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A 

GENERAL HISTORY 

OF TIlE 

FUR TRADE 

• FROM 

CANADA TO THE NORTH .. WEST. 

> THE fur trade, from the earliefl: fettlement of Canada, was confidered 

of the fira importance to that colony. The country was then fo 

populous, that, in the vicinity of the efiablifhments, the animals 

whofe {kins were precious, in a commercial view, foon became very 

[carce, if not altogether extinCt. They were, it is true, hunted at 

former periods, but merely for food and clothing. The Indians, there

fore, to procure the neceffary fl!pply, were encouraged to penetrate into 

the couI}try, and were generally accompanied by fome of the Cana

dians, who found means to induce the remotea tribes of natives to 

bring the !kins which were moR in demand, to their fettlements, in the 

way of trade. 

It is not neceffary for me to examine the caufe, but experience proves 

that it requIres much lefs time for a civilized people to deviate into 

a the 
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the manners and cufiol11s of favage life, than for favages to rife into 

a flate of civilization. Such was the event with thofe who thus accom

panied the natives on their hunting and trading excurfions; for they 

became fo attached to the Indian mode of life, thut they Ion all relifh 

for their former habits and native homes. lIenee they derived the title 

of Cow"eWAS des Bois, became a kind of pedlars, and \i'ere extremely 

ufeful to the merchants engaged in the fur trade; who gave them 

the neceffary credit to proceed on their commetcial undertakings. 

Three or four of there people would join their flock, put their pro

perty into a birch-bark canoe, which they worked themfelves, and 

either accompanied the nati\'es in their excurfions, Of went at once to 

the country where they knew they were to hunt. At length, thefe 

voyages extended to twelve or fifteen months, when they returned with 

rich cargoes of furs, and followed by great numbers of the natives .. 

During the 010rt time requifite to fettle their accounts with the mer

chants, and procure frefh credit, they generally contrived to fquander 

away all their gains, when they returned to renew their favourite mode 

oflife: their views being anfwered, alllllheir laGour fuHiciently rewarded, 

by indu1ging themrelves in extravagance and difIipation during the {bort 

r pace of one month in tweI ve or fifteen. 

This indifference about amaffing property, and the pleafure of living 

free from all refiraint, foon brought on a licentiournefs of manners which 

could not long efcape the vigilant obfervation of the mifIionaries, who 

had much reafon to complain of their being a difgrace to the Chrif

tian religion; by not only fwerving. from its duties themfelves, but by 

thus 
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thus bringing it into difrepute with thofe of the natives who had become 

converts to it; and, confequently, obflruEling the great objeC1 to which 

thofe pious men had devoted their lives. They, therefor,,-\ exerted their 

influence to procure the fuppreffion of there people, and accordingly, no 

one was allowed to go up the country to traffic with the Indians, without 

a licence from the government. 

At fira thefe permiffions were, of courfe, granted only to thofe whole 

charaEler was fnch as could give no alarm to the zeal of the miffionaries ; 

but they were afterwards bellowed as rewards for fervices, on officers, and 

their widows; and they, ,yho were not willing or able to make ufe of them, 

(which may be fuppofed to be always the cafe with thofe of the latter 

defcription) were allowed to fell them to the merchants, who neceffarily 

employed the Coureurs des bois, in quality of their. agents; and thefe 

people, as may be imagined, gave fufficient caufe for the renewal of 

former complaints; fo that the renledy proved~ in faEl:, worfe than the 

difeafe. 

At length, military pofts were eflablifhed at the confluence of the dif

ferent large lakes of Canada, which, in a great meafure, checked the 

evil confequences that followed from the improper conduCt of thefe 

foreflers, and, at the fame time, proteCted the trade. Befldes, a number 

of able and refpeEl:able men retired fi·om the army, proflcuted the trade 

in perfon, under their refpeElive licences, with great order and regu

larity, and extended it to fuch a diftance, as, in thore days, was confl

dered to be an aftonifhing effort of commercial enterprize. 'fhefe per

Cons and the miffionaries having combined their views at the fame 

a2 tune, 
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time, fecured the refpeB: of the natives, and· the obedis'nce of the people 

necdfarily employed in the laborious parts of this undertaking. Thef~ 
gentlemen denominated themfel yes commanders, and not' traders, though 

they were intitled to both thofe charaBers: and, as for the millionaries, 

if fufferings and hardlliips in the profecution of the great work which 

they ·had undertaken, deferved applaufe and admiration, they had an 

undoubted claim to be admired and applauded: they {pared no labour 

and avoided no danger in the execution of their important office; and 

it is to be feriouOy lamented, that their pious endeavours did not meet 

with the [uccefs which they defe'rved: for there is hardly a trace to be 

found beyond the cultivated parts, of their nleritorious funBions. 

The caufe ,of this failure mufi be attributed to a want of due conG-. 

deration in the mode employed by the 'miffionaries to propagate the. 

religion of which they were the zealous mininers. They habituated 

themfelves to the ravage life, and naturalifed themfe1ves to the favage 

manners, and, by thus becoming dependant, as it were, on the natives, they 

acquired their contempt rather than their veneration. If they had been 

as well acquainted with human nature, as t.hey were wit.h the articles of 

their faith, they \\Tould have known, that the unculti\'ated mind of an 

Indian mufi be difpored by much preparatory method and infiruElion to 

receive the revealed truths of ChriHianity, to au under its fanRions, and 

be impelled to good by the hope of its reward, or turned from evil by 

the fear of its punifhments. They fhould have began their work by 

teaching fome of thore ufelul arts which are the inlets of knowledge, and 

lead the mind by degrees to objeBs of higher comprehenfion. Agricul

ture [0 formed to fix and combine faciety, and fa preparatory to 

o bJe Cls 
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objeRs of fuperior confideration, fhould have been the fira thing intro

duced among a favage people: it attaches the wandering tribe to that 

fpot where it adds fo much to their comforts; while it gives thenl a fenfe 

of property, and of lafling poffeffion, inflead of the uncertain hopes 

of the chafe, and the fugitive produce of uncultivated wilds. Such 

were the means by which the foreGs of Paraguay were converted into a 

fcene of abundant cultivation, and its Iavage inhabitants introduced to 

all the advantages of a civilized life. 

The Canadian miffionaries {hould have been contented to improve the 

morals of their oWn countrymen, fa that by meliorating their charaEter 

and condua, they would have gi "en a {hiking example of the effeEt of 

religion in promoting the comforts of lire to the furrounding ravages; 
- . 

and might by degrees have extended its benign influence to the remotefl 

regions of that country, which was the objeEt, and intended to be the 

fcene, of their evangelic labours. But by bearing the light of the 

Cofpel at once to the difiance of two thoufand five hundred miles from 

the ci\·ilized P" rt of the colonies, it was foon obkured by the cloud of 

ignorance that darkened the human mind in thole ddtant regions. 

The whole of their long route I have often tra veIled, and the recol

leEtion of fuch a people as the miffionaries having been there, was con

fined to a few fuperannuated Canadians, who had not left tl~J[ country 

fince the ceilion to the Engliill, in 1763, and who particularly mcnLiOJ.wd 

the de~th of {orne, and the diflreHing fituation of them all. But if there 

religious men did not attain the objeas of their perfevering piety, they 

were, during their million, of great fervice to the commanders who 

engaged 
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engaged in thofe difiant expeditions, and fpread the fur trade as far 

\VeH: as the banks of the Safkatchiwine river, in 53. North latitude, and 

longitude 102 \Veil. 

I 

At an early period of their intercourfe with the ravages, a cunoID was 

introduced of a very excellent tendency, but is now unfortunately dif

continued, of not felling any fpirituous liquor to the natives. This 

admirable regulation was for fome time obferved, with all the refpeEl: 

due to the religion by which it was fantlioT1\ :1, and whofe feverefi cen

fures followed the violation of it. A painful penance could alone reaore 

the offender to the fufpended rites of the facrament. The cafuiHry of 

trade, however, difcovered a way to gratify the Indians ~sith their favour

ite cordia], without incurring the ecclcfiailicaI penalties, by glvmg, 

inflead of felling it to them. 

But notwithflanding all the reflriElions with which commerce was 

oppreffed under the French government, the fur trade was extended to 

the immenfe diflance which has been already flated; and furmounted 

many mon: difcouraging difficulties, which will be hereafter noticed; 

while, at the fame time, no exertions \vere made from Rudfon's Bay to 

obtain even a !hare of the trade of a country which, according to the 

charter of that company, belonged to it, and, from its proximity, is fo 

much more accefIible to the mercantile adventurer. 

Of thefe trading commanders, I underfiood, that two attempted to 

penetrate to the Pacific Ocean, but the utmofl extent of their journey I 

could never learn; which may be attributed, indeed, to a failure of the 

undertaking. 

For 
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For [orne time after the conquefl of Canada, this trade was fufpended, 

which mull have been very advantageous to the Hudfon's Bay Com

pany, as all the inhabitants to the \VeHward of Lake Superior, were 

obliged to go to them for fuch articles as their habitual ufe had rendered 

neceffary. Some of the Can~ldians who had lived long with them, and 

were become attached to a favage life, accompanied them thither annually, 

till mercantile adventurers again appeared from their own country, after 

an interval of feveral years, owing, as I fuppofe, to an ignorance of the 

country in the conquerors, and their want of commercial confidence in 

the conquered. There ,vere, indeed, other difcouragements, fuch as 

the immenfe length of the journey neceffary to reach the limits beyond 

which this commerce muH begin; the rilk of property; the ex pences 

attending fuch a long tranfport; and an ignorance of the language of 

thole who, from their experience, muH be neceffarily employed as tl:e 

intermediate agents between them and the natives. But, notwithfiand. 

ing thefe difficulties, the trade, by degrees, began to fpread over the dif

ferent parts to which it had been carried by the French, though at a 

great rifk of the lives, as well as the property, of their new po ffeffors, 

for the natives had been taught by their fonner allies to entertain hoHile 

difpofitions towards the Englifh, from their having been in alliance with 

their natural enemies the Iroquoi.;; and there were not wanting a fufficient 

number of difcontented, difappointed people to keep alive fuch a notion; 

fo that for a long time they were confidered and treated as objcCls of 

hofiility. To prove this difpofltion of the Indian~, we have only to 

refer to the conduct of Pontiac, at Detroit, and the furprife and taking 

of Michililnakinac, about this period. 

Hence 
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Hence it arore, that it was fo late as the year 1766, before which, the 

trade I mean to confider, commenced from Michilimakinac. The firO: 

who attempted itwerefatisfied to go the length of the River Cameni£liquia, 

about thirty miles to the Ea£lward of the Grande Portage, where the 

French had a principal ellablifhment, and was the line of their communi· 

<:ation with the interior country. It was once dellroyed by fire. Here 

they went and returned fuccefsful in the following fpring to Michilima-

. kinac. Their fuccefs induced them to renew their journey, and incited 

others to follow their exam pIe. Some of them remained at Cameni£li. 

quia, while others proceeded to and beyond the Grande Portage, which, 

fince that time has become the principal entrepot of that trade, and is 

fituated in a bay, in latitude 48. I\orth, and longitude go. 'Ve£l. After 

paffing the ufual feafon there, they went back to Michilimakinac as 

before, and encouraged by the trade, returned in increafed numbers. One 

of thefe, Thomas Curry, with a fpirit of enterprize fuperior to that of 

his contemporaries, determined to penetrate to the furthell limits of the 

French difcoveries in that country; or at leaH till the frofl fhould £lop 

him. For this purpofe he procured guides and interpreters, who were 

acquainted with the country, and with four canoes arrived at Fort 

Bourbon, which was one of their pons, at the Wefl end of the Cedar 

Lake, on the waters of the Salkatchiwine. His rifk and toil were well re

compenfed, for he came back the following fpring with his canoes filled 

with fine furs, with which he proceeded to Canada, and was fatisfied never 

again to return to the Indian country. 

From this period pe0ple began to Ipread over every part of the coun

try, particularly where the French had efiablifued fettlements. 

Mr. James 
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Mr. James Finlay \\las the fidl: who foIlov·:ed 1\1 r. Curry's examp!e, 

and with the fame number of canoes, arrived, in the courre of the nl-xt 

[ealan, at Nipawee, the Jail of the French fettlen!ents on the ba]~k of 

the Safkatchiwine River, in latitude nearly 4,'3+ ~: orth, and longi! uJe 

1°3 Wefl: he found the good fortune, as he followed, in every refpca, 

the example, of his predecefTor. 

As Ina), be fuppofed, there were now people enough ready to replac~ 

them, and the trade was purfued with fuch a\'iJity, and irregularity, that 

in a few years it became the re\'erfe of what it ought to ha\"e been. An 

animated competition prevailed, and the contending parties carried the 

trade beyond the French limits, though with no benefit to thcmfdves or 

neighbours, the IIudfon's-Bay Company; who in the year 177 i, and 

not till then, thought proper to move from home to the Eaii bank of 

Sturgeon Lake,.in latitude 53. 56. North, and longitude 102. 15. \YeLl, 

and became more jealous of their fellow fubjeas; and, perhaps, with 

more caufe, than they had been of thofe of France. From this period 

to the prefent time, they have been following the Canadiar~s to their 

different efiablifhments, while, on the contrary, there is not a folitary 

inflance that the Canadians have followed them; and there are ma,-,y 

trading poils which they have not yet attained. This, however, will no 

longer be a myHery when the nature and policy of the H udfon's-Bay 

Company is compared with that which ha5 been purfued by their rivals 

in this trade.-But to return to my fubjet1. 

This competition, which has been already mentioned,_ ga\'e a fatal 

blow to the trade from Canada, and, with other incidental cau[es~ in my 

b 
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opl111On, contributed to its ruin. This trade was carried on In a very 

diflant country, out of the reach of legal reflraint, and where there was a 

free fcope given to any ·ways or means in atta.ining advantage. The 

confequence \\'~" not only the 10[s of commercial benefit to the perfons 

enera0Td in it but of the tTeod ol)inion of the natives, and the rerpeR of 
00' 0 

their men, who were inclined to follow their example; fo that with drink-

iner caroufln rr and Gtuarrel:inO' \\"ith the Indians alonbCJ' their route, and 
0' 'b' I:) 

:1tl10ng themfc!\'es, they feldom reached their winter quarters; and if they 

did, it was generally by dragging their property upon fledges, as the 

nayigation WJ.Ii clored up by the fron. vVhen at length they were 

arrived, the object of each was to injure his rival traders in the opinion 

of the nati~;cs as much as was in their power, by mifreprefentation and 

prefcnts, for which the agents employed were peculiarly calculated. 

They confidered the command of their employer as binding on them, 

and bowever wrong or irregular the tranfaaion, the refponfibility refled 

,v-ith the principal v;ho direCted them. This is Indi3n law. Thus did 

they wafle their credit and their property with the natives, till the fira 

was pail redemption, and the Iafl: was nearly exhaufied; fo that towards 

the fpring in each year, the ri'l'al parties found it abfolutely neceffary 

to join, and make o~e common Hock of what remained, for the pur

pore of trading with the natives, who could entertain no refpect for 

perfons who had conduEled themfelves with 10 much irregularity and 

deceit. The winter, therefore was one continued fcene of difagreements 

and quarrels. If anyone had the precaution or good fenfe to keep clear 

of thefe proceedings, he derived a proportionable advantage from his 

good conciua, and frequently proved a peace-maker between the parties. 

To fuch an height had they carried this licentious conduct, that they 

were 
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,\Tere in a continual Hate of alarm, and were even frequently flopped to 

pay tribute on their route into the country; though they had adopted 

the plan of travelling together in parties of thirty or forty canoes, and 

keeping their men armed; which fometimes, indeed, proved nece{fary 

for their defence. 

Thus was the trade carried on for [evefal years, and confequently be

coming worfe and worfe, [0 that the partners, who met them at the 

Grande Portage, naturally complained of their ill fuccefs. But fpecious 

reafons were always ready to prove that it arofe from circurnHances 

which they could not at that tinle control; and encouragements \\"ere 

held forth to hope that a change would foon take place, which would 

nlake ample amends for paa difappointments. 

It was about this time, that Mr. Jofeph Frobiiller, one of the gentlemen 

engaged in the trade, determined to penetrate into the country yet 

unexplored, to the North and Weflward, and, in the [pring of the ye:lr 

1775, met the Indians from that quarter on their way to Fort Churchill, 

at Portage de Traite, [0 named from that circumfiance on the banks of 

the I\1iffinipi, or Churchill Ri\'ef, latitude 55. 25. North, longitude 103~-· 

Wefi. It \vas, indeed, with fame difficulty that he could induce them 

to trade \\'ith him, but he at length procured as many furs as his 

canoes could carry. In this perilous expedition he [ufiained eVtTY 

kind of hardlliip incident to a journey through a wild and I~LVage 

country, where his fubfifience depended on what the woods and the 

waters produced. Thefe difficulties, ncyc:rthele[s, d~d not difcouragc 

him from returning in the following year, when he was (,fIndl" fucccf\ful. 

1.1 ~ - f 
l.l.C 
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He then fent hi') brother to explore the country {liH further '''Tefl, who 

penetrated as far ns the lake of HIe a la Croix, in latitude 55· 26. North, 

and longitude 108 Well:. 

He, however, never after wintered among the Indians, though he 

retained a large interefl in the trade, and a principal {hare in the direc

tion of it till the year 1798, when he retired to enjoy the fruits of his 

labours; and, by his hofpitality, became l~nown to every refpeaable 

{hanger who vifited Canada. 

The fuccefs of this gentleman induced others to follow his example, 

and in the fpring of the year 1778, fame of the traders on the Safkat· 

chiwloe River, finding they had a quantity of goods to fpare, agreed to 

put them into a joint fiock, and gave the charge and management of 

them to l\1r. Peter Pond, who, in four canoes, was direaed to enter the 

Engliill River, fo called by 1\1r. Frobifher, to follow his track, and proceed 

fEll further; if poQible, to Athabafca, a country hitherto unknown but 

from Indian report. In this enterprife he at length fucceeded, and 

pitched his tent on the banks of the Elk River, by him erroneoufly called 

the Athabafca River, about thirty miles from the Lake of the Hills into 4 . , 

which it empties itfelf. 

Here he paIred the winter of 1778-9; raw a vall concourfe of the 

Krifieneaux and Chepewyan tribes, who ufed to carry their furs annua}.ly 

to Churchill; the latter by the barren grounds, where they fuffered in

numerable hardOlips, and were fometirn.es even fiarved to, death. The 

former followed the courfe of the lakes and rivers, through a country 

that 
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that abounded in animals, and where there was plenty of fiIh: but 

though they did not fuffer from want of food, the intolerable fatigue of 

fuch a journey could not be eafily repaid to an Indian: they were, there

fore, highly grCttified by feeing people come to their country to relieve 

""' them from fuch long, toilIome, and dangerous journies; and were im

mediately reconciled to give an advanced price for the articles neceffary 

to their comfort and convenience. Mr. Pond's reception and fuccefs 

was accordingly beyond his expeClation; and he procured twice as 

many furs as his canoes would carry. They aHo fllpplied him with as 

much provifion as he required during his refidencc among them, and 

fuHicient for his homeward \"oyage. Such of the furs as he could not 

embark, he fecured in one of his winter huts, and tLey wC:'C found the 

following fearon, in the fame fiate in which he left them. 

There, however, were but partial advantages, and could not prevent 

the people of Canada from feeing the improper condua of fome of their 

affociates, which rendered it dangerous to remain any longer among the 

natIvt"s. Moll of them who paffed the winter at the Safkatchiwine, got 

to the Eagle hills, where, in the fpring of the year 17K :', :1 h~\v days ere

vious to their intended departure, a large band of Indians being engaged 

1n drinking about their houres, one of the traders, to eare himfelf of tllf' 

troubleIome importunities of a native, gave him a dore of laudanulll in 

a glars of grog, which dfeEiualJy prevented him from giving further 

trouble to anyone, by fetting him aOeep for ever. This accident ['ro

duced a fray, in which one of the traders, and revcral of the men, \\7Cre 

killed, while the refl had no other means to {a\'e themrelves but by a 

precipitate flight, abandoning a confiderable quantity of goods" and 

near 
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near half the furs which they had colleaed during the winter and the 

fpring. 

About the fame time, two of the efl:ablilliments on the Alliniboin 

river, were attClcked with lefs juflice, when feveral white men! and a 

greater number of Indians were killed. In {hort, it apiJeared, that the 

natives had formed a refolution to extirpate the tradf'rs; and, without 

entering into any further reafonings on tl.e fubjeB:, it appears to be in

controvertible, that the irregularity purfued in carrying on the trade has 

brought it into its prefent forlorn fitu;}tion; and nothing but the greatefl: 

calamity that could have befallen the natives, faved the traders frOln 

deilruRion: this was the fmall pox, which fpread its d,·{lructi\'e and 

defolating power, as the fire confumes the dry grafs of [he field. The 

fatal infeClion fpread around with a baneful rapidity which no flight 

could efcape, and with a fatal effeR that nothing could reiiCt It de

Hroyed with its penilential breath whole families and tribes; and the 

horrid fcene preIented to thofe who had the melancholy and affiiRing 

opportunity of heholding it, a combination of the dead, the dying, and 

fuch as to avoid the horrid fate of their friends around them, pre

pared to dirappoint the plague of its prey, by terminating their own 

exiHence. 

The habits and lives of thefe devoted people, which provided not to

day for the wants of to-morrow, muH ha\'e heightened the pains of fuch 

an affiiaion, by le;.:ving them not only without remedy, but even without 

alleviation. Nought was left them but to fubmit in agony and defpair. 

To 
... 
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To aggravate the piClure, if aggravation were pollible, m~y be added, 

the putrid carcafes which the wol\'cs, with a furious \,ordcity, dragged 

forth from the huts, or which were mangled \vilhin them by the dogs, 

whore hunger was fatisfied 'with the disfigured remC1ins of their mallers. 

Nor was it uncommon for the father of a family, "\vhom the infetlion 

l1ad not reached, to call them around him, to reprerent ~he cruel ruffer

ings and horrid fate of their relations, from the influence of fome e\'il 

fpirit who was preparing to extirpate their race; and to incite them to 

baffle death, with all its horrors, by their own poniards. At the fame 

time, if their hearts failed them in this necefTary J.Cl, he was himfclf 

ready to perform the deed of mercy with his own hand, as the lafl aEt 

of his affeaion, and infiantly to follow them to the common place of 

reU and refuge from human evil. 

It was never fatisfaaorily arcertained by \v'hat means this malignant 

diforder was introduced, but it was generally fuppored to be from the 

!\liffiffoaic, by a war party. 

The conIequence of this melancholy event to the traders lnun be 

felf:evident; the means of difpofing of their goods 'were cut off; and no 

furs were obtained, but ruch as had been gathered from the h~:.b;tatioos 

of the deceafed Indians, which could not be very C(, II fide rc(ble: nor did 

they look from the loffes of the prerent year, with any encol1fabl~jg ex

peCbtions to thore which were to come. Tile 001 y f~ ,rtUl1Jte people 

confifled of a party who had again pt>netrated to tlw ~<ortlnf2xct <1nd 

\Vefiward in 1780, at fome difiance up the MifIinipi, or Englilh Ri\Oer, 

to 
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to Lake 1a Rouge. Twa unfortunate circumfiances, however. happened 

to them; which are as follow. 

lVIr. "radin, a Swifs gentleman, of {tria probity and known fobriety, 

had gone there in the year 1779, and remained during the [ummer 1780. 
His partners and others, engaged in an oppofite interea~ when at the 

Grande Portage, agreed to fend a quantity of goods on their joint ac

count, which ,yas accepted, and Mr. Pond was propofed by them to be 

their reprefentative to aa in conjunt1ion with Mr. \Yadin. Two men, of 

more oppoute charatters, could not, perhaps, have been found. In !hart 

from various caufes, their fituations became very uncomfortable to each 

other, and mutual ill-will was the natural confequence: without enter

ing, thereforf', iLto a minute hinory of there tranfattions, it will be fuf

ficient to obferve, that, a bout the end of the Yf'ar 1780, or the begin

ning of the Yf'ar 1781, Mr. \Vadin had received Mr. Pond and one of his 

own clerks to dinner; and, in the courfe of the night, the former was 

{hot through the lower part of the thigh, when it "",as faid that he ex

pired from the lors of blood, and was buried next morning at eight 

o'clock. l\1r. Pond, ann the ckrk, were tried for this murder at Mon

treal, and acquitted: neverthele[-;, their innocence was not fo app~rent 

as to extinguifh the o:-iginal rufpicion. 

The other circumGance was this. In the [pring of the year, Mr. 

Pond fcnt the abovementioned clerk to meet the Indians from the 

Northward, who ured to go annually to Hudfon's Bay; when he eafily 

perfuaded them to trade with him, and return back, that they might not 

take 
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take the contagion which had depopulated the country to the Eafiward 

of them: but moll unfortunately they caught it here, and carried it with 

them" to the defiruEl:ion of themfel yes and the neighbouring tribes. 

The country being thus depopulated, the traders and their friends 

from Canada, wh,o" from various caufes a1 ready mentioned, were very 

much reduced in number, became confined to two parties, who began 

[erioufly to think of making permanent efiablifhments on the Miffinipi 

river, and at Athabafca; for which purpofe, in 1781-2, they feleEted their 

ben canoe-men, being ignorant that the fmall pox penetrated that way. 

The mofi expeditious party got only in time to the Portage la Loche, 

or Mithy-Ouinigam Portage, which divides the waters of the Miffinipi from 

thofe that fall into the Elk river" to difpatch one canoe firong handed, 

and light-loaded, to that country; but, on their arrival there, they 

found, in every direEiion" the ravages of the [mall pox; fo that, 

from the great diminution of the natives, they returned in the fpring 

with no more than feven packages of beaver. The firong woods and 

mountainous countries afforded a refuge to thofe who fled from the 

contagion of the plains; but they were fo alarmed at the furrounding 

defiruEtion, that they avoided the traders, and were difpirited from hunt

ing except for their fubfifience. The traders, however, who returned 

into the country in the year 1782-3, found the inhabitants in fome fort 

of tranquillity, and more numerous than they had reafon to expeCt, fa 

that their fuccefs was proportionably better. 

During the winter of 1783-4, the merchants of Canada, engaged in 

this trade, formed a junElion of intereHs, under the name of the North-

(' 
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\Veil Company, and Jivided it into fixteen {hares, without depofiting any 

capital; each party furnifhing a proportion or quota of fuch articles as 

were neceffary to carryon the trade: the refpeB:ive parties agreeing 

to fatisfy the friends they had in the country, who were not provided for, 

accord!ng to this agreement, out of the proportions ·which they hetd. 

The management of the whole was accordingly entrufied to Meffrs. Ben

jamin and Jofeph Frobifher, and Mr. Simon M'Tavifh, two dillinfr 

houies, who had the greaten interefi and influence in the country, and for 

which they were to receive a fiipulated commiffion in all tranfaB:ions. 

In the fpring, two of thofe gentlemen went to the Grande Portage 

with their credentials, which \vere confirmed and ratified by all the parties 

having an option, except Mr. Peter Pond, who was not fatisfied with 

the {bare allotted him. Accordingly he, and another gentleman, Mr. Peter 

Pangman, who had a right to be a partner, but for whom no provifion 

had been made, came to Canada, with a determination to return to the 

country, if they could find any perfons to join them, and give their fcheme 

). proper fupport. 

The traders in the country, and merchants at Montreal, thus en

tered into a co-partnerfhip, which, by there means, was confolidated 

and dire-Bed by able men, who, from the powers with which they were 

entrufied, could carryon the trade to the utmaH extent it would 

bear. The traders in the country, therefore, having every reafon 

to expeCl that their pall and future labours would be recompenfed, for

got all their former animofities, and engaged with the utmofi fpirit and 

aaivity, to forward the general interefi; fo that, in the following year~ 

thev 
~ 
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they met their agents at the Grande Portage, with their canoes laden 

with rich furs from the different parts of that immenfe traCl of country. 

But this fatisfaEtion was not to be enjoyed without fome interruption; 

and they were mortified to find that Mr. Pangman had prevailed on 

Meffrs. Gregory and Macleod to join him, and give him their fupport 

in the bufinefs, though deferted by Mr. Pond, who accepted the terms 

offered by his former afIociates. 

1n the counting houfe of Mr. Gregory I had been five years; and at 

this period had left him, with a finall adventure of goods, with which 

he had eotrufied me, to feek my fortune at Detroit. He, without 

any folicitation on my part, had procured an infertion in the agree

ment, that I fhould be admitted a partner in this bufinefs, on con~ 

dition that I would proceed to the Indian country in the following 

fpring, 1785. His partner came to Detroit to make me fuch a propo

fition. I readily affented to it, and immediately proceeded to the 

Grande Portage, where I joined my affociates. 

We now found that independent of the natural difficulties of the 

undertaking, we fhould have to encounter every other which they, who 

were already in poffeffion of the trade of the country, could throw in 

our way, and which their circumfiances enabled them to do. Nor did 

they doubt, from their own fuperior experience, as well as that of their 

c1erks and men, with their local knowledge of the country and its 

inhabitants, that they £hould foon compel us to leave the coun· 

tty to them. The event, however, did not jufiify their expeEla

tions; fot, after the feverell firuggle ever kno">No in that part of the 

C 2 world, 
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world, and fuffering every oppreffion which a jealous and rival fpirit could 

inIligate; after the murder of one of our partners, the laming of another, 

and the narrow efcape of one of our clerks, who received a bullet 

through his powder horn, in the execution of his duty, they were com

pelled to allow us a !hare of the trade. As we had already incurred a 

10fs, this union was, in every refpeR, a defirable event to us, and was 

concluded in the month of July 1787. 

This commercial eIlabli!hment was now founded on a more {olid bafis 

than any hitherto known in the country; and it not only continued 

in full force, yigour, and profperity, in fpite of all interference from 

Canada, but maintained at lean. an equal {hare of advantage with the 

Hudfon's-Bay Company, notwithfianding the fuperiority of their local 

fituation. The following account of this felf-ereRed concern will mani .. 

fell the caufe of its fuccefs. 

It aITumed the title of the North-'VeIl Company, and was no 

more than an affociation of commercial men, agreeinO' amonO' them-
b b 

{elves to carryon the fur trade, unconnected with any other bufinefs,. 

though many of the parties engaged had extenfive concerns alto

gether foreign to it. It may be {aid to have been fupported entirely 

upon credit; for, whether the capital belonged to the proprietor, or was 

borrowed, it equally bore interefi, for which the aIfociation was annually 

accountable. It confiIled of twenty !hares, unequally divided among 

the rerfoDs concerned. Of thefe, a certain proportion was held by 

the people who managed the bufinefs in Canada, and were fiyled agents 

for the Company. Their duty was to import the neceIfary goods from 

England 
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England, flore them at their own expence at Montreal, get them made 

up into the articles fuited to the trade, pack and forward them, and 

fupply the calli that might be wanting for the outfits; for which they 

received, independent of the profit on their {bares, a commiffion on the 

amount of the accounts, which they were obliged to make out annually, 

and keep the adventure of each year difiinet. Two of them went an

nual1y to the Grande Portage, to manage and tranfaCt the bunnefs 

there, and on the communication at Detroit, Michilimakinac, St. Mary's, 

and Montreal, where they received flores, packed up, and fllipped the 

company's furs for England, on which they had alfo a fmall commiffion. 

The remaining {hares were held by the proprietors, who were obliged to 

winter and manage the bunnefs of the concern with the Indians, and their 

refpeaive clerks, &c. They were not fuppofed to be under any obliga

tion to furnilli capital, or even credit. If they obtained any capital by 

the trade, it was to remain in the hands of the agents; for which they were 

allowed interefi. Some of them, from their long fervices and influence, 

held· double !hares, and were allowed to retire from the bunnefs at any 

period of the exifiing concern, with one of thofe {hares, naming any 

young man in the company's fervice to fucceed him in the other. Se

niority and merit were, however, conndered as affording a claim to the 

fucceffion, which, neverthe1efs, could not be difpofed of without the con

currence of the majority of the concern; who, at the fame time relieved 

the feceding perf on from any refponilbility refpeaing the {bare that he 

transferred, and accounted for it according to the annual value or rate of 

the property; fo that the feller could have no advantage but that of get

ting the !hare of frock which he retained realifed, and receiving for the 

transferred !hare what was fairly determined to be the worth of it. The 

former 
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former was alfo difcharged from all duty, and became a dormant part

ner. Thus, all the young men who were not provided for at the begin

D,ing of the contract, fucceeded in fucceffion to the character and advan

tages of partners. They entered into the Company's fervice for five or 

feven years, under fuch expectations, and their reafonable profpeas were 

fddom difappointed: there were, indeed, infiances when they fucceeded 

to Glares, before their apprenticelliip was expired, and it frequently hap

pened that they were provided for while they were in a {late of articled 

clerkfhip. Shares were transferrable only to the concern at large, as no 

perron could be admitted as a partner who had not ferved his time to 

the trade. The dormant partner indeed might difpofe of his interefi to 

anyone he chofe, but if the tranfaaion were not acknowledged by his 

allociates, the purchafer could only be confidered as his agent or attor

ney. Eyery Glare had a vote, and two thirds formed a majority. This 

regular and equitable mode of providing for the clerks of the company, 

excited a fpirit of emulation in the difcharge of their various duties, and 

in fact, made every agent a principal, who perceived his own profperity 

to be immediately conneEted with that of his employers. Indeed, with

out fuch a fpirit, fuch a trade could not have become fa extended and 

advantageous, as it has been and now is. 

In J 788, the grofs amount of the adventure for the year did not ex

ceed forty thoufand pounds,*' but by the exertion, enterprife, and in

dufiry of the proprietors, it was brought in eleven years to triple that 

* This might be· properly called the aock of the company, as it included, with the expenditure of 

the year, the amount of the propert y unexpended, which had been appropriated for the adventure of 
that year, and was carried on to the ac~ount of the following adventure. 

amount 

• 

• 
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amount and upwards; yielding proportionate pr0fits, and furpafTmg, in 

{bort, any thing known in America. 

Such, therefore, being the profperous fiate of the company, it, 

very naturally, tempted others to interfere with the concern in a man

ner by no means beneficial to the company, and commonly rum

ous to the undertakers. 

In 1798 the concern underwent a new form, the fhares were increared 

to forty-fix, new partners being admitted, and others retiring. Thi,;; 

period was the termination of the company, which was not renewed 

by all the parties concerned in it, the majority continuing to aCt upon 

the old fiock, and under the old firm; the others beginning a new 

one; and it now remains to be decided, whether two parties, under 

the fame regulations and by the [arne exertions, though unequal in num

ber, can continue to carryon the bufinefs to a fuccersful iffue. The 

contrary opinion has been held, which, if verified, will make it the in

terefi of the parties again to coalefce; for neither is deficient in capital 

to fupport their obfiinacy in a lofing trade, as it is not to be fuppofed 

that either will yield on any other terms than perpetual participation. 

It will not be fuperfluous in this place, to explain the general mode of 

carrying on the fur trade. 

The agents are obliged to order the neceffary goods from England 

in the month of OEtober, eighteen months before they can leave ~lon

treal; that is, they are not fhipped from London until the fpring fol

lowing, 
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lowing, when they arrive in Canada in the fummer. In the courre of 

the following winter they are made up into fuch articles as are required 

for the favages; they are then packed into parcels of ninety pounds 

weight each, but cannot be fent from Montreal until the May following; 

fo that they do not get to market until the enfuing winter, when they are 

exchanged for furs, which come to Montreal the next fall, and from 

thence are {hipped, chiefly to London, where they are not fold or paid 

for before the fucceeding [pring, or even as late as June; which is forty

two months after the goods were ordered in Canada; thirty-fix after 

they had been {hipped from England, and twenty-four after they had 

been forwarded from Montreal; fo that the merchant, allowing that he 

has twelve months credit, does not receive a return to pay for thofe 

goods, and the neceffary expences attending them, which is about equal 

to the value of the goods themfel ves, till two years after they are con .. 

fidered as calli, which makes this a very heavy bufinefs. There is even 

a {'mall proportion of it that requires twelve months longer to bring 

round the payment, owing to the immenfe difiance it is carried, and from 

the lliortnefs of the feafons, which prevents the furs, even after they are 

coHeRed, from coming out of the country for that period. 

• This will be better illufirated by the following fiatement : 

\\' e will fuppofe the goods for 1798 ; 

The orders for the goods are fent to this country 
They are {hipped from London 

TIley al rive in Montreal 

They are made up in the courfe of that fummer and winter. 

- 25th 0&. 1796• 
March 1797. 

June 1797. 

They are fent from Montreal .. - - - _ May 1 -98• 
They arrive in the Indian country, and are exchanged for furs the following winter 179~-9' 
\Vhich furs come to Montreal - - S t . ~ - - ep . 1799. 
And are fil1.pped for London, where they are fold in March and April, and paid 

for 10 J\:Iay or June 1800. 

The 
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The articles nece{[ary for this trade, are C'oade woollen cloths of dif

ferent kinds; milled blankets of different llzes; arms and ammunition; 

twill and carrot tobacco; Manehefier goods; linens, and coarfe {heet .. 

ings; thread, lines and twine; common hardware; cutlery and iron .. 

mongery of feveral deferiptions; kettles of brafs and copper, and {heet-

iron; {ilk and cotton handkerchiefs; hats, fhoes and hofe; calicoes and 

printed cottons, &c. &c. &c. Spirituous liquors and provifions are 

purchafed in Canada. Thefe, and the expenee of tranfport to and from 

the Indian country, including wages to clerks, interpreters, guides, and· 

canoe-men, with the expence of making up the goods for the market, 

form about half the annual amount againfi the adventure. 

This expenditure in Canada ultimately tends to the encouragement of 

Britifh manufaClory, for thofe who are employed in the different 

branches of this bufinefs, are enabled by their gains to purcha[e fuch 

Britifh articles as they muO: otherwife forego. 

The produce of the year of which I am now fpeaking, confined of the 

following furs and peltries : 

1 06,000 Beaver £kins, 

21 co Bear £kins, 

1500 Fox fkins, 

4000 Kitt Fox £kins, 

4600 Otter !kins, 

17,000 Mufquafh £kins, 

6000 Lynx {kins, 

600 W 01 verine {kins;> 

1650 Fifher fkins, 

100 Rackoon {kins, 

3800 Wolf {kins, 

700 Elk £kins, 

3 2 ,000 Marten £kins, 750 Deer {kins, 

1800 Mink £kins, 1200 Deer {kins, dreifed, 

500 Buffalo robes, and a quantity of caflorum. 

d Of 
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Of there were diverted from the Briti!h market, being rent through the 

United States to China, 13,364 £kins, fine beaver, weighing 19283 pounds; 

1250 fine otters, and 17 2 ! kitt foxes. They would have found their 

way to the China market at any rate, but this deviation from the BritiGl 

chaRnel arofe from the following circumflance : 

An adventure of this kind was undertaken by a rerpe&able houfe in 

London, half concerned with the N orth-Wen:. Company in the year 

1792• The furs were of the bea kind, and fuitable to the market; and 

the adventurers continued this connexion for five fucceffive years, to 

the annual amount of forty thoufand pounds. At the winding up of 

the concern of 1792, 1793, 1794, 1795, in the year 1797 , (the ad ven .. 

ture of 1796 not being included, as the furs were not fent to China, but 

difpofed of in London), the North.Weft Company experienced a lors 

of upwards of £40,000 (their half,) which was principally owing to the 

difficulty of getting home the produce procured in return for the furs 

from China, in the Eaft India Company's !hips, together with the duty 

payable, and the various reftri&ions of that company. Whereas, from 

America there are no impediments; they get immediately to market, 

and the produce of them is brought back, and perhaps fold in the courfe 

of twelve months. From fuch advantages the furs of Canada will no 

doubt find their way to China by America, which would not be the 

cafe if Britifh fubjeEls had the fame privileges that are allowed to 

foreigners, as London would then be found the bell and [afeft market. 

, '. 

II1II :,." 

'" .. 
But to return to our principal fubjec9.-We {hall now proceed to 

f,onfider the number of men employed in the concern: viz. fifty clerks, 
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feventy-one interpreters and clerks, one thoufand one hundred and 

twenty canoe men, and thirty-five guides. Of there, five clerks, eighteen 

guides, and three hundred and fifty canoe men, were employed for the 

fummer feafon in going from Montreal to the Grande Portage, in 

canoes, part of whom proceeded from thence to Rainy Lake, as will be 

hereafter explained, and are called Pork-eaters, or Goers and Comers. 

Thefe were hired in Canada or Montreal, and were abfent from the 1 H of 

May till the latter end of September. For this trip the guides had 

from eight hundred to a thoufand livres, and a fuitable equipment; 

the foreman and Heerfman from four to fix hundred livres; the middle

men from two hundred and fifty to three hundred and fifty livres, with 

an equipment of one blanket, one {hirt, and one pair of trowfers; and 

were maintained during that period at the expence of their employers. 

Independent of their wages, they were allowed to traffic, and many of 

them earned to the amount of their wages. About one third of thefe went 

to winter, and had more than double the above wages and equipment. 

All the others were hired by the year, and fame times for three years; and 

of the clerks many were apprentices, who were generally engaged for five 

or [even years, for which they had only one hundred pounds, provifion 

and clothing. Such of them who could not be provided for as partners, 

at the expiration of this time, were allowed from one hundred pounds to 

three hundred pounds per annum, with all neceHiuies, till provifion was 

made for them. Thore who aEled in the two-fold capacity of clerk and 

interpreter, or were fa denominated, had no other expeElation than the 

payment of wages to the amount of from one thoufand to four thourand 

II vres per annum, with clothing and provifions. The guides, who are a 

very ufeful iet of men, acted alfo in the additional capacity of interpreters, 

d 2 and 
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and had a Rated quantity of goods, confidered as fufficient fur their 

wants, their wages being from one to three thoufand livres. The canoe 

men are of two defcriptions, foremen and fieerfmen, and middlemen. 

The two firfi were allowed annually one thoufand two hundred, and the 

latter four hundred, livres each. The firfi clafs had what is called an 

equipment, confifiing of two blankets, two 01irts, two pair of trowfers, 

two handkerchiefs, fourteen pounds of carrot tobacco, and fome trifling 

articles. The latter had ten pounds of tobacco, and all the other arti

cles: thore are called North Men, or '\'interers; and to the lail clafs of 

people were attached upwards of feven hundred Indian women and 

children, viElualled at the expence of the company. 

This firfl: c1a[s of people are hired in Montreal five months before they 

ret out, and receive their equipments, and one third of their wages in 

advance; and an adequate idea of the labour they undergo may be 

formed from the following account of the country through which they 

pafs, and their manner of proceeding. 

The neceffary number of canoes being purchafed, at about three h un

dred livres each, the goods formed into packages, and the lakes and 

rivers free of ice, which they ufually are in the beginning of May, they 

are then difpatched from La Chine, eight miles above Montreal, with 

eight or ten men in each canoe, and their baggage; and fixty-five pack

ages of goods, fix hundred weight of bifcuit, two hundred weiCTht of 
b 

pork, three bufhels of peafe, for the men's provifion; two oil cloths to 

cover the goods, a fail, &c. an axe, a towing-line, a kettle, and a fponge .. 

to bailout the water, with a quantity of gum, bark, and watape, to 

repaIr 
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repair the velTe1. An European on feeing one of thefe flender veIfels thus 

laden, heaped up, and funk with her gunwale within fix inches of the 

water, would think his fate inevitable in fuch a boat, when he refleC1ed 

on the nature of her voyage; but the C3nadians are fa expert that few 

accidents happen. 

Lea ving La Chine, they proceed to St. Ann's, within two miles of 

the "Venern extremity of the illand of MOlltreal, the lake of the two 

mountains being in fight, which may be termed the commencement of 

tLe Utawas River. At the rapid of St. Ann they are oLliged to take 

out ~Jdrt, if not the whole of tlll ir lading. It is hom this fpot that the 

Canadians conflder they take their departure, as it pofTeffes the Ian church 

on the ifland, \\7hich i-; dedicated to the tutelar faint of voyagers. 

The lake of the two mountains js about twenty miles long, but not 
, 

more than three '.'.ride, and furrounded by cultivated fields, except the 

Seignory belonging to the clergy, though nominally in poIfeffion of the t'vvo 

tribes of Iroquois and AIgonquins, whofe village is fituated on a delightful 

point of land under the hills, which, by the title of mountams, give a name 

to the lake. Ne(~r the extremity of the point their church is built, which 

divides the village in two parts, forming a regular angle along the water 

fide. On the Eafl is the nation of the Algonq u ins, and on the "Veil, 

one of the Iroquois, confifiing in all of about five hundred warriors. 

Each party has its miffionary, and divine worfhip is performed accord

ing to the rites of the Roman CatholIc religion, in their relpeC1i\'e 1an-

guages iOn the fame church: and fo afIldueus have their paIlors been, 

that there people have been inHruCled in reading and writing in their 

own 
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own language, and are better inflruaed than the Canadian inhabitants of 

the country of the lower ranks: but notwithfianding thefe ad vantages, 

and though the efiablifhment is nearly coeval with the colonization of 

the country, they do not advance towards a {late of civilization, but re~ 

tain their ancient habits, language, and cufioms, and are becoming every 

day more depraved, indigent, and infignificant. The country around 

them, though very capable of cultivation, prefents only a few miferable 

patches of ground, fown by the women with maize and vegetables. 

During the winter feafon, they leave their habitations, and pious pailors, 

to follow the chafe, according to the cufiom of their forefathers. Such 

is, indeed, the flate of all the villages near the cultivated parts of Canada. 

But we {hall now leave them to proceed on our voyage. 

At the end of the lake the water contraCts into the Utawas River, 

which, after a courfe of fifteen miles, is interrupted by a fucceffion of 

rapids and cafcades for upwards of ten miles, at the foot of which the 

Canadian Seignories terminate; and all above them were wafle land, 

till the conc1ufion of the American war, when they were furveyed by 

order of government, and granted to the oHicers and men of the eighty. 

fourth regiment, when reduced; but principally to the former, and 

confequently little inhabited, though very capable of cultivation. 

The voyagers are frequently obliged to unload their canoes, and 

carry the goods upon their backs, or rather fufpended in flings from 

their heads. Each man's ordinary load is two packages, though fome 

carry three. Here the canoe is towed by a {hong line. There are fome 

places where the ground will not admit of their carrying the whole; 

they 
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they then make two trips, that is, leave half their lading, and go and 

land it at the diflance required; and then return for that which was 

left. In this dinance are three carrying-places, the length of which 

depends in a great meafure upon the Hate of the water, whether higher 

or lower; from the Ian of thefe the river is about a mile and an half 

wide, and has a regular current for about fixty miles, when it ends at 

the fira PCirt~ge de Chauciiere, where the body of water falls twenty-fi\-e 

feet, over cragged, excavated rocks, in a, mofl: wild, romantic manner. 

At a fmall difiance below, is the river Rideau on the left, falling 

over a perpendicular rock, near forty feet high, in one theet, affuming 

the appearance of a curtain; and from which circumfiance it derives its 

name. To this extent the lands have been furveyed, as before obferved, 

and are very fit for culture. Many loyalifls are fettled upon the river 

Rideau, and have, I am told, thriving plantations. Some American 

families preferring the Britifh territory, have alfo eflablifhed themfelves 

along a river on the oppofite fide, where the foil is excellent. N or do 

I think the period is far difiant, when the lands will become fettled 

from this vicinity to lViontreaI. 

Over this portage, which is fix hundred and forty-three paces long, the 

canoe and all the lading is carried. The rock is fa fleep and difficult of 

accefs, that it requires twelve men to take the canoe out of the water: it 

is then carried by fix men, two at each end on the fame fide, ~-nd two 

under the oppofite gunwale in the middle. f'rom hence to the next is but 

a fhort difiance, in which they make two trips over the iecond Portage de 

Chaudiere, which is feven hundred paces, to carry the Ioadmg alone. 

From hence to the next and Ian Chaudiere, or Portage des Chenes, is about 

fix 
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fix miles, with a very {hong current, where the goods are carried [even 

hundred and forty paces; the canoe bein~ towed up by the line, when 

the water is not Yerv hiO"h. We now enter Lac des Chaudieres, which , b 

is computed to be thirty miles in length. Though it is called a lake, 

there is a firong draught downwards, ann its breadth is from two to four 

miles. At the end of this is the Portage des Chats, over which the canoe 

and lading are carried two hundred and [t'\,enty-four pace~·; and very dif .. 

ficult it is for the l~)nl1er. The river is here barred by a ridge of black 

rocks, riling in pinnaCles and covered with wood, which, from the fmall 

quantity of foil that nouri01es it, is low and Hinted. The river finds its 

way over and through thefe rocks, In numerous (hannels, falling fifteen feet 

and upwards. From hence two trips are made through a ferpentine chan

nel, formed by the rocks, for feveral miles, when the current flackens, and 

is accordingly called the Lake des Chats. At the Cl1anneb of I he grand 

Calumet, which are computed to be at the diflance of t'lghteen miles, the 

current recovers its firength, and proceeds to t, e r ortage DUfort, wnich 

is two hundred and forty-five paces long; over which the canoe and 

baggage are tranfported. From hence the current becomes more rapId, 

and requires two trips to the Decharge des Sables*, where the goods 

are carried one hundred and thirty-five paces, and the canoe towed. 

Then follows the r-Aountain Portage, where the canoe and lading 

are alfo carried three hundred and eighly-five paces; then to the 

Decharge of the Derige where the goods are carrie~ two hundred and 

fifty paces; and thence to the grand Calumet. This is t!le lon6d1 

• The place where the goods alone are carried, is called a D/charge, and th3t where goods and canoes 
U~ both tranfported, overland, is denominated a PDTtage. 

carrymg-
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carrying-place in this river, and is about two thoufand and thirty-five 

paces. It is a high hill or mountain. From the upper part of this Por

tage the current is Ready, and is only a branch of the Uta was River, 

which joins the main channel, that keeps a more Southern courfe, at the 

diflance of twelve computed leagues. Six leagues further it forms Lake 

Coulonge, which is about four leagues in length: from thence it proceeds 

through the channels of the Allumettes to the Portage, where part of the 

lading is taken out, and carried three hundred and forty-two paces. 

Then fucceeds the Portage des Allumettes, which is but twenty-five 

paces, over a rock difficult of accers, and but a very fi10rt difiance from 

Lake Coulonge. From Portage de Chenes to this fpot, is a fine deer

hunting country, and the land in many parts very fit for cultivation. 

From hence the river fpreads wide, and is full of iflands, with fame cur

rent for feven leagues, to the beginning of RivicTe Creufl, or Deep River, 

which runs in the form of a canal, about a mile and an half wide, for 

about thirty-fix miles; bounded upon the North by very high rocks, 

with low larid on the South, and fandy; it is intercepted again by falls 

and cataraas, fo that the Portages of the two Joachins almofi join. 

The firH: is nine hundred and twenty-fix paces, the next [even hundred 

and twenty, and both very bad roads. From hence is a Ready current of 

nine miles to the River du Moine, where there has generally been a trad

ing houLe; the {heam then becomes {hong for four leagues, when a rapid 

.' fucceeds, which requires two trips. A little way onward is the Decharge, . 
and clore to it, the Portage of the Roche Capitaine, [even hundred and 

ninety-fe-ven paces in length. From hence two trips are made through 

a na.rrow channel of the Roche Capitaine, made by an lfland four miles 

in length. A fi~ong,·current nO\f fucceeds, for about fix leagues -to the 

e Portage 
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Portage of the two rinTs, which is about eight hundred and twenty 

paces; from thence it is three leagues to the Decharge of the Troll, 

which is three hundred paces. Near adjoining is the rapid of Levellier; 

from whence, including the rapids of Matawoen, where there is no 

{:arrying-place, it is about thirty-fix miles to the forks of the fame name; 

in latitude 46f. N onh, and longitude i8i. V\T en, and is at the computed 

difiance of four hundred miles from Mont~ea1. At this place the Petite 

Riviere falls into the Utawas. The latter comes in a North-Wefierly 

direCtion, forming feveral lakes in its courfe. The principal of them is 

Lake Temefcamang, where there has always been a trading poll, which 

may be raid to continue, by a fucceffion of rivers and Jakes, upwards of 

fifty leagues from the Forks, paffing near the waters of the Lake 

Abbitiby, in latitude 48t. which is received by the Moofe River, that 

empties itfelf into James Bay. 

The Petite Riviere takes a South-Weft direBion, is full of rapids and 

cataraCts to its fource, and is not more than fifteen leagues in length, in 

the courfe of which are the foHowing interruptions-The Portage of 

Plein Champ, three hundred and nineteen paces; the Decharge of the 

Rofe, one hundred and forty-five paces; the Decharge of Campion, one 

hundred and eighty-four paces; the Portage of the Groffe Roche, one 

hundred and fifty paces; the Portage of Pareffeux, four hundred and 

~wo paces; the Portage of Priarie, two hundred and eighty-feven paces; 

the Portage of La Cave, one hundred paces; Portage of Talon, two 

hundred and feventy-five paces; which, for its length, is the worfi on 

the communication; Portage Pin de Mufique, four hundred and fifty

fix paces~ where many men have been cruIhed to death by the 

canoes" 
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canoes, and others ha\'e recei\'ed irrecoverable injuries. The lafl in this 

river is the Turtle Portage, eightY-lhree p~('es, on entering the bke of 

that name, where, indeed, the river may be raid to take its fouree. From 

the firfi vafe to the great river, the country has the appearance of having 

been over-run by fire, and conGUs in general of huge rocky hills. The 

whole difiance which is the height of land, between the 'waters of the 

St. Laurence and the Utawas, is one thourand five hundred and thirteen 

pact's to a fmall canal in a plain, that is juH fuHicient to carry the 

loaded canoe about one mile to the next Yare, which is feven hundred 

and twenty-five paces. It would be twice this difiance, but the narrow 

creek is dammed in the beaver fafhion, to float the canoes to this barrier, 

throu'gh which they pars, when the river is jufi rufficient to bear them 

through a fwamp of two miles to the Iafi Yare, of one thoufanu 

and twenty-four paces in length. Though the river is increafed in this 

part, fome care is necefTary to avoid rocks and fiumps of trees. In about 

fix miles is the lake Nepifingui, which is computed to be twelve leagues 

long, though the route of the canoes is fomething more: it is about fif

teen miles wide in the widefi part, and bounded with rocks. Its inha

bitants confifi of the remainder of a numerous converted tribe, called 

Nepifinguis of the Algonquin nation. Out of it flows the Riviere des 

Fran~ois, over rocks of a confiderable height. In a bay to the Eafi of 

this, the road leads over the Portage of the Chaudiere des Fran~ois, five 

hundred and forty-four paces, to Gill water. It muU have acquired the 

name of Kettle, from a great number of holes in the folid rock of a 

cylindri~al form, and not unlike that culinary utenfil. They are obferv

:able in many parts along Grong bodies of water, and where, at certain 

fe.arons, and difiinct periods" it is well known the water inundates; at 

e 2 the 
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the bottom of them are generally found a number of fmall Hones and 

pebbles. This circumHance jufiifies the conclufion, that at fame former 

period thefe rocks formed the bed of a branch of the ddcharge of this 

lake, although fome of them are upwards of ten feet above the prefent 

level of the water at its greatefi height. They are, indeed, to be feen in 

every lake and river throughout this wide extended country. The 

French river is "ery irregular, both as to its breadth and form, and is [0 

interfperfed with iflands, that in the whole courfe of it the banks are fel~ 

dom vifible. Of its various channels, that which is generally followed 

by the canoes is obfirueted by the following Portages, viz. des Pins, 

fifty-two paces; FeaufiIIe, thirty-fix paces; Parifienne, one hundred 

paces; Recolet, forty-five paces; and the Petite Feaufille, twenty-five 

paces. In feveral parts there are guts or channels, where the water 

flows with great velocity, which are not more than twice the breadth of 

a canoe. The difiance to Lake Huron is ellimated at twenty-five 

leagues, which this river enters in the latitude 45. 53. North, that is, at 

the point of land three or four miles within the lake. There is hardly 

a foot of foil to be feen from one end of the French river to the other, 

its banks confining of hills of entire rock. The coaft of the lake is the 

fame, but lower, backed at fome diftance by high lands. The courfe runs 

through numerous iflands to the North of Weft to the river Teffalon, 

computed to be about fifty leagues from the French river, and which I 

found to be in latitude 46. 12. 21. North; and from thence crolling, from 

ifland to ifland, the arm of the lake that receives the water of Lake 

Superior (which continues the fame courfe), the route changes to the 

South of Well ten leagues to the Detour, palling the end of the ifland of 
St. Jofepb, within fix miles of the former place. On that ifland there 

has 
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has been a military efiablifhment fince the upper pons were given up to 

the L\mericans in the year 17J1; and is the vVefiernmon military 

pofition which we have in this country. It is a place of no trade, and 

the greater part, if not the whole of the Indians, come here for no other 

purpofe but to receive the prefents which our government annually 

allows them. They are from the American territory (except about 

thirty families, who are the inhabitants of the lake from the French river, 

and of the Algonquin nation) and trade in their pel tries, as they ufed 

formerly to do at Michilimakinac, but principally with Britifh fubjeEls. 

The Americans pay them very little attention, and tell them that they 

keep poffeffion of their country by right of conquefi: that, as their 

brothers, they will be friends with them while they deferve it; and that 

their traders will bring them every kind of goods they require, which 

they may procure by their induflry. 

OUf commanders treat them in a very different manner, and, under the 

character of the reprefentatives of their father; (which parental title the 

natives give to his prefent Majefiy, the common father of all his people) 

prefent them with fuch things as the a&ual Hate of their flores will 

allow. 

How far this conduCt, if continued, may, at a future exigency, keep 

thefe people in our interell:, if they are even worthy of it, is not an objeEt 

of my prefent confideration: at the fame time, I cannot avoid ex pref

fingmy perfect conviction, that it would not be of the leafi advantage 

to OUf prefent or future commerce in that country, Of to the people 

themrelves; as it only tends to keep many of them in a Hate of idlenefs . 

about 
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about our military efiablifhments. The ammunition which they receive 

is employed to kill game, in order to procure rum in return, though their 

families may be in a fiarving condition: hence it is, that, in confequence 

of fiothful and diffolute lives, their numbers are in a very perceptible 

flate of diminution. 

From the Detour to the ii1and of Michilimakinac, at the confluence of 

the Lakes Huron and Michigan, in latitude 45.5,1. North is about forty

miles. To keep the direR courfe to Lake Superior, the north {hare 

from the river Teffalon thould be followed; croffing to the North-Weft 

end of St. Jofeph, and palling between it and the adjacent illands, which 

makes a difiance of fifty miles to the fall of St. Mary, at the foot of 

which, upon the South thore, there is a village, formerly a place of great 

refort for the inhabitants of Lake Superior, and confequently of confi

derable trade: it is now, however, dwindled to nothing, and reduced 

to about thirty families, of the Algonquin nation, who are one half of 

the year fiarving, and the other half intoxicated, and ten or twelve Ca

nad~ans", who have been in the Indian country from an early period of 

life, and intermarried with the natives who have brought them families. 

Their inducement to fettle there, was the great quantity of white fifu 

that are to be taken in and about the falls, with very little trouble, par

ticularly in the autumn, when that fifh leaves the lakes, and comes to 

the running and {hallow waters to Ipawn. Thefe, when fait can be pro

cured, are pickled jufi as the froft fets in, and prove very good food with 

potatoes, which they have of late cultivated with fuccefs. The natives 

live chiefly on this fifh, which they hang up by the tails, and preferve 

throughout the winter, or at leaR as long as they laR; for whatever 
". . 

quanuty 
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quantity they may have taken, it is never known that their <:economy 

is fuch as to make them lall through the winter, which renders their 

fituation very difirefIing; for if they had aEl:i vity fufficient to purfue the 

labours of the chafe, the wood$ are become fo barren of game as to 

afford them no great profpeEl: of relief. In the fpring of the year they, 

and the other inhabitants, make a quantity of fugar from the maple tree, 

which they exchange with the traders for neceffary articles, or carry it 

to Michilimakinac, where they expeEl: a better price. One of there 

traders was agent for the North-Weft Company, receiving, floring, and 

forwarding fuch articles as come by the way of the lakes upon their 

veffels: for it is to be obferved, that a quantity of their goods are fent 

by that route from Montreal in boats to ~ingfion, at the entrance of 

Lake Ontario, and from thence in veffe)s to Niagara, then over land ten 

miles to a water communication, by boats, to Lake Erie, where they 

are again received into veffels, and carried over that lake up the river 

Detroit, through the lake and river Sinclair to Lake Huron, and from 

thence to the Falls of St. Mary's, when they are again landed and carried 

for a mile above the falls, and !hipped over Lake Superior to the Grande 

Portage. This is found to be a lefs expenfive method than by canoes, 

but attended with more rilk, and requiring more time, than one {bort 

[earon of this country will admit; for the goods are always rent from 

Montrf'al the preceding fall; and befides, the company get the whole 

of i ht'ir provifions from Detroit, as Hour and Indian corn; as a~fo 

confiderable fupplies from Michilimakinac of maple fugar, tal1ow, 

gum, &c. &c. 

For the purpofe of conveying all thefe things, they have two velfeIs 
upon 
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upon the Lakes Erie and Huron, and one on Lake Superior, of from fifty 

to feventy tons burthen. This being, therefore, the depot for tranfports, 

the lVlontreal canoes, on their arrival, were forwarded over Lake Superior, 

with only five men in each; the others were rent to Michilimakinac 

for additional canoes, which were required to profecute the trade, ~nd 

then take a lading there, or at St. Mary's, and follow the others. At 

length they all arrive at the Grande Portage, "'lhich is one hundred and 

fixty leagues from St. Mary's, and fituated on a pleafant bay on the North 

fide of the lake, in latitude 48. North and longitude 90. Wefl: from Green

wich, where the compa[s has not above five degrees Eafi variation. 

At the entrance of the bay is an ifland which [creens the harbour from 

every wind except the South. The Challownefs of the water, however, 

renders it neceffary for the veffel to anchor near a mile from the {hore, 

where there is not more than fourteen feet water. This lake jufiifies the 

name that has been given to it: the Falls of St. Mary, which is its 

Northern extremity, being in latitude 46. 31. North, and in longitude 

84 Well, where there is no variation of the compafs whatever, while its 

Southern extremity, at the River St. Louis, is in latitude 46. 45. North, 

and longitude 92. 10. \i\l eft: its greateH breadth is one hundred and 

twenty miles, and its circumference, including its various bays, is not lefs 

than one thourand two hundred miles. Along its North Chore is the farel! 

navigation, as it is a continued mountainous embankment of rock, from 

three hundred to one thoufand five hundred feet in height. There are 

numerous coves and I~:mdy bays to land, which are frequently Cheltered 

by iflands from the fwell of the lake. This is particularly the cafe at 

lhe diHance of one hundred miles to the Eafiward of the Grande Portage, 
anq is called the Pays Plat. 

This 
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This feems to have been caufed by fame convulfion of nature, for 

many of the iflands dilplay a compofition of lava, intermixed with 

round {lones of the fize of a pigeon"s egg. The furrounding rock is 

generally hard, and of a dark blue-grey, though it frequently has the 

appearance of iron and copper. The South fide of the lake, from Point 

Shagoimigo Eafi, is almofl a continual firalght line of fandy beach, in

ter£perfe~ with rocky precipices of lime-nones, fometimes rifing to an 

hundred feet in height, without a bay. The embankmepts from that 

point \\7efiward are, in general, of Ilrong c~ay, mixed with nones, which 

renders the navigation irkfome and dangerous. On the fame fide, 

at the River Tonnagan, is found a quantity of virgln copper. The 

Americans, [oon after they got poffefIion of that country, fent an en

gineer thither; and I fl10uld not be furprifed to hear of their employing 

people to work the mine. Indeed, it might be well worthy the attention 

of the Britifh [ubje8:s to work the mines on the North coan, though 

they are not fuppofed to be fa rich as thofe on the South. 

Lake Superior is the largefi and moil magnificent body of frefh watf.r 

in the world: it is clear and pellucid, of great depth t and abounding in 

a great variety of fifh, which are the moil excellent of their kind. There 

are trouts of three kinds, weighu,g from five to fifty pounds, fiurgeon, 

pickerel, pike, red and white carp, black ba(~, hprrings, &c. &c. and the 

lail and beil of all, the Ticamang, or white fifh, which weighs from 

four to fixteen pounds, and is of a fuperior quality in there waters. 

This lake may be denominated the grand reu'rvoir of the Rire( 

St. Laurence, as no confiderable rivers difcharge themfeIves into it. 

f The 
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The principal ones are, the St. Louis, the Nipigon, the Pic, and the 

l\1ichipicoten. Indeed, the extent of country from which any of them 

flow, or take their courIe, in any direaion, cannot admit of it, in confe

quence of the ridge of land that feparates them from the rivers that 

empty themfelves into Hudlon's-Bay, the gulph of Mexico, and the 

waters that fall in Lake Michegan, which afterwards become a part of" 

the St. Laurence. 

This vafi colleaion of water is often covered with fog, particularly 

when the wind is frOIn the Eafl, which, 'driving againfi the high barren 

rocks on the North and Wefl {bore, difTolves in torrents of rain. It 

is very generally faid, that the florms on this lake are denoted by a fwell 

on the preceding day; but this circumHance did not appear from my 

obfervation to be a regular phenomenon, as the fwells more frequently 

fubfided without any fubfequent wind. 

Along the furrounding rocks of this immenfe lake, evident marks 

appear of the decreafe of its water, by the lines obfervable along them. 

The fpace, however, between the highdl: and the loweft, is not fo great 

as in the fmaller lakes, as it does not amount to more than fix feet, the 

former being very faint. 

The inhabitants that are found along the coall of this water, are all of 

the Algonquin nation, the whole of which do not exceed 150 families. * 

* In the year 1668, when the firO: miffionaries vifited the South of this lake, they found the 

country full of inbabitants. They rebte, that, about this time a band of the .:--! epifingues, who were 

convertcJ, emigrated to the Nipigon country, which is to the Nonh of Lake Superior. Few of their 

dekendants are now remaining, and not a trace of the religion communicated to them is to be 
difcovered. 

Thefe 
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The[e people live chiefly on fifh; indeed, from what hag been faid 

of the country, it cannot be ex peRed to abound in animals, as it is 

totally deflitute of- that {belter, which is fo neceIfary to then1. The 

rocks appf'ar to have been over-run by fire, and the fiinted timber, 

whicll once grew there, is frequently {een lying along the [urrace of 

them: but it 1S not eafy to be reconciled, that any thing lliould 

grow where there 1S fo little appearance of foil. Between the fallen 

trees then" are briars, with hurtleberry and goofeberry bullies, rafp

berries, &c. which invite the bears in greate'r or leITer numbers, as 

they are a favourite food of that animal: beyond thefe rocky banks 

are found a few moofe and fallow deer. The waters alone are abun

dantly inhabited. 

A very curious phenomenon was obferved fome years ago at the Grande 

Portage, for which no obvious caufe could be affigned. The water 

withdrew with great precipitation, leaving the ground dry that had 

never before been vifible, the fall being equal to four perpendicular feet, 

and ruChing back with great velocity above the common mark. It con

tinued thus fal1ing and rifing for feveral hours, gradually decreafing 

till it flopped at its ufual height. There is frequently an irrC'gular 

influx and deflux, which does not exceed ten inches, and is attributed 

to the wind. 

The bottom of the bay, which forms an amphitheatre, is clear and 

inc1ofed; and on the left corner of it, b~neath an hill, three or four 

hundred feet in height" and crowned by others of a fiiH greater altitude, 

f 2 is 
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i:; the fort, picketed in with cedar pallifadoes, and inclofing hou[cs built 

with wnod and coyered with fhingles. They are calculated for every 

convenience of trade, as well as to accommodate the proprietors and 

clerks during their {hort refidence there. The North men live under 

tents: but the more frugal pork-eater lodges beneath his canoe. The foil 

immediately bordering on the lake has not proved very propitious, as 

nothing but potatoes haye been found to anfwer the trouble of cultiva

tion. This circumHance is probably owing to the cold damp fogs of the 

lake, and the moi£lure of the ground from the fprings that iffue from 

beneath the hills. There are meadows in the vicinity that yield abun

dance of hay for the cattle; but, as to agriculture, it has not hitherto 

been an objea of ferious confideration. 

I {hall now leave thefe geographical notices, to give fome further 

account of the people from Montreal.-When they are arrived at the 

Grande Portage, which is near nine miles over, each of them has 

to carry eight packages of fuch goods and provifions -as are neceffary for 

t~le interior country. This is a labour which cattle cannot conveniently 

perform in [ummer, as both horfes and oxen were tried by the company 

without fuccefs. They are only ufeful for light, bulky articles; or for 

tranfporting upon fledges, during the winter, whatever goods may remain 

there, efpecially provifion, of which it is ufual to have a year's flock on 
hand. 

Having fin~{hed this toilfome part of their d~ty, if more goods are ne

ceffary to be tranfported, they are allowed a Spanifh dollar fo; each 

package: 
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package: and fo inured are they to this kind of labour, that I have 

known fome of them fet off with two packages of ninety pounds each, 

and return with two others of the {arne weight, in the courfe of fix hours, 

being a ditlaru::e of eighteen miles over hills and mountains. This 

necdfary part of the bufinds being over, if the feafon be early they 

have fame refpite, but this depends upon the time the North men begin 

to arrive from their winter quarters, which they commonly do early in 

July. At this period, it is necefIary to [eleft. from the pork-eaters, a 

number of men, among whom are the recruits, or winterers, fufficient 

to man the North canoes neceffary to carry, to the river of the rainy 

lake, the goods and provifion requifite for the Athabafca country; as the 

people of that country, (owing to the fhortnels of the feafon and length 

of the road, can come no further), are equipped there, and exchange 

ladings with the people of whOln we are fpeaking, and both return 

from whence they came. This voyage is performed in the courfe 

of a month, and they are allowed proportionable wages for their 

iervices. 

The north men being arrived at the Grande Portage, are regaled 

with bread, pork, butter, liquor, and tobacco, and fuch as have not en

tered into agreements during the winter, which is cufiomary, are con

traEled with, to return and perform the voyage for one, two, or three 

years: their accounts are alfo fettled, and {uch as choofe to fend any of 

their earnings to Canada, receive drafts to tranfmit to their relations or 

friends: and as roon as they can be got ready, which requires no 11lore 

than a fortnight, they are again difpatched to their rcrpeB:i\'e depart-

ments. 
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ments. It is, indeed, very creditable to them as fervants, that though 

they are fometimes affembled to the number of twelve hundred men, in

dulging themfelves in the free ufe of liquor, and quarrelling with each 

other, they always {hew the greaten: rerpeR to their employers, who 

are comparatively but few in number, and beyond the aid of any legal 

power to enforce due obedience. In {hort, a degree of fubordination 

can only be maintained by the good opinion thefe men entertain of their 

employers, which has been uniformly the cafe, {inee the trade has been 

formed and condutied on a regular [yfiem. 

The people being difpatched to their refpeRive winter quarters, 

the agents from Montreal, afIified by their clerks, prepare to return 

there, by getting the furs acrofs the portage, and re-making them 

into packages of one hundred pounds weight each, to fend them to 

Montreal; where they commonly arrive about the month of Sep

tember. 

The mode of living at the Grande Portage, is as follows: The pro

prietors, clerks, guides, and interpreters, mefs together, to the number 

of fometimes an hundred, at feveral tables, in one large hall, the pro

viGon confifiing of bread, fait pork, beef, hams, filli, and venifon, but

ter, peas, Indian corn, potatoes, tea, fpirits, wine, &c. and plenty of 

n1ilk, for which -purpofe feveral milch cows are conflantly kept. The 

mechanics have rations of fuch provifion, but the canoe-men, both from 

the North and Montreal, have no other allowance here, or in the voyage" 

than Indian corn and melted fat. The corn for this purpofe is pre-

pared 
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pared before it leaves Detroit, by boiling it in a {hong alkali, which 

takes off the outer hulk; it is then well wafhed, and carefully dried upon 

fiages, when it is fit for ufe. One quart of this is boiled for two hours, o\'er 

a moderate £irf, in a gallon of "vater; to which, when it has boiled a 

[mall time, are added two ounces of melted [uet; this caufes the corn 

to fplit, and in the time mentioned makes a pretty thick pudding. If to 

this IS added a little faIt, (but not before it is boiled, as it would Inter

rupt the operation), it makes an wholefome, palatable food, and eafy of 

digf>flion. This q~lUntity is fully fuH1cient for a man's fubfifience 

during twenty-four hours; though it is not fufEciently heartening to 

fuflain the flrength necf'ffary for a fiate of aaive labour. The Ame

ricans call this difh hominee*. 

The trade from the Grande Portage, is, in fame particulars, carried on 

in a different manner with that from Montreal. The canoes ufed in 

the btkr tran[port are now too large for the former, and fome of about 

half the fize are procnrecl from the natives, and are navigated by fouf, 

five, Of ~jx 'nen, according to the diHance which they have to go. They 

carr~)- a bdio~ of abo'--lt th]rt~-fi\-e packages, on an average; of thefe 

twenty-tLrce ate ~or the purpofc of trade, and the rell are employed for 

pro';ifions, fie.Yo;, ~md 1aggage. In each of thefe canoes are a foreman 

and Heerhnan; the one to be always on the look out, and dirett the 

paffage of the vefId, and the other to attend the helm. They alI() carry 

her, whenever that office is neceffary. The foreman has the command, 

.. Corn is the cheapeft provifion that can be procurecl, though from the expence of tranfport, 

the bufhel cofi.s about twenty {hillings fierling, at the Grande Portage. A man's d::.ily allowance 
does not exceed ten-pence. ~ .f 

and 
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and the middle-men obey both; the lattc' earn only two-thirds of the 

wages which are paid the two former. Independent of there a conduElor 

or pilot is appointed to every four or fix of there canoes, whom they 

are all obliged to obey; and is, or at leafl is intended to be, a perron 

of Iuperior experience, for which he is proportionably paid. 

In there canoes, thus loaded, they embark at the North fide of the 

portage, on the river Au Tourt, which is very inconfiderable; and 

after about two miles of a \Veilerly courfe, is obfiruEled by the Par

tridge Portage, fix hundred paces long. In the [pring this makes a con

fiderable fall, when the ,rater is high, oyer a perpendicular rock of one 

hundred and twenty feet. From thence the river continues to be {hal

low, and requires great care to prevent the bottom of the canoe frOtTI 

being injured by {harp rocks, for a diHance of three miles and an half to 

the Priarie, or Meadow, when half the lading is taken out, and carried 

by part of the crew, while two of them are conduEling the canoe among 

the rocks, with the remainder, to the Carreboeuf Portage, three miles 

and an half more, ,,:hen they unload and come back two miles, and 

embark what was left for the other hands to carry, which they aHa 

land with the former; all of which is carried fix hundred and eighty 

paces, and the canoe led up againfi the rapid. From hence the water is 

better c:dculated to carry canoes, and leads by a winding courfe to the 

North 01 \-Vefl three miles to the Outard Portacre over which the canoe b , , 

and every thing in her, is carried for two thoufund four hundred paces. 

At the further end is a very high hill to defcend, over which hangs a 

rock upwards of feven hundred feet high. Then fucceeds the Outard 

Lake, about fix miles long, lying in a North-V\1efl courfe, and about two 

miles 
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miles wide in the broaden: part. After pallillg a very finall rivulet, the'}· 

con1e to the Elk Portage, oyer \rhich the canoe aild lading are ()g,~in car·· 

ried one thoufand one hundred and t\H~nty paces; when the:.' enter the lake 

of the fame name, which is an handfome piece of'Nater, running North- V·,T eH 

about four miles, and not more than one mile and an haif widc-1'. TL\'y 

then land at the Portage de Cerife, over which, and in rh(' face of a can· 

fiderable hill, the canoe and cargo are again tranfported for one thou

iand and fifty paces. This is onl y feparated [ro111 the fecond Portagt~ 

de Cerife, by a mud-pond (where there is plenty or water lilies), of a 

quarter of a mile in length; and this is again ieparated by a fimilar pond, 

from the lail Portage de Cerife, which is four hundred and ten paces. 

Here the fame operation is to be performed for three hundred and eighty 

paces. They next enter on the r-.1ountain Lake, running North-,\I\7eH 

by vVefl fix miles long, and about two miles in its greatefi breadth. In 

the centre of this lake, and to the right is the Old Road, by which I 

never paffed; but an adequate notion may be formed of it from the 

road I am going to defcribe, and which is univerfally preferred. This is 

£irfi, the fmall new portage over which every thing is carried for fix 

hundred and twenty-fix paces, over hills and gullies; the whole is then 

embarked on a narrow line of water, that meanders South- \'V eil about two 

miles and an half. It is necefTary to unload here, for the length of the 

canoe, and then proceed 'v\T eft half a mile, to the new Grande Portage, 

which is three thoufand one hundred paces in length, and over very rough 

ground, which requires the utmoft exertions of the men, and frequently 

lames them: from ~lence they approach the Rofe Lake, the portage of 

that 
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that name being oppofite to the junElion of the road from the Mountain 

Lake. They then embark on the Rofe Lake, about one mile from the 

Eafi end of it, and fieer \Vefi by South, in an oblique courfe, acrofs it 

two miles; then W ell-N orth-'Vefi palling the Petite Perche to the Mar

ten Portage three miles. In this part of the lake the bottom is mud and 

flime, with about three or four feet of water over it; and here I fre

quently {huck a canoe pole of twelve feet long, without meeting any other 

obHru&ion than if the whole were water: it has, however, a peculiar fuc

tion or attra&ive power, fo that it is difficult to paddle a canoe over it. 

There is a fmall fpace along the South {hare, where the water is deep, 

and this effeEl is not felt. In proportion to the diilance from this part, 

the fuaion becomes more powerful: I have, indeed been told that 

loaded canoes have been in danger of being [wallowed up, and have only 

owed their prefervation to other canoes, which were lighter. I have, 

myfe1f, found it very difficult to get away from this attra&ive power, with 

fix men, and great exertion, though they did not appear to be in any 

danger of {inking. 

Over againfi this is a very high, rocky ridge, on the South fide, called 

Marten Portage, which is but twenty paces long, and feparated from the 

Perche Portage, which is four hundred and eighty paces, by a mud-pond, 

covered with white lillies. From hence the courfe is on the lake of the 

fame name, Wefi-South-Weft three miles to the height of land, where 

the waters of the Dove or Pigeon River terminate, and which is one of the 

fources of the great St. Laurence in this dire&ion. Having carried 

the canoe and lading over it, fix hundred and feventy-nine paces, they 

embark 
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embark on the lake of Hauteur de Terre*, which is in the {bape of an 

horfe-fhoe. It is entered near the curve, and left at the extremity of 

the Wefiern limb, through a very fllallow channel, where the canoe 

paffes half loaded for thirty paces with the current, which leads through 

the fucceeding lakes and rivers, and difembogues itfelf, by the river 

Nelfon, into Hudfon's-Bay. The firH of thefe is Lac de pierres a fuftI, 

running Weft-South-Weft feven miles long, and two wide, and, making 

an angle at North-Weft one mile more, becomes a river for haifa mile, 

tumbling over a rock, and forming a fall and portage, called the Efcalier, 
"-

of fifty-five paces; but from hence it is neither lake or river, but pof. 

feffes the charaEter of both, and ends between large rocks, which caufc 

a current or rapid, falling into a lake-pond for about two miles and an 

half, Wefi-North-Wefi, to the portage of the Cheval du Bois. Here the 

canoe and contents are carried three hundred and eighty paces, between 

rocks; and within a quarter of a mile is the Portage des Gros Pins, 

which is fix hundred and forty paces over an high ridge. The oppofite 

fide of it is wafhed by a fmall lake three miles round; and the courfe is 

through the Eafi end or fide of it, three quarters of a mile N orth-Eafi, 

where there is a rapid. An irregular, meandering channel, between 

rocky banks, then fucceeds, for feven miles and an half, to the Maraboeuf 

Lake, which extends North four miles, and is three quarters of a mile 

wide, terminating by a rapid and decharge, of one hundred and eighty 

paces, the rock of Saginaga being in fight, which cauft:s a fall or about 

f.even feet, and a portage of fifty-five paces. 

• The route which we have been tr:lVt"lling hitherto, leads along the high \llLky hn.l or b.JI1k of 

take Superior on the left. The face of the country (Jfi~'rs a wild ICelll: of hU~1 hills ~nd I<xks, {"parated 

by !tony vallics, lakes, and ponds. \Yherever there i~ the !carl loil, it l~ v.ell cu\··:n:J with lr~eS. 

Lake 
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Lake Sa(·inaO'a takes its n21mes from its numerous Inands. Its g-reate£l 
b b '-' 

length from Eafi to Wen is about fourteen miles, with very irregular 

inlets, is no where more than three miles wide, and terminates at the [mall 

portage of La Roche, of forty-three paces. From thence is a rocky, 

flony paffage of one mile, to Priarie Portage, which is very improperly 

named, as there is no ground about it that anfwers to that defcrip. 

tion, except a fmall fpot at the embarking place at the Well end: 

to the Eafi is an entire bog; and it is with great difficulty that the 

lading can be landed upon fl:ages, formed by driving piles into the mud, 

and fpreading branches of trees over them. The portage rifes on a flony 

ridge, over which the canoe and cargo mull be carried for fix hundred 

zmd eleven paces. This is fucceeded by an embarkation on a fmall 

bay, where the bottom is the fame as has been defcribed in the Well end 

of Rare Lake, and it is with great difficulty that a laden canoe is worked 

over it, but it does not comprehend more than a diHance of two hundred 

yards. From hence the progrefs continues through irregular channels, 

bounded by rocks, in a vVeflerly courfe for about five miles, to the little 

Portage des Couteaux, of one hundred and fixty-five paces, and the 

Lac des Couteaux, running about South-Weft by Weft twelve miles, 

and from a quarter to two miles wide. A deep bay runs EaR three 

miles from the Well end, where it is difcharged by a rapid river, and 

after running two miles V\Tefi, it again becomes niH water. In this river 

are two carrying. places, the one fifteen, and the other one hundred 

and ninety paces. From this to the Portage des Carpes is one mile North. 

\tv ~fi, leaving a narrow lake on the EaR that runs parallel with the 

Lake des Couteaux, half its length, where there is a carrying-place, which 

is ufed when the water in the river Ian mentioned is too low. The 

Portage 
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Portage des Carpes is three hundred and ninety paces, from whence the 

water fpreads irregularly between rocks, five miles North-Weft and 
" 

South-Eafl to the portage of Lac Bois Blanc, which is one hundred and 

eighty paces. Then follows the lake of that name, but I think impro

perly fo called, as the natives name it the Lake pJ.fcau MincK 

Sagaigan, or Dry Berries. 

Before the [mall pox ravaged this country, and completed, what the 

Nodowafis, in their warfare, had gone far to accompliOl, the deflruc

tion of its inhabitants, the population was very numerous: this was alfo 

a favourite part, where they made their canoes, &c. the lake abounding 

in fifh, the country round it being plentifully fupplied with yarious kind~ 

of game, and the rocky ridges, that form the boundaries of the water .• 

covered with a variety of berries. 

When the French were in poffeffion of this country, they had fevera~ 

trading efiablifhments on the iflands and banks of this lake. Since that 

period, the few people remaining, who were of the Algonquin nation, 

could hardly find fubfifience; game having become fo [carce, that they 

depended principally for food upon fifh, and wild rice which grows 

fpontaneoufl y in there parts. 

This lake is irregular in its form, and its utlJ1..ofi extent from Eafi to 

Wefi is fifteen miles; a point ofIand, called Point au Pin, jutting into it, 

divides it in two parts: it ti-en makes a !econd angle at the Wefl: end, to 

the leffer Portage de Bois Blanc, two hundred pact's in length. This chan

nel is not wide, and is intercepted by feveral rapids in the courfe of a 

mile; 
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mile: it runs Wefi·North. Well to the Portage des Pins, over which the 

canoe and Jading is again carried four hundred paces. From hence 

the channel is alfo intercepted by very dangerous rapids for two miles 

vVefierly, to the point of Portage du Bois, which is two hundred and 

eighty paces. Then fucceeds the portage of Lake Croche one mile 

more, where the carrying-place is eighty paces, and is followed by an 

embarkation on that lake, which takes its name from its figure. It ex

tends eighteen miles, in a meandering form, and in a 'wefierly direaion; 

it is in general very narrow, and at about two-thirds of its length be

comes very contraEled, with a {hong current. 

Within three miles of the laft Portage is a remarkable rock, with 

a fmooth face, but fplit and cracked in different parts, which hang 

over the water. Into one of its horizontal chafms a great number of 

arrows have been {hot, which is faid to have been done by a war party 

of the Nadowafis or Sieux, who had done much mifchief in this 

country, and left thefe weapons as a warning to the Chebois or natives, 

that, notwithfianding its lakes, rivers, and rocks, it was not inacceffible 

to their enemies. 

Lake Croche is terminated by the Portage de Rideau, four hundred 

paces long, and derives its name from the appearance of the water, falling 

over a rockof upwards of thirty feet. Several rapids [ucceed, with intervals 

of Hill water, for about three miles to the Flacon portage, which is very 

difficult, is four hundred paces long, and leads to the Lake of La Croix, 

fa named from its lliape. It runs about North-Well: eighteen miles (0 the 

Be3ver .DJ.m, and then finks into a deep bay nearly EaR. The courfe to 

the 
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the Portage is Weft by North for fixteen miles more from the Beaver 

Dam, and into the Earl bay is a road which was frequented by the. 

French, and followed through lakes and rivers until they came to Lake 

Superior by the river Caminifliquia, thirty miles Eafi of the Grand 

Portage. 

Portage la Croix is fix hundred paces long: to the next portage is a 

quarter of a mile, and its length is forty paces; the river winding four 

miles to Vermillion Lake, which runs fix or feven miles North-North

Well, and by a narrow llrait communicates with Lake Namaycan, which 

takes its name from a particular place at the foot of a fall, where the 

natives fpear fiurgeon: Its courre is about North-North-Wefi and South. 

South-Eafi, with a bay running Eafi, that gives it the form of a triangle: 

its length is about fix teen miles to the Nouvelle Portage. The difcharge 

of the lake is from a bay on the left, and the portage one hundred and 

eighty paces, to which fucceeds a very fmall river, from whence there 

is but a !hort difiance to the next Nouvelle Portage, three hundred and 

twenty paces long. It is then nece{[ary to embark on a fwalTlp, or over

flowed country, where wild rice grows in great abundance. There is a 

channel or fmall river in the centre of this fwamp, which is kept with 

difficulty, and runs South and North one mile and a half, with deepening 

water. The courfe continues North-North-Wefi one mile to the Chau

diere Portage, which is caured by the dircharge of the waters running 

on the left of the road from Lake Naymaycan, 'rhich ured to be the 

common route, but that which I have defcribed is the [area as well as 

!honeH. From hence there is fome current though the water is wide 

fpread, and its courfe about North by Well three miles and an half to 

the 
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the LJC de Ia Pluie, which lies nearly Eafl: and \Vefl:; from thence 

about fifteen m;les is a narrow Chait that divides the land into two un

equal parts, from whence to its difcharge is a difl:ance of twenty-four 

miles. There is a dl"CP bay running N orth-Well on the right, that is 

not included, and is remarkable for furnifhing the natives with a l~ind of 

foft, red fiOllC, of which they make their pipes; it alfo affords an excel

lent fifhclY bolh in the fummer and winter; and from it is all eafy, fafe, 

and {hart fO'ad to the Lake du Bois, (which I il1all mention prefently) 

for the Indians to pafs in their fmall canoes, through a fmall lake and 

on a fmall river, whofe banks furnifh abundance of wild rice. The dif. 

charge of this lake is called Lake de la Pluie River, at whofe entrance 

there is a rapid, below which is a fine bay, where there had been an ex

tenfive pickettcd fort and building when po{[e{[ed by the French: the fite 

of it is at prefent a beautiful meadow, furrounded with groves of oaks. 

From hence there is a {hong current for two miles, where the water falis 

over a rock twenty feet, and, from the confequent turbulence of the 

water, the carrying-place, which is three hundred and twenty paces long, 

derives the name of Chaudiere. Two miles onward is the prelent 

trading eflabliil1ment, fituated on an high bank on the North fide of the 

river, in 48. 37. North latitude. 

Here the people from Montreal come to meet thofe who arrive from 

the Athabafca country, as has been already defcribed, and exchange 

lading with them. This is alfo the refidence of the firfi chief; or Sachem, 

of all the Algonquin tribes, inhabiting the different parts of this country. 

He is by diflinaion called Neaam, which implies perfonal pre.eminence. 

Here alfo the elders meet in council to treat of peace or war. 

This 
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This is one of the finefl: rivers in the North-Well, and runs a courfe 

Vefi and Eafi one hundred and twenty computed miles; but in taking its 

ourfe and difiance minutely I make it only eighty. Its banks are covered 

rith a rich foil, particularly to the North, which, in many parts, are 

lothed with fine open groves of oak, with the maple, the pine, and the 

eclar. The Southern bank is not fa elevated, and dilplays the maple, 

Ie white birch, and the cedar, with the fpruce, the alder, and various 

nderwood. Its waters abound in fifh, particularly the fiurgeon, which 

Ie natives both fpear and take with drag-nfts. But notwithfianding 

Ie promife of this foil, the Indians do not attend to its cultivation, 

lOugh they are not ignorant of the common procefs, and are fond of 

le Indian corn, when they can get it from us. 

Though the foil at the fort is a iliff clay, there is a garden, which, 

l1allifled as it is by manure, or any particular attention, is tolerably 

roduaive. 

\Ye now proceed to mention the Lake du Bois, into which this river dif

larges itfelf in latitude 49. North, and was formerly famous for the rich

~fs of its banks and waters, which abounded with whatever was necef

ry to a ravage life. The French had feveral fettlements in and about 

; but it might be almofi concluded, that fome fatal circum fiance had 

~firoyed the game, as war and the fmall pox had diminiilicd the inhabit

Its, it having been very unprodut:live in animals {inee the Britifh fub

as have been engaged in travelling through it; though it now ap .. 

~ars to be recovering its prifiine frate. The few Indians who inhabit 

h it 



, 
Iviii A GENERAL HISTORY 

it might live very comfortably, if they were not [0 immoderately fond 

of fpirituous liquors. 

This lake is alfo rendered remarkable, in eonfequence of the Americans 

having named it as the [pot, from which a line of boundary, between 

them and Britifh America, was to run Wefl, until it flruck the Miffiffippi ; 

which, howe\Ter, can never happen, as the K orth-Vvefl part of the 

Lake du Bois is in latitude 49.37. North, and longitude 94· 3 1 Wen, 

and the Northernmofl branch of the fouree of the Miffiffippi is in lati

tude 47. 38. North, and longitude 95. 6. Weft, afcertained by Mr. 

Thomfon, aHronomer to the N orth-Wefl: Company, who was rent ex

prefsly for that purpofe in the fpring of 1798. He, in the fame year, de

termined the Northern bend of the Miffifoury to be in latitude 47· 32• 

North, and longitude 101. 25. Well; and, according to the Indian ac

counts, it runs to the fouth of Well, fo that if the Miffifoury were even 

to be confidered as the Miffiflippi, no Wefiern line could {hike it. 

It does not appear to me to be clearly determined what courfe the 

Line is to take, or from what part of Lake Superior it {hikes through 

the country to the Lake du Bois: were it to follow the principal waters 

to their fource, it ought to keep through Lake Superior to the River 

St. Louis, and fo1l9w that river to its [ource; clofe to which is the [ource 

of the waters falling into the river of Lake la Pluie, which is a common 

route of the Indians to the Lake du Bois: the St. Louis paIres within 

a {bort difiance of a branch of the Miffiffippi, where it becomes na. 

vigable for canoes. This will appear more evident from confulting 

the 



OF THE FUR TRADE, &c. Iix 

le map; and if the navigation of the MifIifIippi is conudered as of 

ny confequence, by this country, from that part of the globe, fuch is 

le nearen way to get at it. 

But to return to our narrative. The Lake du Bois is, as far as I 

ould learn, nearly round, and the canoe courfe through the centre 

f it among a clufier of illands, fome of which are fo extenuve that 

~ey may be taken for the main land. The reduced courfe would be 

early South and North. But following the navigating courfe, I make 

he difiance feventy-five miles, though in a direEl: line it would fall 

·ery {hort of that length. At about two-thirds of it there is a fmall 

arrying-place, when the water is low. The carrying-place out of the 

:tke is on an ill and, and named Portage du Rat, in latitude 49.37. North 

.nd longitude 94!. Wen, it is about fifty paces long. The lake difcharges 

tfelf at both ends of this ifland, and forms the River Winipic, whIch 

:; a large body of water, interfperfed with numerous iilands, cauung 

rarious channels and interruptions of portages and rapids. In fome 

)arts it has the appearance of lakes, with Heady currents; I eflimatc 

ts winding courfe to the Dalles eight miles; to the Grand De
:harge twenty-five miles and an half, which is a long carrying-place for 

he goods; from thence to the little Decharge one mile and an half; 

:0 the Terre Jaune Portage two miles and an half; then to its galet 

eventy yards; two miles and three quarters to the Terre Blanche, near 

iVhich is a fall of from four to five feet; three miles and an half to Por

lage de L'Ifle, where there is a trading-pon, and, about eleven miles, 

:)n the North ill0re, a trading efiablifl1ment, which is the road, in boats, 

h 2 to 
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to Albany River, and from thence to I-Iudfon's Bay. There is alfo a 

communicali:)n with Lake Superior, through ,vhat is called the Nipigan 

country, that enters the Lake Winipic about thirty-five leagues EaR of the 

Grande Portage. In {hort, the country is fo broken by lakes and rivers, 

that people may find their way in canoes in any direCtion they pleafe. 

It i5 now Lhlf miles to Portage de L'ifle, which is but Chort, though 

ICveral canoes have been loa in attempting to run the rapid. From 

thence it is twenty-fix miles to Jacob's Falls, which are about fifteen feet 

high; and fix miles and an haifto the ''''oody point; forty yards from which 

is another Portage. They both form an high fall, but not perpendicular. 

From thence to another galet, or rocky Portage, is about two miles, 

which is one continual rapid and carcade; and about two miles further 

is the Chute a l'Efclave, which is upwards of thirty feet. The Portage 

is long, through a point covered with wood: it is fix miles and an half 

more to the barrier, and ten miles to the Grand Rapid. From thence, 

on the North fide, is a fafe road, when the waters are high, through fmall 

rivers and lakes, to the Lake du Bonnet, called the Pinnawas, from the 

man who difcovercd it: to the White River, fo called from its being, for 

a confiderable length, a fucceffion of falls and cataraas, is twelve miles. 

Here are feven portages, in fo filort a fpace, that the whole of them are 

difcernible at the fame moment. From this to Lake du Bonnet is fifteen 

miles more, and four miles acrofs it to the rapid. Here the Pinnawas 

road joins, and from thence it is two miles to the Galet du Lac du Bonnet. , 
from this to the Galet du Bonnet one mile and an half; thence to the Por-

tage of the fame name is three miles. This Portage is near half a league 

in length, and derives its name from a cuflom the Indians have of crown

ing nones, laid in a circle, on the highefi rock in the portage, with 

wreaths,. 
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wreaths of herbage and branches. There have been examples of men 

taking feven packages of ninety pounds each, at one end of the por

tage, and putting them down at the other witho,ut Hopping. 

To this, another [mall portage immediately fucceeds, over a rock 

producing a fall. From thence to tl~e fall of Terre Blanche is two miles 

and an half; to the firfl portage Des Eaux qui Remuent is three miles; 

to the next, of the fame name, is but a few yards diflant; to the third 

and laft, which is a Decharge, is three miles and an half; and from this 

to the laft Portage of the river one mile and an half ; and to the eflablifh

ment, or provifion houfe, is two miles and an half. Here alfo the French 

had their principal inland depot, and got their canoes made. 

It is here, that the prefent traders, going to great diflances, and where 

provifion is difficult to procure, receive a fupply to carry them to the 

. Rainy Lake, or Lake Superior. From the eflabIifhment to the entrance 

of Lake Winipic is four miles and an half, latitude 50. 37. North. 

The country, foil, produce, and climate, from Lake Superior to 

this place bear a general refemblance, with a predominance of rock 

and water: the former is of the granite kind. "Vhere there is any 

foil it is well covered with wood, fuch as oak, elm, afh of dif

ferent kinds, maple of two kincis, pines of various defcriptions, among 

which are what I call the cyprds, with the hickory, iron-wood, 

liard, poplar, cedar, black and white birch, &c. &c. Van quan

tities of wild rice are fetn tbroughout the country, which the natIves 

collett 



lxii A GENERAL HISTORY 

collea in the month of AuguR for their winter flores.'*' To the North 

of fifty degrees, it IS hardly known, or at leafl does not come to 

maturity. 

Lake \iVinipic is the great refervoir of feveral large rivers, and dif

charges itfelf by the River Nelfon into Hudfon's Bay. The firfl in 

rotation, next to that I have jufi defcribed, is the Affiniboin, or Red 

River, which, at the diflance of forty miles coafiwife, difembogues on 

the South-Well fide of the lake \Vinipic. It alternately receives thofe 

two denominations from its dividing, at the difiance of about thirty miles 

from the lake, into two large branches. The Eafiern branch, called the 

Red River, runs in a Southern direaion to near the head waters of the 

Miffiffippi. On this are two trading efiablifhments. The country on 

either fide is but partially fupplied with wood, and confifis of plains co

vered \\7ith herds of the buffalo and the elk, efpecially on the Wefiern 

fide. On the Eaflern fide are lakes and rivers, and the whole coun

try is well wooded, level, abounding in beaver, bears, moofe-deer, 

fallow-deer, &c. &c. The natives, Vd10 are of the Algonquin tribe, 

are not yery numerous, and are conudered as the natives of Lake Su

penor. This country being near the Miffiffippi, is alfo inhabited by the 

Nadowaus, who are the natural enemies of the former; the head of the 

water being the war-line, they are in a continual fiate of hofiility; and 

though the Algonquins are equally brave, the others generallyout-num

ber them; it is very probable, therefore, that if the latter continue to ven

ture out of the woods, which form their only proteaion, they will [oon 

.. Th: fruits arc, flrawberries, hurtleberries, plumbs, and cherries, hazlenuts, gov[t:bt:rries, cur

rants, rafpberrit.:s, poires, &c. 

be 

* 



OF THE FUR TRADE, &c. lxiii 

be extirpated. There is not, perhaps, a finer country in the ,',;orld for 

the refidence of uncivilifed man, than that which occupies the lpace be- . 

tween this river and Lake Superior. It abounds in every thing neceffary 

to the wants and comforts of fuch a people. Fifh, venifon, and fowl, 

with wild rice, are in great plenty; while;at the fame time, their fubfifl. 

ence requires that bodily exercife fo neceffary to health and vigour. 

This great extent of country was formerly ycry populous, but from 

the information I received, the aggregate of its inhabitants does not ex

ceed three hundred warriors; and, among the few whom I raw, it ap

peared to me that the widows were more numerous than the men. 

The rackooll is a native of this country, but is feldom found to the 

Northward of it. 

The other branch is called after the tribe of the Nadawafis, who her(~ 

go by the name of Affiniboins, and are the principal inhabitants of it-. 

It runs from off the North-North-vVefi, and, in the latitude of 51}. \Vefi, 

and longitude 103+. rifing in the fame mountains as the river Dauphin, 

of which I {hall fpeak in due order. They mull have feparated from 

their nation at a time beyond our knowledge, and live in peace with 

the Algonquins and Kni!leneaux. 

The country between this and the Red River, is almo!l: a continual 

plain to the Miffifoury. The foil is ldnd and gravel, with a flight 

intermixture of earth, and produces a {hort gra[,. l'rees are very 

rare; nor are there on the banks of the river fuHicient, except in 

particular {pots, to build houfes and fupply fire-wood for the trading 

eflablifhments 

• 
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eflabli01ments, of which there are four principal ones. Both there 

rivers are navigable for canoes to their [ource, without a Fall; though in 

rome parts there are rapids, cau[ed by occafional beds of hme-fione: 

and gravel; but in general they a fandy bottom. 

The Affiniboins, and forne of the Fall, or Big-bellied Indians, are the 

principal inhabitants of this country, and border on the river, occupying 

tlw centre part of it; that next LaLc Winipic, and about its [ource, being 

th' dation of the Algonquins and KniHeneaux, who have chofen it in pre

ference to their own country. They do not exceed five hundred fami

lies. They are not beaver hunters, which accounts for their allowing 

the divifion juil mentioned, as the lower and upper parts of this river 

have thole animals, which are not found in the intermediate difiriEt. 

They confine themfelves to hunting the buffalo, and trapping wolves, 

which cover the country. What they do not want of the former for 

raiment and food, they {ametimcs make into pemmican, or pounded 

meat, while they melt the fat, and prepare the Ikins in their hair, for 

winter. The wolves they never eat, but produce a tallow from their fat, 

and prepare their {kins; all which they bring to exchange for arms and 

ammunition, rum, tobacco, knives, and various baubles, with thore who 

go to traffic in their country. 

The Algonquins, and the Knifieneaux, on the contrary, attend to 

the fur-hunti~lg, fa that they acquire the additional articles of doth, 

blankets, &c. but their pamon for rum often puts it out of their power 

to [uppl :'/ themfel ves with real neceffaries. 

The 
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The next river of magnitude is the river Dauphin, which empties 

ltfelf at the head of St. Martin's Bay, on the ,"Vefl: fide of the Lake 

\Vinipic, latitude nearly 52. 15. North, taking its fource in the fame moun

tains as the "lafi-nlentioned river, as well as the Swan and Red-Deer 

River, the latter palling through the lake of the fame name, as well as 

:he former, and both continuing their courfe through the Manitoba Lake .. 

which, frOll1 thence, runs parallel with Lake Winipic, to within nine 

miles of the Red River, and by what is called the river Dauphin, 

:1ifembogues its waters, as already defcribed, into that lake. Thefe 

rivers are very rapid, and interrupted by falls, &c. the bed being generally 

~ocky. All this country, to the South branch of the Safkatchiwine, 

lbounds in beaver, moofe-deer, fallow-deer, elks, bears, buffalos, &c. 

The foil is good, and wherever any attempts have been made to raife 

:he efculent plants, &c. it has been found produEiive. 

On thefe waters are three principal forts for trade. Fort Dauphin, 

which was efiablifhed by the French before the conquefl. Red-Deer

River, and Swan-River Forts, with occafional detached poils from thefe. 

The inhabitants are the Knifieneaux, from the North of Lake Wini

pic; and Algonquins from the country between the Red River and 

Lake Superior; and {orne from the Rainy Lake: but as they are not 

fixed inhabitants, their number cannot be determined: they do not, ho\v

~ver, at any time exceed two hundred warriors. In general they are 

good hunters. There is no other confiderable river except the 

Safkatchiwine, which I !hall mention prefently, t.kat empties itfelf into 

the Lake Winipic. 

. 
! Tho{~ 
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Thofe on· the North fide are inconfiderable, owing to the comparative 

vieinity of the high land that feparates the waters coming this way, 

from thofe difcharging into Hudfon's bay, The courfe of the lake is 

about Wefi-N orth-vr efi, and South-South-EaH, and the Eafi end of it 

is in 50. 37. North. It contraBs at about a quarter of its length to a 

firait, in latitude 51. 45. and is no more than two miles broad, where the 

South fhor:e is gained through illands, and croffing various bays to the 

difcharge of the Safkatchiwine, in latitude 53. 15. This lake, in common 

with thore of this country, is bounded on the North with banks of black 

and grey rock, and on the South by a low, level country, occafional1y 

interrupted with a ridge or bank of lime-nones, lying in firatas, and rif

ing to the perpendicular height of from twenty to forty feet; thefe are 

covered with a fiuall quantity of earth, forming a level furface, which 

bears timber, but of a moderate growth, and declines to a fwamp. 

Where the banks are low, it is evident in many places that the waters 

are withdrawn, and never rife to thore heights which were formerly 

wafhed by them. 

The inhabitants who are found along this lake, are of the Knifie

neaux and Algonquin tribes, and but few in number, though game is not 

fcarce, and there is fifh in great abundance. The black bars is found 

there, and no further Weft; and beyond it 110 maple trees are feen, 
either hard or foft. 

On enteri.ng the SaIkatchiwine, in the courfe of a few miles the , 
great rapid interrupts the paibge. It is about three miles long. Through 

the greaten part of it the canoe is towed, half or full laden, according to 

the 
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the Hate of the waters: the canoe and its contents are then carried 

one thoufand one hundred paces. The channel here is near a mile 

wide, the waters tumbling over ridges of rocks that traverfe the river. 

The fouth bank is very high, rifing upwards of fifty feet, of the fame 

rock as feen on the South fide of the Lake Winipic, and the N ortlt 

is not more than a third of that height. There is an excellent fiurgeon

filliery at the foot of this carcade, and vall numbers of pelicans, cormo

rants, &c. frequent it, where they 'i,vatch to feize the fifh that may be 

killed or dirabled by the force of the waters. 

About two miles from this Portage the navigation is again inter

rupted by the Portage of the Roche Rouge, which is an hundred 

yards long; and a mile and an half frol11 thence the river is barred 

by a range of iilands, forming rapids between them; and through thefe 

it is the fame diflance to the rapid of Lake Travers, ,,,,-hich is four 

miles right acrofs, and eight miles in length. Then fucceeds the 

Grande Decharge, and feveral rapids, for four miles to the Cedar Lake, 

which is entered through a fmall channel on the left, formed by an 

iiland, as going rO,und it would occafion lors of time. In this dir

tance banks of rocks (fuch as have already been defcribed), appear at 

intervals on either fide; the rea of the country is low. This is the cafe 

along the South bank of the lake and the iilands, while the North fide, 

which is very uncommon, is level throughout. This lake runs fidl Weft 

four miles, then as much more Wefi-South-"Vell, acrofs a deep bay on the 

right, then fix miles to the Point de Lievre, and acrofs another bay again 

on the right; then North-Well eight miles, acrofs a Hill deeper bay on the 

right; and feven miles parallel with the North coafl, North.North-Wefi 

~ 2 through 
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throucrh iflands, five miles more to Fort Bourbon-7.·, fituated on a 
b 

[mall ifland, dividing this from Mud-Lake. 

The Cedar Lake is from four to twelve miles wide, exclufive of the 

bays. Its banl~s are covered with wood, and abound ill game, and its 

waters produce plenty of fifh, particularly the Hurgeon. 1 he 1'lud-. 

Lake, and the neighbourhood of the Fort Bourbon, abound with geefe;, 

ducks, {,vans, &c. and was formerly remarkable for a vaG number of 

martens, of which it cannot now boaU but a very fmall proportion. 

The Mud·Lake muG have formerly been a part of the Cedar Lake, but 

the immenfe quantity of earth and [and, brought down by the Safkatchi

wine, has filled up this part of it for a circumference whofe diameter is at 

leaR fifteen or twenty miles: part of which [pace is flill covered with a 

few feet ofwater, but the greatefi proportion is {haded with large trees, fuch 

as the liard, the fwamp-afh, and the willow. This land confifis of many 

jDands, which confequently form various channels, feveral of which are 

occafionally dry, and bearing young wood.. It is, indeed, more than pro.

bable that this river will, in the courfe of time, convert the whole of the 

Cedar Lake into a forefi. To the North·Well the cedar is not to be found .. 

From this lake the Safkatchiwine may be confidered as navigable to. 

near its [ourees in the rocky mountains, for canoes, and without a 

carrying-place, making a great bend to Cumberland Houfe, on Sturgeon 

Lake. From the confluence of its North and South branches its courfe 

* This was alfo a principal pon of the French, who gave it its name. 

o. 

1& 
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is Weilerl y; fpreading itfelf, it receives feveral tributary {hearns, and 

encompaffes a large track of country, which is level, particularly along 

the South branch, but is little known. Beaver, and other animals, 

whofe furs are valuable, are amongft the inhabitants of the North- Weft 

branch, and the plains are covered with buffalos, wolves, and fmall 

foxes; particularly about the South branch, which, however, has of late 

claimed fome attention, as it is now underHood, that where the plains 

terminate towards the rocky mountain, there is a fpace of hilly country 

clothed with wood, and inhabited alfo by animals of the fur kind. This 

has been aCtually determined to be the cafe towards the head of the 

North branch, where the trade has been carried tQ. about the latitude 

54 North, and longitude 114+. Well. The bed and banks of the latter, 

in fome few places, difcover a Hratum of free-fione; but, in general, 

they are compofed of earth and fand. The plains are {and and gravel, 

covered with fine grafs, and mixed with a fmall quanty of vegetable earth. 

This is particularly obfervable along the North branch, the Wefi fide of 

which is covered with wood. 

There are on this river five principal faCtories for the convenience of 

trade with the natives. Nepawi Houfe, South-branch Houfe, Fort

George Houfe, Fort-Auguflus I-Ioufe, and Upper Efiablifhment. There 

have been many others, which, from various caufes, have been changed 

for thefe, while there are occafionally others depending on each of 

them. 

The inhabitants l from the information I could obtain, are as fol. 

low: 

At 
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AOt Nepawi, and South-Branch Houfe, about thirty tents of Knifie G 

neaux, or ninety warriors; and fixty tents of Stone-Indians, or Affiniboins, 

who are their neiO'hbours and are equal to two hundred men: their b , 

hunting ground extends upwards to about the Eagle Hills. Next to 

them are thofe who trade at Forts George and Augufius, and are about 

eighty tents or upwards of Knifieneaux: on either fide of the river, their 

number may be tVlO hundred. In the fame country are one hundred and 

forty tents of Stone-Indians; not quite half of them inhabit the 'VeR 

woody country; the others never leave the plains, and their numbers 

cannot be lefs than fonr hundred and fifty men. At the Southern Head

waters of the North branch dwells a tribe called Sarfees, confiiling of 

about thirty-five tents, or one hundred and twenty men. Oppofite to 

thofe Eaflwanl, on the head-waters of the South Branch, are the Pica

neaux, to the number of frolTI twelve to fifteen hundred men. Next 

to them, on the fame water, are the Blood-Indians, of the fame nation as 

the laft, to the number of about fifty tents, or two hundred and fifty 

men. From them downwards extend the Black-Feet Indians, of the fame 

nation a.s the two Iail. tribes: their number may be eight hundred men. 

Next to them, and who extend to the confluence of the South and North 

vranch, are the Fall, or Big-bellied Indians, who may amount to about 

fix hundred warriors. 

Of all there different tribes, thofe who inhabit the broken country on 

the North- \Vefl fide, and the fource of the North branch, are beaver .. 

hunters; the others deal in provifions, wolf, buffalo, and fox !kins; and 

many people on the South branch do not trouble themfel ves to come near 

the 
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the trading ellablifhments. Thore who do, choofe fuch efiablifhments as 

are next to their country. The Stone-Indians here, are the fame people 

as the Stone-Indians, or Affiniboins, who inhabit the river of that name al

ready defcribed, and both are detached tribes from the Nadawafis, who in

habit the "VeHern fide of the Miffiffippi, and lower part of the Miffifoury. 

TheF all, or Big-bellied Indians, are from the South-Eaflward alfo, and 

of a people who inhabit the plains from the N ortb bend of the lafl men

tioned river, latitude 47. 32. North, longitude 101. 25. Weil, to the 

South bend of the Affiniboin River, to the numbe~ of feven . hundred 

men. Some of them occafionally come to the latter river to exchange 

dreffed buffalo robes, and bad wolf-n{ins for articles of no great 

value. 

The Picaneaux, Black-Feet, and Blood-Indians, are a difiina people, 

fpeak a language of their own, and, I ha ve reafon to think, are travel e 

ling North-vVefiward, as well as the others juG mentioned: nor have 

I heard of any Indians with whore language, that which they fpeak has 

any affinity. They are the people who deal in hades and take them 

upon the war-parties towards Mexico; from which, it is evident) that 

the country to the South-Eafi of them, con[lHs of plains, as thole 

animals could not well be conduCted through an hil~y and woody coun· 

try, interfeCled by waters. 

The Sarfees, who are but few in number, appear from their lan

guage, to come on the contrary from the North- \VeHward, and are 

of the fame people as the Rocky-Mountain Indians defcribed in my 

fecond 
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fecond journal, who are a tribe of the Chepewyans; and, as for the 

Knifleneaux, there is no quefiion of their having been, and continuing to 

be, invaders of this country, from the Eaaward. Formerly, they firuck 

terror into all the other tribes whom they met; but now they have loft 

the rerpea that was paid them; as thore whom they formerly confidered 

as barbarians, are now their allies, and confequently become better ac .. 

quainted with them, and )lave acquired the ufe of fire-arms. The 

former are Hill proud without power, and affea to confider the others 

as their inferiors: thofe confequently are extremely jealous of them, and, 

depending upon their own fuperiority in numbers, will not fubmit 

tamely to their infults; fo that the confequences often prove fatal, and 

the Knifleneaux are thereby decreafing both in power and number: 

fpirituous liquors alfo tend to their diminution, as they are infiigated 

thereby to engage in quarrels which frequently have the moa difaflrous 

termination among themfel ves. 

The Stone-Indians mua not be confidered in the fame point of view 

rerpeEting the Knifleneaux, for they have been generally obliged, 

from various caufes, to court their alliance. They, however, are 

not without their difagreements, and it is fometimes very difficult to 

compofe their differences. Thefe quarrels occafionally lclke place 

with the traders, and fometimes have a tragical conclufion. They gene

rally originate in confequence of fiealing women and horfes: they 

have great numbers; of the latter throughout their plains, which are 

brought, as has been obferved, from the Spanifh fettlements in 

Mexico; and many of them have been feen even in the back parts of 

this country, branded with the initials of their original owners names. 

Thofe 
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Thofe hOl'fes are' diIlinElly employed as beans of burden, and to chafe 

the buffalo. The former are not confidered as being of much value, 

as they may be purchaled for a gun, which coils no more than twenty .. 

one pounds in Great-Britain. Many of the hunters cannot be pur

chafed with ten, the comparative value, which exceeds the property of 

. any natIve. 

Of thefe ufeful animals no care whatever is taken, as when they are 

no longer employed, they are turned Ioofe winter and [ummer to pro .. 

vide for themfelves. Here, it is to be obferved, that the country, in 

general, on the '!Veil and North fide of this great river, is broken by 

. the lakes and rivers with fmall intervening plains, where the foil is good, 

and the grafs grows to fame length. To thefe the male buffalos refort 

for the winter, and if it be very revere, the females alfo are obliged to 

leave the plains. 

But to return to the route by which the progrefs Well and North is 

made through this continent. 

We leave the Saikatchiwine * by entering the river which forms the 

difcharge of the Sturgeon Lake, on whofe Eall bank is fituated Cumber

land haufe, in latitude 53. 56. North, longitude lC2. 15. The diIlance 

between the entrance of the lake and Cumberland houle is eHimated at 

twenty miles. It is very evident that the mud which is carried down by 

.. It may he proper to obferve, that the French had two fettl~ments upon the Sail:;.atchiwine, long 
before, and at the conqueft of Canada; the firft at the Pafquia, near Carrot River, and the other at 

Nipawi, where they had agricultural inftruments and wheel carria,;;~, ma:ks of both being found 
~bout thofe eftabliihments, where the foil is excellent. 

k the 
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the Safkatchiwine River, has formed the land that lies between it and the 

lake, for the difiance of upwards of twenty miles in the line of the river, 

which is inundated during one half of the {limmer, though covered with 

wood. This lake forms an irregular horfe··010e, one fide of which runs 

to the North-Weft, and bears the name of Pine-liland Lake, and the 

other known by the name already mentioned, runs to the EaH of North~ 

and is the largefi: its length is about twenty-feven miles, and its greaten: 

breadth about fix miles. The North fide of the latter is the fame kind 

of rock as that defcribed in Lake Winipic, on the Well: !hare. In lati

tude 54. 16. North, the Sturgeon-Weir River difcharges itfelf into this 

lake, and its bed appears to be of the fame kind of rock, and is almoll a 

continual rapid. Its direa courfe is about vVell by North, and with its 

windings, is about thirty miles. It takes its waters into the Beaver Lake, 

the South-'IV en: fide of which conGfis of the fame rock lying in thin 

firatas: the route then proceeds from iiland to iiland for about twelve 

miles, and along the North lliore, for four miles more, the whole being 

a North-vVefi courfe to the entrance of a river, in latitude 54.32. North. 

The lake, for this difiance, is about four or five miles wide, and abounds 

with fifh common to the country. The part of it upon the right of that 

which has been defcribed, appears more confiderable. The iflands are 

rocky, and the lake itfelf furrounded by rocks. The communication 

from hence to the Bouleau Lake, alternately narro-ws into rivers and 

fpreads into [mall lakes. The interruptions are, the Pente Portage, 

which is fucceeded by the Grand Rapid, where there is a Decharge, 

the Carp Portage, the Bouleau Portage in latitude 54. 50. North" in-

\ eluding a difiance, together with the windings, of thirty-four miles, 

in a 'Vefierly direction. The Lake de Boule-au then follows. This 

lake 
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la.ke might with greater propriety, be denominated a canal, as it 

is not more than a mile in breadth. Its courfe is rather to the 

Eafi of North for twelve miles to Portage de L'Ifie. From thence 

there is {tiU water to Portage d'Epinettes, except an adjoining rapid. 

The diftance is not more than four miles Vvefterl y. After croffing 

this Portage, it is not more than two miles to Lake Miron, which 

is in latitude 55. 7. North. Its length is about twelve miles, and its 

breadth irregular, from two to ten miles. It is only feparated from 

Lake du Chitique, or Pelican Lake, by a {hort, narrow, and fmall 

firait. That lake is not more than [even -miles long, and its courfe 

about North-Well. The Lake des Bois then [ucceeds-, the paffage to 

which is through [mal: lakes, feparated by falls and rapids. The 

firfi is a Decharge: then follow the three galets, in immediate fuc

ceffion. From hence Lake des Bois runs about twenty-one miles. 

Its courfe is South-South-Eafi, and North-North-Wefi, and is full of 

ifiands. The paffage continues through an intricate, narrow, winding, 

and !hallow channel for eight miles. The interruptions in this dillance 

are frequent, but depend much on the fiate of the waters. Having 

paffed them, it is neceffary to crofs the Portage de Traite, or, as it is 

called by the Indians, Athiquifipichigan Ouinigaln, or the Portage of 

the Stretched Frog-Skin, to the Miffinipi. The waters already defcribed 

diICharge themfelves into Lake \Vinipic, and augment thore of the 

:"iver Nelfon. Thefe which we are now entering are called the Miffinipi, 

or great Churchill River. 

All the country to the South and Eafi of this, within'the line of the 

progreis that has been defcribed, is interfperfed by lakes, hills, and 

rivers, and is full of animals, of the fur-kind, as well as the moore-deer. 

k 2 Its 
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Its inhabitants are the Knifieneaux Indians, who are called by the fer. 

vants of the Hudron's-Bay Company, at Yod;, their home-g.uards.l~){i 
" 

! 

The traders from Canada fucceeded for feveral years in getting the 

largeR proportion of their furs, till the year 1793, when the fervants of 

that company thought proper to fend people ·amongU them, (and why 

they did not do it before is bell known to themfel ves), for the pu rpofe 

of trade, and fecuring their credits, which the ~ndians were apt to forget. 

From the fhort difiance they had to come, and the quantity of goods 

they fup'plied, the trade has, in a great meafure, reverted to them, as the 

merchants from Canada could not meet them upon equal terms. What 

added to the lars of the latter, was the murder of one of their traders, 

by the Indians, about this period. Of there people not above eighty 

men have been known to the tradeTs from Canada, hut they confiH of a 

much greater number. 

The Portage de Traite, as has been already hinted, received its name 

from Mr. ]oleph Frobifher, who penetrated into this part of the country 

from Canada, as early as the years 177.4 and 1775, where he met with 

the Indians in the fpring, on their way to Churchill, accordincr to o. 
annual cullom, with their canoes full of valuable furs. They traded 

with him for as many of them as his canoes could carry, and in 

confequence of this tranraaion, the Portage received and has fince re-

:. tained its prerent appellation. He alfo denominated there waters the 

Englirh River. The MifIinipi, is the name which it received from 

the Knifieneaux, when they firU came to this country, and either de

firoyed or drove back the natives, whom they held in great contempt, 

on many accounts, but particularly for their ignorance in hunting 

the 
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the beaver, as well as in preparing, flretching, and drying the !kins of 

thofe animals. And as a fign of their derifion, they flretched the !kin of a 

frog, and hung it up at the Portage. This was, at that time, the utmoll 

extent of their conquefl or \\'arfaring-progrefs vVell, and is in latitude 

55- 25- North, and longitude 1°3+- vVelL The river here, which bears 

the appearance of a lake, takes its name from the Portage, and is full of 

iflands. It runs from Eafl to \\Tefl about fixteen miles, and is from 

fou r to five miles broad. Then fucceed falls and cafcades which form 

what is called the grand rapid. From thence there is a fucceffion of 

[mall lakes and rivers, interrupted by rapids and falls, viz. the Portage 

de BareeI, the Portage de L'Ille, and that of the Rapid Ri\'er. The 

courre is twenty miles from Eafl-South-Eafl to North-~~orth-Wefl. 

The Rapid-River Lake then runs \Yefl five miles, and is of an oval 

form. The rapid river is the difcharge of Lake la Ronge, where 

there has been an eflablifhment for trade from the year 1782. Since 

the fmall pox ravaged there parts, there have been but few inhabi

tants; thefe are of the Knifieneaux tribe, and do not exceed thirty 

men. The direa navigation continues to be through rivers and canals, 

interrupted by rapids; and the diflance to the firH: Decharge is four 

miles, in a Vi/eUerly direaion. Then follows Lake de la ~Iontagne, 

which runs South-South-Weft three miles and an half, then North fix 

miles, through narrow channels, formed by iflands, and continues 

North-North-vVeH five miles, to the portage of the [arne name, which 

is no fooner crafTed, than another appears in fight, leading to the Otter 

Lake, from whence it is nine miles v~r efierly to the (Jtter Portage, 

in latitude 55. 39. Between this and the Portage du Diable, are 

feveral rapids,· and the difrance three miles and an half. Then fuc. 

ceeds the lake of the fame name, running [roIn South-EaU to N orth-

V\'eflJ 
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Wefi, five miles, and Weft four miles and an half. There is then a fuc .. 

ceffion of fmalliakes, rapids, and falls, producing tke Portage des Ecors, 

Portage du Galet, and Portage des Morts, the whole comprehending a 

diHance of fix miles, to the lake of the latter name. On the left fide 

is a point covered with human bones, the relics of the fmall pox; which 

circumfiance gave the Portage and the lake this melancholy denomina

tion. Its courfe is South. vVeil fifteen miles, while its breadth does not 

exceed three miles. From thence a rapid river leads to Portage de 

Hallier, which is followed by Lake de L'Ifle d'Ours: it is, however, im

properly called a lake, as it contains frequent impediments amongfi its 

ifiands, from rapids. There is a very dangerous one about the centre of 

it, which is named the Rapid qui ne parle point, or that never fpeaks,; 

from its filent whirlpool-motion. In fome of the whirlpools the 

fuaion is fo powerful, that they are carefully avoided. .A.t fome dir-. 
tance from the filent rapid, is a narrow firait, where the Indians 

have painted red figures on the face of a rock, and where it was their 

cufiom formerly to make an offering of fome of the articles which they 

had with them, in their way to and from Churchill. The courfe in this 

lake, which is very meandering, may be eflimated at thirty-eight miles, 

and is terminated by the Portage du Canot Tourner, from the danger to 

which thofe are fubjea who venture to run this rapid. From thence a 

river of one mile and an half North- 'VeR courfe leads to the Portage de 

Bouleau, and in about half a mile to Portage des Epingles, fo called from 

the fharpners of its !lones. Then follows the Lake des Souris, the direc

tion acro(., which is amongft iflands, North-"Veil by Weft fix miles. In 

this traverfe is an ifiand, which is remarkable for a very large fione, in 

the form of a bear, on which the natives have painted the head and 

fnout 
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rnout of that animal; and here they alfo were formerly accufiomed to 

offer [acrifices. This lake is feparatcd only by a narrow firait from the 

Lake du Serpent, wnich runs North-North.\rdl feven miles, to a nar

row channel, that conneC1s it \',"ith <!r.other lake, bearing the fame name, 

and running the fame courre for elcyen miles, 'when the rapid of the fame 

denomination is entered on thl~ V\\'H Ede of the lake. It is to be remarked 

here, that for about three or four miles 'on the North-Well: fide of this 

lake, there is an high bank of clay and {and, clothed with cyprcfs trees, 

a circumll:ance which is not obfervable on any lakes hitherto mentioned, 

as they are bounded, particularly on the North, by black and grey rocks. 

It may alfo be confidered as a man extraordinary circum fiance, that the 

Chepewyans, go N orth-,\Vefl from hence to the barren grounds, which 

are their own country, without the affifiance of canoes; as it is well 

known that in every other part which has been defcribed, from Cumber

land Haufe, the country is broken on either fide of the direaion to a 

great extent: fa that a traveller could not go at right angles with any 

of the waters already mentioned, without meeting with others in every 

eight or ten miles. This will alfo be found to be very much the cafe 

in proceeding to Portage la Loche. 

The Ian mentioned rapid is 'upwards of three miles long, North-Weft 

by Well:; there is, however, no carrying, as the line and poles are fuffi

cient to drag and fet the canoe againfi the current. Lake Croclle is 

then croffed in a WeHerly direction of fix miles, though its whole length 

may be twice that dill:ance; after which it contracts to a river that 

runs Wefierly for ten miles, when it forms a bend:l which is left to the 

South 
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South, and entering a portion of its waters called the Gra[s River, whore 

meandering courfe is about fix miles, but in a direa line not more than 

half that length, where it receives its waters from the great river, which then 

runs WeHerly eleven miles before it forms the Knee Lake, whore direaion 

is to the North of Well. It is full of iflands for eighteen miles, and its 

greateR apparent breadth is not more than five miles. The portage of 

the fame name is feveral hundred yards long, and over large {lanes. Its 

latitude is 55. 50. and longitude 106. 30. Two miles further North is 

the commencement of the Croche Rapid, which is a fuccefIion of car

cades for about three miles, making a bend due South to the Lake 

du Primeau, whofe courfe is various, and through iilands, to the dir. 

tance of about fifteen miles. The banks of this lake are low, llony, 

and marlliy, whole grafs and rullies, afford fhelter and food to great 

numbers of wild fowl. At its Wefiern extremity is Portage la Puife, 

from whence the river takes a meandering courfe, widening and con

traCting at intervals, and is much interrupted by rapids. After a 

Wefierly courfe of twenty miles, it reaches Portage Pellet. From 

hence, in the courfe of [even miles, are three rapids, to which fucceeds 

the Shagoina Lake, which may be eighteen miles in circumference. 

Then Shagoina firait and rapid lead into the Lake of IOe a la Croife, in 

which the courfe is South twenty miles, and South-South-Well fourteen 

miles, to the Point au Sable; oppofite to which is the difcharge of the 

Beaver-River, bearing South fix miles: the lake in the difiance run, does 

not exceed twelve miles in its greatefi breadth. It now turns Well

South-vVefl, the ine a la Croife being on the South, and the main land 

on the North; and it clears the one and the other in the difiance 

of three miles, the water prefenting an open horizon to right and 

left: that on the left formed by a deep narrow bay, about ten leagues 
. 
In 
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In depth; and that to the right by what is called la Riviere Creufe, 

or Deep River, being a canal of frill water, v,,'hich is here four miles 

wide. On following the lail courfe, HIe a Ia Croffe Fort appears on a 

low ifihmus, at the diRance of five miles, and is in latitude 55· !!5. North, 

and longitude 1°7. 48. ,\iVefL 

This lake and fort take their names from tl:.e ifland jufl: mentioned, 

which, as has been already obferved, received it denomination from the 

game of the crofs, which forms a principal amu[ement among the 

natives. 

The fituation of this lake, the abundance of the £ineO: fifh in the 

world to be found in its waters, the richnefs of its furrounding banks and 

[orens, in moofe and fallow deer, with the vail numbers of the fmaller 

tribes of animals, whofe £kins are precious, and the numerous flocks of 

wild fowl that frequent it in the fpring and fall, make it a InoH defir~ 

able fpot for the conRant refidence of fome, and the occafional rendez

vous of others of the inhabitants of the country, particularly of the 

KniHeneaux. 

VVho the original people '\'lere that were driven from it, when con

quered by the Knifieneaux is not now known, as not a fingle vefiige re

mains of them. The latter, and the Chepewyans, are the only people that 

have been known here; and it is evident that the lail-mentioned confider 

themfelves as Grangers, and feldom remain longer than three or four years, 

without vifiting their relations and friends in the barren grounds, which 

they term their native country. They were for fometime treated by 

I the 
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. h II w lllem to hunt to the the Knifleneau:,: as enemIes; W 0 now a 0 

North of the track which has been defcribed, from Fort du Traite uP-. 

wards, but when they occafionally meet them, they inGa on contribu

tions, and frequently punifh refiRance with their arms. This is fometimes 

done at the forts, or places of trade, but then it appears to be a voluntary 

gift. A treat of rum is expeaed on the occaGon, which the Chepewyans 

on no other account ever purchafe; and thore only who have had fre

quent intercOUl-re '\,lth the Knifleneaux have any inclination to drink 

it. 

'iVhen the Europeans fira penetrated into this country, in 1777, the 

people of both tribes were numerous, but the fmall pox was fatal to them 

all, fo that there does not exiil of the one, at prefent, more than forty re

fluent fcHnilies; and the other has been from about thirty to two hun

(L-ed families. Thefe numbers are applicable to the conRant and lefs ambi

tious inhabitants, who are fatisfied with the quiet poffellion of a country 

affording, without riik or much trouble, every thing neceffary to their 

comfort; for fince traders have fpread themfelves over it, it is no more the· 

rendezvous of the errant Knifieneaux, part of whom ufed annually to re

turn thither from the country of the Beaver River, v,-hich they had ex

plored to its [ource in their war and hunting excurfions and as far as the· 

Saikatchiwine, where they [ometimes met people of their own nation, Wh0 

had profecuted fimilar conqueRs up that river. In that country they 

found abundance of fifh and animals, [uch as have been already defcribed, 

with the addition of the buffalos, who range in the partial patches of 

meadow fcattered along the rivers and lakes. From thence they re

turned in the fpring to the friends whom they had left; and, at the fame· 

time-
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'lime met with others who had penetrated, '\'ith the fame defigns, into the 

~thabafca country, which will be dcfcribed hereafter. 

The fpring was the period of this joyful meeting, when their time was 

occupied in feafting, dancing, and other paHimes, which were occa· 

fionally fllfpended for facrifice, and religious {clemnity: while the nar

ratives of their trayels, and the hinory of their ''v'ars, amufed and animated 

the fefiival. The time of rejoicing 'was but fi10rt, and was foon inter

rupted by the necdTary preparations for their annual journey to Churchill, 

to exchange their furs for [uch European articles as were now become 

neceffary to them. The fhortnefs of the feafons, and the great length 

of their way requiring the utmoa difpatch, the moa aClive men of the 

tribe, with their youngeR women, and a few of their children undertook 

the voyage, under the direClion of [orne of their chiefs, following the 

waters already defcribed, to their difcharge at Churchill FaClory, which 

are called, as has already been obferved, the Miffinipi, or Great 'Vaters. 

There they remained no longer than was fufficient to barter their 

commodities, with a fupernumerary, and a day or two to gratify them

rel ves with the indu1gence of fpirituous liquors. At the fame time the 

inconfiderab1e quantity they cou1d purchafe to carry a way with them, 

for a regale with their friends, was held facred, and referved to heighten 

the enjoyment of their return home, when the amufements, fefiivity, 

and religious folemnities of the fpring were repeated. The ufual time 

appropriated to thefe convivia1ities being completed, they feparated, to 

purfue their different objeEls; and if they were determined to go to wart 

they made the neceITary arrangements for their future operations. 

1 ~ But 
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But we l11uIl now renew the progrefs of the route. It is not more 

than two miles from Ine a la Croffe Fort, to a point of land whictt 

forms a che::l~ of that part of the lake called the Riviere Creufe, which 

preferves th:~ breadth alre~dy mentioned for upwards of twenty miles; 

then contraas to abou t two, for the difiance of ten miles more, when it 

opens to Lake Clear, which is very wide, and commands an open horizon, 

keeping the \YeH {hore for fix miles. The whole of the difiance men ... 

tioned is about North.\Vefi, when, by a narrow, crooked channel" turn

ing to the South of VVefi, the entry is made into Lake du Boeuf, which is 

contraaed near the middle, by a projeEting fandy point; independent of 

which it may be defcribed as from fix to twelve miles in breadth, thirty .. 

fix miles long, and in a N orth-Weft direEtion. At the North-Weft 

end, in latitude 56. 8. it receives the waters of the river la Lache, which,. 

in the fall of the year, is very !hallow, and navigated with difficulty 

even by half-laden canoes. Its water is not fufficient to form {hong 

rapids, though from its rocky bottom the canoes are frequently in con

fiderable danger. Including its meanders, the courfe of this river may 

be computed at twenty-four miles, and receives its £irfi waters from the

lake of the fame name, which is about twenty miles long, and fix wide;_ 

into which a [mall river flows, fufficient to bear loaded canoes, for

about a mile and an half, where the navigation ceafes; and the canoes,. 

with their lading, are carried over the Portage la Loche for thirteen, 
miles. 

This portage is the ridge that divides the waters which difcharge them-

[elves into Hudfon's Bay, from thofe that flow into the Northern ocean,. 

and is in the latitude 56. 20. and longitude 109. 15- Wen. It runs South 

Weft 
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\Vefl until it lores its local height between the Safkatchiwine and Elk 

Rivers; clofe on the bank of the former, in latitude 53. 36. North, and 

longitude 113. 45. \Vefl:, it may be traced in an Eafierly direaion toward 

latItude 58. 12. North, and longitude 103+' vVell, when it appears to 

take its courfe due North, and may probably r~ach the Frozen Seas. 

From Lake Ie Souris, the banks of the flvers and lakes difplay a 

fmaller portion of folid rock. The land is low and {lony, intermixed 

with a light, fandy foil, and clothed \\'ith wood. That of the Beaver 

River is of a more produaive quality: but no part of it has ever been 

cultivated by the natives or Europeans, except a fmall garden at the 

HIe a la Cro{fe, \'v'hich well repaid the labour beilo\"Td upon it. 

The Portage la Loche is of a level furface, in fome parts abounding 

with nones, but in general it is an entire fand, and covered with the 

cyprefs, the pine, the fpruce fir, and other trees natural to its foil. '\Vith

in three miles of the North-Weft termination, there is a fmall round 

lake, whore diameter does not exceed a mile, and \vhich affords a trif

ling refpite to the labour of carrying. Within a mile of the termina

tion of the Portage is a very fleep precipice, whore afcent and de[cent 

appears to be equally impraaicable in any way, as it conflfis of a fuccer

{jon of eight hills, fame of which are almofl perpendicular; neverthele[s, 

the Canadians contrive to furmount all thefe difficulties, even with their 

canoes and lading. 

This precipice, which rifes upwards of a thourand feet above the plain 

beneath it, commands a mofi extenfive, romantic, and ravifhing profpea. 

From 



A GENERAL HISTORY 

From thence the eye looks dO'\\'l1 on the courfe of the little river, by rome 
called the Swan river, and by others, the Clear-\Vater and Pelican river, 

beautifully meandering for upwards of thirty miles. The valley, which 

is at once refrefhed and adorned by it, is about three miles in breadth, and is 

confined by two lofty ridges of equal height, difplaying a morl delightful 

intermixture of wood and lawn, and firetching on till the blue mifl obfcures 

the profpea. Some parts of the inclining heights are covered with fiately 

foreLls, relieved by promontories of the fineR verdure, where the elk and 

buffalo find pafiure. Thefe are contraHed by fpots where fire has de

ilroyed the woods, and left a dreary void behind it. Nor, when I beheld 

this wonderful difplay of uncultivated nature, \\;as the moving fcenery of 

human occupation w;:ll1ting to complete the piaure. From this elevated 

fituatlon, I beheld my people, diminiilled, as it were, to half their llze, 

employed in pitching their tents in a charming meadow, and among the 

canoes, which, being turned upon their fides, prefented their reddened 

bottoms in contrail: with the furrounding verdure. At the fame time, 

the procefs of gumming them produced numerous fmall fpires of [moke" . 
which, as they rofe, enlivened the fcene, and at length blended with the 

larger columns that afcended from the fires where the fuppers were pre

paring. It was in the month of September when I enjoyed a [cene, of 

which I do not prefume to give an adequate defcription; and as it was 

the rutting feafon of the elk, the whiflling of that animal was heard 

in all the variety which the echoes could afford it. 

This river, which waters and refleas fuch enchanting fcenery, runs, 

including its windings, upwards of eighty miles, when it difcharcres 
o 

itfelf in the Elk River, according to the denomination of the natives, but 

commonly 
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commonly called by the white people, the Athabafca River, in latitude 

56. 42. North. 

At a [mall difiance from Portage Ia Loche, feveral carrying-places in

terrupt the navigation of the river; about the middle of which are fome 

n1ineral lprings, whofe margins are covered with fulphureous incrufia

tions. At the junEtion or fork, the Elk River is about three quarters of 

a mile in breadth, and runs in a neady current, fometimes contracring, 

but never increafing its channel, till, after receiving Ieveral fmall [hearns, 

it difcharges itfelf into the Lake of the Hills, in latitude 58. 36. North. 

At about twenty-four miles from the Fork, are fome bitumenous foun

tains, into which a pole of twenty feet long may be inferted without the 

lean refinance. The bitumen is in a fluid flate, and when mixed with 

gum, or the refinous fubHance colleCted from the fpruce fir, ferves to 

gum the canoes. In its heated Hate it emits a fmell like that of fea-coal. 

The banks of the river, which are there very elevated, difcover veins of 

the fame bitumenous quality. At a fmall difiance from the Fork, houfes 

have been ereCted for the convenience of trading with a party of the 

Knifieneaux, \rho vifit the adjacent country for the purpofe of hunting. 

At the diflance of about forty miles from the lake, is the Old Ella ... 

blifhment, which has been already mentioned, as formed by Mr. Pond 

in the year 1778-9, and which was the only one in this part of the world, 

till the year 1785' In the year 1788, it was transferred to the Lake of 

the Hills, and formed on a point on its Southern fide, at about eight 

miles from the difcharge of the river. It was named Fort Chepewyan, 

and is in latitude 58.38• North, longitude 110.26. 'Veil, and much 

better 
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b~t~-::r :1tuated for trade and fifhing, as the people here ha\'e recourfe ttl 

watc( for their fupport. 

This being the place which I made my head-quarters for eight years, 

and from whence I took my departure, on both, my expeditions, I fhall 

give fame accoqnt of it, with the manner of carrying on the trade there, 

and other circumfiances conneRed with it. 

The laden canoes which leave Lake la Pluie about the fira of Augufi, 

do not arrive here till the latter end of September, or the beginning of 
Oaober, when a neceffary proportion of them is difpatched up the Peace 

River to trade with the Beaver and Rocky-Mountain Indians. Others 

are fent to the Slave River and Lake, or beyond them, and traffic with 

the inhabitants of that country. A fmall part of them, if not left at the 

Fork of the Elk River, return thither for the Knifieneaux, while the 

refl of the people and merchandife remain here to carryon trade with 
" the Chepewyans. 

Here have I arrived with ninety or an hundred men without any 

proyifion for their Iufienance; for whatever quantity might have been 

obtained from the natives during the fummer, it could not be more 

than filfficient for the people difpatched to their different polls; and 

even if there were a cafual fuperfluit: r , it was abIolutely neceffary to 

pre[erve it untouched, for the demands of the fpring. The whole de

pendance, therefore, of thofe who remained, was on the lake, and fifhing 

implements for the means of our fupport. The nets are fixty fathom 

in length, when fet, and contain fifteen mefhes of fi rc inches in depth. 

The manner of ufing them is as follows: A [mall Ilone and wooden 

buoy 



OF THE FUR TRADE, &c. lx u , ;-: 
A.·' . 

buoy are faflened to the fide-line oppofite to each other, at about the dir. 

tance of two fathoms: when the net is carefully thrown into the water, 

the fione finks it to the bottom, while the buoy keeps it at its full ex

tent, and it is [ecured in its fituation by a fione at either end. The 

ilets are vifited every day, and taken out every other day to be cleaned 

and dried. This is a very ready operation when the waters are not 

frozen, but when the froll has ret in, and the ice has acquired its greatefl: 

thicknefs, which is fometimes as much as five feet, l~oIes are cut in it at 

the diflance of thirty feet from each other, to the full length of the net; 

one of them is larger than the refl, being generally about four feet [quare, 

and is called the bafon: by means of them, and poles of a propor

tionable length, the nets are placed in and drawn out of the water. 

The fetting of hooks and lines is [0 fimple an employment as to render 

a defcription unneceffary. The white fifh are the principal objeB: of 

purfuit: they fpawn in the fall of the year, ·and, at about the fetting 

in of the hard froft, crowd in {hoals to the filallow water, when as 

many as pollible are taken, in order that a portion of them may be laid by 

in the frofi to provide againfi the [carcity of winter; as, during that fearon, 

the filli of every defcription decreafe in the lakes, if they do not altogether 

clifappear. Some have fuppofed that during this period they are Hation

ary, or affume an inaElive nate. If there fhould be any intervals of 

warm weather during the fall, it is neceffary to fufpend the fifll Ly the 

tail, though they are not fo good as thofe which are altogether prer~r\'ed 

by the fron. In this fiate they remain to the beginning of Aprill when 

they have been found as {\veet as when they were caught.~~· 

.. This fifhery requires the moO: unremittino- :>.ttcntion, as tll.; '.'o\aR'inrr Cana(lians arc equally II! o . \."") .'"1 

<lolent, extravagant) and improvident, when left to the!l.Hv.;s, and rinl :]I\! Ll"';ig~S in a neglect of 

\be morrow. 

m Thus> 
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Thus do thefe voyagers live, year after year, entirely upon fi{h, with

out even the quickenill; fla\'our of faIt, or the variety of any farinaceous: 

root or vegetable. Salt, however, if their ll~<~)its had not rendered it 

unneceffary, might be obtained in this country to the Wefiward of the 

Peace River, where it lares its name in that of the Slave River, from the 

numerous faIt-ponds and fprings to be found there, which will fupply in 

any quantity, in a nate of concretion, and perfealy white and clean. 

'''hen the Indians pars that way they bring a final! quantity to the fort", 

with other articles of traffic. 

During a G10rt period of the fpring J.nd fall, great numbers of wild 

fowl freqllent this country, wil:ch prove a very gratifying food after fuch 

a long privation of flefh-meat. It is remarkable, however, that ~he Ca

nadians who frequent the Peace, Safkatchiwine, ~nd Affiniboin rivers. 

and live alto.gether on venifon, have a lefs heSllthy appearance than thore . 

whofe fufienance is obtained from the waters. At the fame time the' 

fcurvy is wholly unknown among them. 

In the fall of the year the natives meet the traders at the forts, where 

they barter the furs or provifions which they may have procured: they 

then obtain credit, and proceed to hunt the beavers, and do not return 

till the beginning of the year; when they are again fitted out in the 

fame manner and come back the latter end of March, or thy' beginning. 

of April. They are now unwilling to repair to the beaver hunt until the 

waters are clear of ice, that they may kill them with fire-arms, which 

the Chepewyans are aver[e to employ. The major part of the lattet· 

retUl n to the barren grounds, and live during the fummer with their 

relations, 

• 
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relations and friends in the enjoyment of that plenty v:hich is derived 

from numerous herds of deer. But thofe of th~;~~ tl:ibe who C!re Inoa 

partial to thefe defarts, cannot remain there in wir:ter, and they are 

obliged, with the deer, to t;}kc fhdter in the woods during that rigorous 

feafon, when they contrive to kill a few beavers, and fend them by young 

men, to exchange for iron utenfils and ammunition. 

Till the year 1782, the people of Athabafca tent or carried their furs' 

regularly to Fort Churchil1, Hudfon's Bay; and lome of them have, fince 

that time, repaired thither, notwithfianding they could have provided 

themfelves with all the neceffaries which they required. The difference 

of the- pri~e fet on goods here and 'at that fa£[ory, made it an objea' 

with the Chepewyans, to undertake a journey of five or fix months, in 

the courfe of which they w~re reduced to the moll painful extremities, 

and often -loft their lives [rotn hunger and fatigue. At prefent, however~ 

this traffic is in a great meafure difcontinued, as' they were obliged 

to expend' in the courfe of their journey, that very ammunition: which 

was its moll alluring objea. ;'[1' 

c ; 

- . 
,,", "-

Sonle Account of the I~llisten:eallx~ Indians. 

THESE people are fpread over a vaft extent of country. Theil' 

language is the fame as that of the people who inhabit the coaft of 

m ~ Briti!h 
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Britifh America on the Atlantic, with the exception of the Efqui

maux*, and continues along the eona of Labrador, and the gulph and 

banks of St. Laurence to I\10ntreaI. The line then follows the Uta was. 

river to its fource; and continues from thence nearly VVefl along the 

high lands which divide the waters that fall into Lake Superior and 

l-Iudfon's Bay. It then proceeds till it {hikes the middle part of the 

river \Vinipic, following that water through the Lake "Vinipic, to the 

difcharge of the San~atchiwine into it; from thence it accompanies 

the latter to Fort George, when the line, {hiking by the head of 

the Beaver River to the Elk River, runs along its banks to its dir

charge in the Lake of the Hills; from which it may be carried 

back Eafi, to the IOe a ]a Croffe, and fo on to Churchill by the 

Miffinipi. The whole of the traa between this line and Hudfon's 

Bay and Straits, (except that of the Efquimaux in the latter), may 

be raid to be exc1ufively the country of the Knifieneaux. Some of 

them, indeed, have penetrated further \Veft and South to the Red 

River, to the South of Lake Winipic, and the South branch of the 

SaIkatchiwine. 

They are of a moderate nature, well proportioned, and of great 

aaivity. Examples of deformity are [eldom to be feen among them .. 

Their complexion is of a copper colour, and their hair black, which 

is common to all the natives of North America. It is cut in vari~ 

ous forms, according to the fancy of the feveral tribes, and by fome is 

'-

• The fimilarity between thtir I~nguage, an~ that of the Algonquins, is an unequivocal proof 

that they are the fame people. SpeCImens of thelr refpeilive tongues will be hereafter given. 

left 
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left in the long, lank, flow of nature. They very generally extraEl: 

their beards, and both {exes manifefl a dirpofition to pluck the hair from 

every part of the body and limbs. Their eyes are black, keen, and 

penetrating; their countenance open and agreeable, and it is a principal 

objeB: of their vanity to give e\'ery pollible decoration to their perrous. 

A material article in their toilettes is vermilion, which they contrall: 

with their native blue, white, and brown earths, to which charcoal is 

frequently added. 

Their drers is at once fimple and commodious. It conlifis of tight 

leggins, reaching near the hip: a {hip of cloth or leather, called 

affian, about a foot wide, and five feet long, whore ends are drawn 

inwards and hang behind and before, over a belt tied round the 

lNaill for that purpofe: a clore vell or {hirt reaching down to the 

"former garment, and cinB:ured with a broad llrip of parchment faflened 

with thongs behind; and a cap for the head, confining of a piece of 

fur, or fmall {kin, with the bruili of the animal as a fufpended orna

ment: a kind of robe is thrown occafionally over the whole of the 

drefs, and ferves both night and day. Thefe articles, v,;ith- the ad

dition of {hoes and mittens, conllitute the variety of their appare1. 

The materials vary according to the feafon, and confifi of dreffed 

moo[e-fkin, beaver prepared with the fur, or European woollens .. 

The leather is neatly painted, and fancifully worked in fome parts with 

porcupine quills, and moore-deer hair: the {birts and leggins are a1fo 

adorned with fringe and taffeIs; nor are the [hoes and mittens with

cut fomewhat of appropriate decoration, and worked with a con

iiderable degree of {kill and ta£ie. The[e habiliments are put on, how-

ever, 
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ever, as fancy or convenience fuggefls; and they "viII fometimes 

proceed to the chafe in the feverefl fron~ coverc-d only w:th the flightefi 

of them. Their head-drefTes are compored of tiL' feathers of lhe fwan, 

the eagle, and other birds. The teeth, horns, and claws of different 

animals, are aHa the oecaGonal ornaments of the head and neck. 

Their hair, however arranged, is always befmeared with greafe. The 

mabng of every article of dreIs is a femcJe occupation; and the WDInen, , 

thOU2"h bv no means inattentive to the decoration of their own per-
{) . 

fons, appear to hJ.ve a fEll greater degree of priJe in attending to the 

appearance of the men, whore faces are painted with more care than 

thore of the women. 

The female dreIs is formed of the [arne materials as thore of the other 

fex, but of a different make and arrangement. Their {hoes are commonly 

plain, and their leggins gartered beneath the knee. The coat, or body 

covering, falls down to the middle of the leg, and is fafiened over the 

fhoulders with cords, a flap or cape turning down about eight inches, 

both before and bebind, and agreeably ornamented with quill-work and 

fringe; the bottom is a1fo fringed, and fancifully painted as high as 

the knee. As it is very loore, it is enclofed round the waifl: with a Iliff 

belt, decorated with taffels, and fafiened behind. The arms are covered 

to the wria, with detached fIeeves, which are rewed as far as the bend 

of the arm; from thence they are drawn up to the neck, and the cor

ners of them fall down behind, as low as the wain. The cap, when 

they wear one, confifis of a certain quantity of leather or cloth, fewed 

at one end, by which means it is kept on the head, and, hanging down 

the 
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the back, is faRened to the belt, as ·well as under the chin. The 

upper garment is a robe like that worn by the men. Their hair is di

vided on the crown, and tied behind, or fometimes fafiened in large knots 

over the ears. They are fond of European articles, and prefer them 

to their own native commodities. Their ornaments confifl in common 

with all ravages, in bracelets, rings, and fimilar baubles. Some of the 

women tatoo three perpendicular lines, which are fometimelt double: 

one from the centre of the chin to that of the under lip, and one parallel 

on either fide to the corner of the mouth. 

Of all the natIOns which I have feen on this continent, the Knifie

neaux women are themofi comely. Their figure is generally well pro

portioned, and the regularity of their features would be acknowledged 

by the more civilized people of Europe. Their complexion has lefs of 

that dark tinge which is common to thore favages who have lers cleanly 

habits. 

There people are, in general, fubjea to few diforders. The lues 

venerea, however, is a common complaint, but cued by the applica

tion of fimples, with whofe virtue'! they appear to be well acquaint

ed. They are alfo fubjeB: to fluxes, and pains in the breafl, which 

fame have attributed to the very cold and keen air v;hich they inhale; 

but I {bould imagine that thefe complaints mun frequently proceed 

fr~m their immoderate indulgence in fat meat at th·~ir fcaLls) particubrly 

when they have been preceded by long faIling. 

They are naturally mild and affable, as well as jufi in their deal-
. 
mgs) 
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ings, not only among themfelves, but with flrangers*. They are alfo 

generous and hofpitable, and good-natured in the extreme, except when 

their nature is perverted by the inflammatory influence of fpirituous 

liquors. To their children they are indulgent to a fault. The father, 

though he affumes no command over them, is ever anxious to in

firuCt them in all the preparatory qualifications for war and hunt· 

ing; while the mother is equally attenjve to her daughters in 

teaching them every thing that is confldered as neceffary to their 

charaCler and fituation. It does not appear that the hufband makes 

any diHinHion between the children of his wife, though they may be 

the offspring of different fathers. Illegitimacy is only attached to thore 

who are born before their mothers have cohabited with any man by the 

title of hufband. 

It does not appear, that chafiity is confidered by them as a virtue; 

or that fidelity is belit>ved to be effential to the happiners of wedded 

Efe. Though it fometimes happens that the infidelity of a wife is 

pu~i{hed by the hufband with the lors of her hair, noie, and perhaps 

life; fuch feverity proceeds from its having been praaifed without his 

permiffion: for a temporary interchange of wives is not uncommon; 

and the offer of their perfons is confidered as a neceffary part of the 
hofpitality due to {hangers. 

"rhen a man lofes his wife, it is confidered as a duty to marry her 

.. Thn' have been called thie,' 'S b t hI' . h . n' 
. " . t: '. U ,~en tnt nee can Wit JU1Ilce be attributerl to them, 
It rna) be traced 10 then connection wlth the ci\'ilized people who come into tht:ir country to 
!f.lffi( • 

filler, 
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fifler, -if {he has one; or he nlay, if he pleafes, have them both at the 

[arne time. 

It will appear from the fatal confequences I have repeatedly imputed 

to the ufe of fpirituous liquors, that I more particularly confider 

there people as having been, morally fpeal;:ing, great fufferers from 

their communication with the fubje8s of civilized nations. At the 

fame till1e they were not, in a {late of nature, without their vices, 

and fome of theln of a kind \\'hich is the moa abhorrent to cul

tivated and reflecting man. I !hall only obIerve that inceH: and befiiality 

are among them. 

\Vhen a young man marries, he immediately goes to live with the 

father and mother of his wife, \\,ho treat him, neverthelers, as a perft'ct 

{hanger, till after the birth of his fira child: he then attaches himrelf 

luore to them than his own parents; and his wife no longer gives him 

any other denomination than that of the father of her child. 

The profeffion of the men is 'war and hunting, and the more ac

tive fcene of their duty is the field of battle, and the chare in the 

wo-ods. They alfo fpear fifh, but the management of the nets is 

left to the women. The females of this natIon are in the fame 

fubordinate flate with thofe of all other favage tribes; but the 

feverity of their labour is much diminifhed by their fitualion on 

the banks of lakes and rivers, where they employ canoes. In 

the winter, when the waters are frozen, they make tr.(."1r JOUl-nies, 

which are never of any great length, \\ ilh flctl:~cs fl1.1\\,.11 h\- dogs. 

n They 
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They are, at the fame time fubjea to every kind of domeHic drudgery: 

they drefs the leather, make the clothes and {hoes, weave the nets, collect 

wood, erect the tents, fetch water, and perform every culinary fervice; fo 

that when the duties of maternal care are added, it will appear that 

the life of thde women is an uninterrupted fucceffion of toil and pain. 

This, indeed, is the fen[e they entertain of their own fituation; and, 

under the influence of that fentirnent, they are fometimes kno,rll to 

den roy their female children, to [ave them from the rniferies which they 

themfelves have fuffered. They alfo have a ready way, by the ufe of 

certain fimples, of procuring abortions, which they fometimes praElife, 

from their hatred of the father, or to fave themfelves the trouble which 

children occafion: and, as I have been credibly informed, this unna

tural act is repeated without any injury to the health of the women 

who perpetrate it. 

The funeral rites begin, like all other folemn ceremonials, with [mok

ing, and are concluded by a fcall. The body is dreffed in the ben habili

ments poffeffed by the deceafed, or his relations, and is then depofited 

in a grave, lined with branches: fame domeflic utenfils are placed on 

it, and a kind of canopy ereEled over it. During this ceremony, great 

lamentations are made, and if the departed perfon is very much regretted 

the near relations Cllt off their hair, pierce the flefhy part of theIr thighs 

and arms with arrows, knives, &c. and blacken their flces with charcoal. 

If they have diflinguifiled themfelves in 'far, they are fometimes laid on a 
kind of fcaffolding; and I ha\'e been informed that women, as in the 

Eafi, have been known to facrifice themfelves to the manes of their 

hulbands. The whole of the property belonging to the departed perfon 
. 
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is deflroyed, and the relations take in exchange for the wearing apparel, 

any rags that will cover their nakednefs. The fearl berlowed on the 

occafion, which is, or at leafl ufed to be, repeated annually, is accompa

nied 'with eulogiums on the deceaffci, and without any aRs of ferocity. 

On the tomb are carved or painted the fymboIs of his tribe, which are 

taken from the different animals of the country, • 

l\1any and various are the motives which induce a favage to engage 

in war. To prove hi~ courage, or to revenge the death of his r la

tions, or fome of his tribe, by the maffacre of an enemy. If the tribe 

feel themfelves called upon to go to war, the elders convene the people, 

in order to know the general opinion. If it be for war, the chief pub

lifhes his intention to fmoke in the facred fiem at a certain period, to 

wRith folemnity, meditation and failing are required as preparatory ce

remonials. When the people are thus affembled, and the meeting fanc

tified by the cufl:onl of fmoking, the chief enlarges on the caufes which 

have called them together, and the necefIity of the meafures propofed 

on the oecaGon. He then invites thofe who are willing to fol

low him, to fmoke out of the facred Hem, which is conGdered as the 

token of enrolment; and if it fhould be the general opinion, that 

affifl:ance is nece{fary, others are invited, with great formality, to join 

them. Every individual who attends thefe Ineetings brings fomething 

with him as a token of his warlike intention, or as an object. of Iacrifice, 

which, when the afIembly dii[olvcs, is fufpended from poles near the 

place of council. 

They have frequent [ealls, and partIcular circuml1ances neyer fail to 

n 2 produce 
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produce them;- fuch as a tedious illnefs, long failing, &c. On there 

occafions it is ufual for the perfon who means to give the entertainmt'nt, 

to announce his defign, on a certain day, of opening the medicine bag 

and fmoking out of his facred Hem. This declaration is confidered as a 

facred vow that cannot be broken. There are alfo ilated periods, fuch 

as the fpring and autumn, when they engage in very long and folemn 

ceremonies. On thefe occafions dop's are offered as [acrifices, and thofe o 

which are very fat, 2nd milk.white, are preferred. They alfo make large 

offerings of their property, whatever it may be. The fcene of thefe ce

remonies is in an open inclofure on the bank of a river or lake: and in 

the mon confpicuous fituation, in order that fuch as are pafTing along or 

travelling, may bE' induced to make their offerings. There is alfo a par .. 

ticular cufiom among them, that, on tl~e[e occaGons, if any of the tribe, 

or even a firangt'r, fhould be palling by, and be in real want of any 

t11ing that is difplayed as an offering, he has a right to take it, [0 that 

he replaces it with fome article he can fpare, though it be of far inferior 

value: but to take or touch any thing \\'antonly is conGdered as a facri

legious aa, and highly infulting to the gre<lt l\1afier of Life, to ufe 

their own exprellion, who is the facred objeR of their devotion. 

The [cene of private [acrifice is the lodge of the perfon who performs 

it, which is prepared for th:tt purpore by removing every thing out of it, 

and fpreading green branches in every part. The fire and a01es 

are alfo taken away. A new ht'arth is made of [relli earth, and another 

fire is lighted. The owner of the dwelling remains alone in it; and he 

begins the ceremony by fpreading a piece of new cloth, or a well-dreffed 

moofe-Ikin neatly painted, on which he opens his medicine-bag and 

expores 

./ 
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expofes its contents, confifling of various articles. The principal of 

them is a kind of houfehold god, wl- ich is a fmall carved image about 

eight inches long. Its firfl covering is of down, over which a piece of 

beech bark is clofely tied, and the whole is enveloped in feveral folds of 

red and blue cloth. This little figure is an objeEt of the mon pious re~ 

gard. The next article is his war· cap, which is decorated with the fea

thers and plumes of fcarce birds, beavers, and eagle's claws, &c. There 

is alfo fufpended from it a quill or feather for every enemy whom the 

owner of it has {lain in battle. The remaining contents of the bag are, 

a piece of Brazil tobacco, feveral roots and fimples, \rhich are in great 

eHimation for their medicinal qualities, and a pipe. Thefe articles being 

all expofed, and t~e fiem relling upon two forks, as it muil not touch 

the ground, the mailer of the lodge fends for the perron he moil eneems, 

who fits down oppofite to him; the pipe is then filled and fixed to the 

fiem. A pair of wooden pincers is provided to put the fire in the pipe, and 

a double-pointed pin, to empty it of the remnant of tobacco which is not 

confumed. This arrangement being made, the men affemble, ar:d fome· 

times the women are allowed to be humble fpe8ators, while the mofl re

ligious awe and folemnity pervades the whole. The l\lichiniwais, or 

Affiflant, takes up the pipe, lights it, and prefents it to the oHiciating 

pedon, who recei-:es it £landing and holds it between both his hands. He 

then turns hlmfelf to the LaH, and draws a few whiffs, which he blows to 

that point. The fame ceremony he obferves to the other three quarters, 

with his eyes direaed upwards during the \\'hole of it. He holds the 

fiem about the middle between the three fidt fingers of both hands, and 

railing them upon a line with his forehead, he fwings it three times 

... round from the EaH, with the fun, when, after pointing and balancing it 
. 
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in various 2ireClions, he rCiJO[c:, it on the forks: he then makes a Ireech 

to exr}ain the de[]gn of their being called together, which concludes 

with an acknowledgment of pan: mercies, and a prayer for the continu

ance of them, from the ~.1aiter of Life. He then fits down, and the whole 

company declare their approbation and thanks by uttering the word ho! 

with an empha[ic prolongation of the laH letter. The I\iichiniwais then 

takes up the pipe and holds it to the mouth of the officiating perfon, 

who, after [making three ,vhiffs out of it, utters a !hart prayer, and then 

goes round with it, taking his courfe from EaU to vVeil, to every perf on 

prefent, ,d10 individually fays fomething to him on the Qccafion: and 

thus the pipe is generally fmoked out; when, after .turning it three or 

four times round his head, he drops it downwards, and replaces it. in 

its original fituation. " He then returns the company thanks for their 

attendance, and willies them, as well as the whole tribe, health and long 

life. 

Thefe Dl10king rites precede every matter of great importance, \vith 

more or Iefs ceremony, but always with equal folemnity. The utility of 

them will appear from the following relation. 

If a chief is anxious to know the dirpofition of his people towards him, 

or if he willies to fettle any difference between them, he announces his 

intention of opening his medicine-bag and fmoking in his facred Hem; 

and no man who entertains a grudge againfl any of the party thus affem

bled can fmoke with the [acred Item; as that ceremony diITipates all dif

ferences, and is never violated. 

No 
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No one can avoid attending on thefe occafions; but a perron may 

attend and be excufed from allifling at the ceremonies, by acknowledg .. 

ing that he has not undergone the neceffary purification. The having 

cohabited with his wife, or any other woman, within twenty-four hours 

preceding the ceremony, renders him unclean, and, confequently, dif

qualifies him from i)crforming any part of it. If a contract is entered 

int 0 and folemnifcd by the ceremony of [moking, it never fails of being 

faithfully fulfilled. If a pt'rfon, previous to his going a journey, leavei 

the facred Hem as a pledge of his return, no confideration whatever will 

prevent him from executing his engagement. * 

The chief, when he propofes to make a fean, fends quills, or fmall 

picces of wood, as tokens of invitation to fuch as he ",iOles to partake of 

It. At t}l-: appointed time the guefis arrive, each bringing a difh or 

platter, and a knife, and take their feats on each fide of the chief, who re

ceives them fitling, according to their relpectivc ages. The pipe is then 

lighted, and he makes an equal divifion of every thing that is pro

vided. While the company are enjoying their meal, the chicf fings, 

and accompanies his fong with the tambourin, or fhiilliquoi, or 

rattle. The guefl who has firH: eaten his portion is confidercd as 

the moil: diflinguillied perron. If there fhould be any ,vho cannot 

finial the whule of their ll1efs, they endcavour to prevail on fome of 

their friends to eat it for them, ,-;ho are rewarded for their affifiancc 

with ammunition and tobacco. It is proper alfo to remark, that at 

* It is however to be lamented, that of late there is a relaxation of the duties originally attached 
to there feftivals. 

there 
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there [eans a fmall quantity of meat or drink is iacrificcci, before th~y 

begin to eat, by throwing it into the fire, or on the earth. 

There fearls differ according to circumfiancls; fometi111es each !i:an·s 

allowance is no more than he can difpatch in a couple of hours. At 

other times the quantity is fufficient to [uppl y each of them wiLh food 

for a week, though it mufl be devoured in a day. On there oecaGons 

it is very difficult to procure fubUitutes, and the \\ hole mufi be eaten 

whatever time it may require. At fome of thefe entertainments there 

is a more rational arrangement, when the guefls are allowed to carry 

home with them the fuperfluous part of their portions. Great care is 

always taken that the bones may be burned, as it would be confidered 

a profanation were the dogs permitted to touch them. 

The public feafis are conducted in the f~llne manner, but with fome 

additional ceremony. Several chiefs officiate, at them, and procure the 

neceffary provifions, as well as prepare a proper place of reception 

for the numerous company. Ifere the gueHs dircourfe upon public 

topics, repeat the heroic deeds of their forefathers, and excite the riling 

generation to follow their example. The ~ntertainments on there occa

fions confifi of dried meats, as it would not be praEticable to drefs a 

fufflcient quantity of freill meat for fuch a large aIfembly; though the 

'women and children are excluded. 

Similar feafis ured to be made at funerals, and annually, in honour of 

the dead; but they have been, for fome time, growing into dlfufe, and 

I neyer had an opportunity of being prefent at any of them. 

The 

'f 
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The women, who are forbidden to enter the places facred to there 

fefiivals, dance and fing around them, and fometimes beat time to the 

mufic witlii,n them; which forms an agreeable contrafi. 

With refpea to their divifions of time, they compute the length of 

their journies by the number of nights paffed in performing them; and 

they divide the year by the fucceffion of moons. In this calculation, 

however, they are not altogether correCt" as they cannot account for the 

odd days. 

The names which they give to the moons are defcriptive of the feveral 

feafons. 

May Atheiky 0 Pifhim 

June - - Oppinu 0 Pifhim 

July - - Aupafcen a Pilliim 

Auguft - Aupahou 0 pifhim 

September Wafkifcon 0 Pifhim 

Oaober - Wifac 0 Pifhim 

- Frog-Moon. 

- The Moon in which birds 

begin to lay their eggs. 

- The Moon when birds caft 

their feathers. 

- The Moon when the young 

birds begin to fly. 

- The Moon when the moore

deer call their horns. 

- The Rutting-Moon. 

November Thithigon Pewai a Pifhim - Hoar-Fron-~Ioon. 

Kufkatinayoui 0 Pilliim - Ice-Moon. 

December Pawatchicananafis 0 PiOlinl - Whirlwind-Moon. 

January - Kulhapawaflicanum 0 Pifhim Extreme cold rvloon. 

o February 
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February ~ Kichi Pifi1im 

lVlarch 

April 

Ml'C}" '11'1' '" lull'r\l'm ~ '.' _IL- 1. 

Big Moon; fame fay, Old 

Moon. 

Eagle 1\100n. 

Goore-Moon. 

., , 

Thefe people know the medicinal virtues of many herbs and fimpJes, 

and apply the roots of. plants and the bark of trees with [uccefs. But 

the conjurers, ,'/ho monopolize the medical fcience, find it neceifary 

to blend myflery 'with their art, and do not communicate their know

ledge. Their materia medica they adminifier in the form of purges 

and dyfiers; but the remedies and furgical operations are fuppofed. to 

derive much of their eITcE: from magic and incantation. When (\·blifier 

rifes in the foot from the froft, the chaffing of the {hoe, &c. they im

mediately open it, and apply the heated blade of a knife to the p.art, 

which, painful as it may be, is found to be efficacious. A {harp flint 

ferves them as a lancet for letting blood, as well as for fcarification in 

bruifes and fwellings. For fprains, the dung of an animal juR killed is 

confidered as thebefl remedy. They are very fond of European medi. 

cines, though they are ignorant of their application: and thofe articles 

form a confiderable part of the European traffic with them. 

Among their v~rious fuperflitions, they believe that the vapour which 

is feen to hover over moin and fwampy places, is the fpirit of fome perfon 

lately dead. They alfo fancy another fpirit which appears; in the fllape 

of a man, upon the trees near the lodge of a perron deceared, whofe pro

perty has not been interred with them. He is reprefented as bearing'a 

gun in his hand, and it is believed that he does not return to his refl: till the - , 
property that has been withheld from the grave has been facrificed to it. 

, 

Examples 
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Examples of the KniJieneaux and Algonquin Tongues. 

KniIleneaux. Algonquin~ 

Good Spirit Ki jai Manitou Ki jai Manitou. 
Evil Spirit Matchi manitou Matchi manitou. 
Man - Ethini - Inini. 
Woman - Erquois - Ich-quois. 
Male Nap hew - Aquoifi. 
Female - Non-genre Non-genre 
Infant - A' wafh ifh - Abi nont-chen. 
Head - Us ti quoin .. 0' chiti-goine. 
Forehead Es caa tick o catick. 
Hair - Wes ty-ky - WindEs. 
Eyes - Es kis oeh .. Ofkingick. 
Nofe .. Ofl<iwin O'chengewan"e. 
Nofirils - ' 00 tith ee go mow Ni-de-ni-guom. 
Mouth o toune o tonne. 
My teeth Wip pit tah Nibit. 
Tongue .. Otaithani O-tai-na-ni. 
Beard - Michitoune - Omichitonn. 
Brain With °i tip Aba-e winikan. 
Ears .. o tow ee gie - O-ta wagane. 
Neck o qui ow .. O'quoi gan. 
Throat .. - o koot tas gy Nigon daganc. . ,. 
Arms o nifk - - o nic. 
Fingers .. Che chee Ni nid gines. 
Nalls - ;'Vos kos fia Os-kenge. 
Side , ~ \' : - D's {pig gy Opikegan. 
My back No pis quan - Ni-pi quoini. 
My belly - Nattay .. Ni my fat. 
Thighs o povam Obouame 
My knees " .. No che quoin nah Ni gui tick. 
Legs Nofl( - Ni gatte. 
Heart .. " o thea Othai. 
My father , .. Noo ta wie NofEli. 

"-

My mother - Nigah wei - Nigah. 
My boy (fan) . -Negoufis NigOll1(r::~ 
My girl (daughter) Netanis -', . (' 1\ lC,:nll'), 

o 2 l\1y 
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My brother, elder - Ni fiefs 
My filler, elder - Ne mirs 
IvI)' grandfather - Ne moo {hum 
My grandmother N' 0 kum 
1\1y uncle N' o'ka mii's 
1\1 y nephew - N e too fi m 
My niece - Ne too urn erquois 
My mother in Jaw - Nifigoufe 
My brother in Jaw - Nifiah 
My companion Ne wechi w-agan 
My hufband - Ni nap pem 
Blood Mith coo 
Old l\1an - Shi nap _ 
I am angry Ne kis fi wanl en 
I fear - Ne goos tow 
Joy - Ne hea tha tom 
Hearing Pethom 
Track - Mis conna 
Chief, great ruler - Haukimah 
Thief - - Kifmouthelk 
Excrement - Meyee 
Buffalo - Moufiouche 
Ferret - Sicrous 

\' 
Polecat Shlcak 
Elk - Moufiouche 
Rein deer - Attick 
Fallow deer - Attick 
Beaver - Amifk 
Wool verine Qui qua katch 
S9.uirrel - Ennequachas 
MInx Sa quarue 
Otter - Nekick 
Wolf - ftt1ayegan 
Hare Wapouce 
Marten Wa ppiflan 
Moofe Moufwah 
Bear Mafqua 
Fifher Wijafk 

Algo:1quin. 

- Nis-a-ven. • _ Nimifain. 
_ Ni-mi-chomifs. 

N o-co-mifs. 
- Ni ni michomen. 
- Ne do jim. 
- Ni-do-jim equois. 

Ni figoufirs. 
Nitah. 
Ni-wit-c hi-wao-an. 

• b 
- Nl na bern. 

Mifquoi. 
Aki win Ie. 

- Nil' katiffiwine. 
- NifeR gufe.-

Mamoud gikifi. 
- Oda -wagan. 

Pemi ka wois. 
- Kitchi onodis. 
- Ke moutilke. 
- Moui. 
- Pichike. 
- Shingoufs. 

Shi.kftk. 
Michai woi. 

- Atick. 
- Wa wafquefh. 

Arnie. 
- Quin quoagki. 

Otchi ta mOUe 

Shaugouch. 
Ni guick. 

- Maygan. 
Wapouce. 
Wabichinfe. 
Monfe 
Macqua. 
~Od-jirck. 

Lynx 



Lynx 
Porcupine 
Fox 
Mull" Rat 
Moufe 
Cow Buffalo 
Meat-flefh 
Dog 
Eagle 
Duck 
Crow, Corbeau 
Swan 
Turkey 
Pheafants 
Bird 
Outard 
White Goofe 
Grey Goofe 
Partridge -
Water Hen 
Dove 
Eggs 
Pike or Jack 
CC\rp 
Sturgeon -
Vvhite Fifh 
Pikrel 
Fifh (in general) 
Spawn 
Fins 
Trout 
Craw Fifh 
Frog 
Wafp 
Turtle 
Snake 
Awl 
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Knifleneaux. 

- Picheu 
- Cau quah 
- Ma kifew 
- Wajall<. 
- Abicufhifs 
- N o£hi Mouflouche 

'Vias 
- Atim 
- Makufue 

Sy Sip 
- Ca Cawkeu 

Wapifeu 
- Mes fei thew 

Okes kew 
Pethefew 
Nifc~g 
Wey Wois 

- Pefiafifh 
- Pithew 

Chiquibifh 
Omi Mee. 

- Wa Wah 
Kenonge 

- Na may bin 
NaMay 

- Aticaming 
Oc-chaw 

- Kenonge 
Waquon 

- Chi chi kan 
- Nay goufe 
- A {hag gee 
- Athick 
- Ah moo 
- Mikinack 
- Kinibick 
.. Ofcajick 

Algonquin. 

Pechou. 
Kack. 
'iV agouche. 
Wawjack. 
Wai wa be gou noge. 
N ochena pichik. 
Wi-afs. 

- Ani-moufe. 
- Me-guiffiso 

Shi-fi p. 
Ka Kak. 
Wa-pe-fy. 
MifIiffay. 

- Ajack. 
- Pi-na-fy. 

Nic kack. 
Woi wois. 
Pos ta kin~. 
Pen ainfe. 

- Che qui bis. 
o mi-mis. 

- Wa Weni. 
- Kenonge. 

Na me bine. 
Na Maiu. 

- Aticaming. 
Ohga. 

- KI-CO~lS. 
- Wa quock.-

o nidj-igan. 
N a Mrn Goufe. 
A ch<l !\.ens chacque. 
o ma ka kiD 

- Amon. 
Mi- ki-nack. 

- Ki nai hick. 
- Ma-gofe. 

Needle 
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Needle 
Fire Steel 
Fire wood 
Cradle 
Dagger 
Arrow 
Fifh Hook 
Ax 
Ear-bob 
Comb 
Net 
Tree 
Wood 
Paddle 
Canoe 
Birch Rind 
Bark 
Touch'Vood 
Leaf 
Grafs 
Rafpberries 
Strawberries 
Allies 
Fire 
Grapes 
Fog 
Mud 
Currant 
Road 
Winter 
Bland 
Lake 
Sun 
I\1oon 

Day 
Night 
Snow 
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Kni!l:eneaux. 

Saboinigan 
- Appet 

Mich-tah 
Teckinigan 
Ta comagau -
Augufk or Atouche 
Quofquipichican 
Shegaygan 
Chi-kifebifoun 
Sicahoun 
Athabe 
l\liflick 
Mifiick 
Aboi 
Chiman 
Wafquoi 
Wafquoi 
Poufagan 
Nepefhah 
11Clrquofi _ -
Mifqui-meinac 
(:'-tai-e minac 
Pccouch 
Scau tay _ 
Shom<:>nac _ 
PakifhihoVl 
Arus ki 
Kifijiwin 
Mefcanah 
Pipoun 

- Miniflick 
Sagayigan 
Pifim 

Algonquin. 

Sha-bo nigan. 
Scoutecgan. 
Miffane. 
Tickina.gan. 

.- Na-ba-ke-gou-man. 
Mettic ka nouins. 
Maneton Miquifcane. 
vVagagv~tte. 
Na be clu be foull. 
Pin ack wan. 
Affap. 
l\1iti-coum .. 
Mitic. 
Aboui. 
S-chiman. 
vVig nafs. 
On.,na-guege. 
Sa-ga-tagan. 
Ni-biche. 
I\lafquofi. 
I\1ifqui meinac. 
O'-tai-e minac. 
Pengoui. 
Scou tav. 
Shomel;ac. 
A vVinni. 
A Shif1~i. 
Ki fi chi- woin. 
Mickanan .. 
Pipone. 
Minifs. 
Sagayigan. 
Kijis. _ 

- Tibifca pefim (the night 
Sun -

- Kiglgah 
Tibifca 
Counah 

Dibic kijifs. 
Kigi gatte. 

- Dibic kawte. 
So qui po. 

Rain 



Rain 
Drift 
Hail 
Ice 
}'rofl 
Mill 
Water 
\i\T orld 
Mountain 
Sea 
Morning 
Mid-day 
Portage 
Spring 
River 
Rapid 
Rivulet 
Sand 
Earth 
Star 
Thunder 
"Vind 
Calm 
Heat 
Evening 
North 
South 
EaU 
'Vefl 
To-morrow 
Bone 
Broth 
FeaR 

-. 

Greafe or oil 
Marrow fat 
Sinew 
Lodge 
Bed-
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Knilleneaux. Algonquin. 

Kimiwoin . Ki mi wainio 
Pewan Pi-wDine. 
Shes eagan Me qua menfan. 
Mefquaming ~1e quam. 
Aquatin Gas-ga-tin. 
Picafyaw - An-quo-et. 
Nepec - - Ni-pei. 
Meffe afl(y (all the earth) Miffi aehki. 
V'/ aehee '" atchi vee 
Kitchi kitehi ga ming - Kitehi-kitchi ga mingo 
Kequifhepe - Ki-ki-jep. 
Abetah quifheik Na ock quoi. 
Unygam Ouni-gam. 
MenouICaming Mino ka mingo 

o. Sipee Sipi. 
Bawafiick Ba wetick. 

, - Sepeefis Sipi wes chin. 
Thocaw N e gawe. 

- Afkee Ach ki. 
Attack Anang. 
Pithufeu Ni mi ki. 
Thoutin No tine 
Athawofiin A-no-a-tine. 
Quilhipoi Aboyce. 
Ta kafhike O'n-a- guche. 
Kywoitin Ke woltir;al,~. 
Sawena woon ShQ-wa-na-wang. 
ColliawcaHak vVa-ba-no-notjne. 
Paquifimow Panguis-chi-mo. 
Wabank v\ a-banc}'. 

t) 

Ofkann Oc-l~ann. 
Michim waboi '1 hahoub. 
Ma qua fee "Yi con qui ,vine. 
Pimis PI mi-tais. 

_ Orean pimis Ofka-pimitais. 
Afstis AttiCs. 

. Wig-waum Wi-gui-wam. 
N e pa win N \:: pai wine. 

vVithin 
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'Vithin 
Door 
Difh 
Fort 
Sledge 
CinEture 
Cap 
Socks 
Shirt 
Coat 
Blanket 
Cloth 
Thread 
Garters 
M;ttens 
Shoes 
Smoking bag 
Portage fling 
Strait on 
Medicine 
Red 
Blue 
vVhite 
Yellow 
Green 
Brown 
Grey, &c. 
Ugly -
Handf()me 
Beautiful 
Deaf 
Good-natured 
Pregnant 
Fat 
Bill' -
Sn~all or little 
Short 
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Knifieneaux. Algonquin. 

Pendog ke - Pendig. 
Squandam Scouandam. 
Othagan - 0' na gann. 
"Tafgaigan - Wa-kuigan. 
Tabanafk - Otabanac. 
Poquoatehoun - Ketche pifou. 
Anotin - Pe matinang. 

- Afhican - A chi-gan. 
- Pa packeweyan - Pa pa ki weyan. 
- Papife-co-wagan - Papife.co-wagan. 
- Wape weyang - Wape weyan. 

Maneto weguin Maneto weguin. 
- Affabab - A.ffabab. 
- Chi ki-bifoon - Ni gaike-tafe befoun. 
- Ailiffack Medjicawine. 
- Mafkifin - Makifin. 
- Kufquepetagan Kafquepetagan. 

Apifan Apican. 
- Goi afk Goi-ack. 
- Mas ki kee Macki-ki. 
- Mes coh Mes-cowa. 
- Kafqutch (fame as black) O-jawes.cowa. 

Wabifca - - Vvabifca. 
Saw waw - O-jawa. 
Chibatiquare Ojawes-cowa. 

- Mache na goufeu 
CatawafIireu 
Kim Sawenogan 
Nima petom 
Mithiwafhin 

- Paawie 
Outhineu 

- Mufhikitee 
- Abifafheu 
- Chemafifh 

O'jawes-cowa. 
O'j a wes-cowa. 

- Mous-counu-goufe. 
Nam biffa. 
Ouoi Natch. 
"'" Ka ki be chai. 
Onichifhin. 
AndJioko. 
Oui-nj-noe. 
Mefsha. 
Agu-chin. 
Tackofi. 

Skin 
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Kniitencaux. Algonquin. 

Skin Wian Wian. 
Long Kinwain Kiniwa. 

Strong l\lafca \'~' a { Mache-cawa. 
Mas cawife. 

Cov/ard Sagatahaw Cha-goutai-ye. 
vVeak Nitha minew eha-gouG. 
Lean Mahta waw Ka wa caftofa. .. 
Brave - Nima Guflaw Son qui taige. 
Young man Ofquineguifh Ofkinigui. 
Cold - Killin Killinan. 
Hot Kichatai Kicha tai. 
Spring Minoufcaming Minokaming. 
Summer Nibin Nibiqui. 
Fall Tagowagonk Tagowag. 
One Peyac Pecheik. 
Two Nifheu Nige. 
Three Nifhtou Nis-wois. 
Four Neway Ne-au. 
Five Ni-annan Na-nan. 
Six Negoutawoefic Ni gouta waswois. 
Seven Nifh woific Nigi-was-wois. 
Eight - Jannanew ,- She was wois. 
Nine Shack Shang was wois. 
Ten Mitatat Mit-affwois. 
Eleven Peyac ofap MitaHwois;; hachi, pe ... 

cheik. 
Twelve Nifheu ofap - Mitaffwois, hachi, nige. 

L 

Thirteen Nichtou ofap Mitaff wois, hachi, nif-. 
WOlS. 

Fourteen Neway ofap Mitaffwois, hachi, ne-au. 
Fifteen - Niannan ofap - MitaH,vois, hachi,nanan. 
Sixteen Nigoutawoefic ofap M i ta£lwois, hachi, ne-

gOlHa \\"afwois. 
Seventeen Nifh woeuc ofap MitafI\\"ois, hachi, Dlgi 

wafwois. 
Eighteen - Jannanew ofap Mitaff wois, hachi, fhi-

·wafwois. 
Nineteen Shack afap MitaITw<;>is, hachi, Chang 

as WOIS. 

p T',\"ent\,-
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Twenty 
Twenty-one 

Twenty-two, &c. 

Thirty 
Forty 
Fifty 
Sixty 

Seventy 
Eighty 
Ninety 
Hundred 
Two Hundred 

One thoufand 

Firfl: 
Lall: 

Nifheu mitenah 
Nifhe\"! mitenah peyJc 

ofap - -
Nifheu mitenah nifhew 

ofap -
Nifhtou mitenah 
Neway mitenah 
Niannan mitenah 
Negoutawoific mitenah 

NiOnvoific mitenah 
- Jannaeu mitenah 

~hack mitenah 
Mitana mitinah 
N efhew mitena a mite- } 

nah -
Mitenah mitena mite-} 

nah _ 
Nican 
Squayatch 

More 
Better 
Bell: 

- Minah 

I, or me 
You, or thou 
They, or them 
¥/e 
My, or mine 
Your's 
Who 
Whom 
What 
His, or her's 
All 
Some, or fome few 
The fame 
All the world 
All the men 

- Athiwack mithawafhin 
- Athiwack mithawafhin 

Nitha 
Kitha 
Withawaw 
Nithawaw 
Nitayan~ 
Kitayan 

Awoine 

Otayan 
Kakithau 
Pey peyae 
Tabefeouteh 
rvliffi acki wanque 
Kakithaw Ethi nyock 

/'.!':;11:1L{Ull!: 

NiO'eta-nan. o 

l'~igeta nan, hachi, pe
chic. 

Nifwois rnitanan. 
Neau mitanan. 
Nanan mitanan. 
Nigouta was wois mi-

tanan. 
Nigi was wois mitanan. 
She was wois mitanan. 
Shang was wois mitanan .. 
Ningoutwaek. 

Nige wack. 

Kitehi-wack. 

Nitam. 
Shaq uoiyanque. 
Awa chi min. 
A waehimin 0 niehi {hen.. 
Kitchi 0 niehi £hin. 
Nin. 
Kin. 
Win na wa .. 
Nina wa. 
Nida yam. 
Kitayam. 
Auoni. 
Kegoi nino 
Wa. 
Otayim mise 
Kakenan. 
Pe-pichic. 
Mi ta yoche. 
Mifhiwai aIky. 
Miffi Inini wock. 

Mor~' 
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Knifl:eneaux. Algonquin. 

More - Mina Mina wa. 
Now and then - N annigoutengue. 
Sometimes - I as-cow-puco 
Seldom - Wica-ac-ko. 
Arrive Ta couchin - Ta-gouchin. 
Beat Otamaha Packit-ais. 
To burn l\1iHafcafoo - Icha-quifo. 
To fing Nagamoun - Nagam. 
To cut Kifquifllan Qui qui jan. 
To hide Catann - Cafo tawe. 
To cover Acquahoun - A co na ounec 
To believe Taboitam - Tai boitam. 
To fleep - Nepan Ni pann. 
To difpute Ke ko mi towock Ki quaidiwine .. 
To dance Nemaytow Nimic 
To give Mith Mih. 
To do Ogitann O-gitoune. 
To eat Wiffinee Wiffiniwin. 
To die - Nepew . - Ni po wen. 
To forget Winnekifkifew Woi ni mi kaw~ 
To fpeak - Athimetakcoufe - Aninntagou{fe~ 
To cry (tears) - Mantow Ma wi. 
To laugh - Papew Pa-pe. 
To fet down - Nematappe N a matape win. 
To walk Pimoutais Pemouffai. 
To fall - Pa~kifin - Panguifhin. 
To work Ah tus kew Anokeh. 
To kill - Nipahaw Niflli-woes. 
To fell - Attawoin - Ata wois. 
To live Pimatife Pematis. 
To fee Wabam Wab. 
To come Afiamoteh Pitta-fi-moufs. 
Enough - - Egothigog Mi mi nic. 
Cry (tears) Manteau Ambai rna wita. 
It hails Shiuagan Sai faigaun. 
There is - } Aya wa . Aya wan. There is [orne 

p2 II 
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K IIi flencaux. 

It rains 
After to-morrow -
To-day 

Ouimiwoin 
Awis wabank 
Anoutch 
Ketoi Thereaway 

Much 
Prefcwtly 
Make, heart 
This morning 
This night 
Above 
Below 
Truly 
Already 
Yet, more 
Yefierday 
Far 
Near 
Never 
No 
Yes 
By-and-bye 
Always 
Make haRe 
Its Ion g fince 

Michett 
Pichirqua 
Quithipeh 
Shebas 
Tibifcag 
Efpiming 
Tabaffifh 
Taboiy 
Saillay 
Minah 
Tacoufhick 
\Yathow 
Ouiil1iwoac 
Nima wecatch 
Nima 

- Ah 
Pa-nima 

- Ka-ki-kee 
- Ouethepeh 

Mewaifha 

Algonquin. 

- Oui mi woin. 
Awes wabang. 

- Non gum. 
Awoite. 

- Ni bi wa. 
- Pitchinac. 
_ ,\r ai we be. 
- Shai bas. 
- De bi congo 
- 0 kitchiai. 
• Ana maio 
- N e da wac he, 

Sha !haye. 
- . Mina wa. 

Pitchinago. 
Waffa. 

- Paifhou. 
Ka wi ka. 

- Ka wine. 
In. 

. Pa-nima. 
- Ka qui nick. 

Niguim. 
Mon wifha. 

. ) 

Sonze Account if the ClzepelU)'an Indian,s. 

THEY are a numerous people, who confider the country between the· 

parallels of latitude 60. and 65' North, and longitude 100. to 110. Weft, 

as their lands or home. They fpeak a copious language, which is very 

difficult to be attained, and furnifhes dialeRs to the various emigrant 

tribes which inhabit the following immenfe track of country, whore 

boundary 
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boundary I {hall defcribe*. It begins at Churchill, and runs along the 

line of reparation between them and the Knifieneaux, up the 1vIiffinipi to 

the HIe a la Cro{[e, palling on through the Buffalo Lake, River Lake, 

and Portage la Loche: from thence it proceeds by the Elk River to 

the Lake of the Hills, and goes directly 'Vefl to the Peace River; and 

up that river to its rource and tributary waters; from whence it pro

ceeds to the waters of the river Colu'mbia; and follows that river to 

latitude 52.' 24. North, and longitude 122. 51. ,,yea, where the Chepe

wyans have the Atnah or Chin Nation for their neighbours. It then takes 

a line due Wefl to the rea-coafi, within which, the country is poffeffed by 

a people who fpeak their Ianguaget, and are conCequently dercended 

from them: there can be no doubt, therefore, of their progrefs being to 

the Eafiward. A tribe of them is even known at the upper efiabliQlments 

on the Safkatchiwine; and I do not pretend to afcertain how far they 

may follow the Rocky Mountains to the Eafi. 

It is not poffible to form any juH efiimate of their numbers, but it is 

apparent, neverthelefs, that they are by no means proportionate to the 

vail extent of their territories, which may, in Come degree, be attributed 

to the ravages of the fmall pox, which are, n10re or lefs, evident 

thoughout this part of the contin~nt . 
.. 

The notion which thefe people entertain of the creation, is of a very 

.. Tho[e of them who come to trade with us, do not exceed eight hllndred men, and 1)"'\'C a 

linJ.ttering of the Kniftellcaux tongue, in which they cJrry on their deJlings with us. 

+ The coaft is inhabited on the 1\orth.\Veft by. the Ukimaux, and on the Pac.ific Occm by a 

people different from both. 

finguIar 
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finguJar nature. They believe that, at the firfi, the globe was one van and 

entire ocean, inhabited by no living creature, except a mighty bird, 

whore eyes were fire, whore glances were lightning, and the clap .. 

ping of whore wings were thunder. On his defcent to the ocean, and 

touching it, the earth infiantly arore, and remained on the furface of the 

waters. This omnipotent bird then called forth all the variety of ani

mals from the earth, except the Chepewyans, who were produced 

from a dog; and this circumfiance occauons their averuon to the flefh 

of that animal, as ,rell as the people who eat it. This extraordinary 

tradition proceeds to relate, that the great bird, having finifhed his work, 

made an arrow, which was to be preferved with great care, and to remain 

untouched; but that the Chepewyans were fo devoid of underfiand

ing, as to carry it away; and the facrilege fo enraged the great bird, that 

he has never unee appeared. 

They have alfo a tradition amongfl: them, that they originally came 

from another country, inhabited by very wicked people, and had tra

verfed a great lake, which was narrow, {hallow, and full of iilands, where 

they had fuffered grcat lnifery, it being always winter, with ice and deep 

fnow. At the Copper-Mine River, where they made the firfi land, the 

ground was covered with. copper, over which a body of earth had fince 

b~en colleaed, to the depth of a man's height. They believe, alfo, that. 

in ancient t~mes their ancefiors lived till their feet were worn out with 

walking, and their throats with eating. They defcribe a deluge, when 

the waters [pread over the whole earth, except the .highefl: mountams, 

on the tops of which they preIerved themrelves. 

They 
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TIley believe, that immediately after their death, they pafs into auo

ther world, where they arrive at a: large river, on which they embark in a 

{lone canoe, and that a gentle current bears them on to an extenu ve lake, 

in the centre of which is a moll beautiful ifland; and that, in the view of 

this delightful abode, they receive that judgment for their condua dur

ing life, 'which terminates their final nate and unalterable allotment. If 

their good aaions are declared to predominate, they are landed upon 

the ifland~ where there is to be no end to their happinefs; which, how

ever, according to their notions, conGas. in an eternal enjoyment of 

fenfual pleafure, and carnal gratification. But if their bad aaions weigh 

down the balance, the £lone canoe finks at once, and leaves them up to 

their chins in the water, to behold and regret the reward enjoyed by 

the good, and eternally Hruggling, but with unavailing endeavours, to 

reach the bliIsful iOand, from which they are excluded for ever. 

They have fome faint notions of the tranfmigration of the foul; fa 

that if a child be born with teeth, they infiantly imagine, from its pre

mature appearance, that it bears a refemblance to fame perfon who 

had lived to an advanced period, and that he has aIfumed a renovated 

life, with thefe extraordinary tokens of maturity. 

The Chepewyans are fober, timorous, and vagrant, with a felfifh dif

pofition which has fometimes created fufpicions of their integrity. Their 

nature has nothing remarkable in it; but though they are feldom corpu

lent, they are fometimes robua. Their complexion is f warthy; their fea

tures coarfe, and their hair lank, but not always of a dingy black; nor have 

they univerfally the piercing eye, which generally animates the Indian 

countenance. 
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countenance. The women have a more agreeable a[pea than the men, 

but their gait is awkward, which proceeds from their being accufiomed, 

nine months in the year, to travel on fnow·{hoes and drag fledges 

of a weight from two to four hundred pounds. They are very fubmif

five to their hufbands, who have, however, their fits of jealoufy; and, 

for very trifling cau[es, treat them with {'uch cruelty as fometimes to oc

cafion their death. They are frequently objeEls of traffic; and the father 

polTelTes the right of difpofing of his daughter":. The men in general 

extraCt their beards, though fome of them are [een to prefer a bulliy, 

black beard, to a fmooth chin. They cut their hair in various forms, or 

leave it in a long, natural flow, according as their caprice or fancy 

fuggefis. The women always wear it in great length, and fame of them 

are very attentive to its arrangement. If they at any time appear de

fpoiled of their treffes, it is to be efieemed a proof of the hufband's 

jealoufy, and is confidered as a feverer puni{hment than manual cor

reRion. Both fexes have blue or black bars, or from one to four 

flraight lines on their cheeks or forehead, to difiingui{h the tribe to 

which they belong. Thefe marks are either tatooed, or made by draw

ing a thread, dipped in the neceffary colour, beneath the {kin. 

There are no people more attentive to the comforts of their drees, or 

lefs anxious refpeCting its exterior appearance. In the winter it is com

poied of the ikins of deer, and their fawns, and dreITed as fine as any 

chamois leather, in the hair. In the fummer their apparel is the fame, 

c:-:cept that it is prepared vv·ithout the hair. Their {hoes and leggins 

. .;. T:~? GO not, ].O\\·C\·(:-, rc!l tlh:m as Helvc'" but as companions to thor~ who are [uppo[<::d to live 
~-'. =\r'~ c _ll_jfcr~a~'lly t}1~::1 f: "nl{.::~ ·,'f'\. 

are 
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are [ewn together, the latter reaching upwards to the middle, and being 

fupported by a belt, under which a fmall piece of leather is drawn to 

cover the private parts, the ends of which fall down both before and 

behind. In the {hoes they put the hair of the moofe or rein-deer with 

additional pieces of leather as focks. The fi1irt or coat, when girted 

round the waifi, reaches to the middle of the thigh, and the mittens 

are Iewed to the ileeves, or are. fufpended by firings frOlll the fhoulders, 

A ruff or tippet furrounds the neck, and the fkin of the head of the deer 

forms a curious kind of cap. A robe, made of feveral deer or fawn 

fkins fewed together, covers the whole. This dreIs is worn £lngle or 

-double, but always in the winter, with the hair within and without. 

Thus arrayed, a Chepewyan will lay himfelf down on the ice in the 

middle of a lake, and repofe in comfort; though he will fometimes find 

a difficulty in the morning to difencumber himfelf from the fnow drift

ed on him during the night. If in hiS paffa, ~e he fhould be in want of 

provifion, he cuts an hole in the il~e, w1~ _ll he feldom fails of taking 

fome trout or pike, whofe eyes he infiantly fcoops out, and eats as a 

great delicacy; but if they fhould not be Iufficient to fatisfy his app~

tite, he will, in this neceffity make his meal of the fiib in its raw 

flate; but, thofe whom I faw, preferred to drers their viBuals when 

circumfiances admitted the neceffary preparation. "rhen they are in 

that part of their country which does not produce a fufficient quan

tity of wood for fuel, they are reduced to the fame exigency, though 

they generally dry their meat in the fun.* 

The 

it The provifion called Pemican, on which the Chepewyans, as well as the other favages of this 
.-ountry, chiefly fubfdl in their journies, is prepared in the fcHowing manner. The lean parts of the 

11dll of the larger 'animals are cut in thin flices, and are placed on a wooden grate over a flow fire, or 

q expukJ 
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The drefs of the women differs from that of the men. Their 

leggins are tied below the knee; and their coat or fhift is wide, 

hanging down to the anele, and is tucked up at pleafure by means 

of a belt, which is fafiened round the waifi. Thofe who have 

children have there garments made very full about the {houlders, as 

when they are travelling they carry their infants upon their backs, 

next their {kin, in which fituation they are perfe{lly comfortable and in 

a pofition convenient to be fuckled. Nor do they dlfcontinue to give 

their milk to them till they have another child. Child-birth is not the 

obje& of that tender care and ferious attention among the favages as it 

is among civilifed people. At this period no part of their ufual occu

pation is omitted, and this continual and regular exercife mufi con

tribute to the welfare of the mother, both in the progrefs of parturition 

and in the moment of delivery. The women have a fingular cuftom of 

cutting off a fmall piece of the navel-firing of the new-born children, 

and hang it about their necks: they are alfo curious in the covering they 

make for it, which they decorate with porcupine's quills and beads. 

Though the women are as much in the power of the men, as any 

other articles of their property, they are always confulted, and pofTers a 

o:pofed to th fun, J:1d fometimcs to the fro!l. Thefe operatiom dry it, and in that !late it is pounded 

bctwe~~ two !lones: it will then hep with care for feveral yc.lrs. If, hov;ever, it is kept in large 

q~antltles, It IS dlfpujed to ferment in the fpring of the year, wben it mu!l be expofed to the air, or it 

will foon decay. The infidc fat, and that of the rump, which is much thicker in thefe wild than our 

dom~!llc a~i~als, is melted down and mixed, in a boiling !late, with the pounded meat, in equal pro. 

port~o~s: It IS then put in ba!1~et5 or bags for the convenience of carrying it. Thus it becomes a 

natntlOus foo~, ~!ld is eaten, without any further preparation, or the addition of fpice, faIt, or a~ 
';('getable or ;mnaceous fub!lance._ A little time reconciles it to the palate. There is another {O~ 
"'J1.aLl,~ ·,,·ith the addition of mano,,\· and dried berries, which is of a fuperior quality. 

very 
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very confiderable influence in the traffic 'with Europeans, and other 

important concerns. 

Plurality of wives is common among them, and the ceremony of mar

riage is of a very fimple nature. The girls are betrothed at a very 

early period to thore whom the parents think the beft able to fupp(,rt 

them: nor is the inclination of the woman confidered. vVhent~ver a 

feparation takes place, which fometimes happens, it df'pends entirely 

on the will and pleafure of the hufband. In common with the other 

Indians of this country, they have a cullom refpeEling the periodical 

flate of a woman, which is rigorollily obfer\'ed: at that time il1e mua 

feclude herfelf from fociety. They are not even allowed in that fitua

tion to keep the fame path as the men, when travelling: and it is 

confidered a great breach of decency for a woman fa circumHanced to 

touch any utenfils of manly occupation. Such a circllmfiance is fup

pofed to defile them, fo that their fubfequent ufe would be followed 

by certain mifchief or misfortune. There are particular {kins which the 

women never touch, as of the bear and wolf; and thofe animals the 

men are feldom known to kill. 

They are not remarkable for their aElivity as hunters, which is ow;ng 

to the eafe with which they fnare deer and [pear fiOl: and thefe occupa

tions are not beyond the firength of their old men, women, and boys: fa 

that they participate in thore laborious occupations, which among their 

neighbours, are confined to the women. They make \var on the Ef<1.ui-

maux, who cannot reGfi their fuperior numbers, and put them to death, 

as it is a principle with them never to make prifoners. At the fame 

q 2 tIme 
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time they tamely fubmit to the Knifl:eneaux, who are not fo numerous 

as themfelves, when they treat them as enemies. 

They do not affect that cold referve at meeting, either among them~ 
felves or {hangers, which is common with the KniHeneaux, but com .. 

municate mutually, and at once, all the information of which they are 

poffeffed. Nor are they roufed like them from an apparent torpor to 

a {late of great activity. They a.re confequently more uniform in this 

refpect, though they are of a very perfevering difpofition when their 

interea is concerned. 

As thefe people are not addiEl:ed to fpirituous liquors, they have a 

regular and uninterrupted ufe of their underfianding, which is always 

direaed to the advancement of their own intereH; and this difpofition, 

as may be readily imagined, fometimes occaGons them to be charged 

with fraudulent habits. They will fubmit with patience to the fevereft 

treatment, when they are confcious that they deferve it, but will never 

forget or forgive any wanton or unneceffary rigour. A moderate 

condua I never found to fail, nor do I hefitate to reprefent them, 

altogether, as the moa peaceable tribe of Indians known in North 

America. 

There are conjurers and high-priefis, but I was not prefent at any of 

their ceremonies; though they certainly operate in an extraordinary 

Dlanner on the imaginations of the people in the cure of diforders. 

Their principal maladies are, rheumatic pains, the flux and confumption. 

The venereal complaint is yery common; but though its progrefs is 

flowl , 
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Row, it gradually undermines the confiitution, and brings on premature 

decay. They have recourfe to fuperfiition for their cure, and charms 

are their only remedies, except the bark of the willow, which being 

burned and reduced to powder, is {hewed upon green wounds and ulcers, 

and places contrived for promoting perfpiration. Of the ufe of fimples 

and plants they have no knowledge; nor can it be expected, as their 

country does not produce them. 

Though they have enjoyed fo long an intercourfe with Europeans, 

their country is fa barren, as not to be capable of producing the ordi. 

nary neceIfaries naturally introduced by fuch a communication; and 

they continue, in a great meafure, their own inconvenient and awkward 

modes of taking their game and preparing it when taken. Sometimes 

they drive the deer into the fmall lakes, where they fpear them, or force 

them into inclofures, where the bow and arrow are employed againfl 

them. Thefe animals are alfo taken in fnares made of n{in. In the 

former infiance the game is divided among thofe who have been engaged 

in the purfuit of it. In the latter it is confidered as private property; 

neverthelefs, any unfuccefsful hunter palling by, may take a deer fo 

caught, leaving the head, n{in, and faddle for the owner. Thus, though 

they have no regular government, as every man is lord in his own 

family, they are influenced, more or lefs, by certain principles 1y\·hich 

conduce to their general beQefit. 

In their quarrels with each other, they very rarely proceed to a greater 

degree of violence than is occafioned by blows, wrefiling, and pulling of 

the 
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the hair, while their abuuve language conufis in applying the name of 

the mofl offenuve animal to the objea of their difpleafure, and adding 

the term ugly, and chiay, or fiill-born.* 

Their arms and domefiic apparatus, in addition to the articles pro

cured from Europeans, are [pears, bows, and arrows, filliing-nets, and 

lines made of green deer-Ikin thongs. They have alfo nets for taking 

the beaver as he endeavours to efcape from his lodge when it is broken 

open. It is let in a particular manner for the purpofe, and a man is 

employed to watch the moment when he enters the fnare, or he would 

foon cut his way through it. He is then thrown upon the ice, where 

he remains as if he had no life in him. 

The fnow-fhoes are of very fuperior workmanfhip. The inner part of 

their frame is firaight, the outer one is curved, and it is pointed at both 

ends, with that in front turned up. They are alfo laced with great 

neatnefs with thongs made of deer-fkin. The fledges are formed of thin 

flips of board turned up alfo in front, and are highly polifhed with 

crooked knives, in order to flide along with facility. Clore-grained 

wood is, on that account, the befi; but theirs are made of the red Qr 

fwamp fpruce-fir tree. 

The country, which there people claim as their land, has a very 

fmall quantity of earth, and produces little or no wood or herbage. 

* ThO 0 0 0 0 

IS name IS alfo applIcable to the foctus of an aOlmal, when kIlled, \\'h:ch is confidered as ORe 

of the greatefi: delicacies. 

Its 
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Its chief \'egetable fubfiance is the mofs, on which the deer feed; and 

a kind of rock mofs, which, in times of fcarcity, preferves the lives of 

the natives. "Then boiled in water, it diffolves into a clammy, glutinous, 

fubfianGe, that affords a very fufficient nourilliment. But, notwithUand

ing the barren flate of their country, with proper care and economy, 

there people might live in great comfort, for the lakes abound with fin1, 

and the hills are covered with deer. Though, of all the Indian people 

of this continent they are conudered as the moll provident, they [uffer 

feve!ely at certain feafons, and particularly in the dead of winter, when 

they are under the neceffity of retiring to their fcanty, fiinted woods. 

To the Weflward of them the mufk-ox may be found, but they have 

no dependence on it as an article of fullenance. There are alfo large 

$ hares, a few white wolves, peculiar to their country, and feveral kinds 

of foxes, with white and grey partridges, &c. The beaver and llloofe

deer they do not find till they come \\:ithin 60 degrees North latitude; 

and the buffalo is fiiIl further South. That animal is known to frequent 

an higher latitude to the Wefiward of their country. Thefe people 

bring pieces of beautiful variegated marble, which are found on the fur

face of the earth. It is eauly worked, bears a fine polinl, and hardens 

with time; it endures heat, and is manu faaured into pi pes or calumet.'>, 

as they are very fond of fmoking tobacco; a luxury wLich the Euro

peans communicated to them. 

Their amu[ements or recreations are but few. Their muGc is fo 

inharmonious, and their dancing fa awkward, that they might be fup

pored to be anlamed of both, as they very [eldom praaire either. 

They alfo fuoot at marks, and play at the games common among them; 

but 



CXXV111 A GENERAL HISTORY 

but in faa they prefer fleeping to either; and the greater part of their 

time is paffed in procuring food, and relling from the toil neceffary to 

obtain it. 

They are alfo of a querulous difpofition, and are continually making 

complaints; which they exprefs by a confiant repetition of the word 

eduiy, " it is hard," in a whining and plaintive tone of voice. 

They are fuperfiitious in the extreme, and almofi: every aRion of their 

lives however trivial is more or lefs influenced by fame whimucal notion. , , 
I never obferved that they had any particular form of religious worfhip; 

but as they believe in a good and evil fpirit, and a flate of future 

rewards and puniChments, they cannot be devoid of religious impreflions. 

At the fame time they manifefl: a decided unwillingnefs to make any 

communications on the fubjeR. 

The Chepewyans have been accufed of abandoning th~ir aged and 

infirm people to periCh, and of not burying their dead; but thefe are 

melancholy necefIities, which proceed from their wanderinK way ·of 

life. Theyare by no means univerfal, for it is within my knowledge, 

that a man, rendered helplefs by the palfy, was carried about for many 

years, with the greatefi tendernefs and attention, till he died a natural 

death. That they fhould not bury their dead in their own country can

not be imputed to them as a cullom arifing from a favage infenfibility, 

as they inhabit fuch high latitudes that the ground never thaws; but 

it is well known, that when they are in the woods, they cover their 

dead with trees. Befides, they manifefi no common refpett to .the 

memory 
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Inelnory of their departed friends, by a long period of ¥lourning, cut

ting off their hair, and never making uft.::: of the property of the deceared. 

Nay, they frequently dearoy or [acrifice their own, as a token of regret 

and forrow. 

If there be any people who, from the barren Hate of their country, 

might be f uppofed to be cannibals by nature, there people, from the 

difficulty they, at times, experience in procuring food, might be liable 

to that imputation. But, in all my knowledge of them, I never was ac

quainted with one infiance of that djfpofition; nor among all the natives 

which I met with in a route of five thoufand miles, did I fee or hear of 

an example of cannibalifm, but fuch as arofe frOlll that irrefiHible ne

ceffity, which has been known to impel even the moR civilifed people 

to eat each other. 

Exa1nple oj the Clzepeu,)'an Tongue. 

Man 
'Voman 
Y·oung man 
Young woman 
My [on 
My daughter 
My hufbarid 
My wife . 
My brother 
My father 
My mother 
My grandfather 
Me or my 
I . -
You 
They 
Head 

. -
r 

Dinnie. 
Chequois. 
Ouelaquis. 
Q.uelaquis chequoi. 
Zl azay. 
Zi lengai. 
Zi dinnie. 
Zi zayunai. 
Zi raing. 
Zi tah. 
Zi nab. 
Zi unai. 
See. 
1''' .. \e. 
Nun. 
Be. 
Edthic. 

Hand 
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Hand ., Law. 
l .. eg Edthen. 
Foot Cuh. 
Eyes Naekhay. 
Teeth Goo. 
Side • Kac-hey. 
Belly Bitt. 
Tongue Edthu. 
Hair Thiegah .. 
Back Loffeh. 
Blood Dell. 
The Knee Cha-gutt. 
Clothes or Blanket Etlunay. 
Coat Eeh. 
Leggin TheIl. 
Shoes Kinehee" 
Robe or Blanket Thuth. 
Sleeves Bah. 
Mittens Geefe. 
Cap Sah. 
Swan Kagouee .. 
Duck Keth. 
Goore Gah. 
White partridge Cafs bah. 
Grfl partridge Deyee. 
Bu .alo - Giddy. 
Moore deer Dinyai. 
Rein-deer - Edthun. 
Beaver Zah. 
Bear Zafs. 
Otter Naby-ai. 
Martin Thah. 
Wo]vereen Naguiyai. 
Wolf Yefs (Nouneay.) 
Fox Naguethey. 
I-Iare Cah. 
Dog Sliengh. 
Beaver-fkin Zah thith. 
Otter-fkin N aby-ai thith .. 
Moofe-f1{in Deny-ai thith. Fat leah. 
Greafe Thlefs. 

Meat • 
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Meat 
Pike 
White~ filli 
Trout 
Pickerel 
FiE1hook 
FiCnline 
One 
Two 
Three 
Four 
Five 
Six 
Seven 
Eight 
Nine 
Ten 
Twenty 
Fire 
Water 
Wood 
Ice 
Snow 
Rain 
Lake 
River 
Mountain 
Stone 
Berries 
Hot 
Cold 
Ifland 
Gun 
Powder 
Knife 
Axe 
Sun 
Moon 
Red 
Black 

.. 

-

Trade, or barter 
Good 

} 

Bid. 
Uldiah. 
Slouey. 
Slouyzinai. 
O'Gah. 
Ge-eth. 
Clulez. 
Slachy. 
Naghur. 
Tagh-y. 
Dengk-y. 
Safoulachee. 
Alki tar-hy-y. 

Alki deing-hy 
Cakina hanoth-na. 
Ca noth na. 
N a ghur cha noth na. 
Counn. 
Toue. 
Dethkin. 
Thun. 
Yath. 
Thinnelfee .. 
Touey. 
Terre. 
Zeth. 
Thaih. 
Gui-eh. 
Edowh. 
Edzah. 
Nouey. 
Telkithy. 
Telkithy counna, 
Bers. 
Thynle. 

Sah. 

Deli coure. 
Dell zin. 
Na-houn-ny. 
Leyzong. 

CXXXI 

Not 
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Not good 
Stinking 
Bad, ugly 
Long fince 
Now, to-day 
To-morrow 
By-and-bye, or prefently 
Houfe, or lodge -
Canoe 
Door 
Leather-lodge 
Chief 
Mine 
His 
Yours' 
LarO'e -
Sm~h, or little 
1 love you 
I hate you -
I am to be pitied 
My relation 
Give me water 
Give me meat 
Give me fifh 
Give me meat to eat 
Give me water to drink 
Is it far off 
Is it near 
It is not far 
It is near 
How many 
What call you him, or that 
Come here 
Pain, or fuffering 
It's hard 
You lie 
What then 

Leyzong houlley. 
Geddey. 
Slieney. 
Galladinna. 
Ganneh. 
Gambeh. 
Carahoulleh. 
Cooen. 
Shaluzee. 
The 0 ball. 
N'abalay. 
Buchahudry. 
Zidzy. 
Bedzy. 
Nuntzy. 
Unfhaw. 
Chautah. 
Ba ehoinichdinh. 
Bucnoinichadinh hillay. 
Efi-chounefi-hinay. ' 
Sy lod, innay. 
Too hanniltu. 
Beds-hanniI tu. 
Sloeeh anneltu. 
Bid Barheether: 
To Barhithen. 
N etha uzany. 
Nilduay uzany. 
Nitha-hillai. 
Nilduay. 
Etlaneldey. 
E tla houllia. 
Yeu defray. 
I-yah. 
Eduyah. 
Untzee. 
Edlaw-gueh. 



TO 

HIS MOST SACRED MAJESTY 

GEORGE THE TIIIRD, 

THIS VOLUME 

IS INSCRIBED, 

B Y II I S J[ .. 1 .T EST Y' .~ 

MOST FAITHFUL SCB]ECT? 

AND 

DEVOTED SERVANT, 

ALEXANDER l\IACI\E~ZIE, 

<:) 

A 



• 



PRE F ACE. 

ON prerenting this Volume to my Country, it is not nece{fary to enter 

into a particular account of thofe voyages whofe journa1s form the prin

cipal part of it, as they will be found, I trufi, to explain themfelves. 

It appears, however, to be a duty, which the Public have a right to 

expeCt from me, to fiate the reafons which have influenced me in 

delaying the publication of them. 

It has been afferted, that a mifunderfianding between a perf on high 

in office and myfelf, was the caufe of this procrafiination. It has alfo 

been propagated, that it was occafioned by that precaution which the 

policy of commerce will fometimes fuggefi; but they are both equally 

devoid of foundation. The one is an idle tale; and there could be no 

folid reafon for concealing the circumfiances of difcoveries, whofe 

arrangements and profecution were fo honourable to my affociates and 

myfelf, at whofe expence they were undertaken. The delay aElually 

aroie from the very aHive and bufy mode of life in which I was engaged 

fince the voyages have been comple,ted; and when, at length, the opc 

portunity arrived, the apprehenfion of prefenting myfelf to the Public 

in the charaaer of an Author, for which the courfe and occupations of 

A2 my 
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my life ha~;c by no means qualified me, made me hefitate in eommitting 

my papers to the Prefs; being much better calculated to perform the 

vcyages, arduolls as they might be, than to write an account of them. 

However, they are noW offered to the Public with the fubmiffion that 

becomes me. 

I was led, at an early period of life, by commercial views, to the

country North-Well of Lake Superior, in North A~lerica, and being. 

endowed by Nature with an inquiGtive mind and enterprifing fpirit; 

po{fdfmg a1fo a confiitution and frame of body equal to the moR 

arduous undertakings, and being familiar with toilfome exertions in the 

prorecution of mercantile purfuits, I not only contemplated the pracli~ 

cability of penetrating acrofs the continent of America, but was con

fident in the qualifications, as I was animated by the defire, to undertake 

the perjlolls enterprize. 

The general utility of fuch a difcovery, has been univerfally ac.'"' 

knowledged; while the willies of my particular friends and commercial 

alTociates, that I {bould proceed, in the purfuit of it, contributed to. 

quicken the execution of this favourite projefr of my own ambition: 

and as the completion of it extends the boundaries of geographic 

iCience, and adds new countries to the realms of Britifu commerce, 

the danger I have encountered, and the toils I have fuffered, have found 

their recompence; nor will the many tedious. and weary days, or the 

~loo~y and inclement nights which I have pa{fed, have been paIred 

In vam. 

The 
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The firfi voyage has rettIed the dubious point of a prafticable North. 

'''I eft paffage; and I trufl, that it has fet that long agitated quefiion at 

refi, and extinguifhed the difputes refpeRing it for ever. An enlarged 

difcuffion of that fubject will be found to occupy the concluding pages 

of this volume. 

In this voyage, I was not only \\'ithout the neceffary books and inflru

ments, but alfo felt myfelf deficient in the fciences of aflronomy and 

navigation: I did not heutate, therefore, to undertake a v\;inter's voyage 

to this country, in order to procure the one and acquire the other .. 

Thefe objeEts being accomplilhed, I returned, to determine the practi

cability of a commercial communication through the continent of 

North America, between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, which is 

proved by my fecond journal. Nor do I hefitate to declare my decided 

opinion, that very great and effential ad vantages may be derived by ex

tending our trade from one fea to the other. 

Some account of the fur trade of Canada from that country, of the 
" native inhabitants, and of the extenuve diflriB:s connected with it, 

forms a preliminary difcourIe, which will, I truft, prove interefting to 

a nation whofe general policy is blended with, and whofe profperity is 

fupported by, the purfuits of commerce. It will alfo qualify the reader 

to pur[ue the fucceeding voyages with fuperior intelligence and fatisfac.

tlOn. 

Thefe voyages will not, I fear; afford the variety that may be ex

peaed from them; and that which they offered to the eye, is not of a 

nature 
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nature to be effeCtually transferred to the page. Mountains and vaIliesJ 

the dreary walle, and wide-fpreading forefis, the lakes and ri vers fuc

ceed each other in general defcription; and, except on the coafis of the 

Pacific Ocean, where the villages were permanent, and the inhabitants 

in a great meafure fiationary, [mall bands of wandering Indians are 

the only people whom I {ball introduce to the acquaintance of my 
readers. 

The beaver and the buffalo, the moofe-deer and the elk, which are 

the principal animals to be found in thefe countries, are already fo 

familiar to the naturalifis of Europe, and have been fo often as well as 

correEllv defcribed in their works, that the bare mention of them, as 
• 

they enlivened the landfcape, ,or were -hunted for food; with a cur-

fory account of the foil, the courfe and navigation of lakes and rivers, 

and their various produce, is all that can be reafonably expeCted from 

me. 

-
I do not 'poffefs the fcience of the naturalifi; and even if the 

" qualifications of that charaaer had been attained by me, its curious 

f pirit would not have been gratified. I could not Hop to dig into 

the earth, over whore furface I was compelled to pafswith rapid 

fieps; nor could I turn afide to coHea the plants which nature 

might have fcattered on the way, when my thoughts were anxi

oully employed in making provifion for the day that was palling 

over me. I had to encounter perils by land and perils by water; to 

watch the favage who was our guide, or to guard againfi: thofe of his 

tribe who might meditate- our defiruaion. I had, al[o, the paffions and 

fears 
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fears of others to control and fubdue. To day I had to affuage the 

riling difcontents, and on the morrow to cheer the fainting fpirits, of 
the people who accompanied me. The toil of our navigation was in

ceffant, and oftentimes extreme; and in our progrers over land we 

had no proteCtion from the feverity of the elements, and poffeffed n@. 

accommodations or conveniences but fuch as could be contained in 

the burden on our {boulders, which aggra\'ated the toils of our march, 

and added to the weariromeners of our way. 

Though the events which compore my journals may have little in 

themfelves to {hike the im3gination of thore who love to be afionifhed, 

or to gratify the curiofity of fuch as are enamoured of romantic advenco 

tures; neverthelefs, when it is confidered that I e;.;:plored thole waters 

which had never before borne. any other veffel than the canoe of the . . 
favage; and traverfed thofe de(erts where an European had never before 

prelented himfelf to the eye of its fwarthy natives; when to thefe 

confiderations are added the important objeCts which were purfued, 

with' the dangers that were, encountered, and the difficulties that 

were furmounted to attain them, this work wilJ, I flatter myfelf, be 

found to excite an interefi, and conciliate regard, in the minds of 

thofe who perufe it. 

The general map which illufirates this volume, is reduced by Mr. 

Arrowfmith from his ,three-fl1eet map of North-America, with the latell: 

difcoveries, which he is about to republilli. His profeffional abilites are 

well known, and no encomium of mine will ad vance the general and 

merited opinion of them .. 1 

Before 
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Before I conclude, I mull beg leave to inform my readers, that they 

are not to expea the charms of embellirned narrative, or animated de

fcription; the approbation due to fimplicity and to truth is all I prefume 

to claim; and I am not without the hope that this claim will be allowed 

me. I have dercribed whate\'er I faw with the imprefIions of the moment 

which prefented it to me. The fuccefIive circumfiances of my progrefs 

are related without exaggeration or dirplay. I ha\'e feldom allowed my

[elf to wander into conjeaure; and whenever conjecture has been in 

dulged, it will be found, I trufi, to be accompanied with the temper of a 

man who is not difpofed to think too highly of himfeIf: and if at any 

time I have delivered myfelf with confidence, it will appear, I hope, to 

be on thofe fubjeBs which, from the habits and experience of my life, 

will jufiify an unre[erved communication of my opinions. I am 

not a candidate for literary fame: at the fame time, I cannot but in

dulge the -hope that this volume, with all its imperfections, will 

1I0t be thought unworthy the attention of the fcientific geographer; 

and that, by unfolding countries hitherto unexplored, and which, I pre

fume, may now be confidered as a part of the Britilli dominions, it will _,,< 

be received as a faitl1ful tribute to the profperity of my country. 

LON 0011, 

-November 30 •• 801. 

ALEXANDER MACKENZIE. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Embarhed at lort Chepewyan, on tlze Lake qf the Hills, £n company wit!£ 

M. Le Roux. Account oJ the par!)!, proviJio71s, &c. Di1'eElion of 
the COU1fe. Enter one if tile branches of the Lake. Arrrrive in tlu 

Peace River. Appearance 0/ the land. Navigation 0/ the 'river. Arrive 

at the mouth of the Dog River. SucceJJive deftription of jeveral carrying 

places. A canoe lojl in one of the Falls. Encamp on Point de Roche. 

Courfe continued. Set the nets, [.,Re. Arrive at the Slave Lake. The 

weather extremely cold. Banks of the 'river defiribed" 'with its trees, 

foil, Bc. Account of the anima! produEiions, and tile fzjllery qf the 

Lake. Obliged to 'wait till the moving 0/ the ice. Three families of 
Indians arrive [rom AtllabaJca. Beavers, ge~fe, andj-wans killed. The 

nets endangered by ice. Re-imbark and land on a .fmall ijland. Couife 

continued along the }hores, and acrojs the bays if the Lake. Various 

fucce.Jfes oj the hunters. Steer for an ijland where there "was plenty oj: 

cranberries and fmall onions. Kilt feveral rein deer. Land on an 

ijland named Ijle a la Cache. Clouds ofmufquitoes. 
1789, 

W E embarked at nine o'clock in the morning, at Fort Chepewyan, ~ 
h S h fi d f 

'II' . \Vednef, '). 
on t e out 1 e 0 the Lake of the HI s, In latItude 58.40 • North, . 

and longitude 110. 30 • Weft from Greenwich, and compafs has fixteen 

B degrees 
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degrees variation Eafi, in a canoe made of birch bark. The crew con

fined of four Canadians, two of whom were attended by their wives, 

and a German; we were accompanied alfo by an Indian, who han 

acquired the title of Englilli Chief, and his two wives, in a fmall canoe, 

with two young Indians; his followers in another fmall canoe. There 

men were engaged to ferve us in the twofold capacity of interpreters 

and hunters. This Indian was one of the followers of the chief who 

conduCted Mr. Hearne to the copper-mine river, and has fince been a 

principal leader of his countrymen who were in the habit of carrying 

furs to Churchill Factory, Hudfon's Bay, and till of late very much 

attached to the interell of that company. There circumfiances pro

cured him the appellation of the EngliIh Chief. 

We were alfo accompanied by a canoe that I had equipped for the 

purpofe of trade, and given the charge of it to M. Le Roux, one of the 

Company's clerks. In this I was obliged to Ihip part of our provifion; 

which, with the clothing neceflary for us on the voyage, a proper 

affortment of the articles of merchandize as prefents, to enfure us a 

friendly reception among the Indians, and the ammunition and arms 

requifite for defence, as well as a fupply for our hunters, were more 

than our own canoe co~ld carry, but by the time we !houId part com

pany, there was every rearon to [uppole that our expenditure would 
make fufficient room for the whole. 

We proceeded twenty -one miles to the Well, and then took a c~urfe 
of nine miles to North-North-Wefi, when we entered the river, or one 

of the branches of the lake, of which there are feveral. We then fleered 

North five mIles, when our courfe changed for two miles to North-

North 
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North-Eaft, and here at feven in the evening we landed and pitched 1789. 
June. 

our tents. One of the hunters killed a gooIC:, and a couple of ducks; I.-..--J 

at the fame time the canoe was taken out of the water, to be gumlued, 

which neceffary bufinefs was effeElual1y performed. 

We etnbarked at four this morning, and proceeded North-North. Thurfday 4' 

Eaft half a mile, North one mile and a half, vVefi two miles, North-

Weft two miles, We!l:-North-\Vefl one mile and a half, l';orth-North-

Weft half a mile, and 'i\Tefi-North-\Veft two miles, when this branch 

lores itfelf in the Peace River. It is remarkable, that the cur-

rents of there various branches of the lake, when the Peace River 

is high, as in May and Augufi, run into the lake, which in the 

other months of the year returns its waters to them; whence to this 

place, the branch is not more than two hundred yards wide, nor 

lefs than an hundred and twenty. The banks are rather low, except in 

one place, where an huge rock rifes above them. The low land is 

covered with wood, [uch as white birch, pines of different kinds, with 

the poplar, three kinds of willow, and the liard. 

;rhe Peace River is upwards of a mile broad at this fpot, and its 

current is {honger than that of the channel which communicates with 

the lake. It here, indeed, affumes the name of the Slave River.* 

The courfe of this day was as follows:-North-Weft two miles, 

North-North-Wefi, through iflands, fix miles, North four miles and a 

half, North by Eaft two miles, Weft by North fix miles, North one 

* The Slave Indians having been driven from their original country, by their enemie~ the KniI1e. 

naux, along the borders of this part of the river, it received thJt title, though it by no means invoh'c, 

the idea of fervitude, but was given to thefe fl~gitives as a term of reproach, that denoted more than 
common favageneiS. 

B2 mile, 
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mile, North-EaH by EaH two miles, North one mile. We now defcended 

a rapid, and proceeded North-\V eft feven miles and a half, North

"'ell nine miles, Korth by WeH fix miles, North-vVefi by Weft one mile 

and a half, North-vVefl by North half a mile, North-North-Wefi. fi~, 

miles, North one mile, North-Weft by "'ea four miles, North-North

Eafl one mile. Here we arrived at the mouth of the Dog River, where 

we landed, and unloaded our canoes, at half paa feven in the evening, 

on the Eall fide, and clofe by the rapids. At this fiation the river is 

near two leagues in breadth. 

Friday [j. .At three o'clock in the morning we embarked, but unloaded our canoes 

at the firfl rapid. \Vhen we had reloaded, we entered a [mall channel, 

which is formed by the ifiands, and, in about half an hour, we. came 

to the carrying place. It is three hundred and eighty paces in length, 

and very commodious, except at the further end of it. We found forne 

difficulty in reloading at this fpot, from the large quantity of ice which 

had not yet thawed. From hence to the next carrying place, called the 

Portage d'Embarras, is about fix miles, and is occafioned by the drift wood 

filling up the [mall channel, which is one thoufand and twenty paces in 

length; from hence to the next is one mile and a hCiIf, while the diHance to 

that v·;hich fucceeds, does not exceed one hundred and fifty yards. It is 

about the fame length as the Iail; and from hence to the carrying place 

called the Mountain, is about four miles further; when we entered the 

great river. The fmaller one, or the channel, affords by far the beft 

paffage, as it is without hazard of any kinCil, though I believe a {horter 

courfe would be found on the outfide of the ifiands and without fo , 
many carrying places. That called the Mountain is three hundred and , 
thirty-five paces in length; from thence to the next, named the Peli-

can, 
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can, there is about a mile of dangerous rapids. The landing is very J~~~: 
fieep, and clofe to the fall. The length of this carrying-place is eight "--t--I 

hundred and twenty paces. 

The whole of the party were now employed in taking the baggage 

and the canoe up the hill. One of the Indian canoes went down the 

fa1l, and was daOled to pieces. The woman who had the management 

of it, by qu"itting it in time, prererved her life, though file loll the little 

property it contained. 

The ~our[e from the place we quitted in the morning is about North

Well, and comprehends a diflance of fifteen miles. From hence to the 

next and lail carrying place, is about nine miles; in which diflance there 

are three rapids: courfe North-Weft by Weft. The carrying path is 

very bad, and five hundred and thirty-five paces in length. Our canot's 

being lightened, paired on the outfide of the oppofite iiland, which ren

dered the carrying of the baggage very !hort indeed, being not more 

than the length of a canoe. In the year 1786, five men were drowned, 

and two c-anoes and fome packages loil, in the rapids on the other fide 

of the river, which occafioned this place to be called the Portacre des 
(':J 

Noyes. They were proceeding to the Slave Lake, in the fall of that 

year, under the direaion of Mr. Cuthbert Grant. vVe proceeded from 

hence fix miles, and encamped on Point de Roche, at half pan five 

in the afternoon. The men and Indians were very much fatigued; 

but the hunters had provided [even geere, a beaver, and four ducks. 

We embarked at half paa two in the morning, and fleered !~ orth- Saturday 6. 

Weft by North twenty-one miles, North-Well by Weft five miles, vVefi

North-
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North~\Veft four miles, Wefl fix miles, doubled a point North-North

Eafl one mile, EaR five miles, North two miles, North-Weft by North 

one mile and a half, Wefi-North-Weft three miles, North-E.aft by EaR 
two miles, doubled a point one mile and a half, ,~refi by North nine 

miles, North-Weft by WeH fix miles, North-North-Weft five miles; 

here we landed at fix o'clock in the evening, unloaded, and encamped. 

Nets \\'ere alfo let in a fmall adjacent river. We had an head wind 

during the greater part of the day, and the weather was become fo cold 

that the Indians were obliged to make ufe of their mittens. In this 

day's progrefs we killed feven geefe and fix ducks. 

At half pail three we renewed our voyage, and proceeded Well

N orth-V\T eft one mile, round an illand one mile, N orth-\Veft two miles 

and a half, South by Wen three miles, 'Vefl-South-Weft one mile, 

South- \N ea by South half a mile, North-Weft three miles, Well-North

"Veil three miles and a half, North feven miles and a half, North-vVefi 

by North four miles, North two miles and a half, North-WefibyNorth 

two miles. The rain, which had prevailed for forne time, now came on 

with fuch violence, that we were obliged to land and unload, to prevent 

the goods and baggage from getting wet; the weather, however, foon 

cleared up, ia that we reloaded the canoe, and got under way. We noW 

continued our courfe North ten miles, Well one luile and a half, and North 

one mile and a half, when the rain came on again and rendered it abfo-
~ , 

lutely necefElry for us to get on {hore for the night, at about half paft 

three. We had a ihong North-North-Eafi wind throughout the day, 

which greatly impeded us; M. Le Roux, however, with his party, pafTed 

on in fearch of a landing place more agreeable to them. The Indians 

killed a couple of geefe, and as many ducks. The rain continued 

through the remaining part of the day. 

The 
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The night was very boiilerous, and the rain did not ceafe till two in 1789-
June. 

the afternoon of this day; but as the wind did not abate of its violence, ~ 

we were prevented from proceeding till the morrow. 

We embarked at half pail two in the morning, the weather being calm Tucfday 9· 

and foggy. Soon after our two young men joined us, whom we had not 

feen for two days; but during their abfence they had killed four 

beavers and ten geefe. After a courfe of one mile N orth-Weft 

by North, we obferved an opening on the right, which we took 

for a fork of the river, but it proved to be a lake. We returned and 

fleered South-\Veft by Wefi one mile and a half, Wefi-South-vVefi one 

mile and a half, Wefi one mile, when we entered a very [mall branch of 

the river on the Eafi bank; at the mouth of which I was informed there 

had been a carrying place, owing to the quantity of drift wood, which 

then filled up the pafTage, but has fince been carried away. The courfe 

of this river is meandering, and tends to the North, and in about ten 

miles falls into the Slave Lake, where we arrived at nine in the morn-

ing, when we found a great change in the weather, as it was become 

extremely cold. The lake was entirely covered with ice, and did not 

feem in any degree to have given way, but near the {hare. The gnats 

and ·mufkitoes which were very troublefome during our pafTage along 

the river, did not venture to accompany us to this colder region. 

The banks of the river both above and below the rapids, were on 

both fides coveted with the various kinds of wood common to this 

country; particularly the Wefiern fide; the land being lower and confifi

ing of a rich black foil. This artificial ground is carried down by the 

fiream::l 
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17~Q. {hearn, and refls upon drift wood, [0 as to be eight or ten feet deep. 
June. 

:.-,,-..J The eafiern banks are more elevated, and the foil a yellow clay mixed 

v,rith gravel; fo that the trees are neither fo large or numerous as on the 

oppofite {hore. The ground was not thawed above fourteen inches in 

depth; notwithfianding the leaf was at its full growth; while along the 

lake there was fcarcely any appearance of verdure. 

The Indians informed me, that, at a very fmall difiance from either 

bank of the river, are very extenEve plains, frequented by large herds of 

buffaloes; while the moofe and rein-deer keep in the woods that border 

on It. The beavers, which are in great numbers, build their habi

tations in the fmall lakes and rivers, as, in the larger flreams, the ice 

carries every thing along with it, during the {pring. The mud banks 

in the river are covered with wild fowl; and we this morning killed two 

[wans, ten gee fe, and one beaver, without fuffering the delay of an 

hour; fa that we might have foonfilled the canoe with them, if that 

had been our objeCt. 

From the fmall river we fleered Eafl, along the infide of a long fand. 

bank, covered with drift wood and enlivened by a few willows, which 

firetches on as far as the houfes ereaed by l'vleffrs. Grant and Le Roux, 

in 178~~ \Ve often ran aground, as for five fuccellive miles the depth 

of the water no where exceeded three feet. There we found our people, 

who had arrived early in the morning, and whom we had not feen fince 

the preceding Sunday. \Ye now unloaded the canoe, and pitched our 

tents, as there was every appearance that we {hould be obliged to remain 

here for fome time. I then ordered the nets to be ret as it was ab[o· , 
lutely 
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lutely neceflary that the flores provided for our future voyage fhould 1789. 
• June. 

remain untouched. The fiOI we now caught were carp, poiffon in-~ 

connu, white fifh, and trout. 

It rained during the greatefi part of the preceding night, and the Wednef. 10. 

weather d~d not clear up till the afternoon of this day. This circum-

fiance had very much weakened the ice, and I lent two of the Indians on 

an hunting party to a lake at the diflance of nine miles, which, they 

informed me, was frequented by animals of various kinds. Our fifhery 

this day was not fo abundant as it had been on the preceding afternoon. 

The weather was fine and clear with, a {hong wefierIy wind. The Thurfday II. 

women were employed in gathering berries of different forts, of which 

there are a great plenty; and I accompanied one of my people to a fmall 

adjacent ifiand, where we picked up fome dozens of [wan, geefe, and 

duck-eggs; we alfo killed a couple of ducks and a goore. 

In the evening the Indians returned, without ha\'ing feen any of the 

larger animals. A fwan and a grey crane were the only fruits of their 

expedition. We caught no other fifh but a fmall quantity of pike, 

which is too common to be a favourite food with the people of the 

country. The ice moved a little to the eafiward. 

The weather continued the fame as yefierday, and the mufquitoes Friday u. 

began to vifit us in great numbers. The ice moved again in the fame 

direaion, and I afcended an hill, but could not perceive that it was 

broken in the middle of the lake. The hunters killed a goofe and three 
ducks. 

c The 
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1789. The weather was cloudy, and the wind changeable till about fun.fet, 
Jutre.· h' h' h '----"" when it fettled in the north. It drove back t e Ice w IC was now very 

Saturday is. 
much broken along the {hore, and covered our nets. One of the hunters 

who had been at the Slave River the preceding evening, returned with 

three beavers and fourteen geefe. He was accompanied by three 

families of Indians, who left Athabafca the fame day as myfelf: they did 

not bring me any fowl; and they pleaded in excufe, that they had tra

velled with fo much expedition, as to prevent them from procuring fuf· 

ficient provifions for themfelves. By a meridian line, I found the varia

tion of the compafs to be about twenty degrees eaR. 

Sunday 14. The weather was clear and the wind remained in the fame quarter. 

Monday 15' 

The ice was much broken, and driven to the fide of the lake, fo that we 

were apprehenfive for the lofs of our nets, as they could not, at prefent, 

be extricated. At fun-fet there was an appearance of a violent guR of 

wind from the fouthward, as the {ky became on a fudden, in that quarter, 

of a very dufky blue colour, and the lightning was very frequent. But 

infiead of wind there came on a very heavy rain, which promifed to 
diminifh the quantity of broken ice. 

In the morning, the bay {lill continued to be fa full of ice, that we could 

not get at our nets. About noon, the wind veered to the Weflward, and 

not only uncovered the nets, but cleared a paffage to the oppofite iflands. 

When we raifed the nets we found them very much {battered, and but 

few fifh taken. We now firuck our tents, and embarked at fun-ret, 

when we made the traverfe, which was about eight miles North-EaR by 

North in about two hours. At half pall el~ven P. M. we landed on a 

fmall 
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fmall illand and proceeded to gum the canoe. At this time the atmofphere 1789-
_ June. 

was fufEclently clear to admit of reading or writing without the aid of ~ 

artificial light. We had not feen a fiar fince the fecond day after we left 

Athabafca. About twelve o'clock, the moon made its appearance above 

the tops of the trees, the lower horn being in a fiate of eclipfe, which 

continued for about fix minutes, in a doudlefs {kyo 

I took foundings three times in the courre of the traverfe, when I found 

'fix fathoms water, with a muddy bottom. 

We were prevented from embarking this morning by a very firong TuefdJY 1€J. 

wind from the North, and the van quantity of floating ice. Some trout 

were caught with the hook and line, but the net was not fo fuccefsful. 

I had an obfervation which gave 61. 28. North latitude. 

The wind becoming moderate, we embarked about one, taking a 

N orth-Weft courfe, through illands of ten miles, in which we took in 

a confiderable quantity of water. After making feveral traverfes, we 

landed at five P. M. and having pitched our tents, the hooks, lines, and 

nets, were immediately fete During the courfe of the day there was 

occafional thunder. 

We proceeded, and taking up our nets as we paffed, we found no Wednef. 17 0 

more than feventeen fifh, and were flopped within a mile by the ice. 

The Indians, however, brought us back to a point where our fiiliery 

was very fuccefsfu1. They proceeded alfo on an hunting party, as well 

as to difcover a pafTage among the illands; but at three in the after-

C 2 noon 
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noon they returned without having fucceeded in either objeCt. We 

were, however, in expeClation, that, as the wind blew very {hong, it 

would force a pafTage. About fun.fet, the weather became overcafl, 

with thunder, lightning, and rain. 

ThurfdaY18. The nets were taken up at four this morning with abundance of fifh, 

and we fleered North-vVefl four miles, where the ice again prevented 

our progrefs. A South-Eafl wind drove it among the iflands, in fuch a 

manner as to impede our pafTage, and we could perceive at fome diflance 

a-head, that it was but little broken. ,\\T e now fet our nets in four 

fathom water. Two of our hunters had killed a rein-deer and its fawn. 

-They had met with two Indian. families, and in the evening, a man be

longing to one of them, paid us a vifit: he informed me, that the ice 
' .. 

had not flirred on the fide of the ifland oppofite to us. There people 

live entirely on fin1, and were waiting to crofs the lake as [oon as it 

fuould be clear of ice. 

_ Friday 19. This morning our nets were unproduaive, as they yielded us no more 

than fix filli, which were of a very bad kind. In the forenoon, the In

dians proceeded to the large illand oppoIite to us! in fearch of game. 

The weather was cloudy, and the wind changeable: at the fame time, 

we were pefiered by mufquitoes, though, in a great mea{ure, furrounded 
with ice. 

Saturday 20. We took up our nets, but without any fifh. It rained very hard 

during the night and this morning: neverthelers, M. Le Roux and his 

people went back to the point which we had quitted on the 18th, but 

I did 
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I did not think it prudent to move. As I was watching for a paffage 1789-
June. 

through the ice, I promifed to fend for them when I could obtain it. \....-,.--.J 

It rained at intervals till about five o'clock; when we loaded our canoe, 

and Heered for the large ifiand, \Vefl fix miles. \Vhen we camc to the 

point of it, we found a great quantity of ice; we,however, fct our 

nets, and foon caught plenty of fifh. 

hunters, but they had taken nothing. 

In Ollr way thither we met our 

I took foundings at an hundred 

yards from the ifland, \',h(':n we were in twenty-one fathom water. Here 

we found abundance of cranberries and fmall fpring onions. I now dif

patched hvo men for M. Le Roux, and his people. 

A Southerly wind blew through the night, and drove the ice to the Sunday 21. 

Northward. The two men whom I had fent to M. Le Roux, returned 

at eight this morning; they parted with him at a fmall diflance from us, 

but the wind blew fo hard, that he was obliged to put to {hore. Having 

a glimpfe of the fun, when it was tweh'c by my watch, I foulld the lati

tude 61. 34. North latitude. At two in the afternoon, 1\1. Le Roux, and 

his people arrived. At five, the ice being almoH: all drivfn pafl to the 

Northward, we accordingly embarked, and fleered \Vefl fifteen miles, 

through much broken ice, and on the outfide of the ifiands, though it 

appeared to be very folid to the N orth-EaH. I founded three times in 

this difiance, and found it feventy-five, forty-four, and fixty fathom 

water. We pitched our tents on one of a clufler of fmall iflands that 

were within three miles of the main land, which we could not reach in 

confeq uence of the ice. 

We raw fome rein-deer on one of the iilands, and our hunters went 

In 
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in purfuit of them, when they killed five large and two fmall ones, which 

was eafily accomplillied, as the animals had no {belter to which they 

could run for proteCtion. They had, without doubt, croHed the ice 

to this fpot, and the thaw coming on had detained them there, and 

inade them an eaIy prey to the purfuer. This iOand was accordingly 

named IOe de Carrebreuf. 

I fat up the whole of this night to obferve the fetting and rifing of the 

fun. That orb was beneath the horizon four hours twenty-two minutes, 

and rore North 20 Eafl by compaIs. It, however, froze fo hard, that 

during the fun's difappearance the water was covered with ice half a 

quarter of an inch thick. 

We embarked at half pan: three in the morning, and rounding the out· 

fide of the ifiands, fleered N orth-VVen: thirteen miles along the ice, edging 

in for the main land, the wind Vvefi, then Wen: two miles; but it blew fo 

hard as to oblige us to land on an ifland at half pafi nine, from whence 

we could jufi difiinguifh land to the South-Eafi, at the difiance of about 

twelve leagues; though we could not determine, whether it was a con

tinuation of the iOands, or the {bores of the lake.'*' I took an obf~rva

tion at noon, which gave me 61. 53. North, the variation of the compafs 

being, at the fame time, about two points. M. Le Roux's people having 

provided two bags of pemican t to be left in the iOand againfi their re .. 

turn; it was called IJle a fa Cache. 

* Sometimes the land looms, [0 that there may be a great deception as to the dillance: and I think 
this was the cafe at prefent. , 

t F:fh dried in the fun, and afterwards pounded for the convenience of carriage. 

The 
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The wind being moderated, we proceeded again at half pan two in 1789. 
June. 

the afternoon, and fleering Weft by North among the iflands, made a 1_ ..... T~"'" 

courfe of eighteen miles. We encamped at eight o'clock on a fmall 

Wand, and !ince eight in the morning had not pa{fed any ice. Though 

the weather was far from being warm, we were tormented, and our rell 

interrupted, by the hoft of murquitoes that accompanied us. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP T E R II. 

Landed at fame lodges if Red-Knift Indwlls: procure one of them to qffzfl 
in navigating the bays. Conference 'U)ith the Indians. Take leave of 
M. Le Roux, and conlz'nue the voyage. Different appearances of the Land; 

its vegetable produce. Vijit all iJland u'/zere the wood had been felled. 

Further deJcription of the Cuajt. Plenty of ran and moofl-deer, and 

white partTidges. Enter a Vc'?y deep bt'). Interrupted by ice. Very 

blowing weather. Continue to coofl the bay. Arrive at the mouth of 

a river. Great numbers of fijh and wild-Jowl. Dejr.ription of the land 

on either )ide. Curious appearance of woods that II,tzd been burned. 

Came in fight ~f the Horn Mountain. Continue to kztl geefi and jwans, 

&c. Violent Jlorm. 

~ TOWARDS morning, the Tndians who had not been able to keep up 

with us the preceding day, now joined us, and brought two [wans and a 

goofe. At half paft three we re-embarked, and fleering \Veil by North a 

mile and an half, with a Northerly wind, we came to the foot of a traverfe 

acrofs a deep bay, Wefi five miles, which receives a confiderabIe river at 

the bottom of it; the difiance about twelve miles. The North.Weft 

fide of the bay was covered with many [mall iilands that were furrounded 

with ice; but the wind driving it a little off the land, we had a clear 

paffage on the infide of them. We fleered South-Weft nine miles under 
• fail, 
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fail, then North-Well nearly, through the iflands, forming a eourfe of 1789. 
June. 

fixteen miles. We landed on the main land at half pail t\ro in the after-~ 

noon at three lodges of Red-Knife Indians, fo called from their copper 

knives. They informed us, that there were many more lodges of their 

friends at no great difianee; and one of the Indians fet off to fetch 

them: they al[o faid, that we rnould fee no more of them at prefent; as 

the Slave and Beaver Indians, as ,veIl as others of the tribe, \vould not 

be here till the time that the fwans cail their feathers. In the afternoon 

it rained a torrent. 

M. Le Roux purchared of there IndiJns upwards of eight packs of \.\'cJnl'f. !4 

good beaver and marten {kins; and there were not above t\';cl ve of 

them qualified to kill beaver. The Eng lifh chief got upwards of an 

hundred {kins on the [core of debts due to him, of which he had many 

outfianding in this country. Forty of them he gave en account of debts 

clue by him finee the winters of 1786 and 1787, at the Slave Lake; the 

refi he exchanged for rum and other neceffary articles; and I added a 

fmall quantity of that liquor as an encouraging prerent to him and his 

young men. I had leveral confultations with there Copper Indian 

people, but could obtain no information that was material to our expe-

dition; nor were they acquainted with any part of the river, which was 

the objeCl of my reiearch, but the mouth of it. In order to rave as much 

time as pollible in circumnavigating the bays, I engaged one of the In~ 

dians to conduCl us; and I accordingly equipped him with various 

articles of clothing, &c. I alro purchafed a large new canoe, that he 

might embark with the two young Indians in my fervice. 

This day, at noon, I took an obfervation, \lihich,gave me 62. 24. Korth 

D latiturt· ; 
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latitude; the variation of the compafs being about twenty.fix or twenty

feven degrees to the Ea!l:. 

In the afternoon I affembled the Indians, in order to inform them that 

I il10uld take my departure on the following day; but that people would 

remain on the fpot till their countrymen, whom they had mentioned, 

Thould arrive; and that, if they brought a fufficient quantity of !kins to 

make it anfwer, the Frenchmen would return for more goods, with a 

view to winter here, and build a fort,* which would be continued as long 

as they lliould be found to deferve it. They affured lne, that it would be 

a great encouragement to them to have a fettlement of ours in their 

country; and that they fhould exert themfelves to the utmo!l: to kill 

beaver, as they would then be certain of getting an adequate value for 

them. Hitherto, they {aid, the Chepewyans always pillaged them; Of, 

at moil, gave little or nothing for the fruits of their labour, which had 

greatly difcouraged them; and that, in ccnfequence of this treatment, 

they had no motive to pUl-fue the beaver, but to obtain a fuHicient 

quantity of food and raiment. 

I now wrote to l\leffrs. l\lacleod and Mackenzie, and addreIred my 
papers to the former, at Athabafca. 

Thurfday 25. 'Ve left this place at three this morning, our canoe being deeply laden, 

as we had embarked fome packages that had come in the canoes of 

M. Le Roux. We were faluted on our departure with fome vollies of 

fmall arms, which we returned, and fteered South by Weft !lraight 

• Fort, is the name given to any eftablifhment in this country . . 
acrofs 
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acrofs the bay, which is here no more than two miles and a half broad, 

but, from the accounts of the natives, it is fifteen leagues in depth, 

with a much greater breadth in feveral parts, and full of iilands. I 

founded in the courfe of the traverfe and found fix fathoms with a. 

fandy bottom. Here, the land has a very different appearance from 

that on which 'we have been fince we entered the lake. Till we 

arri ved here there was one continued view of high hills and iiland~ 

of folid rock, whofe furface was occafionally enlivened with mofs, 

fhrubs, and a few fcattered trees, of a very fiinted growth from an in

fufficiency of foil to nourifh them. But, notwithfianding their barren 

appearance, almofi every part of them produces berries of various kinds, 

fuch as cranberries, juniper-berries, rafpberries, partridge berries, 

gooreberries, and the pathagomenan, which is fomething like a rafp

berry; it grows on a fmall fialk about a foot and a half high, in wet, 

moffy fpots. Thefe fruits are in great abundance, though they are not 

to be found in the fame places, but in fituations and afpeEls fuited to 

their peculiar natures. 

The land which borders the lake in this part is loore and fandy, but 

is well covered with wood, compored of trees of a larger growth: it 

gradually rifes from the [hore, and at fome diflance forms a ridge of 

high land running along the coafi, thick with wood and a rocky fummit 

tifing above it. 

We fleered South-South-Eafl: 
. 

nme 

much interrupted by drifting ice, and 

an ifland, where we, landed at feven. 

D2 

miles, when we were very 

with fome difficulty reached 

I immediately proceeded to 

the 

1789. 
June. 

1 
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the further part of it, in order to difcover if there was any probability 

of our being able to get from thence in the courfe of the day. It is 

about five miles· in circumference, and I was very rnuch furprized to 

find that the greater part of the wood with which it was formerly co· 

vered, had been cnt down within twelve or fifteen years, and that the 

remaining £lumps were become altogether rotten. On making inquiry 

concerning the caufe of this extraordinary circum£lance, the Englifh 

chief informed me, that feveral winters ago, many of the Slave Indians 

inhabited the iflands that were fcattered over the bay, as the furrounding 

waters abound with fifh throughout the year, but that they had been 

driven away by the Kni£lenaux, who continually made war upon them. 

If an eflablilllment is to be made in this country, it mufl be in the neigh

bom'hood of this place on account of the wood and the f-illiery. 

At eleven we ventured to re-embark, as the wind had driven the 

greateH part of the ice pan the ifland, though we ftill had to encounter 

fome broken pieces of it, which threatened to damage our canoe. We 

fleered South-Eafl: from point to point acrofs five bays, twenty-one miles. 

We took foundings feveral times, and found from fix to ten fathom 

water. I obferved that the country gradually defcended inland, and 

was £lill better covered with wood than in the higher parts. Wherever 

we approached the land, we perceived deferted lodges. The hunters 

killed two fwans and a beaver; and at length we landed at eight o~clock 

ill the evening, when we unloaded and gummed our canoe. 

Friday 26. We continued our route at five o'clock, fleering South·Eafi for ten 

miles acrofs two deep bays: then South-South-E:an, with ifiands in. fight; 

to 
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to the Eafiward. We then traverfed another bay in a courie of three , j 89· 
June. 

miles, then South one mile to a point which we named the Detour, and ~ 

South-South- \I\/efl four miles and an half, when there \V~S an heavy 

[well off the lake. Here I took an obfervation, when we were in 

61. 40". North latitude. \Ve then proceeded South-"\\7' efl four miles, and 

"\iV efi-South-Weft among iflands: on one of which our Indians killed 

two rein-deer, but we loa three hours aft wind in going for them: this 

courfe was nine miles. About [even in the evening we were obliged to 

land for the night, as the wind became too firong from the South-Eafl:. 

We thought we could obrerve land in this direEtion when the wind was 

coming on from lome difiance. On the other fide of the Detour, the 

land is low, and the !hore is flat and dangerous, there being no fafe 

place to land in bad weather, except in the iilands ,\'hich we had jufl: 

pafTed. There feemed to be plenty of moole and rein-deer in this 

country, as we faw their tracks ,""herever we landed. There were alfo . . 
great numbers of white partridges, which are at this fearon of a grey 

colour, like that of the moor-fowl. There was fame floating ice in the 

lake, and the Indians killed a couple of fwans. 

At three this morning we ,rere in the canoe, after having paffed a very 

reUlefs night from t!lC perfecution of the mufquitoes. The weath~r W::iS 

fine and calm, and our courfe vVeH-South-vVefl: nine miles, when we 

came to the foot of a traverfe, the oppofite point in fight bearing South

Weft, diflance twelve miles. The bay is at leafl eight miles deep, and this 

courfe two miles more, in all ten miles. It now became "very foggy, and us. 

the bays were fa numerous, we landed for two hours, when the ',\:e~lther" . , 

cleared up; and we took the advantage of fieering South thirteen miles.9 

and 
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and paned feveral [mall bays, when we came to the point of a very deep 

one, whofe extremity was not difcernible; the land bearing South from 

us, at the diflance of about ten miles. OUf guide not having been here 

for eight winters, was at a lofs ','I'hat courfe to take, though as well as he 

could recolleR, this bay appeared to be the entrance of the river. Ac

cordinO'I)' we {leered down it about Y\T en-South- 'iV eH, till we were in-b ' , 

volved in a field of broken ice. \Vc Hill could not difcover the bottom of 

the bay, and a fog coming 011, ma.1(· it very difhcult for us to get to an ifland 

to the South"\~/ efl, and it WJ.S nearl y dark when we effeRed a landing. 

SundaY:23. At a quarter p1H three we were Clgai:l on the water, and as we could 

perceive no current fetting into this bay, we made the beft of our way 

to the point that bore South from us yeflerday afternoon. We con

tinued our courfe South three miles more, South by Wefl feven miles, 

Wen fifteen miles, when by obrervation ,,'e were in 61 degrees 

North latitude; we then proceeded \Vefl-North- \Neft two miles. Here 

we came to the foot of a tra\'erfe, the oppoflte land bearing South-Well, 

diflance fourteen miles, when we fleered into a deep bay, about a 

Wefierly cou de; and though we had no land a head in fight, we in

dulged the hope of finding a paffage, which, according to the Indian, 

would condua us to the entrance of the river. 

Ha\'ing a fironoO' wind aft, we loa flaht of the Indians nor could we o , 

put on {hore to wait for them, without rifking material damage to 

the canoe, till we ran to the bottom of the bay, and were forced 

among the rufhes; when we difcovered that there was no paffage there. 

In about two or three hours they joined us, but would not approach our 

firt', 
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fire, as there 'was no good ground for an encampment: they emptied 

their canoe of the water which it had taken in, and continued their 

route, but did not encamp till fun-fet. The FngliOl chief was very much 

irritated againfi the Red-Knife Indian, and even threatened to murder 

him, for having undertaken to guide us in a courfe of which he was 

ignorant; nor had we any reafon to be fatisfied with him, though he 

Hill continued to encourage us, by declaring that he recollet1ed having 

pafTed from the river, through the woods, to the place where he had 

landed. In the blowing weather to-day, we were obliged to make ufe 

of our large kettle, to keep our canoe from filling, although we did not 

carry above three feet fail. The Indians very narrowly e[caped.. 

1789. 
June. 
~ 

VVe embarked at four this evening, and fleered along the South- Monday 29~ 

WeH fide of the bay. At halfpaH five \\'e reached the extremity of the 

point, which we doubled, and found it to be the branch or pafTage that 

was the objet1 of our fearch, and occauoned by a very long ifland, which 

feparates it from the main channel of the river. It is about half a mile 

acro[s, and not more than fix feet in depth; the water appeared to 

abound in lilli, and \\'as covered with fowl, fuch as fwans, geefe, and 

feveral kinds of ducks, particularly black ducks, that were very 

numerous, but we could not get within gun {hot of them. 

The current, though not \'cry firong, fet us South-',.Vefi by Weft, 

and we followed this courfe fourteen miles, till we pafTed the point of 

the long ifland, where the Slave Lake difCharges itfelf, and js ten miles 

in breadth. There is not more than from five to two fathom water, 

fo that when the lake is low, it may be prefumed the greaten part of 

this 
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this channel ffi\lfi be dry. The river now turns to the wefiward, 

oecominO" aradually narrower for twenty-four miles, till it -is not more 
bb . 

than half a mile wide; the current, however, is then much £tronger, and 

the foundings were three fathon1 and a half. The land on the North 

HlOre from the lake is low, and covered with trees; that to the South 

is much higher, and has alfo an abundance of wood. The current is very 

{hong, and the banks are of an equal height on both fides, confifiing 

of a yellow clay, mixed with fmall Hones; they are covered with large 

quantities of burned wood, lying on the ground, and young poplar trees, 

t:lat have fprung up fince the fire that defiroyed the larger wood. It is 

a very curious and extraordinary circumfiance, that land covered with 

fpruce pine, and white birch, when laid wafie by fire, Ihould fubfe

quently produce nothing but poplars, where none of that fpecies of tree 

were previoufly to be found. 

A fiiff breeze from the Eafiward drove us on at a great rate under 

fail, in the f.:lme courfe, though obliged to wind among iHands. We 

kept the North channel for about ten miles, whore current is much 

Hronger than that of the South; fo that the latter is con£equently 

the better road to come up. Here the river widened, and the wind 

dying aWdY, we had recourre to our paddles. We kept OUT courie 

to the North-\Vefi, on the North fide of the river which is here , 
n1uch wider, and affumes the form of a {mall lake; we could not, 

however, difcover an opening in any direaion, fo that we were at a 

lors what courfe to take, as our Red-Knife Indian had never ex-. 

plored beyond our prefent fituation. He at the fame time informed 

us that a river falls ill from the North, which takes its rife in the HOFll 

Mountain, now in fight, which is the country of the Beaver Indians; 

and 
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and that he and his relations frequently meet on that river. He a1fo 

added, that there are very extenfive plains on both fides of it, which 

abound in buffaloes and moofe deer. 

By keeping this courfe, we got into {hallows, fa that we were 

forced to fleer to the left, till we recovered deep water, which we 

followed, till the channel of the river opened on us to the fouthward. 

we now made for the {hore, and encamped foon after funfet. Our 

courfe ought to have been Wefl fifteen miles, fince we took to the 

paddle, the Horn Mountains bearing from us North- \\Tefl, and running 

North-North-Eall: and South-South-\!\Tefl. Our foundings, which were 

frequent during the courfe of the day, were from three to fix fathoms 

water. The hunters killed two geefe and a fwan: it appeared, indeed, 

that great numbers of fowls breed in the iilands which we had paffed. 

... I 

At four this morning we got under way, the weather being fine and Tuc:Clay 30' 

calm. Our courfe was South-Well: by South thirty-fix miles. On the 

South fide of the river is a ridge of low mountains, running Eafi and 

Well by compars. The Indians picked up a white goore, which 

appeared to have been lately {hot with an arrow, and was quite ffelli. 

We proceeded South-Wefl by South fix miles, and then came to a bay 

on our left, which is fuB of rmall iflands, and appeared to be the entrance 

of a river from the South. Here the ridge of mountains terminates. 

This courfe was fifteen miles. 

At fix in the afternoon there was an appearance of bad weather; we 

landed, therefore, for the night; but before we could pitch our tents, a 

E "iolent 
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violent tempefl: came on, with thunder, lightning, and rain, which, how-

I ever, foon ceared, but not before we had fuffered the inconvenience of 

being drenched by it. The Indians were very much fatigued, having 

been employed in running after wild fowl, which had lately call their 

feathers; they, however, caught five [wans, and the fame number of 

geefe. I founded feveral time$ in the courIe of the day, and found from 

four to fix fathoms water 

CHAP. 
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C HAP T E RIll. 

Continue OUr courfe. The river narrows. Lf!!l the lead. PajJed a fmall 

rzver. Violent rain. Land on a finall ijland. ExpeEl to arrive at the 

rapids. Conceal two bags of pemican in an ijland. A view of mountains. 

Pqfs feveral encampments of the natives. Arrive among the ijlands. 

Afcend an high hill. Violence of the cun'ent. Ice feen along the banks 

of the river. Land at a village if tlte natives. Their conduEl and 

appearance, Their fabulous Jlories. The EngliJh Chief and Illdians 

diftontented. Obtain a new guide. Singular cufloms of the natives. 

An account of their dances. Deflription of their pe?fons, dTejs, orna

ments, buildings, army for war and hunting, canoes, &c. PaJ!ed on 

among ijlands. Encamped beneath an hill, and prevented from aftending 

hy the mufquitoes. Landed at an encampment. ConduEt of the inha

bitants. They abound infabulous accounts of dangers. Land at other 

encampments. PTocure plenty of hares and partTidges. Our guide 

anxious to return. Land and alarm the natives, called the Hare 

indians, &c. Exchange our guide. State of the weather. 

• 

q8~. 
July. 

AT half pail four in the morning we continued our voyage, and in ~ 
a fi10rt time found the river narrowed to about half a mile. OUf 

courfe was 'iVefierly among ifiands, with a {hong current. Though 

the land is high on both fides, the banks are not perpendicular. This 

E 2 caurle 
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1789. .. courfe was twenty-one miles; and on founding we found nine fathoms 
July. 
~ water. We then proceeded W ell-N orth-WeH nine miles, and pafTed a 

river upon the South-Eaft fide; we founded, and found twel ve fathoms; 

and then we went North-Weft by Weft three miles. Here I loft my 

lead, which had fa He ned at the bottom, with part of the line, the current 

running fo {hong that we could not clear it with eight paddles, and the 

firength of the line, which was equal to four paddles. Continued North 

by Well five miles, and faw an high mountain, bearing South from us; 

we then proceeded N orth-Weft by North four miles. We now pafTed a 

fmall river on the North fide, then doubled a point to Wefi-South

Well:. At one o'clock there came on lightning and thunder, with wind 

and rain, which ceaied in about half an hour, and left us almofi de

luged with wet, as we did not land. There were great quantities of 
ice along the banks of the river. 

We landed upon a fmall iiland, where there were the poles of four 

lodges fianding, which we concluded to have belonged to the Knifii

neaux, on their war excurfions, fix or feven years ago. This courfe was 

fifteen miles 'iV ell, to where the river of the Mountain falls in from 

the Southward. It appears to be a very large river, whofe mouth is 

half a mile broad. About fix miles further a fmall river flows in the 

fame direflion; and our whole courfe was twenty-four miles. We 

landed oppofite to an iiland, the mountains to the Southward being in 

fight. As our canoe was deeply laden, and being alfo in daily ex

peflation of coming to the rapids or fall, which we had been taught to 

confider with apprehenfion, we concealed two bags of pemican in the 

oppofite iiland, in the hope that they would be of future fervice to us. 

The 
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The Indians were of a different opinion, as they entertained no expec

tation of returning that fearon, when the hidden provifions would be 

fpoiled. Near us were two Indian encampments of the Ian year. By 
the manner in which there people cut their wood, it appears that they 

have no iron tools. The current was very {lrong during the whole of 

this day's voyage; and in the article of provifions two [wans were all 

that the hunters were able to procure. 

• 
1789. 
July. 

'-r--I 

The morning was very foggy; but at half pall five we embarked; it Thurfday 2. 

cleared up, however, at feven, when we dircovered that the water, fram 

being very limpid and clear, was become dark and muddy. This alter-

ation mull have proceeded from the influx of fome river to the South-

ward, but where thefe {!reams firll blended their waters the fog had 

prevented us from obferving. At nine we perceived a very high moun-

tain a-head, which appeared, on our nearer approach, to be rather a 

clufier of mountains, firetching as far as our view could reach to the 

Southward, and whofe tops were loU in the clouds. At noon there was 

lightning, thunder, and rain, and at one, we came abreafl of the moun-

tains: their fummits appeared to be barren and rocky, but their declivi-

ties were covered with wood: they appeared alIa to be fprinkled with 

white Hones, which gliHened in the fun, and were called by the Indians 

manetoe aJeniah, or fpirit fianes. I fufpeaed that they were Talc, though 

they poffefTcd a more brilliant whiteners: on OUf return, however, thefe 

appearances were dilfolved, as they were nothing more than patches of 

fnow. 

Our tourfe had been '''eft-South. Wen thirty miles, and we pro

ceeded 
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reeded with great caution, as we continually expeaed to approach fome 

great rapid or fall. This was fuch a prevalent idea, that all of us were 

occafionally perfuaded that we heard thofe founds which betokened a fall 

of water. Our courfe changed to Weft by North, along the mountains, 

twelve miles, North by Weft twenty-one miles, and at eight o'clock in the 

evening we went on al0re for the night on the North fide of the river. 

'Ve faw feveral encampments of the natives, fome of which had been 

ereCled in the prefent lpring, and others at fome former period. The 

hunters killed only one fwan and a beaver: the latter was the firft of 

its kind which we had feen in this river. The Indians complained of the 

perfeverance with which we pufhed forward, and that they were not 

accuflomed to fuch fevere fatigue as it occafioned. 

Friday 3. The rain was continual through the night, and did not fubfide till 

[even this morning, when we embarked and fleered North-North-Weft for 

twelve miles, the river being enclofed by high mountains on either fide. 

We had a {hong head-wind, and the rain was fo violent as to compel 

us to land at ten o'clock. According to my reckoning, fince my lail 

obfervation, we had run two hundred and feventeen miles Well, and 

forty-four miles North. At a quarter pail two the rain fubfided, and 

we got again under way, our former courfe continuing for five miles. 

Here a river fell in from the North, and in a !hort time the current be

came {hong and rapid, running with great rapidity among rocky iilands, 

which were the firH that we had feen in this river, and indicated our 

near approach to rapids and falls. Our prefent courfe was North

\Veil by 1':orth ten miles, North-Weil three miles, vVeil-North-vVdl 

twelve miles, and North-Weil three miles, when we encamped at eight 

In 
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in the evening, at the foot of an high hill, on the north {bore, which in 

fome parts rofe perpendicular from the river. I immediately afcended it' 
accompanied by two men and fome Indians, and in about an hour and 

an half: with very hard walking, we gained the fummit, when I was very 

much furprized to find it crowned by an encampment. The Indians in

formed me, that it is the cullom of the people who have no arms to 

choofe thefe elevated fpots for the places of their refidence, as they can 

render them inaccellible to their enemies, particularly the Knilleneaux, 

of whom th~y are in continual dread. The profpeEl from this height 

was not fo extenfive as we expe8ed, as it was terminated by a circular 

range of hills, of the fame elevation as that on which we flood. The in

tervals between the hills were covered with fmall lakes, which were inha

bited by great numbers of fwans. We faw no trees but the pine and the 

birch, which were fmall in fize and few in number. 

We were obliged to {horten our flay here, from the fwarms of muf

quitoes which attacked us on all fides, and were, indeed, the only in

habitants of the place. We faw feveral encampments of the natives in 

the courfe of the day, but none of them were of this year's efiablifh

mente Since four in the afternoon the current had been fo flrong that it 

was, at length, in an a8ual ebullition, and produced an hilling noire like 

a kettle of water in a moderate flate of boiling. The weather was now 

become extremely cold, which was the more fenfibly felt, as it had been 

very iultry fome time before and {ince we had been in the river. 

1789. 
July. 

At five in the morning the wind and weather having undergone no Saturday, 

alteration from yefierday~ we proceeded North-Weft by Weft twenty-two 

miles) 

J 
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miles, North-Wen: fix miles, North-Weft by North four miles, and Weft 

N orth-Wen: five miles: we then pafTed the mouth of a fmall river from 
the North, and after doubling a point, South-Weft one mile, we paffed, 
the influx of another river from the South. We then continued our 

courfe North-North-Wefi, with a mountain a-head, fifteen miles, when 

the opening of two rivers appeared oppofite to each other: we then prQoo 

ceeded Wen: four miles, and N orth-WeH thirteen miles. At eight in the 

evening, we encamped on an ifland. The current was as {lrong through 

the whole of this day as it had been the preceding afternoon;. neverthelel$, 

a quantity of ice appeared along the banks of the river. The hunters 

killed a beaver and a goofe, the former of which funk before they could 

get to him: beavers, otters, bears, &c. if {hot dead at once, remain like 

a bladder, but if there remains enough of life for them to firuggle, they 
foon fill with water and go to the bottom. 

The fun fet lafl night at fifty-three minutes paft nine, by my watch, 

and rofe at [even minutes before two this morning: we embarked foon 

after, fleering N orth-N orth. VVen, through iflands for five miles, and Weft 
four miles. The river then encreafed in breadth, and the current began to 

flacken in a fmall degree; after the continuation of our courfe." we perceiv .. 

ed a ridge of high mountains before us, covered with fnow, Weft-South

Well ten miles, and at three-quarters pan [even o'clock, we law feveral 

fmokes on the North fhore, which we made every exertion to approach. 

As we drew nearer, we difcovered the natives running about in great ap
parent confu fion; fome were making to the woods, and others hurrying 

to their canoes. Our hunters landed before us, and addreffed the few 

that had not dcaped, in the Chipewyan language, which, fo gr¢at Wa$ 

their 
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their confufion and terror, they did not appear to underfland. But 

when they perceived that it was impoffible to avoid us, as we were all 

landed, they made us figns to keep at a diflance, with which we com

plied, and not only unloaded our canoe, but pitched our tents, be

fore we made any attempt to approach them. During this interval, the 

Englifh chief and his young men were employed in reconciling them 

to our arrival: and when they had recovered from their alarm. 

of hofiile intention, it appeared that fame of them perfeclly COffi* 

prehended the language of our Indians; fo that they were at length 

perfuaded, though not without evident figns of reluE1ance and appre~ 

henGon, to come to us. Their reception, however, foon diffipated their 

fears, and they hafiened to call their fugitive companions from their 

hiding places. 

There were nve families, confining of twenty-five or thirty perfon<;, 

and of two different tribes, the Slave and Dog-rib Indians. vVe made 

them fmoke, though it was evident they did not know the ufe of tobacco; 

we likewife fupplied them with grog; but I am difpofed to think, that 

they accepted our civilities rather from fear than inclination. We ac

quired a more effeaual influence over them by the difhibution of knives, 

beads, awls,. rings, gartering, fire-Heels, flints, and hatchets; fa that they 

became more familiar even than we expeE1ed, for we could not keep 

them out of our tents: though I did not obferve that they attempted to 

purloin any thing. 

The information which they gave refpeRing the river, had fa much 

. of the fabulous, that I {ball not detail it: it will be fuflicient jufl 

F to 
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to mention their attempts to per[uade us, that it would require feveral 

winters to get to the rea, and that old age would come upon us before 

the period of our return: we were alfo to encounter monners of fuch 

horrid {hapes and deflruaive powers as could only exifl in their wild 

imaginations. They added, befides, that there were two impaffable falls 

in the river, the firfi of which was about thirty days march from us. 

Though I placed no faith in there {!range relations, they had a very 

different effea upon our Indians, who were already tired of the voyage. 

It was their opinion and anxious willi, that we {bould not hefitate to 

return. They faid that, according to the information which they had 

received, there were very few animals in the country beyond us. and 

that as we proceeded, the fcarcity would increafe, and we {bould abfo

Iutely perifh from hunger, if no other accident befel us. It was with no 

fmall trouble that they were convinced of the folly of thefe reafonings; 

and, by my defire, they induced one of thofe Indians to accompany 

us, in confideration of a [mall kettle, an axe, a knife, and fome other 

articles. 

Though it was now three o'clock in the afternoon, the canoe was 

ordered to be reloaded, and as we were ready to embark our new 

recruit was defired to prepare himfelf for his departure, which he would 

have declined; but as none of his friends would take his place, we may 

be [aid, after the delay of an hour, to have compelled him to embark. 

Previous to his departure a ceremony took place, of which I could 

not learn the meaning: he cut off a lock of his hair, and having 

divided it into three parts, he fafiened one of them to the hair on the 

upper 



NORTH-WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA. 

upper part of his wife's head, blowing on it three times with the utmofl 1789. 
July. 

violence in his power, and utt~ring certain words. The other two he "'---'-

faflened with the fame formalities, on the heads of his two children. 

During our Chort flay with thefe people, they amufed us with dancing, 

which they accompanied with their voices; but neither their fang or 

their d.:ll1ce poffeITed much variety. The men and women formed a pro

mifcuous ring. The former have a bone dagger or piece of flick be

tween the fingers of the right hand, which they keep extended above the 

head, in continual motion: the left they feldom raile fa high, but work 

it backwards and forwards in an horizontal direEtion; while they leap 

about and throw themfelves into various antic poflures, to the meafure of 

their mufic, always bringing their heels clofe to each other at every 

paufe. The men occafionally howl in imitation of fame animal, and he 

who continues this violent exercife for the longefl period, appears to 

be confidered as the bell performer. The women fuffer their arms to 

hang as without the power of motion. They are a meagre, ugly, ill

made people, particularly about the legs, which are very clumfy and co~ 

vered \\,ith fcabs. The latter circumflance proceeds probably from their 

habitually roaRing them before the fire. Many of them appeared to be 

in a very unhealthy flate, which is owing, as I imagine, to their natural 

fiIthinefs. They are of a moderate nature, and as far as could be difco r -, 

vered, through the coat of dirt and greafe that covers them, are of a 

fairer complexion than the generality of Indians who are the natives of 

warmer climates. 

Some of them have their hair of a great length; while others fuffer 

a long trefs to fall behind, and the rell is cut fa iliort as to expo[c 

F2 their 
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their ears, but no other attention whatever is paid to it. The beards of 

fome of the old men were long, and the reU bad them pulled out by 

the roots, fa that not an hair could be feen on their chins. The men 

have two double lines, either blacL or blue, tattooed upon each cheek, 

from the ear to the nofe. The grinIe of the latter is perforated fo as 

to admit a goofe-q uill or a fmall piece of wood to be paffed through the 

orifice. Their clothing is made of the dreffed fkins of the rein or moofe. 

deer, though more commonly of the former. Thefe they prepare in the 

hair for winter, and make fhirts of both, which reach to the middle 

of their thighs. Some of them are decorated with an embroidery of 

very neat workmanillip with porcupine quills and the hair of the moore, 

coloured red, black, yellow, and white. Their upper garments are fuf. 

ficiently large to cover the whole body, with a fringe round the bottom, 

and are ufed both fleeping and awake. Their leggins come half way up 

the thigh, and are fewed to their {hoes: they are embroidered round the 

anele, and upon every feam. The drefs of the women is the fame as 

that of the men. The former have no covering on their private parts, 

except a taffel of leather which dangles from a fmall cord, as it appears, 

to keep off the flies, which would otherwife be very troublefome. 

\Vhether circumcifion be praaifed among them, I cannot pretend to 

fay, but the appearance of it was general among thore whom I faw. 

Their ornaments confifi of gorgets, bracelets for the arms and wrills, 

made of wood, horn, or bone, belts, garters, and a kind of band to go 

round the head, compored of {hips of leather of one inch and an half , 
broad, embroidered with porcupine quills, and {luck round with the 

claws of bears or wild fowl inverted, to which are fufpended a few {hort 

thongs of the £kin of an animal that refembles the ermine, in the form 

I of 
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of a taffel. Their cinRures and garters are formed of porcupine quills 1 7'! 9· 
j.liy. 

woven with finews, in a {lyle of peculiar fi{ill and neutneis: they have l..--v-....J 

others of different materials, and more ordinary workmanfhip; and to 

both they attach a long fringe of firings of leather, worked round with 

hair of various colours. Their mittens are alfo fufpended from the 

nrck in a pootion con\"enient for the reception of the hands. 

Their lodges are of a very omple firu8ure: a few poles fupported by 

a fork, and forming a femicircle at the bottom, wilh fome branches or ~ 

piece of bark as a covering, confiitutes the \rhole of their native architec

ture. They build two of thefe huts facing each other, and make th~ 

fire between them. The furniture harmonifes with the buildings: they 

have a few dirhes of wood, bark, or horn; the vefIds in \\'hich they 

cook their v!Cluals, d. e in the {bape of a gourd, narrow at the top and 

wide at the bottom, and of watape*, fabricated in fuch a manner as to' 

hold water, which is made to boil by pUtting a fucceffion of red-hot Hones 

into it. Thefe veffels contain from two to fix gallons. They have a num

ber of fmaIlleather bags to hold their embroidered work, lines, and nets. 

They always keep a large quantity of the fibres of willow bark, which they 

work into thread on their thighs. Their nets are from three to forty 

fathoms in length, and from thirteen to thirty-ox mefhes in depth. The 

{hort deep ones they fet in the eddy current of rivers, and the long ones 

in the lakes. They likewife make lines of the finews of the rein-deer, 

and manufaElure their hooks .from wood, horn, or bone. Their arms 

and weapons for hunting, are bows and arrows, fpears, daggers, and poga-

• Watape is the name given to the divic:ed roots of the fpruce-fir, which the I1Jt;ns weave into a 

degree of compactnc[s that renders it capable of cont~tllling a fluid. '1 he difkrent pJrts of the bark 

canoes are a1l0 fewed together with this kind of filament. 
~. 

magan~~ 

• 
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magans, or clubs. The bows are about five or fix feet' in length, an( 

the firings are of uncws or raw £kins. The arrows are two feet aD( 

an half long, including the barb, which is varioufly formed of bone 

horn, flint, iron, or copper, and are winged with three feathers. Th~ 

pole of the fpears is about fix feet in length, and pointed with a barbed 

bone of ten inches. \Vith this weapon they {hike the rein-deer in the 

water. The daggers are flat and {harp-pointed, about twelve inches 

long, and made of horn or bone. The pogamagon is made of the horn 

of the rein-deer, the branches being all cut off, except that which forms the 

extremity. This infhument is about two feet in length, and is employ

ed to difpatch their enemies in battle, and fuch animals as they catch in 

fnares placed for that purpo[e. Thefe are abvut three fathom long, and 

are made of the green fl(in of the rein or mGo{e-deer, but in fuch {mall 

{hips, that it requires from ten to thirty {hand;) to make this cord, 

• which is not thicker than a cod.lll1e; and {hong enough to refill 

any animal that can be entangled in it. Snares or nooles are alfo 

made of finews to take leffer animals, fuch as hares and white partridges, 

which are very numerous. Their axes are mar:i:faBured of a piece of 

brown or grey {lone from fix to eight inches long, and two inches thick. 

The inude is flat, and the outfid~ round and tapering to an edge, an 

inch wide. They are fafiened by the middle WIth the flat fide inwards 

to an handle two feet long, with a cord of green fltZin. This is ~hetool 

with which they fplit their wood, and we believe, the only one of its kind 

among them. They kindle fire, by {hiking together a piece of white or 

yellow pyrites and a flint fione, over a piece of touchwood. They are 

univerfally provided with a [mall bag containing thefe materials, fo that 

they are in a continual flate of preparation to produce fire. From the ad-

joining 
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joining tribes, the Rc;d-Knives and Chepewyans, they procure, in barter 17&9, 
July. 

for marten !kins and a few beaver, [mall pieces of iron, of which they '-=-.. 

manufaCture knives, by fixing them at the end of a lliort flick, and with 

them and the beaver's teeth, they finifh all their work. They keep them 

in a fheath hanging to their neck, which alfo contains their awls both of 

iron and horn. 

Their canoes are [mall, pointed at both ends, flat-bottomed and co

vered in the fore part. They are made of the bark of the birch-tree and 

fir-wood, but of fo flight a conHruction, that the man whom one of thefe 

light vends bears on the water, can, in return, carry it over land with

out any diHlculty. It is very feldom that more than one perIon embarks 

in them, nor are they capable of receiving more than two. The 

paddles are fix feet long, one half of which is occupied by a blade, 

of about eight inches wide. Thefe people informed us, that we 

had pafTed large bodies of Indians. who inhabit the mountains on the 

EaR fide of the ri ver. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon V\'C' embarked, and our Indian ac

quaintance promifed to remain on the bank of the river till the fall, in 

cafe we fhould return. Our courfe was \,yefl-South-\Yefi, and we foon 

pafTed the Great Bear Lake River, which is of a conGderable depth, and 

an hundred yards wide: its water is clear, and has the greenifh hue of the 

[ea. We had not proceeded more than fix miles when we were obliged 

to land for the liight, in confequence of an heavy guH of wind, accom

panied with rain. We encamped beneath a rocky hill, on the top of 

which, according to the information of our guide, it blew a florm every 

day 
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day throughout the year. lIe found himfelf very uncomfortable in 

his new Gtuation, and pretenclcd that he was very ill, in or~er that he 
might be permitted to 1 eturn to his relations. To prevent his efcape, 

it became neceITary to keep a nr~a watch oyer him during the night. 

,\t three o'clock, in a very raw and cloudy morning, we embarked, 

and fleered vVefl-.south-vVeIl four miles, vVen four miles, Weft-North. 

\Veil five miles, 'Vefl eight miles, VVefi by South fixteen miles, Weft 

twenty -feven miles, South-\Vefl nine miles, then 'Vert fix miles, and 

encamped at half pafi feven. We paffed through numerous illands, 

~nd had the ridge of fno\\'y mountains always in fight. Our conduElor 

informed us that great numbers of bears, and fmall white buffaloes, 

frequent thole mountains, which are alfo inhabited by Indians. We 

encamped in a fimilar utuation to that of the preceding evening, beneath 

another high rocky hill, which I attempted to afcend, in company with 

one of the hunters, but before we had got half way to the fummit, we were 

al1110fl fuffocated by clouds of mufquitoes, and were obliged to return. 

I obferved, however, that the mountains terminated here, and that a 

river flowed from the vVefiward: I alfo difcovered a firong ripling 

current, or rapid, which ran clofe under a fieep precipice of the hill. 

Tu~rc.lJ)' 7. \Ve embarked at four in the morning, and crofTed to the oppo-

ute fide of the river, in confequence of the rapid; but we might 

have fpared ourfelves this trouble, as there would have been no dan

ger in continuing our courfe, without any circuitous deviation what

ever. This circumfiance con vinced us of the erroneous account given 

by the natives of the great arid approaching dangers of our navigation, 

as 
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as this rapid was Hated to be one of them. Our courfe was now N orth- 1789' 
June. 

North. "Vefl three miles, \Yefi·N orth· \ Yell four miles, North· y..r ell \......-v--J 

ten miles, North two miles, when we came to a river that flowed frOln 

the Eafiward. Here we landed at an encampment of four fires, all the 

inhabitants of which ran off with the utmoll fpeed, except an~old man and 

an old woman. Our guide called aloud to the fugitives, and entreated 

them to flay, but without effeCt: the old man, however, did not hefitat~ 

to approach us, and reprefented himfelf as too far advanced in life, and 

too indifferent about the fhort time he had to remain in the world, to 

be very an~ious ,about efe-aping from any danger that threatened him; 

at the lame time he pulled his grey hairs from his head by handfulls to 

difi.ribute among us, and implored our fayour for himfelf and his rela-

tIons. Our guide, however, at length removed his fcars, and perfuaded 

him to recall the fugitives, who confined of eighteen people; whom I 

reconciled to me on their return with pre1ents of beads, knives, awls, &c. 

'with which they appeared to be greatly delighted. They differed in 

no refpeEl: from thofe whom we had already feen; nor were they defi-

cient in hoIpitable attentions; they provided us with fiOl, w hien was 

very well boiled, and cheerfully accepted by us. Our guide flill 

nckened after his home, and was fa anxious to return thither, that we 

were under the neceffity of forcing him to embark. 

There people informed us that v,,'e ,4lere clore to another great rapid~ 

and that there were feveral lodges of their relations in its "icinity. 

Four canoes, with a man in each, followed us, to point out the par

ticular channels we fhould follow for the {ecure paITage of the rapid. 

They aHo abounded in difcouraglng flories concerning the dangers and 

·difficulties which we were to encounter. 

G from 
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From hence our courfe was North-North-EaR two miles, when the 

river appeared to be enclofed, as it were, with lofty, perpendicular, 

white rocks, which did not afford us a very agreeable profpe&. We 

now went on {bore in order to examine the rapid, but did not perteive 

any figns of it, though the Indians £lill continued to magnify its dangers: 

however, as they ventured down it, in their fmall canoes, our appre

henfions were confequently removed, and we followed them at fome 

difiance, but did not find any increafe-in the rapidity of the current; 

at length the Indians informed us that we fhould find no other rapid 

but that which was now bearing us along. The river at this place is 

not above three hundred yards in breadth, but on founding I found 

fifty fathoms water. At the two rivulets that offer their tributary fireams 

from either fide, we found fix families, confifiing of about thirty-five 

perrons, \\;ho gave us an ample quantity of excellent fi{b, which were, 

however, confined to white fifh, the poillon inconnu, and another of a 

round form and greenilh colour, which was about fourteen inches ia 

length. \Ve gratified them with a few prefents, and continued our 

voyage. The men, however, folIo'wed us in fifteen canoes. 

This narrow channel is three miles long, and its courfe North-North

Eafi. Vve then {leered North three miles, and landed at an encamp

ment of three or more families, containing twenty-two per[ons, which 

was fituated on the bank of a river, of a confiderable appearance, which 

(arne hom the Eafiward. vVe obtained hares and partridges from there 

people, and preIented in return, fuch articles as greatly delighted them. 

They very much regretted that they had no goods or merchandize to 

exchange with llS) as they had left them at a lake, from whence the tiver 

i[ued. 
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iifued, and in whofe vicinity fome of their people were employed In 

fetting fnares for rein deer. They engaged to go for their articles 

of trade, and would wait our return, which we affured them would be 

within two months. There was a youth among them in the capacity 

of a {lave, whom our Indians underftood much better than any of the 

natives of this country, whom they had yet feen: he was invited to 

accompany us, but took the firfi opportunity to conceal himfelf, and 

we faw him no more. 

'Ve now Reered Weft five miles, when we again landed, and found 

two families, containing feven people, but had reafon to believe that 

there were others hidden in the woods. We received from them two 

do·zen of hares, and they were about to boil two more, which they 

alfo gave us. We were not ungrateful for their kindne[s, and left 

them. Our courfe was now North-Weft four miles, and at nine we 

lanoed and pitched our tents, when one of our people killed a grey 

crane. Our conduaor renewed his complaints, not, as he a!fured us, 

from any apprehenfion of our ill-treatment, but of the Efquimaux, whonl 

he reprefented as a very wicked and malignant people; who would put 

us all to death. He added, a1[0, that it was but two [ummers fince a 

large party of them came up this river, and killed many of his relations. 

Two Indians followed us from the laft lodges. 

! 789. 
July. 

L '" 

At half pan two in the morning we -embarked, and fleered a'Vellerly '\'edneC ~ 

courfe, and foon after put afhore at two lodges of nine Indians. \Ve 

made them a few trifling prefents, but without difembarking, and had 

proceeded but a fmall diftance from thence, when we obferved feveral 

G 2 fmokes 

I 
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17 89- fmokes beneath an hill, on the North {hare, and on our approach we 
July. - h d h 

'--~ perceived the natives climbing the afcent to gaIn t e woo s. T e 

Indians, however, in the two fmall canoes which were ahead of us, 

having aITured them of our friendly intentions, they returned to their 

fires, and we difembarked. Several of thelll were clad in hare-fkins, 

but in every other circumfiance they refembled thofe whom we had 

already feen. We were, however, informed that they were of a different 

tribe, called the Hare Indians, as hares and filli are their principal fup

port, from the fcarcity of rein-deer and beaver, which are the only 

animals of the larger kind that frequent this part of the country. 

They were twenty-five in number; and among them was a woman who 

was affliCted with an abcefs in the belly, and reduced, in confequence, 

to a mere fkeleton: at the fame time feveral old women were finging. 

and howling around her; but whether thefe noifes were to operate as a 

charm for her cure, or merely to arnufe and confole her, I do not pre

tend to determine. A fmall quantity of our u[ual prefents 'Were 

received by them with the greateR fatisfaaion. 

Here we made an exchange of our guide, who had become fo trouble- . 

fome that we were obliged to watch him night and day, except when 

he was upon the water. The man, however, who had agreed to g.o in 

his place iaon repented of his engagement, and endeavoured to perfuade 

us that fame of his relations furth~r down the river, would readily ac

company us, and were much better acquainted with the river than him

felf. But, as he had informed us ten minutes before that we fhould fee 
no more of his tribe, we paid very little attention to his remonfirances, 
and compelled him to embark~ 

In 
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In about three hours 'a man overtook us in a fmall canoe, and we 1789. 

July. 
fufpeEl:ed that his o~jea was to facilitate, in [orne way or other, the I..--y_-' 

efcape of our conduRor. About twelve we alfo obferved an Indian 

wal~\.l~g along the North-Eall fl10re, when the fmall canoes paddled 

towards him. 'Ve accordingly followed, and found three men, three 

women, and two children, who had been on an hunting expedition. 

They had fome flefh of the rein-deer, which they offered to' us, but it 

was [0 rotten, as well as ~ffenfi.ve to the fmell, that we excufed our-

[elves from accepting it. They had alfo their wonderful flories of 

danger and terror, as wrH as their countrymen, whom we had already 

feen; and we were now informed, that behind the oppofite iiland there 

was a Manitoe or fpirit, in the river, which fwallowed every perf on that 

approached it. As it would have employed half a day to have indulged 

our curiofity in proceeding to examine this ph<enomenon, we did not 

deviate from our coude, but left thefe people with the ufual prefents, 

and proceeded on our voyage. Our courfe and diflance this day were 

Well twenty-eight miles, Wefi-N orth-vVell twer-::ty-three miles, Vvefl

South-WeCl: fix miles, Wefl by North five miles, South-'.iVcfl four miles, 

and encamped at eight o'clock. A fog prevailed the greater part of 

the day, with frequent !howers of [mall rain. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP T E R IV. 

The new guide ?nakes his efcape. Compel another to fupPly his place. 

Land at an encampment 0/ another tribe rf Indians. Account oj their 

manners, drefs, weapons, &c. Traffic with them. Deftription of a 

beautiful fifo. Engage another guide. His curious behaviour. Kilt a 

fox and ground-hog. Land at an encampment if a tribe called the 

Degutlue Denees, or Quarellers. Saw flax growing wild. The varying 

charaEler of the river and its banks. Diflant mountains. Perplexity 

from the numerous channels of the river. Determined to proceed. Land 

where there had been an encampment of the Efqufmaux. Saw large 

flocks of wild fowl. View of the fun at midnight. Deftription oj a 

place lately dejerted by the Indians. Houfts if the natives defcribtd. 
F'requent flowers. Saw a black fox. The diJcontents of our hunters rt
newed, and pacified. Face of the country. Land at ajpot lately inha
bited. Peculiar circumjtances of it. Arrive at the entrance of tM lu.ke 
Proceed to an ijland. Some account of it. 

July. T 
~ HUNDER and rain prevailed during the night, and~ in the courfe 

of it, our guide deferted; we therefore compelled another of there 

people, very much againft his will, to fupply the place of his fugitive 

countryman. We alfo took away the paddles of one of them who 

remained 
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remained behind, that he might not follow us on any fcheme of pro- 1789. 
July. .. 

moting the efcape of his companion, who was not eafily pacified. At '-.--.J 

length, however, we fu~ceeded in the aa of conciliation, and at half 

pan three quitted OUf fiation. In a filOrt time we faw a fmoke on the 

EaR {hore, and direaed our courfe towards it. OUf new guide began 

immediately to call to the people that belonged to it in a particular 

manner, which 'we did not comprehend. He informed us that they 

were not of his tribe, but were a very wicked, malignant people, who 

would beat us cruelly, pull our hair with great violence from our heads, 

and mal-treat us in various other ways. 

, 

The men waited our arrival, but the women and children took to the 

woods. There were but four of thefe people, and previous to our land

ing, they all harangued us at the fame moment, and apparently with 

violent anger and refentment. Our hunters did not underfland them, 

but no fooner had our guide addreffed them, than they were appeafed. 

I preIented them with beads, awls, &c. and when the women and chil

dren returned from the woods, they were gratified with fimilar articles. 

There were fifteen of them; and of a more pleafing appearance than 

any which we had hitherto feen, as they were healthy, full of £len], 

and clean in their perfons. Their language was fomewhat different~ 

but I believe chiefly in the accent, for they and our guide converfed 

intelligibly with each other; and the Englifh chief clearly comprehended 

one of them, though he was not hirnfelf underfiood. 

Their arms and utenfils differ but little from thore which have been 

defcribed in a former chapter.. The only iron they have is in unall pieces, 

which 
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which ferve them for knives. They obtain this metal from ~he Efqui

mauX Indians. Their arrows are made of very light wood, and are winged 

only with two feathers; their bows differed from any which we had feen, 

and we underflood that they were furnifhed by the Efquimaux, who are 

their neighbours: they confifi of two pieces, with a very {hong cord 

of finews along the back, which is tied in feveral places, to preferve its 

!hape; when this cord becomes wet, it requires a firong bow-firing, and 

a powerful arm to draw it. The veffel in which they prepare their 

food~ is made of a thin frame of wood, and of an' oblong fhape; the 

bottom is fixed in a curve, in the fame manner as a calk. Their fhirts 

are not cut [quare at the bottom, but taper to a point, from the belt 

downwards as low as the knee, both before and behind, with a border, 

embellifhed with a 010rt fringe. They ufe al[o another fringe, fimilar 

to that which has been already defcribed, with the addition of the ilone 

of a grey farinaceous berry, of the fize and !hape of a large barley

corn: it is of a brown colour, and fluted, and being bored is run on 

each firing of the fringe; with this they decorate their {birts, by fewing 

it in a femicircIe on the breafl and back, and croffing over both 

lhoulders; the ileeves are wide and Ulort, but the mittens fupply their 

deficiency, as they are long enough to reach over a part of the fleeve,

and are commodioufly fufpended by a cord from the neck. If their 

leggins were made with waiflbands, they might with great propriety be 

denominated trowlers: they faflen them with a cord round the middle, 

fo that they appear to have a feofe of decency which their neighboars 

cannot boafi. Their {hoes are fewed to their leggins, and decorated on 

every [earn. One of the men was clad in a {birt made of the !kins of the 

mufk- rat. The drefs of the women is the fame as that of the men, except 

In 
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in their fhirts, which are longer, and 'without the finifhing of a fringe on 

their breafi. Their peculiar mode of tying the hair is as follows :-that 

which grows on the temples, or the fore part of the fkull, is formed into 

two queues, hanging down before the ears; that of the fCalp or crown 

is fafi1ioned in the fame manner to the back of the neck, and is then tied 

with the refl: of the hair, at fame difiance from the head. A thin cord 

is employed for thefe purpofes, and very neatly worked with hair, 

artificially coloured. The women, and, indeed, fame of the men, let 

their hair hang loofe on their {boulders, whether it be long or {hart. 

We purchared a couple of vt;ry large moore fi<.ins from them, which 

were very well dreffed; indeed we did not fuppore that there were any 

of thofe animals in the country; and it appears from the accounts of 

the natives themfelves, that they are very fCarce. As for the beaver, the 

exifience of fuch a creature does not feem to be known by them. Our 

people bought {birts of them, and many curious articles, &c. They 

prefented us with a maR delicious fifh, which was lees than an her

ring, and very beautifully fpotted with black and yellow: its dorfaI 

fin reached from the head to the tail; in its expanded Hate takes a 

triangular form, and is variegated with the colours that enliven the 

fcales: the head is very fmall, and the mouth is armed with {barp

pointed teeth. 

We prevailed on the native, whofe language was mofi intelligible, to 

accompany us. He informed us that we {bould fleep ten nights marc 

before we arrived at the fea; that feveral of his relations refided in the 

immediate vicinity of this part of the riYer, and that in three nights we 

H fhould 

1789. 
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lliould meet with the Efquimaux, with whom they had formerly made 

war, but were ~ow in a Hate of peace and amity. He mentioned the 

lafl: Indians whom ,ye had feen in terms of great derifion; defcribing 

them as being no better than old women, and as abominable liars; 

which coincided with the notion "\re already entertained of them. 

As we pufhed off, fame of my men difcharged their fowling ~ieces, 

that were only loaded with powder, at the report of which the 

Indians were very much alarmed, as they had not before heard the dif

charge of fire arms. This circumfl:ance had fuch an effeCl upon our 

guide, that we had reafon to apprehend he would not fulfil his' promife. 

When, however, he was informed that the noife which he had heard was 

a fignal of friendfhip, he was perfuaded to embark in his own finall 

canoe, though he had been offered a feat in ours. 

Two of his companions, whom he reprefented as his brothers, followed 

us in their canoes; and they amufed us not only with their native fangs, 

but with others, in imitation of the Efquimaux; and our new guide was 

fa enlivened by them, that the antics he performed, in keeping time to 

the finging, alarmed us ,vith continual apprehenfion that his boat 

mufi upfet: but he was not long content with his confined fituation, and 

paddling up along-fide our canoe, requefl:ed us to receive him in it, 

though but a fhart time before he had refolutely refufed to accept our 

invitation. No fooner had he entered our canoe, than he began to 

perform an. E£quimaux dance, to our no fmall alarm. He was, how

ever, foon prevailed upon to be more tranquil; when he began to difplay 

various indecencies,· according to the cufioms of the Efquimaux, of 

which 
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which he boafied an intimate acquaintance. On our putting to {hore, 

in order to leave his canoe, he informed us, that on the oppofite hill the 

Efquimaux, three winters before, killed his grandfather. 'Ve faw a fox, 

and a ground hog on the hill, the latter of which the brother of our 

guide {hot with his bow and arrow. 

About four in the afternoon we perceived a [moke on the Well {bore, 

when we traverfed and landed. The natives made a mofi terrible 

uproar, talking with great vociferation, and running about as if they 

were deprived of their fenfes" while the greater part of the women, with 

the children, fled away. Perceiving the diforder which our appearance 

occafioned among thefe people, we had waited fame time before we 

quitt~d the canoe; and I have no doubt, if we had been without 

people to introduce us, that they would have attempted fame violence 

againfi us; for when the Indians fend away their women and children, it 

is always with an hofiile deugn. At length we pacified them with the 

ufual prefents, but they preferred beads to any of the articles that I 

offered them; particularly fuch as were of 2. blue colour; and one of 

them even requefied to exchange a knife which I had given him for a 

fmall quantity of thofe ornamental baubles. I purchafed of them two 

fhirts for my hunters; and at the fame time they prefented me vvith 

fome arrows, and dried fifh. This party conGfied of five families, to 

the amount, as I fuppofe, of forty men, women, and children; but I did 

not fee them all, as feveral were afraid to venture from their hiding

places. They are called Deguthee Dinees, or the Quarrellers. 

Our guide, like his predeceffors, now manifeIled his willi to Ie:: ve Wi, 

H 2 and 
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1789' and entertained fimilar apprehenfions that we fhould not return by this 
July. 

L_V-~ paffage. He had his alarms a1fo refpeaing the Efquimaux, who might 

kill us, and take away the women. Our Indians, however, affured him 

that we had no fears of any kind, and that he need not be alarmed for 

himI'clf. They aII'o con vinced him that we fhould return by the way 

we were going, fo that Lc confented to re-embark without giving us 

any further trouble; and eight fmall canoes followed us. Our courfes 

this day were South-Wen by Well fix miles, South-Weft by South 

thirty miles, South-\\Tefl three miles, 'iV ea by South twelve miles, Weft 

by North two miles, and we encamped at eight in the evening on the 

Eaflern bank of the river. 

The Indians whom I found here, informed me, that from the place 

where I this morning met the firfl of their tribe, the diflance overland, on 

the Eafl fide, to the fea, was not long; and that from hence, by pro

ceeding to the Vveflward, it was {till !horter. They alfo reprefented the 

land on both fides as projeaing to a point. Thefe people do not appear 

to harbour any thievifh d:fpofitions; at leaft we did not perceive th~t 

they took, or wanted to take, any thing from us by fiealth or artifice. 

They enjoyed the amufements of dancing and jumping in common with 

thofe we had already feen; and, indeed, thefe exercifes feern to be their 

favourite diverfions. About mid-day the weather was fultry, but in the 

afternoon it became cold. There was a large quantity of wild flax, the 

growth of the laft year, laying on the ground, and the new plants' were 

fprouting up through it. This circumfiance I did not obferve in any 
other part. 

At 
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At four in the morning we embarked, at a fmall difiance from the place 1789' 
July. 

of our encampment; the river, which here becomes narrower, flows "-~~ 
Fnday 10. 

between high rocks; and a meandring courfe took us North-\Vefi four 

miles. At this fpot the banks became low; indeed, from the fidl: rapid, 

the country does not 'wear a mountainous appearance; but the banks of 

the river are generally lofty, in fome places perfealy naked, and in 

others well covered with fmall trees, fuch as the fir and the birch. 

VVe continued our Iafl courfe for two miles, with mountains before us, 

whofe tops were covered with fnow. 

The la.nd is Iowan both fides of the flver, except thefe mountains, 

whofe bare is diflant about ten miles: here the river widens, and runs 

through various channels, formed by iflands, fome of which are \\'ithout 

a tree, and little more than banks of mud and fand; while others are 

covered with a kind of fpruce fir, and trees of a larger fize than we 

had feen for the Iafi ten days. Their banks, which are about fix feet 

above the furface of the water, difplay a face of folid ice, intermixed 

with veins of black earth and as the heat of the fun melts the ice, the 

trees frequently fall into the river. 

So various were the channels of the river at this time, that we were 

at a lors which to take. Our guide preferred the Eafiernmofi, on ac

count of the Efquimaux, but I determined to take the middle channel, as 

it appeared to be a larger body of water, and running North and South: 

befides, as there was a greater chance of feeing them I concluded, that we 

could always go to the Eafiward, whenever we might prefer it. Our cDurfe 

was· 

\ 
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was niW Wefi by North fix miles, North-'\Vefi by vVefi, the fnowy moun1 

tains being vVefi by South from, us, and firetching to the Northward as 

far as we could fee. According to the information of the Indians, they 

are part of the chain of mountains which we approached on the third 

of this month. I obtained an obfervation this day that gave me 67· 47. 

North latitude, which was farther North than I expeCted, according to the 

com-fe I kept; but the difference was owing to the variation of the com· 

pafs, which was more EaHerly than I imagined. From hence it was 

evident that thefe waters emptied themfelves into the Hyperborean 

Sea; and though it was probable that, from the want of provifion, we 

could not return to AthabafCa in the cOUl-fe of the feafon, I neverthe

lefs, determined to penetrate to the difcharge of them. 

My new conduEtor being very much difcouraged and quite tired of 

his fituation, ufed hi., influence to prevent our proceeding. He had 

never been, he raid, at the Benalwlfa Toe, or \Vhite Man's Lake; and 

that when he went to the Efquimaux Lake", which is at no great diHance, 

he paffed over land from the place where we found him, and to that part 

where the Efquimaux pars the [ummer. In {bart, my hunters alfo be

came [0 difheartened from there accounts, and other circumfiances, that 

I was confident they would have left me, if it had been in their power. 

I, however, fatisfied them, in [orne deg~ee, by the aifurance, that I would. 

proceed onv~'ards but [even days more, and if I did not _ then get to the 

fea, I would return. Indeed, the low fiate of our provifions, without 

any other confideration, for.med a very [ufficient fecurity for the main: 

' .. ' tenance 
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tenance of my engagement. Our lail courfe was thirty-two miles, with 

a fironger current than could be expeCted in fuch a low country. 

Vl e now, proceeded N orth-N orth-'iVeil four nliIes, North- V\Tefl three 

miles, N ofrh-EaH two miles, N orth- \Yen by Weft three miles, and 

North-EaU two miles. At haif pan eight in the evening we landed and 

pitched our tents, near to where there had been three encampments of 

the Efquimaux, {ince the breaking up of the ice. The natives, who fol

lowed us yeflerday, left us at our Hation this mornmg. In the courfe 

of the day we faw large flocks of wild fowl. 

55 
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I fat up all night to obferve the fun. At hal f pafl twelve I called up Saturday ~ '-0 

one of the men to view a fpeClacle which he had never befoTe feen; 

when, on feeing the fun fo high, he thought it was a fignal to embark, 

and began to call the refl of his companions, who would fcarceIy be per-

fuaded by me, that the fun had not defcended nearer to the horizon, and 

that it was now but a iliort time paft midnight. 

We repofed, however, till three quarters after three, when we entered 

the canoe, and fleered about North. Wen, the river takinc a very fer

pentine courfe. About {even we faw a ridge of high land: at twelve 

we landed at a f pot w here we obferved that fome of the natives had . 
lately been. I counted thirty places where there had been fires; and 

fome of the men who went further, faw as many more. They mufi have 

been here for a confiderabIe time, though it does not appear that they 

had ereCled any huts. A great number of poles, however, were feen 

fixed in the river, to which they had attached their nets, and there feemed 

to 
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1789. to be an excellent fi(hery. One of the fifh, of the many which we faw 
July. . b . 

• I-_y---' leap out of the water, fell into our canoe; It was a out ten Inches 

long, and of a round fl1ape. About the pbces where they had made 

their fires v\Tere {cattered pieces of whalebone, and thick burned leather, 

with parts of the frames of three canoes; we could alfo obferve where 

they had fpilled train oil; and there was the fingular appearance of a 

fpruce fir, {hipped of its branches to the top like an Englifh may-pole. 

The weather 'was cloudy, and the air cold and unpleafant. From this 

place for about five miles, the river widens, it then flows in a variety 

of narrow, meandering channels, amongfl: low iilands, enlivened with no 

trees, but a few dwarf willows. 

At four, we landed, where there were three houfes, or rather huts, be. 

longing to the natives. The ground-plot is of an oval form, about 

fifteen feet long, ten feet wide in the middle, and eight feet at either 

end: the whole of it is dug about twelve inches below the furface of 

the ground, and one half of it is covered over with willow branches; 

which probably ferves as a bed for the whole family. A fpace, in 

the middle of the other part, of about four feet wide, is deepened 

twel \'e inches more, and is the only fpot in the houfe where a grown 
I 

perron can Hand upright. One fide of it is covered, as has been 

already defcribed, and the other is the hearth. or fire-place, of which, 

however, they do not make much ufe. Though it was clofe to the 

wall, the latter did not appear to be burned. The door or entrance 

is ~ in the middle of one end of the haufe, and is about two feet and 

an half high and two feet wide, and has a covered way or porch five 

feet in length; fo that it is abfolutely neceffary to creep on all fours 

10 
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in order to get into, or out of, this curious habitation. There is an hole 

of about eighteen inches [quare on the top of it, which feryes the three

fold purpofe of a window, an oecauonal door, and a chimney. The 

under-ground part of the floor is lined with fplit wood. S~X or eight 

frumps of fmall trees driven into the earth, with the root l,pwards, on 

which are laid fome crofs pieces of timber, fupport the roof of the 

building, which is an oblong fquare of ten feet by fix. The whole 

-is made of drift-wood covered vvith branches and dry grafs; over which 

is laid a foot deep of earth. On each fide of there houfes are a fe\,," 

fquare holes in the ground of about two feet in depth, 'which are covered 

with fplit wood and earth, except in the middle. There appeared to 

be contrived for the prefervation of the winter frock of provillons. In 

and about the houfes we found fledge runners and bones, pieces of 

whalebone, and po,plar .bark cut in circles~ which are ured as corks to 

.buoy the nets, and are fixed to thenl by pieces of whalebone. Before 

each hut a great number of frumps of trees were fixed in the ground, 

:upon which it appeared that they hung their fifh to dry. 

\i\7 e now continued our voyage, and encamped at eight o'clock. I 

fcalculated our courfe at about N orth- \YeH, and, allowing for the wind. 

ings, that we had made fifty-four miles. vVe expcElcd, throughout the 

.day, to meet with {orne of the natives. On Ceveral of the iflands we per

ceived the print of their feet in the rand, as if they had been there but a 

few days before, to procure wild fowl. There were frequent fllowers of 

rain in the afternoon, and the weather was raw and difagreeable. We faw 

·a black fox; but trees were now become very rare objects, except a few 

·dwarf willows, of not more than three feet in height. 

I 1l~lle 
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The difc'ontents of Ollr hunters were now renewed by the accounts 
, 

which our guide had been giying of that part of our voyage that-was 

appro~H:hing. According to his infonnati,on, we 'were t~ fee a la~ger 
lake on the mOHt)\';. Neither he nor h1s relations, heJaid, knew any 

thing about it, ex('C'pt that p:1rt which is O?pollte to, and 'not far froar, 
their country. The Efquimaux alone, he added, inhabit its {hares; and 

ljll a lar~c ofh that is found in it, which is a principal part of their food'; 
.' 

thi", we prefumed, l1luH be the whale. - He aHa mentioned white bears 

~nd another large animal which was {(~en in thore parts, but 'Our hunters 

could not underfiand the ddcription which- he gave of it. He alfo re

prefented their canoes as being of a large confiruEtion, which would corrt-
• 

modiouily contain four or five families. However, to reconcile the 

Englifh chief to the neceITary continuance in my fervice; I 'prefented 

him with one Of my capots or travelling coats; at the fame time, to 
- f 

fatisfy the guide: and keep him, if pomble, in good humour, I gave him 

a {kin of the moore-deer, which, in- his opinion, was a' valuable pr'erent~ 

S~:OJ' ': l~. It l':l;~~d with violence throughout the night, and till two in the morn-

, jng; the \\·,co.thcr continuing very cold. We proceeded' on the fame 

mC':'l"!cier:ng cOUl-fe as yeflerdJv, the wind N orth:..N orth-\Vefi: and the 
• _.I , 

co~',ntry 10 r:akC.'d tll.:lt [carce a fhrub was to be feen. At ten in the morn-
ing, \':e landed where there were four huts, exaaly the fame as thofe 

1vhich ha\'e been 10 lately defcribed. The adjacent land- is high 

and covered with {hort gra[s and flowers thoulJ"h the earth was not 
. , 0 

thawed above four inches from the furface; beneath which was a 

folid body of ice. This beautiful appearance, however, was Hrangely 

contrafted with the ice and [now that are feen in ~he vallies.- The fcil, 

where 
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",v11cr.e there is any, is a )'ellow clay mixed with {lanes. Thefe huts ap- 1789. 
Juh·. 

,pear to have been inhabited during the Ia{l \vinter; and we had rcaron L.-v-_...J 

.to think, that fome of the natives had· been lately there, as the beach 

was covered with the track of their feet. Many of the runners and ban 

of their fledges were laid together, near the houfes, in a manner that 

~feemed to ,denote the return of the propri~tors. There were aIfo pieces 

·of 'netting made of Iinews, and fome bark of the willow. 'The thread of 

the former was plaited, and no ordinary portion of time mua haye been 

~employed in manufaauring fo great a length of cord. A fquare aone~ 

kettle, with a flat bottom, alfo occup,jed our attention, which was capable 

-of containing two gallons ; and we ~Nere puzzled as to the means there 

people mull have elllployed to have chifelled it out of a folid rock into 

its prefent form. To there articles may be added, fmall pieces of flint 

fixed into handles of wood, which, probably, ferve as knives; feveral 

wooden dillies; the fiern and part of a large canoe; pieces of very thick 

.leather, which we conjeaured to be the covering of a canoe; feveral 

bor:es of large £1fh,. and two heads; but we could not determine the a'ni

mal to \\'hich the'y belonged, though we conjeRured that it mull be the 

-fca-horfe . 

. _vVhen we had fatis£1'ed our curiofi ty we re-embarked, but we were 

at alofs' what 'Courfe to fleer, as our guide Ieemed to be as ignorant of 

~his;country asourfelves. Though the current was "cry {hong, we ap

,peared to have come to the entrance of the lake. The fircam ret to the 

Wefi, and ,we.wentwith it to an high point, at the diflance of about eight 

. lXliles, which we,c0n1cClured to be an iDand· but on approachin rr it ,':c 
< ~ • " b' 

,.perceived it to be <;Q,nneaed with the illore by a lo,,\,- ,neck of land. I no~v 

I 2 took 
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took an obfervation which gave 69. 1. North latitude. From the point 

that has been juft mentioned, we continued the fame courfe for the 

\VeHernmofi point of an high ifiand, and the \Vefl.ernmofl: land in fight, 

at the difl~nce of fifteen miLes. 

The lake was quite open to u's to the VVeflward, and out of the channel 

of the river there waS not more than four feet water, and in fame places. 

the depth did not exceed one foot. From the fhallownefs of the 

water it was impoffible to coan. to the \iVeflward. At five o'clock 

we arrived at the iiland, and during the IaR fifteen miles, five feet was 

the deepen. water. The lake now appeared to be covered with ice, for 

about two leagues diHancc, and no land ahead, fo that we were prevented 

from proceeding in this direC1ion by the ice, and the fhallownefs of the· 

water along the fhore. 

'iV e landed at the boundary of our voyage in this direaion, and as. 

foon as the tents were pitched I ordered the nets to be fet, when I pro

ceeded with the EngIifh chief to the higheil part of the ifland, from 

which we difcovered the folid ice, extending from the South-'iV eft by 
com pars to the Eafiward. As far as the eye could reach to the South

\1'/eHward, we could dimly perceive a chain of mountains, firetching 

further to the North than the edge of the ice, at the difiance of upwards 

of twenty leagu€s. To the Eafiward we faw many iUands, and in our 

progrefs we met with a confiderable number of white partridges, noW 

become brown. There "\,,"ere alro flocks of very beautiful plovers~ 
and I found the neil of one of them with four eggs. White owls,. 

likewifeJ were among the inhabitants of the place:. but the dead, as 

well 
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well as the living, demanded our attention, for we came to the grave of 1789. 
July. 

one of the natives, by which lay a bow, a paddle, and a fpear. The '-v---J 

Indians informed me that they landed on a [mall ifland, about four 

leagues from hence, where they had feen the tracks of two men, that were 

quite frelli; they had alfo found a feeret Hore of train oil, and feveral 

bones of white bears were fcattered about the place where it was hid. 

The wind was-now [0 high that it was impraCticable for us to vifit the 

nets ... 

l\1y people could not, at this time, refrain from expreffions of real 

concern, that they were obliged to return without reaching the fea: 

indeed the hope of attaining this objeB: encouraged them to bear, with. 

out repining, the hardlliips of our unremitting voyage. For fome time 

paR their fpirits were animated by the expectation that another day 

would bring them to the A1er d'ouiji: and even in our prefent fituation 

they declared their readinefs to follow me wherever I fuould be pleafed 

to lead them. We faw feveral large white gulls, and other birds, whofe 

back, and upper feathers of the wing, are brown; and whofe belly, and 

under feathers of the wing are white. 

~HAP. 
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The baggage ?'emoved from the ?'ijing of the water. One of the' nets driven 

away by the wind and current. U'lzales arejeen. Go in"purfuit oftheni, 

but prevented .from continuing it by the fog. Proceed to take a vie~ 
0/ the ice. Canoe in danger from the fwelt. Examine the ijlands. 

Drfcribe one ~f them. Erell a P# to. perpetuC!t~ qur vijit, the~e. 1 ,The 

rijing oftlzc water appears to be the tide. SllC~eJsjld jifhing. Uncertain 
, ,. , . - ... 

'ltJeatizer. Sail among the ijla?zds. Pr.o~eed to a river. Tempera~ure 
, .... -:-~ -. .~. - , ,,. 

of the air improves. Land on a finall fjland, whi~lz is a place rf fepul. 
. . . .... '-', . -.' 

iure. .!Jejcription of it., See a great number 0/. 'wild fowl. Fine view 
.. ~ , . ~.J . ~ " \ . • : J • .. } 

if the river from the high land. The hunters hill rein-deer. Cra1i· 

berries, &c. fuund in great fl~nty. The. appeal-d;zc~ ~ a1~d fiate of the 

count}). Our guide deflrts. Large flight of gcefl:' kilt }na~y Of 
them. Violent ra"in.· Ret~lr7~ up. tlze 7-iver. Lc{z-u~ jlle c!lannds for tM 
main fi ream. Obliged to tow tlze" ·canoe. ~ 1.ant{: a?7long the.: natii~;. 
CirCll17zjlances concerning them. Their dccount·" if"" the· EJquimaux 
Indians. Accompany the natives to their hats. Account of our 

provijio71s. 

WE had no fooner retired to reU Iafi night, if I may ufe that expref~ 
fion, in a country where the fun never finks beneath the horizon, than fome 

of the people were Qbliged to rife and remove the baggage, on account 

of 
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of the riring of the water. At eight in the morning the weather was 

fine and calm, 'which· afforded an opportunity to examine the nets, one 

of which ·had been driven fr'om' its pofition. by the ",'ind and current. 

We caught f::ven poiffon~ inconnus, which were unpalatable; a white 

filli, that proved delicious; 2cnd another about the f1ze of an herring, 

wllich none of us had ever feen before, except the Englifh chief, who 

recognized it as being of a kind that abounds in Hudfon's Bay. About 

noon the 'rind blew. hard from the vYefh"Tard, when I took an obfer

vation, which gave 69. 14. Korth latitude, and the meridian variation of 

~thecompafs was thirty-fix degrees Eafhvard':~. 

This arternoon I re-afcended the hill, but could not difcover that the 

ice'had been put in motion by the force of the 'rind. At the fame time 

I could jufl diflinguifh two [ml!l iflands in the ice, to the North-\Vefl 

by compafs. I now thought it :1ecefh'lry to give a new net to my men 

to ~mount, i~ order to obtain as much provifion as pollible from the 

water, our flores being reduced to about fi\'e hundred weight, which, 

without any other fupply, would not have fufficed [or fifteen people 

above twelve days. One of the young Indians, however, was [0 fortu-

~nate as to find the net that 1,lad been miffing, and which contained three 

, of the poiffons inconnus. 

, 

It blew very hard from the N ort}:-'\Vefi Gnce the preceding evening. 'fL;,;,Ly 11, 

Having fat up till three in the morning, I {lept longer than u[ual; but 

J about eight one of my men fa w a great mailY animals in the water, which 
, 

~ • .j ) • ' . ", '~ : I. i 

* The longitude has fince been Jifcov".cJ by the dead rc .. ko.linQ to h! 135' vVdl. 

he 
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1789- he at £ira fuppofed to be pieces of ice. About nine, however, I was 
July. 

'-v--J awakened to refol ve the doubts which had taken place refpeaing this 

extraordinary appearance. I immediately perceived that they were 

whales; and having ordered the canoe to be prepared, we embarked in 

purfuit of them. It was, indeed, a very wild and unrefleaing enterprife, 

and it was a yery fortunate circumfiance that we failed in our attempt to 

overtake them, as a firoke from the tail of one of thefe enormous fifh 

would ha ve dallied the canoe to pieces. \\T e may, perhaps, have been 

indebted to the foggy weather for our fafety, as it prevented us 

from continuing our purfuit. OUf guide informed us that they are 

the fame kind of fifh which are the principal food of the Efquimaux, 

and they were frequently feen as large as our canoe. The part of them 

which appeared above the water was altogether white, and they were 

much larger than the Iargefl porpoife. 

About twetve the fog difperfed, and being curious to take a view of 

the ice, I gave orders for the <;anoe to be got in readinefs. We accord

ingly embarked, and the Indians followed us. We had not, however, 

been an hour on the water, when the wind rofe on a fudden from the 

Korth-Eafl, and obliged us to tack about, and the return of the fog pre

"en ted us from afcertaining our difiance from the ice; indeed, from this 

circumUance, the ifland which we had fo lately left was but dimly 

feen. Though the wind was clofe, we ventured to hoift the fail, and 

from the violence of the f well it was bv <Treat exertions that two men 
" b 

could bale out the water from our canoe. \i\T e were in a !late of a&ual 

danger, and felt every correfponding emotion of pleafure when we 

reached the land. The Indians had fortunately got more to windward, 

fo 
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10 that the fwell in fame meafure drove them on filore, though theit ! 789-
luly. 

canoes were nearly filled with water; and had the), been laden, we L-":"~_~ 

fhould have feen them no more. As I did not propore to fatisfy my 

curiofity at the rifk of fimilar dangers, we continued our courfe along 

the ifIands, which fcreened us from the wind. I was now determined 

to take a more particular examination of the ii1ands, in the hope of 

Ineeting with parties of the natives, from whom I might be able to obtain 

fame intereiling intelligence, though our conduElor difcouraged my 

expeaations by. reprerenting them as very il1y and inacceffible people. 

At the fame time he informed me that we illould probably find fome of 

them, if we na vigated the channel which he had originally recommended 

us to enter. 

At eight we encamped on the Eailern end of the ifland, which I had 

named the vYhale Hland. It is about feven leagues in length, Eafl: 

and Well by compars; but not more than half a mile in breadth. 

We raw reveral red [axes, one of which was killed. There were alro 

five or fix very old huts on the point where we had taken our nation. 

The nets were now ret, and one of them in five fathom water, the cur

rent fetting North-Eafi bycompafs. This morning I ordered a pail to 

be ereEled clore to our tents~ on which I cngra\"ed the latitude of the 

place, my own name, the number of perrons which I had with me .. and 

the time we remained there. 

Being awakened by fame cafual circum fiance, at four this morning, \\'edneC 15· 

I was furprired on perceiving that the water had flowed under our baggage. 

As the wind had not changed, and did not blow with greater violence than 

K ,d1Cli 
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when we went to fefl, we were all of opinion that this circumflance 

proceeded from the tide. 'Ve had, indeed, obferved at the other ehd 

of the ifland that the water rofe and fell; but we then imagined 

that it mun haye been occafioned by the wind. The water continued 

to rife till about fix, but I could not afcertain the tirne with the te
quifite preciGon, as the wind then began to blow with great \'i04 

lence; I therefore determined, at all events, to remain here till the next 

morning, though, as it happened, the flate of the wind '\7as fuch as to, 

]:ender my flay here an aa of neceITity. Our nets were not very {ue

cefsful, as they prefented us with only eight filli. From an obfervation 

which I obtained at noon, we were in 69. 7. North latitude. As the 

evening approached, the wind increafed, and the weather became cold. 

Two fwans were the only provifion which the hunters procured for us. 

ThLlriday d'. The rain did not ceafe till feven this morning, the weather being at 

intervals very cold and unpleafant. Such was its inconfiancy, that I 

~ould not make an accurate obfervation; but the tide appeared to rife 

fixteen or eighteen inches. 

We now embarked, and fleered under fail among the iftands, where I 
hoped to meet with fome of the natives, but my expeB:ation was not 

gratified. Our guide imagined that they were gone to their diflant haunts~ 

where they fifh for whales and hunt the rein-deer, that are oppofite' 

to his country. His relations, he faid, fee them every year, but he did not 

encourage us to expea that we Hiould find any of them, unlefs it were at a 

fmall river that falls into the great one, fro'm the Eaflward at a confider-, . 

able difiance from our immediate fituation. We accordingly made for the . . 
flver, 
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river, and fiemmed the current. At two in the afternoon the water was j~~~: 
quite {hallow in every part of OUf courie, and we could always find the '--y-----' 

bottom with the paddle. At [even we landed, encamped, and ~--'t the 

nets. Here the Indians killed two geefe, two cranes, and a white owl. 

Since we entered the river, we experienced a \'ery agreeable change in 

the temperature of the air; but this pleafant circumfl:ance was not \vith-

out its inconvenience, as it fubjeaed us to the perfecutiol1 of the muf-

quitoes. 

On taking up the nets, they were found to contain but fix fiGl. We Friday 17. 

embarked at four in the morning, and paffed four encampments, which 

appeared to have been very lately inhabited. We then landed upon a 

fmall round ifiand, clore to the Eafiern ll10re, \\'hich pofTefTed fomewhat of 

a facred charaCter, as the top of it feemed to be a place of fepulture, from 

the numerous graves which we obferved there. We found the frame of 

a fmall canoe, with various dillies, troughs, and other utenfils, which 

had been the li\'ing property of thofe who could now ure them no more, 

and form the ordinary accompaniments of their Ian abodes. As no part 

of the {kins that mun have covered the canoe was remaining, we con-

cluded that it had been eaten by wild animals that inhabit, or oeca-

fionally frequent, the ill and. The frame of the canoe, which was entire, 

was put together with whalebone: it was rewed in fome parts, and tied 

in others. The fledges were from four to eight feet long; the length 

·of the bars was up'wards of two feet; the runners were two inches thick 

and nine inches deep; the prow ~\\'as two feet and an half high, and formed 

of two pieces, rewed with whalebone; to three other thin fpars of 

wood, which were of the fame height, and fixed in the runners by means. 

K 2 (If 
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of mortifes, were fewed two thin broad bars lengthways, at a fmall dit~ 

tance from each other; thefe frames were fixed together with three or 

four crofs bars, tied faft upon the runners; and on the lower edge of the 

latter, finall pieces of horn were faflened by wooden pegs, that they 

might flide with greater facility. They are drawn by {hafts, which I 

imagine are applied to any particular fledge as they are wanted, as I Caw 

no more than one pair of them. 

About half paa one we came oppofite to the Ern fpruce-tree that we 

had feen for fome time: there are but "ery few of them on the main land, 

and they are very fmall; thofe are larger "''\'hich are found on the 

iilands, where they grow in patches, and clofe together. It is, indeed, 

very extraordinary that there fhould be any wood whatever in a country 

where the ground never thaws above five inches from the furface. We 

landed at feven in the evening. The weather was now very pleafant, 

and in the courfe of the day we faw great numbers of wild fowl, with 

their young ones, but they were fa {by that we could not approach them. 

The Indians were not very fuccefsful in their foraging party, as they killed 

only two grey cranes, and a grey goofe. Two of them were employed 

on the high land to the Eaflward, through the greater part of the day:, 

]n fearch of rein-deer, but they could difcover nothing more than a few 

tracks of that animal. I alfo afcended the high land, from whence I had 

a delightful view of the tiver, divided into innumerable fireams, mean

dering through ifiands, fome of which were covered with w~od, and 

others with grafs. The mountains, that formed the oppofite horizon, 

were at the difiance of forty miles. The inland view was neither fo 

extenfive nor agreeabl~, being termiw.ted by a near range of bleak, 

barren 
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barren hills, between which are fmall Ial~es or ponds, while the fur

rounding country is covered with tufts of mofs, without the {hade of a 

fingle tree. Along the hills is a kind of fence, made with branches, 

where the natives had fet fnares to catch ,,·hite partrirlges. 

69 

The nets did not produce a !ingle fi01, and at three o'clock in the morn- Satur~,y 1 ;'0 

ing we took our departure. The weather was fine and clear, and we paffed 

feveral encampments. As the prints of human feet were very frefh in 

the fand, it could not have been long !ince the natives had vifited the 

fpot. vYe now proceeded in the hope of meeting "with fome of them at 

the river, v~'hither our guide was conduCling us with that expeaation. 

We obferved a great number of trees, in different places, whore branches 

had been lopped off to the tops. They denote the immediate abode of 

the natives, and probably ferve for !igna1s to direCl each other to .their re-

fpeClive winter quarters. Our hunters, in the courfe of the day killed two 

rein-deer, which were the only large animals that we had feen !ince we had 

been in this river, and proved a very feafonable fupp!y, as our Pemmican 

had become mouldy for fome time pan; though in that fituation we 

were under the necemty of eating it. 

In the vallies and low lands near the river" cranberries are found 

in great abundance, particularly in favourable afpeCls.. It is a fingular 

circumftance, that the fruit of two fucceeding years may be gathered at 

the fame time, from the lame fhrub. Here was alfo another berry, of 

a very pale yellow colour, that refembles a rafpberry, and is of a very 

agreeable flavour. There is a great variety of other plants and herbs; 

whore names and properties are unknown to me. 

The 
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178~. The weather became cold t·J"I",Tarcis the afternoon, with the appearance 
July. . . 

,--v--.J of rain, and we landed for the night at {even lG the evenmg The Indians 

killed e:ght geefe. During the greater part of the day I walked with the 

EngliIh chief, and found it yery di:"lgreeable and fatiguing. Though 

the country is [0 elevated, it ,I:as one continual morafs, except on the 

fummits of rome barren hills. As I carried Iny hanger in my hand, I 

frequently examined if any part of the ground was in a fiate of thaw, 

but could never force the blade into it, beyond the depth of fix or eight' 

inches. The face of the higL land, tO'Nards the river, is in forne places 

rocky, and in others a mixture of fand and Hone, veined with a kind of 

red earth, with which the natives bedaub themfelves. 

Sunday 19. It rained, and blew hard from the North, till eight in the morning. 

when we difcovered that our condufror had efcaped. I was, indeed~ 

furprifed at his handly, as he left the moofe-fkin which I had· given him 
:for a covering, and went off in his {hirt, though the weather was very 

cold. I inquired of the Indians if they had given him any caufe of 

offence, or had oblerved any recent difpofition in him to defert us, bu~ 

they aITured me that they had not in any inilance dilpleafed him: at the 

fame time they recolleEled that he had expreffed his apprehenfions of 

being taken away as a fbve; and his alarms were probably in~rea[ed 

on the preceding day, when he raw them kill the two rein-deer with fo 

much readinefs. In the afternoon the weather became fine and clearJ 

when we faw large flights of geefe with their young ones, and the hunters 

killed twenty-two of them. As they had at this time caR their feathers, 

they could not fly. They were of a [mall kind, and much inferi9r in 

fize to thore that frequent the vicinity of Athab'.\fca. 1\.t eigh~, we took 

()Ul' 
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our nation near an Indian encampment, and, as we had ob!erved in 

fimilar fituations, pieces of bone, rein-deer's horn, &c. were [cattered 

about it. It alfo appeared, that the natives had been ewployed here in 

working wood into arms, utenfiIs, &c. 

'7R
f). 

J II J' 

'--v-....J 

We embarked at three this mornin'y when the weather was cloudy, ;.ronday :0. 
L>' . 

with [mall rain and aft wind. About twelve the rain became [0 violent 

as to compel us to encamp at tV{O in the afternoon. ,V" e raw great num_ 

bers of fowl, and killed among us fifteen geefe and four I\vans. Had 

the weather been more favourable, we filould have added confiderably 

to our booty. 'iVe now pa{fed the river, where we expected to meet 

fame of the natives, but di[covered no figns of them. The ground 

clore to the river does not rife to any confiderable height, and the hills, 

which are at a fmall difiance, are covered with the fpruce fir and [mall 

birch trees, to their very fummits. 

We embarked at half paIl one this morning, when the weather wz.S Tu<:fddY 21. 

cold and unpleafant, and the wind South-\VeIl. At ten, we left the 

channels formed by the iDands for the uninterrupted channel of the river, 

where we found the current fa [hong, that it was abfolutely necefTary 

to tow the canoe with a line. The land on both fides was elevated, and 

almofl: perpendicular, and the !hare beneath it, which is of no great 

breadth, was covered with a grey Hone that falls from the precjpice. 

We made much greater expedition with the line, than we could have 

done with the paddles. The men in the canoe relieved two of thofe on 

{hore every two hours, fa that it was very hard and fatiguing duty, but 

it raved a great deal of that time which was fa precious to llS. At half 

, .. part 
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paa eight, we landed at the fame fpot where we had already encamped 1 '7~,1. 

July. 
'--v-....J on the ninth infiaLlt. 

In about an hour after our arrival, we were joined by eleven of the 

natives, who were fiationed further up the river, and there were fame 

among them whom we: had not feen during our former vifit to this place. 

The brother of our late guide, however, was of the party, and was eager 

in his inquiries after him; but our account did not prove fatisfaEtory. 

They all gave evident toJ{ens of their fuipicion, and each of them made 

a diainCt harangue on the occafion. Our Indians, indeed, did not un

derfiand their eloquence, though they conjeElured it to be very unfa

vourable to our affertions. The brother, nc \'erthelefs, propored to barter 

his credulity for a fil1all quantity of beads, and promifed to believe every 

thing I fhould fay, if I would gratify him with a few of thofe baubles: 

but he did not fucceed in his propofition, and I contented myfelf with 

giving him the bow and arrows which our conduElor had left with us. 

My people were now neceffarily engaged in putting the fire-arms in 
order, after the violent rain of the preceding day; an employment 

which very much attraEled the curiofity, and appeared, in forne degree to 

awaken the apprehenfions, of the natives. To their inquiries concerning 

the motives of our preparation, we anfwered by fhewing a piece of meat 

and a gooIe, and informing them, that we were preparing our arms to pro

cure fimilar provillons: at the fame time we afTured them, though it was 

our intention to kill any animals we might find, there was no intention 

to hurt or injure them. They, however, entreated us not to difcharge our 

pieces in their prefence. I requeUed the Englifh chief to afk them fome 

quefiions, 



• 

NORTH-WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA. 

quefiions, which they either did not or would not underfiand; fo that l 

failed in obtaining any information from them. 

All my people went to rell; but I thought it prudent to fit up, in 

order to watch the motions of the natives. This circumllance was a 

fubjea of their inquiry; and their curiofity was fEll more excited, when 

they faw me employed in writing. About twelve o'clock I perceived 

four of their women coming along the {hare; and they were no fooner 

feen by their friends, than they ran hafiily to meet them, and perfuaded 

two of them, who, I fuppofc, were young, to return, while they 

brought the other two who were very old, to enjoy the warmth of 

our fire; but, after fraying there for about half an hour, they alfo re

treated. Thofe who remained, immediately kindled a fmall fire, 

and laid themfelves down to fleep round it, like fo many whelpsJ 

having neither {kins or garments of any kind to cover them. 

notwithfianding the cold that prevailed. 1\1 y people having placed 

their kettle of meat on the fire, I was obliged to guard it frOlTI the natives, 

who made feveral attempts to poffefs themfel ves of its contents; and this 

was the only infiance I had hitherto difcovered, of their being influenced 

by a pilfering difpofition. It might, perhaps, be a general opinion, that 

provifions were a common property. I now raw the fun let for the fira 
time fince I had been here before. During the preceding night, the 

weather was fo cloudy, that I could not obferve its defcent to the horizon. 

The water had funk, at this place, upward of three feet fince we had 

'palTed down the river. 

73 
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We began our march at half pail three this morning, the men being '\"f.,.j,,:.-r. ~~. 

~ L rmployfd 
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employed to tow the canoe. I walked with the Indians to their huts, 

which were at a Q'reater diflance than I had any reafon to ex peel, for it 
<-"') 

occupied three hours in hard walking to reach them. We paffed a narrow 

and deep river in our way, at the mouth of which the natives had let 

their nets. Tht')" had hid their effeEls, and fent their young women into 

the ",:oods, as we law but very few of the former, and none of the latter. 

They had large huts built with drift wood on the decli \Oity of the beach, 

and in the infide the earth was dug away, fa as to form a level floor. At 

each end \\'as a flout fork, whereon was laid a {lrong ridge-pole, which 

formed a {upport to the whole flruRure, and a covering of fpruce bark pre

ferved it from the rain. Various fpars of different heights were fixed 

within the hut, and covered with fplit fifh that hung on them to dry; 

and fires were made in different parts to accelerate the operation. There 

were rails alfo on the outGde of the building, which were hung 

around with filli, but in a frellier fiate than thofe within. The fpawn is 
alfo carefully preferved and dried in the fame manner. vVe obtained as 

many fifh from them as the canoe could conveniently contain, and fome 

firings of beads were the price paid for them, an article which they 

preferred to every other. Iron they held in little or no eftimation. 

During the two hours that I remained here, I employed the Englilli 

chief in a continual fiate of inquiry concerning thefe people. The in

formation that refuIted from this conference was as follows. 

, 

This nation or tribe is very numerous, with whom the Efquimaux had 
been continually at variance, a people who take every advantage o[at. 

tacking thofe who are not in a nate to defend themfelves; and though 

they 
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they had promifed friendfhip, had lately, and in the molli- treachero~s 

manner, butchered fame of their people. As a proof of this circurn

fiance, th~ relations of the deceafed !hewed us, that they had cut off 

their hair on the occafion. They alfo declared their determination to 

withdraw all confidence in future from the Efquimaux, and to colieR 

themfelves in a formidable body, that they might be enabled to revenge 

the death of their friends. 

From their account, a (hong party of Efquimaux occafionallyafcends 

this river, in large canoes, in fearch of flint flones, which they employ to 

point their fpears and arrows. They were now at their lake due Eafl 

from the fpot where we then were, which was at no great diflance over 

land, where they kill th~ rein-deer, and that they would foon beg~n to 

catch big fiill for the winter flock. We could not, however, obtain any 

information refpetling the lake in the direRion in which we were. To 

the EaHward and Weflward \\<'here they faw it, the ice breaks up, but 

foon freezes again. 

The Efquimaux informed them that they raw large canoes full of 

white men to the Weflward, eight or ten winters ago, from whom they 

obtained iron in exchange for leather. The lake where they met there 

canoes, is called by them Belhoullay Toe, or vVhite Man's Lake. 

They al[o reprefented the Efquimaux as dreffing like themfelves. They 

Wear their hair {hart, and have two holes perforated, one on each fide 

of the mouth, in a line with the under lip, in which they place long 

beads that they find in the lake. Their bows are fomewhat different 

from thore ufed by the natives we had feen, and they employ flings from 

L 2 whence 

75 



JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE THROUGH THE 

178'1. whence they throw £lones with fuch dexterity that they prove very" 
Julv. 

'-_y.-J formidable weapons in the day of battle • 

. 
We alfo learned in addition from the natives, that we fhould not fee 

any more of their relations, as they had all left the river to go in purfuit 

of rein-deer for their provifions, and that they themfelves fhould en

gage in a fimilar expedition in a few days. Rein-deer, bears, wolvereens, 

martens, [axes, hares, and white buffaloes are the only quadrupeds in 
their country; and that the latter were only to be found in the moun. 

tains to the Vveflward. 

We proceeded with the line throughout the day, except two hours, 

when we employed the fail. We encamped at eight in the evening. 

From the place we quitted this morning, the banks of the river are well 

covered with fmall wood, fpruce, firs, birch, and willow. We found it 
very warm during the whole of our progrefs. 

ThurfdaY 23. At five in the morning we proceeded on our voyage, but found it 

very difficult to travel along the beach. We obferved feveral places where 

the natives had £lationed themfelves and fet their nets {inee our pafTage 

downwards. " We pafTed a [mall river, and at five o'clock our Indians 

put to !hore in order to encamp, but we proceeded onwards, which dire 
pleafed them "Very much, from the fatigue they fuffered, and at eight we 

encamped at our polition of the 8th infiant. The day was very finet 

and we employed the towing line throughout the courfe of it. At ten, 

our hunters returned, fullen and diffatisfied. We had not touched any 

of our provifion flores for fix days, in which time we had confumed two 
", . 

rem 
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rein-deer, four fwans, forty-five geefe, and a confiderahle quantity of fifh : J~~~: 

but it is to be confidered, that we were ten men, and four women. I..-_y--l 

I have always obferved, that the north men poffeIfed very hearty appe~ 

tites, but they were very much exceeded by thofe with me, fince we 

entered this river. I {bould really have thought it abfolute gluttony in 

my people, if my own appetite had not increafed in a fimilar propor" 

tion. 

CHAP, 
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C HAP T E R VI. 

Employ the towing line. Difcription qf a jJlace where the Indians come 

to colleElflint. Their jll)mejs and fl#icions. Current leJ1ens. Appear

ance if the counb)I. Abundance if hares. Violent flonn. Land 

near three lodges. Alann if the Indians. Supply if fijh from them. 

Their .fabulous accounts. Continue to fie Indian lodges. Treatment of 
a difeaJe. Mifunderjlanding with the natives. The interpreter harangues 

them. Their accounts jimilar to t!lOfe ~'e have already ?"eceived. Their 

curious conduEl. Purcluife lome occl"ucr }kins. Shoot one oj their dogs. 

The confequence of tllat aFt. ApprehenJions of the women. Large 

quantities of lZ:qUOTice. Swallow's neJls Jeen in the precipices. Fall 

in with a party if natives kill£ng geeJe. Circllmjlances concerning them. 

Hurricane. Variation of the 'lveathe?". Kiil great numbers of geeft· 
Abundance of feverat kinds f!f berries. State of the river and its 
hank 

, 

AT five we continued our courre, but, in a very fhort time, were under 

the neceffity of app1ying to the aid of the line, the fheam being ro {hong 

as to render all Our attempts unavailing to fiem it with the paddles. We 

paffed a fmall river, on each fide of which the natives and Efqulmaux 

collefl flint. The bank is an high, fleep, and foft rock, variegated with 
red, 
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red, green, and yellow hues. From the continual dripping of v~ater, ::~.}: 

parts of it frequently fall and break into [mall flony flakes like flate, but I...-'::"y_.J 

not fo hard. Among them are found pieces of Petroiiu'ln, which bears 

a refemblance to yellow 'wax, but is more friable. The Englifh chief 

informed me, that rocks of a fimilar kind are kattered about the 

country, at the back of the Slave Lake, where the Chepewyans col-

leB: copper. 

At ten, we had an aft 'rind, and the men who had been engaged in 

towing, re-embarked. At twelve ,,-e obferved a lodge on the fide of the 

river, and its inhabitants running about in great confufion, or hurry_ 

ing to the woods. Three men waited our arrival, though they re

mained at fome diHance from us, with their bows and arrows ready to be 

employed; or at leaH, that appeared to be the idea they wifhed to con

vey to us, by continually fnapping the firings of the former, and the figns 

they made to forbid our approach. The Engliill chief, whofe language 

they, in fome degree, underfiood, endeavoured to remove their difiruft 

of us; but till I went to them with a prefent of beads, they refufed to 

have any communication with us. 

When they firft perceived our fail, they took us for the Efquimaux 

Indians, who employ a lail in their canoes. They were fufpicious of 

our defigns, and quefiioned us with a view to obtain fame knowledge of 

them. On feeing us in poffeffion of fome of the clothes, bows, &c. which 

rnufi have belonged to fome of the Deguthee Denees, or Quarrellers, 

they imagined, that we had killed fome of them, and were bearing away 

the fruits of our viEtory. They appeared, indeed, to be of the fame 

tribe, 
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tribe, though they were afraid of acknowledging it. From their que[

tiqns, it was evident that they had not received any notice of OUf being 

in thofe parts. 

They would not acknowledge that they had any women with them, 

though we had feen them running to the woods; but pretended that 

they had been left at a confiderable difiancc from the river, with fome 

relations, ~ho were engaged in killing rein-deer. Thefe people had 

been here but a 010rt time, and their lodge was not yet completed; 

nor had they any fin1 in a nate of preparation for their provifion. I 

gave them a knife and fame beads for an horn-wedge or chifel, with 

which they fplit their canoe-wood. One of my Indians having, broken 

his paddle, attempted to take one of theirs, which was immediately con

tefled by its owner, and on my interfering to prevent this aa of injufiice. 

he manifefled his gratitude to me on the occaGon. We loft an hour 

and a half in this conference. 

The Epglifh chief was <luring the whole of the time in the woods, 

where fome of the hidden property was difcovered, but the women con

trived to elude the fearch that was made after them. Some of there 

articles were purloined, but I was ignorant of this circumfiance till we 

had taken our departure, or I ihould certainly have given an ample re

muneration. Our chief expreffed his difpleafure at their running away 

to conceal themfel ves, their property, and their young women, in very 

bitter terms. H~ raid his heart was fet againfi thofe Raves; and com

plained aJoud of his difappointment in coming fo far without feeing the
Rati ves, and g~tling fpmething from them. 

We 
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~ h' , d We employed the fail and the paddle fince ten t IS mornmg, an 

pitched our tents at [even in the evening. We had no fooner encamped 

than we were vifited by an Indian whom we had feen before, and whofe 

family was at a fmall diflance up the river: at nine he left us. The 

weather was clear and ferene. 

81 

.. I 

~Te embarked this morning at a quarter paa three, and at [even we S.ltunLr:! ii· 

paffed the lodge of the Indian who had vifited us the preceding c\'cning. 

There appeared to have been more than one family, and wc~ naturally 

concluded that our vifitor had made fuch an unfavourable report of us) 

as to induce his <:ompanions to fly on our approach. Their fire was 

not extinguifhed, and they had left a confiderable quantity of filli fcat-

tered about their dwelling. 

The weather was now very fultry; but the current had relaxed of its 

force, fo tha;t the paddle was fufficient for our progrefs during the 

greaten part of the day. The inland part of the country is mountainous 

and the banks of the river low, b~t covered with wood, among which is 

the poplar, but of fmall growth, and the firfl which we had Ieen on our 

return.. A pigeon alfo £levy by us, and hares appeared to be in great 

plenty. \'~e paHed many Indian encampments v·/hich we did not Lee in 

our paITage dOVlll the rivc:--. About feven the fk;T. lC) th: Y/ dhn!i-d, be· 

-came of a fled-blue colour, with lightning and thunckr. \"rc accord

ingly landed to p'repare ourfel ves againf1: the coming norm; but G~{ore 

we could erea our tents, it came on with fuch violence, that we ex

peaed it to carry every thing before it. The ridge-pole of my tent 'was 

broken in the middle, where it was found, and nine inches and an half in 

M cirt'llmference; 
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178.). circumference;. and we were obliaed to throw ourfelves flat on· the 
July. 0 

L_V_.-J ground to e[cape being wounded by the fiones that were hurled about 

in the air like fand. The violence of the fiorm, however, fubfided in. a 

!hart time, but left the fky overcafi. with the appearance of rain. 

Sllnday 26. It rained from--the preceding evening to this morning, when we em-

barked at four o'clock. At eight we landed at three large Indian 

lodges. Their inhabitants, who were alleep, expreffed. uncommon 

alarm and agitation when they were awakened by us, though mofi. of 

them had [een us before. Their habitations were crowded with filli, 

hanging to dry in every part; but as we , .. -anted fame for prefent u[e, 

we fent their young men to vifit the nets, and they returned with abun

dance of large white filli, to which the name has been given of poiJfon 
inconnu; fome of a round {hape, and green colour; and a few white 

ones; all which were very agreeable food. Some beads, and a few other 

trifles, were gratefully received in return. Thefe people are very fond 

of iron work of any kind, and my men purchafec.t feveral of their articles 

for fmall pieces of tin .. 

There were five or fix per[ons whom we had not feen before; and 

among them was a Dog-rib Indian, whom fome private quarrel had 

driven from his country. The Englilli chief underfiood him as well as 

one of his own nation, and gave the following account of their con
verfation :-

He had been informed by the people with whom he now lives, the 

Hare Indians, that there is another river on the other fide of the moun

tams. 
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tains to the South-Wefi, which falls into the Bellwalla)' Toe, or White- ~J:A;::.l: 

man's Lake, in comparifon of which that on whore banks we then were, L--v-~ 

was but a fmall flream; that the natives were "ery large, and very wicked, 

and kill common men with their eyes; that they make canoes larger 

than ours; that thore who inhabit the entrance of it kill a kind of beaver, 

the {kin of which is aimofl red; and that large canoes"'often frequent it. 

As there is no known communication by water with this river, the na~ 

tives who raw it went over the mountains. 

As he mentioned that there were fome beavers in this part of the 

country, I told him to hunt it, and defire the others to do the fame, as 

well as the martens, foxes, beaver-eater or wolvereen, &c. which they 

might carry to barter for iron with his own nation, who are fupplied 

with goods by us, near their country. He was anxious to know whe

ther we fhould return that way: at the fame time he informed us that 

we fhould fee but few of the natives along the river, as all the young men 
were engaged in killing rein-deer, near the Efquirnaux Lake, which, he 

alfo faid, was at no great difiance. The latter he reprefented as very 

treacherous, and added, that they had killed one of his people. He told 

us likewife, that forne plan of revenge was meditating, unlefs the offend

ing party paid a fufficient price for the body of the murdered perron. 

My Indians were very anxious to pofTefs themfelves of a woman that 

was with the natives, but as they were not willing to part with her, I 

interfered, to prevent her being taken by force: indeed I was obliged to 

exercife the-utmofi vigilance, as the Indians who accompanied me were ever 

ready to take what they could from the native~, without making them any 

M 2 return. 
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1789. return. About tweh-e we paffed a river of fame appearance, flowing 

,-2.~:.:....-J from the Earl ward. One of the natives who followed us, called it the 

\Vinter Road River. vVe did not find the Rream {lrong to-day along the 

{bore, as there were many eddy cli'rrents: we therefore employed the fail 

during fome hours of it, and went on {hore for the night at half paR feven. 

Monday 27- The weather was now fine, and we renewed our voyage at half pan 

two. At [even we landed where there were three families, fituated clofe 

to the rapids. We found but few people; for as the Indian who fol. 

lowed us yeHerday had arrived here before us, we [uppo[ed that the 

greater part had fled, on the intelligence which he gave of our approach. 

Some of thefe people we had [een before, when they told us that they had 

left their property at a lake in the neighbourhood, and had promifed to 

fetch it before our return; but we now found them as unprovided as 

when we left them. They had plenty of 6fh, fome of which was packed 

up in birch bark. 

During the time we remained with them, which was not more than 

two hours, I endeavoured to obtain fome additional intelligence refpea .. 

ing the river which had been mentioned on the preceding day; when they 

declared their total ignorance of it, but from the reports of others, as 

they had never been beyond the mountains, on the oppofite fide of their 

own river: they had, however, been informed that it was larger than that 

which wafiled the banks whereon they lived, and that its courfe was towards 

the mid-day fun. They added, that there were people at a fmall di{~ 

tance up the riv~r, who inhabited the oppofite mountains, and had lately 

defcended from them to obtain fupplies of fin1. There people, they filg-

gelled, 
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gefied, mull be well acquainted with the other river, which was the 17Rg. 
July. 

objoc'1 of my inquiry. I engaged one of them, by a bribe of [orne L_V-..-I 

beads, to defcribe the circumjacent country upon the fand. This fingtdar 

map he immediately undertook to delineate, and accordingly traced out 

a very long point of land between the rivers, though without paying the 

leafi attention to their courfes, \'lhich he reprefented as rurlhing into the 

great lake, at the extremity of which, as he had been told by Indians of 

other nations, there was a Belhoullay Couin, or VVhite Man's Fort. 

This I took to be Unalafcha Fort, and conIequently the river to the 

'N efl: to be Cook's River; and that the body of water or fea into whic h 

this river dilcharges itfelf at Whale lfland, communicates with Norton 

Sound. I made an advantageous propofition to this man to accompany 

me acrofs the mountains to the other river, but he refufed it. At 

the fame time he recommended me to the people already mentioned, 

who were fifhing in the neighbourhood, as better qualified to affifi me 

in the undertaking which I had propored. 

One of this fmall company of natives was grievoufly amiRed with 

ulcers in his back; and the only attention which was paid to his miferable 

condition, as far at leafi as we could dircover, proceeded from a woman, 

who careful1y employed a bunch' of feathers in preventing the fli-es from 

fettling upon his [ores. 

At ten this morning we landed near the lodges which had already been 

mentioned to us, and I ordered my people to make preparation for palling 

the remaining part of the day here, in order to obtain that familiarity 

with the natives which might induce them to afford me, without re[erve, the 

information 
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information that I {hould require from them. This objea, however, 

was in danger of being altogether frunrated, by a mifunderfianding that 

had taken place between the natives and my young Indians, who were 

already arrived there. Before the latter could difembark, the former 

feized the canoe, and dragged it on !hore, and in this aa of violence the 

boat was broken, from the weight of the perfons in it. This infult was 

on the point of being ferioufly revenged, when I arrived, to prevent the 

confequences of fuch a difpofition. The variation of the compafs was 

about twenty-nine degrees to the EafL 

At four in the afternoon I ordered my interpreter to harangue the 

natives, aITembled in council; but his long difcourfe obtained little fatif· 

faClory intelligence fro111 them. Their account of the river to the Weft

ward, was umilar to that \\Thich we had already received; and their 

defcription of the inhabitants of that country, was ftill more abfurd and 

ridiculous. They reprefl'l1ted them as being of a gigantic fiature, and 

adorned with wings; \vhich, however, they never employed in flying. 

That they fed on large birds, which they killed with the greateR eafe, 

though common men would be certain viElims of their voracity if they 

ventured to approach them. They aHa defcribed the people that inha

bited the mouth of the river as poIfelling the extraordinary power of kill· 
ing with their eyes, and devouring a large beaver at a fingle meal. They 
added that canoes of very large dimenfions vifited that place. They 

di'..: not, however, relate thefe firano-e circumfiances from their own 
b 

knowledge, but on the reports of other tribes, as they themfelves never 

ventured to proceed beyond the fidl: mountains, \\There they went in 

fearch of the fmall white buffaloes" as the inhabitants of the other fide 

endeavour 
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endeavour to kill them whenever they meet. They likC\\'ife mentioned JZ~f,: 
that the fources of thofe {lreams which are tributary to both the great "-r---I 

rivers, are feparated by the mountains. It appeared to us, however, that 

thefe people knew more about the country than they chofe to commu-

nicate, or at leafi reached me, as the interpreter, who had long been tired 

of the voyage, might conceal fuch a part of their communications as, in 

in his opinion, would induce me to follow nev.' routes, or extend my 

excurfions. No fooner was the conference concluded, than they began 

to dance, which is their favourite, and, except jumping, their only amufe-

mente In this paflime old and young, male and female, continued their 

exertions, till their firength was exhaufled. This exercife was accom-

panied by loud imitations of the various noifes produced by the rein-

deer, the bear, and the wolf. 

When they had finifhed their antics, I defired the Englifh chief to 

renew the former fubjeas; vlhich he did without fuccefs. I therefore 

affumed an angry air, expreffed my fufpicions that they withheld their 

information, and concluded with a menace, that if they did not give me 

all the fatisfaaion in their power, I would force one of them along with 

me to-morrow, to point out the road to the other river. On this decla

ration, they all, at one and the fame moment, became fick, and anfwered 

in a very faint tone, that they knew no more than they had already com

municated, and that they fhould die if I took any of them away. They 

began to perfuade my interpreter to remain with them, as they loved him 

as well as they did themfelves, and that he would be killed if he con

tinued with me. Nor did this propofition, aided as it was by the folici

tation of his women, fail of producing a confiderable effeR upon him, 

though he endeavoured to conceal it from me. 

I nmv 
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1j8g. I now found that it would be fruitlefs for me to expeCl: any accounts 
July. 

'--.-.J of the country, or the other great river, till I got to the river of the Bear 

Lake, where I ex peEled to find rome of the natives, who promifed to wait 

for us there. Thefe people had aB:ually mentioned this river to me 

when we pafTed them, but I then paid no attention to that circumfiance, 

as I imagined it to be either a mifunderHanding of my interpreter, or , 
that it was an invention which, with their other lies, might tend to pre-

vent me from proceeding down their river. 

We were plentifully fupplied with fi01, as well dryas frefh, by thefe 

people; they alfo gathered as many whirtle berries as we chafe, for which 

we paid with the ufual articles of beads, awls, knives, and tin. I pur

chafed a few beavcr-ll<.ins of them, which, according to their accounts, 

are not very numerous in this country; and that they do not abound in 

moore-deer and hdfaloes. They were alarmed for [orne of their young 

men, who were killing geefe higher up the river, and entreated us to do 

them no harm. About fun-fet I was under the necdlity of fuooting one 

of their dogs, as we could not keep thore anin 01s from our baggage. 

It was in vain that I had remonfirated on this fubjeB:, fo that I was 

obliged to com mit the aEt which has been j un: mentioned. When there 

people heard the report of the pinol, and raw the dog dead, they were 

ft'ized with a very general alarm, and the women took theiT children on 

their backs and ran into the ,voods. I ordered the caufe of this aa of 
feverity to be explained, with the afTurance that no injury would be 

{)ifered to themfel yes. The woman, however, to whom the dog belonged, 

was very much affected, and declared that the lo[s of five children, dur .. 

ing the preceding winter, had not affeEted her fo much as the death of 
this 
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this animal. But her grief was not of very long duration; and a few 1789. 
July. 

beads, &c. foon affuaged her forrow. But as they can without difficulty L._y--' 

get rid of their affliCtion, they can with equal eafe afTume it, and feign 

ficknefs if it be neceffary with the fame verhltility. vVhen \.'e arrived 

this morning, we found the women in tears, from an apprehenfion that 

we were come to take them away. To the eye of an European they 

certainly were objects of difguU; but there were thore among my party 

who obferved fome hidden charms in thefe females which rendered them 

objeCts of defire, and means were found, I believe, that very foon dif-

fipated their alarms and fubdued their coynefs. 

On the upper part of the beach, liquorice grew In great abundance 

and it was now in blofIom. I pulled up {orne of the roots, which were 

large and long; but the natives were ignorant of its qualities, and con

fidered it as a weed of no ufe or value. 

At four this morning I ordered Iny people to prepare for our depar- Tue!aay 28. 

ture; and while they were loading the canoe, I went with the Englifh 

chief to vifit the lodges, but the greater part of their inhabitants had 

quitted them during the night, and thofe that remained pretended fick-

ne[s, and refufed to rife. When, however, they were convinced that we 

did not mean to take any of them with us, their ficknefs abandoned 

them, and when we had embarked, they came forth from their huts, to 

defire that we would vifit their nets, which were at a fmall difiance up 

the river, and take all the fifh we might find in them. \,y e accordingly 

availed ourfeves of this permiffion, and took as many as were neceffary 

for our own fupply. 

N 
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1789. We landed {hortly after where there were two more lodges, which 
July. , 1 b' h b hI ' h L~ were full of filli, but without any In 1a ltants, W 0 w'ere pro a y WIt 

the natives whom we had jufi left. My Indians, in rummaging thefe 

places, found feveral articles which they propofed to take; I therefore 

gave beads and awls, 10 he left as the purchafe of them; but this 

aCl of jufl:ice they were not able to comprehend, as the people them

reI yes were not prefent. I took up a net and left a large knife in the 

place of it. It was about four fathoms long, and thirty-two mefhes in 

depth: thefe nets are much more convenient to fet in the eddy current 

than our long ones. This is the place that the Indians call a rapid 

though we went up it all the way with the paddle; fo that the current 

could not be fo {hong here, as in many other parts of the river; indeed 

if it were fo, the difficulty of towing would be almofi infuperable, as in 

many parts the rocks, which are of a great height and rather projeCt 

over the water, leave no {hore between them and the {heam. There 

precipices abound in f wallows' nens. The weather was now very 

fultry, and at eleven we were under the neceffity of landing to gum our 

canoe. 

In about an hour we fet forward, and at one in the afternoon, 

went on {hore at a fire, which we fuppofed to have been kindled by the 

young men, who, as we had been already informed, were hunting geefe. 

OUf hunters found their canoe and the fowl they had got, fecreted in 

the woods; and foon after, the people themfel yes, whom they brought to 

the waterfide. Out of two hundred geefe we picked thirty-fix which 

were eatable; the refl were putrid and emitted an horrid Rench. They 

had been killed fome time without having been gutted, and in this Hate 

of 
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of loathfome rottenne[s, we have every rearon to ruppofe they are eaten 

by "the natives. We paid for thofe which we had taken, and departed. 

At feven in the evening, the weather became cloudy and overcall; at 

eight we encamped; at nine, it began to thunder with great violence; 

an heavy rain fucceeded, accompanied with an hurricane, that blew down 

our tents, and threatened to carry away the canoe, which had been 

faUened to fome trees with a cod-line. The florm laned two hours and 

deluged us with wet. 

91 
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Yefierday the weather was cloudy and the heat infupportable; and Wednef. ~9· 

now we could not put on clothes enough to keep us warm. We 

embarked at a quarter pail four with an aft wind, which drove us 

on at a great rate, though the current is very {hong. At ten we came to 

the other rapid which we got up with the line on the Wen fide, where 

we found it much flronger than when we went down; the water had 

alfo fallen at leafi five feet fince that time, fa that feveral !boals appeared 

in the river which we had not [een before. One of my hunters narrowly 

efcaped being drowned in croffing a river that falls in from the Wefi-

ward, and is the moil confiderable, except the mountain river, that 

flows in this direaion. We had fhong Northerly and cold wind 

throughout the whole of the day, and took our nation for the night 

at a quarter pan eight. We killed a goofe and caught fome young 

ones. 

We renewed our voyage at four this morning after a very rainy night. ThurfdaY30. 

The weather was cloudy, hut the cold had moderated, and the wind was 

N 2 North. 
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178<}. North-Weft. ''Ve were enabled to employ the fail during part of the 
July. . ' 'tJP e k'l1 d 1· 

L-v--1 day, and encamped at about feven In the evenmg. vv 1 e e even 

old geefe and forty young ones which had juft begun to fly. The Englifh 

chief was very much irritated againfl one of his young men: that jealoufy 

occafioned this uneafinefs, and that it was not w'ithout very fuf

ficient caufe, was all I could difcover. For the laR two or three days 

we had eaten the liquorice root, of which there is great abundance on 

the banks of the river. We found it a powerful afiringent. 

Friday 31. The rain was continual throughout the night, and did not fubfide till 

nine this morning, when we renewed our progrefs. The wind and 

weather the fame as yeflerday. About three in the afternoon it cleared 

up and the wind died away, when it became warm. At five the wind 

veered to the Eafl, and brought cold along with it. There were plenty 

of whirtle berries, rafpberries, and a berry called Po ire, which grows 

in the greateR abundance. We were very much impeded in our 

way by {hoals of fand and fmall nones, which render the water 

fhallow at a diflance from the Glore. In other places the bank of the 

river is lofty: it is formed of black earth and fand and as it is conti-, , 
nually fal1ing, difplayed to us, in fome parts, a face of folid ice, to within 

a foot of the furface. We finifhed this day's voyage at a quarter before 

eight, and in the courfe of it killed feven geefe. 

We now had recourfe to our corn, for we had only confumed three 

days of our original provifion fince we began to mount the current. 

"It was my intention to have afcended the river on the South fide from 

the 
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the Iafi rapid, to difcover if there were any rivers of confequence that 1789. 
July. 

flow from the \;V efiward: but the fand-banks were fo numerous and L.-v --' 

the current fo {hong, that I was compelled to traverfe to the oppofite 

fide, where the eddy currents are very frequent, which gave us an oppor-

tunity of fetting our nets and making much more head-way. 

o 

CHAP. 
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C HAP T E R VII. 

royage continued. SzifPeEl the integrity of the interpreter. Stars vijible. 

Springs of mineral water, and lumps of iron ore. Arrive at the river of 

the Bear Lake. Coal mine in aoftate of combzYlion. Water of the river 

dim in iJ1zed. Continue to fee Indian encampments, and hill geeJe, &c. 

Huntinr'1 excu1}ions. A canoe found on the edge of a wood. Attempt to 

0Jcend a 17zountain. Account of the paJfoge to it. See a few of tke 

natives. Kill a beaver and lome hares. DeJign of the Englijh chief. 

Kill a woif. Changeable fiate f!f the weather. Recover the Pemmican, 

which had been hidden in an ijland. Natives fly at our approach. M,eet 

with dogs. Altercation with the Englijll chief. Account of the articles 

left by the fugitives. Shoals if the river covered with faline matter. 

Encamp at the mouth, of the river oj the mountain. The ground on fire 

on eachjide of it. Continue tofee encampments of the natives. Various 

kinds 0/ berTies. Kilt geeje, jwans, &c. Bc. (:jc. Corroding quality of 
the water. Weather changeable. Reach the entrance of the Slave Lake. 

Dangers encounteud on entering it. Caught pike and trout. Met M. Le 

Roux on the lake. Further circu11'Ylances till our return to Fort Chepe
·wyan. Conclujion of the voyage. 

AUgllfi. 

~ W E embarked at three this morning, the weather being clear and 
cold, with the wind at South-Eafi. At three in the afternoon we tra

verfed and landed to take the canoe in tow: here was an encampment 

of 
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of the natives, which we had fC'afon to fuppofe they had quitted the ~2:~0:. 
preceding day. At five we perceived a family, confifiing of a man, two I..--y __ ' 

women, and as many children, Hationoo by the fide of the water, whom 

we had not feen before. They informed us, that they had but few fiOl, 

and that none of their friends were in the neighbourhood, except the 

inhabitants of one lodge on the other fide of the river, and a man who 

belonged to them, ane who was now occupied in hunting. I now found 

my interpreter very unwilling to aik fuch quefiions as were diRated to him, 

from the apprehenfion, as I imagined, that I might obtain f uch intelli-

gence as would prevent him from feeing Athabafca this fearon. We 

left him with the Indian, and pitched our tents at the fame place where 

we had paIred the night on the fifth of lafl month. The Englifh chief 

came along with the Indian to our fire; and the latter informed us that 

the native who went down part of the river with us had paIred there, 

and that we lhould meet with three lodges of his tribe above the river of 

the Bear Lake. Of the river to the \'Vefiward he knew nothing but 

from the relation of others. This was the firfl: night fince our de-

parture from Athabafca, when it was fuHiciently dark to render the fiars 

vifible. 

We fet off at three this morning with the towing-line. I walked with Sunday?, 

my Indians, as they went failer than the canoe, and particularly as I 

fufpeaed that they wanted to arrive at the huts of the natives be-

fore me. In our way, I obferved feveral [mall fprings of mineral water 

running from the foot of the mountain, and along the beach I faw feveral 

lumps of iron ore. When we came to the river of the Bear Lake, Ior-

dered one of the young Indians to wait for my canoe, and I took my 

place 
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place in their fmall canoe. This river is about two hundred and fifty 

yards broad at this place, the water clear and of a greenilh colour. 

V/hen 1 landed on the oppofite {hore, I difco\-ered that the natives had 

been there very lately from the print of their feet in the fand. We con· 

tinued walking till {jve in the afternoon, when we faw reveral (mokes 

along the {hare. As we naLUrally concluded, that theIe were certain 

indications where we fhould meet the natives who were the objefts of our 

fearell, ,I.:e quickened our pace; but, in our progre[s, experienced a very 

-fulphurous fmel!, and at length difcovered that the whole bank was 011 

fire for a very conuuerable cliflance. It proved to be a coal mine, to 

whieh the lire had communicated fronl an old Indian encampment. 

Tlle beach \\-as covered with coals, and the Englinl chief gathered fome 

of the [ofteIl he could find, as a black dye; it being the mineral, as he 

inf-ormed me, wilh which the natives render their quills black. 

lIere we waited for the large canoe, which arrived an hour after us. 

At half pan. ten we faw fcveral Indian marks, which confiiled of pieces of 

bark fixed on poles, and pointing to the woods, oppofite to which is an old 

beaten road, that bore the marks of being lately frequented; the beach alfo 

was covered \vith trac.ks. l\.t a fmall diHance were the poles of five lodges 

Handing; where we landed and unloaded our canoe. I then difpatched 

one of my men and two young Indians to fee if they could find any natives 

within a day's march of us. I wanted the Englifh chief to go, but he 

pleaded fatigue, and that it would be of no ufe. This waS the firft time 

he had refured to comply with my defire, and jealoufy, I believe, was the 

caufe of it in the prefent infiance; though I had taken every precaution 

that he Ihould not have caufe to be jealous of the Canadians. There 

was 
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was not, at this time, the leaR: appearance of fnow on the oppofite 

mountains, though they were almoH covered with it when we paIred 

before. Set two nets, and at eleven o'clock at night the men and In

dians returned. They had been to their firfi encampment, where 

there were four fires, and which had been quitted a {hort time be

fore; fo that they were obliged to make the circuit of feveral fmall 

lakes, which the natives crofs with their canoes. This encampment was 

on the borders of a lake which was too large for them to venture round 

it, fo that they did not proceed any further. They faw feveral beavers 

and beaver lodges in thore fmall lakes. They killed one of there ani

mals whofe fur began to get long, a Cure indication that the fall of the year 

approaches. They alfo faw many old tracks of the moore and rein-deer. 

This is the time when the rein-deer leave the plains to come to the 

woods, as the mufquitoes begin to difappear; I, therefore, apprehended 

that we fuould not find a fingle Indian on the river fide, as they would 

be in or about the mountains fetting fnares to take them. 

97 
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We proceeded with a {hong Weilerly wind, at four this morning, Monday 3-

the weather being cloudy and cold. At twelve it cleared up and 

became fine: the current alfo increafed. The water had fallen fo 

much fince our paIrage down the river, that here, as in other places, 

we difcovered many {hoals which were not then vifible. \V'e killed 

feveral geefe of a larger fize than thofe which we had generally feen. 

Several Indian encampments were feen along the river, and we landed 

at eight for the night . 

. At four in the morning we renewed our courfe, when it was fine and TucfJay 4. 

o calm. 
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calm. The night had been cold and a very heavy dew had fallen. At 

nine we were obliged to land in order to gum the canoe, when the 

weather became extremely warm. Numerous tracks of rein deer ap

peared on the fide of the river. At half pail five we took our nation 

for the night, and ret the nets. The current was very {hong all day, 

and we found it very difficult to walk along the beach, from the large 

frones which were fcattered over it. 

\Vednef.s. We raifed our nets but had not the good fortune to take a fingle lilli. 

The water was now become fo low that the eddy currents would not admit 

of fetting them. The current had not relaxed its firength; and the dif

ficulty of walking along the beach was continued. The air was noW 

become fo cold, that our exercife, violent as it was, fcarce kept us warm. 

We paffed feveral points which we fhould not have accomplifhed, if the 

canoe had been loaded. We were very much fatigued, and at fix were 

glad to conclude our toilfome march. The Indians killed two geefe. 

The women who did not quit the canoe, were continually employed in 

making {hoes of moofe-Ikin, for the men, as a pair did not laR more than 
a day. 

Thurfday6. The rain prevented us from proceeding till half paft fix, when we 

had a {hong aft wind, which, aided by the paddles, drove us on at a 

great rate. We encamped at fix to wait for our Indians, whom we had 

not feen fince the morning; and at half paft feve~ they arrived very 

much diIfatisfied with their day's journey. Two days had now elapfed 

fince we had feen the lean appearance of Indian habitations. 

I Friday 7· VVe embarked at half pail three, and foon after perceived two rein- . 

deer 
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deer on the beach before us. We accordingly checked our courfe; but 

our Indians, in contending who fhould be the firfl: to get near thefe ani

tnals, alarmed and loa them. We, however, killed a female rein,deer, 

and from the wounds in her hind-legs, it was fuppofed that £he had been 

purfued by wolves, who had devoured her young one: her udder was 

full of milk, and one of the young Indians poured it among forne boiled 

corn, which he ate with great delight, eHeeming it a very delicious 

food. At five in the afternoon we faw an animal running along the 

beach, but could not determine, whether it was a grey fox or a dog. 

In a {hort time we went afhore for the night, at the entrance of a fmall 

river, as I thought there might be {orne natives in the vicinity of the 

place. I ordered my hunters to put their fuzees in order, and gave 

them ammunition to proceed on an hunting party the next day; they 

were alfo infl:ruCled to difcover if there were any natives in the neigh

bouring mountains. I found a fmall canoe at the edge of the woods, 

which contained a paddle and a bow: it had been repaired this fpring, 

and the workmanfhip of the bark excelled any that I had yet feen. \Ve 

faw feveral encampments in the courfe of the day. TLle current of the 

river was very {hong, and along the points equal to rapids. 
o 
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The rain was very violent throughout the night, and continued till Saturday 8. 

the afternoon of this day, when the weather began to clear, with a 

{hong, cold, and Wefierly wind. At three the Indians proceeded on 

the hunting expedition, and at eight they returned without having met 

with the leaR fuccefs; though they faw numerous tracks of the rein-

deer. They came to an old beaten road, which one of them followed 

02 for 
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1789. for fome time; but it did not appear to have been lately frequented. 
AuguO:. 

'--_,,_~I The rain now returned and continued till the morning. 

Sunday 9. \Ve renewed our voyage at half pall: three, the weather being cold 

and cloudy; but at ten it became clear and moderate. We faw another 

canoe at the outude of the wood, and one of the Indians killed a dog, 

which was in a meagre, emaciated condition. We perceived various 

places where the natives had made their fires; for there people relide 

but a iliort time near the river, and remove from one bank to the 

olher, as it fuits their purpofes. \Ve faw a path which was con

neCted with another on the oppofite fide of the river. The water had 

rifen confiderably fince laft night, and there had been a {hong current 

throughout the day. At feven we made to the {hore and encamped. 

\!onday 10. At three this morning we returned to our canoe; the weather fine and 

clear, with a light wind from the South-E1ft. The Indians were be

fore us in purfuit of game. A.t ten we landed oppofite to the mountains 

which we had paffed on the fecond of the laft month, in order to afcer

tain the variation of the compafs at this place; but this was accom

plilhed in a very imperfect manner, as I could not depend on m~ watch. 

One of the hunters joined us here, fatigued and unfuccefsful. As thefe 

mountains are the lail: of any confiderable magnitude on the South-Weft 

fide of the river, I ordered my men to crofs to that fide of it, that 

I might afcend one of them. It was near four in the afternoon when I 

landed, and I loll no time in proceeding to the attainment of my ob

.lea. I was accompanied only by a young Indian, as the curiofityof 

my 
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my people was fubdued by the fatigue they had undergone; and we ~J:~tt. 
foon had reafon to believe that we lliould pay dearly for the indulgence "--v---J 

of our own. The wood, which was chiefly of fpruce firs, "vas fa thick 

that it was with grent difficulty we made our way through it. \/'/hen 

we had walked upwards of an hour, the under-wood decreafed, while 

the white birch and poplar were the largefi and tallefi of their kind that 

I had ever feen. The ground now began to rife, and was covered 

with [mall pines, and at length we got the firfi view of the moun-

tains {ince we had left the canoe; as they appeared to be no nearer 

to us, though we had been walking for three hours, than when we had 

feen them from the river, my companion expreIfed a very great anxiety 

to return; his {hoes and leggins were torn to pieces, and he was alarmed 

at the idea of palling through fuch bad roads during the night. I per ... 

fified, however, in proceeding, with a determination to pafs the night 

on the mountains and return on the morrow. As we approached 

them, the ground was quite mar01Y, and we waded in water and grafs 

up to the knees, till we came within a mile of them, when I fud-

denly funk up to my arm-pits, and it was with fome difficulty that I 

extricated myfelf from this difagreeable fituation. I now found it im-

pomble to proceed: to cro[s this marfhy ground in a firaight line was 

impraElicable; and it extended fo far to the right and left, that I could 

not attempt to make the circuit: I then fore determined to return to the 

canoe, and arrived there about midnight, very much fatigued with this 

fruitlels journey. 

We obferved feveral tracks along the beach, and an encampment at Tucfd,y 11. 

the edge of the woods, which appeared to be five or fix days old. 'Ve 

fhould 
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fhould have continued our route along this fide of the river, but we ha<l 

not {cen our hunters fince yefierday morning. We accordingly em

barked before three, and at five traverfed the river, when we raw two of 

them coming down in fearch of us. They had killed no other animals 

than one beaver, and a few hares. According to their account, the 

woods 'vere fo thick that it was impoffible to follow the game through 

them. They had feen feveral of the natives encampments, at no great 

difiance from the river; and it was their opinion that they had difcovered 

us in our pafTage down it, and had taken care to avoid us; which 

accounted for the fmall number we had feen on our return. 

I requeHed the Eng1ifh chief to return with me to the other fide of the 

river, in order that he might proceed to difcover tIle natives, whoie 

tracks and habitations we had feen there; but he was backward in comply

ing with my defire, and propofed to fend the young men; but I could not 

trull to them, and at the fame time was become rather doubtful of him. 

They were nill afraid lell I fhould obtain fuch accounts of the other river 

as would induce me to travel overland to it, and that they fhould be 

called upon to accompany me. I was, indeed, informed by one of my 

own people, that the Englilli chief, his wives and companions, had deter

mined to leave me on this fide of the Slave Lake, in order to go to the 

country of the Beaver Indians; and that about the middle of the winter 

he would return to that lake, where he had appointed to meet fome of 

his relations, who, during the Ian fpring, had been engaged in war. 

We now tra verfed the river, and continued to track the Indians till 

pafi twelve, when we loft all traces of them; in confequence, as we irna

gined,~ 
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gined, of their having crofTed to the Eafiern fide. We faw feveral 

dogs on both {hores; and one of the young Indians killed a wolf, 

which the men ate with great IatisfaElion: we {hot, alfo, fifteen 

young geefe that were now beginning to fly. It was eight when we 

took our evening fiation, having loft four hours in making Ollr traverfcs. 

There was no interruption of the fine weather during the courle of this 

day. 

1789' 
Auguf1:. 

'-...-aw J 

We proceeded on our voyage at three this morning, and difpatched '\Vedne[. 12. 

the two young Indians acro{i; the river, that we might not mifs any of the 

natives that lliould be on the banks of it. \Ve raw many places where 

fires had been lately made along the beach, as well as fire running in the 

woods. At four we arrived at an encampment which had been left 

this morning. Their tracks were obfervable in feveral places in the 

woods, and as it might be prefumed that they could not be at any 

great difiance, it was propofed to the chief to accompany me in [earch 

of them. We accordingly, though with fome hefitation on his part, pene-

trated feveral miles into the woods, but without difcovering the objeas 

of our refearch. The fire had fpread all over the country, and had 

burned about three inches of the black, light foil, which covered a body 

of cold clay, that was fo hard as not to receive the leaH impreffion of 

our feet. At ten we returned from our unfuccefsful excurfion. In the 

mean time the hunters had killed feven geefe. There were feveral 

{howers of rain, accompanied with gufis of wind and thunder. The 

nets had been fet during our abfence. 

The nets were taken up, but not one filli was found in them; and at Thurfd. 13. 

half 
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half pall three we continued our route, with very favourable weather. 

Vve paffed feveral places, where fires had been made by the natives, and 

many tracks were perceptible along the beach. At feven we were oppo

fite the iiland where our Pemmican had been concealed: two of the 

Indians were accordingly diIpatched in fearch of it, and it proved 

very acceptable, as it rendered us more independent of the provifions 

which were to be obtained by our fowling pieces, and qualified us to 

get out of the river without that delay which our hunters would other

wife ha\'(' required. In a {hort time we perceived a fmoke on the {hore 

to the South-vVefl:, at the diflance of three leagues, which did not appear 

to proceed from any running fire. The Indians, who were a little way 

ahead of us, did not difcover them, being engaged in the purfuit of a 

flock of geefe, at which they fired feveral filots, when the [moke imme

diately difappeared; and in a {hort time we faw feveral of the natives 

run along the {hare, fame of whom entered their canoes. Though we 

were almofl oppofite to them, we could not crofs the river without 

going further up it, from the flrena-th of the current; I therefore Of-
. 0 

dered our Indians to make every pollible exertion, in order to fpeak 

with them! and wait our arrival. But as foon as our [mall canoe fhuck 

off, we could perceive the poor affrighted people haflen to the {hore, 

and after drawing their canoes on the beach, hurry into the woods. It 

was pall ten before we landed at the place where they had deferted their 

,canoes, which were four in number. They were fo terrified that they 

had left feveral articles on the beach. I was very much difpleafed with 

my Indians, who inUead of feeking the natives, were dividing their pro

perty. I rebuked the Englifh chief with fame feverity for his condua, 

and immediately ordered him, his young men, and my own people, to 

go 
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go in fearch of the fugitives, but their fears had made them too nimble A1789~ 
uguu.. 

for us, and we could not overtake them. We faw feveral dogs in the '--y-.J 

woods, and fame of them followed us to our canoe. 

The Englifh chief was very much difpleafed at my reproaches, and 

expreffed himIelf to me in perf on to that effea. This was the very 

opportunity which I wanted, to make him acquainted with my diffatis

faaion for fome time paft. I Rated to him that I had come a great way, 

and at a very confiderable expence, without having obtained the objeCl: 

of my willies, and that I fufpeB:ed he had concealed from me a principal 

part of what the natives had told him refpeB:ing the country, len he 

fhould be obliged to follow me: that his reafon for not killing game, &c. 

was his jealoufy, which likewife prevented him from looking after the na

tives as he ought; and that we had never given him any caufe for any fuf

picions of us. Thefe fuggefiions irritated him in a very high degree, and he 

accufed me of fpeaking ill words to him; he denied the charge ofjealoufy, 

and declared that he did not conceal any thing from us; and that as to 

the ill fuccefs of their hunting, it arofe from the nature of the country, 

and the fcarcity, which had hitherto appeared, of animals in it. He con .. 

eluded by informing me that he would not accompany me any further; 

that though he was without ammunition, he could live in the fame man

ner as the naves, (the name given to the inhabitants of that part of the 

country), and that he would remain among them. His harangue was 

fucceeded by a loud and bitter lamentation; and his relations affifted the 

vocife!~tions of his grief; though they faid that their tears flowed for 

their dead friends. I did not interrupt their grief for, two hours, but as 

I could not well do without them, I was at length obliged to footh it, and 
p induce 
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'789, induce the chief to change his refolution, which he did, but with great 
Augull. 

, apparent reluaance; when we embarked as we had hitherto done. 

The articles which the fugitives had left behind them, on the prefent 

occafion, were bows, arrews, fnares for moofe and rein-deer, and for 

hares; to thefe may be added a few dillies, made of bark, fame fkiDS of 

the marten and the beaver, and old beaver robes, with a [mall robe 

made of the !kin of the lynx. Their canoes were coarfely made of the 

bark of the fpruce-fir, and will carry two or three people. I ordered my 
men to remove them to the {hade, and gave moO: of the other articles 

to the young Indians. The Engli{h chief would not accept, of any of 

them. In the place, and as the purchafe of them, I left fome cloth, fome 

fmall knives, a file, two fire-Reels, a comb, rings, with beads and awls. 

I alfo ordered a marten !kin to be placed on a proper mould, and a bea

ver !kin to be firetched on a frame, to which I tied a fcraper. The Indians 

were of opinion that all there articles would be loR, as the natives were 

fo much frightened that they would never return. Here we loft fix 

hours; and on our quitting the place, three of the dogs which I have 

already mentioned followed us along the beach. 

We pitched our tents at half pall eight, at the entrance of the river 

of the mountain; and while the people were unloading the canoe, I took 

a walk along the beach, and on the {hoals, which being uncovered fince 

we paffed down, by the finking of the waters, were now white with a 

raline fubfiance. I rent for the Englilli chief to fup with me, and a dram 

or two difpelled all his heart-burning and difcontent. He informed me 

that it was a CUnOID with the Chepewyan chiefs to go to war after they 

had 
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had {bed tears in order to wipe away the difigrace attached to fuch a A1789ft' , ugu • 

feminine weaknefs, and that in the enfuing [pring he {hould not fail to '--v-.-J 

execute his defign; at the fame time he declared his intention to con-

tinue with us as 10no- as I fhould want him. I took care that he fhould 
t) 

carry fome liquid confolation to his lodge, to prevent the return of his 

chagrin. The weather was fine, and the Indians killed three geefe. 

At a quarter before four this morning, we returned to our canoe, and Friday 11-

went about two miles up the river of the mountains. Fire was in the 

ground on each fide of it. In traverfing, I took foundings, and found 

five, four and an half, and three and an half fathoms water. Its £lream 

was very muddy, and formed a cloudy fireak along the water of the great 

river, on the Weft fide to the Eafiern rapid, where the waters of the two 

rivers at length blend in one. It was impoffible not to confider it as an 

extraordinary circumfiance, that the current of the former river {bould 

not incorporate with that of the latter, but flow, as it were, in difiina 

flreams at fo great a difiance, and till the contraaed fiate of the channel 

unites them. We paffed feveral encampments of the natives, and a river 

which flowed in from the North, that had the appearance of being navi-

gable. 'Ve concluded our voyage of this day at half paft five in the 

afternoon. There were pleaty of berries, which my people calJed poires; 

they are of a purple hue, lomewhat bigger than a pea, and of a lufcious 

tafte; there were alfo goofeberries, and a few firawberries. 

We continued our courfe from three in the morning ~ill half paft five Saturday 1S

in th~ afternoon. We faw feveral enca'mpments along the beach, till it 

became too narrow to admit them; when the banks rofe into a confider-

P 2 able 
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able degree of elevation, and there were more eddy currents. The 

Indians killed twelve geefe
t 

and berries were colleaed in great abund. 

ance. The weather was fultry throughout the day. 

We continued our voyage at a quarter before four, and in five hours 

paffed the place where we had been fiationeu on the 13th of June .. Here 

the river widened, and its {hores became flat. The land on the North 

fide is Jow, compored of a black foil, mixed with fiones, but agreeably 

covered with the afpen, the poplar, the white birch, the fpruce fir, &c. 

The current was fo moderate, that we proceeded upon it almofi as fan as 

in dead water. At twelve we paffed an encampment of three fires, which 

was the only one we faw in the courfe of the day. The weather was the 

fame as yefierday. 

Monday 17' We proceeded at half paft three; and faw three fucceffive encamp~ents . 

. From the peculiar firuaure of the huts, we imagined that fome of the 

Red-Knife Indians had been in this part of the country, though it is not 

ufual for them to come this way. I had lall. night ordered the young 

Indians to precede us, for the purpofe of hunting, and at ten we over

took them. They had killed five young [wans; and the Englifh chief 

prefented us with an eagle, three cranes, a fmall beaver, and two geefe. 

We encamped at feven this e~ening on the fame fpot which had been 

our reiling-place on the 29th of June. 

Tuerday 13. At four this morning I equipped all the Indians for an hunting ex-

curfion, and fent them onward, as our flock of provifion was nearly ex

haufied. We followed at half pafi fix, and crofTed over to the North 

{hore, 
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fllore l where the land is low and fcarcely vifible in the horizon. It 

was ll'.;ar twelve when we arrived. I now got an oblervation, when it 

was 61. 33. North latitude. \Ve were near five miles to the North of 

the n~ain channel of the river. The frelli tracks and beds of buffaloes 

were very perceptible. Near this place a river flowed in from the Horn 

mountains which are at no great diftance. We landed at five in the 

'after1loon, and before the canoe was unloaded, the Englilli chief arrived 

with the tongue of a cow, or female buffalo, when four men and the 

Indians were difpatched for the flefh; but they did not return till it 

was dark, with five geefe. They informed me, that they had feen feveral 

human tracks in the [and on the oppofite ifland. The fine weather 

continued without interruption. 

log 
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The Indians were again fent forward in purfuit of game: and fome Wednef. 19, 

time being employed in gumming the canoe, we did not embark till half 

pan five, and at nine we landed to wait the return of the hunters. I 

here found the variation of the compafs to be about twenty degrees 

Eafi. 

The people made themfelves paddles and repaired the canoe. It is 

an extraordinary circumfiance for which I do not pretend to account, 

that there is forne peculiar quality in the water of this river, which cor

rodes wood, from the defiruaive effea it had on the paddles. The 

hunters arrived at a late hour without having feen any large animals~ 

Their booty confined only of three [wans and as many geele. The 

women were employed in gathering cranberries and crowberries, which 

were found in great abundance. 

We 
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1189. We embarked at four o'clock, and took the North fide of the channel, 
Augufl:. • 

L--v-.-J though the current was on that fide much {tronger, In order to take a 
Thurfday 20. • 

view of the river, which had been mentioned to me In our pafTage down-

wards, as flowing from the country of the Beaver India~s, and which 

fell in hereabouts. We could not, however, difcover it, and it is pro

bable that the account was referable to the river which we had paffed on 

Tuefday. The current was very {hong, and we crofTed over to an ifiand 

oppofite to us; here it was fiill more impetuous, and affumed the hurry 

of a rapid. We found an awl and a paddle on the fide of the water i 

the former we knew to belong to the Knifiineaux: I fuppofed it to be 

the chief Merde-d'ours and his party, who went to war Iafi lpring, and 

had taken this route on their return to Athabafca. Nor is it improba

ble that they may have been the caure that we faw fo few of the natives 

on the banks of this river. The weather was raw and cloudy, and formed 

a very unplearant contrafi to the warm, funny days which immediately 

preceded it. We took up our abode for the night at half pall feven, on 

the Northern {bore, where the adjacent country is both low and flat

The Indians killed five young fwans, and a beaver. There was ~n ap
pearance of rain. 

Friday 21. The weather was cold, with a firong Eafierly wind and frequent 

{bowers, fa that we were detained in our Ration. In the afternoon the 

Indians got on the track of a moofe-deer, but were not fo fortunate as 

to overtake it. 

Saturday 22. The wind veered round to the Wefiward, and continued to blow 

firong and cold. We, however, renewed our voyage, and, in three 

hours 
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hours reached the entrance of the Slave Lake, under half fail; with the 

paddle, it would have taken us at lean eight hours. The Indians did 

not arrive till four hours after us; but the wind was fo violent, that it 

was not expedient to venture into the lake; we therefore fet a net and 

encamped for the night. The women gathered large quantities of the 

fruit, already mentioned, called Pathagomenan, and cranberries, crow

berries, mooieberries, &c. The Indians killed two fwans and three geefe. 

111 
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The net produced but five fmall pike, and at five we embarked, and Sunday 23. 

entered the lake by the fame channel through which we had paffed from 

it. The South-Well fide would have been the {hortefi, but we were not 

certain of there being plenty of fi{h along the coaR, and we were fure 

of finding abundance of them in the courfe we preferred. Befides, 

I expeEted to find my people at the place where Ileft them, as they had 

received orders to remain there till the fall. 

We paddled a long way into a deep bay to get the wind, and having 

left our mail behind us, we landed to cut another. We then hoiRed fail 

and were driven on at a great rate. At twelve the wind and [well were 

augmented to fuch a degree, that our under yard broke, but luckily the 

mall thwart refined, till we had time to fanen down the yard with a 

pole, without lowering fail. We took in a large quantity of water, and 

had our mall given way, in all probability, we fhould have filled and 

funk. Our courfe continued to be very dangerous, along a flat lee

{hore, without being able to land till three in the afternoon. Two men 

were continually employed in bailing out the water which we took in 

on all fides. We fortunately doubled a point that fcreened us from the 

wind 
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wind and [well, and encamped for the night, in order to wait for our 

Indians. vVe then fet our nets, made a yard and mail, and gummed the 

canoe. On vifiting the nets, we found fix white filli, and two pike. 

The women gathered cranberries and crowberries in great plenty; and 

as the night came on the weather became more moderate. 

Our nets this morning produced fourteen white filli, ten pikes, and a 

couple of trouts. At five we embarked with a light breeze from the 

South, when we hoi Red fail, and proceeded nowly, as our Indians had not 

. come up with us. At eleven we went on {bore to prepare the kettle, and 

dry the nets; at one we were again on the water. At four in the after

noon we perceived a large canoe with a fail, and two fmall ones ahead j 

we foon came up with them, when they proved to be M. I.e Roux and an 

Indian, with his family, who were on an hunting party, and had been out 

twenty five days. It was his intention to have gone as far as the river, to 

leave a letter for me, to inform me of his fituation. He had feen no 

more Indians where I had left him; but had made a voyage to Lac la 

Marte, where he met eighteen fmall canoes of the Slave Indians, from 
l:) 

whom he obtained five packs of £kins, which were principally thofe of 

the marten. There were four Beaver Indians among them, who had 

bartered the greatefi part of the abovementioned articles with them, be

fore his arrival. They informed him that their relations had more 

fkins, but that they were afraid to venture with them, though they had 

been informed that people were to come with goods to barter for them. 

I-Ie gave there people a pair of ice chifels each, and other articles, and 

fent them away to conduCt their friends to the Slave Lake where he , 
was to remain during the fucceeding winter. 

Vle 
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We ret three nets and in a {hort time caught twenty fifh of different Aq89~ 
, UgUll. 

kinds. In the duCk of the evening the Englifh chief arrived with a moa L..-v --' 

pitiful account that he had like to have been drowned in trying to fol·low 

us; and that the other men had alfo a very narrow efcape. Their canoe, 

he raid, had broken on the fwell, at fome difrance from the {hore, but as 

it was flat, they had with his affiaance been able to fave themfelves. He 

added, that he left them lamenting, lea they fhould not overtake me, if 

I did not wait for them: he alfo expreffed his apprehenfions that they 

would not be able to repair their canoe. This evening I gave my men 

fome rum to cheer them after their fatigues. 

We rore this morning at a late hour, when we vifited the nets, which Tuefday 25. 

produced but few fifh: my people, indeed, partook of the {lores of 

M. Le Raux. At eleven the young Indians arrived, and reproached me 

for having left them fa far behind. They had killed two fwans, and 

brought me one of them. The wind was Southerly throughout the day, 

and too {hong for us to depart, as we were at the foot of a grand tra-

verfe. At noon I had an obfervation, which gave 61. 29. North lati-

tude. Such was the {late of the weather, that we could not vifit our 

nets. In the afternoon the fky darkened, and there was lightning, ac

companied with loud claps of thunder. The wind alfo veered round to 

the Wefiward, and blew an hurricane~ 

It rained throughout the night, and tiU eight in the morning, without Wednef.2b, 

any alteration in the wind. The Indians went on an hunting excudlon, 

but returned altogether without fuccers in the evening. One of them 

was fo unfortunate as to mifs a moofe-deer. In the afternoon there were 

heavy {bowers, with thunder, &c. 

Q We 
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1789' \Ve embarked before four, and hoified fail. At nine we landed to 
Augull-. 
\~ dre[s viRuals, and wait for M. Le Raux and the Indians. At eleven we 
TJ.'j~ld. :;-

proceeded with fine and calm weather. At four in the afternoon a light 

breeze [prang up to the Southward, to which we fpread our fail, and at 

half paa five in the afternoon went on {hare for the night. We then 

fet our nets. The Englilli chief and his people being quite exhaufieq 

with fatigue, he this morning expreffed his defire to remain behind, iQ 

order to proceed to the country of the Beaver Indians, engaging at. the 
fame time that he would return to Athabafca in the courfe of the winter. 

f:ddY :!8. It blew very hard throughout the night, and this morning, fo that we 

found it a bufine[s of fome difficulty to get to our nets; our trouble. 

however, was repaid by a confiderable quantity of white fifh, trout, &c. 

Towards the afternoon the wind increafed. Two of the men who had 

been gathering berries faw two moore-deer, with the tracks of bu~aloes 

and rein-deer. About fun-fet we heard two 010tS, aud faw a fire on the 

oppofite fide of the bay; we accordingly made a large fire alfo, that our, 

pofition might be determined. When we were all gone to bed, we heard 

the report of a gun very near us, and in a very fhort time the Englifh 

chief prefented himfelf drenched with wet, and in much apparent 

confufion informed me that the canoe with his companions was 

broken to pieces; and that they had loft their fowling pieces, and 

the flenl of a rein-deer, which they had killed this morning. They 

were, he raid, at a very {hart difiance from us; and at the fame time 

requefied that fire might be rent to them, as they were fiarving with 

cold. They and his women, however, foon joined us, and were" imme
diately accommodated with dry clothes. 

l rent 
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I rent the Indians on an hunting party, but they returned without fuc

cefs; and they exprelled their determination not to follow me any further, 

from their apprehenD on of being drowned. 

We embarked at one this morning, and took from the nets a large trout, 

and twenty white fiCh. At fun-rife a fmart aft breeze fprang up, which 

wafted us to M. Le Roux's houfe by two in the afternoon. It was late 

before he and our Indians arrived; when, according to a promife which 

I had made the latter, I gave thegt a plentiful equipment of iron ware, 

ammunition, tobacco, &c. as a recompence for the toil and inconveni

ence they had fufiained with me. 

I propofed to the Englifh chief to proceed to the country of the 

Beaver Indians, and bring them to difpofe of their peltries to IVI. Le 

Roux, whom I intended to leave there the enfuing winter. I-Ie had 

already engaged 4:0 be at Athabafca, in the month of March next, 

with plenty of furs. 

• 
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Saturday 29. 

Sunday 30. 

I fat up all night to make the neceffary arrangements for the embarka- MOllda~' 3'·' 

tion of this morning, and to prepare infiruRions for 1\1. Le Roux. We 

obtained fame provifions here, and parted from him at five, V'lith fine calm 

weather. It foon, however, became neceffary to land on a fmall ifland, to 

flop the leakage of the canoe, which had been occafioned by the fl10t of an 

arrow under the water mark, by fame Indian children. While this bunnefs 

was proceeding, we took the opportunity of drelling fome fiCh. At twelve 

the wind [prang up from the South-Eafi, which was in the teeth of our 

direction, fo that our progrefs was greatly Impeded. I had an obfervationJ 

Q2 which 
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1789- which gave 62. 15. North latitude. We landed at [even in the evening, 
September. 
L-v~ and pit(;hed our tents. 

Tuefday 1. 

WCdRCf. :l. 

We continued our voyage at five in the morning, the weather calm 

and fine, and pafTed the HIe a la Cache about twelve, but could not per

ceive the land, which was feen in our former paffage. On palling the 

Carreboeuf lfiands, at five in the afternoon, we faw land to the South by 

Weft, which we thought was the oppofite fide of the lake, firetching 

away to a great difiance. We landed at half pail fix in the evening, 

when there was thunder, and an appearance of change in the weather. 

It rained and blew hard the latter part of the night. At half pan five 

the rain fubfided, when we made a traverfe of twelve miles, and took in 

a good deal of water. At twelve it became calm, when I .had an 

obfervation, which gave 61. 36. North latitude. At three in the after

noon there was a night breeze from the Wefiward, wllich foon increafed, 

when we hoified fail, and took a traverfe of twenty-four miles for the 

point of the old Fort, where we arrived at feven and flopped for the 
• 

night. This traverfe {hortened our way three leagues; indeed we did 

not expea to have cleared the lake in fuch a fhort time. 

Thurrday 3. It blew with great violence throughout the night, and at four in the 

morning we embarked, when we did not make more than five miles in 

three hours without £lopping; notwithfianding we were {beltered from 

the fwell by a long bank. We now entered the [mall river, where 

the wind could have no effea upon us. There were frequent {bowers in 

the courfe of the day, and we encamped at fix in the evening. 

The 
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The morning was dark and cloudy, neverthelefs we embarked at five; 1789. 
September. 

but at ten it cleared up. We faw a few fowl, and at feven in the even- ~d 
Fn ay 4. 

ing went on !hore for the night. 

The weather continued to be cloudy. At five we proceeded, and at Saturday 5. 

eight it began to rain very hard. In about half an hour we put to 

{bore, and were detained for the remaining part of the day. 

It rained throughout the night, with a firong North wind. Numerous Sunday 6. 

flocks of wild fowl pafTed to the Southward: at fix in the afternoon, the 

rain, in fome meafure, fubfided, and we embarked, but it foon returned 

with renewed violence; we neverthelefs took the advantage of an aft 

wind, though it coft us a complete drenching. The hunters killed feven 

geefe, and we pitched our tents at half paft fix in the evening. 

We were on the water at five this morning, with an head-wind, ac- Monday,. 

companied by fucceffive {howers. At three in the afternoon we ran the 

canoe on a frump, and it filled with water before {he could be got to 

land. Two hours were employed in repairing her, and at feven in the 

\ evening we took our fration for the night. 

We renewed our voyage at half paft four in a thick mifi which lailed Tuefday 8. 

till nine, when it cleared away, and fine weather fucceeded. At three 

in the afternoon we came to the firfr carrying-place, Portage des Noyes, 

and encamped at the upper end of it to dry our clothes, fome of which 

were almofi rotten. 

\,Ve 
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We embarked at five in the morning, and our canoe was damaged 

on the mens' llioulders who were bearing it over the carrying-place, \ 

called Portage du Chetique. The guide repaired her, however, 

while the other men were employed in carrying the baggage. The 
canoe was gummed at the carrying-place, named the Portage de la Mon. 

tagne. After having pafTed the carrying places, we encamped at the 

Dog River, at half paft four in the afternoon, in a Hate of great fatigue. 

The canoe was again gummed, and paddles wer,e made to replace thofe 

that had been broken in afcending the rapids. A fwan was the only 

animal we killed throughout the day. 

'rfllJlklJv 10. There was rain and yiolent wind during the night:, in the morn· 

ing the former fubfided and the latter increafed~ At half pail five 

we continued our courfe with a North-Wefierly wind. At [even we 

hoi fled fail: in the forenoon there were frequent lliowers of rain 

and hail, and in the afternoon two lliowers of fnow; the wind was at 

'this time very {hong, and at fix in the evening we landed at a lodge 

of Knifleneaux, confining of three men and five women and children. 

They were on their return from war, and one of them was very fick: 

they feparated from the reft of their party in the enemy's country, from 

~brolute hunger. After this reparations they met with a family of the 

hofiile tribe, whom they deUroyed. They ,vere entirely ignorant of the 

fate of tl~eir friends, but imagined, that they had returned to the Peace 

River, or had perifhed for want of food. I gave Inedicine to the fick,* 
and 

* T' ' 
Ill.) man Lad conceived ~,n id(J, that the people with whom he had been at war, had thrown 

me~icine "t him, which had Cll_tfed his prefent complaint, and that he defpaired of recovery. The 
natives are [0 fuperftitioui, that this idea alone was fufEcir:nt to kill him. Of this weaknefs I took ad· 

vantage; 
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and a fmall portion of ammunition to the healthy; which, indeed, they q8g. 
September. 

very much wanted, as they had entirely lived for the laO: fix months on L_V_....J 

the produce of their bows and arrows. They appeared to ha\'c been 

great fufferers by their expedition. 

It froze hard during the nIght, and was very cold throughout the Friday i I. 

da~, with an appearance of fnow. \Ve embarked at half paO: four in 

the morning, and continued our courfe till fix in the evening, when 

we landed for the night at our encampment of the third of June. 

The weather was cloudy and alfo very cold. At eight we em· Saturday 12. 

barked with a North-Eafi wind, and entered the Lake of the Hills. 

About ten, the wind veered to the Wefiward, and was as fhong as we 

could bear it with the high fail, fo that we arrived at Chepewyan fort by 

three o'clock in the afternoon, where we found Mr. Macleod, with five 

men, bufily employed in building a new houfe. Here, then, we con-

cluded this voyage, which had occupied the confiderable fpace of one 

hundred and two days. 

vantage; and affured him, that if he would never more go to war with hch poor defenceleIs people, 

that I would cure him. To this propofition he readily cllllknted, and on my giving him medicine, 

which confified of Turlington's balfam, mixed in water, I dechrd. thlt it would lole its effect, if he 

was not fincere in the promife that he made InC. In {hort, he actually recove~ed, was true to his 

engagements, and on all occafions manifefied his gratitude to me. 
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JOURN AL 

OF A 

SECOND VOYAGE, &e. 

CHAPTER I. 

Leave Fort Chepewyan. Proceed to the Peace River. State of the Lakes. 

Arrive at Peace Point. The reafon oJIigned for its name. The weather 

c.old. Arrive at the Falls. DefcTiption of the count?y. Land at the 

Fort, called The Old Ejlablijlz771ent. The principal building deJlroyed by 
fire. Courje of the river. Arrive at another fort. Some account of the 
natives. Depart from thence. Couife oJ the ?'iver continued. It divides 
into two branches. Proceed along the principal one. Land at the place 

of our winter's ?'fjidence. Account if its circu17ljlances and inhabitants, 

&c. Pre}arations for ereElz'ng a [ort, &c. &c. Table of the weather. 

Broke the thermometer. Prqfl fits in. Difcriptlon of birdso 

H . t79!' 
A VING made every nece{[ary preparatIon, I left Fort Chepewyan, Otlober 10. 

to proceed up the Peace River. I had rerol ved to go as far as our moR "-.--J 

diftant fettlement, which would occupy the remaining part of the feafon, 

It it 
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it being the rou~c by wl:ich I propofed to attempt my next difcovery, 

acrofs the mount~i:ls from the fouree of that river; for whatever difiance 

I could reach this fall, would be a proportionate advancement of my 

voyage. 

In confequence of this defign, I left the e{1:ablifhment of Fort Chepe

wyan, in charge ofr..1r. Roderic I\1ackenzie, accompanied by two canoes 

laden v;ith the necefbry articles for trade: we accordingly fieered Weft 

for one of the branches that communicates with the Peace River, called 

the Pine River; at the entrance of which we waited for the other canoes, 

in order to take fome fupplir's from them, as I had reafon to apprehend 

they would not be L~ble to keep up with us. 'Ve entered the Peace 

River at feven in the morning of the 12th, taking a vVefierly courfe. 

It is evident, that all the land bdween it and the Lake of the Hills, 

as far as the Elk River, is formed by the quantity of earth and mud, 

which is carried down by the fireams of thofe two great rivers. In this 

fpace there are feveraI'Iakes. The lake, Clear vVater, which is the deepefr, 

Lake VafIieu, and the Athabafca Lake, which is the largefi of the three, 

and whofe denomination in the Kniflineaux language, implies, a flat 

Jow, fwampy country, fubjeR to inundations. The two lall lakes are 

now [0 {hallow, that, from the caufe jull mentioned, there is every 

reafon to expeCt, that in a few years, they will have exchanged their 

charaEler and become extenfive [oreHs. 

This country is fo level, that, at fame [eafons, it is entirely overfIowedt 

which accounts for the periodical influx and reflux of the waters between 

the Lake of the Hills and the Peace River. 

On 
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On the 13th at noon we came to the Peace Point; from which, ac- O~~~~r. 

cording to the report of my interpreter, the river derives its name; it L-v-~ 

was the fpot where the Knifieneaux and Beaver Indians fettled their dif-

pute; the' real name of the river a;d point being that of the land which 

was the objea of contention. 

When this country was formerly invaded by the Knifieneaux, they 

found the Beaver Indians inhabiting the land about Portage la Lache; 

and the adjoining tribe were thore whom they called {laves. They drove 

both thefe tribes before them; when the latter proceeded down the 

river from the Lake of the Hills, in confequence of which that part of 

it obtained the name of the Slave River. The former proceeded up the 

river; and when the Knifieneaux made peace with them, this place was 

fettled to be the boundary. 

We continued our voyage, and I did not find the current [0 firong in 

this river as I had been induced to beJieve, though this, perhaps, was 

not the period to form a correa notion of that circumfiance, as well as 

of the breadth, the water being very low; fa that the nrc am has not 

appeared to me to be in any part that I have feen, more than a quarter 

of a mile wide. 

The weather was cold and raw, [0 ~s to ren(\::r Ollr pl·o~~n .. f'i unpJea. 

rant; at the [arne time we did not relax in our expedition~ and, at three 

on the a,fternoon of the 17th \\·e arrived at the faIls., The river at this 

place is about four httndred yards broad, and the fall about t, .. 'cnty feet 

high: the firfi carrying place is eight hundred paces In length, and the 

R 2 laIl:, 
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lan, which is about a mile onwards, is romething more than two thirds of 

that difiance. Here we found feveral fires, from which circumfiance we 

concluded, that the canoes defiined for this quarter, which left the fort 

fome days before us, could not be far a-head. The weather continued 

to be very cold, and the fnow that fell during the night was feveral 

lnches deep. 

On the morning of the 18th, as [oon as we got out of the draught of the 
fall, the wind being at North-Eafi, and {hong in our favour, we haiRed 

fail, which carried us on at a confiderable rate againfi the current, and 

paffed the Loon River before twelve o'clock; from thence we [oon came 

along the Grande Ine, at the upper end of which we encamped for the 

night. It now froze very hard ~ indeed, it had fa much the appearance of 
winter, that I began to entertain fame alarm lell we might be flopped by 

the ice ~ we therefore fet off at three o'clock in the morning of the 19th, 

and about eight we landed at the Old Efiablifhment. 

The paffage to this place f;';,m Athabafca having been furveyed by 
M. Vandrieul, formerly in the Company's fervice, I did not think it ne

ceffary to give any particular attention to it; I {hall, however, juft ob
ferve, that the cour[e in general from the Lake of the Hills to the falls, 

is Wefierly, and as much to the North as the South of it, from thence 

it is about Weft-South-Weft to this fort. 

The country in general is low 

the falls, and with the exception 

grafs, it is clothed with wood. 

from our entrance of the river to 

of a few open parts covered with 

Where the banks are very low 
the 
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the foil is good, being compofed of the fediment of the river and C179 2 
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putrefied leaves and vegetables. Where they are more elevated, L.-y---J 

they difp!ay a face of yellowifh clay, mixed with fmall £lanes. On a 

line with the falls, and on either fide of the river, there are faid to be very 

extenfive plains, which afford pa£lure to numerous herds of buffaloes. 

Our people a-head {lept here la£l night, and, from their careleffnefs, the 

fire was communicated to and burned down, the large haufe, and was 

proceeding fa£l to the fmaller buildings when we arrived to extinguifh it. 

We continued our voyage, the courfe of the river being South-Wen. 

by Well one mile and a quarter, South by EaR one mile, South-Weft by 

South three miles, Well by South one mile, South-South-Wefi two 

miles, South four miles, South-Well feven miles and an half, South by 

Well one mile, North-North-'Vell two miles and an half, South five 

miles and a quarter, South-Well one mile and an half, North-Eall by 

EaR three miles and an half, and South-Ea£l by Eafi one mile. 

We overtook Mr. Finlay, with his canoes, who was encamped near-

the fort of which he was going to take the charge, during the enfuing 

winter, and made every necelfary preparative for a becoming appear

ance on our arrival the following morning. Although I had been fince 

the year 1787 in the Athabafca country, I had never yet feen a fingle 

native of that part of it which we had now reached. 

At fix o'clock in the morning of the 20th, we landed before the houfe 

amidll the rejoicing and firing of the people, who were animated with the 

profpeEt of again indulging themfel 'les in the luxury of rum" of which 

they 
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they had been deprived fince -the beginning of May; as it is a prac

tice throughout the North.\Vefi, neither to [ell or give any rum to 

the natives during the [ummer. There was at this time only one chief 

"\,;ith his people, the other two being hOl~rly expeaed with their bands; 

and on the 21fi and 22d they all arrl\'ed except the war chief and 

fifteen men. As they very Coon c~~pre!1~d their deore of the ex pea. 

ed regale, I called them together, to the number of forty-two hunters, 

or men capable of bearing arms, to offer rome advice, which would 

be equally advantageous to them and to us, and I fircngthened my 

admonition with a nine gallon cafk of reduced rum and a quantity of 

tobacco. At the fame time I obferved, that as I fllould not often vifit 

them, I had infianced a greater degree of liberality than they had been 

accufiomed to. 

The number of people belonging to this eflablifhment amounts to about 

three hundred, of which, oxty are hunters. Although they appear from 

their language to be of the [arne flock as the Chepewyans, they differ 

from them in appearance, manners, and cuftoms, as they have adopted 

thofe of their former enemies, the Knifleneaux: they [peak their lan

guage, as well as cut their hair, paint, and dre£s like them, and poffefs 

their immoderate fondnefs for liquor and tobacco. This de[cription, 

however, can be applied only to the men, as the women are lees 

adorned even than thore of the Chepewyan tribes. 'Ve c~uld not ob

[erve, without fome degree of furprize, the contrafi betWEen the neat and 

decent appearance of the men, and the nafline[s of the women. I am 

difpofed, however, to think that this circumfiance 1S generally owing to 

the extreme fubmiffion and abafement of the latter: for I obferved" that 

one 
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one of the chiefs allowed two of his wives more liberty and familiarity 

than were accorded to the others, as well as a more becoming exterior, 

and their appearance was proportionably pleafing. I filall, however, 

take a future opportunity to fpeak more at large on this fu~jea. 

There were frequent changes of the weather in the couffe of the 

day, and it froze rather hard in the night. The thickners of the ice in 

the morning was a fuHicient notice for me to proceed. I accordingly 

gave the nati\'es fuch good counrel as might influence their behaviour, 

communicated my direaions to Mr. Findlay for his future conduct, and 

took my leave under feveral vollies of mufl ... etry, on the morning ofthe 23d. 

I had already difpatched my loaded canoes two days before, with directions 

to continue their progrefs without waiting for me. Our courIe was South

South·Eafi one mile and an half, South three quarters: Eafl [even miles 

and an half, veering gradually to the WeH four miles and an half. 

South-Eafl by South three miles, South-Eafl: three miles and an half, 

Eafi-South-Eafl to Long Point three miles, South- \Veft one mile and 

a quarter, Eafl: by North four miles and three quarters, V\'eH three miles 

and an half, V/ efi-South-\ refl one mile, Eafl by South five miles and 

and an half, South three miles and three quarters, South-Eafi by South 

three miles, Eafi-South-Eafi three miles, Eafi-N orth-Eafl: one mile, W~len 

there was a river that flowed in on the right, Eafl two miles and an half, 

Eafi-South-Eaft half a mile, South-EaH by South {even miles and an 

half,_ South two miles, South-South-Eafi three miles and an half; in the 

coude of which we pafTed an ifland South by V\Tell, where a rivulet 

flowed in on the right, one mile, Eafl: one mile and an half, South five 

miles, South-Eafi by South four miles and an half, South-Y\~efl one 
°1 

nll~e 
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mile, South-Eall by Eall four miles and an half, Wefi-South-,\\relt half 

a mile, South-WeR fix miles and three quarters, South-Eafi by South one 

mile and an half, South one mile and an half, South-Eaft by South two 

miles, South-Well three quarters of a mile, South-EaR by South two 

miles and an half, Eall by South one mile and three quarters, South 

two miles, South-EaR one mile and an half, South-South-Eafi half a 

mile, Eall by South two miles and an half, North-EaR three miles, 

South-Weft by Well !hort dillance to the efiabli!hment of laft year, Eall

North-Eall four miles, South-South-Eaft one mile and three quarters, 

South half a mile, South-Eafi by South three quarters of a mile, North

Eafi by Eall one mile, South three miles, South-South-Eaft one mile 

and three quarters, South by EaH four miles and an half, South-Well 

three miles, South by Eafi two miles, South by Weft one mile and an 

half, South-Weft two miles, South by Well four miles and an half, 

South-vVell one mile and an half, and South by Eaft three miles. Here 

we arrived at the forks of the river; the Eaftern branch appearing to be 

not more than half the fize of the vVeftern one. We purfued the latter, 

in a courfe South-Weft by Well fix miles, and landed on the firll of 

November at the place which was defigned to be my winter refidence: 

indeed, the weather had been fa cold and difagr€eabIe, that I was more 

than once apprehenfive of our being flopped by the ice, and, after aU, 

it required the utmoft exertions of which my men were capable to pre. 

"ent it; fo that on their arrival they were quite exhaufied. Nor were 

their labours at an end, for there was not a fino-Ie hut to receive us: it 
b 

was, however, now in my power to feed and fufiain them in a more 

comfortable manner. -

We 
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We found two men here who had been fent forward lall fpring, for D 179b
2
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the purpofe of fquaring timber for the ereEtion of an houfe, and cut. l -., 

ting pallifades, &c. to furround it. With them was the principal chief 

of the place, and about feventy men, who had been anxioufly waiting 

for our arrival, and received us with every mark of fatisfaElion and re-

gard which they could exprefs. If we might judge from the quantity of 

powder that was waRed on our arrival, they certainly had not been in 

want of ammunition, at leaR during the fummer. 

The banks of the river, from the falls, are in general lofty, except at 

low woody points, accidentally formed in the manner I have already men

tioned: they alfo difplayed, in all their broken parts, a face of clay, inter

mixed with Rone; in fome places there likewife appeared a black mould. 

In the fummer of 1788, a fmall fpot was cleared at the Old Eflablifh

ment, which is fituated on a bank thirty feet above the level of the river, 

and was fown with turnips, carrots, and parfnips. The firft grew to a 

large fize, and the others thrived very well. An experiment was alfo 

made with potatoes and cabbages, the former of which were fuccefsful; 

but for want of care the latter failed. The next winter the perfon who 

had undertaken this cultivation, fuffered the potatoes, which had been col

leaed for feed, to catch the froft, and none had been {ince brought to 

this place. There is not the lean doubt but the foil would be very pro

duflive, if a proper attention was given to its preparation. In the fall of 

the year 1787, when I firfi arrived at Athabafca, Mr. Pond was 

fettled on the banks of the Elk River, where he remained for three years, 

and ha~ formed as fine a kitchen garden as I ever f.1.W in Canada. 

S In 

, 
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In addition to the wood which flourifhed below the fall, theie banks 

produce the cyprefs tree, arrow-wood, and the thorn. On ~ither fide of 

the river, though invifible from it, are extenfive plains, which abound in 

buffaloes, elks, wolves, foxes, and bears. At a conliderable diHance to 

the Wefiward, is an immenfe ridge of higl~ land or mountains, which take 

an oblique direElion from below the falls, and are inhabited by great 

numbers of deer, who are feldom difiurbed, but when the Indians go to 

hunt the beaver in thofe parts; and, being tired of the flefh of the latter, 

vary their food with that of the former. This ridge bears the name of 

the Deer _ Mountain. Oppofite to our prerent fituation, are beautiful 

meadows, with various animals grazing on them, and groves of poplars 

irregularly [cattered over them. 

My tent was no fooner pitched, than I fummoned the Indians toge

ther, and gave each of them about four inches of Brazil tobacco, a dram 

of fpirits, and lighted the pipe. As they had been very troublerome to 

my predeceffor, I informed them that I had heard of their mifconduEi, and 

was come among them to inquire into the truth of it. I added alfo that 

it would be an efiablifhed rule with me to treat them with kindnefs t 
if their behaviour fhould be fuch as to deferve it; but, at the fame time, 

that I fhould be equally fevere if they failed in thofe returns which I had 

a right to ex pea from them. I then prefented them with a quantity of 

rum, which I recommended to be ufed with difcretion; and added fome 

tobacco, as a token of peace. They, in return, made me the faireft 

promifes; and, having expreffed the pride they felt on beholding me in 

their country, took their leave. 

I noW 
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I now proceeded to examine my fituation; and it was with great 179
2
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fatisfaB:ion I obferved that the two men who had been fent hither fame ,--v.--J 

time before us, to cut and fquare timber for our future operations, had 

employed tlie intervening period with aElivity and £kill. They had 

formed a fuHicient quantity of pallifades of eighteen feet long, and feven 

inches in diameter, to inc10fe a fquare fpot of an hundred and tW'enty 

feet; they had alfo dug a ditch of three feet deep to receive them; and 

had prepared timber, planks, &c. for the ereaion of an houle. 

I was, however, fo much occupied in fettling matters with the Indians, 

and equipping them for their winter hunting, that I could not give my 

attention to any other objea, till the 7th, when I fet all hands at work to 

confiruCt the fort, build the houfe, and form fiore-houfes. On the pre

ceding day the river began to run with ice, which we call the Iafi of the 

navigation. On the 11th we had a South. Weft wind, with fnow. On 

the 16th the ice fiopped in the other fork, which was not above a league 

from us, acrofs the intervening ,neck of land. The water in this branch 

continued to flow till the 22d, when it was arrefied aHa by the froU, fo 

that we had a palfage acrofs the river, which would IaU to the latter end 

of the fucceeding April. This was a fortunate circumHance, as we de

pended for our fupport upon what the hunters could provide for us, and 

they had been prevented by the running of the ice from croffing the 

river. They' now, however, very {hortly procured us as much fre{h meat 

as we required, though it was for fome time a toilfome bufinefs to my 

people, for as there was not yet a fufficient quantity of fnow to run 

fledges, they were under the neceffity of loading themfel \'es with the 

f poils of the chafe. 

S 2 On 
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1792. On the 27th the froG: was fo [~vere that the axes of the workmen be-
December. 
___ ~",,...._J came almoG: as brittle as glafs. The weather was very various until the 

2d of December, when my Farenheit's thermometer was injured by an 

accident, which rendered it altogether ufelefs. The following table, 

therefore, from the 16th of November, to this unfortunate circum· 

fiance, is the only correa account of the weather which I can offer. 

'"0 ~ I~ ~: ~ ..: . • I. • I ..: '" ,: <t:: .... 
," 0 0 . Q) 0 0 u I~ 0 0 <1.1 ...c: r. ..c ...c: , 

~ '" ... :S Q) '"0 ... ~ 
~ Q) -0 ... .... ~ Q) -a 

I §:--- ;:l ;> c '" ::I 6 c '" '" 0 0 0 
Q) 0 0 Q) :: 0 :> 

~ 
~ '" ~ ~ ] ~ ~ 

,) _ 0 

~ ~ :r: '-' Lo ::c .0 :: ~ ~ ~ 
L ... '" 

,.; 

-- - - - - -- - - - -- - -- - - , 
179':'- I i ; 

Nov Ih 8t 10 12. 0 1 4 , 6 15 clowlv 
1] Rt 17 clear !12 20 clear i 6 23 ditt> 

r Strong wind. 

2 

18 (} 19 ESE 12 • 1 ESE I 6 14 ESE clear 
19 8 N\V 12 12 NW 6 9 NW, ditto 5 I I 

8..!. ditto ditto I 6 t 10 laftllight 1 below o. 20 2 4--1 12 14 - Iq,-cloudy, 
~ 

I 

"'3 1-, : 
21 19-1 12 25 -- 6 R.wlr {topped. 

~ I . 
22 CJ 'q_cloudy 12 ~9 - llmldv 6 l!.B' ·-cloudv lce drove, and water rifes. 

>;1 2 N. I clear 
• I 

'!,'~ 12 23 - dear 6 15 N·I ! Ice drove ag"in. '2 I 

4 /1 j - ditto 12 0 oNE. 6 1 :"J E. cloud \' 
I 

'~5 814 -I .1ltto 12 4 -. 6 2 -N.i clear -;nowed 1aft night 2 inches. 
~ ;1 qlO ! N. ditto 1, 2 N. 6 0 oit to 0 
~.., 8 2 - ditto 12 2- 6 1 S W~ ditto 1 

, 
8 8 16 1- ditto j:.) 3' - 6 7 S. ditto i Aft('r dark, over call. 

t 4 - cloudy ; 
1 Ditto, a little wind S. W. '!t ,:r 1 ~ 113 - 6 7- ditto 

.10 9 4 s. 1 ~ 

I :~ 
S. cloudy 5 16 s . cloudy 

Dcc. 1 4.} 10- 1 ~ s. E. 5 24 S.E. ditto Fell a inc.hes [now Ian night 
2 9 27 E. i 

In this fituation, removed from all thofe ready aids which add fo much 

to the comfort, and indeed is a principal charaaerifiic of civilized life, 

I was under the neceffity of employing my judgment and experience in 

acceffory circnrnfiances, by no means conneEled with the habits of my 
life, or the enterprife in whi<:h I was immediately engaged. I was noW 

among a people who had no knowledge whatever of remedial applica. 

don 
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tion to thore diforders and accidents to which man is liable in every part 1792 • 
December. 

of the globe, in the difiant wildernefs, as in the peopled city. Thev had l--v----l 

not the leafi acquaintance with that primitive medicine which confifls in 

an experience of the healing virtues of herbs and plants, and is frequently 

found among uncivilifed and lavage Iiations. This circumHance now 

obliged me to be their phyGcian and furgeon, as a woman with a fwelled 

breall, which had been lacerated with flint Hones for the cure of it, pre-

fented herfelf to my attention, and by c1eanlinefs, poullices, and healing 

falve, I fucceeded in producing a cure. One of thefe people alfo, who was 

at work in the woods, was attacked with a {"udden pain near the firH joint 

of his thumb, which difabled him from holding an axe. On examining 

his arm, I was aHonifhed to find j narrow red firipe, about half an inch 

wide, from his thumb to hIs (houlder; the pain was violent, and accom-

panied with chillinefs and fhivering. 1 his was a cafe that appeared to be 
~ \ 

beyond my fk1l1, but it was neceffary to do fomething towards relieving 

the mind of the patient, though I might be unfuccefsful in removing his 

complaint. 1 accordmgly prepared a kind of volatile liniment of rum 

and foap, with which I ordered his arm to be rubbed, but with little or 

no effect. He was in a raving fiate throughout the night, and the red 

firipe not only eflcreafed, but was al[o accompanied with the appear

ance of feveral blotches on his body, and pains in his Homach: the 

, propriety of taking [orne blood from him now occur~ed to me, and I ven

tured, from abfolute necefIity, to perform that operation for the firH timc~ 

and with an effeet that jufiified the treatment. The following night 

afforded him refi, and in a !hort time he regained his former health and 

aBivity. 
\ 

I was 
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I was very much furprifed on walking in the woods at fuch an incle. 

ment period of the year, to be faluted with the finging of birds, while 

they feemed by their vivacity to be aauated by the invigorating power 

of a more genial feafon. Of thefe birds the male was fomething lefs 

thari the robin; part of his body is of a delicate fawn colour, and his 

neck, breafi, and beIly, of a deep fcarIet; the wings are black, edged 

with fawn colour, and two white firipes running acrofs them; the tail is 

variegated, and the head crowned with a tuft. The female is fmaller 

than the male, and of a fawn colour throughout, except on the neck, 

which is enlivened by an hue of glaIry yellow. I have no doubt but 

they are confiant inhabitants of this climate, as well as fome other fmall 

birds which we raw, of a grey colour. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP T E R II. 

Removedfrom the tent to the houfe. Build habitations for the people. The 

harrYhips they.fulfer. Violent hurricane. SingulaT circurnjtances at

tending it. The commencement of the new year. An Indian curer) if a 

dangerous wound. State of the weather. Curious czVloms among the 

Indians, on the death of a relation. Account 0/ a quarrel. An Indian's 

reaflning on it. kIurder of one of the Indians. The calife if it. Some 

account orthe RocRY Mountain Indians. Cur£ous ci1'cumjlance njpeEling 

a woman in labour, &c. A difPute bet·ween two Indians, 1vhich aToft 

from gaming. An account of one of their games. Indian fupe?jlition. 

Mildnefs of the feafon. The Indzoans prepare fnow jlZOef. fJingular 

czljioms. Further account of their manners. The Jlavijlt fiate of the 

women. Appearance of fpring. Difpatch canoes 'with the trade to Fort 

Chepewyan. Make preparations for the voyage of diJcove1Y. 

135 

I THIS day removed from the tent into the houfe which had been Dec:~~:Q3< 
ereCl:ed for me, and fet all the men to begin the buildings intended for "-.t--I 

their own habitation. Materials fufficient to ereR a range of five houfes 

for them, of about [eventeen by twelve feet, were already colleBed. It 

would be confidered by the -inhabitants of a milder climate, as a great 

evil, to be expofed to the weather at this rigorous [eafon of the year, but 

there people are inured to it, and it is necelfary to defcribe in fome mea-
, 

lure 
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17(p. fure the hardfhips which they undergo without a murmur, in order to 
D"r"mber. 
'-v---J convey a general notion of them. 

The men who were now with me, left this place in the beginning of 

Ian. May, and went to the Rainy Lake in canoes, laden with packs of 

fur, which, from the immenfe length of the voyage, and other con· 

curring circumfiances, is a mon. fevere trial.of patience and per[everance: 

there they do not remain a fufficient time for ordinary repofe, when 

they take a load of goods in exchange, and proceed on their return, 

in a great meafure, day and night. They had been arrived near t~o 

months, and, all that time, had been continually engaged in very toiIfome 

labour, .with nothing more than a common {bed to protecl' them from 

the frofl: and [now. Such is the life which there people lead; and is 

continued with unremitting exertion, till their firengt~ is loR in prema

ture old age. 

The Canadians remarked, that the weather we had on the 25th, 26th, 

and 27th of this month, denoted fuch as we might expeCl in the three 

fucceeding months. On the 29th, the wind being at North-Eafi, and the 

weather calm and cloudy, a rumbling noile was heard in the air like dif

tant thunder, when the fky cleared away in the :South-Wefi; from 

'whence there blew a perfeCt. hurncane, which lafitd till eight. 

Soon after it commenced, the atmofphere became fo w~rm th~t it 

diffolved all the fnow on the ground; even the ice was covered with 

water, and had the fame appearance as when it is breaking up in 

the fpring. From eight to nine the weather became calm, but imme

diately after a wind arofe from the ~orth-Eafl: with equal violence, 

with 
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with clouds, rain, and hail, which continued throubO"hout the night and D 1792

be
• 

ecem r. 

till the evening of the next day, when it turned to fnow. One of the "--~ 

people who wintered at Fort Dauphin in the year 1780, when the fmall-

pox firH appeared there, informed me, that the weather there was of a 

fimilar defcription .. 

1793-
On the fira day of January, my people, in conformity to the ufual January .. 

cufiom, awoke me at the break of day with the difcharge of fire-arms, 

with which they congratulated the appearance of the new year. In re-

turn, they were treated with plenty of fpirits, and when there is any 

flour, cakes are always added to their regales, which was the cafe on 

the prefent occafion. 

On my arrival here Ian faU, I found that one of the young Indians 

had loft the ufe of his right hand by the burfiing of a gun, and that his 

thumb had been maimed in fuch a manner as to hang only by a fmall 

{hip of fleCh. Indeed, when he waS brought to me, his wound was in 

fuch an ·offenfive £late, and emitted fuch a putrid [mell, that it required 

all the refolution I poffelfed to examine it. His friends had done every 

thing in their power to relieve him; but as it confified only in finging 

about him, and blowing upon his hand, the wound, as may be well ima

gi_ned, had got into the deplorable Rate in which I found it. I was 

rather alarmed at the difficulty of the cafe, but as the young man's life 

was in a £late of hazard, I was determined to rilk my Iurgical reputation, 

and accordingly took him under my care. I immediately formed a 

poultice of bark, fhipped from the roots of the fpruce-fir, which I 

applied to the wound, having firfi wafhed it with the juice of the 

T bark: 



1793' 
January. 

L-V_-.J 

JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE THROUGH THE 

bark: this proved a very painful dreffing: in a few days, however, the 

wound was clean, and the proud flefh around it deflroyed. , I wifhed 

very much in this {late of the bufinefs to have feparated the thumb from 

the hand which I well knew mufi be effeaed before the cure could be , 
performed; but he would not con{ent to that operation, till, by the ap

plication of vitriol, the fleOl by which the thumb was fufpended, was 

fhrivelled almofl to a thread. When I had fucceeded in this objeCl, I 

perceived that the wound was clofing rather fafler than I defired. The· 

falve I applied on the occafion was made of the Canadian balfam, wax, 

and tallow dropped from a burning candle into water. In {hort, I was 

fo fuccefsful, that about Chrifimas my patient engaged in an hunting 

party, and brought me the tongue of an elk: nor was he finally un

grateful. When he left me I received the warmefi acknowledgments, both 

from himfelf~ and the relations with whom he departed, for my care of 

him. I certainly did not fpare my time or attention on the occafion, as 

I regularly dreffed his wound three times a day, during the courre of a 

month. 

On the 5th in the morning the weather was calm, clear, and very cold; 

the wind blew from the South-Wefl, and in the courfe of the afternoon 

it began to thaw. I had already obferved at Athabafca, that this wind 

never failed to brinoa' us clear mild weather whereas when it blew from , , 
the oppofite quarter, it produced [now. Here it is much more per

ceptible, for if it blows hard South-Wefi for four hours, a thaw is the 

confequence, and if the wind is at North-Eafi it brings fleet and fnow 

To this caufe it may be attributed, that there is now fo little fnow in 

this part of the world. There warm winds come off the Pacific Ocean, 

which 
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which cannot, in a direa line, be very faT from us; the difiance being 

fo {bort, that though they p:\[-; over mountains covered with [now, there '--v-.J 

is not time for them to cool. 

There being feveral of the natives at the houfe at this time, one of 

them, who had received an account of the death of his father, proceeded 

in filenc~ to his lodge, and began to fire off his gun. As it was night, 

and fuch a noife being fo uncommon at fuch an houf, efpecially when 

it was fo often repeated, I rent my interpreter to inquire into the caufe 

of it, when he was informed by the man himrelf, that this was a common 

cuHom with them on the death of a near relation, and was a warning to 

their friends not to approach, or intrude upon them, as they were, in 

confequence of their lofs, become care1ers of life. The chief, to whom 

the decealed perfon was alfo related, appeared with his war-cap on his 

head, which is only worn on thefe folemn occafions, or when preparing 

for battle, and confirmed to me this fingular cunom of firing guns, in 

order to exprefs their grief for the death of relations and friends. * The 

women alone indulge in tears on fuch occafions; the men conGdering it 

as a mark of puGlIanimity and a want of fortitude to betray any per

fonaI tokens of fenfibility or forrow. 

The Indians informed me, that they had been to hunt at a large lake, 

called by ·the Knilleneaux, the Slave Lake, which derived its name from 

that of its original inhabitants, who were called Slaves. They repre-

• When they are drinking together, they frequently pre[ent their guns to each other, when any of 

the parties have not other means of procuring rum. On fuch an occafion they always difchlrge 

their pieces, as a proof, I imagine, of their being in good order, and to determine the quantity of 

liquor the may propo[e to get in exchange for them. 

T 2 fented 
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fented it as a large body of water, and that it lies about one hund;ed 

and twenty miles due Eafi from this place. It is well known to the 

Knifieneaux, who are among the inhabitants of the plains on the banks 

of the Safkatchiwine river; for formerly~ when they ufed to come to 

make war in this country, they came in their canoes to that lake, and 

left them there; from thence there is a beaten path all the way to the 

Fork, or EaR branch of this river, which was their war-road. 

January 10. Among the people who were now here, there were two Rocky Moun-

tain Indians, who declared, that the people to whom we had given that 

denomination, are by no means entitled to it, and that their country has 

ever been in the vicinity of our prefent fituation. They faid, in fupport 

of their affertion, that thefe people were entirely ignorant of thofe parts 

which are adjacent to the mountain, as well as the navigation of the 

fiyer; that the Beaver Indians had greatly encroached upon them, and 

would foon force them to retire to the foot of thefe mountains. They 

reprefented themfelves as the only real natives of that country then 

with me: and added, that the country, and that part of the river that 

intervenes between this place and the mountains, bear much the fame 

appearance as that around us; that the former abounds with animals, 

but that the courie of the latter is interrupted, near, and in the moun

tains, by fucceffive rapids and confiderable falls. There men alfo in

formed me, that there is another great river towards the mid-day fun, 

whore current runs in that direElion" and that the difiance from it is not 
great acrors the mountains. 

The natives brought me plenty of furs. The fmall quantity of 

[now" at this timel was particularly favourable for hunting the beaver, as 

from 
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from this circumfiance, thofe animals could, with the greater facility, be 

traced from their lodges to their lurking-places. 

On the 12th the hunter arri\'cd, having left his mother-in-law, who 

was lately become a widow with three [mall children, and in aCtual la

bour of a fourth. Her daughter related this circumfiance to the women 

here, without the lean appearance of concern, though {he reprefented 

her as in a nate of great danger, which probably might proceed from 

her being abandoned in this unnatural manner. At the fame time with

out any apparent confcioufnefs of her own barbarous negligence; if the 

poor abandoned woman !bould die, {be would moil probably lament her 

with great outcries, and, perhaps, cut off one or two joints of her fingers 

as tokens of her grief. The Indians, indeed, confider the {late of a 

woman in labour as among the moil trifling occurrences of corporal 

pain to which human nature is fubjeB:, and they may be, in fome mea

fure, jufl:ified in this apparent infenfibility from the circumfl:ances of that 

fituation among themfelves. It is by no means uncommon in the hally 

removal of their camps from one polition to another, for a woman to 

be taken in labour, to deliver herfelf in her way, without any affifiance 

or notice from her affociates in the journey, and to overtake them before 

they complete the arrangements of their evening ilation, with her new

born babe on her back. 

I was this morning threatened with a very unpleafant event, which, 

however, I was fortunately enabled to control. Two young Indians 

being engaged in one of their games, a difpute enfued, which rofe to 

ruch an height, that they drew their knives, and if I had not happened 

to 

1793· 
January. 
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to have appeared, they ,vould, I doubt not, haye employed them to 

very bloou y purpofes. So violent was their r2.ge, that after I had turned 

them both out of the houfe, and fevere1y reprimanded them, they fiood 

in the fort for at leaR half an hour, lookillg at each other with a moil 

vindiClive afpeCl, and in fullen filence. 

The game which produced this Hate of bitter cllmity, is called that 

of the Platter, from a principal article of it. The Indians play at it 

in the following manner. 

The infiruments of it conGR of a platter, or difh, made of wood or 

bark, and fix round, or fquare, but flett pieces of metal, wood, or fione, 

whore fides or furfaces are of different colours. There are put into the 

difh, and after being for fame time fllaken together, are thrown into 

the air, and received again in the diil1 with confiderable dexterity; 

when, by the number that are turned up of the fame mark or colour, 

the game is regulated. If there lliould be equal numbers, the throw is 

not reckoned; if two or four, the platter changes hands. 

On the 13th, one of thefe people came to me, and prefented in himfelf 

a curious example of Indian fuperfiition. He requefied me to furnifh 

him with a remedy that might be applied to the joints of his legs and 

thighs, of which he had, in a great meafure loU the ufe for five winters. 

This affiiaion he attributed to his cruelty about that time, when hav

ing found a wolf with two whelps in an old Beaver lodge, he fet fire 

to it and confumed them. 

The 
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The'-winter had been fo mild, that the fwans had but lately left us, and 1793· 
January. 

at this advanced period there was very little fnow on the ground: it was, "--v-...) 

however, at this time a foot and a half in depth, in the environs of the 

efiablifhment below this, which is at the difiance of about feventy 

leagues. 

On the 28th the Indians were now employed in making their fnow~ 

filoes, as the fnow had not hitherto fallen in fufficient quantity to render 

them necelfary. 

The weather now became very cold, and it froze fo hard in the night february 20 

that my watch Hopped; a circumHance that had never happened to this 

watch fince my refidence in the country. 

There was a lodge of Indians here, who were abfolutely fiarving with 

cold and hunger. They had lately loil: a near relation, and had, accord. 

ing to cuil:om, thrown away every thing belonging to them, and even 

exchanged the few articles of raiment which they polfefr~d, in order, as I 

prefume, to get rid of every thing that may bring the deceafed to their re

membrance. They alfo dearoy every thing belonging to any deceafed 

perfon, except what they confign to the grave with the late owner of 

them. Vole had fome difficulty to make them comprehend that the debts 

of a man who dies {bould be difcharged, if he left any furs behind him: 

but thore who underfiand this principle of j ufiice, and profef~ to ldhere 

to it, never fail to prevent the appearance of any {kin" beyonLt fuch as 

may be necelfary to fatisfy the debts of their dead relation. 

On the 8th I had an obfervation for the longitude. In the courfe of 

this 



144 JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE THROUGH THE 

1 i93' this day one of my men, who had been fome time with the Indian'S, came 
February. . . 
'---v-.-J to inforril me that one of them had threatened to nab hIm; and on hIS pre .. 

ferring a complaint to the man with whom he now lived, and to whom 

I had given him in charge, he replied, that he had been very impru

dent to play and quarrel with the young Indians out of his lodge, where 

no one would dare to come and quarrel with him; but that if he had 

10ft his life where he had been, it would have been the confequence of 

his own folly. Thus, even among thefe children of nature, it appears 

that a man's houfe is his cafile, where the proteCtion of hofpitality is 

rigidly maintained. 

The hard froft which had prevailed from the beginning of February 

continued to the 16th of March, when the wind blowing from the South

Weft, the weather became mild. 

On the 22d a wolf was fo bold as to venture among the Indian 

lodges, and was very near carrying off a child. 

I had another obfervation of Jupiter and his fatellites for the longi. 

tude. On the 13th fome geefe were feen, and there birds are always can· 

fidered as the harbingers of fpring. On the 1 fi of Aprirmy hunters {hot 

five of them. This was a much earlier period than I ever remember to 

ha\'e obrerved the vifits of wild fowl in this part of the world. The 

weather had been mild for the laIl fortnight, and there was a promife of 

its continuance. On the 5th the fnow had entire1y difappeared. 

At half pan four this morning I was awakened to be informed that 

an Indian had been killed. I accordingly hanened to the camp, where 

I found 
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I found two women employed in rolling up the dead body of a man, Fe~:~a3r·," 

called the 'Vhite Partridge, in a beaver robe, which I had lent him. He ~ 

had received four mortal wounds from a dagger, two within the collar-

bone, one in the left breaU, and another in the fmall of the back, with two 

cuts acrofs his head. The murderer, who had been my hunter t:~rough-

out the winter, had fled; and it was pretended that feveral relations 

of the deceafed were gone in purfuit of him. The hifiory of this un

fortunate event is as follows:-

There two men had been comrades for four years; the murderer had 

three wives; and the young man who was killed, becoming enamoured 

of one of them, the hufband confented to yield her to him, with the 

relerved power of claiming her as his property, when it fhould be his 

pleafure. This conneaion was uninterrupted for near three years, when, 

whimfical as it may appear, the hufband became jealous, and the public 

amour was fufpended. The parties, however, made their private afIig

nations, which caufed the woman to be fo ill treated by her hufband, that 

the paramour was determined to take her away by force; and this project 

ended in his death. This is a very common praElice among the Indians, 

and generally terminates in very ferious and fatal quarrels. In confequence 

of this event all the Indians went away in great apparent hurry and con

fufion, and in the evening not one of them was to be feen about the fort. 

The Beaver and Rocky Mountain Indians, who traded 'rith us in this 

river, did not exceed an hundred and fifty men, capable of bearing 

arms; two thirds of whom call themfelves Beaver Indians. The latter 

differ only from the former, as they have, more or Iefs.l imbibed the cuf-

U toms 
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toms and manners of the Knifieneaux. As I have already obferved~ 

, they are pallionatel y fond of liquor, and in the moments of their fefi:i

vity will barter any thing they have in their poIfeflion for it .. 

Though the Beaver Indians made their peace with the Knifieneaux,. 

at Peace Point, as already mentioned, yet they did not fecure a flate oL 
amity from others of tLe {arne nation, who had driven away t-he natives 

of the Safkatchiwine and MifIinipy Rivers, and joined at the head water of 

the latter, called the Beaver River: from thence they proceeded Well by 

the Slave Lake jufl defcribed, on their war excur,fions, which they often 

repeated, even till the Beaver Indians had procured arms, which was in 

the year 1782. If it fo happened that they miffed them, they proceeded 

Wefiward till they were certain of wreaking their vengeance on thofe 

of the Rocky Mountain, who being without arms, became an eary prey 

to their blind and favage fury. All the European articles they pof

ferred, previous to the year 1780, were obtained from the Knifieneaux 

and Chepewyans, who brought them from Fort Churchill, and for which 

they were made to pay an extravagant price. 

As late as the year 1786, when the fidl traders from Canada arrived on 

the banks of this river, the natives employed bows and fnares, but at 

pre[ent very litde ufe is made of the former, and the latter are no longer 

known. They {lill entertain a great dread of their natural enemies, but 

they are {lnce become [0 well armed, that the others now call them their 

allies. The men are in general of a comely appearance, and fond of per· 

fonal decoration. The women are of a contrary difpofition, and the {laves 

of the men: in common with all the Indian tribes polygamy is allowed 

among 
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among them. They are very fubjeR to jealoury, and fatal confe.. lfCP· 
~ldllh. 

quences frequently refult from the indulgence of that paffion. But not- '--v~ 

withfianding the vigilance and feverity which is exercifed by the hur .. 

band, it feldom happens that a woman is without her favourite, '\\'ho, 

in the abfence of the hufband, exacts the fame fubmiffion, and praRifes 

the fame tyranny. And fo premature is the tender pamon, that it is 

fometimes known to invigorate fo early a period of life as the age of 

eleven or tv;el ve years. The women are not very prolific; a circum-

fiance which may be attributed, in a great meafure, to the hardillips that 

they fuffer, for except a few fmall dogs, they alone perform that labour 

which is allotted to beans of burt hen in other countries. It is not uncom~ 

1110n, while the men carry nothing but a gun, that their wives and daugh-

ters follow with fuch weighty burdens, that if they lay them down they 

cannot replace them, and that is a kindnefs which the men will not deign 

to perform; fo that during their journeys they are frequently obliged to 

lean againfl a tree for a fmall portion of temporary relief. Y'lhen they 

arrive at the place which their tyrants have chofen for their encamp-

Inent1 they arrange the whole in a few minutes, by forming a curve of 

poles, meeting at the top, and expanding into circles of tweI ve or fifteen 

feet diameter at the bottom, covered with dreffed {kins of the moore 

fewed together. During thefe preparations, the men fit down quietly to 

the enjoyment of their pipes, if they happen to have any tobacco. But 

notwithfianding this abjeR {late of {lavery and fubmiffion, the women 

have a confiderable influence on the opinion of the men in every thing 

except their own domefiic fituation. 

Thefe Indians are excellent hunters, and their exercife in that capacity 
. 

U 2 IS 
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is fo violent as to reduce them in general to a very meagre appearance. 

Their religion is of a very contraEled nature, and I never witneffed any 

ceremony of devotion which they had not borrowed from the Knifie

neaux, their fcans and faUs being in imitation of that people. They are 

more vicious and warlike than the Chcpewyans, from whence they fprang, 

though they do not pofTefs their felfifhnefs, for while they have the means 

of purchafing their neceffarics, they are liberal and generous, but when 

thofe are exhaufied they become erran~ beggars: they are, however, re

markable for their honefly, for in the whole tribe there were only two 

women and a man who had been known to have fwerved from that virtue, 

and they were confidered as o~jeas of difregard and reprobation. They 

are affiiRed with but few difeafes, and their only remedies confift in 

binding the temples, procuring perfpiration, finging, and blowing on the 

fick perron, or affeB:ed part. \Vhen death overtakes any of them, their 

property, as I have before obferved, is facrificed and defiroyed; nor is 

there any failure of lamentation or lllourning on fuch oecaiion: they 

who are morc nearly related to the departed perfon, black their faces, 

and fometimes cut off their hair; they alfo pierce their arms with 

knives and arrows. The grief of the females is carried to a frill 

greater excrfs; they not only cut their hair, and cry and howl, but 

they will fomctimes, with the utmon: deliberation, employ forne {harp 

infhument to feparate the nail from the finger, and then force back 

the flelli beyond the firfi joint, whieh they imlnediately amputate. 

But this extraordinary m2.rk of afHiaion is only difplayed on the 

death of a favourite fon, an hufband, or a father. Many of the old 

women have fo often repeated this ceremony, that they have not a com

plete finger remaining on either hand. The women renew their lamen-

, taUOOS 
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tations at the graves of their departed relatives for a long fucceffion of 

years. They appear, in common with all the Indian tribes, to be very 

fond of their children, but they are as carelefs in their mode of fwadling 

them in their infant Hate, as they are of their own drefs: the child is 

laid down on a board, of about two feet long, covereu with a bed of 

mofs, to which it is failened by bandages, the mo[s being changed ~s 

often as the occauon requires. The chief of the nation had no Ids than 

nine wives, and children in proportion. 

vVhen traders firfl: appeared among there people, the Canadians were 

treated with the utmofi hofpitality and attention; but they h<1\'(', by 

their fubfequent condua, taught the natives to withdraw that refpea 

from them, and fometimes to treat them with indignity. They differ 

very much from the Chepewyans and Knifleneaux, in the abhorrence 

they profers of any carnal communication between their women and the 

white people. They carry their love of gaming to exce[s; they will 

purfue it for a fucceffion of days and nights, and no apprehenuon of 

ruin, nor influence of domefiic affecrion, will refirain them from the 

indulgence of it. They are a quick, lively, acrive people, with a keen, 

penetrating, dark eye; and though they are very fufceptible of anger, 

are as eauly appeafed. The males eradicate their beards, and the females 

their hair in every part, except their heads, where it is fhong and black, 

and without a curl. There are many old men among them, but they are 

in general ignorant of the fpace in which they have been inhabitants of 

the earth, though one of them told me that he recolleCled fixty winters. 

An Indian in. fome meafure explained his age to me, by relating that 

he 

149 

170.3· 
fIL'rc:i1. 

'-_y-.J 



179.3· 
April. 

L-_y _--' 

JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE TI-IROUGH TfIE 

he remembered the oppofite hills and plains, now interfperfed with 

groves of poplars, when they were covered with mofs, and without any 

animal inhabitant but the rein-deer. By degrees, he faid, the face of 

the country changed to its preknt appearance, when the elk came from 

the Eafi, and was followed by the buffalo; the rein-deer then retired to 

the long range of high lands that, at a confiderable difiance, run parallel 

with this river. 

On the 20th of April I had an obfervation of ] upiter and his fatellites, 

for the longitude, and we were now vifited by our fummer companions 

the gnats and morquitoes. On the other fIde of the river, which was yet 

covered with ice, the plains were delightful; the trees were budding, and 

many plants in bloffom. Mr. Mackay brought me a bunch of flowers 

of a pink colour, and a yellow button, encircled with fix leaves of a light 

purple. The change in the appearance of nature was as fudden as it was 

pleafing, for a few days only were paffed away fin-ce the ground was 

covered with !il0W. On the 25th the river was cleared of the ice. 

I now found that the death of the man called the White Partridge, had 

deranged all the plans which I had fettled with the Indians for the [pring 

hunting. They had affembled at fome difiance from the fort, and fent 

an embaffy to me, to demand rum to drink, that they might have an 

opportunity of crying for their deceafed brother. It would be con .. 

fidered as an extreme degradation in an Indian to weep when fober, but 

a fiate of intoxication fanaions all irregularities. On my refufal, they 

threatened to go to war, which, from motives of interefi as well as 

humanity, we did our utmofi to difcourage; and as a fecond melfage 

was 
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was brought by per[ons of [orne weight among thefe people, and on ~~;;:: 

whom I could depend, I thought it prudent to comply with the demand, L..-v"--' 
on an expre[s condition" that they would continue peaceably at 

home. 

The month of April being now pafi, in the early part of which I ·was 

moR bufily employed in trading with the Indians, I ordered our old 

canoes to be repaired with bark, and added four new ones to them, 

when with the furs and provifions I had purchaled, fix canoes were 

loaded and difpatched on the 8th of May for Fort Chepewyan. I had, 

however, retained fix of the men who agreed to accompany me on my 

projeaed voyage of di[covery. I alfo engaged my hunters, and elofed 

the bufine[s of the year for the company by writing my public and pri

vate difpatches .. 

Having afcertained, by various obfervations, the latitude of this place 

to be 56. 9. North, and longitude 117. 35. 15' V/ efi :-on the 9th day 

of May, I found, that my aerometer was one hour forty-fix minutes 

flow to apparent time; the mean going of it I had found to be twenty

two [eeonds flow in twenty-four hours. Having fettled this point, the 

~anoe was put into the water: her dimenfions were twenty-fi,,'e feet long 

within, exclufive of the curves of fiem and fiern, twenty-fix inches hold, 

and four feet nine inches beam. At the fame time !he ,vas fo light, that 

two men could carry her on a good road three or four miles without 

refiing. In this {lender veffel, we fbi pped provifions, goods for prefents, 

arms, ammunition, and baggage, to the weight of three thoufand pounds, 

and an equipage often people; viz. Alexander Mackay, Jofeph Landry, 

Charles 
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Charles, Ducette,* Franfois Beaulieux, Baptifi Bitron, Fran~ois Courtois, 

and Jacques Beauchamp, with two Indians as hunters and interpreters. 

One of them, when a boy, was ufed to be fo idle, that he obtained the 

reputable naOle of Cancre, which he !lill po{[effes. With there pe~fons 

I embarked at feven in the evening. My winter interpreter, with another 

perfon, whom I left here to take care of the fort, and fupply the natives 

with ammunition during the fummer, {bed tears on the refleaion of 

thofe dangers which we might encounter in our expedition, while my own 

people offered up their prayers that we might return in fafety from it. 

• Jofeph Landry and Charles Dllcette were with me in my former voyage. 

CHAP. , 
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CHAPTER III. 

Proceed- on tlie voyage of diftovery. Beautiful fienery, The canoe too 

heavily laden. The country in a fiate if combujtion. Meet with an /zunt-' 

ing par!)'. Slate '!f the river, Bc. Meet with Indians. See the tracR.s 

if bears, and one of their dens. Sentiment of an Indian. JunCtion 

of the Bear River. Appearance qf the country. State of the river. 

Obftrve a fall" 0/ timber. Abltndance of animals. See fame bears. 

Come infight of tl];e rocky mountains. The canoe receives an injury and 

is 'repaired. Navigation dangerous. Rapids and falls. SuccdJion if 
dijf/,Culties and. dangers-, 

1793· 
May. 

WE began our voyage with a courre South by vVeH againfi a ~ 
{lrong current one mile and three quarters, South-VVell by South one 

mile, and landed before eight on an iHand for the night. 

-The weather was clear and pJeafant, though there was a keennefs in Friday 10, 

the air; and at a quarter pail three in the morning we continued our 

voyage, lleering South-"r eft three quarters of a mile, South-"Ven by 

South one mile and a quarter, South three quarters of a mile, South-

Well by Sou.th one quarter of a mile, South- \Vefl by "'Tefl one mile~ 

South-"Vefi by South three miles, South by "Yr en three quarters of a 

x mile, 
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mile, and South-vYefl one mile. The canoe being Grained from its having 

been very heavily laden, became fo leaky, that we were obliged to land, 

unload, and gum it. As this circumUance took place about twelve, I had 

an opportunity of taking an altitude, which made our latitude 55· 58. 48. 

When the canoe was repaired '~le continued our CDUrIe, fleering South

vVefi by vVeLl on.e mile and an half, when I had the misfortune to drop 

my pocket-compars into the water; \N efi half a mile, Wefl-South-Weft 

four miles and an half. Here, the banks are fleep and hilly, and in fome 

parts undermined by the river. \Vhere the earth has given way, the face 

of the cliffs difcovers numerous Hrata, conoiling of reddifh earth and 

[mall fiones, bitumen, and a greyiill earth, below which, near the water· 

edge, is a red fione. Water iflues from moil of the banks, and the ground 

on which it fpreads is covered with a thin white [curf, or particles of 

a faline fubfiance: there are feveral of there faIt fprings. At half paft 

fix in the afternoon the young men landed, when they killed an elk 

and wounded a buffalo. In this fp. t we formed our encampment for 

the night. 

From the place which we quitted this morning, the Weft fide of the 
river difplayed a fucceffion of the moa beautiful fcenery I had ever be .. 

held. The ground rifes at intervals to a confiderable height, and firetch· 

ing inwards to a confiderable diHance: at every interval or paufe in the 

rife, there is a very gently-afcending fpace or lawn, which is alternate 

with abrupt precipices to the fummit of the whole, Of, at leafi as far as 

the eye could difiinguifh. This magnificent theatre of nature has all 
.llie decorations. which the trees and animals of the country can afford it: 

groves 
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groves of poplars in every fhape vary the fcene; and their intervals are IJ~~: 

. enlivened with vall herds of elks and buffaloes: the former choofing the '-t--I 

fleeps and uplands, and the latter preferring the plains. At this time 

the buffaloes were attended with their young ones who were friil{ing 

ahout them; and it appeared that the elks would foon exhibit the fame 

enlivening circumflance. Tbe whole country difplayeu an exuberant 

verdure; the trees that bear a bloffom were advancing faft to that de-

lightful appearance, and the velvet rind of their branches refleHing the 

oblique rays of a rifing or fetting fun, added a fplendid gaiety to the 

fcene, which no expreffions of mine are qualified to defcribe. The 

Eall fide of the river confifis of a range of high land covered with the 

white fpruce and the foft birch, while the banks abound with the alder 

and the willow. The water continued to rife, and the current being 

proportionably flrong, we made a greater ufe of fetting poles than 

paddles. 

The weather was overcan. With a {hong wind a-head, we embarked S3turday 11 > 

at four in the morning, and left all the freCh meat behind us, but the 

portion which had been afIigned to the kettle; the canoe being already 

too heavily laden. Our courfe was Wefi-South-Wefl one mile, where 

a fmall river flowed in from the Eafi, named Quffcatina Sepy, or River 

with the High Banks; "\Vefl half a mile, South half a mile, South-Vl eft 

by Weft three quarters of a mile, Well one mile and a quarter, South-

Well: a quarter of a mile, South-South-"\" eft half a mile, and "Veil by 

South a mile and an half. Here I took a meridian altitude, which gave 

55. 56. 3· North latitude. Vie then proceeded Wen three miles and an 

half, WeH-South-Wen, where the whole plain was on fire, one mile, 

X2 \Ve!1 
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\Vefi one mile, and the wind fo {hong a-head, that it occafioned the canoe 

to take in 'water, and otherwife impeded our progrefs. Here we landed 

to take time, with the mean of three altitudes, which made the watch 

now, 1. 42. 10. apparent time. 

V/e now proceeded V/ efl-South-"\Vefi, one mile and a quarter, where 

we found a chief of the Beaver Indians on an hunting party. I re

mained, however, in my canoe, and though it was getting late, I did not 

choofe to encamp with thefe people, lefi the friends of my hunters 

m.ight difcourage them from proceeding on the voyage. We, therefore, 

continued our courfe, but feveral Indians kept company with us, 

running along the bank and converfing with my people, who were fo 

attentive to them, that they drove the canoe on a flony flat, fo that we 

were under the neceffity of landing to repair the damages, and put up 

for the night, though very contrary to my willies. My hunters obtained 

permiffion to proceed with fame of thefe people to their lodges, on the 

promife of being back by the break of day; though I was not without 

fome apprehenflon refpeaing them. The chief, however, and another 

man, as well as feveral people from the lodges, joined us, before we had 

completed the repair of the canoe; and they made out a melancholy 

flory, that they had neither ammunition or tobacco fufficient for their 

neceffary Iupply during the [ummer. I accordingly referred him to the 

Fort, where plenty of thofe articles were left in the care of my inter

preter, by whom they would be abundantly furnifhed, if they were 

aaive and indufirious in purfuing their occupations. I did not fail, on 

this occaGon, to magnify the advantages of the prefent expedition; obferv

ing, at the fame time, that its fuccers would depend on the fidelity and 

condua 
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condua of the young men who were retained by me to hunt. The 1.793· 
May. 

chief alfo propofed to borrow my canoe, in order to tranfport himfe1f l....-y-~. 

and family ac.rofs the river: feveral plaufible reafons, it is true, fug-

geRed themfelves for refiRing his propofition; but when I Hated to him, 

that, as the canoe was intended for a voyage of fuch confequencc, no 

woman could be permitted to be embarked in it, he acquiefced in the re-

fufal. It was near twelve at night when he took his leave, after I had 

gratified him with a prefent of tobacco. 

Some of the Indians pafTed the night with us, and I was informed by Sunday t 2. 

them, that, according to our mode of proceeding, we lliould, in ten days, 

get as far as the rocky mountains. The young men now returned, to 

my great fatisfaEtion, and with the appearance of contentment: though 

I was not pleafed when they dreITed them{eIves in the clothes which I 

had given them before we left the Fort, as it betrayed fome latent defign. 

At four in the morning we proceeded on our voyage, fleering \i\T eft 

three miles, including one of our courfe yefierday, North·\i\Tell by North 

four miles, Weft two miles and an half, North-Wefi by \Vell a mile and 

an half, North by Eafi two miles, North-Well by "Vell one mile, and 

North-N orth-Well: three miles. After a continuation of our courfe 

where to the North for a mile and an half, we landed for the night on an 

ifland feveral of the Indians vifited us, but unattended by their women, 

who remained in their camp, which was at fome diflance from us. 

The land on both fides of the river, during the two IaR days, is very 

much elevated, but particularly in the latter part of it, and, on the \~" efiern 

fide, 
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3 79~ fide, prefents in different places, white, freep, and lofty cliffs. OUT 
~1ay. 

'r..-li'!'"O' view being confined by thefe circumfrances, we did not fee fo many 

animals as on the 10th. Between there lofty boundarieS! the river be

comes narrow, and in a great meafure free from iOands; for we had 

paffed only four: the fiream, indeed, was not more than from two 

hundred to three hundred yards broad; whereas before thefe cliffs 

preffed upon it, its breadth was twice that extent and befprinkled with 
iflands. vVe killed an elk, and fired feveral {hots at animals from the 
canoe. 

The greater part of this band being Rocky Mountain Indians, I en. 

deavoured to obtain fome intelligence of our intended route, but they 

all pleaded ignorance, and uniformly declared, that they knew nothing 

of the country beyond the firfi mountain: at the fame time they were of 

opinion, that, from the firength of the current and the rapids, we lhould 

not get there by water; though they did not hefitate to exprers their fur

prife at the expedition we had already made. 

I inquired, with fome anxiety, after an old man who had already 

given me an account of the country beyond the limits of his tribe, 

and was very much difappointed at being informed, that he had not 

been feen for upwards of a 'l'oon. This man had been at war on 

another large river beyond the Rocky Mountain, and defcribed to me 

a fork of it between the mountains; the Southern branch of which he di. 

reeled me to take: from thence, he faid, there was a carrying-place of ' 

about a day's march for a young man to get to the other river. To provei' 

the truth of his relation, he confented, that his [on, who had been with 

him, 
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him in thore parts, fhould accompany me; and he accordingly rent hini 1793· 
f\,Ly. 

to the Fort fome days before my departure; but the preceding nisht he "--y--l 

deferted with another young man, whofe application to altend me as a 

hunter, being refufed, he perfuaded the other to leave me. I no,v 

thought it right to repeat to them what I had faid to the chid' of the 

firft band, refpeEting the advantages which would be derived {rom the 

voyage, that the young men might be encouraged to remain with me; 

as without them I fhould not have attempted to proceed. 

The firft objea that prefented itfelf to me this morning was the young :\1011\1.tj' 1 ~, 

man whom I have already mentioned, as having feduced away my in-

tended guide. At any other time or place I {hould have chafiifed him 

for his paa condua, but in my fituation it was neceffary to pafs over his 

offence, left he lliould endeavour to exercife the fame influence over thofe 

who were fa effential to my fervice. Of the deferter he gave no fatis~ 

faaory account, but continued to exprefs his willi to attend me in his 

place, for which he did not pofTefs any necefTary qualifications. 

The weather was cloudy, ''''ith an appearance of rain; and the Indians 

preffed me with great earnefinefs to pafs the day with them, and hoped 

to prolong my flay among them by affuring me that the winter yet 

lingered in the rocky mountains: but my objeCt was to lofe no time, and 

having given the chief fome tobacco for a fmall quantity of meat, 

we embarked at four, when my young men could not conceal their 

chagrin at parting with their friends, for fa long a period as the 

voyage threatened to occupy. When I had affured them that in 

three moons we lliould return to them, we proceeded on our courfc, 
VV'eft 
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Wefl~North-Wefi half a mile, Weil-South-Well one mile and an half, 

Well by North three miles, North-Wen by Weft two miles and an half. 

South-vVefl by Vvefl half a mile, South-South-Well a mile and an half, 

and South-Well a mile and a half. Here I had a meridian altitude, 

which gave 56. 17. 41. North latitude. 

The Ian courfe continued a mile and an half, South by Weft three 

quarters of a mile, South. "Vell by South three miles and an half, and 

WeH-South-Vvefl two miles and an half. Here the land lowered on 

both fides, with an increafe of wood, and dirplayed great numbers of 

animals. The river alfo widened from three to five hundred yards, and 

was full of iflands and flats. Having continued our courre three ffi.HeS, 

we made for the !hore at [even, to pars the nigh t. 

At the place from whence we proceeded this morning, a river faUs in 

from the North; there are alfo feveral iflands, and many rivulets on 

either fide, which are too 1inall to deferve particular notice. vVe 

perceived along the river tracks of large bears, [orne of which were nine 

inches wide, and of a proportionate length. We faw one of their dens, 

or winter quarters, called watee, in an i(Jand, which was ten feet deep, 

five feet high, and fix feet wide; but we had not yet feen one ofthofeani

mals. The Indians entertain great apprehenfion of this kind, of bear, 

which is called the grifly bear, and they never venture to attack it hut in 

3 party of at leall LlJ.ree or four. Our hunters, though they had been 

much higher than this part of our voyage, by land, knew nothing of the 

nver. One of them mentioned, that having been engaged in a war eX

pedition, his party on their return made their canoes at [orne difianc~ 

below 
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below us. The wind was North throughout the day, and at times blew , 
with confiderable violence. 

The apprehenfions which I had felt refpeaing the young men were . 
not altogether groundlefs, for the eldeR of them told me that his uncle 

had IaR night addrelfed him in the following manner :-" My nephew, 

your departure makes my heart painful. The white people may be [aid 

to rob us of you. They are about to condua you into the midR of our 

enemies, and you may never more return to us. Were you not with 

the Chief*, I know not what I fhould do, but he requires your at

tendance, and you mull follow him." 

161 
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May. , 

The weather was clear, and the air {harp, when we embarked at half Tuefday 14-

pan four. Our courfe was South by Weft one mile and an half, South-

Well by South half a mile, South. \Vell. We here found it neceffary to 

unload, and gum the canoe, in which operation we loft an hour; when 

we proceeded on the laft courfe one mile and an half. I now took a 

meridian altitude.., which gave 56. 11. 19. North latitude, and continued to 

proceed \Vell-South-Well two miles and an half. Here the Bear River, 

which is of a large appearance, falls in from the EaR; \i\lefl three miles 

and an half, South. South-Weft one mile and an half, and South-vVeR 

four miles and an half, when we encamped upon an ifland about [even in 

the evening. 

During the early part of the day, the current was not fo {hong as we 

• Thefe people, as well as all the natives on this fide of Lake Winipic, give the mercantile agent 
that diftinguiilied a?pellation. 

y had 
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1793' had generally found it, but towards the evening it bec~me very rapid, 

'-~ and was broken by numerous iilands. \,. e were gratified, as ufual, with 

the fight of animals. The land on the ""v~ eil fide is very irregular, but 

has the appearance of being a good beaver country; indeed we faw forne 

of thofe animals in the river. Wood is in great plenty, and feveral 

rivulets added their {lreams to the main river. A goofe was the only 

article of provifion which we procured to day. Smoke was feen, but 

at a great difiance before us. 

\"-cdm:f. 15. The rain prevented us from continuing our route till paa fix in the 

morning, when our com-Ie was South-Vi efl by "Tefl three quarters of a 

mile; at which time we paffed a river on the left, Weft by South two 

miles and an half. The bank was fleep, and the current flrong. The laO: 

courfe continued one mile and an hal f, 'VeLl-South-\iV ea two miles, 

where a river flowed in from the right, Wefl by South one mile and an 

half, Wefl-North- \Vefl one mile, and vVefl by North two miles. Here' 

the land takes the form of an high ridge, and cut our courfe, which was 

Well for three miles, at right angles. We now completed the voyage 

of this day. 

In the preceding night the water rofe upwards of two inches, and had. 

rifen in this proportion fince our departure. The wind, which was 

Wefi-South-vVefl, blew very hard throughout the day, and with the 

firength of the current, greatly impeded our progrefs. The river, in 

this part of it, is full of iflands; and the land, on the South or left fide, is 

thick with wood. Several rivulets alfo fall in from that quarter. At 
the entrance of the Iafi river which we pafTed, there was a quantity of 

wood, 
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wood, which had been cut down by axes, and fame by the beaver. This 

fall, however, was not made, in the opinion of my people, by any of the 

Indians with whom we were acquainted. 

The land to the right is of a very irregular elevation and appearance, 

compofed in [orne places of clay, and rocky cliffs, and others exhibiting 

firatas of red, green, and yellow colours. Some parts, indeed, offer a 

beautiful [cenery, in fame degree fimilar to that which we pa{fed on the 

fecond day of our voyage, and equally enlivened with the elk and the buf

falo, who were feedillg in great numbers, and unmolefled by the hunter. 

In an ifland which we pa{fed, there was a large quantity of white birch, 

whofe bark might be em played in the conflruaion of canoes. 

2793· 
May. 

"--v--J 

.. 

The weather being clear, we reimbarked at four in the morning, and ThurfdaYl6, 

proceeded Wefi by North three miles. Here the land again appeared as 

if it run acrofs our coude, and a confiderable river difdnrged itfelf by 

various fheams. According to the Rocky Mountain Indian, it is called 

the Sinew River. This fpot "vould be an excellent fituation for a fort or 

faCtory, ,lS there is plenty of wood, and every reafon to believe that the 

country abounds in bea\'er. As for the other animals, they are in evi-

dent abundance, as in every diretlion the elk and the buffalo are feen in 

poffeffion of the hills ana the plains. Our courre continued 'N efl-N orth-

Wefl: three miles and an half, 1\ orth-V\Tefl: one mile and an half, South-

Weft by 'Vert two miles; (the latitude was by obIervation 56. 16. 54.) 

North, 'Veil by North half a mile, Wefi-North-Wefi three quarters of a 

mile; a fmall river appearing on the right, N orth-Weft one mile and aJil 

half, Wefi by North half a mile, Weft by South one mile and an half, 

Weft one mile; and at feven we formed our encampment. 

Y 2 Mr. Mackay) 
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Mr. Mackay, and one of the young men, killed two elks, and mortally 

wounded ~ buffalo, but we only took a part of the fle{h of the former. 

The land above the fpot where we encamped, fpreads into an extenfive 

plain, and ftretches on to a very high ridge, which, in fome parts, pre .. 

fents a face of rock, but is principally covered with verdure, and varied 

with the poplar and white birch tree. The country is fo crowded with 

animals as to have the appearance, in fome places, of a fiall.yard, from 

the fiate of the ground, and the quantity of dung which is fcattered over 

it. The foil is black and light. \Ve this day faw two grilly and hideous 

bears. 

friday I';' It froze during the night, and the air was {harp in the morning, when 

we continued our courfe Wefi.!,\ orth-W eft three miles and an half, South

'Veil by South two miles and an half, South-\Vefl by Wefl: one mile 

and an half, "Vefl: three quarters ,of a mile, \Vefi-South-Wefi one mile 

and a quarter, and South-Weft by South one mile and an half. At two in 

the afternoon the rocky mountains appeared in fight, with their fum

mits covered with [now, bearing South· Weft by South: they formed a 

very agreeable objeCl to every perfon in the canoe, as we attained the 

view of them much Cooner than we expeCted. A fmall river was feen on 

our right, and we continued our progrefs South-\Veil by South fix miles, 

-when we landed at feven, which was our ufual hour of encampment. 

I\~r. lVlackay, who was walking along the fide of the river, difcharged 

his piece at a buffalo, when it burn near the muzz Ie, but without any 

~irchievous confequences. On the high grounds, which were on the' 

, oppofite fide of the river, we fawa buffalo tearing up and down with 

great fury, but could not difcern the caufe of his impetuous motions; my 

hunters 
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hunters conjeaured that he had been wounded with an arrow by fome 

of the natives. We afcended feveral rapids in the courfe of the day, and 

raw one bear . 
.... 

165 

It again froze very hard during the night, and at four in the morning Saturday tit 

we continued our voyage, but we had not proceeded two hundred yards, 

before an accident happened to the canoe, which did not, however, em· 

ploy more than three quarters of an hour to complete the repair. We 

then fleered South by '\I\T eft one mile and three quarters, South-Wen by 

South three miles, South-Weft by Weft one mile and a quarter, Wefl: 

by South three quarters of a mile, South-V{ eft half a mile, Wefl: by 

South one mile, South by Wefl: one mile and an half, South-South-Wen, 

where there is a fmall run of water from the right, three miles and an half, 

when the canoe flruck on the flump of a tree, and unfortunately where the 

banks were fo fleep that there was no place to unload, except a fmall 

fpot, on which we contrived to difpofe the lading in the bow, which 

lightened the canoe fo as to raife the broken part of it above the furface 

of the water; by which contrivance we reached a convenient fituation. 

It required, however, two hours to complete the repair, when the wea-

ther became dark and cloudy, with thunder, lightning, and rain; we, 

however, continued the Iail courre half a mile, and at fix in the evening 

we were compelled by the rain to land for the night. 

About noon we had landed on an iIland where there were eight lodges 

of laft year. The natives had prepared bark here for five canoes, and 

. _ere is a road along the hills where they had paffed. Branches were cut 

and broken along it; and they had alfo {hipped off the bark of the trees, 

to get the interior rind, which forms a part of their food. 
The 
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The current was very {hong through the whole of the day, and the 

coming up along fome' of the banks was rendered very dangerous, 

from the continual falling of large fiones, from the upper parts of 

them. This place appears to be a particular pafs for animals acrois 

the river, as there are paths leading to it on both fides, every ten 

yards. 

In the courfe of the day we faw a ground hog, and two cormorants. 

The earth alio appeared in feveral places to have been turned up by the 

bears, in fearch of roots. 

It rained very hard in the early part of the night, but the weather be

came clear towards the morning, when we embarked at our ufual hour. 

As the current threatened to be very {hong, Mr. Mackay, the two 

hunters, and myfelf, went on {hare, in order to lighten the canoe, and 

afcended the hills, which are covered with cyprefs, and but little encum

bered with underwood. VVe found a beaten path, and before we had 

walked a mile fell in with an herd of buffaloes, with their young ones; 

but I would not fuffer the Indians to fire on them, from an apprehenfion 

that the report of their fowling pieces would alarm the natives that might 

be in the neighbourhood; for we were at this time fo near the mountains, 

.1S to jufiify our expeaation of feeing fame of them. We, however, 

ient our dog after the herd, and a calf was foon fecured by him. While 

the young men were {kinning the animal, we heard two reports of fire

arms from the canoe, which we anfwered, as it was a fignal for my return: 

we then heard another, and immediately hafiened down the hill, with o~ 
veal, through a very clore wood. There we met one of the men, who 

informed 
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informed us that the canoe was at a [mall difiance below, ~lt the foot of 1793· 
Mav. 

a very flrong rapid, and that as feveral waterfalls appeared up the river, '--~ 
we fhould be obliged to unload and carry. I accordingly haflened 

to the canoe, and was greatly difpleafed that fo much time had been 

10il, as I had given previous direB:ions that the river lliould be followed 

as 10n& as it was pratlicable. The lafi Indians whom we law had in-

formed us that at the firfi mountain there was a confiderable fucceffion 

of rapids, cafcades, and falls, which they never attempted to afcend; and 

where they always pafTed o\"er land the length of a day's march. !vIy men 

imagined that the carrying place was at a [mall diflance below us, as 

a path appeared to afcend an hill, where there were feveral lodges, of the 

lafi year's confiruaion. The account which had been given me of the 

rapids, was perfeEtly correa: though by croffing to the other fide, I 

mufi acknowledge with fome rifk, in fuch an heavy-laden canoe, the 

river appeared to me to be praB:icable, as far as we could fee: the tra

verfe, therefore, was attempted, and proved fuccefsful. vVe now towed 

the canoe along an illand, and proceeded without any confiderable dif

ficulty till we reached the extremity of it, when the line could be no lon

ger employed; and in endeavouring to clear the point of the ifland, the 

canoe was driven with fuch violence on a flony {hare, as to receive con

fiderable injury. We now employed every exertion in our po\ver to 

repair the brea~h that had been made, as well as to dry fuch articles of 

our loading as more immediately required it: we then tranfported the 

whole acrofs the point, when we reloaded, and continued our courre 

about three quarters of a mile. We could now proceed no further on 

this fide of the water, and the traverfe was rendered extremely danger

ous, not only from the firength of the current, but by~the cafcade~ jufi. 

bela,,-
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1793. below us, which, if we had got among them, would have involved us anc 
May. . . 

L-y--' the canoe in one common deflrualOn. We had no other alternatlv( 

than to return by the fame courfe 'we came, or to hazard the traverfe, the 

river on this fide being bounded by a range of fleep, over-hangin~ rocks, 

beneath which the current was driven on with reGfllefs impetuofity from 

the cafcades. Here are feveral i{]ands of folid rock, covered with a 

fmall portion of verdure, which have been worn away by the con· 

Hant force of the current, and occafionally, as I prefume, of ice, at 

the water's edge, fo as to be reduced in that part to one fourth the extent 

of the upper furface; prefenting, as it were, fo many large tables, each of 

which was fupported by a pedeRal of a more circumfcribed projeaion, 

They are very elevated for fuch a fituation, and afford an afylum for 

geefe, which were at this time breeding on them. By croffing from one 

to the other of there i{]ands, we came at length to the main traverfe, on 

which we ventured, and were fucceIsful in our paffage. Mr. I\1ackaYl 

and the Indians, who obferved our manreuvres from the top of a rockl 

were in continual alarm for OUf farety, with which their own, i:ldeedJ 

may be faid to have been nearly conneaed: however, the dangen 

that we encountered were very much augmented by the heavy load· 

ing of the canoe. 

When we had effeEled our paffage, the current on the Weft fide wa: 

almoH equally violent with that from whence we had juU efcaped, bu 

the craggy bank being fomewhat lower, we were enabled, with a line 0 

fixty fathoms, to tow the canoe, till we came to the foot of the .moll rapi~ 
cafcade we had hitherto, feen. Here we unloaded and carried ever , ' 

thing over a roc~y point of an hundred and twenty paces. .VVhen th 

cano 
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canoe was reloaded, I, with thofe of my people who were not immedi- ~~~~: 

at ely employed, afcended the bank, which was there, and indeed, as far as '---~ 

we could lee it, compofed of clay, {lone, and a yellow gravel. My prefent 

fituation was fo elevated, that the men, who were coming up a {hong 

point could not hear me, though I called to them with the utmofi firength 

of my voice, to lighten the canoe of part of its lading. And here I 

could not but refleCt, with infinite anxiety, on the hazard of my enter-

prize: one falfe Itep of thofe who were attached to the line, or the break-

ing of the line itfelf, would have at once configned the canoe, and every 

thing it contained, to infiant defiruaion: it, however, afcended the rapid 

in perfea fecurity, but new dangers immediately prefented themfelves, 

for {lones, both fmall and great, were continually rolling from the bank, 

fo as to render the fituation of thofe who were dragging the canoe be. 

neath it extremely perilous; befides, they were at every fiep in danger, 

from the fieepnefs of the ground, of falling into the water: nor was my 

folicitude diminifhed by my being neceffarily removed at times from 

the fight of them .. 

In our paffage through the woods, we came to an inclofure, which 

had been formed by the natives for the purpofe of feuing fnares for the 

elk, and of which we could not difcover the extent. After we had 

travelled for fome hours through the forell, which confined of the 

Ipruce, birch, and the largefi poplars I had ever feen, we funk down 

upon the river, where the bank is low, and near the foot of a mountain; 

betwee~ which, and an high ridge, the river flows in a channel of about 

one hundred yards broad; though, at a {mall diHance below, it rufhes on 

between perpendicular rocks, where it is not much more than half that 

Z breadth. 
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breadth. Here I remained, in great anxiety, ex peEting the arrival of 

the canoe, and after [orne time I rent !\lr. Mackay with one of the In~ 

dians down the river in fearch of it, and with the other I went up it to 

examine what we might expeEl in that quarter. In about a mile and 

a half I came to a part where the river wafhes the feet of lofty precipices, 

and prefented, in the form of rapid~ and earcades, a [ucceffion of diffi

culties to our navigation. As the canoe did not come in fight we re· 

turned, and from the place where I had [eparated with Mr. Mackay, we 

faw the men carrying it over a [mall rocky point. We met them at the 

~ntrance of the narrow channel already mentioned; their difficulties had 

been great indeed, and the canoe had been broken, but they had per

fevered with fuecefs, and having pafTed the carrying-place, we proceeded 

with the line as far as I had already been, when we crofTed over and 

encamped on the oppofite beach; but there was no wood on this fide 

of the water, as the adjacent country had been entirely overrun by fire. 

We faw feveral elks feeding on the edge of the oppofite precipice, which 

was upwards of three hundred feet in height. 

Our courfe to-day was about South.South-Weft two miles and an half, 

South-'iV ell half a mile, South-"~Veft by South one mile and an half, South. 

by Weft half a mile, South-Weft half a mile, and vVen one mile and an half. 

There was a !bower of hail, and fome rain from flying clouds. I now dif. 

patched a man with an Indian to vifit the rapids above, when the latter 

foon left him to purfue a beaver, which was feen in the fhalIo~ water on 

the infide of a flony ifland; and though Mr. Mackay, and the other 

Indian joined him, the animal at length efcaped from their pur[uit .. 

Several others were [een in the courfe of the day, which I by no means 

expe8:ed, 
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expected, as the banks are almofi every where fo much elevated above '793· 
May. 

the channel of the river. Jull as the obfcurity of the night drew on, '--y-.-I 

the man returned with an account that it would be impraaicable to 

pars feveral points, as well tiS the fuper-impending promontories. 

The weather was clear with a {harp air, and we renewed our voyage Monday to. 

at a quarter paft four, on a courfe South. "Vefi by Well three quarters 

of a mile. We now, with infinite difficulty pafTed along the foot of a 

rock, which, fortunately, was not an hard fione, fo that we were enabled 

to cut Heps in it for the difiance of twenty feet; from 'which, at the 

hazard of my life, I leaped on a fmall rock below, where I received thofe 

who followed me on my {boulders. In this manner four of us paffed 

and dragged up the canoe, in which attempt we broke her. Very 

luckily, a dry tree had fallen from the rock above us, without which we 

could not have made a fire, as no wood was to be procured within a 

mile of the place. "Vhen the canoe was repaired, we continued towing 

it along the rocks to the next point, when we embarked, as we could 

not at prefent make any further ufe of the line, but got along the rocks 

of a round high ifland of Hone, till we came to a fmall fandy bay. As 

we had already damaged the canoe, and had every reafon to think that 

the foon would rifk much greater injury, it became neceffary for us to 

fupply ourfelves with bark, as our provifion of that material article was 

almoft exhaulled; two men were accordingly fent to procure it, who 

foon returned with the nec{"ffary £lore. 

Mr. Mackay, and the Indians who had been on !hore, fince we broke 

the canoe, were prevented from coming to us by the rugged and im-

Z 2 pafTable 
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1793, paffable flate of the ground. We, therefore, again refumed our courfe 
Nlay. . 

'--v--.J with the affifiance of poles, with which we pu{bed onwards tIll we came 

beneath a precipice, where we could not find any bottom; fo that we were 

again obliged to have recour[e to the line, the management of which 

was rendered not only difficult but dangerous, as the men employed in 

towing were under the necellity of pafTing on the outfide of trees that 

grew on the edge of the precipice. We, however, furmounted this dif. 

ficulty, as we had done many others, and the people who had been 

walking over land now joined us. They aHo had met with their ob. 

£lacles in palling the mountain. 

It now became neceffary for us to make a traverre, where the water 

was fa rapid, that fame of the people {hipped themfelves to their fhirts 

that they might be the better prepared for [wimming, in cafe any acci· 

dent happened to the canoe, which they ferioufiy apprehended; but we 

fucceeded in our attempt without any other inconvenience, except that 

of taking in water. \Ve now came to a (afcade, when it was thought 

neceffary to take out part of the lading. At noon we fiopped to take an 

altitude, oppofite to a fmall river that flowed in from the left: while I 

was thus engaged, the men went on {bore to faften the canoe, but as ~he' 

current was not very £lrong, they had been negligent in performing 

this office; it proved, however, fufficiently powerful to fheer her off, 

and if it had not happened that one of the men, from abfolute fatigue 

had remained and held the end of the line, we {bould have been de

prived of every means of profecuting our voyage, as well as of pre

fent fubfifien€e. But notwithfianding the Rate of my mind on fuch 

an alarming circumfiance, and an intervening cloud that interrupted 

me, 
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me, the altitude which I took has been {lnce proved to be tolerably 

correCt, and gave 56. North latitude. Our laR courfe was South·South

Wefi two miles and a quarter. 

We now continued our toilfome and perilous progrefs with the line 

Wefi by North, and as we proceeded the rapidity of the current in

creafed, fo that in the difiance of two miles we were obliged to unload 

four times, and carry every thing but the canoe: indeed, in many places, 

it was with the utmoR difficulty that we could prevent her from being 

dallied to pieces againfl the rocks by the violence of the eddies. At five 

we had proceeded to where the river was one continued rapid. Here 

we again took every thing out of the canoe, in order to tow her up with 

the line, though the rocks were fo lliel ving as greatly to increafe the toil 

and hazard of that operation. At length, however, the agitation of the 

water was fo great, that a wave {hiking on the bow of the canoe broke 

the line, and filled us with inexpreffible difmay, as it appeared impof. 

fible that die yeffe! could efcape from being dafhed to pieces, and thofe 

who were in her from perilhing. Another wave, however, more pro

pitious than the former, drove her out of the tumbling water, fo that the 

men were enabled to bring her afhore, and though file had been carried 

over rocks by thefe fwells which left them naked a moment after, the 

canoe had received no material injury. The men were, however, in fuch 

a Rate from their late alarm, that it would not only have been unavailing 

but imprudent to have propofed any further progrefs at prefent, parti

cularly as the river above us, as far as we could fee, was one white {heet 

of foaming water. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP T E R IV. 

Continuation of difficulties and dange1"s. Di.fcontents among the peopk. 

State of the river and its banks. Volcanic chcifl1ZS in the earth. Dif

patch various .l.verjons to difcover ways acroJs the mountain. Objlacles 

prefint thenzfllves on all Jides. Preparations made to attempt the 

mountain. Accou-nt of the aftent with the canoe and baggage. The 

trees that are found there. Arrive at the 'r£ver. Extraordinary cir

cumjlances if it. Curious hollows in the rocks. Prepare the canoe. 

Renew our progrefs up the river. The flate if it. Leave lome tokens 

of amity jor the natives. The weather very cold. Lqfl a book oj my 
olfervations jor feveral days. Continue to proceed up the river. Send 

a letter down the current in a rum-keg. Came to the forks, and pro

ceed up the EaJiern branch. CircumJlanccs of it. 

THAT the dircouragements, difficulties, and dangers, which had 

hitherto attended the progrefs of our enterprize, fhould have excited a 

willi in feveral of thofe who were engaged in it to difcontinue the pUTfuit, 

might be naturally expected; and indeed it began to be muttered on aFl 

fides that there was no alternative but to return. 

Infiead of paying any attention to thefe murmurs, I defired thole 

who had uttered them to exert themfelves in gaining an afcent of the 

hill, 
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hill, and encamp there for the night. In the mean time I fet off with 

one of the Indians, and though I continued my examination of the river 

almofi as long as there was any light to affifi me, I could fee no end of 

the rapids and cafcades: I was, therefore, perfeClly fatisfied, that it would 

be irn practicable to proceed any further by water. "\IVe returned from 

this reconnoitring excurfion very much fatigued, with our fll0es worn 

out and wounded feet; when I found that, by felling trees on the de

clivity of the fidl hill, my people had contrived to afcend it. 

From the place where I had taken the altitude at noon, to the place 

where we made our landing, the river is not more than fifty yards wide, 

and flows between fiupendous rocks, from whence huge fragments fome

times tumble down, and falling from fuch an height, dafh into flnall [lones, 

with lliarp points, and form the beach between the rocky prcjeClions. 

Along the face of fome of thefe precipices, there appears a flratum of a 

bitumenous fubfiance which refembles coal; though wh:le forr:e of the 

pieces of it appeared to be excellent fuel, others refined, for a confider

able time, the action of fire, and did not emit the leafi flame. The whole 

of this day's courfe would have been altogether impraClicable, if the water 

had been higher, which mua be the cafe at certain feafons. Vie faw alfo 

feveral encampments of the Knifieneaux along the river, which mua 

have been formed by them on their war excurfions: a decided proof of 

the favage, blood-thirfly difpofition of that people; as nothing lefs 

than fuch a fpirit could impel them to encounter the difficulties of this 

almofi inaccellible country, whofe natives are equally unoffending and 

defencelefs. 

Mr. 

179.3· 
May. 

"--y--J 
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j 793. Mr. Mackay informed me, that in palling over the mountains, he ob· 
May. 

,-_~ __ J ferved feveral chafms in the earth that emitted heat and fmoke, which 

diffufed a {hong fulphureous fiench. I fhould certainly have vifited ~this 

ph(enomenon, if I had been fufficiently qualified as a naturalifi, to have 

offered fcientific conjeElures or obfervations thereon. 

Tudllly 21. It rained in the morning, and did not ceafe till about eight, and as the 

men had been very fatigued and difheartened, I fuffered them to con

tinue their refl: till that hour. Such was the fiate of the river, as I have 

already obferved, that no alternative was left us; nor did any means of 

proceeding prefent themfelves to us, but the paffage of the mountain 

over which we were to carry the canoe as well as the baggage. As this 

was a very alarming enterprize, I difpatched Mr. Mackay with three men 

and the two Indians to proceed in a llraight courfe from the top of the 

mountain, and to keep the line of the river till they fhould find it na· 

vigable. If it fhould be their opinion, that there was no praRicable paf. 

fage in that direBion, two of them were infiruC1ed to return in order to 

make their report; while the others were to go in fearch of the Indian 

carrying-place. While they were engaged in this excurfion, the people 

who remained with me were employed in gumming the canoe, and 

making handles for the axes. At noon I got an altitude, which made 

our latititude 56. o. 8. At three o'clock had time, when DIy watch was 

flow 1. 31. 32. apparent time. 

At fun-fet, Mr. Mackay returned with one of the men, and in about 

two hours was followed by the others. They had penetrated thick 

woods, afcended hills and funk into val lies, till they' got beyond the 

rapids, 
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rapids, which, according to their calculation, was a din~!'":ce of three ~I~r 

leagues. The two parties returned by different routes, but they both t..-......,-.....; 

~reed, that with all its difficulties, and they were of a ,'ery alarming 

nature, the outward courfe was that which mufl be preferred. Unpro. 

mifing, however, as the account of their expedition appeared, it did not 

fink them into a £late of difcouragement; and a kettle of wild rice, 

fweetened with fugar, which had been prepared for their return, with 

their ufual regale of rum, foon renewed that courage which dirdained all 

ob!1acles that threatened our progrers: and they went to re£l, with a full 

determination to iurmonnt them on the morro,\!. I {at up, in the hope 

of getting an oGfervation of Jupiter and his fira fatellite, but the cloudy 

weather prevented my obtaining it. 

At break of dCly we entered on the extraordinary journey which waS Wednef. ~~ 

to occupy the remaining part of it. The men began, without delay, to 

cut a road up the mountain, and as the trees were but of fmall growth, 

I ordered them to fell thore which they found convenient, in fuch a 

manner, that they might fall parallel with the road, but, at the fame 

time, not feparate them entirely from the fiumps, fo that they might 

form a kind of railing on either fide. The baggage was now brought 

from the waterfide to our encampment. This was likewire from the 

fleep {belving of the rocks, a very perilous undertaking, as one falfe fiep 

of any of the people employed in it, would have been inilantly followed 

by falling headlong into the water. When this important objea was at-

tained, the whole of the party proceeded with no fmall degree of appre-

henfion, to fetch the canoe, which, in a {bart time, was alIa brought to 

the encampment; and, as foon as we had recovered from our fatigue, we 

A a advanced 
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advanced with it up the mountain, having the line doubled and fafiened 

fucceffively as we went on to the Rumps; while a man at the end of 

it, hauled it round a tree, holding it on and {hifting it as we prO" 

ceeded; fo that we may be faid, with firia truth, to have warped the 

canoe up the mountain: indeed by a general and mofi laborious exer

tion, we got every thing to the fummit by two in the afternoon. At 

noon, the latitude was 56. o. 47 North. At five, I lent the men to cut 

the road onwards, which they effe&ed for about a mile, when they 

returned. 

The weather was cloudy at intervals, with {howers and thunder. At 

about ten, I obferved an emerfion of Jupiter's fecond fatellite; time 

by the achrometer 8. 32. 20. by which I found the longitude to be 

120. 29. 30. Weft from Greenwich. 

Thurfday 23. The weather was clear at four this morning, when the men began to 

carry. I joined Mr. Mackay, and the two Indians in the labour of 

cutting a road. The ground continued rifing gently till noon, when it 

began to decline; but though on fuch an elevated fituation, we could 

fee but little, as mountains of a niB higher elevation and covered with 

fnow, were feen far above us in every direction. In the afternoon 

the ground became very uneven; hills arid deep defiles alternately pre

fen ted themfelves to us. Our progre[s, however, exceeded my expec

tation, and it was not till four in the afternoon that the carriers over

took us. At five, in a nate of fatigue that may be more readily con

ceived than expreffed, we encamped near a rivulet or [pring that iffued 

from beneath a large mafs of ice and fnow. 

Our 
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Our toilfome journey of this day I compute at about three miles; 

along the firH of which the land is covered with plenty of wood, con

fiRing of large trees, encumbered with little underwood, through which 

it was by no means difficult to open a road, by [clIo\ving a well-beaten 

elk path: for the two fuc(\.~eGing miles we found the country o\'er

fpread with the trunks of trees, laid low by fire fame years ago; among 

which large copfes had fprung up of a clofe growth, and intermixed 

with briars, fo as to render the pafrage through them painful and 

tedious. The fod in the woods is light and of a duiky colour; that 

in the burned country is a mixture of rand and clay with fmall {lones. 

The trees are [pruce, red-pine, cyprefs, poplar, white birch, willow, 

alder, arrow-wood, red-wood, liard, fen' ice-tree, bois'.picant, &c. I 

never faw any of the IaH kind before. It rifes to about nine feet in 

height, grows in joints without branches, and is tufted at the extremity. 

The fiem is of an equal fize from the bottom to the top, and does not 

exceed an inch in diameter; it is covered with fmall prickles, which 

caught our trowiers, and working through them, fometimes found their 

way to the flefh. The fhrubs are, the goofeberry, the currant, and 

feveral kinds of briars. 

1793· 
l\lav. 

L~_..J 

We continued our very laborious journey, which led us down fome Fli.J3V ~~i 

fleep hills, and through a wood of tall pines. After much toil and trou-

ble in bearing the canoe through the difficult paffages which we encoun-

tered, at four in the afternoon we arrived at the river, fome hundred 

yards above the rapids or falls, with all our baggage. I compute the di[ .. 

tance of this day's progrefs to be about four miles; indeed I {bonld have 

meafured the whole of the way, if I had not been obliged to engage per-

A a 2 fonally 
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[onally in the labour of making the road. But after all, the Indian carry. 

ing way, whatever may be its length, and I think it cannot-exceed ten 

miles, win always be found more fafe and expeditious than the pafTage 

which our toil and perfeverance formed and furmounted. 

Thore of my people who vifited this place on the 21ft, were of opinion 

that the water had rifen very much fince that time. About two hundred 

yards bel(}w us the flream ru (bed with an afloniChing bu t filent velocity, 

between perpendicular rocks, which are not more than thirty-five yards 

al"under: when the water is high, it runs over thofe rocks, in a channel three 

times that breadth, where it is bounded by far more elevated precipices. 

In the former are deep round holes, fome of which are full of water, 

while others are empty, in whofe bottom are fmall round flones, as 

fmooth as marble. Some of there natural cylinders would contain two 

hundred gallons. At a fmall difl:ance below the firfl of thefe rocks, the 

channel widens in a kind of zig-zag progreffion; and it was really awful 

to behold with what infinite force the water drives againfi the rocks on 

one fide, and with what impetuous firength it is repelled to the other: it 

then falls back, as it were, into a more Hrait but rugged pafTage, over 

which it is torred in high, foaming, half~formed billows, -as far as the eye 

could follow it. 

The young men informed me that this was the place where th'eir relations 

had told me that I fhould meet with a fall equal to that of Niagara: to ex. 

cuI pate them, however, from their apparent mifinfo~mation, they declared 

that their friends were not accuftomed to utter falfehoods and that the , 
fall had probably been deflroyed by the force of the water. It is, how-

ever, 
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ever, very evident that thofe people had not been here, or did not adhere 17Q3· 
May. 

to the truth. By the number of trees which appeared to have been felled L-~--' 

with axes, we difcovered that the Knifieneaux, or fome tribes who are 

known to employ that innrument, had pafTed this way. We pafTed 

through a fnare enclofure, but faw no animals, though the country was 

very much interfe8ed by their tracks. 

It rained throughout the night, and till twelve this day; while the buG. Saturday 25. 

nefs of preparing great and fmall poles, and putting the canoe in 

order, &c. caufed us to remain here till five in the afternoon. I now 

attached a knife, with a Heel, flint, beads, and other trifling articles to a 

pole, which I ere8ed, and left as a token of amity to the natives. vVhen 

I was making this arrangement, one of my attendants, whom I have 

already defcribed under the title of the Cancre, added to my affortment 

a fmall round piece of green wood, chewed at one end in the form of a 

brufh, which the Indians ufe to pick the marrow out of bones. This he 

informed me was an emblem of a country abounding in animals. The 

water had rifen during our flay here one foot and an half perpendicular 

height. 

We now embarked, and our courfe was North-Well one mile and 

three quarters. There were mountains on all fides of us, which were 

covered with fnow: one in particular, on the South fide of the river, 

rofe to a great height. We continued to proceed Wen three quarters 

of a mile, North. Well one mile, and Well-South-'\Veil a quarter of a 

mile, when we encamped for the night. The Cancre killed a [mall elk. 

The 
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The weather was clear and ilJarp, and between three and four 1i9 ). 
l\lay. 

'----.--J in the morning- we rene-wed our voyage, our {irfl courfe being Wen 
SunJJ}' ~b. '-' 

b~' South three miles and an half, \\·hen the men complained of the 

(old in their fingers, as they were obliged to pufh on the canoe with 

the poles. Here a fmall river flowed in from the North. \Ye now 

continued to fleer \Vefl-South- \Y ell a quarter of a mile, ,\r efl-North~ 

,iVell a mile and an half, and Wefl two miles, when we found our· 

fel ves on a parallel with a chain of mountains on both fides the river, 

running South and North. The river, both yeHerday and the early part 

of to-dav, was from four to eight hundred yards \'Y'ide, and full of iflands, 

but was at this time diminin1ed to about two hundred yards broad, and 

free from iflands, with a imooth but llrong current. Our next courfe 

was South-\Vefl two miles, when we encountered a rapid, and raw an 

encampment of the Knifieneaux. ,;Ve now proceeded North-\iVefi by 

'iV efl one mile, among iHands, South-\Vefl: by Well three quarters of 

a mile, South-South-Eall one mile, veered to South- ';Vell through iilands 

three miles and an half, and South by Eafl half a mile. Here a river 

poured in on the left, which was the moll confiderable that we had [een 

finee we had paffed the mountaIn. At feven in the evening we landed 

and encam pede 

Though the [un hac! {hone upon us throughout the day, the air 

was fo cold that the men, though aHively employed, could not refill it 
without the aid of their blanket coats. This circumfiance might in 

fome degree be expeHed from the furrounding mountains, which were 

covered with ice and fnow; but as they are not fo high as to produce 

the extreme cold which we fuffered~ it mua be more particularly attri-

buted 
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buted to the high fituation of the country itfelf, rather than to the local 

elevation of the mountains, the greateR height of which does not exceed 

fifteen hundred feet; though in general they do not rife to half that alti

tude. But as I had not been able to take an exaa meafurement, I do 

not prefume upon the accuracy of my conjeaur~. Towards the bottom 

of there heights, which were clear of fnow, the trees were putting forth 

their leaves, while thofe in their middle region Rill retained all the cha

raaeriftics of winter, and on their upper parts there was little or no 

wood. 

.1 '701, 

May. 
'-v--l 

* The weather was clear, and we continued our voyage at the ufual Monday 27. 

hour, when we ruccefIively found feveral rapids and points to impede our 

progrers. At noon our latitude was 56. 5. 54. North. The Indians 

killed a flag; and one of the men who went to fetch it was very much 

endangered by the rolling down of a large Rone from the heights abo\"e 

him. 

The day was very cloudy. The mountains on both fides of the river Tuefday 28. 

feemed to have funk, in their elevation, during the voyage of yefierday. 

To-day they refumed their former altitude, and run fa clofe on either fide 

of the channel, that all view was excluded of every thing but themfelves. 

This part of the current was not broken by iflands; but in the afternoon 

we approached fome carcades, which obliged us to carry Ollr canoe and 

its lading for feveral hundred yards. Here we obferved an encampment 

.. From this day, to the 4th of June the courfes of my voyage are om:tted. as I loft the bou;'; tl1Jt 

contained them. I was in the habit of fometimes indulging myfc:lf with a {hort doze in the canoe, ;1:1'1 

I imagine that the branches of the trees bru!hed my book from me, when I W.l' in fuch a lituati(JlI, 

which renders the account of there few days Ids difiinct than ufllal. 

of 
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of the natives, though fome time had elapred Gnce it had been inhabited. 

The greater part of the day was divided between heavy ill0wers and fmall 

rain; and we took our nation on the !hore about fix in the evening, 

about three miles abo\"e the Ian. rapid. 

The rain ,\"as fo violent tbroughout the ,\"h01e of this day, that we did 

not venture to proceed. As we had almofl: expended the contents of a 

rum-keg, and this being a day which allowed of no aaive employment, I 

amufed myfelf with the experiment of enclofing a letter in it, and dire 

patching it do,vn the {hearn, to take its fate. I according introduced a 

written account of all our hardOlips, &c. carefully enc10fed in bark, into 

the fmall barrel by the bung-hole, which being' carefully [ecured, I con· 

figned this epifiolatory cargo to the mercy of the current. 

We were alarmed this morning at break of day, by the continual bark

ing of our dog, who never ceared from running backwards and forwards 

in the rear of our fituation: when, however, the day advanced, we dire 

covered the caufe of our alarm to proceed from a wolf, who was parade 

ing a ridge a few yards behind us, and had been Inofi probably allured 

by the fcent of our fmall portion of frefh meet. The weather was cloudy, 

but it did not prevent us from renewing our progrefs at a very early 

hour. A confiderable river appeared from the left, and we continued 

our courfe till [even in the evening, when we landed at night where 

there was an Indian encampment. 

Friday 31. The morning was clear and cold, and the current very powerful.' On 

croffing the mouth of a river that flowed in from the right of us, we 

were 
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were very much endangered j indeed all the rivers which I have lately 
feen, appear to overflow their natural limits, as it may be fuppofed, from 

the melting of the mountain fnow. The water is almofl white, the bed 

of the river being of lime-fione. The mountains are one folid mafs of 

the fame materiaL, but without tl~e leaH fhade of tree~, or decoration of 

foliage. At nine the men were fa cold that we landed, in order to tindle 

a fire, which was confidered as a very uncommon circumHance at this 

feafon; a [mall quantity of rum, however, {erved as an adequate {ub

fiitute; and the current being fo fmooth as to admit of the ufe of pad

dles, I encouraged tl:em to proceed without any further delay. In a 

(bort time an extenfi ve view opened upon us, dilplaying a beautiful Dleet 

of water, that "vas heightened by the calmne(') of the weather, and a 

fplendid fun. I-Iere the mountain:.;, which were covered with wood, 

opened on either fide, fa that we entertained the hope offoon leaving them 

behind us. ''''hen we had got to the termination of this profpeCl, the 

river was barred with rocks, forming cafcades and fmall iflands. To pro

ceed onwards, we were under the lleceffity of clearing a narrow paffage 

of the drift wood, on the left {bore. Here the view convinced us that 

our late hopes were without foumbtion, as there appeared a ridge or 

chain of mountains, running South and North as far as the eye could 

reach. 

On advancing two or three miles, we arrived at the fork, one 

branch running about Wefl-N orth-'Vefl, and the other Sou th-South

Eafi. If I had been governed by my own judgment, I {bould have taken 

the former, as it appeared to me to be the moil likely to bring us neareft 

to the part where I wifhed to fall on the Pacific Ocean, but the ()Id man" 

Bb w~m 
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whom I have already mentioned as having been frequently on war ex

peditions in this country, had warned me not, on any account, to follow 

it, as it was foon lofi in various branches among the mountains, and that 

there was no great river that ran in any direCtion near it; but by follow

ing the latter, he faid, we fhould arrive at a carrying-place to another large 

river, that did not exceed a day's march, where the inhabitants build 

houfes, and live upon iflands. There was fo much apparent truth in the 

old man's narrativE', that I determined to be governed by it; for I did not 

entertain the leafi doubt, if I could get into the other river, that I 

fhould reach the ocean. 

I accordingly ordered my fieerfman to proceed at once to the 

Eafi branch, which appeared to be more rapid than the other, though 

it did not poilers an equal breadth. Thefe circL1mfiances difpored 

my men and Indians, the latter in particular being very tired of the 

voyage, to exprefs their willies that I Chou Id take the Wefiern branch, 

efpecially when they perceived the difficulty of Hemming the cur

rent, in the direCtion on which I had determined. Indeed the ruili of 

water was fo powerful, that we were the greatefi part of the afternoon 

in getting two or three miles-a very tardy and mortifying progrefs, and 

which, with the voyage, was openly execrated by many of thore who 

were engaged in it: and the inexpreffible toil thefe people had endured, 

as well as the dangers they had encountered, required fome degree of 

confideration; I therefore employed thofe arguments which were the beft 

calculated to calm their immediate difcontents, as well as to encourage 

their future hopes, though, at the fam~time I delivered my fentiments in 

ruth a manner as to convince them that I was determined to prcx:eed. 

On 
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On the 1ft of June we embarked at fun-rife, and towards noon the J1793 ' 
une. 

current began to flacken; we then put to {bore, in order to gum the ~ 

canoe, when a meridian altitude gave me 55' 42. 16. North latitude. We 

then continued our courfe, and towards the evening the current began to 

recover its former fhength. lVlr. lVIackay and the Indians had already 

difembarked, to walk and lighten tlie boat. At fun-fet we encamped on 

a point, being the fira dry land which had been found on this fide the 

river. that was fit for our purpofe, fince OUf people went on fhore. In 

the morning we paffed a large rapid river, that flowed in from the right. 

In no part of the North- \Vefl: did I fee fo much beaver-work, within 

an equal difiance, as in the coudc· of thi) day. 

had cut down {e\eral acres of large poplars; 

In fome places they 

and we faw alfo a 

great number of thefe active and fagacious animals. The time which 

thefe wonderful creatures allot for their labours, whether in erecting 

their curious habitations, or providing food, is the whole of the in

terval benveen the fetting and the rirlng fun. 

To'\vards the dlln~y part of the e\'enmg we heard feveral difcharges 

from the fowling pieces of our peo/e, which \ve anlwered, to in

form them of our fltuatiol-::: anJ fame time after it was dark, they 

arrived in an equal Hate of fatigue and alarm: they 'Nere alro obliged to 

fwim acrois a channel in order to get to us, a'l we were utuated on an ifland, 

though we were ignorant of the circumfiance, till they came to inform 

us. One of the Indians was pof! ti I:e that he heard the dilcharge of fire

arms above our encampment; and on comparing the number of our 

difcharges with theirs, there appeared to be fame foundation for his 

B b 2 alarm, 
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alarm, as we imagined that we had heard two reports more than they 

acknowledged; and, in their turn, they declared that they had heard 

twice the number of thofe which we knew had proceeded from us. The, 

Indians were therefore certain, that the Knifleneaux mua be in our vici

nity, on a war expedition, and confequently, if they were numerous, we 

f110uld have bad no reaion to expect the leafi mercy from them in this 

difiant country. Though I did not believe that circumfiance, or that 

an\' of the natives could be in pofTeffion of fire-arms, I thought it right, 

atjll e,'cnts, we {hould be prepared. Our fufe,es were, therefore, primed 

dnd leaded, and ha\'jng extinguifhed our fire, each of us took his Hation 

c1~ the foot of a tree, "v' here we pafTed an uneaiy and reillefs night. 

The fucceeding morning being clear and pleafant, we proceeded at 

an early hour againfi a rapid current, interfected by jflands. About 

eight we pafTed two large trees, whofe roots having been undermined 

by the current, had recently fallen into the river; and, in my opi

nion, the crafh of their fall had occafioned the noire which caured 

our late alarm. In this manner the water ravages the iflands in 

thefe rivers, and by driving down great quantities of wood, forms the 

foundations of others. The men were fo opprefTed with fatigue, that it 

\\'as necefTa ry they rnould encamp at fix in the afternoon. \r e, there

fore, landed on a fandy ifland, which is a \'ery uncommon objea, as the 

greater part of the iflands contil of a bottom of round flones and 

gravel, covered from three to ten feet 'with mud and old drift-wood. 

Beaver-work was as frequently feen as on the preceding day. 

On th,;y~ of June ',\'C rene'Ned our voyage with the r:fi,ng fun. At 

noon 
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noon I obtained a meridian altitude, which gave 55. 22. 3. North lati. 

tude. I alfo took time, and the watch was flow 1. 30. 14. apparent time. 

According to my calculation, this place is about twenty-five miles South· 

EaR of the fork. * 

it I null now proceed with my urual regularity, which, as I have already mentioned, has been, for 

fome days, fufpended, from the lo[s of my book of ob[cr\'ation. 

CHAP. 

• 793· 
June. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Continue our voyage. Heavy fog. The water riJes. SuccdJion rif courfis. 

ProgrdJive account oj: this branch. Leave the canoe to proceed, and 

afcend an hill to reconnoitre. Climb a tree to extend rny view of the 

country. Return to the river. The canoe not aTrived. Go in Jearch of 
it. Extreme heat, mufquitoes, &c. IncreaJing anxiety TeJpeEling the 

canoe. It at length appem's. Violent flonn. Circulliflances of our pro

grefi. Forced to haul the canoe up the flream by the branches of trees. 

Sucajfion of COll?:fes. J,-l/lld parfmps along the ?'iver. ExpcEl to meet 

with natives. COIOjes continued. Fall in zvithfome natives. Our inter

COU?fe with them. Account of their drifs, arnl!, utenjils, and manners, 

&c. New difcouragements and difficulties prifent therl'ifelves. 

o 

_--'*' a mas 

1793· 
June. 

~ WE embarked this morning at four in a very heavy fog. The water 

had been continually riring, and, in many places, overflowed its banks. 

The current alfo was fo {hong, that our progrefs was very tedious, and 

required the moll laborious exertions. Our cOl11{e was this day, South

South-Eafi one mile, South-South-Well: half a mile, South-EaU three 

quarters of a mile, North-Eafi by Eafi three quarters of a mile, South

Eafi half a mile, South-EaH: by South one mile, South-South-Eafi one 

mile three quarters, South-Eall: by South half a mile, EaR by South a 

quarter 
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quarter of a mile, South-EaR three quarters of a mile, North-Eaft by 

EaR half a lnile, EaR by North a quarter of a mile, South-Eafr half a 

mile, South-Eafl by South a quarter of a mile, South-Eaft by Eafi half 

a mile, North-EaR by EaH half a mile, North-North-Eafr three quarters 

of a mile, to South by Earl one mile and an half. \Ve could not find a 

place fit for an encampment, till nine at night, when we landed on a 

bank of gravel, of which little more appeared above water than the fpot 

we occupied. 

1793· 
June. 
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This morning we found our canoe and baggage in the water, which \Vedner. 5' 

had continued rifing during the night. We then gummed the canoe, as 

we arrived at too late an hour to perform that operation on the pre-

ceding evening. This neceffary bufinefs being completed, we traverfed 

to the North £hore, where I difembarked with Mr. l\1ackay, and the 

hunters, in order to afcend an adjacent mountain, with the hope of 

obtaining a view of the interior part of the country. I direRed my 

people to proceed with all pollible diligence, and that, if they met with 

any accident, or found my return neceffary, they fhould fire two guns. 

They alfo underfrood, that when they £hould hear the fame fignal from 

me, they were to anfwer, and wait for me, if I were behind them. 

When we had afcended to the fummit of the hill, we found that it 

extended onwards in an even, level country; fo that, encumbered as 

we were, with the thick wood, no diflant ·:iew could be obtained; I 

therefore climbed a very lofty tree, from whofe top I difcerned on the 

right a ridge of mountains covered with fnow, bearing about North

Weft; from thence another ridge of high land, whereon no fnow was 

vifible~ 
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i 79.3- vifible, Hretched towards the South; between , .... hich and the fnowy hills 

Ll.~~ on the Eaft fide, there appeared to be an opening, which we determined 

to be the courfe of the river. 

Having obtained all the fatisfaaion that the nature of the place would 

admit, we proceeded forward to overtake the canoe, and after a warm 

walk came down upon the river, when we difcharged our pieces twice, but 

received no anfwering fignal. I was of opinion, that the canoe was be

fore us, while the Indians entertained an oppofite notion. I, however, 

croIfed another point of land, and came again to the waterfide about 

ten. Here we had a long view Qf the river, which circumfiance excited 

in my mind, fome doubts of my former fentiments. vVe repeated our 

fignals, but without any return; and as e\"ery moment now increafed my 

anxiety, I left Mr. Mackay and one of the Indians at this Ipot to make a 

large fire, and fend branches adrift down the current as notices of our 

fituation, if the canoe was behind us; and proceeded with the other Indian 

acrofs a very long point, where the river makes a confiderable bend, in 

order that I might be fatisfied if (he canoe was a-head. Having been 

accufiomed, for the Iaft fortnight to very cold weather, I found the heat 

of this day almoH infupportable, as our way layover a dry I~md, which 

was relieved by no {hade, but fuch as a few fcattered cypreIfes could afford 

us. About twelve we arrived once more at the river, and the difcharge of 

our pieces was as unfuccefsful as it had hitherto been. The water rufhed 

before us with uncommon velocity; and we alfo tried the experiment of 

fending frefh branches down it. To add to the difagreeablenefs of our 

fituation, the gnats and mufquitoes appeared in fwarms to torment us. 

When we returned to our companions, we found that they had not been 

contented 
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contented with remaining in the pofition where I had left them, but J'793' une. 

had been three or four miles down the river, but were come back to "-~ 
their fiation, without having made any difco\'ery of the people on the 

water. 

Various very unpleafing conjeaures at once perplexed and difireffed 

us: the Indians, who are inclined to magnify evils of any and every 

kind, had at once configned the canoe and everyone on board it to 

the bottom; and were already fettling a plan to return upon a raft, 

as well as calculating the number of nights that would be required to 

reach their home. As for myfdf, it will be eafily believed, that my 

mind was in a Gate of extreme agitation; and the imprudence of my 

condua in leaving the people, in fuch a fituation of danger and toilfome 

exertion, added a very painful mortification to the fevere apprehenfions 

I already fuffered: it was an aEl of indifcretion which might have put an 

end to the voyage that I had fo much at heart, and compelled me at 

length to fubmit to the fcherne which my hunters had already formed 

for our return. 

At half paft fix in the evening, Mr. Mackay and the Gancre fet off to 

proceed down the river, as far as they could before the night came on, 

lLnd to continue their journey in the morning to the place where we had 

encamped the preceding evening. I alfo propofed to make my ex

curfion upwards; and, if we both failed of fuccefs in meeting the 

canoe, it was agreed that we lhould return to the place where we noW 

feparated. 

Cc In 
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In this fituation we had wherewithal to· drink in plenty, but with 

folid food we were totally unprovided. We had not feen even a partridge 

throughout the day, and the tracks of rein-deer that we had difcovered, 

were of an old date. \Ve were, however, preparing to make a bed of 

the branches of trees, where we fhould have had no other canopy than 

that afforded us by the heavens, when we heard a iliot, and foon after 

another, which was the notice agreed upon, if Mr. Mackay and the In

dian fhould fee the canoe: that fortunate circumfiance was alfo confirmed 

by a return of the fignal from the people. I was, .however, fo fatigued 

from the heat and exercife of the day, as well as incommoded from 

drinking fo much cold water, that I did not willi to remove till the 

following morning; but the Indian made fuch bitter complaints of 

the cold and hunger which he fuffered, that I complied with his folici-:o 

lations to depart; and it was almofi dark when we reached the canoe, 

barefooted, and drenched with rain. But thefe inconveniences affeaed 

me very little, when I faw myfelf once more furrounded with my 

people. They informed me, that the canoe had been broken; and that 

they had this day experienced much greater toil and hardfhips than 

on any former occafion. I thought it prudent to affea a belief of 

every reprefentation that they made, and even to comfort each of 

them with a confolatory dram: for, however difficult the paffage might 

have been, it was too {hort to have occupied the whole day, if they 

had not relaxed in their exertions. The rain was accompanied. with 
thunder and lightning. 

It appeared from the various encampments which we had feen, and 

from feveral paddles we had found, that the natives frequent this part of 

the 
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the country at the latter end of the fummer and the fall. The courfe t 793-
June. 

to day was nearly Eall-South-EaU two miles and an half, South by Well I-.---J 

one mile, South-South-Eall one mile and an half, Eafi two miles, and 

South-Eafi by South one mile. 

At half pall four this morning we continued our voyage, our c6urfes Thurfday6. 

being South-Eall by South one mile, Eafi by South three quarters of a 

mile, South-Eafi by Eaft two miles. The whole of this difiance we 

proceeded by hauling the canoe from branch to branch. The current 

was fo ftrong, that it was impoffible to fiem it with the paddles; the 

depth was too great to receive any affifiance from the poles, and the 

bank of the river was fo dofely lined with willows and other trees, that 

it was impoffible to employ the line. As it was paa twelve before we 

could find a place that would allow of our landing, I could not get a 

meridian altitude. We occupied the rell of the day in repairing the 

canoe, drying our doaths, and making paddles and poles to replace 

thore which had been broken or loft. 

The morning was clear and calm; and !ince we had been at this Frid~:' 7, 

nation the water had rifen two inches; fo that the current became 

fiill fironger; and its velocity had already been fo great as to juf. 

tify our defpair in getting up it, if we had not been fo long accuf. 

tomed to furmount it. I lafl night obferved an emerfion of Jupiter's 

firft fatellite, but inadvertently went to bed, without committing the 

exaB: time to writing: if my memory is correa, it was 8. 18. 10. 

by the time-piece. The canoe, which had been little better than 

a wreck, being now repaired, we proceeded Eafl two miles and, a 

C C 2 quarter, 
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quarter, South-South-Eafi half a mile, South-Eafl: a quarter of a mile, 

when we landed to take an altitude for time. We continued our route 

at South-Eafi by Eafi three quarters of a mile, and landed again to de. 

termine the latitude, which is 55. 2. 51. To this I add, 2·45. Southing. 

which will make the place of taking altitude for time 55· 5· 36. with 

which I find that my time-piece was flow 1. 32. 23. apparent time; and 

made the longitude obtained 122.35.5°. Weft of Greenwich. 

From this place we proceeded EaR by South four miles. andan half, 
Eafi-South-Eafl one mile and an half, in which fpace there falls in a 

fmall river from the Eafl; Eafi half a mile, South-Eaft a mile and an 

half, Eafl a quarter of a mile, and encamped at feven o'dock. Mr. 
Mackay and the hunters walked the greateR part of the day, and in the 

courfe of their excurfion killed a porcupine.* Here we found the bed 
of a very large bear quite [relli. During the day feveral Indian encamp

ments were feen, which were of a late ereCtion. The current had al[Q 

loU fome of its impetuofity during the greater part of the day. 

Saturday 8. It rained and thundered through the night, and at four in the; morn-

ing we again encountered the current. Our courfe was EaR a q.uarter of 

a mile, round to South by EaR along a very high white randy bank on 

the Eaft lliore, three quarters of a mile, South-South-EaR a quarter of a 

mile, South-South-Weft a quarter of a mile, South-South-Eaft one mile 

and a quarter, South-Eaft two miles, with a {lack current; South-.Eafi by 

* We had been obliged to indulge our hunters v,,·ith fitting idle in .the canoe, lell. their being com

pelled to {hare in the labour of navigating it {hould difgull. and drive them from us. We, therefore, 

employed them as much as pollible on iliore, as well to procure provifions as to lig.f.t~n tbe canoe. 

Eaft 
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EaR two miles and a quarter, EaR a quarter of a mile, South-South.. 179.3-
June. 

Eaft a quarter of a mile, South-EaR by South four miles and an half, ~ 

South-EaR one mile and an half, South-South-Well half a mile, Eafi

North-EaR half a mile, Eafi-South-Eafi a quarter of a mile, South-Eafl 

by South one mile, South-Eafi by Eafi half a mile, Eafi by South three 

quarters of a mile, when the mountains were in full view in this direc-

tion, and Eafiward. For the three lafi days we could only fee them at 

{hort intervals and long difiances; but till then, they were continually 

in fight on either fide, from our entrance into the fork. Thofe to the 

left were at no great difiance fro.m us. 

For the lafl two days we had been anxioufly looking out for the car

rying-place, but could not diLCover it, and our only hope was in fuch. 

information as we {bould be able to procure from the natives. All that 

remained for us to d~, was to pufh forwards till the river fhould be no 

longer navigable: it had now, indeed, overflowed its banks, fo that it 

was eight at night before we could diIcover a place to encamp. Having 

found plenty of wild parfneps, we gathered the tops, and boiled them. 

with pemmican for our fupper. 

The rain of this morning terminated in an heavy mill at half pafi Sunday 9-

five, when we embarked and fleered South-Eaft one mile and an half, 

when it veered North-North·Eaft half a mile, South-Eaft three quarters 

of a mile, Eaft by South three q1Jarters of. a mile, Eafl-South-Eaft a 

quarter ofa mile, South-South-Eafl a quarter of a mile, South-Eall by 

.Eafi one mile, Nonh··Eafi by Eafi half a mile, South-Eafi by Eafi half a 

mile, South-Eafi by South three quarters of a mile, South-Eafl: three 

quarters 
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quarters of a mile, Eafl by South half a mile, South-Eafl by Eafl half a 
mile, Eafi-North-Ea£l three quarters of a mile, when it veered to South. 

South-Eafl half a mile, then back to Ea£l (when a blue mountain, clear 

of [now, appeared a-head) one mile and an half; North-Eafl by EaR 

half a mile, Eafi by North one mile, when it veered to South-Eafi half 

a mile, then on to North-Wefl three quarters of a mile, and back to 

Nonh-EaH by EaH half a mile, South by Wefl a quarter of a mile, 

North-Eafl by Eafl to North-North-Eafi half a mile, South-South-EaH 

a quarter of a mile. and Eafi by North half a mile: here we perceived a 

fmell of fire; and in a {bort time heard people in the woods, as if in a 

Hate of great confufion, which was occafioned, as we afterwards under

flood, by their difcovery of us. At the fame time this unexpeEled cir

cumHance produced fome little difcompofure among ourfelves, as our 

arms were not in a £late of preparation, and we were as yet unable to 

afcertain the number of the party. I confidered,. that if there were but 

few it would be needlefs to pudue them, as it would not be probable 

that we {bould overtake them in thefe thick woods; and if they were nu- . 

merous, it would be an atl of great imprudence to make the attempt, at 

leafi during their prefent alarm. I therefore ordered my people to flrike 

off to the oppofite fide, that we might fee if any of them had fufficient 

courage to remain; but, before we were half over the river, which, in 

this part, is not more than an hundred yards wide, two men appeared on 

a rifing ground over againfl us, brandifhing their fpears, difplaying their 

bows and arrows, and accompanying their hoRile gefiures with loud 

vociferations. l\1y interpreter did not hefitate to affure them, that they 

might clifpel their apprehenfions, as we were white people, who medi

tated no injury, but were, on the contrary, defirous of demonfirating 

every 
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every mark of kindnefs and friendfhip. They did not, however, feem 

difpofed to confide in our declarations, and a8ually threatened, if we 

came over before they were more fulIy fatisfied of our peaceable inten

tions, that they would difcharge their arrows at us. This was a decided 

kind of condua which I did not expeCt; at the fame time I readily com

plied with their propofition, and after fome time had pa{fed in hearing 

and anfwering their queHions, they confented to our landing, though not 

without betraying very evident fymptoms of fear and difirufi. They, 

however, laid afide their weapons, and when I fiepped forward and took 

each of them by the hand, one of them, but with a very tremulous a8ion, 

drew his knife from his fleeve, and prefented it to me as a mark of his 

fubmiffion to my will and pleafure. On our firft hearing the noife of 

thefe people in the woods, we difplayed our flag, which was now fhewn 

to them as a token of friendfhip. They examined us, and every thing 

about us, with a minute and fufpicious attention. They had heard, in

deed, of white men, but this was the firft time that they had ever feen an 

human being of a complexion different from their own. The party had 

been here but a few hours; nor had they yet ere8ed their llieds; and, 

except the two men now with us, they had all fled, leaving their little 

property behind them. To thofe which had given us fuch a proof of 

their confidence, we paid the mon conciliating attentions in our power. 

One of them I fent to recal his people, and the other, for very obvious 

reafons, we kept with us. In the mean time the canoe was unloaded, the 

nece{fary baggage carried up the hill, and the tents pitched. 

Here I determined UJ remain till the Indians became fo· familiarized 

with us, as to give ~H the intelligence which we imagined might be ob
tained 
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tained from them. In faCt, it had been my intention to land where I 

might moa probably difcover the carrying-place, which was our more 

immediate objea, and undertake marches of two or three days, in differ

ent directions, in fearch of another river. If unfuccefsful in this attempt, 

it was my purpofe to continue my progrefs up the prefent river, as far as 

it was navigable, and if we did not meet with natives to infirua us in 

our further progrefs, I had determined to return to the fork, and take the 

other branch, with the hope of better fortune. 

It was about three in the afternoon when we landed, and at five the 

whole party of Indians were affembled. It confified only of three 

men, three women, and feven or eight boys and girls. With their 

fcratched legs, bleeding feet, and di{hevelled hair, as in the hurry of their 

flight they had left their {hoes and leggins behind them, they difplayed 

a mon: wretched appearance: they were confoled, however, with beads, 

and other trifles, which feemed to pleafe them; they had pemmican alfo 

given them to eat, which was not unwelcome, and in our opinion, at 

lean, fuperior to their own provifion, which confined entirely of dried 
filli. 

When I thought that they were fufIiciently compofed, I fent for the 

men to my tent, to gain filch information refpecting the country as I 

concluded it was in their power to afford me. But my expeEtations were 

by no means fatisfied: they faid that they were not acquainted with any 

river to the Wefiward, but that there was one from whence they were 

juft arrived, over a carrying-place of eleven days march, which they re .. 

prefented as being a branch only of the river before us. Their iron .. 

work 
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work they obtained from the people who inhabit the bank of that river, 1

J
793 < 

une. 

and an adjacent lake, in exchange for beaver {kins, and dreffed moofe L-V.-J 
; 

fkins. They reprefented the latter as travelling, during a moon, to get 

to the country of other tribes, who live in houfes, with whom they traffic 

for the farr.e commodities; and that there alfo extend their journies in the 

fame manner to the fea coail, or, to ufe their expreffion, the Stinking 

Lake, where they trade with people like us, that come there in veffels as 

big as in J nds. They added, that the people to the ,iVellward, as they 

have been tolJ, are yery numerous. Thofe who inhabit the other branch 

they Rated as confiHing of abollt forty families, while they themfelves 

did not amount to more than a fourth of that number; and were 

almon continually c('lllpelled to remain in their {lrong holds, where 

they [omNimrs periilied with cold and hunger, to fecure themfelves from 

their enemiP). who never failed to attack them whenever an opportunity 

prefented it1,~·[ 

This account of the country, from a people who I had every reafon to 

fupp()f~ were well acquainted wil~: every part of it, threatened to difcon

cert tile rrojett on which my heart was fet, and in which my whole 

m!r!rl was occupied. It occurred to me, however, that from fear, or 

other motives, they might be tardy in their communication; I therefore 

affured lhem that, if they would direEl: me to the river \\-hich I defcribed 

to them, I would come in large veffels, like thofe that their neighbours 

had deicribed, to the mouth of it, and bring them arms and ammunition 

in exchange for the produce of their country; fo that they might be 

able to defend themfelves againfi their enemies, and no longer remain in , 

that abject, diftreffed, and fugitive £late in which they then lived. I 

D d added 
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added alfo, that in the mean time, if they would, on my return, accom· 1793· 
J Line. 

'--v--J pany me below the mountains, to a country which was very abundant in 

animals, I would furnifh them, and their companions, with every thing 

they might want; and make peace between them and the Beaver Indians. 

But all thefe promifes did' not appear to advance the objeR of my in

quiries, and they fii1l perfiIled in their ignorance of any fuch river as 

I had mentioned, that difcharged it [elf into the fea. 

In this fiate of perplexity and difappointment, various projeRs pre

iented themfelves to my mind, which were no Cooner formed than they 

were difcovered to be impraRicable, and were confequently abandoned. 

At one time I thought of lea ving the canoe, and every thing it contained, 

to go over land, and pm-fue that chain of connexion by which. there 

people obtain their iron-work; but a very brief courfe of refleRion con

"inced me that it would be impoffible for us to carry provilions for our 

fupport through any confiderable part of fuch a journey, as well as pre· 

rents, to fecure us a kind reception among the natives, and ammunition 

for the fervice of the hunters, and to defend ourfelves againft any aa of 

hofiility. At another time my folicitude for the fuccefs of the expedi

tion incited a willi to remain with the natives, and go to the fea by the 

way they had defcribed; but the accompli{bment of fuch a journey, even 

if no accident {bould interpofe, would have required a portion of time 

which it was not in my power to bellow. In my prefent flate of informa· 

tion, to proceed further up the river was confidered as a fruitlefs walle of 

toilfome exertion; and to return unfuccefsful, after all our labour, fuf· 

ferings, and dangers, was an idea too painful to indulge. Befides, I 

could not yet abandon the hope that the Indians might not yet be fuf. 

ficiently 
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ficiently compofed and confident, to difcIofe their real knowledge of the 

country freely and fully to me. Nor was I altogether without my 

doubts refpeaing the fidelity of my interpreter, who being very much 

tired of the voyage, might be induced to withhold thofe communica

tions which would induce me to continue it. I therefore continued my 

attentions to the natives, regaled them with fuch provillons as I had, 

indulged their children wilh a tane of fugar, and determined to furpend 

my con\'erfation with them till the followlng morning. On my ex

preffing a deGre to partake of their fiili, they brought me a few dried 

trout, weli cured, that had been taken in the river which they lately 

left. One of the men alfo brought me five beaver fi(ins, as a prefent. 

1 i93. 
jur,e. 

L..- v -.-! 

The folicitude that poffeffed my mind interrupted my repofe; \\·hen l\Ionday 10. 

the dawn appeared I had already quitted my bed, and was waiting with 

impatience for another conference with the natives. The lun, how-

ever, had riien before they left their leafy bowers, whither they had re-

tired with their children, having man horpitably reGgned their beds, and 

the partners of them, to the rolicitations of my young men. 

I now repeated my inquiries, but my perplexity was not removed by any 

favourable variation in their anfwers. About nine, however, one of them, 

fEll remaining at my fire, in converration with the interpreters, I undedlood 

enough of his language to know that he mentioned lomething about a 

great river, at the fame time pointing fignificantly up that whieh was b~

fore us. On my inquiring of the interpreter rerpeaing that expreffion, 

I was informed that he knew of a large river that runs towards the mid

day fun" a branch of which flowed near the [ouree of that which we 

were 
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were now navigating; and that there were only three fmalllakes, and as 

many carrying-places, leading to a fmall river, \vhich difCharges itfelf into 

the great river, but that the latter did not empty itfelf into the fea. The 

inhabitants, he faid, built houfes, lived on iilands, and were a numerous 

and warlike people. I defired him to defcribe the road to the other 

river, by delineating it with a piece of coal, on a {hip of bark, which 

he accompIifhed to my fatisfaElion. The opinion that the river did not 

difcharge itrelf into the fea, I very confidently imputed to his ignorance 

of the country. 

1\1 Y hopes 'HTe now renewed, and an objeR prefented itfelf which 

awakened my utmon impatience. To facilitate its attainment, one of 

the Indians was induced, by prefents, to accompany me as a guide to 

the firfl inhabitants, which we might expeC1 to meet on the fmalllakes 

In our way. I accordingly refolved to depart with all expedition, and 

while my people were making every necefI~lfY preparation, I employed 

myfelf in writing the following defcription of the natives around me: 

They are low in fiature, not exceeding five feet fix or feven inches; and 

they are of that meagre appearance which might be expeRed in a people 

whofe life is one fucceffion of difficulties, in procuring fubfiflence. Their 

faces are round, with high cheek bones; and their eyes, wh"ch are fmall, 

are of a dark brown colour; the cartilage of their nofe is perforated, but 

without any ornaments fufpended from it; their hair is of a dingy black, 

hanging loofe and in diforder over their {boulders, but irregularly cut in 

the front, fo as not to obfiruct the fight; their beards are eradicated, 

with the exception of a few {haggling hairs., and their complexion is a 
fwarthy yellow. 

Their 
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Their drefs conGUs of robes made of the {kins of :he beaver, the ground 
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hog, and the rein-deer, dreffed in the hair, and of the moore·frin without L._y _---1 

it. All of them are ornamented with a fringe, while fome of them have 

taffels hanging down the [earns; thofe of the ground hog are decorated 

on the fur fide with the tails of the [.nimal, which they do not fepa~ 

rate from them. Their garments they tie over the fl10ulders, and faften 

them round the middle with a belt of green {kin, which is as iliff as 

horn. Their leggins are long, and, if they were topped with a waifiband, 

might be called trowfers: they, as well as their {hoes, are made of 

dreITed moore, elk, or rein-deer fl(in. The organs of generation they 

leave uncovered. 

The women differ little in their drers from the men, except in the 

addition of an apron, which is fafiened round the wain, and hangs down 

to the knees. They are in general of a more lully make than the other 

[ex, and taller in proportion, but infinitely their inferiors in cleanlinefs. 

A black artificial llripe croITes the face beneath the eye, from ear to ear, 

which I firfi took for [cabs, from the accumulation of dirt on it. Their 

hair, which is longer than that of the men, is divided from the forehead 

to the crown, and drawn back in long plaits behind the ears. They have 

alfo a few white beads, which they get where they procure their iron: 

they are from a line to an inch in length, and are worn in their ears, 

but are not of European manufaClurc. There, with oracelets made 

of horn and bone, com pore all the ornaments which decorate their per-

Il fons. Necklaces of the grilly or white bear's cIa'ss, are worn excIu~ 

fively by the men. 

Their 

~I 
, I 
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Their arms confifi of bows made of cedar, fix feet in length, with a 1793' 
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f..-.-v--.J {hort iron fpike at one end, and ferve occafionally as a fpear. Their 

arrows are well made, barbed, and pointed with iron, flint, fione, or bone; 

they are feathered, and from two to two feet and an half in length; 

They have two kinds of fpears, but both are double edged, and of well 

polifhed iron; one of them is about twelve inches long, and two wide; 

the other about half the width, and two thirds of the length; the {hafts 

of the fidt. are eight feet in length, and the latter fix. They nave alfo 

fpears made of bone. Their knives confifi of pieces of iron, {baped and 

handled by themfelves. Their axes are fomething like our adze, and 

they ufe them in the fame manner as we employ that inHrument. They 

were, indeed, furnifhed with iron in a manner that I could not have fup

pofed, and plainly proved to me that their communication with thofe, 

who communicate with the inhabitants of the fea coail, cannot be very 

difficult, and from their ample provifion of iron weapons, the means of 

procuring it mufi be of a more difiant origin than I had at fira conjec

tured. 

They have fnares made of green {kin, which they cut to the fize of 

fiurgeon twine, and twin: a certain number of them together; and 

though when completed they do not exceed the thickneIs of a cod-line, 

their Hrength is fuH'icient to hold a moore deer: they are from one and 

an half to two fathoms in length. Their nets and fifhing lines are made of 

willow-bark and nf'ttles; thofe made of the latter are finer and fmoother 

than if made with hempen thread. Their hooks are [mall bones, fixed 
in pieces of wood fplit for that purpofe, and tied round with fine 

watape, which has been particularly defcribed in the former voyage. 

Their 
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Their kettles are alfo made of watape, which is fo clofely woven that 

they never leak, and they heat water in them, by putting red-hot £lones 

into it. There is one kind of them, made of fpruce-bark, which they 

hang over the fire, but at fuch a difiance as to receive the heat without 

being within reach of, the blaze; a very tedious operation. They have 

various dillies of wood and bark; fpoons of horn and wood, and buckets; 

bags of leather and net-work, and bafkets of bark, fome of which hold 

their fifhing-tackle, while others are contrived to be carried on the back. 

They have a brown kind of earth in great abundance, with which they 

rub their clothes, not only for ornament but utility, as it prevents the 

leather from becoming hard after it has been wetted. They have fpruce 

bark in great plenty, with which they make their canoes, an operation 

that does not require any great portion of {kill or ingenuity, and is 

managed in the following manner .-The bark is taken off the tree the 

whole length of the intended canoe, which is commonly about eighteen 

feet, and is fewed with watape at both ends; two laths are then laid, and 

fixed- along the edge of the bark which forms the gunwale; in thefe 

are fixed the bars, and againfi them bear the ribs or timbers, that are 

cut to the length to which the bark can be firetched; and, to give addi

tional firength, firips of wood are laid between them: to make the 

whole water-tight, gum is abundantly employed. Thefe veffels carry 

from two to five people. Canoes of a fimilar confiruaion were ufed by 

the Beaver Indians within thefe few years, but they now very generally 

employ thore made of the bark of the birch tree, which are by far more 

durable. Their paddles are about fix feet long, and about one foot is 

occupied by the blade, which is in the fhape of an he~rt. 

Previous 
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Previous to our departure, the natives had caught a couple of trout, 

of about fix pounds weight, which they brought me, and I paid them 

with beads. They likewi!e gave me a net, made of nettles, the {kin of 

a moofe-deer, dreffed, and a white horn in the {hape of a fpoon, which 

refcmbles the horn of the buffalo of the Copper-~line River; but their 

defcription of the animal to which it belongs does not, anfwer to that. 

rvly young men alfo got two quivers of excellent arrows, a collar of 

white bear's claws, of a great length, horn bracelets, and other articles, 
for which they received an ample remuneration. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP T E R VI. 

Continue the vo)'age. State of the river. SuccdJionofcourfts. Sentiment 

oJ the guide. Conical mountain. Continuat£on of courJes. Leave the 

main branch. Enter another. Deftription ofit. Saw beaver. Enter a 

lake. Arrive at the upper flurce of the Unjigah, or Peace River. 

Land, and crofi to a flcond lake. Local circunljlances. Proceed to a 

third lake. Enter a river. Encounter variou.; dijJicult£es. In danger 

of being lojl. The circu17iflances if that jituation deflribed. Alarm and 

diJfotisflElion among the people. They are at length compoJed. The canoe 

repaired. Roads cut through woods. Pafl moraJfes. The guide deflrts. 

After a fuccdJion of difficulties, dangers, and toi{fome marches, we arrive 

. at the great ?-iver. 

1793· 
June. 

AT ten we were ready to embark. I then took leave of the Indians, ~ 
but encouraged them to expea us in two moons, and expre!fed an hope 

that I fhould find them on the road with any of their relations whom 

they might meet. I alfo returned the beaver {kins to the man who had 

prefented them to me, defiring him to take care of them till I came back, 

when I would purchafe them of him. Our guide exprelTed much lefs 

concern about the undertaking in which he had engaged, than his com-

panions, who appeared to be affeaed with great folicitude for his 

fafety. 

Ee \Ve 
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17q.~· We now puChed off the canoe from the bank, and proceeded Eafi half 
June. 

l--v-....J a mile, when a river flowed in from the left, about half as large as that 

which we were navigati\lg. We continued the fame courfe three quar. 

ters of a mile, when we miffed two of our fowling pieces, which had been 

forgotten, and I fent their owners back for them, who were' abfent on 

this errand upwards of an hour. We now proceeded North-EaR by 

EaR half a mile, North-EaR by North three quarters of a mile, when the 

current flackened: there was a verdant fpot on the left, where, from 

the remains of fome Indian timber-work, it appeared, that the natives 

have frequently encamped. Our next courfe was Eaft one mile, and 

we faw a ridge of mountains covered with [now to the South-EaR. The 

land on our right was low and mar(hy for three or four miles, when it 

rofe into a range of heights that extended to the mountains. We pro

ceeded Eafi-South-Eafi a mile and an half, South-EaR by Eaft one mile, 

Eafl: by South three quarters of a mile, South-Eafl: by Eafl: one mile, EaR 

by South half a mile, North-EaR by EaR one mile, South-EaR half a 

mile, EaH-North-EaR a mile and a quarter, South-South-EaR half a 

mile, North-North-EaR a mile and an half: here a river flowed in from 

the left, which was about one-fourth part as large as that which re

ceived its tributary waters. We then continued Eaft by South half 

a mile, to the foot of the mountain on the South of the above river. 

The courfe now veered {hort, South-'lVeft by 'VeR three quarters 

of a mile, EaR by South a quarter of a mile, South half a mile, 

Somh-Eafi by South half a mile, South-'V eft a quarter of a mile, EaR 

by South a quarter of a mile, veered to Weft-North-Weft a quarter of a 

rCli!e, South-Weft one eighth of a mile, Eaft South.Eafl: one quarter of a 

mile, EaR one fixth of a mile, South-South. Weft one twelfth of a mile, 

EaR 
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Eaft South·Eaft one eighth of a mile, North-EaR by EaR one third of a 1793· 
June. 

mile, Eaft by North one twelfth of a mile, North-EaR by EaH one third '--v--' 

of a mile, Eaft one fixteenth of a mile, South-EaR one twelfth of a 

mile, North-Eaft by Eaft one twelfth of a mile, Eaft one eighth of a 

mile, and EaR-South-Eaft half a mile, when we landed at feven o'clock 

and encamped. During the greateR part of the difiance we came to-

day, the river runs clofe under the mountains on the left. 

The morning was clear and cold. On my interpretees encouraging Tuefday 1 ,

the guide to difpel all apprehenfion, to maintain his fidelity to me, and 

not to defert in the night, " How is it poffible for me," he replied, "to 

" leave the lodge of the Great Spirit !-'iVhen he tells me that he has no 

" further occafion for me, I will then return to my children." As we 

proceeded, however, he foon lon, and with good reafon, his exalted 

notions of me. 

At four we continued our voyage, fleering EaR by South a mile and 

an half, EaR by EaR half a mile. A river appeared on the left, at 

the foot of a mountain which, from its conical form, my young 

Indian called the Beaver Lodge Mountain. Having proceeded South

South-EaR half a mile, another river appeared from the right. We now 

came in a line with the beginning of the mountains we iaw yefler

day: others of the fame kind ran parallel with them on the left fide 

of the river, which was reduced to the breadth of fifteen yards, and 

with a moderate current. 

V~Te now fleered EaU-North-Eafl one eighth of a mile, South-Eafi by 

E e '2 South 
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South one eighth of a mile, EaR-South-Eafi one fixth of a mile, South. 

.WeR one eighth of a mile, Eafi-South-EaR one eighth of a mile, South

South-EaR one llxth of a mile, North-EaR by EaR one twelfth of a 

mile, EaR-South-EaR half a mile, South-vVefi by WeR one third of a 

mile, South-South-EaR one eighth of a mile, South-South-WeR one 

quarter of a mile, North-EaR one llxth of a mile, South by WeR one 

fourth of a mile, EaR three quarters of a mile, and North-EaR one 

quarter of a mile. Here the mountain on the left appeared to be com

pored of a rucceffion of round hills, covered with wood almoft to their 

fummits, which were white with [now, and crowned with withered trees. 

We now Reered Eafi, in a line with the high lands on the right five miles; 

North one twelfth of a mile, North-EaR by North one eighth of a mile, 

South by EaR one fixteenth of a mile, North-EaR by North one fourth 

of a mile, where another river fell in from the right; North-Eafi by Eaft 

one fixth of a mile, Eafl: two miles and an half, South one twelfth of a 

mile, North-Eafl half a mile,. South-EaR one third of a mile, Eail one 

mile and a quarter, South-South. \VeR one fixteenth of a mile, North

Eafi by Eail: half a mile, Eafl: one mile and three quarters, South and 

South-Wefi by vVeR half a mile, North-Eafi half a mile, South one third 

of a mile, North-Eafi by North one fixth of a mile, Eafi by South one 

fourth of a mile, South one eighth of a mile, South-EaR thz;ee quarters of 

a mile. The canoe had taken in fo much water, that it was nece{fary fo~ 
us to land here, in order to flop the leakage, which occafion~d the delay of 

an hour and a quarter, North-EaH a quarter of a mile, Eafi-North-Eaft 

a quarter of a mile, SOuth-EaR by South a fixteenth of a mile, Eaft by 

South a twelfth of a mile, North-EaR one fixth of a mile, Eail-South

EaR one fixteenth of a mile~ South-WeR half a mile, North-EaR a 

quarter 
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quarter of a mile, Eafi by South half a mile, South-South-Eafi one j~~l~: 
twelfth of a mile, Eafi half a mile, North-Eafi by North a quarter of '--v--' 

a mile, South-South-EaR a quarter of a mi1e, North-Eafi by North one 

twelfth of a mile, where a {mall river flowed in from the left, South. 

Eafi by Eafl: one twelfth of a mile, South by Eafi a quarter of a mile, 

South-Eafi. one eighth of a mile, Eafi one twelfth of a mile, N orth-Eafl 

by North a quarter of a mile, South half a mile, South-EaR by South 

one eighth of a mile, North-Eafi one fourth of a mile, South-Eafl by 

EaR, and South-EaR by South one third of a mile, EaR-South-Eafl, and 

North-N orth-Eafl one third of a mile, and South by "Veft, EaR, and 

Eafi-N orth-Eafl: one eighth of a mile. 

Here we quitted the main branch, which, according to the informa

tion of our guide, terminates at a {bart difiance, where it is fupplied by 

the fnow which covers the mountains. In the fame direaion is a valley 
J 

which appears to be of very great depth, and is full of fnow, that rifes 

nearly to the height of the land, and forms a reIervoir of itfelf fuHicient 

lQ furnifh a river, whenever there is a moderate degree of heat. The 

branch which we left was not, at this time, more than ten yards broad, 

while that which we entered was nill lefs. Here the current was very 

trifling, and the channel fo meandering, that \\'e fometimes found it dif

ijcult to work the canoe forward. The fhaight courfe from this to 

~he entrance of a {mall lake or pond, is about EaH one mile. This 

entrance. by:, the river into the lake was almofl choked up by a 

quantity of drift-wood, which appeared to me to be an extraordi. 

pary circumfiance; but I afterwards found that it falls down from 

the nlountains. The water, however, was fo high, that the country 

was 
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1793, was entirely overflowed, and we paffed with the canoe among the 
June. 

~ branches of trees. The principal wood along the banks is fpruce, 

intermixed with a few white birch, growing on detached fpots, the 

intervening fpaces being covered with willow and alder. We ad~ 

vanced about a mile in the lake, and took up our fiation for the night 

at an old Indian encampment. Here we expeaed to meet with natives, 

but were difappointed; but our guide encouraged us with the hope of 

feeing fome on the morrow. We faw beaver in the courfe of the after .. 

noon, but did not difcharge our pieces, from the fear of alarming the 

inhabitants; there were alfo fwans in great numbers, with geefe and 

ducks, which we did not difiurb for the fame reafon. We obferved alfo 

the tracks of moore-deer that had croffed the river; and wild parfneps 

grew here in abundance, which have been already mentioned as a grate

ful vegetable. Of birds, we faw blue jays, yellow birds, and one beauti

ful humming-bird: of the firfi and lafl, I had not feen any fince I had 

been in the N orth-vVeft. 

The weather was the [arne as yefierday, and we proceeded between three 

6lnd four in the morning. We took up the net which we had fet the pre

ceding evening, when it contained a trout, one white filli, one carp, and 

three jub. The lake is about two miles in length, Eaft by South, and from 

three to five. hundred yards wide. This I confider as the highefi and 

Southernmofi fource of the Unjigah, or Peace River, latitude, 54. 24~ 

North, longitude 121. \Vefi of Greenwich, which, after a winding courfe 

through a vaft extent of country, receiving many large rivers in its pro .. 

grefs, and palling through the Slave Lake, empties itfelf into the Fro.zeD 

Ocean, in 70. North latitude, and about 135 V\T ell longitude. 

We 
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We landed and unloaded, where we found a heaten path leading 1793· 
June. 

over a low ridge of land of eight hundred and feventeen paces in length l""~T'-_' 

to .another fmall lake. The diflance between the two mountains at this 

place is about a quarter of a mile, rocky precipices prerenting them-

felves on both fides. A few large fpruce trees and liards were fcat-

tered over the carrying-place. There were alfo willows along the 

fide of the water, with plenty of grafs and weeds. The natives had left 

their old canoes here, with baikets hanging on the trees, which contained 

various articles. From the latter I took a net, fame hooks, a goat's-

horn, and a kind of wooden trap, in which, as our guide informed me~ 

the ground-hog is taken. I left, however, in exchange, a knife, fame 

fire-freels, beads, awls, &c. Here two flreams tumble down the rocks 

from the right, and lore themfelves in the lake which we had left; while 

two others fall from the oppofite heights, and glide into the lake which 

we were approaching; this being the highefr point of land dividing thefe 

waters, and we are now going with the flream. This lake runs in the fame 

courfe as the lafl, but is rather narrower, and not more than half the length. 

We were obliged to clear away fame floating drift-wood to get to the 

carrying-place, over which is a beaten path of only an hundred and 

feventy-five paces long. The lake empties itfelf by a fmall river, which, 

if the channel were not interrupted by large I.r,· e:> that had fallen acrois 

it, would have admitted of our canoe with all its lading: the impedi .. 

ment, indeed, might have been removed by two axe-men in a few hours. 

On the edge of the water, we obferved a large quantity of thick, yellow, 

fcum or froth, of an acrid tafie and froeH. 
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1793· We embarked on this lake, which is in the fame courfe, and about 
June. 

"----v-.-J the {arne fize as that which we had jufi left, and from whence we paffed 

into a fmall river, that was fo full of fallen wood, as to employ fOll}e 

time, and require fome exertion, to force a paffage. At the entrance, it 

afforded no more water than was jufi fufficient to bear the canoe; but it 

was foon increafed by many fmall fireams \vhich came in broken rills 

down the rugged fides of the mountains, and were furnifhed, as I fup
pofe, by the melting of the fnow. Thefe accdfory fireamlets had all the 

coldnefs of ice. Our courfe continued to be obHruaed by banks of 

gravel, as well as trees which had fallen acrofs the river. \lVe were 

obliged to force our way through the one, and to cut through the other, 

at a great expence of time and trouble. In many places the current 

was alfo very rapid and meandering. At four in the afternoon, we 

fiopped to unload and carry, and at five we entered a fmall round lake 

of about one third of a mile in diameter. From the Iafi lake to this 

is, I think, in a firaight line, Eafl by South fix miles, though it is twic~ 

that difiance by the winding of the river. We again entered the river, 
• 

which foon ran with great rapidity, and rullied impetuoufly over a bed of 

flat fiones. At half pan: fix we were fiopped by two large trees that lay 

acrors the river, and it was with great difficulty that the canoe was pre

vented from driving againH them. Here we unloaded and formed our 

encampment. 

The weather was cloudy and raw, and as the circumfiances of this 

da y's voyage had compelled us to be frequently in the water, which 

was cold as ice, we were almofi in a benumbed frate. Some of the 

people who had gone alliore to lighten the canoe, experienced great dif-

ficulty 
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ficulty in reaching us, from the rugged Hate of the country; it was, in... J179:3o 
'-J UI,e. 

deed, aimon dark when they arrived. 'vVe had no [ooner landed than ~ 

I fent two men down the river to bring me fome account of its circum-

fiances, that I might form a judgment of the difficulties which might 

await us on the motTO",'; and they brought back a fearful detail of rapid 

currents, fallen trees, and large fiones. At this place our guide mani-

fefied evident fymptoms of dikontent : he had been very much alarmed 

in going down fame of the rapids with us, and expreffed an anxiety to 

return. He {hewed us a mountain, at no great diflance, which he re

prefented as being on the other fide of a river, into which this empties 

itfelf. 

At an early hour of this morning the men began to cut a road, in Thurfday 1~, 

order to carry the canoe and lading b~yond the rapid; and by feven they 

were ready. That bufine[s was roon effeaed, and the canoe reladen, 

to proceed with the current which ran with great rapidity. In order to 

lighten her, it was my intention to walk with fome of the people; but 

thore in the boat with great earneHnefs requeued me to embark, de-

daring, at the [arne time, that, if they perillied, I !bould perirh with 

them. I did not then imagine in how {hart a period their apprehenfion 

would be juflified. vVe accordingly pufi1ed off, and had proceeded but 

a very fhort way when the canoe {huck, and notwithfianding all our ex-

ertions, the violence of the current was [0 great as to drive her fideways 

down the river', and break her by the firfl bar, when I infiantly jumped 

into the water, and the men followed my example; but before we could 

fet her {haight, or fiop her, we came to deeper water, fo that we were 

oblige.d tore·cmbark with the utmofl: precipitation. One of the men 

F f who 
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who was not fufficiently active, was left to get on thore in the bell man

ner in his power. 'Ve had hardly regained our fituations when we 

drove againfl a rock which {hattered the fiern of the canoe in fuch a 

manner, that it held only by the gunwales, fo that the fieerfman could 

no longer keep his place. The violence of this {hoke drove us to the 

oppofite fide of the river, which is but narrow, when the bow met with 

the fame fate as the fiern. At this moment the foreman feized on fame 

branches of a fmall tree in the hope of bringing up the canoe, but fuch 

was their elaflicity that, in a manner not eafily defcribed, he was jerked 

on {hore in an infiant, and with a degree of violence that threatened his 

dellruElion. But we had no time to turn from our own fituation to inquire 

what had befallen him; for, in a few moments, we came acrofs a cafcade 

which broke feveral large holes in the bottom of the canoe, and fiarted 

all the bars, except one behind the/cooping feat. If this accident, how

ever, had not happened, the veffel mull have been irretrievably overfet. 

The wreck becoming flat on the water, we all jumped out, while the 

fieerfman, who had been compelled to abandon his place, and had not 

recovered from his fright, called out to his companions to fave themfelves. 

My peremptory commands fuperfeded the effects of his fear, and they all 

held faft to the wreck; to which fortunate refolution we owed our fafety, 

as ,v'e fhould otherwife have been dafiled againH the rocks by th~ force 

of the water, or driven over the caICades. In this condition we were 

forced feveral hundred yards, and every yard on the verge of defiruClion ; 

but, at length, we mon fortunately arrived in {hallow water and a [mall 

eddy, where we were enabled to make a Hand, from the we1bht of the canoe 

fi ' 1 ' re mg on t.1e llones, rather than from any exertlons of our exhaufied 

Hrength. For though our efforts were {bort, they were pUihed to the 

utmofi" 
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utmon, as life or death depended on them. This alarming fcene, with 

all its terrors and dangers, occupied only a few minutes; and in the pre

rent [ufpenfioll of it, we called to the people on !hore to come to our 

affifiance, and they immediately obeyed the fummons. The foreman, 

however, was the firfl with us; he had efcaped unhurt frOln the extraor· 

dinary jerk with which he \'.;as thrown out of the boat, and jufi as we 

were beginning to take our effeE1:s out of the water, he appeared to give his 

aHiflance. The Indians, when they faw our deplorable utuation, inaead 

of making the leafl: effort to help us, fat down and gave vent. to their 

tears. I was on the outude of the canoe, where I remained till every 

thing was got on {hare, in a fiate of great pain from the extreme cold of 

the water; fa that at length, it was with difficulty I could frand, from 

the benumbed {late of mv limbs. 
J 

The lors was confiderable and important, for it confined of our whole 

flock of balls, and fame of our furniture; but there confiderations were 

forgotten in the irnpreffions of our miraculous efcape. Our firfi inquiry 

was after the abfent man, whom in the firft moment of danger, we had left 

to get on {hare, and in a {hort time his appearance removed our anxiety. 

We had, however, funained no perronal injury of confequence, and my 

bruifes feemed to be in the greater proportion. 

J'l.ll the different articles were now [pread out to dry. The powder 

had fortunately received no damage, and all my infiruments had ekaped. 

Indeed, when my people began to recover from their alarm, and to enjoy 

a fenle of fafety, fome of them, if not all, were by no means forry for 

F f 2 our 
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1793. our late misfortune, from the hope that it mua put a period to our.-

'-.!.~~ voyage, particularly as we were without a canoe, and aU the bullets funk 

in the river. It did not, indeed, feem poHible to them that we could pro

ceed under thefe circumilances. I liaened, however, to the obfervations. 

that were made on the occaGon without replying to them, till their panic 

was difpelled, and they had got themfelves warm and comfortable, with. 

an hearty meal, and rum enough to raife their fpirits. 

I then addreiled them, by recommending them all to be thankful 

for their late very narrow efcape. I alfo Hated, that the navigation 

was not impracticable in itfelf, but from our ignorance of its courfe;. 

and that our late experience would enable us to purfue our voyage 

with greater fecurity. I brought to their recollection, that I did not 

deceive them, and that they were made acquainted with the diffi

culties and dangers they mua expeB: to encounter, before they en· 

gaged to accompany me. I alfo urged the honour of conquering dif

allers, and the difgrace that would attend them on their return home~ 

without having attained the objeB: of the expedition. Nor did I fail 

to mention the courage and refolution which was the peculiar boan: of 

the North men; and that I depended on them, at that moment, for the 

maintenance of their charaRer. I quieted their apprehenGon as to the 

lo[s of the bullets, by bringing to their recollection that we £liB had {hot 

from which they might be manufaClured. I at the fame time acknow· 

ledged the difficulty of relloring the wreck of the canoe, but confided in 

our fkill and exertion to put it in [uch a Hate as would carry us on to 

where we might procure bark, and build a new one. In lliort, my ha-

rangue 
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1793' 
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rangue produced the defired effea, and a very general arrent appeared to 

go ,vherever I (bould lead the way. ~ 

Various opinions were offered in the prefent ponure of affairs, and it 

was rather a general willi that the wreck {hould be abandoned, and all 

the lading carried to the river, which Ollr guide informed us was at no 

great diHance, and in the vicinity of woods where he believed there \It,as 

plenty of bark. This projeH feemed not to promife that certainty to 

which I looked in my prefent operations j befides, I had my doubts ref

peaing the views of my guide, and confequently could not confide in the 

reprefentation he made to me. I therefore difpatched two of the men 

at nine in the morning, with one of the young Indians, for I did not 

venture to trufi the guide Ollt of my fight, in fearch of bark, and to 

endeavour, if it were pollible, in the courfe of the day, to penetrate to 

the great river, into which that before us difcharges itfelf in the direc

tion which the guide had communicated. I now joined my people 

in order to repair~ as well as circumflances would admit, .our wreck of 

a canoe, and I began to fet them the example. 

At noon I had an altitude, which gave S1. 23. North latitude. At 

four in the afternoon I took time, with the hope that in the night I might 

obtain an obfervation of Jupiter, and his fatellites, but I had not a fuffi

cient horizon, from the propinquity of the mountains. The refult of 

my calculation for time was 1. 38. 28. flow apparent time. 

It now grew late, and the people who had been rent on the ex

curfion already mention~d, were not yet returned; about ten o'clock, 

however~ 
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however, I heard a man halloo, and I very gladly returned the figna1. 1793· 
June. 
L_~ In a fi10rt time our young Indian arrived with a fmall roll of indifferent 

bark: he was oppreffed \\'ith fatigue and hunger, and his clothes torn to 

rags: he had parted with the other t'l."O men at fun-let, who had walked 

the whole day, in a dreadful country, without procuring any good bark, 

or being able to get to the large river. His account of the river, on whore 

banks we were, could not be more unfavourable or difcouraging; it had 

appeared to him to be little more than a fucceffion of falls and rapids, 

with occaGonal interruptions of fallen trees. 

Our guide became Ia diffatisfiecl and troubled in mind, that we could 

not obtain from him any regular account of the country before us. All 

we could colleCt frOlll him was, that the river into which this empties 

itfelf is but a branch of a large river, the great fork being at no great dir .. 

tance from the confluence of thi'); and that he knew of no lake, or large 

body of fiiIl 'water, . in the \'icinity of there rivers. To this account of 

the country, he added fome firange, fanciful, but terrifying dercripe 

tions of the natives, Gmilar to thore which were mentioned in the former 

voyage. 

,iVe had an efcape this day, ,vhich I mufl add to the many infiances of 

good fortune which I experienced in this perilous expedition. The 

powder had been fpread out, to the amount of eighty pounds weight, to 

receive the air; and, in this fituation, one of the men carele!sly and 

compored]y walked acrors it with a lighted pipe in his mouth, but with

out any ill conrequence rerulting from fuch an aCt of criminal negligence. 

I need not add that one fpark might have put a period to all my anxiety 

and ambition. 

Iobferved 
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I obferved feveral trees and plants on the banks of this river, which I 
had not feen to the North of the latitude 52. fuch as the cedar, maple, 

hemlock, &c. At this time the water role fail, and paffed on with the 

rapidity of an arrow !bot frOtTI a bow. 

22~ 

1 i'l'3. 
June. 

'-.---J 

The weather was fine, clear, and warm, and at an early hour of the Friday 14-

morning we refumed our repair of the canoe. At half pail feven our 

two men returned hungry and cold, not having tailed food, or enjoyed 

the leafi repore for twenty-four hours, with their clothes torn into tatters, 

and their fkin lacerated, in paffing thrcugh the woods. Their account 

was the fame as that brought by the Indian, with this exception, that they 

had reafon to think they faw the river, or branch which our guide had 

mentioned; but they ,vere of opinion that from the frequent obHruClions 

in this river, ,re !bould have to carry the whole way to it, through a 

dreadful country, where much time and labour would be required to 

open a paClage through it. 

Difcouraging as thefe accounts were, they did not, however, interrupt 

for a moment the taCk in v; hich we were engaged, of repairing the canoe; . 
and this work we contrived to complete by the conclufion of the day. 

The bark which was brought by the Indian, with fome pieces of oil

cloth, and plenty of gum, enabled us to put our fl1attered vdTe! in a con-

• dition to anfwer our preIcnt purpofes. The guide, who has been men

tioned as manifefiing continual figns of diITatisfaEtion, now aITumed an air 

of contentment, which I attributed to a rmoke that was vifible in the 

direaion of ~he river; as he naturally expt·aed, if we filould fall in with 

any natives, which was now "ery probable, from fuch a c~rcumfiance, 

that 
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that he fhould be releafed from a fervice which he had found fo irkfome 

and full of danger. I had an obfervation at noon, which made our lati

tude 54. 23. 43. North. I alfo took time, and found it flow apparent 

time 1. 38. 4 i· 

~aturday 15. The weather continued the [arne as the preceding day, and according to 

the direElions which I had pre\'iouily given, my people began at a very early 

hour to open a road, through which we might carry a part of our lading; 

as I was fearful of rifquing the whole of it in the canoe, in its prefent 

weak nate, and in a part of the ri \'cr \v hich is full of fll0als and rapids. 

Four men were employed to condua her, lightened as file was of twelve 

packages. They pafTed feveral dangerous places, and met with various 

obflruaions, the current of the river being frequently flopped by rafts 

of drift wood, and fallen trees, fo that after fourteen hours hard labour 

we had not made more than three miles. Our courre was South-Eafi 

by Eafi, and as we had not met with any accident, the men appeared to 

feel a renewed courage to continue their voyage. In the morning, how· 

ever, one of the crew, \,,'hofe name was Beauchamp, peremptorily refufed 

to embark in the canoe. This being the firfi exanple of abfolute dif

obedience which had yet appeared dUl:ing the courre of our expedition, 

I fhould not have pafTed it over without taking fome very fevere means 

to prevent a repetition of it; but as he had the general charaaer of a 

fimple fellow, among l1is companions, and had been frightened out of 

what little fenfe he poffefTed, by our late dangers, I rather preferred to 

confider him as unworthy of accompanying us, and to reprefent him 

as an objea of ridicule and contem pt for his pufillanimous behaviour; 

though, in faa" he was a very ufeful, aaive, and lahorious man . 

. " At 
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At the clofe of the day we afTernbled round a blazing fire; and the 
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whole party, being enlivened with the ufual beverage which I fupplied s.-.,-...J 

on there occaGons, forgot their fatigues and apprehenfions; nor did 

they fail to anticipate the plcafure they fhould enjoy in getting clear 

- of their prefent difficulties, and gliding onwards with a Hrong and neady 

{hearn, which our guide had defcribed as the charaB:eriflic of the large 

river we foon expeB:ed to enter. 

The fin~ weather continued, and "we began our work, as we had done Sunday 16. 

the preceding day; forne were occupied in opening a road, others were 

carrying, and the refl employed in conduaing the canoe. I was of the 

firfl party, and loon dikovered that \\;-e had encamped about half 

a mile above feveral falls, over which we could not attempt to run the 

canoe, lightened even as !he was. This circumflance rendered it necer-

far), that the road illould be made fufficiently wide to admit the canoe to 

pars; a tedious and toilfome work. In running her dO\fn a rapid above 

the falls, an hole was broken in her bottom, which occaGoned a confi-

derable delay, as we were deflitute of the materials necefhny for her 

effcEtual reparation. On my being informed of tbis misfortune, I re-

turned, and ordered ~.:Ir. Mackay, with two Indians, to quit their occu-

pation in making the road, and endeavour to penetrate to the great 

river, according to the direEtion which the guide had communicated, 

without paying any attention to the com"re of the ri\"cr before us. 

\Vhen fhe people had repaired the canoe in the befl manner they were 

able, we conduaed her to the head of the falls; {he was then unloaded 

and taken out of the water, \\"hen "\,"e carried her for a confiderabJe d:r· 
tann? 
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tance through a low, fwampy country. I appointed four men to this 

laborious office, which they executed at the peril of their lives, for the 

canoe was now become fo heavy, from the additional quantity of bark 

and gum neceffary to patch her up, that two men could not carry her 

more than an hundred yards, without being relieved; and as their way 

lay through deep mud, which was rendered more difficult by the roots 

and profirate trunks of trees, they were every moment in danger of fall

ing; and beneath fuch a weight, one falfe fiep might have been attended 

with fatal confequences. The other two men and myfelf followed as fall: 

as we could, with the lading. Thus did we toil till feven o'clock in the 

evening, to get to the termination of the road that had been made in the 

mormng. Here Mr. Mackay and the Indian joined us, after having been 

at the river, which they reprefented as rather large. They had alfo ob

ferved, that the lower part of the river before us was fo full of fallen wood, 

that the attempt to clear a pafTage through it, would be an unavailing 

labour. The country through which they had pafTed was morafs, and 

almofi impenetrable wood. In pailing over one of the embarras, our dog, 

which was following them, fell in, and it was with very great difficulty 

that he was faved, as the current had carried him under the drift. They 

brought with them two geefe, which had been {hot in the courfe of their 

expedition. To add to our perplexities and embarrafTments, we were 

perfecuted by mufquitoes and fand-flies, through the whole of the day. 

The extent of our journey was not more than two miles South-Eall; 

and fo much fatigue and pain had been fuffered in the courfe of it, that 

my people, as might be expeaed, looked forward to a continuance of 

it with difcouragement and difmay. I was, indeed, informed that mur-

murs 



NORTH-WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA. 

murs prevailed among them, of which, however, I took no notice. '793· 
June. 

'iVhen We were affembled together for the night, I gave each of them a '--....,.-J 

dram, and in a {hort time they retired to the repofe which they fo much 

required. We could difcover the termination of the mountains at a 

confidetable difiance on either fide of us, which, according to my con-

jeaure, marked the courfe of the great river. On the mountains to the 

Eafi there were feveral fires, as their fmokes were very vifible to us. 

ExcefIive heat prevailed throughout the day. 

Having fat up till twelve lafi night, which had been my confiant prac- Monday.,. 

tice fince we had taken our prefent guide, I awoke Mr. Mackay to watch 

him in turn. I then laid down to reH, and at three I was awakened 

to be informed that he had deferted. Mr. Mackay, with whom I was 

difpleafed on this occafion, and the Cancre, accompanied by the dog, 

went in fearch of him, but he had made his efcape: a defign which he 

had for fome time meditated, though I had done every thing in my power 

to induce him to remain with me. 

This misfortune did not produce any relaxation in our exertIons. 

At an early hour of the morning we were all employed in cutting a par

rage of three quarters of a mile, through which we carried our canoe and 

cargo, when we put her into the water with her lading, but in a very 

{bort time were fiopped by the drift-wood, and were obliged to land 

and carry. In {hart, we purfued our alternate journies, by land and 

water, till noon, when we could proceed no further, from the various 

fmall unnavigable channels into which the river branched in every di· 

rection; and no other mode of getting forward now remained for us, but 

G g 2 by 
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by cutting a road acrofs a neck of land. I accordingly difpatched two 

men to aICc:rtain the exaEl difiance, and we employed the interval of their 

abfence in unloading and getting the canoe out of the water. It was 

eight in the evening \\"hen we arrived at the bank of the great river. 

This journey was three quarters of a mile Eafl-North-Eafl, tl1tough a 

continued [wamp, where, in many places, we waded up to the middle of 

our thighs. Our courfe in the [mall river was about South-Eafi by Eafl 

three miles. At length we enjoyed, after all our toil and anxiety, the in ... 

expreffible fatisfaEtion of finding ourfelves on the bank of a navigable 

river, on the "Yen fide of the firfi great range of mountains. 

CHAP. 
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1 iCJ.'3' 

I 
Junc. 

T rained throughout the night and till fe~;en in the morning; nor was ~uel~~t. 
I fony tL..tt the weather gave Ine an excufe for indulging my people with 

that additional ren, which their fatigues, during the Iafi three days, ren-

dered [0 comfortable to them. Before eight, however, we were on the 

water, and driven on by a {hong current, when we fieered Eafl-Sol1th-

Eafl half a mile, South-Weft. by South half a mile, South-South-Eall. 

half a mile, South-Weft half a mile, went round to North-Wefl half a 

n1ile, 
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mile, backed South-South-Eall three quarters of a mile, South-South .. 

Wefl: haIfa mile, South by Eafl: a quarter ofa mile, and South-Well by 

South three quarters of a mile. Here the water had fallen confiderably, 

fo that feveral mud and fand-banks were vifible. There was alfo an hill 

ahead, W ell-South-Vvefi. 

The weather was fo hazy that we could not fee acrofs the river, which 

is here about two hundred yards wide. We now proceeded South by 
Well one third of a mile, when we faw a confiderable quantity of beaver 

work along the banks, North-North-We~ half a mile, South-vVeft by 

Wen: one mile and an half, South-South-Wen one third of a mile, 

Wen by South one third of a mile, South by Eafi half a mile. Moun

tains rofe on the left, immediately above the river, whofe fummits were 

covered with fnow; South-Wefi half a mile, South a quarter of a mile, 

South-Eafi one third of a mile, South-South-Well half a mile. Here 

are feveral iilands, we then veered to Well by South a third of a mile, 

South-South-Eall a fixth of a mile. On the right, the land is high, 

rocky, and covered with wood, Well: South-Well one mile, a fmall river 

running in from the South-Eafl:, South-Wen half a mile, South three 

quarters of a mile, South-Well half a mile, South by Well half a mile. 

Here a rocky point protrudes from the left, and narrows the river to an 

hundred yards; South-Eafl half a mile, Eall by South one eighth of a 

mile. The current now was very {hong, but perfealy fafe, South~Eafl: 

by South an eighth of a mile, Well by North one third of a mile, South 

by Wen: a twelfth of a mile, South-Well one fourth of a mile. Here 

the high land terminates on one fide of the river, while rocks rife to a 

confiderable hejght immediately above the other, and the channel widens 

to 
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to an hundred and fifty yards, Weft by South one mile. The river now ! 793· 
• .J une. 

narrows agaIn between rocks of a moderate height, North·North.Eafl: an L-V----J 

eighth of a mile, veered to South-Well an eighth of a mile, South and 

'South-Weft half a mile. The country appeared to be low, as far as I 

could judge of it from the canoe, as the view is confined by woods at 

the difiance of about an hundred yards from the banks. Our courfe 

continued 'Vell by North two miles, North half a mile, North. Well: a 

quarter of a mile, South-Weft two miles, North-Weft three quarters of a 

mile; when a ridge of high land appeared in this direRion, Well one 

mile. A fmall river flowed in from the North, South a quarter of a mile, 

North-Weft haIfa mile, South-South-Wefi two miles and an half, South. 

Eafi three quarters of a mile; a rivulet loft itfelf in the main fiream, Well

North. Weft half a mile. Here the current flackened, and we proceeded 

South-South-W eft three quarters of a mile, South-Weft three quarters of 

a mile, South by Eaft three quarters of a mile, South-Eafi by Eaft one mile, 

when it veered gradually to Weft North-Well half a mile; the river being 

fun of iflands. We proceeded due North, with little current, the river 

prefenting a beautiful {beet of water for a mile and an half, South-Weft 

by Well one mile, Weft-North-vVell one mile, when it veered round to 

South-Eafi one mile, Wen: by North one mile, South·EaR one mile, Well 

by North three quarters of a mile, South one eighth of a mile, when we 

came to an Indian cabin of late ereRion. Here was the great fork, of 

which our guide had informed us, and it appeared to be the largeft branch 

from the South-EaH. It is about half a mile in breadth, and affumes the 

form of a lake. The current was very flack, and we got into the middle 

of the channel, when we fteered Weft, and founded in fix teen feet water. 

A ridge of high land now firetched on, as it were, acrofs our prefent 

direClion ~ 
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17Q'3· direElion: this courfe was three miles. '~le then proceeded Well-South-
June. 

~-v--..J Wen two miles, and founded in twenty-four feet watef. Here the river nar-

rowed and the current increafed. Vve then continued our courfe North. 

North-Wefl three quarters of a mile, a fmall river falling in from the 

North-Eafl. It now veered to South by Wefl one mile and a quarter, 

Wefl-South-\iVeH four miles and an half# \iVefl by North one mile and a 

quarter, North-Well by \Yefl one mile, Vvell a mile and a quarter: 

the land was high on both fides, and the river narrc;>wed to an hundred 

and fifty, or two hundred yards; N orth-Y\T eft three quarters of a mile, 

South- \ \T efl by Sout~l two miles and an half: here its breadth again 

.increafed; South by \'Veil: one mile, Well-South. \Yefl half a mile, South

\'Tefl by South three miles, South-South-Eall one mile, with a [mall 

river running in from the left, South with a {hong current one mile, then 

Eafl three quarters of a mile, South-Weft one mile, South-South-Eafi 

a mile and an half; the four Ian diflances being a continual rapid; South

"Veft by \Yeft one mile, Eafl-N orth-EaH a mile and an half, Eafi·South

Eail: one mile, wheL a [mall river flowed in on the right; South.\\Tefi 

by South two miks and an half, when another [mall river appeared from 

the fame quarter; South by Eafl half a mile, and South-Wen by \i\"eft 

one mile and a quarter: here we landed for the nigl).t. When we had 

paffed the laft river we obferved fmoke rifing from it, as if produced by 

fires that had been fren1 ligL ted; I therefore concl uded that there were 

natives on its banks; but I was uln\,illing to fatigue my people, by 

pulling back againfi the current in order to go in (earch of them. , .. 

This river appeared, from its high water-mark, to have fallen no more 

than one foot, while the [maIler branch, from a fimilar meafurement, had 

funk 
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funk two feet and an half. On 'our entering it, we raw a flock of ducks j~;~: 

which were entirely white, except the bill and part of the wings. The I.--v --' 

weather was cold and raw throughout the day, and the wind South-Weft. 

We faw fmoke rifing in columns from many parts of the woods, and I 
·{bould have been more anxious to fee the natives, if there had been any 

perfon with me who could have introduced me to them; but as that 

objeB: could not be then attained without confiderable lofs of time, I de-

termined to purrue the navigation while it continued to be fa favourable, 

and to wait till my return, if no very convenient opportunity offered in 

the ~ean time, to engage in an intercourfe with them. 

The morning was foggy, and at three we were on the water. At half \Vednef. 19, 

paR that hour, our courfe was Eaft by South three quarters of a mile, a 
fmall river flowing in from the right. We then proceeded South by EaH 

balf a mile, and South-South.·Weft a mile and an half. During the lafl: 

-diRance, clouds of thick fmoke rofe from the woods, that darkened the at· 

mofphere, accompanied with a {hong odour of the gum of cyprefs and the 

fpruce-fir. Our courfes continued to be South-Well a mile and a quar-

-ter, North-Well: by \i'\T ell three quarters of a mile, South-SGuth-Eafi a mile 

and a quarter, EaR three quarters of a mile, South-Wefi one mile, vVefr 

by South three quarters of a mile, South-Eafr by South three quarters of 

a mile, South by Weft half a mile, Weft by South three quarters of a mile, 

South by Weft two miles and an hal f. In the laR courfe there was an 

ifla'nd, and it appeared to me, that the main channel of the river had for

merly been on the other fide of it. The banks were here compored of 

high white cliffs, crowned with pinnacles in very grotefque {hapes. 'iV e 

continued to fleer South-Earl by South a mile and an half, South by Eaft 

H h half 
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1793· half a mile, Eall: one mile and a quarter, South-EaH by Eaft one mile, 

L.~~e~ South by Eafi three quarters of a mile, South-Eafi by Eafi one mile, 

South-South-Eafl half a mile, Eafi one mile and a quarter, South by Eaft 

half a mile, EaR a mile and an half, South-South-Eafl three miles, and 

South-Wefi three quarters of a mile. In the laft courfe the rocks con· 

traaed in fuch a mann~r on both fides of the river, as to afford the ap

pearance of the upper part of a fall or cataract Under this apprehen

fion we landed on the left {hore, where we found a kind of foot-path, 
-

imperfealy traced, through which we conjeaured that the natives occa-

fionally paffed with their canoes and baggage. On examining the courfe 

of the river, however, there did not appear to be any fall as we expeEted; 

but the rapids were of a confiderable length and impaffable for a light 

canoe. VVe had therefore no alternative but to widen the road fo as to 

admit the paffage of our canoe, which was now carried with great diffi. 

culty; as from her frequent repairs, and not always of the ufual ma-

terials, her weight was fuch, that {he cracked and broke on the {boulders 

of the men who bore her. The labour and fatigue of this undertaking, 

from eight till twelve, beggars all defcription, whenweat length conquered 

this affiiaing paffage, of about half a mile, over a rocky and moll rugged 

hill. Our courfe was South-South-Well:. Here I took a meridian alti

tude which gave me 53. 42. 20. North latitude. 'Ve, however, loll fome 

time to put our canoe in a condition to carry us onwards. Our courfe 

was South a quarter of a mile tothe next carrying-place ; which was nothing 

more than a rocky point about twice the length of the canoe. From the 

extremity of this point to the rocky and almofi perpendicular bank that 

rore on the oppofite {hore, is not more than forty or fifty yards. The great 

body of water, at the fame time tumbling in fuccefIive cafcades along. 

the 
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the Srfi carrying-place, rolls through this narrow paffage in a very tur- qQ3· 
June. 

bid current, and full of whirlpools. On the banks of the river there was L-v-~ 

great plenty of wild onions, which when mixed up with our pemmican was 

a great improvement of it; though they produced a phyfical cffeB: on our 

appetites, which was rather inconvenient to the flate of our provifions. 

Here we embarked, and fleered South-EaR by EaR three quarters of . 
a mile. \Ve now faw a fmoke on the {hore; but before we could reach 

land the natives had deferted their camp, which appeared to be 

ereB:ed for no more than two families. My two Indians were infiantly 

difpatched in fearch of them, and, by following their tracks, they foon 

overtook them; but their language was mutually unintelligible; and all 

attempts to produce a friendly communication were fruitlefs. They no 

fooner perceived my young men than they prepared their bows and 

arrows, and made figns for. them not to advance; and they thought it 

prudent to defifi from proceeding, though not before the natives had 

dircharged five arrows at them, which, however, they avoided, by means 

of the trees. When they returned with this account, I very much re· 

gretted that I had not accompanied them; and as there people could 

not be at any very great difiance, I took Mr. Mackay, and one of the 

Indians with me in order to overtake them; but they had got fo far that 

it would have been imprudent in me to have followed them. 11y L1-" 

dians, who, I believe, were terrified at the manner in \vhich there natives 

received them, informed me, that, beGdes their bows, arro'ws, and fpears, 

they were armed with long knives, and that they accompanied their 

firange antics with menacing aCtions and loud fhoutings. On my re

turn, I found my people indulging their curiofity in-examining the bags 

H h 2 and 
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1793· and balkets which the natives had left behind them. Some of them 
June. 

L.--v--.J contained their fiDling tackle, fuch as nets, lines, &c. others of a [maIler 

fize were filled with a red earth, with which they paint themfelves. In 

feveral of the bags there were alfo fundry articles of which we did not 

know the ufe. I prevented my men from taking any of them; and for 

a few articles of mere curiofity, which I took myfelf, I left fu~h things, 

~n exchange as would be much more ufeful to their owners. 

At four we left this place, proceeding with the {!ream South-Eaft three 

quarte rs of a mile, Eaft-South-Eafl: one mile, South three quarters of a 

mile, South-South. Well one mile, South by Eaft three quarters of a 

mile, South-South-Eall one mile, South-South- \,-Tefl: two miles, South. 

South-Eafi three miles and a quarter, Eaft by North one mile, South

South-EaR one mile and a quarter, with a rapid, South-South-Well three 

quarters of a mile, South one mile and an half, South-Eafi one mile and 

a quarter, South three quarters of a mile, and South-South-Eall one mile 

and an half. At half paa feven we landed for the night, where a [mall 

river flowed in from the right. The weather was {howery, accompanied 

with feveraI loud claps of thunder. The banks were overfhadowed 

by lofty firs, and wide-fpreading cedars. 

Thurfday 20. The morning was foggy, and at half paR four we proceeded with a 

South wind, South-Eall by Eall two miles, South-South-Eafl: two miles 

and an half, and South-South-Weft two miles. The fog was fa thick, 

that we could not fee the length of our canoe, which rendered our pro

grefs dangerous, as we might have come fuddenly upon a carcade or vio

lent rapid. Our next courre was Weft-North-Weft two miles and an half, 

which 
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which comprehended a rapid. Being clore in with the left bank of the 

river, we perceived two red deer at the very edge of the water: we 

killed one of them, and wounded the other, which was very fmall. We 

now landed, and the Indians followed the wounded anima], which they 

foon caught, and would have lliot another in the woods, if our dog, who 

followed them, had not difiurbed it. From the number of their tracks 

it appeared that they abounded in this country. They are not· fo 

Ijrge as the elk of the Peace River, but are the real red deer, which 

I never raw in the North, though I have been told that they are to 

be found in great numbers in the plains along the Red, or Affiniboin 

River. The bark had been {hipped off many of the fpruce trees, and 

carried away, as I prefumed, by the natives, for the purpofe of covering 

their cabins. We now got the veniion on board, and continued our 

voyage South-Weft one mile, South a mile and an half, and Weft one 

mile. Here the country changed its appearance; the
j 
banks were but 

of a moderate height, from whence the ground continued gradually 

riling to a confiderable diftance, covered with poplars and cypreffes, 

but without any kind of underwood. There are aHo feveral low 

points which the river., that: is here about three· hundred yards in 

breadth, fop1etimes overflows, and are {haded with the liard, the fof[ 

birch, the fpruce, and the willow. For fame difbnce before we 

came to this part of the river, our view was confined within very 

rugged, irregular, and lofty banks, which were varied with the pop

lar, different kinds of fpruce fir, fmall birch trees, cedars, alders, and 

feveral fpe~ies of the' willow. Our next (ourfe was South-vVefi by 

Well: fix miles, when we landed at a deferted haufe, which was the 

only Indian habitation of this kind that I had feen on this fide of 

IVlechili-
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Mechilimakina .. It was about thirty feet long and twenty wide, with 

three doors, three feet high by one foot and an 'half in breadth. From 

this and other circumflances, it appears to have been confiruEl:ed for 

three families. There were alfo three fire-places, at equal dillances 

from each other; and the beds were on either fide of them. Behind 'the 

beds was a narrow fpace, in the form of a manger, and fomewhat 

elevated, which was appropriated to the purpo[e of keeping fifh. The 

wall of the houfe, which was five feet in height, was formed of very 

firait fpruce timbers, brought clore together, and laid into each other 

at the corners. The roof was fupported by a ridge pole, relling on 

two upright forks of about ten feet high; that and the wall fupport a 

certain number of f pars, which are covered with [pruce bark; and the 

whole attached and fecured by the fibres of the cedar. . One of the gable 

ends is elored with fplit boards; the other with poles. Large rods are 
i 

alfo fixed acrofs the upper part of the building, where filli may hang and 

dry. To give the walls additional firength, upright pofts are fixed in 

the ground, at equal diHances, both within and without, of the fame 

height as the wall, ana firmly attached with bark fibres. Openings 

appear alfo between the logs in the wall, for the purpofe, as I con

jectured, of difCharging their arrows at a befieging enemy; they would 

be needlels for the purpofe of giving light, which is fufficiently afforded 

by fiffures between the logs of the building, [0 that it appeared to be con

flructed merely for a [ummer habjtation. Th~re was nothingfurther to 

attract ou r attention in or about the houfe, except a large machine, 

whic~ mua have rendered the taking off the roof abfolutely nece[· 

fary, in order to have introduced it. It was of a cylindrical form, fifteen 

feet long, and four feet and an half in diameter; one end was [quare, 

like 
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lik~ the head of a cafi{, and a conical machine was fixed inwards to the 

other end, of fimilar dimenfions: at the extremity of which was an open

ing of about [even inches diameter. This machine was certainly con

trived to fet in the river, to catch large fifh; and very well adapted to that 

purpofe; as when they are once in, it mua be impofIible for them to get 

out, unlefs they .fhould have firength fuHicient to break through it. It 

was made of long pieces of fplit wood, rounded to the fize of a 

[mall finger, and placed at the diHance of an inch afunder, on fix hoops; 

to this was added a kind of boot of the [arne materials, into which it may 

be fuppofed that the fifh are driven, when they are to be taken out. 

The houfe was left in fuch appare-nt order as to mark the defign of its 

owners to return thither. It anfwered in every particular the deIcrip

tion given us by our late guide, except that it was not fituated on an 

ifiand. 

We left this place, and fieered South by Eafl: one mile and a quarter 

when we pafTed where. there had been another houfe, of which the ridge

P9le and [upporters alone remained: the ice had probably carried away 

the body of it. The bank was at this time covered with water, and a 

fmall river flowed in on the left. On a point we obrerved an ercaion 

that had the appearance of a tomb; it was in an oblong form, covered, 

and very neatly walled with bark. A pole was fixed near·it, to which, at 

the height of ten or twelve feet, a piece of bark was attached, which was 

probably a memorial, or fymbol of diflinaion. Our next coude was 

South by Wen two miles and an half, when we raw an houfe on an ifland, 

South-Eafi by Eafl: one mile and three quarters, in which we obfcrved 

another ifland, with an houle upon it. A river alfo flowed from the 

i'''' . right, and the land was high and rocky, and wooded with the epinette. 
it Our 
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1793· Our canoe was now become fo crazy, that it was a matter of abfolute 
June. 

L_V --' neceffity to conflrua another; and as from the appearance of the country 

there was reafon to ex pea that bark was to be found, we landed at 

eight, with the hope of procuring it. I accordingly difpatched four men 

with that commiffion, and at twelve they returned with a fufficient 

quantity to make the bottom of a canoe of five fathom in length, and 

four feet and an half in height. At noon I had an obfervation, which 

ga\'e me 53. 17. 28. North latitude. 

We now continued our voyage South-EaR by South one mile and an 

half, Eafl-South-EaH one mile, Eafi-North-Eafi half a mile, South-EaR 

two miles, South-Eafl by South one mile, South-EaR fix miles, and 

Eafi-North-Eafi. Here the river narrows between fleep rocks, and a . 

rapid fucceeded, which was fa violent that we did not venture to run it. 

I therefore ordered the loading to be taken out of the canoe, but (he was 

now become [0 heavy that the men preferred running the rapid to the 

carrying her overland. Though I did not altogether approve of their 

propofitiol1, I was unwilling to oppofe it. Four of them under

took this hazardous expedition, and I haflened to the foot of the 

rapid with great anxiety, to wait the event, which turned out as I ex· 

peRed. The water was [0 firong, that although they kept clear of 

, the rocks, the canoe filled, and in this fiate they drove half way down the 

rapid, but fortunately' {he did not overret; and having got her into an 

eddy, they emptied her, and in an half-drowned condition arrived fafe 

on !hore. The carrying-place is about half a mile over, with an Indian 

path aCTOrS it Mr. Mackay, and the hunters, raw rome deer on an 

illand above the rapid; and had that difcovery been made before the 

departure 
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departure of the canoe, there is little doubt but we !bould have added a 

confiderable quantity of venifon to our flock of provifions. Our veffel 

was in fuch a wretched condition, as I have already obferved, that it 

occafioned a delay of three hours to put her in a condition to proceed. 

At length we continued our former courfe, EaR-North-EaR a mile and 

an half, when we paired an extenfive Indian encampment; Eafl-South. 

EaR one mile, where a fmall river appeared on the left; South-EaR by 

South one mile and three quarters, Eafl: by South half a mile, EaR by 

North one mile, and raw another houfe on an illand; South half a mile, 

Weft three quarters of a mile, South-Weft half a mile, where the cliffs 

of white and red clay appeared like the ruins of ancient cafiles. Our 

canoe now veered gradually to Eafi.-North-EaH one mile and an haH: 

when we landed in a fiorm of rain and thunder, where we perceived the 

remains of Indian houfes. It was impoffible to determine the wind in 

any part of the day, as it came a-head in all our direaions. 

li93· 
June. 

I..--v--.J 

As I wa5 very fenfible of the difficulty of procuring provifions in this Frid;lY ~l. 

country, I thought it prudent to guard againfl: any pollibility of diflrers 

of that kind on our return; I therefore ordered ninety pounds weight of 

pemmican to be buried in an hole, fufficiently deep to admit of a fire 

over it without doing any injury to our hidden treafure, and which 

would, at the fame time, fecure it from the natives of the country, or 

the wild animals of the woods. 

The morning was very cloudy, and at four o'clock we renewed our 

voyage, Heering South by Eafi. one mile and a quarter, Eafi.South.EaH 

half a mile, South by Eafi one mile and an half, EaH half a mile, South. 

Ii EaR 
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EaR two miles, where a large river flowed in from the left, and a fmaller 

one from the right. We then continued South by Weft three' quarters 

of a mile, Eaft by South a mile and an half, South three quarters of a 

mile, South.Eafi by Eafi one mile, South by Eafl: half a mile, South-EaR 

three quarters of a mile, South-Eafi by South half a mile, South-Eafi by 

EaR half a mile, the cliffs of blue and yellow clay, difplaying the fame 

grotefque £hapes as thore which we paffed yefierday, South-South-Eafi 

a mile and an half, South by EaR two miles. The latitude by obferva-

tion was 52.47. 51. North. 

Here we perceived a fmall new canoe, that had been drawn up to the 

edge of the woods, and foon after another appeared, with one man in it, 

which came out of a fmall river. He no fooner faw us than he gave the 

whoop, to alarm his friends, who immediately appeared on the bank, 

armed with bows and arrows, and fpears. They were thinly habited, 

and difplayed the mofi outrageous antics. Though they were cer

tainly in a nate of great apprehenfion, they manifefied by their gefiures 

that they were refolved to attack us, if we {bould venture to land. I 

therefore ordered the men to fiop the way of the canoe, and even to 

check her drifting with the current, as it would have been extreme folly 

to have approached thefe favages before their fury had in forne degree 

fubfided. My interpreters, who underflood their language, informed 

me that they threatened us with inHant death if we drew nigh the !hore; 

and they followed the menace by difcharging a volley of arrows, fome 

of which fell !hart of the canoe, and others paffed over it, fo that they 

fortunate'y did us no injury. As we had been carried by the current 

below the fpot where the Indians were, I ordered my people to paddle 

to 
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to the oppofite fide of the river, without the leafi appearance of confu. 1793· Ju •• e. 
fion, fo that they brought me abreafl of them. 1\1y interpreters, while '-r-J 

we were within hearing, had done every thing in their power to pacify 

them, but in vain. \Ve alfo obferved that they had fent off a canoe with 

two men, down the river, as we concluded, to communicate their alarm, 

and procure affiHance. This circumfiance determined me to leave no 

means untried that might engage us in a friendly intercourfe with them f 

before they acquired additional fecurity and confidence, by the arrival 

of their relations and neighbours, to whom their fituation would be 

{hortly notified. 

I therefore formed the following adventurous projeCl, which was hapo 

pily crowned with fuccefs. I left the canoe, and walked by myfelf along 

the beach, in order to induce fome of the natives to come to me, which 

I imagined they might be difpofed to do, when they fa\'! me alone, with

out any apparent pollibility of receiving allifiance from my people, and 

would confequently imagine that a communication with me was not 

a fen-ice of danger. At the fame time, in order to pofTers the utmofl: 

fecurity of which my fituation was fufceptible, I direEted one of the 

Indians to flip into the woods, ";ith my gun and his own, and to con

ceal himfeIf from their difcovery; he alfo had orders to keep as near 

me as pollible, without being feen; and if any of the natives fhould 

venture acrors, and attempt to {hoot me from the water, it W3$ his 

infiruEtions to lay him low: at the fame time he ~Nas particularly cn· 

joined not to fire till I had difchargcd one or both of the piIlols that I 

carried in my belt. If, however, any of them were to land, and ap

proach my perron, he was immediately to join me. J n the mean time 

Ii2 my 
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my other interpreter afTured them that we entertained the moil friendly 

difpofition, which I confirmed by fuch fignals as I conceived would be 

comprehended by them. I had not, indeed, been long at my fiation, 

and my Indian in ambufh behind me, when two of the natives came 

off in a canoe, but fiopped when they had got within an hundred yards 

of me. I made figns for them to land, and as an inducement, difplayed 

looking glafTes, beads, and other alluring trinkets. At length, but with 

every mark of extreme apprehenfion, they approached the lliore, fiern 

foremofi, but would not venture to land. I now made them a pre

fent of fome beads, with which they were going to pufh off, when I 

renewed my entreaties, and, after fome time, prevailed on them to come 

alliore, and fit down by me. My hunter now thought it right to join 

me, and created fome alarm in my new acquaintance. It was, how

ever, roon removed, and I had the fatisfaaion to find that he, and 

thefe people perfeEUy underflood each other. I infiruaed him to fay 

every thing that might tend to footh their fears and win their confidence. 

I exprefTed my willi to conciua them to our canoe, but they declined my 

offer; and when they obferved fome of my people coming towards us, 

they requefied me to let them return; and I was fa well fatisfied with 

the progreE I had made in my intercourfe with them, that I did not 

hefitate a moment in complying with their defire. During their iliort 

nay, they obfen'ed us, and every thing about us, with a mixture of 

admiration and aflonilliment. We could plainly diflinguifh that their 

friends recei\'cd rhem with great joy on their return, and that the articles 

which they carried back with them were examined with a general 

and eager curiofity; they alfo appeared to hold a confultation, which 

lailed about a quarter of an hour, and the refult was, an invitation to 

come 
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come over to them, which was cheerfully accepted. Neverthelefs, on 

our landing, they betrayed evident figns of confufion, which arofe, pro

bably from the quickneis of our movements, as the profpea of a friendly 

communication had fo cheered the fpirits of my people, that they pad

dled acrofs the river with the utmofi expedition. The two men, how

ever, who had been with us, appeared, very naturally, to pof[cfs the 

greatefl {hare of courage on the occaflon, and were ready to receive us 

on our landing; but our demeanor foon difpelled all their apprehen

fions, and the moil familiar communication took place between us. 

When I had fecured their confidence, by the diHribution of trinkets 

among them, and treated the children with fugar, I inflruEted my in

terpreters to collea every neceITary information in their power to afford 

me. 

According to their account, this river, whofe courfe is very exten

five, runs tuwards the mid-day fun; and that at its mouth, as they had 

been informed, white people were building houfes. They repreiented 

its current to be uniformly {hong, and that in three places it \\'as 

altogether impafTabl p , from the falls and rapids, which poured along 

between perpendicular rocks that \vere much higher, and mOle rugged, 

than any we had yet fc=-en, and would not admit of any paH'age o\'er them. 

But bcfides the dangers and difficulties of the navigation, they added, 

that we fhould have to encounter the inhabitants of the country, who 

were very nun;erous. They alfo reprefented their immediate neigh

bours as a very malignant race, who lived in large fubtcrrancous recdles: 

and when they were made to underHand that it was our defign to pro

ceed to the fea, they diffuac.1cd us from profecuting our intention, as we 

fhould 
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fhould certainly become a facrifice to the favage fpirit of the natives. 

Thefe people they defcribed as poITefIing iron, arms, and utenfils, which 

they procured from their neighbours to the v~~ err ward, and were obtained 

by a commercial progrefs from people like ourfel ves, who brought them 

in great canoes. 

Such an account of our fituation, exaggerated as it might be in fame 

. points, and erroneous in others, was fufficiently alarming, and awakened 

very painful refleElions; neverthelcfs it did not operate on my mind 10 as 

to produce any change in my original determination. My firfi objeCt, 

therefore, was to perfuade two of thefe people to accompany me, that they 

might fecure for us a favourable reception from their neighbours. To 

this propofition they afTentcd, but expreITed fame degree of diffatisfaaion 

at the immediate departure, for which we were making preparation; but 

when we were ready to enter the canoe, a fmall one was feen doubling 

the point below, with three men in it. 'Ve thought it prudent to wait 

for their arrival, and they proved to be lome of their relations, who had 

received the alarm from the meffengers, which I have already mentioned 

as ha\'ing been fent down the river for that purpofe, and who had 

pafTed on, as we were afterwards informed, to extend the notice of our 

arrival. Though thefe people faw us in the midfi of their friends, they 

difplayed the moa menacing aaions, and hoflile pollures. At length, 

however, this wild, favage fpirit appeared to fubfide, and they were per

fuaded to land. One of them, who was a middle aged perron, whore 

agitations had been leis frequent than thofe of his companions, and who 

Vlas treated with particular refpeB: by them all, inquired who we were, 

whence we came, whither we were going, and what was the motive of 

our 
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OUr coming into that country. When his friends had fatisfied him as 11~~~: 
, j 

far as they were able, refpeEling us, he infiantly advifed us to delay our ~ 

departure for" that night, as their relations below, having been by this 

time alarmed by the meffengers, who had been rent for that purpofe, 

would certainly oppofe our paffage, notwithfianding I hqd two of their 

own people with me. He added, that they would all of them be here 

by fun-fet, when they would be convinced, as he was, that we were good 

people, and meditated no ill defigns againfi. them. 

Such were the rearons which this Indian urged in favour of our re

maining till the next morning; and they were too well founded for me 

to hefitate in complying with them; befides, by prolonging my nay till 

the next morning, it was probable that I might obtain fOlne important in

telligence refpeRing the country through which I was to pars, and the 

people who inhabited it. I accordingly ordered the canoe to be unloaded, 

taken out of the water, and gummed. My tent was alfo pitched, and the 

natives were now become fo familiar, that I was obiiged to let them know 

my willi to be alone and undifiurbed. 

My firfi. application to the native whom I have already particularly 

mentioned, was to obtain from him fuch a plan of the river as he fhould 

be enabled to give me; and he complied with this requen with a de

gree of readinefs and intelligence that evidently proved it was by no 

means a new buuners to him. In order to acquire the beft inforn1a

tion he could communicate, I affured him, if I found his account cor

reEt, that I fhould either return myfeIf, or {end others to them, with 

fuch articles as they appeared to want: particularly arms .dId ammuni-. 
tion, with which they would be able to prevent their enemies from in-

vading 
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vading them. I obtained, however, no addition to what I already knew, 

but that the country below us, as far as he was acquainted with It, 

abounded in animals, and that the river produced plenty of fifh. 

Our canoe was now become fo weak, leaky, and unmanageable, that 

it became a matter of abfolute neceffity to confhua a new one; and I 

had been informed, that if we delayed that important work till we got 

further down the ri\'er, we fhould not be able to procure bark. I there

fore difpatched two of my people, with an Indian, in [earch of that ne

ceffary material. The weather was fa cloudy that I could not get an 

obfervation.* 

I pafTed the refl of the day in converfing with there people: they can

filled of feven families, containing eighteen men; they were clad in 

leather, and had fome beaver and rabbit.fl<.in blankets. They had not 

been long arrived in this part of the country, where they propored to 

pafs the fummer, to catch finl for their winter provifion: for this purpore 

they were preparing machines fimilar to that which we found in the firfi 

Indian houfe we faw and defcribed. The fifh which they take in them 

are large, and only vifit this part of the river at certain feafons. There 

people differ very little, if at all, either in their appearance, language, or 

manners, from the Rocky-rvlountain Indians. The men whom I lent in 

fearch of bark, returned with a certain quantity of it, but of a very in

different kind. We were not gratified with the arrival of any of the na

tives whom we expe&ed from a lower part of the river. 

* The obrervation, already mentioned, I got on my return. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP T E R VIII. 

Renew our voyage, accompanied by two o.l the natives. Account of courfes. 

State of the river. Arrive at a fubterTanean lzouJe. Seeflveral natives. 

Brief dejcription of them. Account f!! our conference 'With them. Saw 

other natives. Difcription of the1J'L. Their conduEl, &c. The account 

which they gave of the country. The narrative of a .female /Jriflner. 

The perplexities ofrny jituation. Specimen if the language of two tribes. 

Change the plan 0/ my journey. Return up the river. SuccdJion of 
dangers and difficulties. Land on an ijland to build another canoe. 

1 '193. 

A .June. 

T fix in the morning we proceeded on our voyage, with two of the '--v---I 
Saturday :::::l, 

Indians, one of them in a fmall pointed canoe, made after the fafhion of 

the Efquimaux, and the other in our own. This precaution ,ras necef-

fary in a two-fold point of view, as the fmall canoe could be fent ahead 

to fpeak to any of the natives that might be feen down the river, and, 

thus divided, would not be eafy for them both to make their e[cape. 

Mr. Mackay alfo embarked with the Indian, which feemed to aHord him 

great fatisfaaion, and he was thereby enabled to kerp us company 

with diminution of labour. 

Our courfes were South-Soul.h-Eafi a mile and an half, South-Eafl: 

K k half 
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half a mile, South by Eafl four miles and an half, South-EaR by South 

half a mile, South by \VeR half a mile, South-EaR by EaH one mile, 

South-South-\Vefi a mile and an half, South by Eafi one mile and a 

quarter. The C0untry, on the right, prefented a very beautiful appearance: 

it rofe at ;ldl rather abruptly to the height of twenty-five feet, when the 

pr~c~pice was fucceeded by an inclined plain to the foot of another fleep; 

which '\ as followed by another extent of gently-rifing ground: thefe 

objeEls, which were {haded with groves of fir, pre[enting themfelves alter

nately to a confiderable diilance. 

We now landed near an houfe, the roof of which alone appeared above 

ground; but it was deferted by its inhabitants who had been alarmed at 

our approach. \Y' e obferved feveral men in the fecond Heep, who dif

played the fame poilures and menacing acrions as thofe which we have fo 

lately defcribed. Our conduCtors \vent to them immediately on an 

embaIfy of friendfhip, and, after a very vocifet·ous diICourfe, one of them 

was perfuaded to come to us, but prefented a very ferocious afpect: the 

refl, who were feyen in number, foon followed his example. They held 

their bows and arrows in their hands, and appeared in their garments, 

which were faflened round the neck, but left the right arm free for aBion. 

A cord fafiened a blanket or leather covering under the right arm

pit, fa that it hung upon the left fhoulder, and might be occafionally 

employed as a target, that would turn an arrow which was nearly [pent. 

As foon as they had recovered from their apprehenfions, ten women 

made their appearance, but without any children, whom, I imagine, they 

had rent to a greater diHance, to be out of the reach of all pollible 

danger. I difiributed a few pre[ents among them" and left my guides to 

explain 



NORTH-WEST CONTINENT l1F AMERICA. 

explain to them the obleR of my journey, and the friendlinefs of my de- J1 7930 
J une. 

figns, with which they had themfeh'es been made acquainted; their fears '---v-...J 

being at length removed, I gave them a fpecimen of the ufe to which we 

applied our fire-arms: at the fame time, I calmed their afionifhment, by the 

affurance, that, though we could at once dellroy thofe who did us injury, 

we could equally prateR thofe who fhewed us kindnefs. Our nay here 

did not exceed half an hour, and we left there people with favourable 

itnpreffions of us. 

From this place we lleered Eafi by North half a mile, South by Earl 

three quarters of a mile, and South by Wen a mile and an half, when 

we landed again on feeing fame of the natives on the high ground, 

whofe appearance was more wild and ferocious than any whom 

we had yet feen. Indeed I was under fome apprehenfion that our 

guides, who went to conciliate them to us, would have fallen a prey to 

their favage fury. At length, however, they were perfuaded to enter~ 

tain a more favourable opinion of us, and they approached us one airer 

another, to the number of fixteen men, and feveral women, I {hook 

hands with them aIJ, and defired my interpreters to explain that faIuta

tion as a token of friendlhip. As this was not a place where We could 

remain with the neceffary convenience, I propofed to proceed further~ 

in fearch of a more commodious fpot. They jmmediately invited us to 

paf5 the night at their lodges, which were at no great diHance, and pro

mifed, at the fame time, that they would, in the morning, fer.cl t\\:'o men 

to introduce us to the next nation, who were very numerous; and ill.

difpoft d towards Hrangers. As we were pufiling from the {horf', we 

were very much furprifed at hearing a woman pronounce feveral words 

K k ~ 1n 
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in the Knifieneaux language. She proved to be a Rocky-Mountain 

native, fo that my interpreters perfeCtly undedlood her. She informed us 

that her country is at the forks of this river, and that file had been taken 

prifoner by the Knifieneaux, who had carried her acrofs the mountains. 

After having pafTed the greatefi part of the fummer with them, {he had 

contrived to efcape, before they had reached their own country~ and had 

re-crofTed the mountains, when {he expeCled to meet her own friends: 

but after fuffering all the hard{hips incident to fuch a journey, {he had 

been taken by a war-party of the people with whom {he then was., 

who had driven her relations from the river into the mountains. She 

had finee been detained by her prefent hufband, of whom {he had no 

cau[e to complain; neverthelefs {he expreHed a fhong defire to return 

to her own people. I pre[ented her with feveral ufeful articles, and 

defired her to come to me at the lodges, \'v'hich {he readily engaged to 

do. We arrived thither before the Indians, and landed, as we had pro

mired. It was now near twelve at noon, but on attempting to take an 

altitude I found the angle too great for my {extant. 

The nati\'es whom we had already feen, and feveral others, foon joined 

us, with a greater number of women than I had yet feen; but I did 

not obierve the female priloner among them. There were thirty-five of 

them, and my remaining flore of preients was not fufficient to enable me 

to be very liberal to fo many claimants. Among the men I found four 

of the adjoining nation, and a Rocky-Mountain Indian, who had 

been with them for fome time. As he was underfiood by my inter

preters, and was himieIf well acquainted with the language of .the 

Grangers, I poffeffed the means of obtaining every information ref peEling 

the 
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the country, which it might be in their power to afford me. For this Q n 3· 
J line. 

purpofe I fdeEted an elderly man, from the four firangers, whore coun- "---.--J 

tenance had prepoffeffed me in his favour. I flated to thefe people, as 

I had already done to thore from whom I had hitherto derived informa-

tion, the objeEts of my voyage, and the very great advantages which 

they would receive from my fuccefsful termination of it. They ex-

preffed themrelves very much fatisfied at my communication, and afTured 

me that they would not deceive me rer peEting the fubjeEt of my inquiry. 

An old man alfo, \vho a ppeared to poffer, the charaCter of a chief, de-

clared his willi to fee me return to his land, and that his two young 

daughters {bould then be at my difpofal. I now proceeded to requefi 

the native, whom I had particularly leIeCled, to commence his informa-

tion, by drav;ing a fketch of the country upon a large piece of bark, and 

he immediately entered on the work, frequently appealing to, and fome-

times afking the advice of, thofe around him. He defcribed the river as 

running to the Eaft of South, receiving many rivers, and every fix 014 

eight leagues encumbered with falls and rapids, fome of which were 

very dangerous, and fix of them impracticable. The carrying-places he 

reprefented as of great length, and p~:;ilng over hills and mountains. I-Ie 

depiEted the lands of three other tribes, in fucceffion, who fpoke different 

languages. Beyond them he knew nothing either of the river or country, 

only that it was niH a long way to the fca; and that, as he had heard, there 

was a lake, before they reached the water, which the natives did not drink. 

As far as his knowledge of the river extended, the country on either fide was 

level, in many places without wood, and abounding in red deer, and fome of 

a {mall fallow kind. .Few of the natives, he raid, would come to the banks 

for rome time; but that at a certain feafon they would arrive there in great 

numbers} 
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179.3. numbers, to fifh. They now procured iron, brafs, copper, and trinkets, 
.J line. 

'--v---I from the \\'eflward; but formerly thefe article') were obtained from the 

lower parts of the river, though in fmall quantities. A knife was produced 

which had been brought from that quarter. The blade "was ten inches 

long, and an inch and an half broad, but with a·very blunted edge. The 

handle was of horn. 'Ve underfiood that this inHrument had been 

obtained from 'white men, long before they had heard that any came to 

the \Veflward. One vcry old man ob[erved, that as long as he could 

remcmber, he was told of white people to the South\\Tard; and that he 

had heard, though he did not vouch for the truth of the report, that one 

·of them had made an attempt to come up the river, and was defiroyed. 

Thefe people defcribe the diflan.ce acro[s the country as very {hort to 

the 'Yeilern ocean; and, accord ing to my own idea, it cannot be above 

five or fix degrees. If the affertion of !vIr. l\1ears be correa, it cannot 

be fo far, as the inland fea which he mentions within Nootka, mull come 

as far Eafl as 126 Wen longitude. They aHured us that the road was 

not difficult, as they avoided the nl0untains, keeping along the low lands 

between them, many parts of which are entirely free from wood. Ac

cording to their account, this 'way is [0 often travelled by them, that 

their path is vifible throughout the whole journey, which lies along 

fmall lakes and rivers. It occupied them, they faid, no more than fix 

nights, to go to where they meet the people who barter iron, braes, cop· 

per, beads, &c. with them, for dreffed leather, and beaver, bear, lynx, 

fox, and marten !kins. The iron is about eighteen inches of two-inch 

bar. To this they give an edge at one end, and fix it to an handle 

at right angles, which they employ as an axe. When the iron is 

worn 
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worn down, they fabricate it into points for their arrows and fpikes. 

Before they procured iron they employed bone and horn for thore pur

pofes. The copper and brafs they convert into collars, arm-bands, 

bracelets, and other ornaments. They fometimes alro point their arrows 

with thofe metals. They had been informed by thofe whom they meet 

to trade with, that the ,rhite people, from whom thefe articles are ob-

, tained, were building houfes at the difiance of three days, or two nights 

journey frOIll the place where they met lail fall. With this -route they 

all appeared to be well acquainted. 

I now requefied that they would fend for the female prifoner whom I 

faw yefierday, but I received only vague and evafive anf wers: they 

probably apprehended, that it was o:lr defign to take her from them. 

I was, however, very much dirappointed at being prevented from having 

an interview with her, as fhe might have given me a correa account of 

the country beyond the forks of the river, as well as of the pars, through 

the mountains, [ron1 them. 

My people had lin~ned with great attention to the relation which had 

been given me, and it feemed to be their opinion, that it would be ab

folute madnef~ to attempt a paffage through fo Inany lavage and bar

barous nations. l\v'ly fituation may, indeed, be more eafily conceived 

than exprefIed: I had no more than thirty days provifion remaining, 

exclufive of fuch fupplies as I might obtain from the natives, and the 

toil of our hunters, which, however, was ia precarious as to be matter of 

little dependence: befides, our ammunition would [oon be exhaufied, 

particularly our bal1, of which we had not more than an hundred and 

fifty, 
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1793. fifty, and "about thirty pounds weight of filot, which, indee~, might be· 
Junc. 

L..-v-.-i converted into bullets, though with great walle. 

The more I heard of the river, the more I ·was convinced it could not 

empty itfdf into the ocean to the North of what is called the River of the 

\VeU, fo that with its windings, the dillance mufi be very great. Such 

being the difcouraging circumfiances of my fituation, which were now 

heightened by the difcontents of my peop1c, I could not but be alarmed 

at the idea of attempting to get to the difcharge of fuch a rapid river, 

crpecially when I reflected on the tardy progrefs or my return up it, even 

if I fhould meet with no obfirudion from the natives; a circumfiance 

not \'ery probable, from the numbers of them \vhich would then be on 

the river; and whom I could have no opportu!lity of conciliating in my 

pafTage down, for the reafons whi~h have been altready mentioned. At 

all events, I mufl give up every expeaation of returning thi~ feafon to 

Athabafca. Such were my reflections at this period; but inflead of con

tinuing to indulge them, I determined to proceed with refobtion, and ret 

future events at defiance. At the fame time I fuffered myleIf to nourifh 

the hope that I might be able to penetrate with more farety, and in a 

fhorter period, to the ocean by the inland, weUern communication. 

To carry this projeCt into execution I mufi have returned a confiderable 

diflance up the river, which would neceffarily be attended with a very 

ferious inconvenience, if I pafTed over every other; as in a voyage of this 

kind, a retrograde motion could not fail to cool the ardour, flacken the 

zeal, and weaken the confidence of thore, who have no greater inducement 

in the undertaking, than to follow the conductor of it. Such was the 

Hate 
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Hate of my mind at this period, and fuch the circumfiances by which 

it was difireffed and difirafled. 

To the people who had given me the foregoing information, I pre

fented [orne beads, which they preferred to any other articles in my pof

remon, and I recompenfed in the fame manner two of them who commu~ 

nicated to me the following vocabulary in the languages of the Nagailer 

and Atnah tribes. 

The Nagailer, The Atnah. 

or Chin-Indians. or Carrier-Indians. 

Eye, Nah, Thloufiin. 

Hair, Thigah, Cahowdin. 

Teeth, Gough, Chliough. 

Nofe, Nenzeh, Pifax. 

Head, Thie, Scapacay. 

Wood, Dekin, Shedzay. 

Hand, Lah, Calietha. 

Leg, Kin, Squacht. 

Tongue, Thoula, DewhasjiIk. 

Ear, Zach, Ithlinah. 

Man, Dinay, Scuynlouch. 

Woman, Chiqoui, SmoOedgenfk. 

Beaver, Zah, Schugh, 

Elk, Yezey, Oikoy-Beh. 

Dog, Sleing, Scacah. 

Ground-hog, Thidnu, Squaiquais. 

Iron, Thlifitch, Soucoumang. 

Ll Fire, 

:1193· 
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The Nagailer, The Atnab, 

or Chin.lndians. or Carrier-Indians. 

Fire, Coun, Teuck. 

W,ater, Tou, Shaweliquoih. 

Stone., Zeh, Ifhehoineah. 

Bow, Nettuny, Ifquoinah. 

Arrow, Igah, Squaili. 

Yes, Nefi, Amaig. 

Plains, Thoughoud, Spilela. 

Come here, Andezei, Thla.e1yeh. 

The Atnah language has no affinity to any with which I am acquaint

ed; but the Nagailer differs very little from that fpoken by the Beaver 

Indians, and is almoft the fame as that of the Chepewyans. 

We had a thunder-norm with heavy rain; and in the evening when it 

had fubfided, the Indians amufed us with finging and dancing, in which 

they were joined by the young women. F our men now arrived whom 

we had not yet feen; they had left their families at fome difiance 

in the country, and expreffed a deure that we fhould vifit them 

there. 

Sunday 28' After a TefHers night, I called the Indians together, from whom I yef. 

terday received the intelligence which has been already mentioned, in 

the hope that I might obtain fome additional information. From their 

former account they did not make the leafi deviation; but they informed 

me further, that where they left this river, a [mall one from the Well

ward falls into it, which was naviga~l'e for their canoes duringfour days, 

and 
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and from thence they Hept but two nights, to get to the people with t793· 
June. 

whom they trade, and who have wooden canoes much larger than ours, '--y--J 

in which they go down a river to the fea. They continued to inform 

me, that if I went that way we muf! leave our own canoe behind us; 

but they thought it probable that thofe people would furnifh us with 

another. From thence they {bted the diflance to be only one day's 

voyage with the current to the lake whofe water is naufeous, and where 

they had heard that great canoes came two winters ago, and that the 

people belonging to them, brought great quantities of goods and built 

houfes. 

At the commencement of this converfation, I was very much fur

prifed by the following queHion from one of the Indians: " What," de

manded he, " can be the reafon that you are fo particular and anxious 

in your inquiries of us refpeEling a knowledge of this country: do not 

you white men know every thing in the world?" This interrogatory 

was fo very unexpeEled, that it occafioned fome hefitation before I could 

anfwer it. At length, however, I replied, that we certainly were ac

quainted with the principal circumfiances of every part of the world; 

that I knew where the rea is, and where I myfelf then was, but that I did 

not exaElly underfiand what obfiacles might interrupt me in getting to 

it; with which, he and his relations mun be well acquainted, as they 

had fo frequently furmounted them. Thus I fortunately preferved the 

impreffion in their minds, of the fuperiority of white p~ople oyer them

felves. 

It was now, however, abfolutely nece{fary that I fuould comt to a final 

L 1 2 d€ter,· 
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1'793- determination which route to take; and no long interval of refleaion 
June. 

'--y-.-J was employed, before I preferred to go over land: the comparative 

{hortnefs and fecurity of fuch a journey, were alone fufficient to deter

mine me. I accordingly propofed to two of the Indians to accompany 

me, and one of them readily a{fented to my propofition. 

I now called thofe of my people about me, who had not been prefent 

. at my confultation with the natives; and after palling a warm eulogium 

on their fortitude, patience, and perfeverance, I flated the difficulties 

that threatened our continuing to navigate the river, the length of time 

1t would require, and the [canty provifion we had for fuch a voyage: I 

then proceeded for the foregoing reafons to propore a {borter route, by 

trying the over-land road to the fea. At the fame time, as I knew from 

experience, the difficulty of retaining guides, and as many circumfiances 

might occur to prevent our progrefs in that direRion, I declared my re

folution not to attempt it, unlefs they would engage, if we could not after 

all proceed over land, to return with me, and continue our voyage to 

the difcharge of the waters, whatever the difiance might be •. At all 

events, I declared, in the moll folemn manner, that I would not abandon 

my defign of reaching the rea, if I made the attempt alone, and that I 

did not defpair of returning in rafety to my friends. 

This propofition met with the moll zealous return, and they unani

moully aITured me, that they were as willing now as they had ever been, 

to abide by my refolutions, whatever they might be, and to follow me 

wherever I fhould go. I therefore requefied them to prepare for an 

immediate departure, and at the fame time gave notice to the man who 

had 
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had engaged to be our guide, to be in readinefs to accompany us. 1793· 
Junl'. 

'Vhen our determination to return up the river was made known, feveral L-v.--J 

of the natives took a very abrupt departure; but to thole who remained, 

I gave a few ufeful articles, explaining to them at the fame time", the ad-

vantages that would refult to them, if their relations condueted me to the 

fea, along fuch a road as they had defcribed. I had already given a 

moofe {kin to fome of the women for the pm'pore of making {hoes, 

which were now brought us; they were well rewed but ill {baped, and 

a few beads were confidered as a fufficient remuneration for the fkill 

employed on them. Mr. Mackay, by my defire, engraved nly name~ 

and the date of the year on a tree. 

When we were ready to depart, our guide propofed, for the fake of 

expedition, to go over land to his lodge, that he might get there before 

us, to make fome neceffary preparation for his journey. I did not alto

gether relifh his deugn, but was obliged to confent: I thought it pru

dent, however, to fend Mr. Mackay, and the two Indians along with 

him. Our place of rendezvous, was the fubterraneous houie which we 

pailed yefierday. 

At ten in the morning we embarked, and went up the current much 

fafter than I expeCted with fuch a crazy veffel as that which carried us. 

We met our people at the houfe as had been appointed; but the Indian 

Rill continued to prefer going on by land, and it would have been need

lefs for me to oppofe him. He proceeded, therefore, with his form"er 

companions, whom I defired to keep him in good humour by every rea-
fonabl.e 
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fonable gratification. They were alfo furnifhed with a few articles that 

I might be of ufe if they fhould meet with {hangers • 

• 
In a {hort time after we had left the houfe, I faw a wooden canoe 

coming down the river, with three natives in itl who, as foon as they 

perceived us, made for the {hore, and hurried into the woods. On paf. 

fing their veffeJ, we difcovered it to be one of thofe which we had leen 

at the lodges. A revere gull of wind, with rain, came from the South

South-EaH. This we found to be a very prevalent wind in thefe parts. 

We foon paffed another wooden canoe drawn Hern foremofi on the 

{bore; a circumfiance which we had not hitherto obferved. The men 

worked very hard, and though I imagined we went a-head very fafi, we 

could not reach the lodges, but landed f01 the night at nine, clofe to the 

encampment of two families of the natives \', hOln we had formerly feen 

at the lodges. I immediately went and fat down with them, when they 

ga ve fome roaRed fifh; two of my men who followed me were gratified 

aHa with fome of their provifions. The youngefi of the two natives 

now quitted the {bed, and did not return during the time I remained 

there. I endeavoured to explain to the other by figns, the caufe of 

my fudden return, which he appeared to underfiand. In the mean 

time my tent was pitched, and on my going to it, I was rather fur

prifed that he did not follow me, as he had been confiantly with me 

during the day and night I had paffed with his party on going down. 

\\' e, however, went to reR in a nate of perfea fecurity; nor had we 

the lean apprehenfioA for the fafety of our people who were gone by 
land. 

We 
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We were in our canoe by four this morning, and paffed by the Indian 

hut, which appeared in a nate of perfea tranquillity. We foon came in 

fight of the point where we firfi faw the natives, and at eight were much 

furprifed and difappointed at feeing 1\1r. Mackay, and our two Indians 

coming alone from the ruins of an lIoufe that had been partly carried 

away by the ice and water, at a {hart diHance below the place where we 

had appointed to meet. Nor was our furprife and apprehenfion dimi

nifhed by the alarm which was painted in their countenances. 'Vhen we 

had landed, they informed me that they had taken refuge in that place, 

with the determination to fell their lives, which they confidered in the 

mofi imminent danger, as dear as pollible. In a very fhort time after they 

had left us, they met a party of the Indians, whom we had known at this 

place, and were probably thofe whom we had feen to land from their 

canoe. They appeared to be in a nate of extreme rage, and had their 

bows bent, with their arrows acrors them. The guide {lopped to afk 

them fome queflions, which my people did not underfiand, and then fet 

off with his utmoH fpeed. Mr. Mackay, however, did not leave him 

till they were both exhaufled with running. vVhen the young man 

came up, he then [aid, that fame treacherous defign was meditated againfi 

them, as he was induced to believe from the declaration of the natives, 

who told him that they were going to do mifchief, but refufcd to name 

the enemy. The guide then conduaed them through very bad ways, as 

faft. as they could run; and when he was defired to Hacken his pace, 

he anfwered that they might follow him in any manner they pleafed, but 

that he was impatient to get to his family, in order to prepare {hoes, and 

other neceffaries, for his journey. They did not, however, think it pru

dent to quit him, and he would not flop till ten at night. On palling a 
track 

1793· 
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179,)' track thvt was but lately made, they began to be ferioufly alarmed, and 
Juno:. 

"---y --' on inquiring of the guide where they were, he pretended not to under-

Hand them. They then all laid down, exhaulled with fatigue, and with. 

out any kind of covering: they were cold, wet, and hungry, but dared 

not li~ht a fire, from the apprehenfion of an enemy. This comfortIefs 

fpot they left at the dawn of day, and, on their arrival at the lodges, 

found them Jeferteo; the property of the Indians being fcattered about, 

as if abandoned for ever. The guide then made two or three trips into 

the woods, calling aloud, and bellowing like a madman. At length 

he fet ·off in the fame direCtion as they came, and had not {ince appeared. 

To heighten their mifery, as they did not find us at the place appointed, 

they concluded that we were all defiroyed, and had already formed their 

plan to take to the woods, and crofs in as a direB: a line as they could 

proceed, to the waters of the Peace River, a [cherne which could only be 

fuggefied by defpair. They intended to have waited for us till noon, 

and if we did not appear by that time, to have entered without further 

delay on their defperate expedition. 

This alarm among the natives was a very unexpeaed as well as perilous 

event, and my powers of conjeaure were exhaufied in fearching for the 

caufe of it. A general panic feized all around me, and any further pro

fecution of the voyage was now confidered by them as altogether hope .. 

lefs and impraaicable. But without paying the leaR attention to their 

opinions or fu rmires, I ordered them to take eyery thing out of the 

canoe, except fix packages: when that was done, I left four men to 

take care of the lading, and returned with the others to our camp of lall 

night, where I hoped to find the two men, with their families, whom we 

had 
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had [een there, and to be able to bring them to lodge with us, when I j~~~: 

fhould wait the iffue of this myfierious buunefs. This projeCt, however, '--v---1 

was difappointed, for thefe people had quitted their fheds in the filence 

of the night, and had not t~ken a lingle article of theIr little property 

with them. 

There perplexing circumflances made a deep impreffion on my mind, 

not as to our immediate fafety, for I entertained not the leaft apprehen

fion of the Indians I had hitherto feen, even if their whole force fhould 

have been combined to attack us, but thefe untoward events feemed to 

threaten the profecution of my journey; and I could not refleS: on the , 
poffibility of fuch a difappointment but with fenfations little fhort of 

agony. Whatever might have been the wavering difpofition of the peo .. 

pIe on former occafions, they were now decided in their opinions as to 

the neceffity of returning without delay; and when we came back to them, 

their cry was-" Let us reimbark, and be gone." This, however, was 

not my defign, and in a more peremptory tone than I ufually employed, 

they were ordered to unload the canoe, and take her out of the water. 

On examining our property, feveral articles appeared to be miffing t 

which the Indians mun: have purloined; and among them were an axe, 

two knives, and the young men's bag of medicines. We now took a 

pofition that was the beH calculated for defence, got our arms in com

plete order, filled each man's flafk of powder, and difiributed an hundred 

bullets, which were all that remained, while fome were employed in 

melting down {bot to make more. The weather was fo cloudy that I 

had not an opportunity of taking an obfervation. 

\ Mm 1Vhile 

• J 
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\\'h!1e we were employed in making thefe preparations, we raw an :1793-
J line. 

'--'v--I Indian in a canoe come down the river, and land at the huts, which 

he began to examine. On -perceiving us he flood flill, as if in a flate 

of fufpenfe, when I inflantly difpatched one of my Indians towards him, 

but no perfuafions could induce him to have confidence in us; he even 

threatened that he would ha;lcn to join his friends, who would c~me and 

kIll us. At the conclufion of this menace he difappeared. On the 

return of my young man, with this account of the interview, I pretended 

to difcredit the whole, and attributed it to his own apprehenfions and 

alarms. This, however, he denied, and afl<.ed with a look and tone of 

refentment, whether he had ever told me a lie? Though he was but a 

young man, he faid, he had been on war excurfions before he came with 

me, and that he nlould no longer confider me as a wife man, which he 

had hitherto done. 
, 

To add to our diflreIfes we had not an ounce of gum for the repara ... 

tion of the canoe, and not one of the men had fufEcient courage to ven

ture into the woods to coBeEl it. In this perplexing fituation I enter

tained the hope that in the courfe of the night fome of the natives would 

return, to take away a part at leaR of the things which they had left 

behind them, as they had gone away without the covering necelfary to 

defend them from the weather and the flies. I therefore ordered the 

canoe to be loaded, and dropped to an old haufe, one fide of which, with 

its roof, had been carried away by the water; but the three remaining 

angles were [ufficient to {belter us from the woods. I then ordered two 

fhong piquets to be driven into the ground, to which the canoe was 

fafiened, fo that if we were hard pre{fed we had only to fiep on board 

and 
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and puth off. We were under the neceffity of making a [moke to keep 

off the fwarms of flies, which would have otherwife tormented us; but 

we did not venture to excite a blaze, as it would have been a mark for 

the arrows of the enemy. Mr. Mackay and myfe1f, with three men kept 

alternate watch, and allowed the Indians to do as they fancied. I took 

the firfi watch, and the others laid down in their clothes by us. I alfo 

placed a centinel at a [mall diilance, who was relieved every hour. The 

weather was cloudy, with !howers of rain. 

t 70,'J. 
June. , 

At one I called up the other watch, and laid down to a [mall portion of TLlet~j\, :!J' 

broken refit At five I arofe, and as the fituation which we left yefierday 

was preferable to that which we then occupied, I determined to return 

to it. On our arrival Mr. Mackay informed me that the men had ex~ 

preffed their diIfatisfa&ion to him in a very unrererved manner, and had 

in very fhong terms declared their rerolution to follow me no further in 

my propored enterprize. I did not appear, however, to have received 

fuch c.ommunications from him, and continued to employ my whole 

thoughts in contriving means to bring about a reconciliation with the 

natives, which alone would enable me to procure guides, without whofe 

affiflance it would be impoffible for me to proceed, when my darling pro-

je& would end in difappointment. 

At twelve we fawa man corning with the fiream upon a raft, and he 

mufi have difcovered us before we perceived him, as he was working 

very hard to get to the oppofite !hore, where he roon landed, and in

Handy fled into the woods. I now had a meridional altitude, which ga\'e 

60. 23. natural horizon, (the angle being luore than the fextant could 

Mm2 meafure 
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1793. mea[ure with the artificial horizon,) one mile and an half difiant; and 
June. 

L_y---l the eye five feet above the level of the water, gave 52.47. 51. North 

latitude. 

While I was thus employed, the men loaded the canoe without having 

received any orders from me, and as this was the firO: time they had 

ventured to act in fuch a decided manner, I naturally concluded, that 

they had preconcerted a plan for their return. I thought it prudent, 

however, to take no notice of this tranfaElion, and to wait the iffue of 

future circumfiances. At this moment our Indians perceived a perfon 

in the edge of the woods above us,. and they were immediately difpatched 

to difcover who it was. After a 010rt abfence they returned with a 

young woman whom we had feen before: her language was not clearly 

comprehended by us, fa that we could not learn from her, at leafi with 

any degree of certainty, the caufe of this unfortunate alarm that had 

taken place among the natives.. She told us that her errand was to· 

fetch fome things which !he' had left behind her; and one of the dogs. 

whom we found here, appeared to acknowledge her as his mifirefs. 

We treated her with great kindnefs, g~ve her fomething to eat, and; 

added a prefent of fuch articles as we thought might pleafe her. On, 

her expreffing a willi to leave us, we readily confented to her departure, 

and indulged the hope that her reception would induce the natives too, 

return in peace, and give us an opportunity to convince them, that we 

bad no hofiile defigns whatever againfi them. On leaving us, fhe went 

up the river without taking a fingle article of her ow.n" and the dog fol. 

lowed. The wind was changeable throughout the day" and there were 
feveral {howers in the courre of it. 

Though 
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Though a very apparent anxiety prevailed among the people for their 1793' 
JUIIC. 

Cileparture, I appeared to be wholly inattentive to it, and at eight in the L-V_...J 

evening I ordered four men to Hep into the canoe, which had been loaded 

for feverill hours, and drop down to our guard-houfe, and my command 

was immediate1y obeyed: the rea of us proceeded.there by land~ When 

L was yet at a confid\.'rable difiance from the houfe, and thought it im-

poffible for an arrow to reach it, having a bow and quiver in my hand, 

1 very imprudently let fly an arrow, when, to myaflonifhment and in-

finite alarm, I heard it fhike a log of the houfe. Ihe men who had juft 

landed, imagined that they were attacked by an enemy from the woods •. 

Their confuuon was in proportion to their imaginary danger, and on my 

arrival I found that the arrow had paffed within a foot of one of the men; 

though it had no point, the weapon, incredible as it may appear, had 

entered an hard, dry log of wood upwards of an inch. But this was 

not all: for the men readily availed lhemfel yes of this circumHance, to 

remark upon the danger of remaining in the power of a people pof. 

feffed of fuch means of deflruaion. Mr. Mackay having the firfi watch, 

I laid myfelf down in my cloak. 

About midnight a ruRling noire was heard in the woods 'which 'Vednef. 26. 

created a general alarm, and I was awakened to be informed of the cir. 

c:umfiance, but heard nothing. At one 1 took my turn of the watch, and 

our dog continued unceafingly to run backwards and forwards along the 

!kirts of the wood in a {late of refilefs yigilance. At two in the morn .. 

ing the- ce~tinel. informed me, that he faw fomething like an human 

figure creeping, along on all-fours about fifty paces above us. After 

fome time had paffed in our. fearch, I .at length difcovered that his infor-

matIon 
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mation was true, and it appeared to me that a bear had occafioned the 

alarm; but when day appeared, it proved to be an old, grey-haired, 

blind man, who had been compelled to leave his hiding-place by ex

treme hunger, being too infirm to join in the flight of the natives to 

whom he belonged. When I put my hand on this objeEl of decaying 

nature, his alarm was fo great, that I expeaed it would have thrown him 

into convulfions. I immediately led him to our fire which had been jufi 

lighted, and gave him fomething to eat, ,dlich he much wanted, as he 

had not tailed food for two days. When his hunger was fatisfied, and he 

had got warm and com poIed, I requeUed him to acquaint me with the 

caufe of that alarm which had taken place refpeEiing us among his rela. 

tions and friends, whofe regard we appeared to have conciliated but a 

few days pail, He replied, that very foon after we had left them, fome 

natives arrived from above, who informed them that we were enemies; 

and our unexpeEled return, in direEl contradiClion to our own declara

tions, confirmed them in that opinion. They were now, he faid, fo 

fcattered, that a confiderable time would elapre, before they could 

meet again. We gave him the real hiUory of our return, as well as 

of the defertion of our guide, and, at the fame time, fiated the impof

fibility of our proceeding, unlefs we procured a native to condua us. 

He replied, that if he had not lofl: his fight, he would with the greateR 

readinefs have accompanied us on our journey. He alfo confirmed the 

accounts which we had received of the country, and the route to the 

Weilward. I did not negleEl to employ every argument in my power, 

that he might be perfuaded of our friendly dirp0fitions to the inhabitapts 

, wherefoever we might meet them. 

At 
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At fun-rife we perceived a canoe with one man in it on the oppofite J1 793 ' 
une. 

fide of the river, and at our requefl, the blind man called to him to come "--v-.-J 

to US, but he returned no anfwer, and continued his courfe as fafl as he 

coulJ pad0 '7' down the current. He was confidered as a fpy by my men, 

and I ,-,Tas confirmed in that opinion, when I faw a wooden canoe drift-

ing with the (helm clofe in tl) the other {bore, where it was more than 

probable that fame of the natives might be concealed. It might, therefore, 

have b'~cn an urelefs enterpl; fe, or perhaps fatal to the future fuccefs of 

our undertaking, if we had pUl-rued thefe people, as they might, through 

fear, have employed their arms againfl us, and provoked us to retaliate. 

The old man informed me, that fome of the natives whom I had feen 

here were gone up the river, and thofe whonl I faw below had left their 

late Hation to gather a root in the plains, which, when dried, forms a 

confiderabIe article in their v>lnter fio(:}-: of provifions. He had a "roman, 

he faid, "\0\ i: 1, him, who ui{>d to {{>~ us walking alcng the fmall adjoining 

river, but w,'~n he called her he received no anfwer, fo that fhe had pro

bably fled to join her people. He informed me, allo, that he expected 

a confider1ble :lumber of his tribe 1...1 come on the upper part of the river 

to catch fi{!1 for 11lelr prefent fUPPOlt:, and to cure them for their winter 

flare; among wh,rll he had a fon and two brvthers. 

In confequence of thefe communications, I deemed it altogether UI1-

necefEuy to loie any more time at this place, and I informed the old man 

that he mun: accompany me for the purpo[e of int"ocJucing U5 to his 

friends and relations, and that if we met with hi . ., [on or brothers, I de

pended upon him to perfuade them, or fome of their party, to attend us 

as 
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as guides in our meditated expedition. He expreffed his willies to be 
excufed from this fervice, and in other circumfiances we fhould not 

have infified on it, but, fituated as we were, we could not yield to his 

requefi. 

At feven in the morning we left this place, which I named Deferter's 

River or Creek. Our blind guide was, however, fo averfe to continuing 

with us, that I was under the very difagreeable neceffity of ordering the 

men to carry him into the canoe; and this was the firfi act during my 

voyage, that had the femblanceof violent dealing. He continued to 

fpeak in a very loud tone, while he remained, according to his conjec

ture, near enough to the camp to be heard, but in a language that our 

interpreters did not underfiand. On afking him what he faid, and why 

he did 'not fpeak in a language known to us, he replied, that the woman 

underHood him better in that which he fpoke, and he requeUed her, if 

{he heard him, to come for him to the carrying-place, where he ex

pected we fhould leave him. 

At length our canoe was become fo leaky, that it was ahfolutely unfit 

for fervice; and it was the unremitting employment of one perfon to keep 

her clear of water: we, therefore, inquired of the old man where we could 

conveniently obtain the articles neceffary to build a new one; and we un

derfiood from him that, at fome difiance up the river, we fuould find 

:plenty of bark and cedar. 

At ten, being at the foot of a rapid, we raw a [mall canoe coming down 

with two men in it. We thought it would be impoffible for them to 

eicape, 
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~Icape, and therefore {huck off from the !hore with a defign to intercept 

.-, "'3 -/ 

17"> 
J unt. 

them, direaing the old man at the fame time to addrefs them; but they '--v---' 

no looner percei\'cd us, than they fleered into lhe firength of the cur

rent, where I thought that they mufi inevitably perifh; but their atten

tion appeared to be (';1gro{fed by the fituation of their canoe, and they 

efcaped without making us the leaH reply. 

About tLrc r • in the afternoon we perceived a lodge at the entrance of 

a conGderable river on the right, as well as the tracks of people in the 

mud at the mouth of a fmall river on the left. As they appeared to be 

ffelli, we landed, and endeavoured to trace them, but without fuccefs. 

\Y c then croIred O\'er to the lodge, v/hich was deferted, but all the ufual 

furniture of fuch buildings remained untouched. 
I 

Throughout the vvho!e of this day the men had been in a fiate of 

extreme ill-humour, and as they did not choafe openly to vent it upon 

me, they difputed and quarrelled among themfel yes. About [un-f('~ 

the canoe {huck upon the Jlump of a tree, 'xhieh broke a large hole 

in her bottom; a circumfiance that gave them an opportunity to Jet 

laofe their difeontents without referve. I left them as foon as we had 

landed, and afcended an elevated bank, in a fiate of mind which I 

fcaree win1 to recolIea, and {hall not attempt to dcfcribe. At th~s 

place there was a fubterrancous haufe, where I determined to par:; 

the night. The water had rifen £inee we had paIIed down, and i~ 

was with the utmo!l: exertion that we came up Ieveral points in the 

(ouffe of the day. 

Nn 
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179a· ""e embarked at half paft four, with very favourable weather, and at 
Jum:. . 
~ ei<Tht we landed where there was an appearance of our being able to 
Thudday 27' <:) , 

procure bark; we, however, obtained but a fmall quantity. At twelve 

we went on fhore again, and colleeled as much as was neceffary for our 

purpofe. It nO\1{ remained for us to fix on a proper place for building 

another canoe, as it was impoffible to proceed with our old ooe, which 

was become an abfolute wreck. At five in the afternoon we- came to a

{pot well adapted to the bufinefs in \\'hich we were about to· engage. It 

was on a [mall ifland not much encumbered with wood, though there 

was plenty of the fpruce kind on the oppofite land, which was only die 

vided from us by a fmall channel. vVe now landed, but before the canoe 

was unloaded, and the tent pitched, a violent thunder-fi0rm came on,. 

accompanied with rain, which did not fubGde till the night had elored 

in upon us. Two of our men who had been in the woods for axe

handles, raw a deer, and one of them !hot at it, but unluckily miJfed his. 

aim. A net was aIfo prepared and fet in the eddy at the end of the 

ifiand. 

CHAP. 
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-J \.<. 
CHAPTER VII. 

Make prepm'ations to build a canoe. Engage in that important work. It 
proceeds with great expedition. The guide who had dejerted arrives with 

another Indian. He communicates agTeeable intelligence. They take an 

opportunity to quit the ijland. Complete the canoe. Leave the ijlandg 

which 'was now named the Canoe lJland. Obliged to put the people on 

jlwrt allowance. Account of the navigatz'on. DijJicult aftent if a 'rapid., 

Frtjh perplexitie>. Continue our voyage up the 'river. Meet the guide 

and fame if his friends. Conceal.fome pemmican and other arLicllS. 

Make preparations ,[or proceeding over land. Endeavour to ftcure tht; 

canoe tilt our return. Proceed on our journc,Y. Various circurnjlances 

oJ it. 

t 7~3. 
Junco. , 

A L--y----I 
T a very early hour of the mornIng every man was employed in Friday!g. 

making preparations for building another canoe, and different parties 

went in fearch of wood, watape, and gum. At two in the afternoon 

they all returned fuccefsful, except the collectors of gum, and of that 

article it was feared we {hould not obtain here a fullicient fupply for our 

immediate wants. After a neceIfary portion of time allotted for refre{h .. 

ment, each began his refpeHive work. I had an altitude at noon, which 

made us in 53- 2.32. North latitude. 

N n 2 
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Q93' The weather continued to be fine. At five o'clock we renewed our 
June. 

L_V_~ labour, and the canoe was got In a £late of confiderable forward
SaturJay 29. 

ne[s. The conduCtor of the work, though a good man, was re-

markable for the tardinefs of his operations, whatever they might be, 

and more difpofed to eat than to be aCti ve; I, therefore, took this op

portunity of unfolding my fentiments to him, and thereby difcovering 

to all around me the real Hate of my mind, and the refolutions I had 

formed for my future condua. After reproaching him for his general 

i!1t'.ctivity, but particularly on the prefcnt occafion, when our time was 

fa rreciolls, I mentioned the apparent want of economy both of himfelf 

and his companions, in the article of provifions. I informed him that I 

was not allogether a Hranger to their late converfations, from whence 

I drew the conclufion that they 'wiilled to put an end to the voyage. If 

that were fa, I expreffcd my willi that they would be explicit, and tell 

me at once of their determination to follow me no longer. I concluded,.. 

however, by affuring him, that whatever plan they had meditated to pur

fue, it was my fixed and unalterable determination to proceed, in fpite 

of every diHlculty that might oppore, or danger that fl10uld threaten me. 

The man was very much mortified at my addreffing this remonfirance 

particularly to him; and replied, that he did not dererve my difpleafure 

more than the rea of them. My objeEl being _an[ wered, the cOJ.lverfa~ 

tion dropped, and the work went on. 

About two in the afternoon one of the men perceived a canoe with 

two natives in it, coming along the infide of the ifland, but the water 

being !hallow, it turned back, and we imagined that on perceiving us 

they had taken the alarm; but we were agreeably furprifed on feeing 

them 
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them come up the outfide of the ifland, when we reco~nifed our guide, 1793· 
uo J unt>o 

and one of the natives whom we had already [een. The former began '-,--.J 

immediately to apologize for his conduct, and affured me that fince 

he had left me, his whole time had been employed in [earching after 

his family, who had been feized with the general panic, that had 

been occafioned by the [alre reports of the people who had firH fled 

from us. He [aid it wa" generally apprehended by the natives that 

we had been unfriendly to their relations above, who were expeaed 

upon the river in great numbers at this time; and that many of the 

j-\.tnalt or Chin nation, ,had come up the river to where we had been, 

in the hope of feeing us, and ".'ere very much difpleafed with him 

and his friends for haying negleaed to give them an early notice of 

our arrival there. He added, that the two men whom we had [een 

yefierda y, or the day before, were jufl: returned from their rendezvou~, 

with the natives of the rea coail, and had brought a meffage from his 

brother-in-law, that he had a new axe for him, and Hal to forget to 

bring a moofe {kin dreffed in exchange, which he aaually had in his 

canoe. He ex peaed to meet him, he [aid, at the other end of the-

carrying-place. 

This was as p leafing intelligence as we had reafon to expeCt, and 

it is almofi fuperfluous to obft'rve that ,ve Hood in great need of it. 

I had a meridian altitude, wLich gave 53· 3. 7. North latitude. I aHo 

took time in the fore and afternoon, that gave a Inean of 1. 37· 42~ 

Achrometer flow apparent time, which, with an obferved immerfion 

of Jupiter's firft fatellite, made our longitude 122. 48. vVen: of Green-

wich.. 

The' 
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The blind old man gave a very favourable account of us to his friends, 

, and they all three were very merry together during the whole of the 

afternoon. That our guide, however, might not efcape from us during 

the night~ I determined to watch him. 

Sunday 30. Our {hangers conduaed themfelves with great good-humour through-

July. 
~londay 1. 

out the day. According to their information we fhould find their friends 

above and below the carrying-place. They mentioned, alfo, that fame 

of them were not of their tribe, but are allied to the people of the fea 

coail, who trade with the white men. I had a meridian altitude, that 

gave 53. 3. 17 . North latitude. 

Lan night I had the firfl watch, when one of my Indians propored to 

fit up with me, as he underfiood, from the old lnan's converfation, that 

he intended, in the courfe of the night, to make his efcape. Accord

ingly at eleven I extinguifhed my light, and fat quietly in my tent, from 

whence I could obferve the motions of the natives. About twelve, 

though the night was rather dark, I oblerved the old man creeping on his 

hands and knees towards the \vater-fide. \Ve accordingly followed him 

"ery quietly to the canoe, and he would have gone away with it, if he 

had not been interrupted in his defign. On upbraiding him for his 

treacherous condua, when he had been treated with fa much kindnefs 

by us, he denied the intention of which we accufed him, and declared 

that his fole objeEt was to affuage his thirfl. At length, however, he 

acknowledged the truth, and when we brought him to the fire, his 

friends, who now awoke, on being informed of what had paned, repro

bated his condua, and aiked him how he could expeCl that the white 

people 
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people would return to thls country, if they experienced fuch ungrateful 

treatment. 

17°,~· 
July. 

The guide faid, for his part, he was not a woman, and would L-y-.-l 

never run away through fear. But notwithflanding this courageous de

claration, at one I awakened Mr. Mackay, related to him what had 

pafTed, and requefied him not to indulge himfelf in fleep till I fhould 

rife. It was feven before I awoke, and on quitting rny tent I was fur

prifed at not feeing the guide and his companion, and my apprehenfions 

v·,rere increafed when I obferved that the canoe was removed from its 

late fituation. To my inquiries after them, fame of the men very COffi

pofedIy anf\l,'ered that they were gone up the river, and had left the old 

man behind them. Mr. Mackay alfo told me, that while he was bufily 

employed on the canoe, they had got to the point before he had obferved 

their departure. The interpreter now informed me that at the dawn of 

day the guide had exprefTed his deugn, as foon as the fun was up, to go 

and wait for us, where he might find his friends. I hoped this might 

be true; but that my people fhould fuffer them to depart without 

giving me notice, was a circumfiance that awakened very painful re

fleClions in my breafi. The weather was clear in the forenoon. My ob-. 

fervation this day gave 53. 3. 32. North latitude. 

At five in the afternoon our vefTel was completed, and ready for fer

VIce. She proved a fironger and better boat than the old one, though 

had it not been for the gum obtained from the latter, it would have been 

a matter of great difficulty to have procured a fuHiciency of that article 

to have prevented her from leaking. The remainder pf the day was 

employed by the people in cleaning and refrefhing themfelves, as they 

had enjoyed no relaxation from their labour fince we landed on this fpot. 

The 
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1793- The old man having manifefied for various and probably very falJa~ 
July. 

'--y---'cious rearons, a very great averfion to accompany us any further, it did 

not appear that there was any neceffity to force his inclination. We 

now put our arms in order, which was Coon accomplifhed, as they were 

at all times a general objea of attention. 

Tuefday 2. It rained throughout the night, but at half paf1: three we were ready to 

embark, "when I offered to condua the old man where he had fuppofed 

we fhould meet his friends, but he declined the propofition. I therefore 

direCled a few pounds of pemmican to be left with him, for his imme

<1iate fupport, and took leave of him and the place, which I named Canoe 

IUand. During our fiay there we had been moil cruelly tormented by 

flies, particularly the fand-fl y, ,d1ich I am difpofed to confider as the 

mon tormenting infeCl of its fize in nature. I was alfo compelled to 

put the people upon {hort allowance, and confine them to two meals 

a-day, a regulation peculiarly offenfive to a Canadian voyager. One 

of thefe meals was compored of the dried ro\\"s of fifh, pounded, and 

boiled in water, thickened with a fmall quantity of flour, and fattened 

with a bit of grian. There articles, being brought to the confif1:ency 

of an haHy pudding, produced a fubIlanti~1 and not unpleafant diCh. 

The natives are very careful of the rows of fifh, which they dry, and pre

fen'ein bafkets made of bark. Thofe we ured V.Tre found in the huts of the 

nra people who fled from us. During our abode in Canoe Iiland, the water 

funk three perpendicular feet. I now gave the men a dram each, which 

could not but be confidered, at this time, as a very comfortable treat. 

They were, indeed, in high fpirits, when they perceived the fuperior 

excellence of the new veffeJ, and refleCled that it was the work of their 

own hands. 

At 
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At eleven we arrived at the rapids, and the foreman, who had not t793· 
July. 

forgotten the fright he fuffered on coming down it, propored that the ~ 

canoe and lading fhould be carried over the lTIountain. I threatened him 

with taking the office of foreman on myfelf, and fuggeHed the evident 

change there was in the appearance of the \\"ater fince we pa{fed it, which 

upon examination had funk four feet and an half. As the water did 

not feem fo Chong on the vVen fide, I determined to crofs over, having 

fira put Mr. Mackay, and our two hunters, on filOre, to try the woods 

for game. We accordingly traverfed, and got up clo[c along the rocks, 

to a confiderable difiance, with the paddles, when we could proceed no 

further without affiHance from the line; and to draw it acrois a perpen-

dicular rock, for the diHance of fifty fathoms, appeared to be an infur

mountable obfiacle. The general opinion was to return, and carryon 

the other fide; I defired, however, two of the men to take the line, which 

was feventy fathoms in length, with a fmall roll of bark, and endeavour to 

climb. up the rocks, from whence they were to defcend on the other fide of 

that which oppofed our progrefs; tbey were then to fallen the end of the 

line to the roll of bark, which the current would bring to us; this being 

effected, they would be able to draw us up. This was an enterprife of 

difficulty and danger, but it was crowned with fuccefs; though to get to 

the water's edge above, the men were obliged to let themfelves down 

with the line, run round a tree, from the fummit of the rock. By a re-

petition of the fame operation, we at length cleared the rapid, with the 

additional trouble of carrying the canoe, and unloading at two cafcades. 

"Ve were not more than two hours getting up this difficult part of the 

river, including the time employed in repairing an hole which had been 

broken in the canoe, by the negligence of the Heerfman. 

o 0 I-Iere 
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Here we expeBed to meet with the natives, but there was not the 

leaft appearance of them, except that the guide, his companion, and two 

others, had apparently paffed the carrying-place. ~Te faw Ieveral fifh leap 

out of the water, which appeared to be of the [almon kind. The old man, 

indeed, had informed us that this was the [earon when the large fifh be

gin to come up the river. Our hunters returned, but had not feen the 

track of any animal. We now continued our journey; the current was 

not {hong, but we met with frequent impediments from the fallen trees, 

which lay along the banks. VVe landed at eight in the evening j and 

fuffered indefcribable inconveniences from the flies. 

It had rained hard in the night, and there was fame [mall rain in the 

morning. At four we entered our canoe, and at ten we came to a fmall 

river, which anfwered to the defcription of that whofe courfe the natives 

faid, they follow in their journies towards the fea coaft; we therefore put 

into it, and endeavoured to difcover if our guide had landed here; but 

there were no traces of him or of any others. My former perplexities 

were now renewed. If I paffed this river, it was probable that I might 

mifs the natives; and I had reafon to fufpea that my men would not 

confent to return thither. As for attempting the woods, without a guide, 

to introduce us to the firfi inhabitants, fuch a determination would be 

little !hort of abfolute madners. At length, after much painful reHec

tion, I relolved to come at once to a full explanation with my people, 

and I experienced a confiderable relief from this refolution. Accord

ingly, after repeating the promife they had fa lately made me, on our 

putting back up the river, I reprefented to them that this appeared to 

me to be the fpot from which the natives took their departure for the 

rea 
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rea coan, and added, withal, that I was determined to try it; for though ~ 793· 
.J lJl y. 

our guide had left us, it was pollible that, while we were making the L_y--' 

neceffary preparations, he or fome others might appear, to relieve us 

from qur prefent difficulties. I now found, to my great fatisfaElion, 

that they bad not come to any fixed determination among themfelves, 

as fome of them immediately affented to undertake the woods with me. 

Others, however, fuggefied that it might be better to proceed a few 

leagues further up the river, in expeHation of finding our guide, 

or procuring another, and that after all we might return hither. 

This plan I very readily agreed to adopt, but before I left this place, 

to which I gave the name of the ",T efi-Road River, I fent fome of 

the men into the woods, in different direElions, and went fome 

difiance up the river myfelf, which I found to be navigable only for 

fmall canoes. Two of the men found a good beaten path, leading up 

an hill jufi behind us, which I imagined to be the great road. 

At four in the afternoon we left this place, proceeding up the riYer; 

an~ had not been upon the water more than three quarters of an hour, 

when we faw two canoes coming with the fiream. No [ooner did the 

people in them perceive us than they landed, and we went on {hore at 

the fame place with them. They proved to be our guide, and fix of his 

relations. He was covered with a painted beaver robe, [0 that we 

fcarcely knew him in his fine habiliment. I-Ie infiantly defired us to 

acknowledge that he had not difappointed us, and declared, at the fame 

time, that it was his confiapt intention to keep his word. I accord

ingly gave him a jacket, a pair of trowfers, and an handkerchief, as 

a reward for his honourable condua. The {hangers examined us with 

002 the 
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the mon minute attention, and two of them, as I was now informed, be

longed to the people whom we firfi. faw, and who fled with fa much 

alarm from us. They told me, alfo, that they were fo terrified on that 

occafion, as not to approach their huts for two days; and thc:t when 

they ventured thither, they found the greater part of their property de

firoyed, by the fire running in the ground. According to their ac

count, they were of a different tribe, though I found no difference in 

their language from that of the Nagailas or Carriers. They are called 

Nafcud Denee. Their lodges were at fame diHance, on a [mall lake, 

where they take fifh, and if our guide had not gone for them there, we 

fuould not have feen an human being on the river. They informed me 

that the road by their habitation is the {hortefi, and they propofed th~t 

we fuould take it. 

Tuefday 4- At an early hour this morning, and at the fuggeUion of our guide, 

we proceeded to the landing-place that leads to the firangers lodges. 

Our great difficulty here was to procure a temporary feparation 

from our company, in order to hide fame articles we could not carry 

with us, and which it would have been imprudent to leave in the power 

of the natives. Accordingly Mr. Mackay, and one of our Indians em

barked ~ith them, and [oon run out of our fight. At our fira hiding

place we left a bag of pemmican, weighing ninety pounds, two bags of 

wild rice, and a gallon keg of gunpowder. Previous to our putting 

there articles in the ground, we rolled them up in oil cloth, and dreffed 

leather. In the fecond hiding-place, and guarded with the fame rollers, 

we hid two bags of Indian corn, or maize, and a bale of different articles 

of merchandife. When we had completed this important objeCl, we· 

proceeded 



· NORTH·WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA. 

proceeded till half paft eight, when we ICtnded at the entrance of a Iinall 

rivulet, where our friends were waiting for us. 

Here it was neceffary that we fhould Iea\o'e our canoe, and whatever we 

could not carryon our backs. In the firfi place, therefore, we prepared 

a fiage, on "'hich the canoe was placed bottom upwards; and fhaded by 

a covering of fmall trees and branches, to keep her from the [un. '\tVe 

then built an oblong hollow [quare, ten feet by five, of green logs, 

wherein we placed every article it was neceIfary for tis to leave here, and 

covered the whole with large pieces of timber. 

'\tVhile we were eagerly employed in this neceffary bufinefs, our guide 

and his companions were [0 impatient to be gone, that we could not per· 

fuade the fanner to wait till we were prepared for our departure, and we 

had fame difficulty in perfuading another of the natives to remain, who 

had undertook to condua us where the guide had promifed to wait our 

arrival. 

At noon we were in a Rate of preparation to enter the woods, an 

undertaking of which I {hall not here give any preliminary opinion, but 

leave thofe who read it to judge for themfelves. 

We carried on our backs four bags and an half of pemmican, 

weighing from eighty. five to ninety pounds each; a cafe with my inUru

ments, a parcel of goods for prefents, weighing ninety pounds, and a par

cel containing ammunition of the [arne weight. Each of the Canadians 

had a burden of about ninety pounds, with a gun, and lome ammuni-

tion. 

1793-
July. 

'--v---' 
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tion. The Indians had about forty-five pounds weight of pemmican to 

carry, befides their gun, &c. with which they were very much diffatis

fied, and if they had dared would have inll:antly left us. They had 

hitherto been very much indulged, but the moment was now arrived 

when indulgence was no longer praa;cable. My own load, and that of 

Mr. Mackay, confill:ed of twenty-two pounds of pemmican, fome rice, a 

little fugar, &c. amounting in the whole to about feventy pounds each, 

befides our arms and ammunition. I had alfo the tube of my telefcope 

fwung acrors my fhoulder, which was a troublefome addition to my bur-

. then. It was determined that we fhuuld content ourfelves with two meals 

a.day, which were regulated without d~fficulty, as our provifions did not 

require the ceremony of cooking. 

In this fiate of equipment we began our Journey, as I have already 

mentioned, about twelve at noon, the commencement of which was a 

fieep arcent of about a mile; it lay along a well-beaten path, but the 

country through which it led was rugged and ridgy, and full of wood. 

\Vhen we were in a fiate of extreme heat, from the toil of our journey, 

the rain came on, and continued till the evening, and even when it 

ceafed the underwood continued its drippings upon us. 

About half pafi fix we arrived at an Indian camp of three fires, where 

we found our guide, and on his recommendation we determined to re

main there for the night. The computed dill:ance of this day's journey 

was about twelve geographical miles; the courfe about Well. 

At fun-fet an elderly man and three other natives joined us from the 

W.efiward. 
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Wefiward. The former bore a lance that very much rerembled a fer

jeant's halberd. He had lately received it, by way of barter, from the 

natives of the Sea-eoan, w110 procured it from the white men. \Ve 

lliould meet, he faid, with many of his countrymen \I,:ho had jufl: re

turned from thence. According to his report, il did not require more 

than fix days journey, for people who are not heavily laden, to reach 

the country of thore with whom they bartered their fkins for iron, &c, 

and from thence it is not quite two day's march to the fea. They pro

pofed to fend two young men on bl"fore us, to notify to the different 

tribes that we 'were approaching, that they might not be furprifed at our 

appearance, and be difpored to afford us a friendly receplion. This was 

a meafure which I could not but approve, and endeavoured by forne 

fmall prefents to prepoffefs our couriers in our favour. 

Thefe people live but poorly at this feafon, and I could procure no 

provifion from them, but a few fmall, dried fifh, as I think, of the carp 

kind. They had feveral European articles; and one of them had a 

{hip of fur, which appeared to me to be of the lea otter. He obtained 

it from the natives of the coail, and exchanged it with me for fome 

beads and a brafs crofs. 

We retired to rell in as much fecurity as if we had been long habituated 

to a confidence in our prefent afIociates: indeed, we had no alternative; 

for fo great were the fatigues of the day in our mode of travelling, that 

we were in great need of reft at night. 

1793· 
July. 
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We had no fooner laid ourfelves down to ren Iail night, than the Friday 5-

natl ves 
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1 '193, natives began to fing, in a manner very different from what I had been 
July. 
~ accuflomed to hear among favages. It was not accompanied either with 

dancing, drum, or rattle ; but confifled of foft, plaintive tones, and a modu

lation that was rather agreeable: it had fomewhat the air of church muuc. 

As the natives had requefled me not to quit them at a very early hour in 

the morning, it was five before I defired that the young men, who were to 

proceed with us, !hould depart, when they prepared to ret off: but, on 

calling to our guide to condua us, he laid, that he did not intend to 

accompany us any further, as the young men would anfwer our purpofe 

as well as himfelf. I knew it would be in vain to remonfirate with 

him, and therefore lubmitted to his caprice without a reply. However, I 

thought proper to inform him, that one of my people had loll his dag, 

or poignard, and req ueRed his affiHance in the recovery of it. He aiked 

me what I would give him to conjure it back again; and a knife was 

agreed to be the price of his necromantic exertions. Accordingly, all 

the clags and knives in the place were gathered together, and the natives 

formed a circle round them; the conjurer alfo remaining in the middle. 

When this part of the ceremony was arranged, he began to fing, the relf 

joining in the chorus; and after fame time he produced the poignard 

~,\'hich was {huck in the ground, and returned it to me. 

'At feven,we were ready to depart; when I was furprifed to hear our 

late guide propore, without any folicitation on our part, to refume his oHice; 

and he aaually conduaed us as far as a fmalllake, where we found an en

campment of three families. The young men who had undertaken to con

dua us were not well underfiood by my interpreters, who continued to 

be fo difpleafed with their journey, that they performed this ·part of their 

duty 
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duty with great reluElance. I endeavoured to perruade an elderly man j~f:~:. 
of this encampment to accompany us to the next tribe, but no induce- L-_y---' 

ment of mine could prevail on him to comply with my wifhes. I was, 

therefore, obliged to content myfelf with the guides I had already en-

gaged, for whom we were obliged to wait [orne time, till they had 

provided fhoes for their journey. I exchanged two halfpence here, 

one of his prerent Majefiy, and the other of the State of Mafh-

chufet's Bay, coined in 1787. They hung as ornaments in children's 

ears. 

My fituation here was rendered rather unplearant by the treatment 

which my hunters received from there people. The former, it appeared, 

were confidered as belonging to a tribe who inhabit the mountains, and 

are the natural enemies of the latter. We had alfo been told by one of 

the natives, of a very nern afpeCt, that he had been nabbed by a rela

tion of theirs, and pointed to a fear as the proof of it. I was, there

fore, very glad to proceed on my journey. 

Our guides conduCted us along the lake through thick woods, and 

without any path, for about a mile and an half, when we loa fight of it. 

This piece of water is about three miles long and one broad. ~r e then 

craned a creek and entered upon a beaten track, through an open coun

try, fprinkled with cyprefs trees. At twelve the {ky became black, 

and an heavy gull: with rain {hortly followed, which continued for ur

wards of an hour.,,· When we pexceived the approaching fiorm, we fixed' 

our thin, light oil-cloth to [creen us from it. On renewing our march, 

as the bullies were very wet, I defired our gllides, they having no bur ... 

p p den:;~ 
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dens, to walk in front, and beat them as they went: this talk they,chofe J 793. 
July. 

L_y_...J to decline, and accordingly I undertook it. Our road now lay along a 

1ake, and acrofs a creek that ran into it. The guides informed me, that 

this part of the country abounds in beaver: many traps were feen along 

the road which had been fet for 1ynxes and martens. About a quarter 

of a mile from the place where we had been flopped by the rain, the 

ground was covered with hail, and as we advanced, the hailfiones in

creafed in fize, fame of them being as big as muiltet-balls. In this man

ner \':~s the ground whitened for upwards of two miles. At five in the

a fternoon we arrived on the banks of another lake, when it again threat

C!led rain; and we had already been fufficientIy wetted in the courfe of 

the day, to look with complacency towards a repetition of it: we ac

cordingly fixed our fued, the rain continuing with great violence through 

the remainder of the day: it was, therefore~ determined, that we lliould 

fiop here for the night. 

In the courfe of the day we paffed three winter huts; they confified of 

low walls, with a rid3c-pole, covered with the branches of the Canadian 

balfam-tree. One of my men had a violent pain in his knee, and I 

an~ed the guides to take a illare of his burden, as they had nothing to 

carry but their beaver robes, and bows and arrows, but they could not 

be made to undedland a word of my req uell. 

::~turd3y 6. At four this morning I arore from my bed, fuch as it was. As we' 

mun have been in a moll unfortunate predicament, if our guides lhould 

have deferted us in the night, by way of fecurity, I propared to the 

youngell of them to ficep with me", and he readily confented. There 

people 
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people have no covering but their beaver garments, and that of my com· 1793· 
July. 

panions was a neft of vermin. I, however, fpread it under us, and having ~ 

laid down upon it, we covered ourfelves with my camblet cloak. My 

companion's hair being greafed with fifh-oil, and his body fmeared with 

red earth, my fenfe of fmelling, as well as that of feeling, threatened to 

interrupt my reft; but thefe inconveniences yielded to my fatigue, and 

1 paffed a night of found repofe. 

I took the lead in our march, as I had done yefterday, in order to 

clear the branches of the wet which continued to hang upon them. We 

proceeded with all pallible expedition through a level country with but 

little under-wood; the larger trees were of the fir kind. At half paft 

eight we fell upon the road, which we firfl: intended to have taken from 

the Great River, and mnft be {barter than that which we had travelled. 
:j 

The Wen-road river was alfo in fight, winding through a valley. \Ve had 

not met with any water fince our encampment of laft night, and though 

we were affiiaed with violent thirfi, the river was at fuch a dillance 

from us, and the defcent to it fo long and £leep, that we were compelled 

to be fatisfied with caning our longing looks towards it. There appeared 

to be more water in the river here, than at its difcharge. The Indian 

account, that it is nayigable for their canoes, is, I believe, perfealy 

correCt. 

Our guides now told us, that as the road was very good and well 

traced, they would proceed to inform the next tribe that we were coming. 

This information was of a very unpleafant nature; as it would have 

been eary for them to turn off the road at an hundred yards from us, and, 

p p 2 wheR 
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when we had paffed them, to return home. I propored that one of them 

fhould remain with us, while two of my people £hould leave their loads 

behind and accompany the other to the lodges. But they would not flay 

to hear our perruafions, and were foon out of fight. 

I now defired the Cancre to leave his burden, take a [mall quan

tity of provifion, with his arms and blanket~ and follow me. I alfo 

told my men to come on as faft as they could, and that I would wait for 

them as roan as I had formed an acquaintance with the natives of the 

country before us. '\tVe accordingly followed our guides with all the 

expedition in our power, but did not overtake them till we came to a 

family of natives, conflfling of one man, two women, and fix children, 

with whom we found them. Thefe people betrayed no figns of fear at 

our appearance, and the man 'willingly converfed with my interpreter,. 

to whom he made himfelf more intelligible, than our guides had been 

able to do. They, however, had informed him of the object of our 

journey. He pointed out to us one of his wives, who was a native of the 

rea coafl, which was not a very great diflance from us. This woman 

was more inclined to corpulency than any we had yet feen, was of low 

nature, with an oblong face, grey eyes, and a £lattiil1 nofe. She was de

corated with ornaments of various kinds, fuch as large blue beads, either 

pendant from her ears, encircling her neck, or braided in her hair: {he 

alfo wore bracelets of brafs, copper, and horn. Her garments confined 

of a kind of tunic, which was covered with a robe of matted bark, 

fringed round the bottom with {kin of the fea otter~ None of the women 

whom I had feen {ince we crofTed the mountain wore this kind of tuniC"; 

their blankets being merely girt round the \vaifi. She had learned th¢ 

Ian g_u age 
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language of her hufband's trihe, and confirmed his account, that we were· 

~93 
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at no great difiance from the fea. They were on their way, fhe faid, L-_~ 

to the great river to fifh. Age feemed to be an objefr of great venera-

tion among thefe people, for they carried an old woman by turns on their. 

backs who was quite blind and infirm from the very advanced period of 

her life. 

Our people having joined us and refled themfe1v~s, I requefled aUf 

guides to proceed, when the elder of Wem told me that he fllould not go 

any further, but that thefe people would fend a boy to accompany his 

brother, and I began to think myfelf rather fortunate, that we were not 

deferted by them all. 

About noon we parted, and in two hours we cam~ up ,vith two men 

and their families: when we firfl fdW them they wele fitting down, as if 

to refl: themfelves; but no fooner did they perceive us lhan they roie up 

and feized their arms. The boys who were bt-hind us immedialely ran 

forwards and fpoke to them, when they laid by their arms and received 

us as friends. They had been eating ~re(:,l1 berries and dried fifh. We 

had, indeed, fcarcely joined them, when a woman and a boy came from 

the river with water, which they very hofpitably gave us to drink. The 

people of this party had a very fickly appearance, which might have 

been the confequence of difeafe, or that indolence which is fo natural to, 

them, or of both. One of the women had a tattooed line along the chin J 

of the fame length as her mouth .. 

The lads DOW informed me that they would go no further, but that 
there, 
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1793. thefe men would take their places; and they parted from their families 
July. 

'--v---' with as little apparent concern, as if they were entire Grangers to each 

other. One of them was very well underfiood .by my interpreter, and 

had refided alllong the natives of the fea ~oafi, whom he had left but a 

{hort time. According to his information, we were approaching a river, 

which was neither large nor long, but whofe banks are inhabited; and 

that in the bay which the fea forms at the mouth of it, a great wooden 

canoe, with white people, arrives about the time when the leaves begin 

to grow: I prefume in the early part of lVlay. 

After we parted with the Ian people, we came to an uneven, hilly, 

and [wampy country, through which our way was impeded by a con

fiderable number of fallen trees. At five in the afternoon we were oyer· 

taken by a heavy {howcr of rain and hail, and being at the fame time 

very much fatigued, we encamped for the night near a [mall creek. Our 

courfe, till we came to the river, was about South-Weft ten miles, and 

then Well, twelve or fourteen miles. I thought it prudent, by way of 

fecurity, to fubmit to the fame inconveniences I have already defcribed, 

and {hared the beaver robe of one of my guides during the night. 

Sunday 7. I was fo bufily employed in colleaing intelligence from our conduc

tors, that I Iail night forgot to wind up my time-piece, and it was the 

onl y inllance of fuch an aa of negligence fince I left Fort Chepewyan, 

on the 11th of JaH Oaober. At five we quitted our nation, and pro

ceeded acrofs two mountains, covered wilh fpruce, poplar, white birch, 

and other trees. We then defcended into a level country, where we 

found a good road, through woods of cypTefs. Vie then came to two 

fmall 
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fmaIllakes, at the difiance of about f6urteen miles. eourfe about Wen. 1i93· 
July. 

Through them the river paffes, and our road kept in a parallel line wilh L-_y----'. 

it on a range of elevated ground. On obferving fome people before us, 

our guides hafiened to meet them, and, on their approach, one of them 

fiepped forward with an axe in his hand. This party confined only of 

a man, two women, ~nd the fame number of children. The elden of 

the women, who probably was the man's mother, was engaged, when we 

joined them, in clearing a circu1ar fpot, of about five feet in diameter, 

of the weeds that infdledit; nor did our arrival interrupt her employ

ment, which was [acred to the memory of the dead. The fpot to which 

her pious care was devoted, contained the grave of an huIband, and a 

fan, and whenever {he paITed this way, {he always flopped to pay this 

tribute of affeaion. 

As foon as we had taken our morning allowance, we fet forwards, and 

about three we perceived more people before us. After fame alarm we 

came up with them. They confined of [even men, as many women, and 

feveral children. Here I was under the neceffity of procuring another 

guide, and "'e continued our route on the [arne fide of the river, till fix 

in the evening, when we croIred it. It was knee deep, and about an 

hundred yards over. I wifhed now to flop for the night, as we were all 

of us very much fatigued, but our guide recommended us to proceed 

()nwards to a family of his friends, at a iInall difiance from thence, where 

we arrived at half paft feven. He had gone forward, and procured us a 

welcome and quiet reception. There being a net hanging to dry, I re

quelled the· man to prepare and fet it in the water, which he did with 

great expedition" and then pre[ented me with a few fmall dried fiIh. Our 

couffe-
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.courre was South-\Vefl: :~bout twelve miles, part of which was an exten .. 

five fwamp, that was feldom lefs than knee deep. In the courfe of the 

aftt"rnoon we had feveral {bowers of rain. I had attempted to take an 

altitude, but it was paft m~ridian. The' water of,the river before the 

lodge was quite Hill, and expanded itfelf into the form of a [mall lake. In 

many other places, indeed, it had affumed the fame form. 

It rained throughout the night, and it was feven in the morning be

fore the weather would allow us to proceed. The guide brought me 

fiye fmall boiled filli, in a platter made of bark; fame of them were of 

the carp kind, and the refl .of a fpecies for which I am not qualified to 

furnifh a name. Having dried our clothes, we fet off on ollr march 

about eight, and our guide very cheerfully continued to accompany us; 

but he was not altogether fo intelligible as his predeceffors in our fervice. 

We learned from him, however, that this lake, through which the river 

paffes, extends to the foot of the mountain, and that he expeaed to meet 

nine men, of a tribe which inhabits the North fide of the river. 

In this part of our journey we were furprifed with the appearance of 

feveral regular baions, fome of them furnifhed with water, and the others 

empty; their flope from the edge to the bottom form'ed an angle of about 

forty-five degrees, and their perpendicular depth was about twelve feet. 

Thofe that contained water, difcovered gravel near their edges, while 

the empty ones were covered with graIs and herbs, among which we 

dilcovered rnuflard, and mint. There were alfo feveral places from 

whence the water appears to have retired, which are covered with the 

fame foil and herbage. 

We 



\ 

NORTH-WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA. 

We now proceeded along a very uneven country, the upper parts of 1793· 
July. 

which were covered with poplars, a little under-wood, and ·plenty of '-..-.J 

grais: the intervening vallies were watered with rivulets. From thde 

circumflances, and the general appearance of vegetation, I could not ac-

count for the apparent abfence of animals of every kind. 

At two in the afternoon we arrived at the largefi river that we had 

feen, fince we left our canoe, and which forced its way between and 

over the huge fiont's that oppored its current. Our couffe was about 

South-South-Wen fixteen miles along the river, which might here 

jufiify the title of a lake. The road was good, and our next courfe, 

which was \Vt'il by South, brought us onward ten mdes, where we 

encamped, fatjgued and wet, it having rained three parts of the day. 

This river abounds with £1fh, and muH fall into the great river, further 

down than we had ex tended our voyage. 

A heavy and continued rain fell through great part of the night, and a5 

we were in fame meafure expored to it, time was required to dry our 

clothes; fa that it was half pan [even in the morning before we were ready 

to fet out. As we found the country fa deflitute of game, and foreree

ing the difficulty of procuring provifions for ou r return, I thought it pru

dent to conceal half a bag of pemmican: having lent off the Indians, 

and all my people except two, we buried it under the fire-place, as we had 

done on a former occafion. vVe foon o\'ertook our party, and con

tinued our route along the river or lake. About twelve I had an altitude, 

but it was inaccurate from the cloudinefs of the weather. \i\Te continued 

our progrefs till five in the afternoon, when the water began to narrow, 

Q q and 
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1793. and in about half an hour we came to a ferry, where we found a fmall 
July. 

'--y--' raft. Al this time it began to thunder, and torrents of rain foon followed, 

which terminated our journey for the day. Our courfe was about South, 

twenty-one miles from the lake already mentioned. We now difcovered 

the tops of mountains, covered with fnow, over very high intermediate 

land. We killed a whitehead and a grey eagle, and three grey par~ 

tridges; we law alfo two otters in the river, and feveral beaver lodges 

along it. ~lhen the rain ceaied, we caught a few fmall fifh, and repaired 

the raft for the fervice of the enfuing day. 

V.'cdnef. 10. At an early hour of this morning we prepared to crofs the water. The 

traverIe is about thirty yards, and it required five trips to get us all 

over. At a {hort diflance below, a fmall river falls in, that comes from 

the direaion in which we were proceeding. It is a rapid for about 

three hundred yards, when it expands into a lake, along which our road 

conduEied us, and beneath a range of beautiful hills, covered with ver

dure. At half pan eight we came to the termination of the lake, where 

there were two houfes that occupied a man delightful fituation,and as they 

contained their neceffary furniture, it feemed probable that their owners 

intended fil0rtly to return. Near them were feveral graves or tombs, to 

which the natives are particularly attentive, and never fuffer any her

bage to grow upon them. In about half an hour we reached a place 

where there were two temporary huts, that contained thirteen men, with 

whom we found our guide who had preceded us, in order to fecure a 

good reception. The buildings were detached from each other, and 

conveniently placed for fiGling in the lake. Their inhabitants called 

themfelves Sloua-cufs-Dinais, which denomination" as far as my inter-

preter" • 
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preter could explain it to me, I underflood to mean Red.fifh Men. 1793· 
July. 

They were much more cleanly, healthy, and agreeable in their appear- L-y---...J 

ance, than any of the natives whom we had pafTed; neverthelefs, I have 

no doubt that they are the fame people, from their name alone, which is 

of the Chepewyan language. My interpreters, however, underflood very 

little of what they {aid, fo that I did not expect much information from 

them. Some of them faid it was a journey of four days to the rea, and 

others were of opinion that it was fix; and there were among them who 

extended it to eight; but they all uniformly declared that they had been 

to the coall. They did not entertain the fmallefi apprehenfion of 

danger from us, and, when we difcharged our pieces, expre{[ed no fen-

falion but that of afionifhment, which, as may be fuppofed, was pro

portionably.encreafed when one of the hunters fhot an eagle, at a con. 

fiderable difiance. At twelve I obtained an altitude, which made 

our latitude 53. 4. 32. North, being not fo far South as I ex .. 

peEled. 

I now went, accompanied by one of my men, an interpreter, and the 

guide, to vifit fome huts at the diflance of a mile. On our arrival the in

habitants prefented us with a difh of boiled trout, of a fmall kind. The 

fifh would have been excellent if it had not tafled of the kettle, which 

was made of the bark of the white fpruce, and of the dried grafs with 

which it was boiled. Befides this kind of trout, red and white carp and 

jub, are the only fifh I faw as the produce of thefe waters. 

There people appeared to live in a flate of comparative comfort: 

they take a greater {hare in the labour of the women" than is common 

Q q 2 among' 
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among the favage tribes, and are, as I was informed, content with one 

J wife. Though this circumHance may proceed rather from the difficulty 

of procuring fubGflence, than any habitual averuon to polygamy. 

My prerent guide now informed me, that he could not proceed any 

further, and I accordingly engaged two of thde people to lucceed- him 

jn that office; but when they ddired us to proceed on the beaten path 

without them, as they could not fet off till the following day, I deter

mined to flay that night, in order to accommodate myfelf to their con

venience. I diflributed fome trifles among the wives and children of the 

men who were to be our future guides, and returned to my people. "\Ve 

came back by a different way, and paITed by two buildings, ereHed be

tween four trees, and about fifteen fCet from the ground, whIch ap

peared to me to be intended as magazines for winter provifions. At 

four in the afternoon, we proceeded with confiderable expedition, by 

the fide of the lake, till fix, when we came to the end of it: we then 

fhuck off through a much lefs beaten track, and at half paft feven flopped 

for the night. Our courfe was about \Vefi-South- 'Vefl thirteen miles .. 

and Wefl fix miles. 

Thurfday 11. I paffed a moll: uncomfortable night: the firfi part of it I was tor. 

mented with flies, and in the latter deluged ,,·jth rain. In the morning 

the weather cleared, and as foon as our clothes were dried, we pro

ceeded through a morafs. This part' of the country had been laid waRe 

by fire, and the fallen trees added to the pain and perplexity of our 

way. An high, rocky ridge firetched along our left. Though the rain 

returned, we continued our progrefs till noon, when our guides took to 

fome 
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fame trees for fhelter. \\re then fpread our oil-cloth, and, wiiIl Come j:X~: 

difficulty, made a fire. About two the rain ceafed, when we continued L_V-~ 

our journey through the fame kind of country which we had hitherto 

pdfed. At half paft three we came in fight of a lake; the land, at the 

fame time gradually rifing to a range of mountains whore tops were 

covered with fnow. \\' e foon after obferved two frelll tracks, which 

feemed to furprife our guides, but they fuppofed them to have been 

mad,~ by the inhabitants of the country who were come into this part of 

it to fiCh. At five in the afternoon we were fo wet and cold, (for it had 

at intervals continued to rain,) that we were cOn1j)tllfd to Hop for the 

night. "Ve pafTed feven rivulets and a creek in this dJy's journey. As 

I had hitherto regulated our courIe by the fun, I could noL form an ac-

curate judgment of this route, as we had not been favou red with a fight 

of it during the day ~ but I imagine it to ha \'C been nearly in the fame di-

reaion as that of yefierday. Our diUance could not have been leis than 

fifteen miles. 

Our conduaors now began to complain of our mode of travelling,. 

and mentioned their intention of leaving us; and my interpreters, who 

were equally diffatisfied, added to our perplexity by their conciua. 

Befides, thefe circumHances, and the apprehenfion that the difiance 

from the fea might be greater than I had imagined, it became a matter 

of real necdEty that we fhould begin to diminiCh the confumption of 

our provifions, and to fubfifi: upon two-thirds of our allowance; a pro

pofition Y.~hich was as unwelcome to my people, as it was nece{fary to be 
• 

put into immediate praaice. 

At 
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At half pall five this morning we proceeded on our journey, with 

cloudy weather, and when we came to the end of the lake feveral tracks 

were vi£ible that led to the £ide of the water; from which circumfiance I 

concluded, that fome of the natives were fiOling along the banks of it. 

This lake is not more than three miles long, and about one broad. We 

then pa{fed four fmaller lakes, the two firll being on our right, and thofe 

which preceded on our left. A linall river alfo flowed acrofs our way 

from the right, and we pa{fed it over a beaver-dam. A larger lake now 

appeared on our right, and the mountains on each fide of us were covered 

with fnow. We afterwards came to another lake on our right, and [oon 

reached a river, which our guides informed us was the fame that we had 

pa{fed on a raft. They laid it was navigable for canoes from the great 

river, except two rapids, one of which we had feen. At this place it is 

upwards of twenty yards acrofs, and deep water. One of the guides 

fwarn over to fetch a raft which was on the oppofite fide; and having 

encreafed its dimen£ions, we crofTed at two trips, except four of the 

men, who preferred fwimming. 

Here our conduaors renewed their menace of leaving us, and I was 

obliged to give them feveral articles, and promife more, in order to 

induce them to continue till we could procure other natives to fucceed 

them. At four in the afternoon we forded the fame river, and being 

with the guides at fame difiance before the refl: of the people, I fat down 

to wait for them, and no fooner did they arrive, than the former fet off 

with fa much fpeed, that my attempt to follow them proved unfuccefs

ful. One of my Indians, however, who had no load, overtook them, 

when they excufed themrelves to him by declaring, that their lole 

mouve 
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motive for leaving us, was to prevent the people, whom they expeaed 1793· 
July. 

to find, from {hooting their arrows at us. At feven o'clock, how- L..-v--l 

ever, we were fo fatigued, that we encamped without them: the moun

tains covered with fnow now appeared to be direaly before us. As we 

were colleaing wood for our fire, we dircovered a crofs road, where it 

appeared that people had pafTed within feven or eight days. In {hort, 

our fituation was fuch as to afford a jufl caufe of alarm, and that of the 

people with me was of a nature to defy immediate alleviation. It was 

neceffary, however, for me to attempt it; and I refled my principles of 

encouragement on a reprerentation of our pafl perplexities and unex

pected relief, and endeavoured to excite in them the hope of fimiJar 

good fortune. I Hated to them, that we could not be at a great diflance 

from the rea, and that there were but few natives to pafs, till we {hould 

arrive among thofe, who being accuflomed to vifit thp iea coan, and~ 

having feell white people, would be difpored to treat us with kindnefs. 

Such was the general tenor of the reafoning I employed on the occafion, 

and I was happy to find that it was not offered in vain. 

The weather had been cloudy till three in the afternoon, when the fun 

appeared; cut furrounded, as we were, with fnow-clad mountains, the 

air became fo cold, that the violence of our exercife, was not fufficient to

produce a comfortable degree of warmth. Our couffe to-day was from 

Weft to South, and at lean: thirty-fix miles. The land in general was 

very barren and Hony, and lay in ridges, with cyprefs trees fcattered 

over them. We paffed feveral {wamps, where we faw nothing to conrole 

us but a few tracks of deer. 

The 
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1793. The weather this morning was clear but cold, and our fcanty cover .. 
July.. " 

L..-v--.-J ing was not fuffiClent to protect us from the feventy of the nIght. 
Saturday 13-· d r 1 . I fi About five, after we had warme oune ves at a arge re, we pro. 

ceeded on our dubious journey. In about an hour we came to the edtTe o 

of a wood, when we perceived an houfe, fituateo on a green fpot, and 

by the fide of a fmall river. The fmoke that jffued from it informed us 

that it was inhabited. I immediately pu{hed forward toward this man· 

fion, while my people were in fuch a nate of alarm, that they followed 

me with the utmofi reluaance. On looking back I perceived that we 

were in an Indian defile, of fifty yards in length. I, however, was clore 

upon the houfe before the inhabitants perceived us, when the women 

and children uttered the moH horrid fhrieks, and the only man who ap

peared to be with them, efcaped out of a back door, which I reached in 

time to prevent the womeH and children hom following him. The man 

fled with all his fpeed into the wood, and I called in vain on my inter· 

preters to fpeak to him, but they were fo agitated with fear as to have 

loU the power of utterance. It is imparTible to dercribe the difirefs and 

alarm of there poor people, who believing that they were attacked by 

enemies, expeEted an immediate maffacre, which, among themfelves, 

never fails to follow fuch an event. 

OUf prifoners conGfled of three women, and feven children, which 

apparently compored three families. At length, however, by our de

meanor, and our prerents, we contrived to diffipate their apprehenfions. 

One of the women then informed us, that their people, with feveral 

others had left that place three nights before, on a trading journey 

to a tribe whom {he called Annah, which is the name the Chepewyans 

gIve 
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give to the Knifieneaux, at the difiance of three days. She added aHa, J1793. 
Uly. 

that from the mountains before us, which were covered with [now, the L--v-...J 

fea was vifible; and accompanied her information with a preIcnt of a 

couple of dried fifh. We now expreffed our defire that the nlan might 

be induced to return, and condua us in the road to the [ea. Indeed, it 

was not long before he difcovered himfelf in the wood, when he was 

a{fured, both by the women and our interpreters, that we had no hofiile 

defign againfi him; but thefe affurances had no effect in quieting his 

apprehenfions. I then attempted to go to him alone, and {hewed him a 

knife, beads, &c. to induce him to come to me, but he, in return, made 

an hofiile difplay of his bow and arrows; and, having for a time exhi. 

bited a variety of firange antics, again difappeared. However, he foon 

prefented himfelf in another quarter, and after a [ucceffion of parleys 

between us, he engaged to come and accompany us. 

While there negotiations were proceeding, I propored to vifit the fi fb. 

ing machines, to which the women readily confented, and I found in 

them twenty [mall finl, fuch as trout, carp, and jub, for \",hich I gave 

her a large knife; a prefent that appeared to be equally unexpect

ed and gratifying to her. ..Another man now came tCT.\'~\rds us, from 

an hill, talking aloud from the time he appeared till he reached us. The 

purport of his [peech was, that he thre\V' himfelf upon our mercy, and 

we might kill him, if it was our plea[ure, but that frOlll what he had 

heard, he looked rather for our friendfhip than our enmity. He was 

an elderly perron, of a decent appearance, and I gave him fome articles 

to conciliate him to us. The firfl rnan no, ... · followed with a lad along 

with him, both of whom were the Cons of the old mall, and, on his ar· 

R r rival 
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rival, he gave me feveral half-dried fi!h, which I confide red as a peace

offering. After fome converfation with there people, refpeaing the 

country, and our future progrefs through it, we retired to reU, with 

fenrations very different from thofe with which ,ve had firen in the 

morning. The weather had been generally cloudy throughout the day, 

and when the fun was obfcured, extremely cold for the fearon. At 

noon I obtained a meridian altitude, which gave 52. 58. 53. North lati. 

tude. I likewifc took time in the afternoon. 

This morning we had a bright [un, with an EaU wind. Thefe people 

examined their fi(hing machines, when they found in them a great number 

of fmall filli, and we dreffed as many of them as we could eat. Thus was 

our departure retarded until feven, when we proceeded on our journey, 

accompanied by the man and his two fons. As I did not want the 

younger, and fhould be obliged to feed him, I requefied of his father to 

leave him, for the purpofe of fi01ing for the women. He replied, that 

they were accufiomed to filli for themfelves, and that I need not be appre

henfive of their encroaching upon my proviIions, as they were ufed to 

fuflain themfelves in their journies on herbs, and the inner tegument of 

the bark of trees, for the firipping of which he had a thin piece of bone, 

then hanging by his fide. The latter is of a glutinous quality, of a 

clammy, [weet tane, and is generally confidered by the more interior In

dians as a delicacy, rather than an article of comlnon food. Our guide 

informed me that there is a il10rt cut acrors the mountains, but as there 

was no trace of a road, and it would {hoften our journey but one day, he 

fhould prefer the beaten way. 

We 
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We accordingly proceeded along a lake, \reft five miles. \Ve then 

crof[ed a fmall river, and paffed through a fwamp, about South

Well, when we began gradually to afcend for fame time till we 

gained the fummit of an hill, where we had an extenuve view to 

the South-Eafl, from which direElion a conGderaLle ri vel' app~(l '-eJ to 

flow, at the difiance of about three miles: it was reprefented to me 

as being navigable for canoes. The defcent of this hill was more fleep 

than its afcent, and was fucceeded by another, whofe top, though not 

10 elevated as the laIl, afforded a view of the range of mOllntains, co

vered with fnow, which, according to the intelligence of Ollr guide, 

terminates in the ocean. \:\/ e now left a fmall lake on our left, then 

crorred a creek running out of it, and at one in the afternoon came to an 

houfe, of the fame confiruElion and dimenfions as have already been men

tioned, but the materials were much better prepared and finiChed. The 

timber was fquared on two fides, and the bark taken off the two others; 

the ridge pole was alfo lliaped in the [arne manner, extending about eight 

or ten feet beyond the gable end, and fupporting a llied over the door: 

the end of it was carved into the fimilitude of a fnake's head. Several 

hieroglyphics and figures of a fimilar workmanlliip, and painted with 

red earth, decorated the interior of the building. The inhabitants had 

left'the houie but a fhort time, and there were {everal bags or bundles 

in it, which I did not fuffer to be diilurbed. Near it were two tombs, Iur

rounded in a neat manner with boards, and covered \vith bark. Befide 

them feveral poles had been ereaed, one of which waS fquared, and all of 

them painted. From each of them were fufpended feveral rolls or par

cels of bark, and our guide gave the following account of them; whic 11, 

as far as we could judge from our imperfeEl knowL:dge of the language, 

R r 2 and 
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:1793. and the incidental errors of interpretation, appeared to involve two dif-
July. 

""l --"1 ... ,......1' ferent modes of treating their dead; or it might be one and the fame 

ceremony, which we did not difiinRly comprehend: at all events, it is 

the praElice of there people to burn the bodies of their dead, except the 

larger bones, which are rolled up in bark and fufpended from poles, as I 

have already d~[cribed. According to the other account, it appeared 

that they aClualIy bury their dead; and when another of the family 

dies, the remains of the perfon who was lafl interred are taken from the 

grave and burned, as has been already mentioned; fo that the members 

of a family are thus fucceffively buried and burned, to make room for 

each other; and one tomb proves fufficient for a family through fucceed

ing generations. There is no houre in this country without a tomb in 

its vicinity. Our lail courfe extended about ten miles. 

We continued our journey along the lake before the haufe, and, croff

ing a river that flowed out of it, came to a kind of bank, or weir, formed 

by the natives, for the purpofe of placing their fi(hing Inachines, many 

of which, of different fizes·, 'were lying on the fide of the river. OUf 

guide placed one of them, with the certain ex peElation that on his return 

he ll10uld find plenty of finl in it. Vve proceeded nine miles further, on 

a good road, Vvefl-South-Wefl, when we came to a fmall lake: we then 

croffed a river that ran out of it, and our guides were in continual ex

peBation of meeting with fame of the natives. To this place our courfe 

was a mile and an hLllf, in the fame direEtion as the Ian. At nine at 

Ilight we croHed a river on rafts, our laa difiance being about four miles 

80uth-Eafi, on a winding road, through a fwampy country, and along a 

fuccefIion of fmall lakes. We were now quite exhaufied, and it was 

abfolutely 
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abfolutely neceffary for us to nop for the night. The weather being j~r:: 

clear throughout the day, we had no reafon to complain of the cold. ~ 

Our guides encouraged us with the hope that, in two days of fimilar 

exertion, we fhould arrive among the people of the other nation. 

At five this morning we were again in motion, and paffing along a MO.1(by 15~ 

river, we at length forded it. This flream was not more than knee del~p, 

about thil ty yards over, and with a nony bottom. The old man went 

on~ard by himfelf, in the hope of falling in with the people, whom he 

expeEied to meet in the coude of the day. At eleven we came up with 

him, and the natives whom he expected, confiHing of five men, and 

part of their families. They received us with great kindnefs, and ex-

amined us with the mon minute attention. They muft, however, have 

been told that we were white, as our faces no longer indicated that dif

tinguifhing complexion. They called themfelves Neguia Dinais, and 

were come in a different direcrion from us, but were now going the fame 

way, to the Anah-yoe Tefre or River, and appeared to be very much 

fatisfird with our having joined them. They l'refented us \\Tith fome 

filli which they had j uH taken in the adjoining lake. 

Here I expeEted that our guides, like their predeceffors, would ha\'e 

quitted us, ~ut, on the contrary, they exprefTed themfelves to be fo happy 

in our c_ompany, and that of their fi-iends, that they voluntaril)" and 

with great cheerfulnefs proceeded to pafs another night with us. Our 

new acquaintance were people of a very pleafing af?eEt. The hair of 

the women was tied in large loofe knots over the ears, and plulted ¥.'ith. 

great neatnefs from the divifion of the head, fo as to be included in the' 

knots. 
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1793, knots. Some of them had adorned their treffes with beads, with a 
July. 

L-V_.....J very pretty effect. The men 'were clothed in leather, their hair was 

nicely combed, and their complexion was fairer, or perhaps it may 

be faid, with more propriety, that they were more cleanly, than any of 

the natives whom we had yet feen. Their eyes, though ,keen and {harp, 

are not of that dark colour, fa generally obfervable in the various tribes 

of Indians; they were, on the contrary, of a grey hue, ,,"ith a tinge of 

red. There was one man amongil them of at leafl fix feet four inches 

in height; his manners were affable~ and he had a more prepoffeffing ap

pearance than any Indian I bad met with in my journey; he was about 

twenty-eight years of age, and ',\-as treated with particular re[peB: by his 

party. Every man, wom,lO, ond child, carried a proportionate burden, 

confifiing of beaver coating and parchment, as well as £kins of the otter, 

the marten, the bear, the lynx, and dreffed moo[e-£kins. The lafi they 

procure from the Rocky-Mountain Indians. According to their account, 

the people of the iea coaO: prefer them to any other article. Several 

of their relations and friends, they faid, were already gone, as well 

provided as themfelves, to barter with the people of the coall; who 

barter them in their turn, except the dreffed leather, 'with white people 

who, as they had been informed, arrive there in large canoes. 

Such an e[cort was the mon fortunate circumfiance that could happen 

in our favour. They told us, that as the women and children could not 

-travel faft, we fhould be three days in getting to the end of our journey; 

which mufi be fuppofed to have been very agreeable information to 

;people in our exhaufred condition. 

In 
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In about half an hour after we had J' oined our new acquaintance, the 179q· 
July. 

fignal for moving onwards was given by the leader of the party, who L-v --, 

vociferated the words, Huy, Buy, when his people joined him and con-

tinued a clamorous converration. We paffed along a wj,nding road over 

hills, and through fwarnpy vallies, from South to 'Veil. We then crofi,-d 

a deep, narrow river, which difcharges itfelf into a lake, on whore fide 

we flopped at five in the afternoon, for the night, though we had re-

pored reveral times fince twelve at noon; fa that our mode of travelling 

had undergone a very agreeable change. I compute the diflance of this 

day's journey at about twenty miles. In the middle of the day the 

weather was clear and fultry. 

We all fat down on a very pleafant green fpot, and were no fooner 

[eated, than our guide and one of the party prepared to engage in play. 

They had each a bundle of about fifty fmall {licks, neatly polifhed, of the 

fize of a quill, and five inches long: a certain number of thefe flicks had 

red lines round them; and as many of thefe as one of the players might 

find convenient '\Tere cllrioufly rolled up in dry gra[~~ and according to 

the judgment of his antagonifl: refpeBing their number and, marks, he 

loft or won. OUf friend ,vas apparently the loier~ a.:; he parted 'with 

his bow and arrows, and feveral articles \I.hich I had given him. 

The weather of this morning was the fame as yefl:erday; but our fel- Tuefday 1~ 

low-travellers were in no hurry to proceed, and I was under the neceHlty 

of preffing them into greater expedition, by reprefenting the almon. ex-

haufied Hate of our provifions. They, however, <lfrured us, tlut after 

the next night's fleep we fhould arrive at the river where they ,,'ere 

gomg, 
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going, and that we fuould there get fifh in great abundance. My 

young men, from an aEt of imprudence, deprived themfelves Iail night of 

that refl: which was fo neceffary to them. One of the Hrangers afking 

them feveral qt:.,eHions refpeEling us, and concerning their own country, 

one of them gave fuch anfwers as were not credited by the audience; 

whereupon he demanded, in a very angry tone, if they thought he was 

difpored to tell lies, like the Rocky-Mountain Indians; and one of that 

tribe happening to be of the party, a quarrel enfued, which might have 

been attended with the moil ferious confequences, if it had not been for

tunately prevented by the interference of thofe who were not interefied 

in the difpute. 

Though our flock of proviflons was getting fo low, I determined 

neverthelefs, to hide about twenty pounds of pemmican, by way of pro

viding againfi our return. I therefore left h\'o of the men behind, with 

direElions to bury it, as ufuaI, under tIle place where we had made our 

Ere. 

Our courfe was about ~T ell-South-Weft by the fide of the lake, and 

in about two miles we came to the end of it. l-Iere was a general halt, 

when my men overtook us. I was now informed, that fome people of 

another tribe were fent for, who wifhed very much to fee us, two of 

whom would accompany us over the mountains; that, as for themfelves, 

they had changed their mind, and intended to follow a fmall river which 

iffued out of the lake, and went in a direElion very different from the 

line of our journey. This was a difappointment, ,vhich, though not un

common to us, might have been followed by confiderable inconveniences. 

It 
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It was my willi to continue with theln wh~tever ,vay they went; but 

neither my prornifes or entreaties would aVail: thefe people were not to 

be turned from their purpofe; and when I reprefented the low fiate of our 

provifions, one of them anI\vered, that if we would Hay with them all 

night, he ~sould boil a kettle of fiill-roes for us. A.ccordingly, without 

receiving any anfwcr, he began to make preparation to fulfil his en

gagement. f-Ie took the roes out of a bag, and having bruifed them 

between two fione's, put them in water to foak. His wife then took an 

handful of dry gra[s in her hand, with which file fqueezed them through 

her fingers; in the mean time her hufband was employed in gathering 

wood to make a fire, for the purpo{e of heating fiones. When {he 

had finiil1ed her operation, {he filled a watape kettle nearly full of 'water, 

and poured the roes into it. When the fiones \vere fulliciently heated, 

fome of them were put into the kettle, and others were thrown in frOlll 

time to time, till the water was in a flate of boiling; the woman alfo con

tinued fiirring the contents of the kettle, till they were brought to a thick 

confi Heney; the fiones were then taken out, and the whole was [eafoned 

with about a pint of {hong rancid oil. The fme!! of this curious difh 

was fufficient to ficken me without tafting it, but the hUilger of my 

p~ople furmounted the naufeous meal. When unadulterated by the 

!linking oil, thefe boiled roes are not unpalatable food. 

In the mean time four of the people WI10 bad been expeCled, arrived, 

and, according to the account given of them, vrere of two tribes whom 

I had not yet known. After fome converfation, they propored, that I 

{bould continue my route by their houfes; but the old guide, who was now 

preparing to leave us~ informed me that it would lengthen my journey; 

S 5 and 

r:i 1 (,\ 
U j 

1 j I) ,; ~ 

J U~~·. 



1793· 
July. 

'---v--' 

• 

JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE THROUGH THE 

and by his ad vice I propored to them to condua us along the road which 

had been already marked out to us. This the); undertook without the 

lean hefitation; and, at the fame time, pointed out to me the pafs in the 

mountain, bearing South by Eafi by compafs. Here I had a meridjan 

altitude, and took time. 

At four in the afternoon we parted with our late fellow-travellers in a 

very friendly manner, and immediately forded the river. The wild 

parfnep, which luxuriates on the borders of the lakes and rivers, is a 

favourite food of the natives: they roaft the tops of this plant, in their 

tender Hate, over the fire, and taking off the outer rind, they are then 

a very palatable food. 

We now entered the woods, and fome time after arrived on the 

banks of another river that flowed from the mountain, which we alfo 

forded. The country [oon after we left the river was [wampy; and the 

fire having pafTed through it, the number of trees, which had fallen, added 

to the toil of our journey. In a {hart time we began to afcend, and con

tinued afcending till nine at night. We walked upwards of fourteen 

miles, according to my computation, in the courfe of the day, though the 

llraight line of difiance might not be more than ten. Notwithfianding 

that we were furrounded by mountains covered with fnow, we were very 

much tormented with mufquitoes. 

"r~dnef. 17. Before the fun rofe, our guides fum maned us to proceed, when we de-

fcended into a beautiful valley, watered by a fmall river. At eight we 

came to the termination of it, where we raw a great number of moles, 

and 
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and began again to afcend. \Ye now percei\'cd many ground-hog,,;, 

and heard thetn whiflle in every direElion. The Indians went in pur

fuit of them, and foon joined us with a female and her litter, almofl 

grown to their full fize. They Gripped off their {kins, and gave the car~ 

cafes to my people. They al[o pulled up a root, ''I-hich appeared like 

a bunch of ,,'hite berries of the fize of a pea; its {hape '''las that of 

a fig, while it had the colour and tane of a potatoe. 

\Ve now gained the rummit of the mountain, ~nd found ourfel \'('3 

furrounded by fnow. But this circumfiance is cauied rather by the 

quantity of {flOW drifted in the pars, than the real height of the fpot, 

as the furrounding mountains rife to a much higher degree of eleya .. 

tion. The fnow had become fo campau that our feet hardly made 

a perceptible impreffion on it. ';Ve obrerved, however, the tracks of 

an herd of [mall deer which mull have paffed a !hort time before us, 

and the Indians and my hunters went immediately in purfuit of them. 

Our way was now nearly level, without the leaH fnow, and not a tree to 

be [een in any part of it. The gra[i) is very !hart, and the foil a reddifh 

clay, intermixed with [mall !lones. The face of the hills, vv-here they are 

not enlivened with verdure, appears, at a difiance, as if fire had pa{fed 

over them. It now began to hail, [now, and rain, nor could we find 

any {belter but the leeward fide of an huge rock. The wind alfo rofe 

'ir-nto a tempefi, and the weather was as diHrefIing as any I had ever 

experi.enced. After an abfence of an hour and .an half, our hunters 

brought a fmall doe of the rein-deer fpecies, which was all they had 

lilIed, though they fired twelve {hots at a large herd of them. Their ill 

SS2 fuccefs 
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fuccefs they attributed to the weath~r. I propofed to leave half of the ve

nifon in the fnow, but the men preferred carrying it, though their firength 

was very much e:~haufled. ''''e had been fa long fhivering with cold in 

this fituation that we '\\'ere glad to renew our march. Here and there 

were fcattercd a few cro\·~berry builles and fiinted willows; the former 

of \\'hich had not yet bloIfomed. 

Before us appe~red a ftupendous mountain, whofe [now-clad fummit 

was loll in the clouds; benvcen it and our immediate courfe, flowed the 

rivcr to which we "lere going. Tbe Indians informed us that it was at 

no great diflance. As loon as we could gather a fufficient quantity of 

wood, we flopped to drefs fome of our venifon; and it is almofi fuper. 

fluous to add, that we made an heartier meal than we had done for many 

a day before. To the comfort which I have jufi mentioned, I added that 

of taking off my beard, as well as changing my linen, and my people fol

lowed the humanifing example. We then fet forwards, and came to a 

large pond, on whofe bank we found a tomb, but lately made, with a 

pole, as ufual, ereaed befide it, on which t,\-O figures of birds were paint

ed, and by them the guides diflinguifhed the tribe to which the deceafed 

perfon belonged. One of them, very unceremonioufly, opened the bark 

and fllewed us the bones which it contained, while the other threw down 

the pole, and having pofTdTed himfelf of the feathers that were tied to it, 

fixed them on his own head. I therefore conjeaured, that thefe funeral 

memorials belonged to an individual of a tribe at enmity with them. 

We continued our route with a confiderable degree of expedition, and 

as we proceeded the mountains appeared to withdraw from us. The 

country 

.. 



I, 

t 

NORTH-vVEST CONTINENT OF A!JERICA • 

. country between them foon opened to our view, which apparently added 1793· 
July. 

to their awful elevation. We continued to defcend till we came to the '---v---J 

brink of a precipice, from whence our guides difcovered the river to us, 

and a village on its banks. This precipice, or rather fuccefIion of pre. 

cipices, is covered with large timber, which confifls of the pine, the 

fpruce, the hemlock, the birch, and other trees. Our conduClors in-

formed us, that it abounded in animals, \vhich, from their defcription, 

mull be wild goats. In about two hours we arrived at the bottom, where 

there i::i a conflux of two rivers, that iIfue from the mountains. vVe croIled 

the one which was to the left. They are both very rapid, and con· 

tinue fo till they unite their currents, forming a Ill-earn of about twd ve 

yards in breadth. Here the timber was alfo very large; but I could not 

learn fro111 our conduaors why the mofl confiderable hemlock trees were 

fhipped of their bark to the tops of them. I concluded, indeed, at that 

time that the inhabitants tanned their leather with it. Here were alfo 

the largeH and loftiefi. elder and cedar trees that I had ever feen. vVe 

were now fenfible of an entire change in the climate, and the berries 

were qUIte npe. 

The fun was about to fet, when our conduClors left us to follow them 

as well as we could. vVe were prevented, however, from going far 

aRray, for we were hemmed in on both fidc3 and behind by fuch a barrier 

as nature never before prefented to my view. OUf guides had the pre

caution to mark the road for us, by breaking the branches of trees as 

they paffed. This Imall river mun, at c('rtain kaiuns, rife to an uncom

mon height and firength of current moa probauly un the ilL'~ting of 

the [now; as we faw a large quantity of drift wood lying twelve feet above 

the 
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the immediate level of the rive-r. This circumfiance impeded our pro

gre[s, and the protruding rocks frequently forced us to pafs through the 

water. It was now dark, without the leafi appearance of houfes, though 

it would be impoffible to have feen them, if there had been any, at the 

difiance of twenty yards, from the thicknefs {)f the woods. My men 

were anxious to flop for the night; indeed the fatigue they had fuffered 

j uHified the propofal, and I left them to their choice; but as the anxiety 

of my mind impelled me forwards, they continued to follow me, till I 

found myrelf at the edge of the woods; and, notwithIlanding the reman· 

Hrances that were made, I proceeded, feeling rather than feeing my way, 

till I a"rrived at an houre, and foon dircovered feveral fires, in fmall huts, 

with people bufily employed in cooking their filli. I walked into one 

of them without the leaH ceremony, threw down my burden, and, after 

filaking hands with fame of the people, fat down upon it. They re

ceived me without the leafl appearance of furprize, but foon made figns 

for me to go upto the large houre, which was ereCted, on upright poUs, at 

fame diflance from the ground. A broad piece of timber with fieps cut in 

it, led to the fcaffolding even with the Hoor, and by this curious kind of 

ladder I entered the houfe at one end; and 4aving paIred three fires, at 

equal diHances in the middle of the building, I was received by feveral peo

ple, fitting upon a very wide board, at the upper end of it. I !hook hands 

,with them, and feated myfelf betide a man, the dignity of whore counte

nance induced me to give him that preference. I foon difcovered one of my 

·guides feated a little above me, with a neat mat fpread before him, which 

I fuppof.ed to be the place of honour, and appropriated to firangPfs. In 

a {hart time my people arrived, and placed themrelves near me, when 

~he man by whom I fat, immediately rofe,and fetched, from behind a 

plank 



t 

NORTH-WEST CONTINENT OF Al\1ERICA. 

plauk of about four feet wide, a quantity of roailed falmon. He then 

directed a mat to be placed before me and 11r. Mackay, who was now 

fitting by me. When this ceremony was performed, he brought a falmon 

for each of us, and half an one to each of my men. The fame plank 

ferved al[o as a [creen for the beds, whither the women and children 

were already retired; but whether that circumfiance took place on our 

arrival, or was the natural confequence of the late hour of the night, I 

did not difcover. The figns of our protector feemed to denote, that we 

might fleep in the houfe, but as we did not underfland him with a fuffi

cient degree of certainty, I thought it prudent, from the fear of giv

ing offence, to order the men to make a fire without, that we might 

fleep by it. ,i\Yhen he obferved our defign, he placed boards for us that 

we might not take our repofe on the bare ground, and ordered a fire to 

be prepared for us. vVe had not been long feated round it, when we re

ceived a large difh of falmon roes, pounded fine and beat up with 

water fo as to have the appearance of a cream. Nor was it without fame 

kind of feafoning that gave it a bitter tane. Another dilli foon followed, 

the principal article of which was alfo falmon-roes, with a large propor

tion of goofeberries, and an herb that appeared to be forrel. Its acidity 

rendered it more agreeable to my tane than the former preparation. 

Having been regaled with thefe delicacies, for fuch they were confidered 

by that hofpitable fpirit which provided them, we laid ourfelves down 

to rell: with no other canopy than the fky; but I never enjoyed a more 

found and refrefhing refl, though I had a board for my bed, and a bil

let for my pillow. 

1793' 
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At five this mornin-g I awoke, and found that the natives had lighted Thurfday 18. 

a fire 
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1793. a fire for us, and were fitting by it. My hofpitable friend immediately 
June. I d I . . 

L--y_..J brought me fome berries and roafled fa mon, an lIS companIons foon 

followed his exam pIe. The former, which confined among many others, 

of goofeberries, whirtleberries and rafpberries, were the finefi I ever faw 

or tailed, of their refpective kinds. They al[o brought the dried roes of 

finl to eat with the berries. 

Salmon is fo abundant in this river, that thefe people have a confiant 

and plentiful fupply of that excellent filli. To take them with more 

facility, they had, with great labour, formed an embankment or weir 

acrofs the ri\'er for the pu rpofe of placing their fifhing machines, which 

they difpored both above and below it. I expreffed my willi to vifit 

this extraordinary work, but thefe people are fo fuperflitious, that they 

would not allow me a nearer examination than I could obtain by view

ing it from the bank. The river is about fifty yards in breadth, and by 

obferving a man filli with a dipping net, I judced it to be about ten feet 

deep at the foot of the fall. The weir is a work of great labour, and 

contrived with confiderable ingenuity. It was near four feet above the 

level of the water, at the time I [a\,v' it, and nearly the height of the bank 

on which I Hood to examine it. The fiream is flopped nearly two thirds 

by it. It is connructed by fixing f~all. tree" in the beu of the river 

in a nanting pofition (which could be practicabie only when the water 

is much lower than I faw it) with the thick part downwards; over 

there is laid a bed of gravel, on which is placed a range of leffer 

trees, and fo on alternately till the work is brought to its proper 

height. Beneath it the machines are placed, into which the falmon 

fall when they attempt to leap over. On either fide there is a large 

frame 
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frame of timber-work fix feet above the Ie\'el of the upper water, in 

which paffages are left for the faimon leading direClly into the machines, 

which are taken up at pleafure. At the foot of the fall dipping nets 

are alfo fuccefsfully employed. 

The water of this riYcr is of the colour of acres milk, which I attributed 

in part to the limeflone that in m~my places forms the bed of the river, 

but principally to the rivulets which fall from mountains of the fame 

material. 

Thefe people indulge an extreme fuperflition refpeaing their filli, as 

it is apparently their only animal food. FIeill they never tafle, and one 

of their dogs having picked and fwallowed part of a bone which we had 

left, was beaten by his mailer till he difgorged it. One of my people 

alfo having thrown a bone of the deer into the river, a native, who had 

obferved the circumfiance, immediately dived and brought it up, and, 

having configned it to the fire, inflantly proceeded to wafh his polluted 

hands. 

As we were llill at {orne diflance from the fea, I made application to 

my friend to procure us a canoe or two, with people to conduCl us 

thither. After he had made various excufes, I at length comprehended 

that his only objeCtion was to the embarking venifon in a canoe on their 

river, as the filli would inflantly fmell it and abandon them, fa that he, 

his friends, and relations, mufl Harve. I foon eared his apprehenfion~ on 

that point, and defired to know what I mull do with the venifon that 

remained, when he told me to giye it to one of the {hangers whom he 

T t pointed 
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pointed out to me, as being of a tribe that eat fleCh. I now requeUed 

him to furnifh me with fame frdh falmon in its raw flate; but, infiead 

of complying with my willi, he brought me a couple of them roafied, 

obferving at the fame time, that the current was very {hong, and would 

bring us to the next village, where our wants would be abundantly {up

plied. In fhort, he requefied that we would make hane to depart. This 

was rather unexpeCled after fO much bndnefs and hoIpitality, but our 

ignorance of the language prevented us from being able to difcover the 

caufe. 

At eight this morning, fifteen men armed, the friends and relations of 

there people, arrived by land, in confequence of notice [ent them in the 

night, immediately after the appearance of our guides. They are more 

corpulent and of a better appearance than the inhabitants of the interior. 

Their language totally different from any I had heard; the Atnah and 

Chin tribe, as far as I can judge from the very little I faw of that people, 

bear the nearen refemblance to them. They appear to be of a quiet and 

peaceable charaCler, and nev<!r make any hofiile incurfions into the lands 

of their neighbours. 

Their drefs confifis of a fing:le robe tied over the fhoulders fallincr '-' , b 

down behind, to the heels, and before, a little below the knees, with a deep 

fringe round the bottom. It is generally made of the bark of the cedar 

tree, which they prepare as fine as hemp; though fome of thefe garments 

are interwoven with {hips of the rea-otter {kin, which give them the appear .. 

ance of a fur on one fide. Others have flripes of red and yellow threads 

fancifully introduced toward the borders, which have a very agreeable 

effect, 
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efFe8:. The men have no other coyering than that which I have de.. t 70 3. 
July. 

fcribed, and they unceremoniouf1y lay it afide when they find it conve- L-.y--' 

nlent. In addition to this robe, the women wear a clofe fringe hanging 

down before them about two feet in length, and half as wide. When 

they fit down they draw this between their thighs. They wear their 

hair fo {hort, that it requires little care or combing. The men have 

theirs in plaits, and being fmeared with oil and red earth, infiead of a 

comb they have a flnall Hick hanging by a Hring from one of the locks, 

which they employ to alleviate any itching or irritation in the head. 

The colour of the eye is grey with a tinge of red. They have all high 

cheek-bones, but the women are more remarkable for that feature than 

the men. Their houfes, arms, and utenfils I {hall defcribe hereafter. 

I prefented my friend with feveral articles, and alfo difiributed fome 

among others of the natives who had been attentive to us. One of my 

-guides had been very ferviceable in procuring canoes for us to proceed 

on our expedition; he appeared alfo to be very defirous of giving there 

people a favourable impreffion of us; and I was very much concerned 

that he {hould leave me as he did, without giving me the leafl: notice' of 

his departure, or receiving the prefents which I had prepared for him, 

and he fo well deferved. At noon I had an obfervation which gave 

52. 28. 11. North longitude. 

T t 2 CHAP. 
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CHAPTER x. 

Continue our journey. Embark on a rzver. Come to a weir. Dexterity 

of the natives in pCfjJing it. Arrive at a village. Alarm occaJioned 

among the natives. The JubJequent favourable reception, accompanied 

with a banquet of ceremony. Circumjlances of it. DeJcription oj a 

village, its hOl!fes, and places qf devotion. Account 0/ the czYloms, mode 

of living, and Juperflition of the inhabitants. DefcrijJtion of the chief's 

canoe. Leave the place, and proceed on our voyage. 

July. A 
'--.--I T one in the afternoon we embarked, with our [mall baggage, in 

two canoes, accompanied by feven of the natives. The flream was rapid, 

and ran upwards of fix miles an hour. We came to a weir, fuch as I 

have already defcribed, where the natives landed us, and {hot over it 

without taking a drop of water. They then received us on board again., 

and we continued Ollr yoyage, palling many canoes on the river, fome 

with people in them, and others empty. We proceeded at a very great 

rate for about two hours and an half, when we were informed that we 

mu{lland, as the village was only at a OlOrt diflance. I had imagined" 

that the Canadians who accompanied me were the moft expert canoe

men in the world, but they are very inferior to there peop1e, as they 

themfelves acknowledged, in conduCting thore veffels. 

Some 
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Some of the Indians ran before us, to announce our approach, when }~(/' 

we took our bundles and followed. \ r e had walked along a weil-beaten L_y---

path, through a kind of coppice, when we were informed of the arrival 

of our couriers at the houres, by the loud and confured talking of the 

inhabitants. As we approached the edge of the wood, and were almo!1: 

in fight of the houfes, the Indians who \vere before me made figns for 

me to take the lead, and that they would follow. The noife and con-

fufion of the natives now feemed to encreafe, and when we came in 

fight of the vitlage, we faw them running from houfe to houfe, fome 

armed with bows and arrows, others \\'ith fpears, and many with axes, as 

if in a fiate of great alarm. This \'ery unpleafant and unexpeEtcd cir

cumfiance, I attributed to our fudden arrival, and the "ery fhort notice 

of it which had been given them. At all events, I had but one line of 

condua to purfue, which was to walk refolutely up to them, without 

m~nifening any figns of apprehenfion at their hofiile appearance. This 

refolution produced the defired effect, for as we approached the houfes, 

the greater part of the people laid down their weapons, and came forward 

to meet us. I was, hO\llever, foon obliged to flop from the number of 

them that Iurrounded me. I {hook hands, as ufual with [uch as were 

the nearefl: to me, when an elderly man broke through the crowd, and 

took me in his arms; ~nother then came, who turned him away without 

the lean: ceremony, and paid me the h'Hne compliment. The latter was 

followed by a young man, whom I underflood to be his fan. Thefe 

-embraces, which at firfi. rather furprifed me, I Coon found to be marks 

of regard and friendfhip. The crowd preffed with [0 much violence 

and contention to get a view of us, that we could not move in any 

direaion. An opening was at length made to allow a perron to 

, , approach 



JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE THROUGH THE 

approach me, whom the old man made me undedland was another of 

his fons. I inHantly fiepped forward to meet him, and prefented my 

hand, whereupon he broke the firing of a very handfome robe of fea

otter {kin, which he had on, and covered me with it. This was as flat

tering a r('c{'ption as I could pollibly receive, efpecially as I confidered 

him to be the elden fon of the chief. Indeed it appeared to me that we 

had been detained here for the purpofe of giving him time to bring the 

robe with which he had prefented me. 

4) 

The chief now made figns for us to follow him, and he conduRed us 

through a narrow coppice, for feveral hundred yards, till we came to an 

houfe built on the ground, which was of larger dimenfions, and formed 

of better materials than any I had hitherto feen; it was his refidence. 

We were no fooner arrived there, than he direaed mats to be fpread 

before it, on which we were told to take our feats, when the men of the 

village, ,,\'110 came to indulge their curiofity, were ordered to keep behind 

us. In our front other mats were placed, where the chief and his coun

fellors took their feats. In the intervening fpace, mats, which were very 

clean, and of a much neater workmanOlip than thofe on which we fat ,,,Tere 

alfo fpread, ~nd a fmall roafled falmon placed before each of us. When 

we had fatisfied ourIeIves with the fifh, one of the people who came with 

us from the lafl village approached, with a kind of ladle in one hand, 

containing oil, and in the other fomething that refembled the inner rind 

of the cocoa-nut, but of a lighter colour; this he dipped in the oil, and, 

haying eat it, indicated by his geflures how palatable he thought it. He 

then prefented me with a fmall piece of it, which I chafe to taHe in its dry 

frate, though the oil was free from any unpleafant fmell. A fquare cake 

~f 
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of this was next produced, when a man took it to the water near the 

haufe, and having thoroughly [oaked it, he returned, and, after he had 

pulled it to pieces like oakum, put it into a well-made trough, about three 

feet long, nine inches wide, and five deep; he then plentifully fprinkled 

it with [almon oil, and manifefled by his own example that we were to 

eat of it. I jufl taBed ir, and found the oil perfectly fweet, without which 

the other ingredient would have been \'ery infipid. The chief partook 

of it with great avidity, after it had received an additional quantity of 

oil. Thi" difh is confJd, red by thefe people as a great delicacy; and on 

examination, I difcoyercd i[ to confifl of the inner rind of the hemlock 

tree, taken off early in [ummer, and put into a frame, which t11apes it 

into cakes of fifteen inches long, ten broad, and half an inch thick; and 

in this form I fhould fuppofe it may be preferved for a great length of 

time. This dikovery fatisfied Ine refpecting the many hemlock trees 

which I had oblerved fhipped of their bark. 

In this fituation we remained for upwards of th ree hours, and not one 

of the curious natives left us during all that time, except a party of ten 

or twelve of them, whom the chief ordered to go and catch fifh, which 

they did in great abundance, with dipping nets, at the foot of the 

Weir. 

At length we were relieved from the gazing crowd, and got a lodge 

ereRed, and covered in for our reception during the night. I now pre

rented the young chief with a blanket, in return for the robe with which 

he had favoured me, and feveral other articles, that appeared to be very 

gratifying to him. I alfo prefented fame to his father, and amongit them 

was 
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was a pair of fcifTars, whofe ufe I explained to him, for clipping his 

beard, wilich was of great length; and to that purpofe he immediately 

applied them. IVI y diflribution of fimilar articles was alfo extended to 

others, who had been attentive to us. The communication, however, 

between us was awkward and inconvenient, for it was carried on entirely 

by fi'gns, as there 'was not a perron with me who was qualified for the 

office of an interpreter. 

\Ve were all of us very defirous to get fome frelli falmon, that we 

might drefs them in our own way, but could not by any means obtain 

that gratification, though there were thoufands of that filli fhung on 

cords, which were faflened to flakes in the river. They were even 

averfe to our approaching the fpot where they clean and prepare them 

for their own eating. They had, indeed, taken our kettle from us, lell 

we fl10uld employ it in getting water from the river; and they afIigned 

as the rearon [or this precaution, that the falmon diilike the fmell of iron. 

At the f~me time they fupplied us with wooden boxes, which were capa· 

ble of holding any fluid. Two of the men that went to fiih, in a canoe 

capable of containing ten people, returned with a fuIllading of falmon, 

that weighed from fix to forty pounds, though the far greater part of 

them were under twenty. They immediately {hung the whole of them, 

as I have already mentioned, in,the river. 

I now made the tour of the village, which confified of four elevated 

houfes, and [even built on the ground, befides a confiderable number of 

other buildings or fheds, which are ured only as kitchens, and places 

for curing their filli. The former are confiruC1ed by fixing a certain 

number 
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number of po as in the earth, on fome of which are laid, and to others are 

fafiened, the fupporters of the floor, at about twelve feet above the furface 

of the ground: their length is from an hundred to an hundred and twenty 

feet, and they are about forty feet in breadth. Along the centre are 

built three, four, or five hearths, for the two-fold purpore of giving 

warmth, and drelling their filli. The whole length of the building on 

either fide is divided by cedar planks, into partitions or apartments of 

feven feet fquare, in the front of which there are boards, about three feet 

wide, over which, though they are not immovably fixed, the inmates of 

thefe recefTes generally pais. when they go to refL The greater part of 

themall~iIHendedforthatpurpo{e.andfucharecoveredwithboards.at 

the height of the wall of the houfe, which is about f('\'en or eight feet, 

and refi l:pon beams that firetch acrofs the building. On thofe alro are 

placed the chefis which contain their provifions, utenfils, and whatever 

they poffer;. The intermediate fpace is fullicient for domefiic pur

pofes. On poles that run along the beams, hang roailed fifh, and the 

whole building is well covered \vith boards and bark, except within a 

few inches of the ridge pole; where open fpaces are left on each fide 

to let in light and emit the fmnke. At the end of the houfe that fronts 

the river, is a narrow fcaffolding, which is alfo afcended by a piece of 

timber, with fleps cut in it; and at each corner of this er.eaion there are 

openings, for the inhabitants to eafe nature. As it does not appear to 

be a cuUom among tllem to remove there heaps of excremental filth, 

it may be fuppofed that the effill via does not annoy them .. 

The houfes which ren on the ground are built of the fame materials, 

and on the fame plan. A floping Hage that rifes to a crofs piece ofumber, 

U u fupportecl. 

17 fi (5-
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17n. fupported by two forks, joins alfo to the main buihling, for thofe pur-
Julv. 

'--y---i pofes which need not be repeated. 

When we were furrounded by the natives on our arri\'al, I counted 

fixty-five men, and feveral of them may be fuppofed to have been abfent; 

I cannot, therefore, calculate the inhabitants of this village at leis than 

two hundred fouls. 

The people who accompanied us hither, from the other village, 

had given the chief a very particular account of every thing they knew 

concerning us: I was, therefore, requefied to produce my afironomical 

infiruments; nor could I have any objeEtion to afford them this fatis

faaion, as they would neceffarily add to our importance in their 

opImon. 

Near the houfe of the chief I obferved feveral oblong fquares, of 

about twenty feet by eight. They were made of thick cedar boards, 

which were joined with fo much neatnefs, that I at firfl thought they 

were one piece. They were painted with hieroglyphics, and figures 

of different animals, and with a degree of correCtnefs that was not to 

be expeBed from fuch an uncultivated people. I could not learn 

the ufe of them, but they appeared to be calculated for occaGonal 

aHs of devotion or facrifice, which all thefe tribes perform at leafl 

twice in the year, at the [pring and fall. I was confirmed in this opinion 

by a large building in the middle of the village, which I at firfi took for 

the half finifhed frame of an houfe. The ground-plot of it was fifty 

feet by forty.five; each end is formed by four flout pons, fixed perpen-

dicularly 
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dicularly in the ground. The corner ones are plain, and fupport a beam 1793· 
July. 

of the whole length, having three intermediate props on each fide, but of ~ 

a larger fize, and eight or nine feet in height. The two centre polls, at 

each end, are two feet and an half in diameter, and carved into human 

figures, fupporting two ridge poles on their heads, at twelve feet from 

the ground. The figures at the upper part of this fquare reprefent two 

perfons, with their hands upon their knees, as if they fupported the 

weight with pain and difficulty: the others oppofite to them {land 

at their eafe, with their hands reiling on their hips. In the area of 

the building there were the remains of feveral fires. The polls, poles, 

and figures, were painted red and black; but the fculpture of there 

people is fuperior to their painting. 

Soon after I had retired to refl. Iaft night, the chief paid me a vifit to Frid;:c:; 19' 

infifl on my going to his bed-companion, and taking my place himrelf; 

but, notwithftanding his repeated entreaties, I refined this off~ring of his 

hofpitality. 

At an early hour this morning I was again vifited by the chief, in com~ 

pany with his fan. The former complained of a pain in his bre'-dl:; to 

relieve his fuffering, I gave him a few drops of Turlington's BaHam on a 

piece of rugl r; and I was rather furpriLed to Lee him take it without the 

leafi hefitation. When he had taken my medicine, he requelled me to 

follow him, and conduEled me to a {bed, where feveral people were af

femblfd round a Gck man, who was another of his fons. They immediately 

uncovered him, and {hewed me a violent ulcer in the fmall of his back, 

in the foulefi fiate that can be imagined. One of his knees was a1fo 

U U 2 affIiUcd 
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1793· affiiEled in the [arne manner. This unhappy man was reduced to a 
Jut\' . 

"--y--.--.J fkeleton, and, from his appearance, was drawing near to an end of his 

palOs. They requefled that I would touch him, and his father was very 

urgent with me to adminifier medicine; but he was in fuch a dangerous 

nate, that I thought it prudent to yield no further to the importunities 

than to give the fick perfon a few drops of Turlington's balfam in forne 

water. I therefore left them, but was fo(")n called back by the loud 

bmentations of the women, and was rather apprehenfive that forne in

convenience might refult from my compliance with the chief's requefl. 

On my return I found the native phyfician~ bufy in praElifing their 

O(lll and art on the patient. They blew on him, and then whifiled; at 

times they preffed their extended fingers, with all their firength on his 

fiomach; they alfo put their fore fingers doubled into his mouth, and 

fi)outed water from their own with great violence into his face. To 

fupport thefe operations the wretched fufferer was held up in a fitting 

pollure; and when they were concluded, he was laid down and covered 

with a new robe made of the {kin of a lynx. I had obferved that his belly 

and breafi were covered with fcars, and I underfiood that they were 

callred by a cuHorn prevalent among them, of applying pieces of lit;;hted 

touch-wood to their nefh, in order to relieve pain or dernonfirate their 

courage. l-Ie was now placed on a broad plank, and carried by fix 

men into the woods, where I was invited to accompany them. I could 

not conjeElure what would be the end of this ceremony, particularly 

as I faw one man carry fire, another an axe, and a third dry wood. I 

was, indeed, difpofed to furpea that, as it was their cullom to burn the 

dead, they intended to relieve the poor man from his pain, and perform 

the lall fad duty offurviving affeaion. When they had advanced a Own 

difiance 
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difiance into the wood, they laid him upon a clear fpot, and kindled a 

fire againfi his back, when the phyfician began to fcarify the ulcer with 

a very blunt infirument, the cruel pain of which operation the patient . 
bore with incredible refolution. The fcene affiiCled me and I left it. 

On my return to our lodge, I obferved before the door of the chief's 

refidence, four heaps of f.almon, each of which confified of between 

three and four hundred fifu. Sixteen women were employed in clean

ing and preparing them. They firfi feparate the head from the body, 

the former of which they boil; they then cut the latter down the back on 

each fide of the bone, leaving one third of the fifh adhering to it, and 

afterwards take out the guts. The bone is roaned for immediate ufeJ 

and the other parts are dreffed in the fame manner, but with more atten

tion, for future provifion. While they are before the fire, troughs are 

placed under them to receive the oil. The roes are alfo carefully pre

ferved, and form a favourite article of their food. 

After I had obferved thefe culinary preparations, I paid a vifit to the 

chief, who prefented me with a roaned falmon; he then opened one of 

h.is chens, and took out of it a garment of blue cloth, decorated with 

brafs buttons; and another of a flowered cotton, which I fuppofed were 

Spanifu; it had been trimmed with leather fringe, after the fafilion of 

their own cloaks. Copper and brafs are in great efiimation among them, 

and of the former they have great plenty: they point their arrows 

and fpears with it, and work it up into perronal ornaments; fuch as col

lars, ear-rings, and bracelets, which they wear on their wrifis, arms, and 

legs. I prefume they find it the moll advantageous article of trade with 

the 
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liQ3' the more inland tribes. They alfo abound in iron I raw fome of their 
July. • . 

L_y--1 twined collars of that metal which weIghed upwards of twelve pounds. 

It is generally beat into bars of fourteen i~ches in lengthJ anq one 

inch three quarters wide. The brafs is in thin [quares; th~i.r copper 

is in larger pieces, and fome of it appeared to be old flills cut up. 

They have various trinkets; but their iron is manufactured o-nly into

poniards and daggers. Some of the former have very neat handles, with 

a fil~er coin of a quarter or eighth of a dollar fixed on the eQd of them. 

The blades of the latter are from ten to twelve inches in length, and' about 

four inches broad at the top, from which they gradually lerren into a. 

point. 

When I produced my infiruments to take an altitude, I was defired not 

to make ufe of them. I could not then difcover the caufe of this re

quell, but I experienced the good effeCl of the apprehenfion which they 

occafioned, as it was very effectual in hafiening my departure. I had 

applied feveral times to the chief to prepare canoes and people to take

me and my party to the fea, but very little attention had been paid to 

my application till noon; when I was informed that a canoe was pro

perly equipped for my voyage, and that the young chief would accom

pany me. I now difcovered that they had entertained no perfonal fear 

, of the inflruments, but were apprehenfive that the operation of them 

might frighten the falmon from that part of the river. The obrervatio.n 

taken in this village gave me 52.25. 52 North latitude. 

In compliance wilh the chief's requefi I defired my people to take 

their bundles, and lay them down on the bank of the river. In the mean 

time-
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time I went to take the dimenuons of hig large cano~, ih which, tt \V3:1 

fignified to me, that about ten winters ago he went a conGderable dif

tance' towams-' the tnid-day fun, with forty of his people:, when he raw 

two large veffels full 'of fuch men as myfelf, by whom he was kindly re

ceived: they were, he faid, the firfl white people he had feen. They 

were probably the !hips commanded by Captain Cook. This canoe was 

built of cedar, forty-five feet long, four feet wide, and three feet and a 

half in depth. It was painted black and decorated with white figures 

of filli of different kinds. The gunwale, fore and aft, was inlaid with the 

teeth of the fea-otter. '* 

When I returned to the river, the natives who were to accompany us, 

and my people, were already in the canoe. The latter, however, in

formed me, that one of our axes was miffing. I immediately applied 

to the chief, and requefied its refioration; but he would not underfland 

me till I fat myrelf down on a fione, with my arms in a flate of pre

paration, and made it appear to him that I fhould not depart till the 

fiolen article was rellored. The village was immediately in a nate of 

uproar, and fame danger was apprehended from the confufion that 

prevailed in it. The axe, however, which had been hidden under the 

chief's canoe, was foon returned. Though this inllrnment was not, in 

itfelf, of fuflicient value to juftify a difpute with there people, I appre

hended that the fuffering them to keep it, after we had declared its 10fs, 

• As Captain Cooke h~s mentioned, that the people of the fea-co::dl adorned their C.OOC', with 

human teeth, I was more particuldr in my inquiries; the refult of which was, the mof!: LtisLldory 

proof, that he was mif!:aken: but his mif!:akc aro[e from the very great rcil'mbbtjl ~ thcr~ is betwcc:; 

human teeth and thofe of the fea-otter. 

might 
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1793- might have occafioned the lofs of every thing we carried with us, and' 

,-2.~.:.-, of our lives alfo. My people were dilfatisfied with me at the moment; 

but I thought myfelf right then, and, I think now, that the circumfiances 

in which we were involved, jufiified the meafure which I adopted. 

CHAP~ 
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C 11 APT E R XL 

Renew our voyage. Circumjlances of the river. Land at the h01lje if a 

chief. Entertained by him. Carried down the 1'iver with great rapidity 

to another houfe. Received 'with kindnefs. Occupations if the inha

bitants on its banks. Leave the canoe at a .fall. Pafs over land to 

another village. Some account if it. Obtain a view of an arm of the 

Jea. Life our dog. Procure another canoe. An'ive at the ann of the 

fla. CirCU?7!flances of it. One of our guides returns home. Coajl along 

a bay. Some deJcription of it. Meet 'with Indians. Our communica

tion with them. Their fujpicious condutl to'wards us. Pajs onwards. 

Determine the latitude and longitude. Return to the river. Dangerous 

encounter with the Indians. Proceed on our journey. 

337 
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A T one in the afternoon ~Ne renewed our voyage in a large canoe ~~. 
with four of the natives. We found the river almofl one continued 

rapid, and in half an hour we came to an houfe, where, however, we 

did not land, though invited by the inhabitants. In about an hour we 

arrived at two houfes, where we were, in fome degree, obliged to go on 

{hore, as we were informed that the owner of them was a perfon of 

confideration. He indeed received and regaled us in the fame manner 

Xx as 
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as at the Iaft village; and to increafe his confequence, he produced many 

European articles, and amongfl them were at leaH forty pounds weight 

of old copper flills. \Ve made our flay as filort as pollible, and our hoft 

embarked with us. In a very fuort time we were carried by the rapidity 

of the current to another houfe of very large dimenfions, which was 

partitioned into different apartments, and whore doors were on the fide. 

The inhabitants received us with greqt kindnefs; but infiead of filli, 

they placed a long, clean, and well made trough before us full of berries. 

In addition to thore which we had already feen, there were fome 

black, that were larger than the huckle berry, and of a richer flavour; 

and others white, which refembled the blackberry in every thing but 

colour. Here we faw a w:oman with two pieces of copper in her under 

lip, as defcribed by Captain Cook. I continued my ufual praaice of 

making there people prefents in return for their friendly reception and 

entertainment. 

The navigation of the river now became more difficult, from the nu

merous channels into which it \llaS divided, without any fenfible dimi

nution in the velocity of its current. We [oon reached another houfe 

of the common fize, where we were well received; but whether our 

guides had informed them that we were not in want of any thing, or 

that they were deficient in inclination, or perhaps the means, of being 

horpitable to us, they did not offer us any refrefument. They were in a 

fiate of bury preparation. Some of the women were employed in beat. 

ing and preparing the inner rind of the cedar bark, to which they gave 

the appearance of flax. Others were [pinning with a difiaff and Ipindle. 

One of them was weaving a robe of it, intermixed with firipes of the fea-

otter 
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otter {kin, on a frame of adequate contrivance that was placed againfl the 

fide of the houfe. The men were fifhing on the river with drag-nets be· 

tween two canoes. Thefe nets are forced by poles to the bottom, the 

current driving them before it; by which means the falmon coming up 

the river are intercepted, and give notice of their being taken by the 

fhuggles they make in the bag or fleeYl' or the net. There are no weirs 

in this part of the river, as I fuppofe, from the numerous channels into 

which it is divided. The machines, therefore, are placed along the 

banks, and confequently thefe people are not fo \\"cll fupplied with fifh 

as the village which has been already defcribed, nor do they appear 

to pofTefs the fame indufiry. The inhabitants of the Iafi houre accom

panied us in a large canoe. They recommended us to leave ours 

here, as the next village was but at a finall difiance from us, and the 

water more rapid than that which we had paffed. They informed us 

alfo, that we were approaching a cafcade. I direaed them to llioot it, 

and proceeded myfelf to the foot thereof, where I re-imbarked, and we 

went on with great velocity, till we came to a fall, where we lert our 

canoe, and carried our luggage along a road through a wood for fome 

hundred yards, when we came to a village, confining of fix very large 

houfes, ereaed on palliIades, rifing twenty-five feet from the ground, 

which differed in no one circumfiance from thole already defcribed, but 

the height of their elevation. They contained only four men and their 

families. The reU of the inhabitants were with us and in the fmall 

hou[es which we pafTed higher up the river.'* There people do not ieem 

to enjoy the abundance of their neighbours, as the men ".rho returned 

* Mr. Johnflone came to thcfe houfes the urfl: dJy of the preceding month. 

X Yr) 
J. ... '" .... from 
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from fifhing had no more than five faimon; they refufed to fell one of 

them, but gave me one roailed of a very indifferent kind. In the 

houfes there were feveral chells or boxes containing different articles 

that belonged to the people whom we had lately paffed. If I were t() 

judge by the heaps of filth beneath there buildings, they muil have been 

erecred at a more diflant period than any which we had paffed. From 

thefe houies I could perceive the termination of the river, and its dif

charge into a narrow arm of the fea. 

As it was now half paa fix in the evening, and the weather cloudy, I 

determined to remain here for the night, and for that purpofe we pof

feITed ourfelves of one of the unoccupied houies. The remains of our 

lail meal, which we brought with us, ferved for our fupper, as we 

could not procure a fingle fiih from the natives. The courfe of the 

river is about \Vefi, and the diilance from the great village upwards of 

thirty-fix miles. There we had loil our dog, a circumfiance of no fmall 

regret to me .• 

Saturday 20. We rofe at a very early hour this morning, 'when I propofed to the 

Indians to fun dOWil our canoe, or procure another at this place. To 

. both there propofals they turned a deaf ear, as they imagined that I 

{bould be f(!tished with havinG' come in fight of the fea. Two of them 
"' f r. d peremptorl1Y re llle to proceed; but the other two having confented to 

continue with us, \ve obtained a larger canoe than our former one, and 

though it was in a leaky Rate 'Ne were glad to poffefs it. 

At about eight we got out of the river, which difcharges itfelf by 

vanous 
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various channels into an arm of the rea. 

left a large lpace covered with rea-weed. 

The tide was out, and had 

The furrounding hills were 

involved in fog. The wind was at 'Ven, which was a-head of us, and 

very {hong; the bay appearing to be from one to three miles in breadth. 

As we advanced along the land we raw a great number of rea-otters. We 

fired feveral 010ts at them, but \vithout any fucceIs from the rapidity 

with which they plunge under the water. VVe alCo faw many [mall por

poifes or divers. The white-headed eagle, which is common in the in .. 

terior parts; fome fmall gulls, a dark bird which is inferior in fize to the 

gull, and a few fmall ducks, were all the birds which prefented them

[elves to our view. 

At two in the afternoon the fweII was fo high, and the wind, which 

was againfl us, fa boifierous, that we could not proceed with our leaky 

veffel, we therefore landed in a [mall cove on the right fide of the bay. 

Oppofite to us appeared another [mall bay, in the mouth of which is an 

iiland, and where, according to the information of the Indians, a river 

difcharges itleIf that abounds in [almon. 

Our young Indians now difcovered a very evd~nt difpofition to leave 

us; and, in the evening, one of thelTI made his efcape. Mr. Mackay, 

however, with the other, purfued and brought him back; but as it \i-as 

by no means neceffary to detain him, particularly ~L; provifions did r'.ot 

abound with us, I gave him a fmall portion, \I,·-it.h a pair of {hoes, whir;l 

were nece{fary for his journey, and a £ilk handkerchief, te1Jing him at the 

fame time, that he might go and inform his fr:e:;~~, tLat y;c fhould 8.)fo 

return 
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1793' return in three nights. He accordingly left us, and his companion, the 
July. 

L_~_--' young chief, went with him. 

When we landed, the tide was going out, and at a quarter pan four it 

was. ebb, the water having fallen in that fhort period eleven feet and 

an half. Since we left the river, not a quarter of an hour had paffed in 

which we did not fee porpoifes and fea-otters. Soon after ten it was 

high water, which rendered it neceffary that our baggage illould be fhifted 

feveral times, though not till Lome of the things had been wetted. 

"Ve were now reduced to the neceffity of looking out for frefh water, 

with which we were plentifully fupplied by the rills that ran down from 

the mountains. 

vVhen it was dark the young chief returned to us, bearing a large 

porcupine on his back. He firn cut the animal open, and having dif

encumbered it of the entrails, threw them into the fea; he then finged 

its {kin, and boiled it in feparate pieces, as our kettle was not fufEciently 

capacious to contain the \vhole: nor did he go to refl, till, with the 

affiilance of two of my people who happened to be awake, every morfe! 

of it was devoured. 

I had flattered myfelf with the hope of getting a difiance of the moon 

and fiars, but the cloudy weather continually difappointed me, and I 

began to fear that I fhould fail in this important objea; particularly as 

our provifions were at a very low ebb, and we had, as yet, no reafon to 

expeCt 
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expea any affiflance from the natives. Our flock was, at this time, re

duced to twenty pounds weight of pemmican, fifteen pounds of rice, 

and fix pounds of flour, among ten half-fl:arved men, in a leaky vefTeI, 

and on a barbarous coall. Our courfe from the river was about Well

South. Well, diflance ten miles. 

At forty minutes pall four this morning it was low water, which made 

fifteen feet perpendicular height below the high-water mark oflafl night. 

Mr. Mackay colleaed a quantity of fmall mufcles which we boiled. 

OUf people did not partake of this regale, as they are wholly unac

quainted with fea filCll-fiOl. Our young chief being miHing, we imagined 

that he had taken his flight, but, as we were preparing to depart, he for

tunately made his appearance from the woods, where he had been to 

take his reil arter his feail of lafl night. At fix we were upon the water, 

when we cleared the fmall bay, which we named Porcupine Cove, and 

fleered vVefl-South-vVeft for [even miles, we then opened a channel 

about two miles and an half wide at South-South-Wefl, and had a view 

of ten or twelve miles into it. As I could not afcertain the difiance from 
,. 

the open rea, and being uncertain whether we were in a bay or among 

inlets and channels of iflands, I confined my [earch to a proper place 

for taking an obrervation. We fleered, therefore, along the land on the 

left, Wen-North-Well a mile and an half; then North-YVefl one fourth 

of a mile, and North three miles to an ifland; the land continuing to 

run North-North-Wen, then along the ifland, South·South· 'Veil half a 

mile, vVefl a mile and an half, and from thence direElly acrors to the 

land on the left, (where I had an altitude,) South-vVefi three miles.* 

it The Cape or Point Menzies of Vancouver. 

From 
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Fr;')Jil tl:i:; pofition a channel, of which the iiland we left appeared to J '793-
J\lly. 
~ mi.lke a cl:eek, bears North by Eafi. 

U neer th~ land we met with three canoes, with fifteen men in them, 

and laden \'I'ilh their lnoveables, as if proceeding to a new fituation, or 

returning to a former. one. They manife£led no kind of mifiruH or fear 

of us, but entered into converfation with our young man, as I fuppored, to 

obtain fome information concerning us. It did not appear that they were 

the fame people as thofe we had lately feen, as they {poke the lan

guage of our young chief: with a different accent. They then examined 

eyery thing we had in our canoe, with an air of indifference and dif

dain. One of them in particular Inade me underfiand, with an air of 

infolence, that a large canoe had lately been in this bay, with people 

in her like me, and that one of them, whom he called Macubah, had fired 

on him and his friends, and that Benjins had firuck him on the back, 

with the flat part of his fword. He alfo mentioned another name, the 

articulation of whIch I could not determine. At the fame time he illuf

trated there circumHances by the affiflance of my gun and fword; and I 

do not doubt but he well deferved the treGtment which he defcribed. 

He alfo produced feveral European articles, which could not have been 

long in his poffeffion. From his condua and appearance, I willied very 

much to be rid of him, and flattered myfelf that he wou1d profe

cute his voyage, which appeared to be in an oppofite direaion to our 

courfe. However, when I prepared to part from them, they turned 

their canoes about, and perfuaded my young man to leave me, which I 

£oulc1 not prevent. 

We 
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vVe coaned along the lando:;' at about vVefl-South- \Vefl for fix miles, 

315 
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July. 

Rnd met a canoe with two boys in it, who were difpatched to fummon l--v---' 

the people on that part of the coan: to join them. The troublefomc 

fellow now forced himfelf into my canoe, and pointed out a narrow 

channel on the oppofite lliore, that led to his village, and requeHed us 

to fleer towards it, 'rhich I accordingly ordered. His importunities 

now became very irkfome, and he wanted to fee every thing we had, 

particularly my infiruments, concerning which he mull have received 

information from my young man. lIe afked for my hat, my handker-

chief, and, in lliort, every thing that he faw about me. At the fame 

time he frequently repeated the unpleafant intelligence that he had been 

{hot at by people of my colour. At fame diHance from the land a chan-

nel opened to us, at South-Wefi by Well, and pointing that way, he 

made me underfland that Macubah came there with his large canoe. 

When we were in mid-channel, I perceived fome fl1eds, or the remains 

of old buildings, on the !hore; and as, from that circumHance, I thought 

it probable that [orne Europeans might have been there, I direaed my 

fieerfman to make for that fpot. The traverfe is upwards of three 

miles N orth-Wen. 

We landed, and found the ruins of a village, in a fituation calculated 

for defence. The place itfelf was over grown with weeds, and in the 

centre of the houfes there was a temple, of the fame form and connruc

tion as that which I defcribed at the large village. vVe were foon fa 1. 

l()wed by ten canoes, each of which contained from three to fix men. They 

. * Named by Vancouver King's Ifland. 

Yy informed 
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informed. us that we were expeaed at the \'illage, where we fhould fee 

many of them. From their gener2.l deportment I was very apprehen

fi ve that fome hoilile defign was meditated againfi us, and for the fidi 

time I acknovdedged my apprehenfions to my people. I accordingly de. 

f1red them to be very much upon their guard, and to be prepared if any 

violence was offered to defend themD:lves to the laH. 

\Ve had no fooner landed, than we took poffeffion of a rock, where 

tJlere was not fpace for more than twice our number, and which ad

mitted of our defending ourfe1veswith advantage, in cafe we fhould be 

attacked. The people in the three firft canoes, were the moll trouble

fome, but, after doing their utmoR to i-rritate us, they went away. They 

were, however, no [ooner gone, than an hat, an handkerchief, and feve

ral other articles, were miffing. The ren of our vifitors continued their 

preffing invitations to accompany them to their village, but finding our 

refolution to decline them was not to be {haken, they, about fun-fet re

lieved us from all further importunities, by their departure. 

Another canoe, however, foon arrived, with [even flout, well-looking 

men. They brought a box, which contained a very fine fea-otter {kin, 

and a goat [kin, that was beautifully white. For the former they de

manded my hanger, which, as may well be fuppofed, could not be [pared 

in Our prefent fituation, and they aaually refufed to take a yard and an 

half of common broad cloth, with fome other articles-, forthe {kin, which 

proves the unrefIeaing improvidence of our European traders. The 

goat-Thin was fo bulky that I did not offer to purchafe it. Thefe men 

alIa told me that Macubah had been there, and left his !hip behind a 

point 
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point of land in the channel, South-\Vefl from US-; [r0111 whence he had 
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come to their village in boats, 'which thefe people r~pre1e'lted by imitat- '-r-I 

ing our manner of rowing. ,i\'hen I offered them what they did not 

choofe to accept for the otter-{kin, they {hook their heads, and very dif

tinElly anfwered " No, no." And to mark their refural of any thing 

we afi,-ed from them, they emphatically employed the fame Britifh mo

nofyllable. In one of the canoes which had left us, there was a feal, 

that I wi{hed to purchafe, but could not perfuade the natives to part \-vith 

it. They had alfo a £1[h, which I now faw for the £1rfl time. It was 

about eighteen inches in length, of the {hape and appearance of a trout, 

with {hong, iliarp teeth. 'Ve faw great numbers of the animals which 

we had taken for fea otters, but I was now difpofed to think that a great 

part of them, at leaH, mull have been feals. 

The natives having left us, we made a fire to warm ourfelves, r.nd as 

for [upper, there was but little of that, for our whole daily allo"Nance 

did not alnount to what was fufficient for a finglc meal. The weather 

was clear throughout the day, which was fucceeded by a fine moon-light 

night. I direEted the, people to keep watch by two in turn, and laid my

felf down in my cloak. 

This morning "the weather was clear and pleafant; nor'hud ~ny thing :-'f ):v',~r z::, 

occurred to diflurb us throughout the night. One folitary Indian, in-

.deed, came to us :with about half .apound of boiled feal':; fIefh, and the 

head of a finall falmon, ,for vihich .he: afked an handkerchief, but after-

'wards accepted' a few beads. As this man came £llone, I concluded that 

no geneval plan had been formed among ,the natives to annoy us, but 

this opinion did not altogether calm the apprehenfions of my people. 

y y 2 Soon 
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Soon after eight in the morning, I took five altitudes for time, and the 

mean of them 'INas 36° 481 at fix in the afternoon, 58. 34· time, by the 

watch, which makes the achro:11cter flow apparent time Ib 21 m 44'~ 

Two canoes now arrived from the fame quarter as the feil, with feve

ral men, and our young Indian along with them. They brought a \ery 

few fmall fea-otter {kins, out of feafon, with fame pieces of raw feal's 

flefh. The former were of no value, but hunger compelled fome of my 

people to take the latter, at an extravagant price. Mr. Mackay lighted a 

bit of touch wood with a burning-glafS, in the cover of his tobacco-box, 

which fo furprifed the natives, that they exchanged the bell of their otter 

{kins for it. The young man was now very anxious to perfuade our people 

to depart, as the natives, he faid, were as numerous as mufquitoes, and of 

very malignant charaaer. This information produced fome very ear

neft remonfhances to me to haften our departure, but as I was determined 

not to leave this place, except I was abIolutely compelled to it, till I had 

afcertained its fituation, thefe folicitations were not repeated. 

While I was taking a meridian, two canoes, of a larger fize, and well 

manned, appeared from the main South-Weft channel. They feemed 

to be the fore-runners of others, who were coming to co-operate with the 

people of the village, in confequence of the meffage fent by the two boys, 

which has been already mentioned; and our young Indian, who under

flood them, renewed his entreaties for our departure, as they would foon 

come to {hoot their arrows, and hurl their fpears at us. In relating our 

danger, his agitation was fo violent that he foamed at the mouth. 

Though I was not altogether free from apprehenfions on the occafion, it 

was 
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was necdfary for me to dirguife them, as my people were panic Uruck, 

and fome of them afked if it was my determination to remain there to be 

facrificed? My reply was the fame as their former importunities had 

received,. that I would not flir till I had accomplifhed my objetl; at the 

fame time, to humour their fears, I confented that they {hould put every 

thing into the canoe, that we might be in a flate of preparation to de

part. The two canoes now approached the fil0re, and in a iliort time five 

men, 'with their families, landed very quietly from them. My infiruments 

being expofed, they examined them with much apparent admiration and 

aflonilliment. My altitude, by an artificial horizon, gave 52° 21 s 33"; 

that by the natural horizon was 52° 20S 48" North latitude. * 

There Indians were of a different tribe from thofe which I had already 

feen, as our guide did not underfiand their language. I now mixed up 

fame vermilion in melted greafe, and inICribed, in large charatlers, on 

the South-EaR face of the rock on which we had {lept lafi night, this 

brief memorial-" Alexander Mackenzie, from Canada, by land, the 

twenty-fecond of July, one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-three." 

As I thought that we were too near the village, I confented to leave 

this place, and accordingly proceeded North-EaR three miles, when we 

landed on a point, in a [mall cove, where we iliould not be readily feen, 

and could not be attacked except in our front. 

Among other articles that had been fiolen from us, at our Iafi Ration, 

• This 1 found to be the cheek of Vancouver's Cafcade Canal. 

was 

• 

1793· 
July. 

J 



(' ~o 
)) 

1793· 
Jull'. 

\--V--l 

JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE THROUGH THE 

wa~ a founding-line, which I intended to have employed in this bay, 

though I fhould not probably have found the bottom, at any difiance 

from the {hore, as the appearance both of the water and land indicated 

a great depth. The latter dilplayed :: folid rock, rifing, as it appeared 

to me, from three to {even hundred feet above high water mark. \Vhere 

any foil was fcattered about, there were cedars, fpruce-firs, white birch, 

and other trees of large growth. From its precipices iffued fheams of 

fine water, as cold as ice. 

The two canoes which we had left at our lall nation, followed us 

hither, and when they were preparing to depart, our young chief em

barked with them. I was determined, however, to prevent his efcape, 

and compelled him, by aCluaI force, to come on {hore, for I thought it 

much better to incur his dirpleafure, than to [uffer him to expore himfelf 

to any untoward accident among fhangers, or to return to his father be

fore u~. The men in the canoe made figns for him to go over the hill, 

and that they would take him on board at the other fide of it. As I 

wa~ neceIfarily engaged in other matters, I deured my people to take 

care th::t he filould not run away; but they peremptorily refufed to be 

employed in keeping him againfi his will. I was, therefore, reduced to 

the necefIity of watching him myfelf. 

I took five altitudes, and the mean of them was 29. 23· 48. 

at 3· 5· 53· in the afternoon, by the watch, which males it qow apparent 

tIme lID 221. 38' 

In the forenoon it was • 1 21 44 

Mean of both 

Difference nine hours going of the time-piece flow 

2 44 22 

1 22 11 

8 

1 22 19 
.lobferved 
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I obrerved an emerfion of Jupiter's third [atellite, whic.h ga\'e 

8° 32 ' :21" difference of longitude, I then obferved an emerGon of Jupi

ter':;. firH fatellite, which gave 8. 31. 4~t The mean of thde obfervations 

is gr 32t 2" which is equal to 128. 2. \Vefl of Greenwich. 

I had now determined my fituation, which is the moil: fortunate cir

cumnance of my long, painful, and perilou~) journey, as a few cloudy 

days would have prevented me from afCertainiog the finalloogitude of it.* 

At tw'elve it was high water, but the tide did not come within a foot 

and an half of the high water mark of laft night. As [000 as I had com

pleted my obfervations, we left this place: it was then ten o'clock in the 

afternoon. We retu-rned the fame way that we came, and though the 

tide was running out very {hong, by keeping clofe in with the rocks, we 

proceeded at a confiderable rate, as my people were very anxious to get 

out of the reach of the inhabitants of this coaft. 
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During our couffe we raw feveral fires on the land to the Southward, Tliefday ~3) 

and after the day dawned, their fmokes were viGble. At half pan four 

this morning we arrived at our encampment of the night of the 21fi, 

which had heen named Porcupine Cove. The tide was out, and con-

fiderably lower than we found it when we were here before; the high . 

.. Mr. Meares was undoubtedly wrong in the idea, fa pafitively infifted on by him in his vOy3~~·1 

that there was a North-Weft pa{fage ta the Southward of fixty-nine degrees and an hali f l~tituJf?, as 

1 flatter myfelfhas beenprvved by my former voyage. Nor can I refrain from exprdIing my hlr~Hdc 

at his a{fertian, that there was an 'inlalld rea or archipelago of great extent between the il1ands of j'\ ootb 

and the main, about the latitude where I was at this time. Indeed I hJ\'e bec.n inform,·j that 

Captam Grey, who commanded an American ve{fel, and on whore authority he vClIturd this opiul('o) 

denies that he had given Mr. Mcares any fuch information. Befides, thc contrary is ir..clubilably 

proved by Captain Vancouver's furveYI from which no appeal can be made. 

water 
.. 
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17<130 water mark beinQ" abo"c the place where we had made our fire. This 
JUI)". <-") 

L--y--' fluctuation mufl be occlhoned by the aHion of the wind upon ·~he water, 

in thofe narrow t:hannels. 

/1.8 we continued onwards, towards the river, we faw a canoe, well 

manned, which at fidl made from us with great expedition, but after

'\lards waited, as if to reconnoitre us; however, it kept out of our way, 

and allowed us to pafs. The tide being much lower than when we were 

here before, \\'e were under the neceffity of landing a mile below the 

village. \Ve obferved that {lakes were fixed in the ground along the 

bay, and in fome places machines were fafiened to ·them, as I afterwards 

learned, to intercept the feals and otters. Thefe works are very exten

five, and mull have been erected with no common labour. The only 

bird we faw to-day was the white-headed eagle.* 

Our guide directed us to draw the canoe out of the reach of the tide 

and to leave it. He would not wait, however, till th1s operation was 

performed, and I did not WiOl to let him go alone. I therefore followed 

him through a bad road encumbered with underwood. When we had 

quitted the wood, and were in fight of the houfes, the young man being 

about fifteen or twenty paces before me, I was furpnfed to fee two men 

running down towards me from one of the houfes, with daggers in their 

hands and fury in their afpeCt. From their hofiile appearance, I could 

not doubt of their purpofe. I therefore flopped filort, threw down my 

cloak, and put myfelf in a poilure of defence, with my gun prefented 

• This bay was now named Mackenzie's Outlet. 

towards 
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towards them. Fortunately for me, they knew the cffett of fire-arms, 

and inflantly dropped their daggers, which \\Tere fanened by a flring to 

their \\Tills, and had before been held in a menacing attitude. I let my 

gun aHa fall into my left hand, and drew my lunger. Scveral others 

[oon joined them, who \,,'ere armed in the fame manner; and among 

them I recognifed the man whom I have alrcady mentioned as being fa 

troublefome to us, and who now repeated the nam(>s of !vracubah and 

Benzins, fignifying at the fame time by his aCtion, as on a former oe

callon, that he had been filot at by them. Until I faw him my mind 

was undiflurbed; but the moment he 2ppcared, conceiving that he was 

the canfe of my prefent perilous fituation, Ely rcrentment predominated, 

and, if he had come within my reach, I verily believe, that I {bould 

have terminated his iniolence for ever. 

The reU now approached fo near, that one of them contrived to 

get behind me, and gralped me in his arms. I foon diIengaged myfelf 

from him; and, that he did not avail himfelf of the opportunity which 

he had' of plunging his dagger into me, I cannot conjecture. They cer

tainly might have overpowered me, and though I illould probably have 

killed one or two of them, I muR have fallen at laft. 

One of my people now came out of the wood. On his appearance 

they infiantly took to flight, and with the utmo!l fpeed fought filelter 

in the houfes from whence they had iffued. It was, however, upwards 

of ten minutes before all my people joined me; and as they came one 

after the other, thefe people might have fucceffively difpatched every 

Z z ("He 
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one of us. If they had killed me, in the firfi infiance, this confequence 

would certainly have followed, and not one of us would have returned 

home to tell the horrid fate of his companions. 

After having fiated the danger I had encountered, I told my people 

that I was determined to make there natives feel the impropriety of their 

conduct toward us, and compel them to return my hat and cloak which 

they had taken in the fcuffle, as well as the articles previouily purloined 

from us; for moil of the men who were in the three canoes that we firfi: 

law, were now in the village. I therefore told my men to prime their 

pieces afrefh, and prepare themfel ves for an active ufe of them, if the 

occaGon fhould require it. 

We now drew up before the houfe, and made figns for fome one to 

come down to us. At length our young chief appeared, and told us that 

the men belonging to the canoes had not only informed his friends, that 

we had treated him very ill, but that we had killed four of their com

panions whom we had met in the bay. vVhen I had explained to them 

as well as it "v'as in my power, the falfehood of fuch a Hory, I infified on 

the refioration of every thing that had been taken from us, as well as a 

neceffary fupply of fifh, as the conditions of my departure; accordingly 

the things were rcHored, and a few dried fifh along with them. A re

conciliation now took place, but our guide or young chief was fo much 

terrified that he would remain no longer with us, and requeUed us to 

follow with his father's canoe, or mifchief would follow. I determined, 

however, before my departure, to take an obfervation, and at noon got 

a meridian 
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a meridian altitude, making this place, which I named Rafcal's Village, 

52. 23· 43. North latitude. 

On my informing the natives that we wanted fomething more to eat, 

they brought us two falmons; and when we fignified that we had no 

poles to fet the canoe againfi. the current, they were furnifhed with equal 

alacrity, fo anxious were they for our departure. I paid, however, for 

every thing which we had received, and did not forget the loan of the 

canoe. 

. Z Z 2 CHAP . 

355 

1793-
July. 

L...-y--' 



JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE:THaOUGltTI-lE 

CHAPTER XII. 

Return up tile rz·ver. Slow progrefi if tlze canoe,from the flrength of the 

curTent. Tlze hoflile party of the natives precede us. Impetuous con

dutl if my people. Continue our very tedious voyage. Come to '.fome 

houjes; received with great hindlZefi. Arrive at the principal, or Salmon 

Village. Our preftnt reception 'very different from that we o.perienced 

on our former viJit. Continue our journey. Circurnjlances oJ zl. Find 

our dog. Arrive at the Upper, or Friendly Village. Meet with a very 

kind reception. Some ,further account of the manners and cujloms of its 

inhabitants. Briif vocabulmy riftheir language. 

179.3· 
July. 

'-v--.J THE current of the river was~fo {hong, that I fhould have complied 

with the willies of my people, and gone by land, but one of my Indians 

was fa weak, that it was impoffible for him to perform the journey. He 

had been ill fame time; and, indeed, we had been all of us more or,lefs 

affii8cd with colds on the fea coan. Four of the people therefore let off 

with the canoe, and it employed them an hour to get half a mile. In the 

mean time the native, who has been already mentioned as having treated 

us with fo much infolence, and four of his companions, went up the river 

in a canoe, which they had above the rapid, with as many boxes as men 

In 
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in her. This eircumfiance ·was the eaure of frefh alarm, as it was gene- 17,)]-
July. 

rally c:)ncluded that they would produce the fame mirchief and danger '"-r--J 

'in the villages above, as they had in that below. Nor was it forgotten 

that the young chief had left us in a manner which would not be inter-

preted in our favour by his father and friends. 

At length the canoe arrived, and the people declared in the mofi un~ 

rererved terms, that they would proceed no further in her; but when 

they were made acquainted with the circumfiances which have jufl been 

defcribed, their violence increafed, and the greater part of the men an~ 

nounced their determination to attempt the mountains, and endeavour, 

by paffing over them, to gain the road by which we came to the fira 

village. So refolved were they to purrue this plan, that they threw 

every thing which they had into the river, except their blankets. I 

was all this time fitting patiently on a fione, and indulging the hope 

that, when their frantic terror had fubfided, their returning reafon 

would have difpofed them to perceive the rafhnefs of their pro

jeCt; but when I obfer\'ed that they perfified in it, I no longer re

mained a filent lifiener to their paffionate declarations, but proceeded 

to employ fuch arguments as I truned would turn them from their 

fenfelefs and impraaicable purpoIe. After reproving my young Indian 

in very fevere terms, for encouraging the refl to follow their mad de

fign of palling the Inountains, I addrefIed myIdf generally to them, 

flating the difficulty of afcending the mountains, the eternal fnows with 

which they were covered, our [mall Hock of provifions, which two days 

would exhaufl:, and the conrequent probability that we fhould perifh with 

cold and hunger. I urged the folly of being affea~d by the alarm of 

danger. 
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daQger which might not exHl:, and if it did, I encouraged them with the 

means we po{feffed of furmounting it. N or did I forget to urge the in

humanity and injuflice of leaving the poor {ick Indian to languilli and 

die. I alfo added, that as my particular objefr had been accomplillied, I 

had now no other hut our common fafety; that the fole willi of my 

heart was to employ the heft means in my power, and to purfue the bell: 

method which my underflanding could fuggeft, to fecure them and my~ 

[elf from every danger that might impede our return. 

My fieeriman, who had been with me for five years in that capacity, 

inHantly replied that he was ready to follow me wherever I fhould go, but 

that he would never again enter that canoe, as he had folemnly [worn he 

would not, while he was in the rapid. His example was followed by 

all the refi, except two, who embarked with Mr. Mackay,* myfelf, and 

the !ick Indian. The current, however, \\-'as [0 {hong, that we dragged 

up the greatefi part of the way, by the branches of trees. Our progrefs, 

as may be imagined, was very tedious, and attended with uncommon 

labour; the party who went by land being continually obliged to wait 

for us. Mr. Mackay's gun was carried out of the canoe and loil, at a time 

when we appeared to nand in very great need of it, as two canoes, with 

fixteen or eighteen men, were coming down the flream; and the appre

henfions which they occa!ioned did not fubfide t.ill they rhot by us with 

great rapidity. 

At length we came in fight of the houfe, when we faw 'our young Indian 

• It is but common ju!lice to him, to mention in this place tL.t I had rvery reafon to be 
i"4tisUed with his conduct 

with 
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with fix others, in a canoe coming to meet us. This was a very en- j~'!}: 

couraging circumHance, as it fatisfied us that the natives who had pre. L-V--' 

ceded, and whole malignant defigns we had every reafon to [urpea, 

had not been able to prejudice the people againfl: us. \Ve, therefore, 

landed at the hou[e, where we were received in a frien<Yy manner, and 

having procured [ome fifh, we proceeded on our journey. 

It was almofi dark wLen we arrived at the next houfe, and the fira 

perfans who prefl:lltcd them reI ves to our ohfen'ation were the turbulent 

Indian and his four companions. They were not very agreeable objeas ; 

but we were nevertheleE well received by the inhabitants, who pre1ented 

us with fifh and berries. The Indians who had caufed us fa much 

alarm, we now difcovered to be inhabitants of the iilands, and traders in 

various articles, fuch as cedar-bark, prepared to be wove into mats, fifh

fpa,vn, copper, iron, and beads, the latter of which they get on their own 

coaft. For there the y 1 f'Ct>ive in exchange roaned {almon, hemlock-bark 

cakes, and the other kind made of ralmon roes, forrel, and bitter berries. 

Having procured as much fifh as vlould rerve us for our fupper, and the 

meals of the next day, all my people went to refl except one, with \\ hom. 

I kept the Bra watch. 

After twelve lan njght, I called up 1\1r. l'vlackay, and one (,f the men, 

to relieve us, but as a general tranquillity appeared to pre\'ail in the 

place, I recommendc~l them to return to their refl. I was the firH: awake 

the morning, and fent Mr. Mackay to fee if our canoe remained where 

we left it; but he returned to inform me that the I {landers had loaded it 

with their articles of traffic, and were ready to depart. On this ir:~el-

IjO'ence 
~ 

• 
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ligence I hurried to the wa~er fide, and feizing the canoe by the fiem, I 

fhould certainly ha\'(~ overfet it, and turned the three men that were in it, 

,,:ith all their merchar:dire, into the river, had not one of the people of 

the haufe, \\"ho had beeE very kind to us, informed me that this was their 

own caLoe, an::! that my guide had gone off with ours. At the fame mo

ment the other t\i"O L~dians who belonged to the party, jumped nimbly 

into it, and pu fhed o!"{' with all the haHe and hurry that their fears may be 

f.lppofed to diCtate. 

\ rc DOW found au rid \'es once more \\'i thou t a guide or a canoe. 'Ve 

were, however, fa fortunate as to engage, without much difficulty, two 

of thefe p~ople to accompany us; as, from the firength of the current, 

it wouIJ l1ut have been poHible for us to have proceeded by water with. 

out their affifiance. As the haufe was upon an ifiand, we ferried over 

the pedefirian party to the main bank of the river, and continued our 

cOUl-fe till our conduaors came to their fi!hing ground, when they pro

pofed to land us, and our fmall portion of baggage; but as our com

panions were on the oppoGte !hare, we could not acquiefce, and after 

fome time perfuaded them to proceed further with us. Soon after we 

met the chief, who had regaled us in our voyage down the river. He 

was feining between two canoes, and had taken a conGderable quantity 

of falmon. He took us on board with him, and proceeded upwards with 

great expedition. Thefe people are furprifingly ikilful and attive in 

fetting againfi a {hong current. In the roughen: part they almoft filled 

the canoe with water, by way of a f"portive alarm to us. . 

• 

We landed at the houfe of the chief, and he immediately placed a fifh 

before 
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bf'fore me. Our people now appeared on the oppofite bank, when a 

canoe was fent for them. As foon as they had made their meal of filh, 
they proceeded on their route, and we followed them, the chief and one 

of the natives having undertaken to condua us. 

At five in the afternoon we came to two houfes, which we had not feell 

in going down. They were upon an ifland, and I was obliged to fend 

for the walking party, as our conduEtors, from the latenefs of the hour, 

refufed to proceed any further with us till the next day. One of 

our men, being at a fmall difiance before the others, had been attacked 

by a female bear, with two cubs, but another of them arrived to 

his refcue, and {hot her. Their fears probably prevented them from 

killing the two young ones. They brought a part of the meat, but it 

was very indifferent. We were informed that our former guide, or 

young chief, had pa{fed this place, at a very early h?ur of the morning, 

on foot. 

Thefe people take plenty of another fifh, befides falmon, which weigh 

from fifteen to fo:ty pounds. This fifh is broader than the [almon, of a 

greyifh colour, and with an hunch on its back; the Befh is white, but 

neither rich nor well flavoured. Its jaw and teeth are like thofe of a 

dog, and the latter are larger and fironger than any I had ever feen in a 

fifh -of equal fize: thofe in front bend inwards, like the claws of a bird of 

prey. It delights in {hallow water, and its native name is Dilly •. 

We received as many fifh and berries from. thefe people as completely 

fatisfied our appetites. The latter excelled any of the kind that we 

3 A had 
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1793. had feen. I faw, alfo, three kinds of goofeberries, which, as we paffed 
July. • 

L-v---' through the woods, we found In great abundance • . 

Thurfday 25' I arofe before the fun, and the weather was very fine. The men who 

were to accompany us went to viut their l:llachines, and brought back 

plenty of filli, which they {hung on a rope, and left them in the river. 

We now embarked thirteen in a canoe, and landed my men on the South 

bank, as it would have been impraaicable to have Hemmed the tide with 

fuch a load. The under-wood was fo thick that it was with great diffi

culty they could pafs through it. At nine we were under the necellity 

of waiting to ferry them over a river from the South, which is not ford. 

able. After fome time we came to two deferted houfes, at the foot of a 

rapid, beyond which our boatmen abfolutely refufed to condua us by 

water. Here was a road which led oppofite to the village. We had, 

however, the curiofity to vifit the houfes, which were ereaed upon 

pons; and we fuffered \'ery Ieverely for the indulgence of it; for the 

floors were covered \\,ith fleas, and we were immediately in the fame 
J 

condition, for which we had no remedy but to take to the water. 

There was not a fpot round the houles, free from grafs, that was not 

alive, as it were, with this vermin. 

Our guides propofed to conduR us on our way, and we followed them 

on a well-beaten track. They, however, went fo fail, that we could not 

all of us keep up with them, particularly our fick Indian, whofe fituation 

was very embarraffing to us, and at length they contrived to efcape. I 

very much wifhed for there men to have accompanied us to the village, 

in order to do away any ill impreffions which might have arifen from the 

young 
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young chief's report to his father, which we were naturally led to ex

pea would not be in our fayour. 

This road conduaed us through the fineR wood of cedar trees that I 
had ever feen. I mea[ured feveral of thetn that were twenty-four feet 

in the girth, and of a proportionate height. The alder trees are alfo of 

an uncommon fize; feveral of them were feven feet and an half in circum .. 

ference, and rofe to forty feet without a branch; but my men declared 

that they had, in their progrefs, feen much larger of both kinds. The 

other wood was hemlock, white birch, two fpecies of fpruce-firs, wil

lows" &c. Ivlany of the large cedars appeared to have been examined, 

as I fuppore by the natives, for the purpOrt of making canoes, but finding 

them hollow at heart, they were fuffered to Rand. There was but little 

underwood, and the foil was a black rich mould, which would well re

ward the trouble of cultivation. From the remains of bones on certain 

fpots, it is probable that the natives may have occafionally burned their 

dead in this wood. 

.. 
As it was uncertain what our reception might be at the village, I exa-

mined every man's arms and ammunition, and gave Mr. Mackay, who 

had unfortunately Iofi his gun, one of my piHols. Our late conduaors 

had informed us that the man whom we left in a dying fiate, and to' 

whom I had adminifiered forne Turlington's balfam, was dead; and it 

was by no means improbable that I might be fufpeaed of hafiening, 

his erut 

At one in the afternQon we came to the bank of the river" which was 

3 A 2 oppofite 
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oppofite to the village, which appeared to be in a {late of perfea tran· 

quillity. Several of the natives were fifhing above and below the weir, 

and they very readily took us over in their canoes. The people now 

hurried down to the water fide, but I perceived none of the chief's family 

among them. They made figns to me to go to his hou[e; I fignified to 

them not to crowd about us, and indeed drew a line, beyond which I 

made them underfiand they muH not pars. I now direaed Mr. Mackay, 

and the men to remain there, with their anns in readinefs, and to keep 

the natives at a difiance, as I was determined to go alone to the chief's 

houfe; and if they fhould hear the report of my pifiols, they were ordered 

to make the beil of their way from there people, as it would then be equally 

fruitlefs and dangerous to attempt the giving me any affifiance, as it 

would be only in the lail extremity, and when I was certain of their in

tention to deHroy me, that I fhould difcharge my piHols. IvI y gun I gave 

to Mr. Mackay, when, with my loaded piflols in my belt, and a poniard in 

my hand, I proceeded to the abode of the chief. I had a wood to pafs 

in my way thither, which was interleaed by various paths, and I took 

one that led to the back inflead of the front of the houle; and as the 

whole had been very much altered fince I was here before, I concluded 

that I had loa my way. But I continued to proceed, and foon met 

with the chief's wife, who informed me, that he was at the next houfe. 

On my going round it, I perceived that they had thrown open the gable 

ends, and added two wings, nearly as long as the body, both of which 

were hung round with IaImon as clofe as they could be placed. As 

I could difcover none of the men, I fat down upon a large Ilone near 

fome women who were fupping on falmon roes and berries. They in

vited me to partake of their fare, and I was about to accept their invitation, 

when 



NORTH-WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA. 

when Mr. Mackay joined me, as both himfelf and all my party were j179
1
3. 

u y. 

alarmed at my being alone. N or was his alarm leffened by an old man L--v-' 

whom he met in the wood, and who made u fe of figns to perfuade him 

to return. As he came without his gun, I gave him one of my pifloIs. 

When I faw the women continue their employment without paying the 

Jeafi attention to us, I could not imagine that" any hoHile defign was pre-

paring againfi us. Though the non-appearance of the men awakened 

fome degree of fufpicion that I fuould not be received with the fame 

welcome as on my former vifit. At length the chief appeared, and hi~ 

fon, who had been our guide, following him: difpleafure was painted 

in the old man's countenance, and he held in his hand a bead tobacco 

pouch which belonged to Mr. Mackay, and the young chief had pur·. 

loined from him. When he had approached within three or four yards 

of me, he threw it at me with great indignation, and walked away. I 

followed him, however, until he had paffed his fon, whom I took by the 

hand, but he did not make any very cordial return to my falutation ; 

at the fame time he made figns for me to difcharge my pillol, and give 

him my hanger which Mr. Mackay had brought me, but I did not pay 

the lean attention to either of his demands. 

We now joined the chief, who explained to me that he was in a £late 

of deep diHrefs for the lors of his fon, and made me underHand that he 

had cut off his hair and blackened his face on the melancholy occauon. 

He alfo reprefented the alarm which he had fuffered rcfpeaing his fOB 

who had accompanied us; as he apprehended we had killed him, or had 

all of us perifhed together. When he had finifhed his narrative, I took 

him and his [on by their hands, and requefied them to corne with me to 

the 
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1793. the place where I had left my people~ who were rejoiced to fee us return~ 
July. . 

.-~.;-..; having been in a {late of great anxiety from our long abfence. lim. 

mediately remunerated the young chief for his company and affiflance 

in our voyage to the fea, as well as his father, for his former atten

tions. I gave them cloth and knives, and, indeed~ a portion of every 

thing which now remain~d to us. The prerents had the den red effect 

of relloring us to their favour; but there people are of [0 changeable a 

nature, that there is no fecurity with thern. I procured three robes and 

two otter·.fkins, and if I could have given fuch articles in exchange as. 

they preferred, I lliould probably have obtained more. I now repre

fented the length of the way which I had to go,. and requeUed forne filh 

to fupport us on our journey, when he defired us. to follow him to the 

haufe, where mats were immediately arranged and a fifh placed before· 

each of us. 

vVe were now informed, that our dog, whom we had loil, had been 

howling about the village ever fince we left it, and that they had reafon 

to believe he left the woods at night to eat the fifh he could find about 

the houres. I immediately dirpatched Mr. Mackay, and a man, in fearch 

of the animal, but they returned without him .. 

\Vhen. I manifefied my intention to proceed on my journey, the chief 

voluntarily rent for ten roalled [almon, and having attended us with his, 

fon, and a great number of his people, to the laft hoWe in the villag~, we 

took our leave. It was then hal f pail. three in the afternoon •. 

I direaed Mr. Mackay to take the lead, and the others to follow him . 
. 
In 
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in Indian files, at a long and fieady pace, as I determined to bring up 1793-
July, 

the rear. I adopted this meafure from a confullon that was obfervable ~ 

among the natives which I did not comprehend. I was not without 

my fufpicions that fome mifchief was in agitation, and they were in~ 

creafed from the confufed noife we heard in the village. At the fame 
~ 

time a confiderable number came running after us; fome of them making 

figns for us to flop, and others rulliing by me. I perceived alIa, that thore 

who followed us were the {hangers who live among thefe people, and are 

kept by them in a fl:ate of awe and fubjeClion; and one of them made 

figns to me that we were taking a wrong road. I immediately called 

out to Mr. Mackay to fiop. This was naturally enough taken for an 

alarm, and threw my people into great dirorder. \Vhen, however, I was 

underfiood, and we had muflered again, our Indian informed us, that the 

noife we heard was occafioned by a debate among the natives, whether 

they fhould fiop us or not. When, therefore, we had got into the right 

road, I made fuch arrangements as might be neceffary for our defence, if 

we lliould have an experimental proof that our late and fickle friends wen~ 

converted into enemies. 

Our way was through a [orefl: of flately cedars, beneath a range of 

lofty hills, covered with rocks, and without any view of the river. The 

path was well beaten, but rendered incommodious by the large ftones 

which lay along it. 

As we were continuing our route, we all felt the fenfation of ha\'in~ 

found a loft friend at the fight of our dog; but he appeared, in a great 

degree, to have loft his forme~ fagacity. He ran in a wild way back~ 

wards and forwards; and though he kept our road, I could not induce 
him 
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'793, him to acknowledge his maHer. Sometimes he feemed difpofed to ap-
July. 

L--v-.-J proach as if he knew us; and then, on a rudden, he would turn awaY', 

as if alarmed at our appearance. The poor animal was reduced 

crImoa to a {keleton, and we occafionally dropped fO!llething to fUppOft 

him, and by degrees he recovered his former fagacity. 

When the night came on we nopped at a fmall diftance from the river, 

but did not venture to make a fire. Every man took his tree, and laid 

down in his clothes, and with his arms, beneath the {hade of iLs bra,nches. 

We had removed to a {hort diflance from the path; no centinel was now 

appointed, and everyone was left to watch for his own rafety. 

Friday 26. After a very rerrIers, though undifiurbed night, we fet forward as [oon 

as day appeared, and walked on with all pollible expedition, till we got 

to the upper, which we now called Friendly Village, and was the fira 

'We vifited on our outward journey. 

It was eight in the morning of a very fine day when we arrived, and 

found a very material alteration in the place fince we left it. Five ad

ditional houfes had been eretted and were filled with [almon: the in

creafe of inhabitants wa" in the fame proportion. We were received 

with great kindnefs, and a meffenger was dirpatched to inform the chief, 

whore name was Soocomlick, and who was then at his fiChing-weir, of our 

arrival. He immediately returned to the village to confirm the cordial re

ception of his people; and having condu8ed us to his houfe, entertained 

us with the mofi rerpeB:ful hofpitality. In {hort, he behaved to us with 

fo much attention and kindnefs" that I did not withhold any thing in my 

power 
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power to give, which might afford him fatisfaEtion. I prefented him with 

two yards of blue cloth, an axe, knives, and various other articles. He 

gave me in return a large {hell which rcIembled the under {bell of 

a Guernfey oyfier, but famewhat larger. \Vhere they procure theln I 

could not difcover, but they cut and polifh them for bracelets, ear-rings, 

and other perfonal ornaments. He regretted that he had no fea-otter 

lkins to give Ine, but engaged to provide abundance of them whenever 

either my friends or myfelf {bould return by fea; an expeClation which 

I thought it right to encourage among thefe people. He al[o earnefily 

requefied me to bring him a gun and ammunition. I might have pro

cured many curious articles at this place, but was prevented by the con

fideration that we mull have carried them on our backs upwards of three 

hundred miles through a mountainous country. The young chief, to 

his other aEts of kindnefs, added as large a fupply of fifh as we chofe to 

take. 

Our vifit did not occafion any particular interruption of the ordinary 

occupation of the people; efpecially of the women, who were employed 

in boiling forrel, and different kinds of berries, with falmon-roes, in large 

fquare kettles of cedar wood. This pottage, when it attained a certain 

confifiency, they took out with ladles, and poured it into frames of about 

twelve inches fquare and one deep, the bottom being covered \I(ith a 

large leaf, which were then expofed to the fun till their contents became fa 

many dried cakes. The roes that are mixed up with the bitter berries, are 

prepared in the fame way. From the quantity of this kind of provifioD), 

it muH be a principal article of food, and probably .. of traHic. Thefe 

people have alfo portable chens of cedar, in which they pack them, a~ 

3 B \\"f'll 
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w'~II as their falmon, both dried and roafled. It a ppeared to me, that 1 ~9'~. 
Jul\'. 

L-V--1 they eat no flefh, except filch as the fea mayaITrjrd them, as that of the 

rea-otter and the feal. The only inflance we obferved to the contrary. 

was in the young Indian who accompanied us amo.ng the iHands, and 

has been already mentioned as feaning on the flelh of a porcupine: 

whether this be their cufiom throughout the year, or only during the 

{earon of the falmon fifhery; or, whether there were any cafh of them,

as in India, I cannot pretend to determine. It is certain, however, tha\ 

they are not hunters, and I have already mentioned the abhorrence they 

expreffed at forne veniron which we brought to their village. During 

our former vifit to thefe people, they requefted us not to difCharge our 

fire-arms, left the report thould frighten away the falmon, but now they 

expreffed a willi that I {bould explain the ufe aDd management of them~ 

Though their demeanour to us was of the moLl: friendly nature, and 

they appeared without any arms, except a few who accidentally had 

their daggers, I did not think it altogether prudent to difcharge our 

pieces; I therefore fired one of my piftols at a tree' marked for the 

purpofe, when I put four out of five buck-fhot, with which it was loaded, 

into the circle, to their extreme afionilliment and admiratio.n .. 

There people were in general of the middle nature, well-ret, and better 

clothed with flefh than any of the natives of the interior country. Their 

faces are round, with high cheek bones, and their com pInion between 

the olive and the copper. They have {mall grey eyes with a tinge of 

red; they have wedge heads, and their hair is of a dark hrown colour, 

inclining to black. Some wear it long, keep it well combed, and let it 

hang loofe over their fuoulders, while they divide and tie it in knots over 

the 
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the temples. Others arrange its plaits, and bedawb it with brown earth, 

fo as to render it impervious to the comb; they, therefore, carry a 

bodkin about them to eafe the frequent irritation, which may be fup

pored to proceed from fuch a fiate of th~ head. The women are in

clined to be fat, wear their hair fhort, and appear to be very fubjeH to 

fwelled legs, a lnalady that, probably, proceeds from the pofture in 

which they are always fitting: as they are chiefly employed in th< do

nlefiic engagements of fpinning, weaving, preparing the fiGl, and nurfing 

their children, which did not appear to be numerous. Their cradle 

differed from any that I had feen; it confined of a frame fixed r.ound a 

board of fufficient length, in which the chi-ld, after it has been fwathed, 

is placed on a bed of mars, and a conduElor contrived to carry o.ff the 

urinary dircharge. They are fiung over one fhoulder by means of a 

cord faRened under the other, fo that the infant is always in a pofition 

to be readily applied to the breafi, when it requires nourifhment I raw 

feveral whore heads were inclofed in boards covered with leather, till 

they attain the form of a wedge. The women wear no clothing but the 

robe, either loore or tied round the middle with a girdle, as the occafion 

may require, with the addition of a fringed apron, already mentioned, 

and a cape, in the form of an inverted bowl or difh. To the robe and 

cap, the men add, when it rains, a circular mat with an o~ening in the 

middle fufficient to admit the head, which extending over the {houlders, 

throws off the wet. They alfo occafionally wear {hoes of drelfed moore .. 

{kin, for which they are indebted to their neighbours. 'fhofe parts, 

which among all civilized nations are covered from familiar view, are 

here openly expofed. 

They 
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1793. They are altogether dependent on the fea and rivers for their fuHe-
July. .. 

L-y---1 nance, fa that they may be confidered as a fiatlOnary people; hence It 

is that the men engage in thofe toil fame employments, which the tribes 

who [up port themidves by the chafe, leave entirely to the women. 

Polygamy is permitted among them, though, according to my obferva

tion, mofi of the men were I~ltisfied with one wife, with whom, how

ever, chanity is not confidered as a neceIfary virtue. I law but one 

woman whore under lip was fplit and disfigured with an appendant 

ornament. The men frequently bathe, and the boys are continualIy in 

the water. They have nets and lines of various kinds and fizes, which 

are made of cedar bark, and would not be known from thole made of 

hemp. Their hooks conGll of two pieces of wood or bone, forming 

when fixed together, an obtufe angle. 

Their fpears or darts are from four to fixteen feet in length; the barb 

or point being fixed in a focket, which, when the animal is {huck, flips 

from it: thus the barb being fafiened by a firing to the handle, remains as 

a buoy; or enables the aquatic hunter to tire and take his prey. They 

are employed againfi rea-otters, feals, and large fiCh. 

Their hatchets are made principally of about fourteen inches of bar

iron, fixed into a wooden handle, as I have already defcribed them; 

though they have fame of bone or horn: with thefe, a mallet and 

wooden wedge, they hew their timbers and form their planks. They 

mull alfo have other tools with which they complete and poliCh their 

work, but my flay was fo filOrt, my anxiety fo great, and my fituation fo 

critical, that many circumfiances may be fuppofed to have efcaped me. 

Their 
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Their canoes are made out of the cedar tree, and will carry from eight 

00 fifty perfons. 

Their warlike weapons, which, as far as I could judge, they very 

feldom have occauon to employ, are bows and arrows, {pears, and 

daggers. The arrows are fuch as have been already defcribed, but rather 

of a {lighter make. The bows are not more than two feet and an half 

in length; thf'y are formed of a £lip of red cedar; the grain being on 

one fide untouched with any tool, while the other is fecured with u news 

attached to it by a kind of glue. Though this weapon has a very flender 

appearance, it throws an arrow with great force, and to a confiderable 

difiance. Their [pears are about ten feet long, and pointed with iron. 

Their daggers are of various kinds, being of Britifh, Spanifh, and Ame

rican manufaaure. 

Their houfehold furniture confifis of boxes, troughs, and diChes form

ed of wood, with different veffels made of watape. There are employed, 

according to their [everal applications, to contain their valuables and 

provifions, as well as for culinary purpofes, and to carry water. The 

women make ufe of mufcle-fhells to fplit and clean their fin1, and which 

are very well adapted to that purpofe. 

Their ornaments are necklaces, collars, bracelets for the arms, wrifis, 

and legs, with ear-rings, &c. 

They burn their dead, and difplay their mourning, by cutting their 

hair {hort, and blackening their faces. Though I faw feveral places where 

bodies 
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1 -o~. bodies had been burned, I was [urprifed at not feeing any tomb or memo-
July. . . hb I. r. rfi·· (J 

L-v--' rial of the dead, particularly when theIr nelg ours are IO lupe Ittouuy 

attentive to the ereaion and prefervation of them. 

From the number of their canoes, as well as the quantity of their 

chefts and boxes, to contain their moveables, as well as the infufEciency 

of their houfes, to guard againfi the rigours of a fevere winter, and the 

appearance of the ground around their habitations, it is evident that 

thefe people relide here only during the [ummer or faimon feafon, which 

does not probably laIl: more than three months. It may be realonably 

inferred, therefore, that they have villages on thefea-coafi, which they 

inhabit during the reU of the year. There it maybe fuppofed they leave 

the lick, the infirm, and the aged; and thither they may bea.r the allies of 
thofe who die at the place of their fummer relidence. 

Of their religion I can fay but little, as my means of obfervation were 

very contraaed. I could difcover, however, that they believed in a 

good and an evil fpirit: and that they ,have fome forms of worfhip to eGn

ciliate the proteaion of one, and perhaps to avert the enmity of the 

other, is apparent from the temples which I have defcribed; and where, 

at {lated periods, it may be prefumed they hold the fealls, and perform 

the facrifices, which their religion, whatever it may be, has inftituted as 

the ceremonials of their public worfhip. 

From the very little I could difcover of their government, it is altoge

ther different from any political regulation which had been remarked 

by 
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by me among the fav~ge tribes. It is on this river alone thGt one man 

appears to have an exc!ullve and hereditary right to what was neceITary to 

the exiflence of thofe who are affociated with him. I allude to the fal

mon weir, or fifhing pbce, the fole right to which cOIJfers 0:1 tne chief 

an arbitrary power. Thofe embankments could not have been formed 

without a ,'ery great and afI'ociated labour; and, as might be fuppofed, 

on the condition that thofe who affified in confhuEling it {bonld enjoy a 

participating right in the advantages to be derived from it. 1'; everthe

lefs, it evidently appeared to me, that the chief's power over it, and the 

people, was unlimited, and without control. No one could fiG1 with

out his permiffion, or carry home a larger portion of what he had 

caught, than was ft't apart for him. No one could build an houre with

out his confent; and all his commands appeared to be followed with 

implicit obedience. The people at large feemed to be on a perfea 

equality, while the {hangers among them were obliged to obey the com-

o· mands of the natives in general, or quit the village. They appear to be 

of a friendly dirpofition, but they are fubject to fudden gulls of paffion, 

which are as quickly compored; and the tranfition is infiantaneous, from 

violent irritation to the moR tranquil demeanor. Of the many tribes of 

ravage people whom I have feen, thefe appear to be the moll fuicepti. 

ble of civilization. They might foon be brought to cultivate the little 

ground about them which is capable of it. There is a narrow border 

of a rich black foil, on either fide of the river, over a bed of gravel, 

which would yield any grain or fruit, that are common to fimilar lati

tudes in Europe. 

375 
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1793· The very few words which I colleCted of their language, are as fol .. 
July. 

'0' .J low:-

Zimilk, 

Dilly, 

Sepnas, 

Kietis, 

Clougus, 

Itzas, 

Ma-acza, 

Ich-yeh, 

Shous-lhey, 

Watts, 

Zla-achle, 

Zimnez, 

Couloun, 

Dichts, 

Neach, 

Ulkan, 

Gits com, 

8higgimia, 

Till-kewan, 

Thlogatt, 

Achimoul, 

Il-caiette, 

Couny, 

Nochafky, 

Caiifre, 

Salmon. 

A fifh of the fize of a [almon, with canine teeth. 

Hair of the head. 

An axe. 

Eyes. 

Teeth. 

Nofe. 

Leg. 

Hand. 

Dog. 

Houfe. 

Bark mat robe. 

Beaver or otter ditto. 

Stone. 

Fire. 

Water. 

A mat. 

Thread. 

Chell or box. 

Cedar bark. 

Beads got upon their coaft. 

A bonnet. 

A clam lhell. 

A dilh compored of berries and falmon roes. 
What? 

CHAP. 

, 
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C HAP T E R XIII. 

Leayje the Friendly Village. Attentions of the natives at our departure. 

Stop to divide our provijions. Begin to ttJcend the mountains. Circum-· 

cU17!flances of the aftent. Journey continued. Arrive at the place .from 

"whence we fit out by land. Meet with Indians there. Find the canoe, 

and all the other articles in a fiate of pe1feEl jecurity and fJrefervalion. 

Means employed to compel the refloration of a1-ticles which were afterwa7-ds 

flolen. Proceed on our homeward-bound voyage. Some account of the 

natives on the river. The canoe is run on a rock, &c. Circu17!flances if the 

voyage. Enter the Peace River. Statement of couifes. Continue our 

route. Circumflances ofit. Proceed onwards in a/mall canoe, with an 

Indian, to the lower .fort, leaving the refl of the people to follow me. 

Arrive at Fort C hepewyan. The voyage concluded. 

AT eleven in the morning we left this place, which I called Friendly 

Village, accompanied by every man belonging to it, who attended us 

about a mile, when we took a cordial leave of them; and if we might 

judge from appearances, they parted from us with regret. 

In a {hort time we halted, to make a divifion of our fifh, and each man 

had about twenty pounds weight of it, except Mr. Mackay and myfelf, 

who were content with {borter allowance, that we might have lefs weight 

3 C to 
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to carry. We had alfo a little flour, and fome pemmican. Having com

pleted this arrangement with all pomble expedition, we proceeded on

wards, the ground rifing gradually, as we continued our route. When we 

were clear of the wood, we faw the mountain towering above, and ap· 

parently of impraRicable afcent. We foon came to the fork of the river, 

which was at the foot of the precipice, where the ford was three feet deep, 

• and very rapid. Our young Indian, though much recovered, was iliH too 

weak to crofs the water, and with fome difficulty I carried him over on 

my back. 

It was now one in the afternoon, and we had to afcend the fummit 

of the firfi mountain before night came on, in order to look for water. 

I left the fick Indian, with his companion and one of my men, to fol

low us, as his firength would permit him. The fatigue of afcending 

thefe precipices I {hall not attempt to defcribe, and it was paft five 

when we arrived at a fpot where we could get water, and in fuch an ex

tremity of wearinefs, that it was with great pain any of us could crawl 

about to gather wood for the neceIfary purpofe of making a fire. To 

relieve our anxiety, which began to increale every moment for the fitua· 

tion of the Indian, about feven he and his companions arrived; when we 

confoled ourfelves by fitting round a blazing fire, talking of pail dan

gers, and indulging the delightful refleRion that we were thus far ad .. 

vanced on our homeward journey. Nor was it pollible to be in this 

fituation without contemplating the wonders of it. Such was the depth 

of the precipices below, and the height of the mountains above, 

with the rude and wild magnificence <1f the [cenery around, that I 

fhall not attempt to defcribe fuch an a!l:onifhing and awful combination 

of objeas; of which, indeed, no defcription can convey an adequate idea. 

Even 
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Even at this place, which is only, as it were, the firCl fiep towards gaining 1793· 
July. 

the fummit of the mountains, the climate was very fenflbly changed. The L---V --' 

air that fanned the village which we left at noon, was mild and cheering; 

the grafs was verdant, and the wild fruits ripe around it. But here the 

fnoW' was not yet diffolved, the ground was fiill bound by the fran, the 

herbage had fcarce begun to fpring, and the crowberry bullies were jufi 

beginning to bloffom. 

So great was our fatigue of yenerday, that it was late before we proceeded Saturday 27-

to return over the mountains, by the fame route which we had followed in 

ou.r outward journey. There was little or no change in the appearance 

of the mountains finee we paffed them, though the weather was very fine. 

At nine this morning we arrived at the fpot, where we {lept with the Sunday 28. 

natives on the 16th infiant, and found our pemmican in good condition 

where we had buried it. 

The latitude of this place, by obfervation, when I paffed, I found to 

be 52. 46. 32. I now took time, and the difiance between fun and 

moon. I had alfo an azimuth, to afcertain the variation. 

We continued our route with fine weather, and without meeting a 

fingle perron on our way, the natives being all gone, as we fuppofed, to 

the Great River. We recovered all our hidden fiores of provifions, and 

arrived about two in the afternoon of Sunday, AuguR the 4th, at the 

place which we had left a month before. 

A £onfiderablc: number of Indians were encamped on the oppofite fide 

3 C 2 of 
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of the fmall river, and in confequence of the weather, confined to their 1793· 
Augufl:. 

L.--Y--J lodges: as they muH have heard of, if not feen, us, and our arms being 

out of order from the rain, I was not fatisfied with our fituation; but did 

not willi to create an alarm. We, therefore, kept in the edge of the wood, 

and called to them, when they turned out like fa many furies, with their 

arms in their hands, and threatening deHruClion if.we dared to approach 

their habitations. V\T e remained in our nation t d I their paffion and ap. 

prehenflons had fubfidcd, 'Nh~n our inteq)reter ,gave them the nece{fary 

information refpeRing us. TLc/ prol:ed to be Hrangers to us, but were 

the relations of thofe whom we had a~ fr.:r..dy !een here, and who, as they 

told us, were upon an ifland at {orne diHance up the river. A melfenger 

was accordingly fent to inform them of our arrival. 

On examining the canoe, and our property, which we had left behind, 

',we found it in per rea fafety; nor was there the print of a foot near 

the fpot. We now pitched our tent, and made a blazing fire, and I treated 

~Ionday 5· myfelf, as well as the people, with a dram; but we had been fa long with~ 

out tailing any fpirituous liquor, that we had loft all relifh for it. 

The Indians now arrived from above, and were rewarded for the' care 

they had taken of our property with fuch articles as were acceptable to 

them. 

At nine this morning I fentfive men in the canoe, for the various 

articles we had left below, and they foon returned with them, and ex

cept fome bale goods, which had got wet, they were in good order, 

particularly the provifions, of which we were now in great need. 

Many of the natives arrived both from the upper and lower parts of 

the 
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the river, each of whom was dreffed in a beaver robe. I purchafed 1793-
AuguH. 

fifteen of them; and they preferred large knives in exchange. It is an L-y---J 

extraordinary circumfiance, that thefe people, \\'ho might have taken all 

the property \\'(~ jeft behind us, without the leall fear of detection, fhould 

lea'.'c that untouched, and purloin any of our utenfils, which our con. 

fide,~ce in their Lunefly gave them a ready opportunity of taking. In 

fact, L'yeral ~;rticl~'s were miffing, and as I was very anxious to avoid a 

qU~i'lcl with the !1Zl t ives, in this flage of our journey, I told thore who 

re;Laiil~ d near us~ \Vill!out any appearance of anger, that their relations 

~""!lo \vere gone, had no idea of the mifChief that would rerult to them 

from LJ:Illg our property. I gravely added, that the falmon, which was 

not only their f1vourite food, but abfolutely neceffary to their exifience, 

came fro:;} t~::· fea \vhich belonged to us white men; and that as, at the 

entrance of th~ river, we could prevent thofe fifh from coming up it, we 

poffeffed the power to flarve them and their children. To avert our 

anger, therefore, they mull return all the articles that had been flolen 

from us. This fineffe fucceedr·d. Meffengers were difpatched to order 

the refioration of every thing that had been taken. We purchafed feve-

Tal large falmon of them and enjoyed the delicious meal which they 

afforded. 

At noon this day, which I allotted for repore, I got a meridian altitude, 

o. 1. 11. which gave 53. 24. 10. I alfo took ~ime. The weather had 

been cloudy at intervals. 

Every nece{fary preparation had b':en made yeflerday for llS to con- Tuefday 6. 

tinue our route to day; but before our departure, fome of the natives 

arrived 
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liga. arrived with part of the fiolen articles; the reU, they faid, had been 
Auguil. . . 

t--v-...J taken by people down the rIver, who would be here In the courfe of the 

morning, and recommended their children to our commiferatioo, and 

themfelves to our forgivenefs. 

The morning ,vas cloudy, with fmall rain, neverthelefs I ordered the 

men to load the canoe, and we proceeded in high fpirits on finding 

ourfelves once more fo comfortably together in it. We landed at 

an houfe on the firfi ifiand, where we procured a few falmon, and four 

fine beaver !kins. There had been much luore rain in thefe parts than 

in the country above, as the water was pouring down the hills in tor .. 

rents. The river confequently rofe with great rapidity, and very much 

impeded our progrefs. 

The people on this river are generally of the middle fize, though I faw 

many tall men among them. In the cIeanlinefs of their perfons they re

lemble rather the Beaver Indians than the Chepewyans. They are igno

rant of the ufe of fire arms, and their only weapons are bows and arrows, 

and fpears. They catch the larger animals in fnares, but though their 

country abounds in them, and the rivers and lakes produce plenty of 

finl, they find a difficulty in fupporting themfelves, and are never to be 

feen but in fmall bands of two or three families. There is no regular 

government among them; nor do they appear to have a fufficient com· 

munication or underfianding with each other, to defend themldves 

againfi an invading enemy, to whom they fall an ealy prey. They have 

all the animals common on the Weft fide of the mountains, except the 

buffalo and the wolf; at lean: we raw none of the latter, and there being 

nf>ne 
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none of the former, it is evident that their progref,) is from the South_ lJi~ft. 

Eafl. The fame language is fpoken, with very little exception from "-_y--.J 

the extent of my travels down this river, and in a direEl line from the 

North-Eafl: head of it in the latitude 53° or 540 to Hudfon's Bay; fo 

that a Chepewyan, from which tribe they have all fprung, might leave 

Churchill River, and proceeding in every direElion to the North- \iVefl of 

this line without knowing any language except his owo, would under-

{land them all: I except the natives of the fea coaO:, who are altogether 

a different people. As to the people to the EaHward of this river, I 

am not qualified to fpeak of them. 

At twelve we ran our canoe upon a rock, fo that we were obliged to 

land in order to repair the injury fhe had received; and as the rain 

came on with great violence, we remained here for the night. The 

falmon were now driving up the current in fuch large fhoals, that the 

water feemed, as it were, to be covered with the fins of them. 

About nine this morning the weather cleared, and we embarked. \Vednef.~, 

The fhoaIs of faImon continued as yeflerday. There were frequent 

{bowers throughout the day, and every brook was deluged into a river. 

The water had rifen at leaH: one root and an half perpendicular in the 

laft twenty-four hours. In the dufk of the evening we landed for the 

night. 

The water continued riling during the night; fo that we were dire Thl1rfda:; S. 

turbed twice in the courfe of it, to remove our baggage. At fix in the 

mouung we were on our way, and proceeded with ~ontinual and labo-

nous 
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rious exertion, from the increafed rapidity of the current. After having 

paffed the two carrying places of Rocky Point, and the Long Portage, 
• 

we encamped for the night. 

We fet off at five, after a rainy night, and in a foggy morning. The 

water frill retained its height., The fun, however, foon beamed upon us ; 

and our clothes and baggage were in filch a Hate that we landed to dry 

them. After rome time we re-embarked, and arrived at our fidl: en

campment on this river about feven in the evening. The water fell con· 

fiderably in the courfe of the day. 

SaturJJY 10. The weather was cloudy with flight {howers, and at five this morn-

ing we embarked, the water falling as fafr as it had rifen. This circum

fiance arifes from the mountainous flate of the country on either fide of 

the river, from whence the water rufhes down almofi as faa as it falls 

from the heavens, with the addition of the [now it melts in its way. At 

eight in the evening we fropped for the night. 

SundJY 11. At five this morning we proceeded with clear weather. At ten we 

·came to the foot of the long rapid, which we afcended with poles r;. uch 

eafier than we ex peEled. The rapids that were fa {hong, and violent in 

our paffage downwards, were now fo reduced, that we could hardl y be

lieve them to be the fame. At fun-fet we landed and enca·mped. 

Monday 12. The weather was the fame as yefierday, and we were on the water at 

a very early hour. At nine we came to a part of the river where there 

was little or no current. At noon we landed to gum the canoe, when I 

took 

• 
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took a meridian altitude, which gave 54. 11. 36. North latitude. We 

continued our route nearly Eafi, and at three in the afternoon approached 

the fork, when I took time, and the difiance between the [un and moon. 

At four in the afternoon we left the main branch. The current was 

quite flack, as the water had fallen fix feet, "\vhich mun have been in 

the courfe of three days. At [un-ret we landed and took our fiation 

for the night. 

t793' 
Augur\:. 

L-y-J 

There was a very heavy rain in the night, and the morning was cloudy; Tuefda}' t3-

we renewed our voyage, however, at a very early hour, and came to 

the narrow gut between the mountains of rock, which was a paffage of 

fame rifk; but fortunately the {late of the water was fuch, that we got 

up without any difficulty, and had more time to examine there extraor-

dinary rocks than in our outward paffage. They are as perpendicular 

as a wall, and give the idea of a fucceffion of enormous Gothic churches" 

We were now clofely hemmed in by the mountains, which have loR much 

of their [now fince our former paffage by them. We encamped at a 

late hour, cold, wet, and hungry: for fuch was the {late of our provi-

fions, that our neceffary allowance did not anfwer to the aaivecravings 

of our appetites. 

The weather was cold and raw, with [mall rain, but our neceffities "r(!dner. 14 • 

would not fuffer us to wait for a favourable change of it, and at half pall: 

five we arrived at the fwampy carrying-place, between this branch and 

the [mall river. At three in the afternoon the cold was extreme, and 

the men could not keep themfe1ves warm even by their violent exer

tions which our fiteation required; and I now gave them the remainder 

3 D of 

. 
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1793' of our rum to fortify and fupport them. The canoe was fo heavy that 
Au,;uH:. 
4-.-~ the lives of two of them were endangered in this horrible carrying place. 

At the fame time it mufi be obferved, that from the fatiguing circum

fiances of our journey, and the inadequate {late of our provifions, the 

natural Hrength of the men had been greatly diminilbed. We encamped 

on the banks of the bad river. 

ThurfdaY 15. The weather was now clear, and the [un {hone upon us. The water 

was much lower than in the downward paffage, but as cold as ice, and, 

unfortunately, the men were obliged to be continually in it to drag on 

the canoe. There were many embarras, through which a palfage might 

have been made, but we were under the neceffity of carrying both the 

-canoe and baggage. 

About fun-ret we arrived at our encampment of the 13th of June, 

where fome of us had nearly taken our eternal voyage. The legs and 

feet of the men were fo benumbed, that I was very apprehenfive of the 

confequences. The water being low, we made a [earch for our bag of 

ball, but without fuccefs. The river was full of falmon, and another 

filli like the black bafs. 

Friday 16. The weather continued to be the fame as yefierday, and at two in the 

afternoon we came to the carrying-place which leads to the firfi fmall 

lake; but it was fo filled with drift wood, that a confiderable portion of 

time was employed in making our way through it. We now reached the 

high land which feparates the fource of the Tacoutche TeIfe, or Columbia 

River, and Unjigab, or Peace River: the latter of which" after receiving 

many 
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many tributary {hearns, paffes through the great Slave Lake, and dir. 1793-
Augufl:. 

embogues itfe1f in the Frozen Ocean, in latitude 69t North, longitude '-t--l 

135. Well from Greenwich; while the former, confined by the immenfe 

mountains that run nearly parallel with the Pacific Ocean, and keep it 

in a Southern courfe, empties itfelf in 46. 20. North latitude and 10ngi~ 

tude 124. Well from Greenwich. 

If I could have fpared the time, and had been able to exert myfelf. 

for I was now affiiaed with a f welling in my aneles, fo that I could not 

even walk, but with great pain and difficulty, it was my intention to 

have taken fome falmon alive, and colonifed thenl in the Peace River, 

though it is very doubtful whether that fi(h would live in waters that 

have not a communication with the feat 

Some of the inhabitants had been here {inee we patTed; and lap .. 

prehend, that on feeing our road through their country, they millook us 
for enemies, and had therefore deferted the place, which is a maR con

venient nation; as on one fide, there is great plenty of white finl, and 

trout, jub, carp, &c. and on the other, abundance of falmon, and pro

bably other fiCh. Several things that I had left here in exchange for 

articles of which I had poHefTed myfelf, as objeCts of curiofity, were 

taken away. The whirtle berries were now ripe, and very fine of their 

kind. 

The morning was cloudy, and at five we renewed our progrefs. vVe Saturday 17 

were compelled to carry from the lake to the Peace River, the pafTage, 

3 D 2 from 
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from the falling of the water, being wholly obfiruaed by drift-wood. 

The meadow through which we pa{[ed was entirely inundated; and from 

the {late of my foot and anele, I was obliged, though with great reluc

tance, to fubmit to be carried over it. 

At half pall feven we began to glide along with the current of the 

Peace River; and almofi at every canoe's length we perceived Beaver 

roads to and from the river. At two in the afternoon, anobjea attraa

ed our notice at the entrance of a [mall river, which proved to be the 

four beaver !kins, already mentioned to have heen prefented to me by a 

native, and left in his poIfeffion to receive them on 'my return. I ima

gine, therefoxe, that being under the necemty of leaving the riv~T, or, 

perhaps, fearing to meet us again, he had, t~ken this melhod to reHore 

them to me; and to reward his hondly, I left three times the value of the 

£kins. in their place. The [now appeared in patches on the'mountains. 

At four in the afternoon we paIred the place where we found the firn 

natives, and landed for the night at a late hour. In the courfe of 

the day we caught nine outards, or Canddo geefe, but they were as yet 

without their feathers. 

Sunday 18. As foon as it was light we proceeded on our voyage, and drove on 

before the current, which was very much diminifhed in its flrength, {ince 

we came up it. The water indeed was fa low, that in many parts it 

expofed a gravelly beach. At eleven we landed at our encampment 

of the feventh of June, to gum the canoe and dry our clothes: we then 

l"e-embarked, and at half paft five arrived at the place, w~re I loll my 

book 
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book of memorandums, on the fourth of June, in which were certain A1793;;. 
UgUlL. 

courfes and diilances between that day and the twenty fixth of May, '-r--I 

which I had now an opportunity to fupply. They were as follow: 

- ,.. -·I·-~4o • ~ .... .-

North-North-~~ft haft' ~~mile, Eafl by Northhalf a mile, North by 

Ealt a quarter of a mile, N orth-Wefl by Weft a quarter of a mile, WeH

South- \,\' efl half a mile, N orth-vVeIl: a mile and a quarter, North-North 

Wen three quarters of a mile, North by Eaft half a mile, N orth-Weft 

three quarters of a mile, vVeft half a mile, North-Weft three quarters of 

a mile, Wefi-North-Wefl one nlile and a quarter, North three quarter~ 

of a mile, WeH by North one quarter of a mile, North-Weft one nlile 

and-a~.ha1f,.\Ve{h.N.orth-Weft half a mile, North-North-Wefl three quar. 

ters of a mile, Wen one quat-t':€.r .. of a mile, North-North-Eafl half a mile1 

North-North-Wefi two miles, and'No.rth-Weft four miles. 

...J t.,#~~,-.,·::~ 
.... ,.-~.:.~ ••• ~ .... .1 ~." •. ,,:J-".~-,,-

. We 'Utere [even days in going up that part of the river which we came 

down to-day; and it now fwarmed, as it were, with beavers and wild 

fowl. There was rain in the afternoon, and about fun-let we took our 

Qation for the night . 

• .. J .' 

;,..' . 

We- had [orne fmall rain throughout the night. Our courfe to-day l\I~n:11j' 10 

ViaS South~South- \ \' eft three quarters of a mile, vVeil-North-'Veil half 

a mile, North half a mile, N orth- VVeH: by vVeil: three quarters of a mile, 

North by \Vell half a mile; a [mall river to the left, South-Weft by vr efl 

three quarters of a: mile, vVeIi-North-WeH a mile and an half, North-

'\lVefi by North four miles, a rivulet on the right, Wen-North. vVefi three 

quarters of a mile; a COl1fiderable river from the left, North-North.\'Ven 

I· two ., . 
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1793· two miles, North half a Inile, Weft-North-Weft one' mile and an half; 
Augufr. 
~ a rivulet on the right, North· Weft by Wen one mile and a quarter, 

Wefl-North-VVefi one mile, Well-South-WeH a quarter of a mile, 

North-North-Well half a mile, North-Well half a mile, Well-South

Well three quarters of a mile, North-Well by Weft three miles, Weft. 

South-Well three quarters of a mile, North-'\tVeft by 'Vell one mile; a 

[mall river on the right, South-Weft a quarter of a mile, Weft ... North-Wefi, 

iflands, four miles and an half, a river on the left, North half a mile, 

Wefl: a quarter of a mile, North a quarter of a mile, North-V\7eH by Weft 

three quarters of a mile, North-North.Eafl: three quarters of a nlile, 

North·WeH by North half a mile, Wefl-North-VVell a mile and an half, 

and North.Wefl by North half a mile. The mountains were covered 

with frefh [now, whore {bowers had diffolved in rain before they reached 

us. North-Well three quarters of a mile, South-Wen a quarter of a mile, 

North a mile and three quarters, Wen-North-Weft a mile and a quarter, 

North-Weft a mile and an half, North-North-Well: half a mile, Wea

North-Weft a quarter of a mile, North half a mile; here the current 

was flack: North-Well: by North half a mile, North-Weft by Well a 

quarter of a mile, North-North-Weft a quarter of a mile, North-Wen: by 

Wen one mile and a quarter, North half a mile, North-Eafi by North 

one mile and three quarters, South-V\,Tell one mile and a quarter, with 

an iiland) North by Eaa one mile, North-Weft Here the other branch 

opened to us, at the dillance of three quarters of a mile. 

I expe8ed from the flacknefs of the current in t~is branch, that the 

\l\Teficrn one would be high, but I found it equally low. I had every 

rearon to believe that from the upper part of this branch, the diflance 

could 
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could not be great to the country through which I pafTed when I left ~he 1793· 
Augufl:. 

Great River; but it has fince been determined otherwife by Mr. J. Finlay, '--v--' 

who was fent to explore it, and found its navigation foon terminated by 

falls and rapids. 

The branches are about two hundred yards in breadth, and the water 

was fix feet lower than on our upward paffage. Our courIe, afLer the 

junElion, was Nonh-North-Weft one mile, the rapid North-Eafl down it 

three quarters of a mile, North by Wefi one mile and a quarter, North 

by Eafi one mile and an half, Eafl: by South one mile, North-Eafi two 

miles and an half, EaH-North-Eafi a quarter of a mile; a rivulet; Eafi by 

South one mile and an half, North-Eafi two miles, EaH-North-Eafi one 

mile, North-North-Eafi a quarter of a mile, North-EaU by Edl: half a 

mile, Eafi-South-Eafi a quarter of a mile, Eafi-N orth-Eaft half a mile, 

North-Eail. two miles, North-Eafl: by EaH two miles and a quarter, 

South-Eafi by Eafi a quarter of a mile; a rivulet from the left; Eail. by 

North a mile and an half, Eafi by South one mile, Eafi-North-Eafl: one 

mile and three quarters; a river on the right; N orth-N orth-Eafl: three 

quarters of a mile, North-Eafi a mile and an half, North-Eafi by Eafi a 

mile and a quarter, Eaft-North-Eafi half a mile, and North-Eafi by 

North half a mile. Here we landed at our encampment of the 27th of 

June, from whence I difpatched a letter in an empty keg, as was men

tioned in that period of my journal, which fet forth our exifiing !late, 

progrefs, and expeEtation. 

Though the weather was clear, we could not embark this morning Tuefday 20-, 

before five, as there was a rapid very near us, which required day-light 

to run it" that we might not break our canoe on the rocks. The bag. 

gage 



1793· 
A ,!l. 

L..-y-.--J 

JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE THROUGH THE 

gage we were obliged to carry. Our courfe was North by Eaft a mile 

and an half, North-North-Eaft a mile and an half down another rapid 

on the Wefl fide; it requires great care to keep direaly between the 

eddy current, and that which was driving down with fo much impetuofity. 

We then proceeded North-North-Wefi, a river from the right; a mile 

and a quarter, North-North-Eaft a mile and an half, a river from the 

left; North one mile and three quarters, North-Eafi two miles, North

Eafi by Eafl: two miles and a quarter, Eafi by North one mile, North

Eafl: by Eafl: four miles, a river from the left, and EaR by South a mile and 

an half. Here was our encampment on the 26th of May, beyond which 

it would be altogether fuperfluous for me to take the courfes, as they are 

inlerted in their proper places. , 

As we continued our voyage, our attention was attraRed by the ap

pearance of an Indian encampment. VVe accordingly landed, and found 

there had been five fires, and within that number of days, fa that there. 

tnufl: have been fome inhabitants in the neighbourhood, though we were 

not fo fortunate as to fee them. It appeared that they had killed a num

ber of animals, and fled in a fiate of alarm, as three of their canoes were 

left carelefsly on the beach, and their paddles laying about in diforder. 

'Ve foon after came to the carrying-place called the Portage de la Mon

tagne de Roche. Here I had a meridian altitude, which made the lati

tude 56. 3· 51. North. 

The water, as I have already obferved, was much lower than when we 

came up it, tLough at the fame time, the current appeared to be {honger 

from this place to the forks; the navigation, ho,vever, would trow be 

attended with greater facility, as there is aftony "beech aU the way, fo 

that 
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that poles, or the to'wing line, may be employed with the beH effe8, 

where the current overpowers the ufe of paddles. 

'\f e were now reduced to a very fhort allowance; the difappoint

ment, therefore, at not feeing any animals was proportioned to our 

exigences, as \ve did not poffers at this time more than was fufhcient to 

ferve us for two me=tls. I now difpatched 11r. Mackay and the Indian·.; 

to proceed to the foot of the rapids, and endeavour in their vv'ay to pro

cure fome provifions, while I prepared to employ the utmoH e::pedition 

in getting there; having determined, notwithfbncling the difinclination 

of n1y people, from the recolleaion of 'what they had fuffered in coming 

that way, to return by the fame route. I had obrerved, indeed, that the 

water which hact fallen fifteen feet perpendicular, at the narrow pa[~ 

below us, had 10£1 much of its former turbulence. 

As difpatch was effential in procuring a fupply of proyifions, '\..,'e did 

not delay a moment in making preparation to renew OUf progrcfs. 

Five of the men began to carry the baggage, while the fixth and my

felf tock the canoe afunder, to cleanfe her of the dirt, and expofe her 

ljning and timbers to the air, which would render her much lighter. 

About fun-fet Mr. Mackay and our hunters returned with heavy bur

dens of the flelli of a buffalo: though not very tender, it wa'S very ac

ceptable, and was the only animal that tlley had feen, though the country 

was covered with tracks of them, as well as of the moore-deer and 

the elk. The former had done rutting, and the latter were beg~n

ning to run. Our people returned, having left their loads mid-way 

on the carrying place. !vIy companion and myfelf completed our 

under-
r • 
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i.Jf~n. undertaking, and the c~noc was ready to be carried in the morning~ 
L-V_.-J An hearty meal concluded the day, and every fear of future want was 

removed. 

'iVhen the morning dawned we fet forwards, but as a fire had palfed-

";,L,·,£. 21. through the portage, it ,\'as with difficulty we could trace our road in 

Thurfd. !!!!. 

many parts; and \\,ith all the exertion of \'v'hich we were capable, we did 

not arri,'e Zlt the Ti\'\.~r 'lilt four in the afternoon. "Te found aImoil: 

ClS much (~:fficulty in carrying our canoe down the mountain as we

had in Lfttjl~:; it up; the men being not fo {hong as on the former 

occallcn, though they were in better fpirits; and I was now enabled' 

to affifl them, my anc1e being almofl ,\·ell. \i\:e could not, however, 

proceed any further till tbe following day, as we had the canoe to gL1m~ 

,\,itll feveral great and fmall poles to prepare; thore we had left here' 

having been carried away by the ,,,,'ater, though we had lcft them in a, 

pofition from fifteen to twenty feet abo'\'C the water-mark, at that time •. 

There occupations employed us till a vcry late hour. 

The night was cold, and though the rnorning was fine and clear, it 

was feven before we were in a nate of preparation to leave this place, 

fometimes driving with the current, and at other times !hooting the 

rapids. The latter had loft much of their former ihength; but we, 

neverthele(c;, thought it necetary to land vcry frequently, in order to 

examine the rapids before we cou ~d \'cnttlfe to run them. However, 

the canoe being light, we \t'ry fO'lL.natt"ly pafT<.~d them all, and at 

noon arrived at the place whele I app( i,1ted to meet Mr. Mackay and 

the hunters: there we found them, with plenty of excellent fat meClt;. 

ready 
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ready roaned, as they had killed two elks within a few hundred yards of 
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the fpot where we then were. 'Vhen the men had fatisfied their appe- '--v-.J 

tites, I fent them for as much of the meat as they could carry. In 

coming hither, 11r. Mackay informed me, that he and the hunters kept 

along the high land, and did not fee or crofs the Indian path. At the 

fame time, there can be no doubt but the road from this place to the 

upper part of the rapids is to be preferred to that which we came, both 

for ex pedition and fafety. 

After flaying here about an hour and an half, we proceeded with 

the fiream, and landed where I had forgotten my pipe-tomahawk and 

fea), on the eighteenth of 11ay. The former of thenl I now recovered. 

On leaving the mountains we faw animals grazing in every direc~ 

tion. In paGIng along an iHand, we fired at an elk, and broke its 

leg; and, as it was now time to encamp, we landed; when the 

hunters purfued the wounded animal, which had croffed over to 

the main land, but could not get up the bank. 'iVe went after it, 

therefore, in the canoe, and killed it. To give fome notion of our 

appetites, I filall {late the elk, or at leafi the carcafe of it, which we 

brought away, to have weighed two hundred and fifty pounds; and as 

we had taken a very hearty meal at one o'clock, it might naturally be 

fuppofed that we fhould not be very voracious at fupper; neverthelefs, 

a kettle full of the elk Belli was boiled and eaten, and that veffel re

plenifhed and put on the fire. All that remained, with the bones, 

&c. was placed, after the Indian fafhion, round the fire to roan, 

3 E 2 and 
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and at ten next morning the whole was confumed by ten perfons and 

a large dog, who was allo,ved his £hare of the banquet. This is no 

exaggeration; nor did any inconvenience refult from what may be con. 

fidcred as an inordinate indulgence. 

\1\" e were on the water before day-light; and when the fun rofe a 

beautiful country appeared around u,:;, enriched and animated by large 

herds of wild cattle. The weather was now to warm, that to us" who 

had not of late been accuflomed to heat, it was overwhelming and op

prellive. In the courfe of this day we killed a buffalo and a bear; but 

we were now in the Inidll of abundance, and they were not fuHicientIy 

fat to fatisfy our fafiidious appetites, fo '\ve left them where they fell. 

\V c landed for the night, and prepared ourfelves for arriving at the 

Fort on the following day. 

".ataH:,) .24' The weather was the fame as yeflerday, and the country increafing 

in beauty; though as we approached the Fort, the cattle appeared pro

portionably to diminifh. \Ye now landed at two lodges of Indians, 

who were as afronifhed to fee us, as if we had been the firfi white men 

whom they had ever beheld. VVhen we had paIred thefe people not an 

animal was to be feen on the borders of the river. 

At length, as we rounded a point, and came in view of the Fort, we 

threw out our flag, and accompanied it with a general dilcharge of our 

fire-arms; while the men were in fuch fpirits, and made fuch an aCtive 

ufe of their paddles, that we arrived before the two men whom we 

left 
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left here in the {pring, could recover their [enfes to an[wer us. Thus we 

landed at four in the afternoon, at the place which we left on the ninth 

of l\1ay. Here n1y voyages of difcovery terminate. Their toils 

and their dangers, their folicitudes and fufferings, have not been ex

aggerated in my dcfcription. On the contrary, in many inflances, lan

guage has failed me in the attempt to dekribe them. I received, how

ever, the reward of my labours, for they were crowned with [ucce[s. 

As I have now refumed the charatler of a trader, I {hall not trouble 

my reader, with Cl,1Y [ubfequent concern, but content myfeIf with the 

clofing i!l[nr;rlation, that after an abrence of eleven months, I arrived 

at Fort Chepewyan, v, here I remained, for the pm"POreS of trade, during 

the [ucceeding ·winter. 

THE follo\,iing general, but fhart, geographical view of the country 

rna')' not be i:Y)i)lOU.::.'f to elole this work, as well as [orne remarks on the 
1 1 

probable advantages d;~t may be derived from advancing the trade of it~ 

under proper regulations, v.nd by the fpirit of commercial enterprize. 

By fuppoGng a line from the Atlantic, EaR, to the Pacific, Wen, in 

the parallel of forty-five degrees of North latitude, it will, I think, 

nearly defcribe the Britifh territories in North America. For I am of 

opinion, that the c~tent of the country to the South of this line, which 

we have a right to claim, is equal to that to the North of it, which may 

be claimed by (j)ther powers. 
The 
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'The outline of what I filall call the firfi divifion, is along that track of 

.country which runs from the head of James-Bay, in about latitude 51. 

North, along the Eaflern coafi, as far North as to, and through, IIudfon's 

-Straits, round by Labrador; continuing on the Atlantic coaft, on the out

fide of the great iflands, in the gulf of St. Laurence, to the river St. Croix, 

'by which it takes its cOUlfe, to the height of land that divides the waters 

emptying themfelves into the Atlantic, from thofe difcharged into the river 

St. Laurence. Then following thefe heights, as the boundary between 

the Britifh poffeffions, ~md thofe -of the American States, it makes an angle 

\Yeflerly until it {hikes the difcharge of Lake Champlain, in latitude 

45. North, \\"hen it keeps a direct \Veil line till it {hikes the river St. Lau

rence, above Lake St. Francis, where it divides the Indian village St. 

Rigefl; from whence it follows the centre of the waters of the great river 

St. Laurence: it then proceeds through Lake Ontario, the conneRion 

between it and Lake Erie; through the latter, and its chain of connec

tion, by the river Detroit, as far South as latitude 4 2. North, and then 

through the lake and river St. Clair, as alfo Lake I-Iuron, through which 

it continues to the firait of St.1;Iary, latitude 46k. North; from which we 

will fuppofe the line to Hrike to the EaH of North, to the head of James

Bay, in the latitude already mentioned. 

Of this great traa, more than half is reprefented as barren and broken, 

difpIaying a furface of rock and frefh water lakes, with a very fcattered 

and fcanty proportion of foil. Such is the whole coafr of Labrador, 

and the land, called Eaft Main to the \Veft of the heights, which 

di\"ide the waters running into the river and gulf of St. Laurence, from 

thofe flowing into Hudfon's Bay. It is confequently inhabited only by 

a few 
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a few favages, whofe numbers are proportioned to the fcantinefs of the 

foil; nor is it probable, from the fame caure, that they will encreafe. 

The freil1 and fait '~Naters, with a unall quantity of game, 'which 

the fe\\', fiinted woods afford, fupply the wants of nature: from 

whence, to that of the line of the American boundary, and the 

Atlantic ocean, the foil, wherever cultivation has been attempted, 

has yielded abundance; particularly on the ri\'cr St. Laurence, from, 

Quebec upwards~ to the line of boundary already mentioned; but a 

very inconfiderable proportion of it has been broken by the plough~. 

{hare. 

The line of the fecond diviflon may be traced from that of the Brit 

at St. 11ary's, from which alfo the line of American boundary runs, and. 

is faid to continue through Lake Superior, (and through a lake called. 

the Long Lake which has no exifience), to the Lake of the vVoods, in. 

latitude 49. 37. North, from \\'hence it is alfo raid to run vVell to the 

Miffiffipi, which it may do, by giying it a good deal of Southing, but not 

otherwife; as the IouTce of that river does not extend further North than. 

latitude 47. c:~~. North, where it is no more than a [mall brook; confe-. 

quently, if GreatJ'ritain retains the right of entering it along the line of 

divinon, it mun be in a lower latitude, and wherever that may be, the 

line mua be COl:: inued \Ven, till it terminates in the Pacific Ocean, to 

the South of tle Columbia. This di\ifion is then bounded by the Pacific 

Ocean on the \~IFH, the Frozen Sea and Huufon's Bay on the North 

and Eafl:. The Ruffians, indeed, may claim wilh jufiice, the ifland£ and: 

eoaR from Behring's Straits to Cook's Entry. 

The 

399 
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The whole of this country will long continue in the poffeffion of 

its prefent inhabitants, as they will remain contented with the produce 

of the woods and waters for their [upport, leaving the earth, from various 

caures, in its virgin Hate. The proportion of it that is fit for cultiva

tion is very fmall, and is frill lcfs in the interior parts: it is alfo very 

difficult of accefs; and whilll any land remains uncultivated to the South 

of it, there will be no temptation to fettle it. Befides, its climate is not 

in general fufficiently genial to bring the fruits of the earth to maturity. 

It will alfo be an afyIum for the de[cendants of the original inhabitants 

of the country to the South, who prefer the modes of life of their 

forefathers, to the improvements of civilifation. Of this difpofition 

there is a recent infiance. A fmall colony of Iroquois emigrated to the 

banks of the Sa{k.atchiwine, in 1799, who had been brought up from 

their infancy under the Romifh miffionaries, and infhuaed by them at 

a village within nine miles of Ivlontreal. 

A further divifion of this country is marked by a ridge of high 

land, rifing, as it were, from the coaft of Labrador, and running nearly 

South-WeIt to the fQurce of the Utawas River dividin cr the waters , b 

going either way to the river and gulf of St. Laurence and Hudfon's 

Bay, as before obferved. From thence it flretches to the North of 

vVefi, to the Northward of Lake Superior, to latitude 50. North, and 

longitude 89. Well, \rhen it forks from the Ian courfe at about South

\Yeil:, and continues the fame divifion of waters until it paffes North of 

the [ouree of the l\liffiffipi. The former courfe runs, as has been obferved, 

in a North-Weft direaion, until it {hikes the river Nelfon, feparating the 

waters that difcharge themfelves into Lake Winipic, which forms part 

()f 
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of the raid river, and thofe that alfo empty themfelves into Hudfon's 

Bay, by the Albany, Severn, and I-Iay's or Hill's Rivers. From thence 

it keeps a courfe of about W cfi-Nonh-\~r e!l:, till it forms the banks of 

the ~liffinipi or Churchill River, at Portage de Traite, latitude 55. 25-
North. It now continues in a Wefiern direaion, between the Sa{katchi~ 

wine and the fource of the Miffinipi, or Beaver River, which it leaves 

behind, and divides the Safkatchiwine from the Elk River; when, 

leaving thofe alfo behind, and purfuing the fame direElion it leads to 

the high land that lies between the Unjigah and Tacoutche rivers, from 

whence it may be fuppofed to be the fame ridge. From the head of the 

Beaver River, on the We!l:, the fame kind of high ground runs to the 

'Ea£l of North, between the waters of the Elk River and the Miffinipi 

forming the Portage la Loche, and continuing on to the latitude 

57 !. North, dividing the waters that run to Hudfon's Bay from thofe 

going to the North Sea: from thence its cOUlfe is nearly North, when an 

angle runs from it to the North of the Slave Lake, till it {hikes Mac

kenzie's River. 

The lafi, but by no Ineans the leall, is the immenfe ridge, or fucceffion 

of ridges of flony mountains, whofe Northern extremity dips in the North 

Sea; in latitude 70. North, and longitude 135. vVefi, running nearly South

EaR, and begins to be parallel with the coafl of the Pacific Ocean, [roln 

Cook's entry, and fo onwards to the Columbia. From thence :t ai)pears to, 

quit the coafi, but Gill continuing, ·,,:ith lefs elevation, to diyide the waters 

of the Atlantic from thofe which run into the Pacific. In thole [now-clad 

mountains rifes the Miffiffippj~ if we admit the l\liffirouri to be its [,)I~lTC~ 

,1 F 'I'hie!l 
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which flows into the Gulph of !V'lexico; the River Nelfon, which is loil 

in Hudfon's Bay; l'Aackenzie's River, that difcharges itfelf into the 

North Sea; and the Columbia emptying itfelf into the Pacific Ocean. 

The great River St. Laurence and Churchill River, with many IeIfer 

ones, derive their fources far iliort of thefe mountains. It is, indeed, the 

extenfion of there mountains fo far South on the fea-coall, that prevents 

the Columbia. from finding a more direct courfe to the iea, as it runs 

obliquely with the coaft upwards of eight degrees of latitude before it: 

mingles with the ocean. 

It is further to be obferved, that there mountains, from Cook's entry 

to the Columbia, extend from fix to eight degrees in breadth EallerIy ; 

and that along their Eaflern £kirts is a narrow {hip of very madhy, boggy, 

and uneven ground, the outer edge of which produces coal and bitumen: 

thefe I iaw on the banks of Mackenzie's River, as far North as lati

tude 66. I aHa difeovered them in my fecond journey, at the commence

ment of the rocky mountains in 56. North latitude, and 120. Well longi

tude; and the fame was obferved by Mr. Fidler, one of the [ervants of the 

Hudfon's-Bay Company, at the fouree of the South branch of the SaIkat

ehiwine, in about latitude 52. North, and longitude 112t. Well.* Next 

tq this narrow belt are immenfe plains, or meadows, commencing in a 

point at about the junEtion of the River of the Mountain with Mac

kenzie's River, widening as they continue EaR and South, till they reach 

the Red River at its confluence with the Affiniboin River, from whence 

• Bitumen is alfo fOlln:l on the coart of the Slave Lake, in latitude 60. North, near its dif
charge by Mack::nzie's River; and alfo near the forks Qf the Elk River. 

they 
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they take a more Southern direClion, along the Miffiffippi towards 

Mexico. Adjoining to there plains is a broken country, compored of 

lakes, rocks, and foil. 

From the banks of the rivers running through the plains, there 

appeared to ooze a fa:ine fluid, concreting into a thin, fcurf on the 

graIs. Near that part of the Slave River where it fira lofes the 

name of Peace River, and along the extreme edge of thefe plains, are 

very {hong faIt fprings, which in the fummer concrete and eryfiallize in 

great quantities. About the Lake Dauphin, on the South· Wefi fide 

of Lake Winipic, are alfo many faIt ponds, but it requires a regular 

procefs to form faIt from them. Along the \\Tefi banks of the former 

is to be feen, at intervals, and traced in the line of the direaion of the 

plains, a foft rock of lime.fione, in thin and nearly horizontal firatas, 

particularly on the Beaver, Cedar, 'Vinipic, and Superior lakes, as alfo 

in the beds of the rivers croffing that line. It is alfo remarkable that, 

at the narrowefi: part of Lake vVinipic, where it is not more than two 

miles in breadth, the Wen fide is faced with rocks of this none thirty 

feet perpendicular; while, on the Eafi fide, the rocks are more elevated, 

and of a dark-grey granite. 

The lattcr is to be found throughout the whole extent North of this 

country, to the eoafi: of Hudron's Bay, and as I have been informed. 

from that eoail, onwards to the coan of Labrador; and it may be runLer 

obferved, that between thefe extenfive ranges of granite and lime.none 

are found all the great lakes of this country. 

<) F 2 
.) 

There 
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There is another ve-y large diHriCl which muf! not be forgotten; and 

behind all the others i:-.. fituation as well as in foil, produce, and climate. 

This comprehend·~ t:le tract called the Barren Grounds, which is to 

the North of a lit;e dray;n from Churchill, along the North border 

of the Rein-Deer Lake, to the North of the Lake of the H ills and 

Slave Lake, and along the North fide of the latter to the rocky mOUll

tains, which terminate in the North Sea, latitude 70. North, and lon

gitude 135. "\N'ef!; in the whole extent of which no trees are vifible, 

except a few Hinted ones, fcattered along its rivers, and with fcarce any 

thing of furface that can be called earth; yet, this inhofpitable region is 

inhabited by a people who are accuHomed to the life it requires. Nor 

has bountiful Nature withheld the means of fubfifience; the rein deer, 

which fupply both food and clothing, are fatisfied with the produce of 

the hills, though they bear nothing but a fhort curling mofs, on a fpecies 

of which, that grows on the rocks, the people themfelves fubfifi when 

famine invades them. Their fmalliakes are not furnillied with a great 

variety of fifh, but fuch as they produce are excellent, which, with hares 

and partridges, form a proportion of their food. 

The climate mull neceffarily be fevere in fuch a country as we have 

defcribed, and which difplays fo large a furface of frefh water. Its feve

rity is extreme on the coall of Hudfon's Bay, and proceeds from its 

immediate expofure to the North-Weft winds that blow off the Frozen 

Ocean. 

There winds, in crofIing direaly from the bay over Canada and the 

Britifu 
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Britifh dominions on the Atlantic, as well as over the Eaflern States of 

North America to that ocean, (where they give to thofe countries a 

length of winter aftonifhing to the inhabitants of the fame latitudes in 

Europe), continue to retain a great degree of force and cold in their 

paIfage, even over the Atlantic, particularly at the time when the fun is 

in its Southern declination. The fame winds which corne from the 

Frozen Ocean, over the barren grounds, and aCTofs frozen lakes and 

fnowy plains, bounded by the rocky mountains, lore their frigid in

fluence, as they travel in a Southern dircEtion, till they get to the 

Atlantic Ocean, where they clofe their progrefs. Is not this a fufficient 

caufe for the difference between the climate in America, and that of the 

fame latitude in Europe? 

It has been frequently advanced, th.at the difference of clearing away 

the wood has had an afionifhing influence in meliorating the clirrlate in 

the former: but I am not difpofed to aIfent to that opinion in tL~ 

extent which it propofes to efiablifh, when I confider the very trifling 

proportion of the country cleared, compared with the whole. The effi

ployment of the axe may have had fome inconfiderable effeR; but I look 

to other caufes. I myfeIf obferved in a country, which was in an abfolutc 

nate of nature, that the climate is improving; and this circumfbnce was 

confirmed to me by the native inhabitants of it. Such a change, there

fore, mufi proceed from fome predominating operation in the fyflem of 

the globe which is beyond my conjeEture, and, indeed, above my compre

henfion, and may, probably, in the courfe of time, give to / merica the cli

mate of Europe. It is well known, indeed, that the waters are decreafing 

there, and that many lakes are draining and fillir ~~ IIp hy the earth 

which 
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which is carried into them from the higher lands by the rivers: and this 

may have fome partial effecL 

The climate on the Weft coaH of America affimilates much more to 

that of Europe in the fame latitudes: I think very little difference will 

be found, except fuch as proceeds from the vicinity of high mountains 

covered with fnow. This is an additional proof that the difference 

in the temperature of the air proceeds from the caufe already men

tioned. 

!vluch has been faid, and much more frill remains to be faid on the 

peopling of America. On this fubjeB: I {hall confine myfelf to one or 

two obfervations, and leave my readers to draw their inferences from 

them. 

The progrefs of the inhabitants of the country immediately under our 

obfervation, which is comprifed within the line of latitude 45. North, 

1:l as follo\I,'s: that of the Efquimaux, who poffefs the fea coall from 

the Atlantic through Hudfon's Strairs and Bay, round to Mackenzie's 

River, (:llld I believe further) is known to be wefiward: they never 

quit the coail, and agree in appearance, manners, language, and habits 

\\'ith the inhabitants of Greenland. The different tribes whom I de

fcribe under the name of AIgonquins and Knifieneaux, but originally 

the fame people, were the inhabitants of the Atlantic coaft, and the 

banks of the river St. Laurence and adjacent countries: their pro

gr,.,fs 15 'Veilerl)" and they are even found \Nea and ~orth as far 

as 
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as Athabafca. On the contrary, the Chepewyans, and the numerous 

tribes who fpeak their language, occupy th~ whole fpace between the 

Knifleneaux country and that of the Efquimaux, firetching behind 

the natives of the coan of the Pacific, to latitude 52. North, on the 

river Columbia. Their progrefs is EaHerly; and, according to their 

own traditions, they came from Siberia; agreeing in drefs and manner 

with the people now found upon the co all of Alia. 

Of the inhabitants of the coaO: of the Pacific Ocean we know little 

lnore than that they are ilationary there. The N adowalis or Affiniboins, 

as well as the different tribes not particularly defcribed, inhabiting the 

plains on and about the fource and banks of the Safkatchiwine and Affini

boin rivers, are from the Southward, and their progrefs is N'orth-WeH. 

The difcovery of a pafTage by fea, North-Eafl: or North-\VeH from 

the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, has for many years excited the 

attention of governments, and encouraged the enterprifing fpirit of indi

viduals. The non-exiHence, however, of any fuch praaical paffage being 

at length determined, the praCticability of a paHage through the continents 

of Afia and America becomes an objea of confideration. The Ruffians7 

who fira difcovered that, along the coails of Aha no ufeful or regular 

navIgatiOn exified, opened an interior communication by flvers, &c. 
anJ 
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through that long and wide-extended continent, to the firait that [epa

rates Alia from America, over which they paffed to the adjacent ifiands 

and continent of the latter. Our fituation, at length, is in fome degree 

fimilar to theirs: the non-exifience of a praEticable paffage by rea, and 

the exifience of one through the continent, are clearly proved; and 

it requires only the countenance and fupport of the Britifh Govern

ment, to increafe in a very ample proportion this national advantage, 

and fecure the trade of that country to its fubjeEls. 

Experience, however, has proved, that this trade, from its very nature 

cannot be carried on by individuals. A very large capital, or credit, or 

indeed both, is neceffary, and confequently an affociation of men of 

wealth to direa, with men of enterprife to aa, in one common interefi, 

mua be formed on fuch principles, as that in due time the latter may 

fucceed the former, in continual and progreffive [ucceffion. Such was 

the equitable and fuccefsful mode adopted by the merchants from Ca

nada, which has been already defcribed. 

The junction of fuch a commercial affociation with the Hudfon's-Bay 

Company, is the important meafure which I would propofe, and the 

trade might then be carried on with a very Iuperior degree of advan

tage, both private and public, under the privilege of their charter, and 

',vould prove, in faa, the complete fulfilment of the conditions, on 

"I,'hich it was £idl granted. 

It would be an equal injufiice to either party to be excluded from the 

option 
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option of fuch an undertaking; for if the one has a right by charter, has 

not the other a right by prior poffdIion, as being fucceffors to the fub

jeEts of France, who were exclufively poffeITed of all the then known 

parts of this country, before Canada was ceded to Great-Britain, except 

the coall of Hudfon's Bar, and having themfelves been the difcoverers 

of a vaH extent of country fince added to his Majefiy's territories, even 

to the Hyperborean and the Pacific Oceans? 

If, therefore, that company fhould decline, or be averfe to engage 

in, fuch an extenfive, and perhaps hazardous, undertaking, it would not, 

furely, be an unreafonable propofal to them, from government, to give 

up a right which they refufe to exercife, on allowing them a jufl and 

reafonable indemnification for their flock, regulated by the average 

dividends of a certain number of years, or the aElual price at which. 

they transfer their flock. 

By enjoying the privilege of the company's charter, though but for a 

limited period, there are adventurers who would be willing; as they are 

able, to engage in, and carryon the propofed commercial undertaking!l 

as well as to give the moll ample and fatisfaElory fecurity to government 

for the fulfilment of its contraR with the company. It would, at the fame 

time, be equally neceITary to add a fimilar privilege of trade on the 

Columbia River, and its tributary waters. 

If however, it fhould appear that the Hudfon's-Bay Company have an 

exclufive right to carryon their trade as they think proper, (lnd con

tinue it on the narrow fcale, and with fo little benefit to the public as they 

now do; if they fhould refufe to enter into a co-operative junRion with 

3 G others). 
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others, what reafonable caufe can they affign to government for denying 

the navigation of the bay to N elfon's River; and, by its waters, a paffage 

to and from the interior country, for the ufe of the adventurers, and for· 

the {ole pUl'pofe of tranfport, under the" moa revere and binding re

ftriElions not to interfere with their trade on the coail, and the country 

between it and the aaual efiablilliments of the Canadian traders*. 

By thefe waters that difcharge themfelves into Hudfon's Bay at Port 

Nelfon, it is propofed to carryon the trade to their [ource, at the 

head of the Sa{katchiwine River, which rifes in the Rocky Mountains, 

not eight degrees of longitude from the Pacific Ocean. The Tacoutche 

or Columbia river flows alfo from the fame mountains, and difcharges 

itfelf likewife in the Pacific, in latitude 46. 20. BOlh of them are 

capable of receiving fl1ips at their mouths, and are navigable throughout 

for boats. 

The diUance between there waters is only known from the report of 

the Indians .. If, however, this cOlnmunication lhould prove inacceffi

ble, the route I purflled, though longer, in confequence of the great 

* Independent of the profecution of this great obje8:, I conceive that the merchants from Canada 

are entitled to fuch anindulgence, (t:!veni f they nlOuld be con~dered as not poffeffing a rightful claim,) 

in order that they might be enabled to extend their trade beyond their prefent limits, and have 

it in their power to fupply the natives with a larger quantity of uteful articles; the enhanced value of 
which, and the prcfent difficulty of tranfporting them, will be fully compn:hended when I relate, that 

the t1"38: of tranfportoccupies an extent of from three to four thoufand miles, through upwards of flxty 

large lakes, and numerous riv-::rs; and that the means of tranfport ~re night bark canoes. It mufi: 

alfo be obferved, that thofe waters are intercepted by more than two hundred rapids, along which the 

articles of merchandiie are chIefly carried on men's backs, and over an hundred and thirty carrying

places, from twenty-five paces to thirteen miles in length, where the canoes and cargoes proceed by 
the fame toilfome and perilous operations. . 

angIe 
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angle it makes to the North, will anfwer every neceffary pUl'poLe. 

But whatever courfe may be taken from the Atlantic, the Columbia 

is the line of communication from the Pacific Ocean, pointed out 

by nature, as it is the only navigable river in the whole extent of 

Vancouver's minute furvey of that coaIl: its banks alfo form the firH. 

level country in all the Southern extent of continental coall: from Cook's 

entry, and, confequently, the moH Northern fituation fit for colonization, 

and fuitable to the refidence of a civilized people. By opening this inter

courfe between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and forming regular efla

blifhments ~hrough the interior, and at both extremes, as well as along the 

coans and iflands, the entire command of the fur trade of North America 

might be obtained, from latitude 48. North to the pole, except that portion 

of it which the Ruffians have in the Pacific. To this may be added the 

filliing in both feas, and the markets of the four quarters of the globe. 

Such would be the field for commercial enterprife, and incalculabk 

would be the produce of it, when fupported by the operations of 

that credit and capital which Great Britain fa pre-eminently pofTdfes. 

Then would this country begin to be remunerated for the expences it 

ha5 funained in difcovering and furveying the coaft of the Pacific 

Ocean, which is at prefent left to American adventurers, \\'ho without 

regularity or capita], or the defire of conciliating future confidence, look 

altogether to the intereIl of the moment. They, therefore, colleR all 

the {kins they can procure, and in any manner that fuits them, and ha\'

ing exchanged them at Canton for the produce of China, return to their 

own country. Such adventurers, and many of them, as I ha\'e been 

informed, have been very fuccefsfu], would infiantly difappear from 

before a well-regulated trade. 

pI 
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It would be very unbecoming in me to fuppofe for a moment, that 

the Eall India Company would hefitate to allow thofe privileges to their 

fellow-fubjefls which are permitted to foreigners, in a trade that is fo 

much out of the line of their own commerce, and therefore cannot be 

injurious to it. 

Many political reafons, which it is not neceffary here to enumerate, 

mull prefent themfelves to the mind of every man acquainted with the 

enlarged fyHem and capacities of Britifh commerce, in fupport of the 

meafure which I have very briefly fuggefied, as promifi:.1g the moll im

portant advantages to the trade of the united kingdoms. 

R. NOBLl, 

OLD BAIL!Y. 

THE END. 
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Tlte Rtader is pm·ticularl!! reqwfled to attend to tlte following Errata, ;''as tllt'!! al'~ cJlmtial 
to tlte fenfe tif tlte li(f./lages to zdliclt tlu!! apply. 

Page 12, 

15, 
17, 
21, 

27, 
2.8, 

3 1 , 

3 2 , 

33, 

34, 

35, 

36, 
39, 
40, 
43, 
46, 
5°, 
5 t, 

52, 
53, 
54, 
55, 
56, 
60, 
63, 
13, 

8<y, 
83, ' 

101, 

100(), 

PRELDIINARY ACCOUNT OF THE F[TR TRADE. 

pne 2, Jor Cr~ix ?"ead CrolTe. 
18 2 Jor thirty read forty. 
16, Jor Miffiffooric read Miffifouri. 
11, dele Portage. 
9, Jur and Montreal, where they received fi.ores read and at Montreal) where 

they received, flored, &c. 
17, Jor others read winterers. 
28, Jor four read eight. 
12, Jor this read the. 
24, Jor over read to. 
14, Jor at read to~ 
7, for Portage read decharge. 

11, ir;flead of but a very fhort dillance from Lake Coulollge ,"ead at (a vcry 
{bort diflance from the Dccharge. 

8, JOT the latter comes in read the latter river comes from. 
26, qfter the word paces add next to this is mauvais de Mufique., where, &c. 

3, inftead '2/ take its fouree from the firfl vafe to the great ri \ er read at the hit 
vafe, from whence the great river • 

..5, Jor the whole dillance read the dillance of this Portage. 
5, J'r in every lake and river read along every great ri\1er~ 

22, dele the whole of. 
B, .f'r St. Mary's read St. Mary's coallways. 

22, f'T clear read is cleared of wood. 
14, for about read in. 
4, fir Perche read Peche. 

16, .for they ?"('ad we. 
4, for which leads through read which conduas there waters through the fuc~ 

ceeding lakes and rivers, till they difcharge themfelves. 
11, Jor ends read runs. 
12, dele falling into a lake-pond. 
4, Jor la Roche rwd Ie Roche. 
'6, Jor lake Pafcau, &c. read Paffeau Minac Sagaigan, or bke of Dry Berrieso 
4, Jor portage read pointe. • 

21, after an half, place a period; after water, a (01Jll1Ul. 

2, Jor land uad lake. 
3, Jor that enters lake W1nipic, read whieh enters that lakeo 

15, dele off. 
-4, for pounds read {billings. 
5, for which read of which. 

21, dele of the lake. 
20, for Croife read Cro{fe. 
17, dele and a. 
4, for beech-tree read birch-tree. 

.18, Jorconfiderable read iFlconfidcrable. 
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Jor 1785 read 1786. 
in the fecond note, for fifh read flefh. 
for Frenchmen read Canadians. 
Jor evening read morning. 
Jar army read arms. 
Jor curve read ~roove. . 
for whirtle-bernes read hurtle-bernes. 
jor them read it. 
for obtained read completed. 
dele five geefe. 

for thefe people read my people. 
Jor the read his. 
for the hunter read our hunter. 
dele where. 
for ifiand feveral read where feveral. 
})r according read accordingly. 
for Eaft by Eaft read Eaft-South-Eaft. 
date omitted. 

g, 
read Wednefday 12. 

Jor Chin Indians read Carrier Indians, and vice t'erfd. 
20, for ftruck read £luck. 

date wanting. 
14, Jor and read or. 
14, Jor {kin of a lynx read {kins of the lynx. 
3, jur beat into bars read in bars. 
6, Jar their iron is manufaEl:ured only into read their manufaEl:ured iron con!i.fu 

only of. 
1, in the note,Jor pofitivelv read earneftly. 
2, Jor p~ fTage read praEl:icable pafTage. 

22, dele 0. 1, 11. 

17, /r'r Cando read Canada. 
22, jlr fro:n read along. 
13, dele difference of. 
11, for and Columbia riYers flow read or Columbia River flows. 
]2, for themfelves read itleIf. 
7, in the note: jor large lakes read large frelli water lakes. 

It .is to be o life 1'1.' cd, that tile Courfes tlll'OU,fl,-!lOul tIle Jou1'Jwls arc taken by Compafs, and 
t(lllt the Variation :mujt be conjidered. 
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