with the Zeal and Affe&ion of a Father +. You
¢ can make no Doubt of this, if you confider the Com-
‘ mandant he fends you. You muft certainly know,
and you feem in Faét to have been well informed, that
among the French Captains there are few that equal
him in Valour, and you will foon love him more than
¢ you efteem him already.”

<<
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They feemed to be fatisfied with this Anfwer, and they
promifed me much more than they will perform, in all
Probability : However, I took their Collar, and the Mif-
fionary flattered himfelf that this Altion would have a
good Effeét.

In the Afternoon of the fame Day, the two Nations
gave us one after the other, the Diverfion of the Dance
of the Calumet in a great Efplanade, which is before the
Lodgings of the Commandant. ‘There was fome Diffe-
rence in their Way of performing this Dance; but it was
not confiderable. However, I learnt by it that thefe
Feafts vary much; fo that it is impoilible to give a De-
fcription that agrees with them all.  The Otchagras va-
ried the Dance fomething more than the other, and thew-
ed an extraordinary Agulity; they are alfo better made,
and more allive than the Sakis.

This Ceremony is properly a military Feaft. The
‘Warriors are the A&ors, and one would {ay, that it was
inftituted only to give them an Opportunity of publith-
ing their great Atchievementsin War. Iam notthe Au-
thor of this Opinion, which does not agree well with

D 2 their’s,

* This is the Name the Savages give the Governor-General.
It means Great Mountain, and comes from the Chevalier Je
Montmagny, who was the fecond Governor of Canada.

+ They always call the Governors, and the Commandants,
their Fathers.
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their’s, who have maintained that the Calumet toqk its
Origin from the Caduceus of Mercury, and_that in its
Inftiturion it was efteemed asa Symbol of Peace. All
thofe T faw Dance, fing, thake the Chichicouz, and beat
the Drum, were young People eqpipped, as when they
prepare for the March ; they had painted their Faces with
all Sorts of Colours, their Heads were adorned with Fea-
thers, and they held fome in their Hands like Fans. The
Calumet was alfo adorned with Feathers, and was fet up
in the moft confpicuous Place. 'The Band of Mufic, and
the Dancers were round about it, the Spetators divided
here and there in little Companies, the Women feparate
from the Men, all feated on the Ground, and drefled in
their fineft Robes, which at fome Diftance made a pret-
ty Show.

Between the Mufic and the Commandant, who fat be-
fore the Door of his Lodging, they had fet up a Poft, on
which at the End of every Dancea Warrior came and
gave a Stroke with his Hatchet ; at this Signal there was
a great Silence, and this Man repeated with a loud Voice
iome of his great Feats, and then received the Applaufes
of the Spe&lators, and after went tohis Place, and the
Sport began again. This lafted two Hours for each of
the Nations ; and I acknowledge to you, Madam, that I
took no great Pleafure in it, not only on Account of the
fame Tone, and the Unpleafantnefs of the Mufic, but
becaufe all the Dances confifted in Contorfions, which

feemed to me to exprefs nothing, and were no Way en-
tertaining,

This Fealt was made in Honour of the new Comman-
dant; yet they did him none of the Honours which are
mentioned in fome Relations. ‘They did not take him and
place him on a new Mat ; they made him no Pyifent, at
leaft that I know of ; they did not pafs any Feathers over
his Head ; I did not fee the Calumet prefented to him ;
and there were no Men quite naked, painted all over
their Bodies, adorned with Plumes of Feathers; and Beads,
and holding a Calumet in their Hands. Perhaps it is not
the Cuftom of thefe People, or M. de Montigny had ex-.

empted
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emped them from thefe Ceremonies. 1 obferved only,
that from Time to Time all the Affembly fet up great
Shouts to applaud the Dancers, chiefly during the danc-
ing of the Qtchagras, who, in the Opinion of the French,
bore away all the Honour of the Day.

I thould probably have had more Pleafurein feeing the
Dance of the Difcovery : It has more A&ion, and ex-
prefles better than the foregoing the Subjeét it reprefents,
It is a natural Reprefentation of all that pafles in an Ex-
pedition of War ; and, as I have before obferved, that
the Savages for the greateft Part only endeavour to fur~
prife their Enemies, this is no Doubt the Reafon why
they have given this Dance the Name of the Difcovery.

However that may be, only one fingle Man performs
this Dance: At firft he advances flowly into the midft of
the Place, where he remains for fome Time motionlefs,
after which hereprefents one after another, the Setting out
of the Warriors, the March, the Encamping ; he goes up-
on the Difcovery, he makes his Approach, he ftops as to
take Breath, then all onafudden he grows furious, and
one would imagine he was going to kill every Body; then
he appears more calm, and takes one of the Company as
if he had made him a Prifoner of War ; he makes a Show
of knocking another’s Brains out ; he levels his Gun at
another; and laftly, he fets up a running with all his
Might ; then he ftops and recovers himfelf: Thisis to
reprefent a Retreat, at firft precipitate, and afterwards
lefs fo. ‘Then he exprefles by different Cries the various
Affe&tions of his Mind during his lalt Campaign, and fi-
nifhes by reciting all the brave Actions he has performed
in the War.

When the Dance of the Calumet is intended, as it ge-
nerally is, to conclude a Peace, or a Treaty of Alliance
againit a common Enemy, they grave a Serpent on the
Tube of the Pipe, and fet on one Side of it a Board, on
which is reprefented two Men of the two confederate Na-
tions, with the Enemy under their Feet, diltinguifhed
by the Mark of his Nation. Sometimes wmftead of a Ca-

D3 lumet,
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lumet, they fet up a Fighting-Club. Butif it concerns
only a fingle Alliance, they reprefent two Men joining
one Hand, and holding in the other a Calumet of Peace,
and having each at his Side the Mark of his Nation. In
all thefe Treaties they give mutual Pledges, Necklaces,
Calumets, Slaves; fometimes Elks, and Deer Skins well
drefled, and ornamented with Figures made with Porcu-
pines Hair ; and then they reprefent on thefe Skins the
"Things I have mentioned, either with Porcupines Hair,
or plain Colours.

"There are other Dances lefs compounded, the only
Defign of which is to give the Warriors an Opportunity
of relating all their brave A&ions. 'This is what the Sa-
vages are moft ready to do, and they are never tired of it.
He that gives the Feaft invites all the Village by beating
a Drum, and they meet in his Cabin, if it can contain all
the Guefts. The Warriors dance one after another, then
ftriking on a Poft, Silence is made: They fay what they
pleafe, and they ftop from Time to Time to receive the
Applaufes of the Auditors, who are not {paring of them.
But if any one boafls falfely, any Perfon is allowed to
take Dirt or Afhes and rub his Head with them, or play
him any other Trick he thinks proper. Commonly they
black his Face, faying, ‘ What I do is to hide your
¢ Shame, for the firft Time you fee the Enemy you will
€ turn pale.” He who has thus punifhed the Bragado-
cio, takes his Place, and if he commits the fame Fault, the
other never fails to return the Compliment. The great-
eft chiefs have no Privilege in this Matter, and they muft
not be affronted at it. This Dance is always perform-
ed in the Night.

In the Weftern Parts there is another Dance ufed,
which is called the Dance of the Bull.  'The Dancers form
feveral Circles or Rings, and the Mufic, which is al-
ways the Drum and the Chichicoué, 1s in the midit of the
Place. They never feparate thofe of the fame Vamily :
"They do not join Hands, and every one carries in his
Hand his Arms and his Buckler. Al the Circles do not
turn the fa:ne Way ;5 and tho’ they caper much, and very
bugh, they always heep Time and Meafure.

I'rom
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_From Time to Time a Chief of the Family prefents
his Shield: They all ftrike upon it, and at every Stroke
he repeats fome of his Exploits. ‘Then he goes and cuts
a Piece of Tobacco at a Poft, where they have faftened
a certain Quantity, and gives it to one of his Friends. If
any one can prove that he has done greater Exploits, or
had a Share in thofe the other boafts of, he has a Right
to take the Piece of Tobacco that was prefented, and
give it to another. ‘'This Dance is followed by a Feaft;
but I do not well fee from whence it derives its Name,
unlefs it be from the Shields, en which they ftrike, which
are covered with Bulls Hides.

‘There are Dances prefcribed by their Phyficians for
the Cure of the Sick, but they are generally very lafcivi-
ous. 'Therecare fome that are entirely for Diverfion, that
have no Relation to any Thing. They are almoft always
in Circles, to the Sound of the Drum and the Chichicous,
the Men apart from the Women. The Men dance with
their Arms in their Hands, and tho’ they never take hold
of each other, they never break the Circle. As to what
1 faid before, that they are always in Time, it is no
difficult Thing to believe, becaufe the Mufic of the Sa-
vages has but two or three Notes, which are repeated
continually. ‘This makes their Feafts very tirefome to an
European after he has feen them once, becaufe they laft a
long Time, and you hear always the fame Thing.

As the Nations near the Bay, if we except the Poute-
outamis, are much mere rude and ignoraat than the others,
they are alfo more given to Superftition. The Sun and
"Thunder are their principal Deities, and they feem to
be more ftrongly perfuaded than thofe we are converfant
with, that every Species of Animals has a Guardian Ge-
nius, who watches for its Prefervation. A Frenchman hav-
ing one Day thrown away a Moufe he had juft catched, a
little Girl took it up to eat it: The Farher of the Child,
who faw it, fnatched it from her, and began to make
great Carefles to the dead Animal.  The Frenchman ofs-
ed him the Reafon, he replied, ¢ [t is to appeaf; the Ge-
“ niusof the Mice, that be may not torment my Daughicr

Dy “oufler
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“ after [be has eaten this.”  After which he returned the
Animal to the Child, who eat it.

They have above all much Veneration for Bears: As
foon as they have killed one, they have a Feaft, accom-
panied with fome odd Ceremonies. 'The Head of the
Bear, painted with all Sorts of Colours, is placed during
the Repaft on an elevated Place, and there receives the
Homage of all the Guefts, who celebrate by Songs the
Praifes of the Animal, while they cut his Body in Pieces,
and feaft upon it. Thefe Savages have not only, like the
reft, the Cuftom of preparing themfelves for their great
Hunting Matches by Fafting, which the Outagamis ex-
tend even to ten Days together, but alfo while the Hun-
ters are in the Field, they often oblige their Children to
faft. They obferve their Dreams while they faft, and
draw from thence good and ill Prefages of the Succefs of
the Chafe. ‘The Intention of thefe Fafts is to appeafe the
Guardian Genii of the Animals which they are to hunt;
and they pretend that they inform them by Dreams,
whether they will hinder or favour the Hunters.

The Nation which for twenty Years laft has been the
moft talked of in thefe weftern Parts, is the Outagamis.
The natural Fiercenefs of thefe Savages, four’d by the
ill Treatment they have feveral Times met with, {fome-
times without Caufe, and their Alliance with the Iroguois,
who arealways difpofed to create us new Enemies, have ren-
dered them formidable. They have fince made a ftrié& Al-
liance with the Sioux, a numerous Nation, which has in-
ured itfelf to War by Degrees ; and this Union has ren-
dered all the Navigation of the upper Part of the Mifi/-
frppi almoft impralticable to us. It is not quite fafe to
navigate the River of the /l/inois, unlefs we arc in a Con-

dition to prevent a Surprife which is a great Injury to the
Trade between the two Colonies.

I met in the Bay fome Sioux, of whom I made many
Enquiries about the Countries, which are to the Welt
and North Weft of Canada; and tho’ 1 know we mu't
not entirely depend on what the Savages fav; vetby com-
paring what [ have heard {rem them, with that which [

Fave
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have heard from many others, I have great Reafon to believe
that there are on this Continent fome Spanfards or other
European Colonies, much more North than any we know of
New Mexico and Califernia, and that in going up the
Mi(fouri as far as it is navigable, we come to a great Ri-
ver that runs to the Weft, and difcharges itfelf into the
South Sea. Independent of fuch Difcovery, which I be-
lieve more eafy this Way than by the North, I can make
no Doubt, on weighing the Information I have kad from
many Places, and which agree pretty well together, that
by endeavouring to penetrate to the Source of the Miffouri,
one fhould find wherewithal to make Amends for the
Charges and Fatigues of fuch an Enterprize.

I am, &,

LETTER
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L ETT ER XXIL

Departure from MICHILLIMAKINAC. Remarks on the
Currents of the Lake. Portrait of the SAVAGES of
CanapAa. Tbeir good and bad Qualities.

Mapawm, Laxe Mrcaicaw, Fuly 31.

I Departed from Michillimakinac the Day before Yef-
terday at Noon, and I am detained here mn a hide
Ifland that has no Name ; a Canoe that came from the
River 8t. Fofeph, whither I am going, cannot go out,
no more than our’s, though they have the Wind favoura-
ble for them; but they fay it Is tou ftormy, and the Luke
too rough, which gives me a freth Opportunity of writ-
Ing to you.

Though the Wind was againft me, when I embarked
the 29th, T went eight good Leagues that Day, which
provesthat I was driven by the Currents. I had already
obferved the fame Thing upon entering the Day, and was
furprifed atit. It is certain that this Bay, having no other
Outlet, difcharges itfelf into T.ake Michigan 5 und Luke
Michigan, for the fame Reafon, muft d:fcharge its \Wa-
ters into Lake Huron, and the rather, becauie both the
Bay and i.ake Michigan receives feveral kovers ; Lake
Michigan efpecially, which receives a preit Number,
fome of which are little Inicrior to the Srine @ thefc
great Currents are not perccivable but in the widft of the
Channe!, and produce kddies or count r Currens, of
which we take Advantage when we go ateng “here, a3
they are obliged to do vwho go in Canves of Dart.

’ I vwent
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1 wentat firft five Leagues to the Weft, to getinto
Lake Michigan, 1 then turned to the South, and this is
the only Route we have to take fora hundred Leagues
to the River Sz. Fofeph. Nothing is finer than the Coun-
try which feparates the Lakes Michigan and Huron:
Yefterday I went three Leagues further, and a high Wind
obliged me to ftop at this Ifland. I fhall fhun the Irkfome=
nefs of waiting here, by employing myfelf in finithing my
Account of the natural Inhabitants of this vaft Country,
a great Part of which I have already travelled over.

The Savages of Canada are generally well made, and
of alofty Stature ; but it is not unufual in fome Nations
to fee fome of only a middle Stature; but it is very un
common to fee any that are deformed, or that have any
outward Blemith. 'They are robuft, and of a healthy
Conttitution : They would be very long lived, if they
fpared themfelves a hittle more ; but the greateft Part ru-
in their Conftitutions by forced Marches, by defperate
Faftings, and by great Excefles in eating : Befides that,
during their Childhood, they have often their naked Feet
in the Water, on the Snow and Ice. The Brandy which
the Europeans have fupplied them with, and for which
they have fuch a ftrong Inclination that exceeds all that
can be faid of it, and which they always drink till they
are drunk, has compleated their Ruin, and has not a lit-
tle contributed to the Deftruétion of all thefe Nations,
which are at prefent reduced to lefs than the twentieth
Part of what they were a hundred and fifty Years ago. If
this continues they will become entirely extin&.

Their Bodies are not confined in their Infancy like
our’s, and nothing is more proper to make their joints
free, and to give them that Supplenefs in all their Limbs,
which we fo much admire in them, than this Liberty,
and the Exercifes to which the Children there are accui-
tomed very early. ‘The Mothers fuckle thema long
Time, and there are fome that at fix or f{even Years old
ftill take the Breaft. Neverthelefs, this does not hinder
them from taking all Kinds of Food the firit Year: In
fhort, the open Air to which they are expefed, the Fa-

tigues
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tigues they make them fuffer, but by little and little, and
ina Manner proportioned to their Age, with plain and
natural Food ; all this forms Bodies capable of perform-
ing and fuffering incredible Things; the Excefs of which,
as I have already obferved, deftroys many before they ar-
rive at an Age of Maturity. We have feen fome, after
their Stomachs were fwelled four Inches, ftill continue
eating as heartily as if they had juft begun: When they
find themfelves overcharged they fmoke, then they {leep,
and when they wake the Digeftion is generally perfeéied.

Sometimes they take an Emetic, after which they begin
to ¢at again.

In the Southern Countries they have but little Re-
ftraint in the Article of Women ; who, on their Side,
are very lafcivious. From hence arifes the Corruption of
Manners, which for fome Years paft has infefted the
Northern Nations. The Iroguois in particular were
chafte enough, till they were converfant with the Hlinoés,
and other neighbouring People of Louifiana : They have
gained nothing by their Acquaintance with them, but
adopting their Vices. Itis certain that Effeminacy and
Luft were carried in thefe Parts to the greateft Excefs.
‘There were amongft them fome Men who were not
athamed to drefs themfelves like Women, and to {ubmit
to all the Employments that belonged to the Women ;
from whence there followed a Corruption that cannot be
exprefled. Some have pretended, that this Cuftom came
from I know not what Principle of Religion : But this
Religion, like many others, has taken its Rife from the
Depravation of the Heart ; or if this Cuftom took its Rife
from the Spirit, itended in the Fleth. Thefe effeminate
Perfons never marry, and abandon themfelves to the moit
infamous Paffions ; they are allo treated with the greateft
Contempt.

On the other Hand, though the Women are ftrong
and lufty, they are unfruitful. Befides the Reafons I
have already mentioned, that is to foy, the Time they
take to fuckle their Children, their Cuftom of Continence
all this Time, and the exceflive Labours they are obliged
to undergo, in whatfoever Condition they find themfelves,

this
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this Barrennefs proceeds alfo from the Cuftom eftablifhed
in many Places, which permits young Women to profti-
tute themfelves before they are married ; add to this, the
extreme Neceflity to which thefe People are often reduc-
ed, and which takes away their Defire of having Chil-
dren.

For the reft, it is certain, that they have great Advan-
tages over us; andI confider, as the chief of all, the
Perfe@nefs of their Senfes, either internal or external.
In fpite of the Snow, which dazzles their Eyes, and the
Smoke, which almoft fmothers them for fix Months in
the Year, their Sight never decays: Their Hearing
is extremely quick, and their Smelling fo exquifite, that
they {mell Fire a long Time before they can difcover it.
On Account of the Exquifitenefs of their Smell, they
can’t bear the Scent of Muifk, nor any ftrong Smell.
;[‘hey fay alfo, that they like no Odours, but thofe of
Fatables.

Their Apprehenfion is very wonderful : It is enough
for them to have been but once in a Place, to have an
exal&t Idea of it, which is never effaced. If a Foreft is
ever {o large and pathlefs, they crofs it without wander-
g, when they have well confidered certain Marks, by
which they guide themfelves.

The Inhabitants of Aradia, and of the Environs of the
Gulf of St. Laurence, in their Canoes of Bark (to pafs
cver to Terre de Labrador (New Britain) to feek out the
#fkimaux, with whom they were at War) would go thir-
iy or forty Leagues on the main Sea without Compafs,
wnd make the Land exaétly at the Place they propofed.
in the moft cloudy Weather they will follow the Sun
snany Days, without making any Miftake: The beft
Ulock cannot give us better Information of the Progrefs
v the Sun, than they can, only by viewing the Sky; fo
that do what you can to put them out of their Way, *tis
very rare that they lofe their Route. They are” born
v ith this Talent : It is not the Fruit of their Obfervati-
cus, nor of Jong Cuftom: Youth, who never before went

out
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out of their Village, travel as fecurely as thofe who have
been moft ufed to range the Country.

The Beauty of their Imagination is equal to its Viva-
city, and this appears in all theic Difcourfe. They are
quick at Repartee, and their Speeches are full of thining
Paffages, that would have been applauded in the public
Aflemblies at Rome and Athens. Their Eloquence has
fomething in it fo ftrong, fo natural, fo pathetic, that Art
cannot attain, and which the Greeks admired in the Bara
barians: And though it does not appear to be fupported by
Ad&ion, though they make no Geltures, and do not raife
their Voice, we feel that they are thoroughly affected
with what they fay, and their Eloquence is perfuafive.

It would be ftrange, that with fuch a fine Imagination,
they fhould not have an excellent Memory. 'They are
deftitute of all the Helps we have invented to affitt our’s,
or to fupply its Defeét. Neverthelefs, itis fcarcely cre~
dible of how many Matters, with what particular Cir-
cumftances, and with how much Order, they treat in
their Councils, Onfome Occafions, howzver, they ufe
little Sticks, to recolle&t the Articles they are to difcufs ;
and by this they form a Sort of local Memory fo certain,
that they will {peak four or five Hours together, will dif-
play twenty Prefents, each of which requires an entire
Difcourfe, without forgetting any Thing, or even with-
out Hefitation. ‘Their Narration is clear and exa& ; and
though they ufe many Allegories, and other Figures, it
is animated, and has all the pleafing Turns which their
Language affords.

They havea true and folid Judgment, and go direélly to
the Mark in View, without ftopping, without wandering,
and without being put on a wrong Scent. They readily con-
ceive all that is within the Compafs ot their Knowledge ;
but to put them in a Way of fucceeding in the Arts, withour
which they have lived hitherto, as they have not the leaft
Idea of them, it would require a great deal of Labour;
and the more fo, as they have the highelt Contempt for
every Thing which they do not find necellary, 1hat is 19

fay,
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Jays for what we value moft. It would alfo be no fmall
Ditficulty to make them capable of Reftraint and Appli-
cation in Things merely fpeculative, or which they fhould
look upon as ufelefs. As to what relates to their own
Concerns, they negle& nothing, nor do any Thing pre-
cipitately : and though they are fo flow in taking their
Refolutions, yet they are as warm and aflive in putting
them in Execution : This is obferved efpecially of the
Hurons and the Irogueis. 'They are not only ready at
Repartee, but alfo witty,

An Outaouais, named Fobn le Blanc, a bad Chriflian,
and a great Drunkard, being afked by Comte de Frontenac,
what he thought Brandy was made of, which he loved fo
well, {aid it was an Extra& of Tongues and Hearts ; for
(2dded he) when I have drank it, I fear nothing, and I
talk to Admiration.

The greateft Part of them have truly a Noblenefs and
an Equality of Soul, to which we feldom arrive, with al}
the Helps we can obtain from Philofophy and Religion.
Always Mafters of themfelves, in the moft fudden Mis-
fortunes, we can’t perceive the leaft Alteration in their
Countenances. A Prifoner, who knows in what his Cap-
tivity will end, or, which is perhaps more furprifing,
who is ftill uncertain of his Fate, does not lofe on this
Account a Quarter of an Hour’s Sleep : Even the firlt
Emotions do not find them at a Fault.

A Huron Captain was one Day infulted and ftruck by
a young Man. Thofe who were prefent, would have
punithed this Audacioufnefs on the Spot. ¢ Let him
“ alone, (faid the Captain) Did not you feel the Earth
““ tremble & He is fufficiently informed of bis Folly.”

Their Conftancy in fuffering Pain, is beyond all Ex-
preflion. A young Woman fhall be a whole Day in La-
bour, without making one Cry : If the fhewed the leaft
Weaknefs, they would efteem her unworthy to be a Mo-
ther; becaufe, as they fay, fhe could only breed Cow-
ards. Nothing is more common, than to fee Perfons of
all Ages, and of both Sexes, fuffer for many Hours, and

fometimes
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fometimes many Days together, the fharpeft Effe&s of
Fire, and all that the moftinduftrious Fury can invent to
make it moft painful, without lettinga Sigh efcape. They
are employed for the moft Part, during their Sufferings,
in encouraging their Tormentors by the moft infulting
Reproaches.

An Outagami, who was burnt by the [llinois with the
utmoft Cruelty, perceiving a Frenchman among the Spec-
tators, begged of him that he would help his Enemies to
torment him 3 and upon his atking why he made this Re-
queft, he replied, * Becaufe I fhould have the Comfort
“ of dying by the Hands of a Man. My greateft Grief
¢ (adds he) 75, that I never killed a Man.”>  But (faid an
““ ILLiNorts) you bave killed fuch and fuch a Perfon.?
€ As for the ILLiNo1s, (replied the Prifoner) 7 have
¢ killed enough of them, but they are no Men.”

‘What I have obferved in another Place, Madam, to
leffen the Aftonithment which fuch an Infenfibility fills
one with, does not hinder us from allowing that fuch a
Behaviour thews a great deal of Bravery. There muft al-
ways be, to elevate the Soul above the Senfe of Pain to,
fuch a Degree, an Effort which common Souls are not
capable of. 'T'he Savages exercife themfelves in this zll
their Lives, and accuftom their Children to it from their
tendereft Years. We have feen little Boys and Givls tie
themfelves together by one Arm, and put a lighted Coal
between them, to fee which would fhake itoff firft. In
thort, we muft alfo allow, that, according to Cicero’s Re-
mark, an Habit of Labour makes us bear Pain more ea-
fily +. But there are perhaps no Men in the World who
fatigue themfelves more than the Savages, either in their
Huntings, orin their Journies. Laftly, what proves that
this Kind of Infenfibility is in thefe Barbarians the Effect
of a true Courage, is, that it is not found in all of them.

It is not furprifing that with this greatnefs of Soul, and
thefe elevated Sentiments, the Savages fhould be intrepid
Vor. IL E i

+ Confuetudo enim laborum perpeflionem dolorum effic it
faciliorem. 2 Tufc. 15.
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in Danger, and of a Courage Proof againft every Thing
It is true that in their Wars they expofe themfelves as lit-
tle as may be, becaufe they make it their Chief Glory ne-
ver to buy the Vi€tory at adear Rate ; and becaufe of their
Nations not being numerous, they have made it a Maxim
not to weaken them: But when they muft fight, they
do it like Lions, and the Sight of their Blood does but
encreafe their Strength and Courage. They have been
in many Aflions with our brave Men, who have {een
them perform Things almoft incredible.

A Miflionary having accompanied fome Abenakis in an
Expedition againfl New England, and knowing that a
great Party of the Englifb were purfuing them in their
Retreat, endeavoured all he could to make them make
Haite forward, but without Effe&. All the Anfwer he
received, was that they were not afraid of thofe People.
At laft all the Englifb came in Sight, and they were at
leaft twenty to one. ‘The Savages, without feeming at
all {urprifed, firft conduéted the Father io a Place ¢1 Safe-
ty, then went and waited b Idly for the Enemy ia & Place
where there were cnly Jome Stumps of Trees. The En-
gaeoraont lafted almoft the whele Dav. - The Abenakis
Cil not lofe a hMica, and pot the Engli/D to Flight, after
having covered th- Freld o0 Du.tle with the Dead.~——1
had this Account /rom the Miflionary hindeif ®,

But what furprifes infinitely in Men whofe whole out-
ward Appearance proclaims ~othing but Barbai'ty, is to
{ec them behave to each oiher wih fuch Kincnaefs and
Forard, that are net to be fourd amony the moft civiliz-
ed MNations.  Doubtlefs ti.ic proceeds 11 fome Meafure
from ihe Words MINE and 1 HINE being as et unknown
to thefe Savoges. Thofz cold Words as S Chryfoftom
calls them, voiich, extingiviong in our Hearts the Fire of
Charity, light up that ot Covetoufnefs. We are equal-
ly charmed with that natural and unaffeSied Gravity
which reigns in ali their Echavicur, in all their Adtions,
and in the greatelt Part of their Diverfions; as likewife

with

* Father Vincent Bigor.—This feems to be apocryphal.
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with the Civility and Deference they fhew to. their Equals,
and the Refpet of young People to the Aged; and laftly,
never to fee them quarrel among themfelves with thofe
indecent Expreflions, and the Oaths and Curfes {o com-
mon amongit us. All which are Proofs of good Senfe, and
a great Command of "Temper.

I havealready faid that one of their Principles, and that
of which they are the moft jealous, is, that one Man owes
nothing to another : But from this bad Maxim they draw
a good Inference, thatis to fay, that we mufl never do an
Injury to any Perfon from whom we have received no
Wrong. 'There is nothing wanting to their Happinefs,
but to behave between Nation and Nation, as they do
between private Perfons, and never to attack any People
of whom they have no Caufe to complain, and not to
carry their Revenge fo far.

On the other Hand, we muft allow that what we moft
admire in the Savages, is not always pure Virtue; that
Conftitution and Vanity have a great Share init, and that
their beft Qualities are tarnifhed by great Vices. Thefe
Men, who at firlt View appeared to us fo contemptible,
of all Mankind have the greateft Contempt for all others,
and the higheft Opinion of themfelves. The proudeft of
all were the Hurons, before Succefles had lified up the
Hearts of the Iroquois, and grafted in them an Haugnti-
nefs, which nothing can yet {upprefs, on a fierce Rude-
nefs, which before was their diftinguifhing Charadter.

On the other Side, thefe People, fo proud and jealous
of their Liberty, are beyond all Imagination Slaves to hu-
man Refpe&: They are accufed of being light and incon-
ftant ; but they are {o, rather through a Spirit of Inde-
pendence, than by Chara&er, as 1 have obferved of the
Canadians. They are diftruftful and fufpicious, efpecial-
ly towards us; treacherous, when their Intereft is con-
cerned ; Diffemblers, and revengeful to Excefs. Time
does not abate in them their Defire of Revenge: It is the
moft precious Inheritance which they leave to their Child-
ren, and which is tranfmitted from Generation to Gene-

ration, till they find an Opportunity to execute it.
E 2 As
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As to what we call more particularly the Qualities
of the Heart, the Savages do not value themfelves much
on them; or, to fpeak more properly, they are not Vir-
tues in them. Friendfhip, Compaflion, Gratitude, At-
tachment, they have fomething of all this, but it is not
in the Heart ; and in them it is lefs the Effe& of a good
Difpofition, than of Reflexion, or Inftiné. The Care
they take of Orphans, Widows, and th¢ Infirm, and the
Hofpitality they exercife in fuch an admirable Manner,
are to them only the Confequence of their Perfuafion,
that all Things ought to be in common among men. Fa-
thers and Mothers have a Fondnefs for their Children,
which rifes even to Weaknefs; but which does not incline
them to make them virtuous, and which appears to be
purely Animal. Children, on their Side, have no natural
Gratitude for their Parents, and they even treat them
fometimes with Indignity, efpecially their Fathers. I
have heard fome Examples of this Sort, that are horrible,
and which cannot be related : But here follows one In-
ftance that was public.

An Iroguois, who ferved a long Time in our Troops
againft his own Nation, and even as an Officer, met his
Father in an Engagement, and was going to kill him.
‘When he difcovered who he was, - he held his Hand, and
faid to him,  You have once given me Life, and now 1
“ give it to you. Let me meet with you no more; for I
“ bave paid the Debt I ow’d you.”” Nothing can better
prove the neceflity of Education, and that Nature alone
does not fufficiently inftruét us in our moft effential Du-
ties. And what demonflrates more evidently the Advan-
tages of the Chriftian Religion, is, that it has produced in
the Hearts of thefe Barbarians, in all thefe Refpeéts, a
Change which appears wonderful.

Bat if the Savages know not how to tafte the Sweets of
Friendfhip, they have at leaft difcovered its Ufefulnefs.
Every one amongft them has a Friend nearly of his own
Age, between whom. there is a mutual Engagement,
which is indiffoluble. “T'wo.men thus “united for their
common Intereft, are obliged to do every Thing, and to
run all Hazards to affift and fuccour each other. Death

itfelf,
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itfelf, as they believe, {eparates them only for a Time:
"They depend on meeting again in the other World, ne-
ver to part more, being perfuaded that they fhall fill
want each other’s Affiftance,

I have heard it reported on this Occafion, thata Chrif~
tian Savage, but one who did not purfue the Maxims of
the Gofpel, being threatened with Hell by a Fefust, afked
this Miflionary, 1if he thought his Friend, who was lately
dead, wasgone to that Place of Punithment ? The Father
replied, that he had Reafon to judge that he had found
Mercy with Gob.. ' Tawon’t go to Hell neither,” faid
the Savage ; and this Motive engaged him to do all we
required, that is to fap, that he was as willing to go to
Hell as to Heaven, to meet with his Companion: But
Gop makes Ule of all Means to fave his Ile&. They
add, that thefe Friends, when they are at a Diftance from
each other, ufe mutual Invocations in any Dangers they
meet with; which is to be underftood, without Doubt,
of their Guardian Deities. ‘Thefe Affociations are bound
by Prefents, and- ftrengthened by Intercft and Neceffity.
"This is 2 Support on which they can almoft always de-
pend. Some report, that there is fomething unnatural in
thefe Affociations; but I have Reafon to believe at leaft
it 1s not general.

‘The Colour of the Savages does not prove a third Spe-
cies between the White and the Black, as fome Pcople
‘have imagined. ‘They are very fwarthy, and of a dirty
dark Red, which appears more in Florida, of which Lou-
ifiana is a Part: but this is not their natural Complexion.
The frequent Fritions they ufe, gives them this Red ;
and it is furprifing that they are not blacker, being conti~
nually expofed to the Smoke in Winter, to the great Heats
of the Sun in Summer, and in all Seafons to all the Incle-
mencies of the Air.

It is not fo eafy to give a Reafon why they have not a
Hair on their whole Body, excepting the Hairs of their
Head, which they have all very black, the Eye Lafhes,
and Eyebrows, which fome alfo pluck off ; and ’tis the
fame Cafe with almoft all the Americans. What makes

E 3 it
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it ftill more furprifing, is, that their Children are born
with a thin Hair, and pretty long," all ‘over their Bodies,
but which difappears aftét eight Days.. ‘The old Men
have atfe fome Hairs on the Chin, as we fee fome old
Women have with us. I hdve known fome who attri-
bute this Singularity to the conftant Cuftom the Ameri-
cians have of {moking, and which is common to both
Sexes. Others think it more natural to fay, that this
proceeds from the Quality of their Blood ; which being
more pure, becaufe of ‘the  Plainnefs of their Aliments,
produces lefs of thofe Superfluities, which our’s, being
more grofs, {upplies fo’ plentifully ; or that having fewer
Salts, 1t is lefs fit for thefe Sorts of Produétions. ‘There
“isno Doubt thatit is at ledft this Plainnefs of Food which
renders the Savages fo fwift of Foot. I'have feena Man
who came from an Ifland not far from Fapan, who, be-
fore he had eat any Bread, aflured me that he could tra-
vel on” Foot thirty Leaguesa Day, commonly without
Fatigue ; but that fince he had been ufed to Bread, he
could not travel with the fame Eafe. -

"This is certain, that our Sgvages think-ita very great
Beauty to have no Hair but onthe Head ; that if they
have any on their Chin, they pluck it off direftly ;
that the Europeans, the firft Time they faw them, ap-
peared frighttul to them with their long Beards, as was
then the Fafhion ; that they do not think our white Co-
lour handfome ; and that they found the Fleth of the
Englifi and French, when they eat it, of a bad Tafte,

becaufe it was falt.

Thus, Madam, the Idea which we formerly had in
Europe of Savages, which were reprefented as hairy Men,
is not only cniirely the Reverfe of the Americans, but it
isexaltly that which they at firft had of us, becaufe they
‘thought all our Bodies were like our Breafts and Chins,

I am, &c.

LETTER
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LETTE R XXIIL

Fourney to the River St. Joseru. Remarks on the Ri-
vers which run into Lake MICHIGAN from the Eafl.
Of Father MARQUETTE’s River, and the Origin of
its Name. Two Games of the SAVAGES. Some Re-
marks on the Characler of thefe People.

Mapawm, St. JeserH, Auguf? 16.

IT is eight Days fince T arrived at this Poft, where we
have a Miilion, and where there is a Commandant
with a fmall Garrifon. 'The Houfe of the Commandant
which is a trifling "Thing, is called the Fort, becaufe it is
furrounded with a poor Palifade, and it is much the fame
Thing in all other Places, excepting the Forts of Cham-
bly and Cataracoui, which are real Fortrefles. Tlere
are however in all of them {ome Pieces of Cannon or
Patteraroes, which, in Cafe of Need, are fufficient to
prevent a Coup de Main, and to keep the Savages in Awe.

‘We have here two Villages of Savages, one of Milemis
and the other of Pouteconatamies, they are both for the
moft Part Chriflians, but they have been a long Time
without Paftors, and the Miffionary that was lately fent
hither, will have no little Trouble to reftore the Exercife
of Religion. The River 8t. Fs/eph comes from the South
Eaft to difcharge itfelf into the Bottom of Lake Michiran,
the Eaft Coaft of which we muft range, which is a hun-
dred Leagues long, before we enter this River. Then
we go up it two hundred Leagues tc arrive at the Fort:
‘This Navigation requires much Care, becaufe when the
Wind comes from the open Lake, that is, the Wedt,
the Waves are the whole Length of the Lake; and the

E 4 Weft
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Weft Winds are very common here. Tt is alfo very pro-
bable that the Number of Rivers which runinto the Lake
on the Weft Side, contribute by the Shock of their Cur-
rents with the Waves, to render the Navigation more
dangerous: [t 1s certain that there are few Places in Ca-
nada where there are more Wrecks. But I take up
my Journal again where I léft off.

The firft of Auguf?, after having failed crofs a Bay that
is thirty Leagues deep, I left on-the Right the Ifles of
Cuftor, which appeared to be very well wooded; and fome
Leagues further, on the Left, I perceived on an Emi-
nence of Sand a Kind of Bufh, which, when we are over-
again{t it, has the Shape of an Animal lying down. The
French call it L’ours qui dort (the fleeping Bear), and the
Savages the Bear lying down. 1 went twenty Leagues
that Day, and encamped in a little Ifland, 44° 30" North
Latitude 5 this is nearly the Latitude of Montreal. From
the Entrance of Lake Michigan to this Ifland, the Coaft
1s very fandy, butif we go a little Way into the Country
1t appears to be very good, at leaft to judge of it by the
fine Forefts with which it is covered. On the other Hand,
it is well watered, for we went not a League without
difcovering either fome large Brook, or fome pretty Ri-
ver, and the farthér we go South, the Rivers grow larger,
and have a longer Courfe, the Peninfula, which feparates
Liake Michigan from Lake Huron, growing wider as it
advances to the South. Neverthelels, the greateft Part
of thefe Rivers are but narrow, and fhallow at their
Mouths; but they have this Singularity, that they form
Lakes near their Entrance of two, three, or four Leagues
round. 'This proceeds, no Doubt, from the Quantity of
Sand which they bring down: Thefe Sands being driven
back by the Waves of the Lake, which almoft always
come from the Weft, gather at the Mouths of the Ri-
vers, whole \Waters being ftopt by thefe Banks, which
they pafs over with Difficulty, have made themfelves by
Degrcus thefe Lakes, or Ponds, which prevent the Inun-
dation of the whole Country when the Snows melt,

Qn 'tlvue third I entered Father Marguette’s River to ex-
amine i what I had heard of 1t was true. It is at firlk
only
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only a Brook, but fifteen Paces higher, which is near
two Leagues round, to make a Paflage for it into the
Michigan, one would think they had dug away with Pick-
axes, a great Hill, which we leave to the Left at the
Entrance, and on the Right the Coaft is very low for the
length of a good Mufket-Shot; then all at once it rifes
very high. 1t-had been thus reprefented to me; con-
cerning which, this is the conftant Tradition of all our

‘Travellers, and what I have heard from fome antient
Miflionaries.

Father Fofeph Marquette, a Native of Laon in Picardy,
where his Family ftill holds a diftinguithed Rank, was one
of the moft illuftrious Miflionaries of New France 3 he tra-
velled over almoft all Parts of it, and made many Difco-
veries; the laft of which was the Miffiffippi, which he
entered with the Sieur Foliet in 1673. Two Years after
this Difcovery, of which he publifhed an Account, as he
was going from Chicagon, which is at the Bottom of Lake
Michigan, to Michillimakinac, he entered the River I am
fpeaking of ; the Entrance of which was then at the Ex-
tremity of the low Land, which I have faid we leave to
the Right at entering it. He {et up his Altar here, and
faid Mafs.  After this, he went a little Diftance to return
‘Thanks, and prayed the two Men who managed his Ca-
noe, to leave him alone for half an Hour. This Time
being expired, they went vo feek him, and were greatly
furprifed to find him dead; but they recollefted, that up-
on entering the River, he had faid that he thould finifh
his Journey there. Neverthelefs, as it was too far from
thence to Michillimakinac, to carry his Body thither,
they buried him pretty near the Side of the River; which
from that ‘Time has retired, as out of Refpeét, to the
Cape, at the Foot of which it now runs, and where it
has made a new Paflage. The Year following, one of
the two Men who had performed the laft Duties to this
Servant 0f Gop, returned to the Place where he had bu«
ried him, took up his Remains and carried them to Afi-
chillimakinac. T could not learn, or 1 have forgot, what
Nande this River had before; but at prefent the Savages

always
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always ealled it the River of the Black Gown *. ‘The
French have given it the Name of Father Marquette 5 and
never fail to invoke him, when they find themf{elves in any
Danger on the Lake Michigan. Many have affirmed,
that they believe it was owing to his Interceflion, that
they have efcaped very great Dangers.

I wentthree Leagues further that Day, and encamped
at the Entrance of the River §t. Nicholas, on the Side of a
pretty Lake, that is longer, but not fo wide as the form-
er. 1found here a great Number of red and white Pines,
the laft have the hardeft Bark, but the beft Wood, and
fhed 2 Gum which is pretty fine ; the firt have the foft-
eft Bark, but the Wood is heavier. They draw from
thefe the Tar of which the beft Pitch is made. I failed
thus pleafantly to the River St Fsfeph, which I entered
the 6th, very late, or on the 7th very early in the Morn~
ing, for it was about Midnight when we arrived here,
having refted ourfelves above two Hours at the Side of the
Lake of La Riviere Noire (the Black River,) which is
eight Leagues diftant, and where thete is a great deal of

Gin-feng.

The River Sz, Fofeph is above a hundred Leeagues long,
and its Source 1s not far from Lake Erié: It is navigable
eighty Leagues, and in the twenty-five Leagues which
1 went up to arrive at the Fort, I faw none but good
Lands, covered with Trees of a prodigious Height, un-
der which there grow in fome Places very fine Capillaire,
(Maiden Hair.) 1 was two Days making this Way, but
the Night of the firft was very near putting an End to my
Journey. I was taken for a Bear, and was within a
Hair’s Breadth of being killed under this Denomination,
by one of my Canoe Men in the following Manrer.

After Supper and Prayer, asit was very hot, T went to
take a Walk, keepingalways by the Side of the River. A
Spaniel thut followed me every where, took a Fancy to
Jump into the River, to fetch I know not what, which I

had

* Thus the Savages call the Jefuits. They call the Priefts,
the White Capes 5 and the Recollets, the Grey Gowns.
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had thrown in without Thought. My People, who
thought I was was gone to Reft, efpecially as it was late,
and the Night dark, hearing the Noife this Creature
made, thought it wasa Roe-Buck that was crofling the
River ; and two of them immediately fet out with their
Guns charged. Luckily for me, one of the two, who
was a blundering Fellow, was called back by the reft, for
Fear he thould occafion the Lofs of their Game ; other-
wife it might have happened, that by his blunderingI
thould have been fhot.

The other advancing flowly, perceived me about twenty
Paces from him, and made'rio Doubt that it wasa Bear
{tanding upon his hind Fe_et,' as thefe Animals always do
when they heara Noife. = At this Zight he cockshus Gun,
which he had loaded with three Balls ; and ftoaping down
almoft to the Ground, made his Approaches as ﬁSPntly as
poffible. He was going to fire, when onm S:de I thought
I faw fomething, without being able to dn’rmguth what it
was ; butas I could not doubt but that it was one of my
People, I thought proper toafk himif by Chance he did
not fake me for a Bear : He made me no Anfwer, and
whenl came up to Lim, I found him lke one Thunder-
firuck and as it were feized with Horror at the Blow he

was juft going to give.- It was his Comrades who told me
what had pa{Ted

The River 8% Fofeph is fo convenient for the Trade of all
Parts of Canada, thatit 1s no Wonder it Las always been
much frequented by the Savages. Furthermore, it wa-
ters a vety fertile Country : But this is rot what thefe
People value moft. Itis evena great Lofs to give them

ood Lands: Either they make no Ufe of them, or they
?oon make them poor by fowing their Mai-.

"The Mafcoutins had, not long fince, a Settlement on
this River ; but they are returned to thelr own Couniry,
which is, as they fay, (ll finer. T'ie Poutrouviamies
have fucceffively occupied here feveral Pofls, and remain
here &ill.  ‘Their Village is on the {ame Side as the Fert,
a little lower, and on a very fine Spot. The Villuge of
the Miamics is on the other Side of the River.

Thefe
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"Thefe Savages who have at all Times applied them-
felves more than the others to Phyfic, fet a high Value
on Gin-feng, and are perfuaded that this Plant has the
Virtue to render Women fruitful. But I do not think
that it was for this Reafon they called it dbefoutchenza,
which means a Child : 1t owes this Name to-the Shape of
its Root, at leaft among the froguois. You have feen. with-
out Doubt, Madam, what Father Laffitau, who brought
it firft to France, has wrote of it under the Name of Au-
relia Canadenfis : Itis at leaft for Shape abfolutely the
fame as that which comes to us from China, and which
the Chinefe get from Coyea and Tartary. 'The Name
they give it, which fignifies the Likenefs of a Man ; the
Virtues they attribute to it, and which have been expe-
rienced in Cznada by thofe who have ufed it, and the
Conformity of the Climate *, are great Reafons to- think,
that if we took it as coming from China, it would be as
much efteemed as that the Chinefe fell us; perhaps it is
fo little efteemed by us, becaule it grows in a2 Country
that belongs to us, and that it has net the Recommenda-
tion of being entirely Foreign.

In going up the River St Fofeph, 1 obferved feveral
Trees, which I had not feen in any other Place. The
moft remarkable, and which I took at firft for an Afh by
its Leaves, grows very large, and bears Beans which
appear very good to the Eye ; but the more they are boil-
_ed the harder they grow, fo that they could neverbe ufed.
The Fields which furround the Fort are {o full of Saffa-
fras, that it perfumes the Air; but it isnot a great Tree
as in Carolina : They are little Shrubs which grow near
the Ground ; perhaps alfo they are but Shoots of -the
"T'rees that were cut down to clear the Environs of the
Fort, and of the Savage Villages.

"There

* 'The Black River (la Riviere Nsire) is in 41 Deg. 50
Min. itis in the fame Latitude they get the Gin-feng of Corea
for the Emperor of China. Some of ours has been carried to
China, and being prepared by the Chinefe, they have fold it

as coming from Corea or Tartary. For the reft, this prepara-
tion adds nothing to it.
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‘There are here many Simples, which they fay the Sa-
vages make Ufe of a little at a Venture, without any other
Principle than a flight Experiment made by Chance, and
which fometimes deceives them ; for the fame Remedies
do not at equally on all Sorts of Subjeéts, attacked with
the fame Diftempers; but thefe People know not how
to make ali thefe Diftinétions. One Thing which much
furprifes me, is the impenetrable Secrecy they keep con-
cerning their Simples, or the little Curiofity of the French
to get the Knowledge of them. If the laft are not in
Fault, nothing makes it appear more, in my Opinion,
that the Savages are not pleafed tofee usin their Country :
And we have other Proofs, which are as clear as this. It
is very likely alfo that they are of the fame Opinion with
Regard to their Simples, as they are about their Mines ;
that is to fay, that they would foon die, if they difco-
vered any of them to Strangers.

‘The Savages of thefe Parts are naturally Thieves, and
think all good Prizes that they can catch. Itis true, that
if we foon difcover that we have loft any Thing, itis fuf-
ficient to inform the Chief of it, and we are fure to reco-
ver it ; but we muft give the Chief more than the Value
of the Thing, and he requires further fome Trifle for the
Perfon that found it, and who is probably the Thief him-
felf : I happened to be in this Cafe the Day after my Ar-
rival, and they fhewed me no Favour. Thefe Barbari-
ans would fooner engage in a War than make the leaft
Conceflionsin this Point.

Some Days after I paid a Vifit to the Chief of the Mi-
amies, who had got the Start of me: He is a tall Man,
well thaped, but much disfigured, for hehas no Nofe : I
was told that this Misfortune happered to him in a drunken
Bout. When he heard I was coming to fee him, he went
and placed himfelf at the Bottom of his Cabin, on a Sor:
of an Alcove, where I found Lim fitting with his Legs
acrofs, after the Eaftern Manner. e {aid very little to
me, and feemed to aflume a proud Gravity, which he
did not maintain well: This is the firft Savage Chief that

I faw, who obferved this Ceremony ; but I was told be-
forehand
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forehand that he muft be treated in the fame Way, if you
would not be defpifed by him.

"That Day the Pouteouatamis were come to play at the
Game of Straws with the Miamis : They played in the
Cabin of the Chief, and on an open Place before the Ca-
bin. ‘Thefe Straws are fmall Reeds about the Bignefs of
a Wheat Straw, and about fix Inches long. They take
a Parcel, which are commonly two hundred and one,
and always an odd Number. After having fhuffied them
well together, making a thoufand Contorfions, and in-
voking the Genii, they feparate them with a Kind of an
Awl, ora pointed Bone, into Parcels of ten each: Every
one takes his own at a Venture and he that happens to get
the Parcel with eleven, gains a certain Number of Points
that are agreed on. The whole Game is fixty or eighty.

There are other Ways of playing this Game, and they
would have explained them tome, but Idid notcomprehend
it, only that fometimes the Number Nine wins the
Game, They added, that there was as much Skill as
Hazard in this Game, and that the Savages are great
Sharpers in thisas well asin all other Games ; and that they
are fo cager at it, that they play whole Days and Nights,
and fometimes do not leave off playing till they are quite
naked, and have nothing more to lofe. They have ano-
ther Game, at which they do not play for any Tkhing,
but merely for Diverfion ; but it has almoft always bad
Confequences with Refpe& to their Manners.

As foon as it is Night, they {et up in the Middle of a
great Cabin fevera! Pofts in aRing, in the Midft are their
Inftruments of Mufic: They place on each Poft a Packet
of Down, and which muift be each of a different Colour.
The young People of both Sexes, mingled together,
dance round about thefe Pofts : Theyoung Women liave
alfo down of the Colour they like. From Time to Time
a young Man fteps out of the Ring, and goes to take
froma Poft fome Down of the Colour which he knows
his Miftrefs likes, and putting it upon his Head, he dan-
ces round her, and by a Sign appoints her a Place of Ren-

dezvous.
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dezvous. When the I"ince is over, the Feaft begins,
and lafts all Day: At Night every one retires, and the
youny Women manage Vlatters fo well, thatin Spite of
the Vigilance of their Mothers, they go to the Place of
Aflignation.

The Miamis have twn Games more; the firft of which
is called the Game of the Bat. They play at it with a
Ball and Sticks bent and ending in a Kind of Racket.
They fet up two Pofts, which ferve for Bounds, and
which are diftant from each other according to the Num-
ber of Players. For Inftance, if they are cighty, there
is half a League Diftance between the Pofts. The Play-
ers are divided into two Bands, which have each their
Poft : Their Bufinefs is to flrike the Ball to the Poft of
the adverfe Party without letting it fall to the Ground,
and without touching it with the Hand, for in either of
thefe Cales they lofe the Game, unlefs he who makes the
Fault repairs it by flriking the Ball at one Blow to the
Poft, which is often iraooflible. Thefe Savages are fo
dextrous at catching the Ball with their Bats, that fome-
times one Game will laft many Days together.

The fecond Game is much like the former, but is not
fo dangerous. They mark out two Bounds, as in the
firft, and the Players occupy all the Space between. He
that is to begin, throws a Ball up in the Air as perpendi-
cularly as poflible, that he may catch it the better, and
throw it towards the Bounds. All the others have their
Hands lifted up, and he that catches the Ball repeats the
fame, or throws the Ball to one of his Band that he judges
more nimble and dexterous than himfelf; for to win the

. Game, the Ball muft never have been in the Hands of
the adverfe Party before it comes to the Boond. The
‘Women alfo play at this Game, but 1t is but zkiom:
Their Bands confift of four or five, and the firft that lets
the Ball fall, lofes the Game.

The Pouteouatamis have here a Chief, and 2s Draior,
who are Perfons of Merit.  The firft, named Frromon, is
a Man upwards of fixty, very fober and pru'ent The
fecond, named Nuilamek, is younger: He is » Chriftian,
and well inftruéted, but he makes no Exercife of his Re-

Hgion,
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ligion. One Day as T was making him fome Reproaches
on this Account, he left me fuddenly, wentinto the Cha-
pel, and faid his Prayers aloud, fo that we heard him at
the Miffionary’s Lodging. It is difficult to find a Man
that fpeaks better, and who has more Senfe. On the o-
ther Hand, he is of a very amiable Charater, and fin-
cerely attached to the French. Piremon is not inferior in
any Refpe&, and I have heard them both in a Council at
the Commandant’s, where they fpoke with a great deal of
Eloquence.

Many Savages of the two Nations which are {ettled on
this River, are juft returned from the Englifb Colonies,
whither they went to fell their Peltry, and from whence
they have brought back a great deal of Brandy. It has
been divided according to Cuftom that is o fay, every
Day they diftribute to a certain Number of Perfons as
much as is neceffary for each to get drunk, and the whole
was drank in eight Days. ‘They began to drink in the
two Villages as foon as the Sun was fet, and every Night
the Country refounded with frightful Cries and Howlings.
One would have faid that a Flight of Devils had efcaped
from Hell, or that the two Villages were cutting one
another’s Throats. Two Men were lamed : I met one
of them who broke his Arm with a Fall, and I faid to him,
that certainly another Time he would be wifer : He re-
plied, that this Accident was Nothing, that he fhould foon
be cured, and that he would begin to drink again as foon
as he had got a frefh Stock of Brandy.

Judge, Madam, what a Miffionary can do in the midft
of fuch a Diforder, and how greatly it muft affeét an ho-
neft Man, who has quitted his own Country to gain Souls
to God, to be obliged to be 2 Witnefs of it, without hav-
ing it in his Power to remedy it. ‘Thefe Barbarians are
fenfible that Drunkennefs ruins and deftroys them; but
when one ftrives to perfuade them that they fhould be
the firft to afk that we fhould hinder them of a Liquor
that is attended with fuch fatal Confequences, they are
fatisfied with replying, ¢ It is you that have accuffomed
¢ us to it, we can no longer do without it, and if you re~
* fufe to fupply us, we will get it of the Bnglifb.” This

¢ Liquor
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€ Liquor ftrips us naked, and kills us, itis true, but it is
¢ you who have done the Mifchief, and there is now no
“ Remedy.” Nuovorthelefs they are in the Wrong to
blame us alone 5 had it not been for the Eng/ifh 1 believe
we could have put a Stop to this Trade in the Colony, or
reduced it within proper Bounds.—PBRut we fhall perhaps
be foon obliged to give Permiffion to fupply them with
it from France, taking Mealures to prevent its Abufe, in-
afmuch as the Englifb Brandy is more hurtful than our’s.

A Diforder that corrupts the Manners of a People ne-
ver comes alone ; it is always the Principle, or the Rife
of many others. 'The Savages, before they fell into this
I am fpeaking of, exccpting War, which they always
made 1n a barbarous and inhuman Manner, had nothing
to difturb their Happinefs : Drunkennefs hath rendered
them interefted, and has difturbed the Peace they enjoy-
ed in their Families, and in the Commerce of Life. Not-
withftanding, as they are only ftruck with the prefent
Obje&t, the Evils, which this Pafion has caufed them,
have not yet become a Habit: They are Storms which
pals over, and which they almoft forget when they are
paft, thro’ the Goodnefs of their Chara&er, and the
great Fund of Calmnefs of Soul, which they have re-
ceived from Nature.

We muft acknowledge thatat firft Sight, the Life they
lead appears very hard; but befides that in this nothing
gives Uneafinefs but by Comparifon, and that Cuflom is
a fecond Nature, the Liberty they enjoy, fufficiently
compenfates the Lofs of thofe Conveniencies they are de-
prived of.  'What we fee every Day in fome Beggars by
Profeflion, and in feveral Perfons in the Country, gives
us a fenfible Proof that we may be happy in the midit of
Indigence. But the Savages are ftill more happy: Firft,
becaufe they think themfclves fo : Secondly, becaufe they
are in the peaceable Pofleflion of the moft precious of all
the Gifts of Nature : And laftly, becaule they are entire-
ly ignorant of, and have not even a Defire to know thofe
falfe Advantages which we fo much eftecm, and which
we purchafe at the Expence of real Good; and of which
we have {o little Enjoyment.

Yor. IL F In
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In Fa&, what they are moft valuable for, and for
which theyought to be looked upon as true Philofophers,
is, that the Sight of our Conveniencies, our Riches, our
Magunificence, have little moved them, and that they are
pleafed with themfelves that they can do without them.
Some Iroquois, who went to Paris in 1666, and who were
fhewed all the Royal Houfes, and all the Beauties of that
great City, admired nothing in it, and would have p_ref_ef-
red their Villages to the Capital of the moft flourifhing
Kingdom of Europe, if they had not feen the Street of /e
Huchette, where the Shops of the roafting Cooks, which
they always found furnifhed with all Kinds of Meat,
charmed them greatly.

‘We cannot even fay that they are fo highly delighted
with their Way of living, only becaufe they are mot ac-
quainted with the Sweetnefs of our’s. A good Number
of the French have lived like them, and have been fo
well pleafed with it, that many Perfons could never pre-
vail with them to return, though they might have been
very much at their Eafe in the Colony. On the contrary,
it was never poflible for a fingle Savage to conform to our
Way of living. We have taken Children from the Cra-
dle, and brought them up with much Care, and omitted
pothing to hinder their knowing any Thing of what paffed
amongft their Parents. All thefe Precautions were ufe-
lefs: The Force of Blood prevailed over Education. As
foon as they found themfelves at Liberty, they have tors

-their Garments to Pieces, and went through the Woods
to feck their Countrymen, whofe Life appeared to fhem
more pleafing than that they led with us.

An Iroguois, named la Plague, lived many Years with
the French; the fame who, as I have told you, Madam,
in faving his Father’s Life in an Engagement, thought
he had tully fatisfied all the Debt he owed him: He was
alfo made a Lieutenant in our Troops to fix him, becaufe
he was a very brave Man ; but he could not continue in
our Way of living: He returned to his Nation, anly car»
rying trom us our Vices, without correting any of thofe
he brought with him. He loved Women to Excefs: He
was well thaped : His Valour and his brave A&jons gave

him
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him a great Reputation : He had a great deal of Wit, and

very amiable Manners : He had many Intrigues with other
Men’s Wives; and his Diforders went {o far, that it wasg
debated in the Council of his Canton, whether they
fhould not take him off. It was bowever concluded, by
the Majority of Votes to fpare his Life ; becaufe, as he
was extremely courageous, he would people the Country
with good Warriors.

The Care which the Mothers take of their Children,
whilft they are yet in the Cradle, is beyond all Exprefi-
on, and proves very clearly that we often fpoil all, when
we exceed the Limits which Nature has taught us. They
never leave them: They carry them every where with
them; and when they feem ready to fink under the Bur-
dens they load themfelves with, the Cradle of their Child
is reckoned as nothing. One would even fay, that this
additional Weight is an Eafement that renders the reft
lighter.

Nothing can be neater than thefe Cradles: The Child
lies very conveniently, and very eafy in them ; but it is
bound only as high asthe Waift; fo that when the Cradle
is upright, thefe little Creatures have their Heads and half
their Bodies hanging down. In Europe they would fancy
that a Child that was left in this Condition, would grow
quite deformed; but it happens direftly contrary: This
renders their Bodies fupple ; and they are all, in Fa&, of
a Stature and Port, that the beft fhaped among us would
envy. What can we fay againft fuch a general Experi-
ence ? but what I am going to mestion, cannot be fo

eafily juftified.

"There are on this Continent fome Nations which they
call flat Heads, which have in Faét their Foreheads very
flat, and the Top of their Heads fomething Jengthened.
This Shape is not the Work of Nature; it is the Mothers
who give it to their Children as foon as they are born.
For this End they apply to their Foreheads, and the back
Part of their Heads, two Mafles of Clay, or of fome
other heavy Matter, which they bind by Kttle and [fittlg,
till the Skull has taken the Shape they defire to give it.

F 2 It
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Tt appears that this Operation is very painful to the Child-
ren, whofe Noftrils fhed a whitith Matter, pretty thick.
But neither this Circumftance, nor the Cries of thefe lit-
tle Innocents, alarm their Mothers, jealous of procuring
them a handfome Appearance, without which they can’t
concewve how others can be fatisfied. It 1s quite the re-
verfe with certain Algonguins amongft us, named Round
Heads, or Bow! Heads, whom I have mentioned before ;
for they make their Beauty confift in having their Heads
perfeétly round, and Mothers take Care alfo very early
to give them this Shape.

I would willingly, Madam, take Advantage of the Lei-
fure I have in this Place, and which perhaps will be longer
than I defire, to finith what I have to fay to you on this
Subjeét; but fome Troubles which have happened to me,
and the approaching Departure of a Traveller, who is
returning to the Colony, oblige me to interrupt this Re-
cital, which I fhall refume the firft Opportunity.

Iam, Ge.

LETTER
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LETTER XXIIL

Scquel of t araller of the Savages, and their Way
of living.

Mapawum, St. Joseru®s RIvER, Auguft 8.

Refume the Courfe of my Memoirs, where I broke it

off.  You will think, perhaps, that I do not obferve a
fufficient Regularity : But we excule, atleaft in a Rela-
tion, what we admire in an Ode : What ina Lyrick Poet
is an Effeét of Art, is a Matter of Neceffity in a Travel-
ler, who cannot relate Things but as he gets Information,
and who is obliged to write what he fees, for fear of for-
getting it.

The Children of the Savages, when they leave the
Cradle, are not confined inany Manner ; and as foon as
they can crawl upon their Hands and Feet, they Jet
them go where they will quite naked, intc the Water,
into the Woods, into the Dirt, and into the Snow, which
makes their Bodies ftrong, their Limbs very {upple, and
hardens thern againft the Injuries of the Air; but alfo,
as I obferved before, it makes them fubjeét to Diftempers
of the Stomach and Lungs, which deftroy them early.
In Summer they run, as foon as they arc up, to the
River, orin the Lake, and continue theve a Part of the
Day, playing like Fith when it is fine Weather at the Sur-
face of the Water *. TItis certain that noth'ag is better
than this Exercife to make their Joints free, and to render
them nimble,

I' 3 They

* It is very probable that this is the Reafon why the Sinall-
Pox is to fatal to the Savages. Mrch Bathinsuaidens the
Skin, and prevents the Eruption of the Fuftules.
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‘They put a Bow and Arrows into their Hand§ betimes,
and to excite in them that Emulation, which is the beft
"Teacher of the Arts, there is no Need to fet their Bygak-
faft on the Top of a Tree, as they did by the young La-
cedemonians : They are all born with that Pafliongor
Glory, that has no Need of a Spur; and ind%bey
fhoot with a furprizing Exaétnefs, and with a littlgi®rac-
tice, they acquire the fame Dexterity in the Ut sur
Fire Arms.  They make them alfo wreftle, and they pur-
fue this Excrcife fo eagerly, that they would often kill one
another if they were not parted : Thofe who are worlted
are fo enraged at it, that they do not take the leaft Re-
pole, till they have their Revenge.

In general one may fay, that the Fathers and Mothers
neglet nothing to infpire their Children with certain Prin-
ciples of Honour, which they preferve all their Lives,
but of which they often make a bad Application ; and in
this their whole Education confifts.  When they give
them Inftructions on this Head, it is always in an indire&
Way ; the moft common is to relate to them the brave
Aétions of their Anceftors, or of their Countrymen.
Thefe young People are fired at thefe Stories, and are ne-
ver ealy till they find an Opportunity of imitating the Ex-
amples they have made them admire. Sometimes, to
correct them for their Faults, they ufe Prayersand Tears,
but never Menaces. 'They would make no Impreflion on
Spirits, prepoffefled with an Opinion that no Perfon has
a Right to nfe Compulfion.

A Mother, who fees her Daughter behave ill, falls a
crying : On the Daugiter’s atking the Caufe, fhe is fa-
tisfied with faying, You difgrace me. 1t fcldom happens
that this Way of reproving is not effe€tual : Neverthe
lefs, fince they have converfed more with the French,
fome of tnem begin to chaftife their Children ; but thisis
fearcely amongft any but the Chrifiians, or thofe that are
feededin the Colony. Generally the greateft Punifhment
they u'e tocorre& their Children, is to throw a little Wa-
terin thar Faces.  The Children are much affeéted by
11, and by every ‘Thing that favours of Reproof ; the Caufe

of
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of which is, that Refentment is their ftrongeft Paffion,
even at that Age.

We have known fome ‘Girls hang themfelves, for hav-
ing only received a {light Reprimand from their Mothers,
or a few Drops of Water in their Faces ; and who have
given Notice of it, by faying, You fballlofe your Daughter.
The greateft Misfortune 1s, that it is not to Virtue that
they exhort thefe young People; or, which is the fame
Thing, that they do not always give them true Notions
of Virtue. In Reality, they recommend nothing to them
{fo-much as Revenge, and ’tis THIs of which they fhew
them the moft frequent Examples.

One would expe&, Madam, that a Childhood fo badly
difciplined, fhould be followed by a Youth of Turbulence
and Corruption : But on one Hand, the Savages are na-
turally calm, and early Mafters of themfelves ; Reafon
alfo guides them rather more than other Men: And on
the other Hand, their Conflitution, efpecially in the
Northern Countries, does not incline them to Debauche-
ry; yet we find fome Cuftoms among them, in which
Chaftity is entirely difregarded; but it appears that this
proceeds more from Superfition, than the Depravation of
the Heart.

The Hurons, when they firlt began to converfe with
them, were more lafcivious, and very brutalin their *lea-
fures. The young Perfons of both Sexes abandone! them-
felves without Shame to all Manner of Diflolutenefs ;
and it was chiefly among them, thatit was not citeeimed a
Crime for a Girl to proftitute herfelf. Their Parents
were the firft to engage them in this Way, and many did
the fame by their Wives, for a bafe Interett.  Many ne-
ver married, but took young Wo.men to ferve them, as
they faid for Companions ; and all the Difference they
made between thefe Concubines and their lawlul Wives,
was, that with the firft there was no Agreement made :
For the reft, their Children were on the fame Foot as the
others ; which produced no Inconvenience, ina Couniry
where there are no Eftates to inherit,

F g Cne
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One does rot diftinguith Mations here by their Drefs,
"The Men, when it is hot, have often only fomething of
an Apron to cover their Nakednefs. In Winter they
clothe themfelves more or lefz, according to the Climate.
"They wearon their Feet a Sort of Sandals, made of Roe-
Buck Skins fmoked: Their Stockings are alfo Skins, or
Bits of Stuffs, which they rap round their Legs. A
Waifteoat, made of Skin, covers them to the Waift, and
they wear over thata Rug or Blanket, when they can
have it if not, they make themfelves a Pobe with a
Bear’s Skin, or of feveral Beaver or other like Skins, or
Furs, with the Hair inwards. The Women’s Wailt-
coats reach juil below their Knees; and when it is very
cold, or when they travel, they cover their Heads with
their Blanket, or their Robe. 1 have {een feveral who
had little Caps, like Skull Caps; others have a Sort of
Capuchin, faftened to their Waiftcoats; and they have
befidesa Piece of Stuff which ferves them for a Petlicoat,
which covers them from the Waift down to the Middle
of thelLeg.

They are all very defirous of having Shirts and Shifts ;
but they never put them under thetr Wailtcoats, till they
are dirty, and then they wear them till they drop to Pie-
ces, for thuy never take the Trouble to wath them. Their
Wailtceuts rre generally dreffed in the Smeke, like their
Sanculs 5 that is {0 fuy, after they have hung a proper
Tirae in1t, they rub them ahittle, and then they may be
wafted ke Linen: They prepare them alfo by {oaking
thew: in Water, then rubbing them with their Hands till
they are dry and pliable 5 but the Savages think our Stuffs
and Blankets are much more convenlent.

Many make various Figures all over their Bodies by
priching themfelves, others only in fome Parts. They
d v’t do this merely for Ornament: They find alfo, as it
1swad, great Advantages by this Cuftom. 1t ferves great-
Iy to deiend them from the Cold, renders them lefs {fenfi-
ble of the other Injuries of the Awr, and frees thcm from
the " ~fecution ot the Gnats. Buytit is only in the Coun-
tries pouelied by the Englifty, efpecially in [irginia, that
the Cuftom of pricking themfelves all over the Body is

very
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very common. In New France, the greateft Part is fa-
tished with fome Figures of Birds, Serpents, or other
Antmals, and even of Leaves, and fuch-like IF.cures,
without Order or Symmetry, but according toevery one’s
Fancy, often in the Face, and fometimes even on the
LEye-lids. Many VW omen z7e marked in the Parts of the
Face that anfwers to the Jaw Bones, to prevent the
Tooth-ach.

This Operation is not painful in itfelf. Tt is performa
ed in this Manner: They begin by tracing on the Skin,
drawn very tight, the Figures they intend to make ; then
they prick little Holes clofe together with the Fins of a
Fifh, or with Meedles, all over thefe Traces, fo as to
draw Blood : Then they rub them over with Charcoal
Duft, and other Colours well ground and powdered.
Thefe Powders fink into the Skin, and the Calours are
never effaced: But foon after the “kin fwells, and forms
a Kind of Scab, accompanied with Inflammation. It
commonly excites a Fever; and if the Weather is too
hot, or the Operation has been carried too far, there is
Hazard of Life.

The Colours with which they paint their Faces, and
the Greafe they rub themfelves with all over their Bodies,
produce the fame Advantages, and, asthefe People fancy,
give the fame good Appearance, aspricking, The War-
riors paint themfelves, when they take the T'ield, tointi-
midate their Enermies, perhaps alfo to hide their Fear;
for we muft not think they are all exempt from it. The
young People do it to conceal an Air of Youth, which
would make thiem lefs taken for old Soldiers, or a Pale-
nels remaining after fome Diftemper, and which they are
apprehenfive might be takenfor the Effeét of Want of
Courage: They dJo it alfoto make them look handlome;
but then the Colours are more lively, and more varied.
They paint the Prifoners that are going to die; but T don’t
know why : Perhaps itis to adernthe Victim, who is to
be facrificed to the God of War. Laftly, they paint the
Dead, toexpofe them drefled in their finct Robes; and
this is, without Doubt, to hide the Palenefs of Death,
which disfigures them.

The
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The Colours they ufe on thefe Occafions are the fame
they employ to dye Skins, and they make them from cer-
tain Earths, and the Bark of fome Trees. ‘They are not
very lively, but they do not very eafily wear out. The
Men add to this Ornament the Down of Swans or other
Birds, which they ftrewupon their Hair after it has been
greafed, like Powder. They add to this Feathers of all
Colours, and Bunches of the Hair of divers Animals, all
placed in an odd Manner. The Placing of their Hair,
fometimes ftanding up like Briftles on one Side, and flat-
ted on the other, or drefled in a thoufand different Fafhi-
ons, Pendants in their Ears, and fometimes in their
Noftrils, agreat Shell of Porcelain hanging about their
Neck, or on their Breaft, fome Crowns made of the Plu-
mage of fcarce Birds, the Claws, Feet, or Heads of Birds
of Prey, little Horns of Roe-Bucks, all thefe Things
rake up their Finery.  But whatever they have moft pre-
ciousis always employed to adorn the Captives when thefe
‘Wretches make their firft Entry into the Village of their
Conquerors.

It is obfervable that the Men take very little Pains to
adofn any Part but their Heads. It is juft the Reverfe
with the Women § They wear fcarcely any Thing on it,
they are only fond of their Hair, and they would think
themfelves difgraced if it was cut off ; therefore, when at
the Death of a Relation they cut off Part of it, they pre-
tend by this to fhew the greateft Grief for their Lofs.
To preferve their Hair they greafe it often, and powder it
with the Duft of Spruce Bark, and fometimes with Ver-
milion, then they wrapit up in the Skin of an Eel ora
Serpent, in the Fathion of Whifkers, which hang down
to their Waift. Ag to their Faces, they are fatisfied with
tracing fome l.ines on them with Vermilion, or other
Colours.

Their Noftrils are never bored, and it isonly among
;fome Nations that they bore their Ears; then they wear
in them Pendants, as do alfo the Men, made of Beads of
Porcelain.  When they are dreffed in their greateft Fine-
4y, they have Robes painttd with all Sorts of Figures,

with
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with little Collars of Porcelain fet on them without much
Order or Symmetry, with a Kind of Border tolerably
worked with Porcupine’s Hair, which they paint alfo of
various Colours. They adorn in the fame Manner the
Cradles of their Children, and they load them with all
Sorts of Trinkets. Thefe Cradles are made of light
Wood and have at the upper End one or two Semicircles

of Cedar, that they may cover them without touching the
Head of the Child.

Befides the Houthold Work, and providing Wood fo¥
Fuel, the Women have almoft always the fole Trou-
ble of cultivating the Lands: Asfoon.as the Snow is melt-
ed, and the Waters {ufficiently drained, they begin to
prepare the Earth, which confifts in ftirring it lightly
with a Piece of Wood bent, the Handle of which is very
long, havifig firft fet Fire to the dry‘Stalks of the Maiz
and other Herbs that remained after the lait Harveft. Be-
fides that the Grain thefe People make Ufe of is Summer
Grain, they pretend that the Nature of the Scil of thi§
Country will not allow of fowing any Thing before Win-
ter. But I believe the true Reafon why Seeds would not
grow if they were fowed in Autumn is, that they would
be deftroyed by the Winter, or rot at the melting of the
Snow. It may alfo be, and this is the Opinion of many
Perfons, that the Wheat they cultivate in Canada
though originally brought from France, has in Procefs of
T'ime contrated the Property of Summer Secds, which
have not Strength enough to thoot feveral Times as thofe
do which we fow in September and Odober.

Beans or rather Kidney-Beans, are fowed along with
the Maiz, the Stalks of which ferve to fupport them : 1
think I have heard that the Savages recetved this Seed
from us, on which they fet a high Value, and it differs
nothing from our’s.  But I was furprifed that they make
little or no Ufe of our Peas, which have acquired in the
Soil of Canada, a Degree of Goodnefs much fuperior to
what they have in Eurepe. Sun-Flowers, Water-Me-
lons, and Pomkins are fet by themfelves; and before they
fow the Seed, they make it fhoot in Smoke, in Mght and
black Earth,

For
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For the moft Part the Women help one another in the
Work of the Field, and when itis Time to gather the
Harveft, they have fometimes Recourfe to the Men, who
do not difdain to aflift init. Tt Ends in a Feftival and
Feaft, which is made in the Night: Grain, and other
Fruits of the Carth, are kept in Holes, which they dig in
the Farth, and which are lined with large Pieces of Bark.
Many leave the Maiz in the llar as it grows, made up in
Ropes as we do Onions, and fpread them on great Poles
over the Lntrance of the Cabins. Others get out the
Grain, and fill great Bafkets with it made of Bark, full
of Holes to hinder it from heating. But when they are
obliged to be abient fome Time, or are afraid of fome Ir-
ruption of an Enemy, they make great Holes in the Earth
to hide it, where this Grain keeps very well.

Tn the northern Parts they fow little, and in many Pla-
ces none at all; but they purchafe the Maiz by FEx-
change. This Grainisvery wholefome, it is nourifhing,
and hght of Uigeition. The moft common Way of pre-
paring it among our French 'Travellers is by Lixivating,
that is to fzy, by boiling it fome Time in a Sort of Lie.
"This Way keeps italong Time ; they make Provifion of
it for long Journeys, and as they want it, they boil it
again in Water, orin Broth, if they have any Thing to
make it of, and they put a hutle Salt to it.

It is not an unpleafant Food, but many People are per-
fuaded that too frequent Ufe of it is prejudicial to Healih,
becanfe the Lie gives itacorrofive Quality, the Effe&ls
of which are felt in Time. When the Maiz is in the
Ear, and {t#l creen, {fome broil it on the Coals, and it
has a very good Talle. Our Canadians call'it Bled groule.
There is a purticular Bcit that opens as foon as it is laid
onthe Fire, they call w Bled fleuri, and it is very deli-
caic.  This is whut they treat Strangers with. They car-
Ty 1t in fome Plices to Perlons of Diftinéion, who ar-
nivein a Villege, wiuch in the fame Manner as they do in
France the P lintoi'a Town,

Laftly,
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Laftly, it is of this Grain they make the Sagamitty,
which is the moft common Food of the Savages. For
this Purpole they begin by broiling it, then they pound
it, and take off the Huik, then they make a Sort of Broth
with it, which is infipid enough when they have no Meat,
or Prunes to give it a Relith. They fometimes reduce it
to Flour, which they call here Farine froide (cold Flur,)
and thisis the beft Provifion that can be made for Travel-
lers.  Thofe who travel on Foot cannot carry any other.
They alfo boil the Maiz in the Ear, while it is fhill foft,
then they broil it a little, they get out the Grain, and
dry it in the Sun; this they keep along Time, and the.
Sagamitty they make of it has a very good Tafle.

You will perceive, Madam, by the Detail of thefe
Mefles, that the Savages are not nice in their eating.
‘We thould think that they have avery depraved Tafte, if
it was poflible to make a fixed Rule for Tafte. They
love Greafe, and it predominates in all their Difhes, if
they can get it. A few Pounds of Candles in a Kettle of
Sagamitty makes them think it excellent. They even
fometimes put Things into it which cannot be mentioned,
and they are {urprifed to fee our Stomachs turn at them.

The Nations of the South had only Veflels of baked
Earth to drefs their Meat. In the North they ufed Ket-
tles of Wood, and they made the Water boil by throwing
in Flints made red hot. 'They found our Iron and Tin
Kettles much more convenient, and this is the Merchan-
dize we are {ure to find a2 Vent for when we trade with
them. In the Nations of the Weft, the wild Oats fup-
ply the Want of Maiz : Itis quite as wholefome, and if
they are not fo nourithing, the Flefth of the Buffalo,
which abounds in thefe Parts, makes amends for it.

Among the wandering Savages who never cultivate the
Farth, when the Chafe and the Fifhery fail, their only
Refource is a Kind of Mofs, which grows en certain
Rocks, and which our French People call Tripe of ihe
Racks.  Nathing is more infipid than this Mofs, whi;:h

as
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has but litle Subftance: This is being reduced to what is
juft fufficient to keep them from ftarving. I fhill find it
harder to conceive, which yet I have heard affirmed by
Perfons of Credit, that fome Savages eat by Way of
Dainty a Sort of Maiz, which they leave to rot in a ftand-
ing Water, as we do Hemp, and they take it out all black
and flinking. 'They add alfo, that thofe who have a Lik-
ing to fuch a ftrange Mefs as this is, will not lofe any of
the Water, or rather Mud, that drops from it, the Smell
of which alone would make the Heart heave of any other
People. It was probably Neceflity that difcovered this Se-
cret, and if this does not give it all its Relith, nothing
proves more clearly that there is no difputing about

"Taftes.

The Savage Women make Bread of Maiz, and tho’ it
is only a Mafs of Pafte ill wrought, without Leaven, and
baked under the Afhes, thefe People find 1t very good,
and treat their Friends with it; but it muft be eaten
hot: It will not keep when it is cold. Sometimes they
mix with it -Beans, various Fruits, Oil, and Greafe.
They muit have good Stomachs that can digeft fuch
Hotch-potch.

The Sun-Flowers only ferve the Savages for an Of,
which they rub themf{elves with, They get it more com-
monly from the Seed than from the Root of this Plant.
This Root differs but little from a Sort of Potatoes,
which we call in France Topinambours. The Potatoes
which are {o common in the Weft-Indian Iflands, and in
the Continent of South Americs, have been planted with
Succefs in Lowifrana. 'The continual Ufe which all the
Nations of Canada made of a Sort of Petun, or wild To-~
bacco, which grows every where in this Country, have
made fome Travellers fay that they fwallowed the Smokes
and that it ferved them for Food; but this is not found
true, and was founded only on obferving them often
remain a long Time without eating. Since they have
tafted our Tobacco, they can fcarcely bear their Petun,
amd it is very eafy to fatisfy them on this Head, for To-
bacco grows very well here; and they fay alfo, that by

chufing
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chnfing proper Soils, we might have a moft excellent
Sort.

The little Works of the Women, and which are their
common Employment in the Cabins, are to ntake Thread
of the inner Membranes of the Bark of a Tree, which
they call the white Wood, and they work it pretty nearly
as we do Hemp. The Women alfo dye every Thing:
‘Tley make alfo feveral Works with Bark, on which they
work {mall Figures with Porcupines Hair: They make
little Cups, or other Utenfils of Wood ; they paint and
embroider Roe-Buck Skins; they knit Girdles and Gar-
ters with the Wool of the Buffaloes.

As for the Men, they glory in their Idlenefs, and in
Reality they pafs above half their Lives in doing nothing,
in the Perfuafion that daily Labour difgraces a Man, and
is only the Duty of the Women. Man, they fay, is on-
ly made for War, Hunting, and Fifthing. Neverthelefs,
it belongs to them to make all Things neceflary for thefe
three Exercifes: Therefore making Arms, Nets, and all
the Equiqage of the Hunters and Fithers, chiefly belong
to them, as well as the Canoes, and their Rigging, the
Raquets, or Snow Shoes, the building and repairing the
Cabins, but they often oblige the Women to affit them.
The Chriftians employ themfelves fomething more, but
they only do it by Way of Penance.

‘Thefe People, before we had furnithed them with
Hatchets, and other Tools, were greatly embarrafled to
cut down their Trees, and fit them for Ufe. They burnt
them at the Foot, and to fplit and cut them, they ufed
Hatchets made of Flints, which did not break, but took
up a great deal of Time to tharpen. To fix them in the
Handle, they cut off the Head of a young Tree, and as
if they would have grafted it, they made a Notch in it,
in which they thruft the Head of the Hatchet. After
fome Time, the Tree, by growing together, kept the
Hatchet fo fixed that it could not come out; then they
cut the Tree to fuch a Length as they would have the
Handle.

Their
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Their Villages have generally no regular Form. 'The
greateft Part of our antient Relations reprefent them of a
round Form, and perhaps their Authors had not feen but
of this Sort. For the reft, imagine you fee, Madam,
a Heap of Cabins without Order, or being fet on a Line:
Some like Cart-Houfes, others like Tunnels built of Bark,
fupported by fome Pofts, fometimes plaftered on the
Outfide with Mud, in a coarfe Manner: In a Word,
built with lefs Art, Neatnefs, and Solidity, than the Ca-
bins of the Beavers. Thefe Cabins are about fifteen or
twenty Feet i Breadth, and fometimes 2 hundred in
Length . Then they contain feveral Fires, for a Fire ne-
ver takes up more than 30 Feet.

When the Floor is not fufficient for all the Inhabitants
to fleep on, the young People lay on a wide Bench, or a
Kind of Stage, about five or fix Feet high, .hat runs the
whole Length of the Cabin. 'The Furniture and the Pro-
vifions are over this, placed on Pieces of Wood put acrofs
uhder the Roof. For the mott Part, there is Lefore the
Door a Sort of Porch, where the young People fleep in
the Summer, and which ferves for a Wood-Houfe in the
Winter. The Doors are nothing but Bark, fixed up like
the Umbrella of a Window, and they never thut clofe.
Thefe Cabins have neither Chimnies nor Windows, but
they leave an Opening in the Middle of the Roof, by
which Part of the Smoke goes out, which they are ob-
liged to fhut when it rains or fnows ; and then they muft
put out the Fire, if they will not be blinded with the
Smoke,

"The Savages fortify themfelves better than they lodge :
We fee fome Villages pretty well palifadoed with Re-
doubts, where they always take Care to make a good Pro-
vifion of Water and Stones. The Palifadoes are even
double, and fometimes treble, and have commonly Bat-
tlements at the laft Enclofure. The Pofts they are com-
pofed of are interwoven with Branches of Trees that
leave no Place open. This was fufficient to fupport a
long Siege, before thefe People knew the Ufe of Fire-
Arms. kvery Village has a pretty large open Place, but
it is feldom of a regular Figure.

Formerly
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Formerly the Iroguois built their Cabins much better
than the other Nations, and- than they do themf{elves at
prefent: They fometimes wrought Iigures in-Relievo
on their Cabins, tho’ the Work was very rude; but fince
in feveral Incurfions their Enemijes have burnt almoft all
their Vlllages, they have not taken the Pains to re-efta-
blith them in their firft State. But if thefe People take fo
little Pains to procure the Conveniencies of Life in the
Places of their ordinary Refidence, what can we think of
their Encampings in their Travels, r=d their Winter
Quarters. ~ An antient Miffionary *, who to lay himfelf
under a Neceflity of learninz the Langua e of the Mon-
tagnais, would accompany them in their Hunting during
the Winter, has given us an Account of it, which I fhall
tranfcribe almoft Word for Word.

Thefe Savages inhabit a Country very wild and uncal-
tivated, but not not fo mach as THAT which they chufe
for their Huntinz. You muft march a long "Fime before
you come to it, ‘and you mutft carry on your Back all you
want for five or fix Months, through Ways fometimes fo
frightful, that one can’t conceive how the wild Crea-
tures can come here. If they had not the Precaution to
furnith themfelves with the Bark of Trees, they would
have nothing to defend them from the Snow and Rain
during the ]ourney As {con as they arrive at the
Place propoled, they accommiodate themfelves a little bet-
ter; but this confifts only in not being expofed continual-
ly to all the Lajuries of the Air.

Every Body is employed for this ind; and the Miffio-
naries, who at firt had no Bady to ferve ther, and for
whom the Savages had no Regard, were not {pared any
more thaa the reft ; they Jid not even allow them a fepa-
rate Cabin, and they were oblized to lodge in the firft

that would receive them. Th wefe Cobins among the great-

cil Part of the A/Mm[z'm Nations, av¢ much in the 8 Shape
of cur Ice-houfes, round, an(l ending in a Cone: They
have no other Support but Pules, fi »d in the Sricw, tied
together at the Linds, and cover«d with Freces of 3ark 1
]omcd together, and rot well {ftened to the Poics; o
that the V\/'ind comes through on every Side.

Vor IL G The

* Father Paul ie Feune.
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The fetting up thefe Cabins is but the Work of half
an Hourat moft. Some Branches of Pine ferve for Mats,
and there are no other Beds. The only Convenience at-
tending this is, that they may be changed every Day.
The Snow, which is heaped up round about them, forms
a Sort of a-Parapet, which has its Ufe, for the Winds do
not pierce through it. By the Side and under the Shelter
of this Parapet, they fleep as quietly on thefe Branches,
covered with a poor Skin, as on the fofteft Bed. The
Miffionaries have fome Difficulty to accuftom themfelves
to this Lodging, but Fatigue and Neceflity foon reconcile
themto it. 'They cannot {fo well reconcile themfelves to
the Smoke, which almoft always fills the Tops of the Ca-
bins in fuch a Manner, that one cannot ftand upright in
them without having one’s Head in a Sort of a Cloud.
"This is no trouble to the Savages, accuftomed from their
Childhood to fit or lie on the Ground all the Time they
are in their Cabins: but it ts a great Punifhment to the
French, who can’t reconcile themfelves to this Inaétion.

On the other Hand, the Wind which enters as I be-
fore obferved, on all Sides, blows in a Cold that chills one
Part, whilft a Perfon is {mothered and broil’d on the other.
Often one cannot diftinguifh any Thing at two or three
Feet Diftance ; and our Eyes water {o, that we are blind-
ed : Sometimes, to get a little Breath, we are forced to
lie on our Bellies, with our Mouths almoft clofe to the
Greund. The fhorteft Way would be to go out; but
the greateft Part of the Time thisis not to bedone; fome-
times becaufe of a Snow fo thick, that it darkens the Day ;
and fometimes becaufe there blows a dry Wind, that cuts
the Face, and even thivers the 'Trees in the Forefts. Ne-
verthelefs, a Miflionary is obliged to fay his Office, to fing
Mafs, and to perform all the other Duties of his Miniftry.

To all thefe Inconveniencies we muft add another,
whicir at firft will feem a Trifle to you, but which is re-
ally very confiderable; it 1s the Troublefomenefs of the
Dogs.  The Savages have always a great Number that
follow them every where, and which are very much at-
tached to them; they are not fawning becaufe they are
never fondled, but they are Lold and fiilful Hunters.

I have
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I have already faid that the Savages break their Dogs
very early to that Sort of Hunting they are intended for 5
I add, that every Man muft have many, becaufe a great
Number are deftroyed by the Teeth or the Horns of the
wild Creatures, which they attack with a Courage that
nothing can daunt. Their Mafters take little Care to feed
them : They live by what they can catch, and this is not
much, fo they are always very lean : On the other Hand,
they have little Hair, which makes them very fenfible of
the Cold. To keep themfelves warm, if they can’t come
to the Fire, where it would be difficult for them all to
find Room, though there fhould be no Perfon in the Ca-
bin, they go and lie down on the firft they meet with;
and often one wakes in the Night in a Surprize, almoft
ftifled by two or three Dogs. If they were a little more
difcreet in placing themfelves, their Company would not
be very troublefome; one could put up with it well
enough ; but they lie where they can: Drive them away
as often as you pleale, they return dire&tly. ’Tis much
worfe in the Day-time; as foon as any Meat appears,
yeu are incommoded with the Buftle they make to have
their Share.

A poor Miffionary is lying on the Ground leaning on
his Elbow near the Fire, to fay his Breviary, or toread a
Book, ftriving as well as he can to endure the Smoke ; and
he muft alfo bear the Perfecution of a Dozen Dogs,
which do nothing but run over him backwards and for-
wards after a Piece of Meat they have difcovered. If he
has Need of a little Reft, it is hard for him to find a lLittle
Nook, where he may be free from this Vexation. If
they bring him any Thing to eat, the Dogs get their
Nofes in his Dith before he can have his Hand in it ; and
often while he is employed in defending his Portion againft
thofe that attack him 1n Front, there comes one behind
that carrics off half of it, er by running againft him,
beats the Difh out of his Hands, and fpills the Sagamitty
in the Afhes.

Oftentimes the Evils I have mentioned, are effaced by

a greater; in Comparifon of which the others are no-
thing, viz. Hunger. The Provifions they carry with
2 them
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ttiend do'riot 1aft lomg : 'Theéy depend on'the Chafe, and
that fails fometinges. It is true, that the Savages can
bear Hunger with'as much Patience as they take little Pre-
caition to prevent it; but'they are fometintes reduced to
fuch Extremity, that they fink undér it.

The Miflionary, from whom' T took this' Account, was
obl.ged, in his itlt Winter encamping) to eat the Eel Skins
and I'Ik Skins, witl which He had pat¢hed his Caflock ;
after which he was forced to eat young Branches, and
thie fofteff Bark of Trees. Neverthelefs, he ftcod this
Trial, without lofing his Health; but all Perfons have
not his Strength.

"The Naftinefs alone of the Cabins, and the Stench
which naturally arifés from it, is a real Punifhment to
any one but a Savage. It Is eafy to judge how far both
muft go among People who never change their Linen or
Clothes but when they drop to Pieces, and who take no
Care to wafth them. In Summer they bathe every Day;
but they rub themfelves dire@ly with Oil or Greafe of a
ftrong Scent. In Winter they continue in their Filth,
and in all Seafons one cannot enter into their Cabins with-
out béing almoft poifored.

All they eat is not only without any Seafoning, and
commonly very infipid, but there reigns in their Meals a
Slovenlinefs which exceeds all Defcription. What I have
feen, and what I have heard, would frighten you. There
are few Animals who do not feed cleaner. And after we
have feen what paffes among thefe Peoplé in this Article,
one can no longer doubt that Fancy has a great Share in
our Antipathies; and that many Mefles, which really
hurt our Health, do not prodace this Effe& but by the
Power of thefe Antipathies, and by the little Courage we
have to conquer them.

We muft neverthclefs acknowledge, that Things are

a little changed in all thefe Articles fince our Arrival in
this Country. 1 have feen fome who have endeavoured
to procure themlelves fome Conveniencies, which perhaps
they
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they will foon find it hard to be deprived of. Some
begm alfo to .take a little more Precaution not to find
themfelves unprovrded when the Chafe fails; and among
thofe who dwell in the-Colony, there is little to add to
make them arrive at the Point of having tolerable Necel-
faries : But itis to be feared, when they are got fo far,
they will foon go further, and feek for Superfluities,
which will make them more unhappy-ftill, than they are
at prefent in the midft of the greatett Indigence.

However, it will not be the Miflionaries who will ex-
pofe them to this Danger. Being perfuaded thatit is marally
impoflible to take the exa&t-Medium, and keep withun it,
they much rather chufe to partake with thefe People ot
what is moft troublefome in their way of. living, than to
open, ‘their Eyes on the Means of finding out Convenien-
cies : And indeed thofe who are Witnefles of their Suffer-
ings, can hardly conceive how they can fupport them
and the rather, becaufe they have no Relaxation, and that
all 'the_Seafons have their particular Inconvemencms

As their Villages are always fituated near Woods, or on
the Side of fome Water, and often between bofh As
foon ‘as the Air begins to grow warm, the Mufketoes, and
an infinite Number of other fmall I‘hes, begina Perfecu-
tion more grievous than the Smoke, which we are often
obliged to call to our Affiftance ; for there is {carce any
other Remedy againft the Stings of thefe Lttle Infes,
‘which fet all Parts of the Body ina Flame, and do not
fuffer yau to fleep in Quiet. Add to this, the frequent
forced Marches, and always very fatxgum;r ones, which
Qne maft inake to follow thefe Barbarians; fometimes in
“Water up to the Waift, and lometimes in Mud up to the
“Knees ; in the Woods, through Brambles and Tiiorns,
in Dangerof being blmded ; In the open Country, where
"there is no Shelter from the Heat of the bun, Whl(.h is as
VI.olent m,Sum.mer as the Wind is piercing 1 Winter.

If one travels in Canoes, the confined Pofture which
one muft keep, and the Apprchenfions we are under at
firft from the extreme Weaknefs of thefe Vehicies, the
Inaltion which can’t be avoided, the flow Progrefs they

G 3 make,



102 HISTORY or

make, which is retarded by the leaft Rain, or alittle too
much Wind, the little Society one can have with People
who know nothing, and who never fpeak when they are
about any Thing, who offend you with their ill Smell, and
who fill you with Filth and Vermin; the Caprices and
rough Behaviour which muft be borne with from thefe
People ; the Affronts to which one is expofed from a
Drunkard, or 2 Man who is put out of Humour by an un-
forefeen Accident, a Dream, or the Remembrance of
fome Misfortune 5 the Coveting, which is eafily produc-
ed in the Hearts of thefe Barbarians, at the Sight of an Ob-
ject capable of tempting them, and which has coft the
Lives of feveral Miflionaries 3 and if War is declared
between the Nations where they happen to be, the
continual Danger they run, of being fuddenly reduced ei-
ther to the hardeft Servitude, or to perifh in the moft hor-
rible Torments : This is, Madam, the Life which the
Miffionaries (efpecially the firft) have led. If for fome
Time paftit has been lefs fevere in fome Refpels, it has
had for the Labourers of the Gofpel other inward Trou-
bles, and of Confequence more grievous ; which far from
being leflened by T'ime, encreafe in the fame Meafure as
the Colony encreafes, and as the natural Inhabitants of
the Country have more Communication with all Sorts of
Peor e.

In fhort, to make a brief Portrait of thefe People:
‘With a favage Appearance, and Manners and Cuftoms
which are entirely barbarous, there is obfervable amongft
them a focial Kindnefs, free from almott all the Imperfeca
tions which fo often difturb the Peace of Society among
us. ‘They appear to be without Paffion; but they do
that in cold Blood, and fometimes through Principle,
which the moft violent and unbridled Paflion produces in
thofe who give no Ear to Reafon. They feem to lead
the moft wretched Life in the World 5 and they were
perhaps the only happy People on Earth, before the
Knowledge of the Objeés, which fo much work upon
and feduce us, had excited in them Defires which Igno-
rance kept in Supinenefs ; and which have not as yet made
any great Ravages among them. We difcover in them a

Mixture
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Mixture of the fierceft and the'mo{t gentle Manners, the
Imperfettions of wild Beafls,. and Virtues and Qualities
of the Heart_and Mind, which do the greatclt Honour to
Human Nature. One would think at firft that they have
no Form of Government, that they acknowledge neither
Laws nor Subordination ;. and that living in an eptire In-
dependence; they fuffer themfelves to be folely guided by
Chance, and the wildeft Caprice » Neverthele(s, they en«
joy almoft all the. Advantages.that a well reg;ulated Autho-
rity can procure for the beft’ governed Nations. Born
free and independent;, they look with Horror even on the
from certain, _Principles and Cuﬁoms, founded on uood
Senfe, which are to them inftead of Laws, and which in
fome Meafure fupply the Place of alawful Authority.
They will not bear the leaft Reftraint; but Reafon alone
keeps them.n.a Kind of Subordmatlon 3 which, for be-
ing voluntaryy is not the lefs cffe@ual to obtain the End
intended.

A Man who fhould be highly efteemed by them, would
find them docible enough, and would make them do al-
moft what- he pleafed; but it is not ea(y to obtain their
Efteem to fuch a Degree T'hey never give it but to Me-
rit, and to. {uperior Merit ; of which they are as good
]udges as thofe amonvﬁ us, who think they have the
moft Difcernment.

They rely much on Phyfiognomy, and perhaps there
are no Men in the World who are better Judges of it.
The Reafon- 1s, that they have none of that Refpeé&t for
any Perfon- whatfoever which feduces us: And ftudying
only pure Nature, they have a perfe&t Knowledge of it.
As they are not Slaves to Ambition and Intereft, and that
there 15 fcarce any Thing but thefe two Paflions which
has weakened in us that Senfe of Humanity which the
Author of Nature had graved in our Hearts, the Inequa-
lity of Conditions 1s no Way neceflary to them for the
Support of Society.

Therefore, Madam, we do not fee here, at lealt we

feldom meet with thofe haughty Spirits, who, full of their
G 4 own
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own ‘Grindeur, or theit” Merit, almoft fancy theyarea
differént Species, difdaining the reft of Mankind, by whom
of Confequence thiey are never trufted nor. beloved ; who
think none like 'tfhekrffé'l'vés,'[' becaufe’ the - Jealouly which
reignsamong the Great; does not ‘permit them to-fee each
other near enough ; whodo not know themfelves, rbecaufe
they never ftudy their own Hearts, butdlways flatter them-
felves ; who do not confider fhat to win the Féarts of Men,
we muft in fome Meaftire ‘thake ourfelves.' their’ Equals :
So that with this pretended Superiority of ‘Knowledge,
which they look upon as the effential Property of the emi-
nent Rank they poflefs, the greateft Part 'of themlive in
a proud and incurable ‘Fgnorance of ‘what concerns them
the molt to know, 4nd'never’ efjoy the true Pleafures of
Life.

In this Countty‘all Men think thetnfelves equally Men ;
and in Man what they effeem’moft, is the Man. Here is
no Diftin&ion of Birth ; no Prerogative allowed to Rank,
which hurts the Rights of private Perfons ; no Prehemi-
nence given to merit; ‘that infpites: pride, ‘and which
mrkes “other People '’ féel too ‘much their Inferiokity.
"T'here is perhaps lefs Delicacy” of Sentirments than‘among
us, but more Juflnefs 5 lefs ‘of Ceremonices, ‘and of what
‘may render theln’ équivotal; lefs of *Confiderhtion to
ourfelves.

Religion alone can biir 5 to Perfe&tion the good Quali-
ties of thefe People, and correét their evil'ones ; this is
common to them with"others, but what is peculiar in
‘them is, that they ftart fewer Obftacles when they begin
to believe, which can only be the Work of fpecial
Grace. It is alfotrue, that to eftablith perfeétly the Iim-
pire o Religion over them, they ought to-fee it pradtifed
in all its Purity by thofe who profefls it; they are very
apt to be fcandalized at the Behaviour of ‘bad Chriftians,
as all thofe are, who are infttuéted for the firft ‘Time in
the Principles of the Gofpel Morality.

You will atk me, Madam, if they have any Religion 2
to this I reply, that we cannot fay they have none, but
that



NORTH-AMERICA 103

that it is pretty hard to define what they have. I will
entertain you more fully on this Article, at my firft
Leifure ; for though I am not much employed here,
Iam fo often interrupted, that I fcarce get two Hours
in the Day to myfelf. 'This Letter, as well as moft of
the preceding, will inform you, that I donot write re-
gularly. I content myfelf at prefent with adding, to fi-
nith the Portrait of the Savages, that even in the moft
indifferent A&ions, we find fome T'races of the primitive
Religion, but which efcape the Obfervation of thole,
who do not confider them with Attention, becaufe they
are ftill more effaced through the Want of Inftruétion,
than altered by the Mixture of a fuperflitious Worfhip,
or fabulous T'raditions.

I am, &3¢,

LETTER
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LETTER XXIV.

Of the Traditions, and of the Religion of the SAvAGES
of Canapa.

Mapawm,  Fort of the River St. Josren, Sept. 8.

H IS Letter will be very long, if fome unforefeen

Accident does not oblige me to put off to another
Opportunity, what I have to entertain you with concern-
ing the Belief, the Traditions, and the Religion of our
Savages.

Nothing is more certain, than that the Savages of this
Continent have an Idea of a firft Being, but at the fame
Time nothing is more obfcure. They agree, in general,
in making him the firft Spirit, the Lord and Creator of
the World; but when we prefs them a little on this Ar-
ticle, to know what they mean by the rirsT SrirIT,
we find nothing but odd Fancies, Fables fo ill conceived,
Syftems fo little digefted, and fo little Uniformity, that
one can fay nothing regular on this Subjeét. They fay
that the Sioux come much nearer than the reft to what,
we ought to think of this firft Principle. But the little
Intercourfe we have had with them hitherto, has not af-
forded me an Opportunity of learning their Traditions,
as faras I could have withed, to fpeak of them with
any Certainty.

Almoft all the Algonguin Nations have given the Name
of the Great Hare to the firlt Spirit 5 fomne call him M-
chabou, others Atabocan. 'The greatett Part fay, that
being fupported on the Waters with all his Court, all

compofed of four-footed Creatures like himfelf, he form;l
€
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ed the Earth out of a Grain of Sand, taken from the Bot-
tom of the Ocean; and created Men of the dead Bodies
of Animals. There are fome alfo that {peak of.a. Gad of
the Waters who oppofed the Defign of the Great Hare,
or at leaft refufed to favour it. This God 1s, according
to fomme, -the.great Tiger, but it is to be obferved, that
there are.no true Tigers in Canada ; therefore this Tradi-
tion might probably be derived from fome other Country.
Laftly, they have a third G:d named Matcomek, whom
they invoke during- the ‘Winter, .and of whom .1 could
learn nothing particular.

'The Arefkoui of the Hurons, and the Agrefkoué of the
Iraquois, is in the Opinion of thefe People the Supreme
Being, and the God of War. ‘Thefe People'do not give
the fame Origin to Men as the Algonguins,. and they do
not go fo far back as the Creation of the World. They
fay there were fix Men in the World at firft ; apd when
we afk them who placed them there, they -anfwer, that
they know not. They add, that one of thefe Men went
up into Heaven to feck a woman there named Atabentfic,
«with whom he lived, and who foon appeared to be with
Child ; that the Lord of Heaven perceiving it, threw her
.down. from, the higheft Part of Heaven, and fhe was re-
ceived on the Back of a Tortoife. That fhe brought
‘forth two Children, one of which killed the other.

They have no ‘Tradition after this, either of the other
five Men, or.even of the Hufband of Atapenfic, who ac-
cording to fome had but one Daughter, who-was, Mother
of Thaouitfaren, and of Foufkeka. 'The latter.who was
“the Eldett killed his. Brother, and foon, after his Grand-
-mother left the Care of governing the World to him.
They fay farther, that Atabenfic is ,the Moon, and Fouy-
rkeka is-the Sun.  There.is, asyou fee, Madam, nothing
regular in all this ; for the Sun is often taken for Areﬂ:a}:i,
as being a great Spirit : But is there lefs Contradi&ion in
the Theology of the Egyptians and the Greeks, who are
- the firft Sages of the FPagan Aniquity ? Tt is.the Nature
of Falfehood to contradiét itfelf, and to have no Principle.

The
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The Gods of the Savages have, according to their No-
tion, Bodies, and live much in the fame Manner as we
do, but without any of the Inconveniéncies which we are
{fubje@ to. 'The Term Spirit fighifies among them only
a Being of a' more excellent Nature than the reft.  They
have no Terms to exprels what exceeds the Limits of
their Underftanding, which is extremely confined in eve-
ry Thing that is not the Objeét of their Senfes, or in
common Ufe : But they give neverthelefs to their pre-
tended Spirits a Kind of Immenfity, which renders them
prefent in all Places; for wherever they happen to be,
they invoke them, they fpeak to them, and they fuppofe
that the Spirits hear what they fay to them, and'that they
aét in Confequence thereof. ‘To all the Queflions we
afk thefe Barbarians, to know more, they anfwer this is
all they have been taught; and it is only fome old Men
who have been initiated in their Myfteries who know fo
much.

According to the Iroguois, the Pofterity of Foufkeka
went no farther than the third Generation ; there came
then a Deluge, from which no Perfon efcaped, and to
re-people the Earth Beafts were changed to Men. For
the reft, Madam, that the Notion of an univerfal Deluge
1s generally received among the Americans one can
{carce doubt; but that there has been one of a much
frether Date, which was confined to America. 1 fhould
never make an End, was I to mention all the Stories the
Savages tell about their principal Deities, and the Origin
of the World : But befides the firft Being, or the Great
Spirit, and the other Gods which are confounded with
him, they have an infinite Number of Genii, or fubaltern
Spirits, good and evil, which have their particular Wor-

thip.

‘The Iroquois place Atabentfic at the Head of the evil
Spirits, and make Foufkeka the Chief of the Good. They
even confound him fometimes with the God who ex-
pelled his Grandmother from Heaven, for fuffering her-
felf to be feduced by a Man. They addrels themielves
to the evil Genii, only to beg that they would do them

no Harm ; but they fuppofe that the others watch over
Men
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Men for their Good, and that every Man has his own
Genius. In the Huron Language they call them Oxkxkis,
and in the Algonguin, ManiTous. They have Re-
courfe to them when they are in any Danger, when they
go on any Enterprize, and when they would obtain fome
extraordinary Favour. They think they may atk any
Thing of them, however unreafonable 1t may be, or
however contrary even to good Behaviour and Honefty.
But Children, they fuppofe are not born under their Pro-
teCtion. They muft firft know how to handle a Bow
and Arrows, to merit this Favour. There muft alfo be
fome Preparations to receive it, ‘This is the moft impor-
tant Affair of Life. ‘Thefe are its principal Ceremonies.

They begin by blacking the Face of the Child ; thenit
muft faft for eight Days, without having the leaft Nou-
rithment; and during this Time his future Guardian Ge-
nius muft appear to him in his Dreams. ‘The empty
Brain of a poor Child, juft entering on the firft Stage of
Youth, can’t fail of furnithing him with Dreams ; and
every Morning they take great Care to make him relate
them. However, the fafting often ends before the Time
appointed, as few Children have Strength to bear it fo
long; but that creates no Difficulty. 'They are acquaint-
cd here, as in other Places, with the convenient Ufe of
Difpenfations. 'The Thing which the Child dreams of
moft frequently, i1s fuppofed to be his Genius; but no
doubt this Thing was confidered at firit only as a Symbol,
or Shape under which the Spirit manifefts himfelf: But
the fame has happened to thefe People, as to all thofe
who have erred from the primitive Religion : They have
attached themfelves to the Reprefentation, and have loft
Sight of the Reality.

Neverthelefs, thefe Symbols fignify nothing of them-
felves : Sometimes it is the Head of a Bird, fometimes
the Foot of an Animal, or a Piece of Wood : In a Word,
the moft ordinary Things, and the leaft valued. ‘They
preferve them, however, with as much Care as the An-
tients did their Penates. There is even nothing in Na-
ture that hath not its Spirit, if we believe the Savages ;
but they are of all Degrees, and have not the fame Power.

\When
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When they do not comprehend 2 Thing, they aflign to
it a fuperior Genius, and their Way of Expreflion in
this Cafe is to fay, /¢t is a Spirit. lt is the fame for
ftronger Reafons with Refpeét to Men, thofe who have
fingular Talents, or who do extraordinary Things, they
fay are Spirits; that is to fay, they awe a Guardian Ge-
nius of 2 more exalted Degree than Men in general.

Some, efpecially the Jugglers, eudeavour to perfuade
the Multitude that they are {ometimes ina Trance. This
Madnefs has exifted at all Times, and amorg all Nations,
and has given Birth to all the falfe Religions. The Va-
nity, which is fo natural to Mankind, has never imagin-
ed a more effeftual Method to rule over the Weak: The
Multitude at laft draw after them thofe who pride them-
felves moft in their Wifdom. The American Impoftors
are not behind-hand with any in this Point, and they know
how to obtain all the Advantages from it which they pro-
pofe. 'The Jugglers never fail to publith, that during
their pretended Extacies, their Genii give them great
Informations of Things done at the greateft Diftance,
and of future Events ; and as by Chance, if we will not
allow the Devil any Share in it, they fometimes happen
to divine or guefs pretty right, they acquire by this a
great Reputation : They are reckoned Genii of the firft
Order.

As foon as they have declared to a Child what he muft
for the Time to come lock upon as his Guardian Genius,
they inftruét him carefully of the Obligation he is under
to honour him, to follow the Council he fhall receive
from him in his Sleep, to merit his Favours, to put all
his Truft in him, and to dread the Effefls of his Anger
if he negle&ts his Duty towards him. The Feftival ter-
minates in a Feaft, and the Cuftom is alfo to prick on the
Body of the Child, the Figure of his Okk/, or his Mani-
tou.  One would 1imagine that fuch a folemn Engagement,
the Mark of which can never be effaced, fhould be ia-
violable ; neverthelefs, there needs only a Trifle to break it.

The Savages do not eafily acknowledge themfelves in
the Wrong, even with theur Gods, and make no Difh-
culty
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culty to juftify themfelves at their Expence: Therefore,,
the firft Time they have Occafion to condemn them-
felves, or te lay the Blamg on their Guardian Genius,
the Fault always falls on the latter. 'They feek another
without any Ceremony, and this is done with, the fame
Precautions as at firft. The Women have alfo their
Manitous, or their Okkis, but they do. not fo much re-
gard them as the Men; perhaps, becaufe they do not
find them fo much Employment.

They make to all thefe Spirits different Sorts of Offer-
ings, which you may call if you pleafe, Sacrifices. They
throw into the Rivers and the Lakes Petun, Tobac-
co, or Birds that have had their Throats cut, to render
the God of the Waters propitious to them. In Honoeur
of the Sun, and fometimes alfo. of the inferior Spirits,
they throw into the Fire Part of every Thing they ufe,
and which they acknowledge to hold from them. It is
fometimes out of Gratitude, but oftener through Intereft :
"Fheir Acknowledgment alfo is interefted ; for thefe Peg~
ple have no Sentiments of the Heart towards their Dei-
1ies. We have obferved alfe on fome Occafions a. Kind
of Libctions, and all this is accompanied with Invocati-
ons in myfterious Terms, which the Savages could never
explain to the Europeans, either that in Fa& they have
no Meaning, or that the Senfe of them has not been
tranfmitted by Tradition with the Words ; perhaps alfo
they keep it as a Secret from us.

We find allo Collars of Porcelain, Tobacco, Ears of
Maiz, Skins, and whole Animals, efpecially Dogs, on
the Sides of difficult and dangerous Ways, on Rocks, or
by the Side of the Falls ; and thefe are fo many Offerings
made to the Spirits which prefide in thefe Places. I have
already faid that a Dog is the moft common Vidim that
they facrifice to them: Sometimes they hang him up a-
live on a Tree by the hind Feet, and let him die there
raving mad. ‘The War Fealt, which is alw ays of Dogs,
may very well alfo pafs for a Sacrifice. Inthort, they
render much the fame Honours to the mifchievous Spirits,
as to thofe that are Leneficent, when they have any
Thing to fear from their Malice.

Thus
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Thus, Madam, among thefe People, whom fome have
reprefented as having no Idea of Religion, or a Deity,
almoft every Thing appears to be the Objeét of a Religi-
ous Worfhip, or at leaft to have fome Relation to it.
Some have fancied that their Fafts were only intended to
accuftom them to bear Hunger, and I agree that they may
be partly defigned for this End ; but all the Circumf{tances
which accompany them, leave no Room to doubt that
Religion is the principal Motive ; was it ondy their Atten-
tion, which I have ipoken of, to obferve their Dreams
during that Time; for it is certain that thefe Dreams are
efteemed as real Oracles, and Notices from Heaven.

There is ftill lefs Room to doubt that Vows are among
thefe People pure Aéts of Religon, and the Cuftom of
them is abfolutely the fame as with us. For Inftance,
when they are out of Provifions, as it often happens in
their Journies and in their Huntings, they promife their
Genii to give in Honour of them a Portion of the firft
Beaft they fhall kill to one of their Chiefs, and not to eat
till they have performed their Promife. [fthe Thing be-
comes impoflible, becaufe the Chiefis at a great Diftance,
they burn what was defigned for him, and make a Sort of
of Sacrifice.

Formerly the Savages in the Neighbourhood of Aradia
had in their Country, on the Side of the Sea, a very old
Tree of which they ufed to tell many wonderful Stories,
and which was always loaded with Offerings. The Sea
having laid all its Roots bare, it fupported itfelf {tilla long
Time againft the Violence of the Winds and Waves,
which confirmed the Savages in their Notion, that it was
the Seat of fome great Spirit : Its fall was not even capa-
ble of undeceiving them, and as long as there appeared
fome Ends of the Dranches out of the Water, they paid
1t the fame Honours as the whole Tree had received
while it was ftanding.

The greateft Part of their Fealls, their Songs, and
their Dances appear to me to have had their Rife from
Religion, and ftill to preferve fome Traces of it; but

Vo, IL H one
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one mufl have good Eyes, or rather a very lively Imagina-
tion, to perceive in them all that fome Travellers have
pretended to difcover. I have met with fome who could
not help thinking that our Savages were defcended from
the Fews, and found in every Thing fome Affinity, be-
tween thefe Barbarians and the People of God. There
is indeed a Refemblance in fome 'Things, as not to ufe
Knives in certain Meals, and not to break the Bones of
the Beaft they cat at thofe Times, and the Separation of
the Women during the Time of their ufual Infirmities.
Some Perfons, they fay, have heard them, or thought
they heard them, pronounce the Word Hallelujab in their
Songs : But who can believe, that when they pierce their
Tars and Nofes, they do it in Purfuance of the Law of
Circumcifion? On the other Hand, don’t we know that
the Cuflom of Circumcifion is more antient than the
Law that was given to Abrabam and his Pofterity? The
Fenit they make at the Return of the Hunters, and of
which they muft leave nothing, has alfo been taken fora
Kind of Burnt-Offering, or for a2 Remain of the Paflover
of the Ifraelites ; and the rather, they fay, becaufe when
any onc cannot compafs his Portion, he may get the Af-
filtance of his Ncighbours, as was praétifed by the People
of God, when a Family was not fufficient to eat the
whole Palchal Lamb.

An antient Miffionary %, who lived a long Time with
the Outaoyais, has written, that among thefe Savages an
old Man performs the Office of a Prieft at the Feafls,
which 1 have juft mentioned ; that they begin by giving
Thanks to the Spirits for the Succefs of the Chafe ; after-
wards another takes a Loal of Petun, breaks itin two, and
throws it into the r'ne.  'This is certain, that thofe who
have mentioned them asa Proof of the Poflibility of Arhe-
ifn, properly fo called, are not acquainted with them.
I‘t’s_ true that they never difcourfe about Religion, and that
their extreme Indolence on this Point has always been
the greateft Obflacle we have met with in converting
them to Chriffianity. Put however little they difcourfe

about
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about it, we fhould do wrong to conclude from thence
that they have no Idea of Gob.

Indolence is their prevailing Character : Itappears even
in the Affairs which concern them moft : But in Spite of
this Fault, in Spite even of that Spirit of Independence in
which they are bred, no People in the World have a great-
er Dependence on the confufed Ideas they have preferved
of the Deity; even to that Degree, that they attribute
nothing to Chance, and that they draw Omens from eve-
ry Thing; which they believe, as I have faid before, are
Notices from Heaven.

1 have read in fome Memoirs, that many Nations of
this Continent have formerly had young Maids, who ne-
ver had any Converfation with Man, and never married.
I can neither warrant, nor contradié&t this Fa&. Vir-
ginity is of itfelf a State {o perfeét, that it is no Wonder it
has been refpefled in all the Countries of the World :
But our oldeft Miflionaries have faid nothing, that I know
of, of thefe Veftals; though many agree concerning the
Efteem they had for Celibacy in fome Countries. 1 find
alfo, that among the Hurons and the froquois there were,
not long fince, a Kind of Hermits, who obferved Con-
tinence; and they fhew us fome very falutary Plants,
which the Savages fay have no Virtue, if they are not ad-
miniftered by Virgin Hands.

The Belief the beft eftablithed amongft our Americans,
is that of the Immortality of the Soul. Neverthelefs, they
do not believe it purely {piritual, no more than their Ge-
nit; and to fpeak the Truth, they cannot well define ei-
ther one or the other. When we afk what they think of
their Souls, they anfwer, they are as it were the Sha-
dows, and the animated Images of the Body: And ’tisin
Confequence of this Principle, that they believe every
"Thing is animated in the Univerfe. Therefore it is en-
tirely by ‘Tradition that they hold that our Souls do not
die. In the different Expreffions they ufe to explain
themfelves, on this Subjeét, they often confound the Soul
with its Faculties, and the Faculties with their Operati-

H 2 ong,



116 HISTORY or

ons, though they know very well how to make the Dif-
tin&tion, when they chufe to fpeak correétly.

They fay alfo that the Soul, feparated from the Body,
has ftill the fame Inclinations it had before ; and this is the
Reafon why they bury with the Dead every Thing they
ufed when living. They are alfo perfuaded, that the Soul
remains near the Corpfe till the Feftival of the Dead,
which T fhall prefently mention ; that afterwards it goes
into the Country of Souls, where, according to fome, it
is transformed into a Dove.

Others think there are two Soulsin every Man: They
attribute to one all I have juft mentioned : ‘They fay that
the other never leaves the Body, but to gointo another 3
which neverthelels feldom happens, they fay, but to the
Souls of Children ; which having little enjoyed Life, are
allowed to begin a new one. For this Reafon they bury
Children by the Sides of Highways, that the Women, as
they pafs by, may gather their Souls. Now thefe Souls,
which fo faithfully keep Company with their Bodies, muit
be fed; and it is to fulfil this Duty, that they carcy Pro-
vifions to the ‘T'ombs : But this does not laft long, and
thefe Souls muft accuftom themfelves in Fime to faft. It
is hard enough fometimes to geta Subfifltence for the Liv-

ing, without burthening themfeltves farther with prouiding
Food for the Dead.

But one Thing which thefe People never fail to per-
form, in whatfoever Extremity they find themfelves, is,
that as among us the Spoils of the Dead enrich the Liv-
ing, among them they not only carry to the Grave all
that the Deceafed pofleffed, but alfo prefents from their
Friends and Relations. "They were highly provoked,
when they faw fome French open the Graves, to get the
Gowns of Beaver Skins in which the Dead were buried.
"The Graves are fo facred in this Country, that to profane
them 1s the greateft Hoflility that can be committed

againft a Nation, and the greateft Sign that they will
come to no Terms with them.

I have
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1 have mentioned that the Souls, when the Time is
come that they are to part for ever from their Bodies, go
to a Region which is appointed to be their everlafting
Abode. This Country, fay the Savages, is very far to
the Weft, and the Souls are feveral Months travelling
thither. They have alfo great Difficulties to furmount,
and they run through great Dangers before they arrive
there. ‘They fpeak efpecially of a River they have to
pafs, where many have been wrecked ; of aDog, from
which they find it hard to defend themfelves ; of a Place
of ‘Torment, where they expiate their Faults ; of ano-
ther, where the Souls of the Prifoners of War that have
been burnt are tormented.

This Notion is the Reafon why, after the Death of
thele Wretches, for fear their Souls thould ftay about the
Cabins, to revenge their Sufferings, they very carefully
vifit all Places, ftriking continually with a Stick, and fend«
ing forth hideous Cries, to drive away thefe Souls.

The Iroquois {ay, that AT AHENTSIC makes her or-
dinary Refidence in this Tartarus, and that fhe is folely
employed in deceiving Souls, to deftroy them. But
JouskEka omits nothing to defend them againft the evil
Defigns of his Grandmother. Among the fabulous Sto-
ries which they tell of what paffesin this Hell, which fo
much refembles thofe of Homer and Virgil, there is one
that feems to be copied from the Adventure of Orpbeus
and Eurydice. 'There is {carce any Thing in it to change
but the Names.

For the reft, Madam, the Happinefs which the Sava-
ges hope to enjoy in their fancied Elyfrum, they donot re-
gard precifely as the Reward of Virtue. To have been a
good Hunter, a gallant Warrior, fortupate in all his En-
terprizes, to have killed and buratagreat Number of
Enemies ; thefe are the only Titles which give them a
Right to their Paradife: All the Happinefs of which con-
fifts in fiading a hunting and fithing Place that never fails,
an eternal Spring, great Plenty of all Things, without
being obliged to labour, and all the Pleaflures of Senfe :

Hs And
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And this is all they afk of their Gods in their Life. All
their Songs, which are originally their Prayers, run only
on the prefent Good. ‘There is no Mention made, no
more than in their Vows, of a future Life. ‘They think
themfelves {ure of being happy in the other World, in
Proportion to what they have been in this.

"The Souls of Beafts have alfo their Place in the Country
of Souls ; for, according to the Savages, they are no lefs
immortal than our’s. They alfo allow them a Sort of Rea-
fon ; and notonly each Species, but alfo each Animal, if we
may believe them, has alfo its Guardian Genius. Ina
Word, they make no Difference between us and Brutes,
but that our Soulsare fomethingof abetter Sort. Man, they
fay, is the- King of Animals, which have all the fame
Attributes; but Man poflefles them in a much higher
Degree. They believe alfo that in the other World there
are Models of all Sorts of Souls ; but they don’t trouble
themfelves much to explain the Idea ; and in general they
are little concerned about thofe that are purely fpeculative.
And have the wifeft Philofophers of Pagan Antiquity,
who have taken fuch immenfe Pains to explain them,
have they made a much greater Progrefs than the Sava-
ges ¥ We muft always lofe ourfelves in thefe dark Ways,
unlefs we are guided by the Light of Faith.,

"There is nothing in which the Savages have fhewn
more Superflition and Extravagance, than in what regards
their Dreams; but they differ much in the Manner of ex-
plaining their Thoughts on this Matter. Somerimes it is
the reafonable Soul that wanders out, while the fenfitive
Soul continues to animate the Body. Sometimes it is the
familiar Genius that gives good Advice about f{uture
Events. Sometimes it is a Vifit they receive from the
Sout of the Objedt they dream of. But in whatfoever
Manner theyv conceive of 2 Dream, it is always regarded
as a facred Thing, and as the Means which the Gods
moft uiually employ tc declare their Will to Men.

Picpogeﬁefi with this Idea, they can’t conceive that
we fhou.d take no MNetice of them, For the moft Part

they
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they look upon them as defires of the Soul, infpired by
fome Spirit, or an Order from it. And in Confequence
of this Principle, they make it a Duty of Religion to obey
thefe Commands. A Savage having dreamt that his
Finger was cut off, really had it cut off when he awoke,
after he had prepared himfelf for this important Alion
by a Feaft. Another dreaming that he was a Prifoner in
the Hands of his Enemies, was greatly embarraffed. He
confulted the Jugglers, and by their Advice he got him-
felf tied to a Poft and burnt in feveral Parts of the
Body.

There are fome Dreams lucky, and fome unfortunate :
For Inftance, to dream they fee many Elks, is, they fay,
a Sign of Life: 'To dream of Bears, is a Sign they will die
foon. 1 have obferved before, that we muft except thofe
Times when they prepare for hunting thofe Animals.
But to let you fee, Madam, to what an Extravagance
thefe Savages carry this Matter of Dreams, I will relate
to you a Fadt, attefted by two undeniable Witnefles,
who faw the Thing with their own Fyes,

"Two Miffionaries were travelling with fome Savages 3
and one Night, when all their Condu&ors were faft aflcep,
one of them ftarted up in a Fright, quite out of Breath,
trembling, flriving to cry out, and beating himfelf as if
he had been poflefled with a Devil. At the Noife he
made, every Body was foon up. At firft they thought
the Man was feized with a Fit of Madnefs : They took
hold of him, and did all they could to quict him, but to
no Purpofe : His Fury ftill increafed ; and as they could
not hold him any longer, they hid all the Arms for Fear
of fome Accident. Some thought it proper to prepare a
Draught for him, made of certain Herbs of great Vir-
tue ; but, when they leaft expeéted it, the pretended
Madman jump’d into the River.

He was taken out immediately, and he complained of
Cold ; yet he would not come near a good Firc that was
prefently made : Hefat down at the Foot of a Tree ; and
as he feemed more calm, they brought him the Drink they

H 4 had



140 HISTORY or

had prepared for him. ¢ You muft give it to this Child,”
(faid he) and what he called a Child, was the Skinofa
Bear ftuffed with Straw : He was obeyed, and they
poured all the Drink into the Jaws of this Figure : ‘Then
they atked him, what it was that troubled him ? * I have
¢ dreamt (replied he) zhat @ Huart (a Kind of Cormo-
¢ rant) is got into my Stomach.”” ‘Then they all fell a
laughing : But fomething was to be done to cure his

¥magination ; and the Method they took for it, was as fol-
lows:

"They all began to counterfeit themfelves mad, and to
cry out as loud as they could, that they had alfo an Ani-
mal in their Stomachs : but they did not chufe to jump
into the River to drive them out, as it was very cold ;
they had rather fweat themfelves. The whimfical Perfon
liked this Advice very well. ‘They prefently made a
Stove, and they entered into it, crying out as loud as
they could bawl: Then they all began to counterfeit the
Cry of the Animal, which they pretended was in their Sto-
machs ; one a Goofe, another a Duck, another a Buf-
tard, another a Frog: ‘The Dreamer alfo counterfeited
his Huart. But the Joke was, that all the reft beat
Time, by ftriking upon him with all their Strength, with
Defign to tire him and make him fleep. For any buta
Savage, there was Beating enough to hinder him from
clofing his Eyes for many Days; neverthelefs, they ob-
tained what they dcfired. The Patient flept a long Time,
and when he awoke he was cured ; feeling no Effe@s of
the Sweating, which was enough to have weakened him
greatly, nor of the Blows with which he was bruifed
all over : having loft even the Remembrance of 2 Dream,
for which he had paid fo dear.

But it is not the Perfon alone, who has had 2
Dream, that muft fatisfy the Obligations that he ima-
gines are impofed on by it ; but it would alfo be a Crime
m any Perlon that he addrefles himfelf to, to refufe him
any ‘Thing he defires in dreaming.  And you mutt per-
ceive, Madara, that this may have difagreeable Confe-
quences.  Butas the Savages are not Seli-interefted, they

abufe
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abufe this Princjple much lefs than they would in other
Places. If the Thing defired is of fucha Nature that it
cannot be fupplied by a private Perfon, the Public take
Care of the Matter; and if it muft be fought for five
hundred Leagues off, it muft be found atany Rate ; and
it is not to be exprefled with how much Care, they keep
it when they have got it. If it is an inanimate Thing,
they are more eafy, but if it is an Animal, its Death
caufes furprizing Uneafinefs.

‘The Affair is more ferious flill, if any one takes it in-
to his Head to dream that he knocks another’s Brains out,
for he does itin Faét if he can; but he muft expe& the
fame if any other takesa Fancy in his Turn to dream that
he revenges the dead. On the other Hand, with a lhttle
Prefence of Mind, it is eafy to get out of this Trouble :
It is only knowing how to oppofe immediately fuch a
Dream with another that contradifs it. ¢ Then fays
 the firft Dreamer, I fee plainly that your Spirit is
¢ ftronger than mine, therefore let us talk no more a-
“ bout it.”” Neverthelefs, they are not all fo eafily
quieted ; but there are few that are not fatisfied, or
whofe Genius is not appeafed by fome Prefent.

I know not if Religion has ever any Share in what the
generally call the Feftival of Dreams, and which the Jro-
guois, and fome others, have more properly called z5e
turning of the Brain. This is a Kind of Bacchanal, which
commonly lafts fifteen Days, and is celebrated about the
End of Winter.

They a& at this Time all Kinds of Fooleries, and eve-
ry one runs from Cabin to Cabin, difguifed in 2 thoufand
ridiculous Ways: They break and overfet every Thing,
and no Body dares to contraditit. Whoever chufes not
to be prefent in fuch a Confufion, nor to be expofed v all
the Tricks they play, muft keep out of the Way. If
they meet any one, they defire him to guefs their Dream,
and if they guefs, it is at their Expence, he muft give
the Thing they dreamt of. When it ends, they re-
turn every Thing, they make a great Feaft, and they
only think how to repair the fad Effe&ts of the Mafqtée-

rade,
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rade, for moft commonly it is no trifling Bufinefs: For
this is alfo one of thofe Opportunities which they wait for,
without faying any Thing, to give thofe a good Drubbing
who they think have done them any Wrong. But when
the Feftival is over, every Thing muft be forgot.

I find the Defcription of one of thefe Feftivals in the
Journal of @ Miffionary *, who was forced to be a Spec-
tator of it much againft his Will, at Onnontague. It was
thus obferved: It was proclaimed the 22d of February,
and it was done by the Elders, with as much Gravity as
if it had been 2 weighty Affair of State. They had no
fooner re-entered their Cabins, but inftantly there came
forth Men, Women, and Children, almoft quite naked,
though the Weather was exceflive cold. They entered
direétly into all the Cabins, then they went raving about
on every Side, without knowing whither they went, or
what they would have : One would have taken them for
People drunk, or ftark mad.

Many carried their mad Freaks no further and appear-
ed no more : Others were refolved to make Ufe of the
Privilege of the Feftival, during which they are reputed
to be out of their Senfes, and of Confequence not re-
Iponfible for what they do, and fo revenge their private
Quarrels.  ‘They did fo to fome Purpofe : on fome they
threw whole Pails full of Water, and this Water, which
froze immediately, was enough to chill them with Cold
who were thus ufed. Othersthey covered with hot Afhes,
or all Sorts of Filth: Others took lighted Coals, or Fire-
brands, and threw them at the Head of the firft they
met : Others broke every Thing in the Cabins, falling
upon thofe they bore a Grudge to, and beating them un-
mercifully. To be freed from this Perfecution, one muft

guefs Dreams, which often one can form no Concepti-
on of.

The Miflionary and his Companion were often on the
Point of being more than Witne(Tes of thefe Extravagan-

cles:
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cies: One of thefe Madmen went into a Cabin, where
he had feen them take Shelter at the firft. Happy for
them, they were juft gone out; for there was great Rea-
fon to think this furious Fellow intended them fome
Harm. Being difappointed by their Flight, he cried out,
that they muft guefs his Dream, and fatisfy it immedi-
ately : As they were too long about it, he faid, / muf?
kill’a FRENcHMAN : Immediately the Mafter of the
Cabin threw him a French Coat, to which this Madman
gave feveral Stabs.

Then he that had thrown the Coat, growing furious
in his Turn, faid he would revenge the Frenchman, and
burn the whole Village to the Ground. He began in
Fa& by fetting Fire to his own Cabin, where the Scene
was firft aéted; and when all the reft were gone out, he
fhut himfelf up in it. 'The Fire, which he had lighted
in feveral Places, did not yet appear on the Outfide,
when one of the Miflionaries came to the Door: He was
told what had happened, and was afraid that his Hoit
could not get out, tho’ he might be willing: He broke
open the Door, laid hold of the Savage, turned him out,
put out the Fire, and fhut himfelf up in the Cabin. His
Hoft neverthelefs ran through the Village, crying out
that he would burn it: They threw a Dog to him, in
Hopes that he would glut his Fury on that Animal ; hefaid
it was notenough to repair the Affront he hadreceived by
the killing of the Frenchman in his Cabin: They threw
him a fecond Dog, he cut it in Pieces, and inftantly all his
Fury was over.

‘This Man had a Brother, who would allo play his
Part : He dreffed himfelf up, nearly as Painters reprefent
the Sayrs, covering himfelf from Head to Foot with the
Leaves of Maiz : He equipped two Women like real
Megaras, their Faces blacked, their Hair difhevelled, a
‘Wolf’s Skin over their Bodies, and a Club in their Hands.
‘Thus attended, he goes into all the Cabins, yelling and
howling with all his Strength : He climbs upon the Roof,
and plays as many Tricks there as the moft fkilful Rope-
Dancer could perform ; then he made moft terrible Out-
cries, as if he had got fome great Hurt; then he came

down,



124 HISTORY or

down, and marched on gravely, preceded by his two
Bacchantes, who growing furious in their Turn, overfet
with their Clubs every Thing they met in their Way.
"They were no fooner out of this Frenzy, or tired with
alting their Parts, than another Woman took their Place,
entered the Cabin, in which were the two Fefuits, and,
armed with a Blunderbufs, which fhe had juft before got
by having her Dream guefled, fhe fung the War-Song,
making a thoufand Imprecations on herfelf if fhe did not
bring home fome Prifoners.

A Warrior followed clofe after this Amagzon, with a
Bow and Arrows in one Hand, and a Bayonet in the
other. After he had made himfelf hoarfe with bawling,
he threw himfelf all at once on a Woman, who was
flanding quietly by, not expedling it, and lifting up his
Bayonet to her Throat, took her by the Hair, cut off a
Handful, and went away. 'Then a Juggler appeared,
holding a Stick in his Hand adorned with Feathers, by
Means of which he boafted that he could reveal the moft
fecret 'Things. A Savage accompanied him, carrying a
Veflel full of T know not what Liquor, which from
Time to Time he gave him to drink: The Juggler had
10 fooner taken it inhis Mouth, than he fpit it out again,
blowing upon his Hands, and on his Stick, and at every
‘Time he explained all the Anigmas that were propofed
to him.

Two Women came afterwards, and gave to under-
ftand that they had fome Defires: One dire@ly fpread
a Mat on the Ground: They gueffed that fhe defired
fome Fifh, which was given her. The other had a Hoe
in her Hand, and they judged that the defired to have a
Field to cultivate: They carried her out of the Village,
and fet her to Work. A Chief had dreamt, as he faid,
that he faw two human Hearts: They could not ex-
plain his Dream, and at this every Body was greatly
concerned. It made a great Noife, they even prolonged
the Feftival for a Day, but all was in vain, and he was
obliged to make himfelf eafly without. Sometimes there
were ‘Troops of People that made Sham-Fights; fome-

times
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times Companies of Dancers, who a&ed all Sorts of
Farces. This Madnefs lafted four Days, and it appear-
ed that it was out of Refpeét to the two Fefuits that they
had thus fhortened the 'Time: But there were as many
Diforders committed in this Space of Time, as they
ufed to do in fifteen Days. Neverthelefs, they had this
further Regard for the Miffionaries, that they did not
difturb them in their Fun&ions, and did not hinder the
Chriftians from acquitting themfelves of their religious
Duties. But I have faid enough on this Article. I clofe
my Letter to give it to a Traveller, who is returning to
the Colony, afluring you that

Iam, &e.

LETTER
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LETTETR XXV.

Sequel of the Traditions of the SAVAGES,

Mapam,  Fort of the River ST. JoSEPH, Sept. 14,

THREE Days ago I left this Place, to go to Chica-
_A& _ gou, by coafting the South fhore of Lake Michi-
gan ; but we found the Lake fo rough, that we thought
it better to return hither ; and take another Route to get
to Louifiana. Our Departure is fixed for the 16th, and
I {hall take Advantage of thefe two Days Delay, to pro-
ceed in my Account of the Cuftoms and Traditions of
our Americans.

The Savages, in what I faid to you in my former Let-
ter, acknowledge only the Operations of the Good Genii.
The Wizards alone, and thofe who ufe Enchantments,
are reputed to hold any Correfpondence with the Evil ;
and ’tis Women moft commonly that follow this detefta-
ble Trade. The Jugglers by Profeflion not only forbear
it, at leaft openly, but they make 1t a particuler Study,
to know how to difcover Enchantments, and to hinder
their pernicious Iiffeéts. At the Bottom, in all the Sto-
ries I have heard on this Matter, there is fcarce any
"Thing but juggling. They ufe on thefe Occafions either
Serpents, out of which they take the Venom ; or Herbs,
gathered at certain Seafons ; or pronounce certain Words ;
or ufe Animals whofe Throats they have cut, and fome
Parts of which are thrown into the Fire.

Among the [llinois, and fome other Nations, they
make little Marmofets to reprefent thofe whofe Days they
would thorten, and which they ftab to the Heart. At

[
oiner
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other Times they take a Stone, and by the Means of fome
Invocations they pretend to form one like it, in the Heart
of their Enemy. I am perfuaded this feldom happens,
unlefs the Devil is concerned in it; however, they are
fo afraid of Magicians, that the leaft Sufpicion is enough
to caufe whoever is the leaft fufpeéted of being fuch, to
be cut to Pieces. Yet though this Profeflion is fo dan-
gerous, there are People to be found every where, who
have no other. 1Itis alfo true that the moft fenfible, and
the leaft credulous of thofe who have been moft conver-
fant with the Savages ; do allow that there is fometimes
fome Reality in their Magic.

‘Why fhould thefe Infidels, Madam, be the enly Peo-
ple in whom we fhould not difcover the Operation of the
Devil? and what other Mafter but this mifchievous Spi-
ity who was a Murderer from the Beginning *, could
have taught fo many People, who have had no Corref-
pondence with each other, an Art, which we cannot look
upon as abfolutely trifling, without contradiéting the fa-
cred Writings ? We mult therefore acknowledge, that
the Infernal Powers have fome Agents upon Earth, but
that God has confined their Malignity within very narrow
Limits ; and permits but feldom, that we fhould feel the
Effe&s of the Power he has thought fit to leave to them
only to make it fubferve, fometimes to his Juftice, and
fometimes to his Mercy.

We may {ay much the fame of the Jugglers of Canada,
who make a Profeflion of correfponding only with what
they call the beneficial Genii, and who boaft of knowing
by their Means whatever paffes in the moft diftant Coug-
tries, and whatever fhall come to pafsin the moft diftant
Ages ; and who pretend to difcover the Rife and Nature
of the moft hidden Difeafes, and to have the Secret of
curing them ; to difcernin the moft intricate Affairs what
Refolution it is beft to take ; to explain the moft obfcure
Dreams, to obtain Succefs to the moft difficult Under-
takings; to render the Gods propitious to Warriors and
Hunters. ‘Thefe pretended good Genii, are like all the
Pagan Deities, real Devils, who receive Homages that
are due only to the true God, and whofe Deceits are ftill
more dangerous than thofe of the evil Genil, becaufe they

contribute

* Fobn viii. 44.
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contribute more to keep their Worfhippers in Blind-
nefs.

Tt is certain, that amongft their Agents the boldeft are
the moft refpefted ; and with a little Artifice, they eafily
perfuade People who are brought up in Superftition.
Though they have feen the Birth of thefe Impoftors, if
they take a Fancy to give themfelves a fupernatural
Birth, they find People, who believe them on their
Word, as much as if they had feen them come down from
Heaven, and who take 1t for a Kind of Enchantment and
1ilufion, that they thought them born at firfl like other
Men : Their Artifices are neverthele(s, in general, fo
grofs, and fo common, that there are none but Fools, and
Children, that are impofed upon by them ; unlefs it 1s
when they act as Phyficians : For every one knows, that
in what concerns the Recovery of Health, the greateft
Credulity is to be found in all Countries as well among
thofe who value themfelves moft on their Wifdom, as
among the Weaker Sort.

After all, Madam, Irepeat it, it isdifficult not to ac-
knowledge that among thefe Infidels there fometimes pafs
Things that are very capable of deceiving, at leaft the
Multitude, not to fay more. I have heard fome Perfons
fay, whafe Truth and Judgment I could no Way {ufpeé,
that when thefe Impoftors fhut themfelves up in their
Stoves to {weat, and this is one of their moft common
Preparations to perform their Tricks, they differin nothing
from the Pythoneffes, as the Pocts have reprefented them
on the Tripad : That they are feen to become convulled,
and poflefled with Enthufiafm, to acquire Tones of the
Voice, and to do A&tions which appear to be beyond the
Strength of Nature, and which feize the moft unpreju-
diced Spetators with a Horror, and a Diforder of Spi-
rits, that they cannot overcome.

It is alfo afferted, that they fuffer much on thefe Oc-
cafions ; and that there are fome who do notreadily en-
gage, even when they are well paid, to give themfelves
up in this Manner to the Spirit that agitates them. But
we need not believe that there is any Thing fupernatural

Vor. IL { in
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in this, that after coming out of thefe violent Sweats,
they go and throw themfelves into cold Water, and fome-
times when it is frozen, without receiving any Damage.
This is common to them with the other Savages, and
even with other People of the North +.  This is a Mat-
ter which Phyfic cannot eafily account for, but in which
’tis certain the Devil has no Share.

Tt is alfo true, that the Jugglers are too often right in
their PrediClions, to make it believed that they always
fpeakat a Ventures and that there paffeson thefe Occafi-
ons Things that is fcarce poilible to attribute to any na-
wiral Secret. Some Perfons have feen the Pofts which
inclofed thefe Stoves, bend down quite to the Earth,
whilil the Juggler was very tranquil, without any Moti-
on, and without touching them, finging and foretelling
Things that fhould come to pafs. ‘The Letters of the
antient Miflionaries are full of Fa&s, which leave na
Room to doubt that thefe Seducers have a real Correl-
pondence with the Father of Deceit and Lies. Many of
the French have talked to me in the fame Manner. I will
only relate to you one Story which T have from its Source.

You have feen at Paris Madam de Marfon, and fhe is
there ftill.  This is what the Marquis de Paudreuil, her
Son-in-Law, at prefent our Governor-General, told me
this Winter, and which he learnt of this Lady, who is
very far from being fufpeéted of Weaknefs and Credulity,
She was one Day very uneafy about her Hufband, M. de
Mayifor, who was Commandant of a Poft which we have
in deadia : He was abfent, and the Time was paft which
he had fet for his Return. A Woman Savage, who faw
Madam de Marfon was troubled, afked her the Caufeof ity
and being told it, the faid, after paufing a little on the
Matter, ¢ Don’t trouble yourfelf any longer ; your Huf-
¢ band will come back on fuch a Day, and at fuch an
““ Hour, (which fhe named) wearing a grey Hat,
As fhe perceived that the Lady gave no Heed to her Pre.
di¢tion, on the Day and at the Hour fhe had foretold, fhe

came

+ The Poet Regnard aflures us, in his Vo

that he faw the fanie Thing done in Bazbni::yage to Lapland,

.
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came again to the I,ady, and afked her if the would come
and fee her Hufband arrive, and prefled her in fuch a
Manner to follow her, that fhe drew her to the Side of
the River. They had hardly got thither, when M. de
Marfon appeared in a Canoe, wearing a grey Hat; and
being informed of what had paffed, he declared that he
could not conceive how the Savage could have foreknown
the Hour and Day of his Arrival.

This Example, Madam, and many others thatI know,
which are equally certain, prove that the Devilis fome-
times concerned in the Magicof the Savages 5 bat 1t be-~
longs only, they fay, to the Jugglers to raife up Spirits,
when public Affairs are concerned. Itis faid that all the
Algonquins and Abenaquis formgrly praétifed a Kind of Py-
romancy, of which this was the whole Myftery: They
reduced to a very fine Powder fome Coals of Cedar
Wood ; they placed this Powder after a particular Man-
ner, then they fet Fire to it, and by the Turn the Fire
took in running on this Powder, they difcovered, as it is
faid, what they fought for. ‘They add, that the Abena-
quis, on their Converfion to Chriftianity, could hardly
be brought to forfake a Cuftom, which they looked upon
as a very innocent Means of knowing what pafled at a
Diftance from them.

I never heard that private Perfons, who defired to be
acquainted with thefe Secrets, were obliged, for that
Purpofe, to go through any Ceremony ; but the Jugglers
by Profeflion are never invefted with this Characer,
which makes them contra& a Kind of League with the
Genil, and which procures them Refpeét, ull they have
prepared themfelves for it by Faftings, which they carry
to an uncommon Length ; and doring which they do no-
thing but beat a Drum, cry, howl, fing, and fmoke.
The Inftalment is afterwards made in a Kind of Baccha-
nal, with Ceremonies fo extravagant, and accompanied
with fo many furious Adctions, that one would f{ay that
the Devil then takes Poffeflion of their Perfons.

But they are not, neverthelefs, the Minifters of thefe
pretended Deities, but only to declare their Will to Men,
Iz and
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and to be their Interpreters; for if we may give the
Name of Sacrifices to the Offerings which thefe People
make to their Deities, the Jugglers are never .their Prietts.
In the public Ceremonies, they are the Chiefs ; and in
private Ceremonies it is generally the Father of the Fa-
mily, or the Chief Perfon of the Cabin. The chief Em-
ployment of the Jugglers or at leaft that by which they
get moft, is Phyfick: They praétife this Art on Princi-
ples founded on the Knowledge of Simples, on Experi-
ence, and on Circumftances, as they do in other Places ;
but they moft commonly alfo join with thefe Principles,
Superftition and Impofture, of which the Vulgar are al-
ways the Dupes,

‘There are perhaps no Men in the World who are
raore the Dupes of fuch Impoftors than the Savages,
though there are few who have lefs Need of Phyfick.
’I hey are not only almoft all of a healthy and ftrong Con-
ftitution, but they have never known the greateit Part of
the Diltempers which we are fubjeét to, but fince they
converfed with us. "They knew not what the Small-Pox
was, when they took it from us ; and we muft attribute the
great Ravages it has made amongft them to this Igno-
rance. The Gout, the Gravel, the Stone, the Apo-
plexy, and many other Difeafes, fo common in Europe,
have not reached this Part of the New World, among
_the natural Inhabitants of the Country.

*Tis true, that their Excefles in their Feafts, and their
immoderate Fafts, make them fubje&t to Pains and Weak-
ncfles of the Stomach and Breaft, which deftroy a great
Number of them : Alfo, many young Perfons die of the
Phthifick ; and they fay that this is the Effe&t of the great
Fatigues and violent Ixercifes to which they expofe
themielves from their Childhood, betore they are ftrong
enough to {upport them. *Tis a Folly to believe, as fome
da, that their Blocd is colder than our’s, and to attribute
to this Caufe their Infenfibility in Torments; but their
Blood is cutremely balfamic 3 and this arifes, without
Doubt, from their ufing no Salt nor any of thofe Things
vieufe, to give a higher Relifh to our Meats.

They
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They feldom look upon a Dileafe as merely natural,
or among the common Remedies they ufe, ailow any to
have in themfelves the Virtue of healing. The great
Ule they make of their Simples, is for Wounds, Frac-
tures, Diflocations, Luxations, and Ruptures. They
blame the great Incifions which our Surgeons make to
cleanfe Wounds: they fqueeze out the Juice of many
Plants, and with this Compofition they draw out all the
Corruption, and even the Splinters of broken Bones,
Stones, Iron, and in general all the forcign- Matter that
remains in the wounded Part. 'Thefe farne Juices are all
the Food of the Patient, till the Wound is clofed. The
Perfon that drefles the Wound, takes alfo fome of thefe
Juices before he fucks it, if he finds it neceffary to ufe
that Method. But there is feldom a neceflity to do this;
moft commonly they find it {ufficient to fyringe the
Wound with thefe Juices.

All this is according to Rule; but as thefe People
muft have fomething fupernatural in all their Tranfalti-
ons, the Juggler often tears the Wound with his Teeth,
and afterwards fhewing a Bit of Wood, or fome fuch
‘Thing, that he had the Precaution to put before-hand
his Mouth, he makes the Patient believe that he drew
it out of the Wound, and that this was the Charm which
caufed all the Danger,of his Malady. This is certain,
that they have wonderful Secrets and Remedies. A
broken Bone'is well united, and grows folid in eight Days.
A French Soldier, who was in Garrifon in a Fort of Aca-
dia, was troubled with the Falling-Sicknefs; and his Fit:
were grown fo frequent, as to attack him almoft every
Day with great Violence. A Woman Savage, who hap-
pened to be prefent at one of his Fits, went and made
him two Boluffes of a powdecred Root, the Name of
which the concealed, and defired that he would take one
at the End of his next Fit, giving Notice that he would
{fweat much, and have great Lvacuations both upwards
and downwards ; and added, that if the firft Bolus did not
carry off all the Complaint, the fecond would entirely
cure it.  'The Thing happencd as the Woman had faid .
The Patient had another Fit after the firft Dofe, but it

I 3 WS
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was the laft. He enjoyed afterwards a perfe@ State of
Health.

Thefe People have alfo quick and fovereign Remedies
againt the Palfy, the Dropfy, and the Venereal Difeafe.
"The Shavings of Guaiacum Wood, and of Saffafras, are
their common Specifics in the two laft Difeafes : They
make a Drink of thefe Woods which cures and prevents
thefe Difeafes, if it is conftantly ufed *.

In acute Difeafes, as in the Pleurify, they work on the
Side oppofite the Pain: They apply Cataplafms, which
draw, and prevent the Humours from fettling. In the
Fever they ufe cold Lotions, with a Decoétion of Herbs,
and by this prevent Inflammations and Delirium. ‘They
boaft efpecially of the Effefls of Diet, but they make it
confift enly in abftaining from certain Aliments, which
they efteem hurtful.

Formerly, they had not the Ufe of Blood-letting, and
inftead of it, they ufed Scarifications in the Places where
they felt Pain: Then they applied a Sort of Cupping-
Veffel made of Gourds, which they filled with combui-
tible Matter, which they fet on Fire. They very common-
ly ufed feveral Kinds of real Cauflics; but as they were
not acquainted with the Lapis infernalis (the Blue Stone ),
they ufed inftead of it rotten Wood. At prefent Bleed-
ing {upplies the Place of thefe Operations. In the North-
ern Parts, they frequently ufe Clyfters; a Bladder ferves
them for a Syringe. 'They have a Remedy againft the
Dyfentery, which is almoft always effeQual: This is a
Juice they fqueeze out of the Extremities of the Branches
of the Cedar-Tree, after they have been well boiled.

But their great Remedy, and their great Prefervative
againft all Difeafes, is Sweating. I have before told you,
Madam, that at their coming out of the Stove, and while
the Sweat runs down from all Parts of their Bodies, they

g0

_* They have fince talked of 2 Powder compofed of three
Simples, which a Savage gave to one of our Miflionaries, and

Bhich_radically cures in a few Days the moft inveterate French
teale.
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go and plunge into a River; if there is not any near
enough, they get fome Body to throw the coldelt Water
over them. ‘They frequently Sweat only to rccover the
Fatigue of a Journey, to calm their Spirits, and to enabla
them the better to difcourfe on Affairs. As foon as a
Stranger comes into’a Cabin, they make a Fire for him,
they rub his Feet with Oil, and then they condut him
to a Stove, where his Hoft keeps him Company. They
have alfo another Manner of promoting Sweats, which
they ufe in certain Diftempers : It confifts in laying the
Patient along upon a Kind of Couch, a litile elevated,
under which they boil, in a Kettle, fome Wood of white
Fir, and Branches of Pine. 'The Vapour which arifes
from it, caufes a moft plentiful Sweat ®*: They fay allo
that the Smell is very wholefome. The Sweat of the
Stoves, that is procured only by the Vapour of Water
poured upon hot Flints has not this Advantage.

In Acadia, a Diftemper was never confidered to be of
much Confequence, but when the Patient refufed all
Kind of Nourifhment, and many Nations are ftill in the
fame Error: Let a Perfon have any Kind of Fever, if
they can eat, they eat of every Thing like other People.
But as foon as the Diftemper appears dangerous, that is
20 fay, when the Patient refufes all Kinds of Food, they
employ all their Attention. Tt is true that the Principles
on which all the Phyfic of the Savages is founded, are
very extraordinary : They refufe the Patient nothing that
he afks, becaufe, fay they, his Defires in this State are
the Orders of the Genius, that prefides cver his Prefer-
vation +: And when they call in the Jugglers, ’tis lefs on
Account of their Skill, than becaufe they fuppole they
are better informed by the Genii of the Caufe of the
Diftemper, and of the Remedies for the Cure.

Furthermore, they will have nothing to reproach them-
felves with : One would imagine that Death lofes fome-
I4 thing

* This feems to deferve the Attention of the European

Phyficians. .
+ This feems to deferve to be attended to, as Experience
has often proved that the Indulgence of the Defires of the Sick

has been falutary.
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thing of its Terror when it follows after a Courfe of Phy-
fic, though this Phyfic might be the Caufe of it.Our Sa-
vages are with regard to this Notion under the general
Law, and the common Prejudice of all Nations, and ail
Ages ; and they are the more excufable for carrying their
Credulity fo far, as they acknowledge fomething fuper-
natural tn all Diftempers; and as they make Religion
fhare in the Art of healing them, they think themfelves
the lefs obliged to be guided by Reafon, and make it a
Duty to fuffer themfclves to be led blindfeld.

Oftentimes the Patient takes it into his Head that his
Diftemper is the Effe& of Witchcraft: Then all their Cure
1s to difcover 1t, and this is the Duty of the Juggler. He be-
gins by {fweating himfelf, and when he has thoroughly tir-
ed himfelf, with bawling, beating himfelf, and nvoking
his Genius, the firft extraordinary Thing that comes in-
to his Thought, he afcribes as the Caufe of the Diftem-
per. Many, before they enter into the Stove, take a
compound Potion, very proper, as they fay, to make
them receive the heavenly Impreflion; and they pretend
that the Prefence of the Spirit is manifefted by a ftrong
‘Wind that rifes on a fudden, or by a Bellowing which
they hear under Ground, or by the Agitation or fhaking
of the Stove. Then full of his pretended Deity, and
more like one pofleffed with the Devil, than a Man in-
fpired by Heaven, he pronounces his Decifion in a magif-
terial Tone on the State of the Patient, and fometimes
bits pretty right.

But thele Quacks have found out a pretty fingular
Way of not being anfwerable for Events. As foon as
they perceive a Patient has the Symptoms of Death, they
never fail to give Orders, that are fo difficult to be put
in Iixccution, that they are always fure of an Excufe, on
Account of their Orders not having been punétually fol-
lowed. It is not to be conceived to what Extravagancies
they go on thefe Occafions : "They order fome Patients
to counterfeit themfelves mad ; In fome Diftempers they
order Dances, which are generally very lafcivious. One
would think for the moft Part that they have the cure of
the Patient lefs in View, than to haften his Death. But

what
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what fhews the Force of Imagination is, that thefe Doc-
tors, with all their Follies, perform as many Cures as our’s.

In fome Nations when the Diftemper is defperate, they
kill the Patients to put them out of their Pain. In the
Canton of Onnontague, they deftroy young Children that
lofe their Mothers at their Birth, or bury them.alive with
them, becaufe they are perfuaded that another Woman
cannot nurfe them, and that they would pme to Death.
But I think however ‘that lately they have laid afrde this
barbarous Cuffomn. Some others forfake the Difeafed
when the Do&tors give them over, and let them die with
Hunger and Thirft.  There are fome, who to hinder the
Diftortion of the Features in dying Perfons, clofe their
Yyes and Mouth, when they fee them in the Agony of
Decath.

In Acadia, the Jugglers are called Autmoins, and it is
generally the Chief of the Village who is invefted with
this Dignity ; therefore they have more -Authority than
the other Jugglers, though they have not more Skill, nor
lefs of Impofiure. When they are called tg a Patient,
the firft Thing they do is to view him attentivély for fome
Time, then they blow upon him: If this has no Effeét,
¢ The Reafon is, that the Devil is within him, fay they,
¢ but however he muft come out; yetlet every one be
¢ upon his Guard, for this evil Spirit out of Spite may
¢ fall upon one of the Company.” 'Then they enter in-
10 a Kind of Madnefs, they make ftrange Poftures, they
cry out, they threaten the pretended Devil, they fpeak to
him as if they had feen him, and they make paffes at him:
But all this is only a Farce to hide their Impofture.

When they enter the Cabin, they always have the Pre-
caution to thruft into the Earth a Piece of Wood, faftep-
ed to a String: Afterwards they offer the End of the
String to all the Company prefent, defiring them to pull
up this Piece of Wood ; and as no Perfon can fcarce ever
accomplifh it, they never fail to fay it is the Devil that holds
it; then, feigning to ftab this pretended Devil, they
loofe the Wood by little and little, by raking the Earth
round about it; after which they draw it up with Eafe,

‘ = and
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and all prefent cry out, Zidory! To this Wood there i3
faftened underneath a little Bone, or fome fuch Thing,
which they did not fee at firft ; and the Quacks making
the People prefent obferve it, cry out, ¢ This was the
¢ Caufe of the Diflemper ; it was neceffary to kill the De-
¢ wilto get it

This Farce lafteth four or five Hours, at the End of
which the Do@or wants Reft and Refrefhment : He goes
away, afluring the Patient that he will infallibly recover,
if the Diftemper has not got the upper Hand 5 that is fo
Jfay, if the Devil, beforehis Retreat, has not already gi-
ven him a mortal Wound. But how is the Doltor to
know this? He pretends to know it by Dreams ; but he
takes a fpecial Care not to fpeak plainly till he fees what
Turn the Diftemper is like to take. When he judgeth it
isincurable, he retires, and after his Example every Body
forfakes the fick Perfon. If after three Days he is ftill
alive, ¢ the Dewil (faith the Do&or) is refolved be fhall
¢ ot recover, and will not let him die : We muft out of
¢ Charity put an End to his Sufferings.”” Immediately
the deareft Friends of the Patient fetch cold Water, and
pour it on his Face till he expireth. The Delufion
1s fuch, that many Thanks are returned to the Doctor,
with a confiderable Reward.

Some Nations of the South have Maxims that are en-
tirely the Reverfe : "They never pay the Do&or till after
the Cure. If the Patient dies, the Do&tor is in Danger
of his Life. According to the Jroguois, every Diftemper
is a Defire of the Soul, and Death is the Confequence of
not accomplifhing the Defire.

I make an End, Madam, becaufe the Article of the
Dead would carry me too far, and every Thing is getting
ready for my Journey. In all Probability I thall foon
have Leifure to write to you again 5 butyou will not hear
from me the fooner on this Account ; for from hence to
the Minois there is no likelihood that I fhall find any Op-
portunity of fending you my Letters ; fo that if I write
any before I arrive there, you will receive them as late as
if I wrote them from that (ountry.

Iam, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER XXVIL

Depari:ve fram the Fort of the River ST. JosErH. The
Sources of the Tueaxikl. What paffes at the Death
of the Savages: Of their Funeralss of their Tombs;
of their Mourning 5 of Widowbeod; of the Feflival of
the Dead.

Mabpawm, From the Source of the Theakiki, Sept. 17.

Did not expeél to take up my Pen to write to you fo

foon ; but my Conduétors have jult now broke their
Canoe, and here I am detained the whole Day in a Place
where I can find nothing that can excite the Curiofity of
a Traveller ; therefore 1 can do nothing better than em-
ploy my Time in entertaining you.

T think I informed you in my iaft, that T had the
Choice of two Ways to go to the [iinois : The firft was
to return to Lake Michigan, to coaft all the Scuth Shore,
and to enter intc the little River Chicagou. After going
up it five or fix Leagues, they pafsinto that of the /-
nois, by the Meansof two Portages, the longeft of which
is but a League and a Quarter. But as this River is but
a Brook in this Place, I was informed that at that Time
of the Year I fhould not find Water enough for my Ca-
noe ; therefore I took the other Route, which has alfo its
Inconveniencies, andis not near fo pleafant, but it is the
fureft.

! departed Yefterday from the Fort of the River Sz
Fofeph, and I went up that River about fix Leagues. I
landed on the Right, and I walked a League and a Quar-
ter; at firft by the Bank of the River, then crofs the
Country in a vaft Meadow, interfperfed all over with lit-

tle
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tle Clufters of Trees, that have a very fine Effe&. They
call it the Meadow de la Téte de Bauf, (ithe Buffals’s
Head ) becaufe they found here a Buffalo’s Head of a mon-
ftrous Size. Why fhould there not be Giants among
thefe Animals? — 1 encamped in a very fine Place, which
they call the Fort des Renards, (of the Foxes), becaufe
the Renards, THAT 1s TO sAY, the Outagamis, had
here, and not long fince, a Village fortified after their
Manner. This Morning I walked a League further in
the Meadow, having almoft all the Way my Feet in Wa-
ter. ‘Then I met with a little Pool, which communi-
cates with feveral others of different Bignefs, the largeft
of which is not one hundred Paces in Compafs. Thefe
are the Sources of a River called Theakiki, and which
our Canadians by Corruption call Kiakiki. Theak figni-
fies a Wolf, I forget in what Language ; but this River
is fo called, becaufe the Mabingans, which are alfo called
the Walves, formerly took Refuge here,

We put our Canoe, which was brought hither by two
Men, into the fecond of thefe Springs, or Pools, and we
embarked ; but we found fcarce Water enough to keep it
afloat: Ten Men, in two Days, might make aftraight and
navigable Canal, which would fave much Trouble, and ten
or twelve Leagues Way ; for the River, at the firft coming
out from its Spring, is {o narrow, and we are continually
obliged to turn fo fhort, that every Moment one is in
Danger of breaking the Canoe, as it has juft now happen-
ed to us.—But let us return to the Savages; and after hav-
ing feen in what Manner they are treated in their Difteni-
pers, let us {ee them die, and what paffes after their Death.

In general, when they think themfelves paft Recovery,
they meet their Fate with a Refolution truly ffoical, and
they often fee their Days fhortened by the Perfons that
are moft dear to them, without fhewing the leaft Chagrin.
The Declaration of the Sentence of the Doé&tor is fcarce-
ly finifhed to a dying Man, before he makes an Effort to
harangue thofe thatare about him. If it is the Chief of
a Family, he firft makes his Funeral Oration, which he
finithes by giving very good Counfel to his Children. Af-
ter this, he takes Leave of every Body, gives Orders for

a TFeaft,
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a Feaft, in which they muft ufe all the Provifions that
remain in the Cabin, and then he reccives the Prefents
of his Family.

During this Time they cut the Throats of all the
Dogs they can catch, that the Souls of thefe Animals
may go into the other World, and give Notice that fuch
a Perfon will arrive there foon; and all the Bodies are put
into the Kettle, to enlarge the Feaft. After the Feaft is
over, they begin to weep: Their Tears are interrupted
to bid the laft Farewel to the dying Perfon, to with him
a godd Journey, to comfort him on his being feparated
from his Relations and Friends, and to aflure him that
his Children will maintain all the Glory he has acquired.

We muft acknowledge, Madam, that the Calmnefs
with which thefe People look Death in the Face, has
fomething in it very admirable; and this 1s {fo univerfal,
that perhaps there never was an Inftance of a Savage
fhewing any Concern, upon hearing that he had buta few
Hours to live.  'The fame Principle, and the fame Spirit,
prevails every where, though the Cuftoms vary much in
all that I have juft mentioned, according to the different
Nations. In moft Places there are Dances, Songs, In-
vocations, and Feafts ordered by the Do&ors, which are
almoft always Remedies more fit, according to our Noti-
ons, to killa Man that was well, than to cure a fick Per-
fon. In fome Places they ufe no Means at all: They
are fatisfied with having Recourfe to the Spirits; and 17
the fick Perfon recovers his Health, they have all the
Honour: But the dying Perfon is always the leaft con-
cerned about his Fate.

It may further be added, that if thefe People fhew {o
little Judgment in their Manner of treating the Sick, we
muft acknowledge that they behave towards the Dead
with a Generofity and an Affeétion that cannot be too
much admired. Somec Mothers have been known to have
kept the dead Bodies of their Children whols Years,
and would never go from them ; others draw Milk from
their Breafts, and pour it upon the Tombs of thefe little
Creatures.  If a Village happens to take Fire, in which

there
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there are any dead Bodies, this is the fir{t Thing they
take Care to preferve : They flrip themfelves of every
Thing that is moft valuable, to adorn the Dead : From
Time to Time they open their Coffins to change their
Drefs ; and they deprive themfelves of “'ood to carry it
to the Sepulchres, and to the Places where they fancy
their Souls walk. Ina Word, they are at much greater
Expences for the Dead, than for the Living.

Ac: foon as the fick Perfon expires, the Place is filled
with mournful Cries; and this lafts as long as the Family
is able to defray the Expence, for they muft keep open
Table all this Time. The dead Body, drefled in the
fineft Robe, with the Face painted, the Arms and all
that belonged to the Defeafed by his Side, is expofed at
the Door of the Cabin in the Pofture it is to be laid in the
Tomb; and this Pofture is the fame, in many Places, as
that of the Child in the Mother’s Womb. The Cuftom
of fome Nations is for the Relations of the Deceafed to
faft to the End of the Funeral; and all this Interval is
pafled in Tears and Cries, in treating their Vifitersa-in
praifing the Dead, and in mutual Compliments. In other
Places they hire Women to weep, who perform their
Duty punétually: They fing, they dance, they weep
without ceafing, always keeping Time: But thefe De-
monftrations of a borrowed Sorrow do not prevent what
Nature requires from the Relations of the Deceafed.

It appears to me that they carry the Body without Ce-
remony to the Place of Interment; at leaft 1 find no Men-
tion about it inany Relation: But when it isin the Grave,
they take Care to cover it in fuch a Manner, that the
Earth does not touch it: It lies as in a little Cave lined
with Skin, much richer and better adorned than their
Cabins. Then they fet up a Poft on the Grave, and fix
on it every Thing that may fhew the Ffteem they had
for the Deceafed.  They fometimes put on it his Portrait,
and every Thing that may ferve to fhew to Paflengers
who he was, and the fineft A&ions of his Life. They
carry frefh Provifions to the T'omb every Morning ; and
as the Dogs and other Beafts do not fail to reap the Be-

nefit
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nefit of it, they are willing to perfuade themfelves that
thefe Things have been eaten by the Souls of the Dead.

It is not {trange after this, that the Savages believe in
Apparitions : And in Fa& they tell Stories of this Sort all
Manner of Ways. 1 knew a poor Man, who, by con-
tinually hearing thefe Stories, fancied that he had always
a Troop of Ghofts at his Heels; and as People took a
Pleafure to encreafe his Fears, it made him grow foolifh.
—Neverthelefs, at the End of a certain Number of Years,
they take as much Care to efface out of their Minds the
Remembrance of thofe they have loft, as they did before
to preferve it; and this folely to put an End to the Grief
they felt for their Lofs.

Some Miffionaries one Day afking their new Converts,
why theydeprived themfelves of their moft neceffary Things
in Favour of the Dead? they replied, ¢ Itis not only
¢ to thew the Love we borz to our Relations, but alfo
¢¢ that we may not have before our Eyes, in the Things
they ufed, Objeéts which would ~ontinually renew our
“ Gnef.”” It is alfo, for this Reafon that they forbear,
for fome T'ime, to pronounce their Names; and if any
other of the Family bears the fame Name, he quits it all
the Time of Mourning. This is probably ai'u the Reafon
why the greateft Outrage you can do to anv i’2-on, is to
fay to them, Your Father is dead, or, Yon: Zilother is
dead.

-

4

When any one di¢s in the Time of Hunting, they ex-
pofe his Body on a very high Scaffold, and it re:-.ains there
till the Departure of the Troop, who car:y it with
them to the Village. There are fome Mations who
praétife the fame with Regard to all their 1ead; and §
have feen it pralifed by the Miffifaguez of Detroit. The
Bodies of thofe who die in War are burnt, and their
Afhes brought back to be laid in the Burying-Place of
their Fathers. Thefe Burying-Places, among the mott
fettled Nations, are Places like our Church-Yards, near
the Village. Others bury their Dead i the Woeds, at
the Foot of a Tree; or dry them, and keep 'them in
Chefls till the Feftival of the Dead, which I fhal} pre-

ently
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fently defcribe: But in fome Places they obf 2 an odd
Ceremony for thofe that are drowned, or are {rozen >
Death.

Before [ defcribe it, it is proper, I adam, ¢o tell you
that the Savages betieve, whoen :ivfe Accidens happen,
that the Spirits are incenfed, anc al Jicis Anger is net
appeafed till the Body 1s found. . nen the Prehmnaries
of Tears, Dances, Songs, and Fealls, z coded, they
carry the Body to the uf ai Durying-Fiace; or, if they
are too far off, to the Place where 1t is to remain till ihe
Feftival of the Der© They dig there avery w0,
and they m.}- a ;o 1: ‘I'nen fome young i erfons
approach the Corple, cut out the Flefh in the Parts
which had been marked out by a Mafter of the Cere-
monics, and throw them into the Fire with the Bowels:
Then they place the Corpfe, thus mangled, in the Place
deftined for 1it. During the whole Operation, the Wo-
men, efpecially the Relations of the Deceafed, go conti-
nuaily round thofe that are at it, exhorting them to ac-
quit themfelves well of their Employment, and put Beads
of Porcelain in their Mouths, as we would give Sugar-
Plums to Children to entice them to do what we defire.

The Interment is followed by Prefents, which they
mzke to the affliCted Family ; and this is called covering
tbe Dead. Thefe Prefents are made in the Name of the
Village, and fometimes in the Name of the Nation. Al-
ties alfo make fome Prefents at the Death of confidera-
ble Perfons : But firft the Family of the Deceafed makes
a great Feaft in his Name, and this Feaft is accompanied
with Games, for which they propofe Prizes, which are
performed in this Manner: A Chief throws on the Tomb
three Sticks about a Foot long: A young Man, a Wo-
man, and a Maiden, take each of them one; and thefe
of their Age, their Sex, and their Conditicn, firive to
wreft them out of their Hands. Thofe with whom the
Sticks remain, are Conquerors. ‘There are alfo Races,
and they fometimes fhoot at a Mark. In fhort, by a
Cuftom which we find eftablithed in all the Times of
Pagan Antiquity, a Ceremony entircly mournful is ter-
minated by Songs, and Shouts of Victory.

It
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It is true, that the Family of the Deceafed take no
Part in thefe Rejoicings: They obferve even in his Ca-
bin, after the Obfequies, a Mourning, the Laws of
which are very fevere : They muft have their Hair cut
off, and their Faces blacked : They muft ftand with their
Heads wrapped in a Blanket : They muft not look at any
Perfon, nor make any Vifit, nor eat any Thing hot:
They muft deprive themfelves of all Pleafures, wear
{carce any Thing on their Bodies, and never warm them-
felves at the Fire, even in the Depth of Winter.

After"this deep Mourning, which lafts two Years, they
begin a fecond more moderate, which lafts two or three
Years longer, and which may be foftened "by little and
little; but they difpenfe with nothing that is prefcribed,
without the Confent of the Cabin to which the Widow-
er or the Widow belongs. Thefe Permiffions, as well as
the End of the Mourning, always coft a Feaft.

Widows cannot contrad a fecond Marriage without the
Contfent of thofe on whom they depend, in Virtue of the
Laws of Widowhood. If they can find no Hufband for
the Widow, fhe finds herfelf under no Difficulties : It
the has any Sons of an Age to fupport her, the may con-
tinue in a State of Widowhood, without Danger of ever
wanting any Thing: If fhe is willing to marry again, the
may chufe, and the Man fhe marries becomes the Fa-
ther of her Children : He enters into all the Rights, and
all the Obligations of the firft Hufband.

The Hufband does not weep for his Wife; becaufe,
according to the Savages, Tears do not become Men ; but
this is not general among all Nations. The Women weep
for their Hufbands a Year: They call him without ceaf-
ing, and fill their Village with Cries and [Lamentations,
efpecially at the rifing and fetting of the Sun, at Noon,
and 1n fome Places when they go out to Work, 2nd when
they return. Mothers do much the fame for their Chil-
dren. The Chiefs mourn only fix Months, and may af-
terwards marry again.

The fitft, and often the only Compliment they make to
a Friend, and cven toa Stranger they receive in their
Vori. II. K Cabinz,
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Cabins, is to weep for thofe of his near Relations, whom
he hasloft fince they faw him laft. They put their Hands
on his Head, and they give him to underftand who it 1s
they weep for, without mentioning his Name. All this
is founded in Nature, and has nothing in it of Barbarity.
But what I am going to fpeak of, does not appear to be
any Way excufable; #hat is, the Behaviour of thefe Peo-
ple towards thofe who die by a violent Death, even
though it is in War, and for the Service of their Coun-

try.

'They have got a Notion that thei{ Souls, in the other
‘World, have no Communication with the 0ther§; and
on this Principle they burn them, or bury them direétly,
fometimes even before they expire. They never lay them
m the common Burying Place, and they give them no
Part in the great Ceremony, which is renewed every eight
Years among fome Nations, and every ten Years among
the Hurons and the Iroquois.

They call it the Feffival of the Dead, or the Feaft of
Souls : And here follows whatIcould colleé that was
moft uniform and remarkable concerning this Ceremony,
which is the moft fingular and the moft celebrated of the
Religion of the Savages. "They begin by fixing a Place
for the Affembly to meet in: 'Then they chufe the King
of the Feaft, whofe Duty itisto give Orders for every
Thing, and to mvite the neighbouring Villages. The
Day appoinicd being come, all the Savages affemble, and
go in Proceilion two and two to the Burying-Place.
"There every one labours to uncover the Bodies ; then
they continue fome Time contemplating in Silence a
Spectacle {o capable of exciting the moft ferious Reflex-
sons. - The Women firfl interrupt this religious Silence,
by fending forth mournful Cries, which encreafe the
Horror'with which cvery. one is fiiled.

This firlt Ack being ended, they take up the Carcaf-
fes, and pick up the dry and feparated Bones, and put
them in Parcels; and thofe who are ordered to carry
them, take them on their Shouiders. If there are any
Bodwsnot entircly decayed, they wath them ; they clean

away
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away the corrupted Flefh, and all the Filth, and wrap
them in new Robes of Beaver Skins: Then they return
in the fame Order as they came ; and when the Proceffi-
on is come into the Village, every one lays i his Cabin
the Burden he was charged with. During the March,
the Women continue their Lamentations, and the Men
thew the fame Signs of Grief as they did on the Day of
the Death of thole whofe Remains they have been taking
up. And this fecond A&k is followed by a Feaft in cach
Cabin, in Honour of the Dead of the Family.

The following Days they make public Feafts; and they
are accompanied, as on the Day of the Funeral, with
Dances, Games, and Combats, for which there are alfo
Prizes propofed. From Time to Time they make cer-
tain Cries; which they call the Criesof the Souls. They
make Prefents to Strangers,among whom there are fome-
times fome who come an hundred and Fifty Leagues, and
they receive Prefents from them. They allo take Ad-
vantage of thefe Opportunities to treat of common Af-
fairs, orfor the Ele&tion of a Chief. ILvery Thing paf-
fes with a great deal of Order, Decency, and Modefty ;
and every one appears to entertain Sentiments fuitable to
the principal A&ion. Every Thing, even in the Dances
and Songs, carries an Air of Sadnefs and Mourning ; and
one can fee in all, Hearts pierced with the fharpeft Sor-
row. The moft Infenfible would be affefted at the Sight
of this Speftacle. After fome Days are paft, they go
again in Proceflion to a great Council-Room built for the
Puarpofe : They hang up againft the Walls the Bones
and the Carcaffes in the fame Condition they took them
from the Burying-Place, aud they lay forth the Prefents
defigned for the Dead. If among thefe fad Remains there
happens to be thofe of a Chief, his Succeflor gives 1 great
Feaft in his Name, and fings his Song. In many Places
the Bones are carried from Village to Village, are receiv-
ed every where with great Demontitrations of Grief and
Tendernefs, and every where they make them Prefents :
Laitly, they carry them to the Place where they are to
remain always. But I had forgot to tell you, that all
thefc marches are made to the Sound of their Inftruments,

K 2 accompanied
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accompanied with their beft Voices, and that every one
in thefe Marches keeps Time to the Mufic.

This laft 2nd common Burial-Place is a great Pit,
which they line with their fineft Furs, and the beft
‘Things they have. The Prefents defigned for the Dead,
are fet by themfelves. By Degrees, as the Proceffion ar-
rives, each Family range themfelves on a Kind of Scaf-
folds fet-up round the Pit; and the Moment the Bones are
laid in, the Women renew their weeping and wailing.
Then all prefent go down into the Pit, and every one
takes a little of the Earth, which they keep careful-
ly. 'They fancy it procures Luck at Play. ‘The Bodies
and the Bones, ranged in Order, are covered with entire
new Furs, and over that with Bark, on which they throw
Stones, Wood, and Earth. Every one returns to his own
Cabin; but the Women come for feveral Days after,
and pour Sagamitty on the Place.

Lam, &3¢

LETTER
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LETTER XXVIIL

Fourney to PIMITEOUY. Of the River of the Irri-
NO1s. Reception of the Prifoners among thefe People.
Their Manncr of burning them. Some Things peculiar
in their Way of living.

Mapawm, Pimiteovy, Odober 3.

HE Night of the 17th of this Month, the Froft,
which for eight Days paft was perceivable every
Morning, encreafed confiderably. "This was early for
this Climate, for we were in 412 40 Lat. Thefollowing
Days we went forward from Morning to Night, favour-
ed by the Current, which is pretty ftrong, and fome-
times by the Wind : In Fa&, we made a great deal of
Way, but we advanced very littleonour Journey: After
having gone ten or twelve Leagues, we found ourfelves
fo near our laft Encampment, that Perfons in both Places
might have feen each other, and even have talked roge-
ther, at leaft with a Speaking-Trumpet. Butit was fome
Confolation to us, that the River and its Borders were
covered with Wild-Fowl, fattened with wild Oats,
which were then ripe. 1 alfo gathered fomeripe Grapes,
which were of the Shape and Bignefs of a Mutket-13all,
and foft enough, but of a bad Tafte. This is probably
the fame that they callin lLovrstava Raifin Prune (the
Plum Grape.) The River by Degrees grows lefs wind-
ing ; but its Borders are not pleafant till we are fifty
Leagues from its Source. It isalfo for all this Space ve-
ry narrow ; and as it is bordered with Trees, whofe Roots
ate in the Water, when one falls it bars up the whole
K3 River,
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Then I went up the Rock bya tolerably eafy Way

but very narrow. I founda very fmooth Terrace, of a
great Extent ; and where all the Savages of Canada could
not force two hundred Men, who had Fire-Arms, if they
could have Water, which they can get only from the Ri-
ver ; and todothis they muft expofe themfelves. All the
Recourfe of thofe who fhould happen to be befieged here,
would be the natural Impatience of thefe Barbarians.  In
fmall Parties they will wait without Uneafinels eight or
ten Days behind a Bufh, in Hopes that fome Body will
pafs by, whom they may kill or take Prifoner : But when
they are a numerous Body of Warriors, if they do not
prefently fucceed, they foon grow weary, and take the
hirft Excufe to retreat, 'This they never want; for there
needs only for this Purpofe a Dream, real or feigned.

The Rain, and ftill more a Speacle, which filled me
with Horror, hindered me from making the Tour of thefe
Rocks, from whence 1 hoped to difcover a great Coun-
try. I perceived at the End, and juit above the Village,
the Bodies of two Savages that had been burnt a few
Days before, and which were abandoned according to
Cuftom, to the Birds of Prey, in the fame Pofture, in
which they were cexecuted. The Way of burning the
Prifoners among thefe fouthern Nations, is fomething fin-
gular; and they have allo fome Cufloms different from
the others in their Manner of behaving towards thefe un-
happy Wretches.

When they have made a military Expedition, which
has fucceeded, the Warriors order their March fo, that
they never arrive at the Village till Night.  As foon as
they are near it, they halt ; and when it is Night, they
depute two or three young Peaple to the Chief, to ac-
quaint him with the principal Adventures of the Cam-
paign.  Next Day, at the Appearance of the Dawn they
drefs their Prifoners in new Robes, adorn their Hair with
Down, paint their Faces with various Colours, and put
a white Stick in their Hands, which is fet round with the
Tails of Roe-Bucks. At the fame Time the War-Chief
makes a Cry, and all the Villige affembles at the Water-
fide, if they are near a River.

As
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As foon as the Warriors appear, four young Men in
their fineft Drefs embark in a Petfiaugre *, the two firft
carry a Calumet, and go finging all the Way, to fetch the
Prifoners, which they bring as in Triumph to the Cabin,
where they are'to be fentenced. The Mafter of the Ca-
bin, to whom it belongs to decide their Fate, firft gives
them fomething to eat, and during this Meal he holds a
Council. If they give his Life to any one, two young
Men go and untie him, take him each by one Hand and
make him run full Speed to the River, where they throw
him in Head-foremoft. ‘They throw themfelves in after
him, wath him well, and lead him to the Perfon whofe
Slave he is to be.

As to thofe who are condemned to die, as foon as the
Sentence is pronounced, the Cry is made to affemble the
Village ; and the Fxecution is deferred, only juft Time
enough to make the Preparations for it. They begin by
ftripping the Sufferer quite naked : They fix in the Earth
two Pofts, to which they faften two crofs Pieces, one
about two Feet from the Ground, and the other fix or
feven Feet higher, and this is what they call a Frame.
"They make the Sufferer get upon the firft crofs Piece, to
which they faften his Feet, at alittle Diftance from each
other: Then they tie his Hands to the upper Angles of
the Frame ; and in this Pofture they burn him in all
Parts of the Body.

Alt the Village, Men, Women, and Children, gather
round him ; and every one has a Right to torture him as
they pleafe. If no one prefent has any particelar Reafon
to prolong his Sufferings, his Punithment is foon over ;
and commonly they difpatch him with their Arrows, or
elfe they cover him with the Bark of Trees, which they
feton Fire. Then they leave him in his Frame, and to-
wards Night they run through all the Cabins, ftriking
with little Sticks on the Furniture, on the Walls, and on
the Roofs, to hinder his Soul from ftaying there to re-

venge

* Thifisa long Boat, made of the fingle Trunk of a Tree.
‘They ufe but few Canoes of Bark in thefe Parts.
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venge the Injurics they have done to his Body. The reft
of the Night is paffed in Rejoicings.

If the Party has met no Enemy, or if it has been oblig-
ed to fly, it enters the Village by Day, keeping a pro-
found Silence ; but if it has been beaten, it enters by
Night, after having given Notice of their Return by a
Cry of Death, and named all thofe they have loft, either
‘by Diftempers, or by the Sword of the Enemy. Some-
times the Prifoners are condemned and executed before
they arrive at the Village; efpecially when they have any
Room to fear they will be refcued.  Some Time fince a
Frenchman being taken by the Outagamis, thele Barbari-
ans held a Council on their Route, to know how they
fhould difpofe of him. The Refult of the Deliberation
was to throw a Stick up in the Tree, and if it lodged there,
to burn their Prifoner; but to throw it only a certain
Number of Times. By good Fortune for the Prifoner,
though the Tree was very thick of Branches, the Stick
always fell to the Ground.

I ftayed twenty-four Hours at the Rock, and to pleafe
the Savages, and to thew my entire Confidence in them,
though all my Condu&tors were encamped on the other
Side of the River, I lay in a Cabin in the midft of the
Village. T paft the Night quiet enough; but I was
waked very early by 2 Woman, who lived in the next
Cabin; when fhe awoke, the Remembrance of her Son,
whom fhe had loft fome Years before, came into her
Mind, and immediately fhe began to weep, and to fing
in a very doleful Tone.

The [llinois have the Chara&er of being  cunning
Thieves, for this Reafon I caufed all my Baggage to be
carried over to the other Side; butin fpite of this Pre-
caution, and the Vigilance of my People, at our Depar-
ture we miffed a Gun, and fome Trifles, which we could
never recover.  The fame Evening we paffed the laft
Place of the River, where one is obliged to drag the Ca-
noe ; afterwards the River has every where a Breadth and
ii_egth, that makes it equal to moft of the largeft Rivers
Ol Luyscpe

I faw
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T faw alfo this Day, for the firft Time, fome Parrots:
There are fome on the Sides of the Theakikz, but in Sum-
mer only. Thefe were fome Stragglers that are going
to the Miffiffippi, where there are fome in all Seafons:
They are but a little bigger than a Black-bird, their
Head is yellow, with a red Spot in the Middle, Green
prevails in all the reft of their Plumage. The two fol-
lowing Days we traverfed a charming Country, and the
third of Ocleber about Noon we found ourfelves at the
Entrance of the Liake Pimiteouy 3 It is the River which
grows wider here, and which for three Leagues is one
League in Breadth. At the End of thefe three Leagues,
we find on the Right a fecond Village of [llinois, diftant
about fifteen Lieagues from that of the Rock.

Nothing can be more pleafant than the Situation ; it
has over againft it, as in Perfpeétive, a very fine Foreft,
which was then of all Colours, and behind it a Plain of
an immenfe Extent, bordered with Woods. The Lake
and the River fwarm with Fith, and their Sides with
Wild-Fowl. I met al{o in this Village four French Cona-
dians, who informed me that I was between four Parties
of Enemies, and that it was not fafe for me either to go
forward, or to return; they told me further, that on the
Route which 1 had travelled, there were thirty Outaga-
mis in Ambuth; that the like Number of the fame Sa-
vages were ranging round the Village of Pimiteouy, and
others to the Number of eighty kept at the Bottom of the
River, divided into two Bands.

This Account made me recolle€t what had happened
to us the Evening before; we had ftopt at the End of the
ifland, to look for {ome Buftards, at which fome of my
People had fired; and we heard fomebody cutting of
Wood in the Middle of the Ifland. 'The Nearnefs of the
Village of Pimiteouy, made us judge that it was fome //-
dinois, and we held in that Opinion ; but it is very hkely
that they were Outagamis, who having difcovered us, and
not daring to attack us, becaufle I had twelve Men well
armed, thought to draw fome of us into the \Woods,
judging that they fhould have an eafy Conqueft of the
reft; but our little Curiofity kept us from this Misfor-

tune,
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tune, which I fhould certainly not have efcaped, if I
had not had an Efcort commanded by a Man, who
was not of a Humour to ftop where there was no real
Occafion.

What further confirmed the Account of the four
Frenchmen was, that thirty Warriors of Pimiteouy, com-
manded by the Chief of the Village, were in the Field,
to endeavour to get more certain News of the Enemy ;
and that a few Days before their Departure, there had
been an A&ion in the Neighbourhood, in which the
two Parties had each made one Prifoner: The Oufaga-
mi had been burnt about a Mufket-Shot from the Vil-
lage, and he was {till in his Frame. The Canadians,
who affifted in his Punifhment, told me that it lafted five
Hours, and that this unfortunate Wretch had maintained
till his Death that he was an [llinois, and that he had
been taken in his Childhood by the Outagamis, who had
adopted him.

However he had fought very well, and had it not been
for a Wound received in the Leg, he had not been tdken.
But as he could give no Proofs of what he had alledged,
and had been very near making his Efcape, they would
not believe him on his Word. He made 1t appear in the
midft of his ‘Torments, that Bravery, and Courage in
bearing Pain, are very different Virtues, and that they
do not always go together, for he made moft lamentable
Cries, which only ferved to animate his Executioners. It
1s true that an old Woman, whofe Son had been former-
ly killed by the Qutagamis, made him fuffer all the Pains
that Fury infpired by Revenge could invent. However,
at laft they took Pity on his Cries, they covered him with
Straw, which they fet on Fire; and as he had ftill fome
Life in him after it was burnt ogt, the Children killed
him with their Arrows. Generally, when a Sufferer does
not die bravely, it 1s a Woman, or Children, that give
him his Death’s Wound : He does not deferve, they fay,
to die by the Hand of a Man.

T found mrelf, Malam, greatly embarraffed.  On one
Side, my Comduciar: did not think it prudent to go for-
vard
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ward ; on the other, it was very inconvenient for my Af-
fairs to winter at Pimiteouy: 1 fhould then have even
been obliged to follow the Savages in their Winter-Quar-
ters, and this would .have made me lofe a whole Year.
At laft the two Canadians, of the four which I found at
Pimiteouy, offered to encreafe my Efcort, and they all
took Heart. I would have departed the next Day, the
fourth of Oclober, but the Rain, and fome other Difhi-
culties which we met with, ftopt me the whole Day.

The Warriors, who had been out on the Difcovery,
came back in the Afternoon, without making any Cry,
becaufe they had feen nothing. They all filed off before
me with a proud Sort of an Air: They were only armed
with Arrows, and a round Shield of Buffalo’s Hides, and
they did not feem to take any Notice of me. Itis the
Cuftom of the Warriors to falute no Perfon when they
are in a Body for War: But almoft as {oon as they had
got into their Cabins, the Chief having dreffed himfelf,
came and paid me a Vifit of Ceremony. He is about
forty Years old, pretty tall, and fomething lean, of a
milggCharaéter, and very rational. He is alfo the braveft
Soldier of his Nation, and there is no ///inois that deferves
better than he the Surname * that Homer gives by Way of
Preference to the Hero of his lliiad. 'This is faying a
great deal, for the [llinois are perhaps the {wifteft Run-
ners in the World : The Miffourites are the only People
that can difpute this Glory with them,

As T perceived a Crofs of Copper, and a little Figure
of the Virgin hanging about the Neck of this Savage, I
thought he had been a Chriflian; but they aflured me
that he had only put bimfelf in this Equipage out of Re-
fpe& to me. They told me farther what I am going to
relate, without requiring you to believe more of it, than
the Credit of my Authors deferve: They are Canadian
Travellers, who certainly did not invent what they told
me, but who heard it reporied as a certaig Fa&.  This
is the Story. '

The

* Swift-footed.
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The Image of the Virgin, which the Chief wore, hav-
ing fallen into his Hands, I know not how, he was curi-
ous to know who it reprefented: They told him it was
the Mother of God, and that the Child which fhe held
in her Arms, was God himfelf, who made himfelf Man
for the Salvation of Mankind. They explained to him
in few Words the Myftery of this ineffable Incarnation ;
and farther told him, that the Chriftians always addreffed
themfelves to this divine Mother when they were in any
Danger, and that they feldom did it in vain. The Savage
liftened to this Difcourfe with much Attention; and fome
‘Time after, as he was hunting alone in the Woods, an
Outagami, who had laid in Ambufh, fhewed himfelf the
Moment after he had difcharged his Gun at fome Game,
and took Aim at him. Then he remembered what had
been told him of the Mother of God : He invoked her, and
the Outagami attempting to fhoot, his Gun mifled Fire :
He cocked it again, and the fame Thing happened five
Times together. During this Time, the [llinois charged
his own, and in his Turn took Aim at his Enemy, whao
chofe rather to furrender than be fhot. Since this Ad-
venture, the Chief never goes out of the Village wig#ut
carrying his Safeguard with him, with which he thinks
himfelf invulnerable. If the Story is true, it is very pro-
bable that it was the Fault of the Miflionary alone that
has hindered him from becoming a Chriftian, and that
the Mother of God, after having preferved him from a

temporal Death, will obtain for him the Grace of a fin-
cere Converfion *.

As foon as the Chief had left me, I went out to vifit
the Environs of the Village, and I perceived two Savages,
who went from Cabin to Cabin, wailing much in the
fame Tone as the Woman of the Rock, I mentioned be-
fare.  One had loft his Friend in the laft Battle, the o-
ther was the Father of him that had been flain. The
walked a great Pace, and put their Hands on the Heads
of all they met ; probably to invite them to fhare in their
Grief. Thofe who have fought Refemblances between
the Hebrews and the Americans, would not have failed

to

* He is in Faé converted fince.
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to have taken particular Notice of this Manner of Mourn-
ing, which fome Expreffions of Scripture might give
Room to thefe Conjeétures to judge, might have been in
Ufe among the People of God.

About Evening, the Chief defired nie to come toa
Houfe where one of our Miflionaries had lodged fome
Years before; and where probably they ufed to hold the
Council : I went thither, and found him there with two
or three Elders. He began by faying that he was defi-
rous of informing me of the great Danger to which I was
going to ‘expofe myfelf, by continuing my Route : That
upon thoroughly confidering ail Circiimftances, he ad-
vifed me to putoff my Departure till the Seafon was a lit-
tle moreadvanced ; that he hoped then the Enemy’s Par-
ties would be retlred and leave me a free Paffage. As
he might have his Views in detaining me at Pimiteouy, 1
let him know that I was not much affe&ted with his Rea-
fons, and added, that I had fome more prevailing ones to
haften my De“artule He feemed to be concerned at
my Anfwer, and I foon fotnd that it procceded from his
Affe&tion for me, and his. Zeal for our-Nation.

¢ Since your Refolution is taken, faid ke, [am of Opi-
nion,- that all the Freach who are here, fhould join
themfelves to you toftrengthen your Efcort : 1 have
al{o_already declared my Thoughts to them on this
Matter, ‘and have ftfongly reprefented to them, that
they would be for ever loft'toall Honour, if they fhould
leave their Father in Danger, without {Hanng it vith
him. I fhould be very glad to accompany you myfelf
¢ at the Head of all ry Soldiers, but you know my Vil

lage 1s in Danger of being attchLd every Day, and it
is nat proper for* me to he abient, and to' leave it un-
guarded in fuch Circomftances. As for the French,
nothing can detain them-Here, but anIntereft, which
they ousfht to factitice t0'your Prefervation. This is
what I have given them ‘to’underftand; and have far-
ther told them, that if anv one of thein fell into the
Hands of the Enemy, it would only be 'the T.cis of &
Man, whereas a Father was wlone 1o be efleemed as

““ mary,
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¢ many, and that they ought to run all Hazards, to pre-
¢ vent fo great a Misfortune.”

1 was charmed, Madam, with the Wifdom of this
Man, and more ftill with his Generofity, which inclined
him, out of his Regard for me, to deprive himfelf of four
Men, whofe Aflittance was a Matter of Confequence, in
his preferit Situation. I made no Doubt before, that in
his Willingnefs to detain me, he had a View ot making Ufe
of my Efcortin Cafe of Need. I gave him many Thanks
for his Good-will and his Care, and I aflured him that I
was very well fatisfied with the French, thatI would di-
vide them with him, and leave him two for his Defence,
in Cafe he fhould be attacked ; that the other two fhould
accompany me till I was in a Place of Safety, and with
this Reinforcement I fhould think myfelf in a Condition
to goany where without Fear. He prefled me no fur-
ther to ftay, and I retired.

This Morning he came to pay me a fecond Vifit, ac-
companied by his Mother-in-Law, who carried a young
Child in her Arms :-“ You fee, faid he, addreffing him-
““ felf to me, a Father in great Aflition. This 1s my
Daughter, who is dying, her Mother died in bringing
her into the World, and no Woman could fucceed in
nurfing her. She throws up all fhe takes, and has per-
haps but a few Hours to live : You will do me a Plea-
{ure to baptize her, that fhe may go to fee God after
¢ her Death.”  The Child was really very ill, and paft
all Hopes of Recovery, fo I made no Scruple to bap-
tze it

(49
(11

[14

-

<

(11

Should my Travels have been ufelefs in all other Re-
{peéts, T acknowledge to you, Madam, I thould not re-
gret all the Fatigues and Dangers of them, fince, in all
Probability, if I had not come to Pimitesuy, this' Child
had never gone to Heaven, where I make no Doubt fhe
#ill foon arrive. T hope alfo, that this little Angel
will obtain for her Father the fame Grace he has pro-
cured for her. I depart an Hour hence, and I truft this
Letter with the two Frenchmen I leave here, and who
inteny to take the firll Opportunity to return to Canada.

I am, &c.

LETTER
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LETTEZR XXVIIL

Fourney from PimiTrouUY 10 the Kaskasquias., Of
the Courfe of the River of the ILLiNois. Of the
Copper-Mines.  Of the Missoury. Of the Mines of
the River MarAMEG. Defeription of Fort pE CHAR-
TRES, and of the Miffionof the Kasxasqurias. Of the
Fruit-Trees of LouistaNa. Defcription of the Mis-
sisiPPI above the ILLinots.  Different Tribes of that
Nation. Some Traditions of the Savages. Their No-
tions of the Stars and Planets, Eclipfes, and Thunder:
Their Manner of computing Time.

Mapawm, Kaskxasquias, Ofoher 20,

I Confefs very fincerely, that I was not fo eafy at leav-
ing Pimiteouy, as 1 feigned myfelf to be, as well for
my own Credit, as not intirely to difcourage thofe who
accompanied me, fome of whom concealed their Fear
but very indifferently. The Alarms in which I had found
the /llinois, their doleful Songs, the Sight of the Car-
cafles expofed in their Frames, horrible Obje&s, which
continually reprefented to me what I was to expe&, if 1
thould have the Misfortune to fall into the Hands of thefe
Barbarians : All this made an Impreflion upon me which
T could not overcome, and for feven or cight Days I could
not {leep very {ound.

T was not apprehenfive indeed that the Fnemy would
attack us openly, becaufe I had fourteen Men well arm-
ed, and well commanded *: but we had every Thing to
fear from Surprifes, as the Savages ufe all Manner of Ar-
tifices to draw their Enemies into the Snares they lay for

Vour. IL L them.

* M. de §t. Ange, who has fince very much diftinguishesi
himfelf againft the Renards, commanded my Elcort.
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them. One of the mai common is to counterfeit the
Cry of fome Animal, or the Note of a Bird, which they
imitate fo perfeétly, that every Day fome are brought in-
to an Ambufh by it. One happens to be encamped at
the Entrance of a Wood, we think we hear a Buffalo, a
Deer, or a Duck, two or three Men run that Way in
Hopes of getting fomething, and frequently they never
return.

"They reckon 70 Leagues from Pimiteouy to the Miffi-
fippi : 1 have already faid that it was 15 from the Rock to
Pimeteouy; the firft of thefe two Villages is in 41 De-
grees Lat. the Entrance of the River of the Illinois is in
40 Degrees; fo that from the Rock this River runs Weft,
inclining a little to the South, but it makes many Wind-
ings. From Time to Time we meet with Iflands, fome
of which are pretty large : Its Banks are but low in many
Places: In the Sprimg 1t overflows the greateft Part of the
Meadows, which are on the Right and Left, and which
are afterwards covered with Grafs and Herbs, that grow
very high. They fay it abounds with Fifh every where,
but we had no Time to fith, nor any Nets that were fit
for its Depth.  Qur Bufinefs was fooner done by killing
a Buffulo, or a Roe-Buck, and of thefe we had the
Choice.

The 6th we faw a great Number of Buffaloes crofling
the River in a great Hurry, and we fcarce doubted but
that they were hunted by one of the Parties of the Ene-
my, which they had fpoken of: This obliged us to fail
all Night, to get out of {uch a dangerous Neighbourhood.
The next Day before it was Light we paffed the Sagui-
mont, agreat River that comes from the South: Five or
fix Leagues lower we left on the fame Hand another
finaller, called the River of the Macopines: Thefe are
great Roots, which eaten raw, are Poifon, but being
roafted by a fmall Fire for five or fix Days or more, have
no “onger any hurtful Quality. Between thefe two Ri-
vers, at an equal Diftance from both we find a Marth

called Machoutin, which is exally half-way from Pimi-
fesuy vo the JLTppi.

Soon
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Soon after we had paffed the River of the Maco-
pines, we perceived the Banks of the Miflifippi, which
are very high, We rowed however about twenty- four
Hours longer, and often with our Sail up, before we en-
tered it ; becaufe the River of the //linois changes its Courfe
in this Place from the Weft to the South and by Eaft.
One might fay, that out of Refentment at being oblig-
ed to pay the Homage of its Waters to another River, it
{fought to return back to its Spring.

Its Entrance into the Miffifippi is Eaft South Eaft. It

was the 1oth, about half palt two in the Morning, that
we found ourfelves in this River, which at that Time
made fo much Noife in France, leaving on the Right
Hand a great Meadow, out of which there rifes a little
River, in which there is a great deal of Copper. Nothing
can be more charming than zll this Side; but it is not
quite the fame on the Left Hand. We fee there only ve-
ry high Mountains interfperfed with Rocks, between
which there grow fome Cedars; but this is onl/ a Screen
that has little Depth, and which hides fome very fine
Meadows.

The 10th, about Nine in the Morning, after we had
gone five Leagues on the Miffifippi, we arrived at the
Mouth of the Miffouri, which s North North Wef,
and South South Eaft. I believe this is the fineft Con-
fluence in the World. 'The two Rivers are much of the
{ame Breadth, each about half a League; but the Adi/~
Souri is by far the moft rapid, and {eems to enter the
Miffifippi like a Conqueror, through which it carries its
white Waters to the oppofite Shore, witheut mixing
them; afterwards it gives its Colour to the A4/ ///;pz
which it never lofes again, but carries 1t quite down to
the Sea.

The fame Day we went to lie in a Villaze of the Cus-
quias and the Tamarouas : Thefe are two Nations of //-
Jinois, which are united, and who do not together make a
very numerous Village. It is fituated on a little River,
which comes {rom the Eaft, and which has no Water buc
in the Spring Scafon; fo that we were forced to walk a

L2 good
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good half League to the Cabins. I was furprifed that
they had chofen fuch an inconventent Situation, as they
might have found a much better; but they toid me that
the Miffifippi wathed the Foot of the Village when 1t was
built, and that in three Years it had loft half 2 League of
Ground, and that they were thinking of locking out for
another Settlement.

I paffcd the Night in the Houfe of the Miffionaries,
which are two Ecclefiaftics of the Seminary of Queber,
formerly my Difciples, but who might be now my Maf-
ters. 'The elder of the two = was abfent; I found the
younger + fuch as he had been reported to me, fevere to
himfelf, full of Charity for others, and making Virtue
amiable in his own Perfon. But he has fo little Healtb,
that I think he cannot long fupport the Way of Life,
which they are obliged to lead in thefe Miffions.

The eleventh, after having gone five Leagues, we left
on our Right the River of Marameg, where fome Per-
fons are actually employed in feeking Silver Mines. Perhaps
you will be pleafed, Madam, to know what Succefs there
15 to be expelted from thefe Searches. This is what I have
heard concerning them, from an intelligent Perfon, who
has been here many Years. In 1719 the Sieurde Lochon,
fent by the Weltern Company in the Capacity of a Foun-
der, having dug in a Place that was thewed him, took
up a pretty large Quantity of the Mineral, a Pound or
which, that tock up four Days to melt, produced, as
they fay, two Driochms of Silver; but fome Perfons
fufpeét he put in the Silver. Some Months after he
returned again, and without thinking any more of Silver,
from two or three thoufand Weight of the Mineral he
extracicd fourteen Pounds of very bad Lead, which coft
him 1400 Livres: Being difheartened with this bad Ste-
cefs, he returned to France.

The Company, being perfuaded of the Certainty of
the Signs which had been reported to them, thought the
Unlkilfulnefs of the Founder was the only Caufe of this
il Succels, and fent in his Stead a Spaniard, named An-

theny,
* M. Taunur, + M. Le Mercier,
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thony, taken at the Siege of Penfacola, and who had been
a Slave in the Gallies, but who boafted of having worked
at a Mine in Mexico. He was allowed a confiderable Sa-
lary, but he fucceeded little better than the Sieur de Lo-
chon. He was not difheartened however, and People
were willing to believe he failed only through Want of
Skill to build Furnaces. He gave up the Lead, and un-
dertook to get Silver; he found Means to open the Rock,
which was eight or ten Feet thick, and he blew up feve-
ral Pieces of it, which he put into melting Pots ; ’twas
reported that he got two or three Drachms of Silver, but
many Perfons ftill doubt of it.

During thefe Tranfaétions, there arrived a Company
of the King’s Miners, the Chief of which was one Re-
naudiere, who determining to begin with the Lead Mine,
did nothing at all, becaufe neither he nor any of his Com-
pany underftood the Conftruétion of Furnaces. *Twas
very [urprifing, to fee the Eafinefs of the Company in
advancing large Sums, and the little Precaution they took
to be affured of the Capacity of thofe they employed. La
Renauydiere and his Miners not being able to accomplifh
the making of Lead, a particular Company undertook
the Mines of Marameg, and the Sieur Renaud, one of
the Direllors, furveyed them very carefully. He found
here in the Month of Fuune laft a Bed of Lead at only the
Depth of two Feet through the whole Length of a
Mountain, which extends a great Way, and he 1s actual-
ly at Workupon it. He flatters himfelf alfo that there is
Sitver under the Lead ; but every Body is not of his Opi-
nion: Time will difcover what there i1s1n it.

I arrived the next Day at the Kafkafguias at Nine in
the Morning. The Jefusts had here a very flourithing
Miflien, which has lately beendivided into two, becaufe it
was thought proper to form two Villages of Savages in-
ftead of one. The moft populous is on the Side of the
Miffifippi s two Fefuits # have the Government of it in
fpiritual Affairs.  Half a League lower 1s the Fort de
Chartres, about a Mutket-Shot from the River. M.

L 3 Dugue
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Dugué de Boifbrilland, a Canadian Gentleman, commands
here for the Company, to which this Place belongs; and
all the Space between thefe two Places begins to be peo-
pled with French. Four Leagues farther, and a League
from the River, there is a large Village of French, almoft
all Canadians, who have a Fefuit for their Prieft *.  The
fecond Village of the [inois i1s two Leagues diftant from
it, and farther up in the Country. A fourth Jefuit has
the Care of it +.

‘The French are here pretty much at their Eafe. A
Fleming, a Servant of the Fefuits, has taught them how
to fow Wheat, and it thrives very well. They have
fome horned Cattle and Fowls. The Ilinois, on their
Side, cultivate the Lands after their Manner, and are
very laborious. They alfo breed Fowls, which they fell
to the French. 'Their Wives are {ufficiently dexterous :
Thcy {pin the Buffalo’s Wool, and make it as fine as
that of the Englifb Sheep. Sometimes one would even
take it for Silk. They make Stuffs of it, which they
dye black, yellow, and a dark red. They make Gowns
of it, which they fow with the Thread madefof the Si-
news of Roe-Bucks. ‘Their Method of making this
Thread is very eafy. When the Sinew is well cleaned
from the Fleth, they expofe it in the Sun two Days:
When 1t 15 dry, they beat 1t, and get out of it without
any ‘Trouble, a Thread as white and as fine as that of
Bilulines, and much ftronger.

The French Village is bounded on the North by a Ri-
ver; the Banks of which are fo high, that although the
Watcrs fometimes rife twenty-five Feet, it feldom runs
out of its Bed.  All this Country is open: It confifts of
vatt Meadows, which extend for twenty-five Leagues,
and which are feparated only by little Groves, which are
all of good \Wood. There are efpecially fome white
Liulberry-Trees; but I was furprized that they fuffer
the “rhabitants to cut them down to build their Houfes
and the rather, becauls they do not want other Trees fit
tor that Ule,

Among
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Among the Fruit-Trees, which are peculiar to this
Country, the moft remarkable are thofe which bear the
Fruits called the Pacane, the Acimine, and the Piakimine,
The Pacane is a Nut of the Length and Shape of a large
Acorn. ‘There are fome which have a very thin Shell,
fome have a harder and thicker one, and this is fo much
taken from the Fruit : They are alfo fomething fmaller.
‘They are all of a very fine and delicate T'afte. The Tree
that bears them grows very high : Its Wood and Bark,
its Smell, and the Shape of its Leaves, appeared to me to
be much like the Walnut-Trees of Europe.

"The Acimine is a Fruit of the Length of three or four
Inches, and an Inch Diameter: Its Pulpis tender, fome-
thing {weetith, and full of a Seed like that of the Water
Melon. The Acimine Tree does not grow large, nor
very high. All thofe I have feen, are little more than
Shrubs of a brittle Wood. Its Bark 1s thin : The Leaves
are as long and large as thofe of the Chefnut-Tree, but of
a darker Green.

The Piakimine is of the Shape, and a little bigger than
a Damfon: Its Skin is tender, its Subftance watery, its
Colour red; and it has a very delicate Tafte. It has
Seeds which differ in nothing trom thofe of the Aeimine,
but in being fmaller. The Savages make a Pafte of this
Fruit, and Form little Loaves of it about an Inch thick,
and of the Confiftence of a dry’d Pear. The Tafte at
firft feems a little infipid, but one grows eafily us’d to it.
They are very nourifhing, and a fovereign Remedy, it is
faid, againft a2 Loofenels and the Bloody-Flux. The
Piakimine Tree is a fine Tree, as high as our common
Plum-Trees : Its Leaves have five Points: Its Wood 1is
tolerably hard, and its Bark very rough.

The Ofages, apretty numerous Nation, fettled on the
Side of a River that bears their Name, and which runs
into the MifJouri, about forty Leagues from its Jun&tion
with the Miffifippi, fend once or twicea Year to fing
the Calumet amongft the Kafka/quias, and are aétuzlly
there at prefent. 1 have alfo juft now feen a Aiiffourite
‘Woman, who told me that her Nationis the firft we

L g meet
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meet with going up the Miffouri, from which fhe has the
Name we have given her, for want of knowing her true
Name. It is fituated 8o Leagues from the Confluencé of
that River with the A ffifippi.

Higher up we find the Canfez ; then the Olfotatas,
whick fome call Maslotatas 5 then the Ajouez, and then
the Panis, avery populous Nation, divided into feveral
Cantons, which have Names very different from each o-
ther. This Woman has confirmed to me what I had heard
from the Sioux, that the Miffouri rifes out of fome naked
Mountains, very high, behind which there is a great Ri-
ver, which probably rifes from them alfo, and which runs
to the Weft. This Teftimony carries fome Weight, be-
caufe of all the Savages which we know, none travel far-
ther than the Miffourites.

All the People! have mentioned, inhabit the Weft
Side of the Miffouri, except the Ajoucz, which are on the
Eaft Side, Neighbours of the $7oux, and their Allies.
Among the Rivers which run into the Miffifippi, above
the River of the [linois, one of the moft confiderable is
the River of Bulls, which is twenty Leagues diftant from
the River of the Illinois, and which comes from the
Weft. They have difcovered in its Neighbourhood a ve-
1y fine Salt-Pit.  'They have alfo found feveral fuch on
the Sides of the Marameg, about twenty Leagues from
hence. About forty Leagues further, we leave the A/~
Sfenefipi, or the Riwer of the Rock ; fo called, becaufe it is
over-againft a Mountain which is in the Bed of the Miffj-

fippi, and where fome Travellers have affirmed there
was Rock Chryftal.

Twenty-five Leagues higher, we find the River Ouif-
confiir;, on the Right Hand, by which Father Marquette,
and the Sieur Folict, entered the Miffifppi, when they
firft difcovered 1t. The Ajsuez, who are in this Latitude,
foatisto fuy, in about 43°. 30”. who travel much, and
who go, we are affured, from twenty-five to thirty
Leagues a Day, when tsey have not their Families with
them, fay th.t ferting out from their Hebitations, they
come in three Days to a People called Omans ; who are

of
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of a fair Complexion, with light Hair, efpecially the
Women. They add, that this Nation is continually at
War with the Panis, and other Savages further to the
Weft ; and that they have heard them fpeak of a great
Lake, very diftant from them, in the Environs of which
there are People like the French, who have Buttons to
their Clothes, who build Towns, who ufe Horfes for
hunting the Buffaloes, which they cover with Buffaloes
Skins ; but who have no Arms but Bows and Arrows.

On the Left, about fixty Leagues above the River of
Bulls, we {ee the Moingona come outof the Midft of an
immenfe and magnificent Meadow, which is quite cover-
ed with Buffaloes and other wild Creatures. At its En-
trance into the Miffifippi, it has a little Water, and it is
alfo but narrow : It has neverthelefs a Courfe, as they
fay, of two hundred and fifty Leagues, winding from the
North to the Weft. 'They add, that its Sourceisina

Lake, and that it forms a fecond fifty Leagues from the
firft,

From this fecond Lake it inclines to the Left, and en-
ters the Blue River; thus named, becaufe of its Bottom,
which isan Earth of this Colour. It difcharges itfelf into
the River §t. Peter. In going up the Moingona, they
find a great deal of Coal ; and when they have gone up 1t
one hundred and fifty Leagues, they perceive a great
Cape, which makes the River wind; the Water of which,
in this Part, is red and ftinking. 1Itis aflured, that ma-
ny Mineral Stones have been gathered on this Cape, and
that Antimony has been brought hither from thence.

A League above the Mouth of the Moingona, there are
two Yalls in the Miffifippi, which are pretty long, where
they are obliged to unload and tow the Pettiaugre :
And above the fecond Fall, that is to fay, twenty-one
Leagues from the Moingona, they find on both Sides the
River Lead Mines, difcovered formerly by a famous Tra-
veller of Canada, named Nicslas Perrof, and which bear
his Name. Ten Leagues above the Ouifconfing, on the
fame Side, begins a Meadow fixty Lecagues 1ong,dbor&

ere
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dered by Mountains, which make a charming Profpeét.
There is another Meadow on the Welt Side, but not fo
long. Twenty Leagues higher than the Extremity of
the firft, the River grows wider, and they have named
the Place the Lake de bon Secours, (of good Succour.) It
is a League wide, and feven Leagues in Compafs, and it
is alfo environed with Meadows. Nicholas Perrot built a
Fort on the Right.

At coming out of the Lake, we meet with L'[fle Pea-
leé, (the bald Ifland ;) fo called, becaule there is not one
"Tree in it; but it is a very fine Meadow. The French
of Canada have often made it the Centre of their Trade
in thefe Weftern Parts ; and many have wintered here,
becaufe all the Country is very fit for Hunting. ‘Three
Leagues below L’Ifle Peleé, we leave on the Right Hand
the River of St. Croix, (the Holy Crofs,) which comes
from the Environs of the Upper Lake. 'They fay that
Copper has been found pretty near its Mouth. Some
Leagues further, we leave on the Left Hand the River of
St. Pierre, (§t. Peter,) the Sides of which are peopled
with Sioux, and the Mouth of which is not far from the
Fall of St. Anthony. 'The Miffifippi is little known above
this great Cafcade.

'To return to the [linois. If" it 1s true which I
have been affured of in many Places, and which the /-
Jourite. Woman I mentioned before confirmed to me,
that they and the Miamis come from the Borders of a
Sea very diftant to the Weft *, it appears that their firft
Station, when they came down into this Country, was
the Moingona : At leaft it is certain that one of their
Tribes bears that Name. 'The others are known by the
Names of the Peorias, the Tamarouas, the Caogquias, and
the Kafkafquias: But thefe Tribes are now much inter-
mixed, and reduced to be very inconfiderable. There

remains.

* A Woman of the Miamis, Prifoner of the Sioux, aflured
Father St Pe, at prefent Superior of the Miflions of Neww
France, that fhe was carried by the Sioux to a Village of her
own Nation, that was very near the Sea.
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remains at prefent but very few of the Kafkafguias ; and
the two Villages that bear their Name, are almoft wholly
compofed of Tamarouas, and of Metchigamias, a firange
Nation, who came from the Borders of a little River,
which we thall meet with going down the Miffifippi, and
whom the Kafkafquias have adopted.

This is, Madam, all that I can at prefent inform you
of, concerning Louifiana, into which I am but newly
come, But before I finifh this Letter, { muft communi-
cate to you fome Accounts, which will ferve as a Supple-
ment to what I have already faid of the Savages in general,
and which I learnt on my Route from the River §t. Fo~
[eph to this Place.

You may have obferved in the Fable of Atabentfic dri-
ven from Heaven, fome Traces of the Story of the firft
Woman, banifthed from the terreftrial Paradife, in Pu-
nifhment of her Difobedience ; and the T'raditicn of the
Deluge, as well as of the Ark, in which Noab faved him~-
felf with his Family. ‘'This Circumf{tance does not hinder
mie from adhering to the Opinion of F. de Acofla, who
thinks that this Tradition does not relate to the univerfal
Deluge, but a particular Deluge in America. In Fa&,
the Algonguins, and almoft all the People who fpeak their
Language, taking for granted the Creation of the firft
Man, fay that his Pofterity being almoft all entirely de-
ftroyed by a general Inundation, one named Me/ffou,
others call him Saketchak, who faw all the Earth deeply
covered with Waters by the overflowing of a Lake, fent
a Raven to the Bottom of this Abyfs, to fetch him fome
Earth : That this Raven not having well executed his
Commiflion, he fent a Mufk Rat on the {fame Egrand,
who fucceeded better : That out of this little Farth,
which the Animal brought him, he reftored the World
to its firft State. That he thot Arrows into the Trunks
of the Trees which ftill appeared, and that thefe Arrows
turned into Branches. That he wrought many other Mi-
racles; and that, in Acknowledgment of the Service
which the Mufk Rat had done him, he married a 1'emale
of that Species, by which he had Children, which re-
peopled the World : That he communicated his Imxrllvor-

tahty,
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tality to a certain Savage, and gave it him in a little Pac-
quet, with Orders not to open it, on the Penalty of lo-
fing fuch_a precious Gift.

The Hurons and the Iroquois {ay that Taronbiaouagon,
the King of Heaven, gave his Wife a Kick, {o violent,
that it threw her from Heaven to the Earth : That this
Woman fell upon the Back of a Tortoife ; which beating
off the Waters of the Deluge with his Feet, he at laft
difcovered the Earth, and carried the Woman to the Foot
of a Tree, where fhelay-in of T'wins; and that the Elder
killed the Younger.

* It is not furprizing that thefe People, who are fo indif-
ferent about Things paft, and who are very little con-
cerned about Things to come, fhould have no Know-
ledge of the Heavens, and thould make no Difference
between the Planets and fixed Stars; unlefs it be that they
divide the laft, as we do, into Conftellations. They call
the Pleiades, the Male and Female Dancers. ‘They give
the Name of the Bear to the four firfl of thofe we call
the Great Bear; the three others, which make its Tail,
are, according to them, three Hunters, who purfue the
Bear ; and the little Star that accompanies the middle
one, is the Kettle, which the fecond carries with him.
The Savages of Acradia call this Conftellation and the
following, fimply the Great and the Little Bear : But
may we not judge, that when they talked in this Manner
to the Sieur Lefcarbot, they only repeated what they had
heard from feveral of the French 2

The greateft Part of the Savages call the Pole Star,
the Star that never moves. It is this that guides them in
their Travels by Night, as the Sun ferves them for a
Compafs in the Day. They have alfo other Marks to
diftinguith the North. ‘They pretend to have obferved
that the Tops of the Trees always lean a little that Way,
and that the inward Skin of their Bark is always thicker
on that Side : But they do not truft fo entirely to thefe
Obfervations, as not to take other Precautions not
to go wrong, and to find their Way back when they
return.

As
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As to what regards the Courfe of the Stars and Planets,
the Caufes of the Celeftial Pehnomena, the Nature of
Meteors, and fuch-like Things, they are in all thefe
Refpe@s, asin every Thing elfc that does not affect them
fenfibly, in a moft profound Ignorance, and a perfeét In-
difference. If an Ecliple happens, they imagine there is
fome great Combat in the Heavens; and they fhoot many
Arrows into the Air, to drive away the pretended Ene-
mies of the Sun and Moon. The Hurons, when the
Moon s eclipfed, fancy that fhe is fick; and to recover
her from this Sicknefs, they make a great Noife, and ac-
company this Noife with many Ceremonies and Prayers;
and they never fail to fall upon the Dogs with Sticks and
Stones, to fet them a yelping, becaufe they believe the
Moon loves thefe Animals.

Thefe Savages, and many others, could never be
brought to believe that an Eclipfe 1s an indifferent Thing,
and purely natural.  They expeét Good or Evil from 1t,
according to the Place of the Heavens where the Planet
is darkened. Nothing furprized them more, than to fee
how exaétly the Miflionaries foretold thefe Phenomena;
and they concluded that they muft alfo forefee their Con-
fequences.

Thefe People are not better acquainted with the Na-
ture of Thunder : Some take it for 2 Voice of a particu-
lar Species of Men, who fly in the Air.  Others fay, the
Noife comes from certain Birds, that are unknown to
them. According to the Montagnuis, it 1s the Effort
which a Genius makes to bring up a Snake which he hath
iwallowed, and they found this Nction on oblerving, that
when the Thunder falls upon a Tree, it leavesa Mark
fomething like the Shape of a Snake.

They all reckon the Months by the Moons; the great-
et Number reckon but twelve in the Year, and fome
thirteen.  The Inconveniencics, which may arife from
this Diverfity, are not of any great Confequence among
People, who have no Annals, and whefe Affairs do not
depend on Annval Zpochas.  There is alfo among them
a great Vartety in the Numas ‘of the Scafons and of the
Moons, becauic in all the dilferent Mations, thefe are dil-

tinguithed
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tinguithed or marked out by their Hunting and Fifhing,
their Sowing and Harveft, the firlt Appearance and the
Fall of the Leaves, the Paflage of certain Beafts and
Birds, the Time when the Roe-Bucks fhed their Hair,
and the Rutting Time of various Animals; and thefe
Things vary much according to the different Cantons.

There are fome Nations, where they reckon the Years
by the twelve Signs, unlefs when they {peak of their Age,
and on {ome other Occafions, in Regard to which they ufe
the Lunar Years. They have not among any of them
any Diftinétion of Weeks, and the Days have no parti-
cular Names in any of their Languages.- 'They have four
fixed Points in the Day, viz. the rifing and fetting of the
Sun, Noon and Midnight, and whatever Weather they
happen to have, they are never miftaken in thefe. For
the reft, that aftronomical Exa&nefs in adjufting the Lu-
nar with the Solar Years, Baron Ja Hontan does them the

Honour of attributing to them, is 2 meer invention of
this Writer.

"They have no chronological Computation, and if they
preferve the Epochas of certain remarkable Events, they
do not comprehend exaétly the Time that is paft fince:
They are fatisfied with remembering the Fads, and they
have invented feveral Ways of preferving the Remem-
brance of them. For Inftance, the Hurons and the fro-
quots have in their public Treafuries Belts of Porcelain,
1n which are wrought Figures, that revive the Memory
of TranfaCtions. Others make ufe of Knots of a particu-
lar Form, and if in thefe Things their Imagination Ja-
bours, yet it always leads them to the Point propofed.
Laftly, they all reckon from one to ten, the tens by ten
to a hundred, tie hundreds by ten to a thoufand, and
they go no turther in their Calculations.

[ am, (s,

LETTER



NORTH-AMERIC A 178

LETTEZR XXIX.

Of the Colony of the ILLINOTS. Fourney to the AKANSAS.
Defeription of the Country.

Mapawm, Kaskasquias, Nov. 8.

MY laft Letter is gone for Canada, from whence I
am aflured that it will go fooner to France by L’Ifle
Royal.  Andindeed, ifit fhould happen to mifcarry by the
Way, the Lofs would not be great. Ibegin this again at
the Kafkafquias, but according to all Appearances, I fhall
not finifh 1t here. 1 have been here above a Month, and
I am haftening my Departure as much as poflible.

As T have as yet feen in Louifiana only this Poft, the
firtt of all by Right of Antiquity, I cannot judge of it by
Comparifon with others. But it appears certain to ma,
that it has two Advantages, one of which can never be
difputed, and the other renders it at prefent neceflary to
the whole Province. The firft arifes from its Situation,
which i1s near Canada, with which it will always have
a Communication equally ufeful to the two Colonies.
The fecond is, that it may be made the Granary of Loui/i-
ana, which it can fupply with Plenty of Wheat, though
it thould be quite peopled down to the Sea.

The Land is not only fit to bear Wheat, but has hi-
therto refufed nothing that is neceffary for the Food of
Man. The Climate is very mild, in thirty-cight Degrees,
thirty-nine Minutes North Latitude : It would be very
cafy to encreafe Flockshere.  They might allo tame the
wild Buffaloes, from which they would obtain a great Be-
nefit in the Trade of their Wool and Hides, and for the
Suftenance of the Inhabitants.

The
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"The Air is good here, and if we fee fome Diftempers,
we may attribute them only to Poverty and Diffolutenefs,
and perhaps in fome fmall Degree to the Lands newly
turned up; but this laft Inconvenience will not continue
always, and the Climate will not at all affe&t thofe who
hereafte: thall be born here. Laftly we are aflured of the
Dlinais, more than of any Nation of Savages in Canada,
if we except the Abenaguis. 'They are almoft all Chrifti-
ans, ofa mild Difpofition, and at all Times very affeéti-
onate to the French.

T am here, Madam, one hundred and fifty Leagues
from the Place where 1 began this Letter : I am going to
finifh it here, and truft it with a Traveller, who reckons
to be at New Orleans much fooner than I, becaufe he will
ftop no where, and I muft make fome Stay at the Naz-
ehez. 1 had depended on two Things on leaving the Ji-
linois 3 the firft, that as] was going down a very rapid
River, and on which I wasin no Danger of being ftopt
by thofe Falls and Torrents fo frequent in the Rivers of
Canada, 1 thould not be longin my Journey, though I
had near four hundred Leagues to go, becaufe of the
‘Windings which the River makes. 'The fecond was, that
my Route being all the Way to the South, it would be
quite unneceflary to take any Precautions againft the
Cold ; but I was miftaken in both. Ifound myfelf ob-
liged to fail ftill flower than I had done on the Lakes,
which I was obliged to crofs, and I fuffer’d a Cold as
piercing as any I had ever felt at Quebec,

Tt is true, that it was ftill quite another Thing at the
Kafkafquias, which T had left a few Days before ; for the
River, as I heard on my Route, was foon frozen in fuch
a Manner that they went upon it in Carriages. It is not-
withftanding a good half League wide at that Place, and
more rapid than the Rbone. This is the more furprizing,
as generally excepring fome flight Frofts, caufed by the
North and North Welt Winds, the Winter in this Coun-
try is fcarcely perceivable. The River was not frozen
where I wus, but 1 was all Day in an open Pettiaugre.
and by Confequence expofed to all the Injurics of the

A,
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Air, and as I had taken no Precaution againft the Cold
which I did not expe&, 1 tound it very fevere *.

If T could have made more Way, I fheuld have found
every Day afenfible Decreafe of the Cold ; but we muft
navigate the Miffifippi with Prudence. We donot rea-
dily hazard ourfelves upon it in Canoes of Bark, becaufe
the River always bringing down a great Number of
Trees, which fall from it’s Sides, or which are brought
into it by the Rivers it receives 5 many of thefe Trees
are flopt in pafling by aPcint, or on aSheal 5 fo that
every Moment one is expofed to run upon a Branch or
againft a Root hidden under the Water, and there needs
no more to {plit thefe brittle Carriages ; efpecially when
to {hun an Enemy’s Party, and for any other Reafon, we
proceed in the Night, and {ci out before Day.

Therefore one is obliged to ufe Pettiaugres inftead of
Canoes of Bark, that is to fay, Trunksof Trees made
hotlow, which are not fubjeft to the fame inconvenien-
ces, but which are very clumfy, and are not managed as
we pleafe. I am in one which 1s made of a Walnut-Tree,
fo narrow that it will rot beara Sail 5 and my Conduétors
accuftomed to the little Paddles, which they ufe in the
Canoes, find it difficult to manage the Oars. Add to
this, if the Wind is alittle trefh, the Water comes into
the Pettiaugre, and this {rcquently happens at this Seafon
of the Year.

It was the tenth of November, at Sun-fet, thatl em-
barked on the little River of Kaffufyuias; 1 had but two
Lieagues to the A4/ pps, neverthelofs T was ob:liged to
encamp at about halt Way, and the next Day 1 could
make but fix Leagues on the River. The | eaves fall
fooner in this Country tham in France, and new ones do
not appear till the End of A7y 5 und yet it very feldom
fnows here, and I have already obferved that the Winters
krere are generally very mild.  What ihen can be the

Vor. 1L N Reafon

* 'This lafted two Months.
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Reafon of this Backwardnefs ? I can fee nio other than the
‘Thicknefs of the Forefts, which hinders the Earth from
being fo foon warmed, to make the Sap rife.

The 12th, after having gone two Leagues, I left Cape
St. Anthony on the left Hand. It is here that we begin to
fee Canes or Reeds: They are much like thofe which
grow in many Places of Europe, but they are higher and
ftronger. Itis faid that they are never feen butin a good
Soil ; but the Lands where they grow muft be moift, and
of Confequence fitter for Rice than Wheat. They do
not take the Pains to pull them up, when they would
clear the Land where they grow ; and indeed it would
not be very eafy to do it, their knotty Roots being very
long, and joined together by a great Number of Fila-
m:nts, which extend a great Way. Thefe Roots have
naturally a pretty fine Polith, and come near to thofe of
the Bamboos of Fapan; of which they make the fine
Canzs which the Duteh fell by the Name of Rettangs.

They content themfelves therefore when they would
cultivate a Ficld covered with thefe Reeds, to cut them
down at the Foot ; and then leave them to dry, and af-
terwards burn them: The Afhes ferve them for Manure,
and the Fire opens the Pores of the Earth, which they
ftir lightly, and then fow what they pleafe ; Rice, Maiz,
Water-Melons, in a Word all Sorts of Grain and Pulfe,
except Wheat, which in thefe rich Soils fhoots into
Straw and produces no Ears.  This Defett might be re-
medied by throwing Sand on this Soil, and by fowing Maiz
on it for fome Years.

As for thehigh Grounds, and others, which are not ex-
pofed to the Inundations of the River, they are very fit at
prefent to bear Wheat, and if the Trials which they have
made in fome Places have not fucceeded, becautfe the Grain
grew fmutty, it was becaufe the Country not being open
enough, the Air is too much confined to difperfe the Mifts
that breed the Smut. ‘The Proof of this is, that among
the [llinsis, where there are more Meadows than Woods,
Wheat grows up and ripens as well as in France.

‘The
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The 13th, after a very hot Night, we went about
three Leagues in Spite of a South Wind, which was con-
tinually blowing ftronger and ftronger, and which became
at laft fo violent, that it obliged us to ftop. A great Rain
made it fall in the Evening, and about Midnight there
arofe a North Weft Wind, which began the extreme Cold
1 have mentioned. To compleat our ill Luck, an Acci-
dent ftopt us all the next Day, though it was not fafe for
us to remain where we were. It 1s not long fince that
the Cherokees killed forty Frenchmen here, at whole Head
was a Son of M. de Ramezai, Governor of Montreal; and
one of the Baron de Longueuil’s, the King’s Lieutenant
for the fame Town. Befides thefe Savages, who are not
yet reconciled to us, the Outagamis, the Sioux, and the
Chicachas, kept us in great Uneafinefs, and I had with
me only three Men.

‘The 15th, the Wind changed to the North, and the
Cold encreafed. We went four Leagues to the South,
then we found that the River turned tour Leagues to the
North. Immediately after this Reach, we palled on the
Left by the fine River Ouabache (Wabache.) by which
one may go quite up to the lroguois, when the Waters
are high. Its Entrance into the Miffiippi is little lefs
than a Quarter of a League wide. 'There is no Place in
Louifiana more fit, in my Opinion, for a Seitlement than
this, nor where it is of more Confequence to have one.
All the Country that is watered by the Ouabache, and
by the Obio that runs into it, is very fruitful: It con-
filts of valt Meadows, well watered, where the wild Buf-
faloes feed by Thoufands. Furthermore, the Communi-
cation with Canadais as ealy as by the River of the ///i-
nois, and the Way much fhorter. A Fort, with a good
Garrifon, would keep the Savages in Awe, efpecially the
Cherokees, who are at prefent the moft numerous Nation
of this Continent.

Six Leagues below the Mouth of the Ouabacke, we
find on the fame Side, a very high Coatt, on which they
fay there are Iron Mines. We wenta great Way ths

. M 2 Day,
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Day, which was the 16th ; but we fuffered ‘much by the
Cold : It fiilll encreafed the following Days, though the
‘Wind was changed to South South Weft. We were alfo
obliged to break the Ice, though it was indeed but thin,
to get forward.  "The 19th, we went four Leagues, after
which a South Wind ftopt us thort. I never felta North
Faft Wind tharper than this from the South. Tt is very
probable, that it was ftill the North Eatt Wind that blew,
but which the Land refleGed fometimes one Way, and
fometimes another, as we turned with the River.

We meet on this Route with a Kind of wild Cats, called
Pijoix, which are very much like our’s, but larger. I ob-
ferved {ome that had fhorter Tails, and others that had
much longer, and bigger : They alfo look very wild, and
I am affured, that they are very carnivorous and good
Hunters. 'The Forefts are fult of Walnut-"Trees, like thofe
of Canada,and their Roots have feveral Properties, which
I have not heard remarked of the others. They are very
foft, and their Bark dyes a black Colour ; but their prin-
cipal Ufe s for Phyfic. They ftop the Flux of the Belly,
and are an excellent Emetic.

The twentieth it fnowed all Day, and we never ftirred :
The Weather grew milder, but the next Night the South
Weft Wind cleared the Sky, and the Cold began again
with the greateft Severity. The next Morning fome
Brandy, which we had left all Night in the Pettiaugre
was found thick like frozen Oil'; and fome Spanifh Wine
which T had for the Mafs was frozen. 'The farther we
went down it, the more we found that the River winded ;
the Wind followed all thefe Turnings, and which Way
foever it came the Cold was ftill exceflive, They had

never knmyn any Thing liks 1t in this Country in the
Memorv of Man. i

The fame Day we rerceived on the right Side of the
River 2 Poft fet up: \Ve went near it, and we found it
was a I\;Tonument fet up by the lllinsis, for an Fxpedition
they had lately made againtt the Chicachas.  There were

twe
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two Figures of Men without Heads, and fome entire,
The firt denoted the Dead, and the fecond the Prifoners.
One of my Condudtors told me on this Oceafion, that
when there are any French among either, they fet their
Arms a-kimbo, or their Hands upon their Hips, to diftin-
guith them from the Savages, whom they reprefent with
their Arms hanging down. This Diftinétion is not pure-
ly arbitrary ;5 1t proceeds from thefe People having ob-
ferved that the French often put themfelves in this Pof-
ture, which is not ufed among them.

Garcilaflo de la Vega (peaks of the Chicachas in his
Hiftory of the Conqueft of Florida, and places them near-
ly in the fame Place where they are at prefent, He
reckons them among the People of Florida who fubmitted
to the Spaniards : But this pretended Submiffion lafted no
longer than the Spaniards continued in their Neighbour-
hood ; and it is certain that the Spaniards bought the Vic-
tory dear which they gained over them. They are {lill the
braveft Scldiers of Lowiftana. 'They were much more
numerous in the Time ot Ferdinand de Soto than they are
at prefent; but for the Riches, which this Hiftorian gives
them, Ido not eafily conceive neither from whence they
could get them, nor what could dry up the Source from
whence they derived them; for they are now neither
more wealthy, mnor lels favage, than thgir Neighbour
Nations.

It was our Alliance with the [linois, which fet us at
War with the Chicachas, and the Englifb of Curslina blow
up the Fire. Our Settlement in Louifiana makes them
very uneafy : Itisa Barrier, which we fet bctween their
powerful Colonies of Novth America and Mexico, and we
muft exped they will employ alt Sorts of Means to breik
it.  The Spaniards, who are lo jealous of feeing us forti-
fy ourfelves in this Country, arc not yet fenfible of the
Importance of the Service we do them. A few Days
after I had pafled by the Plicc where we faw the Poii of
the Jilinots, the Chicackas had their Revenge on two
Frenchmen, who followed me in a Pettivugre. Thele

M3 Savages
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Savages lay in Ambufh in the Reeds, by the Side of the
River, and when they faw the Frenchmen over againft
them, they moved the Reeds, without difcovering them-
felves; the Frenchmen thought that it was a Bear, or
fome other Beaft, and they approached, thinking to kill
it ; but the Moment they prepared to land, the Chicachas
fired upon them, and laid them dead in their Pettiaugre.
T was very fortunate in not being feen by them, for my
People would lofe no Opportunity of going after Game.

The 23d, aftera very cold Night, we had a very fine
Day; for though the Earth was covered with Snow, the
Cold was to be borne. The next Day we pafled before
the Mouth of the River of the Chicachas, which is but
narrow, but it comes a great Way. Its mouth is North
and South. They reckon trom thence to the Kafkafguias
cighty fix Leagues; but the Way would not be half fo
much by Land. Nothing would be more pleafant than
this Navigation, if the Seafon was milder: The Coun-
try is charming, and in the Forefts there are a Number
of Trees always green; the few Meadows we meet with,
alfo preferve their Verdure, and a confiderable Number
of Iflands well wooded, fome of which are pretty large,
form very agreeable Canals, where the largeft Ships may
pals: For they fay, that at above a hundred and fifty
Lieagues from the Sea, they find in this River even to
fixty Fathom Water.

As to what concerns the Forefts, which cover almoft
all ihis great Country, there are perhaps none in the
Woild that are comparable to them, if we confider either
the Bignefs and Height of the Trees, or the Variety, and
the Ufes that may be made of them ; for, excepting VW oods
for dying, which require 2 warmer Sun, and which are
found only between the Tropicks, we cannot fay that
there is any Kind of Wood wanting here. There are
‘Woods of Cyprefs that extend eight or ten Leagues. All
the Cyprefs Trees here are of a Bignefs proportionable
to their Height, which-exceeds that of the Higheft Trees
 France.  We begin to be acquainted in Ewrope with

that
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that Species of Ever-Green Laurel, which we call the
Tulip Tree, from the Shape of its Flowers. It grow
higher than our Horfe-Chefnut Trees, and has a finer
Leaf. 'The Copalme is ftill bigger and higher, and there
diftills from it a Balfam, which perhaps: is not much in-
ferior to that of Peru. All the known Species of Wal-
nuts are here very numerous, and alfo all the Woods that
are fit for Building, and the Carpenter’s Ufe, that can be
defired: But in ufing them, Care muft be taken not to
fix upon thofe which grow on the Side of the River, nor
where the Inundation of the River reaches, becaufe
having their Roots continually in the Water, they will
be too heavy, and will foon rot.

At length, I arrived Yefterday, December the 2d, at
the firft Village of the Akanfas, or dkanfeas, about ten
in the Morning. This Village is built mn a httle Mea-
dow, on the Weft Side of the M;fifippi. There are
three others in the Space of eight Leagues, and each
miakes a Nation, or particular Tribe: There is alfo one
of the four which unites two Tribes; but they are all
comprifed under the Name of Akanfas. 'They call the
Savages which inhabit the Village from whence T write,
Ouyapes. 'The Weltern Company have a Magazine here
which expeéts fome Merchandizes, and a Clerk, who
fares but poorly in the mean Time, and who is heartily
weary of living here.

The River of the Akanfas, which they fay comes a great
Way, runs into the Miffifigpi by two Channels, four
Leagues diftant from each other. The firft is eight
Leagues from hence. This River comes, as they fay,
from the Country of certain Savages, whom they call
the Black Panis, and I think they arc the fame which are
more commonly known by the Name of Panis Ricaras.
1 have with me a Slave of this Nation. One goes up the
River of the Akanfas with Difficulty, becaufe there zre
many Falls or Torrents in it, and in many Places the
Waters are often {o low, that there is a Necefliiy to
tow the Petiaugres,

M 4 The
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The Separaticn of its two Branches is made at feven
Leagnes «.ove the fecond, and the fmalleft of its two
Moutus, &t cnly at two Leagues above the firft. Tt
reczives 2 fuz River that comes from the Country of the
O/ ver, ead which they call La Riviere blanchpe (the
wiire River). Two Leagues higher are the Torimas,
wnvi the Tspingas, who make but one Village. Two
weagues higher are the Sothouis.  The Cappas are a lit-
t'; fariher. This Nation was very numerous n the Time
"ot Ferdinand de Soto, and cven when M. de Iz Sale finithed
the Difcovery of the Miffifippi. Over againft their Vil-
lage, we fec the fad Ruins of Mr. Law’s Grant, of
which the Company renmin the Proprietors.

It was here that the nine thoufand Germans were to be
fent, which were raifed in the Palatinate, and it is a great
Pity they never came here. There is not perhaps 1n all
Louifiana a Country more ft, after that of the Llinoiy,
to produce all Sorts of Graiw, and to feed Cattle. But
Mr. Law was ill-ufed, as well as the greateft Part of the
other Grantees. It is very probable, that in a long Time
they will nor again make the like Levies of Men; they
have Need of them in the Kingdom, and indeed it is
pretty common among us to {quare our Meafures accord-
ing to the Succefs of fuch Enterprizes, inftead of obfery-
ing what their Milcarriage was owing to, in order to cor-
reét what was before done amifs.

Ifound the Village of the Ouyapes, in the greateft De-
folation.  Not long fince, a Frenchman pafling this Way
was attacked with the Small-Pox: The Diftemper was
communicated prefently to fome Savages, and foon after
to the whole Village. "The Burying-Place appears like a
Foreft of Poles and Pofts newly fetup, and on which there

hang all Manner of Things: There s every Thing
which the Savages ufe.

Uhad fet up my Tent pretty near the Village, and all
the Night | heard weeping 5 the Men do this as well as

the



NORTH-AMERICA. 185

the Women : They repeated without ceafing Nibabani, as
the Illinois do, and in the fame Tone. 1 alfo faw in the
Evening a Woman, who wept over the Grave of her
Son, and who poured upon it a great Quantity of Saga-
mitty. Another had made a Fire by a neighbouring
‘Tomb, in all Appearance to warm the Dead. The
Akanfas are teckoned to be the talleft "and beft thaped
of all the Savages of this Continent, and they are called
by Way of Diftinttion the fine Men. It 1s thought,
and perhaps for this Reafon, that they have the fame
Origin as the Canfez of the Miffouri, and the Poutcoua-
tamis of Canada. But my Pettiaugre is loaded, and 1

have only Time to clole my Letter, after having aflured
you, that

Iam, &c.

LETTLR
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LETTER XXX

the N urz. Deforip-

the AxANsAS 1o the NATCHE eforie

N 02;26’}’ o;’;o/;ng Country : Of the River of the X A.\c ovs: E(;; f
the Manners, Cuftoms, and Religion of the N ATCHEZ.

Mapam At the NaTcHrz, Des 25,
b

2d of December fomething late from the
I eﬁﬁgeighfhje Ouyapes; neverthelefs I went to en-
camp a little below the firft Mouth of the River of the
Akanfas, which appeared to me to be a: mo% -but five
hundred Paces wide. The next Day I paffed by tqh_e) 1€~
¢ond, which is very narrow, and the sth we futhed on
to La Point coupée (the Point cut 57.) This was 2 pre:ty
high Point, which advanced into the River on the Weit
Side: The River has cut it off, and made it an Ifland,
but the new Channel is not yet paffable, butinthe Time
of the Floods. 'They reckon from this Place 10 the prin-
cipal Branch of the River of thg: A’h_zrg[gr twenty-two
Leagues, but it is not perhaps ten in a ftraich: Line; for
the River winds much in the feverty Leagues we make to
go from the Village of the Ou;az¢: to tnc River of the
Yafous or Yachoux, which I entered the g:z in the After-
noon. It has not {nowed here, asin the Country of the
Ilinois, and at the River Ouybacbe, but there has fallen 2
hoar Froft, which has broke all the tender Trees, with
which the low Points and the wet L- s

. are covered ;
one would think that fome one had broken all ther
Branches with a Stick,

The Entrance of the

River of the Yafous 1s Neov
Weft, and South Wet,

and is about a hupdred Pcroke-

Wile
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wide: Tts Waters are reddith, and they fay, they give
the Bloody-Flux to thofe who drink them: And befides
this, the Air is very unwholefome. I was obliged to go
up it three Leagues to get to the Fort, which I found all
in Mourning for the Death of M. Bizart, who command-
ed here. Every where that I met with any Frenchmen in
Loutfiana, I had heard very high Elogiums of this Officer,
who was born in Canada: His Father was a Swifs, and a
Major at Montreal. At the Yafous they told me extraor-
dinary Things of his Religion, his Piety, and his Zeal,
of which he was the Vi&tim. Every Body regretted him
as their Father, and every one agrees, that this Colony in
lofing him has had an irreparable Lofs.

He had chofen a bad Situation for his Fort, and he was
preparing, when he died, to remove it a League higher
m a very fine Meadow, where the Air is more healthy,
and where there is a Village of Yafous, mixed with Couroas
and Ofogoulas, which altogether may have at moft two
hundred Men fit to bear Arms. We live pretty well
with them, but do not put too much Confidence in them,
on Account of the Conneétions which the Yafous have al-

ways had with the Englifh.

There are many Caimans in this River, and I faw two,
which were at leaft from twelve to fifteen Feet long.
‘We hear them feldom but in the Night, and their Cry
fo much refembles the Bellowing of Bulls, that it deceives
one. Our French People nevertbelefs bathe in it as freely
as they would in the Seine.  AsI declared my Surprife at
it, they replied, that there was no Caufe to fear; that
indeed when they were in the Water, they faw them-
felves almoft always furrounded with Caimans, but
they never came near them, that they feemed only to
watch to feize upon them at the Moment of their coming
out of the River; and that then to drive them away, they
ftirred the Water with a Stick, which they always had the
Precaution to carry with them, and that this made thefe
Animals run away far enough to give them Time to get
out of Danger.

~ The Company brs in this Poft a Mazazine of Fxpe&ta-
tion, as at the 4i.~/as; but the Fort and the Land be-
long
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long to a Society compofed of M. I Blanc, Secretary of
State, of M. /- Comte de Belle-Ifle, of M. le Marquis &’ Af-
feld, and M. e Blond, Brigadier Engineer. Thelaft is
in the Colony with the Title of Dirc&lor General of the
Company. I can fee no Reafon why they chofe the Ri-
ver of the J'efous for the Place of their Grant.  There
was certzinly Choice of better Lands, and a better Situ-
ation. It is true, that it is of Importance to fecure this
River, the Source of which is not far from Cardlina
but a Fort with a good Garrifon to keep under the Yafous,
who are Allies to the Chicachas, would be fufficient for
that Purpofe. It is not the Way to fettle a Colony on 2
folid Foundation, to be obliged always to be on their-
Guard againft the Savages who are Neighbours of the
Englifh.

I departed from the 2afous the 1oth; and the 15th,
had it not been for a Natché Savage, who had afked his
Paffage of me to return home, I had been loft in a Gulf,
which none of my Conduétors knew, and which one
does not difcover till one s fo far engaged in it, that it
is impoflible to get out. It 1s on the Left Hand, at the
Foot of a great Cape, where they afhirm there is a Quar-
1y of very good Stone: This is what they are moft afraid
of wanting i this Colony ; but in Recompence, they may
make as many Bricks as they pleafe.

The 15th we arrived at the Natchez. This Canton,
the fineft, the moft {ertile, and the moft populnus of all
Louifiana, 1s forty Leagues diftant from the iafous, and
on the fame Hand., The Landing Place is over-zgain{t a
pretty high Hill, and very fteep; ar the Foot of which
runs a little Brook, that can reccive only Boats and Pet-
tiaugres. From this firll Fill we afcend a fecond fmaller
one, and nnt {o fteep, at the Top of which they have
built a Kind of Redoubt, inclofed with a iingle Palifade.
They have given this Intrenchment the ame of a Fort.

Several little Hills rife above this Hill, and when we
have pafled them, we fec on cvery Side great Meadows,
divided by little Clumps of ‘i'recs, which have a very
fine Etictt.  The Trecs moft common in thefe Woods
are the Walnut and the Ouk; and all about th= Lands

arce
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are excellent. ‘The late M. &’ Iberville, who was the
firft that entered the Miffifippi by its Mouth, being come
as high as the Natchez, found this country fo charming,
and fo advantageoufly fituated, that he thought he could
find no better Situation for the Metropolis of the new
Colony. He traced out the Plan of it, and intended to
call it Rofalie, which was the Name of Madam, the
Chancellor’s Lady of Pontchartrain. But this Projeét is
not likely to be foon executed, though our Geographers
have always roundly fet down in their Maps, the Town of
Rofalie at the Natchez.

It is certain that we muft begin by a Settlement nearer
the Sea : But if Louifiana ever becomes a flourifhing Colo-
ny, as may very well happen, I am of Opinion that they
cannot find a better Situation for the Capital than in this
Place. It is not fubjeét to the Inundation of the River,
the Air is pure, and the Country very extenfive, the Soil
is fit for every Thing, and well watered, it is not too far
from the Sea, and nothing hinders Ships from coming
hither. Laftly, it is near all the Places where, according
to Appearance, there is any Defign to make Settlements.
The Company have a Ware-houfe, and keep a Clerk
here, who has not as yet much Employment.

Among a great Number of particular Grants, which
are already in a Condition of producing fomething, there
are two of the firft Magnitude; ¢hat is to fay, four
Leagues fquare: One belongs to 4 Society of §t. Malo,
who bought it of M. Hubert, governing Commiffary,
and Prefident of the Council of Louifiana : The other be-
longs to the Company, who have fent hither fome Work-
men from Clerac to make Tobacco here. Thefe two
Grants are fo fituated, that they make an exa& Trian-
gle with the Fort, and the Diftance of one Angle from
the other is a League. Half Way between the two Grants,
1s the great Village of the Natchez. 1 have carefully
vificed all thefe Places: And here follows an Account of
what I found moft remarkable.

The Grant of the Maloins is well fitnated ; it wants
naothing to make an Improvement of the Land but Ne-
groes,
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groes, or hired Servants. I fhould prefer the laft: When
the Time of their Service is expired, they become Inha-
bitants, and encreafe the Number of the King’s natural
Subjeéts ; whereas the firft are always Strangers: And
who can be affured, that by continually encreafing in
our Colonies, they will not one Day become formidable
Enemies ? Can we depend upon Slaves, who are only at-
tached to us by Fear, and for whom the very Land
where they are born has not the dear Name of Mother
Country?

‘The firft Night I lay in this Habitation, there was a
zreat Alarm about Night. Tenquired the Caufe of it,
and they told me that there was in the Neighbourhood a
Beaft of an unknown Species, of a monftrous Size, and
the Cry of which refembled no Animal that we knew.
Howeverno Perfon affirmed that he had feen it, and they
only guefled at its Size by its Strength. It had already
carried off fome Sheep and Calves, and Lilled fome Cows.
I faid to thofe who told me this Story, that a mad Wolt
might have done all this; and as to the Cry, People
were miftaken every Day. I could bring no Body to be
of my Opinion ; they would have it, that it was a mon-
ftrous Beaft: They had juft then heard t, and they ran
out armed with the firt Thing they could find, but all tc
no Purpole.

The Grant of the Company is {till more advantage.
oufly fituated than that of the Malsins. The {fame River
waters both, and afterwards difcharges itfelr into the Ai/-
Sifippi, two Leagues from the Grant of the Maloins, tc
which a magnificent Cyprefs “Vood, of {ix Leagues Ex-
tent, makes a Screen, that covers all the back Parts. To-
bacco has fucceeded very well here, but the Workmer
of Clerac are almoft all returned to France.

I faw in the Garden of the Sieur /e Noir, chief Clerk
very fine Cotton on the Tree, and a little lower we be-
gin to {ee fome wild Indigo. They have not yet made
Trial of it; but itis very likely that it will turn outa
well as that they found in the Hland of St Domingo
which is as much efteemed there as that which is brough

fron
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from other Places. And furthermore, Experience teaches
us that the Soil which naturally produces Indigo, is very
fit to bear any foreign Sort that one chufes to fow i,g it.

"The great Village of the Natchez is at prefent reduced
to a very few Cabins. The Reafon which I heard for it
is, that the Savages, from whom the great Chief hasa
Right to take all they have, get as far from him as they
can; and therefore roany Villages of this Nation have
been formed at fome Diftance from this. The Troux,
their Allies and our’s, have alfo fettled a Village in their
Neighbourhood.

"The Cabins of the great Village of the Natchez, the
only one I faw, are in the Shape of a fquare Pavillion,
very low and without Windows; the Top is rounded
much like an Oven: The greateft Part are covered with
the Leaves and Stalks of Maiz; fome are built of Clay
mixed with cut Straw, which feemed to me to be tolera-
bly ftrong, and which were covered within and withont
with very thin Mats. "That of the great Chief is very
neatly plaftered in the Infide : Itis alfo larger and higher
than the reft, placed on a Spot fomething elevated, and
ftands alone, no other Building adjoining to it on any
Side. It fronts the North, with a large open Place be-
fore it, which is not of the moft regular Figure. All
the Furniture I found in it was a narrow Couch of Boards,
raifed about two or three Feet from the Ground. Pro-
bably when the Great Chief wants to lic down, he fpreads
a Mat upon it, or fome Skin.

There was not a Soul in the Village: All the Pepple
were gone to a neighbouring Village, where there was
a Feaft, and all the Doors were open; but there was no-
thing to fear from Thieves, for there was nothing to be
feen any where but the bare Walls. Thefe Cabins have
no Vent for the Simoke, neverthelefs, all thofe which I
cntered, were white enough.  The Temple is very near
the Great Chiet’s Cabin, turned towards the Eaft, and
at the End of the open Place. It is compofed of the fame
Materials as the Cabins, but its Shape is different 3 itis a
long Square, about forty Feet by twenty wide, with a

common
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commmon Roof, in Shape like our’s. At the two Iinds there
is the Likenefs of two Weather-cocks of Wood, which
reprefent very indifferently two Eagles.

The Door is in the midft of the Length of the Build-
ing, which has no other Opening: On each Side there
are Benches of Stones. The Infide anfwers perfeCtly
this ruftick Outfide. 'Three Pieces of Wood, which
touch at the Ends, and which are placed ina Triangle, or
rather equally diftant from each other, take up almoft all
the Midft of the Temple. Thefe Pieces are on Fire, and
burn flowly. A Savage, whom they call the Keeper of
the Temple, is obliged to tend the Fire, and prevent
its going out. If it is cold, he may have his Fire apart,
but he is not allowed to warm himfelf at that which burns
in Honour of the Sun. This Keeper was alfo at the Feaft,
at leaft I faw him not; and his Brands made fuch a Smoke
that it blinded us.

As to Ornaments, I faw none, nor abfolutely any Thing
that could make me know that I was ina Temple. I faw
only three or four Chefts placed irregularly, in which
there were fome dry Bones, and upon the Ground fome
wooden Heads, a little better wrought than the two Ea-
gles on the Roof. In fhort, if T had not found a Fire
here, I fhould have thought that this Temple had been
a long Time abandoned, or that it had been plundered.
Thofe Cones wrapped up in Skins, which fome Relations
fpeak of ; thofe Bodies of the Chiefs ranged in a Circle in
a round Temple, terminating in a Kind of Dome ; that
Altar, &¢c. 1 faw nothing of all this. If Things were
thus in Times paft, they are very much changed fince.

Perhaps alfo, for we ought to condemn no Body, but
when there is no Way to excufe them; perhaps, I fay,
that the Neighbourheod of the French made the Nutchez
fear that the Bodies of their Chiefs, and every Thing that
was moft precious in their Temple, were in fome Dan-
ger, if they did not convey them to another Place; and
that the little Attention they have at prefent to guard this
Temple, proceeds from its being deprived of what it con-
tained moft facred in the Opinion of thefe People. 1. is
true, notwithftanding, that againlt the Wall, over-againit

Vor. IL N tie
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the Door, there was a 'T'able, the Dimenfions of which
I did not take the Pains to meafure, becaufe I did not fuf-
pect it to be an Altar. I have been aflured fince, that it
is three Feet high, five long, and four wide.

I have been further informed that they make alittle
Fire on it with the Bark of Oak, and that it never goes
out ; which 1s falfe, for there was then no Fire on it, nor
- any Appearance of there ever having been any made.
They fay alfo, that four old Men lay by Turns in the
Temple, to keep in this Fire ; that he who is on Duty,
muft not go out for the eight Days of his Watch ; that
they carefully take the burning Afhes of the Pieces that
burn in the midft of the Temple, to put upon the Altar;
that twelve Men are kept to furnith the Bark ; that there
are Marmofets of Wood, and a Figure of a Rattle-Snake
likewife of Wood, which they fet upon the Altar, and to
which they pay great Honours. 'That when the Chief
dies, they bury him direétly ; that when they judge his
Fleth is confumed, the Keeper of the Temple takes the
Bones up, wafhes them clean, wraps them in whatever
they have moft valuable, and puts them in great Bafkets
made of Canes, which thut very clofe; that he co-
vers thefe DBafkets with Skins of Roe-Bucks very neatly,
and places them before the Altar, where they remain till
the Death of the reigning Chief ; that then he enclofes

thefe Bones in the Altar itfelf, to make Room for the
faft dead.

I can fay nothing on this laft Article, only that I faw
fome Bones in one or two Chefts, but they made not half
2 Human Body : that they appear to be very old, and thae
they were not on the Table which they fay is the Altar.
As to the other Articles, 1ft. AsI was in the "Temple
only by Day, I know not what paffcs in it at Night. 2d,
There was no Keeper in the Temple whenl vifited ir.
I very well faw, asI faid before, that there were fome

Marmofets, or grotefque Figures; but I obferved no Fi-
gure of a Serpent.

As to whatThave feenin fome Relations, that this
Temple is hung with Tapeftry, and fhe Floor covered
with:
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with Cane Mats ; that they put in it whatever they have
that is handfomeft, and that they bring every Year hither
the firt Fruits of their Harveft, we muft certainly abate
a great deal of all this. I never faw any Thing more {lo-
venly and dirty, nor more in Diforder. The Billets burnt
upon the bare Ground ; and I faw no Matsonit, nomore
than on the Walls. M. le Noir, who was with me, only
told me that every Day they put a new Bilict on the Fire,
and that at the Beginning of every Moon they made a
Provifion for the whole Month. But he knew this only
by Report ; for it was the firft Time he had feen this
Temple, as well as myfelf.

As to what regards the Nation of the Natchez in general,
here follows what 1 could learn of it. We iee nothing in
their outward Appearance that diftinguithes them from
the other Savages of Cunada and Louifiana. 'They fel-
dom make War, not placing their Glory in defiroying
Men. What diftinguithes them more particularly, 1s the
Form of their Government, entirely defpotic ; a great
Dependence, which extends even toa Kind of Slavery,
in the Subje&ts ; more Pride and Grandeur in the Chiefs,
and their pacific Spirit, which, however, they have not
entirely preferved for fome Years paft,

The Hurons believe, as well as they, that their heredi-
tary Chiefs are defeended from the Sun; but there is not
one that would be his Servant, nor follow him into the
other World tfor the Honour of lerving him there, as it
eften happens among the Nutchez.

Garcilafflo de la Vega {peaks of this Nation as of a pow-
erful People, and about fix Ycars ago they reckened among
them four thoufand Warriors. It appears that they were
more numerous in the Time of M. de la Sule, and even
when M. d’lberville difcovered the Mouth of the Miffifip-
P At prefent the Natchoz cannot rail~ two thoufand
fighting Men. They attribute this Decreafe to fome con-
tagious Difeafes, which in thefe laft Years have made 2
great Ravage among them.

The Great Chief of the Natche= bears the Name of
THE SUN ; and it is always, as among the Hurons, the
2 Bon
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Son of the Woman, who is neareft related to him, that
fucceeds him. They give this Woman the Title of /s«
man Chief ; and though in general fhe does not meddle
with the Government, they pay her great Honours. She
has alfo, as well as the Great Chief, the Power of Life
and Death. As foon as any one has had the Misfortune
to difpleafe either of them, they order their Guards,
whom they call Allouez, to kill him. “ Go and rid me
¢ of that Dog,” fay they; and they are immediately
obeyed. 'Their Subjedts, and even the Chiefs of the
Villages, never approach them, but they falute them
three Times, fetting up a Cry, which is a Kind of Howl-
ing. ‘They do the fame when they retire, and they re-
tire walking backwards. When they meet them, they
muft ftop, and range themfelves on both Sides of the
Way, and make the fame Cries till they are gone paft.
Their Subje&s are alfo obliged to carry them the beft of
their Harveft, and of their Hunting and Fifhing. Lattly,
no Perfon, not even their neareft Relations, and thofe
who are of noble Families, when they have the Honour
to eat with them, have a Right to put their Hand to the
Dith, or to drink out of the fame Veflel.

Every Morning, as foon as the Sun appears, the Great
Chief comes to the Door of his Cabin, turns himfelf to
the Faft, and howls three Times, bowing down to the
Farth. Then they bring him a Calumet, which ferves
only for this Purpofe, he fmokes, and blows the {moke of
his Tobacco towards the Sun ; then he does the fame
‘Thing towards the other three Partsof the World. He
acknowledges no Superior but the Sun, from which he
pretends to derive his Origin. He exercifes an unlimited
Power over his Subjelts, can difpofe of their Goods and
Lives, and for whatever Labours he requires of them,
they cannot demand any Recompence.

‘When this Great Chief, or the Woman Chief dies,
all their Allouez, or Guards, are obliged to follow them
into the other World: But they are not the only Perfons
who have this Honour ; for {o it is reckoned among them,
and 1s greatly fought after. The Death of a Chief
fometimes cofls the Lives of more than a hundred Per-

fons ;3
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fons 3 and I have been affured that very few principal
Perfons of the Nafchez die, without being efcorted to the
Country of Souls by fome of their Relations, their Friends,
or their Servants. It appears by the various Relations
which I have feen of thefe horrible Ceremonies, that they
differ greatly. I fhall here defcribe the Obfequies of a
‘Woman-Chief, as I had it from a Traveller, who was a
Witnefs of them, and on whofe Sincerity I have good
Reafon to depend.

‘The Hufband of this Woman not being noble, #ha? is
0 fay, of the Family of the Great Chief, his eldeft Son
ftrangled him, according to Cuftom : Then they cleared
the Cabin of all it contained, and they ereéed in it a Kind
of Triumphal Car, in which the Body of the deceafed
Woman, and that of her Hufband, were placed. A Mo-
ment after they ranged round thefe Carcafles, twelve lit-
tle Children, which their Parents had ftrangled by Order
of the eldeft Daughter of the Woman-Chief, and who
fucceeded to the Dignity of her Mother. This being
done, they erefted in the public Place fourteen Scaffolds,
adorned with Branches of Trees, and Cloths on which
they had painted various Figures. Thefe Scaffolds were
defigned for as many Perfons, who were to accompany
the Woman-Chief into the other World. ‘Their Relati-
ons were all round them, and efteemed as a great Honour
for their Families the Permiffion that they had obtained
to facrifice themfelves in this Manner. They apply fome-
times ten Years before-hand to obtain this Favour ; and
the Perfons that have obtainedit, muft themfelves make
Cord with which they are to be ftrangled.

They appear on their Scaffolds dreffed in their richeft
Habits, holding in their Right Hand a great Shell. Their
neareft Relation is on their Right Hand, having under
his ‘Left Arm the Cord which 1s toferve for the Execu-
tion, and in his Right Hand a fighting Club. From
Time to Time their neareft Relation makes the Cry of
Death 5 and at this Cry the fourteen Victims deflcend
from their Scaffolds, and go and dance altogether in the
Middle of the opsn Place that is before the Teniple, and
before the Cabin of the Woman-Chief.

N 3 That
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That Day and the following ones they fhew them great
Refpelt : They have each five Servants, and their Faces
are painted red. Some add, that during the eight Days
that precede their Death, they wear ared Ribbon round
one of their Legs; and thatduring this Time, every Body
ftrives who fhall be the firft to feaft them. However that
may be, on the Occafion I am fpeaking of, the Fathers
and Mothers who had ftrangled their Children, took them
up in their Hands and ranged themfelves on both Sides the
Cabin : The fourteen Perfons, who were alfo deftined
to die, placed themfelves inthe fame Manner, and were
followed by the Relations and Friendsof the Deceafed,
all in Mourning ; that is fo fay, their Hair cut off : They
all made the Air refound with fuch frightful Cries, that
one would have faid that all the Devilsin Hell were come
to howl in the Place. 'This was followed by the Dances
of thofe who were to die, and by the Songs of the Rela-
tions of the Woman-Chief.

Atlaft they began the Proceffion. ’'The Fathers and
Mothers, who carried the dead Children, appeared the
firft, marching two and two, and came immediately be-
fore the Bier on which was the Body of the Woman-Chief,
which four Men carried on their Shoulders. All the o-
thers came after in the {ame Order as the firft. At eve-
1y ten Paces, the Fathers and Motherslet their Children
fall upon the Ground: Thefe who carried the Bier,
walked upon them, then turned quite round them; fo
that when the Proceflion arrived at the Temple, thefe
little Bodies were all in Pieces.

‘While they buried the Body of the Woman-Chief in
the Temple, they undrefled the fourteen Perfons who
were to die : They made them fit on the Ground before
the Door, cach having two Savages by him ; one of
wii: fat on his Knees, and the other held his Arms be-
hind. Then they put a Cord about his Neck, and covered
his riesd with a Roe-buck’s Skin : ‘They made him fwal-
low thice Pills of Tobacco, and drink a Glafs of Water;
and the Relations of the Woman-Chief drew the two
Ends of the Cord, finging, till he was firangled.  After

whick,
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*which, they threw all the Carcafles into the fame Pit,
which they covered with Earth.

When the Great Chief dies, if his Nurfe is living,
fhe muft die alfo. The French not being able to
hinder this Barbarity, have often obtained Leave to bap-
tize the young Children that were to be ftrangled ; and
who of Confequence did not accompany thofe, in whofe

Honour they were facrificed, in their pretended Para-
dife.

We know no Nation on this Continent, where the Fe-
male Sex are more irregular, than in this. They are even
forced by the Great Chief and his Subalterns to proftitute
themfelves to all Comers : Anda Woman, for being com-
mon, is not the lels efteemed. Although Polygamy is
permitted, and the Number of Women they may have is
unlimited, commonly e¢ach hasonly one, but he may put
her away when he pleafes; a Licence which few but the
Chiefs make Ufe of. The Women are pretty well
fhaped for Savages, and neat enough in their Drefs, and
in every Thing they do. The Daughters of the Noble
Families can marry none but obfcure Perfons ; but they
have a Right to turn away their Hufbands when they
pleafe, and to take another, provided there is no Relati-
onfhip between them.

If their Hufbands are unfaithful to them, they can or-
der them to be knocked on the Head, but they are not {fub-
je& to the fame Law themfelves. They may alfo have
as many Gallants as they think fit, and the Hufband is
not to take it amifs, Thisis a Privilege belonging to the
Blood of the Great Chief. The Hufband of any one of
thefe muflt ftand in the Prefence of his \Wife in a refpe&-
ful Pofture ; he does not eat with her ; he falutes her in
the fame Tone as her Domefticks. The only Privilege
which fuch a burthenfome Alliance procures him, is to
be exempt from Labour, and to have Authority over
thofe who ferve his Wife,

The Natchez have two War Chiefs, two Miaftersof

the Ceremonies for the Temple, two Officers to regulate
4 what
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what is done in T'reaties of Peace or War, one that ks
the Infpeftion of Works, and four others who are em-
ployed to order every Thing in the public Feafts. Itis
the Great Chief who appoints Perfons to thefe Offices,
and thofe who hold them are refpeéted and obeyed ashe
worlu 2¢ himfelf. The Harveft among the Natchez is
in cuismon.  The Great Chief fets the Day for it, and
calls the Village together. ‘Towards the Endof Fuly he
appoints another Day for the Beginning of a Fefhval,
whi-h lafts three Days, which are fpent in Sports and
Feafting.

Each private Perfon contributes fomething of his Huant-
ing, his Fithing, and his other Provifions, which confift
i1 Muiz, Beans, and Melons. The Great Chief and the
Woman Chief prefide at the Feaft, fitting in a Cabin raif-
¢d above the Ground, and covered with Boughs : They
are carried to it ina Litter, and the Great Chief holds in
his Hand a Kind of Sceptre, adorned with Feathers of
various Colours. All the Nobles are round him in a re-
fpeé&ttul Pofture. 'The laft Day the Great Chief makes a
Speech to the Aflembly: He exhorts every Body to be
exall in the Performance of their Duties, efpecially to
have a great Veneration for the Spirits which refide in the
Temple, and to be careful in inftruéting their Children.
If any onc has diftinguifhed himfelf by fome Aéion of
Note, he makes his Elogium. Twenty Years ago, the
Temple was reduced to Afthes by Lightning. Seven or
eight Women threw their Children into the midftof the
Flames to appeafe the Genii. The Great Chief imme-
diately fent for thefe Heroines, gave them publickly great
Praifes, and finithed his Difcourfe by exhorting the other
Women to follow their great Example on a like Occa-
fron. ’

The Fathers of Families never fail to bring fo the
Temple the firft Fruits of every Thing they gather ; and
they do the fame by all the Prefents that are made to the
Nation.  They expofe themat the Door of the Temple,
the Keeper of which, after having prefensed them to the
Spirits, carries them to the Great Chicf who diftributes
them to whom he pleafes. 'The Seeds are in like Manner

offered
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offered before the Temple with great Ceremony: But
the Offerings which are made there of Bread and Flour
every new Moon, are for the Ufe of the Keepers of the
Temple.

"The Marriages of the Natchez are very little different
from thofe of the Savages of Canada : 'The principal Dif-
ference we find in them confifts in that here the fu-
ture Spoufe begins by making, to the Relations of
the Woman, fuch Prefents as have been agreed upon ;
and that the Wedding is followed by a great Feaft. The
Reafon why there are few but the Chiefs who have feveral

ives, is, that as they can get their Fields cultivated by
the People without any Charge, their Wives are no Bur-
then to them. The Chiefs marry with lefs Ceremony
ftill than the others. Itis enough for them to give No-
tice to the Relations of the Woman o whom they have
caft their Eyes, that they place her in the Number of
their Wives. But they keep but one or two in their Ca-
bins ; the others remain with their Relations, where
their Hufbands vifit them when they pleafe. No Jealoufy
reigns in thefe Marriages : The Natchez lend one another
their Wives without any Difficulty ; and ’tis probably
from hence proceeds the Readinefs with which they part
with them to take others.

When a War Chief wants to levy a Party of Soldiers,
he plants, in a Place marked out for that Purpofe, two
T'rees adorned with Feathers, Arrows, and Fighting-
Clubs, all painted red, as well as the "T'rees, which are
alfo pricked on that Side which is towards the Place whi-
ther they intend to carry the War. Thofe who would
enlift, prefent themfelves to the Chief, well drefled, their
Faces fmeared with various Colours, and declare to him
the Defire they have to learn the Art of War under his
Orders; that they are difpofed to endure all the Fatigues
of War, and ready todie, if needful, for their Country.

When the Chief has got the Number of Soldiers that
the Expedition requires, which he intends to make, he
caufes a Drink to be prepared at his Cabin, which is called

the
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the Medicink of War. 'This is a Vomit made with a Root
boiled in Water : They give to each Man two Pots of it,
which they muft drink all at once, and which they throw
up again almoftasfoon as they have drank it, with moft
violent Retchings. Afterwards they labour in making the
neceflary Preparaticns ; and till the Day fettled for their
Departure, the Warriors meet every Evening and Morn-
itig in an open Place, where after much dancing, and tel-
ling their great Feats of War, every one fings his Song
of Death.- Thefe People are not lefs fuperftitious
about their Dreams, than the Savages of Canada : There
needs only a bad Omen to caufe them to return when
they are on a March,

‘The Warriors march with a great deal of Order, and
take great Precautions to encamp, and to rally. ‘They
often fend out Scouts, but they never fet Centinels at
Night : They put out all the Fires, they recommend
themfelves to the Spirits, and they {leep in Security, af-
ter the Chief has exhorted every one not to fnore too loud,
and to keep always their Arms near them in good Condi-
tion. ‘Their Idols are expofed on a Pole leaning towards
the Enemy, and all the Warriors, before they lie down,
pafs one after another, with their Fighting Clubs in their
Hands, before thefe pretended Deities: Tken they turn
towards the Enemy’s Country, and make great Threat-
nings, which the Wind often carries another Way.

It does not appear that the Nafchez exercife on their
Prifoners, during the March the Cruelties which are ufed
in Canada. When thefe Wretches are arrived at the
Great Village, they make them fing and dance feveral
Days together before the Temple. After which they are
delivered to the Relations of thofe who have been killed
during the Campaign. They on receiving them burft in-
to ‘Tears, then atter having wiped their Eyes with the
Scalps which the Warriors have brought home, they join
together to reward thofe who have made them the Prefent
of their Captives, whofe Fate is always to be burnt.

_ The Warriors change their Names as often as they
‘perform new Exploits: they receive them from the
antient
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antient War Chief, and thefe Names have always fome
Relation to the Aé&ion by which they have merited this
Diftin&tion. 'Thofe who for the firft Time have made a
Prifoner or taken off a Scalp, muft, for a Month, ab-
ftain from feeing their Wives, and from eating Flefh.
‘They imagine, that if they fthould fail in this, that the
Souls of thofe whom they have killed or’burnt, would
effeét their Death, or that the firft Wound they fhouid
receive would be mortal; or at leaft, that they fhould
never after gain any Advantage over their Enemies. 1If
the Great Chief, called THE SuN, commands his Sub-
je&ts in Perfon, they take great Care that he thould not
expofe himfelf too much; lefs perhaps through Zeal for
his Prefervation, than becaufe the other War Chiefs, and
the Heads of the Party would be put to Death for their
‘Want of Care in guarding him,

‘The Jugglers, or Dotors of the Nafchez, pretty much
refemble thofe of Canada, and treat their Patients much
after the fame Manner. ‘They are well paid when the
Patient recovers ; but if he happens to die, it often cofts
them their Lives. ‘Thereis in this Nation another fet of
Jugglers, who run no lefs Rifque than thefe Doé&tors.
They are certain lazy old Fellows, who, to maintain
their Families without being obliged to work, undertake
to procure Rain, or fine Weather, according as they are
wanted. About the Spring Time they make a Colle&ti-
on to buy of thefe pretended Magicians a favourable Sea-
fon for the Fruits of the Earth. If it is Rain they re-
quire, they fill their Mouths with Water, and with a
Reed, the End of which is pierced with feveral Holes,
like a Funnel, they blow into the Air, towards the Side
where they perceive fome Clouds, whillt holding their
Chichicoué 1n one Hand, and their Manitou in the other,
they play upon one, and hold the other up in the Air, in-
viting, by frightful Cries, the Clouds to water the Fields
of thofe who have fet them to Work.

If the Bufinefs is to obtain fine Weather, they mount
on the Roof of their Cabins, make Signs to the Clouds to
pafs away; and it the Clouds pals away, and are difper{-
ed, they dance and fing round about their ldels; then

they
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they fwallow the Smoke of Tobacco, and prefent their
Caluméts to the Sky. All the Time thefe Operations
laft, they obferve a {tri& Faft, and do nothing but dance
and fing. If they obtain what they have promifed, they
are well rewarded ; if they do not fucceed, they are put
to Death without Mercy. But they are not the fame
who undertake to procure Rain and fine Weather : The
Genius of one Perfon cannot, as they fay, give both.

Mourning among thefe Savages confifts in cutting off
their Hair, and in not painting their Faces, and in abfenting
themfelves from public Affemblies: But I know not how
long it lafts. T know not neither, whether they celebrate
the grand Fedival of the Dead, which I have before de-
fcribed. It appears as if in this Nation, where every Bo-
dy is in fome Sort the Slave of thofe who command, all
the Honours of the Dead are for thofe who do fo, efpeci-
ally for the Great Chief, and the Woman Chief.

Treaties of Peace and Alliances are made with great
Pomp, and the Great Chief on thefe Occafions always
fupports his Dignity like a true Sovereign. As foon as
he is informed of the Day of the Arrival of the Ambaffa-
dors, he gives his Orders to the Mafters of the Ceremo-
nies, for the Preparations for their Reception, and names
thofe who are by Turns to maintain thefe Envoys ; for it
is at the coft of his Subjeéls, that he defrays the Expences
of the Embaflage. ‘The Day of the Entry of the Ambai-
fadors, every one has his Place afligned him according to
his Rank ; and when the Ambafladors are come within
five hundred Paces of the Great Chief, they ftop, and fing
the Song of Peace.

Commonly the Embafly 1 compofed of thirty Men and
fix Women. Six of the beft Voices march at the Head
of this Train and fing aloud, the reft follow, and the
Chichicout ferves to regulate the Time. When the Great
Chief makes Signs to the Ambafladors to approach, they
renew their March: Thofle who carry the Calumet,
dance as they fing, and turn themfelves on every Side,
with many Motions, and make a great many Grimaces
and Contorfions. ‘They renew the fame ‘Tricks round

about
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about the Great Chief when they are come near him
then they rub him with their Calumet from Head to
Foot, and afterwards go and rejoin their Company.

Then they fill a Calumet with Tobacco, and holding
Tire in one Hand, they advance all together towards
the Great Chief, and prefent him the Cuumet lighted.
They fmoke with him, and blow towards the Sky the
firit Whiff of their Tobacco, the fecond towards the
Earth, and the third round about the Horizon. When
they have done this, they prefent their Calumets to the
Relations of the Great Chief, and the Subaltern Chiefs.
Then they go and rub with their Hands the Stomach of
the Great Chief, after which they rub themfelves all
over the Body; and laftly, they lay therr Culumets on
Forks over-againft the Great Chiet, and the Orator of
the Embafly begins his opcech, which lalls an Hour.

When he has finithed, they make Signs to the Ambaf-
fadors, who till now w.re ftanding, to fitdown on Benches
placed for them near the Great Chief, who an{wers their
Difcourfe, and fpeaks alfo a vhole Hour. Then a Mafter
of the Ceremonies hights a great Calumct of Peace, and
makes the Ambafladors fmoke in it, who {wallow the firft
Mouthful. Then the Great Chiet enquires after their
Health, and all thofe who are prefent at the Audience
make them the fame Compliment; then they condudk
them to the Cabin that is appointed for them, and where
they give them a great Fealt. The Lvening of the fame
Day the Great Chief makes them a Vifity but when
they know he is ready to do them this Honour, they go
to feek him, and carry him on their Shoulders to their
Lodging, and make him fit on a great Skin. One of
them places himfelf behind him, leans his Hands on his
Shoulders, and fhakes him a pretty long Time, whillt
the reft, fitting round on the Earth, fing their great Ac-
tions in the Wars,

Thefe Vifits are renewed every Morning and Evaning ;
but in the laft the Ceremonial varies. ‘The Ambaffadors
fet up a Poft in the mid{t of their Cabin, and fit all round
it: The Warriors who accompany the Great Chief, or

as



406 HISTORY or

as they call him, the Sun, dreffed in their fineft Robes,
dance, and one by one ftrike the Poft, and relate their
braveft Feats of Arms; after which they make Prefents
to the Ambaffadors. 'The next Day they are permitted
for the firft Time to walk about the Village, and every
Night they make them Entertainments, which confift on-
ly in Dances. When they are on their Departure, the
Mafter of the Ceremonies fupplies them with all the Pro-
vifions they may want for their Journey, and this is al-
ways at the Expence of private Perfons.

"The greateft Part of the Nations of Louifiana had for-
merly their Temples, as well as the Naschez, and in all
thefe Temples there was a perpetual Fire. It feems al-
fo probable, that the Maubilens had over all the People
of this Part of Florida, a Kind of Primacy of Religions
for it was at their Fire they were obliged to kindle THAT,
which by Negligence or Accident had been fuffered to go
out. But at prefent the Temple of the Natchez is the
only one that {ubfifts, and it is held in great Veneration
among all the Savages which inhabit this vaft Continent,
the Decreafe of which Nation is as confiderable, and has
been fhill more fudden, than that of the Savages of Cana-
da, without its being poffible to difcover the true Caule
of it. 'Whole Nations have entirely difappeared within
forty Years at moft. Thofle which are ftill {ubfifting,
are but the Shadow of what they were when M. de /s
Sale difcovered this Country. I take my Leave of you,
Madam, for Reafons which I fhall have the Honour so
explain to you faop,

I am, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER XXXIL

L

Sourney from the NaTcurz to NEw ORLEANS.  De-
Seription of the Country, and of feveral Villaze. of the
SAvAGEs, and of the Capital of LioUisTaNA,

Mapaw, New Orreans, Fan. 10.

Am at length arrived in this famous City, which they
have called /o nouvelle Grieans. Thofe who have
given it this Narge, thought that Osleans was ot the fe-

minine Gender: But what fignihes that P Cultom has
eftablifhed it, and that is above the Rules of Graramur.

This City is the firft, which one of the greateft Rivers
in the World has feen raifed on its Panks. If the eight
Hundred fine Houfes, and the five Parithes, which the
News-Papers gave it fome Time ago, are reduced at
prefent to an hundred Barracks, placed in no very great
Order ; to a great Storc-Houfe, built of Wood ; to two
or three Houles, which would be no Ornamert to a Vil-
lage of France; and to the half of a fory Store-Houfe,
which they agree to lend to the Lord of the Place, and
which he had no fooner taken Pofleflion of, but the
turned him out to dwell under a Tent; what Pleafure,
on the other Side, to fz¢ infen{ibly encreafing this future
Capital of a fine and vaft Country, and to be able to0 fay,
not with a Sigh, like the Hero of 77557/, fpeaking of his
dear native Place confumed by the Flames, and the Fields
where Troy Town had been *, but full of a well grounded
Hope, this wild and defert Place which the Reeds and

Trees

* Et Campos, ubi Troja fuit,
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Trees do yet almoft wholly cover, will be one Day, and
perhaps that Day is not far off, an opulent City, and the
Metropolis of a greatand rich Colony.

You will afk me, Madam, on what I found this Hope ?
1 found it on the Situation of this City, at thirty-three
Leagues from the Sea, and on the Side of a navigable Ri-
ver, that one may come up to this Place in twenty-four
Hours: On the Fruitfulnefs of the Soil; on the Mild-
nefs and Goodnefs of its Climate, in 36° North Latitude;
on the Induftry of its Inhabitants ; on the Neighbourhood
of Mexico, to which we may go in fifteen Days by Sea;
on that of the Hawvannah, which is ftill nearer; and of
the fineft Iflands of America, and of the Englifb Colonies.
Need there any Thing more to render a City flourifhing ?
Rome and Paris had not fuch confiderable Beginnings,
were not built under fuch happy Aufpices, and their
Founders did not find on the Seine and the Tyber the Ad-
vantages we have found on the Miffifippi, in Comparifon
of which, thofe two Riversare but little Brooks.
But beforeI undertake to mention what there is here
worthy yeur Curiofity, that I may proceed according to
Order, Ifhall take up my Journal again where I broke
it off,

I ftayed at the Natchez much longer than I expeéied,
and it was the abandoned Condition in which I found the
French, with Refpeé&t to fpiritual Aids, that kept me
there till after Chrifimas. The Dew of Heaven hath not
yet fallen on this fine Country, which above all others
may boaft of its Portion of the Fatnefs of the Earth. The
late M. d’Jberville had deftined a Fefuit * for this Purpofe,
who accompanied him 1n the fecond Voyage he made to
Losuifiana, with a Defign to eftablith Chriflianity ina Na-
tion, wiiofe Converfion, he made no Doubt, would be
followed by that of all the reft. But this Miflionary paf-
fing by the Village of the Bayagoulas, thought he found
there more favourable Difpofitions for Religion, and while
he was thinking to fix his Abode amongft them, he was
called to France by fuperior Orders,

After

& Father Pau! Du Ru.
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After this, an Ecclefiaftic of Cangda * was fent to the
Natchez, and remained there a pretty long Time, but he
made no Profelytes, though he had gained the good Gra-
ces of the Woman Chiet, who out of Refpet to him,
gave his Name to one of her Sons. This Miffionary having
been obliged to make a Journey to Maubille, was killed on
the Way by Savages, who probably only wanted his Bag-
gage, as it had happened before to another Prieft + on the
Side of the Akanfas. Sincethat Time all Louifrana, above
the I/linois, has remained without any Prieft, except the
Tonicas, who have had for feveral Yearsan Ecclefiaftic 1,
whom they loved and efteemed, and whom they would
have made their Chief, and who, notwithftanding, could
never perfuade one of thern to embrace Chriffianity.

But it is fomething prepofterous to think of taking
Meafures for the Converflion of Infidels, whilit the Hout-
hold even of the Faith are almoft all without Paftors. I
have already had the Honour of telling you, Madum,
that the Canton of the Natchez is the noft populous of
the Colony ; neverthelefs it is five Yearsfince any French-
man has heard Mafs here, or even feen a Prieft. I fbon
faw thatthe Privation of the Sacraments had produced in the
greate(t Part of them that Indifference for the Exercifes of
Religion, which 1s the common "ficct of fuch Privation :
Yet many fhewed a great defire to take Advantage of my
Prefence, for regulating the Afinirs of their Conicicnces ;-
and I thought 1t was my Duty to help them to this
Comtort without much Sollicitation.

The firlt Propofal that they made to me was, that [
would agree to marvy in the Prefence of the Church,
fome Inhabitants, who by Virtue of a civil Contrast,
drawn up in the Prefence of the Commandant and the
principal Clerk, lived togetlier without any Scruple, al-
ledging, as well as they who had avthorizd this Concu-
binage, the Necefiity i peopling the Country, and the
Impoflibility of havinga Prieft. I reprefented to them,
that there was one ar the Yafous, and at New Orlean:,
and that the Matter was worth the Pains of taking the

Vor. IL O Journey :

* M. deS. Cofme. 1 M. Foweaulr. 1 M. Dation
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Journey: They replied, that the contralting Parties were
not in a Condition to take long Journies, nor tobe at the
Expence of bringing a Prieft hither. Infhort, the Evil
was done, and there remained nothing but to remedy it,
which I did. Then I confeffed all who prefented them-
felves, but the Number of thefe was not fo great as I had
hoped.

Not' ing more detaining me at the Naschez, I departed
from thence the 26th of Deceinber, pretty late, accom-
panied 1 by M. d¢ Pauger, the ng s Engineer, who was
vifiting the Co\ony, to examine the Places where it was
fit to omld “orts.  We went four Leagues and encamped
at the Side of 2 little River, which we tound on the Left.
e re-linharked the next Bay two Hours before it was
izht, with the Wind pretty high, and againft us. The
k‘\::x in this Place makes a Circuit of tourteen Leagues;

and as we turned, the Wind turned with us, being beaten
back by the L qnd, and by the Iflands, which we found
m great Wumbers, fo that it was always in our Faces.

‘Uk\vmz“a ading which, we went ten Leagues farther,
and entered. into another little River on' the Left Hand.

A0 Night we h=atd a great Noife, and I thought it was
g ' a great ’ g

tie Bifedt of the Wind, that was grown ftrofiger; but

tirey allured me that the liiver had been very quiet, and

that the Moile which had waked me, was made by the
[ifh, that d.ied about the VWater wuh their Tails.

The 25th, after hoving gone two Leagues, we arrived
at the Paver of the Jonicer, which appeared to me at firft
to b vut a breoky but at 2 Mufker-Shot Diftance from
its Miouth it forms a very pretty Lake. If the Miffifippi
coninues (o throw itidf as it does on the other Side, all
this ild;t will become inaccefible.  'The River of the
s 1ts Svurce in the Country of the Tchadfas,
and m Cuurfe s very much oljﬂlu&ed with Falls, T he
Village is buyond the Lake, on a pretty high Ground
yet thuy fay that the Air liere is bad, which they attnbutL
to the {1ty of the Waters of the River; but I fhould
rat fm Jnou. that it PIOLC\,( trom the Smgnallon of the

vateis i che Lake.—This Village is built in- a Circle,
round

s
£ /.L'J
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round a very large open Space, without any Inclofure,
and moderately peopled.

The Cabin of the Chief is very much adorned on the
Qutfide for the Cabin of a Savage. We fee on 1t fome
Figures in Rehevo, which are not fo ill done as one ex-
pe@s to find them. The Infide is dark, and I obferved
nothing 1n it bui fome Boxes, which they aflured me
were full ol Clothes and Money. The Chief received
us very politelv; he was dreffed in the French Fathion,
and feemed to be not atall unealy in that habit.  Of al}
the Savages of Cunadu, there is none fo much depended
on by our Commundants as this Chief.  He loves our
Nation, and has no Cuaufe to repent of the Strvices he
has rendercd it, He trades with the French, whom he
fupplies with Horles and fowls, and he underftands his
Trade very well.  He has learnt of us to hoard up Mo-
ney, and he is reckoned very rich.  He has a long Tume
left off the Drefs of a Savage, and he takes a Pride in ap-
pearing always well drefled, according to our Mode.

The other Cabins of the Village are partly fquare, as
that of the Chief, and partly round, like thofe of tie
Natchez. The Place round which they all ftand, is a-
bout a hundred Paces Diameter; and notwithftand ng the
Heat of the Weather was that Day fuffocating, the
young People were diverting themfelves at’ a Kind of
Truck, much like our’s.

There are two other Villages of this Nation at a little
Diflance from this; and this is all that remains o7 2 Deo-
ple formerly very numerous.—I f1id belore, that they had
a Miflionary whom they greatly loved: I have learnt that
they drove him away not long fince, becaufe he had
burnt their Temple; which ncicrthelefs they have not
rebuilt, nor lighted their Fir: agun; a certain Proof of
their little Attachment to their faite Religion! They cven
foon recalled the Miflionary; but they heard all he cou'd
fay to them with an I..diffcrence, which he could never
sonquer, and he has forfuken them in Lis Turn.

() From
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From the Bottom of the Lake, or the Bay of the Zoni-
cas, if we ufed Canoes of Bark, we might make a Portage
of two Leagues, which would fave ten on the Miffifipp:;
but thisis not pradticable with Pettiaugres. Two Leagues
lower than the River of the Tonicas, we leave on the
Right Hand the Red River, or Rio Cslorads ; at the En-
trance of which, the famous Ferdinand de Sois, the Con-
queror of Florida; ended his Days and his Exploits, or
rather his Rambles. This River runs Eaft and Weit
fome Time, then turns to the South. It is fcarcely na-
vigable for Pettiaugres, and that for no more than forty
Leagues; after which we meet with unpaflable Marfhes.
Its Mouth appeared to me to be about two hundred Fa-
thom wide. Ten Leagues higher, it receives on the
Right Hand the Black River, otherwife called the River
of the Ouatchitas; which comes from the North, and has
Water only for {even Months in the Year.

Neverthelefs there are feveral Grants fituated here,
which in all Appearance will not grow very rich. The
Motive of this Settlement is the Neighbourhood of the
Spaniards, which at all Times has been a fatal Entice-
ment to this Colony. In Hopes of trading with them,
they leave the beft Lands in the World uncultivated. The
Natchitoches are fetiled cn the Red River, and we have
judged it convenient to builda Fort among therh, to hin-
der the Spaniards from fettling nearer us.  'We encamp-
ed the twenty-ninth, alittle below the Mouth of the Red
River, 1n a very fine Bay.

The goth, after having gone five T.eagues, we pafled
a fecond Point cut off. The Miffifippi, in this Place,
makes a great Winding. Some Canadians, by Dint of
hollowing a little Brook, which was behind the Point,
brought the Waters of tle River into it ; which fpread-
ing them{clves impctuoufly in this new Channel, com-
pleatly cut off the Point, and hath faved Travellers four-
teen Leagues of Way. The old Bed-of the River is ac-
tually dry, and has no Water in it but in the Seafon of
the Floods; an evident Proof that the Miffifippi cafls
!t here towards she Eaft; and “this delerves to

be
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be confidered with the greateft Attention, in making Set-
tlements on either Side of the River, The Depth of
this new Channel has been lately founded, and they have
let out aline in it of thirty Fathom long, without finding
any Bottom.

Juft below, and on the fame Hand, we faw the weak
Beginnings of a Grant, which bears the Name of Sz
Reyne, and at the Head of which are Meflrs. de Coetlogon
and Ko/li. 1t is fituated on a very fertile Soil, amd there
is nothing to fear from the overflowing of the River: But
with Nothing, Nothing can be done, efpecially when
they want Men for Labour, and Men want an Inclinati-
on for Labour ; and this feemed to us to be the Condition
of this Grant. We went a League further this Day, and
came to the Grant of Madam de Mezicres, where the
Rain ftopped us all the next Day.  Some Huts, covered
with the Leaves of the Lutzanier and a great Tent of
Cloth at prefent form all this Grant. They wait for
Men and Goods from the Black Riuver, where the Ma-
gazines are, and which they are not willing to leave. I
ara afraid that by endeavouring to make two Settlements
at once, both will fail.

The Soil on which they have begun this, is very good;
but they muft build a Quarter of a League from the Ri-
ver, behind a Cyprefs Wood, which 1s a marthy Ground,
and of which they might make Advantage in fowing Rice,
and making Gardens. Two Leagues further 1 the
Wood, there is a Lake two Leagues in Compafs, the
Sides of which are covered with wild Fowl, and which
perhaps may {upply them with Fith, when they have de-
ttroyed the Caimans, which fwarm init. T have learnt
in this Place fome Secrets; which you thall have, Mia-
dam, at the fame Rate they coft me; for I have no Time
to make Trial of them.

The Male Cyprefs bears in this Country a o 5 which
muft be gathered zreen, and then they find it a fovereion
Balm tor Cuts. That which 1s dutilled frem the Co-
palme, has, among other Virtues, that of cuiing the Dyop-

03 fy.
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fy. The Root of thofe great Cotton Trees I mentioned
n another Plaec, and which we find continually on ail
the Route which I have made from the Lake Ontario, is
acertamn Remedy aguinft all Hurts of the Skin. You
muft tike the Infide of the Bark, boil it in Water, bathe
the “Yound with this Water, and then lay on the Afhes
of il Bark itfelf,

On MNew-Year’s Day we went to fay Mafs three
Leagues from Modans de Mezieres, in a Grant very well
fituared, and which belongs to M. Diron d’Artaguette,
Infpe&tor General of the Troops of Louifiana *. They
brought us here a monftrous Tortoife, and they affured
us that thefe Animals were capable of breaking a large
Iron Bar.  If the Faét is true, for I fhould be willing to
foz 1t before T Lelieve if, the Saliva of thefe Animals muft
be a very pewero! Dhificlvent. As for the Leg of a

dan, T eould not tivll it in their Jaws. This is certain,
thar the Meat of that which Ifaw, was enough to fatisf
ten Cufons who had cood Stomachs, We ftaid all the
Liay in vhis Grant, winchiois a0t much forwarder than the
voiv, and which they Ul ie Béton rouge, (the ved Stick.)

Tlhe next j2ay we made cleven Leagues, and we en-
carnped 2 little Below the Bayagoulas, which we had left
on the Raghi Hand, ~ter having vifited here the Ruins
: I reentioned before. It was very
v Years fince. The Small-Pox has
is Imhabitants, the reft are gone away
have not fo much as even heard any

veral Yars, and “tis a Doubt whether
here i a fio e Fonily remaining. The Land they pof-
very rich. Lfctlis. Paris have a Grant here,
foiney heve pluned in Roews a great Number of white
Meatoerry-rices, and they make very fine Silk here al-
v ey W0 beoin to cultivate here, with much
;

Cdieried

Wevrs of them oo

[
-

vdooand Fobacco,  IF they laboured the fame
luces, the i'roprieters of Grants would foon
<unriied fer all their fixpences,

The

T dl.ed lately the iag’s Licurenan: at Cape Francois,
RV Uomz/zgo
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The 3d of Fanuary we arrived about Ten o’Clock in
the Morning at the little Village of the Oumas, which is
on the Left, and where there are fome French Houfes. A
Quarter of a League higher up in the Country, is the great
Village. This Nation is very well affeted to us. The
Miffifippi begins to fork, or to divide into two Branches,
two Leagues higher. It has hollowed itfelf on the Right,
to which it always inclines, a Channel, which they call
the Fort of the Chetimachas, or Sitimachas; and which,
before it carries its Waters to the Sea, forms a pretty
large L.ake. 'The Nation of the Chetimachas, is almoft
entirely deftroyed ; the few that remain are Slaves in the
Colony.

‘We went that Day fix Leagues beyond the Oumas, and
we paffed the Night on the fine Spot where they had fet-
tled the Grant of M. ke Marguis D’ Ancenis, at prefent
Duke de Bethune ; which, by a Fire happening in the
great Magazine, and by feveral other Accidents one after
another, is reduced to nothing. The Colapiffas had here
formed alittle Village, which did not fubfiit long.

"The 4th we arrived before Noon at the great Village
of the Colapiffas. It is the fineft Village of Louifiana,
yet they reckon in it but two hundred Warriors, who
have the Charalter of being very brave. Their Cabins
are in the Shape of a Pavilion, like thole of the Sioux,
and they feldom make any Fire in them. They have a
double Roof ; that in the Infide i1s made of the L.eaves of
the Lattenier, interwoven together, that in the Qutfide
is made of Mats.

" The Cabin of the Chief is thirty-fix Feet Diameter :
1 had not before feen one fo large 5 for that of the Great
Chief of the Natchez is but thirty Feet.  Asfoon as we
appeared in Sight of this Village, they beat a Drum; and
we were {carcely landed, before the Chicf fent his Com-
pliments to me. I was furprifed, in advancing towards
the Village, tofee the Drummer drefledin a long Gown,
half white and half red, with white Sleeves on the red
Side, and red Sleeves on the white. I enquired into the

O 4 Crigin
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Origin of this Cuftorn, and they told me it was not an-
tient ; that a Governor of Louifiana had made a Prefent of
a Drum to thefe Savages, who have always been our faith-
ful Allies, and that this Kind of Beadle’s Habit was their
own Invention. The Women are better {haped here
than in Canada, and their Way of drefling themfelves is
alfo fomething more becoming.

Atter Dinner, we went five Leagues further, and we
ftopped at Cannes brulées, (the burnt Reeds,) where the
Grant of M. Je Comte D’ Artagnan has an Habitation on
it, which is alfo to ferve him for a Store-Houfe, if it has
not the Fate of almoft all the reft. This Houfe is on the
Left ; and the firft Objeét that prefented itfelf to my
Sight, was a great Crofsfet up on the Bank of the River,
about which they a&ually fing Vefpers. This is the firft
Place of the Colony, from the [linois, where I found this
Mark of our Religion. Two Moufquetaires, M., D’ Ar-
tiguiere, and de Benac * are the Direftors of this Grant ;
and it was M. de Benac who had the Dire&ion of the
Houfe of Cannes brulées, together with M. Chevalier,
Wephew to the Mafler of the Mathematics to the King’s
Pages. They have no Prieft, but it is not their Fault :
They had one whom they were obliged to get rid of, be-
caufe he was a Drunkard ; and they judged rightly, that
a bad Pricft 1s likely to do more Harm in a new Settlement,

where he has no Superior that watches over his Condu&
than his Services are worth.

Between the Colapiffas and the Cannes brulzes, we leave
on the Right Hand the Spot which was formerly poflefled
by the jaevzfar; who, 1 the Time of M. dela Sale,
ade a great Figure in this Country, but who have en-
tirely dii'appeared for fome Years. This is the fineft
Fiice, wnd the beft Soil of Louifiana. M. de Meufe, to
whomt wes granted, has done nothing here yet : Never-
thelnls he keeps here a Direftor, who has neither Men
aot Wiorchandize,

The

# "The Jaft is now Captain in the Troops of Louifiana.
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'The sth, we ftopped todine at a Place which they calt
the Chapitoulas, and which is but three Leagues ditast
from New Orleans, where we arrived at five in the Even-
ing. ‘'The Chapitoulas, and fome neighbouring Habitati-
ons, are in a very good Condition. The Soil is fruitful,
and it is fallen into the Hands of People that are fkilfu! and
laborious. ‘They are the Sieur du Breuil and three Cuna-
dian Brothers, named Chauvins. 'The laft hav> contri-
buted nothing but their Induftry, which was perre: =d by
the Neceflity of labouring for a Subfiftance. 'Tr=y have
loft no Time, they have {pared no Pains, a1:d lieir Ex-
ample is a Leflon for thofe lazy People, whaole Poverty
very unjuftly difparages a Country which will render 2
hundred-fold of whateveris fowed in it.

[ am, e,

LETTER
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LETTER XXXIIL

Fourney from NEw ORLEANS do the Mouth of the Mis-
s1s1pPL: Defeription of this River quite to the Sea.
Reflexions on the Grants.

TovrouseIsLanp,sr LaBavise (the Buoy,
or SEA MARK) Fanuary 26.

Mapaw,

HE Environs of New Orleans have nothing very

remarkable. I did not find this City fo well fituat-
ed as I had been told. Others are not of the fame Opi-
nion. Thefe are the Reafons on which their Opinion is
tounded: 1 will afterwards explain mine. 'The firft is,
that about a League from hence, inclining to the North
Laft, they have found a little River, which they have
called the Bayouc of St. Jobn ®, which at the End of
two Leagues difcharges itfelf into the Lake Pontchar-
train, which communicates with the Sea: By this
they fay, it is eafy to keep up a certain Commerce be-
tween the Capital and la Maubile, Biloxi, and all the
other Pofts which we poflefs near the Sea. The fecond
is, that below this City, the River makes a great Turn,
which they have called le Detour aux Anglois (the Englifh
Reach,) which may caufe a Retardment, which they
judge very advantageous to prevent a Surprife. Thefe Rea-
fons are fpecious, but they don’t appear to me to be folid 5
for in the firlt Place, thofe who have reafoned in this
Manner, have fuppofed that the Entrance of the River
could recetve none but {mall Veflels ; therefore in this

Cale,

¥ Bayouc in the Savage Language fignifies a Rivulet.
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Cafe, what is there to be feared from a Surprife, if the
Town is ever fo little fortified, as I fuppofe 1n my Turn
it will be foon? Will they come to attack it with Boats,
or with Veflels which cannot carry Guns? On the other
Hand, in whatever Place the City 1s fituated, muft not the
Mouthof the River be defended by good Batteries,and by a
Fort, which will at leaft give Time to receive Intelligence,
and to keep themfelves ready to receive the Enemy?
In the fecond Place, what Neceflity is there for this Com-
munication, which ¢annot be carried on but by Boats,
and with Pofts, which they cannot fuccour if they were
attacked; and from which confequently they can receive
but weak Succours, which for the moft Part are good for
nothing : 1 add, that when a Veflel muft go up the En-
glifh Reach, they muft change their Wind every Moment,
which may detain them whole Weeks to make feven or
eight Leagues.

 Alittle below New Orleans, the Land begins to have
‘but little Depth on both Sides the Miffifippi, and this goes
on diminifhing quite to the Sea. It is a Point of Land,
which does not appear very antient ; for if we dig ever fo
little in it we find Water; and the Number of Shoals and
little Iflamds, which we have feen formed within twenty
years paftin all the Mouths of the River, leave no Room
to doubt that this Slip of Land was formed in the fame
Manner. It appears certain, that when M. de la Sale
came down the Mififippi quite to the Sea, the Mouth of
this River was not the lame as it is at prefent.

‘The more we approach the Sea, the more what I fay
appears evident: The Bar bas fcarce any Water in the
greatefl Part of thofe little Outlets, which the River has
opened for itfelf, and which are fo much encreafed only
by the Means of the ‘Trees, which are brought down with
the Current, one of which being ftopt by its Branches,
or by its Roots, in a Place where there is little Depth,
Atops a thoufand others. 1 have feen Heaps of thefe 200
Leagues from hence, onc of which alone would have ll-
ed all the Weod-Yards of Paris.  Nothing is capable of
-Temoving them, the Mud which the River brings down
ferves them for a Cement, and covers them by Degrees;

. every
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every Inundation leaves a new Layer, and in ten Years
at moft the Reeds and Shrubs begin to grow upon them.
Thus have been formed the greateft Part of the Points
and Iflands, which make the River fo often change its
Courfe.

T have nothing to add to what T faid in the Beginnin
of the former Letter concerning the prefent State of Neww
Orleans. 'The trueft Idea that you can form of it, is to
reprefent to yourfelf two hundred Perfons that are fent
to build a City, and who are encamped on the Side of a
great River, where they have thought of nothing but to
fhelter themfelves from the Injuries of the Air, whillt
they wait for a Plan, and have built themfelves Houfes.
M. de Paunger, whom I have {till the Honour to accom-
pany, has juft now fhewed me one of his drawing. 1t is
very fine and very regular; but it will not be fo caly to
execute i, as it was to trace it on Paper. We fet out
the 22d of Fuly for Biloxi, which is the Head-Quarters.
Between New Orleans and the Sea there are no Grants 3
they would have too littke Depth ; there are only fome
fmall private Habitations, and fome Magazines for the
great Grants.

Behind one of thele Habitations, which is on the Right,
immediately below the Englifh R.-ach, there was not
long fince a Villug: of the Chaonachas, the Ruins of
which [ vifited. 1 round nothing cnire but the Cabin of
the Chief, which was pretty much like the Houfe of one
of our Peafants in France, onlv with this Difference, that
it had no Windows. It wasbuilt of Branches of Trees,
the Vacancies between which were flicd up with the
Leaves of Lattanier; the Rool was ol il.e iame Sirulure,
This Chief is very abfolute, as are all thofe of Fiorida
he never hunts or fhoots but for his Diverfion, for iis
Subjedls are obliged to give him Part of their Game. His
Village is at prefent on the other Side of the River, halfa
League lower, and the Savages have iranfported Usither
even the Bonces of their Dead,

. . F— . . °
A little below their new Hubitauon the Coaft is much
higher than any whare heresbout, and it aprears to e
that
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that they fhould have placed the City there. It would be
but twenty Leagues from the Sea; and with a South
Wind, or a moderate South Eaft, a Ship would get upin
fifteen Hours. 'The Night of the 23d we quitted the
Boat which had brought us hither, and embarked i a
Brigantine, in which we fell down with the Stream all
Night. The next Morning by Day-Break we had pafled
a new Circuit, which the River makes, and which they
call the Reach of the Piakimines.

‘We found ourfelves foon after in the midft of the Pafles
of the Miffifippi, where it requires the greateft Attention
to work the Ship, that it may not be drawn into fome one
of them, from whence it would be impofiible to recover
it. ‘The greateft Part are only little Rivulets, and fome
are even only feparated by Sand-Banks, which are almoft
fevel with the Water. It is the Bar of the Miffifipp:
which has fo greatly multiplied thefe Pafles ; for it 1s eafy
to conceive by the Manner in which I have faid there are
formed every Day new Lands, how the River, endea-
vouring to efcape by whercit finds the leaft Refiftance,
makes itfelf a Paffage, fometimes one Way and fometimes
another ; from whence it might happen, 1f Care was not
taken, that none of thefe Paflages would be pra&ticable
for Veflels. The Night of the 24th we anchored beyond
the Bar, over-againtt /a Balife.

The contrary Wind keeping us ftill here, we were wil-
ling to make fome Advantage of this Delay. Yefterday,
the 25th, being Sunday, I began by finging a great Mafs
in the Ifland, which they call /a Balife, on Account of a
Sea-Mark which they have fet up for the Dire&ion of
Shaps. I afterwards blefled it, we named it Touloufe
Ifland, and we fang the Te Deum. 'This Ifland is {carce
more than half a League in Compafs, taking in alfo ano-
ther Ifland which is feparated from it by a Gutter, where
there is always 'Water. On the other Hand it is very
low, excepting only one Place, where the Floods never
come, and where there is Room enough to build a Fort
and fomc Magazines. 'They might unload Veflels here,

which could not eafily pafs the Bar with their whole
Lading.

M. de
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M. de Pauger founded this Place with the Lead, and
found the Bottom pretty hard, and of Clay, though there
come out of it five or f{ix little Springs, but which yield
little Water ; this Water leaves on the Sind a' very
fine Salt. When the River is loweft, that is 20 /5y, du-
ring the three hotteft Months of the Year, the /Vater is
falt round this Ifland : In the Time of the Floods, it is
quite freth, and the River preferves its Frefhnefs a good
I.eague in the Sea. At all other Timesitis a little {aliith
beyond the Bar. Therefore it is entirely a Fable. which
has beenreported, that for twenty Leoy 2o the S7077 08
does not mix its Waters with thole of the Uea.

M. Pauger and 1 paffed the reft of the Day with the
Pilot Kerlafto, who commanded the Brigantine, n ‘cuad-
ing and difcovering the only Mouth of the Rives wi ok
navigable ; and thefe are exaélly our Oofervations on rie
State in which we found it, for I do not safwer for +i.e
Changes which may happen init. Itruns Norrn W/ it
and South Eaft the Space of three Hundred Fath im, in
going up from the open Sea quite to the Ifland of Touizufe,
over-againft which there are three litde Iflands, wiich
have yet nothing growing on them, though they ar- pretty
high. In all this Interval, its Breadth is two Hundred and
fifty Fathom, its Depth is eightean Feet in the Middle,
the Bottom foft Oole: But we muft navigate here with
the Sounding-Line in Hand, when we are not ufed to the
Channel.

From whence going upwards, we make flill the North
Weft for four Hundred Fathom, at the End of which
there are fill fifteen Feet Water, the fame Bottom ; and
itis to be obferved that every where the Anchorage is (afe,
and that we are fheltered from all the Winds but the
South and the South Eaft, which may, when they are vi-
olent, make the Ships drive with their Anchors, but with-
out Danger, becaufe they would run on the Bar, which
is a foft Oofe: Then we make the North Weft by North
Eaft for ive Hundred Fathom. 'This is properly the Bar,
twelve Feet Water, mean Depth; we muft alfo work.
here with great Attention, for we meet With many Banks :

This
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This Bar is two Hundred and fifty Fathom wide between
low Lands that are covered with Reeds.

In the Pafs of the Eaff, which is immediately above,
we make full Weft for a League: Itis two Hundred and
fifty Fathom wide, and from four to fifteen Feet in
Depth. Then allat once we find no Bottom. In taking
again the great Pafs at coming off the Bar, we make again
the North Weft the Space of three Hundred Fathom, and
we have always here 45 Fect Water.  Weleave on the
Right thePafs of Sauvole, by which Boats may go to Bi-
loxi, making the North : This Place took its Name from
an Officer, whom M. d’ lberville made Commandant in
the Colony upon his return to France.

"Then we muft return to the Weft and by North Weft
for fifty Fathom, and In a Kind of Bay, which we leave
onthe Left; at the End of this Space there are three Paf-
fes, one to the South South Eaft, another to the South,
and a third to the Weft South Weft. This Bay is not-
withftanding only ten Fathom deep, and twenty wide ;
but thefe Pafles have little Water. We continue to fol-
low the fame Rhumb of the Wind, and at fifty Fathom
farther there is on the fame Hand a fecond Bay, which is
twenty Fathom wide, and fifty deep. It contains two
little Paffes, which Canoes of Bark would be troubled to
get through, and therefore they feldom reckon them
among the Pafles. From hence we take to the Weft
for the Space of five Hundred Fathom, and we come over-
againit the Pafs a Ja Loutre (of the Otter.) It is five
Hundred Fathom wide, but is paffable only for Pettiau-
gres. Then we turn to the South Weft for twenty Fa-
thom ; we return to the Weft for three Hundred, then
to the Weft by North, the Space of one Hundred ; to
the Weft North Weft 2s many, to the North Wett eight
Hundred ; then we findon the Left the Pafs of the South,
which is two Hundred and fifty Fathom wide, nine Fa-
tom Water at its Fantrance on the Side towards the Ri-
ver,and two Fees only where it goes out to the Sea. Two
Hunrdred and fifty Fathom farther is the Pafs of the South
Well, ncarly the {ame Breadth ;5 never lefs than feven or

¢ight



NORTH-AMERTIC A, 225

eight Feet Water. Hereabout the Countrybegins to be not
fo macfhy, but it is overflowed during four Months of the
Year. It is bounded on the Left by a Succeffion of little
Lakes, which are at the End of that of the Chetimachas
and on the Right by the Iflands de la Chandeleur (Candle-
mas:) It is thought that between thefe Iflands there is a
Paflage for the largeft Veffels, and that it would be eafy
to make a good Port here. Great Barks may go up from
the Sea to the Lake of the Chetimachas, and nothing hin-
ders from going thither to cut down the finelt Oaks in the
World, with which all this Coaft is covered.

1 think it would be beft to flop all the Paffes but the
principal one, and nothing would be eafier ; to effe&t this
we need only guide the floating Trees into them, with
which the River is almoft always covered. From hence
it would follow in the firft P]ace that nothing would en-
ter the River, not even Barks and Canoes, but by one Paf~
fage, which would defend the Colony from Surprife ; in
the fecond Place, that all the Force of the Current of the
River being united, its fole Mouth would deepen itfelf as
well as the Bar. I found this Conje&ure on what hap-
pened at the two Points cut off, which I mentioned be-
fore. 'Then there would be nothing more to do than to
preferve the Channel, and to hinder the floating Trees
from caufing any Obftruction in it, which does not ap-
pear tome to be very difficult.

As to what concerns the Breadth of the River between
the Pafles, that is to fay, for ihe four Leagues from the
fland Touloufe to the Pafs of the South Vwell, it is never
more than fitty Fathom: But immediately above this Pafs,
the Miffifipp! infenfibly recovers its ufual Breadth, which
is never lefs than a Mile, and feldom meore than two
Miles. Its Depth alio encreafes trom the ilar upwards,
which is the Reverfe of all other Rivers, which are com-
monly the deeper the nearer they core to the Sea.

It would be here a proper Place, Aadam, to entertain
you with the Caufes of the ailure of thoie numerous
Grants, which have made fo much Noife in France, and

on which {o many Perfons have built fuch mighty hvp 53

Vor,. 1L p but
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but I had rather refer this to our firft Interview, and con-
fine myfelf at prefent to communicate to youmy Thoughts
of the Method that Perfons fhould purfue in fettling in
this Country, if the bad Succefs of fo many Efforts, and
of fuch large Sums advanced to no Purpofe, does not en-
tirely difguit our Nation. '

Tt appears to me that the Habitations ought not to be
placed on the Side of the River; but1would have them
removed higher up the Country, at leaft a Quarter of a
League, or even half a League. I am notignorant that
it is pofiivle to be freed from the Inconveniencies of the
common Floods, by making good Ditches; but I think it
is a great Inconvenience to build upon a Soil, where if
you dig ever fo little, you immediately find Water ; and
of Confequence one can have no Cellars. Iam alfo of
Opinion that they would be great Gainers by leaving the
Lands all open to the annual Inundation of the River.

The Mud that fettles on them, when the Waaters are
gone off, renews and enriches them : One might employ 2
Part of them in Pafturage, the other might be fown with
Rice, Pulfe, and in general with every Thing that re-
quires rich and wet Lands. In Time we thould fee on
both Sides the Miffifippi nothing but Gardens, Orchards
and Meadows, which would be fufficient to feed the Peo-
ple, and would fupply Matter for an ufeful Commerce
with our llands, and the other neighbouring Colonies.
In fhort, T think Icould anfwer for it, having landed
twice or thrice every Day as I came down the River, that
almoft every where, ata little Diftance from the Sides,
we may find high Grounds, where we might build on a
folid Foundation, and where Wheat would grow very

well, when they have given Air to the Country by thin-
ning the Woods.

As to what concerns the Navigation of the River, it
will always be difficult when we are to go up it, becaufe
of the Strength of the Current, which obliges us even in
going down to be very cautious, often bears upon Points
that run out, and upon Shoals ; fo that to nagivate it fafe-

iy,
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ly, we muit have Veflels that have both Sails and Oars.
Moreover, as we cannot go forward at Night when it is
cloudy, thefe Voyages will be always very tedious and ex-
penfive, at leaft ull the Borders of the River have Settle-
ments near each other, on the whole Extent of the Coun-
try, that is between the Ilinois and the Sea.

Such, Madam, is this Country which they have fo
much talked of in France for fome Years, and of which
few People have a juft Idea. 'We have not been the firft
Europeans to acknowledge the Goodnefs of it and to negle&t
it. Ferdinand de Soto run over it for three whole Years,
and his Hiftorian # could not forgive him for not having
made a folid Settlement here. “© Where could he go, fays
¢ he, to do better ?”

Indeed I never heard Louifiana lightly {poken of, but
by three Sorts of People that have been in the Country,
and whofe Teftimony is certainly to be rejeCted. ‘The
firft are the Mariners, who from the Road of Ship Ifland,
or Ifle Dauphin, could fee nothing but that Ifland quite
covered with 2 barren Sand, and the fill more fandy Coaft
of Biloxi, and who fuffered themfelves to be perfuaded
that the Entrance of the Miffifippi was impaflable for Ships
of a certain Bulk, or that it was neceffary to go fifty
Leagues up this River to find a Place that was habitable,
They would have been quite of another Opinion, if they
could have miftrufted thofe who talked to them in this
Manner, and have difcovered the Motives which induced

them fo to do.

‘The fecond Sort are poor Wretches, who being driven
out of France for their Crimes, or bad Condu&, true or
falfe, or who, whether to thun the Purfuit of their Cre-
ditors, have engaged themfelves in the Trcops and in the
Grants. Both thefe looking upon this Country as a Place
of Banifhment, are difgufted at every Thing. They do
not intereft themfelves in the Succefs of 2 Colony, of
which they are Members againit their Inclination, and

they concern themfelves very little about the Advantages
P2 which

* Garcilaffo de la Vega’s Hiltory of the Conquelt of Florida.
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which it may procure for the State: The greateft Part of
them are not even capable of perceiving thefe Advantages.

"The third Sort are thofe, who having feen nothing but
Poverty in 2 Country on which exceflive Expences have
been beftowed, attribute to it without Refletion what
we ought entirely to caflt on the Incapacity, or on the
Negligence of thofe who had the Care of fettling it. You
alfo know very well the Reafons they had, to publifh that
Louifiana contained great Treafures, and that it brought
us near the famous Mines of S%. Barbe, and others ftill
richer, from which they flattered themfelves they fhould
cafily drive away the Pofleffors; and becaufe thefe idle
Stories had gained Credit with fome filly People, inftead
of imputing to themfelves the Error in which they were
engaged by their foolith Credulity, they have difcharged
their Spleen on the Country, where they have found
nothing of what had been promifed them.

I am, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER XXXIIL

Defeription of Biroxt: Of the CassiNg, or Apa-
LACHINE : Of the Myrtle Wax: Of MavsiLE :
Of the Tchatlas : Of the Bay of ST. BERNARD. Voy-
age from BiLox1 to New ORLEANs by the Lake of
PoNTCHARTRAIN.

Mapam, O#n Board the ADOUR, April 5.

HE 26th, after having clofed my Letter I embark-
ed, and we prepared to fail ; but after we had made
one Tack to the South, the Wind coming againft us oblig~
ed us to return to our Anchorage, and to remain there the
two following Days. The 29th we weighed Anchor ear-
ly in the Morning, but the Wind was {o weak, and the
Sea ran fo high, that in twenty-four Hours we made but
fourteen Leagues, which were but half the Way we had
to go. ‘The 3oth we had neither the Wind more favou-
rable, nor the Sea more calm till towards four in the Af-
ternoon, when a Shower of Rain cleared up the Wea-
ther, which was very thick, and calmed the Sea : But
after an Hour or two the Mifl returned, and became fo
thick, that not being able to fee how to fleer our Veliel,
we came to an Anchor. The next Day as the Fog did not
difperfe, M. de Pauger and 1 went into the Beat, to gain
the Road of L Ifle aux Vaiffeeaux (Ship Ifland ;) we vifit-
ed there fome Ships of France, and we got back to Biloxs
about five in the Afternoon.

All this Coaft is extremely flat ; Merchant Ships can-
not come nearer it than four Leagues, and the fmalleft Bri-
gantine than two : And even thefe are obitged o0 go fura
ther off when the Wind is North or Nerth-Weit, or elfe

Pj they
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they find themfelves on Ground; as it happened the
Night before T debarked. 'The Road is the whole Length
of Ship Ifland, which extendsa fmall League from Eaft to
‘Weft, but has very little Breadth. To the Eaft of this
Hland is Dauphin Ifland, formerly called Maffacre Ifland,
where there was a tolerable Port, which a Guft of Wind
thut up in two Hours, a little more thana Year ago, by
filling the Lntrance of it with Sand. To the Weft of
Ship Ifland lie one behind the other, the Iland des Chats
or de Bienville, the Iland @ Corne, and the Iles de la
Chandeleur,

What they call Biloxiis the Coaft of the Main Land,
which is to the North of the Road. This is the Name of
a Nation of Savages which were fettled there formerly,
but who are now retired towards the North Wefl, on the
Borders of a little River, called the River of Pearls, be-
caufe they have found in it a poor Sort of Pearls. They
could not have chofen a worfe Situation for the General
Quarters of the Colony; for it can neither receive any
Succours fromthe Ships, nor give them any, for the Rea-
fons I have mentioned. Befides this, the Road has two
great Faults; the Anchorage is not good, and it is full of
Worms, which damage all the Ships: The only Service
it is of, 1s to fhelter the Ships from a fudden Guft of
‘Wind, when they come to difcover the Mouth of the
Miflifippi, which having only low Lands, it would be
dangerous to approach in bad Weather, without having
firft difcovered it.

Biloxi 1s not more valuable for its Land, than for its
Sea. 1t is nothing but Sand, and there grows there little
befides Pines and Cedars.  The Caffine, otherwife called
Apalackine, allo grows there every where in Plenty. Itisa
very fmall Shyub, the L.euaves of which, infufed like thofe
of Tea, pafs for a good Ditfelvent, and an excellent Su-
dorific; but its principal Quality is diurctic. 'The Spa-
niards ufe 1t in all Flsrida y it is even their common
Drrink. It becan to be ufed in Paris when I left it ; but
we were then ina bad Tiire for new Trials ; they dropt
as {uddenly as they were taken up. Neverthelefs, [ know

that
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that feveral Perfons who have ufed Apalachine, praife it
greatly.

There are two Kinds, which differ only in the Size of
the Leaves. 'Thofe of the large Sort are above an Inch
long, the others are little more than half that Length.
In Shape and Subftance they are much like the Leaves of
Box, except that they are rounder at the Ends, and of a
brighter Green. The Name of Apulachine, which we
have given this Shrub, comes from the Apalaches, a Peoe
ple of Florida, from whom the Spaniards learnt its Ufe,
and this 1s their Manner of preparing it.

They fet on the Fire in an earthen Pot a certain Quan-
tity of Leaves, and they let them parch in it «ll their
Colour becomes reddifh, then they pour boiling Wateron
them gently, till the Pot is full. 'This Water takes the
Colour of the Leaves, and it froths when it is poured out
like Beer. They drink it as hot as poflible, and the Sava-
ges would fooner go without eating, than mifs drinking it
Night and Morning ; they think they fhould be fick,
if they went without it, and it is faid the Spaniards have
the fame Notion.

Half an Hour after they have taken it, it begins to pafs
off, and this lafts an Hour. Itishard to conceive how 2
Drink, which pafles fofoon through the Body, can be fo
nourifhing as they fay it is: It 1s ealier to comprehend that
it may cleanfe away whatever hinders the Paflage of the
Urine, and Caufes Difeafes of the Reins. VWhen the Sa-
vages would purge themfelves, they mix Sea Water with
it, and this produces great Fvacuations 3 but if the Diofe
of Sea Water is too {trong, it may kill them ; and this ts
not without Example. I have feen it wken in Fronce
without fo much ado in preparing it, and in the Manner
one makes Tea, but only doubling the Quantity, and
making it boil near half a Quarter of an Licur; andl
make no Doubi but that it has then a great Effedt.

They find here alfo a Kind of Myrtle with large
Leaves, which Tknew already was very commeon on the

P4 Coail
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Coaft of Acadia, and of the Englifb Colonies on this Conti-
nent. Some give it the fame of Laurel, but they are mif-
taken : Its Leaves have the Smell of Myrtle, and the
Englifb always call it the Candle Myrtle. 'This Shrub
bears a little Grain, which being thrown into boiling Wa-
ter, fwims upon it, and becomes a green Wax, lefs fat and
more brittle than that of Bees, but as good to burn. The
only Inconvenience they have found init is, that it breaks
too eafily, but they might mix it with another Wax ex-
tremely liquid, which they get in the Woods of the
Iflands of America ; which however is not neceflary, un-
lefs they want to make large Tapers. I have feen Can-
dles made of it, which gave as good a Light, and which
lafted as long as our’s.  Our M:flionaries of the Neigh-
bourhood of Acadia mix Suet with it, which makes them
apt to run, becaufe the Suet does not mix well with
this Wax.

The Sieur Alexandre, who is here in the Service of the
Company in the Quality of Surgeon and Botanift, mixes
nothing with it, and his Candles have not this Fault ;
their Light is foft and very clear, and the Smoke they
make when they are blown out, has a Smell of Myrtle
very agreeable. He is in Hopes of finding a Way to
blanch them, and he fhewed me a Mafs of it, which was
above half blanched *. He fays, that if they would allow
him five or {ix of thofe Slaves, who are leaft fit for the
common Labours, to gather the Grain in the Seafon ; he
could make Wax enough to load a Ship every Year.

At thirteen or fourteen Leagues from Riloxi, in-
clining to the Eaft, we find the River of the Maubile,
which runs from the North to the South, and the Mouth
of which is over-againlt Dauphin Ifland. It rifes in the
Country of the Chicachas, and its Courfe is about .a hun-
dred and thirty Leagues, Its Bed is very narrow, and it
winds much, which does not hinder its being very rapid.
But there are fcarce any but the hittle Petisaugres that can

go

o * This has not been followed, as is faid, becaufe this Wax
is confiderably altered in-blanching. ' ‘
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go up it when the Waters are low. We have on this
River a Fort, which has been a long Time the prirci-
pal Poft of the Colony; yet the Lands are nc' goed,
but its Situation near the Spaniards made it convenient
for trading with them ; and this was all they fought for
at that Time.

It is reported, that at fome Leagues beyond the Fort,
they have difcovered a Quarry; if this is true, and the
Quarry abounds with Stone, it may prevent the entire
Defertion of this Poft, which many {nhsbiiants begin to
forfake, being unwilling to cultivate »uy longer a Soil
which does not anfwer the Pains ihey take to improve
it. Neverthelefs, I do not believe that they will e fily
refolve to evacuate the Fort of Maubile, tho gt it frould
ferve only to keep in our Alliance the Tchnzras, 2 nu=-
merous People, who make usa neceffary Durrier - zainft
the Chicachas, and againft the Savages bordering «n Ca-~
rolina. Garcilaffo de lu Vega, in his Hiftery or #lorida,
{peaks of a Village called Mdauvilla, which no doutt gave
its name to the River, and to the Nation that w.s fettled
on its Borders. Thefe Manvilians were theu vCry power-
ful; at prefent there are hardly any Traces left of them.

"They are at prefent engaged in feeking to the Weft of the
Miffifippi,aPlace fit to make a Settlement, which may bring
us nearer to Mexico ; and they (hink they have found it ata
hundred Leagues from the iviclu of the River, in a Bay
which bears the Name fometimes of St Magdalen, and
fometimes of S§¢. Louir, but oftener that of St Bernard.
Tt receives many Rivers, foine of which are pretty large;
and it was there M. de la Sale landed, when he nuiled
the Mouth of the Miffiipp;. A Brigantine has been fent
lately thither to reconnoitre it ; but they found there fome
Savages, who appear little difpofed to receive us, and
whom they did not treat in fuch a ianner as to gain them
tous. I allo hear that the Spaniards have very lately
prevented this Defign, by fettling there before us,

"There is in Truth fomething more prefling, and better
to be done, than this Enterprize. I know that Commerce
is the Soul of Colonies, and that they are of no Ulfe to

fuch
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fuch a Kingdom as our’s but for this End, and to hinder
our Neighbours from growing too powerful; but if they
do not begin by cultivating the Lands, Commerce, after
having enriched fome private Perfons, will foon drop,
and the Colony will not be eftablithed. 'The Neighbour-
hood of the Spaniards may have its Ufe ; but let us leave
1t to them to approach us as much as they will, we are
not in a Condition, and we have no Need to extend our-
felves farther. They are peaceable enough in this Coun-
try, and they will never be ftrong enough to give us any
Uneafinefs. It is not even their Intereft to drive us out
of this Country ; and if they do not comprehend it yet,
they will without Doubt foon be fenfible that they can-
not have a better Barrier againft the Engli/b than Louzfiana.

‘The Heat was already very troublefome at the Bilsxi
in the Middle of March, and I judge that when the Sun
has once heated the Sand on which we walk here, the
Heat muft be exceflive. They fay indeed that without
the Breeze, which rifes pretty regularly every Day be-
tween nine and ten in the Morning, and continues till
Sun-fet, 1t Would he impofiible ta live here. The Mouth
of the Miffifippi is in 299 Latitude, and the Coaft of the
Biloxi is in thirty. 'We had here in the Month of Febru-
ary fome cold Weather, when the Wind blew from
the North and North Weft, but it did not laft long; and
it was even followed by great Heats, with Thunder and
Lightening, and Storms; fo that in the Morning we
were in Winter, and in the Afternoon in Summer, with
fome {mall Intervals of Spring and Autumn between both.
The Breeze comes generally from the Eaft: When it
comes from the Scuth, 1tisonly a refleéted Wind, which
is much lefs refrefhing ; but it is ftill 2 Wind, and when
it fails entirely there 1s no breathing.

The 24th of March Y departed;from Biloxi, where I had
been ftopt by a Jaundice, which held me above a Month,
and I returned to New Orleans, where I was to embark
i a Pink belonging to the Company, named the Adour.
I made this Voyage n a Pettiaugre, and I never yet made
one more difagreeable. Five Leagues from Biloxi, the
Weft Wind, which in three Hours brought me there,

gave
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gave Place to a South Wind fo violent, that T was obliged

o ftop. T had fcarce Time to fet up my Tent, before
we were overflowed with a2 Deluge of Rain accompanied
with Thunder.

‘T'wo little Veflels that fet out with me, were willing
to take Advantage of the Wind, which carried them a
great Way ina few Hours, and T was very forry that I
could not do the fame ; but I foon heard that their Fate
deferved rather Pity than Envy: The firft was in conti-
nual Danger of being loft, and her Paffengers arrived at
New Orleans rather dead than alive.  The other was run
a-ground about half Way, and five Perfons were drcvned
in a Meadow, of which the Storm had made a Lake.
'The Wind continued all Night with the fame Violence,
and the-Rain did not ceafe till the next Day at Noon. It
began again at Night, and continued till Day, with
"Thunder. '

When we fail in Sight of this Coaft, it appears very
pleafant, but when we come nearer, it is not the fame
Thing. It is all along a Sand, as at Bilowi, and we find
on it only poor Woods. I obferved here a Kind of Sorrel,
which has the fame Tafte as our’s, but the Leaves of
which are narrower; and whizh caufes, as they fay, the
Bloody-Flux. There is alfo in thefe Parts a Kind of Afh,
which they call Bois 4’ Amourette (Lovers Wood, ) the Bark
of which 1s full of Prickles, and paffes for a fovereign
Remedy, and very fpeedy, againft the Tooth-Ach.

The 26th it rained all the Day, and tho’ the Sea was
calm, we made little Way., We got a little farther the
27th, but the following Night we went out of our Courfe
above the Ifland of Pearls. 'The next Day we went and
encamped at the Entrance of Lake Pontchartrain, having
left a little before on the Right the River of Pearls,
which has three Mouths. The Separation of thefe three
Branches is at four Leagues from the Sea, and Biloxi
is a little above it.

In the Afternoon we crotled the Lake of Pontchartrain »
This Traverfe is feven or eight Liagucs; and at Midnight
we
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we entered the Bayouc of St. Fohn. 'Thofe who firft na-
vigated this Lake, found it, as they fay, fo full of Caimans,
that they could fcarce give a Stroke of the Oar without
hitting one. 'They are at prefent very fcarce in it, and
we only faw fome T'races of them at our encamping; for
thefe Animals lay their Eggs on the Land. After I
had refted myfelf a little at coming out of the Lake, I pur-
fued my Way by Land, and I arrived at New Orleans be-
fore Day.

"The Adour was gone from thence, but not far, and I
came up with her the next Day, the firft of April. 'The
Inundation was at its Height, and of Confequence the
River much more rapid than I found it two Months be-
fore. Moreover a Ship, efpecially a Pink, is not fo eafily
worked as a Sloop ; and as our Sailors were not ufed to this
Navigation, we had a great deal of Trouble to get out of
the River. 'The Ship, driven fometimes to one Shore,
and fometimes to the other, often tangled its Yards and
Tackling in the Trees, and they were obliged more than
once to cut away fome of the Tackling, to free us from
this EmbarrafTment. It was worfe ftill when we came to
the Paffes, for the Currents always drew us into the neareft
with great Violence. 'We goteven into one of the {mal-
left, and I could never yet conceive how we could get
out again. We came off however with the Lofs of an
Anchor, which we left there : We had already loft one
two Days before, {o that we had only two remaining.
Such a bad Beginning, made us a little thoughtful, but
the Youth and little Skill of thofe with whom they had
trufted us, gave us ftill more Uneafinefs,

The Adour is a very pretty Veflel, of three Hundred
"Tons Burthen. It failed  from France with a very good
Crew, under the Condu& of a Captain who underftood
his Bufinefs, and a Lieutenant who had a very good Cha-
ralter. 'The latter was left fick at Sz, Domingo : The
Captain, foon after his Arrival at Biloxi, quarrelled with
one of the Dire&lors of the Company, who difplaced him.
"T'o fupply the Places of thefe two Officers, they had cho-
fen a young Man of S, Malo, who came three Years ago
to Louifiana, in the Station of Pilot’s Mate, or Appren-

tice,
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tice, and who fince that Time got the Command ofa
Sioop in the Road of Biloxi, to go fometimes to /o May-
bile, and fometimes to New Orleans, with Provifions.
He appears to have every Thing that is requifite to be-
come a fkilful Mariner ; he loves his Bufinefs, and ap-
plies himfelf to it ; but we fhould be very willing to fee
nothing of his little Experience, efpecially in a Navigati-
on which % attended with great Difficulties.

He has for his fecond, an Officer who came from France
in the Quality of Enfign ; he alfo is a young Man, very
fit to be a Subaltern under Principalsof Experience, who
would leave nothing to him but the Care of executing
their Orders. 1t would be hard to find a Seaman of more
Courage in a Storm, which he has been ufed to from his
Childhood, in the painful Fifheries of Newfoundland ;
and two or three Shipwrecks, from which he has happily
efcaped, have given him a Confidence, which I fhall be
much furprifed, if he does not come into a bad Plight by.

Our firft Pilot appears a little more experienced than
thefe two Officers, and they depend much on the Know-
ledge he has of the Channel of Babama, which he has
pafled once already. But this is but little to be acquainted
with this Paffage the moft dangerous that there is in the
American Seas, and where they reckon Shipwrecks by
thoufands. Moreover, 1am greatly apprehenfive that a
certain felf-fufficient Air which I obferve in him, will
produce fome fatal Effect. He has two Subalterns, who
are very good natured Fellows; we have fifty failors of
Bretagne, a little mutinous, but ftrong and vigorous ; al-
moft all have been at the Cod-Fifhery, and that is a good
Scheol. 'The Seamen appear to be Men of Judgment
and Experience.

In Spite of all thefe Hindrances which I have mention-
ed, we anchored on the Outfide of the Bar the fecond at
Night; we pafled it the third, and for Want of Wind we
could go no farther. Yefterday wc were again flopt all
the Day, and this Night we have had a Storm fmén tt;le

Sout >
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South, which made us give Thanks to the Lord that we
were not at Sea fo near the Coaft. Ihope, Madam, to
write to you in a fhort Time from 2. Domingo, whither
our Pink is bound to take in a Cargo of Sugar, which
lies there ready for us. 1 take the Advantage of a Sloop
which is going up to New Orleans, to fend this Letter
to you by a Veflel that is bound dire&tly for France.

I am, &c.

LETTER



NORTH-AMERICA 23

LETTER XXXIV.

Voyage to the Channel of Bayviama. Shipwreck of the
ApouUR: Refurn to LovuisiaNa along the Coaft of
FroripA: Defeription of that Coaft.

Mapaw, 4t Birox1, Fune g.
Promifed to write to you immediately from §t. Ds-
mingo. But behold after two Months I am here, as

far off as I was then: The Recital of the fad Event that
has brought me back to this Colony, and which has but
too well juftified my Apprehenfions, with fome Obferva-
tions on a Country which I did not expett to fee, will
make the Subje&t of this Letter. I am not, however,
fo much to be pitied as you may think. I am very well
recovered of my Fatignes. I have gone through great
Dangers, but have happily efcaped from ihem : The Evil
that 1s paft is but a Dream, and often a pleafant one.

It was but half an Hour at moft, after I had clofed my
Letter, when the Wind coming to the North Weft we
prepared to fail. T thought that Refpeét due to the facred
Day of Eafter would have engaged the Captain to have
waited till the next Day, efpectally as it was paft Noon 3
but he had few Provifions, and one *ay’s Delay might
have bad Confequences. Our Hafte was attended with
ftill worfe. We foon loft Sight of Land, and at the End
of an Hour’s Sail, after having had the Pleafure of feeing
the Waters of the Riverand thofe of the Sea mixt toge-
ther without being blended, we no longer perceived any
Difference, finding only Salt Water,

It
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It may be faid, perhaps, that we had quitted the right
Channel, and I allow thatit may be true; but that Strug-
gle which we obferved fo near the Mouth, does not thew
a River viftorious, that opens itfelf a free Paflage, -and
for twenty Lieagues gives Laws to the Ocean. Befides, if
this Faét was true, at leaft in the Time of the Inundation,
in which Time we were, how came we to have fo much
Trouble to find the Mouth of the River? The Difference
alone of the Colour of the Waters would have difcovered
it to any the lealt attentive.

In Regard to this Colour, I have faid that the Miflifip-
2, after its Junction with the Miffouri, took the Colour
of the Waters of that River, which are white: But
would you believe it, Madam, that of all the Waters,
that we can take for a Ship’s Provifion, there are none
which keep {weet fo long as thefe ? Befides this, they are
excellent to drink when they have been left to fettle in
Jars, at the Bottom of which they leave a Kind of white
‘Tartar, which in all Likelihood, ferves equally to give
them the Colour they have, to purify them, and to pre-
ferve them.

The r12th at Noon, after having fuffered excef-
five Heats for feveral Days, and more intolerable ftill
in the Night than in the Day, we difcovered Cape
Sed, which i1s on the North Coaft of the Ifle of Cu-
ba, and very high. At Sun-fet we were over-againft
it, we then fteered to the Eaft, and failed in Sight of the
Shore ; the next Morning, at Day-break, we were over-
againft the Havanwau: This City is about eighteen
Leagues from Cape Sed, and about half-way we difcover
a very high Mountain, the 'Top of which is a Kind of
Platform. They call it the Table of Marianne.

Two Leagues beyond the Havannah, there is a littl:
Fort on the Coaft, which is called /s Hougue, from
whence we begin to difcover the Pain de Matance (the
Bread of Matance.) This is a Mountain, the Top of
which refembles "an Oven, or if you pleafe, a Loaf. It
ferves to reconnoitre the Bay of Matance, which is four-
teen Leagues [Bftance from the Hovannah. The Heat

continued
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tontinued increafing, and indeed we were on the Confines
of the Torrid Zone: And withal, we had fcarce any
Wind, and got forward only by Favour of the Current,
which runs to the Eaft,

The 14th, about fix in the Evening, we difcovered
from the Top of the main Maft the Coaft of Florida.
There 1s no prudent Mariner, who on difcovering this
Coaft, if he has not at lea(t fix or feven Hours Day-light
to run, does not tack about and keep off the Land till the
next Day, and there being no Coaft in the World where
it is of more Importance to fee every Thing clearly, be-
caufe of the Diverfity of the Currents, which we muft
never flatter ourfelves that we certainly know. We had
had an Inftance of no long Date in the Spanifb Galleons,
which were loft here fome Years ago, tor Want of the
Precaution which I have juft now mentioned. The Che-
valier 4’ Here, Captain of a Ship, who accompanied
them, did all in his Power to engage the General of the
Flota to wait till Day-Light to enter into the Channel,
but he could not fucceed with him, and he did not think
proper to throw himfelf away along with him. Qur Cap-
tain, who had received good Initructions on this Head,
had refolved to make Ufe of them; but too great Readi-
nefs to hearken to others had the fame Effe& with Re-
gard to him, as Prefumption had on the Spanifb General.
His firft Pilot, who thought himfelf the moft {kilful Man
in the World, and his Lieutenant, who knew not how
to doubt of any Thing, were of Opinion to continue the
Route, and he bad not the Refolution to oppofe them.
He propofed at leaft to make the North Eaft, and the
Confequences proved, that if his Opinion had prevailed,
we had efcaped Shipwreck. But he could prevail only
for making the North North Eaft, the Pilot pofitively af-
firming that the Currents bore violently to the Eaft. ~ He
faid the Truth, but it is only when we are near the Land
on that Side, as they bear to the Weft on the other Side,
on which we then were.

At feven o’Clock the Land appeared ftill at a confider-
able Diftance, and they could not fee it but from the
Vou, II. Q. Reune-
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Round-Top ; but half an Hour after, the Weather grow-
ing cloudy, a Sailor obferved by the Help of fome Flathes
of Lightening, that the Water had changed Colour. He
gave Notice of it, but his Information was received with
Laughter, they told him it was the Lightening that had
made the Water appear white. He {till maintained his
Opinion, many of his Companions were foon brought to
agree with him: The Officers would have made a Jeft
of it ftill, but they cried fo loud, and were fo many in the
fame Opinion, that the Captain ordered the Lead to be
thrown out. 'They found but fix Fathom Water; the
only fure Step they could have taken was to calt Anchor
that Moment, but there was no Anchor ready. They
thought to tack about, and perhaps it had been Time
enough, if they had ufed Difpatch; but they amufed
themfelves with founding again, and they found only five
Fathom Water. Prefently after they founded again and
found only three. Reprefent to yourfelf, Madam, a Par-
cel of Children, who feeing themfelves drawn towards the
Brink of a Precipice, are only attentive to know the
Depth of it, without taking any Meafures to avoid it.

Now there arofe a confufed Noife, every Man cried"
out as Joud as he could bawl, the Officers could not make
themfelves heard, and two or three Minutes after the
Ship ran aground : There rofe at this Inftant a Kind of
Storm, and the Rain which followed foon after made the
Wind fall; but it foon rofe again, fettled in the South,
and grew {tronger than before. The Ship began immedi-
ately to lay hard upon her Helm, and they were afraid
that the Main-Maft, which at every Shock rofe pretty
high, would jump out of its Step and fplit the Ship’s
Bottom. It was tried in the ufual Way, condemned, and
cut down immediately, after the Captain had given it the
firtt Stroke with a Hatchet, according to Cuftom.

Then the Licuienant went into the Boat, to try to dif-
cover in what I’lace we were, and in what Condition the
Ship was. He obferved that in the fore Part we had but
tour Feet Water, that the Bank on which we were
wrecked was {o fmall, that it was but juft large enough to
geceive the Ship, and that all round it the would have float-

ed.
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ed. But if we had efcaped this Bank, we could not have
thunned another, for we were furrounded with them,
and it is certain we fhould not have met with one fo com-
modious.

The Wind continued to blow violently ; our Ship con-
tinued to bear hard upon her Helm, and at every Shock
we expected it to fplie.  All the Effe@s of Fear were
painted on our Faces, and after the firt Tumult formed
by the Cries of the Sailors who worked the Ship, and by
the Groans of the Paflengers, who expeéted Death every
Moment, a deep and mournful Silence prevailed through
all the Company. We heard afterwards that fome Per-
fons took their Meafures fecretly not to be nonplufled,
in Cafe the Veffel thould go to Pieces: Not only the
Boat, but the Canoe alfo were in the Water, with every
‘Thing in Readinefs, and fome trufty Sailors were ordered
privately to be ready at the firft Signal. They affured
me afterwards, that they had agreed not to leave me in
the Danger.

This is certain, that I paffed the Night without clofing
my Lyes, and in the Situation of a Man who does not
cxpedt to fee the Day again. It appeared however, and
difcovered to us the Land at more than two Leagues from
us. It was not that which we difcovered at firft, and
which we faw flill at a great Diftance, but a low Land,
and which appeared to us very unfit to be inhabited.
Neverthelefs, this Sight was a Pleafure to us, and gave
us a little Courage.

Then they confidered if there was no Likelihood of
getting the Adour afloat again, and becaufe it was good
to have two Strings to our Bow, they thought at the fame
Time of the Means of getting out of fuch a bad Situati-
on, fuppofing it impoflible to recover the Ship. Then
they recolleéted that they fhipped a flat-bottom’d Boat,
with Defign to ufe it at §¢. Domingo, to load the Su-
gars they were to take in there. This was a very pru-
dent Precaution of the Captain, who had been told that
in that Country the Loading otten detains Ships in the
Road mueh longer than is convenient for the Interc(t o

Q2 the
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the Owners, and the Health of the Ship’s Company:
But Providence had another View without Doubt 1n in-
{piring him with this Thought. ‘This Boat faved us.

1 do not well know what paffed the fame Day between
the Officers and the Pilot, but there was no more Talk of
recovering the Veflel. Many have faid, that all their
Efforts for this Purpofe would have been ufelefs ; but the
Captain complained to me more than once, that they
would not fuffer him to make this Attempt in the Way
he chofe. They refolved therefore the fame Day to car-
ry all the People to Land, and they laboured all the
Morning to make a Raft, that they might not be obliged
to make feveral Trips.

However, they did not think proper yet to forfake the
Ship, and there were none but the Paflengers that were
embarked in the Long-Boat, and on the Raft. Ata Gun-
Shot from the Ship we found the Sea very high, and the
Bifcuit which we were carrying to Land was wetted :
A little Pettiaugre that followed the Boat couid with Dif-
ficulty kecp above Water, and the Raft which carried
twenty-two Men, was carried fo far by the Current, that
we thought it loft.

The Boat, in which I was made hafte to Land, that
it might go to affift the others; but as we were ready to
go athore, we perceived a pretty large Company of Sa-
vages armed with Bows and Arrows, which approached
us. 'This Sight made us refle&, that we were without
Arms, and we ftopt fome Time without daring to advance.
We even thought, all Things well confidered, that it
would be impradent to go any farther. The Savages
perceived our Diftrefs, and eafily conceived the Caufe of
it. They came near us, and cried out to us in Spanifb,
that they were Friends. When they faw this did not en-
courage us, they quitted their Arms, and came to us, be-
ing up to the Waift in Water.

We were foon furrounded by them, and it is certain,
that embarrafled as we were with Things in a Boat,
where we could not ftir, it was very eafy for them to dc-

ftroy
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firoy us. ‘They afked us at firft if we were Englifh ; we
anfwered them, we were not, but allies and good Friends
of the Spaniards: They feemed much rejoiced at this,
inviting us to land on their Ifland, and afluring us we
fhould be as fafe there as in our Ship. Miftruft on fome
Occafions only ferves to difcover Weaknefs, and gives
Rife to dangerous Surmifes. Therefore, we thought it
beft to accept the Invitation of thefe Barbarians, and fol-
lowed them to their Ifland, which we found to be one of
the Iflands called the Martyrs.

But what feems moft remarkable is, that we determin-
ed to take this Step upon the coming up of the Pettiau-
ere, in which there were but five or fix Men, whilft we
were talking with the Savages; we certainly ran a great
Rifque in trufting ourfelves without Arms into the Hands
of thefe Floridans, and we were well convinced of it in the
Sequel: Four or five Men more were not capable of mak-
ing them change their Defign, fuppofing thefe Barbari-
ans had any ill Intentions againft us; and I never think
of the Boldnefs which this light Reinforcement infpired
us with, but I reprefent to myfelf thofe Perfons, who
cannot go alone in the dark, and whom the Prefence of a
Child immediately emboldens, by employing their Ima-
gination, which alone caufes all their Fear.

However, we were no fooner landed on the Ifland,
than we began to diftruft the Officers, having likewife
but little Ground to depend on the Savages. 'The Cap-
tain of the Adour had brought us hither; but as foon as
he had put us on Shore, he took his Leave of us, faying,
he was obliged to return on Board, where he had many
"Things to do, and he would fend us dire&ly whatever
we wanted, efpecialty Arms.  There was nothing in this
but what was reafonable, and we eafily conceived that his
Prefence was neceflary in his Ship: But we refleéted that
he had brought away only the Paffengers, and that all the
Ship’s Company would be compleat, upon the Return of
the Captain.

This made us fufpeét that the Boat, which they fpoke
of to us, was only a Lure to amufe us, and they had only

Q3 landed
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landed us as People that were a2 Burthen to them, that
they might take Advantage of the Boat and the Cance,
togo to the Havannah, or to 8t. Auguftinin Florida. We
were all more confirmed in thefe Sufpicions, when we found
that we all had the fame Thought; this Agreement made us
judge that it was not without Foundation : Upon which
it was refolved among us, thatI fhould return with the
Captain to the Ship, in order to prevent unjuft Refoluti-
ons, if they were tempted to take any.

I therefore declared to the Captain, that fince his
Chaplain refolved to ftay in the Ifland, it was not proper
that I thould remain there alfo ; that it was better to fe-
parateus, and that I was refolved not to lie from on board
the Ship, whilft any Perfon remained on board. He feem-
ed a little furprifed at my Difcourfe, but he made no Ob-
jeCtion, and we fet off. I found on my Arrival at the
Ship, that they had fpread the Sails, to fee, as they faid,
if it was poflible to difengage it. But there were many
other Manceuvres to make for this End, and they did not
think fit to try them.

In halfan Hour the Wind turned to the Eaft, and grew
very ftrong, which obliged us to furl the Sails: But this
Storm proved the Means of faving thofe who were upon
the Float, and who had been carried a great Way out to
Sea: The Billows drove them back again towards us, and
as foon as we perceived them, the Captain fent them his
Long-Boat, which took them in Tow, and brought
them again to the Ship.  Thefe unfortunate People,
who were for the moft Part poor Paflengers, expe&-
ed nothing but Death, and on our Side, we began to de-
fpair of faving them, when Providence raifed this little
Storm to fave them from perifhing at Sea.

My Prefence was more neceflary in the Ship than 1 had
imagined. 'The Sailors, during the Cuaptain’s Abfence,
were refolved to drown in Wine their Sorrow and Cares,
Tn Spite of the Lieutenant, whom they did not much re-
fpect, and whom many did not love, they had broke open
the Locker that fecured the Stores, and we found them
alnioft all dead drunk, And I faw fome Symptoms amongft

them
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them of Mutiny and Defertion, from which I judged
there was every Thing to fear, if it was not remedied be-
times ; and the more, as the Captain, though liked well
enough by the Sailors, knew not how to make himfelf
obeyed by the inferior Officers, the greateft Part of whom
were mach inclined to mutiny, and who could not bear
his Licutenant,

To encreafe our Uneafinefs, a Company of Savages
followed us clofe, and we conceived, that if we had no
Violence to fear from them, it would not be eafy to thun
their Importunities, and particularly, that we ought to
guard well what we were not willing to lofe. The moft
diftinguithed called himfelf Don Antonio, and fpoke Spa-
nifh pretty well, He had learnt ftill better the Spanifb Gra-
vity and Manners. If he faw any one well drefled, he
afked him if he was a Cawallero, and he had begun with
telling us that he was one, and the moft diftinguifhed of
his Nation. However, he had not very noble Inclinati-
ons ; he longed for every Thing he faw, and if they had
not been denied, he and his Company had left us nothing
but what they could not carry away. He afked me for
my Girdle ; I told him him I could not {pare it ; he con-
ceived that it was only neceflary for my Caflock, and atk-
ed it of me with great Importunities,

We learnt of him that almoft all the Savages of his
Village had been baptized at the Havannah, whither they
made 2 Voyage once a Year. "Theyare forty-five Leagues
diftant from it, and they make this Paffage in little Petti-
augres very flat, in which People would not venture to
crofs the Seine at Paris. Don Antonio farther informed
us that he had a King, who was called Don Diego, and
that we fhould fee him next Day. He then afked us
what Refolution we intended to take, and offered to condu &
us to 8¢, Auguftin. Welet him know that we took his Offer
in good Part, we treated him and all his Company well,
and they returned well fatished to all Appearance.

The Bodies of thefe Savages are redder than any T have
yet feen : We could never learn the Name of ti=ir Na-
tion : Butalthough they did not appear to have the beft

4 Difpotition,
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Difpofition, they did not feem to us fo mifchievous, as to
be of thofe Calos or Carlos, fo much decried for their Cru-
elties, and whofe Country is not far from the Martyrs. 1
do not believe that thefe are Men-Eaters ; but perhaps
they behaved fo well tp us only becanfe we were the
ftrongeft. Iknow not what Quarrel they have had with
the Englifb, but we had great Reafon to believe that they
did not love them. The Vifit of Don Anfonio might ve-
ry well proceed from no other Motive than to enquire if
we were not of that Nation, or if it would not be too
great a Rifque for them to attack us.

The 16thI thought myfelf obliged to go to encourage
thofe who remained in the Ifland, and to whom the Sava-
ges kept the Promife they had made them the Evening
before. 1 paffed almoft the whole Day with them; and
in the Evening, at my Return, I found all the Shipin an
Uproar. 'The Authors of the Difturbance were inferior
Officers, and all the beft Sailors were of their Side. They
wanted to be revenged of the Liecutenant ; who till then,
as they faid, had treated them with great Haughtinefs and
Severity. The Wine, which they had at Difcretion,
heated their Heads more and more, and it was fcarce any
longer poflible to make them hear Reafon,

'The Captain fhewed on this Occalion a Prudence, 1
Steadinefs, and a Moderation, which one would not have
expeéted from his Age, his Want of Experience, and his
palt Conduét : He knew how to make himfelf beloved and
feared by People, who fcarce any longer hearkened to
any Thing but their Fury and Caprice. The Lieutenant,
on his Part, confounded the moft mutinous by his Intre-
pidity ; and having found Means to feparate and employ
them, he carried his Point, and reduced them to Obe-
dience. They had at laft got from the Bottom of the
Hold, the Boat fo much promifed, and they had carried it
to the Ifland. It was neceflary to fit it up, and to lodge
themfelves till it was ready, and to get out of the Ship
Provifions and Ammunition, to fortify themfelves againft
any Surprize of the Savages. The Captain employed in
thefe Works all thofe whom he moft diftrufted ; and en-

" treated
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treated of me to ftay on board, toaffift the Lieutenant in
keeping the reft to their Duty.

The 17th, at Day-break, there appeared a Sail two
Leagues from us. 'We made Signals of Diftrefs with our
Flag *, and fome Time after we obferved that he lay by
to wait for us. Immediately the Lieutenant took the
Canoe, and went aboard to atk the Captain if he would
take us all in. Butit was only a Brigantine of one hun-
dred Tons, which had been plundered by Pirates, and
which for three Days had made many Efforts to get out
of this Bay ; where the Currents, the C:ptain faid, be-
ing ftronger this Year than had ever i:en known, had
drawn his Brigantine againtt all his Endeavours to the con-
trary, though he made the Eaft-North-+att. Tt is true,
that we had this only from our l.ieutenant, whc. fome
fufpefted of inventing this Story, that he inight attribute
to the Strength and Irregulari‘y of the Currents, the
Misfortune in which his Obflinacy had engaged us.

However that might be, the Eng/ifh Captain confented
to take in twenty Perfons, if we would fupply him with
Provifions and Water of which they were in great Want.
‘The Condition was accepted, and the Captain approached
us in Fa&, with Intention to drop an Anchor as near us
as poflible ; but a ftrong Wind from the South rifing on
a fudden, he was obliged to purfue his Route, that he
might not expofe himfelf to the Danger of being loft, in
endeavouring to fuccour us. The 19th we again faw three
Ships under Sail. They went to make them the fame
Propofals as to the firft, but they could not perfuade them
to accept them. They were alfo Englifb, whocomplain-
ed of being plundered by Pirates,

The fame Day, as there was nothing left in the Adous
that we could carry away, we took our laft Leave of her,
with fo much the more Regret, as that for the four Days
which fhe had been a-ground, fhe had not taken 2 Drop

of

* ‘This is done bv hoifting the Flag to the Top of the Staff,
and twilting it about it to that it can’t fly abroad.
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of Water ; and we went all to Land after Sun-fet. We

found here fome Tents, which they had fet up with the

Sails of the Ship ; a Guard-Houfe, where Day and Night

they kept a fri& Watch ; and fome Provifions, well fe--
cured in 2 Warehoufe, where they alfo kepta Guard.

The Ifland in which we were, might be about four
Leagues in Compafs. There were fome to the Right
and Left of different Extents 5 and that where the Sava-
ges had their Cabins, was the leaft of all, and the neareft
our’s. ‘They lived there entirely by fithing; and all this
Coaft abounds with Fifh, in Proportion as the Earth 1s
incapable of fupplying any Neceflaries for Life. Asto
their Drefs, fome Leaves of Trees, or a Piece of Bark,
fuffices them ; they have nothing covered but what De-
cency teaches all Men to hide.

‘The Soil of thefe Iflands is a very fine Sand, or rather
a Kind of Lime calcin’d, every where intermixed with a
white Coral, which is eafily reduced to Powder. There
are alfo only Buthes and Shrubs here, without a fingle
Tree. ‘The Shores of the Sea are covered with tolerably
fine Shells ; and they find here fome Sponges, which feem
to be thrown up by the Waves of the Sean ftormy Wea-
ther. 'They fay, that what keeps the Savages here, are
the Shipwrecks, which are common enough in the Chan-
nel of Babama, and of which they always make their Ad-
vantage. 'We do not even fee a fingle Beaft in all thefe
Iflands; which feem to be accurfed by Gop and Man,
and where there would be no Inhabitants, if there were
not found fome Men folely attentive to take Advantage of
others Misfortunes, and often to put the finithing Stroke
to them,

The 20th, Don Diego paid usa Vifit. He is a young
Man, of a Stature under the middle Size, and of an Ap-
pearance bad enough. He was almoft as naked as his Sub-
jedts, and the few Clothes he had on were not worth
picking off a Dunghill. He had about his Head a Kind of
Fillet, of I know not what Stuff, and which fome Tra-
vellers would certainly have called a Digdem. He had no

Attendants,
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Attendants, no Mark of Dignity; nothing, in 2 Word,
to fhew who he was. A young Woman pretty well thap-
ed, and decently dreffed asa Savage, accompanied him,
and they told us it was the Queen his Spoufe.

We received their Florider Majefties with fome State-
linefs ; however, we thowed them fome Marks of Friend-
fhip, and they feemed very well fatisfied with us. But
we could difcover nothing in thefe of thofe Caciques, whofe
Power and Riches are fa highly extolled by the Hiftorian
of Florida. We faid a few Words to Don Diego, of the
Offer that Don Antonig had made to us, to carry us to Sz
Auguftin, and he gave us Room to hope, that he would
do us all the Services that lay in his Power. ‘To engage
him the more in our Intereft, I made him a Prefent of one

of my Shirts, and he received it with a great deal of
Thankfulnefs.

He came again the next Day, wearing my Shirt over
his Rags, which hung down to his Heels ; and he let us
know that he was not properly the Sovereign of his Nation,
. but that he held his Dignity under another Cacique, far-
ther off. However he 15 abfolute in his own Village, and
had juft then given a very good Proof of it. Don Antonis,
who appeared to be twice his Age, and who could eafily
have beaten two fuch, came to fee usfoon after, and told
us that Don Diego had threfhed him foundly, becaufe
he had got drunk in the Adour, where,. in all Likelihood,
they had forgotten fome Remains of Brandy.—The moft
confiderable Difference that appears between the Savages
of Canada and thofe of Florida, 1s the Dependence which
the latter have on their Chiefs, and the Refpe& they
fhew them. Alfo, we fee not in them, as in the Savages
of Canada, thole elevated Sentimenis, and that Noble~
nefs, which Independence produces, and which is fup-
plied in civilized States by the Principles of Religion and
Honour, which proceed from Education.

The 22d, Don Diego came to dine with us without
Ceremony, dreffed as the Day before. He feemed to be
much pleafed with this Drefs, which gsve him neverthe-

lefs
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lefs a very ridiculous Air ; which, added to his ill Look,
made him exallly refemble a Man who goes to make the
Amende bonorable ».  Either from Religion or Antipathy,
we could never engage him to eat any Meat: We had flill
the Remains of a Fith, which he had fent us the Day be-
fore, he eat fome of this, and drank Water.

After Dinner we were willing to talk of Bufinefs ; but
he told us direétly, that after having well confidered of
our Propofal, he could neither give us Don Antonio, nor
any of his People, to condu& us to §t. Auguflin, becaufe
on the Route which we were obliged to take, there were
fome numerous Nations, with whom he was at War. I
know not whether they did not then repent of having fo
inconfiderately forfaken the Adour, for after Don Diego
left us, they fent the Canoe to her ; but thofe who went
in it to her, told us at their Return, that the Savages had
broke her to Pieces, and that fhe was filling with Wa-
ter,

The 23d, the Boat was finithed, and they thought in
earneft to refolve what Courfe to take. ‘They had the
Choice of two, and they were divided: Some were for
hazarding the Paflage to the Havannah, the others were
for following the Coaft to 2. Auguflin. The latter Courfe
feemed the fafefl, the former was the fhorteft, But if
this was a prudent Courfe, we ought to have doneit the
Day after the Shipwreck, or rather have fent the Long-
Boat to the Havannah, to have informed the Governor
of our Situation, and to have afked him to fend us a Bri-
gantine. 'The Rigging alone of the Adour, would have
been more than {uflicient to have repaid the Expences he
might have been at. '

However that might be, the greateft Part of the Ship®s
Company were of the laft Opinion ; it was impoffible to
to bring them to any other. 'They were forty ; and they
demanded the Boat and the Canoe, and we were obliged

to

. That is, to da Penance in a white Sheet, witha Torch
in his Hand.

v
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to yield to their Requeft. The Chaplain of the Adoar
was of this Number: If it had not been fo, I fhould
have thought myfelf obliged to accompany them; but it
was neceflary to divide the fpiritual Aids, as we did the
Provifions. The next Morning, after Mafs, the Chap-
lain, who was a Dominican Father, defired that I would
blefs the three Vehicles: I obeyed, and I baptized the
Boat, and called it the 8% Saviour. In the Evening af-
ter Prayers, I made a laft Effort to bring all our People
- to be of one Opinion ; [ eafily obtained, that the Day fol-

lowing they fhould depart together, that they fhould go to
encamp in the Ifland that was fartheft from the Land, and
that they fhould determine there according to the Wind.

‘We departed in Fatt the 25th about Noon, and we
failed together for feveral Leagues ; but towards Sun-fet,
we faw the Boat take the Channel, that they muft crofs
to go to the Havannah, without concerning themfelves
about the Canoe, whofe Provifions they carried; and
which not being able to follow them, was obliged to join
us. We received them kindly, tho’ amongft thofe who
were in it, there were fome whom we had Reafon not to
be pleafed with. We landed in the Ifland, where we
had agreed all to unite, and where a Company of Savages
were come already, I know not with what Defign. We
were upon our Guard all Night, and we departed very
early in the Morning,

The Weather was charming, and the Sea fine, and
our Company began to envy thofe that were in the Boat
as having taken the better Courfe. Some began to mur-
mur at it, and our Chiefs thought it beft to feem willing
to fatisfy them : So they took the Route of the Channel,
After two Hours, the Wind grew ftronger, and they
fancied they faw the Appearances of a Storm ; then they
all agreed that it was Rafhnefs to engage ourfelves in fuch
a long Traverfe, in fuch Boats as our’s; for nothing
could be weaker than our Boats, which took Water every
where : But as to go to 8% Auguftin, we muft have gone
all the Way back ‘which we had made hitherto, we unani-
moufly agreed to go towards Biloxi. ‘ '

So
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So we made the Weft, but we did not advance much
that Day, and we were obliged to pafs the Night in the
Boat, which was far from having Room enough for us all
to lie down. The 27th, we encamped in an Iffand,
where we found fome Cabins forfaken, fome Paths a
great deal trodden, and the Footfteps of Spanifb Shoes.
This is the firft of the Turtle Iflands. 'The Soil is the
fame as at the Martyrs. 1can’t conceive what Men can
do in fuch a bad Country, and fo diftant from any humarn
Habitation. We ftill fteered Weft, and we failed with
fuch a Rapidity, that could only proceed from the Cur~
rents.

We went a great Way again the 25th,. till Noon,
Though we had little Wind, the Iflands feemed to run
Poft-hafte by the Side of us. At Noon we took the Ele-
vation, which we found twenty-four Degrees fifteen Mi-
nutes. If our Sea Charts were exalt, we were at the
Weft End of the Turtle Iflands. It was hazardous to
engage ourfelves in the open Sea, and If I could have go-
verned, we fhould have left all thefe Iflands on the Left
Hand ; but our Officers were afraid they thould not find
a Paflage between them and the Continent. ‘They had
great Reafon to repent it, for we were two Days with-
out feeing Land, though we fteered continually North
and North Eaft.

"Then our Sailors began to defpair, and in reality there
needed only a Guft of Wind, feveral of which we had
often met with, to drown us. Even the calm Weather
had its Inconveniencies; they were obliged to row all
Day, and the Heat was exceflive. 'The Sailors had Rea-
fon enough to be diffatisfied : The Obflinacy of two or
three People had expofed us to the Danger in which we
found ourfelves ; but the Mifchief was done, and requir-
ed another Remedy, than Murmuring. Since our De-
patture from Louifiana, 1 could not prevail with the
greatelt Part to come to the Sacraments, very few had
even performed the Duties of Eaffer. 1 took Advantage
of this Occafion to engage every Body to promife to con-
fefs themfelves, and to communicate as foon as we fhould
come again to Land: The Promife was fcarcely made,
when the Land appeared.

We
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We fteered dire&tly for it, and we arrived there before
Noon. The 4th at Noon we were in 26 Degrees 56
Minutes Latitude. We had always the main Land in
Sight, without being able to approach it, becaufe it was
bordered with Iflands and Peninfulas, the greateft Part of
which are low and barren, and bstween which there 1s
fcarce a Paflage for a Canoe of Bark. What we fuffered
the moft from was, that we found no Water in them.
The next Day we were often ftopped by contrary Winds,
but we found Shelter every where, and we got a {mall
Matter by fhooting and fithing. 'We wanted pothing but
Water: I took the Advantage of this Delay to make
every Body keep the Promife they had made of coming
to the Sacrament.

It appears that there are few Savages in all this Coun-
try.  We faw only four one Day, who came towards us
in a Pettiaugre: We waited for them; but when they
had reconnoitred us, they did not dare to approach, and
made all the Hafte they could back to Shore. The 1oth,
we were obliged to retrench the Allowance of Brandy,
which we had hitherto diftributed every Day to each Man,
as there was but little left, which we judged neceflary to
preferve for more preffing Occafions.  'We began allo to
be {paring of our Provifions, clpecially the Bifcuit, Part
of which had been fpoiled : So that we were reduced to
great Extremities, having often at a Meal only a Handful
ot Rice, which we were obliged to boil i brackith
Water.

But this Coaft is the Kingdom of Oyflers, as the great
Bank of Newfoundland, and the Gulph and the River St
Laurence are that of the Cod-Fith.  All thefe low Lands,
which we coalted as near as poflible, are bordered with
Trees, to which there are faftened a prodigious Quantity
of little Oyfters, of an exquifite Tafte: Others, much
larger and lefs dainty, are found in the Sea in fuch Num-
bers, that they form Banks 1n it, which we take at firft
for Rocks on a Level with the Surface of the Water. As
we did not dare to leave the Shore, we often entered in-
to pretty deep Bays, which we were obliged to go round,

which
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which gréatly lengthened our Way ; but as foon as the
main Land difappeared, our Men thought themfelves loft.

The t5th, in the Morning, we met a Spanifb Long-
Boat, in which were about fifteen Perfons: They were
Part of the Crew of a Ship which had been wrecked about
the River §t. Martin. It was twenty-five Days fince
this Misfortune had happened, and for forty-two Per-
fons they had only a little Boat, which they made Ufe of
by Turns, and which obliged them to make very fhort
Jowrnies. 'This Meeting was a good Providence in our
Favour, for without the Inftruction which the Spanifb
Captain gave us, we could never have found the Route
which we were to keep; and the Uncertainty of what
might become of us, might have inclined our Mutineers
to fome Violence, or to fome defperate Refolution.

The next Night we were in very great Danger. We
all lay in a little Ifland, except three or four Men who
guarded the Boat. One of them, after having lighted
his Pipe, imprudently fet his Match on the Side of the
Boat, exaéltly in the Place where the Arms, the Powder,
and the Provifions were kept in a Cheft covered with a
Tarpaulin : He fell afleep after this, and while he flept,
the Tarpaulin took Fire. The Flame waked him as well
as his Companions, but in one Minute more the Boat
bad been blown up or funk; and I leave you to judge
what would have become of us, having only a Canoe,
which could hold but the fixth Part of our Company,
without Provifions, Ammunition, or Arms, and on an
Ifland of Sand, in which there grew only fome wild
Herbs.

The next Day, the 16th the Canoe left us to go to
join the Spaniards. We had the Wind againft us, and
we were obliged to go with the Sounding-Line in Hand,
becaufe the Coaft was fo flat, and fo paved with fharp
Flints, that at fix Leagpes from the Shore our Boat,
which drew but two Feet Water, was every Moment in
Danger of ftriking and bulging. We were in the fame
Dittrefs the two following Days, and the 2oth we eg-
camped in an Ifland which makes the Eaft Point of the

Bay
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Bay of the Apalaches. All Night we faw Fires on the
main Land, which we were near, and we had obferved
the fame for fome Days.

"The 211t we fet off with a very thick Fog, which be-
ing foon difperfed, we faw fome Buoys, which the Spani-
ards had told us to follow. We followed them making
the North, and we found that withount this Help it was
impoflible to fhun the Sand-Banks, of which this Coaft 1s
full, and which for the moft Part are covered with Cyf-
ters. Abont ten 0’Clock we perceived a Iquare Fort of
Stone, with pretty regular Baftions ; we immediatly hoift-
ed the white Flag, and a Moment after they called out
to us in French not to come any nearer.

‘We ftopt, and in a Moment we faw a Pettiaugre com-
ing towards us, with three Men in it. One of the three
was a Bifcayneer : He had been a Gunner in Lowifiana,
and he was in the fame Employment at 2. Mark. After
the common Queftions, the Bifcayneer was of Opinion,
that only the Captain. of the Adowr and I fhould go to
fpeak with the Commandant, which we accordingly did.
‘This Commandant was only a Deputy, and a Man of
Senfe : He made no Difficulty to let our Boat come up to
the Fort, and he invited our Officers and the principal
Paflengers to Dinner ; but it was after our boat had been
vifited, and all the Arms and Ammunition taken out, and
carried to his own Magazine, with a Promife to reftore
them when we {hould depart.

This Poft, which M. Delille has fet down in his Chart
under the Name of St. Murie d’Apalache, was always
called §¢. Mark. The Spaniards had fermerly a confide-
rable Settlement here, but which was reduced to be of
little Confequence, when in 1704 it was entirely deftroy-
ed by the Baglifb of Carolina, accompanied by a great
Number of the Savages called Alibamons. 'The Spanifh
Garrifon, which confifted of thirty-two Men, were made
Prifoners of War; but the Savages burnt 17 of them,
among whom were three Francifcan Friars; and of feven
thoufand Apalaches, who were 1n this Canton, and who
had almoft alt embraced Chriftianity, there remained at

Vor. II. R St
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St. Mark but four hundred, who withdrew towards the
Maubile, where the greateft Part of them are at prefent.

The Forefts and Meadows near the Fort are full of
wild Cattle and Horfes, which the Spaniards let run here,
and as they want them, they fend fome Savages, who
take them with Snares. Thefe Savages are alfo Apalaches,
who probably went away when the Englifb took this
Place, and who returned after they were retired. For
the reft, this Bay is exaétly what Garcilaffo de la V:ga,
in his Hiftory of Flerida, calls the Port of Auté. The
Fort is built on alittle Eminence, furrounded by Marthes,
and a little below the Confluence of two Rivers, one of
which comes from the North Eaft, and the other from
the North Weft. They are but {mall, and full of Cai-
mans, and notwithftanding pretty well ftored with Fifh.

Two Leagues higher, on the River of the North
Weft, thereis a Village of Apalaches; and in the Lands
to the Weft, at a League and half from the Fort, there
is 2 fecond. 'This Nation formerly very numerous, and
which, divided into feveral Cantons, poflefled a very
large Country, is at prefent reduced to be very inconfi-
derable. It embraced Chriftianity long ago, yet the Spa-
zniards do not truft them, and they do right: For befides
that thefe Chriftians, being deftitute of all fpiritual Aids
for a great Number of Years, are no longer fuch but in
Name, their Conquerors treated them at firft with fo
much Severity, that they ought alwayst o look upon them
as Enemies not well reconciled. It is difficult to make

-good Chriftians of People, to whom their firft Treat-
ment rendered Chriffianity odious.

They told us at 2. Mark, that a Refolution was taken
to re-cftablifh this Poft in its firft State, and that they
cxpetted here five thoufand Families: This is much more
than the Spaniards of Flsrida can raife. The Country
1s fine, well wooded, well watered, and they fay that the
farther you advance into the Country, the more fruitful
it grows.  They confirmed to us at this Fort, what the
Spaniards whom we met had told us already, that the
~avages of the Martyrs, and their King Don Diego, .

were
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were a bad Sort of People, and that if we had not kept a
good Guard, they would have done us fome Injury. They
told us farther, that a Spanifb Brigantine being lately
wrecked near the Place where we met four Savages in a
Pettiaugre, all the Crew had been impaled, and eaten by
thefe Barbarians.

St. Mark is dependent on 8¢, Auguflin for Military and
Civil Affairs, and on the Hawvannabh i Spirituals. Not-
withftanding, it is the Convent of the Cordeliers of St.
Auguftin that fends a Chaplain hither: I found one here,
who was a very amiable Perfon, and who did us very
great Service. He informed us, that the Commandant
of §t. Mark wanted to detain us till he had given Advice
of our Arrival to the Governor of §2. Auguftin, and had
received his Orders. I defired him to afk this Officer if
he' was in a Condition to fupport us all the Time that we
fhould be hese, fince what Provifions we had left were
fcarce fufficient to carry us to Louifiana.

He acquitted himfelf very well of his Commiffion, and
his Difcourfe accompanied with fome Prefents, which he
hinted to us that we ought to make the Governor, had
all the Iiffe& which we expefted from it. This Officer
granted us, with a very good Grace, fome Guides, which
we defired of him for §t. Fofeph, which is thirty Leagues
from 8¢, Mark ; and the Way, as we had been informed,
not eafy to find.

This obliged us to ftay the next Day, and I was not
forry for ity for befides being pretty well lodged in the
Fort with the Cordelier (a Diftinétion that was paid to me,
and which I owed to my Habit) I was glad to take a thort
Survey of the Environs of the Fort. They go by Land
from St. Mark to St. Augufiin ; the Journey is eighty
Leagues, and the Way very bad.

We departed the 22d in the Morning, 2nd the 23th,
about ten 0’Clock, our Guides made us undertake a Tra-
verfe of three Leagues, to enter into a Kind of Channel,
formed on one Side-by the Continent, and on the other
by a String of Iflands, of various Extents. Without our

Ra2 Guides,
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Guides, we fhould never have dared to engage ourfelves
amonrg them, and we fhquld have miffed the Bay of §.
Fofeph. We were now almoft deftitiite of Provifions,
and the Difficulty of finding Water encreafed every Day.
One Evening that we had dug at ten Paces from the Sea,
on a pretty high Ground, and got none but brackith Wa-
ter, which was impoflible to drink, I thought of making
a thallow Hole clofe to the Sea Side, and in the Sand: It
immediately filled with Water that was tolerably frefh,
and as clear as if it had been-taken from the fineft Spring ;
but after I had filled a Veflel, it lowed no more, which
made me judge that it was Rain Water, - gathered in this
Place, meeting with a hard Bottom, and I judge that
this may often happen.

As foon as we had got a-head of the Iflands, we failed
till ten o’Clock at Night. Then the Wind fell, but the
"Tide which began to ebb, fupplied the Want of it, and
we went forward all Night. ‘This is, the firft Time that
I obferved any regular Tides in the Gulph of Mexico, and
the two Spaniards told us, that from this Place to Penfa-
¢ole the Flux is twelve Hours, and the Reflux as much.
Next Day, the 26th, a contrary Wind kept us till Night,
in an Ifland pretty well wooded, which is ten or twelve
Leagues long, and where we killed as many Larks and
Woodcocks as we pleafed. We faw alfo here a great
Number of Rattle-Snakes. Our Guides called it the Iffe
des Chiens (of Dogs,) and from the Beginning of it, they
reckoned ten Leagues to §¢. Mark, and fifteen to §t. Fo-
Jfeph 5 but they were certainly miftaken in the laft Article,
for it is at leaft twenty Leagues, and very long ones.

The 27th, at eleven o’Clock at Night, we ran upon a
Bank of Oyfters as large as the Crown of my Hat, and
we were above an Hour in getting off again. We went
from thence to pafs the Night in a Country Houfe, be-
longing to a Captain of the Garrifon of St Foféph named
Dioniz, and at our Arrival they told us very ffrange News.

They affured us that all Louifiana was evacuated by the
French 5 that alarge French Ship came to Ship Ifland, and
had embarked there the Commandant, the Diregtor, and

all
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all the Officers ; that after their Departure, the Savages
had killed all the Inhabitants and Soldiers that were left,
cxcept a fmall Number who had faved themfelves in two
Sloops 3 that being in Want of Provifions, they were
gone to the Bay of St Fofeph ; that thofe who arrived
firlt were well received, but that they would not permit
the others to land, for Fear left fo many French being to-
gether, they fhould be tempted to make themfelves Maf-
ters of this Poft, which we formerly pofle{led.

All this Story had fo little Probability, that I could not
poflibly believe it ; but it was told with fo many Circum-
ftances, and coming from People who had {o little Intereft
to impofe upon us, and who being but at feven Leagues
from S§t. Fofeph, might bave News from thence every
Day, that it feemed hard to think it fhould be without
any Foundation. The greateft Part of our People were
flruck with it ; and I found in myfelf that thefe general
Confternations are communicated to the Heart, in Spite of
our Underftanding, and that it is as impofiible not to feel
fome Fear in the midft of People who are feized with it,
as not to be affliCted with thofe that weep. Idid notin
the leaft believe what they had juft told us, and yet I
could not be eafy.

In the mean Time our Company, in Spite of their De-
{pair, finding Plenty of Provifions, and the Servants of
the Sieur Dioniz very obliging, feafted all the reft of the
Night. In the Morning our Guides took Leave of us, ac-
cording to their Orders. Wehad no further need of them
for befides that we could not mifs our Way to St Fofeph,
we met with at the Houfe of M. Dioniz a0 Frenchman, a
Soldier in his Company, and an old Deferter from Afzubile,
who was heartily tired of the Spanifb Service, among
whom he was often almoft ftarved, as he faid, though
they paid him well: So we eafily engaged him to go with
us to 8¢. Fofeph, and from thence to Lousfrana, fuppofing
he could get his Difcharge.

We arrived about five in the Afternoon at §¢. Fu/eph,
where we were perfedlly well received by the Govirnor.
We found there two great Boats of Briexs, with four

R 3 Pronch
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French Officers, who were come to reclaim fome Defer-
ters, but they did not find them here. We had feen
them the 24th, being Whit-Sunday, in a Bark that was
under Sail, and which paffed pretty. near us. It is very
probable that théy had touched at §t. Fofeph ; and to give
a Colour to their Defertion, they had given out what the
Night before had fo greatly alarmed us. Two Cordeliers,
who ferved the Chapel of the Fort, having heard of my
Arrival, came tooffer me a Bed in their Houfe, which I
accepted very thankfully. .

For the reft, Tdo not think there is a2 Place in the
‘World where one might lefs expe& to meet with Men,
and efpecially Europeans, than at St. Fofeph. By the Si-
tuation of this Bay, its Shores, its Soil, and all that En-
virons it, nothing can make one conceive the Reafons of
fuch a Choice. A flat Coaft, open to the Wind, a bar-
ren Sand, a poor Country ; and which can have no Man-
ner of Commerce, nor even ferve for Magazines: To
fuch a Pitch have the Spanigrds carried their Jealoufy of
our Settlements in Louiftana. 'We had been guilty of the
Folly before them, but it was only for a.fhort Time.
‘There is Reafon to think that they alfo wilt correé it {foon ;
and that when we have reftored Penfacole to them, they
will tranfport thither every Thing they have at 8z, Fo-

fiph.

The Fort is not fituated in the Bay, but on the Turn
of a bending Point, and which enclofes an Ifland. 'This
Fort is only built of Earth, but well inclofed with Pali-
fadoes, and well defended by Guns. It has a pretty nu-
merous Garrifon, an Etat Major compleat, and almoft alj
the Officers have their Families with them. Their Hou-
fes are neat and convenient, and tolerably furnithed, but
every where in the Streets we fink up to the Ancles in
Sand. The Liagies never go out but to Church, and al-
ways with a Pomp and Gravity, whichis to be feen no
wiere but among the Spaniards.

The Day_ ater our Arrival, which was the 29th, there
wasa great aner at the Serjeant Major’s, ‘This Offi-
cer had been in Louifiana, and been higlily treated there.

He
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He was overjoyed to find' this Occafion to make us a Re-
turn. He had efpecially made a particular Friendthip in
his Journey to Louifiana with M. Hubert, who was then
the principal Commiffary there, and who was amongft
us. He heard that a Daughter of his Friend, three
Years old, who was going to France with her Father, had
only been fprinkled : He defired they would complete the
Ceremonies of her Baptifm at §z. Fofeph, and he would
be her Godfather. This was performed with great Pomp,
and firing of the Guns. The Godmother was a Niece
of the Governor’s, who at Night gave a magnificent Sup-
per; and by an Excefs of Politenefs, feldem found among
the Spaniards, he would have the Company of the La-
dies. He compleated all thefe Civilities, by furnithing us
with Plenty of Provifions to continue our Route, though
he had not yet received the Convoy that was to bring him
Provifions from the Havanrab, and for this Reafon he had
reflufed fome to the Officers of Biloxi; but our Neceflity
had touched him extremely.

We departed the 3coth with the two Boats, and the
Fort faluted us with five Guns. We made feven Leagues
that Day, and we anchored at the Entrance of a Ruver;
which comes out of a Bay open to the South Eaft. At
Eleven at Night, the Wind coming fair, we took Advan-
tage of it, and we fteered Weft North Wefl. - All the
Coaft was upan the fame Point of the Compafs for twen-
ty Leagues, quite to the Iland of §2. Rofe; and we do
not find a fingle Place to get Shelter from a Guft of
Wind that thould come from the open Sea.

The 31{t, at Four in the Afternoori, we had made
twenty Leagues, and we anchored behind an Hland which
thuts up the great Bay of St Rofe, the Entrance of
which is dangerous when the Sea runs high. Had we
been a Moment later, we thould have been greatly em-
barraffed, for the Wind torned all at onze from the
North Eaft to the South Weft; and the Waves ran fo
high the fame Inftant, that it would have been impoflitic
for us to have palled.

"The 1t of Fune, about Two or Three in the Morning
the Tide beginning to flow, we reimbarked; and having
Ry Sune
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gone a fmall League, we entered into the Channel of -
Rofz, which is fourteen Leagues long. 1t is formed by
the Ifland of St. Rofe, which has this Length, but is ve-
ry narrow; which appears all covered with Sand, and
which neverthelefs is not ill wooded. The Continent is
very high, and bears Trees of all Kinds. The Soil 15 al-
moft as fandy as at §z. Mark; but if they dig ever {o little,
they find Water. The Wood here is very hard, but
fubje& to rot foon. Al this Coaft fwarms with wild
Fowl, and the Sea with Fith. ‘This Channel is narrow
at its Entrance; afterwards it widens, and continues the
Breadth of half a League to the Bay of Penfacole. 'The
Current is {trong here, and was in our Favour.

About Eleven 0’Clock we doubled the Point aux Chev-
veuils (of Roe-Bucks;) at the Turn of which the Bay be-
gins. We turn to the North, then to the North Eaft.
“The Fort i1s a fmall League farther, and we difcover it
from the Point aux Chevreuils. We arrived there at
WNoon, and were furprifed to fee it in fuch a bad State. It
appears plain that they do not expeft to continue in it.
The Sieur Carpeau de Montigni, who commands here,
was gone to Biloxi, and we found here only fome Soldiers.
"The Spanifb Fort, which was taken two Years ago by
the Count de Champmelin, was behind, and there remains
nothing in it but a very fine Ciftern; the building of
which coft, as they fay, tourteen thoufand Pieces of Eight.
"They have been both built in an Ifland which joins almoft
to the main Land, which is not thirty Yards long, and
the Soil of which does not appcar to be cxtraordinary.

"The Bay of Penfuacole would be a pretty good Port, if
the Worms did not deftroy the Ships, and if its Entrance
had a little more Water ; but the Hercules, which carri-
ed M. Champmelin, ran a-ground here. This Entrance
is diretly between the Weit End of the Ifland §2. Rofe,
where the Spaniards had alfo built a little Fort, and a
Bank of Sand. It is {o narrow, that only one Ship can
pafs at a Time : Its Opening is North and South. On
the other Side of the Sand Bank there is another Pafs,
waere there is Water only for Barks, cud which is open to
the South Weft. It is alfo very narrow. "The Moorings for

ships,
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Ships, in the Bay of Penfacole, is along the Ifland §%. Rofe,
where the Anchorage is fafe.

We departed from Penfacole at Midnight, and about
Four in the Morning we left Rio de los Perdidos on the
Right. 'This,River was fo called, becaufe a Spanifb Ship
was wrecked here, and all the Crew loft. Daup’ n
Ifland is five Leagues farther on the Left, and is five
Leagues long, but very narrow. There is at leaft one
half of this Ifland without a Tree upon it, and the reft is
not much better. ‘The Fort, and the only Habitaticn
"that remains here, are in the Weft Part. Between this
Ifland and the Ifle ¢ Corne, which isa League diftant,
there is little Water. At the End of this, there is ano-
ther very {mall Ifland, which they call the Round Ifland,
on Account of its Shape. 'We pafled the Night here.

Over-againft-the Bay of the Pafcagoulas, where Madam
de Chaumont has awh is not likely to pay her
Expences foon, a River o fame Name, and which
comes from the North, runs inte this Bay. The next
Day, about Ten o’Clock, one of our Seamen died of a
Quinfey. Thisis the only Man we loft in our painful and
dangerous Expedition. An Hour after, we anchored at
Boloxi, where they were {trangely furprifed to fee us. I
went immediately to fay Mafs, to return Thanks to Gop
for having fupported us in the midft oi fo many Fatigues,
and for delivering us from fo many Dangers.

Iam, &c.

LETTER
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LETT E R XXXV.

Voyage from BiLoxi fo Cgpe FrRANCOIs in SAINT
DoumiNGo.

Mabpawm, Cape FrANCOIS, Sept. 6.

I Durft not venture to tell you in my laft, as Thad donein

the preceding Letter, that I fhould not write any moye to
You but from Cape Francois, for Fear I thould be obliged to
Contradict myfelf again, and the Event was very near jufti-
fying my Apprehenfions. I am here at laft, in this long
wifhed for Port, atter a Voyage of fixty-four Days, and
we entered it at the Time when we had almoft loft all
Hopes of attaining it. But before I fhall enter uporn the
Recital of the Adventures of this Voyage, I inufl procced
with my Journal.

The firlt News we heard on our Arrival at Biloxi, was
that of the Peace concluded with Spain, and the double
Alliance between thefe two Crowns. One of the Articles
of Peace was the Reftoration of Penfacole, and this Arti-
cle was carried to Louifiana’by Don Alexander Walcop an
Irifbman, and Captain of a Ship in New Spain. He em-
barked at Vera Cruz, in a Brigantine of forty Guns, and
one hundred and fifty Men, and commanded by Don A
guftin Spinola.  They fay, that the Defign of the Spani-
ards isto make a great Settlement at Penfacole, and to
tranfport thither the Garrifon of §¢. Fofeph, and all the
Inhabitants, They add, that Don Alexander Walcop is
intended for the Governor : He is 2 Man of a very gocd
Prefence, very fober, and religious. D

on
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Don Auguflin Spinola isa young Man, full of Fire,
and of avery amiable Charaéter ; whofe Sentiments de-
clare his high Birth, and are worthy of the Name he
bears : He is Lieutenant of a Man of War, and has en-
gaged to ferve three Years in Mexico, after which he
reckons to return to Spain, and to make his Fortune there.
He was greatly mortified to hear that an Englifb Interlo-
per, named Marfbal, did not quit the Road of Biloxi,
where he had traded confiderably with the French, till he
entered it himfelf. ‘This armed Ship did not even Care
to fail away, faying, he did not fear the Spaniards ; but
M. de Bienwille obliged him to it, being unwilling to be 2
Speator of a Combat, the Succefs of which our Officers
pretended would not have been very favourable to the Ag-
greflors, though fuperior in Force. We fhall {foon fee they
were miftaken in the high Opinion they entertained of

Marfbal.

Notwithftanding, that fince the Departure of the 4-
dour, fome of the Company’s Ships had brought fome
Provifions to Louifiana, they were fhill in great Neceflity,
and Difcontent encreafed every Day. In Spite of the Care
which M. de Bienville took to comfort the Inhabitants,
we heard talk of nothing but Schemes for deferting. Be-
fides the Boat which we met on the Route from §. Mark
to St. Fofeph, all the Swifs that were at Biloxi, with the
Caprain and the Officers at their Head, having reccived
Orders to go to New Orleans in 2 Sloop, armed on Pur-
pofe for them, and which had been well provided with
Provifions, inftead of taking the Route of the Mififippi,
had turned, with Colours flying, to the Eaft, and *twas
not doubted but that they had taken the Route to Caroli-
na 5 becaufe, being Profeflants, there was no likelihood
they fhould go to the Spaniards =,

"The 8th of Fune 1 difcovered a Confpiracy formed to
carry off the Spanifb Brigantine. It was feven o’Clock at
Night when 1 was privately informed of it, and I was af-

fured

* We have fince heard that they went to Carolinz,
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fured that before Nine the Scheme would be putin Execu-
tion, the Commandant of the Brigantine not being ufed to
come on board til} that Hour. The Confpirators were
one hundred and fifty in Number ; and their Intention was,
if their Enterprize fucceeded, to turn Pirates. 1 fent im-
mediately to inform M. de Bienville, who was at Table
with Don Auguftin Spinola, who rofe immediately and
went on board, and the Major of Biloxi had Orders to
begin his Round dire&ly.

Thefe Motions made the Confpirators apprehend that
their Defign was difcovered, and the Major faw only four
or five Men together, who difappeared as foon as they
faw him, and he could not take any of them, fo that they
thought I had given a falfe Alarm. But befides that, for
feveral Days following, we heard of mothing but of Sol-
diers and Inhabitants who had difappeared : Some of thefe
Deferters being retaken, confefled the Plot, of which I
had given Information.

The 12th, a Chief of the Tehadas came to tell M. de
Bienwille that the Englifb made them great Promifes, to
bring them over to their Intereft, and to eng-g= themto have
no more Commerce with the French. The Commandant,
on this Occafion, gave a great Proof of the Talent he has
of governing at his Pleafure the Minds of the Szvages.
He knew fo well how to flatter this Chief, that with fome
Prefents of httle Confequence, he fent him away very
well difpofed to continue firm in our Alliance. This Na-
tion would" give us a great deal of Trouble if they fhould
declare againft us 3 the Chicachas, the Natchez, and the
Yafous, would {oon join with them, and there would be no
longer any Safety in navigating the Miffifirpi 5 even if
thefe four Nations thould not draw in all the reft, which
very probably would be the Cafe.

About the ind of the Mouth, an Inhabitant of the I//i-
nois, who had been to trade on the Afiflouri, arrived at
Biloxi, and reported that he, and one or two more French,
having travelled as far as the Ofotatas, who n 1719 de-
feated the Spaniards, 1 mentioned betore, they were well

received
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reccived by them, and for the Goods they carric
them, they have received feven or eight hundred Livre
in Silver, partly in Coin and partly in Bars ; that fome of
thefe Savages had accompanied them to the [linois, and
affured M. de Boifbriant that the Spaniands, from whom
they took this Silver, got it from a Mine a little Diftant
from.the Place where they met them, and that they have
offcred to carry the French thither, which Offer this
Commandant had accepted. Time will fhew if thefe Sa-
vages have fpoken with more Sincerity than fo many o-
thers, who for a long Time have fought to draw the
French to them by the Allurement of Mines, none of
which have been yet found real *.

The 22d I embarked in the Bellona, which failed the
soth. The 2d of Fuly we reckoned that we bore North
and South of Penfacole, from whence we chofe to take our
Longitude, becaufe that of the Mouth of the Mififippi is
not yet afcertained. From that ¢ Timeto the 20th nothing
remarkable happened. We had then the Sun exaélly o-
ver our Heads, ard in our Voyage from the Martyrs to
Biloxi, we had borne the greateft Heats of the Solftice,
without being able to defend ourfelves from them in any
Manner, no more than from the Dews, which fell plen-
tifully every Night. Yet, would vou believe it, Madam,
we fuffered lefs from the Heat at that Seafon, than in the
Month of April before our Shipwreck ?

Yet nothing is more certain, and I remembered then
that I had been feveral Times much furprifed to fee Peo-
pie, who were born under the torrid Zone, complain of
the great Heats of France. We were in the fame Cafe in
the Month of April, we had the fame Heats that we feel
in France, and even in Jtaly, in the Month of Fuly. In
the Month of Fuly, during the Dog Days, we were un-
der the Zone, and the Heat was much greater, but it was
more fupportable. "This Difference did not proceed from
the Winds ; we had the fame, and we had always fome -
1n both Seafons.  Neither was it only from our being more

ufed

® X7 ~ . . «
\Ve have heard no more of this Mine fince that Time.
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ued to them, for we were not {ubje& to thole continwal
Sweats, which had fo much troubled us in the Month of

April.

We muft therefore feek for another Reafon, and this
is what occurs to my Mind. Inthe Spring, the Airis
itill full of Vapours, which the Winter raifes. Thefe Va-
pours, when the Sun approaches them, are direétly in-
flamed, and this 1s what canfed thofe heavy Heats, and
thofe plentiful Sweats, which overpowered us in the
Month of April: We were almolt always in Balneo Aia-
vie, In the Month of Fuly, thefe Vapours were difperi-
ed, and though the Sun, was much nearer us, the leatt
Wind fufficed to refrefhus, by blunting the Power of its
Rays almoft perpendicular over cur Heads. Now in
France the Sun never thoroughly difperfes the Vapours,
as it does between the Tropics; at leaft they are here
much lefs grofs 3 and this 1s what produces, not the Dif-
ference of the Heat, but the different Senfation of ths

Heat.

The 20th, wedifcovered the Land of Cude, which
three Months before we had made in feven Days, Two
Things occafioned this Delay. The firfl is, that we can-
notdepend on our Obfervations, when the Sun isfo near,
becaufe its Rays form no fenfible Angle +. For this Caufe,
when we have the leaft Sufpicion of the Land’s being near,
we dare make no Sail in the Night. The fecond 1s, that
the Captain of the Bellina wanted to go to the Havannab,
and as he judged that the Currents bore to the Eaft, he
.made the Well as much as he thought neceflary, not to
mifs his Mark.

However, he was very nigh pafling be ore the Havan-
nab without knowingit. They came and told me very
carly in the Morning, that they faw Land ; I afked how
it appeared, and on the Anfwer they made, I affured
them it was Cape Sed. They laughed at me, and the two
Officers of the Adowr, who were with us, were the firft
fo maintain that I was miftaken. T went upon Deck, and

perfifting

+ This Defe@ of Daxiss Quadrant is remedied by Hadley's.
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perfifting in my Opinion, contrary to that of the whole
Ship : Our Pilots affirming that we were {ixty Leagues
more to the Weft. At Sun-fet I difcovered the Table of
Marianne, but I was ftill alone in my Opinion : However,
we had the Wind againft us, and all Night we only made
Tacks to and from the Land.

The next Day at Noon we were flill in Sight of the
two Lands, which were the Subje&t of owr Difpute,
whenupon coming nearer the Shore we perceived the Ha-
vannah before us, which greatly pleafed the Captain, who
had a large Parcel of Goods that he expefted to difpofe
of to the Spaniards for a great Profit. I was little con-
cerned for his Intereft ; but if we had been further out at
Sea, and the Wind had not ben againft us all Night,
the Error and Obftinacy of our Pilots and our Officers
would have coft us dear. 'The Wind was fair to enter
the Havannab, and at five in the Afternoon we were but
a League off 5 then we fired two Gus, one to fhew our
Flag, the other, after we had twifted the Flag round the
Staff, as a Signal of Diftrefs, to require a Pilot from the
Port.

Nothing appeared, and it was refolved to fend the Ca-
noe to afk Leave to come in; but as it was already late,
it was put off till next Day, and all the Night we paffed
in making Tacks. The 23d an Officer ot the Bellona
embarked to go toafk the Governor’s Confent for us to
water in this Port, and to buy Provifions, becaufe they could
not give us a fufficient Supply at Biloxi. This was but a
Pretence, but Idid not know it, and the Captain having
defired me to accompany his Officer, I thought it not
proper to refufe him.

The Entrance of the Port of the Havannah looked to-
wards the North Weft and by Weft : On the Left, at
the Entrance, we feea Fort built upon a Rock, at the
Foot of which we muft pafls : They call it the Mors Fort.
It is folidly built, and has three good Batteries of Brafs
Cannon, one above the other. On the Right there is a
Range of Baftions, which appeared to be newly finithed,
or lately repaired. 'The Entrance iz this Place is but five

er
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or fix hundred Paces wide, and they fhut it up by an Iron
Chain, which may flop a Ship long enough to be beat to
Pieces by the Guns, before it can break the Chain.

"The Paffage widens a little afterwards up to the Town,
that isto fay, for three or four hundred Paces. The
Channel turns from thence to the Left a good Way be-
yond the City, whichis on the Right. Thisis all I
can fay ofit, having never been any farther. I only know
that the City occupies the Head of 2 Peninfula, and that
the Side of the L.and, which is its whole Length, is en-
clofed by a good Wall, with Baftions. It’s Afpeé is ve-
ry agreeable and open, as foon as we have pafled the Ade-
ro Caftle. ‘The Streets are well laid out, the Quay large
and well kept, the Houfes well built for the moft Part;
There are a good Number of Churches, and which ap-
per tolerably fine; but I never went into any of them:
In a Word, a City which contains twenty thoufand Souls
does not make a greater Appearance ; but the Havannah,
as I have been told, has notnear fo many.

Upon my landing I met {everal of the Sailors of the 4-
dour, as well of the Long-Boat as of the Canoe. The firft
told me, that from the Place where we were wrecked, they
were five Days getting to this Port, and almoft always in
the greateft Danger of being loft. I had no Time to en-
quire by what Means the fecond came here. But the
Serjeant, who entered our Cance at the Foot of the Moe-
7o, to condut us, took Care to thew wus the Brigantine
of the Interloper Marfbal, whom I mentioned at the Be-
ginning of my Letter. It was moored neara Boat fo
fmall, that it could with Difficulty carry fifteen.or twen-
ty Men, which notwithftanding had taken this Brigantine
by boarding her. 'We muft allow, that the Privateers of
Cuba and the neighbouring Iflands are brave : Our Flibu/-
tiers * have taught them to fight ; but confidering the
Difproportion of the Force, and the Valour and the
Guns of the Englifb, they muft have been taken by Sur-
prife.

The Governor of the Havannabreceived us coldly, and
after having heard us, he told us he thould have been very

Vor. IL S glad

* Free Negroes and Mulattoes of the French Iflands.
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gladif he could have granted our Requeft ; but the King
his Mafter had tied up his Hands on this Article, and that
he was above all exprefly forbid.to receive any Veflel com-
ing from Louifiana. Headded that there were feveral Pia-
ces on the fame Coaft where we might flop without any
Danger, and where they would fupply us with all the Re-
frefhments we wanted. We were forced to be contented
with this Anfwer, and after havidg paid my Compliments
to the Reé&or of the College which we have in this City,
I re-embarked. ‘

The next Day, the twenty-fourth, at fix in the Morn-
ing, we were North and South of the Loaf of Matanza,
and at half an Hour after eleven off Rio d¢ Cirdca, where
there is a Spanifh Habitation. ‘But as the Captain was
vefolved to try if he could net fucceed better at Matanza,
than he had at the Havannab, and as he had fiill feven
Leagues thither, hetook the Refolution to ply off and on
all Night ; and the twenty-fifth at Day-break we found
ourfelves at the Entrance of the Bay, which is two
Leagues wide.

To enter it we muit at firft double a Point,awhich does
not advance far into the Sea, then make .the Weft for a
L.eague; then we difcover, on the Right Hand another
Point, behind which is the Fort, and a large Quarter of
a League farther the Town, of Matanza, between two
Rivers, which wafh/its Walls on both Sides. About
tepin the Morning, they fent a Canoe thither with an
Officer, who did not find the Commandant of the Fort
there. Hedeclared our pretended Neceflity to the De-
puty, but this Officer told him he could not take upon
himfelf to grant the Permiflion we required; that all he
could do for our Service was to fend a Courier to the Ha-
wvannab, to know the Intentions of the Governor of that
City, who was his General ; that if this would ‘content
us, we might in the mean Time anchor on the other Side
of the Point, where we fhould be fafer.

 This Anfwer, and the Declaration, which our Pilots
"ren thought fit to make, that they would not anfwer for
bringing
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bringing the Ship into the Bay of Matanza, becaufle they
were not {ufficiently acquamted with it, determined the
Captain at laft to continue his Route with his whole
Packet of Merchandize, for the Sake of which he had
made us lofe at leaft fifteen Days of preciov: Time. 'The
qext Day, at fix in the Morning, we had fhll behind us
in Sight the Loaf of Matanza, trom which we reckoned
ourfelves diftant between twelve and fifreen Leagues;
and the 27th at five in the Morning we difcovered from
the Maft-Head the-Land of Florida.

At this Sight we fteered North North Eaft; two
Hours after we changed our Courfe to takea little more
to the Faft; at nine we got again into the Route, and
we found ourfclves in the true Current which goes to the
Channel of Babama, for we went as {wift as an Arrow.
We faw at this Inftant the Adour, which thewed ftill an
End of a Maft out of the Water, but the Hulk was almoft
covered, and we found that the was far from being wreck-
ed over-againft the moft northern of the Aartyr Ilands,
as fome Perfons believed ; for fhe was over-againft us
at hall palt ten, and at half an Hour paft one the laft of
thefe Iflands was fhill to the North.

About three o’Clock we difcovered a Breaker from the
Round-Top, clofe by which we were going to pafs, and
farther on a Shoal, which ran out a great Way. This
Shoal was probably the End of the Martyrs, and to thun
it, we fteered all the reft of the Day towards the South
and the Eaft, the Current carrying us always to the North,
and towards Night we made the North Eatt. The 28th
at Noon, the Pilot judged that we were at the Lntrance
of the Channel, in twenty-five Degrees thirty Minutes,
at half paft feven o’Clock at Night he was afraid of being
too near the Land, and fteered South South Eaft till Mid-
night with a good Wind. At Midnight he took again his
Route, and the 29th we faw no more Land. At Evemng
we thought ourfelves*out of the Channel, but for greater
Security we continued to make the North North Eaft it
ten 0’Clack.

S 2 In
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In all the reft of our Voyage to Cape 8t. Francois, we
had almoft always little Wind,, and “fometimes Calms.
From Time to Time there drofe Storms: The Sky and
the Sea were all on Fire; and the Ship leaning to one
Side, went like the Wind: but this never lafted long,
and a Quarter of an Hour’s Rain cleared the Sky, and
fmoothed the Waves of the Sea, which refembled thofe
Perfons of a-gentle and calm Difpofition, who have {fome-
times pretty warm Uits of Pafilon, but who are foon pa-
cified. I believe that what contributes to calm the Sea fo
foon, after thefe violent Agitations, are'the Currents.
"They are in Reality very perceivable in thefe Parts: On
the other Hand, they vary continually, which difcon-
certs all the Skill of the Pilots.

When we are out of the Channel of Bzhama, the di-
teét Route to go to S¢. Dominge would be the South Eaft.
But the Winds which blow almoft always from the Eaft-
ward do not permit us to.take it, and we muft go by a
Parabolic Line to the Height of Bermudas, which it
would be proper to difcover if poffible ; to be aflured of
the Longitude. For Want of this Knowledge, we are
fometimes obliged to go to the Great Bank of Newfound-
land, before we can be fure of being enough to the Faft
of all thofe Shoals, which lie to the North and to the
Eaft of §t. Domingo.

Yet they have not always gone fo far about to go from
the Gulph of Mexico to this Ifland. In the firft Times
of the Difcovery of the New World, after having follow-
ed the North Coaft of Cuba, up to the Point of fthaca,
which is the Eaft End of it, fourteen Lezgues from Ma-
tanza, they turned to the Right, and leaving on the Left
all the Lucaye Illands, amongft which is'Babama. ‘This
is what they call the Old Channel of Babama. It hds
Water enough for the targeft Ships, but there aré fo ma-
ny Sands in it, that at prefent nogp but fmall Veflels dare
venture into it. : S

After we were come to the Height of thirty Degrees,
~thirty-one Minutes, our Pilots judged themfelves encugh
%o the Eaft, to bein no Danger on makipg the South, of

rupnigls
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running on any of the Shoals I mentioned. So they con»
fidently run Southward, and in a few Days we made a
great deal of Way, failing on a Sea always fine, and car-
ried by the T'rade Winds. The e7th of Augufi, at eight in
the Morning, the Sailor who was upon the Watch on the
Round-Top, cried out Land, which caufed a great deal
of Joy, but it was of fhort Continnance; for the Sailor
coming down, they atked him if the Land was high, and
he replied that it was very low, fo of Confequence it
could only be one of the Caiguis, or the Turk Iffands.

We were alfo very fortunatg in having difcovered them
by Day, for we had infallibly been wrecked if we had
come upon them in the Night, and no Perfon had efcap-
ed, becaufe thefe Iflands have no Strands, and the great-
eft Part of them are bordered with Shoals, which advance
far into the Sea, and which are divided by little Chan-
nels; where there is not Water enough for Boats. On
the other Hand they are very low, and we cannot per-
ceive them at Night, till we are upon them.

But we were not fafe becaufe we had difcovered the
Danger: The Land before us appeared to be a pretty
large Ifland, and pretty well wooded in fome Places; this
made us judge, that it was the grand Caigue, of Confe-
guence, that we were forty or fifty Leagues too much to
the Weft. 'To gain our proper Longitude, we muft have
gone up again to the North above two or three hundred
Leagues, which would certainly have taken up five or fix
Weeks Navigation, and we had fcarce Water and Provi-
fions enough to ferve us for fifteen Days, with great Oeco-
nomy. The Captain was greatly embarrafled ; he faw the
Faults of his Pilots, and might blame himfelf for having
depended too much upon them, for not having taken Ob-
fervations himfelf above two or three Times, and for hav-
ing always preferred the Reckoning of the fecond Pilot,
a very prefumptuous and blundering young Fellow, to
that of the firft, who was more experienced and fkilfuly
and who had never approved their Manceuvre.

Neverthelels they were obliged to take fome Refoluti-
on immediately : A Guft of Wind from the North, that
S 3 fhould
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fhould have furprized us, and thrown. us on thefe low
Coafts, would infallibly have deftroyed us. But as they
could take no Refolution which had not its Inconveniency,
the Captain would have the Advice of every Body. Some
were for making the beft Way ta Cardlina, where we
might arrive in ten or twelve Days, and buy Provifjons.
This Advice was reje&ted, and they followed apother
which was extremely hazardous, and which appeared to
me to proceed only from Defpair, this was to coaft the
grand Caigue as near as we could till we came to the
Opening ; that is to fay, to the Separation of all thefe
Sheals trom the Lucaye Iflands, '

Al the Veffels pafs this W4y, which come from St
Domingo, to return to France, and then there is nothing
to fear, becaufe they can take their Time to get out, and
this Paflage being open to the North Weft, we are almoft
fure of having favourable Weather to come out. But to
enter it on the Side where we were, we muft depend on
the North Eaft, and it is a great Hazard to find this Wind
the Moment it is wanted. Therefore no Body that we
know, has ever yet attempted this Paflage. In fhort they
refolved to rup all Hazards, and they approached the
Grand Gaigue. '

At two 1n the Afterxlxoonf we were but a good Cannon-
Shot from if, and weare perhaps the firft, who without an
indifpenfable Neceflity, ventured to vifit it fo near in a Ship.
The Coaft of it is neverthelefs very fafe, elevated, as it
appeared to 1pe, about feven or eight Feet, fometimes a
little more, but it is perpendicular, and without any
Strand. Its Soil has not at all the Appearance of being bar-
ren. Geographers place it dire@ly under the Tropic,
which we could not verify, becaufe the Weather was
cloydy 5 but I think it alittle more to the South, for
therceis not certainly three Degrees Difference between
this Ifland and Cape Francois. * '

We coafted the Grand Caigue till four in the Afternoon,
having the Wind and the Currents forus. Then they
made a Sailor go to the Maft Head, to obferve what we

*had before us, and he foon came down and told us that he

had
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had feen the End of the Ifland ; but that beyond it he faw
ftill low Lands, divided by Channels in which the Waters
appeared all white. Upon this information, we judged
proper to change our Courfe, and we fteered North
North Eaft. ;'At Midnight we made the South South
Taft, and it looked as if the Wind turned as we would
haye it ; but it was very weak, and the Currents carried us
with fo ‘much Violence to the Weft, that at Day-break
the low Lands and the Sands, which the Evening before
were fo far a Head of us, were almoft as much behind ;
and the Paffage which we fought began to open itfclf. "

This was the decifive Moment of our Fate, and what.
. gave us good Hopes, was that the Wind inclined by De-
grees to the North-Eaft. At eleven 0’Clock we made the.
South. Eaft ‘and by South, foon after the South Eaft :
But the Currents carried us fo much out, that our true
Courfe was Icarcely South. At Noon we could make no
Obfervation, ‘ahd the Weft Point of Caigue bore North
and by "Eaff 6t us. In ‘fhort, in an Hoiir”s Time we had
cleared the Paffage, and I cannot better exprefs to you
what appeared on all our Countenances, as we advanc-
ed by Degrees into the Opening, than by comparing it to
what happens to thofe Animals that have been put in the
Receiver of the Air Pump, which appear dead when they
have pumped out almoft all the Air, and to which they
reftore Life by little and little, by letting the Airin again
flowly.

We did not dare yet to flatter ourfelves that we thould
be able to gain Cape Francois, which was to Windward of
us, but we had Port de Paix, orat lealt Leogane, which
we could not mifs ; and after the extreme Danger we had
lately pafled, any was good, fo we could find a Port.
At Midnight we had a viclent Guft of Wind, but of lit-
tle Duration, and the next Day, at nine in the Morning,
we difcovered the Land of §2. Domingo, but without dif-
tinguithing what Part all the Day, becaufe it was foggy.
A Ship, which by its Way of working we judged to be
a Pirate, employed us a good Part of the Afteinoon :

We prepared in Earneft to engage her, or rather to
34 ~ defexd
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defend ourlelves, if they fhould attack us, for we would
not have changed a Sail to follow her.

At laft we difcovered thatit was only-a fmall Veflel of
one hundred and fifty Tons at moft, and which probably
had been more frighted than we. We judged by her
Manceuvre that the came out of Cape Francois, and fhe
appeared deep laden. ANl Night we made Tacks to the
North Faft, varying alictle, which brought us higher up
in eur Latitude; and when it was Day, we difcovered
with a great deal of Joy that we were to Windward of
Cape Franceis. We faw it plain, were almoft at it, but
had fo little Wind, that we could not enter it till the firft
of September, at four in the Afternoon. Since that Time
1 have not had a Moment to myfelf to entertain you about
this Country, and my Letter is called for to carry it to a
Ship which 1s ready to fail for Nantz. 1 propofe to depart
mylelf in fifteen Days for Havre de Grace, from whence
I fhall have the Honour to write to you once again,

1 gm, &g,

LETTER
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LETTER XXXVIL

Defeription of Care Francors in St. Domingo.
Return to FrRANCE, landing in ENGLAND.

Mapawm, RoveN, Fanuary, s.
I Was but one Day at Havre, becaufe I would not mifs

the Coach for Rouen, and I came here to reft myfelf
at my Ealfe, after the longeft and moft fatiguing Voyage
I ever made. But it is now over, and I am going to take
Advantage for the little Leifure T have left, while I wait
for the Coach for Paris, to finith the Account of my Ad-
ventures for thefe two Years and half, that I have been
wandering through the World.

Cape Francois of St. Domingo, from whence my laft Let-
ter wasdated, is one of the Ports of all America, where the
French have the greateft Commerce. Itis, properly fpeak-
ing, but a Bay, which is not quite a League deep, and
the Opening of it is very wide: But this Opening is full
of Sand Banks, between which we cannot fail with too
much Caution. To enter it we muft take ta the Right
along a Point, where there is 2 Redoubt and fome Guns;
but it is the Cuftom befere we engage ourfelves in thefe
narrow Pafles, where two Ships cannot go a-breatt, to call
a Pilot from the Fort; and left the Defire of faving a Pif-
tole, which we muft give him, fhould endanger the Lives
of the whole Ship’s Company, it has been wifely order-
ed, that, even though we fhould enter without his Affif-
tance, we fhould neverthelefs pay the Pilot.

The Town is at the Bottom of the Bay on the Right.
It is not confiderable, becaufe almoft alf that are not Asr-
tizans,
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tizans, Shopkeepers, Soldiers, or Publicans, live in the
Pldin, as much at leaft as the Service permits it to the
Officers, Execution of Juftice to the Magiftrates, and
the Bufinefs of Commerce to thofe who.are concerned in
it; that is to fay, almoft all the People of a better Rank
who are in this Place: So that to fee.the Beau Monde,
we muft go into the Country. And indeed nothing is
more charming than the Plain and the Vallies which are
between the Mountains. ‘The Houfes are not flately,
but they are neat and convenient. The Highways are
laid out by a Line, of a handfome Breadth, bordered with
Hedges of Lemon Trees, and fometimes planted with
large T'rees, and from Space to Space cut by Brooks
of clear Water, cool, and very wholefome. All the Ha-.
bitations appear well cultivated, and they are really very
beautiful Country Houfes. We fee every where an Arp
of Plenty which 1s very pleafing. '

This Plain is at the North Weft Ead of the famous-
Fega-Real, which is fa much fpoken of in theSpanifb Hif-
tories of §¢. Domingo, which they affirm to be 80 Leagues
long; and which, as the famous Bifthop de Chiappe,
Bartholemew de las Cafas, pretends, is watered by twen-
ty-five thoufand Rivers. Great Names coft the Spaniards
nothing; thefe pretended Rivers are for the moft Part on-
ly little Brooks, the Number of which are really incredi-
ble, and which would make of this Royal Plain fomething
more charming and more delightful than the Valley of
Tempe, foboafted of by the Greeks, if it was not under
the torrid Zone. ‘There are alfo fome Parts of it where
the Air is very wholefome, and the Heat fupportable;
Such is that where the Town Sz, Fago de los Cavalleyas is
built; and we may fay the fame Thing of the Vallies
which are between the Mountains, with which the
Plain of the Cape is bordered on the South. They
begin to be peopled, and they will foon be more fo
than the Plain itfelf, becaufe they fee few People fick
here; and thofe who come hither from other Pargs, .I€;
cover in a fhort Time of Diftempers, wheg a]lbl\'/gag'r‘x.er

of Remedies have proved ineffeGual.
I vifited
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1 vifited alt the Habitations that are neareft the Town,
but I had not Leifure to make many Obfervations. More-
over, during the Day, the Heat was extreme; and in the
Evening, as foon as the Sun was fet, the Mutketoes, and
other Flies of that Kind, did not permit me to walk about
long. Thefe little Infects particularly attack new
Comers, whofe Skin is tendereft, and their Blood frefheft.
They affured me, that in the Spanifb Part of the Ifland
they are free from this Inconvenience; but to make
Amends, we have no venomous Serpents, and they have
many. They alfo obferved to me, that excepting L.ettuce,
all Sorts of Garden Herbs and Roots muft be renewed
every Year in this Ifland with Seeds from Eurgpe.

‘What I found here moft curious, were the Sugar-
Mills. I fhall fay nothing of them, becaufe Father La-
bat has defcribed them much better than I can. After
Sugar, the greateft Riches of this Colony is Indigo, of
which the fame Author has alfo treated very particularly.
This Plant has an irreconcilable Enemy, and which is
much more detrimental to it than Darnel to our Wheat.
This is an Herb which they call Mel-nommée ; and which,
as it grows out of the Ground, bears a Seed, which it
fcatters every where. It grows in a Tuft; and by its
Bulk, and its prodigious Fruitfulnefs, it fo chozks the
Indigo, that it kills it; fo that when'it has made the leaft
Progrefs in a Field, it is entirely loft, and they muft plant
another.

The Coafts of S§t. Domings have not Plenty of Fifh;
but if they go a little out to Sea, they £nd all Sorts. We
catched, efpecially coming from Louifian:, many Dora-
does, on which our Sailors pretend to have m1de a pretty
fingular Remark, which is, that when they take this Fith
in the Increafe of the Moon, the Flefth ot it is firm, and
of an exquifite Tafte; whereas, if they takeit in the De-
creafe, it is infipid, its Flefh has no Confiftence, and is
like Meat that is boiled to Rags. It :s certain, that we
experienced both in the different Times before-mention-
ed; but that this happens always, and that the Moon
is the Caufe of it, is what [ will by no Means affirm. v

We
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We departed from Cape Francois the 25th of September
in a Merchant Ship of Havre, named Louis de Bourbon,
commanded by one of the moft fkilful Navigators that I
have known : But we had fcarce got to Sea, when we
difcovered two Lieaks in her ; fo that during all the Paf-
fage, which was ninety-two Days, they were obliged to
pump Night and Morning; which, added to the Want
of Provifions, though they had taken in Plenty, but
which they never hufbanded for the firfi Month, was the
Caufe that our Captain was feveral Times on the Point
of ftopping at the Azores. We had been flill more em-
barraffed, if we had gone into the Snare that was laid for
us by a Captain of an Emglifb fthip, whom we met half
Way in our Paflage.

_ He came out of famaica with a Fleet, of which he was.
at firft, as he faid, the beft Sailor; but as in loading his
Ship, he was fo imprudent as to leave all his Provifiens in
one Place, it happened that by, Degrees as they were
confumed, the Veffel lofing its Equitibrium, loft by little
and little the Advantage that it had over the reft, and at
Iaft remained a great Way behind the Fleet. We fell in
with him in Reality alone, and making fo little Way,
that in Comparifon of him our Ship, which was far from
being 2n extraordinary Sailor, went like a Bird; and he
was afraid that his Provifions would entirely fail before
he could arrive in England. He told us the Trouble he
was in, and to explain’it the better to us, he invited him-
felf to dine on board us. 'They replied that he thould be
welecome, and our Captain ordered fome of our Sails to be
furled te wait for him.

‘While we were at Dinner, he turned the Difeourfe on
our Route, and afked us whereabouts. we thought our-
felves. 'The Captain fhewed his' Account of the Day be-
tore, and he appeared furprifed at it. He affured us that
we were two hundred Leagues forwarder than we reckon-
ed, which he endeavoured to prove by the laft Land he
had feen. This. gave great Pleafure to the greateft Part
of our People, who were already very much tired of fo

dong



NORTH-AMERICA. 283

{ong a Voyage, being continually obliged to contend with
violent Winds, and a ftormy Sea, in a very crazy Ship.
But 1 had fome Sufpicion that the Englifb Captain faid he
was fo far advanced, only that he might engage us to let
him have fome of our Provifions. Our Captain, to
whom I communicated my Sufpicion, told me he had the
fame ‘Thought, and contented himfelf with weil treating
his Gueft, and eluded his Demand. He continued to fail
by his own Reckoning, which he found fo exa€t, thathe
entered into the Channel the Day, and almoft the Hour,
that a little before he faid he fhould enter it.

The 2d of Decesmber we entered the Port of Plymeuth,
without any apparent Neceflity; but our Captain with-
out Doubt had fome Bufinefs here. We found here the
King’s Frigate, the Thetis, which a Storm had driven in
here in a fhattered Condition, though it was the firt
Time of her coming out of Havre, where the was built.
She was commanded by the Chevalier de Fontenay,
whofe Orders were to go to the American Iflands, in Pur-
fuit of the Pirates, who had lately taken feveral Ships.
As foon as he knew I was in the Port, he did me the Ho-
nour of a Vifit, before I could have the Convenience of
going to pay my Refpefls to him, and he carried me on
board his Ship, where I paffed ali the Time very agree-
ably that I continued in this Port.

Plymouth is one of the five great Ports of England, and
one of the fineft in Eurgpe. it is double, and before we
enter it, we muft pafs under the Guns of the Citadel.
Trom thence we turn to the Right, to emter inte the
Port of the Town, which is the fmalleft, and from whence
one muft come out of the Channel, and ’twas here the
Thetis was moored. ‘They turn to the Left to enter
into the other Port, where the King of England’s Ships
are laid up, over-againft a magnificent Arfenal. This
Port extends a great Way, and we anchored at the En-
tramrce, becaufe the Winds which blow here are good to
go farther up the Channel.

The
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The Town of Plymoutb is not large, but its Environs,.
where 1 ufed to walk often, are very- pleafant. I never
faw a better Country: The Weather was very mild, and
the Fields as green as in the Spring.

On the Night of Cbriffmas. Day, after I had celebrated-
the three Mafles, we fet fail, and all the next Day we
had a fair Wind. Two Frigates of fifty Guns had weigh-
el Anchor two Hours before us, and we foon overtook
them. ‘This furprifed me, becaufe we failed but poorly
ourfelves ; but what furprifed me flill more was, that to
fee thefe two Ships under Sail, if I had not fesn them pre-
pare for failing, I could never have believed they were the
fame that appeared fo large to me in the Port, on which
they told me, that this proceeded from a particular Con-
ftrullion and fetting of the Sails, which was done on Pur-
pofe to draw Pirates into a Snare, which in the Sea Dia-
le& makes them call thefe Ships Lubber Traps, in Fa&,
as they fay, the Pirates on feeing them, judging of them
by their Appearance, take them for Merchant Ships, and
purfue them as a certain Prey. But when they are fo near
as not to be able to efcape, they find fomebedy to talk to,
and are csught in the Snare, without being able to make
any Refiftance : ‘Therefore the Englifb, above all Nations,
are mofl feared by Pirates, and are the worft ufed by them
when they fall into their Hands.  ~ )

"The Night following we went through one of the moft
terrible Stoims that had been feen for a long Time in the
Channel. ‘The next Day, though the Wind was almoft
quite fallen, the Sea was in an Agitation enough to terrify
the beldeft ; we fhipped fome Water which put us in great
Danger; the great Cabin efpecially was overflowed as I
was beginning to fay Mafs, and hindered me from pro-
ceeding ; fo that when we.entered Havre de Grace about
Noon, every Body atked us how we could hold out in a
Storm that was felt even inthe Port.

But they would have been miore furprifed at our Ef-
cape, when two Days after, our Ship heing drawn afhore,

they
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they might have feen it drop to Pieces- with Rottennefs.
*This was the firft News that I heard on my Arrival
here. Judge, Madam, how greaty our Lives were ex-
pofed in fuch a Ship in a Voyage of eightcen hundred
Leagues, and in a Seafon when the Sea is always in a
Fury ; and what Thanks we ought to returnto GO D,
not only for having delivered us from fuch an imminent
Danger, but alfofor having concealed from us the Know-
fedge of ir, which alone was fufficicnt to have killed us
a thoufasd T'imes over with Fear.

[ am, &c.

FINTIS






APPENDIX

CoNTAINING
An Account of the #eft-India Iflands,
the T'rade of Mexico and La Vera
Cruz, the Flota, Regifter Ships and
Galleons. To which 1s added an
Account of the Nature of Sugar;
the manner of manufacturing it ; of
Planters in the #eff-Indies ; their
Manner of living; Management

of their Negroes and other Affairs.
SECT. L

Climate of the WrsT-INDIES.

HE climate in all our Weft-India iflands is nearly

the fame, allowing for thotc accidental differences
which the feveral fituations, and quulities of the lands
themfelves produce.  As they lie within the tropic, and
that the f{un goes quite over their heads, pafling beyond
them to the north, and never retires turther {rom any of
them than about 30 degrees to the South, they are con-
tinually fubje@ed to the extreme of an heat, which would
be intolerable, if the trade~wind rifing gradually as the fun
gathers ftrength, did not blow in upon them from the fea,
and refrefh the air in fuch 2 manrer, as to enable them to
attend their concerns even under the meridian fun, Cn
the other hand, as the night advances, a breeze begins
to be perceived, which blows fmartly from the land, as
Vour. IL. T it
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it were from its centre, towards the fea, to all points of
the compafs at once.

By the fame remarkable providence in the difpofing of
things it is, that when the fun has made a great progrels
towards the tropic of Cancer, and becomes in a manner
veritcal, he draws after him fuch a vaft body of clouds,
as fhield them from his dire& beams, and diffolving into
rain cool the air, and refreth the country, thirfty with the
long drought, which commonly reigns from the beginning
ot January to the latter end of May.

The rains in the Weft-Indies are by no means the
things they are with us. Our heavieft rains are but dews
comparatively. They are rather floeds of water poured
trom the clouds with a prodigious impetuofity ; the rivers
rife in a moment; new rivers and lakes are formed, and
in a fhort time all the low country is under water. Hence
it is, that the rivers which have their fource within the
tropics, {well and overflow their banks at a certain {eafon ;
and fo miftaken were the ancients in their idea of the
torrid zone, which they imagined to be dried and fcorch-
ed up with a continual and fervent heat, and to be for
that reafon uninhabitable; when in reality fome of the
largeft rivers in the world have their courfe within its li-
mits, and the moifture is one of the greateft inconvenien-
cies of the climate in feveral places.

The rains make the only diftinftion of feafons in the
Weft-Indies; the trees are green the whole year round ;
tiey have no cold, no frofts, no fnows, and but rarely
fome hail; the ftorms of hail are however very violent
when they happen, and the hailltones very great and hea-
vy. Whether it be owing to this moifture alone, which
does not feem to be a fufficient caufe, or to a greater
quantity of fulphurous acid, which predominates in the
air of this country, metals of all kinds that are fubje& to
the action of fuch caufes, ruft and canker in a very fhort
time; and this caufe, perhaps, as much as the heat itfelf,
contributes to make the climate of the Weft-Indies un-
iriendly and unplealant to an European conftitution.

It
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It is in the rainy feafon (principally in the month of
Auguit, more rarely in July and September,) that they
are affaulted by hurricanes; the moft terrible calamity to
which they are fubje&t from the climate ; this deftroys at
a ftroke the labours of many years, and proftrates the moft
exalted hopes of the planter, and often juft at the mo-
ment when he thinks himfelf out of the reach of fortune.
It is a fudden and violent ftorm of wind, rain, thunder
and lightening, attended with a furious fwelling of the
feas, and fometimes with an earthquake; in fhort, with
every circumftance which the elements can affemble, that
is terrible and deftrué&tive. Firft, they fee as the prelude
to the enfuing havock, whole ficlds of fugar canes whirl-
ed into the air, and fcattered over the face of the country.
The ftrongefl trees of the foreft are torn up by the roots,
and driven about like ftubble ; their wind-mills are fwept
away in a moment; their works, the fixtures, the pon-
derous copper boilers, and ftills of feveral hundred weight,
are wrenched from the ground, and battered to pieces:
their houfes are no proteétion,the roofs are torn off at one
blaft; whilit the rain, which in an hour rifes five feet,
rufhes in upon them with an irrefiftible violence.

There are figns, which the Indians of thefe iflands
taught our planters, by which they can prognofticate the
approach of an hurricane. ‘The hurricane comes on ei-
ther in the quarters, or at the change of the moon. Ifit
comes at the full moon, when, you are at the change
obferve thefe figns. That day you will {ee the fky very
turbulent; you will obferve the fun more red than at other
times ; you will perceive a dead calm, and the hills clear
of all thofe clouds and mifts which ufually hover about
them. In the clefts of the earth, and in the wells, you
hear a hollow rumbling found like the rufhing of a great
wind. At night the ftars feem much larger than ufual,
and furrounded with a fort of burs; the North-weft fky
has a black and menacing look; the fca emits a ftrong
fmell, and rifes into vaft waves, often without any wind ;
the wind itfelf now forfakes its ufual fteady Eafterly ftream,
and fhifts abour to the Weft ; from whence it fometimes
blows with, intermiffions violently and irregularly fer
about two hours at a time. You have the {fame figns at

T 2 the
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the full of the moon; the moon herfelf is furrounded
with a great bur, and fometimes the fun has the fame ap-
pearance. Thefe prognoftics were taught by the Indians;
and in general one may obferve, that ignorant country
people and barbarous nations, are better obfervers of times
and feafons, and draw better rules froin them, than more
civilized and reafoning people, for they rely more upon
experience than theortes, they are more careful of tradi-
tionary obfervations, and living more in the open air at
all times, and not fo occupied but they have leifure to ob-
ferve every change, though minute, in that element, they
come to have great treafures of ufeful matter, though,
as it might be expefted, mixed with many fuperflitious
and idle notions as to the caufes. Thefe make their ob«
fervations to be rejeted as chimerical in the grofs by ma-
ny literati, who are not near fo nice and circumfpeét as
they ought to be in diftinguifhing what this fort of people
may be very competent judges of, and what not.

SECT. II

Seanisu Settlements. Iflands of Cusa, HisPANIOLA
and PorToO Rico.

HE Havanna is the capital city of the ifland of

I Cuba; it is fituaied upon an excellent harbour up-
on the Weftern extremity of the ifland. ‘This city is
large, containing not lefs than two thoufand houfes, with
a number of churches and convents; but then it is the
only place of confequence upon the noble ifland of Cuba,
which lies in thelatitude 20, and extends from Eaft to
Weft near feven hundred miles in length, though in
breadth it is difproportioned, being but from one hundred
and twenty to feventy miles. However, it yields to no
part of the Weft-Indies in the fertility of its foil, or in
excellence of every thing which is produced in that cli-
mate. But the Spaniards, by a feries of the moft inhu-
man anq impolitic barbarities, having exterminated the
original inhabitants, and not finding the quantities of gold
in the iflands which the continent afforded, they have left
tfus as well as Hifpaniola, of which the French now poflefs
the greater part, and Porto Rico, a large, excellent, and

fertile
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fertile ifland, comparatively fo many defarts. The com-
merce between thefe iflands, and the Spanifh contineat,
is carried on by the Barlevento fleet, confifting of fix
fhips of good burden and force, who aunnually make the
tour of all thefe iflands, and the coaft of Terra Firma,
not only to carry on the commerce between thofe places,
but to clear the fea of pirates and illicit traders. Now
and then a regifter fhip from Old Spain is bound to one
or other of thefe iflands. Hitherto the Spaniards feemed
rather to keep them, to prevent any other nation from
growing too powerful in thofe feas, than for any profit
they expefled to derive from them. Andit is certain,
that if other nations fhould come entirely to poflefs the
whole of thefe iflands, the trade of the American continent,
and perhaps the continent itfelf, would be entirely at their
mercy. However, of late, the Spaniards have taken
fome fteps towards the better fettlement. of Porto Rico.
They are beginning to open the American trade to fome
other towns in Spain befides Cadiz. They have made adiffe-
rence in point of duty between their own manufactures and
thofe of foreigners. They are, in fhort, opening their
eyes to the true intereft of their country, and moving
their hands, though flowly, to promote it.

SECT. IIL
The FrENCH Settlements. HispANIOLA.

HE French were amongft the laft nations whe

made Tettlements in the Weft-Indies; but they
made ample amends by the vigour with which they pur-
fued them, and by that chain of judicious and admirable
meafures, which they ufed in drawing from them every
advantage, which the nature of the climate would yield ;
and in contending againft the difficulties which it threw
in their way.

So early as the reign of Francis I. the French attempt-
ed an eftablithment in North-America; but it was not
until the year 1625, that they made their firft fettlement
in the Weft-Indies. This was upon St. Chriftopher’s,
one of the Caribbee iflands. A remarkable circumftance

T 3 attended
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attended it; the Englith took poffeflion of the ifland the
fame day. But this fettlement had not long life on either
fide. 'The Bpaniards had reafon to dread the eftablifhment
of fuch powers in their neighbourhood; and they envied
the French and Englith thofe advantages, it was forefeen
they would draw, from countries from which they had
themfelves no benefit, and which they claimed only to
keep them defarts,

"They aflaulted thefe new colonies, and drove them out
of the ifland. 'The Englith colony foon returned, and
poflefled themfelves of the largeft and moft fertile quarter,
before the French could colleét themfelves ; who, find-
ing the Englith already occupied the beft part, left a {mall
colony on the other. But their chief, and the moft ad-
venturous of their inhabitants, went in fearch of 2 new
fettlement ; when after various fortune, and after com-
bating the difficulties, which an uncultivated country and
fome indifcretions of their own had occaficned, they
made a confiderable fettlement in the iflands of Martinico
and Guadaloupe,.

After the Spaniards had ruined the firft colony at St
Chrittopher’s, they brought upon themfelves, by this ad,
a very heavy revenge for the injuflice of it. "Their ex-
ample at the fame time made it apparent, how much bet-
ter 1t is to let a bold and adventurous people fettle in fome
place where they can do but little mifchief, and to fuffer
their {pirit to evaporate in peaceful occupations, rather
than to keep it up by difficulties, forceing it to take ano-
ther and more dangerous turn. |

Several of the French inhabitants, who were expelled
from St. Chriftopher’s, being reduced to great indigence,
began te think of defperate courfes. They betook them-
felves to piracy; and uniting with fome vagrant Englifh,
Dutch, and other outcafts of all nations, but refolute fel-
lows, and not deftitute of men of capacity amongft them,
they began a piratical war upon the Spaniards.

The pirates whom we called buccaneers improperl
the French depominated ﬂibuﬁiersﬂ, from the Dputc% ﬂ;’:

boats,
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boats, in which they made their firlt expeditions. ‘The
buccaneers are no more than perfons who hunt wild cattle
in America for their hides and tallow., S:me of thefe
joined the flibuftiers in their firft expeditions; and from
them we named the whole body buccaneers. Thele
people brought their prizes and plunder frequently in-
to Jamaica, by which they enriched that ifland extreme-
ly.” Others, finding that the Spaniards were very weak
in Hifpaniola, and that they had in a manner deferted a
confiderable part of the ifland, made it a place of rendez-
vous. They who hunted cattle faw the hideous defarts,
left by the Spanith tyranny, a proper place for exercifing
their profeflion. 'To thefe two forts of people were foon
added a third ; who were fome of the French in the Lef-
fer Antilles, who finding how much might be made by
fupplying a fort of people who expended largely, and
were not very exaél in their bargains, and perceiving that
no part of America afforded a better foil, pafled over to
this ifland, and exercifed here their bufinefs of planters
and merchants. Thefe three forts of people mutually in
want of each other, lived in very good harmony. The
Spaniards diflodged them feveral times; but they fiill re-
turned, and with new ftrength ; fo that it was with diffi-
culty, and after a long difpute, that the Spaniards were
able to retain one part of the ifland.

‘The court of France faw the progrefs of thefe people
filently. Whenever complaints were made, they difa-
vowed their proceedings ; refolved not to break meafures
with Spain for the fake of an objeét, which they were not
fure they could hold, and the advantages of which were
yet doubtful ; but when they found the French in Hifpa«
niola numerous, ftrong and wealthy, they owned them as
fubjeéts, fent them a governor and regular forces to keep
them fo, and to defend them in what they had done : the
old method of piracy was ftill connived at, whilft the
trade of {kins increafed, and the plantations extended. At
laft the French obtained a legal right by the ceffion,
which the Spaniards made them of the North-Weft part
of the ifland, by the treaty of Ryfwick, in 1697; the
beft and moft fertile part of the beft and mott fertile
ifland in the Weft-Indies, and perhaps in the world; that

T 4 which
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attended it ; the Englith took poffeflion of the ifland the
fame day. But this fettlement had not long life on either
fide. 'The Spaniards had reafon to dread the eftablifhment
of fuch powers in their neighbourhood; and they envied
the French and Englith thofe advantages, it was forefeen
they would draw, from countries from which they had
themfelves no benefit, and which they claimed only to
keep them defarts.

"They affaulted thefe new colonies, and drove them out
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poflefled themfelves of the largeft and moft fertile quarter,
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ing the Englifth already occupied the beft part, left a fmall
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venturous of their inhabitants, went in fearch of a new
fettlement ; when after various fortune, and after com-
bating the difficulties, which an uncultivated country and
fome Indifcretions of their own had occaficned, they
made a confiderable fettlement in the iflands of Martinico
and Guadaloupe,

After the Spaniards had ruined the firft colony at Si.
Chriftopher’s, they brought upon themfelves, by this adt,
a very heavy revenge for the injul’[ice of 1it.  Their ex-
ample at the fame time made it apparent, how much bet-
ter it is to let a bold and adventuruus people fettle in fome
place where they can do but little mifchicf, and to fuffer
their {pirit to evaporate in peaceful occupations, rather
than to keep it up by difficulties, forceiny it to take ano-
ther and more dangerous turn. ’

Several of the French inhabitants, who were expelled
from St. Chriftopher’s, being reduced to great indigence,
began te think of defperate courfes. They betook them-~
felves to piracy; and uniting with fome v.grant Englifh,
Duich, and other outcafts of all nations, but refolute fel-
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they began a piratical war upon the Spaniards.

The pirates whom we called buccancers improperly,
the French denominated flibuftiers, from the Dutch fly-
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boats, in which they made their firft expeditions. The
buccaneers are no more than perfons who hunt wild cattle
in America for their hides and tallow. Some of thefe
joined the flibuftiers in their firft expeditions; and from
them we named the whole body buccaneers. ‘Thefe
people brought their prizes and plunder frequently in-
to Jamaica, by which they eariched that ifland extreme-
ly.  Others, finding that the Spaniards were very weak
in Hifpaniola, and that they had in a manner deferted a
confiderable part of the ifland, made it a place of rendez-
vous., They who hunted cattle faw the hideous defarts,
left by the Spanith tyranny, a proper place for exercifing
their profeflion. To thefe two forts of people were foon
added a third ; who were fome of the French in the Lef-
fer Antilles, who finding how much might be made by
fupplying a fort of people who expended largely, and
were not very exa&l in their bargains, and perceiving that
no part of America afforded a better foi], pafled over to
this ifland, and exercifed here their bufinefs of "planters
and merchants. ‘Thefe three forts of people mutually in
want of each other, lived in very good harmony. 'The
Spaniards diflodged them feveral times; but they fill re-
turned, and with new ftrength ; fo that it was with diffi-
culty, and after a long difpute, that the Spaniards were
able to retain one part of the ifland.

The court of France faw the progrefs of thefe people
filently. Whenever complaints were made, they difa-
vowed their proceedings; refolved not to break meafures
with Spain for the fake of an objeét, which they were not
fure they could hold, and the advantages of which were
yet doubtful ; but when they found the French in Hifpa~
niola numerous, ftrong and wealthy, they owned them as
fubjeéts, fent them a governor and regular forces to keep
them fo, and to defend them in what they had done : the
old method of piracy was ftill connived at, whilft the
trade of fkins increafed, and the plantations extended. At
laft the French obtained a legal right by the ceflion,
which the Spaniards made them of the North-Weft part
of the ifland, by the treaty of Ryfwick, in 1697 ; the
beft and moft fertile part of the beft and moft fertile
ifland in the Weft-Indies, and perhaps ig the world; that
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which was firft fettled, and the whole of which is up-
wards of four hundred miles long, and one hundred and
forty broad. This is the principal fettlement of the French
in the Weft-Indies, and indeed in all America. The coun-
try is mixed ; pretty mountainous in.fome parts, but ma-
ny of thefe mountains are fertile, and covered with beau-
tiful woods. Others, which are barren and rocky, an-
ciently had mines of gold ; they are not worked now, tho’
it is judged they not only contain thofe of gold, but mines
of filver, copper and iron. But the French think, and,
1 believe, with reafon, that their labour is better beftow-
ed on the culture of the plains, for thofe rich commodities
which vend fo well in Europe, than in the purfuit of
mines, really more precarious in their profits, and which
yield a wealth after all of a lefs ufeful kind.

This country has likewife prodigioufly fine plains, of
a vaft extent, and extreme fertility ; either covered with
notle and beautiful forefts of timber and fruit-trees, ex-
cellent in their kinds, or paftured by vaft numbers of
horned cattle, fheep and hogs. '

"The air of Hifpaniola is the moft healthy in the Weft-
Indies. The country is admirably watered with rivulets
as well as navigable rivers, It is no wonder therefore,
that this aétive and induftrious nation, in pofleflion of fo
excellent and extenfive a country, has reaped from it pro-
digious advantages. They were the better enabled to do
this, from the great encouragement their fetilements met
with in France; and from the wife regulations which were
made concerning them.

It is certain they reckoned in the year 1726, that
on this ifland they had no lefs than one hundred thoufand
negroes, and thirty thoufand whites ; that they made fix-
ty thoufand hogtheads of fugar of five hundred weight
each ; that the mdigo was hall as much in value as the
fugar ; that they exported large quantities of cotton, and
that they had fent befides to France cacao and ginger in
tolerable plenty.  Since that time they have raifed coffee
here to a very great amount. And not-this article only,
but every other tranch of their commercial produéts has

increafed
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increafed to a degree truly aftonifhing fince that period.
Towards the conclufion of the late war, a Spanifh writer
of great judgment and well informed, reckons the pro-
duce of the plantations near Cape St. Francoile, the capi-
tal of French Hifpaniola, and which were exported from
that fingle town, at 30,000 tons in {ugar, indigo, tobac-
co, and coffee. This export at the lowefl pofiible calcu-
lation cannot be of lefs value than 600,000 pounds fterling.
If to this we add the exports of the two confiderable ports
of Leogane and Petit Guaves, and the other inferior ones,
which certainly do not fend out lefs than the capital ; on
this low eftimation, we find the exported produce of this
ifland to be worth 1200,0001. annually ; which, great as
it is, is certainly under-rated. But there is another branch
of their trade if poflible more advantageous to the mother
country, the contraband which they carry on with the
Spaniards, wholly in the manufaltures of France, and for
which they receive their returns in filver. ‘The above-
mentioned author from the moft authentic information
tells us, that this trade returns annually to France no lefs
than two millions of dollars. "This progrefs of the French
colonies, and their flourithing ftate after a war in which
they fuffered greatly, we have difplayed, inorder to ex-
plode a notion which prevails with many ; that by diftrefl-
ing the French in time of war it is in our power entirely
to deftroy their commerce ; but this notion, if it fhould
prevail generally, may miflead us greatly to our difadvan-
tage.

Nations lke France and England, full of people
of fpirit, and of induftry, eafily recover all the loffes
of war. 'The trade of France was in a deplorable condi-
tion at the treaty of Utrecht. She had not then five hun-
dred veflels of all forts in the world, At the beginning of the
confequent war, only thirty years after, they had eighteen
hundred. Their loffes in that were very great; and yet
their loffes in the late war fhew, thatin a very little time
they have mere than repaired them. Wherever the vital
principle fubfifts in full vigour, wounds arc foon healed.
Diforders themfelves are a {pecies of remedies; and every
new lofs not only fhews how it may be repaired, but by
the vigour it infpires, makes new advantages kngwr;l.

uc
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‘The reft of the French iflands in thofe feas are Defiada,
% 5t, Lucia, St. Bartholomew, and Marigalante ; all of them
inconfiderable in comparifon of thofe which we have men-
tioned. They do not all together produce much more than
feven or eight thoufand hogtheads of fugar. Thefe iflands,
befides their ftaple commodities, fend home roucou, and
Brazil wood, in confiderable quantities for the ufe of dyers,
caflia for druggitls, and rofewoed for joiners. "The French
have a fettlement upon an ifland on the coaft of Terra Fir-
ma in the province of Guiana, which they call Caen; and
they claim befides a confiderable part of the adjacent conti-
nent, but they have not much extended their fettlements
that way. The ifland is exceffively unhealthy, though not
fo bad as formerly. 'Vhe French here raife the fame com-
modities which they have from the Caribbee iflands, and
in no inconfiderable quantity.

SECT. V.
DuTcH and Danisa Settlements.

HE iflands which the Dutch poflefs are four, Cu-

raffou, St. Euftatia, Aruba and Bonaire; none
ot them large or fertile, but turned to the beft advantage
poflible by that {pirit of induftry for which the Dutch are
juftly famous. Curacco or Curaffou, as it is generally
called, is about thirty miles long, and ten in breadth.
Though it is naturally barren, it produces a confiderable
quantity both of fugar and tobacco, and here are befides
very great falt works which furnifh a good deal to the
Englifh iflands, and for which there is a confiderable de-
mand from our colonies on the continent ; but the trade
for which this ifland is chiefly valuable, is that which in
time of war is carried on between them, the Englith and
the French; and the contraband which is carried on be-
ween them and the Spaniards at all times,

The Dutch veffels from Europe touch at this ifland
for intelligence or proper pilots, and then proceed to the
Spanith coaft upon a trade which they force with a ftrong
hand. Itis very difficult for the Spanifh guarda coftas to
take thefe veflcls; for they are not only ftout thips, with

a number

* Confirmed to them by the treaty of Ver/ailles, 1763.
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a number of guns; but by a very wife pclicy manned
with a large crew of chofen {eamen, who ure all deeply
interefted in the fafety of the veflel and the fuccefs of the
voyage. ‘They have each a thare in the cargo, of a value
proportioned to the owner’s ftation, fupplied by the mer-
chants upon credit, and at prime coft. This animates
them with an uncommon courage; they fight bravely,
becaufe every man fights in defence of his own property.
But there is befides this, a conftant intercourfe between
the Spanifh continent and this ifland.

The ifland of Curaflou has its numerous warehoufes al-
ways full of the commodities of Europe, and the Eaft-
Indies. Here are all forts of woollen and linen cloths,
laces, filks, ribbands, utenfils of iron, naval and military
ftores, brandy, the fpices of the Moluccas, and the calli-
coes of India, white and painted. Hither the Weft-India,
which is likewife their African company, bring three or
four cargoes of flaves annually. To this mart, the
Spaniards come themfelves in fmall veffels, and carry
off not only the beft of their negroes, and at the beft
price, but very great quantities of all forts of goods ;
with this advantage to the feller, that the refufe of
warehoufes and mercers fhops, things grown utterly un-
fafhionable and unfaleable in Europe, go off extremely
well, where every thing is fufficiently recommended by
being European. They leave here their gold and filver in
bars or coined, cacao, vanilla, cochineal, jefuit’s bark,
hides, and other valuable commodities. The fhips that
trade direétly from Holland to the Spanifh continent, as
they touch here on their outward paflage to gain intelli-
gence or affiftance, on their return putin here likewife to
compleat what is wanting of their cargo, with the fugar,
the tobacco, the ginger, and other produce of the ifland
itfelf. The trade of this ifland, even in times of peace,
is reputed to be worth to the Dutch, no lefs than
500,006 L. fterling annually, but in time of war the pro-
fit is far greater, for then itis in a manner the common
emporium of the Weft-Indies; it affords a great retreat
to the thips of all nations, and at the fame time refufes to
none of them arms and ammunition to annov ane another.
The intercourfe with Spain being interrupie., the Spanith

colenies
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colonies have fcarce any other market, from whence they
can be well fupplied either with flaves or goods; the
French come hither to buy the beef, pork, corn, flour
and lumber, which the Englith bring from the continent
of North America, or which is tranfported from Ireland ;
fo that whether in peace or in war, the trade of this ifland
flourithes extremely. Nor is this owing to any natural
advantage whatfoever. It feems asif it were fated, that
the ingenuity and patience of the Hollanders thould every
where, both in Europe and America, be employed in
fighting againit an unfriendly nature : for the ifland is not
only barren, and dependant upon the rains for its water,
but the harbour is naturally one of the worft in America.
But the Dutch have entircly remedied that defect; they
have upon this harbour one of the largeft, and by far the
moft elegant and cleanly towns in the American iflands.
The public buildings are numerous and handfome ; the
private houfes commodious; and the magazines large,
convenient, and well filled. Every kind of labour is here
performed by engines ; fome of them fo dexteroufly con-
trived, that thips are at once lifted into the dock, where
they are compleatly careened ; and then furnifhed with
naval ftores, provifions, cannon, and every thing requi-
fite either for trade or war.

Euftatia is but one mountain of about twenty miles in
compafs; it is amongft the Leeward iflands ; but though
fo {mall and inconveniently laid out by nature, the induftry
of the Dutch have made 1t turn out to very good account,
and it is fully peopled ; the fides of the mountain are di-
vided and laid out in very pretty fettlements ; and though
they have neither fprings nor rivers, they are fo careful that
they never want proper {upplies of water from their ponds
and cifterns. They raife here fugar and tobacco ; and this
ifland, as well as Curaflou, is engaged in the Spanith
counterband trade, for which, however, it is not fo well
fituated ; and it draws the fame advantages from its con-
ftant neutrality,

Asfer Aruba‘and Bonaire ; they lie near Curaffou, and
have no trade of confequence; they are chiely employed
n
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in raifing frefh provifions for the principal ifland, and for
the refrethment of fuch fhips as ufe thofe feas.

The trade of all the Dutch American fettlements
was originally carried on by the Weft-India company
only. At prefent fuch fhips as go upon that trade pay
two and a half per cent. for their licences; the company
however referves to itfelf, the whole of what is carried
on between Africa and the American iflands.

The Danes had likewife a Weft-India company, though
its obje&t was far from extenfive. It was little more than
the ifland of St. Thomas, an inconfiderable member of
the Caribbees ; lately they have added to their pofleflions
the ifland of Santa Cruz in the fame clufter. ‘Thefe if-
lands, fo long as they remained in the hands of the com-
pany, were ill managed, and nothing like the proper ad-
vantage was made of them ; but the prefent king of Den-
mark, inferior to none who ever fat upon that or any
other throne, in love to his fubjeds, and 2 judicious zeal
for promoting their welfare, has bought up that company’s
ftock, and laid the trade open. Since then, the old fet-
tlement at St. Thomas is very much improved; it pro-
duces upwards of three thoufand hogtheads of fugar at a
thoufand weight each, and others of the Weft-Indian
commodities in tolerable plenty ; and as for Santa Cruz,
from a perfelt defart a few years fince, it is beginning to
fettle faft ; feveral perfons trom the Englith iflands, and
amongft them fome of great wealth, have gone to fettle
there, and have received very great encouragement to do
fo. 'The air of the place is extremely unhealthful; but
this 1ll difpofition will probably continue no longer than
the woods, with which the ifland at prefent 15 almoft
wholly covered. Thefe two nations, the Dutch and Danes,
hardly deferve to be mentioned amongft the proprietors
of America; their poffefiions there are comparatively no-
thing. Butas they appear extremely worthy of the at-
tention of thefe powers, and as the fhare of the Dutch is
worth to thera at leaft fix hundred thoufand pounds fter-
ling a year, what muft we think of our pofleflions ? what
attention do they not deferve from us? and what may not
be made of them by that attention ?

SLCT.
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SECT VL
BriTisH Settlements. Jamalca.

J AM ATCA lies between the 7gth and 7g9th degrees
of Weft longitude from L.ondon, and is between
feventeen and nineteen degrees diftant from the Equinoc-
tial. It isin length from Eaft to Weft, an hundred and
forty Englith miles, in breadth about fixty, and of an oval
form. This country is in a manner interfected with a
ridge of lotty mountains, rugged and rocky, that are call-
ed the blue mountains. On each fide of the blue moun-
tains are chains of lefler mountains gradually lower. The
greater mountains are little better than fo many rocks;
where there is any earth, it isonly a ftubborn clay fit for
no fort of hufbandry. The mountains are very fteep,
and the rocks tumbled upon one another in a manner alto-
gether ftupendous, the effe& of the frequent earthquakes
which have thaken thisifland in all times. Yet barren as
thefe mountains are, they are all covered to the very top
with a great variety of beautiful trees, flourithing in a per-
petual {pring ; their roots penetrate the crannies of the
rocks, and fearch out the moifture which is lodged there
by the rains that fall fo frequently on thefe mountains, and
the mifts that almoft perpetually brood upon them. Thefe
rocks too are the parents of a valt number of fine rivulets,
which tumble down their fides in cataraéls, that form a-
mongft the rudenefs of the rocks and precipices, and the
fhining verdure of the trees, the moft wildly pleafing
imagery imaginable. 'The face of this country is a good
deal different from what is generally obferved in other
places. For ason one hand the mountains are very fteep ;
fo the plains between them are perfe@ly imooth and level.
In thefe plains the foil, augmented by the wath of the
mountains for fo many ages, is prodigioufly fertile. None
of our iflands produce fo fine fugars. They formerly had
here cacao in great perfeétion, which delights in a rich
ground. ‘Their paftures after the rains, are of a moft
beautiful verdure, and extraordinary fatnefs. ‘They are
called Savannas. On the whole, if this ifland were not

troubled
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troubled with great thunders and lightnings, hurricanes
and earthquakes, and if the air was not at once violently
hot, damp, and extremely unwholefome in moft parts,
the fertility and beauty of this country would make it as
defirable a fituation for pleafure, as it is for the profits,
which, in fpite of thefe difadvantages, draw hither fuch a
number of people.

The river waters are many of them unwholefome and
tafte of copper; but fome fprings there are of a better
kind. In the plains are found feveral falt fountains; and
in the mountains, not far from Spanifh-town, isa hot bath,
of extraordinary medicinal virtues. It relieves in the dry
belly-ach, one of the moft terrible endemial diltempers of
Jamaica, and in various other complaints.

This ifland came into our pofleflion during the ufurpa-
tion of Cromwell, and by means of an armament which
had another deftination. Cromwell, notwithftanding the
great abilities which enabled him to overturn the conftitu-
tion, and to trample upon the liberties of his country,
was not {ufficiently acquainted with foreign politics. This
ignorance made him conne&t himfelf clofely with France,
then rifing into a dangerous grandeur, and to fight with
great animofity, the fhadow which remained of the Spa-
nifh power. On {uch ideas he fitted out a formidable
fleet, with a view to reduce the ifland of Hifpaniola ; and
though he failed in this defign, Jamaica made amends not
only for this failure, but almoft for the ill policy which
firft drew him in‘o hoftilities with the Spaniards; by
which, however, he added this excellent country to the
Britith dominions.

There was nothing of the genius of Cromwell to be
feen in the planning of this expedition. From the firft to
the laft all was wrong; all was a chain of little interefted
mifmanagement, and had no air of the refult of abfolute
power lodged in great hands. The fleet was ill vitualled ;
the troops ill provided with neceffaries to fupport and en-
courage men badly chofen and worfe armed. They em-
barked in great difcontent. The generals were but little
better fatisfied, and had little more hopes than the fol-

Vor. IIL U diets..
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diers. But the generals, (for there were two in the com-
mandy, Pen and Venables, one for the marine, the other
for the land-fervice,) were men of no extraordinary ta-
dents.  And if they had been men of the beft capacity, lit-
tle was to be expefted from two commanders not {ubor-
dinate, and fo differing in their ideas, and fo envious of
each other as land and fea-officers generally are. But to
make this arrangement perfe in all refpes, and to im-
prove the advantages arifing from a divided command,
they added a number of commiffioners as a check upon
both. This tripartite generalfhip, in the trueft Dutch
tafte, produced the effeéts that might be expefted from
it. The foldiers differed with the generals, the generals
difagreed with one another, and all quarrelled with the
commiffioners. The place of their landing in Hifpanio-
la was ill chofen, and the manner of it wretchedly con-
trived. The army had near forty miles to march before
it could aét; and the foldiers, without order, without
heart, fainting and dying by the exceflive heat of the cli-
mate and the want of neceflary provifions, and difhearten-
ed yet more by the cowardice and difcontent of their offi-
cers, yielded an eafy viCory to an handful of Spaniards.
They retired ignominioufly and with great lofs.

But the principal commanders, a little reconciled by
their misfortunes, and fearing to return to England with-
out effeét, very wifely turned their thoughts another way.
"They refolved to attempt Jamaica, before the inhabitants
of that ifland could receive encouragement by the news
of their defeat in Hifpaniola. ‘They knew that this ifland
was in no good pofture of defence; and they fet them-
felves vigoroufly to avoid the miftakes, which proved fo
fatal in the former expedition. They feverely punifhed
the officers who had fhewn an ill example by their cowar-
dice ; and they ordered, with refpe& to the foldiers, that

if any attempted to run away, the man neareft to him
thould fhoot him.

Fortified with thefe regulations they landed in Jamaica,
and laid fiege to St. Jago de la Vega, now called Spanith-
town, the capital ot the ifland. The people, who were
in no condition to oppofe an army of ten thoufand men,

and
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and a ftrong naval force, would have furrendered immes
diately, if they had not been encouraged by the ftrange
delays of our generals and their commifficners. However
at laft the town with the whole ifland furrendered, but not
until the inhabitants had fecreted their moft valuable efs
fecls in the mountains.

After the reftoration, the Spaniards ceded the ifland to
our court.  Cromwell had fettled there fome of the troops
employed in its redution; fome royalifts uneafy at home
fought an afylum in this ifland ; not a few planters from
Barbadoes were invited to Jamaica by the extraordinary
fertility of the foil, and the other advantages which it of-
fered. ‘'Thefe latter taught the former fettlers the manner
of raifing the fugar cane, and making fugar. For at firt
they had wholly applied themfelves to the raifing of cacao,
as the Spaniards had done before them. It was happy
for them that they fell into this new praétice; for the
cacao groves planted by the Spaniards began to fail, and
the new plantations did not anfwer, as the negroes fore-
told they would not, becaufe of the want of certain reli-
gious ceremonies always ufed by the Spaniards in planting
them, at which none of the flaves were fuffered to be
prefent, and to the ufe of which they attributed the pro-
fperity of thefe plantations. Probably there were me-
thods taken at that time, that were covered by the veil of
thefe religious ceremonies, which are neceflary to the
well-being of that plant. However that be, the cacao
has never {ince equalled the reputation of the Spanifh, but
gave way to the more profitable cultivation ot indigo and
fugar.

But what gave the greateft life to this new fettlement,
and raifed it at once to a furprifing pitch of opulence,
which it hardly equals even in our days, was the refort
thither of thofe pirates called the buccaneers. Thefe men
who fought with the moft defperate bravery, and fpent
their plunder with the moft ftupid extravagance, were
very welcome guetls in Jaumaica, They often brought
two, three, and four hundred thoufand pieces of eight &
a time, which were immediately {quandered in all the
ways of exceflive gaming, wine and women. Vatt for-

J 2 tunes
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tunes were made, and the returns of treafure to England
were prodigioufly great. In the ifland they had by this
means raifed fuch funds, that when the {ource of this
wealth was ftopped up by the fuppreflion of the piraces,
they were enabled to turn their induftry into better chan-
nels.  They increafed fo faft, that it was computed that
in the beginning of this century, they had fixty thoufand
whites and a hundred and twenty thoufand negroes in this
ifland.  This calculation ts certainly too large. However,
the Jamaicans were undoubtedly very numerous until re-
duced by earthquakes, (one of which entirely ruined Port
Royal, and killed a valt number of perfons in all parts of
the country) and by terrible epidemical difeafes, which
treading on the heels of the former calamities fwept away
vaft multitudes; loffes which have not been fince {uffici~
ently repaired. At prefent the white inhabitants fcarcely
exceed twenty five thoufand fouls; the blacks are about
uinety thoufand; both much lefs numerous than formerly,

and with a difproportion much greater on the fide of the
whites.

It appears at prefent, that Jamaica is rather upon the
decline; a point this that deferves the moft attentive con-
fideration. A country which contains at leaft four milli-
ons of acres, has a fertile foil, an extenfive fea coaft, and
many very fine harbours, for an ifland fo circumftanc-
ed, and at a time when the value of all its produlls at
market is confiderably rifen, for fuch a country to fall
thort of its former numbers, and not to have above three
or four hundred thoufand acres employed in any fort of
culture, fhews clearly that fomething muft be very wrong
i the management of its affairs; and what thews it even
yei more clearly, land is fo extravagantly dear in many of
the other iflands, as to fell fometimes for one bundred
pounds 2n acre and upwards ; a price that undoubtedly ne-
ver would be paid, if convenient land was to be had, and
proper encouragement given in Jamaica, Whether this
be owiag to public or private faults, I know not ; but cer-
tain it is, that wherever they are, they deferve a fpeedy

and effectual remedy from thofe, in whofe power it is to
hppl_\]‘ it.

The
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The natural produlls of Jamaica, befides lugar, cacao,
and ginger, are principally piemento, or, as it is called,
allfpice, or Jamaica pepper. The tree which bears the
piemento rifes to the height of above thirty feet. It is
ftraight, of a moderate thicknefs, and covered with a
grey bark extremely fmooth and fhining. It fhoots out a
vaft number of branches upon all fides, that bear a plen-
tiful foliage of very large and beautiful leaves of a fhining
green, in all things refembling the leaf of the bay trec.
At the very end of the twigs are formed bunches of flow-
ers; each ftalk bearinga flower which bends back, and
within which bend are to be dilcerned fome {tamina of a
pale green colour; to thefe fucceedsa bunch of {mall
crowned berries, larger when ripe than juniper berries;
at that feafon they change from their former green, and
become black, {mooth, and fhining; they are taken un-
ripe from the tree, and dried in the fun; in this cafe they
affume a brown colour, and have a mixed flavour of many
kinds of fpice, whence it is called allfpice. Butit is milder
than the other fpices, and is judged to be inferior to none
of them for the fervice which it does to cold, watery and
languid ftomachs. The trec grows moftly upon the moun-
tains,

Befides this they have the wild cinnamon tree, whofe
bark isfo ferviceable in medicine; the manchineel, a2 moft
beautiful tree to the eye, with the faireft apple in the
world, and when cut down affording a very fine ornamen-
tal wood for the joiners; but the apple and the juice in
every part of the tree, contain one of the worlt poifons
in nature. Here i1s the mohogany, in fuch general ufe
with our cabinet makers; the cabbage tree, a tall plant,
famous for a fubftance, looking and tafting like cabbage,
growing on the very top, and no lefs remarkable for the
extreme hardnefs of its wood, which when dry 1s incor-
ruptible, and hardly yields to any tool ; the palma, from
which isdrawn a great deal of oil, much efteemed by the
negroes both in food and medicine; the white wood,
which never breeds the worm in fhips; the foap tree,
whofc berries anfwer all purpofes of wafhing ; the man-
grove and olive bark, ufeful to tanners; the fuftic and
redwood to the dyers, and lately the logwood ; and their
forefts {upply the apothecary with guaiacum, lurfaparilla,

U3 china,
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china, caffia, and tamarinds; they have aloes too; and
do not want the cochineal plant, though they know no-
thing of the art of managing it; nor perhaps is the cli-
mate fuitable. The indigo plant was formerly much cul-
tivated ; the cotton tree is {hil fo, and they fend home
more of its wool than all the reflt of our iflands together,

The whole produ& therefore of the iflind may be re-
duced to thefe heads. Firft fugars, of which they im-
portcd in 17573 twenty thoufand three hundred and fiftecn
hogtheads, fome vaftly great even to a tun weight, which
cannot be worth lefs in England than 424,725 pounds
fterling. Moft of this goes to London and Briftol, and
fome part of it to North America, in return for the
beef, pork, cheefe, corn, peafe, ftaves, plank, pitch and
tar, which they have from thence. 2. Rum, of which
they export about 4000 puncheons. The rum of this
fland 15 generally efteemed the beft, and is the moft ufed
m England. 3. Molafles, in which they make a great
part of their ieturns for New England, where there are
vaft diftilleries. /il thefe are the produce of their grand
ftaple the fugar cane. 4. Cotton, of which they fend
out 2000 bags. The indigo, formerly much cultivat-
ed, is now inconfiderable, but fome cacao and coffee are
exported, which latter is in no great efteem ; though it
is faid to be liitle inferior to that of Mocha, provided it
be kept for two or three years. With thefe they fend
home a confiderable quantuy of piemento, ginger, drugs
for dyers and apothecaries, {wectmeats, and mohogany
and manchineel plank. But fome of the moft confidera-
ble articles of their trade are with the Spanith continent
of New Spain and Terra Tirma; for in the tormer they
cut great quantities of * legwood, and both in the former
and latter they drive a vaft and profitable trade in negroes,
and all kinds of the fame Eurupean goods which are carri-

ed thither from Old Spain by the flota.

But there is a trade yet more profitable carried on be-
tween this ifland and the Spanifh continent, elpecially in
time of war. This has been the caufe of much bick-

ering

® By the treaty of Perfuilles the privilege of cutiing log-
wood has been granted to the Exglifh. ' D
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ering between us and the court of Spain, and it wil
be very difhicult for them to put a flop to it becaufe
the Spaniards are fo eager for 1t, and it is fo pro-
fitable to the Britith merchant, and whilt the Spa-
nifh officers from the higheft to the loweft thew fo
great a refpe&t to prefents properly made. The trade
1s carried on in this manner. The fhip from Jamai-
ca having taken in negroes, and a proper fortment of
goods there, proceeds in time of peace to a harbour called
the Grout within Monkey-kay, about four miles from
Porto bello. A perfon who underftands Spanith, is di-
retly fent on fhore to give the merchantsof the tewn no-
tice of the arrival of the veflel ; the fame news is car-
ried likewife with great fpeed to Panama ; from whence
the merchants fet out difguifed like peafants with their fil-
ver in jars covered with meal, to deceive the officers of
the revenue. Here the fhip remains trading frequently
for five or fix weeks together. The Spaniards ufually
come on board, leave their money, and take their negroes,
-and their goods packed up in parcels fit for one man to car~
ry, after having been handfomely entertained on board,
‘and receiving provifions fufficient for their journey home-
ward. It the whole cargo is not difpofed of here, they
bear off eaftward to the Brew, a harbour about five miles
diftant from Carthagena, where they foon find a vent for
the reft. There is no trade more profitable than this;
for your payments are made in ready money ; and the
goods fell higher than they would at any other market,
It is not on this coaft only, but every where upon the
Spanith main, that this trade is carried on; nor is it by
the Englith only, but the French from Hilpaniola, the
Dutch from Curaffou, and even the Danes have fome
thare in it. When the Spanifh guarda coftas feize upon
one of thefe veflels, they make no fcruple of confifcating
the cargo, and ot treating the crew ina manner little bet-
ter than pirates.

This commerce in time of peace, and this with the
prizes that are made in time of war, pour inta Jamaica
an aftonithing quantity of treafure; great fortunes are
made 1n 2 manner inftantly, whilft the people appear to
live in fuch a ftate of luxury as in all other places leads to

Uy beggary.
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beggary. ‘Their equipages, their cloaths, their furniture,
their tables, all bear the tokens of the greateft wealth and
profuflon imaginable ; this obliges all the treafure they re-
ceive, to make but a very fhort flay, as all this treafure
added to all the produs of the ifland itfelf, is hardly more
than fufficient to anfwer the calls of their neceflity and
luxury on Europe and North America, and their demand
for flaves, of which this iftand is under the neceflity of an
annual recruit for its own ufe and that of the Spanith
trade, of upwards of fix thoufand head, and which ftand
them one with another in thirty pounds apiece, and often
more.

The whole ifland is divided into nineteen diftri&ts or
parifhes, which fend each of them two members to the af-
fembly, and allow a competent maintainance to a minifl-
ter. Port-Royal was anciently the capital of the ifland;
it {tood upon the very point of a long narrow neck of
land, which towards the fea formed part of the border
of a very noble harbour of its own name. In this
harbour above a thoufand fail of the largeft fhips could
anchor with the greateft convenience and fafety ; and
the water was fo deep at the kay of Port-Royal, that
veflels of the greateft burden could lay their broadfides to
the wharfs, and load and unload at little expence or trouble.
This conveniency weighed fo much with the inhabitants,
that they chofe in this fpot to build their capital, though
the place was an hot dry fand, which produced not one
of the neceflaries of life, not even freth water. How-
ever, this advantageous fituation, and the refort of the
pirates, fopn made 1t a very confiderable place. It con-
tained two thoufand houfes very handfomely built, and
which rented as high as thofe in l.ondon. It had a refort
like a conftant fair, by the great concourfe of people of
bufinefs, and grew to all this in about thirty years time ;
for betore that there was fcarcely an houfe upon the place.
In fhort, there were very few places in the world, which
for the fize could be compared to this town for trade,
wealth, and an entire corruption of manners. '

It continued thus until the gth of June 1692, when an
earthquake, which fhook the whole ifland to its foundati-

ons,
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ons, overwhelmed this city, and buried nine tenths of it
eight fathom under water.  This earthquake not only de-
molithed this city, but made a terrible devaftation all over
the ifland, and was followed by a contagious diftemper,
which was near giving the laft hand to its ruin. Ever
fince, it has been remarked, that the air is far more un-
wholefome than formerly. This earthquake, one of the
moft dreadful that ever was known, is defcribed in
fuch lively colours in the Philofophical tranfaltions, and
by perfons who faw and had a large part in the terrors
and loffes of this calamity, that we fhall fay nothing of it,
but refer thither; as tis certain no man from his fancy,
could aflemble a greater number of images of horror, than
the nature of things, taught the perfons who faw them,
to bring together, and which are there rclated very natu-
vally and pathetically.

They rebuilt this city after the earthquake, but it was
again deftroyed. A terrible fire laid it in afhes about ten
years after. Notwithftanding this, the extraordinary con-
venience of the harbour tempted them to rebuild it once
more. But in the year 1722 a hurricane, one of the
moft terrible on record, reduced 1t a third time to a heap
of rubbifh. Warned by thefe extraordinary calamities,
that feemed to mark out this place as a devoted fpot, by
an a&t of aflembly they removed the cuftom-houfe and
public offices from thence, and forbid that any market
fhould be held there for the future. The principal inha-
bitants came to refide at the oppofite fide of the bay, at
a place which is called Kingfton. The town is commo-
dioufly fituated for freth water, and all manner of accom-
modations. The {treets are of a commodious widenefs,
regularly drawn, and cutting each other at equal diftances
and right angles. It confifts of upwards of one thoufand
houfes, many of them handfomely built, though low,
with porticoes, and every conveniency for a comfortable
habitation in that climate. The harbour was formerly in
no good pofture of defence, but by the care of the late
governor Mr. Knowles, it is now ftrongly fortified.

The river Cobre, a conftderable, but not navigable
fiream, falls into the fea not far from Kinglton. Upon
the banks of this river {tands St. Jago de la Vega, or
T Spanith-
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Spanith-town ; the feat of government, and the place
where the courts of juftice are held, and confequently the
capital of Jamaica, though inferior in fize and refort to
Kingfton. However, this, tho’ a town of lefs bufinefs,
has more gaiety., Here refide many perfons of large for-
tunes, and who make a figure proportionable; the num-
ber of coaches kept here 1s very great ; here is a regular
aflembly ; and the refidence of the governor and the prin-
cipal officers of the government, who have all very pro-
fitable places, confpire with the genius of the inhabitants,
oftentatious and expenfive, to make it a very fplendid and
agrecable place.  Mr. Knowles, the late governor, made
an attempt to remove the feat of government from hence
to Kingfton, for reafons which, 1t muft be owned, have
a very plaufible appearance; for it would certainly facili-
tate the carrying on of bufinefs, te have the courts of
juftice and the feat of government, as near as poflible to
the centre of commercial affairs.  But whether the con-
fideration of a more healthful fituation; the divifion of
the advantages of great towns with the feveral parts
of the country, and the mifchiefs that might arife from
fhaking the fettled order of things, and prejudicing the
property of a great many private people, can weigh again(t
the advantages propofed by this removal, 1 will not un-
dertake to determine. One thing appears, I think, very
plainly in the conteft which this regulation produced ; that
the oppofition was at leaft as much to the governor as to
the meafure; and that great natural warmth of temper
upon all {ides, enflamed and envenomed by a fpirit of
party which reigns in all our plantations, kindled a flame
about this, which, if 1t had not happened, muft haverifen
to the fame helght upon fome other occafion, fince there
was a plenty of combuftible materials ready upon all fides.

The government of this iffand is, next to that of Ire-
land, the beft in the king’s gift. The ftanding falary is
two thoufand five hundred pounds a year. 'The affembly
vote the governor as much more; and this, with the other
great profits of his office, make it in the whole little ine
ferior to ten thoufand pounds a year.

SECT.
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SECT. VIL
BaAarRBADOES.

HE next ifland, in point of importance which
we pollefs in the Welt-Tndies, but the oldeft in
pumnt of fettlement, is Barbadoes. This is one, and by
no means the mofl contemptisle one, amongit the Wind-
ward divifion of the Carribbee iflands. It 15 not diftin&-
ly known when this ifland was firft difcovered or fettled ;
but it was probably fome time about the year 1625.
When the Englith firft landed here, they found the
place the moft favage and deftitute that can well be ima-
gined. It had not the leaft appearance of ever having
been peopled even by favages. There was no kind of
beaft of paiture or of prey, no fruit, no herb, nor root fit
for fupporting the lite of man. Yet as the climate was
good, and the foil appeared fertile, fome gentlemen of
{muall fortunes in England refolved to become adventurers
thither. But the firlt planters had not only the utter de-
folatenefs of the place, and the extreme want of provifi-
ons to {truggle with, but the trees were fo large, of a
wood fo hard and ftubborn, and full of fuch great branches,
that they proceeded in the clearing of the ground with a
difficulty that mufl have worn down any ordinary patience.
And even when they had tolerably cleared fome little {pot,
the firlt produce it yielded for their fubfiftance was fo
fmall and ordinary, at the fame time that their fupplies
from England were fo flow and precarious, that nothing
but the nobleft courage, and a firmnefs which cannot re-
ceive too many praifes, could have carrted them through
the difcouragements which they met in the nobleft work
in the world, the culiivating and peopling a deferted part
of the globe. But by degrees things were mollitied 5
fome of the trees yiclded fuftic for the dyers; cotton and
indigo agreed well with the foil; tobacco then becoming
fathionable in England anfwered tolerably ;’andﬁthe coun
try began gradually to hy afide its favage difpaiition, and
fubimit to culture,
tg nomit to Thefe
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Thefe good appearances in America, and the ftorm
which-fome time alter began to gather in England, en-
couraged many to go over ; but {lill the colony received
no fort of encouragement from the government, which at
that time underftoed the advantages of colonies but little ;
and which was befides much worfe occupied in fowing
thofe feeds of bitternefs, which came afterwards fo terri-
blv to their own lips. The court took no other nonice of
this ifland than to grant it to a very unworthy and un-
faithful favourite, the earl of Carlifle; which, as may be
judged, proved of no advantage to the fettlement.

However, as this colony had the hardieft breeding, and
the moft laborious infancy of any of our fettlements, {o it
was far ftronger in its ftamina, and grew with greater {peed ;
and that to an height, which if it were not proved beyond
any reafonable doubt, could {carcely be believed. For in
this fmall ifland, which is but twenty-five miles in length,
and in breadth but fourteen, in litile more than twenty
years after its firft fettlement, that is, in 1650, it con-
tatned upwards of fifty thoufand whites of all fexes and
ages, and a2 much greater number of black and Indian
flaves. The former of which flaves they bought; the
latter they acquired by means not at all to their honour;
for they feized upon thofe unhappy men without any pre-
tence, in the neighbouring iflands, and carried them into
flavery; a pra&tice which has rendered the Cartbbee In-

dians irreconcileable to us ever {ince.

This fmall ifland, peopled by upwards of one hundred
thoufand fouls, was not yet above half of it cultivated,
nor was the induftry of the inhabitants at a ftand. A tit-
tle before the period I have mentioned, they learned the
method of making fugar; and this enlarging the fphere of
their trade, they grew prodigioufly rich and numerous.

About this time the government in England, which
was then in the hends of Cromwell, confined the trade
of Barbadoes to the mother country ; before it had been
managed altogether by the Dutch.  The rigour exercifed
towards the royal party, obliged feveral gentlemen of very
good families to fettic in this ifland, which was far from

lpein.g»
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being peopled like fome other colonies, by fugitives and
perfons defperate at home. After the reftorution it con-
tinued ftill to advance by very haity ftrides. Not long alter
the refloration, king Charles created thirteen buronets
from the gentlemen of this ifland, fome of whom were
worth ten thoufand pounds a year, and none fo little as
one thoufand.

In 1676, which was the meridian of this fettlement,
their whites were computed to be hifl much about fifty
thoufand, but their negroe flaves were increafed {o as to
be upwards of one hundred thoufand of all kinds. They
employed four hundred fail of thips, one with another of
an hundred and fifty tuns, in their trade ; their annual
exported produce in fugar, indigo, ginger, cotton, &c.
amounted to upwards of three hundred and fifty thoufand
pounds, and their circulating cafh at home was two hun-
dred thoufand. Tt is probable that Hoiland itfelf, or per-
haps even the beft inhabited parts of China were never
peopled in the fame proportion, nor have they land of the
fame dimenfions, which produces any thing like the fame
profits.  But fince that time the ifland has been much up-
on the decline. ‘The growth of the French fugar iflands,
and the fettlement of Antigua, St. Chriftopher’s, Nevis,
and Montferrat, as well as the greater eftablithment in
Jamaica, have drawn away from time to time a vaft num-
ber of their people. A terrible contagion, faid to be
brought over by the troops from England, but more pro-
bably derived from the coaft of Africa, attacked the ifland
in the year 1692; it raged like a peftilence ; twenty have
died in a day in thelr principal town ; and all parts of the
ifland fuffered in proportion. This ficknefs continued,
with fome abatements, for feveral years, and lett an ill
difpofition in the climate ever afterwards. War raged at
the fame time with this diftemper; and the Barbadians
who raifed a good number of men, loft many of them in
fruitle(s expeditions againft the French iflands. The
land too began not to vield quite fo kindly as it formerly
had done, and in fome places they were obliged to manure
it.  All thefe caufes contributed to "cduce the numbers
and opulence of this celebrated ifland.  But it is only in
comparifon of itfelf, that it may be confidered in amyI 0-

ther
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ther than the moft flourifhing condition even at this
day; for it contains twenty-five thoufand whites, ve-
ry near eighty thoufand negroes, and it fhips above
twenty-five thoufand hogtheads of fugar, to the value of
three hundred thoufand pounds, befides rum, molaffes,
cotton, ginger, and aloes; an immenfe peopling and pro-
duce for a country not containing more than one hundred
thoufand acres of land. By the rife of fugars, the returns
of this ifland are little lefs than they were in its moft
flourithing times.

This ifland can raife near five thoufand men of its own
militia, and it has generally a regiment of regular troops,
though not very compleat. It 1s fortified by nature all
along the windward fhore by the rocks and thoals, fo as to
be near two thirds utterly inacceflible. On the leeward
fide it has good harbours; but the whole coaft is prote&t-
ed by a line of feveral miles in length, and feveral forts to
defend it in the moft material places.

‘They fupport their own eftablifhment, which is very
confiderable, with great credit.  The governor’s place 1s
worth at leaft five thoufand pounds a year, and the reft of
their officers have valuable places. They provide very
handfomely for their clergy, who are of the church of
England, which is the religion eftablithed here, as it is in
the other lands. Here are very few diffenters. There
is in general an appearance of fomething more of order
and decency, and of a fettled people, than in any other
colony in the Weft-Indies. They have here a college,
founded and well endowed by the virtue and liberality of
that great man colonel Chriftopher Codrington, who was
a native of this ifland, and who for a great number of a-
miable and ufeful qualities both in public and private life,
for his courage, and his zeal for the good of his country,
his humanity, his knowledge and love of literature, was
far the richeft produétion and moft thining ornament this
Mland ever had.

"This college does not fo fully an{wer the intentions of
the excellent founder, as it might do. 1If the fund was
applied to the education of a number of catechifts for the

inftruction
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inftru&ion of the negroes, fome of them of their own
colour, it would be a vaft public advantage, befides the
charity, or perhaps the indifpenfible duty of fome fuch
work.

This college is in Bridge-town, the capital of this
illand, which before the late fire contained about twelve
hundred houfes, very handfomely built and inhabited by
a numepous and wealthy people. The country of Barba-
does has a moft beautiful appearance, fwelling here and
there into gentle hills; fhining by the cultivation of every
part, by the verdure of the fugar canes, the bloom and
fragrance of the number of orange, lemon, lime and ci-
tron trees, the guavas, papas, aloes, and a vaft multitude
of other elegant and ufeful plants, that rife intermixed
with the houlfes of the gentlemen which are fown thickly
on every part of the ifland. Even the negroe huts, tho?
mean, contribute to the beauty of the country; for they
thade them with plaintain trees, which give their villages
the appearance of fo many beautiful groves. In fhort,
there is no place in the Welt-Indies comparable to Barba-
does, in point of numbers of people, cultivation of the
foil, and thofe elegancies and conveniencies which refult
from both.

SECT. VI

St. CHRISTOPHER’s, ANTIGUA, NEVIS, MONTSER-
RAT, &c. their prefent condition and force.

HE iftand of St. Chriftopher’s is the chief of thofe
which we poffefs amongf(t the Leeward iflands. It
was_firft fettled by the French and Englifh in the year
1626, but after various fortunes it was entirely ceded to
us by the treaty of Utrecht. This ifland isabout feventy-
five miles in compafs. The circuit of Antigua is but lit-
tle inferior. Nevis and Montferrat are the fmalleft of
the four, not exceeding for either of them, about eigh-
teen or twenty miles in circumference. The foil in all
thefe iflands is pretty much ahke; hght and fandy, but
notwithftanding fertile in an high degree. Antigua has
no rivulets of frefh water, and but very few fprings; t}éis
made
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made it be deemed uninhabitable for a long time; but
now they fave the rains in ponds and cifterns with great
care, and they are rarely in great diftrefs for water. Ina
word, this ifland, which we formerly thought ufelefs,
has got the ftart of all the Leeward iflands, increafing
every day in its produce and inhabitants both freemen and
flaves. It has one of the beft harbours in the Weft-In-
dies; on it flands the principal town called St. John’s,
which is large and wealthy.

The ifland of St. Chriftopher’s is not fo much on the
increale. Neither that, nor any of the Leeward iflands,
yields any commodity of confequence but what is derived
from the cane, except Montferrat, which exports fome
indigo, but of a very inferior kind.

It is judged that the ifland of St. Chriftopher’s contains
about feven thoufand whites, and twenty thoufand ne-
groes; that Antigua has alfo about feven thoufand of the
former colour, and thirty thoufand blacks ; and that Ne-
vis and Montferrat may have each about five thoufand
Europeans who are mafters of ten or twelve thoufand A-
frican flaves. So that the whole of the Leeward iflands
may be reckoned without exaggeration to maintain about
twenty thoufand Englith, of whom every fingle man
gives bread to feveral in England, which s effe&ted by the
labour of near {eventy thoufand negroes. Of the ifland
of Barbuda, we {ay little, becaufe it has no direét trade
with England. It is employed in hufbandry, and raifing
frefh provifions for the ufe of the neighbouring colonies.
It is the property of the Codrington family.

Thefe iflands are under the management of one gover-
nor, who has the title of captain general and governor
i chief of all the caribbee iflands trom Guadaloupe to
Porto Rico. His poft is worth about three thoufand five
hundred pounds a year. Under him each ifland has its
particular deputy governor at a falary of two hundred
pounds a year, and its feparate, independent legiflative of
a council, and an affembly of the reprefentatives.

SECT.
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SECT. IX.

Of GraxNaDa, the GRANADILLOES, ST. VINCENT,
DoMminica, and ToBAGO.

HESE iflands were ceded to the king of Great-

Britain by the treaty of Verfailles. They are all
in the number of thofe iflands called by Geographers the
Caribbees. Granada is the moft Southern of thefe fettle-
ments about 159 miles S. W. of Barbadoes, about 25 miles
in length and 5 in breadth. lat. 12. 2. N. lon. 61. 36,
*Tis very fertile, and produtive of the fame commodities,
fruits, &c. with the other Weft-India iflands. We can
fay nothing as yet concerning its trade, nor indeed of any
of thefe ceded iflands, the plantations being as yet in their
infancy ; but ’tis to be hoped that the induftry of enter-
prizing adventurers, and proper encouragement from the
throne, may render them a jewel of confiderable value in
the Englith crown.

The Granadilloes lie between 12 and 13 N. lat. and 61
W. lon. Before the peace of Verfailles they were quite
negle@ed, but are at prefent in a way of cultivation, the
effe& of which is, at prefent, in the womb of time.

St. Vincent is 20 miles in length and almoft as much in
breadth, lat. 12. 50. N. §8. 32. W. lon. it is the moit
populous of thofe the ancient inhabitants ftill poffefs. ‘The
duke of Montague fent a colony hitherin 1722, to people
this ifland, but they were driven back by the French.

Dominica is 32 miles in length and 12 inbreadth about
28 miles N. of Martinico, lat. 15. 15. N. lon. 61. 8. W,

Tobago 1s about 52 miles long and 12 broad, lat. 11.
36. N. lon. 59. 10. W. It was formerly planted by the
Englith, but being often ravaged by the Indians from
Terra Firma, they thought proper to abandon it.

Vor. II. X SECT.
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SECT X

The trade of Mexico. Some account of that city. The
fairs of Acarurco, «nd LA Vera Cruz. Tbe
flota, regifter [bips and Galleons,

H E trade of Mexico may be confidered as confift-

ing of three great branches by which it communi-
cates with the whole world; the tade with Europe by
La Vera Cruz; the trade with the Eaft-Indies by Aca-
pulco; and the commerce of the South Sea by the fame
port. ‘The places in New Spain, which can intereft a
firanger, are therefore three only, La Vera Cruz, Aca-
pulco, and Mesxico, '

Mexico, the capital of the kingdom, the refidence of
the viceroy, the feat of the firft audience or chamber of
juftice, and an archbifhopric, is certainly one of the rich-
et and moft fplendid cities, not only in America, but in
the whole world. Though no fea-port town, nor com-
municating with the fea by any navigable river, it has a
prodigious commerce, and is itfelf the centre of all that
1s carried on between America and Europe on one hand,
and between America and the Eaft-Indies on the otherj
for here the principal merchants refide, the greateit part
of the bufinefs is negotiated, and the goods that pafs from
Acapulco to I.a Vera Cruz, or from I.a Vera Cruz to
Acapulco, for the ufe of the Philippines, and in a great
meafure for the ufe of Peru and Lima, all pafs through
this city, and. employ an incredible number of horfes and
mules in the carriage. Hither all the gold and filver come
to be coined, here the king’s fifth is depofited, and here
‘is wrought all that immen e quantity of utenfils and vrna-
ments in plate, which is every year fent into Furope.
Every thing here has the greateft air of magnificence and
wealth ; the fhops glitter upon all fides with the expo-
fure of ‘gold, filver and jewels, and furprize yet more by
the work of the imagination, upon the trealure which fill
great chefts piled up to the ceilings, whillt they wait the
time of being tent to Old Spain. It is faid that the ne-
gro wenhes, who run by-the coaches of the ladies there,

wear
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wear bracelets of gold, pearl necklaces, and jewels in
their ears, whilft the black foot-boys are all over covered
with lace and embraidery, It cannot.exaétly be afcertain-
ed what number of people are in this city. It is certainly
very confiderable, by many rot made lefs than feverty or
¢ighty thoufand.  This city itfelt is well and regularly
built, though the houfes are not lofty ; the monafleries
are numerous, and richly endowed, and the churches ex-
travagantly rich in their ornaments, though comparative-
ly poor in the tafte of their archite&ure.

The port neareft to this city is Acapulco, upon the
South-Sea, upwards of two hundred miles diftant from
the capital.  Acapulco itfelf has one of the deepetl, fe-
curelt, and moft commodious harbours in the South-Sea,
and indeed almoft the only one which is good upon the
Wettern couft of New Spain.  'T'he entrance of the har-
bour is defended by a caflle of tolerable ftrength; the
town itfelf is but 1il built, and makes every way a mifera-
ble figure, except at the time of the fairs, when it in-
tirely changes its appearance, and becomes one of the
mott confiderable marts in the world. About the month
of December, the great gallecn, which makes the whole
communication that is between America and the Phifip-
pines, after a voyage of five months, and failing three
thoufand leagues without fecing any other land than the
Little Ladrones, arrives here loaded with all the rich
commodities of the Eaft; cloves, pepper, cinamon, nut-
megs, mace, china, japan wares, callicoes plain and paint-
ed, chints, muflins ef every fort, filks, precicus ftones,
rich drugs, and gold duft. At the fame time the annual
thip from Lima comes in, and is not computed to bring
lefs than two millions of pieces of eight in filver, befides
quickfilver, cacao, drugs and other valuable commodities
to be laid out in the purchafe of the commudit:es of the
Ea®t-Indies. Several other fhips trom different parts of
Chili and Perv meet upon the fame cccafion; and be-
fides the traffic for the Philippine commodities, this
caufes a very large dealing for every thing thofe countries
have to exchange with cne another, as wel! as -t’(‘)r the
purchafe of all forts of European goods. The fair lafis
fometimes for thirty days. As {con as the gocds are dit-

X 2 poled
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pofed of, the galleon prepares to fet out on her voyage to
the Philippines with her returns, chieflyin filver, but with
forne European goods too, and fome other commodities of
America. I fpeak here, as though there were but one
veflel on the trade with the Philippines ; and in faét there
is only nominally one trading veflel, the galleon itfelf, of
about twelve hundred tuns; but another attends her com-
monly as a fort of convoy, which generally carries fuch
a quantity of goods as pretty much difables her from per-
forming that office. The galleon has often above a
thoufand people on board, either interefted in the cargo,
or merely paffengers ; and there is no trade in which fo
large profits are made; the captain of the veffel, the pi-
lots, their mates, and even the common failors, making
in one voyage, what in their feveral ranks may be con-
fidered as eafy fortunes. It is faid by the writer of lord
Anfon’s voyage, that the jefuits have the profits of this
thip te fupport their miflions; and if fo their gains muft
-be extremely great, and muft add much to the confe-
-quence of a fociety which has as great a reputation for its
riches as its wifdom.

"This commerce to fo vaft a value, though carried on
dire&tly between the king of Spain’s own dominions, en-
riches them in proportion but very little; the far greater
part of every thing that comes from the Phlhppmes, be-
ing the produce, or the fabric of other countries; the
Spaniards add none of the artificial value of labour to any
thmg The Chinefe are largely interefted in this cargo,
and 1t is to them they are indebted for the manufatturing
fuch of their plate, as is wrought into any better fafhion
than rude ingots, or inelegant coins. When this fair 1s
over, the town is comparatively deferted ; however it re-
mains for the whole year the moft confiderable port in
Mexico, for the trade with Peru and Chili, which is not
very great. * The Eaft-India goods brought here are car-
ried on mules to Mexico, from whence what exceeds their
own comumption is fent by land carriage to La Vera
Cruz, to pafs over to Terra Firma, to the Iflands, and
fome even to Old Spain, though in no great quantity.

From the port of La Vera Cruz it is that the great
wealih of Mexico is poured out upon all the old world

and
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and it is from this port alone, that they receive the num-
berlefs luxuries and receflaries that the old world yiclds
them in return. To this port the annual fleet from Ca-
diz, called the flnta, arrives about the latter end of No-
vember, after a paflage of nine weeks. This fleet, which
fails only from Cadiz, confifts of about three men of war
as a convoy, and fourteen or fifteen large merchant thips,
from four hundred to one thoufand tuns burthen. They
are loaded almoft with every fort of goods which Europe
produces for export; all forts of woollens, linens, filks,
velvets, laces, glafs, paper, cutlery, all forts of wrought
iron, watches, clocks, quickiilver, horfe furniture, fhoes,
ftockings, books, pictures, military ftores, wines and
fruits, (o that all the trading parts of Europe are highly in-
terefted in the cargo of this fleet.  Spain itfelf fends out
little more than the wine and fruit. This, with the
freight and commiilions to the merchant, and the duty to
the king, is almoft all the advantage which that kingdom
derives from her commerce with the Indies. Ttis ftri&il
prohibited to Joad any commcdities on board this fleet
without entering the goods, the value, and the owner’s
pame, in the India-houfe at Seville; and when they re-
turn, they muft bring a certificate trom the proper offi-
cer there, that the goods were duly landed, and in the
proper port. They are not permitted to break bulk upon
any account until they arrive at La Vera Cruz, nor.are
they fuffered to take in any other than Spanifh paffengers,
nor them without a licence firft obtained at the India
houfe.

Jealoufy is the glaring charalter of the court of Spain,
in whatever regards their American empire ; and they ot-
ten facrifice their profperity to an exceflive regard to the
fecurity of their pofleflions. 'They attend in this trade
principally to two objeéls; the exduﬁon of all ftrangers
from any fhare in it, and the keeping up the market for
fuch goods as they fend ; and they think both thefe ends
beft anfwered by fending out only one annual fleet, and
that from one only port in Spain, and to one port only in
Mexico. Thefe views, which would be impolitic in any
power in Furope befides, are judicious enough in Spain ;
becaufe the goods they fend belonging maftly to firangers,

X3 and
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and the profits upon the fale in the Indies being the only
thing that really accrues to themfelves, it is certainly right
to confult primarily how they fhall get the greateft returns
upon the {malleft quantity of goods: It would be quite.
otherwife, if all, or moft of what they fend abroad, were
their own produce or manufature. They are undoubted-
ly right too in keeping the trade very carelully to them-
felves, though perhaps the means taken to attain this end,
will ot be thought fo rational. By fuffering all the (rade
to be carried on only between two ports, they difcourage
in the old world all their towns from that emulation,
which would not only enable them to traffic in foreign
commodities, but in time to fet up fabrics of their own ;
whereas now, with regard to the expurt of their commodi-
ties, they ftand upon the level of ftrangers; they canpot car-
ry their produce diretly to the beft market; and 1t is very
certain,. that even trifliing difcouragements operate very
powerfully where the commercial fpirit is weak, and the
trade in its infancy. Again; in the new world, this con-
finement of the trade encourages interlopers, and an illi-
cit commerce, too gainful for any regulation te prevent,
and which may afford fuch bribes as will difarm the moft
vigid juftice, and lull the moft attentive vigilance. So that
in reality it may greatly be doubted, whether the precau-
tions, fo fyftematically purfued, and improved from time to
time with fo much care and forefight, are at bottom of
moft advantage or prejudice to that pation. It was probably
forne confideration ot this kind, that firft gave rife to the
cultom of regitter fhips: it was found that this confined
commerce fupplied its extenfive objet very imperfeélly 5
and that thofe who were at watch to pour in counter-
band goods, would take advantage of this want of a regu-
lar fupply from Spain. . When therefore a company of
merchants of Cadiz or Seville, judge that goods muit be
wanting at any certain port in the Wetl-Indies, the courfe
is, to petition the council of the Indies for licence to
fend a thip of three hundred tuns, or under, to that port.
They pay for this licence forty or fifty thoufand dollars,
befides prefents to the officers, in proportion to the con-
nivance neceflary to their defign; for though the- licence
fups to threg hundred tuns at the utmoft, the veffel ft-

ted
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ted out is feldom really lefs than fix hundred. This fhip
and cargo is regitered at the pretended burthen. It is
Tecnired too that a certificate be brought from the king’s
officer at the port 10 which the regifter fhip is bound,
that the does not exceed the fize at which fhe is regifter-
ed; all this patles of courfe; thefe are what they call
regifter fhips, and by thefe the trade oi Spanith America
has been carried on principally for fome years paft, fome
think as muoch to the prejudice of their trade, as contra-
ry to all therr tormer maxms in carrying it on.  But to
‘Teturn to the flota.

When all the goods are landed, and difpofed of at La
Vera Cruz, the fleet takes in the plate, precious ftones,
cochineal, itodigo, cacao, tobacco, fugar, and hides,
which are their returns for Old Spain. Sometimes in May,
but more trequently in Auguft, they are ready to depart.
From 1.a Vera Cruz they fail to the Havanna in the ifle
oi Cuba, which is the, place of rendezvous where tf\ey
meet the galieons: another fleet which carries on all the
trade of Terra Firma by Carthagena, and of Peru by
Panama and Porto-belio, in the tame manner that the
flota ferves for that ot New Spain. When they arrive
at this port, and joun the galleons and the regifter fhips
that colleét at the fame port from all quarters, fome of
the cleaneit and beft failing of their veflcls are difpatched
to Spain, with advice ot the Lontenis of thefe feveral fleets,
-as well as with treafure and goods of their own, that tie
court may judge what indulio or duty is preper to be lad
on them, and what convoy is neceflary for their fafety.
Thefe. flects generally make fome {iay zt the Havanna,
before all the thips that compole them are collected and
ready to fail.  As foon as this happens they quit the Ha-
vanna, and beat through the guiph of Florida, and paffing
between the Bahama ilands, they hold their courte to the
North-Eaft, until they come to the height of St. Aaguflin,
and then fteer away to Old Spain. When the flota has lert
La Vera Cruz, it has no longer the appearance of a place
of confequence; it is a town ina very unhealthy fitua-
tion, inhabited fcarcely by any but Indians, Meztezes,
or negroes. All the merchanis of any conicquence re-
fide at fome ditance, at 1 place called Los Apgelos. This
town may contain ahout thice thouland inhabitanis,

X 4 7 Th



428 ACCOUNT orf THE

The feet which is called the galleons, confifts of about
eight men of war, of about fifty guns each, defigned
principally to fupply Peru with military ftores; but in
reality, laden not only with thefe, but with every other
kind of merchandize on a private account; fo as to be in
bad conditien for defending themfelves, or protedting
others. Under the convoy ef thefe fail about twelve mer-
chant fhips, not inferior in burden. This fleet of the
galleons is regulated in much the fame manner with the
flotas, and it is deftined for the exclufive commerce of
Terra Firma and the South-Sea, as the flota is for that
of Mexico.

No fooner is this fleet arrived in thé haven of Cartha-
gena, than exprefles are immediately difpatched to Porto-
bello, and to all the adjacent towns, but principally toPa-
‘namaj that they may get ready all the treafure which is de-
pofited there, to mect the galleons at Porto-bello; in which
town, (remarkable for the goodnefs of its harbour, which
brings fuch 2 furprifing concourfe here at the time of
the fair, and the unwholformenefs of the air, which makes
it a defart at all other times) all the perfons concerned in
the vartou’s hranches of this extenfive traffic aflemble ; and
there 1s certainly no part of the world where bufinefs of
fuch great importance is negociated in fo fhort a time,
For in about-a foritnight the fair is'over; during which the
difplay of the gold, filver, and precious ftones, on the oné
hdnd, and of all the curiofity and variety of the ingeni-
ous fabrics of Furope on the other, is attanithing. Heaps
of wedges und ngots of filver are tumbled about on
the wharfs like common things. At this time an hun-=
dred crowns are given for a poor lodging, a thoufand
for a thop, and provifion of every kind is proportionably
‘dear ; which may help us to fome idea of the profits made
in thistrade.  The treafure is brought hither from Pana-
ma, by a very dangerous road, upon mules. The other
‘goods, fugar, tobacco, and diugs, are tranfported op the
river Chagre. '

When the galledns have taken in thieir returns, they
fieer togetlier to the Havanna, which is the place of ren-
‘dezops of all the fhips concerped in the Spanith Ameri-
can trade,

S§ECT.
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SECT. XL

Of the nature of Sugar, and the manner of manufalfuring
it ; Planters in the WEsT-INDIES 5 their way of life
and management of their Affairs. The Negroes.

THE grand {taple commodity of the Weft-Indies is fu-
gar ; this commodity was not at all known to the
Greeks and Romans, though it was made in China in very
early times, from whence we had the firft knowledge of
it; but the Portuguefe were the firft who cultivated it in
America, and brought it into requeft as one of the mate-
rials of a very univerfal luxury in Europe. It is not fet-
tled whether the cane, from which this fubftance is ex-
tralted, be a native of America or brought thither by the
Portuguefe from India, and the coaft of Africa; but how-
ever the matter may be in the beginning, they made the
moft as they flill do the beft fugars, which come to mar-
ket in this part of the world. The fugar cane grows ta
the height of between fix and eight feet, full of joints,
about four or five inches afunder; the colour of the body
of the cane is yellowifh, and the top, where it fhoots in-
to leaves, of a vivid green ; the coat is pretty hard, and
within contains a fpungy fubftance full of a juice, the
moft lively, elegant, and leaft cloying fweet in nature ;
and which fucked raw, has proved extremely nutritive
and wholefome.

They are cultivated in this manner. In the month of
Auguft, that is in the rainy part of the year, after the
ground is cleared and well hoed, they lay a piece of fix
or feven joints of the cane, flat in a channel made for it,
above half a foot deep; this they cover with the earth,
and fo plant the whole field in lines regularly difpofed and
at proper diftances. In a fhort time a young cane fhoots
out from every joint of the ftock which was interred;
and grows in twelve days to be a pretty tall and vigorous

lant; but it is not untill after fixteen months, or there-
abouts, that the canes are fit to anfwer the purpofes of
the planter, though they may remain a.few months after
without any confiderable prejudice to him. The Ion}g];er
’ they
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they remain in the gronnd after they are come to matu-
rity, the lefs juice they affords but this is fomewhat com-
penfated by the fuperior richnefs of the juice. 'That no
time may be loft, they generally divide their cane grounds
imto three parts. One is of ftanding canes, ard to be
cut that feafon; the fecond is of new planted canes; and
the third is fallow, readv to receive a frefh fupply. In
forae places they make fecond and third cuitings from the
fameroot.  The tops of the canes, and the lcaves which
grow upon the joints, make very good provender tor
their catele, and the relufe of the cane after grinding,
ferves tor fire ; fo that no part ef this excellent plant s
without its ufe.

"The canes are cut with a billet, and carried in bundles
to the mill, which is now generally a windmill 5 it turns
three great cylinders or rollers plaited with iron fet per-
pendicularly and cogged fo as to be all moved by the mid-
dle roller. Between thefe the canes are bruifed to pieces,
and the juice runs through an hole into a vat which is plac-
ed under the rollers to receive ity from hence it s carri-
ed through a pipe into a great 1elervoir, in which how-
ever, for fear of turning four, it is not fuffered to reft
long ; butis conveyed out of that by other pipes into the
boiling-houfe, where it 15 received by a large cauldron ;
heré 1t remains, until the {cum which conftantly arifes
during the boiling, is all taken off ; from this it is patled
fucceifively into five or fix more boilers, gradually, dimi-
nithing in their fize, and treated in the fame manner. 1n
the lait of thefle it becomes of a very thick clammy con-
filtence 5 but mere boiling 1s incapable of ¢orrying it far-
ther: to advance the operation, they pour in a fmall
qoantity of hme-w-ter ;. the immediate effect of this alien
mixture, is to raife up the hguor in a very vehement fer-
mentation ; but to prevent it trom running over, a bit of
butter no larger than a nut is thrown in, upon which the
fury of the fermentation immediately fubfides; a veflcl of
two or three hundred gallons requires no greater force to
guet it It is now taken out and placed in a covler,
where 1t dries, granulates, and vecomnes fit to be put into
pots, which is the laft part of the operation,

The
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The pots are conical, or of a fugar-loaf fathion; open
at the point, which muft be confidered as their bottom ;
here a {traineris put a-crofs. In thefe pots the fugar pur-
ges itfelf of its remaining impurity 3 the mclaffes or trea-
cly part difentangles itfelt from the reft; precipitates and
runs out of the aperture at the bottom ; 1t is now in the
eondition called mufcavado fugar, of a yellowith brown
colour, and thus is generally put into the hogfhead and

fhipped off.

But when they have a mind to refine it yet further, and
leave no remains at all of the molalles, they cover the pots,
I have juft mentioned, with a fort of white clay, like that
ufed for tobacco pipes, diluted with water; this penetrates
the fugar, unites with the molaffes, and with them runs
cff, leaving the fugar of a whitifh colour, but whiteft at
top. This is called clayed fugar; the operation is fome-
times fepeated once or twice more, and the fugar every
time diminifhing in quantity gains confiderably in value;
but ftill is called clayed fugar.  Further than this they do
not go in the plantations, becaufe an heavy duty of fix-
teen fhillings per hundred weight is laid upon all fugars re-
fined there; it is therefore not to my purpofe to carry the
account any further.

Of the molafles rum is made, in 2 manner that needs
no defcription, fince it differs in nothing from the manaer
of diftilling any other fpirit. From the fcummings of the
fugar, a meaner fpirit is procured. Rum finds 1ts mar-
ket in North America, (where it is confumed by the Eng-
lith inhabitants, or employed in the Indian trade, or dif-
tributed from thence to the fithery of Newfoundland, and
the African commerce ;) befides what comes to England
and Ireland, However, a very great quantity of molaf-
fes is taken off raw and carried to New England to be dil-
tilled there.

'They compute that when things are well managed, the
rum and molafles pay the charges of the plantation, and
that the fugars are clear gain. However, by the parti-
tutars we have feen, and by others which we may eafily
imagine, the expences of a plantation in the Weit-Indies

are
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sre very great, and the profits at the firft view precarious
tor the chargeable articles of the windmill, the boiling,
cooling and diftilling houfes, and the buying and fubfift-
mg a fuitable number of flaves and cattle, will not fuffer
any man to begin a fugar plantation of any confequence,
not to mention the purchafe of the land, which is very
kigh, under a capital of at leaft five thoufand pounds.
Neither is the life of a planter, alife of idlenefs and luxu-
ry; at all times he muft keep a watchful eye upon his
overfeers, and even overfee himfelf occafionally. But at
the boiling feafon, if he is properly attentive to his affairs,
no way of life can be more laborious, and more danger-
ous to health ; from a conftant attendance day and night
i the extreme united heats of the climate and fo many
Sierce furnaces; add to this the loffes by hurricanes, earth-
guakes, and bad feafons ; and then confider, when tle
fugars arc in the cafk, that he quits the hazard of a plan-
ter, to engage in the hazards of a merchant, arid thips
his produce at his own rifk. The fum of all might make
one believe, that it could never anfwer to engage in this
bufinefs ; but notwithftanding all this, there are no parts
of the world, in which great eftates are made in fo fhort
a2 time 2s in the Weft Indies. 'The produce of a few good
feafons will provide againft the 1ll effetts of the worft; as
the planter 1s fure of a fpeedy and profitable market for
bis produce, which has a readier fale than perhaps any
other commeodity in the world,

Isarge plantations are generally under the care of a ma-
mager or chief overfeer, who has commonly a falary of a
hundred and fifty pounds a year, with overfeers under
him in proportion to the greatnefs of the plantation, one
to about thirty negroes, and at the rate of about forty
pounds. Such plantations too have a furgeon at a fixed
falary, employed to take care of the negroes which belong
to it. But the courfe, which is the leaft troublefome to
the owner of the eflate, is to let the land with all the
works, and the ftock of cattle and flaves to a tenant, who
gives fecurity for the payment of the rent, and the keep-
Ing up repairs, and the ftock. The eftate is generally ef-
umated to fuch a tenant at half the neat produce of the

bett
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beft years. Such tenants, if induftrious and frugal men,
foon make good eftates for themfelves.

The negroes in the plantations are fubfifted at a very
ealy rate. This is generally by allotting to each tamily
of them a {mall portion of land, and allowing them two.
days in the week, Saturday and Sunday, to cultivate it;
fome are {ubfifted in this manner, but others find their
negroes themfelves with a certain portion of Guinea or
Indian corn, and to fome a falt herring, or a fmall quan-
tity of bacon or falt pork a day. All the reft of the charge
confifts in a cap, a fhirt, a pair of breeches, ftockings and
thoes ; tae whole not exceeding forty fhillings a year.

SECT. XIL

Obfervations on the fettlement of the WesT-INpigs.
Advantages there for tempers prejudicial at bome. Bad
tempers not always noxious in every fenfe.

HE difpofition to induftry has a variety of charac-

ters, and is by no means conftantly of the fame co-

lour. Some acquiefce in a moderate labour through the
whole of their I'gy s, attended with no rifk either to their
perfons or their gains; fuch flort of people, who form the
beft citizens in general, are fit to ftay at home. Others
full as remote from an indolent difpofition, are of quite a
different charafter. Thefe are fiery, reftlels tempers,
willing to undertake the fevereft labour, provided it pro-
mifes but a fhort continuance, who love ritk and hazard,
whofe fchemes are always vaft, and who put no medium
between being great and being undone. Charalters of
this fort, efpectally when they happen in low and md-
dling life, are often dangerous members in a regular and
fettled community. But the Weft-Indics open a fair
and ample field to encourage perfons of fuch adifpofition ;
and it may be reckoned one very great benefit of our potf-
feffions in that part of the world, that befides the vaft
quantities of our fabrics which they confume, our feamen
that they employ, and our revenues that they {upporty,
that they are a vent to carry off {uch fpirits, whom they
keep occupied greatly to the public benefit. Our domi-
wions
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nions are fo circumftanced, and afford fuch a variety, that
all difpofitions to bufinefs, of what kind foever, may have
exercife without prefling upon one another. It is befides
a great happinels, that unfortanate men, whom unavoida-
ble accidents, the frowns of the world, or the cruelty of
creditors, would have rendered milerable to themfelves,
and ufelefs to the public, may find a fort of afylum, where
at laft they often fucceed fo well, as to have reafon to
blefs thofe accidents, which drove them from their coun-
try poor, deferted and defpifed, to return them to it in
opulence and credit. Of fuch a change every one can
produce many inftances of his own knowledge; as who-
ever looks about him cannot fail to fee a great number of
perfons, who having taken wrong fteps in the beginning
of their lives, have eftablifhed fuch a charafter of weak-
nefs and imprudence, as prevents them ever after from
being trufted or employed, wherever they are at all known,
although their charaéters fhould be altogether changed
and the paflions guite fublided which gave occafion to
their errors.  Such perfons Become, firft, indigent, then
defperate, and at laft, abandoned; but when they have
an opportunity of going where this prejudice does not ope-
rate againft them, they fct up as new men. With the
advantage of an experience aczquired by their miftakes,
they are free from the ill reputation wlich attended them;
and they prove of vaft fervice to therr country, to which
they could be of no advantage whilft they remained in it.
‘There are perfons too, far more blameable than either of
the former forts, who having erred without proper caution
in points of morality, are defervedly regarded with diftruft
and abhorrence, though they may be at bottom far from
being utterly abandoned; and are ftill, excepting their
charaéter, the ftuff proper for making very good men of
the world.

Thefe are the feveral forts of people, who, with very
few exceptions, have fettled the Weft-Indies, and North-
Americain a good meafure. And thus have we drawn
from the rafhnefs of hot and vifionary men ; the impru-
dence of youth; the corruption of bad morals; and even
from the wretchednefs and mifery of perfons deftitute and
undone, the great fource of our wealth, our firength and

our
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our power. And though this was neither the effe@t of
cur wifdom, ror the confequence of our forefight; yet
having happened, it may tend to give us more wif-
dom and a better forefight; for it will undoubtedly
be a ftanding monitor to us, how much we ought to
cherith the colonies we have already eftablifhed, by
every encouragement in our power, and by every rea-
fonable indulgence; and it will be an additional {pur
to make us active in the acquifition of new ones. Since
experience has taught us, that as there is no foil or chimate
which will not fhew itfelf grateful to culture, fo there is
no difpofition, no charaéter in mankind, which may not
be turned with dexterous management to the public ad-
vantage. ‘Thofe rulers, who make complaints ot the tem~
per of their people in almoft any refpeét, ought rather
to lament their own want of genius, which blinds them
to the ufe of an inftrument purpofely put into their hands
by providence, for effeting perhaps the greateft things.
There are humours in the body, which, contained, may
be noxious to it, yet which fent abroad are the proper
materials for generating new bodies. Providence, and a
great minifter, who fhould imitate Providence, often gain
their ends by means that feem moft contrary to them;
for earthquakes, and hurricanes, and floods, are as necef-
fary to the well being of things, as calm and fun-thine
life and beauty aredrawn from death and corruption ; und
the moft efficacious medicines are often found united with
the moft deadly poifons. Thisasit is well known, is the
order of nature, and perhaps it might not unifely be con-
fidered, as an example for governmengt.

FINTIS
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