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PRE F A C' E. 

Propoft, in this Volume, an Ac­
count if the 7'ratifaBions of this 
Voyage, and of whatever during 
that Time occurred worthy if Ob­

firvation, either in Relation to natural Hi­
flory, or other Incidentr until the loth of 
December 1746 j and an Account of the 
Manners of the Indians frequenting the Parts 
adjacent to Hudfon's Streights and Bay; 
and theft Cufloms compared with thofl 0/ the 
moJl ancient 7'imes. 

What hath heen done by thofl who have 
formerly gone upon the DifcO'Very of a North­
We.fl P41age, hath been made publick either 
hy themfllves or others, witp the Intent that 
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PRE F ACE. 
the fucaeding Attempters might avoid the 
Hazards and Dangers they had met with, 
and ben;;! by their Obftrvations. For the 
'Very fome Reqjons 1 think myjd[ obliged to 
publifh· a true and plain Narrative of this 
Yoyage, which deferves not left, if not more, 
than any ~f tht preceding ones to be commu­
nicated to the Publick. 

c:F"ho[e Gentlemen who fubJcribed to thii 
Undertaking will here receive an impartial 
Account, and, 1 hope, will be Jatisjied by the 
Reafons given for their particular Expeaa~ 
lions not being an/wered, and will re­
ceive a greater liformation if thaft almo}l 
unknown Parts of the Worid, than they could 

pojjibly have gathered from any 'Treatife be­
fore this; and from this, and the focceeding 
Yolume, will be able to judge what may he 
expeCledfrom another Expedition. 

crhe Account if the Weather from the 'Time 
the Ships went from the Orkneys, to' their 
Arrival on the WeJlern Side if Hudfon's 
Bay, may be thought tedious, but 1, hope it 
will meet with the Excuft '!lthqfe 'who fhall 
think it fa; when they ·conJiderthat 'nothing is 
more inquired tifter in· a Voyage a/this kind, 
thanthe'Iemperature iflhe Climates which (lre 
palled, and that theriis no other Way if giving 
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an Idea if it, tban by fitting down the Wea­
'rber of etfJery Day in particular, with its 
Alterations and Changes; nevertheleji it is put 
ill fitch a Manner, as it may be eaJily pqlled 
Over. 

By giving a Particular Account if the 
Ice met with in the Voyage, if the Method 
if managing a Ship, when amongjl if, and by 
inJerting 71)hat is obfirvable out of other Voy­
agers into theft Parts relating to the lee, e'7Jery 

. one will haw a dear Idea if the Nature if 
the Ice in fitch P c:/Jages, and from whenctthe 

-lee proceeds, by 'which SDiPS that make this 
royage are )0 much obflruCled. 

The Account of the ;Vinter 1 hope will be 
to the Reader's SatiifaClio1Z. 1 have been 
very Particular in deji::ribing the Habitations 
which the People dwelt in during the Winter, 
the Habit they wore, and Manner if Living, 
as it may be if Service in any future Expe­
dition, and what is bbJerved as to the Fowl 
and the Btajr, not being taken Notice of in 
any Account bifore, I thought it might be 
worth the Reader's Attention. 

As to the Manners if the Indians frequent­
ing the Southern Part of Hudfoll'S Bay, and 
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as to the Efkemaux Indians who frequent 
HuMan's Streights, and the Weflern Part 
of the Bay, 1 have mentioned what I could 
attain by fIty own Objervation, and that 
which 1 could rely on as FaCl, from the Re­
lations which were made me by others. 'There 
. being a great Similitude in the Manners 0/ 
the Indians frequenting the South Part of 
Hudfon' Bay, with the Manner so/the People 
in the earliefl Times; I thought an Inquiry of 
that kind might not be dtJIatisfaClory to the 
Curious. Father Laffitau, a JeJuit, hath 
done this with rejpeC! to the Hurons and Iro­
quois Indians, and'lf.:here thtft Indians agree 
in their Manners with the Hurons and Iro­
quois, 1 ha've principally followed the Father, 
but where they do not agree ill Manners with 
the Iroquois and Hurons, I have there flewn 
the Similitude qf their l\IJanners with the 
Antiellts upon ReJearcbes of my own. 

'The many QJ,Iotati071S taken from the Ac­
counts if the former Difc0verers, not only 
make this Accozmt more illtdligible, but aljo 
make it rather to be a compleat Hijlory if 
all the Undertakings for the Difcovery if a 
North-tVcft PqJJage, than 0/ one particu­
lar Voyage. l'I.oas alfo ill Part inJuced t~ 

this, as the former Accounts are flara, Ie/­
dom taken in Hand, and are in a fai~'lVay 

~/ 



PRE F ACE. 
of being inti rely loft, as in a late Edition of 
Voyages they were rejeCled to make room for 
Accounts of other Voyages wh£Ch were more 
amtJing. The Publication of this Work in 
two Volumes inflead of one, as thtre is n() 
Augmentation of Price to thrfe who have 

flbflribed, 1 believe will need no Apology, and 
the Alteration of the Manner of the Work 

from 'What was mentioned in the Propifal, I 
doubt not, will meet their Excufl when they 
/hall fie the Reajons for fo doing in my Pre­
face to the next VfJlume. 

There is a NecejJity to mention the DiJin­
genuous '1 reatment 1 have met with after I 
had publijhed my Propifals, in having the 
Work repreflnted as a Jalft partial Account, 
though no one ever read it, or fow it, and 
that it was compiled from "ad Materials; as 
to the Fa!fhood and Partilllity of it, theft 
Gentlemen 1 believe will appear now to be as 
much mijiaken in that ReJPeCl, as they were 
in their Reprejentations, that the Work would 
never come out. 

As to the Materia!s from which the 'Fork 
is taken, 1 mufl oijerve, that, excepting Cap­
tain Moor's Log-Book, and one Report, a 
Copy of which 1 ha'Ve, all the other Papers 
relating to the Vo)'age, and which are in the 

Hands 



PRE F ACe. 

>Hands if the North-WejJ Comm£ttu, were 
written'by me; and are Copies if Origilzais 
,in the Hands qf Capt. Smith, all qfwhich 
(excepting two) were eithtr draw~ joid}!:} 
me, or 1 qjfJ/ed in drawing them;' and d!Jo 
took the Min~tes irom which they were C01/7-

prjed, when out' in the Long-Beat: TFhat 
Pretence then hatb the Altt~or 0/ tbe Ge­
nuine Account, who batb only made,. life qf 
my Copies in the Hands if the Gentlemen rf 
the North-WdJ Committee, never jaw the 
Originals, or the ]vli?lutes, or JOInt? ,0/ the 
Places referred to in fitCh Papers, to boafi 
the Superiorityqf his Account ,over mine, as 
being dra<U!nfrom original P~pers asjit /or(h 
in the .ddver :ifement, 'and which Papers ,be 
I<.new at the .fame iiJ}!t 1 :W(JS the principal 
Authoro!? 

Bejides all the ltiformationr rlJ)hich 1 could 
have from tbe Ship's Papers, which, as 
Clerk, could not miJi my ObJer<;)atio72. M} 

Intention to publijl; an Account qf the Voyage, 
caufld me to keep a particular 'J oumal from 
my firfl jetting out; the Author of the Ge­
,nuine Account had no Intention qf' writing 
an Account if a Vo)'age, until jOlne lVceks 
'!fter the Ships came Home. 

As 
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As to the Author of the Genuine Account, 
heing Agent for the Subjcribers, he never 
was underjlood to be in that CharaCler during 
tbe VO)'llge, he was in the InflruClions given 
the Captmons named as a Mineralift and 
])'-d't/ino71, and to be as all the 0ffice,'s above 
the Boat/wain 'if)cre, one if tbe CouJZcil, I 
beg LeanJe to appeal to the Gentlemen Gl the 
lVorth-We/l Committee, whether they {Llnot 
)0 fiile him in tbe InjlruCliollS, and wbetber 
tbeyordered him to befeceived in ony ather 
CharaCler than Mineralift and Draftjinan; 
whetber there hath not been a greater Part of 
the Coajt jitrve),ed by Captain Smith, than 
by Captain Moor, whom the Autbor of the 
Genuine Account always accompanied, and 

whether they have not a fuller Account if the 
Proceedings of the Voyage from the Papers 
wrote by me, under Captaili Smith's Direc­
tions, than they have had by the Papers of 
any other Perfa-n, and whether they have 

found any ReaJoll to !f<.!jejliOll their Veracity. 

Veritas eft. et Prrevalebit, 

vii 
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AN 

ACCOUN'T 
OF A 

V01~ AGE, 

HE Ship California, Capt. FrmICis May ,6, 

Smith Commander, failed from the 17+°. 

Hope on the Expedition, for the 
Difcovery of a N orth- \v til: P Jf--
fage, on Sunday Morning the 26th 

of May 1746, her Con[ort, the Dobbs, having 
failed the Evening before. Both Ships met a­
gain in liolely-Bay, on JvJonday Afternoon, and 27· 

there joined the Convoy. 

The Convoy and Fleet, in which were four 
Ships belonging to the liudfon's-Bay Company, 23. 

failed early on 'ruelday Morning, arriving in Yar­
mouth Roads that Evening; where the California 
unrigging one of her Mafrs was not ready to fol~ 

B low 



2 A V 0 Y AGE for the 
May 29· low on Wednefday Afternoon, when not only the 

Convoy and Fleet but alfo the Dobbs got under 
Way; the Wind changing, they returned; con-

31 ft. tinuing in the Roads until Friday after. On 
June 2d. Sunday Night were at an Anchor off :rinmoutb. 

whither the Hudfon's-Bay Ships had hurried to 
arrive before the reft of the Fleet, that they 
might have Time to procure a Pilot for the 
Convoy, for the Northward, the Convoy not 
intending to ftop with the reft of the Fleet, had 
they Jlot been becalmed. 

+th. 'june the 4th in the Morning, the Convoy 
then off St. Abb's Head (after feeing fome Pro­
viGon Ships into Edinburgh Firth) fpread an ex­
traordinary Sail, leaving the California by four in 
the Afternoon (then in Sight of Peterhead) two 
Leagues behind her, and the Dobbs one; and at 
two the next Morning the California was within 

5th. two Miles of the Fleet, when, they fpreading the 
Sail which they had fhortened on account of the 
Night, went away again, the Dobbs with them; 
at eight in the Morning they were a long VV' ay a 
Head, fteering as though they intended to go 
clear of the I11ands, and direCtly through the Firth 
between Shetland and the Orkneys, which, as the 
Wind was, Captain Smith thought impracticable, 
therefore determined not to follow; and as the 
Weather was bad, ancllikely to be worfe, con­
cluded to gain Cairfton Harbour in the Orkneys, a 
Place appointed for the Dobbs and California to 
touch at, and if feparated, for their firft Rende­
vous. The 
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The hazy and rainy Weather with hard Squalls June. 

of Wind made it fome Time. before the Land, 
which afterward proved the Mullhead, could be 
diftinguithed. At three palfed Coppinjha within 
half a Mile. Before four were by RoJJllefs Point, 
and into Ham Sound; where on firing a Swivel 
three People came Aboard, two of them offer-
ing their Service as Pilots for Cairfton Harbour, 
which almoft everyone in that Part is qualified 
for; which Faa if not known by a Commander, 
their odd Appearance may be an Objection to his 
imploying them. One of them ihid Aboard, the 
other two went to a Ship coming in, which as we 
afterwards learned was bound for Antegoa, and 
had kept Company with the Convoy from rar­
mouth, but now being left, would not have dared 
to come in with the Land, had the not feen the 
California enter before her. At eight in the 
Evening we anchored in Cairfton Harbour, in 
which was the Shirk Sloop of War, Captain Mid­

dleton, whom we faluted, and our Salute was 

anfwered. 

At Night we had extreme bad \iVcather, but 
the Convoy and the other Ships were fecure in 
Kirkwall Bay: The Convoy having in the Af­
ternoon applied to Captain Moor in the Dobbs, 
to know where they were, and whether it would 
not be beft to go for a Harbour: Captain Moor 
fpoke to the Captains of the HudfoJf-Bay Ships, 
who confented, and one of them led away for Ham 

B 2 Sound; 
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6th. 

12th. 

13 th. 

A V 0 Y AGE for the 
Sound; which the Pilot of the Man of War, whom 
the HudJon's-Bay Men had procured at ~inmouth, 
knew nothing of; the Pilot knew only to carry 
the Man of War the Courfe, the Hudjon-Bay Ships 
were appointed by their Inftructions to fteer, be~ 

tween Shetland and the Orkneys. About ten the 
next Morning they came into the Harbour, where 
they as little expected to fee us as we for to be 
rejoined by them, they thought that we were loft; 
if not loft, that we had got into fome Port)n the 
North of Scotland. 

Upon'rhurJday 'June the 12th, the Wind com­
ing fair, we left CairJlon Harbour, our former 
Convoy being exchanged for Captain Middleton 
in the Shirk. We were in all eight Sail, exclufive 
of the Convoy, the four Hudfon's-BayShips, one 
for Antegoa, another for Bofton, the Dobbs 
and the California. Were becalmed that Afternoon 
and fo in the Evening, but with a great Swell, 
until about two in the Morning of the J 3th; fine 
pleafant Weather; at two a light Wind fprung up 
at S. W. which afterwards proved a freih Gale, 
thenS. W. by W. with Mifling; Hoyheadappea­
ring like an Ifland, at eight bearing S. E. by E. f E. 
diitant about ten Leagues. In the Evening the 
V{ind moderated and the pleafant Weather re­
turneu; little Wind and fine Weather continuing 
all that Night and the next Day; when about two 
in the Afternoon we faw the Ifland of Eaft Barra 
S. W. f W. diitant four or five Leagues; the 
Eaftermoft Part formed like a Haycock, the reft 

like 



DiJcovery of a North-Weft PaIJage. 5 
like a Boar's Back: Near two Leagues beyond lies June. 
another rocky Wand, the Wand of Weft Barra, 
which is low to the Eaftward and rifes in a high 
Point to the Weftward. The Eaft Barra is inha-
bited by feven Families and a Ronzijb Prieft; their 
only Subfiftance is what that fmall Hland pro-
duces, or what they can procure by Filhing. 

There was no Alteration of Weather to the 15,h. 

Morning of the 15th, only cloudy at Times; in 

the Afternoon hazy at Times with Mining; little 
Wind which frelhened towards Midnight, when 
it was hazy with Mining; at four the next 16th. 

Morning clear of Haze, but Qlows hard and in 
Squalls; at eight lefs Wind with Rain, at ten 
the Wind again increafes, blowing hard al[o in 
Squalls with Mifling, and a grown; Sea which 
Weather continued, and the Convoy, at four 
that Afternoon, firing three Guns (which were 
anfwered with five) left us; having behaved in a 
Manner as muft have given Satisfaction to the 

whole Fleet. 

The Convoy having now left us, we foon ex­

pected to feparate; the Antegoa and Bajlon Men 
could not long continue that Comic, and, tho' 

the HudJon's-Bay Ships were for ReJolutiol1 as well 

as we, yet we did not imagine they would keep I-th. 

with us; and on the 17th in the Evening, we al- ' 
tering our Courfe, they kept theirs, and were in 
the Night fo intirely feparated as not afterwards 
to fee each other for that Year, 

The 
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June. The Evening of the 17th was fair moderate 
Weather, with the Sea down, but about Mid­
niaht the Wind S. frefuened with {mall Rain; at 

ISth. fi: blows hard, fqually with fmall Rain; at twelve 
the Wind came round to E. and remain'd fo aU 
the Afternoon with Showers of Rain to eight~ 

when the Dobbs People, it being the firft Evening 
that we were left to ourfelves, gave us three 
Cheers, which were as heartily anfwered. 

19th• 

20th. 
2ull. 
2zd. 

June the 19th a in the Morning, had fairer 
Weather, though a frefu Wind, in the Afternoon 
fuch vVeather as on the 18th, but with this Addi­
tion, that the Squalls of Vlind and Rain brought 
a Chill with them, which continued no longer 
than the Squalls; but on the b 20th and c 2 I it, 
to early of the Morning of the 22d the Chill 
continued, and on the Morning of the 2 2d it was 
Cold, than changed to temperate Vveather ; which 
Chill was probably not only owing to the Wind 
being between the N. and the E. but alIa to Ice­
land, which we were well to the Southward of, the 
firft of thefe Days, and which we were fl.l nning the 
Length of with aN. W. Courfe, the 20th and 
21ft; and the Cold on the Morning of the 
22d may be attributed to our receiving the 
Wind at that Time, it bl"ing then N. E. over a 
larger Track of that Wand, and from the Bays to 
the Northward of fuch Wand (which Bays 

are 
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are filled with Ice the greater Part of the Year June. 
than what we had received the Wind any of the 
preceding Days; and what feems to COil firm the 
Obfervation is, that the Alttration of Weather 
was not attended with a Change of Wind. 

The Change of Wind was on the Morning z3d. 

of he 2 3d to N. VV. and continuing to vary be­
tween that and the W. S. W. grew at Noon fo 
hazy, when we were in Long. 35. 20. Lat. 58.1 I. 
continuing until five, that we could [carce fee 
our Confort, though clofe a Head, al}d colder 
than it had been any Day before, and fuch Cold, 
much increafed by a hard Gale, at W. N. W. 
with Squalls at N. W. which fprung up at Night. 
lafting until the N Don of the 24th; the Cold equal z4th. 

to fharp frofty Weather, in England, continued, 
beyond the Gale and until there was a Change 
of Wind at Midnight, to N. E. 

This was looked on as very extraordinary 
Weather, and was fuppofed to be occafioned 
either by our being near Ice, or that the Spring 
this Year was late in thof" Parts, fo that little of 
the Snow being diffolved, together with the great 
~antity of floating Ice on the S. vV. Coaft of 
Greenlmld, and off Farewell, befides that Wall of 
Ice which lies the whole Year, from the Eaftward 
of Farewell, round to the Weftward: Might 
well caufe fuch an Effect:. 

The Morning of the 25th was hazy, clear at z5th. 

Noon, hazy again at three, and at fix in the 
Evening 
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June. Evening we had an extreme white Fog, which was 
more difagreeable We;:ther than any we had ex­
perienced before, not on the Account of the 
Cold (though chiller than any other Part of the 
Day) but as the Fog wetted very much and alfo 
ftunck. The Fog rofe but a fmall Way above the 
Horizon, the Sun appearing white through it, and 
in the Hemifphere above a blew clear Sky. The 

. Fog cleared about eight. 

26th. The 26th was cloudy with fame Sun-Shine un-
til Noon; at Noon clear with Sun-Shine, but in 
the Afternoon a Fog, fuch as had been the Evening 
before, continuing until fix; then clear pleafant 
Weather. Captain Moor, about eight running 
alongfide, hoifred his Enfign as a Signal of forne­
thing difcovered, which, on going to the Mafr­
head, proved to be Ice, making like Rocks with 
high Pinnacles upon them, not lefs in Circum­
ference than 10 Miles, 6 or 7 Leagues difrant 
N. W. by N. our Courfe N. W. by W. This 
Ice was by twelve difcerned from the Deck,-and 
at two there appeared fomething like a high Cape 
or Point of Land; but our View was further in­
terrupted by the Weather changing to clofe and 
hazy. 

27th. The Morning of the 27th continued hazy with 
MiGing, at fix it fell to little Wind at E. with a 
fmall Swell, the Air chill and damp. Soon after 
eight, fuddenly cold and a thick Fog, which 
Circumfrances confirmed to Captain Smith, that 

Ice 
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Ice was near, and we foon perceived a large Piece June. 

a Head of the Dobbs; whofe People, on being 
hailed, ftopped the Ship's Way, and the Piece 
fwam clear, of a fcraggy Form; the Colour 
White tinged with Azure, the Azure the more 
prevalent: At eleven faw more Ice; the Fog frill 
continuing; about half an Hour after eleven 
Pieces of Ice again, which became more fre­
quent, large Pieces firft. then large and fmaU 
Pieces fwimming thick and near together, many of 
the large Pieces ten Yards over and thirty round: 
The fmall Pieces moftly white, but the large 
azure with an upper Coat or Rind of 'White, 
the Sea calm and perfectly fmooth, though the 
Wind was frefhened ; the Water making a Roar­
ing through Cavities wrought by it in 'the large 
Pieces; and a rufhing N aile as it paires over, or 
afide of the fmall and low Pieces, dipping, as 
they fwim, from their being impelled by the 

Wind; or from their Motion not being propor­
tionably faft with that of the Curn::nt. 

Upon Captain Moor;s Deflre, we altered our 
Courfe; foon after falling in with what is termed 
heavy Ice; confifting of many large and high 
Pieces, fome equal in Heighth to the Ship's Deck, 
and [orne few higher. Being furrounded by Ice 
and pailing in narrow Streights, between thefe 
Hills of White and Azure, the Roar and Rufh of 
the Sea heard on all Parts, the Fog confining our 
View to a very narrow Diftance, and prefenting 
continually frefh ObjeCls, although it CQ\-lld not 

C b'.1t 
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but raife our Attention from the Novelty of the 
Scene, yet it afforded no Occa£ion to taife our 
Fears, there being no real Danger. The Lieute­
nant ahead comes to, or direCts theManatthe Helm 
how to fteer, and to avoid any Piece of Ice, as it is 
coming ahead; and if the Ship cannot go dear; but 
muft engage with fuch Piecet then by a proper 
Management of the Fore and Main-topfails which 
only are out, her Motion is fo ftapped that fhe 
may go gently up to it, and the Piece is pufhed. 
off with afhen Poles of 18 Feet long~ fhod with 
Iron, which from their Ufe are called Ice-Poles. 

When the Ice would permit, a Signal was made 
to Captain Moor by firing of Guns (for the Fog 
frill continued) for Tacking, which he anfwered ; 
and in about half an Hour (it clearing up) we 
faw him half a League aftern and fraid for him un­
til he came up. At four tacked, fell in again with 
more loofe Ii1ands of Ice; at half an Hour after 
four, frood S. by W. fuppofing thereby to get 
a clear Sea; {hattered Ice until fix, and at feven 
we were in a clear Sea. To-night, and alfo the 
Evening before, we faw Birds which were of the 
Size of a wild Duck, either £ingle, two or three 
together, or in large Flocks, fwimming on the 
-VVater, and which, when fired at, would jufr {kim 
above the Surface, and fettle within a few Feet 
from the Place they rofe at: They are of a light 
Brown fron) the upper Part of their Beak, under 
their Eyes, and over the Head, down the hinder 
Part of thtir Neck and 'Wings, excepting the 

large 
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large Feathers which are black, and the upper Part June. 

of their Tails: The Breaft and Body are white; 
and under their Throat to the lower part of the 
J3eak, they are by fome ftiled Cape Birds, by others 
Sea-fweepers, and are faid to be feen no where 
but within a hundred Leagues of Cape Farewell. 

The Night of the 27th was clofe and hazy, fo 27th. 

on the Morning of the 28th with Mining. Wind 28th. 

at E. met with no more Ice; and fuppofed our­
[elves to the Wei1:ward of Cape Farewell in Long. 
49°. J5'W. and by Obfervation in Lat. 58". 
12. N. upon going to the Maft-Head atSunfet, 
and feeing no Land, after ten altered our Courfe 
more Northerly, Steering N. W. 

Cape Farewdl is the South-weftermoi1: Point 
of Greenland, difcoverable, according to the 
Dutch Accounts, fix or eight Dutch Miles or 
Englijh Leagues from the Land, by them called 
Staaten Hoek or States Point, or Promontory, 
they giving the Name of Vaarwe!! (which an[wers 
in the Dutch to Farewell) to a Cape that lies .to the 
Weftward of Greenland, in Lat. 6 I. and remark­
able by having a Bank off it, on which the Sound­
ings are forty Fathoms; the fame Cape which 
Monck fo named in the Year J 6 19, when he took 
his Departure from thence for America. This Staa­
ten Hoek of the Dutch, and which all EngliJb N avi­
gators know by the Name of Farewell, was firft 
difcovered by Capt. Davis in the Year 1585 (who 
was the firft Di[coverer to the Southward and 

C 2 \Veftward 
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Weftward of Greenland) and named by him 
Farewell, from not being able to come within 
two Leagues Qf the Land, as the Sea for that Di­
fiance from the Shore was full of Ice. The Land 
w~s very high and ragged, full of great Moun­
tains all covered with Snow; for fifty or fixty 
Leagues; it tends towards the Weft, and then 
lies direB:lyNorth; 110 Wood, Grafs, or Earth 
to be feen. In a following Voyage made in the 
Year J 586, the Ice lay then in fome Place~ 
twenty, fome fifty Leagues off, fo that he was 
forced to get into 57 Degrees to double (uch Ice, 
;md get into a fr,ee Sea. Mr. Hall afterwards named 
the fame Cape, Cape Chriflian, after the King of 
Denmark, in whofe Service he then was; gi;'ing 
a Defcription llmilar to that given by Capt.Davis, 
'pix. that it is a very high ragged Land, &c. and 
the Ic;:e lay far from the Shore, being thick tq­
wards the Land, with great Wands of Ice, fo that 
it was wonderful: And in another Voyage, which 
was in tht; Year 1606, Mr. Hall fell in upon his 
Return Home with Land to the Weftward of 
Farewell, but fuppofing by his Obfervation that 
the Ship was to the Southward of the Latitude of 
fuchCape( a Miftake which, conGdering theThick· 
pefs of the Air and the Inftruments made ufe of 
at that Time, might eaGly happen) and not being 
able to judge by the Shore, as it was thic;:k with 
Ice, whether the Land he then faw was Part of 
the Main or not: He fo relied on his Obfervation 
as to conclude that it was not Part of the Main but. 
p-luf'c be an Iflapd diftinB: from it, and tQ the South-

/ . 

wa,rd 
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ward of Cape Farewell, and therefore called the June. 

Land he fo faw Froft -Jjland, after the Name of his 
Ship. All other Navigators agree with the Defcrip-
tion given, defcribing it as high mountainousLand, 

theMountains like Sugar-Loafs, and thofe covered 
with Snow, Ice lying off it the whole Year. The 
Latitude of Iiarewe!l, which according to the beft 
Obfervation and fafeft to be ufed, is 59°. 45/1. 
and the Longitude 45°. being made, you are then 
fufficiently to the Weftward, fo that you may 
hawl more to the Northward. 

All the twenty-eighth, the Sea had appeared 
of a dirty green Colour, a Mr. Hall obferves, 
that in the Year 1605, Cape Chrij7ian bearing N. 
E. by E. by Compafs five Leagues diitant, and 
ftanding to Seaward from the aforefaicl Cape, 
he came into black Water as thick as though it 
had been puddle Water, failing in the fame for 
t:he Space of three Hours. 

The twenty-ninth was a clear beautiful Day, :Z9~h. 
with Sunfhine and little Wind; in the Morning 
we had a Fog Bank E. N. E. much rcfembling 
Land, feveral of them arofe in other Parts of 
the Horizon in the Afternoon. Thefe Banks 
will ftagger a good Judgment to clifcern in 
Places where Land may be expefred, whether 
they be Fog Banks or the real Land, efpecially as 
[uch Banks will often from the Sun's Refletl.ion 

• furchaJe'$ Pil. Lib. 4- Chap. J 4 
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June. appear white in Spots, refembling Snow on the 
Mountains fo ufual in thefe Parts. To diftin~ 
guiih whether it be a Fog Bank, or Land, you 
carefully obferve whether there is any Alteration 
of the Form, or Shifting of the Outlines, which if 
there is, as it is not the Property of Land to change 
the Form, you know it to be one of thefe Banks. 

We faw this Day, and alfo the Evening before, 
Birds which fome call Gulls, others Strikers, about 
the Size of a Gull, a Head white with a black 
Beak, fome of them had large black Spots upon the 
right Side of their Head, others not: Their Wings 
ihap'd Iike a Hawk's,which, as well as their Body. 
are of a whitil11 grey Colour, much the Colo ur 
ofa grey Owl in England : We fawalfo Willocks, 
Birds too well known on the Coaft of England, 
off Flamborough~head, and to the Northward, to 
need any Defcription here. 

3" The pleafant "\V cather continued to the Noon 
of the thirtieth, then hazy Weather at three in the 
Afternnool1, a brisk Wind with Mifling; in the 
Evening a Fog, which wetted, cauring Damp, 
cold" and raw Weather; the Fog lafted untilfour on 

July Ill. the Morning of July the firft, when hazy but dry 
afterwards; clear Weather and moift Fogs alter­
nately fucceecl until Noon, with a fenuble Diffe­
rence, as to Cold, when the Fogs were on, and, 
when not, the Noon was cloudy but with fome 
Sunfhine; and all the Afternoon hazy with fmall 
Rain, which was much warmer than the Fogs; 

the 
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the Wind alfo increafed; in the Evening to- July. 

wards eight was lefs, and the Sea grew down, 
when the Rain ceafed, with clearer Weather, tho' 
the Weather foon changed again; fmall Rain until 
twelve,and on July the fecond fmallRain until three, zd. 
Wind moderated, cloudy until eight; then a thick 
Fog and almofi: a Calm; fmall Rain at twelve, 
at one Rain over but cloudy; the Wind fprings 
up at two, afterwards blowing frefh, and from 
five to eight fmall Rain, the Gale continuing with 
Mining until next Morning, with the Change of 
vVind ; which was at Noon, to N. N. W. from 
the S. by E. it W:lS colder than it had been any 
Day before, and the Sea, which had continued 
from the twenty-eighth of a dirty green Colour, 
now appeared of a very deep Blue; the next 
Morning there were Squalls of Rain, and about 3et 
feven, the Wind moderating, it grew foggy. The 
Fog foon gone but frequentMifi:s between that and 
twelve; from twelve to fix cloudy, but the Sun. 
breaking out at Times; from fix to eight a Fog, 
then cloudy, and a Calm at Midnight; Wind to 
S. W. clear Weather, the LVi orning of July the 4th. 

fourth until five; from five to eight Mifling, 
and from eight to eleven hazy with fmall Rain, 
which about eleven tllmed out into a regular 
falling Shower, the only one we have had fince 
the eighteenth of June; it grew warmer after the 
Shower and a Calm followed; hazy in the fore 
Part of the Afternoon, afterwards cloudy with 
fame Rain at two; and at fix regular Showers. 
The Wind came about to N. by E. and at eight. 

to 
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Jllly. to W. and at ten to N. W. moderate but caufing 

it to be colder; about eight was a Fog, fo again 
frorb ten to twelve, and from twelve to two. 
July the fifth, a Fog which wetted much; until 
four hazy with Mi!1ing; and until fix foggy, 
when the Wind changed to W; S. W. Saw fe­
veral large Wands of Ice, the Morning being 
dear until ten; with an extraordinary bright 
Whitenefs in fome Parts of the Sky; the like we' 
alfo faw on the Evening before between nine and 
ten; an Indication of lee beneath. At ten hazy 
with Mi!1ing; at twelve dondy with fome Sun­
rhine, faw mote Ice; before one, dear pleafanf 
Weather, and much warmer; (fpeaking) with 
Refpect to the extraordinary cold Weather. 
which we had at Times, efptcially when foggy 
than at any Time we had had it fluce our leaving 
Farewell. From which Place the further we ad.; 
vanced, we had been ftill more fenfible of thO' 
Increafe of the Cold. 

The Afternoon cGntinuing cleat and pfeafant; 
faw more Wands ofIce, one equal in Size and much 
reiembliDg a large GothiL'k Church; appearing 
white by reafon of the Brightnefs of the Afternoon; 
but, as the Sun declined, it appeared of a bluifh 
Caft; fuch Weather as was in the Afternoon conti-

6th, nued all that Night, excepting Rain about teD, 
calm Weather until twelve, and the next Morn­
ing Rain at four and five a' Clock with light 
Breezes afterwards; heard frequently a great 
Rufh and Roar in the ~ ater from the Pieces of 

Ice 
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Ice which broke off from an Wand of very large July. 

Dimenfions near to us ; feveral other large Iflands 
in Sight; which feemed to be carried in two feveral 
Currents, the one from N. W. the other from 
N. N. W. and to unite in a Current we met witll 
the Afternoon before, l'lmning S. S. E. 1. E . 

• 

A large Wand of Ice overfet, or eat through 
by the Water, the upper Part fell in Sight of 
Mr. Hudfon, by which he learned not to go nc:ar 
the large Wands with his Ship. Gatonbe in 
his Account of NIr. Hall's Voyag, fays, they 
met with many Wands of Ice, which were 
very high like ,Mountains, fome of them they 
judged to be thirty Yards from the 'Water. 
a BaiJjne in his Account of Mr. B)1ot's Expe­
dition fays, " we failed by many great Wands of 
" Ice, fame of which were above two hundred 
" Feet high above Water (as I proved by one 
" fhortly after) which I found to be two hun­
.. dred and forty Feet high; and, if the Report 
" of fome Men be true, who affirm, that there 
" is but one feventh Part of the Ice above Water, 
" then the Length of that Piece of Ice which I 
,( obferved was one hundred and forty Fathoms, 
" or one thollfand fix hundred and eighty Feet, 
" from the Top to the Bottom: This Propor­
" tion I know doth hold in much Icc. but whe­
" ther it do fo in all I know not. However 
" incredible this may appear, it lUU[\: be ad-

• Purcbap; Pil. Lib. 4. Ch~p. I g. 

D mitted 
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July. mitted by all who have feen this mountainous Ice:. 
that there are Wands furprifingly large; and, If 
we confider the Size thefe Wands are of, when 
they arrive on the Banks of Newfoundland, aft~r 
receiving a great Diminution both from the Air 
and the Walb of the Sea in a Pair age of fo many 
Leagues, it will greatly help our Belief as to 
the prodigious Size which fome of thefe Hlands 
are of at their firft being afloat, or when they' 
are met with in thefe Parts. 

Thefe Wands are eafily avoided, as they 
move but {lowly; their Height and Colour 
make them very diftinguilbeable, even in the 
dark Nights; they are not fpread in the Sea like 
fmall mands, but often fingle without any other 
I{lana near them for Leagues, and if there are 
feveral Wands in Sight at a Time, they are always 
at a Diftance from each other. 

The Noon of the fixth was foggy, afterwards 
hazy; the "Wind N. and, as we paired near feveral 
large Iflands of Ice, they caufed a fenfible Chil­
nefs; at fix cloudy, the Wind N. N. W. and 
the Weather colder; at nine a Fog, and at half an 

i th . Hour after eleven a fmall Fall of Snow; the Morn­
ing of the feventh was hazy until two, foggy at 
four, afterwards pleafant clear Sunlbiny Wea­
ther' though very cold, fo the whole Day; and 
that Evening we looked out for Cape ReJolutirm. 

ReJolution was difcovered by Captain Da7Jis 
the thirty-firft of July, 1587, and the Eaft End 

thereof 
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thereof named Cape Warwick, or TVarwick's 
Foreland, in Honour of that noble Family who 
had fo greatly contributed to his Undertakings, 
as well as thofe of Sir Martin ForbiJher; and the 
next Day, falling in with the Southermofr Cape 
or Point of the Streights named it Cape Chidley. a 

Warwick's Foreland was again feen by Captain 
George Waymouth in 1602; the Headland rofe 
like an Ifland, and, when they came near the 
Foreland, they faw four fmall I!1ands to North-
ward, and three fmall Wands to Southward of 
faid Foreland. The Foreland was high Land, all 
the Tops of the Hills covered with Snow the 
28th of June; the three fmall Iflands to the 
Southward were alfo white, that they could not 
difcern them from Iflands of Ice; alfo there was I 

a great Store of drift Ice, on the Side of the 
Foreland, but the Sea was altogether void of Ice; 
the Land did lie N. by E. and S. by W. fix Leagues 
in Length. And the twenty-ninth at fix o'Clock 
in the Morning, they were within three Leagues 
of the Foreland, then the Wind came up at 
N. E. by E. a good friff Gale with Fog; and 
they were forced to frand to the Southward, be-
caufe they could not weather the Land to the 
Northward; and, as they frood Southward along 
by Warwick's Foreland, they could di((:ern no 
otherwife but that it was an Ifland, which, fays 
Captain Waymouth, " if it fall out to be fo, then 
" Lumly's Inlet (an Opening to the Northward of 

• PurchaJe's Pilgrim'. Lib. 4. Chap. 18. 

D2 " Refolution) 
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July. " ReJolution) and the next Southerly Inlet (by 

" which he means the Entrance betweenRefolution 
" and Cape Chidley )where the greatCurrent fetteth 
" to the Weft, muft of neceility be one Sea, which 
" will be the greateft Hope of the Paifage that 
" Way". Fromwhathathpreceded,wemaycon­
elude, that thofe twO, Davis and Waymouth, were 
tbe Lumiilaries that lighted HudJon into his 
Streights, who probably gave the Name of Re­
Jolution; for Sir <J'homas Button, the next after 
him, makes ufe of fuch Name,1 and, as a 
N arne given by fame prior Ad venturer, it is now 
appropriated to both the great and !eifer IOes, 
they being ftiled the IOes of ReJolution, and the 
Name of Warwick is almoft loft in that of Cape 
ReJolutiolt, as they both import the fame. Cape 
Warwick is rather to the N. E. than, as Captain 
Davis fays, to the E. according to BtJjfyne's 
Defcription, who, anchorillg in a good Harbour 
on the Weft Side of ReJolution, had an Oppor­
tunity to defcribe it with more Exacrnefs. An 
indifferent high Land to N. having one Hill or 

Summit to· the N. E. but to the S. it falleth 
away very low. 

Not feeing ReJolutiolZ in the Evening, we were 
8th. in Expectation of making it early the next Morn­

ning; at twelve hazy, at two a thick Fog, when 
we met with large Riplings and the Sea fetting 
twenty Ways, a Confirmation of our beina- within 

I:> 

two or three Leagues of the Streights; therefore 
brought too, as did Captain Moor, to wait for 

clearer 
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clearer Weather to go in with: Our Ropes were July. 

now froze with Ice hanging on them, which was 
the firft Time; the Weather not only cold, but 
difagreeably damp from the great Wetting of the 
Fog. Saw a Flight of wild Geefe and fome Sea 
Pidgeons; few Iflands of Ice paffed us in the 
Night, there was one large If1and in Sight with 
fomething looming near, which we could not 
make a ri ght Difcernment of it) but fuppofed it 
a Sail. 

At five, all Hands were called, the Fog clear­
ing fufficiently to fhew the fuppofed Sail to be a 
Parcel of Hummocks and fmall rounding Rocks, 
of a brown and yellowifh flakey Stone, with fame 
Spits or Inlets among the Rocks, which were full 
of Ice; the Fog hanging ftill on the high Land 
within, fa that we were prevented from a Sight of 
that. There was little Snow, fame in Spots or 
Ridges on the Side of the Hummocks. And upon 
this Shore which was the main Wand of Refolu­
tion (it being ftark calm with a {hong Swell;) 
the Swell fat us very faft with little Profpect of 
clearing it, though our Boats were hoifted out 
to tow, and all other Endeavours ufed to pre­
vent; with the Addition to our Misfortune of 
the Dobbs being feemingly nearer, fa in greater 
Danger than ourfelves: Had both Ships went 
Afhore, the moft the People might have 
expected was to fave their Lives, and to little 
Purpofe, as they would have been almoft 

under an abfolute Certainty never to be taken off, 
In 
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July. in want of all SubGLl:ance, nothing there to ere8: a 

Tent with, no Place of Shelter to retire to, but muLl: 

remain expofed to the open Air, in fo uncertain 
and fevere a Climate. To be affured of being 
without SubfiLl:ance and Refuge is not only the 
Cafe upon any Accident (fuch as the Ship's going 
Afhore, or {hiking upon the Rocks) happening 
at ReJolution, but it will be the fame, if fuch Ac­
cident happen in any Part of Hudfon's Streights, 
or in the Bay to the Northward: In which refpe8: 
thefe Voyages are more dangerous than any other 
that are undertaken. 

Coming nearer the Land, we found a Tide 
which, affifted by a Breeze of Wind, fet us off 
equally as faft from the Shore, as we had been 
before fet on by the Calm and the Swell, and 
entered HudJon's Streights about ten 0' Clock, 
meeting only with fmall ftraggling Ice, though 
the Entrance, or between ReJolution and the South 
l\/Iain, is often fill'd from Side to Side. The 
Streights to the Weftward of the Entrance are 
much broader than the Entrance, and, as the Ice 
is fet forceably by the Currents from the broader 
Part into the narrow, by confequence it jams 
and fills fuch Narrow; and this at all fuch Times 
as large Bodies of Ice come down: The Currents 

alfo as they come out of the Streights, and the ebb 

Tides, from being ftreightened by the narrownefs 
of the Entrance, run the more rapidly, and 
this Rapidity of the Tide and Currents, Davis 
and WaY1i1outh, the firft Difcoverers took for a 

certain 
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certain Sign of another Ocean near, and by reafon July. 

of their Rapidity called this Paffage a Gulf. 

The Weather was hazy until twelve, then 
fomewhat clearer, and we faw the high Land of 
Refollltion, E. S. E. fhewing like a dark thick 
Cloud; in the Afternoon pleafant Weather with 
fome Sun-fhine, met with fame failing Ice, fo 
termed becaufe a Ship can fail clearly betwet:n the 
Pieces of Ice without altering her Courfe; and 
faw the Loomings of the Land of both Shores, 
the Land fhewing very high. The next Morn- 9th . 

ing met with more Ice, when there was a regu-
lar Rain that lafted fame Hours, and tack'd for 
a large Body of Ice feen ahead, extending itfelf 
for Miles, and appearing juft above the Surface 
of the Water like a white Cruft or Rind; faw 
more Ice alfo in other Parts of the Day: This 
Day very cold, and in the Evening having a 
poppling Sea, were affured that we fhould be for 
a Time free from Ice, as the IvVater amongft, or 
near Ice, is at all Times fmooth; faw alia the 
Land of both Shore5, had a Fog about fix, which 
did not continue, and a Fog-Bank North. 

The next Morning, July the tenth, faw lO:h. 

Land N. E. clear Sun-fhiny Weather, but cold 
and at twelve the Land from the N. W. to the 
S. E by S. the Land S. E. by S. a low Point, 
and the N orthermoft Land high, with Spots of 
Snow lieillO' on it· our Diftance from [uch Lalld D , 

was fix Leagues. Captain lr1{)or hoifted his En­
{lgn 
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fign and fired feveral Guns as a Signal for Trade. 
the Wind being frefu and contrary. 

This Land feemingly of a brown flakey Stone, 
is very high but of a gradual Afcent, with the 
Top level, and is called 'ferra Nivca, or Snow 
Land; appears as Part of the Main, but fup­
pofed an Wand by Captain Fox and fome others. 
Having made little Way in the Night, with our 
Wind fmall and contrary, which continued, to the 
NIorning, very pleafant Weather, when Captain 
Moor again repeated the Signal for Trade. In 
the Afternoon it fell ftark calm; about two of 
the Clock we heard a Halloing from Shorewards, 
and with a Gla[s faw three Canoe.s coming; 
afterwards faw more Canoes, to the Amount 
of twenty, thofe in the hindermoft Canoes feem­
ing to labour extremely hard; they Halloed at 
Times, as they approached, which was anfwered 
from the Ships; when nearer, they called out 
Chima; this alfo is repeated by our People, and 
three Canoes which were forwarder than the reft 
made a Halt in a Line at about the Diftance of 
a Mufket-Shot; the Perfon in the middle Canoe, 
Elder than either of thofe in the other two, takes 
his Paddle with both Hands and holds it over his 
Forehead parallel to the Horizon, crying Chima, 
and lifting himfelf feveral Times from his Seat. 
the Perfon in theCanoe on the Right-hand ihewed 
a Piece of Whalebone, repeating Chima, and 
moved hisLeft-hand circularly upon his left Breaft; 
Cbima was an[wered from the Ship. and they ap-

proach 
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l?roach nearer, foon after the reft of the Canoes July, 

tame up. 

The People are-of a brown Compiexion, broad~ 
faced, with black Eye-brows, and Hair which is 
very thick, cut regulary round the Forehead. 
and reaching to their Shoulders; fome had 
it tied in Knots of each fide their Temples, 'Ie­
veral of the Elder ones had Whiikers, and one 
a !hort Beard: Their Eyes are fmall and brown, 
Nofe and Lips large, have very good Teeth, 
are tall, lufty rather than fat, ftreight-limb'd, 
their Hands ahd Feet fmall; cloathed all over, 
excepting Hands and Face, their Cloathing is Seal 
Skin, fome few have Deer-Skin; they wear both 
the Seal and Deer-Skin with the Hair on, and 
drefted fo as to be foft and pliable, They have a 
ihort Frock which reaches below their Hips, with 
Flaps that hang down about eight Inches b<:fore 
and behind, Sleeves that come to the W rifts, and 
a Hood or Capuchin which is of one Piece with the 
Frock, to put over the Head; the Frock is with­
out any Slit or Opening upon the Breaft or behind; 
there is a Border round the Face Part of the Ca­
puchin; there is alfo a Border at the Bottom of the 
Frock and at the Hands, which Borders are of 
Pieces of the Skin of a lighter Colour than the teft 
of the Frock; the Frock alfo is made of Pieces, 
and in the putting them together they have Re­
gard to the different Colours, fetti~g them off to 
the beft'Advantage, but when made lip they appear 
as one Piece~ They have open-kneed Breeches of 

E th~ 
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Jul),. the fame Materials as the Frock, made with a 

broad Waiftband, and Borders round the Knees, 
fewing in the Seams by which the Borders are 
joined, fhort black Hairs doubled, making a 
black Streak; and fometimes two of thefe 
Streaks at about an Inch from each other; they 
alfo do the fame in fewing on the Borders of 
the Frock; the Breeches have no Slit either 
before or behind, and there are Strings to the 
Waiftband which draw it clofe round the Waift : 
They have Boots which reach the Knees, of Seal 
or Deer-Skin, the upper Part, but the Feet and 
Soals of Sea Horfe Hide. They have Sandals of 
Seal Skin, or Sea-Horfe Hide; that hath had [he 
Hair taken off and afterwards been drdfed in Oil. 
Their Shoes alfo are made of Seal-Skin but with 
the Hair on; all wear Boots, Sandals and Shoes 
without Heels, and the Shoes as well as the 
Boots and Sandals are fewed together (having 
Strength and N eamefs) with the Sinews of Deer 
dried, and they few their Cloaths with the 
fame; they put at Times Skins of Willocks or 
Partridges as a Sock within their Boots or Shoes, 
with the Feathers inward or next their Foot: 
Their Glove.s are made of oiled Skin, with no 

Finger-Pieces, only a Thumb; fome with high 
Tops reaching almoft to the Elbow, others with­
out Tops not reaching the Wrift, thefe trimmed 
with aSlip of Fox, or fome other Skin. They 
have alfo a Piece of Cloathing which is made of 
Bladders, that are Brit cut out and 1haped, then 
rwry P;~ce joined to tli() other with a neat double 

Seam; 







Difcovtry Df a North-Wtj! PajJage. 27 
Seam, there is no Hood or Capuchin nor no July. 

Opening on the Breaft or behind, fa muft be PUt 

on over the Head, being fecured from tearing 
by a Border round the Neck, there are Arms to 
it, but reaches only to the Waift, and behind is 
a Slip of Whalebone fewed, as I imagine to tie to 
the Rim of their Canoe fo it becomes one Piece 
with the Canoe, preventing in rough Weather all 
Water from getting in. 

Their Canoes fuap'd fomething like a Shuttle, 
are about eighteen Feet in Length, and near 
three Feet broad in the Middle, the Prow is wider 
than the Stern, but both as a Shuttle terminate 
in narrow Points: They are made of Ribs and 
PieCes which run fore and aft to hold fuch Ribs 
together; the Ribs and Pieces are of Pine and 
knit together with Strips of Whalebone, and over 
the Whole is a Cover or Cafe of Skin which the 
Hair hath been cleared from and is well oiled, 
looking of the Colour of Parchment, and fuch 
Cafe is fewed together with {hong Seams, leaving 
only one Opening in the Middle of the upper 
Part of the Canoe for a Perron to get in to fit, 
and when in he fills it; their Seat is not upon a 
crofs Piece, but at the Bottom of the Canoe with 
a Skin u[ually under them; when feated, two 
Parts of the Body will be in the Canoe, and a 
Hoop or Rim, of about three Inches in Height 
round the Opening they fit in, Reaches as high 
to them as the Pit of their Stomach. 

E 2 The[e 
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Thefe Canoes they are dextrous in managing; 
and will paddle them at the rate of feven or eight 
Miles an Hour, looking when they paddle the 
fame way they are going: They ufe no. Motion 
with their Bodies, but lean Backwards, keeping 
themfelves very fteady, and all they move is their 
Arms and Shoulders, holding their Paddle with 
both Hands, their Paddle being double bladed, or 
two Paddles the Gripes or Handles fewed together, 
and the Blades one at each Extreme which they 
dip alternately, firft, one on the one fide, then the 
other on the other: The Paddle is about eight; 
Feet long, and tipped with Bone; a fmall way juft 
above the Blades of both Paddles, they make two 
Knobs which not only gives a better Hold by pre~ 
venting the Hands from nipping, but hath a fur~ 
ther Convenience, as the Water when they lifted 
the Pa.ddle would otherwife run to their Hands, 
(very unpleafant at Times in fuch a Climate as 
this,) but by thefe Knobs it is formed into Drops 
and fo moftly n,lns off, 

As they paddle about the Ship, they call out 
Shoot Cock, which implies, Whalebone, a fmall 
Quantity of this was traded for Hatchets, Saws, 
Files, Knives, and Needles. which aJfo were 
prefented to them. The People of the Ship bar .. 
tered their Knives and pieces of Iron Hoop for 
the Skin-Cloaths, the Indians being willing to 
difpofe of any Thing which they can get an ex .. 
chan~e for in Iron, fo ufeful for fixing to the 

End,$, 
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Ends of their Darts; and Harpoons and for many July, 

other Purpofes, -for which otherwife they only 
ufe Bone. 

Whatfoever they barter for, as foon as they 
get it they lick it with their Tongue, and 
then !hout, which the other Indians join in. 
If there are feveral Canoes alongfide the Ship, 
and one lying afide the other, all the Indians 
calling out to Trade, and you want to Trade 
with the Indian in the furthermoft Canoe, the 
reft will immediately, as Coon as they perceive 
it, give Way to let that Canoe come nearer. 
And as they carry moftly their Whalebone within 
fide their Canoes, and alfo the Cloaths which they 
have to difpofe of, Qr to put on in the room of 
thofe they may part with from their Backs (though 
they will fell all and go Home naked, if they 
can have a Market) but as to get thefe, the In­
dian muft quit his Seat, kneel upon the Top of 
the Canoe, and take them out by the Hole he 
fat in, which he cannot do without another Canoe 
lying alonglide to fteady his, anyone of the 
Indianr will readily do this Office for him. 

One of them who was offered a Barter for his 
Breeches, took another Indian and Canoe with 
him fame Diftance to fteady his Canoe while he 
got his Breeches off, which act of Decency was 
the more extraordinary as under their Breeches 
they wear Skins which pars from their Hips 

up 
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July. up between their Thighs, and ate faftened be­

hind. 

There is on the Outfide of their Canoes a Con­
trivance with a fmall Piece of Whalebone to hold 
their Harpoon, or Fifhing Tackle, and near be­
fore the Opening they fit in, have two Strings 
acrofs to tuck any thing under, and there fome­
times fhew a piece of Whalebone for Trade, fOIlle 
of them had on their Canoes behind them a 
Utenfil made of a Piece of Whalebone rounded, 
about three Inches high, and eight Inches itt 
Breadth, having a Crofs of Wood at the Bottom, 
one End of which frood out for a Handle, and 
on this lay Seals Flefh which they eat raw, others 
had it lying on theCanoe ; which tafte at Times, 
however difagreeable to us, is yet ufeful to them, 
for if they can eat Seal, there is fuch a Plenty of 
them in all thofe Parts, that they may depend 
upon Food be their Voyage ever fo long. 

One of the Indians had a Piece of Board formed 
as the Flap of a Jacky Cap, about four Inches 
in the broad eft Part, and eight Inches in Length 
or in that Part which he put to his Forehead, it 
being to affift his Sight upon his looking out, 
it was about an Inch thick, the Part next the 
Forehead, fa as not to cut the Forehead when 
tied on, and was paired gradually fa as 'to be thin 
at the outward Edge: This he put on to look 
out for three Boats of Women that were coming,. 
with fame Canoes, in which there were young 

Lad~. 
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Lads. Several of the Canoes went from the July. 

Ships to meet them, and returned with them, as 
the Boats came near, the Women made a great 
Shouting and Jumping; they are frout made~ 
much as the Men, only feem more upon a Cop-
per Complexion, their Features Softer, Hair 
better, Eyes black, (orne with their Hair tied, 
fame not: Their Cloaths the fame as the Men's, 
excepting that their Hoods are much larger, 
having alfo large Flaps before and behind; in their 
Hoods or Capuchins, they put their fmall Chil-
dren as alfo in the Tops of tneir Boots which fome 
of them have, being very large and reaching 
quite up to their Hips, they fett the Tops out 
with Whalebone, and the Boots are made of Sea-
Hode Hide oyled. 

In each of the Boats : there were from about 
thirty to forty Perfons, Women, Girls, and Lads. 
there feemed one Woman about the Age of fifty 
the others moftly thirty or under, and feveral 
Girls about twelve or fourteen, fame of the 
Women having fmall Children. They did not 
obferve that order in Trading as the Men, aU 
being defirous both Women anJ Boys of any 
thing they faw offered for Bartering, Halloing 
and reaching out their Hands, which the Girls 
did not, but they fuouted with the reft when any 
Thing was bartered. The Women trade their 
Cloaths as the Men; They had aleo Whale­
Fin; and fome Fox-Skins which they fuewed 
a long Time before they came to the Ship. [uch 

Skins 
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Skins feafonably killed, would be extraordirtafY 
Furrs: The Boys traded fmall Arrows, Models 
of Bows and of Canoes. Strings. of Beads were 
given to the Women, one to each, which they 
were extreamely defirous of; when one expeCted 
to have a String, and it was given to another, 
fue who was difappointed, would roll her Eyes; 
a Colour would immediately rife in her Face, and 
fhe would eagerly lick her Lips: Whatfoever 
they got, they did as the Men, immediately licked 
it. 

The Boats they came in were in Shape neareft 
to an eccentrick Oval, whofe largeft Diameter 
was about 20 Feet, whofe !hortdl:: about 5, the 
Head rather !harper than the Stern, high fided 1 

and rowed with two Sculls, much fuch as Gur 
Fi-!hermen ufe, fafrened to the Boats Gunnell 
with a Strip of Deer-Skin, the Boat is covered 
with oyled Skin, fuch as covers the Canoes, with 
Ribs of Pine of about the Breadth of four Fin­
gers, at aFoot Diftance the one from the other; 
and Rails Fore and Aft to confine the Ribs to ' 

which they are tied with Stripes of Whalebone; 
fo are the Pieces of Pine, whic:h run afore and 
aft, and alfo thofe that run crofs the Bottom; 
and the Skin which covers the Boat kerns to 

have no other Faftening than being fewed to the 
Rail, which is the Gunnell of the Boat. The 
'N omen row, one alCo freers with an Oar, and 
every Body frands, there being no Seat: Thefe 
Boats move very Oowly, and are called Luggage· 
Boats, by thofe who ufe BudJon's Streights, this 

feem 
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feem to be for the Convenience of tranfporting July. 

their Families and ProviGons, as their Filbing 
and H llnting makes it neceffary; in which they 
are employed all Summer, they procuring at that 
Time, as is fuppofed, their Winter Subfiftance, 
Dr great Part of it, and alfo their prefent Main­
tenance: It is probable they come into thefe Parts 
as foon as the Weather permits, and return with 
the Winter to the Southward, to the Labrador 

Coaft, which reaches to Lat. 52. conraining all 
the Lands between Hudfon's Streights, and the 
Streights of Bell-Ifle, at the Back of Newfound-

land. Some of theft Indians who live to the South-
ward have fair, others red Hair: They are all 
called Ejkemaux, which is a Word of Indian De­
rivation, from the Abenaguies Language, or the 
Language of thofe New England Indians, who 
a!fo are called Eaflern Indians, and probably 
were their Neighbours formerly; which Word 

alludes to a Cuftom mentioned, that of eating 
raw Flefh, and fignifies thofe who eat what is 
raw. This Opinion was carried fo far, that 
many believed they never did otherwife, and 
fuppofed that they made no Fires, out of a Re-
ligious Veneratioll, which they had for Fire 
irfelf as a Deity. But the Contrary is now well 
known. The Cuftom of eating raw Flelh was 
the Produce of N eceility, for, when hunting, the 
Country could :1fford them no Fuel to drefs it, 
they were aIfo at a great Diftance from their 
Tents; and the then Ufe of it might make raW 
Flelh not quite difagreeable to them, at fome 

F othe 
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July. other Times when Hungry: But, when at 

their Tents, they make a Fire of Sea-Weed dried 
(as hath been obferved of thofe Ejkemaux to the 

Weftward of the Bay) and drefs their Meat, pre­
ferring the Meat fo d reffed to their Eating it raw. 
It is not above nine or ten Years fince they have 

been feen in the Streights in fuch Numbers, and 
which probably is upon the account of Trading 
with the Ships; they feem to love Society for 
their Habitations, are never ilngle, but conilfr of 
a Ntimber of Tents pitched near one another. If 
we confider the Age, both of the Men and Wo­
men who were alongfide the Ship, mofr of them 
People in the Prime of Life, we may fuppofe 
that thefe only come abroad on thefe Expeditions 
to hunt, and the antient People fray at Home. 
As to their Religion and Cuf1:oms, little Ac­
count can be given; their Language not being 
underftood, no one now goes afhore amongfr 
them, and they are only feen by thofe in the 
HudJon's-Bay Ships, once in twelve Mon~;1s> for 
a few Hours on their Outward-bound PaiTage, 
and it is feldom they are feen when the Ships 
Return; but when they are, it is more to the 
Southward off ManJell's Ifland, tho' there is no 
one of the Iflands from which they have not 
come off to Trade. 

In their Trading they are fufficiently Sharp. 
yeu 111ew them what you will Barter~ and then 
you take from them what you intend to Truck~ 
but they are for giving as little as they can, be-

ing 



DiJcovery of a North-Wefl PqfJage. 3S 
ing very unwilling to make any Additions to July. 

their firi1: Offer; when you have got as much of 
theirs (which you lay in a Heap) as you want for 
your Goods: you then give them your Truck, 
if they do not accept it, you then return them 
theirs. 

Mr. BaJfy;te in his Account of Mr. Bylot's Ex­
pedition in 16 I 5, tells us, that while they were 
fur ling their Sails on coming to an Anchor off of 
Savage liles, (and which mes took their Name 
upon the following Occafion) they heard and 
Jaw a great Company of Dogs, howling and 
barking, which appearing ftrange, they fent 
their Boat near Shore to fee if they could difcern 
any People, the Boat returned, and thofe who 
had been in the Boat faid there were Tents, Ca­
noes, and Dogs, but for People they faw none; 
afterwards Mr. Baffyl2e and feven others armed, 
went to the Tents, but found Nobody, marched 
to the Top of the Hill, and from thence faw a 
Canoe which had about fourteen People in it, 
whom they called to in Greenlandijh, and made 
Signs of FriendfiJip. They did the like to him, 
but were fearful of him, and he, not trufting 
them, alfo, made Signs of a Knife and other 
Trifles, which he left \lpOn the Top of a Hill, 
and returned to the Tents again, where they 
found to the Number of 30 or 40 Whale-fins, 
with a few Seal-Skins, which they took, leaving 
for them, Knives, Beads, and Counters. They 
found a Place where there were the Images of 

F :: Men, 
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July. !'vIen, and one Image of a Woman, which 

Mr. Baffyne brought away with him. 

Amongft thefe Tents, being five in Number, all 
covered with Seal-Skins, were running twenty­
five or thirty Dogs, the moft of them muzzled, 
they were of a mungril Maftiff Breed, being 
of a brindle black Colour, looking almoft like 
Wolves; thefe Dogs they ufe to draw their 
Sleds. 

Monck in his Expedition in the Year 16 r 9, 
met with the Ejkemaux on an Wand on the North 
Shore, of the Streights, which is neither Named 
nor the Latitude or Longitude of it givenbut, on 
the firft Day they went Afhore, they perceived 
that there were Inhabitants, on the fecond they 
faw a Company of them, who all hid their Arms 
behind a Rock near to which they then were, and 
afterwards faluted the Danes, which the Danes 
returned, the Ejkemaux cautioufly keeping be­
tween the Danes and their Arms; which never­
theleis the Danes got too, and the Ejkemaux 
finding their Arms taken were grea.tly perplexed, 
and by Signs intreated the Danes to reftore them, 
exprdling alia that they had no other Way to 
fubGfl: but by Hunting, in which they made 
Ufe of thefe Arms, offering them their Cloaths 
in Reftit~ltion; this moved the Danes Com­
rallion, the AnTIS were refl:ored, and the EJke­
maux fbewed their Senfe of the Kindnefs by 
falling {)n their Knees; the Danes then prefented 

them 
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them with Knives, Toys and Looking-glaffes, July. 

which they were much taken with, and they in 
Return gave a Quantity of dry Fowl and Filh. 
That Night the Danes failed, but were forced 
to return the next Day, when they found every 
thing they had prefented them with hung with 
a String on the Shore, and the EJkemaux gone. 
They faw feveral Times afterwards in other 
Parts, Marks of their being, or having been 
there, but could not attain a Sight of them. But 
to proceed on pur own Voyage. 

About Night there fprung up a light Breeze at 
half an Hour after the EJkemaux lefi: us, this 
Breeze continued, the Weather warm and plea­
fant, which we attributed to the Wind being 
Eafierly, and our being clear of Ice. 

At Noon 1uly 12th, faw four Wands, three IZth, 

leffer and one larger; the large Iiland called Sad­
dJe-Back mand, the largdl: of the other three, 
the great Salvage me; the other two the leffer 
Salwlge mes, and, one of thefe Il1ands lying 
within the Inlet much further than the reft, 
they are not all feen until you are abreaft of 
them. This Inlet opens to the Northward, and 
is fuppofed alfo to run on the Back of crerra 
Nivea, into Mi}lake-Bay, and by Lumley's Inlet 

. to communicate with the Ocean, there proceed 
from it {hong Currents which bring down great 
Qyantities of Ice at Times, and thefe encountering 
with the Ice and Currents down the Streights 

callfe 
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July. caufe a great Jumbling and Confullon among the 
Ice; when you are paffed thefe If1ands, you are 

fuppofec1 to have paffed the moll dang€rous Part 

of the Strcights, with refpeCt to the Ice. Eaft 
of thefe J Oanc1s is the Shore of 'rerra Niwa, to 
the '>IVe1hvard a high Bluff Land; the Eaftermoft 
Point of which is now called Salvage-Point. 
Draughts of thde Lands or of any others in or 
about the Streights it is fcarce pollible to make; 
becaufe they are almoft at all Times covered with 
light Fogs; and a true Draught, when made, 
would be ufelcfs, as the Lands on account of 
thole Fogs :!bew very feldom or eve;r as they 
really arc, but at all Times diiferent. 

The pleafant warm Weather continued, the 
Evening, that Night, and Part of the next 

'3th. Morning, when, as well as on the Evening be­

fore, there appeared feveral Fog Banks in the 

Horizon. About fix in the Morning faw a 
large Ledge of Ice, (it grew cold and we had 
Rain) hearing the Rut of Water through it 
though at a League Diftance; we tacked and 
avoided it. The vVeather proved cloudy and 
fmall Rain, the whole Day excepting about two 
Hours at Noon, at two in the Afternoon met 
with low flat If1ands of Ice, of a lightifh blue 
Colour, thick covered with Snow, the Surface 
of the Icc very uneven mnch refembling Heaps 
of Stone at a Quarry's Mouth; which Icc we 
continued to traver[e all that Afternoon and the 
Night, feeing about five that Evening the Land 

off 
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off of Hopes Advance. About [even the next July. 
Morning July the 14th, (frill traverfing the 14th• 

Ice) faw the South Shore again, very high Rock 
and with a great Quantity of ree fettled under it. 
The Wind about eight at Night of the thirteenth 
changing from N. N. E. to N. W. by N. the 
Rain ceafed, it continuing cloudy with the 
V\T eather Chill, and at tep the Morning of the 
fourteenth had a thick Fog, when it al[o became 
very Colc.l; at eleven we got into a clear Sea, 
and free from Ice, having a fair Afternoon, and 
Night with a Continuance or rathc-r IncreaCe oj 
theColdtheWindbeingN.N. W. andN. \\'. 
and in the Night a [mall Dew fell: This Ice Wl 

had been traverfing the thirteenth, and to the 
Noon of the fourteenth (Cometimes TJ.ckiilg on 
account of the Ice being clore, and at other Times 
there being room to pars, keeping our Courfe) is 
what the former Di[coverers called Mcjbfd or 
Fleaked Ice; of which Captain Fox fqs, a " you 
" fhall have numbers of Ifbnds innnite, fome of 
" the ~antity of a Rood, others;:. Perch, or an 
" Acre, fome two Acres, but the greater p;)rt 

" of thefe Iflands are [nllll, and ;:.beut a Foot or 
" 2 or more above the W atcr, and 8 or 10 or 
" more under the Water." We raw t!le Land the 15th. 

Noon of the fifteenth (clear Sun-Dliny VVeather 
with an Alteratio.n to Warm, and a light Breeze 
at W. S. W.) The Land of the North Shore 
from the N. E. by N. Eafterly to the S. E. is. 
the Land of the South Shore from the W. by S. 
Southerly to the S. W f S. a long Ridge of Land) 

covered 
• North-Weft, F,,>;. 1. 186. 
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covered with large Spits of Snow; at about four 
Leagues Diftance, and the North' Shore about 
nine Leagues, on which we alfo faw fome Snow 
lying; both Shores are very high, and conGft of 
a brown barren Rock; in the Land to the N orth­
ward feveral Inlets, and feveralll1ands off Shore, 
moft of which in Time have received Appella­
tions, by the former Difcoverers more out of 
Complement to their Employers, than any Ufe 
that could be colleCted from their being fo 
named, therefore thofe who have gone this 
Voyage <!fter having neglected to apply thefe 
Names to the feveral Wands. It is not now 
known to which of the Wands the Names pro­
perly belong. Captain Jvloor fired feveral Times 
in the Morning in Hopes of'I!)ther ViGt from 
the EJkemaux. Saw to-day a Number of Sea-Spi­
ders, the Whales Food, too well known from 
the many Defcribers to need any Defcription here. 
Though we had from the fourteenth at Noon, to 

the fixteenth, clear pleafant Weather; the Sea 
Calm, with light Breezes of vVind: it may 
not be to thefe Circumftances that we mufr in­
tirely attribute ourCompafs, not Traverling with­
out ftirring the Box with the Hand or a wooden 
Rod. At Noon of the fixteenth, it grew hazy 
and at one we began to pafs amongft Ice which 
feemed very rotten, the Snow looking of a grey 
Colour upon it; continue palling Ice, which at 
fix grows much thicker, and meeting with a 
Ridge of Ice, which had Spots of Water within 
it, and the Water to be feen, beyond it we enter 

and 
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and pulh through: This Ice and that we faw all July. 

the latter Part of the Afternoon, far exceeded in 
Dimenfions the dual Beaked fce before men~ 
tioned, there being flat Pieces whofe Surface were 
not in Contents lefs than forty A cres, and to a 
'Piece the Surface about fix Acres we grappled '" 
at eight. Saw this Morning a Number of Seals, 
four or five together, and this Day and Yefrer-
day more than at any Time before; Cape Charles 
bearing South of us in the Evening, dift-ant five 
Leagues, which was firfr named by Mr. HudJon, 
Mount Charles, defcribed as Part of the Main, 
and is fo expreifed in all the old Charts, but in 
them called Cape Charles; even called by Cap-
tain Fox Prince Charles's Cape on the South 
Main; now known to be Part of an IOand which 
is named the Wand of Charles, having a high 
bluff Rocky Land to the N. E. whi<;h is the 
Cape, or Cape Charles; the I!land rllnning low 
to the vVefrward . 

.. To grapple we iload, having but a fmall Sail out. direEtly 
for the MidJle of the Piece, and came to it as {low and eafie 
as poflible, lowering our Topfail-Yards: When we touched 
the Ice. the Lieutenant with two Hands immediately Hepping 
f'om oft the Ship" Head upon the Ice; one Hand with an 
Ice-Ho.k, which is an Iron fhaped like an S. of about three 
Feet long, of good Strength, [he Liemenant with an Ax to 
chip a Hlle in the Jce to fix one End of the Ice-Hook in. and 
the other Hand with a Rope which hath a Thimble, or bit 
cflron Ring at the End, to put over that cum of the lee.Hook 
which lies up; and [he other End of the Rope is Aboard. This 
iz done with all pcflible Agiljty to prevent the Trouble that 
might otherwife happe", by the Ship's fwinging off. When 
one Ice-Hook is hxed, they carry out another Ailern, and 
fame from the Midfhips, confineing the Ship to lie Alongfide 
the Piece of lee, as quietly and clofel}' as if at a Key-Side_ 

G The 
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July. The Piece of Ice we grappled to had a Pond 

upon it (as many Pieces have) the Water tho' 
produced from the melted Snow, is extreme 
good and fit for all U fes. We took the Opportu­
nity of filling fuch Water-Cafks as were empty, 
but not from any N eceility that we were under 
fDr want of Water, or being any ways iliort ofit. 
Thefe Ponds in Time, work through the Piece 
to the Sea-Water, which you readily perceive 
upon tafting, by the Water being Brackiili, and 
is then unfit for Vfe. Thefe Ponds by thus 
working through, greatly contribute to the Dif­
folution of the Ice. 

Soon after Gr,appling, the Ice elofed round us 
17th• for fame Leagues, which in the Morning was 

fome-what parted; in the Afternoon the Water 
made a great Rut, as though pailing through an 
Arch, being the Flood-Tide with a fhong 
Wind which caufed the Ice to feparate more 
than it haq done in the Morning, but the Wind 
being too fcant, and blowing too freili for our 
making any Way: It was to no Purl?oie to un­
grapple. 

We were warmer that Evening we grappled 
and the next Day, though furro\lnded by the 
Ice, than we had been at any Time {inee the 
fira: of 'july; the Weather dark and hazy. 

From N. W. away to S. the Horizon looked 
'1bout feven in the Evening of the feventeenth, 

,e4';tremelr 
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extremely black, afterwards Thunder and Light- July. 

ning from that Quarter with fome Rain, about 
eight that Part of the Horizon cleared fome-
what, appearing of a red fiery Colour, ana the 
Flafhes of Lightning feemed to be larger than 
before; the Thunder died off by twelve, but 
the Lightning then at E. by S. continued; it 
alfo blowed hard with Rain. By three in the 
Morning of the eighteenth, the Lightning was 18th; 

round to N. and N. E. Lightning in both Points 
at one and the fame point of Time, the Flafhes 
long and great: the Wind thell fell little, and 
there came on a thick wet Fog. 

Excepting a fewIl1ands, at a fmall Diftanc.: the 
Sea was clear of Ice to the N. and W. The Ice 
which was nearer, though it furrounded the Ship, 
was alfo much feparated, but from the Wind 
being W. by N. and little, afterwards a Calm, 
we could not prefs through the Ice that was near 
to get into fuch clear Sea; driving with the 
IOand we were grappled to S. E. as did the Ice 
round us; feeming to approach a large c10fe 
Body of Ice, and to have another coming down 
upon us. The Wand we were fo faft too was 
thawed in manyPlaees, thePonds foaked through, 
and before-.fix parted in three Pieces, [etting 
the Ship loofe, but fhe was hauled alongfide 
the Dobbs, our People firft taking in the Iee­
Hooks. 

At Seven (Cape Charles bearing S. W. by S, 
Diftant about five Leagues from our having 

G 2 drove 
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July. drove confiderably with the Ice) we loofed with 

the Wind, at W. by S. and kept working to 
the Windward amongft Ice, with aN. W. Courfe 
until ten, when trere was a fall of Sleet ; and it be­
coming hazy Weather with a hard Gale of Wind 
at N. Both Captains agreed to Grapple; be·, 
fore N 0011 Snow and Rain, with quite a Storm 
of Wind at N. 

The Ship being to the Windward of the Ice, 
as was alfo the Dobbs, (and the Ice not fetting 
round with them as is ufuaJ, and laying them to 
Leeward) they jogged much, beating their Sides 
againft the Ice: The Piece broke about two in 
the Afternoon, the J;Iooks held it together fome 
little Time; afterwards, it came into fo many 
Pieces, that they were forced to caft the Ships 
off; before the breaking of the Ice, many 
Pieces drove down upon us, which were fet off 
with the Ice-Poles, one very large and heavy 
Piece, threatning to llnlift or damage the 
Rudder. • 

* From the Accident of the Ice breaking, might be [een 
the Service of the [mall Boats (which are from eleven to four­
teen Feet in Length) carried by Shipa which go into thefe 
Streights; they are convenient for carrying out Ropes, fetch­
ing the Hooks off the Ice, and the People off the Ice, gone 
out to get {uch Hooks, but prevented pe, haps from returning 
by the Piece they were on paning and fwimming away; the 
Size of the Boats making them l'onable fa as they can be 
heighlled upon a Piece of Ice if another Piece is driveing down 
upon it, or carried over a Piece when there is not Room lor· 
paffing between two Pieces, which other Eoats from their Size 
~retoo Cumberfome for, and asthey cannot be lifted about, are 
Jla~le eve.ry Minute to be fraved by fome of the Pieces of Ice, 
which [\VIm c10fe and near each other when the Ice is lid! 
feparated, this Boat alfo at other Times hangin.,. on the 
Q!!arte~ is read}" to lower at Sea, up~n any Accide~t which 
makes It Neceifary for to lower a Boat. 

Captain· 
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Captain Mow cail: off firfi-, drove juil: clear July. 

of us, and the fame Weather continuing made 
fail: to another Piece, which not being fufficient 
to hold both Ships, we grappled to an Wand at 
fmall Diil:ance, but the Dobbs driveing with the 
Ice to the Leeward, the California ahead, were 
two Miles diil:ant in the Morning; nor was it 19:h. 

pollible to cail: off to get nearer each other, when 
they perceived their being fet with the Ice con­
trary Vvays: It becoming foon after the Ship's 
grappling a clofe Body of Ice, with only imall 
Spots of Water here and there, for Leagues 
round, and farther than the Eye could carry 
from the Mail:-head ; the fame on all Sides; a 
melancholy ProfpeCl: was it not known that in 
a few Hours the whole Scene might change. 
Such Circumil:ances as thofe we have Jail: related, 
lead Mr. Httdfon into Defpair, fearing he never 
1hould get out of, but perifh amongft the Ice a 

" The Storm ceafing (fays Pricke! who gives an 
" Account of Mr. Httdfon's Voyage, we ftood 
" out of the Ice, where we raw any clear Sea to 

" go to, which was fometime more and fome-
" times !efs. Our Courfe was as the Ice did 
" lie, fometimes to the North, then to the 
" N orth-Weft, and then to the Weft, and to 
" the South-Weft, but ftill inclofed with Ice, 
" Which when our Mail:er faw, he made his 
" Courfe to the South, thinking to clear him_ 
" felf of the Ice that Way, but the more he 

• Purchaje's Pilgrim!; Lib. 3 Chap. 17, P. 59&· 

" i1:rove, 
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Joly. " ihove, the worfe he was, and the more il1~ 

" elofed, until he could go no further. Here 
" our Mail:er was in Defpair, and (as he told this 
" Pricke! after) he thought he never fhould have 
" got out of the Ice but there have perifhed." 

The Wands of Ice which we faw for thefe fe­
veral Days pail:, as to Colour, they were of a 
light Blue, mofrly covered with a thick Snow, 
fwimming a fmall height above the Water, and 
upon their Surface there were Pieces of lee of a 
thoufand various forms; and when thefe Wands 
(which feparated, were mofrly large, few of 
them lefs than three Acres) came to clore and 
join, thefe different Forms of the Ice on the Sur­
face, and which you would fee for Leagues toge­
ther, made a very romantick Appearance. The 
""Veather though dry altered to be very Cold, the 
Wind which Jeffened in the Night, now the next 
Morning, July the 19th about fix, blowed hard 
at N. and the Sea which over-night was fo thick 
with Ice as nothing eIfe could be feen: By eight 
this Morning was fo cleared by the Tide and 
Current that we could get on our Way, and 
without Difficulty run Down to Captain Moor, 
who alfo got 011 his Way. From eight it fet on 
Raining, continuing moil: of the Day, and until 
twelve at Night, with hazy Weather, the Wind 
lefs. In the afternoon we faw a Part of the South 
Main through the Haze, with Snow upon it. 
very high hilly Rocks, the Southermoil: Part 
W. by S. with a Ledge of Ice lying before it, 

and 
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and Cape Charles N. W. by W. ~ W. five or fix July. 

Leagues. Therefore reckoned that while amongft 
the Ice, the Ship had been fet about five Leagues 
to S. E. We proceeded all Night, and until 
the Noon of the next Day which was much as 2o:h. 

the Night before, cold, rainy, dirty Weather, 
frequently feeing Ice, but keeping clear from 
any Body of it. But in the Afternoon then lefs 
Rain and hazy with little Wind, paffed amongft 
Ice, and at fix in the Evening upon Captain Moor's 
Signal grappled; Captain Moor giving for a Rea-
fan that the Wind was fcanting and a lio-ht Foo-

~ 1:>" 
was come on. 

The Ice was pretty clofe about us all the Night 
until the Morning of the 2 dr, and freih Wind at Z In. 

N. but the Weather clear and hazy alternately. 
At fix in the Morning of the 21ft, Cape Cbarres 
bearing S. five Leagues, we had got no Ground 
fince the fixteenth in the Evening, Cape Charles 
then bearing the fame; clofe hazy Weather the 
refl: of the Day, and the Haze thick upon the 
the Shore until five in the Afternoon, 'Yhen it 
cleared; and then we were within two Leagues 
of fuch Cape, having drove with the Wand we 
were faft too, three Leagues fince fix tha~ 

Morning. 

At ten in the Evening we ungrappled from 
the Ice, were foen in a clear Sea, clear Weather 
that Night and the Morning of the twenty-feco6d zzd. 

u.l1t.ill ten" tb.en foggy with a dark hazy After-
. . NQ~ 
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Noon, cold, but a pleafant Gale of Wind, at 
E. S. E. pailing much Ice at the Time, and run 
during the whole Afternoon by a prodigious Body 
of flat level Ice, to Southward, which was con­
tinual without Break, and feemed to ftretch quite 
to the Shore, fuch as the Dutch call a Wall of 
Ice. 

In the Evening of the twenty-{econd, the Ice 
we paft amongft fwam much clofer, or the Pieces 
nearer each other, then what we had before met 
with in the Day, and two Pieces which we paired 
between, immediately after joined, and hindered 
the Dobbs from pailing; upon which we ftood 
towards her, then having an Opening; but there 
being a thick Fog, and the Ice coming down 
very faft, it was thought moft advifeable to 
grapple; the Fog cl~f'ed about ten, hazy from 
that Time to four, when the Ice furrounded us 
on all Sides. Clear Weather until feven, when 
the Ice was fet away by the Currents, as the Day 
before; with little Wind at S. S. E. 

At eight that Morning 1uly the 23d, the Wand 
of SaliJbury bore N. diftant {even Leagues, high 

and rocky like the North and South Shore of the 
Streights, of an Oblong form lying in Latitude 
63. 30. and Longitude 73. W. firftdifcovered by 
Mr. HudJon, who fays in his Account, " a The 
~, fecond Day of Auguft we had Sight of a fair 

" . .Purchaj"s Pif. Lib. 3. Cljap. '7, P. 597' 
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"Head-Land on the Northern Shore, fix July . 
.. Leagues off, which I called Salifbury's Fore-
H land:" After the R t. Hon. and not to be 
forgotten (asCapt. Fox exprdfes himfelf) ROBER T 

CECILL, Earl of Salijbury (in the Year 1610) 
Lord High Treafurer of England. Pricket in his 
Account of Hudfon's Voyage fays, " To the 
" North and beyond this, th<l.t is, Cape Charles, 
C< lies an Ifland, that to the Eaft hath a fair Head, 
" and beyond it to the Weft other broken Land, 
" which maketh a Bay within, and a good Road 
" may be found there for Ships; our Mafter 
" named the firftCape Salijbury." Captain Fox, 
who was within four Miles, fays it is high Land 
but not clifted. It is now difcovered there are 
two If1ands, the one fmall to the South-Eaft-
ward of the other, which is termed Cape Salijbury; 
and the larger lOand is the IOand of Sa/ijbur} ; 
there is alfo another fmall li1and to the N orth-
ward of SaliJbury li1and. We were at no Time 
nearer than [even Leagues. 

Ungrappling at eleven, the Ice was (0 pafted 
that with the Amfl:ance of the Wind right aft, we 
could force through: Enjoying fine Weather 
with Sunibine, al(o warm. At four could pais 
the Ice without almofl: altering the Helm; but 
having a great Wall of Ice 011 the Weather-Bow. 
It was obfervable of thefe fmalllOands we palTed 
amongft, that they were not fet by the Current 
any Way, but remained in one Place; the Water 
OIS calm as in a Mill-Pool, only now and then 

H one 
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J lily. one of thefe fmall Wands would fuddenly ihoot 
f wifd}' forward a hundred Yards, and then 
return almoft with an equal Agility to the Spot 
it went from, and there remain ftill, and this­
with little Perturbation of the Water. 

The Current at eight at Night of the 23d (tho; 
the Surface of the Water was calm and fmooth; 
fet both Ships fo ftrongly OIl a Piece of Ice, that 
they were forced to grapple, and then Salifbury 
bore N. N. VV. eight Leagues, further diftant 
than in the Morning, or we were more to the 
Southward and Eaftward than in the Morning. 
The Ice, while we were forcing through, and the 
Time we had grappled to it, from two to four 
in the Afternoon, having fet with us to the 

,Southward, more than we could recover between 
four in the Afernoon, and eight in the Evening; 
though we fteered a Weft Courfe, and feem­
ingly went ahead: All the Advantage received, 
we were nearer a clear Sea, and out of the 
thicker Part of the Ice. The Night was clear 

z-Lth. and pleafant, fo the Morning of the twenty­
fourth, and the Ice which had elofed round us 
opened to N. W. Cape Charles S. E. eight 
or nine Leagues. At ten caft oa', and afterwards 
1aw a Whale of about thirty Feet in Length, con­
trary to the ufual Obfervation of their not being 
in HudJon's Streights, excepting juO: at the En­
trance, was of the right Whalebone Kind; fteered 
from the Ship, and dived under a large Wall 
'~f Ice to the Leeward. Cape Charles then bore 

S. iE., 
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S. f E. nine orten Leagues. SaliJbury N. N. W. July. 

eight or nine Leagues. 

Sailed all the Morning between two Bodies of 
Ice, in a Channell of about a League wide, fome 
'fmall Wands of Ice fwimming by us, fo till three 
in the Afternoon, when we grappled to a very 
large Body that reached for Miles. The Tide 
foon bringing down another Body of Ice towards 
us, which, though a very large Body, would 
firft drive one Way with great Swiftnefs, pre­
fently ftop, then return; the fmaller Pieces with 
the Impulfe of the Water tumbling over and 
over; at half an Hour after twelve a Part of it l5 th .. 

.came down to the Ship, chucked her clofe up to 

the Ice !he was faft to; breaking away one of 
the Hook-Re>pes, and breaking aifo the Part of 
the Ice !he was faft too in feveral Pieces. At fix 
the Water had opened the Ice juft about where 
the Ship lay, fo as to form a fmall Bay, which 
gave an Opportunity to grapple to a freih Piece, 
Captain Moor continuing as he was; and in fix 
Hours the Current brought the Ice fo in between 
the two Ships, that they were more than a Mile 
diftant from each other; all Endeavours to get 
the Ships nearer were Ineffectual: The Ice be-
ing inieparable, as it was very little decayed. 
This Ice was whitt', quite to the Bottom, about 
fifteen Feet in Depth. It was the Ice out of forne 
fre!h Water River. 

H2 Three 
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July. Three of the Ship's Company tempted by the 
Weather (which continued warm and plcafant 
with Sun-fhine) walked over the lee in the After· 
noon to' the Dobbs, then at the fame Diftance as 
at N Don, more than a Mile off, not meeting 
with above three Openings or Splittings in the 
Ice, neither of which were above aFoot broad. 
But they had not been Aboard the Dobbs half an 
Hour before the Ice was opened by the Tide, 
forming an infinite NumberofIf1ands, and fa wide 
a Channel between the two Ships, in the very Part 
juft before walked over, that the Doths [ailed 
down to join the California: Which Relation is 
made [olely with an Intent to precaution others. 

z~th. In the Night, July the 2~th, a large Piece of 
Ice drove alongGde Captain Moor, fix Fathom 
and a half in Depth, with a Tong. 'What is 
called a Tong is a fharp-pointed Piece, which 
projects from the other Parts, is very hard, and 
ufually appears of a light Blue, (which Tong ran 
under his Ship, and by lifting her, brought her 
almoft on her Careen, or almoft laid her abroad­
fide.) It is from thefe Tongs, (which from their 
being under Water are more concealed, and from 
their Hardnefs if touched, are capable of pierce­
ing a Ship under her Bends, fo foundering her) 
that proceeds the greateft Danger amongft the 
Ice. They !hould be carefully look'd for, and at 
all Times avoided. 

The 
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July. 

The Morning of the 26th, we were inclofed z6th. 

in Ice; it was cloudy, the Sun feldom fhewing 
itfelf, with little "Vind at N. N. W. the Weather 
only chill; at Noon had a fmall Shower of Rain; 
in the A ftemoon about two, fome Thunder and 
Lightning, when we were ungrappled, tra­
verGng the Ice which was cleared from the Head 
of the Ship with Handfpikes; at five grappled 
again, but to two different Pieces through N e­
ceffity; which caufed us to be feparated in the 
Morning of the twenty-feventh, about half a 
League. The Ice incloGng us on all Sides with-
out the leaft Water to be feen, and one of the 
largeft Pieces of Ice feen finee Entering the 
Streights, being as high as our Deck" fat clofe 
upon our Bow, not without putting us under 
fome Apprehenfions, for fear the Piece would 
overfet, or break, and fo do the Ship a Damage. 
The Evening was pleafant, but the Night cloudy 
with a frefh Gale at W. S. W. and from eleven 
to twelve Rain. 

The Morning of the 27th was cloudy, fo rill z7th. 

Noon; had heighfted fome Sail to prefs the 
Ship forward in the Ice, which was fo clofe that 
it was to little Purpofe. And in the Afternoon the 
People were imploy'd, in wrenching the Pieces 
of Ice afunder with Handfpikes, which ftuck with 
their Ends jambed the one under another, they 
breaking off alfo the Points of the Ice with Hat­
chets, and going out with Warps ahead to tow, 

aU 
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July. all with lefs Succefs than their Labour feemed to 
deferve; the Ice cloling very faft, and obliging 
us to grapple again at nine. What added to 
their Difficulties, it rained hard, all the Time, 
and fell very cold, which Weather continued un-

aZ,b. til twelve, the Wind varying from vV. S. W. to 
S. W. by S. and W. about one N. W. then a 
Fog, and the Ice feparating fa much that both 
Ships drove a-pace to Eaftward, with the Wands 

they were faftened to, and Captain Moor by 
two was within half a Mile of us, firing a Gun, 
a Signal in the Fog, to know where we were; 
the Signal was anfwered, and the Dobbs foon 
after feen, as the Fog cleared a little, which it 
continued to do and thicken until four, then 
cleared intirely. But, the Wind being contrary 
ftill N. W. a frefh Gale, could not ungrapple. 
Until eight very cold Weather, fuchas we had not 
felt; between eight and twelve fame what warmer 
and dry. Between four and fix in the Morning the 
Ice had inclofed us again, but at two in the after­
noon opened, fa that we caft off and preffed 
through it. Wind about W. Captain Moor al­
io got under Way and, making an Angle with 
our Courfe, met us ; the Ice grew more and more 
open until fix, when we got into a clear Sea, 
Cape Charles, S. eight or nine Leagues. 

In the Afternoon had iome Sun-iliine, but at 
five Rain aild Wind, at W. S. W. and fqually 
at fix. At eight Rain, fa again at ten, and hazy 
with Rain at Times until twelve, the Ship keep-

ing; 
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tng under Sail, fometimes amongO: failing Ice, July. 

and tacking, to avoid the large Bodies of 
Ice. The Haze, with Rain at Times, continued 
till five, the Morning of the 29th, then clearer 29th• 

Weather, but a wet Fog at fix, which continued 
for a fmall Time. The Morning was cloudy and 
dark until eleven, then fome Sun, the Wind 
round to N. W. the Sun iliot in foon after twelve, 
and, before two, the Wind W. by S. the Fog 
came on, and was repeatedly on and off until 
four, very cold. Then cloudy Weather until 
eight, afterwards Hail with Rain, until twelve. 
\Vind N. N. 'V. moft Part of this Day .and 
Night, the 29th of Jul)" were in a clear Sea; 
tacking, when near a Body of Ice. 

Such Weather, as was in the Evening and 
Night of the twenty-ninth; continued to the Noon 
of the thirtieth, with the Addition of the Wind 30th. 

blowing frdher, at N. W. and of the Rain, 
about fix in the Morning, coming in hard 
Squalls. The Noon was fair with Sun-iliine, but 
cold; feeing Saliflury bearing N. N. E. the 
fame Weather lafted until eight, then cloudy; the 
Wind falling, it became almoO: calm at ten; 
hazy and cloudy, from that time to eight in the 
Morning, July the 31ft, with light Winds, at 3IlL 

S. S. W. when the Sun broke out, but was foon 
after veiled with a wet Fog, which continued un-
til fix in the Evening; then clearer Weather. 
We faw the Wand of Saliflury, and, at the fame 
Time, the Ifland of Nottingham, the ,VeO: End 

ef 



56 A V 0 yo AGE fir tht 
July. of Nottingham, in Sight N., W. t W. the Eaft 

End N. E. diftant each Point about four 
League!;; and on Soundingh~d 65 Fathom, light­
coloured owfy Ground. ThIs Hland was fo na-
med, according to Captain Fox, by Mr. Hudfon, 
after the Honourable Lord Charles Howard, Earl 
of Nottingham, in 1610, Lord High Admiral of 
Englalld. The Hland to the Weftward appeared 
low and fiat; from which there is a gradual Rife 
until it becomes .high; this Height continues near 
two Thirds of the Length of the Hland, and then 
from [uch a Height there is a Defcent to the Eaft 
Part of the Hland, which Eaft Part is not fo low 
as what the Weft part is; the Lat, is 63°. 21". 

Long 77 o. 401. W. a U pOll the N orth-Weft 
Side of NOttingham Il1and, there are two or three 
fmall Wands, which lie off from the greater, which 
make very good Harbours a@out this We; as 
Mr. Bylot experienced, having fo much foul 
\i\,r eather, and many Storms, from the 19th to 
the 26th of 'july, that he ibid there. There are 
alfo many fmallione Illes to the S. Point of 
the Il1and; without which, Mr. Baffyne obferves, 
in the. Account of Mr. Bylot's Expeditiol1, there 
would have been a fit Place to have anchored, to 
have found out the true Set of the Tide: but the 
Mafter, Mr. B)'lot, who had been in the three 
Expeditions which preceded, viz. in Hud­
fOil's, Sir. '1bomas Button's, and Gibbon'~, be­
ing defirous to come to the fame Place, where 

• P1mhaJe's Pi!. Lib. iii. Chap. 17· 1'. 597. 

he 
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he had rode before, in the Expedition cf Sir July. 

:thomas Button, ftood along by this IGe to the 
Weftward, and came to an Anchor in the Eddy 
of thefe broken Grounds, where the Ship rode 
at no Certainty of the Tide; and on the twenty­
feventh in the Morning, it being foul vV' eather, 
the Anchor would not hold in eight Fathom; 
but they were drove into' deeper \V ater, and 
forced to fet Sail. 

The ~vV eather continued clear until twelve at Augufl:. 

Night of the 3 I ft, then little Wind at S. and a IlL 

Fog, which Fog wetted extremely, hUed un-
til four, and then [mall Rain, and very cold. 
Hazy until after five, the Wind vV. having been 
at two, W. by N. at four W. by S. then clearer 
until ten, when again foggy, but the Sun fome-
times appearing through it; at twelve the Fog 
thick and very wet, continuing fo until two, the 
Wind N. W. by W. then clearing we faw Not­
tingham, the Middle N. E. the W. End N. by E. 
the E. End E. by N. within lefs than four 
Leagues, not having, on the Weftern Side at 
leaf!:, fo barren a Look as 'terra Nivea, or Re­
folution, feeming to have feveral graffy Spots, 
with but little Snow lying on it; it confifts of 
Chains or Ridges of Hills, one within another, 
and fhews to be broad, the MiJdle of the Inand 
projeCting much forwarder, and fa more to the 
Southward than the Extremes; which explains 

what Mr. BaJfjne means by the South Point of 

this IDand mentioned before. 
I The 
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At1gu~. The clear Weather continuing, raw Diggs"s 
I!1and, as alfo the South Shore, firft difcovered 
by .NIr. Hudfon; and the Wand named by him 
after Sir Dudley Diggs, who, as well as his Fa­
ther, had been a great Promoter of thefe Difco­
veries ; upon this I!1and the Ejkemaux were firft 
met with, when the Mutineers,. who had ex­
pofed: Mr. Hudjon, returned hither with the 
Ship, a " The Boatthen went to Diggs's Cape,. 
.. (fays Mr. Pricke! in his Account of Hud/on's 
" Voyage) directly for the Place where the Fowl 
" breed (Willocks) where they faw feven Boats 
" come about the Eaftern Point towards them;. 
" but, when the Salvages faw their Boat, they 
" drew their leffer Boats into their bigger. which 
" when they had done, they came rowlDg to their 
" Boat, and made Signs to the reft. Our Men 
" made ready for all Effays; the Salvages came 
" to them, and they grow familiar one with ano­
" ther, fo that ours took one of theirs into their 
" Boat, and they took one of ours into theirs ;. 
" then they carried our Men to a Cove where 
" their Tents ftood, to the Weftward of the 
" Place, where the Fowl breed; fo they carried 
,.c our lVlan iAto their Tents, where he remained 
"' until our Men returned theirs; in our Boat 
" went their Man to the Place where the Fowl 
" breed; and, we being defirous to know how 
" the Salvages killed their Fowl, he !hewed 

• Pli{~e"s Account of lIudfon's Voyage, North·Weft, 
Fax, p. 110. 

" them 
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'" them the Manner how, which wa~ thus: They .1" g'"It. 

" take a long Pole with a Snare at the End, 
" which they put about the Fowl's Neck, and 
.. , fa pluck them down; when Our Men knew 
" that we had a better Way, and 10 fhewed the 
" the Salvages the U[e of our Pieces, which at 
" one Shoot would kill [even or eight. To be 

" ilia rt , they returned to the Cove to receive 
" our Man, and to deliver theirs. When they 

.. , came, they made great Joy with Dancing, 
" Leaping, and StrIking their Brealh; they 
" offered divers Things to our Men, but they 
" only took fame Mc~rs Te(,th, 'I.hich they 
" gave them for a Knife and two G 1,1[S guttons; 
.. , fo receivillg our Man, they came Aboard, 
" rejoicing at this Chance, as if they had met 
" with the moft fimple People of the World. " 

Henyy Greene, more than the reft (who V,JS 

the Principal in the expofing. Mr. Hud/on 
" was fa confident that we ilioulJ by no Means 
" take Care to ftancl upon our Guard (God 
" blinded him fo) that, where he thought to re­
" ceive great Matters from this People, he re­
" ceived more than he looked for; and that 
" [uddenly, by being made :lll Example for all 
" Men that make no Confcience of doing Evil; 
" and that we take Heed how we truD: the Sal­

" vage People, how fimple foever they feem 
., to be. 

" They made Hafte to be onShore, and, be­
~, caufe the Ship rode far off, they weighed, 

I 2 and 
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ll.ugult. "and ftood as neartO the Place where the Fowl 
" breed as they could: and, becaufe he (this 
" Writer) was lame he was to go into the Boat 
" to carry fuch Things as he had in the Cabbin, 
<' of every Thing fomewhat; and fa, with more 
" hafte than good fpeed, away he went; as did 
" Henry Greme, William Wilfon, 'john'Ihomas, 
" lVlichael Pierce, and Andrew Motter, when they 
" came near the Shore, the People were on the 
" Hills dancing and leaping; to the Cove we 
" came, where they had drawn up their Boats. 
<' "VVe brought our Boat to the Eaft Side of the 
" Cove clofe to the Rocks; on Land they go, 
" and make faft the Boat to a great Stope on the 
'c Shore; the People came, and everyone bad 
" fomething in his Hand to barter; but Henry 
" Greene fwore that they fhould have nothing 
" until he had Venifon, for that they had fo 
" promifed him by Signs the 1aft Day. 

" Now, when we came, they made Signs to 
" their Dogs, whereof there were many like 
.< Mongrels, as big as Hounds, and pointed to 
" the MQuntains, and to the Sun, clapping their 
" their Hands. Then Henry Greene, 'john <rho­
t< mas, and r-Villiam rVilJon (which two we 
" may confider next after Greene in the Affair of 
" Mr. HudJoll) {toad hard by the Boat's Head; 
" Michael Pierce and Andrew Motter (who were 
" a1fo in the Conipiracy, but under the DireCtion 
" of the others) were got upon the Rocks ga­
.~ thering of Sorrel; not one of them had any 

" Weapon 
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" Weapon about him, not fo much as a Stick, AUgllfi. 

" fave Henry Greene only, who had a Piece of a 
" Pike in his Hand, nor faw he any Thing 
" they had to fhoot him with. Henry Greene 
"and WilJon hid Looking-Glaffes, Jews-
" Trumps, and Bells, which they were ihew-
" ing; the Salvages franding round about them; 
" one of them came into the Boat's Head tofhew 
" Pricket a Bottle; this Writer (Pricket) made 

" Signs unto him to get him A1hore, but he 
" made as though he had not underfrood him: 
" Whereupon he frood up, and pointed at him 
" on Shore. In the mean Time another frole be-
" hind to the Stern of the Boat; and, when he 
" faw him Afhore that was on the Boat's-Head, 
" he fat down again, but fuddenly he faw the 
" Legs and Feet of a Man by him, where-
" fore he cail up his Head and faw the Salvage, 
" with his Knife in his I-land, who fhuck at his 
" Breafr over his Head; he cailing up his Arm 

" to fave his Breafr, the Salvage wounded his 
" Arm, and frruck him into the :Bally, under 

" the right Pap; the Salvage frruck a fecond 
" Blow, which he met with his left Hand, and 
" then frruck him into the Thigh, and Iud like 
" to have cut off the little Finger of his left 
" Hand. Now this Writer bad got hold of the 
" String of the Knife, and had wound it about 
" his left Hand, he frriving with both his Hands 
" to make an End of that he had begun, found 
" the Salvage but weak in the Gripe, and (God 
" enabling him) getting hold of the Sleeve of his 

" left 
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Auguft. "left Arm, he faw his left Side lay open to him; 

" which when he faw, he put the Sleeve of his 
" left Arm into his left Hand, holding the String 
" of the Knife faft in the fame Hand, and, ha­
" ving got his right Hand at Liberty, he fought 
" for fomewhat, wherewith to ftrike him, not re­
" membering his Dagger at his Side; but, look­
" ina" down he iaw it, and therewith ftruck the 

t:> 

" Salvage into the Body and Throat. 

" Whilft he was thus affaulted in the Boat, 
" their Men were fet upon on the Shore; ]obn 
" eJ'homas and William Wilfon had their Bowels 
" cut, and Micbael Pierce and Henry Greene, 
" being mortally wounded, came tumbling into 
" the Boat together; when Andrew Motter faw 
" this Medley, he came running down the 
" Rock, and leaped into the Sea, and [0 fwarn 
" to the Boat, and hung at her Stern, until 
" Michael Pierce took him in, who manfully 
~, made good the Boat's-Head, againft the Salva­
" ges that prdfed fore upon them. Now 1I1ichael 
" Pierce had got a Hatchet, with which he 
" ftruck one fo that he lay fprawling in the Sea; 
" Henry Greene cried Couragio, and laid about 
" him with a Truncheon. This Writer crieth to 
" clear the Boat's-Head, and Andrew Motter 
" crietI-l to be taken in; the Salvages betake 
., them to their Bows and Arrows, which they 

" fent fo amongft 'them, that Henry Greene was 
" ilain outright, and Micbael Pierce received 
H many Wounds. and fo did the reft. Michael 

Pierc~ 
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" Pierce cleareth the Boat, and putteth it from Augllft. 

" Shore, and helpeth Andrew Motter in ; but, in 
" the Clearing the Boat, Pricket received a 
" cruel Wound in the Back with an Arrow. 
" Michael Pierce and Motter rowed away the 
.. Boat; wl1ich wheT]. the Salvages faw, they 
" came to their Boats, which they feared they 
., would have launched to have followed them~ 
" but they did not; their Ship was in the middle 
" of the Channel, and yet could not fee them all 
" this Time. 

" Now when they had rowed a good Way from 
" the Shore, Pierce fainted and could row no 
"more. Then was Motter driven to ftand in 
" the Boat's-Head, and wave to the Ship, which 
" at £irft faw them not; and, when they did, 
" they could not tell what to make of them, but 
" in they ftood for them, and fa they took them 
«up. Greene was thus thrown into the Sea, 
" the reft were taken into the Ship, the Salvage 
" being yet alive, but without Senfe. That Day 
" dyed Wilfon, CUffing and fwearing in a moft 
" fearful Manner; Michael Pierce lived two 
" Days and then died. Thus you have had the 
" tragical End of G1"eene, and his three Mates; 
" the juft Judgments of God, on the Principals 
" in the expofing of their Commander Mr. Hud­
" Jon, with his Son, and [even more of his 
~, People, who were never more heard of. " 

Sir. 
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Auguft. Sir 'I'homas Button, who was the next in thi:s 

Voyage, [etting out in the Year 1612, faw 
the Ejkemaux, firft upon this Wand; they 
having alfo a Fray with his People:" a Here, 
" fays Captain Fox, the Salvages did offer to 
" afTalllt his Men (found going to kill Willocks, of 
" which there is {llch Store, that in a fhort Time 
" he could have laded his Boat) with two Canoes, 
" and, to the number of feventy or eighty Men, 
" came upon them, until with one Mufket-Shot 
" he new oneof their Men, and hurt more, who, 
" much amazed with the Report and Execu­
" tion of a Mllfket, retired; yet, at his Coming 
" from thence, he fending his Pinnace-Boat on 
" Land to take in frefh Water, the Salvages were 
" laid in Ambufh amongfr the Rocks, and new 
" him five Men; one efcaped by Swimming. 
" It is much to be dOllbted but th'at the Salva­
" ges did nay thofe Men, in Revenge for four of 
" their great Canoes he took off the Land 
" from this People, whereof he refrored bue 
" two back again. " 

Mr. Pricket's Account of the Difcovery of 
this I!1and is, that, when Mr. Hudfon " had left 
" Nottingham, to the North-Eaft, they fell into 
" a Rippling or Overfall of a Current, which, 
" at the firfr, fays Mr. Pricket, we took to be a 
" Shoal, but, the Lead being cafr, we. had no 
.. Ground ;011 we pafTed frill in Sight of the 
" South Shore, until we railed Land lying from 

• North-Welt, Fox. P. 119. 

the 



Difcovery of a North-We.fl PajJage. 6 S 
~, tre Main, fome two Leagues; a our Mafter Augult. 

'" took this to be part of the Main of the North 
" Land, but it was an II1and, 'the North-Side 
" ftretching out to the Weft, more than the 
"South. This Inand hath a very fair Head to 
« the Eaft, and which our Mafter named 
" Diggs's Cape. the Land on the South Side, 
" now falling away to the South, makes another 
" Cape or Head-land. which our Mafter named 
" WolflenholmeCape." Andin this Streight (now 
called Bond's Inlet) at the Mouth with a 100 

Fathom of Line out, HudJon found no Ground. 

b Sir 'john Wolflenholme, after whom Mr. Hud­
fun named the Cape, is mentioned by Captain 
Fox to have been for eight Voyages, the prin­
cipal Adventurer in the Stock (and Trea[urer) 
fupplying the Stock Adventure, when the Stock 
c-ame /lowly in; and, if he had been wanting in 
this A ffiftance, moft of thofe Difcoveries would 
never have been attempted. 

The Boat went Afhore, fays Mr. Pricket, " to 
" this Wand Cape, or Diggs's IJland; but to it 
" we came on the North Side, and up we got 
" from one Rock to another, until we came unto 
" the higheft of that Part, here we found fome 
" plain Ground and faw fome Deer; at firft 
,~ four or five, and after a dozen or fixteen in a 
" Herd, but could not come nigh them within 
" Mtlfket-Shot. 

• Puuhafe'oPiI. Lib. iii. Chap. I;. P. 600. b North-\Yeft 
. Fox. P. 226. 

K (c Thus 
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Auguft. " & Thus going from ene Place to another; 

" we faw to the Weft of us a high Hill above 
" all the reft, it being nigh us, but it proved 
" further off than, we made Account; for when 
" we came t9 it, the Land was fo fteep on the 
" Eaft and North-Eaft Parts tha~ we could not 
" get unto it. To the South-Weft we raw that 
.. we might, and towards that Part we went; 
" along by the Side of il great Pond of Water 
" which lieth under the Eaft Side of ~his Hill, 
" and there runneth out of it a Stream of Water, 
.' as much as would drive an overfhot Mill~ 
" which falleth down from a high Cliff into the 
~, Sea on the South Side. In this Place great 
" Store of Fowl breed, and there is the beft 
" Grafs I had feen fince we came from England, b 

" Here we found Sorrel, and that which we caU; 
.' Scurvy-Grafs, in great Abundance. Pailing 
" along we faw fame round Hills of Stone like 
" Grafs-Cocks, which at the firft I took to be 
.' the Work of fame Chriftian; we paired by 
~, them until we came to the South Side of the 
<' Hill, then went unto them, and there found 
" more; and, being nigh them, I turned off 
"< the uppermon: Stone, and found it hollow, 

• PurchaJe's Pil. Lib. iii, P. 160 

h Preferable to what they had [een at the OrknBp, Fair­
lfland, or lee/a/zd, 'all which Places they touched at, and 
landed no where in the Streights but upon one of the HIes of 
(Jod's Mere)', which Mr. Hudfin [0 named. That is defcribed 
as barren Land, having nothing thereon but Water·Plalhes, 
and torn Rocks, <\S though h had b~en fubjeCt to Earth. 
qu~ke~. 

" within 
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" within, and full of Fowl hanged by their Augufi. 

"Necks. Our Mafrer (in the mean time) came 
H in between the two Lands, and iliot off fome 
" Pieces to call us Aboard, for it was a Fog; 
c, we came Aboard and told him what we had 
" feen, and perfuaded him to fray a Day or two 
" in the Place; telling him what Refrefhing 
" might there be had, but by no Means would 
~' he fray, who was not pleafed with the Motion.': 

From the Name of ]Jiggs given by Hudfon to 
a Cape, Diggs is now become the Name of a 
Parcel of Iflands which lie near both to Weft­
ward and Southward of fudi Il1and to which be­
longs the Cape; and which Inands were formerly 
called Hackluyt's Il1ands, but they are all com­
prehended under the Name of Diggs's Iflands. 
which, as well as the Cape, Mr. Hudfon in 
pailing Southward left Weft of him. The La­
titude of the Cape is 62. 42. Longitude 71• 45, 

The Willocks which are here in great Ollan­
tities; and feen continually up theStreights, are dif­
ficult to kill with fmall Shot except on the Head, 
and Shooting them is a conftant Diverfion in fine 
Weather, but for Diverfion only, for they are 
feldom or ever eat even by the Seamen; if you 
ilioot one of thefe the others will fwim by it, in~ 
fenfible of their own Danger, and of what hath 
happened to the other, giving you Opportunity 

to repeat your Fi~e. 

Diggs's 
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Diggs's !nes are the Termination of Hud/on's 
Streights to the South-W eftward, and, as Hud­
Jon's Streights is a Part of great Account in the 
Voyage, it may not be improper to attempt to 
give the Reader a further Mea of thefe Streights 
than can be collected from what hath been already 
faid. It i~ a Channel of unequal Breadths, both 
whofe Shores are bounded by high, ragged. 
mountainous Rocks, having Snow almoft at all 
Times lying o.n them, and no Wood, Grafs, or 
Earth to be feen on the Parts next the Water. 
In (orne Hollows or Vallyes within Land, there 
is a fhallow Soil, producing Scurvy-Grafs, Sor­
rel and other fmall Herbs with Grafs, and Mofs, 
but no Wood, Underwood, or any kind of 
Shrub; and in fuch Valleys or Holiows, there 
are generally Ponds which are formed from the 
Waters of the melted Snow. a Captain Fox calls 
both Shores the Irremarkable Land: " I was 
.. (fays he) in Latitude 6IQ. 57". and frood in 
" clofe to this Irremarkable Shore, and fo all the 
" Land within the Streight may be called, for 
" it is all fhoaring or defcending from the higheft 
." Mountains to the Sea. " 

At both Ends of thefe Streights are Iflands, as 
thofe of ReJolution and Button's to the Eaftward. 
To the Weftward Salijbury and Nottingham, and 
more Wefterly than thofe is Diggs's Ifle. There 
are many lI1ands along both Shores, from one 

End 



Difco'U~ry of a North-Wefl PaJ!age. 69 
End of the Streights to the other, the moft re- AuguR. 

markable of which upon the South Shore at pre-
fent known are Grafs- Ijland, and the lf1and of 
Prince Charles. On the North Side, the ~pper 
Salvage mes, the lf1and of'I'erra Nivea (which 
appears itfelf like a Main, having Iaands before 
it) and the lower Salvage Iaes. 

As the Shores of the Streights are barren and 
affording noTrade for want of Inhabitants, (it fue­
ing impoffible for them to fubfift there for a Con­
tinuance, and areon!y freque~ted in the Summer 
by theEJkemaux who come to hunt and Fifh) thefe 
Shores have therefore been feldom touched at by 
any Ships in their PafTage up the Streights, and 
no Searches made Inland fo as to attain a certain 
Account as to either of them. As to the North 
Shore, whether it is compofed of one or more 
Wands; as to the South Shore, whether it is 
a Part of the main Land of America or an mand. 

The North Shore of Hudfon's Streights is fur­
rounded by Sea, a Name/efs Streight (which 
Streight joins with Baffyne's Bay) is to the Weft­
ward. Baffyne'sBay with a Communication which 
it hath with Streights Davis is to the Northward, 
Davis's Streights is to the Eaftward, and Hud­
jon's Streights to the Southward, fo making an 
IIland which is called 'James's We: Others fup­
pofe there are three Wands; that on the N orth­
Weft being cut through by Cumberland Bay, 
which is thought to communicate with Baffyne's 

Bay 
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Bay to the North. The me on the South-Earl: 
is faid to be feparated from that on the South­
Weft by White Bear Bay, which is thought 
to run into Cumberland Bay. The IOe on the 
N orth-W eft is then named Cumberland lfland; 
that on the South-Eaft the H1and of Good PQr-. 
tune; that on the South-Weft, 1ames's IOand. 

The South Shore which was named New~ 
Britain by Mr. Hudfon, but is now moftly known 
by the Name of the Labrador Shore, and 'l'erra 
Cortereali.r, hath feveral Inlets along the Coaft. 
the principal of which are defcribed to be in a 
deep Bay, which is on the South Shore imme­
diately after entering the Streights; by which 
Inlets, it hath always been imagined, there is a 
nearer Communication with Hudfon' s Bay than by 
Hudfon's Streights; and what adds more Proba­
bility than there fo.merly was to this, is a new 
difcovered Sea on the Weftem Side of this Labra­
dor Shore, which is open to Hudfon's Bay. 
But fuppofe there was a Communication found 
between this Bay, which is to the Southward, im­
mediately after entering Hudfon's Streights, and 
Hudfon's Bay; and fo a much nearer Cut than 
by Hudfon's Streights ; yet it is probable from the 
great Quantity of Ice which fettles down in this 
Bay to the Southward, that a Pa!Iage that Way 
would be both more hazardous, and dilatory, than 
by the Way of Hudfon's Streights. From their 
Situation it is alfo fuppofed, that there. may be a 
Communitation be.tween that Inkt in Lat. 56. 

which 
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which is to the Eaftward of this Shore from the Augull. 

Atlantick Ocean, and was difcovered by Captain 
Davis in the Year 1586 (which he failed ten 
Leagues up two Leagues broad, very fair 
Woods on both Sides) and this new difcovered 
Sea to the Weft ward of this Shore opening 
to Hudfon's Bay, which would make another 
Paff"age into it. 

On both Shores there are aN umber of Capes~ 
which it is equally as difficult to affix the Names 
~o, as to many of the Wands; and, if done" 
would be of little Ufe to the Navigator, nor be 
fuch a SatisfaCtion as the Curiousleek after. 

The Entrance into Hudfon's Streights is to the 
Southward of the IDes of ReJolution in Latitude 
61°. 2Sv. Longitude 64°. W. between that and 

. Cape Chidley, which Cape is a Point of the SOllth 
Main, within a Parcel of Wands called Button's 
Illes, and formerly Chidley Illes; Button's Iaes 
nominated from Sir 'I'bomas Button, he having 
paff"ed between them and the Main in his Paff"age 
Home. The Entrance is generally computed at 
about thirteen Leagues; ReJolution which lies 
N. by E. is about fix Leagues, and between Re­
folution and the Land to the Northward in the 
narroweft Part is about eight Miles, which is 
called Lumley's Inlet, after Lord Lumley, a Pro­
moter of thefe Expeditions, and of whom Cap­
tain FDx fays, that, he inquiring at Hart/epool in 
fhe Biihoprick of Durham, at whofe Charge 

their 
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their Pier was built, an old Man anfwered, 
Marrye at my good Lord LUMLEY'S, whoJe Soul 
was in HeavC/1, before his Bones were cold. This 
Inlet communicating with the Sea on the Weftern 
Part of ReJolution, which is now called Miftake 
Bay, is fuppofed to have a Branch of it which runs 
at the Back of the 'I'erra Nivea, and comes intQ 
the Streights by the North Bay. 

From Refolution to Diggs's Ine, the computed 
Diftance is one hundred and forty Leagues; from 
ReJolution to the upper Salvage Il1es fixty Leagues, 
from the upperSalvages to CapeCharles fixty more, 
and from CapeCharlestoDiggJ'sIl1es 20 Leagues ; 
the Streight lies W. N. W. and E. S. E. at its firft 
Entrance is the greateft Breadth, by Reafon of a 
great Bay to the Southward; then it narrows from 
the upper Sa/':Jages to Cape Charle s, the Width be­
tween the twoShores not exceeding fifteenLeagues. 
At Cape Charles the Streight widens, and between 
Cape Diggs and theN orthMain it is twenty Leagues 
The Soundings at the Entrance are two hundred 
Fathom, and the ordinary Depths in the Middle 
of the Streights are one hundred and twenty Fa­
thorn,. but the Soundings decreafe towards the 
Shores and 1l1ands, at very various Depths. 

HudJon's Streights, and Davis's Streights, are 
Drains by which the Land. Waters (the Pro­
duce of the melting Snow) empty themfelves 
into the Ocean, at fuch Times occafionin<Y ex­
traordinary Currents, into which the Iee

o 
fets~ 
aftef 
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after being loofened QY the Thaw in the Rivers, Auguft. 

on the Shoal Shores, and out of the infinite 
Number of fmall Bays, which are in all thofe 
Parts, and floated out of fuch Rivers, Bays, and 
off fuch Shores; and this Ice, fo fetting forward 
for the Ocean 'with thefe Currents, is what ob-
ftructs the Paifage up the Streights for the firft 
Summer Months; not Ice generated in the 
Streights themfelves, which, only the Tide con­
fidered, would be impoilible. So it commonly 
happens that in the Month of September, in 
pailing the Streights you fee little or no Ice, the 
lee of that Year being either melted or gone into 
the Ocean ; and there being no Ice to C9me until 
the next Spring: Therefore it is queftioned by 
fome, whether it would not be better to pais the 
Streights the latter End of April, or early in 
May, as the Spring would be then juft begun to 
the Southward, and confequently not to the 
Northward, for which Reafon lefs Ice would be 
afloat, and therefore lefs to hinder the Paifage 
up the Streights. What is practifed by the Hud-
Jon Bay Ships is no Precedent in the Cafe; they 
going at a Time when it is mon: fuitable with 
refpect ~o their Trade, which is not in before the 
latter ,-End of June, and their Cargoes not ready 
until July; none of the Difcoverers (excepting 
Mr. Bylot) ever entered the Streights until June. 
Mr. Bylot entered them the 17th of May, at 
which Time he was forced to return on account 

L of 
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of the Ice; not entering the Streights again until 
the twenty-ninth of the fame Month. 

Upon the Land are Land Animals, as Bears, 
Foxes, Deer, Wolves; alfo Fowl, as Partridge. 
No Filh have been ever catched in the Water of 
the Streights, but it is frequented by white Bears. 
and a great Number of Seals, which are fome­
times in the Water, at otlfer times upon the Shore 
or upon Pieces of the Ice. There are alfo Sea 
Unicorns, fome of them were feen by Captain 
:Fox, and their Horns are to be bOllght fome­
times of the Ejkemaux. A Whale before this 
V oyage; hath never been feen twenty Leagues 
up the Streights. There is plenty of Water 
Fowl, fuch as Willocks, Sea Pigeons, and Gulls. 

In the paffing this Streight the North Shore is 
kept to by all Ships, as being cleareft of Ice, 
the Currents fhooting over to the South and Eaft­
ward, attraCted by a Bay at the Back of Cape 
Charles, and of a much larger Bay mentioned to 
the Weftward and Southward of the Entrance of 
this Streight. When they arrive at the Length 
of Cape Charles, they ufually ftand over to the 
Southward, as being the neareft Courfe to go into 
Hudfon's Streights; not that the Streight is not 
equally Navigable between Salijbury and Notting­
ham, and the North Main, as it is ~o the South­
ward. There may be alfo another Reafon, befides 
the N earnefs, for the going to the Southward 
of there Hlands, though th::t is Reafon fufficient, 

which 
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which is that the Channel to the Northward of AugulL 

Nottingham lies fairer to receive the Ice that ihall 
come down the Name1eJs Streight and from Baf-
fyne's Bay, than the Channel to the Southward 
does. The Ships bound for the Bay may alfo go 
to the Southward of thefe l1lands as they are more 
in the Tide's Way which goes into HZ/dlon's Bay 
than they would be in going to the Northward 
of itlCh l1lands. 

The Tides in thefe Streights flow Eaftward and 
ebb Weftward, and the Flo od is regular in its 
Progrefs up them, or in thefe Streights the Tide 
flows fooner or later at the feveral Places as they 
refpectively lie to the Eaftward, orVveftward the 
one of the other, at thofe to the Eaftward as being 
nearer the Entrance fooner, at thofe to the Weft­
ward proportionably later. Mr. Baffyne in his Ac­
count obferves, that • an E. S. E. Moon makes 
a full Sea at ReJolution at half an Hour paft feven 
on the Change Day. That the Water rifes and 
falls near four Fathoms. b He tells us alfo that, at 
the Salvage Il1es, a South-Eaft.Moon four Degrees 
Eaft makes a full Sea, flowing almoft as much 
Water, as at ReJolution, and the Tide comes 
from the Eaftward. C Captain Hawbridge gives 
an Account, that at a little Ifiand near Cape 
Charles, in a Bay of fuch Ifiand, he found it 
flowed twenty-one Feet, as. E. Moon making 
a full Sea. Sending fome Men in a Boat to row 

a North-Weft, Fox, P. 198. - 140. ~ P. 167. 

L 2 about 
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Auguft. abOut the Hland, when it bore S. E. of them; 
it had a {hong fet Tide from E. d At Notting­
ham Mr. Baff)'lle fays, upon the Change Day it 
flows.ten and a half, but no Height of the Tide 
is mentioned. e At Cape Diggs, where Mr. Hud­
fon fent his Men Aihore, by his own Memoran­
dum the Tide of Flood came from the North, 
flowing by the Shore five Fathoms. Should that 
Suppolltion be true, that the North Shore of the 
Streights is divided into three Wands, then it is 
to be fuppofed that the Streights between fuch 
Ii1ands have al[o their Tides as well as Hudfon's 
Streights, and that they vent lcjch Tides, Part 
into Budfon's Streights, and other Parts into 
the Namelefs Streight and Baffyne's Bay, and re­
ceive the Tides again from thence upon th~ir 
Return. The Tide alfo comes into ji:,,!jun's 

Streights by Miflake Bay; and by the North 
Bay (if 'Terra Nivea is an Wand) as w::I1 as it 
does by Rejolution. 

After pailing the Streights to the Weft ward, 
one Shore of the Streights trends away North, 
and is the Eaftern Shore of a Nameleft Streight; 
the other Shore trends away Southward, and is 
the Eaftern Shore of Budfon's Bay. Whither we 
are now purfuing our Voyage with fquaUy Wea­
ther at N. E. with fomeRain; at eleven at Night 
of Auguft the firft, and afterwards calm Weather; 
the calm Weather continued until near four III 

North~Weft, Fux. 1I P. )4'). e P. 75. 
the 
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the Morning of Auguft the fecond, and hazy; then Auguft. 

a gentle Wind at W. but at half an Hour after ad. 

five a fudden Squall of 'Wind at the fame Point; 
afterwards blowing frefh with Sleet and Rain 
until ten, during which Time it was very cold;' 
after ten dry Weather till near twelve, then the 
Wind fuddenly changed to N. E. and fell calm 
from blowing frefh before. We had a large 
Swell from the Weftward all the Afternoon, 
which was cloudy until five and cold; the Wind 
having ch:mged at two to the N. moderate 
at fi,e in the Evening until near eight, then 
~',.~.,."j, cloudy until twelve, then hazy with 
Squalls of Wind, and, at two the Morning of 
./lugufl the third, t:,c. 7!ind N. N. W. with Rain; 3d• 

at half an I-Icuf after two Snow, very cold, Squalls 
lefs and the Snow ceafed towards f(JUi, cie".ldy and 
frefh Gales to ten, then Snow; towards eleven 
fair, Wind Ids, and at N. fince fix, the 'N ea-
ther alfo much w",rmer, the Sun breJking out at 
Times. Soon after faw Manfel's me from the 
Deck, bearing S. diftant about [even Leagues, 
which mand was fo named by Sir <fbomas Button 
after Sir Robert Manfels, Mr. Hudfon never fee-
ing it. According to Captain James, whofe 
People were Afhore there, it is a low Iiland, little 
higher then a dry Sand-bank, hath Ponds upon 
it of frefh Water, but no Grafs; and is entirely 
barren. This Part of the Wand which we faw 
at four, and alfo at fix, appeared to us as a white 
fandy Beach, with a low flat Shore within it, 
and this Iiland at fix bore off' llS from the S. s. W. 

to 
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to the S. S. E. diftant about ten Miles, and lies 
in the direCt Way, divideing the Entrance into 
the Bay into two Channels, both which are na­
vigable. The mand is about twenty Leagues 

-long and three broad, the North End" of it is 
thirteen Leagues W. by S. by true Compafs from 
Cape Diggs, the North End lies in Lat. 62.40. 
and Longitude 79 Q

• 5 W. The Afternoon was 
cloudy with Sun-iliine, the Evening pleafant 
but cold, and the freili Gale continuing at W. 
N. W. at ten cloudy with fame Rain, afterwards 
clear, then cloudy and clofe Weather until eight 
in the Morning of Augufl the fourth, then Sun­
iliine with a moderate Gale, cloudy again to­
wards Noon, but in the Afternoon a clear Sky 
and alfo in the Evening. 

It was obfervable that the Sea had been To-day, 
and Y efterday, of a clearer and brightet Colour, 
than it had been for fame Time before; at ten 
there was a ftrong fetid Smell from the Windward, 
and, at half an Hour after five, Captain Moor 
then ahead wore Ship, foon afterwards we per­
ceived a dead Whale floating Belly upwards, the 
Skin very much tore by the Birds, and a \Villock 
then on him which kept there until iliot. It be­
ing moderate Weather, the fmall Boat was im­
mediately lowered, Captain Moor alfo fent his, 
and afterwards with the Affiftance of Captain 
Moor's Pinnace (all the Boats being made faft 
to the Whale) they towed it alongfide the Dobbs: 
The Whale was about five and forty Feet in 

Length, 
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Length, his Jaw-Bone eight Feet. Great Part Auguft. 

of the Fins were dropped off, the Whale being 
much putrefied; but the remaining Fin was got 
and almoft two Cafks of Blubber. From the 
Harpoon which was in the Whale, it may be 
fuppofed to have been killed by the Ejkemaux, 
whofe Harpoons are of Bone, about three Inches 
long, double-forked at one End as a Snakes 
Tongue, and a fingle Fork on one Side above 
the double Fork; there is a Hole at the other End 
of the Bone, in which they put a Staff to ftrike 
with; the Staff being loofe, parts from the Har-
poon as foon as it is entered; to the Harpoon they 
faften a Thong of Sea-Horle-Hide of a Finger's 
Breadth, and about forty Yards in Length or 
more, to which thong they tie a Seal Skin 
blowed up like a Bladder, which not only !hews 
where the Fifh is, but alfo greatly fateigues it. 
The Thong here was cut off from the Harpoon 
excepting a fmall Piece, and the Harpoon was 
got out with fame Difficulty, being quite within 
the Fat and entering the Flefh. It fell calm 
foon after that the Whale was alongfide, they 
continued to work on it till about nine, and at 
ten o'Clock there was a Breeze of Wind but 
contrary, as it had been fome Days before; the 
'Wind was now N. W. by W. and thefe De-
lays from the Wind, after having been fo long 
detained in the Ice, were a great Check to the 
Hopes we had entertained with refpeCt to what 

we !hould do that Seafon: 

Such 
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Such Weather, as was on Auguft the fourth, 
continued the Morning, Afternoon, and to Mid­
night of Auguft the fifth, the Wind at four in 
Morning N. at Noon N. W. and in the Even­
ing W. the Weather alfo quite warm. At eight 
in the Morning the Sea appeared of a lightilh and 
Green Colour, but looked at nine, as if a whitifb, 
Mud was mixed with it, and at ten quite 
changed to a dirty white Colour with many 
Weeds fwimming in it ; 

The Morning of the of Sixth Auguft was foggy 
and hazy until three, then cloudy with Fog Banks 
in the Horizon, warm and a little Wind at 
S. W. at five: At half an Hour after five a 
Breeze of Wind, at S. W. the fame Weather un­
til fix, excepting a fenfible Alteration, as to its 
becoming colder, then clear; cloudy from eight 
to ten, alfo hazy with Wind S. At half an Hour 
after ten S. S. E. with Rain, which lafted until 
two in the Afternoon, when we imagined we 
faw Land, but, having a thick Horizon, could not 
be certain; cloudy until four, but dry Weather. 
cold and raw, hazy until fix, then Sun-ihine; we. 
altered our Courfe from N. N. W. to N. by W. 
cloudy at Ten with a freih Gale and fair, miffing 
a Sight of Cary's Swans N eft, and the Capes to 
Eaftward, and Weftward, as Cape Pembroke an.d 
Cape Southampton, which the HudfolZ's Bay Ships, 
it being out of their Courfe, feldom fall in witb, 
and therefore are little known. 

The 
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"The Morning of Augttft the feventh was Auguft. 

cloudy until nine, then Slinfhine, and afterwards 7
th

. 

a pleafant Day, and the Weather warm, having 
at ten altered our Courfe to N. W. lefs Wind 
at Noon, and in the Afternoon, but chang-
ing from N. E. to W. S. W. Sounding at fix 
in the Evening there were 113 Fathoms, light 
ouzy Mud; the fame kind of Ground as is al-
moft all over the Bay. The Night clear and 
Star-Light. 

The Morning of the eighth cloudy, with 8th. 

fmall Wind at W. by S. and warm, towards 
Noon Sun-fhine Latitude 6 r. 58. Longitude 
88. 37. W. fo We were well over to the Wefterh 
Side of the Bay; and found a very fenfible Dif-

ference 

a As to Cary's-Swans Nejl, with Pembroke, and South­
hampton, the two Capes, one to the EaHward, and the 
other to the Well:ward of Caris-Swans Nejl, Captain 
Fox, in his Account, P. 119, fays Sir Thomas Button 
palfed from Sir. Dudley Diggs's Ijle, to a Cape on the 
North Side of his Bay's Entrance, which he named 
Cary's-Swans No/!, (and his Bay, or Button's Bay 
is properly all that Part of Hudfon's Bay, which is 
more Northward than Diggs's Jllands.) -- Again 
Captain Fox, P. 198, I think fo named (fpeaking of 
Manfll's Ille) by tlir Thomas Buttlll, as alfo Cape Pem­
broke, Southampton, and Cary's-Swans No/!, the lall: moil: 
eminent of the three. Again P. 200, made fall: to 
the Ice, a reafonable Difiance from the low !/land, as 
it feemed, for he thought he could fee both Ends._ 
The Land lay Eall: and Well:, but he could not fully fay 
it was an !/land, for it lay like a Ridge, or, to fimily 
it, like to the Retyres, in the Mouth of the River of 
Seine in Normandy. Upon the 2 Ill: of July, he made 

- M ~m 
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JI.ugun. ference, as to Cold, with refpeCi: to what we had 
felt in the Streights, or before entering of them; 
the Afternoon was cloudy, and Wind to E. N. E. 
though butfmalt, at ten to N. N. W. i1illcloudy. 
The Soundings at Noon were go Fathoms foft 
ouzy Ground. Saw a Plover To-day which was 
the pdt we had feen. 

At 

from the Ice, to {hnd to the Land; (ent his Boat 
Afhore to try the Tide, an<i conc\uqes, " Aifuredly this 
" was Carls-Swans Nijl, for, both,from Ealtto Weft 
" Ends, it Itretcheth to the North;' our Men chas'd 
" Swans on Shore, but got none; they fay there is 
" Earth, Ilrange Mofs, Q:!agmires and Water-plafhes. 
" At 4- o'Clock I took Leave, and flood from 6 Fathoms 
~, into 30, loling Sight thereof; and from thence I 
" frood to the Weflward, with a N orth- W eft Wind, 
.. clofe balled; leaving both the Care and Ice behind 
" me".- P. 228. 229,- upon his-Return Captain Fox 
fays, " Being at Noon (September 7th) in Lat. 61. 15. 
H the depth 90 Fathoms; all this Day with an E. S. E. 
H \Vind, I fi00d N. E. by N. c10fe hailed, 13 
" Leagues; this Night, I faw the Land by my Account 
« about CQry's·Swans Nijl, from whence I departed 
" the 21ft of July. - I think, if I had not come forth 
" upon the Deck, as I did, we haJ run Afhore upon 
" this low Land; I cau(ed prefently to tack about, and 
" we flood off again into 70 Fathoms; we had but 
\. 14, pre(ently after we had tackGd. 

" vVe were in 62. 21. the Land true I·.,J'orth 6 Miles 
~, off; I found it t·) be Cape Pembroke, 2 Of 3 Leagues 
" ddhnt N. E. from Carls-Swans Ncft; with this S. 
~, E. Wind, I was fain to ply up for Sea-Horfe Point. 
" This Land is fiony, and a good bold Shore; I flood 
" ofF into go, and in again into 13 Fathoms, ~nd [ome­
.. times lefs. By this (that is the 9th) we have plied 
" up another Cape~ the Deep of whore Bay, betwixt 
.. the fame and Cape Pembroke, maketh the E. Side 
~I thereof lie ne~r S. and by E. 1 was in 7 Fathoms 

m 
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At two in the Morning of the ninth, the Wind Augult 

Was round to N. N. E. and frefh, cloudy until 9:h, 

ten, then fair and clear; the Wind N. W. by N. 
Latitude 62. 13. Longitude 89. 56. Soundings 
at Noon foft Ouzy Ground, 95. Fathom. The 
Afternoon cloudy until two, then clear with 
Sun-fhine, the Evening pleafant, at Night fine 

clear 

" in the Bay. - When I doubled this Capel the Land 
" ftretched to the N. In dutiful R.emembrance I named 
., it Cape Linfey; the Land beyolld lay N. E. - Fox 
" in his Account of Sir Thomas Button's, Voyage, P. 133. 
" He (Sir Thomas Button) came to 43. Fathoms. 
" which Shoaling was upon the North Part of the 
" Illand he watered upon (which was lVlanfel's Ine) and 
" this Illand, and the faid Cape, Cape Pembroke, where 
" his Boat was at the 14th Day, lie S. S. E. f Eall:er­
" Iy and N. N. W. f Northerly, about ten Leagues 
" between both. 
_ Captain James's Voyage for the DiJcoverillg a PafOge 
.. to the South Sea, Augu)l the 19th, we clntinued our 
" Courfe between the N. N. E. and the N. by E. and 
" by Noon were in Lat. 61. 7. (orne twelve Leagues 
" off the Shore, I ordered the Malter, to fhape his 
" Courfe N. E. to look to that Place betwixt Gary's­
" Swans Ndl and Ne ztl/ra. The 21ft, we were in 
" Lat. 61. 45. -the 21ft, the Water fhoa]'d, fo that 
" we did make Account, that we approached the Land, 
.. but, at Noon, the Wind came up at N. E. directly 
" oppolite. We loo(ed as near in as we could, and as it 
" enlarged we came to fiand E. and E. by N. the 22d, 
" we fell with the Land to Wefiward of Gary's-Swans­
" Neji, where we had 40 Fathoms, three Leagues off; 
" we ftood in within a League of the Shore, into 15 
" Fathoms, and feeing the La nd to the Southward of us. 
" we compalfed about it, it being Gar/s-Swans Ndl. 
" which is ill Lat. \11.. all the 23d, we (ailed N. E. 
" and for th~ mofl Part i(l Sight of Land. 

- 1\1 2 Captain 



84 A V 0 Y AGE for the 
Auguft. clear Weather; this Day, and the Day before, 

a great QEantity of Sea-weed paffed us, and the 
Sea though clear, appearing alfo of a dark green 
Colour, and was very Frothy, which was [up­
pofed to be an Inftance of there being no Ice in 
thofe Parts. 

10th. The Morning of the tenth was fine and clear, 
very plea[ant, and produced the rooft delightful 
Day we had [een fince we left the Orkneys, though 
a frefh Gale at W. N. W. our Latitude 63. 22. 

Longitude, 91. 18. W. Soundings 70 Fathoms. 
At three raw the Land N. W. Northerly to the 
N. E. by E. and at fix the Wefternmoft Point in 
Sight, W. by N. the Eafternmoft E. Northerly, 

Captain Fox in his Account of Sir 'Thomas Button's 
" Expedition P. 128. as to Cape Southampton, .IluguJl 
"5th, at two in the Morning, he frands two 
" Leagues N. E. and until Noon Ceven Leagues S. S. 
" W. and pafl: four that Morning he Caw Land about 
.. two Leagues off, bearing from E. to S. he writeth 
" that the Sight of it grieved him much, fo that now 
" he made himfelf affured of that which he did but 
« doubt before; which was that they join to the Ea­
" frern Part of the Bay, from whence he came; but 
" I do otherwiCe believe. 

" All the Afternoon, he frood along the Shore, 
" edglOg IOto 7 Fathoms, and crofs a Race which fet 
" N. E. and S. W. and continued about half a Glafs; 
" at four o'Clock the N. W. Point of the Land did 
" bear from him N. W. by N. abo!.lt a Mile of; then 
" freering within leCs than one Mile of this Cape Land, 
" for fo it was, and a {"ir one of a low one as ever he 
" faw, you fuall have 9 to 10 Fathom, and fual! open 
" a very fafe Bay. The Eafrern Land thereof will bear 
.. from you E. by N.· 4 Leagues off. 

feeming 
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feeming to be a Bay with Ifiands at the Bottom, AuguR. 

and Inlets, a plain level Shore (but no J udg-
ment could be formed, the Haze being over it) 
and was what Sir Thomas Button had named 
Hope's Advance. Upon Sounding, there was 
but 35 Fathom and Rocky Ground. It was 
thought beft to ftaud out all Night with the Ships, 
and return in the Morning. The Night was 
dear, fo to two in the Morning of the eleventh, 11th. 

when the Wind was W. S. W. at [even o'Clock 
it was hazy, and at eight a thick Fog which con-
tinued until Noon, then a ftrong Wind at S. W. 
Latitude 63. 22. Longitude 92. 18. W. Wind 
at two W. N. W. caufing it to be cold mo­
derating fometimes, and then frefuening. The 
Morning of the tewlfth, at four the Wind came I zth. 

to N. by E. altering the Weather from cold to 
warm, the Wind not abated until ten, thenN. by 
W. Latitude 62. 43. Longitude 92 • 39. W. 
Soundings at Noon 75 Fathoms, Ouze with fame 
fmall Sand. The Afternoon clear Weather and 
moderate; in the Evening being alfo clear, we 
faw the Land of Marble lI1and about five Leagues 
off, the Soundings were 70 Fathoms though fo 
near this Hland. 

On the thirteenth in the Morning, pleafant I ;th. 

Weather, ftood in for the Ifland, but the Wind 
became fmall, and it was almo!\: calm; Captain 
Moor made a Signal to fpeak with Captain Smith, 
fending his Boat Aboard the California, in which 
.C~ain Smith went, fQme little Time after the 

Boat 
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AuguR. Boat was fent for the Officers, and Surgeon, who 
were Members of the Council, to hold a Coun­
cilon Board the Dflbbs. 

The Holding thefe Councils was inftituted by 
the InftruCtions which the Captains had deli­
vered to them in Writing, before their fetting 
out, and figned by the North-Weft Committee, 
which conflfted of nine of the Subfcribers to this 
Undertaking, deputed by the reft for the Ma­
nagement of it. Thefe Councils by fuch In­
ftruCtions were to be compofed of the Captains 
of the two Ships, the Lieutenants, the Mates, 
the Surgeons, the Mineralift or Draughts-man. 
If the Ships were feparated, then the Captain, 
Lieutenant, Mate, and Surgeon of each Ship 
refpeCtively were to compofe a Council on Board 
fuch Ship. Thefe Councils were intended to be 
held in all difficult Cafes, or where Doubts might 
arife to confider on the moft prudent Method of 
proceeding to make out the Difcovery, and to de­
termine by a Majority what fhould then be done, 
and the Minority had a Right to enter their Ob­
jeCtions or Reafons for not AiTenting. 

The Council was held on Board the Dobbs, 
and an ACt of Council drawn up, the Purport 
of which was, " That on the eleventh Inftant, 
" about Noon, we had fallen in with the Land 
" between the Latitude 64. 00. and 63. 20. N. 
" where we intended to fearch the C6aft and try 
~' 6-: Tid~s, but were difappointed therein by 

" thick 
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" thick Weather, and hard Gales of Wind, fo Auguft. 

" that we could not attempt it a fecond Time 
" this Seafon, with any hopes of Succefs, and 
" finding ourfelves in Sight of Brook Cobham 
" which we judged to be a very favourable 
" Place to try the true Knowledge of the Tides, 
" we therefore refolved to fend thither the two 
" Long-Boats," the Lieutenant of each Ship 
was to have the Command of the Boat belonging 
to his refpective Ship, and to fet out with all con­
venient Expedition for the W dlern Part of the 
Il1and, there to determine from whence the Tide 
flowed, the Courfe, Height, Velocity of the Tide, 
and Time of high Water; and if a Flood Tide 
came from the We(l:ward, and any Opening, they 
were to repair to that Place, to try the Tide 
there, if fafely they could; they were to fearch 
for a fecure Harbour, fhould it be neceifary to 
bring the Ships to an Anchor for a further Search. 
In cafe of extraordinary bad Weather the Boats 
were to repair Aboard, on Signals made, and 
Signals were fixed on for the Boats repairing 
Aboard, and for other Purpofes, which the 
Lieutenants were to obferve, and an Account of 
them was given in Writing for that Purpo[e. 

It appears from Part of this Act of Council, 
which mentions the Opening, the Tide from the 
Wefl:ward, and the Harbouring, that there was 
a particular View therein, to the Difcoveries 
made by Lieutenant Rankin, when with Captain 
Middleton in 1742. Lieutenant Rankin having 

d.i[covcr~d 
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Augufl. difcovered a Cove S. W. of this Iiland, which, 
receiving its Appellation from him, is called 
Rankin's Cove, and the Wand is promifcuoul1y 
called Marble Iiland, or Brook Cobham, which 
Cove appeared to be a very good Harbour, he 
alfo difcovered that there was a {hong Tide of 
Floodfuddenly from W. N. W. round the N. W. 
End of the IOand, and an Opening to the Weft­
ward of the Wand. 

About half an Hour after nine, purfuant to 
the Refult of the Council, the California's Long­
Boat was ready, the fine Weather which had 
been all Day continuing, but the lefs acceptable 
by Reafon of there being fo little Wind: In the 
Long-Boat were the Lieutenant, the Clerk, fix 
Hands and a Boy; the Long-Boat about feven 
Tun, rigged with Sloop Mail: and Sails, well 
provided with Provifion and all N eceffaries, and 
thofe in her well armed; their Arms were a De­
fence for them againft the EJkemaux, who alfo 
are in thofe Parts at this Seafon, though fome­
what different from thofe on the Labrador Coaft, 
neither do they come from thence. They in 
the Boat alfo, by the Means of their Fire-Arms, 
could procure an additional Supply of frefh Pro­
vifions to thofe which they already had, and of 
which there was a Sufficiency fhould the Boats be 
feparat ed from the Ships, to laft them as long a 
Timeas it would take them to get to Churchill 
Fattory, if they fhould be able to attain there. 

Both 
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Both Long-Boats being ready, they fet off; Augult 

but, it falling calm, they returned each alongfide 
their refpective Ships. At twelve, there being a 
fmall Breeze of Wind, they fet off again, freer-
ing N. E. for the Ifland, being five Leagues 
off; from the Smallnefs of the Wind, we were 
obliged fometimes to ufe our Oars. Seeing a 
great Number of Seals, and of a larger Size than 
any we had feen before, remarkably grey with 
large Whifkers; they came very near to the 
Boat, and were very fportive; nor did we inter-
rupt their Diverfion, not knowing how neceffary 
our Powder might be. 

This I11and which is about feven Leagues long, 
and three over in the broad eft Part, lying 
E. by S. and W. by N. the true bearing Va­
riation allowed, was firfr difcovered by Captain 
Fox to be an l11and; and by him called a lVhite 
Jjland, and named Brook Cobham, then think­
ing of the many Furtherances this Voyage recei­
ved from that honourable Knight Sir John Brook, 
who, together with Mr. Henry Briggs, the Ma­
thematical Profeffor at Oxford, were the firfr that 
countenanced him in this Undertaking. It is 
now called Marble Ifland, from being moftly 
Marble, and appearing at a Diftance, as well as 
near, of a greyifh white Colour. This IOand is 
low to the Eaftward, fo anfwering to the De­
fcription which Captain Fox gives it, as to the 
Eaft Part where his Boat went Afhore, ~nd where 
his Ship layoff of, but by the South-Eaft Point 

N of 



Auguft. 

A V 0 Y AGE for the 

of the Il1and, by the South, away to the South. 
W eftern-moft, it gradually afcmds until it comes 
to be a high fteep Point or Scrag of greyifu 
Stone, named by Scroggs, Pitts Mount, with fame 
large Spots of white near, much refembling 
Snow, and is occafioned by the Sediments of 
Marble Duft, worn off and lodged there by the 
Wafhing of the Rains and melted Snows. From 
this Mount it ftretches again away to the Weft­
ward, uneven and hilly, and the South- Weftern­
moft Point is a bold high Land. 

We were at eight in the Morning about a Mile 
from the Il1and, hearing the Rut upon the Shore 
very plainly. The Eaftern Part about a League 
to the Eaftward of us, from thence we ftood to 

the Weftward in Search of Rankin's Cove, there 
being a Hollow in the Land about three Leagues 
off, we fuppofed that Hollow to be it. The 
Wind falling fmall, we were forced to ufe our 
Oars, not arriving off the Hollow before 
twelve; as yre arrived nearer; it appeared le[5 
hollow; when oppofite, quite even, with no 
Opening, and large Breakers upon the Shore. 
'Ve then ftood aLIt to round a Headland, which 
formed a fmall Bay, but rowed with two 
Oars in half an Hour further, than we could be­
fore with our four Oars in the Hour: This we 
plainly perceived, and attributed it to the Tide 
of Ebb out of Rankin's Cove, which had been 
JIlilfed, and our being fo delayed from eight to 
twelve, to the Tide of Flood then coming on. 

We 
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We proceeded to frand out from the Shore Auguft. 

hear two Miles, opening two other Points of 
the Land to the Wefrward; we had there in View 
broken Lands, a bluff Point of main Land. 
which was N. W. by W f W. Land alfo W. 
N. W. and the VV efter n· moft Land in Sight, 11 

Land which feemed (but looked to be low) like 
the Head of a Main-Land, between this Bluff 
and the {uppofed Main-Land, there {eemed to 
to be a large Inlet or Opening, with {orne Wands 
near to the high Bluff, the High-Land from the 
Bluff ran to the Eaftward, and was fuut in with 
the W efrern-mofr Part or Point of Mar/de Wand. 
To make a better Obfervation we let go our 
Anchor, when our Anchor was gone, we found 
the Tide, by the Riding of the Buoy came Ahead 
from the Weftward, running to the Eaftward, 
and at the fame Time perceived it had fell along 
Shore forne Feet; this was a ContradiCtion to 
the Tide we had before experienced, and which 
had carried us to the \Veftward before we an­
chored, and ftood {o far out from the Shore. 
Therefore we concluded there mllft be two Tides 
here, the one an Eaftern Tide which we were an-
chored with our Head to, for we knew it could 
not be that Eaftern Tide, that occafioned ollr be-
ing fo fet to the Weftward, and there muft be 
confequently a different, or Weftem Tide, under 
Shore; or perhaps which was more probable, it 
flowed Tide and half Tide (that is, that. the 
Flood runs ftill the Way of Flood, until it be half 

N z Ebb 
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Ebb on Shore, and the Ebb runs likewife it~ 
Courfe in Continuance until it be half Flood upon 
the Shore) and we were kept in th,is Uncertainty, 
weighing foon after in compliance with the other 
Boat, ftanding round to the Weftward of the 
Ifland. The \Vater was extremely clear, of a 
light green Colour, and full of Sea-Spiders. 

As we coail:ed along the Wand, we perceived 
on the Shore fingle Stones piled one upon the 
other; the Pile about three Feet and a half in 
Height, the Stones, each about the Size of a 
large Paving-il:one: We faw alfo a white Whale. 
When we approached the Point to go to the 
Weil:wanl of the 1l1and, we difcovered a Reef of 
Rocks running out, having at firft fixteen Fa­
thoms Water, in two Ships Length but five, 
and then but three Fathoms, upon which we bore 
away into better Soundi.ngs, as fix Fathoms, 
[0 continued in good Soundings; as we opened 
the Land going round to the Weftward of the 
II1and, we faw a Point at the Weil: End of the 
II1and, about two Miles, or two Miles and a 
half Diil:ance; behind which, we were in Hopes 
of finding a Harbour, if not for the Ships, yet for 
the Boats, fo neceffary before Night, and which 
we had fought in vain along the South Part of 
the Wand. When we had this Point open, we 
faw a level Beach-Shore, with a Deer ftanding 
on it, looking at us, this made our People eager 
to land, and, the other Boat confenting to it, we 
frood in for this Shore, and ran up to the Head 

of 
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of a Bay which is formed by two Points of Augull:. 

a Rock; which Rock alfo runs all rOllnd the 
Head of it. 

Some of the Hands were left to look after the 
Boats, which they were to keep at an Anchor a 
[mall Diftance from the Shore, and the others 
which went Afhore, being armed, were ordered 
not to ramble far from the Boats, and to keep 
together that they might not be furprized, but 
this Order (having feen no Natives within a 
Quarter of an Hour after that they were Afhore. 
therefore they were willing to conclude there 
were none) they foon difregarded; for when the 
Officers were going over Land in Search of Har­
bours, they heard a Firing of Guns from almoft 
every Part of the Wand, now and then feeing one 
of the Boat's People on an Eminence, perhaps 
two on another; they were all difperfed and 
ftraggling. The Game the Boat's People met 
with was Geefe, Swans, Ducks, and a great 
Variety of other Wild Fowl, with fome fmall 
Birds: which were moulting and breeding here 
in great Numbers, In the Swamps about the 
the lI1and. There were young Swans, and Gof­
lings in the Ponds, amongft which our People 
had the greateft Succefs, as they could ford into 
the Water, and reach them with Cutlafhes, or 
knock them down with Sticks. 

This Wand, which rifes high from the Sea, is 
chiefly compofed of a coarfe Marble, it is hilly 

within, 
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Augull. within, but not mountainous between thefe Hillsf 

which are all Rocks of Marble, are pleafant 
Swades with large Ponds, and the Swades produce 
long Grafs, Mofs, Heath, and fmall Flowers, but 
no Wood or Bruili of any Kind, only here and 
there a fmall twig Shrub growing from Clefts be~ 
tween two Stones of the Rocks; you continually fee 
Stones, fet up one upon another, fuch as we 
obferved in coming round the mand ; and ufually 
on Heights, not only towards the Shores, but many 
in the inland Parts in Rows at a fmall Diftance 
one from the other, fo that it is not readily to be 
judged what Purpofe they are fet up for; had they 
been, on the Heights nearthe Shores only, they 
might have been fuppofed as Sea-marks. 

We faw feveral plain Spots, upon which feem­
ingly Tents 'had been erected, with a Quantity 
of Deers and other Bones lying together; here 
-and there rotten Horns. There was alfo a Cir­
cle of Stones of about fix Feet in Diameter f 
raifed about two Feet high lightly pitched one 00 

the other; there was nothing in the Manner of it 
neat or curious, only ferving to fhew that thefe 
Parts have been frequented by fome People. From 
fome of the P-onds, which were on higher Ground 

there are Trenches caft up about aFoot deep, and 
two Feet in Width, the Ground being turnedto a 
Ridge on the one Side, as is done in making a 
Ditch. The Purpofe of thefe Trenches is feem­
ingly to difcharge the Ponds, when over-char-

ged 
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ged with Water from Thaws or large Rains; fo Auguil:. 

keeping the upper Land dry .. 

One of the Men came to the Officers and told 
them, that he had feen fomething in the Water, 
rolled in a great Heap together, and a great 
Length of it, that he hzd turned it, but could 
not tell whatit was; then hafted away fuppofing 
there were Inhabitants. The Officers having got a 
Parcel of the People together, tlley went with him~ 
but in the Purfuit, fell in with what they were 
before looking for, (Rankin's Cove) They being 
fhen to the South- Weft Part of the Wand, faw a 
fmall mand juft off the Shore, with a Roadftead 
on the Infide; upon which they afcend the 
Rocks to the left, and faw beneath them a fine 
Canal, about half a Mile in .Length, the Sides 
high Marble Clifts, not difficult of Dercent; at 
the upper End a flat Swamp, and half Way crofs 
the Bottom a high Marble Cliff, as on the Sides. 
the other Part an Opening, or Entrance, by 
which this Cove communicates with the Sea. 
but the Entrance is covered by the Wand feen 
before croffing the Cliffs. 

After taking a Survey of this Cove, (and fhoot~ 
ing fome Wild Fowl, of which there were not 
lefs than two hundred fwimming at the Entrance 
of the Cove, but with little Advantage, having 
no Boat there to fetch what was killed) returned 
over Land towards the Boats, in order to take a 
View of the Inlet from the Heights at Sun-fet, 

which 
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Auguft. which appeared then more promifing. The Land 
to the Weftward of tae high Bluff, trenched away 
to the Wefl:ward, and the Extream of it at fuch 
a Diftance as not to be terminated by the Eye: 
Off this Land there appeared a high Sugar.Loaf 
II1and, with fome others, beyond a clear Sea; 
and that Land which looked like the Head of a 
Main Land, forming the South Part of this In­
let, appeared at leaft eight Leagues from Marble 
Il1and, lyi.ng North and South, from the North 
it il:retched but a little Way to the Weil:ward ; then 
the Land, feem' d to turn !hort off, and run away 
South; and the Sea feemingly ran away S. W. 

Returning to the Boats, an Ice-Pole had been fet 
up on the Beach for to know the Height of the 
Tide, purfuant to Orders left. And the Dobbs 
Long~Boat, it being then Flood-Tide, went off to 
try it, but making this Trial of the Tide within 
the Channel, between the Main and Marble II1and, 
they found it came agreeable to the Courfe of 
the Channel, from the Eaftward, running five 
Fathoms; but this Trial, as it was to the 
Eail:ward of the Bluff, gave no Satisfaction as to 
what Tide came out from the Inlet; or what 
Courfe this Tide took when clear of the Channel ; 
or what Courfe it had before it entered fuch 
Channel; though it was difcernable from the 
Heights, that" when clear of the Channel, the 
Tide fet round the South End of Marble Illand 
to the Eaftward. ~his Channel is formed by 
the Weil: End of Marble Hland, and the Shore 

running 
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running to the Eaftward of the faid Bluff; which Auguft. 

appeared to be a continued Main. The Chan-
nel is nine Leagues in Length, and three Leagues 
Broad; having an Hland in the Middle. 

While the Boat was gone, thofe left behind 
were employed in Cooking; there hav1ng been 
no Victuals dreffed Lince their leaving the Ships. 
BeLides the Fuel which they had in the Boats, 
they picked up drift Wood along the Shore, 
amongft which, they light upon a Piece of Oak 
about two Feet in Lengtb, with fuch Trunnel 
Holes as are made in Ships Sides, and an Edge 
to it where it had been caulked, there was alfo 
picked up, the Stave of a Buoy, about the Size 
of a Barrel Stave; in all probability they were 
Part of the Remains of the Wreck of the Ships 
in which Mr. Knight, and Mr. Barlow, who 
Were fitted out by the Hudfon's :Bay Company 
jn the Year 1720; to make a Difcovery, were 
loft; and it was on this Wand that Mr. Scroggs's 
People, who were fent from Churchill, to make 
fome Inquiry after thefe Ships in the Year 1722, 

faw a Piece of the Lining of the Cabin, the 
Medicine Cheft, the Ice-Poles, and Part of the 
Maft in Poffeffion of the EJkemaux, nor WOllld 
the EJkemaux trade any Iron; what alf(l adds to 
thefe Probabilities is, that there are fe,,: Coafts 
in the World, upon which (as we afterwards 
found) an Accident of this Kind could be foone.r 
expected, 

o 
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What became of the People is alfo uncertain, 
Scroggs thought that fome of them were drowned. 
and that others had fllffered in a Fray with the 

." Ej7umaux, one of the Ejkemau(J( having a large 
Scar on his Cheek, like a Cut with aCutlaili, 
a.nd at that Time a green Wound; but Captain 
Smith mentions, that when he traded with the 
Ejkemaux at Whale Cove, they ufed to fuew him 
a young Lad, and call him EngliJh Mane, allud­
ing to his being an EngliJh Man. whofe Age was 
feemingly fuitable to the Time of thefe Peoples 
Misfortune, the Lad appeared as of a mixed 
Breed. which makes it probable that one or more 
of the People might get A{hore and live fome­
time amongft the Ejkemaux, after the Accident; 
as long poffibly as they could with eating their 
Diet. and the Nature of the Climate. 

We fupped that Night on the Rock, cold and 
unpleafant, and went on Board the Boats at 
twelve; having feen the Height of the Tide 
which was ten Feet. In the Morning propofed 
fearching Rankin's Cove, and two others to the 
Northward and Eaftward of that in which the 
Boats were; afterwards to repair to the Ships 
which we faw in the Evening. But there coming 
on a thick wet Fog, which did not clear until 
eight and then for fo fmall a Time, as only to 
admit us to run into one of the other Coves, and 
there being little ProfpeCl: of the Fog clearing 
on the \Vater, fo as we could purfue our intended 

Deugn; 
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Defign; we walked over to Rankin's Cove, and Auguft. 

from thence to where the Pole frood, which ha4 
been fet up the Night before for the Trial of the 
Tide. Finding at Rankin's Cove that it was 
about high Water, and where the Pole ftoo4 
that it was Ebb, having flowed as we could 
conjeCture from the Pole (it not being marked) 
much about the fame as the Night before; and 
high Water then, Auguft the 15th at twelve: So 
it appear'd to be one and the fame Tide at where 
the Pole frood, and at Rankin's Cove. 

About one (clearer Weather) returned to the 
Boats, we heard four Guns on the N orth-Eaft 
Part, of the Il1and, as we fuppofed, which was 
a p~remptory Signal for our coming off, and 
accordingly fet out with the Long-Boats. The 
Long-Boat of the California franding out much 
further than the Dobbs Long-Boat, almofr to the 
l11and in the Mid-Channel, found a frronger 
Tide there, (hoifting to the Eafrward) than 
was nearer to Marble Wand. The Boat getting 
far Ahead of the other. What this Tide was we 
were incapable of judging, not being nigh enougb 
the Shore of the Ifland in the Mid-Channel, to 
~now whether it was Flood or Ebb, though we 
knew the Tide under Marble lI1and to be Ebb, 
but this feemed a diftincc Tide from that; ifit was 
but one Tide, we then fuppofed it flowed Tide 
and half Tide, and that it was the Strength of 
the Ebb which we were got in, by the Help of 
which we could have got Aboard the ~hips or 

() 2 round 
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round to Rankin's Cove. But the other Boat by 
keeping in Shoar could not, and not willing to 
feparate we l100d back for them, and both Boats 
returned to the Cove we came from. Where (not 
pleafed with the lal1 Nights Accomodation ha­

I ving no better Lodging than in the Sails, which 
: were foon wet with the Fog) we erected a Tent; 
. fetting up the Oars, and Ice Poles, and covering 
them with a Sale, making a Fire in the Middle, 

: there being an opening at the Top of the Tent, 
where the Oars and Ice Poles met to let out the 
Smoak, round the Fire, we ftrewed'd dry Grafs, 
which the People cut down with Cutlafhes. Our 
Situation was under a Rock, which covered us 
from the Wind, on a pleafant Riling Swade, 
that run up a long Way above us, and the Tent 
had a full View of the Boats, and the Water, 
about two Hundred Yards below. This Tent 
held both Boats Company excepting four, who 
by Lot had the care of the Boats. The Ships were 
feen in the Evening, three Leaglles off the 
Shore, bearing S. W. by S, 

This Night pleafant agreeable Weather as in 
in the Afternoon before, was fpent more comfort~ 
ably then the proceeding, at four the next Morn~ 
ing fine pleafant Weather, the Tent l1ruck, and 
things Aboard the Boats, one of which, the 
Dobb's Boat being got fo far a Ground as not to 
be able to get off until the Flood, the other Boat 
fet 01,lt for Rankin's Cove, to make a full Djfco~ 

very 
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very of that, and there wait the Arrival of the AuguR. 

Dobbs's Boat, as foon as the Tide would admi.t. 
Two of the California's People went over Land to 
make Signal of the Heights to the Boat, when off 
Rankin's Coves Mouth; and to ihew by 
which Entrance, either to the Eaftward or Weft-
ward of the I!1and, that layoff the Coves Mouth, 
it was proper for the Boat to come in at. They 
obferved that to the Weftward of fuch I!1and, 
which layoff the Coves Mouth, there was a flat 
Shoal, the Tide breaking faft upon it, and that 
at about a Quarter before nine, and at a Quarter 
before ten, the Tide came in over fuch a Shoal 
with a kind of R uih, until which Time there ap-
peared no Tide at the Entrance to the Eaftward 
of this I!1and, as there did immediately after. 
And then alfo the Flood was perceptible in the 
Cove. 

The Boat, according to the Signal made, en­
tered by fuch Eaftern Entrance, which without 
fuch Signal, it would have been difficult to have 
difcovered it, as we had experienced in pailing 
it two Days before. They entered the Cove, at a­
bout a Quarter after ten, founded it, found at 
the Mouth of it, at going in, not above fix Feet 
Water, the Entrance very Narrow, not exceed­
ing in width the Length of two Ships, and in the 
Cove found twenty one Fathol11,s Water, Sandy 
Bo ttom,owing to the melting Snows and \V ater~ 
off the Land, not the Influx of the Sea, which 
that Day flowed but fix Feet, as we obferved hy 

the 
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A,ugull:. the Shore; and when we came at one o'Clock 
out of Rankin's Cove, in Company with the 
other Boat (which had before joined us) we then 
found at the Entrance, and the Tide on1y upon 
the Turn, no more then from thirteen to four­
teen Feet Water. 

Two of the People, who had been on the 
Heights to look out for the Ships, which had 
hoi fred a Signal, for our coming Aboard .. 
faw two Whales coming from the Weftward. 
The Ships, were about three Leagues off and ly­
ing by, at two they faw us, and bore away for us; 
at three we were alongude after an unpleafant 
V oyage, the Weather being changed to cloudy, 
with a frefh Gale, and great Surf of the Sea, up­
on our firft ftanding out from the Shore. 

Upon our Return,. the Lieutenant of the Calif or­
,zi", made his Report of their being no Harbour. 
The Entrance to Rankin's Cov,e too ihallow to ad­
mit Ships into the Cove, and the other Coves feen 
to Wefrward of the Wand, fit only for anchoring 
fmall Veffels, which Report he was ordered to pUt 
in writing; together with what Obfervations he had 
made as to the Tides, to be laid before the Coun.,. 

cil, which accordingly met that Evening Aboard 
the California, when tbe Report was produced .. 
'But no Report on the Part of the Lieutenant of 
the Dobbs, who, was appointed by Council to. 
act as Chief in that Affair, but fome Notes read 
by thl! D.raftfmtm as his own, which were agree~ 

<l.Qle: 
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able to the Report made by the Lieutenant of the Augufr. 

California; and the Draft/man was at more lei-
fure, to form a Report from them; but fuch Re-
port if drawn up was never given in. 

After hearing the Report and Notes, It was 
then propofed that the Ships fhould hold up eight 
and forty Hours, in hopes of a betterOpportuni­
ty, the Wind being then contrary, to try the 
Inlet, which Captain Smith oppofed. Though 
the Propofal was feemingly proper, fuiting with 
the Service we were fent on, and with the Inclina­
tion of everyone; yet in reality it was not practi­
cable without running an extream Hazard. For 
as it was propofed; that the Ships fhould go in 
amongft broken Lands, where there was a num­
ber of Shoals and Rocks and all unknown; when 
the Nights were Dark, and it was a Seafon for 
thick ·Weather with Gales of Wind ; there would 
be little or no poffibility of thofe Ships being 
kept clear, from going on fuch Shoals or Rocks, 
by reafon of the Darknefs of the Nights, the 
Thicknefs of the Weather, or from the Force of 
Winds; the Confequence of which would be the 
Lofs of the Ships, and of all thofe that were in 
.hem. There was an Inftance, of this Kind ill 
thofe unfortunate Gentlemen Knight and Barlow. 

For tQ nothing can their Lofs, and of thofe that 
were with them, be fo properly attributed as to 
their late coming into thefe Parts, and their then 
going in amongft the broken Lands, with their 
Ships, and their Ships being their fet a Ground, 
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Augufl. or on the Shoals, or R,?cks, either from the 

Darkncfs of the Night, the thicknds of the W ea~ 
ther, or a Gale of Wind. The Circumfbnce of the 
Buoy Stave found at Marble Ifland; as mentio­
ned; and the Things found by Scroggs, at the 
fame Place; all make: it probable, that this very 
Inlet, or the broken Lands near, was the Place 
w"here the Misfortune h:::ppened. It was there­
fore more prudent, not to hazard all, but to de­
fer the proceeding amongft fuch Lands, to a 
more feafonable Opportunity, and to pUl"fue at 
prefent (what was more fuiting with the Time of 
the Year) the going to Winter ~larters, and 
preparing for Winterillg. 

What was obferved upoa Survey amongft thefe 
very broken Lands the next Year; was an Evi­
dence afterwards of the good J udgmentwith which 
~nOppofition was made. For we were fenfible upon 
fuch Survey, that had we ventured in with the 
Lands, agreeable to the Propofal, there was the 
higheft Probability, had the Weather been any 
oth~rwife then moderate, we mufl: have perifhed. 

The Winter was not far off: The Ships muft 
go to the South Part of the Bay, to feek a Har­
bour, if a convenient Harbour was not found in 
Port NelJon River, they would then be obliged 
to go to Churchill, the Ships were to be unrigged, 
the Stores taken out. Houfes built for wintering; 
and Fuel provided. All which wouldbea Work 
()f fome Time~ and if left until the Winter began, 

. . would 
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would be attended with Jome Difficulties; if the AuguR. 

Harbouriqg the Ships- was left until that Time, 
it would be to the great Hazard of them both. 
But the beft Judgment of wh"t was the right 
Time for going to Wintering, is to be deduced 
from obferVing what hath been done by others 
in the like Cafe; and what was confequent on 
their Proceedings. 

Hudfon, Button, Monk, and James, all win­
tered. Hudfon, who wintered in a low Latitude 
in the South Part of the Bay, harboured his 
Ship the Beginning of November, and fhe was 
froze up the tenth. • It caufed great Labour to 
build a Haufe, which they did not afterwards in­
habit, and fuffered very much. b Sir'I'homasButton 
having been drove to the Southward by a Storm~ 
and conftrained to look for a Harbour, got into 
a Creek on the Nonh Side of Port NelJon 
River (fa named by him after his Mafter, whom 
he buried there) on the 13th of Augujt, to re­
pair fome Loffes; after that Time came on the 
new Winter, with much ftormy Weather; as he 
was conftrained to winter there, wintering in his 
Ship, he fuffering very much according to Capt. 
Fox's Account, for Wallt of a proper Provifion 
of Fuel. Captain Monk wintered at Churchill, La­
titude 59. as is evident not only from the Can­
non found there, marked with King Chriftianus's 
Mark C4' C But from the Relation of the Voyage, 

a Pric!It/'s Account of Iludfl'/s Voyage, N orth-Weft. FoX' 
P.79. b North-Well, FoX' P. II S. p. 248. c 2d Vol. 
cf Churchill', Voyage~, An Acconn[ 91 Grem/and. l', 475. 

f which 
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Al1f.urc. which mentions this People's providing Wood:; 
w'1treas in Latitude 63°. 20'1 • the .Place faid to 
be his Wintering-Place, there is no W o~d, and, 
on W~ other Hand at Churchill, there was at 
that Time plenty of Wood, alfo at the firft fetding 
c Churchill they found Hutts with Human 
Bones in them, whl~h agrees with the Relation, 
that fuch of Monk's People as died were forced 
to be left above Ground, for Want of Strength 
in the others to bury them. Captain Monk 
harboured his Ship the fcventh of September, be­
behind fome Rocks in a Bay at the Entrance of 
a Riv~r (which Defcription agrees alfo with 
Churchilf.) They afterwards built themfelves 
Huts, and provided Fuel againft the Winter. 
And the principal Caufe of the Mortality which 
happened (only himfelf and two m ore being left 
alive out of fixty-five Perfons) was their Want of 
Provilion to fupport themfelves with, in the Se­
verity of the Seafon. a Captain 'James began his 
Wintering the fourth of O!;Jober at Charltot! 
Wand, by his own Obfervation Latitude 52.00. 

his Ship in great Hazard, and on the twenty-ninth 
of November, he funk his Ship as the moft effec­
tual Way of fecuring her, he and his People 
fuffering a great Fatigue in getting the Pro­
vifions and N ecefTaries Afhore, and providing 
Roufes, &c. In the Travels of the Miffioners, 
there is an Account by Father Gabriel Mare.ft, a 
J efuit, of the Difficulties they met with to har-

• Voyage of Captain Jame'. P. 45-

bour 
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bour two Ships; the one in Hays's River byYork- Aug,tt. 

Fo;"t, in Hudfon's Bay, which the Frazc/; call 
St. <[,erefa; and to harbour the other Ship in Port 
NelJim River, by the French, called Bourbon 
River. This was upon an Expedition of the 
French to take York Fort, in the Year 169 +, he 
fays (the Ship he was Aboard of having entered 
Hays'sRiver) the thirtieth of September, " We 
" could not poffibly advance, on the firft of 
" OElober we continued in the fame Condition, 
" the Wind being ftill contrary, our V eifel 
" aground at low Water, and there being no 
" Poffibilityof Tacking; in the mean Time, 
" the Wind, the Cold, and Ice increafed every 
" Day; we were within a League of the Place 
" where we were to land, and in Danger of 
" not being able to reach it. On the {econd of 
" Oflober (they having pafTed the Factory, and 
" advanced higher up the Night before) our 
" Ship, fays the Father, had like to h:lVe pe­
"rialed. As we ,vere making ready, and 
c, were in Hopes to be very [oon in the Port, 

" which we could almoft read;, a great Cloud 
" of Snow took away from us the Sight of the 
" Land, and a ftrong Gull: of Wind at N. W. 
" caft us on a Shoal where we {tuck at high 
" Water, there we had a difmal1' 19ht; about 
" ten the [,id Night, the Ice carried by the 
" Stream, and puIhed on by the \\ind, began 
" to beat againft our Ship with fuc11 a dreadful 
" Force and Noire, th:.;t it might have been 
" heard a League off, which Battery lafted four 

P 2 " or 



rJ08 .A Vo Y AGE jor th~ 
Augufi. "or five Hours: The Ice beat the Ship fo 

" violently that it cut the Planks, and in feveral 
" Places they were rubbed off four Inches deep. 
" Monfieur d' Iber'vitle (who commanded in 
" that Expedition) caufed twelve Pieces of Can. 
" non, and feveral other things which could not 
" be loft, or fpoiled in the Water, to be thrown 
., over-board to lighten the Ship, and afterwards 
" had thofe Pieces of Cannon covered with Sand, 
" for fear they fhould be carried away in the 
" Spring by the Force of the Sea. 

" The third, the Wind fomewhat abating. 
c' Monfieur d'Iberville concluded to unlade his 
" Shi;" which was fEll in Danger of Perifhing; 
" we could not make ufe of the Long-Boat for 
" that Service, there being no Poffibility of car~ 
" rymg it acrofs the Ice, which ftill came on in 
" great Quanti[ies; but we ufed the Canoes 
" made of Bark, which we had brought from 
" ff.gebeck, and which our Canadians conveyed 
" athwart the Ice, with wonderful Dexterity. 

" We had heard of the Poli (the other Ship 
<0 feeking a Harbour in Port Nelfon River) and 
" were informed that Ship was in no lefs Dangel' 
" than ours. The Wind, the Ice, and the Shoals 
¢( had all confpired againft it. Once it ran a. 
., Ground, and a great Piece of the Xeel had been 
H carried away, fa that four Pumps would nol;. 
H difcharge the Water it made. Several Barrel!1 
it Qf Powder held taken wet in unloading of th~ 

. '~Vdfel. 
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(, Veffel. It was not yet C0me to the Place AuguA:. 

" where it fhould have winte.red,and there was 
" Danger that it could llot be carried up thither." 

But to return to our Council: The Propofa1 
of holtling up for eight. and-forty Hours for try~ 
ing the Inlet was fo popular, that no one oppofeci 
it but Capt. Smith a.nd his Lieutenij,l1t; and ac­
cordingly an Atl: of Council w~, drawn up, 
agreeable to the Propofal : But, when offered to 
be figned, then one feemed backward, afterwards 
a Second & and at laft they all &eclined Signing 
fochAa. 

The next Day a Council again met on board 
the California, when all the Members were pre­
fent, except the Surgeon of the Dobbs, and the 
Confent was general for bearing away for Win­
ter-~arters; nothing more propofed for trying 
the Inlet, but mentioned by all as an improper 
and ha;z:ardous Attempt: It was alfo propofed 
by the DraftJman, that the ACt of Council made 
the Night before, and l,mfigned, {hould be torn 
out of the Book it was wrote in, and burned; 
but this was oppofed by Capt. Smith, who in­
fifted upon fuch Act remaining in the Bool\. 

Port-Nelfon River was the Place pitched on 
for Wintering, there being a Probability of our 
finding a Harbour, as a French Man of War, 
of fifty Guns, had wintered there when rork 
fort was in their Pofi"effion; and the Reafol1s 

, for 
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Augul1:. for preferring fort Nelfon to Churchill were, be­

caufe that River broke up fome Weeks fooner 
than the River at Cburcbill. Port Nelfon is in a. 
better Climate, a Country more abounding with 
Game, grpater Plenty of Wood, and, being 
near York Fort, which is the principal Factory 
of the Hudfon's Bay Company, there would be a 
Probability of getting more Indians there to hunt 
for us than we fhould at Cburchill, being an in­
ferior Factory. 

In neither of thefe Councils had it been put as 
a OEeibon, whether it would be proper to return 
to England; for there was a fine Inlet, and every 
one knew from the Trial which had been made 
1n the Boat of the Tide, that a Tide came round 
the Weft End of Marble Wand, which they in­
ferred was from Inlets to N. W. of the Wand; 
and comparing the Obfervations thofe in the Boats 
had made of the Tides when to Southward ohhe 
Iiland, and what had been experienced on board 
the Ships when a]fo to Southward of fuch Wand, 
the Ships having been carried the 15th at Night, 
then a Calm, greatly to the Eafl:ward by the 
Flood-Tide, concluded, that there was (befides 
that WeHem Tide round the Ifland, and from 
the Inlets to N. W.) a Weftern Tide likewife 
out of this Inlet, which they had difcovered to 
South- Wefl:ward or Rankin's Inlet, and that 
thefe Tides could be no other than from a 
Wefl:ern Ocean; therefore, it would be better 
to ftay the Winter, that we might be ready to 

prQ-
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proceed in Spring; whereas, if we returned to Auguft. 

England, we 111lght be as late in the following 
Year as we were in this; fo equally unable to 
proceed then as we were now. 

Thefe feemed to be the Reafons which were 
conclullve with everyone for Wintering, as not 
the leaft Quefbon was made about it, as to whe­
ther it was not properer to return to England than 
winter here. There was one ObjeCtion ftarted 
as to Wintering, but that was upon a different 
Account, as that it would not be proper to win­
ter, the People not having fuitable Cloathing; 
and this was an ObjeCtion ftarted by one Perfon 
only. 

About One in the Morning, /lugufl the 
Twenty-fixth, the Tide making down, both 16th. 

Ships came to an Anchor at the Entrance of 
Hays's River, in five Fathom, Water; and 
the Noon before we had anchored off Port Nel-
Jon Shoals, the firft anchoring fince om leaving 
the Orkneys on the :Twelfth of June; having had 
but few Hours between the Seventeenth of this 
Inftant, the Time we bore away for Winter­
Quarters, and the Time of our anchoring, either 
of funfhiny and clear, or moderate Weather; 
moftly cloudy and hazy, Rain and Sleet, with 
fame Snow, ftrong Winds, or Squally; feeing 
feveral Flights of Plover and Geefe making to 
the Southward, the Signs of an approaching 
Winter in the Parts we were p~ffing by; but 

when 
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Augufi. when we came near to the Land to the South .. 

ward, feeing a Numbet of white Whales, con" 
eluded Winter would hOt yet begih there. It 
was very cold all our Way down the Bay~ but on 
our Approach to the Land we had it temperate. 
The Sea in oUr Paffage down Was of various 
Colours. 

The Place of our A"rrchoring Was in a Bay, 
into which there felhwo great Rivers (Port Nel. 
fon River, and, to~he Southward df that, Hays's 
River) which Rivers are parted from ea<:lh other 
bya low Slip of Land, on which is York Fort 
Factory; and this Land, being an Wand, is 
called Hays's Wand, The Channels of thefe Ri. 
vers, after they are paired Hays's Ifiand, are kept 
feparate, until they have run fame Diftance into 
this Bay by Shoals, one of which begins at the 
Foot of Hays's Ifiand, and is dry at Low-Water ~ 
other Shoals join that, which are covered at all 
Times with Water. There Shoals run to the 
Northward more than three Leagues. The N. 
()f Hays's Wand is Lat. 570 30". The N. E. 
Point of this Bay, where it empties into Hurl/on'! 
Bay, which is Cape 'J'atnam, is in Lat. 57°. 48" 
Long. 910 '30". . The other Point to N. W. 
of this Bay, which is Port Nelfon Shoals, is in 
Lat. 580.00. Long. 920. 40". Thofe Channels, 
while divided, are not two Leagues diftant from 
each other in the wideft Parts of the Shoals, with 
Cuts through as would admit Ships to pafi from 
Que River to -the other. 

Port 
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Port Nelfon River was at firft difcovered by AugulL 

Sir Thomas Button, and named after his Ma-
fier, as mentioned, who died there. • Capt. 
Fox and b Capt. James were both here. Capt. 
Fox was firft, and landed" naming the Land 
New Yorkjhire. Was alfo at the Spot where Sir 
Tbomas had wintered, and finding a Crofs which , 
had been ereCted by Sir Thomas, but now fallen, 
Or pulled down, with the Infcription rafed out, 
he caufed the Crbfs to be new raifed, and a Piece 
of Lead nailed on, with an Infcription thereon, 
purporting, Capt. Fox fuppofed that Sir Tho­
mas had firft erected fuch Crofs, and it was now 
raifed again by him, in Right and Poffeffion of 
his Sovereign, Auguft 15, in the Year 1634. Capt 
James, though not allioar, named this Land th~ 
Principality of Wales, an-d in the Charts it is called 
New South-Wales. The French called Port 
Nelfon River the River Bourbon, as mentioned> 
and Hays's River, which they were the firft Dif­
coverers of, they named St. Tere!a, becaufe the 
Difcoverer's Wife bore the Name of that Saint. 

The Morning of the 26th, after Sun-rife, was 
extreamly pieafant; and the barren Views we had 
been fo long entertained with, greatly contributed 
to make the Land, which we now lay about a 
Mile and Half off, to look the more agreeable. 
low Land, with Woods, at fome Diftance from 
the Shore, looking pleafantly green. Between 

• North.WeO. Fox, p_ z '7- b C~pt. ]ameJ's Voyage (or 
di[covering a Paifa&e to Ihe South Sea, p z;. 
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the vVoods and Shore a low Mar1h. About Six 
Capt. Smith went off in his Pinnace, attended by 
Capt. Moor's Mate in the Dobbs's Pinnace, to 
fearch for the Spot where the Ships were to an­
chor, while a Harbour was fearched for; being 
to be followed by the Ships, with the Long-boats 
a-head to found, when the Tide 1hould make; 
the Channel being fhallow and difficult, not to 
be attempted by thofe who do not know it, as a 
Miftake may be the Lofs of a Ship, and a Know­
ledge of the Channel fame Years before will not 
do for aTime after, by rearon thJt the Channel fo 
often alters from the Shifting of the Shoals; which 
Altering of the Channel greatly contributes to the 
Security of the FaCtory againft the Enemy. 

The Pinnaces lay upon the Spot where the 
Ships were to anchor, and at Four in the After­
noon the California arrived there. The Dobbs, 
touching the Ground about Three, ftruck; and 
the Tide being on the Turn, could not, in Spite 
of all Endeavours, both Long-Boats being rent 
to affift her, get off that Tide. We came 
into this Road with our Enfign out; and on our 
Anchoring, [aluted the FaCtory at about [even 
Miles off, with [even Guns; which was taken 
DO Notice off; but while we were in our Paffage 
,up, the FaCtory fired a fingle Gun, which we 
fl,lppofed to be, as it was, an Alarm-Gun for 
their People to come in. About Five we dif. 
cerned their Boat bUfy in finki~g or taking up a 
couple of Buoys; and when that was done, they 

came 
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came towards the Ship to cut down a Beacon that Augu{t, 

was fet upon a Pile of Stones at the Edge of the 
large Shoal before-mentioned to the Northward 
of Hays'S IO.and, and which dried at Low Wa-
ter, and which the Ship now layoff of, 
and this Beacon was to fhew the Spot we were 
then at Anchor upon. Capt. Smith, apprehending 
this, manned his Pinnace with four Oars, and 
put in only two Sitters, that thofe in the Factory 
Boat might not apprehend any Annoyance; giv-
ing Orders to his People to defire thofe in the 
Factory Boat not to cut the Beacon down until 
the other Ship came up. But by the Time that 
Capt. Smitb's Boat joined the FaCtory Boat, two 
of the Factory People were got on Shore on the 
Pile of Stones; and thofe in the Boat being de-
fired not to let them cut down the Beacon, they 
[aid it was the Governor's Orders. Being ask'd 
if they knew who we were, one replied, Yes, 
I knew it to be Capt. Smith, when I came near 
enough to fee him; and it being faid to that, 
Why do you cut down the Beacon then? The 
Anfwer was, It is the Go'Uernor's Order, and 
how did we know but you were F;"wcb ? You 
have been in the Offing thefe three or four Days 
fireing of Guns; we have been forced to keep 
half Watch every Night. Now it was no way 
probable, whatever their Fears might prefent to 
them, that the Frencb would make their Signals 
for Tacking or Lying by (which was the Mean-
ing of the Guns fired between the two Ships, 
and which they heard) when they were fo near 

Q. 2 their 
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their Enemies Coaft.. Nor woulq the Gowr.n~r, 
had he not been well fatisfied who we were, be,. 
fore they came with their Boat to have a plain 
View of the Ship, to inform them, have fent, 
them on fuch an Expedition as the Cutting down 
a Beacon within Piftol-Shot of an Enemy's Ship 
of Force. 

It was, as we then fuppofed, and afterwards 
learned, the EffeCt of Pallion. The Indians whQ 
firft faw us [aid there were fou~ Ships, two great 
ones and two little ones. The little ones were 
the Long-Boats, which loomed by their Fear(l 
and the Weather to be 110 lefs than Bombketches, 
the Ships two Men of War. The Difcoverers 
were known to be two Ships only; here were 
fou~, fa it could not be them. The Alarm was 
fent into the Country for all the FaCtory Peopl~ 
to come Home, every thing prepared for De~ 
fence, when in the Interim the Governor had 
certain Intelligence of our being Friends, and 
angry at the Surprize we had put him into, to 
vent his Spleen, iifued thefe Orders for taking 
up the Buoys, and cutting down the Beacon; 
~md at this thofe in the FaCtory Boat feemed to 
hint, when they asked the People in Capt. Smith's 
Boat (who were, defiring them not to cut down 
the Beacon) why then, fay the FaCtory People, 
had there not been a Boat fent up to the Gover­
nor? VV hich was excufed by faying, that the 
Long-Boat was fent to Capt. Moor's Affiftance, 
and there was but the Pinnace befides; but in the 

Morn,. 
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Morning a Boat would be rent up. This Con- Auguft" 

verfation was, while the two Men on Shore on 
the Pile of Stones were bufy in cutting down the 
Beacon; and when they finifhed their Work, they 
returned to the Boat, and rowed away; having 
been firft defired to call aboard the Ship, which 
they excufed themfelves from, with faying they 
had not Time. 

We learned from them, that the HudJon's Bay 
Ships, bound for that Fort, had been for fame 
Days gone for England: That the Hudfon's Bay 
Ships, whom we had parted with on the feven­
teenth of June at Night, had not entered the 
Streights until nine Days after us, but had been 
more fortunate in palfing them, having never 
made faft to Ice but once, that fomewhere about 
ManJell Ifland. Capt. Smitb's Boat returned 
Aboard with the Beacon in Tow, being a fin~ 

ftraight Piece of Pine, with a good Brufh or 
Broom at the End. 

We had the Satisfatl:ion of hearing that Night 
of the Dobbs being fafe, being on a hard Ground 
and upright, though it was dry all about her; 
they had been ftaving the Water abo;lrd her, in 
order to lighten her aft, not doubting to get off 
the next Tide. Capt. Smith alfo promifed to 
hoift two Lights at his F ore-topfail Yard-arm, 
one at each Extreme, as a Diretl:ion for her in 
the Night. 

The 
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Augl1ft 27. The Dobbs got off in the Night, but did noe 
join us. Next Morning Capt. Smith went down 
to bring her up, and about twelve the Dobbs came 
to an Anchor, juft aftern of the California; then 
faluted the FaCtory with feven Guns, which were 
not anfwered by the FaCtory; but in the Morn­
ing the FaCtory had fired three fingle Guns, and 
at a Diftance of Time the one from the other, 
though on what Account we could not tell. 

In the Afternoon a Boat arriving from the 
FaCtory, thofe in her bringing a Letter from 
the Governor, a Council was called on Board of 
the Dobbs, to confider of fuch Letter; wherein 
the Governor tells the Commanders, not to come 
higher with the Ships at their Peril, unlefs fhew­
ing a proper Authority from the Government, or 
the Company trading in thofe Parts. As to the 
Hudfon's Bay Company, the Captains had no 
Authority from them; what they had from the 
ACt of Parliament made in Favour of this Ex­
pedition no one could tell, not having it with 
them; and as to any other Authority, no one 
of the Council knew where to feek it, until fhewn 
by Capt. Smith, in a Claufe of the Commiffions 
which both Ships had as Privateers, and by which 
they had a Right to any Affiftance that that Port 
could fupply them with, and by Confequence, 
could not be oppofed in going to harbour where 
the Commanders pleafed ; though it was not the 
lntention that the Ships fhould go higher up, 

being 
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being only to wait there, where they were at An- Auguft. 

chor, until a Harbour was found in Port Nelfon 
River. 

A Letter was wrote, and two Perfons, one 
from each Ship, went with it, carrying alfo the 
two Privateer Commiffions. They went in the 
Factory Boat, one of the Ship's Boats attending, 
to bring them back. The Governor fired twice 
or thrice while they were on their Way, which 
was a private Signal between him and his People. 
The two Deputies being landed three Miles fbort 
of the Factory, had a very dirty muddy Walk, 
and, when arrived, as indifferent a Reception; 
which being complained of, the People at the 
Factory replied, that the E)tample had been fet 
by the Treatment their People received when 
Aboard Capt. Moor. The Deputies returned 
about Twelve at Night, with a Letter from the 
Governor and Council, whereby he invites the 
Captains to the Factory, that he might know 
their Wants, and confult with refpect to their 
Wintering. What I'te meant by knowing their 
Wants, and another Expreffion in his Letter, 
calling the Ships his Majefty's Ships, I never 
underftood, unlefs led into it by fame Expreffion 
in the Letter the Deputies carried; a Copy of 
which 1 never faw, Capt. Moor at all Times re­
fufing to give one to Capt. Smith. 

The next Morning Augujl the Twenty-eighth, 28th. 

the Long-Boat of the California, and the Pinnace 
belong· 
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Auguft. belonging to the Dobbs, fet out to featch for a 
Channel through the Shoals or Flats to Pott Nat­
Jon River, and to return by the next Tide. The 
two Captains went up to the Factory, where the 
Governor declared, that the Ships ihould not 
come above the Factory, and that if they at­
tempted it, he would fire at them; but that the 
Boats might. Capt. Smith defied him, and told 
him, that if he ihould fire at his Ship he would 
return it: And the Governor beilig aiked as to 
his giving his Advice as to a proper Place to 
winter jn, agreeable to his Letter, faid, he muft 
be excufed; the, Governor looking on it as 
a certain Confequence, that if the Ships came 
above the Factory, they would intercept his 
Trade, the major Part of which would be come 
down that River before the Ships could get out; 
but, as already mentioned, Capt. Smith had no 
Thoughts at that Time but of Wintering in Port 
NelJon, fa not of going above the Factory; but 
would not be prevented by the Governor if he 
thought it neceifary. 

The Boats returned from the Search thit E ven­
ing, thofe in them giving an Account that there 
was a Channel through the Flats, though not a 
great Depth of Water, yet a Sufficiency, and a 
fine Channel when in Port Nelfon River. Capt. 
Moor and Capt. Smith fet out the next Morning, 
with both Ships Long-Boats and Pinnaces, to 
take a better Survey of fuch Channel, and find a 
Harbour on the North Side of Port NelJon River, 

- where 



Diflovery of a North-Weft Pqffage. 121 

where they might go free from the Ice and the AUf,uft. 

Spring Deluge, which fometimes happens, occa-
fioned by the Suddennefs of the Thaw, anel the 
Stoppage of the Ice, with terrible Accounts of 
which Deluges the People at the FaCtory had 
entertained our Men, who went with the Cap-
tains to the FaCtory the Day before; telling them, 
as though it was certainly confequent, fhould the 
Ships winter above the FaCtory, of their having a 
Deluge, as there was one annually a bove the 
FaCtory, no Spring without. The Captains were 
Abroad all that Night, but the next Afternoon, 30th. 

about four, we faw the Boats coming Soon after 
Sun-fet a Canoe came and layofF a f mall Diltance 
from the Ship, thofe in her haliI'll; us in Eaglif!;, 
with, What Chear ? They were anfwered, and 
three Indians came, with their Canoe, AlongGde, 
telling us, they had Geefe, and when Aboard, 
brought thrre out of a large greafy Leather 
Satchel, picked and dreffed ; for which they had 
a Bottle of Indian Brandy, the Name given for 
tWO Thirds of Brandy, and one of Water. Said, 
that they were at Albany, did not like the People 
there, fo were come here, and now they were 
going from hence SOLlthward, in Purfuit of 
Winter-Quarters, with their Families; for they 
had been imployed by the Governor to fuoot 
Geefe, but the Geefe not coming in Plenty, and 
there not being a fufficient Employ, he had dif­
charged them. Capt. Smith hearing this when 
he came Aboard, agreed with them to come and 
!hoot all Winter, on fueh Terms as they ap-

R proved~ 
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.~ugul1. proved; though they [aid, they muft fir11: go 
Southward, and they would foon return; and if 
they met any of their Friends, as they probably 
might, they would bring them with them to 
hunt. They were alfo defired to bring Venifon, 
which they promifed, on fuch Terms as was great 
for them, a Buck for two Bottles of Brandy. 
They had Pipes and Tobacco given them, with 
Liquor, and whatever was thought would pleafe, 
they behaving very civilly on their Part; {hid all 
Night, lying on the Deck, and until the After­
noon of the next Day, feeding on Grout, which 
is Oatmeal, boiled to a Thickne[s, {weetened 
with MoJoffus. They were three young Fellows, 
one much {uperior to the other two, and better 
habited, the others very meanly. In the After­
noon they went a[hore in the Boats, as there was 
a. {mall Sea, the Canoe towing after, all the Boats 
going in 3earc'1 of a Harbour in Harp River, or 
on the Shore to Eaftward ; what had been done 
the three Days before with fo much Fatigue, and 
the Night the Captains were out at Port NelJon, 
{pending it on the Ground, with only a Fire be­
fore them, to protect them from the Cold, and 
Mufhettoes, turning out to no Effect, by the ob­
ftinate Refolution of Capt. Moor, that his Ship 
fuould not go through the Channel which they had 
found, though Capt. Smith offered to carry his 
Ship firft, and fetch the Dobbs afterwards. Capt. 
}VIoor was al[o determined that his Ship fhould not 
return over the Shoals the Way !he had come in 
until next Year, to proceed upon the Difcovery. 

and 
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and not that Year to enter Port Nelfon H.iver by Auguft. 

the Mouth of it. And Capt. Smitb, though he 
was fenfible how good a Harbour they had found 
on the North Shore of Port Neljon River, ufually 
called Guillam's Creek, how much better it would 
be Wintering under this Shore than any where in 
Hays's River, was arfo fenfible they were likely 
to get out fooner in the Year, and !hould have 
the Governor of rork Fort on better Terms than 
at any other Place, as here they could have a 
greater Intercourfe with theIndial1s, (a Thing which 
the Governor fo much teared) than any where 
elfe; yet, as no Arguments could prevail with 
Capt. Moor, he was forced to comply, thinkil1fj 
it beft that the ~hips !hould not feparate. 

While the Indians were Aboard, there came 
fame of the FaCtory People Alongfide, and, after 
much Perfwafion, were prevailed with to come 
Aboard, making but a !hart Stay, pretending, 
that the Governor knew nothing of this their Vi­
fit; though it was rather fufpeCted they came to 
learn what had been done in the lail: Voyage made 
in the Boats. 

"When the Boats fet out to fearch for a Har­
bour, the thirty-firft in the Afternoon, in Hay's: 
River, it was agreed that Capt. Moor !hould go 
with his Boats above the FaCtory, and Capt. 
Smith to fearch for a Creek he had heard of on 
the Eaftern Shore; but there was fa Coon a Shal­
lowing of the 'Vater as Capt. Smith approached 

R 2 that 
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Auguft. that Shore, that he was fenGble no Ship could ftand 
in for a Harbour there; and putting the Indians 
into their Canoe, faw them arrive fafe, take it on 
their Shoulders, and walk over Land. The Boats 
then were ordered to follow Capt. Moor, who was 
gone above the FaCtory; upon our coming near 
which, the Governor fired a Shot, as we fuppofed 
to bring us to; upon which Capt. Smith went 
albore with one of the Boats, fending the other, 
as intended, after Capt. Moor. The Governor 
excufed his firing, with faying, it was a Signal 
for the ClJurcbtll Sloop to come in, which he 
thought he efpied in the Offing, and might be 
fearful to venture in, on feeing our two Ships. 

The F aCl:ory is placed about three Miles from 
the North End of the l11and, and, on the Eaftern 
Side, Hays's River running clofe before it ; which 
River, and Port NelJon, glide in one, until fepa­
rated by this IOand; then forming two Rivers, 
one on each Side the If1and, as mentioned. The 
li1and but low Land, and, from the Point of the 
Iiland to the FaCtory, a flat, gravel, and muddy 
Shore, with a Bank within of a bluiih Marle, 
well covered with Poplar, Pine, and Alder; the 
YeHow of whofe Flower, mixed with the Green 
of the Fir and Poplar, looked pleafanter than 
any Thing that could be expeCted to be found in 
thefe Parts. 

SPpt J, The next Day, September the firft, the Cali-
fornia (thofe in the Boat having difcovered there 

was 
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was a Channel fame Way above the FaCto~y, tho' September. 

intricate, and Capt. Moor giving an Account of 

a Creek which would be fuitable) weighed, and 
frood nearer to the FaCtory, there to lighten; 
which was imm~diately began upon. 

The next Morning, September the fecond, the zd 

Governor fent a Meffage, defiring Capt. Smith to 
fend his Boat, with Somebody, to let him know 
where he intended to lay his Ship. This Meffage 
was fucceeded by a Letter brought by fame from 
the FaCtory, in which the Governor mentions, 
if we would not winter the Ships above a Place 
there mentioned, and below the FaCtory, he would 
affift us as far as lay in his Power, and was con­
fifrent with his Orders from the Company. 

The Perf on who brought the Meffage had 
been many Years here, fo it might be prefumed, 
from his Experience, that he well know the N a­
ture of the Country. Under that Pretence he 
pointed out a Place as from his own Obfervation, 
fit for our Wintering, which was at the Extreme 
of the IOand, and called, the Point of MarJh, 
afferting it better than any Place above the Fac­
tory; as no Accident could be from the breaking 
up of the Ice, which there always goes away at­
ter an eafy Manner, nor no Fear from a Delllge ; 
and both one and the other might be expeCted, to 
the DefrruCtion of the Ships, in Wintering any 

where above the Factory" 
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September. The MeiTage and Letter Capt. Smith an[ wered, 
for the prefent, with faying, he would [peak to 
Capt. Moor, whom he expeCted would bring up 
his Ship that Afternoon; then he would fend the 
Governor an Anfwer. But, prevented by the 
Weather, it was the next Morning before the 

3d Dobbs could join us; and that Afternoon the 
Point of Marjh was viewed by the Captains and 
the whole Council; but gave fa little Satisfac­
tion, that Capt. Smith, and (orne others, (though 
Capt. Moor was willing to acquiefce with it, as a 
proper Place for laying the Ships) that, on the 
next Morning, September the fourth, the two Cap­
tains fet out in their Boats, to fearch for another 

4th HarbQur, firft fending the Governor an Anfwer 
to his Letter, which I never faw a Copy of, it 
being refufed Capt. Smith; but, by the Report 

,of the Perfon who carried it, the Governor ex­
preffed himfelf well fatisfied, promifed his AiIift­

ance, and that agreeable to Orders received from 
the BudJon's Bay Company. 

At twelve that Night the Captains returned. 
having employed themfelves in furveying the 
Creeks, and obferving the Tides; and next Morn­
ing the Ships got under Way, in order to proceed 
nearer the Factory, and within the-Land. In or-

5tb cler to ihew the Channel, (for the Direction 
of which two Beacons were erected, both now 
cut down by the Governor's Orders,) two People 
werc~ fent, one with a Jack, another with a Pendant, 

to 
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to frand at the Spots where thofe Beacons had September.' 

been. The Tide being down, we came to an 
Anchor thort of the Place intended; grounded 
at low Warer" in fuch a Manner as it was feared 
the Ship would receive a great Damage. Having 
again altered our Station, we had another Vifit from 
fome of the Factory; and Capt. Smith and Capt. 
Moor going up ill the Boat, the Governor fired a 
Shot, which was obferved by feveral to pitch in 
the Sand. The Factory People being asked, If 
they came on Bufinefs? They faid, No, they 
only came to converfe <fete a rete; and as to the 
Shot no one ever knew what was meant, Capt. 
Smith, who was bent on Wintering above the 
Factory, as he could not winter at Port Nelfon, 
not thinking it worth his Time to inquire. That 
Night the Ship was moved to the Birth intended 
for her in the Morning. 

The next Day both the Captains fet out again, 6. 

fraying out all that Night, which they fpent in 
the Woods by a Fire, and at this Time concluded 
on a Place for Wintering. The People aboard 
the California were imployed in the Interim in 
clearing a high Plot of Ground afhore, carrying 
Stores there, and erecting a Tent with Sails to 

keep fuch Stores from the Weather; built alfo a 
Sail- Tent for two Land-men to watch in, who 
alfo took it by Turns to go a Shooting, and 
from them we had a fmall Supply of Geelr.. 
Ducks, and Plover. 



~ptember. On th~ Tenth the California being lightened, 
and in Part unrigged, went lip a-breafr of the 
FaCtory, faluting the Governor with [even Guns, 
which Salute was not anfwered until two Hours 
after; expeCting the Dobbs who touched in com­
ing up, and did not get off that Tide. The 
Governor alfo made a Prefent in the Evening of 
ten frefh Geefe, with a Sallad of Lettuce and 
CrefTes; both the Lettuce and Creffes very good 
of the Kind. 

The Situation of the FaCtory is a clear Space 
made in the Woods, which furround it on three 
Sides, the Factory having an open Front to the 
Water, from which it frands a fmall Diftance 
within the Bank; to the North and Eaftward 
covered with a good Battery, and to the South-Eafr 
is a Dock for building or repairing either Sloops 
or Boats; behind the Battery, and between that 
and the Dock, there is a Space of Land which 
they call the Plantation, and here the Indians 
who come to the FaCtory pitch their Tents; and 
there is generally a Tent or two of old and infirm 
Indians, . both Men and Women, who get their 
Maintenance from the Factory. This Part, which 
is on the Back of the Battery and Dock, and cal­
led the Plantation, is feparated from the FaCtory 
by two Rows of high PalifTades, between the firft 
of which and the fecond, are Store-.hollfes, the 
Cookery, and fome Work-£hops, low built, and 
fo placed as they would be of little Service to an 
Enemy to cOVel" an Attack of the Place. Within 

the 
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the inner Palilfades are fmall Spots of Turnips, September. 

Collards, Sallads, and other Garden Stuff, be-
longing to the Governor and Officers. From 
the Plantation, or from the firft Entering of the 
Paliffades to the FaCtory, you walk on a wooden 
Platform. The FaCtory itfelf is a fquare Fort, 
having four Baftions, two Stories high, with a 
Platform on the Top leaded, and a Parapet, 
where they have' fome Cannon. The FaCtory is 
of Wood, built of large Logs of Trees, plained 
on three Sides, laid one on the other, and pcgg'd 
together with large wooden PillS; to the Front 
they pllt a plain Side of the Logs, and the 
Front is painted white. In the Center of each 
Curtain there projects in the fccond Story a clofe 
Lanthern, a half Circle ; in which nor in any Part 
of the Baitions are there any Ports for Cannon. 
but Loops for fmall Arms. When you go mto 
the Factory there is a handfome Area; the Fac-
tory is much handfomer within than on the Out-
fide. 

In the upper Story of the South-Eaft Baftion 
is the Governor's Apartment, to which there is 
a handfome Flight of wooden Steps out of the 
Area. His Apartment conGits of four Rooms, 
with a Fire-Place in the largeit; the Rooms 
wainfcotted, and neatly fitted up. Under the 
Governor's Apartment is the common Room for 
the Deputy-Governor and principal Handicratts, 
as the Ship and Houfe-Carpenter, and others, 
who compofe the Governor's Mefs; in which is 

S a l~rge 
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September. a large brick Stove ereCted for warming both this 
and the Governor's Apartment. Afide this 
Room are there feverai Cabins, in each of 
which there is a Bed. place, and befides Room 
for four or five People to fit commodioufly, 
and every Cabin hath a Light into it. In the 
N orth-Eaft Baftion, in the lower Part, is aifo a 
common Room, with a Stove of Brick for warm­
ing the Apartments; and in this Baftion are 
lodged the Steward and Cook, and all others 
(excepting the Surgeon) who are not of the Go­
vernor's Mefs. The other two Bafbons, and the 
Curtains, are divided into Store-hollfes, a Trad­
ing-room, a lYJagazine, &c. 

The Building hath but a mean Appearance on 
the Omfide, but it IS warm and convenient for 
the Purpofe it is built for, and the W orkmanfhip 
good of the Kind. From the Platform on the 
Tvi' of tht FaCtory you have aProfpeCl: over the 
Woods a long \V ay, feeing Hills to the South~ 
Eaft, which are about twenty, or five-and-twenty 
Miles difrant. Between which the Country is all 
low and fiat; fo is alfo the Wand on which the 
FaCl:ory ftands. Thefe Hills are the Spots to 
form a right Judgment of the Climate of this 
Country; but what is perceived in that refpeCl: 
at the Factory, or within ten Miles round it, or 
where thofe who belonged to the Ships were 
obliged to winter, we may reafonably fuppofe 
pears no mOre Analogy with the Climate of the 
Inland Country, or of thofe higher Lands We fee 

from 
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from the FaCtory, than what i~ found at the me September. 

of Shepey, or Hundreds of Effex, does with the 
Upland Country of EjJex or Kent, or the major 
Part of England befides. 

The Ship continuing off the Factory, the Peo­
ple were imployed in getting afhore the dry Pro­
vifions, the Brandy, and what required a fafer 
Cuil:ody, into a Store-houfe at the FaCtory, lent 
by the Governor. Alfo fome Were employed 
jointly with Capt. Moor's People in digging a 
Hole on the Plantation for to put fome Beer in, 
to fecure it during the 'Winter; on which they 
proceeded very 110\fly, having after the firil: three 
Feet, which was a kind of Loam, met with a 
frozen Part, that continued as low as they dug. 
It looked like a lead· coloured fleaky Stone, chip­
ped and flew like it when broke by the Pick-axe; 
taken in the Hand was heavy, and cold as a Piece 
of Ice; but then it foon thawed or crumbled; the 
Particles of Sane! of which it was compofed quick· 
ly feparating from each other. 

The Wood which is on the three Sides of the 
FaCtory, and fo of the Vloods of the whole 
Wand, is of Pine and Juniper, both but fmall, the 
Pine-Trees twenty to thirty Feet high, and abour 
fifteen or twenty Inches rOllnd ; the Juniper-Trees 
not above thirteen or fourteen Feet high; and 
the Trees grow at [uch a Diil:ance from each 
other, as the Woods are no way thick. There is 
alfo Poplar and Alder, with Bullies and thick 

S z Bram-
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Stp:ember. Brambles, and amongfr the Bullies wild Cur­
rants, with white and red Goofeberry-bufbes, 
which bear a Fruit. There is alfo long Grafs_ 
and Mofs, amongfr which there grows a great 
N umber of Dewatterberries, and alfo Cranberries. 
The Woods are intermixed with open Plains; 
the Ground of both very marlliy, and in many 
Places Bogs. 

The California, it being then the Time of 
Spring Tides, went from the FaCtory Saturday, 

20th. September the twentieth, the Dobbs having gone 
fome Days before, affifred by the People of the, 

23d• California; and at Noon of the twenty-third 
both Ships were in the Birth intended them for 
that Seafon, about two hundred Yards up a Nar­
row that is about four Miles from the FaCtory, 
and called Ten Shilling Creek, but not properly, 
it being' a Branch of the great River from which 
it feparates about thirty Miles above this Entrance 
where the Ships lay, and by which it rejoins the 
great River again. It is of the Width of about 
two Ships at the Entrance, which Width it con­
tinues not above a Mile up, then afterwards nar­
rowing; hath Banks which are rather freep. 
and about fifty Feet in Height, thick covered 
with Brufh, or Poplar, and Alder, from High­
Water Mark to the Top; and on the Top of the 
Banks are _W oods of Poplar, Pine, and Juniper, 
which even at the Time the Ships arrived there 
looked very agreeable and pleafant. 

The 
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The Ships being fecured, the building a Houfe, September. 

and providing Fuel, was next undertaken, but 
the greateft Part of the Hands were imployed in 
clearing the Spot the Houie was to be built on, the 
providing fitting Timber, carrying it thither, and 
the Sawing of Plank (being provided with Saws 
which were brought out of England) upon the 
thirtieth of September four Pieces of Timber were 30th, 

laid for the Foundation, and a brick Stove begun 
with Mortar and Bricks with which we were fup-
plied by the Governor, who alfo fent the Brick-
layer of the Factory to build it; but there not 
being Materials to build two Stoves, the Captains 
were put under aN e<;eility to erect but one Houfe, 
and live together. 

The Houfe was twenty Feet in Length, fix­
teen in Bread[h, and in Height eighteen, confift­
ing of two Stories, built of Logs of Wood laid 
one on the other, with two Sides plain or fayed, 
that they might be the clofer; alfo between every 
two Logs Mofs put, and the Mofs of every Seam 
daubed on the Outfide with a Loam or Kind of 
Clay, made up of Water and the Soil, which is 
almoft all a MarIe; which Loam by freezing be­
coming folid, prevents any Wind or Air from 
pailing between fuch Logs. The Roof, which 
was {belving, was of Planks tightly caulked, as 
a Ship'S Side. The upper Story had the two 
Captains Cabins in Front, and the Landing of 
the StaiJtS. Thefe Cabins opened into a Paffage 

which 
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Septernliler. which reached the Length of the Haufe of more 
than three Feet in Width, with a Light at each 
End; and on the other Side of fuch Paifage 
were a Row of Cabins for the Officers of both 
Ships, half to one, half to the other. The lower 
Story, in the Middle of which was the Stove. 
was alfo divided, one Side belonging to one Ship's 
Company, the other to the other. In this Story 
the Surgeon had his Cabin; the Mate, the Car­
penter, the Cook, the Captains Servants, and 
others whom it was neceifary to have, for faw­
ing the vVood for the Stove, lighting the Stove, 
and other neceifary Jobs, were alfo lodged here. 
And the Cabins were fa conveniently contrived 
as fourteen of the California's People were en­
tertained in the Haufe, exclufive of the Captain. 
This Story had no Light, but what came in by 
the Doors (as the upper one had) was floored, 
and each Captain had a Cellar underneath the 
Floor. 

The Stove was fupplied, and lighted, one 
Week by one Ship's Company, the other Week 
by the other, fa alternately; and was always in 
Capt. Smith's Week, lighted in the Morning, at 
Noon, and at Night. To fire thefe Stoves they 
artfully, within the Stove, in about aFoot of the 
Stove's Mouth, pile up, one on the other, Pieces 
of Wood about eighteen Inches in Length, three 
in Circumference~ until the Stove is full to the 
Top; then place dry Pieces, of lefs Size, before 
that Wood, to which they put a Light, and the 

- . - Draught 
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Draught of the Stove foon makes a Fire. When September. 

the Wood is burnt to a Coal, they, with a Rake, 
bring it forward to the Stove's Mouth; there 
beat the Coals fmall, and if there is any fmoak-
ing Piece, they pick fuch Bits out, and carry 
them away; 2nd a Cover being then put on the 
Top of the Chimney, of the Outfide the Hou[e 
(there being a Ladder always ready for the going 
up to do it) by [llch Means the Heat is confined 
in the Hou[e, and it will be warm fome Hours. 
The Stove which was firft erected (but afterwards, 
being ready to fall, taken down, and a lees erect-
ed) warmed the Houfe to that Degree as to 
to melt the Candles, and not to admit the Lying 
covered a Bed; and with the other Stove, if duly 
lighted, thofe in the Houfe could have no Scnfe 
of Cold. The Stove which con[umed a vaft 
Quantity of Fuel, was fupplied from two Piles 
of Wood, that were procured by the Ships Com-
panies, each Ship's Company one, and were 
placed at a [mall Diftance from the Houfe. 

At rome Diftance from the Front of the Houfe. 
and to the Right of it,· was the Cookery, which 
was, as they term it in thefe Parts, a Log Tent. 
Thefe Tents are built by putting a Pole, four­
teen or fixteen Feet long, between two Trees, 
and as high as it is intended the Tent ihould be, 
ten or twelve Feet; then leaning againft this 
Pole on both Sides, leaving only three Feet on 
the South Side, for a Door W ;ty, large Logs of 
WQod llnbarked, their Tops meeting above the 

Pole • 



September. Pole; and thofe on one Side over-lhooiing the 
other. At Bottom thefe Logs are extended the 
Width they intend the Tent, the Shape of the!: 
Tent refembling the Eves of a Houfe; and the 
Ends are alfo of the fame Kind of Logs as the 
Sides; the Parting between the Logs being filled 
with Mofs, and daubed over with a Mixture of 
the Soil and Water. The Height of the Door is 
four Feet and a Half, and above that, from thll: 
Logs, to Right and Left, there is a Crofs-Piece, 
and another near the Top, upon which Logs are 
laid, fo to fill up the Vacancy which there is 
above, between the Logs, to Right and Left of 
the Door; but the Crofs-Pieees caufing thefe 
Logs to lie hollow, fo as not to touch the Ridge­
Pole, and as many Logs on the oppofite Side the 
Tent being alfo hollow, from the Ridge-Pole, 
by a Crofs-Piece near the Top, thefe Logs do 
not meet, but leave an Opening, which anfwers 
the Purpofe of a Chimney; and is alfo the only 
Conveyance by which they have any Light. U n­
cler this Opening, within Side the Tent, they form 
the Hearth of Earth, about three Feet fquare, 
and one high, which they build round with Logs 
to prevent the Earth mouldering or falling away. 
At about four Feet from each End of the Tent 
they place aerofs the Tent, Seat high, 3 large 
fquare Log; and from thefe Logs there is an­
other paffes Endways on that Side the Tent, op­
pofite to the Door. The Ufe of placing thefe 
Logs fo, is for .5eats round the Fire, and the 
End Logs alfo keep in the Bed-Cloaths; for in 

that 
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f:hat Space of Time, Wet, between thofe Logs Sep~ember; 
.and the Ends are the Beds put, two at each End, 
~ach Bed holding two, they lying with their Heads 
/:0 the Sides of the Tr-nt, and feet inwards. The 
Beds are not laid on ·the Ground, but they gather 
a Quantity of fmall Pine-Tops, whi~h is laid firft. 
and [0 raife the Bed about a Foot or more from 
the Ground. The Log which runs between the 
two Logs and Sideways, marks out a Place be-
hind it for their Chefts, their Kettles, &c. 

The Cookery was a Tent of this Kind, as tq 
the outward Form and Hearth, but not the Lodg­
ing-Part, the Cooks being lodged in the Houfe. 
Upon the Left-hand of the Haufe were alfo two 
.other Log-Tents; but they were without Chim­
neys; one belonging to each Ship; and were 
Store-houfcs, 

Vvhi4e [he Haufe was carrying on, three other 
Tents were alfo built for wintering thole People 
of the California who could not be er:teruined if: 
the Houfe. Capt. ]v100r built alia Tents of the 
[arne Kind for his People. The Tents built for 
the Califon;ia People we;·e, one about fix Miles 
off, as being a Sporting Country; another about 
a Mile; and a third about a Mile and half off ; 
all in pleafant SilLlatio~s, furrounded with Woods, 
two of them near to the 'I'en Shilling Creek; the 
~noft diftant one near ~o a Creek in that Part 
)Vhich they c;tlleu French Creek. Their Situatior. 
)fear .a Creek is requifite, t4~t Ice may be come 

T ai 
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September. at in Winter; and the Creek ferves as a Road 

aVo for the more convenient Draught of Provi­
fions in Winter. Thefe Tents are placed in 
Woods, not only for Warmth-fake, but alfo on 
Account of getting Fuel; and therefore choofe 
[uch Parts in which there is moft dry Wood for 
Firing (by which is meant fuch Wood as is upon 
the Decay, but not yet become rotten). They 
are alfo placed at a Dift-ance from each other, 
both on the Account of Hunting, as if two Tents 
near to each other would interfere with each 
other's Game. They are alfo feparated, that 
they may not ft-eal each other's Firing, or cut 
down each other's Wood; for there is a kind of 
Property which follows on the EreCting of every 
Tent; no Man having a Right to cut a Stiek 
within fueh a Dift-anee of that Tent, as anyone 
in that Tent can carry Home a Stick from on 
his Shoulder without reft-ing. Three Men, with 
great Eafe, will finifu one of thefe Tents in a 
Couple of Days. 

The Houfe was fituate in a Wood, about 
Half a Mile from where the Ships lay; between 
which and the Houfe, there was a turning Walk 
cut through the Wood. The Houfe alfo look'd 
upon a Creek, aude of which it ft-ood, on a rifing 
Ground, at a fmall Dift-ancefrom it. In the Creek 
is Plenty of Water, the Shores broad, and of gra­
dual Afcent, covered with Poplar; and upon the 
Banks fpiring Pines, for more than a Mile in 
Length. ThePlenty of Water was not natural tothe 

Place, 





. w: .9f'f~ 
A 

A. :;;/i,. frolll"I, ___ _ 
J3 .//i, ''Jro71ttT:1h,9am 
c.y,;{" :/0;0 ;:i'M,' .9aJ7l ,_ 
D . .Y'/1~ .Y/IlIl'l)hblf:;lItl,· .!.IiOIII 

.5/;;-:' Yhi'Cl 9t"dv<,'/' 

A,t'/;;, LlL'&lN'r J&tl.!r 
13. (/);, .//"''{I'" [yd/.' r/' <,{ 
C.y,r, {/,','k __ _ 

- rL~,-·.0;/I"!.*d(;;J{:I,·M,~ 
D ... .;7!.JllH,vtlZI;f" A,d/ 0/ J3 

lll'l{tc;fr,0,/,0wCI.i 11ll!'. 
E r?.I.a,fc' /,1<' ,;1(Jt(vt/Jd//lJ 

V' r/,' 'i'Jdlik , __ 
c 

1'.14P • 

{

$hCJ!IO/WhtCIt/k bard­
E if /a;f;,/r:;P-c-m tif=t/", 1I1'I'N 

~art-5th&!2fa?1"/'/ D.B. 

9a?lU '? 

B 

A 



Difcovery if a North-Wefl PajJage. 139 
Place, but owing to its being kept up by Dams, September. 

the Work of the Beavers; which Animals had 
alCo built a Houfe on the Side of this Creek. 

There were three Dams, two on one Side the 
BeaverhouCe, and another beyond on the other 
Side. The firft of which was about a Mile off 
the Beaver-houCe, and reaches a-cro[s almoft from 
one Bank-edge to the other, running high up 
the Shore; and is about fifty-feven Feet in Length. 
At each End the Dam begins much like to a 
Turf, or Clod of Earth turned up ; from the'nce 
it is continued level, and in a ftraight Line, for 
about the Length of nine Feet, with an Increafe 
in the Width, as it grows in Length; the Deicent 
of the Shore being very gradual, the exterior Side 
of the Dam is not at this Length of nine Feet, 
exceeding fix Inches in Height above the Surface, 
but the interior Side of the Dam, which is made 
with a fbarp Sloap, is about a Foot and Half 
above the Surface, on that Side. And the Rea­
fan why the interior Side of the Dam is fo much 
deeper than the Exterior, is, that all the Earth 
which is heaped up for the Dam is taken from the 
In fide. The Width of the Top of the Dam is 
here three Feet. The Dam then turns circular, 
forming a Figure, whofe chord Line is twenty­
feven Feet, and Radius nine Feet. And upon 
the Top of the Dam, in the Center of it, is a 
Cut, of about two Feet and a Half in Width, 
fix Inches in Depth; by which the VVater conti­
nually falls into a narrow Channel of no more 

T z than. 
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September: than three Feet in Width, that vents itfelf in ':ten 

Shilling Creek; but the Water which fupplies 
fuch Cut is within fide, and clofe to. the Dam 
twenty Feet broad; the perpendicular Height of 
the Dam Oil the exterior Side~ neareft either End 
of the Cut (i:hrough which the Water falls) is 
two Feet and a half above,the Surface; but as it 
is made with a Sloap, the Length bf the Sloap is 
three Feet and a half, the interior Side is more 
than two Feet perpendicular, then with a Sioap; 
which on account of the Ice, I could not mea­
fure. Where the Form of the Dam is circular, the 
Top of the Dam is in that Part about three Feet 
and a half broad~ with a Sloap inward. 

There is no lefs Regularity obferved in getting 
ihis Earth from the Infide, than in the reft of 
their Workmilnibip; at either End of the Dam; 
the Earth is taken up within aFoot of fuch End; 
as the Dam widens and heightens, they go further 
for the Earth, and where the Dam turned off, or 
at the End of riine Feet, they had gone five Feet 
to fetch the Earth; and, to form that Part of the 
Dam where the Cut was~ they had gone four 
hnd twenty Feet to fetch the Earth, as nearlY' 
iOppofite to it as the Creek would let them· in 
taking up this Earth, they did not work le~el: 
At the Part next the Dam; they took moft and 
deep~ft; ,and next to that lefs; and fd leffened in . 
~he Depth in Proportion as they proceeded; that 
which they took up, at the extreme Parts from 
'which they fetched it; was only thick Swad.e or 

TurC 
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Turf. The Space from which they fo take it is September. 
circular, and, from the Manner of their taking it 
up, lies with a Declivity towards the Dam. 
By taking the Earth up after this Manner on the 
Infide, at the fame Time they are building 
their Dam~ they are at Work On their Refervoir 
behind it. 

When they begin to make the!r Dam, td 
which, as already mentioned, they take up the 
Earth from the Infide the Dam, they do not 
even at the Beginning or Surface work directly 
down; but flopingly; which makes the Sloap 
of the interior Side of the Dam; and, taking the 
moil: Earth up clofe to the lnfide of the Dam to 
lay on the Surface; the Palt they take this 
Earth from becomes the lower Part of the Dam; 
and fo the lower Part of the Dam is folid Earth. 
not to be hurt by any Flood, and the upper Part 
bf the Dam which is the Soil, mixed with Stones, 
and fmall Sticks of Poplar, about three Finger~ 
thick, the Sticks laid flat~ and others fiick ob­
Iiquely, and all covered on the Outllde with Turf~ 
or Sad, upon which there growsGrafs, can be only 
overturned or damaged by the Flood; and, if 
this happens, there will yet be the lower Part of 
the Dam that will prevent the Water from run~ 

l1ing intirely out. 

The fetond Dam; or that nearer the HoMe, 
IS made after the fame Manner of the firfi juft 
ljefcribed· but is of greater Width; being eighty· 

). f(l"i 
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September~ four Feet. The moft obfervable Difference is 

the Variety of their Shape, this approaching 
nea~er to a ihaight Line, than the firfr Dam, 
and therefore the Water fpread s more behind this 
fecond Dam, than behind the firfr; but the firfr, 
being more circular, colleCts the Water more to 
a Head, and by the Cut, as was obfervable, there 
was a freer Pafo for the Water, than by the Cut 
of the [econd, tho' that was more open, being 
damaged, and in fome Part broken down; fo 
that the fecond Dam cannot overflow the firfr, 
as the firfr draws the Water from the fecond, in 
more or lefs Proportion as the firfr can vent it. 

The Beaver Houfe is about a quarter of a 
Mile beyond the fecond Dam, fa fituated as to 
be furrounded about three Parts with Water, the 
other Part joined to the Land; it is round with 
an oval Dome at the Top; the Heighth above 
the Surface of the Water is eight Feet, about 
forty Feet in Diameter, and in Circumference 
about an hundred and twenty; and this Propor­
tion here between a Diameter and a Circle, how 
particular foever it may feem, was found to be 
FaCt, after repeated Meafurings made on the Ice 
before the Snow was of any Thicknefs. The Part 
which adjoins to the Bank is not made out of 
the Bank. but of the fame Materials as the reft ; 
the Bottom Part of the Houfe is Earth or Soil, 
with Pieces. of Wood laid in it, of about three 
Inches Circumference; then a Parcel of Poplal" 
Sticks which are laid with O;le End in the Houfe" 

wd 
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and the other (lanting a long Way under Water, September. 

then a Layer of Earth, or Soil again; then Pop-
lar Sticks and thefe Layers of Earth, and the Pop-
lar Sticks do not exceed eighteen Inches in Height; 
and, quite from them to the Summit of the Houfe, 
there are Soil Stones and fmall Sticks all artfully 
put together as in the upper Part of the Dams, 
and the whole covered with Sods, long Grafs 
growing thereon, and on the upper Part Wil-
lows. The largeft Wood I faw ufed about the 
Houfe was two Pieces of Poplar, which was 
near the Top, with their largeft End out; the 
one three Inches, the other two Inches Diameter; 
what their Length was I could not judge, by 

. reafon they were within the Houfe. All the reft 
was fmall Stuff, not above two or three Fingers 
thick. The Houfe is built that the outermoft 
Part of it doth not frand further out into the 
Creek than the Edge of the Shore, but what 
brings the Water fo much round it (except the 
Creek in Front) is that the Houfe, being built 
of the Earth or Soil clofe to where it frands, the 
taking that Soil hath made two Trenches, one on 
each Side, which are in the broad eft Part nine 
Feet, narrowing as they approach the Bank, and 
eighteen Feet long, receiving the Water of the 
Creek; having feemingly a Depth of Water at 
their Entrance, but fhallowing towards the Bank. 
The Creek, at the Front of the Houfe, is fix 
and thirty Feet broad, feemingly deep, and con­
tinues deep, though narrower, to the Dam, and, 

betwe~n 
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~eptembeT. between the fecond Dam and the firft, the Watet: 

is much fhallower, tho' deeper in fome Parts 
than others; and the Creek again narrower, but 
in no Part lefs than from fourteen tp eight~en Fee~ 

broad, moftly above twenty; the Houfe is tight 
and hard PUt together, requiring an Ax to b\l~a~ 
jl1to it, and, when the FrQft is fet in, almoft im­
penetrable. 

From the Houfe there were feveral Paths into 
the Wood, the Track of which much refembles 
that of a common Foot-path, the Ufe of which 
Path is to draw down out of the Wood the 
Sticks or Trees which they have ~here got, either 
for Food or Building; and they bite 9ff all the 
Twigs, or Pieces of Willow and Poplar which 
grow a-crofs, or in the Way. to make a free 
Paifage~ . 

The third and laft Dam is about three hun­
dred Yards beyond the Houfe, but the Creek i& 
loft in a Swamp within about fifty Yards of the 
Houfe, fo that the Water of this Creek is nQ 
more than the Draining of thefe Swamps, and of 
the Land near to it? penned up by the Dams, 
beyond the Houfe; before you come at the 
Swamp, the Land on each Side the Cree~ falls 
low; there is no more Pine-Wood, only Poplar­
!3rufh; ~nd the Land here defcends towards the 
great River, which is about half a Mile off; be~ 
yond the Swamp a Parcel of Water, then ~ 

~wamp again for fome Length, beyond that a 
narrow 
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narrow Channel for upwards of an hundred Y ards, Septernber~ 
much like a common Ditch, but deep, which, as 
the Land declines, would empty itfelf into the 
great River~ but it is the third Dam which 
runs athwart here that cau[es this ColleC1ion of 
Water, and, is a Prevention of the Water 
running off, altering its Courfe and confining it 
to fup ply the Vent of the Dams on the other 
Side the Houfe, and the Pieces of Swamp be-
tween this Channel and the Creek-head, keep 
the Water as it drains through them, from going 
down fafter, than the Dams which are below the 
Houfe demand it. 

This third and Iaft Dam much different 
from the other, is made on even Ground; it is 
in a direCt Line for twelve Feet; on that Part next 
the great River, or on the Outtide; from the 
Houfe the perpendicular Height is two Feet~ 
Sloap three Feet, four Feet broad on the Top, 
which !lants towards the great River; the Infide 
is three Feet perpendicular, Sloap five Feet; the 
Earth from which it is made is fetched from the 
Infide, as is done at the other Dams, but the 
further Parts from which it is fetched, not above 
twelve Feet diftant; and at the Place from wb.ich 
it is fetched there is deep Water; to the right 
of this Part of the Dam twelve Feet long, the 
Dam is continued about ten Yards, and to the 
left which is a lower Part thirty; but the Dam 
falls foon to aFoot and a half, a.Fooe in Height, 
and fo lefs, and then no better than a Plough-

U Ridge: 
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September. Ridge: This Dam hath no Cut on the Top of 

it, as the others, to let the Water off. 

This Houfe was faid to have no Beavers in it, 
by Reafon they had been difrurbed; for, when 
once Beavers are difturbed, they immediately 
quit that Habitation. The Indians know in the 
Summer Seafon, whether the Beavers inhabit a 
Haufe dr not, by looking on the Stems of the 
Poplar, the upper Part, or Branches of which 
have been bit off, and feeing whether the Marks 
of their Teeth are frefh or not; for it is with their 
fore Teeth, which are ibaped like thofe of a Ra­
bit, that they cut down all their Wood, and the 
Pieces, where cut, look as if they had been cut 
by a Cooper's Gouge: If the Marks are frefh. 
they then know that the Houfe is not forfaken. 
The Indians alfo know by the Mark which their 
Teeth leave, what kind of Beavers there are in 
fuch Houfe, their Age and Number; at a Birth, 
they have from two to five, and not more, and 
breed Annually. 

The Indians fometimes fhoot them, which they 
do by getting to the Leeward of the Beavers; and 
they mllfr make Ufe of fome Dexterity, for the 
Beaver is an extreme fuy Animal, fuarp at Hear­
ing, and of a quick Scent; and the Opportu­
nities they have of fhooting them is at fuch Times 
as the Beavers are at VV' ork, or when Afhore to 
feed on the Poplar. They work in the Morning 
;md Evening, when every Thing is quiet; while 

at 
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at Work they will ftop all of a Sudden, and 'iften Sep:ember. 

if they. can hear any Thing, and if they do, jump 
into tlie Water immediately, continue in the Wa-
ter a 'Time, and then rife at a large Diftance from 
where they are at firft feen. They are fometimes 
taken by Traps, which is a very ilmple Contrie 
vance; the Bait is Poplar-Sticks, laid in a Path, 
and near to the Water; which, if the Beaver be-
gin to feed on, then a large Log of Wood falls 
on their Necks. At the fetting of thefe 
Traps, the Indians firft wafh their Hands, and 
ufe all pollible Means that the Poplar, with which 
they fet thefe Traps, fhall not fmel! of their 
Hands, for then the Beaver would not come near 
it. This is the Way of getting them moft ufed, 
it being eailer than that of fhooting them; the 
Gun being apt to tear the Skin, and make it the 
lefs valuable. 

The Beaver comes not upon the Land in the 
Winter, but then they attack him in his Houfe, 
and his Skin is reckoned in the higheft Perfection 
about Chrijlmas. To take the Beaver in \Villter, 
they break the Ice at a Diftance from the Houfe 
in two Places, the one behind the other, and in 
both Places from the Shore (the Houfe ftanding 
ufually two Thirds in Water,) on one Side the 
Houfe, to the Shore on the other Side of it; that 
is before the Front of the Haufe, from Shore to , 
Shore: Then they take away the .broken Ice 
with a Kind of a Racket, for otherwife that loofe 
Ice would hinder them from feeing where to place 

U 2 their 



A V 0 Y AGE fir the 
~jltCmlm. their Stakes, which. they do at both Places where 

they have fo broke the Ice, as alfo a Net at each 
Place. The Nets are of a large Mafh, and fome­
times eight or ten Fathom in Length, either made 
of Twine, bought at the Factories, or of Deer­
Skin, cut into Thongs; and with thefe Stakes and 
Nets the Houfe is inclofed, and the Beaver cannot 
efcape by Water. When the Nets and Stakes are 
fixed, they then go to breaking up the Houfe, and 
when broke up, turn in their Dog; the Beaver 
frightened, immediately quits the Haufe, the En­
trance to which is al ways by a Hole from the Wa­
ter' never by the Land-way. The Beaver taking 
the Water, is deceived by the Mafhes of the Net 
and is"foon intangled in it ; and as foon as intangled: 
give Notice by ringing a Bell, which is affixed at 
the Top of the Net. The indians, who are not 
Maf!:ers of a Bell, watch if the Water rifes, and if 
it does, they immediately up with the Net. If 
they have fucceeded, they are as expeditious as 
pollible in getting out the Beaver, and in putting 
down the Net again. Sometimes the Beaver will 
return, when they find they cannot get further 
than the Net, to the Haufe, and there be taken. 
and knocked on the Head; firf!: making a great 
Moan, which according to common Report, and 
of thofe who have told me they have feen it (but 
how far to be credited I will not fay) was much 
like the Moan of a Human, fitting on their hinder 
Parts, rubbing their fore Paws together3 and 
Tears running from their Eyes. 

When 
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When they take a Haufe of them, they' gene- September 
rally leave two to breed. The Beaver is a valu-
able Booty to the Indian, both as it is excellent 
Food, and alfo as it affords him the beft of his 
Cloathing ; and as it is a Commodity for him be-
fides to trade with. The Indians make Vfe 
of the Teeth of Beavers [0 fharpen their Knives, 
or any other iron Tools. 

Befides this Beaver-Haufe mentioned, there is 
another, larger, which is built in a hollow Way, 
through which there is a fmall Cut or Channel of 
Water; at the Foot of this Cut ftands the Haufe, 
but the Foundation of this is all much higher 
Ground than that of the other Haufe, though this 
HOllfe is of the fame Shape with the other. Be­
low the Haufe there is a broad Place, Ollt of which 
they feem to have taken the Earth, of which they 
made a Dam, fix Feet perpendicular in Height, 
in Form much after thofe mr:lltiooed ; bllt it be­
ing in the Midfr of Winter when I firft heard of 
this Haufe, and the Snow then on the Ground, 
I could not take the Dimenfions. The Spot from 
which they took the Earth feemed to form a lflrge 
Pond, and as if the Water at fame Times rofe 
very high in it ; and which I take to be the Rea­
fan of the Haufe being built on fa high a Foun­
dation. Between this Dam and the River was half 
a Mile, and in that Space there were two more 
Da.ms, but both of them as large as the firft. The 
Material~ of thefe: Dams were the fame as thofe of 

Beaver, 
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September, Beaver Creek, of Stones, Poplar-Sticks, and 
Earth, mixed together, and plaiftered or covered 
with 'a!. Kind of Marle, as I perceived by one of 
them, after clearing away the Snow. There was 
a Dam aleo crofs the narrow Cut above the Houfe, 
but in Ruins; for this Haufe, as well as that at 
Beaver Creek, was uninhabited. 

As to the Infide of thefe Houfes, I cannot fay 
any Thing as to my own Knowledge, by Reafon 
I had no Opportunity of feeing them, or getting 
them broke into. By the beft Information I could 
get from thofe who have feen the Infide of Beaver­
Houfes, I find that the common received Opinion 
of their building feveral Stories in them, one a­
bove the other, is quite fiCtitious; they re­
port that the Floor is high, fo as when you are 
in, it much refembles an Oven; that the Beavers 
have one Spot near the Water's Edge, where they 
lie upon dry Grafs, ready to dive into the Water 
on hearing a N oife. In another Part there is the 
Poplar (which they provide in the Summer againft 
the Winter) the greater Length of which lies out 
of the Haufe in the Water, which they pull in as 
they want it. In another Part is their Dung, or 
Soil, which they are under a N eceffity of laying 
there; for if they voided it in the Water, and efpe­
cially in frofty Weather, their Entrance would fOOD 

be choaked up. '. 

What the Beaver feeds on is only the Bark and 
Rhind of the Poplar, not the yv ood ; they alfQ feed 

on 
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on a Weed which grows at the Bottom of the September. 

Water. They are in themfelves far from defpi-
cable Meat; as to its Appearance, it is like Mut-
ton, but, as to the Tail:e, it hath a great Refem-
blance of Pork. It is a il:rong Meat, and very 
fatiating. The moil: delicate Part is the Tail; the 
Meat of it is much different from that of the 
Body, being a Lump of hard Fat and Sinews. 

The Beavers are remarkably affectionate the 
one to the other. Two of them were catched 
when about fix Weeks old, and brought alive to 
one of the Hudfon's Bay Factories, where they 
were preferved by Pieces of Poplar put in Water, 
and a Place made for them to lodge in; they 
throve for near two Months, when one Night one 
of them, by a Fall from the Parapet at the Top 
of the Factory, was killed; the other was~ per­
ceived the next Day to moan, to eat nothing, and 
fo he continued to do for four Days, and then 

died. 

We have mentioned the Number of white: 
Whales feen off the Entrance of Hays's River, 
which were then thought to be a Sign that the 
Winter was not fo near as expected; and, until 
the fecond of September, we had clear, warm, 
beautiful Weather, two Days fogether, like to 
which we had not feen .fince leaving the Orkneys, 
fucb Weather as is unufual at thi~ Time of the 
'Year in thefe I\lrts. The Factory-People tole!. 
us, it was the only warm' and pleafant Weather 

- that 
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September. that they had enjoyed this Year, having had, in 
the Summer ~arter. very indifferent Weather. 
and, before that, a late and bad Spring. They 
alfiJjudged, though the Geefe came in Plenty from 
the Northward, or N orth-W eil:ward, that we 
fuould not have Winter yet, though this was the 
ufual Time in moil: Years for the Winter's fetting 
in; and their Reafon was, becaufe the young 
Geefe could butjuil: fly, and were very thin. 

On the fecond of September we had an Altera­
tion of the Weather, the calm and moderate 
changing to windy Weather, and the warm 
Weather changing to Chill, and,;- in a few Days, 
to Cold, with Froil: on fome Nights, hard Gales 
of Wind, and cloudy Weather, with Rain, which 
was the Kind of Weather that lail:ed to the twelfth. 
The thirteenth and fourteenth of September were 
windy, with Falls of Sleet; and on thefe two 
Days faw many Geefe; the Shore of Hays's Ri­
ver, South-Eail: from the FaCtory, appearing 
white with their Numbers; which, on, the fif­
teenth, it being cloudy Weather, with a frefh Wind 
W eil:erly, flew very. high, and took away to the 
Southward, accompanied with a great Number 
of Ducks and Plover. 

The fixteenth we had our firil: Snow; the fe­
venteenth Wind, with Rain and Sleet; the eight­
eenth Snow again, and, on the nineteenth, the 
Froil: was fa advanced, that wet Linnen, hung out, 
immediately froze; but, on the twentieth, it was 

open 
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open funfuiny Weather, and lefs cold. On the September, 

twenty-firft there was a thick wetting Fog all Day; 
the twenty-fecond thick and hazy; the twenry-
third a dark dull Day; the twenty-fourth thick 
Weather, with Mining in the Morning, the reft 
of the Day dark and dull, with fome Rain at 
Noon, very cold. On the twenty- fifth there 
was a hard Froft, a clear Day, with Sun-fhine ; 
in the Afternoon the vVeather no Way cold, nor 
any Froft at Night; and fuch vVeather continued 
to the twenty-ninth. So, from the fecond to the 
twenty-ninth, we had Weather much refembling 
the Winter Weather in England, not only in be-
ing as cold fome Days as it is at any Time in 
Winter in England, but in the Weather being 
equally inconftant and variable with what it is 

there. 

On the twenty-ninth the Wind, which had 
been for fome Days moderate, frefhened, and 
blowed hard; a great N oife of Geefe in the Morn­
ing, before Day-Light and after, and feveral 
Flights of feventy or eighty p:tfs. The Sun, 
which fuone out pleafantly in the Morning, was 
foon veiled with a thick Haze, and there conti­
nued falling all Day a fmall Rain, making it raw 
and unpleafant: Towards Night it grew very 
cold; it fnowed all Night, and froze very hard; 
the fame on the next day; and the Froil now fet 

in to be continual. 

x The 
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O:tob~r. The Weather, now grown to be very cold, be-
gan to be morefettled. Between the firft and the 
the thirteenth of OOober there were,. at Times, 
Falls of Snow, otherwife fine clear Weather, with 
Sunfhine ; but, on the thirteenth, there was Rain, 
with which it grew much warmer; but, on the 
next Morning, the fourteenth, the Wind then 
changing from the South to N orth-Weft, it 
grew-again very cold, and the Froft very 1harp. 

The Ships Boats had a free Paffage backward 
and forward to the FaCtory, no longer than the 
fifth of O£lober. Upon the third, as it had done 
Days before, the Tide brought a great Quantity 
of thin skim Ice into the Creek, Part of which it 
left on the Banks; fo on the fourth; and the 
fifth the Entrance of the Creek was fo full of Ice 
upon the Flood, that the Long-Boat of the Cali­
fornia, and the Pinnace, with great Difficulty 
pufhed through, nor could they for fome Time 
get to the Shore, the People being firft taken out 
in the Small-Boat, very cold, and fome of their 
Jackets almoft covered with Ice, the Spray of 
the Water being froze on them. Upon rhe 
feventh there was a ~antity of Ice on the 
Shores of the great River, and the Channels upon 
the Flood were filled with fiufh Ice. By the ninth 
the Creek was froze over from Side to Side, and 
could be walked upon, the Shoals as well as the 
Shores of the great River, as far down as the 
FaCtory, had now Ice upon them, the Ice ex:-

tending 
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tending itfelf fomeway into the Channels:. but oaober. 
the Channels were yet open. 

After the thirteenth of October we neither heard 
nor faw any more Geefe during the Winter, tho', 
it is u[ual for fome few of them to fray as long as 
there are any Waters open, the Want of which is 
a fufficient Reafon,for their not continuing in thefe 
Parts; to which may be added another, which is, 
their not beingfufficiently provided with Feathers 
to preferve them againft the Severity of the Sea­
fon; for all the Birds which remain in thefe 
Parts are extraordinarily provided by Nature for 
that Purpofe, except the Raven. Amongft 
thefe Birds, none are a more remarkable Inftance 
of this than the Partridge, which, in Summer, 
are brown, much the Colour of an Englijh Par­
tridge. Thofe brown Feathers they moult as 
the Winter comes on, and have, in their Stead, 
white Feathers, excepting the larger Tail-Fea­
thers, which are tipped with black. The white 
Feathers (excepting the Pinion Feathers, and the 
large Feathers of the Tail) are double, or lined, 
every ~ill producing two or double Feathers, 
one growing within the other; the inner one lefs 
than the outer, and more foft and downy. Thus 
in Winter they have double the Number of fmall 
Feathers to what they have in Summer. They 
moult thefe white Feathers in Spring, and re­
affume their brown Feathers (which then are only 
one to a ~ill) againft the Summer Scafon. 

X 2 The 
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caober. The Partridge is not unlike to thofe in Eng-

land, as to the Shape of the Head, but their 
Beaks are rather more fnubbed and ihort. Over 
their Eyes they have fmall red Combs; in the 
Make of their Body like a Pidgeon, but much 
larger; their Legs are muffied; they feed when 
the Snow is on the Ground, on the [mall Twigs 
and Buds of Poplar, of which you will find their 
Craws full, having Gravel amongft it. They 
run much as Englifo Partridge do, and, like them, 
flock together, but this only during the Winter 
Seafon; and it is their Similitude to the EngliJh 
Partridge, in thefe two refpects, that gave them 
their Name. Moft of the Partridge were this 
Year intirely white by the thirteenth of October; 
there were few or none of them which had not 
moulted their brown Feathers by that Time. 

As the Birds are provided for again ft. the Se­
verity of the Seafon, [0 are the Beaft; which is 
evidenced in the Skins of thofe Beafts, which are 
killed in Winter being only of Value, and what 
we call Firs; the Skin of thofe Beafts which are 
killed in Summer being of little Value, and ne­
ver traded for. The Rabbits are provided by 
Nature with a warmer Coat than what they have 
in Summer, having in Summer only a ihort ihag 
Fir, of a brownifh Colour, which they do po~ 
fhed; but on the Approach of Winter it fhoots 
out into a long Hair, turning white. When the 
Rabbits are intirely changed, fa as on looking 
amongft the Hair you do not fee it brown 

at 
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at the Root, or half Way up, they are then in Oaober. 

high Seafon for Eating. In their Skins they ap-
pear much larger than our EngliJh Rabbits, but, 
when fkinned are not fo; they have the Refem-
blance both of the Rabbit and Hare; their Head 
and their Ears are like to the Rabbit; in their 
Body and Feet they moft refemble the Hare. 

Upon the Fifteenth we had a Fall of fmall 
dufty Snow, from Six to Eleven, with a !harp 
Air; which was the firft Snow that continued or 
laid on the Ground, and did not melt as all the 
former Snows had done. The People were now 
forced to wear Mittins; for, if their Hands were 
bare, the Froft would immediately feize them. 
Theyalfo found it neceffary to wear more Cloath­
ing. All Iron touched ftuck to the Fingers. 
Water ex,Pofed in the open Air immediately 
froze; and Beer carried in a Cafk, between the 
Houfe and the Ship (though not Half a Mile) 
would have a Quantity of lee amongft it. On 
the Eighteenth, at Night, was the laft Rain we 
had d~rillg the Winter. 

Between the fifteenth and thirtieth of O[lober, 

it was much the fame, as to Cold; fomltimes 
warmer than the other, as the Wind was N orth­
erly or Southerly; the Northerly, and efpecially 
N orth-Wefterly Winds producing the coldeft 
Weather; frequent Falls of fmall dufty Snow; 
but at other Times clear Weather. 

Several 



OCtober. Several of the Seamen were about this Time 
taken ill; fome while at Work in the Woods; 
others aboard the Ship, upon their Return from 
Work. When they came near to the Fire they 
were feized with a Shivering, and Sicknefs at the 
Stomach, like the Attack of an Ague Fit, and 
were very faint. The Night after, they would 
be reftlefs; on the next Day complained either 
of Pains in their Heads or Backs, but never, at 
the fame Time, of both. They were very low­
fpirited'; on the fucceeding Night would fieep 
better than on the former; their Pain was lefs 
on the next Day, and Spirits better, but with 
very little Appetite. The third Night they 
would reft tolerably; and on the following Day 
would be in a manner well, and free from Pail1. 
On the fourth or fifth Day would be able to return 
to their Bufinefs. All the Remedies made ufe 
of, were, either bleeding the Day the Perf on was 
taken, or, on the next Day; and fomething given 
to Sweat; but I could never hear that this man­
ner of treating the Diftemper had any fenfible 
Effect. 

Novemb. November the firft being cloudy, with fmall 
Snow, and a frefh Wind at N. E. the Cold in­
creafed; and the next Day, the Wind at N. W. 
began to be extreme, or very intenfe ; and the 
Captain, with the Officers and Seamen, being 
frill on board the Ship, could not be warm, not 
even in the Cabbiq, though a great Fire was con-

. ~inl.lally 
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tinualIy kept, and Blankets nailed over the Win- Novemb. 

dows. If any Water poured out of one Veffel 
into another, fell aude, it immediately froze. 
Brandy was congealed fo as to look like Oil. 
Port Wine froze folid. Liquor, one third Bran-
dy, froze folid. Excepting what contained in a 
fmall Cavity, in the Middle, both of the Wine 
and the Bombo, what remained unfroze in fuch 
Cavities was extremely {hong. All within Side 
the Ship, the Ceilings, and the Bolt-heads, ex-
cepting in the Cabbin or the Galley, were thick 
covered with a white Rind. Upon Waking in 
the Morning the Blankets would have Icicles up-
on them near to the Mouth, proceeding from 
the Freezing of the Breath. When we went 
Abroad, the Eye-Iafhes, the Dropping of the 
Nofe, and the Sweat aude the Wigs, froze. In 
Cutting of the Ice with an Axe, to get at the 
Water, the Bits of Ice which would fly up, or 
the Sprinkling of the Water, would immediate-
ly freeze, and frick to the Face or Cloaths. The 
Fingers could not be expofed a Trifle of Time, 
without Freezing; and you were conllantly oblig-
ed, every Quarter of an Hour, or oftener, to rub 
your Face, to prevent the N ofe or the Cheeks 
Freezing. So that we were now advanced to as 
fevere Weather, with Refpect to Cold, as the 
Winter would admit of; and which lafred un-
til the Tenth, but then grew more moderate. 
The Commanders, and the People, were by that 
Time removed from the Ships to the Houfe, allli 
the Tents. 

It 
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Novemb. It held moderate until the Twentieth, and, as 
was ufual in the more moderate Weather, c1ofe; 
but lefs Snow fell now than before; and from 
the Twentieth to the Thirtieth, which was moft­
ly !harp Weather, clear, with Sun-fbine, there 
were but two Falls of Snow for thofe ten Days, 
and little Wind during the whole Month. 

For feveral Days, at the latter End of the 
Month, a Rhime fell like fmall Needles of Snow, 
which would fbew themfelves glifl:ering in the 
Sun; never ftuck to the Cloaths to wet them, 
and were not to be feen of a cloudy Day. The 
Change, from intenfe to more moderate Wea­
ther' is ufually the EffeCt of the Winds. The 
Southern Winds abate the intenfe Cold; but at 
the fame Time change the ferene Sky (the ufilal 
Confequence of North and North-Weft Winds) 
to clofe and cloudy, with an Alteration, with 
refpeCt to the Froft, fo as to make it more or 
lefs; but not fo far as to caufe the Ie aft Thaw. 
The Earth is every-where dry and hard; the 
Waters covered with Ice, the Snow fieety as 
Duft, hangs in Clods on the Trees ; and alfo co­
vers both Earth and Ice. 

Between the thirteenth and nineteenth of OBo­
ber a great ~antity of Vir ater came into the Ri­
ver ; and the Ice in the Creek, the Nineteenth, 
was very much broke up. A Boat came from 
the Factory; and Capt. Moor fent his Jolliboat, 

though 
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though with fome Hazard, down to the Factory; Novemb. 

which returned upon the Twentieth. Upon the 
Twenty-ninth the River was fuppofed to be paf-
fable, being fixed Ice from Side to Side, even 
below the Factory; but on Trials made in the 
Channel, the Ice was yet tender. On the fifth 
of November was pafTed over; but at the fame 
Time was open a Mile and a Half below the 
Factory, 'the Width of the Channel, with Ice on 
the Shores and the Flats ; but on the fourth of 
December it was faft from Side to Side, as low 
as the North Point of the Ifland, from the Shore 
of the Main to the Shore of the Ifland. It was 
froze but a League farther into the Rly all Win-
ter, between the Shoals that are to ;..,; orthward 
of the Wand, and the Eaft Shore. . And this 
Difference of the Time, as to the Freezing over, 
above, and below the Factory, and more towards 
the Sea, is not to be attributed to the W cather 
being feverer at the Time it is froze u\'cr, than 
it was before, when the Parts above the Factory 
were froze; and it is attibutablc to no other Cluie 
than to the Rapidity of the Tides bti!lg much 
greater below the Factory, and towards the Bay, 
than what they are above the Factory. The firft 
Ice which is generated, is generated LIp the River 
where the Tides are leis. Whm the Tides are 
on the Rife they lift the Ice; fo the Ice, being 
loofened, comes down with the Ebb. The next 
Flood takes it back again; but not fo far as to 
the Place where it was broken from; and there 
cafts it on the Shores of the River and the Creeks, 

y and 
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N(lvemb. and on the Shoals where it incorporates. By 
thefe Means the fid! Ice comes into the lower 
Part of the River, laying the Foundation for the 
River, being froze over. 

The intenfe cold Weather did not come on 
this Year fooner than common. The Beginning 
of Novembel' is ufually the Time that the FaCtory 
People have their \Vinrer-Cloathing delivered 
them; which conilil: of Coats of Beaver-frins 
fewed together, fhaped much like a Great-Coat, 
but no Seams at the Sides or Back. Thefe Coats 
they gather up round with a Belt, and with 
Thongs tie them clofe over the Breaft. They 
have large Mittins of Beaver-ikins, that hang be­
fore them by a String, which goes round their 
Shoulders, that they may have their Hands at 
Liberty, to take in or out, as any OccaGon may 
require; viz. To charge and fire their Guns, or 
fet their Traps. They have Caps, the Crown 
of which is of Cloth, the Flaps of which reach 
down to the Shoulders, and blltton clofe under 
the Chin, are of Bever-ikin; and thofe who do 
not ufe Caps, have Martin or Cat-frin Wigs. 
Some, in moil: exceffive Weather. will wear 
Pieces of Beaver-ikin over the Face, as high as . 
to the. Eyes. On their Legs alJd Feet, have 
three Pair of Woollen Socks; one juil: comes to 
the Inltep, the other to the Anele, and the third, 
two Flaps of the Sock, almoil: a,ll the Way up 
the Leg. Over thefe Socks they wear a Shoe 
made of Moufe or Deer-fkin, of the Indians 

dreffing;lI. 
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dreiling, foft and pliable, much like to Wafh- Novemb. 

Leather (for if the Feet are any Way confined 
they immediately freeze); thefe Shoes are with-
out Heels. They have a Stocking of \Voollen 
Cloth, which reaches to their Shoe; and, by 
Strings on each Side, they tie the Stocking to the 
Shoe, fo as nothing can get in between. The 
Stocking is made like a Spatterdaih, only hangs 
loofe about the Aneles, not fitting elole as a 
Spatterdafh does; for, being loofe, the Snow 
1hakes off the eauer; and if elOle, the Snow ly-
ing there muft freeze the Leg. The Stockings 
;Jre not buttoned as a Sparterdafh, but fewed up 
on the Side; and beyond the Seam there is left 
a Flap all the Way down, which protetts the 
~eam from the Snow. The Stockings reach up 
to the Crutch; but are gartered under the Knee, 
generally with Garters which are mJde by the 
Indians, of Porcupine Ql,li]\s, coloureel, and hav-

ing Strips of Leather at the End. Every Factory 
Man hJth his Gun; a Pouch on one Side, a 
Powder-horn on the other. To their Eel" with 
which they tie up their Coats, they h,lVe a BJg 
hanging behind them, which they call a Skipper 
'Ioakin, containillg a wooden Tinder-Box, a Flint, 
and a Steel. This Bag is fometimes made uf 
Cloth, at other Times of Leather, fame orna-
mented, by the Indians, with Brafs-work (the 
Brafs, the Remains of their old Kettles) and 
others with Beads. It is .llfual alro to carry a 
[mall Hatchet at their Belt, thJt in cafe of lof-
Jng their Way they can cut down \Y ood, :InJ' 

Y 2 Guild 
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Novemb. build a Barricado, or a thick Hedge of Pine, to 

cover them from the Wind; and with a good 
Fire before them, as there is no Thaw or Moi~ 
fture, there is not any thing to be feared as to 
Catching of Cold, nor as to Freezing, from the 
intenfe Cold that the Fire proteCts them from. 
By thefe Means can ftay all Night without Harm, 
and comfortably, if they have any Game in their 
Bag, which hangs upon their Shoulders by a Strap 
of Leather, that comes before them a-crofs 
their Breafts, and is ufually called their Partridge 
Bag. Beudes, if any Perf on finds any Part of 
him freezing, it is cuftomary, immediately, if 
not near a Tent, to make a Fire, and fet him­
felf down, with that Part which is fo freezing 
from the Fire, and ufe ftrong FriCtion. So you 
do in cafe you find your Cheeks, N ofe, or any 
Part of your Face, tingling, you immediately 
turn with your Backs to the Wind, rub the Part 
ftoutly, and the Freezing may be prevented. 
The Hatchets are alfo ufeful to them for Repair~ 
ing their Traps, and on feveral Occafions. 

From the U[e of [0 warm a Drefs, it may be 
rafily imagined, that the Weather is very fevere, 
yet it is not fo fevere that there is no Subfifting 
without fuch a Dre[s; fome of the FaCtory Ser­
vants themfelves only wear Coats made of Lea~ 
ther, or Moufe-Skin, dreffed by the Indians, 
which are loofe and long, fomething like a Ba~ 
nyan. Blankets, and even a good great Coat, win 
{]o as to the Body; the principal Care required 

being 
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being as' to the extreme Parts, as to the Feet and Novemb. 

Legs, Arms and Hands, thefe muft be fecured, 
as alfo the Head, and thefe Parts the Indians 
take principal Care of, both as to themfelves and 
their Children. 

This Method of providing by the Factory 
People was a Pattern for the Ship's People to do 
the fame; fome of the Officers had provided 
themfelves with Beaver Coats, which are called 
'Iockies. Before they fet out from the Orknyu 
the Governor of York Fort, fent each Ship a 
Number of Tockies for the Winter, both for 
the Vfe of the Common Men, as well as of 
the Officers of both Ships, who were not fupplied; 
and prefened all the Officers with Beaver-Skin 
Mittens, and Skins for Caps; he alfo fupplied 
both Ship's Companies with Leather for Shoes. 
They were fupplied with Socks and Stockings 
out of the Ship'S Stores. 

Many of the Men by a former Acquaintance, 
or one newly contraCted, with the Servants of 
the Factory, got Beaver Mittens and Caps; 
others Leather Mittens which they lined with 
Woollen; or made them Woollen Mittens, wear­
ing alfo on their Hands two pair of knit Mittens. 
They provided themfelves fo well, that no ma­
terial Accident as to Freezing happened to any 
one; the moft Material was a Finger of one' of 
the Seamen was froze, and the Heel of another, 
both which were cllred; but as to the others, 

they 
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Novemb, they only got the Tip of their Fingers bliftetecl f 

or their Cheeks, or their N ofe, which prefently 
difappeared, leaving the Part very tender. 

What was the greateft Inconvenience, was the 
Want of Snow-Shoes, which they had but a few 
Pair of," and without which it was almoft im­
pollible for them to go out and kill Game upon 
the Creeks which were level, and where the 
Snow fell direct; the Snow was at no Time 
above a Foot thick, but on the Plains where 
there is high Grafs, and Eruili, the Snow lying 
light and hollow, upon every Step taken, you· 
fink to the Knees. Upon the Sides of Banks and 
in Places where the Snow is drifted by the Wind, 
the Snow !hall be fix or eight, in fome Places, 
fourteen Feet in Depth; and to the Windward 
it !hall be fo hard, that a Perfon may walk up it 
without making any Impre11ion, and as foon as 
be is at the Top, it will give Way and let him 
in, finding fome Difficulty to extricate himfelf 
afterwards. 

The Form of the Snow-Shoes is fomewhat 
Elliptical, not being a perfect Ellipfis; the one 
End round, and the other terminating in a Point. 
There are fome of thefe Shoes fix Feet long, or 
longer; the ufual Size of thofe ufed in the Parts 
where we were, and of thofe the People had, was 
about four Feet long, in the broadeft Part about' 
feventeen Inches; the Outfide is of the Juniper 
Tree, about the Thicknefs of an Inch, and half 

an 
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an Inch in Breadth, much refembling the Infide of Novemb. 

a Racket, and pierced through like that for paf-
flng the Gut through to make the Netting. The 
Netting that is in the Snow-Shoes, which ill 
worked in the fame manner as it is in the Racket 
(only the Maihes larger) is of Deers Sinews dried. 
To keep the Piece of Juniper which furrounds 
the Shoe more firm, and the Sides together, there 
are two Bars put a-crofs, which are moftly of 
Juniper, and which Bars divide the Shoes into 
three Copartments, that in the Middle is the 
largeil: and longeil:. There is a thick Piece of 
a dried Gut of a Deer, which runs a-crofs the 
Shoe, about four Inches from the Bar, which 
is next the round End, or fore Part of the Shoe, 
and is made fail: to fuch Bar by a Piece of dried 
Gut, which paffes behind the Bar; and, behind 
that, a kind of Lacing, not Net-work, as is in the 
reil: of the Shoe. This Lacing keeps the crofs Slip 
of dried Deer Gut at the Hated Diftance from 
the Bar, and ti'om this Slip to the other Bar, or 
that which is neareH to the narrow End, there 
is Net-work, but the Maihes are larger; and the 
Sinew the Netting is of, is thicker than what the 
Maihes and Sinew are in the other two Cop art-
ments. The Lacing which is between the Slip of 
dried Dear's Gut that goes a-crofs, and the fore-
moil: Bar, is only from each Side towards the 
Middle, about a Third, leaving an Opening in 
the Middle; and in this Part the Slip of dried 
Deers Gut is arched or circular, confined to that 
Shape by the Netting behind it, and which ex-

tends 
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Novemb. tends to the hinder Bar, this Opening is for the 
fore Part of the Foot, fo as the Toes do not 
touch the oppofite Bar, as it would bruife them, 
the other Part of the Foot is on the Netting, 
fafl:ened by two Strings or Straps of dreffed Deer 
Skin which pafs over the Toes, round the Foot 
and the Heel, tied in a Manner as to be eafily 
ihaken off, without ufing the Hands, the Shoe 
hangs principally by the Toes, and the fore Part 
of the Foot, and when the Foot is lifted up in 
walking, the Shoe hangs Harizontal, and from 
the Heel, which meets the Shoe again as the Foot 
is put down, in walking you ilioot your Foot 
forward, lifting one Shoe fo high as you may not 
ftrike the other, It caufes a very aukwa.ld Gate, 
but is prelently acquired. Thefe Shoes, as well 
as the Manner of Cloathing in Winter, is after the 
Example of the Indians, and the Shoes are made 
by the Indians for the People at the FaCtory. 
There is no pailing the Snow without fuch Shoes, 
for any length of Way, and where the Snow is 
not deep, as of about twelve or fourteen Inches 
you will not fink with them above half an Inch, 
but in the Woods and Plains, or fuch Places in 
which the Snow is deeper you will fink two or, 
three Inches. 

As there could be but few Snow-Shoes got, 
for the People, thefe they could procure were 
ailigned to thofe of every Tent that hunted, the 
People of every Tent having their feveral Pro­
vince, there being feven Perfons in a Tent (in-

cluding 
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eluding the Paetroon, or he who commands, and Novemb 

alfo a Boy) two of the People were kept to Hunt-
ing, which Term they give to going a Shooting of 
Partridge; they alfo fet upRabbits Snares. Two 
others were employed to cut and bring home 
Wood, and there Caw it, fawing as much every 
Day as would laft for Firing twenty-four Hours. 
and having always as much cut down as would 
ferve for a Fortnight's Firing, that in exceffive 
Weather they might only have it to faw. The 
Saws and Hatchets were brought with us from 
England. 

Another Part of the Bufinefs of one of them, 
belides Cutting and Sawing of Wood, was to go 
and fee what Rabbits were in the Snares, and 
new fet them; and of the other was to go 
on Meffages to the Haufe:, and fetch up Pro­
vilions on the proper Days, and keep Ice Cllt 

ready for fetching. The Place of the fifth Per­
fon was to Cook; he got the Breakfaft by Day­
light for the Hunters, then for the others; after­
wards fwept his Tent, cleaned the Things up. 
made the Cakes and baked them, Flower being 
allowed inftead of Bifcuit, the Bifcuit being pre­
ferved until the going to Sea. Dreffed the Din­
ner, the Time for which was Sun-fet, and, if any 
Game was brought Home, it was his Place to 

pick it: Twice in the Week he and the Boy 
brewed Spruce Beer, though they had no true 
Spruce nearer than twenty Milt's, but they made 

Z ufe 
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Novemb. ufe of the Tops of fmall Pine Trees. a This Beer 

was much preferable to the Water of thawed Ice. 
and it prevented the People's being Coftive, 
which was a general Complaint of every Body 
during the Winter, and for this Reafoll the Fac­
tory Servants, when they go to refide Abroad at 
a Tent, take Moloffes with them to mix with 
their'Water: The further Bufinefs of the Boy, 
befides affifting in Brewing, is to light and keep 
up the Fire, bring in the Billets, fetch Ice, 
make the Beds, and affift in any other Way he 
could. 

J uft after Sun-fet was the ufual Time that the 
Hunters repaired Home, efpecially if fuccefslefs, 
by which Time as many Billets were got into the 
Tent as would be neceffary for the Night and 
lVlorning Fire; the Tent Door was made up. 
Dinner got, afterwards a good Fire which made 
the Tent impenetrable to all Cold; and, as every 
Man was allowed half a Pint of Brandy a Day 

a To brew this Beer, the Kettle being near full of Water. 
tram the Kettle with fmall Pine; from one Experiment you 
will judge the ~antity of Pine that will bear a Proportion 
to your Water, let the Tops of the Pine be boiled in the 
Water until the Pine turns yellow, and the Bark peels, or the 
Sprigs lhip off readily on being pulled; then take off your 
Kettle, and the Pine out of the ,Vater, and to ab9uI two 
Gallons of Liquor put a quarter of a Pint of Moloff~s; hang 
your Kettle on, giving the Liquor another Boil until a Scum 
arifes; then take the Liquor off, pm it into a Cask in which 
you have before put cold Water, the ~antity of about tWO 
Callons, if H is a twelve Gallon Cask; when your Cask is 
full, then r;,ke a Gun with a fmall ~antity of Powder, and 
no Wad; fire into the Bunghole, it will fet the Liquor a 
wurking;. in abont twenty-four H.ollrs fiop the Cask down. 
and the Lf<];i.lor WIll be ready to dnnk. 

with 



DiJcovery 0/ a North-We.fl PqjJage. J.7 J[ 

with proportionable Sugar, they made Spruce Novemb. 

Beer, Flip, moil: generally, with which they 
fmoaked their Pipes, and about eight o'Clock to> 

Bed; when in Bed they could not be more fenfible 
of the Cold, than when up, having a Quantity 
of Cloaths to cover them; but notwithil:anding 
there would be Ice on the Blankets in the Morn-
ing, from the Freezing of their Breath, and 
Icicles neara Foot long, hanging down from be-
tween the Logs at the Ends of t:Je Tent, the 
fartheil: from the Fire; if there were any Water 
l~ft in the Kettles, or if a Kettle was full of 
Water, it would be froze all folid before the 
Morning, but it had not that Effect on the 
Spruce Beer, which being placed near the Fire, 
there could be no Fear as to its Freezing all Day, 
and at Night, when the Fire was out, it would 
freeze but very little. 

, The Tents had each of them three Brafs Ket­
tles, two larger, one fmaller; a Calk for their 
Beer; Bowls, Cans, and Spoons; a double Saw; 
a fingle Saw; alfo fmall Hatchets; a large Wood 
Axe; and three or four Fowling-Pieces. Once 
eTery vVeek they fetched their Provifion from 
the Haufe where the Captains refided; but were 
only allowed five Days Dinners; three of which 
were faIt Meat, two Fiih; the other two Days 
the People muil: provide for themfelves. This 
was intended to make the People exercife them­
felves in Hunting, to provide themfelves for 
thofe two Days; and that it would alfo be two 

Z 2 Days 
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Novemb. Days in' a Week for frefh Provifion ; and was a 

Saving of the other Provifion. 

The Perfon who went to the Houfe for the 
Provifion, drew it all a Sled ; of which every 
Tent had one or two. Thefe Sleds were made of 
Thtrrel-Staves, frraightened, and paired, fa as to 
be very thin. The Sleds were about thirteen or 
fourteen Feet long; and a Foot and Half broad. 
Every Length of thefe Staves were knit to ano­
ther Length by a Piece of Wood, which went a­
crofs the Ends of the two Lengths; and which 
Piece of Wood was fafl:ened both to one and the 
other, by Pegs drove through it, in two feparate 
Rows; fo that in the Drawing of the Sled, as 
the Ends of the Lengths of the Staves are not 
faftened to each other, but it is this Slip ofW ood, 
which holds them together, thefe Lengths pIa) 
and twine over rough Ice, or any U nevennefs on 
the Surface, as though they were JOInts. From 
one End of the Sled to the other (excepting the 
Front, where the Sled turns up) they were two 
Strips of Wood nailed to the Sled, near the Edge, 
on both Sides. In thefe Strips there were Holes 
made~ to pars a {mall Rope through, and fo faften 
Provilion, or whatever elfe is put on the Sled. 
The Front of the Sled turn$ up more than a 
Foot; and there are two Pieces of Rope, one 
on each Side, to keep it in that Polition. The 
Head of the Sled being thus turned up. it dif- ' 
perfes and turnS away the Snow; for if it was flat 
or 10'.'1 the Snow would obftruCl: the Sled, and 

make 
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make it bur'y itfelf. The Sled is drawn by a Novemb. 

[mall Cord, the two Ends of which are faften'd 
to the two Pieces or Strips of Wood that pafs on 
both Sides the Length of the Sled ; and the Per-
fon who draws the Sled, pailing the Rope over 
his Shoulder, and under the oppolite Arm, will 
draw the Sled over the Snow, and well loaded, 
with great Eafe. At the FaCtories they have 
large Dogs, which they make ufe of to draw 
their Sleds, having fuitable Harnefs; and aU 
the Carriage which is performed in thefe Parts, 
is either by Men or Dogs; they having no 
Horfes, or other Animals, which they can em~ 
ploy for this Purpofe. 

What thofe who go out a H(lDring principally 
kill, in the Winter, are Partridge and Rabbits. 
The Partridge they fuoot; but the other they 
moftly take by the Snare. The Partridge, as 
foon as the Winter fets in, begin to go in Flocks, 
fometimes two hundred in a Flock, which the 
Hunter endeavours to get out upon the Plains or 
the Ice; and he there keeps them conftantly on 
the Scare, by firing fmall Charges of Powder at 
them, they riling and fettling again juLt before 
him, and fo keeps following them until they are 
tired, and he hath made them as tame as Chickens; 
then he kills almoft as he pleafes. Some of the 
FaCtory Servants and Indians ufe a Whif!:le, in 
which they imitate the Hawk; and when they 
fee the Partridge are likely to take a far Flight. 

will, 
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Novemb. will, by their Whiftling, caufe the Partridge to 

pitch. 

The Partridge were in pretty great Plenty 
until the firft Week of December; and then that 
Plenty ceafed; occafioned as well. by there not 
being fo much Snow upon the Hills, as in the 
low Lands where we were; and they could there 
get to feed on the Cranberries and Dewatterber­
ries, which laft all the Winter. They alfo were 
drove from the Parts where we were, by the 
Number of People that were inceifantly after 
them, and would not give them Time to flock. 
In fevere Weather they yield no Sport, keeping 
in the Woods. The beft Time, in good Wea­
ther' is in the Mornings and Evenings; then 
they are out of the Woods, amongft the Pop­
lar upon the Bank-fides of Rivers or Creeks, or 
on the Wands. 

There are Pheafants, though but few, much 
like to our EngliJh Pheafants, which abide during 
the Winter, and are double feathered. There 
is alfo, befides thefe, white Partridge, another 
Kind, which they call a Wood Partridge, much 
like to an EngliJh Partridge in Shape, but differ­
ing in Colour, which much refembles that of a 
Guinea Hen; or is a mottled White and Grey; 
and though thefe Partridge fhift their Feathers in 
the fame Manner as the white Partridge do, hav­
ing alfo double Feathers; yet there is no Altera-

tion 
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tion as to the Colour, as is mentioned of the white Novemb. 

Partridge; nor is ther'e of the Pheafal1t, or of 
the Hawks, or Kites; all which have a Change 
of Feathers, but no Alteration as to Colour; and 
the Hawks and Kites, of which there are various 
Sorts (as well as the Pheafants) feem to be of the 
fame Species, in all other Refpects, with thofe 
Kind of Birds which we have in England. The 
Wood Partridge hath a red Comb over his Eyes; 
is often killed as he fits neeping on the Ground; 
and at other Times there is more Danger of your 
coming too near him than of the Bird's getting 
away; for often, when a Hunter lights upon one 
of thefe Partridges, he is forced to ftep fome 
Yards back, for fear his Shot 1hould tear the Bird 
to Pieces. 

The Rabbits do not burrow as in England, 
but get afide Stumps or fallen Trees; and in 
Winter fcratch Holes in the Snow. The Hun­
ter obferves their Tracks in the Snow, which they 

. make as they go out a Nights to feed ; fells fmall 
Trees with the Branches on, and lays a Tree on 
each Side the Tract, leaving juft the Width of 
the Tract open; and the Trees ftretching eight 
or ten Feet to the Right or Left, the Rabbit is 
confined, in a manner, to his Tract. The Hun­
ter fets up two Sticks a-cro[s, about five Feet i~. 
Height, which are to carry a Pole, one End at 
which is elevated, and the other made faft to a 
Brafs Snare, placed in the Opening between the 
Trees, and confined down in fuch a Manner by 

three 
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Novemb. three Sticks, and tied with fa flight a Knot, that 

as foon as the Rabbit is taken, the Snare flips, 
and up goes the Pole; and, by being thus hung 
in the Air, the Rabbit is preferved from the 
Wolves, Foxes, Cats, and leffer Vermin, pre­
fently freezes to Death, and moft commonly 
muft be brought to the Fire before the Snare can 
be got off. Where there is a great Run of Rab­
bits, there fhall be a Hedge of forty Trees in 
Length, leaving Openings where the TraCl:s are, 
and ferting up Poles. In light Nights little Suc­
cefs is to be expeCl:ed. After Snows the Snares 
are generally all to be moved, as the Rabbits will 
then have new TraCts; and fometimes the Faxes, 
by frequenting the Hedges, will drive them from 
their Haunts. It is eafier Trapping them when 
they haunt amongft the Poplar and Brufh, on 
the River or Creek Sides. Find out where the 
Erufh is thick on each Side their TraCt; and this 
you thicken by fticking Sticks in amongft it; 
then you take and bend down a Piece of the 
Poplar or Alder to your Snare, which anfwers 
the Purpofe of your Toiling-Pole; but fetting 
or rectifying of Snares is very unpleafant Work, 
as you are obliged to hold your Hands fa near the 
Snow, which will oblige you every two or. three 
Minutes, from the lntenfenefs of the Cold, to 
put your Hands in your Mittins for Warmth. 

What was killed, either of Partridge or Rab­
bits, bore no Proportion to the hundred Dozen 
which Mr. Bud/on's People killed, of Partridge; 

nor 
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nor of the eighteen hundred Dozen killed by Sir Novemb. 

'Thomas Button's People; nor had the People 
ufed all the Indunry pollible, would any thing 
like either of thofe Numbers, of both Rabbit 
and Partridge, nor of Partridge only, been kil.:. 
lcd. 

The People orily faw three Deer all the Win­
ter, none of which they killed. One of Capt. 
Moor's Ship's Comp'any killed a Porcupine, 
iliooting him in the Tree; but it is the Cuftom 
of the Indians, if there is a Porcupine Upon the 
Tree, to cut it down; Zind when the Porcupine 
falls with the Tree, they kill him, by ftnking 
him over the N oie. The Make of the Body 
much re[embles that of a Pig; hath fmall Eyes 
and Mouth1 F~et like a Land T ortoife; with large 
Claws, is covered with a long briltly Hair; and a 
iliorter Hair under that; and under this iliorter 
Hair his Quills lie concealed very thick; tbey 
are white, with a brown Point; the longeft not 
exceeding four Inches in Length, and which; Oil 

ftroaking your Hand upon the Hair, immediately 
ftick to the Hand; and as you take away your 
Hand, they come alfo fticking to it. When the 
Porcupine finds he cannot get from you:, he wili 
fidle towards you, to tOi.!ch you with his Quilis ; 
which are of fa penetrating a Quality, the In­
dia1lS frick them in their N ofe and Ears, for to 

eat Holes, for the placing their N ofe and Eat"­
Rings. 
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Novemb. Two People fet out from ChurcbillFaCtory, and 
at Night bllilt a Barricado to Jie under. Next 
Night returned to the fame Bo.rricado, and there 
found a Wolf lying dead. Looking upon him 
could perceive no Marks, in his Skin, of his be­
ing iliot, or any ways wounded; but opening 
the Wolf's Mouth found it full of Porcupine 
Quills. 

The Porcupine moves very flowly, as he turns 
the Snow up with his Snout all the Way it goes, 
which makes his Track very plain; and when his 
Track is once fell in with, the Porcupine is [0011 

overtaken. The Porcupine gets up into a Pine or 
J uniper-Tree, and there frays until he hath bark­
ed it both Body and Branches. Th~ Juniper is 
the moft favourite) and what he feeds on is the 
Rind between the Bark and the Wood. This 
Animal is very good Eating. 

The rna{\: of the Provifion our People pro­
cured, in the Winter, was the EffeCt of their own 
Indli;hy. By our not going to Port Nelfon we 
were deprived of the AfIiftance of the Indians, 

which w?s one of the principal Motives urged in the 
Council for our Vvil1tering there. Thofe Indians 
who ,vere mentioned to come Aboard llS, when 
the Ship lay in five Fathom Hole, and were to 
hunt for us in W inter, were of thofe they call 
Home Indians, always in Parts near the Factory, 
not going far up into the Country, and are in-

tirely 
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tirely at the Governor's Direction. The Story Novemb. 

which they had related with refpect to Albany, 
their being difcharged, and going Southward, 
was all meer Invention. If they were not Spies 
employed by the Governor, they anfwered the 
Purpofe; for it is highly probable, that it was 
upon what they faid, or what the Governor learn-
ed from them, that the Governor difpatched a 
Parcel of Indians, then at the Goofe-Tent, which 
is a fmall wooden Haufe built near the extreme 
Point of Hays's Il1and, or Point of Marfh, and 
who had come down to kill Geefe, up into the 
Country; laying a ftrict Injunction on others 
not to come nigh us (there being many, at that 
Time, !hooting Geefe for the Factory) and hur-
ried them away as foon as the Seafon was over. 
This Injunction was not fo firiCtly obferved, but 
fome came Aboard us, both before we were in the 
Creek, as well as after. BLlt what we got of 
Proviflon from them was very trifling; fame 
few Fifh, a fmall Quantity of VenifolJ, fome few 
Ducks and Geefe. As foon as the Houfe was in-
habited, fome of the Factory Servants came, and 
erected a Tent near it; their BuGnefs being to 
fetch down fome Wood, which had been felled, 
and fawed into Plank, about fix Miles oif; but 
another Purpore was, to prevent am having any 
Intercourfe with the Indiam; and a Tent with 

. two of the FaCtory People was kept (to watch 
that the Indians ihould not come to the Haufe) 
all the Winter, and whik the Ships continued 
in the Creek; the Indians knowing that there 

A a 2 was 
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Novemb. was a Perf on who would give an Account to the 

Governor of their Comin~, it difcouragecl thenl 
from coming; and very little frelh Provifion~ 
for that Reafon~ was got from the~l. 

I ibould have excepted (when I faid that the 
Indians were fent away) fome few th.:t were de­
tained, tp drefs the Skins for the People's Toc­
kies. And Capt. Smith pwpofed to Capt. Mo@r 
their fpeaking to the Governor, that iome of 
thefe Indians might be afterwards employed in 
killing of Partridge for both Ship's Companies. 
This was approved of by the Governor; and he 
continued three Indians to hunt for the Ships for 
a Mr:)!1th; but as they were neither extraordi­
mry S L- ort; me,), or remarkably indu11:rious, they 
killed no gre'lt '~~lantity of Birds, At the End 
of that Time two of them went with a Packet to 

Churcbill F a.Ctory ; fo then the Hunting ceafed ; 
and on their Return there was little Ganle. What 
thefe few Weeks Hunting produced was all the 
Supply of freib Provifion which we had by Means 
of the' Governor, e~cepting fome VenjfQn in the 
Spring; which will be fpoke of. 

There are Indians who are at all Times near 
the Factories, for which they kill Provifion, and 
go a Hunting, ju11: as the Governor gives thern 
Direction. There are others who come at the 
Time the Getfe are going Northward, in order 
to ilioot GeeJe for the Factories, continue there in 
t~le Summer, filhing; kill Geefe again, when 

going 
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going to the Soutil; and, the Searon being over, Novema. 

return up the Country. There are others who 
only .come down to Trade, and that feveral Times 
in the Y car; others who come in large Bodies 
together, to Trade; and tbat but once in a Year. 
They arc all wandering Peopie, live by the Chace, 
and in Tents; incamping as Convenience or Ne-
cdIity requires. 

Tbe firft Time the Indians, who frequent the 
Southern S~ore of !ludlon's Bay, faw J.i1y Euro­
peans, was as early as the Difcovery of the Bay 
itfelf, by Mr. HudJoI1. * ,. For when the Ice be­
H gan to break up) there came a Savage to the 
" Ship, as it were to fee and be feen; being the 
" firft they had feen in all the Time; and who 
" was well intreated by Mr. Rudlon, under a 
.' Senfe of making fome Advantage by it; pre­
" fented the Savage with a Knife, Looking-glafs, 
" and Buttons; who received them thankfully, 
" and made Signs that after he Iud flept he. 
" would come again. Which he did; drawing 
" a Sled after him, and upon it two Deer, and 
" two Beaver Skins. He had a Scrip under 
" his Arm, out of which he took the Things the 
.' Mafter had given him; laid the Knife on one 
H of the Beaver Skins) and his Glafs and But­

" tons upon the other; and fo gave them to 
~, Mr. Rudfon, who received them; and the 
" Savage took thofe Things which Mr. Hudfon 

.. P.urchafi's Pif;;riml, B. III. p.60z. 
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Novemb. " had given him, and put them again in his 
"Scrip. Then the Mafter fhewed him, for 
" which he would have given him one of his 
" Deer Skins; but the Mafter would have both; 
" which he had, but not willingly. After many 
" Signs, as they underftood of it, of People to 
" the North, and to the South, and Promife, 
<' after fo many Sleeps, he would come again, 
" he went his Way; but never came more; nor 
" could they afterwards meet with any People, 
" though they were fenuble that they were fre­
" quently near them, as they would fet theW oods 
" a Fire in their Sight." N either Sir 'Thomas 
Button, nor Capt. James, faw any of them; they 
were not feen from the Time of Hudfon to the 
Year 1667 ; then there was an Expedition for 
Trading with them ; which fucceeded fo well as 
to be a Foundation of the Hud/on's Bay Compa­
ny's Patent, which was granted them in the 
Year 1670. 

The Indians who inhabit the South-Weft Part 
of Hudfon's Bay, and who are properly the Krick 
Indians, or Kiliflinons, are much like the other 
American.' who inhabit the Northern Part of Ame­
rica, as to the Make of their Perfons; they are 
ftately, tall, well made People, in good Propor­
tion, and of a vigorous Conftitution, fprightly, 
ftrong, and active; no way inferior to the Euro­
peans in the Make of their Perfons, but have ra­
ther the Preference on their Side. They are Peo­
ple of a good Underftanding, of a lively Imagi-

nation, 
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nation, eafy Conception, and good Memory; Novemb. 

are not without the Senfe of a Deity; condemn 
Vice; are kind, affable, and humane to each 
other; pay a great RefpeCt to the Aged amongft 
them, and a Deference to each other ; conduct 
their Affairs with as much good Senfe as the 
People of politer Nations do theirs. This Cha-
raCter is not juft with refpeCt to thofe Indians 
which are called the Home Indians; who, as 
mentioned, conftantly frequent the FaCtories, and 
are always employed in Hunting for the FaCto-
ries; but thofe who come occalionally down, and 
relide at other Times up the Country. Thefe 
Home Indians being become moftly a debauch'd 
corrupted People, ftupid, idle, drunken, and 
guilty of all manner of Vice. 

The Indians arc born white; but their going 
almoft naked when Children, the Grealing them, 
the Summer's Sun, their being fo much expofed 
to the Air, and the Smoak of their Tents, all 
contribute to give them that brown Gypfy Co­
lour which they have. The Grealing themfelves, 
which is cuftomary with them all, is either with 
a Piece of Deer's Marrow (which they dry up 
much after the Manner of Hogs Lard) or Bears 
Greafe, Beaver Oil, or Goofe Greafe, which 
they rub in the Palms of their Hands, then over 
their Face, and at Times over their whole Bodies; 
and they will before a frelll Anointing of their 
Bodies, fit in the Tents with their Backs to the 
Fire, and with a Stick like a Lath, bllt the Edges 

turned, 
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Novemb. turned, [crape the Gteafe off them; this Greafing; 
in Summer is a Defence in Come MeaCure againft 
the Musketoes, and is uCed at other Times for 1'10' 

other Reafon as I could learn, but that it keeps 
their Joints pliant and Cupple ; but on the other 
hand it makes them ftinking and nafty ; they 
having not found out the Way, as they refine 
upon nothing, to correCt the Ranknefs of their 
Oils or Greale, by Effences and Perfumes, whicll 
more polite Nations have a long Time fubfti­
tuted in th~ room of them. 

The Habitations of the indians (which we can 
Cabbins or Tents) are fufficiently wretched; they; 
are round; probably, as that is the moft capa­
cious Figure, and the eafieft ereCted, with the 
Materials they make Ufe of; which are aNum­
ber of fmall Poles, {hat are fet to lean one againfi:­
the other 1 fo as they meet aTop, and extended 
below; thefe are covered with dreffed Deer Skim;' 
fewed together; but the Deer Skins do not go­
quite to the Top, fo as to cover the npper Part, 
or to where the Poles !peet; which Part is left 
open to vent the Smoak, and let in the Light. 
Their Fire i-s in the Middle. The &Jttom of 
the T ent is ftrewed with Tops of Pine-Trees. They' 
lay with their Feet to the Fire, and with their 
Heads to the Tent-SiDes; and in the Tent they 
mufi: either fit or lie down, for there is nor Room 
for them to walk; nor do they ever walk about; 
as is the Manner with us. They are at all Times­
either lying down,or fitting, unlefs they are a-

Hunt-
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Hunting. They are as much furprized to fee Novemb. 

the Europeans walk backward and forward in the 
fame Place, as the People of Spain were of whom 
Strabo fpeaks, to fee fome Centurions of the Ro-
man Army watch after that manner; they thought 
they were out of their Wits, and offered to lead 
them to their Tents; for they thought that they 
muft either keep quietly in their Tents, or that 
they muft have a Mind to do themfelves a Mif-
chief. 

You enter the Tents by turning a Piece of the 
Skin, to which there is a Stick faftened on the 
Infide it, to make it flap and clofe; they have no 
Bolts or Locks: The Tent Door is never made 
faft but when they are-all out; and then it is by 
laying Logs of Wood againft it, feemingly to 
keep out the Dogs more than for any other Pur 
pofe. The Door is generally to theS. W. 

Thefe Tents are feldom pitched in the Mid­
dle of Woods, or upon Heights, but upon Creek 
or River-fides, in Bottoms; which may be done 
both for the Convenience of getting Water or 
Ice ; as alfo in refpect of Warmth; their Cover­
ings being but the Thicknefs of one Skin, they 
muft be very cold; fo they are under a N eceffity 
to get all the Affiftance they can from a Situa­
tion; and in Summer their Tents are not habi­
table upon the Account of the Musketoes, unlers 

. they are full of Smoak. 

B b 'When 
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Nqyemb. When they are poor, and have not Skins to 
make a Tent of, they then only make Vfe of a 
Barricado, which is a thick Hedge made of the 
~pper Part of young Pine-Trees, as is mention,. 
ed to be done by the FaCtory People when out 
of a Night, at a Diftance from their Tent, or 
the FaCtory, with a Fire in like Manner before 
them; and if there is any Snow, they clear it 
away from the Spot. Thefe Barricadoes are alfo 
ufed by the indians, when they are Travelling 
either alone or two to~ether, from one Part to 
~nQther. 

How far Decency might caufe thefe Indians 
to cloath them[elves, does not appear; but it 
might be that and the Nature of the Climate; for 
though the Boys are admitted to go almoft naked, 
until they are ten Years old or more, the Girls 
wear a Frock, fuch as will be mentioned here­
after, quite from their Infancy. To make their 
Cloaths of Skins, was not only a Thing plain and 
obvious in itfelf, as well as fuitable; but they 
are under a N eceffity of fo doing, as thofe Parts 
fupplied nothing elfe which would anfwer the 
purpofe; and their Induftry taught them to 
make the Skins foft and pliable, and to be clear 
of that StifTnefs which would make them in a man_ 
ner unferviceable. This Kind of Cloathing was 
in Vfe amongft all Nations in the earlieft Times; 
~nd they agreed with the Indians not only in Ufe, 
)Jut alfo the Form they made the Skins up in. 

. 1rh~ 



The Indians have a large fquare Outer-Coat; Novemb, 

much like a Blanket in Shape and Size, made ei-
ther of Deer Skin, or a Parcel of Beaver Skins 
fewed together. It hangs loofe from the Shoul-
ders, trailing along the Ground, and is tied a-cro[s 
the Breaft with two Strings; the Part that is be-
hind the Neck, and on the Shoulders lay in Rolls; 
fometimes they fet it up hollow behind like a 
Cope ; at other Times it lies flat like a Cape 
hanging Part down each Arm. It is painted on 
the Leather Side of the Skins with Strokes of 
Red and Black, like a Border, near to the Edge 
or outer Part of the Coat, roulld the Botto:l1, 
and fome Way up the Sides. This outer Coat 
is all chipped, or hanging in Thongs of about 
an Inch Width, and three Inches long, thofe at 
the Bottom; but thofe up the Sides, and nearer 
the Head, lefs; fome of which they alfo paint 
red. The beft drdfed People, in the earlieft 
Times, were thofe who wore the Skins of Beaft, 
which they had taken amongft their Herds, or 
that they had killed in the Chace. They were a 
long Time the Royal Mantle of Princes, and the 
Ornament of Heroes. Hercules was not drefTed 
otherwife than in the Skin of a Lion of Nemea, 
One of the Argonauts, following 'la/on to ibaie 
in the Expedition of Colebos, failed for the Coaft, 
and arrived covered with a beautiful Bull's Skin. 
which reached to his Heels. Aeejfes, in Sicily, 
met /Eneas, who landed on his Coaft, drefTed in 
!he Skin of a L)bian Bear, having his Bow and 

Bbz his 
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Novemb. his Arrows. Bacchus and his Followers had no 

other Cloathing than wild Goat Skins; alfo 
of Tygers, of Panthers, and of Leopards, 
which Beaft afterwards they have put to his Cha­
riot; though, without Doubt, the Invention is 
much later than his Time. 

In Europe, AJia, and AJrica, many of the Na­
tions had not abfolute1y other Cloathing for many 
Years. At the Time of enE/US, a Lydian, whofe 
N arne was Sardanis, got the Anger of that Prince, 
for giving him Advice, J uft in itfelf, but con­
trary to his Ambition. for perfuading him from 
making War againft the Perfians, who lived at 
that Time like Savages: a" You go, fays he, 
" Great King, to make War upon a People, 
" who have no other Apparel than Breeches of 
" Hide, and fome Skins with which they cover 
" themfelves; who inhabiting a barren Country, 
" have no Choice as to what they will eat, but 
" muft eat what they can get; nor is this Meal 
" helped by Wine, their Drink at all Times be­
" ing nothing but Water. They have no Figs; 
" nor any thing that is good; fo there is no­
" thing which you can propofe to gain by the 
" Attempt, fhould you be fuccefsfuI; but on 
" the other hand, refleel:, you have an Infinite to 
" lofe, fhould you be defeated. >~ 

a Herod. Lib. N. 7 J; 
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b Cf'acitus atrures us, the Germans had no other Novemh. 

Veftments than Firs. C Herodotus atrures us the 
fame of the Africans; d Varro, of the Gauls and 
Sardians; e Virgil, of the People of Scythia and 
Cf'hrace; f Arrian, of thofe of the Indies; and 
g Diodorus Siculus reports the fame alfo of the 

. Egyptians. 

After they had found out the Making of Silks 
and Linnen, they did neverthelefs ufe Firs for a 
long Time amongft thofe very People who work~ 
ed with Thread or Silk. All Homer's Heroes are 
doathed in Lions Skins, or in the Skins of Bears, 
Wolves, or Goats, &c. h; and Paris, who is re­
prefented as a Beall, dreffed in nothing but a 
Leopard's Skin; yet Penelope, Helen, and the 
other Grecian and 'Trojan Dames were excellent 
Needle-Women. 

As the Ancients agreed with our Indians in the 
Ufe of Skins, fo they did alfo in the Manage­
ment, in making them flexible, and not ftiff, 
without which Way of preparing them, they 
would be hard, would fhrink, and be quite ufe­
lefs. They, like them, leave the Hair on Skins, 
where the Fleece or Fir is foft and warm, as Bea­
ver, Otter, &c. ; but, like them, where the Hair 
is hard and briftly, they then take it from the 

1; 'lacit. de Mar. Germ. 
S Porro. Lib. II. Rei ruJlict#. 
f .4rrian, Lih. VII r. 
\ Hgmrr. Ili(u/. nt. 

eHerod. Lib. IV. N. i 89-
e Pirg. Lib. II. year. 

, Dig". Sirul. Lib. 1. c.7· 

Skins; 
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Novemb. Skins; as they do with Moufe Skins. Beftcie§ 

thus managing the Skins, the Ancients alfo, like 
our Indians, ufed to fet off or ornament them; 
which confifted either in the Manner of cutting 
them, chipped or hanging in Thongs as we have 
defcribed the Indians; or in the Figures which 
they drew upon them, or the Colours which they 
painted them with, in which alfo they agree with 
our Indians, who, as mentioned, have like a red 
or black Border figured near the Edge of the 
Coat, and paint the Thongs which are at the 
Bottom, and in Part up the Sides. 

~ The People of Lybia appear to be the firft 
who have fet this Art in U[age, which we learn 
from Herodotus, when he tells us that the Greeks 
borrowed the Habit and the ./Egis of the Statues 
of Minerva from the Lybians of Numidia, with 
this Difference, that to the ./Egis of the Lybian 
Women, the pendant Fringes, are not Serpents 
but funple Thongs; but, as to the reft, the Drefs 
is the fame ; and the Name itfelf fhews, that the 
Habit of the Statues of Minerva is borrowed 
originally from the Lybian Dre[s; for the Wo­
men of Lybia have, more than of any other 
Thing their Garments of the ./Egees, that is, 
they are of the Goat's Skin curried, are figuered 
and painted red; and it is from thefe ./Egees, 
that is, from this fhe Goat's Skin cleared of the 

Moeurs de Sauvages. P. 2%. 

Hair, 
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Hair, that the Greeks have taken the Name of Novemb • 
.j\l",tl',~. 

The Indians make a Frock of thefe Skins, or 
Al",JI,~ which they wear under their outer Coat; 
this Frock is of Deer or Moufe Skin, reaching 
to the Knees, with a Slit only at the Neck, for 
the eafier Getting it on, and a Slit a little Way 
up each Thigh; moftly with Sleeves that reach to 
the Wrift, and are joined to the Coat by a Seam 
three Inches down the Arm; the lower Part they 
paint with two red Strokes, and alfo clip the 
Bottom to make it hang in fmall Thongs like 
Fringe, fome of which theyalfo paint red; and 
at the Part where the Arms are fewed on, or 
joined, they ufually ornament with Fringes made 
of Beads, and Brafs Tags, or with Wark which 
is of Porcupine ~ills, after the Manner of an 
Embroidery, and is what they call Nimmy 
flogging. 

Thore Nations which Jeft off the Vfe of Skin~. 
yet they retained the Form in which they had 
wore them in the Make of their other Habits; 
from thence the clore Coat, and outer Robe both 
of the Greeks and Romans, and which is an[wer­
able to the Frock and Tockie, or outer Coat 
of the Indians. The Greeks had the clore Coat, 
and the outer Coat al[o, which agreed with the 
;Romans croga and crunica; and the DiftinCtioll, 
according to the Criticks, confil1:ed only in the 
Manner of wearing the outer Coat, which Coat of 

the 
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Novemb. the Greeks the Latins for that Reafon called 
Pallium. 

Thefe outer Coats the Indians make U fe of to 
cover themfelves with on Nights, and that feems 
to be the Cufl:om amongfl: the 'Jews. 8. When 
under Barricadoes, they cover their Heads as 
well as the refl: of their Bod y; in bad Weather 
alfo wear them over their Heads, excepting 
thofe who buy a kind of Hoods at the Facrory. 
The Vfe of this Tockie therefore is fufficiently 
evident, and the Vfe expreifes the Reafon of the 
Shape and make of it; as to Covering the Head 
with it; the Romans did the fame at Times with 
their Robe: In Winter, or when Hunting, they 
tie this Tockie with Strings over their Breafl:, and 
gather it up with their Belt clofe round them, fo 
as not to reach further than their Knees, for the 
fame Reafon are their T okies made not to reach 
lower than their Knees, that they may not be 
troublefome in Walking; when they wear thofe 
T ockies in their Canoes, they tie them in Folds 
over their right Shoulder, and fo pafs them under 
their left Arm, by which Means they have free 
Vfe of their Arms; they have Sleeves of Skin 
with the Hair on, which they wear in Winter, 
when they have their Tockies clofe about them; 
thefe Sleeves have two Strings over the Shoulders 
and one a-crofs the Breafl:, which keeps them OD. 

The Woman's Drefs is like the Man's, with 
no other Difference than that the Frock hath Slits 

a Exod. C. 22. v. 26. 
under 
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made under the Arms, and the Frock is fome- Novernb. 

thing longer than the Frock which the Men wear; 
under the Frock both Sexes have Skins, which 
pafs between their Legs, and are faftened to a 
Strip of Deer Skin tied above the Hips; a Man 
when in the Tent will ftrip himfelf of all his 
Cloaths but this; the vVoman never undreffes 
herfelf further than her Frock. 

The Stockings are of the fame Materials as the 
Frocks, ihaped according to the Leg, or as a 
Spatterdaih, leaving a Border where they are 
fewed up on the Side, of about four Fingers in 
Breadth, which they fcollop at the Edges; thefe 
Stockings reach quite to the Thighs, and are 
made faft to the Strip of Deer's Skin round their 
Waift, garthered below the Knee with Garters 
made of Porcupine Qlills coloured, and Deer's 
Sinews very neat. Thefe Stockings, as well ac, 
Shoes, they feldom wear in Summer. Thefe 
Stockings according to Father Lafit au, are exaCtly 
like thofe of the Parthian Kings of whom he had 
feen many Statues. Their Shoes are of Deer Skin, 
or Moufe Skin ftripped of the Hair, the Sole and 
upper Part the fame, without Heels, and ga­
thered round the Inftep as a Purfe; the Shoes 
are often worked up the Front with Porcupine 
Qlills, varioul1y coloured, fome of thefe Shoes, 
as more convenient for keeping out the Snow, 
and at other Times the Wet of the Swamps reach 
fome Way up the Leg, after the Manner of a 
Sandal. 

C c As 
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Novemb. As to the F albion of their Cloaths, they frill re~ 
tain the fame, but have changed the Materials 
fince their Acquaintance with the Factories; for 
their Tockies, they often ufe Blankets, and they 
who 'winter near the Factories have generally 
Cloath Stockings: They have alfo a{;quired a 
Cuftom of wearing Caps made of W oollen Cloth~ 
and of an oblong Form, fewed up on one Side, 
and at one End with a Piece of Tinfcl round the 
Part next to the Face, or a Piece of W orfred 
Lace; and at the Corner which will be upon the 
Crown of the Head a Bit of Rabbits Down fewed 
on, or a red Feather. Thofe Indians who come 
down to trade will alfo buy Tinfcl, laced Hats 
with a dyed Feather fruck up in them, they will 
buy Woollen Coats made after the EngliJh Manner, 
trimmed with W orfred Lace. The Hair on the 
right Side of the Head they cut quite clofe, and the 
Reafon feems to be, that their Hair might not be 
in the Way upon their taking Aim. This was the 
Cuftom of many Nations, but the Maffici, who 
boafted their Defcent from the C£rojal1s, had their 
Hair fo cut on the left Side; there was great Di­
ftinction amongft the Ancients as to the Tonfure~ 
and it was exprefly forbid the Jews to make any 
Baldnefs on their Heads. . 

The left Side of the Hair is left long and ga­
thered up in a Knot, which hangs as low as the 
~ar) juft on the Summit of the Crown a Lock is' 
tied u~ and ftands about three Inches above the 

flea.d~ 
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Head, like a Feather; but this is rather the Novemb. 

Fafhion of the young Men, and feldom amongfl: 
thofe who are advanced in Years. Some wear 
round their Heads Fillets as narrow as Tape, 
made of green or red VV orl1:ed, with two Borders 
of Beads, with which they tie up their Hair alf0 
that is on the left Side, and the two Ends of the 
Fillet hang down upon the left Shoulder. Others 
have Wreaths of Skins, as Cats Skins round their 
Heads, others a Band made of an Herb like Box 
which they fmoak with their Tobacco; fome 
have Birds, fLIch as Ravens or Hawks, flit and 
[pread, fo put upon the Crown of their Head, 
with the Head of the Bird over their Foreheado 
Thefe Bands round the Head feem originally to 
be for no other Purpofe, but, as they were with-

, out other Covering on their Heads, to keep their 
Hair tight and clo!"c, that it might not be trou­

blefome by the Blowing of the vVind; it is ob­
fervable, the vVomen never wear thefe Bands. 
The ancient Ufe of thefe Bands is evident from 
the Fauns,' the Satyrs, the Sylvan Gods, and the 
Followers of Bacrhus being crowned with them; 
and a Pliny particularly mentions, Ferul1t que, 
primum omnium Liberum Patrem impojitiJle capiti, 
fuo, ex edera: Bacchus as the firft that wore one 
of Ivy round his Head. Thefe Bands became in 
Tjme a Mark of DiftinCtion and RefpeCt, and 
Were given as a Recompence to thofe who carried 
the Prize at the F eafts inftituted in Honour of the 

• Plin. Lib. xvi. c, 4. 

C C 2 
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Novemb. Gods. The Romans, the Enemies of Kings, had 

many Sorts of thefe Crowns, for to acknow­
ledge the different Services done to the Re~ 
publick; this Way of Reward being introduced 
among1l: them by Romulus their Founder, he 
crowning Hoflus Hoftilius, the Grandfather of 
<fullus Hoflilius, for being the fir1l: Man that en­
tered the Town of Fidena with a green Wreath; , 
and thefe Bands or Crowns at length became the 
difringuiihing Mark of Royalty. 

They will greafe their Hair, frick Feathers in 
their Hair, and ornament it with Bunches of 
Rabbits Hair, or Bits of Firr; and alfo with 
Beads, or a Bit of white Stone which they find in 
thefe Parts, and poliih until it much refembles 
white Glafs. The Women wear their Hair long 
on both Sides, reaching to their Shoulders, which 
they part on the Top, and will fometimes tie 
it up in Bunches on each Side their Face; at 
other Times it hangs loofe; they greafe their 
Hair as the Men do, frick Bits of Firr in it and 
Beads, and paint it red, which is a Practice alfo 
with the Men. 

The: ,V omen wear round their Necks Neck-
1:,ces of three or four H ows of Beads, which hang 
down almo1l: as low as their Brea1l:s; fome wear 
JJ.rge narrow Rings of Bra[s, and at each Ear 
will have eight or ten Strings of fmallBeads 
which lhall reach to their Shoulders, which Beads 
they procure at the Factories. The Men as well 

as 
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as the Women have their Ears pierced, as alfo Novemb. 
their N ofe; Men will have frequently a Bit of 
Firr, which is of fome extraordinary Kind, hang-
ing to their Ear by a Bit of String; others have 
Ear-Rings made of Beads, of a white Stone, 
which we have mentioned, polifhed, and Bits of 
Brafs. Some will have, through the Grizzle of 
their N ofe, a String with a Bit of Copper about 
the Size of a Sixpence hanging to it, of a trian-
gular Form; others a Pipe-Bead of about two 
Inches long, and two fmall Beads at the End of 
fuch Pipe-Bead; this which is fo pendant from 
the Nofe flaps on the upper Lip, and you may 
fee them fometimes reach at it with their Tongues, 
Thefe Ornaments of the Nofe are ufed by many 
Nations at this Time, and were formerly an 
Ornament of politer Nations, as may be feen ex-
prefly in Ifaiah, c. iii. V. 21,--

Upon their W rifts the Women wear Bracelets, 
which they get of Tin or Brafs, fince they have 
known the Factories; are of about two Inches 
broad; they carve them themfelves, but their 
Workmanfhip is no Way extraordinary. The 
Men have Collars made of Cloth, with Beads or 
Bits of white Stone rewed on them; both Men 
and Women have alfo Belts which they girt their 
Tockie up with, and fometimes wear upon their 
Frock, of four Fingers in Breadth, made of 
Porcupine ~i1ls; alfo of Beads run upon fmall 
Deer Guts, the Outfide of the Belt Leather, and 
thefe Belts have at each End a Parcel of fmall 
Strips of Leather to make them fait. 

The 
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The Bracelets and Ear-Rings were very an' 
cient; Abraham's Servant prefents them to Re~ 
becca; the yews borrow Ear-Rings of the Egyp­
tians, but, in the Judgments threatened bylfaiah 1 

againft the yews, there is Mention of taking 
away the Chains and the Bracelets, the Head­
bands and the Ear-Rings, the N ofe-Jewels, &t. 
The Perjians wore a Collar about their Necl~s; 
and Bracelets on their Arms, and that the Collars 
were in Ufe amongft the Gauls is evident from 
the Account given of Manlius <.torquatus, who 
was named <.torquatus from <.torques a Collar, 
which Anno U. C. 393. he took from the Gene­
ral of the Gauls whom he had killed; and Pliny b 

mentions the Roman Ladies wearing Gold Brace­
lets, Rings on all their Fingers, Gold Neck~ 
laces, or Collars, Ear-Rings, and other Orna­
ments. 

The Men and Women paint their Faces as 
well as their Hair, fometimes colouring half their 
Face with Vermilion, which they procure at the 
Factories; Red being their favourite Colour; at 
other times only make Strokes with their Fingers 
dipped in the Vermilion down their N ofe, or 
crofs their Face; juft as they fancy, without any 
Order or Method. What keeps the Paint on is 
the Greafe, .with whi€h they anoint their Face 
before they lay the Paint on; fometimes-

alfaiah, Lib. iii. '9, ~O, 21. 10 PIiTZ. Lib. xxxiii. c. 3-

the 
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the Men colour their Faces with Black Lead, Novemb. 

which is a Sign of their being angry, and alfo 
of their Hunger; and when they go to conjure" 
The Minium or red Paint was fo much efreemed 
among the antient Romans, as to be applied to 
their folemn Vfes. a Upon Feafr Days they 
painted the Statue of Jupiter with Vermilion, 
and befmeared the Bodies of thofe that entered 
the City in Triumph with Minium. b They 
painted in the fame Manner all the Statues of 
the Gods, of the Demi-Gods, of the Heroes, 
the Fauns, and the Satyrs; and what is evidently 
expreifed in thofe Verfes of Virgil: c 

Pan Deus Arcadidl venit, quem vidimus ipji 
Sanguineis ebuli baccis minioque, rubentem. 

It is to this alfo which the Poets and Painters 
allude, when they give the Fauns and Satyrs 
Faces extremely heightned, and of the Colour of 
Blood. d It was ufual with the LEthiopians when 
they went to War, to paint their Bodies half 
white, and half black: It was the Cufrom 
amongfr all the Nobility of the fame People, in 
the Time of Pliny, to paint their Bodies red, and 
it was alfo the favourite Colour for the Statues 
of their Gods. We know from fufficient Autho­
rity, that the Indians, Africans, Netlri upon the 
Boryflhenes: The Geloni, 'I'hupagetCf, Budini, 
lJafi!itL:e, and the yellow. haired Agathyrji; the 

• Moeurs de Sauvages, P. 48. b Plin)" Lib. xxxiii. c. 7. 
, fir$' E~1.. x. v. z~. d. PI,iny, Lib. xxxiii. c. 7· 
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Novemb. Pias and feveral other Nations painted them­
felves. 

On the Triumphs of the Romans, which were 
as the Reprefentation of Jupiter in his Glory, the 
Conqueror, going to the Capitol to facrifice to 
that God, appeared in his Car) his Face painted 
with Vermilion. Camillus triumphed in that 
Sort according to a Pliny, and St. ljidore of Seville 
fays it was obferved by all, who were decreed 
that Honour. 

This kind of Painting, which we have been 
[peaking of, wears off, and requires frequent 
Renewing, but there is another kind of Painting 
practifed by the Indians, whofe Country is N orth­
Weft of Churchill Factory, whither they come 
to trade, and the common Appellation given 
them is that of the Northern Indians; they 
will have feveral Strokes in their Cheeks, the 
Colour being in the Fldh, black and much after 
the l\1anner of thofe Marks which are fa com­
monly made upon People's Arms with Gunpow­
cler never to be removed. It is from this kind 
of Painting the Pias had' their Name, that Name 
fays St. ljidore of Seville, perfectly agrees with 
the Figure which their Body makes, which the 

Workman paints, by Graving many Figures 
with many fmall Pricks, which he makes with 
aN eedle, and in which he infufes the Juice of 
Plants that grow in their Country, to the End 

l PliJl)" Lib. xxxiii. c·7' bV.Moeur-sdeSauvageJ, p. 39. 
that 
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that, their Nobles being marked upon all the NQvemb. 

Members of their Body, they may diftinguifh 
themfelves from the Commonality by the Num-
ber of the Characters. Solinus fpeaks of the fame 
People, much after the fame Manner as St. lfi-
dore, but the Northern Indians having no Di­
ftinction of Rank amongft them, being all equal. 
there is not that Difference in the Marks, as 
amongft the PiBs; as to their Nobility, what 
hath been mentioned is only to fhew a Sort of 
Agreement in the Manner of their Painting in 
general. 

This kind of Painting, which Father Lafitau 
calls the Cauftick, became difufed amongD: the 
politer People, and only retained by the Barba. 
rians; it was looked on infamous amongft the Ro­
mans, they Branding their Slaves and Criminals 
with Marks of "he fame Nature. 

The Indians, whom Vie have mentioned to 
paint their Frocks and their Tockies, ufe no 
other Art than taking a Stick, the End of which 
they dip in Goof~-Greafe, and afterwards in 
the Colour, and then Paint, which remllins for a 
long Time before wore off; they only draw 
Lines of black and red, not attempting to deli­
neate any Beaft or any kind of Animal; the red 
and black have been the two Colours always in 
Ufe amongft them, and before they were fup­
plied by the Factories with the VermilioR and 
black Lead, they got their rcd Colour from 

D d fome 
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Novemb. fome ""Veeds which grew in the Mud, in Lakes 

or Rivers, and their black they had from a Mi­
neral or a Stone, which Stones are frequently 
to be found by thofe who know them. 

I believe it will appear from what hath been 
faid, that there is a great Uniformity in the Ha­
bits which the Indians ufe, and thofe which were 
ufed by the People of the earlieft Times, not in 
one Part of the Drefs only, but through the whole 
of it; but as the People became more polite as 
Kingdoms and Empires arofe, and Arts and 
Sciences increafed: From thence proceeded an 
Alteration, both in Cuftom and Drefs, from the 
State of Nature to that which was more fuitable 
to their prefent Circumftance. But, as this 
hath not been the Cafe of thefe Indians, they 
have not made any confiderble Alteration in the 
Manner of their Life, but trod in the Steps of 
their Anceftors; fo they have had no Occafion 
either to change their Habit or Cuftoms; as the 
following them was moft fuitable with their 
Manner of Life. It is impoffible to conceive 
that there can be fo great Uniformity of Drefs 
and Cuftoms, as there is between thefe People 
and the moft antient, or the People of the earlieft 
Times, without their being originally one and 
the fame People; and as the People either in 
Europe, .lfjia, or America, were the firft and 
earlieft People in thofe Parts with whom they fo 
agree in their Drefs, or their Cuftoms; that is 
an Evidence of the early Departure of thefe 

People 
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People into America. I fpeak as to the Kinjki Noyemb~ 
Indians in particular, whom I apprehend from 
their Manners to be the firft Comers, and to have 
been drove to the Northward by later Settle-
ments. 

Marriage is in V(e amongll: thefe People, for 
as to that chimerical Community, there isno Rea­
fon to believe it ever fubfifted. Cecrops, who is 
reprefented in profane Hiftory, might bring it 

, under fome better Regulation, with Refpett to 
the People he govered, and fubll:itute Solemni­
ties at the Contratting of thefe Alliances, and in­
ftitute Monogamy, or the having but one Wife; 
but profane Hill:ory alfo tells us of Marriage 
prior, inftituted by 'jupiter, who hath his Wife 
'juno. Marriage, with Refpett to thefe Indians, 
carries an Intereft with it, which induces thefe 
Indians, and mull: have induced all People in the 
fame Circumftance of Living; the fecuring to 
themfelves Children, who would be a Preferva­
tive for them againft Want in their old Age. 
And, in this Senfe, Children might well be ac­
counted Riches. The Indian who hath Children 
hath fo many to hunt for him, when he is him­
felf incapable, and without which he might ,be 
liable to ftarve. Therefore it is apparent, that 
amongft thofe People who lived by the Chace, 
and amongft whom it is pretended this Commu­
nity was ufed, it could never be; by reafon that 
appropriating a Wife would have greater Advan­
tages, The Community again would be fuch a 

D d 2 State 
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;{ovemb, State as would be quite contrary to the Interefr 
IOf the Woman; for whilft there was a Commu­
nity, and no Marriage, {he would have no De­
pendance as to her being maintained; ihe could 
not hunt for herfelf, nor promife herfelf to {hare 
in that which is catched by another; but when 
{he became a Wife this would be fecured to her, 
and there would be a further Obligation on the 
Man to maintain her, as the Children {he fhould 
have would belong to her; and if feparated would 
go with her, and he would lofe the Benefit of 
them. This is fufficiently !hewn by the People 
whofe Manners we are fpeaking of, and which 
will be made apparent as we proceed. 

The poetical Gentlemen and fome ancient Au~ 
thors reprefent the People in the earlieft Times, 
not only ignorant of Arts and Sciences, but will 
not allow them common Underftanding, or a 
Knowledge fuperior to Brutes; they defcribe 
them without a Capacity to conduct themfelves 
better than thefe Animals; they feed them on 
Acorns and Roots; lodge them in Dens; allow 
them the Enjoyment of the fofter Sex promiIcu­
lOufly; make them void of all Virtue and Rea­
ion, until there comes fome Law-giver or other, 
who infufes Virtue and Reafon, and forms a re­
gular Society. Had we not facred Hiftory, 
which ihews the contrary, the leaft Reflection 
would detect the F aHhood of it; would not let 
us doubt but that they had Reafon fufficient to dif­
~ern between what was cOllvenient, and what was 

not 
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not fo, to direct them in the Means propereft to Novemb. 
attain their neceffary Ends, fuch as proper Food 
and Cloathing, and the other N eceffaries of Life; 
and after that they had found by Experience 
thofe which were beft, would purfue. And 
I believe this will be found the fame upon Inqui-
ry, amongft all People called Barbarous People, 
not only with RefpeCt to the Indians I am treat-
ing of, that thofe People who arc otherwife cir­
cumftanced do not act more reafonably in their 
Affairs than what the barbarous People do in 
theirs. And as this Cafe of Community appears 
contradictory to the Way of Life thefe Indians 
are in, we may judge it was equally the fame 
with thofe People, in the earlieft Times, who were 
circumftanced like them. 

The young Women are inti rely, in RefpeCt 
of Marriage, directed by their Parents; they fhew 
no Inclination or Forwardnefs to Marriage, or 
any particular Regard to any young Indian. Pa~ 

rents will often agree for the Marriage of their 
Children, before one of them lhall be born, COIl­

ditionally; that if it is a Girl your Wife is with 
Child with, 'my Son lhall marry her. Afterwards 
if a Girl is born, he who hath the Son will take 
the Girl Home, and maintain her until lhe is 
marriageable. Others contract for the Marriage 
of the Daughter not eight or ten Years old, 
and the intended Hufband will take her to his 
Tent, and keep her until fuch Time as ihe is 

grown tlp. 
A briik 
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A brifk young Fellow, and a good Hunter1 

never fears the not getting of a Wife. He ap­
plies to the Father of her whom his Intention is 
upon, or her Brother, if Head of the Family, 
arks his Confent, and makes him a Prefent, after 
the Nature of the Country, of Beaver, or other 

. Firs. The Confent obrnmed, he comes to the 
Tent at fuch Time as the Woman is there, and 
toires into her Lap a Prefent, which, if near the 
Factories, is generally of a Piece of Cloth; her. 
Acceptance of this, a Confent. The Marriage 
is then concluded, and the Contract paired. Upon 
which he afterwards comes, of a Night, to the 
Woman, and lies under her Tockie; is admit­
ted to take hold of her Hand, ilngs to her, and, 
perhaps, pays feveral of thefe V iilts before !he 
fpeaks to him. Sometimes the Man, after the 
Woman's Acceptance of the Prefent, will take to 
Hunting along with the Family !he belongs to, 
and continue in the fame Tent. It will be a 
Month or two before there is a Confu!l1mation of 
the Marriage; the Time of which is always a 
Secret to everyone but themfelves. 

It is generally ufual for the Husband to carry 
his Wife to the Father's Tent, or where he lived 
before amongft his own Relations, or fet up a 
Tent of his own; though fometimes they fray 
with the Wife's Relations. No Feafts are made, 
either at the Time of the Contract of Marriage, 
or at the ~onfummation. But, fome~imes when 

the 
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the Husband takes the Wife away, if he hath had Novemb. 

an Opportunity to kill any thing, to make a Feaft 
with, he will then do it, to entertain the Wife's 
Relations and Acquaintance. 

The Simplicity of thefe Marriages are not with­
out Example, both in facred and profane Hifro­
ry. The Behaviour of Abimelecb to Rebecca and 
Family have Circumfrances fimilar to what hath 
been mentioned. '1 acitus fpeaking of the Man­
ners of the Germans, mentions fomething very 
pertinent to what has been faid: Says to the Huf­
band the Wife tenders no Dowry, but the Huf­
band to the Wife. The Parents and Relations 
attend, and approve of the Prefents; not Pre­
fents adapted to Feminine Pomp, 1I0r fuch as 
[erve to deck the new married Woman ; but 
Oxen, and a Horfe accoutred, and a Shield with 
a Javelin and Sword. By Virtue of thefe Gifts 
fhe is efpoufed. The Woman, on the other 
hand, makes the Man a Prefent of fome Arms. 
This is the Whole of the Marriage; thefe are 
the only Ceremonies which attend it.-Better, 
fays the fame Author, frill do thoie Communi­
(ies in which none but Virgins marry, and their 
Views and Inclinations are only to be a Wife. 
So they take one Hufband, as they have one 
Body, and one Life, without a Thought be­
yond; no further Defires; nor is it having the 
Hu1band, but the State which they admire. 

The 
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Novemb. The Confequences of thefe Marriages are a 
fl:riCt Alliance between the H ufband and the Wife's 
Relations; and, reciprocally, between the Wife's 
and the Relations of the Hulband, as to their af­
fifting each other. 

When an Indian finds he is a fufficient Hun. 
ter, able to maintain more than one Wife, he will 
then procure himfelf a Second, and, perhaps, a 
Third; a Number which they feldom exceed. 
There feems no Superiority or DiftinCtion amongft 
them, or Difference as to firft or laft married; all 
equally contribute to the Work of the Tent; have 
no J ealoufies or Quarrels; but if the Indians go 
Abroad to vifit fome other Tent, he ufually takes 
the youngeft with him. As to their Children 
there is never any Difference. The eldeft Son 
(whether by the firft or fecond Wife) at the Death 

'ofthe Father, becomes the Head of the Family. 

The principal Reafon of Poligamy amongfl: 
thefe Indians feems to confifl: in the ExpeCtation 
of a Number of Children. BLlt it is obfervable 
amongfl: thefe Indians, though the Women are of 
a vigorous Confl:itution, that they have not many 
Ghildren. There is no Proportion in the Num· 
ber of Children of thefe People to what mufl: 
have been formerly in other Parts, and efpecially 
in the North of Europe, from whence came thofe 
Inundations of Barbarians, who frequently ravag·· 
ed, and afterwards ruined the Roman Empire. 

As 
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As to Divorces t if the Perf on whom her Pa- Novemb~ 
rents have recommended is not agreeable to the 
Woman, {he will quit him, and go to her Pa-
rents, who will never oblige her to return, but 
marry her to fome other; and fometimes if the 
Husband and ,Vife do not agree, or tllJte Husband 
does not maintain the Wife, the will go to an'-
other Indian, who will take her as his Wife; and 
if {he hath a Child or Children, the takes them 
with her, as they are her Riches, her Security for 
future Maintenance; the Husband muft be con-
tent, except (as I am informed) amongft the 
Northern Indians, he will go and battle the Man 
that the Wife is gone to, and if he beats will bring 
her back again. Sometimes the Husband will 
leave the Wife, and then {he muft depend on 
her Relations. But it is feldom, when once they 
have had Children, that thefe Divorces happen. 

The Law of Romulus, that a Wife thould not 

leave her Husband, feems to allude to fuch a 
Cuftom as here mentioned. The Cufrom of the 
Wife going to the Relations, when feparated 
from the Husband, and the Rtafon of her taking 
her Child with her, explains what is faid in facred 
Hiftory of Hagar, and takes from that Severity 
which Sarah is fuppofed to be guilty of, in pro­
poling her being expo fed to ftarve in the De­
fert, no more being intended than a Separation 
from the Tent, and her going to her own Rela­
tions. The wh~le Tenor of the Story, the more 

E e - it 
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Novemb. it is conlidered, the more it will fupport this 
ConjeCture. 

The R.eward of any Infidelity, or a private 
Amour (tho' a Thing exceeding rare) is a Cudgel, 
or what is the higheft Difgrace, the Cutting off 
the Woman's Hair. 

7'acitus mentions a Treatment of this Kind, 
ufed f~r the {arne Offence, amongft the Germans. 
" Amongft a People fo numerous, fays that Au­
" thor, Adultery is exceeding rare, a Crime in­
" ftantly punifhed, and the Punifhment left to 
" be inflicted by the Husband. He having cut 
" off her Hair, expels her from his Houfe, na­
" ked, in Prefence of her Kindr~d, and purfues 
" her with Stripes throughout the whole Vil­
"!age." The Northern Indians are faid, upon 
this Occalion, immediately to cut their Throats. 
The Husband will fometimes feek an Opportu­
nity of fhooting fuch Perfon as hath done him an 
Injury, 

When the Wife or Wives die, it is ufual for 
the Indians to marry again, feldom continuing 
for any Time ·Widowers. They never marry 
in a direCt Line, as the Father to the Daughter, 
or the Son to the Mother; nor do they marry 
in the firft Degree of the Line collateral between 
Brothers and Sifters of the fame Father and fame 
Mother, 

The 
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The fole Care of the Husband, and [0 of the Novemb. 
Men in every Family, is the Cbace. The Wo­
men are to build the Tent, procure the \Vood for 
the Fire, drefs the Provifion, and when a Deer is 
killed, go, by the Men's DireCtion, to the Spot, 
paunch it, and fetch it Home. TheW omen a1[0 ret 
Traps for Martins or Rabbits, and fifh at proper 
Seafons ; make Snow-fhoes, few their Cloaths. 
and dre[s their ViCtuals: Alfo, upon a Remove, 
the Woman draws the Sled; the Man appoints 
where he will have the Tent built; they go to 
the Spot, get one ereCted againft his Return from 
Hunting; or if he is pre[ent, he never alTiits to 
build the Tent. The Wife's Attendance on the 
Husband begins from the Time of their Marriage, 
if they reude in the fame Tent. The Wives are 
never admitted to pull off their Socks, or'Shoes, 
which they wear in V.,rinter, before their Hu[­
bands, but are obliged to go out of the Tent, 
and there take them off; then they bring them in 
and hang them up to dry. 

The Infants are bred up by their refpeCtive 
Mothers; they fuck, and continue it until they 
are two Years of Age, or upwards. The 'Vo­
men make Vfe of a Craclle for their Children, 
which is of a flat Board, about three Feet long, 
and eighteen Inches broad, a Piece of thin Wood 
almoft as thin as PaCtcboard fixed upon it, about 
four Inches high, rounded at the lower Part, but 
runmng parallel towards the upper Part of the 

E e '1 Board; 



~l2 '4 v 0 Y A (; Efor tk 
Novemb. Board, to this Piece of Wood they few a Pie~e 

of red Cloth, about three Fingers broad, mak." 
ing near the Edge a Quantity of Eyelid Holes, 
Within the Space encompaffed by this Piece of 
Wood is the Child laid, put in a couple of W rap~ 
pers, and behind its Head a Cat's Skin, as a, 
Prefervative for the Child's Head, in cafe the 
Cradle falls, aDd then they pars a Strip of Deer 
Skin through the Eyelid Holes, of the Cloth, and 
lace the ChM in, fo as alfo to confine its Hands. 
The W oQlen carry thefe Cradles at their Backs, 
with the Child's Back to theirs, and~ in cafe of 
bad Weather one of the Child's Wrappers is 
long enough to pull over its Face; they take 
the Children frequently out of the Cradle; they 
go on the~r Hands and Feet before they learn tQ 
frand upright, fo crawl to the Mother for the 
Breaft, and take the Pap under her Arm, ihe 
fitting on the Ground, and working with hel;' 
Hands at the fame Time as the Child is at ~he 
:Breaft. 

They are pe~uliarly careful in Winter of keep., 
ing the Children's Feet warm with, Rabbit Skins, 
or Furr in their Shoes" and round their Ancles~ 
and alfo their Legs and Knees, and h,alf up theit: 
Thighs, with Stockings of Skin with the Furt: 
~m, or Cloth; but the Boys have only a Skin 
T ocky for their Bodies, which is open before" 
but with A rms to it;. have noth,ing 011 their 
Backfides but a Skin which paffes between their 
Legs, and the Girls have only a Frock which is. 
~lofe before, and reaches bdow their Knees. 

1;heit; 
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Their Paffion for Ornament is fo great, that Novemb. 
they do not omit it with refpetl: to their Children» 
a Child of five Months old, will have a Wire 
through its N ofe, with a Bead fixed to it; and 
Strings of Beads upon its W rifts. When they are 
paffed the Ufe of the Cradle, the Mother then 
in journeying from Place to Place carries them 
at her Back: This Ma,nner of letting the Children 
wear little Cloathing, and the Boys to be in 
Sum mer quite naked in'the T eots, is the Pratl:ice 
until they are grown up. 

They [eem in the firft Part of their Time to 
be under the Care of the Mother; they, as [oon 
as able, do little Offices about the Tent, after­
wards learn to Trap and Fiih with her, alfo 
practiCe with a Bow and Arrow at the Shooting 
9f [mall Birds, and, as they grow up, become 
Hunters and affiftant to the Family. 

This Education, how fimple it may [eem, is 
all that they want; and an[wers their Purpofe to 
procure fuch Supplies and N eceifaries of Life, 
both for themfelves and others, as they are con­
tent with; and is attained without Correction" 
for Indians never beat their Children. They 
have an extreme Tendernefs for them, equal to. 
<lny Europeans; but' do not exprefs it in fuch 
Careifes, or other Shews of AffeCtion, as is ufual 
~mongft fond Parents, efpecially to Children 
wh~n yOl,lng. They ~re docile, behave well to, 

. ~h.Q(~ 
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Novemb. thofe in the Tent with them, and ihew Obe­
dience to their Parents; and afterwards for the 
moft Part turn out in Life, regular and virtuous. 
The Indians themfdves fay, that as to the Faults 
they commit when young, they have not Rea­
[on, and, when they grow older, they win have 
Reafon, and will follow its Dictates, and correct 
their Follies. 

I forgot to obferve in the proper Place, that, 
when an Indian Woman is with Child, fue ob­
ferves no Difference, attends to the fame Fa­
tigues, and fuppofes it affifts her Labour and 
ftrengthens the Child; when the Time of her 
Delivery is, fue is attended by others, -and the 
Men quit the Tent, or the is feparated off by a 
Curtain of Moufe Skin: Their Labours are eafy, 
and the next Day the Woman will be abroad in 
the Woods with her new-born Child at her Back, 
to get her Fuel, and purfues her ufual Buunefs 
as before. 

Thefe Indians have no manner of Corn, Pulfe~ 
or Roots in ufe amongft them; probably becau[e 
they live by the Chace, which caufes a frequent 
Removal, and, being in lingle Families, have 
neither Opportunity to attend it, or Strength to 
cultivate it; for it cannot be attributed to the 
Climate; wild Corn being to be found even fa 
high to the Northward as ,Hays's IQand, by York 
Fort. Their whole SubGftance is Flefb, which 
:hey chiefly boil [0 as to let the Gravy be in it ; 

the 
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the Northern Iudians eat it almoft raw, and Novemb. 

blame the others faying, they leITen their Strength 
by eating their ViCtuals fo much dreffed as they 
do. They have now by Trade from the Fac-
tories Brafs Kettles in which they boil, other-
wife they make ufe of N ockins, which are of 
Birch-Bark, take a fquare Piece, fiafh it at the 
four Corners fome Way in, then there are four 
Sides which they can fet up, and they few toge-
ther with a Rim, rOl1nd the Top they put an 
Edge of PorcupiDe Quills, thefe they make of 
various Sizes, and are frequently to be feen in 
England. The Northern Indians, who are not 
provided with Kettles, put Water in thefe make 
Stones red-hot and put into this Water to heat it, 
and fo drefs their Meat: The other Indians alfo 
ufe them who are not better provided, fetting 
them over the Fire, and they boil Water very 
well. They have round Platters made of Wood, 
which are the Knobs of Trees hollowed and 
fmoothed, both Inude and out, with a Beaver's 

. Tooth, they have Cups alfo, with Handles made 
out of Knobs of Trees; the Purpofe of Spoons 
and Knives is anfwered by their Hands: They 
have no fixed Times of Eating, but are led by 
their Appetite. When they wanted to feparate 
the Parts of a Deer~ before they knew the Euro­
peans, they ufed Inftruments made of Bone, and 
fuarp Stones, which they faftened with Thongs 
of Leather at the End of a clift Stick, 

If 
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Novemb. Iftheyroaft their Prdvi1ion; it i$ by running a 
pointed Stick like a Skewer through it; and flick­
ing one End in the Ground clofe by the Fire; 
they eat the Entrails of all; either Fifh or Birds; 
efpecially if Provi1ion is iliort; and which they 
are not very nice in cleaning. From the Meats 
they boil they have the Advantage of the Broth~ 
which they call Sagamite, and in. Winter Weathet 
fet it out in the Kettle to freeze till it becomes, 
Ice, and fo portable Soop. 

From th~ Severity of the Winter, they draw 
the Advantage of having their Provifionfroze ; 
fa it is kept fweet, and is a ready Supplranhey 
want; though it happens amongfr fome of the 
Indians; that, fo long as they are in Poifeffion of 
any Provifion, they will not feek for more; the 
Confequence of which is,. perhaps, a Fafting for 
a Time, but this they will bear with a furprifing 
Patience, and without Complaining; and they 
have a1[0, when they cannot fucceed in Huntingj 
a kind of Referve, which is their Dogs, of which 
there are generally fome belonging t<1 every Tent; 
Thefe they kill, and a Dog is reckoned at all 
Times a.s a great Delicacy. The Way of Gaugh­
tering the Dog is; the tying the Mouth, then 
taking a ftreight Awl and prick it into the Heart l 
afterwards fingeing him, then roafting him intire, 
Entrails and all before the Fire: It is faid where 
Dogs have failed, and no Provifion was tobe got; 
there have been 'Inftances~ but thefe thought 

very 
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very extraordinary, of their deftroying their Novemb. 

Children, and of \Vives deftroying their Buf-
bands and eating them; but thefe Acts are done 
in Extremity, and throtlgh a preffing N eceffity ; 
fome Times when they can get no Provifion, they 
will live on the inner Bark of Juniper and Fin 
Trees. 

In Summer and in Spring, and when the 
Weather is not frofty, they have aWay of pre­
ferving their Provifion, by taking out the Bone; 
then parboiling it, and afterwards drying it in 
the Smoak; they will alfo fmoak-dry Fifh. 

Are never wanting in Hofpitality to each other~ 
when they come to a Tent, they will give them 
of what they have; but this Ceremony is ob­
ferved, that they never go into a Tent, though 
they are the neareft Relations to thofe who in­
habit it, as a Brother or Sifter, bpt ftand on the 
Outfide until invited in by thofe in the Tent. 

If they have great Succefs in Hunting, and 
they have Neighbours about them, then ther 
will make a Feaft, upon which a Stick is fent to 

everyone, who it is de fired fhould come; this 
is to the Men, everyone brings his Difh with 
him, they all fit down upon the Ground in a 
round, being there fome Time before the Victuals 
is ready, filling that Time with a Converfation 
of their Country and of their Travels, the Sup­
per is prepared by the Mafter of the Tent, and, 

F f when 
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Novemb. when ready, he gives it to one of the CQmpany 

to ferve out, which is a Mark of Efreem; per­
haps that Perfon gives it to :another thinking him 
more worthy of the Honour; he that ferves, 
flngs, telling them there is Provifion in Plenty, 
they muft eat heartily, and they are all welcome, 
or to that EffeCt; they then all thank him, which 
is done by expreffing the 'vV ord Oho, the u[uaI 
Thanks of thefe People. The Fat is poured 
amongft the Meat, and afterward they eat the 
Sagamite, or what it is boiled in, and eat until 
they cry out, I have enough; the Women are 
fddom invited, but they come, creep under the 
Side of the Tent behind their H ufbands, and they 
g t as much as the Men; what is left of any 
Man's Eating, it is not returned, but he carries it 
Home:: They have no Bread as mentioned be­
fore, but they have dried Deer's Fat, much af­
ter the M:.nner of Lard, which they eat as Bread, 
after the Eating, they go to Singing, and then 
put an old Man in the Middle, clearing the Fire 
away, who beats on a kind of a Drum, and then 
they go to Dancing; fometimes it is a Feaft of 
raw Meat; then, after Thanks, they take it up 
and carry it Home; they have no Liquor at 
theft Feafts but Water, or the Sagamite, which 
they may as well drink as eat; fo they cannot be 
intemperate, they knowing nothing of ftrong 
Liquors until their Acquaintance with the Euro­
peaan.r. a As to the Sagamite or Broth, wheLl 

Gideon entertained the Angel, he is faid to put 

aJudgE'. Ch. vi. v. '9, 
the 
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the Fle!h in the Bafket, and the Broth in a Novemb. 

Pot. 

Thefe Feails are generally made on no other 
Account but Plenty; they have no particular 
Days, no Commemorations, all Days are to 
them the fame, nor do they regard Births or 
Marriages, except if the Hufband chance to have 
a Plenty of Game, when he is going to take 
his Wife Home, he may make a Treat to hcr 
Friends as hath been mentioned, and before they 
go to War. 

The Feafts amongft theAigyptians were cele­
brated with great Temperance, and it was ill 
common amongft other People, as • Father La­
fitau !hews on good Authority; and it is certain 
that the Perfians, only drank Water in his Time 
according to the Account of Herodotus. Thefe 
Feafts are with that Simplicity as the reft of their 
Cuftoms; when their Bellies are full, they are 
in high Spirits. The Women enliven the Con­
verfation, they get to Singing and then to 
Dancing; there are many who have [een amongft 
politer People F eafts determined in that Manner. 

Their Singing i.s very Mean, and the Subjetl: 
ufually compofed as it is uttered, and conults of 
a few Words often repeated, which will be 
Thanks to the Party who entertains them, or 

" MoeurldeSauvagel Tom. IL P. 19" 
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Npvemb. about Hunting, or that there will be a good 

Goofe Seafon, or fomething equally trifling; anc:l 
they will all be finging at one Time, then danc­
ing; the Dancing chiefly conGfts in the Motion 
of their Feet, fturring them along the Ground, 
without any ACtivity or Motion of the Body, 01;' 

any lifting up of the Feet" the Head is inclined; 
;and they hang down their Arrps. 

The Ifraelites, after they had adored the Gol~ 
den Calf, fat down to eat and drink, and rofe IIp 
to play, that is, to dance and Gng, according to 
the Interpreters; and, we may fuppofe, it was 
after the Falhion of the Egyptians whom they 
were now imitating, as to their Idol. 

There is a great Similitude between thefe F eafts 
;and thofe inftituted by Lycurgl{s. The Manners 
he eftablilhed amongft his People were thofe of 
the Ine of Crete, who were themfelves but Co­
piers fr9m others b. At thefe Feafts none but 
Men were entertained; each contributed, but he 
who had extraordinary Succefs in the Chace was 
obliged to furnilh the Feaft with a good Part of 
his Game. Everyone had originally his parti­
cular Difh, but that was afterwards altered; and 
~he Perron who provided, diftributed, and gave 
that which was efteemed as the moft favourite 
Pieces to thofe who were moft diftinguilhable, 
~ither for their Prqdence in Councils, or Bravery 

b Herod. pb. r~ N. 7~. Mocur! de Sa'llag. f.:j(. Tom. I. 
f' ~20, 
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jn ACtion, or their Exercife in the Schools. And Novemb. 

the Declaration of the Perfon who diftributes, 
there being a Plenty of Provifion, &c. is not un· 
like that Proclamation made at the Feaft of L'Ii< 
cur,gus, of the Narpe of him who makes the Feaft, 
of the Rearon of it, and which was for him a Sub~ 
jeCt of Praife for his indefatigable Application to 

the Chace, his Readinefs to bear Fatigue, and that 
everyone was fenfible of the great AffeCtion he 
had for his Country, and his Generofity to hi" 
Fellow-Citizens, The Manner of the Indiall 
Feaft will be plainly perceived in this Feaft of 
the Spartans, with fuch Alteration as the Differ-
!=nce of Circumftance had made; but the (hong 
Lines of the other are plainly to be feen through 
all the Shading, whence they came: And as the 
Spartan Laws were copied, in Part, from the Cre-
tans, and their own Alterations confidered, it 
would not have been ftrange if thefe Feafts had 
retained lefs of what was feemingly the ancient 
l\'hnner of Feafiing, and by them urea before 
they formed themfelves into a Government. 

The Manner of the Singing, and, amongft 
the Indians, Dancing, is in itfelf mean, and not 
well to be l.lnderftood, but by either the Hearing 
one, or having the Sight of the other. Their 
Mufick is equally mean. Their Drum, or Tam­
bour, is a Skin ftretched tight over the Mouth of 
It Kettle, or any thing that will yield a Sound, 

and it is beat with a Stick. 

Father 
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Novemb. Father Lafitau obferves that, a" amongft the 
" Number of Inftruments invented, it is difficult 
" to determine which were thofe that were firft 
" inftituted; they having had various Changes, 
" according to the Times, and the Tafte of the 
c, People. Moreover, they have had different 
"Names, and they continued to give thefe 
.C Names fucceffively to feveral Inftruments 
c, which they had fubftituted in the room of the 
~, former. 

" But thofe, neverthelefs, which they figure 
.c in the Orgies of Bacchus, and the Mother of 
" the Gods, appear to be but two Sorts, of which 
" the moft ancient Authors give us any Ac­
" count. 

" The one a Kind of Tambour, called 'I'ympa­
c< num; and the other a fpherique Machine, 
" named Rhombos, upon the Account of its Fi­
" gure; and it made a Noire to which they gave 
" the Names of Crotalum and Crepitaculum : It 
" is that which Apollonius expreffes to us in that 
" PaffagE, where the Phrygians prayed to have 
" an Opportunity to eftablifh the Ufage of ap­
" peafing the Goddefs Rhea with the Rhomb, 
" and the Tympanum." 

.As our Indians agree with thefe in the Ufe of 
the Tympanum, in as near a Refemblance, as to 

• Moeurs de Sauva~es. Tom. 1. p. 204. 
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lVIufick, as they can; fo alfo they have the Novemb. 

Rhomb, which is a Kind of Rattle made of Skin, 
and fmall Stones within Side, to make a N oife, 
with a Handle, by which they iliake it. It is 
an Amufement they ufe as they fit in their 
Tents, to fing to the Rattle of it. 

The Humanity of thefe Indians the one to the 
other is great, which is inftanced in the Cafe, that 
if one of the Indians have feveral Children, fuch 
Indian will part with one of fllCh Children to an­
other Indian who hath loft his, by Way of Con­
folation, and that Indian adopts his Child, fo 
given, as it becomes in every Refpect as his own, 

They make great Ufe of Tobacco, which is 
that of Brajil, fold at the Factories; and they 
have an Herb, whofe Leaf is much like to Box, 
which they dry, then mix with Tobacco, which 
moderates the Heat of it. For want of this they 
will mix Buds of Poplar with their Tobacco. 
They have Boles of Pipes, which they make of 
a Stone, and fix a iliort Stick to it, to draw the 
Smoak by; and if they get EngliJh Pipes they 
always ufe them very iliort. It is a high Com­
pliment, and the greateft Sign of Friendfhip, to 
fmoak out of one and the fame Pipe with them. 

This Cuftom of fmoaking Tobacco, or other 
Herbs, feems to have been well known amongft 
the Ancients; but being difufed, as we may fup., 
pofe, amoogft the Greeks, as wen as amongft the 

Lati!1S, 
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Novemb. Latins, and other People of Europe, the Revivai 

of it is looked on as an entire nt;w Practice or In­
vention, or as what hath never been done before. 
Pliny fays fllfficiently to let llS know that the Pipe 
and Smoaking were not unknown in his Time; 
and that they were ufed phyfically, on certain 
Occafions. He inftances this in a Remedy againft 
Melancholy; and his \Vords are very decifive a : 

" Fimi quoque aridi, Jed pabulo viridi paflo bove, 
"ful1Zum arul1dine hauftum prodeiJe tradunt." 
The Smoak of the dried Dung of an Ox fed in a 
green Meadow, taken into the Mouth by a Reed, 
will be of great Service. "As to Smoaking, He­
rodotus, fpeaking of the MajJagetes, who dwell by 
the Araxis, they have Trees, fays he, the Fruit of 
which is of fuch aN ature, that being put into a 
Fire which they have made, and which they 
croud round, they will be intoxicated by it, as the 
Greeks with Wine, and in Proportion as they caft 
it into the Fire, fo they will be more and more in­
toxicated, until at laft they get up and fing and 
dance. 

What Herodotus fays of thefe People, Pompo­
llius Mela and Soli nus fay the fame alfo of the 
People of ,[,hrace. 

Certain People in 'I'hrace, fays PomponiuJ 
Mela, do not know the Ufe of Wine. Never­
thelefs, when they make a Feaft, they caftfome 

a Pliny, Lib. xxviii. C. 17. b Herod. Lib. 1. N. Z I L 

• PQmp. Mela. Lib. ii. c. Z, de ,[brada. 
Seed~ 



Diftovery qf a North-We.ft PajJage~ 2Z$ 
Seeds into the Fire which they fit round, the Novemb~ 
Odour of which will caufe a Lightnefs of Spirits 
almoft like to Dnmkennefs. 

d In their Feafts, fays Solin, they fit round the 
Fire, Men and W on\en, and cafting fome Seeds 
of certain Herbs therein, and which they take the 
Smoak of, thinking Dnmkennefs a Pleafure, to 
have their Senfes quite gone, as is cuftomary 
with thofe who have drank too much Wine. 

e Strabo, in his Defcription which he makes 
of the Manner of the Indian.', fays; that every one 
carried always with him a Pouch full of medicinal 
Herbs. 

What Strabo fays as to medicinal Herbs car­
ried by the Indians in a Pouch always about them~ 
it is agreeable to the Practice of the Indians, of 
carrying the Herb they fmoak in their Skippen­
Torbn, or the Bag which they have with them, 
and in which they carry their Pipe, Flin~ Steel, 
and Knife. 

It was the PraCtice of thefe Indians to fmoak 
Herbs, before they knew the Europeans, they 
having all their Tobacco from the Factories, with 
which now, as mentioned, they alfo mix Herbs. 
It is probable they had Pipes, by which they took 

d Solin. c. XI'. de rhrar;1t1lJ mOl ibm. • StralJO, Lib. xv, 

p. ~94' 
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Novemb; their Tobacco, before they had Trade with the 

FaCtory, as they have the Boles of Pipes, which 
they make themfelves, of Stone; and the famous 
Pipe, or Calumet of Peace or War, or the great 
Pipe; they have a Tafte, as the CJ'hracians, and 
the other People fpoke of, to receive Smoak up 
the N oftrils, as well as by the Mouth; not as they 
break all their Pipes [hart, but as it is a PraCtice 
amongft them to take a large ~antity of Smoak 
into their Mouths, then !hut their Lips clofe, and 
let the Slnoak to come out by their N oarHs. 

The Pipe Part of the Calumet, is two Feet 
l<>ng, made of {hong Reed or Cane, amongft 
fome of the Americans; but amongft thefe Peo­
ple, of Juniper, adorned with Feathers of all 
Colours, interlaced with Locks of Womens 
Hair. They alfo add to it two Wings of the 
rooft curious Birds they can find for Colour. 
The Head or Bole of this Pipe is of a red 
Stone polifued like Marble, and bored in fueh a 
Manner as one End is for the Tobacco, and the 
other End faft-ens to the Pipe. This is the ge­
neral Defcription of it ; but they adorn the Calu­
met varioui)y, according to their Genius and the 
Birds they have in their Country. Father Hen­
nepin, in his Account of America, tells us,_ "this 
" Calumet, or Pipe, is a Pafs and fafe ConduCt 
.. amongft all the Allies of the ~ ation who have 
" given it; and in all Embaffies, the Ambaffa­
" dors carry that Calumet as th!:! Symbol of 
" Peace, which is always refpecced'._ for the Sa-

" vage~ 
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" vages are generally p~rfuaded that a great Mif-Novemb. 
" fortune wDuld befal them, if they violated 
" the PubJick Faith of the Calumet. All the 
" Enterprizes, Declarations of . War, Conclu-
U !ions of Peace, as well as all the reft of their 
" Ceremonies are fealed, if I may be permitted 
" to fay fa, with this Calumet. They fill that 
" Pipe with the beft T obaceo they have, and then 
" prefent it to thofe with whom they concluded 
" any great Affair, and fmoak out of the fame 
" after them." 

The Calumet is very ancient, as may be judg­
ed from the Refemblance it bears to the Cadu­
ceus of Mercury, who was the Meffenger of the 
Gods, and was a Deity which the Greeks had 
from the Egyptians, and the other barbarous Peo­
ple. The Caduceus of Mercury was a Sign of his 
-being a Meffenger, and, as fuch, entituled him 
to be ufed as a Friend where·ever he paffed ; jult 
the Purpo[e of the Calumet, and the Agreement 
of the Calument with the Caducens, both in Ufe 
and Form, is almoft a demonftrable Proof, that 
they could not be the diftinCt Inventions of Peo­
ple, of thofe in America, and of thofe in Egypt, 
or other Parts. 

The Difference between the Calumet ~n:l the 
Caduceus is, the Serpents which wind about the 
Caduceus of Mercury, as is expreffed by the Greeks 
and Romans, in all the Statues and Reprefentations 
of that God, belongs not to the Calumet of the In~ 

G g 2 diansi 
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Novemb. dians; and, on the other hand, the Pipe, which 
is fo material a Part in the Calumet amongft the 
Indians, is not known to belong to the Caduceus. 
I have already obferved, that the Indians them. 
felves vary in the Ornaments of the Calumet, 
only agree in what is the moft Effential of it, 
and the Calumet agrees with the Caduceus in 
like Manner in the moft eff'ential Part, as the 
Staff and the Wings, which were all that was 
received from Apollo, the Serpents being an Ad· 
clition afterwards. 

Thefe Indians have nQ Government; every 
Mafier of a Family is without a Superior. Like 
Inftances in the earlieft Times are too obvious to 
need any Quotation. But when they engage in 
a Voyage to Trade, feveral Families together, 
in fuch a mixed Company it is neceff'ary fome one 
fhould prefide ; and alfo for them to have a Guide 
to !hew the Way. So if an Indian who is dif· 
tinguifhed for his being a good Voyager, and a 
fkilful Trader, propofes to be a Guide to go down 
to trade with the Factory; why then the other 
Indians will join him, obey his DireB.ions during 
the Voyage, while at the Factory, and upon their 
Return; but no longer does the Obligation con­
tinue. Thefe Leaders are called Captains by the 
Factory People; and when thefe Captains are 
down <1t the Factory are prefented by the Gover­
nors with a TinfeHaced Coat, much like a Drum­
met's, with a Tinfel-1aced Hat, and a painted 
Feather 6:1.1ck in it; will have Englifh Stockings 

of 
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of two Colours, and, perhaps, an Indian Shoe on Novembo 

one Foot, and an Englifh one on the other. He 
is admitted into the FaCtory, which the other In-
dians are not, and fmoaks with the Governor; 
alfo is in the Room with the Governor at the 
Time of Trading, the other Indians receiving 
their Commodities at theOutfide of the FaCtory, 
through a Window. All which Steps of the Cap-
tain's are to make him appear confiderablein the 
Eyes of his Companions; and thefe Favours they 
do not attain gratis. 

They are alfo Indians who arc: of difl:inguilhed 
lVlerir, that are Captains of Rivers; which is no 
more than that they are the leading Indian of the 
Indians about that River, or a Perfon whom the 
others confult in [nch Affairs as they think his 
Advice neceffary in ,; and they will attend to what 
he at any Time may propote, as to going in Par­
ties to Hunt, to War, Or to Trade; but he is 
without Power to enforce what he would effeCt ; 
they are inti rely free, as to any Obedience which 
he can demand of them; all he can do is only by 
the Ef1:eem which the People have for him; that 
!effened, his Authority is gone. 

Where Murder is committed by one Indian 
on another, and they of feparate Families, there 
is no Remedy, or any Way of bringing the Mur", 
derer to J uftice by publick Authority; all the 
SatisfaCtion that is taken is by a private Perron. 
a~ the neareft Relation of the iI/dian killed will 
. , fed\; 
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Novemb. feek an Opportunity, from a Bulli, to fuoot the 
other Indian who did the Murder. Then a Re­
lation of the Murderer will take an Opportunity 
to fuoot the Indian who killed the Murderer: 
The Relation of the laft killed will feek a like 
Opportunity to revenge his Death; and, perhaps, 
it becomes, at Length, general, the Men of 
both Families taking all Opportunities to deftroy 
each the other; and the Women, for Want of 
the Mens Affiftance, are expofed to the utmoft 
Hardihips to fupport the mfelves, and are often 
ftarved. The Manner of this Revenge bears 
fome Refemblance of what Cain feared after the 
Murder of Abel. 

If the Pedon killed was of one Family, or of 
the fame Cab bin with that Perf on who killed him, 
thofe of the Family or Cabbin will take an Op­
portunity) when the Indian who killed the other 
is drunk (at which Time all Indians are fuppofed 
to tell the Truth) to ask his Reafons for the Mur­
der; if he fays he did it when drunk, or can 
give a Reafon as that it was accidental, or what 
fuewed it was not the EffeCl: of his Malice, he is 
confidered in the Tent as he was before; but if 
he cannot excufe himfelf, but it appears to be a 
malicious ACl:, he is admitted frill to live amongft 
them, but in fuch a defpifed M a~ner as it makes 
the Remainder of his Life wretched; and there 
have been Infrances where they have not been 
able to bear with the Contempt, and have made 
themfelves away. a The Story of the Woman of 

a 1, Sam. th. If' 
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1'ekoa, fent by 10ab to David, to recal Abfalom, Novemb. 
when ill Exile, after the Murder of his Brother 
Ammon, thews us there was fomething of this 
Law in PraCtice among the 'Jews; that the Fa-
milies had Cognizance of thefe Affairs. She 
feigns that the had two Sons, who quarrelled, 
and, in fuch ~arrel, one kIlled the other, and 
the furviving one, file a Widow, was the only 
Child fhe had. The Relations they infifted, led 
by the ProfpeCt of the Inheritance, that the Mur-
derer fhould be delivered up to them, that they 
might kill him, according to the Right which 
they had to do J uftice in this Cafe; which 
obliged her to fly to the King, to hinder the 
Execution of their Intents, which would plunge 
her in the greateft ~I\ffiiaion, and reduce her to 
the extremeft Want. 

Since their Acquaintance with the Europeans, 
that thefe Indians could obtain Brandy, the Vice 
of Drinking is pretty frequent with them; but 
whatfoever is done by one to the other when 
drunk, even if one bites the other's Nofe off, it 
is excufed, becaufe it was done when he was 
drunk, and no Malice is bore. 

Theft is very odious arnongft them; but the 
Indians will praaife, it when they come down 
to trade, if they can; and, if detected, will be 
afraid that th~ other Indians fhould know it, 011 

Account of the Scandal. 

Befide9 
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Befides the Captains there are two other Dif­
tinCtions, the DoCtors and Juglers .. 

The Doctor affeCts, and takes Care to fee the 
Governor to fmoak with him, as well as the 
Captain does; buys a little Trunk of Medicines, 
which Trunk is filled with Sugar-Plums, SpaniJh 
Liquorice, and a Parcel of other Stuff much of 
the fame Kind,' and hath it brought out of the 
FaCtory, after him, by fome Englijh Man. The 
Doaor alfo buys Prints, which he takes Care to 
fhew as he proceeds from the F aB:ory to his Tent. 
The Indians who are not in the Secret of the Fee, 
imagine that the DoCtor is certainly a Great Man, 
for to have Cuch an Honour as an Englijh Man to 
wait on him, andfupp0fe it is all done out of 
ReijeCt to his great Skill and Underftanding. 
When the DoCtor is !hewed this Trunk, at the 
Time of buying it, he is told, this is good for 
a Cold, that for a Cut, &c. though they may be 
applied in every Cafe with equal good or hurt. 
But what they are good for, he bids his Wif~ 
to remember. 

Thefe DoCtors, if J am rightly informed, are 
chiefly called upon in chirurgical Cafes; and they 
have fome Knowledge of Plants, with which 
they will do great Cures, though, probably, the 
Conftitution of the Patient ufed to Exercife, and 
unufed to.Delicacies, may greatly contribute. It 
is this their Exercif(;: and Temperance that caufes 

them 
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them to know few Diforders; and the: moil: fre- Novcmb. 

qlJlentRemedy they ufe, when ill, is Sweating; 
wbich is performed after this Manner: 

They cut Alder, or other pliant Sticks, and 
then take and il:ick the Ends in the Ground; fa 
the Sticks form fo many Arches interfctting one 
the other, high enough for a Perfon to fit under, 
or, when upon his Knees; fometimes made large 
enough for two. Over the Sticks they put Bea­
ver Coats, or other warm Coverings, making a 
Fire at fome Diftar.ce off, and in that Fire they 
put large Stones; when thefe Stones are hot. 
they take and carry them into the Tent, and lay 
them on Sand; fo until the Tent is extreme hot. 
Ther: gees in the Patient; if a 'vYoman, in her 
Frock; if a Man, naked; and there ftays until 
the Tent cools, when they either run into the 
Water, or the Covering is flung off; and the 
Patient will fit fcraping the Swc,~r: off, all the 
Covering fo flung orr, and this ill the cold Spring 
Weather; or when j-_~ goes immediately out of 
the Tent into the Watcr, it ihall be when there 
is Ice ill it, receiving no D:l1uage. 

a Herodotus mentions the Purifications of the 
Scythian.r, who are fweated after the fame Man­
ner: He 1:1YS, "that when the Scytbians have 
" interred their Dead, they purify, as we fhall 
., mention; firil: they cleanfe the Head; as to 

, Ifmd. Lih.iv. N. 73. 

Hh ", the 
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Novemb. " the Body, this is what they do: They take 

" three Pieces of Wood, which they incline 
" one towards the other, and on the Oudide 
" they put Coverings of Felt; and they caft 
" Stones red-hot into a fmall Cheft which ftands 
" in the Middle; within fide the Pieces of 
" Wood and the Covering. " The Lacedemo­
" nians and Lujitanians fweated after the fame 
" Manner as Strabo gives us Reafon to believe; 
" the People of Lujitania, fays he, who dwelt 
" upon the Borders of the Duero, have, as we 
" are affured, abfolutely the fame Cuftoms and 
" the fame Ufages which were obferved at La­
" cedemon; they anoint themfelves with Oil twice 
" a Day, they fweat themfelves with red-hot 
" Stones, and walh themfelves in cold Water; 
" and they have but one fort of Food, living 
" with great Frugality. " 

They praCtife Bleeding, which is performed 
by taking a Knife and fcarifying the Back of the 
Hand, over a Vein, then put an Awl under 
the Vein, and lift it up free from the Skin; cut 
the Vein with a Knife, and, when it hath bled 
the Quantity they think proper, they put a Bit 
of wet Leather over it and tie it up. 

They hold in great Efteem the Rind of Pine 
Tree, or of Juniper, and alfo an Herb which 
thf:'y call TVijeaca Pucca or Bitter Herb. 

~ Straha, L. 3. 10el. 

It 
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It is an Opinion amongfl: them, that the Know- Novemb. 

ledge of Phyfick is not to be acquired, but is 
hereditary; no one can be a DoCtor but the Son 
of a DoCtor. 

As to the other Set of People be fides the Doc­
tors, which are the Juglers or Conjurers. It is a re­
ceived Opinion amongfl: the Indians ill thofe Parts, 

that there are two Spirits, one whom they call 
Manitou, to which Spirit, they attribute all the 
PerfeCtions of the Deity, the other Spirit they 
call Vitico, and that Spirit they imagine to be 
the Caufe of all the Evil and Misfortune that 
happens to them, and concerns himfelf much 
with them. Thefe J uglers pretend to an Inti­
macy with Vitico, ereCt a Tent which will jufl: 
hold them, and is {baped much like a Butter­
Churn; black their Faces, and then go alone 
into fuch Tent where they will make a great 
Variety of N oifes in imitation of Animals, jump 
about, and make a great Stir. During the Time, 
all the Indians who are near, keep a profound 
Silence, and perhaps, when the Conjurer comes 
out, he will tell them Vitico would not come, ot 
he hath feen him, and Vitico fays fo and 10, as 
to what thofe Indians want to know who hired 
him to conjure for them; which will be iome­
times private Perfons, or thofe of a. Tent, or of 
feveral Tents; if fome of his PrediB:ions chance 
to be compleated. he is then in Reputatim1; if 
not, he fuffers only in his CharaCter, but not the 

Art. 
H h 2. Thefe 
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Novemb. Thefe Conjurers, or J uglers, will alfo pretend 
that they ha~e fuch an Intereft with Vitico that 
they can get him to do particular Perfons a 
furewd Turn, and often will get Prefents from 
Per[ons whom they have threatelled, to appeafe 
them, that they may not make Vfe of their In­
tereft with Vitico to the Perfons Difadvantag~. 

Theyalfo pretend they can procure byConjur­
ing whatever they defire. One imagined himfe1f 
fa dexterom, as he undertook to impofe on the 
People of the Factory, telling the Governor of 
the Factory that he could conjure as good Brafi! 
Tobacco as the Governor [old, and appointed 
him a time to give a Proof of it, the Governor 
and two more went agreeable to it, to theIndian's 
Tent, the Indian enters the Tent naked, all but 
the Skin which paifes between his Legs, jumps 
and dances about, and with great Diftortions of 
Body, and this for near two Hours, at length 
whips his Hanel under his Arm-pit, takes from 
thence rome Tobacco which he had concealed 
there, then rubs his Hand violently on his Breaft, 
and fays the Tobacco was coming. The Go­
vernor and others who had kept a ftrict Eye 
on him, let him know they faw him take the 
Tobacco from under his Arm, upon which the 
Indian was fa much enraged, that they foort 
quitted the Tent. This was told amoDG"ft the 
Indians, but his Character was too well eftablifhed 
to have any Effect, for upon a Time after, (thefe 

Juglers 
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Juglers pretending to work Cures by Charms) Novemb. 

there was an Indian Woman very ill, the Sur-
geon of the Factory took all proper Care of her, 
but ihe imagined there would be no Cure 
effected without a Conjurer, and pitched upon 
this fame Indian for the Man, he came to his 
Patient, fucked her Breafts, her Thighs, her 
Legs, and, after about three or four Hours of 
this Application, he then [aid fhe was almoft 
cured, and foon after pulls out of his Mouth 
a Parcel of Hawks Claws and Partridge Feet, 
as many as would lie in the Palm of his Hand, 
thefe he pretended he had extracted, and that 
they were actually the Caufe of her Diforder. 
The Woman foon after recoveredo 

FINIS. 
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