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~IE~IORANDA . 
... ' 

With a population equal to that of Scotland lof the license, "That the Co~pany sha.ll sur­
when as an independent nation, she defied render to the Crown such portIOns of the ter­
England in her might; equal to that of the ritory now claimed by it unde~' the Charter 63 

United States of America when they spurned may be available to and reqUIred by Canada. 
the tyrannical acts of a despotic power, pro- for pur poses of settlement." 
claimed their independence, and took their Thus although -'Ir. Labouchere does not pro­
stand among the nations of the world; equal pose to discuss the validity of the charter, 
to that of Belgium, when she became a king- nevertheless he has decided [!tat it is valid. 
dom i-Canada is subjected to the insults of a Unless it is so, the Hudson's Bay Company own 
Colonial Secretary, whose dispatches recently no territories, and they cannot be called upon 
laid before the Legislature of this country, to surrender tlaat which they do not possess. 
openly and distinctly avow that the profits. of Should Canada prove so false to herself, so 
some two hundred fur-traders ot the city blind to her interests as to yield assent to this 
of London ar~ ~ecmed of more .Importance artful and designing proposition of the Hud­
tha.n those ~rInclples of comm~rclal f~eed?m lon's Bay Company, she will have placed that 
which ~h:y vlOlate-th:u!- those rights, .libertles Company in a position which it has never yet ac­
and pnvileges of a Bfltlsh people wh~ch tI~ey quired; Canada would thereby recognize claims 
outrage; and worthy of more c~nslder~tlon aad rights in the Hudson's Bay Company which 
than tbe progress and welf<Lre of thiS Provlllc~. have never existed, and which her trad~rs, du­
Mr. Labouchere seeks to perpetuate upon thiS ring haifa century after the year 1763 had not 
continent an odious monopoly, the er..tire fa- beard of. ' 
bric of wh~ch .. has been built u~on utterly Should Canada ield assent to the propo-
talse and tiCtltlOUS grounds, without one .. y I I h' h' '11 

h d f l·t· I .. t· f the sltJon, she would make that ega w IC IS I e-
e a 1).'11" 0 rea I y III aw or III JUs Ice or. <Tal now and she would de rive herself of 
exercise of those acts of control heretofore lll- ". ' . P db h· h 
d I d · d h· hi· d t be fights whIch cannot be controverte , ut w IC u ge III an 'II" IC are now c alme 0 . Ii '11 . d ". ht " If carelessly surrendered or ung away, WI 
contl~ue .as n~ ~. , enable the Hudson's Bay Company to ask com-

.It IS thiS C?nVlctlOn tnat urges us to sub- pensation from Canada for yielding. up to her 
mit the folIowlllg arguments and statements to lanris and territories which in fact are 
the Canadian public, in ord.er to ~h~w that the portions of that Canada which' was pur~hased 
~udson's Bay Company, while .cla~mlDg author- by British blood for Britain's Crown, not for the 
Ity under an old charter lllv~lid III la\~, have Hudson's Bay Cumpany. 
only exercised a monopoly In trade since. the The Attorney General and the Solicitor Gen­
year 1821, and that thiS trade so monopo\J~ed eral of England, in a letter dated Lincoln's Inn, 
was first ope~ed out and successfully carned July, 1857, give their opinion to ~Ir. Labouch­
on by Canadian Traders, long ~efore the Hud- ere, and say; "That the question of the valid­
son's Bay C.ompany had en~ercd Illto that co~n- ity and construction of the Hudson's Bay Com­
try t;Jow claimed by them eIther under chal ter pany's Charter cannot be considered apart from 
or license of exclUSive trade. e enjoyment that has been harl under it during 

" I do not propose to discnss the question of nearly two centuries, an,[ the recognition made 
the validity of the claims of the Company in of the rir;hts of the Compa<lY in various acts,bot/! 
virtne of tlleir charter over the whole territory of the Government and the Legislature." 
known as Rupert's Land."-(Di~patch of Mr. This opinion involves the admission that of 
Labouchere tu Sir E. W. Head, dated 2~nd i itself the charter is invalid, and it assumes that 
Jan. 1858.) a recognition by acts of the Legislature has 

The under-Secrptary, Mr. ~Ierivale, in his let- cured its illegality. The acts referred to are 
ter to :'Ilr. Shephel',I, the Governor of the Hnll- 6th Ann, ch. 37; 14th Geo. III, ch. 83 ; 1st & 
son's Bay Company, dated 20th Jan. 1.~:;R, s~ys 2.nd Geo. IV., cb: 61;. The last one created the 
that Mr. Lahillll~here is disposed to "arivl:3E'; license of exclusIve trade. In each of them al­
Her ~\:1jesty to renew the existing lil'ense of l·luSion is incidentally m~de to the lands, grant­
I'xclusive trade for a further period of 21 years, ed to adventurers ~radlng. a.t Hud~on.~ Bay. 
and adds thll.t !\Ir. Labouchere is prepared to I ~o .one. of the ae.ts gives valid.lty to the Charter, 
propose to Canada and to the Hud30n's Bay i WhICh lB. left as It stood prevIOus to these a('t~, 
Company :IS ~ furt\1Pr ('onrlition for th<> rrnewlI.I i lI.nd entlfl~ly unaffp('t('fl hy Rny or all of tbem. 
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Had anyone of these acts confirmed or rati­
fied the Charter, there would have been no 
necessity for setting up a prescriptive title; 
the very fact of doing so involves the ad­
mission, likewise, that the acts referred to by 
those learned gentlemen are not sufficient to 
give validity to the Charter. 

When false premises are given in order to 
draw deductions favourable to theCompany,and 
adverse to Canada, the friends of Canada will 
assert it,and the public will believe it, that the 
Hudson's Bay Company are the clients of those 
gentlemen whose opinion has been thus laid up 
in the archives of tha Colonial Office, by Mr. 
Labouchere, the impartial Chairman of the 
Hudson's B,ty Company Committee. Had 
those l6'arned gentlemen-lIlr. Attorney General 
Bethel, and Mr. Solicitor General Keating-stat­
ed that the claims set up by the Hudson's Bay 
Company hit'/. not been excrciscd during a period 
of two centuries from the date of the charter, 
then they WQuid have stated something of his­
torical facts. 

The fur trade is coeval with the history of 
Canada. In the year 1626, Louis XIII. of 
France gmnted a charter to a company f0rmed 
in Quebec for the purpose of trading through­
out Canada, called "La Compagnie de la 
Nouvelle France." Canada, as described in this 
Charter, extended from lhe Atlantic shores to 
the Arctic circle, and to the westw.trd beyond 
Lake Superior its limits were undefined. 

That Company continued to trade throughout 
the whole of what is now British North Amer­
ica, up to the year 17,)3, when Canada was 
ceded to the British Crown. 

Hudson's Straits, and Hudson's Bay had 
however, been ceded to Britain by the treat; 
of Utrecht, in 1114, and in accordance with 
this treaty, "Ua Compagnie de la Nou velie 
France" were permitted to withdraw their forts 
establishments, munitions of war and merchan~ 
dize from the shores of the bay. 

They withdrew, accordingly, to about sixty 
miles inland, and continued to C:11'ry on their 
trade at about that distance from the shores of 
the bay, communicating with their forts not by 
the bay, but the lakes to the west, and by the 
chain of rivers and lakes to Montreal and the 
Atlantic. 

tensive trade along its coasts in open defiance 
and contempt of the preposterous claims of the 
Hudson's Bay Company. In the year 1783 a 
number of these iniependent traders formed an 
union of interests, and organized themselves as 
the" North West Company" of Montreal. 

The magnitude of the operations of this Com­
pany was enormous. It carried on a most ex­
tensive and lucrative trade, making Montreal 
the great centre and depot of that trade. They 
traversed Canada in every direction, not only 
from Montreal to Hudson's Bay; but with their 
fleets of boats and canoes crossing the contin­
ent through a connected chain of lakes and 
rivers from Montreal to Puget's Sound, and to 
t'le Russian possessions within the Arctic circle j 
laden with goods for the Indians and returning 
with furs for Europe. On every water-course, 
in every mountain gorge, on every plain, in 
every forest, between Atlantic and Pacific 
shores, and the coasts of Arctic seas,-did the 
servants of this Company appear bartering the 
varied necessaries of life, and the products of 
European looms, the scarlet cloth, the flaunt­
ing print and ribbon, the tinselled ornament, 
the fI:lshing gew-gaw so attractive to barbaric 
life, for the rich furs of the north, destined in 
their turn to minister no less to the vanity of 
those who dwell in the countries of civiliza­
tion. 

From a work entitled" McKenzie's Voyaa-es " 
published in 1801, we learn something of the 
trade which was carried on by the North West 
Company in the earlier period of its existence. 
fn two or three years after the formation of 
that. Company, the annual value of the trade 
had reached $600,000, and it continued yearly 
to increase its dividends until the year 1816, 
when the Hudson's Bay Company had enterep 
the field, and resorted to violence. 5000 Cana­
dian~ fonnd employment in the service of the 
North West Company, and the wealth tha. 
Company realized was freely flung back to cir­
culate in Canada, amid the varied industrial 
pnrsuits of life which a trade like this had call­
ed into action. 

The ;.J'orth West Company had pioneered the 
way in e"ery instance. The Hudson's Bay 
Company have but feebly though selfishly trod­
den in the steps of those Canadian merchants. 

Thus the charter of Louis the 13th dates 44 In.the year 1821, the N~rth W.est Company 
years anterior to the pretended charter of W11.S Induced to form an ulllon of mterests with 
Charl·s the Second, and 137 ye11.rs prior to the the Hudson's Bay Company of London. From 
conquest of Canada. The articles of capitula- t,hat hour Canadian interests in the North West 
tion guaranteed to the Canadian people the were sought to be crushed out j and tlte reven­
continued exercise of the trade then being co.r- ues arising to Canadafrom that trade altogether 
ried on by the traders of Canada. Immediate- ceased. The selfish policy of the Hudson's 
ly a.fter the conquest, numerous Canadian mer- Bay Company was to keep the trade a secret 
chants of British origin followed in the foot- and thereby to monopolize it. 
steps of the French traders, and traded not In the year 1821, a license of exclusive trade 
only to the westwar~ of the g;eat lakes,· was procured from the Imperial Government 
but they also entered mto Hudson s Bay, and lover certain territories and th' l' . 
exercising the . h t' bt f B .. hi' . ts lcense was tn 
. • In. eren ng s 0 ~ltlS sub- I fact tlte origin of the exercise of exclusive claims 
J('ct3, blltH ('stn1:>ltshm('nts and carried an ex- ff) mOl1op()(y. Until that year, they did not 



exercise those pretended rights they now 
claim in virtue of the Charter of Charles the 
Second. 

In that year the trade of the North-West ceas­
ed to belong to Canada. The route of transit 
was changed. Time, and the wealth, and pow­
er, and influence of the Hudson's Bay Company 
has, as it were, obliterated from the mind of 
Canadians, that a North-West Company had 
ever existed, or that such a trade had ever 
been. 

Aided by the wonderful improvements and 
facilities in transport, both in navigation and 
land carriage undreamed of by those enterprising 
Canadian traders of times past, let us now re­
vive that trade, and exercise those rigllts wlJich 
they enjoyed during half a century subsequent 
to the conquest of this country. 

To carryon their trade the ~ orth-West Com· 
pany had chains of trading posts at various 
distances apart, extending from Montreal along 
the shores of the great lakes to the head of 
Lake Superior. Also they had chains of posts 
from Montreal to Hudson's Bay j and likewise 
chains of posts and forts along the Ottawa to 
Lake Nipissising and to Lake Huron, and thence 
to the head of Lake Superior. The two latter 
were canoe routes, the first a batteau route. 

Michipicoton, at the North Eastern extremity 
of Lake Superior, was the depot for the Hudson's 
Bay trade. The river connects the Lake and that 
Bay. Fort William, at the Western exhcmity 
of Lake Superior, was the grand depot for the 
trade of the West. 

To lay down the yearly supply of goods at 
Fort William, cost the Company £30,000. 

The same quantity of goods might now be 
laid down there for £250. A steamer could 
now take them from Toronto, or from Montreal. 
Notwithstanding this enormous expenditure­
£30,000-the profits of tbe Company were im­
mense. Tbeir trade was confined to tbe skins of 
wild animals. A greater traffic than tbat Com­
pany enjoyed, is open to the Canadian mer­
chants of tbe present day. Enterprise will 
grasp it, and give an almost unlimited extent 
to Canadian commerce and to Canadian trade. 

veys and explorations made in 1851, 1852, 1853 
and 1854, as regards the conntry between Lake 
Superior and the Red River Valley, corroborate 
the former information prepared for the North 
West Company. 

There are several points besides those used 
by the North West Company whence good 
rOftds may be constructed to navigable waters, 
affording an excellent navigation to the Red 
River settlement. This navigation is inter­
rupted by various portages, none of which are 
of any great extent, nor is there a single ~ne 
over which a loaded batteau cannot be trans­
ported with ease. 

There' are long reaclles of water communica­
tion capable of taking large steamers, the water 
being deep and free from obstructions. 'l'he 
uistauce in which steamE'rs might even now be 
used varies from 10, 25, 60, and 150 miles. 

Taking tile Red River settlement as a centre 
of operations, a good communication may be 
had partly by water and putty by land, from 
('ither of two points upon Lake Superior, and 
the distance be about 380 miles, though the 
canoe route now travelled is about 683 miles. 

From the Red RiYer is an uninterrupted na­
vigation dirfet to the vallpy of tbe Saskatche­
wan, and but fur a trifling obstruction in 
the ri ver of that name, steam navigation can be 
carried on from the Red River, for a distance 
of 1800 miles iuto the interior, to localities where 
goods now do nut reach, coming via Hudson's 
Bay, until the second year after leaving Eng­
land. 

The advantages of the old route through 
Lake Superior, are so immeasurably greater, 
tbat the Hudson's Bay Company could only 
compete for the trade by using the route pro­
posed. 

Goods can be laid down at the Red River 
Settlement, Vill Lake Superior, by the Iilonth of 
June. By tbe Hudson's Bay route goods can­
not be laid dowu at the same point before the 
month of October. Goods can likewise be laid 
down on tbe shores of H'lflson's Bay, via Lake 
1'lllperior, by the month of June. They cannot 
be laid dow!] there by the Hudson's Bay route 
before tbe month of September. 

The North West Company had in their em­
ployment the most scientific men that could be Hudson's straits leading into Hudson's Bay, 
engaged, among whom was the late David are frNillently blocked with ice until the month 
Thompson, Esq. These bave surveyed and ex- ot Aug'l:lt, and the Company's ships do not 
plored the whole country from the Eastern le.we England fur Hudson's Bay until the month 
shores of Lake Superior to those of the Pacific of J'llle, so that goods could be sent from Eng­
Ocean, and northward to the Arct.ic Seas. \Ve land and lander! on tbe shores of the Hudson's 
have the benefit of these pxploratlOns and sur- Bay, virL the St. Lawrence route, bef'lre the 
veys made and continu~d from the year 1790 up goods for the Hildson's Btty Company could 
to the year 1821. These bave never yet been pub- even l('a \'e Englaud. 
lished, but there are in existence topog'CIl.plli- Thp Americitns are now 0pt'ning a trade with 
cal surveys of every route from the head of Lake the Red River Settlement, and have construct­
Superior to the westward and to the Paci.fic ed roads and built bridges over the rivers and 
shores, with all tbe portages, levels and dls- swamps, in order to afford facilities for traffic, 
tances, accurately and correctly taken. and thereby r~allse the trade to enter at St. 

More rpcent geological rescarchps, anrl gllr- Paul"s. 



The distance trlwelled from the Red River 
Settlement to that point, is between 600, and 
700 miles. 

The traffic is carried on by means of carts j 
each cart carries about 700 pounds weight, and 
the charge for transport is from $45 to $49: 
the time occupied in the transport is from 20 to 
30 davs. The route being intersected by 
lakes ;'nd rivers, over which the carts, the 
goods, and the merchandise must be ferried, 
and the cattle swam across, involves not only 
time but the labour aud assistance of many 
men. 

Upwards of 500 carts went from the Red 
River to St. Paul's the last year and carried 
$180,000 worth of furs. 

G 

The goods taken in exchange would in all 
probability average about the same value, but 
be of much greater weight, and con seq uently 
cost more in the transport than the furs. 

Besides there is the duty paid on the furs, 
anrl. also a duty paid upon the articles carried 
back. This hitherto has been exacted by the 
Hudson's Bay Com[Jany, but is perhaps now not 
paid by importers. 

Thus it is shown that notwithstandillg the 
difficulties of transport a large trade has sprung 
into existPnce, although it is but ('onfined to 
the fur trade, and is still in its infancy. 

Against the 701) miles of land carriage we 
offer 380 miles of water na\"ig,ttion, interrupted, 
it is true, by short land c:uriage occasionally; 
and perhaps by a road from the lake of the 
Woods to the P.PII River, if we do not nsp the 
Reed Grass or the Ral ri"crs, which ronneci the 
Lake of the Woorl.~ i111'i Red RiIJer. Thr,;e rOllte, 
were sometimes used by the old N orlh West Com­
pany. 

Even tho.lgh ,,-e should confine oursplves to 
the transpurt. h." halt,~aIlX, we would posse.'" a 
decided advantage over tile .~merican route. 

A battl'au wOllld easily carry" tons, and 5 
men would man her and transport her cargo 
from the shores of lake Superior to the Red 
River in the space of 15 U:ly~. If with favour­
able weather, it could be accomplished iu mllch 
less time, for on the long reaches of water 
which the chain of lakes and rivers afford, with 
a good breeze a batteau will make 100 miles 
a day; in fact the di3tance might be done in 
7 day s, or less. 

The cost, then, of transport-say wages to men 
$20 per month, which are high wages-voya­
geurs may be had very readily at $15 per month; 
5 men 15 days at the rate of $20 per month 
would be $50. The cost, then, of transporting 
five tons would be but S50 j this without the 
aid of st"lam on the water or horse power to 
haul across th~ porlages. As these improve­
ments would be introduced, the cost would be 
less. 

To transport five ton9 by the carts to St. 
Palll's reqnire!! 16 carts besirit's men and cattle, 

which at present rate-$45 per cnrt- woulfi 
cost $720, against the $50 by our route. 

When facilities for the transport of merchan­
dise to the Red River are afforded, the trade 
and traffic on the route will increase at a com­
pound ratio, for with it will advance immigra­
tion and all those industrial pursuits which 
are incidental to the opening np a new and 
progressive country. 

This route re-opened-by which the old French 
traders, and their British Canadian snccessors, 
and the North West Companyentere.i into, and 
traded throughout the North West territories, 
lUI/I{ before the Hudson's Bay Company attempted 
to do so, or advance their preposterous and anti­
British claims to exclusive monopoly-other 
traders and trading companies will be induced 
to follow and participate in the trade of the 
country j their only rivalry a fair and honest 
cow[Jelition, which doubly blesses. It blesses 
him who gives and him who receives. It is a 
creatin c),arity which brings forth a thousand­
fold. It converts the wilderness into smiling 
lidds and ha[Jpy homes of an industrious and 
enterprising population, and gives to millions 
employment for ages. Exclusive trade is a 
hlighting curse, the most iron of all despotisms, 
because a despotism without personality or 
conscience j a trading monopoly, whose frUIts 
as it were perish in their selfish enjoyment. 
By it no fields are won to bless the labours of 
mankind. 

The Hudson's Bay Company are deriving 
immense emoluments from their trade with that 
country-a trade which emphatically belongs 
t , Canada, and which until the year 1821, was 
enjoyed by the merchants of Canada j from the 
time that the flag of France first waved over 
her, when that gaye place to Britain's banner, 
the e""rci3e of that trade was guaranteed to 
the Uan:t<1ian people for all time to come. 

The time hll:l arrived, the feelings of the Ca­
n,"dian people proclaim it. If Canada hopes to 
secnre commercial freedom, and the right~ 
and privileges of a British people, that trade 
must now be revived. 

In the Parliamentary papers of 1842, Sir John 
PeIly, the Governor ,if the Hudson's Bay Com­
puny-(5ir George Simpson i~ called the Gov­
ernor of Rupert's land)-says in his letter to 
Lord Glenelg, that from sixty to seventy per 
cent.is generally divided among the sharehold­
ers. N"ow the capital of the Company is called 
£500,000, consequently the profits must bE 
£350,000 per anumn. Alex. Simpson sets the 
profits down at £450,000. The original capital 
stoek of the Company was £10,000. When the 
Companies united each called their respective 
stocks £200,000, thus making £400,000. And 
this, in fact, a nominal capital. 

The capital stock is, however, now shown as 
above stated. 

The trade of the Company is confhled excln­
siv€'ly to thp skins of wild animals, no other 



a.rticle of commerce, eave, perhaps, oil, from With the exception of such furs as are 
Hudson's Bay, is traded in. And yet there are brought from England, the residue 'of tho 
various productions which are open to a Cana- above imports are all from the United States. 
dian Fur Company. Immense fisheries may be carried on on Il ud-

Take for instanc~ the buffalo. The hunte.l'~ sou's Bay, distant from Lake Superior via the 
from the Red River settlement ulone kIll. ~licllipieoton and :lIoo::;e rivers only 300 miles. 
25,000 annually, and titi::; in aboll t tllree montlla' , . . 
of the year. Each buffalo will produce from rhus we pay for those very articles of com-
60 to ';0 pounds of tallow j but let us take an merce which abo~nd in our own ~ountry, and 
average at 40 pounds per buffalo :_ may.be made artIcles of eJ:port~t!On. It only 
25000 t 40 Ib - '11' Ib re'Jlllres the energy and enterpflse of our for-

'. ' a s, -one ml Ion s. III I. ,- Cauadian traders to speedily develope and 
T~lS at say 10 cents p~r lb ........... Sl~~,OOO bring into market these articles of commerce. 
Hides at say $3 per hide.... ...... .. ,;..,000 100,000 buffalo can be as readily procured by 

---- a trading company from this city, as ~5,000 
~~175,OOO by the hunters from the Red River settlement. 

This calculation. is made sl~pposi~g the ab~>e ".\ccording to the above calculation, for hides 
to be the value ot these artIcles III the cily I and tallow the valne would be $700,000. The 
of Toronto .. The. value may possibly be greater. ! reader may make his own calculation as to 
No calculatIon IS made for the :-alue of the beef, tongue, horns, and all which would be 
car.cass, or the tongues, each of whlc~ would be articles of trade. The cost of procuring the 
artiCles of trade, and p.robably of qUite as much buftitlo is very trifling, and the transport from 
value as those above given. the Saskatchewan to the city of Toronto might 

There is no meat better adapted for curing be made easy and cheap. 
than that of the buffalo, scarcely any that can Besides the trade in furs there are numerous 
command so high a price in the market. other productioi13 of the country that are 

It is estimated that upwads of 150,000 buf- capable of being made articles of vast trade, 
falo arE annually slaughtered in the valley of hilt which, nnder the system of the Hudson's 
Saskatchewan,-thousands of them wantonly Bay Company, are useless to mankind. 
killed,and as many killed only for their tongues. Immense qnantities of salt exist in various 

Sir George Simp30n, an authority not likely parts of the country adjacent to the Red River 
to state anything favonrable to the resources and at Lake Manitoba. 
of the country, tells us thaI" he has seen 10,-
000 carcasses lying putrid in one bed of the 
valley of the Saskatchewan, infecting the air 
for many miles around. When the Indians 
find that the carcass, the tallow, the 

Inexhaustible beds of mineral pitch are found 
in several portions of the country. The Hud­
son's Bay Company use it for their boats and 
river craft. 

tongue, &c" would procure the necessities of life Sarsaparilla grows in abundance throughout 
just as well as rich furs, the only coin with the whole extent of the so-called Hudson's Bay 
wbich they purchase the goods of the Hudson's Territories. England imports annually from 
Bay Company,a most important trade would be Russia and Honduras 180,000 Ibs. The United 
brought into existence. ' States import an immense quantity from South 

Time and again, efforts have been made by America. 
some of the Red River people to embark in England also imports from nussia 40,000 
the tallow trade, but the Hudson's Bay Com- gallons cranberries. The so-called Territories 
pany have invariably prevented their doing so, of the Hudson's Bay Company abound in this 
by refusing to export the article. fruit. Here, at least, are two articles of trade 

The hide of the buffalo may be exported in with which Indian women and Indian children 
its raw state, just as hides are brought here can purchase the necessaries of their existence, 
from South America. and thereby cease to be dependent for them 

Canada imports annually from the United upon the successful hunt by the father of the 
States, three and-a-half million pounds of tal- family. 
tow, and pays therefor the sum of $360,000. The HlIdson's Bay Company show that 

We import and pay large sums of money for 1:;8,000 souls are dependent upon them for all 
the very articles of production which are pe- the necessaries of life, and the skin of the fur­
culiar to our own country. We import annually: bearing animal the only coin which is received 
Fur goods, value $169,572, duty by them as current. 

thereon $24,076 ......•. , ....... $ 193,C48 Each Indian, upon an average, wijl take or 
Furs, undressed, no duty thereon. . . 50,624 wonld take at the rate of $20 a year in cloth-
Tallow ". " 360,000 ing, gunpowder, shot, &c. j but call it $10, and 
Hides "" 2ii9,136 take 100,000 as the number to be supplied. 
Fish oil "" 249,:;88 Here is a vast demand for Canadian manufac-

TotaL.,. ,., .••.. $1,1l2,09G 
tures, and an importation of goods required for 
the lI"unt3 of a pf:ople; and their country po~-



sessed the resources wherewith to pay for 
them. 

The following is taken from apppndix '.'C," 
in the evidence adduced before the CommIttee 
of the House of Commons upon the Hudson's 
Bay Com pany in the mon th of June las t, show­
ing the number ofIndians dependent upon them 
for supplies :-

Thickwood Indians on the East side 
of the Rocky Mountains ........ . 

The Plain Tribes, Black Foot, &c .... . 
The Esquimaux ................... . 
Indians settled in Canada .......... . 
Indians in British Oregon and the N. 

W. Coast •................•..... 

White and half breeds in the Hudson's 

3.;'000 
25,000 
4,000 
3,000 

80,000 

147,000 

Bay Territories.................. 11,000 

Total. .............. . 158,000 

8 

LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Batchewaning 100, Maimainse 50 ••••• 
Michipicoton ...................•.. 
Pic 100, Neepigon, 250 ............. . 
Fort William 350, Pigeon River 50 ••. 

LAC LA PLUIE. 
Fort Frances .....................• 
Fort Alexander .........•.........• 
Rat portage 500, White Dog, 100 ..••. 
Lac du Bonnet. ......... " ........ . 
Lac de Bois Blanc, 200, Shoal Lake 200 

Total on Lakes in Canada ....... . 
Assiniboine and Red River, Winnipeg 

and Manitoba ..................•. 
SASKATCHEWAN. 

Fort Edmonton ...............•... 
Carlton 6000, Fort Pitt 7000 ..... . 
Mountain House .........•.. '" ... . 

150 
300 
350 
400 

1,850 

1,500 
300 
600 

50 
400 

4,650 

10,000 

7,500 
13,000 
6,000 

31,150 
These are called the Tribes of the Plain. 

These are supplied with goods brought via North and West of the Saskatchewan, and 
Hudson's Bay; with the exception of some alonO' the slopes of the Rocky Mountains, the 
small portion of country immediately on the tribe~ denominated the "Thickwood Indians," 
Pacific coast, which is supplied with goods these number 35,000; tbus we find 66,150 souls 
&c. via Cape Horn. With a route through Ca- on this side the Rocky Mountains, dependent 
nada we would not only supply tbe British upon the Hudson's Bay Company for the ~e­
Territori~s along t~e Pacific coast, but also cessaries of life, which can be more speedily 
the RussIan posseSSIOns on the north. and readily supplied by a Canadian Com-

From the shores of Lake Huron to those of pany. 
the Pacific tbe Hudson's Bay Company have a If the traders of Canada and the North West 
series of Forts or chief trading depots, upon Company of Montreal, carried on a traffic 
which smaller forts are again dependent with the shores of the Pacific, and with the 
Each chief Fort has therefore dependent upon Arctic seas from the year 1763 up to the year 
it for supplies the number of Indians as fol- 1821 and' when the population of Canada 
lows :- did dot much exceed that of our large cities at 

LAKE HURON. present, a period when steam ~as u~know:n 
La Cloche Fort Indians. .. . . . . . ... . 150 and the difficulties of transportation eXIsted In 

Little Current .................... 500 all their primeval wildness,-surely we can do 
Mississaga 150, Green Lake 150, . . . . . 300 so now, when those great obstructions to tbeir 
White Fish Lake .................. 150 enterprise have long since been removed, a~d 
Sault St. Marie. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 150 our population, our wealth, our power are In-

1,250 

At the Sault St. Marie, more than double 
the number ought to be set down. 

NIPISSISING. 

creased ten thousand fold. It is a well established 
fact that the greatest difficulties to be surmount­
ed by these enterprising men, existed between 
Montreal and Lake Huron. From that Lake to 
the Pacific shores, the route was comparatively 
facile, and easy of transportation, and steam 
now bears us to the head of Lake Superiol·. 

The forts there about ......••...•.. 350 Thence our route is easy to the Pacific shores. 



PROSPECTUS. 
'I' 

Qt~t iortg-~tst Qtnmsportation nub Janb ~ompan~. 
I •• 

C.A..PXT.A.L, £100,000, 

IN '20,000 SHARES OF £5 E.\CH, WITH POWER TO INCREASE THE CAPITAL. 

'" 
In the summer of 1851, an appli('atinn wa:-: IlW'!,' to the Legislativ,~ AR:-:embly 

of Canat/a, fo1' the purpn:-:c "I' illc"rporatillg' a ,'ollipany to make a railroad from 
Lake :-;1\p,_'ri"r tit rough British T"ITitoril':-: t .. tIll' Pacili,' O",'all, when the :-:ame 
wa:-: referred t" a CUlllmitte,', "f which :-;ir Allan ~[;lt"\'ah wa:-: the Chairman, 
and on the 30th AUg'u,.;t, 1851, tllt'y lIlad" their Eighth He-port, and the follow­
ing extract:-: are :-:l'i,'ctc-d therefrom :-

"lour ("I/lllllittt-l' ha\"c already r"p"rh',1 their opinion that RAILWAY Charters 
should nllly 1-'1' g:rantt'l! t .. parti,':-: wh .. l'an ,.;h .. \\" tltcir ability amI desire to pro­
c,'l',1 with tllt'ir undertaking at 'lilt"', and with l'lll'rg'y awl effl'ct, and they adhere 
to that "l'illi"ll. 

"~-\t the R~IIlC time 'your Cummittee fl",l bound ttl stak tlwir impreRsion that 
the schcme t)u.~'ht not ttl IX' r",~'anled as l'isiullary ',1' illlpJ'(/dimblc, 

"Y"nr ('''IIIIJ1it1''I' aI'" :,;tr"II,~'ly inclilH',l to hclil'\"I' tllat this gT"at work wiIJ, 
at someflltnre 1,,'r;IIII (shoul,l this n>l1tillcllt ,'olltilllW to ;«1\";111"(' as herl't .. fo\'(~ in 
pro";lwrity al1,[ l''-'l'nlation) I,~' undertakell by both Un'at Britain allll the United 
~tak~, 

" The slll"'ri,w aflY;lllt:lg"'-; of the \'tint.' tn thc Pacilic Ocean throug-h the 
l-Jr;li .. i! TNt'ilfl(!/, has 1""'11 al,ly llrg',·d oil (II(' plll.Jic attentioll I,y ~rr. "\Ilan Mc­
])"1111<'11, ,-,1' TI)['onto, and "tlll'r:-:, and y' '11[' C'"mrllitkl' ill,lulg'c a hope that the 
IlIljll'rial I ;,,\",'rilll1ellt \\"ill I", lc,(l (t) l'II(I'rtaill the snl'jn't as one of lJatiunal cun­
cern, and '-"JlltiJiw' witll it a \\"(,II-IIrg'allized systl'1I1 uf coionizatillll." 

III order Il1"l'e fully to cany out thf' sng-,~·(',.;tit)l1:-: "olltained in tllea'-',,\"(' TI"I,nrt, 
cel'taill parti(',~ in this ,-ity ha\"l' assueiakd them:-:dYI's t<"~,,,ther for tIl<' purl'",.;e 
of iormill,'-';' (I", ~"nh \\-cst Trall";l'ortation al1l1 Lalld Uompany, ,,-itlt tilt' yi,'W of 
ultill1a(,·I~" "p(,llil1,~' a dircct ('('lllll111nit-ati"l1 ]",twl'en Lake :-\lI[1,'ri"r awl til\' Pa­
('iIi<', the c(!IumulJication, in tIl(' first il1stalwe, tn ]1(' ma,jl~ by \\"ai('r (not railroad) 
:';11 far as it can ],e m;uk a\'ailable, and ('ll tltis poil1t it will I,,~ foulld that we 
haye a :-:tupell']llUS ad\'anta,~'(' "\'1'1' IInr ""\l1wrican lleighl,,'llr:-:, as \\"C l'IIml,ine a. 
sl'il-ndid line (,f lJa\'i,~,:tI,]" lab·" (from Lake :-;111,,'rior runnillg" \\"('st) with the 
north and s,,"t1l bralldll's "t' the :-\ac;katdlc\ntn Itin'l' taking,their ri";l' in the 
Rocky ~Iuulltains, " 

The ubjl,,'t of this Cultlpany i:-:, in the first illFltancl" the OIWlJillg' a direct. trans­
p'Jl'tatilJll cOlllmnllicatioll l,l'iweell Lak" :-;ul'l'rior tuwards tIl(' I:,'d Hiy,'r, and as 
some YI':US IIInst lH:cc's,.;arily dap,,;,' IJf'f"rc a direct railway ""lIllllunication ca.n, 
under tlt,-' lll""t fa\"(Iurable circum,.;t;ln(',':-:, h(, established, it is l'\'tII'(I";I'II, in the 
meuntil111', with tIle view tt} ('any out the furti1l'ralH'c ,,!'this ~clH'nll', that every 
facility shall lie afl'onlcd towanls the I,'catillg' (,lIligrants, on the proposed or 
probable line; for without such aid, a direct railroad appears futile, Let us 
commence by doing that which is within our grasp-not attempt that which is 
beyond it at the present time. Ureat schemes, to be thoroughly and safely 
developed, are to be arrived at only (like the launch of the great Leviathan) 
inch by inch. Let us, on the same principle, commence only by doing that which 
we are fully prepared to carry into effect. 
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A lucrativ(' trade has spruI1g into existence between the British inhabitants 
on the Red River, and Saint Paul's, in Minnesota. Heretofore, their supplies 
were brought from York Fadory, on the shores of Hudson's Bay, a distance of 
845 miles, nearly the whole of which is ~nly adapted to a small b<:>at 
navigation, and interrupted by numerous and dIfficult po:tages, a route wInch 
forbids the ptlssibility of' evcr using steamboats. ~he dIstance .from the Red 
River to Saint Paul's hy the route now travelled, IS about 700 mIles, and at the 
expenss of about 500' men and 500 waggons, and at a loss of Ilearly three months, 
at the most important s('ason of the y('ar to the sdt1l'rs for actiull at hOIll(,. To 
obviate this difficulty, and to bring supplies within an easy distance (alld ulti­
mately to their very do"rs) the Transportation and Land ('UIl1 I' a 11)' propose 
tu construct roads alld open a highway by improving the water comll1ullica­
tion,or building (·aIHds between navigable wat('rs, so as to efit,ct a rapid com~ 
munication betweell the shores of Lake ~up('rit)r and the Hett River, and 
ultimately to extend the same westward to the Pacific shores, as circumstances 
n'(juire. They proposed tt) establish certain permanent depots, where goods, 
&l·., can he l'x(·h;lllg·cd, alld the provisions, and the various productions of the 
country taken at a fair valuation. This will prove to present to Red Hiver se~ 
tlers, as well as to thuBe who may, in consetjuence of such facilitieB, hl'(·ollll' set­
tlers, an immense benefit and ellcouragement. The profits of the Company being 
anticipated to arise from the Cuulltr)" beL'omillg a producing one, a great object 
will be to afford every facility and encouragement to our immigTant population, 
entering it as speedily as possible. With that view, favourable localities along 
the route will be sell,cted fur establishments where all those necessaries of life 
may be procured readily and c11eaply. Should the Government be disposed to 
sell to the Company any ('ollsiderable tract of land, the Company would bind 
themselves to survey the tract sekt'kd, and place a certain number of immi­
grants upon the locality within a given space of time, and dispoBC' of the lands 
upon the most liberal terms. 

Inasmuch as the Company must incur conBitlt'rable expellBl' in building roads. 
erecting bridges, improving allfl en'atillg· water communications 1ll'CC';.;sary for 
the commerce and traffir~ of the COUlltry. it CallIl(,t be deemed unreasulJable that 
the Company !:Ihould hold POSBCSBiull . and cuntrol of all improvements made by 
them, until such time a;.; the Government should deem it necessary tu acquire 
them. In the meantime, they should he open to all others upon the payment of 
certain fixed tollB or charg-es, as regulatcil upon allY other llig'hway lmilt by 
Joint Stock Companies. \Vhenever the (;overnment deem it llecessary t'l take 
possession of the works, roads, britlgr'B, &c., so built by the COlllpallY, the Gov­
ernment to pay to the Company tile value of the same, aud 'which may be 
paid for in lands. 

Until a more expeditious mode of communicatiull has l'r'en established, a 
proposition may be made for carrying the maib ; the n'YCIllW arising from that 
source would assist somewhat towards current exp('n:,;es. 

'1'he chief point, and the most important at pn'sr)))t, is tht, formation (If a cheap. 
route, both. f?r passengers and 1llf'1"l'lmudize, as far as the ri yer tha t empties 
Lac La Plme mto the Lake of the Wo"ds, and from the Lake of the \\T oods to the 
Red River. With a view of carrying out this project, it is prr ,puBed tu construct 
roads, build bridges and ('anals where the distancr' betwr'l'1I Il~wigable water is 
short (some do not exceed 200 yards, B()me as short as 16 yards) The number 
and extent of ~l~e portages have all been carefully measured, and I('\'els taken, 
At many localItIes arc several portages within short distallce of each other' 
these, by constructing a longer road, may be obviated and thrown into one. ~ 

In others, again, by a slight improvement in the _navigation, a portage will 
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be rendered u~necessa~'y j ~hus ~he number o~ portages will be considerably re­
duced, so that III a navlgatlOn ot about 300 nuleH, namely, to the west side of the 
Lake of till' WO(>tlt-i, W(' may not kt\·(~ lIlOl'(' thaullill(, or tell short p!Il'tag-<'s, Until 
it is deemed lll'Cl't-i~ary to plat't' stealliboat~ uplln the ~t'n'ra\ reachc;; of wajn 
navigatillll, it i:-; pr(Jpu:-;('d (u elllpltly II()a!:-; :-;lIi!ald(' fur the trade, and const.ructed 
so a:-; to he l'a:-;ily Ilalll(,d ,11'l'U:-;:-; the porta,~'('~ without llllluading j a wuoden 
rail or tralilway fr.lm tht' IIl'all ItI' tilt' ptirtag'l' to tltl' next clt-ar waU']', wOIIIII 
suffice thus ('jr"I,ting' all illlllll'II:-;(' :-;avillg' ill I illl(' and labou]', 

'\Yhel'e the di:-;tall,'t':-; are lung, :-;uch as frolll Lakl' SlIp('rio]' (II illt' first \l'atc-r, 
good wag'g'tlll roads will he ('111l:-;trlldl'll. It al:-;() slllluid Ii(' blJ\'Il(' in lIIind tllal 
OIl the Ri \'l'r Obitl, at ('(')'tain :-;I'a:-;()Il:-; of till' ,Yl'ar, Illaded boats 1I<l\'i"'ak that 
rin'r witll pa;;til'lIg'I'r:-; and freight (lra\\'illg' fl'U1ll ~4 10 ::0 illl'll('s'\'at('r,~\rtll'dI("1 
by a titern ",lwei who",' dip,J"c:-; lit It l'Xl'('('!l 1:-.1 illl'iws, ' 

It is oll\'itlll", that ill thl' early :-;tag'I':-; tlf \\'llrkillg a transportatiun CnmpallY, 
it is all-illlpurtallt tIl U:-;t' water ,'tlllllllllllil'ation \\'Ilt'n'ver it (';til Ill' made <l\'a'il­
able, It requirl's but ('tllllparati\'(,ly HlllalJ tlutIay, a llH\i,;t illlpurtallt feature, as 
the incrl'ast'L! ftl\'t,(' w'ed ullly be takl'1l 011 a:-; tilt, demand fIll' traHiI' and trans­
port expands. 

One of tlte nl(lst notal,k fl'alll\'('s of tlte country u))(lpl' cOllsid(~ration, i:4 the 
great multiplicity lit' lake:-; amI water cuur:-;(',; with ,dlicil it i:-; 1'['()\"i,J"ll. It ('1111-

tains within it tlte watcl' !-'111'.ls from which l1early all the grcat ri\'(~r S'yS(IIII~ 
of this continent deri\"(' tlwir sources, 

It is a cm'iolls fad tlHlt there arl' llluneruus rllllte8 of ('oIl1lllllmication, witlt ()('­
casional pllrta,!,!'I':-;, from t"'cnty yarll:-; til not 1 II ')'1I TI ,1 ('ig'llt or tl'n miles in leng't!t. 
through the ,dlO\e c xtcut IIf clluntry from Lake ;-:II} II 'rillr, acr.'I->S the continent to 
the Pacific Ocean. installcc:-; arc 111'"11 record in \\'llic11 the servants and part­
ners of tIlt' Xorth \Vest C'ulI1pauy ot' .\lllntrl'al, kl\,(' passcd from that city to th(~ 
SllOl'Cti ofthe Pacific On'all, alld rise reTsa, with llIerdwlHlizc or with furs, perform­
ing the entire di;;tancl' ill the same canue, 

The next quel->tioll which :-;u.!g'.':-;ts it:-;I'If i:-;, a:-; tn the ,'llI'a\l('st and most direct 
route tl) tllcPal'ific :-;111 Ires. 'flli:-; will III' flllllld ill t.1t" old tr:l\'clIed routes used 
by tbe Xorth \Yetit ('(lll1P~llly Ill' MOll!r('al, amI the ,'11111':-;(' wlluId appI'at' t.o be 
afteravclilill'" 11111',;,,1\'1''''; ot' :-;IICIt lakes and ri"l'rs as may II(' I->uitalil(' fill' steam­
er::;, to strik~ illtll t.he ;-:askatcil<'\\'all, which is ll:tvig"tlli" fill' I->uch vessels to itH 
HIlluces iu tIll' J:IlI'ky .\[nUlltains, atlunling' a Sk:11I1 ll:l\'ip:atillll from the H,'d 
River til a di:-;i:tIICC (If 1,:-:00 lIIil(':-; ; ample 1',"idl'III'I' havillg becn furnished that 
abundance of ellal exists :-dllng' its LI:tliks, Frllll\ till' Il('a,l waters (If that river 
perhaps tl)(' ;";TC'[l test difficulty -in tlte \\'hole route will III' fonlld to exist. N ever­
theless, W!Jl'll WC' know tltat in 1:-:42, a body uf twu hundred settlers from the 
Red River, pa:-;sl'tl over and thrullg·1t the g'1I1"g'!!1-> of the Hocky .Mouutain~ with 
ox teams, it is not likely tllat with tIll' superior faciiiti('s for transportation, 
any serious ubstruction will be cncoull!t-n~d by u:-;, 

In 1846, Sir GI'III','.!,'(' Sillll':-;un travelJt.(1 from the Red River Settlement with 
a large party, takill,~' cartl-> th(~ gTC:tllT part of the way, and sOlJle 46 hnr:-;{'s, 
to the lll~nt!t (If the CnIurnbia, within til(' sl'at'(' of 47 days, the distance being 
2000 lIIill':-;, :t\'('r:l,!.!,'illg' about 4·:j miles 1'('\' day, Is titC'\'(' any part of Canada still 
in a state' of natur(', without rllads Ill' tll(' f;lI'ilitil's oftrayc'l where Huch a Rpeed 
can be atbillt'II? It affords a strollg' pl'IIuf that the route canllot be much broken 
or difficult tu pass, IH'r. 

A very small portion of the route prllposed forbids' the usc of steam naviga­
tion, and when once a communication is opened, the route will immediately be­
come most important in a commercial point of view, It would soon be estab-
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lished as the cheapest route for the production of the East Indies, the paticulars 
of which it is not the present object of this prospectus to touch upon { 

Canton to London ..............•....••........ , ., ... 19,000 miles. 
London to Montreal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .. 2,800 " 
Montreal to Toronto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350 ., 

Canton to mouth of Fraser's River ............. . 
Fraser's River to Head of Lake Superior .......•. 

22,150 
5,400 
1,500 

600 

" 

Head of Lake Superior to Toronto ........... , .. 
--- 7,500 miles. 

Difference in favour of '£uronto . . •.. . ........ : ....•.. 14,750 miles. 
Europe would likewise find this the cheapest and speediest route for the 

trallic of the world :-
Canton to London ...........................•.••.. , .19,000 miles. 

" to Fraser's River. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5,400 
Fraser's River to Muntreal.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,450 
Montrc,tl tu London .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .. ...... 2,800 

---10,650 miles. 

Difference .......................................... 8350 miles. 
\Vith a difr'crence like this in our favour, we place before us a mart of 

600,000,000 of people, and enable us geographically to cOlllmand them; opening 
the route, and leaving' it to tl18 guiuance of comlllercial interest..;,. Canada will, 
S:)')ller or later, become the great toll-ga tu fIJI' the CI):nlU:..:rCi~ of tile wurld. 

The Obj8Cts of the ~ orth-west Transportation and Land Company will be to en" 
cOllrage traffic and trade, promote iuunigration, carry passeng'ers and merchan­
dise, supply present and future settlers with all necessaries and requirements, 
and return laden with all such productious as may be ofl'ered in exchange. It 
seeks no l'xdusive privileges or unpopular monopoly in trade, all it asks for is 
the exercise of the right to which every British subject is entitled-that of free­
dom to trade throughout their own country and lIer Majesty's possessions in 
British North America. 

As individual capital would not be adequate to accomplish what here is sug­
gested, a J oiut Stock Association affords the only means. 

It is therefore pruposed to form the above named Company with a capital of 
£100,000 in 20,000 shares of £5 each, and with power to increase stock to 
£200,000. The price of shares being put at £5 each will bring the stock within 
the reach of every farmer, of every mechanic, of all those who take an interest 
in developing the great resource of Canadian prosperity and power, and enabling 
t~em to participate in that copious shower of wealth which for 37 years past 
SlUce 1821, only poured itself exclusively into the cofrers of the Hudson's· Bay 
Company of London. 

It is scarcely necessary to remark that the Citizens of Toronto, the Sharehold­
ers of the Northern Railway, the Canadian Merchants generally, are pafticularly 
interested in this Company being brought into operation. • 

A Government that has the welfare of Canada at heart, of whatever shade of 
P?l!tics it may b~, cannot fail to side with our views and extend to us every le­
gItimate protectlOn and assistance. 

N ?tice of an application to the Legislature for charter has been duly .given. 
Parties who are desirous of joining in the undertaking are requested to communi-
cate with ALLAN MACDONELL, Esq. . 
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