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THE CHILDREN'S FUND. 

A Meeting of the Committee appointed by the Conference 
was held in the John St. Church Vestry, on the 2nd Decem
ber, 1851, pursuant to notice in the Ohristian Glt1rdial!. 

Present, Revs. S. Rose, J. Douse, G. Douglas, J. Hughes, 
S. D. Rice, and )ressrs. R. Woodsworth and J. McDonald. 

After a lengthened discussion on the Constitution of the 

Children's Fund, it was unanimously resolved that the follow
ing be adopted :-

In order to equalize the burden of supporting the Children 
of our Ministers, authorized alike by the connexional form of 

our Churche~ and the itinerancy of our Ministers, and thus to 
relieve from difficulties ofteu felt in stationiug Miuisters with 

large families to otherwise suitable Circuits, it was resolved 
at the Confer,mee held in London in 1855, that the rules 
adopted by the British Conference on this subject for their own 

guidance, should be received by this Conference, so far at least 
as they may be found to apply to our condition. 

1. That every District shall be considered to be responsi ble 

for providing within itself, and by its own local resources, the 
usual quarterly allowances for such a number of the Minis

ters' Children, as shall be found, on annual examination and 

calculation, to be fairly chargeable on the Circuits belonging 
to that District, according to the principles of proportion to 

numbers in Society. 

2. That when the number of Children's allowances, to be 
provided in each District collectively, has been ascertainrd, 
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those allowances shall afterwards be annually divided among 
the several Circuits of that District; and every Circuit shall 

be respousible for the sum so allotted to it, as its equi table 
share of this part of the general expenditure of our con
nexion, and shall be expected to fllrnish that sum by quar

terly instalments, either ont of its own regular income, or, if 
necessary, by means of extraordinary local exertions. 

3. That a1t~h in ascertaining the number of Children's 
allowances to be charged on every Di:3trict, the numbet of 
members is to be the sole principle of calculation,rt ~'s ecom
mended that in the partition of these allowances a ng the 

several Circuits which compose that District, while e num
ber of Members in each Circuit is still to be c,\nside/ed as the 

leading principle on which the division shall be ~de, the com
parati ve circumstances of the Circuits, in other respects, shall 
also be taken into the account, and allowed to modify, in rar

ticular cases, the application of the general principle of mem

bers; so that the more burdened Circuits may, RlIcfuuch as pos

sible, be relieved by others in the same District, and the whoL 
quota for each District be always raised within itself. 

4. That the sums thus charged in the District, and divided 

among the Circnits, shall be considered as constituting a sep

arate Fund, to be called the Ohildren's Fund;, and that in con

sequence of this arrangement, no allowances for Children's 

quarterage shall in future be paid out of the Contingent Fund, 

either at the District ~leetings or at the Conference ..... 

5. That two General Treasurers and a General Secretary for 

the Children's Fund shall be annually appointed by the Con
ference; and that the Financial Secretary of the District Meet

iug sh:lll :lct as Local Treasurer for the same Fund. ill that 
District during the ensuing yC:lr. 



G. That the Circuit Stewards of every Circuit shnll he ex

pcctc<l. to jJay the re;::ular allowances for Children-by quar

tnly instalments as ueual-to those Ministers st:lli,)oed for the 
time being in their Circuit, wbo are eutitled to receive sucb 
allowances, according to our existing rules. If the quota of 
contribution to the Children's Fund, be charged on that Cir
cuit according to tbe second and third articles of this plan, 
shall be less tban tbe sum whicb they thus actually advance 
for tbe children of their own Ministers, they shall be entitled 

to receive tbe dNicicnry back again, through the District Treas
urer, out of the Cbildreus' Fund. But if the quoted charges on 
that Circuit shall be more than is needed for the payment of 
the cbildren of their own ministers, tbey shall, immediately 
afLer (very Quarterly j[e"ting, remit the balance to the Dis
trict Treasurer. In all these cases, whatever sums the Circuit 
Stewards shall advance to tbeir own ministers for their Cbil
dren, according to rule, such sums shall be considered, "'hen 
duly certified to the District Treasurers as paid on behalf of 
the Children's Fund, and entered in the District account 
accordingly. 

7. That the District Treasurers shall be earnestly refjnested 

to settle their acconnts for tbe year I,ith the Stewards of every 
Circuit in their District at the Jlay Quarterly Meetings of each 

year; and to transmit to the g~neral Secretary of tbis Fnnd, 
the complete accounts of the Distritt for tbat year, in 1'('[(:r
en,;c to the 8aid Fund immediately after",.-ards, in order that 
time m:l.l' be afforded for armnging tte whole, and preparing 
them for tb~ Committee r,t tue Cunj'·"eoce. The accuunt of 

(:i'ery District Treasurer, ~l!oulJ include-I. 'lLe Dflwes [tu:l 

total number of children of ministers actually sial ionc·d in 
that District, for whom allowances are claimed. 2. TLe num

ber of allowances for children charged orr each par~icular 



6 

Circuit of his District, in order to make up the quotn. which 
was n.llotted to that District by the Committee at the preceding 
(1onference. 3. A statement, whether in his District the sums 
charged au the several Circuits for this Fund, have been more 

than sufficient, or less than sufficient, to pn.y the whole of the 
n.llowances due for childreu to ministers in that District, and 
in the former case, what is the amount of the surplus which 
he, as District Treasurer, hn.s to pay to the General Treasurers; 
or, in the latter case, what is the amount of the deficiency 
which the Gener"l Treasurers, are expected to refund to the 
District Treasurer. 

S. That the Committee of the Contingent Fund and the 

General Treasurers and Secretary of the Children's Fund, 
shall, at their Annual Meetings before or at the Conference, 
examine the accounts of this Fund for the year preceding, and 
shall make the necessary calculations and allotments for the 
year ensuing. 

9. That the said Committee, in making their calculations 
for that purpose, shall take the numbers of members in the 

Circuits composing each District, exactly as annually reported 
n.t the Conference, by the Chairman of the District, which 
shall in all cases he adopted for the year then next ensning, 
as the general lmois of all calculations affecting this Fund
because any partial attention, even in case of real error, would 
usnally be of small consequence to the individual Circuit or 
District, and could not be effected, after the general calcula
tions hrLve been once made and pni.lished, without materially 
demnging the whole vlan. 

10. That in dividing the Children·s allowances among the 
sever~Districl3, pccording to th ,. number of members, on 
the rate~bich may be annnally fa d just and necessary, 
when a fraCtionl1l number occurs, if sn fractional numher 
be one·hnJf or 1tF,wards of the whole nnm·~ which ought to 
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provide for one allowance, it 8!Jull, in every snell case, be 
reckoned as if it had amounted to that wllole number; and 
one additional child shall, for that year, be cllarged in that 
District. And if this provision shall not prove sufficient to 
make up the IOS8 which would arise from the omissiGns of frac
tiGnal numbers in the division, one allowance more shall be 
added to tllose Districts, whose fractional numbers come 
nearest to the one-half of the number fixed in tlle genernl 
ratio, until the whole numher of allowances whicll are wanted 
shall have been distributed among the different Districts. 

11. That the didsion among the Districts having heen made 
at the Conference on the plan above mentioned, the Ministers 
and Stewards of each district, assembled in the Financial 
District Meeting, shaH then proceed to determine definitely 
what part of the Children's allowances, charged on their Dis
trict collectively, shall be provided by each particular Circuit 
or JIission, and to adopt such measures as they may think 

necessary for secnring the due collection of the quotas allotted 

to the several Circuits, so that the whole may be duly r,'ceived 
by the District Treasurer, and the surplus, if any, shall re

main, after payin;:; the children then in that District, be by 
him paid to the General Treasurers not later than the Wed. 
nesday before the ensuing Conference. 

12. That the Stewards of every Circuit shall be requested 
reguhrly to pay either to the District Treasurers or to tbeir 
Ministers on his account, at the close of every Quarterly 

Meeting, whatever sum may be then due from tbeir Circuit for 
children's allowances; io order that the District Treasurer 

may, as far as possible, be enabled to make the usual Quar
terly payments in his own District, at the proper time, without 
being subjected to the necessity of large pecuniluyadvances 
on account of the Fuod. 
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13. That to prevent confusion ill the accounts of the Dis
r,id Treueu1(,rs, and for ot.her weighty reasons, it is found 
necessary to direct that lilO Ministers child bmn in the course 
of the year, (hetween one Conference and another), and not 
included in the accounts, and before the prec ng Conference, 

of the probable numher to he provided - r in that year, nor 
in the arrangements of the Finane; . strict Meeting in Sep
tember, sban have any aUowauc!'e:for that yea? from the Chil
drens' Fund; but that for every su child the Minister may 
rccei,e the regular Quarterly allowance, uring the remainder 

of that year, from the Stewards of the Cl uit to which he 
belongs. And in the case of the death of auy - those chil
dren who are provided for 1Jy this Fund, ihe parents shall be 
permitted to receiw for them the usual aHowance to the end 
of the year in which they died. 

H. That in the regular minutes of every District Meeting, 
the chairman is required to direct the Annual insertion of a 
complete and particular list of the names of all the children_ 

of ministers then stationed in that District, for whom the 
:lsual quarterage is claimed, during that year, whether paid 

by the Treasurer of the General Children's Fund, or in the 
Circuit, ~nd to the na~e of each child on the Est shall be appen
ded its age, at the May /!uartel'-day of that year; 80 that it 
wily be annually as"ertained by the compilation of one gen
eral list, not only how many children hllve claims on the 
Circuit or Fund, but also for how many years the allowance has 
been already paid for each child, and how much longer Ench 
cbild ,,-ill be entilled by rule to receive the allowance. In 

stilting the ages, the additional qnarters, if any, should be 
added to the number of years specifieu in the account. 

15> Th~ Chai,man of every ])i3lric t shall be required to sell 



tbat all the regulatious respecting the managel1lent of this 

Funil, which are detailed in the preceding minutes, be fully 

carried iuto effect in the District uuiler his ch"l'ge; "nil tbat 

he shall be held individaally respousible for the insertion in 
hi, District-minutes of the proper lists, described in the 15th 

and 16th articles of the preceding minutes, and for the timely 
transmission of them to the Committee of the Children's Fund 

daring Conference. 

Re'JOlution lI,-Tha~he Conference be reqnested to adel to 
the said Constitution f the Children's Fand, a rnle for the 
adjustment of the differ nt claims of the Mission and regular 

work, so that each dep' tment shall be made to bear its own 
expenses. 

Re:;olution III,-That the regular claimants on this Fund are 
such Children of Mitlisters as are born after their fathers bave 

been received into full connexion with the Conference and 
ordained. 

That the Cbildren of )Iinisters from the Englisb Conference, 
from affiliated Conferences, and from tbe Methodist E. C., 
U. S., who have been regnlarly ,tAAe.F IleQdo this Conference, 

which have been born after their fatbers have travelled four 
years in the regular work, sban be regular claimants upon 
payment of sach sums to the Funds of the Church as maj give 
th~m an equitable title thereto. 

Resolution rl",-All Children born while Parents, previous 

to 1855, travelled in the regular work, shall claim the same as 
regular claimants. 

Resolution V,--That an~l'Ilry excbRngc ~een the 
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members of this c~erence, and the 
c,;<, be tIle sllbjeet of ~cial rule, as sac xchangcs may be 
made. 

Adjonrned to meet the 1st Wednesday in February, 1858, in 
the ~Iission Room, Toronto, at 7 P. M. 

S. ROSE, Chairman. 

S. D. RICE, Secretary . 

. . 

C~TING~NT FUND. 

A Meeting of the Committee appointed to prepare a revised 

Constitntion for the Contingent Fund, was held in the City 
of Hamilton, ou Tuesday, December 1st, 1857. 

The following were present-viz, Revs. J. Douse, J. Mus

grove, J. Speucer aud L B. Howard, :tod Messrs. Thos. Storm 

and John McDonald. 

Rev. J. Douse was appointed Chairman, and L B. Howard 
Secretary. 

The fullowing draft of a Constitution was considered by 

the Committee, when it was Resolved, That the Secretary be 
directed to get a snfficient number of copies printed, and sent 
o each member of the Committee for their consideration, aud 

for their suggesLions, and that an adjourned meeting of the 
Committee be held in the City of Toronto, on the First Tlles-

411Y in Fobwary at 7 o'clock, P. 11. 



COPY OF DRAFT OF CONSTITUTION, &c. 

Art. 1. This Fund, ,lenominated "The Contingent Fund of 
the \\'eslcyan Methodist Chureh in Canada," is established for 
tue purpose of aiding those Circuits which have not been able 

to pay their Preachers' Salaries; for relieving cases of speda 
affliction, and for defraying extraordinary expenses incurred 

in the service of the Chnrch. 

Art. 2. In addition to the amount granted by the English 
Conference, there shall be public collections made in all our 

congregations, during the months of September and March in 

each year. Such "ppropriations also of the avails of the 
Printing and Book Esta 'shmt'nt sl1'lt..l.l be annually made to 
this Fnnd a, the Book Co itteo sh~from time to tims 
judge expedient. 

Art. 3. The Committee of the Contingent Fund, shall con
sist of Thirty Members-namely, Fifteen Ministers ~ 
.whQl3'I ehall Be the 'l'reasliFep) ehasen by the mini~~ 
~acllers of IiftesB Distti...t-~a., deai~l'l1tted by tb.8 Qel!_ 
..frJ:llPC~ end All. "¥l~l l<aIQYQ; Qf Laymen chosen by the Re

cording Stewards and Representatives at the May District 
Meetings of several Districts most contiguous to the place of 

holding the ensuing Conference, such Districts to be named 

by the"'Conference. 

Art. 4. This Committee shall meet annually at the place of 

holding the Conference, on the Second Wednesday of the Con

ference, at 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Art. 5. This Committee shall appoint nnnually from flLlOilg 

themgelv~si ~~, Secretary, Treasurer ap.d two Audi

tors. 
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1. It-';:Ylall be the d of the Chairman 
meetings mittee, and t m 
Committee, a ' also a casting te in case of an uality of 
70tea upon any stion. In th~3ence of the Ch . man, 
any member of the mittee may b~ppointed to pre)1de 

pro. tem. 

2. It shal! be the duty of the Secretary to keep a Book in 

which shall be inserted the Constitutiou and By-Laws, and in 
which he shall keep a record of the proceedings of all the 
meetings of the Committee i and to sign all orders upon the 
Treasurer which havll been authorized by the Committee. 

3. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive all monies, 
and make such disbursements as have been authorized by the 
Committee and signed by the Secretary, and to render to the 
Committee an annual detailed account of the same. 

4. It shall be the duty of the Auditors to examine the ac
counts of the Treasurer, ann nally, and present their Report to 
to the Committee. 

Art. 6. All applications for grants from this Fund shall be 
presented to the Committee by the Chairman of the District 
from which the claim is made, or by such other person as he 
may appoint to represent his District. 

Art. 7. No application for special or additional grants to 
any Circuit shall be entertained by this Commit.tee, unless 
sllch Circuit has raised during each quarter, the average sum 
of two shillings and six pence per member. 

Art. 8. No application for additional aid to Circuits, or 
3pecial claims, shall be entertained by this Committee unless 
they hav<fpa'Ssed'ihe Quarterly Meeting, and have been signed 
by the Recording Sl~ar<ts, a~d r~co01~mended by th!\ District 
Meeting, • 
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Art. 9. All applications for expenses incurred iu the geneml 
work, or for other claims not otherwise specified sh[lll be sub
mitted to the Committee iu detail for their investigation [lnd 
approval. 

Art. 1 U. A financial District Meeting consisting of the 
Superintendents of Circuits and Missions, and one Steward 
from each Circuit and Mission shall be held in each District 
in the month of September, in which the sum granted to that 
District by the Committee, shall be apportioned to the differ
ent Circuits as fairly and impartially [IS possible. __ 

Art. I!. Any Circuit which in the past year has received 
assistance from the Contingent Fund mayor may not obtain 
aid the next year, as the Financial District Meeting may see fit; 
even though the said Circuit mayor may not have been con
sidered in the appropriation made to the District hy this Com
mittee. 

A,·t. 12. One half of the amounts granted by the Commit
tee to each District shall be forTI'arded by the Treasurer to the 
Financial Secretary of such District in the month of Decem-
ber, and the balance paid over to him during the lirst week of 
Conference. 

Art. 13. The collections taken up for this Fund in Septem
ber and March shall be paid over by Superintendents to the 
Financial Secretaries of their several Districts not later than 
the 15th of the following months respectively~_ 
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REVISION OF DISCIPLlNE. 

At the last Session of t.he \'Vesleyan Conference, held in 
Toronto, June, 1857 The Committee appointed for tbe 
revision of the Discipline, were tlirected to issue a sheet COll

taining the emendations and :ldditions, which have been 
either sanctioned by the Conference, or proposed by the 
Revision Committee. The following is a synopsis of the 
revision, together with the arrangement of subjects, recom
mended for the new Discipline. 

Explanation-In all cases the word Minisler is nsed in
stead of Preacher, when it refers to one who is ordained. 
Tra velling Preacher refers to those who have been admitted 
on trial for the ministry, but not yet ordained. Wherever 
these terms occur, the verbal alterations are made to cor
respond with the above significations. 

ClIA.P. I.-Sec. 1. Articles of Religion. 
So;o. II. Order for the Administration of the Lord's 

Snpper. 
SEC. III. '1'be :\Iinistration of Baptism to Infants. 
SEC. IV. Baptism of such as are of riper years. 
HEO. V. Fortn of Solemnization of Matrimony. 
Smc. VI. Order of the Burial of the Dead. 
SEC. VII. Form anrl Manner of Ordaining Ministers. 
SRO. IX. The Origin, Design, and General Rnles of Our 

United Societies. 

The lat.ter part of rule 3rd, page 12, under the head of 
The Leader,-towards the support of the work of God,-in· 
sert instead of, "Preachers, Cburch aud Poor." 

On the same page-Drunkenness, buying or selling Spirit
uous liquors, or drinking them, unless in cases of extreme 
necessity. 
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DISTRICT lIiEETINGS. 

Page 19. Question 3. Answer, 
All the Ministers and Travelling',Preachers in the District, 

and as many Lay Representatives from each Circuit, as there 
are Travelling Ministers aud Preachers stationed on it. One 
of the Lay Representatives from each Circuit, shall be the 
General Recording Stewart, who with the other Representa
tives shall be members of their respective District Meetings 
when the financial and temporal affa.irs are under considera
tion, The Chairman in appointing the time and plac@ of 
their respective District Meetings, shall announce the time 
the Lay Representatives are required to attend. 

Page 23. 3. Early instead of soon. 

FDIANCIAL DISTRICT MEETINGS. 

Page 23. II. To apportion 1lo the several Circuits, ac
cording to the claims which they then present, equitably and 
fairly considered the amount placed at its disposal by the 
Contingent Fund Committee to provide for the allowances 
of the Minister's children, according to the rules of the 
Children's Fund, to appoint a Distl'id Treasurer of the 
Children's Fund; and to make arrd.ngements for holding 
Missionary Meetings, allowing Superintendents to provide 
for their own Circuits when it is deemed advisable. 

Page 24. Question 1. Answer. 

QUARTERLY :lVIEETINGS. 

Of all the Ministers in the Circuit or Mission, Travelling 
and Local Preachers, Exhorter" Steward" Class Leaders, 
and ODe Trustee appointed by each Trustee Board. 

3. Add-The Committee on E3timate, to report to the 
Meeting by which appointed. 
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5. To appoint all the Stewards annually at the Second 

Quarterly Meoting, fol' the ensuing year, the Superintender,t 
nominating, and the Quarterly MeGting electing them, one 
of whom or a member, the Quarterly l.Ieeting shall be ap
pointed by the First Quarterly Meeting, to attelld the Finan
cial District Meeting in September; and at the Fourth 
Quarterly Meeting, as many L'lY Representatives as there 
are Travelling Ministers and Preachers on the Oircuit or 
Mission, shall be appointed to attend the Annual District 
Meeting. 

Page 25. After Local Preachers' Meeting, President of 
Oonference, shall be inserted-To take cognizance of tac Lo
cal Preachers and Exhorters on the Oircuit or Mission, and 
to enquire into the gifts, labours, punctuality and usefulness 
of each by name. 

Page 25. Answer to Question 1. The English Oonfer
ence shall have authority to send from year to year one of 
its own, or to appoint a member of our Oonference to pre
side over this Oonference, &c. 

Answer 2nd to Question 2nd., page 25.-To see that the 
appointments of the Ministers and Preachers for the Dis
tricts, Oircuits, Stations and Missions, are made according to 
the rules of Oonference respecting the Advisory and Station
ary Committees; Provided always that no Minister or 
Preacher shall be allowed to remain mor. than three years 
successively on the same Circuit or StationXin any case, ex
cept the Editor and General Book f::lteward, the Supernum
el'ary and Superanuated Ministers, Missionaries, &c. 

CO-DELEGATE. 

Page 27, And in case of the death of the co-Delegate, 
or hi8 disqualification to perform the duties of President, t.he 
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Secretary of Conference shall call a meeting of the Confer
ence Special COlllmittee in such place as lllay be deemed 
most convenient, to appoint a member of the Conference, 
President pro tern, who shall perform the duties of the office 
until a successor is appointed. 

CHAIRMEN OF DISTRICTS. 

Page 27. Question 2nd. Answer. By the President. 
Nevertheless, an Advisory Committee consisting of one 
member from each District elected by ballot at each Annual 
District Meeting, shall be associated with the President in 
the appointment of the Chairman; and he shall not appoint 
any Minister Chairman of a District without the consent of 
a m,ajority of said Committee; and in case of a difference 
between the President and the Committee, with respect to 
any District. 

At the end of Sec. 11, page 29, add the following rule:
In case of the death, removal of the Chairman during the 
year, or his being otherwise disqualified to perform the duties 
of his office, the Financial Secretary shall call a Special 
District Meeting, and the Meeting so called shall elect by 
ballot a Chairman for the remainder ·of the year. 

SUPF,RINT.:NDENTS. 

Page 30. Add "Superintendent" after Chairman-And to 
preside in all the official meetings of his Circuit or Mission. 
and to make all nominations for the appointment of officers 
in the Cb arch. 

Page 30-10. And deliver iu such account to the Di8-
triGt Meeting, which shall be reported to the Conference, ~c., 
which account shall include the members who have been 
received by ticket, and those who are only members (Jll 

trial &c. 
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Page 31-15. Quarterly and other collections in the 
classes. 

Page 16. To see that all the public collections in aid of 
the Circuit and Connexional Funds of the Church, are reg
ularly made in all the Congregations as directed by the Con
ference. 

CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY. 

Page 38. Question 4. Ans.-After" inquiry," "Do yon 
constantly attend the Sacrament?"-Insert, Have you been 
baptized, and what are your views on Infant Baptism?-and 
at the end of the paragraph, inquire-What is your native 
eountry? 'What occupation or trade have you followed? 

Page 41. Question 1. Ans. H.-After "four years,' 
insert-Nevertheless any Preacher who may be employed in 
the work by the Chairman, previous to the 1st. of January, 
shall be allowed one year of his probation. 

RECEPTION OF MINISTERS FROM OTHER CHURCHES. 

Answer 12. Page 42.-To form a new Section with Sec. 
5. Ques. 1 & 2. Page 51,-as follows, "Of the reception 
of Preachers from the Wesleyan Counexion and from other 
Denominations. " 

Q'les. 1.-" In what manner shall we receive those Minis
ters who m 1y come to us from the \Vesleyan Connexion in 
Ellrope, ani the MJtho.list E,Jiscop.11 Chllrch in the United 
States?" 

AIl3.-If they com~ to U'l properly a0credited from either 
the British, Irish, or any Annual Conference in the United 
State" they rolY be receivet.! according to such credentials, 
pro vi Jed they give sltisfctctioll to the Confe~ence of their 
willillgn~ss to COliform to our Church government and 
usages. 
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Ques. 2.-IIow shall we reeeive those Ministers who may 
otr0r to unite witil us from other Christian Churches, or any 
seceding body of Methodists? 

Ans. 1. Those Ministers of other iEvangelical Churches 
or other bodies of Methodists who may desire to unite with 
our Church, may be received according to our usages, on 
condition of their bking upon them our ordination vows 
without re-impoaition of h:1l1d" giving satisfaction to a com
mittee composed of the Chairman of the District and two 
other Ministers of the Di8trict Medting, and to the Confer
ence of their being in Oders, and of their agreement with 
us in doctrine, discipline, government and usages, provided 
also that the Conference is satisfied with their gifts, grace 
and usefulness. 

Ques. 3.-How shall we receive Preachers of other Evan
gelical Denominations, or any seceding body of Methouists 
who are not in order? 

Page 42. Ans.-They may be received as licentiates, 
provided they give satisfaction that they are suitable persons 
to exercise the office, and of their agreement with the doc
trines, discipline, government anu usages of our Church. 
The Chairman and any two Ministers (members of the Con
ference,) of the District, within the bounds of which such 
Preacher may be travelling or resident, are authorized to 
act as a Committee on behalf of the Conference to admit 
him into our Church, and he may be employed until tbe en
suing Conference; and if he be recommended by a District 
Meeting, he may be received as a Preacher on trial. 

RECEPTION OF MEMBERS FROM OTHER CIECUITS. 

Page 65. Sec. 5. Ques. 3. Ans. 4.-Private members 
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in connection with other Evangelical Chnrches, 01' any sece
ding body of ~[ethodists, who make application for admis
sion into our Churc!:!, may be received by the Preachers on 
the Circuit as members without the usual term of probation. 

ON TRIALS. 

Page 56. Ans. 3.-After "accused by,"-insert, 'fhe 
Presiuent, co-Delegate, Snperintendent of Missions, or Chair
man, &c. 

Page 59. Ques .. 2 Ans.-When charges are preferred 
agail1st any Local Preacher, the accused and his accuser 
shall respectively choose two Local Preachers or official 
members of the Circuit or Mission, (but should either or 
both of" them refuse, or neglect to select themselves of such 
commtttee, then, in such ca~e, the Superintendent shall have 
power to appoint them), a.:d the Preacher in charge, shall, 
with the members of the Committee so chosen, try the ac
cused PreMher; and they shall have authority, if he be 
found guilty, to admonish, reprove, or suspend him, till the 
ensuing Quarterly Meeting, when the whole matter shall be 
determined. 

Sec. 1 or 2.-0n trial of Local Preachers. Between 
5 & 6, insert-Ques. 2. What shall be done in cases of im
proper teachers' worus and actions? 

Aus. The person so off<lnding shall be reprehended by the 
Minister or the Superintendent Preacher having ch~rg(;l. 

SllOnld a second transgression take place, on,3, two, or threa 
f,lithfll\ friend;; are to be taken as wituessB3. If he be not 
carell, be shall be then tried at th8 next L')c.11 Preachers' 
Meeting or Qn'~rterly Boa:.-d of the Circuit, and if found 
guilty and impedtel1t, he shall be expelled from the Church. 
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Ques. 3.-What shall be done when a Local Preacher lllil5 
in bnsines3, or contracts debts which he is not able to pay? 

Ans.-Let the Superintendent Minister appoint three judi
cious members of the Church, inspect the accounts,contl'acts 
and circumstances of the supposed delinquent; and if, in 
their opinion, he has behaved dishonestly, or contracted 
debts without the probability of paying, he shall be suspen
ded until the ensuing Quarterly Meeting. 

LOCAL PREACHERS' MEETING. 

Page 56.-Introduce a question-Who shall compose the 
Local Preachers' Meeting? 

Ans.-All the Ministers, 'rravelling and Local Preachers, 
and Exhorters of the Circuit or Mission. It shall be re
quired of all Local Preachers, before fully received, to give 
satisfaction to the Local Preachers' or Quarterly Meeting, 
as to their acquaintance with the subject of Scriptural and 
Wesleyan Theology. The following questions shall be pro
posed:-Have you faith in Christ? Are you going on to 
perfection? Do you expect to be perfected in love in this 
life? Are you groaning after it? Do you sincerely and 
fully believe the doctrines of Methodism, as contained in our 
articles of Faith and as taught by Mr. Wesley in his notes 
on the New Testament, and volumes of Sermons? Espe
cially the following leading ones :-A Trinity of Persons in 
the unity or the Godheart ; the total depravity of all men 
by nature in consequence of Adam's fall; the atonement 
made by Christ for the sins of all the human rac~; justifi
cation by faith; the direct witness of the Spirit; the pos-
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sibility of falling feom a state of jn~tifica tion and holiness, 
and perishing everlastingly; the absolute necessity of holi
ness both in heart and life j and the proper eternity of future 
rewards and punishments? Will you endeavour fully and 
faithfully to preach them?-(Disap. pages 39 & 40.) 

BAPTISM AND THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

Page 61. Chap. 4. Sec. I.-Incorporate Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper in one Section. 

Ans. I.-Either omit entirely, or add the following pro
viso:-Nevertheles3 no minister shall be required to adminis 
ter the ordinance by immersion, who entertains conscientious 
objections to that mode of Baptism. 

Quest. 1. Are all young children entitled to baptism ? 
.f.lnsw. We hold that all children, by virtue of the uncon

ditional benefits of the atonement, are members of tne king
dom of God, and therefore, graciously entitled to baptism; 
but as infant baptism contemplates a course gf religious in
struction and discipline, it is expected of all parents or guar
dians who present their childron for baptism, that theluse 
all diligence in bringing them up in conformity to the word of 
God, and they should be solemnly admonished of this obli· 
gation, and eil.rnestly exhorted to faithful~ess therein. 

Ques. 2. What is the relation of baptized children to the 
Church? 

.f.lnsw. We regard all children who have been baptized, as 
placed in visible covenant relation to God, and under th e 
special care and supervision of the Church . 

.!lnsw 3. Whenever they shall have attained an age suffi
cient to understand the obligations of religion, and shall give 
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evidence of desire to fiee from the wrath to come, and to be 
aved from their sins, their names shall be enrolled in the lists 
of probationers j and if they shall continne to give evidence 
of a principle and habit of piety, they may be admitted into 
full membership of our Church, on the recommendation of a 
leader with whom they have met at least six months in class, 
by publicly assenting before the Church to the baptismal 
covenant, and also the usual questions on doctrines and dis
cipline. 

lnthe chapter on Trials, the following directions are ad
ded:-If any Minister or Preacher shall have contracted 
debts which he is not able to pay, let the Chairman appoint 
three judicious Ministers or members of the Church, to make 
the necessary enquiries into the circumstances of the sup
posed delinquent, and if, in their opinion, he has behaved 
dishonestly or contracted debts without a probability of pay
ing, let him be reproved, suspended, or disposed of as the 
committee may judge expedient, until the next ensuing Dis
trict Meeting. 

Page 71. Chap. 4. Sec. lO.-lnsert, and of insolven
cies fl.nd the settlement of disputes. 

Qnes. I.-Incorporate before the Leltders' Meeting-Who 
shall preside on the trial, and eause exact minutes of the 
evidence and proceedings in the case to be taken. 

Page 72. Ques. 5.-And the Preacher in charge shall 
present exact minutes of the evidence and proceedings of the 
trial, to the Quarterly Conference, from which minutes the 
case shall finally be determined. 
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