
Cur 
.fndUuM 
~/nwd 

~ 0 7111NlOlI [jO~1i 5'eetwide;&~~~c;Pkce: 

~ 
C,tr 

tfuzro'W/~ 

[IJ I LI [U LlllL LIII [ U II I [I I 1.1 



OBSERVATIONS 
ON TH E 

I11hahitaJt.tJ, Climate, Soil, Rivers, Produai(t!ls, 
A1lima/s, and other matters worthy of Notice. 

M"DEBy 

Mr. ,]OHJ.V BA R T RA M, 
In his Travels from 

PENSILVANIA 
TO 

ONO};DAGO, O$wEGoand the LakeONTARIO, 

In CAN.A D A. 
To which is annex'd, a curious Account of the 

CATARACTS at N I A GA RA. 

By Mr. PET E R K A L M, 

A S"-£'edijb GENTLEMAN who travclJed there, 

L 0 ND 0 IV: 
Printed for J. W HIS TON and B. W HIT E, in 

Ffl'f'!-Strcet, J 751. 

(hie f,; Olle Shilling and SiX-pC1lct.) 



BOOKS printed for JOHN WHISTON and 
BENT. "\V BITE, in Pleet-Street. 

(In me Volume Ot7avo, the fecond Edition, Price 5s. bouRd.) 
I. THE Hiil:ory of the five Ir.dian Nations of C,anada, 

whIch are the Barrier between the Englijh and 
French in thJ.t Part of the \V orld; 'Vith particular Ac­
counts of their Religion, 1\ianners, Cufioms, Laws and 
Government; their feveral Battles and Treaties with the 
European Nations; their Wars with the other Indians, 
and a true Account of the prefent State of our Trade 
with them. In which are ihewn the great Advantages 
of theirTrade and Alliance to the Britijh Natio'n, and the In­
trigues and Atttmpts of the French to difengage them from 
us; a Subjea nearly concerning all ollr American Plan­
tations, and highly meriting the Confideration of the Britijb 
Nation; with Accounts of feveralother Nations of Indi­
ans in North America. 

By CADWALLADER COLDE N, Erq; 
One of his MajeJly's Coullcil, and Surveyor General of New· 

York. Alfo, 
(In Eight Volumes complcat. Price I I. 16s. pound) 

II The Modern Hufbandman, containing the Praaice of 
Farming, as it is now carried on by the moil: experienced 
Farmers in the fever;!l Counties of England, for every 
Month in the Year. Containing, 

1. The Timber and Fruit Tree improved, or the beft 
Practiul Methods of improving different Lands with 
proper Timber. 

2. Agriculture tmprov'd, or the PraCtice of Hufbandry 
difplay'd, ihewn by F;u:b pcrform'd on all Sorts of Land, 
according to the old lJlain, and the new Drill "Vay of 
PloughiLg. 

3, Chiltern and Vale Farmi!Jg explain'd, according to 
the btefl: Improvements. By \V1LL. ELLI:;, Farmer, 
at little Gadde/den in Hcrtfordjhire. 

III. The Britijh Machant, containing the Sentiments of 
the mol!: c!nincnt and judicious ~\1erchants of theOty of Lor.­
r!o;:,c: nccrning; theTrade anJ;:;omnH:rcc of l:,e!cKlllgdam>; 
p;trtiLubr1y th.lt which relates to j<)'ancc, Sl~ain and Por­
tUIT"L. lllufl:rated with Notes and l\1axims "Uul to'Trade 
in"';C':2~:11. Compos'd by a Body of ,\'1erch;mt" and pub­
lifh'J :"Y Mr. CHARLES KI'iG, in three Podet Volumes, 
!:' ric~ c;;< 



p REFAC E. 
HE foIlO\ving Journal was kept by 

Mr . . John Bartram, in his travels 
from his own hOl1fe near Philadel­
phia to 01tondago, and Ojiuq,o on 
the Cadarakil1 or O,ztario Lake. It 

is a misfortune to the publick, that this inge­
nious perfon had not a literal education, it is 
no wonder therefore, that his flile is not fo clear 
as we could willi, however, in every piece of 
his, there are evident marks of much good 
fenfe, penetration, and fincerity, join'd to a 
commendable cmiofity. It was to gratify this 
difpohtion, and that of his correfpondents re­
quePe in En,gland, that he undertook, after 
other expeditions, to accompany Mr.lfi-ijar on 
the butlnefs of the government) and was honour­
ed with the encouragement ofiome very jl1dici. 
ous and generous noblemen bere, fincc dead, and 
t he friend fbi p of the skilfulleH bota oi Pes in E!!rope. 

It may be proper to inform the reader, that 
the negotiations fet on foot in the conferences 
here related, produced a congrefs at La1lc,?/fer 
in Pe7~(ilvmzia, beguT1 the nd of .7z:lle i(,llow­
iog, \vhich was attende.3 with the wifh'd for 1uc­
ccis, in an amicable adjufiment of all differences 
between the parties, uod::,r the mediation of the 
govern)r ofPrmjil-...u1!ill. Th:~ tr~~ty was pi:Jt:~ 

B ed 
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p REFAC E. 
HE following Journal was kept by 

Mr • . 7ohn Bartram, in his travels 
from his own houfe near Philadel­
phia to 01toltdago, and Ofivep;o on 
the Cadaraki7J or 01ttario Lake. It 

is a misfortune to the publick, that this inge­
nious perf on had not a literal education, it is 
no wonder therefore, that his nile is not fa clear 
as we could willi, however, in every piece of 
his, there are evident marks of much good 
fenfe, penetration, and fincerity, join'd to a 
commendable curiofity. It was to gratify this 
difpoution, and that of his correfponctents re­
quefi in E1zgZand, that he undertook, afrer 
other expeditions, to accompany Mr. Hii/ar on 
the bufinefs of the government, and was honour­
ed with the encouragement ofiome very jl1dici~ 
ous and generous noblemen bere, finee dead, and 
the friendlliipoftheskilfulleft botanifis in El!yope . . 

It may be proper to inform the reader, tbat 
the negotiations fet on foot in the conferences 
here related, produced a congrefs at Lancc?/fer 
in Pel~fih.Jim;{l, begl1T1 the nd of ]z:lle foliow­
ing, which was attendeJ with the wilh'J for fuc­
ccis, in an amicable adjufiment of all differences 
between the parties, \1nd~r the mediation of the 
fl'over!1Jr of Pe1!jil .... JiWitl. This tr~Jt·; was pi:lt-
1cl B'· ed 



11 PRE F ACE. 
cd the fame year at Phi!('del1!hia, and is to.be 
found in Mr. Colden's hifiory of the 5 lud1aft 
Nations. A book worthy of the readers perufal. 

This journal was byfeveral accidents prevent~ 
cd from arriving in E1tgla1tdtill June 1750, and 
is now made publick without the author's know­
ledge, at the inftance of feveral gentlemen, who 
were more in number than could conveniently 
perufe the manufcript. Had he intended it for 
publication he would have made it probably 
more entertaining and perhaps have retrenched 
iame parts that make the leaft figure in it. 

The friend to \vhom he fent it, thought 
himfelf not at liberty to make any material 
alteration, though as it now appears, many 
who feek only amufement in what they read, 
will in thofe places be diiappointed where only 
are treated of the ieveral plants with which 
nature has bountifully covered the hins and 
valleys he travers'd, with the various quali­
ties of the foil and climate. 

But when it is confider'd, of how great im. 
portance an intimate acquaintance with the na .. 
tural fiate of this vaft wildernefs, and its capa­
city of further im provement is to Great Britain, 
and how little the endeavours of our country­
men have yet advanced tbis work, while we are 
indebted to our moft dangerous rivals for the 
little we do know, who \\ ill, if pollible, repay 
themfelves by excluding us from all we do not 
actually cultivate, and leave us tbat 0111y while 
they want power to take it hom us: I cannot 

but 
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b,:t think. this plain yet fenfible piece mer'its 
attention. It is by purfuing the difcovery of 
the interior fiate of this great continent, that 
we can fcarcely fail attaining and end, the moft 
worthy the aim of a great maritime power, 
honon red as well as firengtheneq by a fair pro­
geny of the moft flourifhing colonies in the 
world, and of which a good E1zglijhma;t with 
peculiar pleafiue will find P. Charlevoix con­
telling (however unwilling to own any thing 
inconfiftent with the glory of his country) that 
France emmat behold them without Terror. 

Knowledge mnft precede a fettlement, and 
when Pe1ljitvallia and Virgi7tia fhall have ex­
tended their habitations to the branches of the 
fi1.1fiJlippi that water thefe provinces, on the 
weft fide of the Bhte AlottntailtS, we may rea­
fooably hope to infure a fafe and cafy commu­
nication with the moft remote known parts of 
North America, and to fecure the poiTefIion of a 
dominion unbounded by any prefent difcoveries. 

If this defin'lble profpeCl: appear chimerical, 
hecaufe great and diftant, it is at leaft true, 
that no obfl:ac1e can be pointed out, but what 
we may eafily remove. 

EltgtaJtd already poiTeiTcs an uninterrupted 
line of well-peopled provinces on the coaft, filC-. 
ceffivety begun within lefs than 150 years, fhe 
~ees them every year augmented by an acceffion 
offllbjeCl:s, excited by the deGre of living under 
governments tlnd laws formed on the moft excel. 
~ent model upon earth. In vain do we look for 

B 2. an 



iv PRE F ACE. 
an equal profperity among the plantatio~s, of 
other European nations becaufe every power has 
tranfplanted its confiitution with itspeop,le. 
This furprizing increafe ef people is a founda­
tion that will bear a mighty fuperfiruCl:ure, we 
need no other proof than in the wonderful 
,growth of one of the provinces. (Petifiivan/a 
I mean) which tho' the youngeft of all, yet 
being more particularly founded on the princi­
ples of moderation (the firf! of all political Vir­
ttfe$) and every \vay fam'd for the wifdom and 
lenit'y of its government, is become the admj,. 
ration of thofe who compare it with any thing 
related by hifl:ory, and the well-known refuge 
of -. - the f)ppreJs'd a1ld peJleC71ted, who chear~ 
h;lly abandon tbeir native foil to pnrchafe the 
:1ndtimable bleilings of liberty and peace. 

The inhabitants of all thefe colonies have 
eminently deferved the character of indufl:rio;ls 
in agriculture and commerce. I could willi 
they had as well dc[crved that of advel1tllrotls 
il1 i1tlalld dif;o"L'cries, in this they have been 
much outdone hy tl1tother .l.V,1tiolJ., whore po­
verty of country and unfettled temper have 
prompted them to fuch views of extending 
their poiICiIions, as our agriculture and com­
merce now ~lake necelfary for us to imitate. 
In this skilful Perfons may employ themfelves; 
but a morc: accurate obferver than our author 
(~yi11 not readily be found. 

The welfare of a colony concerns the country 
from whenc~ it derives its origin, in nothing fo 

much 



PREFACE. v 
pmch as in the quantity of land broke up fot 
tillage, the natural confequence of extending the 
frontier fettlements. This is not only beneficial 
in proportion to the. increafe of vent, among the 
new fettlers of comodi ties exported from the 
mother country; but by preventing the additi­
onal hands from applying themfelves to fuch 
Planl1!a8ures as may in~erfere with the com­
merce, ~ffcatt/df:y binders a michief that might 
flop the ad \'antages reaped before. A jealoufy 
has long prevailed at home, of manufaCtures in 
America, and it has been ufual for our manu­
faaurers on various occafions to exprefs this 
opinion in freguent applications to parliament, 
vainl y hoping to force a confumption abroad 
from the weakdl: of all reiources, probi6itary 
laws: But the wifdom of the legiflature has 
provided the moil effectual, if not the only re­
medy, by encouraging the vent of the growths 
of America, and thereby engaging the inha­
bitants to employ themieJves in raifing them; 
a conduct grounded on the invariable obferva­
tion, that perfection in agriculture naturally pre­
cedes manufactures, wherever a country finds a 
m~rket for its produce fufficient to provide 
itfelf wi th the latter. 

Mr. Kaim's narrative of his travels to the 
Falls of Niagara, is a proper fupplement to the 
journey to Ofl-'ego, his voyage begins from 
rhat place, and caries us on further in the 
fearch of every thing worthy our notice in this 
,ountry: This gentlemaIJ is well known to be 

a 
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s man of worth and great skill in natural 
hifiory, and his little piece befides the candou! 
and veracity of the writer, derives a great value 
from its being the only <;1ccount in OUT language 
of this ftupendous o~jea. P. Char/evoi,'( an 
Autbor of good credit, (~'herc the 1ltterejf of 
his 1wti01t and religi01z are lt1lCOlzcenzcd) has 
given us a defcription perfectly agreeable to, 
}\lr, Kalm's, tho' much lefs circumftantial: 
It \\raS in 1722, be was on the fpot, and the 
heights had not the' pwbabl y been taken by 
infimments, (0)." he ic,~::'1S to think it very diRt.,. 
cult if poffible; He gl1eifes the great Fall to 
be 140 or 150 feet from a mca1ure taken by 
founding:; and adds, that he has feen final~ 
birds flutter juft above th~ fall itfelf; \ve have 
likewife an (lccount of this catarad; 'Philo TrmlJ'. 
N°. 37 I. p. 69. from lvfr., Bon!ffim traniinitted 
by Mr. D1td/~1'. Mr. Bort!lJtm re1a,tes tbat the 
Go'Vemor of CaJladtl's fon the Jl.larq1!is de Ca-, 
vagnaihati founded it, and fixed: the perpen., 
dicular fall at 26 fathom, this was alio in 1711. 

I cannot help taking notice of the alarm Mr., 
Kalm's arrival gave t!1~ Frmch at Niagar;a. They 
are coniCious their enjoyment of this Fort is a 
maniteft violation, of the treaty of Utre,:ht tho' 
they kno~v ~he jl1ftic~ of the Englijb ,Natiolt 
'will not permit them to, compdl the 8ole1:.a's 
againfi their inclination to dil10dge them. 

Amon; q;-her curious pa,rts of Mr. Bartrm;/s 
journal arc his thoughts (tl-uo\vn together at the 
end) all the Origin of the .. db{)rigilJcs of Arne­

nca ;, 



PRE F ACE. vii 
fica; thefe conjeB:ures are lliort, and it is like­
ly occurr'd to him cafually, perhaps they are 
not all well grounded, or at moft apply'd to 
any but the Eskimaux, however, the fame fen­
timents on this fubject have been fupported by 
the learned Grotitls in his treatife de OrigineGm­
tittmAmeriCtl'twrm,land in his reply to J.de Lact. 

This queftion has long been agitated with 
great warmth, and every iolution of it hitherto, 
has found oppafers, becaufe thofe who have en ... 
gaged in the controverfy have forgot, or wil .. 
fully miftook, that the point in difpute cannot 
reafonably be, whether it was actually peopled 
from one or more particular places? but whc­
ther it might probably be peopled conflUent 
with the .lvloJ:1ick. hifiory; other wife it would 
be hlard to fay, how all this enquiry has teen 
fo much confined to A-merica, when the paffagc: 
of the inhabitants to many other parts of tbe 
globe is attended with equal difficulties. 

P. Charfevoix who has with great exattne1s 
abfiracted the opinions and arguments "f the 
writers on this ftlbjecr, has obierved, that be­
fides the eafy pafTa~e by fea from the coan (Jf 
G21iltea to that of Brazil .. If it has not yet: 
been demonfirated that the new world is con­
tiguous ta the old on the South, Korth-Eafr and 
North~ Weft) at leaft the contrary has not been 
{hewn, fo that the principal difEculties to be 
encountered, ari1e not from the Welnt of a Pal: 
age, but from colour, manner, and language, 
which ieem :m.",:oncilelble to ;my we are ac-

quainted 
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quainted with on this fide the Globe. But are 
the Negroes in Guinea more fimilar in thefe re­
fpeets, to the rdl of the world? Let anyone tell 
me, why moil: of the AJrica1ls 2::~ bI ack and 
woolly-pated, and I will ihew hiiil \vhy the A­
mericans are red and withou t hair on their chins, 
and many parts of their bodies. After all aFe we 
fufficiently acquainted with the utmoil: powers 
of nature? to be fure the offspring of the fame 
pair in .3 or 4000 years might without a :fLlper..: 
tural it1terpofitioli become of various complexi­
ons, and fuppofe we were convinced of this, 
may not the infinite povier that creclted our Rrf!: 
parents, and miraculoufly wrought the ('011-

fufion of tongues, have thus diil:ingui:lh'd 
their pofterity for purpofes only known to hi~ 
infinite wifdom. I ought not to omit that P. 
Cbarlevoix recommends. a careful obfervation 
of thofe AmricaJt languages, that have the 
marks of being original, and a comparifon of 
them with thofe ot 1:..urope, Ajia, and ./'!rica, 
and gives very judicious Rca[ons for depending 
on a fimilitude in this, preferable to that of man­
ners; I fhall only add, that Mr. LerzL'is Evalls 
a com panion of our author's in this journey ~ and 
a skilfull furgeon, has lately publifn'd a map 
of J\'c~' Tork, PC1ljiivania, and Jerfey, with part 
of Virginia, Alaryialld and New-E7IglaJld, 
chiefly founded on actud furveys. This map in­
cludes the route here defcribed, which ieems laid 
down very exactly. And is fold by Mr.Bcwie's 
map and print-feller in Ci,rnbilJ. 

OBSER\~A-



OBSERVATIONS 
MADE BY 

Mr.jOHJ.V B4RT R4M, 
In his Journey from 

Pet!Jilvania to Onondago~ &c. 

HE 3d of Jufy 1743, '1 let out 
from my houfe on Skuylkil River, 
with Lewis EVa7zs, and travelled 
peyond Perkiomy Creek the lirfi: 
day. The weather was exceeding 

hot. Th~ 4th, we fet out before day, and 
ftapp'd at Marcus Huli;ls by Manatony; then 
craffed Skttylkil, and rode along the weft fide 
over rich battams, after which we afcended 
the Fb,i!!l, Hill, (fa called from the great num­
ber of \\'ild Turkeys that ufed to fly from them 
ra the plains) here we had a fine profpet1 of 
the Blz.;,e JvlOlt1ltailts, and over the rich Vale 
qfTtttp~h&ckC11; the defcent into \vhich is fteep 
and ftoney. Throllgh this vale we travelled 

welf, 
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'weft, and by the way obferved a large [pring 
_ 16 feet deep, and above 2.0 yards wide, which 
iffued out of a limeftone rock, the ground 
about it pretty level, defcending gradually 
towards the fpring which ran eaftward. At 
at nigJ,t we lodged at C01trad fl7eifers, who 
is the general Interpreter, and \vho went with 
us; his bufinefs was to fettl\:: an affair with the 
ii1liiaus at 01101tdago. 

The 5th, We croifed 1itlpehockelt Creek 
which runs eait, and emptieth itfe1f into 
Skti.ylkil, and a little after a fmall branch of 
Swataro which runs Weft into Sttfquchallah. 
Thefe two large creeks receive moit of the 
water of that great rich vale between the 
Fbi1tg Hills and Tulpchockm Hill, from which 
the vale and creek receive their names, and 
is itfelf fo called from the lndimt word figni­
fying a tortoile, unto which the natives of 
the country have concci ved it bears [orne fimi­
litude. And thefe two hills are the fouthern 
boundaly of this fine limeftone vale, many 
hundred miles long, and from 10 to 20 miles 
broad to the northern boundary formed by the 
Great Blue }'lo1l1ttaills. 

Having called on a man who was to go 
with us and c~rry part of our provifions to 
S/;amokill, he could not get his borfe iliod 
that day, but we rode to IFilliam 'P arJrms's 
plantation, who recei red and entertained us 

very 
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"(ery kindly; his houfe is about fix miles from 
the BIlte A/om/taitts. 

The 6tb;we fet forward and afcended the 
firft Blue ridge, from the top of \\ hich we 
made an obfervJtion, COltrtld H~'iJers }jiU bear~ 
ing fouth 20 degrees cafi. the northern prof­
pett to two gaps, thro' which we were to pais 
to the Nort/; Hill, N. 30 deg. W abollt IO 

miles difiant. The top and touth fide of this 
ridge is midling land, half a quarter of a 
mile broad, and produced fame wild groG, 
abundance of fern, oak and chef nut trees. 
Defcending the North fide we found it more 
poor, freep and fiony, and came foon to the 
firfr branch of Swataro which runs between 
the ridges, and is 3 miles from the next branch, 
all very poor land; but on this fecond branch 
it is good low land, with large trees of 5 
leaved white pine, poplar, and white oak, 
here we dined by a fpruce f\vamp. 

After dinner we pafTed the openings of two 
ridges, the 1aft of which \vas by the bank of 
the principal branch of Swataro, the foil poor 
and froney; then we afcended a great ridge 
about a mile fieep, and terribly froney moil: 
of the way: near the top is a fine. tho' fmall 
fpring of good water. At this place we were 
warned by a well known alarm to keep our 
diftance from an enraged rattle inake that 
had put himfClf into a··coiled pollure of de­
fence, wirhin a dozen yards of our path, but 

C :2 \ye 
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we punilhed hi:; rage by ftriking him dead on 
the fpot: he had been highly irritated by 
an India1z dog that barked eagerly at him; but 
was cunning enough to keep out of his reach, 
or nimble enough to avoid the fnake when he 
fprung at him. We took notice that while 
provoked, he contracted the mufcles of his 
teales fa as to appear very bright and iliining, 
but after the mortal ftroke, his fplendor be­
came much diminiihed, this is likewife the 
cafe of many of our fnakes. 

The north fide of the Hill is not fa ftony as 
the fauth, but yet very poor. Thence we 
traveled 7 miles over feveral hollows, fwamps 
and fmall ridges, full of fcrubby bullies, 
and ftill poor and ftoney to the laft great 
ridge, which is compofed chiefly of large 
gravel, as big as pidgeons or pullets eggs, and 
even the rocks feemed but heaps of the £lme 
materials; the defcent on the north fide is very 
fteepand rocky, large craggy rocks are difpofed 
on all fides, moil: part of the way down, whicfI 
brought us to a fine vale, where we lodged by 
a creek called Satlret, and were grievol1fly 
flung all night with fmall gnats, fo that I flept 
very little. 

The 7th, we fet out weft from &mret creek 
and traveled down the vale, which is pretty 
good land: and leaving the creek, foon croffed 
another runing along the north fide of the vale 
by the bank of which we rode through a ,grov; 

of 
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of white Pine, very lofty aud fo clofe, that 
the Sun could hardly fhine through; at the 
end of this the two branches joined. Riding a . 
little farther, we paired through a gap of a 
moderate hill, north by the creek fide, where 
we found a fi:lhing place, moftly a deep hole 
near a rock; there we went weft on the north 
fide of the creek, and dined at what is called 
the Doubie Eagle. The land hereabouts is 
middling white oak and huckleberry land, 
and by the creek fide pretty good wild grais, 
and the 3d branch enters about 30 rood below; 
having croired this, we went up a vale of 
middling foil, covered with high oak Timber~ 
nearl y weft to the top of the hill, (moft of 
the way being a white clay under a 1hallo\\~ 
furface), where we firft obferved the impref­
fion of 1hells in fome of the 100fe frones, and 
from whence we had a fair profpeet of the 
Jiver Stt(quehfJ1tab. 

The defcent from hence foon brought us to 
Mohony, our lodging for this night. Here the 
foil is very good throughout the neck, formed 
by the river and the creek, '\vhich is about 3 
poles wide. It rained this night through our 
old, tho' newly ereeted lodging, which was 
an Indian Cabilt that we took the liberty to 
remove, knowing they ufually leave behind 
'them a good ftock of fleas on the ground they 
inhabit i however, the wet deprived me of my 

refl: 
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refl: that I had taI<:en fa much pains to fecure 
againil: the vermin. 

July 8.We croiTedthe creek and rode along a 
rich bottom near the river for two miles, pro­
ducing moil: kinds of our fordl: trees, and a 
large fpecies of Scutetaria two feet high: 
thence along the river fide, near a mile N. :2.0 

deg .. E. to the foot of a fertile hill, where 
leaving the river, our way N. E. through 
feveral narrow valleys and over fmall hills, 
generally middling land, yielding oak, hickery, 
chefnut, and fome pine, to the fummit of a 
high hi11, where we faw Shamoki11 HitJ, dif­
tant four miles only; going down we came 
to uneven fiony ground producing pitch pine 
and oak, as far as the point of Shamokin Hill, 
w hence' we had a pleafant profpeCl: of the fall 
of the river, quite crofs without any great 
Rocks. The ftream runs very :1\vift, but 
canoes or flat-bottomed boats may go up or 
down well enough: the bottom of this def­
cent is wallied by Shamokin Creek three rods 
wide, this we forded to a fruitful bottom half 
a mile wide, beyond which, two miles good' 
oak land brought us to the town of Shamo­
kin. It contains eight cabbins near the river's 
bank right oppofite the mouth of the \veft 
branch that interlocks with the branches of 
Allegheny. It is by means of this neighbour­
hood that \ve may reafonably hope, when 
thefe parts 1hall be better known, that a very 

beneficial 
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benefi~ial Trade may be exte.o.ded through 
the Hokio into the AIiJ1tJlippi and its branches 
among the numerous nations that inhabit their 
banks, It were to be wifued, that the En­
gliJh government in thefe parts had been more 
diligent in iearching and iurveying the heads 
of their own rivers and the [ources of the 
others that nm weH:wards from the backs of 
their refpective provinces. Yet enough is al­
ready known to juH:ify the furmifes of Mr. 
de la Sale, who in his Journal addreffed to 
the Count de Fr01ttel1Clc expreffes his fears, left 
the E1~e;'ijb, from their iettlements, fhould 
poifefs themfel ves of the trade on the M!f1i.F 
ftppi. I quartered in a trader's cabbin, and a­
belut midnight the India1ts came and called up 
him and his fquaw, who lay in a feparate part 
\vhere the goods were depofited, whether to­
gether or no I did not ask. She fold the 
IndialJs rum, with which being quickly in­
tuxicated, men and woman began firfl: to flng 
and then dance round the fir~; then the wo~ 
men would run out to other cabbins and foon 
retllrn, leaving the men finging and dancing 
the war dance, which continued all the next 
day. An Euglijhma7t when very drunk witI 
fall faft a:f1eep for the moft part, but an ht­
dian, \vhen merry, falls to dancing, running, 
~nd {hollting, which violent action probably 
may difpcrfe the [nInes of the liquor, that 
hf).d he f:J.t fiill or remained quiet, might have 

mad, 
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made him 'drowfy, and which is even carrici 
off by continued agitation. 

As foon as we alighted they fhewed UIi 

where to lay our baggage, and then brought 
11S a bowl of boiled fquaihes cold; this I then 
thought poor entertainment, but before I came: 
pack I had learnt not to defpife good i1'tdialt 
food. This hofpitality is agre~'able to the; 
hondl fimplicity of antient times; apd is fq 
punctually adhered t9, that not only what is; 
already dreffed is immediately fet before a 
fraveller, but the moil: prefling bufinefs is 
poftponed to prepare the beft they can get for 
him, keeping it as a maxiql tha,t he muil: a1';' 
ways be hungry, of this ~ve fO;.Ipd rhe good 
effeCts in the ilefu aqd b~ead t~ey got ready 
{" ",-. . .. 
lOr us. 

J1tly 9' After breakfaft Lewis Eva1js and 
myietf went to the poipt of the moimtain clofe 
to the No E. branch, 't rtile apd half up the 
river from our 10dgii1g~ and good level' ric.~ 
land all tpe way; we walked thither, car~ying 
our blankets with us, and flept n~ar three hours. 
Here we reg~Iated 'our journey, a,qd liavin~ 
taken a pleafant view of ~he range of mpuntains, 
and the charming plane of Sham~k.j1t, ~ mileS 
long and above one broad, skirted on theW eft 
and North by 'the river~ and enco\npaffed Eaft, 
and partly South, with lofiy hills, 'Qefides a 
finc vale bordering the North Weft branch, 
we returned to th,~ to\\'n .. nd dined. In the 
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afternoon. In the afternoon 'we borrowed a 
canoe, and paddled up the Weft branch. It is 
near two-thirds as broad as the North Eafl: or 
main river: I went aihore on the fouth fide 
to the point of a hill to look for curiofirjes, 
but found none; the rock confified of a dark 
coloured ihelly fione. Tben we diverted our 
felves with fwimming, the water vvas chin 
deep mort of the breadth, and fa clear one 
might have f~en a pin at the bottom. At 
night I hung up my blanket like a hammock~ 
that I might lie out of the reach of the fieas, 
troublefome and conftant guefts in an lndimt 
hut; but I found my contrivance too cool for 
a place open on all fides, tho covered with a 
kind of granary, efpecially tbe wind blowing 
cold fmm the N. W. 

I 0. We departed in the morning with 
Shickcatmny and his fan, he being the chief 
man in the town, which confifted of De/au'are 
Indians; he was of the fix nations, or rather 
a FrenchmaJt, born at lrlollt-reaJ, and adopted 
by the Oucidoes, after being taken prifoner; 
but his fan told me he was of the Cayuga na­
tion, tbat of his mother, agreeable to the 111-
dian rule P artus jequitllr rve1ttrem, which is as 
reafonable among them as among cattle, fince 
the whole burt hen of bringing up falls on her; 
therefore 1n cafe of feparation the children fall 
to her ihare. 

D 
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We had many advant~ges from the company 

of thefe guides, were perfectly acquamted 
with that part _ of the country, and be­
ing of the fix Nations they were both a 
credit and protecrion; and, alfo as we went 
to accommodate the differences, and allay the 
Heart-burnings that had been raifed by a late 
skirmifh on the back ofVirgil1ia, between fome 
of thefe nations and the h1zg1ijl.?, we could not 
but derive a confidence from the company of a 
chief. 

We coafted the ri ver near a mile to the ford, 
where we had a good bottom not above 3 
feet deep ; this brought us to an Hland near 
2. miles long and a quarter broad, pretty rich 
at the lower end, and near the river, but the 
higher end findy, from the drift left there by 
the floods, it therefore produces little but pitch 
ti'!~. After leaving the lower end where we fa\\!­
feveral cabbins, we once more took water for 
the oppofite fuore, but the bottom is lefs e­
ven, though not above half as wide as the laft1 
which is about 400 yards. 

Hence leaving the weft branch about half 
a mile on our lefr, and rich low ground be­
t\n~en with gravel, oak and pitch-pine land 
on our right, \VC reached a pretty ipring of 
good \vater, htll3.ted hetween the l\Vamp and 
dry ground. This, finee our paifage over the 
Blue LVo1mtt.i1!s, was the only one we met 
with till \VC came near OriOlida,gol for on that 
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fide the currents and creeks are chiefly formed 
by the water oufing and draining ii-Oln the 
bottoms of the mountains and hills, and are 
gradually collected in this maoncr into rivu­
lets But on the fouth of this great ridge, it 
gullies out between the rocks in ftreams 
big enough to turn a mill, in other pbccs 
riflng and bubbling ant of tbe earth in quan­
tity ii.dncient to fill a Fipe an inch l(}uare, or 
thereabouts. 

Our journey now lay throl1gh very rich 
bottoms to a neek 6 mile3 fi-om 0'ba,1ifOkill, :l 

,great extent of fi"uitful low ground flj 11 con­
tihuing. Here we found a fine meadow of 
grais on our right, and rich dry ground on 
the left. In our path lay a large Rattle­
fnake, but he civilly crept into the gr ... fs, and 
let us pafs by without da"gcr. Our way from 
hence lay through an old India1t field of ex­
cellent feil, where the I e had been a town, the 
principal footfteps of which are peach-trees, 
plumbs and excellent grapes. A great flood 
came down this branch a few years paft, and 
drove abundance of iand over this ground a 
great depth among the trees. It rofe 10 feet 
perpendicular, wailiing away many yards of 
the bank, which \Vas compared of gravel and 
fund, and doubtlefs had been railed to that 
heighth by former inundation3, for the wood 
ground 30 rod from the river is ieveLll feet 

D 2 10\\er 



[ 20 ] 

lower than the bank; a little above this deva" 
ftation we dined. 

And now leaving the river we held a new 
courfe over a fine level, then down a rich 
hollow to a nm, where we faw a illmmer 
duck; and fo down the rUT!, a little beyond 
thi.3 turns a path to lViomick, a town 011 

the caD: branch, hence N. N. E. then N. after 
W. to a rich bottom near the river, where 
Shickcalamy formerly dwelt, at the upper end 
of which refifilefs torrents had carried abun­
dance of fand into the woods. With this bot­
tom \ve left the river for the preient, and kept 
a variable courfe through the gap of the 
mountain N. and N. W. over middling cham­
pion land, producing fome pitch pine, and 
large white and black oak, forne f\varnps and 
brooks, by one of \vhich ''Ie lodged in. a 
fertile valley, that we reached before night. 

! I. About break of day it began to rain, 
and the fttdit11JS made us a covering of bark 
got after this mannc!: They cut the tree 
fOund through the bark near the root, and 
make the like inciGoI1 above 7 feet above 
it, theie horizontal ones are joined by a 
perpendicular cut, on each fide of which they 
after loofen the bark from the \vood, and 
hewing a pole at the [mall end, gradually ta~ 
pCling like a wedge about 2 feet, they force 
it in tiB. they have compleated the fepara­
ti,x:. aU rOLl[1d~ and [he bark parts whole 

from 



[ 21 ] 

from the tree, one of which, a foot dia .. 
meter, yields a piece 7 feet long and above 
j wide: And having now prepared four forked 
flicks, they are fet into the ground the longer 
in front; on thefe they lay the crofs-poles, 
and on them the bark. This makes a good 
tight ihe1ter in warm weather. The rain was 
quickly over, but as it continued cloudy, we 
did not care to leave our :fhed. Here our Itt· 
dians :fhot a young deer, that afforded us a 
good fealt . 

. I 2. We fet forward and travelled up the 
RIm, bearing N. W. along a narrow valley, 
moderately rich, the hills hung with lofty 
timber, the frones generally fiat, then up a flecp 
hill, where I found fowl freel in m:my frones, 
the foil middling oak land; and here h~d a 
view of a Bluf point N. by the river fide; 
then defcending down a Heep hill N. E. we 
came to a rich bottom by the river; hence N. 
after N. W. to a creek, and fa through a grove 
,of white walnut and locun, and exceeding rich 
land, half a mile broad, and now fame higher 
leve11and,affording oak,hickery,walnut, loeuf(-) 
and pitch pine, our courie generally N. l"~. \V. 
till riding over a hazel plane we met eight 
61JawaJZeje liu!icms on horfcback CODling from 
Atle,giJe1zy, and going to Hiomick upon ~n im­
portant account, as they iji.J, VI,' e turned 
back with them to the a(ljJcent wood, and 
fate down together under a i11~1dy o3.k; the 
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fquaw which they brought to wait upoq. 
them kindled a fire to light their pipes; our 
Interpreter and Shickcalamy fet down with 
them to fmoke, the cuftomary civility when 
two parties meet; Conrad If/eilar underftand­
ing they were fome of the chiefs of the Shaw­
antle, acquainted them with our bufinefs at 
01Jondago, a compliment they were fo well 
pleafed with, that they gave us thelohay, a 
particular Indian exprellion of approbation, and 
which is very difficult for a white man to imi­
tate well; after half an hour's grave difcourfe 
feveraI of them went to catch the horfes, and 
one of the principal men made a handiome 
1peech, with a pleafant well compofed coun­
tenance, to our interpreter, to the following 
effea : 'That they were ienfible with what 
, an unwearied diligence he had hi therto been 
, inftrumental in prderving peace and good 
, harmony between the l1zdians and '¥hite 
( People, and that as they could not but now 
, commend the prudence and zeal with which 
( he had effected this laudable purpofe, fo 
, they earneftly entreated and fincerely hoped 
, he would ftill perievcre in the fame endea-
, yours and with the fame fueceis, and that his 
~ good offices may never be wanting on any 

future occ:lfion. 
The Sba'C:)aneje, or SiJa01t710IlS, as they are 

called by the Frend), are the fame people> the 
Six nations: and. at .New lark are called St!lt~l1as· , 
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they dwen upon the Hokio and to the 
fouthward of it, between whom and that of the 
GJerokees is a river iometimes called by that 
name. It was againft this ptople the fix na­
tions firft turned their Arms with fucceis, 
after they had fled before warlike Adar01t­
dacks, and having thus learn'd to conquer, ven­
tured to attack their hitherto viCtorious ene­
mies, who could not have fupported this war 
without the unexpeCted affiftance they received 
iI-om the Frmcb. 

After taking our leaves, we continued our 
journey to a large creek. 4 or 5 rod wide which 
wafhes on each ihore a charming country 
of rare foil as far as the river. On the other 
fide of this creek we rode through a deferted 
Town in the neck between them; a few miles 
more brought us to our dining place, and in 
the afternoon we turned our backs on this 
branch, and rode N. W. down a vaHey -20 

rods wide, wooded with pitch pine on the 
right h:.md and white on the left, the Rmt be4 

tween; then N. W. by \\T. by the fide of a 
hill and bottom of white pine, down which 
we rode .2 hours, upon better land, the N. W. 
middling land, now up a hill N. W. to a point" 
a proipeCl: of an opening bearing N. then down 
the hi II to run, and over a rich neck lying be­
tween it and Ttadtltfghtolt bearing N. W. where 
we lodged within ab)ut So yards of a hunting 
;;abin, where there were 2. Men, a Squaw and a 
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child, the men came to our fire and made us a 
prefent of fame venifon, and invited Mr Heifiw, 
Shickatamy and his fan, to a feaft at their cabin. 
It is incumbent on thofe who partake of a feaft 
of this fort, to eat all that comes to their. 
fhare or burn it: now lVeiJar being a traveller 
was in titled to a double ihare, but he being 
not very weJl, was forced to take the benefit ofa 
liberty indulged him, of eating by proxy, 
and called me, but both being unable to cope 
\yith it, Lewis came in to our affiitance, not­
withfl:;::oding which we were hard fet to get 
down the neck and throat, for thefe were 
allotted us; and now we had experienced the 
utmoft bounds of their indulgence, for Lewis 
ignorant of the ceremony of throwing the 
bone to the dog, tho' hungry Dogs are gene­
rally nil1,lble, the llldimz more nimble, laid 
hold of it brit, and committed it to the fire, 
religiouily covering it over with hot ailies. 
This ieems to be a kind of offering, perhaps 
nrft fruits to the Almighty power to crave 
future fuccefs in the approaching hunting fea­
ion, and was celebrated with as much decency 
and more filence, than many fuperftitious ce­
remonies: the bigotry of the popiili miffiona­
rie? tempt them to compafs iea and land to 
teach their weak ProfeIites what they call the 
chriH.ian religion. To this I may ad-d another 
ceremony at bear bunting, as related by a 
cdcbratcd aut[HJr, this diverGon bcing~ in th~ 
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winter, when this animal is very fat, the greafe 
that f\vims on the'broth becomes a, perfea·pil, 
which the l!Zdialzs fr~quently drink untill 
they burft - As foon as the bear is 
killed, ! the hunter places the fmall end of 
his pipe in its mouth, and by blowing in 
the bowls, fills the mouth and throat full of 
fmoak, then he conjures the departed Spirit 
not to reient the injury done his body, nor to 
thwart his future fport in hunting, but as he 
receives no . anf\.ver to this, in order to know 
if his prayers have prevailed, he cuts the lig1-
ment under the bear's tongue, ifthefe ligaments 
contraCt and furivel up, being caft into the 
fire, which is done with great folemnity and 
abundance of invocations: then it is efreemed a 
certain mark,(as it rarely fails) that the manes 

, are appeafed. It was now time to r~turn to 
our fire where we laid us down to reft. 

The 13th, in the morning, the Indians re­
paid our vifit, and entertained us with a fa­
miliar converfation for half an hour at the fire. 
We then fetout up the creek, where Iobferved 
three noble white pine trees, with many large 
green concs hanging on the top and fide branches 
avel: the creek, which was three rods broad and 
pretty deep, had thefe been ripe I know not 
how we ihould have got at them, as they 
were at the extremity of large branches, that 
hung over the Water, on which part of tIte 
branch rh(;'y generally grow. Soon after we 
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came to a fpacious level of midling land, 
oak, and pine, next to a large rich bottom, 
and at the upper end : 0 an extenfive grove of 
white pine, after this a grafIy plain of :'0 acres~ 
then round the end of a hill, and along a val­
ley, and run N. by W. high timber- and good 
land on the hill fide N. then W. and laftly, at 
half an hour after 8 N. here our I11dians fhot 2 

young deer. The land and timber good, brown 
foil, and the :fl:ones flat and gritty. From 
hence going over a hill we faw a gap N. N.W. 
and deicending down a freep part of the hill 
to the head of a ftoney brook and hollow, 
we made our way through it, it was full of 
fpInce and white pine; at the bottom we 
killed a rattle fnake, then croffed the brook 
and traverfed a rich bottom N. N. E. the 
upper end pine, [pruce, oak, laurel, poplar 
and chefmit, fome limes, ftoney and brovm 
foil, feveral times croffed the creek and over 
rich bottoms and ftoney hill fides with laurel, 
pine, fpruce and f\vamps, tili to'vyards night. 
On the north fide of a deep ftoney yet rich 
foil, I found roots of Gil1Je1Jg; at night we 
lodged by a creek. and the two litditZ1zs that 
feafted with us, who accompanied us to the 
Cqyuga branch. 

, The 14th,' Having forded the creek we 
kept generally a N. N. E. courfe, moftlyalong 
rich bottoms interfperfed with large fpruce 
and, white pine, oak, beach and plane tree, 

,.inieng, 



[ 27 J 
ginfeng, and many more. We fioequently pafTed 
the creek (which was very {hong) for the 
mountains often clos'd on one fide; it was big 
enough to turh two mills. At 9 o'clock the 
i1tdialJS fifhed for trout, but caught none, be­
ing provided with no other means of taking 
them but by poles fharpened at the end to 
firike them, and the water deep: at the foot 
of a hill we crofTed the creek once more, and 
rode along a fine bottom, filll of great wild 
nettles. The timber was fugar birch, fugar 
maples, oak and poplar, our courfe N. W. 
continued till after I 2 'dock, then followed 
the eaft branch N. N. Eo about a mile, all a 
rich bottom where we found a LichiJtg Pond, 
where we dined, the backs parts of our coun­
try are full of thefe lichingponds, fome are 
of black fulphureous mud, fome of pale clay, 
the deer and elks are fond of licking this clay, 
fo that the pond becomes enlarged to:a rood or 
half an acre, the foil, I fuppofe contains fome 
faline particles agreeable to the deer, who 
come many miles to one of thefe places, there 
had been a great eik there that morning, but 
the l,zdialtS told us that many years ago fome 
hldians quarrelled there, in the fquable one 
loft his life, and that this made the deer keep 
from thence for many years. 

Now traveling up the run eaft, we left it on 
the right hand, to go up a hill covered with 
fi)ruce, oak fpruce, lawrel, opulus, yew, with 
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ginfeng and ataliafhum in abundance, thed 
kept generally an eaft courfe, having feveral 
hollows and freep afcents and over many 
boggy rotten places, fome laurel and very 
high timber, then down the fide of a bill to 
an . old beaver dam, over which we paffed; 
and then over a large level of very good 
ground, tall timber and abundance of leather­
bark or thymelea, which is plentiful in all this 
part of the country. Our lodging was in this 
fpacious flat. 

The lsth, 'Ve fet out aN. E. courfe; and 
paffed by very thick and tall timber of beach~ 
chefnut, linden aili, great magnolia, fugar­
birch, fugar-maple, poplar, fpruce and fame 
white pine, with ginfeng and maidenhair; 
the foil black on the furface, and brown un­
derneath, the frones a brown grit, the way very 
uneven over fallen trees, abundance of hollows, 
and heaps of earth, turned up by the roots 
of proftrate timber: hence it is that the fur­
face is principally compofed of rotten trees, 
roots, and mofs, perpetually 1haded, and for 
the moil: part wet, what falls is conil:antly 
rotting and rendring the earth loofe and fpungy; 
this tempts abundance of yellow wafps to 
breed in it, which were very troublefome 
to us throughout our journey, on the branches 
of Sufquebanah our courfe this day was gent:­
rally eaft, and we got through this difmal 
wildernefs about two h0urs before funfer, and 
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came to oak arid hickery land, then down a 
fteep hill producing white pine to a creek called 
C011:'ltria a branch of Towi1ltobow, where we 
lodged in a bottom producing ginfeng, farea­
parilla mcdiola, maidenhair, darallia, pal1ax:, 
illitela, chriftophoriana, with white, red and 
blue berries; we had a fine warm night, and 
one of the Indians that had fo generouny 
feafted us, fung in a folemn harmonious man~ 
ner, for feven or eight minutes, very different 
ii-om the common lndialz tune, from whence 
I conjectured it to be a hymn to the great 
fpirit as they exprefs it. In the matning I 
asked the Interpreter what the IndiaJt meant 
by it, but he did not hear him, and indeed I 
believe none of the company heard him but 
myfelf, who wake with a little noife, f<lrdy 
fleeping found abroad. 

The 16th, We began our journey up a little 
hill, fteep and fomewhat flaney, and then 
through oak, chef nut, hucklebenies, and 
honey ftlC k les , the land poor, fometirnes white 
pine, fpruce and lawrel; thus far N. but at 
half an our after [even N. E. through a great 
white pine, fpruce hvamp full of roots, and 
abundance of old trees lying on the ground, 
or leaning againft live ones, they frood fo 
thick that we concluded it almoft impoffible 
to :/hoot a man at 100 yards diftant, let him 
frand never fo fair. The firaight bodies of 
thefe trees flood 10 thick, a bullet muil: hit 
one before it could fly leo yards, in the moft 

open 



[ 30 ] 

qpen part. At half an hour after nine, we rode 
down a fmall hill, and croifed a fmall ruri; 
then dimb'd a fieep hill df oak land,and by 
ten to a large creek called Uskbbo, theri round 
the point of a hill, IDidlihg land, and up 
the fide thereof which was godd, and 
down the other fide very fleep tb a Run, 
with good corn land to the top of a hill, in 
fight of the eaft branch of 8tt/quebaltdh, fa far 
\ve had pale day land from the wilderbefs, 
though blackiih on the flirface, for z, 3 or 4 
inches, then down half a mile on a moderate 
defcent, good oak and hickery land to a large 
rich graffy and weedy bottom; 40 rood wide~ 
producing elm; birch, lirJden, lotus, white .. 
walnut, and very large white pine, where the 
land is a little higher than corhmon; at the 
upper end of this bottom we dined at half an 
hour after 12, we fet out again at ':3, courfe N. 
along a ft:eep hill fide, full of excellent flat 
whet-frones of all fiies, froin half a foot, to 4 
feet long, and from 2. inches to a foot wide, 
and from half an inch to a foot thick; I brought 
one home which I have ufed to whet iny ax, 
fcythe, chizzels and knife, and i3 yet very little 
the worfe for wear, it is as fine as the Englijb 
rag, but of a blackifh colour: this lafled two 
miles clofe to the ri ver which is here 100 yards 
wide, and deep enough for flat-bottomed boats, 
then we came to a very rich low land, moil: of 
the way N. N. E. to the Cayaga branch, near 
lOO y~lrds wide which we .croffed, then rode 
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near a mile to the town-haufe, bearing N. thi$ 
town is called Tohicon, and lies in a rich nec~ 
between the branch and main river: the India1zs 
welcomed us by beating their drum, as foon as 
they faw us over the branch, and continued 
beating after the En,glifo manner as we rode to 
the houfe, and while we unfaddled our Horfes, 
laid in our luggage and entered our felves: the 
Haufe is about 30 foot long, and the fineR: 
of any I j~w among them. The Indians cut 
long grafs and laid it on the floor for us to fit 
or lie em ; feveral of them came and fat down 
;l.l1d finoaked their pipes, one of which was 
fiK foot long, the head of fione, the ftem a 
reed, after this they brought victuals in the 

'ulual manner: here I ob1erved for the firR: 
time in this journey, that the worms which 
had done much mifchief in feveralparts of our 
Province, by deftroying the grafs and even 
corn for two fummers, had done the fame thing 
here, arid had eat off the blade of their maize 
and 10:Jg white grafs, fa that the ftems· of both 
frood naked 4 foot high; I faw fome of the 
naked dark coloured grubs half an inch long, 
tho' moft of them were gone, yet I could 
perceive they were the fame that had vifited 
us two months before; they clear all the grafs 
in their way, in any meadow they get into, 
and feem to be periodical as the locufis and 
caterpillar, the latter of which I am afraid 
will do us a great deal of mifchief next fum­
mer. Here one of our h':>fts at the hunting 
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q::abin left us to go up this branch to his own 
~ountry, that oftheCayagas, this night it rained 
a little, and tte IJl.Orning was very foggy. 

17th. Day, we croffed the neck to the eaft 
branch of SZljquehal'lah, up which we trav~lled 
~long a rich bottom of high grafs and woods oJ 
a fine creek, then over oak and pitch pine lan~ 
to a fivampy run and fine meadow ground~ 
then eaft through ,white and pitch p~ne, oak" 
Nckery and hazel bottom, and fo N. E. to 
the river, where grew"a white pine clore to th~ 
wat~r, with four green cones on, ftill we kept 
N. E. at 10 bore S. Here the river turned 
thu~, occafioned by fome high barren moun­
tains on the other fide, whofe fides came clofe 
to it, and turned the ftream in this crooked 
manner. We travelled through a :fine vale of 
pine land. Here was a place where the 11zdi~, 
t:J1ts had been a pawawi1lg. They cut a parcel 
of poles, which they frick in the ground in, 
a circle, about the bignefs of hop poles, the cicrlc 
about five foot diameter, and then bring them 
together at the top, and tie them in form of 
an * oven, where the co~jurer placeth himfelf;, 
then his affifiants cover the cage over clofe 
with blankets and to make it :fI:ill more 
fuffocating, ho~ frones are rolled in; after 
all this the prieft mua cry aloud, and agitate 

his 
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hi~ body after the moil: violent manner, till 
nature has almoft loft all her faculties before 
the frubborn fpirit will become vifible to him, 
which they [::;.y is generally in the fhape of 
fome bird. There is ufually a ftake drove into 
the ground about four foot high and painted. 
I fuppofe this they defign for the wi1zged airy 
Bei1tg to pnch upon, while he reveals to the 
invocant what he has taken fo much pains to 
know. However, I find different nations 
have different ways of obtaining the pretended 
information. Some have a bowl of water, 
into which they often look, when their 
frrength is almofr exhaufted, and their fenfes 
f~iling, to fee whether the fpirit is ready to 
an:l\ver their demands. I have feen many of 
thefe pl::tces in my travels. They differ from 
their i\veating coops, in that they are often 
far from water, and have a ftake by the cage, 
yet both have a heap of red hot frones put in. 
at I I we dreffed our dinner, and found an 
Indiarz 1,y the river fide, refting himfelf; all 
his provifion was a dried eel ; this he made us 
a prefent of, and we gave him a iliare of our 
dinner. Their way of rOq,fring eels is thus ; 
rh(y cut a frick about three foot long, and as 
thic1c as one's thumb, they [plit ~it about a 
foot down, alip when the eel is gutted, they 
coil it between the two fides of the frick, 
and bind the top clofe, which keeps the eel 
fiat, and then Hick one end in the ground be­
fore a good fire. 

F At 
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At half an hour after one we fet out, mid .. 

dling oak land but fiony, yet no great rocks; 
at 2. N. E. then N. good land, a rich bottom 
and flat fiones on rifing ground; we croired 
the Owagmt branch about thirty yards wide~ 
Then half a mile to the town fo called, where 
we lodged, there is very good land in this 
neck between the branch and main river. A 
little before fun-fet I \valked out of town to 
regulate my journal; but the gnats werefo 
troublefome I could not reil: a minute. They 
bit my hands [0 cruelly I was forced to give 
over my purpofe. Thefe are fo troublefome 
from fun-riung to fun-fetting that we could 
not reft while we were eating our' victuals 
without making [cveral .fires of wet ltaves 
round us to keep them off. 

18. This morning \ve fent an IIlC/jazz with 
a firing of Wampum to OJ!ondago, to acquaint 
them with our coming, and the bufineis we 
came about, that they might fend melTengers 
to the feveral nations to haften their deputies 
to meet them as foon as pailible, for this 
town 1erves the five nations as Badelt does the 
thirteen cantons of Switzerfmtd, with this 
difference, that 01101zdago is at the fame time the 
capital of a canton. 

VI e fet out at half an hour after 9, and 
travelled till 6; this day our general courie 
was N. and N. W. having fine level rich land 
mon of the way, and tall timber oak, birch, 

beecl~ 
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beech, aIh, fpruce, linden, elm and herb 
hierophilon, hepatica and maidenhair in abun­
dance. We lodged by Fr07tt Creek in a lja­
tious vale, anll it looking like rain, we made 
uS a cabbin of ipruce C bark, but no rain 
came. 

I 9. We rode over good level land : after 
'we came to very f\vampy bottoms, thickets 
and· hills of ipruce, and white pine; here 
were three ridges of ficep hills that run nearly 
E. and W. and with difficulty we rode over 
their fleep cliffs, which proje8:ed eloie to the 
creGk. We were [everal times obligl!d to 
ford it backwards and forwards. Se\'eral runs 
come into the creek on both fides from be­
tW'een the mountains, Now we came to moft 
excellent level ground, tban which nothing 
can be more fruitful, full of tall timber, fugar, 
maple, birch, linden, aih, and beech, and 
ihrubs, as opulus, green maple, hornbeam, 
hama m elis, iolanum, goofl:erries and red cur­
rans triphilum iliabundance. Here we dined 
by a pl'eafant creek and choice land. After 
dinner we foon began to mount up a pretty 
fleep hill, covered with oak, birch, aih, and 
higher up abundance of cheinut and fome 
hickery. This is middling land, the produce 
the fame for three miles as our land beafs 
with us. It lies very high, and when cleared 
will h~ve an cxtenflve profpeCl: of feictile 
v;;tles on all fides. \Ve then rode down a long 
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r;ch hill of moderate defcent, where grew abun'" 
d mee of goofeberries, all the trees were 
Gouded with wild pigeons, which, I fuppofe, 
breed yn thefe lofty ihady trees. 1 found rna .. 
ny fofIlls on this hill. 

Another fertile valley welcomed us at the 
bottom, over which travelling a mile we 
lodged at a Rzt1t, which our Indians told us 
emptied into the lake 01ltario; if fa, it muB: 
run into the C{I,yuga river, and fo to Of we go. 

20. We continued our journey in this plea­
fant vale until we afeended a hill, beyond 
which a !Jant brought us to two ponds that 
run into a branch of Sufquehallah; croiling 
this we joined a part from the Carugas coun­
try; then over a rich level to another branch 
big enough to turn a mill where we crofTed it. 
It was now three-quarters after 10, then 
good land to half an hour after 12 yet no 
hickery nor oak, but elm, fugar, maple, 
beech, bjrch, white walnuts, hop, hornbeam, 
and abundance of ginfeng. After dinner we 
paired a branch of the great Sttfqueha1Zah, 
down which lake canoes may go quite to where 
the ri\'er is navigable for boats. On the 
ban!cs ,I found the g~lle like the E'VtropeaJt. 
~hlS 18 the neareft branch of 8uJquebanah 
flver ~o that of OJ1011dago. Leaving this on 
our nght, on our lett we perceived a hill 
where the b!diatts, fay ]"dimt corn, tobacc~ 
and fqualhes were found on the following oc-

calion: 
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caGon : An Indian (whop wife h(ld eloped) 
came hither to hunt, and with hi3 skins to 
purchafe another here, he efpicd a young 
fquaw alone at the hill; going to her, and 
enquiring where :the tame from, he received 
for ani\ver, that :the came from heaven to 
provide ftlfl:cnance for the poor lttdiaJls, and 
if he came to that place twelve months 
after he :thould find food there. He CJme 
accordingly and found corn, fquafues and to­
bacco, which were propagated from thence 
and fpread through the country, and this filly 
fiory is rdigioufly qeld for truth among them. 
Our way hence, layover fine rich level land 
as before, but when we left it, we enter'd a 
miferable thicket of [pruce, dpulus, and dwarf 
yew, then over a branch of Sufqttehtmah, biG 
enough to turn a mill, came to ground as 
good as that on the other fide the thicket; 
wen cloathed with tall timber of iiJgar birch, 
fugar maple, and elm. In the afternoon it 
thunder'd hard pretty near us, but rained liu:k : 
We obferved the tops of the trees to be fa eloie 
to one another for many miles together, that 
there is no feeing which way the clouds drin>, 
nor whicb \'lay the \y-ind lets: and it feerns 
almoil as jf the fun had never fhone on the 
ground, Lnce the creation. A bout fun fet 
it cleared up, and \ve encamped on the laff: 
branch of Sufqtlehaltah, the night following it 
thundred and rained very faft, and took us 

at 
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at a di1advantage, for wehad made no fhe1ter 
to keep off the rain, neither could we fee it 
till juft over our heads, and it began to falL 

One of our India11s cut 4 fticks 5 feet Ion g, 
and fiuck both ends into the ground, at 2 foot 
difiance, one from another; over thefe he fpread 
his match c:oat and crept through them, and 
then fell to finging: in the mean time we were 
fetting poles flantwife in. the ground, tying 
others crofs them, over which we fpread our 
blanket and crept clofe under it with a fire 
before us and fell faft afleep. 

I waked a little after midnight, and found 
our fire almoft out, fa I got the hatchet and 
felled a few faplings which I laid on, and made 
a roufing fire, tho' it rained fibutly, and laying 
down once more, I nept found all night. 

21ft, In the moroingwhen we had dry'd our 
blankets, we kept along the fide of a hill, 
gradually afcending, the foil good, timber 
tall, and abundance of ginfeng; here the mui: 
quetoes were very troublefome, it being foggy, 
thence proceeding down a long gradual defcent 
on good rich foil with tall timber, fugar, ma­
ple, chefnnt, cherry, linden and elm, \ve tra­
veried a large valley and rivulet, then rode up 
a little fteep hill where we ftopped at half an 
.hour after eleven, this hill was a little fand y, 
with fome large pines growing upon it; here 
we walked and looked about us, h:1Vino- not 

b 
had [uch an opportunity for two days, during 

which. 



[ 39 ] 
which time we had a fine profp~a over tI~e 
vale of the great mountain we had juft croffed~ 
and which differed fo }:emarkably from all I 
had ever been upon before, in: irs eafy and fruit­
ful afcent and defcent, in its great widtn, 

. ei"ery where crowned with noble qnd lofty 
',voods, but above all, in its being intircly free 
from naked rocks and freep precipices. . . 

From thefe remarks, one might be naturally 
led to imagine, that the Waters at the flood 
gradually ebbed and retired on each fide, to­
wards the ri\-er St. La'iL'YmCe and Su[queha1tah, 
the very next ridges on either fide being nar­
rower, fieeper, and fome rocks wafued bare, 
and fo all the adjacent ridges the farther they 
are from this, appear to be more wa:lhed, more 
com pofed of great banks of craggy rocks and 
tremendous precipices, the foil more carried off, 
rnigbty rocks tumbled down, and thofe leftap­
pearing as if piled up in a pyramid and hereby 
yrderved from a :lhare in the awful ruin below 
among their feHows; the foil being fo per­
feCtly waihed from their root, as evidently no 
longer to fupport them. After havinf; enjoyed 
this enchanting profpecr and entertaining hypo­
thefis, we defcendcd eafily for feveral miles, 
oyer good land producing 1ugar-maples, many 
of which the lttdians had tapped to make 
fugar of the fap, alfo oaks, hickery, white 
walnuts, plums and fame apple trees, full of 
huit; t~l'':: lttdicJ,JJs had fer long bullies all round 

the 
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the trees ~t a little diftance, I fuppofe to keep 
the linall children from fiealing the fruit before 
they \-vere ripe: h~re we halted and turned our 
horfcs to grafs, while the inhabitants cleared a 
~abin for our reception; they brought us 
vi8:uals, and we diipatchcd a meffenger im­
mediately to Olto1tdago to let them know 
how near we were, it being within .<.} miles. 
All the India7ts, men, women and childreq 
cam~ to gaze at us and our horfe:;, the little 
boys and girls climbed on the roofs of their 
pbjns~ about ten in number to enjoy z. fuller 
view? we fet out about ten, and travelled over 
good land ;:t11 the way, mofily an eaiy deicent, 
tome lime-fione, then dO\\"n the eaft hill, over 
ridges of lime-Hone rock, but generally a mo,:, 
derate dclCent into the fine \'ale where this 
capital (if I may fo call it) is fituated. 

VIc alighted at the council houfe, \yhere 
the chiefs were already afL-mbled to re­
c:ive us, which they did with a grave chear~ 
ful «)mplaifance, according to their cuftorn; 
they fhev,r'd us where, to lay our baggage, and 
repofe our~dves durmg our flay with them; 
which was 10 the two end apartments of this 
l~rge houfe. The Iltdiatts that carpe with us, 
were placed over againft us: this cabin is about 
80 feet long, and 17 broad the common - , 
paffage 6 feet wide; and the apartments on 
each fide ,~ f~et~ raifed a foot above the paffage 
by a longl:lphng hc\'\ed fquare, and fitted 
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with joiirs that go from jt to the back of the 
houfe; on thefe joifrs they lay largc pieces of 
bark, and on extraordinary cccafions lprcad 
matts made of ru{be~, this fJVOUf \ve .h8.d; on 
thefe floors they fer or lye down everyone as 
he will, the apartments are dividd hom each 
other by boards or bark, 6 or 7 foot long, 
fi'om the lower fleor to the llDfcr) on ,\\' hich 
they put their lumber, when th'cy have eaten 
their hOl1lony, as they fet in each apartment 
before the fire, they can put the bowel over 
head, having not above 5 foot to reach; they 
fet on the floor fometimes at each end, but 
mofily at one: they have a ihed to put their 
wood into in the winter, or in the il1mmcr, 
to fet to converfe or play, that has a door 
to the fouth; all the ficle~ and roof of the cabin 
is made of bark, bonnd faft to poles [,ct in the 
ground, and bent round on the top, or i~t 
aHatt, for the roof as we fet our rafters; over 
each fire place they leave a hole to kt out the 
finoak, which in rainy \Veathcf, they cover 
with a piece of bark, and this they can eauly 
reach with a- pole to puih it on one fide or 
quite O\'er the hole, after this GlOdd are molt 
of their cabins bui 1", fi gurc annexed. 

The fine vale C'f Q;ZOl!c!ago runs IV1rlh and 
fouth, a little il1dining to the \VC1--:;:~ and is 
near a mile wide, \\-herc the town j:~ fltuated 
and excellent loil, the river that di\'iJes this 
charmi;lg V:lIe, is 2,.3 or"} foot deep, vey 
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full of trees fallen acrofs, or drove on heaps 
by the torrents. The town in its prefent frate 
is about 2 or 3 miles long, yet the fcattered 
cabins on both fides the water, are not above 
40 in number, many of them hold 2 familieB, 
but all ftand fingle, and rarely above 4 or 5 
near one another; fa that the whole town is a 
frrange mixture of cabins,interfperfed with great 
patches of high grafs~ bufhes and ihrubs, fome 
of peafe, corn and fquaihes, lime-ftone bottom 
compofed of fofills and fea fueHs. 

It feems however, to have been more can .. 
fiderable when it became a conqueft to the 
arms of L£wis 14th, at which time it muft 
have been more compaCl:, for hiftory relates 
it to have been ftockadoed. The Count de 
Frolltenac governor of Cattada, at the head 
of the maR numerous army the French ever 
drew together in N.. America, had the fatis­
faction in 1696 of triumphing over the ailies of 
01lo1ldago, \\7 hofe inhabitants terrified with 
what they had heard of bombs, and generally 
unwilling to hazard a fet battle, had already 
abandoned their houfes after [etting them afire. 
whatever glory the grand monarque might 
reap from this exploit, it is certain he gain­
ed - no other ad\rantage, as. a longer fray 
fiufi have inevitably ftarved the army, fo its 
precipitate retreat helped our it"diatts to an 
opportunity of taking their revenge by cutting 
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of every Hragling canoe, in their return by 
water to Monreal. 

At night, foon after we were laid down to 
fleep, and our fire aimoft burnt out, we were 
entertained by a comical fellow, difguifed in 
as odd a chefs as Indiaiz folly could im'ent; 
he had on a clumfy vizard of wood colour'd 
biack, with a nofe 4 or 5 inches long, a grining 
mouth fet awry, furniihed with long teeth, 
round the eyes circles of bright brafs, fur­
rounded by a larger circle of white paint, 
from his forehead hung long treifes of buffaloes 
hair, and from the catch part of his head ropes 
made of the plated husks of l,tdiaft corn; I 
~atmot recolleCt the whole of his drefs, but 
that it W'lS equally uncouth: he carried in one 
hand a large fraff, in the other a calabafh with 
finall frones in it, for a rattle, and this he 
rubbed up and down his ilaff; he \vould 
lometimes hold up his head and make a hide­
ous noife like the braying of an afs; he came 
in at the further en,i, and made this noife at 
firft, \\f:lether it was becaufe he would not 
fiJrpriie LlS too fiJddenly I can't fay: I ask.'d 
COl1rad rr:ifer, who as well as myfelf lay 
next the alley, what noife that was? and Shic­
ktj!atrtj' the illdimt chief, our companion, who 
I fuppofed, thought me fomewhat fcared, 
called Ollt, lye frill )'ohl't, I neyer heard him 
lpeak 10 mucb plain Ll1g!iJb before. The jack­
Fldding prc1cnrly came up to us, and anI1zdiatt 
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j~ "Q'11(" with him and kindled our fire, t?at 

VJ~ ~.it,b:: jee his glittering eyes and an,tIck 
1c;>:'1l'm;-es <1:; he hobbled 10u!1d the fire, fometimes 
Ec \v rld turn the ButTaloes hair on one fide 
rhYf'Ve might take the better view of his ill-
:.lOured phLyz, when he had tired himfelf, 

whirh was fometime aft-er he had well tired us, 
the boy that attended him ftruck: .2 or 3 iillart 
blo'J.'s on the floor, at which the hobgoblin 
feemed ftlrprifcd and on repeating them he 
jumped fairly out of doors and difappeared, 
I illppo{e this was to divert us and get forne 
tobacco for himfeIf, for as he danced abou~ 
he wouL~ hold out his hand to any he came 
by to receive this gratification \Y hich as often 
as::my one gal'c him he would return an :l\\'l~­
ard cO!1}nlimCt1t. By this 1 fonnd it no new 
diveriio~ to any 11l't my 1C1f. In my whim 
I faw a Vi7:2rd of this kind hang by the fide 
of one of their cabins to another town. Af­
ter thi3 farce we ence2YiJured to compofe our­
lelYc3 to {lee,) but tmvards morninp- was 2i?ain 

i 0 u 

difiurbcd bv a drunken SM!(fw comin r into 
~ ~ 0 

the cabin fi:equently complimenting us and 
finging. 

12(!. \vas a fuowcry dJ.Y, and we ftirrd 
little Ollt. 

~·3d. \\c hiI'd a guide to ~o with us .to the 
faIt fpring, 4 or 5 miles off, do\vn the ri\'cr, 
.on the weit fide of it's mouth; being moit of 
the way toed land, and near the n:oc,th very 
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rich: from whence it runs weflward near a 
quarter of a mile, a kind of a fmdy beach ad.., 
joining to the bank of the river, containing 3 
or 4 acres. Here the i1tdia1ts dig holes, about 
2. foot deep, which ioonfilling with brine, they 
dip their kettles, and boil the contents, until 
the fait remains at bottom; there was a fami­
ly rdiding at this time. The boys in the 
lake fifhing, the Squaw fetching water, gather­
ing wood, and making a fire under the kettle, 
while the hU5band was basking himfelf on the 
:Cmd, under the bullies. We filled our gallon 
keg fLlll of water and brought it to Town, 
w here Vie boiled it to about a pound of faIt. 
Our guides took their arrows, made of reed and 
down to ihoot ftnall birds. About half way 
there is an excellent fpring of water, and by it 
a grove of Curboroitd? joining to a green fwamp, 
producing very high grafs. About a mile up 
the river from the lake, it runs by a fleep bank 
at the end of a high hill. The bank was fandy, 
and out of it run'd a brackiib water, which 
inclines me to think that there is a body of 
foiliI faIt here abouts, by which the plain is 
fLHniLed \'lith its intenfe faIt brine, and that 
it is the vapour thereof that congealJ to the 
traib and buihes that lye on the bank, and 
glitters like flakes of Ice, or Snow, in a Sun­
fniny qay. This day 2. deputies arri ved from 
theCa)ltfgas Country. 
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'1. 4th. Lewis and I hired a guide to go with 

us to Q(wego for 16s. OUf. intention was more 
to get proviuons for our Journey home, ~haQ 
to gratify OUi ;::urioGty. In the mean rime, 
COllrtld Hayed at OItC;:t!i~ZO, to treat with the 
lltdimz chiefs about the ~kirmifh in Virgiltia ~ 
with a view to incline them fingly in favour of 
om application, before they affembled in coun­
cil: and here I cannot help obferving, it wag 
[cucdy e'i"er known, that an hzc/iat'Z ~Chief or 
CotmcelJor, once gained fo far as to promife 
.him intereft, did break his promife, whatever 
preients have been offered him from another 
quarter. 

We travelled on foot to the Ono.1zdago lake, 
whence we had fetched the faIt water the day 
before, there we procured a bark canoe at hair 
an hour after eleven, then paddled down 
the lake, and reacbed the 10iver end in two 
hours courfe, N. \V. This lake the Frmch 
call Ga1zentaha; hence we went down the 
river. a mile N. big enough to carry a large 
boat, if the trees ·fallen into it where but car~ 
ried away, this brought us to the river from 
th" Ga)'ugacountry, near 100 yards wide, very 
frill, and fo deep 'ye could fee no bottom, the 
land on both fides very rich and low to with­
in a mile of the 07teido river, \yhere the river 
began to run :f\vifr, 'and the bottom became 
vifibJe, tho' at a good depth. At three o'clock 
v;c cJ.me to the laft mention'd river, down 
\vbic:h the /1o/;::J.), tr:Jc1er come to OJ('lfego, half 

a mile 
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a mile farther we came to a rippling, which 
carried us with prodigious fwiftnefs down the 
{hearn, foon after we encountered a feCOi1d, 
and a mile farther a third, very rough. In 
about an hour by the fun, after many other 
ripplings, "\YC found our [elves at the great fa11, 
the whole breadth of the river which is above 
100 yards wide and is eight or ten teet per­
pendicular: here we haw led our canoe ailiort, 
took out all our baggage, and carried it on our 
back a mile to a little town, of about four or 
five cabins; they chiefly fubfift by catching 
fiih and affifting the Alcalty people to hawl 
their BatealtS, and carry their goods rOllnd the 
falls; which may be about ten or t\yel'l"e poles, 
then they launch again into the river, and 
down the foaming ftream that furioufly on all 
fides dailies one half againfi the rocks, near a 
mile before they come to Hill w:1ter, and in­
deed, it runs pretty i\vift all the \vay to 0/ .. 
w~~oo Thefe I1tdimts were very kind to us, 
and gave us boiled corn and water melons, 
while they and our guide who \\'2S a relation 
fat over againft us in the jamc cabin, chewing 
raw lttdimz corn {talks, [pitting ont the iilb­
ftance after they flICked out the juice. But 
\ve could not yet underftand whether 'we \vere 
to go to the fort by land, or by water. In 
the morning they had catched fome flout eels, 
and a great hili t\\'o feet long, it was round 
and thick, they ftrike them wit~ long flender 

ihafts 
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fhaft!l 18 or 20 feet long, pointed at the erid 
with iron fee the fhapc. The 2 fplints of wood 
fpreadino- each fide, directs the point into the 
filh, which at a great depth it would be othe~ ... 
wife difficult to hit. I faw upon one of theIr 
canoes in the morning a large piece of bark. 
fpread a-crefs. On this lay gravel and fand. 
and on thefe coals and ailies, which I fuppofed 
had been a fire, and the gravel placed there 
to fave the barle And I took it to be a de· 
fign both to allure and fee to ihike the fifh. 

25th. Our guide, and ieveral other Itldians, 
lead us to the canoes belonging to the town, 
into one of which we got full of hopes of go­
ing,by water, but were much chagrin'd to :find 
ourfelves only paddled crofs the water, where 
we unwillingly took out our doaths, via:uals 
and blankets, and carried them on our backs 
following our guides, who were now increafed 
to three. We had 12 miles down the river by 
land, maR: of the way middling land, fome 
white pine and fpruce groves to pafs through, 
but moR: of the way in fight of the river 1 

which is very rapid moR: of the way to the 
lake. On the point formed by the entrance 
of the river, frands the fort or trading cafile, 
it is a frrong frone haufe, incompaffed with a 
Hone wall near 20 feet high, and 110 paces 
round, built of large fquared frones' very cu-

• .c: ' nous lor their foftnefs, I cut my name in it 
,,';ith my knife. The town confifis of about 

.70 log-
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70 199houfcs, of \vhich one half are in a row 
near the river, the other half oppofite to them 
, 1 

'on the other fide of a fair \vere t\VO fireets di-
vided by a row of pofts in the miciil:. Where 
each I~tdial'J has his houfe to lay his goods, and 
where any of the traders may traffick \vith him. 
This is finely an excellent regulation for pre­
venting the traders from impofing on the hi­
dia;zs, a pracriie they have been formerly too 
mnch guilty of, and which has frequently in­
volved the E1txiiJhcolonies in difficulties, and 
conila:1tly tend::d to deprec!Jtt us in the ef!:e::m 
of the natin:s; Who can fcarce1y be blamed 
for judging of a nation, by the behaviour of thofc 
with whom they have the moil intercourfe. 
a judgment I am forry to confefs that has (till 
lately) tended much to the making them in 
favour rather of the French, than Engli:lh. I 
freak of private perfons, not of the refpecrive 
government. The chief officer in command 
at the cafile, keeps a good look out to iee 
when the lrzdialts come down the lake with 
their poultry and funs, and fends a canoe to 
meet them, which conducts them to the came, 
to prevent any perfon inticing them to put a­
fuore privately, treating them \vith fpirituous 
liquors, and then taking that opportunity of 
cheating them. This officer feerns very carc­
full, that all quarreling, and even the leaft mif­
undcrfianding, when any happens, be quickly 
made up in an amicable manner, fince a fpeedy 

H 2ccc:m-
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accomodation can only prevent our counti)t 
men fi.-om incuring the imputation of injuftice; 
and the delay of it would produce the difagree. 
able confeqnences of an Indians endeavouring 
to right himfelf by force. 

Ojwcgo, is an infant fettlement itlade by the 
province of New-York, with the noble view 
of gaining to the crown of Great Britai1t the 
command of the 5 lakes, and the dependence 
of the 11ldialls in their neighbourhood, and to 
its fubjects the benefit of the trade upon them, 
and ot the rivers that empty themfelves into 
them. At prefent the whole navigation is carried 
on by the Indians themfelves in bark canoes, 
and there are perhaps many reafons for defiring 
it ihould continue fo for fome years at leaft; 
but a good engiiihman cannot be without 
hopes of feeing thefe great lakes become one 
day accuftomed to El1g1ijb navigation. It is 
true, the famous fall of Niagara, is an infur­
mountable bar to all paffage by water, from 
the lake Ontario, into the lake Erie, in fuch 
veifels as are proper for the fecure navigation 
of either; but befides, that bark canoes are 
carried on mens fhoulders with eafe, from erie 
to the other, as far as the paffage is impraCl:i­
clble: It will be much more eaiy to carry the 
goods in waggons, from the upper lake, 
mto the Huron or f2J!ato(Jhie lake the ftrait 
is rendered unnavigahle by the Sa1{~e St.Marie 
hnt a vdfd of confiderab1e burt hen may [;ail 

from 
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from the hither .end of the Erie lake, to the 
Qottom of the lake Alichigm., and for. ought 
we know, through all parts of the 3 middle 
lakes. Thefe lakes receive tqe w<].ters of many 
fIvers, that in fome places approach fa near the 
branches of the vail: river MijJtjJippi, that a 
~ort lanq carriage hlpplies the communication. 
And here to ufe the words of a moil: judicious 
writer, " He that reflects on the natural fiate 
" of that continent muil: opell to himfelf a 
" a field for trflffick in the fouthern pqrts of N. 
" America, and by the means Qf this river 
" and the lakes, the imagination takes into 
" view fuch a fcene of inland navigation; as 
" cannot be paralleled in any oth~r part of 
" the \vorld. " 

The honour of firft difcovering thefe ex~ 
tenfive freib water feas, is certainly due to the 
Fre1tch, who are at this time in po:(feffion of 
(ettlements at Fort POltchartrian, on the Urait 
between Lake Erie and the Lake Huron and 
at },1ijilimahi1tac: between the latter and the 
ilpper lake, but as thefe can give them noti­
tIe againil: the original inhabitants or the five 
1JatiollS, Conquerors of all the adjacent na­
tions, 10 it is Ijifficult to conceive by what ar­
guments thefe [mall pofts, inhabited by no fub­
jeCts of Fumcc but Joldiers, can be extended to 
O1zrk any poffeHion beyond the reach of 
their gun's, or land actually cultivated, ex­
c:pt by fuch as l1lufi: in title the crown of Great 
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Britaitt to all North America, both as prior 
diftoverers and prior planters, without a fubfe­
guent defertion. 

The traders from New Tork come hither~ 
up the .lIlohawks river, which difcharges itfelf 
into H1{djiJlts river; but generally go by l~nd 
from Atba1'Z)I, to ScheneClady about 20 mIles' 
from the Mohawks river, the carriage is but 
3 miles into the river that falls into the 0':' 
neido lake, which difcharges itfelfby the Oneida 
river, into theOn01tdago river, and brings their 
goods to Of we go in the manner I have before 
related. 

We came to the town about 12 o'clock, the 
commiffary invited us to the cafUe where we 
dined, together with the Doctor and Clerk. 
After dinner we had the fatisfaction of fwim­
ming in the lake OntarIO, which is fame times 
called by our Indians Cadarakitz? this is alfo 
the name of a french fort upon it, almoft op­
poDte to Ofi.Vego, N. it has 4 baftions built 
of fione, and is near half a mile in circumference; 
it frands where the waters of this lake are al­
ready formed into the river St. Lawrence, which 
makes a good road for great barks under the 
point of Cadarakin Bay. The famous and 
unfortunate Mr. De fa /iatt had two barks 
which remains funk there to this day. 

Thefe lakes are [aid to have a kind of flux: 
and reflux peculiar, fince it is affirmed to be fen­
fibly ebb and flood feveral tir:ncs in a quarter 
of an hour, tho' it be perfeCtly iinooth and 

fcarce 
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fcarce any wind' l But it is evident from the 
face of the earth, that the water of the lake 
01ttario is confiderably diminifhed and bas loft 
ground a great number of years, for the 
fuores above a mile within land, are abun­
dantly more low, as well as of a loofer tex­
ture then the foil beyond, whether this effeCt: 
is in common to all the waters on the 
earth, according to a conjeCture of the 
great Sir IjCltlC Ncwt01t: Or whether it be 
not at (leait in part) owing to the removal 
of fame great obftruB:ion, which by caufing 
a fall in the river St. Lawre'flce, might for­
merly pen the \vaters up to a greater height 
than now; or only to the gradual wearing 
away by the perpetual pailage of the water 
over thofe falls that frill fubfift: or to a ca­
filal ruin of fome part of one of them, I 
ihall . leave to the determination of a more 
able naturalift than myfelf. 
, The water was very clear and as cold as 
our river in May, it is well tafted and fup­
pofd to· be 12.0 miles broad, and near 2.00 

long, ftreaching N. N. W. but thismuft be an 
error, the common maps giving it a bearing 
to the Northward of the lake, but Mr. Bet/itt 
fhews us it lies E. and W. from the obferva­
tions ofP.Charlevoi x, on the exaEl:nefs of which 
he thinks he cannot too much relie, and Bet­
lin in his map of thde lakes has given it this 
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bearing. We lodged in the came in thq 
captains chamber. 

26th. Early in the Inorning I \valked out 
looking for plants, as I had done the evening 
before. I obferved a kitchen garden and a 
grave yard to the S. W. of the caftle;, which 
puts me in mind that the neighbQUfhood of 
this lake is efieemed unhealthful, we weH~ 
entertained by one of the traders, with whom 
\ve breakfafted; and bought of him fame 
dryed beef. And a gallon of Rl)rn we got at 
the caftle. The traders had difpofed of moft 
of their bifcuit and had packed up their 
proviiion, in order to return diret\:ly to AI ... 
fumy: howevcl", one of them went about tq 
the refl: and collelteQ us a good parcel of bif.. 
cuit, a kindnefs we w~re. very fenfible of. 
,i\fter breakfaft I regulated my journal, having 
.a convenient private room to do it in. We 
dined at the caftle, and at 3 o'clock fet out 
Jor Onondago. Two I1tdians helped to carry 
lome of olir baggage; the day was warm, the 
htdians walked faft. our load was heavy and 
we were fuffiCiently weary before we reached 
the town near the falls, which was ahout fun 
fet. Indeed we had the favour of fuady \~oods', 
all t.he way, we lodged where we did before. 
The Indian Sq~taws gOt very drunl; ami made 
a fad noife till morning. My fear leait our guide 
\vas d! unk alfo, added a goQCl deal t'J 3:1 indi£:, 
f'oEtion I was ifiz'd with i~1 the eve~ing, 

bu~ 
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but in the morning I found him and his coni .. 
panion, to my great joy ~ faft afleep by the 
outfide of the cabin. 

'J.7th, We fet out early and found oilf 
canoe fafe where we left it, and it was with 
much fatisfacrion that I entered it. At half 
an hour after ten, we got to the 11rft fall, above 
the great one, the Il1dia1ts brought the canoe to 
fuore and made fign for us to difembar k and 
walk along alliore, while they ftept into the 
river, and hawled the canoe up the fall abo'ut 
a quarter of a mile, by good land. We reim­
barked again, and at twelve came to the 01:ei­
do branch, up which the AlballY traders re­
tntn, after 2, or 3 months trade at Oj~C!ego­
Caflle. At 3 o'clock we entered the OllOlldago 
lake, the upper cnd of \vhicl1\ve gained by five, 
the land about the lake is pretty good and fame 

, large madhes and rich low ground mofily on 
l:ach fide, but here and there the hills come 
dofe to the water: I think it mun: be eight 
miles long and above one broad, very brackifh 
at the faIt plain; very deep in fome places 
hear the middle, but ihallow for 100 yards 
from the fhore. The hdimzs paddled the ca­
noe a little way higher up the ftream and might 
have brought us to the town, if the fallen 
trees had been removed; but whatever nature 

, has done for them ( and ihe is no where more 
bountiful) they are too lazy by any trcc:" 
ble of their own to improve; bl;t when com-
!Jelled by the mofi UfE'ent r;r:ccu;t\', I,V r; 
... II.....; of ... 
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We reached the town about fun-fet, equally 

pleafed with our having improved the oppor­
tunity fo well by f~eing Ontario .lake, and 
that we were returned fafe to the interpreter 
and India1$ Chiefs; thofe two 1aft days had 
been pretty warm: our, India1t guide was, a 
fullen, ilIIlatured, and I believe, a fuperftitious 
fellow. Every now ,and then as we, paddled 
up the river, he would with a compc:fed couri:­
tenance utter fomewhat pretty loud for about 
the fpace of two minutes at a time; w her her it 
was a magical incantation, or a prayer, I can't 
tell; I am fatisfied it was no fang, nor any 
[peech direCl:ed to us, or the Indian with him, 
for he [.~."med intire1y unmoved all the time. 

:2 8th, This was a rainy thundering warm 
day, and two deputies arrived from the Onei­
does. News came that the worms had de­
:fl:royed abundance of corn and grafs in Cal'tada., 
This night we were troubled with fieas, and 
what was worie, our men exceeding drunk and 
noify; our grievances in the day were more 
tolerable, being only women infefting us with 
their company and bawling, in great good 
humour, indeed I perceived to no quarrel 
while among them. 

:2 9th, Several more deputies arrived from 
the Titfl:aroroes, we went to vi fit a poor ema­
ciated IJtdiCl1t, who they faid was bewitched, 
he lived about a mile from the Cotmcil-HouJe. 

This 
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This day was warm, aQd feveral :lbO\vers paifed 
by to the fouthward. 

30th, Three of the Mohawks arrived, this 
pation dwells fartheil within the province of 
1Y.ew-Tork, and to the fouthward of the river 
known by their name ~, abundance of whites 
live among them, and as they are the beft 
+lcquainted with the manners of the Ellglijb, 
fo they have at all times :lhewn the moft fieady 
aff~aion to our people. I am forry to fay, 
their morals are little if at all mended by 
their fi"equent intercourfe \-\lith us Chriftians, 
tho' I am perfuaded it is not tlie fault of out 
religion but its profeffors, perhaps this may 
be efieemed a principal caufe why they are 
become lefs num~rous than any of their con~ 
federates. 

This morning after breakfaft, I went t~ 
the eail hill, and found a fine fpring on the 
weft fide, furrounded with Arhor Vitte, fame 
a foot diameter, this water is of fuch a petri­
fying nature, that "as it runs among the fallen 
leaves it incrufrs them and petrities in great 
froncs ~s big as one can well lift; there was 
a great piece of ground covered with them, 
which had turned the water-courfe ieveral 
times, I have feen three of thefe fprings in my 
travels-; one on the other fide of Potomack 
and one up DeJau.:ars at McmyiHks; this hill 
j:; good limefrone land, producing fugar rna .. 
pie, elms~ beech, and fome white pine, which 
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lail had then 3 or 4 cones, on 2 or 3 trees, but 
they were quite green. 

This afternoon the chiefs met in council, 
and three of them fpoke for near a quarter of a~ 
hour each, two of thefe wh,I-:: fpeaking, walked 
backward and forward in the common paf­
fage, near :2 thirds of its length, with a nov,;· 
even pace, and much compoiure and gravity 
in their countenance; the other delivered what 
he had to fay fitting in the middle, in a grace­
fill tone exhorting them to a clofe indiffoluble 
amity and unanimity, for it was by this per­
feB: union their forefathers had conquered their 
enemies, were refpcB:ed by t~eir allies, and 
honoured by all the world; that they were 
now met according to thf'ir antient cufiom, 
tho' feveral imminent dangers Hood in their 
way, mountaim, rivers, ioakes and evil fpiriu; 
but that by the al1ifbmce of the great Slirit 
they now faw each otbers faces according tr) 

appointment. 
This the interpreter told me was the opening 

of the diet, and was in the opinion of thde 
people abundantly fufficient tor one day, Gnce 
there is nothing they contemn fo much as 
precipitation in publick councils; indeed they 
cfieem it at all times a mark of much levity in 
anyone to return an immediate anf,ver to a 
ferious quefiion however obvious, and they 
confequently fpin out a Treaty, where many 
points are to be moved, to a great length of 

time, 
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t'me, as is evident from \vhat our confercnc...: 
wit~ them, produced afterward at L:,':c'Uhr 
begun the 22d of .June 17 -+.:J. 

This council was followed by a fcan, after 
4- o'clock we all dined together upon 4 greJt 
kettles of ll!:i'idlz cOin ioop, \vhich we <ioon 
eOil1ptied, and then every chief retired to his 
home. 

3I}1, In the morning, as foon as light, I 
walked out to look at our hodes as l1fiJal, 
and clore by a cabin fpied a knife almoH: 
covered \vith grJiS; I fuppofed it loft, but 
the ]1f{/im!s being not yet fiiring let it lie; 
a little after lun-rife I walked there again, 
and the Sqttcr;:) being at the door, ihewed 
her where it lay, at which 111e feemed ex­
ceeding pleaf.ecl, and picked it up immediately. 
As I came back to our cabin, I fpy'd:2 nztlimt 
girls at pby with beam, which they threw 
£loom one to the other on ~~ match coat ipreJd 
bet\veen them; as they were behind our ca­
bin, I turned to fce how they play'd, but 
they feemed much out of countenance, and 
nm off in an infiant: I obfervcd that the 11t~ 
dia/J women are generally very modefl-. 

About noon the council:Cn a 2d time, and 
our interorc:ter hild his audience, being charge 
by the go~ernor\vi[h the cmduu: ofthetreat'y. 
Conrad rrtil r had fIlgagcd the Illdiem fpcakcr 
to open the aflJir to the cbiefs a1Temblcd in 
council ~ he made J fpecch r':-'11 ha;f an hOllr, 

. I 2 a~d 
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and de1i\Ted 3 broad belts and 5 firings of 
lFampum to the council, on the proper occa­
fions. There was a pole laid a-crofs from 
one chamber to another over the paffage, on 
this their belts and ftrings were hung, 
that all the council might fee them, and here 
have the matters in remem brance, in confirma­
tion of w hlch they were deli vered: The can ... 
ference held till 3, after which we dined; this 
rcpaft confifted· of 3 great kettles of htdia1l 
corn ioop, or thin homony, with dry'd eels 
and other £lIh boiled in it, and one kettle full of 
young f(luafhes and their flowers boiled in 
water, and a little meal mixed; this diIh was 
but \\cak food, la ft of all was ferved a great 
bowl, full of i1/dian dumplings, made of 
new foft corn, cnt or fcraped off the ear, then 
with the addition of fome boiled beans, lapped 
well up in I12ditllt corn leaves, this is good 
hearty proviflon. After dinner, we had· a 
favourable ani\ver, coroborated by feveral belts 
of l{tunp1:m, with a ihort ipeech to each, theie 
we carried away as our tokens of peace and 
friendIhip, the harangue concluded with ;' 
cbarge to fit frill as yet, for tho' they had 
difpatched our bufinefs firft, it was not bed 
cauie they were weary of us, but to 
make llS eafy. This complement preceded 
other bufinefs, which Lifted till near fun fet, 
when we regaled on a great bowl of boiled 
cakes, 6 or 7 inciles diameter, and about 2 

thick, 
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thick, with another of boiled fqua:fh; foon 
after, the chiefs in a friendly manner took their 
leave of us, and departed everyone to his 
lodging: this night we treated two of the 
chiefs that lived in the council hall, \vhieh ai 

I mentioned, was our quarters; they drank 
chearfully, wi:fhing a long continuance of un~ 
interrupted amity between the htditl11S and 
Englijh. 

Augzif/ I. Six of the Al1ticoqtte I1tdians had 
an audience, but when they came to it, could 
not make themfelves underfl:ood, tho' provided 
with an inr-erpreter brought near 700 miles9 

(they faid more) but he could not unc!erfl:and 
the AjO/;CIWk Language, but only the Ddr"'.'(lY 
and middling E1Jgfijh, * fo they contri vcd he 
fhould direCt his fpeech to C01zrad ff7eijaF in 
E1tgliJh, and interpret this to the council. They 
gave broad belts of lFampm'll, 3 arm belts 
and 5 firings; one was to wipe clean all the 
blood they had ipilt of the five 'lations, another 
to raite a tumulus over theiT graves, and to 

pick 

.. p, C1J.1r/e~'c;.'.. perhaps from his own knowledge and the 
information he has receivld from his brother miffionaries, tell~ 
4lS, that the languages of the northern part of North America, 
are properly 3, (he SiC'"x or ]T"t!(i1!i./fiour. called by the Eng/iji':: 
Nor"-'),,),, the Algu:quin or Adir""dack, and the Huron or 225a­
toghie of which lall: he makes the Iroquois called by our author 
the M,ha'1d, a dialect; but adds, he knew not what b.nguage 
j, talked by the Chrrokees, whether the language of the A"te­
coqU(J be a di:llet1 of the lail: which is very pamble, or of the 
AJironJ4(k which I ok::: t~,e D"i",,'ar to be, I can't deter-
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pick out the fricks, roots or fto,nes, and mak~~ 
it finooth on the top, a third, to cleanfe the 
Itomach of th~ living from gall or any thing 
elfe that made them, Dck; a fourth ,was a 
cordial to chear up their fph-its;. a . fifth, to 
doath their bodies and keep them. warm, 
a fixth, to join them in mutual, friendihip, a 
feventh, to requeft them to let t~em fettle on 
a branch of SuIqehanah, another to intreat th~ 
5 nations that they would take a little care 
to protect their women from infults while out 
a hunting, and the Teft for fuch like purpo[es~ 
This hufinefs lafted 4 hours, then \\-e dined 
on htdimt corn and fquafh foop, and boiled 
bread. In the afternoon, I went on the 
wefiern mountain as I had the day before on 
the eafiem; it was very rich and ft111 of tall 
timbet qui te to the top, the trees were linden, 
elm, fi.;gar-mapIe, white walnut, oak, hitkcry 
and chdi1Ut, befidcs ginfeng, and moft fort of 
herbs that grow on our rich lir11e-fione land, 

Theie 2 days the wind was iouth and warm 
and fcverd ilibwers to the S. E. The COUilCit 

~net at 9 o'clock, and the kettles of foop and 
a basket of dumplings were brought in for 
our dmner; after dinner the .Allticoques de~ 
]iv-ned a belt and a firing of TfTampitm, \~-itH 
a complaint tbat the Mat)'Ial1ders had depofed 
their ki!1g~ and defired lea\-e to chure one fat 
themfdves: to this, as well as all the articles 
op~l1ed ycftcrday, the chids returned plaufible 

b:':. 
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but fubtil <lnf:vers; then they gave u.s 2 nrings. 
withal, tellin,g u.s" that now they had'thrown 
water on our fire, and we were at liberty to 
return home \Yhe~ we pleafed, they all took 
their lea\Te, and bid us adieu by fluking hands 
very kindly, and i(>emingly with much affec­
tion. This night the young men getting into 
~iquor, kept ihouting and finging till morn­
Ing. 

3d, \Ve prepared for fetting for\vard, and 
many of the chiefs came once more to take 
their f:1rewell; fome of them brought us pro­
~Tif1on for our journey, we fuook hands again 
l!1d fet out at 9. 
, ~t was greatly to my mortification, that I 
was forced to return for the mofr part the 
lame way I came. We had intended to go 
through the ldohl172:1::scountry to Albm0' , but 
our 21lJdia1H could not be perfuaded to go that 
\\" ay, tho' we offered to bear their charges, 
3nd the chiefs were not willing we fl10uld leave 
them to pafs through the wilderneis alone, 
as they came to gratify us and further our 
buDnefs. This day was fair, and the wind S. 
In the ~frernoon, we aicended that lovely 
mountain S. W. which divides the waters that 
render tribute to the great fl:reams of St. Latt­
reJ!ce and Sufqttehallah. We did not direaIy 
(Tofs the mountain, but rode a fmall wayan 
its fummit under the grateful fuade of thofe 
lofty trees rhflt every way adorn it, and 

after-
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afterwards we traveled feveral miles on it~ 
S. W. fide, where we enjoyed a fine profpetl: 
of a fpacious rich vale on our left hand. 00, 
this hill we faw a lime frone a little bigger 
than my head, which is rare in thefe parts. 

\Ve entereq the vale at 5, then croired a: 
rim and rode along a rich level for feveral 
iniles, and under the delightful protection of 
very tall trees that brought US to a creek, q 
branch of Suj'quebaJlab, where we lodged fur",: 
rounded by ginfeng 

4t/.;, This was a fine :lay, and our traveling 
cool, bcca111e i?ady, ?rd tbe goosberries being 
now r~pened, we were every now ~nd then, 
tempted to break off a bough and divert our­
iel ves with picking them, tho' on horie~ 
back. 

5th, This morning \vas dear and cool, anci 
now our jOl1rney w,u truly charming, it . is 
ic·arce pollible to think the advantage we had 
in returning from the fingle circumftance of 
being free from thofe fmall gnals that tor~ 
mented us in cur going fo grievollDy. But 
our return being mofily in the fame path, it 
will be needlcis to ddcribe the hnd Or its 
prod uctions again. 

61\ \V c fet out an hour befr:Ji:e funri[e, the 
'morning clear, at half an hour afi:er ten we 
reached OW(!gfm, 2nd turned our borte:> to 
graiS, while we n'1;:'T1Cd at a cabin. The 
,:"f,,iii(I:.: hroLlsht i:~ :', bwl of hCKklc-berries, 

tc 
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to flay our flomachs, and [oon alter a Luge 
kettle fi111 of :flnall homony boii'd in fhong 
venifon broth; this was noble entertainment, 
and too good to kn'e any. of. I heartily 
pitycd the po()r Sqf{rn.v, for I believe il1e had 
dreiTed it for herfelf and iCTcral children: ihc 
alia obliged us to accept of a fine piece of 
venitan to carry a\ny. Here we killed a rat­
tle filake, the fecand yve had ieen to day: at 
one we continued our journey through groves of 
pine of a fiupendolls fiature; the land mid­
ling far 2. miles S. \V. (0 the ri vcr, then a 
variable courie aver land of equal goadllefs, 
alk and hickery, lome bottoms rich; and by 
three we crafS'd a fine creek \vhere we ipyed 
a grey fql1irrel which our lIldia7t would ha\'e 
iliac, Iud it not been on the top of a white 
oak: here we found very ficny ground, great 
fl:oncs having been drove bv one common 
fo'ce, into a form like that of fiili [clles, 
yet this was a mile fi"om the river, and many 
yards perpendicular abon:: the bed of it, this 
may be the effects of the uni veri~ll dclLlge, or 
fome mighty torrent of water fince thJt, mull: 
have flowed over thefe {tones and wai11cd them 
thus bare. vV"e tr.li'clled till Jbout two hours 
by the filO, and then pitched by th~ river, 
which run full Vl. there \\as high barren 
mountains on the upper fide, h~i': the river 
\\"as deep and finooth enoLl<:lh t;")r JJt bottom'll 
ve11cls, 'i\ hich nUl:: us he~'rti!v willi tbJc v:e 

K . \n~i"e 
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wer.c in a (;anoe1 and our horfe8 at Shm:Jiokill, 
fer we dreaded the difmal \vilderneis between. 
Vv' e obfervcd here an old log, which the 
bears had cunningly turned to pick up the 
jiuils, beetles, and grubbs] that had crept under 
it tor !helter. 

71 h, We rod over middling land, producing 
oak, pine, and great magnolia, to the Tohic01t 
town on the Cq)'ugo branch; this place we ar­
rived at by noon but flayed there all night, 
frighted by icveral !howers that paifed over the 
mountains in fight: indeed it rained a little 
here, 1 walked to the branch after dinner, 
and found abundance of foffils on the banks, 
but the diflance of the way, and heavy load 
of our baggage, were an iniurmountable bar 
to my bringing any home. This day the 
AllticoqlfC interpreter that travelled wi th us fi-om 
OlloJldago, \\'ho left the path a little to hl1n~-, 
l1lisd cur traCt and hit upon an Indian town, 
.'3 miles up th~ b:-aneh, and there picking up a 
,)q!!,l:~' brought her with him. The chief 
man of the t ONn came to vifit m in a very 
friendly maCI1-:r, and our interpreter telJin-o-
1 'i l j b b 

11fT! wnere \';c 11~1( cen, \\ hat about, and how 
well we bad fucceedcd ; he tdtified abundance 
of fatisfadion tiL t pe~1ce \\'JS not like to be 
interrupted, he JdJcd, \\ he:1 he came home 
his .J:x::ople told him, Ill: InJ p:J.{fed through 
then- tO\,ll, b!Jt tint we J,ld not informed 
t!llll1 d om bllj;f)'i~. 

This 
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This furnifhes us \vith an infiance of the 

PUllCfiJio the 11ldia1ts eonftantly treat travellers 
with, the people though ear'neftly defiring to 
know our commiffion, would not take the 
liberty to ask. us. This night our fellow 
travelkr lodged with his oecaGonal wife in :l 

corner of our cabin, and in the morning 
would ha\Te taken her with him at our ex­
pence, to the great vexation of Mr Tf/tij;zr, who 
thought it intolerable that an intruder ihouJd 
gratifie his private' inclinations to the ihort­
ning; of our necdfary provifions, already in­
fufficient; as we did not take much pains to 
coo"ceal this refentment, he had determined to 
part with her, though with much regret, and 
accordingly left her ,,,hen we croKed the 
branch, giving her a farewell ihout; we 
heard this \vith much joy, and I believe it 
was as well for the parties. 

8th, W e continued our journey without meet­
ing any thing worth remarking, the ground we 
had paired rode over in our way out, and had 
lodged at the very creek we fpcntthis night at. 

9th. We travelled to a fine creek big enough 
,to drive two mills, we floped for this night at 
the foot of a great hill, cloathed with large 
.(I-laglloJia) :1 feet diameter and 100 fcet high; 
perieedy flraight, ihagbark-hickery, cheil1Ut 
and chef Gut oak. This is like a bridge be­
tween the N.E. and N. W. branches of Stt{­
quehauah: here is alia a fpring from whence 
the water fUns to both branches. 

K 2 loth, 
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loth Auguj, \Ve fet out, the fim haIrao 

ourhigh, travelled along a rich hill fide, where 
weobferv'd a pretty many rocks, then down to a 
Lickj1Zg~pttlCe by 8, where our intruder who was 
a good way before us fhotat an Elk, and having 
wounded him, pur[ued him feveraI hours. We 
waited his return till 2. o'clock, Lewis Evmzs 
took an obfervation here, and found the lat. 
41. a half. Set out again at 3, and travelled 
over fine rich ground by a creek where we 
lodged. I took a fancy to afccnd :2 thirds of 
the height of a neighbouring hill, in the way I 
came to abundance of 100Ie fiones,and verj crag­
gy rocks, which fecmed to threaten impending 
ruin, the foil was black and very rich, full 
of crc;}t \':ilcl ftine·inr! nettles, as far as I went 

<...' C) • I 

r rcdled down 1~'ver~.1 loofc fiones to make a 
{nth for my more expeditious return. This 
I fonnd t ',c IJir::':I'lH mucb difturbed at, for 
they [1id it would infallibly produce rain the 
I:2'xt day, I told them I hac! fi.lll.5cicnt experi­
ence, it fignified nothin~, ft)f it \\ as mv com­
mon pradice to roH dC\·,,11 Hones fi-om {he top 
ofen;-v iteep hill) and could not rccolk:':r ~)-lJ:: 
it eWi rained the next (13y, and that I was a1-
mon ("';re: to q'C;·;o\V would 1:>( a \'C1V fair day. 

"' \lV- 'c.'" " J IllY, ' C got out c;Clore illn r:1c, J.~d rode 
o·,cr very good bottoms of Li!!(i·Ct., Poplar ailli 
'EI'/l, \'.c kiiled a LoU le j11.:, kc, 3~d joon ;;.Ire)" 
1~l1nd a pJtch cf {'hi.';';,. , at 8 \ye 
c~mc to 8. crceI( ~vii1dinr.: fronl bet\veen the 
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mountains on the left, then along a level to 
another from the right, \vhich we cwifed to 
our former cabin" OllicIdy after we reached 
a bad hill, where I :firft found the GirtJeJZ(J in 
th s journey, the foi 1 was blac Ie and light, ~vith 
flat ftones facing the eaft, there we paired by 
9, then over a bottom of laurel and pine to a 
creek we had feveral times croffed, when ob­
ftrucred as frequently we were by hills, keep 
ing clofe to the water on the fide we were ri­
ding. At 10 we left this creek: for the fake 
0" a ihorter way than we came, for this pur­
poie we kept a S. courfe to the top of a high 
but very poor hill, which we reached about a qr. 
af[er eleven, and had a profpeCt frill to a gap 
we ,,'ere to pais to the river; the northfide of 
this hill was cloathed with tall fpruce, while 
pine and beech, the top with cheiimt, icrubby 
OJk, and huckle berries, the S. fide with fhrub, 
honeyfllckles ~{c. Om way was now over a 
poor pebble {toncy vale of laurel, fpruce :firr, 
pine) chefnut, and huckle berries, to a Rzt1l of 
water; where we dined on parched meal 
mixed \\'ith wac-cr. Vie left that place at half 
an kmr after (Inc, 2'ld loon found ourfelves 
much difircffd by the broad flat frones on the 
fide of the hill"~ ou:: "'{c.y layover. Our hor[es. 
cOllIe! hardly {bn,~I, l)clt even flipt on their fides 
on O~.1r l~ft a r iyule:: rufhe::l from a precipice, 
and the l1loun~Jins wefe fa Heep and clof: to 
its fides, that \'i_,xr::re ':)1)1 :df:e:1 to climb to the ,-' 

top 
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top of that on the weft; here we fuffered our 
horfes to reft while we gathered huckle berrie3 
to eat, we travelled on1:he top a good way aU 
ftony to the point, which was very narrow, and 
the Bat ftones on each fide turned up like the ridge 
of a houfe, this reminded me of Dr. Burnets 
'lIJeprj', and his ingenious 0pothejis, to account 
for the formation of mountains. The dcfcent 
'was moderate, the land _ middling, oak, chefnut 
~nd huckle-berries: we found a RUJl here and 
Iepofed ourfc!vcs for this night, having fupped 
on vcnifon, iliot by our INdians who left u:;. 

on t.he hill that evening. It was fair and plea­
fant, and the great green grais-hopper began 
to fiog (Catedidijl ) thefe were the firft I ob­
ferved this year. Before day break it began 
to rain, it lafied abont an hour and then ceaf­
ed. The ilJdians infifted that was eaufed by 
the Hones I rolled dO\vn 2 days ago, I told the 
AlItecoque 111dialls if their obiervations had 
any tmth it ihould have been the day before 
which was remarI, ably fair. To this he cuningl~ 
replyed, that our A!mallflCks often prognofti­
eated on a day, and yet the rain did not come 
within two days . 
. 12tb, This day, the land produced middlinO' 

(J,; ;.:, pitch, pine, and huckleberries, fometime~ 
1',~bblcc:md a fhallow foil. \Vedineclonvenifon 
(partly ;'l~r O\vn, and jllrtly o-ivcn us by the 
llldialts) at a dd(~rtcd tmvl1 a~llt 7 miles off: 
t~-jis is (1:: :·1 tht I rel!e/; U:':'.!l, fran1:l } Fmd, 
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woman who married a De/tt'71.Htr lttditZ1l, and 
conformed to the-ir manners; fue left ieveral 
children behind her, who were now come to 
look after thtir horfes and break the young 
ones. It rained very fail for an hour, and in 
the midfi of it about half a fcore of the 
5 Nations, who had been on the back of S. 
Carolilla to fight the Cat,zwb,/ s, paired very 
faft through the town with one poor femJlc 
prifoner, they ihol1ted couragioufly, but we 
learnt no particulars 'of this great enterprize: 
about 3 it cleared up, we- croITed the creek and 
travelled about 10 miles, moil of tLc w;:q 
good rich land, extenfive bottoms :llld high 
graiS: I fnv one lovely white L)clJ.'tlts S feet 
high. l"ear night it began to rain, and we 
made a b:1fk cabin, which kept us pretty dry, 
the rain continued all Iligbt with thunder. 

13th, It cleared up carly in the morning. V{ c 
moved forward to our tlrft cabin, where \VI: 

dir~ed on parched meJl, which is iL'!11C of the 
heft lndimts travelli ng provifion. We had of 
it 2 bags, each a gallon, from the ludians at 
01lOltdago, the preparation of it is thus. They 
take the corn and p:uch it in hot aibes, tiU 
it becomes brown~ then clean it, pound it in a 
mortar and fife it ~ this powder is mixt \vith 
lLigar. About 1 flr. ora pint, diluted in a pint 
of v,,-ater, is a hearty traveliIJg dinner, when 
100 miks from any inhQbitants: about 2 hours 
after feting out we came near the river. Here 

5 
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S of us rode o\'er a great rattle foake uofeen 
and unhurt. I perceived him juft as my 

.mare was over him; a little further \\'c 

fil\v another juft by us. We travelled till near 
iim fet, when 2 of our .htdimts were taken 
with a bad fit of an ague, this obliged us to 
encamp by the river, where our horks had 
excellent food. At about 20 rods from it I faw 
a bank much higher up,,.. being near 30 feet 
J.1erpendicular above the iurface of the water, 
raifcd gradually to this height by the freguer:t 
flooels, which·this wefiern branch ismuch fubjeCl: 
too. Thus by fand continually heaped upon the 
firm iJnd, it is become a firong [and bank. 

I 4tb, We paired through an old town, 
where \ve found plumbs, peaches, and noble 
clufters of large grapes growing, very decp in 
fand, left about them by the flood I menti­
oned juft now; a little farther the land was 
rich and 10\.v, covered with high weeds 
and grais, with locuft, linden, walnut and elm. 
the higher land with elm and oak. At I j 
o'clock we reached Sbamof:.i7t, here \'e boiled 
dUlI1plins al:d had plenty of water melons; we 
flayed all !11ght. 

Istl\ l';cx:t day by noon we came to .ldoho-
7i1·0)" \\ here we frayed dinner, in tbe afternoon 
\'. l' 1 (de .U\Tr fome ftony poor land, then pi­
ney, white oak, and fome middlino- land. . 

I fltb, TIJi, morning I was entel~aincd \\'ith 
tIll ?lh:fic.J hO\ding of a wo1t~ which J had 
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not heard for many years, but my companions 
were too faft afleep to hear it, we fet out early 
and by ,one had crafTed the 3 ridges of the btlie 
moumaills, and the 2 11)fUce vales, were the 
branches of Swatara ran, and dined in St. 
/1mbollYs Wtldernefs, as COZint Zinze1Zdor( has 
named it. We mounted again at 2 and ciimb­
ed up the S. ridge, a134 at the top let our horf­
es reft, for they were: l:over'd with fweat. In 
the mean time we lo~k'd for water, but found 
none, in this fearch we found an Indialz Squaw 
drying huckle berries. This is done by let­
ting 4 forked fricks, in the ground, about 3 
or 4 feet high, then others a-crofs, over them 
the ftalks of our common J acea or Saratll!a, 
on thefe lie. the berries, as malt is fpread on 
the hair cloth over the kiln. Underneath fue 
had kindled a finoke fire, which one of her 
children was tending. The quantity of their 
hLlckle berries growing on and between thefe 
ridges, is prodigious, the top of the S. ri-dge is 
pretty good land, and affords a fine profpetl: of 
the great and fertile vale of Tulpihockett, the 
ridge itfelf is pleafant. When we had refted 
ourfe! yes and our poor tired horfes, we lead 
them mofl: of the \vay for 20 miles, this gave 
us an opportunity of gathering what quantity 
we pleaied of their berries, tho' we eat rather 
more than I thought we might fafely venture 
on, yet we found no ill confeguence from our 
cxcds. When we were dcfcended we had but 
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2 miles to a houfe, where we lodged, it rained 
faft in the evening and great part of the night 
itfelf. And we heartily congratulated our­
felves on the enjoyment of good bread, butter 
and milk. in a comfortable houfe, and clean 
ftraw to fleep on, free from fleas. . 

17th, Though my mare wasfo lame, the had 
not ftirred 20 yards all night, yet we got this 
day by noon to Mr Cotlrad IP'eij'rws; but under 
the difficulty of carrying my baggage good 
part of the way on my back, befides being 
fcarcely able to get her along: when fhe came 
into the pafiure, fhe firetched herfelf at full 
length and rofe no more for 24 hour~. In the 
afternoon I fpent my time on Mr IVeifar's high 
hi!1, gathering of leeds: here the great vale 
and blue mOl1ntains form a lovely pro1peCl:. 

18th, I borrowed a horfe of Mr Weijtw, 
and fet up all night at Alolt.ltawo!ty. 

19t/;, Before funfet, I had tne pleaftue of 
feeing my own houf:: and family: I found 
them in good heal th, and v; ith a fincere mind, 
I returned thanks to the almighty power, 
that had preferved us all. 

In this journey into the heart of a country, 
ftill in the poffefilon qf it's original inha­
bitants ~ I could not help iometimes to 
divert the length of the way by refletlinO' 
on their manners, their compleaion f~ 
different from ours, and their Traditions : 
this led me to conjeCture ~t their origin, or 
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\vhence they came into America, and at \vhat 
time. Perhaps it may be equally hard to d;1: 
provt' or to prove that they were origil1Jlly 
placed here by the fa:11e creator who made tbe 
world, as foon as this part of it became ha­
bitable, for it is reafona1.Jle to fuppofe the 
almighty po\\cr pro\'ided for the peopling 
of this, as well as of the other fide of the 
globe, by a fuitable Hock of the human 
fpecies. 

HO\vever if we are to account for their 
pailing from what is called the old world, 
there are many relations of voyages hither 
from the North of Europe, previous to that of 
Colmn/Jtls, which though dark and uncertain, 
are neither evidently fabulous, nor even im­
probable fi-om either the length or difficulties 
of the way. That the Noru:egia11s, the pof­
feIfors of lcelmtd, for many ages paft had 
colonies in Green/mid, is a fact too well 
attefted to admit a doubt, from Grecnland 
the iliort paffage crofs Daol!'s Streights brings 
us into the continent of America. If thde 
colonies be put out of the qnefiion, it is fcarce 
pollible to think:, that of the numerous fleets 
with which the Dmits and Norwegiatzs ter~ 
rified continually the reft of Europe, none 
tempted by the hope3 of glin, or drove by ftrefs 
of weather, iliould ever tall in with the coans 
of Newjolmdla7td or G2Ilfh q{ St. LaWyaZc6:. 
If it be objected that the navigators of thole 

tlm'~S 
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time3 were too unskilfull to attempt fuch a 
diiCovery, does it not furnifh us with a reafo~ 
to account for its beil1g made by chance. If 
this paifage was ever publickly known;whichis 
more probable it was not, might riot the know­
ledge of it be loft as that to Gree1zland, and 
can we be fure that the Greeztla1td of the Nor­
wegimts was not more to the fouthward of 
that country now fa called. I am not ignor­
ant that thefe traditions of the Norwegiatt. 
colonies, as well as many others to the fame 
point, particularly that of prince Aladoc has 
been treated as meer fiCtion; but let us not 
forget that HerodotllS's account of the doub­
ling the Cape of Good Hope has been treated fa 
like\vife too, tho' the faCt be now eftablifhed to 
the degree of moral certainty. 

Again, it is not unlikely but there may be 
land mon: of the way from America to Japan, 
at leafhflands, feparated only by narrow chan­
r:els, and in fight, or nearly fo, of one another. 
I have been lately informed of an India1z wo~ 
man, \\'c11 known by a perfon in Canada, and 
after an interval of many years met again by 
the fame perf on in Chi1teJe Tartaty; he could 
I1~~ be :onvinccd ill.e was the fame, till by 
ducour1c he had WIth her, £he told him, that 
being made captive by a neighbouring nation 
fhe bad during many years heen tranf­
ferred by captivity, fale, or gift, from one 
nation to another till the was brought where 

he 
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he found her. If this be tnle it mull be 
COlttine'llt moft of the way. 

Another manner of peopling this fide of the 
earth, particularly S. America, might be by 
fame veffels of the Eg~'PtialZS, Ph£1Zicimls, or 
Carthaginial1s bein!; blo\vn off the coaft of 
Gui11ea to that of Brazil, Of the ANtilles in 
theif courfe, to Of from the cape of Good­
Hope; in which cafe, for want of thofe Arts 
and Scie1lces which are not to be found in 
America, before it's plantation by the whites, 
and which are feldom to be met with in a 
fuips crew, they muft take to that way of life 
our Iltdialls now follow. This cortieCture is the 
more probable, as even in the flate of perfecti­
on, the art of navigation is now arrived at, 
this accident is often unavoidable. 

But whatever W:lS their origin, our fix nati­
ons may be now thus charaB:erifed: they are 
a fubtile, prudent, and judiuulJS people in 
theif councils, indefatigable, crafty, and re­
vengeflll in theil' \vars, the men lazy and in­
dolent at home, the women continual iIaves, 
modefi, very lO\'ing, and obedient to theif 
husbands. As to the natural difpofition of 
thefe Nations, they are grave, foIid, and frill 
in their recreations, as well as in their councils. 
The De/awar's and Sltfque/Kmah's, on the 
. contrary, are very noify in their recreations, 
a.nd loud in di[courfe; but all 'ivhen in liquor~ 
'\Vheth~r men or women) take the liberty of 
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fuouting, finging, and dancing at an extrAva­
gant rate, till the operations of the liquor 
ceafe; or- being wearied they fall afleep. 

The fix nations enjoy the charaCler of 
being the moft warlike people in N. America, 
this they have acquired by the uninterrupted 
flate of war, they have continued in probably 
near 'lOa years, and which has been attended 
with fuch fuccefs, that has made them the dread 

. of people above 1000 miles diftant. It can­
not however be filppofed, but they have fi-e­
quently met with feveral checks, efpecially 
fince the french affifted all their enemies open­
ly near thefe lao years paft. 

Their wars were formerly earried on with 
much more cruelty then of late, their prifon­
el'S who had the misfortune to fall into their 
hands, being generally tortured to death, now 
their numbers being very much diminifhed by. 
conftant wars, with both diftant and neigh­
bouring nations, and perhaps a good deal part­
ly by the fpirituous liquors, and difeafes the 
Europeans have brought among them. They 
"Very politically fhive to ftrengthen themfelves 
not only by alliances with their neighbours, 
but the prifoners they take; they are almoft 
always accepted by the relations of a warrior 
flain .in his place, and thus a boy of 15, is 
fometlme., called father by men of 30. This 
naturalizes them of courfe, and unites them 
into the tribe the dec~a1~d belonged to. This 

cullom 
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cufiom is as .antient as our knowledge of them 
but when their number of warriours was mor~ 
than twice all many as now, the relations would 
more fioequently refufe to adopt the prifoner, 
but rather chufe to gratify their thirft of 
revenge. 

Their religious notions are very confufed 
and much mixed with iuperftition. Yet they 
fcern not only"to acknowledge a deity, but e­
ven to wodhip him in unity and fpirit. What 
benefits they receive, they afcribe to a di­
"ine power. They have ftrange notions 
of fpirits, conjuration, and witchcraft: thefe 
are agreeable to their blindnefs, and want of 
proper education among them, for I have al­
ways obferved, that the belief of [upernatll­
ral powers in a meer man, generally prevails 
in proportion to a Perf on's ignorance. 

A Letter from Afr. KALM, a GeNtlema;t of 
Sweden, 1lOw 011 his Travels iTt America, 
to bis fricttd ill Philadelphia; colltai1iiltg a 
partiwlar Accou1lt if the GRE A T FALL of 
Niagara. 

SIR, Albmzy, Sep. 2, 1750_ 

AFter a pretty long journey made in a ihort 
ti me, I am come back to this town. You 

may remember, that when I took my leave of 
you, I told you, I would this [ummer, jf time 
permittt'd, take a v:C",v of Niagara FALL, 

efl:eemed 
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.. eftetme.d one of the greateft curiolities in the 
World. When I came laft year from ~ebec, 
you enql.lir'd of me feveral particulars concern­
ing this fall; and r told you what I heard of 
it in C(Uiada, from feveral Fi"OlCh gentlemen 
who had been there: but this was frill all 
lle:1rfay; I could not affure you of the 
truth of it, becaufe I had not then - feen it 
n.-~ I~clf, and fo it conld not fatis(v my own, 
much leG your curiofity. NovtI-, fince I have 
been 011 the fpot, it is in my power to give 
yau a more per;ctl: and iatisfacrory defcription 
of it .. 

After a fatiguing tranJ, firf!: on horfeback 
thro' the country of the .six 11'ldiatt Nations, 
tn OJ:.:'::r;o, and from thence in :1 Canoe upon 
lake Oi/tario, I came on tbe 12tb of /1ugujl 
in the evening to lViagara fort. The french 
there }~elTI'.':c! much perple:,ed at my firft com. 
ing, imagining I was an Engi;;b officer, 
who under pretext of feeing Ni~gara Falls, 
came with lome other view; but as foon;'ls I 
111e\\i'd them my pairports, they chang'd their 
f;chaviour, and received me with the greatefl: 
~ivjhr~:. Niagara Fall is fix Freuch leagues 
:hom l'V.ulgm'a Furt. you firH go three leagues 
by ,vater up Niagara river, and then three 
leagues over the carry ing place. As it was late 
wncri I arriv'd ~!t the Forr7 I could not the 
i71l11-': day go to the Fall, bur I pr;::par'd myfelf 
to do it the r;e'{t ni'lilillg. The commandant 

of 
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of the Fort, Monfr. BC(UljOlI, invited all the 
officers and gentlemen there to tupper with 
him. I had read formerly almoft ;:111 the 
authors that have wrote any thing about this 
Fall; and the 1aft year in Canada, had 
made fa many enquiries about it, that I 
thought I had a pretty good Idea of it; and 
now at fupper, requefied the gentlemen to tell 
me all they knew and thought worth notice 
relating to it, \\hicb they accordingly did. 
I obfervcd that in many things they all 
agreed, in tome things they were of different 
opinions, of all which I took particular 
notice. When they had told me all they 
knew, I made feveral queries to them con­
cerning what I had read and heard of it, 
whether fucb and fuch a thing \vas true or 
not? and had their anf\,vers on every circum­
fiance. But as I have found by experience 
in my other travels, that very few obierve 
Iuture's works .. ,ith accuracy, or report the 
truth precifdy, I cannot now be entire] y fatisfied 
without feeing with my own eyes whenever 
'tis in my power, Accordingly the next 
morning, b(:ing the 13th of Augujl, at break 
of day, I fet out for the Fall. The com­
mand;nt had given orders to two of the 
Officers of the Fort to go with me and 
ihew me every thing, and alfo rent by 
them an orckr to Monfi-. .7 olzqueire, who had 
liy'd ten years by the carrying-place, and 

1'1 knew 
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kn~w every thing worth notice of the Fall, 
better than any other perfon, to go with 
me, and fhew and tell me whatever he knew. 
A little before we came to the carrying-place, 
the water of Niagara River grew fo rapid, 
.that four men in a light birch canoe, had 
much difficulty to get up thither. Canoes can 
go half a league above the beginning of the 
carrying-place, tho' they muft work againil: 
a water extremely rapid; but higher up it is 
quite impoffible, the whole cOUffe of the 
water for two leagues and a half up to the great 
Fall, being a feries of fmaller Falls, cne under 
another, in \vhich the greaten canoe or Battoe 
wOLlld in a moment be turn'd upflde down. 
VI e went ainore therefore, and \\"Jlk'd over 
fhe carrying-place, having bdides the high 
and fkcp fide of the river, t\VO great hills to 
afcend one above the other. Here on the 
carrying-place I faw above :;'::;0 11ldimzs, moil: 
of them belonging to the Six lv.'tuiolZS, bufy in 
carrying racks of furs, chicHy of deer and 
bear, ()Ve~" the carrying-piace. You would 
be :filfpriz'd to fee \v hat abundance of thefe 
thinp ;::,c brought every day over this place. 
An Ii:::;'.;,lil gets :'.0 pence for ever pack he 
orr ies.over, the diftll1(:e being three logues. 
Half an hour paft IO in the morninG" we came 
to the great Fall, which I {;)und as £ol1o\7'-s. 
to the river (or rather firait )runs here from 

E N T' S. S. ' . to 1. " N. \V and the rod;:s of the great 
Fall 
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Fall croffes it, not in a right line; but form .. 
ing almofr the figure of a femicirclc or hor1c 
ilioe. Above the Fall, in the middle of the 
river is an ifland, lying alfo S.S. E. and 
N. N. W. or parallel with the fides of the 
river; its length is about 7 or 8 fi-ench arpents 
(an arpent bei ng I So feet.) the lower end of 
this Hhnd is jl1f1: at the perpendicular edge of 
the Fall. On both fides of this ifland runs all 
the water that comes from the lakes of C(llUld{l, 

viz. Lake Superior, lake iHiJcbigmt, lake 
Huroll, and lake Erie, which you know are 
rather fma1l ieas than lakes, and have bdides 
a great many large rivers that empty their 
water in them, of \v hich the greateft part comes 
down this Ni{~gara Fall. Befi.1re the \vater 
comes to this ifland, it runs but flowly, com­
par'd with its motion when it approaches 
the Wand, where it grows the moft rapid 
water in the W orId, runing with a :iurprizing 
ii.viftnefs before it comes to the Fall; it is 
quite \vhite, and in many places is tbrown 
high up into the air! The greateft clod ihongeft 
bat toes would here in a moment be tmn'd 
over and over. The \Vilter that goes down on 
the \vea fide of the Wand, is more rapid, in 
greater abundance, \'\"hiter~ and feems almofl: 
to outdo an arrow in :f\v ifrnds. vVhcn vou are 
at the Fall, and look up the river, you may 
fee, that the river above the Fall is every 
where exceeding Heep, almoft as the fide of a 
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hill. When all this water comes to the very 
Fall, there it throws itfelf dovvn perpen­
dicuhr! It is beyond all belief the furprize 
w hen you fee this! I cannot with words " 
exprefs how am azing it is! You cannot fee 
it \vithout being quite terrified; to behold 
fo vai1: a quantity of water falling headlong 
from a furprifiog height! I doubt oot 
but you have a dehre to learn the exact 
height of this great Fall. Father HC1ZlZepitl, 
fL1Fpofes it 600 Feet perpendicular; but 
he has gained little credit in CalZada ; the 
l1ame of honour they give him there, is 1l1t 

grand lIJmteur, or The great Liar; he writes 
of what he nl\V in places where he never was. 
'tis true he nnv this Fall: but as it is the way 
of fome travellers to magni(y every thing, fo 
has he done with regard to the fall of Nia­
gara. This humour of travellers, has occa­
honed me many difappointments in my tra­
vels, having iddom been fo happy as to find 
tIle wonderful things that had been related by 
others. For my part, \vho am not fond of 
the Ahr ___ 'diol:S, I like to fee things juft a:, 
they are, a1ld·to to relate them. Since Father 
He7l1zcpi/t's time. this Fall by all the accounts 
tllJt hJ\'\~ been given of it, has grown Ids and 
lefs; and tbofe who h,ne mcaiur'd it with 
matbel1latical inib umei1! s find the perpendi­
CI.l Ln L~l of the WJter to be exactly I 37 fecr. 
11 f i' -J- ! . 1 . '!'\lOn r. Ai Ol'fllh,'flc'!' , rlh' .~mg's engineer in 

C7I!(lr/tl, 
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Canada, affured me, and gave it me alfo under 
his hand, that 13 i Feet was precifely the 
height of it; and all the Frmch GentlemCrl 
that were prefent with me at the Fall, did 
agree with him, without the leaf!: contradiction: 
it is true, thofe who have try'd to meaillTe it 
with a line, find it fomctimes 140, fometimes 
ISO feet, and fometimes more; but the reafon 
is, it cannot tInt way be meafured with any 
certainty, the water carrying away the 
Line.--\Vhen the water is come dovln to 
the bottom of the rock of the Fall, it jl1ll1P~ 
back to a very great heighth in the air; in 
other places it is white as milk or fnow; and 
all in motion like a boiling chaldron.--Y ou 
may remember, to what a great difhnce J--Je-
1tepi11 1ays the noii'e of this great Fall may be 
heard. An the gentlemen who were with 
me, agreed, that the larthefr one can hear it, 
is IS leagues, and that very feIdom. When 
the air is quite calm, YOll can hear it to 1\!ia­
gara Fort; but feldom at other times, becaufe 
when the wind blowe', the waves of Lake 
07ttario make too much noi1c there againfl: 
the Shore.--They infrJrm'd me, that when 
they hear at the Fort the noife of the Fall, 
louder than ordinary, they are fure a North 
Eaf!: Wind will follow, which never fails: 
this items wonderfLll, as the Fall is South Weft 
from the Fort: and one would imagine it to 
b h r r 'd \:! ~e rat er a llgn Of· a contrary \vm. vome-

times" 
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times, 'tis faid, the Fall makes a much greater 
noife than at other rimes; and this is look'd up­
on as a certain mark of approaching bad wea­
ther, or rain; the Indiatls here hold it always 
for a fure fign. When I was there, it did not 
make an extraordinary great noife: juft by 
the Fall, we could eafily hear v;hat each other­
faid, without fpeaking much louder than com­
mon when converfing in other places. I do 
not know how others have found fo great a 
noife here, perhaps it was at certain times, 
as abovementioned. From the Place where 
the water falls, there rife abundance of vapours, 
like the greateft and thickeft fmoak, fome­
times more, fometimes lefs: thefe vapours 
rife high in the air when 'it is calm, but are 
difpers'd by the wind when it blows hard. 
If you go nigh to this vapour or fog, or if 
the wind blows it on you, it is fo penetrat­
ing, that in a few minutes you will be as wet 
as if you had been under water. I got two 
young Frettchmm to go down, to bring me 
from the fide of the Fall at the bottom, tome 
of eKh of the feverotl kinds of herbs, ftones 
and fhe11s they ihould find there; they re­
turned in a few minutes, and I really thoue:ht 
they had fallen into the water: they w~re 
obliged to ftrip themfelves quite naked, and 
hang their clothes in the ii.m to dry. When 
you are on the other Eaft fide of the Lake 
GItt,lrio, a bare-at manv leap-ues from the Fall J 0 , 

yon 
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you may, every clear and calm morning fee 
the vapo~rs of the Fall riling in the air; you 
would thmk all the \'loods thereabouts were fet 
on fire by the IlldieJ1!J', fo great is the apparent 
fmoak. In the fame nL'.nner you may fee it on 
the We1t ,Ide of the lake Erie, a great many 
lea~l1es oi1-~ 

Several of the /'re;zch gentlemen told me, 
that when birds come flying into this fog or 
fmoak of the fall, they fall down and periih in 
the \<Vater; either becaufe their wings are be­
come wet, or that the noife of the fall afroniih­
es them, and they know not were to go in the 
Dar k : but others were of opinion, that 
feldorn or never any bird perifhes ~here in that 
manner; becauie, as they all agreed, among 
the abundance of birds found dead below the 
fall, there are no other forts then fuch as live 
and f\\'irn freg uentl y in the water; as ii.vam, 
geefe, ducks, water· hens, teal, and the like. 
And very oiten great flocks of them are feen 
going to ddhuEtion in this manner: they :G,vim 
in the ri\er above the fall, and fo are carried 
down lower and lower by the water, and as 
water-fowl cOl11monly take great delight in 
beino- carry'd with the fiream, fo here they in­
dL11g~ thcmfelves in enjoying this pleafure [0 
lono- till the ii.viftnefs of the water becomes fa 

b' 
. grear, that 'tis no lon~er poffible for thel:1. to 
rife, but they are drIven dm:11 the precIpICe, 
and periih. They are obferv'd \\'hen they 

draw 
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draw nigh the fall, to endeavour with all their 
might, to take wing and leave Ehe water, but 
they cannot. In the months of September and 
QOober, fuch abundant quantities of dead wa­
terfowl are found every morning below the 
Fall, on the fuore, that the garrifon of the fort 
for a long time live chiefly upon them; bcfides 
the fowl, they :find aifo [everal forts of dead 
£1h, a1io deer, bears, aud other animals which 
have tried to crofs the water above the fall ; 
the larger animals are generally found broken 
to pieces. Jllft below the fall the water is not 
rapid, but goes all in circles and whirls like a 
boiling pot; which hmvever doth not hinder the 
Illdimls going upon it in fim.ll canoes a fiihing; 
but a little lower begins the fmaller fall. 
When you are above the fall, and look down, 
your head begins to tum: the.Fre11ch who have 
been here 100 times, will iddom venture to 
look down, without at the fame time keeping 
faft hold of fame tree with one hand. 

It was formerly thought impofIible for any 
1)ody living to come at the Ifland that is in 
the middle of the fall: but an accident that 
.1lJI'pen'd 1:2 years ago, or thereabouts, made it 
apFear othcl"w-ife. The hiftory is this. Tvv·o 
llltiiJ11S of the Six lv.~·lti01!s went out from 
.tYi.l;c"n·,l fort, to bunt upon an iiland that is 
in the middle of the river, or ilrait above the 
<. , 

great tall, on \yhlCh there ufed to be abundance 
".:Ji deer. They took lome l./""ozch brandy with 

them 
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them, fi'om the fort, which they tailed feveral 
times as they were going over the carryino­
pbce; and when they were in the cano;' 
they took now and then a dram, and fo went 
along up t!1C Hrait towards the Hland where 
they propos'd to hunt, bllt growing Deepy, 
they laid themfdves down in the canoe, which 
getting 100fe dro\"c hlCk with the ftream, far­
ther and farther down till it came nigh that 
Wand tInt is in the middle of the fall. Here 
one of them, awakened by the noire of the fall. 
cries out to the other, that they were gone! 
yet they try'd if pofiible to favelife. This ifland 
was nighefr, and with mnch working they got 
en 1hore therC:'. At hrll: they were glad; hut 
when they had confidcr'd every thing, they 
thought themfdves hardly in a better fiate 
than if they had gone down the fall, fince they 
had now no other choice, than ei her to throw 
themieIves down the lame, or to periih with 
hunger. But hard ncceffity Jlut tbem on in­
ventlOn. At the lov.fer end of the iiJand the 
rock is perpendicular, and no \\-:lt~r is running 
ther~, This ifl:l.l1d has plenty at woed , they 
went to work direCtly and made a hd,Jef or 
fhrouus of the b.uk of lindentrcc, (which is 
ven' t0ugh and firong,) fa long 'till they 
cOl1ld with it re:.c11 the water b.~lO\v ; one end 
of this bark LL{J~r t!tey tied fart to a great 
tn:c tlut giT\\' at ri,e fiue of the rock a­
bove tl~~ '1)1:, and lec t:1C ether end dO\"iil 
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to the water. So they went d own along 
their new-invented flairs, and when they came 
to the bottom in the middle of the falJ, 
they reiled a little; and as the water next 
below the fall is not rapid, as beforementi­
oned, they threw themfeIves out i~to it, 
thinking to f\vim on [hore. I have fald be­
fore, that one part of the fall is on one fide 
of ' the i:fland, the other on the other fide. 
Hence it is, that the waters of the two' ca­
taracts running againft each other, turn back 
:,~;ainft the rock that is juft under the ifland. 
Therefore, hardly had the ];ldia71S began to 
l\vim, before the waves of the eddy threw 
them with violence againft the rock fi-om 
whence they came. They tried it feveral 
times, but at laft grew \,{eary; and being 
Ol[m thrO\vn againft tbe rock they were 
mnch bruis'd, and the skin of their bodies 
torn in many places. So they \vere oblig'd 
to climb up their flairs again t:) the iiland, not 
kllowi[Jg \\' hat to do. After fame time they 
perceived ha'itlllS on the inore, to wbom they 
cri.::d out. TheIl: i;'l\v and pity'd them, but 
gave tbem little hopes of help : yet they made 
hafte do\\n to the fort, and told the comman­
der \\bcrc t\VO of their brethren were. He 
perfuaded them to try all poffible means of 
relieving lb: two poor 11lal,I1IJ; and it was 
done in tbis manner. The warer that runs on 
the cafe fide of this Wand is Hullow) efecciallv 
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a little abo\'e the i:f1and towards the eafierl'i 
fuore. The commandant cauied poles to be 
made and pointed with iron: two India1ls 
determined to walk to this ifland by the 
help of thefe poles, to fave the other poor 
creatures, or periih thcmfel ves. They took 
leave of all their friends as if they were going 
to death. Each had two fuch poles in his 
hands, to fet againfi: the bottom of the ftream, 
to keep them Heady. So they went and got 
to the i:f1and, and having given poles· to the 
two poor lttdim!sthere, they all returned fafely 
to the main. Thofe two htdimts who in the 
abo\re mentioned manner were firft brought to 
this iiland, are yet alive. They were nine 
days on the ifIand,and almoft ftarved to death. * 
-Now fince the way to this Wand has been 
found, the llldia7Js go there often to kill deer, 
which havio&' tried to crofs the river above the 

u 

fall, were driven upon the ifland by the 
ftream: but if the King of ~Frallce would give 
me all Cmwda, I would not venture to go 
to this ifland; and were you to fee it, Sir, I 
am flue you would havc the fame fentiment. 
On the weft fide of this Wand are fome fiua1l 
i:fhnds or rocks of no coniequence. The eaft 

* Thefe Indians had better fortune than 10 or ! z Uttru:awa 'J 

who attemptinry to efcape here the purfuit of their EnemiES 
of the Six NahollJ, were carried dOWil the Cataract, by the 
violence of the ftr~am and everyone perilhcd.--No part 
even of their Canoe being ever feen again. 
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fide of the river is nearly perpendicular, the 
weft fide more floping. In former times a 
part of the rock at the Fall which is on the 
\veft fide of the iiJand, hung over in fuch a 
manner that the water which fell perpcndi-, I . 
cuhrly from it, left a vacancy be ow, 10 that 
people could go under between the rode and 
the water; but the prominent part fome years 
fince broke off and fell down; fa that there 
is now tiO pollibility of going between the 
falling water and the rock, as the water now 
Tuns clofe to it all the way co\Yn.-·-Thc 
breadth of the Ed 1, as it rtlns into a femicircIe, 
is reckon'd to be about 6 Arpenrs. The Wand 
is in the middle of the Fall, and from it to 
each {ide is almoft the fame breadth: the 
breadth of the ifland at its }O\vcr end i~ two 
thirds of an Arpent, or thereabouts.--Below 
the Fall in the holes of the rocks, are grea!: 
plenty of Eels, \vhich the Jlla'iatls and If cucb 
catch with their hands without other meane .; 
I fent down two Illdia1t boys, who directly 
came up with about twenty fine ones.­
Every day, \\'hen the Sun ihines, you fee here 
from IO o'dock in the morning to ~ in the 
afternoon, below the Fall, and under YOll, 
when you Hand at the fide over the Fall, a 
glorious rainbo'.v and fometimes two rainbows, 
one within ::he ot:H:l'. 
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I was fo happy to be at the Fall on a fine 

dear day, and it was with great delight I 
view'd this rainbow, which had aimoft an 
the colours you fee in a rainbow in the air. 
The more vapours, the brighter and clearer 
is the rainbow. I faw it on the Eaft fide of 
the Fall in the bottom under the place where 
I ftood, but above the ,vater. When the 
wind carries the vapours from that place, the 
rainbow is gone, but appears again as 100n as 
new vapours come. From the Fall to the 
landing above the Fall, where the canoes fioIn 
La!ce Erie put on fuore, (or from the Fall to 
the upper end of the carrying-place) is half a 
mile. Lower the canoes dare not come, left 
they fuoold be obliged to try the fate of the 
twoIl/dimtJ, and perhaps withlefs fllCCeiS.­
They have often found below the Fall pieces 
of human bodies, perhaps of drunken Irldialls, 
that have unhappily came down the FalL I 
was told at Ojwego, that in Oi'Jobcr, or there­
abouts, fuch plenty of feathers are to be found 
here below the Fall, that a man in a days 
time can gather enough of them for feveral 
beds, which fcathers they faid came off the 
birds kill'd at the Fall. I ask'd the Frellcb, 
if this was true? They told me they had never 
teen any iL1Ch thing; but that if the feathers 
were pick'd off the dead birds, there might 
be ilJCh a quantity. The FreiJcb told me, 
they had often thrown 'i,'hole great trees into 

the 
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the water above, to fee them tumble down 
the Fall. They went down with furprifing 
f\viftnefs, but could never be feen afterwards; 
whence it was thought there was a bottomlefs 
deep or abyfs juft under the Fall. I am alfo 
of Opinion, that there muft be a vail deep 
here; yet I think if they had watched very 
well, they might have found the treeS at fome 
diftance below the Fall. The rock of the 
Fall confifts of a grey limeftone. 

Here you have, Sir, a ihortbutexaCldefcrip ... 
tion of this famous Niagara cataraCt: you may 
depend on the truth of what I write. You 
n1Ufi: excufe me if you find in my acccount, 
no extravagant wonders. I cannot make na­
ture othen~ije than I find it. I had rather it 
fhould be faid of me in time to come, that 
I fel~'ted things as they were, and that all is 
found to agree with my Deicription; than to 
be efteem·d a falfe Relater. I have feen 
fome other things in this my journey, an ac­
count of which I know wou"ld gratify your 
curiohty; but time at prefent will not permit 
me to write more; and I hope ihortly to 
ice you. I am, e=Jc. 
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