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MEMOIRS of the Administration of Sir JAMES
He~xry Cralg, and Sir Georee Prevosr,
in the Province of Lower-Canada, from the
Autumn of 1807, until the Spring of 1815;
comprehending the Military and Naval ope-
rations in the Cavipas, during the late War
with the United States of America.

CHAPTER I.

arvival of Sir James Henry Craig.  Meeting of (he Provincial Parlia-
ment. Discnssions in the A<sombly relating to the Election of Judges
ond Jews.—Prorogation.—Elections and Meeting of the New Pro-
vineial Parliament.—Further discussions on the Elections oi Judyes
and Jews.—The Assembly is dissolved. —Elections.—Meeting of the
New Parliament—Oier of (he Assembly to pay the Civil List —The
appointment of an Agent in England considered.—DMcasuyes respect-
ing a Judge.—Second dissolution.

— e

WO years in which we meet with no remarkable
occurrence had elapsed under the Administration

of Mr. Dunn, when Sir Janes Henry Craltc arriving
at Quebec in the Autumn of 1807, assumed the reins
of Government in the Canadas. The former, in cou-
stant expectation of a Governor from home, may have

probably limited himself in the exercise of the Govern-
1
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ment of the colony, and his successor must therefore
lLiave found affairs in suspence on his arrival.

The American Government at that time began to
breathe a hostile spirit towards Great-Britain; but, al-
though an appeal was made to the loyalty of the Peo-
ple by his Predecessor, the Governor was averse to
embody the Militia, until an emergency should at once
demand and justify the measure. It does not appear
that he mistrusted, on the contrary, he expressed on
various occasions a confidence in the loyalty of the
province ; and the hereditary animosity of the Cana-
dian to the American character, was a pledge of their
fidelity, which he, however, seemed willing to avoid
(from what motive it is not well understood) putting to
the test.

His first measure was to convoke the House of As-
sembly which met at Quebec on the 29th January, 1808.
Here a question was agitated, which, for the two pre-
ceding Sessions having considerably engaged the atten-
tion of the House, excited the public feeling, and ulti-
mately led to the troubles which afterwards embittered
his administration.

A Judge of the Court of King’s Bench for Quebec,
had for the present, as well as for some former Parlia-
ments, been returned as representative for the County
of Quebec, and a doubt having been started of the eli-
gibility of Judges for seats in the Provincial Parliament,
the House divided in opinion. One party maintained
it to be incompatible with the rank of a Judge, to can-
vass for votes in a County in which he was in the daily
habit of administering justice. That many of the Elec-
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tors overawed with the apprehension of incurring the
displeasure of the Judge, who in his judicial capacity
might pervert the ends of Justice to gratify personal
pique, could not be presumed to be free, and uninflu-
enced by such a candidate. That in England the
Judges were ineligible to a seat in the House of Com-
mons, and in fine, that the artifices and intrigues inci-
dental to popular elections, were unbecoming in a
Judge and a mere proestitution of the judicial dignity.
These and similar arguments were industriously pio-
pagated, and gained ground rapidly in the public opin-
ion. The opposite party contended that no such dis-
qualification existed in virtue of the constitutional act*
by which alone the Colonial Legislature was to be
guided, and that to create such, would be anintrench-
ment upon the rights and privileges of the Imperial
Parliament of Great-Britain, which, it would not fail
to resent. That it wouid be absurd as weli as danger-
ous to admit the right in a constituted body, to amend
or modify in the smallest degree the act of the consti-
tuting power, upon which the very existence of the
former depended, and therefore, that the Provincial

Legislature was incompetent to disqualify any descript-
ion of His Majesty’s subjects from being eligible to a
seat in the House of Assembly. The former opinion
prevailed in the Lower House, but was discountenanc-
ed in the Legislative Council.

Another question somewhat similar to this was agi-
tated during the present Session. A Jew of reputable
character having been elected and returned for the
Town of Three-Rivers, it was contended that his reli-

* The Act of the British Parliament 31, Geo. 3, chap. 31, which gave
to the Canadas their present Constitution



8 ADMINISTRATION OF {1808

ous persuasion created an inability to sit and vote as
a Member of the House of Assembly. The leading
Members exerted themselves in support of the compe-
tence of the House to exclude him by resolution, or at
least of the undeniable right of the Legislature to sup-
ply by enactment, such provisions in matters affecting
their privileges as might have been improvidently omit-
ted in the constitutional act. After some animated de-
bate, rather relating to the mode of expelling or dis-
gualitying the Member for Three-Rivers, than to the
propricty of the measure, the party for expelling him by
resolution prevailed, and it was resolved ¢ that being
¢ of the Jewish persuasion he could not take a seat, nor
¢ sit, nor vote in the House of Assembly.” The House
grauted a sum for repairing the ancient Castle of St,
Lewis (the residence of the Governor) and the business
of the Session being brought to a close, the Governor
with some encomiuns on the diligence and liberality of
the Assembly, prorogued the Session, which terminat-
ed the fourth Provincial Parliament.

Unhappily for the tranquillity of this administration
a party spirit had gained ground, and was irritated by
the odious and reiterated reflections of an eminent
Journalist in the metropolis of the colony, upon the
manners and customs of the Canadian population, as
well as upon their religious and political opinions. His
sentiments in the minds of those who were, or rather,
who conceived themselves essentially injurcd by them,
were considered as of a party Jnti-Canadian, vay, even
of the Government itselt. A few individuals, indignant
at the aflront, incurred the expence of procuring a
press, with a view of comteracting the influence which
the lakLors of the Ld.tor might produce, to the political
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detriment of the Province. TIrom this Press a weekly
Paper, called Le Canadian,issued in the French lan-
enage, which soon acquired popularity with the deno-
mination of an opposition paper. A newspaper strife
far from harmonizing parties, by reciprocally cnquir-
iung into the causes of their misunderstanding, inflamed
the growing evil, and the odious sense applied to the
terms Conadian and Jnti-Canadian, Choyen and Demo-
crat, distinctive ol parties, gave uneasiness to all who
carnestly cultivated a good understanding with their
fellow citizens. From the novel and hardy spirit of
this publication, many who were connected with the
administration of the Colonial Government, or depen-
dant upon it, aflected to suspect a conspiracy on foot,
and that secret funds were furnished from abroad for
the purpose of alienating the minds of the people from
thieir allegiance, and to revolutionize the Province.
Some ancient and respectable citizens, known to have
contributed towards the purchase of the press, were
dismissed from their rank in the Sedentary Militia;
among them }Mr. Panet, the Speaker of the llouse of
Assembly, a geatleman of the wost unimpeachable in-
tegrity.  This measure, although of little importance
in itself, created from its harshnessy an interest in the
public, which strengthened the party already formed in
opposition to the mcasurcs of the administration.

In June, the clections f{or the cnsuing Parliament
took place, and were conducted in most counties with-
unanimity. The late Speaker presented hinself for the
Upper Town of Quebec, but the resident Military, and
dependants on the several Military Departments in
Quebec, entitled to vote, influenced by the example of
their Chicfs, turned the scale against him. He was
however, clected i the iean tie for another Couyty.

L
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Material improvements to the fortifications of Quebec
were comiacnced this Summer; and the foundations of
four towers extending across the commanding ground
in front of the walls, west of the city, were laid. The
extraordinary state of affairs in Europe, combined
with the American Embargo, turned an unusual tide
of commerce into the Canadas, and their resources and
utility to the mother country were exemplified, far be-
vond the expectations of the most sanguine and intel-
ligent speculator.

On the 10th of April, 1809, the House of Assembly
met pursuant to the Governor’s Proclamation, and the
people were on the tiptoe of anxicty, a report having
gone abroad that His Excellency would not concur
with the House, should their choice be in favor of the
Speaker of the late House of Assembly, whom he had
some time before dismissed the Militia. The gentleman
a'as, however, almost unanimously chosen Speaker, and
the Governor approved of his election.

Iir his Speech at the opening of Parliament, the Go-
vernor descanted upon the unfavorable posture of af-
fuirs with America ; the revolution in Spain; and the
generous assistance afforded that Country by Great-
Britain ; the emigration of the Royal Family of Por-
tugal to the new world; the victory of the British at
Vimiera, by which Portugal bad been rescued from the
French; and concluded by cautioning the Members of
the Legislature against jealousies among themselves, or
of the Government, which eould have no other object
in view than the general welfare. I regret gentlemen,’
said he ¢ that 1 have been compelled by circumstances,

* to call you together at a season of the year which ¥
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am well aware, must be highly inconvenient to niany
of you : this consideration dwclt so stronzly upon my
mind, that not secing any purticular object of public
service that indispensably required your imuediate
attention, I had it in contemplation to defer your
meeting ’till a period of less prejudicial consequence
to your private accommodation, but, on referring to
the Act of the British Parliament on which the Cen-
stitution of this Province is founded, I felt reason of
hesitation, at least as to the grounds on which I sup-
posed mysclf able to do so; 1 have therefore been in-
duced to rely on your cheerful acquiescence in the
inconvenience under which your may labor, rather
than give rise to a possible doubt as to my intention
of infringing on a right so valuable to you as that of
your annual Assembly.  And this I have done under
the eircuamstance of being precluded trom giving quite
that notice which has been in some degree sanctioned
by custom, and which, although not called for by any
express law, is, nevertheless a precaution for tle pre-
servation of that mutual confidence which is so desir-
able, by guarding against the possibility of any sus-
picion, as to the intention or circumstances under
¢ which you may be assembled.’
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The House, after an address in answer to His Excel-
lency’s Speech, into which it was endeavored to intro-
duce an indirect reproof for the hints which had fallen
from him, resumed with warmth, the question concern-
ing the Judge and the Jew.* The more determined
Members were for expelling them by resolution, but a
motion for the expulsion of the Judge in this mode,
was negatived by a considerable majority, part of

» These Gentlernen had been re-elected at the late Elections
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whom, tiough disposed to disqualify Judges from being
eligible to a seat in the House, were averse to the
means proposcd, insisting that nothing less than an Act
of the Liogislature could operate such a disqualification.
Otlers stronuly urged that the Electors were, and of
righit oucht to be, the sole constitutional judges of the
competence of their delegate, and that his expulsion
under any form, would amount to a gross violation of
the most sacred rizlits of the people, and be an act of
arbitrary power, incompatible with the freedom of the
Constitution.  This effort having failed, a committee
was appointed to encuire into, and report to the I{ouse,
the inconvenience resulting from the election of Judges
to sit in the House of Assembly, and in the mean time,
a disqualifying Bill was intreduced and read for the
first time. The enquiry was carried on with persever-
ance, and proved rather to the disadvantage of the in-
dividual concerned, fer which rcason we refirain {rom
any reflection on the subject. The exclusion of the
Jew was more closely prosccuted.  The House renew-
ed thie resolution which had been taken against his ad-
miitance to sit and vote in the last Session of the pre-
ceding Parliament, and a Bill to disqualify Jews from
being cligible to a seat in the House of Assembly was
introduced, and underwent two readings. The lapse
of tive weeks in the prosecution of these measures ex-
haurted the patience of the Governor, whose Military
education and habits, may on this occasion have influ-
enced his better judgment.  The spirited perseverance
of a deliberate body in a favorite measure, appeared
to him like the refractory spirit of a body of scldiers,
which he seemed determined to crush.

On the 15th of May, lie went down in state from the
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Castle to the Legislative Council,where having summon-
ed into his presence, the House of Assembly, and after
giving the Royal Assent to such Bills as were ready,
(five in nwnber) he informed them of his intention of
dissolving the present Parliament, and of recurring to
the sense of the people. ¢ When I met you, (said he,)
at the commencement of the present Session, I had no
reason to doubt your moderation or your prudence,
and I therefore willingly relied upon both : under the
guidance of these principles I expected from you a
manly sacrifice of all personal animosities, and indivi-
dual dissatis(action, a watchful solicitude for the con-
cerns of your country, and a steady perseverance in
the executing of your public duty, with zeal and de-
spatch. I looked for earnest endeavors to promote
the general harmony of the province, and a careful
abstinence from whatsoever might have a tendency
to disturb it ; for due aud therefore indispensable at-
tention to the other branches of the Legislature, and
for prompt and cheerful co-opcration and assistance
in whatever might conduce to the happiness and wel-
fare of the Colony. All this I had a right to expect,
because such was your constitutional duty ; because
such a conduct would have been a lasting testiviony,
as it was the only one souglit for by His Majesty's
gevernment, of that loyalty and affectien which vou
have so warily professed, and which [ belicve you
to possess ; and because it was particularly called
for by the critical conjuncture of the times, and cspe-
cially by the precarious situation in which we then
stood with respect to the American States I am sorry
¢ to add, that I have heen disappointed in all these ex-
¢ pectetions, and in every hopeonwhich I volied,
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¢ You have wasted (continued he) in fruitless debates,
excited by private and personal animosity, or by fii-
volous contests upon trivial matters of form, that time
and those talents, to which within your walls, the

* public have an exclusive title. This abuse of your

-,

functions you have preferred to the high and import-

“ant duties which yvou owe to your Sovereign and to
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sour constituents, and you have thereby been forced
to neglect the consideration of matters of moment
and necessity which were before you, while you have
at the same time virtually prevented the introduction
of such others as may have been in contemplation. If
any proof of this misuse of your tirre were necessary,
I have just presented it in having been called on after
a session of five weeks, to exercise his Majesty’s pre-
rogative of assent, to only the same number of bills,
three of which were the mere renewal of acts to which
vou stoed pledged, and which' required no discus-
sion. So much of intemperate heat has been mani-
fested in all your proceedings, and you have shewn
such a prolonged and disrespectful attention to mat-
ters submitted to your consideration by the other
branclics of the Legislature, that whatever might be
the moderation and forbearance exercised on their
parts, a gcueral good understanding is scarcely tobe
looked for without a new Assembly.’

¢ I'shall not (he added,) particularly advert to other
acts which appear to be unconstitutional infringe-
ments of the rights of the subiject repuznant to the
very letter of the statute of the Imperial Parliament,
under which you hold your seats: and to have been
matured by pioccedings, which amount to a derelic-
tion of the fivst principics of natural justice” He con-
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cluced this speech with his acknowleduents to the Le-
gislative Council for the unauinity, zeal, and unremit-
ting attention, they had shewn in their procecdings.

To a portion of the House of Assembly, he also ex-
pressed his thanks, and trusted they would believe he
did them the justice of a proper discrimination in the
sense he entertained of their cfiorts, to avert that con-
duct of which he had so much rearon to complain.
¢ By this, gentlemen,” (said he, addressing hincit o
the minority who had purposely assembled together on
one side of the room) ¢ You have truly manitested y our
¢ affection to His Majesty’s government, and vour just
¢ estimation of the real and permanent interests of the
¢ Proviuce.’

"This hardy and decisive measure astonished the lead-
ing members, who, at the utmest, anticipatcd no more
than a prorogation. A dissolution attended with such
pointed and almost personal censure, far exceeded their
expectation, and they returned to their constituents
covered with the opprobrium of having incurred the
Governor’s displeasure ; a matter of no little moment
in the eyes of the multitude, as yet unaccustomed to
the freedom of the constitution. The country people
who were at first disposed to think favorably of the
recent measures of the Executive, gradually altered
their opinions, and were finally persuaded that the
House of Assembly had been dissolved for having
espoused their interests, in opposition to the encroach-
ments of the Crown. The press was put into violent
action, and the Conadian teemed with able but sarcas-
tic strictures on the Governor’s speech at the dissolu-
tion, and with strong animadversions upon the public
measures. The preamble to the Bill of Rights, in
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allusion to the Governor’s ieasures with respect to
the Assenibly, was inserted as a motto at the head of
that paper, which was industricusly circulated through-
out the province. Among other reports, it was said,
and at length currently belicved, that the Governor
had been influenced and deceived by the intrigues of
a favorite judge, whom, having discovered the crafti-
ness and duplicity of his character, he now intended
to discard. This belief materially contributed to re-
instate and confirm the credit of the late members in
the minds ot the peeple.

In the middle of Juae, the Governor left Quebec on
a tour through the Province, attended with a numer-
cus suite, and travelled in magnificent style.  Several
of the citizens of Threc-Rivers, Montreal, Saint Johns,
and Williamn Henry, successively reccived him with
Addresses of applause and thanks, for the interposition
of the roval prerogative in dissolving the House of
Assen.bly. These addresses being inserted inthe pub-
lic prints, were criticised in the Canadian with much
asperity and abuse.*

In the month of October the election for the ensu-
ing Parliament took place, and the pcople having had
ample time to reflect upon affairs, re-elected, contrary
to the expectation of government, most of the late re-
presentatives ; removing some who were supposed to
have been too passive, and substituting others of a less
flexible temper in their stead.

* Among the arbitrary measures which characterise the times, the
dismissal of the Solicitor General, James Stuart, esquire, from his Office,
without any other ostensible reason than his independent conduct as a
Member of the House of Assembly isnot the least remarkable. He was
succeeded by Stephen Sewell, esquire, an Advocate at Montreal.
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The House of Assembly met an the 25th January,
1810, pnrsuant to the Governov's Proelamation.  't'he
Speaker of the last Arsembly (Mr Paret) being re-
clected, was approved of by the Governor, who in Lis
specech to the legislature adverted to the unfaveurable
disposition of America towards Great-Britain, e
compliniented them c¢n the capture of the Island of
Martinique, and the battle of Talavera, which had
torn from the French that character of invincibility
they imagined themselves to have possessed in the
opinion of the world. e recommended a rencwal of
such acts as might enable the exccutive governinent
more effectually to discharze its duty, in guarding
against dangers which could scarcely be remedied by
the common course of law. He cailed their attention
to the practice of forging foreizn bauk biils, which,
from the waut of a remedy in the present code of pen-
al Jaws, had of late, grown to a very dangerous ex-
tent, to the prejudice of the neighbouring States of
America, as well as to ouir own subjects.  With re-
spect to the question which had ied to the dissolution
of the preceding Assembly, he observed, “ that during
‘the two last Sessions, the question of the cxpedicncy
“of the exclusion of His Majesty™s Judges of the Court
¢of King’s Bench, from a seat in the House of Repre-
‘sentatives had been much agitated ; that this question
‘rested on the desire of precluding the possibility of
‘ the existence of a bias on the minds of persons exer-
¢ cising functions in those Courts, from their being un-
¢ der the necessity of soliciting the votes of individuals,
¢ on whose persons or property, they might afterwards
¢ have to decide. Whatever (said he) might be my own
¢ opinion on the subject, I nevertheless hold the right
* of choice in the people, and that of being chosen by

2
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¢ them in ton high estimation to have taken upon iny-
- s¢lf, had the question ever come before me, the re-
sponsibility of giving His Majesty’s assent to the put-
ting limits to cither, by the exclusion of any class of
his subjects; and they are rights, of which it is im-
possible to suppose they could be deprived by any
other authority than that of the concurrence of the
three branches of the legislature. That the channel
* in which flows the current of public justice, should be
* purc and free from every, the slightest contamination,
is too essential to the happiness of the people, not to
* be interesting to a government which has solely that
object in view, and it is little less necessary to that
happiness, that there should not exist in the minds of
the people a doubt on the subject. In this latter view,
(he observed) I have thought that the early disposal
of the question may be of utility, and therefore, in
recomincending the subject to your consideration, I
have to add, that having received His Majesty’s plea-
sure upon it, I shall feel myself warranted in giving
his royal assent, to any proper hill for rendering His
Majesty’s Judges of the Courts of King’s Bench, in
future, ineligible to a seat in the House of Assembly,
in which the two houses may concur.’
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This speech, far from conciliating, tended to inflame
the Commons, who construed itinto an avowal of pre-
cipitancy and error in dissolving the last Parliament,
and it was surmised by many, that the Governor had
incurred the displeasure of ministers by the exercise of
the royal prerogative in dissolving the late Assembly.
This impression emboldened the members still indig-
nant at the late dissolution. The first measure of the
House was to pass a resolution :—¢ That every attempt
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* of the executive government and of the other branches
ol the legislature arainst this House, whether in dice
tating or ccusuring its proceedings, or in approving
the conduct ¢f one part of'its members,and disapprov-
ing the conduct of the others, is a violation of the sta-
tute by which this House is constituted 5 a breach of
the privileges of this House against which it cannot
forbear objecting : and a dangervous attack upon the
rights and liberties of His Majesty’s subjects in this
province.” This resolution v.as aimed at the conclu-
sion of the Governor’s speech at thz late dissolution.

3
3
3
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The discussion of the civil list was takenup by the
House, and it was maintained that the province was
now capable of relicving the mother country of this
burthen, which the majority plausibly urged, wouild
inevitably, at no very remote period, devolve upon
the province with accumulated weight. To anticipate
the charge would therefore prove a saving to the pro-
vince. The minority affected to discover a deep de-
sizn in the measure, and opposed it with some warmth.
The idea of levying additional revenues to the amount
of fifty thousand pounds (as it was reported with a view
of marring the measure) startled the country people,
who, on the other hand, were instructed that the House
of Assembly having the provincial revenues at their
disposition, would, in the event, retrench a number of
peusions, and by that means considerably diminish the
public expence. A resolution was passed by the House,
that the province was able to supply funds for the
payment of the civil list, and loyal addresses were
drawn up to the King, Lords, and Commons of Great-
Britain. In these, the House expressed a sense of the
mauy faveurs the colony had experienced from the
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beneficence of the mother country, and of the loyalty
and prosperity of the province, Ly which it was ena-
bled to take upon itselt the chiarge of the civil expen-
diture of the government; astep to which they had
been particularly influenced by reason of the long and
expensive war, wherein Great-Britain had been, and
still was enciuged for the common protection of every
brauch of Ler extensive cuipire.  The House of Assen-
bly presented these addresses to the Governor, request-
ing le would be pleased to lay them before his Ma-
jesty’s ministers for the purpese of submitting them
to the King, Lords and Commons of Great-Britain,

In answer to their request the Governor cbserved,
that the addresses were scmewhat novel, and required
reflection—that the constitutional usage of parliament,
recognised by the wisdem of the House of Commens
of the United Kingdom, forbad all steps on the part
of the people towards grants of money which were not
recommended by the crown ; and although by the same
parliamentary usage, all grants do originate in the
Lower House ; yct, that they were ineficctual without
the concurrence of the Upper Iouse : that no prece-
dent existed to his knowledge of addresses te the House
of Lords, or House of Commons, separately by a sin-
gle branch of a colonial legislature: that for these
reasons, he conceived the addresses to be unprecedent-
ed, imperfect in form, and founded unon a resolution
of the House of Assembly, which, until sanctioned by
the concurrence of the Legislative Council, must be
ineffectunl 5 except as a spontaneous offer on the part
of the Commons of C"anada : That he regretted he
could not take upon himself to transmit these addres-
ses to his Majesty’s ministers, impressed as Le was
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vith a sense of his duty, and added that the ministers
were not the regular organ of communication with the
House of Commons, unless by his Majesty’s command.
He concluded however, by informing them that on the
prescint occasion, he thought it right to transmit to the
King this testimony of the good disposition, gratitude
and generous intentions of his subjectsin the province
of Lower Canada. He said, he thought it right also,
that his Majesty by their own act, should be formally
apprised of the ability, and of the voluntary pledge
and promise, which the people of this province by this
address, had given to his Majesty, to pay the civil ex-
penditure of the province when required so to do. For
these reasons he engaged to transmit their address to
the King.  He observed that their zeal for the welfare
of his Majestv's government, deserved from him every
mark of acknowledgment, and he regretted that any
circumstances should have compelled him to express
himself on the subjectin a way that might carry with it,
an appearance, however little intended, of opposing
any check to the manifestation of the sentiments un-
der which he was persuaded they had been actuated.

The appointiment of a colonial agent in England,
had been contemplated by the late House of Assembly,
and the subject was again taken into consideration in
the present session, but without eflect. The advanta-
ges proposed by this measure, were a regular and di-
rect intercourse between the House of Assembly and
the Commons of Great Dritain, and a clieck upon the
exccutive of the colony. A bill to this intent was framed
but did not arrive at maturity, The expedience of
providing in future for the payment of the members
of the House of Assembly during their attendance at

Q%
-
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the Sessions was also discussed, but this measure, which
with certain modifications might have been judicious,
was however, successfully opposed.

In the mean time a bill for rendering Judges ineli-
gible to scatsin the House of Assembly was drawn up,
and having passed below, was transmitted to the Up-
per House. Here the bill was amended by the intro-
duction of a ciause postpening the period at which it
should take efivet, until the expiration of the present
Parliament, the Judge whom we have already bad oc-
casion to mention, Liaving been returned as a member
at the late clections. The House, indignant at the
amendment, and resolved at all hazards to expel the
Judge before the amendment was disposed of, passed
a resolution “ That P. A. De Bonne, being one of the
Judges of the Court of King’s Bench, couldnot sit nor
vote in that House,” and dceclared his seat vacant.
This measure brought things to a crisis and placed the
Governor in adilemma. To acquiesce with the House
in this instance, would have been a relinquishment of
the principles which the Governor had hitherto main-
tained and published at the opening of the session, at
once inconsistent with himself and with the dignity of
his post. On the other band, a second dissolution of
the House, he was sensible, must be attended with much
public inconvenience and engender discontent. He
however determined on the latter, and (on the 26th of
February) went down to the Council hCamber with the
usual solemnities, and sent a message to the House of
Assembly requiring their immediate attendance at the

~ bar. The Members with the Speaker in
sjztcl(())?]dofﬂll: obedience to the message, proceeded to
‘Paliament.  the Council Chamber, where he informed
them, that he had come down for the pur-



1810] 3IR JA%ES JIENRY CRAIG. 2

pose of preraguing the Parliament, and that upon a
matare consideration of the circumstanices which hiad
taken place, he had determined again to refer to the

sense of the people by an immediate dissolution.

“Whatever (said he) might be my per.onal wishes,
“or however strong miglit be my desire that the public
¢ business should sutfer no ioterruption, 1 feel that ¢u
¢ this occasion, nothing is left to my discretion. It has
‘Leen rendered tmpossible for me to act otherwise,
“than in the way 1 awm proposing.

*The Heuse of Assembly bave talen upen them-
*selves without the participation ct the other branches
¢ of the legislature, to pass a vote, that a Judge of His
¢ Mejesty’s Court of King’s Bench cannot sit vor vote
* in their House,

‘ However I might set aside the personal feelings
¢ which would not be unnatural in me, as to the mode
“in which this transaction has been conducted towards
¢ myself, there is another and infinitely higher consid-
¢ eration arises out of it which I must not overlook.

It is impossible for me to consider what has been
¢ done in any other light, than as a direct violation of
‘an act of the Imperial Parliament: of that Parlia-
¢ ment which conferred on you the coustitution to which
¢ you profess to owe your present prosperity ; nor can
‘I do otherwise than consider the House of Assembly
“as having unconstitutionally disfranchised a large
¢ portion of his Majesty’s subjects, and rendered ineli-
* gible by an authority which they do not possess, ano-
¢ ther not inconsiderable class of the community.
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*mach an assumption I should at any rate feel my-
$self bound by every tie of duty to oppose : but in con-
s sequence of the expulsion of the Member for the coun-
“ty of Quebec, a vacancy in the representation of that
“county has been declared, and it would be necessary
* that a new writ should issue for the Election of another
¢ Mewber : that writ would be, to be signed by me.
* Geuntlemen, (said he, with warmth and emphasis) I
¢ cannot, dave not, render myselfa partaker in the vio-
‘lation of an act of the Iwperial Parliament, and [
¢know no other way by which I can avoid becoming
“s0, but that which lam pursuing.’

¢ When we met I felt much satisfuction in the censci-
¢ ousness of having taken such steps as I thonght most
¢likely to facilitate, indeed I thought would do away
¢ every possible objection to a measure that seemed to
‘be wished for, and ihat in itsell mct my entire con-
¢ currence : but the only ohjection that can I think exist
¢in the mind of any reasonable man to the eligibility of
¢ the Judges, ariscs from the possible effect that may be
¢ produced by the necessity it puts thein under, of so-
‘liciting the votes of the electors. No well grounded
¢ objection can be offered to their sitting in the IHouse,
‘when they are clected. On the contrary, their talents
* and superior knowledge must render them highly use-
‘ ful, and were it not for other considerations, highly de-
‘sirable Members. I cannot but exceedingly lament,
‘that a measure which I consider as beneficial to the
‘ country should not have taken eflect. 'The people,
‘however, in the disappointment of their expectations
‘will do me the justice to acquit me of being the cause
“of it, as they must equally acquit me of being the cause
“that so little of the public business has becn done.’
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On his eatrance and departure from the Council
Chamber, the Governor was cheered by the populace
friendly to his measures, with loud and repeated accla-
mations, while the crest-fallen Members and their
friends retired with silent indignation. The Governor’s
military promptitude, which they considered in civil
affairs as verging upon despotism, again over-reached
their expectations and the Canadian public (a very
great majority of the population) universally expres-
scd their resolution of re-electing the late Members,
with injunctions to persevere in the same measures.
So strongly were they prepcs.c cd of the opinion, that
the Governor, influenced by his favorite, only wished
to screen him from the ignominy of an expulsion.

Upon a cool survey of the questions that led to the
misunderstanding between the Governor and the House
of Assembly, we may at this late period be indulged in
the assertion that the situation of the Governor was
critical and trying in the extreme; and it is difficult
to cenceive, how he could otherwise have consistently
extricated himself from the embarrassing dilemma, in-
to which he had been urged.

After the dissolution, studicd addresses prepared by
agents of the administration, flowed in upon the Go-
vernor from all quarters. The city and county of
Quebec, the city of Montrezl, the town of Three-Riv-
crs, and the Borough of William Henry, and the coun-
ties of Warwick and Orleans, were conspicuous on
the occasion. The late Members assistcd by their
friends, in the mean time, excrted themsclves diligent-
ly to secure their elections. Songs adapted to the vul-
aar taste, and calculated to rouse the public spivit



25 ADMIGISTRATION O [1810

were composed and circulated, the C'anadian teemed
with harangues, addresses and observations on the oc-
currences of the day, and the measures of the execu-
tive ;¥ while on th2 other haund, th> discovery of ca-
bals and plans of insurrection and rebellion, were mys-
teriously whizpered among the minions of the adminis-
tration. At cne moment it was rwmouired that the
French minister in America had supplied large sums
in gold, to promote the views of the seditious in Cana-
da ; at another, that the whole of his correspondence
had Deen intercepted by some confidential agents of
our government. These reports,though utterly ground-
less, an:d held in conterapt by the adverse party as the
fabrications of intriguing sycophants, were neverthe-
Iess, evidently intended to prepare the public mind for
some eventful crisis.

* Of the many anonymous productions published at the period, one
addressed to the publicin aflying sheet of the Canadien, signed I'Ami
Sincere, excited much attention, and created uneasiness in the mind of
the Governor, who it seems n:ade up his mind, from the moment of its
appearance 0 svize the (vnedian Press.—See Appendix Letter A.
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CHAPTER 1T,

Measures of the admivistration and imprizonment of several persons.
The Governor's Proclamation.  Proceedings of the Court of hing's
Bench at Quebec. The Judee (De Bonue) declines lis election.
Prisoners st Montreal released.  Meetings of the New Provineia!
Purliament. The Governor's Speech. Answer of the Assembly.
The Governor's reply.  Bill rendering Judzes ineligible to a seot in
the Assembly.  Prorogetion of Pariianient.  The Go-ernor's Depas-
ture for England.  Hi~ Character.

—D O

-‘ 7 E approach a period in tlie annals of the co-
lony, upon which, from the contrariety of pul:-
lic opinion as to the measures by which it is charac-
terised, we enter with diflidence and respect. The
storm that had becn gathering for some time, was now
ready to burst. The elections were now approaching,
and the executive seemed determined to strike a blow
that would crush all spirit of opposition in the people,
and awe their leaders into silence and submission.

Oun the 17th day of March, a party of soldiers head-
ed by a magistrate and two constables, proceeded to
the Canadian Printing-Office in Quebec, under the
sanction of the executive, where having forcibly seized
the press, and the whole of the papers of every de-
scription found in the house, they conveyed them from
thence to the vaults of the Court-House. The printer
of the Canadian was apprehended, and after examina-
tion before the council, was committed to prison. The
guards .in the mean time were strengthened, and pa-
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troles were sent in all directions through the city, as
if an timmediate and universal insurrection of the peo-
ple had been expected.  The publie, struck at these
appearances of unusual precaution, remained in silence
and suspence ; while the discovery of plots, cabals
and conspiracies, was confidently asserted ; and an
cfiicial promulgation of some decp laid conspiracy was
anxiously expected. The Montreal Courier was de-
tained beyond the usual time, with a view, as it was
pretended, of preventing any report of the measures
resorted to, until the expected discoveries were made.
Three successive days were occupied by the magis-
trates and crown officers in examining the old papers
seized at the Cancdian Printing-Gffice.  On the 19th
of March, three Canadian gentlemen of distinction*
were apprehended by a warrant, signed by three
Members of the Executive Council and cast into prison.
Three others in the district of Montreal T shared the
same fate, under the indefinite charge of being guilty
of treasonable practices. These commitments were made
under an annual act, entitled, “ An act for the belter
preservation of his Majesty’s Government,” which,
from the measures now related, fell into disrepute, and
was not renewed after the present administration, No
information of any importance resulted from thesearch
made among the papers seized with the press ; but the
hasty imprisonment of three reputable citizens, gave
some colour to the tales of intended insurrection that
were artfully circulated, and it was generally under-
stood, that government were in full possession of all

* Messieurs Bedard, Blanchet and Taschereau, members of ihe late
House of Assembiy,

t Messieurs Laforce, (Notary Public,) Papineau of Chambly, and Cor-
“bell, of Isle Jesus
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the circumstances of the supposed conspiracy. There
1s however to this day, no satisfactory proof before the
public of the slightest plan to subvert the government ;
and the reader, in the abscace of even the lightest
grounds to create such a presumption, as well as from
the enlargement of the prisoners without any trial, is
left to judge, whether the extraordinary and mysteri-
ous proceedings resorted to on the occasion, were the
result of well grounded apprehension of public commo-
tion, or merely to colour an act, which otherwise, can«
not but be considered as an exertion of power.

On the 21st of March, the Governor issued a procla-
nation, unique in its kind, and somewhat vergiog on
romance. In it he adinonishes the Canadian subjects
to hbeware of the arts (without furnishing any proof of
their existence) employed by designiug men, to mis-
fead them. He expatiates on the benevolence of the
mother country towards the colony, and on the pater-
nai solicitude of his Sovereign and himself, for the pro-
motion of its welfare. He descants upon the tales ros
specting himself, which he is informed have been cir-
culated with a view to influence and deceive the peo-
ple; and thns vehemently apostrophizes the supposed
authors of them, ¢ base and daring fabricators of false-
¢ hood : on what part or act of my life do you found
¢such assertions ? Canadians, ask of those to whom you
¢ formerly looked with attention and respect : ask the
‘ heads of your church who have opportunities of
¢ knowing me. These are men of honor and know-
* ledge ; These are men from whom you ought to seek
¢ for information and advice : the leaders of faction 3
¢ the demagogues of a party, associate not with me -
* they cannot know me.*

* See Appendix B.
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The earnest spirit which flows through this produc-
tion, shews the determination with which lLe intended
to persevere in his measures, as they were evidently
the result of a conscientious conviction on his mind of
their expedience at this crisis. Messengers were dis-
patched in all directions throughout the Province to
distribute copies of the proclamation ; and the sound
of insurrection and rebellion in Canada, went abroad,
and was echoed round the world, at a period, which
does not even afford the solitary instance of a trial,
much less a conviction, of a single individual in the
colony, for treason or sedition. The clergy were
summoned to support the administration ea the pre-
sent occasion, and the proclamation, in obedience to
the wish of the executive, was published in some in-
stances, in the church. during divine service, in others
at the church door after its conclusion. It was confi-
dently expected by the public, that bis Lordship the
Catholic Bishop of Quebec, would on (Sunday) the
day succeeding the issue of the proclamation, give a
discourse suitable to the occasion. An eager multitude
pressed into the Cathedral, but they were disappointed.
The zealots took umbrage at the seeming indiflerence
of the worthy Prelate. The Cathedral was on the
Sunday following again crowded : the proclamation
was read, and his Lordship delivered to some thou-
sands of spectators an able and impressive discourse,
suited to the complexion of the times: he adverted
with becoming spirit, to the hasty zeal, which had in-
duced some to condemn the supiness of the Clergy,
who, he observed, were not less loyal, zealous and in-
structed in their duty towards their Sovereign, than at
the period of the revolution of the neighbouring colo-
nies, when the fidelity of the Canadian Catholic Clergy
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had becn irrefragably established. He espounded
with clearness and precision, the duties of a subject
and a christian, in the salutary subnission to the laws,
and to the coustitued authorities of the land. From
the state of the public mind at this junctuve, the diffi-
culty of reconciling parties, lieated by aseries of elec-
tions into that political animosity incidental to free
governments, is easily conceived,

. The Chief Justice at the opening of the Criminal
Sessionsin March, in delivering his charge to the Grand
Jury, called their attention to the tendency of the
occurrences, that had given room to the proclamation,
which he read on the occasion. The Grand Jury, in
answer to his speech, drew up an address to the Court,
in which they animadverted strongly upon certain
numbers of thie Canadian, and other productions is-
suing from that press, as dangerous to the peace sl
security of the colony. They in like manner expressed
their displeasure at divers productions in the Quebec
Mercury calculated to excite jealousy and distrust in
the minds of his Majesty‘s Canadian subjects, leaving
it to the wisdom of the court to adopt such measures
thereupen, as might be found expedient ; and concluded
by disclaiming a wish to encroach upon the genuine
freedom of the press, but that the abuse of this inestim-
able privilege, which could only tend to a subversion
of order, was the subject of their animadversion.*

In April, an ineflectual effort was made in the Court
of King’s Bench to obtain a Habeas Corpus for one of
the gentlemen detained in prison, under suspicion of

* This presentment has (perhaps unjustly) been reproached as an act
of cowardly comnpliante with power.
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treasonable practices. The failure of this application
left no alternative to the prisoners, who were left to
pine in solitary confinement, until the Governor should
be pleased to bring them to trial, or release them. In
July following, one of the gentlemcn confined in the
jail at Quebec, became seriously ill from length of con-
finement, and was released by the Council : another
was also shortly after released from the same cause;
and the printer was in the month of August, also turned
out of prison. They however, previous to their en-
largement, gave security to appear to answer to such
bill of indictment as might be afterwards found against
them : a precaution probably intended to save appear-
ances, no bill having ever afterwards been presented
by the crown officers ; nor does it appear that the Go-
vernor at any time seriously intended to risk the test
of a verdict upon their guilt or innocence, which in the
event of an acquittal, must have covered the adminis-
tration with ignominy.

The September Session of the criminal court elapsed
without any attention to the prisoner remaining in con-
finement* who solicitous for a trial,had repeatedly refus-
ed, with manly resolution, a precarious enlargement,
without the opportunity of vindicating his reputationby
the verdict of a jury.He maintained with inflexible per-
severance, the integrity of his conduct and political
opinions, and disclaimed the imputation of treason or
disaffection to the person or government of his Sove-
reign; and the stern Viceroy himself has been heard.
to express an involuntary esteem for the consistency
of his conduct.

The period at which we are arrived lias Leen sarcas-

* Mr. Bedard.
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tically termed the reign of terror. The peremptory
measures of the Governor struck the opposition with
dismmay ; but though he had suppressed, yet he had
not effectually subdued the spirit of the people. The
elections for the new Parliament took place in April,
and the late members again prevailed, almost univer-
sally throughout the province.

The Judge upon whese account the present difiicul-
ties had originated, under the prospect of being called
to the Legislative Council, did not present himself as
a candidate in the county he had recently represent-
ed. He liowever was not afterwards called to the
Legislative Council as he expected ; and we are left to
gonjecture, whether he declined his re-election through
afallacious promise fromthe administration to that pur-
pose, inorder to induce Lim to retire, and by that
means put an end to all strife with the Assembly on
his account, er whether disgusted, with the intrigues
and animosity of the times, he consulted his tranquillity
by a voluntary retirement.

A pause ensued, in which all parties seemed desirous
of repose from the fruitless contest in which they had
been engaged. The prisoners confined at Montreal,
where they had suffered all the inconveniencies and
discomforts of a damp and unhealthy prison, aund the
severity of a surly janitor, were successively released.
One of them* is said to have died of illness contracted
during his imprisonment. The Governor in the mean
time turned his attention to the improvement of the in-
terior of the province, as well as to the cities of Que-
bec and Montreal ; to which he appeinted chairmen

* Mr, Corbeil.
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to preside in the Courts of Quarter Sessions, with annu-
al stipends. He caused a rode to be opened from St.
Giles, in the vicinity ot Quebec, to the township of
Shipton, neme the provincial boundary live; a dis-
tauce of upwards of sixty miles, by a detachment of
troops, which aftorded a short and easy cominunica-
tion for the industrious settlers in the new townships,
with the Quebec market.

The new Parliament met at Quebec on‘ithc 12th er
December, 1810, and the House of Assembly having
re-elected their former Speaker, the Governor alfter
again approving of their choice, informed them by
his speech, “that as he had never doubted the loyalty.
¢ and zeal of the several Parliaments which he had oc-
¢ casion to meet since he assumed the administration of
¢the government of the province : so he relied with
¢ equal assurance, that he would not fail to experience
¢ the same principles in that which he was then ad-
¢ dressing ; and that in the confident expectation that
¢ they werc animnated by the best intentions to pro--
¢ mote the interests of his Majesty’s government, and
¢ the welfare of his people; he should look for the
¢ happy eflects of such a disposition in the tenor of
¢ their deliberations, and the dispatch of the public
¢ business.”

¢ I desire to call your attention (said he) to the tem-
¢ porary act for the better preservation of his Majesty’s
¢ government, as by law happily established in this
* province, and to that for establishing regulations re-
¢ specting aliens, or certain subjects of his Majesty
¢ who have resided in France. No change has taken
* place in the state of the public affairs that can war-
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‘ rant a departure from those precautions,and ilat vigi-
“lance which have hitherto induced ali the Lranches
¢ of the Legisinture to considur these acts as necissary.
¢ In sayving that they are hnportant to the interests o
¢ his Majesty’s government, you will not, I am conti-
¢ dent, for a mowent suppose, that Tincan to divide
‘ these from the interests of the public: they are in-
¢ separable. The preservation of bis Majesty’s govern-
¢ ment is the safety of the province and its security, i-
¢ the only suteguard to the public trauquility.  Undes
¢ these consideraticns } canuot therciore but recom-
¢ mend them, together with the act making temporary
‘provisions for the regulation of trade between this pro-
¢ vince and the United States. to your first and imme-
¢ diate consideration.’

He intreated them to believe, © that he should have
¢ great satistaction in cultivating that harmony and
¢ good understanding which must be so conducive tothe
¢ prosperity and happiness of the colony, and that he
¢ should most readily and cheerfully concur in every
¢ measure which they might propose, tending to pro-
“ mote those important objects.” He concluded by
observing ¢ that the rule of his conduct was to dis-
¢ charge his duty to his sovereign by a constant atten-
¢ tion to the wellare of his subjects which were com-
¢ mitted to his charge. and that he felt these objects
¢ to be promoted by astrict adherence to the laws, and
¢ to the principles of the constitutiou, and by main-
¢ taining in their just balance the rights and privileges
¢ of every branch of the legislature.’

Immediately after delivering his speech, he sent a
message to the House by a member of the executive
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Council, intimating that Mr. Bedard, returned to serve
15 a member for the county of Surrey, was detained
in the common jail for the district of Quebec, undera
warrant of three members of his Majesty’s Executive
Council, by virtue of the act * for the better preserva-
“tion of his Majesty's government as by law Lappily
estublished in this province,’ for treasonable practices.
It was evident from the tenor of the Governor's
Speech, and his subsequent message to the House, that
the renewal of this unpopular act would be insisted upon
by the administration at all hazards. The sentiments
of the majority of the House were without doubt, en-
tirely averse to the recent measures of the administra-
tion. To renew the obnoxious act would be at once an
unequivocal admission on their part, ofits expedience,
and of the propriety of its recent operation. On the
other hand, a refusal might embroil them more then
ever with the executive, and result in consequences
fatal to the tranquillity of the colony. The example
of the two preceding parliaments was still fresh in their
memory, and the inflexible consistency of the Gov-
ernor’s character had overcome the firmness of the
House. They observed in their address to the Gover-
nor, in answer to his speech ‘that they concurred with
his Excellency, that no change had taken place in the
public affairs abroad, that would warrant an altera-
tion of the provisions of the provincial temperary act,
which provided for the better preservation of his Ma-
Jesty’s government ; yet that they thought it their du-
ty to inform his Excellency, that the fears and appres
hensions which prevailed among a great number of
his Majesty’s loyal and faithful subjects in conse-
quence of the execution of this act, would demand
their serious consideration before they could determine
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if its continuation in the whole of its present form and
tenor, would in:ure that confidence between his Majes~
ty’s government aud bLis subjects in Canada, which is
the safeguard of the former, and of the interests of the
public, in themselves inseparable.” They however
piedged themselves that the present act and that re-
specting alicns, would become the object of their most
sericus consideration ¢ fully convinced (said they) that
it is the most serious wish of your Excellency to cul-
tivate that harmony and good understanding which is
so conducive to the prosperity and happiness of the
colony, we shall cheerfully concur in any measure
tending to premote those important objects; objecis
(they observed) more dilicult to be obtained in this
province than in any other of his Majesty’s colonies,
from the diflerence in opinions, customs and prejudi-
ces of his Majesty’s subjects residing therein.  Were-
flect with pain on the efforts which are made to repre-
sent in false colours, and in a measure wide of truth,
the opinions aud sentiments of the different classes of
his Majesty’s subjects in Canada. Following your
Excellency’s example, let every one fulfil his duty to
our august Scvereign by an unremitting attention to
the interests and happiness of his subjects in this col-
ony, and Lie will fecl that a strict adherence to the laws
and principles of the constitution, and a tirm support
of the equal rights and principles of every branch of
the legislature, are the means of securing to his Majes-
ty’s subjects, the full and entire enjoyment of their li-
berty,religious opinions,an property,and whicl cannoi
be more perfectly confirmed to them than Ly the frce
constitution, which it bas pleascd his.most gracious
Majesty and his Parliament to yrant to this previnee.’

Words can scarcely imply a move direct disapprovag



52 ADMINISTRATION OF 1810]

of the recent measures of the Governor, who felt the
force of their reflections, and replied in a way which
1:{t no room in their minds to doubt of his earnest re-
solution to prosecute the renewal of the act in question,
He returned them his acknowledgements for the senti-
meants of loyalty, and the good intentions to promote
the interests of his Majesty’s government, and the wel-
fare of their fellow subjects, expressed in their address,
¢I shall at all times (said he) receive with attention any
‘information or advice that the House of Assembly may
¢ think proper to convey to me : in the present instance,
‘however, I feel myself called on to observe, that my
‘information of the state of the province does not war-
‘rant that which you say you thiak it your duty to give
‘me, of the existence of fears and apprehensions, with
‘relaticn to the execution of the act for the better pre-
¢ servation of his Majesty’s government, at least as ap-
‘ plied to the people in general. If such fears and ap-
‘ prebensicens exist, are they not confined to those who
‘are aware of the possibility of themselves becoming
‘ obnoxious to the operation of the act; the voice
‘of such will be always loud ; and may not their cla-
‘ mor have misled you to suppose them more numerous
‘than Isuppose they really are ? But with regard to the
* good people of the Province, I am so far from think-
‘ ing that they fecl any apprehensions on the subject,
‘that I date the subsiding of the ferment that then
“existed, ond the restoration of the calm that has since
‘prevaile:l among them, precisely from the moment
“at which the execution of that act took place. Sim-
‘ilar means to those formerly employed might again
‘revive the one, and disturb the other, and none
‘perbaps would be more effectual for the purpose
“then infusing amongst them, the fears and appre-
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hensions to which you have alluded. Simple and
uninstructed as they are however, I shall trust
to their good sense for its being found diflicult to
shake their confidence in His Majesty's Govern-
ment, because they find it exercising for their protec-
tion, the means with which it is intrusted by Law, or
because they sce that Government armed with the
power, and ready to step forward should it be neces-
sary to crush the arts of faction, or to meet the ma-
chination of treason. Viewing vour Address in the
light of an answer to my speech, I must remark that
I have been misunderstood in it.

* The harmony and good vnderstanding which T ex-
pressed myself desirous of cultivating, was that har-
mony and good understanding between me and the
other branches of the Legislature which mustbe so con-
ducive to the prosperity and happiness of the Colony.
Whereas I perceive you have applied the expression
more generally to the existence of these principlesin the
community at large. This would be no otherwise of
consequence than as it has furnished you with the op-
portunity of bringing forward a sentiment in which I
desire most cordially and truly to express my entire
concurrence. I shall join with you in feeling pain in
every instance in which the passions of any one part
of His Majesty’s subjects shall lead them to repre-
sent in false colours, and in a manner wide of truth,
the opinions and sentiments of any part of their fel-
low subjects. Without any reference to example, let
every one as you say do his duty to the King and to
the Public, and as you express yourselves aware of
the greater difficulty that exists in this Province in
the attainment of the important object in question, so
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¢ I counficdentiy trust I shall find you on all occasions
Cexerting with advantage the superior opportunity
“which is «Jorded you by your situation as represen-
“ tatives of the people for promoting and cultivating
“ those tine principles of affection and attachment that
“may unite us as a free and happy people.’

"This saveastic reply of the Governor nettled the
ilouse but they were too well acquainted with Lis firm-
ness to proceed to extreises on so nice a point.  The
acts recommended by the Governor were first intro-
dncad and paszed in the Leuvisiative Council, from
whence they were seut down to the Lower House,
where they passed with wnasual speed, although the
[detention of one of tieir members in Prican was the
canse of much murmur and disgust.  This obnoxious
act was therefore relactantiy continued with a salvo
{an amendment iniroduced into the Bill by the Lower
House) of the Rights aund Privileges of either House,
and of the Members of the Provincial Legislature; it
being thercby provided that no Member of either
House shouid be imprisoned or dotained during the
sitting of Parliawent, until the matter of which he
*tood suspected were first communicated to the House
of which he might be a member, and the consent of
that House obtained for his commitment or detention.
It was obvious that the Assembly in this instance
vielded to the menacing tone of the Administration
who must have been conscious from the recent exercise
of,this act for the “better preservation of His Majes-
ty’s Government” and the reluctance with vhich it
was continued for another year, that its total extinction
Could. not be aremote occurrence. The Government
sotwithstanding this clause in the act, still persisted in
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detaining the members in confinement during the Ses-
sion without affording him the means of justifying him-
self by a trial.

A bill to disqualify Judges from being elected and
taking a seat in the House of Assembly was introduced,
and having met the concurrence of both Houses re-
ceived the Royal Sanction. 'This subject of strife be-
ing disposed of, business was carried on with diligence
and dispatch, and some very useful laws were enacted
in the course of the Session. The Governor was in
the mean time notified of his removal from the colonial
Government in pursuance (it was said) of his own re-
quest. On the 21st March, 1811, he progued the Parlia-
ment, and as his speech on the occasion, is the best
testimony to which we can resort for his own opinion
on the character of the times, and of his administra-
tion, we insert a part of it in his own words.

¢ Among the acts to which I have declared hLis Ma-
¢ jesty Assent, there is one which I have seen with pe-
¢ culiar satisfaction. I mean the act for disqualifying
¢ the judges from holding a seat in the House of As-
¢sembly. It is not only that I think the measure right
“in itself, but that I consider the passing an act for
¢ the purpose, as a complete renunciation of the erro-
* neous principle, the acting upon which, put me under
¢ the necessity of dissolving the last Parliament.

¢ Gentlemen, you are now about to return to your

homes, and to mix again in the common mass of your

fellow citizens : let me entreat you to reflect upon

the good that may arise from your eflorts to inculcate

those true principles of regularity and submission to
4
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the laws, that can alone give stability to that degree
of happiness, which is attainable in the present state
of socicty. Your province is in an unexampled pro-
gress of prosperity : riches are pouring in upon the
people, but their attendant evils, luxury and dissipa-
tion, will inevitably accompany them : the danger
of these is too well known to require that I should
detain you by enlarging upon it: it will demand all
the efforts of religion, and of the magistracy, with the
scarcely less powerful influence of example and of ad-
vice in the well disposed and better informed, to coun-
teract their eflects, to preserve the public morals from
sudden relaxation, and, finally, to bar the entry to
crime and depravity.

* A large tract of country, hitherto little known, has
been opened to you ; its inhabitants are industrious and
intelligent, and they cultivate their lands with a pro-
. ductive energy, well calculated to encrease the resour-
ces of the colony. Let them not on these grounds be
objects of envy, or of jealousy ; rather let them be ex-
amples, to be carefully watched and imitated, ’till, in
the whole province, no other difference of fertility
shall appear, but what may arise from variety of soil,
or difference of climate.

¢ And now gentlemen, I have only further to recom-
mend, that as, in an early part of the session, you your-
selves took occaston to observe on the difficulty of the
task, youwill proportionally exert your best endeavours
to do away all mistrust and animosity from among
yourselves :—while these are suffered to remain, all ex-
ertion for the public good must be palsied. No bar
can exist to a cordial union—religious differences pre-
sent none—intolerance is not the disposition of the
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present times—and, living under one government, en-
Joying equally its protection and its fostering care, in
the mutual intercourse of kindness and benevolence, all
others will be found to be ideal. I am earnest in this
advice, gentlemen. It is probably the last legacy of a
very sincere well-wisher, who, if he lives to reach the
presence of his Sovereign, would indeed present him-
self with the proud certainty of obtaining his appro-
bation, if he could conclude his report of his adniinis-
tration, with saying—I found, Sire, the poriion of
your subjects that you committed to my charge, divided
among themselves, viewing each other with mistrust
and jealousy, and animated, as they supposed, by se-
parate interests. I left them, Sire, cordially united in
the bonds of reciprocal esteem and confidence, and
rivalling each other only in aflectionate attachment to
your majesty’s government, and in generous exertions
for the public good.’

In this, as well as in his former speeches to the le-
gislature, we find the sentiments of a wan of frankness
and of character. Although he is thought by many to
have been under the influence of party, he was cer-
tainly unconscious of it, as nothing appears to have
bcen more despicable in his mind than party intrigue.

Shortly after the prorogation of Parliament the pri-
son door was left open to the member in confinement,
withcut any explanation of the cause of his imprison-
ment, or of the motives of his enlargement. By some,
his release was attributed to orders from his Majesty’s
ninisters to that effect; by others to a conviction in
the mind of the Governor of his innocence, or at least,
of his having made ample atonement for his errors (if
any) by the length and duresse of his confinement.
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On the 19th of June 1811, he embarked on board
His Majesty’s Ship Amelia, for England ; leaving Mr,
Dunn in charge ofthe Government of the colony, and
Licutenant-General Drumyoxp in command of the
forces in the Canadas, consisting of 445 artillery, 3,783
regular troops, and 1,226 Fencibles, in all 5,454 men,
e seemed disgusted with the cares of a government,
in which he had experienced but crosses and mortifi-
cation. leis said to have expressed at the moment of
his departure, an ambiguous reflection on the decep-
tion, and ingratitude of mankind: whether his obser-
vation were intended to be general, or aimed at some
of those immediately concerned with bim in the con-
duct of public affairs, we are left to imagine. His
health had long been wasting away with a dropsy and
other infirmities contracted in the service of his coun-
{ry, and he doubted whether he should live to see the
end of his voyage, which he however survived some
months. The feelings of the public were, upon his
departure for England, variously expressed, according
to the opinions and prejudices of parties, which, under
his administration had been inflamed to a greater pitch
than at any former period since the conquest. His ad-
ministration was certainly unpopular among the great
mass of the people; and although tenacious of and
consistent in his measures, he was evidently influenced
by the councils originating in timid and vissionary ap-
prebensions of danger. The severity of his measures
gave just grounds to expect some conclucive evidence
of the guilt of those who had concurred bLis displea-
sure, but we have not even secn an attempt to palli-
ate that exercise of power, which in the total absence
of any vindication of its expedience, we must attribute
to the fervour of party heat. Rigorous as they were
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they might bave been rendered still more so, had
the Governor been less sensible of tle gencral good
disposition of the colony, or listened more to the sug-
gestions of those who had involved him imperceptibly
in their quarrel with the people. The Proclamation
issued at the period alluded to, shews the conviction
under which we may fairly believe him to have acted
but when we reflect upon the animosity of the times,
we have cause to suspect, that the sources from whence
his information was derived, are liable to some ohjec-
tiouns, which Lowever, it must have been diflicult, nay,
almost impossible for him to have discriminated until it
was too late.  On the eve of his departure, an action
of damages was instituted on the part of several of the
proprietors of the Cunadicn press, apainst the magis-
trate who had seized it. This action proved abortive.
The fact 1s mentioned, as it must have caused the Go-
vernor to reflect, that although he had put down with
force, the animosities which agitated his adninistration,
he had strack a blow, probably more important in its
results, than the most hostile adversaries of his adinin-
istration could have wished.

Sir Jasmes Hexry Craxe had been from his youth in
the service of his country, and owed to merit alone,
his rank and consideration in the army. He had upon
several occasions distinguished himself as an able ge-
neral.  He was corpulent in person, and rather below
the middle stature : his features were strong and regu-
lar, his aspect severe and imposing : his deportment
was manly and dignified: in society he was polite,
frank and aftable. He is said to have been positive
in his opinions, and therefore prompt and decisive in
his measures. To a clcar and comprehensive judgment,
he united the best qualitics of the Leart o o T thgod

s
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hasty in temper, he was easily reconciled to those who
might have involuntarily incurred his displeasure, In
fine, he seems to have possessed all the sterling and un-
disguised virtues that distinguish the soldier, and some
of the qualities that constitute an able statesman. Men
differ widely in opinion with respect to his administra-
tion, yet few will deny him the merit of disinterested-
ness and integrity in the discharge of his public duties;
and although in the performance of the important and
complicated functions of his post, he may have erred,
we cannot but do his memory the justice to believe,
that he was guided by sincerity ; and that the objects
of his administration, however fallacious the means he
pursued for their attainment, were the concord, the
prosperity and the happiness of the people intrusted
to his care,
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CHAPTER III.

Arrival of Sir George Prevost. DMajor General Brock ussumes the ga-
vernment of Upper-Canada. The Governor makes the tour of the Up-
per-District.  Meeting of the Provincial Parliament. Procecdings of
the Assembly. Prorogation. Henry's Mission. Militia Embodied.
Declaration of War by America. Governor As<cmbles the Legislature
Army Bill Act. Riot at Lachine. Capture of Michillimackinac. In-
vasion of Upper-Canada. Retreat of the Enemy. Battle of Magua-
go. Capture of Detroit. Armistice. Its rejection by the Awmericam
Government.

— T

FTER an interregnum of nearly three months, Siv
Georce Prevostarrived at Quebec, and assumed
the Government of Lower-Canada, having succeeded
Sir James H. Craic in the chicr command of the Bri-
tish North American Provinces The known mildness
of his character, and the popularity of his administra-
tion in Nova-Scotia, from which he had been just pro-
moted, afforded a hope that the present administration
of the government in Lower-Canada would prove
more auspicious to the internal union of the people
than the preceding. The trying juncture into which
the policy of America hurried these provinces, impres-
sed the people with serious apprehensions, and all par-
ties seemed to concur in a desire for unanimity, as the
chief barrier of the public security.

To succeed in abolishing the strife which had so
rapidly gained ground during the late administration
could scarcely have been deemed attainable ; but an
indifference and disregard for party animosity, and
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1 fair, inpartiad distribution of the royal confidence,
might in a moment of coimon danger, reconcile and
unite parties in the common defence.  Such seems to
have been the policy studied by the present adminis-
tration. A war with Great Dritain had been long
contemplated by the rulers in America, and a seasona-
ble moment only was sought for, to grasp at these pro-
vinces which they had fallaciously been induced to
believe were ripe for revolt, and would therefore fall a
willing conquest to America. The peninsular war had
enorossed the attention and resources of the mother
country, and the Canadas were necessarily the less
amply provided with means to encounter the struggle
in which they were likely soon to be engaged. The
coffers were exbausted, nor were hopes entertained of
their being speedily replenished from home : the regu-
lar forces were too thin to preserve an extensive fron-
tier of some huundred miles against the pressure of an
enemy, whicly, if united, must become irresistable, and
the Canadians though naturally brave and hardy, and
attached to their constitution, might from recent oc-
currences be fairly presumed to have been so far dis-
gusted, as to leave a doubt of their hearty co-opera-
tion aind zealin the cause.  Such was the gloomy pros-
pect of aflairs at the outset of the present administra-
tion, and the Governor must have foreseen that his re-
sources in the event of a rupture with America, lay
more in the loyalty and patriotism of the Canadian
population, than in the hope of early reinforcements
fr0113 home. To develope the resources and combine
the jarring energies of the country, required the efforts
of something more than ordinary genius.

q v .
~oon after the Governor's arrival, General Brock
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was appointed President and Administrator of the Go-
vernment in Upper-Canada, instead of Lieutenaut-
Governor Gore, had who retived from the Govern-
ment of that Province, by permission. To obtain a
local knowledge of the frontiers of the lower province
which were likely soon to be the theatre of war, Sir
George on the 26th September set out with his suit
and visited the District of Montreal, and the forts of
St. Johw’s, Chambly, William Henry and the military
positions iu their neighbourhood. From the period of
his arrival until the opening of Parliament, we meet
with no extraordinary occurrence.

The Parliament met on the 21st February, 1812.
The Governor in his speech informed the legislature,
that Laving been appoiuted by the Prince Regent to
the Chief Command of the British American Provinces,
he had hastened in obedience to his orders to assume
the Administration of Lower-Canada, but that his
Commission net having arrived, he continued to admi-
nister the Government under a provincial authority to

“that cfiect. He congratulated them on the brilliant
~achievements which had attended the British arios in

the deliverance of Portugal, and for the rescue of Spain
from the tyranny of the Ruler of France. ¢ Notwith-

-¢ standing (said he) the astonishing changes that mark

¢ the age in which we live, the inhabitants of this por-

. tion of the Empire have witnessed, but as remote

i

¢ spectators the awful scenes which desolate Europe;

¢ and while Britain ¢ built by nature for Lerself against

¢ infection and the hand of war,” has had her political

. ¢ existence involved in the fate of surrounding nations,

¢ you have hitherto, undisturbed in the habitations of
¢ vour fathers, viewed without alarm, the distant storm

*which now secms bending its courze towards this peace-
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¢ ful & happy region.” Herecommended an increased
and unremitted care and vigilance in securing the col-
ony from either open invasion or insidious aggression,
and he hoped the Parliament would testify its loyalty
by an early attention to those acts, which experience
had proved essential for the preservation of his Majes-
ty’s government, as also by its readiness in supplying
government with such aid as should be suitable to the
exigence of the times, by enabling the loyal Canadian
subjects to assist in repelling any sudden attack madé
by a tamultuary force, and eflectually to participate in
the defence of their country, against a regular invasion
at any future period. The Assembly in answer, assur-
ed the Governor that they would give their attention
to those acts, which he regarded as essential to His
Majesty's government, notwithstanding the repugnance
they might feel from an improper use of one of them,*
and the bad effects which might have resulted there-
from to his Majesty’s government, had it not been for
the unshaken fidelity of his Majesty’s loyal Canadian
subjects, and their conviction of the goodness of his go-
vernment, and the transient inconveniencies which from
the common fate of human things were inevitable;
assuring him however, that the confidence they placed
in his Excellency, considerably diminished their fears
of the use, which mizht thereafter be made of this act,
In reply to this, the Governer brieily expressed his re-
gret, that they should have thought it cxpedient to re-
vert to any proceedings which had t:ken place under
any one of these acts, and earnestly rccommended to
them as the most eflectual means of ensuring tranquil-
lity to the Province, and of evincing their zeal for the

* Mearin« the «Act for the hetter preservaiion of His Majesigs
Cavernment i
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pablic good, to direct their attention solely tothe pre-
sent situation of affuirs.  Although the meaning of the
Governor’s reply could not be misunderstood by the
Assembly, they were too deeply concerned in the cvents
of the last administration to leave them at rest, and at
an advanced period of the Session, they came to the
resolution, ¢that it was a justice due to the 2ood cha-
‘racter of his Majesty’s Canadian subjects, that some
¢ measure should be adopted by the House, to cequaint
* his Majesty of the events that took place in the Pro-
‘vince under the administration of Sir James Henry
¢ Craig, its late Governor, and the causes which gave
¢ rise to the same, in order that his Majesty, in bis pater-
*nal gooduness, might take such steps as would prevent
“a recurrence of a similar administration, which tend-
‘ ed to misrepresent the good aud faithtul people of the
¢ Province, and to deprive them of the confidence and
¢ affection of his Majesty, and from feeling the goed ef-
¢ fects of his government in the ample manner that the
‘law provided.” This resolution was not carried into
effect owing to the intervention of more urgent con-
cerns. Inthe mean time a bill, ¢ for the better preser-
vation of his Majesty’s government’ was drawn up, and
sent down from the Legislative Council to the Lower
House. Here several amendinents were proposed, the
principal of which was, to transfer the power formerly
vested in the Executive Council, of imprisoning persons
suspected of treasonable practices, to the Governor, or
person administering the government, alone. The
Legislative Council disapproving of the amendments,
a conference ensued; but both branches persevering in
their opinions, the bill miscarried to the satisfaction of
the Lower House, who were glad of a pretext to allow
this odious law to expire. The consideration of appoint-
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iy an agent in England was resumed by the House in
the present session, and the expedience of providing a
fund for the payment of the Members of the House of
Assembly was also discussed, and a Bill was introduced
to that effect, which however failed. The Militia Bill
passed after much debate in the Lower House. The
Governor was authorised by it to embody two thou-
sand Bachelors between the age of eighteen and twen-
ty-five years for three months in the year ; and in case
of invasion or imminent danger thereof, to retain them
for one year, relieving one halfof the number embodi-
ed, by fresh drafts at the expiration of that period. In
the event of war, invasion, insurrection, or imminent
danger thereof, he was empowered to embody the
whole militia of the province, should it become ne-
cessary. No substitutes were allowed, nor were com-
missioned officers permitted to take any militiamen as
servants, under a penalty of ten pounds for every
offcnce of that nature. These provisions from their
harshness and inconsistency were however winked at
inactual service. It was made penal to inlist any mili-
tiamen into the regular forces, and such enlistments
were declared null. Twelve thousand pounds were
granted by the Legislature, one moiety thereof for
drilling and training the local militia, the other moiety
for other purposes of the militia act. Twenty thousand
pounds were granted, to be employed for such servi-
ces as the safety of the province, and the exigence of
the times might require, and the further Sum of thirty
thousand pounds currency, to be at the Governor’s
disposal in case of war between Great Britain and
America. These liberal supplies enabled the Govern-
ment to meet the approaching contest with confidence
:a the patriotism and support of the provincial Legis-
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lature, and of the whole mass of the Canadian popula-
tion. On the nineteenth of May the Governor proro-
gued the House of Assembly.

In his Speech he thanked the House for the lubour
they had bestowed upon the improvement of the mili-
tia system, and for the increased means they had
thereby aflorded him for the defence of the Province :
He also expressed his best thanks for the proofs he
had received of their confidence in his Administration,
by the very liberal provision they had made for the
exigencies of the public service.

About this time a ferment existed in America, excit-
ed by the discovery of the Henry Plot, which the Gov-
ernment of that Country exaggerated into an att: ppt
on the part of this Government to bring about a »vo
lution among the eastern states, and to dissolve the
union. John Henry, a needy adventurer, though a
man of some talents and address, is said to have been
by birth an Irishman, and to have emigrated when a
y ruth to America, where, through the interest of friends
he was appointed a Captain in the militia, and from
thence bore the name of Captain Henry. Not suc-
ceeding in America to the extent of his wishes, he mi-
grated to Montreal, where he found means to ingrati-
ate himself with some of the principal personages of
this Province, and commenced his studies at law, with
a view of qualifying himself for a seat in the judiciary
of Upper Canada, to which, he was already ambitious
enough to aspire. He easily worked himself by in-
trigue into the Governor’s notice, who, from the pro-
ceedings of the Federal Faction in the eastern states,
had room to suspect the existence of a desire on their
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part, to form a political connection with Great Britain.
In order therefore to ascertain the state of parties and
their views, Henry, being acquainted with the country,
and considered a man accomplished for political in-
trigue, was selected, who, with a view of turning it to
his advantage, readily accepted of the mission, and
proceeded to Boston, where he sauntered away his
time in the public houses and brothels of that city,
writing from time to time to Canada.* His studied
and ostentatious epistles, must rather have amused
than instructed the Governor, who indeed, derived less
information from them, than from the public journals
of the times. Henry, however estimated his services
wuch beyond any thing his employer was disposed to
admit of, and therefore resorted for a compensation to
the Government at home. In a Memorial to Lord
Liverpool, stating his services, he suggested that the
appointment of Judge Advocate General of Lower
Canada, with the salary of five hundred pounds per
annum, or a2 Consulate in the United States sine cure,
would be considered by him as a liberal discharge of
any obligation that Government entertained in rela-
tion to his services. The prudent Minister held the
royal favors in too high estimation to prostitute
them upon a mercenary and intriguing vagrant, and
coolly referred him to the colonial Government, then
in charge of Sir George Prevost. The proud spirit,
or perhaps the indigence of the adventurer, could not
brook the delay and indifference of the Minister, who,
he clearly saw, by referring him to the colonial gov-
ernment, only wished to evade a direct refusal to his ap-
plication. Chargrined with disappointment, he made
his way to America, where (as it is confidentially said)

* This happened in the eonrse of the winter of 1809.
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upon receiving a stipulated sum, he, in resentment to
the British, delivered up his correspondence to the
American Government. The Henry Plot (it was so de-
nominated) was clamoured through America, as a
crime of the deepest dye on the part of Great Britain,
tending to disorganise the Government, to dismember
the union, and to destroy the independence of the
States. The fictious and exaggerated importance
which the American Government affected to attach to
this trivial maiter, had however, some influence in
confirming the spirit of hostility towards Great Bri-
tain which, at that time pervaded America, and short-
ly after broke out in open war. This self-sufficient
miscreant having as he fancied, taken ample vengeance
upon the government of his native country, could not
with any degree of decency remain in the States, from
whence he sailed for France in an American sloop of
war, carrying with him the reward of his treason, and
the universal contempt of mankind.

The Governor by a General Order of the 28th May
organized four battalions of embodied militia, in vir-
tue of the late Act. The first Battalien rendezvous’d
at Point aux Trembles near Quebec, under the Com-
mand of Colonel De Salaberry, the second, at Lapra-
irte near Montreal, commanded by Colonel De Rou-
ville, the tiird, zt Berthicr in the District of Montreal,
Commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Cuthbert, and the
fourth, at St. ‘Tlomas near Qucbec, commanded by
Lieutenant Cclonal Taschereau. The alacrity with
which they were filled, and the cheerfulness with which
the young men submitted to the restraints of discipline,
reflected credit upon the military character of the Can-
adians, This proof of the zcal and the loyalty of the
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people must have inspired Government with hopes of
a successful resistance against the approaching war,
and a reciprocal confidence between the Governor and
the people seems to have resulted as much from the
the danger of the moment, as from any studied policy
on the part of the present administration. They who
had incurred the displeasure of the late Governor
were treated with confidence, and gradually appoint-
ed to situations of trust. A Regiment of Canadian Vol-
tigeurs was recruited, and placed under the command
of Major De Salaberry of the 60th regiment of foot,
which in the course of the war became eminent for
discipline, and its steadiness in action, as well as for
the fatiguing duties on which it was unremittingly em-
ployed.

Peclaration 01 the 16th June, the American Govern-
of War by A- ment declared War against Great Britain,
merca. and on the 24th, the event was known at
Quebec, where it caused an immediate stagnation in
business.  The Province was however now in some
measure prepared for defence: yet so bold a measure
on the part of America necessarily created a belief that
the cabinet of Washington must have relied upon some
unknown resources, which when developed for action,
would secure the conquest ofthese colonies. A notifica-
tion was immediately made by the police, that all Ame-
rican citizens must leave Quebec by the first of July,
and be out of that district on the third of the same
month. On the last day of June, the period was ex-
tended by the Governor’s proclamation : fourteen days
were allowed to such Americans as were in the pro-
vince, they being principally persons who had entered
the same in good faith, and in the prosecution cf com-
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mercial pursuits. On the same day, proclamations is-
sued imposing an embargo upon the shipping in the
port, and convoking the House of Asscmbly on the 16th
of July.

At the opening of the Secssion, the Governor, after
briefly informing the Parliament of the reeent declar-
ation of war by America, said, he relied upon the spirit
of his Majesty’s subjects in the province, their attach-
ment and zeal for the religion of their forefathers, their
loyalty to their Sovereign, and their ardent love for
the true interests of their country ; and that he should
depend implicitly under divine providence, upon their
best exertions, aided by the courage and loyalty of the
militia, and by the valour, skill, and discipline of His
Majesty’s regular forces, for repelling every hostile at-
tempt that might be made upon the colony. He ob-
served with concern that the necessary establishment
of the Militia Forces, together with the various servi-
ces and operations of the approaching campaign,
would be attended with considerable expence, but that
he relied upon their wisdom and public spirit, for such
supplies as the exigencies of affairs might be found to
require : he at the same time expressed his approba-
tion of the embodied militia, and his confidence in their
increasing discipline, which encouraged an expectation
that they would materially contribute to the defence
of their country.

The public coffers being entirely drained, the Go-
vernor, to obviate the deficicncy, resolved to issue Ar-
my Bills payable either in cash, or in Government Bills
of Exchange on London, but the concurrence of the
Legislature in this m;a;ure was indispensable; as weil
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to insure their currency, as to provide funds for the
paywment of the interest that might become due upon
them. Two private and confidential Messages were
sent to the House of Assembly by the Governor; one,
submitting to its consideration the necessity of immedi-
ately strengthening the hands of governmaent, by arm-
ing him with authority to suppress any attempt to pro-
duce disorder or insubordination, and for immediate
punishinent of any offences whieh might interrupt or
endanger the public tranquillity, which he trusted the
Liegislature would have the less hesitation in doing,
fromn its conviction that he could at all times, by virtue
of his commission, avail himself of the power of declar-
ing martial law to its fullest extent; and from the per-
suasion which he trusted was entertained by the House,
that in seeking from them a partial exercise of it, he
could have no other object in view than the preserva-
tion of the tranquillity and welfare of the province,
with the least possible injury to the public convenience.
The other represented the want of specie to satisfy
the demands of the increasing militia and military
establishments, and the impossibility of procuring mo-
ney to the extent required for government bills of
exchange. He at the same time laid before the House,
an opinion and advice of the Executive Council, asto
the most effectual mode of resource from which a de-
ficiency in the circulating medium might be supplied,
recommending the issue of Army 3ills under certain
conditions to the amount of two hundred and fifty
thousand pounds currency. He therefore called upon
the House of Assembly for such aid as might be deem~
ed expedient for the accomplishment of an object, ren-
dered more peculiarly important by the present extra-
ordinary crisis of public affairs, and strongly recom-
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mended to them the adoption of such measures as
should inspire confidence in the persons taking thesc
bills, and guard both the public and individuals ;igainsf
the possibility of any loss to arise from them.

The House of Assembly appears from its silence on
the subject of the former message, to have cautiousiy
declined any measure tending to sanction a recurrencs
to martial law, or at least, to have lett the responsi-
bility with the Governor, of exercising in the event of
need, those powers with which he thought himself vest-
ed in virtue of his commission: the same House how-
ever in the following session resolved that martial law
could not be legally re:orted to, unless with the au-
thority of the Provincial Parliament.

A Bill to facilitate the circulation of Army Bills was
introduced, and the liberality of the House of Assembly
surpassed the hopes of the Executive. Fifteen thou-
sand pounds were granted to pay the interest that
might become due upon Army Bills, of which two hun-
dred and fifty thousand pounds were authorized to be
put in circulation, (large Bills of twenty-five dollars,
and upwards, bearing interest at the rate of four pence
per day for every one hundred pounds.) They were
made current in the Revenue, were to have the efiect
of a legal tender, and were redeemable at the Army
Bill Office, either in cash, or Government Bills of Ex-
change on London, at the option of the commander of
the forces. Small billsof four dollars were at all times
payable in cash at the Army Bill Office. ~ All contracts
in which any distinction should be made between Ar-
my Bills and cash, were to be void ; and at the expira-
tion of five years, all those who might then be holders
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of such Army Bills, were entitled to receive the amount
of the same with interest due upon them, out of the
Provincial Treasury. To defray the expence of the
Army Bill Office in issuing, circulating and conceal-
ing the Army Bills, the Legislature also granted the
further sum of two thousand five hundred pounds per
annum. On the first day of August 1812, this Bill re-
ceived the Royal Sanction, and the Governor proro-
gued the Parliament, with acknowledgements for the
liberal aid they had granted him, to meet the exigencies
of the public service. This seasonable provision of
the Legislature, at once enabled government to meet
the demands of the public service, and revived the pub-
lic spirit. A want of means at so urgent a crisis must
bave paralysed the energies of government, and this
circumstance alone, might have created a doubt in the
minds of the Canadians, of the indifference of the mo-
ther country towards the colony, that would bhave in-
duced a despondency fatal to these provinces.

In the mean time the cities of Quebec and Montreal
assumed a military aspect. The sedentary militia re-
gularly attended drill and exercise; and all classes
manifested an ardent zeal for the public service, verg-
ing upon enthusiasm. On the 5th of July, (the re-
gular troops having previously left Quebec for the dis-
trict of Montreal) the sedentary militia of Quebec
commenced garrison duty, and the Montreal militia
soon followed the example. On the 6th, the whole mili-
tia of the province, were, by a general order, com-
manded to hold themselves in readiness to be embodi-
ed, and march to such points as might be requisite for
the defence of the province; and the flank companies

of the Montreal militia, were formed into a battalion
and armed,
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Cfiix?f atLa- A riot which occurred 'in t.he neighbour-

hood of Montreal at this time, the pro-
gress whereof, was however promptly checked by the
interposition of the military, deserves to be mentioned.
Some young men who had been drafted into the em-
bodied militia from the parish of Point Claire, refused
to join the battalion into which they were dralted :
four of the delinquents were apprehended after some
opposition by their adherents, who haviug rescued one.
threatened to assemble and proceed to Laprairie, and
bring away such of their friends as had already joined
the embodied militia at that depot. On the ensuing
day, a mob assembled at Lachine, to the number of
between three and four hundred (some estimate them
at a greater number,) of whoem, nearly eighty were
armed with fusils and fowling pieces: being deaf to
remonstrance, it was judged expedient to call out the
military, and accordingly the light company of the
49th regiment, and a detachment of artillery with two
field pieces, under the command of Major Plenderleath,
proceeded from Montreal, accompanied with a magis-
trate ; who upon arriving at Lachine, remonstrated
with the rioters upon their misconduct. They, in an-
swer, gave him to understand, that they were informed
the militia bill had not been sanctioned by the Gover-
nor and Legislative Council, and that necessarily, the
militia law was not in force. They, however, with re-
peated shouts of F'ive le Iioi, declared they were rea-
dy, one and all, to serve the King against the common
enemy, should the Governor call for their services.—
The ferment was already too high, to hope for any ad-
vantage from argument. The Riot Act being there-
fore read, the magistrate ordered them to disperse,
and upon their refusing to comply, a round shot wis
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fired by the artillery, too high to do injury, in order to
intimidate them. 'This was instantly returned by the
mob in a spirited manner, with small arms: a volley
was then fired by the troops with grape and small arms,
but :till purposely too elevated to do any harm : this
was also returned by the mob. From this determin-
ed resistance, decision became absolutely necessary,
znd the troops were orderedto direct their fire against
il.e rioters who alimost immediately dispersed, keeping
up a straggling fire from the bushes, and concealed by
the darkness, which began to set in. One man was
found dead, and anothier dangerously wounded. A few
prisoners were taken and sent to Montreal. On the
following day a detachment of the Montreal militia,
consisting of four hundred and fifty men, marched for
Point Claire, and from thence to St. Lawrent, in the
rear of the Island of Montreal, and brought into town,
twenty-four of the delinquents, who, with thirteen al-
ready in custody, made thirty-seven in all. Many
others came into Montreal to crave the Governor’s par-
don, which, after reproving their misconduct and point-
ing out the danger wherein they had placed themselves,
he granted, upon condition of their giving up the de-
serters of the embodied militia, and declaring the ring-
Jeaders of the riot. Twelve or fourteen of these delu-
ded inen were afterwards brought to trial and convict-
ed of riotinz, and were condemned to fines and impri-
soninent.

Heastilities had in the mean time commenced in Up-
per Canada, and the most brilliant success dawned
upon the British arms in that quarter. Captain Rob-
erts who was staticned at the small post or block house
of St. Jeseph's, situated on an Island in Liake Huron,
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to the north west of Mackinac, and at about forty-five
miles distant, on the eighth of July received from Gen,
Brock, commanding in Upper Canada, a notification
dated on the 26th June, of the declaration of war, with
orders to make an immediate attack uwpon Mackinac it
practicable ; or, in the event of an attack by the Ame-
ricans upon St Joseph's, to defend it to the utmost, or
retreat upon St. Mary’s, a post belonging to the North-
West Company at no great distance, and to make the
best possible defence. He at the same time received
from that officer, another letter dated the 27th June,
suspending the orders given in the former lctter, fromn
his uncertainty of the declaration of war. On the 11th
of July, he again received despatches from Sir George
Prevost, dated at Quebec on the 25th June, and from
General Brock dated at Fort George in Upper Cana-
da, on the 28th June ; the former of these notifving the
war, and directing him to take every precaution to se-
cure his post against any attempt by the enemy, and
to render every assistance in his power consistent with
the service, to secure the interests of the North West
Company, and in case of necessity to effect his re-
treat. By the latter, General Brock, being sufliciently
informed of the declaration of war by America against
Great Britain, desired Captain Roberts to adopt the
most prompt and effectual measures to possess himself
of Mackinac, and directed him, in order to effect his
purpose, to call to his assistance the Indians within his
influence, as well as the gentlemen and dependants of
the North West and South West Companies, who might
be at, or near his post. The contrariety of instructions
from the two General Officers, with the great hazard in
attempting to seize upon a post of the strongth «nd im-
portance of Mackinac to the United States, which there
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was reason to presume, had prepared that post against
any emergency, could not fxzil to perplex Captain
Roberts, who, not only, was totally unprepared for an
expedition of such moment, but being in a wild and
uninhabited country, was also, at too great a distance
from resources to maintain even his own post against
the encmy, in the event of failure in the present enter-
prise. He, however, with a promptitude and decision
which reflects honor wupon his military character,
determined to attack DMackinac; and having com-
municated his intentions to Mr. Potliier, a gentleman
of the South West Company, then at St. Joseph’s, he
was confirmed inhisresolution, by the approbation and
zeal with which Mr. P. concurred in the enterprise ;
who, to facilitate it, gencrously threw open the stores
of the company, and laid every thing in them that
could contribute to its success, at the disposal of capt.
Roberts. He at the same time voluuteered his personal
serviees upon the expedition, attended with about one
hundred and sixty Canadian Voyageurs, one half of
whom were armed with muskets and fowling pieces.—
On the 15th July, capt. Roberts had prepared his lit-
tle armament, consisting of tlirty regulars, with two
artillery mmen and a serjeant, one hundred and sixty
Canadians, and two iron field pieces, neither of which
in an emergency could be of much service ; when an
express arrived with a despatch from General Brock,
of the fourth of the same month, leaving it entirely at
his discretion to adopt either offensive or defensive
measures, as prudence might dictate. From this last
despatch, coupled with his instructions from the Com-
mander of the forces, of the 25th of June, in which no
allusion was wade to an attempt upon Mackinac,
capt. Roberts felt that the whole responsibility of the
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enterprise devolved upon himself, and that incalculable
evil must result to the Upper Province in the event of
failure. I'inding his men in high spirits, he was deter-
mined to persevere at all events, and on the 16th of
July he set out with his flotilla of boats and canoes,
convoyed by the Caledonia brig belonging to the
North West Company, loaded with stores and pro-
visions. On the ensuing morning, he effected Lis land-
ing before Mackinac witliout opposition, and imme-
diately summoned the garrison to surrender, which,
Capture of after a few minutes, was complied with,
Mackinae.  without the eflusion of a drop of blood.

Capt. Roberts in resolving upon an attack against
Mackinac, had imposed an embargo upon all boats and
canoes at St. Joseph’s, by which n:cans all connnuni-
cation was cut off, nor had the American officer any
certain intelligeunce of the dcclaration of war previous
to the arrival of the British before Mackinac.* A
quantity of military stores of every description suit-
able for the Indian trade was found in the fort. Two
vussels, loaded with furs, not aware of the capture,
were decoyed into Mackinac, but the property was re-
stored to the proprietors, by order of a board of claims
afterwards held at Montreal, at which Major General
De Rottenburgh presided. This achicvement, effected
by the promptitude and judicious arrangements of
capt. R. not only inspired the people with confidence,
and gave a turn to the present campaign fu‘tal to t.he
views of America, by enabling us to mantan our 1n-
fluence among the Indian nations of the West, which
otherwise must have been lost, which essentially con-

* The garrison at Mackinac (correctly called Michilimackinac) con-
sisted of a Captain's Command of about 75 men
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tributed to the successful struggle afterwards maintain-
ed against the American arms in Upper-Canada. Gen.
Hull, after the capture of his army and the fall of De-
troit, in his official despatch, relative to these events,
attributes his disasters to the fall of Mackinac; after
the surrcnder of which, almost every tribe and nation
of Indians, except a part of the Miamies and Delawares,
north from beyond Lake Superior, west from beyond
the Mississippi, south from Ohio and the Wabash, and
east from every part of Upper Canada, and from all
the intermeaiate country joined in open hostility against
the army he commanded.

Previous to the declaration of war, the American go-
vernment had concentrated their army at Detroit, and
in the Michigan Territory, under the command of Bri-
gadier General Hull, (an officer bred in the revoluti-
onary war,) with the intent of following up their decla-
ration of war, by an immediate invasion of Upper
Canada, and by that means to intercept the British
influence over the Indians, as well as to maintain co-
operating relations with such forces as might be else-
where engaged against the British Provinces.

First Invasi-  OR the 12th of July, this Ofiicer, pos-
g:n(;{ial.'pper- sessed of discretionary authority from his
government, and having, as he thought, a

sufficient force to secure an easy and victorious pro-
gress in the Upper Province, crossed without opposi-
tion from Detroit to Sandwich on the British side, with
an army of about fifteen hundred men. Here he esta-
blished his head quarters, and issued a Proclamation,
memorable for the positive and pompous tone in which
he auticipates the easy conquest of Canada, (and the
hostile threat of extermination and indiscriminate
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slaughter of every White Man wha should be found
fighting by the side of an Indian.* General Brock,
upon receiving this proclamation at Fort George, is-
sued on the 22d July, a proclumation as rcmarkable
for the solid reasoning and dignity of its language, as
that of the American, for its presumption. He imme-
diately convoked the Provincial Parliament, which as-
sembled on the 28th at York, the capital of Upper
€Canada; and in the mean time despatched Coloncl
Proctor with such reinforcemenis as could be spared,
to assume the command at Amherstburg, then in charge
of Lieut. Col. St. George.

General Hull remained for some time inactive, under
pretext of making preparation to prosecute the cam-
paign with vigour; but it was the fallacious hope of
an early insurrection in his favour that luiled him into
a supiness fatal to the safety of his army. Amherst-
burgh lay but eighteen miles below him, and the mud
and picketed fortification of that post was not in a
condition to male resistance against a regular siege.
The American, confident of an easy conquest, had not,
as yet a single cannon or mortar mounted, and to en-
deavour to take it at the point of the bayonet, he
‘thought inexpedient. During this delay his situation
became more and more precarious : three detachments
from his army were, on three successive days, beaten
back by a handful of the 41st regiment and a few In-
dians, from the bridge over the river Canard, three
miles from Awmherstburgh, which they endeavoured to
seize, in order to open the route to that post Another
detachment, in attempting to ford the river higher up,
was put to flight by a small party of eightecn or

* See Appeudix C.
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twenty Indians who lay concealed in the grass. The
enemy, panic struek at their sudden and hideous yell,
fled with precipitancy, leaving their arms, accoutre-
ments and bhaversacks. The British sloop of war
Queen Charlotte,carrying eighteen twenty-four poun- .
ders, lay in the Detroit River, oppesite the mouth of
the river Canard, so that it was impossible for the
Americans to convey by water to Aniherstburgh any
artillery, of which after much labour they had at last
mounted two twenty-four pounders. Lieutenant Rol-
lette commanding the armed Brig Hunter, had on the
Jd of July at about ten o’clock in the forenoon, by a
bold attempt in his barge, with onlysix men, succeed-
ed in capturing the Cayahoga® Packet bound from
Miami river to Detroit with troops, and loaded with
baggage, and the Hospital Stores of the American ar-
my, the loss of which was now severely felt. Michili-
mackinac in his rear, had been taken since the com-
mencement of the invasion, while the Indians from that
quarter were flocking into the British standard. Our
* The merit of this gallant action which greatly contributed to mar the
plansof General Hull, by the total loss of all his hospital stores, bas
Leen more than once undeservedly attributed to a person who never
saw the Cayahoge until Lieutenant Rollette had brought her safe into
harbour, to the surprize and admiration of every one present. Itisno
more than justice, to which Lient. Rollette is strictly entitled, to assert
that his services upon Lake Erie, while he commanded the Hunter, and
until he was compelled as a ProvinciaL Orricer to fall in the rear of
the Lieutenants of the RovarL Navy, were uniformly successful, and
hiave not heen excelled by any thing performed on the Lakes bythe
officers of the navy, who supcrseded the provincial officers. The for-
mer were perhaps superior in tactics, and cherished a hearty though
mistaken contempt for the Ainericans, in which they have been since
wofully undeceived. The provincialofficers were surely not less hrave,
though more prudent than the former, and as things have turned out,
our fleets on Lakes Eric and Champlain might as well have been en-
trusted to provincial, as navy officers. The former with one or two ex-
ceptions; have heen always more successful on the lakes than the latter.
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naval force being superior on the lake, Colonel Proc-
tor pushed over to Brownstown, a village nearly oppo-
site to Aumherstburgh, twenty miles below Detroit, a
small detachment of the 11st regiment under the com-
mand of Captain Tallon, with a few Indians, who on
the 5th of August surprised and routed a party of two
hundred Americans under Major Vanhorne, on their
way from Detroit to the River Raisin, to meet a de-
tachment of volunteers from Ohio under Capt. Brush,
with a convoy of provisions for the army. In this affair
a quantity of booty, and General Hull’s despatches
to the Secretary at War, fell into the hands of the vie-
tors, whereby the deplorable state of the ‘American
army was disclosed ; and Colonel Proctor last no time
in sending over a reinforcement of one hundred of the
41st regt. with some militia and four hundred Indians,
the whole commanded Ly Major Muir, under protect-
ion of the Hunter sloop of war. lIn the interim, the
American General received a despatch froin General
Hall on the Niagara {rontier, intimating that he could
not expect a co-operation in that quarter, which would
have created a diversion in his favor. Such was the
hopeless state of things when the American General
began to be sensible of his danger. His army hem-
med in on every side, cut ofi’ from its resources, and
hourly wasting away with defeat, death, sickness and
fatigue, unsupported by an insuriection of the country
people in his favor, and unaided by any co-operating
army, and above all dismayed at the report of Gen.
Brock’s resolution to advance against him ; his schemes
of conquest vanished, and in the sinking state of his
Hull'setreat 211211, he saw no other alternative than a
from Upper- retreat to Detroit, under pretence of there
Canada. concentrating his main ariny, and after re-
6~
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opening Lis communication with the River Raisin and
Miami, through which he received the whole of bis sup-
plies, to resume offensive operations against Upper-
Canada. Accordingly on the evening of the seventh,
aud on the morning of the eighth of August, the whole
of his army except a garrison of two hundred and fifty
men, and a few artillery left in charge of a small for-
tress they had thrown up on the DBritish side, a little
below Detroit, re-crossed the river.  General Hull now
detached a body of six hundred men under Lieutenant
Col. Miller to dislodge the British from Brownstown,
and open the communication with the rivers Raisin and
Miaiei, upon which the existence of the army depended.

Bartleof Ma. OB the ninth, this detachment was met by
ESTRCN the British and Indians under Major Muir,
at Maguago, between Brownstown and Detroit, who,
after a desperate battle, in which the Americans lost
~eve.ty-five men, were obliged to retreat with inconsi-
derable loss compared with that of the Americans. On
the seventh Lieutenant Rolette with the boats of the
Queen Charlotte and Hunter, under cover of the guns
of the latter, attacked and captured a convoy of eleven
batteaux and boats, having on board fifty-six of their
wounded, and two English prisoners, on their way from
Maguazo to Detroit, escorted by two hundred and
“fifty American troops on shore.

Amidst these reverses of jortune, the American Gen-
eral was startled at a snmmons to surrender the Fort
of Detroit, by General Brock, who, after having clos-
ed the public business prorogued the Parliament, and
collecting a few regulars and militia, with incredible
exertion, had reached Ambherstburgh on the 13th of
Auvgust. 5o resolute a demand, struck the American
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Commander with dismay, who, at the worst had never
contemplated a pursuit into hLis own territory by the
British. He still however maiutained sutiicient pre-
sence of mind to return a prompt and positive refusal,
upon receipt of which, the British, whe now occupied
the ground lately in possession of the caemy in front
of Detroit, where they threw up a battery under the
directions of Captain Dixon of the Royal Engiueers,
commenced at about four in the afternoon on the fif-
teenth, a brisk cannonade upon Detroit, from two 5!
inch mortars, one eighteen, and two twelve pounders,
under the management of Captain Hall, of the Pro-
vincial Navy, with a party of suailors, which was con-
tinued for upwards of an Licur with great eficct.  Ear-
ly on the morning of the sixteenth, the cannonade re-
commenced, while General Brock with about seven
bundred regulars and milit'a, and six huudred In-
dians, crossed the river without opposition at the
Spring Wells, three miles below Detroit, under cover
of the Queen Charlotte and Hunter. This small but
resolute force, after forming upon the beach, advanc-
ed in column, flanked on the left by the Indians, with
the river of Detroit on their right, and teok (at the
distance of a mile) a position in line, in frout of the
American fort, inte which the enemy had retired.
Here every preparation was making for an immediate
assault, when, to the surprise of both armies, a white
Flag was seen flying upon the walls of the Fort, and
a messenger advancing with proposals from the Amer-
ican General to capitulate. Lieut. Colonel M‘Donell
of the Militia, and Major Glegg of the 49th regi-
ment, Aid-de-camp to General Brock, immediately
proceeded by his orders to the tent of the American
General, where they, in a few minutes, dictated the
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terms of capitulaiion. By this, the whole of the Amer-
ican arimy, including a detachment of three hundred
and fifty men under Colonels M‘Arthur and Cass, des-

Surrender of patched on the 14th for the river Raisin
Detroit. to escort the provisions in charge of Cap-
tain Brush from thence to Detroit, became prisoners
of war; and Detroit, with the Michigan territory, were
surrendered to the British arms, without the eflusion
of a single drop of British blood. The American
_ statements of their own strength, nearly coincide with
the British reports, which make it two thousand five
hundred men regulars and militia. The militia were
paroled and permitted to return home, on condition
of not serving during the present war. The regulars
were sent down to Quebec. 'The British force, includ-
ing Indiaus, is acknowledged by the enemy to have
consisted of only one thousand and thirty men or
thereabout. Our own, and perhaps the more correct
reports, state it to have consisted of three hundred and
thirty regular troops, four hundred militia, and six
hundred Indians, who, upon the present occasion, are
said not to have sullied the glory of the day by any
wanton acts of savage barbarity ineident to the Indian
mode of warfare. Twenty-five pieces of iron and eight
pieces of brass ordnance, (the latter chiefly of those
taken from us in the revolution) with an immense
quantity of stores of every description, and one arm-
ed brig, called the John Adams (afterwards named
Detroit) fell into the hands of the British.

Thus ended this rash and imbecile attempt at the
conquest of Upper Canada. The loss of Mackinac
and Detroit, with the flower of their army at the out-

set of the war, was a disgrace that filled the American

[y
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government with consternation and alarm, as their plans
of aggrandisement were not only totally defeated, but
their whole western frontier laid open to the inroads of
hostile Indians, and at the mercy of a people still warm
with indignation at the late invasion.

General Brock having issued a proclamation, ad-
dressed to the inhabitants of the Michigan Territory,
confirming them in the full enjoyment of their property,
laws and religion, left Colonel Proctor in Command
of Detroit, and returned to York, where he arrived on
the 27th of August, amidst the heartfelt acclamations of
agrateful people, rescued by his promptitude from the
ignominy of submitting to a conqueror. In the short
space of nineteen days, he had with the assistance of
his Parliament, settled the public business of the Pro-
vince, under the most trying circumstances that a com-
mander could encounter, and having united and pre-
pared his little army, had effected a long and fatiguing
march of some hundred miles ; and with meauns incredi-
bly limited, had repelled an invading enemy of double
his force, pursued him into his own territory,and finally
compelled him to surrender his whole army ; thus ex-
tending the British dominion without bloodshed, over
an extent of territory almost equal to Upper Canada.
The humbled, the fallen Gencral Hull, with the officers
and men of his army, were introduced into Montreal,
on the evening of the 6th September, in a triumphal

_though mock procession, amidst the shouts of a scoru-
ful mulmude, indignant at the savage threat ol exter-
mination he had breathed in Lis proclamation at the
outset of his invasion. The Ccmmander of the torces
however, received him with” every mark of attention
due to his rauk, and unseiicited, allov,ed him to return
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to the States upon his parole ; but his officers thh few
exceptions, were sent to Quebec,

Qur little navy on lake Erie, and on lake Ontario,
though the enemy were making the most active exer-
tions, still maintained a decided ascendency, and upon
it depended the safety of Upper Canada, and the fu-
ture fate of the British Provinces. General Brock in-
tended to have followed up his first success by an at-
tempt on Niagara, a fort nearly opposite to Fori
George ; which in all probability, as well as Oswego
and Sackett’s Harbor, the nursery of the enemy’s fleet
and forces, would have yielded to the terror of his name
and the tide of success that attended his arms; but
controuled by his instructions, he was prevented from
adopting measures, which probably, might have for
ever blasted the hopes of Americainthe Upper Province,

The Commander of the British forces, conscious of
the inferiority of his strength, and uncertain of rein-
forcements trom home, seemed to have adopted a de-
fensive system, rather than incur the risk of wasting
his army in hazardous enterprises, which in case of
failure might lead to disasters ruinous to the Provinces
eutrusted to his charge. Forbearance towards Ame-
rvica had long been the known and favorite policy of
Great-Britain, and there is cause to belicve that Sir
George Prevost acted in the present instance, pursuant
to directions from his Majesty’s government, which in
the hopes of a speedy termination of the differences
with America, studied by temporizing, to avoid mea=
sures tending to widen the breach, or give room to the

American people to embark in the quarrel of their
goverpment,
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Major Genceral Dearborn, Commander in Chief ol
the Forces of the United States, had soon after the
commencement of hostilities fixed his head quarters a
Greenbush near Albany, which was converted into «
military depot, with a view of collecting an army to
overawe Lower-Canada,and by preventing succours to
the upper province, aflord General Hull a facility in
his accomplishment of the conquest of that province.
Here, he received towards the end of July or in the
commencement of August, despatches from Sir GrorcE
Prevost, by the Adjutant General, Colonel Baynes,
bearing a flag of truce, notifving the repeal of the Or-
ders in Council transmiited from IHallifax by Mr. Fos-
ter the late Minister in America. A proposition ac-
companying these, of the propriety of suspending hos-
tilities, until the pleasure of the President of the Uni-
ted States should be known, was submitted to the
American General, under the hopes that this concilia-
tory measure, removing the alled:red principal ground
of difference between the two nations, would be met by
a corresponding disposition on the part of the Ameri-
can government. General Dearborn readily consent-
:d to an Armistice, (except as to General 1ull, who,
1€ said acted under the immediate directions of the Se-
retary at War,) and forwarded the despatches to his
yovernment, which misconstruing this friendly proffer,
nto weakness, or a sense of danger on the part of the
3ritish Commander, and probably flushed with the
rospect of subjugating Upper Canada, refused to ra-
ify the Armistice. Messengers had in the mean time
reen despatched to Upper Canada to inform General
Jrock of the provisional Armistice agreed upon be-
ween the British and American Commanders, but the
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promptitude of that officer had secured Detroit before
their arrival.¥

* General Hull was, some months after his return to the United
States, and after having been regularly exchanged, tried by a general
court martial for his misconduct in this campaign. He was found guil-
ty and sentenced to be shot, but being recommended on account of his
services in the revolutionary war, he was pardoned by the President
of the United States.

CHAPTER 1IV.

Various oceurrences. Battle of Queenstown. Death of Gen. Breck.
His Character. General Shealle assumesthe Command in Upper-Ce-
nada. Attack at St. Rezis.  Advance of the American army under
General Dearborn. Incursion of the enemy at La Cole. General
Si:yth’s attempt to invade Upper-Canada. Meeting of the Proviz-
<ial Parliament. Proceedings of the Assembly. Prorogation.

—) & Ce

HE American government, chagrined with disap-
pointment and the disgrace of the late campaign,
which, even in their own estimation, had obliterated
the glories of the revolutionary war, resolved to strain
every sinew to retrieve the faded lustre of their arms.
The capture of the Guerrier by the United States fri-
gate Constitution, a ship far superior to the former, in
tonnage, weight of metal, and the number of her men,
afforded some solace to their wounded pride. The
American forces on the confines of Lower Canada, un-
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der the immediate command of General Dearbornwere
increasing rapidly, and threatened Monutreal with in-
vasion by St. John’s and the Odletown road. Their
force at Niagara, and on the Niagara froutier under
Brigadier General Van Reneslaer, was already for-
midable, and afforded good grounds of apprehension
to General Brock of a speedy irruption from that quar-
ter; while General Harrison was actively employed in
collecting an army at the River Raisin near Detroit,
from the Ohio, and the State of Kentucky. The na-
val establishment at Sacket’s Harbour in the mean time
increased with prodigious celerity, and the ascenden-
cy of their fleet on lake Ontario was, by the indefatiga-
ble exertions of Commodore Chauncey, now almost in-
coutestibly established.

It was, as yet uncertain at what point their main
force would be directed ; or whether their object was
by a combined movemneut to overwhelm both provinces
at the same instant. “The shewey legions they had as-
sembled, were however, rather disdained than dreaded
by the British forces, who were supported by a brave
and loyal militia, animated to enthusiasin in the cause
in which they were engaged, while the Americans,averse
by education, and their independent habits of life, to
the wholesome constraints of discipline, and the sub-
ordination of a camp, could hardly be organized into
‘the semblance of an army, which nothing but the al-
lurements of a speedy conquest, and an abundant har-
vest of spoil, could prevent from dispersing.

A Cordon was formed along the {rontiers of Lower
Canada, from Yamaska to St. Regis, where the line of
separation between the United States and Lower-Ca-
anada touches the St. Lawrence. consizting of the Ca-

7
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nadian Voltigeurs, and part of the embodied militia.
A light brigade of the elite of the forces, regular and
militia, was formed at Blairfinde, under the command
of Lieut. Col. Young, of the 8th regt. consisting of the
flank companies of the Sth, 100th, 103d Regiments,
with the Canadian Fencibles, the flank companies of
the 1Ist battalion of embodied militia, and a small bri-
gade of the Royal Artillery, with six field pieces.

The road to the United States, from the camp of
Blairfinde (or ’Acadie) through Burtonville and Odle-
town, was cut up, and rendered impracticable by ab-
batis, and every precaution was taken to prevent a
sudden irruption of the enemy from that quarter. The
Voltigeurs, with extroardinary perseverance, effected
this fatiguing duty in the course of a very short time,
under the superintendance of their commanding officer
Major De Salaberry.

The slender reinforcements that arrived this summer,
were barely sufficient to relieve the citizens of Quebec
for a short time from garrison duty. They consisted
of the 103d Regiment from England, and a battalion
of the 1st (or Royal Scots) from the West-Indies, with
a few recruits for other regiments ; and it was evident
that the mother country, unable at the present moment
to supply the necessary aid for the defence of these
provinces, committed their destiny to the loyalty and
patriotism of the Canadian population.

In September, another battalion of the militia was
en:bodied, principally from the Montreal militia, and
placed under the command of lieut. col. Murray, and
called the Fifth Battalion (afterwards Canadian Chas-
suers.) The North-West Company raised a corps of
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Voyageurs, which was disbanded ia the cnsuing spring,
while the merchants and-tradesmen of the 1st battalion
of Montreal sedentary militia, in order to avoid the
rigour of the militia laws, which admitted of no sub-
stitutes, organized themselves into four companies of
volunteers for garrison duty and field service in case
of emergency.

From the capture of Detroit and the American army
under General Hull, we have nothing of any import-
ance to relate until the battle of Queenstown. The
predatory incursions of the enemy in the mean time,
deserve to be noticed.

On the sixteenth of September, a brigade of bat-
teaux loaded with stores, and about one hundred and
thirty eight troops, under the command of Hlajor
Heathcoat of the Royal Newfoundland Feacibles, were
surprized and nearly taken by a party of five hLun-
dred Americans, at Matilda, in their route to Upper
Canada. The enciny Laving crossed over betore day
light in the morning from the American side, effected
a landing unperceived upon a small island at a little
distance from the Dritish shore. They concealed
thewselves in the bushes, and sent a party to secure a
man by the name of Toussaint, the only inhabitant
upon the Island. Eayly in the morning, the batteaux
were seen advancing, and in the eagerness of the A-
mericans to observe them, through a broken glass in
his hut, Toussaint stole out and reaching the shore,
got into his cance unobserved. The Americans upon
discovering his escape fired upon him, while he, by‘
shouting and making signals, apprised the battcaux of
their danger, which then precipitatcly made for the
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shore. A gun hoat which escorted this party, imme-
diately dropped down from behind the Island and
opened a fire upon the batteaux, while two large
boats loaded with troops were seen crossing from the
American shore, amd making for the upper end of the
Channel between the Island and the DBritish shore,
with a view of taking the British batteaux in flank,
They proceeded witliout interruption until upon enter-
ing the chanunel, when a body of mnilitia under Captain
Ault, opened a most destiuctive fire upon them. One
fled for shelter behind the Island, while the other
made tor its shore, and abandoned the boat with pre-
cipitancy leaving a number of killed and wounded.
They Lept up a brisk fire from the Island under cover
of the bushes, but upon the arrival of a reinforcement
of militia from a neighbouring township, under captain
Munroe, they retired from the Island with considera-
ble loss, (exageerated by some statements to fifty seven
killed) and returned to their own shore, having com-
pletely failed in their enterprise.

A party of one hundred and fifty Americans under
Captain Forsyth, near the same time crossed over
from Gravelly Point to Gananoque, some miles below
Kingston, from whence they dislodged a party of fifty
militia, and took possession of a quantity of arms and
ammunition, which they carried away after burning the
Store and a small quantity of provisions. Their con-
duct is represented to have been disgraceful towards
the defenceless inhabitants, whom they were prevented
by the officers from plundering, after some difficulty.
TFour men found in the hospital, and a Dragoon inter-
cepted by them on his way to Kingston to give notice
of their approach, were made prisoners and carried
away by this party.
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From the frequent interruption of the convoys from
Montreal, or rather Lachine, to Kingston in Upper
Canada, by the Americans at Ogdenshurgh, oppuosite
Prescot ; Col. Lethbridee commanding the latter,
formed the design of dislodging the enemy and posses-
ing himself of Ogdensburgh. With a view to effect
his purpose, he asscmbled a force of seven hundred and
fifty men, regulars and militia, and having collected a
sufficient numnber of batteaux, he pushed oft in the fore-
noon of the 4th of October, under cover of a cannon-
ade from Prescot, with twenty-five batteaux escorted
by two gun boats. They advanced without opposi-
tion, until nid-channel, when the enciny opened a tre-
mendous discharge of artillery, which checked their
progress. A confu:ich immediately e¢nsued, and they
were comp:clled to make a precipitate retreat, with the
loss of three men killed and four wounded. The Ame-
ricans were commanded by Brigadier General Brown,
and are said to have behaved with much cooluess and:
intrepidiiy. This enterprise, undertaken without the
sanction of the cetunander of the forces, was censured
by himi ; and the public opinion condemned it ws rash

and premature.

On the 9th of Ociober, the armed brig Detroit, re-
cently taken at Detroit, and the brig Caledonia with
a quantity of Furs helonging to the North-West Com-
pany, having arrived the preceding day from De-
troit with prisoners, were boarded opposite Fort Erie
before the dawn of day by a party of upwards of two
hundred Americans in boats manned by seamen,
They succeeded in cutting the cablcs, and the vessels
drifted towards the American shore. The Caledonia
grounded at Black Rock, and the Detroit upon Squasy

-~
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Island a small distance from the American side. The
crew after a severe contest being made prisoners, a
party of men from Fort Erie succeeded in boarding
and dismantling her in a fog, under a warm fire of the
enemy, and at about ten at night she was blown up.
Some lives were lost upon this occasion; among the
Americans a Major Cuyler, who was killed by a shot
from Fort Erie, as he was riding along the beach on
the opposite side of the river.

General Brock, who, with unwearied diligence had
watched the motions of the American army upon the
Niagara frontier, commanded by Major General Van
Rensselacr, was convinced from the movements he had
observed on the American shore, that an invasion was
premeditated, and kept his little army upon the alert.
On the fourth of October an American spy was sent
over to the British side, who returned with information
to the American General, that General Brock had
moved on to Detroit with all the force that could be
spared. Encouraged by this false news, every pre-
paration was taken for a descent upon Queenstown,
on the morning of the eleventh : their forces were con-
centrated at Lewistown, opposite Queenstown, witha
view of making an immediate attack upon the latter;
but through the neglect or cowardice of the officer
entrusted with preparing and conducting the boats
to the place of embarkation, the attack miscar-
ried. Early in the morning of the 13th, their forces
were again concentrated at Lewistown, and the troops
embarked under cover of a commanding battery of two
cighteen and two six pounders. This movement being
soon discovered, a brisk fire was opened upon them
from the British shore, by the troops, and fyom three
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batteries. 'The Americans commenced a cannonadc
to sweep the shore, but with little effect. The first di-
vision under Colonel Van Rensselaer, effected their
landing unobserved under the heights a little above

Batte of Queenstown, and mounting the ascent with
Queenstown.  firmpess and alacrity, attacked and carried
an eighteen pounder battery, and dislodged the light
company of the 49th regiment. The enemy were in
the mean time pushing over in boats, and notwithstand-
ing the current and eddies, which in this part of the
river are numerous and rapid, and a tremendous dis-
charge of artillery, which shattered many of their beoats,
persevered with dauntless resolution, and effected a
landing close upon Queenstown, where they were op-
posed by the grenadicrs of the 49th regiment, and the
York Volunteer Militia, with a determination verging
upon desperation. The carnage became terrible. The
British being overwlirlined with numbers, were com-
pelled to retire some distance, into a hollow. Generat
Brock having heard the cannonade, arrived at that
moment, with his Provincial Aide-de-camp Lieut. Col.
M‘Donell from Niagara (at the grey of the morning,)
and having rallied the grenadiers of his favorite 49th,

Death of Ge- Was leading them on to the charge, when he
weral Brock.  peceived a mushet ball in his breast, which
almost immediately terminated Lis existence. The ou-
ly words he uttered were “ push on the brave York
Volunteers,” when he fell from his horse, and his corpse
remained for some time in the power of the enemy.
In the interim, the light company supported by a party
of the Yorkers rallied, and re-ascended to dislodge
the enemy from the heights. They formed and advanc-
ed to the charge exposed to a smart fire, but finding
the enemy posted behind trees, 50 that a charge
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couid have little cffect, they desisted, and separating,
posted themselves in like manner, and kept up a smart
fire for some time. Licut. Colonel M’Donell who
had joined them while forming for the charge, and was
cncouraging the men, received a ball in his back, as
his horse, which had been wounded, was in the act of
wheeling. He survived his wound twenty -four hours
in the most excruciating pain. The Americans hav-
ing effected their landing with an overwhelming force,
the British were obliged to give way, and suspend the
fight until the arrival of reinforcements, leaving the
Awmericans in possession of the heights. General
Sheaffe soon came up with a reinforcement of three
hundred men of the 41st regiment, two companies of
Militia, and two hundred and fifty Indians. Rein-
forcements having also arrived from Chippawa, the Bri-
tish General collected his whole force amounting to
upwards of eight hundred men, and leaving two field
pieces with about thirty men under Licut. Holcroft of
the Royal Artillery in front of Queenstown, as a check
to prevent the enemy from occupying the village, pro-
ceeded by a circuitous route to gain the rear of the
heights upon which the enemy were posted. The In-
dians heing more alert than the troops, first surmount-
ed the hill, and commenced the attack, but were repuls-
ed and fell back on the main body, who formed with
celerity, and upon the word, advanced to the charge
under a heavy shower of musketry. The British sat
up a shout, accompanied with the war-whoop of the
Indians, and advanced at the double quick or running
pace, when the Americans, struck with terror, gave
way and fled in all directions, some concealing them--
selves in the bushes, others precipitating themselves
down the precipice were killed by the fall, or drowned.
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in the attempt to swim the river. A terrible slaughter
ensued, by the Indians, whose vengeance it was impos-
sible to restrain, until a white flag was observed as-
cending the hill with offers of an unconditional surren-
der whichwere accepted. Anarmistice of three days was
proposed by the American and granted by the British
General, in order to take care of their wounded and
bury their dead, on condition of destroying their bat-
teaux, which was immediately complied with. One
General Ofticer (Wadsworth) two Licut. Colonels, five
Majors, a multitude of Captains and Subalterns, with
nine hundred men, one field piece, and a stand of Co-
lours, were the firuits of this important victory; and it
is computed that the enemy must have lost in killed,
wounded, missing and prisoners, upwards of fifteen
hundred men. The action lasted from four in the
morning until near four o’clock in the afternoon, and
though vanquished, the obstinacy with which they con-
tested the Lonor of the day, reflects credit upon the
enemy. General Van Rensselaer, before the arrival
of the reinforcements from Niagara, under General
Sheaffe, finding the fate of the day still undetermined,
his troops almost exhausted with fatigue, and falling
short of ammunition, had returned to the American
shore, tourge across a reinforcement from the embodied
militia, but they, notwithstanding every menace, an.d
entreaty on his part, unanimously refised.  In this di-
lemma he wrote a note to General Wadsworth, who
remained with the Americans on the Queenstown
Leights, informing him of the situation ofthin%".\', and
leaving the course to be puisued, much to his own
judgment ; assuring him if he thought best to rctreat,
he would send as many boats as he could comuand,
and cover his rctreat by every fire he could make,
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But before the latter had time to resolve upon any
mode of security or retreat, the spirited advaunce of the
British had decided the fate of the day. The British
at I'ort Erie under the command of Lieut. Col. Myers,
silenced the enemy’s fire at Black Rock, and blew yj
a barrack with a considerable depot of ammunition,
The Caledonia lately captured by the enemy was al-
most destroyed at her moorings. A well directed fire
from Fort George also silenced the enemy’s Batteries
on the other side of the river, from whence they fired
red hot shot upon the wooden buildings in the neigh-
borhood of Fort {rorge.

Thus ended, in their total discomfiture, the second
attempt of the Aunericans to invade Upper-Canada.
The loss of the British is said to have been about
twenty killed including Indians, and between fifty and
sixty wounded. The fall of General Brock the ido} of
the army, and of the people of Upper-Canada, was
an irreparable loss, and cast a shade over the glory
of this dear-bought victory. He was a native of Guern-
scy of an ancient and reputable family distinguished
in the profession of arms. He had scrved for many
yewrs in Canade, and in some of the principal cam-
paizis in furope. He commanded a detachment of
hiz favourite 19th Reuiment, on the expedition to Co-
penhagen with Locd Nelson, where he distinguished
himsclt. e was one of thove extraordinary men who
scem born (o influence riankind, and v.ark the age in
wiich they Hive,  Courcieus of thie ascendency of his
genius over those who suirounded him, he blended the
willdest of manners, with the severity and discipline of
a camp, aad though his deportment was somewhat
grave and imposing, the noble frankness of his charac-

L Matase



1812] SIR GEORGE PREVOS<T. 8%

ter imparted at once confidence and respect to those
who had occasion to approach his person.  As a sol.
dier he was brave to a fault, and not less judicious than
decisive in his measures.  The energy of his character
was strongly expressed in his countenance, and in the
robust and mauly symmetry of his frame.  As a Civil
Governor, he was firm, prudent and equitable. In
fine, whether we view him as a Man, a Statexman or
a Soldier, he equally deserves the esteem and respect
of his contemporaries and of posterity. The Indinns,
who flocked to his standard, were attached to himn with
almost enthusiastic aflection, and the enemy even ex-
pressed an involuntary regret at his untimely fall. His
prodigality of life, berett the country of his services at
the early age of forty-two years. Theremains of this
gallant Officer, were, during the funcral service, hon-
orea with a discharge of minute guns from the Ameri-
can, as well as British batteries, and with those of his
faithful Aid-de-Camp Lieut. Col. M'Dounell, were in-
terred in the same grave at Fort George, on the 16th
October, amidst the tears of an aflfectionate soldiery
and a grateful people, who will cherish his memory
with veneration, and hand to their posterity the imper-

ishable name of BROCK.

The civil and military commandsin Upper-Canada
now devolved upon Major General Sheafle, a friend
and fellow soldier of his illustrious predecessor.  He
paroled General Wadsworth and some of the princi-
pal officers; the remainder were sent to Quebec.—
Among the American prisoners, twenty-three men
were found, who having declared them§elves Bl"‘ltlsh
born subjects were seat to England for tl‘.li%l as tr:antors.
This gave occasion to retaliate upon British prisoners
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in America, and a like number of the latter were put
into close confinement as Hostages for the safety of the
traitors, by order of the American Government. This
circuinstance led to discussions that shall be noticed
in their proper place.

On the 18th of October, General Smyth assumed the
command at Niagara, and applied to the British Gen-
cral for an Armistice which was agreed upon, and to
continue until thirty hours after notice of its termina-
tion.

On the 23d of October, a party of near four hund-
red Americans from Plattsburgh under Major Young,
surprised the piquet at the Indian Village of St. Regis,
Twenty thrce men were made prisoners by the enemy,
and Lieut. Rottotte and a sergeant M’Gillivray and
six men were left dead. The piquet consisted ofa
detachment of Canadian Voygeurs. The Americans
in plundering the Village found an Ensign or Union
Jack, in the house of the resident Interpreter, usually
hoisted upon a flag stafi’ at the door of the Chief on
Sundays or Holy-days, which, said the American Ma-
jor in an order issued upon the occasion (not a little
proud of the achievement) were the first colours taken
during the war. This occurrence was however coun-
terpoised by an attack upon a party of Americans at
Salmon river near St. Regis on the 23d November,
by detachments of the Royal A rtillery, 49th regiment
and Glengary Light Infantry, amounting to seventy
men, with detachments from the Cornwall and Glen-
gary Militia of near the same number, the whole un-
der the command of Lieut. C'el. Millan. In this af-
air, the enemy took to a block house, but finding
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themselves surrounded, surrendered themselves pri-
soners of war. One Captain,two Subalterns, and forty-
one men became prisoners of war, and four batteaux,
and fifty-seven stand of arms were taken.

Notwithstanding the vicissitudes of war, and the in-
ternal difficulties with which the American government
had to struggle, the most activc preparations were
carrying on to invade the Canadas. Major General
Dearborn was at the head of ten thousand men on the
confines of Lower-Canada : our fleet, though superior
to them in the spring and summer on Lake Ontario,
dare not now even contest with the Americans for the
dominiou of the Lake. General Smyth had an army
of six thousand men on the Ningara frontier, and Gen,
Harrison on the river Raisin, over-awed Dctroit with
bis Ohio and Kentucky men. From these hostile ap-
pearances it was evident that the enemy still meditated
a combined movement, but the uncertainty of the point
against which their main strength would be aimed,
kept our army constantly on the alert. On the ninth
-of November,the American fleet consisting of seven sail
of vessels, with a considerable number of troops, after
chasing the Royal George into Kingston Chanuel, can-
nonaded her for some time; being however, warmly
received by the batteries as well as the ships, they haul-
ed off, and beat up under a heavy fire to Four Mile
Point, and anchored, with a view of renewing the at-
tack at a more favorable opportunity. FEarly on the
ensuing morning they got under way, and beat out of
the Channel under a heavy press of sail to the open
Lake, where they fell in with the Governor Simcoe?
from Niagara running for Kingston, and chased her

8
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into the Harbour; she eluded their pursuit by run-
ning over a reef of rocks under a heavy fire from
the Governor Tomkins, the Hamilton, and Juliana,
which did her some injury. The weather becoming
boisterous, the fleet bore away for Sacket’s Harbor,
after baving taken in their cruise two Schooners, in
one of which Capt. Brock, Paymaster of the 49th regt.
was made prisoner. He was paroled by Commodore
Chauncey, who meritorously restored the Plate and
Effects found in his possession, belonging to his late
illustrious relative General Brock.

Advance of  Lhe American forces under Gen. Dear-
General Dear- born in the mean time gradually approach-
born. ed the frontier of Lower Canada, and
early on the morning of the 17th of November 1812,
Major (now Lieut. Colonel) De Salaberry, Superin-
tendant of the Canadian Voltigeurs, commanding the
cordon and advanced posts on the lines, received in-
formation at St. Philips, that the enemy to the num-
ber of ten thousand were advancing to Odletown. He
immediately despatched two companies of the Volti-
geurs under the command of capt. Perrault of the same
regiment, with three hundred Indians under captain
Ducharne of the Indian Department, to reinforce ma-
jor Laforce of the 1st battalion Embodied Militia, who
was posted with the two flank companies of that bat-
talion at the river La Cole. This detachment, after a
fatiguing march of thirty-six miles, chiefly through mo-
rasses and abbatis, arrived early in the afternoon of the
same day at Burtonville, and took a position within
the river La Cole, a mile distant from it, in conjunction
with a party of about thirty Algonquin and Abenaki
Indians, and a few Voyageurs under captain M‘Kay,
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agentleman of the North-West Company in the Voya-
geurs corps. Major de Salaberry arrived on the Zlay
following with the remaindey of the Voltizeurs and the
Voyageurs, commanded by lieut. col. M‘Gillivray, and
four companies of the Volunteer Chassenrs {rom the
parishes of Chateauguay, St. Constant, St. Philip and
VAcadie. Inthe meantime the enemy occupicd Cham-
plain Town, two or three miles from the lines, and an
earnest invasion was momently expected. Nothing oc-
curred of any consequence until the 26th in the morn-
ing, when capt, M‘Kay, visiting the piquet between
three and four o’clock, perceived the enemy fording
the river La Cole, and at the siune instant heard them
cock their firclochs in the survounding bushes. He
had scarcely time to apprise the picquet under capt.
Bernard Panet, of their danger, when the enemy, who
had surrounded the guard-hut on all sides, discharged
a volley of musketry so close that their wads sat fire to
the roof and consumed the hut.  The Militia and In-
dians discharged their picces, and dashing through the
ranks of the enemy, escancd unhurt, while the Ameri-
zans who had forded the riverin two places, mistaking
each other in the darkness and ceonfusion of the nizht
for the enemy, kept up a brisk fire for near half an
hour, in which they killed and wounded several of their
own people. After discovering their error they retired
to Champlain Town, leaving five men wounded, and
three or four killed, who were found by the Indians
on the same day. This party is said to have consist-
ed of fourteen hundred men and a troop of Dragoons,
and was commanded by Colonels Pike and Clarke.

This movement, or rather incursion of the enemy,
gave room to expect another more vigorous attempt
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to invade Lower-Canada, and on the 22d, the Gover-
nor by a General Order directed the whole Militia of
the province to consider themselves commanded for ac-
tive service, and to be prepared to move forward to
meet the enemy as soon as required. Lieut. Colonpel
Deschambault was ordered to cross the St. Lawrence
at Lachine to Cahnawaga, with the Point Claire, Ri- .
viere du Chene, Vaudreuil and Longue Point Battal-
ions, and to march upon ’Acadie. The Volunteers
of the 1st Battalion of Montreal militia, the flank com-
panics of the second and third battalions, and a troop
of militia dragoons crossed the river to Longueil and
Laprairie, and the whole mass of population in the dis-
trict of Montreal made a spontaneous movement to-
wards the point of invasion with an entbusiasm unsur-
passed in anyv age or country. General Dearborn,
who, no doubt was well informed of the state of the
public mind in Lower-Canada at this crisis, foresaw
from the multitude assembled to oppose his progress,
and the hostile spirit of the Canadians, the fruitless-
ness of an attempt to invade Lower-Canada, began to
withdraw his sickly and already enieebled he:t, inte
winter quarters at Plattsburg and Burlington. Whether
he ever earnestly contemplated an invasion, or only
intended this movement as a feint to create a diver-
sion in favour of the army under General Sinyth on the
Niagara frontier, remains a question. All apprehen-
sions of an invasion of Lower Canada for the present
season having disappeared, the troops and embodied
militia were on the 27th November, ordered into win-
ter quarters.

The armistice concluded between General Smyth
and Sheaffe after the battle of Queenstown was termin-
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ated on the 20th November, pursuant to notification
to that eflect from the former. This and the former
Armistice without aflording any present advantage,
proved in the event of material prejudice to the British
on Lake Erie. The Americans availed themselves of
so favorable an occ.gion to forward their Naval Stores
unmolested from Black Rock to Presque Isle by water,
which they could not otherwise have affected, but with
immense trouble and expense by land, and equipped
at leisure the fleet which afterwards wrested from us
the command of that Lake.

Gen. Smvih Gen. Smyth (of proclamation memory)
comyins . « e . -
altempt 13, in. had during the armistice exerted himself
vade Upper- H - . o
Canada.p} .m preparing boats f‘or.auothel attunpt t'o

invade the Upper Province, near Fort Erie
at the foot of the Liake of the same name.*

Early on the morning of the 28th Nov. ihe enemy
effected a landing on the Britizh side with a division
of fourteen boats rowed by sailors, with abcut thirty
men each,at the upper end of Grand Isle hetween Forg
Erie and Chipp.wa. They were resolutely opposed
by Lieutenant King of the Royal Artillery. and Licut.
Lamont and Bartley with detachments of thirty and
thirty-five men each, of the 49th Regiment. Lieteu=
ants King and Lamont were woundced, and their men
being overwhelmed with numbers gave way afier spik-
ing the guns; these two oflicers with about thirty three
men were made prisoners and scnt over to the Ameri-
can side. Lieutenant Bartley in the mean time after a
determiired resistance by which his force was reduced
to seventeen effcctive men was compelled to retire, be=

*See Appendix D.
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ing threatened by a movement of the enemy upor his
flisi. in the interim the boats with the prisoners and
as many Americans as could crowd into them, return-
ing, left Captain King Aid-de-Camp to the American
General with a few officers and about forty men, who
moved down the shore of the river, but being pursued
by ilajor Ormsby from Fort Erie, where made prison-
ers after a feeble resistance. At about seven o’clock *
in the morning, another division of eighteen boats,
were seen advancing to eflect a landing two miles low-
er down than the former. Colonel Bishop having up-
on the first alarm, moved from Chippawa, had now
formed a junction with Major Ormsby from Fort Erie,
and commanding a force of nearly eleven hundred men,
consisting of detachments of the 41st, 49th and Royal
Newfoundland Regiments, a body of Militia under
Lieut. Col. Clark and Major Hall, and some Indians,
waited for the enemy on the shore. Their approach
was welcomed with three cheers, and a steady and ef-
fectual fire opened upon them from musketry and a six
pounder (under the command of Captain Kirby of the
Royal Artillery,) which destroyed two of their boats,
threw the remainder into confusion, and compelled
them to seek safety in flight. The enemy, for a part
of the day, made a display of their force on their own
side of the river, but perceiving the British had un-
spiked and remounted the guns which had fallen into
their hands in the morning, they with a view of retiring
unmolested from our fire, by gaining a little time,
sent over a flag to Colonel Bishop to summons the sur-
render of Fort Erie, tosave the effusion of human blood,
who answered in the laconic words of an Englishman
“ Come and take it.” Preparations were made for
another descent on the Canada side, on the morming
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of the 1st of December, but through mismanagement
in embarking their troops, and a deficiency of provi-
sions, the project miscarried, and the troops were or-
dered to re-land and hut themselves for the winter.
Murmur and discontent crept into the American camp,
and General Smyth was obliged to take flight to save
himself from the indignation of hLis army, which from
death, sickness and defection, soon ceased to be a sub-
ject of apprehension to the British in their neighbour-
hood. This was the termination of the third attempt
to invade Upper-Canada, and the result of the formid-
able preparations of the American government to con-
quer the Canadas.

The Legislature of Lower-Canada assembled on the
29th of December. The Governor at the opening of
the Session, expressed his confidence in the people, the
fruits of whose loyalty were the honourable termina-
tion of the campaign without efiusion of blood, loss of
territory, or a recourse to martial law. He thanked
the house in the name of the Prince Regent, for the as-
surance of attachment and support they had promised
in their answer to his Speech at the opening of Parlia-
ment in the preceding month of February, and ac-
quainted them that “ His Royal Highness placed that
confidence in the courage and loyalty of his Majesty’s
Canadian subjects, which made him equally fearless of
the result of any direct attack upon them, and of any
insidious attempts to alienate their affection from his
government,” Heinformed them of the beneficial ef-
fects resulting from the Army Bill Act, and recom-
mended it to their further consideration. “He had
(he observed) according to the powers vested in. hi.m
by the Legislature, called forth the Militia to assist in
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the defence of the Province, and with the most ¢heer-
ing satisfaction had been a witness of that public spirit,
that stcady order and that love of their country, their
Religion and their Laws, which they had manifested
on this occasion, and which by animating and uniting
all classes of his Majesty’s subjects, could not fail under
Divine Providence to make them safe at home and re-
spected abroad.” He recommended a revision of the
Militia Laws, and concluded by urging the necessity
of despatch in conducting the public business.

Among the first proceedings of the House of Assem-
sembly in this Session, was an enquiry into the causes
and injurious consequences that might have resulted
from the delay incurred in the publication of the laws
of the Provincial Parliament passed in the Session
thereof, began and holden on the 21st February pre-
ceding. 'T'his measure was for some time persevered
in with unremitted assiduity, and with the obvious in-
tention to palliate the guilt of the rioters at Lachine.
Among those summoned on this occasion to attend the
bar of the House of Assembly, were the Clerk and
other officers of the Legislative Council, which not
having been previously consulted by the Lower House,
refused to allow their servants to be examined at the
bar of the latter. The Legislative Council however,
after deliberation permitted them to be examined by
the House of Assembly under a species of protest, from:
a desire to remove every possible obstacle to the im-
mediate discussion of measures requisite for the defence
of the Province, reserving for a more convenient occa-
sion the question of their privilege in this respect.
Nothing of any importance resulted from the enquiry,.
which,after some procrastination was totally relinquish~
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ed. The subject of appointing an Agent in England was
resumed by the House in the present Session, but was
postponed. To support the expence of the war, an
income tax upon salaries from government was propos-
ed in the Lower House, in the proportion. of fificen
per cent upon every salary of £1500 and upwards
per annum, twelve per cent upon £1000 and up-
wards, ten per cent upon £500 and upwards, and five
per cent upon every £250 and upwards. A bill t¢
that effect was passed in the Lower House, but war
rejected by the Legislative Council.

The House resolved itself into a Commitice to take
into consideration the power and authority exercised
by his Majesty’s Courts in this Province,under the de-
nomination of Rules of Practice. The result or rather
progress of this enquiry during the subsequent Session,
we shall have occosion to notice in its turn. The
House in taking into consideration that part of the
Governor‘s Speech, in which reference was had to Mar-
tial Law, came to certain resolutions strongly adverse
to a recourse to such a measure. The Army Bill Act
was renewed and extended; five hundred thousand
pounds were authorized to he putinto circulation, and
in order to secure their credit, Commissioners were ap-
pointed to establish at regular periods the current rate
of Exchange, of Bills upon London, which the holders,
upon application were intitled to obtain from Govern-
ment. Fifteen thousand pounds were granted by the
Parliament to equip the embodied Militia, one thou-
sand pounds to provide for hospitals for the Militia,
and twenty-five thousand pounds for the support of
the war. The further sum of four hundred pounds
was granted to improve and facilitate the commurica~
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tion between Lower and Upper Canada. But no
amendment was made to the Militia Laws, owing to a
disagreement on the subject between the Lower and
Upper Houses. A duty of two and a half per cent
upon all Merchandise (provisions excepted) imported
into the Province, and two and a half per cent more,
upon Merchandise imported into the Province by per-
sons not actually therein resident six months previous
to such importation, was granted for the support of
the war. The present Session of the Legislature was
provogued on the fiftcenth of February,
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CHAPTER V.

Battle of Frenchtown, and defeat of the Americans under General Win.
chester. The Governor visits Upper Canada. Attack upon Ogdenss
burgh. Capture of York by the enemy. Attack and reduction of
Fort George by the Americans, Lixpedition against Sacket’s Hag
bour. Battle at Fort Meigs. Brilliant attack upon the enemny’s Camp
at Stoney Creek by Lieut. Colonel Harvey. Adfairat Beaver Dams.
Attack upon Black Rock by Lieut. Colonel Bishop, anddeath of that
Ofticer. Attack upon Lower Sandusky. Capture of the Growlerand
Eagle near Isle duc Noie Reduction of Plattshurgh, Chinplain and
Swanton. Affair of Goose Creek. Death of Captain Milnes, Navil
eccurrences on Lake Ontario.

vt D Rl

HE American army under the command of Geun.
Harrison still hovered un the border of the Mi-
chigan Territory and ever-awed Detroit, where Col.
Proctor with an inferior force was left in command af~
ter the reduction of that post by General Brock. On
the 19th of January, information was received at De-
Battleof  troit by the British Commander, thata &
Frenchtown. vision or brigode of the American army
under Brigadier General Winchester, was encamped at
Frenchtown on the River Raisin, twenty-six miles
from Detroit, having driven in a body of militia and
Indians posted there under Major Reynolds of the mili-
tia, who, after some resistance with a field piece, sell
back upon Brownstown Colonel Proctor promptly
determined to attack this division before it could be
reinforced by the main body under General Harrison,
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three or four days march in the rear ; and assembled
his disposeable force at Brownstown on the 21st, con-
sisting of five hundred regulars, seamen and militia,
and about six hundred Indians. He advanced the
same day twelve miles, to Stoney Creek, and at day
break the next morning made a resolute attack on the
enemy’s camp. General Winchester himself, fell soon
after the commencement of the action into the hands
of the Wyandot Chief Roundhead, who surrendered
him to Colonel Proctor. The Americans bad retreat-
ed to the houses and enclosures, from which they were
making a desperate resistance through fear of falling
into the hands of the Indians; but upon its being re-
presented to General Winchester, that unless a speedy
surrender were made, the buildings would be set on fire
and that no responsibility would be taken for the con-
duct of the Indians, he sent a flag of truce to his men,
and agreed on their part to a surrender, upon condi-
tion of their being protected from the fary of the Sava-
ges, and allowed to preserve their private property.
In this affair the enemy lost in killed between three
and four hundred men, and one Brigadier General,
three field Officers, nine Captains, twenty Subalterns
and upwards of five hundred men in prisoners. The
loss .on the British side was also severe : twenty-four
killed and one hundred and fifty-eight wounded. This
spirited and vigorous measure completely disconcert-
ed the arrangements made by General Harrison for
the recovery of the Michigan Territory, and secured
Detroit from any immediate danger. In recording
this gallant exploit, it must be regretted, that the un-
governable ferocity of our Indian allies, (who on the
day after the battle, are said to have slaughtered in
spite of the British, such of the wounded prisoners as
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were unable to walk,) should have tarnished the honor
of the victory. Humanity revolts at the idea of a mas-
sacre of dctenceless and wounded prisoners taken in
open and honorable warfare, and we can only find an
excuse for the guilt of the tame spectators of such atro-
cities, in their apprehensions of a similar fate, in case
of interference to rescue the the unhappy victims of sa-
vage vengeance. The House of Assembiy of Lower
Canada passed a vote of thauks to Colonel Proctor,
for the skill and intrepidity with whick he planned and
carried into execution this enterprise, and for the cx-
emplary humanity displayed by him in the moment of
victory.* A vote of thanks was alio passed to the offi-
cers, non-commissioned officers and privaces belonging
to the line, marine and militia forces who assisted in its
accomplishment, and Col. Proctor was iinmediately
promoted to the rank of Brigadier General by the
Commander of the Forces, until the pleasure of the
Prince Regent should be known, who was pleasced to
approve and confirm the appointment.

The Governor having closed the Session of the Le-
gislature, left Quebec on the 17th February, on avisit
for Upper Canada. In his rout thither, Lieut. Col.
Pearson in command at Prescot, proposed to him as
he passed, an attack upon the American post at Og-
densburgh, in retaliation for an excursion by the ene-
my from thence upon Brockville some days previous.
The Governor did not deem it expedient to order an
attack upon that post, but as two men had deserted on
the evening of his arrival, and gone over to the enemy,

* When this vote of thanks was passed, the facts alluded to, were
certainly not within the knowledge of the Assembly, asit is more than
probable they would have been silent on the score of humanity.

9
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who might, upon ascertaining the arrival of the Gover-
nor, way-lay him on his route, it was determined that
Lieut. Col. Pearson should proceed on the ensuing
morning with his Excellency to Kingston, while Lt.
Col. M‘Donnel, second in command at Prescot, should
make a demonstration on the ice in front of Ogdens-
burgh, as well with a view of engaging the attention
of the enemy, as by drawing out their forces, to ascer-
tain the strength of the garrison. On the ensuing morn-
ing (22d February) as the Governor departed, Lieut.
Col. M‘Donnel moved with his party across the river
on the ice, towards Ogdensburgh ; the enemy perceiv-
ing the movement, were prepared to receive him, and

Attackupon Lsi€ut. Col. M‘Donnell impelied by that
Ogdensburgh.  spirit characteristic of British Soldiers,

turned the demonstration into a real attack.

The enemy was driven from the village after a short
contest, leaving about twenty killed, and a consider-
able number wounded. Four brass field pieces, seven
pieces of iron ordnance complete, with several hun-
dred stand of arms, and a considerable quantity of
stores fell into the hands of the victors, who lost seven
killed, and seven officers (including Lieut. Col. M’Don-
nell) and forty-one men wounded. After having de-
stroyed two small schooners and two gun boats left
there to winter, they returned to their quarters at
Prescot.

During the winter the greatest exertions were made
to be in a state of preparation for the ensuing cam-
paign. In March a draught of militia took place, to
fill up the militia Battalions. A Battalion (the 6th)
was embodied at Quebec from the city Militia for gar-
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rison duty. The Canadian Regiment of Fencibles, the
Glengaries and the Voltigeurs recruited with diligence
and success; and the 104th (or New-Brunswick Regi-
ment) marched through from Fredericton for Upper-
Canada, some hundreds of miles, with extraordinary
celerity in the month of March, though their route from
Fredevicton to the river St. Lawrence, lay through an
uninhabited wilderness buried in snow, and never be-
fore practised by troops.

The American forces in the mean time augmented
daily at Sacket’s Harbour, and their fleet being supe-
rior to that of the British, a descent upon Kingston or
its neighbourhood was confidently expected ; the Ame-
rican governmment however, deemed it too hazardous
a game to stake the fute of their Lake armament upon
an enterprize against the principal depot of the British
in the Upper Province, where they must expect a des-
perate resistance, and resolved to direet their eflorts
against the more distant and vulnerable parts on the
Lake. Commodore Chauncey having accordingly
equipped his tleet for an expedition, and received on
board upwards of seventcen hundred troops under the
command of Generals Dearborn and Pike, sailed from
Sacket’s Harbour on the 25th April, and on the follow-
ing evening appeared off York with fourtecn sail of
armed vessels. On the ensuing morning (27th) the ene-
my commenced a debarkation about three miles to the
west of the town, but the wind blowing fresh from the
eastward, they fell considerably to leeward of the po-
sition fixed upon for landing (the site of the old I'rench
Fort Toronto) while they suflfered much from a galling
fire of the Dritish troops posted in a wood. They how-
ever accomplished their landing and compelled the
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Battle & Cap- British to retire with loss. The Grena-
ture of York. djers of the 8th Regiment, who lost their
Captain M’Neal, wcre, after a desperate contest almost
annibilated by the overwhelming numbers of the ene-
my. The latter having made their landing, formed
upon the beach under the immediate orders of General
Pike, while the schooners worked up to the Forts un-
der a heavy cannonade, and assuming a position at
the distance of six hundred yards from the batteries
inorder to make a simultanecus impression upon the
works by water and by land, opened a heavy fire upon
them, which did great execution. The land forces
“under General Pike advanced through a little wood
to the main works, when, at the distance of sixty rods
from them, a tremendous explosion took place from a
magazine previously prepared, which discharging an
unmense ¢uantity of rubbish, spread havock among
their troops and killed a number of their officers and
men.  General Pike, an officer much esteemed in the
American army, and who seems to have been a gen-
tleman of an amiable character in private life, received
a contusion from a large stone while leading on his men,
which in a few hours put a period to his existence.
General Sheafle finding his small force unable to re-
sist that of the enemy, retreated at two o’clock in the
afternoon, leaving Lieut. Colonel Chewit of the militia
to treat with the enemy; and a capitulation immedi-
ately ensued, by whivh York was surrendered to the
American forces, and tlie wiiitia, to the amount of more
than two hundred men with their officers, surrendered
prisoners of war, on coadition that all private proper-
ty should he respected. The public stores of every
description fell into the hands of the enemy, with the
armed schooner Duke of Gloucester undergoing re-
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pairs. A new ship which had injudiciously been laid
down at this open and defenceless Post, the preceding
winter, and now almost completely planked, was, with
the naval stores set on fire by the British previous to
their retreat. The loss of the Dritish was severe,
amounting to about one hundred and thirty men inkill-
ed and wounded, among the former Mr. M’Lean, the
Speaker of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada,
who had volunteered his services with a musket. The
loss of the enemy, though not correctiy ascertained,
must have been proportionally heavier than that of the
British. The enemy having sccured their booty, re-
embarked and sailed on the 2d of May for Niagara.

The people, hitherto unaccustomed to hear of re-:
verses, were irritated at this success of the enemy, and
as usual upon such occasions, clumoured against the
General commanding, who a few weeks afterwards was
succeeded in the Administration of the Civil Govern-
ment of Upper Canada by Major General De Rotten-
burg, and on his return to the Lower Province assum-
ed the command of the forces in the District of Mon-
treal. It is not ascertained whether his removal was
the result of the displeasure of the Commander of the
forces, but upon a cool survey of the event of the bat-
tle of York, it must be owned that the honor of the Bri-
tish arms was strenuously and ably maintained by the
small party of men uuder his command, who, including
Regulars, Militia and Indians, did not cxceed six hun-
dred.

The American fleet baving landed the troops ai
Niagara, returned to Sacket’s Harbour for reinforce-
ments, and on the 25th Moy, their whole fleet having

a %
9
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proceeded by detachinents, were again assembled at
Niavara, and General Vincent commanding at Fort
George, foresaw that an attack was intended shortly
Attack and 10 be made upou his Post.  Commodore
reduction of Chauncey despatched two of his vessels
Fort George. . . . ye
to cruise vigilantly off Kingston, and
concerted his arrangements with Gen. Dearborn
for a combined attack upon Fort George. Early ir
the morning of the 27th May the enemy commenced a
combined attack upon that Fort, having previously,
on the 24th and 25th, materially injured the works by
a warm cannonade (1o their ships and batteries, A
body of about eight Lundred riflemen under Colonel
Scott landed near the two Mile Creek, while the fleet
vanged up in the form of a crescent, extending from
the North of the light house to the two Mile Creek, so
as to enfilade the Dvitish batteries by a cross fire,
The riflemen, aftcr {orming and ascending the bank,
were met by the British, and compelled to give way in
disorder and return to the beach, from whence they
kept up a smart firc under cover of the bank. In the
mean time, another body of upwards of two thousand
men, under the direction of General Lewis, made a
landing,and formed on the beach under cover of a tre-
mendous caunnonade of round shot, and showers of
grape and canister from the fleet, that swept the adja-
cent plain, and compelled the British to retire. Gen.
Vincent finding the works torn to pieces by the enemy’s
artillery, and no longer tenable against so overwhelm-
ing a force, caused the Fort to be dismantled, and the
magazines to be blown up, and retreated to Queens-
town, leaving the Americans to take possession of the
ruins of the Fort. The British loss consisted of fifty-
two killed, and upwards of three hundred wounded and
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missing. The American accounts state their loss ar
thirty-ninekilled and one hundred and eleven wounded.

General Vincent on the ensuing day Laving collect-
ed the whole of the forces from Chippawa and Fort
Erie, and destroyed or rendered useless the posts and
stores along that fronticr, commenced his retreat to
wards Burlington Heizhts at the head of Ontario.

The arrival of Sir James L. Yeo from England at
Quebec, on the 5th May. with several Officers of the
Royal Navy, and 450 scamen for the Lales, cheered
the drooping spirits of the public. Captains Barclay,
Pring and Finnis, with five Licutenants of the Royal
Navy having previously arrived over land from Hali-
fax, with sowe seamen, were already at Kingston, and
putting the fleet in a state of preparation to meet the
enemy. Sir George Prevost proceeded from Mon-
treal to Kingston with Sir Jawmes L. Yeo, who arrived
at the latter place in the short term of six weeks from
his embarking at Portsmouth.

The two Commanders being now at Kingston, the
public was on the tip-toe of expectation for some deci-
sive dash upon the enemy’s flotilla.  An attack upon

Expedition Sacket’s Harbor in the abscnce of their
against Sac- .
ket's Harbor. fleet at Niagara was resolved upon. A
body of eight hundred or a thousaiid men were em-
barked on the 27th May, on board of the British flo-
tilla at Kingston, consisting of the Wolf 24 guns, Royal
George 24, Earl of Moira 18, and four schooners
bearing from ten to twelve guns each, with a sufiicient
number of batteaux, and at noon on the next day they

were off Sacket’s Harbor, The weather was propiti-



198 ADYINISTRATION OF {1813

ous, and the troops were transferred to the batteaux
to make their landing under an escort of two gun-
boats, commanded by Captain Mulcaster, the whole
under the immediate direction of the land and naval
Commanders in Chief. They had proceeded buta
short distance when a convoy of American boats loads
«d with troops were descried doubling Stoney Point,
on their way from Oswego to Sacket’s Harbor. The
Indians, who had previously landed on an Island, fired
uizon them as they passed and threw them into confu-
sion, wlile the boats and batteaux bore down and cap-
tured twelve of them with about 150 men : the remain-
der escaped into Sacket’s Harbour. The landing was
then deferred until the next inorning, while the Ameri-
cans raised the alarm, and withdrew a detachment of
their troops posted upon Horse Island at the mouth of
the Harbouvr, and assumed a position on the main, op-
posite a ford leading from the Island to the main land,
where they were reinforced by a body of militia, under
General Brown, and prepared for a vigorous defence,
The night was dark and rainy, and at day break nest
morning the boats were so scattered that they were
unable to effect a landing as intended, before the ene-
my should have tine to line the woods. They first at-
tempted to land on the main, in a cove formed by
Horse Island, but on approaching it they found the
enemy prepared for them by a heavy fire of musketry
from the surrounding woods supported Ly a field piece.
They then pulied.round and landed on the outside of
the Island, with little or no loss, and pushed forward
to the ford, in the face of a hot fire of musketry and
the field piece, which they carried in a few moments
after landing, with a tumbrel and a few rounds of am--
munition, The cnemy retreated, and posting them~
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selves securely behind large trees, kept up a smart
fire upon the British. The fleet in the mean time, as
as well as a small vessel with two six pounders, intend-
ed to have been landed in time to support the advance
of the troops, were, through light and adverse wind,
a long way in the rear. Uuder these circumstances it
was impossible to wait for the arrival of the artillery,
and Col. Baynes, the Adjutant General of the Forces
in British N. America, who was charged with this ser-
vice, ordered the detachment to divide, in order to
scour the woods by pursuing two paths which led in
opposite directions round a rising ground. The enemy
dislodged from the woods at the point of the bayonet,
fled to their fort and blockhouses, whither they were
pursued by the British, who sct fire to their barracks.
At this juncture it was thought by the commanding
officer, that the enemy’s block Louses and stockaded
battery could not be carried by assault, even with
the assistance of field pieces bad they been landed.
The fleet were still out of reach to render any assist-
ance in battering them, while his men were exposed to
the fire of the enemy secure within their works. The
signal of retreat was thercfore given to the indiguant
assailants, and the enterprise was abandoncd at a mo-
ment when the enemy had so far calculated upon a de-~
cisive victory on the part of the British, as to set fire
to their naval store houses, hospital and marine bar-
racks, by which all the booty previon:ly taken at York,
and the stores for their new ship were consumed. They
had also set fire to afrigate on the stocks, but on dis-
covering the retreat of the British, they succeeded in
suppressing the fire and saved her. The troops wire
immeq’ately re-embarhed and returned to Kingsten,
The loss. thouzh heavy on both sides is not correetly
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ascertained ; among the British, Capt. Gray, Acting
Depy. Q. M. General, was much regretted. He fell
while reconnoitering the enemy’s works in the hope of
discovering some opening to favor an assault. ﬁi

Thusterminated this expedition to the disappointment
of the public, who, from the presence and co-operation
of the two Commanders in Chief, fondly flattered them-
selves with a far more brilliant result. This miscarriage
with other reverses at the commencement of the pre-
sent cainpaign, destroyed in the opinion of the enemy,
the invincibility our arms had acquired the preceding
autumn,

Battleat  From these humiliating occurrences, we

Fort Meigs.  turn with pride to more cheering scenes

of action, which effectually retrieved the honor of the

Buritish arms in Upper-Canada. General Harrison,

notwithstanding the defeat of a division of his army

under General Winchester at Frenchtown in February,
still persevered in his preparations to recover the

Michigan territory, and in pursuance of his views had
towards the spring, taken post near the foot of the -

rapids of the Miami, where he only waited for rein-
forcements to commence active operations against the

British.  General Proctor aware of his views, deter-
mined to dislodge himr before the arrival of his rein-

forcements, and proceeded for the Miami. He arrived
at the neighbourhood of the enemy’s position orthe
26th of Apeil. The Americans had however, secured

themselves by block houses and batteries so as to ren- !

der every effort of the small artillery of the besiegers
wnavailing.
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In the morning of the 5th of May, a reinforcement.
consisting of two regiments amounting to about twels-
hundred men under Brigadier General Clay, having
rapidly descended the river from Fort Defiance, some
distance above Fort Meigs (the American position)
made a sudden attack, and surprised the British hat-
teries on the West side of the river, scconded by a re-
solute and simultaneous sally from the garrison. Iav-
ing carried the British batterics, they uawarily pur-
sued the Indians, who fell back skirmizhing with the
enemy, while the main force coming up, by a hasty
and judicious raovement, circumvented the Americans
and intercepted their retreat to the river. After a des-
perate contest, the enemy surrendered, and upwards
of 500 men were made prisoners. They who had sal-
lied from the Fort alone effected their escape, and he-
took themselves to their fortification. The Indians,
although disposed to sacrifice the prisoners according
to their mode of warfare, after some excesses, were
with difficulty restrained fromn slaughter by the Bri-
tish, two or three of whom fell victinis to the furv oi
the Savages, in their endeavors to protect the defence-
less prisoners. By this partial success the enemy be-
came so crippled, as to be unable to prosecute the
campaign with any prospect of recovering Detroit,
and General Proctor drew off his forces and returned
to Sandwich, under the apprehension of being aban-
doned by the Indians, who after a battle, according to
their custom, retire to the enjoyment of their booty.
In this affair, the British loss amounted to one officer
(of the militia) and fourteen men killed, and one ofii-
cer and forty-five men wounded.

Immediately after the capture of Fort George by
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the eneiny, General Dearborn pushed forward a body
Battle of ©f three thousand infantry with nine field
Stouey Creck. pieces, and two hundred and fifly cavalry,

as far as the Forty-Mile Creek, for the purpose of dis-
lodging Gencral Vincent, who had assumed a position
at Bwlington Heights at the head of Lake Ontario ; or
to prevent a junction of the forces under General
Procior with those of General Vincent, which the A-
mericans understood had been agreed upon by the
British. On the 5th of June, General Vincent, was
apprized cf the advance of the enemy, by the retreat
of his advanced picquets from Stoney Creek. Lieut,
Colonel Harvey, Deputy Adjutant General, immedi-
ately moved forward with the light companies of the
8th and 49th Regiments, and having reconnoitered the
enemy’s position, proposed to General Vincent a noc-
turnal attack upon his camp, which was approved.
At eleven in the evening, the General moved up with
the 49th Reghment, and a part of the Sth (his whole
eflective force only 704 firelocks) tow ard the American
ramp, distant about seven miles. Lieut. Col, Harvey
led on the attack in gallant style, and completely suc-
ceeded in surprising the enemy in the midst of his camp,
who, notwithstanding the darkness of the night, and
the consternation and disorder into which they were |
thrown, evinced a state of order and discipline highly
creditable to themselves, in repeatedly forming, al- !
though compelled as often to disperse before the re-
sistless energy of the British bayonet. Two Brigadier
Generals, (Chandler and Winder,) seven officers of in-
ferior rank, and one hundred and sixteen men, with
threc guns, one brass howitzer and three tumbrels, fell
into.tlle hands of the British by this brilliant and in-
trepid action, which, as it reduced the Americans from
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Offensive to defensive operations, was probably in
its result of more real importance to the salvation of
the Upper Province than any other occurrence during
the present campaign. The British were ordered to
retreat before day light, lest their small strength ex-
posed to the view of the enemy, upon the return of day
might be overpowered by their superior numbers.—
Finding that the British had retreated, they re-occu-
pied their camp after sun-rise, and having destroyed
all their incumbrances, commenced a precipitate re-
treat to Forty-Mile Creek, ten miles from the scene
of action, where they were reinforced on the following
day by General Lewis, with a detachment of the army
from Fort George. 'The loss of the British in this af-
fair was one Officer and twenty-two men killed, and
twelve Officers and one hundred and fifteen men
wounded, and fifty-five men missing.*

* In General Vincent’s Official Despatch the following well earned
tribute of applause is bestowed upon the Officers and men engaged in
this memorable achievement.

¢ T cannot conclude this despatch without calling your attention to
the following Ofticers :—

«To Lieut. Col. Harvey, the Deputy-Adjutant-General, my obliza-
tions are particularly due. From the first moment the enemy’s approach
was known, he watched his movements, and afforded me the earliest
information. To him, indeed, I am indebted for the suggestion and
plan of operations : nothing couldbe more clearthen his arrangements,
nor more completely successful in the result. The conduct of Major
Plenderleath, who commanded the 49th Regiment, was very conspi-
cuous. By his decision and prompt efforts, the surprise of the enemy’s
camp was completed, and all his efforts to make a stand were render-
ed ineffectual by the bayonet, which overthrew all opposition. A
party of the 49th with Major Plenderlegth at their head,gallantly charg-
ed some of the enemy's lield pieces, and brought off two six pounders.

« Major Ogilvie led on, in the most gallant manner, the five compa-
nies of the King's Regiment, and whilst one half of that highly distin-
cuished corps supported the 49th Regiment, the other part moved to

10 :
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On the evening of the seventh, the British fleet hove
in sight, and on the ensuing morning approached the
shore and fired a few shot upon the enemy, whom they
summoned to surrender prisoners of war. This was
refused by the American Officer, who however, deemed
it expedient to fall back upon Fort George, while the
British, as they retired, pressed upon their rear and
occupied the ground they abandoned. Twelve of their
batteaux which accompanied the army on its retreat,
containing principally officers baggage, fell into the
hands of the British fleet, which occasioned the enemy
for the present, no other inconvenience than by enabling
the British troops to advance with security and to urge
the rctreat of the Americans.

On the 24th June, a party of about six hundred of
the enemy, under Lieut. Colonel Boerstler, who had
been despatched the preceding day by Gen. Dearborn,

the right and attacked the enemy’s left flank, which decided our mid-
1ight contest,

«I have also received the greatest assistance from Major Glegg, Bri-
gade Major to the Forces, andbeg leave to mention the names of Cap-
tains M’'Doual and Milnes, your Excellency’s Aids-de-Camp, who ac-
companied me to the attack, and upon all occasions have volunteered
their services. I have likewise to acknowledge the assistance of Capt.
Chambers of the 415t Regiment ; who had arrived some days befoe
from Amherstburgh, and Mr. Brock, Pay-Master of the 49th, who as-
sisted me as Acting Aid-de-Camp..

¢ To Mr. Hackett, Acting Staff-Surgeon to his army, I feel parti.u-
larly indebted, by which the wounded have received every attention,
and are most of them likely to be restored to the service.

‘It would be an act of injustice, were I to omit assuring your Ex-
cellency, that gallantry and discipline were never more conspizuons
than during our short service ; and I feel the greatest satisfac‘ion in
assuring yau that every Officer and individual seemed anxious to rivzl
each other in his efforts to support the hopour of His Majesty’s arms,
and to maintain the high character of British trcope.”
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by way of Queenstown, with a view of dislodging a
detachment or picquet, posted at a place called the
Beaver Dams, (a few miles from Queenstown) were
surprised on their route by a party of Indians uuder
capt. Kerr,and after some skirmishing, believing them-
Afair at  Selves hemmed in by superior numbers, sur-
BeaverDams. rendered to It. Fitzgibbons of the 45th regt.
This Officer, arriving at the conclusion of the business,
with a small detachment of forty-six rank and file, com-
pleted the victory, and the Americans surrendered
themselves prisoners, after negociating a capitulation
with him in the name of Major De Haren, by whom
he induced the enemy to believe themselves surround-
ed with considerable force. The latter officer, though
not immediately on the ground, was however in the
neighbourhood, and advancing with the light compa-
ny of the 8th Regiment, and the two flank companies
of the 104th, with a small body of Provincial cavalry
under Capt. Hall. The prisoners taken, were five
hundred and twelve in number, including twenty-five
ofticers, with two field pieces, and a stand of colours.

The enemy, by these partial successes of the British,
were compelled to confine theinselves to Fort George
and its invirons, and before the 1st of July the British
had formed a line extending from Twelve-Mile Creek
on Lake Ontario, across to Queenstown, on the Niagara
river. I'rom Chippawa a descent was made on the
American Fort Schlosser on the opposite side of the
river, during the night of the 4th of July by a small
party of militia and soldiers under Lieut. Col. Clark
of the militia, who surprised a small guard at that post,
and brought away a brass six-pounder, upwards of fif-
ty stand of arms, a small quantity of stores, with a gun-
boat and two battecaux.
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Lieut. Col. Bishop lately commanding at Fort Erie,
at day break in the morning of the eleventh of July,
Attackupon Daving obtained the approbation of the
Black Rock.  General Commanding for the execution of
an enterprise,which be had previously proposed, cross-
ed over with 240 men,consisting of asmall party of mili-
tia, and detachments of the 8th, 41st, and 49th regiments.
They eflectually surprised the enemy’s post at Black
Rock, where they burnt his block houses, stores, bar-
racks, dock-yard and a vessel ; but while occupied in
securing the stores to carry them away in their
batteaux, the enemy with a reinforcement of militia
and some Indians in their interest, under cover of the
wirounding woods, opened a smart fire and com-
pelled the British to hasten their retreat, with the loss
of thirteen men killed, and a considerable number
wounded; among the latter, Capt. Saunders of the
41st regiment severely, and Lieutenant Colonel
Bishop mortally, an oflicer of distingaished merit,
whose loss was much regretted by the militia of Upper
Canada, with whom he seems to have been a favourite
Inspecting Field Officer. Seven picces of ordmance,
two hundred stand of small arms, and a great quantity
of stores were brought away.

The two armies, almost in sight of each other, re-
mained inactive, until the arrival of the Commander of
the Forces from Kingston, when the speedy reduction
of Fort George was confidently expected. The Go-
vernor, to ascertain the extent of the enemy’s works,
and the means he possessed of defending the position
which he occupied, determined to make a full demon-
stration on Fort George ; and, on the morning of the
24th of August, the army was put in movement, as if
an assault upon that Fort was immediately to take
place. The British drove in the picquets, several of
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which were taken, and advanced within a few hundred
yards of the enemy, who, although supported by a fire
upon the British from their batteries on the opposite
shore, declined leaving their entrenchments to venture
into the field. The Commander of the Forces did not
deem it adviseable to risk a trial for the recovery of that
post, which, by the little utility, the enemy cooped up
within the limits of the fort, derived from its occupa-
tion, was not of sufficient moment to compensate for
the loss, the British must have experienced from an
assault. The whole force in the neighbourhood of
Fort George at that period did not exceed 2000 men,
on an extended line, while that of the enemy in Fort
George, exceeded 4000, totally depending upon their
own resources for the subsistence of their army, and
compelled to act solely on the defensive, from the hos-
tile front assumed by the British in their neiglibourhood,

Gen. Harrison in the mean time was on the Sandusky
river, making preparations to prosecute the war with
vigour in the Michigan territory, as soon as the fleet
fitting out at Erie (Presqu’isle,) under Captain Perry,
who had been dispatched thither by Commodore
Chauncey towards the end of blay, should be in suf-
ficient strength to co-operate with the land forces.
General Proctor again resolved to make another effort
to defeat his purpose, and’ immediately invested the
American Fort at Lower Sandusky then under the

Attack up- command of Major Croghan, with a force
ggndll‘;gl‘c?r- consisting of near five hundred, men includ-
ing regulars and militia, and between three and four
thousand Indians under Mr. Dixon and the celebrated
Indian Chief Tecumseh. After a smart cannonade on
the second of Angust from five six pounders and a

10 %
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howitzer for the purpose of effecting a breach in the
enemy’s works, the British (the Indians having previ-
ously withdrawn themselves out of reach of the enemy’s
fire) led on by Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Short, ad-
~ vanced unperceived by the enemy under cover of a
cloud of smoke to the distance of eighteen or twenty
paces of the enemy’s works. A heavy fire was imme-
diately opened, which at first threw the assailants into
disorder: they however immediately rallied, and hav-
ing advanced to the outer works, began to leap into
the ditch, when a fire of grape slugs was opened froma
six pounder (which had been previously arranged so
as to rake the ditch) supported with musketry, that
dealt destruction among the assailants, and compelled
them to retreat with precipitancy, leaving their gallant
leader, Lieutenant €olone]l Short with three Officers
and fifty-two men kLilled and missing. The wounded
amounted to forty-one including three Officers. Gen-
eral Proctor, after this affair, finding his force inade-
quate, the Indians unaccustomed to the European
mode of warfare and the delay of a siege, growing im-
patient, and General Harrison at no great distance
with a respectable force, thought proper to raise the
siege and retire to Amherstburgh.

Capture of Lhe events in the Lower Province deserve
the Growler our attention. The old fortifications at the
: ﬁlfﬂi ;“:l’: Isle-Aux Noix, emphatically termed the key

" of Lower-Canada, had been repaired, and
three gun-boats sent thither from Quebec. No ma-
terial occurrence transpired in that neighborhood until
the third day of June, when early in the morning a
sail was observed from the garrison over a point
of land formed by a bend in the river about two
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leagues above the Island. This unusual appearance
created an alert in the garrison, at that time com-
- manded by Lieutenant Colonel George Taylor, In-
specting Field Officer (then Major in the 100th Regi-
ment) who apprehending from previous private infor-
mation, a combined attack from the naval force on
Lake Champlain, and the troops in the neighborhood
of his post, commanded by the Brigadier Generals,
Smith and Clarke, determined by a decisive coip de
. main to anticipate the views ofthe enemy. He lost nc
time in equipping the three gun boats lying unemploy-
_ ed for want of seamen, carrying each a carronade (one
of them an eighteen, the two others twelve pounders)
and having manned them with soldiers from his Regi-
ment, with three artillery men to each boat, proceeded
to engage the enemy : on deubling the point above the
garrison, another vessel was discovered a short dist-
ance from the former, hitherto concealed by the inter-
vening land. This discovery did not however deter
Lieut. Col. Taylor from persevering in his former reso-
lution, and the boats having advanced, a spirited en-
gagement soon ensued, which, aftr some continuation,
was suspended from a deficiency of ammunition, that
was however, speedily supplied from the garrison,
when the action revived with augmented vigour. Lieut.
Col. Taylor had, on leaving the garrison, taken the
precaution to man two batteaux with a detachment of
soldiers, for the double purpose of rendering assist-
ance to the gun boats in the event of their being either
sunk or disabled in the engagement, or to assistin
boarding if it should be found necessary ; but on see-
ing the enemy manceuyring up the river with a light
southerly breeze, by which they alternately approz.lch-
ed the banks of the river, (here more than a mile wide)
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he promptly seized the advantage, and directed the
landing of one of the batteaux crews on the East, un-
der the direction of Lieut. Williams, and the other on
the West side of the river, under that of captain Gor-
don, with orders to proceed up the river, until opposite
the vessels, and to ply them with small arms from ei-
ther shore.

These detachments on their arrival at the point of
destination, poured a destructive fire of musketry on
the enemy as they alternately approached the shore. |
This judicious and well timed measure, combined with
a well directed fire from the gun-boats, of round and
grape, completely decided the fate of the action,
which the enemy most gallantly contested from
half past four, until half past eight in the morning,
and did not surrender until further resistance became
atterly unavailing ; one of the vesselsbeing run aground
to prevent ler sinking. They proved to be the Ameri-
can sloops of War, Growler and Eagle (afterwards
named Shannon and Broke, and subsequently by or-
ders from the Admiralty, Chub and Finch) fitted out
in the most complete manner for service, each carry-
ing eleven guns, (cighteens, twelves and sixes,) long
eighteens on pivots upon the forecastle, with compli-
ments of fifty-five men, comprehending a company of
marines, which theyhad received on board from Cham-
plain the evening previous to the engagement ; the
whole under the command of Officers of the United
States Navy. The gallantry and good conduct of the
Ofiicers and men, particularly that of Captain Gordon,
Lieutenant Williams, Ensigns Dawson, Gibbon, Hum-
phries, Quarter-Master Pilkington, and Mr. Lowe of
the provincial Marine Department, engaged on this
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occasion, were highly applauded in Lieut. Cclonel

_ Taylor’sofficial despatch.Theloss of thi enemy was con-
. siderable : the prisoners amounted to one hundred men,
of whom many were wounded : the killed were tlirown

overboard during the action. Of the capiors, not a
man was killed, and only three severely wounded.*—
The naval force of the encmy on Lake Champlain was,
by the capture of these vessels,almost annihilated, while
it afforded the British immediate and cficctual wmeans
for offensive operations on that Lake, and checked
the invasion meditated on the Lowecr Province. The
intention of the enemy, by thus venturing so uear to
Isle-auxs-Noix, where the river becomes so narrow as
scarcely to afford room to manceuvre with safety, has

“never been clearly ascertained. It was thought his

plan was to have attempted to carry the fortifications

. of the Island by surprise, or that this approach of their

Sloops of War was, more probably, to secure the pro-
gress of a regular land force, actually in movement
with the supposed intention of reducing the post L a
regular siege.

The Awmerican Government, with a view
Rednction . .
of Plattshurgh, of prosecutiny the war against Lower-Ca-
Champlain & pada, had been at considerable pains and
Swanton. R . .
expence in erecting Barracks, Hospitals

“and Magazines at different points along Lake Chumn-

plain, particularly at Burlington, Plattsburgh, Clham-
plain and Swanton, in the neighbourhood of the fron-

* Inthis affair no morethan 1N men were engazed o the part of the
British. It is worthy of notive, that this was th_«- .l’rr-t action in which
the 10uth Regiment had heen engazed; an auspicious omen of the g{nl-
lantry afterwards displayed by that meritorious corps in comnion with
the other troops at Niacar. It is al-o a sinzulor luc!,ll'l.lt the quns hy
longing to His Mujesiv’s Slonp of War Alert, some (mn'- pr\-\‘ujw;.)
captured by the U Stares Frigate Feses. were on board thes vesseis,
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tiers ; and it was deemied expedient by the Comman-
der of the Forces, to fit out an expedition at Isle-aux-
Noix for the purpose of destroying them, as well as to
divert the attention of the enemy from the Upper-Pro- -
vince. The two armed vessels recently captured were
put in commission under Capt. Pring, who was sent
from the fleet on Lake Ontario, and promoted to them
by Sir James Yeo, with the rank of Commander. Capt.
Everard, commanding the Wasp Sloop of War, hav-
ing arrived at Quebec at that juncture, was ordered
from thence, with his scamen to the Isle-aux-Noiz,
where as Senior officer, he assumed the command of
the two vessels and the three gun-boats, which had soon
been put in a competent state of repair after the
action. On the twenty-ninth of July, this small fleet
was completely equipped and having received onboard
about nine bundred men, consisting of a detachment of
the 13th Regiment, under Lieut. Colonel Williams (of
that Regiment) second in command, and seme com-
panies of the 100th and 103d Regiments, under the
respective commands of Lieut. Colonels Taylor and
Smelt, commanding the right and left wings of the ex-
pedition, with some artillery under Capt. Gordon, and
a few of the embodied militia as batteaux men, the
whole under the command of Col. John Murray, In-
specting Field Oflicer, moved from Isle-aux Noix for
Lake ““hamplain.

The expedition proceeded up the Lake with much
order, and on the 31st landed without opposition at
Piattsburgh, from whence General Moore, with a con-
siderable body of men, (reported at about fifteen hun-
dred,) bad previously retired on the approach of the
British, Here, Colonel Murray having previouw:ly
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tembarked all thic wariike Steres, of which a cousider-
il able quantity was found in the Arsenad, and Laving de-
wstroyed such as he could not conveniently tuke avay,
yset fire to the enciny’s Arsenal, public buitlings, Comn-
r-nissariat Stores and Barracks, recently erected, and
ncapable of accommodating from tour to five thousand
‘men, While the troops were thus employed, during
-that day and the whole of the night, Captains Eve-
trard and Pring, in the Growler and Eagcle, with a gun-
yboat, proceeded to Llurlington, where Gen. Hampton
lay encamped with four thousand men, and threw that
-place into the utmost consternation. Having captured
and destroyed, within sight of the enemy’s forces, four
- vessels, Capt. Everard rcturned to Plattsharg, where
«the troops were re-cmbarked, and proceeded to Swan-
wton. Col. Murray, while on the wuy thither, sent a de-
gtachment to Champlain, for the purpese of destroying
gthe Barracks and a Block House at that post. The
main body having visited Swanton, and cfiected the
purpose of the expedition to the fullest extent of His
Excellency’s orders, returned to Isle-aux-Noix, wher:
;they arrived on the fourth of August.

H

. The ariny, acting upon the extcnsive line of opera-
tions along the frontiers of Lower and Upper Canada,
“(atthe lowest computation,one thousand miles from Lake
‘Champlain to Michilimackinac) was,by the ablearrange
ments of the Comiissary General, Sir W. 1. Robin-
son, and the unwearied excrtions of the Departicent
under his directions, copiously supplied at every point
"with provisiens and commissariat stores of all descript-
ions. The small post at Liachine was com erted into a
depot, and placed under the superintendance of John
Finlay, esq. Deputy Assistant Commissary CGeneral,
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from whence the whole supplies for the Upper Pro-
vince, were, by that gentleman, forwarded to Kingston,
with the most indefatigable diligence. To intercept
the convoys of batteaux with provisions from that post
to Kingston, the Americans had sent several cruisers
and privateers from Sacket’s Harbour to the vicnity
of Prescot, and among the Thousand Islands. On the
20th July, the enemy having succecded in surprising
and capturing at day break, a brigade of batteaux
loaded with provisions under convoy of a gun-boat,with
which they retired several miles up Goose Creek, on
the South of the St. Lawrence, below Gananoque,
three gun-boats under the command of Lieut. Scott of
the Royal Navy, were despatched from Kingston with
a detachment of the 100th regt. under capt. Martin, with
a view of intercepting them on their return to Sacket’s
Harbour. The proceeded to the lower end of Long

Afair at Island, where, having ascertained the re-
Goose Creck. treat of the enemy, they immediately push-
ed for that place, but before they came in sight of the
American vessels, the evening was too far advanced
to make an attack with any prospect of success ; it was
therefore determined to defer the attack until the nest
morning. -

Another gun boat arriving in the course of the
evening with a detachment of the 41st Regiment, un-
der Major Frend, that Officer assumed the command,
and at three o’clock the next morning, proceeded up
the Creek with the gun boats, in the hopes of gainiig"
the enemy’s position at the dawn of day. They pro-
ceeded until the channel became so narrow that the
gun boats could neither use their oars ner turn, so as
to bring their guns to bear upon the banks, and it was
discovered that the enemy had taken precautions to
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obstruct their further progress by felling large trees
across the Creek. In endeavouring to remove these
impediments they were fired upon by the American
vessels, and from a gun which they bad landed on the
left bank, supported with musketry from the surround-

_ing woods. A few of the soldiers who had landed on

the right bank having rc-embarked in the sternmost
boats, leaped into the stream and carrying their mus-
kets on their heads succeeded, after wading through
the water and swampy soil contiguous thereto, in ef-
fecting a landing on the left bank, and led on by
Lieatenant Fawcet, of the 100th Regiment, drove the
enemy in gallant style, who retreated with precipi-
tancy to their log intrenchment. This spirited ad-
vance saved the gun boats, the foremost of which (the
only one that bore upon the enemy) exposed to a gall-
ing fire had been disabled. Major I'rend finding the
enemy strongly posted, and, from the impracticability
of bringing the other gun boats into action, that a
farther perseverance must be attended with a yreater
sacrifice of lives, than the nature of the enterprise
seemed to justify, re-embarked the troops and retived
from the uncqual contest. In this affair Capt:in Mil-
nes, Aid-de-Camp to the Commander of the Forces,
was mortally wounded. This gallant ycung officer,
had accidentally met Major Frend in pursuit of the
enemy, and impelled by a thirst of honor had volun-
teered his services to assist in accomplishing his pur-
pose. The encmy emboldened by this momentary
success, continued tc cruise with impunity in the same
neighborhood ta the annoyance of the Comnussariat
transport service, when a movement of troops trom

the Lower to the Upper Province, afiorded a momen-
11
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tary opportunity of checking their temerity. Seven
Companies of the 100th Regiment under the command
of Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, on their route from
Isle-aux-Noix, to Upper Canada, arriving in the mid-
dle of August at Prescot, Licutenant Colonel Pearson
in command at that post, had previous orders to form
an expedition in conjunction with the detachment un-
der that Oflicer, and about eighty seamen that were
to have been there at the same time, (on their route
from Quebec to; Lake Erie, to man the fleet on that
Lake under Captain Barclay,)* in order to dislodge
the enemy from Goose Creek, and to scour the Thou-
sand Islands infested by his Privateers. The seamen
not arriving so soon as expected, and the urgency of
the service in the Upper Province, requiring the imme-
diate advance of this reinforcement of troops, there
was no time for delay, and the expedition cousisting
of five gun boats, with upwards of 400 men under the
command of Lieutenant Colonels Pearson and Taylor,
immediately sat out for Goos Creek, which the ene-
my precipitately abandoned upon their approach.
From thence they cruised for some time among the
Thousand Islands, and visited Gravelly Point in the
vicinity of Sacket’s Harbor. This excursion proved
of material importance to the security of the transport
of provision and stores destined for the Upper-Pro-
vince, as the enemy’s cruisers did not for the remain-
der of the present campaign infest these waters.

On Lake Ontario the two Naval Commanders strove
with indefatigable emulation for the dominion of the

* It has been asserted that the Seamen here alluded to, never reached

Lake Erie, as it was found expedient to detain them at Kingston for the
service on Lake Ontario.
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Lake. Commodore Chauncey after the capture of
Fort George, returned to Sacket’s Harbour to await
the equipment of his new ship the Pike, while Lis adver-
sary Sir James Yeo, scoured the Lake, and supplicd
the British army in the neighbourhood of Fert George
with abundance of stores. In the early partof July,
Sir James fitted out an expedition of boats for Sacket’s
Naval occur- Harbour, with a view of cutting out their
rencesonLake new  ship, then ahmost rigged and rea-
Outario. .
dy to appear on the Lake. He arrived
unobserved at the vicinity of that port, and would
probably have effected his purpose had not the es-
cape of two deserters from his party, which had land-
ed for refreshments, and in order to remain concealed
until night should favour the enterprise, given the
alarm to the enemy. This unlucky incident induced
him to relinquish the undertaking and return to Kings-
ton. Towards the end of July the American leet again
appeared with augmented force upon the Lake, and
Commodore Chauncey having reccived a company of
artillery, with a considerable number of troops under
Colonel Scott, proceeded for the head of the Lale,
with a view of seizing and destroying the stores at Bur-
lington Heights, the principal depot of the ariny on the
Nizgara Frontier, then occupied by a small detach-
ment under Major Maule. The design of the enemy
against this depot being suspected, Licut. Col. Batters-
by, commanding the Glengary regiment, upon being
notified to that effect by Lieut. Col. Harvey, Deputy
Adjutant General, moved forward from York, and by
a march of extraordinary cclerity arvived with a rein-
forcement in tiine to save the depot, which the enemy,
on finding the British ready to reccive them, did not



128 ADMINISTRATION OF [1813

deem it prudent to attack. Commodore Chauncey on
learning that York, by the advance of Lieut. Col. Bat-
tersb,’ to Burliugton Heights, was left destitute of
troops, seized the opportunity and bore away for that
port, which he entered on the 31st of July. Here the
Americans landed without opposition, and having taken
possession of the small quantity of stores found at that
place, they set fire to the barracks and public store
houses, and having re-embarked their troops, bore
away for Niagara. Itis a coincidence of circumstances
worthy of notice,that on the same day in which the Ame-
rican Commander was employed in burning the bar-
racks and stores at York, Lieut. Col. Murray was not
less actively employed on the same business at Platts-
burgh. The British fleet sailed from Kingston on the
last day of July, with supplies for the army at the head
of the Lake, and on the eighth of August looked into
Niagara, where the enemy’s fleet lay moored. The
latter hove up, and bore down upon the British fleet
with which they manceuvred until the tenth, when a
partial engagement ensued, in which two small vessels,
of forty men each, (the Julia and Growler) were cut
off and captured by the British.

Commodore Chauncey somewhat disheartened with
the loss of these, and two other small vessels, the
Scourge of eight, and Hamilton of nine guns, upset by
a press of sail to escape, with the loss of all hands, ex-
cept sixteen men picked up by the British, bore up for
Niagara, from whence he sailed almost immediately
for Sacket’s Harbour, where he arrived on the thir-
teenth of August. Here he provisioned his fleet, and
instantly made sail for Niagara, where he remained at
anchar until the British fleet appeared off that Hars
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bour : early in the morning of the seventh of Septcm-
ber, when the American fleet again weighed and bore
down upon the British, with which they mancuvred
until the twelfth, when the latter returned into Am-
herst Bay near Kingston. During these five days, but
few shots were exchanged between the larger ships,
without any injury to either side. The Americans,
however, had much the advantage in weight of metal
and long guns. The fleets again met on the 28th of
September off York, when an engagement ensued for
near two hours, in which the Wolfe, commanded by
Sir James L. Yeo, lost lier main and mizen top masts,
and would probably have been captured, had not the
Royal George, commanded by captain Mulcaster, run
in between the Wolfe and the Pike, taking the latter
in a raking position, so as to afford the Wolfe an op-
portunity of hauling off and clearing away the wreck.
This affair terminated in the retreat of the British fleet
under Burlington Heights, whither the enemy did not
think proper to- pursue it: a resolution, which if
adopted by the American Commander might proba-
bly have been fatal to the British flect on Lake Onta-
rio. On the Ist-of October, the American fleet set sail
from Fort George with a convoy of troops for Sacket’s
Harbour, where an expedition was preparing, whose
destination was as yet usknown. The British fleet left
their anchorage under Burlington Heiglts on the next
day, and came in sight of the enemy, but no attempt
was made to bring on a general engagement. The
American fleet in their way to Sacket’s Harbour fell in
with, and captured five small vessels out of.seven, with
upwards of 250 men of De Watteville’s Regiment from
York, bound for Kingston, where an attack was appre-
A1®
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hended. Thisloss, though apparently trifling in itself,
was severely felt, by reason of'the few forces in the Up-
per-Province. For the remainder of the season noth-
ing of moment occurred on this Lake ; and indeed the
Naval Commanders appear to have considered the
question of too great importance to their respective
Governments to stake the fate of warin Upper-Canada,
upon a decisive naval engagement. ,

CHAPTER VL

Naval Engagement on Lake Erie. Evacuation of Detroit by the British.
Battle at the Moravian Village and defeat of General Proctor. The
British raise the investment of Fort George. Invasion of Lower-Ca-
nada by Gen. Hampton,and the defeat of the enemy at Chateauguay
by Lieut. Col. De Salaberry. Wilkinson's Expedition. Battle of
Chrystler's Farm. Retreat of the Americans to Salmon River. Gen.
Drummond assumes the Command in Upper-Canada. Americans
evacuate Fort George. British surprise and capture Fort Nia-
gara.

D e

HE campaign towards the autumn assumed a more
systematic and menacing character. At the be-
ginning of September, the forces at Burlington (Ver-
mont) under General Hampton, moved across Lake
Champlain to Plattsburgh, with a view of penetrating
into the district of Montreal, while General Wilkinson
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with 10,000 men at Sacket’s Harbour, was prepar-
ing under the immediate direction of General Arm-
strong the Secretary of War, a numerous flotilla of bat-
teau and Durham boats, for an expedition supposed
to be destined either against Kingston or Montreal.
General Harrison with an army of eight thousand men
on the Miami river, only waited for the equipment of
the American fleet fitting out under Commodore Per-
ry, at Presqu’lsle, to move his forces against Detroit,
and to carry on offensive operations against the British
in the neighbourhood of Lake Erie. Captain Bar-
clay, who had early in the summer, assumed the com-
mand of the British squadron on Lake Erie, blockaded
the American fleet, so as to prevent their crossing the-
Bar at Presqu’Isle (which the enemy could not effect
without unshipping their guns,) until the conclusion of
August, when having occasion to bear away for Long
Point, the enemy seized the moment of his absence
and crossed the Bar. Finding on his return the enc-
my ready for the Liake, and too powerful for his small
squadron, he bore away for Amherstburgh, to await
the equipment of the Detriot recently launched. Com-
modore Perry sailed shortly after him for the head of
the Lake, and appeared at the commencement of Sep-
tember, for several days successively off Amherst-
burgh,in defiance of the British squadron, retiring
every evening to his anchorage at Put-in-Bay. The
British forces in the Michigan Territory, and its neigh-
bourhood, falling short of supplies for which they de-
pended solely upon the fleet, Captain Barclay had no
other alternative than to risk a general engagement,
With this resolution, he made sail from Amherstburgh
on the 9th September, manned with only fifty or sixty



102 ADMINISTRATION OF {1813

seamen, (including a small reinforcement of thirty-six
men {rom Lake Ontario) and Detachments from the

Naval action 415ty and Royal Newfoundland Regiments,
on Lake Erie. a5 marines. On the tenth in the morning
the enemy’s fleet were descried at anchor in Put-in-
Bay, which immediately weighed and bore down up-
on the British syuadron, while the wind blowing a
gentle breeze from the South West, veering round to
the South East, gave the enemy the weather-gage. At
a quarter before twelve, the British commenced firing,
which-was in ten minutes afterwards returned by the
enemy who bore up for close action. The engage-
ment continued with unabated fury until half past two,
when the enemy’s principal ship, the Lawrence, being
rendered unmanageable, Commodore Perry left herin
charge of his first Lieut. Yarnal, and hoisted his Pen-
dant on board the Niagara. Soon after this officer had
left the Lawience her colours were struck, but the Bri-
tish from the weakness of their crews and destruction
of their boats, were unable to take possession of her.
It was at this anxious and interesting juncture, that the
fate of the day seemed to poise in favor of the British ;
and Commodore Perry cven despaired of the victory,
when a sudden breeze revived his hopes, and turned the
scale in his favor. 'This fortunate Commander find-
ing the Niagara had suffered lightly in the engage-
ment, made a desperate effort to rctreive the fortune of
the day, and taking advantage of the breeze, shot ahead
of the Lady Prevost, Queen Charlotte and Hunter,
raking them with her starboard guns, and. engaged the
Detriot, which being raked in all directions soon be-
came unmanageable. The Niagara then bore round
ghead of the Queen Charlotte, and hauling up on the
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starboard tack, engaged that Ship, giving at the same
time a raking fire with her larboard guns to the Chip-
pawa and Little Belt, while the smaller vessels closing
to grape and canister distance, maintained a tremend-

. ous and most destructive fire. This masterly, and but

too successful manceuvre decided the contest. Capt.
Barclay, being severely and dangevously wounded,
Captain Finnis of the Queen Charlotte, killed, and
every Commander, and Otdicer second in command,
either killed or disabled, the Detriot and Qucen Char-
lotte, perfect wrecks, after a desperate engagement of
upwards of three hours, were compelled to surrender,
By this decisive action, the whole of the British squad-
ron on Lake Erie was captured by the enemy, who
now became uncontrollable masters of the Lake.
The enemy lost in this action twenty-seven men in kil-
led and ninety-six men wounded. The British lost
three officers and thirty-eight nen killed, and nine offi-
cers and eighty-five men wounded.

The Prisoners werc landed at Sandusky and treated
with the greatest humanity by the American Commo-
dore, who paroled Captain Barclay, and treated that
gallant officer with all the kindness and attention which
his unsuccessful bravcry deserved.

The army in possession of the Michigan Territory
and the neighbourhood of Detroit, by this disastrous
defeat, were deprived of cvery prospect of obtaining
future supplies (rom Kingston by way of Lake Onta-
rio, and a speedy evacuation of Detroit and a retreat
towards the head of that Lake, became iuevitable.
Commodore Perry, as soon alter the engagement as.
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circumstances would admit, transported the American
forces under the command of General Harrisory, from
Portage River and Fort Meigs, to Put-in-Bay, from
whence they were conveyed to the neighbourhood of
Amberstburgh, which they occupied on the evening of
the 23d of September, General Proctor having pre-
viously fallen back upon Sandwich, after setting fire to
the Navy Yard, Barracks and Public Stores, at the for-
mer place. General Proctor seeing the enemy deter-
mined to follow up his first success, by an immediate
march upon Detroit, found his troops void of resour-
ces, too reduced in numbers to make a stand and dis-
pute occupancy of that Post against the overwhelming
force of the enemy. He therefore determined to re-
treat along the river Thames toward the head of Lake
Evacuation Ontario. On September 26th he evacuated

of Detriotby Detroit and Fort Sandwich, and com-
the British. . r .
menced bis retreat toward the Thames, hav-

ing entirely destroyed the public stores at those posts.
In this reverse of fortune the Indians under Colonel
Elliot of the Indian Department, with Tecumseb, stilk
adhered to his standard with unshaken fidelity, and co-
vered his retreat. Harrison occupied Sandwich on
the following day (the 27th Sept.) and on the second
of October marchedin quest of the shattered remains
of the British Forces under General Proctor, escort-
ed by a number of batteaux, and three gun-boats, un-
der the immediate direction of Commodore Perry.
On the 4th of October, he came up with the rear guard
of the British, and succecded in capturing the whole
of their ammuuition and stores. General Proctor,
under this second reverse of fortune, by which he was
left destitute of the-means of subsistence and defence,

~
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found himself compelled to stake the fate of the rem-
; nant of his small army on a general engagement. He
! accordingly assumed a position on the right bank of
the Thames, at the Moravian Town (an Indiau vil-
lage,) the left of his line resting on the river w.d sup-
ported by a field piece, his right on a swamp, at the
distance of near 300 yards from the river, and flonked
by the whole Indian force attached to the division.
The intermediate ground covered with lofty trees, was
dry and somewhat elevated. In this position he wait-
ed the approach of the enemy, who having on the morn-
ing of 5th of October, passed the river at a rapid, 12
miles below the Meravian village, by means of two or
three boats and a few Indian canoes found on the spot,
and by crossing a number of infantry behind the horse-
men, came up with the British in the afterncon of that
inglorious day. General Harrison drew up Lis men
in two lines, and secured his left flank which was op-
posed to the Indians, by a Division thrown Lack en Pu-
tence, and without any previous engagement by Infan-
try, ordered his mounted Kentuckians (accustowed
from their boyhood to ride with extraordinary dexteri-
ty through the most embarrassed woods) to charge
at full speed upon the DBritish, which they eflect-
ed before the latter had time to dischiarge their third
Batle at the fire. By this cavalry charge of the cne-
Mg:“;m‘dg my, the troops, worn down with l'uﬁgun. zTnd
feat of Gene- hunger, and dispirited by the uupromising
ral Proctor. appearance of the campaign, becatne total-
ly routed and for the most pari, surrendered them-
selves prisoners, while the Generat, and bis pe;:sonal
Staff, sought their safety in flight. The lndianﬂs, iu the
mean time, carried on the contest with the left of the
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American line, with furious determination ; but these
faithful allies, finding all hopes of retrieving the day to
be in vain, yielded to the overwhelming numbers of the
enemy, and relunctantly left the field. They however re-
mained in the neighbourhood, and harrassed the ene-
my on his retreat to Detroit and Sandwich, whither he
returned immediately after the action. The British are
said to have lost twelve killed and twenty-two wound-
ed. The Americans stated their own loss at seven kil-
led and tweuty-two wouanded. Thirty-three Indians
were found dead upon the field ; among them the
famous chiel and warrior Tescumseh, not less cele-
brated for his humanity, a virtue little known among
Indians in astate of war, than by his bravery, his elo-
quence, and his influence among our Indian allies. Up-
wards of six hundred of the British, including twenty-
five officers, were made prisoners of war. They who
escaped, made the best of their way to Ancaster, at
the head of the Liake Ontario, exposed at an inclement
seasciy, to all the horrors of a dreary wilderness, of hun-
ger and famine. QOn the seventeenth of October, they
rendezvoused at that place to the number of two hun-
dred and forty-six including the General and seven-
teen officers.*

* The American official statement of the number of prisoners taken
in this affair, almost exactly coincides with the British accounts. Gen.
Harvison in his Official Despatch, says, « 1 left the army before an of-
ficial return of the prisoners. and that of the killed and wounded was
made out. It was however ascertained that the former amounted to
six hundred and one regulars, inclading twenty-five officers. Our loss
is seven killed and twenty-two wounded, five of which died since.
Of the British troops, twelve wer> killed and twenty-two wounded.
The Tudiaos suffered mo=t—ihirty-three ofthem having been found up-
.on the ground, besides thase killed on the retreat.”

The British Joss can be ascertained from the following extract from
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This disaster of the British arms in that quarter,
seems not to have been palliated by those precautions,
and that presence of mind, which, even in defeat, re-
flects lustre upon a Commander. The bridges and
roads in the rear of the retreating army were left en-
tire, while its progress was retarded by an useless and
cumbrous load of baggage. Whether the neglect
sprung from a erroneous contempt of the enemy, or
from disobedience of the orders of the Commanding
Officer, is not well understood ; but the defeat led to
the harshest recrimination, and involved the division of
the brave troops that had hitherto served with honor
nthe Michigan territory, in undeserved disgrace.

Notwithstanding these events the British still retain-

the General Order of the Commander of the Forces of the 24th of No-
vember, 1813, relative to General Proctor’s defeat on the 5th of Octo-
ber, 1813.

Killed, wounded, and missing in the retreat and in the aclion of the bk
of October, 1813.
1Inspecting Field Officer, 1 Deputy-Assistant-Quarter-Master Ge-
neral, 1 Fort Adjutant, 1 Hospital-Mate, 1 Lieut. Colonel, 6 Cuptains,
12 Lieutenants, 3 Ensigns, 1 Pay-Master, 1 Assistant Surgeon, 34 Ser-
jeants, 13 Drummers, 559 Rank and File, 46 Horses.

Assembled at Ancaster on the 17th October, 1813.

1 Major-General, 1 Major of Brigade, 1 Aid-de Camp, 1 Staff Adju-
tant, 3 Captains, 5 Lieutenants, 2 Ensigns, 1 Adjutant, 1 Quarter Mas-
ter, 2 Assistant Surgeons, 15 Serjeants, 9 Drummers, 204 Rank and
File, 63 Horses.

Tolal strength of the Righ! Division on the 10th of September, 1813,

1 Major-General, 1 Inspecting-Field-Oflicer, 1 Major of Brizade, 1
Deputy-Assistant-Quarter-Master-General, 1 Aid-de-Camp, 1 Stuﬁ'-:»\d-
jutant, 1 Fort-Adjutant, 1 11-.<pital-Mate, 1 Lieut. Colonel, 9 Captains,
20 Lieutenants, 5 Ensigns, 1 Pay-Master, 1 Adjutant, 1 Quarter-Mas-
ter, 4 Assistant-Surgeons, 57 Serjeants, 26 Drummers, 994 Rank and
File, 99 Horses.

12
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ed possession of Michilimackinac, which secured our
influence over the Indian Tribes of the West, and tho’
General Harrison contemplated an expedition against
that post, he found the season too far advanced to un-
dertake the enterprise with any prospect of success,
For this reason, and from a belief, that the garrison
of that post, cut off from all resources must necessarily
fall of itself, he abandoned the project, not aware that
it might, though with some pains be copiously supplied
by way of York or the Ottawa River. His dispose-
able forces were therefore conveyed from the head of
Lake Erie to Buffaloe, from whence they were for-
warded to Niagara and Fort George to supply the
detachments which had moved from thence to Sacket’s
Harbour.

The Commander of the Forces, whose Head Quar-
ters were at Kingston, having cause to suspect an at-
tack at that point, by the armament preparing at
Sacket’s Harbour, re-called Major General De Rotten-
burgh with a part of his force from the Niagara fron-
tier, leaving Major General Vincent to continue the in-
vestment of Fort George. No sooner had these or-
ders been carried into effect for the security of Kings-
ton, than General Vincent ascertained by several suc-
sessive expresses from General Proctor, his retreat
from Ambherstburgh, and his total discomfiture at the
Moravian Village. So circumstanced, he judged it
expedient for the succour of the broken remains of the
right division retreating towards the head of the On-
tario, as well as for the safety of his army, to raise the
investment of Fort George and to fall back and con-
centrate his forces at Burlington Heights, lest General
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Harrison, by a bold and rapid march, or by a sudden
descent in the fleet from Amberstburgh, should pre-oc-
cupy that important position, which it effected by the
enemy, would place him between the two hostile
armies.

To retire with order and safety, at a moment when
the enemy emboldened by recent triumpbs, and the
advantage of superior numbers, might by a decisive
stroke, have dispersed our forces on the Niagara fron-
tier, was a movement of the utimost consequence to the
security of Upper-Canada,

The British line, extending in front of Fert George
from the Four-Mile Creek on Lake Outario, to the
cross roads and St. Davids, was so extremely weaken-
ed by sickness as to be scarcely able from threc or
four thousand men to cxhibit one third of that number
of effective firclocks in case of emergency: but the
superior advantages of decision and method in cffect-
ing the retreat, amply provided for the safcty of the
movement. Early in the morning of the Sth of Oc-
tober, the main body with the baggage fell back in si-
lence and with coud order, while the picgnets remain-
ed at their Posts in trout of Fort George, in order to
engage the attention oi'the enemy, who were not aware
British raice ©f the rctreat until the evening, when t.he
theinvestmert picquets fell back upon seven compantes
of . George. of the 100th Regiment under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Taxlor, which were se-
lected for the occasion, and with the light company
of the 8th Regiment and a few Indians, the whole at-
tached to the command of Colonel Murray, constitut-
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cd the rear guard, and covered the retreat of the main
body. This small but effective force, and which dur-
ing the investment had participated in all the fatigues
and privations incident to that service, proceeded
in the rear of the army by slow and deliberate
marches, and though closely pressed for several days
by a Brigade of 1500 men under Brigadiers General
M‘Clure and Porter, from Fort George, so effectually
checked their pursuit as to afford time to Gen. Vincent
to collect the remains of the right division under Gene-
ral Proctor, and to prepare himself against an attack
at Burlington Heights.

After a few days march and constant manceuvring
with M’Clure’s division, the rear guard finally assum-
ed a position at the already celebrated Stony Creek,
from which the enemy did not think it prudentto at-
tempt to dislodge them.

The Commander of the Forces having left Major
General De Rottenburgh in charge of the civil and
military commands in Upper-Canada,returned to Mon-
treal towards the cnd of September, to meet the inva-
ston with which the enemy threatened the Lower Pro-
vince.  Gen. Hampton, after having transported his
force across Lake Champlain, lay encamped for some
days at Cumberland [ead, near Plattsburgh. On the
20th of September, he entered Lower-Canada, (his ad
vanced guard having surprised a small picquet earl:
in the morning) at Odletown, at the lower extremity of
Lake Champlain, with upwards of five thousand men.
The road leading from thence to I’Acadie, and the open
country in the neighbourhood of Montreal, lies thro®
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a swampy wood of upwards of five lcagues which had
been cut up and rendered impracticable by abbatis
since the preceding campaign, by the Voltigeurs under
Lieut. Col. De Salaberry, and was now guarded by a
few ofthe Frontier Light Infuntry, and some Indians
under the direction of capt. Mailloux. These were
immediately reinforced by the flank companies of the
4th battalion of the embodied militia under Major Per-
rault, and the C'anadian Voltigears under Lieut. Col.
De Salaberry who commanded the advance. Had
Hampton immediately sent forward a body of riflemen
through the woods, he might, without much difficulty,
have obtained a footing in the open country near St.
John’s ; which, ifhe could have succeeded in occupy-
ing,must have led to the surrender of the Isle-aux-Noix.
Hehowever seems not to have becnaware of our weak-
ness, or to have placed little reliance in the discipline
and perseverance of his troops. On the 22d Septenber,
he evacuated Odletown, and moved with Lis whole force
westward, toward the head of Chateauruay River, un-
der pretext of the impracticability of advancing thro’
the Odletown road for want of water for his cavalry
and cattle, owing to the extraordinary drought of the
season..

At this momentous crisis, the Commander of the
Forces issued an animating Proclamation, calling for
the exertions of the people in repelling the t_hreatened
invasion; and the militia in the district of Montreal,
turned out with the same ardour and alacrity as in the
preceding campaign.

12,
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Lieut. Col. Pxeut. Cq]. De Salaberry,. v‘vnh the Ca-
De salaberry nadian Voltigeurs,on ascertaining the route
attacksthe en- I had d din lik
cmy’s campat the enemy had pursued, moved in like man-
Four Corners. per to Chateauguay, where he was ordered

by the Commander of the Forces, to proceed to the
enemy’s camp at Four Corners, at the head of the
Chateauguay, in order to create an alarm, and if pos-
sible dislodge him by a surprise. To effect this ser-
vice (the accomplishment of which appeared quite im-
practicable to Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry, with the
very limited force under his command) he proceeded
through the woods along the Chateauguay, with one
hundred and fifty of his Voltigeurs, the Light Company
of Canadian Fencibles, and about one hundred Indians
under the direction of capt. Gaucher ; and on the after-
noon of the first of October, arrived, unobserved, at
the vicinity of the enemy’s camp. By the indiscretion
of one of his Indians, who had discharged his piece, an
alarm was created, when Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry
finding himself discovered, immediately collected fifty
of his Voltigeurs, with which, and his Indians, he push-
ed into the enemy’s advanced camp, consisting of two
Light Battalions of about 400 men each, and drove
them for a considerable distance, until perceiving the
main body of the enemy making movements to circum-
vent him, he fell back, and took up his former position.
at the skirt of the woods. From this point Lieut. Col.
De Salaberry again made another charge, but the
alarm being now universal in the camp, and the In-
dians having fallen to the rear, his men were obliged
to retire, leaving him and Captains Chevalier Duches-
ney and Gaucher, with a few trusty Voltigeurs, who
skirmished with the enemy watil after dark. Of the
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Americans, one officer and one man were killed, and
only one wounded, by their own statement ; tho’ other
more probable accounts, state their loss at twenty-five
killed and wounded. This affair, though of inferior
moment, deserves our attention, as it aflorded an occa-
sion to Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry, of leading his
Voltigeurs for the first time into action, and probably
gave him a just confidence in the valor of his country-
men, which a few days afterwards they so nobly exem-
plified under their gallant leader at Chateauguay.
After this rencounter he returned to Chateauguay, tak-
ing the precaution of breaking up the road in his rear,
and acquainting himself with the ground over which
Hampton was expected to make his way into the pro-
vince, and finally assumed a judicious position in a thick
wood, on the left bank of the Chateauguay river, at
the distance of two leagues above the Fork or conflu-
ence of the English- and Chateaguay rivers, where he
threw up temporary breast works of logs, covering lus
front and right flank by extended abbatis, while his lcry
was secured by the river..

Here he resolved to await the enemy and maintain
his ground with a handful of Canadians, against the
whole strength ofthe invading army. In his rear there
was a small rapid where the river was fordable : this
he covered with a strong breast work and a guard ;
keeping at the same time a strong picquet of the Beau-
harnois militia in advance on the right bank of the
river, lest the enemy approaching under cover of the
forest, might cross the Ford, and dislodge him from his
ground. The occupancy of this position, Hampton
Justly considered of the first importance to the ulterior
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object of the campaign, as the country from thence to
the mouth of the Chateauguay, being principally open
and cultivated, afforded no strong points to check his
progress to the St. Liawrence, and prevent his junction
with Gen. Wilkinson’s Division, which in fact was not
yet in readiness to move.

General Hampton in the mean time, to distract and
divide the attention of the British, directed Col. Clark
to carry on a petty warfare on the Eastern side of
Lake Champlain, and that ruthless Depredator accord-
ingly infested the settlementsin Missiskoui Bay, where
he plundered the inhabitants in the most wanton man-
ner.

On the 21st of October, Gen. Hampton again en-
tered Lower-Canada, having early in the morning of
that day dispatched his light troops and a regiment of
the line, under Brigadier General Izard, to dislodge a
small picquet of sedentary militia, and a few Indian
warriors, at the junction of the Outarde and Chateau-
guay rivers, where the main body arrived on the 22d.
On the 24th, having opened and completed a large and
practicable road from his position at Four Corners,
(a distance of 24 miles) through woods and morasses,
which Lieut. Col. De Salaberry on returning from
Four Corners, had broken up and embarrassed with
abbatis, the whole of his artillery (10 field pieces) and
stores were brought forward to his new position, about
seven miles from Lieut. Col. De Salaberry’s post.

Battle of ~ From this point he despatched Colonel
Chateauguay. Purdy with a light Brigade, and a strong
body of Infantry of the Lne," at an early hour in the
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night of the 25th, with orders to gain the Ford, an:

falt on the rear of Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry’s pc

sition; while the main body were to commence the at-
tack in front. Purdy’s brigade proceeded, but were
misled and bewildered in the woods, either through the
ignorance or treachery of the guides, and did not gain
the point of attack as directed by the commanding offi-
cer. General Hampton however advanced next morn-
ing (26th Oct.) under the expectation of hearing the
intended attack at the Ford, and at ten o’clock made
his appearance with about three thousand five hundred
men, under General Izard on the high road, leading
to the abbatis, and drove in a small picquet of twenty-
five men, who falling back upon a second picquet made
resolute stand, and maintained a smart fire upon the
enemy. Lieut. Col. De Salaberry, upon hearing the
musketry, promptly advanced with the light company
of the Canadian Fencibles, commanded by captain
Ferguson, and two companies of his Voltigcurs com-
manded by captains Chevalier and L. Juchereau Duch-
esnay. The first of these companies he posted on the
right, in front of tlie abbatis, in extended order, its
right skirting on the adjoining w oods and abbatis,
among which were distributed a fuw Abenaqui Indians.
Capt. Chevalicr Duchesnay’s company of Voltigeurs
in extended order, occupied the ground from the left
of this company to the river Cleteauguay, and the
third company under captain L. Juchereau Duches-
nay, with about thirty-five sedentary militia, under
capt. Longtain, were thrown back en Potence alone
the margin of the river, for the purpose of flankinz, or
preventing a flank fire from the cnemy in tl-)(,‘ cvent ol
his appearance on the opposite side of the river. The
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enemy in the mean time advanced with steadiness in
cpen column of sections to within musket shot, when
Licut. Colonel De Salaberry discharged his rifle as a
sizual to commence firing, at which a mounted officer
was scen to fall. The Bugles sounded and a quick fire
was immediately opened upon the enemy who wheeled
up into line, and commenced a fire in Battalion vol-
lies, which from the position of their line, was almost
totaily thrown to the right of the Canadians, and of
uo effect whatever. They however soon changed their
front parallel to their adversaries, by facing to the right,
and fileing up with speed, when the engagement became
weneral. The retreat of a few skirmishers, rather ad-
vanced in the centre of the line, being mistaken by the
enemy for a flight, an universal shout ensued, which
was re-echoed by the Canadians, and the reinforce
ments in reserve under Lieutenant Colonel M‘Don
nell, while Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry as a ruse de
{/uerre ordered the bugles placed at intervals, in the
abbatis, to sound an advance : this had the desired ef-
fect and checked the ardour of the enemy, who sus-
pected that the Canadians were advancing in great
numbers to circumvent them. The noise of the en-
gagement brought on Colonel Purdy’s division on the
opposite side of the river, which having driven in the
picquet of the sedentary militia under Captain Bru-
guier, were pressing on for the Ford, at which Lieut.
Colenel De Salaberry ordered the light company of
the 3d Battalion Embodied 1ilitia, under Captain
D:ly, to cross and take up the ground abandoned by
the Picquet.  Captain Daly with his company crossed
‘at the Ford, and having advanced fell in with, and
drove back the advanced guard of the Americans up-
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on the main body, which still pressed forward and
“compelled him in his turn to fall back. Having repuls-
+d Captain Daly’s Company, they were moving on in
overwhelming numbers with eagerness and speed close
onthe bank of the river, until opposite to Captain L.
Juchereau Duchesnay’s Company, which hitherto lay
concealed, and now at the word of command from
Lieut. Col. De Salaberry opened so unexpected and
effectual a fire upon the enemy, as to throw him into
the utmost disorder, and to occasion a tumultuous and
precipitate retreat.

General Hampton finding his arrangements discon-
certed by the total route of the division on the right
bank, withdrew his forces in good order at half past
two in the afternoon, without having made a single
effort to carry the abbatis and entrenchments at the
point of the bayonet, leaving Lieut. Col. De Salaberry
with scarely three hundred Canadians, masters of the
field of action. Towards the close of the engazement,
Sir George Prevost, with Major General De Watteville,
arrived on the ground, and witnessed in person, the ju-
dicious arrangements and successful exertions of Licut.
Colonel De Salaberry and his gallant comrades and
countrymen, whose prowess on the occasion cailed forth
the warmest encomiums of the Commander of the
Forces, and gave them a just claim to the disinterested
and impartial applause of bistory.

Capt. Daly, while leading on his men, received twe
severe wounds. Upwards of forty of the Americans
were found dead on the field. The loss of the Cana-
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lians amounted to five killed and twenty in wounded
nd missing.¥*

General Hampton having re-occupied his late posi-
tion, called a council of war, where it was determined
to fall back and occupy the former position at Four-
orners, to secure their communication with the United
States ; from thence either to retire into winter quar-
ers or to be ready to re-enter Lower-Canada. Pur-
mant to this determination the army retired to Four-
Corners, while the Canadians hung upon their.rear and
sarassed their retreat.

From the fatigues and privations experienced by this
division, exposed for several weeks to the inclemency of
the season, the enemy’s troops soon assumed the na-
tive rawness of recruits,.and they were no more capa-
ble of co-operating with Wilkinson’s division in the
combined movement against Montreal. They shortly
after fell back upon Plattsburgh and retired to winter
Quarters.

The plan of the campaign adopted by the American
Government, as subsequently developed by the pub-
lication of ‘ Sundry Documents submitted to Con-
“ gress in obedience to a resolution of that Body of

* The Commander of the Forces was pleased to ackrnowledge the
distinguislied support which Lieut Colonel De Salaberry experienced
from the zeal and exertions of Captain Ferguson of the Canadian Fen-
cibles, and from Captains Chevalier and L. Juchereau Duchesnay,
from Adjutants O’Sullivar and Hebden, and Captain Lamotte of the
Indian warriors. Sir George Prevost, in his official despatch on this
occasivn, solicited from the Prince Regent, as a mark of his gracious
approbation of the Embodied Battalions of the Canadian Militia, five
pair of Colours, for the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th Battalions.
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“ the 31st December, 1813, tending to explain the
“ causes of the failure ¢f the Amecrican arms on the
“ Northern Frontier,” was, by hastily withdrawing
their forces from Fort George to Sacket’s Harbour,
to make a sudden descent upon Kingston, before the
British forces could be called in from the Niagara fron-
tier; while Hampton was to make a simultaneous move-
ment on Lake Champlain, indicating an intention of
attacking Montreal and its dcpendencies, and really
to attack them if to reinforce the Upper Province,
these posts should be materially weakened. The lin-
gering progress of the armament at Sacket’s Harbour
afforded time to call in reinforcements to Kingston,
and after some discussion between General Wilkinson
and the Secretary of War, it was determined, at the in-
stance of the latter, to leave that post in the rear and
proceed down the St. Lawrence for Montreal. The
American forces to about ten thousand men according-
ly rendezvoused towards the end of October on Grena-
dier Island, in the neighbourhood of Kingston, where
General De Rottenburgh confidently expecting an at-
tack, was prepared for the cvent. From thispoint, af-
ter experiencing much foul weather, Wilkinson com-
menced his movement under cover of the American
fleet, and on the 3d November slipt into the St. Law-
rence with a flotilla of upwards of three hradred boats
of various sizes, escorted by a divisicn of gun-boats.
He proceeded to within three miles of Prescotandland-
ed bis troops on the American shoie, who proceeded
downwards by land to a Bay or Cove, two niles below
that post, in order to avoid the Bridish L-atteries, while
the flotilla passed them in the night of the sinth, with-
out sustaining any material injury in their passage by
the cannonade. 13
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The movement of the flotilla down the St. Lawrence
being ascertained at Kingston, General De Rotten-
burgh detached a small force from that post, consist-
ing of the 49th Regiment, commanded by Lieut. Col.
Plenderleath, the 89th Regiment and some Voltigeurs,
which when reinforced by Lieat. Colonel Pearson with
a party of the Canadian Fencibles from Prescot,
amounted to about 800 rank and file, the whole con
manded by Lieut. Colonel Morrison of the 89th Regi-
ment, and accompanied by the Deputy Adjutant-Gene-
ral. This corps of observation proceeded under the
escort of a small division of gun-boats, commanded by
Captain Mulcaster, R. N. in pursuit o the enemy, and
on the 8th came up with them at Point Iroquois. Ge-
neral Wilkinson had on the preceding day directed
Colonel Macomb to land on the British shore with 1200
men, in order to clear the coastdown to the head of the
Long Sault, of the militia collecting along the shore
from various parts of the Country . On the 18th this
division was reinforced by Brigadier General Brown’s
Brigade, with a body of Dragoons from the American
shore. On arriving at the head of the Long Sault, the
whole of the eflective men, except such as were required
for navigating the boats down the rapid, were landed
under the orders of Brigadier General Boyd, who was
to proceed down by land in the rear of General
Brown’s division to the foot of the Long Sault. On the
tenth, Lieut. Col. Morrison with the gun-boats visit-
ed the American post at Hamilton, where he landed
and took possession of a considerable quantity of pro-
visions and stores, belonging to the American army
with two pieces of ordnance. Lieut. Col. Harvey in
the mean time followed up the enemy, who in the
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evening were observed advancing from the weods in
considerable numbers with a body of cavalry, but, up-
on receiving a few rounds from three field picces, and
probubly findivg their pursucrs better prepared than
they expected, fell back for the nizht.*  On tie ensu-
Pattle of g day. Licut. Colonel Morrisen pressed
;:2::;‘;’5““"5 so elosely upon the rear of General Boyd's
' division, as to compel him to concentrate
his forces and give baitle, a description of which can-
not be more accurately conveyed than by quoting Lt.
Colonel Morrison’s odicial despatel on the occasion.
“ The enemy’s force, consisting of two brizades of In-
fantry, and a Regiment of cavalry, amounting to be-
tween three and tfour thousand men, moved forward
about two o’clock in the afternoon from Chrystler’s
Point, and attacked our advance, which gradually fell
back to the position sclected for the detaclment to oc-
cupy, the right resting on the river, and the left on a
pine-wood, exhibiting about seven hundred yards. The
ground being open, the troops were thus disposed :

The Flanis Comipanics of the 15th Regiment, the de-
tachment of the Canadian Regiment, with one field
piece, under Licut. Coloncl Pearson, on the right ; a
little advauced on the road—Three companies of the
89th Rewimoeut, under Captain Barnes, with a guui
forwed in cchelien with the advarce on its left, sup-
porting it. 'The 44th und the 88th thrown more to
the rear, with a gun, formed the main body and re-
serve, extending to the woods on the left ; which
were occupicd by the Volugvurs, under Major Her-

* Some smart cannonading in the meun time took place between
the gun-boats.
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riot, and the Indians under Lieutenant Anderson—
At about half past tv. o the action became gencral, when
the enemy endeavered by moving forward a Brigade
from his right, to turn our left, but was repulsed by
the 89th Regiment forming en potence with the 49th
Regiment, and by moving forward, occasionally firing
by platoons ; his efforts were next directed against
our right, and to repulse this movement, the 49th
Regiment took ground in that direction, in Echellon,
followed by the 4th.  When within half musket shot,
the line was formed under a heavy but irregular fire
from the enemy—The 49th was dirccted to charge
their guns posted opposite to ours, but it became ne-
cessary when within a short distance of them, to check
this forward movement, in consequence of a charge
from their cavalry on the right, lest they should wheel
«bout, and fall upon the rear, but they were received
in so gallant a manner by the companies of the 89th
under Captain Barnes, and the well directed fire of the
Artillery, that they quickly retreated, and by a charge
from those companies, one gun was gained.—The
cnemy immediately concentrated their force to check
our advance, but such was the steady countenance and
well directed fire of the troops and artillery, that
about half past four, they gave way at all points from
an exceeding strong position, endeavouring by their
light infantry to cover their retreat, who were soon
driven away by a judicious movement made by Lieut.
Colonel Pearson.  The detachment for the l‘light oc-
<upied the ground from which the cnciny had been
ariven.” i

‘This. (called the Lattl of Chrystier’s Farm from
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the ground on which it occurred,) is in the estimation
of military men, considered the handsomest aflair dur-
ing the late war, from the professional science display-
ed in the course of the action, by the adverse com-
manders; and when we consider the prodigious pre-
paratives of the American government for that expedi-
tion, with the failure of which their hopes of concuest
vanished, the battle of Chrystler’s Farm may be class-
ed as an event of the first importance in the defence of
these provinces.*

The American division after leaving the field, re-
embarked in haste, vwhile the dragoons, with five ficld
pieces of light artillery proceeded down towards C orn-
wall, in the rear of Gencral Brown’s division, who,
unaware of the battle, had continued his march for that

¥ Lieut. Colonel Morrison concludes his despatch by the following
testimony, of the zeal and bravery manifested by the officers and mea
under his command.

“Ttisnow my grateful duty to point out to your Honor, the benefit
the Service has received from the ability, judgment, and active ex-
ertions, of Lieut. Colonel Harvey, the Deputy Adjutaut General, for
sparing whom- to accompany th.c detachment, I must again publicly
express my ackrowledgements. To the cordial co-operation and exe
ertions of Licut. Colonel Pearson, commanding the detachuent from
Prescot, Lieut. Colonel Plenderieath, 49th Regiment, Major Clifford,
89th Regiment; Major Herriot, of the Voltigeurs, and Captain Jackson,
of the Royal Artillery, combined with the gallantry of the troops, our
great success may be attributed ; every man did his duty, and 1 believe
Icannot more strongly speak their merits than in mentioning that our
small force did not exceed eight hundred rank and file.

“ To Captains Davis and Skinner, of the Quarter Master General's
Department, I am under the greatest obligations for the assistance 1
have received from them ; their zeal and. activity, have Leen unre-
mitting,—Lieut. Hlagerman of the Militia, and Licut. Anderson of thf:
Indian Department, have also for their services deserved my public
acknowledgments.”

13*
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place. The enemy lost an able officer in the person
of Brigadier General Covingten, who, while animating
his men to the charge, received a mortal wound, which
he survived only two days. The loss of the enemy,
by their own ofiicial statements, amounted to three
ofucers and ninety-nine men killed, and sixteen offi-
cers and one hundred and twenty-one men wounded.
"The loss of the British amounted to three officers
(Captain Nairne of the 49th Regiment and Lieuten-
ants Lorimier and Armstrong,) and twenty-one men
killed, and eight officers and one hundred and thirty-
seven wounded, and twelve missing.

General Wilkinson, who, during the action, lay
confined to his barge, from a protracted illness, in his
official despatch to his government, bears faithful tes-
timony of the loyalty of the inhabitants on the Canada
side of the Saint Lawrence, and of the bravery and
discipline of the troops he had to contend with at
Chrystler’s Farm.

The day after the engagement, the American flo-
tilla proceeded down the Long Sault and joined near
Cornwall the division which had moved on under Gen.
Brown, towards that place, where General Wilkinson
confidently expected to hear of the arrival of General
Hampton on the opposite shore, to whom he had writ-
ten on the 6th, to that effect, not being then acquaint-
ed with his late defeat. Here, to his unspeakable mor-
tification and surprise, he received a letter from Gen.
Hampton, informing him that the division under his
command was falling back upon Lake Champlain.—
This information, with the countless difficulties mo-
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mently crowding upen the American army, cfectuali;
blasted every prospect of furtlier succesz,  So circun-
stanced the American Commander immediately held
a council of war, in which it was unanimecusly resolv-
ed “ That the attack upon Montreal should be aband-
“ oned for the present season, aund that the army neer
“ Cornwall should immediately be crossed to the Ame-
“rican shore, for taking up winter quarters,” which,
on the ensning day, was accordingly carried into eflect,
by their proceeding for Salmon River, where their
boats and baiteaux were :zcuttled, and extensive bar-
racks for the whole army weve erected with extraor-
dinary celerity, and surrounded on all sides by abbatis,
50 as to render a surprise impracticable.

Wilkinson’s intention was to have landed on the Isle
Perrot, which is scparated from the Island of Montreal,
by a small channel, over which he intended to throw a
bridge of boats, and from thence to fight his way for
the City of Montreal.

Every appearance of danger having subsided, the
Commander of the Forces dismissed the Sedentary
Militia, by a General Order of the 17th November,
with acknowledgments of the cheerful alacrity, with
which they had repaired to their Posts, and the loy-
alty and zeal they had manifested at the prospect of
encountering the enemy.

With these operations terminated the Campaign of
1813, in the Lower Proviuce, but new triumphs still
awaited the Dritish arms in the Province of Upper-

Canada.
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Major General De Rottcoburgh was relieved in the
command of Upper-Canada, early in December, by
Lieut. General Drummond, who proceeded from King-
ston to York, and from thence to the head of the Lale,
where the wrmy again resumed an ofensive posture,
with a view to rezain possession of Fort George. Gen.
M¢Clure, who on the breaking up of the investment of
Fort George, had issued a Proclamation, in which e
affected to consider Upper-Canada as abandored by
the British army, and offered the friendship and pro-
tection of his Government to the Pcople of that Pro-
vince, on the approach of the British under Colonel

Americans Murray, precipitately evacuated that Post
:;‘L.T;i‘,ite Fort onthe’12th December, and retreated across

= the Niagara, having, pursuant to the di-
rections of the American Secretary of War, most inhu-
manly on the 10th of December, set fire to the flourish-
ing Village of Newark, containing about one hundred
and fifty houscs; which were reduced to ashes, leaving
the wretched and forlorn inhabitants with upwards of
four hundred women and children exposed to the ac-
cumulated horrors of famine, and the inclemency of a
Canadian winter. The British under the command of
Colonel Murray, scarcely amounting to five hundred
men, including Indians and Militia immediately occu-
pied Fort George. The barbarous policy of the Ame-
rican Government in destroying Newark, exasperated
the army as well as the inhabitants on the Frontier, of
whose impatience for retaliation, General Drummond
promptly availed himsel{ after the occupation of Fort
George, by adopting the resolution of carrying the
American Fort Niagara by surprise.
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Having only two batteaux at his disposal in the Nia-
garariver, he deferred the attack uatil a suficient num-
ber of hatteaux could be conveyed over land, severat
miles, from Burlington at the head of the Lalke, which
was effected by tire exertions of Captain Elliot, of the

— Quarter Master General’s Department.
prise and cap- Having made every pecessary arrange-
;‘2‘:{0“ Ni- ment, the batteaux were launched, and the

troops were embarked on the night of the
18th Decewber, consisting of a small detachment of
Royal Artillery, the grenadicr company of the Royval
Scots, the flank companies of the 41st and 100th re-
giment, amounting in the whole to five hundred and
fifty men, under the immediate command of Coloncl
Murray. This small force having crossed the river
assisted by the Provincial Corps, as boatmen, landed
with the utmmost silence and good order at the Flire
Mile Meadows, distant four and a half miles from the
Fort. From this point, Colonel Murray movcd to-
wards the Fort, having previously detached the ad-
vance of his division, under Captain Fawcctt and Lt
Dawson of the 100th regiment, who gallantly exceuted
the orders entrusted to them, by cutting off two of the
enemy’s picquets, and surprising the ceutinels on the
Glacis and at the Gate, frota whom the watch vord
was obtained, and the cntrance into the Fort, thereby
greatly facilitated, which was rapidiy effzotod threne!y
the muin cate, belore the enemy had tine to s-und the
alamn. The assatlants baving obtained pos-es-ion of
the works, the cnemy made for sowe tive a fieble re-
sistance, but finally swrrendered at discretion. Lhe
valour of the troops enraged on this service, particu-
lardv of the 100th regient, under Licut, Col. Hawil-
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ton was bighly conspicuous. The loss of the British
amounted to only one officer (Lieut. Nolan,) and five
men killed, and two officers {one of them Colonel Mur-
ray, by a musket shot through the wrist,) and three
men wounded.  'The loss of the enemy in slain aiount-
vd to sixty-tive men, (all with the bayonet,) and two
v'licers aud twelve rank and file wounded. The pri-
soners amounted to mere than three hundred eflective
men of the regular army of the United States.  Anim-
mense quantity of Commissariat Stores, with upwards
of threc thousand stand of arn.s, a great number of
rifles and several pieces of ordnance, of which twenty-
seven of different calibres were mounted on the works,
fell into the hands of the victors. Major General Riall,
who had crossed over immediately after Col. Murray,
with the whole body of Western Indians, and the 1st
Battalion of Royal Scots, and 41st Regiment, in order
to support the attack, upon ascertaining its success,
immediately marched along the river upon Lewistown,
where the encmy had established a force, and had
erected batteries with the avowed purpose of destroy-
ing the Town ot ueenstown situated directly opposite.
Tl enemy, upon the approach of this division, aban-
doned their position, leaving two guns, a twelve and a
six pounder, which fell into the hands of the British,
with a cousiderable quantity of small arms and Stores.
In retaliation for the conflagration of Newark, the in-
digihant troops and auxiliary Indians were let loose
upoi the enemy’s froutier, and Lewistown, Manches-
ter, amdd the circumjacent country were laid in ruins.
General Drammond determined to follow up these suc-
cesses, which lie could not deem complete until he had
chased the enemy from the whole frontier, and taken
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ample vengeance for his cruelties toward the inhabi-
tants of Newark. He therefore moved his forces up
to Chippawa, where he fixed his Head Quarters on the
28th December, and on the following day approached
to within two miles of Fort Erie, where having recon-
noitred the enemy’s position at Black Rock, he deter-
mined to attack him in the course of the night. He ac-
cordingly directed Gen. Riall to cross the river with
four companies of the King’s Rewiment and the light
company of the 89th under Lieut. Col. Ogilvy ; two
hundred and fifty men of the 41st, and the grenadiers
of the 100th Regiment, under Major Frend, together
with about fifty Militia Volunteers and a body of In-
dian warriors. This division completed its landing
about midnight, two miles below Black Rock, its ad-
vanced guard having surprised and captured the great-
er part of 2 picquet of the enemy, and secured the
bridge over the Conguichity Creck, from which the
enemy made several attempts to dislodge tl.in.  The
boats and battcaux after having crossed his division,
were tracked up as high as the foot ofthe rapids below
Fort Erie, in order to cross the Royals under Licut.
Colonel Gordon, who were destined to land above
Black Rock, for the purposc of turning the enemy’s
position, while he should be attacked in front, by the
troops who had landed below. The delay occasioned
by the grounding of the boats, which detained them
until morning, and exposed them to the open fire of
the enemy, caused the Royals some loss, and prevent-
ed them from eflecting a landing in sufiicient time to
fully accomplish the object intended. At day break
Major General Riall moved forward; the King’s regt.
and the light company of the 89th leading, and the 41st
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and Grenadiers of the 100th forming the reserve. On
gw.ninz the town, a very spirited attack was made up-
on the e¢nemy, who were in great force and strongly
pested, and on the arrival of the reserve, the action
hecame general. The enemy maintained his position
with obstinacy for some time, but upon the advance
of the British he was compelled to give way, and
was driven through bis batteries, in which were a twen- |
{y-four pounder, three twelves and a nine pounder,
From Black Rock, the fugitives were pursued to the
town of Buflaloe, about two miles distant, where they
rallied and shewed a large body of infantry and ca-
valry, and attempted to oppose the advance of the
British by the fire of a field piece, posted on a height
commanding the road; finding this ineffectual, they
retreated in all directions, leaving a six-pounder brass
field piece, one iron eighteen, and one iron six-pound-
er, and betook themselves to the woods.

General Rial having dispersed this force, immediate-
ty detached Captain Robinson of the King’s Regiment,
with two companies, to destroy three vessels of the
enemy’s Lake squadron, a short distance below the
town, with their stores, which he eflectually accom-
plished.

The Americans in this affair, were not less in number
than 2,500, and are supposed to have lost in killed and
wounded, from three to four hundred men. Only one
hundred and thirty men were made prisoners, and
among them Colonel Chapin. The British lost 31
men killed, and four oflicers, and sixty-eight men
wounded, and niue men missing. The small towns of
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Buffaloe and Black Rock having been deserted by the
inhabitants, were, with all th: public stores, contain-
ing considerable quantities of cloathing, spirits and
flour, which could not be convenicotly brought away,
set on fire and entirely consumed.

These decisive and retaliatory measures almost en-
tirely crushed the power, and destroyed the resources
of the enemy on the Niagara frontier, and although
victims of the retributive vengeance hrought on their
heads by the barbarity of their own Commanders, the
wretched inhabitants are said to have acquicsced in
the justice of the measures pursued by the British Ge-
neral.

Such were the rapid successes that attendad the Brit-
ish arms in the Canadas, and cheered the hopes of the
people at the close of the campaign, which a few weeks
previously, threatened the total subjugation of these
provinces.

Ample vengeance having been taken by the spirited
and judicious promptitude of Lieut. Generul IMum-
mond, upon the Niagara frontier, for the wanton con-
flagration and the cruel outrages committed upon the
defenceless inhabitants of Newark, the Commmander of
the Forces, on the 12th of January, 18L1L isrued a
Proclamation, in whicli he strongly deprecated the sa-
vage mode of warfare to which the cremy, by ade-
parture from the established usages of waw, had couni-
pelled him to resort. He traced with faith®l pre-
cision and correctness, the conduct that ha:" iarked the
progress of the war on the part of the enemy, and con-

14
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cluded by lamenting the necessity imposed upon him
of retaliating upon the subjects of Ainerica, the mise-
ries inflicted upon the inhabitants of Newark, but at
the same time declared it not to be his intention fur-
ther to pursue a system of warfare so revolting to his
own feelings and so little cogenial to the British cha-
racter, unless he should be so compelled by the future
measures of the enemy.!

CHAPTER VIIL

Meeting of the Provincial Parliament. Parliamentary Proceedings.
Chief Justices Impeached. Proceedings of the British and America
Governments concerning Hostages for certain Traitors taken by the
British at the Battle of Queenstown. Indian Embassy to Quebec.
Attack of the Americans under General Wilkinson upon the Lez
Cole Mill.

N the thirteenth of January, the Legislature met
for the dispatch of public business. The Go-
vernor congratulated the Parliament on the defeat of
the enemy at Chateauguay, by a handful of brave Ca-
nadians ; and on the brilliant victory obtained by the
small Corps of observation on the banks of the St.
Lawrence, over the formidable armament command-
ed by Major General Wilkinson.
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The Governor, in a secret and confidential message
to the House of Assembly informed that body, that in
order to carry on the public services he had found it
indispensably necessary to direct an issue of Armny
Bills to a greater amount than five hundred thousand
pounds (the sum authorized by the late Army Bill
Act) and recommended to the immediate and serious
consideration of the House, the expedience of extend-
ing the provisions of the Army Bill Act. The Ilouse
accordingly took the subject into consideration, and
passed a Bill extending the issue of Army Bills to fif-
teen hundred thousand pounds. The Militia Laws
underwent some discussion but were not altered. the
Legislative Council not concurring with some clauses
which it had been found expedient to introduce into
the Bill, sent up for their concurrence. A Bill to dis-
qualify the Chief Justices and the Judges of the Courts
of King’s Bench in the Province from being summon-
edto the Legislative Council or sitting or voting there-
in, was introduced, and having passed the Lower
House, was sent up to the Lcgislative Council for
their concurrence.  Here it was unanimously resolved
that the matters contained in the Bill, were unparlia-
mentary and unprecedented, and intrenched upon the
prerogative of the Crown and the rights and privil-
edges of the House; and it was therefore also unani-
mously resolved to proceed no further in the consider-
ation of the Bill. The House of Assembly upon find-
ing it to have been laid aside, appointed a Committee
to search the Journals of the Legislative Council, to
ascertain officially what proceedings had been taken
with respect to the Bill in question. The Committee
having taken information on the subject, reported the
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fate of the Bill as collected from the Journals of the
Legislative Council, and the House among other coun-
ter resolutions, indignantly resolved “ that the Legis-
lative Council by their refusal to proceed on that Bill
had excluded from their consideration a measure high-
ly meriting the attention of the Legislature of the Pro-
vince and had therefore afforded additionil evidence
of its expedience.” A Bill was also introduced as in
the preceding Session “ to grant to his Majesty [a
duty on the Income arising from Civil Offices, and on
Pensions, to be applied for the defence of the Pro-
vince in the present war with the United States of Ame-
vica.” This bill was rejected by the Legislative Coun-
c¢il. The Bill for the appointment of an Ag-nt in
Great Britain was also sent up to the Legislative Coun-
¢il, where it was laid aside.

The House of Assembly unanimously passed a vote
of thanks to Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry, and the
officers under his command for their distinguished exer-
tions on the 26th of October 1813, in the action on the
Chateauguay river, and directed the Speaker to signi-
fy the same to Lieut. Colonel Salaberry and the offi-
cers present on that occasion, and that the House high-
ly felt and acknowledged the distinguished valour and
discipline conspicuously displayed by the non-commis-
sioned officers and private soldiers and militia-men of
the little band under his immediate command in the
signal defeat of the Amecvican army under General
Hampton at Chateauguay. To Lieut. Colonel Mor-
risou of the 89th Regiment and to the officers and men
under his command a similar vote of thanks was pas-
sed for their exertions on the 11th November 1813,
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at Chrystler’s Farm in the dcfeat of the American ar-
my under General Wilkinson.

The House of Assembly at an early period of the
Session, on motion of Mr. J. Stuart, resolvcd that it
would take into consideration the power and authority
exercised by the Courts of Justice, in this Province,
under the denomination of rules of practice, and the
Clerk of the Court of Appeals, as well as the Prothou-
otaries of the Courts {of King’s Bench for the Dis-
tricts of Quebec and Montreal, were respectively or-
dered to lay before the House, certificd copies of the
Rules of Practice of those Courts. On the 4th of
February, the subject having bcen previously discus-
sed in Committec, the House adopted several resolu-
tions concerning those Rules of Practice, which it
considered rather in the sense of Legislative enact-
ments, and therefore an cncroachment on the privil-
eges of the Legislature, than as simple rules or regula-
tions for the guidance of judicial proccedings.  The
rules in question had first been framed and introduced
into the Provincial Court of Appeals (where the Chief
Justice of the Province, and the Chief Justice ot Mon-
treal, alternately preside) in January, 1309, and in the
same year, the Courts of King’s Bench at Qucbec and
Montreal, followed the example of the Courts of Ap-
peals, under the sanction of an Act of the Provincial
Legislature, giving the different ¢ Courts of Judicature
“in the Province, power and authority to make and
% establish Orders and Rules of Practice in the said
“ Courts in all civil matters, touching all services cf
“ process, executions and returns of all \\.'rits, pro-cecdm
“ ings for bringing causes to issue as well in term time as

1*
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“ out of term, and other matters of regulation within
“ the said courts.” It was, however, now maintained in
the House of Assembly, that these rules affected the
civil rights of His Majesty’s subjects, and were contrary
to and subversive of the laws of the province: that they
rendered the enjoyment of liberty and property alto-
gether insecure and precarious, and gave to the Judges
an arbitrary authority over the persons and property
of His Majesty’s Subjects in the province. For these,
and other specific political high crimes and misdemean-
ors, alledged to have been committed in the course of
the late administration of the Colonial Government by
Sir J. H. Craig, tending to mislead and deceive that
officer in the exercise of his authority, to oppress the
people and alienate their minds from His Majesty’s
Government, in order (as it was contended) to favor
the progress of American influence in the Province,
the two Chief Justices were formerly impeached by
the Commons of Lower-Canada.

Mr. J. Stuart was appointed Agent for the purpose
of prosecuting the Impeachments with effect, on behalf
of the Commons of Lower-Canada, who, in a money
Bill, appropriated the sum of two thousand pounds, in
order to enable him to proceed to England, in conse-
quence of which the Bill was rejected by the Legisla-
tive Council*  The Impeachments having been digest-
ed into seventeen different heads against the Chief
Justice of the Province, and into eight heads against.
the Chief Justice of Montreal, charged among other
things, with promoting and advising certain criminal

* This Bill contained a grant of £ 20,000, for the Militia, and a like
sur for the sapport of the War,
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prosecutions at Montreal, and sitting in judement uper
them ; and with having refused a Ywrit of Habeas Cor-
pus o persons legally entitled thereto, the House of As-
sembly on the 3d of March, went up to the Casile with
their Speaker, and presented an Address to the Go-
vernor, praying him to trausuit the impeachment, witl
an Address to the Prince Regent drawn up for the
occasion, to His Majesty’s Ministers, to he laid before
the Prince Regent. They ut the same time sugeet-
ed the propriety of suspending the ChiefJustices frou.
their public functions, until the Prince Regent’s plea-
sure should be known.

The Governor replied that he would take an early
opportunity of transmitting the Address, with the arti-
cles of accusation against the Chief Justices, to His Ma-
jesty’s Ministers ; but hat the Jid not think it expedient
to suspend the Chiefl Justices from their offices, upon an
Address to that effect from one branch of the Legisla-
ture alone, founded on articles of accusation, on which
the Legislative Council had not been consulted, and in
which they had not concurred. This answer gave um-
brage to the House, which, upon returning from the
Castle, among other resolutions, resolved *¢ that His
Excellency the Governor in Chief, by his answer to the
Address of the House, had violated the Constitutional
rights and privileges thereof.” On the seventh ot
March, the House, probably influenced by a sense of
justice towards the Governor, whose conduct it had so
recently censured, in mitigation of its late resolution,
again resolved, * that notwithstanding the wicked and
“ perverse advice given to His Excellency on the sub-
% ject of the Constitutional rights and privileges of that
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¢ House, and the endeavours of evil disposed advisers
 to lead him into error,and to embroil him with his Ma-
“ jesty’s faithful Commons of this Province, the House
“ had not in any respect altered the opinion it had
“ ever entertained of the wisdom of his Excellency’s
“ Administration, and that it was determined to adopt
“ the measures it had deemed necessary for the sup-
¢ port of the Government and the defence of the Pro-

“ vince,”

The House also drew up an Address to the Prince
Regent on the state of the Province, and the progress
of the war with the United States, in which the exer-
tions of the people and the urgency of early assistance
were briefly expressed.*

Such were the principal affairs that occupied the at-
tention of the House of Assembly during the present
Session which on the seventeenth of March was pro-
rogued by the Governor.

It has been already mentioned that among the pri-
soners taken at the battle of Queenstown in the au-
tumn of 1812, twenty-three men were recognized as
deserters, and British born subjects. As traitors to
their country, the commander of the forces had sent
them to England for legal trial. This circumstance
being made known tothe American government by the
American Commissary of prisoners at London, General

* The strength of the six battalions of Canadian Embodied Militia
amounted in the month of December, 1314, according to a returp sub-
mitted to the House of Assembly, to 3593 men, exclusive of the Vol-
'éguers, the Fronticr Light Infantry, and other Militia and Provinciak.

orps.
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Dearborn was ordered by his government to put an
equal number of British soldiers mto close counfine-
ment as hostages, for the former. In consequence of
this measure, the commander of the forces, by a gene-
ralorder of the 27th of October, 1313, made it known
that he had received the commands of thie Prince Re-
gent to put forty-six American officers and Non-Com-
missioned Officers, into close confinement as hostages,
for the twenty-three soldicrs contined by the American
government. He at the same time apprised that go-
verninent, that if any of the Dritish scldiers should
suffer death by reason of the guilt and cxccution
of the traitors found in arms against their country,
who bad been sent to England for legal trial, he was
instructed to select out of the American officers and
Non-commissioned officers detained as hestages, dou-
ble the number of the British soldiers who might be
50 unwarrantably put to death, and to cause them in
retaliation, to suffer death immediately. In transmit-
ting this information to the American government, the
commander of the forces also notified them, that the
commanders of His Majesty’s armies and fleets on the
coast of America, had received instructions to prosc-
cute the war with unmitigated scverity azainstall cities,
towns and villages belonging to the United States, and
against the inhabitants thereof, if after that informa-
tion should have reached the Ainerican government,
they should not be deterred from putting to death any
of the soldiers detained as hostages.

On the tenth of December, the commander of the

. PP ST Ceriers,!

forces received a communication from Jajor General
ST . ' T 1
Wilkinson by Colonel Macowb, of hte United Htates
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army, bearing a flag of truce, stating, ¢ that the go
vernment of the United States, adhering unalterabl
to the principle and purpose declared in the commu
nication of General D earborn, on the subject of th
23 Amcrican prisoners of war, sent to Englanc
to be tried as crininals, and the confinement of
like number of British soldiers, prisoners selected t
abide the fate of the former, had, in consequence of the
step taken by the British government, ordered forty-
six British oflicers into close confinement, and that
they should not be discharged therefrom until it should
be known that the forty-six American officers and non
commissioned officers in question, were no longer con-
fined.” 1In consequence of this, the Governor order-
ed all the American officers, prisoners of war, withou
exception of rank, to be immediately placed in close
confinement as hostages, until the number of forty-
5ix were completed over and above those already in
confinement. In pursuance of this order, Generals
Winder, Chandler and Winchester, were conveyed
from their quarters in the country at Beauport, to a
private house in Quebec, where their confinement was
rendered as little inconvenient as their situation could
admit of,

On the fifteenth of April following, after some ne-
gociation between Colonel Baynes the adjutant-genes
ral, and brigadier-general Winder, on the part of the
American government, a convention was entered into
at Moutreal; by which it was wutually agreed, to re-
lease the Lostages and make an exchange of prisoners,
the American government relinquishing its pretensions
w0 retaliate fur the prisoners sent to England, for legal
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trial as traitors to their country. This conveniion was
ratified in July at Chanplain, near the lines, by Col.
Lear, deputed for that purpose by the American go-
vermment, and by Colonel Baynes and Mr. Brenton,
on the part of the British government.*

The most active exertions were made during the win-
ter to be prepared for the ensuing campaign.  Stores
of all descriptions were forwarded to Kingston, from
Quebec and Moutreal on sleighs at prodigious expence.
The second battalion of the Sth regiment, command-
ed by Lieut. Colonel Robertson, marched through tiie
woods from Fredericton to the St. Lawrence in the
month of February. A reinforcement of two hundred
and twenty seamen for the Lakes came by the same
route. To expedite the progress of these rcinforce-
ments, the Legislature of New-Brunswick voted three
hundred pounds, and the City of St. John gave a simi-
lar sum to defray the expence of conveving them on
sleighs, as far the nature of the roads would permit.

In the month of March an Embassy of Chiefs and
Warriors from the Ottawas, Chippawas, Shawnecs,
Delawares, Mohawks, Saiks, Foxes, Kickapoos, and
Winabagoes, arrived at Que bec to visit and to hold a
Council with the Commander of the Forces.  His Ex-
cellency on the fifteenth of that month gave them an
audience, and held a Talk ov conference with tlxem'al
the Castle of Saint Lewis. Their speeches were priu-

* The negociation was opened at the solicitations of thf: Americanr
government in a letter from the Secretary of State, to Sir (.ec}lrge Pre.
vost, who consented to the exchange uf Brigadier-General W inder for
the purpose of negociating.
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cipally complimentary and expressive of their joy on
beholding their Father, and meeting him in Council.
They expressed their poverty, and requested that
peace might not be concluded with the American go-
vernment, until they recover the ancient bounds of
their territories of which the enemy had deprived them
Ly fraud and by violence. They represented the loss
they had experienced of their young men in the war,
but expressed their determination to persevere, and so-
licited arms for their Warriors, and clothing for their
women and children. “The Americans (said one of
¢ the Chicfs) are taking our lands from us every day,
¢ they have no hcarts, father, they have no pity for
* us, they want to drive us beyond the setting Sun;
* but we hope, although we are few, and are here as it
“ were upon a little Island, our great and mighty father
“ who lives beyond the great Lake, will not forsake
 us in our distress, but will continue to remember his
“ faithfal red children.” The Governor in answer,
strongly exhorted them to persevere in the contest
against the common enemy, in order to regain the ter-
ritory lost in the last campaign. He expressed his
sorrow for the loss of one of theiv Warriors (Tescum-
seh) and for that of many other valiant Chiefs during
the war. He charged them upon all occasions, to
spare and shew mercy to all women, children and pri-
soners that s.ould fall within ticir power, an injunction
to which the listening Chiefs unanimously murmured
approbation.  After some days residence at Quebec
they were loaded with presents, and despatched for the
Up.per—'Province in their way Lomewards, to prepare
their tribes for the approaching campaigu.
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On the twenty-sixth of March, Iis Excellency issued
a General Order expressing the approbation of the
Prince Regent of the aflair of Chateauguay, and his
% peculiar pleasure at finding that His Majesty’s Ca-
nadian Subjects had at length the opportunity of
refuting by their own brilliant exertions in defence of
their Country, the calumnious charge of disafiection
and disloyalty, with which the enemy had prefaced his
first invasion of the Province.” To Lieut. Coloncl De
Salaberry in particular, and to all the oiticers and men
under his command, the sense entertained by His Royal
Highness of their meritorious and distinguished scr-
vices was made known. ‘The Commauder of the
Forces at the same time acquainted the wilitia of the
determination of His Royal Highness to forward Co-
lours for the five Battalions of IZmbodied Militia, feel-
ing that they had evinced an «bility and disposition to
secure them from insult which gave them the best title
to such a mark of distinction.  So flattering a testimony
of the Royal approbation could not fail to raise the
honest pride of the Provincial Militia, but they were
disappointed in their hopes, and the promise still re-
mains to be accomplished.

A movement of the American forces in the neich-
bourhood of Lake Champlain toward: the conclusion
of March, gave room to expect an invasiou ¢i’ the Ltis-
trict of Montreal. DBrigadier General Macomb with a
division of the American forces trom Platisburgi: cros-
sed Lake Champlain upon the ice, and entcred St
Armands, where he remained some days without nio-
lestation, while General Wilkinson prepared for wu st-
tack upon the outposts of Odeltown, aud the La Cole

15
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Mill, a stone building which had been converted into
a Block House. On the morning of the thirteenth of
March, (General Macomb having suddenly withdrawn
his division from St. Armands, and r¢joined the main
body) the American forces consisting of five thousand
men, commanded by General Wilkinson in person, en-
tered Odeltown. Major Handcock, comuwanding at
the Mil), reccived intelligence at eight o’clock in the
morning of the approach of the enemy, and immedi-
ately sent off a despatch to the Isle-aux-Noix for a
reinforcement, from whence a picquet of the 13th regt.
under the command of Captain Blake, marched towards
Odeltown, and took post about two miles from the
Mill. The enemy halted for ashort time at the village,
and then made a demonstration upon Burtonville with
a part of their force. Their advance in that direction
was checked by part of the grenadicrs of the Canadian
Fencibles under Captain Cartwright, and a few of the
Frontier Light Infantry under Captain Barker. Capt.
Blake’s picquet hearing the firing, concluded that the
whol: of the enemy’s force had taken that road, and
in consequence retreated to the Mill, from whence they
again advanced and took post in advance. The ene-
my shortly after appeared in considerable force; the
picquet fired thiree vollies and retreated to the Mill.
At oue o’clock the enemy was scen deploying in the

Attackupon Wood, with the intention of surrounding
La Cole Mill- the Mill; a fire was immediately commenc-
ed which they did not return for some time, but ap-
peared determined to carry the place by assault, as
‘lhcy advanced cheering one another : the heavy fire
obliged them to relinquish their plan and retreat to the
wood, where they were completely sheltered. A twelve
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pounder was brought to bear upon the mill, but so bad-
ly served, that during a cannonade of two hours and
a half, only four shots struck the buiiding, the gun
being within the range of musketry the artillery suffer-
ed severely, and in fact were unable to take ahin with
any degree of precision. A gun-boat from the Islc-
aux-Noix, commmanded by Lieut. Hicks, R. N. kept up
an incessant fire upon the spot where the American
army was posted, but from the distance and the heiglit
of the intervening woods little or no execution was
done. The two flank companics of the 13th Regiment
arrived from the Isle-aux-Noix at half past two o’clock,
and were immediately ordered to charge the cnemy
in front—they advanced as far as the wood in ling,
but the difficulty of marching through the snow with a
galling fire in front, and on the left flank, checked
the rapidity of their progress, and sosn compelled
them to retire to the Block House. The grenadiers
of the Canadian Fencibles and a company of the Vol-
tiguners just now arriving from DBurtonville, Major
Handcock ordered them to support the flank companies
of the 15th Regiment in a second charge, to which
they advanced in column of secticns.®  The Americans
had now concentrated their whole force close to the
gun, but did not attempt to firc till the British had ad-
vanced to within twenty-five yards of their centre,
and were completely flanked on both sides: the first
discharge of the eneiny was so effectually destructive
that these companies were entirely broken, and com-

* The force in the Mill when attacked, was 160 men. The rein-
forcements which arrived during the action, amounnted to abont two
hundred men. Some accounts (which have becn considered probable)
state the American loss at 13 killed, and 123 wounded and 30 missing.
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pelled to retreat from the woods in the greatest dis-
order. All attempts to rally them were ineffectual,
and they were recalled by the bugle to the Block
House. It is conjectured that the gun was spiked by
the enemy during the first charge, as it was not made
any use of afterwards. The Americans exhausted
with cold and fatigue, and finding it impossible to car-
ry the place without heavy artillery, which from the
state of the roads, could not be brought forward, with-
drew their forces in good order from the contest, at
five o’clock in the afternoon, without being pursued
in the retreat—The British loss amounted to ten men
Lkilled and four men missing, and two officers and forty-
tour men wounded. The American loss, though con-
siderable, has not been precisely ascertained. Having
failed in the attempt to carry a Block House scarcely
descrving the appellation of a military post, the enemy
fell back upon Champlain town, from whence they
soon retired to Plattsburgh. General Wilkinson after
this abortive attempt to retrieve his military fame,
sceins to have been removed from his command, or to
have sought a voluntary retirement, from a service in
which he had experienced nothing but disappointment
and reverses,
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CHAPTER VIIIL

Occurrences during the winter 1813-14.  Attack upon Osweco. Inva-
sion of Upper-Canada by the American forces under Geueral Brown.
Capture of Fort Erie. Battle of Chippawa. Battle of Lundy’s
Lane  Assault upon Fort Eric.  Capture of Prairie du Chien.  Iix.
pedition against Michillimackinac by the Awericans. Operations by
Sir John C. Sherbrooke. Expedition to Platisburgh. Sortie from
Fort Erie. Evacuation of Fort Erie by the American Fovees. Mis-
cellaneous ocenrrences.  Meeting of the Provincial Parliament.
Recall of Sir George Prevost.  His departure {from Qucebec.

N Upper-Canada the occurrences during the wia-

ter were of small importance, being principally
eonfined to incursions reciprocally practised by the
troops in advance along the frunticrs with various suc-
cess. One of the mmost successful entorprises cficeted in
the course of the present scason. was planned and execu-
ted by Captain Sherwood, of the Quarier-Master-Gen-
eral’s Department. That officer with a subaltern, and a
small detachment of twenty rank and file of the Ma-
rines and ten men of the embodicd ruifitio, under Cap-
tain Kerr, proceeded over the St. Lawrence, on the
night of the 6th of February, from Cornwall in Up-
per-Canada, to Madrid, on Grass River, fourteen miles
beyond the village of Hawmilton, and brought avay a
cousiderable quantity of merchandise (having pressed
all the horses and sleighs he conld find, for that pur-
pose) plundered from British merchants near Cornwall
.in October preceding, when on their route to Upper-

15 %
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Canada. These eflects were to have been sold on ac-
count of the United States government, notwithstand-
ing an agreement for their restitution entered into on
the 10th of November, by Judge Ogden and Mr. Rich-
ardson on the part of the United States, and Lieut.
Colonel Morrison and Captain Mulcaster, (Royal Na-
vy,) on the part of the British Government. The In-
habitants macde no opposition to the seizure and trans-
portation of these eftects, nor did they experience any
molestation frowm the party, who, at two o’clock on the
ensuing day retured to their quarters with the most va-
luable of the Merchandise for which they proceeded
to Madrid.

A slight loss was experienced in an unsuccessful ef-
tort made by a detachment consisting of the flank
companies of the Royal Scots and the light company
of the 89th Regiment, under the command of Captain
Barsden of the 89th, for the purpose of dislodging a
strong party of the enemy who had taken post at
Longwood in the advance at Delaware town. The
enemy had secured themselves on a commanding emi-
nence behind log entrenchments, and were attacked
at five o’clock in the afternoon of the 4th of March
by this force, supported by a flank movement to
the right of a company of militia Rangers under
Captain Caldwell, with a detachment of the Kent Mi-
litia, and a similar movement by a party of Indians
to the left. After several repeated but unsuccessful
efforts to dislodge the enemy in a spirited contest of an
hour and a half| the troops having suffered severely,
were withdrawn. The enemy soon afterwards aban-
doned the position. The British lost two officers and
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twelve men killed, and three officers and forty-nine
en wounded, including an oflicer and six men of the
Kent Militia Volunteers, who distinguished themselves
on the occasion.

The campaign was opened in Upper Canada by Siz
Gordon Drummond and Sir James L. Yeo, under the
most cheering auspices.” The American forces along
the Lake Champlain, after leaving small garrisons at
Plattsburgh, Burlington and Vergennes, moved early
in the spring towards Lake Outario and the Niagara
frontier, with a view of resuming oflensive operations
against the Upper Province, as soon as the fleet at
Sacket’s Harbour (considerably augmented during the
winter) should be in a state to co-operate with the
land forces. The principal Naval Stores for the equip-
ment of the flect were forwarded to Sacket’s Harbour
by the way of Oswego, and as the British Naval force
at Kingston, strengthened by two additional ships, the
Prince Regent and Princess Charlotte, were ready to
appear on the Lake early in the scason. it becane an
object of importauce to intercept the enemy’s supplies,
and by that means retard his preparaticns for invasion.
An expedition against Oswego was therefore detes-
mined upon, and Gen. Drummmond having embarked a
considerable force, consisting of six companies of De

Attack upon Watteville’s regiment, the light company of
Oswego. the Glengaries, the second Battalion of the
Royal Marines, with a detachment of Royal Artille-
ry ‘and two field pieces, a detachment of a Rocket
company, with a few Sappers and Miners, set sail from
Kingston on the fourth of May, and at noon on the
following day, made the port of Oswego, when a hea
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vv zale from the North Wit sprung up, and obliged
tie sqricdron o vmn the oflinz. On the morning of
the sixth, & .anding was cifected by about one hundred
and forty of the troops under Lieut. Col. Fischer; and
two hundeed seamen, arined with pikes, under the
command of Captain Muicaster, R. N. in front of a
heavy discharev of round and grape from the battery,
and of wusketry from a detachment of about three
bhundred men of the American army, posted on the
brow of the hill, and in the skirts of the neighbouring
wood. 'The British, on landing, presscd up the hill to-
wards the enemy’s battery, which the Awmericans (up-
on finding the British detervined to carry it by storm)
relinquished, leaving about sixty men, principally
wounded.

The Land and Naval commanders having taken pos-
session of the stores found in the Fort and in its neigh-
bourhood, and having dismantled the fortifications,
and destroyed the barracks, re-embarked on the se-
venth of May, and returned to Kingston.

The loss of the British troops amounted to one cap-
tain (Holtaway of the Marines) and eighteen men kil-
led, and two Oiiicers and sixty men wounded. That
of the Navy amounted to three men killed, and four
Oiiicers and seven mien wounded. Captain Mulcaster,
while enterinz the Fort at the head of his wen, receiv-
ed a very severe and dangerous wound. Captain
Popham was also severely wounded. Although the
service derived much benefit from this Expedition, the
main object in countemplation was not accomplish-
ed, the principal part of the Naval stores being saved
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by the enemy, who had taken the precaution of deposit-
ing them at the Falls, some miles from Oswego, up the
river.

The flotilla at the Isle-aux-Noix, under the com-
mand of Captain Pring, proceeded up the Lake (ham-
plain, on the ninth of May with a detachment of Ma-
rines, for the purpose of capturing or destroying the
new vessels recently launclicd at Vergennes, or of in-
tercepting the stores and supplies intended for their
armament and cquipment. On the 14th, Captain
Pring reached his destination at Otter Creek, but find-
‘ing the cnemy prepared for his reception, he judged
it expedient to abandon his intended plan of attack,
and returned to the Isle-aux-Noix.

The British squadron having for the present a decid-
ed ascendency on Lake Ontario, blockaded Sacket’s
Harbour, in order to intercept the supplics which
might, from time to time, he forwarded from Oswego,
for the equipment of the American fleet. On the
morning of the 29th of May, aboat laden with two 24
pounders and a large cable for one of the Amcerican
ships of war, was captured on the way to Sacket's
Harbour from Oswego, from whence it bad sailed in
company with fifteen other boats loaded with naval
and military stores. This intelligence induced the
Naval Commander to dispatch Captains Popham and
Spilsbury, with two gun-boats and five barges, in
quest of the enemy’s boats, which, these oflicers ascer-
tained to have taken shelter in Sandy Creck, whither
they procecded with the resolution of capturing ot
destroying them if the attempt should be found practi-
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cable. Onu the morning of the 31st of May, the boats

from the Britishsquadron entered the Creek, and Cap-

tains Popham and Spilsbury, having reconnoitred

the cncuiy’s position, determined on an immediate at-
tack, which although aware of the hazard of the enter-

prise they determined to rizk, as the stores in posses-
sion ot the enemy wcre of the utmost importance to the

armament of their squadron. The boats advanced

cautiously up the Creek to within hali’a mile of the

enemy, when parties were landed on either bank, who

advaaced on the flanks of the guun-boats, to a turning
which opened the enemy’s boats full to their view. It

was at this juncture, when, by some accident, a_sixty- ,
eight pounder carronade in the bow of the foremost

gun-boat being disabled, it became necessary to pull

her round to bring the 24 pounder in her stern to bear

upon the enemy. The Americans mistaking this move-

ment for the commencement of a retreat advanced with

their whole force, consisting of onc hundred and fifty

riflemen, near two hundred Indians, and a strong body

of militia and cavalry ; who after a short though des-

perate contest, from which it was hmpossible to effecta

retreat, overpowered the British party, consisting of
about two hundred men, of which, it is said, cighteen

were killed and fifty wounded. Captain Popham in

his oflicial despatch to Sir James L. Yeo, on this affair,

acknowledged with the warmest gratitude, the humane

exertions of the Aunerican Officers of the Rifle Corps

commanded by Major Appling, in saving the lives of
many of the ofiicers and men, whom the American

soldiers and Indians were devoting to slaughter.

The American forces concentrated at Buffaloe,
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jovasion of Biack Rock and other places on the Nia-
Upper Cana-  gara frontier, under the command of lia-
jor General Brown, in momentary expect-

ation of the co-operation of the squadron on Lake
Ontario, were ready at the end of June to invade Up-
per-Canada.  On the morning of the third of July, the
enemy embarked in boats and batteaux and eflected a
landing on the Canadaside without opposition, with two
gtrong brigades under Brigadiers Scott and Ripley, at
two points on the shore above and below Fort Erie,
each about a mile distant from that post, then under
the command of Maj. Buck of the 8th Regiment. That
Officer had been active in putting Iort Erie into a state
of defence; and with a small dctachment of about se-
venty men was left in charge of it, more with a view
of causing a temporary check to an invading force
than for the purpusc of defending it against a regular
siege, which was 1ot intended. It would indeed have
been impossible to maintain Fort Erie for any length
of time against the overwhelming strength of the ene-
my,but a resistance of even a few hours might have
been of material consequence and have enable Gene-
ral Riall to have repelled the invasion at the outsct.
The able dispositions which had been made of the for-
ces under that Ofiicer, along the Niagara line by the
direction of Lieut. General Drummond, who had an-
ticipated an invasion at the point where it commen-
ced, were such, that the lcast impediment to the pro-
gress of the invaders would have enabled General Riall
to have concentrated his troops, and to fall upon and
disperse the enemy before they could have tine to be
" Capture of preparcd for an eflectual resistance.  Un-
Fot Erie.  gep these circumstances, it is much to be
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recretted, that Fort Erie was tamely surrendered '
1o the cueny without firing a shot or making even
2 show of resistance. 'The Americans after the
acquisition of this important post, advanced with °
confiience in the afternoon of the ensuing day
to the Plains adjacent to Chippawa, and were mak-
iz preparations to carry that post, when General |
Riall, to anticipate their design, having colleet- -
ed his forces, marched on the evening of the fifth
from his lines and gave them battle. The enemy had
paitle of Much advantage in numbers and fought
Chippowo, or with determined bravery. His right rest-
Ruwetscreek o4 on some buildings and orchards on the .
Lrink of the Niagara, and was strongly supported by -
artillery.  His left was skirted by a wocd with a con-
siderable body of Indians and Riflemeunin fromt. The
Militia and Indians enzaged the enemy’s riflemen, who,
ot first checked their advance, but being supported by
the arrival of the light troops consisting of the light
companies of thie Royiul Scots and 100th Regiment, .
with the 2d Lincolunilitio, under Lieut. Colonel Pear-
sony, thev were disledged after a very sharp contest.
Two light twenty-lour pounders and a howitzer were
brought into action agamst the enemy’s right, which
was also engaged by the King’s Regiment, while the
Royal Scots and 100th Regiment, after deploying
with the utmost steadiness, opened a heavy fire upon
his left and advanced to the charge, with the most in-
trepid gallantry, under a destru-tive fire. In this at-
tempt they suffered so severely that it was found neces-
sary to withdraw thew and desist from a contest, which
from the great superiority of t:v cnemy’s numbers,
must have been unavailing. General Riall according-

— e o e
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Iy fell back upon Chippawa in the evenin, and to pro-
vent the enemy from occupyinz DBurlington ficights
by a forced march (as he intended) hie threw such ve-
inforcements as he could spare into Forts George, Nia-
gara and Mississaga, and retired 10 Twenty-Mile
Lreek, on the route to Burlington, wheve he prepared
for a vigorous stand against the progress of the enemy
fo that post. The Amcrican squadien #as not how-
ever ready to appear upon the Lake during these nc<
currences; a circumstance pecualiarly Jortunate as
their appearance would have se cmboldened their
army, far superior in numbers to the British, as proba-
bly to have led to the reduction of Forts George and
Niagara. The militia under Licut. Colencl Dickson,
{who was wonnded) behaved with gallantry. The Bri-
tish lost six Officers and one hundred aud forty-iwo
men killed, and twenty-six Oflicers (among them Licut.
Colonel the Marquis of Tweedle, severely) and twa
bundred and uisety-five men wounded, and ouve Offi-
cer and forty-five inen nissing. The enemy srate theii
Joss at seventy men killed, and nine Officers and 1w ¢
huodred and forty men wounded, wid nmcteen s

'll)g

The enemy after this affair, gradually advanced
along the Niagara, and occupied Quecnstown, from
wheace he made demonstrations upon Forts George
and Mississaga, but finding Lieut. Loloncl Tucker,
who had been left in command of those posts, on the
alert, and determined to make a resolute defence he
desisted from further attempts to carry them.

General Brown finding a stouter resistance than he
16 '
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expected, fcll back upon Queenstown,* from whence on
the 25th of July, he retreated with his whole force up-
on Chippawa, having previously set fire to the village
of Saint David’s. General Riall immecdiately put his
advance in motion, and was moving on to support the
advance of his division, when the enemy wheeled
about with a view of overpowering his forces before
they could be assisted by the reinforcements which
were expected to join them. General Drummond, with
Lieut. Colonel Harvey, had that morning arrived at
Tort George, from York. The proceedings which
nmnediately succeeded lis arrival cannot be more
concisely and clearly explained than in his own official
despatch, after the battle of Lundy’s Lane, which is
quoted as the best relation to be found, of that hard
fought action.

Battle of ‘1 embarked on board His Majesty’s
Lundy'sLane ¢ schooner Netley, at York, on Sunday
¢ evening the 2:ith instant, and reached Niagara at
¢ day-break the following morning. Finding from Lt.
¢ Colonel Tucker that Major General Riall was un-
¢ derstood to be moving towards the falls of Niagara
¢ to support the advance of his divisiun, which he had
¢ pushed on to that place on the preceding evening, 1
¢ ordered Lieut. Colonel Morrison, with the 89th regt,
¢ and a detachment of the Royals and King’s, drawn

* This it would scem however, was contrary to the orders and in-
struction of the General Commanding, who in general orders, express-
ed his displeasure at the circumstance, and devived Lient. Col. Stone,
commanding at that village, to retire from the army in consequence
of liix conduct. This oflicer was aflerwards dismissed the service on
account of this busine:s, without a hearing —The village at Long
Point, was also reduced to ashes by these incendiaries.
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“from Forts George and Mississaga, to proceed to the
‘same point, in order that, with the united force, I
¢ might act agaiust the enciy (posied at Street’s Creck,
“with his advance at Chippuwa) on wy arrival, if it
“should be found expedient. T ordered Lieut. Colonel
¢ Tucker, at the same time, to proceed on the richt
*bank of the river, with three hundred of the 41st, and
‘ about two hundred of the Royal Scots, and a body
“of Indian Warriors, supported (on the river) by a
¢ party of armed seamen, under Captain Dobbs, Roxval
*Navy. The oljert of this movement wus to disperse
‘or capture a body of the enemy which was cucamp-
“ed at Lewistown. Some unaveidable deloy having
“ occurred in the marci of the troops up the right bank,
¢ the enemy had moved off previous to Lieut. Colonel
¢ Tucker’s arrival. I have to express myself satisfied
¢ with the exertions of that ofiicer.

* Having refreshed the troops at Queenstown, and
¢ baving brought across the 41st, Royals and Indians,
1 sent back the 41st and 100th regimeuts to forin the
¢ garrisons of the Forts George, Mississaga, and Ni-
* agara, under Lieut. Colonel Tucker, and moved, with
¢ the S9th, and detachments of the Royals and King’s,
¢ and light company of the 41st, in all about 800 nien,
‘to join Major General Riall’s division at the Falls.

¢ When arrived within a few miles of that position,
“I met a report from Major General Riall, that the
‘enemy was advancing in grcat force. I immediate-
¢ly pushed on, and joined the head of Licut. Colonel
¢ Morrison’s colunm, just as it reached the road leading
‘towards the Beaver Dam over the summit of the hill
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“at Lundy’s Lane. Iustead of the whole of Major
¢ General Riall’s division, which 1 expccted to have
¢ found occupying this position, I found it almost in the
¢ occupation of the enemy, whose columns were within
¢ 600 vards of the top of the lLill, and the surrounding
¢ woods filled with bis light troops. The advance of .
* Major General Riall's division, consisting of the
¢ Glengary Light Infantry, and Incorporated Militia,
¢ having commenced their retreat upon Fort George,
1 countermanded .these corps, and formed the 89ta
* Regiment and the Royal Scots detachments, and
¢ 41t light companies, in the rear of the hill, their left
¢ resting on the great road; my two tw enty-four pound-
¢ er brass field guns a little advanced in front of the
¢ centre on the summit of the hill ; the Glengary Light
¢ Infantry on the right, the battalion of Incorporated
¢ Militia, and the detachent of the King’s Regiment
‘ on the left of the great road ; the squadron, 19th Light
¢ Dragocus in the rear ofthe left, onthe road. I had
‘ scarcely completed this formation, when the whole
‘ front was warmly and closely engaged. The ene-
“my’s principal eflorts were dirccted against our left
“and centre. After repeated attacks, the troops on
¢ the left were partially forced back, and the enemy
¢ gained a momentary possession of the road. This
¢ gave him, however, no material advantage, as the
¢ troops which had been forced back formed in the rear
* of the 89th regiment, fronting the road, and seeuring
‘the flank. It was during this short interval that
* Major General Riall, having received a severe wound,
“ was intercepted as he was passing to the rear, by a
‘ party of the enemy’s cavalry, and made prisoner,
“In the centre, the repeated and determined attacks
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‘of the enemy were met by the 89th Regiment, the
¢ detachment of the Royals and King’s, and the light
‘ company of the 41st regiment, with the most perfect
‘ steadiness and intrepid gallantry, and the cnomy was
‘constantly repulsed with very heavy loss.  Inso de-
‘ termined a manner were these attacks directed against
‘our guns, that our artillerv-men were bayoneted by
‘ the enemy in the act of loading, and the muazles of
‘ the encmy’s guns were advanced within a few yards
‘of ours. The davkness of the night, during this ex-
“traordinary coutlict, occasioned several uncommon
“incidents: our troops having for a moment been push-
¢ ed back, some of our guns remained for a few win-
‘utes in the enemy’s hands ; they were, however, nat
“only quickly rccovered, but the two pieces, a six
‘ pounder and a five and a half inch howitzcr, whicn
‘ the enemy had brought up, were captured by us, to-
¢ pether with several tumbrils; and in limbering up
our guns at one period, one of the encmy’s six poun-
ders was put, by mistake, upon a limber of our’s, and
‘ one of our six pounders limbered on one of his; by
¢ which means the pieces were exchanged; and thus,
¢ though we captured two of his guns, yct, as he ob-
“tained one of our’s, we have gained only one gun.

¢

[4

¢ About nine o’clock (the action having commenc-
‘ed at six) there was a short intermission of firing,
¢ during which it appears the enemy was employcd
¢ in bringing up the whole of his remaining force, and
¢ he shortly afterwards renewed his attack with fresh
¢ troops, but wus every where repulsed with cqual gal-
¢ lantry and success. About this period the rewainder

*-of Major General Riall’s division, which had been
' 16%
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ordered to retire on the advance of the enemy, con-
sisting of the 103d Regiment, under Colonel Scott :
the head-quarter division of the Royal Scots; the
head-quarter division of the 8th (or King’s:) flank
companies 104th; some detachments of militia, un-
der Lieut. Colonel Hamilton, Inspecting Field-Offi-
cer, joined the troops engaged ; and 1 placed them
in a second line, with the exception of the Royal
Scots, and flank companices 104th, with which I pro-
longed my frout line on the right, where I was appre-
hensive of the enemy’s out-flanking me. The ene-
my’s cflorts to carry the hill were continued until
about midnight,when he had suffered so severely from
the superior steadiness and discipline of his Majesty’s
troops, that he gave up the contest, and retreated
with great precipitation to his camp beyond the Chip-
pawa. On the following day be abandoned his
camp, threw the greatest part of his baggage, camp-
equipage, and provisions into the Rapids; and hav-
ing set fire to Street’s Mills and destroyed the bridge
at Chippawa. continued his retreat in great disorder
towards Fort Erie. My light troops, cavalry, and
Indians, are detached in pursuit, and to harrass his
retreat, which 1 doubt not he will continue until he
reaches his own shore.
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¢ The loss sustained by the enemy in this severe ac-
tion cannot be estimated at less than fifteen hundred
men, including several hundreds of prisoners left in
“our hands; his two commanding Generals, Brown
and Scott, are said to be wounded ; his whole force,
which has never been rated at less than five thous-

and, having been engaged, Enclosed, I have the
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‘honour to transmit a return of our loss, which has
‘beenvery considerable. The number of troops un-
¢ der my command, did not for the first three hours, ex-
* ceed sixteen hundred men ; the addition of tlie troops
“under Colounel Scott did not iucrease it to more than
"two thousand eight hundred of every description.’

In this action Major Gen. Riall having been severe-
ly wounded, was, while retiring, intercepted, and made
prisoner by a party of the encmy’s cavalry, who had
obtained a momentary possession of the road on the
left of the British line, by which the General was re-
tiring.

General Drummond received a severe wound in his
neck, from a musket ball. He however, concealed the
circumstance from the troops, and remained on the
ground, cheering on his men uutil the close of the ac-
tion. Lieut. Colonel Morrison of the 85th Regiment,
Lieut. Colonel Pearson, Capt. Robinson, of the King's
Regiment, (commanding the militia) with scveral other
officers of merit were severely wounded.  The bravery
of the Militia on this occasion, could not have been ex-
celled by the most resolute Veterans.  General Dram-
mond, and other Officers of rank, have been known
to express their astonishment and admiration, at the
determined resistance which they for some time main-
tained, against the overwhelming force of the enemy,
Nothing could have been morc awful and impressive
than this mid-night contest. The desperate charges of
the enemy were succeeded by a dead siicnce, inter-
rupted only by the groans of the dying, and the dull
sounds of the stupendous Falls of Niagare, while the
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adverse lines were now and then dimly discerne
through the moonlight, by the dismal gleam of thei
arms. These anxious pauses were succeeded by
blaze of musketry along the lines and by a repetitiol
of the most desperate cliarges from the enemy, whic!
the Dritish received with the mest unshaken firmness
The American loss, by their own statement, amounte
to one hundred and sixty rank and file killed, including
twelve officers ; and five hundred and seventeen wound
ed, including fifty officers, and among them General:
Birown and Scott. The command of the Americar
forces in the abscnce of Generals Brown and Scott
who retired for the recovery of their wounds, devolv-
ed upon General Ripley : the enemy retreated on the
27th, with his whole force to Fort Erie, and threw uy
intrenchments in the neighbourhood of that Fort tc
secure himself against the British, who immediately in-
vested their works : General Gaines, in the mean time
proceeded from Sacket’s Harbour, and assumed the
command at Fort Erie.

On the Ist of August the American fleet sailed from
Sacket’s Harbour, and after looking into Kingston,
sailed for the head of the Lake; from whence he soon
returned to port, upon finding the army far from be-
ing in a state to co-operate, cooped up at Erie, and in-
capable of holding any direct communication with the
naval force on Lake Ontario.

The successful result of an enterprise by Captain
Assanlt upon Dobbs, of the Royal Navy, in capturing in
FortBrie. the night of the 12th of August, with his
3ig and some batteaux, (conveyed over land from the



1914} JIR 6EORGE PREVOST. 10,
Niagara river,) two of the enemy’s schooners, the
Ohio and Somers, lying close to Fort Eric, for the pur-
pose of flanking the approaches to the Fert, cach
mounting three long twelves, with complements of thir-
ty-five men, gave spirit to the army.  Generel Drum-
mond, after having reconnoitred the enemy’s position,
determined to storm the Amcrican entrenchments.
He accordingly opened a battery on the morning of
the thirteenth, and on the ensuing day, fiuding that &
material effect had been produced upon their worky,
he made the necessary preparations for an assault.
Three columns were in the night of the fourteenth put
in movement : one under the command of Lieut. Co-
lonel Fischer of De Watteville’s Regiment, consisting
of the Sth and De Watteville’s Regiments, the flanls
companies of the 89th and 100th Regiments, with a
detachment of artillery. Another under Lieut. Colonel
Drommond, of the 104th Regiment, consisting of the
flank companies of the 41st and 104th Regiments, and
a body of seamen and marines, under capt. Dobb’s,
(R.N.) and the third nnder Colonel Scott of the 10.3d
Regiment, consisting of his own Regiment, supported
by two companies of the Royals. The first of these
columns was ordered to attack and turn thc leit of the
enemy’s intrenchment on the side of Sunake Iill, while
the two other columns were to attack the Fort and the
right of their intrenchments.  Colenel Fischar’s col-
umn had gained the point of attack two lours befors
day-light, and the head of the cclimn had actually
gained possession of the enemy’s batteries, but the col-
umn of support in marching too near thie Lake, en-
tangled themselves between the rocks aud the water,
and were, Dy the repulse of the flank compunies of
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the King’s Regiment, (which, for want of timely sup
port were compelled to retire upou them,) tiirown ints
utter confusion, and suflered most severely by the fir
of the enemy. The two other columns advanced a
soon as the firing upon Lieut. Colenel Fischer’s coluny
was heard, and at the same wm izent stormed the For
and intrenchments on the right, aud after a desperat
resistance succeeded in making a lodgment in the Fort
through the embrasures of the Demi-Bastion. Th
eincmy took to a stone building which they maintaine
with determination for upwards of an hour and a half
against the gans of the Demi-Bastion, which the Bri
tish had turned againsi them, untii some ammunitiol
under the platform on which the guns were placed
taking fire (whether accidentaliy or by design, is no
well understood) a most tremendous explosion ensued
by which, almost all the troops who had entered the
Fort, weve dreadfully mangled. An immediate pani
was communicated among the troops who could neithe:
be rallied by the surviving officers, nor be persuadec
that the explosion was accidental. The enemy afte
having repulsed Licut. Col. Fisclhier’s column had or
dered reintorcements from the left and centre of thek
lines, to the assistance of the Fort, who taking advan
tage of the darkuess and confusion of the moment
pressed forward with a heavy and destructive fire, an
comprlled the assailants to retire from the works the
Sad so gallavtly carried.

In this assault the loss of the British was most se
verely felt.  Colonels Scott and Drummond, fell, while
stormimyg the works, at the hcad of their respective col
smns.  Four Officers and filty-four men were returne
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as killed, and twenty-four Officers and two hundred
and eighty-five men wounded. The missing were re-
ported at nine Oflicers and five hundred and thirty
men, afterwards ascertained to have been principally
killed. The American statement of their own loss,
makes it eighty-four in hilled, wounded and missing.

General Drummond was reinforced a day or two aft:
ter this assault, by the arrival of the Gth and €xd | egi-
ments, from Lower-Canada. This reinforcement was
however no more than barely suilicient to supply the
recent casualtics, and Genere! Prummond did not with
the small force under his command, deeur it expedient
to hazard a sccond attempt to recever Fort Ervie, but
by continuiug its investment he cut off all communica-
tion with the adjacent Country, and in compeiling the
enemy to draw his resources from his own countyy. ren-
dered the occupation of that Post for the remainder of
the campaign, of no service to the invaders.

Michillimakinac, contrary to the e¢xpectation of the
enemy had, early in the Spring, been reinforeed witl:
a detachment of troops aud seamen, under Licut. Col.
M’Douall. This Citicer procecded by way of the Not-
tawasaga River, and aiter having for several days
struggled against the ice, and tanpestuous weather,
which at this season agitates Lake Huron, arrived at
his destination on the 18th of May. with Lis cpen ca-
noes loaded with Provisicns and Stores for thie rdlief
of the garrison.

From Mchillimakinac, Licut. Col. M'Douall I
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Capture of Patched Lieut. Col. M’Kay of the Indian
Praivie  du  Department.at the commencement of July,
Chien. with a force of six hundred and fifty men
fof which 120 were Michigan Fencibles, Canadian
Volunteers and Officers of the Indian Department, the
retaainder, Indiars) to reduce the Post of Prairie du
Chien on the Mississippi.  Lieut. Col. M'Kay arrived
at that piace on the 17th July. Here he found the ene-
ny in occupation of a small Fort situated on a heigit,
with two Block-Houses mounting six pieces of cannon,
and in the middle of the Mississippi immediately in
front of the Fort, a large gun-boat, mounting fourteen
pieces of small artillery., Lieut. Col. M’Kay sent a
flag of truce, demanding an immediate surrender.—
This being refused, he cpened a fire from one gun up-
on the enemy's gun-boat with such effect after an ac-
tion of three hours, as to compel her to cut her cable
and run down the siream, where she took shelter under
an Island.  In the evening of the i9th, Lieut, Colonel
M’Kay having thrown up his breast works at the dis-
tance of four hundred and filty yards, was prepared to
open a cannonade upon the enemy, with a single gun
which he had mounted for the purpose, when the enemy
hoisted a white flag and sent an Officer to acquaint the
besiegers of their surrender, who immediately took
possession of the garrison. The enemy’s force con-
‘sisted of three Officers and 71 men. The reduction of
this Post which was effected without the loss of a single
man, was of the utmost kinportance to the British Tra-
ders and effectually secured the British influence over,
the Indian tribes of the West,

The enemy tipoh ascerfaining that Michillimakinae
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had been reinforced, fitted out an Expedition which
was put under the command of Lieut. C¢l. Croghan—
Espedition A detachment of this force under the com-
against Mich- mand of Major Holmes proceeded to Saint
illimackinac < - .
by the Amer- larie’s, where, aiter plundering the whole
icans. of the stores belonging to the North West
Company, he wantonly ordered the buildings to be re-
duced to ashes. The main body after it had been
joined by this detachment cousisted of about nine hun-
dred men. This force effected a landing near the
Fort of Michilluinakinac on the 4th of August in the
forenoon, but the spirited opposition which it experi-
enced from the handful of men under Licut. Colonel
M’Douall was such as to compel them to rc-embark,
leaving seventeen men dead on the shore, among them
Major Holmes.

Though the enemy had failed in this attempt to carry
Michillimackinac, they kept their sinall cruisers in the
neighbourhood so as to intercept all supplies destined
for the garrison. Two of these vessels, the Tigress
and Scorpion, were carried (the former on the cvening
of the 3d, and the latter, on the morning of the 5th of
September) by a small party of Seamen under Lieut.
Worsley, (R. N.) and a party of Soldiers under Lieut.
Bulger o1 the Rouy»] Newfoundiand Regiment. They
carried each w lomy 24 pouuder on a Pivot, with com-
plemnents of thirty-two men. After their capture, Mich-
illimakinac was lelt unmolested.

During these events in Upper Canada, Lieut. Gene-
ral Sir John Coape Sherbrooke, then Licut. Governor
in Nova-Scotia, was successfully engaged in reducing

17
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a very populous and extensive portion of tiie enemy’s
“territories adjacent to the Province of New-Brunswick.
He detached a small force from Halifax, under Lieut,
Colonel Pilkington which, with the Ramilies, com-
manded by Sir Thomas Hardy, took possession, on the
11th July, of Moose Island in Passamaquoddy Bay : the
garrison at Fort Sullivan consisting of six Officers and
eighty men under the command of Major Putnam sur-

Operations Tendcring themselves prisoners of war.—
by SirJohn C. On the 26th of August, Sir John C. Sher-
sherbrooke. 4 soke having embarked at Halifax, the
whole of his disposeable forces on hoard of ten tran-
‘sports, set sail accompanied by a small squadron, un-
der Rear Admiral Grifliths, for Castine on the Penob-
scot River, where he arrived on the 1st September,
and touk possession of the Batteries at that place ; the
enemy finding it impossible to retain the post, baving
previously blewn up the Magazine, and retreated with
the field picces. The United States’ Frigate Adams,
had some days previous to the arrival of the British
at Castine, run into the enobscot, and for security
had gone up as far as Hamden, where her guns had
beenlanded and a position taken, with a view of pro-
tecting her. Captain Barrie of the Dragon, with a
suitable naval force, and 600 picked men, under the
command of Colonel Jobn of the 60th Regiment, were
detached up the River for the purpose of obtaining pos-
session or destroying the Adams. The enemy, who at
first offered a spirited resistance, after setting fire to
the Frigate, fled in all directions, upon finding the
British resolutely advancing against their positions.
Several pieces of ordnance and three stands of colours
fell into the hands of the British, whose loss amounted
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to no more than onc man killed, and one officer and
scven men wounded.

After the capture of Castine, Lieut. Colonel Pilking-
ton was despatched with a brigade of troops for Ma-
chias, which was taken possession of on the 1th Scpt.
by that officer ; the detachment in Fort O'Bricn hav-
ing on the approach of the British, precipitately re-
treated from the Fort, leavicy twenty-six pieces of
ordnance witha quantity o small arms and anmunition.
Lieut. Col. Pilkingtoa was on the point of marching
into the interior of the country when he reccived a
communication froin Lieut. General Broewer, command-
ing the District, engaging that the militia forces within
the county of Washington should not bear arms or
serve against Hlis Dritannic Majesty duving the war,
This, with a similar ofler made by the Civil Officers
and principal inhabitants of the county, brought on
a cessation of arms. By these judicious measures a
populous ex‘. ut of territury, stretching one hundred
miles along the sca coast, including a valuable tract
of country, partly separating New-Brunswick {rom
Lowcer-Canada, passed under the dominion of the
British arms without eflusion of bluod or the least waste
of treasure. -

Among the casualties in advance along the Lines on
the Montreal frontier in the course of the present Swm-
nier, the death of captain Mailloux deserves to be ve-
membered. This brave Canadian bad been remark-
ably vigilant, and was of esseutial service in watching
the movements of the enemy. He full while on a re-
connoitring party, into the hands of the enewy, who
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bad laid in ambush for him—He received several balls
through the body, of which he languished some days,
receiving however the greatest attention from the Ame-
rican Surgeons, as well as from those of the British,
who were allowed by the enemy to cross the lines to
attend him. The body, after his decease, was sent to
the lines escorted by a party of the American Military
with the honors of war, and every mark of respect for
the memory of the deceased.

The arrival of a strong reinforcement of near six-
teen thousand men from the Garonne, of the Duke of
Wellington’s army in July and August, determined Sir
George Prevost to invade the state of New-York by
way of Lake Champlain. The flotilla at Isle-aux-Noiz
was necessary to co-operate with the land forces, and
the Commissary General and Quarter-Master General,
in order to expedite the new Frigate (the Confiance)
were directed to suspend every other branch of the
public Scrvice which interfered with its equipment.
Sir James L. Yeo was urged by the Commander of
the Forces, (early in August) to put this division of Lis
command into an effective state, for the contemplated
Service. In answer to this, he was acquainted by the
Commodore, that the squadron on Lake Champlain
was alrcady ninety men over complete, and immedi-
ately superceded Captain Fisher, who with much exer-
tion hiad almost prepared the flotilla for active service,
appointing Captain Downie from the Lake Ontario
squadron in his stead. The Commander of the Forces,
disappointed in not receiving a reinforcement of Sea~
men from Lake Ontario, applied to Admiral Otway
and Captain Lord James O’Brien then at Quebec,
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who furnished a strong reinforcement from their re-
spective Ships (the Ajax and Warspite) for the service
of the Flotilla.

Sir George Prevost having sent to Upper-Canad:,
a brigade of'troops uinder Major-General Kenipt, whe
was authorized to n:ale a descent upon Sacket’s Har-
bour before the close of the Season, if such aneasurs
shoyld be thoncht practicable, concentrated his ariny
betiveen Laprairie and fort Chambly, under the imme-
diate command of Major  General De Rottenlurgh.
Altho’ the flotilla was scarcely ready to co-operate,
finding that a strong division of the enemy’s forces un-
der General Izard, had marched from Flattsharch
to veinforce the troops atIlort Erie, he, in order to
check the advaace of this division, put his army in
movement and crossed the lines at Odeltown, on the
first of. September. Cn the third, he advanced and
occupied Champlain Town, which the cncmy aban-
doned upon his approach.

From this point the whole Dritish force marched on
the 4th in two colunius, by purallel roads upon FPictts-
burgh through a woody countiy. ‘Lhe column ad-
vancing by the western road, (wore elevated and on
drier ground thaa the road next the lake, which was
low and swampy,) commanded by Mgjor Geuiais
Power and Robiuscn, was smartiy opposed by the
enemy's militia. It however, drove tiic enemy back
upon Plattsburgh on the sixth, and opened the way
for the left brigade, commauucd by Major General
Brishane by Dead Creck, astrong position upou the
border of Lake Chauplain, wluch the enemy bad oc-

17%
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cupied in force, after destroying a bridge over the
stream, which in this place was not fordable, having so
distributed their gun-boats, (ten in number,six of which
carried each one long twenty-four, and an eighteen
pounder carronade, the others a long twelve each,) as
to take the British in flank on their approach. The
American squadron, consisting of the Saratoga of 26
guns, Brig Eagle, 20 guns, Schooner Ticonderoga, 17
guns, and the Cutter Preble of 7 guns, lay anchored
in the Bay, then within reach of the protection of three
batteries and redoubts, on a ridge of land on the south
of the Saranac River. This position being turned,
the cnemy fell back upon their redoubts beyond the
Saranac, keeping a vigilant outlook upon the Fords of
the river with strong picquets of light troops. On the
seventh the heavy artillery being brought forward,
cligible situations were chosentoplace them in battery,
when it was observed that the squadron had changed
their position from that of the preceding day, and
were anchored out of reach of their own, as well as
of the British batterics,  The commander of the for-
ces had previously acquainted Captain Downie, (who
wasmoving graduaily up the Lake, with his flotilla, him-
sellin the Confiance rather unprepared for action, with
a crew entirely strangers to her officers) of the posi-
tion of the Aumerican squadron; and that the attack
by land and water might be stimultancous, he deferred
an attack upon their works until the arrival of the
squadron. This resolution (it is said) was adopted
with the unanimous concurrence of the General Offi-
cers present. The escape of the enemy’s fleet to the
narrow channels at the head of the Lake might render
3t impracticable to engage them with any prospect of
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success : a final decision of the naval ascendency, on

the Lake at the present juncture, was theretore of the

utmost importance to the ulterior operations of the ar-

my, and the expedicncy of such a measure was univer-

sally acknowledged, particularly as the strongest con-

fidence prevailed in the superiorny of the British ves-

sels, their weight of metal, and in the capacity and ex-
perience of their officers and crews ; and as the Com-
mander of the Forces was informed by an officer of his

Staff, who had been dispatched to Captain Downie,
thathe (capt. D.) considered himself, with his own ves-
sel alone (the Confiance,) a match for the whole Ame-
rican squadron. At midaight on the 9th of Septem-
ber, Sir George Prevost received a communication
from Captain Downie, stating that he was prepared
for service, and proposed getting under weigh with his
squadron the same night at twelve o’clock, with the
intention of doubling Cumberland Head (at the en-
trance of Plattshurgh Bay,) about day break and cn-
gaging the enemy’s squadron if anchoredin a position to
Jjutisfy such a measure. The troops at dawn of day were
under arms, but there being no appearance of the flcet
at the expected hour, they were sentinto uarters. Sir
George wrote a note to Captain Downie, acquainting
him that the army had been held in readiness that
moruing for the expected arrival, and expressing his
hopes that the wind only had delaved the approach of
the squadron. The brave Downie, who to the noble
and manly virtues characteristic of his profession,
united the nicest sense of honor, is said to have been
fired with indignation at the reflection conveyed in the
note. No communication subsequent to that of the 9tls
was, however, received from him at Head Quarters.
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At the dawnof dayon the 11th, the wind being observ-
ed to befavorable for the advance of the squadron,the
troops were put under arms, and at seven o’clock its
approach was announced by the scaling of the guns
of the Confiance, which rounded Cumberland Head,
with aleading breeze, leaving the other vessels and gun-
boats far in her wake. As 8 o’clock the whole fire of the
enemy’s squadron, moored in line, was directed upon
the Confiance, which moved gallantly into action with-
out returning a shot, (Captain Downie intending to
lay his ship athwart hause of the enemy’s largest
ship) uutil within two cable lengths of the American
line, when, having two anchors shot away, and the wind
baffling, she came toanchor, and opened a destructive
fire upon the enemy. The Linnet and Chub, some
time after, took their stations at a short distance, but
thhe Chub having had her cables, bowsprit, and main
boom shot away, became umnanageable, and drifting
within the enemy’s line was obliged to surrender.
Shortly after the commencement of the fire from the
Confiance, her gallant commander fell, and the com-
‘mand of the squadron devolved upon Captain Pring
of the Linnet. The Confiance, after the fall of Capt.
Downie fought for some time most gallantly under the
command of Lieut. Robertson, but was compelled to
strike her colours to the enemy’s ship, the Saratoga,
which at one moment had slackened her fire, several of
her guns being dismounted ; she however, cut her ca-
ble, winded her larboard broadside so as to bear on
the Confiance, which, being much shattered in her hull
and injured in her rigging, endeavoured in vain to ef
fect the same manucevre.. The Finch struck on a reef
of rocks to the eastward of Crab Island early in the
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action, and was of no service in the engagement. The
Linnet only remained; but Captain Pring, finding
that the gun-boats had shamefully abandoned the ob-
ject assigned to them, and were fiying from the scene
of action, while not a hope remained of retrieving the
disaster of the day, his men falling fast, was reluctant-
ly compelled to give the painful orders to strike the
colours. The fire on both sides proved very destruc-
tive from the light airs and the smoothness of the wa-
ter; the British loss in killed and wounded was 129,
of which 3 Officers and 83 men were killed and one
officer and 39 men wounded on board of the Confi-
ance,

The batteries on shore were put into operation
against the enemy’s line of fortifications, as scon as the
enemy’s ships commenced firing. As the approach to
the front of their works was rough and exposed to a
fire of grape and musketry, as well as to a flank fire
from a Block-House, a column of assault, under Ma-
jor-General Robinson, was ordered to move by the
rear of their bivouacs, the better to conccal their
movements and cross a ford previously rcconnoitred
some distance up the Saranac; thence to penctrate
through a wood to a clear space of ground in the vi-
cinity of the enemy’s position, where the necessary
preparations might be made to carry ther works by
assault on their reverse front.

The second brigade under Major-General Brichane,
was so distributed as to ¢reate a diversion m lavor ¢!

. “ > 3 N
the column under Major Geoeral Robinstea, whicl,

througii the wi-take of the guides, had been led np
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on a wrong path and missed the ford. Before the er-
ror was rectified by a countermarch, shouts of huzzah
was distinctly heard by this colamn in the direction of
the American works. To have carried these fortifica-
tions would have been no difficult task for the brave
troops compesing this column, but their attainment,
after the loss of the squadron, could not have been at-
tended with any permanent advantage. Orders were
therefore sent to General Robinson (who upon hear-
ing the shouts, had halted and sent to Head-Quarters,
to ascertain the cause and to receive such further or-
ders from the Commander of the Forces as were ne-
cessary) to return with his columm. The loss of the
squadron gave the enemy the means of conveying
their troops to such points as might be deemed expe-
dient, and the numerous reinforcements which moment-
ly crouded in, gave them a great disposeable force,
whose superioriiy in numbers was such, that a delay of
a few nours might have placed the British in a criti-
cal situation.  So circumstanced, the aruy, indignant
at being oblized to retire before an enemy their infe-
vior in discipline and renuvwn, fell Hack upon Chazy
in the cvening, with little molestation from the Ameri-
cans.  Oa the ensuing day they continued their re-
treat towards the lines, bringing away such of the ord-
nance and coimmissariat stores as had not been injured:
by the rain, which, from the commencement of the in-

vasion, and during the retreat of the army, had been
alwost Iueessout, i

Thus terminated the luckless and humiliating expe-
dat.';rx to Piattsburgh, with the loss of the squadron,
fthe un-hoats, owing to the misconduct of the officer in
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command, excepted,*) and five hundred men of the
land forces in killed wounded and missing.

The unfortunate result of this expedition irritated
the army, which fclt itself humiliated in beiny com-
pelled to retire before an enemy which they had been
taught to disdain. The Nuval commander in the Ca-
nadas, in bis official letter to the Admiralty, did not
scruple to attribute the loss of the luke squadron to the
misconduct of the Cowmander of the Forces. The
opinion of thatofficer, remote from the place of action,
and of which he had no local Lnowledge, must necessa-
rily have rclied upon the siatements of others; and
whenwe consider the variance in the relation of tacts,
asgiven by thosc immediately concerned, an impartial
person will pause in forming an opinion.  In justifica-
tion of the conduct of Captain Downie,it has been said
that he was bLurvicd into action before his ship was in
a state to meet the enciry, and that the Coinmaunder of
the Forces failed to give the promised co-operation to
the fleet, by not commencing an assault on the batte-
rics, upon a signal given by the Confiance, in conse-
quence of which the whole attention of the enemy
was directed against the fleet.  That if the land bat-
teries had been assaulted in time, the American flect
would have been compelled to leave the bay, when
they might have been attacked by the Britisk squadron
on the open lake to much better advantage. Ou the
other hand it has been urged that capt. Downie, so far
from being hurried into action, entertained the fullest

* This Gentleman soon after his di:graceful flight from the naval
action at Plattsburgh, disappeared, while under arrest, prepuratory 14
his trial by a Naval Court Martial.
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confidence in the superiority of his squadron, and thathe
feit equally certain of success whether he should meet
the enemy on the open Lake, or attack them at anchor
in Plattsburgh bay. That there was nosignal agreed
apon between the Commande - of the land forces and
Captain Downie; and that the circumstance of his
«aling the guns was cousidered by the former as no
more than the usual precaution before the commence-
ment of 2 naval action. That the storming of the works
on shore couid not have been of any service to the Bri-
tish squadron, as the American ships during the action,
were moored out of range of the land batteries. That
it would have been imprudent to have carried the Ame-
rican batteries before the navai ascendency should have
been decided, as the enemy’s squadron, after such an
event, by retiring to the narrows in the Lake, before
the British squadron should have been off Plattsburgh
to intercept their retreat, might have secured them-
selves against every future effort to attack themto ad-
vantage.  Amidst the contradictory relations of facts
and diversity of opinions, which have been given from
respectable authority, spectators of the event, it is dif-
ficult to say what were the grand errors which occa-
sioned the failure of the expedition to Plattsburgh, or
whether it may not be considered as one of those mis-
fortuno.s m-idental to warfare, which human prudence
can llt’lth‘tl‘ foresee nor prevent. It is confidently as-
se'rted-ot Captain Downie, that he thought himself,
with his sin{:gle ship, the Confiance, a match for the
“.‘hole Amcncal} s-quadron, and when we advert to the
hoats, in his squadro vves‘se > p.al‘tlc.ularly the Gm?-

1 D, were far in his wake, there is
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room to believe that this gallant efficer fell a victim to a
fallacious confidence of success, which, atter conscera-
ting his life to it, we canaot but respect.

The decease of Sir George Prevost, before a Milita-
ry Court Martial cour investizate the charges pre-
ferred against him, rende, it impossible to speak with
any degree of ceitainty on the gencral propriety of
his conduct on that expedition : but it scems to he ge-
nerally admitted, by those who are supposed most ca-
pable of forming a correct opinion on the subject, that
after the loss of the squadron his situation in the ene-
my’s country, must have been cxtremely precarious;
and that, although he might without any great exer-
tion have carried all the en>my’s works at Plattsburgh,
thetr momentary occupation, which would have cost
him some blood, would have been utterly uscless.

Sortie at The cnemy at Fort Erie, on hearing the
FortErie.  Losult of the expedition to Plattsburgh, and
aware that the British in their ncighbourhoad had not
been recently reinforced, made a sortie in the after-
noon of the seventeenth of September, and attacked
the British lines, extending through a thick wood, with
their whole force, consisting of upwards of five thou-
sand men. At the onset they gained some advantaze,
having from the thickness of the weather, (the. rain pour-
ing in torrents) succeeded in turning the right of the
British line of picquets without being percei.ved, aud af-
ter a warim contest, obtained possession ot two buite-
ries. As soon as the alarm was given, re  .orcements
were sent forward, who drove the enemy from the
works of which they bad gained possession, and pur-

18
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sued them to the glacis of Fort Erie, whither they re-
tired with precipitation, with the loss (by their own ac-
counts) in killed, wounded and missing, of five hun-
dred and nine men, including eleven officers killed and
twenty-three wounded. The British loss amounted to
three officers and one hundred and twelve men Kkilled,
seventeen officers and one hundred and sixty-one men
wounded, and thirteen officers and three hundred and
three men missing ; making a total of 609 officers and
men.

General Drummond, after this affair, finding his
troops encamped in a low situation, now rendered very
unhealthy by the late constant rains, growing sickly,
raised the investment of Fort Erie, and fell back upon
Chippawa, on the evening of the 2l1st of September,
without molestation by the enemy.

Sir James L. Yeo, after much exertion, completed
the Saint Lawrence, a new ship of 100 guns, and on
the 16th October, sailed from Kingston for the head of
the lake with a reinforcement of troops and supplies
for the army ; Commodore Chauncey having previously
retired to Sacket’s Harbour, on hearing that the Bri-
tish squadron was prepared for the lake. Gen.Brown
finding the American squadron incapable of co-opera-
ting with him, came to the resolution of evacuating Fort
Erie, which he accordingly did on the 5th November,
after calling in his out-posts and destroying the whole
works at that post, and retired across the Niagara to
his own territory, leaving the wearied Inhabitants of the
Upper Province once more to their repose.
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The American army throughout the present cam-
paign evinced a character and an bmproved state of
discipline far beyond what might have been capected
from such raw materials. The barbarous conductof a
few desperadoes who occasionally irade incursions into
the western parts of Upper Canada disuraced however
the reputation which their rewular army had acquired
in the estimation of the British, cver ready to acknow-
ledge werit in a virtsous enemy. The Vitlawes of Do-
ver,and Port Talbot wcre destroyed by these ruthiless
barbarians in the course of the sunnmer: but the de-
vastation which arked the coursc of a horde of mount-
ed men from Kentucky, unider Brigadier General
M’Artkur, in the month of November, cxceeded every
thing. 'The Country through which they passed was
given wp to indiscriminate plunder: the scttlements
were reduced to ashes, and the miserable inhabitaints
were left to perish with cold and hunger,  This band of
rufians was arvested in its progrvess, on attempting to
cross the Grand River, by a party of the 105d Regi-
ment and a few Indian Warriors, and their speedy re-
treat before a party of the 19th Light Dragoons saved
them from exewplary chastisement.  They made good
their retreat to Detroit from whence they had set sut on
this excursion.

The troops and embodied militia in the Lower Pro-
vinee were sent into winter ¢uarters on the tenth of
Decomber.  General Drwmsond and Sir James L.
Y co, afier the campaizn had ended in Upper Canada,
came down to #outreal to concert measures with the
commander of the forces tor the ensuing campaign, in
the event that the negociztions then carrying on at
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Ghent should not terminate in a Peace.  The creation
of a naval force on Lake Huron in the ensuing season
was determined upon by these officers, as a place af-
fording much greater security for the construction of
vessels than Lane Erie, where the enemy possessing
the dominion of the Lake could at any time destroy
them.

The House of Assembly mct en the 21zt January.
Alr. Panet having been called up to the Legislative
Couneil, Joseph L. Papincau, Esquire, was elected
Sp.caker of the Assembly. The militia Actwas revised
aud amended by admitting substitutez. A Grant cf
new Dutics upon Tea, strong Spivits, and on Goods
sold at Auction wos made to His Majesty to supply
the wants of the Proviace.  One theusand pounds were
sranted 1er the encourageiment of vaccine inoculation;
upwards of cighty thousand pounds were appropriated
for the iprovement of the Internal Communications
of the Province, and a further Sum of twenty-five
thousand pounds for the purpose of cpening a Canal
trom Montreal to Lachine. A Bill was also introdu-
ced to make a provision for the Speaker of the House
of Assembly, and to grant him a thousand pounds per
annum, to enakle him to support the dignity of his Of
fice.  This Bill being reserved for the Royal Sanction
was counfirmed during a subscquent Administration.

The Assembly among other things came to a reso-
lution that it was expedieut to appoiut an Agent in
Great Britain for the purpose of soliciting the enact-
ment of Laws, and for transacting such public matters
as might from time to time be committed to his care for
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the good of the Province. Tlis resolution was com-
municated to the Legislative Council, where, in oppo-
sition to the measure, it was resolved, that the Gover -
nor of the Province was the only fit and constitutional
channel between the Legislative Bodies of Low cr Ca-
nada and His Majesty's Government in Great-Dritain :
they therefore did not concur in the Message of the As-
sembly.

The Lower Tlouse, upon receiving information of the
dissent of the Legislative Council, persisted in their re-
Olution, and presented an address to the Governor on
the subject, requesting his Excellency to transmit to the
Prince Regent certain addresses in their behalf] as well
as an address relating to the Impecaclents preferved
at a former Session against the Chief Just:ces, and of
which no notice had as yet been taken by the British
Government.  WELilst the attention of the colunial Les
gislature was engaged in these concerns, news of the
Treaty of Peace wus ofiicially announced to them on.
the Ist of March,

The Embodied Militia were immediately dishanded,
and as a gratuity, the Legisizture granted eighty days
pay to the officers. An annuity of six pounds was pro-
vided for such Voliizears and Militiamen as had been
rendered, during their scrvice, incapable of curning 2
livelihood. A small gratuity was also made to the wi-
dows and chilidren of those who had been killed during
the war ; and the Assembly in au Adda:us to the P:‘?x.( e
Regent, recommended that a grant of lands should l:<:
made to such ¥ oltigeurs and Militia, as bhad servedin
defence of the Provinee during the late war.

18 ¥
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The Assembly, as a mark of respect for the charac-
ter of the Governor in Chief, voted him the sum of five
thousand pounds sterling for the purchase of a Service
of Plate. This measure met with the approbation of
the Prince Regent, but was not carried into effect ; the
Legislative Council having refused their assent to a bill
for that purpose, which was sent up for their concur-
rence in the course of the ensuing Session.

The business of the Session being concluded, the
Governor prorogued the Parliament on the 25th March.
He informned the Assembly that he had received the
commands of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, to
return to England for the purpose of repelling accusa-
tions affecting his military character, which had been
preferred by the late Naval Commander in Chief on
the Lakes in Canada—an opportunity which he em-
braced with eagerness to justify his military reputation.

¢ However intent (said he) on the subject which so
¢ unexpectedly thus summons my attention, be assured
¢ I shall bear with me a lively recollection of the firm
* support I have derived from you, and I shall be gra-
¢ tified at an early period in representing personally to
¢ His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, the zeal and
¢ !oyalty evinced by every class of His Majesty’s Sub-
¢ jects in British North America during my Adminis-
¢ tr.ation, their attachment to his August Person and to
" his G?vernme11t, and most particularly the spirit and
; devotion manifested by the People of the Canadas, in

the late contest with the United States of America.’

~
LS
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Sir George Prevost accordingly departed from Que
bec on the third of April, for Encland by wayv of &5t
John’s (New-Bruuswick) over the wild and uninha-
bited couutry between the Saint Lawrence and the Ri-
ver St. John’s.  On the day of his departure he receiv-
ed farewell addresses from the citizens of Quebece and
Montreal, expressive of their satisfaction with his Ad-
ministration. He was succeeded by Siv Gordon Dram-
mond in the Government of liower-Canada, as Ad-
ministrator in Chiet; who arrived at Quebec on the
same day, a few hours after the Governor’s departure,
and assuined the Command..

T I'>~D.



POSTSCRIPT.

ft is dar to the public, and to the mentory of Sir
Georze Prevost, to give some statement of the pro-
cecdings, with respect to that officer, alier hisreturn
to Kasland, to account for his wmilitary conduct at
Plattsburgh, in September 1514, at the instance of Sir
James L. Yvo, commander of the Naval Forces on the
Lakes in Canada. Some time after his arrival at home,
e was induced, by the promulgation of the sentence
of a Naval Court Martial, assembled for the trial of
Capt. Pring and the officers under his command, for
the loss of the British Squadron on Lake Champlain
in Plattsburgh Bay, reflecting upon the conduct of the
Commander of the Lund Forces, to address a letter
on the subject to His Royal Highuess the Duke of York.
In this letter he strongly protested against the decision
of that Court Martial zo far as it related to himself, as
premature and unjust ; Ais conduct, and that of the
army under his commaund, not being properly the sub-
ject of their enguiry ; and because their opinion must
have principally velied upon the bare statement and
1ssertions of the parties whose conduct was in ¢uestion,
without sy other than v porte testimony. He com-
plained of the peculiar injustice of this prejudication
of his conduct, aggravated by the delay of his accuser
0 bring forward his accusations; and solicited tae
terposition of His Royal Highness with His Majexts’s
Governuieut, to compel him to produce his charges in
due fegal form, and proceed upon them, in order that
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an opportunity might be afforded him of vindicating
his character and conduct.

A copy of the charges (four in number) given in by
Sir James L. Yeo, in consequence of this remonstrance,
was, by the Adjutant General of the Forces, transmit-
ted from the Horse-Guards, on the 13th September, to
Sir George Prevost ; and to afford time for the arri-
val of the necessary witnesses from Canada, the mect-
ing of the General Court Martial was posponed till the
12th of January 1816. In the mean time, the health
of Sir George Prevost, naturally of a dclicate cast, and
impaired in the course of service, became seriously af-
fected from anxiety of mind, and the fatigue he had
experienced in his journey on foot over the uninhabited
country, covered with snow, between the Rivers Saint
Lawrence and Saint John’s; and on the 5th of Jan-
uary, he died in London, leaving a disconsolate family
to regret his loss, rendered doubly grievous by the
reflections to which his memory was exposed, {rom his
not having had an occasion of clearing up his conduct

at Plattsburgh.

Coalonel William Augustus Prevost, ansious for an
opportunity to retrieve the injured reputation of his
brother, from the obloquy which the want of an inves-
tigation of the charges preferred against Sir George
Prevost, previous to his decease, must have cast upon
his memory, in aletter addressed to His Royal High-
ncss the Commander in Chief, after stating in the
strongest light, the distressing situation in which the
family and relations of the deceased were placed, rc-
quested that an investigation of bis conduct might Lc
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ordered before a Court of Enquiry. A reference t
the Judge Advocate was made on the subject, whe
was of opinion, that such an enquiry, could not be pro
perly made; and indeed the objections to an investi
gation after the death of a party, in such an instanc
as the present, appear to be insurmountable ; the evi
deirce before a Court of Enquiry, not being taken o
oath, nor could any proceedings with a view to afforc
public satisfaction, have had the desired eflect, unles;
the Prosccutors (whose characters must also have beet
considered to acertain degree at stake) were allowed tc
come forward with the whole weight of their evidence

In consequence of this determination, Lady Prevos
addressed a letter to the Commander in Chief, repre-
senting to His Royal Highness in the most forcible
terms, the painful dilemma in which she was placed.—
She dwelt strongly upon the injustice sustained by the
memory of an injured oflicer, whose life had been devo-
ied to the service of his country, and whose exertions
in that service had been bonoured with the frequent
and uacualified approbation of his Sovereign and his
Country.—!onors, which, though the fruit of leng
and acknowledged services, were now in danger of he-
ing blasted by unproven and calumnious accusations.
She therefore solicited His Royal Highness to extend
his favour and protection to herself and family, and im-
plored him to commiserate their multiplied afflictions,
nd to endeavour to obtain from His Royal Highness,
the Prince Regent, a gracious consideration of their
claims for such marks of distinction as might be thought
due to the menory of the deceased.  His Royal High-
wess acknowlvdged the receipt of her Ladyship’s let-
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ter and assurcd her that he should be glad to do any
thing calculated to alleviate her distress, but declined
interfering with the Prince Regent on the sulject, be-
fore whom, he was of opinion, it could only be regu-
larly submitted by His Majesty’s Ministers.

Lady Prevost accordingiy drew up a memorial,
which, with a statement of the military occurrences at
Plattsburgh, she submitted to the Prince Regent
through the Ministers. His Royal Highness having
talien the same into consideration, was soon alterwards
graciously pleased, publicly te express the high sense
he entertained of the distingushed services of Sir
George Prevost, conferring at the same time, as a
mark of his approbation, additional armorial bearings
to the Arms of his Family.

The administration of the Civil Government of
Lower-Canada under Sir George Prevost, was mild,
equitable, and unquestionably popular among the en-
tire mass of the Canadian population, in whose loyalty
from the commencement, he placed the most impiicit
confidence. To their fidelity. and to the prudent and
conciliating policy of this Governor, Great-£iritain is
indebted for the preservation of the Canadas, unavoid-
ably left destitute of money and troops at the outset of
hostilities with America, by reason of the urgent de-
mands of the war in Spain.

The Provincial Legislature, by giving a currcncy to
Army Bills, and guaranteeing their I‘L"(!(‘IHPUOI.], ef-
fectually removed all apprehensions ot a deficiency
in the financial resources of the Colonial Government.
The organization of a respectable force 0{' Ewbodied
Militia, and the power delegated to the Governor, ©;
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turning out the whole of the effective male populatior
o the Province, in cases of emergency, enabled bim tc
withstand the efforts of the United States. during tw
sneeessive campaigns with scarcely any other resources
than those derived from the colony. They who hac
huen partial to the preceding administration, and who
probably may have been instramental in the arbitrary
measures with which it is reproaclied, were, as might
l:e expected, adverse to the policy of the present Go-
verior, and sparved no pains to represent in England
the affairs of the colony in the falsest colours. The
disappointments experienced at Sacket’s Harbour and
Plattsburgh, gave occasion to Lis enemics to discredit
his military character : but whatever nay have been
his capacity as a gencral, (which we leave to the judg-
ment of military men) it must be admitted that as a
Civil Govornor, at the head of a people irritated by
arbitrary measures under the preceding administration,
he judiciously explored his way through a period of
unprecedent. d embarrassmeuts and danger, without a
recurrence to Martial Law, or the least exertion of ar-
bitrary power. His manners are represented by those
who were familiarly acquainted with him as unassum-
ing and social.  His public speeches or addresses par-
took of even classical elegance. His smooth and easy
temper placed him beyond the ordinary passions of
men in power, and though aware of the intrigues of
unprincipled and implacable enemies labouring at his
destruction, and loaded with the obliquy of the press,
he is known to have harboured no resentment against
the former, and to have reasoned with that coolness
ond unconcern with respect to the latter, which can
only spring from a virtuous and ingenuous mind,
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Of this production we insert the following ¢ctract : the
remainder of it, being directed against individuals, is
suppressed :

ATOUS LES ELECTEURS DU BAS-CANADA.

Mes Compatriotes,

ES efforts que vousavez faits & la derniére Election n'ent pas été
inutiles.

La Chambre d'Assemblée a eu plus de force qu'elle n’en avoit
jamais eu. Le payement de la Lisre CiviLE y a €1€ proposé avec
suceds. Mais I'effet en a 616 terrible; car le Parlement a été cassé,
et vous allez voir des efforts incroyanles a la prochiine Election
pour (aire abandonner les Représentans en qui vous aviez conflance.
Tout va étre mis en ceuvre; toutes les Gazettes jusqu'a celie de
Québec, sont employées ; et on a encore mis nue nuuvelle sur pied
en Frangois. ‘Tous les gens en places et tous ceux qui veulent en
avoir sout en mouvemnent. Le coup a &té terrible pour eugx, ils
Pont senti jusque dans la woéle des os: mais quelque chase qu'il
fasseat, quelque chose que vous voyez, tencz feriue, et soutenez vos

Représentaus.

On croit le moment favorable. On espére vous épouvauter par
Ia Liste Civile, et que la promptitute avec laquelle vont se faire les
Electious, ue vous laissera pas le tems de Ia réilexion.

Vous n'avez pas de tems & perdre, allez vous informer au plus
vite & ceux en qui vous avez coufiance, et (aites vous expliquer
I'affaire.

Ou va vous précher le ménagement de votre hourse. on va crier
wx taxes. Kemarquez bien qui soot ceux qui préchent et qui
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crient ainsi: »i ce sonl eenx qui ont coutume de pailer de menage-
ment et de crier contre les taxes.

Ces personnes ne se sont pas récriées de voir angmeater les Dé-
penses Civiles tous les ans; elles ne se sout pas réeriées lorsqu'on a
proposé de mettre des tanes sur fes terres il y a quelques anuies,
Elles sc sont tonjours gardées jusqu'ici de vous parier de ces choses ;
elles jettoient les hruts eris ccs derniéres années, lorsqu’on pu-
blia un compte ponur vous donner counoissance des Dépeuses de la
Province.

Croycz que ce n’est pasle désir de ménager votre bourse qui lcs
agite si fort, mais que ¢’est bien plutdt le désir d"en avoir le ménage-
ment enx-mémes, et d'étre Jes maitres d’augmenter la dépense taut
qu’ils voudront,

En mil sept cent quatre-vingt quinze la premiére fois que Ies
comptes ont ét€ envoyés a la Chambre, 1a Dépense de la Proviuce
ne montoit gu'a dix neuf mille louis; en mi! huit cent, elle montoit
@ treate-deux mille louis; et en il huit eent sept, qui est la der-
nitre année dont on ait les comptes publiés, elle moutoit a qua-
rante-trois mille louis.

Hls vous diront: que vous imnporte que la dépense augmente, e
v’est pas vous qui la payez toute.

Hest vrai qu'il y a une petite partie que nous ne payons pas, el
gi'on se garde biew de nous faire payer, afin de pouvoir dire que
nous n'avons pas le droit de se miéler de Ja dépense,

E\Te\is quand la dépense sera une fois angmentée antant qu’il aure
plld aux gens en place, il faudra que quelqu'un soit chargzé de k
payer. Qu’est ce qui doit en étre chargé ala fin ?—La imére-patri
n'a poiut &tabli de frnd pour la payer; on tire ce qu’elle en pay
actuellement, de la caisse mifitaire ; cela ne pourra eontinuer tan!
«u’il ne s'agira que de Bagatelles; mais gnand les sommes seron:
dfevenlles considérables, on nous dira : If est raisonnable qu’une Pro
vinee flovissante comme cellc-ci, paye ses propre dépenses ; la mére
patric est assez chargée des (rais des guerres gn'elle a en a souteni
pour 1a protection de Iempire ; et ccla sera raisonnable.
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i sera tems alors, disent les gens en places, de régler la dpense
et onaura le néme droit gqu’a présent.— Mais quand la dépense sera
trois ou quatre fois plus grande; il y aura trois on quatre {vis autant
de gens en places, qni anront trois ou quatre fois autant d'inllucnce
ct d= puissance, et qui cricront troison quatre fuis autant ; et si ac-
tuelleraent on a déja tant de peine & sen délenre, comment
pourra-t-on le faire alors ? Faut-il attendre qu’ils se soirnt enti¢re-
ment emparé de la piace, et qu'il soit immpossible de résister ?

Hs vont vous exagirer les sommes qu'il fandroit payer, afin de
vons éponvanter; les uns disent, il faut anzinenter de Vingr-cing
MILLE Lovis, d'autre de @ araNrE MILLE; on disoit avant hier ail
Greffe que e’etoit vingt-cing mille, avjourd'hui on dit que c'est
quaraite mille. £'il [ulloit se régler sur leur appetit, la somme
seroit effectivement cou-idiralile ; mais ce n'est prs Ja-dessus que
la Chambre d’.Assembiée se reglera, & moins qie le nom"re des
geus & places qui y seront, ne 'einporte.

La somme & payer suivant les dernicrs comptes qui ont 6t pu-
bliés, sernit de SEIZE MILLE louis. De ccs scize aulle lonis,
onze mille seroient payes par I'acte des prisons en le continuant,
et il ne resteroit plus q'te cing milles loais—une couple de cheling
sur le vin de Maddre et le vin de Porte et quelgnes sols sur le sucre
blane produiroient huit wille louis, ce qui seroit une somme plus
que suffisante, &e. &e. &¢.

B.
Gocaraor CRAIGs PROCL.AMAITION.

Whereas divers wiched, seditious and treasonable
writings have been printed, published and dispersed in
this Province, with the care and government of which
1 am cutrasted ; and whercas such writings have been
cxpressly calculated to mislead His Majest_y’s g?od
Subjects, to impress their minds with (Ixstl'Pst andJe:}-
lousy of his Majesty’s Government, to alienate their
affections from His Majesty’s Person, and to bring inte
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contempt and vilify the Administraticn of Justice, and
of the Government of tlie Country; and whereas, in
the prosecution of these wicked and traitorous pur-
poses, their authors and abettors have not scrupled
audaciously to advance the most gross and daring
falsehoods, whilst the industry that bas been employed,
in dispersing and disseminating them at a very great
expense, but the scource of which is not known, strong-
iy evinces the perseverance and implacability with
which it is intended that these purposes should be pur-
sued ; and whereas, consistently with that duty, which
I owe to his Majesty, and that aflection and regard
with which 1 view the welfare and prosperity of the
fukabitants of this Colony, it was impossible for me
any longer to disregard or suffer practices so directly
tending to subvert the Government of the former, and
to destroy the happiness of the latter, I do therefore,
Lereby announce, with the advice and concurrence of
His Majesty’s Executive Council, that with the same
advice and concurrence measures have been adopted,
and that due information having been given to Three
of His Majesty’s said Executive Counsellors, Warrants
as by Law authorised, have been issued under which
some of the authors, printers and publishers of the
writings aforesaid have been apprehended and secured.

Deeply impressed with a desire to promote, in all
vespects, the welfare and happiness of the most beue-
volent and best of Sovereigns, whose faithful servant |}
have been for nearly «s long a period as the oldeut
inbabitant has been his subject, aud whose highest
displeasure I should incur, if T made any other than
that banpiness and weliire the rule of 10v condudt, it
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would indeed be with a very sincere concern, that I
should find reason to believe that the arts of these fac-
tious and designing men had produced any effect, and
that doubts and jealousies should have found their way,
and have established themselves in the minds of delu-
ded Persons.

To these, if any such there be, and indeed to the
public in general, I would recall the history of the
whole period during which they have been under His
Majesty’s Government. Let them remember the state
they were in when they became British Subjects ; and
let them bear in their recollection the progressive ad-
vances they have made to the wealth, happiness, secu-
rity and unbounded liberty which they now enjoy.—
During fifty years that they have been under the En-
glish dominion, has one act of oppression—has one in-
stance of arbitrary imprisonment—or of violution o
property, occurred? Have you in any one instance,
or under any one circumstance, been disturbed in the
free and uncontroulled enjoyment of your Religion—
and lastly, while all Europe has been deluzed in blood,
and while various of his Majesty’s other colonies and
possessions have at times experienced the horrors of
war, and some even under the vicissitudes of that state,
have undergone a deprivation of the inestimable hap-
piness of living under British Laws and British Go-
vernment, by becoming a prey to teinporary conquest,
have you not cnjoyed the most perfect sccurity and
tranquility under the powerful protection of that samc
government, whose fostering and paternal care ha:
been equally employed in promoting your interna

welfare.
19%
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What then can be the means used by these evil dis-
posed and wicked persons by which they can hope to
bring about their traitorous and ambitious designs—
by what arguments can they expect that a people, in
the enjoyment of every blessing that can contribute to
Lappiness in this world, shall renounce that happiness,
to embrace their views? By what arguinent can they
expect that a brave and loyal people, hitherto impres-
sed with the warmest and sincerest attachment to the
Irest of Kings, whose whole reign has becn one series
of beuefits bestowed on them, shall abandon that loy-
alty and become monsters of ingratitude, fit to be held
up to the detestation of the world, to promote their
projects? It is true, the most base and diabolical false-
hoods are industriously promulgated and disseminat-
ed. Iu one part, it is announced as my intention to
+mbody and make soldiers of you, and that having
applied to the late House of Representatives to ena-
ble me to assemble twelve thousand of you for that
purpose, and they having declined to do so, I had
therefore dissolved them. This is not only direct-
ly false, such an idea never having entered into my
mind, nor the slizhtest mention having ever been made
of it; but it is doubly wicked and atrocious, because
it has been advanced by persons, who must have been
:upposed to speak with certainty on the subject, and
was therefore the more calculated to impose upon you.
In another part you are told that I wanted to tax your
Jands, and that the late House of Assembly would con-
-ent only to tax wine, and upon that account, I had
dissolved the House. Inhabitants of St. Denis! this
is also directly false; I never had the most distant idea
of taxing you at all; such had never even been for a
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moment the subj:ct of my deliberaticns, and when tle
late House offercd to pay the Civil List, I could nct
liave taken any step in a matter of such importance
without the King’s instructions, and thercfore it was still
long before we came to the considcration of how it
was to be paid. In truth not one word was cver to
my knowledge mentioned on the subject.

In other parts, despairing of producing instances
from what I have done, recourse is had to what 1 intend
to do, and it is boldly told you, that I mean to oppress
you. Base and daring fabricators of falsehood, on
what part or what act of my life, do you found such
an assertion 7 What do you know of me or ol my in-
tentions ¢ Canadians, a<k of those to whom you formes-
ly looked with attention and respect, ask the heads of
your church who have opportunities of knowing me ;
these are men of honor and knowledge, these are men
from whom you ought to seek for information and ad-
vice ; the leaders of faction, the demagogues of a par-
ty, associate not with me ; they cannot know me.

For what purpose should I oppress you? Is it to
serve the King ? Will that Monarch, who during fifty
years has never issued one order that had you for its
object, that was not for your benefit and happiness—
will he now, beloved, honored, adored by his subjects,
covered with glory, descending into the vale of years,
accompanied with the prayers and blessings of a gratc-
ful people, will he, contrary to the tenor of a whole life
of honor and virtue, now give orders to his Servants to
oppress his Canadians Subjects ? It is impossible that
you can for a moment believe it.  You will spurn from
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vont wath jort indignation, the miscreant whe will sug-

"

gextsuch a thought to you.

Is it for wysclf, then, that I should eppress you?
fror what should 1 oppress you 7 Is it frowm ambition?
What can you give me? Is it for power? Alas! my
good fiiends ! with a life ebbing not stowly to its period,
nnder tie precure of disease acquired in the service
of my country, I look only to pass, what it may please
Cod to sufier to remain of it, in the comfort of retire-
went among my friends. I remain among you only
in obedience to the commands of my King., What
vower can I wish for? Isit then for wealth that1 would
aopress vou? Enquire of those who know me, whe-
Gier T regard sealth ¢ I never did, when I could enjoy
it: it is now of no use to me; to the value of your
Country laid at my feet, I would prefer the conscious-
ness of having, in asingle instance, contributed to your
happiness and prosperity.

These personal allusions to myself—These detais,
in any other case, might be unbecoming, and beneath
me; but nothing caun be unbecoming or beneath me,
that can tend to save you from the gulf of Crime and
Calamity, into which guilty men would plunge you.

It is now my duty more particularly to advert to the
intent and purpose for which this Proclamation is is-
sued; | do, therefore, by and with the advice of His
Majesty’s Executive Council, hereby warn, and ear-
nestly exhort all his Majesty’s Subjects, to be on their
guard against, and to be cautious how they listen to
the artful suggestions of designing and wicked men,
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who, by the spreading of false reports, and by seditious
and traitorous writings, ascribe to His Mgjesty’s Go-
verament evil and malevolent purpoescs, seeking only
thereby to alienate their affections, and lead them in-
to acts of Treason and Rebellion, calling upon all well
disposed Persons, and particularly upon all Curates
and Ministers of God’s Holy Religion, to use their
best endeavors to prevent the evil cflects of such in-
cendiary and traitorous designs, to undeceive, to =t
right, such as may have beea misled by them, and to
inculcate in all, the true priuciples of loyalty to the
‘King and obedicnce to the Laws.

And I do hercby further stiictly charge and com-
mand all Magistrates, in and threughout this Province,
all Captains of Militia, Peace Officers and others, His
Majesty’s good Subjects, that they do severally make
diligent enquiry and scarch, to discover as well the au-
thors as the publishers of all such wicked, seditious and
traitorous writings as aforesaid, and of false news in
any way derogatory to his Majesty’s Government, or
in any manner tending to inflame the Pablic Mind, and
to disturb the public peace and tranquility ; to the end,
that by a vigorous execution of the laws, all offenders
in the premises may be brought to such punishmeut as
inay deter all persons from the practice of any acts
whatever which may in any way aflect the safety, peace
or happiness of his Majesty's Loyal and faithful Sul-
Jects in this province.

Given underimy harnd and Seal at Ayms,at the Castle ol Suint Lewis
in the City of Quebee, inthe said Proviace of Lower (‘Auun.m\
this 21st day of March, in the year of our Looit 519, and in the
Fisddeth Year of Hic Malesty’s Reign,

J I CRAIG, Goverr v,
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C.
General HULL’S Invading PROCLAAMATION.

InnaBITANTS OF CANADA!

After thirty years of peace and prosperity the Uni-
ted States have been driven to arms.  The injuries and
aggravations, the insults and indignities of Great-
Britain, have once more left them no alternative but
manly resistance or unconditional submission,

The army under my command, has invaded your
country, and the standard of Union now waves over
the Territory of Canada. To the peaceable un offend-
ing inhabitant, it brings neither danger nor difficulty.
I come to find enemies not to make them. I come to.
protect, nct to injure you.

Separated by an immense Ocean, and an extensive
Wilderness from Great-Britain, you have no partici-
pation in her councils, nor in her conduct. You have
felt her tyranny, you have seen her injustice, but 1 do
not ask you to avenge the one or redress the other.
The United States are sufficiently powerful to afford
you every security, consistent with their rights, and
your expectations. I tender you the invaluable bless-
ings of Civil, Political, and Religious Liberty, and
their necessary resuit, individual and general prospe-
rity—that Liberty which gave decision to our coun-
eils and energy to our conduct in our struggle for in-
dependence, and which conducted us safely and trium-
phantly throuzh the stormy period of the Revolution.
Thet Liberty which has raised us to as elevated rank
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among the Nations of the world, and which has afford-
ed us a greater mcasure of Pcace and Security, of
Wealth and Improvement, than ever fell to tlic lot of
any people.

In the name of my Country, and by the authority of
my Government, 1 promise protection to your persons,
property and rights. Remain at your howes—i’ursue
your peaceful and customary avocations—Raise nct
your hands against your brethren—Many of your fa-
thers fought for the freedom and independence we now
enjoy. Being children, therefore, of the same family
with us, and heirs to the same heritage, the arrival of
an army of friends must be hailed by you with a cor-
dial welcome. Ycu will be emancipated from tyranny

and oppression, and restored to the dignified station of
free men.

Had T any doubt of eventual success, I micht a:k
your assistance, but I do not. 1 come prepared for
every contingency. I have a force whichwill lovk down
all opposition, and that force is but the vanguard of a
much greater. If, contrary to your own interest, and
the just expectation of my country, you will be consi-
dered and treated as enemies, the hoirors and calami-
ties of war will stalk before you.;

Ifthe barbarous and savage poiicy of Great-Britain
be pursued, and the savages are let loose to murder our
citizens, and butcher our women and children, this war
will be a war of extermination.

The first stroke of the tomahawk, the first attempt
with the scalping knite, will be the signal of one in-
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discriminate scene of desolation. MNo white man found
Jizhting by the side of an Indian will be taken prisoner!
Instant destruction will be hus lot.  If the dictates of rea-
son, duty, justice and humanity cannot prevent the
employment of a force which respects no rights, and
knows no wrong, it will be prevented by a severe and
velentless system of retaliation.

I doubt not your courage and firmness : I will not
doubt your attachment to liberty. If you tender your
services voluntarily, they will be accepted readily.

The United States offer you peace, liberty and se-
curity. Your choice lies between these and war, sla-
very and destruction. Choose then, but choose wisely ;
and may he, who knows the justice of our cause, and
who holds in his hands the fate of nations, guide you
to a result the most compatible with your rights and
interest, your peace and prosperity.

W. HULL.

By the General, A. F. HULL,

Capt. 13th Regt. U. S. Infantry, and Aid-de-Camp.
Head-Quarters, Sandwich, July 12, 1812.
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D.
General SMYTH's PROCLAMATION,

Previous to his intended invasion, will give the reader
some idea of this gasconading General.

GENERAL SMYTH
To the Soldiers of the Army of the Centre.
CompantoNs 1v Arwms !

The time is at hand when you will cross the
streams of Niagara to conquer Canada, and to secure
the peace of the American Frontier.

You will enter a country that is to be one of the
United States. You will .arrive among a people who
are to become your fellow citizens. It is not against
them that we come to make war. It is against that
Government which holds them as vassals.

You will make this war as little as possible distressful
to the Canadian population. If they are peaceable,
they are to be secure in their persons ; and in their
property, as far as our impertous necessities will allow.

Private plundering is absolutely forbidden. Any
soldier who quits his rank to plunder on the field of
battle, will be punished in the most exemplary manner.

But your just rights as soldiers will be maintained ;
whatever is booty by the usages of war, you shall have.
All horses belonging to the artillery and cavalry ; all
waggons and teams in public service, will be. sold
for the benefit of the captors. Public stores will be

20
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secure for the service of the United States. The Go-
vernment will, with justice, pay you the value.

The horses drawing the Light Artillery of the ene-
my, are wanted for the service of the United States.
I will order TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS for each,
to be paid the party who may take them. I will also
order FORTY DOLLARS to be paid for the arms
and spoils of each savage warrior, who shall be killed.

Soldiers! You are amply provided for war. You
are superior in number to the enemy. Your personal
strength and activity are greater. Your weapons are
fonger. The regular soidiers of the enemy are gene-
rally old men, whose best years have been spent in the
sickly climate of the West-Indies. They will not be
able to stand before you—you, who charge with the
bayonet. You have seen Indians, such as those hired by
the British to murder women and children, and kill and
scalp the wounded. You have seen their dances and
grimaces, and heard their yells. Can you fear THEM !
No, You hold them in the utmost contempt.

VoLuNTEERS,

Disloyal and traitorous men have endeavoured to
dissuade you from your duty. Some times they say,
if you enter Canada, you will be held to service for five
years. At others, they say, that you will not be fur-
nished with supplies. At other times, they say, that if
you are wounded, the Government will not provide
for you by pensions. The just and generous course
pursued by government towards the Voluateers who
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fought at Tippecanoe, furnishes an answer to the
last objection. The others are too absurd to deserve
any.

Volunteers! I esteem your generous and patriotic
motives. You have made sacrifices on the altar of your
-country. You will not suffer the enemies of your fame
to mislead you from the path of duty and honor, and
deprive you of the esteem of a grateful country. You
will shun the eternal infamy that awaits the man, who
baving come within sight of the enemy, basely shrinks
.in the moment of trial.

Soldiers of every Corps! Tt is in your power to re-
trieve the honor of your country and to eover your-
selves with glory. Every man who performs a gallant
action shall have his name made knewn to the nation.
Rewards and honors await the brave. Infamy and
<ontempt are reserved for cowards. Companions in
Arms ! You came to ‘vanquish a valiant foe, I know
‘the choice you will make. Come on, my heroes! And
‘when you attack the enemy’s batteries let your rallying
word be, * The.Cannon lost at Detroit or Death.”

ALEXANDER SMYTH,
Brigadier General Commanding.
“Camp near Buffalo, 17th Nov. 1812
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