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I N TR o 

P·OLITICS admit of two grand divifions; firf1:, the politics of 
THINGS; and, fecondly, the politics of PERSONS. The firH: is of 
univerfal benefit, and can never be too much difcuued; the latter 

too often degenerates into PARTY; not, however, to the exclufion of 
ufeful reafoning. The Author of the prejent State 0/ Europe has given 
us an admirable example of this better part of perfonal politics. An 
hundred thoufand writers have exhibited the dark fide of the object. In 
the POLITICS OF THINGS, we have many authors who have done 
honour to their country; Petty,-Davenant, - &c. 

The[e writers abound principally in facts; the knowledge of them in 
all the variations of which they are [ufceptible, cannot but be of great 
importance to the collective interefts of every country. It is neceffary to 
make a diftinCtion between a people colleClively andJeparately confidered; 
the colleCtive interefts are politics; the feparate ones, the private affairs 
of individuals. The politics of a kingdom require a certain revenue for 
public expences; and as the private affairs of individuals are, in a great 
meafure, dependent on the ftate of the public, the intereft of each is 
mutual. It is therefore of confequence to every individual, that the col
lective body of the flate be rich and powerful enough to rnaint.ain its inde
pendency; and to defend, fecure, and proteCt all its members in the 
variety of intercourfe which is necefiary among neighbouring nations. 

The complicated political interefis which the numerous improvements 
and refinements of modern times have given rife to, are all founded, and 
depend on, REVENUE. In luxurious ages, money doe3 every thing. Is 
a kingdom rich? An affirmative to this query includes every thing. 

The eafe of rai:fing a fufficient public revenue is the great objeCt of 
ufeful politics. A gentleman at London, who lives in an excellent houfe, 
well furnifhed; keeps an equipage, and is attended by the [ervants he 
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chufes; his table is good, regular; he is well, and, if he plea[es, ele
gantly clothed; and, befides thefe circumfiances, enjoys fuch luxuries as 
he pleafes, confiftently with his fortune. Now, fays [nch a gentleman, 
What is it to me whether the foil in Cornwall is well or ill cultivated? 
In vlrhat am I the better for the manufaCtures at Manchefier, Binning
ham or Sheffield, flouriihing? Vvhat intereft have I in the profperity of 
trade with countries I never heard of? If the fanners, manufa{l:urers, or 
merchants, gro'N rich, ihall I have a ihare of their profit? Or if they 
Harve, am I to :fl:arve with them? "\Vhat therefore are the interefls of 
agriculture, manufactures and commerce, to me? Or how does the 
population. of England affect my purfe? Is it a doit the heavier for our 
having ten millions of fouls, inftead of five ?" 

Novt, without entering into a particular inquiry concerning the con
ne8:ion of the income of an individual with the general interefis of either 
agriculture, manufaO:ures or commerce, though probably it would be 
found intimately connected in all cafes; I {hall confine myfelf to the public 
revenue alone. A certain revenue is at all times [0 nece{fary, that it mlffl 
be raifed; and if not with eafe, with difficulty and oppreffion. Revenue 
is raired on income; the greater the latter, the eailer is the former levied. 
Income flows from agriculture, manufaCtures, and commerce. The 
eafe of raifing the public revenue is therefore in direCt proportion to the 
quantity of income. This fiate of the cafe therefore, at once an[wers the 
gentleman's queries. Suppofe him a landlord; Of <[ubat zife to me the 
prqfperity of trade? Let the quefiion be changed; OJ <[viJat zUe to land
lords, the raifing !<[vo or three millions in cltjtoms? If this revenue fails, 
it mufl: be made good by land-tax and excifes. SUI)pl)fe him a merchant; 
Of what good to me is the flourijbing 0/ 7:wnufcchr::s? Excifes bring in 
four millions a year; where would our merchants profit be, if they were 
added to the cuHoms. Thus the circle goes round; income in general 
carries the burden: whether that income is fifty millions, or five hun_ 
dred, the cafe is the fame; if the five hundred drops to fifty, the bur(L:n 
of five hundred will fall on fifty. No man therefore, whatever his bufi
nefs, art or profeffion, is uninterefied in the profperity of any thing that 
adds income to the fiate. A merchant at Berwick is benefited by the 
improvement of wafte acres in Cornwall. A man~lfaC:l1rer at Exeter has 
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an advantage from commerce at Glafgow. A phy:Gcian at York is the 
better for a tailor's income at Salifbury. -The Exchequer fiouri{hes from 
the profit of all. - It is therefore of univerfal confequence, that INCOME 

increafes. Agriculture, manufaCtures, and commerce, are the thre~ grand 

pillars; confequently, improvements in them demand the greatefl: atten
tion. 

But before a thing can be improved, it mufi· be kno'"Lvn. Hence the 
utility of thofe publications that abound in facts, either in the offer of 
nevy, or t1-1'~ eluc:::"lation of old ones. This utility has been my aim 
throughout the following papers. I have endeavoured to lay before the 
reader the beft account of the fubject whereof I treat, that I have been 
able to obtain. A vaH: number of valuable particulars on thefe fubjeB:s are 
fc:attered through numerous volumes. I have drawn them all into fingle 
points of view, and given the averages of all the variations. Such a me~ 
thad cannot yvell fail of di.fclofing the truth, or at leaft more fatisfaCl::ory.' 
particubrs than moft 2,ccounts~ feparately taken. 

I am encouraged to venture my labours to the public eye, by the omif
:Gons or other writers.-No book at prefent in the Englifu language gives 
us the fiate of agriculture, manufactures and commerce. No writer has 
drawn into one view the multifarious [craps of intelligence in any of thefe: 
fubjeCls. 

The reader is therefore de:Gred to overlook the rafhne[s of attempting 

all; efpecially if he finds in cJeh fome ufeful faCls which he did not pofiefs 
before. 

The particulars of which thefe ilieets confift, were thrown together. at 
many various times. They were begun fome years ago. In the courfe of 
the political part of my reading, as I met with faCts that appeared ufdu], 
I minuted them UDder refpeC:ive heads. This prar.'lice I continu:::d until 
I found my papers of a bulk that fmprized me. I then. n:vif:::d J.l,d com
F1TCcl my intelligence. I found~ in many ini1,:r;ces, aCCOl1l''.ts of the fz\~De 
thing~ that varied much; produCes, manufaemres, imports, exports, &r. 
repreD:nted by different writers with :much vari:ty. Vlhcn none of the 
accounts appeared to be fuch as required rejeCclDg, I cD.lculatecl the aver-

ages 
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ages of all. In other cafes, when I was extremely de.Grous of rendering 
accounts complete~ I have been forced to have recourfe to many authors; 
and fupply from one what was deficient'in another. But that the reader 
may every where know my authority, I have referred to every volume 
and page ufed. 

The fiate of the Briti:fh colonies demanded a particular attention; and 
I flatter myfelf the reader will in this work find a more particular account 
of their agriculture, fiaples, manufaCtures, commerce, popula tion, Im
ports and exports, than in any book hitherto offered to the public. 

CON-
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Of the natural Advantages and Difadvantages of the 
BRITISH DOMINIONS. 

THE S E particularly refpea, 

I. Situation. 
2. Climate. 
3. Extent. 
4. Soil, and its ProduElions. 
5. Rivers and Ports. 

SEC T. I. 

Of their Situation. 

T HE BritHh dominions confift of Great Britain, Ireland, and divers 
colonies and fettlements in all parts of the world: there appears 

not any juft reafon for confidering thefe countries in any other light than 
as parts of one whole. In a too common acceptation of the above title, 
the European dominions are only meant; but the Irifh might as well 
be thought foreigners as the colonifis: indeed the connection behveen 

o Great Britain and the latter is more intimate than with the former. To. 
obviate therefore any objedions which might be formed againft a partial 
and incomplete view, the cleareft method is to confider them all as form
ing one nation, united under one Sovereign, fpeaking the fame language t 

and enjoying the fame liberty, but living in different parts of the world. 
Nothing is more common than to talk of nine or ten millions of Britifh 
fubje8:s (the fuppofed number in thefe two iflands) and five millions of 
Spaniards: but why are not the North Americans to be included in one 
total, and the Spanifh colonifis in the other? Such difiincbons are by no 
means juft. 
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The, fltuation of the Briti{h dominions is moil: undollbtedly ad'van':' 
t<lg-C0US in a velY high degree. The European territory being in[ular~ is 
a Gleffing of the greatefi and moil: ihiking value; for without recurn ng 
to the cOllnedion betvvccn that and a naval pow'er, the benefits of pre
f:::rving a national charaa~r,-of beii':g more free from_ th~ dev~ftat~0fo1 0: 
land wars than any contmental terrItory can be,-ot belllg 10 (hfl:lll'~[ 
hom other nations, that the g-overnment may, in a multitude of inihnces,. 
be' conduB:ed i'n a· more fiearly, determinate, . and cheaper manner, than in 
countries otherwife Ii tuated:. thefe and many other advantages attend 
an iDand, in whatever part of the world it may be Iituated, provided it 
be of Iize fuHi.cient to contain a nation numerous enough for felf-defence. 
Thefe circnmfl:ances are almofl:: equally advantageous- in obfcure ages, or 
thofe of commerce and luxury; but tIiere are many others which are 
particularly relative to the latter .. 

In times when trade multiplies the conveniencies and filperfluities of 
life to [uch a degree, that all the produB:ions of one clime become neeef-. 
[aries in a. thoufand others; the fitLlation of a. country acquires a new· 
relation to the interefl:s of its inhabitants; there are the interefis of com
merce: thofe territories which are fo fituated as to command the greateft· 
variety of productions which neceffity or luxury renders ufeful, and at the 
fame time enjoy the eafiefl: communication between each other, pouefs in: 
this refpect the befl:: fituation.; and', unlefs fome peculiar obfl::ruCtion arifes. 
from government, national charaEter, or fome other fource, will likewife· 
~ommand, the greatefl coinmerce. A few infiances will heft explain this 
matter" 

The Spaniih do~ni~1ions ~re the hefl:: fituated of any in every refpea~. 
but that of the prznczpal bemg a part of the continent. They are the· 
on1y people that pouefs a chain of territories around the globe, which 
might have a continued, free, and, [peedy communication from aIle to, 0 

another; and this fuperiority refults . from their American ports in the 
~outh Sea, apd their iilands in the midfl: of it. It is true, they make, 
karce any ufe of thefe advantages, hut the reality of their exifl:ence is 
neverthelefs the fame. No other people can fend a ihip around the world. 
that can touch a~ '[0 ~al:y neceJIary ports of their own; nor ought we 
to forget that thls cham IS every where compofed of cOI'lfiderable links. 
It is true, a ~re~k appears between Spain and the Philippine iDands; hut~ 
the eommUl1lCatlOn by the we,fl: moft certainly anfwers, every purpofe, of: 
cpmmerce, I 

But 
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But if we except the infular fituation, and a commercial chain of ter
ritories, and {peak only of the fituation of a principal dominion confider .... 
able enough to maintain numbers {ufficient for defence againft all in
vaders, the tract of country comprehended under the names of the 
Arabias and Turkey in AJia, exceeds all others. It is every v1here {ur
rounded by {eas, except the line of divifion between that and Pedla, 
drawn ihaight from the Perfian gulph to the corner of the Black Sea, 
and the {mall neck of land which conneCls Afia and Africa. This fitua
tion is incomparable: As a part of the continent, it is more advantageous 
and compact than any other; and, were it an iiland, it would exceed in 
fituation all other iflands. By means of the Mediterranean, Red, and 
Black Seas, it has a prodigious fine communication with Europe and 
Africa; its fouthem coaft opens directly upon all the countries of the eaft ; 
and the gulph is equally advantageous for a communication with Perfia; 
and the fineft fituation for both empire and commerce in the world. 

The fituation of the Britiili dominions, though not equal to that of 
the Spaniih, is greatly advantageous. All the northern parts of Europe 
are immediately open to the ports of England and Scotland, and the 
fouthern ones to thofe of Minorca and Gibraltar. Ireland, and the 
fouth-weft parts of England, bear immediately upon North America; 
on the coaft of Africa her fettlements are confiderable; St. Helena lies 
advantageoufly for an Eaft India voyage; and in the Indies itfelf the 
Britiili dominions are fecond to thofe of the Du tch, and of vaft im por ... 
tance in themfelves. Thefe dominions fully enjoy a quick communica
tion from Europe to the eaft and weft; but when arrived, there is none 
from the one to the other: the only point in which Spain is fuperior. 
The French are greatly inferior, in the want of ports and colonies of con
fequence on the continent of North America; of confiderable fettlements 
in the Eaft Indies; and of a fufficient extent of coaft Cllt by ports in 
Europe. The Dutch in the Eaft Indies -)\t are fuperior; greatly inferior 
every where elfe. 

But the great and material point remains: A continental territory of a 
moderate power in land armies, may be attacked, and if not conquered 
by a fuperior one, at leaft involved in a multitude of miferies; and in a 
variety of circumftances, no conduCt, however prudent, will be fufficient 

* One great point of the Dutch fuperiority in the Eail: Indies, is the near neighbour~ 
hood of that vail: fouthern continent which will one day make fo great a figure in the 
world: an advantage, although not ufed, yet evidently rtal. 
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for preventing fueh evils. In the quarrels of bigotry, ambition, or folly, 
fuch a territory may be forced into a part, and find itfelf defolated by 
war, without a poffibility of efcape. But how different is the cafe with 
an i:f1and! if the fituation in other rdpeCts, and the government, be 
favourable to commerce, a great trade may be raifed, and a navy formed 
and fupported. \Vhen once this is effeCted, nothing is wanting but pru
dent management in the adminiftration to keep entirely clear of all the 
quarrels and wars that fpread defolation around her. If a potentate be 
ever fo powerfnl by land, of what confequence is it to the i.Oanders? He 
muft become fo by rea before they can have reafon to fear his menaces *. 
But this advantage can never attend any continental territory. No people 
fo connected with others can have any tolerable fecurity but in extremely 
formidable armies; and it would be a very eafy matter to point out from 
hiftory, how vain fuch a dependence has proved, chiefly from the fchemes 
of ambition, not defence, which fuch armies occafion t. A nation not 
numerous enough to keep up powerful armies, po:ffeffes fcarcely any 
fecurity;. whereas in an i:f1and, five millions of people may be perfeCtly 
{ecure, though not twenty leagues difiant from a potentate at the head of 
thirty millions of fubjeB:s. The continental nation is infecure with all her 
foldiers, and {he cannot render herfelf otherwife with the mofl numerous 
fleets: whatever efforts ihe makes, nothing can give her a quarter of the 
fecurity which an infular fituation alone confers. 

It may be aiked, where is the infular [ecurity, 1f a continental neigh
bour become~ fuperior by fea? In anfwer to this, it is only neceffary to 
obferve, that no earthly advantages yield alfolute fafety; infomuch that 
we cannot efiimate any thing bl..1t by comparifon. In the cafe here flated, 
the fuperiority of an ill and yet remains evident:- fuch more powerful 
potentate cannot poffibly carryon an offenuve war againft his Wand 
neighbour with the fame eafe as againft a continental one ~ only fmaU 

* La France peut tr::m(porter fan artillerie vicrorieufe devant to utes Ies places d'Alle
magne et de Hollande; l'Angleterre ne craindra 1a France tant Gue la marine Francoife ne 
fera point it craindre. /lvantages et Dcfov. de la France et Grande Bretagne, (,;fe. p. 8';. 

"r " Coml1'1e Ifie," Cays M. d'Angueil, fpeaking of Great Britain, " poiTedant line 
" etendue fuffifante de terres fertiles, eJle a pu renoncer a l'efprit cle conquete et n'a point 
"' etc tmtee d'ajollter a [on contillent des terres qui auroient ete ilfa bienfeanc~: difpoiition 
.. f~vorable a re[pri~ de. commer.ce, m3~s e~core a fa Iiberte et it fa tranquilite: Ia conHitu
," tIon {e con{erve dlffiCllemcot lans alteratlOn dans un etat doot les bornes s'etendent C011-

"iideroblement. (Ceci fo;t dit fans application a nos poffefEons en Amerique, oui font des 
" acquiflti'Ons de commerce plut6t que d.es conquetes." Aval1t(1gfs et D1av,7;lt(1ges de fa 
Frarzce et Grande Bret(1gne, f.:j c. p, 7C;~ 
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armIes can be tranfported by fea ;-fupporting them is infinitely more 
difficult; nor can the fi1l7 of war [pread as it does on the continent. 
Add to this, every offenfive fhoke depends on the winds, tides, and fecu-
rity from the adverfe fleets. But if we confider that there are only two 
fpecies of fecurity, the one againfi invafions by land, and the other againi1 
thofe by fea; and that a continental territory mufl: be deficient in one~ 
Yvithout reaping any benefit or fafety from the other; and, on the contrary, 
that an iDand is neceffarily and abfolutely lecure againft armies, with a 
probable ability of being the fame againfl: navies; the clear fuperiority of 
the latter muft be apparent at once.--PowerfuI armies [pring up like 
mu:fhrooms in every foil, but formidable fleets can only be built on the. 
foundation of a vafl: trade; a fabric not commonly found. \JVhat a 
ftriking advantage therefore is the infular fituation! Without even the 
defence of a navy, a neighbour's power by land cannot offend the happy 
inhabitants of an iiland; he mua raife a commerce, command numerous 
failors, and build fleets of ihips, before his army can be wafted to its
fhores. How different with a continental neighbour! A general receives 
his inftruClions, and in fix hours the grim fiend of war fpreads defolation 
and terror in the country of the unfortunately :fituated enemy. 

In refpeB:, however, to the Britiih dominions, it mufl: be allowed, that 
it is only the European iflands which are bleHed with the fecurity of the 
infular fituation. The American colonies and the Eaft-Indian territories 
.are parts of a continent, and fo far liable to attacks from enemies more 
powerful by land. I fpeak not of the improbability of fuch attacks in 
America; but the fituation remains neverthelefs open to them. 

If we combine in one view the feveral circumftances of {ituatio!1J fuch 
as fecufiey, national character, convenience of government) commerC'::~ 
{ye. we {hall 5nd that no people upon earth enjoy fuch advantages as the 
Britiili nation. Some may be fuperior in one quarter of the giobe, fame 
in others: in refpeEt of the chain of colonies, Spain may be {upe! lor; 
in the Eaft Indies, the Dutch; but every circumftance included, non~ 
will be fomid on the vd101e fo truly complete ole. 

I/; VVere Sp~in and Portugal one kingdom, and feparatecl by the rea (rom France, thi£ 
circum fiance, added to the advantages already mentioned, would render it the: gre:itdJ: 
monarchy upon eu:h in re(pea of lituation ; but all the b!effin"s cf £itua:iol1 v,oC-'ld noi 
be pO'Ner~f'-11 enough to balance the ill effe3:s of (uch a mine as f)otoli. In D~,int cf fi,~ua~ 
tion, with rtfpcCl: to the {urrounding parts of the globe, Madagafcar is the fi;-l1 inanci upon 
eart:1; 2d, Borneo: 3d, Java and Sumatra: 4th. Japan; ~th. The Britifh ines: 6lb, 
Cuba. There an, the only ones large enough to fupport an ;ntire nation; but if clip-I;HC 

produ8ions, or the fuperiority of Europe to the other qparters, beconlJ.dered) the kal~ 
would be very diL-fcr'::nt, 
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SEC T. II. 

OJ their Climate. 

T-_- H E c1imate of the Britiili domi;"ions is circumftanced in the happieil: 
manner pollible. That of the principal in the northern part of 

the temperate zone, gives that vigour and robufinefs of body which is 
neceifary to render its inhabitants, phyfically fpeaking, more power.ful 
than any dependent colonies which :fhe might plant in hotter countnes. 
A colony from a people living in a very hot climate, tranfplanted into a 
cold one, would in a few ages infallibly :fhake off the yoke of the mother 
country. The inhabitants of the torrid zone are nearly dependent on 
thofe of the temperate: a few colonifis and fetders from colder regions 
fpread over that fiery country, command it around the whole world. 
The Chinefe underfiand trade better than any other Indian nation, and 
therefore have efcaped better. Befides enjoying vaft territories in the 
temperate zone, they make ufe of the forces raifed in the latter to defend 
the provinces fituated in the former. The Great Mogul, wanting thefe 
advantages, is a defpicable potentate, even to an European company of 
merchants. Were the productions of Perfia, and the Turk's dominions, 
.as valuable as thofe of Indoftan, thofe countries would be overrun in the 
fame manner. Again, in America the heat of climate had the fame 
.effect; the variations of heat and cold were felt as exactly as a thennome
ter could tell them in the courage of the Indians: the North American 
ones, in fpite of the fuperiority of fire-arms, made a furious defence, 
cut off all the fett1ers feveral times, and preferved their liberty to this 
day. Not one nation was deftroyed; a circumftance not only owing to 
the humanity of the Englifh being fo fuperior to that of the Spaniards, 
(for had the Indians been weak as women, we may readily fuppofe they 
would have been fafe) but like wife to the difference between the courage 
of thofe nations; the Mexicans and Peruvians were :fheep in the paws of 
wolves; their climate formed them fo. Nay, this {hong effect of cold 
?n th~ .courage of mankind i~ fo invariable, that a fmall tribe of people 
mhabltIng a range of mountaInS fituated even in the torrid zone are able 
from the vigour of their bodies, and the courage of their ~inds t~ 
difl:inguiib. themfelves infinitely above all the £lothful inhabitants' of 
the hot furrounding plains. From whom did Alexander and Kouli Kan, 

U1 
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in their expedititions againft India, meet wirh a repulfe? From the 
Affgans, a tribe of mountaineers. A remarkable faCe, awl ,,\Torthy of 
refleCtion, that the contraft between heat and cold fuoulcl twice be fo 
:fl:rikingly apparent in the fame fpot, and with fo many intervening 
ages i:t. __ But to return: 

The climate of the Briti£h iDes is peculiarly happy: it confers all the 
vigour and courage above mentioned--(glorious foundations for Britiih 
liberty to build upon !)--without being fo intemperately cold as to 
leffen the comparative value of the earth's produCtions. And the infula,r 
fituation has a fine effea in improving the climate natural to the latitude, 
the winters being much lefs ievere on that account, than in the fame 
latitude 011 the continent, thus enjoying the benefits of a wanner fun, 
without any of its ill effects t. 

\~.Tbcn commerce becomes neceffirry, the inhabitants of weIr-peopled 
countries fend forth colonies to fettle in others. As to thofe which pro
ceed merely from. too great numbers of people at home, not much autho
rity is to be placed in their hifiory; it is at beft very fufpicious t. Here 
we need only {peak of thofe which arife from views of commerce, and 
the acquifition of riches. \\Then colonies are planted with that defign, 
the inllabitants of fuch a climate as the Britiili iiles, if tIley aCt prudently, 
fettle countries which produce the commodities moft ~uaJlted at home; 
and fuch mufl: neceffarily be the product of difFerent climates. If we 

% Ces paYs fertiles font des plaines, au I'on ne peut rien difJjuter au plus fort: au (e 
{oumet done a lui; et quand on lui eft foumis, J'efprit de liberte n'y f~auroit revenir; les 
biens de la campagne font un gage de la fidelite. Mais dans les pa'is de montagnes on peut 
confervir ce que l'Gn a, et l'on peu a conferver. Laliberte, c'eit-a·dire, Ie gouvern~ment 
dont on jouit, efl: Ie feul bien, qui me rite qu'on Ie defende. Elle regne done plu", dans Ies 
pals montagneux et difficiles, que dans ceux que la nature fembloit avoir plus favori[es. 
L'EJPrit des Loix, V. I. B. IS. C.2 .. 

t The paffions of mankind overturn all the order of nature: it could never be intended 
that the inhabitants of one zone fhould ravage and enflave the other at their will; nor that 
a certain factitious attendant of cold, called the courage of mankind, ihould ever come in 
play; for the moment it does, blood and difcord are the efFeCts at once. This fingle cir
cumf1:ance is fufficient to prove', that nature knows no [uch quality as courage; it miles 
merely from vanity and opinion. 

t We are told the Chine[e are the moit populous of all nations, inromuch that they are 
obliged to expofe their children; but we do not find they fend colonies on that aeCOtlnt to 
the great {outhem continent, which they might eafily do, and are better aC'~uainted with it 
than we are. But this fiory of their being too populous defcrves butlitt].~cre.dit. 
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take a view of the [cattered Britiili dominions, we {hall find in them all 
the climates of the kno'w1Z world. They extend from the line to the 
north pole, and of cour[e might produce all the commodities common to 
the globe, unlefs a peculiarity of foil was difcovered to be neceffary to 
fOIi1e. To efiimate, therefore, the comparative merit of the climate of 
colonies, it is only neceffary to compare it with that of the mother country. 
If they are the fame, or nearly the fame, the colony is ufelefs; if entirely 
different, highly valuable. It is apparent from this remark, that there 
mu{l be a great difference in value ,between the Engliih colonies, from 
variation of climate. 

SECT. III. 

Of their Extent. 

T HE extent of a country is a point of very great importance. Inde
pendency is a moil valuable bleffing to any people; and if a nation 

was to inhabit a very fmall tract ofland, :fhe would for ever be in danger 
of conquefi. This matter is worthy of a little confideration, as the 
Briti:fh, i:fles are fo fmall in comparifon with roof!: of the neighbouring 
countnes. 

The fmalIefr territories which either have been, or are at prefent diftinCl: 
from the neighbouring ones, are 

Scotland 
Ireland 
Portugal 
Denmark 
Swi:fferland 
Holland 

27,794 fquare miles 
27,457 
27,85 1 

14,418 
12,884 

7,546 

The~e are ~ome important obfervations t.o be made on this little table. 
1.'-11' b,:t ,Scotland a?-d Ireland have contmued (but with fome interrup
tIOns) ~~1~1[l: countnes; and yet Fom~ of the,m are much.1efs than either 
of the .L)nuili ones. The reafon IS eVIdent; It was for want) in part, of 

* The union of Denmark and Norway was not till 137 6, 
6 a national 
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a national charaCler and language; which was particularly the cafe with 
Scotland, and likewife, infolTle degree, the fame with Ireland, with the 
additional circumfi:ance of being divided into feveral kingdums. Portu
gal, which is nearly of the fame fize, has been but jufi: able to preferve 
her independency; and in this cafe the points of language and characler 
come again in play. The difference between Spain and Portugal in thde 
refpeCls is not thong. Denmark, more than any of the refi:, has been 
connected with different neighbours. Swiilerland has, and in all proba
bility will, preferve her independency, on account of her fituation, which 
is fo rugged and remarkably fi:rong. Holland, which is yet lefs, is kept 
alive, as an ingenious author fays, "by the medicines of flate policy." 
It may be called an independent country; but truth is fi:retched to admit 
the expreffion; for her being as a difi:intl: people depends abfolutely on 
the permiffion of her neighbours: anyone of them could at once convert 
their High Mightinefs into lowlinefs *, were it not for the affifi:ance of 
other powers; and this weaknefs exifi:s, notwithfi:anding prodigious popu
loufnefs, and a vafi: comrrietce. , 

From thefe circumfi:ances it appears, that an independent territory mufi: 
confift of a greater extent of country than thefe, or poilefs fome other 
peculiar advantages; fuch, for infl:ance, as the rugged rocks of SwiiTer
land. Sicily, an Wand, and very near as large, as SwiiIerland, has, ever 
fince the time of the Romans, followed the fortune of Italy. As to 
the divifions of Germany and Italy, notwithflanding their fize are excep
tions for being parts of a whole, the inhabitants having the fame cha
racter, fpeaking the fame language, &c. 6,c. changes in the fovereio-nty 
often happen, without being confidered as revolutions of national b im_ 
portance. 

England itfe1f, though contammg 49,450 {quare miles, figures very 
poorly in point of fize with the other countries of Europe. But the 
united dominion of the two iflands, with the prodigious advantage of 
their languages and characters being more alike than thofe of any two 
nations totally difiinB:, forms a national independency, fo firmly fixed on 
the fureft foundations, that none in Europe exceeds it. 

* Je dis que cette republique n'a aquis ce titre (puiJfance) qu'a la faveur des inten::ts poli
tiques de I'Europe. La Hollande, malgre res richeiTes, eft un etat pr€caire. Los InttTits de 
1(1 France mal mtmdus, Vol. 2. p.273. 

c 
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The detached parts of the Britiih dominions in- refpeC1: of extent, are" 

prodigiolls: The North Arne'riean colonies are alon~ fuppofed to' con-
tain, by different accounts, from I,600,000 fquare mlles to liJ~wards ?f 
2,000,000, and by others nearer 3,000,000;' befides the Weft Ind~a 
ii1ancls, and the fettlements in the Eaff Indies; tracts of lands fo prodl
o-ions, that there are few countri.es in the world equal to them. Indeed' 
h d this van extent of the North American colonies is by no means an a -
vantao'e in itfelf; for all the benefits refuiting from colonies vvould pro~ 
teed in a much fecuTer manner fl"om others of much lffs iize; and:' 
efpeciaIly as fuch a vafl:part of tliem'is in a climate which can produce 
but little that is wanted in Britairk 

s· E C T~ IV", 

Of their Soil and Produ[fions~ 

T' R'ESE are points of verygreat importance; for in many cafes 
, the very being of a people, depends on, the 'productions of their

fbil. Thofe of the Britiili ifles are chiefly corn, 'cattle, lead, tin, & c. 
fuch as tend to the maintenance of a numerous people, and yield them 
plenty of employment. Univerfal experience proves that fuch products 
are to be efteemed infinitely beyond diamonds, gold and filver: Mines or 
[nch rich commodities are only found in the torrid _zone ; that is, in the 
territories of people unable to defend them. But were they to he found, 
arnidft·, the mort· courageous people, . there is' great reafon to believe they 
would change the charaClerifiic of the nation; this has been nearly the: 
cafe with Spain fince fhe poffefTed herf~lf of the Indies. But lefs valu
able, although more neceffary produCtions, conduce t<) induftry and labour, 
employ greater numbers of people, and keep fueh people more virtuous. 

A mofl: fenfible modem author expreiTes himfelf on thIS fubject with 
great jufinefs ; --." Th,e foil of Switzerland, in general, is, perhaps, 
th,at very fort of fOIl, whIch a f?ber, fenfible, induihious nation ought to 
wl:fh for. , I t pours not forth, ltS, vegetable productions fpontaneoufly; 
but there IS a force of nature In 1t fufficient to produce o-reat return if 
virtue and diligence are the cultivators. The fagacious Machiave1 fe;ms" 
~o think ,that a ri,ch f~il tends to leffen the induftry of people that inhabit 
It; and If a nation lIke that of the ~witzers is contented with the por-

5 ~n 
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tion of land it enjoys, and meditates no future acquifitionsof territory, 
then a tract of a earth which yields its produD:ions with Jome d~!JlcllltJ~ 
will, in the long run, make its inhabitants a vvealthy, happy, and power
ful community.-A. rich foil eafy to be cultivated, n<:tturally inclines 
the inhabitants to indolence and remi£fnefs: And hence it is that travel
lers of the beft fenfe have remarked that the caufe of there being fo 
many favage nations in America, is the fertility of the earth, and the 
vaH fupplies of animal food without care or trouble." He then quotes 
from Burnet, that the country of the Grifons, who have almojl: no jail at 
all, is well peopled and they live at their eafe, whereas LombardY1 the 
finef!: in the world, has nothing but poverty and beggary over the whole, 
and then goes on~" Thus in Portugal, where the foil is richeR (as on 
the northern banks of the Duero) there the inhabitants are pooreH.
Nature, with a fmall variation of more or lefs, has been almofl: equally 
bountiful to all her induflrious children in all places. I lay fome firers on 
the word indufirious, becaufe it is evident that the richefl: foils in them
felves, if the cultivator is indolent and unattentive, do not always pro
duce the largeft and beft crops. In this fenfe let us compare England and 
Sweden with Italy and Louifiana, and we ihall foon find that the [cale 
preponderates in favour of art and labour *." 

The foil of the Britiih iiles is fuch as this moil ingenious author gives 
.a due encomium on : It will, in point of fertility, bear no comparifon with 
the greatefi part of Europe: But this deficiency is (as here proved) no 
inconfiderable excellency: The foil of Spain is fo rich, that its huiband
men raife the brightefi and firmefi wheat in Chrifiendom, and yet have 
no idea of defiroying weeds, and fcratch the ground infiead of plowing 

. it t: But com pare the Engliih and Spaniilihuibandry---\Vhat a contraft! 
The Spaniards have fcarce ever a fufficiency of bread. 

The foil of thefe kingdoms is, upon the whole, what would be con~ 
ildered in all the fouthern parts of Europe as very indifferent, England 

'* EfTays on Hu{bandry, p. 74, 7~, 76. 88. That gr(:at genius M. de Montc:quieu faw 
like wife the effeCts of foils with peculiar penetration: Les paj's ne font pas cultives en raifon 
de leur fertilite, mais en raifon de leur libert€; &:Ii l'on Jivife la terre par la penCee, on rna 
etonne de voir la plupart du terns des deferts dans fes parties les plus fertiles & de gl<anJ9 

peuples dans celles ou la terre femble refuCer tout. De L'Efprit des Laix, V. J. p. ?92. 
Edin. Edit. And in another place, La ih:rilite des terres rend les hommes indufl:rieux, {obres, 
endurcis au travail, courageux, propres it 1a guerre; il faut bien qu'ils k procment ce que 
Ie terrain leur refufe, p. 393. 

t EfTays, p, 83' 
c z and 



12. POL I TIC ALE S SAY S. ESSA Y I. 

and IreTanc1 contain vaft traCls of what her own inhabitants reckon bad; 
and Scotland vafHy more. The medium of the three is fuch a foil as 
requires moft unremitting diligence to render fertile in any confiderable 
degree: We ought not therefore to conclude that it is more peculiar to the 
produClion of corn than that of our neighbours; but this feems to be 
the miftake of an author, who on many fubjeCts abounds with fenfible 
remarks. He fays, "Trees are known by their fruit, and land by the 
corn and gra[s it produces, which are the fruits of the earth; and in 
which no part of the world that we have {een exceeds England and Ire
land. Both the thong and loamy foil, and moifi climate, equally contri-
bute to produce the greatefi plenty of thefe neceifaries of life, which are the. 
fupport both of man and beaft, and on which all others depend. This is like 
the foil that is more peculiarly adapted to wheat, the trade in which the
French, for that rea[on, will find themfelves very much mifiaken in their 
expeCtations of getting from England. There is but one pays de beauce 
in aU France, but there are many fuch in England. Even the poorer and 
fandy lands in England frequently have a loamy fand at bottom, and as 
what we have feen called a clayey foundation in other countries *. 

According to this opinion, the greatefi quantities of wheat f'hould be 
produced on the beft foil, which is an abfolute contradiction to thefaCls 1 
juft quoted from the Eifays on Husbandry. This mO,ift foil, let it be as 
rich as it will, is nothing to indufiry; it would therefore be a mofl: ridicu
lous prefumption to depend upon the goodnefs of our foil for keeping the 
corn trade from the French; for mofi aifuredly we thall find our mifiake
if we let that nation exceed us in indufiry: It is not the want of a good 
foil that has hitherto kept their huibandry back, but the oppreffion their 
laws and conftitution are upon the indufiry of the huibandman. If this 
fa1-r:e moift foil is fo peculiar to wheat, how comes the Spanith wheat to 
weIgh buthel for buthel ten pounds more than the Englifh t. Indeed the
idea of our foil being peculiarly good for the production of corn and: 
grafs., is abfurd in ano~her ligh~, as ~~ofe vegetables are univerfal growerss_ 
provIded they are cultIvated WIth dIlIgence and {kill t. And wheat fuc
ceeds no where better than in Chili, in South America. 

I have infified thus much on corn, as it is by far the ~ mofl:important~ 
product of all others.--It is that ,vhich maintains the maR: people, and: 

* Prefent }late oj Great Britain and Nort/; America, p. 8 r. 
t The difference is as 73 to 63- EjJavs on Musbandrv p. qQ' 
t Tb 8 - . , ,/ , , .;' 
-,- ., 9· 

renders 
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renders fnch people the moil independent *. But befides corn, the Bri
tiih Wes are extremely happy in the mines with which they abound. 
Thofe of iron might be confiderable, if neceffity obliged the working 
them; the importance of this commodity needs no enlarging Oil.. Thofe 
of copper, lead and tin, are of great confequence, and the latter a mono
poly; but none of them are perhaps of equal value with thofe of coal; 
for by means of fuch vail plenty of this kind of fuel, the lefs quantity 
of fire-wood is necdEuy, and of courfe the more land is applied to the 
production of corn: This is an advantage not equally boafied by any. 
country in Europe; and in France the want of it is fo heavily felt, that 
fevere laws are made againfi decreafing the quantity of land covered with, 
wood, which is neceffarily a bar to the raifing plenty of corn. Wood is 
the worfi crop a foil can fupport, for it is not only ufelefs in the point of 
feeding people-but at the fame'time employs fcarce any; grafs employs 
but few, but then it feeds· many. What a prodigious beneficial produc
tion therefore is coal! which yields an opportunity of converting fuch, 
vail tracts of woods into arable lands t; 

It may not be amifs to obferve likewife in this place, that mines of fuch 
bulky and little comparatively valuable commodities, as I have jufi men-· 
rio ned, are by no means open to the objections fo rationally formed againft 
thofe of precious fiones, gold andfilver. The former yield no fuch com
pendious method of becoming rich, but employ a numerous body of hardy,. 
Elaring and valuable men, to dig up their products; many more in the 
carriage and manufacturing, and when the whole procefs is completed~ 
the return of profit is far from being fa great, as to {pread fuch, a [pIrit of 
indolence as univerfally attends the fuperior produce of more valuable 
mines t., 

The foils and productions of the detached parts of the Britiili domi"" 
nibns, are as various as the climates in which they are fituated.; but the 

* In refpellof cattle there are none peculiar but iheep, the wool of which is found fo,' 
much fuperior to that of many other countries: This product employs vail: numbers of 
people, but perhaps not many more than an inferior fort would. But this is doubtful. 

J 
t It furely is needlefs to except timber, the immenfe v<llul'.! of which in relation to a navy 

muil: be obvious, and will be treated of in another place. 

t, Saltis.lik7wj[e a moil- valuable produCtion, it being (In thefe ages atleafl:) a ncce[{ary 
of Me, which If not produced mufl: be bought. And laf1ly, the [tas which enclofe thefe 
ifiands are richly flared with Ihoals of infinitely precious fi!h.· What vafl: multitudes of. 
Heople nearly fubiifro.n herrings! it is our fault they are not of our own catching, 

value 
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value of them can only be eftimated with a view t? their u[ef~lnefs in a 
commercial light; for the European iilands producmg every thmg necef
fary for the life of man, the ,colonies were planted for Fuper~uous com
modities, which muft be procured by trade of other natIOns, If not pro
duced at home: The American dominions wiil in this light be found of 
infinite confequence. The Weft India Wands produce fugar, rum, .coffee, 
and a lOllg train of moft valuable et uteras. The fouthern contmental 
fettlements, rice, indica, cotton, {ilk, vines, hemp and flax, 6-·c. The 
middle ones, tobacco and iron mines; and both the laf!: a vaf!: -variety 
of prodigioufly valuable timbers of all kinds. Further north, I fay 
nothing of the foil *, but the fea is filled with an inexhauflible treafure 
in the cod fifh t. If we take a view of the whole earth's productions, 
we £hall find none of confequence beyond thefe mentioned but fpices and 
tea, both of which there is the greateft reafon to believe might be pro-
1:luced in fome of the above named American dominions t. 

It is not nece:lfary to examine here into the diverfity of opinions rela
tive to particular parts of thefe American dominions, which are mof!: 
,proper for the beft productions; all accounts agree that they are to be 
produced in vaft quantities in them, however they may vary in other 
re[peCls. 

It may be afferted, without the imputation of a paradox, that the 
detached parts of the Britiili dominions are of infinitely greater advan
tage to the principal than thofe of Spain; but at the fame time it mufl: 
be confeffed, that the inferiority of the latter is owing to the poifeffion of 
,their mines; were it not for thefe, their American dominions moft undoubt
e~ny might, under proper regulations, be of ~qual, at leaft, if not fupe
nor benefit. I lay [ome ftrefs on the regulattons, as the contraft between 
the climate of Old and New Spain is not fo ftrong as between the Briti:fh 
ifles an? fome of the Bri~i~ colonies, from whence it refults, that greater 
precautIOns and more polItical management are neceifary with the former 
than with the latter. Nor are the fettlements of the French, Portuguefe 
or Dutch, to be compared with the Britith ones, in point of foil and 
produC1:s.-1 but touch on this fubjeCl: at prefent as it will be treated 
more particularly hereafter. ' 

'* The fur trade is too inconliderable to come into this lill:. 
t The Eafl: Indian and African fettlements are not thofe of agriculture, but merely com

Fne.rce. 

:j: "It wil,l be neceffary to fpeak more of thefe, when the improvements of which the colonies 
are iufceptlble are treated of. 

SECTo 



SECT. V. POL I TIC ALE S SAY S. 

SEC T. V. 

OJ their Ri'ver~ and Ports. 

D URI N G the firLl ages of the world, w bite mankind were 
contented with the mere neceffaries of life, an eafy carriage was 

of no great importance: The implements of huibandry and a few handi
craft trades were all the materials they wanted to move. Food their 
granary and flocks fupplied. Their garments were of their own fpinning 
and weaving, and their houfes built with the timber which grew neareft. 
Nothing but inftruments required any carriage. But when commerce 
arofe, and the wants of mankind multiplied, exchanges between coun
tries became common, till at 1aft the vail fabric cncreafed to its pre[ent 
immenfe magnitude. 

In this age none but inconfiderable branches of trade can be carried on 
by land carriage; the expences of which are fo great, that no manufac
tures or product will fupport them. From this circumftance arifes the 
neceffity of navigation: Every other advantage that can be named will 
not make arp.ends for the want of this. The Britifh dominions, beyond 
a doubt, exceed, in this refpect, the whole world. Great Britain, from 
the fhape, muft neceffarily have a vaft extent of fea-coaft; and fortunately 
that coaft is almoft every where interfeCted by admirable ports; infomuch 
that there is not a village in the ifland above feventy miles from fome oue 
of confequence enough for the exportation of every kind of commodi
ties; an advantage unknown to moft cQuntries. Ireland is on every fide 
futrounded by the beft havens in Europe. Nor is it alone in ports that the 
Britifh illes are fo remarkably happy; in refpeCt of rivers they are no lefs 
-diftinguifhed. An inland navigation extends throughout both the i:flands, 
fo that there is fcarce a town but what ftands on a navigable river; the 
advantages of which _ are infinite to exportation. 

The other countries of Europe are very much inferior to thefc iilands 
in refpeCt of navigation; none of them have fuch an extent of fea-coaft 
-Done fuch a plenty of good ports in the coafts they have '\<.. Spain 

* Sir William Temple, fpeaking of the fuperior force of the welt winds caufing t11e heaps 
I!)f [and which block up the Dutch ports, [ays-" This I pre[ume is likewi(e the natural 
rea [on of [0 many deep and commodious havens found upon all the Engliili fide of the 
Channel, and [0 few (or indeed none) upon the French and Dutch: An advantage (eeming 
to be given us by naturl'!, and never to be equalled by any art or expence of our neighbours.'" 
'lVorb, Folio, Vol. i. p. 44. 

poffelfes; 
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poireffcs a ~ery ext~nded coafi ",:ith many. ~ood havens, but not to be 
compared 1Il any Clrcumfiance wlth the Hotd11 HIes. Italy ~as yet more 
coaa, but her ports are inferior, and her genera~ fituatlOn a more 
local one. France, in thefe points, ranks below Spam, and there are no 
-other territories, in thefe refpeCts, worth naming. 

Nor are the rivers of thefe, or any other country in Europe, equal to 
'thofe of the BritiHl iilands, if we confider them merely as the means of 
an eafy tranfportation of commodities: In refpett of length and breadth 
many exceed them, but the {hape of thefe iiles render a fmall river as ad
vantageous here, as a large one when the courfe mufi be muc~ longer. 
It may be faid the Danube by far exceeds the Thames; granted, m length 
of conr[e; but it is not of an hundredth part of the confequence to Ger
many that the Thames is of to England: "Vithout infiancing the Thames, 
there are many fmall rivers in England, Scotland and Ireland, that anfwer 
all the purpofes of navigation into the very heart of the country, as well 
as much larger ones could do: this great advantage refults from the 
narrow ibape of the iiland. The figure of France, Spain, Germany and 
Poland, prove at once, that were their rivers ever fo eafyof navigation, 
-the freight of commoditie5 from their interior parts mufi be three, four, 
and five times as heavy, as from the mofi central parts of the Britifh 
liles. 

Such unequalled advantages derived from nature, are of prodigious con
feguence to every thing that depends on art: Every commodity that re
qtiiresany carriage either for home confumption or exportation, are 
moved at a flight expence; and the benefit of this will be apparent if we 
conllder~ha~ bulky commodities are exported to vafi profit, particularly 
corn, which 1S colleCted from all parts of a country. Likewife all manu-
faCtures are by this means tranfported at a very fmall expenee. . 

B,ut it is not 0r:ly the pr.incipals of the Britifh dominions that enjoy 
thefe a~vant~ges.m a fupenor degree; the detached territories are equally 
happy 111 thIS gIft of nature. North America (if we confider the vail: 
fize of the continent) is. watered by far better than any part of the globe. 
The number of great nvers and fecure havens with which it is inter
feCled, is indeed amazing. From Newfoundland to the Capes of Florida 
good ports are no where wanting, and in many parts extreme fin~ 
ones. The traa of fea-coafi, one continued haven in VirO'inia and 
':'I.~ 1 d· b· 'b lVlary an , IS to e matched 111 no part of the world. The prodigious 

6 
territory 
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territory which ftretches along this coaf!: for above two thoufand miles, 
'-were it inhabited by fifty millions of people, they need in no fpot of it 
be in want of a quick navigation. The rivers which )vater the inland 
country are in fome refpeCts fecond to none in the univerfe; for though 
,the river Amazon exceeds the Miffiffippi and St. Lawrence in fome par
ticulars, yet .in many others it is exceeded by them. ~he MiHiffippi is 
,of longer courfe, and its branches water a greater extent of country. 
The navigation of the St. Lawrence and the great lakes is immenfe; the 
Ohio which flows almoil acrofs the Britifh territory is one of the finefl: 
in the world; add to thefe the infinity of inferior ones, which, fmall for 
America, would be capital in Europe, and this country will be found to 
be fuperior to the whole world in ports and rivers. 

The nature of fuch a territory requires an advantageous navigation; 
for without it it would have been ufelefs to any European nation: Colo
nies ought to fubfifl: entirely on their agriculture, the produCtions,heing 
in general bulky commodities, would not repay the expence of cultivating, 
if water was not every where to be had. A truth no where more ap
parent than in the fugar iilands, where it will by no means anfwer to 
plant even fo valuable a crop without this advantage; and which is the 
·chief reafon why more land is not cultivated in Jamaica. 

The colonies of no other power are fo happily watered as the Britifh: 
neither thofe of the French, Spaniards, Portuguefe, nor Dutch. It is true 
that South America contains the greatef!: rivers in the world *, but with 
this advantage, that country is not a tenth part fo well watered as North 
America, in refpeCl: of inland navigation, and the benefit of good ports; 
it is extremely deficient in the latter, and vail tra0:s are without any river 
at all. 

The navigation of the Britiili territories in the Eafl Indies is equal to 
all the purpores of that trade; and commands more important rivers than 
any other European power in thofe parts. . I cannot however difmifs 
the fubjeCt without remarking, that by means of our fettlement at Sene-

* It matters not whether the MiffiBippi, the St. Lawence, the Rio de Ja Plata, or the 
-Amazon is the greateft river,-it is not important to the purpofe of navigation. That of 
the Amazons is however [uppo[ed to he the firft of rivers. But <luere, whether it does not 
,chiefly owe its [uperi<>rity to being navigated by M, de la C0!1Jarliine? 

D val o , 
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gal, we likewife nearly command the navigation of the greateft river in 
Africa; and which runs through, in all probability, the rich eft countrie& 
in the world. 

Having :fketched thus far the advantages thefe dominions have 
received from nature, I :!hall in the next place examine thofe which 
depend on art, and the very firft of thefe is the conftitution of the 
government, from which refults almoft every thing that follows. 
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Of the Confiitution of the B R I TIS H Do MIN ION s. 

T HIS fubjeCl:, of fuch great importanc"e to all our brethren, has 
been treated of by fome of the mofl: capital pens the nation has 

produced; it would therefore ill become the author of thefe iheets to 
attempt a minute examination of every particular relative to it: A work 
of this nature would be incomplete, if the fubjeB.: in general was omitted; 
it is therefore neceffary to £ketch a concife view of it, with an eye as 
much as poffible to avoid unneceffary repetitions of what has been ad
vanced by others. The fubjeCl: will not be divided improperly in the fol
lowing manner: 

I. General View of the prefent Liberties 0/ Mankind, and thofe of 
Britain in particular. 

Q. Of the RepreJentation of the People, 

3. Of the RepreJentatives. 
4. Of the Royal Authority. 

5. Liberty refulting from the Harmony of the whole, 
6. Of the Duration of the Co1!flitution. 

SEC T. 1. 

General View of the prefent Liberties of Mankind, and thcfe ~f Britain 
in particular. 

I I B E R TY is the natural birthright of mankind; and yet to take a 
_" ..-J comprehenfive view of the world, how few enjoy it! "\Nhat a 
melancholy reflection is it to think th~t I?-0re that nine-tenths. of the 
fpecies ihould be miferable Haves of deipotlc tyrants! Let llS Vlew the 
globe and examine the faa. 

The 
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The Iargefi *" part of the world~ viz. AGa is by the beft accounts defpotic 

throughout: Anarchy may rule the wandering Tartars and Arabs, but their 
numbers are very [mall. Here we fall at once on the mof!: numerous body
of people in the world in a f!:ate of £lavery. Africa comes next, and what 
mifery involves that vaH country! Liberty only exif!:s at the point of one 
Cl.pe, an exotic plant of European growth, un-lefs we exhibit the Hotten
tots as the only fpecimen of African freedom! In Europe itfelf, what a 
diil1roportion between liberty and £lavery! Ruffia, Poland, the chief of 
Germany, Hungary, Turkey, the greatefl: J:3art of Italy, Spain, Portugal, 
l<'rance, Denmark and Norway. The following bear no proportion to > 

them, viz. The Britif1n i£les, Sweden, Holland, Switzerland, and the 
Germanic and Italian frates. And in America, Spain, Portugal and, 
I"'rance, have planted defpotifm; only Britain liberty t. 

On the whole, what a trifling part of the globe's inhabitants enjoy 
what all, by nature, have a right to! How infignificant is the number of 
thofe who poliefs this greatefl: of all bleffings, compared to the unhappy: 
tribes that are cruelly deprived of it! The inhabitants of the world are_
fuppofed to amount to about 775,3°0,000 of fouls, of thefe the arbitrary 
governments command 74I,800,000, and the free ones only 33,580 ,000 i_, 
and of thefe few fo large a portion as I ~h500,ooo are fubjeas of the 
Britiih empire +. 

lI! The proportion between the quarters of the world is given in a clear manner by Dr. Camp
?eIJ: " If we (u!-'pofe the whole habitable world (known, he doubtlefs means) to be divided 
Jl1to three hundred parts, Europe will contain of thefe twenty-feven' Alia one hundred a-nd 

Af' . h - " one; flea, elg ty-tWCi; and America, ninety." Preftnt-State if Europe~ p. }'3. 

t The Dutch in America an,; too inconuderable to mention. 

=!: Many objections ~ay be made to fome of the following particulars, but! copy it here 
for the fake of proportIOn. 

Great Britain and Ireland 
Frarice 
Spain aI'h Portugal _ _ 
Italy and Mediterranean Wes 
Germany _ 
United Provinces 
Aufiriim Netherbnds 
SwiiTerland and Geneva 
Sweden 
Denmark and Norway 
Rullia - _ 

Carried forward 

10,100,000 

18,400,000 

I r ,000,000 

6,800,000-

20,600,000 

3,200,000 

1,500,000 

3,100,000 

3,300,000 

3,7°0 ,000 
17,000,000 

98,7°0 ,000-

Hungary 



SECT. I. POL I TIC ALE S SAY S. 

The contr;a between the liberty enjoyed by the Britifh nation, and the 
arbitrary power under which [0 great a part of the world at prefent groans, 
rs not only very firiking, but of all the (pecies of political liberty known, 
none is [0 truly deGrable as that. The {ubjeus of republics are gene
rally governed with no {mall feverity*, and univerfally labour under the 
mifery of the executive authority being lodged by'turns in the hands of 
certain individuals who are naturally prone to tread too much on their 
fellows: Iri arifiocratical repnblics the people are Daves, and, perhaps, of 
the worfi: [pecies. But the executive part of government lying in a mixed 
monarchy in the hands of the king, and he poffeffing no other power but 

Brought forward 
Hungary 
Poland 
Turkey in Europe 

Europe 
Afia 
Africa 
To America this writer gives 160,000,000, which muf!: 

over the truth, I iliall call it but 
be~ 

F R E R. 

Britain 
Say a fifteenth 0f Germany -
Holland, SwiiTerland and Geneva 
Sweden 
Britifh America 

IO,ICO,OOO' 

1,3°°,000 
6,300,000 

3,3°0,000 
2,5 00,000 

10,000,000 

98,700,000 
5,000,000 

3,200,000 

18,400,000 

125,300,000 
45 0 ,0('0,000 

15 0 ,000,000 

50 ,000,000 

Free Indians, fuppofe 
Total --- . 33,5°0,000 

SLAVES 74 I ,800,000 
The Tatter three and twenty times as numerous as the former. 

'* A flight {hoke in a celebrated modern author, will give us a tolerable idea of liberty at
Geneva, which is commonly reckoned fo very free a republic. Tranfportons maintenant 
M. Wilkes a Gencve, difant, ecrivant, imprimant, publiant contre Ie petit confeil Ie 
quart de ce qu'il a dit, ecrit, imprime, pub lie hautement a Londres contre Ie gouvernement, 
la cour, Ie prince. Je n'affirmerai pas abfolument qu'on l'eut fait mourir, quoique je Ie penfe; 
mais furement il eut ete faifi dans l'inihnt meme, & dans peu (res grievemcnt puni.-
And adds by way of note, La loi mettant f\.1. ,\;Vilkes a couvert de ce cote, il a fallu pour 
l'inquieter prendre un autre tour; & c'ef!: encore la religion qu'on a fait intervenir dans (ette 
2-ffaire. And obferves, Chez vous (the people of Geneva) Ia puiilance du petit confeil eft 
abfoJue a tOllS egards; il eit Ie minifire & Ie prince, la partie & Ie juge tout-a-la-fois: if 
ordonne & il execute; il cite, il faifit, il emprifonne, il juge, il punit lui-meme; il a la force 
en main pour toute faire; tous ceux qu'il employe font irrccherchables ; ilne rend compte de fa 
conduite ni de la leur a perfonne; il n'a rien it craindre du legii1ateur, auque! il a feul droit 
d'ouvrir la bouche, & devant lequel il n'ira pas s'accufer." Lettres £Crites de fa !liontagne; 
Dmvres de RovjJeau, VoJ. ix. p. 330-332. Such is republican liberty! 

what 
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w hat is given by the people, this evil is at once 'Prev~nt~d. ~nd in what
ever other points the comparifon is made,. the fupenonty wlll be fo.u~d 
to refide infinitely on the fide of the mlxed monarchy, or the Bntlfh 
confti tu tion. 

\Vhat ought to be the fentiments of this nation, ?~rini? the prefent and 
future ages, on this remarkable and moft generous dIfhnCtlO? ! None fU,re1y 
but thofe of the warm eft gratitude to Heaven for bleffing m fo peculIar a 
manner thefe happy kingdoms 1 none but the moft ardent tribute of ever
lafl:ing praife to the fteady valour of our patriotic anceftors, whofe magna
nimity won, guarded .and tranfmitted fuch glorious rights to their much 
envied pofterity! What refolutions ought fuch refleCtions to create but 
thofe of the mon determined fpirit to preferve what has hitherto efcaped 
{uch a variety of attacks! --And in cafe of any future facrilegious hand 
beingiifted againft this facred temple of THE NATION'S HONOUR, to 
dare the blackeft ftorm with that heroic courage which Britons ever felt in 
defence of Britifh Liberty, 

5 E C T. II. 

Of the RepreJentation of the People. 

T HE effence of freedom is, every individual being governed by laws 
which he confented to frame: But as an unanimous confent is, in 

all cafes of this nature, impoffible, the majority of voices is juftly con
fidered as the general fenfe of the people: And as it would be utterly 
impraCticable (except in flates which did not confifi: of above a fingle 
city? ~nd fmall ter:-itory) for all the people to give thei~' vote in any 
affaIr, a rep~efentatlOn of them becomes neceifary: That IS, the people 
at large fub.fhtute a number much fmaller than their own, to receive their 
pri vileges, and ufe them in that compendious manner, which is not pof
fible for fo numerous a body in perfon. And whatever public act or law 
fuch reprefentatives g~ve their aifent to, fuch aifent is neceifarily fuppofed 
to ,~e that o~ t~e fubJeCt,s at large. This is the great principle of the 
Bntrfh confhtutlOn. It IS needlefs to begin with flating the exiflence of 
th~ ,executive, P?wer in the perfon of tl1e king, or to enquire into its 
OrIgm; all thIs IS prevented by the reader's imagination, who will mofi 
.certainly remark fufliciently often, that this is but a {ketch n~t an 
Elaborate expofition of [0 van a fabric, ' 

It 
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It muft be extremely evident that the great excellency of fuch a go~ 
vernment as I have here flated, confifis in all the people being j'ea/61 

reprefented, and not nomi71d(y 10. Nothing is more obvioufly fimple than 
this principle of liberty; that, as every man cannot pallibly attend the 
public bufinefs in a legi:l1ative capacity, all !houlcl at leaft be reprefented 
by others of their own chufing. It is nece{fary to apply thefe maxims tr" 

the Britiih confiitution, and examine how far it is confonant with them, 
Beginning with the reprefentation of the people of Great Britain. 

* 
The Haufe of Lords is partly reprefentative and partly not, for the 

fix teen Scotch peers reprefent the peerage of Scotland at large, and the 
bilhops are Juppqfed to reprefent the whole body of the clergy; but the 
Englilh peers fit there by their own hereditary right, in the fame manner 
as the King fills his throne, reprefenting none. 

The neceffity of the nobility's forming in the conftitution a balance 
between the regal authority and the commons, is fo very plain in itfelf~ 
and fo well proved by hinory, that it is needlefs to be particular in proving 
it; but as the clergy of England have no other reprefentatives than the 
biihops, it is necetfary to enquire a EttIe into the voice they have in 
framing the 1aws under which they live. This enquiry is made almoR: 
in two words. The clergy are not reprefented at al1. This body, fo very 
numerous, have no more to do with their advancing their nominal repre
fentatives, the bilhops, into the Houfe of Lords, than with the e1ection 
of t~e pope. The cardinals reprefent them as much in the conclave as 
the bilhops :1-1 the legifiature. It is furprizing the ecc1efiafiic bench could 
ever be called a reprefentation of the clergy; when they owe their pro
m,. tion to mere royal favour. The faCt, fiript of all unmeaning names~ 
is c" prerogative in the King to introduce twen~yjix men into the HOlVe if 
LordJ, /0 jit during life, but '7..vithout a devolving right to their prj/erity. 
Bnt as to calling fuch twenty-fix the reprefentation of above twenty 
th0ufaI13 clergy, who know them but by name, it is a contradiction in 
terms. 'T'he fixteen Scotch peers, being really a reprefentation of the 
Scotch nobility, are quite another affair. 

The commons of England are reprefented by five hundred and thirteer.t 
memben; of the Lower Houfe; thofe of ::)cotland by forty-five, making; 
in 8.11 five hundred and fifty-eight. IWhether the number of thepeop1e 
amounts to €ight, nine, or ten millions, is no matter, but it is of impor-

7 lance 
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tance whether any of thofe numbers can be JuJficiently reprefented by fo 

fmall a body as five hundred and fifty-eight men. The greateft number 

of peop1e may certainly be reprefented by a very fmall one, and e9-ually 

too.--The ten millions might eleCt from ten men to ten thoufand III the 

moR equal manner; the enquiry therefore, is not whether the nation can 

be equally reprefented by fo few as five hundred men-.butwhethet.there 

is a 'proportion between the people reprefented .and theIr reprefentatlVes ? 

vVhether fuch a number is fufficient for all the purpofes of legiflatioo, 

and at the fame time great enough for the prefervation of liberty? 

There are a million of advantages attending the executive power being 

lodged in one perron; but none in the legiflative authority: On the 

contrary, many are the benefits which flow from the legiflature being 

very numerous '¥; the people are more -completely reprefented. It opens 

an extended field for the abilities of mankind to be exerted for the 

public good. It throws a greater weight and power into that fcale by 

which liberty can alone be fecured. It renders all attempts of obtaining 

an: undue influence, either regal or .ariftoeratieal, over the reprefentative8:f 

extremely difficult. 

Thefe advantages are prodigious; but do they attend the number of 

the Britiili reprefentatives? I :fhall confine myfelf to the laft circumftance 

as the mof!: important of all. If it appears from a review of the Englilh 

hifl:ory, finee the confiitution has been fixed on its modern principles, that 

any re'markable influence has been obtained by one part of the legiIlatur:e 

on anoth~r, it will from thence refuIt that the number of reprefentatives 

is too [mall, as they might be fo numerous (without any inconvenience ~t) 

that no fuch influence would be poffible. 

The 'c?n~itution .could notb.e really: called permanently fixed on 

fettled pnnclples untIl the revolutIon. Kmg William was by no means a 

• lI! " I believe it may paC~ ,for a m~xim .in fiate, that the adminilhation cannot be placed 

111 too few hands, nor the legd1ature 111 too many." Swift's Works, Vol. iii. p. 88. 

~ "What! fays a politician, is the number of thofe men that are lifted above their fellow 

fubJeBs to be encore,aCed? Are we to look up to two thoufand governors inflead of five hun-

dred? Should przvzleged perfons become more numerous than they are?" Tl 0 0 'I ' 
00 

, , 0 
0 11S IS P aYlllg on 

the mere furface of th(ngs: The BntIfh fubJec1s have but one governor a th ' t' 
old d' , s e exe<.u Ive 

power IS 0 ge III only one perfono The reprefentatives have no kl'nd of 'd' °d I {i 

" 0 hI' ", In IV! ua upe

llO\lty over ~ e peo~ e I~ general. Pnvilege IS a collellive {uperiority: What would be the 

value of a nght to elell, If the perfon of the efelled were not guarded 1 "01 , 
Th' f '. ' 1y certam pnvi eges , 

oie 0 the members of parltament are 'precife with reaard to the O f II h 

1,' II d fi d 0 

to If e OWS; t ey are 
po Itlca y un e neonly Ul refpeC1 to the defence of generalliherty. 
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popu1ar monarch; fome traits '0f his· character were even diametrically 
oppofite to popularity; and he laboured under the difadvantages of beiDt~ 
ignorant of r the people's temper and. language ; nor had he by any means 
a jufi idea of that confiitution he had faved from the baleful attacks of 
the bigoted James. He wasconfiantly involved in a bloody, but on the 
whole an unfuceefs[ul war with France, from which circumf!:ance there 

. arofe a neceffity of burthening the people in a manner at leaf!: unu[ual : 
But notwithfianding thefe difadvantages, the great· bufin.efs of his life, 
the humbling France, was carried on with [carce any interruption; his 
government was not quite [o.fmooth as fome have been finee, but of what 
confequence were all the oppofitions that were formed to his meafures ? 
Not one of them were changed for a moment: And yet it is commonly 
aiferted that -in his reign began the loo great influence of the people, and 
as an infianee, the parliament'sad'dreffing him to know who were his 
advifers to refufe his aifent to the place-bill in 1693, and voting fuch 
advifers enemies to their country. This has been often quo!ed as a proof 
that the crown has loft. the prerogative of refllfing alIent. 

A flight examination will prove the abfurdity of this opinion. The 
addrefs of the Houfe of Commons was a very home one- but of what 
avail was it? Ldus tranfcribe the King's anfwer. It was as follows: 

" Gentlemen! I am very fenfible of the good offices you have expreif
ed to me upon many occafions; and the zeal you have h1ewn for our 
common interefi: I :£hall make ufe of this opportunity to tell you, that 
no prince ever had a higher efieem for the confiitution of the Engliih 
government than myfelf; and that I :£hall ever have a great regard to the 
advice of parliament. I am perfuaded that nothing can fo much conduce 
to the happinefs and welfare of this kingdom as an entire confidence be
tween the King and people, which I £hall by all means endeavour to pre
ferve; and I aifure you, I look upon fuch perfons as my enemies \v110 
fhall advife any thing that may leifen it." 

If the King had acted in a manner to de[erve a warm remonflrance j 

what fatisfaction for fuch a conduct is to be found in this anfwer? But in 
the debate which arofe on receiving it, and in which every bitter thing 
was faid that either wit or malice could infpire, what was gained by th~ 
oppofition? On the propofal, That an humble application be made to his 
Majefiy for a farther anfwer, it paired in the negative by [0 van a majority 
as Q 29 againft 88 *. Of fo little confequence to the crown was this 

* See Ralph's HiJlory of England, Vol. ii.p. 477. 
E 
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niagrtitiea infulf6h royalty! A po1itiE:aT writer of that time fpeaks a very, 
different language from thofe who think the prerogative' of the crOWn' 
IdTehed in this affair. He [a18;-'-" It might have been expeaed that:· 
a direct .and categ6rical afilfwer fuortld have' been gi,ven to fo home an 
addrefs.; yet it feems the Houfe, for aU the millions given, 1h'ufl: be treated: 
only with whipt cream or petfum'd air; which would not have·fatisfied,. 
if the adepti had not fOlil1d their account in apreviolls treat of a' ~'3 ,000 1. . 
difiribution." And adds--" That if any of our preceding~ings had1 

given fuch an anfwe-r upon a petitioN·qf right, or the like dccauofl.,' it 
would have enraged an horneC's nell;. artd~ no lefs, than tbe voting a freIh, 
addrefs, or adjourning tiN they received a more fatisfaffor-yat}fwer, would:, 
have contented the Houfe."--And again, "How can any 'fay, He batb 
{l great regard to the ad'vice 0/ parlidments? when,' at' that' vety fame 
infl:ant, l'1either the advifers of the rejeB:ing the bill are delated, . northe' 
prayet of the teprefentation tduchedllp6n *." :But t-hefe \vhothink 
that liberty gained fuch a, triu-mph on prerogativ~;' iliould hOffotget that 
King William exercifed this very prerogative afte'rwards, viz. in the year." 
1696, by refufing his airent to a bill for regulating elections. 

• ... ...... f., ..... 

Regal authority pailing thus unintetrup.ted"tnrough this: l;eigrr, let us: 
next examine that of Queen Anne: The critical fituation of the affairs of 
Europe rendered the greateft abilities heceirary in' thofe who guided the 
he1 m of government. The Marlborough minifiry were ega-al to the ta:fk: ; 
they conduCted the affairs of the nation with great honour. and, profperity" 
for feveral years, but their power was almoft unlimited. They cari"ied on 
a very extenfive war on their own pla'n; and g'reat as the .expehce was, 
compared with all that had preceded it, the parliament complred imme
diately with every demand.~ Their liberality almoft anticipated' the 
wirnes of the .minifiers, for the war. then carrying on ,was a truly nationa1; 
though a contmental one, and the fuccefs attending it laid th€ foundation 
}-or the future grandeur of Britain, by breaking the enori11ous power of 
France. The nation was extremely fortunate in this minifiry continuinfl" 
!n povver long enough for [uch prodigious actions to be performed; and 
It was to all appearance fo well founded in theextenfive influence of fo 
l:ovve~'~ll a family, tl:e credit of the truly national meafures they were [0 
1l}ccefsrully engaged In, and the unbounded countenance they met w'irh 
from the people's reprefentatives, that no one conceived an idea of their 
1'),1,"::r ceafing, at leaf!: during their rlliftrefs's life. But :£h.e had only to 

* Price oj th, (/bdicati()n~ 

fp~ak 



. 'SECT. It CON S TIT UTI 0' N . 

<fpeak and this mighty fabric vani:l.hed from the fight, nay, the fate of 
Europe changed at once: The ~~een's chambermaid did not chufe that the 
nation {h0uld any longer he viCtorious under the duke of Marlborough; 
'that hero was therefore difgraced and degraded ~ T HAT MAN, the greatefi 
in his walk this country ever produced. This lady was of a pacific difpofi
tion, peace mufl: therefore be concluded in a hurry at all events. The 
,change from warlike to pacific mea[ures was [udden and abrupt; it was 
'contrary to the interefl: of the nation; it was of all other things the mofl: 
beneficial to her enemies; it was the mere engine of party.-' \Vhat there
,fore did the people's reprefentatives fay to all this? Such a conduCt might 
figure mighty well in the eyes of a woman of the back flairs, but not fo with 
the people. True, but their reprefentatives were of another opinion: A 
'change in the Qgeen's ideas direCtly effeCted one in theirs, infomuch that 
the new minifl:ers, guided their refolves with an eafe equal to that of the 
-glorious ones they fucceeded. And all this in an affairdiametricallyoppofite 
to the interefts and inclinations of the people, during and after the conclu
fion of a peace totally inadequate to the fucceifes of the war, and while 
thofe very men were deeply engaged in meafures too black to fee the light, 
but which were attended with fo much guilt, that two of the chiefs 
thought proper, on the death of the mifl:refs they had deluded, to feek 
their [afery in the fervice of their friend the Pretender. 

From the acceffion ofCeorge the Firfl: to Sir Robert Walpole's mini
~fl:ry, the court met with little difficulty in any parliamentary bufinefs. 
His power forms a very remarkable period in our hifl:ory; for he was 
-fcarcely become the minifier before an oppofition was formed againfl: his 
'meafures in parliament; but as thC)re was no material objeEtiol1s to be made 
-to them at firft, the oppoJition was not very frrenuous. But the conti
nuance of his power, and the confl:ant increa[e of it, added to feveral 
unpopular circumftances, produced by degrees a fpirit in the nation 
which co-operated with the views of his perfonal enemies, and formed 
together a very firong oppofition. But all the authority of the crown 
being in a manner delegated into his hands, he found himfelf fuperior to 
every attack; and this palpable proof of the greatnefs of his power, 
with the well known means qf Jupporting it, raifed a perfect flame in the 
nation againfl: him, which being aggravated by the partial, witty, and 
malicious writings of his foes, fcattered indufiriouDy throughout the 
kingdom, threatened not only to deprive him of his power, but to brin o" 

him as a delinquent to jufiice. Nothing however was further from th~ 
,cafe; this continued many years, and would have continued to the day 

E 2 of 



POLITICAL ESSAYS. ESSAY IL 

of his, or his mailer's death, had not the court of Spain, relying too 
mllch on thecertainty of peace with England, cor~1.mi~ted fome outrages 
on her fubjec;s, which "vere painted by the oppofitlOn 111 fuch aggravate.d 
colours, that the whole people breathed nothing but war, and by thu~. 
means gained a fuperiority in parliament, mor~ through .an ove~fight of 
the minifter, than any permanent advantage gamed by hIS enemIes; for 
thofe who were deepeft in the politics of that period, hav~ fince agre.ed 
that he might have vanquiiliecl even that oppofition. But without adn:-It
tino- of [uch a fuppofition, what a number of years did Sir Robert enJoy 
his b power in exprefs contradiction to the withes of the people; the 
majority of whom would have deprived him of power years before he 
loft it !--Not fo with the majority of their reprefentatives. And when 
he was no longer in office, how clea~rly did the vaftnefs of his influence 
appear in the pretence of bringing him to jufiice! Of what avail were 
the cries of the people! In that, as at every other time, the crown arofe 
fuperior to all. 

But the mininer was driven to the wall- every thing muft for the future 
be conducted according therefore to the ideas of the people; for the leaders 
of the late oppofition of courfe fucceeded to power, and their fouls wer€.l. 
compofitions of patriotifm itfelf: But, unfortunately, this virtue has of 
latter ages been of a very equ~vocal and fickly growth; its prefence and 
abfence are fo equally attended with great effects in the Britilh conffitu
tion, that it may not be amifs to befiow a little attention to that fpecies 
of it which ought to be peculiar to this country. The reader will pardon 
the digreffion.-

Patriotifrn has generally been taken in the lump, and fuppofed to con
fift merely in the loving one's country better than any thing elfe, eV€l1 to 
the facrificing fortune and life itfelf to ferve it; and the latter is efieemed 
the very highefl fpecies of it: But a very little confideration will convince 
us th~t this is a ~ifiake. If patriotifm confifis merely in a romantic 
exert.lOn of the mmd, that ,man who knocked his brains out againft a 
wallm a ~t of !ury at the Imsfort.un~ o~ his country, would be a patriot; 
but the VIrtue IS a mere name If Its Impulfe does not conduce in the 
highefl: degree to the public good. From which difiinaion there necef
farily refults another; that it muft act according to the conftitution and 
'.,'1Tan ts of a, country: Thus 'patriotifm m uft vary in differen t nations, and 
cmnot p::r[!lbly be the fame mall, uniefs we are fatisfied with fo indefinite 
an :=~~preffion as love of o.ne's co~ntry, which comprehends many cafes 
wluch can [(arcdy be admItted as Juft]y arranged. 

Among 
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Among the Greeks and Romans, this virtue confifled in military 
heroifin, in defending their country to the very 1aft extremity, and being 
at all times 'ready to lay dovvn their lives in battle for its prefervation: It 
was even confined to this fpecies of undaunted courage; for thofe nations 
being ever at war, all their virtues and vices were tinged with the effeErs 
of it. There are fome inftances of a political or rather confiitutional 
patriotifm among them, but they are extremely equivocal; they rather 
difplay an unconquerable love of freedom, and a refolution of dying 
fooner than become fubjeCl: to a fellow-citizen, and fuicide was generally 
the end of this, which is fufficient to prove that the emotion was of 
pride rather than a fincere amor patri~; for an aCtion, however coura
geous it might be efieemed, ~hich was ~n. eafe to themfelves only, not 
their /Country, was a ftrange kmd of patnotlfm. 

In arbi trary governments, ef peciall y if th ey are of long fl:andin g, pa triotifm 
degenerates into loyalty to the prince and courage exerted in his fervice. 
The principles of fuch governments naturally confound the ideas of right 
and wrong: But in any nation fo governed, it is impoffible there ihould 
exift a true patriot; for if there was one he would facrifice his own life to 
gain that of the tyrants, and were this fpirit more general, tyranny 
would not be fo common. 

It may be faid thefe are murderous doCtrines, but I think they are 
the meekeft in the world; for of all murderers, arbitrary power is the 
moft bloody, and to endeavour to fiop the effufion which flows from fo 
accurfed a wound, is the mofi humane purpo[e upon earth. What a melan
choly refleCtion is it to think of twenty millions of people being pillaged 
of their liberties for bedecking a tyrant with a property of their lives and 
fortunes! What a want of patriotifm in fuch a number of people, to be 
defiitute of a few determined fpirits to lay down their own lives to extir~ 
pate the tyrant's race, and reftore the liberties of their country J 

In fuch a mixed government as ours, before the bounds of prerogative 
were diftinCtly known, patriotifm confified in firmly withfianding the 
arbitrary proceedings of the court, and hearing the brunt of royal power 
rather than fubmit to the leafl:. infringement ofliherty ; and when that power 
became infupportable to fouls that knew the value of freedom, in taking; 
up arms and fighting the battles of THE PEOPLE, freely laying down 
their lives for their country with the fame magnanimity that difiinguiilicd 
the happieft ages of Greece and Rome. Such were our Hampdem, foch 
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the patrioto \:h~:t fLOod forth in the cau[e of liberty in the reign of Charles 
the l'ir f::. 

But when the fpirit of the confiitution was changed, and the bravery 
of the fubject had reduced prerogative within the letter of la7..v, open 
violence gave way to difguifed influence.-The terrors of the St~r Cham
ber and High Commifilon were fucceeded by a fyfl:em of bnbery and 
corruption ; which was made ufe of to effeCt legally all the defigns of the 
court, hmvever extravagant or contrary to the intereil: of the nation at 
large. The fpirit of patriotifin then changed; for who can aifert it then 
operated like that of the Greeks and Romans, which confifted merely in. 
military heroifm! Sacrificing his life for the fervice of his country, has 
as little to do with a modern Briti:fh patriot, as the flavery of Turkey is to 
be compared to the liberty of England. In the latter fiate of our confl:i
tution, the true patriot is he who acts in contradiction to the vice of the 
times, which is venality. \Vho, inftead of dying for his fellow-citizens, 
ferves them with integrity-that is, without reward. He who acts for 
pay receives his return in revenue, titles or difl:inCtion, he can therefore 
.have no right to praife, he is totally venal. The true patriot will make it 
the great bufinefs of his life to oppofe all meafures which he thinks ob
noxious to his country's good, and he will not fall into the detefiable 
mt;annefs of being bought off from fuch an oppofition by any bribe in 
the power of royalty to beftow. If his oppofition to fuch meafures is 
fuccefsful, and he overthrows the fupporters of them, he will on no 
account decline the offer of fucceeding them, as he can never ferve his 
country fo effectually as in office-But in this new fi~uation he will be 
as inflexibly attentive to the nation's good as ever, and as he receives no 
fort of gratification for the trouble of his poft, he will ever be ready to quit 
it fooner than be warped from his virtue, 

If h~~ven r~nders his :Cervices profperous, and bleifes his old age with 
the. delIcIOUS vle~ of t~e '?enefits he has procured his country, he will 
retIre amply, nObly" glOnouily rewarded! not in the miferable diftinc
tion of titles, ribbons, peniions, or fuch honours! but walk from the 
fiage of life clothed with that renown which outlives all earthly gran
deur-the plaudit of his country. 

B,ut it may be faid-YVhat! ca~not a man .who has ferved that country, 
:eceive ~he r~ward.s whIch a. gracIOUS foverelgn may befiow, without the 
ImputZltlOn OI havmg fold hIS honour !"-Doubtlefs: I attempted bu~ 
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to draw the pitture of a complete modern patriot, and to {hew that no honours 
or difl:inctions mufl: ever come iri competition with a nation's applaufe; but. 
it would be firange prejudice in the people to fuppofe a man can no longer 
be a patriot becaufe he has acceped the marks of his monarch's favour. 
The ejfeR of fnch favour fuould be alone examined; if no changes of 
conduct and opinion enfue; if the fame firmnefs of mind, the {arne in
flexible integrity are the guide of his aCriolls and his fentiments, he m:q 
yet be a true patriot, though enriched by a penGon and bedecked with 
a ribbon. But why do the ideas of the people fo confound thefe difiinc
tions with the 10fs of virtue? Becaufe the lafl: has fo generally folloVilcd 
the firft, that a long cOUffe of experience, with fo few exceptions, has 
rendered them almoft fynonymous terms. 

True patriotifm was the virtue which the people expected to have come 
in full play among the oppofers of Sir Robert \;V alpole, when that mini
fier was driven from power. It is very well known how much thofe 
expectations were anfwered. As the war was become neceUary, and 
the crown had a very particular point in view which had nothing to do
with the interefis of Britain, her views were evidently directed to the 
encompafIing that point; it mattered very little who were her minifters 
provided they wou'ld obey, without aiking queftions. Penfions, places, 
peerages and ribbons, were difl:ributed; the pretended patriots became 
fafcinated at once, and dropt into mere tools of power. The people 
had raged for a vvar to get rid of an old minifi:er, and their new ones made 
them pay feverely for the reproaches they cafi: on them for no longer being 
patriots. They overwhelmed the nation with a confnming unfuccefsful 
war, carried on on foreign principles, without letting the nation have the 
fatisfaction of feeing one jot of integrity, difintereftednefs, or common 
moderation ill thofe who guided at home = adminifiration continued to be 
carried on upon the bafis of corruption alone; which method of p-overn~ 

• 0 

ment was four,d fo very compendious, that no wonder others iliould be 
laid aiide for it. 

From that period to the prefent time, has proved a very remarJ~abIc 
one in the hiflory of the Britifh confiitution; and fhnvs in the c1eareft 
manner that it is founded on the principles I have been l:=ctching: The 
crown h;;8 (but few inrtances excepted) been laudably indifferent <,,8 to 
men, preferring thofe vvqo could belt carryon the J.lfairs of the naLinn
~ccording to t~;e rcr;Tal ideas; nor can one infl:ance be proc1!.Eed in v;hich 
fuch rr~]'al bljfilefi has been retarded, through the fCruptrloutilefs of the 
people's reprefentatives. All forts, kinds,fpecics, and combinations of 
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miniilries have been in power: Compotitions of the moil heteroge
neous qualities have been jumbled int? admini~rations,--Thofe who 
<l.greed in nothing elfe, have all agreed 111 one pomt~ to carry on ~he b,ufi
nds of the O"overnment a'ccordino- to the ufual orders and with httle 
further confideration. The faibi~1able term has not been It z's requiJite 
(or the NATION'S good thatfa andjojbould be pnjormed; but it is requi-
jilefor the GOVERNMENT fa andJo. The idea of adminifhation [wallows 
up all others. 

I 

I hinted at a few inHances, however, wherein not only meaJures were 
to be purfued, but certain men to pU1{ue them: And in one it hap· 
pened, that the minifter did not pofTefs that {hare of popularity which 
many thought requifite to the exiilence of his power, and corning into 
office at a juncture extremely critical) [uch concurrence of circumHances 
it was expected would a little difl:urb the even flow of adminiftration, 
which fo univerfally arofe fuperior to all oppofition :-But nothing was 
further from fact: It was found that not only meqjitres might be dictated 
but men likewife.-I am very feniible that both are the undoubted pri-' 
vilege and prerogative of the crown--andextremely right that they 
fuould; but I mention the facts, in anfwer only to thofe who urge the 
non-exifl:ence of thofe prerogatives, except in the ktter of the con ... 
ftitution. 

. What therefore has of late years been the fpirit of the Britiih confii
tution? Does it appear from this review that the people's reprefentatives 
have given attention only to the good of the confl:ituents? Have they 
aCled on the truly national p1an, by giving their allent to no mea[ures 
but fuch as they knew to be beneficial to their country? Have they ever 
been remarkable for fudden changes in points of the higheft importance, 
?l.1 as fudden ~hanges of minifl:ers? Have they, in fine, by their conduct 
r~ general, g:ven the people reafon to fufpett them biaffed in their opi~ 
mons by any mfluence but that of the people's good? Thofe who are 
b,ef!: ~cquainted \';ith our modern hiftory, may poffibly an[wer thofe que
nc:) 111 the negatlve.~Let In'; however Juppq/e an affirmative; in which 
c.~fe "le~ me aik, Wh~~her fuell mHumee does not arife from the fmannefs 
Dr theIr nt.;rnber,s? Whether fuch influence could obtain if the number of 
repre[entatlVes was much greater? 

I~, this ca~e,!s It not likewife evident that the modern principle of our 
1:;!>llhw 18 l1!,/fuenctr The crown has a right to the fervices of all its 
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fubjects, and fervice extends to all kinds of offices and places.-- It is 
therefore entirely legal for the King to befiow his favours on the reprefen
tatives of the people as well as on any other of his fubjeCts. The illfluence 
therefore of which I am fpeaking, is lawful; and it will eafily be con
ceived that under fuch circumfiances it might foon become the real fpirit 
of the confiitution. 

Mr. Hume has remarked in his Hiflory of Great Britain, that the firft 
inftances of this influence in Charles the Firfl:, were the firft proofs of a 
regular confiitution; and the obfervation is undoubtedly jufi: But it is 
equally true, that this proof of a good conflitution may degenerate into 
the ruin of the beft. For if the number of thofe to be corrupted is fo 
{mall that the bufinefs can eafily be erreCted, the liberty of the people 
muft in many cafes be in imminent danger, by a pollibility exifiing of 
their guardian's being bribed to make a market of their truit. If there
fore, from the preceding review of our hifrory, it appears that the num
ber of reprefentatives be not [0 large as to fecure them from influence, it 
neceffarily refults that the conftitution would be better founded more on 
the interefis of the people, and be in every refpett fuperior, were the 
number [0 encreafed as to put an end to the idea of all fuch influence as I 
have mentioned. 

* * 
Having thus difcuffed the point of the number of the reprefentatives, 

let us in the next place enquire into the equality of the reprefentation, 
and examine what proportion of the people are free, or in other words 
what number of them are governed by laws, to which they confent by 
means of their reprefentatives. 

The Houfe of Commons is chofen by the freeholders of the county, 
by certain corporations in fome towns, and by the freemen in others. 
The election by freeholders is equal and rational, but the number of their 
ceprefentatives amount$' only to one hundred and twenty-two; indeed 
the difference of propriety between this election and that of the boroughs 
is very evident; for the wretc11ed fyfiem of the vilefr bribery and matt 
deteftable corruption, which is carried on in the latter, cannot polllbly 
obtain in any fuch degree in the former. But to pafs on to by far the 
greateft number of the reprefentatives, thofe of the towns. Many that 
(:ontain ten, twenty, and thirty thoufand inhabitann, have their members 
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e1etled by their corporati?ns, whic? feld.om contain above thirt~ or forty 
men; and in others certam of the mhabttants that are free of the town, 
more numerous indeed than in the former cafe, but very far from compre
hending the total. 

Such are the eleaors of the reprefentatives of Great Britain! I have 
formed many calculations of their numbers on a variety of plans, and 
could never raife them, "vith the utmof!: attention to the fubjea, to much 
above two hundred and fifty thoufand: I am very clear they do not 
amount to three hundred thoufand: If the people at large, therefore, 
<i.mount to eight millions, about a thirty-fecond part or fomething more 
of them have votes. Precifene[s is not to be attained in fuch a calcula
tion, but I believe this is not far from the truth. 

It mufi be confeifed by al1, that thi!> is a very imperfeCt reprefentation :: 
Vafl:1y the greatefi part of the people have no more to do with the choice 
of the members, than the Turks have with that of the Grand Vifier ; hm~ 
therefore can anyone affert that the people of England are reprefented in par
liamen t? And as for the few that vote for the reprefenta ti ves, what are the 
rC'luifites for the duly performing [0 important a duty, that are peculiar 
to thofe that enjoy the right? I have already allowed the propriety and 
equality of the freeholders votes; but why are the members of corpora
tions to poffe[s the right of eleCtion, in exclufion of thoufands of townf-. 
men equally, and in all probability better qualified for the purpofe. In 
what manner are nineteen out of twenty of the inhabitants of the 
boroughs reprefented? How are many of the molt populous places in 
England, efpecial1y manufaCturing ones, that have no charters? Where 
are we to find the reprefentatives of the moft important body of men 
t,he nation boafis, th~ farmers? In what manner are the labourers repre
fented! It may be faId, in anfwer to thefe queries, that there could be no 
henefit re[ult from members heil?g eleCted by people fo 1mv and depen-. 
~ent, but that I deny; the very mcreafing the number alone, by wh01l1-
~oever eleCted, would have vafily beneficial confequences: But Jet me a:fk 
If the labourers themfelves are not as able to elect with propriety as that 
lowefi fcum of the earth, the freemen of moO: boroughs? Surely, if we 
have the leaf!: regard to the ufe of any body of men, they rank infinitely 
before them! How much mc:.re worthy therefore of being reprefented is. 
the refpectable body of the tanners! As to thefe claifes of men being 
depe~dent, can the! po~bly be more fo than nine-tenths of the prefent 
confiltucnts? Far trom It; on a general view of the latter, it will he 
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found (county.freeholders excepted) that fcarce any people are fo meanly, 
and viciou{ly dependent >¥. 

i I " 

Upon the whole we. may fairly determine, that infinitely the greatefl part 
ofihe nation (about thirty-on;e parts out 'of thirty-two) are totally go
verned by laws to which they never, in the moft difl:ant manner, gave 
their affent; and of courfe cannot be faid to enjoy real liberty. For a 
Frenchman has as much to do with the edias of a king of France, as this 
vail: part of the Britifh people with the aCts of the Britith parliament t. 
If any thing but a great addition to the numbers of the reprefentatives 
could have in [orne [mall meafure obviated thefe objeCtions, it was the 
triennial bill-We know the fate of it. 

ReprtJentation of Ireland. 

This point will be difpatched in a few words: All the obje€l:ions which 
have hitherto arofe in examining the reprefentation of Britain, are appli
cable to that of Ireland; with fome additional ones refulting from her 
being a conquered country; for her legiflature does not confifl only of 
her king and natives, but a numerous body of foreigners, for fo the 
Englith are to be called, while fuch pernicious difl:inB:ions of intereft are 
continued between the two iflands: But I muft neceffarily fpeak more of 
the ill confequences refulting from this divifion ill another place. 

RepreJentation 'of the Colonies. 

To what degree does the legillative power of Great Britain extend over 
her colonies ? A queftion otie would apprehend not difficult to anfwer; 
but fome late proceedings have thrown it into an unexpeCted light. A 

* Why are not copyhohlers to vote? Are they not as independent as freeholdets? For 
what purpofe preferve this ridiculous rag of an exploded fyflem ! 

t What mere fluff therefore is the obfervation of Rouffeau: he endeavours to prove we: 
·have n.,o liberty, but the reafon he gives is abliJrdity, Le peuple Anglois penre etre libre; il 
.fe trompe fort, il ne l'efl que durant \'eleaion des membres du p~rlement, fitot qu'ils font 
elus il ef\: efclave, il n'efl: rien. Du Contrail Social, p. 2. r 4. Dr. Blackfl:one's flight remark 
is more worthy of attention, as it proceeds from one who has difplayed fo jufl: a knowledge 
of our confiitution; fpeaking of the eleaion of the reprefentatives, he foys, '~This is the 
fpirit of our confiitution; not that I aDen it is in faa quite foperfeCl: as I have here endea
voured to defcribe it; for if anyalteratio l1 might be wifbed or fuggeIl:ed in the preient frame 
.of parliament, it fhould be in favoll!' of a more < complete reprc(entati'on of the people!,": 
Commentaries on the Laws of England, VoJ. i. p. 172. 2d Edit. 
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part of their inhabitants came from foreign European countries, and 

another part tranfported themfelves from the Britiib Hlands; both are 

blended together, and live under governments, delineated in charters 

granted by the crown. If the inhabitants of fuch fettlements therefore 

are exempted from the unlimited controul of the Britiib parliament, the 

exemption mufi indubitably refult either from the terms of their charters, 

or the want of being reprefented in the legiflature. 

All pretenfions founded dn charter or grant of the crown, fuppofing 

an exemption expreifed or implied, are totally without foundation, as one 

part of the legiilature cannot pollibly grant an exemption from the power 

of the whole. Such charters would be illegal, and of courfe void. 

The other plea of a want of reprefentation muft be examined more 

particularly. And h-:re it is neceffary to efiablifh a few uncontrovertable 

maxims by which we may the better judge of the point before us. 

T. None of the fubjects of the Britiib dominions can alienate them.. I 

{elves from their allegiance. 

II. By retiring to uninhabited lands, they do not alienate themfelves 

from fuch allegiance. 

I~I. All foreign~l:s fettling in the Britifh dominions, enjoying the pro

techon of the Bntlfh laws and government, and accepting grants of 

lands from fnch government, are to be confiderecl in the fame light of 

obedience as natural born fubjeCls. 

IV',.No laws made by fuch fettlers can have any force, merely on the 

au~h~) Ity of thofe who frame them. They muft be ratified by their 
pnnclpal. . 

, V. ~1uch ~he greatefi part of the people of Great Britain are not repre
..fented III parlIament. 

VI. There is no fuch thing as a virtual reprefentation. 

Let us now examine the pretenfiom of the colonies by th fc . ~ .' 

~ {ha11 fe;tththem from the principal writings in their favo~: *rn~,~~~ 
urns up t e arguments fcattered in numerous others. ,. 

* Antmal Reg[;?er, 1765", p. 34. 

It 



SECT. II. CON S TIT UTI 0 N. 

It is urged in the firfi place, "That thofe who firO: planted them, were 
not only driven out of their mother country by perfecution, but had left 
it at their own rifk and expence; that being thus forfaken, or rather 
worfe treated by her, all ties, except thofe common to mankind, wer.e 
diifolved between them, they abfolved from all duty of obedience to her, 
as {he difpenfed herfelf from all duty of proteaion to them. 

As I mean to confine myfelf to mere law and confiitution, it is almoft 
needlefs to refute the palpable falfities contained in this paffage, fuch as:.~ 
comprehending the whole number of the inhabitants in the part that left 
their native country voluntarily, not driven from it, or rather worfe 
treated-all ties being diifolved between them-the duty of proteCtioa 
being difpenfed with. Thefe falfities, efpecially the laft, are too abfurd to 
demand ap. anfwer from anyone. But to aifert that they are abfolved 
from all duty of obedience is in direCt contradiCtion to maxims 1ft, 2d,. 
3d and 4th --to the common adminifl:ration of their governments
and to the authority of the very laws under which they live. 

It is next afferted-" That it was extremely abfurd that they fhould be 
frill thought to owe any fubmiffion to the legiflative power of Great Britain,. 
which had not authority enough to ihield them againft the violences ot 
the executive; and more abfurd fEll that the people of Great Britain_ 
:lhould pretend to exercife over them rights, which that very people affi-rm 
they might jufl:ly oppofe, if claimed over themfelves by others~"-It is. 
neceff'ary here to explain the imaginary difl:inCtion between the pe.ople of 
Great Britain here and the people of Great Britain there. Suppofe a 
large part of the kingdom of Scotland to have been, from diftant ages to
the prefent time, a waile uninhabited wild-or fuppofe the rea to with
draw itfelf from any part of this Wand,. and leave a large tra{\: of dry' 
land; either contiguous to it, or feparated from it by a £hallow cBannel ;; 
fuppofe, in either of thefe cafes, certain turbulent fpirits who did not 
chufe to live at home, or who could not--others,. induftrious. ones who.
chofe to leave their home in expectation of living better eW:where
others, foreigners, tranfplanted at the governmenes ch,;lrge; [uppofe, I 
fay, a collect-ion of fuch mifcellaneous p.eople fettle in the above mentioned: 
traCts; the crown, at their requeft forms them into a corporation" and 
as an encouragement to their agriculture and population,. allows them: 
to frame regulations among themfe1ves, to have the force of laws when~ 
ratified from home. Lafily, fuppote the colony multiplies,. becomes; 
greatly ufeful to the principal, and without having the burth.en of any 
p.ublic expences.laid upon t.hem, are. neverthelefs Ewtefred and d.efende& 

br 
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by the nation at large; I defire to know wherein the inhabitants of fuch 
a colony wou1d vary from the people at large, more th~n other fepara~e 
jurifdiCtions, of which there are many? I cl.eiire t? be mformed~ how It 
can be aiTerted that they are lefs reprefented 111 parlJament than thuty-one 
l'arts out of thirty-tvvo of the original people of Great. Britain? And 
'where is the difference of the above cafes and our Amencan fettlements, 
except the difiance? which moil: certainl.y makes. no other than a dif
ference of expenee to the mother country In defendmg them. How then 
can it be [aid that the people of Great Britain expeCt of them what they 
would not fubmit to themfelves! They do fubmit to it, unlefs, by the 
people of Great Britain, are underil:ood only two hundred and fifty thoufand 
ind;viduaIs! The pretenGons of the American colonies are no better 
founded than thofe in the above fuppofition: They do not form an idea 
of rejeCting the legiilative authority of Britain, until it impofes fome
thing difagreeable to themfelves.-- They live under the proteCtion 
of the Britiih laws and confiitution. Britifh money is fpent in millions 
to defend them.---But Britiih authority is quite another affair, they 
chufe to have nothing to f~y to it. As to the indeterminate affertion of a 
want of power to ihield them againil: the executive part of government 
-common fenfe anel law flatly contradict it. vVithin the extents of 
Eritifh liberty there can exiil: no [nch want. 

The next plea is-" That it was their birthright even as the defcendants 
of EngIiihmen, not to be. taxed by any but their own reprefentatives; 
that, [0 far from being aCtually reprefented in the parliament of Great 
13ritain, they were not even virtually reprefented there, as the meaneft 
inhabitants of Great Britain are, in confequence of their intimate con
neCtior: :with th.o[e who ar~ actually repre~ented; that, if laws made by 
the Bntl!h parliament to blDd all, except Its own members, or even all 
except fuch mem bers, and thofe aCtually repre[ented by them, would be 
.deemed, as. mofl: certainly they would,. to the higheil: degree oppreffive 
anel unco~{htutIOnal, and reGil:ed accordll1gly by the reft of the inhabitants, 
th~llgh vIrtually reprefented; how much more oppreffive and unconfii
tlltlOnal mllfi not fnch laws appear to thofe who could not be faid to be 
either aallall~ or virtually reprefented? That the people of Ireland were 
:nuch more virtually reprefented in the parliament of Great Britain, than 
It "Tas even pretended the people of the colonies could be, in confequence 
?f the great n~mber of Engli:fhmen, pofieired of efiates and places of 
lrufi and profit 111 Ireland, and their immediate defcendants fettled in that 
country, and of the great number of Iriih noblemen and gentlemen' 
both honfes of the .Britifh parliament, and the greater number Rill co~~ 

fiantly 
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ftantly refiding in Great Britain; and that notwithfianding the Britiih 
parliament never claimed any right to tax the people of Ireland, lil 

virtue of their being thus virtually reprefented amdngfi them." 

The hinge of this argument turns entirely upon the people of Great 
Britain, not aCtually. reprefented being virtually fo--and a virtual rc
prefentation of the Irilh, not giving the parliament of Great Britain a 
right to tax them. I have already efiablilhed it as a maxim, that there is 
lila fuch thing as· virtual reprefentation, and fure I am that all the ima
gination of fuch is at beft founded in abfurdity.' But the foundations of· 
this rearoning and all the conclullons are ab[olutely falfe, for nothing is
eafier than to demonftrate the people of the colonies as much virtually 
reprefented, fuppofing there is fuch a thing, as the greatefi part of the 
Britifh nation. The cafe is plainly this: infinitely the greateft part of the 
inhabitants of Britain are not reprefented at all, for fa the common fenfe 
muft determine: What connection is there that amounts to what is called· 
a virtual reprefentation, between the whole body of the Britilh farmers 
and the raggamuffin voters in fome boroughs, or the incorporated mem-. 
bers of others! This virtual reprefentation is a mere fmoke-ball: And yet
we find all fubmit to be taxed by the reprefentatives of thofe of whom 
they know no more than of the North American favages! Why do 
they yield' this obedience? Not, in good truth, becau[e they are· 
virtually reprefented, but becaufe they live under the protection of 
thofe reprefentatives, who vote the public money which is raifed to' 
defend them, becaufe they and their pofierity are and muft be Britons,., 
let them fpread over whatever continents they may--becaufe no"' 
fubjeCl of Britain can alienate his allegiance to the Britifh law; -
and becaufe the legiflative authority of King, I .. ords and Commons, is as', 
defpotic over all Britons, let them live wherever they pleafe, as that of 
the Grand Turk is. over his own fubjects.- What a poor evafion there-
fore is it to ftate a cafe of refiftance of this authority in thofe only vir
tually reprefented! Such refifiance might happen, but it would be abfo
lute rebellion, and punifhed accordingly;--it matters not to quote the 
vil1anyof fuch an act of parliament: If it is an act, obedience muft be 
inviolable, for the moment the fubject takes upon him to judge whether 
it deferves obedience, he rebels, and if fupported, the confiitution is at an: 
end. Abfolute defpotifm muft lodge fomewhere, and nothing can be more 
unlimited in power than an act of parliament. The fault of any part of 
the nation being taxed by the reprefentatives of others, is the deficiency 

. in our conftitution explained above; but as this deficiency is at prefent 
confiitutional, obedience is requifite from all,- eleClors or not eleCtors) 
fmm the farmer.s in Britain and the planters in America. 

To 
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To quote the virtual reprefentation of Irela~d, is to produce an .infiance 
without the leaft fimilarity: For Ireland havmg a leglfiature of its own, 
throws it entirely out of the queflion, llnlefs the c~loni~8 wil~ a£f'ert that 
their Council and Lower Houfe are to be compared. III pomt of legal 
independency, ""ith the Lords and Commons of Ireland.--And yet 
what numerous aCts of the Britiih parliament are to be quoted, that a£f'ume 
a ),overeign fuperiority over the whole people of Ireland. But can it be 
fuppofed that this arifes from a virtual reprefentation ?- Ridiculous! -
This argument, of the Irifh being more virtually reprefented in the Bri-
6th parliament than the colonifis, is a weapon that cuts two ways; for, as 
they fay, it refults from the refidence of the Iriih in England; fuch refi
dence is merely a matter of inclination; the gentlemen of the colonies may, 
if they pleafe, be reprefented in the fame manner: View the fugar colonies, 
and fee what a number of planters refide conftantly in England, and how 
many of them are even in the legiflature itfelf; can the North Americans 
affert, that thefe are not virtual~r reprefented? And yet fuch reprefenta
tion is in their own power whenever they chufe to become, in proportion, 
as valuable to Britain as the Weft Indians. 

The colonifts think themfelves very hardly ufed by the Britiih parlia
ment's affuming a right to tax them. Their numbers are fuppofed to be 
above two millions; but why are thefe two millions to be fa outrageous on 
a want of reprefentatives, when there are above feven millions in Britain 
that are no more reprefented than themfelves! It has been propofed that 
m~mbers fhould be eleCled by the colonies.-By all means, the reprefen
tatIon of the people cannot be too general, but, in the name of common 
reafon, let the latter /even have the indulgence as well as the former two. 
I,et the farmers of Britain be reprefented equally with the planters of 
America.-The inhabitants of Birmingham, Sheffield, Manchefier, 
and twenty other mo~ popul?us towns, remain upon a par with their 
brethren ·of Bofion, PhIladelphta, Charles-Town, &c. Let the additional 
reprefentation be extended-but let it be equal-the meafure will then be 
~fle of the beft that ever was adopted. 

SEC T. 
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SEC T. III. 

Of tbe RepreJentativet. 

I T is abfolutely necefrary, when the Reprefentatives are eleCl:ed, in 
whatever manner the election has been performed, that : hey ihould 

be, firft, independent; and fecondly, equally balanced with the Houfe of 
Lords. It would be needlefs to explain the neceffity in general of their 
being independent, fince it is fa ftriking; but the particular point of their 
privilege, as known at prefent, merits a little attention. 

It has been frequently afrerted, that the greater the privileges of any 
particular body of the people, the le[s are thofe of the fubjeB:s at large; 
and this maxim has been often applied to the privilege of parliament. 
But furely the rights of the people's Reprefentatives are in reality the 
rights of the people, who eleB: them to thofe privileges as well as their 
feat. The neceffity for their enjoying them is much greater, for evil 
defigns muft be of a vaft extent to operate immediately upon a people 
at large, but the bufinefs is much more eafily begun on five hundred 
Reprefentatives, who cannot therefore be guarded too fecurely. The 
reign of Charles 1. difplayed to all the world the importance of 
privilege to the people; and reafon ought to fatisfy everyone, ,that the 
liberties of the country are but another name for the privilege of par
liament. 

This right mufi fometimes fall on men who make an ill ufe of it among 
their fellow-fubj@as, and it is their conduct which irritates fo many people 
againft the inequality it occafions; but fuch evils are of trifling con[e
que nee in comparifon with the great benefits refulting from it; for we 
fhould confider that it might become pollible enough to a wicked mini
fter to make ufe of private means to get rid of refractory members, 
when he would not dare to ufe open ones. Nor ought accident or the 
intereft of individuals to be fuffered to enjoy a power of detaining the 
people's Reprefentatives from the great buunefs of the nation; we ihould 
remember that the vote of a worthlefs man, given through pique and 
obftinacy, may in fome cafes be as valuable as that of the befi. 

Privilege, in refpetl of independency on the crown, is of the utmofl: 
importance: And here I cannot do better than quote the words of a very 

G great 
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, . " p "1 f great author, highly deferving every on~ s att.entlOn : nVI eg~ 0 par-
liament, fays he, was principally efiabhi~ed III order ~o proteB: Its ~em
bel'S, not only from being moidled by theIr fellow-fubJeCIs, but alfo, more 

. e fpecially, from being oppreffed by the power of the crown. If, there
fore, all the privileges of parliament were once to be fet down and afcer
tained, and no privilege to be allo~ed but what wa~ fo defined and deter
mined, it were eafy for the executIve power to devlfe fome new cafe not 
within the line of privilege, and under pretence ~hereof to hara~s a?y 
refraClory member, and violate the freedom of parl~ament. The dIgnIty 
and independence of the two Houfes are therefore 111 great meafure pre
icrved by keeping their privileges indefinite *." 

The balance between the two Houfes is likewife a point of very great 
importance; for if the Lords become fo numerous and powerful, as by 
their riches and influence to create a large number of the Commons, 
and otherwife rule their refolutions, the conftitution is in danger--·-not 
of becoming arifiocratical, but of the authority of the crown encreafing 
too much; becaufe the royal authority can never have any thing to fear 
from the power of the Houfe of Lords, Jupport if the throne being 
almofi inherent in the nobility of all nations: Whatever fuperiority of 
power they gained over the Commons, would be but an additional weight 
in the [cale of royalty. 

If thefe principles are applied to the prefent flate of the Britilh con
fiitution, they will open a field of very important reflection. The encreafe 
of the peerage has, of late years, been extremely rapid. The law is 
confiantly carrying numbers to that honour, and large fortunes never fail 
to have the fame ~ffea:, In.a nation w,hich carries on fa prodigious a 
commerce, and whIch runs fa Immenfely 111 debt, and has fo vaft a circu
lation, a great inequality of wealth mufi abound, and of courfe over
gro~n f~rtunes:: Thefe feIdom fail to ad~~n,ce t?eir poffeffors to the peer
age, whIch, wlth the law, and great abIlItIes 111 others of the Houie of 
~ol:nmons, altoget~er encr~afe the nu~ber of the Roufe of Lords pro
LLglOufly.--Their propeny becomes lInmenfe, and their command over 
a great number of boroughs, very evident. Thefe circumftances in time 
nlaY have great effeCls; but as the balance between the two Roufes has 
been ,ke~t pre,tt;: much in equilibria fince the regular fettlement of the 
confiltutlOn, It IS very much to be wiihed the happy medl'u ' fi ' , . m may con-
tmue; mee an mterruptlOn of It muft be attended with confequences of 

'* BlackJlJne's Commentaries on the Laws of England, Vol. i, p. 164. 
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infinite importance. I have ventured thefe diftant hints the rather as 
many are even at prefent apt to imagine our conftitution tending too 
much to democracy :---A miftake arifing pollibly from the bUDners of 
the laft century, which is not yet forgot; but this opinion I cannot think 
founded on a judicious and impartial examination. The fpirit of it is 
totally changed fince the days of Charles I. no comparifon, therefore, of 
that period with the prefent can jufi:ly be made. Adminifhation, it is faid, 
meets with few difficulties in the Houfe of Peers; bufinefs is there regular 
and feldom interrupted; but among the Commons the cafe is different. 
Inferences are therefore drawn to the effect I have mentioned; but in 
anfwer to this it fhould be remembered, that oppofition to the crown is 
more contrary to the fpirit of the Nobility than to the Commons. This 
.circumftance is of importance--But a readier anfwer is at hand
to deny the fact: Let the times be quoted when the Commons have been 
deaf to the miniftry's demands-and in bufinefs fo peculiar as raiilng money. 
-What a figure will the defeats of the minifters make in comparifon 
with the failings of the oppofition ! Indeed it is a thing almoft unknown 
in our conftitution. Debates and oppofition make a greater noife in one 
Houfe than in the other, and are more talked of by the race of politi
cians, but fuch circumftances deferve no attention.-- Only remark the 
fuccefs of adminiftration.--Review a few years.--Do you not froIIl 
thence conclude, that no meafures have been adopted but the moft patri
otic ones? Why do you fo conclude ?--Becaufe fo many have met with 
the fanction of the Commons as well as that of the Lords. I cannot 
therefore difcover in what manner this democratical leaven is to be 
found. 

A very ingenious writer, indeed, has laboured hard to prove, that the 
Houfe of Commons may not only {hip the King of his prerogatives 
when they pleafe, but alfo vote the Houfe of Lords ufelefs. His words 
are, " As tothe Houfe of Lords they are a very powerful fupport to the 
crown, fo long as they are in their turn. fupported by it; but both expe
rience and reafon fhew us, that they have no force nor authority fufficient 
to maintain themfelves alone without fuch fupport *." I cannot difcover 
in what manner reafon is to fhew this; but muft own that my reafon 
fhews me the very contrary, and that on this obvious account; power 
follows property, and the peerage has been fo increafed, that it is not 
in the power of the people to chufe a Houfe of Commons that fhall 
balance the property of the Houfe of Lords; and what follows, as a 

• Hume's Ejfays. Vol. i. p. 39. 8vo edit. 

G2 necetTary 



44 POL I TIC ALE S SAY s. ESSA Y II. 

neceff'ary confequence of fuch great property, is the peerage having a 
double power, their own third-an~ a very cOl:fiderable {hare of that 

.IT tied by the Commons. Read a hit of the latler, and mark the num-poueL .' £.' I ' 
ber of relations of peers, and doubtlefs. many l11tH~ate 1fl~nc s; every man s 
private knowledge will f?ive him fpeClmens of thIs fufficle~t to fO,rm a ge
neral conjecture upon. How many borou~hs are at the abiol~t.e dlfpofal of 
peers !-But in what manner does expenence prove the OplnlOn :fketched 
by the author? that of the !ail ce?tury can only be mear:t; and I~ope 
the peerage in Charles L's tlme WIll not be compared WIth that or the 
prefent. Their property nor their numbers were by no means a. balance; 
but the cafe is very different now. UpO? ~ moderate computatlOn there 
has been added to the Houfe of peers, wlthm the lail twenty years, three 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds a year. I queilion whether Charles 
the Firil's peerage much exceeded this fum. 

SEC T. IV. 

Of tbe Royal Authority. 

T o analize this fubjeB: in the manner requifite for a regular compo
!ition, and to explain all the branches of the prerogative, would 

fill a volume, with what has already filled an hundred; inftead of which, 
I fnall only venture a few remarks on the vail fabric of the Britiili 
government, as founded on the principles of the times, as well as the 
Jetter of the law. For it is but wafting time to flate the mere rights of 
the CroWD, independent of the modern principles of adminifiration: 
The one and the other muft be blended, whenever we would acquire a 
jufl: idea of the regal authority as it really is, not as we find it laid down 
in books: An infiance will explain my meaning. The law fays, that the 
crown may refuCe arrent to all bills that have paired both Lords and Com~ 
mons, fo that no act can become law without being agreeable to the 
1,/10narc!1) but near ~eventyyears have paired fince this prerogative has been 
made uie of. "Is l~ to be [uppo[ed,. fay fome, that during [uch a period, 
there ihould 'y',- be bIlls prefented whIch the crown would not rather reject 
than agree to? Here therefore is a prerogative good for nothinG" as it 
cannot be n~ed.'~-Nothil:g, however, is more contrary to truth; but 
l?e error ~n[es rroI~ regardmg book: alone~ whi~h, difplay the preroga
tIve but ta,o::e no nOLlce of the attentIOn whIch mmIflers are (ure to o'ive 
to all bill~ that are moving in the Houfes, which the crown would ~i:fh 
to rejeCt. This attention of the minifter is no branch of prerogative:!) 

and 
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and therefor'ethe elaborate treatifes on our conftitution omit to men
tion it. 

By combining clrcumftances in this manner, it willprefently appear 
that the letter of the law is not alone to be regarded i but rather the real 
principles of. the confiitution, which in many cafes differ from it. 

The prerogative of the crown is moB: certainly curtailed in feveral 
inftances, to a feeming excefs in the eyes of thofe who think· our confii
tution too democratical: But of what value were thofe prerogatives in 
commanding a revenue, or what is the fame thing, in procuring lucra
tive employments? Thefe circumfiances are all on the fide of modern 
times. 

To form a jufi idea of the prefent real power of the crown r It IS not·· 
fufficient to look into our law books for the picture of prerogative, but 
to throw our eyes on an independent revenue of eight hundred thou
fand pounds a year-on the infinite multitude of fubjeCts abfolutely 
depending on the crown .in all our public offices, in the receipt of the 
revenue, in the army, in the navy, in the church, inthe htw, in ihort in 
everyc,oriier of the kingdom. Look into our hifiorians and fee thedef
potifm of a Henry or an Elizabeth, examine 'their prerogativesc---'NiH 
you compare them with the: riches and influence of a King of Great 
Britain? It is [carce pollible to take a fiep without meeting with {orne 
one dependent upon the crown, . 

Mr. Huine (who is by no means the moil fangulne writer in fa·vour of 
liberty) fays with much jufl:ice, after fpeaking of the effecr of property 
and riches upon liberty: " Thefe confiderationsare apt to make one 
entertain a very magnificent idea of the Britifh fpirit and love of liberty; 
fince we could maintain our fre~ government, during fo many centuries, 
againft our fovereign,. who, befides the power and dignity and majefcy of 
the crown, have always been poJreJIed of much more property than any 
fubjeCt has, ever enjoyed in any commonwealth. But it may be faid that 
this fpil'ir, however great, will never be able to fupport itfelf againft that· 
immenfe property, _ which is now lodged in the King, ,and which isfciB, 
encreafing .. Upon a moderate computation there are near three millions 
at the difpofal of the crown. The civil lift amounts to near a million; 
the collection. of all taxes to another million, and the employments in 
the army and navy, together with ecclefiafl:ical preferments, to above 
a.third million: An enormous fum, and what may fairly be computed to 

be 



POL I TIC ALE S SAY S. ESSA Y II. 

be more than a thirtieth part' of the whole income a~d labour of the 
kingdom. Vvhen we add to this imme.nfe property, t~e mcreafing luxury 
of the nation, our pronenefs to corruptIOn, together wIth the great power 
and prerogatives of the crown, and the com,mand ~f fuch nu~erous 
military forces; there is no one but mufl: defpalr of bemg able, wIthout 
extraordinary efforts, to fupport our free government much longer under 
all thefe difadvantages *." 

In the flight review I gave of the modern part of the Engliih 'hifiory, 
I took notice of the eafe with which the regal power was carried on, even 
in the mof!: important articles. The modern fyf!:em has thrown a power 
into the hands of minifl:ers unknown, even in idea,· to thofe who fixed 
our confl:itution, on what they thought juft and fafe foundations,. at the 
revolution. I know but one point of view in which the crown has of 
late years felt a want of a plenitude of authority; and this is, when it 
continues to intruft a minifier grown odious to the people. This was the 
cafe with Sir Robert vValpole; but let us confider how long it proved 
before the hatred of the nation and the oppofition in {}arliament could 
drive him from power. Other infl:ances might be given, in which, had 
the courage and abilities of the men been equal to the fi.rm foundation of 
their authority, it would have been the cafe to this and even dif!:ant days: 
But we may neverthelefs affert, that when a minif!:er (defervedly or not, 
no matter which) becomes difagreeable to the people, a f!:rong oppofition 
to him will form in parliament, he will frand the attack in proportion to 
his abilities -let them be what they may, he will continue long in power 
in fpite of oppofition, but at laf!: will be forced to yield: In this cafe, the 
crown cannot make ufe of the fervice unlimitedly of thofe it affects, unlefs 
they are agreeable to the people. This want of fuch great authority 
ngards men only, never meafures. 

In refpeB: o~ the latter no monarch ca~ defire greater power than a King 
of England enJoys: And to the leaf!: ratIOnal mind, of what account are 
r:'1e~ com pared to meafure~ ! -:--and efpecially if we confider the infinite 
'vanety of means of gratIfymg courtiers, befides adminif!:ration. From 
the revolution to this day, th,e meafures of the CroW'!l have univerfally 
been the meafures of the parlIament. Our monarchs have in no cafe of 
importanc~ ,wiihed for any fyfiem of affairs, but their wiihes have been 
almofi antI~lpated =, J::Iave they ?efired to pull down the overgrown power 
.of France, -I'vlllhons are ralfed, hundreds of thoufands march to exe-

* Elfays, Vol. i. p. 4+-8vo. edit. 
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cute their will. Does a fudden freak feize them, and make peace *" their 
darling? Meafures change at once, the peace-makers are the only bleifed. 
Does a loeal partiality for a German province render them defirous of uung 
the whole pow€r of Britain to defend it? The whole power of Britain is 
at once at their cmnmand.-National interefl:s are forgot, German ones 
alone are remembered. Do they contraCt a friendfhip for a foreign Q~een 
and a hatred for a rival King? The nation i~mediately fights the battles 
of that Queen. But do they change their opinion and contraCt a friend
£hip with the formerly hated King in oppofition to the formerly beloved 
~een ?--The nation immediately fights the battles of that King.-. -In 
£hort, we may nm round an eternal circle of quefiions, the an[wers win 
ever be precifely the fame. 

Nor is it alone in matters of fuch great importance as peace and wall 
that the croWn poffeffes this competent power; all others, wherein a com
petition can arife, are fure to terminate in the fame manner: A review of 
the late periods of our hif!:ory, minute enough to exhibit the infiances of 
this truth, would be too tedious; few, however, I apprehend will dif
pute it. 

From this fair and impartial view of the prefent f!:.lte of our confl:i~ 
tution, we may clearly determine that the prerogatives, of which the 
crown hath been firipped, are not in value to be compared to its prefent 
power. Regal authority has, fince the revolution, taken the legal method 
of carrying all points; which, in the hands of a fenfibleprince, is a power 
equal to that of any potentate of Europe. A King of England has un
bounded means of rewarding any man in the mof!: ample manner, and by 
methods which cannot poffibly give umbrage to his fubjeCts. And whatever 
political meafures he may be defrrous of effeCting, he can always command' 
the execution, if he will intruft it in the hands approved by parliament .. 
There nevet arifesin this nation any difficulty in executing the· royal mea
fUres, nor in procming the grants neceffary for fuch execution, be they 
cv-et fo large. The quefiion that enfues is not,' Shall the thing be done? 
but, Who }hall do it? A King of England need in no cafes to have any 
trouble in being obeyed to the utmofl:: He has only to fay,. Such, Gentle
men, is my pleqfut'e; let thofe execute it cf whom my Jubjefls have the befl. 
~pinion. Obedience follows fwift as thought; in fome few cafes it is the 
moft political conduCt in this manner to confider only the meafure; but
in very numerous ones-both meafures and men are equally under 
€ommand. 

* See the lq/i years of ftueen Anne. 

The 
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The authority here flated is very ample': But will it be found precifely 
thus in our law-books? By no means; 1 mnH again repeat it, I endea
vour to {ketch the reality of our preient conftitution and not confine my
felf to copying books: La~ tells u~, that the King has th~ powe~ of 
peace and vvar: Eut what lllformatlOn do we. find fl~om t~IS? It IS a 
founding prerogative, but not worr.h a groat wIthout ~f)methIDg further, 
of which the law tells us he has no power over, VIZ. money: From 
whence it is by fome concluded, that the crown is {hipped of [orne of its 
laea prerogatives, and that thofe left are nothing but words: But look 
into things: Do we find that regal authority is infufficient for the making 
war and peace at plea[ure, and the procuring whatever [urns are necdfary 
for them? May we not, therefore, from all thefe circum fiances jufl:ly 
conclude, that the real power of the crown has been much greater fince, 
than ever it was before the revolution. Prerogative was then a dangerous 
two-edged weapon, which cut its poiTeHor often more terribly than the 
fubjea: But not the leaf!: hazard attends the poueffion of the legal rights 
1yhich we have found fo infinitely fuperior. -

SEC T. V. 

Liberty 0/ the /ubjeR refolting from the Harmony 0/ the whole. 

rlf- 0 affert tbatour bl~ff:d conf!:itution is not fauhlefs; is ?-othing more 
j than to fay, that It IS the work of man: FtrfealOn IS no more to; 

be found in government than in morals . 

. , Ih~ve, in a former feClion, difplayed the .great inequality of the repre
lent~tlOn ~of ~he people; and proved that If the people are fuppofed to 
co~hft_ at thHty-t~o parts, thir~y:-o?e of them, or ~t Ieaft a vel~y great 
~aI t a1 e n~t repr~iented at all. .1 hIS It mufi b: confeRed removes perfett 
lIberty to lome OlHance ; and If we were to Judge only by appearances 
would make one con.elude, that much the greatef!: part of the nation were 
nearer i1ave~'y than hberty. Nothing however of this is the cafe, for we 
find b~ !1avmg recoll~fe to our hiftory, and by obferving attentively the 
ge.nc:al l~lfiuence of bber.ty upon the race of people before our eyes, that. 
t~IS ,meihmable bleffing IS far more equally divided than a view alone of 
tne ImaU number of electors "'liQuId fuffer llS to imagine Thl's p 'h 

i' I . F . • el aps 
re u t8, 1Il lOme meaiure, from the low and inconfiderable rank of m ,l.t·-. 
~ d .L h -. Ll. 1 
ell es 01 t e preient voters ;--thelr members cannot by any 
l' kId' . means 

t 1111 ~ t lem eierYlng of particular privileges ; and were they read to 
agree to them, the other branches of the legiflature, not having the Tame 

motives, 
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motives, could never allow of laws of fuch a tendency: Thus, on a nearer 
examination, we find the three branches of IegiDature are fo mutually a 
check on each other, that there is little fcar of fuch partial Ia\.vs as I juft 
.HOW hinted at. ' 

In the Iail: feaion I proved, I apprehend fufficiel.1tly, that q1e crO\Ii'll 

had gained greatly in power by the alterations that has taken "place in the 
principles of the confiitution finee the revolution. The liberty of the 
fubjea is likewife beyond all doubt greater than before that baFf'!' 
cpocha: In what manner is this feeming contradiCtion to be reconciled? 
In the Iafi age, the regal authority was exerted in violent aas of arbitrary 
power againft the per[ons of the fubjeCls--and in fqueezing triHillg 
fums of money from them in an unlawful and unpopular manner: This. 
was called prerogative; the ufe of it to the fovereign was abfolutely con
temptible, but the burthen to the people prodigious: Not that the num
ber oppreJIed was certainly very great, but the terror hung upon all, and 
no liberty could be faid to exifi while none were fecure that the preroga·
tive might not be exerted againfi them. The number, however, probably 
was more confiderable than has come to our knowledge, for in periods of 
fuch uncertain laws, the lowefi officers afiume the regal authority, and 
Dpprefs thofe who never beheld the fource of their evils. Thus all 
liberty was of precarious poJIeffion: The fovereign was odious to the 
people without reaping any advantages adequate to the lofs of their 
affection. May we not from henc.e aJIert, that the crown has gained in· 
power and riches, at the fame time that the people's liberty is .rendered 
more fecure ? . 

Trade"and commerce have fo totally changed the principles of the times, 
that money is in this age the only thing a King can want. The King of 
England, whofe power is controlled by the laws, wants not an addition 
to his prerogative; money fupplies every thing: As long a8 his govern
ment is fo adminifiered as to command the neceiTary fums, it m~tters not 
what his prerogative is; modern refinements, as I have already difplayed, 
have brought this command of the purfe to be regular and [ccure: And 
as every :£hilling is raifed in a legal manner, by authority of parliament, 
millions are gained of the people with the utmoft cafe and without a mur
mur; to the hundreds which our prerogative Kings fqueezed with fo much 
violence from them. 

It is not from hence, however, to be concluded, that no remnants of 
.arbitrary power have been met with in our confiitution fince the revolu
tlon: Some there undoubtedly has, and perhaps none more firiking than 

. H general 
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general warrants and the feizure of papers; but the idea of Iibe.rty. is. fo 
ftrongly impreffed on the minds of the people, that any moment III wlnch 
a rag of defpotifm appears to influe~lce the c?nduCt of an unpopular 
mininer, fpeedily kindles a flame whlch ends 1ll favour. of reafon and 
jufiice. 1 here are fome powers, even a~ prefent, .lodged III the .hands of 
certain crown officers, not altogether confifient with a perfect lIberty of 
the fabjeCt; but fome are left the.m to ure at their Jifcretion and peril, and 
others will probably bring their remedy when fome blundenng hand 
applies them unikilfully. 

U pall the whole, the laws which have been framed, with a peculiar 
eye to the proteCtion of liberty, have been fo happily fuccefsful in effect
ino- their aim, that every man's perfon and property are fafe from the 
arbitrary attacks of regal authority--his houfe is his caftle-- his papers 
are facred, he is free to publi£h his fentiments to the world under the 
fanCtion of that greatefi pillar of all freedom, The liberty of the prefs ; 
and even in cafe of being an offender, power, by habefls corpus, cannot 
imprifon without £hewing legal caufe; nor can any injufiice be done him 
even by the highefi power, without laying itfelf open to a profecution at 
law. All thefe birthrights and privileges of Britons form a Iyfiem of 
liberty, fo happily tempered between flavery and licentioufnefs, that the 
like is not to be met with in any other country on the globe: And 
although an abJolute perfeCtion does not in every article exifi, yet we may 
venture to a!fert, that the defects are extremely trifling in comparifon with 
the excellencies. 

S E G T. vt 
Of tbe Duration of the COl!flitutio1t. 

I. F the adminiftration of government conducts itfelf fo exceeding 
-, fmoothly, and fo much to the ample fatisfaCtion of the crown at the 
fame time that the liberty of the fubjeCt is fo finely fecure; it ~ufi be 
c.0nfe!fed that this perio.d is bleffed with a mofi happy mean of power and 
freedom: Bu.t from thIS .plea~ng con0deration of it there refults a very 
n~tural enqmry conce~ll1ng Its duratIOn. A people mufi be fl:rangely 
bigotted to themfe!ves if t?ey could think only of their own liberty and 
hot o~ that of theIr pofienty; or if they could enjoy the greatefi free
dom III any?ranch of the confiitution with eafe, if there was the leafl: 
1eafon to thll1~ they poffe!fed it in return for that which might one 
day enflave theIr country. It has been :/.hewn in the preceding fection 

with-
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with how much eafe the adminiftration of government is conducted: 
This is a very great advantage doubtlefs, but we mufi here examine the· 
principles of it, and endeavour to difcover if it proceeds from calJfes 
which may be attended in the long run with fatal confequences to liberty 
in general. 

The fagacious Montefquieu prophecies the deftruCl:ion of our conf!:itu
tion; his words will form no bad text to comment on in the prefem 
enquiry. "Comme toutes les chofes humaines ont une fin, l'etat dont 
nous parlons perdra fa liberte, il perira. Rome, Lacedemone & Carthage 
ont bien peri. Ii perira lorfque la puiffance legiflative fera plus corrumpue 
que l'executrice *." 

The executive power becoming corrupt is an equivocal expreffion; for 
the term muft in this place mean an inordinate defire of greater power 
than the laws allow: Such corruption cannot fo much arife from the 
principles of any age as from the accidental difpofition of the fovereign. 
The legiflative power, therefore, becoming more corrupt than the execu
tive, is nothing mbre than becoming corrupt itfelf; for no one can doubt 
but liberty is gone when the legiilative part of the government is corrupted 
enough to neglect it, without meafuring the degree of fuch corruption 
by that of the executive part. 

There can be no doubt but Mr. de Montefquieu means to found 
rhm defiruCtion of the Britiih confiitution in luxury: This is plain 
eaotf the inftances he quotes, Rome, Carthage and Lacedemon; and 
Ekewife from a paffage in liv. 7. ch. 4. " Les republiques finiffent 
par Ie luxe." And it it is very plain he extends it to free monarchies, 
by his remark, " La monarchie fe perd, lorfque Ie prince rapportant tout 
uniquement a lui, appelle l'etat a fa capitale, la capitale a la cour, & la 
cour a fa feule perfonne," which is a mere definition of luxury in the 
effeC1s. 

But in what manner is luxury to be the ruin of a confiitution which is 
fo little open to the changes and alterations which were for ever in that 
of Rome--which in its nature cannot be liable to fuch an overturn as 
.the 10fs of the fenate's authority at Carthage; and as to Lacedemon no 
parallel can be drawn between the government and principles of Sparta 
and Britain-and yet luxury undoubtedly ruined all three: It is evident 
from the ilighteft attention, that if :£he likewife deftroys the liberty of 

~ De L' EJPrit des Loix, liv, 2 I. eh. 6. 
H2 Britain, 
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Britain, it mufi be by extending dependence on the crown: I! ever the 
prodigal ,vaIlts of the legii1ative power render them dependIng on the 
executive, the conftitution will be undone--and palpably by luxury. 

In a preceding [eEtion I mentioned the prodigious influence of the 
crown, by means of the infinity of its ~epen?ants.:--The. earl of. Bath~ 
in his much adn:.ircd traB:, fpeaks of tIus fubJccr "Vvl~h a rartlcular VIe,,: to 
the Clfety of the confbtution: No apology is necdbry for the quotatlOn. 
~, Con{iclerably above an hundred millions of debt, the fun; we muft b,~ 
obb::,:d to fit down with at the end of the prefent war, IS a burtheH; 
Tvvhi~h, howner immenle, experience has taught us, contrary to all 
tI1C:J;"'-, we GnU be able to bear without bankruptcy. As our expences 
h:lve 'cncreafed, we have found, contrary to the predictions of gloomy 
n::hir:ians, tt2!t our abilicies to bear them have encreafed alfo-.--But 
thol1gil our debts be not too great for the riches of our country, they are 
much too great for the independency of its conftitution. }<'or when I 
confider the infinite dependence upon the crown created by means of 
them, throughout the kingdom, amongft all degrees of men; when I 
reHea on the many thoufands of placemen of every denomination, who 
are employed in the colleCtion of the vafl: variety of taxes now levied on 
the public; and take a view of a far greater number of fervants of the 
crown, both civil and military, for whofe fupport fo confiderable a £hare of 
the public revenue is fet apart, too many of whom I fear might be tempted 
to aiIifl: in extending the influence of the prerogative to the prejudice of 
public liberty; when I confider our vaH load of taxes, in this point of view; 
I cannot help obferving the amazing revolution in our government which 
this {lngle article has brought about; nor enough lament the unhappy 
circumfianccs of affairs, and the neceffities of the war) which have 
forced us to an annual expence, unknown to former times, and which 
will be almofl: incredible to pofierity. I believe I can venture to fay upon 
memory, that the expences of the war for all King vVilliam's reip'n, about 
thirteen years, were not, at a medium, above three millions and a half a 
year; and ~een Anne's, though the lafl: years were exorbitant, were 
little more/han five ~n~llions. Wh.at they.are now I figh to think on, 
tV'i:elv~ or lOurtcen Imlhons (had hlS lordjhlp wrote later he might have 

Jmd eIghteen or t'tven(r) are demanded without referve; and what is frill 
more, voted without oppofi~ion. Nat, of fo little confequence is it now, 
th.ol1ght, by our reprefent.atlves to dehberate on the weighty bufmefs of 
fading money on the. fubJect, that fcarcely can forty of them be got to
gether, to hear the efbmates for ,at leafi one hundred and fourfcore thozifan4 
men, for [0 many we have now In our pay j and to borrow eight millions 

(he 
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(he might afterwards have/aid twelve) the fum by which our expences 
eXceed our income *." 

The noble author, in this pa{fage, {ketches the danger of the confl:itu
tion from the vaft riches which commerce has poured into the country, 
in creating fuch a dependence upon the crown; which is but in other 
words the work of the corruption foretold by Montefquieu. Such great 
wealth, and yet greater credit, increaies the inequality of mankind, and 
multiplies at a prodigious rate the wants and expenees of all ranks of 
people.--Venality is the univerfal confequence, and when every man 
knows there is a fund capable of gratifying, to fo high a degree, the 
craving de fires of all who can return the leafl: equivalent, dependence 
muftenfue; the extent of which can alone overturn the conftitution of 
Britain. 

For if, in this vail: chain, the IegiDature lhould com pore a link, the 
ruin would immediately follow. The enquiry, therefore, turns upon the 
poffibility and probability of fnch a fatal pitch of corruption: That it is. 
pollible no one can contradiEt--but as for the probability--let us all 
pray to heaven to avert fo dire a misfortune. The expediency of a place
bill has often firuck the Houfe of Commons itfelf, but never came to 
any thing: The prefent law of re-eleCtion, on accepting any, would be 
of infinite confequence if the number of reprefentatives was greatly 
increafed, but while they are fo few in comparifon with the total of the 
people, and while fuch numbers of borouglls are either entirely vena], or 
totally dependent on the great and rich, it mufl: be allowed that this act
is very far from enfuring fecurity to the conftitution. 

The wonderful eafe with which adminifiration has been carried on in the 
hands of fuch a variety of minificps of all-abilities, proves plainly enough 
that the influence of the crown is prodigious; and it is this general in
fluence, not the great abilities of a minifl:er, that is moft to be feared by a 
free people: It is the venality of the times which faps the foundations of 
well-wrought fyfiems of liberty, and which provides the tools of defpo
tifm ready for the hands of the meanefl: tool of power. "If the people' 
is growing corrupt, fays Lord Bolingbroke, there is no need of capacity 
to contrive, nor of infinuation to gain, nor of plaulibility to ieduce, nor 
of eloquence to per[uade, nor of authority to impofe, nor of courage to 
attempt. The moft incapable, aukward, ungracious, {hocking, proHigate, 
;tnd timorous wretches, invefted with pm,ver al~d maners, of the pur[e,' 

'* Letter to Two Circat Mn, p. 43. 
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will be fufficient for the work, when the people are accomplices in it. 
Luxury is rapacious; let them feed it; the more it is fed the .more 
profufe it will grow. Want is the confequence of profufion, venahty of 
want, and dependence of venality. By this progreffion the firft men of 
a nation will become the penGoners of the Ie aft ; . and he who has talents 
the moil implicit tool to him who has none *." 

Does not this mallerly {ketch exhibit to us pretty nearly the picture of 
the prefent age? Do we not behold a moft uncommon eagernefs to po{fefs 
tHe public money? With what unabating ardour are penfions, pla~es, pofts, 
offices, commiffions, and the whole range of crown preferment, fought 
after even by thofe who were born to independent fortunes! No wonder 
that thofe dellitute of [uch advantages fhould become the tools of power. 
In fuch an overwhelming tide of avarice, very few are attentive to correct 
as much as is in their power the fatal principles of the times, which fap, 
fo imperceptibly to the multitude, the foundations of their freedom: The 
moil notorious venality pa{fes with nothing but a flight cenfure on the 
character of the individual; ideas of public danger feldom arife from 
inilances in this way the moil profligate. The Court Kalendar is a par
lour window-book in every houfe, for ever pored over for the amufement 
of longing avarice; how few figh over thofe immenfe liils through the 
love of liberty alone !-War, taxes, debts, funds, and all the confe
quences of our prodigious trade, are regretted no further than as burthen
fame to in.dividuals, not as parts of that vail fabric of dependency on 
the crown, which they moil undoubtedly form, and from which there is 
reafon to fear the woril of confequences. Can anyone read the lifts of 
the Lords and Commons, without trembling to find fuch a prodigious 
nu~ber ?f places, commiffions, .&c . . enjoyed by thofe only guardians of 
B~ltl{h. hberty. Can any one l~nag111e,. that the multiplicity of thofe 
WIthout doors, who polTefs polls 111 the gIft of the crown, are in the leaft 
d.egree independent, w~ilfl: we h~,:e feen fuchfweeps amongft them more 
than once on change~ 111 the mlnIilry? The variation of parties prove 
clearly enough the l.mport~nce of the chain of dependency to thore 
w~o condua tl:e publIc affaIrs. I have already obferved that the prefint 
enjoyment of lIberty does not fuffer from the fmoothnefs of parliamentary 
buJ1n:fs, nor fron: the extent of the regal influence, nor am I here 
~pplY111g the venalIty of the age to the age itfelf; I rather aim at point
:ng out the tendency o~ f~ch univerfal dependency, and the danger there 
IS t.hat our ?appy conil:t~HlOn may not long remain on thofe fecure foun
datIOns whIch have hItherto formed fuch a peculiar bleffing to this 

~ Idea of a Patriot King, p. 120. 

country. 
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country. The fpirit of independency and freedom raifed the fabric
it is the fpirit of venality that can alone deftroy it. 

Our anceftors, in recalling the conftitution to its true principles, or 
more properly fpeaking, in creating it, guarded with the' utmoft pre
caution the fubjeB:s liberty againft the open power of the crown; but 
they could not be aware that a new moniter, called public credit, would 
be born to befiege that fortrefs by fap, which they had laboured fo inde
fatigably to fecure againft the attack by fiorm. But this hydra-headed 
enemy threatens to overturn the mighty fabric, founded on their blood and 
wifdom: Happy for our pofierity if fome future patriots {hould bring 
back that confiitution, which is the peculiar glory' of their country, to 
its true genuine principles, which are far enough removed from venality 
and dependence "*. 

The prodigious commerce carried on by Britain, which has been fO' 
many years upon the encreafe, hath introduced immenfe riches and frill 
greater public credit, which, by multiplying their figns, and enlarging to 
a vafi degree the national circulation, hath introduced a mofi confuming 
luxury, which neceifarily is attended with the effeCts I have been difplay
ing. This nation has hitherto enjoyed all the convenience, eafe" and 

* The befi infl:ituted governments, like the bell: con!l:ituted animal bodies, carry in them 
the feeds of their defl:rutl:ion; and though they grow and improve for a time, they will foon 
tend vifibly to their diffolution. Every hour they live is an hour the lefs that they have to 
live. All that can be done, therefore, to prolong the duration of a good government, is t~ 
draw it back, on every favourable occafion, to the firft good principles on which it was founded. 
When thefe occafiolls happen often and are well improved, fuch govern nents are profpcrous 
and durable. \Vhen they happen feldom, or are ill improved, thefe political bodies Jive in 
pain or in languor, and die foon. Idea of a Patriot King, p. 136. 

Tim~ only, and long experience, can bring remedies to the defeCts in the cufl:oms of a 
:£tate, whore form is already determined; and this ought always to be attempted with a view 
to the plan of its original coni1:itution: This is Co certain, that whenever we fee a fiate 
conduCted by meafures contrary to thofe made ufe of in its foundation, we 111ay be affurea 
a great revolution is at hand; nor do the application of the befi remedies operate upon d i[-
cafes that refifi their force. Sully's Memoirs, vol. i. p. 372. 3,·0. 

In forming this government a latent evil crept into the vitals of the flate, -and hath, ill> 
the couree of time, poifoned every part of the confiitution. Corruption, that undermining 
mifchief, hath fapped the foundation of a fabric, whore building was cemented with the 
blood of our befi citizens. The growing evil hath fpread far and wide, tainted the minds. 
of men with fuch incurable degeneracy, that the virtue of our forefathers is become the 
ridicule of every modern politician. 

)Vtts. M'Aulay's Introdualan to her l-lijlory oj England, vol. i. p. I6. 
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e1egance of luxury, without paying for thofe enjoyments with the 10fs 
vr"hberty. But it is not from thence to be concluded, .that a perpetlt~l 
immunity from the natural effects of fo potent a c<lufe, 18 to be the pr~
vilege of Britons: The conflitntion is moft u,ndo:rbtedly open to thIs 
attack, and there iE', too much rea[oD to fear that tt wlll one day fall under 
it. Many circumfiances may accelerate or retard the catafirophe, but 
unlefs much fironger patriotic efforts are made, than. we have any rea
fon to expect, venality muft inevitably ruin that glono~s monument o~ 
Britiih liberty.-I have hitherto c~nfined ~llyfelf ~o tlll~ fingle ba:le ot 
freedom, but there are fome other pomts whlch requue a httle attentlOn. 

* * 
The difpofition and genius of a monarch mufl: be of no trifling C011-

fequence, in times that are critical to public liberty; either in the very 
period of the conflict or unoppo[ed defiruftion, or in thofe which are 
preparatory to it. It has been often obferved, that republics and free 
monarchies frequently owe their liberty to a want of great abilities in 
thofe individuals, whofe fiations give them an opportunity to endeavour, 
at leafi, to enflave their country: The remark is in a great meafure jufi, 
and hifiory will, in abundance of countries, prove it; but it is very far 
from being univerfa1. The fpirit and temper of fome nations, and the 
principles of [orne confiitutions, muft form exceptions to this rule, and 
frequently difplay certain fituations, in which ihiking abilities are more 
apt to retard than accelerate the work. 

To apply this reafoning immediately to the conftitution of Great Bri
tain, it is neceffary to obferve, that in what age foever a defign was 
formed againft it, the fureft way of fucceeding would be to fall in with 
the m~nners ~nd principles of the times, to affift them imperceptibly in 
DperatlD~ theIr natural effect, to wait very patiently their courfe, and 
never achvely exert perlonal genius, but in certain critical moments when 
activity enfures fuccefs: Even this ule of o-enius would be of no effect 
without th~ I?receding patience and inacti~ty; it would even mar the 
'Work. Thls IS an exaCt piaure of Cromwell's conduct. 

Charles the Firft and Second, and James the Second, aCted diamctri
~qlly contrary: For iI;fiead of being guided by the principles of the 
tlmes, they blundered Impetuoufly in contradiaion to them: If it is 001-

Ehie to make a ~andle of .religion, none is more powerful, and Cr;m
well .bad ~h~ gel11us to do It.-But thofe princes, by being bigotted to 
certam OpInIOnS, would have confounded the moil confummate policy in 

every 
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'every other refpeCt, had they poffeifed. i~: :. Nor was this by any means 
their only mifi:ake, for they applied violence at conjunCtures, when pa .. 
tience and the ma!k of plaufibility would have commanded fuccefs; 

, 
After thereftoration of liberty, under King William, when the royal 

prerogative was fo clearly defined that no open violence could be corn mit
ted on the fubjeCl, under pretence of hereditary rights; it was very 
evident that the conftitution was fafe from fuch. attacks, as it had expe
rienced under the Stuarts. Commerce incr~afed, private opulence was 
con{iderable, and luxury .made large ftrides.---:--Tile principles of the 
age became totally different from tnofe of the preceding: Any prince, 
therefore, that was to form a defign againft the liberty of his fubjects, 
would be extremely abfurd to t:rke the fame meafures which would have 
enfured fuccefs in a former age: Venality isr4e patural .confequence of 
Ipxury, an.d :he who £bould have formed th~ atte;g;l,p:t on any other grounds 
wouldfoon pay for his mift.ake. ': ~, 

". 
, ~ I' ~ r ! \: 1 

Standin.g a.rmies have been much haranglied againfi as dangerous to 
liberty: They caLmot well be ftiled conftitutional, and in proportion,' to 
the exten{ion of dependence oG,caJiqned. bYcthem, they are pernicious; 
but as to, the mere matter 'of their forcci, in 'executing violent defigns 
againfi: tne pe<;>ple, a monarch who dependeq onluch engines alone, would 
find them ·but broken rufhes: And confidered in'this light, an army of 
foldiers is not half 'fo much to be dreaded 'as an army of placemen and 
'PenfioFlers, efpecially while they are not excluded from ----. 
But I have already pointed outthe prefent defeCts of our confiitutibn. 

, 
While luxury, and its attendant venality, are in a good meafure the 

charaCterifiics of the age, I hefitate not the leafi in afferting, that a prince, 
in refpeCtof overturning liberty, whether througl~ his own defigns, in 
the time of completion, or undefignedly in that preceding it, had better 
be without great abilities than poffefs them. Genius is very apt to be 
fiery and impetuous; for meafuring its own powers with thofe of the 
common herd, it feels a fuperiority that gives a vigorous aclivity, rather 
than a cautious prudence, and the impatience which ever attends this cele
rity of mind, would overturn in one day the filent operations of half 
an age. 

Let us fuppofe a monarch of difiinguifhed abilities, but full of arbi
trary defigns, to mount the Britifh throne: Thofe very abilities, unlefs 
they were fuch as wore the maik of a Cromwell, would hurry him into 
indifcretions which would awaken fufpici:on .among his [ubjeU:s.-Hls 

I ill 
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ill intentions would be prefently gue!fed at and dreaded: The eye of 
}ealoufy would be thrown on all his aClions, and every eve~1t. of his. ~e~gn 
fcanned with an attention to its remoteft tendency. Stnkmg abrhtles y 

which, being regal, muft necdI:'1rily be 1l1agr:jfied~ would totally. pre
vent that darwerous fecurity, into which a natIon IS lulled by feemg a 
virtuous prin~e on the throne. vVhen fllfpicion was once got abroad\> 
light trifles· would ferve to raife a ferment in the minds of the people, and 
lay the foundation for a determined fpirit of freedom, which catching 
alarm at the very beginning of the prince's operations, would meet the 
invader of their liberty -with an oppofitionunthought of and uncon
querable. 

The very contrary of all this is the cafe under Kings who harbour' 110"; 

fuch defigns, or who have the art of totany difguiGng them. The people" 
trufl: in the virtues of their monarch,and feein'g nothing that gives them 
caufe to fufpea, have no idea of a lurking danger.- In. an age of luxury, 
venality and corruption, fuch monarchs carryon the buunefs of govern-
ment in the common ftated comfe; and although, in fuch times, the 
hinge of all authority ~.uft- turn on the prlncip}es of the age, yet the
people being fo accuftomed to fee fueh ,avaft chain of dependency, they do 
not fear from it the lofs of their libert-t,unlefs fome impolitic fiep renders; 
a recourfe to it necdfary to the croWn in impolitic meafures. ,! 

Such reigns as thefe, of which I am [peaking, may deluge the land: with 
venality, and yet never raife fufpicion ;-nor even an idea, that bufineis, 
.carried on fo much in its common courfe, can ever tend to any thing. Uncom
mon. If fome falfe fteps are taken, the people turn their eyes upontheir 
foverejgn; feeing no arbitrary mind there, and knowing the v:irtu~ of his 
cI:aracter, attribute all to the minifter, and have not a thought further than 
hIS removal :--Adminifiration flows on in the fame courfe, and not G. 
fufpicion remains~ 

\Vhether the monarch be fincere in his virtue, or whether his condua
is all art .and ~ece~t, n~a~es no difference to this argument, pyovided the 
'p~ople thmk hlm Jufl:, It IS enough. In the reiO'ns which prepare. through: 

I" (. 1 b, 
v~Da itT, )or t 1e at~ack--or in that of the at~empt itfelf, this apparent 
vlr~lle Zd1C1 moderatIOn are equally neceff'ary to infure fuccefs. The bufi
:ceis e,l} only be effected by venality, and this vice is confidered even 
by the. -,Ci hol~ people, as a nothing, when a good King is on the throne. 
Sometlmes, mdeed, an unpopular minifter is mifchievous to the defio-n' 
~l1d it rn_t~{t be confdfed, that in this refpeCl fuch monarchs, as I h~v; 
Jllfl: mcn~::'n,~d, may eafily retard the work; the very contrary of which is 

5 fufpeCted 
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fufpeB:ed by the people, who are made to believe, by the enemies of fuch 
minifiers, that their defigns are bad, and having long heard of oppofi
tions formed againfi them in vain, by degrees take part againft them, as 
if liberty was in danger: But in fact Ihe can never be fo htfe; fuch 
minifters would never be kept an hour by a prince who was political 
enough to fee the true road to arbitrary power. The popular minifier (if 
the term was not a contradiClion) who filences all oppofition, and is be
loved too much to be fufpeaed, is, of all other animals, the moft dangerous 
to the liberty of a free monarchy: He is the very tool a politically ill 
defigning prince would willi for. 

The di[cerning clearly the means of deftroying liberty, is the furefe 
method of learning how to defend it. Let us form a fuppolition : 

If a monarch, in ail age of luxurious profufion, was to form the 
,clefign of de1lroying the conftitution, by rendering himfelf 'abfolute, and 
was to poffefs the ,abilities requifite for the attempt, he would never, for a 
£Ingle moment, think of uling any means but what arofe naturally from 
the principles of the age. Finding himfelf in the poffeffion of a great 
independent revenue, and feeing fuch a vaH portio11 of his fubjects de
pending on him for innumerable pofis, and preferment of all kinds, he 
'would undoubtedly e~tend this chain of influence--nurfe this child of 
corruption with the utmoft affiduity. He would ftudy the manners and 
charaClers of aU the members of the legiflature, and all who were likely 
to become fuch, with the greateft attention; he would difcover their 
foibles, and prefently fee the eafieft method of adding them to his lijl; he 
would difcern thofe whom penfions would command, thofe who were 
moil attached to titles, ribbons and rank; nor would he overlook thofe 
whom certain condeJcetiftons and flight marks of refpeCt would engage; 
and if any fhould feem independent, in {pite of all thefe attacks, he 
would fpeedily fathom all their connection and friendfhips, and probably 
would difcover [orne unguarded opening for his batteries to play againft:. 
How few! How infinitely few, are to be found that would continue proof 
againil aU the efforts of a monarch from whofe favour flow riches, ho ... 
nours, rank, titles, and every thing that can captivate the avarice, the 
vanity, and the imaginations of mankind! 

But his attention would not be directed totally to this c1a(s of fubjeCls ~ 
On all occafions his general carriage to the meaneft people would be eafy, 
affable and captivating. In all his actions and converh'ltion he would dif .... 
play the moil perfect afFeaion for his people, and the utmoit regard for 
their honour and reputation: Nothing can make a monarch more popubJ: 

I ~ the-Hi 
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than exalting the charaCter of his nation-vovvlng, for inftan~e, that he 
would make their name as terrible to the world as ever that of a Roman 
was. Crornv-,'ell perfettly well unucrHood this. 

Public liberty, as far as it would be from his heart, would, on all pr~-:" 
per occauol1s, be ready enough on his tongue; and having- brollght hIS 
people to believe him a Patriot King, it would be an extreme eafy tafk 
to thro\-y any accidental failing or unexpected turn on his minifters :. The 
people are ever ready to roafi a minifl::er, and on finding how ready the 
King would' be to part with them, would for ever exculpate him. But 
he vvonid, above all, take mofi fpecial care never to contraCt fuch <1. 

friendihip for a fervant as to make his removal irkfome to him; but turn 
any from their pofl::s, the removing of whom would be pleafing to the 
people. And as there arifes. confl::antly a fet of patriots, pretended ones
at leafl:, V,'hD oppofe court meafures till they can become courtiers them-
{elves, and are withal wonderfully popular, he would be ever ready to 
receive [nch into his minifl:ry, cordially to accept their fervices, and by 
their rneans extend and forward his plan more than it would otherwife 
be pollible to do.--For thefe mock patriots being poifeifed of the con-
fidence of the people, would have the power-of granting every thing to 
their fovereign's will; and fuch a fovereign, as 1 f£eakof, would_ prefently 
give them the inclination" 

Amongfi the various men, which, in a limited monarchy, mufl necef
farily, at different times, become his minifiers, fuch a prince would 
doubtl~is ,mark h.is opportunities for ma~ing advances of c.on[equence_, 
'\ivhen iucn were m power as were pecuharly formed for hIs bufinefs.: 
~aving thwwn ,his own char~aer, with the people,. into the point of" 
VIew he could wlfh, and at all tnnes commanding a mofi prodigious fyfieru 
of dependency; he would now and then gain, throua-h the minifl::er the 

iT: b' 
pa11ll1g a b.w for the increafe of his own power, which beina- artfully 

'd . h b concelveL, 1m.:; t carry an appearance of public benefit to deceive the 
1 7 ~, 'h 1 ~COrlC) \HV) tru1hng 111 t e exce lence of their King, would- be almofl:: 

blind ,yith iDfatuzrtion, Hifiory fufficiently allows this aiIertion :. Certain 
tl_'Y~S gai,~_:>l fl11g1~I in this m,a,n~er, and never made direc( ufe of, but 
r~ti1er rUHi~red to ib::p> v:nUl'_I 111 procefs of time throw fuch, power into 
c n ~l;~~:~~S',"~~l . ,-jJ~lr~~>n ?f tL:: ?::ople, ,as vvould enable, him to complete 
the >, ~u .. "' lln Dlh llLL chfficuh}. But If -they were qUIcker-lighted and 
mLn.nll_,~<~d, the Iller:2.; .-::h \"iOUl:1 ever be ready to facrifice his tool, and in 
th.s F:nble of chC':nc:;mg, and with propee managing the new one, arepeal 
of, ,\-~,<h~: Qwa: p~fk:~l vl,,:mld be caGly efcape.d without his, own. popularity 
bCLa Lv le,,{l: III canger, 

Such: 
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Such a; conduct, purfued ill a confiftent manner, with the common, 
management of the venal tribe, and above all with due patience, wou.Jd 
be the only method that could be attended with fuccefs.--The difficul
ties of it, and the time requifite for effecting it, would depend upon the 
degree of venality which governed the times: In an age wherein Luxury, 
with all her attendants, afofe to a very high pitch, the bufinefs would be 
eafily performed; fo eafily that it would furprize even the monarch him
felf. I have made no mention of military force; as necdfary as it might 
be vvhen the work was finifherl- even an idea of the ufe of it would mar 
all in the execution~ 

From this rough draught of a pernicious plan, it fure1y appears, that 
by far the moft important part of it is to have patience enough to leave 
the vices of the times to work their natural effects: The affif1:ance given 
them requires art and cunning more than firiking abili ties, which, in nine 
hundred inftances out of a thoufand, would he too im petuous for the 
bufinefs; whereas very moderate ones are not infinitely more common, 
but much nearer conneCted with the requiiite cunning and deceit:. For 
if the monarch's genius was known (and how improbable that it :fhould 
not!) that very circumftance would keep alive fufpicions if ever raifed" 
which in the other cafe would never have had being. 

As to the cafe of fuch a defign bei'ng the work of a miniHer, it is cer:~ 
tainly very pollible and in many cafes probable, efpecially if he is a. popu ... · 
1ar one, and is able tolerably to preferve the opinion of the people after 
his acceffion to power. But in this refpett, as in the former, the degree 
of venality common would determine it: But if ever it was effected by a 
minifter, his mafier would confequently be of very moderate abilities.. 
" There are very great qualities, fays Dr. Campbell, requifite in a prince 
who aims himfelf at overturning a confiitution: But pafilve obfiinclcy is a 
quality not hard to be met with, and this conduCt, by a deflgning minifl:er.,. 
will do the work to the full as well 'F." This maxim is drawn from the 
deflruCtion of French liberty; the latter part is applicable, in a good: 
meafure, to the conftitution of Britain.: But the very great qualities men-· 
tionec1 in the former part, 1 think 1 have {hewn, mufl: be very UjlCOlmtzoJJ, 

ones, from the neceffityof being fo intimately blended with. very mean 
ones, diffimulation and cunning. This, however, is with. refpeCl. to the 

. ~enal age and conftitution of Britain:. In other times anJ countries, the· 
maxims might admit of very few exceptions. 

Fl'.Olll1 
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JFtoal there remarks we may venture to conclude, that if thofe men, 
who, from their rank or fortune, may have it in. their po~er to protect 
the liberty of their country, would really do t~elr. utmoft 111 fo noble a 
buhnefs; the only means of being [uccefsful, IS, 111 all venal ages~ to 
rdifl: thofe temptations which carry off the common herd of mankmd. 
In fuch times, the only true patriots are thofe wh.o refift all manner of 
bribery, be it dreifed up in ever fuch delufive colours. Were fuch .~en 
actuated 'Nith the crood of their country they would never fuffer fufpIclon 
to be lulled aneep~ by the circumfiance of having either a_ really virtu~us 
l)rince on the throne, or one who appeare.d fnch. No part of. a .nation 
Olwht to overlook, for one moment, any thmg that regarded theIr lIberty, 
ho~v certain foever they might be of the good intentions of their {ove~ 
reign. An idea of a conftitution being fecure in a venal age, it is plain 
Dught never to arife from feeing no violence of any kind offered to the 
laws, fince it is fufficiently evident that liberty may be in real danger 
without any fuch violence happening. Nor fhould a people thus circum
-[lanced think that nothing is [0 much to be dreaded as a monarch of extra
ordinary genius; that very circumftance of dreading fuch an one is 
fecurity fufficient; for we have found that nothing is [0 fatal as a blind 
idea of fafety which throws .fufpicion afieep. M. de Beaumelle jufily 
obferves, that an act of parliament in England, which ftruck at the 
liberty of the pre[s, would be of worfe confequence than one to allow an 
augmentation of fix thou{::llld men in the army. He might have [aid of 
twenty thoufand, for armies in England are at leaft voted annually, but 
fuch an act would be perpetual. A minifter that procured an addition to the 
:fl:anding army, would be confidered in a worfe light than another who 
added twenty, thirty, forty, or more millions to the national debt of this 
country. and yet the latter is by far more pernicious to theconftitution 
than the former. To add two or three hundred thoufand to the civil lift 
which is for life, would be very different from augmenting an annuall; 
voted army. To enatt, that the members of the Houfe of Commons 
ihould fit, like .thofe of Ireland, for life; and in {hort a multiplicity of 
otl::r.laws, whIch fuch a monarch as I fuppofed, or a popular minifter of 
aJ:lhtIes, would catch the critical moment to procure, would be of infi
mtely worfe confequences than any thing which had a tendency to vio-
1.ence.. I would no~, howe~er, be thought to fink the ill confequences 
lefultlllg from ftandmg armIes; they are extremely pernicious amono- a 
free people, and extend to a vaft degree the chain of regal influence ~ I 
woul~ only be underfto~d to m~an th~t they are preferable tolaws, whi~h, 
ca::ymg no apI?arent vlO.I~nce 111 theIr afpett, like military force, do not 
fade [uch a [plnt of [Ufplclon and unpopularity in the people, and confe-

quently 
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quently :c].re more dangerous in being more filent enemies: Add to this: 
their being perpetual, the other only annual: The latter may be dropt at 
the year's end, the other cannot. 

If a monarch was to arife, who having played the hero, planned the de .. 
ftruCtion of liberty by military force; or if a paffive prince, of a quite 
contrary cail:, had a generaliffimo that 1k.etched the fcheme for him, in 
[uch cafes £landing armies would be one tool to work with; and not only 
ftanding armies, but thofe prodigioufly numerous bodies of military mea 
who are difmiffed at the clofe of a war; fuch would be ready at their 
general's call-too ready, it may be juftly feared, to execute aU com
mands; for a man who has led the life of a foldier four or five years, i& 
good for but little many years after. Thefe would form very different 
tools from thofe Charles the Fir£l had to work with; but even thefe would 
be good for nothing alone. To depend ,alone on the military in a luxu
rious age, would be atl:ing contrary to its principles, and of courfe lofing 
the advantage of wind and tide: In fuch an age, foTdiers are fuch no 
longer than they are paid as fuch-and pay will create armies at a.ny 
time; Were the fcheme therefore to be founded on force, venality mufl: 
be the corner-£lone: Money mu£l regularly be had, the army voted for 
one year would difband if'not continued by parliament; and the bufinef& 
wOllld, I fancy, be more than fufficient in any age for one campaign. 

It is not from hence to be concluded, as I before obferved, that fianding 
armies, and prodigious temporary ones are of no bad confequence.
All that neceffarily arifes from thefe remarks is, that venality and cor
ruption are chiefly to be feared, and that open violence, or laws tending 
to promote it, are not fo much to be dreaded, as thofe which add to that 
fpecies of power which is founded merely on the principles of the age" 
and which being filent and almoft unperceived in operation) do not raife 
fufpicions and unpopularity. 

·We {hall clofe thefe remarks with a reflection or two on the depravity 
of mind, and want of political penetration, in any monarch that may 
arife in Britain, who {hould be c1iffatisfied with his legal power; for it mui! 
be palpable to anyone, that the prefent power, influence, riches, and 
fecurity of a King of Great Britain, are by far mo,re conuderable than 
they would be if he was to become abfolute. His immediate power over' 
the perfons of his fubjectswould indeed be greatly extended, but the, 
formidablenefs of his kingdom, the figure made in the eyes of the wotld~ 
and every thing that arofe from being the monarch of a generous, brave' 

and 
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aEd 'Healthy people, would 'Vaniili at onc~: In t~is fuperior confi?,erati?n 
of power, his would be inferior. In POlllt of nches he would h~e~l[e 
greatly lofe, for v"hat compariion can. be made between the ,prodIgIOus 
riches of this kingdom at prefent, whlch are ever at ~he reqfonable com
mand of the crown, and the fums that could be ralfed'on the pe.ople 
by arbitrary power, when trade, -agriculture and credit, were eithe-r 
withered or deftroyed. In point of fecurity there is no comparifon; mo
narchs now reign in the hearts of their fubjeCts-and what is more, even 
in their purfes-They would then exift but by means of their fword. 
Liberty has been fo long and deeply ,rooted in this nation, that the 10fs of 
it would be attended with much ,more fatal effeCts than it was either in 
France or Spain; the revolution there was much {lighter, for the power 
of the crown was in both countries much nearer allied to defpotifm, than 
it is in Britain ; and of <courfe the cbange could not be .dfeC1ed without a 
more tQtal defiruCLion of every thing that depended on liberty ~ . If this 
circumfiance was attended to by a Britifh King who had formed the idea, 
if he was a true politician it would alone make him drop the defign. 
Such a prince would very eafily manage to reign in faR asdefpotic as any 
prince in Europe, perfectly confifient with the liberty of his fubjeCts: 
This may a'ppear to fome a paradox, but not to fuch as are really acquainted 
with the principles of our confiitution. What makes the King of Great 
Eritain figure among the firftpotentates of Europe! \Vhat' renders him 
at this day the firft in theChriilian world!-The 'liberty of his 
fubjefrs, 

The E,nglifh have~ by: more h~fl.orians than one, been much reproached 
fo~ entenng [0, readIly mto a ClvIl war againft their fovereign, in the 
mIddle of the laft century -; and the fame refleC1ians have been d 

o 1l h ' . rna e 
agamll ot er natIOns that have been aC1uated by the fame fpirit· °t 

h 
.c b Of: 0 " ' 1 may 

not t~o erelore ,e an:l~, 111 cond udmg th,ls feaion, to enquire into the 
pro~llety of thIS opmIOn, and draw a {lIght parallel between the value 
'of h~erty, aond the unhappy effects which mua necdfarily attend the 
alfertIOn of It by means of the fword: If the latter ~re .co' d , h 1 .c a. 11 un to out-
,,~elg t le lormer, thofe who ~ave made fuch remarks are doubtlefs in the 
lr:ght" and have proved fufficlently, that a nation, when {he finds her 
h~ertles attacked, had better refign them all at once, and b that ' 
(~lcape the horrors of a domeftic war. y means 

But 
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But if coolners is pardonable in anfwering (uch, a propofition, let us 
liJk a plain quefiion without the leafi heat. \Vhat on earth is fo valuable 
as freedom? Can any facrifices too great be made for the prefervation 
of that, without which nothing is any longer of value--without which 
all po£feffion, even of the common rights of nature, the enjoymen t of 
health, family, fortune, and every thing mofi dear to the human mind, 
is totally precarious! Can anyone hefitate a moment in anfwering th ~s 
query? A florid defcription of the horrors of a civil war, may be th:: 
anfwer. But why are thefe effects called horrors? Surely becaufe they 
are defiructive of thofe very connections and poffeffions above recited; 
the fecurity of which fly on the approach of arbitrary power. Can a 
civil war be the ruin of any thing which defpotifm will fpare? Are not 
domefiic convulfions temporary-and the 10fs of liberty perpetual ~ May 
not the fecurity of every thing.valuable to mankind, be rendered perma
nent by a refolute defence of liberty? Is any thing gained by its lofs? 
Where, in the name of common fenfe, can be found an argument fufficient 
to level the comparifon ? 

But I am not much furprized at hifiorians difliking the ages wherein 
public liberty is alferted; the reign of a Charles the Firft cannot figure 
like that of an Anne, wherein the actions of a Marlborough are recited, 
nor like that of a Lewis XIV. wherein the monarch is the grand hero. 
But when a people are firuggling for their liberty-when the legi:f1ative 
power is confiantly involved in difputes with an ill-defigning executive, 
the hifioric page is by no means brilliant. The nation's jealoufy and 
ftubbMnnefs may have fome bad confequences in the opinions of courtiers. 
The reign may not be ihining but perplexed and crabbed, filled with the 
circle of endlefs difputes, and all the jarring diffonance of patriotifm and 
power, party and corruption, accufation and defence, with a long firing 
of fufpicions and fears, which make a wretched figure in hifiory. In 
fuch a fituation even the public foreign affairs will fuffer-paltry confi
derations !--Let them: The people, however, are fecuring their liberty; 
and they had better preferve that with fuch fancied difgrace, than lofe it 
triumphing 'in the midft of glory. 

Yes: I am perfuaded that a frec nation had better be continually_ in-
. volved in difgufl:ing difputes between courtiers and patriots, in all the 
minz£~i,e of di(:ontent, and jealous of an ill-defigning prince, be aiming 
ever C.t flxing !JEW bounds to his ambiticn, and railing frefh obflacles to 
ddigns: -.~. Better far let their annals be defpifed in future ages, as a col
leCtion of (i~'"l1fiing quarrels and uninterefl:ing debates, than have them 
£hint with:h;. Cc; glorious but diabolical details, which enliven and adorn 
the page of an hifiorian. The conquefis of an Alexander-- the 

K Daughtered 
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flaughtered millions of a C:-£far-th~ daring rafhnefs of a Charles; 
and the viCtorious career of a FrederIc :--Thefe are the tales of 
vvonder which glow in [uch iplendid colours beneath the penc~l of an 
admiring recorder :-Thcfe are the wretches who fill the world Wlt~ car
nage-trample on the liberties of mankind, break through all the tIes ~f 
nature, and leave their narnes foremofl:: in the lifts of fame.-Is thIS 
fame! --Is fame the reward of thefe military heroes, who, to tife an 
excellent expreffion of Rouffeau's, are good for nothing, but to knock 
one another on the head !-What a pother is made about this fame! 
This :Chining phantom which glitters on the ruins of humanity! 

But to 1eave this digreffion, the ineftirriable worth of liberty is not to 
be put in competition with thefe alone, but with civil wars themfelves and 
every domefiic convulfion that can difiurb .a free people: No horrors are 
too great to hazard for the enjoyment of this greateft of all earthly ble[ .. 
11ngs. Take the long-run of feveral ages, and it will be found that public 
freedom. has feldom been fecured but by means of domefiic war. England 
has more than once been a pregnant infiance of it: To the courage of 
our ancefiors, exerted in the field againfi the fway of tyranny, we owe 
that freedom which is the pride of Britons, and the envy of nine-tenths 
of Europe. It is to the convuHions, which {hook the kingdom in the 
middle of the lail: century, that all fucceeding ages owe th:eir liberty. 
Thofe wars, it is true, were very terrible (though not half fo much fo as one 
modern campaign) ; but had they been fifty times more fo, would a brave 
nation hefitate to hazard all to overturn the efforts of arbitrary power? 
No; paint the terrors of domefiic war in the mofi firiking colours
t~e terrors of defpotifm. will be more terrible fiill: Infinitely are all ima
gmable horrors of ~hat kInd to be preferred to the deadly tranquillity which 
broods .over a natI~n of fiaves.--be.fore that fia.te of ftupid ferenity~ 
corruptIOn and neglIgence, whIch fafcmates a nation's courage, and with 
all the filence of certainty forges the chains of defpotifm itfelf! 

The following paiIage, in Mr. Hume, deferves particu1ar attention: 
" Matters, therefore," in cafe of a revolution, " mufi be trufied to their 
na~ural progrefs a~d ?peration; and the Houfe of Commons, according 
to Its prefent confhtu~IOn, mu~ be the onl~ legiflature in fuch ~ popular 
government. The lllconve!11ences attendmg fuch a fituation pre[ent 
tl:en;felv:s by tho~~n~s. It the Houfe of Commons, in fnch a cafe, ever 
dliToi,'es It~elf, whl~n IS n?t to be expected, we may look for a civil war 
JV~y eleC1lO~ .. If ~t contmues i~felf we :fball fuffer all. the tyranny of a 
,:lCc.OD, [LlbCllVld~d mto new facbons. And as fuch a VIOlent government 
cannot long fub1dr, we {hall at laft, after infinite convulfions and civil 

I 
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wars, find repo[e in abfolute monarchy, which it would have been happier 
for us to have efl:abliilied peaceably from the beginning. Abfolute mo
narchy, therefore, is the eafleft death, the true euthanqfia of the Britifh 
confl:itution 71<." 

But why, in the firfl: place, is the Houfe of Commons to be the only 
leginature in fuch a cafe? Will it ever be again in the power of a vote of 
the Commons to fet aflde the Haufe of Lords as ufdefs? .1 have in an
other place attempted to prove that fuch imaginations a~e abfurd. But 
granting the pofition, we ibould then, fays he, fuffer the tyranny if a' 
fallion, fllbdivided into new fallions. But what £hall we fuffer in the 
REPOSE of abfolute monarchy: The term of tyranny is very readily be
flowed on the democratical mode, but according to this author the dtJPotic 
is quite another thing t. Will not thofe who have the mofl: common 
ideas of common liberty call that a tyranny, and the delegated authority 
of the tyrant to the loweft of his officers, a fubdivijion if tyranny? 
with this miferable addition, that this violent government'wilt probably 
lafl long.-- Find repofi in alfolute monarcby! What is this bleITed 
repofe? I know not a cafe to which it is applicable. The immediate 
oppreffion of the monarch himfelf, though exceffively heavy, may be 
fomewhat regular; but are not the miferable inhabitants of fuch coun
triesexpofed to tyranny in the £hape of every fuperior? What repqfe 
has the induftrious hufbandman (and let us not forget that thofe who live 
by cultivating the land are three.:..fourths of the people) under the grind
ing exactions of every petty revenue-officer? Under the oppre'ffive fupe
riority of the loweft of the nobleffe? 'Vhat repqfe do the inferior nobleiIe 
meet with under the uncontrouled authority of the great lords? What 
1'epoje do the great themfelves meet with, when awed into fubmiffion by 
the fupercilious eye of a court minion, or the frown of a La Pompadour? 
This fpecial repofe confifts in a chain of oppreffion from the throne to the 
beggar, encreafing every link, until the lower ranks are all tyrannized 
into the mofl: wretched mifery. Such a people perpetually fuffer, lmder 
the deceitful appearance of repqj'e, all the miferies that can arife from the 
worft of faction or of civil wars. 

'* EjJays, Vol. i. p. 48. 8vo edit. . 
t In another pafTage of the fame volume, (p. 138.) he exprefsly fays this-' And thus a 

fpecies of government arifes (abfolute monarchy) to which) in a high political rant, we may gil·e 
the name of tyranny, but which, by a juft and prudent adminiftration, may afford tolerable 
fecurity to the people, and may anfwer moft of the ends of political fociety." The plain 
fcope of this ;'" that the term tyranny is to be fuifted from the government of one man and 
his minions, where, according to all common ideas, it ever refted, on to that of the people, 
where' fo few ever conferred it. 

K () . ., But 
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But it 7-'1Jould have been happierfor us to have ejlablijhed a1fo1!tte mo-
1wrchy from tbe beginning, rather than fubmit to factions and CiVIl wars. 
A moment's recollection of our own hiHory will give a decifive anfwer to 
this [hoke. It would have been better for this nation to have efiabliDled 
the abfolute monarchy of Charles the Firfi. Would fuch voluntaryefia
bliU1ment of defpotifm in the Stuarts, who were the acknowledged Kings, 
have been as eafily illaken off as the violent u[urpation of a Cromwell ? 
"Vhat has been may be.-We have experienced the good, and do all 
experience it, of giving the preference to a civil war; we have found it 
from the beginning of our monarchies, the only road to liberty: vVhy 
therefore fhould we feek repofe in defpotifm, to avoid that which has [0 
often led us to freedom! The civil war, in the middle of the laft century, 
had, to every appearance, the mofl: unfortunateiiTue, for it concluded in 
the abfolute power of an ufurper, and yet fo unexpected a circumfl:ance 
did not prevent the mofl: noble fyfiem of liberty in the world being. 
founded in fame meafure on thofe very convulfions. But had Charles H. 
fucceeded to the abfolute power of his father, woutd he have been puffled 
from his throne with as much eafe as Richard Cromwell? Oliver's pofte
rity ihould have been a fucceffion of the ableft men, to pre[erve the 
power he had gained; the firfi weak man in a ufurper's line is overturned. 
'--Not ia with the hereditary fucceiTors of once legal Kings, to whom 
a voluntary gift of freedom is made. Will the Danes recover their liberty 
when they have a fool upon the throne r' 

It was im poffible for thofe men who drew the fword at the revolution, 
to foreiee that the affair would terminate without bloocHhed. Had cer
t.2,in per[ol1s directed their re[olves, they would have advifed peaceable 
~ u brlllffion to the tru~ ellt ba~lc!fia of the confiitu tion, ~ to feek rep~(e 
Hl that, But thefe natIons, WilO owe near a century or freedom to the 
l:rave refolutions of their patriotic ancefiors, ought to reverence their 
:tame, and eagerly to imptefs an adequate idea of the facred value of free
GOm~l1 the mi~~s ,of their chjl~ren, that it may defcend to the loweft 
pofl:.~nty, that 1t vlr~ueJl:o~ld, In future ages, again call for the public 
arm to, r~ven~e pubh.~ li1JlL'le~? they may feek their repofe, not in the 
trar:gmlhty 01 defpotllm, but 1U the fame meafures which fecured it to 
t 11 :':11' brave anceftors. 

BLlt there is very little reafon to paint thefe civil wars who h 
'1 • £' ' , , IC are car- . 

fle'_: on In clW:llce o~ public lIberty, in fuch horrible colours. Take a 
m.tIOn at 1argc~ and Its fl1ff'erin rrs in them are by no means r' t ., 1 

1 b ld ern i) e as 
fome auLlOrs would have us to underfiand. The O'reat f d' 

; _ • . '" • b men} 0 pro 1-
g"ous property, may mc.ked be pretty well finpped; but when we ipeak 

of 
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of a nation, {uch arc but of little confequence: The plundering them 
and difl:ributing their pofrefIions to others is a fad thing for fuch indivi
duals, but of no bad confequence to the people. All the lmNer claffes·, 
upon whom government (and efpecially that which is fevere) bears the 
hJ.rddt, never feel their 9\"V11 confequence, or natural rights, fo much as in 
{nch times of public diilurbance. -

This circumfiance fuggefl:s the analogy between the people, thus enj';r'
ing their own importance, and the blaze of genius of all kinds, which 
have,in different ag~s and countries, been 1'0 {hiking d~lfing and after 
civil wars, and other (to appearance) horrible convuliions. This fa\2, 
I fhould apprehend, muft be as :!trange as any opinion of the little mif
chief done by them-not to mention the formidable power which 1'0 often 
fucceeds them, founded on the cncreafe of the people, trade and riches. 

At what times is it rcarom.bIe to (uppofe the arts, fciences and litera
ture would make the greatcO: progrefs, if any particular ones are more 
favourable to them than others? VTould it be fuppofed by any perfon who 
h:ld not .1ttcnded to theirhiftory, that times of civil and foreign war, rapine, 
p1under, and all kinds of domefiic horrors, would be precifely the ages 
of their greatefl: fertility? Binory icarcely 'produces a faCt more aflonifh
ing than this; and yet it holds fo regularly true, that one might almoft 
be led· to fuppofe [ueh convulfions neceiEuy to their well-being. The age 
of Philip and Alexander, is as much known for bloody wars) revolutions, 
and a general flame and difiurbance over all Greece, as by the infinity of 
geniufes of every kind :flie then boafted; which formed {nch a colle&ion 
of great men in all kinds of arts and learning, as have never bet:n 
equalled. The age of Augufil1s, vvhich was almofl: a concentration of 
Roman genius, was formed in the midft of civil wars, caned terrible by 
all, in the midH of crud and bloody profcriptions: All the great men 
that compofed the court of Augufius, formed themfelves prior to the 
fettlement of the empire: Virgil \vas forty years old at the battle of 
Aaium.-If ever a complication of military horrors befel a country, 
it was on Italy, during the age of Leo X. that country was ravaged 
feveral times from one end to the other by a variety of enemies. During 
the fpace of thirty-four years, Italy, to exprefs myfelf in the words of 
her own hiftbrians, had been trampled under foot by barbarous nations *. 
The kingdom of Naples was conquered four or five times by different 
princes, and the fiate of Milan underwent more frequent revolutions. 

* Du Bos Reflexiom Critiques fur It'S Poifteelfur Ie P"inttlre, tom. ii. p-. 232. Much know
ledge on this fubject may be gained from M. du Bos. 
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The Venetians raw feveral times their enemies armies from their turrets, 
and Florence was almofl conflantly in war either with the family of Me
dicis, who wanted to enllave her, or with the inhabitants of Pifa, WhOlli 
they were deGrous of fubduing. Rome, more than once, beheld hofrile 
or fufpeCted troops within its walls, and this capital of polite arts was 
plundered by the arms of Charles V. with as much barbarity as if it had 
been flormed by the Turks. And yet it was exactly during thefe thirty
four years, that the arts and fciences made that progre[s in Italy, wh~ch 
is confidered in our days as a kind of prodigy. Lafily, that collection of 
great men of various profeffions which ornamented the period, called by 
French authors, the age of Lewis XIV. were all formed in the infancy 
of that reign, a time of great domeflic confufion and civil war. Thefe 
inftanees are fufficient.--They prove evidently, that, terrible as the 
times of fuch convulfions may be thought, they moll indubitably are of 
all others the moil favourable to the advancement of human genius. It 
therefore furely cannot be thought furprizing that they ihould be fo in 
general to the lower claffes of a people, finee both effeCts proceed from 
the fame caufe; the opportunity every man enjoys of aiferting his rights, 
and purfuing the bent of his genius. The mofl numerous ranks of a 
nation, in tranquil times, live ill a regular fubjeC1:ion to their fuperiors
their minds and per[ons are equally regulated by others-but in a period 
of domeftic troubles they feel their confequence, and being no longer fuch 
machines, they affert to the utmoil the rights of entire freedom; great 

. confufion enfues, but a multiplicity of geniufes, which in calmer times 
would never have made one advance, burft from obfcurity and enliven the 
otherwife dark horizon '*. 

But 

*' " !o~te chafe d'aille~rs egal~, Ie gouvernement fous Iequel fans moyens ·etrangers, fans 
n:J,tur~ldatlOl1s, fan,S colOnIes.' les cltoyens pe~p~ent & mu~tipl.ient d'avantage,eil infailliblement 
Ie ITI:dJeur: <?eIuI fo~s,lequel ,Ull p~uple dlmmu.e & depent eil Ie pire. On doit juger fur 
Ie meme prInCIpe des .lecles qUl mentent la preference pour la profperite' du genre h ' 
O d '/ , j' n' Umall1. 

n a trap a mIre ceux au o~ a vu nellrlr les let:res & les arts, fans penetrer l'objet fecret 
de leur cuJtur~, fa,ns en confiderer Ie funef!:~ etfe.t, ldque apud imperitos humanitas voeabatur, 
cuI? ,p,ars fervltutls effet. N e v;rrons-n~lls )amat5.da~s les maximes des jivres l'int'~ret groffier 
qUI fait parler les auteurs? Non, quolqu ds en pudfent dire quand malDre' ron ' I t 

f( d' 1 'I ' it . " " 0 I' ee a un p.ays e epeup e, I n e pas vral. que t~ut adle bien, tL zf ne fujJit pas qu'un pof'te ait cent mille 
lzvres de rente pour que In fled" JOlt Ie mezlleur de tOllS. II faut moi ns regarder all rel)o 
& 'I . '1' / d I· - , . A " r sap paren t, 

a a tlanquI.Jte es c leiS, qu au bIen etrc des natIons entlcH,'· & fur t(ut des 't I 1 

b . L '1 d '[ J 1 . ' . ", ) eats es PlUS 
110m feux •. ~ gre e, e oe que qucs cantons, l1laIS elle fait rarement difette. Les emeutes 
les guerres clVdes efl-arouchent beaueoup les chefs mais tIles ne font l)as I ' Ih ' 
d 1 · A., . - , " es v r dIS mat Ll r s 

es peup es qUl peuvent meme aVOlf .du rehehe tandis ou'on clifpute ~ qUI' les t' 'j' 
C ' 11. d 1 ' . iT' -, nann I era, 

ell e eur etat permanent que naII,ent leurs nroCnerites ou leu··s calan '"' / 11 d 
t fl: '[.' ~ I' , 1 I ,", '11 Les ree es; q L1an 

t
toU'j,re. ~ elcral e .~US eb)o~gl' cd~l a ors que tout deperit; e'eft alors que les chefs Ies de
na anL a eur aIle, U I 10ltu IDem faciunt pacem appellcnt n'UJ1 d It. IT".' d 

d " 1 a • '<C 1 es racalicnes es 
gran s agltOlcut e royaume de France, & que Ie eoadJ' uteur de Parl's rt't I po 01 au par e-

ment 



SECT. VI. CON S TIT UTI 0 N. 7I 

But it is of no material confequence to my argument, whether this 
more favourable picture be accepted or not: The great queftion being, 
Whether the fecurity of liberty is not a work of fuch confequence, that no 
danger or hazard can be too great to riil( for it? A query which I am 
very fenfible will not univerfally be anfwered in the affirmative; and I the 
rather hint this frorp. remarking lome modern ideas of liberty and free
dom, which heaven forbid ihould ever become common in this kingdom. 
They refult from travelling through various countries; travellers, finding 
that there are fomG, arbitrary ones, jn which the people areJjflematically 
governed, and not as defpotically as in Turky, conclude that fuch a con
ftitution is a modification of freedom, and attribute to the principles of· 
modern Folitics, a gener0.1 freedom, as they are pleafed to call it. 

This equivocal liberty is f!,tlly explaineq by a late author, and as the 
Jpirit of the paffage is remarkable, I (hall give it without apology at full 
length; was not the whole chain of the'e new fangled ideas contained in 
it, I {hou1d be obliged to h~"tVe recourfe to fome other quotations, but as 
it happens to be very complete, it will fingly be fufficient.-:--" Trade 
and induftry O\ved their eftabliihment to the ambition of princes, who 
{upported ;:md favoured the plan. at the beginning, principally with a view 
to enrich thernfelves, and thereby to become formidable to their neigh
hours. But they did not difcover, until experience taught them, that th~' 
wealth they drew from fuch fountains was but the overflowing of the 
fpring; and that an opvlent, bold and fpirited people, having the funci 
of the prince's wealth in their own hands, have it aIfo in thei.r own 
power, when it beco(D.es ftrongly their inclination, to {hake off his autho
rity. The confequence of this change has been the introduction of a, 
more mild and a moreregular plan of adminiftration. (In what countries? 
Not Jurely in arbitrary ones; and the mildneJs of free ollesis not owing to 
trade, but the fword, <"i.,ubich dro'l;e out tyranny.) The money-gatherers are 
become more nfeful to princes, than the great lards; and thofe who are 
fertile in expedients for eft;ablifhing public credit, and for drawing 
money from the coffers of the rich by the impofition of taxes, have ,been 
preferred to the moil wife and moft learned counfellors. (This ,it muft 

ment un poignard dans fa poche, cela n'empechoit pas que Ie peuple Fran<;ois ne vecut 
heureux & nombreux dans une honnete & libre aifance. Autrefois la Grece fleuriffoit au 
rein des plus cruelles guerres; Ie fang y couloit a flots, & tout Ie pays etait couvert d'hoITImes. 
II rembloit dit Macliiavel, qu'au milieu des meurtres, des profcriptions, des guerres cil'iles, 
notre lepublique en devint plus puiffante; la vertu de it,S citoyens, leurs mceurs, leur inde
pendance avoit'llt plus d'eff"et pour la renforcer, que toutes fes diffentions n'en avoient pour 
l'afFoiblir. Un peu d'agitation donne du reffort aux ames, & ce qui fait vraiment profperer 
l'erpcc~dt IT\oi.osl.a p'lix que l.a libene." RO!Jife<tu du Cantrall Social, p. 191. 

be 
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be c(;;~/ejJd, is a 'very extraordi~arJ .al$rlment to prove the advantagu 
liber!)' hrzs recei<vedjrom trade; ifthlS zsthe MILD ~nd r:-EGULAR .PLAN 

the Autbor before meant, ~s it evidently is, he e>:pTal,!s h~1!(elf Juffi.czcntly; 
it iJ precifel-!l the '"urry thmg I before c(;ujidereclIn thzs JectIOn; th!s .MIL 1:' 
'PL.A.N is the trailquillity which attends an Cliflaved people.' It zs zn this 
MILDNESS that colfftfls theJe new ideas of liberty.) As this fyft~~ is 

. new, no wonder if it h(is produced ph::enomena both new and furpnzmg. 
Formerly the power of princes was employed to defiroy libeny, and to 
eHabliili arbitrary fubordination; but in our days we flave [een thofe who 
have beft comprehended the true principles of the new plan of politici' 
arbitrarily limiting the power of the higher clalles, and thereby applying 
their authority towards the extenuon of public liberty, by extinguiiliing 
every fubordination, other than that due to the efiabli{he~ laws. (The 
fallacy of this argument is palpable: What are theJe rjlablijhed laws? The 
edic?s ofarbitrary princes. But thi; new jjJlem if liberty is in every thing 
conf?flent. What a contrqfl i.; fhi.; to the Jelltiment qf Montifquieu, "La 
MonarcbieJe PERD lor:fque Ie prince rapportant tout uniquement a lui, 
appel1e l'etat a fa capitate, la capitale a fa cour, & la cour aJaJeule per
jonne," which is the cafe with every arbitrary King in Europe.) The 
fundamental maxim in fome of the greateft minifters, has been to refirain 
the power of the great lords. The natural inference thllt people drew 
from fuch a fiep, was, that the minifier thereby intended to make every 
thing depend on the prince's will only. This I do not deny. But what 
ufe have we filen made of this new acquifition of power? Thofe who look 
into events with a political eye, may perceive feveral acts of the moft 
arbitrary authority exercifed by [orne late European fovereigns, with no 
other view tha'n to efiab1iili public liberty upon a more extenfive bottom. 
(It is pity this Author did not explain his idea.; of the words public liberty: 
Th(~ h?we'l!er are not difficult to. be !J.ur:J1ed at.; the JPecies if freedom 
"Lublch IS. buzZt on/uch ro.ttenjoltn1atzon.; IS very eVIdent.) And although the 
pI:erogatlv~ of fome. pr~nces be mcreafed confiderably beyond the bound.s 
ot the anCIent confhtl~tlOn,. even to fuch a degree as perhap.; jufily to de
ferve t?e name of ulurpatlOn; yet. the confequences refulting from the 
revolutIOn cann?t ~very where be faId, upon the whole, to have impaired 
what I call publIc lIberty *." 

I cannot 

~ An Enquiry into the Principles of Political CEconomy. By Sir James Steuart, Vol. i. 
P,248• 

Swift obCerves,. that there is a fet of fanguine tempers who deride and ridicule in the 
number of fnppenes, all apprehenfions of a lo(s of Englifh liberty Crr, k VI'" .) 
S h 'd' 1 h . d or s, O. 111. p. 55. uc n leu e, owever, IS very ba ly founded· nor ouaht we to t h Cd 
. h J" 1 . , 0 pu too muc conll enCe 
In"t e Ive y maxims of fuch an agreeable author as 1\1 Beaumelle. h ' h 
J" fib! f h! I' " e IS, owever, very len leo t e va ue of ,berty properly w called _" England r.ays 11' Il. 'k' . ,1, e, IS a very nn mg 

inil:ance 
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I cannot help adding here a [hort fentence from Rouffeau; not that I 
appl" it fully to this author, of whom I am totally ignorant, but to all 
who prefer an equivocal fpecies of liberty to that which is the birthright 
of Britons. "Les ames baffes ne croyent point aux grands hommes: 
De viIs efclaves fourient d'un air moqueur a ce mot de liberte t." 
infiance, that an unfhaken and fleady confiitution is a ,happinefs that cannot be too dearly· 
purchafed.--The confiitution of England is immortal, becaufe a wife people cannot be" 
(lnilal'ed by an enemy at home, !Jar a free people by an enemy abroad. Rome perifhed ; and 
was it poffible for her to (ubfiil: ? her fyfiem tended to aggrandizing herfelf; it did not tend 
to her preferva.tion. England is arrived to fuch a; pafs, as· to be impo,ffihJe for her to perifh', 
becaufe revolutions, which {bould have been the bane of ber fyfl:em, have ferved only to com
plete it." (lI-1es penfes.) Luxury has not done the utmoil: againil: this conil:ltution, for 
al though the a have· recited Author wou Id have us believe that the operations of trade on I 

confiitutiuns are /1ot hurtful in changing them; yet I {hall very readily agree with Rollin, . 
who declares, that-" The moil: judicious hiil:orians, the moil: learned philofophers, and 
the profourideil: politicians, all lay it down as a certain and ifldifputable maxim, that where
ever luxury prevails, it never fails to deil:roy the moil: flourilhing ftates and kingdoms; and 
the o\perience of all ages and all nations does but too clearly demon{l:rate this maxim:' 
Anc. Hill. Jl.lannen of the AJJYrialls; Art. 5. Sell; L 

t Contrall Social, p. 202. This facred w~rd ought not· to be proil:ituted to that free
dom a people enjoys, which is, open to the political prefcriptions of il:ate phyficians, fuch 'as 
;lre mentioned in th~ following paUage; it is wr!tten by. a Frenchman on French liberty. 
-'-" Oh! fi, aLI lIeu de celd, vous vous charg,ez de falfe labourer tous les champs, en 
vertu de ce qu~ c'eit a vo~s a {aire Ie fer~i,ce public, & quele foin.de la fubfiftance de vos fujets 
en efl: la premIere {onElIon, vous cromez falre votre charge, Je Ie veux; mais vous feriez 
dans Ie fait la plus grande faute politique. A cet egard VC;lUS fenrez cela: C'eil: cependant 
ee qu'an fait taus les jaurs en votre nom, fons pre:exte de la poli,ce, de prevoil' les malheurs 
les dd.ftttes, & autres mafques du monopole, qui abufent de votre follicitude paternelle. 
~ar dire ~u lab~ureur,..i.e veux,avoir la clef ?e. votr.e gr:nier, ~'efl: lui dire, je veux ordonner, 
a vas fralx & ::r vos niqucs, ae votre admll1dhatJon JournalJere, de votre travail, de vos 
iemaiJles, de vos reeoltes, de vas achats,. de vos ventes, de vos repas, de vos moments,., 
&c. par mon autarite con nee a une multitude d'agents en'angers a vas in~erets &. aux mi~n.,~ __ 
'l-:beot ie de L'1mfot. p. 12.. . 
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E s s A y III. 

()f the pre[ent State of A G RIC U L T U REin the B R I TIS H 

DOMINIONS. 

F ROM treating of government, which alone can yield fecurity to any 
, of the poffeffions of mankind, the tran:fitio?, to agriculture, ,:hi~h 

yields the mof!: important poffeffions-and whlch can only flounfh m 
confequence of government, is not, I apprehend, abrupt. This. fubjeCl: 
will not be improperly divided into the following parts: 

1. GeneralRemarks. 

Q. Independency. 

3. Population. 

4. Riches. 

5· PreJent State rf the PraEiice. 

:6.PqfJible and probable Improvements. 

SEC T. I. 

General Remarks. 

I, F there is any profeffion or employment among mankind, which, from 
its antiquity, ufefulnefs and innocence, ought to be held foremoft in 

efieem, it is undoubtedly that ofhuibandry. All others depend on this 
alone; no invention can fupply its place: The wifeft nations and indi
viduals have concurred not only in protecting it, but regarding its profef
fors as the moft valuable people in a fiate: Many great and potent fove-

6 U~M 
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reigns have even praB:ifed this a.rt *: Nor can there be a fironger proof 
of the approaching defl:ruCtion of any nation, than to fee a difregard of 
agriculture among them, and a ridicule on its profeirors; when this was 
the cafe among thofe Romans who had once fo honoured it, their diffolu
tion fpeedily followed -)-. But in the happy times of that famous republic 
nothing was efl:eemed equally with agriculture. It was reckoned, to ufe 
the expreffion of Mr. Wallace t. the .mofl: innocent, mofl: ufeful, moft 
pleafant, and mofl: honourable employment.--The greatefl: men took 
delight in it. Thofe who commanded viCtorious armies, ihone in the 
l1l0fi augufl: affemblies, and had the chief direCtion of pubIic affairs, 
did not only amufe themfelves with agriculture, but fl:udied it, and often 
employed much of their time in it. In this way they fupported their fa
milies in a fimple and frugal manner, in this way they promoted the 
interefl:s of their country. DiCtators taken from the plough, and return
ing to it, after governing their country with fupreme authority! What 
epocha are thefe in the annals of human nature! In Xenophon's recono
mics may be found how much this £irfl: of arts was honoured among the~ 
Greeks and more ancient nations. 

A flight review of hifl:ory will convince us of the importance of all 
enquiries relating to agriculture. The principles of an art of fuch infi
nite confequence to mankind cannot be too well known, nor its moft" 
difiant relations too minutely analized ~ Such an examination, however, 
being entirely general, will enter no further into this eifay, than as con-
neCted vvith the interefis of Britain. The connection between agriculture 
and population is too fl:riking to efcape anyone, but the baJance of them 

. is by no means clear; the world it is fuppo[ed has been peopled in different 
ages to very different degrees. ~ere, Does agriculture flourifh in pro-
portion to the numbers to be fed? Or do thofe numbers encreafc in pro
portion to the quantity of provifions furniili.ed by agriculture? It is no 
eafy matter to refolve this quefiion, the fubjea, however, of the fo11O\;y
ing :Cheets is nearly conneCled with it; due attention muft therefore be 
given to it. The different combinations, of which this enquiry is fuf-· 
ceptible are very numerous; the degre<r of a nation's independency found~ 
eel on her own culture-. and the confequences of the total of a people 

;I; Compare the amufements of modern Kings, with fuch as agriculture would furnilh 
them.--What a contrafl:! No monarch_ {hould be without his experimental farm; it 
would yield as rational an entertainment as a King of France flaughtering partridges by . 
thoufands,. in fields untrod by fportfmen, or a King of Spain fuooting cats by torch
light. 

t See ColumeHaZs lamentation of the lofJ of tb~ ancient tafl:e. Dc Re Rujlica, prtef. and;; 
lJb. I. c. 1. & c. 3. 

t Numbers of lY.ltJnkind, p. 98• 
Lz 
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being employed in it, branch from this commo.n fiem, th.ough f?f the 
,fake of a clearer precifion, they will be fepcrated 111 the en[ull1g fechons. 

The balance of the earth's produCtions, and the labour befl:owec1 011 

them, is another point of enquiry, which extends to the foundations of 
all national riches, ;; nd will prove the eafiefi: means of explaining the 
principles of the Britiih commerce and power, fo far as they depend on 
huibandry. 

The fiate of hu{bandry, and the improvements of which it is capable 
in the variety of territories which form. the dominions of Britain, will C011-

dude this enquiry; a vail: and ample field! The candid reader, while he 
condemns the infufficiency of the author's labours, will form fome idea 
of the vaHnefs of the fubjec1, and accept a {l;::etch in the place of a fini£hed 
picture: If he meets with an attempt at elucidating the various [ubj~ecs 
of which this e£fay treats, on principles not copied from others but drawn 
from the morc attentive examination, with [uL~e{tion to no authority but 
that of faa and fcafon, he will the readier exc:ufe thofe mifl:akes and fail
ings which mufl: refult from a want of that univerfal information which 
people' high in public fl:ations can alone command. ' 

SEC T. II. 

Of the IndejJelldeucy refulling from Britijh Agriculture. 

1J1 0 ~ L ~ N D is comm?nly quoted. as the grand infl:ance of a ftate 
~.1 ~emg ll1de~end:nt, wl~hout. growll1~ bread enough to keep .its inha
bilants Hom flarvll1g. But If thIS utuatlOn can be called real mdeDen
den~e, our ideas of the me~ning of that word are very imperfect ind~ed; 
for It depends upon the neIghbours of the Dutch to determine whether 
tl~ey {hall fl:arve or not, a circ~mHance which [urely is firongly expreffive 
~I dependence. It m~y be fald t~at the improbability of fuch a combina
tLOn among al~ ~he neIghbours ot a fiate is [0 great, that no conc1ufions 
can be ~rawn rrol~ the fuppofition; but the only conclufion at pre[ent 
Vlante~ IS the'pqffibz!ll)/ o! the thing; and it fhould be remembered that it is 
th,: ul1lverfahty of theUutch trade, and their being [0 truly a commercial 
people, 1.th~t .no bra::ches C?'TJ(': anlifs to them, provided they yield even 
the. moll tnflmg pn)[]ts, whIch throws fnch a conftant plenty of corn into 
thor 1" ~I.d::ct:o; the brger a general trade is, the more certain will be the 

fupply 
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[upply of any:lingle commodity; if the Dutch trade in general 'vas tc:> 

fall, their plenty of corn would vaniih like\viCe; the intereft \vhich other 
nations would have in feeding them with it, would not effeCt a regular 
[upply: This truth is very obvious from the cafe of thu{;: countries which 
at prefent do not raife enough for their ufe: How hequently do they pay 
even an exorbitant price, and yet cannot, in fame years, keep from fiarv
ing; witnefs the Neapolitans-in fame years even the French themfclves : 
\Vhereas, if thofe nations were to make com an article of confl:ant trade 
among many others, as the Dutch do, they would allX'ays, in the COID

man courfe of affairs, be fupplied. But even this fupply would depend 
upon their trade at large, and upon the gQod-will of their neighbours; 
for in the firf!: place, the demand at home for corn, not being. confiant 
but various, would not alone fupport fuch a commerce as would be necef
fary for commanding a fufficiency; and in the next, an unforefeen com
bination of political circumtlances, or an unthought-of general [carcity, 
might cut off a fupply from others. From a1l which. circumfiances it 
may eafily be deduced, that a nation that does not raife corn enough to 
feed itfelf, mujl, in the nature of things, be dependent for bread and life 
on others. 

Even the fertile kingdom of France, naturally fa able to maintain a 
vamy greater number of inhabitants than {he poffefIes, has been entirely· 
dependent on her neighbours for bread, and even on her greateft enemy. 
It is very well remembered how the war of 1744 terminated; when the 
infinite difl:refs of famine, which fell on all France, not only obliged 
them to pay the Engliih for vaft quantities of corn in [pecie, but even 
neceffitated them to conclude a pca,ce in the midf!: of a career of conqueft, 
and not the dread of a Ruffian army as fome have fondly imagined. 
This dependency of a people fa amply provided with land, refulted 
from a want of culture, which muft have the fame effeB:s as a want of 
foil-and in many refpeus even worfe, for the people that have no land, 
know they mlUl be fupplied by others and trade accordingly, 0 but thofe 
who pollefs a fine fertile tract, conclude, of courfe, that corn will be 
raifed at home; but when fatal experience convinces them, that in order 
to have had it raifed, it was neccffary to have fawn, they are obliged to 
turn their eyes to their neighbourco ) and then muft be fupplied in theit 
imperfeu manner which is ever the con{equence of a vaPe demand put off 
to the moment of confumption. 'Vitne1s France, Spain, Portugal and 
Italy, all countries extremely fertile, 

National independency can therefore'refult alone from agriculture
Not from poffeffing a rich foil, but from the due cultivation of it. If a 

nation 
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nation relies on being fuppEd by her neighbours in the hour of want~ 
11le will be totally dependent on them~ without having her necefIities 
rotally removed; for when once a famine be~ins ~o ihow itfelf, al~ the 
':udden importations that art and fpeed can devICe, wIll not be able entIrely 
to flop it. Either the extent of the want is not known till too late; or 
the inland carriage or freight is too difficult, for we generally fee vaft 
numbers flarved while abundance of ihips arrive in their ports with corn. 
This was the cafe in France in 1748, and in Naples a few years ago. If, 
on the other hand, a nation depends on a regular trade for her corn, 111.e 
mufl:, like ~he Dutch, be liable to combinations among her neighbours, 
which are poffible, and may prove her ruin; and at the fame time will 
find her very exifience to depend upon her commerce at large; and as 
nothing is more Hu8:uating than trade, fuch a dependence, everyone will 
allow, is far different from that on agriculture. 

But it may be [aid, how are any people to depend abiolutelyon agri
~ulture! and who are they that do depend upon it alone? It will be eafy 
to l;dblve thefe queries, and I :£hall not avoid them, as it it impoffible to 
f~eak immediately on Britifh agri~uhure and its confequences, without firft 
unfolding certain general principles, which, by being applied to the flate 
of Great Britain, will throw the fubj.eCl: in the dearefl point of view; 
for which rea[on I ihould be forry if the reader thought-I was running 
wild from my fubjett, while I endeavoured from foreign examples and 
general combinations to trace thofe principles of dependence on ag'ricultltre, 
on which the welfare and pro[perity of Britain, are founded. 

'l·UJ " r' 1 1 d· • vv nen a natIOn IS lalG to uepen on agnculture, it is not to be nnder--
:A:ood that {he, literally fpeaking, depends on nothing eIfe: Some manu
factures are equally neceiIary, fince the buunefs of cultivati-on cannot be
carried on without a great variety, of carriages and implements, nor can 
the profit by cattle be extended to Its natural heig4t without manufaCtures 
of wool and leather ~ It would be a very o-reat abfurdi-cy l'n ·In"'' "=~nle t,,,-

b - c.'~ - y ~-'L\-,\..I::'.!.. v 

foll~w agriculture fo, univerfally as to buy their ihoes and doatl;s of 
r.Drelgner~: Al~o :hat IS me,ant by the affertio,: is the depending chitJ~y 
;:poI1,agncult,Ulc, not chiefly on commerce lIke the Dutch; on mi:les 
"Ike tne Spa~llards; or on manufactures, as the French did until lately? 
~n;~ 7et d~ l_~., to? great a ~egree. Thefe infiances wil1~ I apprehcnd~. 
I1bLdently e"iJam the meamng of the term. 

, I,n anfnTcr, tcerefore., to the ak)Ve query, ii: may be replied, that the' 
Swltzers depend on agnculture. They poile[s [.Jme eommpl'ce l' '} >11 ~ £'. • c. fl' .. ~ h' '" - - 1 L.elUPd~-
.l.!.-UOllS CJuannty N t Ell' fOll s prnr1l1,q.;O[\!i ;In-j marcy l1ecefi' ~ 

- - - -. ~-~ -'-) L. L. 1 . ary nlanu~ac~ 

tun:,:', ' 
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tures, . but both are fubfervient to their agriculture. Poland depenDs en
tirely upon her agriculture. Sweden and Benmark in a goodmeafu're; 
and if France fucceeds in the attempt at exporting corn, manufaCture_s 
will no longer be her principal aim; as they were while refiriC1ions 
were laid onhufbandry, in order to feed manufaCtures the cheaper. 
Great Britain likewife depends chiefly on agriculture, but .the aifertion 
requires more limitations to be precife than any of the former ones; for 
befides the dependence for the neceiTaries of th~ age *, ihe has involved 
herfelf, by means of her public debts, in another: If it was aiTerted, that 
her entire dependence was upon agriculture, her foil muft then not only 
yield a public revenue fufficientfor all the purpofes of government, but 
Iikewife for the interefi of her debts ; and if it was found that fuch im
pofitions would be infupportable to a free people, then :£he may dearly be 
faid to depend on an aggregate of commerce, manufaClures and agri
culture. 

In the whole circle of politics there is not a more curious point than. 
this of dependence on agriculture; for numerous are the writers who 
treat the very idea with difdain, and many others who are equally firenuous 
in its favour: The difficulties in which it is involved, do not however 
refult fo much from the mere quefiion in itfelf, as the £late and fituation 
of thofe nations to whom it is applied: Thus, if it is mentioned with the 
1eafi reference to Britain or France, a thoufand objeCtions immediately 
are fiarted with refpeCt to taxes, credit, debts, and a multitude of other 
particulars, which may be of great confequence to the applicatio1Z of the 
principle but cannot affeCt the principle itfelf. 

To enter much into the fpirit of manufaCtures and commerce, would 
"be to anticipate my fubjeCt, but it is neceffary here to difiinguiihbetween 
the commerce of thofe commodities which are merely luxurious, Dr of .'a 

refined elegance, and that of the neceffaries of the age: As a part -of 
that prodigious whole of modern political reconomy, that fabric of credit, 
taxes, military power,&c. which the great kingdoms of Europe take 
fuch pains to ereCt, the firfi is neceffary-but lefs complicated principles 
of adminifiration require only the lafi. 

Let it not be imagined that the commerce of neceffaries would be in ... 
confiderable to Britain. Very far from it. Thi's nation might depend, 

*' The necdfaries of life is of all others the moll indefinite term: They vary in every age. 
_ The reader will take the meaning from the pa!fage in which he finds the exprefiion, and 
excwfe verbaJpreciJion. 

Iil 
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in the manner I have above explained, on her agriculture, and that com
merce which would be in fubordination to it, without 10fing any of her 
prefent political importance; very pollibly without decreafing her public 
revenue, and in all probability increafe her people thereby: For ~he balan~e 
of the trade of luxuries mua lie againfta country fituated 111 the latI
tude of Britain; and all refined elegance tends to depopulation: From 
whence we may conclude, that a dependence on agriculture is not at all 
inconfiHent with numerous manufaCtures and an extenfive commerce: 
It is only inconfifient with the excefs of thefe, or, in other words, with the 
balance 'turning il1 their favour againft the interefi of agriculture.-
The exception, however, which I made before, it is necefiary to repeat 
here, that if the public o:pences, interefl: of debts included, run higher 
than agriculture and its dependent manufaCtures and co~merce will bear, 
then fuch application of this principle of dependence 072 og-riculture becomes 
injudicious, . 

It is no eafy matter to difcover precifely in 'INhat degree Great Britain 
and France have of late years depended on their agriculture: The extrcL
ordinary fupplies which the firfi has found requifl tc for conducting her 
affairs, bave all been raifcd by means of credit and paper, if the tauto
logy is allowed: And the foundation of this credit is laid in the aggre
gate of commerce and con[umption at large; to .analize which is impof
fible: But there is great reafon to believe that commerce, in thefe matters 
of credit, is confidered much more than aEriculture: The r-reat fabric o.f 

u 0 

cO,mmerce, taxes,and credit, which is built in Holland, with {carce any 
foIl for a foundatIOn, has operated firongly on the imaginat:ons. of thofe 
who have had the direCtion of Britifh afFairs. 

France h,as b,een in very different fituations :- All her fcreign commerce 
by fea, whIch IS by far the mofi confiderable, has been ruin~d more than 
on~e; her manufa{\:ures of c~urfe h~ve fufferecl feverely: Her credit 
t\VICe {huck ~ead,; and, notwlthfiandmg thefe heavy i1rcl~es, ihe has 
managed to ral[e Immen[e revenues to cODduCt expenfive Viars, and fup
~:ly the ll?fi prodi,gal court in Europe Yvith food for its luxury. l}lh8,t 
HInd provIded theie, befides her agriculture? None but her inland trade to 
Germany and S\vitzerland-and the exportation of 'v',7 hat manuf<tftures 
ihe .could fp~re, and whi:c~ foreign fhips could carry out: . All befides 
thde her agl:lculture iupphed j. which it is -palpabLe was infinitely more 
t~an three ~l1nes her comme,ree and manufaCtures could yield. If that 
klIJgdum, tncrefore, cOldd, III the times of horrid confllr,lon J". It' f [, .1 ,rem mg 
rom uch ag:eneral rum o~ trade, national bankruptcy, and an uu[uc-
ccfsful war; If ihe could, in [ueh a period l fupport a confuming war, 

all 
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all the ordinary expences of government, and pay the intereft of a pro
digious debt, by means of her agriculture, how much better might the 
be able to flourifh by it in times of peace and regularity, with fuch trade 
and manufaCtures as depended on it! It is extremely plain from this 
inftance that mighty kingdoms, eV'en in this age of commerce, may 
exift and jlourijh by agriculture alone, as well as fuch fmall flates as 
Switzerland. If any doubt remained, furely quoting China would remove 
it in a moment.- The moft populous and richeft empire upon earth en
joys not trade enough to export their ownmanufaB:ures on their own 
bottoms, nor manufaCture a lingle commodity that is not the product of 
their own foil. 

The independency refulting from agriculture, taken in a literal mean
lng, might be thought to lignify the fecurity of pofTeffing a fufficiency of 
bread: But as an fuppolitions of recurring to prim3:!val fimplicity of 
living are e,xtremely abfurd in modern, and of courfe refined ages, I 
:iball never annex that meaning to the term, but ufe it as I have hitherto 
done, the p,"oduffion oj the neajJaries if the age,' This independency 
muft therefore be proportionally perfect according to the variety of ufe
ful.products of which a foil is capable: Many of the produCtions of the 
temperate zone are neceffary in the totrid,- and viee veJja. China, and the 
Britifh and Spaniih dOIilinions, are the only ones upon earth that are 
perfeCt in the variety of latitudes. China lies in the hotteft and almofl: 
the coldeft climates, by which means herproduC1:ions are prodigioufiy 
various. Spain and Spanifh America enjoy the fame advantages, ftretch
ing fouthward to as cold a climate as China does to the north. The 
Britifh dominions likewife extend from the line to the north pole, 
through territories capable of producing every commodity the moll: 
luxurious nation can wifh. All the necejJaries if life peculiar to the 
various climates, particularly wheat, maize, rice, fiih, are produced by 
them in the utmoft plenty, and hemp and flax in fome quantities. The 
need/aries of the age, which confift of unmanufactured productions, are 
not fufficiently extracted from thefe fertile countries, though many of 
them are their natural produCts, fuch as wine, oil, raw lilk, and perhaps 
fpices. Many, it is true, they yield, particularly fugar, coffee, indigo, 
and others: Tea might eafily be raifed in them: But of thefe circum
fiances more hereafter. 

This is a very flight !ketch, but it is fllfficient to difplay the mllltiplicity 
of necetraries which the different parts of the Britifh dominions produce; 
produCts fufficient to render this nation to the full as independent of thofe 
of other countries, as the Chinefe themfelves are: The m.anufaaures and 

M c-ommerce 
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commerce which ,refult from them, the extenfive navigation this various 
agriculture occaGons, are truly fuch as depend on it, and which I have 
already obfervecl, are confiftent with a national dependence upon that. 

Before I conclude this feajon; it: is nece£fary to take a concile view of 
feveral kingdoms and flates in refpect of the dependence "they place on 
agriculture, and draw a comparifon between them and Great Britain; by 
which means it will be the eafier to form an idea of the degree of the 
latter's dependence on that mofl: ufeful of all arts: Premifing, however, 
that all very numerous bodies of people inhabiting large domains, fuch as 
:Britain, France, Spain, 6,c. mufl:, in· the nature of things., depend, for 
the ab[olute necdTaries of life, moftly upon their own foil, the variation 
of dependence lies in their political ceconomy; in proportion as this is, 
more or lefs perfea, they will, in a regular degree, more or lefs depend 
at certain times upon tbeir neighbours. 

" 
France relies more upon her agriculture than Great Britain, for we 

know, that, incumbered as £he is with debts, £he can fubfift and carryon 
an expenhve w&r without foreign commerce or credit: This might be the 
cafe with Great Britain, but we cannot know it: In another circumfl:ance 
the latter depends more on it than France did until lately, for by allowing 
the exportation of corn, and giving a bounty on it, fhe has been infinitely 
better fupplied than ever France was, wherein Famine has made her 
appearance very often: This, however, is a comparifon between what 
Britain is, vvith what France was; the cafe has been altered fince 1764,. 
when the French government firfl: allowed a free exportation; and there is 
the greateft rea[on to believe, that for the future that people will completely 
fupply themfelves; and if ever a bounty fhould be allowed and more 
political principles of adminiftration followed, much more 'than fupply 
themfelves. Upon the whole, therefore, we may venture to conclude thC' 
degree of dependence on agriculture in favour of France ol~. 

~o be ab!e to a{[ert, that Spain depends as much "upon he; agricultur~ 
~s h:;:cc, It would be necdIary to fee if fue could fubfift as well as 

'* The above fhtch is fufiicient to turn the {cale; but let us further add, 

. I. fT!le P~ blic"rceven ue arifes in ~r~nce in a greater degree from the foil and the eOE[ump
tIOn 0 Hs plodutlJ than that of BrItalll. 

2., Itcadl~its.a ~;\ery whet~er.a naval power coutd be [upported on the plan of dependence 
en a~rtcU Lure. ("OW as BrJta1l1 may b Cd I" II d d' 
1 I ~. e al po ltlca y to epen lD a greater mealure on ler navy t lan l' ranee doe' on h s thO b . 
t ', .' cr' h tj er) IS query, not emg clearly to be an(wcrcd in the ollirma-. rw, 1S ell lome weI':; t.. 'J' '.Jj'. 

France 
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France has done, without her mines and foreign commerce: This circum
fiance is enough to give the fuperiority, in this refpett, to France. Great 
Britain depends confiderably upon her credit and foreign commerce; 
Spain moft certainly as much; . in all probability greatly more, on her 
mines. The former more than fupplies her own confumption with the 
neceffaries of life; the latter is frequently obliged to her neighbours for 
them. Spain depends as much on her naval power as Britain can do, 
the connection between the principals and their colonies being of more 
confequence to the former than the latter. Spain, on the whole, depends 
Iefs on her agriculture than Great Britain. 

Italy, confidered at large, enjoys fo fmall a commerce, fuch inconfider .... 
a.ble manufactures, and no mines, that it is on agriculture alone fhe 
depends, raw £Ilk being reckoned one of her productions: It will doubt
lefs be obferved, that if this is an inftance of the expediency of a depen ... 

_ dence on agriculture, it proves that fuch a conduct is productive of great 
mifery. Bm the anfwer to this I fhould apprehend equally palpable.-
That the ill effects of the political conduct of Italy does not arife from the 
infufficiency of agriculture itfelf--but from an infufficient agriculture: 
Cultivation fo miferably guided, and fo horribly oppre£fed, can yield a. 
flourifhing independence no where: This inftance, therefore, proves 
nothing againfr agriculture; on the contrary, it fhews that a nation may 
fubfifr by it, and with reputation among the neighbouring powers, under 
the greateft difadvantages. Turkifh tyranny is an exception to every 
thing;< it is an inflance too foreign to be produced. Italy, however, does 
not feed her own inhabitants, years of famine frequently come; add ta 
this, that the fupplies fhe receives from travellers,. the amount of her 
manufac.1ures and trade, being taken into the account, deduct a good 
deal from her dependence on her agriculture; and if we confider how 
infinitely fuperior Britifh huibandry is to that of the country if Virgil, 
and the quantities of corn fhe exports to this very Italy, we may 1 think 
determine that an equality fubfifts in this point: But I freely own the 
contrail: between thefecountries is fo exceffive, thata precife parallel is very 
difficult to draw. This likewife is the cafe with Germany, which is fo 
'{plit into a variety of interefis, that an il!finite difference is found among 
them in refpeCt of dependence on agriculture: But on the whole there is 
g00d reafon to believe that Great Britain is inferior. 

With Poland the cafe is clear at the firfl: view: She has nothing but 
,agriculture: Commerce and r;nanufactures are equally unknown to her. 
Since Great Britain.obftructed the exportation of corn about twenty years 
ago, or not fo much, (b,ut I write from memory) Sweden has taken fuch 

1\1 z effeCtual 
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effeCIual pains to perfeB: her ~ulture, that ~e ha~ for f~~ne years p.a~ 
fupplieu. herfelf entirely, and III ~ll. pr?bablhty ,;Tlll cO~Llnue to do It • 
She is much fuperior to Great ~ntal.n In ~ependlDg entIrely upon her 
agriculture. The fame obfervatlOn IS applIcable to Denmark and Nor--

way. 

In regard to H01land, the fuperiority of Britain is o~v~ous at once~ 
She is ,equally fo in comparifon with Portugal, for rea[ons Plam enough to. 
all. But Swiifedand bears away the palm !rom all Europe. S~e depends 
entirely upon her agriculture, and yet enJoys all the n~ce{far~es o.f the. 
age, in as ample a manner as any fenfible people can dehre. oh~ IS not 
without [orne inland commerce, and has feveral manufactures of nnpor
t.ance, but all depend totally upon he.r agriculture. 

SEC T. III. 

OJ tbe PopulouJncJs reJulting from Britijh Agriculture .. 

I N proportion a~ a. nation deJ?ends l!pon her- agriculture, the nun:ber~j 
employed by It, In companfon WIth the total of the people, WIll be 

greater or lefs: But politicians differ greatly in opinion concerning the 
expedieney of a very great pl::oportion being fo occupied. Some affert" 
that the more hands are employed in culture, the more populous the' 
nation will be; while others think, that the encreafing them adds only to< 
a vici-ous population, which encreafes numbers only to ftarve them 
fpeedily in one cafe, and to deftroy the public revenue in another~ In. the.' 
whole circle of political o:conomy there is no point of greater importance 
than this; I mall therefore give it ail' examination: But as this is not an 
effay Oil' agriculture in. general, but ?n that of Britain in particular, I 
ihall enter ao fmther mto the quefhon than as it is, applicable to this, 
l'lation. 

Of tbe Population refitlting from the DivijiOn of Property. 

I {haH bra give a fright extraCt from Mr .. Wal1ace's r,eafoning *~_. 
H The m_~r: perfons employ themfelv~s in agriculture and fiiliing, and; 
the MtS '1;/ ~11Ch are nec~{fary for managlIlg them to the greateft advantage,. 
the 1,;vo~'ld 1Il. general WIll be more populous; and as fewer hands are em
ployed 1Il thIS manner, there will be fewer people. It is of no confe-

# N b urn .ers of Mankind •. p. 19. 21, 

quence: 
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quenc:e in this argument how the people are employed otherwife~ nay 
though they are employed i:n arts which may encreafe the riches and 
numbers of particular nations, if they are not employed in fuch as are 
neceffary for providing food. 

" For if I O,ooo,or any other determinate number, be employed 
merely in works of ornament, and their labour does not ferve for multi
plying food,' there muft be a certain number, by whofe labour,: in pro
viding food, tne[e 10,000 muft be fupported. Now if thefe 10,000,: 

inftead of labouring for ornament alone, were employed direCtly in pro
viding food, they might not only provide for themfelves, but likewife for 
a certain number (;)f others; by which greater numbers might be fupport
ed on the whole. ILl order, therefore, to have the greateft pollible num
ber of inhabitants in the world, all mankind fhould be employed direCtly 
in providieg food; and this muft always be the cafe till the whole earth 
fuall be cultivated to, the fulL But whenever the earth fhall happen to 
be as richly cultivMed as is poffi:ble, then will there be room for thofe arts 
that tend only to ornament, fince fuch as are employed in the more 
neceiTary labour of providing food, muft be able to purchafe it for a 
much greater number than themfelves." 

This rearon-ing is undoubtedly jufi, but it is of a very contrary ten
clency to the following of Sir James Steuart's *.--" But it does not 
follow from this (from the importance if agriculture) that almoft every 
body in the £late fhould be employed in it; that would be inverting the. 
order of things, and turning the fervant into the mafier. The duty amI' 
bufinefs of man is not to feed;, he is fed, in order to do his duty and 
to become ufeful." 

What is his duty? and how is he to become ufeful ? By turning moneT 
~hanger or broker? or lawyer, or mercenary foldier?' I fhould be glad to 
know if the cultivator of a fmall (or large) landed property is not as. 
ufeful to fociety, in feeding his fellow-creatures, as any of thofe fine 
profeffions, or any others this author can in£lance: In what capacity is it 
that the landlDrd cannot be as ferviceable to his country, as the man 'vvho 
does his duty and becomes tife/ttl, mentioned by the author ?-. In another 
place he obferves, " That if an additional number of people produced, 
do nomore then feed themfelves, then I perceive no advantage gained to 
the fociety by their production." It is nece!Tary to remark, that the 
author, throughout his voluminous work, is frequently reminding th,:: 

* Inquiry into tlu Principles if Political Oeconomy, p. 25. 32, 
rea.ckr 
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reader that he always fuppofes an 2Cl:ive and fenuble fiatefman at the 
helm, but this paffage is applied to' no parti-culaJi' country,- and therefore 
we are to fUDpofe it meant of one that poffdfes neither f'catefman nor laws 
worth a fa/thing--if ei:her are good, the very multiplication alone is a 
public benefit. If he had applied the maxim to ~he encreafe of the race 
of blackguards at Naples, it would'ha:v\e been Jure; hut not fo when 
general. Eehold the man who cultivates in Englan-d his little freehold
:fi.lppoie it fo [mall as only to maintain himfelf and family; is he a ufeIe['), 
beinp'? are his children of no uie? \tVhen the' neceiIities of the fiate call 
to a~ns.--when fleets are to be manned, armies to be raifed, are his 
boys of no ufe? Is not the family cloathed? Are not others employed to 
cloath them ?--How, therefore, can the produchonof th01e who only 
feed themfelves be ufelefs ? But rather fay, How is it pollible for a man 
to feed himfelf without affifii11ghis feHows ? 

This latter query is of importance enough to be perfued, as it will 
throw a great light on the fubjeCt, and difplay the confequence of [mall 
freeholders to this nation; and it is here neceffary to quote this author"s 
defcription of the French vine-dreffer: " In the wine provinces of Fra,nce 
vvefind the lands, which lie round the villages, divided into very {mall 
lots, and the cultivation is carried to a very extraordinary height. There 
belong, ill property, to the pea[ants, who cultivate the vines. No fruga
lity can be greater dian in the confumption of this produce, and the 
fmallefi: weed which comes up among the grain is turned to account for 
the food of aninlals. The produce of fueh lands, I may fay, is entirely 
confumed by the proprietor and his family, who are all employed in the 
cultivation, and there is no fuperfluous quantity here produced for the 
maintenance of others. By the fuppo£ition we imply, that the bit of 
land is fufficient for maintaining the man and his family, and nothing 
more; he has no grains to fell, no food can by him be fupplied to any 
other perfon whatever; but the fiate of other lands, capable of yielding 
a furpIus, fuch as the vineyard, produces a demand for his labour. This 
labou,r confide,red, with refpeCt to the vine-dreffer, is a fund for providing 
all hiS wants 111 manufactures, faIt, 6,c. and what is over muit be con
fidered as his profits, out of which he pays the royal impofitions. Here 
we ~ave an icl:a of [o~iety. The vine-dreffer depends upon the proprie
t~r for the price of ,hiS labour; the proprietor upon the vine-dreiTer for 
I11s furplus. But dId we fuppofe all the kingdom parcelled out and 
]~bou,red as t~e fpo~ which lies round ~he village, what would become of 
tI:e vIDe-drefler, wIth r~gard ~o all hIS other wants? there would be no 
vIne; to dfers, no furplus, nOl1nfument any where found, confequently no 
emplOyment, not even lIfe for thofe who had no land. From this ex-

ample 

5 
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ample we difcover the difference between agriculture exercifed as a trade, 
and as a direCl means of fit/?f!fting. We have the two fpecies in the vine~ 
dreiTer; he labours the vineyard as a trade, and the fpot of ground for 
fubfiftence. We may further conclude, that as to the laft part he is only 
ufeful to himfelf; but as to the firf!: he is ufef41 to the fociety, and becomes 
a member of it; confequently, were it not for his trade, the fiate would 
lofe nothing, though the vine-dreiTer and his land were both [,vallowed 
up by an earthquake The food and the,confumers would both di('lppear 
together, without the leaft political harm to any body; confequently, fuch 
a fpecies of agriculture is no benefit toa flate; and confequently neither 
.is that fpecies of multiplication, implied by Jucha difiribution of property~ 
any benefit. Thus anover-exte,nfion of agrict;llFure and ·divifion of lands" 
.becomes an abufe, and fa confequentlydoes an over-multiplication." 

The author, in this p~{fage, allows thaJt
1 

the divifion occq/ions multipli
cation. The great point laboured to be proved, is, that lands may be too 
much divided: This was as de(j,r. before the author wrote as ever it will 
afteT. What is the line of difiinClion? What ,divifion is proper and what 
improp~'? dNo body can aifert, that there ought to be only a [quare perch 
allotted to .each perron, for that would not fuffice even for a moufe ; [up
pore w¢ ·~xtendthis perch to thefize of the vine-drdTer's farm, and firik~ 
off his labour in the villeyard, the authorafferts that it is fo fmall as no.t 
tobe fufhcientfot manufaCtures, faIt, and royal impofitions; thiSt there
fore, is precifely the fame·ca[e as the rod of ground, becall(ein[ufficicPt 
for his maintPnance, which includes manufactures as well as food--for 
the man and his family· ~lUfc be· cloathed, and ufe implements of hu[
handry. But the ideas, in the above extraCl, JIow from a very different 
{ource; "Were it not, from th-e ;vine-dreffer's trade, the ftate wO)lld Iof.e 
nothing were he fwallowed up.\by ap earthquak~~" This appears to bg a 
mifiake, becaufe it is impoffible he ihouldexifl: without a trade, althougb 
that fuppofition is ,made by the ,a~lthorL~hell he fpeaks of the whole 
kingdom being parcelled out. "There would not even' be life for thofe 
who had no lanp." ~ There would, therefore, for thore who had fon,e. 
- Here is the. finmb1ing-block: I confider bread ~Dd cloathing jn the 
fame light, but not even bread (ioula be h,ad wit~lOut implements
even taxes to the flate are the [ameas bread, if the vine-dreiTer ,could l)ot 
pay them, ~he couIG not.feed; his 1~H1;d vvould be feized. 

. The quefiion .. is, Om .<l maR feed himfdf without being affifl:ant to his 
countrymen? or, in the authm?s words, without the earthquake's being 
a political miichief to the collntry ? ,:Tlhe vine.,.dre[fer~s bit of land' is {~:[l
pored only. to yield bread fLl[fi~ient.-This is a fuppoiltiojJ.of ate'.) 

mim~te 
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Il1inute diviilon of land, [8 is that of the fquare perch; nor is there any dif
f.:rence between them: The quantity ii:ifEcient for perfuing agriculture as a 
means of direO: fubfifience, mufi be confiderable enough to yield food 
to the cultivator and his family, and a fm;plus of fome product or other, 
which may be exchanged with others (either imniediately, or by means of 
money) for the remaining neceUaries of life, fuch as cloathing, imple
ments, taxes, &c. &c. I appeal to anyone, whether to. fuppo[e a pIece 
of land. fo [mall as not to yield the lattet, would not be as ab[urd as the 
fquare perch. For to imagine that a kingdom could be parcelled .into 
fuch bits as Sir James fuppofes, and cultivated for fubfiilence, efpeClally 
in fo perfeCt a manner as he defcribes, witholit, at the fame time, fup
pofing a number of manufaCturers and necefiaries, and in confequence a 
circulation, and a general band of fociety, which ties the whole people 
together, is a fuppofition which leads to no principles, and from which 
nothing but error can be deduced. 

The importance of the fubjeCt will plead my excufe for endeavouring 
to analize it yet further. Sir James's words-" By the fuppofition we 
imply, that the bit of land is fufficient for tnaiq.taining the man and his 
family, and nothing more."--It iliould feem from this, that thefinall
neJs of the bits of lands is fuppofititious, not real; but be that as it may, 
and to transfer the inHance from France to England, let us take a. nearer 
examination of a little Engliili freeholder. Himfelf, his wife and child
ren, we will [uppo[e to make a family of fix perfons : He poiIeiIes a free
hold of twelve acres of land, eight arable and four grafs.. The latter 
maintains two cows amply, with a little affifiance from the arable, and if 
much affifiance is taken, then three. His eight acres he throws into a 
courfe of hufbandry, raifing three acres of wheat poffibly every year; or 
more probably, two acres of wheat, two of barley or oats, two of peafe, 
and two of clover: This would be the moft advantageous courfe, as tur
neps would only be proper when he could purchafe beafis to be fattened 
with them; in which cafe they {hould be grown infiead of peafe.- His 
tiVO acres o.f wheat will maintain the whole family very amply in bread; 
beudes whIch, they may eat the produce of one cow. His cows, his 
clover, and his offal co,o, i,,,,ill maintain a fow extremely well; when he 
fats any. of her pi~s, he.illuPc ufe fome of his barley or peafe. His clover, 
and a little runnmg wIth the cows in the grafs, and one acre of oats 
will keep the two horfes, with which he tills his land. But I muft her~ 
obfer;e, that if he kept a yoke of ox~n for that purpafe, his profit by 
growmg turneps would be great, and hIS oxen would be much eafier fed 
than horfes. Now let us examine what furplus he will have for wear and 
tear, cloathing and taxes. The produce of a cow.-An acre of barley, if 

he 



he fats no hogs.-'The prcc1uce of the fow, if {he brings' him tC~1 pi;::s 
jn a year; I allow him tvvo fatted for his ownu[c, eight therefore are :;,::;ld 
lean.-The two acres of turneps or pcQ[e ......... And the poultry he ke;:p8.
This furpins' Sir Jaules Steuart would call his trade. Nothing can be a 
fhanger proof' that. fuch a furplus (and probablyg.reltcr than I have 
fpecified) would remain, tha'n the rent which is paid for fuch ipots of 
land by occupiers 'who maintain themfelves, and after that '3xea):;le to 
pay for manufaC1ures, &S:. but .then he will live by no means fo well as I 
have fuppofed the o'vyner himfelL . 

But Sir James will doubtlefs aIle, \Vhat arc.tO-"beGome .of the four 
children? They will grow up and marry, and if a kingdom <7...uas por
tioned into fuch fmall freeholds; what ts to 'maintain' them and their 
children. A £lngle thought on the In.anagement of this little farm "vin 
convince us what a variety of m-anufaC1urers' are· neceffai:y to fupportit. 
Clo.athing, houfeholdJurniture, implements of tillage and carriage, {hoe:.. 
ing, dairy utenfils,·8£c.' &c •. &c. What a nlultitude of trades are fet to 
work by this little freeholder!' From whence arc thefe· manufaC:LUres to 
be peopled,. butby the children of fl:ch men ?How ar"e populous cities 
to be fupported with inhabitants, but at >the expence of the country? 
How are armies. and fie€ts to be mantled? There are vvants numerous 
enough to be fatisfiedby his' children~Butif we.-take.aview-.ofmsdern 
fociety, 'and allufeful fpeculations nluJl'haveth~t for iis end,we {hall 
find an infinity of employments befides thofe.abovemcntioned,by fupply
ing of which, every man who produces children becomes publicly ufeful ; 
becaufe thofe children fiU up the gaps of the ftatewhich muftotherwife be 
fioppedby the cultivators themfeLves. . 

According to the ideas ftated in the .pa{f.:1ge I began :wathquoting from 
Mr. Wallace, the way to~ender Britain for inftance a~ populo'us as poi:' 
fible, would be to fplit the whole intofuch fmall freeholds as the above; 
employing no body in any arts but t10fe .of neceffity, throvving the fur
plus of population perpetually into thecuhivationo:f:frefhland, until the 
whole foil was in perfeCt culture; and then admit theornal'nentalarts for 
the employment and maintenance of the future en.ci"(~afe-Df population. 
But I ihall proceed to another paffage in Sir James's Inquiry, 'iJV'hich fur
ther difplays his fentiments on this im~Jortantpoint.--" In our days, the 
principal objeCt is' to fupportthe lowel" claffi~s frem their awn multiplica
tion, and for this purpo[e an Eceql1al divifion of property feerns to f!1e 
the more favourable [cherne; becaule the wealth DfthG rich faUs [1:ltcr<llly 
into the pockets of the induHrious poor; whereas the produce of a very 
middling fortune does no more than feed. the children of the proprietor, 

N who 
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who in courfe becomes very commonly, and very naturally, an ufelers 
burthen upon the land. Let me .ap~ly this to an example. Do :re. not 
familiarly obferve, that the confohdatlon of fmall eftates and the dImlllu
tion of gentlemen's families, of middling fortunes, do little harm to a 
modern fl::ate. There are always abundance of this c1afs. of i.nhabitants 
to be found whenever there is occafion for them. When a. great man buys 
up the lands of the neighbouring gentry or {mall proprietors, all the
complaints which are heard, turn upon the diftrefs which thence refult to 
the lower claiTes from the 10fs of their mafters and protectors; but never 
one word is heard of that made by the flate, from the extinction of the 
r ., £ '1 *" .1ormer proprIetor s. amI y ." . 

That great inequality of property is favourable to the multiplication of' 
the lower c1affes, is an opinion which it is difficult to believe ever will 
be fully proved-becaufe the wealth if the rich falls .into t/.3e pockets.. 
rf tbe indujlrious: But does not the wealth of the man of middling 
fortune fall equally into their pockets? A traa of country that yields a 
rent of 50,0001. a year, one great man enjoys the whole; in all proba
bility above forty of it are [pent in the capital, in a profuiion of elegan
cies, flowing into the pockets of the induftrious it is true, but the indufirious. 
i.n what? Why the furnifhers of luxurious eatables, delicate cookery and 
French wines-the exhibitors of public fhows and entertainments; Ita-. 
lian fingers and French dancers~the induftrious gentry of Newmarket 
and White~s.-In a word, in the encouragement of precife1 y that fpecies 
of indufl:ry which is pernicious to the welfare of a kingdom: But if the' 
great man does not indulge himfelf in any excefs.-yet what are the ma-
facturers he employs.? None that work up the products, of his own: 
coun.try .-Em broideries, filks) ~riental an? foreign furniture, COm] pro
ductlOns of the fine arts-keepmg a. varIety of attendants in. a ftate of 
celibacy, b~fides the con~umption of f01'eipn' manufaClures ana produCls~ 
Thus the lllco:ne of thIS tract of land IS expended very little to the 
benefit of the kmgdom at lar~e, or ~he fpot in particular; for the expenees 
of a ilio::t fumm:f refidence, 18 but lIttle, compared with what is, wafted in 
the capItal: It IS .lucky ~or t~e neighbourhood if the vanity of waters" 
lawns and plantatlOns, felze hun: Thefe fometime& take large fums, but 
not often. 

A?joining to this. tract of land lies another of the fame rent, but be
lon~mg to a thoufand fre:holders of fifty pounds per amZZl1JZ, living in 
tl1€U' neat m.:mfions. on thelf rents, in the mid!l of as many or perhapa 
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more tenants. What a population is here! and what a confumption of 
ne::effary manufactures and home products! Suppofe they cultivate their 
'own freeholds, as their income will be large enough to live without any 
work but managing, of courfe their employment of labourers would be 
very great, and population equally fiourifhing *. Now, whether the 
50,000 1. a year was the income of one man, or divided among a thou
{and or five hundred, or even in efiates of three or four hundred pounds 
:a year; in both cafes the wealth would fall into tbe pockets of the induI
~ri()Us, but what a wonderful difference is there to the public between the 
ends of fuch indufiry !-The one is for ever exerted to the moft bene
ficial purpofes, the other to the moft pernicious ones t. 

As to the point of country gentlemen of {mall efiates being of {uch 
trifling confequence, I {hall quote a paffage on the fubjeCl: from a real 
politician, who is very far from feeking far-fetched reafons for all modern 
praCtices. This author fays-" Efpecially amongft that valuable fet of 
men the country gentry if moderate e)ates, who are the main fopport cf 
every kiugdom, and formerly abounded more in this country than in half 
Europe. In ancient times, the fame eftates kept in the fame family for a 
great number of years; but the misfortune at prefent is, that the tranfi
tions of property are over rapid, and too many family feats have changed 
their owners: 

-Veteresjammigravere coloni :t,... 
In Mr. Wallace'·s Di.ffertation ()n the Numbers of Mankind, the great 

impor.tance of a minute divifion of landed property, is fully proved by 
the moil: impartial and judicious review of the political ttconomy of the 

*' For a proof of this aIrertion, fee ''J7J1 Formtr's L,tters fa thl Pcople if England, p. 7'J. 
and 73. 

t S'il ya beaucoup de proprietaires rriediocres, il y aura peu de degres d'inegalite: Les 
proprietaires refideront donc dans leurs heritages & plufieurs emploieront l'excedent de leurs 
denn~es a faire la depenfe de nouveaux elabliffemens de culture, afin de pourvoir mieux leur 
famille, d'augmenter Ia propriete utile q.ue les enfans auront a partager. Mais fi les pro
prietaires font en petit nombre, il y aura de grands degres d'inegalite parmi eux. L'effet de 
Ja richeffe fera de produire 1a variete & Ie rafinement des jouiflimces. Lei riches laiffant Ie 
foin de laculturea des colous partiaires, fe raffembleront & formeront des villes; la com
munication augmentee-augmentera Ie nombre des caprices. Les fuperflude denrees fera 
emplole ales fatisfaire; & 1a certitude que les enfans amont un grand fuperflu, ne laifrant 
aucune inquietude fur leur fort, la folie ufera & abufera librement, au lieu de planter & de 
creer: Mais ce luxe ne fera point maIfaifant, puifqu'i! ne fera point opere par un deplace
ment force ~e la propriete,. Priu&ipts,t Objer'UatifmtS crunomirJlm, tQm. i. p. ",0. 

t EJfoys on Hujbandry, p. f. 97 ~ 
Nz ancient 



anci~l1t andmofl: :poplilO1.i:s natfons. l: PCi~ulJ:~l)n is a rnofttmdoubted con-: 
. b 'r 1 d' -:~r;,-,p--'r,o of "uell ~ U1;-\Tl·.f:1on ;',Hl d:ere ean be no dOLot 'ut II .an -In J,_I"., 1.- ....... 1--,-, .. ,...., l' U.L lj , ..... ~ _. . 

C;:.::at I>itain was moi:e divided, 111e _would be proportionably more popu-, 
l'JUS. More food would beprociw::ed, with _ the attendant c;on[equenc:es· 
mentioned by Mr. ,VaHacelin "the quotation -iilferted above, Jor large, 
proprietors have their :.~ tent~on called off from thdr l~nds by the lllX:U~' 
rious refinements of great cities: Vlatte traC'csarenot fo hkely toLe br-oken:: 
H p and cultivated u["lci:-r the aufpices of {nch, <as und-ex the {maller land-_ 
lord:; whofcds the neceffity of· making-his foil produce to the utmon; 
H::;r ihould \VC forget that in general it is im poffibl€ land l1-10dd _be fo well / 
culti vated by tenants. as by the owne~s-themfelve.s. View the '{;Jofi tl:.a0(; of_ 
ut1c:u1 ~;vated land, which are filch a difgrace to this country; they wlll all 
be fGunu to· belong to iconfiderable proprietors. Enquire: the rea[on:s'of 
thi~ir laying v7afie, you will. be_ told that it vdlnQtanfwer to c_ultivate.:' 
thet'n, farmers will hire them for nothing butfneep..-walkS ;::"~"Cbut ,raife,: 
a lirde farm-houfe, with a fe\'{ nece{fD_ry buil-dings, _ and give the proflerty; 
0: tw£uty acres of themoftbarren .land to. a.fl:out labo'Jrer; dQ YOll-: 
irhagine that the nominal barrennefs of the f:)~l wilL deter hill!. f!Oli1 ,clll:
tivating it? I}y no mez.:o:ls: Knowing how:fecure h~ is _ to' reap the p:-.o5t: 
of his indu£hy, he will eBll;)lo-y himfe1fandj hisI'8.mily vigot:O!n1y i11~ .the 
l1aifing fome_I)l~odua;_oroth~y_[uitable :luJ:he .f2il, -an.ciip_i:l \e'v¥.,;y.ea.cs render; 
his little pl",)perty an ample fund fJ! the maintenance of a Iamily.~.; 
This argument, it mufl: however be alloi-ved, will Ly no means hold 
good when applied to tenants~tJ~~ciy Call", QuI y_QCC1~?y:~~~": ctd.'1.'}cr& ,-in-large, 
but cannot afFord to pay rent for it in fmalL qual1ti ties.----And this does 
ooLproceed" from a11fpr~habJe:---wani~ 'of. pmfit, ~ 'but fiomthe vi,z,-n t of that 
e,~er- i~dt;li1;ry;v\Th~ch:aauat~s. a;nan who labours.~on :hiso,,7<,I11. property,;.; 
;ldd bav~ylg but_a imall'ft?ck~" Iii neceffitated to_ma~.;:e. thej,ttU1ci'cofit, ___ .: 

, The tJ...ree Britiili Wands" atG- fuppo[edt-D -eontainabo1J t 72 000- 000 'of 
acres.. It is v~ry difficult to di[co~er what proportion of the fu;face is' 
ou.::upled -by: nvep~,l{;b,;s-, rocs:-;s,roqds, houfesand traCts" impcf}ib/e to 
cub ~-::lte; but the-~eis ,greatrea[on to think the quantitT not f~ confider,=: 
able 8.8 fome havbmagmed : Ten- millio11s of acres;-Illiould2:0,pfch:.:n::l a . 
~~rg-e all~wance 1-; for that is a tra[( above half as hrge' Z,S ~ the Y"~lo1e 
~1~'_11c1 ot Ir~land. ,!,~ere r~mains then 60,000,000 of acres -~2, cd!~i ',:ate. 
,,--'llPIxJe thIS \vas diVIded lllto freeholds of twenty acres each, it forms, 
3,000)00,0 of fuch, and of courfe as many families, -whic~l,' reckonit1'! 

u 

- t It {ho-uld be rememhered that Sir William Petty' (whoc~i~uhkd the -,,]-'-.1 '.oJ 
,',-, -'0" ace' re~'-"I"" E I d r, - \,_,o.c 2 .. , 
j' .'- .~, ) / _~\j_,o J[] ng an 20,000,oao ot _acres of profitable land· th h-',-
\ll(;r<;:['-' '," " .. , ,r.Ja f f 1 II . - -, ,e 20t par,\>" 

.,' i.v '_"O,\'S de " or 11(,1 an <l owanc~ as thIS. pQ/iticall1rithmOit; p. 7'~ . 

fix 



fix: to'a'fainity;-'would"'am6lmt to 'I3j090,060(;f pe6ple',but frbm thi~ 
number 1)0(0,000 imayl> be-deducted forthoie t tne freeholders' who ,mar 
not mar;y; though '1 a1l1wel1 -"perfua de'd the numb'er -of fuch<f would be 
exceeding ;£lba]L, J To -thefe- 17,ooo,ooo"we tiltH): acld""lheriumb-er of 
ma;11·ufa:C:lurefS neteHary f01" fupplying fhe totaFwith'doathing,' imple';; 
lnent0) C\:CJ -an1 likewlfe thenum bel;empl()y~d, in 'publick bufinefs;, this: 
calclJation Im;abe very il1defiriite ; we cannot judge by the prefent pro~ 
p.orti'cm,becnt['~ futh -filllnbetsare ernployed fore~p'Qrtatiori i bilt by'caU"':
ing the' tGt,al '-_Q5;:O00,~00" no exaggeratio-n :hee'cl. ube ": feared> Fore thii 
number there would be jufl: two acres and an half per hea~l, 11 quantity 
h~?:!y l~fEc,iep tt~ al?de[pe~a.lly if we c9;llfidel~.t??-t no ~1l)wa~1c~. is m~de 
fQr fiib ;- the caaUs of thefe Iflan,4,s '.aI.e'{o prodlglOufly well fupphed, and 
tIl:; lakes and rivers are fo abounding with them, that fome millions of 
l',e9Fl(l:rm;ghJ .Llndou,b'j:(~dly be" fedby_them~ -Coal pits; amthedgel;o.ws 
;!I~,rouldJt~p~Jyf!lic.g.-:--The latt~r'at.pr~fent Il?,aintain th~ farmer.sirilfueli 
infa,n;ns uf lefsth2(Oilwentyacres: Even:: a ditclL:neednot be 10ft ; I have 
moretb<il1 oJ1ce.J~'eJ1 aJloping pailkeq qnej,and yielding a middling,crop 
Rf PQta~()es,; which they c:wauld: wlL,:do, ·that; ha~triO'fiandiJZg water lit 
tl1em')e ,,'),hid} l}Qne.;OJJ:gh-.t'to havtL!·)The:rdt~n::w.:o;od2Which fal-}g in them; 
flnd th.' richJoil whkh::;:ns;yvafhed intmt1i:mh,;qform ca~compofl:'wHich, fl1it~ 

. that ve~etabl~, and' .the iliaderdf the:alMV){' andthetre~s 'whidi grow :in, it; 
is of v:erylitde~ F~'ejl1d_i,ceto -it: An6theril:eat imprGv~ment is the plant,.. 
j'ng ::;t:Pvle-trees in'the rcr}.vs:kwhichmight entirely:fave;the allol1ing:any 
g.r9lm~tO. ;larley. ',Th,::k' points oLmraL cec.onomy, and man.yothers; 
ll\T.Quld. reJlder ... 'tt"~~ tiY;,;O;illqI}d53. t~lus)divicled into [mall ,freeholds; I am. fully: 
fatisfied, even more populous than_Lhavl: fuppDfed,;: tz.yentyacreB' of: th~ 
medium land, between the beft and worft, in proportion to the total 
quanti ty of eilch, ""'Duld JiJe.high;lyfIufficient to maintain fix:: people, and 
the !hare of the [tHplus 8,0(;)'0,000;: and~ this. calculation fuppofes Ji:" 
people, on every t'yventy,acxes, deperldent.on theagricl1h1:ue, ,and not only 
cultivatiJ}g the lanq"bu~l fupplying.! the dafs of fHpernumeraries(the 
8,qoo,ooo) w:it1); hands to }:;:e<::':p up their numbers; f whi~li they otherwife 
'YlOuld be unable to 00, d>:C i2l:UY.,8S all thewafl:eofwar,' &c. &c. comes 
f,rom them.-, <Thus the {;il Ty\'GUU not only keep up its own numbers, but 
fupply, the de:ficiency of the fupernumeraries. I have Hated this cafe 
;merely with an eye tomultip11cation; cas to the politics of it, with refpea 
t<!) the principles of the Britilh conilitution, that is another queftion. Ii 

WitJJ..w4at~~fe,rn!g.htca ,certainty be.g.athered in thefe matters, if forne 
gentle"man who has pwpertyin poor, and commonly called barren. Joils, 
yv~)llld try the experiment, by turning twenty acres of his poorefl: land: 
i,i ; into 
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into a little farm, and either give the property of it to fome induftrious 
labourer with a wife and four children, or at lean a leafe of 99 years at 
<l :fhillin~ rent. The capability of fuch a portion of land's. maintaining 
fuch a family would then be rendered. clear-and the expenment. v:o;Ild 
be perfect, if fuch far1ll. was thrown mto the proper order, by divIdmg 
it into feveral fields, well fenced with the hedge fhrubs moft proper for 
the foil; and if any artificial grafs is difcovered that will really grow 
luxuriantly on fuch land, to lay down a field with it; by thefe means, 
fuch poor traCts would be made to turn to the beft account pollible. 

OJ the Popuiatir;n reJulting jr9m a regular Encreafe 0/ the 5t,uantity 
, of Food. 

No maxim can be clearer than the dependence of population upon the 
quantity of food produced by any people, provided fuch quantity be regu .. 
lar; for any furplus, by mean.s of favourable years, or other caufes, 
which occafion an extraordinary plenty, have no effect on population 
for want of regularity; but any encouragement of agriculture, which, 
being general and perpetual, has a conftant influence on the quantity 
produced, muft encreafe population. In anfwer to this, it may be faid, 
that the additional quantity cannot have that effect if it happened to be 
exported, according to the prefent policy of Great Britain; but this is by 
no means fo clear as the very exportation may be, and mofl: certainly is 
an encouragement to culture in general, and tends ftrongly to lower the 
price, for a proof of which, we need only to recur to the effects of ex
portation on the agriculture of England. 

There can be no doubt, but if aU the corn produced was confumed 
at home, it would be a fign that population was at a great height; but 
then we iliould confider, that the proportion between the quantity of corn 
produced, and the number of people to be fed, cannot, in the nature of 
things, be exact; to have corn regularly plentiful and cheap, more muft 
b~ produced than the amount of the home confumption, or the quantity 
Will pr~[ently degenerate to leJs: . If thefe iilands had 25,000,000 of 
people III the~, and the whole dlvIded as above; even in fuch cafe an 
?pen exportatI~n ought to be allowed;, and even a bounty at certain prices; 
if no exportatIOn wa~ allowed, the. years which yielded confiderably 
above t~e mean quantity, would prove difcouraging to the little free
holders III the pnce of the quantity eat by the 8,000,000 of fupernu
meranes. 

But 
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But if an encreafe of population depends upon the quantity of food 
produced, and if fuch an encreafe is of great public benefit, it behoves 
this nation to encreafe the quantity of food by all poffible means. The 
earth's produclions bear a regular proportion to the number of people 
--employed in the cultivation; it ought therefore to be the fpecial care of 
the legiflature to encourage agriculture by wholefome laws, framed 
according to the fpirit of the times; that no wrong balance may happen 
between the numbers employed in hu:fbandry, and all other occupations; 
finee it is exceedingly evident from this reafoning, that no bUllnefs is of 
fuch great confequence as that of raifing food. No one was ever more' 
fenfrble of this truth than Mr. Wallace; he obferves with great jufiice,; 
" That trade and commeree, inftead of increafing, may often tend to 
diminiili the numbers of mankind, and while they enrich a particular 
nation, and entice great numbers of people into one place, may be not a 
little detrimental upon the whole, as they promote luxury, and prevent 
many ufeful hands from being employed in agriculture. The exchange 
of commodities, and c~rrying them from one country to another by fea 
:~rid.land' does not multiply food; and if fuch as are employed in tllis· 
exMftlnge, were employed in agriculture at home, a greater quantity of 
food'w~)Uld be provided, aFld a greater number of people might be main
tained.~Nor do the operofe manufaCtures of linen and wool1en- toys" 
and utenG.1s·~of wood, or metals, or earth, in which fo many hands are' 
employed'in atotnmercial nation, contribute fo· much to the encreafe of 
the people as marty are apt to apprehend:' And it is not always true, that 
in proportion as manufactures are numerous and flourifhing, a country' 
muft of courfe be more populous than in times of greater fimpTicity.
It mufl: be confeffed that numerous manufaCl:ures make a na.tion more 
elegant and magn~ficent. They introduce a variety of fine doaths and. 
furniture; but at the fame time they divert the attention of mankind: 
from providing food, and while they cr,eate a tafte for delicacies-, and: 
make them neceffary in fome degree for the bulk of the people, they encreafcr 
the number (;)f artifts, and diminifh that of hufbandmen.-In one re
fpea, therefore, a variety of manufaCl:ures diverts the attention of man
kind from more necetfary labour, and prevents the encreafeof the people •. 
-This will become more evident, if it !hall appear, that, in a ftate 
where manufacrures abound, every inhabitant has four or five acres of.
ground to maintain him; and in another, where the tafte is :mo:r.e'flmple, 
there is not one acre for every member of fociety.-Snppof~ a great: 
body of manufaB:urers in fome trading nations that have a large terri,.. 
tory, to lay allde their manufacrures, and employ themfelves in agricul
ture" pafturage ancl fi!hing; they would provide a vaft qU<l;ntity of foocil; 

6- they" 
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.' they weuL: make .111 the necefTaries of life cheap and cafy to be; pu~-chafed; 
and it vJOuld foon become vifible how great a difference there IS bet',vecJ,1 
8.grieulture and manuIaecures, in rendering a nat~Qn 1?Opulous '>l?." Th,e 
;uf'mefs of thefe fentiments, 8.nd, their b.eing fo, extrc;mdy ~pphcable tp 

. ~the prefent fubjea:, will excufe the length of the quotation. 

I have more than once contrafied the kntiments ot thIS gentleman 
'with thofe of Sii' James Steual:t) aJ?-d thei-e is fueh, a diveruty ·.bet\veen 
them il1 the 'prefent ihfbnce,: ihaftruthmllH be v~ry f~r}elTlovc:d fro~ 
one at leaf!: :, Tl1e latter makes much [ueh a fUppo:GtlOn as 1"111'. ¥!aUace ill 
thequotedpaiTage. fEswor<:is-are," Let usJuppofe the wants of man
kina iIi any polite nation of Europe, which lives and flouriiliesin o~r 
days upon .the produce of its'ownJoil~ redu~ed all at once to the fim,ph,.. 
city of the~Iicient patriarchs, , or e'T~~ii to tl1at of .the p!d Roman~. Sup~ 
'po(e aJl,tne ljands- now employed m the ,1uxunous,arts J . and In every 
brartch 0(hl0de~n ma;1l1fadures, to become qU:ite,idle, how could they 
befubiiHed t \~lhiCa:'conomy ,'could be ret on foo't' able to preferve [0 
many lives ufeful to the fiate ? 'Yet if is plain, by the fuppofition, that the 
fanners ,of the c()un.try _<liecapaJ=l~eof maintaining th~m,fi[lce they do [0 
actually. It would be abfurd to propofe to employ them in agriculture, 
feeing there are enough employed inth'isto provide food fOr'the vvhole t.'f 
;Thefan~ers are able to provide for the whole,. more farmers would be 
able to provide for more ,people, Which is the way therefore to procure 
more? By Inanufactu:ring, 01; providing more food? Surely, by the !at..,. 
tei:'; accOl~ding to fhe fentiirients QfMr. Walbce. But who are to eat 
iti~~ the mean time, before the lllulJiplication takes 'place ?-The an
fw~r H~ t1iis."i~ veryread.Y.; Ex;portit.' ~oidne of 'thefe manufacturers 
heed" bee i:tll~';, .theen~reafe, of people wilt begieat' from iheir new em-. 
pkvment,m0U Lns Yfil1pe found for: the food, and if the progreffion iliould 
be f!ow,y¢t a mof!: advantageous trade will, in the mean time, be carried 
on in expoft(:d cprp .. ' ' , 

-Fro-me~:ery light in vvhich this' point can be confidered, it appears ex'.., 
tremel} cleal> th.at the only means of rendering, or keeping a country popu...; 
Jo~s, 1~ t~ provIde great plenty of foo~; it is therefore neceffary to apply 
tbJsP:' IDCIr1e to the pr.efent Hate of Britifh agriculture. There is a moDi 
Ela:;:nal dIfference to the. profperity of this nation, between cultivating 

'* 'NmnZers of Jv1,l71ki71d,p. 22, 23. 25. 27, 

,C "'l'otl;"" \Tal' 'I' p 37 ; L'l ".,I? •• "" .• 

thufe 
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thofe vegetables which tend immediately to the increafe of food, and 
thofe which are materials for manufaCtures, or food for cattle whofe fldh 
is not eaten: And again, between the materials of manufaCtures, the pro
duCtion of which add fertility to the foil, and prepare it for bread corn, 
and thofe which exhaufl: that fertility, and require the fame tillage, ma
nure, and preparation as bread corn. It is extremely evident that thefe 
circumftances mufl: have a fhong effect on population; the cleareft 
method of examining them will be to form a [cale of produCtions, in 
the order of their value in refpect of population, inferting none but 
thofe which are common in fome parts of the'Britifh mands *. 

I. Wheat jufily bears the pre-eminence in aU countries, and may be 
called an univerfal grower. It is undoubtedly in the temperate zone the 
moIl: wholefome food, and the principal dependance of the lower claffes 
of people; it is true indeed, that vaIl: quantities of flefh are confumed 
in England, but the lower people eat but a fmall proportion of it, and 
an advantage it is that they eat no more, for the quantity of land necef
fary .to .maintain a number in meat, is much greater than for br~d: 
Whatever lands therefore in thefe iflands can bear wheat ought, to be 
thrown into the culture of it, and fuch courfes of huibandry purfued as 
are mofl: advantageous for that purpofe; great numbers of hands there
fore fuould be encouraged to apply themfelve_s to this culture, which is 
fo much the moft advantageous branch of huibandry, that fuch laws as 
would have that effect ought cer~ainly to be framed for the purpofe. 
The greateft part of Ireland is a moft fertile foil, capable of producing 
prodigious quantities, but is under fuch a wretched fyftem of political 
<:economy, that not one hundredth part is produced that might be. To 
have wheat in any country regularly plentiful and cheap, is the fureft 
means of promoting population. It is no eafy matter to calculate what 
proportion of the 62,000,000 of acres mentioned above are capable of 
bearing wheat, but mofi affuredly infinitely more than are at prefent ap
plied to it. The confumption of wheat in England has been calculated at 
3,840,000 quarters t, which may be fuppofed to grow upon 1,600,000 

acres: The fame author that calculates this confumption, reekons the 
number of the people 6,000,000. If 1,600,000 acres therefore of wheat 
fuffice for 6,000,000 of people, 25,000,000 (the number I before fuppofed 

VI< [n treating of the conf1:itution of the Britijh Dominions, it was necefrary from the 
-unity of the fubjeCl:, to connc.C1: the American ones with thore of Europ-e ; hut in the prefent 
cafe a different method is the moft eligible, from the extreme difference between the agricul
tun: of each: American hufuandry muil be inferted in parts of feC1:ions by itreH~ 

t Three TraC1:s on the Corn. T:rade, p. 144. 
o might 



POL I TIC A L ~ S SAY S. ESSA Y III. 

might be in thefe Wands) would require 6,660,000 acres; arid the 
fmallnefs of this number compared with the total of the furface, proves 
evidently that I was then very low.in that cal~ulati::m ~ Nor can anyone 
fuppofe that a much greater quantity than thIS Img~t .no.t be regularly 
produced in thefe illands. Ar;d I apprehend; that It IS Impo~ble ~ny 
politicaL or national bufinefs IS of fa great Importance as thIs of lll
creafing to the utmofi, the quantity of wheat produced in the three 
kingdoms *. 

II. Rye is the next beneficial grain that ranks here; and one admi
rable quality of it, is its growing in poor fandy lands which will not 
bear wheat, by which means the culture of bread corn is extended, or 
might be, over the whole territory: Rye is the beft grain for bread after 
wheat, but is not in general reckoned fa wholefome, but mixed half and' 
half is excellent; this mixture is called maflin. The culture of rye is 
negleCted as much as ~hat of wheat; for there is not a traa of fand in 
t,he two iflands but would, with moderate improvements, produce crops
-of it. 1 t will grow to profit on land too poor to yield barley or oats = 
Was either wheat or rye the only bread corn, one kind of foil muft be 
'\?Vithout it, but thefe grains are produced on fuch very different ones, 
that' no traCts of country can be too poor for yielding bread. The con
~umption of rye in England and Wales is I,030~000 quarters, or 
4 I 2,000 acres at two quarters and an half per acre; a very trifling tratt 
of land compal-ed to the quantity of uncultivated foil in England which 
would yield this grain. 

III: Peafe i? utility follow rye. T~e white fort are of great import
ance m affo~dmg to the poor, m plentIful years,. a nouriiliing food,anci 
at a low pnce. When hogs are cheap enough for them to keep one, 
~r to purchafe por~, the Belli by means of peafe is made to go much 
further, and each IS rendered t~e more wholefome; but the poor ma:ke 
many hearty meals on peafe, WIthout the advantage of the addition of 
pork. Peafe. are likewiie of infinite utility in feeding and fattening 
hogs, by whIch mean~ ~hey conduce greatly to encreailng the quantity 
of food. Another ftnkmg advantage is their ameliorating quality to the 

~ The mort ingenious author of the Ejfays on Hujbandry, p. 51. fays," England in a 
fruitful harvdl: can produce corn enough (upon fuppofition that none was rent' t C • .) ji '. . 11 III .0 lOrelgn 
countrJes. to upport Its l~habltants for four years." Quere whether the author means d~es 
p~oduoce It, or IS abl~ by Imp~ov~ments ~~ produce it? The former certainly is not the cafe 
~\ nh "ny country. uee EnqUiry mto Political OEconomy, Vol. i. p. I, 112, I 13. En land~ 
lays the author of the Corn Trails, p. 203" muft be 34 years Caving the bread of one .. g 

foil 
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foil they. grow upon: In aU rich lands a full crop of peafe is (ure to be 
fucceeded by a good crop of wheat; and by the beft hufbandmen i$ 
;reckoned nearly equal to a fallow. 

IV. Potatoes. This root jufily deferves the next place in the (cale of 
the earth's productions. Ireland is proof of what vaft importance it is 
as food for mankind; not that it is recommended to be ufed. as generally 
.as in that kingdom; on the 'contrary, a meal fhould feldom be made on 
that alone; but by judicious mixtures the poor of England and Scotland 
would find it of prodigious confequence to them, if they were encou
raged to cultivate it in their gardens and waile fpots of ground: Mixed 
with wheat meal it makes a very l1utritive and wholefome bread, which. 
by the moil: delicate palates', is fcarcely diftinguifhable from the heft 
white bread. A fmall piece of meat of any fort, but pork in preference, 
ibaked in the midft of a pot full of potatoes, would prove a noble di,fh fOt" 
millions of our poor, and would coIl: a trifle if the whole was 
weighed-that is, one pound of meat would go as far as five. Thefe 
particulars may 'appear too minute to be attended to in fuch a work 
as this; but, minute as they may be thought, they ought to form im
portant articles in the political «conomy of mighty empires, for the 
power and fplendor of the publick depend on the very meals of tIle 
poor~if th.ey are not well .fed, nothing can r.ender a nation reatly 
great. 

Eut this root has thofe qualities which I mentioned as belonging to 
.peaLe; the feeding hogs, and melioratil1g the foil: hogs may even be 
fatted in great perfeCtion on them: What a fource of plenty therefore 
'is this vegetable, which will yield thirty-eight quarters per acre *. rt 
exceeds every thing in preparing the land for wheat. 

V. Apples are fcarcely to be called a crop when properly planted, but 
they are neverthelefs, and in fome meafure for that very reafon, worthy 
'of ranking here. Liquor is as neceff'ary as viCtuals; and there moft cer
tainly is not nourifhment fufficient for the labouring poor in water-beer 
-requires vaft traCts of land to be [owed with barley, which would bear 
wheat, and if wheat is produced in the fame courfe of huibandry with 
barley, yet peafe or potatoes might be fubftituted in its place. The con
fumption of barley in England and Wales 'exceeds that of wheat by 
.{)o.o,G>oo quarters, which is prodigious. If the banks of hedges were 

~ See MiWs Hr,tfbandry .. 

o 2 n~ular1y 
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regularly planted with apple trees~ th~y would fully fuffice ~o provide 
the whole nation withcyder, whIch IS proved by th~ praCtIce of the 
cyder countries. -What. an in~ni~e faving would t~IS .be of ground 
fowed. with barley, an Impovenfiung vegetable, whlch IS of no other 
ufe to the people than yielding beer. 

VI. Buckwheat. This grain is likewife -anamelioratin~ crop, and 
prepares the land for rye; if the crop is good, an.d very. luxunant, fo as to 
keep the foil entirely iliaded, the farmer never 0I?ItS fowmg wheat .or rye ~f
ter it; it is little eaten in England, but much In France, .and mIxed w;th 
other meal would make very good bread. It is-of all thmgs that whIch 
hogs fatten beft with, which is fingly fufficient to prove its value. 

VII. Barley muft be ranked here as an article of great ufe' for fatting 
hogs; particularly fo where the foil affeCts it more than peafe, buckwheat,> 
or' potatoes. 

VIII. Beans. A grain of ufe likewife in fatting hogs, and manyvery 
heavy foils will yield it better than any other produaion; add to this,,_ 
that it prepares the land for wheat. 

IX~ Carrots are one of the moft beneficial crops that can be cultivated: 
in very light foils; they improve the land, and yield a confid.erable' 
quantity of food for fatting oxen, ilieep, and hogs .. 

X. Turnips. Another improving crop,; they have the: fame. uf~' 
.as the carrot, but in a lefs degree. 

XI. Graifes natural and artificial. Thefe vegetables' are of merit in. 
proportion to. the quantity of cattle they will fat. Some lands are of, 
fuch a natu.re ~hat they would yield no corn, fuch moft undoubtedly 
:fhould remam In gralS; but arable ground feeds fo many more people 
~han grafs, .that all iho~ld be ploughed that poffibly can: kndcthis point 
IS of f~ch Import~nce In the political reconomy of this. kingdom, that 
the. cultIvators of It. oug~t, by a. fyftem of judicious management in the. 
legl~ature, to find It theIr own mterefl: to encreafe the"lands., in tillagfr; 
for If grafin~ becomes ?10fl:.pr?~table, population mufi inevitably fuffer. 
Corn ~~nds, If thrown mto Judlcious courfes of hufbandry, maintainvaft 
quantltles o~ cattle, befi.des producing bread for the people; but jf the 
expen~es of .It run too hIgh by the coft of implements, their repairs, or 
the htgh ~nce of labour, then grafs, notwithfl:anding its inferiority of 
produce) vv-Ill be found the moft profitable. Artificial graiIes prepare 

the 
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the land for corn, at the fame time' that they maintain more cattle than.: 
the natural; they ought therefore to be encouraged as much as poffible. 

XII. Madder, weld, and other dying weeds, hops, &c. &c. What
ever IS neceffary for the home confumption; that is, would be purchafed' 
from abroad if not produced at home; provided fuch produCts do not 
impoverifu the foil, and are not planted in very large quantities, there is-; 
no objeCtion to their cultiyation: This is the. cafe with thefe artidesa 

XIII. Oats. This impover'ifhing grain:, which. fOllls: and' exhaufts the' 
land more than any other, is of no real. ufe.. Oatmeal is not to be com
pared to. bread made of buckwheat; nor is itfo good a food as potatoes;: 
and. as to the utility of feeding horfes., it is only a means of multiplying 
a fpecie.s of cattle which alone may depopulate a.nation; and which. are 

-already attended with an ex~eedingpad~ffeCt in that refpeCt on Englando. 
There is no neatly neceffary work which .. oxen·. will not perf-orm; and. 
'what a difference is there between encreafing an animaf whore Belli is· 
food for. roao~ and anotherwhofe carcaf~ is eaten by nothing but dogs •. 
The confumption of oats is 400,000' quarters more than that of wheat" 
in England and Wales; an iinmenfe quantity. The whole confumptioni 
-amounts by ·calculation· to 4,~59,O.oo. 'Lu~rtera;· and. the diiproportion in 
. Scotland:is vaftly, greater. 

XIV,~. Kemp'and flax; Thefe vegetables require -the very riChefl:la:nd~ 
.great quantities of manure, and are prodigio-qs impoyerifhers. A vi~
'gorous culture of them. is ftngly fuffl,cie'nt to ~epopulate a nation, for 
it would eff.ectuaHy' exclude wheat~. 1. ·have.not the.leill doubt that it i's 
more beneficial to- purchafe than<; to, raife them; if people are reckoned; 
theriches.of this country:- Flax is much fown in Ireland; and any cul~
ture. is' better: than: fuffering' the peo.ple to be abfolutely idle; but if that
of wheat: was properly encouraged by giving a. bounty, on the exp.or
tation, and other national tpeafures taken,; f,or to fum up all in one word,. 
·if Ireland wasJ abfolutely uI)ited with Great Britain, this .culture of hemp 
and flax, would no longer be beneficial; it. is the- prop.er agriG:uIture of 
,colonies to yield fuch, produCtions, and the Britifh oliles·would produce,. 
under proper Tegu1ations~ enough:: for all 1;.urope .. '" One. caufe, of the' 
want,of people in Ireland, fays the author of the Prefent State, is tlie 
fowing of hemp and flax; which is looked upon as a great improve-· 
ment, as,it may no d<lmbt be.-;. in(uch~' foil <l,nd ·climate .wh~re the people 
are fa few; bu( [Q long as they convert their lands to that ufe, they will. 
never have any number of people.. Hemp and flax defiroy the beft'corn . 
lands, and deprive_ th.e peoEle. of bread. wherever tliiey are {owed';: 1 t "is. 
.\.. for.:. 
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for this rearon they are obliged to live ·upon· potatoes, as the very heft 
corn lands are not only occupied, but totallfexh;;mfied, ~Y hemp and 
flax; and they buy corn for fo few pe~ple 111 fu~h a, frUitful country. 
By [uch a method of agriculture 'you will never mall1tam,people, but ex
tirpate them as much as by keepmg of cattle ~nd horfes ll1ftead of them. 
Jt is to thefe two caufcs that the depopulatlOn of Ireland feems to be 
-chiefly owing. This we may learn from the exao::ple of, the Ukrain, 
and parts adjacent, -thofe) rich and fruitful coun,tnes whIch. formerly 
overran all Europe, when the people made nothmg but corn; but by 
the planting of fuch quantities 'of hemp andfl.ax, as ~hey: now make, 
they have hardly any people in them, and can never mall1tam- any num~ 
ber upon thefe poifonous weeds which deprive them of corn to eat. It 
is for this reafon that moft of the landlords in England will not fuffer 
their lands to be fownwith hemp or flax, under a penalty of five pounds 
an acre. However this nation may want thofe commodities, and not
withfianding the foil a:nddiniate areboth fit to produce them, yet Britain is 
obliged to expend great fums for them, and can never have them; of her 
own growth without a much greater 10fs in people than they are 
worth *." 

To have laid a tax of flax therefore upon the people of Ireland, ac
cording to the plan of Sir William Petty, was by no means the way to 
enrich the pe<iple: Their prefent linen manufaCtory is no anfwer to this 
objeCtion; for had the ports of Ireland been laid open for the exportation 
of corn, with the fame bounty as in England, that iiland would by this 
time have been peopled and enriched to a very different degree; and 
would have been a more potent andeonfiderable kingdom., in every refpect, 
than what her linens will ever advance her to. I before obferved that 
indufiry in any branch of employment is better than abfolute idlenefs: 
all the poor in Ireland had better cultivate flax, and manufacture' linen 
than remain i~le: all I would infinuat~ in this paffage, is nothing mor; 
than a companfon betw~en ~he produchon of corn which feeds the peo
ple, and that of fla~ whIch .m one fenf: ftarves them! It certainly depo
p~lates, but as certamly ennches thofe It leaves: It is our abfurd politics 
wIth regard to ~reland, that prevents population in any cafe from being 
the beft of all nches t. . 

I fhall 

.. Prefint State of Great Britain and North America, p. 126. 

,1' Sir W. Petty, who i~ fo many, ~e~pea:s was an ingenious calculator, was mofl: cer
talllly,on ~he whole, a ml[e~able ,Politician" This remark that Ireland may lofe in riches 
(by lofing III p~ople) by the ldentlcal manuf~aure which enriches it, has the appearance of 

a paradox; 
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I £hall carry this fcale of produClions no further: The tendency of all 
may be gathered from the foregoing; but a few remarks on the means 
of producing great quantities of food for man, by the judicious manage
,mentof the beneficial 'vegetables, is not unneceifary. 

Wheat has certainly the pre-eminence; and next to it comes rye. 
There are two ways of cultivating them, by fallowing the land for their 
reception, or [owing them after fome other crop. It is to this day 
dubious, which (the conduct in both cafes equally judicious) yields the 
mof!: grain; from the very uncertainty one may venture to affert 
the latter deferves the preference. Such preparatory crops as may be 
followed by thefe valuable ones, are therefore of infinite confequence, 
they are chiefly peafe, beans, buckwheat, potatoes, and fome artificial 
graifes, particularly clover: from hence it is apparent what prodigiou!ly 
l>eneficial crops peafe and potatoes are, they feeding men, the reft cattle 
-the latter encreafe the quantity ,of food in that of meat; but what is 
direClly applied to the nouriihment of the people, maintains by far more 
than any crop which yields it only in a fecondary manner. Beans yield 
more plentifully than peafe, and yet the quantity of pork an acre pro
duces by fatting hogs, by no means equals the quantity of food an acre 
of peafe directly yields; without mentioning the difference in readinefs, 
for peafemay be boil-ed- and eat, when hogs are not tb be bought for the 
beans. Thefe noble-crops not only yield fuch plenty of food themfelves, 

a paradox: Supppofe 4,000,000 of people were maintained in it by the culture of corn, 
1he would be richer in that treafure of population, with a balance of trade of 5°0,000 f. 
than with a balance of 1,000,000 I. by means of manufaCtures, with only 2,000,000 of 
peopler Petty has an obfervation ~otally contrary-" If all the hufbandmen of England. 
fays he, who now earn but 8 d. a day, or thereabouts, eQuId become tradefmen, and earn 
16d. a'day, (which is no great wages, 2s.and 2S. 6d. being really given) then it would 
be the advantage of England to throw up their hufbandry, and to make no ufe of their lands~ 
but for grafs, 'horf€s, milch cows, gardens and orchards, &c." Political/lritbmetic, p. 124-
Here. is not [0 much as a falvo in favour of population, the meer earning is all that is con
fideredj had England only 3,000,000 of inhabitants, that circumflance would not at all 
alarm -this author. What do they earn ? would,be his quefti-on: This is' preci{dy the ,cafe 
with lrdand, .gi:ve her a flo\uii'f}ling agrkultme, fill her with people, let her export her 
~up~rlluous corn-W~at are ,the fearnjn~sof her hu{baod~en? A p1illing. Change.your 
conduct,. turn her cultivators mto manlifaC\:uters, let her fbi I be ul1ulled,but let her 11Ilens 
flouriili. What are the earnings of her manufaClurer? Two ihillings. The cafe is deci
five in favour of the latter, accol'ding to the preceding paffage of Petty's: But the point is 
not fQ e~fity decided" Which, r~llder~the kingdom moil: populous? Does it feed its own in
habitant5 when they are m~nufaCt~rers? Which will yield without oppreffion the largeil: 
public revenue? From which inay moft [~ilors and fohliers be taken without detriment? 
Which is- the moa regular and (erMin- employment ?Which is moft open to a foreign rival. 
fuip? and a million of other queri'es, every one of which I believe turn in favour of agri
culture. 

5 but 
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but amel'ior~te the foil, and prepare it for wheat and rye ; and I am per
fuaded that moft forts of land (the very woril: excerte.d), would produce 
{hem, and wheat or rye, according t? the degree .of ~lchnefs, for ever; 
L potatoes, 2. wheat,~. peafe, or 'Vlce 'Verja, and .10 hght lands .rye fub
flituted infiead of wheat. I leave the reader to Judge of the llnmenfe 
number of inhabitants Britain and Ireland would maintain, if fuch or a 
fimilar courfe of hufbandry was in general pur[ued. A iliort calculation 
will make this evident. 

Suppofe out of the 62,000,000 of acres before mentioned, we deduct 
Q 2 ,ooo,oco for graJIes and woods, fuch as are alfolutely ne!=eJIary, 
40,000,000 remain for the food of the inhabitants,. which are to be 
cropped perpetually with peafe, potatoes, rye and wheat: Peafe being 
.an uncertain crop, I iliall fuppofe them to produce two quarters per acre, 
which is an exceeding low computation. The potatoes twelve quarters, 
.and the wheat and rye two and an half ~ All the land in the three kingdoms 
that is capable of culture, would at a medium yield thefe quantities. 
This courfe of hufbandry would be 13,3°0,000 acres of each, that is, of 
peafe, of potatoes, and of wheat Dr rye. 

.I 3,300,000 acres of peafe, at 2 quarters, 
7,3,3°0 ,000 of potatoes., at 12 quarters, 
13,3°0 ,000 of wheat and rye, at 2 quarters and an half, 

~arters • 
26,300,000 

159,600,000 

33,250 ,000 

219,r50,000 

-Suppofingthat four quarters of thefe produaions were fufficient for the 
maintenance of one perf on a year on the medium of men, women-and 
,chi]dr~n, and one ctuarter of wheat it has been proved is the average con
fumptlOn of mankmd at prefent; four therefore of thefe articles mufl: be 
:eckoned a pro?igi?llS allowance; the above 219, I 50,000 quarters would 
m that cafe maIn tam above 54,7°0,000 perfons. I am aware that there is 
nothing accurate in this calculation; that nothing is here allowed for 
beer ~ that there may be .a doubt whether fueep e.nough could be kept 
for t.ne purpofes of cloathmfS; and that the moil: ~hgible fcherne of pro
duchons iliould ~e more vanous, and the people mIght have more articles 
of food: There Isa great deal of truth in thefe objeaions but then I am 
ve.ry clear that the allowance of jour quarters is fo extravagant, that I 
mIght pe~haps fay the furplus. of it is fufficient to make up all thefe wants, 
an~ e[1?eClally as no notice 1S taken of the millions which might be 
mallltamed by fiili, nor of the performing all tillage with oxen, which 

would 



SECT. IH. A G RIC U L T U R E. .Ie,s, 

'Would yield {ueh quantities of fiefh, for in the above accoun t Q 2,GOO,000 

~a.re fet apart for graiTes and vvoods, (of the Litter of which, bu~ a fmalt 
portion would be neceffary, the hedge rows yielding a fufficiency) and 
rio food Iuppofed to be yielded by them. As to beer none would he 
wanting, cyder ought to be univerfally {ubfiitutedin its room. Lafily, 
this calculation is meant rather as a proof of what numbers mi6~1t' be 
.maintained in thefe iDands, than to fpecify any particular number; hut 
one acre per head is mentibned by many authors as [uffi<:ient, and is afcuany 
the cafe in fome countries, at which rate, the number would have 
amounted to many more.' But whatever may be the opinion of the 
reader in thefe points, he will allow the' importance of cultivating 
thofe crops in preference, which are the food of man. Wheat, rye, 
peafe and potatoes, chtim the priority to barley, buckwheat, oats, &c. 
a.nd carrots and turnips are not of fa great confequence in preparing for 
'Corn, as in fatting .cattle, becaufe "fpring corn, and generaUybarley and 
oats, are the fucceeding ones; but if carrots were drawn time enough to 
'fow wheat or rye, the cafe with them would be different. As to im
poverifhing crops which do not yield food, nothing more need be faid of 
them. Thus much is fufficient at prefent, on this fubjeCt, of the various 
merit of cultivated vegetables; I have handled it In a fuperficial manner, 
rather as a means of awakening attention, than as a full examination; 
but its importance is fo great, that too much pains cannot be taken to 

, elucidate it tbo.rougply; and my fubjeCl: will require fomething more to he 
laid of it. in another plaee. 

OJ the Population re.fulting from particular Methods of Cultivation. 

" The repeated induftryand diligence, fays an excellent author, necef
fary to be ufed in this peculiat· Jart if hYjbandry, (the new) will afford 
~ncreafe of employment to labouring men, and alfo to women and chi1-
~ren, who could otherwife gain next to nothing. In proof of which, a 
traCt of land planted with vines, lucerne, &c. will ern ploy and maintain 
more country people, than doubly, or perhaps trebly the· fame quantity 
of ground fown with corn. Nor can there be any reafon for dif
.-couraging or difcontinuing thefe minute advant.ageous labours, till a 
kingdom is found (upon -fome other accounts) to encreafc in its HPOPU
loufuefs '~." 

' • .E.J!ays on Hufoandry, p. 38• 

p Thi~ 
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This paiTage flarts an opinion Fo ~ear1y conn~ae~ with my fubjc:Cl, 
that it is abfolutely neceffary to gIve It an exammatIOn. The queihon 
a1"ifing is, \Vhether that hufbandry which abfolutely yields the mofl:. fo.od 
for man, may be ,pronounced the moR advant~geous t? <?rea~ Br.ltam, 
without enquiring mto the numbers employed by It ?- fhlS pomt IS ex
trc mel y im portan t, and intima tel y concerns the well-being of this kingdomo 

I have already proved that population mufl depend upon the quantity 
of food produced at home in a large kingdom: In fuch a final]: dominion 
as Holland, fa cut with navigable canals, the cafe is different; but in 
fuch tratlsas France, Spain, or Britain, no regular dependence can be 
placed in a foreign fupply. Population in the Britiih dominions cannot 
encrea[e, without an encreafe of the quantity of food; but fuppofe the 
quantity is encrea[ed by means of a better culture, arifing from a divi
fion of the country into larger farms, it is imagined by many, that 
{mall farms are moil: conducive to population therefore according to this 
fuppofition, the encreafe of food might be attended with a decreafe of 
people. True,-of a decreafe of thofe employed in agriculture; but it 
does not therefore follow that it is general, becaufe the furpIus may em
ploy theinfelves in manufa[\:ures, and eat the food produced, as well as 
if they had produced it themfelves; in which cafe, population would 
depend upon the demand for manufactures; if that was regularly alive 
and bri:fk, none need be idle. This fuppofition is flarted for the fake of 
the C?nclU~Ol~, .not that I think large farms diminifu the people, they 
certamly d1U1ml:ih the number of farmers, but probably not the people in 
general. 

Suppofing the number of people therefore equal in both, the encreafe 
of food provided by the large farmers, may be exported, as an encou
ragement for them t? continu~ an.d en~reafe their labours, (which is 
encreafing people) untIl populatlOn IS arrIved at fuch a pitch, as to con
fume the whole at home. And the encreafe might in this manner con
tinue progreHiv:ly with the exportation, as long as frefll lands continued 
to be brought mto culture i but when the whole foil became tilled, the 
number,of people at home would put a flop to exportation, without any 
law to tnat purpo[e. 

~ut in the. midft of this train I?-e:v inventions appear, by the ufe of 
wInch, a r;:OIe accurate huiban~ry IS mtroduced, requiring a much greater 
number 01 hands. But here It vvill be better to lay afide the fpeaking in 

g'eneral 
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general terms, as the c~fe is in a good meafure the prefent one with thefe 
kingdoms.-Drill ploughs and horfe hoes are difcovered, ufed, and re
commended, being attended with two excellencies; l1rft, of growing a 
larger produce of bread corn particularly, than in the old method; and 
fecondly, of finding employment for a greater number of poor people. 
I am not entering into an examination of thefe infiruments, only en
q1J.iring the extent of their confequences, fuppofing they aCtually per
form as their friends declare. 

The encreafe of the quantity of food, I have already proved is a point 
6f infinite confequence; but the queftion is, Whether that vafl: confe
quence remains, when it arifes from the employment of great numbers 
of hands which might be employed in manufat1ures, and when the 
common methods produce a larger quantity in proportion to the numbers 
employed? Suppofe that three acres of land employed in the old huf
bandry for three years, yield the farmer nine guineas clear profit after 
maintaining one labourer, and that the produce is 7 quarters and an 
half of wheat, 7 quarters and an half of barley, and 6 pounds worth 
of turnips or clover. Suppofe three acres in the fame time in the new hu[
bandry yield the farmer likewife nine guineas clear profit, after maintain
ing two labourers and two boys, and that the three years produce is thir
teen quarters and an half of wheat. The queftion is, Which is moil: bene
ficial to the publick? The probability of thefe fuppofitions is not the 
prefent enquiry, they are to be taken for granted, as principles, for the 
fake of the conclziftons to be drawn from them. 

At forty ihillings, and two and twenty per quarter, the value of the 
firft products will be 291. 5 s. and of the fecond 271. Now the thirteen 
quarters and an half would prob~bly maintain many more mouths than 
the [even and an half, and the barley, and d?ver, or turnips, becaufe it 
is a great chance if the barley is applied to the fatting of hogs, and the 
clover, in all probability, will become the food of hor[es, nor will the 
beef or mutton arifing from the turnips (if they ihould be the crop) form 
a balance. The three acres then in the new feed more people than in 
the old. But, on-the contrary, the former takes up the labour of ana 
man and two boys more than the latter, Which is beft therefore for the 
publick good, that this furplus :fhould be 10 employed, or fpared for 
manufactures? Sir William Petty would anfwer at once the latter; but 
the cafe is doubtful at leaft; for population will flouri:fh moft by their 
being regularly employed on agriculture, and providing a larger quan
tity of food, and populoufnefs is of itfe1f the greateft of all riches to 

P 2 an 
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an indufirious nation. But manufacmres llever yield [neh regular em-

Plo"rnent as aariculture-there is no certainty of a continuance of many 
) b . .c' . 111- • & & branches of t~~em which depend on faililOns, lorelgn nva mlp" . TC. YC. 

-From a;l· which circumfiances we inay at leq/ldeduce abarance to 
the proportional trofit of the old huiliand:y. We may therefore ~on
elude that mode at culture to be the befl:, which employs mof!: people at the 
fame time that· it yields the greateil: quantity of food for man. . 

But there are other variations of this fuppofition which mull not be 
pajled over '''.'ithout notice. What would be the refult if both methods 
V:-Cf:2 to yield the fame quantity of fo-od, the one requiring, as before 
mention(:ci, a greater number of hands than the other? In this cafe thB 
old hu:fb:mdry would fpare! more people for manufactures, &c. and at 
the [arne time t1.at it provided food for them, than the ne\v; becaufe 
that yielding no more food than the other, and requiring confiderably 
more hands for the cult me, confeqnently could fpare very few. The 
quantity of food here being the fame, population would be the fame, if 
tl~e furplus of the old employed by manufactures, met,with as regular a 
maintainance as thofe required by the operofe culture of the new; bu~t -
the riches of the publick by trade would~ be greater by the former ... 

Again; fuppofe the 01d' hufbandry was managed' on an average, as I 
mentioned before, for the culture of food alone, in this cafe population 
would thrive by far more than any new method could occafion, becaufe 
the fuperiority of quantity would be on its fide. In the common method 
~he infer~or~ty is owing to the crops of barley, <i:lover, and turnips, but 
If one ot dll-Ca food was every year on the groulld; the balance w0uld~: 
turn. greatly. 

~'h h 1 1'! l' r. . .• I 'd 7 

.1 rong ?ut l!l~lC 1UppOll~lOnS It IS al UO~VlT as a maxim, that popu-
latIOn fi/ar.li?e~ 111 proportlOn to _ the quantIty of food produced; and 
~bat mctnoct lS l~l.i.ipofed to ~e the moil: b:nefici~l which yields the greateftc 
crops; a~d the: employn:cnt of p~ople III agrIculture has the preferem:e 
to. manUi2,.'.2lE·(~Sl unIe[" Ir: fuch modes of culture as do not yield equally 
V'nth others :. hom ail whIch ~ne ~eneral conclufion may be drawn, that 
o~ all others, ~he mof!: benefiCIal iyftem of culture vvould be that which 
yIelded a fup:::no:- encrea[e of quantity in proportion to the numbers _ 

• 1" 1 • 1 .. " em 
~~IO;'f\" 111 It, 1 VV~lC 1" It l~ very evident, v,;ould be in an improved fiate of 
(Je old metJ:"GCl. l'or 111ftance, throw a tract of land into the r. 
1 ;- • d f' 1 courle-

a[).~v~ ~leate 0, VIZ. wneat or ry::, peafe and potatoes) and let them be 
IllKJ 111 .the common method ;-on the. contrary, let another traQ:be cul-

tivated 
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tivated according to the new method;' and fupp'o[e the produCts equal; that 
wovld be the beft, which, by adding an additional hand to the culture1 

would yield the greatefi additional quantity; for if the two methods fiarted 
were on a par, the poor people employed in them would have encourage
ment to encrea[e according to the encreo.je of employment, and that encreafe 
mufi depend upon the profit to the farmer arifing from it i if cultivators 
in the old method L:cgan an improvement by ploughing, halTO\ying, ma
nuring, hoeing and weeding, which required an additional nnmber of 
men, women) and children, at the fame time that a fimilar improve. 
ment was undertaken by thofe ·of the new, and at harvefl: was to find a 
greater proportional encreafe of crop, in confequence of employing fuch 
an additional number of hands, than the cultivators in the other method 
found in confequence of their improvement, it would be decifive at once 
in favour of the former: And that they would find fuch a fuperiority, 
there is very great rea[on to believe, but of that more hereafter, 

If there is any truth in thefe remarks, and that there is common ex
perience fufficiently evinces, it mufl: furely be fhiking to everyone, of what 
great importance all thofe improvements in agriculture are, which encrea[e 
the quantity of food at the fame time that they employ an additional num
ber of poor people. No improvement is fo great and obvious as that of break
ing 'up uncultivated lands., for fuch frefh culture is better by far than the 
moil: important conquefl:s; new territories are gained without the expence of 
victories; populous villages arife where fcarce a hut was formerly feen; 
and thoufands are fed from thofe acres which were once a national dif
grace. Thi_s impl'ovement has made great advances of late years in 
England, but vaft tracts yet remain which are highly capable of culture, 
and which might be I?ade to maintain a prodigious encrea[e of people. 

In fncb. improvements as thefe, the attention of gentlemen to agricul
ture is of great national importance; thofe who po:fTe[s uncultivated 
lands have the opportunity of improving; but others whofe efiates ai'e 
already well cultivated according to common modes, can do but little in 
this way; their attention :fhould be direB:ed to the means of encreafing 
the quantity of manures, and to encouraging thofe tenants who :fhow a 
di[po~ltion :for a lively and vigorous culture; but if infiead of fuch en
deavours they bufy themfelves with drill ploughs, and ,horfe hoes, and 
all the gimcrackery of hu:lbandry, they moil: aifuredJy will. not be of 
fuch fervice to their country. 

Could the drill huibandry produce as much wheat every year as the 
CJld does in its wheat years, or even a large proportion of it, the merit 

would 
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would be ackrlo\vledged by all ; but while nothing but uncert~inty 
attends it, while the machines are complex and expenfive, and whIle fo 
many have tried it with 10[s, every perf on has a right to debate its con
J.~quences freely. I know not a greater matter of rq::roach .to our gentry 
of large efiates, fo many of whombufy themfelves III agnculture, than 
this dubioufnefs of the merits of the drill culture: What a want of 
publick fpirit is there in fuch an univerfal negligence or avarice, that 
noneihould make repeated experiments on a large fcale and in the face 
of a whole country, on fuch points, that their country might be fatisfied 
either of the whimucal inutility of the praCtice, or its excellence, 

SEC T. IVo 

Of the Riches arijing from Britifh Agriculture. 

T HE greatefi of all riches is the po:ffeffion of fopd, for from that 
refults all others, but the riches which form the fubjeCl:s of this 

SeCtion are by no means fo general; by them are meant nothing but the 
money or merchandife in exchange, which the fale of the fuperfluity of 
the produuions of agriculture yield from foreign nations. 

It is obvious from this definition, that there mufi be fomething dubious 
in the nature and extent of fuperfluity; for the jufinefs of the meafure 
depends upon the line of feparation between necejJity and fuperfluity: If 
any part of the produce neceiTary for the home confumption is exported, 
it is no longer the fale of fuperfluities, but of what ought to remain at 
home. 

I hav~ already endea:voured to prove, that the great bufinefs of agri
culture IS the produulOn of food for man, that population may never 
fiop for want of plenty of neceiTaries; and it has likewife been fllewn 
that t~~ only means of having enough, is to raife more than enough: 
BL:t radmg more than the demand amounts to, only tends to fink the 
pnce, and confequently deters the farmer from [owing the next year that 
extent of I?ro.und which a br~~ market always occafions: Thus, by 
means of ~lmll1g only at a fuffiClen~y, and never at a fuperfluity, even 
~ nec,ejhty IS not proc~red, nor faml11e always prevented. But when it 
IS railed for exportatlOn, the farmers are not cautious of fowing too 
much, they ~re not fearful of glutting the markets, and by this 
means plenty IS ahvays procured at home. 

6 But 
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, But fti1l the query remains, -What is fuperfinity? What is plenty? 
vVhat is the price at which corn ought to be at home? The folution of 
thefe queftions is of infinite importance to fuch an indufirious nation as 
Britain. For the expediency of having the neceifar,ies of life at a rea-
finable price, that the poor may be able properly -to maintain themfelves, 
is a meafure that has univerfally fhuck all ftatefmen; but none has been. 
fo blundered about; and nine out of ten of the acts of fiate which have 
been framed for the purpofe in differen t countries, have had a direct con~
trary tendency. 

_ Neceffaries vary in every country; what are fueh in England are not 
fuch in France ; what are fuch in France are not fuch in Spailil: There is; 
no term which hangs in fuch bbfcurity as this; now difficult it is to dif
cover them with precifion, even at home. Some parts of England feed 
on barley bread, in Scotland on oats1 and in Ireland on potatoes, and, 
thefe feveral fpecies being of a very iJ)different fort when eat alone, they
may be clearly determined abfolute neceffaries. Great numbers feed Oil. 

rye, arid many on that and wheat mixed; I make no fcruple to give 
thefe the term of neceffaries; but in many parts of England the POOf' 

e'!t nothing" but fine white wheaten bread; this certainly is no necdJary 
of life, while vvheat and rye may be mixed and eat 'with health, and 
what is commonly called houfehold, or brown wheat bread. And it is 
very difficult to allow even thefe to be neceffaries, while it is fo well known,. 
a meal of half potatoes and half wheat make a perfealy wholefome 
bread; Indeed, we may lay irdown 'as"a maxim, that nothing is a nece.f-
fary rif life, if any thing cheaper,. but equally wboleJome, will Jerve for 
regular food. 

The quantity is in the next place to be examined, for whatevervege-
table produaion is converted into bread, a certain quantity of it mufi be' 
neceifary for everyone; and I fee no reafon why that quantity fhould. 
not be called as much as they can eat, for no poor perfons can be in per
fect health and vigour, that have not their belly-fun conftantly ; and if they 
are induftrious and without their health and ftrength, the fiate fuffers as 
well as themfelvcs in a ]ofs of their full labour. From thefe circumfi:ances; 
it follows, that the price of food (whether it be bread alone when Belli. 
is dear, or both when it is cheap) fhould be fo low that the indzytrious, 
poor may always be able to command,fuch a fufficiency, without its de
priving them of the means of cloathmg themfelves decently, and pro-
viding themfelves with the other few neceffaries of life which need nQ;, 
explanation. 

Wheneverc 
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\Vhenever the heme con[mnption is fatisfied to this degree, the ex:por
tation of the furplus becomes a wife ;md prudent meafure. It cauies a 
certainty of a perpetual plenty at home, and becomes ~ mo~ ,:aluable 
branch of trade. This has very clearly been the cafe WIth Bntall1; {he 
has for eighty years exported great quantities of corn, and yet has fed 
her ovm inhabitants cheaper by 9s. 7 d. per quarterfince that meafure, 
Jhan ~verlhe did b~fQre," wh,ich is fuch a proof of the expediency of 
Jhe meafure, as .can be infianced in [earee any other. 

Were this efFeEt the only one of a vigorous exportation, it wol.11d be 
.decifive. enough, but there are many others. In fixty-eight years ihe 
r:eceived upwards of 36,000,000 t. for her exported corn *, which being 
a very bulky commodity, employed an infinity of {hipping .and failors, 
befides the very confiderable amount of the freight-And lafi:ly, we may 
.vcnture to determine that this vafrquantity has been really fuperfluous 
.. at home, becaufe the progreffion of luxurious living among the poor 
has been regular during the whole' period, which would have been im
,poHible, had any quantities neceffary for the home confumption been 
exported. 

But an ce~penfive bounty has been granted on exportation; Of what 
life can that, be? fay rome. Cannot the corn trade at leafi take its own. 
courfe? I fhould be more explicit in anfwering thefe queries, but muft 

. in another place enl arge upon bounties in general, the leis therefore 
. need be advanced here. It is impoffible to fuppofe that fuch quantities 
would have been exported without the bounty, and as the exportation has 
been of fo great national advantage, the expediency of .the meafure 
which advanced it cannot be called in quefiion--If the feeding our own. 
poor 9 s. 3 d. per quarter cheaper than they would otherwife have been 
:fed, an? at ~he fame time receiving 36,000,000 t. for our furplus, be highly 
~enefiClal cIrcumftances, and owing to the exportation, they are decifive 
lln favour of the boun.ty, becau~e that mufi, in the very nature of things, 
have had great effect 111 promotmg the exportation. . 

The riches ~~wing, _ into a country through trade may, on the prefent 
occafion, be (hVlded mto two forts, If!:, The exportation of raw pro
.d~0s; 2d, That of manufactures. To enter too largely even into thefe 
'~lnfic)~lS vl'ould be ,to a~ticipate the fubjeec; but it is neceGary to 
'lay a few words on the pOInt which corn occupies in this general [cale. 

The 
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The exp9rtation of manufactures has always been efieemed by far the 
mofi beneficial, in refpea of the employment of hands: Allowing this 
to be the cafe, (although it is not univerfally fo) yet that of raw materials 
has many other advantages, and from a flight enumeration of them, 
it ,vill be ~vident how high corn ranks among them. 1ft, They em
ploy a greater number of ihipping and failors. Qdly, Their freight 
amounts to far greater furns. 3dly, The demand for them is, and ever 
will be, much more regular, they confifiing in general more of necef
faries of life than manufactures. 4thly, A multitude of the latter are 
wrought from foreign products, the price and expences of which are to' 
be deducted from their manufaCmred amount; nothing of which is the 
cafe with the raw products., Other circumftances might be added to this 
parallel, but thefe are fufficient; and it is obvious of what confequences 
corn amounts to according to thefe ideas. . 

Before I conclude this Seaion, I cannot omit obferving what vail: ri,ch,es 
might be made to flow into this nation, from improvements in AgricultlJre 
for the purpofes of exportation. I fay, for the purpofes of exportatiori; 
becaufe if they were anfwered, population, by means of the home con
fumption being regularly fupplied, would follow of courfe. Whoever 
makes a trade of corn will never want it to eat. Upon this principle, 
what tracts of uncultivated land are there in Great Britain· and-Ire
land, which might be made to freight whole fleets of merchant,men. 
Nothing can be a fironger proof that the domefiic policy of Jh.is, natiO,n 
is, in thefe refpeus, very far removed from perfection, than feeing fuch 
a large portion of the foil uncultivated: It may be [aid, that all extenfive 
countries are in the faine drcumftances, and mo.ft in a gJ;'eater degree 
than ours: This may be the cafe moft certainly, but it is a weak argu
ment at beft. This nation enjoys another kind of liberty than is com
mon in extenfive k~ngdoms, and therefore ,ought not. to, be 'contented 
with fuch a degree of improvement as others enjoy-Its conftitution re
quires more: Befides, we are in a train of political a:conomy, which,if 
properly purfued, would carry improvements of this fort to a higher pitch; 
of this the bounty on exported ,corn is a ihiking infiance; eVen the 
allowance of exportation at all is fcarcely known in other countries, 
after it has been ufed with fuccefs [0 many;years in England. What, a 
fund of w~.?-lth would an univerfal application of this meafure, wi~h 
forne few well contrived laws, produce in thefe iilands! Political manage
ment mofl: certainly might be carried to fuch a height, (and without. of
fending one efiablifhed cufiom) that not an acre of wafte land ihould be 

. found in the three kingdoms. 
SECT. 
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SEC T. V. 

Of the PreJent State of Agriculture in the Britijh Dominions. 

I Apprehend it will not be an ufele[s 1.abour. in this work, to Rate the 
prefent degree of our improvements III agrIculture; fOl~ by that mea~s 

its progrefs or decline may be eafily marke.d, aud. the ImIl:~ke of attn
buting capital improvements to a wrong perIod aVOlded; WhIC? has been 
common in preceding times, for want of better anna1s to dlfcover the 
real progrefs of rural inventions. Thofe of ~he prefent age are. but 
few in number; the endeavours of modern tllnes have been chiefly 
direCled to perfett what was well known to our ancefiors. But I {hall 
take a Dight view of each article of improvement which is praClifed. at 
prefent, remarking upon the degree of its extent, and the [ucce[s which 
has attended it. The mof!: important of all, and that upon which every 
thing depends, is the 

Knowledge of Soils. 

This is the foundation of all profitable huibandry, and can be gained 
only by experience; but that degree of it which even experience has 
hitherto conferred is but confined and uncertain, as appears by the 
failures of many farmers improvements in manuring, which prove fuf
ficiently that they knew not the real nature of the foil they cultivated·: 
But at the fame time it muf!: be allowed, that the writers who have 
treated particularly of the fubject, have been yet farther from difcover
ing an accurate knowledge of it; for an attentive perufal of aU the 
works which have been pnblifhed in the Engliih language on agriculture" 
will yield no fatisfaClory and difiintt ideas-The terms they ufe have no· 
precife definitions, and when they fpeak the dearefi on any particular 
foil, a precife knowledge of what that foil is, cannot be gained from 
them. For in fiance, their remarks on the crops and manures proper
for loam may be well imagined and expreffed, but what is the loam? 
general direClions for a generally fpecified foil may be well wrote, but it 
does not follow that fnch foil ihould be minutely defined; and without a 
mofi minute defcription of the variations found in particular kinds of 
foils, it is impoffible ever to underfiand their real nature. But this 
minute knowledge is 'pe~'feClly po{fe{fed by fome praClical huibandmen, 
,:(s appears by the vanatwns of their conduct with fuccefs, in refpect 

of 
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of crops and manures in the fame field, when to a common: obferver no 
differe~ce is difcerned in the foil. 

As well as this part of hufbandry may be underflood by fame of the 
prefent race of fanners, yet their knowledge :fhould certainly be poITeITed 
by fame of the gentlemen who favour the publick with their remarks; 
for the'Hnportance of it is exceedingly great, as will appear by a flight 
review of a few of the definitions already publifhed. 

Although the beft, warmeil:, and lighteft land yields moil: excellent 
corn, yet the other forts of land yield not fa good fruits, plants, grafs, 
hay, &c. *---A peck of clay may probably have double the quan
tity of faIts in it that a peck of loam has; and a peck of loam may 
have twice the quantity of faIts that a peck of fand has t.--Loam 
{eems to be but a fucculent kind of argilla, imparting a natural ligament 
to the earth where you mix it, efpecially the more friable, and is there
for,eDf all others the moil: excellent mean between extremes t.--
Loam acquires <:t degree of firmnefs greater than fand; it is not fa eafily 
broken in pieces; it does not fa eafily admit water, and it does not fo 
eafily part with it. It does not acquire fuch a degree of firmnefs as clay; 
it is more eafily bro~cen in pieces; it more eafily admits water; and it 
1110re eafily parts with it §.-' ----We may lay it down as a rule, that 
the difference (in the growth of plants) in general arifes from the various 
fizes of the pores in the refpective foils; and that the' heavieil: is the 
richeft, provided it could be worked as well as fpongy and light foils, and 
its pores be at no further difiance than the pores of the heft garden 
mould 1.I.---C1ay in general, of whatever kind it be, is, of all 
earths, the very worfi: for vegetation ~.---The gre.at divifion or the 
fpecific difference of earths may be reduced to thefe fix, viz. rich black 
foil, .commonly called loam or hqJley foil, clay, :landy, 1l10ify, chalk, and 
till. The Tich black foil fmells' agreeably-crumhles-admits water 
eafily, and fwells like a fpunge-blackeft are the richeft *"~.-The red 
,or yellow clay is commonly called the beft wheat land, and for clover tt .. 

'* Worlige Syflemce Agricu!turce, 1". 32-. 
t Miller, Gard. Dill. Art. Earth. 
i Lille's Hujbandry: Vol. i. PA 25. 
,§ Dickfon's Treatife if Agriculture, p. 460• 
\I Randal's Soni-Virgilian Hujbandry, p.16. 
-~ Mills's S;jlcm oj Hujbandry, Vol. i. p. 19' 
1#* Homes's Principles of Agric. and Veget. p. 9, 10, II, 12, 13. 
:H Ellis's Hertfmijhire Hli/bandman, p. 104. 

Q.2 
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--PlIy land is a poor, dry, up-land gravel ~\',.-The fGil a good 
hazel mould, pretty rich, though light and dry t.--Red L.azely brick 
earth that they have in many places in Errex, which i: n:cn; properly, 
I think, a kind of loam, being like red clay, but no bmdmg, and hath 
no fiones t.--C1ay is a curft ftep-dame to almoH all vegetation §.---" 
Sand itfelf affords no nouri:fhment ~. 

I might fill a volume with {hokes of this nature, and with very little 
trouble contrail: defcription againfi: defcription, full of contradictory 
accounts. I am fenfible that in the foregoing quotations I have not 
given the a~thor's defcriptions in full, but I l:ave ne~erthelefs. extraCted 
fairly, and If they are turned to, no clearer Ideas wIll be gamed than 
from thefe iliort paffages.-Now if any fuch defcriptions were read to a 
praCtical hu:lbandman who really did underftand foils, they would confer 
no ideas: he would read twenty volumes of fnch defcriptions, and then 
have a million of queftions to ail<: before he could tell you what any 
one of the mentioned foils was. We may however lay it down as one 
maxim among an hundred others, that no foil can be peJ;"fectly under
frood without knowing its fpontaneous productions, and what crops {uit 
it heft. If it was never ploughed, or at leaft within knowledge, this 
latter mark is of courfe not to be gained.; but there are many others 
which experienced men are guided by. 

It mufi how.ever be confeffed, that a vafi number of our farmers are 
very deficient in the ufe of this knowledge, when they run into the 
cufioms of their neighbours ,without an eye to the variations of their foil. 
-:-Too n:anyof them act thus ~lindly, :vho in the manuring and crop
pmg theIr lands, follow not theIr own Judgments, but the pracrice of 
others. When this is the cafe, nothing but revere experience can induce 
them to change their conduct. Such men, when they move from one 
~arn~ t? an?t~er, do n~~ fuffer their .judgrr:ents to. co~e i.n pl~y enough 
m dIftmgm:fhmg the dmerence of fOIl: Blmd prejUdICe m thIs manner 
leads by far the greateft number of our huibandmen, even in this en
lightened age. But this, as I before obferved, admits of fome ex
ceptions. 

'.1\ Prallical Objervafions addreJfed to Dr. Templeman, p. 17. 
t Experiments in Yorkjbire, lViilis, Vol. v. p. 3! O. 

:j: Mortimer, Vol. i. p. 70. 

§ Evelyn's 'Ten-a, p. 22. , 

~ Du Hamel's HuJb. by Mills, 4to, p. 14. See alfo multitudes in the Tours through 
England. 

Breaking 
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Breaking' up uncultivated Lands. 

There are no tracls of land that are fuffeted to lie wafie in warrens or 
iheep walks, unlefs rocky and mountainous, that would not bear crops 
oF' corn if properly manured and cultivated. Great improvements of 
this fort have been made in England within thefe fifty years; vafl: tracts 
or land which had for ages been applied only to the feeding of iheep, 
have been ploughed up, and made to yield noble crops of barley, rye, 
turneps, clover, and rye-grafs-making the fortunes of a great number 
of farmers, employing a new race of labourers, and~ in many inftances, 
cncreojing the number of {heep. This latter circumftance will not be 
thought furprifing, if the difference between the cultivated clover and rye 
grafs, and the natural turf be confidered. 

In the whole circle of political o:conomy there is not a more import
ant objeCt than this. Wafie land is a fianding nuifance to the flate; the 
cultivating of which adds to the quantity of food, encreafes the number 
of people, by finding regular employment for them, converts idlenefs 
into indufl:ry, and rolls a tide of wealth to the national fl:ock.-Very 
large tracts of warrens and fileep walks have already in many counties 

. been bnJ;:en up and turned to this highly national ufe, as is v~ry appa-
rent in travelling through all the light parts of England. Much it is 
true remains to be done, and as private vigour is not fufficient for the 
work, public encouragement ihould be added for the completing fuch 
noble ,works. 

The tracts hitherto broken up, have. confified chiefly of fuch lands as 
were eafily ploughed, the furface unincumbered with whins, gofsbroom~ 
white thorns, or other {hong beggary; and which, from this circum
fiance, appear to have been ploughed in former times.· Such traCls have 
been carefully [elected by our modern improvers, on account of the ex-

• pence of clearing the others, which they have almofl: univerfally left 
for their old ufe of feeding fueep; and as every farm of this fort, it is 
fuppofed, IDnn have fome walk, they pitched upon thofe fl:ubborn ones 
for it. This obfervation I hz.ve made in many of the lighter counties" 
and is very evident even in Norfolk itfelf. 

N ow there can be no doubt but fuch rough tracts are the richeft; which is 
fuHy proved by their fpontaneous productions for thorns, whim, &1:. &c~ 

.' and in proportion to their fize difcover the fertility of the foil-a very 
poor one, fuch as many that are ploughed up on account of the evennefs of 

their 
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their furface, and which require vail improvement, could not throw 
out fueh fhong vegetables. But the expcnee of clearing deters the 
farmers from attempting their cultu-:e: if they could afford the firf!: ex: 
pence, there is great reafon to think the fuperior fertility of the fOlI 
would amply repay them; and when their labourers were got into a 
regular and handy method of clearing with well contrived grubbing in
firuments, they would be able to fix a price per acre for the work; and 
from that time the improvement of fuch lands would be carried on with 
vigour, nothing deterring fanners from any attempt fo much as uncertain 
expences. Thefe obfervations are equally applicable to the method of 
paring and burning, or the more common one of ploughing in the turf. 
From the vail number of roots which are found, the former might pro
bably anfwer beil, unlefs firing was fo [carce that they would be necef
fary for the fanner's kitchen: Some grounds I have feen fo covered with 
rubbifh, that the value of it for firing was infinitely more than the 
whole expence of clearing; and this is more particularly the cafe with 
thofe which abound with old ragged thorn fflrubs. 

In Norfolk the improvement of breaking up uncultivated lands has 
been carried to a greater extent than in any other county of England. 
Perhaps the greater half of it has within thefe forty years been ibeep 
walks, but now covered with exceeding fine crops of corn, &c. and 
yielding ten times the rent it did before. It is true this county is pecu-
liarly fortunate in its veins of marle and clay; the fpreading of which 
on the old {heep walks, have been the principal means of the prodigious 
improvement that county has experienced. The method generally pur
fued has been to marIe the turf with from SO to 80 loads per acre, and 
plough it in fometimes for winter corn, but generally for turnips; after 
the turnips barley; and with the barley, rye-grafs and clover, which they 
leave on the ground three years, and then dung it, or fold it and {ow win
ter corn. It is to be obferved that the account given in the work entituled 
Les Elemens du Commerce, and quoted by M. de Boulainvilliers in his Let 
Interets de la France mal entendus, contains many mifl:akes; for infl:ance, "A 
une n~colte de frament, [uccede une recol te de jachere: enfuite, deux, trois, ou 
quatre m/oifIons, au plus d'orge? d'avoine, de pois; apres lefquelles revient 
nne ann::e de repos. Par ~on[equent, fur trois, quatre ou cinq annees; il y 
en a t.ou~o~~r~, une d,e per~ue, pen.dant laquelle la terre refte en friche & 
fe malgnt -"'. Thls pailage fo dlfgraceful to the huiliandry of Norfolk 
is all falfe; fQ far are the beft fanners of that county from tak~ng three 
or four crops of corn running from their lands, that they take no more 

,. Les Inti::,&ts de la France, tom. i. p. 144, 

than 
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than one, regularly intermixing turnips and clover; nor is [ueh a thing 
as a fal 1r w known; in general, turnips fupply its place. A little fur
ther it is [:lid, " ~elques uns fement un peu de trefle, ou de luzerne;. 
mais avec peu de profit, etant obliges de ,donner du fourage a leurs 
befiiaux pendant l'hyver." There are t"yO capital r.nifiakes in this paf
[age; there is not a fprig of lucerne fawn in the whole county by 
common farmers; and th~ir clover is fa far from being attended with 
little profit, that it is extremely profitable mixed with Iye-grafs, and 
nearly fupports their numerous flocks of :Cheep with which they fold 
their corn lands. In another place he fays, " La luzerne, la treBe, Ie iain
fain ont double Ia quantite de nous fourages." A fl:range affertion7 

when clover mixed <with rye grajs is the only grafs fawn. And further 
on, " La luzerne eft fans contredit la plus avantageufe de ces prairies 
artificielles." Not an acre fawn in the county. It is very plain from 
thefe' quotations, that there is much hearfay and many falfehoods; there 
are however fame truths in it. 

This improvement of breaking up ilieep-walks in Norfolk has cer-· 
tainly been carried to a vafi height, and the fpirit of it exerted in a very 
noble manner: near half the county, as I obferved before, is an im~ 
proved ilieep-walk, regularly inclofed with ditches and quick hedges" 
and ornamented with a vaft number of plantations. Thofe very traas 
of country which formerly yielded Rothing but £heep and rabbit food, 
are now covered with as gallant crops of corn as any in England; and 
in years which are not remarkably dry, with finer crops than the richeR: 
and firongeft counties yield. I know not a more pleafing idea than 
what mull occur on travelling through the wefiern parts of that county-" 
to think what an alteration tillage has produced; to think of the· vaft 
number of people maintained, where formerly fcarce al1Y were to be 
found; and of the flow of wealth this cultivation has poured into the 
kingdom from a [oil, which, in being walle, was once a nuifance. 

But at the fame time that the publick has been fo nobly benefitetf,. 
private advantage has been immenfe:. Many Ia~dlords, in the courfe or 
twenty or thirty years, advanced theIr rents thuty, forty, and fifty per 
cent .• Some vafily more; the infiance of Mr. Morley of Bariliam i3 
well known, and I believe jufl:ly flated by the author above quoted; from 
180 to 800 l. another from 18 to 2£101: Nor do I believe that any county 
in England can produce fa many infia?ces of a great advance of r~nts 
from this great improvement of ploughmg up fheep-walks, and marlmg,. 
of which more hereafter •. 

The 
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The tenants likewife have reaped prodigious profit on thefe admirable 
improvements) and made larger fortunes by their agriculture, than any 
countl')T· I Zlppl"c:hend in the world can produce, the \Vefi-Indies 2-lene 
excepted. ~J "yenty and thirty thoufand pounds are not at all uncommon; 
fome few have made forty and fifty thoufand, vvhich in many ot::~r 
counties would appear incredible, but in this excites no ftlrprize. it is 
not uncommon for a farmer to :0;;11 from a thoufand to fifteen hundred 
pounds worth of barley in one year, the product of one crop. Twelve 
hundred pounds worth of wheat has been fold, and was only the far
mers fecond crop, barley the principal. Thefe inHances· will call 
to mind a multitude of others, and efpecially the names quoted 
by the Author of the Tours, viz. Mr. Curtis of Sommerfield, Mr. 
Mallet of Dunton, Mr. Glover of Creek, Mr. Car of Maffingham, 
l\1effrs. Savaries of Cidderflone, Mr. Barton of Rougham, IVIr. Ro
gerfon of Narford, and many others: Their names ought to be 
more celebrated in the annals of mankind as good hu:fbancimen, than 
thofe of Alexander, Ca::[u', or Frederick, as great generals. The one 
feed the fpecies, the other deftroy it. The farmers fcatter plenty over 
a whole country, an~l render thofe traCts populous which were once 
a defert. The heroes enter a territory fmiling with peace and plenty, 
and leave it bleeding from innumerable wounds. vVhat is the boan of 
fuch a farmer? He has fertilized once barren lands, made waftes and 
wilds yield food for his fellow-creatures, enriched his country as well as 
himfelf, and inhabited thofe traCls with men, which were once the 
refidence of beq/ls. V/hat fays' the mighty Ca;far? Veni, vidi, <vici; 
I have flaughtered many millions; I have defolated once fertile coun
tries, and inhabited thofe trac.Ts with beajls; which were. once the 
refidence of me1l.--The trump of fame fills the whole world with 
Ca;far's mighty name! Seek in another age the remnant of the farmer's 
fame, fe~ traces will be found: What a ihiking di.fference of merit in 
the world s eye, between cutting the throats of mankind, and feeding 
them! 

There are yet vafl: traC1:s of uncultivated lands m other countries of 
England, which go by the names of warrens, :fheep-walks, downs, 
commons, . ,\;volds, 8cc. &~. that have rich veins of marle, clay, and 
chalk under them, and r.~l11gh~ b~ broken up to as great profit as thofe in 
Norfolk have ~ee~: It IS plam, .c,?mmon caufes do not oper2.te firongly 
en~ugh for t~elr Improver,"'=nt; II t]:ey did, [ucn trJ.f~s w·ould not re
mall1 walle, for fo ought ~Jl lands to be reckoned that feed rabbits or 
f11eep ~lone: Pu~1ick en~?llr~~3,-,en;.cnt fhould therefore be given to the 
convertl('S" them ll~t:J m-aGle r:lrms; fuch encouragement would not be 

very 
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veryexpenfive, and the whole of it being expended at home would C':'i.

creafe the moO: valuable of all circulation, that which enlivens indllfiry. 
Let anyone travel from London to Exeter, Briftol, LancaHer) or Berwick, 
and take notice of the great quantities of land yet uncultivated; the 
proportion in Scotland and Ireland is greater ftill: A fiatefman that ihould 
turn thefe wafte tracts into arable farms, would deferve more from his 
country, than if he was'to conquer foreign provinces of a thoufand times 
their extent. 

Incliftng of open Lands. 

There are many tracts of country in England well cultivated but not 
inclofed, whereas all that are inclofed admit of a much higher improve
ment than thofe which remain open. The beft Norfolk farms were in
elofed at the beginning of their improvements, and this ought to be 
the firft; for no ploughing, manuring, nor any excellent general ma
nagement can be made the moft of without this being firO: executed, 
unlefs the farmer is at an immenfe expence in hurdles every year. In 
the counties where inclofures are moft common, and where wafte lands 
have been fo taken in, agriculture muft in the nature of things be in a 
much higher flate of improvement than in others whieh have not purfued 
the fame courfe. 

The advance of rents has been prodigious in feveral counties, in con
fequence of inclofing; for the difference of cultivating a farm inclofed 
and open is found by all farmers to be fo great, that it will eafiiy enable 
them with profit to give vaftly more for the former than for the latter. 
Unlefs a field is inclofed, it is extremely difficult to reap the utmoft ad
vantage of turnips and artificial graffes, without which no lailing 
i,mprovement could be carried on. 

There are many tracts of land ~n different parts of· thefe Wands fo ex
ceeding dry and fandy, that they are fuppofed to admit of no improve
ment, and therefore lie wafte; but it is extremely plain to me at leaft, 
that inclofing them is the proper improvement, and would be a real one; 
and for this reafon: The great fault of thefe lands is their extreme dry
nefs, they are fufficiently fo to make mortar with; now there is nothing 
which will correct this quality fo much as cutting them into fmall inclo
[ures, and planting the rows with fuch ihrubs and trees as beft fuit the foil; 
and there are many that do; and every here and there planting whole 
fields, the profit of thefe plantations would be, confiderable.; but that is 
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not the motive I mean, they would attract and retain a great moifiure from 
the air and fear-nate it like all woody countries, which are univerfally damp 
and m~ifl:: thL~s the foil which in common is blown over by a drying wind 
for miles yvithout interruption, and neceffarily dries up in a minute the 
wetne[s of rains, would always have a moifl:: atn~oiphere hanging over it. 
I have often remarked that even a fmall plantation on thefe driving fand. 
has regularly been an improvement to the foil around it. For the very 
fame rcafon that roads are laid open and expofed to the fun and wind,. 
thefe traCts of country :/.hould be :/.hut up and made as clofe as poffibler 

Whatever landlords are poffdfed of fuch foils, would find an' 
amazing profit, in time, from inclofing them and planting forne por-
tions. This profit cannot be expeCted immediately, for the improve-
ment would not operate until the hedges and plantations were grown 
enough to intercept the wind; this however would not be many years; 
and the foil would then be found, witho\.lt the leaft further expence,. 
totally changed, and fufficiently good to yield thofe crops which are the 
moil fuitable to the light ones. But if either landlord or _ tenant was 
then to befl:ow a marling or daying on it, the return would be great;. 
whereas before fuch indofing and planting the whole expence would. 
be thrown away. . 

Compare the foil of many parks with the country around them; and
thofe parts which are known to have received no fort of manure will 
be found much fuperior to the waf!:e lands adjoining~ This fact is 
.always attributed on fuppofition to the owner's improvements by ma
nuring for the fake of beauty, but this frequently is by no means the 
·cafe, he raifes plantations for their beauty; and pollibly furrounds his
park with them, and this it is which works the improvement; and I 
am perfuaded will univerfally be attended with fuch an effetl on all the 
neighbouring fands. 

I think the mof!: driving, barren, and defolate tracts of {and I ever 
met with, are crorred by the roads leading between Barton Mills and Bran
cion,. and ~ury and Brandon i.n Suff~lk; but thefe are terribly loofe and 
dry 111 theIr prefent frate, and m a wmdy day fill the air with clouds of 
them. I inHance thefe particularly, becaufe I am fully perfuaded that 
incloflng them and planting a certain quantity, would fo far change the 
nature of the worft of t~em, as to make them fertile enough to yield 
good crops of corn, turmps, and graffes. Everyone who is acquainted 

with 
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with thofe traCl:s of country, will be fenfible what a prodigious improve
ment this would be. 

The method mo:f1: commonly adopted at prefent in inclofing, is that 
of a fingle ditch with a row of white thorn in the middle of the bank, 
and a dead hedge on the top of it. Nothing makes [0 good a fence at 
fo [mall an expence as this, but the white thorns are often planted on 
dry [andy foils which by no means fuit it; other :f1:rong vegetables 
thriving much fa:f1:er, particularly whins, which well managed will 
grow to an impenetrable fence much [ooner than the white thorn 011 

filch foils. 

The new method ufed iIi Northamptonfhire is very expenfive" but 
!.dmirably effeCl:ive. 1t is digging a double ditch, making a [emi-circular 
parapet of the earth thrown out, and planting it with four, five, fix, and 
fometimes more rows of white thorn, by which means no dead hedge is' 
ever nece{fary, provided the ditches be made of a proper depth; the 
cutting of thefe hedges yield an immenfe quantity of buihes, which are 
very valuable for numerous ufes, and the fence is always impenetrable 
to man or beaft. 

I have feen manyinclofuresin Canihridgefuire and Huntingtonfuire, a.nd 
el[ewhere, confifting of nothing but dead hedges, with greatnuinbers of 
live bullies and underwood growing in a flovenly manner on each fide, 
but no ditch; the hedge is made by interlacing the bullies and under
wood between flakes, by which means much ground is fuffered to be 
overrun with rubbifh, meerly for keeping in repair a fence which is for 
ever coming in pieces': It is faid the tenants want the fucceffion of dead' 
hedges' for firing, but never was' there a' worfe method of their fupply:
ing themfelves"; if pollard trees areIo fcarce as not to yield a fufficiency 
of croppings for that purpo[e, certain fields ihould be 'planted entirely 
with underwood, to be thrown into regular cuttings for the farmer's fire, 
inftead of letting it depend on the deftruClion of his fences •. 

As to the prefent cufl:om of diyers proprietors agreeing to indofe com
llI10ns or common fields, and the' certainty they are under of obtaining 
aCts of parliament for the purpofe when a general confent is properly 
notifieq, it is amazing that anyone ihould be fo prejudiced or fo blind 
as to deny the greatnefs of the benefits which refult from them. It is a 
common plea that the poor cottagers fuffer, but the faCt is the direCt 
contrary, for they meet with a prodigious additional employment, in 
return for a mer--e nominal advaritage. The farmers turn fuch'~ number 
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of cattle, efpecially {heep, into all commons, that the poor man's cow is' 
abfolutely fiarved, infomuch that a lefs addition of work than :w~at t~e 
inclofing occafions would make ample am;nds for the lofs o,f thIS ImagI
nary benefit; and all this on a fuppofitlOn that the pubhck g?od had 
nothiJlg to do with it, which is fo far from being the cafe, that It would 
be abfolutely impoffible to have a flourilhing agriculture with great num
bers of thefe commons: Nor {bouldvife forget that a dependence upon 
a right of commonage is apt to make a poor famiiy more idle than they 
would otherwife be, which is a publick 10fs. 

The objections are equally {hong to common arable fields, the rife of 
rent upon inclofing fuch proves this fufficiently: What a detefrable 
cramp is it on an induftrious cultivator, to be neceffitated to plough and 
fow like his neighbours, and have all the cattle of the county come over 
his lands at certain times! Every. friend of huibandry improvements 
confiders the willingnefs of the legiflature to allow of inclofing as one 
of the greateR: encouragements to agriculture this kingdom meets with. 

I cannot difmifs this iketch without remarking that a firiB: attention. 
to inclofing ought not only to influence thofe who poffefs open fields, 
but likewife thofe whofe lands are already inclofed-to keep them fo, 
and by an attentive management prevent all gaps and weak places,. 
which are eafily forced by cattle ftraggling in the road, or by their own,. 
while confined to certain fields; and I the rather bint this, as a very 
fenfible and accurate obferver has remarked great negTeB: of this fort. 
Speaking of the excellent German horn-beam hedges, he fays, " It is. 
not uncommon to fee the fides of high roads. thus guarded for ten miles 
together ~ A11d it were to be wiilied that all lov~rs of huibandry in Eng:-. 
land ,:o,uld follow the fame example. Even upon our great turnpike 
l'oads It IS a melancholy, and to fay the truth, a flovenly figh.t in a land. 
famous for agriculture, to find fometimes no mounds or fences at aU 
(though th~ adjoining fields are rich arable and pafl:ure lands) or at beft 
to meet wIth gaps and fhards every hundred yards, large enough not 
only for a, {beep. but even for an elephant to- enter ~ Of this foreigners fee 
very, glarmg mfiance,s, not tw~nty miles from our metropolis *-.')le 
Nothmg can be more Jufl: than thIs reproof; and. I have taken notice of" 
i,t in feveral p~rts of the kingdom: The_greatefl: part of Effex and Suf-
tQ}k however IS ",vel! fenced) and efpecially againft the roads; poffibly 

~ E!Iay.s on Hufbandry, p. U4'l-
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owing to an article which is in moa leafes there; that the tenant {hall 
regularly do a certain quantity of ditching in a fpecified manner every 
year. 

Marling. 

MarIe ought to be confidered as,the prince of all manures, and if the 
time it lafis is taken into the account, it is likewife the cheapefi. The 
Norfolk improvements by this marle are the greateil of modern ti'mes; 
thofe vail tracts of uncultivated lands which have been there broke 
and mentioned above, are chiefly improved by marIe; and fa exceeding
ly fertilized, that thofe which have now been done thefe fifty years are yet 
good lands, bear fine crops of corn, and will be the better for ever with 
good ma,nagement. The common quantity of marIe laid on an acre in 
that county is from 60 to 100 load of about 35 or 40 bufhels each; and 
the common expence of digging, filling, fpreading, and ufe of horfes" 
is reckoned to be from fifty fhillings to three pounds per acre. The, 
marIe is of a foft, fat, unctuous natl;lre, and not only enriches the foil 
but keeps it very clean from weeds; the harder it is, (to the hardeft of 

. all, which they call cork) the worfe. 

The revival of this great improvement in that county was begun (as 
the above quoted French author has remarked) by Mr. Allen of Lyng 
Houie about 70 years lince, and carried on for fame time by him with, 
great fuccefs, before his method was adopted by his neighbours; till 
Lord Townfhend gave his attention to the practice, and encouraged it 
amongft his tenants, which forwarded it greatly in general. ; and the 
beneficial confequences which refulted from it becoming every day more 
evident, this excellent improvement fpread over all the wefiern part of 
the county to. the extraordinary emolument of the farmers who prac
tifed it. 

I have called this the revival of the improvement; becaufe there is. 
great reafon to believe that mading was a very ancient cuftom, though . 
difcontinued III JiIlany counties f017 a great number of years; Nothing 
can be a fironger proof of this thana pafTage in Fitzherbert's treatife 
entitled Surveying, fiff!: printed in the year 1539. Speaking of the im- , 
provement of bufhy and mo{fy ground, he fays, " And if there be any 
made pyttes that have been made if old time within the faid clofe, than 
whan the landes begyn to weare, if he have nat fufficient of [uch buihy 
.and moll'y grounde to breake up- and £Owe,. than there woulde be newe. 
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marIe pyttes made, and the landes new marl~d, ~he which is moche 
better than outher donge, muck, or lyme, for ·It wIll laft twenty yeres 
together, if it be welle done,. and fhall be the better while it· is land. 
And I mervayle greatly, that In the commen feldes, where rf old (J'mr: 
bath been made many g'reat marie pittes, the which hath done moche good 
to the landes, that llowe a dayes no man doth occupye them ne make none 
other, and they nede not to doute, but there is marIe nowe as welle as 
was than *." It appears very plainly from hence, that the praCtice of 
marling is extremely ancient, and this attentive ob[erver intimates the 
gl'eat number of marie pitts which had been made, [0 that there is rea
Ion to fuppofe this excellent manure was more commonly u[ed heretofore 
than at prefent; and that a very fenfible author of the prefent age had 
a good foundation for afferting that" MarIe (the moft lafiing and cheap 
of all manures, which may be found in numberlefs pariihes throughout 

_this kingdom) is known and ured much lefs at prefent than in the two 
preceding centuries t." 

TheJe is a common miftake, or rather prejudice, among many hu[
bandmen on the better kinds of land, that marle, even when they ha\te 
veins of it under their farms, do not work improvement on them; nor 
anfwer the digging and fpreading; and this notion refults from their 
knowing it to be commonly ufed on fandy foils, from whence they con
clude that it is improper for their fields: But no manure is better for the 
ticheft foils, or for thofe @f common goodne[s, from eight to fifteen fhil
lings of rent: Such lands are fa ufed to dunging, that it does not work 
the effect of a new manure, and marie not only enriches fuch, but has a 
-v.ery fine effect in cleaning them from weeds, and fweetening them. 

No one can affert that marie improves fuch lands as much a~ thofe 
light ones it is commonly ufed for; the latter have been raifed by it 
from IS. 6d. 2S. and 2S. 6d. per acre, to lOS. IQS. and even-tQISs. 
and 16 .r. which is a rife that the other cannot poffibly experience. '~And 
it is cettainly moft owing to this noble manure, that fuch prodigious 
improveme~ts have been made in Norfolk: without it neither indofing 
nor ploughl~1g up old land would have produced fuch crops of corn as 
that county IS famous for; but the amelioration worked by marie has 
>covered thofe lands with gallant crops of corn, which without it would 
~ever hav.e produced any. Several of the north-weft counties of Eng-

'" See Certain Ancient Tralls c~ni:erning the Management of Landed Property.- Surveying, 
'.P.82. 

t E.!foysonHujbandry, p. 192. 
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land have been likewife wonderfully improved by marIe~ and efpecially 
Chdhire~ 

The improvement by means of this manure w~lich is ye~ wanting, is 
the fertilizing in general all the waite lands in the three kingdoms; and 
this is yet a vaft field of amelioration for the minds of millions to range in. 
The improvement by marIe is not general in England, even wherethere 
is plenty of that which is exceeding good, vaft traas of land remaining 
yet unploughed in which this manure abounds; and in -Scotland and Ire
land is found the greatefi plenty of it, but ~he ufe made of it extends 
only to a very few fpots. It greatly behoves-landlords who are the 
owners of wafte foils that can be fo improved, to be themfelves' at the 
expence' of indofing and marling them, and then: let them to tenant& 
who underftand the cultivation, but have not a purfe for improving. 
Gentlemen whofe fortunes were large enough for fuch a. noble. work, 
would find it the beft way of difpofing of their money, and that which. 
returned by far the higheft interefi. But to fee a man of large fortune 
poffeffing traCls of uncultivated land covering pollibly whole veins of 
marIe, and none of it inclofed, manured, and formed into new farms, 
is one of the moft wretched fpectacles the world affords, and rendered 
peculiarly melancholy when we reflea that pollibly as much money is· 
flaked by him on a card, or ventured on a horfe-race, as would fertilize' 
and people every wafte acre on his- efiate. 

This bufinefs of improving wafte huids is of fuch infillit~ national· 
confequence as highly to de{erve more than common favour from the 
crown itfelf: Some {cherne of attention might poffibly be fallen upon: 
which would be attended with great effects. Kii1gs and princes cannot 
be too fenfible of the great importance of encouraging agricul ture among" 
their fubjects; few of them know, or can conceive the extent of the con
fequences of {uch"a condua; a Confiantine IV. or an Henry the Great, 
are as feldom to be met with in that fphere., as a Duke of Sully in 
another. 

Suppofe in Britain an order of knighthood was inftituted with the' 
common diftinaions of a ribband, &c. to" he conferred on all who, 
formed a conzplete farm, inc1ofed, manured, and lett, of at leaH two 
hundred acres of land'which was walle before. fuch improvement. In this 
order there might be three or four different cla{fes, the loweft toconfift 
of thofe who cultivated, as above, 200 acres, and the others of thofe who, 
improved greater quantities, and all to rank accordingly. The fove
reign himfelf fhould wear the enfigns of th~ order, that it might be 
held, iI?- great refpeet, and it would be pIoper to give the knights ran~ 
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before baronets or thore of the Bath; no ancient prejudice would be 
-oppofed by this, {ince they are both honours of the ot~er day, and total~y 
uidefs, compared with fuch an one as I have me,ntlOned; and the ,on
ginalof the baronets fo mean as to caft a reflect.lOn on the ve~y tltle: 
Some fuch plan as this might be thought of, whIch, by attackmg .the 
vanity of mankind, might influence them greatly to fuch noble Im
provements. 

Betides fomething of this nature, it would be C?f in~nite ~on[equence 
for the fovereign to give attention to tbe praflzce ot - agnculture, by 
letting it be publickly known, that no perfon whatever i~lOuld cultiv:ate 
wafte lands, that is, 'form a complete farm on fuch, wIthout meetmg 
with fome mark of royal favour. Suppofe, for inftance, a monarch 
was publickly to give notice, that it was his will all perfons forming fuch 
new farms ihould tranfmit to him a plan of the lands before improve
ment, and another of them after it, with a iketch of the building, 
indoting, and manuring; that he might have a perfect knowledge of 
every one"s performances of this bei1efitial kind, and give them propor
tional marks of his favour. The execution of fuch a plan would work 
furprifingly in favour of agriculture, and vaft traCl:s of uncultivated 
lands be feen to take a new face. 

Chalking. 

Chalk is in general an inferior manure to marIe, but on many foils 
works great improvement. I believe there is no part of the kingdom in 
which it is ufed with greater fuccefs than in E£fex; it is brought by ihip
ping from Kent, and is of a fat foapy kind, nearly a-kin to the beft 
marIe; the expence of manuring an acre of land with it is very high, 
feldom being done effectually under five pounds. This chalk is of much 
the fame nature as that which the farmers ufe in the Hle of Wight; and 
-is better than that of Dorfetihire, Hampfhire, Shropihire, or Wiltihire. 
Chalk is commonly ufed on much better lands than thofe which have 
been fo vafily improved by marie, and confequently fuch ftriking effects 
are feldom met with from it-but it is neverthelefs highly valuable. 
The mof!: perfect way of ufing it I ever remarked, is in Effex, and like
wife in the neighbourhood of Ipfwich in Suffolk; the mixing it with 
their dung, forming layers of each, and turning it over once or twice; 
but a yet better method I obferved once, which was to fpread the chalk 
in the foddering yard I S inches or two feet deep, before winter, and 
fo?der all the cattle of the farm all winter upon it; in the fpring it was 
mlxe~ up together,. rea,dy to carryon to the land defigned for turnips. 
By thIS means no unne IS .loft, which is the richeft of all manures. 

Pliny's 
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Pliny's fpeaking of the huibandry of chalk among the Britons, is a 
very fb-iking proof that many praCtices by fome thought modern inven
tions, are in reality extremely ancient, and we may venture to conclude 
that the agriculture of our Britiili ancefiors was far from being mean, 
if they had made fuch an advance as that of chalking their foiL 

Liming. 

This manure is more generally ufed in Ireland than in either England 
or Scotland: The Iriili are ftrongly prejudiced in its favour for all furts 
of foils, even limefione land; though fome late experiments have been 
made which prove it to be very badly adapted to the latter. It is how
ever commonly ufed with great fuccefs; and in feveral counties of Eng
land the fame praCtice at prefent co.ntinues, and in fome at a very great 
expence. Great parts of Hampiliire, Wiltiliire, Somerf~ihire, Leicefier
illire, Dorfetfhire, and Shropiliire, are iJnproved by lime. And within 
thirty years the practice has been much more common than heretofore, 
in feveral parts of Scotland, which kingdom abounds greatly with lime .. 
fi:one. As good a manure as lime is, it is by no means a lafting one, 
but foon wears out: That w hieh is burnt from fl:one is much better than 
that from common chalk. 

Burning. 

Faring off the furface of the foil and burning it, is a method more 
common in Cornwal and Devoniliire than in any other part of England . 

. In the fenny parts of Cambridgeiliire and Lincolnfhire it is common to 
burn the fiubble, ruihes, reeds, and other rubbi:(h, but the burning the 
turf is a very different operation. The reafon why this praCtice, even 
in thofe two counties, does not Bourifh at prefent as much as formerly, is 
owing in fome meafure to a perpetuity of former burnings; for after 
feveral, the foil will not be covered with, fo thick a turf, or filled with 
{uch thong roots as at firfl:; and another reafon is the abufe of the prac
tice by thofe farmers who are peculiarly wedded to the cufl:om, in burn
ing too often, which has occafion,ed ,their being refl:rained, from it by 
many landlords; but performed WIth Judgment and moderatIon, it is an 
excellent method' of manuring land, and the beft of all for breaking up 
uncultivated foils. It fhines with peculiar luPcre in the Marquis de Tour
billi's Memoires fur fa difrichemen.r, who proved its efficacy in a vaft 
number of extenfive experiments. In Cornwal 500 bufhels of allies are 
fometimes gained from a fingle acre; and the common expenee of 
·paring, burning, and fpreading the allies in very coarfe graify ground 

S choaked 
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choaked with weeds, comes to about I I. 7 s. per acre *. A very cheap 
price. This hufbandry is totally unknown in the eailern counties of 
England; in Norfolk a man who was to pare and burn an old {heep 
'7\r alk would be thought mad; and yet the foil is in many places the 
fame ; and likewife anfwers very exaaly to M.de Tourbilli's defcription 
of thofe parh of his eilates which he improved in fo wonderful a man
ner by it. 

Draining Fens, 6'c. 

The capital improvement in this article has been made in Cambridge ... 
ihire and Lincolnfhire; in which two counties near 500,000 acres have 

· been converted from a totally urelefs and pernicious foil, into a moil pro
fitable one. Indeed, this branch of hufbandry improvements has of late 
been profecuted with more fuccefs than any other. The vail importance 
of it muft be allowed by everyone, for the land recovered from the 

· pernicious waters is of a very thong and fertile nature, and when 
'fecurely bmked in, letts for a great rent. The idea of the .profitablenefs 
of the meafure is clearly formed by all the landlords who have property 

· in the fens, but in the method of doing it they have by no means 
· reached perfeaion; and it is a very difcouraging circumfiance ever to 
have {o vail a work as a confiderable fen bank broke by the floods, 
.whichyet fometimes happens, ,and has done of late extremely often. 

No bank is fecure that is not well planted with proper ihmbs; thofe 
·whoferoots are peculiarly matting, and which agree with the foil of 
which it is compafed. To plant any others would be an abfolutely ufe
lefs expenee. ~ad thofe v'ery banks which of lat~ years have given way, 
. been planted with fuch ilirubs, and at a proper time, fothat their roots 
might have penetrated deep, the misfortunes arifing from the floods 
.would have been avoided; the banks would never hav~ broke. A bank 
.iliould be thrown up one year, and perhaps two, befOre it is planted 
. that the fournefs of the foil may be correaed by the viciffitudes of th~ 
weather; fuch a fweetening is neceffary to infure a vigorous growth'; 

.and the. tops of all the plan.ts fhould. be kept low by pruning pretty often: 
they mlght be allm:ed to nfe to helg~~ enough for the cutting to be of 

,gre1t va11.1' were It not for the addItIOnal unhealthinefs of the coun
try,. which would infallibly enfue. For. the very contrary reafon that I 
.a~vIfed tJ:e enclofin$ d~y rands, :vet lands are to be left open; the att:ion 
ot ~he vnnd,s and fun IS too drYl,ng for the firft, but nothing can be too 
dryJng for Tne latter: A fen, be It of ever fuch extent, fhould be as open 
,.; i! n unbounded heath; .but the common .praCtice is the very contra~)'> 

'.I'< .Ej)iyS m HtI./bandry, p. 84. 

. '---e-ven 
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even the banks of all the ditcl1es are fiuck with rovvs of aquatics, [uch as 
alder, willow, and fallow trees, by which means the air is fiagnated as 
well as the water, and this planting renders the country as unwholefome 
as the waters. For this rea[on the plantations on the banks ihollld be 
kept trimmed down as low as was confifient with their praaic~, and 
~n, cavities which their growth might occafion in the banks, kept filled 
up with earth, and the whole confiantly fown with rye-gra{s, the mat
ting roots of which luxuriant weed would bind the furface in a wonder
ful manner~, 

Draining bogs- is-the great improvement in the'. prefent Iriih huf
bandry; and is of prodigious confequence'to that kingdom, which 
abounds fo much with them: Their bogs when· drained are extremely 
fertile; and as that Wandis fo impolitickl.ymanaged as to render hemp 
and flax. profitable crops compared with the more common ones, their 
drained bogs are well adapted to' produce thofe vegetables; hops would
likewife thrive greatly in them; nor is any crop more valuable on them 
than that of cabbages for fatting cattle, M. de Tourbil'li's growing thirty
feven pounds wo.rth on one acre of a drained bog. Nor is any foil more 
fertile in producing oats, and fometimes beans; but they mufi be very 
perfeCtly drained for grain. The crops of coleieed grown· in the Cam
bridgeihire fens, called the HIe of Ely, are prodigious. 

There is another fpecies of d~aining which is highly. detervirig ,a, 
mention, though not marked with fuch ihiking effeCts as that of bogs 
and fens; which is that ()f 'common wet land both pafiure and arable. 
The ufual hu:lbandry of fuch foils is to throw them up in ridges, and cut 
with a plough what is called water thoroughs; out the true m'ethod of 
draining them is not by means of open' drains, hut covered.ones, which 
is much praaifed in Effex and Suffolk. The method is, firft to difcover -

. the fall or {lope of the freId, if it has any, that the drains may be cut 
accordingly; if the furface is level; the depth then varies, that the water 
may every where run fpeedily off. They dig them from 22 to 32 inches, 
deep, 12, 14, or 16 wide at top, and 4 below; they firfi lay in {tone s . 
quite free from dirtor gravel to the depth of IO injches or, a foot, then 
fmall faggo't wood 4 or 5 more~ then alayer of thaw, and lafily fill it 
up with part 6f the mould dug out: this is the moft perfea way of 
making them. They frequently do them with wood and thaw without' 
the fiones, and in EiTex fometimes with ihaw alone, which it is bid 
willlaft many years; which, if true, muft be owing to the earth form
ing an arch when the ftraw is rotten and gone. The great enemy to all 
thefe drains is the mole; if he makes his way accidentally through them, 
it ,is twenty to one but he flops the current of the water, and this cir-

, S ~ cumfran(e " 
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cumfiance is a {hong rea[on for cutting as many outlet drains as pof
fible, that in cafe fome are fiopt, others may remain to carry off the 
water. The expence of making them is for the labour from 2 d. to 3 d. 
per rod, but the prices of the materials vary in different countries: In a 
fiony foil they coft but little, and in a wood land tract bullies are no very 
great expence: I believe upon an average the whole expence is about· 
6d. per rod. 

There is no improvement exceeds it; foils, which from their wetners 
clifappointed the hufbandmen's expectations, are converted at once into 
mellow, found, and beneficial lands. Without this operation no ma
nures yield any return when fpread upon fuch fields; the excefs of the 
water wafhes away the fait and nitrous particles; but after draining 
every fpoonful takes effect, and yields a return incredible to thofe who 
have not feen the experiment. I have many times viewed in different 
counties large tracts of land of very little value, which, when drained 
in this manner, would be worth three times the rent: But the misfor
tune in thefe cafes is, that farmers who have not been ufed to any prac
tice in hufbandry, will never be perfuaded into it: It requires at leaft a 
century to fpread a new, but really ufeful practice, through a fingle 
county. Folding !heep was known in England in Henry VIII.'s reign, 
and has not yet travelled quite through the kingdom. Hoeing of tur~ 
nips is ISO years old, and not yet praCtifed in more than one-third of 
the kingdom. . 

The Drill Hujbandryo 

The invention of the drill plough deferves, beyond a doubt, to be 
noted am~ngft the principal of. modern ones *. The original idea had 
preat ment, .although the u~e hlth~rt? made of it has been but trifling: 
The great mIsfortune attendmg thIS Implement is the complexity of all 

* After all P?ffible re(eare,hes, fays the Auth?r of the Elfays on Hujbandry, I find it dif-
ficult to determtne what natton claims the credit of inventincr the drill pIo h It' , 'h L d S d· , 'f! " b ug • IS cer-
tall1 t ,at or an wleh IS mmaken In faYlIlg that Lucatell invented it· h I h 
11 '1: S 'd hId . ' , e on y was t e 
Hl palliar t, at earne to mana;::,e It from an Au£hian engineer about th f6 
How long therefore the A ufhians were in poffeffion of this fee ret before the . e yeatr d

I
: o. 

h S 'd ' , 11. Y 1m pa rei t to 
t e panlar 5, IS a ClfeU!l111anee not eary to be aCcertained Thus much b d d d h H l"b .. . may e epen e 
upon, ,t ~1t art 1 mentions a dnll plough by name, nioeyears before the Spaniards boa!1ed 
of thelrSembrador: See Leo·{!cy, p. 10 16S1 Blythealfioknew·l't a d r r] h ' ," ,. ., n lays exprcls y t at 
It plougncd, fowed, and hal rowed, at one and the· [amp tl'me lmprov 'p d 6 I 
• c, -. t'r 1111 ro've , I 53' t 
I; equally harJ t.) afcertalil huw IOl1O" the Chinefe have been in poa; ffi f d 'II I . h 
but, in all probability, for many aO"~s. An exa.SJ:· model of one ( ehlOn tOh a [J, P oug" 

, . '" - were e contrivance IS 
no ways contemptible) W,IS k'lt..tO the keeper of the feals in France b L h d'I 'II ) . f· , b· !'. ' Y lat er ncarnVI e, 
an" a Plwt 0 It may t: em In the Culture des Terres, tom. ii, p. 190, 19 1• 

that 
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th~t have b-een made: The inventors aiming at rendering th:~ir ploughs 
univerfal for {owing 'any number of rows, and at any depths, and va
rious feeds at the fame time, has made them to confiH: of fo many'parts, 
(and thofe neceffarily very weak ones) that no care or attention is, fuf
ficient to preferve them from perpetual accidents; and this has been the 
cafe with all from Worlage's to Mr. Randal's. I am fircngly perfuaded 
that no drill plough will ever prove ufeful in common practIce, that fows 
above one kind of feed at the fame time, or that cuts drills at various 
diftances, or that fows at different depths. I know of none hitherto invented 
fufficiently fhong and firm in all its parts to prevent numerous repairs. 
But with the common farmers aJI implements iliould be fo firmly made, 
and the parts fo firongly fixed together, with no alterations neceffary for 
various works, as to bear fuch rough ufage, as ploughs, harrows, rollers, 
&c~ &c. and a drill to fow at the fame diftances, and depth, &c. might 
certainly be made in that firong manner. 

The principles upon which this hufbandry is founded are juft, and 
confonant to the ideas, of all good hufbandmen in all ages and countries;' 
for there is n? other ,1f.eElual method of deftroying weeds, nor can the 
old method be fo conducted as to preferve the foil equally open, loofet 
and pulverize~ .. 

That this method has not flouriilied and anfw~red upon experience in 
. the manner its advocates have expeCted, muft be attributed to the 
ploughs hitherto invented, being of fuch a gimcrack make, and fo im
perfect, that fair play could in no cafe be entirely given it. Whatever 
the h~fbandry be,. if the infrruments are not perfeB: the practice will be 
incomplete. It mufi however be allowed that much more care, atten
tion,and expenee, are necelTary in. the new than the old method. And 
this excefs may extend fo far, that the produce will not pay a return: 
In many infiances this certainly has heen the cafe, in others fuccefs has 
attended the experiments in it. 

As to the pr~/e1lt flate of the drill practice, I willi it was in my power 
to lay before the reader every ,trial iIi the kingdom; were it in my 
power, I fear the lift would make but a poor figure: However, the fol
lowing {ketch will give a night idea of thofe which I apprehend are 
are moft worthy of attention. 

Bir D. Legard's in Yprk!hire are very fatisfaB:ory. 
:.particulars will in a few words give the refult of them .. 

5 

The following 
The foil very 

light, 
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liv/Jt, 'vet)! dl)', but a good hazel mould, and pretty rich. The refult 
of an experiment on barley, as a comparifon between the two methods,. 
was, in refpeCl of produce, 

Neat prodL1a of one acre in the old method -
Ditto [own in equally diHant rows with the drill plough 
Ditto ditto horfe-hoed 

Q. B. P. 
5 42 
6 0 2 

3 0 21 
"i" 

This, lIS to produce, is determinate upon the above defcribedfoi}; but 
as a full rcgifter of all the expenees of each method is. not inferted, it 
proves not whieh is the moO: beneficial method. Another fet of experi
men ts is the regifl:er of the cuI ture of feven acres, the refu~t of W;hi~h 
was as follows: 

2 acres of oats drilled, which yielded per acre 
5 ditto barley ditto 
4 ditto wheat ditto 
3 ditto barley ditto 
4 ditto wheat ditto -

. 3 di tto barley di tto 
4 ditto turnips, value' 6/. 
3 ditto barley ditto 
7 ditto ditto ditto 
7 ditto wheat ditto 

-

. -

To thefe we ihould add three other experiments; 

~1~ ditto barley ditto 
4 ditto wheat ditto 
I~ barley ditto 

-
The mean quantities per acre of all thefe crops are, 

--Of oats 
Of barley 
Of wheat 

Q. B. P. > 

4 3 0 
2 0 i' 

1:;-
I I I 

3 3 .2 
I 2 3 

,4 0 0 

2 3 I 

3 I 0 

I 3 -2 

4 2. () 

013. 

273 

4 3 0 
3 I I 

101 

It is to be remarked that wheat is a crop which thrives as well drilled 
;md horfe-hoed as either barley or oats; we muft not therefore attribute 
the poornefs of the crop to the method of culture, but to the foil the 
~'eal nature of which it is difficult to gain a knowledge of, for it is ~alled 
~n general a good hazel mould, yet it is afterwards called fo poor 

as 
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as ·never to have let for more than one £hilling per acre. . From whence 
I conclude the foil of thefe experiments varies, which DlOvVS the necef
fity of. minuting the nature of the foil of each experiment. . The pro
duce of wheat is very trifling, but that of the barley and O.'1ts very 
confiderable; it is doubtful whether the old huibandry would yield 
equally valuable ones on fuch a foil, but then as n<? real com parifon was 
·experimentally made, we Imow not this matter, and had the comparifon 
been made without the refpeEtive expenees, we ihould neverthelefs have 
remained in the dark. . 

The fame gentleman in his experiments on drilled turnips found the 
produce as follows, 

I I tons per acre 
2-7 ditto ditto 

~And he values them as I I. 10 s. the I I tons. The medium is 19 
tons; but unfortunately he does not mention whether he weighed the 
apple alone, or both apple and leaves: But I know by experience that 
in fome parts of the kingdom the price of 1 I. lOS. for I I tons would 
be- very high, a common acre frequently producing 20 and 25 tons only 
of apples, and the mean price per acre is reckoned between 34: s. and 
40",: pet acre. 

An acre of potatoes horfe-hoed 38 quarters, which is very confide
ra~le; the beft of all this cultivator's horfe-hoed crops *. 

The next experiments in the drill hu:lbandry which occur to me are 
.Mr. Wynn Baker's; they were performed in Ireland, but it is nece{fary 
for the fake of perfpicuity to mention them here. He made trial for 
comparifon of barley in both the old and new method; the refult was 
that the old method produced per acre, 

Statute meafure t; 
Ditto new method, 

Old fuperior to new, -
Drill took lefs feed than the old method, by 

Yet in favour of the old method, 

• I have extraaed there particulars from Mill's Hitfoandry, Vol. i. p. 310. 

Q B-; P. 
3 2 2 

2 7 3 ---
0 2 3 
0 2 0 
----. 
0 I 3 ----

t In Mr. Baker's report to the Dublin Society, his mearure of land is the P!antatiOll, _and 
that of corn by the barrel, fione, and pound; but 1 have reduced them to the common Eng~ 
li!h meafures, reckoning the bu!he! of barley at 48 pounds. 

There 
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There are fame odd fractions which I have omitted, and which would 
have reduced this I bu£he1 and 3 pecks fomething lower, but as a flight 
difference is,immaterial, I was not fo folicitous about abfolute accuracy; 
and efpecially a~ this experiment is by no means conc1u?ve, t~le ex
pences being omItted; for. though Mr. Bak:r ?oes Fum up III an ~m.per
feet and general manner the expenees, yet It IS eVIdently from hzs zdeas 
in general, and not really minuted upon each crop. He reponed to the 
Dublin Society at the fame time the following refult of a comparative 
experiment on turnips: 

An acre of (h·illed, ftatute meafure, weighed 
Ditto old method 

New method fuperior by 

T. cwt. qrs. lb. 
29 9 0 2S 
27 I 0 14 
----

2 8 G I I 

The rows of thefe drilled turnips were 5 feet afunder. The fame 
objection which lies againft nine experiments out of ten has force like
wife in this, for the expences are given in a very imperfect manner; 
it appears however that the old method was the moft expenfive, but 
then the turnips were thinned by hand, and weeded biftdes hoeing, 
which is fuch a way of going to work, that in turnip countries farmers 
would laugh at it .. But notwithftanding thefe circumftances the new 
method appears the tnoft advantageous *. 

Now I am mentioning the new hufbandry in Ireland I fhould obferve 
that it ieems to be praCtifed there by Bellingham Boyle Efq; of Rath
farnam near Dublin: All the account I can meet with of his experi
ments, is contained in the following pa£fage from the Effays on Hvjbandry, 
p. 9 I. "That excellent huibandman, from 161b. or near a peck of wheat 
fown, reaped about 50 bufhels of grain; which crop may be computed 
to have made a return of nt~ar two hundred pecks for one; on which 
account, the fira premium was adjudged to him by the Dublin Society, 
Nov. IS, 1763." It is natural to imagine that this was performed upon 
the principles of the NEW HUSB.<\.NDR Y. 

The next prauifer of the new method is Mr. John Willy of South 
Fathertoll? the fubfiance of his account is this: He tried it in fowing 
y"Theat for fome years, but with ill fuccefs, and left it off; but he con
tinued it for tur,nips ar:d beans. His minutes prove nothing, for his ex
preffio1'.s are allmdefimte; he grows turnips ~ feet around-and believes 

* lvfufium Rz¢icum, Vol. v. 

he 
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he has double the crop of any fown in the old way. But as to a cer
tainty, or a· regifter of expences, no fuch thing is to be found in his 
account *." 

Mr. Randal of Yor~ applied the new hufbandry to the culture of 
turnips, but all the minutes I can meet with in his works amount to 
-nothing more than "the findl: turnips ever feen in Y orkihire by all 
accounts were grown in rows 3 feet afunder t." He likewife mentions 
having cultivated other vegetables, particularly potatoes, in that method ~ 
.but haspubliihed no experiments on them. 

The Society of Arts gave a gold medal in the year 1766 to the Rev. 
~r. H. Lowther of Aikton near Carline, for his account of cultivating 
wheat in this manner. 

From this {hort ihetch of thofe gentlenien that have praCtifed the new 
hufbandry it appears, that very little can be aiferted experimentally either 
for, or againfi it. The trials that have been made of it are extremely 
few, and all that have h.een publiihed are minuted in fo incomplete a 
manner, that but little determinate knowledge is to' be colleCted from the 
whole. We find in a few inftances the produce, but fcarce1y in any the 

,clear profit. From whence we muft conclude, that this celebrated prac
.tice is known very imperfeCtly in this kingdom t. 

The Cultivation of New Vegetables. 

I muft be allowed to give this title to all not univerfally cultivated, 
fome I ihall name that have been rong in ufe, but are not yet become 
abJolutely general. 

1. Clover. 

Of all the artificial grafTes this is the heft known in England. (I [peak 
of the common fpedes called the red and broad clover.) It has made its 

* PracticalObjer'Uations addrefi"ed to Dr. Templeman, p. 26. 

t Conflruction of a jecdj'urrow plough, P·23. 

:t: I may here ado that it is as little known in France. All the famous experiments in the 
Culture des Tenes, &c. are manifefily partial; nor are the expenees any where accurately in
ferted, and very feldom mentioned at all. Which fingle circumftance ill enough abfolutely 
to deftroy the authority of any. 

T way 
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way through moft parrs of that kingdom, ?ut has ~ot. yet been able to 
complete its progrefs through all the counties; nor IS It by any means 
well known in Scotland, if we may judge from Mr. Maxwell's earnefl: 
recommendations of it there *. And I apprehend it to be quite unknown -
in Ireland from a paifage in Mr. Baker's Report to the Dublin Society, 
wherein he fays that hefowed a little if it for the firfl time in his life ; 
indeed he fays it is of very general ufe, but therein he muft- be under .. 
ftood to mean in England. 

-

But the excellence of the plant is undubitable: A crop which is fre:
quently of fuperior value to any t, and upon an average nearly equal, 
which, at the fame time that it yields fa great profit, prepares the hmd 
for wheat, requires no other praife: And another circumftance which i'S 
of prodigious confequence, is the luxuriance andflrength of its growth-; 
fame otherOgraifes ar~ even quick~r in their grow:th than clover, but none
has fuch ftrength in overpowering weeds, which renders it of peculiar 
advantage to common huibandmen; who, in a bufinefs of any extent, 
(let theoretical writers affert what they pleafe) cannot pollibly cultivate. 
graffes which require much culture after they are once fown. 

It is fomewhat of a publick misfortune that thofegentlemen whq 
have employed themfelves in trying experiments in agriculture, have 
cultivated only the newer v:egetables" or the old ones in a new mannen. 

i} Praflical Hufbandman, various pafrages. 

t A very remarkable infiance is that of Mr. Wood's crop at Brocldhall near KelvedQn inc 
~irex. In 1754 he laid down a field of 12 acres with it; and in May 1755 he turned 
Into it the following cattle, aad kep-t them in it 6·w~eks: I have added the value of their 
feed. 

12 horfes at 1 s. 6-d~ 
12 cows at 2S-, 

]0 oxen at 2f~ 
8 heifers at I s. 

100 fheep at 3 d._ 
30 hogs at 3 d. 

He then faved it for feed; but the only fpecification of the quantity is that the 
cr()p was 2+ waggon loads-; I ~all therefore fuppofe it Cas the field certainly 
'~i:lS a very good one) fame thlPg above the medium, or 5 bufhels per acre, 
at 255. • 

14 !o;;ds of clover {haw -

t. s. tit 
5 80 
7 4 o· 
6 0 0' 

2 8 0' 

7 10 0 

25 0 

75 0 0 
i2 0 0 

Total 117 15 0 

9" 16 ... od. per "r:r"-, 

They 
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Th ey have negleCl:ed common matters (which are generally the moO: ufe
ful) too much. The publick wants to be certain of the profit of a crop 
of clover, and the degree of variation between a crop of wheat after 
clover, and after a fallow: If it is clear that in fuch and {uch foils wheat 
yields as well from a clover lay as from ft~~ow, it is of prodigious con
fequence to the nation that (under fuch circumfiances) wheat tbould 
always be fawn on the former. It is very extraordinary that none of 
our huibandry writers tell us from experiment, what is the' profit of a 
crop of clover on clay, loam, &c. &c. If anyone would know, for 
infl:ance, what he is to expeCt from a field of clover, Where is he to 
gain his knowledge? My land is a heavy loam, fays a farmer, lets for 
I 2 s. an acre, more inclinable to a moifl: brick earth than any other foil, 
none of my neighbours fow clover-you gentlemen who write of agri
culture, tell me, not only whether I ihall fucceed, but what crop I mayan 
an average expeCt, if I fow my clover with barley after a fallow?
What book can anfwer fuch a quefl:ion, fuppofe the foil any you pleafe? 

Clover is found to be exceeding good food for horfes and iheep. The 
finefl: for hogs, and very good for cows, oxen, and heifers. I ihould 
however remark that the huibandry of keeping half and three quarters 
grown hogs on it, is known in but few parts of England: In many 
parts they turn them into it in May, and, if there is water in the field, 
never take them out till Michaelmas: Nothing makes them thrive better, 
nor does clover by any management turn to greater account. 

Huibandmen in thofe parts of thefe iflands where this grafs is not cul
tivated, who are defirous of cultivating it, iliould remember thefe three 
things. Firjl, Not to venture it with any crop that is not fawn after 
turnips, carrots, or a fallow. Secondly, To make their foil as fine for its re
ception as poffible; if they fow their fpring corn on one ear~h i?-land ,,:hich 
is not in remarkable good order, not to venture clover with It. Thzrdly, 
Not to fow it with the corn, but before the roller paffes over it, by 
which precaution any damage refuiting ~rom a very wet fe.afon will be 
avoided: I have known barley almofl: rumed by the luxunance of the 
clover amongft it. 

II. Trefoile. 

This grafs is in every refpeCt inferior to clover, except in nouri:!h .. 
ment; indeed I believe the quality of it is fuperior in being fweetel' 
food, but as to quantity and luxuriance of growth there can be no com
parifon between them. Trefoile fucceedsBcH: all lighter foils than clover 
affeCts. 

T ~- III. Rye-
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IIt Rye-Graft .. 

Generally mixed with both the preceding: It has a great· number of 
valuable properties, which rel!f..ier it of no inconfiderable nfe to the far-·· 
mer. It thrives (I believe without any exceptions) on all forts of foils: I 
have feen fine crops of it on exceeding light lands,. and very wet clays. 
All the Norfolk farmers fow it mixed with clover on their improved 
iheep-walks; and it is in other counties commonly fowed in wet lands. 
It yields by much the greateft burthen on the latter, takes a wonderful 
hold of the ground in a very iliort time, and kills every weed the land 
is fubjeCl: to: I have found it of great ufe in deftroying couch and black. 
grafs. Nor is it delicate in its culture, for it will thrive well though: 
[own in flovenly fields fuch as would yield no clover. It muft however
be acknowledged that it by no means improves the foil like clover; on:: 
the contrary, it exhaufis it not a little; but is found more mifchievous in. 
this refpect on good, than on poor land •. 

I¥. Sail1foin~ 

One of the fineff graifes in the world, and much f6wnin many parts·~ 
ef England: For poor light foils- it has not an equal; lafts many years" 
and yields very fine crops of mofi excellent hay: I have feen two, and: 
two and half, and three tons of hay the product of one acre, in foils 
that did not let for above half a crown, which, in fuch, is the ne plus 
ultra of their improvement: No tillage I apprehend can· make them· 
turn to fo great account. Sainfoin thrives vigoroufly on all foils that· 
are not wet; fand, gravel, and dry loams; but on.clay or any other. wet: 
foil the weeds prefently deftroy it.-

In the eafiern parts of the kingdom it is very little fown, which is 
very furprifing, as it is introduced even by a few farmers. In the Weft 
of England vaft quantities of it are to be feen every where. In Glou
ceftedhire, Oxfordihire, Wiltihire, &c. they underftand the advantages 
of it, and ufe it accordingly; and in Kent upon their chalky foils they 
fow it more than any other grafs.. . 

It is greatly to be regretted that the culture of fainfoin is not ex
tended to many parts of thefe Wands where it is fc~rcely known; it 
would prove a much greater benefit to the hufbandry of feveral counties, 
than almoft any acquifition they could make. 

The 
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The variations of the culture of fainfoin are but few: The principal 
one is the fowing it with a drill plough, which was introduced by teh 
famous Tull, who found it greatly fuperior to the broad-caft method; 
and in. Yorkiliire Sir Digby Legard has made many experiments upon it,. 
which. prove that the method is likewife upou his land fuperior., 

I fhould not omit remarking that few' of' thofe gentlemen who have 
amufed themfelves with experimental agriculture, have made any variety 
of trials upon this plant; and yet its natural excellence is fuch as might 
have induced· them to have given it great attention. Mr. Tull under-
frood its culture better than anyone that has fucceeded him'; and yet: 
but little precife and determinate knowledge of it is: to be gained, 
from'; his writings any more than from Sir Digby LegartFs. The 
author of the EjJays on Hujbandry fays, it likes ,the fame foil, expofure, 
and culture as lucerne; and the ex.periments upon it in the Culture des 
Terres jufrify the aifertion.: we want therefore to be informed by com
parative experiments, the difference of cultivating it in 'the common: 
broad-caft~ and in'the drill methods-and the rows in the latter to be at 
various diftances; and likewife in the tranfplanting way,. in the fame 
manner as lucerne is, managed. ,A feries of fuch. experiments. would be' 
attended" with great ufe,. 

V. Lucerne. 

There is fome rear on to believe' this the prince of all artificial graifes.' 
It grows quicker than any; yields as much in quantity as any; is of all 
the moft neuriiliing; and lafrs as ,long, if not longer, than any. As to: 
its difadvantages they are but few incomparifon with its excellencies. It 
muft however be allowed that it is of all the moil: delicate, and re
quires the meft attentive culture; nor will it thrive wen either on very: 
light fands, or wet clays. 

The prefent frate of its culture inthefe kingdoms is comprized in the 
experiments of gentlemen; for I know of no farmers that have intro
duced it into their fields. It has been chiefly managed in the three ways, 
by tranfplantion, by drilling, and by fowing broad-cafr. 

In the firft method the author of the EjJays on HuJba1Zdry, the Rev: 
Mr. Harte, Canon of Windfor, fl:ands foremofi: He cultivated lucerne in) 
this manner during feveral years, and regiftered his experiments with; 
fuch accuracy, that they form the mofl: determinate courfe of any hitherto' 
J!ublifhed. The refult, in a few words, was nearly as follows;, 

I 
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He fowed the lucerne in a fma1l fpot for a nurfery, and from thence 
tranfplanted them in rows 3 feet 4 inches afunder, and the plants I foot 
in the rows-The foil was a loam on a chalky bottom, and a marly 
clay-It was cut annually 5 or 6 times--The expence the firfi year 
is 6/. 12 s. afterwards zl.--It grows in a year 10 or 12 feet high 
-An acre will keep two coach horfes 5 months, and fatten a fmall 
heifer befides-It will yield 51. per acre, annually, clear profit:----It 
is fix or feven weeks earlier than even broad clover, or winter vetches 
--An acre feeded will be worth about 71.---1 have omitted all the 
l)articulars of the culture, which are drawn up in a moft intelligent man
ner, and nothing omitted: The reader may eafily perceive that the fore
going particulars are really to the point, and conelufive. 

None of the other cultivators of lucerne in this method publiihed 
their experiments,fo that it is very difficult to know the refuIt; but it 
appears that Bellingham Boyle Efq; in Ireland, Chriftopher Baldwin 
Efq; of Clapham Common in Surry, Peter Newcomhe Efq; @f Hadleigh 
in Suffolk, and -Crockat Efq; of Luxborough in Effex, have each of 
them tried it. Mr. Baldwin's foil is a fandy loam upon a gravel; his 
TOWS two feet afunder--and an acre will maintain ~ horfes, and 
one heaft that eats jufl: half as much as a horfe, all the fummer, or 
from May to IVlichaelmas.' The refuIt of the other experiments are 
not known. 

In the drilling method there are likewife feveral: William Taylor of 
Cannon Hill Surry, 3 acres on a firong clay--cut four and five times 
every year-. -Three acres maintained five horfes five months *.Mr. 
Ray's in Suffolk confifted of one acre on a -gravelly loam, the rows 2 
feet afunder, ,and maintains two cows from May to OClober.--Chrif
topher Baldv~in's Efq; abovementioned; the foil, culture, and produce 
the fame as hIS tranfplanted.-Mr. Johnfton of Ilford in Effex has I 

.a~re, but no ~xafl refult o~ it is found.-Thefe are the principal ones 
!:ntherto pubhfu.e?, and, lIke the tranfplanted, prove that this vegetable 
18 of very great Importance. 

In the bro~c1-cafi method the firft experiments to be mentioned are thore 
o~. Mr. Rocque the great modern father of it. His foil was exceedingly 
neh; b~lt the profit more than proportioned, for he Ip.ade upon an ave
rage th~rty pounds per acre. This extraordinary profit arofe neither 
fro I? fOIl r:or cuh.ure, .but fititatio71. The near neighbourhood of the 
capital furmfued hIm with a market which is to be found no where eIfe : 

* ,Tbis experiment obtained the Society'S Medal; and was publilhed in the MU'teum 
R'vlicum• 'j' 

7 I ihould 



SECT. V. A G RIC U L T UR E. 14& 

I fhould be more particular upon his experiments did not his fituation 
form fo firong an exception to all others: Mr. Baldwin's fituation ~s 
very near London, but the natural foil is not fo good. One remark it is 
neceJlary to make upon Mr. Rocque's lucerne, and that is, he never 
afcertained how long it would lail, for he fucceffively had it on different 
grounds-but never publiihed one regular regiiler of any experiment for: 
feveral years.--The . Rev. Dr. Tanner of Hadleigh in Suffolk has 
five acres of this grafs fown in the broad-cafi manner; which has lailed 
four years, and maintains about thirteen horfes and cows the fummer 
round.-Mr. Johnfion above mentioned has likewife an acre of it, 
but the feparate produa is not known t.~A gentleman tin Lincoln
ihire has tried lucerne in this method, and in drills by tranfplantation ; 
but fo very few particulars of his experiments are publifhed, that it is 
needlefs to mention them fl:lrther than this; his drilled, in 3 feet row~, 
the fecond year was cut four times, and each time was from 18 to Q4 
inches high; the foil light and pooriih. 

Thefe are the principal experiments that are known in thefe king-
doms upon this grafs: There aTe doubtlefs many more, but, unfor· 
tunately for the publick, few that are publifhed.-From thefe it ap-
pears that lucerne is an objeCt of great importance in hufbandry, and 
exceeding worthy of attention from farmers who occupy [man farms,. 
and from all praCtifers of an accurate and garden-like agriculture; I do 
not recommend it to thofe who have an extenlive and various buiinefs, 
as I am inclinable to think that it requires more care and qttention than 
they can give, according to tbeir prifent modes if praffice. If they 
would cultivate fuch a quantity as would conftant1y employ a pair of 
nor[es and a man, and keep both for that lingle purpofe, (except now and 
then ufing the former when the lucerne did not want them) he would 
:find DO difficulty in cultivating that, Of any other delicate plant; but 
trying only an acre or two it is feldom executed in a perfect manner, 
for it does not appear a matter of confequence in the midil of a large 
eon cern ; the effect of which is, the requilite articles of the culture are 
given at leijitre times rather than proper ones, and one acre fails in' the 
fame hands that would turn ten to an admirable account. 

VI. Burnet. 

The-laft dircovered- of our artificial graffes; and it has been cultivated i 
with fuch fpirit, that its properties- and value are pretty well known; 

t See The Six If/eeksTour for there Experim~nts. 
:j: Mill's Hujbandry,. V 011 iii. p.. 27 6.. 

It 
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it is no where got 'into the common farmer's hand; however, the extent 
to which gentlemen have cultivated it, h~,:,~ fpread a more general 
knowledge of it than one would apprehend, could have attended fo new 
a grafs. According to the beft information to be gained, the prefent ~ate 
.of its culture is nearly comprized in the experiments of the follow1l1g 
gentlemen. 

Mr. Davies Lambe of Ridley in Kent, 7 acres-They yielded 200 
builiels of feed, 200 facks of chaff, and 7 loads of hay, at one cutting, 
July 6--tn 12 days after that cutting, 7 cows, 2 calves, and 2. horfes, 
were turned into it, and kept till Michaelmas; and from the mIddle of 
November to Chrifl:mas, 6 head of cattle kept in it.--Chriftopher 
Baldwin Efq; at Clapham Common 17 acres--Soil the fame as that 
of his lucerne mentioned above--The produce not fpecified; but 
both thde gentlemen aifert that horfes, cows, and iheep, feed very 
heartily on burnet. 

In 1766 the fociety gave a gold medal to Mr. John Searancke for cul
tivating 37 acres of burnet. The refult of the experiment not known. 
-Mr. Johnfl:on of Ilford aforefaid has an acre or two in drills, but the 
produce unknown.--The Earl of Northington at the Grange feveral 
acres, which have turned to great account, but the particulars unknown. 
Nor are any determinate particulars to be gained from Mr. Rocque's 
experiments.-John Lewis Efq; of Tracey in Devonfhire, 6 acres 
---=-Soil a heavy marly loam--4 of them yield at one cutting 
1000 lb. of feed. 

In refpett to the number of acres fown with this gra(s, it is, as I 
Dbferved before, confider able ; but what is much to be regretted, none of 
thefe gentlemen have publifued one full experiment on it: They give us 
general affurances with a few particulars, but have not regifl:ered every 
circumfiance of foil, expofure, culture, produce, expence, and profit. 
All thefe articles are abfolutely neceifary for the perfett underfianding of 
one experiment; and indeed are of fuch force, that when the trial is 
judicioufly made, they give fuch a value to it as to yield conclufive 
knowledge as far as thecircumf!:ances of foil and management extend. 
B:lrnet however appears in general to be a very valuable plant; and 
WIll, I doubt not, prove no inconfiderable acquifition in hufuandry. 

VII. White Dutch Clover. 

There is no finer food for £heep than this gra[s, which lails in the 
ground for many years. No fields ihould be laid down for paftures 

without 
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without a fmall quantity of it, for it thickens at bottom long before the 
natural graffes: But in refpeCl: of quaQ.tity of prod uce, it is a mere 
nothing compared to the common clover" lucerne, fairtfoin, or burnet; it 
does ~ot by any means equal even trefoile in this refpe fro rt is no where 
in common ufe. 

VIII. Separated natural GrajJes. 

An object of prodigious utility, which had its birth in Sweden in the 
fchool of Linnreus; was tranfplanted into E:ngland by the ingenious Mr~ 
StiIlingfleet, and adopted by the fociety for the encouragement of arts: 
It has made however fcarceany progrefs; for even the London feed

, Jhops cannot fupply the ftnalleil: demand; which is fomewhat furprifing, 
• as grafs feeds multiply at fueh a vail: rate when once fown carefully and 

kept clean. . Indeed I know not of one experiment upon thefe graffes even 
among gentlemen themfelves: It i~ true their culture is very delicate, 
troublefome, and expenfive at fitjl;- for the feeds muil: all be gathered 
by hand, arid fown in drills; and as no drill plough can fhed them, the 
drills mufi be drawn by a line, and with a rake, and the feeds dropt in 
them by hand, and covered with a rake; and they require when up to 
be hoed very conftantly, and the rows themfelves hand-weeded; the ex
pence of an acre the firft year I ihould not eftimate at lees than fifteen or 
twenty pounds: This is ,a fhong reafon for the foeiety (if they would 
fpread the culture of feparated graifes) undertaking the execution them
felves; which might be done with very little trouble, by publiihing the 
prices per pound at which they would purchafe the feeds; naming fuch 
as might eagerly induce poor people (on receiving the information) to 
gather a great quantity of them. Then it would be in the power of 
the fociety to direCt fome of their correfpondents to cultivate of each an 
acre, furnifhing the feed, and expreffing at what price they would pur ... 
chafe the produce, taking care to name fuch an one that no lors could be 
fufiained; or elfe being themfelves at the expence, and receiving the 
produce; as to the trouble, no cultivator, who was earnefi in wifhing 
well to experiment-making, would regret it. 

Mr. Rocque made fome e~periments on a few graffes, but was very 
unhappy' in his choice: The~'Timothy is, comparatively fpeaking, a very 
weed; for though cattle will eat the hay, yet they will do the fame with 
fl:raw: Mr. Ray's 4 acres of it in Suffolk turned out nothing com
l>.arable to his common pailures; and Mr. Lewis and a friend of his 

U bmk 
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both tried feveral acres of it without an)' fuccefs.. His orchard grafs 
turned out nothing better; and though the bird grafs bid fairer for 
proving of value, yet no experiments hitherto known have ~pread fu~h a 
report of it as one would have expected from Mr. Rocque s encomIUm 
of it. The dwarf poa is a good grafs, but yields a trifling produce ill' 
quantity. 

IX. Turnips. 

The next great improvement after artific~aI graffes (and efpecially 
dover) was the culture of this root. It was one of the principal points 
of the Flemiih hufbandry, from whom we learned it above an hundred 
years ago. And, firange as it may feem, has not yet fpread over the 
whole kingdom; for I cannot call the fiovenly manner in which fame. 
counties cultivate it, the turnip' hufbandry. • 

In all the eafiern and fouthern parts of England they manage it· 
properly, that is, make their land exceedingly fine for it, and hoe them 
well; but in fome parts of the wefi of the kingdom, and mofi part of 
Wales, their management of them is a difgrace to their agriculture; 
for they plough but once for a vegetable which requires a garden 
mould, and never befiow any hoeing: Nor has their proper culture' 
extended itfelf over all parts of the north of England. Managed in this 
wretched manner the turnip hufbandry is by no means profitable; but 
when cultivated with care and attention none is more fo; of which I 
cannot give a :Chonger proof than by referring to the praCtice of the 
counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, which raife I believe as many turnips 
as any five counties in Engla11d. The farmers of thofe counties find 
them the mofi beneficial vegetable they can cultivate by way of a fallow, 
nor is any fallow more advantageous to the land, for the finefi of all 
barley is that which fucceeds turnips. 

The ufe of the root itfelf is of vaft importance when raifed to it~ 
natural fize, for the quantity of beef that is fatted folely upon them is 
immenfe 3 befides the prodigious benefit of maintaining flocks of fueep 
in the winter and fpring, when there is fcarce any other food for them, 
and, at the fame time, improving the foil in the fin eft manner. In a 
word, the advantages of cultivating turnips in the requifite method is fo 
extremely great, on all foils that are dry enough to yield and admit the 
carrying or feeding them off, that the farmers in thofe parts of the 
kingdom wherei?- th: culture is not known, fuffer a much greater lo[s 
than common1y Imagllled. Nor can any gentleman poffeiIing eftates in 

fuch 
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fuch parts of the kingdom, do a more confiderable. benefit to their 
tenants than aiming, by all pollible means, at introducing the culture of 
turnips amongthem. 

x. Carrots. 

This excellent root is commonly cultivated only in the ifland of 
Guernfey, and in the neighbourhood of Woodbridge in Suffolk; one 
farmer in Norfolk has raifed large fields of them, but I do not hear that 
this example has been followed by his neighbours: The perfon I mean 
is Mr. Billing of Weafenham, who publilhed the account of their cul
ture at the defire of the fociety for the encouragement of arts,- &c. 
About Woodbridge they apply them only to the feeding of their horfes, 
and £hipping them off for the Thames; but Mr. Billing fatted many 
bull<Ycks upon them, and with great fuccefs, befides keeping his flock, 
dairy of cows, and his hogs upon them: They yielded him about 
51. lOS. an acre profit, which is very confiderable, and more than' 
double what can be made by turnips: So extremely beneficial is their 
culture, that vaff. traCts of land in thefe iilands, which at p!efent are 
wafte, or nearly fo, might be rendered, by means of carrots, equally, or 
more profitable than the beft wheat land: I have many times feen fine 
carrot land to a very confiderable extent, but none applied to the ufe 
in large except by that one farmer in Norfolk. It is inconceivable 
what an advance in the value of fuch lands would enfue upon the intro
duCtion of their culture. This however muft not be expeCted from 
tenants; landlords lhould cultivate a large field of them upon their 
eftates, and let their tenants not only fee them but view the procefs of 
fatting cattle with them, and fee the beef at their own butchers. Ex
periments of this nature lhould be often repeated, and on a large fcaJe, 
for fmall ones do not catch the attention of common farmers.--It is 
greatly to be regretted that more experiments upon this moft ufeful root 
have not heen publilhed, for the farmers about Woodbridge and in the 
iile of Guernfey, though they raife large quantities, publilh (as it may 
be fuppofe(') nothing concerning them, and Mr. Billing's treatife is not 
drawn ur in that accurate manner, in refpeCt to the expences, that one 
could with; for it rather confifts of informing the reader what carrots 
will in general cof!:, than of a regiO:er of what his own really did co ft. 
Nothing is fo eafy as the regiftering experiments in agriculture: All 
that is requifitc is to minute every thing at the time; but if that is 
omitted, and a tre~1.ti{e afterwards drawn up upon any branch of culture, 
it muft confifi of general atlertions,indejinite exprellions, and illflru8ions 

U 2 ini1ead 
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infiead of faCls,-a fyfiem of which is more difficult to form, than a, 
mere recital of fatts. 

XI. P arJnips. 

The [ociety has offered a premium for the culture of th1s plant~ but I 
never heard, of one experiment being made upon them~ or their being'. 
{own by farmers any where but in Guernfey; nor is it known to what 
extent the hlJibflndmen~ even in that i£b.nd, cultivate them. 

XII. Potataesr 

This is one of the mofi important articles of hufbandry; for at the:
fame time that potatoes dean and meliorate the foil, they increafe 
greatly the quantity of food both for men and cattle; and are a moft: pro
fitable root. The field culture of them is not known in any extent
only in Ireland and the neighbourhood of London; and that chiefly 
along the E{fex road about llford. In Ireland they are planted in very 
great quantities, the poor people living chiefly upon them, and fome-
times feeding their cattle with them: Their culture ein E£fex is e~-· 
tremely profitable; for I have known them to yield from 20 I. to 30 I: 
and even 35 l. per acre, and that fo early as July; the digging them up 
has prepared the land fo well, that fine turnips have fucceeded them; or, 
if they leave them in the ground till Michaelmas, wheat. Potatoes 
were cultivated in Yorkfhire upon a large fcale by Mr. Randal, the 
author of the Semi-Virgilian Hufbandry; but he planted them in rows, 
and horfe-hoed them; whereas in Effex they dibble them in promif
cuouHy about 8 inches from each other. There CQuid fc.arcely be a 
greater improvement in Britifh hufbandry than the introducing potatoes 
regularly into the courfes of common crops, for their value is far beyond 
turnips, and they improve and mellow the foil much more. It is a mif
taken notion to imagine that they will not thrive without dung, good 
hoeing is of as much imp6rtance to them as any manures whatever; 
And they are of admirable ufe in fatting hogs. 

XIII. Cabbages. 

It appears from Mr. Randal's Semi-Virgilian Hujbmzdr..r, that he culti~ated 
t?e .large Scotch cabbage in large quantities, and, applied them to the 
fattmg of oxen. He aiferts that an acre '7..vill fatten fix; but he does not 
fay he knew one ever did. However, there is rea[on fufficient to believe they 

may 
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may be turned to great a,ccount upon pretty rich foils. The turnip cab ... 
bage was ufed for the food of cattle by the Author of the Eifays ori 
Hu:!bandry, but with ~hat fuccefs is not known. Mr. Wyrin Baker in 
Ireland cultivated them likewife for fatting of cattle, and found that one 
acre would maintain four fatting bullocks feventy-fix days. No fpecies 
of the cabbage is yet cultivated by any common fanner-or at leaft, by 
none that are known. 

XIV. Madder. 

r may v~nture to call the clllture of this vegetable in: England the' 
eJfell of the fociety's attention,. It was never cultivated to any extent 
before that patriotic fet of improvers took it under their patronage i but 
at prefent there are a great number of acres yearly planted, infomuch' 
that we bid fair for putting an end to the importation of it from Hal ... 
land; an object of no incofl4derable importance~ But the culture of: 

,madder would flouriih much more1 if an accurate fet of experiments on 
'it was laid before the pub lick : There is at prefent fo much uncertainty 
in the expences and produce, that the premium has not that great effea 
which would attend it were an exact regifter publiihed Df the cultivation 
of a few acres in different foils. The prefent flate of this article of' 
modern agriculture in Britain iscomprifed in the acres which -have been· 
planted in confequence of the Society's premiums. 1 know of none by 
wmmon farmers; they are the experiments of gentlemen; except fame' 
that have been tried in hop grounds in Kent, and, I {hould remark", 
with great fuccefs. 

The Cour:/es of Crops. 

The Britiih huibandry in this refpeB: has received as great improve..;.
ments as in any other cafe whatever: For before the introduction of
turnips and clover, the farmers imagined that fine crops of corn could 
only be had after fallow years; but experience having convinced them of 
the contrary, they have within a' few years e1{tended their ideas, and 
now gain in many parts of the kingdom as fine wheat and barley after' 
fallow crops, as ever their anceftors did after a fallow. It CZUlllOt be' 
faid that thefe beneficial practices are yet become general; but in many.' 
parts of the kingdom ~hey have carried them to great perfeaioDo' 
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The courfes· of the croEs commonly cultivated in England are chiefly 
as follow: 

On rich heavy foils, 
I. Fallow 1. Fallow 
2. Wheat 2. Barley 
3. Beans 3. Clover 
4. Wheat 4· Wheat 
5. Peafe S. Beans 
6. Wheat 6. Wheat 
7. Barley.. 7. Peafe 

8. Wheat. 

I. Fallow 
Q. Barley 
-3. Oats. 

]. Fallow 
z. Wheat 
-3. Beans 
4. Oats. 

1. Fallow 
2. Wheat 
3. Barley 
4. Oats. 

1. Fallow 
2. Barley 
3. Clover 
4. Oats. 

I On rich, but lighter foils, 
I. Peafe I. Wheat 

I ~. Wheat 2. Peafe 
3. Barley 3· Barley 

1
4 Clover 4· Clover 

. 5: Wheat. 5· Oats. 

I On light loams. 

I I. Turnips I. Fallow 
2. Barley 2. Barley 

1
3. Clover 3· Oats 
4. Wheat. 4. Clover. 

·1 I. White peafe I. Turnips 
1 2. Turnips ~. Wheat 

IS. Oats 3· Oats 
4. Clover 4. Clover. 

IS, Wheat_. 

On fandy loams. 

I. Turnips I. Carrots 14• Clover and 4. Rye. 
.2. Oats 2. Barley rye-grafs. 
3. Clover and 3. Oats. I 1. Turnips rye-grafs 1. Rye 
4. Rye. I 2. Buckwheat 2. Turnips 

: 3. Rye. 3. Turnips 
1. Turnips I. Carrots I 4. Barley 
2. Barley 2. Oats S. Clover and 
3. Buckwheat 3. Clover and I rye-grafs. 

rye-grafs 

I could extend thefe tables to feveral pages, but I believe thefe, with 
changes in a few articles, nearly comprehend the common practice. In 
Scotland they fow but little wheat; and both there and in Ireland bear 
is generally fubil:ituted inHead of barley. 

There is not a more important point in hulbandry than this of vary
ing the crops with judgment. The moil: profitable cOUl-fe that can be 

followed 
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followed upon heavy lands is to fow wheat after a fallow, and if they 
throw in barley after the wheat, never, on any account, to let any grain 
follow;· for that is the fure method of exhaufl::ing the [Jil, and filling it 
with trumpery. If beans are cultivated as they ought to be, that is, 
boed clean twice or thrice, wheat fucceeds them advantageouily; after 
wheat, if peafe are fown, they fhould be carefully hoed with fmall hoes, 
and hand-weeded if barley is defigned to fucceed them. But in thefe 
refpefrs of keeping what may be called the jCl!!O<W crops thoroughly 
clean, the fm-mers are extremely culpable, for they frequently [ow corn 
after them without taking the lean: care to defiroy the weeds. This
management is likewife confpicuous in their crops on the lighter foils; if, 
they give their fields a good turnip fallow, they are apt to run them too 
much upon the credit of .it: A good crop of clover will always enfure a 
good one of wheat after it; but then barley and oats coming fometimes· 
fucceffively, ruins the land again. The beft cOUl'fe, of all others upon 
thefe foils, is fallowing for turnips; then fowing barley, throwing in 
clover with it, ploughing up the clay, and harrowing in wheat. Thus crop
ped the foil will always be clean, and yield good crops; efpecially if the· 
turnips are fed on the land by iheep. Carrots, as I have already re
marked, are fawn in few places, but they have all the advantages of 

. turnips, and many more; for their culture loaf ens the foil to a greater depth, . 
and cleans the furface more, by frequent hoeings. The great point in 
this article of courfes is never to let two crops of corn come together, but 
to introduce pulfe, roots or gra£res between them: it is a very fimple ~ 
ruLe, but of great importance. 

General Management oj Farms. 

Whatever-profit may arife from feparate articles, fuch as manuring" 
cleaning, properly cropping, &c. &c. it matters but little if the general 
reconomy be not fuch as affords the requifite profit upon the whole. I 
apprehe~d .the huibandmen .of this age have. a more fuperior knowledge 
in this artIcle, over precedmg ones, thap.111 any other age. In fome' 
parts of the kingdom, the general profit on -agriculture is confiderable, 
and owing not altogether to low rents or external caufes, but to an intel
ligent general management. 

In many parts of the weft of England, and in Wales, a plough never 
moves with l~[s than -four horfes to draw ;r9 and commonly with five· 
or fix, or fix or eight oxen; and this on light, as well as heavy foils. It 
is plain enough, that a vafl:ly greater number of thefe beafts muit be 

kept 
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kept on a farm fo tilled, than on one which is never p10ughed with < more 
than two; .confequently a great lofs enfues from ufing more than the 
necelfary number; - I don't add, if the fo~l will admit of it, . becaufe 
I venture to conclude it fo, as I have many times been an eye-wltnefs to
their ploughing a great variety of foils, and fe1dom making any diftinc
tion between heavy and light ones. 

t In the eaflern counties, they underfiand this matter of proportioning 
the length to the work infinitely better; the ~rongeft foils are ploug~ed 
up (and let me add to three times the depth or the wefiern furrows) wltq 
two horfes, and a larger furface done than by fix in the vveft. 

It is the fame with fervants and labourers as with horfes: I obferved, 
that in the wefiern parts of the kingdom the farmers kept more by far 
than were neceifary, and more than the proportion of their brethren in the 
eafi: I need not add, that it is another fure way of impoveriiliing them, 
nor is it of any fervice to the fiate, becaufe the fupernumerary hands are 
not employed to any advantage; they are kept becaufe the people are 
indolent, and do not exert themfelves as in other parts of the kingdom; 
befides, the extra number of working cattle occafions a neceifary increafe 
of fervants; keeping fo many more than is really wanted, is keeping 
them in idlenef.'1, and a flovenly execution of their bufinefs: if the far
mers who acted thus, ploughed, hoed, and otherwife cultivated their 
fields proportionably the better, they would benefit not only themfelves, 
but the fiate; better crops arifing in return, their indufiry would not be ufe
lefs; one hundred acres might then be brought to yield as much as two. 

In the immediate management of the fields, there appears as great a. 
difference between the huiliandmen of different parts of the kingdom. 
A farm, confifl:ing all of arable land, is by no means [0 profitable as to 
have a part of it ~ra{s) but in fome coun.ties the farmers plough up all 
their r:-at~lral .grais, .wIthout regularly laY1l1g down a fufficient quantity 
of artIfiClal: 111 the Improved parts of Norfolk, many very large farms 
require to be all under the plough, but then the farmers take care 
always to have a great plenty of clover and rye-grafs) which maintains 
their numerous flocks. In richer counties, where clover alone is their 
grafs, they are very negligent in not fall?wing regularly for barley, that 
they may confiantly have clover [own WIth the firfi crop. Where there 
is not a ~ue proport~on between the a:able land. and the natural graifes of 
a farm, If the defiCIency be not fupphed by artificial ones, all mufl: fufFer 
t,hroug? a want of manure, for cattle cannot be kept without grafs of 
fome kind or other. The dover, and the clover and rye-grafs hu:fban-

I dry, 



SECT. V. AG RIC U L- T U R E. 

dry, are perfeCtly underftood in Suffolk and Norfolk, but fcarcely known 
(advantageoufly) in Wales; was hardly introduced into Scotland in the 
year 1757, and is yet of no extent in Ireland. 

Much of the fame nature, and in part compofed of this fault in agri
culture, is the not throwing a farmer into the requifite variety, if I may 
be allowed the expreffion. It is by no means profitable to have the farmer 
depend on one or two crops; he £hould have many; that if the feafons· 
prove unfavourable to fome, others may make him amends. It is in fome 
parts of England (and in many of France) the practice to divicle a farm 
Into two parts; half every y~ar fown with wheat, and the other half 
fallow. The courfe of three years IS better, but by no means perfea. 
In many parts of the eaft of England -the farmers always contrive to 
have natural grafs - artificial grafs - cor,n - pulfe- and roots, and this 
management £hould be extended every where; for the year's bufinefs is 
fo, that a lefs dependance is had on the feafons;and m'uch ,vork never to 
be done in a fhort time. 

I venture thefe hints rather as the-expll1nat40n of an idea than as a 
full detail of the fubjea: the reader will eafily comprehend the impor
tance of this general fyftem of management, and be fenfible' tbat it 
extends to a greater variety of cafes than· what I have fp.ecified. Thefe~ 
however, are fufficient to £hew, that in fome parts of the kingdom rural 
reconomy is better underftood than in others, and the contraft ought to 
excite landlords to introduce the beft methods known among their tenants; 
an eafy matter to manage by means of leafes, when the defired praCtice 
is nothing eifen,tially different from the' common methods. If they are 
required to proceed on contrary principles to what they have beeri accuf
tom ed, they will never comply. 

Degree qfEncouragement which Agriculture at prefent meets with. 

No nation can be conducted by a comprehenfive and general fyfiem of 
political <:economy, without her agriculture, either in its immediate prac
tice or diftant confequences, being the fubject of particular laws, intended 
for its e'ncouragement. Such laws indeed are generally more rare than 
they ought to be, for it is greatly in the power of the l{)gifiature of any 
country to promote and extend the well-being of hu:fbandry; nor does the 
whole range of politics prefent fo important, an objeEt .. V/ife laws of this 
l)ature would, it is to be imagined, be pftener enaCted, was agriculture 

X ilie 
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the only great intereft of a ftate; but there being generally feveral kin
dred ones, as manufattures, commerce, &c. thofe laws which tend to the 
promotion of the one, may in fome inftances be detrimental to the other; 
and this circumftance is what too often prevents good laws having a being. 
The neceffity of a balance between various- interefts, gives rife to a fear 
and timidity of advancing anyone fingly, left others fhould fuffer; and 
fo, through an extreme caution, none are benefited: but if more courage 
and penetration occafion a different conduct, agriculture in modern times 
has been fo :Oightly attended to, that its interefis have geaerally been 
facrificed to thofe of manufactures and foreign commerce. It is the part 
of a true ftatefman to fee more clearly into the real balance of thefe 
J-mportant concerns, and by difcerning the true combinations and depen
dencies of them, to venture freely on laws for the promotion of their 
well-being, _ without being deterred through timidity. 

What fhiking inftances of faulty conduct are the heavy burthens 
impofed in many countries upon the cultivators of the foil, and that 
through an idea that their being opprefi'ed is of lefs ill confequence to the 
fiate, than if the weight of taxes fell on others. The famous Colbert, in 
prohibiting the exportation of corn, drew an abfolute parallel between 
agriculture and manufaClures, and palpably gave a preference to the latter~ 
infinitely injurious to France. That great man, in this infiance, fhewed 
an amazing want of penetration. 

The firIt and grand encouragement which agriculture met with in Eng
land, and which did more for it than all other meafures put togetherlJ 
was the bounty on exported corn; too much can never be faid in com
mendation of that excellent law: much do I with that I could go through 
~ lift of many' fuch. 

The rule of political condua in Great Britain, of always granting acts 
of parliament for liberty of inclofure to whatever fets of landed proprie
tors agree in petitioning for them, has been of incomparable ufe in pro
moting good hufbandry. Indeed, without this maxim of fiate, wafte, 
and commonly called barren lands, would fcarce ever be converted into 
profitable farms. Inclofures are the firft foundation of a flouriIhing agri
culture. -. The b~unty. ar:d the. allowance of inclo~ures are the only great 
aCts ~f ~gl:Oature m Bntam whIch have Qeen of pnme confequence to,.and 
pecuharly defigned for the good of agriculture. . 

Convenience of car~iage, refulting from inland navigations and im
proved roads, are publIc works of great benefit, but deiigned for other 

purpofes 
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purpofes beG des the encouragement of hufbandry. The cuitivation of 
"the earth cannot be carried near to perfeCtion without this eafe of moving 
the produa of it .. For while agriculture was exerted only for the feeding 
and fupporting a fmall neighbourhood, it was impoffible it ihould fIourifh; 
~s all exportation, even from county to county, or from diftrifr to dif
tria, muft depend" on the means of conveyance. \Vhen the roads were 

-exceffive bad, and no rivers artificially navigable, the expence of carriage 
was greater than the valuy of the commodity, and confequently all expor
tation from inland parts impracticable; but when the bounty was given, 
which proved fuch a noble encouragement, and the improvements which 
an increafe of riches fpread over the country, co-operated in rendering l!t11 

eafe of conveyance every where an univerfal neceffary of life,. rivers were 
daily made navigable, and all the roads of the kingdom wonderfully 
improved. The ibape of the Wand is peculiarly beneficial for exporting 
its produce: fcarce a village in it is more than [eventy miles diftant from 
the fea; and, at prefent, by means of numerous inland navigations, aq.d 
good hard roads every where to their banks, no farmer in the kingdom 
need be at any lofs for even a foreign market for his corn; which, when 
ill-judged and hafty prohibitions on exportation do not abound, is fo 
noble and vigorous an encouragement, that every village in the kingdom 
is publicly benefited by it; and every landlord enriched by a rife in the 
rent of his farms, which has been regular for near a century. 

BeGdes there public encouragements, the agriculture of this kingdom 
has been greatly benefited by a judicious conduct in individuals. Land
lords, by giving up ancient cuftoms in the leafes by which they let their 
farms, and falling by degrees into a fyftem of improvement, by aiding 
their tenants, have done great things towards advancing of hufbandry. 
The effeCts of this fpidt have been clearly [een, by open lands becom
ing inclofed; by wet ones being rendered dry and found; by means of 
thorough ditching and draining, in all its methods of being performed; 
by dry foils being ameliorated by plantations, and marling, and daying; 
by the converting wafl:e tracts of land of all kinds into farms; by per
mitting tenants to plough up unprofitable grafs, and lay down arable 
land infiead. thereof, to fupply its place; ):>y joining in the expence of 
moft great improvements; and by accepting a certain yearly portion of 
divers forts of lafting improvements, inftead of a part of the rent. Thefe 
circumftances, with various others, have been of incomparable ufe in 
promoting the interefts of Britiih agriculture: and with great fatisfac-" 
tion I perceive this fyftem of encouragement is become pretty general." 
One can travel into very few counties, if any, wherein there is not kindled 
an eagernefs for puihing hufbandry to perfection, and a warm endeavour 

X ::! at 
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at raifing the value of land. And this latter aim has been fo extraordi
narily fuccefsful, that throughout more than half the kingdom the prefent 
tenants are better able to pay twenty fhillings an acre, than fifty years, 
ago only their grandfathers could pay ten. Such are the glorious effeCts 
of the fpit-it and indufiry of individuals1 co-operating with the legiilature 
in the grand work of improvement! , \ i " 

There is yet another circumftan!ce relating to the attention of parliaQJ.enr, 
which muff not be overlooked: gentlemen in this age, befides encourage
ing their tenants, have applie<;l themfelves to the pra;liice of agriculture. 
Never were fo many farms in the hands of gentlemen' as at prefent. 
Ther~ is a kind of paffion for agriculture, which is even become fafhion
able;' and never was tqfle more rational! Horfes, dogs, and the wea
ther, have been the country gentleman's topics of confideration long 
enough; it was high time they ihould {hew themfelves fomewhat more 
rational than the animals they difcourfed of. The culture and manage
ment -of a few fields around their houfes, is become an object of converfa
tion as well as profit; and to fogeneral a degree, that fcarce a vifit in the 
country is made without fanning and country improvements finding a 
confiderable ;!hare in the converfation: that foil, which was formerly 
beheld only as the footing of a dog, and the food of a hunter, is now 
pregnant with a noble and rational amufement, healthy, cheerful, and 
profitable; of affifiance to the poor, and beneficial to the :fiate itfelf. 

The tracts of foil in this kingdom and in Ireland, which are at prefent 
occupied by gentlemen, may be fuppofed by fome to be inconfiderable:t 
but there are many reafons for thinking them far otherwife. It is not only 
gentlemen of landed efiates who farm: younger brothers who inherit 
fman fortunes, half pay officers, and various other ranks of people, [eern 
at prefent t'O confider agriculture a~ infinitely the mof!: .ge~teel employ
ment they can apply to; and I mIght remark, that thIs Idea of being 
failiionable, and the fecurity of not finking in the eyes of the world 
allures an incredible number of people to make it their buunefs. Th; 
wonder is, that tl1efe ideas did not become common before; for it vvould 
be amazing, if any young fellow, whofe ideas were above a counter 
ihould not prefer the life of hm'bandry to that of meafurinp' tJ.Des 0; 
illks; to the infpethng wool-combers or weavers; . or even toO thel: more 
profitable profpeas of the comptingohoufe clerk, content to tell that two 

7 fi . ' o,nd t7.00 maR.es our. vVe are not therefore to be furpnzed, that the coun-
try life ,of this. age; that a farm tinged with the )imp lex munditiis of 
huma~ lIfe, wInch modern luxury throws over every thing in the uni
'\7f:rC::, Hwulcl h4'\'tcharms to captivate fuch numbers. 

But 
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But, as I was remarking, every gentleman that lives in the country 
farms; a great number of clergymen occupy their own glebes; and 
among the renters of land we fee many gentlemen, and their number 
daily increafes. The quefiion is, How far are they beneficial to the 
general interefrs of agriculture? but not, I apprehend, a difficult one to.' 
be anfwered. 

It iliould be confidered, that unlefs huibandry was arrived' at the fum~
mit of perfeC1:ion, (which everyone will acknowledge to be far enough 
from the cafe) all the opportunities. of improvement ihould be canvafTed. 
to the utmofl:, and every thing at leafl: tried. Now, all improvements in 
agriculture, in ages when very few gentlemen farmed, yet came fro111' 
thofe few: confidering . the fituatioll of common farmers, it would be 
furprizing were it otherwife. Who introduced the culture of turnips ? 
Who revived marling in Norfolk? --But particulars ~ould- be endlefso 
We may, however, certainly conclude, that all future (as well as paft;): 
improvements wilL come from gentlemen. If this is not a capital advan-· 
tage, nothing can be. And hufbandry is of that nature, that it is im-· 
poffible to guefs what thefe improvements may amount to; for a great 
number of men of fome education, and ideas fuperior to thofe of com .... · 
mon farmers, being employed on examining the real nature of a variety 
of foils, . and trying numerous experiments out of the common road,. 
there arifes the probability of new difcoveries at prefent unthought of, 
and efpeciaUy if accident ihould throw an' inquifitive genius among the' 
number of gentlemen farmers. Eighteen quarters of wheat raifed on one 
acre of land."*! What a fignal for emulation, and carrying the power of 
culture to the high eft pitch! 

Gentlemen cultivate their fields in a more expenfive manner than com-' 
monfarmers: and although they in general may not yet have difcovered 
theconduft which is requifire for producing crops proportioned to fuch, 
€xtraordinary expence, yet the very incurring of it is an encouragement 
to one of the moR valuable claffes of the people, the labourers; they meet 
with an. increafe of employment,. by far better than the moft liberal gra
tuities.. And by the intercourfe which farming occafions, gentlemen, 
neceffarily become acquainted ~ith the fiate ar:tc1 condition of the poor; 
their wants, and the caufes of 111 management In the legal care of them •. 
:By thus examining on the fpot the effeCts of the numerous laws which 
have, from time to time, been enaCted relative to them, and which have 
O'rown into a vafl: fyf!:em of our national politics, they would be enable~L 
~lear1y to fee their propriety or impropriety; and from fuch genuine 

.l\O By Mr. Yelverton in Ireland. 
know",,· 
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knowledge of the cafe fpreading, we can only hope for amendments in 
that branch of our domefiic a:conomy, which moH calls for it. 

I willi i could add among thefe infiances of benefits refulting from gen
tlemen's farming, that of the publication of fenfible and intelligent books 
upon the fubject. Agriculture being in falliion, numerous volumes are 
of cour[e publifhed on it; but few, very few that are really the refult of 
experience. What is infinitely wanted at pre[ent, is fuch a genera1 and 
comprehenfive treatife or directionary of hufbandry, that a young culti
vator may find his book as fafe and fure an advifer as a company of 
neighbouring farmers. Such a book would. be invaluable. But as to thofe
which every day (warm froll). the prefs, a man might with the utmoil: 
eafe fquander a thoufand pounds a year upon an hundred acres of land, 
in only executing what they paint as neceffaries. Such works have a 
terrible effect in difcouraging gentlemen who have credulity enough to 
truft them. 

I cannot conclude thefe few hints without ftrongly recommend
ing to gentlemen who have an inclination for the bufinefs, not to 
fuffer fuch wretched authors to deceive them into enormous expences, 
and pollibly to their ruin, but to perfift in a prudent and cautious con
duct. Whenever they purfue fuch ideas, they will find agriculture a pro
fitable employment, as well as a moft rational and pleajing amzifement; and 
the experience of all ages is fufficient to prove, that the wifeft and moil: 
polite nations have confidered it as an honourable profellion, not inferior 
or beneath the attention and practice of emperors, kings, nobility, and 
heroes. Hiftory is full of examples to prove this. "Hence," fays one 
of the firll: writers on rural ceconomy, " the genius of animating agri
culture mull: refide in him, or thofe that hold the reins of government, in 
any flourifhing fiate or kingdom; as alfo in the nobility and gentry of 
aU denominations; nor fhould rewards be wanting, nor public premiums, 
nor marks of favour. For agriculture, in a word, as it is the mof!: ufe
fu1, fo it appears to have been the firft employment of man. And, in
deed, it is a noble occupation to employ ufefully the gifts which God has 
depofit~d for us in the hands of Nature, and beftow them when perfected 
by our mduftry for the/upport of human kind.-Xenophon, in his Book 
of Oeconomics, beftows due encomiums on a Perjian kinp", who examined 
with his own eyes the ftate of agriculture throughout l-Xs dominions and 
in all [uch excurfioDs (according as occafion required) bountifully rew~rded 
the indufhious, and [everely diiCountenanced the Ilothful." And the fame 
au~hor concludes another paifage with remarking, that " a truly O"reat 
pnnce ought to hold the arts ?f war and agriculture in the hi~heft 
efieem; for by [uch mean$ he Will be enabled to cultivate his territories 

effeecually, 
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effectually, and protect them when cultivated." Such was the charaCler 
Xenophon gave of one of the mof!: amiable and profperous princes that 
ever adorned .the pagan world. There are modern princes, who may 
equal Cyrus in his military' capacity, but are totally ignorant or regard
lefs of matters of agriculture *. 

SEC T. VI. 

Of the poj}ible and probable Improvements of Britijh Agriculture. 

W ITHOUT falling into an undue prejudice in favour of any par
ticular interef!: of the f!:ate, in oppofition to another, I may ven

ture to aifert, that agriculture is of all others the mof!: important to this 
kingdom: and this great confequence is not only refulting from the natu
ral dependency which all nations have on the foil, but from the connec
tion there is between a flouriiliing commerce and a vigorous culture of 
the earth; not forgetting that one of the mof!: important articles of Britilh. 
trade is the exportation of corn. No one therefore can difpute the 
improvement of this beneficial art being of infinite confequence to every 
intereft of the frate. It has doubtlefs received vaft improvements in mo
"<lern times, but it is very far from being arrived at the height of perfec
tion. Confidering the liberty and riches of this country, it is indeed 
amazing that our hufbandry is not in mof!: places better, and in all more 
extended. It is aftoniihing, that fuch a vaft part of the kingdom ihould 
remain uncultivated, while there are fuch aCluating encouragers in being 
as exportation and allowance of inclofure. Our political arithmeticians. 
calculate, that the waf!:e and unimproved lands in England alone amount. 
to fifteen millions of acres. An entire accuracy in the number is not of 
confequence; but it is plain enough to all, that a vail: proportion of the fOll 
is in that frate. 

Thofe who are acquainted with the nature of [oils, and have examined 
into the pretences qf barrennifs, muil: be fenfible that there are very few 
tracts of land but what may be applied to fome profitable ure; and rocks" 
fleep mountains, bogs and fens excepted, fcarce any but what will admit 
ofvaft improvement by tillage. The prodigioufiy extenfive tractstaken 
up in feeding rabbits and iheep, might all be converted into arable farms,. 
to the vail: increafe of the people and the riches of the country, without 
diminifhing the manufacture of wool: a faa: well known by thofe wh() 

>& EfTays on Hu{bandry, p. 16. 18,. 19. 
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attend to the flock maintained by many farmers on clover and rye-grafs 
and turnips. 

When we hear therefore of millions of acres of unimproved land in 
-this noble and flouriiliing kingdom; when foils too dry for tillage, and 
too wet for grafs, are talked of, it iliould move everyone's emulation to 
difprove fuch ill-founded epithets, and appeal t? that f:pi~it o~ improve
ment which has for fame years laft paft fa glonoufly dlfbngmihed thefe 
realms. 

The conducting our hufbandry to the utmofi pitch of perfeC1ion, both 
in refpect of breaking up uncultivated lands) draining bogs and fens, and 
difcovering all improvements of which the common practical parts of it 
are fufceptible, is thus beyond a doubt the capital object in the politics of 
Britain. It ought certainly to employ the fifft attention of the legifia
ture, that fuch laws may be framed as are maft probable to occafion the 
wi:fhed-for perfeCtion. It is in vain to expect that private interefis :fhould 
be powerful enough to effect fuch an important builnefs: paft experience 
has fufficiently proved this. The great improvements which modern times 
boaft, were certainly fet in motion by a fingle law, the bounty on exported 
corn. Without fuch an unexampled fpur to the induftry of individuals, 
thofe improvements might never have been thought of. Nor :fhould we 
[uppofe, that becaufe the bounty has donefo much, it muft do all. Expe
rience will likewife convince us, that we muft nbt" truft to that alone, 
efpecially as obfiructions and even prohibitions on exportation grow more 
common than in preceding times. And the continuance of fo much. 
wafie land proves, that more powerful engines muft be fet at work to 
operate the perfection. of our agriculture. Perhaps population fuffers fo 
conficlerable a decline, that a want of people may for half a century back 
have obftruB.ed our improvements in a manner in a very material degree. 
It is true, fuch a prejudice could not appear in its full extent, becaufe the 
bounty working at the fame time in our favour, might every moment 
fupply the defects occafioned by fuch a want of people. But in this cafe, 
the bounty has been of infinite and unknown benefit; for what would have 
been the effects of it, had population been at leafi paffive ? - Thefe, 
hDwever, are but conjectures; and to extend them would be to anticipate 
my fubjeB:. V/ithuut fT,ultiplying reflections on a fad fo apparent as the 
wan: ?f 'pcrfe'::tin!~ .h." 19ri~ulture of Britain, I :fhall proceed to minute 
the pnnClp:l} mt~,Lo ot effectmg fuch improvement. 

I. Gaining a complete knowledge of the foil and culture of the whole 
,iiland. 

6 II. Breaking 



SECT. VI. . A G RIC U L T U R E. 161 

II. Breaking up, or otherwife improving wafte tracts, and peopling 
them. 

" III. Applying throughout the kingdom each foil to its proper nfe. 

IV. Perfect rural mechanics. 

So minute an accuracy as to include every [ubject of improvement down" 
to the minuteft that can be mentioned, is not at prefent neceffary: . thefe 
general heads will, I aPI?rehend, leave no important point untouch~d. 

I. Gaining a complete Knowledge of the Soil and Culture. 

Before defects can be fupplied, and ill practices remedied, they muO: be 
accurately known; and the real fiate of our agriculture can be difcovered no 
otherwifethan viewing it every where on the fpot. Proper perfons :fhould be 
appointed to make a furvey of the whole Britifh empire, who :fhould take 
a minute account of every acre of land; fpecifying the nature of the [ur
face, and the firatums to a certain depth under it; with accounts of .all 
the trials that have been made of manuring, the former with the latter; 
and of all other methods of manuring; together with the whole fyfiem 
of culture and management, and the fuccefs which attends them; to take' 
an exact account of the breeds of cattle; and, in a word, of everycir .... 
cumfiance concerning rural reconomy. The refult of fuch a general tour, 
when engraved- by way of maps on paper, in refpect of foil, with refe
rences to the accounts of culture, &c. would form a mofi noble repofitoty . 
of political knowledge. By comparing the nature and management of a 
variety of tracts of land, the capability of the foil for profitable produc
tions would be known, and the defects of culture and management., 
wherever found, would be apparent. By' means of fuch a knowledge 
of the real fiate of agriculture, the legiflature would have fome foun
dations to proceed on in whatever maxims they adopted, or whatever 
fyfiem of conduCt they planned; whereas, at prefent, for want of fuch 
authority, the good or ill.effect of laws are only gueifed at, not clearly 
known. 

The moment fuch a tour as this I have iketched was effeaed, regie .. 
tered, and publifhed, the next bufinefs which :fhould then beimmedi ... 
ately executed, would be, the gaining a confirmation of all circumfiances 
which appeared the leafi dubious, or unfupported by requifite authority: 
fuch parts of fo conflderable a tour, performed by various perfons, woul<l 
doubtlefs be found-; but were the whole, to appearance, fully fatisfac-:
tory., yet, a confirmation of it, re[ulting from experiment, would be of 
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admirahleconfequence, in rendering tbatdemonfl:rationr , whidl might be 
alont the tef~ltCifobfervatiOri'-ana. fea[on; and in cafe ofmiftakesin dl[
covering them; and yielding. abfolute c~rtainty in. every circumHance. 
Such a faJ;ther knowledge mIght be gamed toyvanou"S m~ans ;'bu.t the 
prin~ipal, . and "vhat W6~11d fully effect it, m~y be iketched in .~ ... minute *. 

In the firft place, gent1emen iliould be found, who, from practifinK 
agriculture, real!>y un<ierfiandit: fuch, I :flatter myfelf;' are by 110 means. 
[carce: c1ergymen, wh:0 farm their own~glebes,would fOfIll (1: great 
number of them; and feveral Tintelligent pc<mpier?,.-of acafl: [operior to' 
common farmers, might pe joined in the lifr of fuch as a dependence 
might be placed in. Such men :il10uld be requefred to execute given 
experiments" "andregifrer- the operations andre'frult: the ex'pences which 
the crops did not repay to be reimburfed by the public. For inftance, in 
the general furvey: above ikt1tched,- a 'large tra&ofcountry is coloured as 
an -qncultiv;ated 1aIld; which is imagined from reafon, and remarking the 
neighbouring Hl;l:fban4ry: ap not to anfwer (;:.llltivatiO:n. : Greater certainty 
is wanted in tlIis matter than. thofe who execute the [urve'ycan gain. A 
neighbouringgel1tleman or. occupier is pitched upon"and ;ddlred to enclofe 
in~he worD: par.,t;of fuch, tract, afield of fifty acres, ,and to manure, cul
tivilte, ~l1d manage it according to give,QdireC'tiOl1s: fuch an experiment, 
a~ far as it~x,teD:,de.d, would fet thea~air in. a clear'light; and;is fufficient 
here to explain.: IllY meaning. The famerem.arkis applicable to undrained. 
fen $ and b9Ks, and to ~ll kinds of injudicious practices in hufbandry . 

. 1\.i;till greater: certainty, attended with numerOllS- advantages of a fupe
rior kind; .wQulq. rEJult from th:e execution of another pran, -which iliould 
undouht~d\y be an obje(l: of immediate attention: it is, the forming ·of 
divers experim(ftltal farms for the trial of a.: variety of practices in agri
cultu~e on ~ifferent fQils~ ~hich remain at prefent in the dark., Such a 
plan tor a hght fandy fOIl IS already minutely iketchedt, but others of 
the fame .nat:rre ihould be executed.in bogs and fens, in the clay, loam,. 
an? chalk-fOIls, a~d extende.d to all parts of both ifiands, from the cold 
latitude of the Hlghlands of Scotland to themofr fouthern counties of 
England: for this evident rearon, the hufbandry of a clay for- inftance 
. hI' , m t e atter, mufl:: be eirentially different from that of the former' and 
experiment would yield a determinate knowledge of both.-T~ this 
plan I .iliould lafiLy add the eftablifhmentofpremiums to ,encourage indi-

.*' Since tbiswas written, the at~en~pt has been partially made by a pI inte gentleman, in
the'Fc~m through Englan,d; but thIS IS not the planI propore. The travellers iliouJd be 
authOrIzed by t\1e ~arlla[Tjent, and every viUageof the kino-dom minutely examined ~ 
many ihould be appointed for the work. Q 

-t [mer to L,d Ciil.'f, 81'0. 17(.7. 
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viduals toprofecute the fame enquirie~., in whatever points might be the 
eafiefl: d·et~rrn.ined by them. . 

From thefe feveral methods of profecuting this grand enquiry, ther~ 
can be no doubt but an abfolute1y certain knowledge of the Briti:fh foil 
and culture, its omiffions, mifl:akes, and defects, would be gained; (a 
knowledge the moft important that any nation can acquire!) for in this 
cafe, the refult of the tour would form a minute and exact foundation for 
all futUl'e oper~tions; by difplaying the fiate of the jiu/ace, its nature, 
culture, and manage11fent; and exhibiting numerous inftances, of im
provements to be. copied and extended. Priyate information would next 
fl.1cceed, of trials performed at the coft of the public, that fuch inihnces . 
of improvement might have better foundations than reafoninK by ana
l~gy; hence would re{ult a great certainty in divers points of enquiry. 
Then comes the efiablil1'lrnent of exper~mental farms to yield a: de term i
nate knowledge of every foil, and all the variati~)l1s of treatment requi
fitefor carrying their produCt to the utmoft pollible height. And laftly; 
the numerous experiments which would be performed by individuals in 
confequence of the premiums ;----'--and thefe would throw frefh light on 
any fubjeCt of enquiry; . which during the procefs of the whole work 
appeared not fo clear ;:J.S was neceJIaryin an undertaking of this nature. 
And let me,- laftly, remark, that the refult of all thefe feveral means of 
acquiring' the dell red knowledge, combined into onr;; general view of Bti
tifh and Irifh agriculture, would be attended with fuch immenfe benefits, 
that their extent is ealler to be imagined than expreffed; for every cir
cumftance being clearly known, every defeCt and mifiake rendered appa
rent, and even experimentally proved; every improvement of which 
both kingdoms are capable, examined, tried; and 'pointed out, what fur ... 
ther could be wifhed for towards giving perfection to the whole? I wilf 
venture to affert, that it would, at the conclullon of fueh a work, be 
eafler to advance our agriculture to the highefi pitch of perfection, than 
it was to execute the preceding preparation. No one can think I have 
iketched any thing impracticable: it would be an expenflve buflnefs, but 
every part of it might be executed even with eafe, were the money once 
found; and who could repine at an annual grant of one hundred thou
fand pounds until the whole was finifhed? Upon fuch a plan it might be 
executed in twelve years: beyo.nd all doubt it might be done, and upon. 
a more minute and extenfive plan than I have iketched in twenty. The 
returns would repay the expence an hundred fold. Whatever laws are 
now made anywife relating to rural reconomy, are framed in a great 
meafure in the dark; -- they are mere experiments. If they anfwer, 
they are continued; if not, repealed: and thus the circle is frequently 
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fun, without any regular fyfiem of legiflation being pur[ued: And it 
ihould be remembered, that thefe experimental laws are fometimes of 
dangerous confequences, at others, the repeals of them are equally bad; 
and yet fuch an uncertainty mufi involve the whole bufinefs until fuch. 
plan as I have iketched be executed. 

\Vhen it was perfected; the cafe would alter at once; infiead of making 
laws in the dark, and having no means of certainty, but trying the effeCt 
of them, with defign to continue or repeal according to circumfpeilion~ 
the legiflature would have fure ground to proceed upon. They would' 
know wherein confified the requifite affiftance, and thofe laws proper to 
yield it be apparent to everyone of common apprehenfion; ITor would 
the effect of any new projects or plans propofed for their confideratioil' 
be uncertain, but with a v~ry flight examination difcover in what degree 
they would be of benefit or mifchief. In a word, fuch a knowledge of 
our agriculture would prove the fureft guide upon which a fiatefman 
could depend, by prefenting to his view the real fiate and ftrength of 
the kingdom he governed; and by difplaying on all great occafions of 
war, peace, or other important events, their effects on the finews of an 
power, population and hufbandry. Such a knowledge as this being 
gained, ·1 come next to fpecify fome improvements, which we may con
clude would be the confequence of it, from the apparent want'of themk 
even ata diftant view. 

II. Breaking up W qjtes, &c. 

There tan be little doubt but the converting of walle traCts ofHmdinto 
profita,?le f~nus ought to be one of the firft undertakings in the great 
}mfinefs of Improvement; for from thence refuIts the increafe cf food~ 
p~pulation, and ,riches. Thofe which are the property of the crown 
mI~ht be totally lmprov~d ~t the expence, and upon the account of, his 
majefiy, who would gam lIumenfely by the improvement. And as to 
!h~[e va.my numerous ~nd e.xtenfive ones, which are private property, as 
It IS eVIdent ~rom theIr bemg wafte, that private intereft is not thong 
e~ough, p~bhc mon~y ihould be, applied to induce all proprietors to act 
w1th that VIgOur whIch the_publIc good ;:equires. 

Th~ r.oyal forefis, and other wafies, iliould be immediately inclofed in 
fuch dIvlfions, that thofe parts which are covered with grown timber may 
b~ preferved to that ufe, and others, in which young trees are growing, 
dIVIded off for the fame purpofe; the open parts would then remain, 

which 
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which iliould be fhuck into inclofed farms, and let to the beft advantage. 
If the foil was of a very poor kind, it fhould be manured with marle, 
(!halk, clay, or earth dug from under the furface; and if the land was 
any where fo wet as to require draining, fuch operation like wife is to be 
performed. The returns of rent for ,a foil heretofore wafie, would nobly 
repay all; expences of inc1ofing, draining, manuring, building, &c. 

In refpeCl: to private property, a bounty fhould be given to encourage 
individuals, upon fmall fcales; and honours, titles, ribbons, or medals; 
in others. In traCts of dry fandy foils, which feed nothing but rabbits, 
the legi£lature might grant a bounty of five pounds per acre on' all that 
was incl6fed; manured at the rate of not lefs than one hundred loads per 
acre, houfes and barns, &c. built, and in fhort converted to farms, and' 
let to tenants. The moment a farm was thus completed, the bounty' 
fhould be payable., 

A proper bounty iliould Iikewife be allowed' on . all bogs and fens, or' 
other unprofitable traB:s which are converted into farms, and let. Exemp-· 
tions from taxes, which is a capital encouragement in France, would not: 
be fo proper in this country as bounties. 

Iil the north and' wefiern parts of Scotland, in many in Ireland, and, 
in fome in England, there are very extenfive traCts of uncultivated land,! 
amounting almoft to whole counties, which are fo very thinly peopled, 
that they would require colonies to be planted on them as much as any 
wafte in America: and fof' fuch a purpofe, foreigners iliould be invited to' 
fettle with us, and brought from their country at the government's ex
pence; and the individuals, to whom fuch waite lands belong, ihould 
either contributeconfiderably to the fettlement of them in farms, or elfe 
Jell a fuffident quantity of land for that purpofe to the government, that 
proper traCts might be granted to the fettlers, under fuch refervations and; 
conditions asiliould 'be found moft·convenient .. 

But the period peculiarly adapted to fuch undertakings is: the concIu
fion ofa war. Vaft numbers of men and families are then difcharged: 
the fervice, who have a profeffionand employment to feek, and for want 
of having a proper one provided, for the mDft part, apply to none, and 
of courfe remain a worfe burthen to the fociety than when paid by it: if 
any prove more induftrious, they are very apt to leave' their country· 
for foreign ones, where they meet with that reception denied, them' at 
home. The ill confequences of either alternative muft be apparent to all; 
for no foreigners we can procure at a much greater expence, would be of 
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fuch national fer vice as there military men, ",vbo probably are u[ed to a 
variety of harcHhips, inuring to labour. I cannot avoid remarking, the 
fad omiffion of aCting upon this plan at the conclufion of the lail: peace: 
upon a moderate computation, one hundred thoufand men were then dif
miffed, to feek new methods of livelihood; fome encouragements were 
given to thofe fettling in America, who v:rere difc.ha.rged ther~: b~t fuch 
~ plan of policy was by no means beneficIal to BntaIn, of whIch ClrCUlll
fiance more in another place. 

That [yil:em of o:conomy, which excludes the expences of fuch really 
national objects as thefe, is not a wl1it lei's prejudicial than a fyfiem of 
extravagance; critical feafons for noble undertakings are 10:0-, which can
not be recovered, of which the infiance we are fpeaking of is a notable 
one. After the vail: grants which had paft the parliament for conducting 
a war; after the immcnfe fums which had been rent out of the king
dom;---five millions a year to GermanYi--and on the conclufion of 
a treaty, not five-pence to cultivate the arts of peace ! Unhappy delu
fion! Wretched o:conomy! -The opportunity was 10ft; -pray Heaven, 
it be long before another offers! 

Foreign proteil:ants might be gained in confiderable numbers, and 
planted upon the tracts of uncultivated country above-mentioned, until 
the whole are fully peopled; an object of infinite importance. The ideas 
of thofe who might command fnch works are, however, different; for 
when the Palatines were in England, infiead of keeping them there, the 
Ddt thought was that of hurrying them to America. Avoiding the 
expence of forming fuch colonies, is the more furprizing, as all the money 
is expended at home, and in the mon beneficial manner to agriculture, 
and indl1fl:ry, of all others. vVhen fuch traCts of land as I have defcribed 
were converted into farms" the very returns of rent alone would be of 
infinite con[equence, and fufficient to repay the whole coft, but yet thofe 
returns would not be the moil: confiderable that would en[ue; the new 
fettlers would give a vail addition to the general confumption, not only 
in what immediately concerned themfelves, but in the whole fyHem of 
employment they created. This would be attended with an increafe of cir
culation; both Vlould be prodigious while the improvement was execut
ing, :md of very confiderable extent afterwards, for the prodw2s of the 
indufhy of fuch a mm1~~,tr of hands, with the confumption of neceffaries 
2c.nd employment of artizans they would be exchanged for, wi1:h the addi
tlOn.a~ ~oml:;er~e 1 occafio?~d by the whole, WOUld. altogeGler form an 
adchllccl to LEe 1l1CLuftrv, ncnes, and revenue of the kl11godom of the utmofl: .' , 
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UI. Applying throztg-bout the Kingdom each Soil to itsproperUfi. 

This part of rural <:economy concexns lands already in cultivation, ra,ther 
. than thofe which are wafte; for it is to be taken for granted, that new' 
improvements would in every circumfiance be conc1uCl:ed on a proper 
plan. This article is by no means of trifling confequence; for an error 
which runs through the whole courfe of common management, upon lands 
which have undergone various preparatory operations, and at a confider
able expence, mun:, in the nature of things, be of exceeding bad confc
qu~nce. 

I :fketched a table of produCtions according to their degree of import
ance, in a preceding part of thefe £heets; the Ids therefore is neceffary 
to be added here. Thus much is, however, a further-objeB: of attention .. 
Land ought never. to be employed in the produCtion of an inferior [pecie, 
w:hen it is capable of producing a fuperior; and the merit of the pro
uuction :lhould be confidered in refpeCt of public as well as private profit~ 
Oats, for inftance, may in fame fields be an admirable crop to the culti
vator, but they are a pernicious one to the community. The agriculture 
of Britain can never be perfeCted until the general culture is, by fuch 
means as £hall be found moil: condncive to the end, brought into a 
regular. courfe of employing the foil upon the moil: valuable produCtions; 
and the endeavour of accompliihing this ihould particularly aim, among 
other points, at the following ~ 

Firfl:, To bani£h to as great degree as poffible the ufe of oats, a grain 
which are peculiar for exhaufiing the foil, and contributing only to feecl 
horfes, the exceffive numbers of which animals at prefent tends ftrongly 
to depopulate the nation. 

Secondly, Apply thofe traCts which are [omewhat too rich and :Chong 
for corn to the production of vegetables ufed in manufaCl:ures: fuch as 
hemp, flax, madder, &c. which in the common management occupy 
lands in every refpeCl: proper for corn; a conduCt which ought immedi
ately to be changed. All encouragement, bounties, premiums, &c. 
:t110uld be applied not in general to the produCl:ion of a plant, out of a 
plant on a g-iven foil. This 111ethod of regulating [uch articles of culture 
would not be attended with any ill efFeB:s, becaufe there mofiundoubtedly 
are foils peculiarly proper for each. I am hinting thefe particulars UpOll' 

.a fuppofition, that their culture is found not only profitable to indivi
duals) but beneficial to the community; a point not to be difcu{fed here. 

If 
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If the produCtion of thefe vegetables is encouraged; and if there are cer
tain foils peculiarly adapted to them, furely it is a matter of high confe
quenee to cultivate them upon fucb, that other tracts may not be applied 
to them more proper for corn. This knowledge of foils, I fuppofe, 
acquired; at prefent we are ignorant of their peculiar biaHes, but fow and 
plant them almoft at random. I cannot but entertain an idea, that the 
nature of all foils, and the vegetables they peculi1rly affect, will one day 
or other be known experimentally. It is a defideratum in natural philo
fophy worthy the attention of another Bacon. 

Thirdly, Suffer underwood to occupy no land that is proper for corn. 
:Some is peculiar to the production of feveral kinds of wood, but vaft 
,quantities are taken up with copfes which would produce excellent crops of 
wheat and other grains. Coal, for this reafon, is one of the moft benefi
,cial productions of thefe Wands; for, by means of it, a vail: quantity of 
the foil, which ufed heretofore to be covered with wood, is now converted 
to tillage, as faft as inland navigations are made for the cheap conveyance 
of it: a point of vafi importance. Burning coal, in preference to wood, 
is upon all accounts to be promoted; the manure arifing from it, infinitely 
fuperior to that of wood, is an article of prodigious confequence, the 
,quantity being immenfe. 

Fourthly, The proportion of the foil that is occupied by grafs, is 
another point of very great confequen~,e. Grafs-farms will probably be 
found much the mofi: profitable to individuals, but population fuffers by 
them. I forbear, however, to enter into a particular examination. As 
proper comparative experiments are not made upon the means of farm- , 
inK without grafs, we are at prefent in the dark; but if the enquiries 
already defcribed gave fufficient proof that too great a part of the kinO'
.dom conGfi:ed of grazing land, it would be no difficult matter to leff~n 
the quantity. 

IV. Pe'f:/efl AIecbmzics. 

!~ispart of the ~~{i.gn is of vail: importance; for notwithil:anding the 
,opmlOn of [orne polItICIans, that the invention of thofe machines which 
with flight labour pel:form the work of a thoufand hands, is prej~dicial to 
a ftate, too much relIance :£hould not be placed in it. This is not the 
place fully to debate the point, but thus much I :£hall here obferve: The 
~dea is)ufi, under ruppo~ltion that the people deprived of bufinefs by the 
~nventlOn of machmes eIther will not, or cannot, by the flate, be found 
).11 other employment; but for twenty thoufand labourers, for infiance, to 

.complaiI} 
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complain of being deprived of three months work, while twenty thou
fand acres of wafte land remain, is an abfurdity under a government that 
aas for the good of the ftate. If every acre was completely cultivated, 
and all pollible increafe of manufactures at an end, thefe machines would 
be pernicious, and their invention ought to be difcouraged; but until 
fuch times come, it is weak politics indeed to fear any number of men 
being fobeneficially deprived of employment. The more men in fuch a 
fituation, that had been uJed to indujlry, the better; the various parts of 
this general plan of improvement would be fo much eafier and fooner 
executed. 

The firft undertakingihould be, to perfeCl: the inftruments already in 
ufe, among which. the plough bears the pre-eminence. The two material 
properties of which are, depth and levelnefs of cutting, and eafe of 
draught. Without examining the various ploughs that are ufed in thefe 
kingdoms, I £hall only remark, that the beft I have feen is the common 
Suffolk one, which nearly refembles the Rotheram plough. For com
mon work, I apprehend nothing better is wanted than the firft, flightly 
'Varied to various foils. For double ploughing, which is one plough fol
lowing another in the fame furrow, I know of no particular inventions, 
except Mr. Randal's of York, and that only in an advertifement: fufficient 
and repeated trials iliould be made of them and others, until perfea oneil 
were difcovered. 

The improvement moft wanting in the plough is a contrivance of car
rying two, three, four, or more furrows at once; this I have in part 
feen executed, but ufelefsly, as a proportionable ftrength of cattle was 
reql1ifite: but I am confident that it is within the power of mechanifm to 
invent a machine which would with any given number of draught-cattle 
plow three or four times the ground, and equally well with the heft 
ploughs now in ufe. Such a machine would be attended with fo many 
excellent con[equences, that the difcovery of it well deferves a confider
.able premium. 

The drill-plough (upon fuppofition that the new hufbandry was expe
rimentally found preferable to the old, which in re[peCc to fome or other 
yegetable is probable) 0l1ght likewife to be an objeCt of fueh bounty. All 
hitherto invented are extremely faulty, either not performing the requi
fite operations, or able to work only in very light foils ... For an exami
nation of mon:, I refer the reader to Mr. Randal's defcription of his feed 
furrow-plough, where he criticifcs them veryjuftly. His own, ingenious a~ 
the invention is, is fhong enough only for light foils, but falls in pieces in 

Z heavy 
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heavy ones, and in the very moving from field to field. ~he principle it is 
built upon is good, and will a.dmit of an accurate r~gulanty, but the parts 
are all too weak, and fame too complex: no man can be more able to 
remedy thofe defeCts, and improve the machine to perfetl:ion in the 
courfe of a few trials, but thofe trials £bould not be left by the public a 
matter of private expence; with due encouragement, this gentleman 
would produce an admirable drill-plough, and is as likely to make great 
improvements in the whole circle of rural-mechanics as any man what
ever. 

As to horfe-hoes, various excellent ones are already known, which, 
with the common Suffolk foot-ploughs, and the fame country double .. 
breafied plough, are fufficient for all ufes. 

There are few infiruments of hufbandry more various in different coun
ties than the harrow; as far as common ufe extends, they anfwer their 
purpofe tolerably. The beft I have feen is that with bent teeth, and with 
:handles like a double-breafted plough; all have, however, a material 
defeCt; if the land be not plowed exceedingly fine, feveral harrowings 
are neceifary, which knead and harden the earth by [0 much treading of 
the draught cattle, inftead of leaving it 100fe and fine. The great thing 
wanted is an harrow which will, with once going over the land, reduce 
aU the clods on the furface to powder, and ftir the ground enough at the 
iiune time to cover any feed: fome extraordinary allowance of ftrength 
may well be allowed for [uch a machine, as the cattle might tread in 
different traCes, and the teeth ftir up their footings, and leave the furface 
fine and level. Such an harrow might pollibly be framed upon the prin ... 
6ple of horizontal wheels, grinding the clods turned up by perpendicu
lar teeth. 

L~ draining-plough, is an imple~ent of very great confequence, and 
':~llch has beer: ,an Obje0 of atte~tlon above a century, but never any bid 
faIr for real utIlity,. untIl the SOCIety for the encouragement of arts, &(l~
offered a premium for one, for which the above-mentioned Mr. Randal 
'was a candidate. What plough, however, was found beft, or whether 
any was approved, is yet a fecret to the country in o-eneral as much as 
if no Soci,ety exified. ThereJs but little difference b~ween no pre~iums 
or unpllbl~(hed eJ[el1s. of premmms. Several [arts of draining ploughs are 
lUuch wanted. 

One to cut furrows acrofs ploughed fields, which fhould throw the 
moul~~s ,Jl out on op..,e fide~ 

One 
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One to cut drains in graf..q-lands, which fhould throw the moulds out 
half on one fide, and half on the other. 

And one to cut, what are in the country called land-ditches, but more 
properly hollow-drains. For inftance, a drain thirty inches deep, eigh
teen .wide at top, and three at bottom~ I fhould apprehend it might be 
done at one operation, but certainly at two; the mcmlds to be all on one 
fide. 

As to machines which are totally unknown, and have not yet been 
'objeCts of any public attention, there might be feveral which would be of 
incomparable ufe; thofe which have occurred to me are the following: 

A plough for cutting ditches and forming the moulds into a bank on 
one fide. I doubt it would require a firength too great to perform this at 
once, or even twice going; but if the work was neatly done at three or 
four times, the benefit refulting from it would be prodigious. 

If a ditch-plough was invented, it would be very eary to proportion it 
to the cutting canals and navigable rivers, by means of feveral working 
one after another. 

A machine for thraihing of corn: a very flight attention to the me
thod of working with hand-flails, is fufficient to convince one, that <t 

more compendious manner of executing it might be invented: a range of 
flails on one fide the thrafhing floor, to be worked by machinery behind 
them, kept in motion by a horfe as in a mill, with fpace enough in front 
for men to move about, and lay the corn under the flails with forks, and 
when thrafhed clean, to turn out the firaw, would be nece{fary, and might 
in the building of all new barns be very eafily provided *. 

A machine for digging earth, &c. and throwing it into carts. Such 
an one fhould refi on four fmall wheels, for the convenience of moving; 
the fall of a beam, in the manner of thofe in oil-mills, might be ufed to 
fhike a very large fpade into the earth; the firft motion to cut the fbape 
of the piece to be raifed ; ,the feco~d, to fix the fpade to it; the third, to 
raife it a little above the cart; and the fourth, to ftrike it in: all might be 
performed in a minute; and four or five repetitions load a common cart: 
a faving, which would be immenfe in the marling, claying, or otherwife 
manuring of large traCts of land. 

'* Since this was written, an admirable one, on a .different conftru6tion, has been in~ 
'Vented. 
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E s s A y IV. 

Of the prefent State of MAN U F ACT U RES In tbe 
BRITISH DOMINIONS. 

I T would be intirely ufe1efs in an e{fay of this nature to enquire intO' 
the origin of manufactures, or examine what are abfolutely necdfary 
to mankind, or whether" any are nece{fary to a flate 9f nature; fuch 

difquifitions belong to other defigns. I take it for granted, that many are 
. neceffaries of life, and many more neceffaries of flate. To determine which 
are the moft important in both thefe refpetls; to examine how far they 
ought to be extended; and to endeavour to point out the means of attain-· 

~ jng perfetlion in them, are fubjectsof real confequence, and fuch as merit 
infinitely more able pens than mine to difcufs. 

," In fa free a country as this, there mufi of conrfe be vaft numbers of 
:political tratls publiilied in a cour[e of time; either profeffedly upon the' 
fubjeB: of manufatlures in general, or which touch upon fame parts of. 
'them in particular. I have read a great number of fuch works, and made' 
extratls from them of fnch paffages as yield the mof!: information. To 
combine into one view all fuch pieces of intel1igence; to remark their
extent, and add a few obfervations upon their prefent flate and future 
improvements, is the purport of this {ketch. Where a barrenne[s of 
materials occafion voids, I hope it.will not be expected that I fhould make 
.them good out of my i1l1agination. 

I !hall confider manufaaures under the feveral heads of 

I. Thqfe from our oW1Zproduaj~ 

II. Thofe from foreign produc1sa 

III. Population. 

IV. CompariJon between thofe of Britain ana of other countriu .. 

V. Means of promoting them~ 



POL I 'T' I CAL E S SAY S. ESSAY IV. 

I am fenfible the fubjeCl might be more divided; hut the quantity of 
my materials, which is by -no means equal to what I could _ willi the~ 
renders it neceJIary to be more circumfcribed than if I was poffeffed of a 
greater plenty. The fubjeCt is likewife much interwoven with the articles 
colonies and commerce, which muft not be anticipated, as it is impoffible 
to connect all three under one. head. 

SEC T. I. 

lvlanufaElures wrought from our own ProduEls. 

T H E confumption of manufactures in thefe kingdoms is of an infi
nite amount; if we take a view of all the neceffaries of life, food-· 

excepted, we !hall find that manufactures form a vall: proportion of them. 
\Vhat a prodigious number of blackfmiths, carpenters, wheelwrights, 
mafons, glaziers, bakers, brewers, &c. &c. that fupply the real nece:fJa
ries of life! In common converfation, thefe artificers, &c. are not included 
under the expreffion of manufacturers, but that isamere inaccuracy, for 
they are as much fo as the coftly efiabli!hment of the Gobelins itfelf: 
they are found fo extremely nece{fary to every movement in common life, 
and fo fcattered about the kingdom, that we naturally call them by a dif .. 
ferent name from fuch as work for foreign exportation, and are efiahliilied 
in a particular fpot or town. If to thefe we add the workers up 6f our 
l"aiment, and the furnifhers of ourhoufes, what a vall: number of manufac. 
lurers are required for the confumption of a fingle man of fortune. 

Our manufactures from our own produCtS compore a great part of our 
inland trade, and by the univerfality and perfeClion to which they are 
_arrived, fave the nation much money, which ufed in former times to be 
fent to foreign countries for what we now have at home. This was once 
the cafe even with woollen cloth it fe1 f, that manufaClure which fuould 
take the lead in all fuch catalogues as thefe. 

Wool. 

In refpect to the number of ilieep, and quantity and· value of their 
wool, they mull: vary confiderably in long terms of years. - It might, for 
inftance, be fomewhat different twenty or thirty years ago from what it 
is at prefent, but whether increafed or decreafed, it would be difficulr-to 

determine; 
'} 
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determine; many rea[ons might he advanced on both· fides of the 
quefl:ion. Salmon reckons the fleeces annually fuorn in England at 
12,000,000 I. * Another calculates the wool fhorn and pulled in Great 
Britain and Ireland at 596,160 packs t. Another fuppofes England to 
yield 500,000 packs, and Ireland 300,000, each pack 24-0 lb. t A fourth 
writer § makes it much more confiderable, as appears by the following 
paffage. -" It appears by the toll-books, that there are b.rought into 
Smithfield market for Daughter, to ferve London within the bills of morta
lity, 3£,000 :!heep and lambs weekly. Now, allow 6000 of thefe through
out the feafons to be lambs, and that there are 30,00o:fheep flaughtered. 
one week with another, then the refi of England is generally computed 
to contain about feven times as many inhabitants as London within the 
bills: but fuppofing it contains only fix times as many, and that accord
ingly, there are 210,000 :!heep Daughtered in England weekly; and like
wife, that four years :!heep are kept for fiock, or that there are always in": 
being four times more than are thus flaughtered, as is ufual with fueep-· 
mailers to compute, and allowing every:!heep, one with another, to bear," 
four pounds of wool~ and every pack to weigh 240 lb. then the yearlY' 
wool of England, according to this computation only, amounts to', 

Now, inthecountrytlirougliout England; people teed" as much: 
on fle:!h as in town, and drinking lefs,they generallyexceed~ 
them in the quantity they eat. 

Then, as Scotland is of lefs extent, and Ids fruitful than 
England; admit there are but one quarter-part of the 
fneep in it, it amounts to -

Then, as Ireland is not one-fourth part lefs than England, 
but is full as fertile, and taken up chiefly with feeding, it: 
hath been judged by fome, who have taken great pains· 
thoroughly to inform themfelves, thq.t it hath near as many 
fheep in it as there are in England; but fuppofe we fay,
only half the q~lantity that England produces, or 

Packs. 
728,000' 

--
Total, packs, r,274,00o 

r~_-

In this calculation" is not included" the wool of ilieep continually flaugh...-
tered, called veIl-wool, nor. the wool of lambs/' . 

" Geographical Grammar, P.237.-1757. 
t Propofals'humblyoffired tl) conJideratiolZ of Parliament, p. 3.-1 737. 
:t: 'Tro,wei's Plan for preventing ,the clandVlinerunning ojWOI)/, p. 3,-173g~ 
§. Lond~n on the wQoltrade, R. I5,-J739. . 
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The fame author reckons, that all the wool and labour of En'gland, 
that is confumed at home and rent abroad, amounts to 14,000,000 I. 

Davenant reckons the value of the unmanufactured wool of England 
at 2,000,000 I. and when manufactured, at 8,000,000 I. 

-Bufching lumps the revenue of wool at one.,.fifth of the whole land of 
England *. D'angueil fays, 44,000 acres of falt-madhes in Romney 
maintains 132,000 fheep, and that 600,000 are kept in Dorfetfhire in a 
circle of twelve miles t. 

Thefe authorities are but dubious, however, we may fuppo[e them to 
he near the truth, the medium of feveral opinions neareft. Salmon 
makes the fleeces of England 12,000,000; and if we proportion Scotland 
and Ireland in the fame manner as London did, it will be a fourth 
(3,000,000) for Scotland; and a half (6,000,000) for Ireland; the total 
will be 21,000,000 of fleeces; and fuppofing each to weigh 31h. (Salmon, 
reckoning them at 2 s. 6 d. each, copied, I apprehend, from better autho-
rity) and the pack 240 lb. the whole will amount to Packs. 

The next writer calculates the quantity at 
Trowel [uppo[es 800,000 in England and Ireland, to which I 

fhall add 125,°00 for Scotland (a fourth) 
London's account is 
Davenant reckons the wool of England worth 2,000,000 I. 

the price was then 51. per pack, therefore the number of 
packs 4°0,000, and with a fourth for Scotland, and an 
half for Ireland, the total is -

As to Bufching's fifth, nothing is to be made of it. 

262,5°0 

596,160 

92 5,000 

1,274,000 

7 00,000 

The medium of thefe feveral quantities is 7 5r,5 32 packs; and it is 
()bfervable, that the medium comes nearer to Davenant than any of the 
others, a prefumption in its favour, as he is undoubtedly an author of 
good credit. 

The value of wool is at pre[ent 71. per pack; this total amounts 
therefore to 5,260,724/. 

From hence we find, that the mere produu: of wool unmanufaCtured 
4mounts to a very confiderable fum. 

'* Syflem of Geography. 
t Avont et DJ./C1-VOlJt. p. I I I. 

Chambers 
3 
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. Chambers tells us, but without mentioning his' atuthority, that a pack 
'of {hort ,wool employs fixty-three perfons a week to manufaClure it into 

. cloth; viz; three men to fort, dry, mix, and make it ready for the fiock
carqer; five to fcribble or fiock-card it; thirty-five women and girls to 
card and fpin it; eight men to weave it; four men and boys to [poole it 
and reed quills; eight men and boys to fcour, burl, mill, or full it; row, 
iheer, pack, and prefs it. A pack of large, long, combing wool, made 
into fiuffs, ferges, fagathies, &c. for the Spaniih trade, will employ for 
one week two hundred and two perfons, whofe wages amount to 43 I. lOS. 

-Thus, feven combers, 31. 10 s.-Dyers, 5 I. -One hundred and fifty 
fpinners, 18/.1_ Twenty throwers and doublers, 51. - Twenty ... five 
weavers and attendants, I ~ I. A pack of wool made into fiockings will 
employ for one week one hundred and eighty-four perfons, who will 
earn 56 I.-Thus, ten combers, 51.5 s.-The dyer, I I. 16s.-0ne hun
dred and two fpinners, IS I. I ~ s.-Doublers and throwers, 41. 10 S.

Sixty flocking weavers, 30 I. *. 
Another writer gives a different inftance, but not [0 fatisfadoryan 

one. "Three packs of wool weighing, 7201b. manufaClured into broad
cloths, camblets, ferges, hofe, &c. on a modecate computation, one fort 
with another, employ four hundred and fifty perfous, (I might fay "
great many more, almoft fix hundred, but I am willing' to keep within 
bounds) fuch as combers, fcribblers, fiock-carders, fpinners, weavers, ful
lers, hurlers, dyers, dre{fers, and pre:ffers, who, upon an average, will 
earn, each perfon, 5 s. a week, the whole amounting to I I ~ t. lOS. or 
3 s. 4 d. per lb. of wool t. 

Davenant reckons the manufacturing the wool of England adds 
6,000,000 I. to its .value t. Anderfon_ in his Chronological Dedu8ion cf 
Commerce fays, the manufacture employs a million anda half of people. 

Before 
~ Chambers' DiCiionary, art. Wool. 17+3. 
Twelve pounds of wool, fays another writer, which coil: the manufaCl:urer 9 d. per lb. 

rough in the Norwich manufaCl:ory, are, by labour only, made worth .'1-2 s. in a fpedes of 
flufFs, called fattins, of which there isa variety of qualities; and, in one of their bell forts, 
the above quantity is made worth 52 s. which is near fix: times the original coll. In [orne 
other articles of manufaCture in that city, the di[proportion is much greater. The Complaints 
if the ManujaCiurers relating to the Abufe in marking Sheep, conjidered, 8vo. 1752. 

t Confequence of Trade, p. 12. 1740. 
t If a view is taken of the variety of artizans employed either wholly or in part by woo~. 

we fuall certainly have a very great ide" of the numbers. The author of the Obfervatiom on 
IrQol, p. 12. gives the following liil: of them. 

Bobbin winder 
Burlers of cloth 
Baymaker 
Brand-lippers 

A a 

Calender 
Cloth-fhearers 
Camblet-makers 
Crape. maker 

Cullgeer 
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Before we attempt from thefe minutes to determine the amount of the 
labour beftowed on our wool, fome account mua be taken of the quantity 
exported unwrought, or rather runned, as it is totally contrary to law; 
for it would be reckoning falfely to calculate the whol~ product as manu
t~lemred at home. 

Cullgeer 
Con-drawer 
Clothier 
Carder and [pinner 
Doubler 
Dyer 
Duray and fagathy maker 
Duffel maker 
Damafk of Kiterminfrer, &c. 
Enterer of chaines, &c. 
Farmer, or turnip-grower for iheep 
Fuller or tucker 
Feltmonger 
Finifher of hats 
Farmer to raife woolds 
FaCtor of yarn, &c. 
Farmer to raife feaffels 
Farmer to breed fneep 
Garter-maker by hand 
Grazier 
Garter-maker by engine 
Hat-maker 
Hat-dyer 
Handle- maker with teaffells 
Hatband and loopmaker 
Engine-maker 
1 mboffer of cloth, &c. 
Knitters of frockings 
Landlord, or fetter of Iand~ 
I/ferchants 
MaGer wool-comber 
Milled caps and hofe-maker 
Mafrer-ihips 
Mop-maker 
]VIariners or failors 
Hounter of draught-looms 
Ivlixer of wool 
Pickers of wool 
:?ickers of pieces of calimancoes 
?reUer 
Packers 
Pattern reader for draught-work 
Quill~windcr 
~ilter of petticoats, &c. 

Ranter-maker 
Rowers of cloth 
Shepherd 
Sheep-wafher and lheerer 
Sorter of wool 
Spinner of worfred or gerfey 
Seourer of fruffs, tamies, &c, 
Scribler 
Seizer of chaines 
Sea mer of ho[e 
Say-maker 

. Shalloonrnaker 
Serge-maker mixt 
Shroud-maker 
Sigg or pifs-gatherer for dyers, 
Mafrer-throwll:ers 
Tender of throwfrer-mill 
Turner of throwfrer-mill 
Tainterer or fetter 
Tamey-maker 
Turniphower to feed fheep 
Tapeihy-maker 
Undertakers of burials 
Vleaver of pluih 
Wool-wi nder 
W arper of chaines 
Weaver of [erge, {balloon, &c,. 
Weaver of broad- cloath 
Weaver of calimancoes, &c. 
Weaver of wadding 
Weaver of rugs . 
Weaver of coverlids 
'Veaver of crape 
Weaver of draught-damafk, &c, 
Vloollen draper 
W ool.frapler 
·Wool-jobbers 
Weavers oflinfeys ll:rip'd, &c, 
\Vafre or thrumb dealers 
vVaterer of cheyneys, &c. 
'Veaver of carpets 
Yarn or worlled-,I11aker 
Yarn or worfled-dealers 
Yarn-faDors. 

tHi~cs thefe, he gives a yet longer JiLl: of trades, more or left, employed by {heep, 

As 
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As to the quantity run, or owled abroad" as fome call it, OpInIOnS are 
various; one fuppofes the quantity from Ireland alone to be 20,000 packs 
yearly 0\<. 

Another author t, who feems to be -very well informed, viewed many 
woollen manufaCtories abroad, and gives the number of looms employed 
in feveral places. "At Abbeville, 1000 employed in making paragons, 
befldes many more in druggets, ferge, cloth-ferge, &c. all chiefly with 
Britifh and Iriih wool. 

At Amiens, feveral thoufands of looms, on filk and worfted ftuffs, 
made with our wool, and their own mixed. 

At Mondidrie, a large manufaCtory of ilialloons and cloth ferge, chiefly 
on our wool. 

At St .. Omers, cloth, druggets, duroys, fagathies, ilialloolls, and flock
tngs, 350 looms, befides a vafl number of ftocking-frames; fome of their 
goods all our wool, fome half and hal£ 

At Liile, 1000 looms of camblets alone, all of Engliili or Iriih wool; 
and a much greater number working on mixed wool. Many hundred 
looms, camblets, fattenets, purnelloes, &c. alfo 200 flocking frames; one 
half work all our wool, and half mixed. They can make no calimancoes 
nor camblets without half or two-thirds our wool. 

At Turcoin, many thoufand hands employed in Ertgliih and Iriili wool. 

At Roubaix, fine calimancoes, camblets, and other fluffs, all of our wool. 

At Lannoy, and the whole neighbourhood around it, vail: numbers of 
various manufactures on our wool." 

From hence he proceeds with the fame tale to Amfl:erdam, mentioning a 
vaft number of looms, that work our wool alone, or a large proportion of it. 

A third writer fays, " according toa very moderate computation, the 
French have yearly 500,000 packs of our wool unmanufactured, and that 
one pack enables them to work up two of their own t." 

"" An Enquiry how far the declining )late oj the fFoollen Manufactures elm affill the Eng/ij1; 
landed interejl, p. I. 

t Obfervations on Britiih Wool, p. 20, &c. 1738. 
j: Confequences, &c. of Trade, p. l!5. 

A a !. The 
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The firft of thefe accounts tells us, that Ireland runs QO,OOO packs. 
Now, according to .the former proportion, that willbe 40,000 for Eng-:-
land, and 10,000 for Scotland; in all, 70,000 packs. 
The third account, . 500,000 
The medium, - 285,000 

I muft own the third account appears to me prodigious; but the confi.
deration of the high price our wool bears abroad, makes one rather won
der that all is not run. At Abbeville it was 10 d. per lb. and of af1ne long, 
ftaple Io~d. when the author of the Olfervations on Wool was there in 
i739; who, by the bye, was rent by Sir Robert Walpole to enquire intO' 
the flate of the foreign woollen manufactures; confequentlyit is mucll< I 

dearer at pre[ent. If we therefore refleB: on the account given by that 
well-informed writer, who fo fully explains the necejJity they are under to 
have our wool to work up their own with, we fhall not be furprized at 
large aifertions of the quantity; and I ihall venture to take the above 
mentioned medium of Q8S,OOO packs. 

The total produa, --
The export manufaB:ured, 

IVlanufaC1:ured in Great Britain a'nd IreIancf~ 

-
Packs~ 
751,53~ 
285,000, 

The next enquiry is the value of thelabouf .. beffowed on thefe 466;532,' 
packs. I have no method of gaining a knowledge of this point, but by pro
ceeding as I have yet done, com pare a di verfi ty of aifertions and' opinions. 

Chambers tells us a pack of ihort wool employs fixty-three per[ons a 
week, and one of long ditto two hundred and two a. week, whofe wages 
amount to 43/. IO s. The proportion of the firfi is, five packs employ 
fix perfons a year; therefore 466,532 packs employ 559,838: that of 
the fecond is nearly each pack four perfons a year; confequently 466,53 2 
packs 1,866, I 28 perfons; and fuppofing the quantity of each the fame,. 
the medium will be 1,21 2,983 perfons employed by wool~ according to 
this account: And fuppofing all to earn on a medium the fame as the L~W2 
per(ons, the value of the whole labour will, fuppofing fuch perfons fully. 
employed the whole year, amount to 13,582,028 I. 

The author of the Con[equences of Trade fays, that 3 packS will main-, 
tain 450 perfons a week, and their earnings be I I 2 I. lOs. According to 
ths account, the total number will be 1,345)765, and the amount of 
ih,jrbbcur 17JcPT,I941. 

Davenant 
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Davenant reckons the labour on wool in England, adds 6,000,000[; 
to its value; The proportion of a fouith for Scotland, and a fourth for 
Ireland (not a half, as hitherto calculated, becaufe a lefs proportion is{ 
manufactured there than grown) will make this fum 9-,000,000 I. 

London, above quoted, reckons the totalwooland labour at'I4,OOO,ooo I. 

Chambers makes it 
The author of the Corifequence if Trade, 
Davenant, 

£. 13:582,028 
17,4 17,194--

9,°00,000, 
London, wool and labour, _ l._"~hooo;oool. If we deduct 

5,260,000 I. the value of the wool, according to page 
684,. there will remain 

The medium" £. 12,434,8°5 

I {hall here, for the fake of clearnefs, throw thefe feveral efiimates -into. 
one VIew.;. 

Growth of wool in Great Britain and Ireland~ 
Value of ditto at 7 I. 
Exported umanufactured, 
Manufactured in Great. Britain.and Ireland~ 
Value of the labour, 
Value of ditto, and the raw material, 
Value of the whole growth and the labour, 

- 751,532 packs. 
£',5,260,724 

285,000 packs. 
466,532 packs ... , 

£. 12,434,805 
15,7°0 ,52 9 
J7,695,52 9 

r am fenfible that thefe conclufions are not all founded upon indubitable 
authority: I willi an aCtual furvey of the kingdom prefented· the worlCI 
with fuch. Much important knowledge would refult from certainty.
However, in default of what we could wiih, an attentive view of the beft 
in our power, thus collected, yields a more comprehenfive idea of this 
capital manufacture than is to be gained from the loo[e and fcattered pa[
[ages which are met witli in the feveral books and papers that have. beeh 
written on the fubjefr. 

From this view, the immenfe importance of manuta£l:uring all the pro
q:uct at home, appears in the cleareR: light; for the amount of the 10[s 
by fuffering 285,000 packs to be runned, is eafily difcovered byarith
metic. According to the proportion of that which is manufactured, the 
10[s is 7,596,°9° I. an article of immen[e cOl!fequence to Britain; for it 
is a melancholy infiance to fee. fuch numbers of unemployed poor, and 
feeL [0 heavily the weight of employing them,. and at the [arne time· 

ruffer, 
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fuffcr a ra'vv commodity to be carried out of the country, which would 
give indufiry and maintemmcc to fuch numbers of people. Such a faCt 
wants no painting t9 exhibit it in its genuine deformity. 

But there is an attendant circumftance, the explanation of which will 
'point out extenfive collateral evils: for, as we lofe the manufaemring of fo 
~nuch wool, others muft gain it; and, unfortunately, the greateft ihare of 
it falls to the French, and the reft to the Dutch and Netherlanders. It is 
true, the lofsitfelf is the great matter; but neverthelefs, it had much 
better for the interefts of this country go all to the Dutch than to our 
natural enemies. Not that the former are more deferving of it than the 
Jatter, but no acquifitions can render them formidable to us; whereas the 
growth of the French manufactures, trade and navigation, is of undoubted 
confequence to us. The author of the C01ifequences oj Trade afferts, as a 
known fact, that the French wor~ up two packs of their own wool to 
everyone they have from us, and which they could not work up without 
it. Indeed, in the OlfervatiolZS on Britijh Wool, it appears, that there 
are fame manufactures of ours intirely, and others which ufe half and 
half; but then fame add but a fmall quantity of it to their own. For 
which reafon liliall fuppo[e (and by the beft accounts we have, it will be 
found no exaggeration) they are enabled by every pack of Britiih or Iriili 
wool to work up two of their own j which they otherwife would not be 
able to manufacture at all into the finer forts 6f goods which they moil: 
want for the purpo[es of trade. Confequently, that there is nothing 
improbable in this [uppofition, will appear by the following lift of goods 
which foreigners cannot make without mixing fome of our wool with 
their own. 

The following are made of combing-wool: 

Says 
Bodleys 
Shalloons 
Spaniih crapes 
Burying 'crapes 
Tameys 
Prunellos 
Sattenets 
Harrateens 
Cheneys 
Serges 
Sagathies 

Duroys 
Durants 
Ranters 
Buntings 
Boulting clothes 
Swathing lands 
Serge denim 
Camblets 
Camblettees 
Calimancoe plain 
Calimancoe flowered 
Damaiks 

Ruffets 
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Ruifet&. 
Everlafiing 
Cantiloons 
Worfted plulh 
~arter diamond· 
Bridfeye and diamond· 
Grogran. 
Paragon 

Cadis 
Gartering 
~ality binding 
Stockings 
Caps 
Gloves 
Breeches knit, 

With many other forts of plain and figured fhlffs. 

The following of combing-wool and carding-wool, mixed together:: 

Bays Druggets corded 
Broad rafh Flannel 
Cloth ferge Swan ikin 
German ferge· ~inco bays or wading. 
Long ells Perpetuanas. 
Druggets· plain 

The following of long-wool and {ilk-mohair and cotton, mixed-: 
Norwich crapes. Caps and gloves 
Silk druggets VenetianpopEns 
Hair plufh Alapeens 
Hair camblet-o Anterines 
Stockings Silk fattenets 
Spanifh poplins Bombafines, 

With divers forts of figured, clouded, fpotted, plain, and firiped ftufFs, 

Having {hewn what a great number of different. [arts of fruft's are 
made of combing-woo], I .would jufi obferve, that the foreigners cannot 
make any of thefe forts of goods with their own wool fit for a foreign 
market; but when mixed with the wool of Great Britain and Ireland~ 
then they are enabled to do it: and that is the reafon the foreigners covet 
our combing-wool before the clothing or ihort wool, which makes the 
10fs to us the greater. Since then Providence hath furnifhed us with 
fuch an ineflimable advantage, by virtue of our wool, ahove every nation 
in Europe, it nece£farily follows, that our ,'VooHen goods mufl be the 
mofl valuable and the fiOf!: in vogue of all others; and confequently, that 
few foreign markets can, or will be without our fluffs, flockings, &co 
and therefore mufl be fupplied by our merchants, if we '[vere fa kind to 
fPlI1jeh./Cs to keep our '-wool at home; and confequently thofe markets will 

1. be. 
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be engroired by us; which will caufe a conftant demand for our wo01-
len manufaCtures *. Nor can a greater proof be wanting of the necef
fity they are under to·have our wool, than the high price they gIve 
for it. To the clandeftine procuring it they owe the prodigious advance 
of their Spaniih and Levant trades; for without the goods which they 
work up by means of it, they could fupply neither of thofe markets. 
And it ihould be remembered, that thefe are the two branches of our 
commerce, the ]ofs of which our merchants have, for a long feries of 
yeats, moll complained ·0£, 

Thus, to the infinite detriment of our trade, foreign nations, and the 
French particulady, by means of receiving from Great Britain and Ire
land 285,000 packs of wool, are enabled to form a manufaCture of 
855,000 packs, which is two of their own to one of ours: And calcu
lating the value of fuch a manufaB:ure by the fame proportions above laid 
down for the Britifh ones, the fiate of fo much of their woollen manu
:faCture as depends upon our wool, will be difcovered; and is as follows: 

Total packs, 
Imported from us, packs, 
Of their own, packs, 
Value of ditto, at 6/. 
--- the imported, at 101. 
Total value, 
Value of the labour befiowed on the whole, 
Total value of their own wool, and the labour, 

855,000 
285,000 
57°,000 

£. 3,420,000 
~,850,00o 
6,270,000 

QO,7 2 4,675 
24,144,675 

If thefe totals are not [ufficient to alarm every Britiili. ftate[man, and 
open the eyes of the moR: blind, I know nothing that will. To fee that 
foreignersgain upwards Of24,000,ooo I. annually, by means offmuggled 
wool from us, is a very melancholy confideration. Yet this is not the 
extent of the evil; for all this fyfiem of manufacture being founded 
intirely :upon a runned commodity, the mifchief is, the returns are made 
in the fame manner; [0 that the 2,850,000 above mentioned is paid us in 
wines, brandy, cambrics, filks, toys, &c. &c. to the van detriment of 
the revenue, and the infinite prejudice of all our manufactures. 

Leather. 

This is beyond a doubt one of the moft important manufactures we 
have; and yet, for want of preceding writers extending their inquiries, I 
cannot meet even with conjeCtures or calculations of any kind: under 

'* Obfervations on Britiili Wool, p. 5. and 6. 
6 fuc~ 
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fuchcircumfiances, it is totally beyond my power to prefent a tole .. 
rably complete view of our leather manufaCtory. It is true, conjeCtures 
and opinion's, unfupported by faCts, are by no means good autho
rity; but yet, the comparifon of feveral, the affifiance of fome facts, 
leads by degrees to truth, or at leafi near it; and fuch methods are 
the only ones private men have to afcertain the truth. A few calcu
lations on the prefent [abject will help one to form fome ideas of the great 
confequence and extent of this manufacture. 

Suppofing there are 9,000,000 of people in Great Britain and Ireland, 
and that three-fourths of them wear leather-{hoes, (which cannot be 
beyond the reality) each perfon, upon a medium, five pair in a year, and 
the price, on a medium, fix fuillings a pair, (boots included) this con
fumption amounts to £. 10,125,000 

Suppofe the confumption ofleather, by coaches, chains" &c. 100,000 

By coach, waggon, cart, and plough-harriefs, and [addles 
and bridles, ---- 500,000 

By leather-breeches, fuppofe 2000,000 of pair to be wore 
annually at lOS. on an average, ---- I~60o-,ooo 

Total, 

Many may poffibly think this calculation over-ra.ted in fome particulars, 
and that may paffibly be the cafe, though I rather think not; but then" 
the numerous articles which are quite omitted, fueh· as jackets, trunks, 
fiaiks, caps, cloakbags, binding of books, &c. &c. I am confident [upply 
fuch excelS, if any, and if none, would add eonfiderably to the abo,:,~ 
total. Each of thefe articles, and of many other more trifling ones, when 
the confumption of fo many millions of people is.:confidered, amounts to 
a very confiderable fum. This total confifis, however, of the value of 
the commodity fuHy manufaaured. As to the proportion between the raw 
material and the labour beftowed' upon it, it confifis of fueh a variety of 
fpecies, that a calculation founded on ao other authority than a [uppon ... 
tion, could not come near the tru.th. 

Lead; Tin, Iron, and Copper. 

A vail quantity of the iron' ufed in thefe kingdoms beil1g! imported' from 
abroad, is not to be included: here; tliis·article cbneernS' th'at only of our 
'Own produce. 

Thefe manufaClures are certainly of an immen'fe' am'ount: But it is 
impoffible, ·even in thewayo{conjeaure, to come at their v:alue:i the 'vari;.. 

B b . ous 
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€lUS ufes to which our own iron is put, being, in a multitude of infiancesl> 
quite intermixed with the ufe of foreign, and by many artificers worked 
up under the name of foreign iron, renders any gueiTes even quite ran
dom thoughts. Our copper is likewife converted to an amazing number 
of ufes, and takes under the manufacturers hands a million of appear
ances; witnefs the {hare it has in the vail manufaCtories of Shdlield, 
Birmingham, &c. where a multiplicity of utenfils, toys, &c. &c. are 
made of it, the workmanfhip of which amounts to many thoufand times 
the original value. Likewife the copper manufaCtories of Brifiol, Glou
eeller, Swan[ea, &c. wherein the ore is carried through the whole pro
-ce[s from the mine to its being made into pins, and various other imple
ments. Indeed, if the whole amount of the confumption of Great Bri
tain and Ireland in thefe four metals is confidered under the infinity of 
fuapes they take in the manufaCturers hands, it will be found amazingly 
great. No family in the three kingdoms exifts without making a con
{umption of them, confiderable in cornparifon to their general income. 
Not a kitchen is furnifhed without being filled with thefe metals ;-
not a houfe built without a great confumptioll of them: In ihort, if we. 
take a view of the whole circle of home confumption, food and cloathing 
alone excepted, we ihall find fcqrce any thing but is either compofed in 
part of them, or made by means of them ;--and that from the cannon. 
and the ba1ls of an hundred gun ihip, down to the pins in a woman's 
drefs. If I might venture an opinion, I {honld not heGtate to concei've 
all this amount not far below the whole woollen manufaCture :--
But herein I may be miftaken; it certainly isfuperior to that of leather, 
"\vhich there is rea[on to believe rifes in value, as above mentioned, to near; 
twelve millions Reding. 

Indeed there metals have many peculiar circumft'ances attending them .. , 
'which contribute infinite1y to their value: They are gained, not from the 
prodnCt of the furface of the earth, (like leather and wool) which might 
otberwife produce corn, but dug out of its bowels to the obfiruCti6n of 
nothln'g, and inftead of which nothing could be obtained. In other 

. words, the ore, as it lies in the bed, is alfolitte profit. The. digging it. 
employs a confiderable number of men of the mofi important kind, viz. 
bokl and hardy to aiA extraordinary degree. And tneir capability of being . _ 
worked into fuc'h an amazing number of the mofi uieful implements for 
the fervice of common life, and extraordinary neceffity, altogether ren-. 
der them {nch valuable objeCts, that a dependance on foreign nations for 
them would be a fiate of infecurity, as well as 10[s by trade. In the 
prefent fituation of human life, they are as much neceifaries of life. as . 
bread . and wool :~ even bread itfelf cannofbe gained without iron. 

1 T~ 
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Flax. 

The manufaClure of linen is the £laple of both. Ireland and Scotland. 
'The following extraCl from a very ingenious writer '* will pre[ent a very 
clear account of Ireland's :Chare of it. "It is computed, that the value 
of linen made in Ireland yearly, amounts toa million fterling j and that 
half thereof is yearly exported, and that the remaining half is con[amed 
at home; reckoning 5 s. a head for 2,000,000 of people, one with another, 
for all their confumption in linen. It is alfa computed, that the follo~
ing quantities of rough flax, worth 40 s.-per Ct. when fully manufac-' 
tured into linen, will, at a medium of coarfe and fine, be worth the fol
lowing fums annexed to them, viz. one Ct. of flax, when nianufaClured 
into linen, will be worth 16/. a ton 320 t. an hundred teins 32,000 I . 

. and 3,125 tons will yield 1 ,GOO,OOO I. --- It is alfo efiimated, a good 
acre of flax will produce 3, 4, 5, or 6 Ct. of flax; and if we allow 4 Ct. or 
32 £lone to be raifed from every acre, one with another, in a good year, 
which is a reafonable allowance; on this fuppofition, the aforefaid 3, u.s 
tons of flax, which are. all that are at prefent fuppofed to be made ufe of 
in our linen manufaClure, before eftimated to be of the value of a mil
lion £lerling yearly, may be ralfed from I6,62racres only; and if we 
allow but 3 Ct. or 24 £lone to be raifed from every acre, ene with another, 
which is a low computation, then it will tequire about 20,832 to raife 
the aforefaid quantity, 3,I25 tons. And as we import yearly 500 tons 
from foreign countries, we raife 2,600 at home on 13,000 acres. Thefe 
particulars will beft appear if thrown into one view. 

Acres of flax in, Ireland, ~ 
ProduCl, tons, -------
Imported, tons, 
Total, quantity tons, -
Value, ----.. 
Value manufaClured, -
Ditto, foreign import deduCted; 
Export, 
Home confumption, ...-...-.-

-- -
~ .. 

-

13,000 
2,600 

500 

3,100 

£. 124,000 
1,000,000 

980,000 
500,000 

5()O,OOO 

I :Chould, however, remark, that by another t account; and . which 
feems of very good authority, the exportation amounted in 1759 to 

14,093,43 I yards, valued at a medium of IS. 4d. per yard £. 936,562 

1f the former corifunzption is added, - - 500,OQO 

The total manufaCture will be 

*' hfr. Prior of Dublin. t Ilnderfon'sDedutfim, vO,I. ii. p. 417. 

Bb~ The 
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The foUbwing table of Scotland's manufaCture will fet it in a very clear 
light. 

A<;countoflinen cloth for fale, ttamped in Scotland from Nov. I, 1727-
Year. Yards. Value. 
17.28 2, 183,978 1°3,3 12 
1729 3,225,155 114,383 
1730 3,755,622 13 1,262 
1711 3,891 ,573 - 145,656 
'732 4,384,832 168,322 
1733 4,72 0,,10,5 182,766 
~734 4,893,499 185,224 
1735 4,880,633 1.77,466 
] 736 4,538,478 168,177 
1737 4,721 ,420 183,620 
1738 4,666,01 I. 185,026 
1739 4,80,1,537 196,068 
1740 4,609,672 I ~8,777 

. :1741 4,858,190 187,658 
1742 4'43 1,450 19 1 ,6g9 
1743 5,061,3 11 215,9 27 
1744 5,480,,727 229,364 
1745 S,S36,225 224,252 

1746 5,486,334 222,870 

1747 6,661,788 262,866 
1748 7,353,0,98 293,864 
1749 7,360,286 3.22,045 
1750 7,57 2 ,540 361 ,736 
1751 7,886,374 367,167 
175 2 8,759,943 . 40,9,4°7 
J753 9,422,593 445,3 21 t 
1754: 8,€P4,369 506,816 :j:: 
1755 8,9 1 4,369 so6,8161t 
1756 8,9 14,369 506,816/1 
1757 9,7 64,408 401,5II § 
1758 10,,624,435 424,141 § 
175<1 10,830 ,7 0 7 451,39° § 
1)60 11,747,728 52 2,153 §. ----

Total value, £. 8,879,788 
Uefides an immenfe quantity manufaCtured in private families. 

t Pifllethwayte's Dillionary, Art. SCOTLAND, thus far. i- Anderfon's Dedullion of Com-
mcree, vol. ii. p. 400. Il Not having thefe years, I have [uppofed them the fame as the 
Jlreceding one. § /lnd.rJon, vol. ii. p. 409. 415. 42Q. 

The 
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The quantity of later years 40$,000 I. according to the proportions of 
Ireland, 

IS made from, tons of flax, 
Value of ditto, 
Value, 
Flax deduCted" -

Hemp. 

I395 
- £.55800 

450 ,000 

- 394,200 

This article is interted here rather as an item that hemp is produced 
and worked up at home, than as a manufaCture of great extent, fince 
more is imported' from abroad; but as fnch importations will in another 
place be more particularly confidered when I come to fpeak of com
merce, the lefs is nece{fary to be mentioned here. - There is no linen 
in the world ftronger than hemp. In Suffolk, and the borders of Norfolk 
adjoining, they make large quantities; but I believe the ufe of it does not 
extend far, Scotch and Irith linens beirtginfinitely more Worn.-The whole 
manufaCture of Iriili linen, and the fale of Scotch, amountS to 1,886,562/. 
The total of aU cannot belefs therefore than 2,500,000 I. 

Glafi. 

This is beyond all doubt the nobleft manufaC1ure in the world, if we 
confider the exquifite utility and elegance of the thing itfelf, and the 
meannefs of the materials from which it is made. Invention and inge
nuity in this manufaCture raife a prodigious valuable cQmmodity from 
the dregs of the earth. In refpect of value, glafs is created out of nothing •. 
Labour, buildings, and tools, here confer all the value, which is the cafe 
with no other manufacture in the univerfe.-:-The confumption of Great 
Britain and Ireland is inti rely fupplied by our own manufacturers, and 
no inconfiderable quantity exported; but to determine the quantity and 
amount is impoffible; however it muft be to a very great value .. 

Pape~. 

In refpett o~ uti1it~, and th.e low v~lue of the raw material, paper 
ranks nearly WIth glais. We formerly Imported the whole confumption 
from France and Holland; chiefly from the former; but a better fpirit 
arifing in the nation, this manufacture, like mofi: others, hag made a 
glorious advance; for the home confumption of thefeifiands is not only 
fupplied by our own mills, (fmuggled goods in this and other cafes 
excepted) but we export fome to foreigners, and' great quantities' to our 
American plantations. As to the amount of the manufacture" I meet 

with 
3 
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with no -authorities to venture on any conjectures. The importation 
from France alone in 1663, amounts to upwards of 100,000 I. into Eng .. 
land, but the whole confumption mufi have been more, as Holland fupplied 
us with much; and .at prefent we probably confume fix times as much, 
befides the confumption of Scotland and Ireland. I carmot conceive the 
whole to amount at prefent to lefs than 1,000,000 I. * 

Porccllai1Z. 

Of late years this manufacture, in its various branches (of whi~h there 
are a very great number) has made prodigious advances towards perfec
tion, and is carried on with fo much fpirit, particularly in. Worcefier
ihire and Staffordfhire, that the value is very confiderable. The con
fumptionof the kingdom is fupplied with them, the oriental only 
excepted; which is fufficient to prove, that the amount is immenfe. 
However, conjectures in [uch a cafe would be too vague, for me to ven
ture on any particular fum for the total value of this manufaCture.--

Suppofe glafs, paper, and porcellain, to amount to I,500,000 I. 

Thefe are the chief of our manufactures that are worked from Our 
own produce. There are many others, it is true; but then they are 
either what are more properly called the works of common artizans, futh 
as wheelwrights, perukemakers, &c. or elfe too inconfiderable to merit a 
particular article here. 

SEC T. II. 

Mamif'aflures wrought from foreign ProduCls. 

I T is certainly obvious enough to aH, that this fpecies of manufactures 
is by no means fo advantageous as thofe already mentioned; for a 

very confiderable deduction is to be made from the product of thefe, on 
account of the materials purchafed from foreigners. 

Silk. 

Vafi rums were formerly paid to France for an infinite variety of 
wrought filks, which at prefent we make at home, fmuggled goods 
excepted, which indeed are very confiderable. As to determining the 

'*' The printing news-papers alone in London, ~evera) years ago, before there were fo 
many as at prefent, formed a trade of above 13 1,000 I. a year. See Les Interdls de fa Franc!! 
Mal Entmdus, tom. iii. p. 285. 1755. 

amount 
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amount of the prefent con[umption, the only rule I have to go by is the 
quantity manufaCtured, formerly imported, and that of the raw material at 
prefent. In 1663, the import of filks from France alone amounted to near 
600,000 t. a year to England. I {hall add a fourth for Scotland, and a 
third for Ireland, arid the total will be 4 £. 95°,000. 

To this we mnft add the import from India, Holland, and 
fome from Italy, [uppofe thefe amounted to 2,00,000 

At prefent there is fmuggled, according to Sir. Matthew 
Decker II, 200,OG)o I. in filks, he fays, " upon us ;" \vhe~ 
ther he means England alone, I know not,' but I will fup
pofe Great Britain_and Ireland, and that in 1663, as duties 
were fo much lower, that only a fourth part '1,;vas fmug ... · 
gled,. or - - 5@,OOQ ' -_ . 

. Confrimptionin 166S;, 1,200,OOO~ 

Now, fuppofing we at 'prefent confume twice as much as in 1663, no 
extravagant ·idea; for weare infinitely richer than we were then, and the 
number. of thofe who wear filk I might fay trebled and quadrupled' 
within a centHry: however, to reckon it only double, our prefentcon .. ~ 
fumption will he found. to amount to -2,4°0,0001. _ 

The next means of difcovering Qur confumption will be, by the impor-· 
. tat ion of the raw commodity; but here I have few minutes to direCt me: 
the medium. of many accounts is a pretty certain rule to judge by. 

The quantity imported from Turkey into the port of London in 1720, 

was 400,000 lb. at .Q4 oz. to the lb. *, which, at the rate of QO s. amounts 
to 400,000 I. But as this trade is .much declined fince, I ihall fuppofe the 
y,alue of the whole from China and Turkey to amount to that 
fum. -£. 400,ooo~ 
The Spaniih and Italian imp9rtation, according to one 

wJ.:iter t) is -
By another's account t, -
The medium, 
Add the Turkey. and Eaft India imp~rtation,. 

H Caufes of Dec/ineof Foreign Trade, lzmo., p. 107'. 153.· 
'* P '?filetbwayte' s Ditlionary, Art. LEV ANT. 

t Thoughts on tbe Times, and the Silk Manufal1ory, 8vo. p. 7· 1765' 

1,500,000 

1,3So,000 . 
1,42 5,000 

400,000' 

l.d«oUlJt oj ,the Benefits wh;,h have refulted jrpm the ~'o&iety, 8vo. p', 10. ,176.5 •. 
Iff 



POL I TIC ALE S SAY S. 

If the labour bellowed on this commodity only doubles 
amount then will be 
By the firft account, or rather guefs, 
Medium, being the amount of our own manufaClure, 

ESSA Y IV. 

the value, the 
3,65c : oOO 

To which we may add, the importation of wrought filks, 
which, according to Poftlethwayte, is 

2,400,000 

$,02 5,000 

1,000,000 

The total of our confumption and exportation, 

Cotton. 

The manufaClure of cotton is confiderable, not only in the amount of 
thofe goods which are made of that alone, but more fa in the mixtures. 
of it with wool, fbl.x, &c. The manufaClories in Lanca:fhire, Derby
!hire, and Cheihire, ufe a vaft quantity of cotton; particularly thofe 
which are employed in making fuftians. As to the amount of this manu
faClure, I find no accounts of it.-- The quantity of cotton annually 
imported (chiefly from the Levant) for thefe manufaClures, and other 
ufes, is about 13,000 bags *, and amounts in price to about 300,000 I. 
As we are told t 5000 bags produced in Guardalupe in 176):, fold for 
J 12,702 I. at which proportion the whole will amount to the above men
tioned fum. ManufaClured, it may amount perhaps to three times that 
value. 

Recapitulation. 

Amount of the woollen manufaClure, 
Leather, 

£. J5,7b O,529 

Flax and hemp, 
Glafs, paper, and porcellain, 
Silk, 
Cotton, -

-
I apprehend the number employed by lead, tin, iron, &c. 

to be about EJoo,ooo; if they earn, one with another~, 
10 I. a head, the amount will be _ 

1 1,725,000 

2,5°0 ,000 

1,50 °,000 

3,025,000 

900,000 

9,000,000 

---

'" An Examination if the CommtYtial Principles if the late Negotiation, 8vo. p. 37. 1762• 
t The Author of the Prefent State, p. 148. rates it at much lefs, only 90,000 I.; but his 

authority does by no means appear fo good, naming fcarce any particulars, and rating the 
price {o low as I S. a pound, whereas it is oftener double. 

t Confidering the nature of thefe manufaCl:ures, a much larger fum muil: be allowed to 
them than to any others, a much greater proportion of grown people being employed in 
them. 

SEC T. 
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SECT. Ill. 

Of the EffeB of Manzifac7ures on Populati01te 

I N the preceding ,effay, which treated of agriculture, it appeared, that 
. population depends in the moft intimate manner upon agriculture; 

and notwithftanding the common example of Holland, is found to receive 
an increafe from no quarter comparable to that from an increafe of the 
culture of the earth: But it is not from hence to be concluded, that the 
eflabliihment of manufactures has, in this refpect, no influence; on 
the contrary, they, under certain circumftances, have a fhong effect. 
When the full power of agriculture, in peopling the earth to the utmoft, 
is mentioned, it implies only what might attend it if the political fyftem 
of a country tended to the fame point; or, in other words, if the pufhing 
huibandry to the utmoft extent was the firft bufinefs of the legiilature •. 
But in a different fituation, like the prefent oQ,e of Britain, for inftance, 
when agriculture is n,early at a fhnd, or improves, but improves but 
:nowly, (whatever excellence. £he may be arrived at) and a multitude of 
manufactures, the bread of numbers of the people, the cafe is different. 
The bufinefs then is to harmonize agriculture and manufactures; that is" 
carry both as far as pollible, without making ufe of means which'injure 
either of them. ' 

If we fuppofe a million of people employed by a manufacture in the 
prefent flate of the political fyftem, that million of fubjects, and the 
amount of their earnings, are fo much profit to the ftate:--Not beca:ufe 
manufactures employ them fo much the more beneficially than any thing 
eIfe, but by reafon of a want of better employment. If the legiilature, 
by a preceding manag'ement, had ..gradually turned that million of manu
facturers into cultivators of wafie land, no body can doubt a moment but 
they would be better employed, and would increafe their numbers infi
nitely more than if they continued manufacturers: Their bufinefs would. 
tend not only to maintaining themfelves and families, but giving food to 
millions of others. Reverfe the medal, and fuppofe this million no longer 
manufacturers, without the before-mentioned previous management of 
the legiilature, and then the importance of manufatlures (taking things 
as they are) appears at once; for inftead of maintaining themfelves, and 
adding their labour to the public £lock, they would either ftarve or remain 
a dead weight upon the public. 

From hence it refults, that fuch part of the nation as are employed ill 
, ..man~fa<tures, are profitably employed) as they would not find a main-

e ~ tcnance 
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tenance were manufaCl:ures annihilated. As to the propriety of that fyf
tern of politics. which is the caufe of there circumftances, it has nothing 
to do here; I fhall hereafter fpeak of that, when I come to confider the 
general frate of the people. - Agriculture being at a frand, or improv
ing but n.owly, a vaft number of the lower people do not find employ
ment in it. This is the cafe with whole towns, and numerous villages, 
:md even confiderable parts of families, whofe heads are hufbandmen; 
for a farmer, though he employs a certain number of labourers, yet does 
not, and perhaps cannot do the fame by all their families, who are able 
to work. What, in fuch a cafe, could thefe poor maintain themfelves by, 
<lid not manufactures come in to their affiftance? 

In the preceding {eCtion we have feen the value of our manufaCl:urest 
let us now endeavour to afcertain the number of people employed by 
them. This bufinefs was nearly done in the preceding fectiDn, in the 
inquiry into the value of the labour. It is difagreeable to mix fubjeCts in 
this manner; but as the number of people, in fome cafes, was ufed to 
difcover the value of the labour, and the labour in others to difcover the 
tlti'mber, fuch a flight tautology is unavoidable. To begin with wool. 

According to Chambers' account, quoted at page r80, the number 
employed in Great Britain and Ireland, in the manufacture of wool, is 
J,212,983. . 

The author of the Confequences of Trade makes the number (fee page 
180) 1,345,765. 

Davenant fays, the manufaCl:ure adds 9,000,000 to its value, (fee page 
18 I) which, calculated according to the price of labour before mentioned 
is equal in number to 808,655' ' 

To there I {hall add the following authorities, not quoted before. Mr. 
Anderfon"* fays," our manufacture of wool employs 1,500,000 perfons." 
The paffage feems to concern England alone; if we add therefore a fourth 
for Scotland, and the fame for Ireland, the number will be 2,25°,000. 

Sir :l\1atthew Decker t fays, " If Englifh wool was intire1y kept at 
home, the manufacturing of it mufr employ at leafi one million of 
people; who may be fuppofed to maintain at leafi another million of 

.. Hijlorital Dedu8ion oj Commerte. 

tCaufis oj the Decline of Foreign Trade, 1739,_ p. 58, 
helple[~ 
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he1plefs infants, &c. and the fame proportion for Scotl~nd and Ireland." 
All would be 3,500,000; deducting w:hat is run, it ~s 2,17r,770PCljollS. 

Chambers' account, - -
The author of the Confequences of Trade, -
Davenant, --- -
Mr. Anderfon, 
Sir M. Decker, 
The medium, 1,557,834 t 

I,~I2'983 
r,34-5,765 

80 4,655 
2,250 ,000 

!:l,I7 r ,77° 

This number is very confiderable, and proves the great importatlce of 
the woollen manufaaure; but if we confider the quantity fmuggled 
abroad, we fhall find this number, great as it is, ought to be much 
greater. In the preceding feaion, the quantity appeared to be 285,000 
packs; now, calculating thefe to employ the fame proportion in number 
as what we keep at home, the 10{s of employment will be found to 
amount to 951,644. And as foreigners, particularly the French, work 
up two packs of their own wool to everyone they receive of ours, and 
in goods which they could not make at all without ours, (uch a manufac .. 
ture, according to the proportions already laid down, will be found to 
employ ~,596,39~ of their people; and all this by means of our fmug .. 
gled wool! 

'Vere all the lands of thefe ifiands fully cultivated, and every perfon in 
them fully employed, this circumftance would not be fo melancholy a 
one; but while we have fo many millions of idle poor, it is really a very 
dreadful one. It is furely a proof of exceeding weak politics, to fuffer [ach 
a confuming 10fs for fo many years, as this nation has experienced. tIA 
perpetually to wafte it. The lofs of fo much employment, in the cou. 
of an age; becomes that of as many people: For the lower cIufiesQj' a 
fiate wafte or increafe in proportion to employment. There is not a 
demonftration in Euclid clearer than, increaft employment and you 'will 
increqfe the people~ If a new manufaaure was difcovered, which re,g'u-. 
larly maintained a million, in fifty years a million of people would be as 
good as added to our numbers; for what was wanting in a real increa[e 
would be made up in the difference between the number of the idle in the 
two periods. But of this more hereafter. 

The next manufacture is that of leather. In the Iaft {eaion the 
amount of its value was conjeCtured; and conjeCture is the only guide I 

t Pofilethwayte Cays, the SpanHh cloths alone employ a million of people, if {a, the 
t<>tal muft exceed the aboy.e~ See Diflionary of COmmer(I, Art. B~ITAX.~. 

C C ~ have 
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have to di[cover the number of people employed by it. The value was 
II,7 2 5,000 1. Now, as leather does not employ fo many people as woo], in 
proportion to the value, I mufl: not Hate the one according to the other, 
witl~out making a deduCtion upon account of that inferiority of employ
ment. This deduction, I think, cannot amount to more than the propor
tion of 2,725,000 l. to 11,725,000 l. Taking this as near the truth,. 
I {hall [uppo[e the value of leather to that of wool as 9,000,000 l. to 
] 5,700,000 I. the amount of our manufaCtured wool; and as the leather 
employs 1,557,000 people, the proportion of the former is 892,500 people 
eniployed by leather.-- I never offer any calculations or conjeCtures of 
this kind without feeling the great difference thef(~ is between fuch and 
authentic accounts; but the latter are fcarce ever to be had. Even in thofe 
writers, whofe authority is reckoned good, plain aifertions muft be 
accepted in lieu of authentic documents; and as I had rather adopt fuch 
aifertions (with the advantage however of comparing them together) than 
give freih ones of my own, I have, and !hall make, u[e of them upon that 
plan, giving the reader my authority. When an infpeCtor of the cuf
toms publi£hes, like Davenant, his political arithmetic, we have, at leaft,.. 
the fatisfaction of knowing, that the writer had real opportunities or
gaining his knowledge. But what an amazing number of affertions are 
even adopted by the nation, 'without a quarter of his authority? Nay,. 
what a number are to be found even in the works of Davenant himfelf,. 
not concerning -our imports and exports, that have no other authority 
than mere calculation and conjecture? But, as I remarked before, where 
authority is wanting, we mufl: compare the opinions of others, and 
adopt the medium; and where even opinions are wanting, it is then 
t,ime enough to add to the number of conjeCtures already in being. 

As to the ?TIanufaCtures of lead, tin,' iron} and copper; from the very 
great extent of them, I conceived them to employ more people than lea
ther. Suppofe, however, they only equal it, the number will then be 
892,500; fay, 900,000 people. 

Flax and Femp. 

Mr. Prior of Dublin, before quoted, fays, it is computed that the 
following quantities of rough flax, fuch as we have from Riga, worth 
40 s. per Ct. will give employment for the whole year to the following 
number of perfons, one with another, including fpinners, hecklers, 
weavers, bleachers, &c. viz. one Ct. of flax will employ for a year 2 

hands; a ton will employ 40 hands; 100 tons will employ 4000 hands; 
1000 tons will employ 40 )000 hands. Now, as the whole quantity ufed in 

Ireland 
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Ireland amounts to 3125 tons, it employs, confequently, I~5,000 hands; 
. and I 39"5 tons in Scotland, employs 56,250; together, 18I,Q50 people, 
befides a confiderable part of the home con[umption of Scotland not 
included. . But I fhould remark, that Sir Matthew Decker -ll<, in a £lighter 
calcll1ation of this fort, in refpect to linen and filk, r.eckons the number 
employed to maintain as many more; in which cafe, the number depend-
ing on this manufaCtory in thofe two kingdoms is 362,500 perfons. 

What number fhould be added for crambrics, fail-cloth, Englifh linens, 
&c. &c. I have no grounds to conjecture, but they cannot lefs than make 
the number 181,250 up 260,000. 

Glafs, paper, and porcelain, though by no means equal to many of the 
preceding articles, are certainly of very confiderable confequence in the 
employment of the poor; fuppofe they amount to 1,500,0001. and the 
labour ;0 of the fum; if the people earn 6/. per head, their num
ber will be 225,000. But this is a" mere conjecture. 

As to fi1k, Sir Matthew Decker ~!f computes, that the manufacturers of 
it earn, one w:ith~ another, 6 I. a head, and the amount of the labour 
i- of the value:. According to this calculation, the number em
ployed by it is 375,000. But with refpeCt to the cotton, there is no 
conjecturing the number, becaufe it is fo mixed with other materials; 
but fuppofing the value of it manufactured to be three times the prime' 
eoit, and the manufacturers to earn, as in filk, 61. a head, the number 
will then be '1.00,000. 1 know not what other ..rule to conjecture their 
amount by. -

Recapitulatio1t~ 

The woollen manufacture employs 
Leather, 
Lead, tin, iron, and copper, 
Flax and hemp, 
Silk and cotton, ---
Paper, glafs, and porcelaint: ~- . 

J,557,834 people.-
89~h500 
900,000 

200,000 

475',000; 

225,000 

-~-

4,25°,334 

I£;we deduct about 192,500 fromiflather, 100,000 from iron, &c. and 'alIi . 
the hemp, the remainder, 3,757,834, 1 fhould affign as England's ihare •. 

* Cau(es of the Decline.of Foreign Trade, 12IDO,' p. 107. 
Imufl:' 
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I mun here once more repeat what I have mentioned often already, 
that I do not prefume to offer thefe totals to the reader as accurate and 
conclufive; thofe which are formed from the opinions of others, or from 
faCts of acknowledged probability, I give as fuch, and where they are 
wanting, have fubftituted conjeCture in their room. I may probably be 
miftaken in many points, but I can fcarce1y think fuch miftakes to arife 
to any very 'Confiderable deviation from faCt. The preceding minutes 
certainly prove thus mueh, that the number of the people employed by 
manufactures is very confiderable. Four millions of perfons, without 
taking into account a great number of more trifling manufaCtures, is 
fuch a tota], as I muft confefs furprizes me, and yields ftrong reafons for 
believing there nations more populous than they have hitherto been fup
pofed by many politicians. But of this more in another place. 

As the political fyftem of Great Britain has rendered manufaCtures fo 
extremely necefTary to the maintenance of the lower clafTes of her people, 
it is highly requifite to keep them in fo flouriihing and vigorous a fitua
tion, as to be always on the increafe in value; for the perfeCtion of agri
culture not being the great aim of the legHIature, if manufaCtures droop 
the poor will ftarve, and a conftant lofs of numbers enfue: confequences 
which ought to be guarded againft with the moft unremitting diligence. 

It plainly appears from the preceding accounts, that the circulation 
occafioned by our manufaCtures is prodigious. 

That the number of people they employ bears a great proportion to the 
total fum of our inhabitants; and that our numbers, according to the 
pre[ent fyftem of policy, would lefT en greatly, were they fuffered to 
d,edine. And as our navigation and foreign trade will likewife be found 
to depend greatly on them, the neceffity of fupporting them in their pre ... 
fent condition, and extending them as long as we have any unemployed 
poor, mu1t be apparent to all. 

This lail circumftance ought to be. decifive; for it is ridiculous to com
plain of many hundred thoufands of-idle poor, without taking effeCtual 
means to render them othetwi[e. From the foregoing furvey it appears 
dearly, that materials to work upon are very far from being wanted~ 
fmce foreigners employ above two millions and an half of people, by 
means alone of our wool. Our manufaCture of glafs might be extended 
to fifty times its prefent amount, having no bounds in refpeCl: of mate
rials; and by employing the idle poor, might form a larger trade of 
e~porta.tion than we enjoy in that article at prefent. OUf metals are 

likewife 
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Ukewife inexhauftible, and forming the mofl: univerfally ufeful artiSes of 
exportation,. might be made to employ many more poor than they do at 
prefent. In iliort, no branch of thefe manufaCl:ures can be named but an 
increafe of employment might be found in it for great numbers. And: 
employment,~ as I before remarked, ihould certainly be carried to the 
utmoft extent, as the furefl: means of increafing the number of our people. 
The great evil we at prefent lie under is, the running of our wool abroad. 
Many propofals have been made to prevent it, but none that bid fair to 
compafs the defired end, except the general regifier fcheme. ObjeCtions 
there certainly are to that, but none near equal to taking no meafures of 
prevention, efpecially as that would certainly do the bufinefs. If the 
legiflature continue to reject a regifier, it is highly incumbent on them t<> 
difcover and execute fame other plan that will an[wer the fame end. 

cS E C T. IV. 

;CompariJon between the ManzifaElures of .Britain andthofe of other 
Countries. 

H A D we the moO: accurate account pomble of the Britiih manufac.., 
tures, yet the only true method of coming at their real importance 

is, by comparing them withthofe of· other nations. The veryabfolute 
neceffaries of life alone excepted, nay, without 'excepting even them, 
manufaCtures will be found in every infiance matters of trade and com
merce; foreign nations will give the fupply, if they are not made at 
home: And as that degree of indufiry, which is requifite for making 
fuch imports unneceffary, will certainly generate into exportation, and 
become a means of enriching any people, and of enabling them to pur
chafe thofe matters of foreigners which cannot be had at home without 
their being impoveriilied; fo is it highly requifite to direct that indufiry 
in fuch an advantageous manner, that more indufirious, or morefortu~ 
nate nations may not damp or deftroy it by the mere force of underfelling. 
Hence proceeds the connection between the.manufactures of one country 
and thofe of another: They are all in a .. conaan tfl:ate of rivaHhi p, info
much that thofe who fell cheapeft (quality as well as price .confidered) 
have it in their power to fl:arve whole provinces in other countries, though 
at three thoufand miles difl:ance. Now, as any fingle manufacture fel .... 
dom -flouriihes in a country but at an ex pence of more than it is worth; 
to have anyone or more in full vigour, it muft be .but as a link in a vaft 
chain of manufaCtures and commerce jaIl grow up together, and affifl: each 
:()ther in the growth, till at lail: a,vaft fyftem ofinduHry.is formed, which. 

2. ' . fiands 
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Hands oar falls, as it will bear the comparifon with thofe of other nations. 
Let us examine what figure the manufactures of Brjtain make when 
~iewed in this light~ 

It would bea very infirutl:ive, as well as an amufing tark, to {ketch 
the amount of the manufactures of Holland, and form a comparifon 
between them and our own; but unfortunately there are no foundations 
for fuch an undertaking. Modern travellers and political writers have 
firangely neglected this fubject. Sir Vvilliam Temple and de Vlitte are at 
this day the heft authors who have treated of the political fiate of HoI
land. That republic has long been on the decline *; it would be a curi
ous difquifition to inquire into the progrefs of that decline, by comparing 
their manufactures and trade at different periods. If we could difcover 
what they were when at their height, and the fl:ate of them at prefent, 
vve fhould fee clearly not only the progre[s) but he able to trace the caufes 
in the increafe of the trade of other nations, and pollibly in other circum
fiances at prefent unknown. But the amount of the Dutch manufaClures 
in point of the value of the raw materials, and that of the labour heftowed 
'on them, and thenumher of people employed by them, are all equally 
unknown. I ha've met with no minutes of thefe fubjeCls that even yield 
a clue to form a calculation by. In refpett, however, to the comparifon 
with Britain, let it be obferved, that they by no means equal us in any 
capital article: And, as to the whole amount, there is the greateft reafon 
to believe the advantage infinitely on the fide of there kingdoms. 

The fame obfervations are applicable to Germany; with this difFe-' 
renee, that being chiefly an inland country, her manufactures are thofe 
for home confumption, in a vaftly greater proportion than thofe of Hol
land; fo that whatever may be the amount of them, (of which I am totally 
ignorant) they are, and muil: be, of the lefs confequence to Britain. The 
northern nations are yet poorer in manufactures. 

As to Italy, Spain, and Portugal, it is well known they are not what 
de[erve the title of manufacturing countries. For although they.poffefs 
fome manufaCtures, and Italy in particular a few for exportation, yet· 
the whole is of fuch trifling confequence, when compared with thofe of 
Britain~ that no rivalihip is to be apprehended from them. 

Frai1ce then remains the only country unmentioned; and in ref peS: to 
her manufaClures, fome minutes may be found, which will affift in 

"* Sir \YilJiam Temple dbferved in 1668, that they had th~n paired the meridian of their. 
a:tde. 

iketching 
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ik.etching their amount; but calculation and conjecture mnft, I fear, be 
called in to affift, where explicit authority is wanting. 

M. de Voltaire fays, ", In 1669, forty-four thoufand looms for weav
ing cloths were computed in the kingdom. The manufactures of fil1{) 
being brought to great perfection, produced a commerce of more thim 
fifty millions of that time *;" or near 4,500,000 I. now. 

M. de BouTainvilliers afferts, that the confumption of gold and filve~ 
in the manufactures of laces, &c. amounted in 1754 to two millions t. 

The fame author fays, '" If the government was to take an account", 
Roufe by houfe, throughout the kingdom, they would not find a lefs fum: 
perhaps than ten milliards of indufl:ry t." This is exprefsly manufac~ 
tures confumed at home; for he is fumming up the prodigious quantity of 
()rnamens entilrement inutiles. Soon after, he fays, "If it was pallible 
to make an exact comparifoIT between the manufactures which- England 
annually employs for her own ufe, with thofe which France applies in 
the'fame manner, (I fpeak of national manufactures) we ihould find, in: 
proportion to' extent and population, that France confumed perhaps, fix. 
times as much. That is to fay, in the fame proportion, if an hundred 
thoufand' workmen were neceffary in that nation to fupply inferior: 
demand,S, five hundred thoufand would be wanted, for ours. 

Another writer fays, "The manufacturers of Lyons fend: abroad, 
more or lefs every year, as many different forts of workmanlhip in filk. 
as fell for fifteen millions: And Paris fupplies foreign countries in gold
{miths work', Jewellery, docks; watches, gold, and filver, lace embroidered, .. 
and a multitude of toys and trifles, to the amount of ten million~ 
more §:" Total, 1,09'3,750 I. 

An Engliili writer gives a detail of the export'of French manufactures
to England and Holland alone, when her commerce was at its height" 
amounti'ng in the whole to 4,SOO,oool.lJ which now would be 7,692,OGol~ 
The proportion between the real value of French money now and in., 

=I/o. Siecle de Louis XIV. tom. ii. Pi II20 

t, Les Interetsde fa France mal entmdus, tom.,ii. p. 121. I7S6~. 

t Ibid. tom. ii.i. p. 229. or 437,750,000 I. 
§ Memoire det Marq. du Mirebeau pcur concourir ou prix, p. 254. 
II An Inquiry into the Revenue, Credit, and Commerce of France,. 8.vo • . p. 3.7, &c~ 1742.:. 

It is chiefly copied from Fortry, who had undoubted means of gau11ng mtelhgence. 
. D d, 1683~ 
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1683, being as 117 to 200, according to Voltaire, that is, 117 millions, 
were then as good-as 200 now. 

It appeared before ~hat foreigners gained by Britifh wool alone 
above 24,000,000 I. Suppofe the {hare of Frarice i- of this, it will be 
19,200,000 I. 

The reader will doubtlefs fee the impoffibility of calculating the exact 
-amount of French manufacbires from thefe pafl"ages; but they, neverthe
lefs, are not without their ufe; for fuch prodigious feparate articles muft, 
when joined, amount to an infinite fum. I am fenfible they are declined 
:!ince the date of fome of thefe articles, but then, the very fact of their 
being once fo confiderable in them, while we know they have been 
gain.ing in others, is yet a matter of great confequence. That vafl: expor
tation to England and Holland is greatly lefTened; but then, they have 
one to the Weft Indies, Spain., Portugal, and efpecially the Levant, which 
at that time did not exift: It is likewife fuppofed they have loft fome 
millions of people, but yet, their numbers at prefent are very confi~er
able., amounting, by the loweft calculations, to 16 or 17,000,000; the 
home confumption of manufaCtures among whom, with a confiderable 

. exportation, muft, altogether, amount to a prodigious annual total J and 
forms a fyfrem of induftry highly to be dreaded by any rival nation. 

We may therefore venture to determine, that the French manufaCl:ures, 
although we know not the exaCt proportion of them to the Britiili ones, 
are of great importance in the commerce of Europe: And if a conjeCture 
is allowed, I iliould apprehend them fuperior in amount to our own; and 
moil certainly they are more to be dreaded by us than thofe of all Europe 
befides. 

vVe iliould confider, that the French fupply their own confumption 
'With almoft all the necefTary manufaCtures. The amount of this, added to 
their exportation, muft form a fyftem of induftry of vafl: extent: For 
fuppofing they pofTefs in proportion to Britain, fetting any fuperiority of 
our exportation againft their confumption, which M. de Boulainvilliers 
fays is fix times greater in proportion than ours, their manufactures will 
by that role amount to a prodigious total. 

SEC T. 
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SEC T. V. 

Of the means of promotil1g the Britijh MamifaRuru,! 

As it appears from the preceding review of our manufactures', that 
they are undubitably of infinite importance to. the benefit of 

thefe kingdoms, in bringing vaft fums of money from foreigners, and 
giving employment to feveral millions of hands, who, were it not 
for them, would, according to our prefent fyftem of policy, :fI:arve, 
or become a moft heavy weight upon the community, it is fmely an 
inquiry of very great confequence to attempt to difcover the beft methods 
of promoting and extending this fyfiem of manufafrures; fince there is> 
great reafon to apprehend their not advancing will fpeedily be followed 
by their declenfion. 

But indifcriminate and general encouragement is' not that upon whicft; 
the profperity of our manufacturing interef!: depends. I have already 
confidered them under two heads; thofe working upon our own pro ... · 
duers, and· thofe working upon foreign ones. It is very plain~ that the 
former are of:the higheft value, '""nd confequently no encouragement 
£bould be given to the latter, that can in any manner be of detriment to 
the others; and if both are under an equal want of affiftance, the firf!: 
fhould always have it in preference to the laft. There are an hundred 
reafons for making this diftinerion; but one ortwo will fet the propriety 
<>f it 'in a clear light. A very IG\rge deduction is to be made from the pro
duer of thofe manufaerures which are wrought from foreign materials on 
account of fuch materials. Thus, we pay abroad an immenfe fum for' 
raw filk in hard money; whereas if a million is received for woollen 
goods, the whole is profit to the nation; no fuch deduerion being made 
from it. Secondly, A great precarioufnefs attends the former manufac
tures. If foreign princes or flates refufe us the raw commodity, our manu
faerurers flarve; if bloody wars in fuch countries prevent the production, 
we are in the fame melancholy fituation; if the production fails through 
natural caufes, it is the fame. Qur manufaerurers have often experienced 
bad crops of cotton in the Levant; - and woful is the condition of many 
of our fabrics in fuch a cafe. Thus it appears, that many caufes may 
operate to the 'hazard and deftruerion of thofeofour. manufaerures which 
are wrought from foreign products. And thefe reafons, as I before 
obferved, are fufficient to induce us to give ,the greateft encouragement 
to the other fpecies. 

Dd2 But 
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But thofe which are gained from nothing, if I may ufe the expreffion, 
fuch as glafs particularly, and paper, &c. are fuperior in value to all; 
which everyone muft be fenfible of, who confiders the receipt of their 
production is alfoLllte profit. Suppofe all the wool of Britain fold abroad 
unmanufaCtured, and the hands at prefent employed on it turned to 
making glafs; the general produCt (providing a market for the glafs was 
found) would be infinitely greater than before. --As far therefore as a 
market can be procured, thefe manufaCtures are, of all others, the moR: 
profitable and important. Next come thofe which work up our own 
valuable ,produCts ; and, lafily, thofe which depend on foreign ones. 

I 

But whatever fhould be our policy in promoting our beft manufaClures, 
none fhould be difcouniged. All kinds of them thrive beft in company; 
that is, in the fame country. It is an infinitely difficult matter to raife 
manufaCtures 4t once, among a people who polfefs none; but it is an ea[y 
matter to add new ones where there are an hundred old ones. The fpirit 
of induftry is eftablilhed, and a general ingenuity among vaft numbers of 
people. Is it not apparent, that a weaver of any kind would fooner be 
taught a new fpecies of weaving, which he never faw, than a labourer 
from the plough ? It is for this reafon that manufactures are [0 very diffi
cult to fix among thofe who have not been accuftomed to them. Toima
gine that Colbert was the father of the French ones, is a great miftake; 
and M. de Voltaire's account of them by no means juft; for one would 
imagine from him that the minifter created the whole [yftem. It is true, 
he extended them infinitely, and was the creator of the exportation in 
French bottoms; but France fold to the value of five millions fterling 
before Colbert was heard of. 

As lingle manufactures of all kindsfhould therefore be confidered but 
as links of a vafl: chain, none of them ihould be flighted; for even the 
beft will flourilh in fome meafure through the influence of the worll. If· 
any of the inferior ones lhould therefore have fymptoms of a future 
decline, fuch meafures ihould be purfued as are moft likely to prevent it: 
But when in a flourilhing ilate, though not of a great extent, no very 
vigorous ones ihould be adopted for caufing a great increafe, if the fame 
attentio?, differently directed, would advance a more important manu
facture ."'. 

Such 

'.l< A French author of the prefent age draws a comparifon between different kinds of manu· 
f<lames upon ene,ther principle, anJ there is much truth in his remark. He fays, " The 
d['lire of ufurping commerce wo,:lJ have it (-"allow up all induftry; but they are ignorant of 
a ceUZlin principle, the demonihalion of which returns upon us every moment, viz. that; it 

is 
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Such being the [cale of importance in which our manufaClures fhould 
be confidered in refpeCt of encouragement, the next point to examine is, 
the different means of promoting their interefis. 

I. The profperity of all manufaClures depends upon the purchafing 
the raw illaterial at a reafonable price, and the procuring the necdfary 
labour at the fame. If thefe circumfiances do not combine in the manu
faCturer's favour, it is impoffible he fuould afford his goods fo upon a par 
with foreigners, and the confequences of not equalling other nations in 
cheapnefs, is not only lofing the exportation, but, in multitudes of infiances, 
the home confumption likewife. As to the raw materials, I do not find 
many complaints of the Britifu and Irifu manufacturers not being able to 
procure them at a reafonable price: thofe of our own products are pretty 
regular in their rates. It is true, they have rifen within a certain num
ber of years; but if the prices of all forts of commodities all over Europe 
in a given time rife ten per cent. manufacturers of any country cannot 
fuppofe the materials they work upon fuould he the only ories to _ keep 
down. Their rifing with the refl: mufl: not be called being at too great 
price: The reafouable rate is, always being in proportion to every thing 
eIfe at home and in other countries. The fame obfervation is applicable 
to the price of labour, about which our manufacturers have clamoured 
exceedingly. Labour mufi rife with the neceJIaries of life: while they are 
rifing all over Europe, even proportion would be defl:royed, if that was 
not likewife to advance. And when comparifons are made between _the 
price of labour in Britain and Ireland, with that in France and Holland, 
the mere pay of the workmen per day is alone no proof at all; the only 
jufl: comparifon is, by the quantity of work a given fum of money will 
procure in either country: For mof!: certainly the pay of a weaver in 

is much better to export the raw mate,rial, than fuffer a lofs upon the fi~!l: fale in favour of 
• manufaaures; for this nril: lofs, and the fucceeding multiplication of it, may never return. 

In lonng the view of the natu:al exiil:ence of things, and their fituati.on in t~e ~rand circ~e 
profperity, we are led a~:ay ,m the fir£t il:ep •. If we .had confidered mdufl:rv ll1 Its real ut!
lity, which is that of facilltatIllg the confu.mptlo~ which neceffity alone occaflOlls, we fhould 
have com prized in the moil: ufeful the fabrics which were the moil: grors, as the moa proper 
for a great number of confum7rs. ':V~ fhould have know.n, that we~e the.p~op!e in a/t~lte of 
wearing c10aths and /hoes, thuty mllhons of woollen habIts, and fixty. mdllOns of paIrS of 
fllOes yearly, would employ more workmen, occafion a greater fale, maintain more cattle, 
procure more manures, and confcquently better harvefl:s, than would the making of all the 
tapeil:ries, all the fine dyes, all il:uffs of filk and cotton, all the glaffes, and all porcelains 
in Europe. We might fee, that the conaant profit of the principal confumption is demoll
ftrated by faa, fince the more magnificent manufaCtures cannot be fufl:ained but at a great 
expence to fovereigns for the efl:ablifument and the purchafes, while millions of trifling 
retailers fubfiil: without difficulty upon the {ale of the loweil: merchandizes. But when once 
we have mifl:aken our way, we have no fixed guide, but court a glimmering for echh, 
whereof the common effeCt: is to miilead us yet more." Thcorie de L'lmpot, p. bS. 

France 
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France may be but nine-pence a day, and that of one in England a {hil
ling, and yet the Englifh manu£1Cturer may underfel the French one all 
over the world. The hours of working,--the ability of the workman~ 
and the time of recreation or idlenefs, may make a much greater differ
ence than this. There is no fatisfaaory account of the price of labour 
in thefe three countries, with a juft comparifon, yet publiihed in the 
Engliili or French languages; it is impoffible therefore to affert, that our 
manufacturers are underfold, becazife of their high price of labmlf. 

However, whether they are underfold upon that account Of not, it is' 
highly expedient, for the good of our manufactures, to keep the price of 
labour as low as is really confiftent with other prices; particularly in two 
refpeCts ;--in contriving that workmen {hall work full hours for their 
pay, whatever it is; - and in not fuffering them to have any certain 
dependance for a future maintenance, but on the ftrength of their own 
induftry. If thefe points are not effeCted, let prices be high or low, there 
can be no balance between the price of work and general prices. To extend 
thefe refleB:ions to their utmoft, would be to anticipate future fubjeB:s, 
and bring confufion upon the whole. It is fufficiently clear, that our 
whole fyftem of poor's laws aCt very contrary to thefe ends; and the 
remedying {uch tendency is aU the favour our manufaCturer~ want in 
refpeCl: to the price of their labour. There is great reafon to believe, 
from the very fuperior ability of our workmen, that were thefe points 
properly managed, our manufaaurers would underfel all Europe, at leaR 
as far as concerned the price of their labour. 

II. It is a certain faa, that the French and Dutch have long, and do at 
prefent, underfel us in the Spani1h and Portuguefe markets in feveral fpe
cies of goods; and that the French have drove us aImoD: out of the Levant 
trade; but thofe who have had the beft means of gaining information, are 
very fenfible that this' lors is not owing to high prices of labour, but a 
want of attending to, and pleafing the tafte of the purchafers. The light 
druggets, commonly called the French drugget, is a well worked cloth, looks 
neatly, but is very thin, light, and cheap: This is the manufacture which 
thofe warm countrie.s affea. Now, the fine Eng1iili broad cloth is, beyond. 
all doubt, a proportIOnably better cloth, and has ten times the wear in it 
which weighs fo much with our manufacturers, that they cannot be per': 
fuaded to make goods fo inferior to their common ones; and this obfl:i
nacy has prevented our gaining that trade which this cheap French inven
tion beat us out of *. 

I have 
'* The French, fays an anonymous writer, were the firf!: introducers of this manufacture' 

~n.l are, at this time, the fole venders thereof in the Lillion and Spanilh markets, to the ver; 
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I have inferted this cafe as an inftance in which our manufaCtures frand 
in need of our fuperior attention: confiderable branches may in this man
ner be loft for· want of attention. The means of preventing fuch ill 
effeCts are,· firft, to have a confiant opportunity of difcovering the difeafe 
the moment it begins; for which purpofe there ought to be infpeClors 
of manufaCtures appointed under the board of trade, to take a regular 
account of the imports and exports, and as much of the home confump
tion as poffible, that as foon as any change or falling off of aflY branch 
enfued, due inquiries might be immediately made into the caufes: And 
if, as in this infiance, foreigners were found to underfel us by new 
inventions, or any other means, a proper method might be taken to pre
vent the extenfion of the evil, and regain the 10ft ground: Nor :/bould 
fuch important bufinefs be left to take its own courfe, but fpirited encou
ragement given, until a perfeCt fecurity was gained. We fee, in the cafe 
of Penryn, that even. uncommon private attention and indufl:ry was eauly 
(itifamo1fily) overthrown, and rendered unfuccefsful; whereas had the 
event been under the infpeCtion of the board of trade, and that board been 
in pofTeffion of a power to fupport and carry the attempt through to per
feCtion, what noble confequences would have enfued! A very valuable 
branch of manufaCture regained, and with it many articles of exporta
tion, and other advantages, ever attendant on fupplying foreign markets: 
For thofe who export one fpedes of merchandize have it in their power 
likewife to promote the fale of other fpecies, and to gain an advance 
upon thofe who have but one or two articles to trade in. The French, 

great detriment of our trade. Va rio liS attempts have been made to make this ufeful manu~ 
faCture in this kingdom, and thereby to rival our enemies in this branch of trade, but none 
that I have heard of have fucceeded, except one of the worthy proprietors who efta·bJifhed 
the manufaaory at Penryn in Cornwall. This gentleman, whofe uncommon diligence in 
promoting the good of his country deferved a better fate, went himfelf into thofe parts of 
France where this branch of manufaaure was carried on, and difcovered the p'rinciples on 
which it is made, and afterwards eftablifhed at a great expenee a manufaCture thereof at 
Penryn, where he made druggets equally light aHd fine with thofe of France, and could 
deliver them at the Lillion markets for the fame price that the French do theirs; and, if 
he had had a quick return, get a good profit for himfeJf. But, reader! cxprefs thy fur
prize! when I tell thee, that this branch of manufaCture, which would be attended with 

. fuch national advantages, was intirely flopped, and the worthy introducer thereof almoft 
ruined, becaufe he thought it his duty to vote againft the prefent reprefentatives of the bo
rough of Penryn at the laft general eleCtion. Thefe druggets are made in France of the 
heft of the Spanifh or Turkey wool, which is very well prepared, and fcribbled; and 
afterwards fpun into the fin eft yarn that this wool can be fpun into. When placed in the 
loom, the chain and filing, or warp and woof, muft be of one quality, and be driven pretty 
dofe, as this cloth muft not be beat up clofer after it is wove; (thefe lafr particulars are 
what the generality of our manufaCturers have erred in) a yard of this c1oth~ which is half
ell wide, when finifhed, fhouJd not weigh above four ounces. The French fell their drug
gets at Lillion from IS. 6 d. to I S. 10 d. per yard." Propofitiom for improving the Manu
fatlum, & •• if Great Britain, 8vo. p. 32. 1763' 
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by adding an article to their exports of fuch confequence to the fouthern 
markets, were certainly enabled to extend their traffic even in other 
articles, to the great increafe pollibly of thofe which might before have 
been trifling. For infiance, a houfe at Liibon was fupplied by the Britiih 
merchants with large quantities of cloth, and a few other articles of Bri~ 
tiili manufactures; but the French inventing a drugget, which outfels the 
Englifh cloths, he is obliged to have them to fupply his markets with: 
Thus, a new correfpondence is opened, which before might not exift. 
The French merchants take the opportunity of fupplying the chief 
demand to recommend their own manufaaures, which anfwer the fmaIler 
articles he takes of the Englifh; and as there is much lefs trouble in few 
dealings than in many, the Portuguefe is induced at once to clofe with the 
propofition, if the French goods are as cheap as the Englifh, and very 
probably if they are a fmall matter dearer. Thus, the Britifh exporta.., 
tion is deprived of feveral articles in confequence of the 10fs of one mate
rial one; -and this is generally the cafe in trade throughout the world.
I have iketched the means of preventing fuch evils, which might very 
eafily be executed, and would be attended with divers good confequences. 

i\nother misfortune attending manufacturers being left fo much to 
1themfelves as they are in Britain, and which might readily be remedied 
by the infpecrors jufl: propofed, is the making goods of a bad kind,
and for the fake of great profits, deflroying the credit of the nation in all 
commercial matters. It is true~ we have many fiatutes to guard againft 
this villany, but laws which do not execute themfelves are much worfe 
than none. The condua of the French is wifer. "It would be tedious," 
fays a very fenfible and well-informed writer, " to enumerate all the 
ordinances and arrets of council which have palled in France upon this 
fubjeCt; thefe prefcribe an affize of meafurement and quality in the feve
ral manufaClures of woollen and linen cloths, gold and Glver brocades~ ala
modes, lufrrings, leather, hats, paper, tapefiry, glafs, and all other kinds 
of neceffary implements and utenfils, made and wrought in each refpec
tive province. And for the prevention of frauds, in putting a faife glo[s 
or colour, or ufing bad materials in their compoution, marks and ftamps. 
nre fixed upon them by way of fanction of their .being made anfwerable 
to the ftandard. And it is ordained by feveral arrets of c0tmcil, that all 
the manufactures which do not an[wer the marks and fiamps [0 refpec
tively put upon them, ihall be expofed upon a gibbet in the public 
market-place, with the name of the maker wrote underneath, ~~t fu11 
length; and upon a repetition of the like deceit, the maker himfelf to be 
chained to the gibbet for a certain number of hours, and ever after 
deprived of his freedom to work in the fame trade. It is by fuch punifh.~ 

mente 
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ments we £bould endeavour, on our part, to prevent the like frauds~ 
which may deftroy the credit of any of our manufaQures, that credit, 
upon which the pallibility of their being fold at all, doth intirely depend. 
It is a ftrange neglect in policy, that in a national concern, any tradefman 
ihould be fuffered, with impunity, to facrifice the honour of his country, 
and create fuch diffidence and diHruft amongfl: foreigners, as to leffen our 
general intercourfe of commerce, and bring a 10fs and difgrace to the whole 
kingdom *." One inftance of this deftruCtion of national credit I !hall 
add. The manufacture of guns for exportation to the coaft of Africa, 
&c. in the neighbourhood of BriftQl, affords them exceeding cheap; the 
barrels, if I miftake not, for half a crown or three ihillings each, but 
by making them in a moft fcandaloufiy dangerous manner, and totally 
unproved, they burft in the hands of the people who ufed them, and con
fequently to the deftruCtion of our trade, as much as to the perfons of 
the purchafers. This (and fome other inftances of the fame ftamp) was 
what enabled the French to rival us fo fuccef.fully in the African trade, 
and to beat us out of the North American Indian one. The manufacturers 
laid the blame upon the Briftol merchants, and afferted, that they had 
more than once offered to prove every barrel for an additional fix-:pence 
in the price, but were always refufed: And thus~ between both, the trade 
itfelf was near loft, and in a manner which is very ihocking to think of. 
What a proof is this of the neceffity of infpectors of our manufaCtures, 
for the prevention of any fuch vile goods being fent abroad. 

III. There are many manufactures of fo exceedingly complicated a 
frame, that the price of labour, were it as low as pollible, would confume 
almoft all the profits. In fuch, machines have been introduced, and are 
of infinite benefit; the experience of which has extended them to a few 
other cafes, and in whatever works they are ufed, they infallibly lower 
the prices greatly of all the goods that are n\ade by means of them. This 
is a fact fo well and univerfally known, that no perf on affigns the want of 
more to their not fully anfwering the ends expected; but in general to 
an opinion embraced by fome, that they ihould not be extended too 
far on account of depriving numbers of people of their employment. But 
as others have advanced arguments to the contrary, I ihall lay the ftate 
of the controverfy before the reader, and afterwards endeavour to extract 
the truth. 

Montefquieu fays, " Thofe machines which are defigned to abridge 
art are not always ufeful. If a piece of workmanfhip is of a moderate 

• Lr,ws (Inri Po,'icy oj England relating to Traft, 4to . p. 39. 1764-
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price, fuch as is equally agreeable to the maker and to the buyer, thofe 
machines "vhich would render the manufaCtory more fimple; or in other 
words, diminiih the number of workmen, would be pernicious." 

Another likewife obferves, " --- Nor can there be any reafon 
for difcouraging or difcontinuing thefe minute advantageous labours 
till a kingdom is found (upon fome other accounts) to abate in its 
populoufnefs. Hence it is, that all inventions which perform the 
work of twenty people, with one pair of hands, are, upon the whole, 
detrimental rather than ufeful in. a well-peopled country, except 
you can have fure and quick vent for what commodities you thus pro
duce. 

M. de Boulainvilliers enters mOre particularly into the debate. "A 
malady'" fays he, " is expanded o.ver our arts. I would fpeak of ma
chines which tend to fimplify and diminiih the labour in our manufac
tures. The cabinets of our mini£lers are every day filled with projects 
of machines proper for leffening the number of hands employed in our, 
fabrics. From hence it refults, that a multitude of artizans in France 
are become ufelefs, and mu£l offer their indu£lry to others. I do not 
fpeak only of fprings and movements. All the manufaCtures of the 
kingdom will foonform themfelves; they will be in no want of artizans. 
The fir£l objeCt of manufaCtures is employment, or, which is the fame 
thing, of giving fubfi£lance to a great number of men. Wandering 
from this principle, is contradicting the in£litution itfelf of arts; it is 
diminifhing the number of men; for, every time that we place bounds 
to fubfi:fl:ance, we do the fame to population. So e:fl:abliihed is our pre
judice, and fo generally is it received, that we are come to confound the 
product of induftry with the means of fub:fl:ance, which ought to create 
induftry; two things very different in their principle and objeCt.--Let 
us fuppofe a manufaaory to employ ten thoufand citizens, and on the 
other hand five hundred machines, which produce the fame amount of 
labour in the fame art. It is certain, that the fir£l gives a' living to a 
much greater number of fubjeCts, and therefore completes a much more 
important object. The maintenance of ten thoufand artizans, who dravl 
their fubfifiance from a branch of indu:fl:ry, forms in the £late a multitude 
?f ~the: fmaHer manuf~Ctures. But to fet the inconvenience of this pre
JudIce m the fhonger lIght, we mu£l begin by curing another. I fpeak 
to thofe who efl:abliih it as a principle, that when a machine diminiihes 
the artizans of one art, that they directly apply themfelves to another.
Since the taHe of mankind is fa very refined, and that one great Iuxury 
~tways fucceds ar.other, the arts are hecome [0 complicated, that a man 

has, 
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has not time in the courfe of his life to mailer above Olle. If he lofes 
that by any accident, he can never have any hope of replacing it: If It 
was not fo, we fhould not find in every revolution, which happens in an 
art, fo many idle men, and fo great a number of ufelefs fubjeCls.-It is 
objeCle~, (and here lies the firength of their' fyfiem) that machines,in 
diminifhing the price of labour, bring in great riches to the fiate: But 
they do not bring into their account the precarious manner in which: 
thefe riches are difiributed; they concern only a fmall number 9£ particu-
lars, the proprietors of the machines. They cannot demonftrate geome
trically, that a fum of ten millions, which circulates amongft fifty thou
fand manufacturers, is better for the fiate than one of an hundred which 
circulated amongft a thoufand *." 

Thefe are the chief writers I know that are agai1!fl the introduction o( 
machines; let us now take a view of thofe that are for them. 

M. D' Angueil remarks,-" Indufiry and the genius of mankind has 
a fucceffive influence upon the price of manufaClures in diminifhing the 
labour in the number of hands employed. Such is the effetl of water 
and wind-mills, and other machines of a precious invention. Silk-mills, 
I have already mentioned. Thofe for fawing planks, in which, under 
the infpetlion of one man, by means of a fingle ax, he may, in a windy 
hour, cut ninety planks, each three toifes long. The looms for ribbolls, 
with twenty or thirtytbuttles, ufed at Manchefier and Glafgow, and ifl 

Holland, and doubtlefs k'nown elfewhere. It is, however, objected, that 
every machine which diminifhes the workmen half, at that infiant takes 
from half the means of fubfifiing, at leafi until a new employment is 
found for their induftry, . either in fome work for which frefh hands are 
wanting, or at leafi by means of fuch good markets caufed by the ma
chine as doubles the interior as well as exterior confumption. Such 
indufiry is not always ready to replace a man in employment; nor is it 
probable that other manufactures ihould want workmen, while fuch num
bers of poor are a charge to the fiate; and efpecially as thofe workmen, 
without employment, chufe rather to be maintained in a fiate of charity 
and idlene[s than in a manufacture to which they are firangers .. In fine, 
that confumption has bounds; but in fnppofing it even doubled, it dimi
,niilies again when foreigners have procured the fame machines, from 
which time the inventor receives no further benefit from his invention-." 

* Lcs Interets de la France mal entendus, tom. iii. p. 272 -- 278. A perf on who fits 
down, profefTedly to tranflate an author, is inexcufable jf he fails,in any refpeCl:. I hope it 
is otherwife with a quotation: the fenfe of a writer in this cafe, though without. his' elegance, 
appears to me preferabJe tQ an extraCt in a foreign language. 

E e 2 Other 
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Other rea[ons are likewife added, fomething Eke thofe which the water
men on the Thames urged againft building 'vVeihninfter-bridge. 

But thefe objeB:ions are but fpecious ones, except with thofe who take 
the abufes and the burthens under which commerce is em ban-ailed, for 
facred and neceffary principles. What! -- becaufe we multiply the 
means of fubGfting in the ftate without labour; -- becaufe we diminiili 
the means of fubfifting but by a labour bunhenfome to liberty ;-becaufe 
the length of apprenticeihips deprives all the manufaB:ures of an infinity 
of fubjeB:s neceHary to them; --becau[e the privileges and monopolies 
of foreign commerce prevent an increafe of confumption ;-we muft there
fore renounce the benefit of lowering the price of labour, unlefs that can 
be done without diminiihing the Dumber of workmen! Thus the burthen 
impofed upon induftry brings forth only new burthens; on the contrary, . 

. the efforts of induftry rendered free, would produce freih induftry among 
men, who, living by their labour, are animated by emulation and necef
fity. Why not attend to the induftry of other nations, who, by availing 
themfelves of machines, force us to adopt their ufe to preferve our interefts 
when we meet at the fame market. The fureft profit is always enjoyed 
by that nation who is moft induftrious; and, all things equal, the nation 
whofe induftry is the moft free will be the moft induftrious. I allow, 
however, that the ufe of machines !hould be gradual, left a fudden ufe 
of them occafion a too great vacancy in employment:. But this prudence 
is not particularly necefiary, except in a flate of' fuch difadvantages as 
fubfift at pre[ent; befides, whether from the difcouragements on inven
tion, or the proximity of perfeB:ion, our induftry feems to be at a point 
where gradations are foft, and vi.olentchanges. the lefs to be feare.d *." 

M. Bertrand fays, "It feems there are certain fpeculators, who appre
hend danger from the introduB:ion of thofe machines which !horten 
labour~ But if they fometimes diftrefs the workmen, it is never for a 
continuance. In a land of indufiry, the more people the more employ
ment, an? the greater ~h?ice. For example, one would have thought 
tha~ the dlfcovery of pnntlllg would have ftarved the copyifts; infiead of 
whIch, there are more than ever. Befides the printers, compofitors, cor
reB:ors, bookfellers, paper-makers, there are a thoufand times more 
authors tha~ there were in the fifteenth century. And how many more 
wor~men nllght yet have employment, if, like the indufirious Chinefe,. 
w~ dlfcovered the admirable fee ret of rewhitening written-paper? It is 
faId, that near Pekin there is a village intirely inhabited by workmen, who 

l!\. Lu ddlJontagN & Defodvantages, &£. p. 293. 
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clean old paper. The neceffity of fubfifience animates indufiry, and 
doubles it '*." 

A fenfible writer in our own language fpeaks as fellows upon this fub
ject:-" Since the price of a manufacture depends fo much on the wages 

. paid, and the numbers employed in making it, fa confequently the fewer 
that {hall be employed about it, the cheaper will be the manufacture. 
Now, in order to complete a work by few hands, engines and machines 
are contrived to fupply the place of a greater number, by the help of 
which, the moil curious pieces of art may be finifued in a little time, 
and at a fmall expence. The Dutch, who never fpare induilry where 
money is to be got by it, yet make ufe of engines and machines where
ever they can make them an[wer the purpofe, and fave the expence of 
labour. Infiances of this appear in the great number of mills for fawing 
of fiones and wood, which by the guidance of one or two men perform. 
the work of a multitude. Here it may feem firange, that in a difcourfe 
concerning the benefit of employing our people, a recommendation fhould 
be offered of that which mufi defiroy the neceffity of their labour. All 
that can be alleged in anfwer to this is, that fince otber nations do make 
ufe of fuch engines, and are thereby enabled to offer their productions at: 
a low rate; it is in vain for us to perfevere in toilfome methods which; 
will lay us under an obEgation to demand larger prices for our commo
dities, in proportion to the greater cofi in making them t." 

In Sir James Stewart's Inluil:V, I find the fllbject fully debated·; the: 
following extracts will give his fenfe of the matter. -" A machine which. 
will abridge the labour of men, cannot be introduced all at once into all> 
extenuve manufaCture, without throwing many people into idlenefs. The 
introduction of machines can, I think, in no other way prove hurtful by 
making people idle, than by the fuddennefs of it: and 1 have frequently 
obferved, that all fudden revolutions, let them be ever fa advantageous" 
ruufi be accompanied with inconveniences. ·--1 want to make a rampart 
crofs a river, in order to eJlabliili. a bridge, a mill, a iluice, &c. for this. 
purpofe, I mna turn off the water, that is, fiop the river;, would it be a. 
good objection againfl: my improvement to fay, that the water would, 
overflow the neighbouring lands, as if I could be fuppofed [0 improvi
dent as not to have prepared a new channel for it? Machines ftop the 
river; it is the buunefs of the flate to make the: new channel, as 
it is the public which is to reap the benefit of the iluice. -- If the: 

*' Ejjay fur L'Efprit de la LegiJlation, Benz. Mem, J7 65, tom. ii •.. p.> II9~ 

-i' Laws and Policy, &c •. p. 4.2. 
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machine proves hurtful, it can only be, bec;luic it prcfents the flatc 
with an additional number of hands bred to labour; confequently, if 
thefe are aftervvards found withom bread, it muit proceed from a want 
of attention in the fiatefrnan; for an indufirious man made idle, may con
fiantly be employed to advantage, and with profit to him who employs 
him. What could an act of naturalization do more, than furnifh indu
ftrious hands, forced to be idle, and demanding employment? l\1achincs 
therefore I confider as a means of augmenting (virtually) the number of 
the indufirious without the expence of feeding an additional nuinber; this 
by no means obfiruCts natural and ufeful population, for the mofi obvious 
reafons.--Vje have {hewn how population mufi go on in proportion to 
fubfifiance, and in proportion to indufiry: Now, the machine eats 
nothing, fo does not diminifh fubfifiance, and indufiry (in our age at leafi) 
is in no danger of being overftocked in any well-governed flate; for let all 
the world copy your improvements, they frill will be the fcholars. And 
if, on the contrary, in the introduction of machines, you are found to 
be the icholars of other nations, in that cafe you are brought to the 
dilemma of accepting the invention with all its inconveniences, or of 
renouncing every foreign communication.--Upon the whole, daily 
experience {hews the advantage and improvement acquired by the intro-, 
duCtion of machines. Let the inconveniences complained of be ever fo 
fenfibly felt; let a flatefman be ever fo care1efs in relieying thofe who are 
forced to be idle; all thefe inconveniences are only temporary, the advan
tage is permanent, and the neceffity of introducing every method of 
abridging labour and expence in order to fupply the wants of luxurious 
mankind, is abfolutely indifpenfable, according to modern policy, accord
ing to experience, and according to reafon. -- An expedient found to 
operate mon: admirable ~f!eCts. in reducing the price of manufactures, (in 
thofe countnes where hvmg IS rendered dear, by a hurtful competition 
among the inhabitants for the fubfiflance produced) is the invention and 
introduCtion of machines. vVe have in a former place anfwered the 
principal objections which have been made againfl them, in countries 
where the nurnber3 of the idle or trifling indllf1:rious are [0 great, that 
every expedient which can abridge labour is looked upon as a {cherne for 
itarving the poor. There is no folidity in this objection, and if there 
were, we are not at prefent in quefl: of plans for feeding the poor, but for 
accumulating the wealth of a trading nation, by enabling the indufirious 
to feed themfelves at the expence of foreigners. The introduction of 
machines is found to reduce prices in a furprizing manner: And if they 
have th.e effeB; of taking bre~d from hundreds, formerly employed in 
performmg theIr fimple ?peratlons, they have that alfo of giving bread 
'to thoufands, by extendll1g numberlefs branches of ingenuity, which 

without 



SECT. V. MANUFACTURES. 

without the machines would have remained circumfcribed within very 
narrow limits. .vVhat progrefs has not ,building made within thefe hun
dred years? \Vho doubts that the convcniency of great iron works and 
faw-mills prompts many to build? And this tafte has contributed greatly 
to increafe, not diminifh, the number both of fmiths and carpenters, as 
well as to extend navigation. I {hall only add, in favour of fuch expe
dients, that experience {hews the advantage gained by certain machines 
is more than enough to compenfate every inconvenience arifing from con
folidated profits and expenflve living; and that the tirf!: inventors gain 
thereby a fuperiority which nothing but adopting the fame invention can 
counterbalance -l\~." 

Thus have I ventured to lay before the reader the fentiments of feve
ral authors, in extraCts of fuch a length, that an apology may, by fome, 
be thought nece!fary for inferting them: but the great importance of the 
fubjeCt induced me to give their opinions full play, that by fuch an oppo
fition of arguments and a!fertions the truth might be difcovered. 

It appears very clearly to me, that the writers for machines have greatly 
the advantage of the argument. Montefquieu's fuppofition of the mode
rate price between huyer and feller deftroys the total effeCt of his opinion,. 
becaufe there is no fuch thing as that moderate price; the moment one 
mercantile nation offers manufaCtures cheaper than another, it will com
mand the trade, be the former price as moderate as may be, and fiarve 
the rival workmen. 

Mr. Harte likewife condemns their ufe only in cafe of not poifeffing 
a Jure and quick vent for the goods thus produced, but the very end of 
machines is the acquifition of fuch a quick vent; nor can any fale be fo 
{ure as that which is founded upon cheapnefs of price. If the machine 
does notanfwer thefe purpofes, it will fall of itfelf.--There are none yet 
invented and in ufe but what immediately a,nfwered thofe points, and con
tinued with equal fuccefs, until foreigners copied them. There is reafon 
from hence to imagine, that this very ingenious writer objeCts but flightly 
to them. 

M. de Boulainvilliers' objeCtion to machines is founded upon their 
taking bread from numbers, who, he infifts, cannot earn it by a new 
employment; and aHerts, that the riches procured by them are ufelefs" 
from the few hands they come into. But Sir James Stewart fully an,[wers. 

'* All Inquiry into the PrindplliS of Political Ouo71omy, 4to, vol. i, p. x 19, ! 767. 
3 the 
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tl1e two firfl: of there objeCtions, by proving, that machines give employ
ment to thoufcll1ds, by an additional confumption, (mentioned likewife by 
M. D'Angueil) and that in a vafily greater proportion than they diminiih 
it; and, as to the fecond, his comparifon of the machine to a naturaliza
tion aCt, it is very jufl: :--indufhious hands that want work will always 
find it in an indufirious manufaCturing nation. The objec1ion to the ine
quality of the poiIeffion of the riches acquired by machines, is not indeed 
exprefsly anfwered, becaufe it is fuch an one as no bqdy could have 
expeCted. M. de Boulainvilliers :fhould certainly have remembered, 
that money cannot enter a trading manufaCturing country without circu
lating, and it cannot circulate without caufing employment: indeed the 
very term means no more than payment for merchandize, goods, or labour 
received. -- The objeCtion to the ufe of machines therefore, urged by 
there authors, are more than anfwered by the others, and the point efl:a
blillied, that it is highly expedient to ufe them. But I :fhall venture a 
few remarks before I difmifs the fubjeB:, on thofe points which I think the 
above-quoted writersfor machines have not fully explained. 

The examples there produced of the praB:ice of other nations are very 
pertinent; if the French or Dutch underfell us by means of machines, it 
would be highly impolitic not to copy them. I have already, in this 
[eaion, remarked the danger of being underfold by foreigners, even in 
one article, and :fhevm that the lofs of feveral, and lafily, of a whole trade, 
follows that of a trifle. The French begin to underfell us in a commodity 
at Lillion, the manufaCturing of which employs five thoufand indufl:rious 
hands :--In this fituation, a machine is invented, which will make the 
old quantity of that commodity, with the labour of only one thoufand 
hands: it is eHabli:fhed, and the trade regained at once, with fecurity. In 
this cafe, four thoufand hands are rendered idle, and deprived of bread. 
Let me even extend the fuppofition farther than is necefIary, and fuppofe 
the legiihture to take no care to provide them with freih employment. 
The misfortune is a very great one ;-but let us reverfe the medal: inftead 
of acting in this manner, we aim only by common means to regain the 
market, and of courfe meet with no fuccefs: they increafe their exporta
tions, and in the progrefs of ten or a dozen years, we find our expor
tation of this commodity at an end-~dwindled to nothing. The differ
ence of thefe cafes is only that of four thoufand at once being out of 
employment in the one, and four hundred annually in the other. But 
then comes a difference infinitely greater: with this branch our rivals 
ha,Te wormed us out of three or four others; and at the end of twenty 
Tears more, very probably have drove us fairly out of the whole trade, to 
the deprivation (though gradually) of the work of forty thoufand reople. 

Let 
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, Let no one imagine this fuppofition too extended. View the prefent 
fiate of our Levant and Spani:fh exportations; recolleC1: what they were 
once; and dread the being underfold in a yard of tape, as a fureforerun
ner of the lof~ of.a whole trade.-No one furely can in this cafe afTert, 
that the machme IS not of very fuperior benefit.-Let us imagine another 
cafe.. . 

. In the infancy of a new manufaCl:ure, which bids fair, if wrought cheap 
enough, to be of confiderable importance, difficulties are found in fixing 
a proper price for exportation; the labour requifite is much and compli
cated, the afpeC1: of the undertaking lowers. A machine is introduced 
that fimplifies the performance, and lowers the price forty per cent.
exportation fucceeds, the manufaCture flouri:fhes, and the nation is en
riched. Where is the mifchief of this machine? M. Boulainvilliers 
makes no diftinB:ions. 

How many inhabitants the lefs.does this country pofTefs on account of 
our prefent machines, our filk-mills, flocking-frames, water-mills, wind
mills, iron and copper-works? 

Foreigners are in poffeffion of a branch of exportation wrought by 
induftrious hands, out of which we want to beat them: In what manner 
fhall we form the endeavour? by the expenfive round of labour, or by 
a machine? It is odds if the firft anfwers; the invention of the latter 
enfures fuccefs. 

The reader certainly remarks, that thefe cafes are upon fuppofition, 
that no new employments are found for the hands left idle by the ma
chines, who muft difcover them or ftarve, or be maintained as paupers; 
and under fuch conditions we find they are of infinite confequence, and 
ought to be highly encouraged; but if we fuppofe the .legiflature watchful 
to the employment of the people, and takes care that If a certain number 
are deprived of one work they iliall have another, than which nothing is 
more eafy, as the people are iriduftrious; were they ufed to idlenefs,. 
nothing indeed would be more difficult than their employment; in this 
cafe, the benefit of machines is yet greater, and their introduCtion into 
any branches of induftry whatever perfeB:ly fafe, Sir James's caution of 
ayoiding a too great fuddennefs obferved. 

It will here doubtlefs be afked, About what are the legiflature to employ 
the induftrious -- people rendered idle by machines? The employ
ments which judicious and well-contrived laws yield, are infinite. The 

F f great 
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great foundations of employment in this nation are agriculture and manu
factures; while we have a full half of thefe iflands wafte and unculti
vated lands, it is an affront to common fenfe to a:fk what to do with indu
ihious people. I have in a former effay proved, that the full cultivation 
of our foil ought to be the firft of all objects, as it is by far the moft pro
fitable. To alfert that it is beyond the power of the legiflature to caufe a 
vaft increaie of cultivation, and of courfe of employment, is abfurd. I 
iliould enter further into a proof, had I not been fo particular before.
But it is replied, That it is not hufbandmen, but manufacturers, that are 
idle and in want of work.--I have obierved among many manufactures, 
that when the pay of the farmer exceeds that of themafter manufacturer, 
and many times without, upon account of change and agreeablenefs alone, 
that the workmen of the latter let themfelves frequently to the neighbour
ing farmers for a certain. time, when there is much bufinefs.; and this 
notbecaufe. they want work in their own profeffions. No manufac
turers earn greater wages than wool-combers, and yet I have feen 
whole tribes of them hoeing of turnips; which is a work even of nicety; 
and in harveft and hay time, it is well known that a great number of ma
nufaCturers, all over England, are in the farmers" pay.-l produce thefe 
infl:ances only to prove, that people, though their profeffion IS weaving, 
<:ombing, &c. &c. yet are able to ,do the work of hufbandry., Indeed 
one's reafon is fufficient to tell one, that little, befides firength, is requifJ..te 
in mcft of the works of agriculture. It would be ridiculous to afTert, that 
fawyers, for inftance, are too delicately formed for thrafhing or Ibad-

~ ...' , . 
ll1g . 

. The m~ntion of fawyers reminds me of fawing mills, and the firange 
neglect of this country in not copying. the Dutch * in this refpect. The 
number of fawyers in thefe kingdoms is immenfe, and that number all 
hardy :Chong fellows, who ought to be otherwife employed: the not 
uiing mills lays an exceeding heavy tax on all the articles of confump
tion relative to building, even the moil necelfary;. on our :Chip-building, 
and confequeBtly on our trade and navigation. Such height of impru-
dence is )1.aDdly to be matched. . . 

Agriculture therefore wouId (properTy directed) empToy moft of the 
hands which machines rendered idle, and there is no neceffity for its 
eUlploying all; becaufe thofe whofe age, firength, or former occupation 
were moil contrary to the builnefs of hl1iliandty, might be employed in 

.* The D~tch mi.lls are exceHe.ntly contrived: thofe ~t Gottenburgh are "';orked by the 
·Vo.'lnd, and 10 contrIved as to ratf\! the timber out cf the [ea. HojfelquiJl's Vayages to the 

r LeVa/if 1 8vo. p. 6. X 7 66. 
other 
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other manufaCtories; and as to the difficulty of learning again, it is 
in numerous branches a very flight affair, and would be vafl:ly facilitated 
by having worked at another buunefs before. \Vould not a weaver of fays 
or bays be taught to weave rufTels and calimancoes much fooner than a 
blackfmith? or than one who had never learnt any trade? However, we 
frequently, in manufacturing towns, fee the very circumfiance I fpeak 
of. When a new branch is introduced, the mailers of it are at fome diffi
culty in the very beginning, but theyget over it: not by employing 
people who never worked at any trade, but by fetting thofe to it who 
have praCtifed a buunefs of fome refemblance.--In {hort, there cannot 
be a more falfe opinion than to imagine indufirious hands rendered idle 
cannot be found with new employment in fuch a nation as this. The 
legiflature might, at a very fmall expenee, (but if it was a large one, it 
matters not) eftablifu a manufactory in that place where a machine had 
oecauoned idlenefs, to yield new employment, in cafe individuals did not, 
on private views.--\Vhen I make ufe of the exprefilon, tbe legijlature 
to do jo and jo, I apprehend the reader underHands my meaning to be 
nothing more than providing the money neceifary for fuch undertakings; 
that the government may appoint either private agents to manage the 
affair, or by means of infpettors, as before-mentioned, under the board 
of trade. 

From whatever circumftances this fubjeB: can be con:G.dered as relative 
to; from whatever points of view it is beheld, there is the greatefi rea
fon to believe, that machines for jimplifying work and abridging labour in 
malllifaflures are adl:zirable in,ventions, q( pr?~igiollS life in rendering com
modities cheap, and m employwg and mazntazmng great numbers of people. 

IV. As it appears fo firongly, that felling manufactures cheap is the 
only way to have them flourifhing, no methods of attaining that end 
ihould be overlooked. I have already endeavoured to prove, that on this 
account there iliould be a balance between the price of labour and that of 
proviuons, that foreig~ers may not be ,able to underfell ~s; for ~his rea
fon likewife, the jituatzon rf manzifaflorzes fhould be attenaed to WIth great 
care at their efiablifhment. There is always a difference between the 
prices of provifions, &c. in ,great- cities and in, the countrz; fo that t~ey 
may rife in the former too hl~h for ,the ,profpenty?f manufaCtures, whlch 
therefore fhould ever be efiabhfhed 111 dlilant provlllces. 

I know it may be urged, that the prices of provifions are frequently too 
low for the profperity of manubB:ures, (indeed oftener than too high, 
while there remains no exa!.:1: balance) and in that cafe, the rife occafioned 
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by a great city will be advantageous; which is fo far very juft; but this 
leads me to remark, that the luxury and debauchery of them will:. at all 
times, occafion more mifchief thaIl to balance this benefit. 

Provillons certainly may rife to fuch a height all over the kingdom, that 
the labouring poor muft work fix days in the week to be able to live, and 
even good hours every day. That is precifely the proper height of prices; 
but then, an additional price will have evil confequences; mafiers muft 
rai[e their wages, and that mufi be attended with a greater price of the 
manufactures; the competition of foreigners then takes effeCt, and the 
whole fabric goes to ruin. This height of prices exifts in London, for 
inilance, when the country enjoys the exaCt medium. - By the height 
of prices, the reader will doubtlefs underftand houfe-rent, and all nece.f
fm"ies of life as well as food. . 

Thefe faCts fufficiently :£hew, that the fituation of manufaCtories is an 
article of great importance; and confequentlyone way of promoting their 
profperity is, by eilabliiliing them in the country inftead of great cities, 
and removing thofe into the country which are already in London; a bufi .. , 
nefs which may by fome be thought a difficulty, but an earneft endeavour," 
I am perfuaded, might effeCt it. 

V. So much has been occafionally mentioned on the prices of provi:" 
fions, that it is neceffary to add a few remarks upon the balance between. 
them and labour. Hitherto I have been particular in expreffing the necef
fity of high prices, as conducing fo much to general induilry; but this 
has been conftantly upon fuppofition, that our prefent policy is conti:" 
Hued, of forming no other balance than forms itfelf. But if a proportion 
be minutely enaCled to remain between the price of labour and the' price; 
of neceffaries, in all its variations, then the cafe would be different, and 
the lower the prices of the latter the more our manufaCtures would, thrive •. 
But here again is another difficulty; the proportion laid down muft extend 
to every fpecies of labour whatever, or elfe manufaCturers, did it only eon .. 
cern them, would quit" their refpeCtive avocations, and turn hufbandmen,. 
artizans, or what not, for the fake of better wages. 

This proportion would be no eafy matter to lay d'own, and yet lefs to 
execute equaUy; bu~ yet I be.lieve it might be done. It muft be very 
comprehenfive: for wfiance, It mufi not be taken from wheat or bread 
alone, but ~rom every thing. ,Wheat, ~e will fay, is fifty :£hillings a quarter» 
-malt, th;rty-fix i-rye, thIrty j-nce, two-pence per pound ;-falt-fifh, 
three halr-penc~;-butter, fix-pcnce;-chcefe, (the medium. between 

~ fu~ 
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Ret, two and three meal) two-pence half-penny ;-beef, three-pence half
penny ;-mutton, four-pence ;-pork, four-pence ;-candles, feven-pence; 
-foap, feven-pence;--potatoes, two fhillings per bufhel. All thefe 
articles fhould certainly be taken an account of, and doubtlefs many more, 
for the labouring poor of the whole nation. To there fhould be added 
the price of doaths, {hoes, a~d fiockings, of certain denominated kinds;
houfe-rent alfo; but by what rule, I know not. Thefe concern the 
poor in general; but thofe who find their own infl:ruments and tools for 
their feveral bufineiTes, ihould have an addition of their price. 

I have only fuppofed prices for the fake of explaining my ideas; let 
us fee what proportion can be gained from them. 

I. s. d. 
A quarter of wheat, - 2- 10 0, 

A quarter of malt, - - - I 1,6 0 
A ditto of rye, - - - l- ID 0 
A pound- of rice, 0 0 2 
Ditto of falt-fiih, - 0 0 I 11 

-.:: 
, Ditto of butter,- -. 0- 0 6 
Ditto of cheefe" - - - 0: 0 2~ 
~itto of beef" -- - 0. 0 S!.. 1.. 

Ditto of mutton,., - - - 0 0 4 
Di tto of veal, - - 0: 0 4' 
Ditto of pork.;; 0 0 4-
Dittle of candles, -0 0 7 
Ditto,of foap; - -- 0-' 0- 7' 
Ditto of faIt,. 0 0 I~l 

:I.; 

A bufhe1 of potatoes., _ - 0. 2 0 
A yard of woollen cloth, (to be fpecified), 0 3 6 
A pair, of fhoes,. (to be defcribed) - 0 5 0' 
A ditto of ftockings,. ( ditto), - 0 2 6-

£. 6, 12 T 

Thefe prices we find amount to fix pounds twelve millings -and feven-
pence. Suppofe it is enaCted, that the jufiices of the peace, at: every' 
quarter-feffions, ihall, in a fpecified manner, be informed of the prices; 
of thefe neceiTaries; and when the total appears as above, have a power' 
of fixing a day's labour- (whether: in. huibandry, manufactures, &C.' &c. 
only with the addition of tools in fome cafes, as above-mentioned) of 
twelve hours at one ihilling, or what other price was found more ade-· 
quate; and one of fourteen hours, or more, or Iefs" in. proportion; th.at 

IS, . 
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is, in fewer words, a total of from 6 l. 12 s. to 3 1.5 s. to be a penny 
an hour; from 4l. 19 s. to 6l. I2S. to be three farthings; from 3 I. 6s. 
to 4l. 19 s. to be an half-penny; from I l. 13 s. to 3l. 6 s. to be a far
thing; and above 8 I. 5 s. to rife in the fame proportion, an:l e::;.C~l E:~Z1.
tion to hold from feffions to feffions. 

This is a mere ik:etch, and I am very far from inferting it as an accu
rate matter; I mean only to ihew a compendious method of flating a 
proportion. As to the objeCtions which may be made to the fums and 
quantities I have affixed, there are numerous; -- for infiance, rice is 
aD much a necefIary of life as wheat, and yet the price might fink to be 
cheaper than dirt, without being felt in the total; hence the neceffity of 
not bringing fo large a quantity of wheat, rye, and malt to account as a 
quarter; and yet, it mufl: not be reduced fo lDw as foap and candles, &c. 
becaufe food is more necefIary than cleanlinefs or candle-light. Firing I 
omitted, which ihouId not be forgot, both coals and wood, and that again 
without juft forefight, would, near coal-mines, occafl.on other difficulties. 
-Moft of the articles :fhould therefore be rated by the pound; but then, 
the number·of pounds fhouId vary in proportion to the ufefulnefs of each 

• 1 artlcJ.e. 

\Ver-e proportions between labour and prices of neceffaries thus fixed, 
the poor would always be [ecure of a proper maintenance, as their pay 
would ever rife with a neceffary rife of their expences; nor would they 
facrifice any thing for this benefit but the ability of fometimes earning 
enough in two days to maintain them a week, which in fame cheap years 
is the cafe at prefent. A facrifice which would be hig:l1y advantageous to 
them, for fuch great earnings always lead them into drunkennefs and 
hzinefs, and aconfcque.nt deep wound to our manufactures. Thofe who 
are maR conver[ant with the conduCt of the labouring poor, I doubt not 
.are thoroughly fenfible of this. 

VI. .The laft me~ho? of p,!"o:n?ting our ~anufaaures in general, which 
I !hall ll1fert here, IS tnat or gl\Tll1g bountles on their exportation, which 
is in many cafes the mof!: powerful of all. 

p:pplying a iha~e of the public income to the benefit of particular trades, 
Dr iets of people, IS thought by many a fpecies of inequality and injufiice; 
. ~l1d as !L1ch has been much raded againfl: in the bounty on exported corn. 
i\!e:ertnelc[s, that bounty has proved one of the noblef!: and mofi truly 
-.latlOr:al meJ.fu.re~ that ever was adopted by any people; and fimilar ones, 
-' D. c.;.~;; of Ce:dWIDg manufactures, would operate dfetls proportionably 

<IS 
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as great. When the private manufaB:urers of one nation come in compe
tition with thole of another to fuppfy a foreign market, and threaten to 
beat them out of the fale; what can, in all probability, prevent the lo[s, 
but the interpofition of the public? This interpofition ought firft to con~ 
fiO: in general laws of encouragement, fuch as the preceding articles 
which 1 have minuted; that is, by carrying the police and management 
of manufaEtures to as high a pitch as poffible; but after -that is affeCled, 
and foxeign rivaHhip yet likely to take place, particular bounties iliould 
then be applied, which are fuch powerful engines, that nothing but a 
foreign nation adopting the meafure can keep you from ftarving their 
workmen. We have feen this; in the bounty on corn, without finding 
them wife enough to follow us for fixty-fix years: at Iaft they opened 
their eyes, and begin with- allowing of exportation. 

J before infianced the French and Dutch underfelling us at tlie Li:fbon, 
Spaniili, and Levant markets, in a light fpecies 6f druggets, of a very 
fmall price; and quoted the remarkable Penryn cafe, where an induftri
ous manufaClurer had efiabliilied a fabric of thofe druggets, which he
could afford to fell as cheap as tJ:1e French; and ifhe had a quick return, 
make a: reafonable profit for himfelf. Infl:ead of fuffering fuch an under
taking to be cruilied in its infancy, fuppofe a bounty had been granted 
upon the exportation of thofe druggets, we ihould .then have beat our 
rivals at their own weapons i regained a valuable branch of trade, and 

- t\v{lnty artides of exportation. we had. loft with it. W:hen we come to 
compare the navigation of Britain with that of France, we {hall find, that 
her I"evant trade maintains a fifth of all the failors employed by the whole' 
commerce of France. Now, if we confider the former itate of. our own 
trade to that part of the world, and the very trifling {hare France had in· 
it, we {hall at once difcover wherein that nation gained the advantage of' 
us. It was chiefly in the exportation of woollen goods, either by invent
ing new forts more adapted to the climate than the old ones we fent, or' 
eIfe by underfelling us in the latter. It was many years before our Tur
key trade fell in this· manner before the efforts of France; but one 
flight advantage brought on ~nother; ~rfl: in one article of ex~ortation, 
then in another, and at lafl: III all, untIl our manufaCtures recelVed that 
fatal tors, of almofl the whole commerce of the Levant; which, on the 
contrary, was jufi fo much clear profit to France .. Precifely the fame 
event has come to pafs in Spain, and is working its way in the Lillion 
market. It is no argument to affert, that our manufactures are mofiof ' 

. them as flouriiliing as ever ;--how then can we be beat out of a trade? 
Becaufe Out, American exportation .has increafed: was that any rule that 

. other branches ihould not at the fame time -decline? . 
From" 
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From thefe inflances we plainly fee wherein bounties would have faved 
.this nation not only the ,fifth of the' prefent French exportation, but much 
of that nation's Spaniih trade. For had bounties been given at firft upon 
thofe articles of manufaCtures which the French founded their fuccefs 
upon, we ihould have preferved thofe trades, as it would have been im
·poffibIe for them to underfell our cloths, &c. coming to market, with the 

'. advantage of a public premium on their exportation. The buunties, we 
'will fuppofe, might have amounted for a few years to an hundred thou
land pounds a year; but the pre[ervation of thofe trades might well be 
worth feveral millions. An hundred thoufand pounds are paid out of the 
:pocket of the public for the benefit of -not the manufaCturers alone, 
but of all the variety of poor people employed in making the numerous 
,exports in fuch trades as thofe were- to the merchants, failors, viCtu
allers, ihip-builders, and all that depend on navigation; - to the 
farmers in the employment of thofe poor, who would otherwife burthen 
their rates;--and to the landlords in the fame effeCt, with the addition ' 
.()f an increak in wealth and circulation, which raifes the value of their 
hnds. In one word, the public pays the bounty, and the public receives 
the benefit: And I apprehend this faCt to be fo invariable, that I do not 
think a bounty upon exportation (provided it was not on a new material) 
.could be devifed, which would not repay itfelf to the community at large 
with cent. per cent. profit. However, fome difl:inCtion fhould certainly 
he u[ed in granting them: when given to the proper objects, (if I may ufe 
the expreffion) they will never fail paying; - not cent. per cent.
but twenty thoufand per cent. 

Let us fuppofe the balance of our trade to Portugal to be 3°0,000 I. per 
:annum in our favour. A foreign nation invents a light cloth, which 
takes greatly in the Portuguefe markets, and fells it at twenty-pence per 
yard; our manufaClurers cannot afford fuch cloth under two ihillings, the 
confequence of which is, firfr, the lofs of that market for our cloths and . , , 
fecondly, as before explamed, that of the whole trade. But to prevent 
thefe confequences, the legi:flature throws in a bounty of fix-pence per 
yard on fuch of our cloths as are exported to that market; this enab1es 
,our merchants to underfell the foreign ones two-pence per yard, and con
fequently to [e~u~e the trade. . Perh~ps the exportation of the cloth may 
.amount to a mIllIOn of y~rds, m whIch cafe, the bounty will amount to 
25,000 I a year; the favmg, 3°0,000/.- double the bounty, will it ceafe 
to be the mofl: prudent meafure? Let us always remember, that we ihould 
not, in fuch cafes, calculate our 10[s at the mere amount of the former 
balance in our favour, but in that v-afl: variety of interefis, which are 
.llUrt and ,damag.ed by the 10fs of a large aCtive trade; fuch as employ-

ment 
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ment of the poor,-ftock of feamen,-navigation, general wealth, 
&c. &c. &c. 

A modern author gives a different in fiance, though to the [arne pur
pofe, of the benefit of bounties.-" Let me fuppofe a nation, accuftorned 
to export to the value of a million fterling of fiih every year, underfold in 
this article by another, which has found a fiilieryon its own coafts fo 
abundant, as to enable it to underfell the firft by twenty per cent. This 
being the cafe, the ftatefman may buy up all the fiili of his fubjetls, and 
underfell his competitors at every foreign ma.rket, rat the 10fs of perhaps 
250,000 I. What is the confequence? That the million he paid for the 
fi.ili remains at home, and that 7 50,000 I~ comes in from abroad for the 
price of them. How is the!50,000 I. to be made up? By a general 
impofition upon all the inhabitants.' This returns into the public coffers, 
and all frands as it was. If this expedient be not followed, what are the 
confequences? That thofe employed in the fi.iliery are forced to frarve; 
that the fiili taken are either upon hand, or fold by the proprietors at a 
great 10fs; thefe are undone, and the nation for the future lQfe.s the acqui
fition of 750,000 I. a year *." 

.. InquirJ into the Principles if Politi.al Oemmny, vol. i. p. 296. 

Gg E S SAY 
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E '8 s A y v. 
. Of the Prefent State of the B R I TIS H GO L 0. N I E S .. 

T: 0 treat this [ubjet\: to its utmoft extent, would require the com..:· 
. ~ pafs of feveral volumes; but a minutedefcription of the' cOlmtries 
, which form our American fettlements, or an hiftory of their 

tranfaCtions, are equally beyond the bounds of my plan. I mean to lay 
before the reader the prefent fl:ate of their agriculture, population, com
merce, &c. to inquire into the advantages we reap from them, and the 
probability of a continuance; and to point out wherein fuch advantages 
may be improved. Thefe inquiries will open. the way to many others 
very curious and important; in forming which, I forefee my principal 
difficulty will be, the [election of materials; for I have a profuGon ly
ing before me, a van many of which meifi, I doubt, be rejeCted, and. 
yet more to be compared before their authority is allowed. This extenfive' 
[ubjeet will not appear confined, if divided into the following parts: 

I. Prefentjlate in rrjpeR cif jituation, population, agriculture, manufac-' 
tures, and labour. 

U. Staple commodities. 

Ill. Benifits rejirltillg to Britain from her fettlements. 

IV. Defetls in their rJiablflbmentl and tbe means cif remedying them. 

V. Security?! their remaining under tbe dominion cifBritain. 

VI. Comth~rifon betczYJem them and the colonies qf otber nations. 

VII. Of forming new fettlemem's. 

Thefe articles of inquiry will, in their fubdivifions, include every thing 
that concerns my plan; which is to give, in proportion to my ability, a 
more comprchenfi·re view cf the Britiih colonies 1 in a [mall compafs, than 
is to be met with in any of the numerous volumes written on the fubjeCl: 
efpecially as feveral excellenti;70rks publiihed before the laft general peace 

. c n-are now very lln perre\.,.L. 
SEC T. 



COLONrES~ 

SEC T. I. 

Of their Sititation, Climate, Extent, Number oj People, In c reaje , Agricul= 
. ture, Commerce, Fifheries, lVIan zifaElu res, and Labour. 

F'4· OR a few remarks on the natural advantages of the Britiih colonies, 
.. I refer the reader to the beginning of the Firfl: Efia,y, where the fub

jea is touched upon juft [0 much as to give a tranfitory, but conneCled 
view of the whole Britifh empire: a few obfervations mufl: be added here 
OIl their 

Situation, Climate, and Extent. 

The fituation of the Britifh fettlements is advantageous in a very great 
degree; for the benefits which are at prefent known fo well to refult from 
colonies, depend, in a great mea[ure, on their diftance from the mother
country; for in this confifis the increa[e of navigation, and the confequent 
increafe of feamen. Our colonies enj9Y this advantage: I mention it not 
as a peculiar one, but as a benefit we enjoy as well as other nations; and 
in refpect of fituation, this circumfiance is the moft important, next to 
that fpeciesof it which cau[es a climate different from our own. The 
tlfe of colonies is the production of commodities which cannot be produced 
at home, that the manzifaElures of the latter may be exchanged for the 
produflions of the former, without foreign competition" which ufe would 
not be anfwered by fettlements in a climate the fame as that of the mother-. 
country. 

The climate of our American fettlements varies from the excefs of cold 
to extreme heat; and as that of Britain is temperate, the extremes are fo 
far the moft beneficial, as mofi requiring her manufactures: But then, it 
is to be remembered, that thofe of our colonies, whofe climate moft re
.fembles our own, yet vary confiderably from it: ·Hence a greater degree 
of benefit refults from them than if the temperature was exa6l:1y the fame 
in both. 

. When we fpeak in this manner of our American climates, we mufl: not 
be guided by their latitude, but productions. For inftance, thofe which 
are too cold to produce wheat; thofe which are fertile in producing it; 
and thofe which, however well they might produce bread-corn, yet pro
duce but little, on account of more valuable articles. The firft contain 
New Britain, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Canada, and New England. 

G g 2· The 
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The fecond, New York, New Jerfey, and Penfylvania. The lail, all 
from Maryland to the moil foutherly of the Weft lndian Wands. 

The difference between the climates of North America and Europe in 
point of latitude, is very remarkable; for latitude 45, which in Europe is 
that of the middle of France, temperate and warm enough for the pro
iluction of [uch excellent wines, is in America that of the middle of Nova 
Scotia, a region of froft, and almoil perpetual [now; a contrail very 
ftriking, but refolvable il1tO the vail: regions of ice and [now to the north, as 
far as the 82d degree, and probably much further; whereas the European 
and Afiatic continents terminate about latitude 70 ~i'-, and perhaps in no [mall 

degree 
* I {hall here take the liberty of tranfcribing a palTage on this fubjelt from a late writer, 

who in the courfe of his work gives many reafons to imagine him perfeCtly acquainted with 
that country, and others, which occafion a very different opinion. However, the following is 
not one of the latter. "Thefe fevere colds are commonly attributed to the woods, with 
which that continent is covered; and it is imagined, that the c1eari ng of thefe will abate 
the rigor of the climate, which is as contrary to all [eafon and experience, as all the other 
common opinions relating to that continent and the colonies in it. Now, as thefe vulgar 
errors proceed from an ignorance of the climate, it may be proper to -gi ve fome account of it 
here, as far as our room will permit. This coldnefsof the climate, which is felt all over 
North America, appears to proceed chiefly and principally from the three following caufes, 
be fides others which confpire with them, particularly the nature of the foil. 

I. That continent, in all probability, .extends to the north pole, as no end could ever be 
found to the land, although it has been fearched as far north as the latitude 80 and 82 
degrees. In thefe northern parts, America is as extenfive from eaft to weft; both Green
land and Spitzbergen appear to be parts of .!~at continent, or at leaft nig,hly join to it in 
th0fe frozen regions. Thus North America extends over :the greatefl:- part of the frigid 
zone, and is by that means conftantly overwhelmed with froft and fnow; whereas Europe 
and Afta terminate in or about the 70th degree of latitude. Thus America extends 
farther north than aflY other part of the world, aod by that means is [0 much colder. -
Europe is furrounded by the warmer ocean, which is always open; Afia, by an icy fea, 
(the mare gfaciaZe;) and America by a frozen continent, which occafions the diverfity of cli
mates in thefe three continents. 

II. That continent, which is thus extenflve in the northern parts, is one intire group of 
high mountains, covered with fnow, or ratht'r with ice, throughout the whole year. Thefe 
mountains rife in the moR: northern parts of the continent that have been difcovered in Baf
fin's Bay, and fpread allover it to New England. Hence" the coalt of Labrador is the 
highelt of any in the world, and may be defcried at the difl:ance of 40 leagues;" and in 
the wefl:ern parts, difcovereo by the Ruffians, they tell us, " the country had terrible hiah 
mou11lains, covered with fnow in the month of July." This was in latitude 58 degre:s, 
and the country to the fouthward of that, in 40 degrees, is by the Spaniards called jierras 
llevados, [noW] m~untains. "So a ridge of mountains rife at Cape TOllrmente, by Qyebec, 
and run fuur or five hundred leagues, forming the gredteft ridge of mountains in the uni
verfe," which fpread over all the northern parts of that continent. Thefe are what we tall 
the Northern Jnowy A1ountains. which extend to the 43d degree of latitude, alld render the 
whole continent unfit for agriculture to the northward of that. The river St. Lawrence is 
(Jnlya large arm of the fea, which runs up between thefe mountains, as Hudfon's and Baffin's 
Bay do in the north, in order to c;my off the [now waters. 

III. 
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degree to the height of the land. Thefe exceffive colds acting during a large 
part of the year, and the foutherly latitude in a hot fun, the reftofit caufes 
fuch violent variations, that many produttions, which one would imagine 
would flouriili there, by no means do. Even wheat, that hardy and 
almoO: univerfal grower, thrives not in New England. The preceding 
fcale of climates, according to produttions, points out thofe colonies at 
once which are the moO: advantageous to Britain, and likewife the rule to 
judge ofOthe climate of fettlements in general: The latitude mull not be 
our guide, but the produas of the foiL 

As to the extent of our American colonies, the accounts I have met 
with are various, but it will not be difficult to come near the truth. 

IIf. All the countries which lie within the verge of thefe m01:lntains, or north of New 
England, are perpetually involved in firofts, fnows, or thick fogs; and the colds which are 
felt in the fouth proceed from thefe frozen regions in the north, by violent north-well winds. 
Thefe are the peculiar winds of that continent, and blow with a fury which no wind exueds. 
It appears from many obfavations, that they blow quite aClo[q the Atlantic ocean to Europe. 
The great lakes of Canada, which are an inland fea, extending north weft for 12 or 1300 

miles, give force and direCtion to thefe winds, which blow from the northern frozen regions, 
and bring the climate of HuMon's Bay to the moll fouthern parts of that continent when
ever they blow for any time. Northerly winds are cold in all countries, (north of the line 
I Juppofi he means) and as thefe blow with fuch violence, and from fuch frozen regions, they 
are fo much colder than others. Everyone may obferve, that the extreme colds in North 
A merica proc~ed from the winds, as I found by keeping a journal of the we~,ther there for 
fifteen years; whence a north w1/trly and cold weather are in a manner fynonimous terms in 
all our colonies. 

Many imagine that thefe colds proceed from the fnows lying in the woods, bu~ that is the 
effeCt, and not the caufe of the cold. The quefiion is, What occafions fuch deep fnows 
in thefe fouthern latitudes? They who attribute this to the woods do not difiinguiili between 
wet and cold, or the damps of wood lands and froils, which are very different things; fo 
cifferent, that they defiroy one another like a ihower of rain in a froft. Thefe colds are 
fo far from being occafioned by the woods, that one half of th.lt continent, which is the 
coldeft, and from which they proceed, has not a wood in it; and is fo barren, that it does 
not bear a tree or a bulb. It is from this want of woods in the northern parts, and the great 
lakes, that thefe furious winds proceed, which are very much abated by the woods. In the 
woods thefe cold winds may be endured, hut in the open fields they are infufferable either 
to ma~ or beafi, and that even in the foltthern colonies. We talk from exptrience.-Hence 
if aU the woods in that continent were cleared, Canada and Nova Scotia would be as lInin
habitable as HuMon's Bay; our northern colonies as cold as Canada; and the adjacen~ fouth
ern colonies in the fituation of the northern, which would make a very great alteration in 
the affairs of this nation.-Let us not deceive ourfelves therefore, among other things, with 
the vain hopes of mending Nature, and abating the rigor of there inhofpitable climes; that is 
not to be done but by cutting off at leaft twenty degrees of that con tinent in the north, and 
levelling the innumerable fnowy mou~ta.ins, frol1l whicht~o caufes th,efe fevere colds pro
ceed." <['he prefent State of Great Bntam and North America, 8vo. J 707, p. 2'7' There 
is a great deal of jufinefs in thefe ideas, bu: they may, perhap5, . be extended too fa: : Thofe 
vaft woods may be an admirable ihelter agamfi the north-we~l: Wind, and yet clear1~g a p rt 
of them away upon the [ea-coa(l-, be of great benefit to the atl. Hence another wnter lays, 
fpeakinO' of New Eno-Iand, " The clearing away the woods, and the opening the ground 
every where, has, by giving a free paffage t? the air, ca,~ried off thofe noxio~~ vapours which 
wereJo prejudicial to the health of the firft mhabltants. Europ. Sm. vol. 11. p. 163-

Tp.e 
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The author of the Prifent State of Great Britain and .rrortb America, 
is certainly a prejudiced writer; fo!." his invariable purpofe is to reprefent 
our colonies as trifling fpots of larid, and by talking only of the cultivated 
parts, would reduce them all to a lefs fize than the mother~country. \Vhe
ther there is fome or much truth in. what he fays about their foil, matters 
not to the pre[ent enquiry of their extent: that writer has given their 
particulars in fquare miles, fo often, that I willi 1 could have depended 
upon hin, for his faas; but that is not to be done. His accountS> brought 
together from various parts of his work are as follows .; 

TJ'e whole from the Gulph of Mexico to the North Pole contains about 
1,6(lc)o')0 fquare miles a; All from New England to South Carolina, 
inciullve, 102,000 [quare miles b; New England and New York 16,000 c; 
New Jerfey and Penfylvania I I,OOO d; Virginia and Maryland 24,000 e; 
North and South Carolina 51,000 f. The whole Britifh dominions that 
will produce any thing the nation wants, from the ocean to the Miffi
fippi is 500 miles long and 550 broad, or 275,000 fquare, and all that is 
fit for culture but 137,000 g. 

Leaving thefe firange aJIertions for the prefent, let us pafs on to ano
ther writer much more candid: New England, according to him, is 300 
miles long, and QOO broad \ at the broadeR part; ~ay therefore, ISO, 
or 45,000 fquare; New York 200 by So, or 10,000 ' ; New Jerfey ISO 

by 50, or 7,500 k ; Penfylvania 250 by 200, or 50,0001 ; Virginia 
240 by 200, or 48,oOOffi; Maryland 140 by !30, or IS,200 n

; the 
Carolinas 400 by S 00, or 120,000 0; Georgia 100 by 300, or 30 ,000 P • 

Of Nova Scotia he only gives the latitude g; Newfoundland S 00 by 200, 

60,000 r, Salmon, although a trifling writer, is pretty accurate in his 
mea[urements: New Britain,. he fays, is 1600 by 1200', confequently 
1,920,000 [quare; Nova ScotIa 500 by 400 t, therefore 200,000 fquare; 
Canada 1800 by 1200, confequently 2,160,000 fquare ll. 

It would be very eafy to extend authorities to infinity, but it is need
lefs to give any more flnce mofi writers vary. I mall however examine 
our American dominions (by Emanuel Bowen's laft new map of North 
America) according to the treaty of peace concluded in I763, by which 
means fomething conclufive may be gained. As to the general extent 
the ufe of knowing it is but little, further than a matter of curiofity ~ and 

"P.134. b p. 23. t p. 131.. d p. '33, e lb. f lb. ~ p. 225. 

II Account of European Settlemmts) vol ii. p. 163' lIb. p. 186. k lb. I lb. 
".. p. 207· " p. 226. () p. 24[. P p. 264. q p. 274' r p. 280. 
• Geographical Dit/ionary, p. 587. t lb. 59 2 • 0 lb. 635. 

I 



SECT. I. COL 0 N I E S. 

as [erving to difcover the wilful miftakes of a writer who contracts it to 
1,600,000 fquare miles. 

If a line is drawn from the cape of Florida to the Icy-mountains, north 
ef Baffin's-bay, the length is 57 degrees, or 3,933 miles; the breadth 
varies greatly. The promontory of:Florida is but 100 miles broad; from 
Cape Charles, in Maryland, to the forks of the Ohio 700 ; from Cape 
Cod, Maffachufet's-bay, to the junction of the Miffifippi and the river 
La Roche 1000; from the north point of Cape Breton to the part of the 
Miffifippi neareft Lake Minity 1900; from Cape Charles, New Britain, 
to longitude 105, wefl:ofLondon, latitude 5°,2100. Now, Floridabe
ing fo very narrow mufl: be omitted, and its length 350 l:niles deducted 
from the above mentioned 3,933, there will then remain 3,5~3. The 
medium of the other breadths will not be far from the truth; but under 
rather than over it. It is 1425, con[equently the number of [quare miles. 
is 5,105,775, to which we muft add 95,000 for Florida and Newfound
land; the fum total will then be 5,200,775, very different froID I, 600,000. 
as the above-mentioned author afferted. 

But without fuch immenfe regions into the account, let us next enquire 
into the extent of thofe parts which either are cultivated, or will, in all 
human probability, admit of being fo, and that only to the extent of thofe' 
aceounts which we have yet received; for as many tracts to the north weft 
we have realon to believe them all inhabited, and know that New Britain, 
iIg by EfldmilU'x ; yet, as our knowledge of thofe countries is. very imper-
fea, I ihalLnot take them into the account. . 

Nova Scotia, New England, New York, Peniylvania and 
New]erfey, bounding. them by the river St. Laurence and 
the two lakes, form a pretty equal oblong [quare of 
900 miles long, and near 400 broad on a medium. 
This makes, 

Maryland, Virginia, and the country through which the 
Ohio runs, extending northwards to the [outhem banks 
of lake Erie, and in a level Ene from thence to the 
junction of the M iffifippi, and Moingona form another 
oblong tr-aCl, very equal, 700 miles long, and 350 broad; 
that is 

The two Carolinas, Georgia, and 311 tbe [outhem traer 
to theJevel of the Gulpl~ of rviexjco~ form a [quare 450~ 
miJesnorth to [outh; and upon a medium 650 eaft to 

, weft, or 

Square MileJ". 
360,00o~ 

292;500 
Florida~ , 
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Florida, 350 by 100 . 

The north weft inhabitable coaft of the river St. Laurence, 
I call but 20 miles broad; it is in length from Mon
treal to Iadufac 300 miles; this is 

The Wand which is enclofed by the lakes Huron, Ontario 
and Erie, and the river Utaevas, is an indented oblong 
360 miles long, by about] 50 broad on a medium: This 
country is faid to be moft Olf it fertile. --

The peninfula, between the l<ikes Illio,nois and Huron, and 
the ftrait between the latter and Erie, down to the 
former line, from the fouth of Erie to the junction of 
the MiffiGppi and Moingona, is an ovalsooo miles long 
by roo broad 

The country, bounded by the lakes Illionois and Superior, 
the MiffiGppi and the above-mentioned line, is an oblong 
360 miles long by 280 broad 

Total *, 

ESSAY V. 

Square Miles. 
35,000 

6,000 

30 ,000 

100,800' 

--
I, u~2,80o 

Thofe who will take the trouble of confulting the beft authors who 
ha ve given an account of North America will find, that thefe traCts of 
land are capable of producing; fome, all the neceffaries of life; moft of 
them plenty of food, and fome raiment. As to the benefits refulting 
from thefe immenfe traCts of country to Great Britain, that is a very 
different queflion: we :£hall by and by find that the lands the mqfl fertile 
in food and raiment are not thofe which form the moil beneficial colonies 
to a nation which even exports both. 

if For the fake of a comparifon, I add the European countries, which equal the ahQve. 

Great Britain and Ireland - 105,634-
Holland - 9,540 
Flanders 12,968 
France - 138,837 
Spain and Portugal 1'78 ,094 
Italy and Mediterranean iilands 75,576 
Swilferland 12,8S4 
Germany 181,631 
Poland 222,000 
Turkey in Europe, including Little and Crim Tartary - 212,240 
Denmark --- 14,418 

s 
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I have not joined the amount of our Weft Indian iflands to that of 
the continent; becaufe the value of the land bears no proportion in each : ~ 
the following table will {hew their extent pretty accurately. 

!flands. 
Jamaica 
Barbadoes 
Antego 
St. Chriil:ophers 
Nevis 
Montferrat 
Tobago 
Granada 
Dominica 
Barbuda 
Anguilla 

-
-

Population. 

Square Miles. 
6000 

J4° 
100 

80 

70 

65 
108 
280 
280 
200 
QOO 

7525* 

The population of the Britifh continental colonies gives an example 
of increafe, unknown in any other part of the globe; but furprizing 
only to thofe who do not confider the effect of fo eafily procuring plenty 
of fertile land. I fhall firil: lay before the reader the number of inhabitants 
in our colonies, and then add fome remarks upon their pail: and future 
increa[e. 

It is afferted by the author of the Prefent State, &c. That their num
bers amount to 3,000,000 t. In another place, he fays, it is 3,000,000, 

including thofe we have in Africa and the Eail: Indies t; but he fuppofes 
them again 3,000,000 in another place §. He fays, there are 800,000 
in Virginia and Maryland II. In another paffage, he fays, there are nigh 
a million and a half of people in thefe northern colonies, which he 
means I know not, but juft before he talks of New York, New England, 

* This table muD: ferve infl:ead of a more correS: one: the four firfl:~ and Tobago, are 
taken fr·,m Templeman's furvey, Granada and Dominica from Dr. Campbell's expreffions 
in his C?njidt'ratioll$ ; where, he fays, they are as large again as Barbadoes: The reft from 
multiplying tbe lcnsth by the breadth, but that in fome fbapes is deceitful. 

t p. 27 2 • :\:p- I?7. § p. 176• II p. 28 3-

H h &c. 
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&c. &c. thofe which produce notbing 'tvantz'1lg ill Britain, (p. I66) [0, I 
apprehend, it is north of Maryland and Virginia. Is it not amazing a 
writer of [enfe can be [0 inaccurate and e:ven contradiClory? It is [uch 
c··'o'umftances as thefe which make one cautious of depending upon a 
Luok, which were it confifient, would give us more information than half 
that has been wrote; but in another place, nothwithfianding thefe ran
dom affertions, he calculates them from the ta;xable people: He fays, 
" In 1755 they was computed to be I,6Go,000, when the moil exact ac
count of their number was taken ;" he adds an 8th for deficiency, 
which makes 1,800,000 at that time, but then he goes on--" And" 
perhaps, not much lefs than 2}000,000, befides 3, or 400,000 negroes;" 
from hence, fays he, " They cannot, at prefent, be much iliort of 
3,000,000, including negroes, of which many are daily purchafed *:' 

Another writer fays, The Inhabitanti of North America are reckoned: 
to be near 2,000 ,000 of people t. 

A third, gives the following account of their number: 

New England t 
New York ~ 
New Jerfey H 
Penfylvania ~ 
Virginia 'l\<* 

100,000 Blacks 
Maryland t t ---,...,. 

60,000 Blacks 

160,000 Blacks. 

-

Elacks and whites, exclu!ive of Carolinas, Georgia, 
Scotia, Canada and Florida,. "-"'"""! __ 

This account is therefore very incomplete. 

~ 

Nova; --

354,000 

90 ,000 
\ 60,000 

25°,°00 

65,000 

4°,000 

--
859,000 

--
1,01 9,000 

Another writer, and the moil:- accurate of all that have wrote on Ameri
ian affairs, fays, there are 25,000 whites and 39,000 blacks in South 

*p. 21 5· 
t CorifJderations on the r'rade and Finances oj this King{[om, 4to. 1766• 

t Eu:opean Settlements vol. ii. p. 168, copied from Douglas, who wrote many years 
-g('): thls, therefore, mufi be much under the truth. 

§ p. 19 1• \I p. 194· <1T p. 199. U p. 216. tt p. 233. 

Carolina: 
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Carolina oj:,: Another ['1ys, the total is near three millions t: Dr. Franklin 
fuppofes the total above a million :to 

Upon thefe feveral accounts, I muO: obferve, that the author of the 
European Settlements wrote fame years (about ro) ago, and collected his 
intelligence from other writers, who preceding him feveral years, info
much that the fountain head of his authority cannot be thrown back lees 
than 25 years from this prefent t~me; confequently the inhabitants of 
thofe countries are now double the amount he makes them, as we ihall 
by and by find that is the rate of increafe. Now, I apprehend, had he 
given the above table complete, the total would not have been far from 
1,200,000, by which account they at prefent amount to 2,4°0,000. As 
to the firft quoted writer's 3,000,000 he contradiCts himfelf; befides, one 
of thofe points which he feems to exaggerate is, that of the colonies popu
loufnefs, for upon it he founds feveral parts of his argument. Upon· the 
whole, from thefe circumftances, I cannot conceive the numbet to amount 
to more than 2,200,000 : \lIre {hall not be far from the truth if we fuppofe 
the total on the continent and iilands to be about two millions and a half. 

So confiderable a body of people has not been fpread over that continent 
by emigrations from Europe; but by their own rapid increafe. It is but 
a fmall portion of thefe two millions that went from this fide the water: 
Plenty of fertile land has peopled vaft tra8:s, and will people the whole 
continent. If we form tables of the increafe of mankind, on a fuppofition 
that every couple marries and has fo many children, and every child the 
fame, according to known mediums, we are furprifed that the world is 
not overftocked, the natural increafe of mankind is fa great: But, in coun
tries already peopled, the foundation of fuch increafe, marriage; does not 
exift in a quarter of the vigour fuppofed in futh tables; for marriages 
take place in proportion to the eafe of fubfifiing families, and in well fet
tied countries this eafe is a matter of difficulty; hence marriages are few, 
and many very late in life. Lux.ury, debauchery, and other confe
quences of great cities likewife prey upon the fpecies, and prevent, as 
well as defiroy, their production. All this is quite the contrary in 
America, as Dr. Franklin obferves, " Land being plenty in America, 
and fa cheap, as that a labouring man that tll1derftands hufbandry can in 

* A defcription of South Carolina, 8vo. p. 30. 176r. From feveral palTagesI take it to be 
wrote by the governor: a moil: excellent and fatisfaClory account it is. Shame to the reil: 
of our American governors, that they do not follow fuch an example, and uudeceive the 
nation in relation to its ideas ofthat continent! 

t Four American differlations, 8vo. p. 70. 17 66. 
tObfervations c~ncmzing the lricrenfe of Mankind, 1751 • 

H h Z a iliaxt 
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a £hort time fave money enough to purchafe a piece of new land fufficient 
for a plantation, whereon he may fubfifl: a family; fuch are not afraid to 
marry; for if they even look far enough forward to confider how their 
children when grown up are to be provided for, they fee that more land 
is to be had at rates equally cary, all circumfl:ances confidered. Hence 
marriages in America are more general, and generally earlier than 
in Europe: And if it is reckoned that there is but one marriage per an
num among 100 perions, perhaps we may here reckon two; and if in 
Europe they have but four births to a marriage (many of their marriages 
being late) we may here reckon eight; of which, if one half grow up, and 
our marriages are made, reckoning one with another, at tvventy years of 
age, our people muflat lea) be doubled every twenty years.'·' But,foon after, 
he forms a fuppofition of their doubling in 25 years, and this latter term 
has been commonly received as the rate of increafe in America. Let me. 
however remark, that the writer from whom I have taken thefe accounts, 
calculates them for all our colonies; whereas I by no means quote 
the paffage in the fame fenfe, but on1.y in refpect of thofe which poliefs. 
neither cities, trade nor manufactures, and [uch parts of thofe which do
poffefs them as are back-fettlers, and not within the fphere of their vor
tex. So, if the total doubles every 25 years, the planting, and really 
increafing part, mufl: increafe at a quicker rate, and in all probability does. 
Such caufes will act in America, and be attended with fuch effeCts, as long 
as there is a plenty of land for new fettlers; nor will this incrcafe fiop 
until all our territory is peopled, either by. the natural effeB. of many years, 
or by that of ill-advifed regulations and obftruCtions; of which more by 
~md by. 

It appeared before, that we poifefs land on the continent that will 
admit of population, above 1,122,800 [quare miles; and as there are 640 

acres in a [quare. mile in North America, we have 718,592,000 acres. 
England is peopled nearly in the proportion of one perfon to five acres; 
our colonies, fo populous, would contain 143,718,4°0 people: And if 
they contain at prefent 2,000,000, and double the numbers every 25 years, 
the period of their number will be as follows = 

In 1792 they will be 
181 7 
1842 

1867 a century hence, 
1892 

19 17 
!942 

4,000,00.0 

8,0:)0,000 

16,000,000 

32 ,000,000 

64,000,000 

128,000,000 

2 ",6,000,000 

There 
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There are feveral obftacles however to their increafing in future periods 
at thera te they do at prefent. A large proportion of them will be fixed at 
fo great a difl:ance from the frefl1land (the onlycaufe of their quick increafe), 
that the difficulty of getting at it will prove an obftruftion to population. 
Great cities will be raifed among them; vail: luxury and debauchery will 
reign in thefe, the influence of which will extend to the extremities of the 
empire ; and thefe caufes, which certainly will operate, muft render their 
increa(e flower in a diftant period than it is at prefent.-And as to the 
number of people the land can maintain, a deduction muft be made from 
the above 143,718,400, upon account of the barren land being in a greater 
proportion there than in England: But let me remark, that. this circum
fiance muft not be carried to the extravagant length ,vhich the author of 
the Prifent State has calculated it, who every where reduces their goocL 
land to -the llze of an handkerchief. Some of their mountains are reputed 
(I fay reputed, fince we have no pfDofof it) to be barren; and perhaps they 
ha ve more of them in proportion than Britain, but this likewife is unknDwn. 
It is certain they have an infinity of plains, all the fouthern parts from the 
fea to the tops of the Allegany and Apalachian mountains, is one gentle: 
rife, and fo regular that thoie can fcarcely be called mountains. The 
tract of the Ohio, which. is prodigiou:f1yextenfive, is one continued mea
dow: That of the MiffiffippiJ though a. high fuare and dry, is a fertile 
plain.--If we allow feven acres a head, wdhall make a fufficient allow-
ance for unprofitable mountains: their number of inhabitants will then be' 
more than 102,000,000. 

As to population in our infular colonies, orthofe of the vVefl: Indies, in
creaf~ is there quite another thing; they confume people inftead of increaf
ing them: a cant raft very ftriking in refpeer of negroes. The fugar iflands. 
require a vaft annual fupply ; whereas, in the healthy climate of Virginia 
and Maryland, they very nearly keep up their number by procreation,. 
The following table will fuew the numbers in our iflands, according to 
the Account oj the European Settlements, which I have compared with 
fame others; but none of good authority having been publiihed fince the 
war, I find no reafon to make any alteration. It is true, we have made 
fame important acquifitions, which are peopling quick; but then, it is, 
more than probable, that it is from old fettled iflands. 

Jjlands. 
Jamaica*, 
Barbadoes t, 

..... Vol.ii. p.69. 

Whites. 
25,000 

25,000 

-Blacks. 
9°,000 
80,000 

t Ibid. p. 89. 
!JlandsQ. 
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Jfla11ds 0 

St. Chrifl:ophers *, 
Antegua t, 
Nevis t, 
IVlontferrat II, -. 
'To thefe 1 {hall add Bermudas -1\(;<, 

JiVbites. 
7,000 

7,000 

5,000 

5,000 

5,000 

Ag-riculture. 

Blacks. 
20,000 

30 ,000 

12 1°00 

12,000 

ESSAY V. 

The reader, doubtlefs, remarked, in my :!ketch of the fl1bje8:, that not
'withfianding my affigning a divifion to the agriculture of the colonies, 
.yet I formed another for theirflaple commodities: Thefe fubjects though 
they muft be fomewhat blended, yet muft be examined in different 
lights. Staple productions are particularly relative to their condition as 
colonies, and the benefit of their mother-country; but their agriculture, 
taken in general, refpects their common fubfifl:ance; an article to be con
fidered feparately, as fome of the colonies have no fl:aple produclions at all. 

In this inquiry, I i11all begin with the northern colonies, and proceed 
regularly fouthwanl; by which means thofe c1imateE; (in that country) 
will bebefi known, which are the fittefi for producing commodities for 
Britain. As to the territories of Hudfon's Bay, New Britain, and New
foundland, I {hall not mention them here) fince from the accounts 
hitherto received they are totally unfit for agriculture: I mufl: remark, 
however, that we ihould never give too much into fuch ideas, as pre
conceived and falfe ones may occaGon our neglecting colonies which have 
a capability of producing fomething though unknown to us: I hint this 
efpecially with regard to the fouthem tracts of Newfoundland. In fl:at
ing the {};:etch of our colonies' foil and produce, which is neceffary before 
we can form any tolerable ideas of their importance, I {hall proceed as t 
have fo frequently done before, collect the opinions of various authors, 
.and examine how far and in what refpect a dependance may be placed in 
them. I {hall begin with Nova Scotia. 

H This province," fays a very fenfible writer," lies between the 44th 
and 50th degrees of north latitude; and though in a very favourable part 
of the temperate zone, has a winter of an almofi infupportable length and 
,.\Coldne[s, continuing at leafi feven months in the year: to this immeui-

I • 

'* Ibid. p. 92. 1'Ibid. t Ibid. \I Ibid. 
*\~ The ceded iflands Ido not take into the account, as we know nothing of their num

];Jers.. 

ately 
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ateIy fucceeds, without the intervention of any thing that may be called 
fpring, a [ummer of an heat as violent as the cold, though of no long 
continuance; and they are wrapt in the gloom of a perpetual fog, even 
long after the {ummer fea[on has commenced. tn moil: parts the foil is 
thin and barren; the corn it produces of a ihrivelled kind, like rye; and 
the gra[s intermixed with a cold fpungy mofs. However, it is not uni
formly bad: there are tra{t-s in Nova Scotia which do not yield to the heft 
land in New England *." The author of the PreJent State agrees very 
well with this, but makes it yet wone: "All the countries north of the 
fettlements in New England lie within the verge of the northernJnowy 
mountains on one hand, and the i:flands of ice on the other, which render 
the climate unfit for agriculture, on account of the perpetual froils, or 
more pernicious cold fogs. Thefe- mountains run down to the [ea-coaft" 
and leave but here- and there a fpot fit to inhabit; [0 a ridge of there bare 
and barren mountains runs through the whole peninfula of Nova Scotia. 
Hence there are but a few inconfiderable fpots fit to cultivate, and the land 
is covered with. a cold [pungy mofs, in place of grafs, as all coun tries are 
that are [0 drenched with [now. "The land is [0 barren, that corn 
" does not come up well in it; and though never [0 much pains be taken 
" to manure it,' frill the crop will be very inconllderable, and they are
,"'- often obliged to throw it up at laft For this rea[on they are obliged' 
" to fow corn on their madl1es." Relation de r Acadie, p. tn. 283. This 
is the account which the French give of Nova Scotia from one hundred. 
years experience; and this has made it [0 difficult to people that country, 
which hardly produces either corn or gra[s, if it be not had in a few 
marilies, and thefe are not fit for corn in any part of the world: The 
dearing of the woods would make thofe countries much more uninhabit
able than they are, (this is 'Ver..l' apocriphal; experience JjJeaks -the COlZ

trary) asmufl: appear to all who are acquainted with the climate'of North 
America; and the land is not worth the charge of clearing, as it muil all. 
be grubbed: the foil is fa barren, that we fee manure itfelf will hardly 
make it yield a crop, not even now, when it is frefh -and fertile. The earth· 
is fo chilled by the frafts, fnows, and perpetual cold fogs, both in winteL' -
and [ummel', that it feems not to have warmth enough in it to Tot manure, _ 
and make it-yield its nourifhmentt.--It is not in the nature of things that 
any land, whatever it may be to appearance, can .be fruitful in fuch eli .... -

* European Settlements, vol. ii. p. 274. 

t Tn this, as in moil: other accounts, variations are to he met with: Tous, La Honton fays. 
" Moll: of the countries of Acadia aqound with corn, peafc, fruit, and pulfe; and have a . 
plain difl:in8:ion of the four fe8fons of the year, notwithfianding that it is extreme cold for 
three months in winter. It is a very fine country; the climate is indifferent temperate; the 
2ir is pure and wholefome; the waters clear and light." V oj, i. p! 22 I. 

!nate£., 
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mates. In fuch frozen regions we never meet with a fruitful foil in any 
part of ,the world, and much lefs in North America '¥. 

I apprehend there is no difficulty in forming a pretty accurate idea of 
this CDuntry from thefe accounts; and the more efpecially as there are no 
contradiEtory ones that can be depended upon in the leafr. It appears 
therefore, that to inquire minutely into the particular agriculture of/uch a 
coulitry would be abfurd; the nature of the thing fpeaks itfelf: Its inha
bitants, while few, muft fubfift with great difficulty, and with all paffible 
induftry at laft not fubfift from their foil: this is the cafe with Nova 
Scotia: take from them their fifhery (I am fpeaking in point ofexifl:ence) 
and you render their life precarious. So much for the agriculture of 
this country.--But, fays the reader, this is a part of that country which 
I have in another place exhibited as poffible to fupport a numerous 
people. True; but there is a very material difference between that gra
dual effea: by the exteJifion of old fettlements, and forming new colonies 
in it. Nova Scotia may be juft fuch a country as here defcribed, and yet 
come in future times to maintain a numerous people. Many of our 
prefent back [ettlements, far to the fouthward, had they been formed at 
once into a colony, would have appeared with as wretched an afpect as 
Nova Scotia; but by means of being brought into culture by degrees, the 
woods partly cleared, the foil improved, with other alterations which an 
advancing people occafion, the climate improves, and thofe tratls have 
turned out capable of fubfifting numbers of people, which once were 
thought inhofpitable defarts; and let me add, would have remained [0, 
if colonies had been planted at once in them, inftead of advancing by 
degrees, and clearing as they advanced. Inftead of planting colonies 
therefore in the midft of fuch defarts, New England fhould have been 
let alone until her inhabitants, by the mere force of increafe, advanced into 
it, and in procefs of time they would have fpread over the whole. 

Canada comes next; but it is here neceffary to make a diftinCl:ion 
between what is commonly called by that name and what is marked by 
t}1e government by proclamation to be the bounds of the colon}; at pre
j:nt I [~eak only of what are c~lonies, and lea:e th~ countries prohi
blted Hom fe;tlers by: pr~clamatlOn to be defcnbed In another place. 
Canada thereIO~e, whlch IS at prefent a colony, is a {hip of land about 
two hundred mIles broad, on the north coaft of the river St. Lawrence, 
and above fi~ hundl:ed miles long; likewife another very narrow ftrip to 
the fouth or the nver: The whole extending no further fouth than 
about half way between Montreal and Lake Ontario. 

* P. 243· 
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Whatever has been faid of Nova Scotia is applicable to this traCt: By 
the gradual advancing of old fettlements, it may certainly be brought to 
fupport its :fhare of inhabitants; but in the fame manner as with Nova 
Scotia, not by planting colonies in it. I :fhould give the reader particu
lar extraB:s to fupport thefe aiTertions, but it is unrrece{fary, and the more 
particularly, as the French writers who have treated of Canada, and all 
who have advanced any thing in favour of its prefent fituation, have 
included the territory of the Lakes in their defcriptions, which the pre
fent colony has nothing to do with, according to the above-:-mentioned 
proclamation of Oaober 7, I763' which defined the bounds of all our 
colonies. 

New England is the next colony in fituation. The auth01' of the Euro
pean Settlements gives the following account of their agriculture; but 
before I infert it, let me remark, that I do not quote this writer merely 
as the authority of one, but as the collected authority of many. Thofe 
who will take the trouble to confult the books, from which it is probable 

. he drew moil: of his intelligence, will find that he gives an epitome of the 
wholethat was known when he wrote, which is not more than ten years 
ago; but as fame few works worthy of attention have appeared fince, it 
is neceffary to recur to him for the general accoun t, and to them for par
ticular ones, either in confirmation or contradiC1ion of what he afferts ; 
that is, of what was the general degree of knowledge ten years ago. It 
is true, I could have rendered this effay more uniform and entertaining, 
by giving a fingle general defcription, combined for fuch materials as 
I poffefs, but uniformity and agreeablenefs are not what we want. Many 
different ideas are current concerning our plantations;- regulations have 
been given them, and bounds affigned; thefe have occafioned a ferment 
and a variety of opinions: It is the intent of thefe :!heets to examine all 
the authorities we have, and endeavour to determine what is the real ftate 
of the cafe. Materials, it is true, will fall :!hart too often; but never the
Iefs, fuch as we can find :fhall fpeak for themfelves. 

Though, fays the above-mentioned writer, this country is fituated 
almoft ten degrees nearer the fun than we are in England, yet the winter 
begins ea'rlier, lafts longer, and is incomparably more fevere than it is 
with us. The fummer again is extremely hot, and more fervently [0 
than in places which lie under the fame parallels in Europe. However, 
both the heat and the cold are now far more moderate, and the conftitu
tion of the air in all re[pects far better than our people found it at their 
firft fettlement. The clearing away the woods, and the opening the 
ground every where, has, by giving a free paffage to the air, carried off 

I i iliok 
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thofe noxious vapours which were [0 prejudicial to the health of the firft 
inhabi(~nts. The temper of the {ley is generally, both in fummer and in 
winter, very fteady ;:,nd ferene. Tv1, 0 months frequen.tly pafs without t~e 
appearance of a cloud. Their r<:l~iLS are heavy, and foon over. The fOIl 
is variGus, but bdl ;:,3 you approach the northward. It affords excellent 
meadows i.n the low grounds, and very good pafiure almoft every where. 
They commonly allot at the rate of two acres to the maintenance of a 
cow. The meadows, which they reckon the beO:, yield about a ton of 
hay by the. acre; fome produce two tons; but the hay is rank and four. 
Tl;is country is not very favourable to the European kinds of grain. The 
wheat is fubjea to be blaO:ed; the barley is an hungry grain, and the 
oats are lean and chaffy; but the Indian corn, which makes the general 
food of the lowefl: fort of people, flourifhes here. The ground in which it 
thrives mofl: is light and fandy, with a fmall intermixture ofloam. About 
a peck of feed is fufficient for an acre, which, at a medium, produces 
about twenty-five bulhels. -- Their horned cattle are very numerous, 
and fame of them very large. Hogs the fame '*. They export t all forts 
of provifions; beef, pork, butter, and cheefe, in large quantities; Indian 
corn and peafe. 

The author of the !?rdfnt State varies a little from this account. Let 
us hear his defcription.-" If it were not for Indian corn, whicr exhaufig· 
land much more than any other grain, thefe colonies would not have corn 
to eat (tbe northern ones). Their barley is a poor hungry grain, and 
eats are lean and chaffy. On account of the long and hard winters, and 
backward fprings, wheat does not grow till the exceffive heats of [ummer 
come on, by which it is drawn up before it has a root, and firength to 
fupport it, and produces much ftraw, but little corn. The corn grows 
in thefe violent heats of fummer, by which it often jhrive:fs when it 
1110uld fill, and comes to nothing. The harveft is two or three months 
bter than it fnould be. About Bofton the wheat harveft is not before the 
middle of September; but about Perpignan in Spain, which lies exactly 
in the fame latitude, and in the fame fituation, furrounded by mountains 
on the weft, and the rea to the eaft, the wheat harveft is always between 
the I Qth and Q4th of June; as we are informed from the beft authority, 
T'v1. du Hame1, in his Elemens d'Agriculture. The corn is frequently feized 
VI,ith a froPe in the middle of fummer, and totally blafied. For thefe rea,.. 
lons, they are obliged to give a bounty on the growing of wheat in New 
England, 'VJe are told, 'and do not make corn to eat t." 

'~Vol. ii. p. i63-!66. t P. 156, &c. 
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From thefe two accounts we may venture, however, to determine, that 
many particulars in the firfi are yet unimpeached, and others which 
feem rather to claili may be reconciled; by the latter one would appre
hend the New Englanders in conftant danger of ftarving, whereas it is 
therein confeffed that they raife Indian corn; and by the firft account, in 
fuch quantities as to export i~. This corn exhauft lands, he fays, more 
than all other grain, yet they continue to cultivate it in quantities; their 
land muft therefore be good to bear it. Further, he fays, it has much ftraw, 
though little corn: this is another proof of the goodnefs of the foil, and 
gives us great reafon to believe the former account of their grafs and dai
ries; for that land which will yield much firaw will, with fewexcep
tions, be found fertile in grafs.-The foil of this colony therefore appears 
to be good, notwithftandingits beft corn is maize; and to be of a nature 
not very different in effect £rom that of Britain, as it produces plenty of 
grafs andhread-corn; the diftinCl:ion between maize and wheat, as long 
as people can live on either, is of little confequence. The firft writer 
mentions their growing flax, and fome hemp, butunfuccefsfully; of 
tliis more hereafter, as a flap Ie. Hence we find, that the agriculture of 
this country is that of maintaining its inhabitants immediately, and not 
fecondarily by way of exchange. 

" New York, New Jerfey, and Penfylvania, fay's the firft quoted writer, 
admit of no very remarkable difference. The foil throughout is in gene
ral extremely fruitful, abounding not only in its native grain, the Indian 
corn, but in all fuch as have been naturalized there from Europ'e. Wheat 
in fuch abundance, and of fo excellent a quality, that few parts of the 
world, for the tract which is cultivated, exceed it in the one or the other 
of thefe particulars; nor in barley, oats, rye, buckwheat; and every 
fort of grain which we have here. They have a great number of horned 
cattle, horfes, ilieep, and hogs. Every fpecies of herbs or roots which 
we force in our gardens grow here with great eafe; and every fpecies of 
fruit; but fome, as thofe of peaches and melons, in far greater perfection. 
They raife in all thefe provinces, but much the moft largely in Penfyl
vania, great quantities of flax. Hemp is a flouriiliing article. In the 
year 1749, they exported from New York city 673 I tons of provillons, 
and a ~lJqfl quantity of grain. In 175 r, New Jerfey exported thirty
eight {hip loads of wheat, beef, pork, flower, and bread; but that of 
Penfylvania infinitely exceeds both. Thefe provinces are as healthy as 
can be wifhed *." 

'*' Vol. ii. p. 187' 191.195. 205. 
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The author of the Prefent State fays fa little upon thefe colonies in 
particular, that I can only giv~ the following flight. extract from him: 
Speaking of the northern c%nus, he fays, " The wmters laft for five or 
fix months; the fnow lies four or five feet deep; and the cold is twenty 
degrees greater even at the town of New York on the warmer fea-coaft, 
than the moft intenfe cold felt in England during the hard winter of 
1739-40. By the obfervations made in January 1765, by the mafters of 
the college at New York, Fahrenheit's thermometer fell 6 degrees below 0, 

which is 21 degrees below IS, the greateft cold in England.-Water 
then froze infiantly, and even ftrong liquors in a very iliort time.- And 
we are told it is not unufual there to fee a glafs of water fet upon a table 
in a warm room freeze before you can drink it. --- In the inland 
parts, the cold is much more intenfe, and they have frofts the whole year.~ 
even in the middle of fummer; which have been obferved by many in the 
month of July upon the mountains in the moa fouthem parts of Penfyl
vania, and even on the mountains of Virginia, although they are but very 
low. In the town of Philadelphia, which lies in the 40th degree of lati,.. 
tude to the fouthward of Naples and Madrid, I faw the winter fet in with 
a violent north-weil: wind; a hard froft and ice of a confiderable thick:
nefs on the loth of Septembert." 

There is nothing in this account which exprefsly contradicts the for-
mer; but the immtnfe cold mentioned in one, and the melons, and thoU! 
herbs which we force in England growing fo naturally, as fpecified in the 
other, forms a ftraGge cO:ltrafi; and yet perhaps they may nDt be inco11.
fiftent; fince we fhall hereafter find, on indubitable authority, that lemons 
and oranges are in America fpontaneous produttions, in places where Bri
tifh ones ha.ve been dl;/IJ'oyed by the feverity of the frofts. It muft there,.. 
fore be refolved into the firange peculiarity of the North American climate. 
-It appears, however, that thefe provinces are very fertile ones in the 
production of all the neceffaries of life, infomuch ,that their principal 
export is of fuch. I fhould remark, that their exportation of hemp and 
Hax is very trifling, compared with that of corn and provifions. 

Virginia and Maryland come next. "The climate and foil, fays my firfl: 
author, . was undoubtedly much heightened in the firfi defcriptions, for 
political teafons; but after making all the neceifary abatements which expe
rience. has unce taught us, we ftillfind it a moil: excellent country. The 
heats 111 fummer are exceffively great, but not without the allay of refrefh
ing fea-breezes. The weather is changeable, and the changes fudden and. 

t P. 166. 
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violent. Their winter frofls come on without the leaft warning. After 
a warm day, towards the fetting in of winter, fQ intenfe a cold Often 
fucceeds as to-freeze over the bliPadeft and deepeft of their great rivers in 
one night; but thefe frofts, as well as their rains, are rather violent than 
of long continuance. They have frequent and violent thunder and 
lightning, but it does rarely any mifchief. In general, the iky is clear, 
and the air thin, pure and penetrating. The foil in the low grounds is a 
dark, fat mould, which for many years, without any manure, yields 
plentifully whatever is committed to it. The foil, as you leave the rivers, 
becomes light and fandy, is· fooner exhaufted than the low country, but 
is yet of a Warm and generous nature, which, helped by a kindly fun, 
yields tobacco and corn extremely well. There is no better wheat than 
what is. produced in thefe provinces; but the culture of tobacco employs 
all their attention, and almoft all their hands; fa that they fcarcely culti
vate wheat enough for their own ufe. Horned cattle and hogs have muI,;" 
tip lied almoft ~eyond belief *." 

The defcription of the author of theP1"ifent State is as follows: "It· 
is commonly alleged, and we fee in all our hiftories of Virginia, that their 

-~'lands are extremely rich and fertile, infomuch that it is imagined they 
will bear tobacco, or hemp and flax, for ever. But although their lands, 
particularly in Maryland and the northern parts of Virginia, are by far 
the beft of any in North America on this fide of the Apalache--an moun
tains, they are far from being rich; the foil is in general very light, and 
fa £hallow, that it is foon worn out by culture, efpeciaHy with. fuch 
exhaufiing crops as Indian corn and tobacco. It is for this reafon that 
they are now obliged to fow wheat, and exported fifty or fixty ihip loads· 
laft year.-One-third of the country may be faid to be a good and fruit
ful foil; a third-part is but indifferent; and the remaining third is very
poor and mean, although not quite barren.-The fouthern parts ofVirgi-· 
nia are very poor: and fandy, like Carolina, and all the continent to the 
fouthward, whence they will hardly bear tobacco of any value, - The 
fwamps of Virginia alone would produce much more rice than all Europe' 
and America confumed; and the rice we have feen grow upon them was: 
nigh as large again as what is made upon, the poor grounds in Caro
lina t." 

There is a very material difference in thefe accounts: But we iliould; 
remark, that as the latter author aims rather at depreciating the foil of
lOur colonies, fomething is to be allowed by way of abatement on that: 

aocount;., 
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account. From whence we may conclude, (and efpecially as he fays the 
foil of thefe colonies is the beft we have planted in North America) that 
their land is better than he reprefents it .• But the culture of wheat is that 
Dn Yv'hich they differ fo much. The firft fays, they fow fcarct any, import
ing it from other [ettlements; whereas the latter aiferts, that they export 
confiderable quantities, from which we may be very fure they ferve their 
home coni'umption. Yet thefe feeming contradiCtions are not difficult to 
reconcile. I have already obferved, that the author of the Account q/ the 
European Settlements, although he omitted no authorities he could confult, 
yet his materials cannot be fuppofed later than five and twenty years: 
Now, fa long ago, the inhabitants of thefe colonies might cultivate 
nothing but tobacco, and at prefent nothing but corn; great changes 
might happen in that period. We fhould remember, in that time the 
war broke out, which was occafioned by their want ofJrcjh lands, inducing 
them to 'pars the mountains and fettle upon traCts ufurped by the French; 
they were not only driven back, but all their frontier fettlements wafted 
and deftroyed during feveral years. All that time the tobacco culture could 
only be continued on old lands, which it confequently exhaufted fo much 
,as to render them more profitable for wheat: nor were they a groat the 
better for the peace, as the proclamation of OCtober 7, 1763, reduced 
them even to more [canty bounds than the forts of the French. Hence 
arifes the difference we find in twenty-five years. It appears that now a 
common huibandry, fnch as is praCtifed in the mother-country, is become 
more profitable than their ftaple commodity: a proof by the bye that they 
.nre become very populous, and that either themfelves or their neighbours 
have populous manufaCturing places which they fupply with provifions. 

The next colonies in order are the Carolinas and Georgi<)., which I con
nect, as their foils and produtts are much the fame. The author of the 
European Settlements gives the following account of them. "The climate 
a~1d fo~l ?O not confiderably differ from· thofe of Virginia; but where they 
dIffer It IS much to the adv;lntage of Carolina, which on the whole may 
be confidered as one of the finefi climates in the world. The heat in fum
,mer is very little greater than in Virginia, but the winters are milder and 
(horter, and the year, in all refpeCts, does not come to the fame violent 
extremities; however, the weather though in general ferene, as the air is 
hea1thy, yet, like all American weather, it makes fnch quick chano-es 
.and thofe fo !harp, as to oblige the inhabitants to rather more cautio; i~ 
t?eir ~refs and diet than we ~re. obliged to ufe in Europe. Thunder and 
l~ghtl11ng are freql~ent; and It 18 the only one (he fpeaks of South Caro
~ma) of our colo11les upon the continent which is fubjea to hurricanes; 
b~:t they are very rare, and not near fo violent as thofe of the Weft Indies. 

Part 
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Part of the month of March, and all April, May, and the great eft part of 
June, are here inexpreffibly temperate and agreeable; but in July, Au
guft, and for almoft the whole of September, the, heat is very intenfe; 
and though the winters are iliarp, efpecially when the north-weft wind 
prevails, yet they are feldum fevere enough to freeze any confiderable 
water, affecting only the mornings and evenings. The frofts have never 
fufficient fl:rength to refifl: the noon-day fun, 10 that many tende.rpla'nts 
which do not frand the winter of Virginia, flouriili in Carolina; for they 
have oranges in great plenty near Charks Town, and excellent in their 
kinds, both fweet and four : olives are rather neglected by the planter 
than denied by the climate. The vegetation of every kind of plant is 
here almoft incredibly quick; for there is fomething fo kindly in the air 
and foil, that where the latter has the moft barren and unpromifing 
appearance, if neglected for a while, of itfelf it ilioots out an immenie 
quantity of thofe various plants, and beautiful flowering ilirubs and 
flowers, for which this county is fo famous, and of which Mr. Catefuy, 
in his natural Hiftory of Carolina, has made fuch fine drawings. -, The 
whole country is in a manner one fordl:, where our planters have not 
cleared it. The trees are almoft the fame in every refpect with thofe 
produced in Virginia; and by the different fpecies of thefe, the quality 
of the foil is eafily known; for thofe grounds which bear the oak, the 
walnut, and the hickory, are extremely fertile; they are of a dark fand, 
intermixed with loam; and as all their land abounds with nitre, it is 
a long time before it is exhaufl:ed, for here they never ufe any manure. 
The pine-barren is the worft of all: this is an almoft perfectly white' 
fand, yet it bears the pine-tree, and fome other ufeful plants, naturally, 
yielding good profit in pitch, tar, and turpentine. When this fpecies of 
land is cleared, for two or three years together, it produces very tolerable 
crops of Indian corn and peafe; and when it lies low, and is floqded, it 
even anfwers well for rice. But what is the beft of all for this province, 
this worf!: fpecies of it$ land is favourable to a fpecies of the moil valu
able of all its produCts, to one of the kinds of indigo. There is another 
fort of ground, which lies low and wet upon the banks of fome of their 
rivers; this is called fwamp, which in fome places is in a manner ufeIefs, 
in others it is far the richefl: of all their grounds; it is a black fat earth, 
and bears their great fraple, rice, which muft have in general a rich moift 
foil in the greateft plenty and perfeC1ion. The country near the fea, and 
at the mouths of the navigable rivers, is much the worf!:; for mofl: of the 
land there is of the fpecies of the pale, light, fandy coloured ground; and· 

'. what is otherwife in thofe parts is little better than an unhealthy and _ 
unprofitable falt-marili. But the country as you advance in it improves 
continually; and at an hundred miles difl:ance from Charles Town, where 

it 
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it begins to grow hilly, the foil is of a prodigious fertility, fitted for every 
purpofe of human life. The air is pure and wholefome, and the [ummer 
heats much more temperate than in the flat country; for Carolina is all 
an even plain for eighty miles from the fea; no hill, no rock, [caree even 
a pebble to be met with: fa that the beft part of the maritime country 
from this famenefs muft want fomething of the fine effect whieh its beau
tiful produCts would have by a more variegated and advantageous difpofi
tion; but not11ing can be imagined more pleafant to the eye than the back 
country, and its fruitfulnefs is almoft incredible: wheat grows extremely 
well there, and yields a prodigious increafe. In the other parts of Caro
lina they raife but little, where it is apt to mildew, and fpend itfelf in 
fhaw; and thefe evils the planters take very little care to redrefs, as they 
turn their whole attention to the culture of rice, which is more profitable, 
and in which they are unrivalled, being fupplied with what wheat they 
want in exchange for this grain from New York and Penfylvania.-The 
land in Carolina is very eafily cleated every where, as there is little or no 
underwood. Their forefis confift momy of great trees, at a confidtrable 
diftance afunder, fo that they can clear in Carolina more land in a week 
than. in the forefts of Europe they can do in a month. Their method is, 
to cut them at about a foot from the ground, and then faw the tree into 
boards, or convert them into :ftaves, heading, or other [pecies of lumber, 
according to the nature of the wood, or the demands at the markets. If 
they are too far from navigation, they heap them together, and leave 
them to rot. The roots [oon decay; and, before that, they find no incon
'Venience from them where land is fo plenty. Black cattle have multi
plied here prodigiouDy; about fifty years ago it was a thing extraordinary 
to have above three or four cows, now fome have a thoufand, fome in 
North Carolina a great many more; but to have two or three hundred is 
very common *." 

The PreJellt State varies greatly from this account." It is the great 
misfortune of the nation, fays that work, that an extenhve part of her 
dO,minions, which lies in a climate that might otherwife produce every 
thll1g we want from North America, is as barren as it is unhealth
fu~, and unfit either t? raife any confiderable colonies, or to make any 
thmg of confequence III them. Both North and South Carolina are a low, 
flat, fandy country, like a {andy defart, for a great dif!::ance from the fea
coaf!::; and the fa:-thel: fouth we go to Georgia and Florida, it grows fo 
L1uch worfe. It IS fald by Mr. Catefby, who was fent to America on 
purpofe to explore there fouthem parts of the continent, that a third part 

*' Vol. ii. p. 24-1. 
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of Carolina is a pine barren, or a /andy difart; and he, with many otherf> 
from whom we have had particular accounts of all thefe fouthern parts of 
North America, have affured us, that the greattjl part of the rtjl was 
little better. "In the inland parts indeed,tas he fays, the country is more 
high and hilly, but the hills are nothing hardly but banks of Jand, rocks or 
flones, with a few favannas or low meadow-grounds, which afford good 
pafiurage in the vallies, which are called rich lands in Carolina. From 
Charles Town to Port Royal the country is very low and fiat, with great 
numbers of fmall rivers and creeks, and fwamps and madhes on their 
borders, which are their rice-grounds, and only fruitful lands in the 
country. Thus, all thefe extenuve fourthern parts of North America 
produce little or nothing e1je, and the lands are hardly worth cultivatin<..!(, 
if it be not in the unhealthful and defiructive fwamps and marilies, which 
they are obliged to be at the immenfe toil and fatigue of clearing, drain
rng, and cultivating, at the rifque of their lives, in order to get rice to 
fupply the place if wheat, and to have pafturage on the low grounds, nei-
ther of which the uplands cifford.--Manyof our rice plantations would 
have been broke up before this time, if it had not been for the affiftance of 
indigo, which has fupported them. - The only way to render Carolina 
of any fervice to the nation is, to fettle the inland and we[lern parts, 
which are asfruitful and healthful as the eafiern and maritime parts, to 
which we are confined, are the reverfe of both.-The badnefs of the 
pafiurage in the fouthern colonies renders it impracticable to maintain 
frocks of cattle f~fficient to manure lands for indigo, hemp, and flax ~i~." 

On this account we mufi in the firft place remark, that the author pal
pably contradiCl:s himfe1f: a third part of Carolina, fays he,- is a fondy 
difart, and the greatefl part of the reJl little better. But foon after the 
cafe is greatly changed, for the wtjlern parts are fruitful and healt~rul: 
From hence we muft not allow of this part of his aiTertiqn in c'ontradiCl:ion 
to the account given by the firft quoted author, who likewife fays, that 
the back country (that is, the wefiern parts) is hilly a1ZdprodigiOl~Jl.Y fruit-
ful; wherea3 the other afferts the hills to be nothing but banks ~f /and, 
rocks and )lones. The one tells us that the inhabitants give all their 
attention to rice, becauJe it is the mofl profitable culture; the other, that 
they cultivate it to fupply the place of wheat. The former fays again, 
that their dry lands deligbt in indigo; the latter, that their lands produce 
little or nothing, and are hardly worth culti'l)ating, except in the wet 
Jwamps; one fays, the back country is very fertile in wheat, alld that-
the quantity of cattle kept in the province is prodigious; the other, that 
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their up!ands '7» ill produce neither corn nor graJs. What are we to depend 
upon in this cafe, wherein writets vary fo greatly? Give mof!: credit to 
that which is mof!: confifient, or the account given by the firft. However, 
here we will have recourfe to a third *, of better authority than either. 

" The inland of South Carolina," fays this writer, "for a hundred or 
a hundred and fifty miles back, is flat and woody: It is remarkable for 
the divedity of its foil; that near the fea-coaf!: is generally fandy, but not 
therefore unfruitful; in other parts there is clay, loam, and marIe. There 
are difperfed up and down the country feveral large Indian old fields, 
which are lands that have been cleared by the Indians, and now remain 
juf!: as they left them. There arife in many places fine favannas, or 
wide extended plains, which do not produce any trees; thefe are a kind 
of natural lawns, and rome of them as beautiful as thofe made by art .. 
The country abounds every where with large fwamps, which,· when 
cleared, opened, and ~weetened by culture, yield plentiful crops of rice ~ 
along the banks of our rivers and creeks, there are alfo fwamps and: 
marilies, fit either for rice, or, by the hardnefs of their bottoms, for paf-
turage. Our climate is various, and uncertain to fuch an extraordinary 
degree, that I fear not to affirm there are no people upon earth who, I 
think, can fuffer greatier extremes of heat and cold: it is happy for us. 
that they are not of long duration.--In fummer the thermometer hath 
been known to rife to 98 degrees, and in winter to fall to 10 degrees. Inl 
fummer the heat of the :!haded air, at two or three o'clock in the after
noon, is frequently between 90 and 95 degrees; but fuch extremes or 
heat being foon produtlive of thund€r-fhowers, are not of long duration ... 
On the 14th, 15th, and 16th of. June 1738, at three o'dock in the afternoon,. 
the thermometer was at 98 degrees: a heat equal to the greateft heat or 
the human body in health! - I then applied a thermometer to my ann
pits, and it funk one degree; but in my mouth and, hands it continuedl 
at 98 degrees.-Sixty-five and -::- degrees may be called the temperate" 
neat in Carolina, which exceeds 48 degrees, the temperate heat in Eng-
larid, more than that exceeds 32 degrees the freezing point. When we' 
are iu the ftreet5 in a ferene dry day in; fummer, the air we walk in, and 
infpire, is many degrees hotter than that of the human blood t··" , 

\ 

From there feveral accounts we may venture to conclude, jirjl, that the
back or hilly country of thefe/colonies is extremely fertil'e, pleafant, and' 
wholefome ~ jecondly, that the maritime or frat part is fruitful in rice,. 
indigo, &c. but very unpl:eafant and unwholefome; thirdly, that both: 

... dDefh-iptioll of South C(lroJjn(l~ 8vo. linx.. t P. 5, 6. II. 17. 19. 
abound: 
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abound in paflurage and molt of the ne-ceiTaries of life; but the back: part 
in a very fuperior degree. 

We come next to Florida, the laft colony on the continent; but about 
which the author of the European Settfements is filent. 1 i11all therefore 
begin with a very modern account, and contrail it with that of the Pre-

Jent State. "The fea-coaft of Eaft Florida," fays Dr. Stork," is alow flat 
country, interfeCted by a great number of rivers, very like Holland, or 
Surinam in America: It continues flat for about forty miles from the 
coaft, and then grows a little hilly, and in fame parts IQcky.-. The tree.s 
of Florida are at a qiflance from one another, and being Clear of unde!· ... 
wood, this country has more the appearance of an open grove than a 
foreft. The rains and the heavy dews, which are more frequent here than 
to the northward, create fucb a luxuriant vegetation, that the furface of 
the earth, notwithflanding the heat of the fun, is never without a good ver
durt~. The fandy foil is moft prevalent, efpecially towards the fea. There 
are generally four ftrata or beds of earth found in Eaft Florida; the upper
moft is a mould. of earth, a few inches thick; beneath is a fand, half a 
yard in depth; below thit a ftrong white clay, refembling the mar]e in 
England, and may be ufed as a manure to the fandy land; this firatum is 
~ommonly four feet th~ck: The fourth layer is a rock, compofed of petri
ped fea-fuells. The f(;!J.7tility of Florid~ is much afcribed to thefe two 
firata of clay and rock, whi.ch contribute to keep the fand moifi, and pre
vent the rains from finking away from the roots of the -plants and treeS. 
The lands upon the river St. Mary's are the richeft in the northern parts 
of the province; the ahund,mce of cane-fwamps fufficiently !hewg the fer
tility thereof. The beft trees that grow in the fwamps on this river are 
the live oak and cedar, very ufeful for !hip-building; their extraordinary 
fize is a ftrong mark of the goodnefs of the foil. From this'river to that 
of St. John's, is a traa of pine-barrens. We find a ihiking difference 
between the pine.,.barrens of Florida and thofe to the northward; thepine
barrens tQ the northward, from the poverty of the foil, do not anfwer the 
n~ce[ary. e~pen~e of cle<:lring. The clofenefs of the trees hinders the 
grafs from growing under them, fa that large tracts of land are no far
ther ufeful than to make pitch and tar: wherea.s in Florida, as the' trees 
fiapd at a greater diftance, and both the rains and dews are more frequent 
than to the northward, the pine-barrens are covered with good grafs, of 
a perpetu<;l.l verdure. The tropical fruits and plants are found in great 
abundance upon the river St. John, and a·fford the firongefi evidence that 
both the fo.il and climate are fit for fugar, cotton, indigo, and other Weft 
India produLtions . .--.-The land about Augufiine, in all appearance the 
worft in the province, is yet far from being unfruitful; it produces two 

K -k 2 ! crops 



POL I TIC ALE S SAY S. ESSA Y v. 
crops of Indian corn a year; the garden vegetables are in great perfection. 
The orange and lemon-trees grow here, without cultivation, to a larger 
fiz<€, and produce better fruit than in Spain or Portugal.--The climate 
of Eaft Florida is an agreeable medium betwixt the fcorching heat of the 
tropics, and the pinching cold of the northern latitudes. All America, to 
the north of the river Potomack, is greatly incommoded by the feveri
ties of the weather for two or three months in the winter. In Eafi Flo
rida there is indeed a change of the feaioos, but it is a moderate one; in 
November and December many trees lofe t,lleir leaves, vegetation goes on 
{lowly, and the winter is perceived. In the northern parts of the pro
vince, a L1ight frofi happened laft year, the firfi known there in the 
memory of man. I do not find upon inquiry, that fnow has ever been 
feen there; the winters are fo mild, that the Spaniards at A ugufiine had 
neither chimnies in their houfes, nor glafs.;windows. The tendereft 
plants of the Weft Indies, fuch as the plantain, the allegator, pear-tree, 
the banana, the pine-apple or ananas, the fugar-cane, &c. remain unhurt 
during the winter in the gardens of St. Auguftine.-The fogs and dark 
gloomy weather, fo common in England, are unknown in this country. 
At the Equinoxes, efpecially the autumnal, the rains fall very heavy every 
day, betwixt eleven o'clock in the morning and four in the afternoon, 
for fome weeks together: when a !hower is over, the fry does not conti
nue cloudy, but always clears up, and the fun appears again. The niild
ners of the feafons, and the purity of the air, are probably the caufe of the 
healthinefs of this country. The inhabitants of the Spani!h fettlements 
in America confider Eafi Florida, with refpeCl: to its healthinefs, in the 
fame light that we do the fouth of France, ::lnd they look upon Auguf
tine as the Montpelier of America. The Spaniards from the Havannah 
and elfewhere have frequently reforted thither for the benefit of their 
health. Since it came into the hands of Great Britain, many gentlemen 
have experienced the happy effects of its climate. Mr. Dunnet, the fecre
tary of the province, and Mr. vVilfon, a merchant there, both in a deep 
confumption, have afcribed the recovery of their health to the climate. It 
is an indifputable fact, which can be proved by the monthly returns of the 
ninth regiment in garr,iron in Eafl: Florida, that it did not lofe one fingle 
man by natura1geath III the fpace o~ ~wenty .months; and as this regi
ment does duty 111 feveral forts, at different dlfiances from Augufiine, St. 
Mark's, d' Apalachie at two hundred miles, Piccolata thirty, Matawzas 
twenty, it proves in the mofi fatisfaCtory manner, that the climate is 
hea1thy in different parts of the province.--The peninfula of Florida 
lB not broad; and as it lies betwixt two [eas, the air is cooler, and oftener 
refrefhecl with rains than on the continent: the intire abfence of the [un 
io~ deven hours makes the dews heavy, and gives the earth time to cool, 
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fo that the nights in fum mer are lefs fuhry here than in the northern lati
tude, where the fun fhines upon the earth for feventeen or eighteen hours 
out of the twenty-four. The heat, which in South Carolina and the 
fouthern part of Europe, is fometimes intolerable for want of wind, is 
here mitigated by a never-failing fea-breeze in the day-time, arid' a land
wind at night. It is only in and near the tropics that the fea and land
breezes are at all uniform and to be depended upon.-The white people 
yv'ork in the fields in the heat of the day without prejudice to their health; 
gentlemen frequently ride out for pleafure in the middle, of the day; 
and governor Grant is regularly on horfeback every day from eleven to 
three o'clock in the afternoon *;" I ihould remark, . that the author of 
this account reiided fome time in Eaft Florida. As to Weft' Florida, he 
fpeaks of it' as a very unwholefome country. In a journal of a voyage 
up the river St. John, annexed to the preceding account, by lVIr. Bartram, 
the king's botanift for the Floridas, we fin~ nine 'parts, in ten of, the 
adjoining country fwamps and marfhes; and on the; 3d of January, he 
records a froftthat froze the grounqi an .inch thick; thermometer. 26; 
the ~ I ft of the preceding month it was 74. 

The author of the PreJent State fpeaks t,hus diametric~liy cOIHrary to 
Dr. Stork.-" Except difmal fwamps, it appear~ from al~ acc01,lnts, that 
they have no other corn or grafs-gro.unds in Florid~ £,t to maintain any 
number of people. It is contrary to all reafon and experience to call Flo
rida healthful. There never was a healthful country known upon the 
fea-coafts of America, whether north or fouth, from New York, or at 
leaft from Virginia to Peru: all the Britifh and Spanifh colonies in thefe 
climates are very well known to be very unhealthful on the low flat 
marihyfea-coafis; and Florida lies in the very midft and ,worft fituation 
of them all. If it is healthful, it muft alter the very nature of things. It 
is a lo~ flat and marfhy fea-coaft, fcorched with burning fands in a hot 
climate and clofe, woody country, and- frood~d with exceifive heavy rains, 
which have no drain from the land, but fiagnate all over a low flat coun
try, and fonn thofe fwamps and marfhes of which it is full, which 
become perfeCl::ly peftiferous, where the waters fiagnate and corrupt in 
fuch a hot climate. There is not a hill in the whole country to drain it 
from the heavy. rains, either, in Eaft or Weft Florida; from which alone 
anyone might perceive they can never be heathfnl: In thefe refpects 
they refemb}e all the IJ?oft unhealthful parts of our colonies and of all 
other parts .of the world., and the clima.te is more intemperate: we ought 

* An Account ofEaft F10rida, by WiJIiam Stork, 8vo, 1766. p. 24,25, ').7- 29· 3~, 40, 
.. p, ,p, 4-3-

not 
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not therefor:e to be deluded with ftpries about the healthfulnefs of fuch a 
country, when all the world £hews it to be the reverfe. The reafon that is 
given for the healthfulnefs of Florida is, that the garrifon of St. Auguftine, 
(he had jufr before allowed the banks of Auguftine to be healthy, becaufe 
they are high and dry) after :(laying there for twenty months, -happened to 
efcape alive; but furely that is no certain proof that the country is health
ful; it may be a fign that it is inhahitable, and fo are all parts of the 
'World, in fome degree, 'from Greenland to Gomorron, but that is no 
proof that they are healthful: They appear to be unacquainted with the 
flate of health in NQrth America, who draw that conclufion from fuch an 
()bfervation.-They who tell us that Florida is healthful, would at the 
fame time perfuade us that it will bear fugar; in which they feem not.to 
know how much they contradict themfelves. The fmall ihare ofheald.t 
that people generally enjoy in all thefe fouthern and maritime parts of 
North America, proceeds from the winters; in which the people recruit 
their firength and vigour, f9 as to be able to live out another fummer; 
but in fuch winte~s fugar is killed, when men recover; but Florida feems 
to be unfit for either .. _-- Good lahds in thefe fouthern parts of North 
America ihould be covere.d as they are· upon the Miffifippi, and all other 
places, with tall, red hiccories, as high and fhaight as elms; white, chefnut, 
or fcarlet oaks, tulip trees, bbck walnuts, locufis, &c. of which we do not 
meet with one in F~ori9~. . And it is not a tree or two of any kind that de
notes the quality of the land, but intire woods of them. But many who are 
unacquainted with thefe things peceive themfelves, and impofe upo_n the na
tion, and it is to be feared do not know land when they fee it. If they find a 
few oaks on land they think it mua be good; but there are four and twenty 
different forts of oak in North America, which grow on all fort$ of foil, 
from clay to fand, apd from the beft to the very worft of all. Others 
.again are as much deceived about what they call hiccory-Iands.-So upon 
feeing a little clay upon the fandy banks, they tell-us thefe barren fands 
have a clayeyfoundatiQil.·-Mr. Bartram could find no clay till a bit was 
fearched for as a rarity, which proved to be only a concretion of ihells. 
The fandy banks in all thefe fout~ern parts of North America have fome 
flrata of clay and £hells in them, otherwife they would he waihed into 
th.e rea, where th:re are no rocks nor frones to fupport them; but you 
WIll find no clay 111 the la,nd. But the way to judge of good Jands is, from 
the corn and gra[s they bear, and the crops they yield: fo that if any 
wi~l tell us of good lands in Florida, what fort of grafs do they produce? 
or do they bear any? and what is it like? Sandy foils in hot climates 
nev.er I:fO?llCe good .grafs; and in Florida they are covered with pines, 
whIch ipOll every thmg, and even the earth itieIf, as we have [aid. But. 
what for:t of corn williancls produce which bear no grafs? \Ve are told 
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indeed, they have two crops of corn in a year, which it is well known 
the Indians of Florida always had, and yet they never had corn to eat for 
above fix monthsin the year. There are five very different forts of Indian 
corn, and a dwarf early kind, of which they have two crops a year in 
all the fonthern parts of America, and yet it yields fa little, that it is not 
worth planting; if it be not in Canada and Florida, where the foil or 
c1imclte are fit for no other.--Thus you can neither have wheat, barley, 
rye, oats, good Indian corn, nor grafs; fo that it is to be feared we do 
not know or confider what it is to plant fuch a co1.1otry.-1t is furpriz~ 
ing, that when this nation has fo few people, we Ihould think of nothing 
but fettling the barren and peftiferous fea-coafis of Florida, and the Weft 
India ifiands, which have been called healthful as well as the other.-
1""'he fwamps, which they would call rich lands, lie on St. John's river, 
which is the only part of the country that is of any value. Now, the 
lands'on the lower parts of that river are fandy and barren for one hun
dredand twenty-five miles, above which thefe fwamps extend forty or 
fifty miles farther; and beyond thefe the river is fo choaked np with pond 
weeds, (a fure fign of an offenfive ftagnant water) that it overflows its low 
borders, and drowns the country about it, which forms. many lagunes or 
miry-marfhes, from that to its fource nigh the Cape of Florida. This is. 
the whole of this country, which fume would extol and magnify. As~ 
for any uplands, we hear of none but what are all fand. The pine-bar
rens come down to the river fide, where it is not fwampy; and the low 
grounds between the fwamps and the barrens adjacent ate but two or 
three hundred yards broad, and thefe are all fand, fays our author. See
Bartram's .Journal, MANUSCRIPT; which pajJage we do n'Ot find in the 
tdition that has heen publiJbed, although it is the mofl material if the' 
whole, as it contains a general deJcriptiotl of the country, and the author's: 
tlpinion if it after he had viewed it: but as this is not in favour if the.' 
country, it wa-J not deemed fit to print */'. 

I hope the candid reader will not condemn fuch long quotations, with~ 
()ut confidering the great importance and 'neeeffity· of gaining a know
ledge of a colony in refpeCl: of climate, [oil, and agriculture, before any 
juft reflections OIJ the n[e of. it can be advanced; and where accounts that 
come from thofe who, to all appearance, are no trifling judges, or at leaft 
the beft we have to guide us, differ fa exceedingly, a flight or general. 
mention of each is open to a thoufand miftakes, omiffi6hs, and even falla
cies. Hence it is requifite to quote the. author's own words, before aL 

fair comparifon can be made. 
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Froni both thefe accounts it appears, that Florida is in general a flat 
country, much inter[eCled with rivers, and abounding greatly with 
[wamps and marfhes. I do not at prefent inquire, whether thefe are fer
tile or barren; they certainly mufl: be unwholefome. The maritime part of 
the Carolinas is the fame, and that we have already found it to be. A 
country fo hot, as any mufi be wherein the thermometer rifes in Decem
ber to 74 '*, and containing fomuch low and wet land, I fhould apprehend 
mufi, in the nature of things, be very unhealthy. But Dr. Stork declares 
the contrary, and even names infiances of no night confequence. How 
is this to be reconciled? The recovery of the two perfons from a con
fumption was, in all probability, at St. Augufiine, and not in tbe country. 
And the ninth regiment being alive mufi be attributed to chance, pollibly 
they were fickly; a circumfiance not mentioned. The author of the Pre
fent State, however, quotes this faa: very unfairly; he calls them the 
garrifon of St. Augufiine, whereas they were quartered over the country; 
a material difference. But in this and in the following circumfiances, let 
us never forget Bartram's journal being mutilated. His general opinion 
of the country mufi: certainly be the mofi important part of the work, and 
a part which every reader cannot but be furprized at the want of. To 
publiili it fa unfairly, difplays fuch a deilgn to ret off the country in a 
light more advantageous than true," that I mufi own the credit of Dr. 
Stork's account is thereby greatly impeached, or at leafi the fincerity of 
it. A defcription may be true, and yet not 'INorth a groat; for if the 
whole truth is not puhlifhed, all had better been kept in darknefs.
But the white people, it is faid, fupport their labour in the heat of the 
day through [ummer; and governor Grant is on horfeback every day from 
eleven until three. Thefe are firong circumfl:ances, and very incon:fifrent 
with fuch heat. as one would imagine they mufi endure: \¥ e may likewife 
from reafon allow what he fays of the refrefhing land and fea-breezes, 
which mufl: render them more healthy than in Carolina. Let us there
fore fieer a middle courfe, and fuppofe that Florida, from its refemblance 
to the maritime parts of Carolina, would be equally, if not more, un
wholefome, were it not for thefe breezes, which mitigate the heats, and 
render it as wholefome as fuch a foil will allow. 

As to the point of its bearing fugar, Dr. Stork feems to have concluded 
too quic~ly; for the cultivation of that vegetable is very incon:fifl:ent with 
fuch a frofi as Bartram records. The cane may grow at St. Augufl:ine, 
and yet (as the author of the Prifent State remarks) produce nothing but 

. * Th~ the:mometer in the C.enturion, during her [urrounding the globe, and palling the 
lwe [(maal tImes, never rore hIgher than 76. Anfon's Voyage, fto, p. 182. 
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melaffes. 'Vhat this author likewife mentions of the trees, which do and 
ought to diftingui£h good land, is very juft, and bears hard ag~inft Florida. 
Likewife Mr. Bartram's fearching for, and not finding a bit of clay, does 
not very well accord with Dr. Stork's ftratum of day fo near the fand. 
But the remarks on the corn and grafs, of the fame author, appear not to 
be well founded, becauie Carolina, according to his account, has as little; 
and yet we know, on better authority, that it raifes large quantities of 
indigo, and maintains prodigious herds of cattle; wnereas, according to 
him, without grafs there can be no indigo,-and mof!: certainly no herds 
of cattle. This part of his argument is therefore the language of preju
dice. In the 'next paragraph he couples Florida and the Weft Indian 
Wands together, and is ~qually againH: both; which proves in the dean;ft 
manner that, politically fpeaking, he knows nothing at all of the mittel'. 
In debating the benefits of colonization, whoever of common fenfe quef
tioned the propriety of planting ifiands in the Weft Indies? This point I 
fhall difmifs, as too clear to bear an argument. 

From thefe circumftances therefore we find, that Florida is not only 
unwholefome, but totally improper for the cultivation of fugar; that it 
is very deficient in aHland but fwamp and pine-barren. But as to their 
degree of ferti-lity, we know butlittle. The one aJTerting the latter to be 
very fertile in Indian corn, indigo, &c. the other, that it will bear no
thing; however, if we reafon by analogy from Carolina, we may fup
pofe the fwamps to be good rice grounds, and the pine-barren to be not 
unfruitful in many ufeful produtlions. --More exprefs determinations 
would be the refult of the quotation from Dr. Stork, had it not appeared 
that Bartram's journal was mutilated; but fuch a circumftance makes one 
fufpicious, that he might be diretled what to write, as the other was what 
to publi£h; And this, with the greater reafon,as no anfwer to the very 
heavy accufations of falfehood brought by the author of the Prejent State 
has appeared on the part of Dr. Stork, which it muft be allowed does not 
tend to ftrengthen his credit. As to Weft Florida, I find it agreed by all 
to be unwholefome, and as a colony good for nothing. 

"The Weft Indian Wands come next in order: in accounts of which 
authors have been much more confifi:ent, and therefore I :£hall not be 
under the neceffity of quoting various defcriptions of one thing. I :Chall 
in general adhere to the author of the European Settlements, as he col
letled his work from all the materials yet extant: But wherever I can call 
in later authority, I £hall not neglect it. Jamaica claims our firft atten
tion. 

L 1 The 
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" The face of the country, fays he, is a good deal different from what 
is generally obferved in other places. For as, on one hand, the mountains 
are very freep; fo the plains between them ,are perfectly' ftnooth and level. 
In thefe plains the foil augmented by the wafh of the moun~ains for fo 
many ages, is prodigioufly fertile. None of our iflands produce fa fine 
fugars. They formerly had here cacao in greatperfeaion, which delights 
in a rich ground. Their pailures, after the rains, are of a moil beauti
ful verdure, and extraord,inary fatnefs. They are called favann:as. On 
the whole, if this ifland were not troubled with great thunder~, a.nd 
lightnings, hurricanes and earthquakes; and if the air Was not at once 
violently hot; damp, and extremely unwholefome in Iii6fr parts, the fer
tility and beauty of this country would make it as defitable a fituatiart far 
pleafure as it is for the profits, which; in fpite of thefe difadval1tages, 
draw hither fuch a number of people *. The quantity of fertile land ih 
Jamaica is computed at 4,5°0,000 acres, of which 1,600,000 ont1 are 
patented, and not above 350,000 employed in any for1 of culture." 

I met with fcarce any particular defcriptions of Bar badoes; the taft 
quoted author is filent in the points in queilion. 

" It contains about 100,000 acres1 and from the immen::!ity bfthe pro-..; , 
auce, is moil of it probably cultivated. , The c1imate is very hot, efpeci
ally for eight months; but not fo exce{five as in the fame latitude on the 
continent of America, by reafon of the fea-breezes blowing all the year 
tound. The rains fall when the fun is vertical. This exceffive moi1-
ture and heat is the reafOD that their trees and plants grow to fuch a 
height. It is momy a l~vel country, with fom~ fmall hills coveted with 

. wood~ No Englifh grain is fown here; and only the Iildian ot Guinea 
corn is cultivated by the poor. Their flower they have from Eritaiil .. 
They have potatoes; yams, &c. planted all the year t." , 

The climate of Antega is hotter than that of Barbadoes, aiicl very fub.;. 
jeCt to hurricanes; .th~ foil is light an? fandy, but fertile to a: very high 
degree: much of It IS overgrown wlth wood. It has no rivulets or 
fprings; , but the inhabitants fave a fufficiency in ponds and baJons. St. 
Chrifiopher, Nevis, and Montferrat, are all the fame, except in refpeCt 
of a-want of water. 'Ba.rbuda, the p~ope~ty. of the Codrington family, is 
low land, but very f~rtlle, and apphe.d llltlre.7 to the purpofes of com
mon huibandry, or ralung the uece[fanes of llle, which the inhabitants 

'* Page (2. 

t Gugraphiwl DiflionarJ) 2 vols. folio. 1769- Art. Bari,.,Jo3S. 
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fell to the other Wands. It abounds much with various kinds of cattle, 
maize, and peafe; befides the common tropical fruits. A particular 
ilefcription of common huibahdry in the Weft Indies, fuch as is practifed 
in this ifland, would be "equally entertaining and inftructive, but no author 
has given it: neverthelefs, it ought to be the firft foundation of new 
plantations; and by being too much neglected at firft, frequently involves 
planters in numerous difficulties. Let the flaple be ever fo profitable, the 
firfi fiep in its culture fhould be commencing common farmer. 

The iflands ceded by the laft treaty of peace are next to be confidered; 
and herein I have a very valuable guide, whofe accounts are collected, with 
uncommon induftry, from a great number of authors. "The air of 
Dominica," fays that writer, "except in fome places that are marfhy 
and overgrown with wood, is generally reputed wholefome; as a proof 
of which, the firft Europeans who vifited it report, that it was at that 
time very populous, and that the inhabitants were the tall eft, beftfhaped, 
and at the fame time the moft robuft, active, and warlike of all the 
Caribbee Indians. The face of the country is rough and mountainous,. 
more efpecially towards the fea-fide; but within land there are many ricl\ 
and fine vallies, and fome large and fair plains. The declivities of the 
hills are commonly gentle, fa as to facilitate their cultivation; and the 
foil almoft every where deep black mould, and thence very highly com
mended for its fertility by the firft Spani£h, Engliili, and French, who havCi 
had occafion and opportunity to examine it, and upon whofe concurrent 
teftimonies therefore we may fafely rely. It is excellently v?ell watered 
by at leaft thirty rivers; fome, and particularly one of which, is very large, 
and navigable for feveral miles; the reft very commodious for all the pur
pofes of planting '~i." 

" In St. Vincent the warmth of the climate is fa tempered by rea-breezes, 
that it is looked upon as very healthy and agreeable; and on the emi
nences, vv-hich are very numerous, the air is rather cool. The foil is 
wonderfully fertile, though the country is hilly, and in fome places moun
tainous. But amongft the former there are very pleafant vallies, and at 
the bottom of the latter fome fpacious and luxuriant plains. No ifland of 
the fame extent is better watered with f1:reams and rivulets; but there are 
hardly any marilies, and no ftanding waters, in the ifle.- Befides wild 
iugar-canes, it abounds with corn, rice, and aU forts of ground provi
flons t." 

"* Candid and ~mpafti(" Conjiderations on the Nature if the Sugar'rrade, 8vo. 176-3' by Dr~ 
Campbell, p. 79~ 

t Ibid. p. 90 • 
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" The climate of Tobago, though it lies only eleven degrees and ten 
minutes north from the equator, is not near fo hot as might be expeaed; 
the force of the fun's rays being tempered by the coolnefs of the fea
breeze. When it was firft inhabited it was thought unhealthy, but as 
foon as it was a little cleared and cultivated, it was found to be equally 
pleafant and wholefome. There is likewife another circumftance which 
may ferve to recommend this climate, and that is, the i.fland's being out of 
the track of the hurricanes to which our own Wands and thofe of the 
French are expofed, and from which their plantations and iliipping fuffer 
frequently very feverely. There are many rifing grounds over all the 
Wand, but it cannot be properly ftiled mountainous, except perhaps in the 
north-weft extremity, and even there they are far from rugged or impaf
fable. The foil is very finely diverfified, being in fome places light and 
fandy, in others mixed with gravel and fmall flints; but in general it is a 
deep, rich, black mould.-Hardly }lny country can be better watered 
than this is; but there are very few or no moraffes or marilies, or 
any lake~, pools, or collections offianding waters, which of courfe muil: 
render it more healthy, and all parts of it alike habitable; and from the 
happy difpofition of the running fireams and numerous fprings, almoft 
every where habitable with the like convenience. All ground provifions 
are produced here in the utmoft abundance, as well as in the high eft per
feaion *." 

" The fituation of Granada leaves us no room to doubt that the climate is 
very warm, which, however, the French writers affure us is very much 
moderated by the regular returns of the fea-breeze, by which the air is 
rendered cool and pleafant. We may from the fame authority aifert, that 
it is wholefome; for though {hangers efpecially are frill liable to what is 
called the Granada fever, yet this is at prefent far from being fo terrible_ 
as it formerly was, proves very rarely mortal, and, as it chiefly proceeds 
from the humidity of the air, occafioned by the thicknefs of the woods, it 
will very probably be intirely removed, whenever the country is brought 
into a thorough fiate of cultivation; and this we may with the more bold
nefs prediCt, as the fame thing has confiantly happened in our own and in 
the ~rench iflands. Befides, the climate has fo.me, .and thofe too very 
peculiar advantages. The Jeafons, as they are ftlled III the Weft Indies; 
are remarkably regular; the blafi is not hithertel known. The inhabitants, 
are 1,ot liable to many difeafes that are epidemic in Martinico and Guada
loupe; and, which is the happiei1 circumfiance of all, it lies out of th(;> 
track of the hurricanes; which, with refpeCt to the fafety of the fettle
ments on ihore, and the fecurity of navigation, is almofi an inefiimable 

'* Page llI, 
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benefit.-· -There are fome very high mountains, but the number is [maD, 
and the eminencies fcattered through it are in general rather hills, gentle 

, in their afcent, of no great height, fertile, and very capable of cultiva
tion. But, exclufive of thefe, there are on both fides the iiland large 
tract.s of level ground, very fit for improvement; the foil being almoft 
every where deep, rich, mellow, and fertile in the' highefl: degree, fo as 
to be equal in all refpeCl:s, if not fuperior, to that of any of the iflands in 
the Weft Indies, if the concurrent teftimonies both of French and Britifh 

. planters may be relied upon. Itis perfeCtly well watered by many frreams 
of different fizes. All the different kinds ofground-provifions, which are 
fa requifite to the fubfiftance of Weft India plantations, are here in great 
quantities, and fome kinds of grain ripen very kinqly in this, which are 
either not raifed at all, or are raifed with difficulty in other iflands. 

" Among the Grenadines are five ii1ands, larger than the reft, Carioua
con, l' We de I'U nion, Moikito, Bequia, and Cannouan. Cariouacon is
reprefented by the French, who have vifited it, as one of the fineft and 
moft fruitful fpots in America j the foil remarkably fertile, and from its 
being pervaded by the fea:-breeze, the climate equally wholefome and 
pleafant. Cannouan, Union, and Mofkito, are allowed to be Fleafant, 
wholefome, and extremely fruitful. The foil of the Bequia is equal, if 
not fuperior, to the reft; but it has little frefh. water, and is much infefted 
with venomous reptiles *," 

We have in Ameri'ca, befides' what I have already defcribed; " two 
clufters of iilands," fays the author of the European Settlements, " the 
Bermudas or Summer Wands, at a vaft diftance from the continent, in lati
tude 3 I, and the Bahama iilands. The former are famous for the fere
nity of the air, and the beauty and richnefs of the vegetable productions; 
but the foil· could never boaft pf an extraordinary fertility. The Baha
mas are very fertile, differing little from the foil of Carolina; the climate 
is fuch as will produce any thing, and it is never reached by any frofts t.'" 

Thus have we examined the agriculture of all the Britifh colonies from I 
Nova Scotia almofi to the line; that is, their climate and, products: as to 
the practice of their common hufbandry, we are very ignorant of it, and 
confequently know not what improvements it may be capable of. OUf' 

fettlements to the north of the fouthem parts of New England, are foex
ceedingly cold,. that even the neceffaries of life are at prefent raifed in, 
them with difficulty. The [outhem parts of New England, New York, Newt 

t Vol. ii. p.282. 
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jerfey, and Penfylvania, appear to enjoy a very wholefome climate, and 
to produce in the utmofl: plenty all kinds of provifions, and other things 
neceffary for the maintenance and well-being of a numerous people. In 
a. word, they nearly refemble their mother-country in the plenty of corn 
~nd cattle; the two articles on which they find it more profitable to de
pend than on any other. Our middle colonies, Maryland and Virginia, 
are likewife very healthy, and very fertile in all the above-mentioned 
neceffaries, but being at the fame time warm enough for the produc
tion of a fiaple commodity, they attended wholly to that, while theil' 
fields would bear it, and depended upon their northern neighbours for 
neceffaries; but their foil being exhaufted (of which more hereafter) by 
their ftaple, they have lately changed their conduct, and cultivate more 
corn them they want themfelves. Our fouthern colonies, the Carolinas 
and Georgia, conGfl: particularly of two parts, a mariti mel fiat, and mar
ihy, and back, hilly, and dry part. The former is very unwholefome, 
but fruitful in rice and other productions; the latter is exceedingly plea
[1.nt, wholefome, and fertile in all productions fuitable to the heat of the 
climate. Some corn is raifed by the inhabitants, and they have plenty 
of cattle: we may conclude the country very proper for common huf
bandry, but ~hat the culture of rice is more profitable. As to our new 
acquifition, Florida, it appears to be more wholefome than the maritime 
parts of Carolina; and there is fome reafon to expeCt it will prove fertile 
in rice, and fome few other produCtions; but from the defcription of the 
country, there is little reafon to believe a common huibandry can or will 
fiourifh there. vVith refpeCt to the i:f1and-colonies in the Weft Indies, their 
climate is univerfally exceeding hot, and in general unwholefome, with 
variations in the degrees according to peculiar circumftances; but the cul
tivable foil appears in all to be of a moft fertile nature, and to produce a 
great plenty of thofe fpecies of proviGons which are adapted to the cli
mate; il1deed in i~lcl:l plenty, that numer~us inhabitants might (as they 
certainly once did) totally depend on their own foil i but the culture of 
f1:aple commodities has been fo much more profitable, that all our iflands 
except Barbuda give the greateH attention to them. And there is reafon 
to {uppofe, that this general prauice, occafioning a great demand for the 
necdTaries of life, is v\ih::tt has rendered common hl1:fbandry fo profitable 
in that i11and; _a cafe vlhich I conclude of courfe, as the inhabitants 
would c-:rt:'.inly cllltivate a Haple, if they had reafon to believe it much 
more profital)le thani:hcir common agriculture. The Bahama and Ber
mudas i~1aHls ieem to 'v7ant non:: of the neceffaries of life, with the advan
tage of an cxc,:cJing healthy and pleafant air.~ This 0-eneral view has 

k 1 f· b ta,-en up mucn 0- our room, but It was highly neceffary for all the future en-
,;:..;;~-ies concerning our colonies, which are many and important, and depen?, 
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in a goad meafure, upon this; fince whatever benefits we receive from 
our old fettlements; or expect to receive from our new ones, they muft 
refult in no trifling degree from the articles climate, foil, and neceiTaries 
of life; iirlce however general an attention may be given to a profitable 
:fiaple, yet no one can imagine that any colony is to depend upon others for 
daily bread, and the means of exifling. The foil mufl be able to yield a 
full plenty, although but a part of the people's fubiiflance is drawn from 
it. If we view our mofl advantageous fettlements, this truth will clearly 
appear. 

Manufal1ureso 

As there papers are defigned to contain a collection offal1s rather tharu 
a train of argztments-, I {hall not here inquire into the means poiTeffec[ 
by the colonies of eflabliihing manufaCl:ures, (a point much debated of 
late) but firfl give fuch minutes of their manufactures as I can meet with,., 
fcattered through feveral books and tracts which have been written on the 
fubject of America;. fuch at leafl as are to be the. mofl depended upon; 
and afterwards inquire into the flate of their labour, and the eafe or diffi
culty with which fuch manufactures or future ones have been, or may be,. 
eftabliilied. I iliould, however, premife, that the materials for fuch aIL 
inquiry are extremely [canty, infomuch that I do not know bf one chap
ter, feaion, or part of any treatife whatever, that treats fingly of this 
fubjeet .. 

The woollen manufaCtures of the middle and northern colonies are very 
confiderable, and in a much more flouriiliing condition than was ima
gined a few years ago. "Their paftures,'" [1.J8 an author I have often 
quoted, "will not maintain large cattle, and are only fit to feed i11eepand 
goats, on which they mufl fubfill as people do in the like foil and climate 
in"all parts of the world. Tbeir wool is like<""iYJije better tban the Ellglijh, 
at leaft in the [outhem colonies. It is of the fame kind with the Spanifu 
wool, or curled and frizzled like that, and might he rendered as fine by 
the fame management. Sheep likewife maintain themfelves in thefe 
fouthenl colonies throughout the whole year, without co:ll Ol~ trouble. 
Thus, by the ftep which the colonies have lately taken to raifc all the 
fheep they can, they will foon have plenty of wool. "Vith this they ha7.JC 
already made clotb worth twelve jhillings a yard, which is as good as 
any that is made of Engliili wool. Some of their wool has been fent to. 
England, where it fold for the price of the beft; although this was from 
a common tobacco-plantation, where no care had been taken of it fince 

Ameri~" 
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America has been fettled *." One would apprehend, however, from this 
paffage, that thde manufaCtures were in the fouthern colonies, but we 
fhall find by and by that thefe have none: if their wool is the beft, it is 
the more northern fettlements that buy and manufacture it. It is well 
known, that the moil: valuable of our exports to America is that of our 
woollen manufactures; but it appears plain enough, that this branch is 
like to decreafe daily from rival ones in our colonies. 

Another writer, though he aiferts the wool of New England is not 
fo good as that of Britain, yet fpeaks thus of their manufacturing it. 
" They manufacture a great deal of it .very fuccefsfully. I have {een 
cloths made there, which were of as clofe and firm a contexture, though 
not fo fine, as our beft drabs; they were thick, and as far as I could 
judge, fuperior for the ordinary wear of country people, to any thing we 
make in England t." In another place he fays, " they have enough of 
it for their own cloathing t." This account was wrote years ago; there
fore, by this time, we may conclude they export largely. 

vVith refpeCt to linen, it is the fame; for there is a very large linen 
manufaCture at Bofton, and another in the neighbourhood of Philadel
phia, carried on by Scotch and Iriili workmen, and fupported by the 
principal merchants of thofe cities. 

They make large quantities, and of a very good kind. Their principal 
fettlement is in a town, which, in compliment to them, is called London
derry If. 

There are likewife confiderable manufactures of hats in New England 
and in New York, which were rofe to fuch a flourifhing ftate near twenty 
years ago, as to be fold over the ref!: of the colonies §. What therefore are 
they at prefent ? In 

"" Prefent State, p. 142. t European Settlements, vol. ii. p. 166. :j: Ibid. 174. 
~ Propofitions for improving Jl.1anufallures, &c. p. 18. 
§ Ibid. p. 175' and Propofitions for improving Manufallures, p. 18. See likewife the fol

lowing extra0s fr~m a l1:ws-paper in this cafe; it is very good authority. - The affembly 
of ~?fton havll1g, In theIr n:eetIn~ of the 28th of Oaober 1767, taken into confideration a 
petition ~f a number of the 1l1habltants, " That fame effeB.ual means might be agreed on to 
promote md ufrry, <:economy and manufaaures," they came to the follovying refolutions : that 
whereas the exceffive ure of foreign fuperfluities is the chief caufe of the pre(ent diftreffed Rate 
of that town, as it is thereby drained of its money; they therefore voted, that the faid town 
would take all prudent al'ld legal meafu.res to leffen the ufe of fuperfluities, among which loaf
fugar, cordage, anchors,. coaches, ChaIreS, and many other artIcles, moft of them imported 
from Eng,land, are mentIOned; that new n:anufaaures {balI be fet up in their fread, particu
larly of g,afs anJ paper; that the town wIll, by all prudent means, encourage fuch manu-

factures; 
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In Penfylvania it is the fame. Many years ago they manufactured 
almofl: all their cloathing, linen, woollen, &c.'!,< The middle colonies are 
much freer from manufactures in tIie opinion of all, and indeed mull be, 
according to reafon; and yet even Virginia exports flme linen to Caro
lina t. But the author of the European Settlements Jays they have none 
to mention. "The colonies grow," fays another writer, " many hundred 
tons of hemp and flax, but manufacture it all t." So long ago as 173 2 , 

we find in the report of the lords of trade to theJegiflature, concerning the 
fiate of the colonies, " The furveyor-general of his majefty's woods 
writes, that they have in New Englandjixfurnaces and nineteenforges for 
making of iron; and that great quantities of hats are made in this pro ... 

faCtures; that they will not ufe any gloves at funerals, unlefs manufaCl:ured in the country; 
and that an inRrument be handed about for fubfcription for that purpoic. 

At the fame meeting two perfons undertook to fupply the inhabitant~ with a fufficient 
quantity of Rarch and Scotch fnuff, manufaCtured in the province, at the prime coR of, and 
of as good a quality as, that imported from England .. The paper-manufatl:urers gave 
aIT'urances of their being able to furnilh the province with a fufficient quantity of paper. 
Thirty thouCand yards of cloth, it was faid, had been manufatl:ured in one fmall country 
town only of that province: upwards of 40,000 pair of women's {hoes made in one year in 
Lynn, of equal goodnefs with tboff1 imported from abroad. Calimanco and other Ruffs ma
nufaCtured in the province, it is thought will in a few years be made there in fufficient quan
tity for the ufe of the inhabitants; and an herb, called La?rador, has been lately found out, 
which hegins already to take place of green and bohea tea, IS of a falutary nature, and a more 
agreeable flavour. 

We are a[ured from good authority, that many of the ladies of this town have faid, that 
in the liR of articles not to be purchafed, tea ought by no means to have been omitted; and 
that they are refolved to omit the ufe of it for the future. 

In a large circle of ladies in BoRon town, it was unanimoufly agreed to lay :lfide the ,ufe 
of ribands, &c. for wh ich there has been -fo great a refort to milliners in times paft. It is 
hoped that this refolution will be followed by others of the [ex throughout the province. 

We muR, after all our efforts, depend greatly upon the female fex for the introduction of 
ceconomy among us: and it is a[ured, that their utmoft aid will not be wanting. [Thefe 
accounts are taken from the BOSTON GAZETTE, on the top of which is printed in italics, 
Save your Money, and you witl Jave your GountlJ ! ] 

12. Letters from ~ebec inform, that the new manufactures there are in a very flouri{h
ing comlition, particularly their caR iron ware; great quantities of which they export to the 
fouthern colonies. -

13. This week a .number of artificers in the Reel, copper, and caR iron branch~s, 
been engaged, on great encouragement, to embark for New England. 

have 

* European Settlements, p. 206. Douglas's North Americ. vol. ii. p. 332. 
f DeJcription of South Caroiino,.I7 6I • P·45· 
t. Prefent State, p. 145· 
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vmce; likewife that great quantities are exported to Spain, Italy, and 
the Weft Indies *." 

From thefe ilight ik~tches of the A~erican manufactures, (which are 
the chief of thofe I can meet with that are to be the leaft depended 'upon) 
it appears, that our northern colonies, or in other words, thofe which in 
the preceding review of their hufbandry were found moft to refemble the 
mother-country in raifing little befides the neceffaries of life, carryon 
more manufaCtures than all the reft put together. Very important reflec
tions will be from hence fuggefied, when I come to confider the article of 

-ftaple commodities; but at prefent let me remark, that [outh of New 
York no manufaCtures are mentioned except fome linen in Virginia. 
'Indeed in the Carolinas they have none, nor ever had, except once a little 
negro-cloth, and that lafted no longer than the very low price of their 
ftaple, rice, and is now heard of no more. And as to the Weft Indies, 
it is well known by all, that their neceuaries, even down to the minuteft 
article in the dre[s of a negro, are all imported from the mother-country. 

When we come to fpeak of the exportations to the continental colonies, 
we ihall find the amount very fmall, compared with the neceffaries of 
Q,200,OQO people. The author of the European Settlements afferts the 
cloathing of a negro to be about forty illillings a year; if fo, the cloath
ing of the inhabitants of the continent, whites and blacks, men, women, 
and children, upon an average, cannot be lefs than thirty ihillings each; 
there is much greater rea[on to believe it more. This article alone 
amounts to 3, ; 00,000; and even cloathing is not perhaps of fo great an 
amount as all other articles of Britain's exports, fuch as implements, 
furniture, luxuries, merchandize, &c. &c. and yet, VITithout taking any 
of thefe into the account, we find her total exports to North America faU 
mort 2. million and a half of the amount of the cloathing alone t; and 
inclucliDg all that North America re-exports again, a proof amounts· to 
demonftratlon that the manufaClures they import from Britain bear no 
comparifon with what they fabricate themfelves; and if the {hare of the 
fouthern colonies be deduCled, as they have icarce any manufactures, we 
:!hall fnd th~t the northern colonies may poffibly be worfe than none ie 
the confumption of Britiili prorluC1s; re-exporting what they import, with 
a confiderable addition of their own manufaC1ures, or at leafi: ~;~~,~ortiGz 
of th~ir own neceITaries more than to the amount of their confmn'~tion ~-f' 
BIitifh fuperfluities. I do not venture this as an aifertion, but ~he cafe 
(f-n~.inly carries that afpec1:.-A writer, who takes up the pen abfolutely 

.~ ,\nderfon's Dedi/Dion, vo1. ii. p. 344. t See Interll oj G. Britain, &c. 
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in their favour afferts that they do not purchafe a}ixth part of their ne
ceffaries from Britain *.-The whites in the Weft Indies take off of 
Britilh manufaCtures above 20 I. a head: fuch is the difference between 
colonies abounding in manufactures, or having none !--But of this 
more hereafter. 

But it is afferted by feveral writers inan argumentative manner, that the 
colonies cannot manufaCture to any amount, upon account of the dearnefs 
of labour and cheapnefs of land, and therefore treat all ideas of their be
coming a manufacturing· people as idle dreams and unjufl: fufpicions. 
But let us in the firft place remember, that it may be thought an affront 
to a common underfianding, to reafon about the probability ofja[fs, after 
they are known. Thus I have already {hewn from various authorities, 
none of which have been formerly difputed, that our northern colonies 
not only have a few manufactures, but are really become a manufac
turing people: the extraCt I inferted from the Bofion Gazette fufficiently 
proves this, and likewife ihews what the inhabitants of that city think 
of the impoffibility of becoming fuch. Would they firive fo hard to com
pafs impoffibilities? They have plainly effeCted the point, and are now 
driving full fpeed for the entire completion of their fcheme, the manu
faCturing all thofe fuperfluities and luxuries which they have hitherto 
taken from the mother country; fo· that their exportation to the other 
colonies (and to thofe of other nations aIfo) of nece£Euies, muft and will 
daily increafe, while their importation even of fuperfluities from Britain 
will dwindle· to nothing. This is the cafe with the greateft . and moft 
populous of all our colonies, who are thus become in reality .a mother 
country (at leaft in all the properties of one) ready to fend forth new. 
colonies, inftead of remaining a colony of Great Britain! 

But let us hear upon what thofe writers ground their arguments, who 
affert that the colonies cannot have manufaCtures to a large amount. The 
chief of them handles the fubjeCt in the following manner: after fpeak
ing of the increafe of their people, he goes on: "But notwithfianding 
that increafe, fo vaft is the territory of North America, that it will require 
many aaes to fettle it fully; and 'till it is fully fettled, labour will never 
be cheap here, where no man continues long a labourer for others but 
gets a plantation of his own; no man continues long a journeyman to 
a trade but o-oes among thore new fettlers and fets up for himfelf, &c. 
Hence labou~ is no cheaper now in Penfylvania than it was thirty years 
ago, though fo many thoufand labouring people have been impo~ted.from 
Germany and Ireland. The danger therefore of thefe colomes mter 

., Prefent Stat)e, p. 160. 
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fering with their mother country in trades that.depend on lab~ur? m~m~
faCtures, &c. is too remote to require the attentIOn of Great BrItam. TIS 

an ill grounded opinion that by the labo~r of. fl~ves, America may~ 
poffibly vie in cheapnefs of manufactures with BrItam. The labour of 
Daves can never be fo cheap here as the labour of working men is in 
Britain; anyone may compute it. Interefl: of money is in the colonies 
from fix to ten per cent. Slaves, one with another, coft 30 I. frerTing per 
heau; reckon then the intereft of the firfr purchafe of a £lave, the infur
ance or rifque on his life, his cloathing and diet, expences in his fi~knefs 
and 10fs of time, lofs by his neglecrof bufinefs, (negletl:is natural to the man 
who is not to be benefited by his own care or dilligence) ex pence of a driver 
to keep him at work, and his pilfering from time to time; alm,oft every 
Dave being from the nature of £lavery a thief; and compare the whole 
amount with the wages of a manufatl:urer of iron or wool in England, 
you will fee that labour is much cheaper there than it ever can be by 
negroes here. Why then will Americans purchafe £laves? Becaufe flaves 
may be kept as long as a man pleafes, or has occauon for their labour, 
while hired men are continually leaving their mafters (often in the midft 
of their bufinefs) and [etting up for themfelves*." 

In order to reconcile thefe reafonings with the fa8s which are already 
proved, it is neceiTary to diftinguifh between the northern and the fouthern 
colonies; by the northern I mean thofe to the north of Maryland. In the 
review I took of their agriculture it appeared, that the inhabitants of the 
nort!1ern ones [ubfifted themfe1ves upon common hufbandry; and, as 
very inconfiderable profitrefults from that when the farms are fmall, con-
fequently they will yield the lefs produtl:s for the purchafe of manufac
tures. The great argument of this gentleman is~ that even a labourer, or 
workman in a manufaCture, will prefently fet up a farm for himfelf, 
as land is fo eafily had: This farm now mua be upon a very fmall fcale, 
if it is formed out of a workman's favings, and fo [oon as the writer 
reprefents it; the poffdfor of it muft therefore find no inconfiderable 
difficulty in procuring out of the fale of his furplus a fufficient fum for 
the purchafe of manufaCtures; hence refults the manufatl:uring all that 
is pollible in his own family. Many years ago, Douglas tells us, the 
back-fettlers in Penfylvania manufaCtured nine-tenths of what they wore .. 
But they not only manufadure as much as pollible, but can fcarce afford. 
to purchafe even tools to cultivate their lands. A parallel muft not be drawn 
between a little farmer in England and a little planter in one of thefe 

* . Ol?(ervGtions COl1ctrnjnt; ike 1l1(re~fe of Mankind, peopling of Countries, &c. 175 I. annexed, 
1jo The. Intmil oj Great Bntam, cO,!/ldered, 8vo. 1760. P.5 2• 
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colonies; becaufe the former has a fure and quick fale for his produCts, 
which is by no means the cafe with the back-fettlers in the colonies; nor 
are the products of the latter near fo valuable as thofe of the former. 

In truth, the difficulties of forming a new plantation are fo great, that I 
cannot conceive the cafe' truly flated by the above quoted writer. A new 
planter, or. more properly fpeaking, farmer, hashis land to clear, ahoufeand 
offices to build, flock of all kinds to purchafe, implements and furniture, a 
year's provifion, cloathing, &c. Let his farm be ever fo fmall, all thefe ar
ticles will amount to a confiderable fum; and efpecially as builders of all 
kinds (a fpecies of manufacturers) are according to our author fo very dear 
to hire. A farm in England will be much eafier hired and flocked than 
all thefe circumflances got over in the colonies, and yet we do not find 

. that the eafe of hiring land in England is any prejudice to our manufac
tures. I beg leave to recommend the idea of the expen<!e and difficulty 
of fettling a little plantation in the colonies, where the land is fo overrun 
with wood *; and let any perfon of common fenfe judge, whether it will 
prove fo trifling as to prevent the eflablifhment of manufactures. One 

, very material circumilance is, the indifference of the foil and the fuperior 
. difficulty of clearing it, compared with the fouthern colonies. In a warm 

climate, a fruitful foil, and the trees thinly fcattered, the cafe would be 
'different, and accordingly the fall is different; for in fuch we find 1ZO' 

manufactures, but to the northward many. 

Take a view of the cities, towns, failors, &c. &c. of the northern and 
{outhern colonies, and the difference will be yet more ilriking. "There 
is not one of our fettlements," fays an author I have often quoted " which 
can be compared, in the abundance of people, the number of confiderable 
and trading towns, and the manufactures that are carried on in them, to 
New England: the mofl populous and flourifhing parts of the mother
country hardly make a better appearance." Boilon many years ago con
tained, according to the [arne account, at leaft 20,000 inhabitants t, New 
York above 12,000 t, Philadelphia 13,000 §. Whereas pafs the line to, 
the fouthward, and you will find no towns at all that deferve mentioning. 
Thefe c~ties at prefent mull be much more populous; the trade carried on 
by them is very confiderable: it would be anticipating my fubjefr to entet: 

'II< It is well known that new fettlements make no other ufe of timber but to deil:roy it as 
fail: as they can; which indeed is necefTary tv clear the land for corn and gra[s. Prifmt 
State, p. 242. 

t Account of the EuropeanSettltments, vol. ii. p. 173. 
l Ibid. p. 190' § Ibid, p. 2C4. 

into< 
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'into particulars; but the faCl is well known that their commerce is pro
lFgioufly extenfive~ and that they employ a vafi number of feamen"''". 

Now if land was fo very eafi]y fettled, and labour fo very dear, I would 
ark: the 'writer I am anfwering, how thefe faCls come to be fo? If the 
cafe was as he fiates it, fuch towns could not have been formed, fuch a 
trade could not hav'ebeen raifed; the formation of both would be to the 
full as difficult as of manufaCtures; for towns are inhabited, as well as 
111ips navigated, by what may be called furplus hands, or in other words, 
thofe which culture fpares ; and it is by the faIne that manufactures are 
carried on. To the fouthward, where land is much eaGer planted, and 
yields more valuable produCtions, we find neither towns, trade, nor ma
nufaClures. In whatever light therefore we view this point, fac7s on every 
fide prove direClly contrary to our American Author's argument. 

As to the point of manufaClures being carried on by negroes, he is 
perfeClly right; but here again he proves nothing, for the colonies which 
rival us in our manufaClures are not thofe which ufe negroes, they have 
none or fcarce any among them: and here I cannot avoid quoting a 
paffage from a modern author, on the effects of £lavery on manufaCtureso 
", I cannot pretend to advance, as a confirmation of this doctrine, that 
theeftabliiliment 'of £lavery in our colonies in America was made with 
a view to promote agriculture, and to curb manufactures in the new world, 
becaufe I do not know much of the fentiments of politicians at that time; 
but if it be true that £lavery has the effect of advancing agriculture and 
other laborious operations which are of a £Imple nature, and at the fame 
time of difcouraging invention and ingenuity; and if the mother-country 
has occafion for the produce of the firfi, in order to provide or to employ 
thofe which are taken up at home in the profecution of the latter; then 
I mufi conclude that £lavery has been very luckily, if not politically efta
blifhed, to compafs fuchan end; and therefore, if any colony, where £lavery 
is not comrnon, 111all ever begin to rival the indufl:ry of the mother-country, 
a very good way of frufirating the attempt will be to encourage the intro-

"* " Where ignorance and barbarity," fays a Penfylvanian writer, "frowned over the 
u.n~ulti~ated e~rtl!, gay fiel?s now fmile bedecked in the yellow robe of full eared harvefl: ; 
CitIes rIle m3Jefh~ to t!le VltW ;, Beets too cfoud the capacious harbour with their fwellino
canvas, and h~'~rms of chearful inh-lbitants cover the !hore with monuments of their in~ 
dufir)'." Ameriw1Z Diffirtotions, p. 6. So mllch the worre for Britain; what does this 
exhibit but mmU7nCllts of their ril'alfhip? Fields of corn, rnajefl:ic cities, and [welling canvas, 
are what, we want.at homc', ,not In the colonies. They had much better be [pread over the 
country 1I1 plantations, making fiaple commodities for Britain. I !hall by and by {how that 
there high-flown, and majejlic doings are not worth a groat to the mother-coumry,-but are 
wor[e than nothing. 

6 duCtion 
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duCtion of £laves' into fuch colonies without any refiriCtions, and allow it 
to work its natural effeCt *." 

Dr. Franklin is' not however the only writer who: h~s formed tbe com
.bination of land ch.eap, labour dear; another fpeaks thus of it: " It wou~d 
certainly be more profitable to the colonies themfelves to make ftaple com-· 
modities, than to make manufactures; they are the produce of lands 
that are ,both cheap .and in ,plenty in our colonies, whereas manufac
tures are the produce 'of labour, that is both fcarce and dear in them" 
and require many hands and improvements to carry them on to any ad-

. vantage; all which they are without, and thereby fpend their time upon1 
manufaCtures to little or no purpoJe, as we may fee by daily experiencet." 
All which, as we have feen from facts, is totally void of truth. "Th.e 
number of their (the colonies) inhabitants, fays another t, though near' 
three millions, is fmall in proportion to the extent of continentther 
po:ITefs .. Lands are confequently cheap and labour dear." 

A fourth writer enters more particularly into the point of labour; his 
fentiments are as follows. I give the quotation at length; becaufe, notwith
fianding his writing fo particularly in favour of the colonies in general, yet;: 
he aiferts labour t6 be cheap among them, and deduces it from the very 
reafon which the preceding quotatkms give for its being dear; the 
chea,pnefs of land. "There are 600,000 labourers in North AmericCb" 
who make by all their employments 1,5°0,0001. a year, which is but. 
50S: a head per annum,and not two-pence a day. In the tobacco colo
nies they m».ke more by their agriculture than in any others; and although 
they are, or have ~een all employed in it, yet 800,000 people make but 
about 300,000 I. a year by their tobacco, vvhich is but 7 s. 6 d. a head -
per annum; and not above 10 or 1:2 s. including all the other branches of 
their agriculture. The labourers, who are about a fifth or fixth part,. 
make about 50 s. a head per annum, or 31. at moil, which is but two
pence a day; and that appears to he the value of labour on plantations in 
North. America.--They § who efiimate the price of labour in the colo
nies by the day, do not know v/llat their labour is, and much lefs the 
value of it. There is no fuch thing as day-labourers on plantations, and 
it is inconfifient with the defign of them to admit of any. Day-labourers. 
are only to be found in populous and well-improved couptries, where they 
have a variety of employments which afford them a daily fubfifiance; 

* Sir James Steuart's PoZiticallnquiry, vol. i. p. 169' 
t Contell in America. By Dr. MitchdJ, 8vo. 1757. Preface, p. 26. 
t American DijJertations (for an abfurd Prize Medal given by a London Merchant) p. 70 • 

§ Reg lIlations of the C o!onies, p. 6 K. / 
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but as nothing will do that without manufaCtures, they ,vho would efti
mate the price of labour in the colonies by the day, muft of courfe admit 
of manufaccurcs. But on plantations everyone is employed by the year, 
111 order to make a crop, ,.yhich lafis for a tV';relvemonth. Now the wages 
of futh labourers' ~re four or five pounds a year for men, and tV'1O for 

. -W01nen, ,vho are the chief manufaCturers: this brings the price of labour 
on- a medium to 3 1. a year, which is but two-pence a day, for everyday 
in the year. --The dearnifs' of day-labour' (here he appears to mean 
thqfe that are literal(r fpeaking hired by the day) in the colonies proceeds 
from two caufes: firft, the labourers \vhoare thus employed by the year, 
ill' 6rder to make a crop of ftaple commodities for Britain, and their pro-
:lvih6ns with it, may lofe their whole crop by neglecting it for a few 
days, and cannot {pare a day's work without lofing ten times as much as 
it is worth; and perhaps their whole year's fubfifiance, which is the true 

. cau[e of the dearne[s of day-labour in the plantations: fecondly, if there 
'are any common labourers to be found, who are not engaged by the year, 
as there feldom are, they cannot find employment for above a few days 
in a month perhaps; and, for that rea[on, they muft have as much for 
two or three days work, as will maintain them for as many weeks; but 
at'the year's end they have not perhaps earned two-pence a day, for all 
"the wages they may get, which is generally a {hilling a day, meaning 
a\ways fterling cq/b. Thus the day-labourers of the colonies, if there are 
any, are only the vagrants, and not the labourers of the country; who 
ftrollfrom place to place without houfe or home, are clothed in rags and 
have not bare neceifaries, notwithfianding the fuppofed high price of their 
labour.--Among other things it is alleged, that the colonies cannot 
make manufactures on account of the dearnefs of labour; when two
thirds or three:fourths qf the people are clothed with nzanzifaflures 0/ their 
Oram making; which are fa far from being dear, that they coft little or 
nothing but indufiry, as we know by experience. They make them for 
their own ufe; and as thefe are [0 much better than what are made for fale, 
it is an inducement for everyone almoft to make them, as we have found with 
many others by experience. And if labour is now dear, manufactures will 
make it cheap, by affording confiant and daily employment for labourers, 
and fupplying them with c10athing at a cheaper rate than they can have it 
from Britain; which now comes dear to the poor in America, by pailing 
through [0 many hands before the con[umers get it, and thereby enhances the 
price of the labour. The price oflabouris always in proportion to the nece{
faries of life, which their plenty qf land renders cheap, and cOl1fequently la
boltr; but here, where lands are fa [carce, and the neceffaries of life fa dear, 
both labour and 7lla1ll~faflures are much dearer than in the colonies, when 
·~he7 ~are once acquainted ,"vith the way of making them. For thefe reafons we 

m~(y 
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may be a{fured, that the colonies .muft have manufaCtures and a trade in 
them, when they grow ropulous, &c. *" Remarks upon this paffage are 
needlefs, the reader doubtIefs will reckon it (when he confiders the quarter 
from which it comes) abfolutely decilive; and to prove at once, not only 
the greateft amount of the manufaaures carried on in the northern colo
nies, but likewife fully to overturn the pretence (in them) of land cheap, 
labour dear. 

Thus, from a general view of the climate, population, agriculture, and 
manufaaures of the Britifh fettlements in America, thefe few conclufions 
may be drawn. 

I. That the number of their people are about two millions and an half. 

II. That the northern colonies (thofe north of Maryland) in refpeCt of 
climate, foil, agriculture and manufactures, poffefs moft of the requifttes 
of an independant people; differing very little in die effects of thofe· cir
cumftances from Britain. 

lIT. That the middle colonies (Maryland and Virginia)· in refpeCl: of 
~griculture, refemble of late years. the northern: in ref pea of manufac
tures they poffefs a few; but thofe of no great amount; in refpeel of 
climate and fbil they are excellenf, as admitting a culture different from 
that of Britain. 

IV. That the fouthern colonies (the reft of the continental ones, and the 
Weft India Hlands) in refpefr of all the above-named particulars, are 
abfolutely in a different walk from Britain, being entirely employed in 
railing grofs commodities for her; Florida excepted, which is yet un
known. 

* Prefent State, p. 298. I mufl: however remark, that I quote this palTage in preference 
to others, becaufe it enters particularly into the fubjetl, not becaufe it contains the clear 
opinion of the author; for who would imagine the fame. book to contain the following: ?-
" However necelTary manufaaures are to the colonies in their prefent fttuation, yet agricul
ture would turn to much more account. Manu/at/ures are the reflt/! of /ajour, which is both 
fi:arce and dear among them; but flaple comm~dities are th: produce of lands, whifh are both cheap and 
in plmty I" p. 162. From a multitude of palTages m ~he work, and the conteJlill America; 
from the great fimiliarity of manners, language, ano fenttments; from the number of tautoli
gies, both of exprejJion and idea, &c. &c. 1 am perfuaded the fame author wrote them both .. 
They both contain much ufeful knowledge- much contempt of all who pretend to know 
any thing of the ,matter-and yet more dogmati.cal affertions. I fhould likewife obferve, 
that the tranfiation of Du Pratz Hijlary of Louijiana appears to be the work of the fame 
pen. 

Nn SEC T. 
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SEC T. II. 

OJ their Staple Commodities. 

T HE great benefit refuIting from colonies is the cultivation of ftaple 
commodities different from thofe of the mother-country; that, in

fiead of being obliged to purchafe them of foreigners at the expence pollibly 
of treafure, they may be had from iettlementlO in exchange for manufac
tures. The truth of no pofition can be clearer than this; and yet many 
writers who allow it, harangue greatly in the praife of the benefits this 
nation receives from colonies which have no ftaples at aJl. The reader 
dO'ubtlefs remarked in the preceding review of the agricul ture of the Britifu 
fettlements on the continent of North America, that feveral of them abound
ed fo much with the neetjJaries if life, and fo little with articles of culture 
more profitable, that they refembled a mother-country more than a colony~ 
This is for want of ftaple commodities. But as this term of Jlaples muft 
be frequently ufed in the enfuing pages, I ihall explain the fenfe in which 
~ mean to have it underftood.--By ftaple commodities in the prefent 
cafe I underftand, unmanzifaElured produCls if the flil, different from thqfe 
if the mother-country; and in quantity and value foJlicient to exchange 
for all or 1izo/l if the necejJaries if life. A few inftances will fully explain 
this. Wool, if it be different from that of the mother~country, is, to the 
amount of her demand, a ftaple. Fiiheries are no ftaples, becaufe not the 
produa.s of the ]oil; for the fame reafon no articles of trade are fiaples : 
no commodity is to be called by that name that is not, in conjunElion witb 
others, fufficient for the purchafe of neceifaries. Thus a colony might 
produce corn, cattle, fiili, &c. &c. and a fmall quantity of filk : the latter is 
not therefore to be termed a fiaple, becaufe too inconfiderable in quantity .. 
But if, inftead of corn, cattle, and fiili, we fubftitute tobacco, cotton and 
hemp, filk will then, however fmall the quantity, be a ftaple, as forming 
with the reft the fufficient amount. This definition may be open to fome' 
objeCtions, but I apprehend they are lefs confiderable than thofe which 
attend the ufe of terms in various fenfes: a bad definition well adhered 
to is better than no precifion at all.-As the fonthem fettlements are 
in re[pecr of ftaples infinitely the moft valuable, and as inftances of their 
example will be ufeful in confidering the northern ones, I {hall reverfc the 
method I have hitherto followed of advancing from north to fauth, and 
begin with the iflands, proceeding northwards. For the fake of clearnefs,. 
I than divide this fethon into two parts; in the FIRST I :!hall treat of 

thofe (oloni~s which have ftaples ;jiJjl of fuch as are already efiabliilied, 
.t m ... , 
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and Jecolld~y of [nch additional ones as 'have been propored for them by 
various writers. The SECOND will comprehend thofe colonies which have 
none; and therein I ihall examine the ftate of fuch commodities as have 
been by fome improperly called their ftaples. 

The colonies which poff"efs ftaple commod~ties are the Vveft India iilands, 
'-the fouthern continental ones, comprehending Georgia a.ndthe Caroli
nas, (as to Florida, it being yet unfettled, the conjeCtures concerning it 
will be examined at lall) - and the middle continental ones, comprehend-
ing Virginia and Maryland. ' 

The l1Tijl' . India ' 1jlandJ'. 

, The fiaple, productions of thefe immenfe1y valuable colonies are, I. 

,fugar, 2. cotton, 3. pimento, 4. wood for cabinet makers,s.' fundry 
articles. ' 

Of Sugar. 

This plant, which has made fuch a prodigious figure in the commerce 
of the modern world, is of too much importance to be paffed nightly 
over; and yet to give a full account of it would be but to repeat what 
is to be met with in a thoufand common books: I ihall therefore d\vell 
no farther on the natural hiftory of it, than thofe particulars of the foil 
and culture it requires, which are neeefiiuy to be fully examined and 
known, before we can venture even a conjeC}:ure on the pollib1e extention . 
of fo profitable a culture; and even thefe particulars I ihall touch on with 
as much brevity as is confiftent with the defign ofthefe papers. 

The fugar cane is a fmooth jointed reed, of a ihining greenifh colour; 
which, as the plant approaches to maturity, changes by degrees into a 
yellow. Their fize varies greatly according to the foil, feafon, and other 
circumftances; the mofi ufual height is from four to feven or eight feet: 
In fome foils they never exceed two or three feet; in others they rife 
to nine, ten, or more. The -thicknefs of the middling 11zed ones is about 
an inch; fome of the finall ones are little more than half an inch thick; 
the largeft three or four inches. The difiance between the joints or knots 
is no lefs various, but thofe which have them fartheft apart are efteemed 
the beft. This ufeful reed abounds with a juice extremely rich, fweet, 
and agreeable *. I mention thefe eircumfiances, as tending much to prove 
that a foil of extraordinary fertility muft be necetrary for fo luxuriant a 

*' See an ingenious treatife, entitled, Tbe Art oj mal:ing Sugar, 4to. J 742. p. 2. 

N n 2 vegetable 
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vegetable to be wen filled with juice; and in all fuch cafes an accurate 
cultivation is highly requifite. 

But, as neceffary as a proper foil certainly is to produce rich canes, 
yet they are cultivated on various ones, from a very rich black mould to 
even a light fand. They are produced in the greatefr perfeCtion in light, 
fpungy, deep foils, which lie expofed to the fun during the whole time 
of his fhining., and have jufr defcent enough to carry off the rain water 7l~. 
From which it is apparent, that an exceeding hot climate is abfolutely 
neceffary to the growth of this plant: Now a burning fun exerted con
ftantly upon a light foil, would render it pollibly barren, if great rains 
did not fall to keep fome moifiure in it. The rains in the Wefr Indies 
are prodigious; we may therefore conclude; that if a foil is very light, and 
expofed to as hot a [un as our iflands, that equal moifiure is neceffary for 
the produCtion of fugar. But although we fpeak of a light fpungy Joil~ 
we are not therefore to fuppofe it poor; on the contrary it has great fer
tility in it, if compared with parallel ones in European climates. Poor 
grounds require to be well manured with dung, which is to be fpread over 
them, and the lands covered with the tta1h. The latter is here of good 
fervice, preventing the over-vehement aCtion of the fUll from exhaling 
the moifrure of the dung, which is neceffary to impregnate the foil. 

In {hallow worn-out grounds, where the roots of the plant foon reach 
the gravel or frones, the canes prove fmall and full of knots; neverthelefs1 

in moifr feafons, they are found to be of exceeding good quality: their 
juice, though in no great quantity, is extremely rich. The Portuguefc in 
Brazil, and the Spaniards in New Spain, plant their fugar canes in the 
poorer foils only, or {uch as are exhaufted and become too poor for pro
ducing tobacco ~'. But conclufions are not to be abfolutely drawn from 
their example to the praCtice of our colonies, becaufe various circum
frances may form an e{fential difference. Their rich foils may not be fo 
proper for the cane as ours: Tobacco too may be a more profitable cul
ture; thefe points would make a total difference between the refpeCtive 
choice of foils. 

Low marihy lands which lie nearly on a level with the fea,afford long, 
large, weighty canes, which have a very beautiful appearance, but are 
generally <:f <I: .had q:rality. Strong red earths produce fine long, large 
canes; whIch, If cut In the dry feafon, and. when perfeCtly ripe, afford a 
~olerabl~ r~c~ jui.ce, and in large. quantity. !he mufcovado prepared 
!fom th~s JUIce, IS of a good gram, bears carnage well, yields an excel
lent white fugar, and does not lofe fo mm:h in the refining as many other 

*' .lirt of making Sugar, p. 4. 
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forts *. Labat relates, that he has frequently found the mufcovado, made 
from canes produced in this kind of foil, to afford little lefs than half its 
weight of pure white fugar; but obferves, that if the canes are not kept 
very clean from weeds, or if cut before they are perfectly ripe, it proves 
exceedingly difficult to clarify the juice t. 

Very rich foils (fuch generally are thofe which have been jufl: cleared 
from the wood) produce abundance of tall beautiful canes, whofe juice is 
in large quantity, but not WIthout great difficulty reducible int9 a good 
fugar. Neverthelefs, by a method of management fomewhat different 
froUl the common, canes may be raifed in this kind of foil of a moft 
excellent quality. And thus, naturally yielding a large quantity, and, by 
proper management, of agood quality, this foil is certainly the be ft. When 
therefore we read in authors, that the beft lands are not the flrongeJl; we 
may be affured they either do not mean the richeJl, or thofe which are 
moft fertile; or fpeak upon a fuppofition that the planter does not vary 
his management on account of the fertility of his foil. And asfrejh foils; 
are fo advantageous in our iflands, there certainly muft be forne variations. 
in the nature of the earth, or the methods of treating it, or fome other 
reafon for the Portuguefe and Spaniards preferring an exhaufted foil. 

The ground defigned for the fugar cane muft be well cleared from 
weeds; particularly that moft defiruCtive climbing kind of weeds called 
withs, a fpecies of the liane, which twifi round the canes and kill them: 
thefe ought, if pollible, to be intirelyextirpated and carried off, as the leaR 
piece left upon the ground foon fhoots up and mu1tiplies very faft. The 
roots of trees, efpecially if the wood is of fuch a kind as is apt to fend up' 
fuckers, ·fuouldbe either got up or burnt, or fcorched, fo as to dry up 
their moifture, and prevent them from fuooting. As to the toots of other 
kind of wood, it is not abfolutely ·neceffary to take this trouble. Some of 
the French planters layout their grounds into a number of [quares of an 
hundred yards of each fide, leaving vacant fpaces betwixt them about 
eighteen feet wide, for the paffage of carts, &c. Thefe fpaces the plan
ters call intervals. In Jamaica,where much the fame praB.ice is fonowed,. 
fifteen feet are held fufficient for thefe' intervals. The ufual fize of the' 
cane-piece is from ten to twenty acres.-This method of laying out the: 
ground, befides the ornament vvhich a plantation receives from it, is ac
companied with fome confiderabJe advantages. The carts are eafily 
admitted near all the canes ;--fires, when accidental or defigned (burn
ing the rubbifh) are prevented from fpreading ;--Nor is the ground loft,. 

;a Art ojmaking Sug(J.r, p. 4> t ·Lebat. 
folt 



POL I TIC ALE S SAY S. ESSA Y V. 

for many ufeful vegetables, [uch as peafe, potatoes, yams, & c.. &c. are 
planted in them, and other forts that are fit to be taken up before the 
(:anes are ripe ~C. 

The manner of planting them is as follo\vs: Some time after the land 
has been ftirred, a number of trenches are made in the ground, from fif
teen to eighteen inches long, which is the length of the pieces of cane 
which are cut with defign to plant: Their mofl: convenient depth is four 
or five inches in moifl: weather, and in great droughts {even or eight: In 
each of thefe trenches two of the cuttings are placed, in {uch a manner 
that the end of one may fiand about three inches out of the earth, at one 
extremity of the trench, whilfi that of the other does the fame at the 
other extremity; after which the trenches are filled up with the earth that 
was taken out of them. The time mofi proper for this work is the mid
dle of the rainy feafon.--The trenches are fometimes made promifcu
ouily, fometimes in rows; the difiance between them and between the 
plants in each row, in good lands, three feet; in poor foils, two t. In 
about ten or twelve days the plants are high enough to weed t; which is 
done very carefully, and is repeated at proper intervals two or three times, 
or oftener, till the canes have grown fo large as to keep down the weeds. 
At the age of five or fix months they are weeded again for the laft time /l. 
At the age of fixteen months, or thereabouts, they are fit to be cut, though 
they may remain a few months after without prejudice §, in fome cafes 
with advantage~. 

But before we proceed farther, it may not be amifs to make a few 
remarks upon their culture. The vvhole procefs is performed by negroes, 
with hoes; and, upon that plan, the difpofition of the plantation into 
[quares, as above-mentioned, is judicious. But I apprehend a little reflec
tion will point out a more advantageous method of cultivation. Why 
cannot the grounds be prepared with ploughs? The expence would, be
yond all doubt, be reduced greatly; and the plough will command as 
vario)ls depths as the hoe, and even fiir the ground as fuperficially, if that 
is wanted. But as rich deep foils are the beft for the cane, there is great 
reafon to believe that deep tillage would be infinitely the moft advantage
ous wherever the fiaple would admit it. Then, I fhould apprehend, that 
a difpofition of the field into oblong fquares would be much better than 

• Art of making Sugar, p. 7' :j: Account, &c. p. 6. 
t Account of European Sett!anents, voi. ii. p. 100. 1\ Art oj making Sugar, p. 8. 
§ Account oj El!fOpeLm Settlements, vol. ii. p. Ioo.-Leb:d. 

~ Art if ma/':illg Sligar, p. 8. 

perfea: 
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perfeCt fquares; arid particularly for this rea[on, horfe-hoeing upon the 
principles of the new huibandry in Europe might be fubftituted for the 
common hoeing, and certainly would be performed for a tenth of the 
expence, and very probably would be found more efficacious: but, for this 
purpofe, the canes muft either be planted by a line in regular rows, or in 
a furrow f!:ruck with a plough, which would be equally ftraight and 
much cheaper.. The cultivation which is required between the plants in 
the rows, muft be performed with hand-hoes; but as to all between the 

_ rows, and even earthing the plants up, if requiGte~ a horfe -hoe would do 
it in any manner that can be effeCted by hand ones, even to the mere 
paring off the weeds; but would occaGonally cut much deeper than any 
man could ftrike a hand-hoe. There is no reafon to believe that the com
mon horfe-hoeing of ploughing from and to the rows alternate would not 
have very fine effeCts upon the canes. As they are fa long in coming to 
maturity, the plantation is generally divided into three parts; one fallow, 
and two occupied with canes; [0 that a crop may be had every year. This 
part of the praCtice ihould likewife be changed, and another principle of 
the new huibandry adopted; which would be, to have the intervals fo 
wide as to double the quantity of land in a plantation, by which means: 
the fame tillage that is beftowed upon the growing crop ,yould likewife 
prepare the ground for the enfuing one: the crop would, in all probabi
lity, be much greater than common, and the expences much reduced. 
The coft of the negroes on a fugar plantation is a prodigious weighty 
expence, and the charge of keeping up their number, an annual drain from 
the planter's pocket: by introducing this new culture, much the greater 
half of this expenee would be cut ofF. I need not enlarge upon the bene
fits refuIting from fuch a deduClion.-But whatever arguments were urged 
againft it, none can be given for not making the experiment. Many 
planters in our iilands are too rich to fear the chance of lofing by a iinall 
trial: why therefore will they not make it? That indolence, and idea of 
walking in beaten tracks, which is [0 prevalent in all concerned in the 
culture of the earth, indeed peculiarly [0, are the only circumftances to' 
which we can refer for an anfwer. But to proceed. 

The canes are cut with hand-bills, and carried in bundles to the miU,. 
which is now generally a wind mill; it turns three great cylinders or 
rollers, plated with iron, fet perpendi.cularly, and cogged fo as to be aU 
moved by the middle one. Between thefe the canes are bmifed to pieces,. 
and the juice runs througlP an hole into a vat, which is placed under the 
rollers to receive it; from hence it is carried through a pipe into a great 
refervoir, in which however, for fear of turning [our, it is not [utTered to 
left long, hut is conveyed out of that by other pipes into the boiling; 

houfe:J 
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houfe, where it is received by a large cauldron; here it remains until the 
[cum, which confiantly arifes during the boiling, is all taken off; from 
this it is paffed fucceffively into five or fix more boilers, gradually dimi
niihing in their fize, and treated in the fame manner. In the laft ofthefe 
it becomes of a very thick clammy confifience *. They then ferment it 
with lime-water, and fubfide it with a piece of butter; after which it is 
placed in a cooler, where it dries, granulates, and becomes ready to be 
put in pots: it is £lrained through thefe, the molaffes running ofF into a 
receptacle made to receive it, and from that rum is made. I have infer ted 
thefe particulars, as they tend to difplay a material circumftance, the great 
expences of forming a fugar plantation. Indeed, in {ketching tbc ex
pence, I am under a very great want of materials; for, £lrange as it may 
appear, I can find fcarce any thing but imperfeCt particulars, or mere gene
ral affertions. The la£l quoted author £lates the whole expence of a plan
tation qf any corifequence, exclufive of the purchafe of the land, at 5000 t.; 
but this is fo indefinite, that we can conclude nothing from it. 

The buildings alone form a very confiderable amount. I. The fugar
mill, with its iron cylinders, and the vat which is lined with iheet-lead t. 
2. The ciilern, or refervoir. 3. The boiling-houfe, built of brick or 
frone; five coppers, (the lowe£l number ufed) require one of thirty-five 
feet wide in the clear, and fifty in length, containing five coppers; the 
largeft generally four feet in diameter, and three in height; the others, 
leffened by degrees to the laft, which is only twenty inches in diameter 
and eighteen in depth t. Befides thefe, this houfe muil contain troughs, 
which the rough fugal' is fet to cool in before it is barrelled, and moulds, 
into which other fugars are to be put as taken frpm the laft boiler; like
wife a cifiern, almoft the length of the houfe, five or fix feet deep, well 
paved and lined. This ciftern is covered with joifis, laid about fix inches 
diameter from each other; their ufe is for fetting the barrels or pots of 
mufcovado on, for the molaffes to drain from into the cifiern. 4. The 
curing houfe, for receiving clayed fugars, one hundred feet long and 

• Account of European Settlements, vol. ii. p. 100. 

t Art of making Sugar, p. 10. 

:t: I ihould remark, that my authority here is Lebat. Whether the coppers are larger at pre
~ent ~ know not, ~ut from a palfage in the European Settlements, one would fuppore them 
InfinItely fo. HaVIng conduCled the fugar to the lafl: copper, and ralfed the fermentation he 
fays, "to prevent it from running over, a bit of butter, no larger th,an a nut, is thrown'in, 
upon whic~ the fury of the ferment.ati~11 },mmediately fubjjd~s; a vejfe! of two or three hundred 
gallons requires 1:0 greate~· force to qUIet It; from whIch poffibly the reader may conclude the 
the laft copper IS fometlmes of that fize; and if fo, the preceding ones muft be prodigioufly 
larger than thufe quoted above from Lebat. Thefe difficulties rerult from our own writers 
not being particular in their accounts. 

twenty-
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tvventy-eight broad, containing two florics; at one end of it a opper or 
two, mounted for clarifying the fine fug-ars, &c. at the other end a Dled, 
fDr tempering the clay; likcwife a covered way to it. 5. The flove, twelve 
feet [quare in the clear, diyided in'height into :fix fiages; it contains an 
iron ftove thirty inches long, twenty-four high, twenty-two wide; and 
the iron two thick: this for drying,the fugar is kept red hot eight days 
and nights. 6. The frill-houfe, near the boiling-haufe, for the molailes, 
fcummings of the coppers, and other refufe matters to be diluted \?ith 
water, and fet a fermenting in; generally in large ca{ks, iron hooped; 
i.t is then conveyed into the frill or copper, fet in a proper furnace *. 

Thefe :fix buildings, without mentioning other abfolutely neceITary 
ones, fuch as the habitation, &c. muft coft an irrimenfe fum erecting and 
furniihing; for we are to remember, that they are built peculiarly {hong, 
for two reafons; firft, that they may not be liable to take fire, all having 
[uch fiery furnaces in them; and, fecondly, to be as fecure as poffible 
againft hJ.Irricanes, which fometimes whirl away the firongeR: as they 
would a feather. The perpetual repail's of fuch confuffiing furnaces are 
likewife very confiderable; the coppers are foon worn out, and are for 
ever new hanging. It is idle to give gueiTes where there is fo little autho
rity; but I ihould not apprehend thefe buildings, with a middling dwell
ing houfe, and a fmaller for an overfeer, could be completed under 5000 I. 
From which circumfiance I cannot but fuppofe, that they have methods of 
reducing thefe expenees, by making fewer buildings do, or a large for
tune would be neceifary to tak~ a fmall plantation; but how far fuch 
reconomy is carried, we have no accounts, nor what is the I07.vefl fum of 
money neceiTary for buildings. I do not think I am above the truth in 
my fuppofition, as the mill alone was calculated in 1689 to coft 500 I. t 
And as the coppers, ladles, {kimmers, gudgeons, cafes, capoofes, (what
ever they are) &c. on a middling fugar-work, coil: 500 I. more t. One 
writer fays exprefsly the expence of buildings and uten:fils is from 3 to 
30001·11 

In refpeCl: to the amount of negr<?es to a given number of acres, their 
expenees, and proportion of land to the above-mentioned buildings, &c. 
&c. I can find very few accounts that are the leaft fatisfaB:ory; fuch par
ticulars, however, as are to be gleaned up from the writers moft to be 

* Art of making Sugar, p. z 3. 26. 31• 

t The Groans of the Plantations, 4to, 1689. 
:I: Letter tIJ a Member of Parliament on tbe Impartana of Sugar. Co/min, 8vo. 1745, 

p. 19. ~ Ibid. Appendix, p. 3. 
o 0 depended 
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depended on, are as follows: Large plantations are generally under the 
care of a manager, or chief overfeer, who, has commonly a falary of an 
hundred and fifty pounds a year, vlith overfeers under him in proportion 
to the greatnefs ,of the plantation; one to about thirty negroes, and at 
the rate of about forty pounds. Such plantations too have a furgeon at <J. 

fixed [alary, employed to take care of the negroes which belong to it; 
hut the courfe which is the leaft troublefome to the owner of the eftate is, 
to let the land, with a1l the works, and the flock of cattle and {laves, to a 
tenant, who gives fecurity for the payment of the rent, and the keeping 
up repairs and the fiock. The eHate is generally efiimated to fuch a 
tenant at half the neat produce of the beft years, Such tenants, if indu
:Ilrious and frugal men, [oon make good eftates for ~themfeLves *. --
One hundred negroes formerly required fix annudly to be bought for' 
keeping up the number, and two wind-mills were likewife requifite for 
one hundred acres, planted every year t. As there are no material rea
ions to fuppoie thefe pOi~ltS changed, we may allot fifty years to a fet of 

. buildings; but whether there is a fet to each mill, is very doubtful; in 
all probability not, as the pl:oportion may be preferved much cheaper by 
building on a fomewhat larger fcale, and having the coppers, cifterns lr 

fiove, &c. &c. of proportionably larger fizes. . 

The negroes coft, out of the ihip, 30 I. a head; but afterwards, when 
infiruC1:ed in their bufinefs, are much more valuable; the 10fs of one is 
reckoned at 40 or So I. for a ikilful fugar-boiler even 400 I. has been 
given t. 

As to the profits of a fugar plantation, the pubiie knows as little of 
them as of the' expenees, but they mufl: certainly be very great, as [0 
many eftates are confiantly made in the Weft Indies. "It is computed " 
fays a modern writer, " that when things are well managed, the ru:n 
and molaffes pay the charge of the plantation, and that thefugars are 
clear gain." And in another place, he fays, " The £laves pay IO or I2t. 
a head, clear profit by their labour /I." "The yield of fpirits," fays 
another, "where all the molaffes and refufe matters are applied to this 
life" is between fixty and. feve?ty g.allons to every hogihead of fugar. In 
Baroadoes, where the mIll and bOIlers are frequently wafhed, and fome
times a quantity of what they call rotten ,canes, ground on purpofe for 

* European Settlements, vol. ii. p. 104"' 

t Groans oj the Plantations, 1689, p. 18. 

t Pofl:lethwayte's DiBionary oj Trade, vol. i. Art. Britijh America. 
~ European Sett'onents, vol. ii. p. 103. 126. 

7 ferm en ta tion, 
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fermentation, feventy-five gallons or more are obtained, In St. Chrifio
phers, and fome other p1aces, where the greatefi part of the tcums are 
given to the cattle, and the fugar difcharges but little molaues, the yield. 
of rum upon the hogfhead of fugal' is fcarce thirty gallons *." A third 
makes the quantity of rum to a hogihead fifty gallons j, which appears 
to be near the medium. 

Before I difmifs this part of my fubjeet, I muil: remark, that the points 
of knowledge much wanting at prefent, in relation to the culture of fugar, 
are, minutes of the number of hogfheads of fugar produced from dl. givcll 
number of acres and the price; the number of puncheons of YU."-; the 
expences of all kinds, particularly thofe of rent of land, manure, culture, 
wear and tear, grinding, boiling, &c. the confumption of Britifh manu
factures eaufed by a given number of acres; the number of flaves:. if 
inefe and other particulars were regiilered for a few years, in various 
iflands, infinitely more determinate knowledge would be the refult than 
the public at prefent enjoys; and the vail importance of every acre of 
cultivated land in that part of the world would appear in a very ilrong 
light. But I am able at prefent to meet with none of thefe particulars; 
even the laborious Mr. Pofl:1ethwayte, with all the minutenefs of two 
vail folios, compiled from, I fuppofe, fuch numbers of authors, never 
touches on thefe particulars. 

Cotton. 

Cotton forms the next fiaple commodity of the "Veil: India illands, 
and is exported from thence in much larger quantities than from 
the continent, yet the eulture and other particulars relative to it are fcarce 

. mentioned by the authors which I have before me; and as it is by no 
means fafe to reafon by analogy from the continent of North America to 
the Wands, I :£hall referve the few particulars I have concerning it till L 
come to fpeak of the fiaples of the former. 

Pimeuto, 

Or allfpjce, which is produced in larger quantities in Jamaica than in 
any of our iflands, is a berry gathered from a tree which grows fponta.
neouiJ.y, and generally upon the mountains. 

Timber. 

Woods for the ufe of cabinet-makers arein very great plenty in many 
ifiands, but efpecially in Jamaica and Tobago. In the former much 

"* .drt ofmaking SUlar, p. 34. 
002 

t Lettcr to a Member oj Parliament, p. 15. 
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mahogany is found; a timber, of which there is in this country a pr~di
gious confumption, and which confequently makes a confiderable artIcle 
of commerce. But it was formerly much commoner in that Wand than 
at prefent: while it could be had in the low lands, and brought to market 
at an ea[y rate, it furnifhed a very confiderable branch of the exports of 
that iDand. "It thrives," fays Dr. Brown, " in moift foils, and varies 
both its grain and texture with each; that which grows among the rocks 
is fmaller, but very hard and weighty, of a clofe grain, and beautifully 
Ihaded; while the produce of the lower and richer lands is obferved to be 
more light and porous, of a paler colour and open grain, and that of 
mixed foils to hold a medium between both. The wood is generally hard, 
takes a fine polifh, and is found to anfwer better than any other fort in 
all kinds of cabinet ware: it is now univerfally efl:eemed, and fells at a 
good price; but it is pity that it is not cultivated in the more convenient 
wafl:e lands of that iDand. It is a very ftrong timber, and anfwers very 
well in beams, joifl:s, planks, boards, and fhingles, and has been fre
quently put to thofe ufes in Jamaica in former times *." 

In Tobago, not only mahogany, but a great 'variety of other beautiful 
as well as ufeful timbers are found in vaft plenty. A modern writer very 
jufl:ly remarks, that they fhould not be abfolutely left to the mercy of the 
firft planters. His fentiment, as it has great propriety, I :/.hall give in 
his own words. "As this Wand, in the fiate it now is, abounds with 
a vaft variety of different forts of timber, all of them allowed to be excel
lent in their refpective kinds, it may perhaps deferve fome confideration 
in the firfl: fcttling it, whether proper officers might not be appointed to 
fecure all the advantages that may be drawn from this circumftance to 
the public. It is by no means intended, that the firft planters fhould be 
deprived of the neceffary ufe of all kinds of timber for buildings and 
lltenfils, but that this fhould be cut in a proper method, and with difcre
tion j and the rather, becau[e nothing has been more loudly exclaimed 
~gainfi by the fe~fible men in all the other iDands, than ,the undifl:inguifh
lI1g and defl:ruchve havoc made amongft the woods, without any regard 
to the general in terefi, or the leafi refpeB: paid to that of pofierity. By 
fuch a method, the country may be properly and regularly cleared and 
()rcned j and as, from the nature of the foil and climate, veO"etation is 
extremely quick, a fucceffion of ufeful trees may be confl:antly ~aintained. 
Ey this means valuable cargoes will be furnifhed of fine woods for the 
nfe of join.;;rs, cabinet-makers and turners; the neceifary materials for 
dying cloth, filk, linen, obtained in the higheft perfection; and a vaft 

" Brown's Chll'! and Natural Hiflory of Jamaica, folio, 1756• 
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variety of gums, balfams, and other co my and efficacious medicines, may 
be procured in their genuine and moft perfect fiate. By this precaution 
very large fums, which we now pay to foreigners, will be fayed to the 
nation, the improvement of our manufactures facilitated, and the expor
tation of thefe bulky commodities prove a great benefit to our na viga
tion *." 

Befides thefe articles of produce, our Weft India il1ands poffefs func1ry 
lefs important articles, upon which it would be too tedious to dwell Jepa-

- rately, fuch as fufiic, red wood, guaiacum, farfaparilla, caf!ia, tamarinds, 
ginger, aloes, cacao, the cochineal plant, (but know not the manage
rr.ent) fweet meats; and lafily, coffee, an article which might be of im
rnen[e importance, as it is in the French iDands, but is ftrangely negleCted 
in ours: Jamaica, however, fends home in fome years above two hun
dred caiks of it. 

Let us in the next place examine the quantity-ofthefe ftaples produced 
in our iDands, as they will beft prove'the importance' of the "V eft India 
commerce. But as accounts of their produce are fomewhat various, the 
furell,though not the moft entertaining way, will be, to review theie 
before we pretend to determine the fact.-'Fo begin with Jamaica, the 
Iargeft of our iJIands : 

Dr. Brown t makes die quantity of fugar exported-'annually; 
at a medium of four 'years, ending in December I 7 S I, to 
be about 476,338 ~ Ct. net or iliort; weight: this, at IS: 
Ct. to the hogiliead, is . 3 1,7,55 hhds. 

And if we add the il1and confumption, which is 4',300-

A.nother writer fays, tne export in 175 3 was· 20,3 IS hogf
heads, fame vaftly large, even to a ton weight, which he 
calculates at 424,725 I. :j: which at IS 1. a hogiliead, 
makes 28,315-

Confumption as· before, 4,3°0 

A third If makes the product, at IS Ct. each, 
But he allows only 1000 hogfl1eads for North America and 

their owncon[umption, which is beyond all doubt too low. 

lit Dr. Campbel1's Cor!flaerations on tbe Sugar Trade, p. 129. 

hogjheads .. 

32,eH S 
32,000 

t Natural O11d Civil Hijlory, 1756. t Europecm Sett !emmts, vol.~ iL p. 7 2~ 
II Lettel' to a Memb.r of Parliament, 1745· p. 14, 

Mr. 



POL IT I CAL E S SAY S. ESSAY V. 

rvlr. Pomethwayte "quotes authors without naming them, 
,who make ,the product 20,000~OOO lb. this is 'at IS Ct. 

hogjheads. 

Eut the fame writer in another place, b quotes other authors 
without naming them, who affert the quantity to be' 

. 100)000 weight; but as he elfewhere fpeaksof 2 Ct. I 
fhall deduB: a 5th, , - -

And, firange as it may appear, in the fame page gives credit 
to both accounts. ' 

A fifth writer C makes it -

I 1,905 

80,000 

50 ,000 

Medium of thefe accounts, 
The value of thefe at 15 I. per hogiliead d, 

48,5 I 5 
- £,,727,825 

Other ProduEls. 

Rum, 65 gallons to each hogiliead of fugar e, at 2 s. 9 d. per 
gallon f, - h~ - £. g433,59 1 

Cotton, 1253 bags by on~ account, 
2000 by another 1; 

1626 medium, at 
101. IS s. per bag \ -
Coffee, 220 caiks \ --
Pimento, 438,000 lb. "', -
Mahoganyn, ' 
Sundries, as logwood, nicarago, braziletto, fullic, lignum

vit~, cocoa, ginger canelia or winter's bark, peruvian 
bark, balfams) indigo,' aloes, hides, ftaves, dry goods, 
and bunion fometimes exported'from thence, whofe value 
is not [0 eafily computed 0, 

a Diflionary, Art. Antilles. b Article Sugar. 

17,479 
2,342 

15,632 

17,857 

C Importance if the Sugar CO/Qniu, 1760 . 
• d Dr. Campbell's Conjiderations, p. 27. I take this price'to avoid the charg€ of exaggeration. 

Dr. Brown makes the price in the ifland to be lot., 
e Art of making Sugar, p. 34. . f Brown's 'Jamaica. 
g A confiderable part of their molaffes is exported undifrilled to New England; but the 

whole fhould certainly be charged to the account of Jamaica. 
h Ibid. i European Settlements, vol. ii. p. 71,. 

, k In fixing this price, as well as that of rum, 1 am forced to have recour[e to Dr. Brown 
who gives a total in Jamaica currency; from which, by reducing many baas to one &t. and 
proportioning the price, I find as above. 0 , ' 

I Brown's Jamaica, .. Ibid. , n Ibid. 0 Ibid. 
P The author of the Examination of the Commercial Principles, 1762, p. 92. val ues Jamaica 

at 1,100,000 I. Perhaps the medium may be nearer the truth. 

Bar-
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Barbadoes. 

A writer I have frequently quoted makes the product of Bar
badoes q , 

Dr. Campbell calculates it at but' 
Mr. Pofilethwayte', according to his u[ual cufl:om of quoting 

writers without naming them, gives us the produce in 
1736, in hogiheads of 13 Ct. '1,2,769, which at IS Ct. 
makes -. 

hogjheads. 
25,000 

16,000 

19,800 

The medium 
Value at 151. 

-
Rum, 75 gallons t to the hogihead, at 2 s. 9 d. 

20,266 

- £. 3°3,990 

20 3,99 2 

Sundry articles, fuch as cotton, indigo, ginger, [weet meats, 
aloes, caffia, &c. &c. &c. of which it is well known they 
export upon the whole large quantities, I ihall venture to 
lay them at 30,000 t. which is much under the proportion 
of Jamaica to the number of hogfheads of fugar, as ma
hogany and pimento are not near fo plentiful" 

.t1nteg.a;. 

Mr. Poft1ethwaytemakes the produce-~ 
Another writer \ 
Medium, . 

30 )000 

--

hogjheads;. 
16,000 

15,000 

IS,SOO 

Value at lSI. - £. '1,32,SOO' 
63,933 Rum at 3 ° gallons per hogihead Y, and at ~ s. 9d. per gallon, 

Sundry artidell I calculate at but 10,000 I. as this Wand is 
not proportionably fertilein them'with Barbadoes, 

g Conjideratiom, P.27;' 

10,000 ' 

'1 European Settlements, vol. ii. p.89. 
S Article' BritJjh America. 

u Article Brztijh America. 

tArt ofmaking Sugar, p. 3'4- . 

J< Importance of Sugar Colonies. ' 

Y Art of maki!l$-Sugar, p. 33. 
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St. OJriJlophers. 

Mr. Poil:lethwayte, 

The author of the Importance, c,:c. agrees in this number. 

ESSA Y V. 

bOJj1JCaJs. 
10,001) 

Value at 151. - [. 150 ,000 

4 1,250 Rum at 30 gallops per hog£head ;t" and at 2 s. 9 d. per gallon, 
In refpeCl of the [undry articles of produce, this ifland is very 

fertile j I £hall calculate them at 7,000 

Total, 198,250 

Nevis. 

1\1r. Pofilethwayte t, 
The Importance of the Sugar Colonies makes the quantity 
Another writer t fays this i{land has 10,000 negroes, and St. 

Chrifiophers 20,000; now, if the fugar is proportioned 
to the number of {laves, which is very probable, Nevis 
produces 

The medium, 

Value at 151. 
Rum, 30 gallons per hogfhead §, a.nd at 2 s. 9 d. per gallon, 
Sundry articles I calculate, -

hogjheads. 
16,00() 

6,000 

5,000 
9,000 

£. 135,000 

37,125 
3,000 

Total, 175,125 

M01ltferrat. 

The author of the Importance, &c. makes the produce 
The proportion of the negroes, taken as before, 
Medium, . 

Value at ISl. . 
Rum, 30 gallons per hogfhead, at 2 s. 9 d. as before, 
Sundry articles, fuppofe - -

hogJheads. 
2,000 

5,000 

35?000 

--
£. 52,500. 

14,437 
2,000 

Total, £. 68,937 

'* Jrt of making S1Igar. t Art. Sugar. 
,§ Art of making Sugar, p. 34. 

t Eziropean SdtlcnuntJ, vol. ii. p. 92. 

\ As 
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As to the Wands ceded by the peace of 1763, their produce if> yet 
unknown, but they can fcarcely be brought into culture en~ugh yet to' 
yield any quantities of fugar. In all probability, however, the export of 
mahogany from them is not inconfiderable, from the fall of the price in 
England within thefe two years, which cannot 'well be afcribed to any 
other caufe. 

The totals of the preceding articles are as follow: 

Sugar. Hhds. V{zlue~ 
Jamaica, 48,5 I 5 £'7 2 7,825 
Barbadoes, Qo,266 3°3,990 

Antigua, ] 5,500 23 2 ,500 

St. Chriftophers, 10,000· 150 ,000 

Nevis, -9,000 175, 125 
Montferrat, 3,500 5 2 ,5°0 ----- ---

106,781 1,644,94° 

Before I proc-eed with the remaining articles, it is necefTary to take 
notice of fome accounts of the total quantity of our fugar in thofe authon 
who do not give the particulars., 

Mr. Anderfon * fays, it is th~ught our iilands produce 85,000 

hogfheads, at 12 Ct. which, fays he, is ],200,000 Ct. but 
that is a miftake, it is only 1,020,000, and at IS Ct. 
makes -

Dr. Campbell t lllakes the quantity confumed by us in Europe 
80,000 hogfheads, to which we muft add the confumption 
of America. The author of thePreJent StaJe t makes that 
of the 'continental colonies 30,000 hogfheads: the iilands 
themfelves probably confume 5000 § ~ this account there
fore will be 

>It Hiflorical Dedullion of Commerce, vol. ii. p. 35 1• , 

t Conjiderations, &c. p. 30 • t Page 27 2 • 

bogjheads. 
68,000 

§ To Jamai~a was charged 4300 hogiheads; but that account? though taken (rom a?other 
writer, appeanng to me very large, and totally out of proportIOn to the cOflfumptlOn of 
the northern colonies, I think it the fafer way to charge the whole at no more than 5000. 
But if this fhould be fomewhat too low, yet the excefs in the other will help in the general 
total to throw it upon a medium near the truth. 

P P Another 
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The author of the PreJent State *" makes the whole 124,000, 

exclufive of the Wands themfelvep; fay therefore 
Another writer t ftates the importation to Great Britain at 

7°,000, at 12 Ct. that is, at 15 Ct. 56,000; to which add 
the colonies: but as he wrote in 1745, their confumption 
probably was not above 20,000, in all 

Account drawn from feveral writers, as above, 
General medium, 

Value at ISl. 

Jamaica, 
Barba does, 
Antigua,
St. Chriftophers, 
Nevis, 
Montferrat, 

Jamaica §, -
Barbadoes, 
Antigua, ---
St. Chriftophers, 
Nevis, 
Montferrat, 

-

-
Rum. 

Sundries. 

£. 433,59 1 

2°3,992 

63,933 
- 41 ,25° 

37, 125 
- I4,437 --

£. 85,452 

30 ,000 

10,000 

7,000 
3,000 

2,000 

ESSAY V. 

76,000 

106,781 
98,156 

Total products, 2,40 4,120 

A modern author n gives us from the cufrom-houfe entries 
the imports from the Weft Indies to England in 1758, a 
year fubjea to the loiTes of war, they amount to 1,834,°36 

".. Page 272. t Letter to a Member oj Parliament, p. I!. 

t A {hong confirmation of this amount is an afI"ertion of the author of the PreJent State .. 
p.272. that the quantity is about 70,000 hogfheads, at 10 I. made in the iflands, befides the 
exported mobifes. 

§ Examination of the Commercial Principles, p. 27. 
Ii 1 t is very plain, to England a/one, as he copies the exports from the IntereJl of Great Bri

.tain, p. 57. (which exprefdy excludes Scotland and Ireland) and, to make-the account com
pletl':, adds the importJ. 

North 
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Brought over 
North America confumes 3~,000 hogfueads of fugar, 
Ditto, in rum and melaffes."* 

Let us allow for Scotland, &c. 

Total, according to this account, 
The firO: made it, 

Medium 

1,834)036 
450 ,000 
47°,000 

£.2,754,036 
245,964 

3,000,000 

2,40 4,120 

£. 2,702,060 

As I have in every article taken the medium of all the accounts I could 
procure, that did not appear plain copies from each other, I cannot ap
prehend any thing here is exaggerated a fingle fuilling; but a word or 
two is neceifaryas to charging all the rum to the account of the iflands. 
I cannot fee any difference between exporting a part of their melafies un
manufactured to New England, there to be difiilled, or difiilling it them
felves : it is in both cafes equally the product of the iflands : all the trade, 
confumption, exchanges, remittances to Britain, &c. &c. in confequence 
of thefe rnelaifes exportation are all occafioned by produCls of the fugal' 
cane: And as I am not here fiating the profits of the iflands: but their 
produce, no deductions are to be made from the above total upon account 
of the New England difiilleries, no more than upon account of the African 
negroes, or the Britifh manufactures; thefe articles cannot be gained, fo as 
to fiate exactly the profit; nor is it of half the confequence of the produce 
if they could, as that is the foundation of fo many fabricks raifed through
out our whole dominions: and efpecially as the Wands could, with the 
utmofi eafe, difiil all their melaffes, whereas New England could fcarcely 
fubfifi without them. 

The number of whites in all thefe iflands, according to the author of 
the European Settlements, does not exceed 74,000; now the above pro
duce di,vided amongO: them makes 32 1. 9 s. per head, a vafi amount! 
The fame writer makes the blacks 240,000; the total of whites and blacks 
therefore is 314,000. The above fum divided amongfi: thefe gives 81. 12 S. 

1 d. per head : a vafi fum for the average of men, women and children! 

In St. Chrifiophers, fays Mr. Pofi:1ethwayte, there are not above 24,000 

acres that can be applied to any fort of culture 24,000 

'* Prefint State. 
p P 2 Neyis 
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Brought over 
Nevis I calculate ~n proportion to St. Chrifiophers ; if the pro

duce of fugar of that ifland comes off 24,000, that of Nevis 
will proceed from 

Antigua, by the fame rule, 
Montferrat, ditto, 
Barbadoes, ditto, 
Jamaica, ditto, 

Total cultivated acres, 

-

ESSA Y V. 

Q 1,600 

37,200 
8,400 

48,480 
I 15,200 

The total produB: divided amongfi thefe makes per acre 10 t. 12 s. and, 
if fallow years were deducted, the produu per acre would be fo much 
p'reater; and this befides aU they raife for their own and negroes food, 
~r, in other words, is exported produce. 

As to the extenfive and various benefits refulting to Britain from this 
prodigious product, it would be anticipating fucceeding fections to examine 
them here. 

THE SOUTHERN CONTINEN T AL COLONIES. 

The fiaples of the fouthern continental colonies, or thofe of North and 
South Carolina and Georgia, are, 1. rice, 2. indigo, 3. cotton, 4. frins, 
5. naval frores, 6. timber, 7. £ilk, 8. fundry articles. 

Rice. 
The maritime parts of our fouthem continental colonies, contain a vaft . 

quantity of that fpecies of land which is called Jwamps : They differ 
fomewhat from the European marilies in producing timber, efpecially 
cypre[s trees: others produce canes. The water fiands in them of various 
depths; but if it is in a very large quantity the draining will be too ex
penfive; from fix inches to two feet and an half are the profitable ones, 
but a good found bottom is neceffary. Thefe fwamps they drain, cultivate 
and fow, and muft always have it in their power to flood at any time; as 
the culture of the rice requires it. The very intelligent author of the 
DeJcriptioll of South Carolina, gives the following account of the foil, 
culture and produce. " The beft: land for rice is a wet, deep, miry foil; 
{uch as is generally to be found in cypre[s fwamps, or a black greafy 
mould with a clay foundation; but the very beft (worft I {hould appre
hend is meant) lands may be meliorated by laying them under water at 
proper feafons.-- Good crops a::e produced even the firft year, when the 
furfacc of the earth appears in [orne degree covered with the trunks and 

brailches 
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branches of trees. The proper months for fowing rice are March, April, 
and May: the method is to plant it in trenches or rows made with a hoe., 
about three. inches deep: the land muil be kept pretty clear from weeds; 
and at the latter end of Augufi, or the beginning of September, it will 
be fit to be reaped.--Rice is not the worfe for being a little green when 
cut: they let it remain on the ftubble till dry, which will be in about two 
or three- days, if the weather be favourable, and then they hou[e or put 
it in large ilacks, afterwards it is thre£hed with a flail, and then winnowed, 
which was formerly a very tedious operation, but it is now performed 

-with great eafe by a very fimple machine, a wind fan, but lately ufed 
here, and a prodigious improvement. The next part of the procefs is· 
grinding, which is done in fmall mills made of wood~ of about two feet 
in diameter; it is then winnowed again, and afterwards put into a mortar 
made of wood, fufficient to contain from half a bu£hel to a bu£hel, where 
it is beat-with a peme, of a fize fuitable to the morrar, and to the fl:rength 
of the perf on who is to pound it : this is done to free the rice from a 
thick :fikin, and is the moil laborious part of the work. It is then fifted 
from the flour and duil made by the pounding, and afterwards by a wire 
fieve, caned a market fieve, it is feparated from the broken and. {mall 
rice; which fits it for the barrels in which it is carried to market.
They reckon 30 Haves a proper number for a rice plantation, and. to be 
tended with one overfeer: Thefe, in favourable [eafons, and on good land, . 
will produce a {urprizing quantity of rice; but that I may not be blamed 
by thofe, who being induced to come here upon fuch favourable ac
counts, and may not reap [0 great a harvefl:, and that I may not miilead 
any perron whatever, I chufe rather to mention the common computation, 
throughout the province, communibus annis; which is, that each good 
working hand, employed in a rice-plantation, makes four barrels and an 
half of rice, each barrel "veighing four or five hundred pounds weight 
neat; befides a [ufficient quantity of proviGons of all kinds, for the l1aves, ' 
horfes, cattle, and poultry of the plantation, for the year enfuing.--Rice 
laft year (he wrote in 176 I) bore a good price, being, at a medium, about; 
2/. 5 s. of our currency; per hundred weight; and all this year it hath 
been 2l. 15 s. and 3 1.; though not many years ago, it was fold at fuch 
low prices, as 10 or 12 s. per hundred.'''.'' 

The fame writer quotes from an account in 1710 a·few other.par-
ticulars. "Rice is fowedin furrows about 18 inches difl:ance ; a. peck 
ufually fows an acre, which yields feldom le[s than 30 builiels, or more 
than 60 bufhels.; but generally betweenthefe two, according as the land 
is. better. or worfe. Thriving beft in low moift lands, it inclines people to: 

Page 6. 
xmprove' 
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improve that fort of ground, whicn being plante?, a few years ~ith rice 
and then laid fallow, turns to the beft pafiure *. A thIrd wnter fays, 
" Where the foil and climate- is proper for rice, there is no grain in the 
world yields fo much profit to a planter t·" 

The proportion of South Carolina currency to fter~ing is as 7 to r. 
The above-mentioned price therefore of 3 t. per cwt. IS nearly 8 s. 7d. 
per cwt. and as there are 4 cwr. in a barrel, it is I t. r 4 s. 4 d. per barrel : 
and the Daves making four and a half, amounts, each Dave, to 7t. 14. 6d. 
and as there remains time befides this work, for raifing provifions, &c. 
for the whole plantation for a year, the product of rice appears ~o be clear 
profit: and if indigo is planted at the fame time, we {hall find 111 the next 
article, that the profit is yet greater per head. Thirty negroes, at the 
common price at prefent, and of late years, 30 t. come to 900 t. the intereft 
of which fum, at 5 per cent. is 45t. the profit on them at 7t. 14 s. 6 d. 
each, is 23 I t. 15 s. which is a very confiderable return from fa fmall 
a fum. As to the lofs of negroes, nothing <i:al1 fairly be deduCted, as Caro
lina exports a few negroes, inftead of importing them, which ihews, that 
their increafe exceeds their loffes. 

Indigo. 

" Indigo is a dye made from a plant of the fame name, fays the author 
of the Account rj' the European Settlements, which probably was fa 
called from India, where it was firft cultivated, and from whence we had 
for a confiderable time the whole of what we confumed in Europe. This 
plant is very like the fern when grown, and when young hardly difiin
guiiliable from lucerne-grafs. They cultivate three forts in Carolina, 
which demand the fame variety of foils. Firft, the French, or Hifpaniola 
Indigo, which firiking a long tap root, will only fiouriili in a deep, rich 
foil:j:; and therefore, though an excellent fort, it is not much cultivated 
in the maritime parts of Carolina, which are generally fandy. The fecond 
fort, which is the faIfe Guatemala or true Bahama, bears the winter better 
than the firO: ; is a more tall and vigorous plant, is raifed in greater quan
tities from the fame compa[s of ground, is content with the worft foils 
in the country, and is therefore more cultivated than the firfi fort, thouO"h 
inferior in the quality of its dye. The third fort is the wild indigo, whi~h 

• Page 70. t Stork's Florida, p. 66. 
t The faa may, an~ fee~s fr~m variou~ ~uthors to be fo, but not from the length of the 

tap root, fince we fee famfome With a prodIgIOus long one thrives as well, and with common 
management better, on poor fhalloV( foils than on rich ones. 

IS 

2 
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is indigenous here. This,-as it is a native of the country, anfwers the pur
pofes of the planter beft of all, with regard to the hardinefs of the plant, 
the eafinefs of the culture, and the quantity of the produce *." 

The fort cultivated in the fugar i£lands, is {aid by another writer t, to 
require a high loofe foil, tolerably rich. It is an annual plant; but the wild 
fort is aperennial; its fialk dies every year, but it {hoots up again next 
fpring : the indigo made from it is as good as the other, and it will grow 
on very indifferent land, provided it be dry and loofe. The dry and loqft 
lands, which they make choice of for the cultivation of this plant, is what 
they call their uplands, that is land which lies above the level of the fea, 
or any of the contiguous creeks or rivers; it is for the moft part a thirfiy~ 
fandy gravel, with here and there a thin covering of hazel mould t. A 
modern § author is greatly mifiaken therefore in faying, that indigo r€
quires the bejl and richejl, and moifi lands~ 

For planting indigo, they generally firft break the land up' with a: 
plough, and afterwards work it fine with hand-hoes~. The time of 

'* Vol. ii. p. 248. t Defcription of South Carolina, p. 9. t Mufium Ruflicum. 
§ Prefent State, p. 148. The paffage is as follows ~ I infert it to iliow the various accountsc 

we have of the fame thing, and how much attention is neceffary to glean up the truth among 
them. "Indigo thrives very indifferently, either ill the foil or tbe climate (he is fpeaking of our 
fouthern colonies). Indigo is one of thofe rank weeds like tobacco, which not only exhaull: 
the fubfiance of the earth, but require the very befi and richefi lands, and fuch as have a 
natural moifiure in them; whereas the lands in our fouthern colonies are extremely poor 
and fandy, and have il barren drinejs in them, which renders them very unfit to produce fuen 
a crop as this, to any manner of advantage. This is planted by the French on the freCh 
wood lands of St. Domingo, which are too rich and moill: even for fugar, and. is intended· 
to exhaufi their luxuriarlt fertility, as we do with tobacco, in order to render them fit for
that and other crops. They likewife cut it every fix weeks, or eight times in a year, and 
for two years together; whereas, in Carolina, it is cut but thrice; <lnd as the land has not 
fubfiance and moifiure to make it Choot after cutting, and the fummers are too Chort, the' 
third cutting is but of little value, as even the fecond is in Virginia. Neither does the foil 
or climate feem to be fit to yield that rich juice, which makes this dye in any plenty or 
perfetl:ion. The French and Spaniards make great quantities, worth eight and ten {billings 
a pound, when the little we make in Carolina is not, upon an average, worth above two 
fhiIIings, and a great deal has been fold for a {billing, and lefs. This is therefore far from 
being fo rich and valuable a commodity in North America as many imagine, although it 
is of great fervice in the rice colonies, and helps them to keep up their plantations, by mak
ing a fmall quantity of indigo with their rice;' and on fome few (pOlS of better lands it 
turns to more account." p. 149- This proves nothing more, than the fuperiority of the 
French and SpaniCh indigo, not that that of Carolina is not a very valuable ftaple; and as 
to the particulars of foil and climate, it refpeEts but oniJ fort at molt. The fucceCs with which 
the wild fpecies is cultivated, we find recorded on much better authority than.this author's.~ 
Vide the Difcription if Soulh Carolina .• 

~ Mvfeum Rujiicum, vol. vi. p. 387' 
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planting is generally after the firfl: rains fucceeding the vernal equinox; 
the feed is [owed in fmall fl:raight trenches, about eighteen or twenty in
ches afundet; when it is at its height,it is generally eighteen inches tall ; 
the land mufi be weeded every day, and the plants cleanfed from worms~ 
and the plantations attended with the greatefl: care and diligence. T 

An acre of good land may produce about 80 lb. of indigo, and one !lave 
may manage two acres and upwards, and raife provifions befidp.s, anll 
have all the winter months to faw lumber, and be otherwife employed in ; 
but as much of the land hitherto u[ed for indigo is improper, I am pcr
fuaded) that not above * 30 lb. of good indigo per acre can be expected 
from the land at prefent cultivated t. 

The manufaCturing it requires attention and care, but is by no means 
very difficult nor expenfive; for the whole apparatus, befides a pump, con
fifis only of vats and tubs of cyprefs wood t, common and cheap in this 
country. There is perhaps 'no branch of manufaCture in which fa large 
profits may be made upon fa tlloderate a fund, as that of indigo; and 
there is no country in which this manufaCture can be carried on to [uch 
advantage as in Carolina, where the climate is healthy, proviGons plenti
ful and cheap, and every thing neceffary for that buunefs had with the 
greateft cafe §. And it is very worthy of remark, how conveniently and 
profitably, as to the charge of labour, both indigo and rice may be rna ... 
naged by the fame per[ous; for the labour attending indigo being over 
in the fummer months, thofe who were employed in it may afterwards 
mar;lUfaCture rice in the erifuing part of the year, when it becomesmofl: 
laborious; and after doing all this, they will have fame time to fpare for 
fawing lumber, and making hogfhead and other ftaves, to fupply the 
fugar colonies ~. . 

The price of indigo in Carolina having been 2 s. 6 d. per lb. of late 
years, 30 lb. amounts to 3 t. IS s. the produCe of an acre; and as a flave 
can manage above two, the produCe of the labour of each on the plant 
may be called 8t. which is S s. 6 d. more than at making rice; but this 
is upon land plainly of an inferior kind. I !hall by and by extend thefe 

'* Ac this writer (the author of the Difcription) had undoubted opportunities of inForma
tion, we mufl: conclude the quantities mentioned by other writers, over-rated. The European 
Sell/mull/s, vol. ii. p. 250. fays, the medium produce is 50 lb. The EjJays on Hujhandry, 
p. 122. the produce of rich well managed land is 50o lb. Poilibly he means on the Miili
~ippi, where the foil is wonderfully fertile. 

t DeJ:ription, p. 9· t European Settlements, vol. ii. p. 250. 

~~ lbid. qr Defcription, p. 10. 

calculations 
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calculations, when I have come to fpeak of the expences anJ pr.:::l1t ~)r 3. 

plantation in this country. 

Cotton. 

This plant is of three kinds: one creeps on the e:lrth lik:e a vine; the 
fecond is like a buihy dwarf tree; and the third is as tall as an oak: 
all three, after producing beautiful flowers, are loaded with a fruit as large 
as a walnut, whofe outward coat is entirely black; when fully ripe, it 
opens, and difcovers a down extremely white, 'which is the cotton. They 
feparate the feeds from it by a mill, and then * it is ready to fpin. The 
mill ufed in Jamaica for this purpofe (and I [uppo[e the fame is in ufe in 
Carolina) is a long fquare frame, confifting of four beams, about four feet 
high, joined together by eight crofs pieces, four above and four below; 
two long fpindles channelled, which cro[s the frame, and turn round 
contrary ways by means of [orne truddles, on which the workman puts 
his feet, and of two handles on the fides. Before the frame is a move
able board eight inches broad, and as long as the mill, placed over againft 
the [pindles. On this board, the workman who fits before it, puts the 
cotton in a pannier placed at his left hand, to {pread it to the right on 
the fpindles, when he puts them in motion. The [pace between the [pin
dIes being wide enough to give paifage to the cotton, which they draw 
in turning round, but not to admit the feeds, [eparates them; the cotton 
falling into a bag that hangs under the mill; and the feed falling to the 
ground between the workman's legs. To direct the cotton into the bag, 
there is a board under the [pindles like that above them, inclining towards 
it. A good workman will cleanfe from 55 to 60 pounds in a day t. 1 
have inferted this account to :fhew, that the whole apparatus is of very 
trifling expence, otherwife the name of a mill might have carried an 
idea of a very co my machine. The cotton :fhrub is that which is chiefly 
cultivated. 

As to the [oil which beft fuits this vegetable one modern writer fays, 
it is known to thrive beft in a light fandy foil, and the pine barrens are 
fit for it t: Another fays, old tobacco grounds are the beft lands for it /I. 
From w,laence we may conclude, that it does not require a rich foil. It 
certainly thrives very well in thefe colonies . 

• Pofilethwayte's Dill. Art. COTTON. tId. Ibid. 
t Stork's Florida, p. 57· II Prefent State, p. 148• 

Q.q 
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Skins. 

Thefe afe fiaples of great confequence in the fouthern colonies; they 
confifl: chiefly of deer, beaver, and calf-ikins: further is not neceffary 
to be added upon this article, as no culture, and very little management, 
has any thing to do with it. 

Na']Jal Stores. 

Thefe confifl: chiefly of pitch, tar, and turpentine; mafis, &c. The 
three fira, and rofin, are all the produce of the pine-tree. The turpentine 
is drawn fimply from incifions made in the tree; they are made from as 
great an height as a man can reach with an hatchet; thefe incifions meet 
at the bottom of the tree, in a point where they pour their contents into 
a vetTel placed to receive them. There is nothing further in this pro
cefs: But tar requires a more confiderable apparatus, and greater trouble. 
They prepare a circular floor of clay, declining a little towards the center; 
from this is laid a pipe of wood, the upper part of which is even with 
the floor, and reaches ten feet without the circumference; under the 
end, the earth is dug away, and barrels placed to receive the tar as it 
runs. Upon the floor is built up a large pile of pine wood, {plit in 
pieces, and furrounded with a wall of earth, leaving only a {mall aper
ture at the top, where the fire is firil kindled. When the fire begins to 
burn, they cover this opening likewife, to confine the fire from flaming 
out, and to leave only a fufficient heat to force the tar downwards to the 
fioor. They temper the heat as they pleafe, by running a frick into the 
wan of clay, and giving it air. Pitch is made by boiling tar in large iron 
kettles fet in furnaces, or burning it in round clay holes made in the 
earth !~. Oil of t4rpentine is obtained by the difiillation of turpentine. 
Rofin is the refiduum or remainder of fuch turpentine, after the oil is dif
tilled from it t. In the clearing of their grounds, they lay afide all trees 
fit for mails, boltfprits, and booms, of which they export what they do 
not ufe, and likewife oars, &c. &c. 

Timber. 

Befides the feveral articles of timber ufed in naval {tores, thefe colonies 
export co?fiderable quantities of what they call lumber, which'is cedar, 
cyprefs, pme, oa~, walnut, &c. &;c. cut into a variety of goods, as boards, 
planks, poits, ilimgles, {taves, hoops) hogfheac1s, &c. &c. the fale of which 

*- European Settlements, vol. ii, p. 254. 

t Defcription ~f Soulh C)r,/ino, p. 7 I, 
18 
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is of great confequence to them, as the clearing their lands is thereby_ 
made an article of profit. But it is much to be regretted, that they have 
not fawing mills erecred among them, which would infinitely increafe this 
branch of their exports. 

Silk. 

This article muft not be forgot, although it is not yet carried to an 
hundredth degree of the perfeCtion which it would admit. 

It is neceiTary firO: to remark, that mulberry trees, both white and 
red, are indigenous over all the fouthern,and even middle parts of this 
continent. Throughout the colonies of which I am at prefent treating, 
they are every where found in the greateO: plenty, unlefs where deftroyed 
with the refi of the wood; but they thrive fa vigorouily, that plantations 
of them, of any extent, may eafily be made; and it is well known they 
are fit to feed the worms when :fix years old: though the filk produced 
from trees of from fix to twelve years growth is not fa good as that which 
others yield of eighteen or twenty years of age *'; the difference, how
ever, is of but little confequence in a country where millions of old trees 
are fpontaneous. The climate of the back parts of thefe fouthern colo
nies is warmer than either Frarrce or Italy, and yet much more temperate 
than the fouthern parts of the latter, and confequently better adapted- to 
the bu£inefs; for it has been remarked, that in France they make but 
feven or eight pounds of £ilk from the worms hatched from an ounce of 
eggs. In Brefcia in Italy, eight, nine, or ten pounds; but in Calabria 
eleven or twelve pounds t. 

Abundance of inconveniencies and expenees attend the making filk in 
Europe, from which the inhabitants of thefe colonies are totally exempt. 
In many parts of France_ they hatch the worms in buildings erecred on 
purpofe, (which are neceiTary in fuch climates for hatching large quan~ 
tities) and warmed by ftoves and fiues. In Italy the peafantB pay the 
landowners half the quantity they make for the leaves of the mulberry 
trees: which expence, and the having no rooms for the ufe but the com
mon ones of their cottages, are great burthens upon their induftry. But 
in our colonies it is very different; timber there is in fuch plenty, and f() 

eafily converted into boards, pofts, &c. from the nature of it, that there 
is no fnch thing to be teen as fuch mean cottages as are univerfal in Eu
rope. A little planter here can afford as convenient a houfe and offices as 

* See M. Plombanie's Memoir upowthe Silk-lPorm, 8vo. 
t AUGUSTINO SALLO Venti Giornate,dall' Agric~ltllra, 4to. 1550. 
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a gentleman in England with five hundred pounds a year; confequently 
the expence of rooms on purpofe for the worms is very trifling. 

The attendance, labour, and trouble are likewife inconfiderable. A 
modern vvriter remarks this with great jufinefs. "When it can be {hewed," 
fays he, " that two or three mulberry trees, or a proportional number of 
frnall ones will feed a fufficient number of worms to make a pound of filk; 
that the Hand which holds thefe worms will _not take up a yard-{pace in 
a wom; that one perron {killed in reeling can, with the help of a boy 
to turn the reel, wind off two or three pounds of filk in a day; that one 
pound of this {ilk will make five yards of padufoy; that the whole time 
from the hatching of the eggs to the reeling of the {ilk, amounts to no 
more than fix weeks; that a fmall part of each day is fufficient for the 
proper attendance; and that, befides all this, it can be done with much 
leis trouble than is generally undergone: thefe things I fay being con
fidered, the managing of the £Ilk-worm will appear in a more inviting 
light, and be looked upon as an entertainment neither unpleafing nor 

fi bi ok " unpro ta e "'. 

" The produClioll of filk," fays another writer, "will but little inter:.. 
fere with the other labours of a planter. A man and his fan, or a fervant, 
may, without much trouble, gather leaves fufficient for as many worms 
as he can keep. His wife and daughter, or a fervant maid, may feed 
and attend the worms t." "Every inhabitant of a colony," fays an
other, "men, women, and children, might make at leaft a pound of 
filk per annum, which is 20 s. and would employ them but fix weeks t." 
The fame writer makes an obfervation, which is worthy of attention. 
" There are three different forts of mulberry trees in North America, and 
a native {ilk-worm, which fpins its cocoons upon thefe and other trees, 
which are as large, and weigh as much as twenty of the common, and 
tbe filk is much ftronger. This would afford a material for a manufac
ture different from any that is known." 

" The culture of indigo, tobacco, and cotton," fays Du Pratz, " may 
be eafily carried on without any interruption to the making of filk, as 
anyone of thefe is no manner of hindrance to the other. In the firfi place, 
the work about thefe three plants does not come on till after the worms 
have fpun their filk: in the iecond place) the feeding and cleaning the 

* Pullin's Culture oj Silk, 8vo. J 753. 

-t Impartial Enquiry into the State alld Utility oj the Provina oj Gsorgia, 8vo. 17+ r. 
t Prefint Staff, p. 269-

filk-
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filk-worm requires no great degree of firength; and thus the care em
ployed about them interrupts no other. fort of work, either as to tirne, or 
as to the perrons employed therein. It fuffices for this operation to have 
a perron who knows how to feed and clean the worms. Young negroes 
of both fexes might aHift this perfon, little {kill fufficing for this purpore. 
The eldeft of the young negroes when taught, might {hift the worms and 
lay the leaves; the other young negroes gather and fetch thou: and all 
this labour, which does-not take up the whole day, lans onlv for about 
'fix weeks. It appears therefore, that the profit ~ade of th~ {ilk is an 
additional benefit, fa much the more profitable as it diverts not the work-
men from their ordinary taiks. If it is to be objeCted, that buildings are 
requifite to make filk to advantage: I anfwer; buildings for the purpofe 
coft very little in a country where wood may be had for taking: I add 
further, that thefe buildings may be made and d<\.ubed with mud by any 
pet:fons about the family; and befides, may ferve for hanging tobacco in 
two months after the filk-worms are gone*." 

The advantages which thefe colonies enjoy for the culture of {ilk have 
by no means been improved as they ought, but we may hope to fee bet'
ter things in future. We are told, that a confiderable increafe has of late 
been made in the growth of {ilk in Carolina and Georgia; and that at 
Puriiburg t is become the ilaple commoClity of the place t." And another' 
writer informs us, that filk is become fo great an improvement in Caro
lina, that fome families make forty or fifty pounds in a year, without ne
gleCling their plantations the leaft; and that they find the negro children 
of great ufe in it II. It would be ufelefs to enlarge here upon the infinite 
confequence to Britain of extending this fiaple, which is apparently fo 
well adapted to the country. I thall in another place endeavour to point 
out the moil probable means of effeaing it. 

" In the year 1757," fays another writer, " I052 lb. of raw filk balls 
were received at the filature in Georgia, and the next year produced no 

;;< HiJlory of Louijiana, vol. i. p. 32 5. 

t Called fo from one colonel Purry, a native of Swifferland, who wrote a treati(e, intitled, 
A Methodfor determining the bll C/~mate.o~ Earth, 8vo. 1744· he fixes i~ about 32 or 33 dea 
grees latitude; and, confifl:ently WIth hIs Idea, founded Pudbu: gh 1l.11atlLude 32z about forty 
years' ago. 

:j: Stork's Florida, 1766, p. 58. 
M PofHethwayte's DiDionary, Art. B, itijh dmErica. 

lef:t 
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le[s than 704olb. thc~·eof~ And in (759 there w<tS received at Savannah, 
the capital of Georgi;l~ confiderably above 10,000 lb. although the [ea[on 
was not favourabk *'0" 

Sundry Articles. 

AmongO: many other products, fruits are of fome confequence; oranges 
thrive very finely there, and are exported to the amount of 2. or 300,000 

annually. Safrafras is produced in tolerable plenty. Bees and myrtle-wax 
are very plentiful: the latter is the produce of a plant called the myrtle
'wax i1uub. The procefs of making the wax is very fimple: they bruife 
the berrries, boil them in water, and ikim the wax off, \\Thieh is naturally 
of a bright green colour, but may be bleached like bees-wax; and on 
account of its hardnefs is well adapted for candles in hot countries t· They 
are however brittle, infomuch that they break inflantly to pieces; not 
only by falling, but if they are handled roughly. A very fenfible writer 
propofes as a remedy for this defect, that a certain quantity of goats fuet 
be cliifolved and incorporated with the melted wax t, which in all proba-
bility would have the defired effecl. ' ' 

Thefe are the principal ftaple commodities of the fouthern continental 
colonies. Having laid this little iketeh before the reader, I ihall in the 
next plaee endeavour to difeover the expenees of forming a plantation in 
them for the cultivation of products, which are palpably of fueh great 
importance to Britain; and try, at the fame time, if fome tolerably clear 
ide,a cannot be gained of the profit or income refulting from fuch planta
tion. I introduce this calculation here, beeaufe the ftaples are of more 
confequence than moil: which remain yet to be fpoken of; and beeaufe 
there is a much greater plenty of good land yet to fettle than in the more 
northerly colonies. Such an inquiry as this will not be ufelefs; for there 
are many people in thefe kingdoms, as well as abroad, who are deterred 
from fettling in the colonies on account of the uncertainty of the expenee. 
People who poifefs enough to live happily in a colony, but whofe poverty 
in the mother-country not allowing a way of living, and appearance, 
equal perhaps to better, but paft times; or to an unfortunate education 
fuperior to their fubfiance, fall into ,courfes which are fure to end fatally 
in what manner foever they are accelerated: No community fuffers any 

,. Anderfon's Deduaion, vol. ii. p. 4 13. 
t,Stork's Florida, P:,48• But for a more accurate manner, fee Du Pratz's H!Jloire de fa 

Louijiane, J7s 8,tom.1I. p. 37. 
:t E.!fays on HuJb{/i1dry, p, 128, 

10fs, 
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lois, but on the contrary a confiderable benefit in Juch retiring to more 
plentiful climes.-I fhall form a fuppofition) that Jhe plantation is fettled 
by a perf on from Britain or Ireland, and include the expences of freight. 
But as my materials for this iketch are of no great extent) I mull make 
ufe of fome private intelligence which I gained on this head, where my 
public information falls fhort. I had it on very good authority. 

Let us fuppofe that a man, his wife, and two children, leave Britain to 
fettle in Carolina; what is the lowefl: fum neceiEtry for the undertaking? 
I fhall fuppofe them to take one man, and one maid fervant. Their ex
pences of freight and provifions will, one with another, be lot. each. 

In our new colony of Eafl: Florida the ex pence of the furvey and fees 
of I500 acres, is 20 I. For want of particular information) I mufl: ima
gine it is the fame in Carolina. 

To purchafe a negro or two~ or even three, as foon as a fettler arrives 
in the province, the price will be st. extraordinary. To buy them out 
of the fhip, they are 30 t. per head. 

The expence of converting a part of the timber on the grant of land 
into a convenient comfortable, houfe of three fmall rooms on a floor, (by 
way of beginning) is 25 I. 

Furniture is a very indefinite article, but 50 I. fhould be allowed for 
it. The expence of thofe articles which have a peculiar reference to the 
climate is 10 I. in all 60 t. 

The firfl: year's provifions (or houfekeeping) for fervants amounts to 6/. 
per head. As to negroes, they are frequently fed intirely upon Indian 
corn, of which twelve bufhels and a half maintain them the whole year, 
without other food *. The price is 2 s. per bufhel; confequently the year's 
food of each is I I. 5 s. The charge of their cloathing, 2t. per annum t. 
The planter, his wife, and children, I calculate at 40 t. 

The wages of fervants carried from Britain are jufl: what they can be 
got for; the common calcul,ation is lot. a year each. 

The impfements of culture and dearing the land) [ncb as axes, faws, 
pick-axes, fpades, hoes, &c. &c. are reckoned at 4 I. per labouring 
hand. 

"" Prefent State, p. 35" t ~ur0l!ean Sm/ments, vol. ii. p.105. 

Plantations 
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Plantations are gen(:ra1Jy chofen either upon the banks of navigable 
riv,ers, or [0 near them~ that every planter poffeffes a boat, which is abfo
lutely neceiTary: The con is 10/. Large plantations have floops belong
ing to them, of from ten to thij:ty, or forty and fifty tons burthen. 

In the fettling any plantation contingent expenees will happen, which 
were either unfore[een, or the amount too uncertain to calculate. In 
fome efiimates I have feen, for plantations of ten labouring hands, thefe 
have amounted to s'J t. which is 51. per head, which I {hall adopt. 

- As to cattle, the number which I have feen minuted in one or two efti
mates for I500 acres was, five hor[es, ten cows, five oxen, and twenty 
hogs: the hor[es at 3 t. the cows at I t. the hogs at 5 s. but thefe prices, 
I have been informed, are now too high. 

The[e articles thrown together will appear as under. 

Freight and expences on the voyage of the planter, his 
family, and two [ervants, 

Survey and fees of 1500 acres, 
One negro, and, doathing, 
Houfe, -
Furniture, 
,Firft year's expenees. 

The family, 
Two [ervants, 
One negro, 

VI ages of two [ervants 
Implements, 
A boat, 
Cattle, 
Contingencies, -

Annual expenee. 
Wages, 
Negro doaths, 
\Vear and tear, --'-

£·40 
I2 

I 5 

-

Cloathing the planter and family, -

£.60 
20 

37 
25 
60 

53 S 
20 

8 
10 

40 

20 

--
353 5 

C. 20 
2 

4 
40 

66 
Before 
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Before I proceed to give any iketch of the returns from fuch a planta
tion I fhould obferve, the firfl: ye;'lr i2 ~mployed in clearing vvhat may be
called a home flall; that is, a garden, and fuch a quantity of land as the 
labouring hands kept bI the rl~uter z;:e abl·;:: annually to cultivate. - Nor 
ihould I forget a difiinction often made ufe of in the preceding {heets be
tween the maritime and back parts of thde colonies i the fidt. are fruit
ful, but unwholefotne, the latter much more fruitful, and exceedingly 
wholefome. The ben land is likewife aU taken up in the former, but 
vaft and fertile tratls rem.ain uncultivated in the latter. For theie reafons, 
I fhall fuppofe the planter to choofe his grant in the back parts. 

I have already quoted indifputable authority for afferting the product 
of rice per working hand to be 71. I4_s. 6 d. and of indigo on bad 
land, 8 I. and on good, 20 I. '* and in both cafes workmen to have time 
to fpare for raiiing all neceifaries for the planter's family, themfelves, and 
the cattle, &c. and likewife for fawing fome lumber in the winter months. 
In addition to this I fuould add, on the private information hitherto ufed, 
that the clear profit of every hand employed on rice, indigo, or Indian 
corn, is 20 I. and on cotton, Q5 I. It was likewife added, that on hemp 
it was 251. which account of Indigo agrees exactly with the other; but that 
of rice is much more; . from whence probably we may conjecture, that the 
rice is reckoned only for a part o~ the year, efpeciallyas the author men
tions the great profit of cultivating both at a time.--It is further to be 
remarked, that as the back parts of thefe colonies do not by any means 
abound with near the quantities of fwamps or rice-grounds as the mari
time parts, (and therein indeed confifis in a good meafure the fuperior 
healthinefs of them) we :/hould not take the culture of rice into the 
account, as the planter may not have it in his power to fix upon a fpot 
which, at the fame time that it is high, dry, and healthy, contains like
wife a ihare of fwamp. 

Here therefore are three productg to cultivate, indigo, Indian corn, and 
cotton, befides fundry fmaller articles. Let us throw Indian corn out of 
the quefiion as an article 0/ fale, and fuppofe the profit per head of others 
to be 20 I. upon a medium. The fundry articles are of no inconfiderable 
confequence. Silk by all means ought to be attended to immediately; the 
expences are nothing, the hazard confequently not to be named; his wife, 
children, and maid, may therein be the chief agentg: infiructions for the 
man<1gement fhou1d be gained directly: and, confidering the great eafe of 
the ;nocefs, we may, without the imputation of the leaD: exaggerat,ion, 

.JI. See page 296.--80 lb. at 2 s. 6d. 

R r [uppo[e 
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fuppofe the f;;,mily to make one pound per head the fecond year, or feven 
pounds, and afterwards to increafe the quantity confiderably. Pitch, tar., 
and turpentine, he makes as he clears his ground. I,umber I do not bring 
into the account the fecond year, as he may probably apply it to enlarging 
his houfe. 

Expences as before minuted, 
Suppofing the planter works himfelf, he has 

three hands, at 20 I. 
Seven pounds of filk, 
Sundries, 

£.60 
7 
o 

£.66 

Hence we find, that with this capital the planter mufl: work as hard a,~ 
his fervants, or he muft not fpend 40 I. a year in cloaths, or 10 I. wages for 
a maid. Thefe articles, however, are not confiftent with a working plan ... 
ter: 350 I. we find therefore to be the loweft fum that a man with a wife 
and two children and two fervants can leave Britain to fettle in thofe colo'!' 
nies upon. 

If another negro is fubfl:ituted inftea" of the man-fervant, the. account 
will frand thus: 

Former total, 
Deduct freight, &c .. , 

Wages, 
Board, 

£. 10 
10 

6 -
Add coft, board~ and c1oathing, -
Annual expenee as before, _ 
Deduct wages, _ 

Add negro cloathing, i--.; 

-. ,C. 353. 5· 

26 0' 

--
325 5, - 38 . 5 --. 

£. 363 10 

'- £~ 66 - - 10 

s6 - ,....,.,. 2 

58 
If 
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If the maid is deduCted, the firfl: amount will be 

The-annual ex pence, 

Ditto, if no [ervant, 

30 7 

£. 32 7 5 -----_. 
56 

If the planter is fingle, or has only a wife, or fuch other Y31'iations, the 
proportion may eafily be found. 

To form another cafe; fuppofe the planter poITeffed of 500 l. what 
will then be his fituation in thefe refpeCcs r According to the former 
prices, nearly fuch a fum will be divided in the follo\ving manner: 

Freight, &c. as before, 
Survey and fees, ditto, 
One negro, 
Four ditto, 
Houfe, 
Furniture, 
Houfekeeping a year, 
Wages, 
Boat, 
Implements, ~ 

Cattle, 
Contingencies, 
Cloathing five negroes, 

Annual expenee. 
Wages, 
Negroes cloathing 
Wear and tear, 

Profit on fix hands, 
Eleven pOll ods of filk, 

E:;13t i ".~~S) 

£. 20 

10 

12 

Remaill clear, exclufive of pitch, lumber) &c. &c. 

£. 60 

QO 

1QO 

35 
3.') 
60 
58 S 
20 

10 

Q4 
40 
30 

10 

--
5" .-, .... ~ 

£. IQO 

I I 

13 1 

89 

5 

Profit on capital, 18 per cent. befldes hou[e-;:ent and houfe-keeping. 

R r Q Thirdly; 

. 
-
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Thirdly; Iuppofe the planter's fortune about 750 t. 
then ihnd thus: 

Freight, of his family, maid, and two men-fervants, 
Survey and fees, 
Orie negro, 
Nine ditto, 
Houfe, 
Furniture, 
Boat, 
Houfekeeping, 
Wages, 
Implements, 
Cattle, 
Cloathing ten negroes, 
Contingencies, 

Annual expence. 
Wages, 
Cloathing negroes, 
Wear and tear, 

[. 30 

20 
22 

72 

ESSAY V. 

his account will 

£. 70 

QO 

35 
270 

40 

60 
]0 

70 10 

30 

44-
40 

QO 

68 
--

769 10 --

Profit on twelve hands, 
Seventeen pounds of filk, 

[. ~4° 
17 

257 
Expences, -7'!!, 

"" 185 Remains clear, 
Profit on capital, 25 per cent. 

Fourthly; if we fuppo[e the fum employed in forming a plantation 
to be 1000 t. the application will be as follows: 

Freight, &c. of the planter, his family, two maids, and two 
men [ervants, - - - £. 80 

S:"T\','::7 and fees, 20 

One negro,... 35 

Carried over, 135 
Thirteen 
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Thirteen negroes, 
Boat, 
Houfe, 
Furniture, 
Houfekeeping, 
Wages, . 
Implements, 
Cattle, 
Cloahing fourteen negroes, 
Contingencies, 

Annual expence. 
Wages, 
Cloathing negroes, 
Wear and tear, 

Profit on llxteen hands, 
Twenty-two pounds of filk, 

Expenees, 

Remains clear, 

Profit on capital 24 per cent. 

£.40 
28 
I')l, .:> .. -

1.00 

.. 

Brought over 135 
39 0 

10 

60 
80 
82 'IO 

100 10 

[. 320 

2~ 

342 

100 

Were I not apprehenfive of growing too tedious, I iliould extend thefe 
:!ketches much farther, as they tend to fet in a clear light a point hitherto 
but little known. I muft however make a few remarks, the better to 
obviate the objeCtions to which thefe calculations are open. In the firft 
place, itwill be obferved, that I have made no allowances for 10fs of fiock~. 
either :flaves or cattle: the latter are too inconfiderable to deferve a particu-· 
Iar mention; as to the former, it ihould not be forgot, that our fouthern. 
continental colonies are in the general fa healthy, that they frand in no 
need of a recruit of negro frock; bnt, on the contrary,' fupply the increafe . 
of their own demand, and fell fame befides to the fugal' colonies, Now, 
the back parts of the country being [0 much more healthy than the mari
time ones, there would be le[3 probability of a lois than in the whole 
country at large; infomuch that the pitch, tar, turpentine, lumber, wax, 
and other produCtions not fp,ecified, and which, all plantations yield in 

very' 
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very large quantities, befides the fl:at~d profit per head on .the ~orking 
people, vvould, I am perfmc'ed, be greatly more than fufficlent eIther. to 
counterbalance the 10fs by death, in purchafing frdh Daves, or to p:ovlde 
by degrees wives for the nien, when _~he frock wou~d be prrftta.ble. III t~le 
increafe rather than fubjeCt to any 10);e8. The artlcle of filk IS hkewlfe 
much under-rated. Mr. Pofl:lethwayte tells us, that many -families make 
forty or fifty pounds in thefe colonies; and in the preceding pages I have 

, fhewn from various authors, that a fingle perfon may, with great eafe, 
make many pounds, and reel two or three in a day: and if we confider 
the prodigious plenty of mulberry trees in the back country, we may eafily 
conceive that ctn allowance of even ten pounds of filk per head would 
not be in the leafl: exaggerated, if indufiry, care, and attention, were the 
conduCtors of the planterjs family. 

We fee by thefe efiimates, that a fum of money, very fmall, compared 
with vvhat European trades require, will fettle a whole family in this heal
thy and plentiful climate. What can a man do with 500 l. in Britain, 
if unfortunately he has not been bred up to fome low builnefs, and the 
money ready placed in it to the beft advantage? When a man is fettled at 
home in a way of indufl:ry, his leaving his country would be a public 
lofs: but view unfettled people who poffefs from 400 to 10001. or there:
abouts, and know not what to do with it.-Such people are by no means 
uncommon; at home they are mere idle confumers of the induftry of 
others till their fortunes are gone, and then---.c-nolofs accrues from fuch 
fettling in colonies.- Can any comparifon be made between an unfettled 
perfon living at home upon the intereft of 1000 I. and poffibly burdened 
with a wife and family; and the fam~ perfon in Carolina, upon fuch a 
plantation as I have fketched laft? In one fituation he is but a degree 
above ilarving; in the other, he lives opulently; enjoys all the conveni
encies of life, and Jays by a confiderable annual fum for the future main
tenance of his family. 

Families are no burden but in countries where commerce, luxury, and 
a f~arcity of land, cau~e high prices. In thefe fouthern parts of America, 
VJ,L:Lc~, at a certalll dlfiance from the fea, are undoubtedly the fineftcoun
tnes 111 the _world, nature almofi fpcntaneoufly maintains the people that 
plant themielves there. The working hands, befides raifing mofi profi
tab~e Haples to the amOU1"lL of QO l. per head, fully maintain the whole 
plantation in neceuaries, and yet have forne months in vvinter to fpare : 
the planter need but take a walk with his gun, to return loaded with a 
vaG: variety of game of the moft d~licious kin::1s: he need but row out 
with bis net to return with the utmofl: plenty of fifh, equally pleafing to 

the 
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the pa1ate, and nutricious to the confiitution. Every hedge pre[ents hin1 
with fruits of a flavour unknown in England. Need we a more pregnant 
proof than their fatting their hogs with the fineft peaches in the univexfe ? 
And all theie advantages in a climate which, though it £hews a change of 
feafons, yet is equally removed from the difagreeable feverity of i11arp 
frofts, and the relaxing heats of a burning fun; in a word, in climates fo 
favourable to cultivation, that no winter-provifion or fodder is ever nece[
fary for cattle, green food being always in plenty.--Having ventured· 
thefe few fl:riClures on the fettling of plantations in thefe colonies, I £hall 
proceed to lay before the reader the quantities of the above-mentioned, and' 
other ftaples annually exported from them, with what exaCtnefs the fcan
tlnefs of materials will allow me. 

Exports from the port of Charles Town in South Carolina, from Novem
ber 1747, to November 1748 ,:C. 

Commoditie5. 
Species. ~antities .. 

Corn and grain. 
Rice, 
Indian corn, 
Barley *, 

Roots andfruits, 

5 S ,000 barrels, . 
39,308 bu£hels, 

! 5 caiks, 

Oranges *, 296,000 in nO 
Peafe, 6,107 builiels, 
Potatoes *~ 700 buill. 

Onions,* 
5 10 Caiks, 
t 200 Ropes, 

Cattle, bee,h &c. 

fBUllOCkS*, 28 in nC) 

Li.ve fioek, I;I0gs,. *',,, 158 
Sundnes""', 

:Beef, 1,764 barrels, 
Pork, 3,1 I4 ditto, 
Bacon, abou t *. Q,QOO lb. 
Butter *, !30 caiks, . 

Rates in 
fierI, money. 

I. s. d. 

Amount in' 
fierI. money. 

o 6 5 per loolb: £.8:8,600 

o I 5 per buihel, Q 789' 
o 14 3 caik, 10 

0 T7 I per Iooo/b. QSI 

0 I 5 bu£hel, 43 Q ' 

0 0 8 bufhel, ~3 
0 14 3 ca:fk, 7 
0 0 4 rope, 3 

] II 5 bullock, 44 
0 8 6 hog, 63 

357 
0 18 6 barrel, r631 
I 8 6 ditto" 4436 
0 0 4 lb. 36 
I 2 1.0 caik, 148 

* This table is taken from the Defcription, p. 50. which is in Carolina currency;. but I., 
have reduced it, with no inconfiderable trouble, to fterling, only leaving out the, fraCt1.ons of. 
a' penny, which, however, are re[erved in th,e tota~. Thefe tables are of no ufe In their cllr~· 
JrcnJ::Y) the difference betweeu that and .fterlll1g being [0 great, f 

Nav(1"",o. 
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Commodities. Rates in Amount in 
Species. §!...uantities. fierI. money. fierI. money. 

}{a'7Jal flores. t. s. d. 
Pitch, 5,521 bartels, 0 6 5 per barrel, £. 1771 

T $ Common, 2,784 ditto, 0 5 o ditto, 696 ar 
291 ditto, I ditto, ' 1 Green, 0 7 lOS 

Turpentine, 2,397 ditto, 0 7 I ditto, 847 
Rofin *, 97 ditto, ., 0 7 1 ditto, 34 
Mafts *, 9 in nO Q 2 10 each, 19 
Boltfprits ;~, 8 in n () o 17 I each, 7 
Booms, 6 ditto, I· 8 6 each, 8 
Oars ~, 50 paIr, 0 Q 10 pair, 5 

Vegetable produce of 
0/ other Jarts. 

Indigo, I34,II 8 lb. 0 Q 6 lb. 16,764 
Pot a£hes, 3 ?arrels, Q 17 I barrel, 8 

Oil of turpentine,*, {9 prs, I 8 6 jar, 13 
7 barrels, 2 2 10 barrel, IS 

Cotton, wool *, 7 bags, 3 II 5 bag, QS 
Saifafras \\< , ~2 tons, 2 Q 10 ton, 67 

Lumber *. 
Boards, 61)448 feet, 5 14 3 per 100O, 349 Cedar boards, 8, I 89 ditto, o 17 I per 100, 70 
Cedar plank, 1,331 ditto, 0 I· '5 foot, 92 
-- pofts, 52 ditto, 0 I 5 ditto, 3 Cypre[s boards, 2 1,000 ditto, 5 14" 3 per 1000, III 
Ditto, 979 boards;, 0 I 9 each, 84 
Heading, 13,975 5 14 3 per 1000, 79 Ditto, IQ7,65~ feet, 4 5 8 per 1000, 546 
Di tto, pine, 148,143 feet of boards, 5 14 3 per 1000, 840 
Ditto, 1,293 boards, a 0 10 each, 53 Ditto, plank, 22 in nO, 0 2 I each, 2 
Bay wood plank, 98 ditto, 0 8 6 ditto, 41 Scantling, 2,000 feet, o 10 o per 100, 10 
Shingles, 635,170 in nO o II 5 per 1000, 364 Staves, 132,5':)7 ditto, 4 5 8 ditto, 567 Timber, 4,000 feet, 0 14 3 'per 100, Q8 
Ditto, 9 pIeces, 0 5 8 each, 2 
vValnut, 739 feet, I 14 3 per 100, 13 Ditto, 66 pieces, 0 2 10 each, 10 

Commodities, 
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Commodities. Rates in Amount in 
Species,. §?gantitie s. fierI. money. fierI. money. 

80 in nO, 8 Hogilieads, {,.o 6 ditto, £·34 
Tierces, 43 ditto, 0 7 I ditto, 16 
Hoops, 3,000 ditto, I I4 3 per 1000, 5 
Canes, 800 ditto, 0 5 8 per 100, C) ... 
Pumps, I fet, - - ... v 

Animal produce oj 
other forts. 

{BeaVer ", ~oo lb. 0 4 3 per lb. 4~ 
Skins, Calve *, I,P in no, 0 5 8 each, 40 

Deer, 720 hogfheads, So 0 o each, 36,000 
Tallow *, 81 barrels, I 8 6 barrel, lIS 
Hogs-lard *, ,{, 25 jars, 0 17 I Jar, 20 

l 26 ca:lk.s, ~ 0 o caik, 5~· 
Raw £Ilk, 8 boxes, 1.8 II 5 box, ~29 

W * I Bees, 1000 lb. 0 0 8 lb. 33 
ax , Myrtle, 700 lb. 0 0 8 lb. 22. 

Man;qa8urcJ. 
Leather tanned *, 10,356 lb. 0 S o lb. ~,589 
Soap *, 7 boxes, I 8 6 box, 10 
Candles*, 34 ditto, 2 2 10 ditto, 73 
Bricks *, 7,000 in nq o 14- 3 per 1000, 5 --
Total amount~ - - C· 161,361 --
Total amount, exc1ullve of the articles marked with a *, 85,700 

Rccapitulation. 
Skins, - ~ .;-.:-.:i.:. of the whole. 
Rice, I{-i of ditto. 
Indigo, T ~~.g.-:. of ditto. 
Naval frores, - -/0 ;;-:. of ditto. 
Lumber, - -:v;. ';';'.g. of ditto. 
C • I 8 <> <> f d'tt orn, -'ST ~"'199 ° 1 o. 
Corn, provillons, and live fiock, n ';.9 .. ?0' of ditto. 
Silk, - - ToT !: j. of ditto. 
Sundry articles, - - ~ of ditto. 

, I very much regret the not being able to lay before the reader as difiin& 
a table of later years; however, I iliall add what particulars I can glean up. 

S f Exports 
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Exports from Charles Town in 1754 *, containing the articles not marked 
in the preceding table with a *, which were fo 'diftinguiilied, and thrown 
into a total by themfelves, for the fake of a c01Jl\>arifon with the fol
lowing. 

Commodities • Price. Amount~ 
Rice, 10-4,682 bar. at £'1 15 o t per bar. £. I 83, 193 
Indigo, 216'924 lb. 0 2 6 lb. 27,IlS. 
Deer ikins, 460 hogilieads, So 0 o each, 23,000 
Pitch, S,B69 barrels, 0 6 S barrel" 1,881 
Tar, Q,945 ditto, 0 5 o ditto, 736 
Turpentine, 759 ditto, 0 7 ~ ditto,- 266 
Beef, 416 ditt0, 0 18 6 ditto, 384-
Pork, 1,560 ditto, I 8 6 ditto, 2,223 
Indian corn, 16,428 buih. 0 2 o t bufh. 1,642 

Peafe, 9,162 ditto. I 5 o ditto,. 648 
Shingles, . ° 1,114,000 In n , 0 II 5 per 1000, 63 1 

880 Staves, ~06,600 in nO, 4 5 8 ditto, 
--

Total, - - £. 242,529 
Ditto of thefe articles in 1748, - 857,000 --
1754 fuperior to 1748 by - - -' 156,899 
Suppofing the other articles illcreafed in the fame proportion, 

they will amount to 146,890 

In 1747 t, indigo amount~d to 5oe,00o lb. 
For which increafe we mufi add -
Total 1757, without reckoning any other increafe thau that 

of indigo, - . 

But if one article in three years adds above 30,000 I. to the 
export, the reader: will doubtlefs allow the greateft proba
biEty, that all the refl:, including the grand ftaple, rice, 

30 3,789' 

£.35,384 --
--

will make this fum up 360,000 

Deduct ,', for corn, cattle, &c. not properly fiaples; this 
being the proportion of 1748, the. total of every article' 
being that year infefted, above 24,000 

--
Total of fiaple commodities 1757, 336,000 

"* This is taken from European SEttlements, vol. iii. p. 259. But as there are no price~ 
:ilffi:ted, I have added the former ones, except in particulars which r knew to be raiCed. . 

t D1 11]",tim of Carolina, p. 8, 9. t European Settltments, vol. ii.p. 262. 

The 
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The number offouIs in South Carolina inI76r was 64,000, whites and 
blacks t; fuppofing them 6c,00o in 1757, this export of flaples will 
amount to 5 I. 10 s. a head; and this for the whole country, the export 
of one port being only reckoned, the whole amount in corn, &c. arid 
fupIes, is 5 I. 12 s. (;) d. 

Exported in ten mon th5, 176 I, from Charles Town. 

Commodities. 
Rice, 100,000 barrels, 
Pitch, 6,376 ditto, 
Tar, 93 I ditto, 
Turpentine, 4,808 ditto, 

Price. 
C. 1 IS () bar. 

° 6 5 ditto, 
o 5 0 ditto, 
o 7 1 ditto, 

Amount. 
£. 175,000 

2,043 

2'3 2 

Oranges, 161,000 in nO, 
Ditto, 141 barrels *, . ~ 

o 1 7 I per 1000, 
r ,7011: 

13] 

Pork and beef, 1,149 barrels, 
Bacon, J: 3 barrels *, 
Indigo, 399,366 lb. I 

Deer frins, 4~ 2 hogfheads, 
33 I bundles *. 

I 23 Q t bar" 1,894 

o 2 6 lb. 
So 0 ° hog.;. 

300 loofe *. 
Tanned leather, 5,869 fides *, 
Peafe and corn, II, }!;~6 bufhels, 
Bees wax, 6,72 I Ih. 

0 I 5 buLb. 7?4 
0 0 8 lb. 224 

Staves, 236,850 in noo , 
Boards, &c. 466,186 feet, 
Hoops, 29,600 in n Q, 
Befides many other articles §. 

4 S 8 per 1000, 1,01 4 
5 14 ° per 1000, 2,657 
I If 3 per 1000, -50 

Add one-fixth for the other two months, 
{,. 256,767 

4-2 ,794-

The fundryarticles in the firft table of exportation omitted in 
this came to 6310 I. Now, ifthofearticles were increafed in 
the fame proportion with the rei, they would have 

. amounted to about 

Total 1761, 

12,000 

t Deflript;on, p. 30' ., Of there I know not the prices. :1:, Medium. 
§ Anderfon's DeduEtion Df Commerce, vol. ii. p. 424. . 
U Upon this total I fbould, in confirmation, remark, that the Commercial Pr;ncip/u, p. 6q. 

fays," the export o~ CQrQlina I, Britain was, in 176r, 206,53+ /. Now, i(we confider the viill 
S f 2. quantity 
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By this account, the e~port of Charles Town in 17611 is about 48,000 I. 
lefs than the calculation of it in 1754: but this circumftance, inftead of 
invalidating the former flate, confirms it. This year South Carolina- was 
dreadfully haraffed by an Indian war, the mention of which is, I appre
hend, fufficient not only to account for this decrecife, but alfo for the fail
ure of an t"ncreqfe; which there is the greateft rearon to believe would 
have regularly been enjoyed, had Dot the war prevented it. The irregu
lar manner in which the Indians carryon a war, which is all by furprize" 
and cutting off the miferable inhabitants of detached dwellings, is a thou
fand times more fatal to planting than a regular war. A vaft number of 
fettlements are at once deferted, confequently a proportionable decreafe of 
exported produce. What the export of Charles Town has been fince, I 
have no fufficient authority' to infert; but there can be no doubt of its· 
being greatly increafed, as the peace has been fince concluded, and all 
the Indian affairs fettled. If we confider thefe circumftances, and reflect 
that the inhabi~ants of our northern colonies have for many years been in 
the greateft want of frefh lands, petitioning in vain for them in their own 
fettlements, and therefore probably removed to the fouthern ones: If 
we likewife confider, that the above tables contain the export of only one 
port, whereas that of Winyaw, Port Royal, Cape Fear, &c. &c. is not 
inconfiderable. When we duly refleCt upon thefe points, I apprehend the 
reader will not think it the leaft exaggeration to ca1culate the increafe, to 
the year 1767, in the fame proportion as from 1748 to I 757. I cannot, 
upon the moft attentive refleCtion, fuppofe it fo little, for the reafons 
above-mentioned; but if it amounts to no more, the total was in 1767 
calculated from the low year 176I, 505,000/ .. a vaRproduce for a pro:"" 
~-vjnce which in I76r contained only 25,000 whites, and 39,000 blacks. 

As to North Carolina and Georgia, I have very few materials to calculate 
their export from; refpeCting the latter, indeed fcarce any: fuch, howe 
ever, as they are, I fhall proceed to infert them. 

Exported from all the ports of North Carolina in I753. 

Commodities. 
Tar, 
Pitch, 
Turpentine, 

61,528 barrels, 
I Q,o 55 ditto, 
IO,4Q9 ditto, 

Prices. 
[,. 0 5 0 barrel, 

o 6 5 ditto, 
o 7 I ditto, 

Carryover, 

Amount. 
£. I5,382 

4,178 
3,651 --

quantity ~f th.eir :ice fe.nt to the fouth of Cape Finif1:ere, and the export of lumber, &c. to the 
\Ve£t In~les.' It w.dJ plainly appear, that the above total is rather under than over the truth. 
And yet It 15- C~n?H. to remark how much per head this partial export amounts to of the 
whole colony, diVIded amongft 6'hOOO fouls (the number in 1761) j it makes 31 • .. p. 4d. each. 

Staves, 
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Commodities. 

Amount.
Brought over C. 23,211 

Prices. 
Staves, 76a,330 in n()~ 
Shingles" ~,50o,000 ditto, 
Lumber,. ~,000,64 7 feet, 
Corn, 61,,580 buihels" 
Peafe" 10,000 ditto, 
Pork and beef, 3,3-00 barrels, 
Tobacco, 100 hogiliead, 
Tanned leather." 1,,000 cwt .. 

£.4 5 8 per 1000,. 
o II S ditto, 
5 14 0 ditto, 
01 5 buihel" 
o I 5 ditto, 
1. 13 0 barrel, 
6 5 0 hogihead *, 

Q8 0 o,cwt .. 

Befides" fays my author f, 30,000 deer tkins, a very con
fiderable quantity of rice, bees wax, tallow, candles, bacon" 
lard, cotten; a vaft quantity of fquared' timber of walnut 
and cedar, and hoops and headings of all forts... Of late 
they raife indigo. They likewife export no inconfiderabte 
quantity of beaver, racoon, otter, fox, minx" and, wild. cats 
(kins" &c. &c. &c~ 

Now, as rice and indigo, I apprehend, are produced in~ 
greater: proportiOnal quantities in South Carolina than in this 
province, let us fet them, afide, and fuppofe the other articles 
to bear the fame proportion to thefe infelited, as they do to 
the fame artiCles in the export of Charles Town. 
Thefe articles in the export amount to' [.. 15,.855 
Thofe of which the quantity in North, Carolina is 

not fpecified, amount, in the Charles Town 
export, to - - - -- Q,TSO, 

Or near ajixth; which of 78.563, is 
Add, on account of rice, indigo, £Ilk, &c. being deduCled; 

all of which they raife; and likewife on account of their 
proportion of the above-fpecified articles neceffarily being 
much larger"as they are employed fo muchlefs upon rice" 

3,262 
1,'1-26' 

1I,4°() 
4,360 

7°8 
5,445 

750 

28,000, 

C. IOO,O,OQ .. 
/- \' 

There are many reaf6ns, which would be too tedious to mention, for
fuppofing this fum"much under the whole export of North Carolina in 
that year; but it is a misfortune that thefe capital inter efts of this nation! 

* For the price, fee Imparlana oj the Britijh Plantations, 173 I. The hogfhead" he fays, 
is 600 lb. at 2~ d. 

t European Settlements, vol. ii. p. 2.6o~ 
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are no better known. Such a fcarcity of authentic materials to compile fuch 
a work as this from, makes it too often- neceifary to haverecourfe to con ... 
jeCtpre. As to the increafe of th;s colony's exports iJnce 1753, I have no 
method of conjeCturing it, but by fuppoGng it the fame as in South Caro .. 
lina. I~et me remark, however, that from the accounts we have had in 
the public papers, copied from the American ones, fhere is great rea:fon 
to believe the increafe of this fettlement much more rapid than that of the 
other; for mention was particularly made of one ,diftriCt in which the 
inhabitants were increafed in a few years from fOlJrhundred to four thou ... 
fand, with an obfervation that many other parts of the colony were peo ... 
pling equally fafl:. Now, the increafe of South Carolina ,in ten years., 
from 1748 to 1757 inclufive, was that of doub1ing hel," export, and one
fourth over. According to this proportion, North Cardlina in 1767 
exported to the amount of . £. 287,000-
South Carolina in the fame year, - -. SOS,OOG 

...:.:u......._ 
Total exports' of the two Carolinas in 1767, -

, 

Suppofing the proportions of each artiCle of export the fame as 'before, 
from which they probably varied but little, or if they did, rather in favow:: 
of the ftaples~thanother artiCles; 

Lumber will then 'be 
Corn, live-fro:ck, . provifiollS, &c. 

Total export to Europe, -

£. 16,500 

52 ,800 

- .--
" -

As to 'Georgia, I have no minutes to lay before the rceader that have 
:any fatisfa6tory authenticity in them, or that I can confirm by comparifon 
with the preceding accounts; but if we confider the climate, and even 
fuperior advantages in fome refpetl:s which it enjoys over the Carolinas., 
and remember that a large 'part of it carries on the produtl:ion of raw 
filkin a very fpirited manner, even to its being the ftaple of Purifburg, 
we £halt readily "Conceive that colony to be of great importance, a~d tQ" 
,export ftaples to a ,confiderable amount. 

The Tobacco Colonies. 

The grand ftaple of thefe countries, Virginia and Maryland, is, I. tobac
'£0'; hefides which they export, 2. naval fiores, 3. lumber. 

TOOaCC{)4 
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Tobacco. 
" This plant, fays a modern writer I have often quoted *, is aboriginal 

in America, and of very ancien t ufe, though neither fa generally cultivated, 
nor [0 well manufactured, as it has been fince the coming of the Europeans. 
When at its juft height, it is as tall as an ordinary fized man; the ftalk ii 
firaight, hairy and clammy; the leaves alternate, of a faded yellowi.fh 
green, and towards the lower part of the plant of a great fize. The 
feeds of tobacco are firft [own in beds, from whence they are tranfplanted, 
the firft rainy weather, into a ground difpofed into little hillocks like an 
liop garden; In a month's time from their tranfplantation they become a 
foot high; they then top them, and prune off the lower leaves, and with 

. great attention clean them from weeds and worms twice a week: in about 
fix weeks after they attain to their full growth, and they begin then to 
turn brownifh. By thefe marks· they judge the tobacco to be ripe. They 
cut down the plants as faft as they ripen, heap them up, and let them. 
lie a night to fweat: the next day they carry them to the tobacco houfe, 
which is built to admit as much air as is confiftent with keeping out rain, 
where they are hung feparately to dry for four or five weeks: then they 
take them down in moift weather, for elfe they will crumble to duft. 
After this they are laid upon fricks, and covered up clofe to fweat for a 
week or two longer; the fervants ftrip and fort them, the top being the 
beft, the bottom the worfi tobacco; then they make them up in hogf
heads, or form them into rolls. Wet feafons muft be carefully laid hold. 
on for-all this work, elfe the tobacco will not be fufficiently pliable." 

There are a great variety of kinds, as difringuiihed by the planters 
when growing; fuch as long-green, thick-joint, brazil, lazy,fuoe-ftrings, 
&c. But all the tobacco in the country, when brought to the warehoufe, 
comes under one, of two denominations, viz. Aranokoe and Sweet-:fcented. 
The latter is diftinguiihed by its ftem and flavour, is moH valued, and 
grows in greatefi plenty in the lower parts of Virginia, viz. James river, 
and York river; and begins now to be planted alfo on Rapanhannock and 
the fouth fide of Potomack. The Aranokoe denominated by an Indian 
name, is generally planted upon Cheefepeak Bay, and the back fettlements 
on all the rivers t. It is thong and hot in the mouth, but fells very well 
in the markets of Holland, Germany, and the nO'rth t. 

The fale of this commodity in the colonies being very different from 
that of any other, I tha11 add a iliort iketch of the manner in which the 

"" European Settlements, vol. ~i. p. 213. Mr. PofiJethwayte is more diifufe, but not (0 dear. 
t M-air's Commerce ojtlJC 'Tobauo Colonies. See his Book Keeping Methqdiz.ed, p. 332 • 

:t: European Settlements, vol. ii, p. 2 I <j.. 
bufinefs 
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bufinefs is performed. Thel'care factors who have their confiant refidence 
in the colonies, and whofe fole profeffion is to do bufinefs for merchants 
as they are employed. Their commiffion is fiated at 10 per cent. on aU 
fales and returns, and to them {hips with {laves are generally configned. 
But though this be the cafe, yet the Britiib merchants who carryon the 
tobacco trade, find it their interefi: to employ factors or fupercargoes of 
their own, who go over to Virginia or Maryland, and ufually fettle for 
fome years in the country. Their wages are commonly by the year, with 
~bed, board, and neceifary charges, as their employers and they can agree. 
Thefe carry with them, and are fupplied from time to time by their em
ployers, with large quantities of all kinds of European and Indian goods, 
which they expofe to [ale in {hops or houfes, which, in the country, go 
,under the nam_e of flores. The merchants or fiore-keepers, generally [ell 
their goods on truft or time; and receive payment not in caib, but in 
tobacco, as the planters .can get it ready. Before a merchant open fiore 
in this retail way, it is his intereft to have it well provided with all forts 
of commodities proper for doathing and family ufe; and the greater 
-variety he has, the better; for wher.ever planters find they can be heft 
fuited and ferved, thither they commonly refort, and there difpofe of 
their tobacco. 

Thepurchafing of tobacco is now, by an infpeC1:ion-law, made eary 
znd fafeboth to the planter and merchant. This law took place in 
Virginia in the year 1730, but in Maryland not till 1748. The planter, 
by virtue of this, may go to any place and fell his tobacco, without 
.carryiq.g a fample of it along with him; and the merchant may buy 
·it though lying IOO miles, or at any diftance from his fiore, and yet 
be morally fnre both with refpett to quality and quantity. For this pur
pofe, upon all the rivers and bays of Virginia and Maryland, at the 
diflance of about I2 or 14 miles from one another, are erected warehoufes, 
to which all the tobacco in the country muft be brought, and there lodged, 
befor~ the planters can offer it to fale: and infpectors are appointed to 
examme all the tobacco brought in, receive fuch as is good and merchant
able, condemn and burn what appears damnified or infufficient. The 
.grearefi: part of the tobacco is put up, or prized into hogibeads, by the 
planters themfelves, before it is carried to the warehoufes. Each hogf
he~d, by act of affembly, muO: be ~50 lb. neat, or upwards: [orne of them 
,;elgh 14 cwt. nay even I8 cwt. and the heavier they are the merchants 
lIke them the better; becaufe 4 hogibeads, whatfoever their weight be, are 
efteemed a tun, and pay the fame freight *. The infpectors give notes of 

'* Mair, p. 333· &c . .from wh0m I .have tranfcribed this account of the fale of tobacco, has 
:fame other. cunous particulars too tedIOUS to infeft, but which are worthy of notice by all 
.concerne..d III the .tradeA 

receipt 
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receipt for the tobacco, and the merchants take them in payment for their 
goods, pailing current indeed over the whole colonies: a moil: admirable 
invention, which operates fo greatly, that in Virginia they have no paper 
currency. 

Before I quit this article I i110uld remark, that tobacco being a moA: 
luxuriant rank vegetable, requires a rich deep foil: none exceeds frefh 
wood lands; but it is agreed on all hands, that it [oon exhaufts the foil 
of its fertility, and cannot be raifed to profit ori a poor one: hence the 
neceffityof the planters fpreading themfelves over a vaft traCt of country, 
to have plenty of frefh foil for their ftaple, and to maintain large herds 
of cattle, for the making of dung to manure thofe fields, whofe vigor is 
exhaufted. It is this neceffiry of enjoying great quantities of l<\nd, that 
has reduced their profit on tobacco of late years much under what it 
formerly was, infomuch that we are told by a modern writer, who certainly 
had the means of good information, that their fields do not produce a third 
part, acre for acre, of what they u[ed to do. That formerly they made 
3 and 4 hogfheads a iliare, that is for every labourer, where they cannot 
now make one *. If this is the cafe, there is a great decline indeed; for 
tobacco being worth to the planters about 5 I. per hogfhead i', one per 
head will by no means pay the charges of cultivation, confequently there 
mufi be other more profitable articles planted, or the cultivator be ruined. 
I but touch upon this point of their decline at prefent, that the reader 
may not be furprifed at finding their export lefs in proportion to their 
numbers, than that of the colonies already treated of. \Vhen I come to 
fpeak of the deJefl s in our colonies, I iliall enter more particularly into it. 

Naval Stores. 

Thefe, befides the articles of pitch, tar, turpentine, &c. (the manufac
ture of which is exactly the fame as in the [outhern colonies) confift of 
hemp, flax, and iron; but as I can no where' meet with any fpecified 
quantities, they being mentioned only in general as articles of produce, and 
as it appears that our colonies in general do not produce near enough for 
their own confumption, (of which more hereafter) I i11all not enter into a 
particular enquiry upon theft~ heads in this place; but refer them to the 
chapter of the defects of our colonies, as matters of infinite confequence, 
hitherto not purfued with that vigor fo requifite to the publick good, where 
I i11all inquire into the ftate and expediency of their production for ex
pOl-tation. 

-:f Pnfint State, p. 140. t Mair, p. 332. 

T t LImber. 
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Lumber. 

Thefe colonies have, in common with all the reft, a. trade to the Well: 
Indies in planks, boards, ftaves, hogilieads, &c. &c. Tobacco employing. 
them in the fummer, it is to be fuppofed of courfe (though no author I 
have met with gives a detail of their management) that they keep their 
naves in winter at fawing lumber, in the fame manner as the planters in 
the foutherncolonies. 

. \ 

I proceed now to the quantity of their exports-that is of their tobacco; 
for, as to the two laft articles, I can find no minutes of them; and authors 
are not agreed in the former. Mr. Poftlethwayte makes it 66,000 hogf
heads *. Mr. Mair, ~o,ooo t. Another writer alfo, 80,000 t. A fourth, 
65,000§. A fifth, 62,0001/. A fixth, 45,ooo~. A feventh, 90,000** .. 
The general medium of thefe is 69,700, which I ihall call 70,000 hogf
heads. The value is calculated at 5 I. per hogiliead tt, confequently the 
amount of the grand fiaple is' 350,000 I. A collateral authority, which. 
greatly authenticates this medium, is the amount of the Britiih imports. 
from thefe two colonies in the year 176 I, which was in value 357,2281. =1::1: 
and is likewife a proof, that their exportation to Britain, exclufive of to
bacco, is extremely trifling; for although it may not be precifely neither 
more nor lefs than about 7000 I. yet the coincidence of the above to tals is a, 
fhong prefumption that the variation is not confiderable. As to the pro
portion between this export of tobacco and the number of the people: The' 
latter according to the authoJ of the Prefent State §§ is 800,000; but then; 
as he makes the total of ourfettlements 3,000,000, and there appeared from 
feveral other accounts reafon to calculate them at no more than 2,200,000" 
I {hall adopt nothing more than his proportion, which is affigning the to
bacco colonies better than one third. of the total, which of 2,200,000 is 
730,000 ; call it therefore 750,000 fouls, and there is no great danger of 
exceeding on either fide: 350,000 I. divided amongft the number, is 9 s. 

·4d. each. If we take the 357,000 t. it will amount to no more than. 
9 s. 6 d. 

* Diaionary, 1766, Art. robacc~. t Book-Keeping, 1757,; p. 332.. 
t European Settltments, 1758, vol. ii. p. 216. 
§ Mr. Heathcote's Letter, 1762, p. 2f. 
U Al1derfol1's DeduClion, 1748, vol. ii. p. 387. quoted~ 

~ Ibid. 40,000,000 lb. which at 900, is about 45,000. 

h Pre/ent State, 1767, p. 177. tt Mair, p. 332 • 

tt Examination of the Commenial Principles, J 762, p, 66. 
§§ P. lib. 

Thefe 



SECT. II. COL 0 N I E S. 

Thefe circumfiances call for fome obfervations which ought to be very 
material. It evidently appears that the produce of thefe colonies exported 
to Britain, and which includes their grand flaple tobacco, is by no means 
fllfficient to find them in even neceifary manufactures. It is true their 
export to the Weft Indies and elfew here is not included; but then if we 
confider, that thefe colonies have been fettled longer than any on the con
tinent, confcquently lumber and naval flores mufl have decreafed pro
portionably, and that tobacco takes up (to ufe an expreffion of divers 
authors who have written concerning them) all their time and attention; 
if we reflect on thefe points we iliall be fenfible, that their export of thofe 
ftaples cannot, in proportion to the total, or to their numbers of people, 
be near fo confiderable as in Carolina; and yet there naval flores are but 
1:'46 and lumber 1-48 of their export; and that in a fituation fo much 
nearer to the Weft Indies, and confequently the freight fo much lighter. 
Indeed Virginia and Maryland are fo populous, and their plantations of 
tobacco fo extended, that it is impoffible their export of thefe articles can 
nearly equal that of Carolina; for on the leaft removal of the fettlers to 
clear lands not fituated alfolutely upon the rivers, inflead of converting the 
timber to thofe purpofes, it is well known, they burn it all, as the cheap eft 
method of getting rid of it: from whence it neceifarily refults, that the 
more populous the country grows, when once the banks of the great rivers 
are cleared, the le[" proportionate quantity of thefe articles is exported. 
But notwithfl:anding all this, let us fuppofe thefe exports to bear the fame 
proportion as in Carolina. 

Suadry exports to Britain, 
Naval Stores, 1-46 
Lumber, 1-43 - -

This amount is but 9 s. 6 ~ d. per head; and if it could be firained even 
yet further, we ihould find the divifion would leave but a trifle to each 
perfon. In the \VeO: India iilands the exported fiaples amounted to 8 I. 
I Q of. 1 d. per head, and thofe of Carolina, 51. lOS.; which, confidering 
they include men, women, and children, are great fums, and highly fuf
ficient for the purchafe of all neceifaries. Does not this fufficiently prove, 
if we had no other authority, that thefe colonies have either fome other . 
exports befides thofe of ftaple commodities, or poffefs manufactures of 

Ttz ili~ 
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their own, nearly to the amount of their confumption? In my review of 
the agriculture of the colonies, it appeared that thefe fettlements were 
getting into the bufinefs of common farming; much of their land being 
worn out with tobacco; and that they even exported large quantities of 
corn: 50 or 60 {hip loads were mentioned by the author of The Prefent 
State, as the export of one year. But neither that quantity, nor any other 
which it is probable they can have exported reg'ular6/) (confidering that 
corn and provifions are exported by all of them in fome degree, the fugar 
iflands alone excepted) would be fufficient to yield the inhabitants imported 
manufactures; confequently we muft fuppofe their own to be more con
fiderable than has hitherto appeared in any of our publick accounts. Vir
ginia's exporting fome linen to Carolina was a fufpicious circumfl:ance, 
as exporting a commodity generally implies a previous fatisfaCtion' of 
the home confumption; but yet, as the general idea was contrary, the 
faa was not then fo much infified upon as the above fiate of their ex
ported flaples gives reafon at prefent to imagine it ought to be. As to 
their exportation of corn, it is indeed fomewhat better for Britain thall 
manufacturing to the fame amount, and not greatly, for her own fiaple 
is corn, the production of which for exportation in the colonies, is only 
rivalling herfelf, and at the fame time employs thofe people who ought to 
be raifing thofe commodities which Britain purchafes of foreigners, or 
could fell to them. But as the confequences of this fiate of the tobacco 
colonies will be further treated of when I come to fpeak of the defeas of 
the colonies, I infert here little more than a narrative of the facts. 

The Northern Colonies. 

Under this title I comprehend Penfylvania, New-York, New Jerfey, 
New England, Nova Scotia, and Canada. As to their fiaples, they confift 
of lumber,. naval ftores, lliip-building, pot-allies> iron, and copper; or, in 
ether words, they have none but what are fecondary ones to the colonies, 
to the [outh .of them; all of which enjoy fome particular article of culti
vation, which employs their people during the fum mer months, and 
leaves them the winter to attend to thefe matters, which to the northward 
are all they have. And confequently the bulk of the inhabitants are no
thing more than common farmers, cultivating the nece1farics of life. It 
is however a very great misfortune, that we have not as accurate accounts; 
pubTiiliecl bf the particul~r exportations of thefe provinces as the worthy 
governor .of South Caro11l1a has furnillied of his. VT e ihould then be 
able. t~ ?ctermine wi th the utm~~ exactnefs their flate in refpect of fiaple 
productlOns. As to the quantlues, of the above exported, I cannot find 

any 
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any accounts which are the leaft fatisfaClory ; but the following {ketch of 
their total export to Britain is of importance. 

In 1761, New England exported thither 
. New-York, 
Penfylvania, 
N ova Scotia, 
Canada, 

In this account New Jerfey is omitted, but I add .;. 
of New-York for it, that being the proportion of 
their inhabitants, 

[.25,985 
21,684 
22,40 4 

IS 
- 14,01 5 

Now the inhabitants of the continental colonies having been found to 
amount to about 2,200,000 fouls, and thofe of the tobacco ones to 750,000 ; 
and South Carolina in 17 S7having 60,000, and her produce beingS36,000 I. 
fuppofing her people increafed in proportion with her produce, and the 
fame in North Carolina, thefe two provinces in 1767 contained ·129,000 

people; and that no objections may lie againft the number left for the 
northern colonies, I :Chall fuppofe Georgia to make this number up 
15°,000. The total of thefe will be 9°0,000, confequently there remains 
J ,100,000 for the northern ones. I am fenfible that this calculation is 
partly founded upon fuppofition ; but the variation from the truth I am 
confident is not very great, and that rather to the leffening than increaf
ing the inhabitants of the northern colonies. The fpecified exports, divided 
among I, I 00,000 people, amounts to I s. 9 d. each. 

The reader will not, of courfe, be fo much furprifed at the trifling amount 
of this export relative to the general neceffities of a people, as he doubtlefg 
recollects the number and extent of the manufaCtures of the principal of 
thefe provinces: the exifl:ence of which would be as much proved (were 
proofs wanting) by the deficiency of fiaples, as by the moft authentic 
catalogue of every fabrick in them. It is true they export much lumber" 
&c. to the Weft Indies, and perhaps fame {hips are built for Europe, not 
included in the above export. Suppofing thefe articles very confiderable, 
even more fa than they can poHjbly be, yet the addition per head from them 
will fcarcely amount to any thing worth adding; for the three principal of 

.. Examination of the Cotll'ncrcial Principles, p. 49' 66. 
thC1il 
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them are fo well peopled and extenfive that their lumber muft be much 
decrea[ed, of which there cannot be a firong~r proof than the neceffity 
more than one of their towns are under of being fuppliedeven with fire
'lJuood :fmrn a diHance by fea; which is a circumftance that totally precludes 
from their neighbourhood all ideas of lumber, If we call fhe divifion. 
2 s, 6 d. a head, I am confident thefe CJ.rticks will be much more than al ... 
lowed for. 

But they have a frJurce of wealth more confiderable than any hitherto men .. 
tioned; not aflaple, indeed, and therefore belongs not to this feClion, but 
I muft not omit fpeaking of it even here; it is their trade, including their 
fiilieries. It is well known that the people of Penfylvania, New-Yotk, 
:and New England, particularly the latter, and Nova Scotia, in a Iefs degree, 
carryon a vafl: fifhery, which proves the foundation of that great trade 
carried on from Boilon, New-York, and Philadelphia. The inhabitants 
of the firft have been called the Carriers, the Dutch of America. This 
trade (of which more hereafter) muft add a little to the above export, 
and but a little; and even that little mufl: confifi: chiefly of commodities 
belonging to other colonies, and which of courfe ought to be charged to 
their account. Trade and fifheries may give thefe people money, but no 
flaples; and let me add that the latte'r, in the poifeffion of colonifts, are of 
ten times the importance to a mother-country of the former. Money 
is the refnlt of trade, which ought all to be at home: fta.ples, the prod\lCl 
of lands, mnft be exchanged for manufactures. A trading city like Bofton 
may have wealth poured in from every quarter, and yet the inhabitants 
of the country be totally cloathed with their own manufactures: but the 
very production of ftaples is a proof that they are more profitable than 
manufactures - The fact is a proof of this: thofe colonies which are the 
richefi are not therefore the mof!: valuable; the preceding review ihews 
that to depend upon ftaple productions. 

It appears upon the whole, that the ftaple productions of our colonies 
oecreafe in value in proportion to their difiance from the fun, In the 
Wef!: Indies, which are the hottefl: of all, they make to the amount of 8 t. 
12 s. I d. per head. In the [outhern continental ones, to the amount of 
st. 10 s. In the central ones, to the amount of 9 s. 6 ~ d. In the northern 
[ettlenl~nts, to that.of 2 s. ?~, ,This fcale furely fuggefl:s a lllcdt import
ant leHon-to aVOld colol1lzl11g 111 northern latitudes! Eigh::e::n pounds, 
the export of Nova Scotia, after feveral years fettlement, after tl-:e utmofl: 
attention from the government, after a million fierling of the publick 
money being expended upon it, is an exam 1)le one would think fuf
ficient to deter the boldefl: projeCcor! But if Jour colonies to the north 

3 produce 
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produce fuch trifling ftaples, thofe to the fouth, on the contrary, are im
menfely valuable-indeed of fuch infinite importance to this nation, 
that general exprejJions of the benefit of our fettlements ihould never be 
idulged ; let provitoes 'ever come of -

Thofe to the South. 

We have found in the preceding enquiries into the manufaCtures and 
ftaples of our colonies, that thofe which moft abound with the former 
ha ve the feweft of the latter: and this is a neceffary confequence, for 
nothing but fuch produCts as bear a large price in Europe will yield a 
return from thence of the neceffary manufaC'cures, and much Iefs of fu
perfluous ones. But if a colony is fituated in a climate which denies fuch 
produCtions, or from a want of due attention in the mother-country they 
are not improved or fuffered to decline, does it therefore follow, that the 
inhabitants of fuch province are to go without cloaths, fU'rniture and 
tools? By no means; wherever there are people they will moil: affuredly 
enjoy thofe neceffaries: if they raife nothing from their foil which will 
purchafe them in exchange, they will certainly make them themfelves. 
And if they are a populous flouriihing people, they will find very little 
difficulty in the attempt. Indeed, it is not properly fpeaking an attempt, 
but the regular courfe of things; a concatenation of caufes and effects 
which take place imperceptibly. And in proportion as they grow more 
and more populous, their manufaCtures will increafe beyond tbe proportz"on 
of the people, until they come to 'Work for exportation. It.is ever to be 
remarked, that a people cannot FULL Y fupply themfelves with any com
modity, withon more than doing it-fome exportation muft take place, 
or the home confumption will not be regularly fatisfied. 

It likewife appears from the preceding ilieets, contrary to the ideas of 
feveral modern writers, that it is very pollible for cultivation alone to 
fupply a people with all the neceifaries of life, without any ailifiance 
from trade or manufa[fures; and that under the difadvantage of exporting. 
the raw material, and importing the manufacture by a long and expen~
five voyage, under the fubjeClion of duties, and confequently under com
plicated charges. The inhabitants of the Well India iilands and the fouthern 
continental colonies vv-ear not a rag of their own manufacturing; drive 
not a nail of their own forging; eat not out of a platter or a cup of 
their own making; nay, the former produce not even bread to eat; and 
if that W:lS the cafe with all the reH:, provided Britain could regularly 
fu pply their deficiency, (which under a cert;:lil1 fyfiem of policy ihe un
doubtedly might) it would be fo much th¢ better for her-f,J cnti i r:ly do 
thefe colonies depend upon the mother-country for all man 1.lf;;,,'J:u.res ~ 
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and all from poiTeffing beneficial :I.laples. Of fuch vail: confequence is 
it to the country, to plant new colonies or extend our old ones, only in 
climates which will allow of fuch capital advantages! 

Tobacco, in this preceding fcale, does not appear of any thing like the 
confequence of the other Haples; but this rcfults only from the vafl: 
increafe of the number of people employed in it. Not many years ago, 
thofe colonies moll undoubtedly had no manufaCtures, nor did they want 
them; but when their fields were worn out, and their people doubly and 
trebly increafed, they could not raife that proportion per head which was 
requifite for purchafing neceffaries; for infiead of their fraple increafing 
like their numbers, it is well known to have been at a frand for many 
years. Thus the deficiency fo apparent in the export of thefe colonies, 
is merely owing to the increafe of population in them not being attended 
with an increafe of profitable land. T~is mufl: be the cafe, for as they 
make better and cheaper tobacco there than the European plantations can, 
they would certainly have increafed their cu1 ture with their numbers had 
properlands been plentifuL Hence came their fpreading themfelves into 
the territories claimed by the French, and occafioning thereby the late war, 
which they would never have done could they have procured land nearer 
the fea: from thefe circumftances we may conclude, that tobacco is a 
proper ftaple far a Britiili colony, how Dight a figure [oever it may make 
in the export per head af thefe colonies. Indeed, there can be no doubt af 
its being a better ftaple than rice; becau[e, in the firfr place, it will bear a 
confiderable duty, and in the next, rice is but another name for corn, 
which in certain circumflances, and in a certain extent, might interfere 
with the ftaple of Britain, though there appears not the leaft profpeCt of 
this at prefent.-I :fhould extend thefe refieClions, were it not far an 
opportunity to add more general remarks» when I attempt to flate the 
benefits re[ulting from our colonies. 

SEC To III. 

Of tbe Benefits rrfulting to Britain from tbeir Settlemmt. 

T HE advantages which this nation reaps from the planting of colonies, 
are of fuch a diffufed and extenfive nature, thatit is impoffible, with 

any tolerable clearnefs, to fum them up under one general head; for 
which reafon 1 :fhall divide them into three) and confider th·::m reipec
tively to be 

1. Wealth, 
2. Power, and 
3. Population. 

The 
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The Wealth refulting from colonies ought certainly to arife from th.·~ 
.cultivarlion of fiaple commodities; that is from the production of thor~ 
articles which a mother-country mufi: purchafe of foreigners, if her own 
fettlements did not yield them; or of fuch as the can fell to them. The 
difference between purchafing a commodity of a foreign country, or of 
11. colony, is immenfe: in the fidl: cafe, it is paid for probably with calli ; 
but in the latter, manufaC1:ures are exchanged for it j that is, the labour of 
8ur poor, who otherwife might be idle, and confequently a dead weight 
upon the community. What a prodigious difference there is between pay
ing to the French a million fierling for fugars, ·or exchanging a million's 
worth of our manufaB:ures for the fame commodity with our own c010-
nifts; for not only the mere amount of the fugar is faved, but likewife all 
the prqfits upon the cultivation, &c. &c. which afterwards comes home in 
a frefh and accumulated demand for more labour. 

But the cafe is very different, if the wealth arifes differently: A colony 
may be extremely fiourithing and rich from an extended commerce and 
profitable fifheries : her riches thus acquired add fo much, it is true, to the 
general national fiock, but then the fame addition might, and probably 
would have been made, had no fuch colony exified; the only variation 
is, that the mother-country would have enjoyed it inftead of the colony. 
Such acquired wealth is nothing more than a clivifion of it. Such colonifis 
never did nor ever can fend home any fuch commodity as will pay 
for manufactures; for had fuch exified, they would never have turned 
fifhermen and merchants.-From this fiate of the quefiion, refults the 
proper method of examining the wealth accruing to Britain from her 
colonies, which can only be in proportion to the amount of their exported 
'fiapleso . 

The amount of the Weft India exports appear to be £. 2,702,060 

Thofe of the fouthern continental colonies to Europe *, 722,7°° 
Thofe of the tobacco colonies, - 357,228 
Thofe of the northern fettlements, - 98,562 

Total exported fiaples, £. 3,880,550 

That 

* Here I fuould remark, that I have charged the whole Weft India export both to Europe 
and North America, but left out all the exports from North America to the Weft. Indies, 
and for this reafon : had the latter been inferted, the amount in this general view, which refpeBs 
Britain alone, it would have been charged twice; for the mother-country cannot export ma
nufaaures, upon the whole, to the amol1nt of the exchange between thore refpeBive colonies, 
but only to the amount of thofe fia,ples, which either are exported to Europe, or might b.~. 

U U . fuch 
o 
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That is, the iflands, 
The continent, 

_. 
ESSAY V~ 

2,702,060 

1,178,49°, 

Upon the latter fum, I fuould remark that the author. of the Prifent State 
p. 2,79, &c. offers more reafons than one for fuppofing the truth pretty welL 
preferved; as will appear by the following paffage. "To form a right judg
ment concerning the ftate of the colonies, we fuould in the firft place con
fider the produce of their agriculture in enumerated commodities; which" 
with all their other produCts fent to Britain, are well known, both from the' 
accounts of the cuftom-houfe, merchants, and planters; all which have 
been carefully examined for many years paft; and from thefe it appears,. 
that the value of all their enumerated commodities is but 767,000 t. per 
annum: even the higheft computation. does not bring it to 800,000 I. 
meaning in net proceeds to the planters. Their value has indeed always 
been computed at 600,000 I. till within thefe few years. paft; but 
everyone who is acquainted with the colonies may fee, that their 
enumerated commodities are the chief part of their produce: every thing 
they make indeed is for remittances to Britain, in order to purchafe their 
neceffaries, and to pay their debts; whence we may be very certain, that 
their non ... enumerated commodities. fold in other countries· are not equal 
in value to the enumerated which are fent to Britain. Accordingly, 
the firft are computed at 700,000 I. a year at moft; and, if we were to 
enter into particulars, no one could well make them amount to that fum., 
Thus the produce of all the colonies in North America amounts at moft to 
I ,soo,oeo I. above what they confume among themfelves. "-Now, if the 
reader adds to the above 1,178,490/. their export to the Weft Indies, &c. 
he will not find it far iliort of 1,300,000 I. and this authoI'obferves a little· 
further, that it cannot exceed 1,400,000 I. So that we may fafely conclude 
the variation from truth in the above account, if any, is but trifling. 

fuch as all Weft Indi;!n produas. Jamaica, we will fuppore, fends to New England 100,0001. 
in fugar and rum, and receives in return lumber and food to the amount of not above 20,000 I. 
How is the deficiency to be made up? certainly by manufaCtures; whether imported firft 
from Britain, or made there" it is not to the prefent purpofe to enquire. Let thefe proportions be 
varied in whatever m-;'lnner they may, there will yet be a vaft balance due from North Ame
rica to the Weft Indies, if only the produCt of the foil is reckoned. And from hence refuIts 
the proof, that all the exports of the iflands muft be inferted in the above ftate as they 
~' herever fent, ar~ evidently the me.ans o! fuch a demand fubfifting for Britilh man~faCtures ~. 
\llIt, at the fam~ time, that proportIOn. o( North American exports, which is balanced by im
ports from the lfiands, fhould not be reckoned, as the amount would then in the total be 
{;harged twice; and efpeciall y as they could not ~e t~anfported to Britain in exchange (or 
manufatl:ures, ,were they not fent to the tfiands-whlch IS the very contrary with the products. 
of the I,atter, though n?t demanded ,by the contin~nt: If the 30,000 hogfheads of fugar con
fumed In North Amenca were not In demand, Bntam would pUl"chafe them with manufac
tures, ::l,d re·export them to other European nations, receiving calh in return. 

o Let 
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Let us in the next place inquire how this amount coincides with the 
e:~portation of ,Britiili commodities to the colonies: And firft, 'i.vith the 
~W eft Indies. 

By the cufiom-houfe accounts, the exportations from 
Britain thither in the year I7s8 *were £,.8n',S7I 

"To this fum we mua add the amount of the negroes 
imported, as they are purchafed with Britiih manu-. " 
factures: they amount in the iflands to 15,000 annu-
.:ally t, and coft the planters. 30 I. teach, 450,000 

Total 

Their exported f1aples, .. 
Their imports from Britain, 

.Difference, 

~----. -

------
2,7°Q,060 
IdQ7,S7 1 
-----

£. I,S74,48() 

For this prodigious deficiency we muO: turn our eyes to the continent, 
{ince no otherwife can it be any thing near balanced; premifing firft, 
that a confiderable fum ihould be deducted from it on account of the re
fidence of vVeft Indians in Britain, who fpend large eftates there. If this. 
amounts to 174,489/. it is a vafl: fum; I do not mean to ftate it precifely, 
'or to liniit it to that fum, but am only forming a fuppofition, for the fake 
of carrying on the account in a clearer manner. Suppofing this, there will 
then remain 1,200,000 t. to be accounted for.· Let us now turn to the con
tinental colonies. 

By the cuftom-houfe accounts, from the year 1756 to 
1764 inclufive, the exportations thither from Britain 
were at a medium ~ .. l. ~,o33,S7I 

7<>00 Negroes, at 30/-0 - ... ,. 210,000 

Export of naples to Europe, 

Deficiency of fiaples, ... 

., -
,. 

£. 2,243,S7 i 
.... .. 1,178,490 

I,06s,08r 

t:'1 Commercial Principles, p. 27; t EUrDPClfZ Settlements, vol. ii. p. 124. 129. 

:): I am fenfible that 30/. of manufaClures are not exported for every negroe; but, as I am 
ftating the general account of the colonies' di!burfements, it is necelTary to infert the price ou t 
.4)f the iliip. The article of freight however, which is a part of it, is infinitely valuable. 

~ Prefint Stat( if Great Britain and North .I1merica,p. 280. 
UU2 ' It 
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It is extremely plain from this double account, that the excefs of 
fiaples in the firft, muit remedy, in fame meafure at leafi, the deficiency of 
them in the fecond. In the preceding pages it appeared, that a coniider
able part of the Weft Indian fiaples were exported to North America, to 
the amount even of 920,000 I. As it is well known they pay the furplus 
of their calli to Britain, they can make good this fum by no means hitherto 
mentioned, but by the exchange of lumber and proviiions, which are 
both infinitely too trivial to balance fueh an account.-Nothing therefore 
remains (not to (peak at prefent of their own manufaClures) but their
trade in a part of thofe they receive from Britain. In iliort, nothing can 
be clearer, than the certainty of the northern colonies making good fo vaft 
'a demand upon them from the iilands, by re-exporting to them a large 
iliare of the manufaCtures they take from Britain, and for the coryumptiOlt 
of which they have hitherto had the credit. 

It may be faid, how can it anfwer to them to export' our manufaClure9 
under {nch an accumulated charge? But the fame query is equally appli
cable to all re-exportations from our continental colonies, and yetwe know, 
by authentic papers, that fuch a re-exportation is carried on by them all : 
even South Carolina, which has fuch a very trifling fhare of commerce, 
re-exports many Britiili manufaCtures, as may be [een in the lifts inferted 
in the DeJcription I have fo often quoted. Thefe faCts overrule all argu
mentative reafoning ; their caufe muff be referred to the courfes of trade; 
to occaiional cheapnefs of freight, and many unknown circumffances, 
which may make fucn re,-exportation anfwer as well in many cafes to the 
re-exporter as to the original exporter. 

But if we confider, tnat a vaft portion of the manufaClures exported 
from Britain to North America go to the northern colonies, viz. thofe of 
Penfylvania, New England, &c. whofe exported fl:aples are fo very trifling" 
it naturally occurs to us, how they are paid for. Thus the fiaple export 

, of Peafylvania is 22,4041. and yet her importations from Britain were 
201,666/. in the year 1752 t. But let it not be imagined, that becaufe 
fhe i/~ported, !h~ t~erefore c~1fIi:tmed them. The opulent and trading city 
of PhlladelphIa IS III that pru'vmce, from whence no doubt a coniiderable 
:!hare of fuch imports were re-exported; and it is beyond all doubt the 
fame with the cities Qf Bofton and New Yark. 

, Here it may :poHlbly be objeB:,e-d, that. t~e northern colonies are greatly 
.l~ debt to Bntam, and the exceis of theIr Imports [0 accounted for. But; 

t Cummmial Principles, P',98, . 
All 
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in anfwer to this "(Ne {bould remember, in the firft place, that tlieplea of 
thefe debts has gmerally -been fuppofed to be much exaggerated. The 
people'whovve:n:: the loud eft in proclaiming them weJe mof!: undoubtedly 
much intereHed in the argument they urged; confequently fo much credit 
fhouldnot be given them as in-other cafes. In the next place, the accounts' 
af thefe debts which have been laid before the publick are extremely 
·contradictory. I know but one author of any note that has examined them, 
and he exhibits an -account which cannot be fupported. He fays, 'that the' 
colonies owe to Britain the fum of 5,000,000 I. * and yet but five pa~eg' 
before he flates" the annual balance a:gainft them at abe)ve a" million,. 
without adding that they paid off any part of that balance: if they did j 
not,. their debt inp:ead of five muft be nearer fifty millions; which ihews' 
that theJ' certainly did difchargealarge part of it : iffo, what pa·rt of it r 
This is a fecret: all that tranfpires is an affertian of their being in debll 
5,000,000 I. which is nothing more than one affertion ta fupport another, 
with proof for neither.---H~wever, fuppofing the debt"S,ooo,ooo Land 
the balance fo very regular as this writer reprefents it, that fum muftbe 

" many years in accumulating to fuch an amount. ~ere, If they were not 
in debt 60, So, 40, 30 years ago? And how much? All the ideas- of: 
the trade that can be gathered from this author are totally confifrent with; 
fuch a regular debt; and another t, who wrote feveral years ago, and. 
whore materials are 20 or 30 years old, fays it exp,refsly of the people 
of Virginia, who have a Jrapfe ; whereas' the northern colonies h'ave none. 
From .which circumf!:ances we may· conclude, that this debt,.if fa large, is 
of very lonK ftanding, and hasbeenincreafed very gradually. 

Of tIie 920,000 I. imported 'into North America from the Wands, him-· 
15er and provifions can pay but a fmall fhare, fince a confiderabl€ quantity' 
of the latter goes from the ·m,other..:country. If 145,08 I I. is fuppofed to dif.,. . 
charge it, it is a very large allowance; there will then, upon the whole 
account, remain 1,200,000 I. p_aid by the northern colonies in the map .... ner' 
above;;.mention~d. . 

Now, as the total' of exports from tne motner-country is in both' flates:. 
brought to account, the balance muft be ftruck. among ,themfelves; that, 
is, mofi undoubtedly, mufi be anfwered by the northern colonjes: or iIi : 
,other words, the amount of their dealings with the inands rifes to '. 
1,200,000 I. Lumber and provifions, as I faro before,; will by no means· 
an.fwer fuch arum; it m.ufitherefore undoubtedly he made up by export
ing manufaCtures, thither, and by their trade andfiJberie.r, all which are well . 
known to· be- very confiderable; and in truth fo they had need, to pa)L' 

t EuropalU Settlements, vol. ii. 



33'} POL IT 1 C A LE S SAY S. P.SSA·Y V .. 

filch a balance, and leave [ufficient profits to render the northern colonies 
[l1cil fiouriihing commerdal fia~es. In whatever manner the point is COll

Gdered, .it will be mor~ ana more evident, that this is the only way of 
accounting for the difference between the ex;ported manufaCtulles ofEri ... 
tain and the exported fiaples of the fugar i:flfl,nds, the fouthern-contineno.l 
tal, and the tobacco colonies. -

I have entered into this particuhr examination. of who are the con-l 
/wners if exported matzz~la[fltres, tl~at [orne ·determinate knowledge .might 
be gained of the value of our refpetl:ivecolollies; and the.refult is very 
,clearly as foHows: . , 

The produce of Weft Indian ex·ported 'ftaplea, 
,;Expended by abfentees in Britain, -

!Con(umptiol1 of manufactures, &c. in the Weft Indies:,. 
Lumber and provillous from North America, _ . 

"Weft Indi::n confumptionof Britiih manufactures, 

:Exportation to all America,a~d of Britiih co~modities, 
eluding negroes, 

~Dedua: the Weft Indian con[umption,-

£ . .!Z·~702,06o 
174,489 
--
2,5 2 7,57'1 

145,08 [ 
--
--. ---...-. , ' In-

3,57 1,36$ 
2.,382,49° --

(Remai;ning Britifh manufaClures for North America, J,I-88,8; 5 
lEx ported ftaples of .the fouthern-continenta'I, and .tobacco 

wlonies, - - - 1:,079,928 

'Remains for all the northerllcolonies~ 
Their eKportto Britain, -

--
1:08,947 
'98,S62 --

!Balance" - - '--,con[umption 0f Britifh m<J~trufaaures in the Weft Indiest . 

tExport of ditto there, £. 877,57 1 
Negroes, 450 ,QOO 

. ---"The vVeil Indies are therefore fuppl.iedby ·Nor.fu America 
with manufactures to the amount of _ 

if to.this we add .the lumber, &c. - r,054,9 1 , 

145,081 
----

The total is the amo~nt, asbefo.~e, of the dealings between 
l1:11e northern colomes and th<:!lilallds,,' ~ _ I,.~0@)OO() 

.7 
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By this' account we find, in the firfi place, that the debt of the continent 
does not exceed' 10,38 S1. per annum and confequently utterly impro
bable ever to have amounted by trade to any thing like 5,000,000 I. In 
the next it is eq~ally apparent, that the northern colonies manufacture 
to an immenfe amount: if the balance between them and the Weft Indies 
is not paid in manufatl:ures totally, it mufi in a good part, and the remain
der be fupplied by trade, jijheries, &c. that is by every thing but what it 
ought to be, viz. fiaples.--But it is here neceffary to remark further, 
that in the accounts of Weft India produce, nothing is inferted but com
modities raifed there; whereas it is well known they procure vaft quanti~ 
ties of bullion by their intercourfe with the Spaniih colonies, which 
accounts for what they annually fend over to Britain. This ought all to . 
be added in the preceding account to their fiaples. The amount is 
unknown; but doubtlefs it would more than take all the remainder of Bri- . 
riih exports, after balancing the account with the iilands, the fouthern-con~ . 
tinental, and the tobacco colonies; that is, leave no export to the northern' 
ones. From aU' which circumftances it is yet more evident that the' 
northern·coloniescannot confume-many, if any, Britifh manufactures. 

But here it willi doubtlefs j be faid, How is tbat poffible, when the pro.." 
grefs of manufactures from the workman in Britain to ,the very confumer' 
inthefe colonies: is aClu.ally traced every day ?-: -To this 1 anfwer, That 
their confumption of fame of our manufactures and Eafi India goods; 
(which they cannot make at home) is undoubted; but when I afferted, 
that they confumed none, or very few, of our manufactures,. J plainly' 
meant, that after the Britifh export had fatisfied the demands which we . 
know mzifl exifi, becaufe the goods are paid for, there will be nothing 
remaining for-thefe northern colonies.---Their real confumption is pal
pably accounted for thus: inftead of re-exporting the whole of their 
import, they keep at home fufficient for theirufe, and export of their 
own fabricks an equal amount~ There is nothing difficult to be com--' 
prehended in this, fince the operation is very fimple, and there are a:. 
thoufand reafbns for determining the fact to be fuch. 

To extend thefe reflections fomewhat further, let us inquire what is the '. 
probable confumption of manufactures by a given number of people in , 
America. Upon,this point .the author of.the Prifent State vlritesas fol- -
lows: "To fupply the coloni€s with neceJ1aries from B;itain, not to men- -
tion many other articles, would require at leafi 3/. a head, as appears from. 
many particular efiimates *.'~ But as we know the export to America, 

!J;;on tain~ . 
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contains a van: quantity ofjupel/luities, we may be certain their confu'lp~ 
tion much exceeds that {tun. Indeed thae is no poffibility that it fhou!d 
be [ufficlcnt for cloaths, furniture, utenfils, tools, and a long train of et 
ceteras, which all civilized mankind mull: con.[ume. The exports of 
South ·Carolina appeared to be 5 I. 12 s. 6 d. a head: Now, as no 
negroes are imported into that proviuce, or at leaft very few, and. fame 
exported, that fum muD: either be returned in manufaCtures or calli; and 
.as we know it is not the .latter, we may fafely determine it to be the 
former. 

From this fum we mun deduct a trifle for fome wheat and flour im
ported from the northward: if we reckon this to reduce it to 51. 10 s. it 

. will be a large allov,rance. As to "Weft Indian comm,Jdities, the import to 
all the continent is 920,000 f. but then a very confiderable {hare of it is 

. fold to the Indians, and more of it confumed in the fiibery, by people 
not reckoned in the numbers in our -colonies; fome is likewife fent to the 
eoaft of Africa: If we [uppo[e their confumption to amount to 850 ,000 l. 
it is as much as it can do; which, divided amongft 2,200,000 people, is 
juft 8 s. a head. This reduces the confumption to Sf. 2 s. but I ihall call it, 
for brevity, and to obviate accidental objeCtions, Sf. a fum which I do 
.not think ill agrees with the above-quoted author's calculation of 3 f. for 
. a partial confumption; butwhether it agrees or not with that fum, it does 
not appear ill founded, but, on the contrary, to depend for its truth upon 
very importantfac7s. -

I cannot fee any reafon for fuppofing the confumption of people in 
Carolina to be greater than the medium of the whole, but, on the con
trary, feveral for imagining iJ to be lefs. There is [carce any trade in that 
province; whereas the commerce and {hipping of. the northern ones are 
very confiderable, andconfequently occafion a vaft naval con[umption, of 
which no {hare comes into this calculation; and as that commerce brings 
jn much wealth, it naturally cau[es a proportionate confumption in all 
enriched by it; and thefe articles muft appear very important, if we refleCl 
on the trade of Philad.elphia, New York, and BoHon, a?d yield no trifling 
rea[ons f<>r not deductIng further from the above .. mentlOned fum of 5 I. 

'Two millions two hundred thoufand people, confuming each to the 
,~mount of Sf. come in the whole to 11,000,000 I. 

The 
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The account therefore frands thus: 

North America confumption in general,. 
Ditto of Britifh commodities and' negroes *, 

337 

£. 1 r ,000,000 

I,888,875 
----

Amount of their own manufaaur~s con fumed by themfelves, 9, II r, 125 
Their export of ditto to the "Veft Indies was found to be 1,°54,919 

Total of their manufaCtures, -
If to this fum the reader adds the amount of their exported ftaples, he 

will find it in the whole to rife to about 300,000 t. more than the above
fuppofed confumption, which is a confirmation that it was not exagge
rated; their manufaCtures and ftaples forming their whole income. 

From thefe feveral views of the flate of our colonies, in refpeCtto the 
import and confumption of manufaCtures, the following obfervations natu
rally occur.-That from a colony's importing large quantities of Britifh 
goods, it does not therefore follow fuch is a beneficial one. This is 
ftrongly verified by the imports of Penfylvania amounting in fome years 
to above 200,000 I. and thofe of New England may be fix times as much,_ 
whereas all the northern colonies together cannot confume much above 
the amount of 100,000 t. Whatever ideas therefore are entertained of 
the beneficial influence of the colonies upon the manufaCtures and trade of 
Britain, a diftinCtion ought conftantly to be made between, I. the iilands; 
2. the fouthern colonies:; 3. the tobacco ones; and, 4. the northern. The 
firft evidently add immenfely to the wealth of the mother-country; the 
fecond, though inferior to the firft, are yet of vaft confequence; the third 
are of fome t importance; the fourth of very little, but probably of 
much detriment.-As this is the cafe, let an undiftinguifhing praife never 
attend them; nor be it ever imagined, that juftice is done to this country 
by him, who, for a fingle moment, ranks the northern with the fouthern 
colonies. I ihould not be thus particular, had we not found in a multiplicity 
of writers a vafl: number of fuch unmeaning and general exclamations of 
the benefit of our colonies, without the leaf!: diftinction between tho[e who 
import our commodities, and they who corifume them; a difference, onll 
would have thought, fufIicient to fhike the moil ina.ttentive obierver! 

~ See before, p. 354. 
t I am here fpe"king of national general wealth, l,ot revenue. It may be faid, the reve· 

nue from tobacco {hould be ta!{cn into the account in this fcale; if fo, that from the ifiands' 
produCl:s {hould be the fame, which I {hall in anoth~r place {hew to be more contderablc 
lhan the other: the wnpariJan is therefore jufl:. 

X x. And 



POL I TIC ALE S SAY S. ESSAY V. 

And here let me remind the reader, that this flate of manufactures in 
the northern colonies is perfectlyconfiftent with the review of them which 
was given under the article manzgaflures, where it appeared from all the 
accounts publiilied, that the northern colonies poIreIred a vqJl number; 
the tobacco fettlements lome, but the fouthern ones none. And accord
ingly we found thofe conclufions to agree perfeCtly with their flaple pro
duCtions, the only means of purchafing them; for thefe were in value 
direCtly in proportion to their manufaCtures: the fewer of the latter the 
more of the former. Lafily, we compared their total cOrifumption with 
their import, and from thence find a manifefi confirmation of the preced
ing methods of difcovering the fame truth. So that to aIrert a colony's 
poIreffing :Il:aples fufficient to employ her people, is the fame thing as fay
iilg ihe has no manufaCtures of her own, but confumes thofe of her 
mother-country. It is intirely unneceIrary to look into their imports: 
nothing we find is fo deceiving as thefe; but the former rule is, and muft 
be, infallible. 

Of fuch infinite confequence to Britain is the produClion of flaples in 
her colonies, that were aU the people of the northern fettlements, and all 
of the tobacco ones, (except thofe aCtually employed in raifing tobacco) 
now [pread over thofe parts of our territories to the fouthward and we:ll:
ward, and confequently employed in the fame manner as the few are 
which do inhabit them; Britain, in fuch a cafe, would export to the 
amount of above nine millions :Il:erling more in manufactures, &c. than 
fhe does at prefent, without reckoning the infinite increafe in public reve
nue, freight, and feamen, which would accrue. To enlarge upon the 
advantages of fuch a change, would be impertinence itfelf. 

It appears from the preceding accounts that, in refpeCt of confumption 
of Britilh commodities, every foul in the Weft Indies is worth better than 
fixty-eight in the northern colonies, eighteen in the tobacco, and rather 
better than one and a half in the fouthern ones. Likewife, that every 
or.e in the latter is worth forty-four in the northern, and eleven and a 
half i.n t?e tobacco fettlements *. Alfo, that everyone in the tobacco 
colollles IS worth three and three-fourths in the northern ones • 
•• 

'\Vitbout extending the comparifon further, it may be obferved, that 
our <:olor.i.es (in the proportions above-given) are of infinite confequence 
to thIS natlOn; fo.r the wealth refultingfrom the exportation of 3)571,3651. 

'* I. do not forget the benefits reful ting to the public revenue from tobacco, but I am here 
.iiJeaklOg. only of the con[umption of Britiih commodities, 

H1 
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. in Britiih commodities, the largeft part of which are our own manufac
tures, is of the moft truly valuable kind, and will be found hereafter to 
bear a prodigious proportion to what we gain by all other branches. of our 
commetce. The exportation of manufactures is one of the moU beneficial 
articles of trade; for it is the exportation of the labour of our poor which 
enables them to maintain themfelves, inftead of being a dead and heavy 
weight upon the ref!: of the community. And at the fame time that fuch 
general benefits refult from the exportation~ of our goods, parallel ones 
attend the articles imported; for they confift of fuch as we either refell to 

'foreigners with profit, or fuch as we muft buy of them with calli, if we 
did not exchange our manufaCtures for them with our colonies ;- a dif-

. -, ference which is immenfe; and the benefits accruing from both too great 
and extenfive to be accurately determined. - Such general remarks as 
thefe, however, are to be found in many other writers, and for that rea
fon they iliall be iliort; but I know none who have deduced them from 
the fame faCts which I have attempted to flate and explain. 

Having thus examined the article of manufaC'cures exported, and their 
profit, I iliall now add a flight fketch of the remaining circumftances 
which are to be brought to account before the whole benefit to the wealth 
of Britain from the colonies will clearly appear. Thefe coniift of freight, 
duties, and the re-exportation of a part of the colony ftaples. 

A modern writer * calculates the duties upon 3-1,000 hogf
heads of fugar, and the rum imported proportioned to it 
to be 16 1,375: adopting this proportion, the duties upon 
98,I56 hogilieads, &c. will be - - {,. 514,000 

Mr. A:Lhley computes the freight of 70,000 hogiheads at 12 

Ct. to Europe, to be I 70,000 t.· if fo, that of 68, I 56 will 
amount to t ---

30,000 to North America, fuppofe at 2 I. 5 s. -
150,000 hog:Lheads of rum and melaffes t to North America 

at 2/. 5s. - - --
10,000 hogiheads of rum to Britain at 2 I. J 0 I. 

Total of fugar colonies 11, -
337,500 

• Letter to a Member of Parliament concerning the Importance of the Sugar Colonies, p. 15. 
The author calculates the duties in 1745 to have been 421,6571. ).Ipon a much {mailer num
"ber of hogfueads. 

t This article, I believe, is much undercharged, as it does not amount to 51. per ton; and 
it is 61. from Charles Town in Carolina. t Preftnt StC/te, P.271.. 

I The re·exportation is too trifling to infert. 
Xx ~ Or 
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Or 3/. 13 s. per head on the inhabitants of thofe i:flands, and, exclufive of 
the freight and duty, of more than 100,000 I. in fundry other commodities. 

In 1748, when the produCts of Carolina amounted to 161,0001 • 

. the freight to Europe came to 50,000 I. Taking the 
fame proportion, the freight at pre[ent of the two Caroli
nas, and reckoning nothing for Georgia, will be 250,<wo I. 
as the produCts are 792,000 I. £. 250,000 

Freight of 70,000 hogiheads of tobacco, 30,000 tons of ihip-
ping t, at 51. lOS." 16$,oQO 

Mr. Pofilethwayte § calculates the produce of the duties on 
this article to bring in £. 165,000 

Account quoted by Anderfon ~ 138,541 

Medium, -
Mr. PofHethwayte makes the re-exportation.;. of the whole, 

Mr. Anderfon i- of it; the medium is juft ;, or 52,500 

hogiheads, at 3 I. profit, 

Total of tobacco colonies **, 

Staples, 
Duties, 
Freight, 

Ijlands. 

12 I. 5 s. I d. per head. 

Southern Colonies. 
c.'t . 1 u ap es, 
Freight, 

Recapitulation. 

£. 2,7°2 ,060 
5 14,000 

636,902 -_. 

Carried forward, 

t Dt}crij'JtiVlJ oj South Carolina, p. 41. 

--
--

--
III deduct 10 s. from the freight from Carolina, as it is a [omewhat fhorter run to Virai-

nia ,un MarylanJ. t:l 

§ Dic7ionary, Art. Tobacco. ~ Dedullion of Commerce, vol. ii. p. 387' 

** As to the northern colonies' 9.8,~oo 1. there is. nothing to reckon but the freight, which 
would .m:ke. fo poor a figure t~at It IS better omitted; befides, not knowing how many 
.tons, it IS difficult ~o calculate It. 

I n~~ 
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Tobacco Colonies. .• 

Staples" 
Freight,. 
Duties, 

- 357,228' 
165,000 

15 1,77° 
157,500 Re-ex portation, 

Total ofthefe colonies, 
Add the northern colonies, 

'I:otal benefit refulting in wealth to Britain from all her 
colonies, -

S,6S7,J6b~ 
98,562 

The reader will not imagine' that near SIX MILLIONS in fierling calli 
comes into the kingdom upon this account: - an old adage is a fuHicient 
anfwer to fuch an expeaation, that you cannot eat yOUl" cake and have your 
cake.-Ifyou confumeyourcommodities at home, you certainly cannot fell 
them. But the nation is undoubtedly profited to this amount; becaufe, if 
thefe produCtions were not thus gained, they would neverthelefs be con
fumed; only purchafed of foreigners, inf!:ead of our- own people: iil 
which cafe, the prices would be higher, and the duties paid to a French. 
infl:ead of a Britiih government. This kingdom therefore is certainly as· 
much benefited by them (fuppofing the confumption in all cafes would he 
the fame) as if the whole amount was to come incafh •. 

I le:lVe it to the reader to' imagine what avail number 9f our people in 
all tradei and occupations are maintaine.d. by this mof!: highly benefi~ial 
article of colonies. Without adopting the common-place, but mifl:akeu 
aifertions, that .every one in them maintains fix at horne,f;-; aifertions which, 
Eke rnof!: that are copied at random, are hazarded without the leaf!: dif-· 
tinCtion between the northern and the fouther:n colonies. We' may' 
however determine, that the above fum of more than five millions gives. 
bread to a prodigious number of our people i in all probability to above 
a.million, which is jufi the difference of having that number of induf!:rioLi'S . 
poor, who maintain thernfelves, or of idle vagabonds, who are a pdt and ~ 
burden to fociety. The wealth therefore accruing to us from our iouthern: 
and middle colonies is of the mof!: valuable kind, and proves in the c1ea-ref!: 
manner, that no care and attention can be too great in their fav--uur, in. 
extending their, culture of f!:aples, iince every fhilling they)o Taik muil: .. 
inevitably be laid out in the purchafe of manufaCtures. 

ol\i Contll in America, 8vo, !757, Pref. p. 20; 
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Power. 
The benefits refuiting to Britain from her colonies in this refpeCl: are 

extremely evident; for whatever increafes the real and permanent wealth 
ot a fiate, increafes in the fame proportion its power. But were the one 
to follow only in <:onfequence of the other, this would be but an idle dif
tinction, without a difference. The addition which the colonies make to 
the power of the mother-country confifts in the number of her feamen 
they employ, which is very ~onfiderable. 

The accounts I have met with of their number are very confufed, vari
ous, and contradictory; but by giving forne attentionto the partial repre
fentations of this point, and fupplying deficiencies by moderate compari
fons, vve may pollibly come pretty near the truth. In examining what 
former writers have given upon this fubject, and making proper allow
ances for the increafe that has happened in forne of our colonies' exports, 
I {hall at firft keep intirely dear of their own trade, navigation and fiilie
ries, as a material difiinction is to be made between the feamen fo em
ployed and thofe maintained by the immediate communication with 
Britain: the latter muft be inquired into £lrft, and then fome ftriClures 
{hall be given upon the former.-And firft, with refpeCt to the fugal' 
Wands. 

68, I 56 hogfheads fent to Europe are 
For rum, and fundryarticles, we may 

certainly add ' 

SI,II7 tons 

5,000 --
56,1 I 7 

Now, I find the proportion of feamen to tonnage employed 
in the Weft Indian and Carolina trades is 100 men to 1000 

tons "*: the above tonnage employs therefore in bringing 
the fugars to Europe, - - 5,600 men. 

That is, every fifty-five perfons in the iflands employ one 
feaman. 

N. B. The trading voyages taken to Africa in the way thither, 
with fome other circumftances, it is very clear muff: add 
fomething to this number; but as fnch are nDt eafily cal
culated, no notice is taken of them, no more than of the 
fhips which fail outwards freighted thither, but not loaded 
there inwards. 

Carried forward, 
--

5600 

.. See Defcription of South Carolina, p. 41. and R~marks on the Litter to Tw~ Great Men 8vo 
I,760. p. 33. ' • 

6 The 
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Brought over, 5600 men .. 
The exported fiaplesof South Carolina to Europe, when her 

produB:s amounted to 161,000 I. employed 770 [eamen; 
confequently, produB:ions to the value of 792,000/. muft 
employ, 3,700 

Every 34 perrons employ I feaman~ This fuperiorityover the 
Weft Indies muft be owing to rice being a much more 
bulky commodity in proportion· to its value than fugar, 
and pitch and tar infinitely fo. 

Tobacco employs 30,000 tons of fhipping; that is of men 3,000 

Every 250 perfons employ I feaman. 

Seamen employed in carrying the produaions of the fugar, 
fouthem continental, and tobacco colonies to Europe, 121300 

Total 03,000 tons; upon an average of 300, the number of [hips is 433 fail .. 

Before I quit this part of the fubjea, a word or two fhould be added 
upon the apparent difproportion between tobacco and rice, &c. in the 
employment of feamen. Throughout the whole courfe of the preceding 
comparifons, the low eftimation of tobacco refults entirely from the popu
lou[ne[s of thofe colonies. That commodity is as proper a fiaple as any 
in the world for a Britifh colony ; and in this article of employing failors 
is doubtlefs equal to any that can be named: all which would appear ex
tremely evident, if it was poffible to infert the proportion of the total 
inhabitants of Virginia and Maryland that are employed upon tobacco 
alone: the high value of this ftaple would then be indubitable. But 
thofe provinces, infiead of being totally employed on its culture, have of 
late years grown fo very populous, and tobacco land fo very fcarce, that 
probably not a tenth part of the people are planters. The produB: of what 
they make is 350,000 l.; now, if their income per head, and their fiaple ill; 

calli be calculated at 5 1. 10 s. as in the rice colonies, the number will be 
. 63,000 employed on it, or juft -r'z of their total; -;-~ of them are there-· 
fore farmers, huibandmen, manufacturers, &c. who we may be very 
certain would cultivate tobacco if they could: But more of thefe defects 
in their proper place. Thus much is inferted here, to iliew that the low 
figure thefe colonies make on a comparifon with the reft is totally owing 
to their populoufnefs, but not in the leaR: degree to their fiaple, beingj} 
in that refpeB: only, inferior to their ,fouthern neighbours. 

It is necefIary to enlarge very little upon the great c~nfequence to this 
country of an employment for 1 z',300 [eamen belonging to our own ports?, 

extending 
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expending their wages amongft their countrymen, and always ready upon 
any call of the fiate to defend that nation theyconftantly enrich. The 
great advantages likewife of building, rigging, viCtualling, repairing, &c. 
of above 400 fail of]arge £hips is.-immenfe, and altogether form a fyftem 
of importance to Britain that ranks very high with any other. 

As to the navigation of the colonies themfelves, it Was neceiTary, as I 
obferved before, to confider it by itfelf, for many r~afons which will appear 
by and by. It is very difficult from the materials I poifefs at prefent to cal
culate its amount; for fome of the writers of the northern colonies give 
in [orne refpects different accounts to thofe which are current in Britain: 
however, I mufi have recourfe to fuch as I can command, and from them 
extraCt the truth as near as poffible~ 

A late author tens us, that the Britifh p1antations maintain 45,000 fea
men, and employ near 2000 fail of ihips *. Now as we have found the 
number which Britain poJ!ejles to be about 12,000, confequently their 
own amount to 33,000 feamen. A North Amexican writer likewife calcu
lates the ihips at 2000 t. According to thefe accounts, each ihip's compli
ment is about 22 men, and each ihip upon an average 225 tons burthen, 
by the rule above laid down; which number of men is not probably more 
per 100 tons than the truth, (although many of the voyages are but iliort) 
as the great numbers employed in the fiilieryare included. That thefe ac
counts are not exaggerated~ there isfome reafol1 to believe, from an aifertion 
of anotherwriter, who, fpeaking of the confequences of the regulations of 
the colonies in 1763, fays, that 20,000 feamen and fifhermen were turned 
out of employment there:t. Now, if 20,000 men were at on<i:e out of em:
ployment, the total in as well as out cannot be lefs than 33,000; efpecially 
"as the f!fheries were not affeCted. And if we come to remark the fentiments 
of various writers upon particular branche,r of their trade, there will be 
more reafons, equally thong, for fuppofing this total not far from the re
ality. Gee, who wrote about 40 years ago, fays, the veifels belonging to 
New England alone, employed in the fifhery and coafting trade, (without 
including that to Europe) amounted to 890 §. So prodigiouily as they 
have increafed lince, the reader will eailly believe them to be much more 

& Cont~/l in.dmerica, Pref. p. 7. 

t Four Diffirtatiam on tbe Union betwem Great Britain and btl' Colonies, p. 17-

t EJfoy on fbe 'Trade of the Northern Colonies, 1764, p. 26. 

§ Tbe Trade end Navigation of Great Britain conJidered, I2mo, 1738, p. 106. 

numerou! 
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numerous of late years, and yet that number, at 2Q men each, employed 
17,600 [eamen. To double the number would bring it much Dearer the 
truth at prefent.-The fifhery of the colonies, fays another *, is already 
much greater than that of Britain: the fifhery of New England alone 
amounts to 255,000 t. a year, which is equal to the amount of the Britifh 
fifhery. And yet New York and Philadelphia, with many other places to 
the northward, have large fhares of this fiihery; fo that the whole mnH 
make a very great amount. 

Without turning to more authorities (although a multitude might be 
produced) for proving a point which feems fo firongly to prove itfelf, 
there will not be any danger, according to thefe feveral accounts, in deter
mining the navigation if the colonies to employ 33,000 [eamen; but laft 
any objeCtions unfeen fhould arife, I fhall call the number only 30,000. 

It may poffibly be expeCted, that I fhould enlarge upon the vaft con[e
quences of fuch a number of feamen to a maritime power; and efpecially 
after what one of the beft of the North American writers has obferved 
with a degree of rapture: " In another century, the greateft number 
of Englifhmen will be on this fide the water. What an acceffion of power 
to the Britifh empire by fia as well as by land! What increafe of trade 
and navigation! What numbers of fhips and feamen! We have been here 
but little J.11ore than 100 years, and yet the force of our privateers in the 
late war (1'750) united, was greater, both in men and guns, than that of 
the whole Britifh navy in Cl!!een Elizabeth's timet." What therefore muft 
they have been in the laft war !--But notwithfianding all this I am 
very far frpm placing to the account of Britain, one jot of all thefe fine 
doings. And very clear I am, that the employment of the 12,000 feamen 
firft mentioned is of twenty tit;nes the confequence to this country of all 
the 30,000 kept by the colonies themfelves. 

The more this fubjeCt is inquired into, the more evidently and clearly 
will it appear, that the produCtion of fiaple commodities is the Oll~Y buu
nefs proper for colonies: whatever elfe they go upon, it is abfolutely im
poffible that they fhould by any employment whatever make up for the 
want of the one really neceifary. For want of this capital foundation of a 
colony, our northern fettlements we have found are full of farmers, manu
faCturers, merchants, £.fhermen, and feamen ;-but no planters. This 
is precife1y the cafe with Britain herfelf; confequently a rivalry between 

it Prifent State, p. 327. 
t <['he intertfl of Great Britain canjidcred. Annexed to this, is Dr. Franklin's Objeruation$ 

(in the lncreafe if Mankind, p. 56. . 
. Y Y . iliem 
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t;jcm muH inevitably take place. This in the article offiiheries we find 
full/ t~LLC;l place; for the northern colonies have nearly beat us out of the 
Nevvfoundland fifhery, that great nur[ery of fearnen! in[ornuch, that 
the :£hare of New England alone exceeds that of Britain. Can anyone 
thinl;:: fron< hence, that the trade and navig'ation of our colonies are worth 
one groat to this nation? 

There is not one branch of commerce carried on by thefe trading fettle
ments but might jufi as well be in the hands of the inhabitants of this 
kinq-dom, the fupplying the fugar ii1ands with lumber alone excepted, and 
tha~ vve have already feen is an abfolute trifle. Thus the trading part of 
the colonies rob this nation of the invaluable treafure of 80,000 feamen, 
and all the profits of their employment; or in other words, the northern 
colonies, who contribute nothing either to our riches or our power, de
prive us of more than twice the amount of all the navigation we enjoy in 
confequence of the fugar ifJands, the fouthern continental, and tobacco fet
tlements! The freight of the ftaples of thofe [ets of colonies bring us in 
upwards of a million fierling *; that is, the navigation of 12,000 feamen: 
according to which proportion, we lofe by the rivalry of the northern co
lonies, in this Engle article, TWO MILLIONS AND AN HALF fierling! 

The hackneyed argument which hasbeen copied from writer to writer, 
that let the colonies get what they will, it all centers in Britain, will doubt
le[s here be extended; and they will fay, if the northern colonies get fo 
much money, that money to them is the fame as fiaples to the fouthern 
ones, and equally laid out in merchandize with Britain. But faCts prove 
the very contrary: the confumptiori of Britiili commodities in them I have 
{hewed, cannot be more than to the amount of 108,000 I. They export 
thither in fiaples to the amount of98,000 I.; now one of their warmeft 
advocates above quoted aiTerts the fiilieries. of New England alone to be 
255,000 t. According to this reafoning, they would purchafe of us only 
for thefe ':wo articles to the amomit or SS 3,000 I. which being more than 
three times over falfe, fufficiently proves that they may acquire riches 
without expending them with Britain. 

No one who has inquired the leaf!: into the fiate of the colonies, can be igno
rant that there northern commercial ones carry 011 a very confiderable illicit 
trade. A late writer fays, it amounted to a third of their aaual imports t. 
Now, under the title of their imports is included all they receive from 
Britain and the Weft Indie$, or in value to upwards of 917,000; a vafi 

"* 1,05: ,9cc21. 
t C1iljidtrations on the Trade and Fimmm of th~ Kingdom, {to. 1766, p. 75. , . 
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fum! and mufl in the nature of things be nearly fo much ~J.1::en out of the 
pockets of their mother-country. Another writer lets llS f:.:nncv,'h2t more 
into their illicit trade.--" The colonies to the northward (of the tobacco 
ones) have very little direCt trade with Great Britain; 1 r:-;eant1v:y have 
nothing with which they cari repay us for the commodities they draw' 
from hence: They only trade with England circuitoufly; either thr::::ugh 
the \Vefi Indies, which is to us the mofi advantageou? part of their trade; 
or through foreign European countries, which, however neceiTary, is a 
dangerous and fufpicious channel. Our Engli:fh iliips meet others with 
the fame commodities at the fame markets; and if thefe markets happell 
to be overfiocked, we interfere with, and confequently hurt each other. 
But, what is fiill more material, there is much reafon to fufpea, that nQ 
fmall part of the benefit of our North American trade is, by this means, 
lq/l to the mother-country, andpalfes to foreigners, and flmetimes to ellcl.'lies. 
Thefe northern provinces are, in effeCt, not fubjeCt to the aB: of navigation; 
becaufe they do not trade in any of the commodities enumerated in that 
aB:. They are therefore neither obliged direCtly to bring their goods to 
England, nor, when they have carried them to other countries, are they 
neceffitated to take England in their way home. Whereas all the colonies 
which produce any of the enumerated commodities, under whatever re
laxations, are always fubjeB: to one or other of thefe regulations. For in- . 
fiance, :fhips from Bofion may carry fiili, corn, and provifions to France 
or Italy, and return again direCtly to Bofl:on, loaded with foreign com
modities, fubjeCt to no other check than what mufi be confide red as 
none, that of a cufiom-houfe officer in their own colony *."-. -Such a 
circuitous commerce as this eafily refolves a thoufand difficulties, which 
may have appeared in the courfe of the preceding inquiries. It is a verr 
ready outlet for any fums, however large, which they may gain by their 
trade and their fiilieries; and fully explains the manner how they may 
have ID1Jch money to fpend, and yet lay none of it out with us. As to 
the point of their really being rich, or at leafi in good circumfl:ances, it is 
impoffible it fhould be otherwife: a people that poffefs the neceffaries of 
life in fo great a degree, have fo many manufaCtures, and a trade that em
ploys 3'0,000 feamen cannot be poor; but the faB: is equally fl:riking, that 
Britain fupplies them with fcarce any thing. - But further, it will appear 
from other authorities, that their illicit trade is of yet greater extent. 
Notwithfl:anding the length of the quotation, I :fhall here, as the point is 

'* An Examination of the commercial Principles, p. 64-. Thefe lhips, however, carry out (ome
thing elfcbefides corn and fi~; for th,e,Governor of Maffachufets Bay ill 1733. wri,e, word 
to the Lords of Trade, that vajl quantltm of hats are exported from thence to Spain and Por
tugal; thus they carry out their own n:anufaCl:ures to cramp our marktt, and bring home 
French goods to enlarge that of our elUmzes .I 
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of great importance, tranfcribe the general account of their illicit com
merce glVen by Mr. Pofilethwayte in his Dic7ionary if Trade, Art. French 
America. 

" Soon after the peace of Utrecht, a pernicious commerce' began to ihew 
itSelf, between the Britifh northern colonies and the French fugal' colo
nies, which--hegan with bartering the lumber of the fQrmer for French 
fUQ"ar and melaiTes. The French, who before that time had no vent for o 

their melaiTes, and could make no better ufe of it than to give it to their 
hogs and horfes, foon found the vvay (after they became acquainted with 
the northern traders) of difcilling it into rum, which their new correfpon
dents were as ready to take off their hands, as they had before been to 
take off their fugal' and melaiTes; and from hence they derived a new mine 
of profit unknown to them before, and transferred to themfelves the bene
fit of a trade, which it was the chief defign of thefe laws (the navigation 
acts of Charles II.) to preferve to Great Britain alone. 

" This being made appear to parliament, a further provifion was made 
for putting a flop to this manifeft fubverfion of the fundamental max
ims of the BritiJh policy for preferving her commercial interefts, by an 
act in the 6th year of the reign of George II. intituled, An aa: for the 
better fecuring and encouraging the trade of his majefty's fugar colonies 
in America, whereby fuch high duties were laid on all foreign fugars, 
rum, and melaiTes, to be imported into any of his majefty's colonies in 
America, as it was thought were equal to, and would anfwer all the ends 
of a prohibition. 

" But experience has ihewn that all thefe laws are too weak to anfwer the 
purpofes for which they are defigned, and that fome more effectual re
medies might be found to keep the Britifh traders in North America with
in bounds; if Great Britain refolves to preferve her right of controuling 
the trade of her own fubjects in that part of the world, and turning it 
into fuch channels only as her wifdom fhall direct, and think moft con
ducive to the interefis of the whole community: for it can be made 
appear beyond contradiction, notwithfianding all the laws that have 
hitherto been made, 

"1. That a fettled courfe of traffick has been carried on for feveral years 
by many of his majefty's fubjects in North America, to the ports of Mar
[eilles and Toulon, in which their ihips have gone directly thither, laden 
with pitch, tar, train-oil, timber-trees and planks, for building {hips; fpars, 
naves, log wood, beaver, martins, deer, and elk ikins, furrs, and naval 

flo res ; 



SECT. III. COL 0 N I E S. 349 

flores; and have returned back again, without ever touching in Great 
Britain, with goods of the manufacture and growth of France and other 

. foreign nations. 

" n. That they have carried on the like trade with Holland. 

" III. That, notwithftandingtheaCl: made in the 6th year of his prefent 
majefty's reign, the Britiih northern colonies ferve themfelves chiefly with 
foreign fugar, rum, and melaiTes, without paying the duties impofed by 
that act, and fometimes import them in vciTels owned by foreigners; 
and that this trade is now carried to fuch a height, that veiTels have been 
purchafed for, and· fixed in this commerce only, and confiantly and reo-u
larly employed in trading backwards and forwards between the foreign 
fugar colonies and Britifu colonies in North A~erica; and in order to fa
cilitate it, they have fettled correfpondents and factors in the French 
iflands, and the French have done the like in our colonies in North Ame
rIca. 

"IV. That this trade is not only connived at, but cherifhed and encou
raged by the foreigners, with whom it is carried on, who well know how 
much it tends to enrich their own colonies and impoveriih ours. 

" Some of the ill confequences arifing from this trade to Britain are, 

" I. It will deeply affeB: the manufaCl:ures and products of Great Britain, 
and in a much greater degree than is felt at prefent, if it be not timely 
flopped; caufe a great declenfion in the trade of the kingdom, and not 
only deprive the nation of a profit to which they have a natural right, but 
many perfons now employed in thefe manufaCtures will be brought to 
want the means of fubfiftence. 0 

" II. The number of Engliih :£hipping, and confequently of failors, will 
decreafe in proportion as this trade increafes, whicl-~ faps the very foun
dation of the naval power of the kingdom.- The defign of the aCt IS 
Charles II. forbidding the importation of any commodities or manu[;:tCturts 
of Europe into the king's plantations in America, was intended to make a 
double voyage neceiTary, where thefe colonies ufed any commodities of the 
growth ~md manufaCtures of Europe, but Britiih: for if they could not be 
ihipped in Great Britain, they muft be fidl: brought thither from the places 
of their growth and manufatture, and Great Britain would confequently 
have the benefit not only of that freight, but of as many ihips and failors 
as muft be employed in bringing them from thence. Eut if the northern 

colonies 
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colonies {houU be allowed to carry them direCtly from the places where 
they r'"row or are mll1ufaClured, l~ot onl)7 thefe benefits will be loft to the 
na tio~, bu t likewife the profits ariling to the im porters; the du ties retained 
by the crown, where the whole is not drawn back, thewarehoufe rent, com
millions) and 111,111)' other incidental profits not neceffary to be eriumerated. 

(' III. If a Hop is put to the progrefs of this trade, it will leiTen the dc-pen
dance of theft colonies upon their mother-country, and in time produce 
[ueh connection or intereHs between them and foreigners, as will by de
grees alienate them from Great Britain." 

This view of the trade of thefe northern colonies evidently :Chews us, 
that their commerce and navigation is not only fo much taken out of the 
fcale of Britain, but alfo a confiderable weight thrown into that of France 
and other foreign nations. Whenever therefore the fhips, and employ
ment offeamen of thefe fettlements are boafied of, it furely appears fuffi
ciently clear, that fuch boafis prove diametrically contrary to the defign 
of them; or againfl thofe colonies, infiead of for them. 

I :Chall conclude this inquiry with the remarks of one of the greateft 
political writers this country has produced; one who faw clearly near a 
century ago the effeCt upon our fiilieries and trade which thefe northern 
fettJements had begun to manifefi, and threatened, to produce. "If it is 
the interefi of all trading nations," fays he, "princ;:ipally to encourage 
navigation, and to promote efpecially thofe trades which employ moft 
fhipping, than which nothing is more true, nor mne regarded by the wife 
Dutch; then certainly it is the interefi of England to difcountenance and 
abate the number of planters at Newfoundland, for if they :Chould increafe, 
it would in a few years happen to us, in relation to that country, as it has 
to the fghery at New England, 'lL'hich many yearsfince was managed by 
Enxlijh }hips from the wejlern ports; but as plantations there increqfed, 
fell to be the Jole emplo.)I1Jlent 0/ people fittled there, and 110thing 0/ the 
trade left the poor oid Englijhmen but the liberty of carrying now and 
then by courtefy and pur'Chafe, a fhip-load of fifh to Bilboa, when their 
o'Zun Ne'1.u England jhipping are better employed, or not at leifure to do it. 
This kingdom being an j{}and, it is our interefi, as well for our prefer
,'ation as our profit, not only to have many feamen, but to have them as 
much as may be within call in time of danger. Now, the fi:Ching :Chips 
going out in March, and returning home for England in the month of Sep
tember early, and there being employed in that trade two hundred and 
fifty {hips, which might carry about ten thoufand fearnen *, fiihermen, and 

'* Their {h;ps were not th~n near fo large as at prefent. 
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fhoremen, as they ufuaUy call the younger perfons who were never before 
at fea. I appeal to the reader, whether fuch a yearly return of feamen, 
abiding at home with us all the winter, and fpending their money here, 
which they got in their fummer fifhery, were not a great accefs of wealth 
and power to this kingdom, and a ready fupply for his majefiy's navy upon 
all emergencies."-He then proceeds to a particular affertion relative to 
New England, as follows :-" That New England is the mofi prejudicial 
plantation to this kingdom. I am now to write of a people whofe fruga
lity, indufiry, and temperance, and the happinefs ofwhofe laws and infl:itu
tion promije to them long life, with a <"<.Vondeifztl increa/e of people, richrs, 

, and power: and although no men ought to envy that virtue and wifdom 
in others, which themfelves either can or will not practife, but rather to 

commend and admire it, yet I think it is the duty of every good man 
primarily to refpect the welfare of his native country: and therefore, 
though I may offend fame, whom I would not willingly difpleafe, I can
not omit, in the progrefs of this difcourfe, to take notice of fame particu
lars wherein Old England fuffers diminution by the growth of thofe .colo
nies fettled in New England." (And then, after fame very fenfible obfer
vations on the produClions of our colonies, he proceeds:) " The people of 
New England, by virtue of their primitive charters, being not fa firictly 
tied to the obfervation of the laws of this kingdom, do fometimes affume 
the liberty of trading contrary to the act of navigation, by reafon of 
which many of our American commodities, tjpecially tobacco, and [ome 
fugar, are tranfported in New England iliipping directly into Spain, and 
other foreign countries, without being landed in England, or paying any 
duty to his majefiy, which is not only a lo[s to the king, and- a prejudice 
to the navigation of Old England, but ,alfo a total exclufion of the old 
Engliili merchant from the vent of thofe commodities in thofe ports 
where the New Engliili veffels trade; becau[e there being no cufiom on 
thofe commodities in New England, and a great cufiom paid upon them 
in Old England, it mufi neceffarily follow, that the New Engliili mer
chant will be able to afford his commodity much cheaper at the market 
than the Old Engliili merchant; and thofe that can fell cheapefl: will 
infallibly engrofs the whole trade [ooner or later. - Of all the American 
plantations, his majefiy has none fa apt for the building of iliipping as 
New England, nor none comparably fa qualified for the breeding of [ea
men, not only by rear on of that natural indufiry of the people, but prin
cipally by rea[on of their cod and mackarel fiiheries; and, in my poor 
opinion, THERE JS NOTHING MORE PREJUDICIAL, AND IN PRO

SPECT MORE DANGEROUS TO ANY OTHER KINGDOM, THAN THE IN

CREASE OF SHIPPING IN HER COLONIES, PLANT A TIONS, OR PRO

YINCES*." 
"'" Sir Jofiah Child's D£fi:ourfc on Tradf, p. 225, &c. 

5 This 
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This latter opinion is of very great and material confequence, and 

deferves in this ao-e fix times the attention it did in the preceding one, as 
in all probability bthe navigation of the northern colonies is fix times in
creared, We find that this celebrated politician, who lived fo many years 
ago, "vas far enough from looking with an eye of approbation upon their 
extended trade and fiiheries; is it not therefore very :Change that [0 many 
writers of this age iliould have given into fuch general and undiflinguilh
ing praire of colonies, and indulged fuch vain and miflaken ideas of the 
confequence of their navig~tior: and failors! ObjeCts by n~ m~ans of 0':1' 
commendation, but of our Jufl Jealoufy. Nor can any maXIm 111 the poli
tical inte1'efts of this country be clearer than the undoubted miJchieJs we 
have fuffered from thefe northern colonies? fo very far are they from 
being advantageous to the kingdom! If the following circumf!:ances rela
tive to the po7..ver of this country are confidered, thefe evils will not be 

,thought ideal. 

I. They have beat us nearly out of the Newfoundland fifhery. 

II. They employ a great number of feamen in carrying their own pro
duCts, and the f!:aples of the foutherly 'colonies, directly to European 
markets, and return home loaded with foreign manufactures, &c. 

III. They have been of great henefit to the French fugar colonies, and 
much affif!:ed in raifing them to the formidable flate they are in at prefent. 

IV. They deprive this nation of the regular employment of thirty 
thoufand [earnen, the very freight occafioned by whom amounts to two 
millions and an half f!:erling. 

Papulation. 

The benefits refulting to Britain from her colonies in refpect of popula
tion is a point that has been difputednt large, like mof!: others concern
ing them, without any difl:inCtio..'1 between thofe to the northward and 
the others, which in all refpeCts are fomaterially different. The fenti
ments ?f writers, however, have been various; many condemning the 
plantatIOns as depopulating the kingdom, and others again a{[erting, that 
we are more populous than we otherwife fhouldbe, on their account. 

Of the firfi ~pinion I give the reader the following account in the 
words of an. anCIent author. I :fhould not fix upon it in preference to 
others, had It not been quoted feemingly with approbation by a very i~ge-

mous 
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nious writer of the prefent age. "It was a query," fays the latrer," pro
pofed to this nation in the reign of king James 1. * whether our colonies 
had not difpeopled us vifibly, and thrown a damp upon the culture of the 
earth? England began its plantations near an hundred years after Spain, 
and confequently the effeB:s thereof are not yet fo vifible as in the other 
Kingdom. But our inhabitants are fenfibly wafted already, and it has a 
very ill effect upon our tillage and hufbandry in all the fouthem parts of 
the ifland ;--fo that as the trade of England grows by the plantations, 
the lands of Englandfall, the gentry and nobility fink, and thefecurity 
and firength of the kingdom abateth t.'· 

Without infifiing upon the mifiakes there are in thefe fentiments, parti
cularly the great advance of the rental, as well as the 'Value, of lands at 
prefent, compared with them before our plantations and trade were one
tenth of what they are now, I fhall pafs on to a more modern wr~ter. 

" Our American colonies," fays M. de Boulainvilliers, "have contri
buted not a 1 ittle to diminifh the number of our citizens. \\Then it is 
faid, that our plantations have augmented our commerce an hundred and 
£fty millions, it has been always believed that their utility was demon
fI:rated: but it is clear, that this commerce has diminifhed our political 
power, becaufe it has been formed at the expence of our population. 
One confiderable branch of it is founded in the formation of thefe efia
bliihments. An exact account of all the fubjects who have perifhed by a 
premature death, without leaving any pofterity in France, fince we 
have laboured to people America, would fright our minifiers. There 
can be no doubt but fuch an account would break the charm which has 
hitherto prevented our kings from' opening their eyes. But one reflection 
will fuffice.- No perf on can be ignorant that the air, the climate, the 
country, the quality -of the food to which mankind are accuftomed from 
their birth, form with them a fecond nature, and to which the firft is 
totally fubordinate. Experience demonfirates every day, that the differ
ence of climate between the fouth and the north of France abridges the life 
of thofe who change their refidence: how much fironger therefore muO: 
the ravages in our population be in eftabliihments formed in thofe new 
worlds always unhealthy, where the feafoos are the reverfe of ours, and 
where .it is neceffary that nature fhould totally change her fyftetn !-If 
the government would take an aCCOL!nt of the fubjeC1s migrated into 
America, they would find that fixty out of one hundred perifhed 011 their 

'* Ejfay Oil Hufhandry, p. u6. 
it Heylin's Cofmography, p. 941 • 

Z Z arrival. 
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arrival. How can it be fuppofed that the plantation of canes can indem
nify the fiate for fuch breaches in its population? The advantage3 of the 
commerce of our colonies are in fome refpeCts ideal, but the 10fs of people 
is undoubted. This commerce has not contributed to augment the mafs, 
of our riches, becaufe moft of the fiates of Europe, to whom we can fell 

- our American commodities, have their colonies as well as we. vVe are 
obliged therefore to confu~e them ourfelves, which renders the greateft 
part of this commerce null of itfelf. The only real advantage which it 
has politically procured to the fiate is, the fufiaining a little the unfortu- . 
nate remains of our expiring marine. As to all the refi, the confequences 
refulting are very bad for us. I mufi, however, add, that in fupplying 
our colonies continually with twenty thoufand inhabitants only, it refults· 
that our general population in Europe diminiilies every age by at leaft 
bve hundred thoufand citizens, loft, without return, to the monarchy; 
that is to fay, (things remaining as at prefent) after the revolution of ~. 
certain period of time, America will have intirely difpeopled Francet." 

Let us now fee what is advanced by the defenders of the contrary opi ... 
nion, among whom Sir Jofiah Child" claims the firft place. -" I do not 
agree," fays he, "that our people in England are in any confiderabl~ 
meafure abated by reafon of our foreign plantations, but propofe to prove 
the contrary. I am of opinion, that we had immediately before the lat(! 
plague many more people in England than we had before the inhaoiting 
of Virginia, New England, Barbadoes, l:\.nd the reft of our American plan
tations. This I know is a controverted point, and do believe that whet:e 
there is one man of my mind, there may be a thoufand of the contrary; 
but I hope, when the following grounds of my opinion have been tho
roughly examined, there will not be fo many difienters. 

" That very many peopl~ now go, and have gone, from this kingdom, 
a1mofi every year for thefe hxty years paft, and have and do fettle in our 
foreign plantations, is mofi certain. But the £lrfi quefiion will be, Whe
ther, if England had no foreign plantations for thofe people to be tran
fported unto, they could or would have ilaid and lived at home with us ? 

" I am of opinion they neither would nor could! 

" To refolve this quefiion, we mllfi confider what kind of people they 
we!e, and are, that have and do tranfport themfelves to our foreign plan~ 
latIOns. 

:t: LIS lntdrets de la France mal entmdus, tom. i. p. 321. 
ti Difcourje of Trade, .p. 192. 
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"New England, as everyone knows, was originally inhabited, and has 
'·fince fuccef:G.vely been repleniilied by a fort of people called Puritans, 
who could not conform to the ecclefiafiical law of England, but being 
wearied with church cenfures and perfecutions, were forced to quit their 
fathers' land; to find oUt new habitations, as many of them did in Ger
many and Holland, as well as in New England; and had there not been 

:a. New England found for fame of them, Germf\ny and HoHand probably 
had received the reft; but Old England, to be fure, had loft them all. 

" Virginia and Barbadoes were firfi peopled by a fort of loofe vagrant 
,people, vicious, and deftitute of means to live at home, (being either unfit 
for labour, or fuch as could find none to employ themfelves about, or had 
fo miibehaved themfelves by whoring, thieving" or other debauchery, that 
none would fet them on work) which merchants and mafiers of £hips, by 
their agents or fpirits, as they were called, gathered up about the frreets 
{)f London, and other places, cloathed, and tranfported, to be employed 
upon plantations; and thefe, I fay, were fuch, as had there been no 
Engli£h foreign plantation in the world, could probably never have lived 
at home to do fervice to their country, but mua have come to be hanged 
or ftarved, or died untimely of fome .of thofe miferable difeafes that proq 
ceed from want and vice; or elfe have fold themfelves for foldiers to be 
knocked on the head, or ftarved in the quarrels of our neighbours, as 
many thoufands of our brave Englifhmen were in the Low Countries, as 
alfo in the wars of Germany, France, and Sweden, &c. or elfe, if they 
could, by begging, or otherwife, arrive to the frock of 2 s. 6 d. to waft 
them over to Holland, become fervants to the Dutch, who refufe none." 
(After proceeding to mention the great numbers driven away by the civil 
wars, he goes on.) "Now, if, from the premifes, it be duly confidered, 
what kind of perfons thofe have been, by whom our plantations have at 
all times been replenHhed, I fuppofe it will appear, that fuch they have 
been, and under fuch circumftances, that if his majefry had no foreign 
plantations to which they might have reforted, England, however, mufl: 
,have 10ft them. 

" Such as our employment is for people, fo many will our people be; 
and if we £hould imagine we have in England employment but for one 
hundred people, and we have born and bred amongft us one hundred and 
fifty people; I fay, the fifty muft away from us, or ftarve, or be hanged, 
to prevent it, whether we had any foreign plantations or not. If by rea
fon of the accommodation of'living in our foreign plantations we have 
evacuated more of our people than we fhould have done, if we had no 
:fuch plantation; and if that evacuation be grown to an exce[s, (which I be-

, Z z z. lie,,!;; 
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li€ve it never did barely on the account of our plantations) that decreafe 
would procure its own remedy; for much want of people would procure 
greater and greater wages, and if our laws gave encouragement) would pro
cure us a fupply of people, without the charge of breeding them, as the 
Dutch are, and always have been, fupplied in their greatefi extremities. 

"ObjcClion. But it may be ['lid, Is not the facility of being tranfported 
into the plantations, together with the enticing methods cufiomarily ufc& 
to perfuade people to go thither, and the encouragement of living there· 
with a people that fpeak our own language, ihong motives to draw eure 
people from us; and do they not draw more from us than otherwife 
would leave us to go into foreign countries,. where they unde.d1:and not 
the language? 

" A n [wer~ 1. It IS much more difficult to get a paJIage to Holland than 
it is to our plantations. 2. Many of thofe that go to our plantations, if 
they could not go thither, would, and muft go, into foreign countries, 
though it were ten times more difficult to get thither than it is; or elfe~.! 
which is worfe, as has been [aid, would adventure to be hang~d, to pr~ 
vent begging. or fiarving, as too many have done. 

" I do acknowledge that the facility of getti-ng to the plantations may 
caufe fome more to leave us than would do, if they had none but foreigrfl 
countries £01' refuge; but t:hen, if it be confider..ed, that our plantations 
fpending rooftly our Engli.!h manufaaures, and thofe of all forts almoft 
imaginable, in. egregious quantities, and employing. near two ... thirds of aU 
our Engliih !hipping, do therein. give a confiant fuftenance to may be two 
hundred thouIand p.erfons.here at home: Then, I muft. needs conclude, 
upon the whole matter, that we have not the fewer, but the more peop1£: 
in England by rea[on of our Engli!h; plantations in America •. 

t.: ObjeCtion. . But i.t may be faid, Is not this. referring: and arguing 
3.gamfi ~en[e and ex~en~nc.e r Does not alI' the world fee,. that the many 
noble kmgdoms of Spam m Europe are alrnofl: depopulated and ruinated 
by rea[on of their peo.ple's flocking over to the Weft Indies? And do not aU 
other n.ations diminiih in people, after they become poffeJIed of foreign 
plantatIOns? 

." .Anfwer. r. T. anfwer, w:ith fu?m~ffion ~o.better judgm.ents, that in my 
.()pmlOn, contendmg for mnfoflmty ill relIgIOn has contnbuted ten times 
more to the. depopulating ?f Spain than all the American plantations? 
What was It, but that which caufed the expulfion of fo many thoufand 

Moors,. 
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Moors, who had built and inhabited moIl: of the chief cities and towns 
in Andaluzia, Granada, Arragon, and other parts? What was it, but 
that and the inquifition, that has, and does expel fuch vail numbers of 
rich jews, with their families and eIl:ates, into Germany, Italy" Tur~ 
key, Holland, and England r What was it, but that which caufed: thofe 
vail: and long wars between that king and, the Low Countries, and the: 
effufion of fo much Spanifh blood and treafure, and the final lofs of the 
Seven Provinces, which we now fee fo prodigious rich and full of people~, 
while Spain is empty and poor, and Flanders thin and weak, in continuat 
feat" of being made a prey to their neighbours ... 

" 2~ I anfwer; we mun warify difi:inguilli between country and' country;, 
for though plantations may have drained Spain of people, it does not fol
row that they have or will drain England or Holland; becaufe, where, 
liberty and, p!'operty are not fo well preferved, and, where intereft of mo-· 
ney is permitted to go at 12 per cent. therce can. be no confiderable manu-· 
faCluring; and no more of tillage and grazing than as we proverbially. 
fay, will keep life and foul together; and where there is little manufac
turing, and as little hu:f.bandry of lands, the profit of plantations, the 
greateftr part of them, will not redound to the mother-kingdom, but to-
0ther countries, wher.ein there are more manufaClures and more produc
tions from the earth. From hence it follows, plantations thus managed .. 
prove drains of the people from their mother-kingdom; whereas in.plan-· 
tatiollS belonging to mother-kingdoms, or countries where liberty and 
property is better prefer.ved, and interefr of money reftrained to a low. 
rate, the confequence is, that every perf on fent abroad with the negroes and 
utenfils he is conftrained to employ, or that are employed with him,. it 
being cufl:omary in mof!: of our iflands in America upon,every plantation,. 
to employ eight or ten blacks for one white fervant; I fay, in this cafe), 
we may reckon, that for provifiOll5, clothes, and houfehold goods, fea~ 
men, and all others employed about materials for building, fitting, and: 
viClualling of .£hips; every Engli.£hmanin Barhadoes or Jamaica creates., 
employment for four men at home.~' 

Such was the opinion of a great politician near a c.entury ago, and in: 
the following paffage we find it is Ekewife the fentiment of a very cele-· 
brated, one of the prefent age ;, from whence we may fuppofe" that tim~,: 
has wrought no changes in this refpeCl. 

" The old objeCtion, which from an appearance of '.ruth had fome' 
degree of weight b€fore this fubjeCl was thQroughly underftood, thatl 
people going to our plantations weakened the mother-coun try, is n.ow" 

fwm, 



r' .I) 
3~) ,j POL IT teA L ,-. E S SAY S-. ESSAY v. 
Jrom our better acquaintance with the fubjeB:, incontefiibly obviated. l'or 
thofe viho go thither, do it either from a"principle of neceHity, or with a 
view to their making their fortunes. In the firO: cafe they could not, 
,and in the fecond, they would not flay at home. So that when we con
Jider attentively the confeql1e:lces of their going thither with refpeel: to 
Britain, infiead of looki!1g upon fetch people as loft, we ought to confider 
·them as preferved to this country, which, but for our plantations, they 
would not have been. For furely the cafe is much better with refpca to 
this nation, in regard more efpecially to the inhabitants of the northern 
part of this ifland, who repair now in fuch numbers to our colonies, than 
-when they were fcattered through Ruffia, and even throughout Afia as 
'mechanios; fupplied Sweden, France, and Holland, with foJdiers, or flocked 
the wide kingdom of Poland with pedlars. Befides, fuch of thefe people 
as anf wer their ends, ~nd having been fo happy after that as to {urvive, ge
nerally return hither, which from other countries they feldom did or could, 
.and therefore no juft or well grounded fear of depopulation from this caufe 
.can polli bly arife. 

In the next place, this mode of vifiting our moil diftant territories is 
fo far from thinning the mother-country of inhabitants, that it is one, and 
,indeed the principal meallS of making us populohls, by providing fuch a 
·vaft variety of methods for the commodious fubfiflence by labour and 
induflry in this country', as before we had thefe plantations were utterly 
unknown, -and which are alfo continually increafing, as the commerce 

_ -with our colonies is increafed. Upon this very principle it may be truly 
affirmed, that as the plantations preferve the £kill and labour of thofe who 
. go thither from being loR: to their country, as they would be if they went 
any where elre; fo by furniihing a great variety of new employments, 
and different means of fubfiflence, they take away much of the neceffity, 
and many of thofe temptations to going abroad that there were, and 
which, as has been obferved, actually operated to this purpofe in former 
·times; and for the fame reafon that London is always full of people, and 
Holland is better inhabited than other countries, that is, becaufe there 
are more means ofliving in this city than in other parts of Britain, and in 
that province than through the refl: of Europe; therefore, the fupport 

.given by the commerce of the colonies keeps more people in, and attracts 
more people to Britain than otherwife we iliould have, or -indeed without 
thofe he1p-s could be able to maintain *." 

To h.ave give;1 my fentiments on this p0irit, after the "fubje& had been 
treated 111 [0 capItal a manner, I thought much lefs to the reader's fatisfac ... 

tio:Q. 
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tion than inferting thofe of fuch difiinguiilied writers; for I mufi always 
think, that a quotation, however long, which conneers a fubjeCt, and 
throws the whole into a complete point of view, is better than re-compof
ing the fentiments of others, for the fake of avoiding long extracts. I 
flave but one {hort remark to add, which is, that both thefe writers, how., 
ever penetrating, fpeak only in generals. Their expreffions are, the colo .... 
'nits, or tbe plantations, without fpecifying any difiinCtion between thofe -
which poffefs fiaples and· thofe which have none; or, in other words, 
between· thofe which are benefi~ial to us, and thofe which are prejudicial. 
From the preceding reviewofourfettlernent13 it appears; that the northern: 
colonies are very prejudicial to this kingdom, particularly in becoming its' 
rivals inJI1.apuf4aures1 trade, fifhery, and na.vig.at-ion. Now, admitting 
we ihould <;ertainly lofe thofe fubjeCts who migrate thither, had we no: 
colonies· f~r them to go to, which is a clear faa;- yet there is furely a. very 
great .difference; b~twee11 their increafing;- the numbers and riches of a 
people'that are our rivals, and thofe of othersfromwhQm we have no":,, . 
thing to fear. The mechanics of Afia, -and the pedlars of Poland~ are of 
no injury to us in trade. But if this ·di·~r~nceexifis,as it mofi affuredly 
does, there muO: be tenthoufand times' a greater between migrations to' 
the prejudicial and the hmeficial colonies ;.for·in the firfi they add to' the' 
evils we already fuffer, but in the latter they are attended with all thofe.: 
eKcellent confequences fo well defcribed in the above quotations *. ' 

The difiinCli6n; therefore, between ourco16nies, which I have fo often' 
urged, hold as {hong in this inO:ance as in all the refi, and their general. 
force will be not a little eviderit, if we throw the ftibftance of what has '. 
appeared 'relative to thefe three points· of Britain's wealth, power,' and, 
'pppulation, as affeaed,by her colonies,., into the, fQllowiug. p~ain conclu~·· 
fiolls : . 

L That the fugar colonie~ add to the wealth of this: nation annually , 
3,8S2'96~1. or 121. 5 s. I d. per head; for their inhabitants employ 5,600; 
of our feamen, or I to every 55 of their people, and increafe thepopu~ -
ladon of the kingdom by a var>ietyof means., 

II. That the fouthern-continental .. colonies increafe -the wealth of this, 
nation ann,ually 972,700 I. or 71. 10 S.· p~r head; .for ·their .inhabitants . 

* Henc~ reCults a neceffity of regulating the migrations; for nine-tenths·{)f thore who go to> 
.America, go to thofe northern colonies. "In fome years," fays a late writer,. " more peo
ple have tran{ported themfelves into Pen{ylvania than into all the{)ther fettlements together." , 
Eur'opean Settlements, vol. ii. p. 205. It is highly neceffary abfolu.tely to prohibit one fingle 
perCon goi.og thi.ther. Whoever leaves the.kingdom iliould be made to fettle where they may 
be benefiCial to It. -

employ 
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employ 3,700 of our feamen, or I to every 34.of tlieir people, and ill" 

crea[e the population of the kingdom by various methods. - -

HI. That the tobacco colonies add to the wealth of this nation annually 
831,4-98/. or I I. 2 s. ~d. per head; for their inhabitants employ 3000 of 
our feamen, or I to every 250 of their people, and increafe the popula-
tion of the kingdom by divers .means. -

IV. That the northern c010nies, and fuch parts of the tobacco ones as 
are not employed on the cultHre of their fl:aples, confume manufactures, 
not Britifh, to the ,amount of 10, 166,044 I.-That the northern colo- -
nies are highly prejudicial to the wealth and power of Britain, in beating 
her out of.a part of her European trade, and much of her American 
commer.ce and fifhery; in depriving her of the employment of 3°,000 

[earnen, and Q,500,,000 I. in freights; and lafUy, that they are injurious 
to her pOpulatiOR. 

SEC T. IV. 

Vi the DefeRs zn their Ejlablijhmmts, ant:{ the Means of remedying 
them.. 

T HEdefeCl:s in our colonies are of two kinds, I. thore which refult 
- from their climate, fituation, &c. and, Q. thofe proceeding from a 

mifiaken policy in Britain, or the want of a vigorous execution of a bene
ficial one. 

'The :firfi have been in a good meafure explained in the preceding 
review of them; but for the fake of perfpicuity, I !hall fum thel11 up in 
this place.--It appears that the original and grand evil a.ttending them 
was, the fettlement of fa conGderable a part in a climate incapable of 
yielding the commodities wanting in Britain. There are many who will 
doubt-lefs accufe me of prejudice againf!: the northern colonies, but it will 
be veryunjufily; I have no prejudice againf!: the people, but a fl:rong one 
againfl: their climate and country; and readily allow, that the inhabitants 
are not at all to blame for any (or at leaf!: but few) of the evils mentioned 
in the 1aft feajon. Ifa European nation will be fa impolitic as to permit, 
and even encourage colonies in a climate like their own, which cail yield 
them none of thofe artic1es of commerce and confumption which they 
purchafe of foreigners, they furely cannot, in an after-age, complain of 
tr>:' ~nr(]uences. . After fuffering, and even affifting the peopling of the 
northern colonies, was it to be fuppofed that they were to go naked, be-

cau[e 
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.caufe they could not afford tp buy cloathing from Britain? Or to go with
out food, becaufe they could not buy implements of her to till the ground? 
Or to live in unfurniilied houfes, becaufe they had not wherewithal to 
purchafe furniture of the mother-country? Such fuppofitions would have· 
been ftrangely idle. Was it any more to be wondered at, that finding 
ihoals of marketable filh in their very harbours, they ihould catch and 
fell them? and feeling the importance of their fituation for trade, and 
the feamen. their fiihery maintained, that they ihould enter into com
merce as much as they were able? For many years after their fettlement, 
it was impoffible they fuould have any manufaCtures worth fpeaking of; 
their fiihery and trade were therefore all they had to purchafe them with, 
and very great folly, methinks, it had been in them to have ihut their 
eyes to the only light they had to guide them. . 

Neceffity, however, increafed their manufaCtures by degrees, and they 
were attended with an equal increafe in their trade and £lihery, until at 
laft they could do without the affifl:ance of Britain in the one, and rival 
her in the others. But are they therefore to blame? By no means. Thefe 
have been the natural confequences of their £lrft fettlements; and though 
in fome inftances they may have carried their oppqjition to the mother
country to an unjufl:i£lable length, yet the little attention they met with 
from home in increafing the few ftaples they had, makes us not much 
furprized at their refentment; and efpecial1y, while the chain of natural 
confequences operated fo ftrongly in throwing them into fuch a fyfl:em of 
rivalry. 

It is impoffible that the manufaCtures of a colony ihould rife to the 
ftlpplying the home-confumption and ftop there, while fuch country pof
feffes a foreign trade. Exportation mlffl enrue: but when that is the cafe, 
whatever precautjons a mother-country may take to guard againfl: danger, 
yet the creation of that danger mufl: undoubtedly have been in herfelf. 

But what ihall we fay to a fyfiem of politics, direCtly contrary to thefe 
plain facts, taking place feveral ages after the effeCts ofJuch colonies were 
not only conjectured, explained, and writ upon by various authors, but 
after the commercial and manufacturing part of the nation mufl:Jeel the 
confequences of them; n~y, after every man of common fenfe in the 
kingdom mufi have feen, and confidered the difference between tobacco and 
fugar, or corn and £lih ;-And after all this, what are we to think of expend
ing above a million f1:erling in planting another colony yet more to the 
north than any of the reft! a colony, which many years after that ex
pence exported only to the amount of r8t. 6 s. 3 d. -...- Such was the 

A a a export 



POL I T' I CAL E S SAY S. 1 

export of Nova Scotia in the year 176 I. If in another century or two 
this kingdom was to feel as many evils from the Nova Scotians as we 
have done from the New Englanders, &c, upon whom ihoulCl the blame 
lie? The inhabitants, for taking the readiefl: means of maintaining them
felves; or Britain, for planting them * ! 

As the Edt and original defeCl: in our northern colonies is the rerllIt of 
the climate, a defeCl: of fuch prodigious confequence as to Ibe attended 
with, and cau[e an hundred others; and as this is fo very manifefl:,. there 
is the lefs occafion for enlarging upon it. I ihall therefore proceed to 
explain, as well as I am able, thofe which (exclufive of the climate) are 
the refult of Britain's falfe policy; by which I mean [uch as might have 
been prevented, after the firfl: grand mifl:ake was made. 

I. Thefe northern colonies, long after their difadvantageous nature 
was known, were continually increafed by freill migrations from Europe; 
which, as I before obferved, ought totally to have been prevented, and 
fuch migrations have been encouraged only to the beneficial colonies. 

II. Notwithflanding thefe fettlements were found to be fo infinitely 
inferior in the flaple productions of cultivation to the more foutherly 
ones, yet the country, by means of due encouragement, might have fup
plied Britain with timber, copper, and iron, and other naval flores, and 
perhaps with hemp and flax. But long experience proved, that none of 
thefe would be tranfported to Europe without great encouragement. The 
very great importance of being fuppliecl from America with thefe, (of 
which more hereafter) ought to have occaiioned fuch vigorous encourage
ment as would have efteCl:ed the point, whereas the encouragement given 
to [orne of thefe articles was weak, and ill-judged, and others were not 
encouraged at all. 

1 I L The great defeCt in the tobacco colonies, and which has occafioned 
the decline of thofe valuable fettlements in comparifon to their population 
is, the want of frefh land for their flaple. This they were deprived of 
by the encroachments of the :French before the laft war; and, :fince the 
peace, by the bounds fixed to the colonies by the proclamation of oao
ber 7, . 176S. 

*' Say [om~ ?f my readers, if there northern colonies are [0 prejudicial, how came the 
French, a political peopl~, to take Cuch pains to [eize and fettle Cape Breton? I an(wer; the 
Fiench aBed thereon With the utmo(t prudence; for they fettled in Cape Breton, that is, built 
LO'il~Durg as ~ place of jiren:;tb alld fi.Clirity; a p~otellion to. their EUI~opean ./ijhery, they did not 
colon.ze Of P"r-llt the lfland: nor uld ever LouIfburgh flval St. IVlaloes. The difference 
therefore bet ,'/een the cond uCl: of the two nations is very great. 

IV. The 
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IV. The aforefaid proclamation, in firaitening the hounlls of the colo
nies, threw vafi numbers in the northern ones, as well as in the tobacco 
ones, into manufaCtures, fifheries, trade, &c. who would have left thofe 
colonies, and become the planters of Haple commodities in fertile lands, 
had fuch been provided for them, f!./ which there is enough in our domi
nions in North America, butfrom which that proclamation totally excludes 
them. . 

V. Even in the fouthem-continental, and likewife in the tobacco colo
nies, the inhabitants might make feveral other Haples, befides what they 
at prefent employ themfelves upon, to the great profit of Britain; but, for 
want of due encouragement, fnch improvements do not take place. And 
even the fugar colonies themfelves are by no means cultivated in fo com
plete a manner as they might be; many improvements have been pro
pofed for theIn, but none executed. 

VI. Since the late war, Britain laid the trade of the colonies under fome 
very HriCt regulations, which certainly cut off many inlets by which they 
formerly received much Spaniih and Portuguefe coin. The principle upon 
which fuch regulations were formed, of fecuring to the mother-country 
a,lone all matters of commerce, I have already attempted to prove jufl: and 
neceifary; but it was a very great omiffion at the fame time not to give 
the people, who had before been employed in trade, proper methods of 
maintaining themfelves without it. This was omitted, and the natural 
confequence was, an immediate and great increafe of their manufaCtures. 
At the fame time, to circumfcribe their trade, and keep them from fettling 
and planting the fertile lands unoccupied, that would produce ftaples, and 
which they even petitioned for, was abfolutely driving them, whether 
they would or not, to manufaCtures. The confequential increafe is well 
known. 

VII. It has long been a very great defeCt in the conduCt of Britain, to 
leave the Bahama and Summer Iilands, which are univerfally allowed to 
be very fertile fpots, the firO: in all tropical produc:tions, and the Jaft 
admirably adapted to vines, in fuch an uncultivated flate; and efr=cially 
at a time when thofe produCtions bear fuch a price in Britain, and her 
rivals are fo fuperior to her in the poifeffion of Vvefl: Indian territory. 

The firO: .0f thefe defeCts requires no explanation; but the fecond mufl: 
not be paife~ over without examining a little into the repeated aifertions, 
that the northern colonies aCtually could fupply Britain with all the iron, 
timber, &c. that :/be imports from the Baltick; becau[,~, if the faa is im-

A a a 2 prac1icabl,,:, 
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praCticable, it is very improper to rank the want of its being executed 
among the defeCts in Britifh policy. 

Timber, it is agreed by all parties, (as indeed the faCt is indifputable) 
is produced in all thefe northern colonies in the utmoil: plenty and per
feCtion. Of all the objeCtions that have been made to procuring it 
from thence, not one has denied the exiil:ence or the quality of it; they 
have objected only to the expence of freight. But I am at prefent enquir
ing only into the quality of thefe propofed il:aples; as to the means of being 
fupplied with them, I iliall touch upon them hereafter. Deals, plank, 
fquared pieces, &c. &c. it is univerfally allowed, are in every refpect equal, 
and in many fuperior, to any produced in Ruffia, Sweden, or Norway; 
and the variety of forts much greater. 

vVith refpect to iron, the cafe has been different; for it has been 
. ftrongly conteil:ed, that the quality of the American iron is not equal to 
that of the Swediili. It iliould, however, be remarked, that this plea has 
been chiefly ufed by very interefl:ed men, fuch as the proprietors of Eng
liili iron-works, who, fearing that if the builnefs was to get into a regu
lar courfe with America, the price of their iron might fink, (which, by 
the bye, would be a great public benefit); they determined, at all events,.. 
to oppofe the fcheme; and accordingly, in 1749, when the point was 
debated in both hou[es of parliament, they prefented numerous petitions 
againfl: a bill to encourage it; urging, that the American iron was by no 
means equal to the Swedii11 *. However, as their own intereil: was fo 
nearly concerned, much dependance fhould not be placed in their allega
tions; and efpecially, as feveral very fair trials had before determined the 
point againfl: them. In the year 1735 it was tried in all the king's yards, 
and found to be equal to the befl: Swediih iron t, as appears by the report 
of the officers of thofe yards. Even in the debate above-mentioned the 
advocates for the colonies made good their pretenfions, and brouO'ht fo 
many proofs. of the. excellence of their iron, that, in fpite of ~ very 
wa~m 0l?pofitlOn, a bIll I?aifed for the encouragement of the importation~ 
wlllch~ lIke moil: other bills of the [arne fort, was attended with no effeCt t, 

'$ Tindal's Continuation of Rapin, vol. xxi. p. 411. t Officers Report, July, !735. 
t Tindal, in his account of the debate, fays, that even this bill would not have palTed had 

not the court been out of humour with the Swedes; for that former attempts of the fame 
nature bad come. ~o ~othing, ~ecaufe difcountenanced by the miniftry~ in tendernefs to 
fo:elgners. The hlfl:omn was. fight enough in the fau, but it ought to have been ftained 
with the blackeft colours of hlfftory. What! difcourage our own plantations, and in th! 

conequen~es, o.ur .n:anuf~C}ures, our !rad~, our naviga.tion, in tendernels to a peo;le whQ 
favour us In no indiVidual In~an~e, but takIng 30,0001. In caih from us annually! In tender
ne(, to them 1 ihame on a hl[lomm, thilt could with fo much flng froid mention {uch a fact I 

Th.e 
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The confiant experience of the colonies in fome of their own manufac- . 
tures ever fince has proved the goodnefs of their iron; but in others they 
have negleCted their own metal for want of abilities to carryon the works. 
The faCt therefore, of their iron being of a quality proper to fubftitute in 
the place of all the Swedifh, is, in the opinions of the mofl: difinterefied 
and beft judges, indubitable *. 

Hemp and flax are more doubtful points; not the goodnefs of fuch as 
they produce, but the praCticability of their raifing fufficient quantities, 
A late author t firongly infifts, that the lands of New England and New 
York are by no means ftrong and rich enough for thofe exhaufiing 
plants. " The proper foil for them," fays he, " is fuch as a white 
oak fwamp, which has a firong clay bottom, or the low grounds upon 
the fides of a fwamp or brook, but not in them. Upon thefe they grow 
fome that is very good, but it is not fa much as they require for their own 
ufe, nor can we expeCt thofe countries to produce much more. They are 
obliged to import great quantities of hemp, and pay a double freight for 
it from Ruffia and from England, infiead of making it to fu pply the 
nation. Thus the prefent bounty on hemp and flax will only ferve as the 
late one did, to fet the colonies about growing thefe commodities, in order 
to manufaCture them, infiead of fupplying the nation with them. They 
have made many hundred tons, but have been obliged to manufaCture it 
all, if it be not a [ample or two; it is not a bounty that they want, but a 
proper foil and climate, fuch as thofe upon the Miffiffipi and Ohio. They 
lately had a bounty of I ~ I. a ton granted for hemp fent to Britain by the 
province of New York, which expired without any effect; and after the 
bounty was granted in queen Anne's time, people were fent to New Eng
land to induce that colony to plant it, which they have never been able 
to do, as it exhaufis both their corn-land and manure, they tell us t.t' 

Thefe circumfiances certainly feem very firong, and give us great rea
fon to think that Hal;: and hemp will never be ftaples in either New Eng
land or New York; and :fl:i11 le[s that it will be produced further north, 
notwithfianding another writer aiferting, that there are . many thou
fand acres of as rich a marle as any in the univerfe ten or fifteen feet 

* Ret/Jons for encouraging the Importatifm oJ,fron in Barsfrom his Majefly's Plantatiirns in Ame
rica, folio, 1749. 

t Preflnt State, p. 145· .. 
t Prefent Slalff, p. J 45. Hemp reqtures fuch very ihong land to produce it, that it would 

'ConCume all our dung to raife it in any greH qU:lntittes; fo that we {hould not be able to 
caife bread corn; therefore, how inv.iting foever. the trade is, and how great [oever tire 
encouragements have been, both from home and by our own governments, we have not as 
yet engaged in that affair. Eliot's Effa)'S on Fi&/d-Hi;fbandry in New El7gland~ vol. i. p. r s. 

6, deep 
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deep u the ifthmus between Fort Beaufejour and Bey Vert; nor is his 
khemc of cultivating it upon the River St. Lawrence more likely i!". 

Lut tLerc appears no reafon why it fhould not be produced in quanti
ties in Penl}Tlvania, which lies much to the fouthward of 2.ny of them, 
ar.d \vh~cl'. already produces fome quantities of flax-feed. The author of 
the Prr;/ent State aiferts, that the lands in Virginia and Maryland are too 
llJLlCh exhaufted with tobacco; but this is not the cafe with Penfylvania, 
where likewife there .can be no fear of a want of corn, as they produce 
large quantities for exportation. I only hint this as a point which is 
yet unknown; the fame reafons which are urged againH its culture more 
Donhw:ll-d not being applicable to it here. However, whether it is pro
cluced in thefe northern provinces at all or not, is nor of fuchconfequence 
as it would be had we no other where it may moil undoubtedly. 

Of copper, we are told t, there is a very rich mine in New Jerfey, 
and 1 know no writer that hCi,s contradiCted the affertion. "With due encou:
ragement it might certainly be made to turn to very great account to this 
nation; but without, it might as well never have been opened. 

As to mafts, yards, boltfpiits, pitch, and tar, &c. &c. and even com
plete fllips, it is very well known that thefe colonies produce the firft in. 
great abundance, and of an uncommon goodnefs, and build a large num .. 
bel' of the latter. As to .theufe of thefe, more hereafter. 

Potallies met with fome encouragement from the government: but as 
if there was a fatality upon all their attempts of encouragement, the very 
commodity was not. known, for which a reward of 3000 I. was given for 
the art to make! The reafon whypotaih was fo long before it could be 
made to turn to any account was, their not knowing what it was, but 
took it to be only a common faIt of allies made by lixivation, and that both 
in Britain and the plantations. This appears from the government hav
ing given a reward of 3000 t. for making fuch a common lixivial faIt, 
that is made by every chemifl:'s apprentice, and even by the common 
country-people in England, both for the chemifts and thofe who make it 
into [(arl q/h, by calcining it again. But the commodity that is wanted 
by the name ofpotafn in Britain is made with much lefs labour and ex
:pence than any of thefe lixivial faIts, and at the [.1.me time contains the 
INhale fubilance of the allies, infiead of nothing but the little fubfiance 

,jO l\1r. Aufcin's Letter ill MuJe!!?ll Rl:flicum, vol. iv. p. loB • 
. :" E:!ropean SettlemCJIts) vol. ii,p. 188. 

that 
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that is -in them; while it bears a great~r price in Britain; by which 
means there is not lefs perhaps than a thoufand per cent. difference in the 
profits of making right potafh, and this faIt of allies that the government 
purchafed the art of making o:~. 

From different managements, however, this point at Iaft· was brought 
at leaft to a certainty, that the colonies could fupply us with it; for a few 
years ago, the potaihes -exported.by thefe northern .~olonies amounted to . 
upwards of 3.0 ,000 I. t 

I now come to the third defea~ that of the want of freih land in OUi . 

tobacco colonies, from the peculiar policy of the mother-country in hem
ming their inhabitants within even ftraiter bounds than was offered by 
the incroachments of the French themfelves. As I have more than once 
heard this aiTertion controverted, it is neceiTary to beftow a few pages· 
upon the proving it. This, clearing the way, if I may be allowed the' 
expreffi'On, is rather tedious, but highly neceiTary, for thefe feveral defec:l:s. . 
rnuft be not only pointed out, but explained, before the reader can pollibly 
comprehend the expediency and practicability of the remedies I i1lall 
hereafter.propofe. . 

" A field, planted with tobacco, and then with Indiancotn,B fays a 
Ute writer, " is as bare as a randy defatt, and hardly produces a blade of 
grafs, although it has much more manure laid upon it than any thing 
that grows. It is for this reafon that mof!: of our tobacco plantations are 
broke up; the people have been obliged to quit them many years ago, 
after all their charges and improvements upon them, and to retire to the 
mountains, where they find fome frdh lands fit to produce that commo
dity, which are the fuppoort of the tobacco trade; but thefe will in a {hort 
time be worn out as the reft have been, and when that happens, there 
mufi be an end of the tobacco trade, without a fupply of frefh lands fit 
to produce that exhaufting we~d, as well as to maintain cattle to manure 
them, with convenient ports and inland navigation to ibipoff fuch a grc[s 
and bulky commodity t." In another place, he fays, --" To live by 
planting, as it is called, or by the making of their prefent fiaplecommo
dities for Britain, it is found from daily experience in the tobacco colonies, 
where they have hitherto fubfified in that manner, that a planter fhould 
have forty or fifty acres of land for every labourer: where they are 
reduced to lefs, they are (60n obliged to leave off that manner of living, 

t Contll in America, Pref. p. 22 •. 

:t Prefent State, p. 15 [. 
That 
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That quantity of land is required not only to produce their fiaple com
modities, and to fupply them with frefh lands, as they wear out, but 
to afford a large range for their fiock, which fhould in a manner main
tain themfelves, while the people befiow their time and labour upon their 
fiaple commodities for Britain, otherwife they cannot live by them. But 
it appears, from a particular inquiry into the number of people and quan
tity of land, that in many of thefe colonies they have but ten or twelve 
acres a head, in others not above twenty; and not a fufficient quantity in 
any of them to live merely by making tobacco *. And further 011, "Their 
lands are fq exhaufied, that they do not produce above a third part of what 
they ufed to do. Formerly they made 3 or 4 hogiheads a ihare, that is, for 
every labourer, where they cannot now make one to" That this great want 
of freih land is no modern idea, appears plain from the following paffage 
written in the beginning of the late war. " A tobacco-planter in Virginia 
and l\1aryland, where lands in general are much better than in any part of 
North America, reckons, he fhould have fifty acres of land for every worker, 
as they generally run: where they are confined to lefs, they either leave off 

-making tobacco, as all our white people have done in a great meafure in 
the lower parts of thofe countries, to make the neceffaries of life, corn, 
provifions, and cloathing jor are obliged, tb remove to and beyond the 
Apalachean mountains, where they may have plenty of good and fre:fh 
lands, as a great part of the poor people in the tobacco colonies have 
been obliged to do of late. if they are confined then within the Apala
chean mountains, as they mufi be by the French incroachments upon the 
Ohio, they will foon be forced to leave off making fuch plenty of tobacco 
as they have done, or any other fuch cheap commodity for Britain t." 

I fhall forbear to extend thefe authorities further, becaufe I think them 
dear; firfi, as one affertion was evidently advanced above ten years ago, 
and upon a quite different occafion from the other. It was urged, to 
fhew the great confequence of the back-country to the production of to
bacco and other fl:aples, that the nation might not be. ignorant of the 
importance of the country ufurped by the French; and the fame plea 
was urged again upon the proclamation of Oaober 7th, 1763, which 
refirained all our p1anters to the fources of the rivers falling into the 
Atlantic Ocean; that is, to yet narrower bounds than thofe encroachments 
-of the French even pretended. Such circumfiances amount to a proof; 
1mt if they were tota1ly wanting, there are others fufficient to convince 
the leafi confiderate. 

'" Prefent State, p. J 36. t Ibid. p. 140. 

::: GmtVi in dmerica, pref. p. 32. 1757. 
,\ It 
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It is very well known, that planting tobacco upon lands fufficiently 
fertile, or in other words, frejh, is much the moil: profitable employment 
the people- of Virginia and Maryland have: for which realon they have 
all continued to plant it as long as their lands would yield it, and rome 
even to 10[s j nor were they drove to change it for com and common 
farming, until they muil: either adopt the latter, or be ruim:d by their 
tobacco. This is fufficiently evident, from their fields producing a third 
lefs than formerly. Now, the quantity of tobacco they produced has been 
for near thirty years,as appears by the cufiom-houfe entries, nearly at a 
fiand; that is, it-has increafed by no means in proportion to the increafe 
of the number of people *. In the year 1748, they were judged to pro
duce as much as atprefent t; whereas the people mnn: be near double. 
In the preceding {ketch it appears, that their tobacco does not amount to 
above 9 s. 6 ~ d. per head of the whole people, whereas thofe totally em
ployed on fo good a fiaple earn 5 t. a head-; from whence it is clear, that 
nine-tenths of the people are employed on fomething elfe, which is proof 
enough that they cannot plant tobacco, that being the firfi object of them 
all. If thefe circumfiances are duly confidered, they will furely be 
allowed a convincing proof, that the aiTertions in the above pa£fages are 
not only true, but that it is impoffible in the prefent flate of things that 

. they !hould be falre. ' 

. The'feal faa in this falfe policy of Britain is this: She was _above ten 
years ago fo well convinced of the importance of thofe back countries for 
the cultivation of fiaple commodities, that !he entered into a war to fecure 
her right to them. That war, and the fucceeding peace, confirmed her 
right, and even put them abfolute1y into her hands. What is the confe
quence of this? Doubtlefs you will fay, the tobacco planters had then 
land enough, and the fiaple increafed to the great emolument of the 
nation. - No fuch matter; the country was no fooner in their power 
than out comes the before-mentioned proclamation, that no foul ihall go 
near it; and all governors are required to prevent any fettlements in it. 
The confequences of fuch infatuation I have {ketched; they continue to 
operate, and will operate, till the people in the tobacco colonies manu
facture even for exportation. 

This meafure, however, like mofi others, that it is poffible to name, 
met with an advocate who defends them, (or it may pollibly be thought 

* In 1733 the produce was 75,oOb hoglheads. See Lac,y's Obfervatiam ,on the Nature of 
thl Tobacco Trade, folio, 1733. , 

t Ander[on's Dedut'lim, vol. ii. p. 387' 
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only hints at a defence) in the followingwords:-" The reader will obferve, 
and pollibly with fame furprize, that in this difiribution (he has been 
fpecifying the new governi11ents, thofe of Eaft and Wefi Florida, and 
Canada, laid down by the proclamation) much the longefi, and perhaps 
the moft valuable part of our conquefis does not fall into any of thefe 
governments; that the environs of the great lakes, the fine countries on 
the whole courfe of the Ohio, and the Ouabache, and almofi all that tract 
of .Louifiana, which lies on the hither-fide of the Miffiffippi, are none 
of them comprehended inJhis difiribution. The government of Wefi Flo
rida extends in no part above half a degree from the fea.-:Many reafons 
may be affigned for this apparent omiffion. A confideration of the Indi
ans was, we prefume, the principal, becaufe it might have given a fen
fible alarm to that people, if they had feen us formally cantoning out 
their whole country into regular efiabliiliments. It was in this idea that 
the royal proclamation of the ith of October 1763 firiCtly forbids any 
purchafe or fettlements beyonds the limits of the three above-mentioned 
governments, or any extenfion of our old colonies beyond the heads of 
the rivers which fall from the wefiward into the Atlantic Ocean; referv
ing exprefsly all the territory behind thefe as an hunting ground for 
the Indians. The crown, however, retains its right of making pur
chafes and agreements with the Indians. This reftraint is founded on 
reafon and equity; but we cannot help obferving, that the neceffity of 
fuch a reftraint feems to detract fomewhat from the force of thofe argu
ments which have been ufed to prove the value of our acquifitions on this 
continent. About the beginning of the war, a map of the middle fettle
ments was publi!hed, (Dr. Mitchel's) in which thefe back countries were 
for the firfi: time laid down with exacrnefs. A pamphlet accompanied the 
mctp by the fame author, (The Conttft in America) whq feemed perfectly 
well acquainted with that part of the world". In this pamphlet it vvas 
aiTerted, that not\vithHanding the vaG: extent of territority which even 
then we poiTeiTed in North America, the nature of the country was fuch, 
that ufeful land b~g~n to be f~arce", and that our fettlements muG: !hortly 
be checked and Imllted by thIs clfcmnfiance. The great expediency, 
almofl: the abfolute neceffity of a further extent of our territories there, 
was urged upon this principle; and many fchemes of trade and manufac
ture were grounded upon it. It is vifible, that the execution of thde 
fchemes muf1: be for a while at leaft fufpended. However, it is not im
riC Jle tnat pa;-tic'Jiar interefts, and, at that particular time, an inten
tIOn likewife in favenlr of the national interefl, may have perfuaded thefe 
writers to rcprdent the fcarcity of improveable land on the hither fide of 
the mountaim to be 111'.'.ch greater than in reality it is *." 

'.i' "i'UJi;w! Rc:;i;7er, 1763> p. 2.0, 

In 
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In the firft place, as to this writer's remark on the confideration of the 
Indians, that this was not the inducement for fuch a policy, is very clear, 
from other parts of our conduCt to them at that very time. The go
vernment of Wef!: Florida was ef!:abliilied with an intention of coloni:-
zation in one of the traCts of the couRtry mentioned by this writer, the 
traCt on the hither-fide of the Miffiffippi, or on land as much belonging 
to the Indians as that more to the northvvard; only it extends no further 
from the fea than to be one _of the wretche'clef!: and mof!: unwholefome 
barren fpots in the univerfe; for aproof of which, fee all the French and 
{}ther wi'iters * who have defcribed it: but the fame writers, and all 
others agree, that as foon as the country grows hilly it becomes as fine 
a one as any in the world; . of vyhich more hereafter. But it may be faid, 
that Wef!: Florida was in poffeffion of the French, and not of the Indians: 
--:-fo was the co~ntry northwards, as anyone may fee by looking into, 
Du Pratz, who iliews that they found the maritime part fo difmally bar
ren, that all, except the town of New Orleans, removed to the high coun
try, where their principal plantations were: therefore this argument 
proves as much againf!: one as the other. If Wef!: Florida was colonized 
at all for political motives relative to the fea-coaft, it ought certainly to 
have been upon the plan of the Fren~h,to have had a port 9n the fea, 
but all the plantations in .the, baC:k country on the river. 

But this was not the only point in which the attention to the: Indians 
was merely imaginary; {or although the planters were kept from fettling 
behind the mountains, yet a chain of forts was' preferved through the 
heart of the whole countr"y, and forts much more than defencelefs plan
tations move the jealoufy of the Indians; a proof of which this author 
himfelf furnifhes me with; and it is a pa{fage' that totally contradiEts the 
former one I inferted before. -- " The Indians were alarmed when they 
confidered the fituation of the places of fhength we had acquired by con
queR and by treaty in their country. Vie poffefi'c;d a chain of forts upon 
the fouth of Lake Erie, which fecured all the communications with th€ 
Ohio and the Miffiffippi. We po{feffecl the Detroit, ,yhich [ccllres the 
communication of higher and lower America. We had dra',vn a chain of 
forts :P'ound the beR hunting country they had left." Nmv, I fhould 
defire to know wherein we could more have offended the Indians by CClll

to:iiJzg out tbeir country into regular eftablijhments, or could have drawn 
on us a E:verer war than enrued upon the alarm they took at o,ur forts; 
the feverei1: Indian war VIC ever experienced! Much lefs jealouty' would 

'~, 

,*' I'u Pr(ltz' Rift, LOuijia'la, yol. i. p. 52. Du lldont. lI..fcm. dela LouiJianfl, vol ii. p .. 80. 
C/)arjc;;i~' fliJ!. N. Frailce, vol. vi. p. 263. Heircra, .J?ec. 111. 1. tl. c. 8. 
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they have taken at letting our colonies filently have extended themfelves .. 
tnfiead of which, we preferve the forts ata great expenee to ourfelves, to 
irritate them as much as if tjtablijhments had attended them, which would 
have been of fnch infinite national importance. If the one of this writer's 
ientirnents does not contradict the other, I know not what can. 

But fuppofing it had given umbrag,e to the Indians, were we in tIie 
name of common fenCe to give up the moft valuable interefts of tfle nation 
to oblige a ret of barbarians, whofe only delight is that ofentting the 
throats of our people! To cheat and defraud them of their land l (1 freely 
acknowledge the land is theirs alone) is infamous; but what ohjeCtions to 
the crown's purchafing fairly and honourably (and not like truck-houfe 
traders) the tracts of country required? ~ll their complaints' and diifa
tisfacrion have arofe from being tricked in bartering, never againft fair 
purchafes;- they are ever ready to fell land to the fair purchafer, and.. 
hever quarrel withjitcb for having bought it. . 

But, fays he, particular illtel"ijis may have induced writers to miJ-· 
reprefenf the want of land. Whatever particular interefl:s might have 
to do in the cafe, is of little confequence, as I have proved from un
doubtedjeu7s, that the general interefts of the kingdom required the freili. 
lands, in the tobacco trade declining in proportion to the people from a 
want of, them. \Vllatever therefore private intereft may fuggef!:: or endea
vour to difplay, the point is fa extremely clear with refpeCt to the public, 
that to prove it nothing of the £irft is requifite. 

But, he goes on, many SCHEMES of. trade and manzifallure were 
grounded upon it, (the frtjh land) wbich mufl be JuJPended. As to 
/chenzes, as they are invidiouIly termed" there were none.-·Dr. Mitchel 
only fet forth the decline of the tobacco, and otller ftaple trades; affigned 
and proved the reafon to be, a want of fre£h land, and pointed out the 

/- remedy, but built no fchemes. upon it. But fuppofing he had, as there 
was room for many of the mof!:: beneficial undertakings this kingdom had 
ever experienced, wh~t does the writer mean by being fz~fpended? He 
does not tell lISo I will therefore fupply the orniffion~ The fufpenuon 
has been t~at of an increafe in the plantation of tobacco, at the very time 
when ,the mcreafing numbers of the people required a quadrup1e increafe 
of thEIr ftaple. It has been that of the export of Britifu commodities. It 
h:ls dro,:Te the people of the colonies, who every day grew more nume
J'Cl.::S, vi'lthfewer means of fupport from their land, into manufactures .. 
And this WrIter will poHibly agree j that "''i'hen once their fupnnumeraries. 

5 '~e 
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are become manufaaurers, it will require more than Britifh policy to con
vert them into planters. 

The fifth defea in the condua of this kingdom refpeain~ her colonies 
is, the want of introducing and promoting new fiaples, and this particu
larly in the tobacco colonies, and thofe to the fouthward .. 

Silk is much cultivated in Georgia, and fome made in Carolina; but I 
have met with no accounts of the production of any in the tobacco colo
nies, although they being the mofi populous of the fouthem ones, and 
wanting ftaples upon the decline of their grand one more than any. 
Mulberry trees are fpontaneous, and in the greatefi plenty over the whole 
country, and no climate can be better adapted to the filk worm than theirs. 
The 7 So,ooopeople in them might make, with the utmofl: eafe, r,ooo,oooib. 
which would fell for a million fierling, which is three times as much as 
all their tobacco produces: And I have in another place fhewn, that 
fuch a produtlion would interfere fcarce at all with the cultivation of their 
tobacco, or any other vegetable they might raife; but when once they 
were a little experienced in the bufinefs, more than three times that quan
tity might be produced~ 

Wine and raiGns might likewife be raifed in an thefe fouthem colonies 
to the full fupply of all Europe, if a vent could be found for them, and 
of a quality as good as any that Europe already produces; and yet the 
legiDature has never given any attention to this very important point. As 
many kinds of vines grow naturally in thefe colonies, it is furprizing that 
we have fo long neglected the attempting to fupply ourfelves with wine 
from thence. This commodity could never interfere with the produce of 
the mother-country; and if brought to perfection, as there is the greatefi 
reafon to expect, confidering the different climates of our colonies, would 
be a direCt rivaHhip of one of the main branches of the commerce of the 
French, and hurt them more than the 10fs of many battles. A modern 
French writer computes, that by the fale of their wines to foreigner&, 
they gain a million fier1i.nt?' annually, which is. m.or.e than our colonies. 
gain by their tobacco and nce together. The Vlrgl111a phnters ought to 
be excited by their perfonal interefl: to attend to the cultivation of vines.; 
for the demand for their fiaple commodity may [)on be IdTened if tr.'e 
French fllcceed in their attempts to fupply themklve:; wholly with tobacco 
of the growth of the fouthern provinces of France, Our colonies for 
thefe few years paft have had the offer of a premium for cultivating the 
vines, from the laudable Society for the encouragement of arts, manu
factures, and commerce; but when we confider the greainelS and import4 

ance 
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ance of the objeCt, it would feem to merit rather the confideration of par
liament than of a private fociety *. 

It is however very jufily_ obferved by the author of the PreJe1lt Statei-, 
that we muif not expeCt to get wines from vineyards planted in any of 
the maritime parts of thefe colonies, which are all low and marihy, where
as the vine delights only in high, dry, and ftony foils .• But in the back 
parts of them they 'would thrive incomparably. And in another place he 
fays, that even in New England, he has known wine made which was 
much better than New England rum, and reckoned in Britain to be as 
good as LiSbon to" If that is the cafe, furely Penfylvania in the back parts 
might produce good wine? In another pafTage, he explains the fubjeCl: 
yet more." It was to fupply the nation with filk and wine that our colo
nies were firfi fcttled, and no part of the world is perhaps more fit for 
the pm'pofe, after the woods are cleared. Although the foil and climate 
are very {jugular with regard to other produCl:ions, yet mulberry trees 
and, vines, are as it were natural to them. That whole continent is cover
ed over with both as far north as Montreal and Annapolis in Nova Scotia. 
vVe have feen fifteen different forts of native grapes there, the like of which 
growing wild are certainly not to be found in any part of the world. 
The ordinary forts of thefe in Virginia yield a wine fo like the common 
Bourdeaux wine, that it is difficult to difl:inguifh the one from the other; 
and from another fort [orne wine has been made, which was compared by 
·good judges both here and there to the ben, that is drank. Other forts 
yield wine exactly like the Lillion. But inftead of thefe they have tranf
planted grapes from the hills of Norm,andy to the maritime parts of Vir
ginia and Carolina, where no one could expect them to thrive nigh fo 
well as they do. They ripen there in the beginning and middle of Aup"uit 

h 
. 0 , 

w en no one can expect to make good wmc; although they yield a very 
g?od wine for prefent drinking. But this is the moil: improper for their 
c,hmate. of any grape. ~ha;, grows; neith~r is it the true Burgundy grape, 
for whIch they got It §. Another Wrlter faYf, he has drank a red wine 
of the growth of South Carolina, little inferior to Burgundy IJ. 

Cotton is an.other art~c1e \yhich is proc~L1ced in no part of the world in 
gr~ater perfechon ~ha_n 111 the fouthern colonies: by the agreement of all 
wnters, how mucn ioever they differ as to other points refpeCLing our 

'i/, R}'(~;;Oii., .:"l. the Dor.lijlic P,'i'J plopcr to be o11rrwd on the Cc;:,:!,!r:.il fa j'\au, Svo. li 6 3' 
i; ;8. 

t Page 2c9' t P. 274. .;, Ibid. p. 269' 
i. Stork's ,L'o:nt of F!riJd. p. 66. 
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colonies, yet in this they all allow the cotton :fhrub to thrive excellently, 
and yield a cotton equal if not fuperior to any from the Levant '4<. Never
thelefs, with a degree of that fupinenefs with which every thing concern
ing this continent has been conduCl:ed, we have not this day fupplied our 
own demand, but depend upon the crop of the Levant for fo neceifary an 
article of many of our manufaCtures; and are drove in fame years to great 
fheights when that crop fails t, add to this alfo the difference between 
taking it of a people with whom we no longer trade to advantage, or of 
our colony in exchange for our manufaCl:ures. 

Cochineal is likewife one of the mof!: important articles of our imports; 
and it is well known from all the accounts we have had of the fouthern 
parts of our colonies, that the opuntia, or prickly pearihrub, thrives fpon
taneoufly in them t. 

We have had no direct accounts that madder has been produced in any 
of our colonies, but that any quantities might be produced in them no 
one can doubt, who confiders their foil and climate. 

Tea, there is likewife no doubt, but might be raifed in the fouthem fet
tlements to profit; as the plant is faid § to be there already, the inhabitants 
could not well cultivate a more beneficial f!:aple. 

All thefe articles and many others might, with the affif!:ance of proper 
attention from the government, be raifea in our colonies to the infinite 
advantage of this kingdom; but hitherto as I before obferved, they have 
been very little attended to, and of thofc which have attraCl:ed the notice 
6f the legiflature, I know none except pitch and tar, that have by fuch 
means been brought near to perfection. 

Even in theWefl: India Wands, the power of cultivation is very far 
from being extended to any thing like the breadth of foil it might be~ 
Out of four millions of ~cres in Jamaica, not 300,000 are cultivated at 
all; and vafi traB:s of 'land in that ifland might be applied to various 
articles of culturebeildes fugar; articles which do not require fo many 
concurring circumfl:ances united in one fpot as a fugar work. If pOOl' 

, l\! See particularly Prefint State, p. 146. DefC1'iption of South Carolina, p. 52. Ejlays on 
Hufoandry, p. J4I. Poitlethwayte's DiDionary, Art. Coltoll and Britijb America. 

. i- Examination of the Commercial Principi,'s, &c. p. 39. liIufeum Rl~f!icu/J1, vol, i. p. 4440> 
vol. ii. p. 117. 

t Ibid. p. 22.~. § Canjiderations 011 the Sz,gar T'radi'J p. 2'1.3· 
pcoplG. 
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people were fufilciently encouraged to fettle in the inland parts, neceffity 
would oblige tllCm ~G ;"aife cotton, cocoa, coffee, ginger, aloes, alIfpice, 
the dying w08ds and other things which reguire no vaft labour, are not 1\) 
burthenfome in carri1[';c, andwbich have all a fufficient demand at home 
to encourage people who do not look to great and fudden fortunes; and 
as we bring all there, eipecially the cotton from ab~oad, we might encou
rage the raifing more of it by fame moderate premlUm. The fame necef
fity too would oblige them to try experiments on cochineal, and vari
ous other things, vvhich we don't now think of, and which the climate. 
would not refufe. By degrees, and with good management, they would 
improve in the culture of many of thefe articles in which they are now 
defeCtive; the careful would grow tolerably rich, and confiderable works 
of many valuable commodities, as cocoa, cochineal, and even indigo, may 
be attempted with fmall capitals. Excepting the labour, I don't knovv 
that any of thefe require above two or three hundred pounds to begin 
with. So that whilft the great ftocks, and the lands convenient to navi
gation are employed in fugars, the fmall capitals, and the inland might 
be employed in the lefs expenuve, though not lefs ufeful articles I have 
mentioned: every part would fiouriili, and agriculture would have its 
fhare with the other improvements; fa that the great number might be 
fubfifted at lefs expence than the fevv are now maintained. All this, I 
am confident, could be effeCted for twenty thoufand pounds, or lefs, pro
perly laid out; and the Wand by this means be rendered in a few years 
three times more beneficial to us, than it is at prefent *. But unfortu
nately fuch important matters do not meet with that attention they fo 
greatly require. 

But a point of vafily greater confequence than thefe, is the due im~ 
provement of thofe acquifitions we made by the laft peace in the "Veil 
Indies, viz. the ifiands of Tobago, Granada, and St. Vincent, and that 
partic\llarly in" the culture of Jpiees. The praCticability of raifing them 
there IS undubltably proved by J?r. Campbell, but hitherto no attempts 
Inve been. made under the aufplces of the government, and individuals 
are t~tally unequal to carrying .fuch a poi~t int~ execution; very ilight dif
appomtment~ prefently wearyIng o~t theIr patIence, and [ma11 lolies being 
too [evercly relt by them. -1 fhall 1I1fert the Doctor's reafoning. -The 
true nu~meg tree the Dutch, who of aU nations could not in that refpeCt 
b~ decelved, af~rm to have f?und in ~obago. It is true they fay, it is a 
wIld nutmeg, that the -maee IS lefs flond, and the tafie of the nut itfelf 
more pungent, though larger and fairer to the eye, than the [pice of 

ill E IIropean Settlements, p. 121. 
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the fame kind brought by them from the Eafi Indies. The ciunamon-free 
grows likewife in this iDand; though the bark is laid Jo have a tafte of 
cloves as well as cinnamon '~. It is faid to grow in fame of the other \Vefi: 
India Wands. And general Codrington had once an intention to try 
how much it might be improved by a regular cultivation in his ifland of 
Barbuda. It is univerfally allowed, that the bark of what-is called the wild 
cinnamon-tree in Tobago is beyond comparifon the beft in all the \Vefl: 
Indies, and even in its prefent fiate may be made an article of great value. 
The bark, when' cured with cane, differs from that in the Eaft Indies by 
being fironger and more acrid while it is freih, and vvhen it has been kept 
for fome time, it lofes that pungency, and acquires the flavour of cloves. 
This is precifely the [pice which the Portug~lefe call crava de 1llarauabon; 
the French canelle gero/lie; and the Italians, cane/la garqlanata. There 
is a very confiderable fale of this at Lillion, Paris, and over all Italy. 
This kind of fpice is drawn chiefly from Brazil, and the Portuguefe be
lieve that their cinnamon trees were originally brought from Ceylon 
while it was in their poffeffion, but that through the alteration of foil and 
climate they are degenerated into this fort of fpice; and this may very 
probably be true. However, from their fize and number, it feems to 
.admit of no doubt, that the cinnamon trees aCtually growing in Tobago 
are the natural produCtion of that iDand; and the point \,\lith us is, to 
know what improvements may be made with refpecr to thefe.---It may 
feern a little new, but we hope to render it highly probable, that the fole 
difference in cinnamon arifes from culture. In the firft place, it is allow": 
ed, both by the Dutch and the Portuguefe, that there are no leis than 
ten different kinds in the ifland of Ceylon; which is the clearefi evidence 
that this tree is every where fubjecr to variation from the circum fiances 
of foil and expofition. It is, fecondly, allowed, that even the befi, find!, 
and firfi fort of cinnamon tree does not preferve its high qualities beyond 
feventeen, eighteen, or at mofi twenty years. The rea[on affigned for 
this by the Dutch is, that the camphire, as the tree grows older, rifes in 
fuch quantities as to penetrate tIle bark, and thereby alter its flavour; 
which accounts very well for the different fiate of the Brazil and rrobago 
cinnamon, as the trees mu~ be at leafifive times their proper ';ge. It is, 
thirdly, allowed, that the faircfl: an? finefi cinnamon grO'ws upon young 
trees planted in vallies near the iea-flde, naturally covered wi:_h vvhite 
fand, where they are perfeCtly uniliaded, and expo fed to the botten: fun; 
that at five years old they begin to bark the branches; and that t"Ge tree 
continues to produce fine flavoured cinnamon for the !lumber nf years 
already mentioned. They then cut. it dovm to the rootJ~10m 'dllcnce, in 

'* Co,~jidet'atioilS on the Sugr.r Trade, p. I j 5. 
C c c 
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a year or two, it (prouts again; and in £ve or fix begin to hark the 
young plants. \Vhat then is there to hinder our attempti.ng the cultiva
tion of cinnamon, which Nature [eerns to have produced 111 as much pel''"' 
feuion in Tobago as in Ceylon? 

" In the feeond place, \ve have mentioned, that the nutmeg, as well as 
the cinnamon tree, is a native of this ine; and, as we likewife obfervec1" 
is reported to be defeCtive and inferior in its kind to the fame fort of 
fpice in, or at lean as it is brought to us from, the Eafi Indies. We can
not doubt of the faCt; that is, of the nutmeg's growing here; becaufc: 
we find it afi"erted in a book addreffed to Mr. de Beveren, then governor 
of Tobago. A man who had invented a falfehood would hardly have 
had the bolclnefs to repeat it; not only to a refpectable perfon, but to the 
perfon in the world who mufi have the clearen knowledge of its being a 
falfehood. The nutmeg tree that naturally grovvs in this iJ1and is, in 
all probability, as true, and may, by due care and pains, be rendered as 
valuable a nutmeg as thofe that grow any where elfe; for the fact really 
is, that wherever there are nutmegs there are wild nutmegs; or, as fome 
fiyle them, mountain nutmegs; which are longer and larger, but much 
inferior in the flavour to the true nutmeg, and are very liable to be worm
eaten. The point is, to know how thefe defects may be remedied: or, in 
other words, wherein' the difference confifl:s between the wild, tafl:elefs~ 
and ufelefs nutmeg, and that which is true, aromatic, and of courfe a 
valuable fpice.---(he then gives an accozmt rf the culture rf nutmegs i,Z 
the Banda !flands, and proceeds.) From this fuccincr account of the na
t11re and method of cultivating this valuable [pice, it win certainly appear~ 
that it may be very \yell worth the trouble and expence of making the 
experiment, (afmall uutmeg plantation in the above-mentioned ijles does 
not contain above a rood ~f land, and tbt larg·e ones not more than an acre) 
whether by the fame method the wild nutmeg tree, as it is called in To
bago, may not be reclaimed and improved, fo as gradually to acquire all 
the virtue and odour of the true fpice. There may, no doubt, ma'"ny dif
ficulties occur, both in the cultivation and in the curing, but the vigour, 
the fagacity, the indefatigable diligence of Britifh planters, will, very 
probably, overcome all thefe *.'" I :fhould proceed to tranfcribe his anfwers:> 
which are extremely fenfible, to all objec7iolls to the propofal that can be 
made, but the exti"act I have already given is grown to as great a leno-th 
as any extrac:t~ from a work not voluminous~ ought; 1 £hall therefore refer 
1h~ read.er to the origi~1a}~ r~marking, that a fairer opportunity of enriching: 
!hlS natwn, 2.S well as mdrvzduals, could neyer have offered, than the pof-
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feffion of thefe iflantls give us, in rerpeD: to the cu1tivat~on of the [pices, 
for which we pay the Dutch [uch immenfe annual rums of money. But. 
as to the diligence of Britifh planters etleui:Jg fuch a work, they will 
dfect it in the fame manner they did the making of pitch and tar ;---that 
is, not at all, till the legillature takes the affair in h:cnd :-Not that it 
bounty is fllfficient ;---':but of the means of producing fuch an end, fome~ 
thing more mufi be [aid in another place. J am at prefent only ipeaking 
of defeas, and it is a great one, that this experiment bas not yet been. 
made. 

I come now to mention the jixth defeCt above fpecified, that of regu ... 
bting the trade of the colonies, without, at theJame.time, providing em
ployments for the hands thrown out of bUllnefs thereby. The firfr 
meafure politically executed was good, but without the fecond it was 
worfe than none; for the confequence, as I before. obferved, was, throvv
inga vail: number of people into manufactures: All therefore that is. 
requiGte to be [aid on this head is, that [nch regulations iliould have been 
attended with the remedying all the preceding defeCts, which would ne
ceffarily have found plenty of beneficial employment for fuch hands. 
rendered idle. 

Thefeventh defeB:, that of leaving the Bahama and Summer I:l1ands 
in their uncultivated fiate, is as f!:range and unpolitical a one as any that 
could be conceived; becaufe all the expence of colonies· is already borne by 
the nation in civil efiabliihments in them, without any of the good effects. 
The high rocky foil of the Summer IDes, it has been obferved, is excel ... 
lently adapted to the culture of vines; and the inhabitants, though cheer
ful and indufirious, are unable to confume any Britiih manufacTures, for 
want of the means of buying them; but if vines were introduced among 
them, the cafe would be greatly altered, and a moa advantageous fiaple 
gained to the mother-country. 

The Bahamas are much more wnfiderable. All accounts that we have 
had of them. render their great fertility beyond a doubt ; and the extraor
dinary flavour of their pine apples, and other fpontaneous fruits, which 
far exceed any others in that paTt of the world, agded to their dimate, 
which is exceffively favourable, and never reached by the leaft frofis, leave, 
upon the whole, little doubt, but that fugar and all other Weft Indian 
commodities might be produced in them in great perfection. But, not with
flanding this, we have fettled only Providence, which is not comparable 
.to many others, and not planted an acre even of that with any thing but 
mere neceifaries for the ufe of the few inhabitants. Some of the others 

C c c .~ are 
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are fai.d to be an hundred and fifty miles long, and thirty, forty, and even 
f;fry, broad: But the truth is, they are not half difcovered; fome, which 

. are known, are quite uncultivated and uninhabited, though bldfed with 
as fruitful and luxuriant a foil as any in the world, as appears plainly by 
the richnefs and fragrancy of the fpontaneous growths. By many 
accounts, even the famous Tinian itfelf does not exceed fome of thefe 
beautiful ii1ands, which yet we have left fo many defarts, and employed 
ourfelves in plant ng fuch wretched countries as Nova Scotia, where the 
people are in danger of being frozen to death for nine months of the 
year, and can [careely produce bread to eat the other three! 

This review of the dcfeB:s in our colonies, arifing both from climate 
and a want of policy, I am fenfible is by no means complete, (I much 
willi it was); but the candid reader will, it is hoped, excufe deficiencies 
that are much more trifling than the points inferted: I muil: Ekewife be 
allowed to remark, that in thofe circnmfiances relative to our own policy, 
I have, with the moG: rigid impartiality, fpoke with an eye to meqfures 
alone. Some regulations are touched upon of no long date; but the rea
der may believe me, when I religiou!ly aifure him, that I am totally 
ignorant, under the aufpices or direD:ion of what minifier, minifiry, or 
men, fuch regulations were formed; nor is it, indeed, to be wondered, 
that a perfon who gives his attention to meafures alone, fuould be unable 
to recolleCt the dates of all the minifierial changes that have happened in 
this country within thefe lail: fiveyears.-But to return:, 

Tn :fketching the means of remedying, as far as poffible, thefe feveral 
defeCts, l iliall begin with the moil important point of all, which woulcl 

_ be attended with the- moil: heneficial confequences imaginable. 

r. Extend tbe Bounclartes qf Wrft Florida, on tbe MijfU/zppi, andfettle a 
new Colony on the Obio. 

Under this head it is, in the tidl place, neceifary to give the reader all: 

i(:ca of the fertile traCts of land on thefe rrvers.; and that the more efpe-
·cI,al~T' as I know of no clear and fatisfacrory acccountofthem yet publiilied 
(llfunE'dy, nor any where to be met with, without feeking through feveral 
volumes for it; for whic.h reafo-ns I £hall extraCt from the moil: authentic 
defcriptions, a fuccinCt account as. the foundation of the enfuing reafoning; 

\Ve will begin with the fouthvvard country upon the Miffiffippi; and' 
[wccced l1?rthvvard. The colony of Weft Florida extends from the 
J.:J coaH ot the gulph of Mexico northwards to tbe 31ft degree of lati-

8 tude 5-
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tude; that is, pretty near as far as the low country continues; for, 
about a quarter of a degree further, upon the river, is Ivlanchac, '>vhere:' 
the high lands begin *. From the fea coafi thither, the whole country 
is either a marfh, or fand, fo white as to be pernicious to the eye-fight t" 
abfolutely barren; and, in unwhole[omene[s, the fink of the earth. Bur, 
after you get to Manchac, the fcene is totally different; and from thence' 
to the Ohio, and up that river, far above Fort Pitt, the lands are between 
I and QOO feet higher than the Miffiffippi in its greateft floods. 

The foil on thefe high lands is 'Very good t, it is a black. light mouL! 
about three/eet deep on the hills or rifing grounds. This upper earth lies. 
upon a reddifh clay, very firong and fiiff; the lowefi places between thefe 
hills are of the fame nature, but there the black earth is betweenj'1/c and 

.fix Jeet deep. The grafs, growing in the hollows, is of the height 0/ a 
man. All thefe high lands are generally meadows,. and forefts of ta11 
trees, with grapes up to the knee. The tall forefl:s are all hiccory, or all 
oak, and many walnut trees §. "Which fpontaneous productions., £-rys 
another writer 1/, are ever a flgn of good lands in the fouthem parts of 
North-America." Thefe high lands likewife produce mulberry-treez, 
native indigo, tobacco and cotton'. The indigo yield's marc than in the 
French iilands'1f. "Without defpifing, fays another writer** ,_ the tobacw 
which is made in other countries, we may affirm that which grows in the 
country of the Natchez is even preferable to that of Virginia or St. Do .. 
mingo." And a third equally well acquainted with this country, fays; 
" The French in Louifiaha made two or three crops UpOll the [amrJ 
ground as eafily as we made one tt. Even rice thrives to great profit there, 
without being planted in a madh or fwamp +~ Vines are f6 common', 
for 500 leagues up the Miffiffippi and on' the Ohio, that whatever way you 
walk, you cannot proceed one hundred fieps without meeting with one §§. \l 
Lafl:1y, even the very fides of the hills are covered with canes, which in our 
€olonies only grow in the deepeft and richeft fwamps tt Confifient with 
thefe accounts, is the r.eport of the peo£le fent from, Virginia to vie,v 

* Du Pratz, Hijl. LouiJ. v';, i. p. 262. 

t lb. p. 254, and the auth,)rs quoted before. 

t It is a planter who·refided {ixteen years in the cOtlntry, that fpeaks in matters refpecting 
the foil and its pl:odufiioIlS: in our colonit:s we have very little fuch authority. 

§ P. 262, &c. II Preftnt State, p. I 98. ~ lb. p, 335. 
'i1I* M. Dulvlont, who relided fome time, in Lou.ifiana, Mem. de Lou;;' &c. 

tt Editor of the tranfhtion of Du Pratz, vol i. p. 353. Likewife, hjJai Jilr Irs il1terfN 
dtt commerce maritime, par M. cl u Haye, 1754' And Pownal's .ddmin~1ration of tbe Co/~l1ieE 
Append. p. 20. 

_~, Du.Pratz) vol. ii. p. 6. §§ lb. p. 12. n Prefint State, p. 248. 

there., 
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there counlrles in I 7 4~2, 'who auerted they fa 'N more good land on the 
MiHiffippi and Obio than \V,as in all our c)]onie3: I have juJl: run through 
thefe circumftanccs to f11ew the reader, by ',vayot contrafi, the country we 
.have colonized with that we bave Jlot; and characrerized the one froITl 
the fame authority as the other. The country, as far as the bounds of 
\VeH: Florida extend, is one of the viieit and moil unwholcfome in the 
world, in which circumfiance the concurrent teHimony of all our officers 
,quartered there, perfeCtly agrees §. But alnlOfl: as [oon as you leave that 
,colony, you enter one of the finefl: and healthieH: in the univerfe, and pre
·cifely fuch as we want. 

Now the remedy, which I would in this cafe humbly propofe, is an 
,exceeding plain one; only to extend the bounds of the colony of Weft 
Florida, to the high rich lands above-mentioned. Nor would this be 
even fettling any country but what the French had begun to fettle be
'fore; for a full proof of which, fee Du Pratz. The ii)ot whereon the 
French fort, Rofalia, was built, is the propereft fituation for a great 
iettlement on the Miffiffippi, as ihips may come up thither with the 
greateft eafe II. As to the extent of Weft Florida it might run up the 
Miffiffippi as far as the end of the 3Sd degree of north latitude, and 
eaftward two degrees of longitude from its weftern boundaries; and by 
taking in, fa large a country, the expence of ejlabliJhments would be 
;llO more than is now annually paid for the pre[en t "Veft Florida, and 
there would be plenty of country left neverthelefs for the Indians; but 
that tract, as it could not all be near wanting for many years, need not at 
firft be purchafed of the Indians (where I mean the French had not bought 
before; for far to the north of Weft Florida they had, and confequently 
our right to it by the peace took place) but by degrees, as the [ettlements 
extend. 

The traa of country on the Ohio is, in every refpea, as excellent as that 
which we have defcribed; or, if we attend to the accounts of our own 
people who have tr~v~r~ed it, jill better. A part of this country, lying 
on the back of Vlrgll11a, Maryland, and Pennfylvania, was what our 
colonifts wanted fa much to poffe[s before the laft war, for cultivating 
tobacco, hemp, iilk, and flax in; and we cannot fuppofe that would have 

§ "It is a wretched country (un pays perdu) fays Charlevoix, and a mere barren fand, 
o~ a flat and bleak fea coail-the Jail place on earth where one would expect to meet 
WIth any mortal, and above all with Chrifiians." RiJl. N. France, tom. vi. p. 263. Pre~ 

fellt State, p. 195. 

U Du Pratz, vol. i. p: 43; 

beeD 



SECT. IV. - COL 0 !'I J E S. 

been the cafe, if it had not been more proper for thefe ftaples than their 
lands at home. 

Such are the tracts of country confirmed to Britain by the peace of 
176:, but which, by the moft unaccountable policy, {he has chofen to 
make no ufe of, at the very time when fhe wants them to the utmoft 
neceffity. Now, the proceeding which is at prefent requifite to prevent 
the ill effects that are arifing in our colonies, is to extend vVeft Florida. 
in the manner I have propofed, and immediately to eftabliih a new' 
colony on the Ohio, on the back ofPennfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia., 
'1obaceo, hemp, iron, and fueh bulky fiaples would be fent from, 
thence do\vn the Ohio and Miffiffippi, at a very fmall expence.-Even 
fifty per centum lefs than is now paid to a fea port from Buckingham", 
Charlotte, Augufta, Bedford, Halifax, Bottetourt, and Pittfylvania, 
counties in Virginia; and Cumberland, Bedford, Northampton, and 
Berks counties in Pennfylvania. Flour, beef, and pork *" would be' 
fent from the new colony to Weft Florida, and from thence to E aft 
:Florida, Jamaica, &c. much cheaper, fooner, and in better order, than 
has ever been done from New-York, New-Jerfey, or Philadelphia; and 
in cafe of a future Spani.fh or French war, the Floridas could be imme
diately fuccoured by the Ohio colony, or a great and fpeedy aid could be 
afforded from thence for the reduction of New-Orleans, the Havannah" 
&c. :-' -and as to filk t, flax, and fuch light and valuable articles, they 
would be conveyed from the new colony, by a {hort and cheap land-· 
carriage to F'ort Cumberland, and from thence by water, down the river' 
Potomack, to Alexandria. The hemp and iron from Ruffia are tranf
ported by a much longer, more expenfive and difficult inland navigation, 
than that of the Ohio and Miffiffi ppi, with the addition. of a very confi~
derable land-carriage upon them. "The Ohio," fays a very ingenious., 
writer, " as the winter [nows are thawed by tbe warmth, or rains in the 
~, fpring, rifes in vaft floods; in fome p1aces exceeding twenty feet in 
" height, but fcarce any where overflowing it high and upright banks. 
" Thefe floods continue of fome height for at leafl a month or two, be~-

"* The iDand of New Orleans is chiefly fupplied with beef by French hunter"who gO)'i!arly. 
up the Ohio and kill buffaloes; and large qu:mtities of this beef are falted and lent to St; 
Domingo. And Du Pratz fays, That fo long agl) as the year 1746, 800 thoufand weight 
of flour was, in, one winter, fent from the Illinois to New Orleans. 

;- The managers of the contri,butions for promoting the culture ofjilk in Pmnfih'aliia~ 
J'eprefented to the General A {fem bJ y of that provjn~e, in S~ptember 177 I., , 

" That they have had the pleafure to find the fOil and cltmate of the prOVlflce, with the 
.. , fpirit they have raifeJ in the peoplc, fo f,lvour.~bJc,to this IlC~ attempt, as to enc':lJra~e the,' 
" prorecution to a much greater extent, by w,lllch It [eems highly E,robable,. t?C a~tlclc ot,: 
" I'OW jiLt may {hortly become a valuabJe rtmJ(tance from hence to Great Butam, III pay~ 
<>4. mentof the manufactories we receive from our. mother-country," , 
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~( i11g guided in the time by the -late 'or early breaking up of the winter. 
" The f!ream is tben too rapid to be f!:emmed upwards, by failing or 
" rowing, and too deep for fetting; but excellently fitted for large vef
.t' fels going down; ihen {.hips of 100 or 200 tons may go from Fort Ou 
" Q!:.1..efne (now called Fort Pitt) to fea, with fafety. Hence in procefs of 
~, time, large £hips may be built on the ORio, and fent off to fea with the 
" heavy produce of the country t." 

-
As to the benefits of extending the li.mits of Wef!: Florida, and form-

jng a new colony on the Ohio, very little here is requifite to be inferted 
upon a point which all the preceding pages fo fully explairi. In the 
Ipre[ent Rate of our old ones, manufaCtures are every day taking the place 
of planting; and all for want of [llch excellent lands as are upon the 
Miffiffippi and Ohio. Our tobacco trade is upon the decline, and will 
foon be annihilated; for the lands in Virginia and Maryland having, for 
{tn hundred and fifty years, produced that exhaufting vegetable, are worn 
'Out, and ,daily' converting into corn-farms, from which no benefit refults 
to Britain. This great want of frefh land in thofe p1antations was felt 
many years ago; the inhabitants have been doubled fince: how much 
greater, therefore, muft that want be now! In the northern colonies, 
~ikewi[e, the inhabitants are drove to manufaCtures for want of lands to 

, make ftaple co'mmodities on. We are told, by one who knows their
country well, that 200.,000 people, bred to the culture of the earth, are 
there out of employment for want of land, and aCtually petitioned for 
the territory of Sagadahoc to fettle in; which they would never have 
thought of, had the leaf!: idea of a colony on the Ohio been current. 

The propofed fettlements on the Miffiffippi and Ohio would yield hemp 
and flax [ufficient to fupply all Europe, nay all the world. "The fhips that 
might be built at Louifiana, fays Du Pratz, would never be fufficient to em
ploy all the hemp which might be raifed on the Ohi,o and Miffiffippi, did the 
inhabitants cultivate as much of it as they well might *;" "The inland 
parts of America, fays another, are well known to befitted fortheproduCtion 
-of hemp, flax and £Ilk t." "Such lands as are defcribed on the Miffiffippi 

t Evans, p. 26, 27. 

t The late extenfi vecommerce of our merchants and traders down the Ohio proves that 
it is, a~ all ~earom, navigable for large boats of fifty or fixty tons burden, and that fuch'boats 
c~n ea!:ly ajcend it, except in the time of ~re{hes, as wUlerly and foutb-wo/l winds generally 
b,'~,w up th~, river ~ and a very fenfible engmeer, who, a very f~w years ago, explor,ed [he 
CdO aIld MllIi~ppt, fays, That good roads may be made on the hIgh banks ot the OhIO j as 
'£h,y are not [ubJ' a to crumble away. 

* H01, de LouiJ. vol. i. p. 334., 
j Jlli,';'){ of Great Britain cOJiftdt'red, p. 28. 

and 
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and Ohio, fays a third t, have a natural moiflurc in tliem, ivhich is the 
very foil that both hemp,- flax, and indigo delight in; and there are the 
three firft commodities that the nation wants from the colonies. Upon 
{uch lands, hemp and flax may be made in quantities, as a fl:aple com
modity to fend to Britain: whereas, on the poor lands in our colonies 
and their fmall plantations, they' can only make a little for their own ufe. 
The one would be the greateft fervice, when the other is a prejudice to 
the nation. The climate likewiie is as fit for thefe commodities. Here 
they might fow hemp and flax in winter, which is the only proper feafon 
for them in any part of North America. This would afford time fi4r 
making another crop in fum mer, which ihouldbe indigo. Now a crop 
of indigo, hemp, and flax, would be much more profitable than any thing 
that America produces, whether on the continent or the iflands. Every 
labourer might cultivate two acres or more in hemp, and one or two in 
indigo, the produce of which would be worth from 30 to 40 I. a-year. 
This would enable them to purchafe negroes, and to enlarge the Britiih 
plantations beyond what they are otherwife capable of. Such plantations 
would be more profitable than even fugar colonies, and fupply the nation 
with more valuable and necefraryarticles. A hundred thoufand labourers, 
which might be eafily found in all our colonies, would at this rate of 
Q8/. a-head, make 2,000,000 I. a-year; but fuppofe they make only one 
half of ihis, it is as much as all our colonies in North America now pro
duce. By thefe means, the nation might get the trade both of indigo, 
hemp, and flax, and fupply all Europe with thefe commodities, as we now 
do with tobacco; which lafl: thefe lands are as fit to produce, and in much 
greater plenty and perfeClion than any other part of North America. 
And when our tobacco plantations are worn out, there are no lands to 

fupply their place in all the Britifh dominions but thofe on the Miffif1 
fi ppi and Ohio." 

Seeing, therefore, that the propafed enlargement of'W eft Florida, and 
the efiablifhment of a new colony on the Ohio, are not only fo valuable in 
themfelves, but fo peculiarly neceffary to this nation at this time, I would 
humbly propofe that they be immediately adopted §. And if the whole 

was 

t Prefent State, 24'8· 
§ If the expence to the kingdom is brought as an argumelJt againil fuch a mea(ure-

I an[wer, the neceffity of it is too urgent for any expenee tbprevent. For want of it the 
duties upon tobacco alone, to mention no other article, will fuffer more in five years than 
the expenee will amount to in ~fty. But there is avery ea(y and rational metfJod of affe8:
ing it, without increafing the public expenee a {hilling; ,indeed more than on~: Nova,Seo
tia -cofts the nation, to this d<\y, more per annum lhan the amount of any of the new eolo-

D d,d nies: 
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\vas even to be done at the government's expence, it ought not, con
fiJering the great importance of the meafure, to be neglected: But 
no fuch matter would be neceJIary; for the numbers of people in thofe 
colonies who are in want of frefh land are fo great, that the new fettle
ments, and efpecially that on the Ohio, would fpeedily be performed. 
There can be no greater proof of this, than the repeated petitions from 
an parts of thofe colonies, for leave to penetrate into the back country; 
and the many thoufand families who have removed to, and fettled on the 
waters of the Ohio, notwithfianding the proclamation of October 1763. 

As to the tobacco culture, it would require no other encouragement 
than what it before met with in Virginia, &c. that is, a proper infpection
law. The excellence of the land on the Ohio would fupply all the reit, 
and would certainly put down the plantations in Europe, which are the 
only rivals we have in that trade. Thefe plantations never made it to 
advantage till ourS were worn out, which was the real and only caufe of 
their being undertaken; now, with the freili and rich lands in thefe 
tracts, om planters would make fuch quantities, and of fo excellent a fort, 
as to ruin their European rivals immediately: of which there can be no, 
,doubt, if we confider the progrefs and nature of this trade. For, not
withfianding the prefent decline of the bufinefs-notwithfianding the
long freight--notwithfianding the prodigious duty we lay upon it ;
yet we are able at prefent to command, as far as our quantity will permit, 
the trade: what therefore iliould we do with fuch lands as thefe! The 
plantations in Europe make 100,000 hog:fheads *, which quantity we 
might with great eafe add to our prefent export; and when they were once 
put down, we might raife the price and gain a monopoly of the tradet; 
and the additional 100,000 hogfheads would, in value, freight, and du
ties, be ,vorth a full million ilerling. But as hemp and flax would be a 
1'lew article with moil of them, all poffible means of extending the cul
ture among them :fh·ould be taken. Proper encouragement iliould like
wife be given to the planting of vineyards in thofe lands which feemed 

. befi adapted to them, by providing the fetts gratis, and people from the 
wine countries of Europe to infima them in the management. Feeding 
111k worms {bould be encouraged to the utmofi in all the [etders, whatever 
their principal. fiaple might be, as it is a bufinefs which in all fIlk coun-

:1ies: Tran~fert~i3 expence to forming the Ohio colony propofed above, and the bUDnefs is 
done:. that IS, Withdraw a ufelefs barren exper.c'e, nay, a mifchievous one. and in the fiead 
~heieof expend it for a mofi beneficial national purpo[e. ' 

':I< PreJmt State, pi-25) 0- t Ibo. po 252.-

trie;} 
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tries is carried on without the leaft prejudice to any other occupations *. 
By thefe various means the inhabitants of Weft Florida and the Ohio co
lony, enjoying the advantage of fuch a beneficial climate, and the richeft 
foil in the Britifh dominions, would all be able not only to purchafe 
negroes, and all their neceifaries from Britain, but their confumption, 
per head, would, in all probability, equal that of the fugal' colonies, or 
81. 12 S. But if it did not amount to fo much, yet it would certainly be 
(uperior to the common neceifaries of that continent, on an average, which 
is 51. a-head. The importance of which, to Britain, is very evident. 
'The loweft accounts make our importation of hemp and flax from Ruffia 
amount to 300,0001. per annum, which 50,000 people in thefe colonies 
would provide for us with the greateft eafe. Ruffia likewife fells to other 
nations to the amount of 7°0,0001. t There is no doubt but we might 
get a confiderable fhare of that trade: And, at the fame time, both that 
and our own confumption, all founded on the fale of Briti:lh manufac
tures, inftead of being purchafed of Ruffia with bullion. 

The confequences of thefe proceedings are very naturally to be deduced. 
In the firft place, it would give a terrible blow to the manufafrures of 
our prefent colonies, and be one means of totally counterafring the late -
determined refolutions to put an end to all imports from Britain; for fuch 
new fettlement in Weft Flotida and the Ohio colony, would draw away 
all the people that had either no employment, or but an indifferent one; 
and it is precifely by flich) that the northern colonies are able to carry their 
manufactures to fuch lengths: fuch indeed being the only people in any 
country by whom manufaCtures can be carried on. The numerous idle 
hands at prefent fcattered about thefe northern colonies---all thofe farmers 
'Who wanted to be planters, and petitioned for frefh lands, and probably 
no inconfiderable number of thofe who have employed theG!felves on 
manufaCtures, would qui t the country and reh10ve to thefe fertile traCts. 
Vaft numbers likewife from the tobacco colonies would flock thither; the 
earnefinefs with which they have prayed for leave to par.." the mountains 
IS a fufficient proof of that; moil: of thofe whofe plantations were un
willingly turned into farms wonld remove with their people to thefe 
trafrs, where they might re-additt themfelves fo beneficially to their fa
vourite culture, that of tobacto, and make fuch fuperior proSts to what 
they could upon any lands no7..V to be had in either Maryland or Virginia. 

'There can be no doubt but that above half a million Df people would re-

'* See more of thefe articles of filk and wines, when I come to fpeak of the tobacco 
'colonies. 

t Pqjl!cthwoyt, Art. Naval Stores. 
D dd 2 move 
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move from the northern and tobacco colonies to the new fettlements ; 
which wou1d be juit taking that number immediately or confequentially 
from manufaCtures, and fetting them about the culture of fl:aple com
modities, by which means they woul~ pUl-chafe all their neceffaries from 
Britain; probably to as great an amount as the fugar colonies per head. 

Thofe who were of opinion that the people would not remove in fucb
numbers, do not confider the nature of the planting bufinefs in America~ 
Good land is the firfl: and greatefl: neceiTdry for which every thing is facri
ficed, as that alone can provide every thing. if this was not the cafe, is 
it pollible to fuppofe the planters would have been fo perpetually remov-' 
jng further back into the country in quefl: of it, even befare it was bought 
of the natives, when they were thereby expofed· to the ravages of the 
Indians? Upon every difpute with. them, one of thefe back fettlementsl 
is as terrible a fituation, in that refpect, as any in the world; for they· 
have feldom even a fortref,s to r.cfoft to, nor any fecurity hut in falling bac'k 
again into the thickly peopled country. And yet we find, that notwith
fl:anding all this, notwithfl:andirrg filch numbers of back-fettters being 
{ca1peg, and the throats of their families cut, every Indian war, yet f uch 
is the force'of this neceifary of life, freib land, that they hazard all dan
gers to' getit; and feveral thoufand families have aCtually fettled over the 
Allegany mountains on the Ohio--vVhat, therefore, might not be ex
peCted under a regular efl:ab1iibment, where the people would raife an" 
hundred fold more than in any parts of their old fettlements ?·--Nor is
this the only circumfl:ance: fuch who have been planters (which on good 
land is by far the rnofi profitable bufine1S in America) become farmel:s 
with regI'et; for,. to tlwfewho cultivate the earth, nothing is fo benEfi
cial, or of fuch impof<tance, as· a regularity of price for the commodities 
mifed; which, in America particularly, is very feldom the cafe with 
farmers who cultivate the neceaaries of life. But the planter, with ~ 
proper quantity of good hnd, raifes all tP.,e neceiTarics· of food for his 
whole fami--ly at no coit at all: His people are bound to do that be
fides the CI~Op they make. The common expreffion is, every nave or 

'labourer makes fo much. of the fiaple or crop, and· raifes his £hare of 
provifions, lumber, &c. for all the plantation: The Haple is therefore 
profit, and goes. for the pwrcha[e alone of manufaCtures and foreign 
produCts.. h is evident, therefore, at a glance of the eye, how much 
more pro,fitable this mua be than to dcncnc1: for thefe maufaCtures and' 
foreign. pr.oduCls. on t?e fale of the pro~ifions alone, which are always 
~ncert~lll m thell' pnc_e. And confeg'.Jently no planter will turn farmer 
lJ!l he IS aLfolllte1y cbliged; that is, till his land will no lOl1l)'er bear 3! 

fiaple, and he knovvs not where to get any.more that will. b 

Nor- -
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Nor can manufactures be carried to any amount in a colony till all the 
good land is [ettled; unlefs, indeed, the produCts are fo mean that every 
family mufi manufaCture nearly all they ur~. The cultivation of a fiaple
(and all fiaples are profitable) will always afford much better pay to work
ing hands than manufaCtures can, which exift only in cheapnefs of labour; 
and accordingly, we find they did not arifeto any great height in our colo
nies till the beft of the lands were occupied, and the planters in general 
cramped for want of fre!b. 

r mnfi think this point of fuch great importance, as to extend probably 
to the annihilation of manufactures ill our colonies: However, without 
carrying the fuppoGtion fo far, and without refl:ing our defence againft 
their manufacturing here alone, we may fafely determine, that the fettle
ment of the propofed traas would be of infinite prejudice to all the ma
nufaCtures of the colonies, and of prodigious benefit to Britain. Of this 
opinion was the general aifembly of Pennfylvania in the year 1752.
They obferved, "That it !bould be eafy for the poor to obtain lands-and' 
" acquire property; may ii1deed be chargeable with one inconvenience, 
" to ·wit,---that it keeps up the price of labour, and makes it more dif
" ficuh for the old fittlers to procure w'Orking hands,. the labourers' [oon; 
" [etting up for themfdves: and accordingly we find, that' although 
" perhaps no lefs than thirty thoufand labourers have been imported into 
" this province within thefe twenty years, labour continues as dear as 
"ever. In fine, by rendering the means of purchafing lands eafy to 
" the poor, the dominions of the crown are fl:rengthened and extended; 
" the Britiili nationJecures the benefit of its manufactories, and increqfe.r 
" the demand for them; for fo long as land can be eq/ily procured for 
" /t'tt!enzent.r, between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, fo long will la
". bour continue to be dear in America; and while labour continues 
" dear, we can ne-ver rival the artificers, or interfere with the trade of 
" our mother-country *."--To conclude, it is in the propofed fettle~ 
ment on the Ohio we muft jljllook for hemp and flax; as fuch great 
numbers of the old; American farmers· have removed and [ettled there, 
which may, in thofe fertile tracts,_ be cultivated in fuch abundance as to 
enable us to underiel all the world, as ,'vell as fupply our own confllmp
tion. It is on thofe high, dry, and· healthy lands, that vineyards win 
be cultivated to the beft advantage, as many of thofe hills contain quar
ries of frone -r, and not in the low unhealthy fea-coalls of our preJent 
colonies. To thefe we !bould bring the fettlers from Europe, or at leaf\: 
fuffcr nene to go nortb of New York; by whioh means our numbers, 

* Tutfs ~f the /f.ffimbly of Permfylvania in 175 2 ,

t DII Prat~, vul. i. p. :264. 
would 



POL I TIC ALE S SAY S. ESSA Y IV. 

would increafe in thofe parts, where it is our interefl: they {bould increafe; 
and the report of the fettlers from the new colony on the Ohio would be 
a conllant drain of people from our unprqjitable northern ones, by which 
means they would, in future times, as well as the prefent, be prevented 
from extending their manufactures *. 

Thefe are [mall parts of the benefits which would refult to Britain t 
from fettEng the tracts of land propofed; and yet, great as they are, they 
may be completed at a very fmali expence. 

II. PurchaJe all flch Staples as the Northern Colonies can JupplJ; and fell 
the manzifaRures if Britain fo cheap tbroughout them, as to 1"uin all 
their O'U)1Z ManzifaClztres. 

It is well known with what urtremlttmg dilig"ence the inhabitants of 
the northern colonies have now fet about the blliinefs of fupplying them
felves with every thing which they former~y took from Britain; fuch an 
increafe of thofe fabrics which ferve their home-confumption mull inevi
tably be <1.ttended with a parallel one of thofe which work for exportation: 
And as this fpirit of manufacturing comes at a time when fuch numbers 
-of their people are without employment, and co-operates with fo many 
other circumfrances, it highly behoves the government to take fuch coun
ter-meafures as may effeCmally prevent the mifchiefs threatened to our' 
trade, our navigation, our manufactures, and revenue. 

Let lis fuppo[e the preceding propofalof extending the limits of \VeLl: 
Florida, and planting a new colony on the Ohio, executed; great as their 
efFects would be, yet they would be in[uHicient to an[wer all the purpofes 
which our pre[ent American affaIrs require. It before appeared, that 
the people in the northern and tobacco colonies amounted to r, T 00,000. 

Now, upon the fuppoGtion, that the new fettlements took off, as i before 
(aid, 500,000, and that the northern colonies flJrnifhed 350,000 of them, 

* Thore authors who; from their fituation in life, have had the beR: means of undoubted 
informati~n, h<Jv~ all, in treating of the colon), manufaaures, dwelt upon the neceffity of 
not checking theIr fettlements, as the CureR: method of prefenting them. "Let the extent 
of ~heir fettlemcnts, fays Governor. Pownal, ei~her by policy Crom home, or invafion of 
IndIans abroad~ be confined, th~ pnce of labour will much fooner ceafe to be an ohjeaion 
to manufaaunng there, than IS commonly apprehended." AdminiJiratioll of the Colonies 
P: I99· "All the penal and prohibitory Jaws that ever were though( on, will not be ruffi~ 
Clent to prevent manufaaures,. if our people remain confined within the mountains." 
lnterefl of Great Britain conjidered, p. l7. 

t Hemp and Rax alone coR: us 400,000 I, a year to Ruffia. 

4 yet 
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yet there would remain 7So,coo, a vafily greater number than the prefent 
exportation of their ilaples cannearIy maintain; for 98,000 t. would not 
make 4 d. a .head, infread of amounting, as I before remarked they ihould 
do, to 5 t. and if their lumber is thrown in, the amount will frill be a 
very trifle. Not, however, that I think it pollible, i~ fo very unfavour
able a dimate, to procure fraples that will fully pay for manufactures; 
the moil that can be expected in any of thefe northern colonies, is to pre
vent any being made for fate even among themfelves: but there will be a 
vaft number of their people who muft manufacture all their doaths, 
&c. in their own families, and fuch cannot be prevented j nor is it near 
fo requifite that they fhould as the reil, which are, properly fpeaking, 
1lJ anufaElorie.r. 

Now the point here is, what are the commodities which the nation 
wants and purchafes of foreigners for money, that thefe northern colo
nies can yield us in exchange for our manufactures?- Thefe are iron, 
deals, potafhes, and madder. 

* For iron and timber alone, we pay the Baltic £. 440,000 
Potafhes let us call no more than 100,000 t. although it 

amounts to confiderably more I cO,OOO 

Madder, the Dutch fupply us with, to the amount of more 
. than - - ~Oo,ooo 

[,. 740 ,000 

This is the amount of our own confumption alone; but if we ever 
carry the point to fupply that, we fhall undoubtedly do greatly more. 
Portugal and the Mediterranean alone confume in iron and imported 
timber to the amount of above 500,000 t. which trade lies more advan
tageoufly for our colony products than for thofe of any other nation, It 
would be no improbable fuppofition to extend the export of thefe commo
dities to as muchas our own confumption, or in the whole to the amount 
of 2 I. per head for all the inhabitants now in thefe colonies. Let us, 
however, firfr confider what is indubitable, and that is our own con
fumption. 

Bounties, we have long found, are much too weak to effect this bufi
nefs j nor is there any wonder that they ihouldbe fo, for much of the 

" .. I do not give this {tate as exaCtly accurate; I only take care not to infert too large 
{urns: hereafter I lhall confider them more. 

E e e work 
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work is done before the bounty is payable: the great article of all, the [et
ting vigoroufly about the bufinefs, receives no immediate aid from them. 
Befides, it is a meafure which has no direct effect upon the colony manu
factures, a point which ought certainly to be aimed at, at the fame time 
that we encourage their fiaples. vVhat I {hall therefore venture to propofe 
is] that the government, through the means of a few merchants acquainted 
\yith the American trade, that can be tolerably depended upon, ihould 
-efiablifh fafrors at Bofton, Philadelphia, New York, and a few other 
ports, for 'the fale of fuch cargoes of Britifh manufactures as ihould be 
configned to them; and to confift af fuch particularly as were maft manu
faCtured in the province, with direB:ions immediately and continually to 
underfell all fuch colony manufaCtures. By this means the operation of 
the fucceeding meafures, from the number of hands rendered idle, would 
be fo much the eaner to be executed. 

The ihips which carried out fuch cargoes ihould b~ large bulky ones, 
of eight, nine hundred, and one thoufand tons burden, for the fake 
of bringing large quantities. of deals, &c. back, at a lefs proportionate 
expence ; ano, previou~ to their arrival in America, cargoes of thefe Tho'uld \ 
be ready for them. The colonifts :£hould be engaged to work their iron 
mines, and get the produCt ready in bars, &c.and vaft quantities of deals 
and fquared timber ready for loading the ihips: All which, on the certain 
and immediate profpect of a fale, would eafily be effected; as it is well 
known they have more than once proved to the legiilature, that they could 
fupply all Europe with thefe articles, had they but the demand. Thefe 
ihips fa loaded ihould return to thofe ports in Britain where the Baltick 
importation'is the greateft, and by means of an additional duty on the 
eaft country goods, the merchants in fuch ports would be neceffitated to' 
accept the cargoes, or under the certainty of beingunderfold by.them. 
By which means, at the fame time that we ftopped 540,000 I. from be-
ing fent in calli to the Baltick, all the manufactures of Britain would 
feel a more invigorating life than they ever experienced; the poor would 
every where be fet to-work, the rates lowered, and the manufactures of 
the colonies reduced to nothing. 

The article of madder would take up more time, but might indubi
tably be effefred (~fpecial1y in the ri~h parts o~ Penfylvania) by fending 
over proper experIenced perfons to dI-retl: them III the choice of their foil 
and the culture, and at the fame time by fupplying them with th~ 
plants for nothing. Thefe points, and a ready fa~e) would foon fully fup-
ply us with that necelfary article. -

6 To 
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To give a bounty payable in Britain upon iron and timber', &c. is do
ing but little; the colonies have never on that account fet about the bufi
nets; but for the faCtors there efiabliihed to receive actual commiffions for 
5 or 10,000 tons of iron, and 20, 30, or 40,000 tons of timber and pot
afu, and to make fuch demands of the proper people, informing them 
that the ihips would be ready to load by fuch a time, and to engage to 
take annually the whole national demand of them; in fuch a cafe, I 
fay, we ihould fee the difference between a proceeding of this fort and 
the weak effeCts of fuch bounties as have been hitherto given. That 
bounties might be raifed to manage the ma'tter, there is no doubt; 
but then the expence to the nation would be much greater than the me
thod I have iketched, and at the fame time other bounties mufi be given 
on the importation of Britifh manufaClures into the colonies, or the 
fabricks of the latter would not be put down. 

If fome delays at firfi did happen. in providing cargoes of thefe com
modities, they probably would not be confiderable, and even fuch would, 
after the trade had been in this channel a little time, wear away by degrees. 
The colonifts would every day grow more expert in the working their 
iron mines, and in the preparing their timber; for which latter purpofe, 
fawing mills fhould be ereCled in all places where the boards, &c. were 
demanded *. And when once the leaft regularity in the commerce was 
effeaed, which would chiefly confift in the regularity of the demand, the 
bufinefs would carry itfelf on without any affiftance from the public; a 
point which the laying proper duties upon the fame articles from foreign
ers would fix for ever. 

But there are other articles befides what we take from foreigners which 
thefe colonies might fupply, and which deferve well to be confidered 

* Many of our b.efl: writers on tr~de have been fen~ble.~f the ~xp7dien.cy of fl1pplyi?g our
fe1ves with thefe articles from Amenca, and the pracl::!cabdlty of It ltkewlfe. See particularly 
Poillethwayte's Dictionary of Commerce, Art. Naval .Stor~s. Gee.' Trade and !'Iavigation of 
Great Britain conJidered, p. I 'H. fays, " Our pia ntattons III Amenca abound with vafl: quan
tities of timber, and th.e navigatil)11 from New England, Nova Scotia, or Newfoundland, is 
not more tedious, nor at a greater'difl:ance from us, than the bottom of the Bothnic Gulph, or 
Peterfburg. But thofe places having been long in trade, a?d having a confl:ant demand from 
us for that commodity, they always have great fl:ock~ of timber ready fquared, a!1d boards 
lying ready to load a {hip of five or. fix hundred t?ns m ten or twelve days; but hIther~o .we 
have never had fl:ocks lying ready 111 our plantatIOns, nor any enco~rag;ement for budding 
large b,ulky ihips, fuch as are ufed by the Danes ~nd Swedes, wh.o {all With a few hands, and 
at a fmall charge. What timber we have had hitherto come direCtly to England has been 
rather put on board to fill ~p, when tobacco or other. merchandize has ,~ot ,been to be had; 
:md therefore no care has hitherto been taken to make It a regular trade. !Jce (lifo page 19 6, 
and Dijflrtations on the Union, p. 66. 

E e e 2 whether 
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whether we fhould not import from them. I {hall particularly mention 
wool and jbips. 

" The wool of the colonies," fays a. writer well acquainted with them, 
" is better than that of the Englifh; it is of the fame kind with the Spa
nifh wool, or curled and frizzled like that, and might be rendered as fine 
by the fame management. By the fl:ep which the colonies have lately taken 
to raife all the :lbeep they can, they will have plenty of wool. With this 
they have already made cloth worth 12 s. a yard, which is as good as any 
that is made of Engli{h wool. Some of their wool has been fent to Eng
land, where it fold for the price of the beft. This may, perhaps, be 
looked upon as a lofs to England; but if {he would ftudy to make a right 
and proper ufe of her colonies, this might be of more fervice to her than 
anyone thing they are capable of producing. If the Spaniards fucceed 
in their attempts to manufaCture their wool, England may want it from 
the colonies more than any other commodity, as it is well known, there 
is not afingle piece of fine cloth made in England withoutSpanifh wool *." 

Thefe fentiments are founded in reafon, and tend to render G.reat Bri
tain independent of the effeCts of that prodigious commercial and manu
faCturing fpirit which is now arofe in all Europe. There are many pecu
liar motives for importing wool from thefe colonies, with the other articles 
already fpecified. It would be a great affifl:ance to our own woollen manu
faCtures, and at the fame time have the beft effeCt we could wifh upon that 
of the colonies. No importations are more beneficial than raw commodi
ties to be worked into manufaCtures, and no exportations fa pernicious to 
a manufaCturing country as that of fuch raw commodities; for which rea
fan Britain fhould wi£h to import wool from thefe colonies; and were the 
fyfl:em of policy I am now iketching thoroughly executed fuch importa
tion might very eafily be effeCted. Every particular of this fyftem is the 
link of a chain, and all equally conneCted: the more iron, timber, pot
aih, and madder, were imported, the more likewife you might have of 
wool; for the more would the colony woollen manufaCture fuffer and 
confequently. ~he lefs would be the~r ?emand ~or that commOdity,' and 
then the addltIonal demand from Bntam, at a tIme when the Britifh ma
nufaCtures were poured into every market, would completely give her 
the command of all the American wool. This importation might be
made to extend to a very large fum annually. 

As to ihips, fome, perhaps, may think the benefit refulting from them 
to the mother-country more equivocal; but, in a certain degree, I ihould 

',f Prefent State) p. 142. 
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apprehend the fupply from the colonies highly advantageous. In many 
cafes it might be found advantageous to build men of war there. But 
leaving them out of the quefiion, let us confider the repeated outcries and 
complaints that have been made in this kingdom for fo many years of the 
want of timber for {hip-building; and that fuch complaints are not ill 
grounded, every body agrees. Now, would it not be a very prudent 
meafure to referve the timber in this ifland for the ufe of the navy alone, 
and depend on America for that for merchantmen? It is by no means 
advantageous to this country, whofe agriculture is of fuch immenfe im
portance, to have any land occupied by wood that is good enough to yield 
corn, and confequently no more fhould be raifed than is neceifary; and 
fuppofing it neceffary to raife all that is requifite for the royal navy, that 
is certainly the moft: for there is no oceafion to extend it to all that is 
ufed in merchant-ihips. The latter had better all be built in America. 
Nor would there be any neceffity to lofe the manufaC1:uring of the hemp 
with which fuch :f.hips were rigged, {inee we might import it raw from 
the new colonies, and re-export it to the northern colonies, manufaC1:ured 
into fail-cloth, with as little expence as much of the hemp lies under now 
ufed by New England, &c. 

If Britain builds annually 40,000 tons of :£hipping, (I am only ftating 
a fuppofition) this, at 3 I. lOS. per ton, would alone amount to 140,000/. 

a year. Nor can I fee why the northern colonies ihould not build for all 
Europe. The building trade might eafily be carried to the underfelling 
all other countries, and efpeciaUy when the culture of hemp and the 
working the iron mines are carried to perfeC1:ion; for then there is no 
country in the world that will unite all the requiiites for building cheap 
fo completely as our colonies in North America; and that at the fame 
time while all the benefit redounds to Britain alone, and without there 
being the leaft danger to her from fuch natural advantages in them. The 
danger would be great, if we at the fame time fuffered them to be traders 
and fifhermen; but I laid it down as a rule to proceed upon, that trade,. 
filhing, and manufaCluring, were put an entire ftop to among them. 

Now, the trade of {hip-building has not only the advantage of felling 
timber (a mere drug in America) to great advantage, but of obliging thofe 
who bought it, at the fame time to purchafe fome quantity of our hemp 
and iron. Thus, if we built IOO,OOO tons of ihipping annually for 
foreigners in our northern colonies, it would make up the former amount 
500,000 I.; and I am very well perfuaded that this might be eafily effected. 
Supplying other nations with ihipping cheaper than they have it at pre
fent, would be no objeCtion to this plan, fince all the benefits they would 

3 r-eap 
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reap therefrom are not comparable to thofe which we ihould receive from 
taking their money. Nor do I think, in true politics, it would be the 
leafi advifable to refufe French gold for men of war thus built: For we 
may lay it down as a maxim, that the French will never want as many 
or more men of war than they can man: experience ihews this; 10 that 
our enemy will not meet us with a {hip the more for our felling then~ 
And moft affuredly, we had better take his money than let it be given 
either to the Swedes or the Genoefe *. 

At all events, however, at the fame time that their iron and timber, 
&c. was purchafed, and our manufacturers fold them, commiffions ihould 
be given them to build all the ihips they were able; the factors fuould 
then purchafe and load them for Europe, and the veffels be here fold to the 
beft account; but in fuch a manner as to make it anfwer better for our 
merchants to purchafe them than build at home: and, as the buunefs in
creafed, veffels, cargoes, and all to be fold in different parts of Europe 
to whoever would buy them; or, in other words, to underfell all thofe 
countries who at prefent poffefs thefe trades. 

In ihort, it is abfolutely neceffary that this nation (whatever means 
may be judged beft) fupply her colonies with manufaCtures as fully as 
pollible; that is, fo completely, that no fabric ihall exift in them for 
{ale: And if this point is well confidered, its importance will appear 
clearly to all. For while our trade with mofi nations is, as we are told, on 
the decline, while our manufactures decreafe, and heavy complaints come 
from all quarters, America is our only refource; and it is fo noble a one, 
that we want nothing but the refolution to depend on that alone, and yet 
command more trade, wealth, and feamen than we have ever yet enjoyed. 
But if we fuffer our colonies to fupply themfelves with manufactures, and 

· even export them to others, we ihall in another age make no more of our 
once fiouriihing American commerce than we now do of our once capital 

· Levant trade. I know of no means to prevent thefe evils but fuch as I 
am at pre[ent iketching; and I return in this manner to the importance of 
th~ object, to difplaythe better the neceffity of providing ftaples of {orne 

'" vVhen the Earl of O. was at Toulon, a French builder {hewed him the Foudroyantjull: 
off th: flocks. ", There, my Lord," faid the Frenchman, with no flight heauteur, " has 

· the bng of, Englan~ fueh a,!hip?" "I don't know," ,replied his Lordfhip, coolJ~, " but I'll 
allfwer for It, he Will have. -- The Frenchman did not clearly underfiand hIm, but he 
~omprehended h!s meaning better, when h: faid, " I am glad to fee you build fuch fine fhips, 
t_or I fball fee tlllS among others brought Into Port[mouth harbour." - And [0 it happened, 
tar Lord O. was at Ponfmouth when {he came in. 

fort 
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fort or other for thefe populous northern colonies, which mull either be 
fo managed or live by manufactures. . 

I have already remarked, that in their climate, which is not [0 favour
able to the maintenance of the people as the more foutherly ones, with 
refpea, I mean, to fiaples, -That we cannot expect by any means [0 
fully to fupply them with manufactures but many families muft manu
facture part of their confumption; whereas in the fouthern colonies and 
fugar i:Oands no one makes fo much as a pair of fiockings, or a pair of 
fuoes, or any individual article of drefs. And as there is, and muft be, 
fuch a difference, poffibly we fuould deduct 20 s. a head from the fup
pofed confumption of America in general, which was before found to be, 
5 l. and reckon that we might fupply thefe northern colonies with Briti:fh 
commodities to the amount of 4t. per head: 750,000 people (I reckon no 
increafe, upon the fuppofition that the neW fertile colonies would con
fiantly drain them to that amount; it ought, however, to be fo mana[:c,j 

. that they jhould do it, whether of themfelves or not) at that rate would 
take off 3,000,000 t. in goods of various kinds. I lhall not deduCt any 
thing upon account of their Wefi India lumber trade, becaufe their lhare 
is no great amount, and I think they might export it befides every thing 
I have :flzetched; the refufe of their raft trade would do for the Weft India 
market. 

Let us -now inquire how much of thefe 3,000,000 l. we could take of 
them in the above-mentioned fiaples; and, firfi, for our own ufe; 

Iron, timber, potalh, and madder, £. 740,000 

Ships, .' 140,000 

Wool, we might certainly take of them to the amount of 200,000 

1,080,000 

Before we proceed further, let us take a night view of the benefits 
which would refuIt from their fupplying us even with this million. As 
I have fuppofed the trade and fifheries of thefe colonies transferred, as in 
all common policy they ought, to the mother-country, they confequently 
can have no fund wherewith to purchafe necdfaries of Britain but the 
amount of her importations from them, for which reafon it ought not to 
be attempted to fupply them with manufactures to a larger amount; for 
this plain reafon, becau[e they could not pay for them: and if we took 
from them no more than this million's worth of fiaples, we could attempt 
no more than underfelling their manufactures to the amount of a mil-

~ ~ ,,-. 
",'.J 11 '0 
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lion's worth of our goods: And I lliould add, that even fuch a fale of 
Britiih commodities would be attended with great effects; it would throw 
fuch a languor into the remaining two-thirds of their fabrics as would 
bid very fair for preventing their ever rifing again to that pitch which had 
given umbrage to the mother-country. When once their manufactures 
were reduced to the mere fupply of that part of their own confumption 
unfatisfied by Britain, they would then dwindle away in a regular propor
tion to the increafe of Britain's importation of ftaples *. 

-
As to the great importance of paying for 880,000 I. worth of the above 

goods in manufactures, inftead of calli fent out of the kingdom, it is too 
obvious to need enlarging UpOIl. 

Now, as to the extending thefe imports for a foreign trade as well as 
an home confumption, all thefe advantages would, in fuch cafe, be propor
tionally extended. 

Suppofe we fell to Portugal and the Mediterranean iron, naval 
fiores, and timber, to the amount of - -

To other countries, 
Shipping, 100,000 tons, ----
Madder and potalli, 

C·50o,000 

200,000 

350 ,000 

150 ,000 

--
£. 1,200,000 

By means of taking this amount from the northern colonies, we iliould 
fupply their demand of neceiTaries all but the fum of 720,000 I. Manufac
tures to which amount need not be an objeCt of jealoufy to the mother
country, in a climate fo unfavourable to fiaples; not, however, that the 
above exportation might not be increafed to that amount: I am confident 
it might, arid that for too many reafons to infert here. But that, or 
any exportation at all, or even the fupplying of our own confumption, 
depends totally upon the fpirit with which the government carried the 
plan into execution. All the trades of the world are open to thofe who 
will fell the cheapeft; and in proportio~ to the expence fubmitted to in the 
article of under[elling, to fuch a degree would the manufactures of the 
colonies decreafe, and Britain's exportation of calli for the above-fpecified 

"* The operation of und~rfelling b~ an exchange. of goods is very fimple. It is nothing but 
a transfer of debts. Certain perfons In the colonIes fupply the faaors with 100.0001. worth 
of imn and deals, and the factors fupply other perf ODS with the fame amount ~f manufac
ture3; a mere transfer of bills fettles this at once.· The ulld~rfillil1g lies in the price fixed 
upon the manufaCtures. 

commodities 
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commodities IefTen. In refpect, however, to her @wn confumptiol1, £he 
would have doubie advantage, by means of the power of laying duties. 
on the rival commodities. The vigour of the proceeding £hould in this, 
as in aU other .meafures, be proportioned to the benefits in view. The 
€xportarion of 1,080,000 I .. worth of manufactures for thofe commodities 
which we at prefent pay "ready money for, everyone will furdy allow to 
be an object highly deferving the warmefi endeavours to accompli£h, and 
very well wortli the expence requifite to effeCt it. 

This expence would not amount to fo much as many at firfi fight may 
imagine; perhaps it might be found, that the whole difference in a year 
or two might be made up by additional duties on the fame imports from 
other nations. I fee no reafon why iron, for one article, £hould not be deli .... 
vered in any part of Britain cheaper from our colonies than from Ruffia, aa 
the American iron mines are in the neighbourhood of the fea-coafi, while 
thofe of Ruffia are all in Siberia, at the vafi difiance of three or four thoufand 
miles from Petedburg. Our American iron wants nothing but being 
brought to market to drive away that of the Baltick; but if it did not at onc~ 
produce that effect, duties £hould be immediately laid, to give it the advan
tage.-The only expence therefore would be, the difference of the freight 
of the deals and timber between America and Norway, and the Baltick. 
This difficulty £hould be leffened by an additional duty on the latter, and 
the remainder made up at the expence of the nation, until the colonifil 
were become expert in the trade, and confequently enabled to fupply the 
demand cheaper than at firft. All kinds of timber lie much nearer water-' 
carriage there than in the eaft countries, and are of lefs value ,as they 
grow. The only fuperiority of the latter is, that which reruIts, as Mr. 
Gee obferved, from having been fo long in the trade. The other fuperio
rities of the Americans; aided bly an additional duty, would, in all proba
Ilty, bring the difference of freight to a trifle, fince it is Norway alono. 
that is nearer toBritain, the Baltick being almoft equally diftant, and even 
much further from the weftern coafis of Britain. However, the whole 
€xpence of the plan would confift in turning thi~ fcale, whatever it might 
amount to, for a few years. There can be little doubt but 50,0001. a year" 
would fully effeB: it. But.if a much larger fum was requifite, it would 
be infatuation to lore the benefits of fuch a prodigioufly advantageousefFefr,· 
through a principle of falfe reconomy.· For we £hould not only make a. 
hea vy attack upon the manufaCtures of the colonifis, increafe our own 

,aboye a millionfterling, and put an end to a tra.de which drains the nation 
of its calli, but at the {arne time prodigioufly increa[e our feamen, and con
fe,quently onf mofiimportant and truly national power. 

F f f But 
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But it is now time to examine ·into the force of thofe objeClions which 

this propo[al will probably meet with. 

I. It may be a{ferted, that the employment of merchants, factors, &c. 
might Coon degenerate into fo many job!, to the vafi expence of the na
tion, but to very little effect in anfwering the wifhed-for end. 

I readily admit the pofition, that fuch a plan might be made a job; 
and likewife, that when once it did becoQj.e a mere job, all the good of 
it would be at an end. But then let me aik, Is this an objection to the 
plan, or to its poJlible execution? Are all mea[ures bad that can be ill exe
cuted? I defire to know what parliamentary grants there are that cannot 
be made a jub of? To object to a beneficial mea[ure, becaufe it admits 
of being badly executed, is juft the fame as to avoid curing a diftemper 
and re-eftablifhing health, becaufe health may be abufed. It is found a 
very neceffary meafure for the parliament to grant ~oo,ooo I. a year for 
building and repairing of !hips, and large fUms frequently for harbours,. 
fortifications, bridges, &c. all which moil certainly may be made job$ 
of; whether they are or 110t, it is not my bufinefs to inquire. Now, 
does any man object to fuch grants, becaufe of fuch poffible evils attend
ing them? By no means. There is no neceffity of their being converted 
into jobs; but if jomething of that nature mufi, and will infinuate itfelf 
into the expending the public money, yet the eye of the people, and the 
ear of the Houfe, are open to great abufes j and as to fmaller ones, they 
are' fubmitted to as a part of the expence. The objection againft fo advan
tageous a meafure, becaufe it is poffible to abufe it, by beiug an argument 
that proves too m.uch, proves nothing. 

1I. Bin, fay others, the extenfive nature of this plan would occafion 
many more ~bufes than are common, a~d the uncertainty of the'expenee 
open a multItude of doors to knavery. '". . 

The fact is contrary to this affertion;. for the government already 
haye in many inftances infinitely more complex, uncertai1n, and extenuve 
meafures of expence to conduCt: than the propofed one would be. The 
p:oviding for a military expedition; the hiring tranfports; the providing. 
vlauals, f~age, bread, &c. &c. much of which is tranfafred through 
merchants, is, an hundred times more complex and open to abufes than 
the plan before us.-Such bufinefs is carried on in time of war, when 
of cour[e every department in the fiate has. fix times more bufinefs than 
in peace, and all the difficulties to be overcome proportionably greater. 
And as to the uncertainty of it, the latter vafily exceeds the former; for 

the 
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the propored trade would be as regular as poffible, the ports the fame,and the 
people dealt with the fame. -Why cannot the board of trade contrafl for [uch 
and fuch affortments of manufactures, as well as other boards contract for 
flores, bread, hay, oxen, an~ what not? Why cannot {hips (only of a 
given burden however) be freighted with the one as well as the other? 
If a train or an army is to be brought from America, do not the govern
ment contract for tranfports? How much eauer to freight back with iron, 
'deals, &c. But the prices of the commodities.-Thefe are as plain as the 
-reft of the buunefs. The faCtor receives a cargo of goods, and his diree':" 
tions are to fell them at the prime coft in the invoice; or at five, ten, fif
teen per cent. above it, according to his directioDs. The iron, deals~ 
pot<!£h, madder, wool,&c. returns configned to different ports, to be fold 
likewife as per invoice, or as much above it as is thought proper. Is 
there any thing .complex in this? Is the precarioufnefs, opennefs to 
abufe, &c; any thing like equal to the fervices abovG-recited? and efpe
cially tranfaaed in a time of peace .without the hazards or extra-expenees 
of war. 

IlL It would be injuring the merchants. 

By no means. The benefits refulting from fueh.a freightage would be 
·vaftly greater than any thing they could lofe. But they would lore nothing; 
for when the American cargoes came to be fold, would they not have their 
profit on them as well as on thofe from the Baltick? But fuppofe they 
did lofe by it, whofe interefts :lhould give way, thofe of a particular fet of 
merchants, or thofe of the whole community? I ·hope it will not be 
thought an injury to our manufacturers, nor to our failors: the employ. 
ment of both would be as twenty to one. 

IV. But· the Ruffians, if you did not take your iron and deals of them, 
as at prefent, would not let us have their hemp and flax, which we could 
not do without. 

Was fuch an event to happen (which, however, is wonderfully impro
bab1e, in a commodity that is paid for in bullion) it would be the moLt 
fortuIlate circumfhmce of all. I have fuppofed throughout the propofal, 
that at the fame time we executed it, the new colonies on the Miffiffippi 
and Ohio £hould be fettled; there we might immediately raife all the 
hemp we wanted; for 500,000 people, who are now in want of employ
ment in our own colonies, and would, as I before obferved, fettle in thofe 
tracts, (for which they have petitioned more than once) would raife us 

. much more hemp than we haveoccailon for, and give us a trade in it as 
Fff2 w~ 



POL I TIC ALE S SAY S. ESSAY V. 

well as a confumption. But if the pre[ent propofal was executed, and 
fuch hemp, through the want of management, (for it could be nothing 
elfe) was not produced as we expected, yet fuch an embargo upon that 
of Ruffia, as is here fuppofed, would at once execute the bufinefs, and 
give us enough of our own. For a proof of which, let us remember the 
great difficulties this nation was under in 1703 for the want of an imme
diate fupply of pitch and tar for the royal navy, owing to a monopoly the 
Swedes had made of it, abfolutely infifting upon their Own price and their 
own navigation, upon which Dr. Robinfon, the envoy, was ordered to 
remonftrate, which he did, but to no effect: upon which the bounty upon 
pitch and tar from America was given by the Parliament, the confequence 
of which was, we have ever fince been fupplied at one-third of the price 
we ufed to pay the Swedes~ and the amount of the bounty much more 
than made up by the quantities exported to foreigners *. Now, for want 
of fuch impolitic meafllres in the Swedes before, we had annually paid 
them a large fum in caih for thefe commodities; and have done the fame to 
this day to the Ruffians for hemp and Hax, and never vigoroufiy fet about 
€ultivating them in the plalltations, (indeed we never had fuch opportuni
ties as fince the laft peace) becaufe the Ruffians condefcended to take our 
money as ufual; but if they were once to act the part of the Swedes, the 
confequence would be the fame. But it is a moft unhappy thing, that this 
nation will not adopt fuch neceifary meafutes until abfolutely drove to it. 
We ihall never command hemp and flax until we fettle the Miffiffippi and 
Ohio; nor ever want them after. . ,I, 

V. The expence would be too great for the nation (fo incumbered) to 
bear; efpeciaUy as it would all be paid by the public, whereas the benefits 
would inrich individuals alone. 

The reader, doubtlefs, recolleCls, that I propofed the execution of this 
p1an to Iaft no longer than till the Americans were become ikilful in the 
bunnefs, and the trade fettled in the new channel; after which fuch du-· 
ties migh~ ~~ laid on the fame goods from the eaft country as ~o amount 
to a prohlbmon, and enable the trade to America to [upport itfe1f. Now, 
fupP?fe the expence did amount to 50, 60, or even 100,000 l. a year, and 
that It was continued for even five years, which is granting more than is 
nec~ffary, let me appeal to any unprejudiced perfon, if the benefit of fup
plymg ourfelves With fuch neceffary commodities, inftead of lyiQ-g at the 
mercy of others i-of purchafing them with our manufactures inftead of 

*' See an account of tiLe whole aif~ir in Poftlethwayte, Art. NavaL Storts, with Dr. 
Robin[Qn's Letter. 

our 
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our builion i :...- of fetthig to work a vaft multitude of our'prefent uriem
ployed poor ;-' -of increafinggreatly, the number of our failors ;-of laying 
the fure foundations of aconfiderable::export in thefe commodities; -.- of 
reducing thofe manufactures of the colonies, which give fuchjuft alarm to 
thi'S kingdOlh: Let me, I· fay, aik, if thefe are not objects worthy of our 
money, if fuch truJy natiOJ)al defigns would be a benefit to individuals 
alone? Let thofe gentlemen,. who urge the neceffityof fuch reconomy, 
'exprefs their ideas of the expences whi<::h.are neceffary, and. thofe which 
are ntr)t; let. us examine the firft, and fee if the lift, contains many five 
hundred thoufand pounds as expedient as this.-But it isver'y common 
for many to preach againftpublic expences, without explaining what is 
neceffary: if that was done, we fhould find fums creep into the account, 
againft which all their own arguments might be ufed, with fix times the 
propriety. 

III. Introduce the Culture qf Silkatzd Vinesfo ejfeCiu'ally into the Tobacco 
Oolonies, as to infurethe. Inhabitants making as much of ·both! as 
polJible. 

The only obje8:ion that ever was madero the northern colonies fupply
ing the nation with timber was, the expence of freight on fuch' a bulky 
commodity; - but in refpect to filk and wine, the cafe is totally dif
ferent. Even thofe who have been the warmeft againft hazarding the leaft 
expenee in the former cafe, yet allow that we might certainly be fupplied 
with thefe rich commodities; It anfwers greatly to bring £Ilk even from 
the Eaft· Indies; and wines are frequently carried from Madeira to the 
Weft Indies, and brought from thence to England. All commodities of 
luxury will bear great expences: the freight bears by no means [uch a 
proportion to their full value as in thofe ofneceffity. The freight of filk 
is a mNe nothing, and :that of wines not confider able enough to' make 
arty difference on that account in the con{umption. In thefe articles there
fore, the nation would be at no expenees of freight:tohring the pro duc-
.tions of our colonies upon a par with thofe of other nations. . 

That both wines and filk might be produced in the tobacco colonies, I 
have, I apprehend, already fully proved. There remains therefore at 
prefent only to examine into the means of extending their ·culture .. "Nei
ther of thefe artic1eshave (as' I recollect) met with' any encoi.lragement 
from the legiflature. The excellent Society for the' encouragement of 
arts, manufactures, and commerce, has offt;red fome premiums for both 

thefe 
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thefe objects, -which ihew that they think them of great nat'ional import
ance; but they are infinitely too trivial to effeCl: the defired end; nor do 
I imagine that mere premiums, however confiderable; would ever effeCt it. 

The inhabitants of thefe colonies are very numerous, and: not one in 
forty of them have any more notion of raifing a vineyard or feeding filk
worms, becaufe of the Society's premiums, than the farmers, in Britain 
have of cultivating madder upon that account. Here and'there an inge
niDus I planter may be found who will make attempts"but the number of 
fuch is infinitely too fmall to' trufl fu great an· interea of the nation to the 
ch.ance of working its own way with no other affiftance than that of pre
mlUms. 

It is fuppofed that foreign vines might be cultivated in thefe colonies 
to the greateft advantage. Now, in what manner are planters in thefe 
countries to procure fets? And fuppofe a few fpirited men had over
come many difficulties, yet, of what account would one or two vineyards, 
·or mulberry gardens., be to .the, fupplying fix ·or feven hundred thoHfand 
people with ftaple~? We may be aifured, that all the Society's premiums 
can do is, to prove the praaicability of the affair, but will never be attended 
with.the execution of it; nor would. bounties given by the-Briti:ih parlia
menteffeCl: much more. 

What I w01:11d therefore humblypropofe in this cafe 'Would be, to pro
cure from thofe parts of Europe, wherein raw filk is made, a confiderable 
number of perfons well ikilled in the bufinefs; flich, it is very well known, 
are eafily to be had. Pollibly the inhabitants of the Greek iflands, &c. 
would be as proper as any. Thefe people :/bould, at the government's 
expence, be [pread over thofe colonies purpofely to infirua the people in 
the feeding and management of the worms, and the winding the filk. 
Where the fpontaneous growth of mulberries was infufficient, the plan
ters fhould he encouraged to propagate more: the worms fhould at firft 
be given gratis to all; and the foreigners maintained by the government, 
while they moved about the country infiruaing the people; and after
wards fettled in various parts of thefe colonies to make filk for themfelves. 
If it was found that many of the planters and others continued obfiinate, 
and would not engage in this bufinefs, care fhould be taken that they 
ihouldhaveneighbourswhowould,-thattheymight not be without examples 
before their eyes of the vafl: advantages of the practice. By which means 
a1l by degrees :"ould come into a b~finefs which they found coft little or 
nothing, but ylelded great returns. 

It 
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It is needIefs to mention any plan of affuring them of a market, filk 
being a commodity perhaps as marketable in all parts of the world as 
gold itCelf. Every pound they made would he immediately 20 s. in their 
pocket. And we are affured on very good authority, that a middling 
family may, if they are flcilful, attentive, and induftrious, make 40 or' 
'so lb. every year. 

The peculiar advantage of this profitable bufinefs taking up not above' 
five or fix weeks in the year, and being no fort of hindrance tothe making
tobacco, cultivating vines, or the labour of common hufbandry, would: 
foon make it univerfal throughout thefe colonies. And it is an advantage' 
which attends no other ftaple whatever. 

In refpea to vines, the government :lhould aCt in the fame manner j-
. that is, ihou'1d fupply with fets all that would accept them, whether of 
fuch as were imported from foreign countries, or fuch as it was thought 
proper to procure from the wild growths of the country. All fhouldl be 
tried; and proper perfons, experienced in the culture of vineyards, em,.... 
ployed in teaching thofe who received the plants the nature of their: 
management. Probably the fame perfons who were carried over on: 
account offilk would do likewife for this purpofe; fince it). moR infleed', 
I believe, in all parts of Europe. where £ilk is made in any q:uantitic;s, it 
is by the fame people that cultivate vineyards. In thofe parts.ofthecoun
try where the foil,. dimate, and expofure promifed faireR for fuccefs-, in' 
cafe the inhabitants did 'not readily engage, fome fhould be induced to do
it at all events, that fair trials might every where be made. From the 
accounts heforequotedby various authors, there can be .no doubt but yari
ous wines might be made in thefe provinces,. as good- of their Jort as any 
in Europe; and'fuch as would· greatly letf-en, if not quite put an end tOt· 
our importation of foreign wines; and I need not dwell upon the infinite: 
benefits. whi«h would refult from fuch an event ;-'and efpeciany at a time' 
when the trade to Portugal is fol1owingfo faft our other branches.qf Euro':'" 
,ean' 'commerce; that is, .growing worfe and worfe every d~y~ As. the' 
Portuguefe decreafe in their import of ourman\liaaur.es,.&c~ it highly. 
li>ehov.es us to leffeL\ our imports or-their wines. .' < 

It would~ l1owever, he abfolutely neceffaryin, theconduaing of fuch an' 
nnder.taking,· to take c.are that the plante~,. when. his wine was made, (lidl 
not for a· moment want a ~arket: For. there is, in·. the whole extent of 
€ultivation no damp equal to' that of not being able tp fel1;a pwduCl when 
r.aife(t. The produce of fuch. vineyards as) wet:e inferior to others would' 

pay 
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pay very well for difiilling; and the good fhould be fent to Britain, where 
they ihould be fold cheaper than foreign wines; but I am not clear whether 
it would be doing them any favour to import them duty-free. To render 
them very cheap would be a certain way of lofing the confumption of the 
better fort of people,who, in all the articles of luxury, prize things 
pretty much according to their expenee. If American wines were very 
cauly to be had, it would never be the ,fafhion to drink them.' The moft 
political plan would therefore be, to make not much difference in the price 
at fit:fl; but if they were really found (as they undoubtedly would be) equal 
in goodnefs to what we import of the lame kinds from abroad, then the 
confumption would be at the command of the government, by means of 
additional duties laid upon the latter; fo that none would fall too much in 
price1 and yet inducements enough in play to tempt the people to drink 
the growth of the colonies : the confumption of which would, in fome 
meafure, depend upon the forts ~ a Burgundy, or a claret, would probably 
be much fought after~though perhaps, were thofe wines as cheap as 
Port they would, not be fo much in refpea : but this is nothing more than 
conjeaure. ' 

Ireland confumes above 150,000 I. a year in French claret alone *. To 
calculate, the whole confumption of the three kingdoms, in all forts, at 
5°0,000 I. cannot, 'therefore, he over the truth. Now, fuppofing only 

, 400,000/' of this quantity ,<Vas fupplied by the tobacco colonies, it would 
be a certain confumption of fo much of our manufactures. The people 
in thefe colonies appeared to be7 50,000, and Ibefore fuppofed I50,000 

to leave them, and fettle in the tracts of the Miffiffippi, &c. the remain
derwould therefore be 600,000, whofe confumption of. nece{fary manu
factures amounts at the loweft to 3,000,000 l. If they each made. 5 lb. 
of raw filk, and 400,000 t: worth of wine, and 300,000 I. in tobacco, the 
whole would. amount to 3,700,000 I. or fomething better than 6/. a 
head: No extravagant fuppofition, firice it is but I 3 s. more than the ftaples 
now raifed in the rice colonies, and 2 I. 9 j. lefs than thofe of the fugar 
Wands. But, without exteridingthe calculation further than the amount 
of their certain confumption,or 3,000,0001. it would be Q,6so,coo I. 
more than 750 ,000 perfonsin thefe colonies nowfupply us with, and con
fequentlyan additional demand forour manufactures, &c. to that amount: 
And at the fame time, all this people's ihate of the colony one's put an 
end to at once, which neceffarily amounts to this additional fum, either 

'" 'EjJa)'s r;~ Hujbandry, p. 129. 
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purchafed of their northern neighbours, or made amongfl: themfel Yes, but 
cl)iefiy the latter. Such would be totally demolifhed ; for I SO,OOO people 
leaving the country to fettle elfewhere, and [uch profitable ftaples at the fame 
time· introduced among the reft, would efFeCtually ruin all the fabrics 
jn the country. And, as to the after-increafe of the inhabitants, Britain 
could reap nothing but advantages from it, while they were employed 
a.bout fuch beneficial articles as wine and filk; the latter of which might 
be extended to any amount, without the leaft danger of· wanting a market . 
. The importance of all which circumfiances is too obvious not to be clear; 
.and the expence to the nation too fmall to tequireparticular anfwers to 
the objeCtions which may be made on that account. 

IV. Introduce Jucb frdb Staples into tbe fluthern-contineJlfal and Sug'ar 
Colonies, as the Soil and Climate would admit, with prqjit; extend the 
Culture of tbofe not yet brought to PerfeElioll. 

The new ftaples which particularly require our attention, are cochi
neal, tea, and [pices; and the old ones, which greatly want a more vigo
rous culture, are cotton, cocoa and coffee. The pollibility of producing 
cochineal and [pices has already been proved, and the probability of tea 
likewife; but, left to the attention of planters alone, they never will be 
.~ffeCted; unlefs the government interferes, by giving proper encourage
ment to rucK undertakings, it is idle to think of fuch exceedingly bene
ficialevents taking place. 

Thefe articles, however, would require but.a fmall expence, and the 
empl<?ymellt: of very few people, compared with. theextenfive bufinefs 
.before :fketched, concerning iron and timber. In refpeCt to the execution, 
it would, in the firfi place, be nece£fary to gain as complete a knowledge 
of the nature and culture of thofe plants as poffible, by fuch means as the 
.government difcovered to be the moft likely to fucceed. Plants, or feeds 
of the tea-ihrub, in cafe it was thought not to be already (which, how
ever, there is great reafon to believe it is) in South Carolina, might be 
gained by dexterous management from China; and; in all probability, 
people with them to di.reCt the cultivation; but neither one nOl' the other 
. would ever be gained if the Eaft India company had the leaft to do in the 
.tran[aclion, for reaicms obvious enough. The opuntia or cochineal
ihrub is found in great plenty in all our i:f1ands; the only thing requifite 
would be to gain the art of properly managing the infeas: no difficult 
matter [ure fo near the Spanifh colonies: and as to [pices, there arc proofs 
fufficient of their bc;ing already in the i:f1ands of Tobago and Granada, 

G g g a:;.l 
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as has been already difplayed; fo' that the grand bufinefs would confiil 
in making proper experiments upon materials already in our poffeffion. 

The proper method of doi-rig this, would be to engage fome intelligent9 , 

feniible planters, whofe lands feemed of the proper kind, to make fair, 
complete, and repea:\ied trials; the tea, in the back, hilly parts of the' 
Carolinas; the fpices in Tobagot and the cochineal in Jamaica, &c. The 
whole expenee fhould not only be borne by the government, but the lofs· 
of the land (if it proved a 10fs) made good. A few acres would be fuffi-
cient for all thefe trials. Half an' one is quantity fufficient for afpice
park; all the forts· already found in the iflands :!houler be cultivated in a' 
mafierly manner, according to given directions, and then it would pro
bably be found that the prefent inferiority of their produce arifes· merely 
from a want of cultivation. If fome difappointments did happen, the 
fcheme £bonld neverthelefs be continued in full vigour, with fuch varia ... 
tions from ti me to time as bid the faireft for removing aU difficulties. 
The fame encouragement and attention :lhould be given to cochineal; the' 
{uccefs of which cannot be doubted: And in refpect to tea, a very fmall 
qu~ntity of land,. in different plantations, onfuch foils as bore the neareft: 
affinity to thaI which in China produces it, would be fufficient for the 
trial~. Many wOll'ld doubtlefs he made before the true flavour was gained, 
even if the plant was procl,lred with the utmoft certainty; for there muft 
be an .art in the caring which nothing but ex.perience cotlldc give, unlefs- a;. 
few Chinefe '[vere gained to inftruct our people~ 

That fuch experiments as there are extremely practicabfe,. no one can 
deny; that fuccefs in them would he of vaft importance to this kingdom, 
every body will anow; that the expence of making them would be very 
trifling, muil be apparent to all :. 'Vhat objections then: can be made to the 
undertaking? I Hatter lJlyfelf, nORe that axe well founded. As to the 
expence, a few hundred pounds would effect it; but if it amounted to a 
few thoufands, it ought neverthelefs to be executed: for the benefits refult
ing from even a partial fuccefs, are infinitely great~ vVe purchafe all thefe 
three articles, and tea efpeciaIly, with our bullion; we pay an enormous 
price for them, owing to theif being aU at prefent monopolies; whereas, 
could we produce them in our own fettlements, they would be bought with 
our manufaCtures, and the culture extend, in matters of [12.ch vaft value 
and demand, to any amount we pleafed, for the purpofes of foreign ex
portation: Nor would there be the leaR: neceffity for the public revenue 
being by thefe means hurt; iince thefe commodities from our colonies 
would bertI the prefent duties as well as what we at prefent import; and 
after certain quantities being produced, additional duties laid upon the 

latter 
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~Iatter would throw the whole bufinefs into our own 'hands, wi:thoutinjur
ing the revenue a ihilling; betides the great increa:fe ,it would receive from 
what we exported to other nations, which would in01"eafe to a great height, 
confide ring the monfirous price fixed by the Dutch on fpices being near 

Jixty times the amount of the price at which they procure them. This is 
not a proper place to inquire accurately into our importation ofthefe three 
articles; but the following £ketch I am very clear is much under the mark1 

and reckoned at the prime coil. 

Spices, - -* Tea, -
t Oochilleal, - -

--
-

.[. 150 ,000 

5°0 ,000 
IOO,OO@ 

[,. 750 ,000 

Now, fuppofing our confumption of there articles no greater, 'what i:. 

prodigious benefit would it be to the nation to purchafe them with her owit 
manufactures and produce, and to bring them home in her own '{hipping! 
Add to this the trade we ihould procure in them with foreigners. If fuch 
immenfe benefits do not prove the neceffity of executing thefe plans, no
thing can. ' 

In refpeCt of -coffee, cocoa, and cotton, they are aU produced in final! 
quantities in our Wands, fo that to extend their -culture, there are no diffi .. 
'culties to be encountered: fome cotton is likewife raifed in the fouthern 
'continental colonies.-But we yet depend principally upon the Levant 
importation, for [0 rreceffary an article for our manufactures. Coffee, the 
French produce in theiriilands in very largequanties, even to the amount 
'of above 10,000,000 of pounds annually, from which their profit muft 
be itnmenfe; and it is well known that the little we raife is equally good 
with theirs. Our importation of coffee fwm the Levant and the Eaft 
Indies is very confiderable; one of the company's £hips has been known 
to bring home above 1,000,000 lb. Chocolate is likewife another very 
,great article of our confumption, which our own iIlands mon tmdoubt .. 
-edly might yield us; for while the Spaniards had Jamaica, their beft 
;and principal cocoa-walks were in that iIlan.d. Nor Can any Culture be 
more profitable than this of cocoa. The produce of a walk being very 
coniiderable, and the expence but fmall: twenty negroes are fllfficient to 
manage a plantation of 50,000 cocoa trees, which may produce,one 

~ About +,400,000 lb. at +s. per lb. amounts to 8'80,000 t. 
t TheSpaniardil bciHg annually above 900,000 lb. of it ,from their colonies. 

GggQ ~tt 
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year with another, 100,000 lb. of nuts; thefe, at about 4~ d. per lb. the 
lowefc price they are generally ever fold for in America, produce 1,8751. 
which is 93 I. per head employed: Sugar itfelf does not near equal this * . 
. J cannot apprehend that we purchafe of foreigners in thefe articles to a 
Iefs amount than 25o,000/.--And as they are already known in our 
colonies, nothing is wanting but fome encouragement to the extending 
their culture: Perhaps ih this cafe a finall bounty would effeB: the end 
without other affifcance; and the conD.:quences of fupplying ourfelves 
with all fuch commodities, without letting the indufcry of foreigners 
drain us of our fpecie for them, are too apparent to need any enlarge
ment on.--We therefore find, t.hat, in the precedi.ng articles, .. ' this na
tion purchafes of-foreigners to the amount of a million' fterling, and 
chiefly pay for in [pecie tb01e very commodities which her own colonies. 
might fo eafily yield her in exchange for her manufaB:ures-that is" 
for the labour of her, at prefent, unemployed poor; and all this to be 
fo eafily effeB:ed, only at the expence of a vigorous attention to her in ... 
terefts, and the price of a few thoufand pounds! 

.V. Introduce the Culture oj Vines into Bermudas, and plant the Bahamaso 

The Bermudas or Summer Wands, being already peopled, want nothing 
but a ftaple, and none are fo proper as vines; but the flight premiums of 
the fociety are much too inconfiderable to effeB: it. I {hall not enlarge 
upon this head, as the conduB: requifite for the fame buGnefs upon the 
continent would be precifely neceffary here. 

It has been afferted, and the faB:, if at all confidered, cannot be doubt .. 
ed, that many people from the northern colonies would fettle in thefe 
iDands if their freight was found by the government, and a fmall fort 
built upon e,ach ifland planted, for the inhabitants fecurity againft pirates 
and fudden mvahons of an enemy. And, as there is already a governor 
and other officers efcabliilied for all the Bahamas, nothinp" but a fmall 

o 
fortification and garrifon upon each ifland that was planted would be 
necd:::xy; and they who know the rocky nature of fome of their coafls, 
will eafily conceive that the expenee of a few fmall forts would be trifling 
compared to::ne very great advantages which would refult from the 
fc1v:me, A:-~c~<wlleQ pl~ntations were formed, proper experiments upon 
'J:~nous tW;,?'lCCll produB:lOns :fhould be encouraged, that the mofl: beneficial 
e:ulture' be the fooner difcovered. It is aftoniihing that fome of 

our 
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Qur great nobility have not got grants of iflands in this Archipelago, and· 
peopled a'nd' planted them; the foil and climate would enfllre them a 
noble profit upon fuch u?,dertakings, which redound fo infinitely to ·the 
honour of allthofe who have the fpirit and capacity to execute them~ 

Let us now draw into one' point of view the benefits which would re
fult to Britain from remedying", in the manner I have iketched, th~ 
defeCts {he at prefent experiences in her colonies. 

In the firftplace, tneir manufaClures would be put down, and none 
. for [ale in" apoffibility of exifiing; all they could have would extend no 
further than' what private peopJe'might make within their families for 
their own ufe .. 

~ Their trade andjijherywould. be· transferred' to' the mother-country, 
which, by'that means,wouldgain 30,.0.0.0 fearnen, and a million and a 
half fterling annually, in freights ... 

Britain would receive additionaLftaples from her colonies to the follow .. ,· 
ing amount, in exchange for her rnanufattures, which at pre[ent {he·: 
purchafes.of other nations and chiefly with fpecie : . 

Hemp and flax, ' 
Iron and timber, 
Potailies, 
Madder, 
Wine *, 
Raw filk t, 
Wool, . 
Spices, 
Tea, 
Gochineal, 

-.-

-

-. 
Cotton, coffee, and chocolate, 

Carryover, 

'if: The con[umption fuppo[ed 100,000 I. more. 

-

-

£·3.o.o,00() 

440 ,000 

100,000' 

200,000 . 

4 00,000 

500,000 

200,000 ) 

1$.0,00.0 ~, 

500,000 

100,00.0 ' 

250 ,000 j 

--' 

t This mull: be under the 111ark, as we pay Piedmont 200,000/. and more to the Indies. 
See Poftlethwayte, Art. Silk and Pcgtt. 

Dittoll 
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. Brought over, - C. 3,140 ,000 

Staples, which would, be 'fold to foreigners. 
~Iron, timber and naval frores, -' £ .. 7°°,000 

Shipping *, 35°,000 

l\1adder. and potdh, 15°,000 

Tobacco, 100,000 hogiheads, 5 00,000 

'For fpices, tea and cochineal,hemp, flax and 
wine, we may certainly allow 

Rawfilk t, .- 200,000 

2,500,000 

--

The reader aoubtlefs remarks, that the article [pices, tea, wine, hemp, 
&c. is fo very low that we could not well fully fupply our own confump
tion, and re-export fo littIe,efpecially in articles which at prefent are 
monopolies. 

The {hipping is reckoned fo low as 3 l. lOS. per ton, a price which 
~vould certainly underfell all the world. 

Silk, which makes fo confiderable an article, is, a commodity of fuch 
llniverfal confumption, that if the quantity was double, there could from 
thence .arife no doubts of a fale. 

\Vhatever objections may be made to any particular article or articles, 
the others iliould be at the fame time examined, when it would be found 
,that what one might be thought to exceed in, in another would bear a pro
portionate rife., 

To this account {bould be added the duties upon the exported tea, fpice, 
,cochineal, and wine, which would all bear them well, and likewife on the 
tobacco; .all which would amount toa very confiderable fum. 

The difference of importing many of thefe articles in our own ihips, 
'or .before in foreign ones, particularly the iron, timber, &c. would 
. amount to near 10,000 t feamen. And it would be calculating the navi-

'If. To obviate all objeclions, I have left out of this general account our OWll lhipping. 

l' The total made was 3)~oo,ooo I. See page 408• 

t Tn 1747, the tonnage of the Swedi!h and Dani!h ihips that came to Britiih ports 
o.rnounted to above 72,000 tons • .., 

f. gatioll 
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gation of the additional exports very low indeed, not· to make them 
amount to 15,000 more. But if only ~o,ooo were gained in the whole, it,: 
would, be a.~o:ll prodigious. benefit, and make, the whole number uP:' 
50 ,000 addItional {eamen •. 

What an. immenfe employment for ourmanufa8:urers wGuldre[uIt 
from this fyftem of policy. Were fuch a demand to exift, and in the 
regular manner which it certainly would, Britain would foon'regain her' 
loft million and a half of inhahitants, which fome politicians aifert has . 
taken . p~ace fince' the revolution; and at the. fame tilne all our poor tha t·: 
eould work would be employed, .. our rates prodigiou£ly leffened, and 
no one in the nation maintained by the public but fuch as were decrepid, . 
lame, blind, &c. Our vagrants would be feen no more.. Employment~" 
which yields maintenance, is the only means ofbaniihing idlenefs.. . 

The riches·of the :whole kingdom wouldincreafe;confumptfon would :;': 
cDnfequently increafe, and with ,it prodigioufly' the public revenue; 
which, as 1 before obferverl, would likewife receive vafl:. aaditions from the, 
new duties., In, fuch a fituation,. can ,any one, doubt that the nation, 
would not be· better .ableto. bear a debt of three hundred . millions; than. 
lhe iSlat prefent to fUPP9rt one of ,half the amount! . 

vVhat irilmenfe· con[eqllences 'would attendfu'ch' acondutl:: as' I have' 
lketched! The gain of 50,000 feamen-freightage to the amaun-tof· . 
feveral millions,.....--a fifhery worth near half a ,million-the exportaC.· 
tion of manufactures to the·amo1:lut of above feven millions :-.---A pr-o-, 
digiousincreafe of revenue. Thefe are 'all articles of the utmoftimpqr-· 
tance to her power, her wealth, and her PQPulation.;. 

The con[umptiou' of manufaCluresand 'importsiriall the' 
Britifh colonies at 5l . ahead·amountsto. - - £. Hh5q0;DO()~ 

Their prefent ftaples, - £. 3,880,55-0 

The preceding additional ones,' for our own 
con[umption, 3,14:0 ,000 

--- 7,o~o;550 . 

If the plan was to be extended no further than our own con .... 
fumption, their manufactures would yet amount to _.. 5,479,45} 

Exportation, 4,40 (',000 

Their remaining manufactures, &c. --
1 have 
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I have formed this table to £hew, that the preceding propofitionsare by 
. no means fo extravagant as many may fuppofe them, fince we find that 
.the full execution of it would not be fufficient abfolutely to flop all manu
faCturing in _the colonies :--That is, would not be fufficient to render 
our northern ones as beneficial to us in that re[peB: as the fouthern-conti
nental and the iilands. As we have two millions and an half of fubjects 
in that part of the world, it furely highly requires our attention to have 
the fupplying them with manufaCtures totally to ourfelves; and efpecially, 

. when nothing is requifite to effeCl: it but bringing to matket fuch ftaples 
as their country will produce. This remaining million worth of manu
faCtures, '&c. muft be fuppofed to be the family fabrics of the northern 
colonies, as I before remarked the impoffibility of rendering their climate 
as beneficial as the foutherly ones. Indeed they would amount to much 
more., as the additions would arife in a much greater proportion from the 
fouthern fettlements than from them. But if the plan was well executed 
it would be impoffible for them to have any for fale; and as to their home 
,ones, Britain would have no caufe to be jealous of their amount. 

SEC T. V. 

Of the Continuance and Security oj their remaining under the Dominion of 
Great Britain. 

T HERE is no point in the modern politics of this country that 
has .been more debated, or that has occafioned a greater contrariety 

of opinions, than this of the continuance of the colonies under the power 
of the mother-country. But this difference of fentiment has refulted, in a 
great mea[ure, from a want of clearly ftating the cafe: if fufficient ex
planations had been ufed by thofe who have declared either on one fide of 
the queftion or on the other, mofi of thofe opinions might have been pretty 
well reconciled; and yet at firfi fight nothing appears more contradiCcory. 
If the cafe is examined, it will be found to admit few abfolute determi
nations; as will appear by the confideration of the following circull1-
fiances. 

If it is laid clown as a pofition, that the colonies will be eternally de
pendent upon Britain, the fuppofition mufl: be founded upon rea[ons, 
,:hich, when ~iven, will difcover certain events or circumfiances as prin
clpal1y condUCive to fuch an end, and a change in which might probably 
~e attended with a change in the conclufion; fo that the moil determinate 
iuppofiticns are formed upon preconceived premifes.-On the other 

hand, 
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hand, if it is aiTerted that the colonies will undoubtedly throw off all 
ailegiance to the mother-country, fome period for the events mufl: be 
fixed, depending either on their own riches, power, or fituation, or on 
the conduct of the mother-country; fo that, in whatfoever light the mof!: 
determinate aifertions are viewed, yet they muO: depend, according even 
to the ideas of thofe who advance them, upon many circumO:ances which 
may either quicken or retard. And that this is the real cafe, the fact is 
too obvious to need much infiO:ing on. 

It may certainly be aiked, Whether a colony, or a chain of colonies, who 
are very populous, poffefs a flouriiliing agriculture, and confequently the 
neceJ!aries of life; numerous manufactures, ancextenfive commerce, and a 
beneficial circulation of internal wealth: it may be aiked, I fay, whether 
fuch a fet of colonies are as likely to throw off the obedience to a mother
country, as another fet in every refpect the reverfe? Does not this quef
tion an[wer itfelf? Is it not very clear, that the firO: are infinitely nearer 
independency than the latter? And will not that prof pea recede in pro
portion to the circumftances omitted? 

The great pillars a.nd foundations of independency are a numerous 
people, poffeffing, through agriculture and manufactures, the necejJc1ries 
if life. No matter what other circumftances unite, thefe muO: be nece[
fary, and with them all can be of no effeCl:. If the people be not nume
rous, on comparifon with the other independent nations of the globe, all 
other advantages will not do; and even the moft numerous people, if they 
are defl:itute, from whatever caufe, ·of the necejJaries which either agricul
ture or manufactures yield, muft be {lependent. If the fugar Wands con
tained ten millions of people, as deftitute of neceffaries as they are at 
prefeJ:ilt, "Britain would be as fnre of their allegiance al'l £he is at prefent
l1rovided no power more formidable than herfe1f at fea aro[e for their pro
tection. 

I add the laR: circumftance particularly, as it is one on which almofl: all 
the reft depends. In examining this point of the continuance of our 
colonies in allegiance to Britain, we muil: fuppofe the naval power of this 
country to continue as it is--for whatever circumfl:ances may be found 
moft favourable, yet they are not of the leaO: value if our naval power 
<lid not give us the means (of enjoying them. The conneCtion between 
a mother-country and colonies, "between .whom the ocean intervenC8, lies 
at the mercy of him who is moil: powerful on that element. If the Spa
nifh colonies vvere to throw oJf the yoke of Spain, would the event de
pend on Spain? By no means: Britain \yould have it in her power mofl: 

H h h aiTuredly 
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af:tJredly to prevent the principal from red\lcing the dependents. I lay it 
down, therefore, as a maxim, that the dependence of the Britifh colonies 
on the mother-country can only be made a quefiion, while Britain is fu
perior at fea: the moment ihe lofes that fuperiority, her colonies can be 
dependent on her only through the courtefy of others. --II therefore 
previouDy fuppofe her to continue the firft maritime power in the uni
verfe. 

The firf!: dependence of our colonies, as well as all their people, is, to 
change the terms a little, upon corn worked into bread, and iron wrought 
into implements; or, in other words, it is upon mcdJary agriculture and 
1lfcejJery manufaCl:ures; f~r a people who do not pofTefs thefe, to think of 
throwing off the yoke of another who fapplies them with them, is an 
abfurd idea. This is precifely the cafe with our fugal' iflands. Let us 
fuppofe the continental-colonies to be as happy in the neceJfaryagriculture 
as they really are, but to be abfolutely without manufaB:ures, could they 
throw off their allegiance to Britain be their numbers what they would? 
No, certainly; for that is nothing more than fuppofing they i1lOuld throw 
ofF their allegiance to hoes and fpades, and coats and :/boes, which is 
abfurd to imagine: can anyone imagine that a rebellion can be carried 
on among a people, vvhen the greatef!: fuccefs mufr be attended with the 

-lofs of half the necejJaries of life! . 

I"et us fuppofe this iDand to be a French colony, that France is the firft 
naval power in the world, and that we have a very flourifhing agricul
ture, but 110 manufaB:ures. \Ve are affronted at the condua of our 
mafiers, rebel, and drive every Frenchman out of the Wand: vVhat con
fequences would attend fuch fuccefs, even if we were three times as 
numerous as our mafiers? Why, fuch a rebellion mufi infallibly wither 
away of itfelf, becaufe the interefis of the whole people would be at once 
ruined. The ground even would be untilled for want of implements, 
and the people become naked for want of cloaths: How can that be, 
fays one, when vve po{fefs and work iron mines, and fuear feveral mil
lions of ilieep? Becaufe iron and wool unwrought is as ufelefs as frone ; 
and it can never be imagined that a people would fubmit to all the evils 
of their want, until individuals, by an apprenticefhip to genius, difcovered 
the method of working the one into plough-fhates, and the other into 
doth. The rebellious army and its chiefs, fuppofe them an hundred 
thouf<lncl if you pleafe, would not only have the force of France to con
tend with, but that of every individu'al in their own nation: by tak:ing 
up arms, they laid, in fa Cl: , an interdi8: upon the ufe of the earth and 
water .--they would tell the people that they rebelled to free them, that 

they 
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they might fiarve in freedom. That this fuppofition is no e~t:'avagant 
one, is verified in our own fugar iilands, and in the fouthern-continental 
ones, fuppofing they had no conneCtion with their northern neighbours. 
To afTert that filch people, however numerous, could rebel againil: Bri
tain, is as much as to fay, that they could rebel againfi their meat and 
drink.--From hence we may determine, that, as long as our colonies 
are totally free from manufaClures, it is impojJible, in any cafe whatever, 

. that they :fhould throw off their allegiance; and likewife, that the difficul
ties, in the way of fuch an event, are proportioned to the manufactures 
fuch colonies pofTefs. 

I fpeak of manufaCtures here particularly, becau[e they are abfo1utely 
neceffitry to form an independent nation: but the reader certainly fuppofes 
that a Houri1hing commerce and fi:fheries would in all cafes be of infinite 
ailifiance to a people in compailing fuch an event: And a1fo, that the 
more military men they had among them, and the infiruments and necef
'{aries of war, would all at fuch a time be of van: importance. Let us 

• now, according to thefe ideas, take a view of the prefent fiate of the 
Britiih colonies on the continent of North America. ,.. 

They form a territory which, in. refpect of agriculture, pofTefTes aU 
the neceifaries oflife--and that to fo complete a degree, as always to 
have a fuperfluity ready for the demand of thofe that want; but never 
are in want themfelves. In every thing refpecting food they are perhaps 
the moft independent people in the univerfe. As to manufaClures, they 
pom~fs moft of thofe which are real neceifaries, being fupplied by Britain 
only to the amount of lefs than one eleventh part ~, of their con[Llmption; 
and as they trade to the Weft Indies in manufachires to the extent of 
above a million fl:erling, there is great reafon to believe that even this 
eleventh confifts of fcarce any nectJJaries, as it f"uppofes the amount of 
their confumption of European imports to be chieHy fuperfluolls manu
nufaClures and India goods: and, from the preceding review of them, 
there arifes great reafon to believe that this is really the cafe. So that I 
very much queftion whether the confumption of neceITitry manufaaures 
in thefe continental-colonies is one-twentieth part fupp1ied by Britain. 
But as in the preceding :fheets I made a regular difiinCl:ion between the 
refpeEtive colonies on this continent, founded on their production of 
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fiaples, and as I drop that diHinaion at prefent, it is neceifary to explain 
the reafons for this condua. 

The [outhem continental-colonies were found to export fiaples to an 
anlount [ufficient to purchafe all their neceuaries, and to have no manu
faCtures of their own; for which reafon, had they been disjointed from 
the others, as the fugar iflands are, they, of courfe, would have been 
taken no notice of in this inquiry; but as they are joined to the others, 
who poifefs fnch an abundance of manufaCtures as to be able fully to 
fupply them, and are at the fame time fo much more numerous and 
powerful, thefe fouthem people muft be fuppofed to follow the fortunes 
of their ftronger northern neighbours, as they might do it without in
convenience, relative to the import of neceifaries: and if any general 
prejudice againfl: the mother-country, or other caufe aCting equally on all, 
there can be little doubt but thefe weaker colonies might be induced to 
join the {honger ones, and efpecially as the force of the latter might fo 
eaGly be exerted againH them. :For thefe reftfons, it is requifite to fpeak 
of our continental-colonies under this head in general, and to omit thofe 
difiinCtions which before were fo neceifary. But if this method was not 
followed, and the northern ones alone treated of, yet it would in the end 
be the fame thing, for the lofs of thofe of our colonies which poifefs ma
nufaaures, however well inclined the reft might be, would be attended 
with the lo[s of all.--If the firft fucceeded in their rebellion, they would 
undoubtedly fuccee.d in dravving after them the latter. 

The Britifh colonies, therefore, 011 the continent of North America, 
are not only independent in refpeCt of agriculture, but very nearly fo in 
that of manufaCtures, for the fupply of a twentieth of their neceffary 
ones is but little removed from independency; and if their prefent con
duCt in the determination of fully fupplying themfelves, and the refolute 
means taken to effeCt that end be conGdered, this twentieth, or whatever 
other proportion it may be, will, moft affuredly, foon dwindle to nothing~ 

But it is not only in agriculture and manufaaures that our colonies are 
fo nearly independent of their mother-country-they pofTefs a flourifh
ing commerce, a vcry conGderable fifhery, and upon the whole a navigation, 
which not long fince employed within themfeIves 30,000 fearnen. \Vhat 
tbeir commerce precifely is at prefent I know not, but it is doubtlefs very 
confiderable. Thefe are more than poifeffions of llecejJi~r ; they are, to colo
nies, thofe of [upertluity and jJ(J7..ver~ No lefs a judge than Sir JoGah Child, a. 
fentury ago, confcqumtly before our fettlell1ents had made fuch ftrides as 
;~t pre[cnt, declared the danger of colonies pofielling trade and navigation:-

and 
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and the remark was founded in true and found politics. \Vhatever in
crcafes the power of fettlcmcnts, whore allegiance can be a moment 
doubted, increafes the caufe of fuch doubts, and gives them frefh oppor
tunities to effect the defign. Naval power is that which Britain ihould 
be mof!: jealous of. \¥hile the Britifh colonies poifefs many hundred 
ihips of their own, navigated by many thoufands of failors, and trading 
direEtly from their own ports to thofe of foreign powers, which is the cafe 
with nine-tenths of our American ones; they have a conf!:ant intercourfe 
open with thofe whofe be1.1 interef!: may urge them to give fuch affifl:ance 
to the defigll5 we are at prefent fuppofing, as would be mof!: neceifary to 
the people who harboured them. From whence it refults, that trade and 
navigation, although it be not abfolute1y neceifary to effeCt a revolt, yet 
would, undoubtedly" be of admirable ufe in the conduding it. 

The navigation, however, of our American colonies has been more 
than once exerted in aCtual feats of power, in carrying on a war-againft 
the enemies of Britain indeed; but the fame power might be exerted 
againfl: her; and, in the cafe of a revolt, mof!: certainly would. " \Ve have 
" been here," fays an American writer, " but little more than one hun
" dred years, and yet the force of our privateers in the late war (that of 
" 1744) united, was greater both in men and guns, than that of the whole" 
" Britifh navy in ~een Elizabeth's time *." What therefore muft it 
have been in the late war! Befides fuch a formidable naval force, they 
have raifed, paid, and armed great armies. During the IaIl: war they 
kept an army of above thirty thoufand men on foot. They have foun
deries of cannon, magazines of war, arfenals, forts, and fortifications; 
and even viCtorious generals among their own troops. - They have a 
fianding militia; and conflantly have the means of raifing and arming a 
formidable body of forces. Let it not be imagined, that I am drawing a 
comnarifon between the power of Britain and her colonies; far from it: 
I a~ only touching upon a few concurrent circumftances~ which add to 
the grand o'nes of an independent agriculture an,d manufadures. Suppo
flng that the latter are of capital importance to a people about to throw 
off the dominion of another, the former are likewife of vaft confequence 
to the attempt, and would render the execution much eafier than it could 
be without them. 

But perhaps it will be faid, If thefe circumfiances concur fo :l1:rong at 
prefent, why do they not throw off the dominion of Britaiu;-or rather, 

'* Obfervations .~.nmning the Increafe oj Mankind, annexed to the InterVJs of Great Britain, 
p. 56. 

why 
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why d~(1 they not, when they were fo exafperated at tbe aCt of parlia
ment which taxed them in fiamps? To which I anfv,rer; That powerful 
as thde feveral circumftances undoubtedly arc, yet the general founda
tion uiJon which their operation muil be laid, is the number of tht.: peo
ple. All I have . .lerted is, that in all cafes ~1jl independent agriculture 
and manufaCtures are neceffary; amI the other circumHances of trade, 
navirration, and military force by rea and land, of great importance. 
But it does not from thence refl11t, that thefe uniting aD1Dng a million of 
people, [pread over an immenfe breadth of country, will enable them to 
throw otT the dominion of fuch a nation as Britain; or among two -or 
even thr~e millions of people. All I have attempted to prove is, that thefe 
circumfl:ances combined, l11JIT undoubtedly may enable our.eolonies, ""hen 
arrived at a certain degree of population, to become an independent na
tion. But precifely to fix the degree of populou[ne[s, would be abfurd; 
finee even the effeB: of that would and mnH depend on external circum
fiances; A union of [everal, peculiarly favourable to the event, would render 
the execution ealier to three millions of people than it might of her wife be 
to fix.-Thirty thoufand feamen, twenty fail of the line, a pollibility of 
colleCting twenty thoufand veteran troops, a train of artillery, and maga
zines of military flores, the exifience or non-exiflence of thefe circum
fiances would, it is very evident, prodigiouily accelerate or retard the exe
cution; and how much likewife would depend upon the fituation of 
Britain at the time! For infiance, whether ihe was in the midfl: of a fuc
cefsful or an unfuccefsful war ;-in the midfl: of a fecure peace or a. doubt-· 
ful contefl:: A certain concatenation of events might give the colonies an 
opportunity of not only firiking the blow, but preventing all future hopes 
in the mother-country of reverfing it. The effect of external circum
fiances therefore mufl: be great. 

Is it in the power of the colonies at preJelll to throw off the dominion 
of Britain? It is impoffible to fay what unthought-of circumftances might 
effeCt; - but in all human probability, to every appearance, Britain would 
DOW be able not only to extirpate their trade, their manufaCtures, their 
agriculture, but even the very people themfelves, if they made fuch an 
attem:-'l. But then, the pre[ent moment, in relation to all external cir-

. CUtn:·cJ.nces, is peculiarly unfavourable to fuch a deGgn. 

But rome writers have prophefied their eternal fubjection, owing to the 
V<l(:ty of inteJ (its among them,~--the numerous and difl:inct provinces, 
govCTi1 ments, ch:uters, and what not; airerting, that thefe will for ever 
prevent the pollibility of fuch an union as would be neceIEuy to bring 

about 
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aboutthe event we are at prefent confidering. - Thefe circumftances are, 
doubtlef3, favourable to Britain, and might in certain fituations prove of 
fome confequence; - but. then, in certain others, they might not have the 
leaR: effect. In any general difguR: taken, a fimilarity of fentiment among 
them is the confequence, and an union of their hearts would foon be fol
lowed by an union of their hands. Could we ever have a ftronger proof 
of this than in the furious oppofition the ftamp act met with? A few 
years before the French and their Indians made the moR: defperate and 
cruel attacks upon them. The governmentdemonfhated clearly to them 
all, that the leaH union of councils and force would extirpate their ene
my; and all the attention pollible was given to unite them againR: the 
enemy; -' but neverthelefs, they continued broken and difunited; and 
had it not been for the efforts of Britain herfelf, the enemy would have 
ravaged their provinces to the very coafi. -" See," faid the advancers 
of this opinion, " how likely it is that the colonies ihould ever unite 
aQ"ainft their mother-country! You cannot unite them againft the com
l::on enemy! "--Their enemy is defiroyed, the peace is made, and then 
comes an aa of parliament to tax them. In a few weeks after they are 

"all in flames ;--their oppofition is univerfal; -- their determinations 
~"general ;--a committee ofreprefentatives from all the aHemblies meets 

at New York to concert meafures of defence againfl: the aa. In ihort, 
one foul animates them all, from the frozen regions of the north to the 
burning fands of the fouth; all firmly united in the mof!: determined 
refolution to oppofe the authority of Britain. Now, this faa proves (or 
it proves nothing) that, diHicult as it might be to unite them againfc the 
enemy, who were daily cutting their throats, yet an union againfl: Britain 

"was not only pollible, but eafily effected. And we may from hence, by 
analogy, conclude, that in any future time, when other circum fiances com
bine to favour a revolt, this of the union will be the laB: that is wanting. 

But here it may not be amifs to confider theprogrefs of thofe circum
fiances which are moR: favourable to a revolt, according to what at prefent 
appears to be the fyftem of Britiih policy with refpect to her colonies. 

The extenfion of their fettlements is now limited to the heads of the 
rivers which fall into the Atlantic Ocean. T have already proved, 1 ap
prehen::l, as clearly as t~e cafe v;illadn:it, from the c~ncu.rr~nt teHimo
nies or thofe ben acquamted with theIr flate, that thefe Illmts are fuffi
cient for "ery little more than the purpo[es of common hufbandry. Their 
export of tobacco has long been at a ftand, while the number of people 
in the tcbacc0 colonies are more than doubled. All increa[e of Haples 
depenJ,s at prefent upon the foutherI\ ones, which have and do increafe, 

and 
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and "vill continue it as long as they have a frefu fupply of land, by retir
ino- backwards.-The moil: advantageous part of the country, however, 
fo~ near two hundred miles from the coall:, is taken up, and the mountains 
will be fooner reached than many people imagine. However, the cafe of 
thefe colonies is not of the importance of the northern and central ones, 
in the prefent inquiry, as they are not a tenth-part fo populous and 

·powerful. Now, tobacco being the only ftaple we receive from above 
1,850 ,000 people, and in a fituation, from a want of frefh land, which mufl: 
daily decline, nor imports ftom them will fall to nothing, in proportion 
as the people increafe. Theie 1,850 ,000 will, in 25 years, be 3,7°0,000, 

and, long before they will be fo numerous, probably in lefs than ten years 
(as it begins to be the cafe at prefent) tobacco will be much lefs profitable 
to cultivate than the necejJaries if life for fupplying fuch an increafing peo
pIe; which powerful caufe, co-operating with the wearing-out of their rich 
lands, will reduce their tobacco exports to nothing. So that this numerous 
people will have nothing to fell in return for European imports but the 
produce of their trade, and their fifheries. The late regulations made in 
Britain has greatly reduced the profits of their trade; and fuppofing they 
have increafed their fiihery in proportion, yet both mufl: be infinitel y dif
proportioned to fupply them with Europeaa commodities; the confe
quence of which will be, thefe J ,850,000 increafing every day, mull: ma
nufacture totally for themfelves; and the more their numbers and manu
factures increafe, the more profitable will it be to raiie the neceffaries of 
life: all planters then will be converted into common farmers; fo that 
thefe people will then fmm a nation of hufbandmen, manufatIurers, and 
fifhermen: Britain's fiihery, and not improhably that of France too, will 
fall into the hands of thofe who are fo much better fituated for it than 
either. Now, before we extend this {uppotition further, I ihould remark, 
that this fituation of thefe colonies would to Britain (as far as refpeCted 
them alone) be no better than an actual revolt; for all the would in fuch 
a cafr~ enjoy more than after the revolt, would be merely their nominal 
allegiance. And I ihoulcl alfo obferve, that this is now the cafe with thofe 
I have difiinguifhed by the title of the northern colonies; --iflfomuch 
that Nova ~>otia, Canada, New England, New York, New Jerfey, and 
Peniylvania, would be nearly of as much benefit to this country buried 
in the ocean, as they are at prefent. 

But to proceed with my fuppofition.-

Thefe colonies will arrive at the flate I have fuppofed, infinitely fooner 
than their territory will be peopled to the utman number of inhabitants 
it will fupport. Their bounds of the rivers heads will leave them 

3 30C,ooo 
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300,000 [quare miles of territory, (without reckoning the government of 
Canada) or I92,000,000 of acres; which, allovving ten acres a hc:,ci, will 
maintain 19,200 ,0C.O inhabitants. But it "",ill by no means arleCt my 
argument, if twenty acres a head are allowed; the number then would 
be 9,600,000. In five and twenty years, by natural increafe, they ",ill be 
near four millions: and what dependence fuch a people, poJIeffing ail 
the neceffaries of life within themfelves, and a confiderable trade, fi[hery, 
a.nd navigation, will have upon Britain, I leave anyone to judge. But 
this fuppofition takes in none of the fouthern colonies: if we come to add 
their increafe, we :£hall prefently find our American fubjects growing 
every day infinitely more numerous, at the very time they are growing 
more and more independent. Britain herfelf is fuppofed 'to contain between 
feven and eight millions of people. VVhat number of American fubjech, 
totally employed in raiGng fiaple commodities for her to manufaCcure and 
fell, thereby increafing her navigation and power in proportion to their 
population, fuch a number could retain in fubjeCtion, I cannot pretend 
to conjecture, but am inclined to believe a much greater than we at pre
fent conceive. What number, however, poffeffing all the neceffaries of 
life, and I might add war, ihe could retain in obedience, is much eaGer to 
be conjectured .. There can be no great difficulty in fuppofing, that five 
or fix millions of people fo circumftanced might, by making a proper 
ufe of opportunities, very eaGly become totally independent. It is but a 
wild conjecture to fix. on any certain number, but I apprehend there is as 
great a probability of the colonifts having the power to revolt before that 
period, as that they will remain fubjects to us cifter. 

But Britain, it may be faid, keeps a fianding army of ten thoufand 
men amongfi them.- I cannot apprehend this circumftance to be of the 
leafl: confequence; for if the colonies cannot unite in fuch a manner as to 
cut off at one blow that number of troops, fo amazingly fcattered, they 
mofi affuredly cannot unite enough to' face the power of Britain. To 
fuppofe they cannot demolifh a fcattered ten, or even twenty thoufand 
men, is, in other words, faying they are not able to throw off their alle
giance; but wherever we have fuppofed them to make the greater effort, 
we are certainly to fuppofe them able to make the fmaller. 

It is not to be conceived, that Britain will increafe her army that is 
quartered in Arne,rica in proportion ~o the increafe of the people there, 
a.nd efpecially whIle her own profit WIll decreafe i for that would be add
ing her expences as her power of fuppo.rting them fe,Il away; and we 
have had a {ample of the effects of taxmg the colomes to pay troops 
among them. If the taxes neceffary to pay ten thoufand men were laid 

Iii on 
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on them Heaven knows what might be the confequence; but fuch an 
event had much better happen now than hereafter,-while the colonies 
are not formidable, than when they are exceedingly fo.--The effeCt of 
fuch a meafure twenty years hence is extremely eafy to predict. 

But, without limiting events to certain periods, it fhould be confidered,. 
whether Britain is populous and powerful enough to keep in allegiance 
any number of Americans whatever independent, in refpect of agricul
ture, manufactures, and commerce? Is it to be fuppofed that we can be 
fecure of the fubmiffion of ten or twelve millions of them fo circumftanced, 
and whofe communication with her will confiLl: alone in receiving her 
governors? It is impoffible to flate exactly the balance of power between 
Great Britain and North America; but the latter enjoys fome peculiar 
advantages, which are of very great confequence. In cafe of a rupture 
between them, it is the intereft of all thofe powers in Europe, whom Bri
tain rivals either in general power, naval dominion, trade, commerce, or 
manufactures, that the colonies fuould hecome independent ;-that is, it 
is the interefl: of all our neighbours :-confequently, we ihould not only 
have the precife power of the rebels to deal with, but the probable affift
ance they would receive from others, in refpeCt of fupplies of military 
:aores, artillery, or whatever elfe might be mcft wanting to them; and 
this in an efpecial degree, if we were engaged in a war. The moft fan
guine admirers of the power of this country will allow, that we might 
have our hands fo full at home, as to be able to give but a weak attention 
to the rebellion of feveral millions of fubjeCts above ac thoufand leagues off. 

" The center of power/' fays governor Pownal, "inftead of remain
ing fixed, as it now is, in Great Britain, will, as the magnitude of power 
and intereft of the colonies increafes, be drawn out from the ifland by the 
i;llne laws of nature, analogous in all cafes, by which the center of gra
vity of the folar fyfiem, now near the furface of the fun, would, by an in
creafe of the quantity of matter in the planets, be drawn out beyond 
that furface. Knowing therefore the laws of nature, :fP .. all we, like true 
philofophers, follovv, where that fyfiem leads to form one general fyfiem 
of dominion, by an union of Great Britain and her colonies; fixing, while 
it may be ia fixed, the common center in Great Britain, or fnall we, with
out ever feeing that fnch center muft be formed by an intercommunion· 
of the powers of all the parts \vhich form the dominions of Great Britain, 
E;ce true modem politicians, and from our own narrow temporary ideas 
of a local center, labour to keep that center in Great Britain by force 
againfl:. increafing pO'Ners, ,:v:1ich will finally, by an overbalance, heave that 
center itLlf out of its place? Such meafures would be almoft as wife as 

his, 
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his, who, franding in a fcale, ihould thruft his frick up againfl: the beam 
to prevent it fromdefcending, while his own weight brought it the fafter 
down *." And another very fenfible writer remarks, to the h'1me pur
pofe: "A ihip might as well attempt to carry her lading hung at the 
,end of her boltfprit, as a government to manage a people widely dif
perfed, and more numerous towards the extremities than towards the 
.center t." 

But it may be faid, that thefe opinions are applicable alone to the in
creafe of people in America, and not to particular modes of Britain's 
policy refpeCting them. Dropping Mr. Pownal's idea of a union there
Sore for the prefent, let us inquire how far it is probable, that a good po
licy may prevent the evils already explained. 

I have before examined the importance of keeping the inhabitants of 
'colonies abfolutely without manufactures; becaufe, as the moft eiTential 
independency confifts in the poiTeHion of agriculture and manufactures, 
,and as moft, if not all colonies, muft poifefs the firft, it is therefore highly 
requifite to keep them from the latter. We muft therefore fuppofe the 
plan laid down in the laft feCtion vigoroufiy purfued, the prefent manu
faCtures of the colonies reduceq. to nothing, and effeCtual care taken to 
l'revent any freili ones being fet on foot. All their trade, navigation, and 
fiiheries, in the poifeffion of the mother-country, and the people totally 
employed upon ftaple commodities.-Notwithftanding all this, the increaft 
of the people, it is faid, is the fame. 

True; and they certainly would increafe, until they, as in the former 
. cafe, became independent of Britain. I cannot throw my eye over a map 

of the world, and look at thefe iflands and North America, and imagine 
that the utmQft force of human politics could for ever fecure the obedi
ence of the latter to the former. But there is this great and material dif
ference between the fyftems of good and bad politics. - The confequence 
of the lqfl is, the continuation of lofs by two-thirds of our American pof
feffions, and the ~ertainty of lofing all in a few years. But by means of 
thefirft, all are immediately converted to profit; and the continuance of 
that profit enfured for as long a term as nature herfelf will allow.-In one 
cafe, we reap all the advantage that is pollible; in the other, fubmit to 
greater lejJes than are neceffary. 

There are many reafons for believing that Britain might, by purfuing 
an advantageous fyftem, fecure, for a very long period, the allegiance of her 

'-* Lldminijlration of the Colonies, Append. p. 17. 
t RejMlions on the Policy proper to bl! obferved, &c. p. 5. 
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colonies. The following, among, other effects relative to this point, 
would be the confequence of the plan iketched out in the preceding feaion. 

The people would depend on Blitain for thofe neceffaries of life which 
refult from manufaCtures. 

The cultivation of Haples would be more profitable to them than any 
9ther employment whatever. 

The fale of thofe ftaples would depend on Britain. 

The people would all be fpread over an imhlenfe country as planters; 
-none of them coUetted in towns'¥. ' 

To which circumfl:ances I thall add, in rerpea to Britain's further policy" 

That fhe fhould abide by the boundaries fixed already to the old colo
nies, that of the rivers heads; and aU further fettling to be in new colo .. · 
nies, wherever they were traced. 

That {he iliould keep the inland navigation of the continent; that is, ' 
of all the great lakes and navigable rivers, to herfelf, and not fuffer any 
Jets of men to navigate them,. and thereby communicate from one part of 
the continent to another. 

That {he fh,ould never fuffer any provincial troops or militia to he raifed;, 
'but referve intirely to herfe1f the defence of the frontiers. 

That {he fhould throw whatever obftacles iliecould upon all plans of 
communication from colony to colony, or conveniencies(')f fpeedy remo
vals from place to place. 

That in proportion as any colony declined in fiapIes, and threatened 
not to be able to produce a' fufficiency of them, the inhabitants fhould 
receive fuch encouragement to leave it, as more than to drain its natural in
creafe, unlefs new ftaples were difcovered for it. 

,. This point, which is of infinite importance, would pretty fully be occafi'oned by other 
parts of the plan. But, to en(ure fo great a point, no new towns !hould be fuffered, nor 
even villages; than which nothing could be eaGer to manage: nor would they be any where 
l1ecdTary but by the magazines of naval {tores for loading {hips. All poilible decreafe of 
numbers in the cities ahead" in being, fhould be effeB:ed. So fyi1:ematically ab(urd is it to 
found towns and cities, as Britain has hitherto conftantly done, in all the colonies ihe has 
LImed. -

A people 
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A people circl1mfianced as the North Americans would' be, if fnch a 
fyfl:em was fl}Hy and completely executed, could not pollibly even think 
of withdrawing t)lem.felves from the dominion of ,Britain, until their 
ftaples failed them, "nd they were drove, in fpite of all laws and prohibi
tions, to herd together in towns for the purpofes of manufaCturing thofe 
necefiaries which their f:aples would not pay for. No matter what their 
numbers might be, they would remain fubjeCl to the mother-country as 
long as fue could provide them with ftaples, and that principally yvould 
depend upon providing their increafe with frefh land. It is true, me 
would find an end of her territory at Iaft, and then the natural courfe of 
things would form towns and manufaClures of that increafe whi{:h the 
before took off by means of plenty of land. A connection would then, 
arife between town and town, and colony and colony; numbers would fed '. 
that ftrength which refults from connecTion alone, and the .influenceofthe: 
mother-country would be too weak to oppofe the confequences;' 

That this fyftem would laft feveral ages,there is no doubt; for, untilthe: 
event above deduced came to pafs, Britain's power, her population, her riches, 
her navigation, ,her maritime power, would all increafe with the increafe of . 
the colonies,. as long.as they demanded their manufaCtures of her; confe-
quently, the proportion of.power betweenthemother..:.country and her de-
pendents would not be'deftroyed in favour of the latter, as long as the caufea··; 
which occahonedan increafein the one had the fame effeCt on the other. 
There can be no comparifon' between the power of Great Britain with, 
10,000,000 of fubjeCts united,. poffeffing formidable armies, and yet more 
potent fieets,- and that of soor 40,000,000 of people [cartered over fuch: 
an immenfe continent as North America. I will venture to affert, that five 
millions of people in our colonies, as they are at prefent fituatcd, would be . 
more dangerous to Britain than ten times as many fituated as I have : 
iketched. But when once (from whatevercau1e) townsarife, and -manu~· 
faCtures are rntroduced, that people, whofe only weaknefs confi:fl:ed in the: 
want of conneCtion, would at once feel that power which policy had kept· 
even from their imagination.--It may be faid, How-are we to procure -
ftaples? --What are we to do with' them?, &c. &c. All, I pretend to ; 
affert, are, the confequences of erp,ploying all, the Americans npon fiaples~ , 
- If Britain omits to find a market for them, or if the omits to fupply 
manufaCtures in return, there is an end of that conduct which occahoned 
thofe confequences. They, however, who will well confider the articles 
of general copJumption, and the population which refults from 1'fgulnr rJJZ- . 
plo"Y111ent, will not; I apprehend, puta conclufion fo foon to the above fup-:- ' 
pofition as the want of frefh lando 

'1 
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TIut the event at la!1 comes, and the colonies can no longer be employed 
on n,dc::;o \ijh:~,L will then be done, I do not pretend to foretell; but may 
'I deviate :Crom my fubjec.l into a fuppofition that has put a flight connec
,tion v:lith i~? The King cf Great Britain in that period will be much 
"Nanting to himfelf if he does not determine, at all events, to reign over 
the moil numerous part of his fubjeCl:s. Let him man his royal navy, 
iund at the head of a gallant army, and thofe who will follow royalty, 
trans:fer the feat of empire to that country, which feems almon peculiarly 
formed for univerfal dOl1'1inion. In fuch an age, the monarch who reigns 
over America vvill figure very differently from him who commands in Bri
tain alone. There 'vYo:Jld, however, be very little difficulty in fuppofing 
the total converfe of the prefent cafe ;-America to be the feat of govern
ment, and Britain the dependent *. .. 

However, 

.~ There is fome amu(ement at leaft.in reReCting upon the vafl: confequences which fame 
iime or otbermuil: infallibly attend tbe colonizing of America. If we confider the progrefs 
of tbe empires which have hitherto fubfiil:ed in the world, we fhall find the fhort duration of 
their moil: glorious periods owing to caufes which will not operate againft that of North 
America. Thofe emp·res were formed by conquefl:; a great many !lations, different)n cha
raaer, Janguage, and ideas, were, by force, jumbled into one heterogeneous power: it is 
moO: furprizing that fuch diffonant partsfhould hold together fo long. But when the band 
of union, force, was weakened, they returned to their original and natural feparation; 
language and national charaCter formed many fovereignties out of the former connected varie
.ties. Tbis, however, will be very different with North America. The habitable parts of 
that country, including the dominions of Britain and France, and of Spain, north of lati-
tude 30, contain above 3,500,000 fquare miles. It would be very idle to remark, that this 
includes what at prcfent does not l:ielong to our North Americans. If they wanted it, I 
warrant it would foon be theirs.. This extent of territory is much greater tban that of any 
empire that ever exified, as will appear by the following table: 

Perfian empire under Darius contained 
Roman empire in its utmoil:: extent, 
.China, 
Great Mogul's, 

1,650,000 [quare miles. 
1,610,000 
1,749,000 
J,116,000 

Tbe Ruffia~ empire, including all Tartary, is larger than any of thefe. But I might 
.a,s well throw Into tbe American fcale the countries about HuMon's Bay, for the one is as 
lIkely to be ~e()~led as the otber, whereas all I have taken in will affuredly be fo. Befides, 
North ~menca IS aCtually peopling very faft, which is far enough from being the cafe with 
the Rufhan de[arts.---Now, tbe habitable part of the prefent Britiih dominions alone in 
Nortb America contains above r,20o,oOO [quare miles, or almofl: equal to any of the 

.above. But the whol~, as I before obferved, is 3,500,00°, or more tban the Perfian and Ro
man tog,et~er. I? relpeCt therefore to extent, and the means of maintaining numbers of 
r.eople, It ~s ~upenor to all.--But then comes the advantage which is decifive of its dura
t~on. This IInmenfe continent will be peopled by Britiili fubjeCls, whofe language and na
tional charaCter Will be tbe fame. The few Frenchmen in it, or for€igners imported by us, 
Will be confounded by the general population, ans} the whole people, phyfically fpeaking, 
:lJilf. So that thofe feeds of decay, (own in the very formation of the ancient empires, will 

hav~ 
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However, without fuppofing this to be the cafe, is it not the bufinefs 
of this country to ward off fuch a blow, by a feries of political manage
ment, as long as poffible? And as it is eafy to forefee what mufl: come at 
lafl:, to prepare for the event, by not having her whole dependence fixed 
upon America alone. If ihe has arofe to her prefent power by means of 
the pofi"effion of colonies, it furely behoves her to provide freih fettle
ments to fucceed the benefits which have refulted from the old ones, that: 
:!he may not fall into a fl:ate of contempt on fuch a lo[s of manufactures, 
trade, and navigation, as mua en[ue whenever her colonies become inde,..
dependent. But I forbear at pre[ent to extend this refleCtion. 

have no exifience here. The conquefi of South America by fuch an empire would be no' 
politicalcondutl:; but I do not in this rs[peE\: think it would endanger the national charac
ter, becaufe the number of people in that continent is very few in comparifon with what 
the other will foon contain; nor will they increafe as long as fuch rich mines are worked 
among them; - and likewife, on account of thofe few not being original nations, bred, if 
1 may fo exprefs it, on the foil, (the cafe with North America) but only the off·fets of Eu
rope budded in the pefliferous mines;- all of whom prefently fink intonothing,-However, 
there is no neceffity to extend the fuppofition fo far. 

To thefe advantages we !bould likewife add others of great importance. The fituation 
of the empire admits of no attacks but thofe of a yet more powerful one, by fea, which iu 
faE\: is of none. South America, for a million of reaf0llS, too long to be here inferted, call 
never, (fuppofing herfelf not to fall before the other) by many degrees, be equal in power~ 
And this benefit has never been enjoyed, nor is at prefent by any empire in the world. Fur..; 
ther, the peopling of this vail: traB:, from a nation renowned in trade, navigation, and 
naval power, has occauoned all the ideas of the original to be tranfplanted into the copy;
and having been fo long enjoyed, with the amazing and unparalleled fltuation for commerce· 
between both Europe, Alia, and the great fouthem continent, and at· the fame time po{[e{c. 
flng, above other countries, the metins of building, fitting out, and maintaining a great 
navy; - the inhabitants of this potent empire, fo far from being in the leafi danger 
from the attacks of any other quarter of the globe, will have it in their power to engrof3 
the whole commerce of it, and to reign, not only lords of America, but to poffe{s, in the ut
mofi' fecurity, that dominion of fea throughout the world, which their Britiill" ancefiors 
enjoyed before them !-None of the ancient empires therefore, nor the prefent one of 
China, whicb fell a prey to a handful of Tartars, can be compared to this of North Ame
rica, which will asfurely exiit, as the land is now in being that will once be: trod by the" 
firfi people the world ever knew.~ 

"II eil: vrai," fays a French writer, "que la pofition Iibre &, heu-reufe de l'Amedque 
feptentrionale" fi les colonies Angloifes parviennent a ne pas pa'ier Ie droit de contrale 
pourra cieranger beaucoup toutes nos combinaifons Europeanes. Des pals immenfes, fer
tiles & neufs, dans lefquels il n'y auroit oi imp6tsni mil ices puifqu'il n'y a plus d'invafion a 
craindre pour elles, meriteroient l'attention la plus ferieufe de la parte de tous les gouver
nemens; &]a politilfue {era· faw~e de tourner toutes fesvues dncote de la bien-faifance 
avec plus d'attentioll encore qu'elle ne 1'0., fait. Les etats qui feront les plus tard ufage de 
cette remarque fe trouveront a coup fur dans l'impoffibilite de remedier au mal: car la gran
deur des peines ou des fervitudes ne fait qu'accroitre l'atrocite des mauvaifes mceurs; Ie re-
mede n'efi pas Ll~ Principes It ObjervatiansOcconomiqlfes, tom. ii. p. 143. , 

But; 
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Butl1cre it may doubtlefs be a:fk.ed, \Vhy llCJt form a union betwe::n 
'·Great Britain and North America, and by that means prevent the conie
quences I have :fk.etched from taking place? In a~1fvv~r to .w·hieh, I do not 
pretend to offer objections to the plan, beeauie 1 thll1k It. vlOuld enfure 
'to a Briton the dominion of the country, and probably brmg about that 
revolution which I hinted at before, viz. America being the principal, and 
Britain the dependent, which may be thought better than the colonies, 
'being totally disjointed from her by throwing off their allegiance; but 
that it would by any means infure this country the feat of government, 
I very much quefiion: that point indeed appears to be impoffible when 
,the colonies are come to be very numerous and poffefs manufactures. For 
it is extremely doubtful, whether fuch a potent people as I have i1<:etched, 
would fubmit to fend their reprefentatives to meet thofe of fuch a little 
'paltry place as Britain, at the difiance of above a thoufand miles. So 
.that when Mr. Pownal mentioned the union between them, in analogy to 
the attractive center of the folar fyfl:cm, he certainly meant that the feat 
of government i1lOuld be attraO:ed by the fuperior gravity, wherever that 
,exifted, or elre his comparifon could not be juft. .. 

But, without looking into futurity, if this union did take place, I do 
not fee any effeO: it vvould have of itfelf that was beneficial to Britain: If 
the plan I before laid was on that account to be executed, [0 far it would be 
:advantageous; but then, all the benefits that refulted from it would equally 
refult from fuch a fyitem of policy without it. Whatever the government 
or the colonies is, it is the making of ftaple commodities alone that can 
prove advantageous to Britain: no union ul~Dn earth, nor any change that 
did not employ the Americans upon their culture, initead of manufac
·tures, trade, fiCneries, 8:cc. would have any effeO:s that we are in want of. 
A nd why fuch a change :fhould be expected more from the union than 
from our own ideas of the neceffity, I cannot difcover. Upon what terms 
fuch an union was ever thought of I know not, but probably upon thofe 
'of eonfolidating the colonifis and ourfelves into one people; but whether 
'upon fuch or not, certainly they would enjoy in confequence of it a free 
trade; and there wants no remarks upon that to prove, that any trade is 
very contrary to the proper bufinefs of colonies and the intereft of 
Eri tain. 

But there rem.ains another circumftance which is not a trifle: Would 
d:e colJ'lies 2.CCC?t of an union? Probably they would accept of Bri
tain's fanction to their manufactures and free trade, though I am not 
c1"z.r in tl'.z:,t: but they would undoubtedly reject a partial union. It does 

not 
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1;1ot appear. that the Iaft would be of any.advantage to Britai11; the £d1: 
\vauld certainly be a prejudice. 

Dpon the whole, in whatever light this point of the independency of 
the colonies is viewed, it appears that any conduct in Britain, except that 
. of the employing them on fiaples alone, in the manner u(etchcd in the 
preceding fection, will be vain and ufelefs :--That no union will make 
amends for the want of this policy :-That her pre[ent fyfiem tends 
immediately to render them independent :--rhat the longer this fyHem 
is continued, the lefs will it be poffible ever to retrieve the mifiake. 

S EC T. VI. 

CompariJonbetween the Colonies of Britain, and thoJe of other Countries. 

T HIS general view of the Britilh colonies would be incomplete if 
they were not compared with thofe which other European nations 

have planted in America; that we may difcover to what degree this coun
try has been fortunate in the {hare {he poffeffes of the American fpoil. In 
this inquiry it will be neceffary to confider the refpective fettlements in two 
lights; jirft, The prefent fiate and advantages now received; andJecondly, 
Thofe of which they are capable, were the policy of the principals fuch 
as it-ought to be. 

The Spanilh colonies claim the firft attention, The extent of their 
habitable parts is infinitely greater '* than thofe of the Britiih. How 
populous they are is not known, but in number of fubjeB:s I apprehend 
they muft greatly exceed us.-In population, refpecting the extent of 
country, (which is the moft ufeful population) they are much behind us. In 
the article of neceffary agriculture, there is reafon to believe their terri
tory equal to that of Britain; for though they poffefs many wretched, 
unwholefome, and barren traB:s, efpecially upon fome of their coafis, yet 
the moIl of thofe provinces they have attempted to people are exceedingly 
fertile in all ground provifions, and thofe which are not have a regular 
and plentiful [upply from the reft. As to that variation of product be .. 
tween the mother-country and her dependents, which forms the great 

'* Templeman (who is not, however, always accurate) makes Spanifu 1 Squan: miles. 
America to contain - 5 4,697.936 

'To·whick we muft add Louifiana, ] ,080,000 

Total, 
. Kkk 

- .... 5,777,936 
utility 
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utility of colonies,- we muff confider the wants of Spaill before we deter
mine how far her detached dominions are perfect in this refpett. 

_That kingdom is abundantly fertile in all the produClions of necelruy 
agriculture: ihe has plenty of wine, oil, and rich fruits; fugar, tobacco, 
hcmp,fiax, and cotton, are likewife cultivated in feveral of her provinces. 
She abounds greatly in wool and filk; thus poJIeffing within herfelf not 
only the products of Great Britain in much greater perfection, but like
wife the moft valuable ones which the Britifh colonies yield. At firft 
fight, therefore, Spain wants nothing from her fettlements but {pices, 
coffee, chocolate, and drugs, (tea is but EttIe drank there) and they fend 
her only the t,'.'o 1aft. Hence it is very difficult to aJTert what is the pro
per climate for extenfive, Spaniih colonies, fince a fmall {pice iDand might 
produce all that fb_e wants from any part of the world, It is eafier to fay 
what their climate ought not to be; --it certainly ought not to rival 
(as Spaniih America does) the mother-country in any of her produc
tions: Every fugar-work, &c. in New Spain had much better be in her 
European dominions, as {he is in no want for more ufeful articles of the 
land they would occupy. $0 that if we fufficiently confider thefiate' of 
Old Spain, there will appear abundant reafons for giving the preference 
in this article of variation 'of the cultivated products of the earth to. the 
colonies of Britain, who certainly rec~ives from thqn, in proportion to the 
number of their people, much more valuable retllrns of this fort than 
Spain does from hers. 

But the grand product of the Spanifh colonies is gold and hIveI'. Of 
what utility are thefe to Spain? To enlarge here upon the evil effects 
which certainly have en rued to that kingdom from the immenfe riches 
poured into her from America, would be nothing more than copying what 
an hundred writers have [aid already. Thofe mountains of precious metals 
mofi indubitably tended greatly to difpeople Old Spain; and the rear on why 
there has been fo great a difference in this refpect between the emigrations 
from Spain and Britain evidently is, that in one cafe the inducement is 
fo ihining, the idea of [peedy and immenfe riches fo bewitching, that 
numbers go who could well maintain themfelves at home, exchanging 
the [mall profits of induftry for the imaginary great ones of idlenefs; 
and as the manufaB:ures they confume, when arrived in the Indies, 
are. not of Spanii11 fabrication, they.employ none of thofe that are left 
behllld. . On the contrary, with Britain the cafe is totally different; none 
leaves thIS cGuntry to go to the plantations but thofe who cannot flay at 
ho;ne--they do not change indufiry for idlenefs :-when arrived in 
!\merica it is neceiIuy to be as induftrious as in Britain i-nor do they 

. flock 
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.flock thither with the idea of gaining fuclclen fortunes, but merely a re
gular fubfiftence, which will never attract fuch numbers as the other; and 
befides this, they impolt great quantities of Britifh. manufaB:ures, thereby 
providing employment for numbers ;--and in a free, healthy country;, 
employment is only another word for population.--I-Ience came the weak
nefs of Spain and the ftrength of Britain, and both from the tame caufe 
-the American fettlements. 

As to the riches of the Spaniih Indies, they certainly are immenfe; one 
of the firft political writers o:C of this age, calculates the revenues of the 
Mexican mines alone, and from undoubtea authorities, at Q4,000,ooo I. 
which is an aftonifhing fum, if we confider that all thofe of Peru, includ;.. 
ing the capital ones of Potofi, are not taken into the account, which pro
bably are fuperior. But the accounts of the circulation of [uch immenfe 
fums are very unfatisfactory. vVe may conclude, that but a fmall portion 
of what is Obtained from the mines remains in America, as manufactures 
are there fo fcarce: the fums tranfported to the Philippine iIlands, which 
are known, are inconfiderable compared to the total; and the following 
table of Old Spain's importations from all her colonies will {hew that a 
[mall part of it tomes openly to Europe. Mr. Poftlethwayte t, from 
whom I tranfcrihe it, gives the [urns in pieces of eight, which I have 
reduced to fterling at 4 s. 6 d. 

ProduEl if Mines.. 
In gold, 
In {ilver, .. 

-
In precious ftones, 

Articles not produced by Old Spain. 
In Vigonia wool, 
In quinquina, 
In logwood, , 
In cochineal, 
In indigo, - -

- .-
Articles produced oy Old Spain. 

In fugar, tobacco, and fundry articles, 
In hides, -

• Editor of Harris's PDYiJgtso 

£.787,000 

6,75°,000 
- QS4,000 

-

--
:r 1,000 

9,000 
13,000 

2Q5,000 

45,000 
--

450,000 

54,000 

----
8,598,000 

t DitliDnary, Ar~ Peru • 
Kkk ~ lam 
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I am perfuaded that this account, from the fmallnefs of the amount, 
mufl: either be incomplete, (and yet it includes the cargoes of the galleons, 
flota, and regiHer fhips) that of a year remarkably low, or one in time 
of war; but he does not exprefs when. And yet another modern writer k 

makes the king's revenue from the Indies but 900,OO? I· which is bring
ing the account yet 10wer.--However, thefe authonties are not to be fo 
well depended upon as the very judicious editor of the colleaion of voyages 
above quoted, who tells us, that the king's fifth of the Mexican mines 
alone, in 1730, amounted to 2,000,000 I. 

But all thefe accounts prove fufficiently, the value which comes to Spain 
bears no proportion to the total; illicit commerce muft take off immenfe 
[urns, probably much more than the mother-country receives: and thus, 
of the prodigious riches with which thefe colonies abound and fupply 
all the world, Spain even receives bu t a fmall thare; and of what the does 
receive, retains a frill lefs: for the new world which fends her fo much 
wealth is but a means of paying the debt the owes to the old. Notwith
Handing the poffeffion of the Indies the is one of the pooreft countries in 
Europe; [0 that the has depopulated her own provinces to people Ameri
can ones, that the may have wealth in reputation, and poverty in reality» 
-that £he may have the fatisfaCtion of feeing treafures which the cannot enjoy, 
and in being the miners of thofe wifer nations who draw their wealth 
from the indufiry of well employed people. Can any colonies which 
rival the mother-country in cultivated produas--and ruin her by fpon
taneous ones, be compared to thofe of Britain, which confume above 
3,500,000 t. worth of her manufaaures-and yield her a total benefit 
to the amount of near SIX MILLIONS? 

So much with refpea to what thefecolonies are : what they might be, 
will be difcuffed in a few words. The advantages which Britain, by means 
of a better pol~cy, ~ight receive from hers, I have already flated; the 
conduct of Spam wIll admit of yet greater improvements . 

. Thofe products which Spain wants, I before obferved, were chiefly 
{plees, tea,· drugs, and chocolate: the two laft her colonies furnith; tea, 
an.d moil of the fpices, are indigenous in the Phillippine iflands; fo that 
tl~:s co~.ntry wants nothing ~~t a beneficial fyfiem of politics to b; Fup
plled \\lth all thofe commodItIes the demands, from her own dommlOns. 
Vlhe.n ~er European territory was become fo populous as to require the 
fllbfbtutmg corn and the other neceffitries of life in the room of fugar, 

~ Clarke's Lettm on the Sp({nijh Nat/In, p. 250. 

tobacco, 
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tobacco, and other produtl:s, which:!he at prefent receives from America, 
but ought to cultivate at home, then and not till then will be the time to 
encourage their cultivation in her colonies., 

As to mines, I mufl: fuppofe that :!he determines on continuing to vvork
them; if:!he does not, :!he had much better abandon all America than keen 

1. 

fuch immenfe territories for the fake of the few other produCls they yield 
her. "Spain," fays one of the moR: agreeable of the French authors, 
" has only two methods of recovering from that extreme poverty into 
which her exceffive -riches have thrown her; the one is to abandon the 
over-abundant mines ~f Peru, and re-aHume the tillage of her lands; 
the other is, to fell in Europe the gold, wrought and manufaCtured, which 
fhe receives in ore from the mines of America." And in another place, 
-" They count in Spain feven millions of fouls; it might maintaiFl 
fix times the number; it wants, therefore, fix degrees of happinefs, of 
riches, and of power. Do you believe, if a king of Spain would feri
ouny refolve upon it, that he might not repeople his country * ?H __ 
Not by manufacturing his precious metals~ . 

. From whence refults the mifchief?' From Spain's nor exchanging her 
own manufactures for the products of her colonies. Such a plan would' 
be very eafily executed. I aID' apt to believe, that laying open the trade of 
the Indies to all Spani:!h fhips that were loaded with their own manufac
tures alone, would at once effect it. But fuch a regulation, counteratled 
by bribery and the fpirit of monopoly, would be worfe than none. That 
trade is exceffively profitable, as appears very plainly from the prodigious 
prices that are paid by the merchants for licences to fend out a regif!:er 
fhip. This profit would raife the price of all their own manufactures" 
'and confequently encourage their fabric. High duties ihould, at the 
fame time, be laid on foreign manufatlures, and higher frill on the 
importation of all thofe commodities from the colonies which the mother
country might produce. A branch of this beneficial fyftem would be the 
laying open the trade of corn, that the new manufatlurers might not be 
fed by France, Britain, Holland, and other cou,nt,ries, who by exp~rting 
food take care never. to be hungry. The retammg a large quantIty of 
their own metals would not be the great end of fuch a fyftem,-the 
employment and increafe of their people would ·be the mof!: beneficial 
confequence: keeping the gold and filve~ at home would, be but the effect 
or this, not the caufe.In fuch a fituatlOn, no country 10 Europe would< 
poifefs fuch important refources.-Not founded in- the quantity. dug':-

.'Mes pfnfes par M. de Baumelle, p. 152- 2°3, 
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from her mines--but in the demand for the labour of her poor, occa
Coned by them i for ibe would have a certain market for h~r manufa~
tures to the amount of all the riches extraCted from her colomes, In th1s 
rerpecr, Britain at prefcl1t is by no means equal t~ her,; but if the fcheme ' 
of policy. before laid dow'D, was fully executed, It mig?t pollibly extend 
to as great an amount as the circulation of the, ~paillfh colo~lles; but, 
however, with this difference, that the commoditles {he recelved from 
them mirTht want a market, but the product of the Spanifh mines never 
couId.-o-There would beJome difficulty in forcing a market for a part of 
the firfl:, but the latter would every where find one. 

The fyfl:em of exchanging the manufactures and commodities of a 
mother-country for the gold, fiIver, and diamonds of colonies, appears 
fo very plain and felf-evident, t,hat it may admit of x,nuch furprize how 
any nation could overlook fo ftralt a path, and wander,111to fuch a crabbed 
lane as Spain has floundered through for fome centUrIes paft. But when 
the Spaniards took poifeffion of the American treafures, the general im
portance of every nation, manufaCturing for itfelf, was by no means fo 
well known as at prefent. We, at prefent, have her example to guide our 
reafoning; {he had none by which to frame her conduct: it is therefore 
no great wonder that the dazzling profpeCt of immenfe riches :fhould blind 
her: and efpecially when we confider that fo great a genius as Sir Walter 
Raleigh [pent as much time, labour, and expenee, in hunting for gold in 
.Guiana as he did for planting tobacco in Virginia. 

It may be "aiked, \Vhat would be the confequence to Britain of as rich 
a mine as that of Potofi being difcovered in her colonies? I know not 
preeifely the law of England in reipea to the crown's right to aH mines 
of precious metals, or to a c~rtain {hare in them ;--but if a king of 
<Great Britain was to have his fifth like the king of Spain, I may venture -
to form one fuppofition, which is, that it would be of very little confequence 
to the nation what was the refult.--However, dropping this idea, it is 
evident enough, that if Britain was to tread in the fieps of Spain, {he 
'would experience the fame effects. If {he was to let her fubjeCts flock 
from Europe at will, and her American ones to canfume any manufac
tures whatever but her own, in this cafe her mines would be her ruin ,
but ~f, on the contrary, {he laid proper obfiacleson her indujlrious fubj;a:s 
Jeavmg the realm, ,and kept the exportation of commodities to her colo
nies entirely to herfelf, in fuch a cafe, her mines might be of no prejudice 
to her: they would, :as far as fuch a fyfrem of policy extended, be in the 
nature of ftaple commodities. But I am not clear that they could even 
then ever equal the benefits refulting from very beneficial ftaples that 

have 
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have a quick demanu, {uch as fugal', tobacco, indigo, !ilk, &c. and for 
this ·reafon; an hundred thoufand pounds worth of the latter wouldcaufe 
a demand of an equal quantity of Britifh goods., but not that fum dug in 
ore out of the earth; for no more would be fo exchanged than the pro
perty of thofe who fiaid in America: the greatefi: fortunes wou1d be 
brought over to Britain in fpecie, and confumed here, poffibly in the fuper
fluities imported from foreigners, but moft certainly would not be attend
ed with the fame effeCts as parallel fums gained by a long courfe of 
induftry.-It muft however be allowed that this fuppofition extends 
only to an equality of product. If the metals caufe a greater demand of 
manufactures than the fiaples, fo far they are more beheficial. 

But it may be aiked, Where is the good of keeping fuch immen[e 
treafures at home? Will there not rather refult evil from it ?-To which I 
anfwer, That the keeping the treafures is not the aim, but the means of 
keeping them: they cannot be kept without manufacru'ring to their 
amount; and it is not the poffeffion of the metal, bL1t of manufaEl:urers 
conftantly employed, that is defirable. However, the example of France 
proves, that a vafi fpecie is of no ill confequence to an indufhious nation: 
her trade is fo advantageous, that were it not for her wars, her fubfidies,. 
and her Eafr India company, :/be would accumulate three-fourths of the 
{pecie of .Europe: and where would be the difference in this kingdom, of 
a circulation of four hundred millions in bullion, and three hundred and 
eighty millions in paper and twenty in bullion? It would be very diffi
cult to hoard all received from mines: there are ever caufes enough to 
diffipate fuperfluous riches, nor are {uch caufes to be confidered as evils. 

Eut the advantages which Spain might receive from her colonies are of 
greater extent yet; the Philippine iflands are very valuable poffeffions,. 
and capable of adding as much to the wealth of th~ principal as the 
mines of America: all the rich productions of the Eafi are fpontaneous in 
them; particularly the feveral {pices : their extent is very large, and much 
of the foil wonderfully fertile: nothing but indufiry is wanting. to render 
thefe ifiands of immenfe importance, which would be greatly facilitated' 
hy the communication with America. 

The colonies of Portugal are thofe which claim the next attention; 
but as a particular examination of them would be little more than a mere 
tranfcript of what has been already remarked on thofe of Spain, I :fhall 
only O'bfer've, that the in confequences which have flmved, through a want 
of policy in the Spaniards, have likewife attended the Portuguefe in their 
Ameri.can affair.s; and that a change in tlleir conduct would be attended 

with 
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\\'ith proportionable good effeas.~Confiaering., however, the territory 
of Brazil; we luay venture to fuppofeit could.never be brought to equal 
thofe of Spain. At prefent the advantages received from.it by.Parmgal 
are much inferior to the benefits refulting to Britain from her colonies; 
nor do I .apprehend it is in the power of the moft political condua to ren-
der thofe advantages equal to the confequences which would attend a 
fimilar improvement in the politics of Britain.- Portugal receives 
annually 5,ooo,coc I. in gold from Brazil, befides a great amounLinpre:
cious ftones, fugar, tODacco, hides, &c. The royal revenue from th~t 
_colony is· reckoned .at I ,ooq,ooo L * . 

The coloriies of France are tbe'on1y ones which remain to be compared 
,w.ith thofe of Great Britain; and thefe contin in fugar i£lands alone. 
Their importance will beft appear from a few plain facts, which are to 
be met with in the works of feveral writers who have treated of Weft 
Indian affairs! A modern author t fays, "That by a calculation made about 
the year] 749, the exported p;~duce of Hifpaniola was i,200.,000 I. bu.~ 
that it was much under-rated. And there are many reafons to believe 
that it was. A nother writer t fays, "Hifpanibla produces m~re than all 
the Britifh Wands;" if fo, the amount is above 2,7°0,000 I. GuadaloiIpe,. 
we well know, was, in a year, fubjeB: to the loffes of war, and exclufive ()f 
the ex·ports to North America, worth to .Britain 600,000/. §; we cannot 
reckon the whole produce therefore at lefs than 700,000 I. If we fu,p':' 
.pofe Martinico and their fmaller i£lands. equal, the total amount will be 
4, 100,000 I.--We are told II, bn pretty gpod authority, that the French 
iflands produce 120,060 hogfueads annually. I before fhewed" that the 
Britiih ones yield 98,000, the value_of which, with the reft 'of their 
products, amounted to above 2,700,000 t. by which proportion tlleFrench 
jJroduCts of this fort· come to above 3,300,000 t. To this we" muft add 
.the amount of other produB:s not raifed in the Britiih i£lands ; thefe, among 
others, are coffee~, cocoa, and indigo. Of the firft they raife annually -
~)'400,000 lb. ** which at I S. 6 d. is . . [,'70Q,O~OO 

. Cocoa, 176,000 lb. at 6 d.S,ooo 

* Pofllethwayte, Art. Portugal. 
t Europ. Sette vol. ii. p. 16. 

Carry forward, 

t Importance of Britijh Plantations in AmeriCa. 
,§ Com. Prin. p. 36. • '" 

-

" PqJllethwayte, Art. French America. 
~ ~oncerning the ~otfee trade of.Franee._ See Mem,oire, fur ,lorigine",et 'ufog~ ducdJ!e~ 

Hijlozre de la.c~mpa~me des Indes, p. 145., 153, 154. Hijlozre des Indes Orientales, tom. iii. 
p. 429. DzEtzonnalrt de Commerce, tom. 1. p. 658. ' 

'*~ Cem. Prin,,P. 17" The ~ourdeauxexport is half that of the kingdom, which .by the 
eye l~ too low. fhat Inferted IS two years and a half; I have taken the proportion. 

Indigo, 
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Brought forward, 
Indigo, I,298,000 lb. at 2 s. 6 d. 
Annatto, at 200,000 lb. at 3 s. 4 d. 

Add fugar, &c. --

- £,7°5,000 
162,000 

33,OCO 

9°°,000 
3,J°0,oco 

£. 4,200,000 

The coincidence between this fum and the former total is remarkable. 
Mr. PofUethwayte quotes authors who .make the number of negroes im
ported into the French iilands to be 30,000, and in another place he (up
pofes them to be 150,000; which [mall number, however, he takes, as 
he expreffes it, merely that objeCtions may not be made to his calculation. 
The medium is 25,000: now if 15,000 negroes, in the Britifh i!lands, 
raile commodities to the amount of 2,700,000 I. 25,000 in the French 
ones yield 4,5°0,000 I. 

The medium of thefe three different methods of afcertaining the pro
duct of the French fugar i£lands is 4,266,000 I. which fum I think 
cannot be far from the truth. £. 4,266,000 
All the ftaples of the Britifh colonies continental and infular, 

were found to amount to 3,880,coo 

--
The French fugar i£lands, fuperior to all the Britifh colonies by 386,000 

The"freight of the Britifh fugar-i£land produCts, or 2,7°0,000 I. amount
ed to 636,000 I. confequently thofe of France come to I,OOO,OOO I. Pro
duCt and freight together to 5,266,000 I. that is, within 489,000 I. of the 
total value of all the Britiih colonies in produCts, duties and freight; 
and this without reckoning any of the French duties. If to thefe cir
cumftances we add the produa of their iiles of Bourbon and France, 
which produce, in no inconfiderable plenty, fugar, ebony, cotton, white 
pepper, gum-benjamin, aloes, tobacco, rice, and many years ago coffee) 
to the amount of IOO,OOO I. annually *. Thefe articles, I fay, with the 
amount of the French duties, will, beyond all doubt~ carry the produa 
of the French colonies much beyond that of the Britiili ones. 

This ftate of the fettlements of Prance gives, I apprehend, a very cleat: 
fuperiority over Great Britain. But it will be yet clearer if we confider, 

.. Modern Univerfal H!Jlory, vol. xi. p. 170. 

L11 tlpt 
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that thefe colonies are not in any degree near in a complete flate of culti
vation in[omuch that it has been calculated by thofe who are wen 
acquai~ted with the Weft Inc;lies, that where Britainhas there one acre of 
wafte land capable of cultivation, the Fr~nch h,ave above SO,OOO} an,d as 
the produtl:s of this l~nd ar~ ~mong ~he r:cheft In the world, and Infim:ely 
fupcrior to thofe whIch BrItaI~ :ecelves In ger;eral fro,m N;>rth Amenca, 
there arifes the greateft probabIlrty of a vaft mcreafe In thIS moft profit
able trade, and that without fuppofing any change in the fyftem of France~ 
Vvhereas even the pre[ervation of the benefits already enjoyed by Britain, 
in confequence of her colonies, depends on a total change in her fyftem.. 
Let us add to all this, the abfolute fecurity that the French, iflands can 
never throw oif their allegiance to France ;-' -the contrary of which, it 
is to be feared, is the cafe with the Britiih colonies., 

The other European fettlements are too inconfiderable to require 
attention. 

S E G/ T. VII. 

Of the Expediency of forming New Colonie.rr nr HER E is a too common prejudice to be combated with upon the 
very mention of fuch a plan as that of a new colony. It is diretl:ly 

faid, are we not plagued enough with colonies, not to want any more? 
Have we not colonies enough ?--Yes, doubtlefs, too many bad ones; 
and for that rea[on we ihould plant more good ones. If the old fettle
ments of Britain 'are grown populous out of proportion to the benefits 
they yield ber; if her American trade is at a ftand rather than upon the 
increafe; if there is in idea the leaft danger of her lofing their allegi
ance; if thefe evils threaten at the very time when the nation moft 
requires (in confequence of her immenfe drains of treafure, and her debts) 
a-n increafe of that beneficial traffick {he has for fo many years enjoyed 
by their means; furely it behoves her to look a little into futurity, and 
prepare for the worn of events. All the evils, inconveniencies, and fro
"vad conduct BritJ.ln has experienced from her fubjetl:s in America, 
~hould never blind her fo much as to put her out of conceit with colonies 
In general; {he has received, and continues to receive, too much benefit 
!'rom thofe \vhich were planted in a proper climate, . to allow of fuch un
jufl: and Lmd;Li:-lg1.1iI11iag ideas. Every thing that !he has met with of 
th;tt fort came, as I have before attempted to prove, from thofe which fhe 
vcry un peLicalj y fetLled in an improper climate; and the greater the 
(\1;3 \Ylj~'''::1 rddt from fuch a miftake, the greater the expediency of 

5 planting 
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planting new colonies to fupply the deficiency of fuch ill-concerted old 
ones. For it is going hack fl:rangely, if our colonies do not inn"eafe in 
value when the neceffities are [0 greatly increafed in this l~ation. Thus, 
there cannot be a faIfer argument than to anfwer the propo[ers of 
[nch plans as this, by referring to the old colonies, with [nch il)CCChCS as, 
'zoe bGve more tban we know how to manage already. Since every thing 
which proves the force of that truth, proves the expediency of not rely
iug on fuch unmanageable fettlements. And I ihould likewife obferve, 
that this neceffity of extending our views, is great in proportion to the 
want of policy in Britain. lfher prefent fyfl:em is continued much longer, 
her trade, her riches, her navigation, and her power, will fink very low, 
unle£." fome expedient of this fort is devifed and executed, to fupply the 
immen[e 'Vacancy £he will then experience. But let her conduct be ever 
fo jufi to her old colonies, we have already found, that:fhe can fcarcely hope 
for fully fupplying them with manufactures; and even if :fhe did, that 
the time would at lafl: come, when ihe mufi expect a period to their aIle...: 
giance. I do not, however, venture to aifert, that the neceffity of plant
ing new colonies would be by any means fo great, if !he vigoroufly 
determined to make the moft of her old ones; but her prefent fyfiem 
appears fo very contrary, that there can be no imputation of :fketching 
mere impratl:icable ideas, in propofing the means of remedying the evils 
that will arife from fuch mifiaken politics. 

It :fhould never be forgotten in all fuch difquifitions concerning plan
tations, that Britain does, and will perpetually, colonize. The quefl:ion 
is not, whether the furplus of her population :fhall emigrate or ftay at 
home?-but whether they {hall go to old and difadvantageous * fettle
ments, or to new and beneficial ones? fince to one or the other they cer
tainly will go, or flay in Britain to be hanged or fiarved. 

The prodigious confequence to Great Britain of all tropical productions, 
and the fmall, or rather no {hare {he po{feITes of the Europeanconfump
tion, might alone prove to her the expediency of planting new colonies, 
which would fupply her own confumption, and enable her to acquire a {hare 
in that of foreigners. I have in another place propofed the completing 
the cultivation of our fugar iilands, which would be attended with extreme 
benefits; but their quantity of land is by no means equal to proJucing 
one-tenth of what might be exported from this kingdom. But if fuch 
improvements do not take place, the neceffity of planting new colonies 

'* I ufe this term in general, becaufe fo much greater a proportion goes to the northern 
than the fouthern fettlements. 
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is then twenty time5 firong,er. It is, howe;-cr, of fome c?nfequence to 
remark the advantages WhlCh would refult Hom the executlon of fuch a: 
l)lan, without connecting it ;vith any othe,r" It has .been alread~ pro
pofed, to increa[e the pro?ucbons of, the Bfltlfh f~gar l:fland,s; but It does 
not follow, that a propofitlOl1 of fettlmg new colomes to cultlVate even the 
hme articles, is therefore ufele[s. The experience of the moft politicaf 
nations point out this truth. The Dutch raife much fugal' in Surinam, 
and might raife much more; but that has not prevented them from 
forminp· a vaft many [u;rar works in Java, even for European con[ump-

'-J 0 &. 

tion. Their India ihips of late years fcarce come home without fugar 
bCll1f! a part of their cargo. The French raife coffee in the Wefi Indies 
to a ~'Jlt ~,m)t1ilt; but has that hindered them from greatly extending the 
culture of it in the il1es? It is a weak objection to fay, that colonies rival 
one another by fuch means; which cannot difadvantageou:fly be the cafe, 
except in very- cheap fiaples: but the tropical productions are aU dear'. 
Britain, in refpett of tropical vegetables, can rival none but foreigners; 
for fhe has no exportation of them, but, on the contrary, a vaft importa
tion in fugar itfelf. New colonies could not rival the old ones but by fel
ling that commodity cheaper; and if they were able to do that) it fuffici
ently proves the benefit of them. Our own confumption would be ferved 
on eaGer terms, and we ihould'have fame chance of an exportation. -
But while Britain has fuch an enemy as France, fo periodicaUy (I may 
almoft fay) to contend with, it will be very far from bad politics to have 
tropical colonies in other parts of the world befides the \Veft Indies, 
".vhere the French are confeifedly fo much {honger than {he is *. 

Nor fllOuld we forg'et the vafl: difference between planting coloures at a 
time when every circumfiance relating to them is perfettly ul1derftood, and 
in an age before experience could have given that knowledge. We at 
pre[ent fee the immen[e difference between colonies in northern climates 
and [anthem ones. Our extended commerce and increafe of luxury point 
out the commodities vlhich colonies ought to yield. V/ill you plant a 
traCt of land which produces wheat, barley, oats, and wool, or one which 
yields (pices, fugar, ~nd wine r -This knowledge, I fay, is., or might be 
very common at prdent. And yet, in the name of common feufe, muft 
I:ot that very quefiion have been aik:ed in the year 1750? \Ve then pof
kff:d the Bahama Iflands, and Nova Scotia, --both uncultivated;
t~c e:~pence of the one already fixed in having a civil efhbliihment;
U:l.L of the other to form ;-the one extremely fertile in the tropical pro-

'" "', T,~e e,v~?ts of. the lafl: war prove nothing again£.!: this affertion. Britain's fuperiority 
:: JS that of her fleel; - but the Iflands of the two natLO,:1S left to themfelves-which would 
':<;0 b;\'.'e fell t ' 
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duB:iom, the other fcarcely yieJding the necdTaries of life, but peculiarly 
fituated for rivaling us in our Newfoundland fiiliery. If any perfon was 
ignorant of the faCt, would it be pollible for him to conceive that \ye chofe 
the latter ,¥ ? 

It would be difficult in any perfon to prove, that the fettling new colo
nies which produced fugar, coffee, fpices, tea,' &c. &c. would be of any 
detriment to Great Britain. Sugar is the only tropical producTion ~f 
which we raife enough to fupply even our own confumption. Our im
portation of all others from foreigners is immenfe; by which means the 
balance of many trades is againfi: us, to the great 10fs of the nation,-
and to the conGderable increafe of foreign navigation and naval power. 
What an infinite difference is there between emigrations to our old north
ern colonies, which produce nothing but rivalry, - and to new ones, 
which yield thofe commodities that we at prefent purchafe with our fpe
cie of foreigners? 

But there are other colQnies befides thore of planting, which it is in the 
power of Britain to form, and which are of immenfe confeguence to any 
trading and manufacturing nation. They conlift in the pofi<;ffion of the 
coafts of populous iilands, inhabited by the people generally denominated, 
wherever they are found, Indians. The Dutch poffefs moft of the coaits' 
of feveral of the largefl: iilands in the world, fuch as Borneo, which is three 
times as large as Great Britain, Java, and others, and which are inha
bited by very numerous nations. The confequences of the command of 
fuch coafis are immenfe. A monopoly is gained of aU the rich products 
the inhabitants can produce, which are purchafed at very reaforiable 
rates with European manufactures; the confumption of which is taught 
and extended among them by an hundred means. Nor are Indians in 
hot countries (the only ones whofe productions we want) ever able to make 
any head againfi the force and arms of Europeans. 

It is not at prefent fuitable to inquire, whether the complaints of the 
Britiili manufacturers of a decay in their bUllnefs, is true or not ;--but 
we may fuppofe them fomewhat well founded, from the mere general view 
of the increafing indufiry of other nations: that we are underlaId in many 
articles of confequence, appeared clearly enough when I inquired into the 

'* It may, perhaps, be faid, we fe~t1ed Nova Scotia upon ,polit!cal motives ,relativ~ to the 
neighbourhood of the French; but 111 fueh cafe a fingle f?rllficatlOn was fufficlent, with only 
the expence of a military efiabliihment, and not a planting and jiJhmg colony, tettled at the
expenee of a million fierlin~; and even bounties given for fi!hi!l!l, : . [0 thM this plea cannot 
be well fou·nded. 

fiate 
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Hate of our manufaCtures. Now, as our old markets fall off, is it not 
neceffary to gain nevI on[s? Mull not OLlr F~ople decrea[e, if we do not? 
And where but in colonies are fuch markets to be found? Our old fettle
ments, it is true, yet take off large quantities i but in proportion to the in
creahng benefits of the {authem O:1eS 1 Vle lofe by the increafing rivalihip of 
the northern: So that upon the whol::: the exportdtion has been fame years 
at a Hand; and I have already attempted to prove, that there is the greateH 
reaion to fear a very confiderable decreafe, according to the prefent [yHem 
of Britiill concIua. In fnch a fituation, can any thing be more expedient 
than to endeavour to open new markets for our manufactures, where we 

,need not fear either the rivalrnip of the fettlers, or that of foreigners? 
Markets in which the purchafers can and will pay thofe prices which will 
never be gained in Europe. 

Such a market, at the diilance of a thoufand leagues, is much more 
advantageous than an European one. A large portion of thofe commo
dities which Europe takes of us is carried from this ifland in foreign {hips, 
by which means we lofe the freight, the building, fitting out, victualling, 
&c. of the {hipping, and that valuable article, the employment and. 
maintenance of the feamen: All there we fully enjoy in the cafe of our 
commodities tranfported in our own bottoms; and confequently fuch an 
exportation is infinitely more valuable than any other. Add to this, 
that fnch colonies as I have iketched can only be formed at a vail difiance 
from Britain, and of courfe all thofe articles I jufi mentioned would be 
tenfold greater than in an exportation to any part of Europe. There is 
no comparifon in the national benefits refulting from a voyage of a :£hip 
of five hundred tons to China, or to Portugal, for infl:ance: Thefe bene
fits inn'eafe in direCl: proportion to the length of the voyage. 

I have frequently refleaed upon the execution of thefe ideas, and ima
gined the objeCtions which would moa probably be made to them, but 
none that ever {truck me were of the leail real weight, I have already 

. confide red that extremely weak one, of our having more old colonies than 
we know vv-hat to do with, and mewn that one of the principal motives 
for engaging in thefe undertakings refults from that very fact. Thofe 
vIho plume th~mfdves upon a regard to public <economy, may object the. 
expen~e, but 111 all fueh c",fes that is the weakefi of all pleas: If the 
executlOn would be attended with great advantage, it deferves the expenee, • 
:and any perfon 0'[ the moil ordinary capacity may, by throwing a carelefs . 
7~ .over the parlIamentary grants, difeover that it is the principle of the 
Bntlih governme.nt to expend the public money for thofe purpofes whieh 
advance the pubhc good. I iilldl draw no invidious eomparifons between 

fuch 
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fuch expenees as thefe, and fome to which the nation is very well recon
ciled. 

Others objeCl, that we have trade, commerce, manufactures, and riches 
enough, and that excefs of wealth will be our ruin; that the public is 
exceffive1y poor, but individuals immenfely rich; the very contrary of 
which ought to be the cafe. I mull: allow that I have known fuch argu
ments advanced with a wit and livelinefs that has pleafed, but very far 
from having convinced me. For fuppofing the facts,viz. public poverty, 8.nd 
private wealth, what have they to do in reference to each other? \Vill 
anyone be fo hardy as to affert, that the wealth of individuals cau[es the 
poverty of the public. From whence come thofe riches which the public 
really enjoys? From whence comes the ability of the public to be fo very 
poor? Surely from private wealth. Public riches are but another name 
for the product of taxes. Upon what are taxes laid? Upon private con
fumption; that is, upon private wealth. There is only ope tax in Britain 
that is not laid upon confumption, and that is, the land-tax, which is but 
a fifth of the whole. So that this plea, that we have trade enough and too 
much riches among i'ndividuals, is a very idle one, and nothing but the 
mere fport of imagination. While we are a trading and a naval power, 
and burdened with vall: debts, trade, navigation, and riches, are effential 
to our being: and thofe riches £bould flow into the pockets of individuals, 
or they will never come to the coffers of the public.-- It would be di[- . 
gracing the underll:anding of the reader to go through all the common
place rubbi£b that is ufually urged in anfwer to fuch propofitions as thefe. 
I know but few arguments againll: them that are founded even in a flew 
of feafon, much lefs any that are built upon reafon itfelf. 

All naval enterprizes, particularly thofe which relate to the fettlement": 
of new colonies, however adventurous and daring, are of high import- . 
ance to fuch a maritime power as Britain. It is inconceivable what vigour, 
alacrity, and fpirit, is exerted by private adventurers, who fail in quell: 
of new countries, and new means of growing rich. This country, above 
all others, fhould hold fuch adventures in the high eft repute, fince the foun
dation of all the power and confequence fue enjoys was bid in the nobl~ 
fpirit of adventure of the two lail: centuries 0 Thanks to thofe gallant, 
brave, and daring private adventurers, for all the colonies at prefent in the 
poffeffion of Britain, and all that advantageous commerce carried on by 
their means. I am very far, hOT~Tever, from inilnuating, that fnch nevv 
colonies as are at prefent wanted by Britain :fhould be left to take the 
chance of private difcovery and [eUlement; and lDr tv,-o verymateri ,.1 
reafons: firjt, they would never be undertaken at all; this age being to-

tall 'f 
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tJ.lly deficient in that noble fpirit which actuated the Columbufc3, the 
I\,Iagellans, the Ganias, the Drakes, . and the Cavendifhes,. of the .laO: age: 
and, fecond6/, temporary reafons I111ght occafion the fettlmg of Improper 
tracts .and countries, which would require the fame trouble and expence 
as the beft in the vmr1d. A nobleman of very great fortune, and the fpi
rit of the Ian age, iadeed would be a very proper perfon to undertake 
and direct fncl! expeditions, under the fuppofition that the inftruction~ 
which he gave his people were fuch as promifed public as well as pri
vate benefits, and that in relation to only one point, viz. the fixing in 
hot climates alone. But the countenance and fupport of the government 
would in all cafes be neceifary. 

Having ventured thefe few remarks upon the general expediency of 
forming new colonies, which I fhould have extended to a greater minute
nefs; had I thought the objections which could be made to the plan any 
other than the common-place notions of the vulgar, great and/mall, and 
founded neither in reafon nor experience, I thall now proceed to men
tion fome of thofe countries in which it would be moft advantageous for 
Britain to fettle fuch colonies. 

The firft territories I fhall pre[ume to name are the illands of Mindanao 
and Gilolo, in the neighbourhood of the Philippine Ii1ands, both formerly 
tribu tary to the Spaniards, but ha ve long ago thrown off their yoke, and have 
at prefent no conneCtion with them *. Mindanao contains 39,200 fquare 
miles, and Gilolo IO,400t. The equator croifes the latter, and uopart of the 
former is above 10 deg. north from it. Accordingly, their produCtions are 
as rich as pollible. A modern author, who is very accurate, and has examined 
all accounts extant of the Indian iilands, fays t, that they produce all the 
vegetables found in the other iilands of the Archipelago, of St. Lazarus; 
that is, a vaft variety of palm trees, the moft excellent cocoas, and the beft 
o~ caRia; wild cinnamon, nutmegs and cloves §; ebony and fandal wood; 
WIth gold ~n every .mountain; but cinnamon in much greater plenty 
and perfectIon than 111 any. As to fugar-canes, they have long thriven 
~o w:lI, that fugar there is at a very low price, and exceedingly good in 
ItS kInd II. Laftly, a vaft pleJ;lty of elephal)ts i!1 .Gilolo**. Thefe cir-

lI! Modern Univerfal Hijlory, vol. ix. p. 447-

. t Templeman's Survey, plate 29. . 

t Modern Univerfal Hijlory, vol. ix. p •. 449-4 I I, &c. 
§ Dampier's:F~yagu. See Harris. 

II Dillionnaire (if CammerC!, vol. ii. p. 89 1 • 

. U Trur du Monde, Gemelli Caret'i, p. 5. b. ii. c. 6. 
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Ct1Jmftances I feleCt from inany others, as the moR: importan t proofs that thefe 
iflands contain the very richeft produCtions in the world, and fuch as would 
greatly repay any nation that had the fpirit to fecure their coafts; an object 
which would never have b.een omitted by the Dutch, had not the Spani
ards been driven out by the natives; and, as to the Engliili, they depended 
upon our want of enterprize; I fhould, however, add, that the Dutch are 
dreadfullyfeared and abhorred in reputation by all the natives, confequenly 
the undertaking would to them be very difficult. 

Now, the idea of forming a fettlement in thefe iflands is by no means 
a new one; for Dampier, when at Mindanao, received invitations from the 
king to fettle, and gives 'many very good reafons to fhew the expediency 
of fuch a plan *. But as both Mindanao and Gilolo are inhabited by nu
merous nations of Indians,. and as fome of thofe nations are reported to 
be cruel and revengeful, it would not be advifable at firfl to colonize by 
way of planting, except upon a fmall fcale, but chiefly to gain a good and 
fecure port or two, with proper fpots to erect fortifications upon, and enter 
into trade with the natives; by which means we fhould fecure a fale of 
great quantities of our own manufaCtures, in exchange for the richeft and 
moft valuable commodities. And when once a good underftanding was 
fecured with the natives, and they faw how much preferable our neigh
bourhood was to that of the Spaniards, or the Dutch, who near their 
fpice iflands are yet worfe, there can be no doubt but plantations of fpices 
and other valuable plants might be formed in great fecurity. That the 
trade carried on by fuch means would be of immenfe confequence, no one 
who confiders the fituation, amidft all the richeft countries of the Eaft, 

;I< He fays, "Raja Laut, and one of the Sultan's fons, came aboard us, and demanded in 
Spani{h who we were; and being told that we were Engliih, they afked, whether we were 
come to fettle amQng them, of which they had had fome promife before. and were now in 
hopes to fee it effeCted, and to ferve them for a proteCtion againil: the DutcR, whom they very 
much dreaded. Truly, had we confidered the matter, it would have been much for our 
advantage to have done fo, coafidering the commodious fituation of the Ifle of Mindanao 
betwixt the Spice Hlands; the three illes of Meangis, abounding in fpic.e and cloves, being 
{carce twenty leagues hence, and the Philippines; neither did we want any thing requifite 
for fuch a fettlement, being provided with all forts of artificers, as carpenters, bricklayers, 
fhoemakers, tailors, &c. as alfo with convenient tools, arms, guns great and fmall, and 
ammunition fufficient for fuch a beginning. And notwithil:anding the great difiance 
of this illand from England, we needed not have been without hopes of reafonable fup
plies thence, provided the {hips fet out the latter end of Auguft, and paffing round Terra 

. eel Fuego, il:retched over toward~ Mindanao; or. elfe they might coafi ~o~n the Am~rican 
fhore, as far as it was found requtfite, and then dJreCl their c0urfe to thIS d1e, to aVOid the 
Dutch feulements, and to have the advantage of the eail: trade wind, after they were patTed 
Terra del Fuego, by which means this voyage might be performed in fix or feven, which, 
p~ffing thither by the Cape of Good Hope, would, at leail:, require eight or nine months." 
Dampier'" Foyages, in Harris'" Co/lellion, vol. i. p. 106. 

M m m and 
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and where we at prefent hav.::; neither fettlements nor facl:ories, can a 
moment doubt. 

The next countries which are highly deferving cf attention, though 
"\ferV little knmvn, are the Liquois IHands, vvhich lie to the north of the 
Ladrones, fituated from the 26th to the 30th deg. of north latitude; They 
have the Hlands of Japan or:. the nartL) the continent of China on the 
weft, the il1and of I'ormo[a on the fouth weft, and the ocean, without any 
known continent, on the eafl: il", They are an Archipelago, confIfl:ing of 
many [mall inands~ with tV'lO pretty large ones to the north, ftiled from 
thence the Great Liquois; and alfo two more conGderable than the reft 
at the fouthern extremity, which are ftiled the Lefler Liquois. It is an. 
eHab1iilied maxim with the Japanefe, that thefe are the moR: fertile coun
tries in the world t. They likewife allert, that the inhabitants reap. two 
harvefis of rice in a year; but this, it is pre[umed, is not their principal 
rea[ons for their opinion, finee it is the cafe in countries not highly defir
able; witnefs equinoxial France. - They poiTefslikewife fome gold, and 
:rich perfumes. They are efl:eemed the gayeft, happiefl:, and eaGeR: people 
on the globe; and this notwithftanding they are fubjea to at leaR: four, 
if not five maRers. They havel a fovereign of their· own. They are 
tributary to a prince of Japan. They make occauonal prefents to the em
peror. They likewife collea an acknowledgment every year as a mark of 
refpeB: to the Emperor of China:t. But the Spaniards (as \vell as other 
European nations) are unknown to them, although they were in fight of 
fome of their enterprizing navigators in the beginning of the nxteenth 
century. They tell us the inhabitants they faw were white; the vITomen 
handfome and well dreiTed, with many ornaments of gold ahout them. 
Thefe people had fl:out veiTels, fixty feet lo~g, :;'lia of a proportionable 
breadth; compofed of Dl;J.~!:~ nve Inches thick, and rowed with oars. 
Tl~,:~ T:2.~~l ~:lem, that th~y traded in thefe veiTels to China, and made this 
voyage in a week. They likewife found other barks, very handfomely 
made, with two decks. On the upper deck were white people, well 
clreITed, and commodioui1y accommodated; on the lovler deck were blacks, 
by whom thefe veGds were rowed §. "It is furprizing," fays the very 

" iifodcTlz Univerfal Hijlory, vol. ix. p. 566. Ramufio {'acolto delle Navigatio!1i et Viaggi, 
tom. i. p. 369. Heirera, Def:ription de las il1dias Occid,nta/es. The Voyage of Fl ancelco de 
Gualle in Hackluyte's Col/caion, vol. ii, P'4p. . 

t Modern Univel/al Hijlory, vol. ix. p. 566. 

t Ibid. Heirera~ chap. 26. Purchas's Pilgrims, b. v. chap. 14. feC:!:. r. Du Bois Geogra-
1!Jhie Il'lOdcrne. 

- § Heirera, Deferiplion de las lndias Occidentales, cap. r 7. G alvano's Difioveries, tranilated 
~..,y HackJuyte. 
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ingenious writer 'A~, from whom I extract thefe accounts, "but the fact is 
neverthelefs true, that we meet with nothing more of this Archipelago; 
nor are thefe iflands laid down in any 6f the Spaniili maps. It is, how
ever, very probable from hence, that there are many Wands to the north, 
to the north-eaft, and to the north-weft of the Ladrones, very well worth. 
being vifited t.p . 

The great charaB:erifiic of thefe people is, their love of tranquillity, 
and their application to the arts of peace; by which, in the midft of thofe 
revolutions that have not only difturbed, but have deftroyed, in a greater 
or a lefs degree, the nations around them, they have kept themfelves in 
pretty much the fame fituation in the enjoyment of their own laws and 
cufioms, and in the exercife of navigation and commerce. The richnefs 
of their foil, and the mildnefs of their climate, infiead of rendering them 
idle, has prompted them to improve to the utmofi the bleffings which 
Nature has beftowed t. Their principal manufacture is that of filk, of 
which they exportconfiderably; mother of pearl and cowris II_ 

Between thefe iflands and China lie another clufier, fcarcely known to 
the Europeans, called by our buccaneers the Bafhee Iflands, which abound 
with gold, fpices, rich gums, and dying drugs §; and inhabited by a 
mofi obliging and inoffenfive people, who poffefs fome tolerable boats, and 
carryon a little commerce; but are under fubjection to no foreign power~. 
" It appears beyond contradiCtion," fays my author**, "that any nation, 
bleffed with common fenfe, and at the fame time not void of common 
humanity, might do with thefe people, who are very numerous, what 
they pleafed. It· is eafy to apprehend how ufeful they might be made to 
thofe who would barely undertake to encourage and protect their com
merce, in confideration of a proportionable tribute, or other fervices.
Although the property and poffeffion of the Ladrones and Marian Iflands 
belong to the Spaniards, yet all mankind have an equal right to know 
the fituation, hifiory, and circumfiances of thefe iflands, and their inhabi
tants, as well as the advantages that have been drawn, and might be 

* Modern UniverJal Hfjlory, vol. ix. p. 562. 

i- Cl11verii Introd. in Univafam Geographiam, lib. v. cap; I I. Luyt's Introduflio ad Geogra .. 
pbiam, (eet. 3. cap. 13. Du Bois Geographic mocimze, p. 2. chap. 14· art. S. 

t P. Charlevoix Hifloire du Japon, vol. i. p. 6. 171. 470. 
11 Heirera, cap. 25. 

§ P. Bentii, 'Tab. Purchas's Pilgrimage, b. v. chap. 14. fea. !o 

flfDampier's Voyages, vol. i. p. 43 2 , 433. 

** Modern UniverJal Bijlory, vol. ix. p. 570. 
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drawn, from them. And whatever motives they may have had for making 
fa little ufe of what they do poffefs, there can be no motives to us to be as 
filent as they; and if, from the influence of thefe motives, they ihouldcon
(inue for ages to come to atl: with the fame fupinenefs they have done for 
two centuries paft, this will not alter the nature or the reafon of things; 
or detract in any degree from the truth of what we have afferted from the 
Eghts of hifiory and experience, much lefs preclude the reft of the world 
from examining into the pollibility and pratl:icability of finding fame 
means or other for bringing thofe fcattered il1ands and continents, what
ever they may be, lying in the vicinity of thefe poffeffions of the Spa
niards, into conneCtion and correfpondence with other known parts of the 
globe; and therefore we thought ourfelves at full liberty to treat this 
fubjeCt as freely and as copioul1y as, it appears to us, the advantages 
which might flow from a better acquaintance with thefe ifiands and con .... 
tinents deierved *. 

Next we meet with the Archipelago called the New Philippines. 
Their fituation has been very imperfectly laid down, at which we cannot 
wonder, for the Spaniards have even denied their exiftence. That, how
ever, is now inconteftable. The accounts of their latitude and longi
tude differ, probably, from the great number of them, or neighbouring 
iflands, little known. Thofe diftinguiihed by the above name are fituated 
to the fouth of the Marian il1ands, between the I 6th and 13th degrees of 
north latitude. The author whom I chiefly follow in thefe accounts, 
has given many very fatisfaCtory reafom for fuppofing them the fame 
which were feen by Magellan, the inhabitants of which met him with 
canoes loaded with cloves, cinnamon, ginger, pepper, nutmegs, mace, 
and gold, wrought into many antic forms t. To the fouth-eaft of the 
Marian Il1es were other clufters, once named Hlas de Abrofas, Mira Como
vas, &c. &c. and the Hle of St. Bartholomew, which lies in latitude 14 
degr~es north, and 20 degrees eaft of Guam; it is larger than any of the 
Manan Il1ands t. But we have no accounts of their inhabitants or produce, 
probably becaufe only feen by ihips in their paffage. To the fauth-weft of 
the Marians lie others called the Coral Hlands, the Archipelago de los 

• "* Modern, UniverJaI !iiJlo:y, vol. ix. p. 587. Di(courfe of Lopez Van concerning the Spa. 
7li}h Power In the IndIeS, m Hackluyt's Foyages, vol. iii. Sir W. Mon(on's Naval '['ralls 
,;1t!as jldaritimus, p. 297. • 

t ~lodern Univerfal HiJ!0I'Y! V?l. ix. P',593... Ramufie racalto delle NaVl~atiol1i et Viaggi, 
tom, I. P·350. Purchas$ Pllgnms, vol. I. b. 11. chap. 2. p. 37. Eden's H!Jfory ojTr(tvaile, 
p. 'BO' 

t Galvan..o'.s Diflovcrics, tranDated by Ha<:kluyt. 

Reyet, 



SECT. VlI. COL 0 N I E S~ 453 

Reyes, and feveral others *. When firO: there i11ands were difcovered, 
they were very full of people, who had proas of different fizes. "But 
though," fays my author, " we have thefe and other particulars in OUf 

old collections,. yet we find no mention of them in modern books, as if 
it was defigned they fhould retire again from the knowledge of men, and 
relapfe in to their original obfcurity. If this arifes from negligence, it 
ought to be prevented; if from a point of miftaken policy, we ought, in 
jufiice to the rights of mankind, to defeat it t. As we are fincereIy 
perfuaded of the great importance of the New Philippines, and look upon 
them, confidered rn this light, as a kind of literary introduction to a com.:.. 
mercial difcovery, in favour'eitherof Spain or fome other country, we have 
treated them accordingly; and though there are fome variations in ac
counts of them, yet, after all allowances made, the great facts, as to the 
number and' nearne[s of thefe illands, their abounding in the neceifaries 
of life; their having a multitude of inhabitants; their living under a cer
tain form of government; their having the art of boat-building, and navi
gation, in fome degree of perfection; and their being an ingenious and 
docile people, are put beyond all manner of doubt. Thefe il1ands are un
quefiionably rich and valuable, becaufe they poifefs almofi all the bleffings 
that the indulgence of Nature can befiow. They have a foft and ferene 
climate, not expofed to exceffive heat, though in the midfi of the torrid 
zone; and never vifited by a blaft of cold. Their foil is wonderfully 
fruitful; and from the conjunction of thefe they produce all the neceifaries 
of life. Their fituation again is [0 fortunate, that if they wanted the 
greater part of thefe bleffings, this alone would compenfate all their 
wants; fot they lie at an equal difiance from all the rich countries in the 
world, furrounded by the widefi and the mildefi of all feas, and capable 
from thence of the fafefi, the mofi commodious, and mofi extenfive navi:... 
gation t. Are thefe then countries to be defired? Yet neither are there 
all their advantages; for mark but the number and nature of their inha
bitants: the latter {hews us that the formermuft be very great: we know 
but very little of them, but we know enough to be very fure of this, 
becaufe we know they are peaceable and prolific. There would be no dif
fi'curty in introducing improvements in their conduct of civil life, which 
would lead them to the difcovery of more wants; but, at the fame time, 
would infiruct them how they might be fupplied. They have already 
Ji great fund of indufiry, which is the genuine fouree of wealth; and, 

'* Heirera Defcription de las Indias Occidmtales, cap. 28:, 

t Modern UnivClfa! HzJlory, vol. ix. p. 595· 

t Galvano's Difwucries in Hackluyt. Eden's Riflary of Travailt. 
lnodernt, p. 701. 

Du Bois GcograpMs 
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with a very little help, wou1d render them a civil, polite, commer~ial na
tion, in countries the befi adapted to, and probably as well furmilied as 
any with l11.aterials for an enlarged commerce. Some rel~tions ~Ctually 
fay, they poilefs both gold and ~lver. ~hat they have [pIce too IS n;ore 
than probable, {ince almofi all the countnes to the vvefl: of them certamly 
have fpices, though the inhabitants, from prudential motives, chufe to 
conceal them. But whether they have or have not precious metals, or 
rich fpices, they may have many other valuable commodities, of which 
we, and perhaps they, have not the leafi: knowledge, but which a fpirit 
of commerce would quickly bring to light. \Ve know what prodigious 
pains the Dutch take to prevent cloves from growing in thofe iilands to 
which they were given by nature; and with what pains, as well as po1icy, 
they have fecured the monopoly of mace and nutmegs~ as well as with 
what anxiety they prevent cinnamon from being brought into Europe by 
any but themfelves *. We have already !hewn, that notwithftanding all 
this care and concern, there are both cinnamon and cloves in Mindanao; 
and it is very certain, that there is fiill greater plenty in the [mall iilands 
of Meangis, which either make a part of this Archipelago, or are within 
a few hours fail of it; We farther know, that the finefi nutmegs in the 
world lie at no great difiance from thefe iflands, and yet where they are 
out of the power of the Dutch t. What then !hould hinder the tranf
planting all thefe rich fpices into fome or other of thefe iflands? or what 
fhould hinder them from growing when tranfplanted out of iilands nearly 
in the fame latitude where they grow by nature? more efpecially when it 
is remembered, that the very thing we propofe to be done, the Dutch 
have aCtually done already, and with the greatefi fuccefs t. For manag
ing fnch a defign, and carrying all the arts of cultivation to the high eft 
perfection, what nation could be wifhed for more fit than, without the leaft 
thought of an attempt of this nature, thefe people are defcribed to be? 
vVhat, with lefs in~ury or corruption. o~. their old t;nanners, could fupply 
the wants that a hrgher degree of CIVIlIty would mtroduce, better than 
this project, if carried into execution ?--There is no need of arms of 
expence, or much trouble, to do all this: [0 that if the fources of irnm~nfe 
wealth are not in thefe iilands, they may be fetched from next door. 
They may be kept too with the fame eafe that they are brought. To 

'II- Dinionnaire de Commerce, tom. ii. p.891. Dampier's Voyages, vol. vi. p. 173. 

t G.~,lvano'~ pifcover;'es in I:I~ckluyt .. Dampier's Continuation of the Voyage to New Holland, 
chap. 111. Hi/lOire de I ExpedItion de TrOIS Vaijfeaux, chap. 18. feD:. 3. 

t Funnel's Voyage l'ound the World, chap. 9. Mcmoires /zw Ie CommlJrce des Hol!andoil 
dans toutes les e!ats Empires du Monde, p. I45. !47' 

bring 
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bring all this to pars, there wants only an active fpirit, a tolerable dep-ree 
of contrivance, and a fteady perfevel'ance in thofe who ihall attempt it~. 

The next ~ountries, ~hich it is her~ requifite to mention, are fundry 
confiderable Il1ands, whIch were once dlfcovered by the Spaniards in the 
fame ocean, but fouth of the line. But I :fhould previouOy remal,k, that 
near tvvo hundred years are elapfed fince they have been [een; for not-
"'.vithftanding the great riches they certainly abound with, and the im-. 
menfe benefits which undoubtedly have refulted from their poffeffion, yet 
the Spaniards, after one ill-concerted attempt at finding them again, have 
not only negleB.:ed them inti rely, but even forbid all further trials; leaving 
them either to eternal ob[curity, or to the fortune of a more au-ive people. 
The only circurnfiances known are, that the fituation of [orne of them is 
in I I [outh latitude, 800 leagues weft of Lima; others 1500 leagues; 
others in 6 and 7 [outh latitude; others 10 [outh latitude, and longitude 

'. 200--2 I o. Some modern writers have fuppo[ed all thefe accounts 
mere mifrakes and variations, but there is much greater reafon for fup
pofing them to relate to different iilands. Some of them have been called 
the liles of Solomon; the Solitary HIes; the Hles.las Marquifas, &c. &c. 
The accounts of them inform us, on very good authority, that of thofe 
fituated about q and IS [outh latitude, eleven were difcoveredof confider
able fize, viz. about 80 leagues in circumference; one ISO. In modern maps 
the longitude of thefe iiles is, from 150 to 180 weft of London; others 
from 10 to IS, &c. &c. They were all well inhabited by people who 
had boats and canoes. They abounded with cloves, cinnamon, ginger, and 
gold, of which the Spaniards carried away in duD: to the amount of 4 0 ,000 

pezos. Other iflands were difcovered more to the [o~th, in a line from 
the frraits of Magellan to the Moluccas, which abounded in all Cons of 
provifions and fugar canes. Others were likewife difcovered, which pof
feffed great plenty of oranges, lemons, [ugar canes, cocoas, pears, me
lons, hogs, oxen, cows, fowls, pearl, {Jiver, nutmegs, mace, ginger, pepper, 
cinnamon, :!ilk, and ebony. In a word, the few accounts i' we have of 
thefe, at prefent, unknown iilands, all agree in the extreme richnefs of 
their produce. 

A very little attention to the :!ituation alone of thefe iilands will 'con- ,. 
vince us, that they are of the utmoft importance to any trading nation~ 
They lie nearly in the center of the vaft Pacific Ocean, connecting, as it 

'# Modern Univerfal HiJlory, vo1. ix. p. 620. 622. 624, &c. 

t Heirera, c. 27. Lopez Vaez, VO)'(Jl. ~u.>: Terr. dujlr. t?m. i. p. 172. Purchas's 
Pilgrims, vol. i. lib, 2. Barceus Laet's Ilmenw. ArgenfciJa Hift. de 11401ucc. Terra /luft. 
(,':g. p. 227, &c. Dobbs's Account if HudjOI/S Bay, p, 1·43, 144, 145. 

I were, 
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were, America to Afia, and would afford prodigious affifhmce to fuch as 
would touch at them in their paiTage acrofs that immenf~ fea. They are 
indeed phced by Nature juft where Art would fix them, to facilitate the 
navigation of fo important a part of the world, and forming a grand link in 
that vail: commercial chain, which I !hall by and by more particularly 
explain. 

But, befides thefe very important ii1ands, other countries were difco
vered in the beginning of the lail: century, in fouth latitude 19 and 20, 

longitude 140 weft of London; and more again by Davis in r6S9, in 
latitude So, and longitude 100; fituations very advantageous for form
ing a line of connection acrofs this prodigious ocean. Likewife in latitude 
5,8 and longitude 80, or thereabouts, a clufter of Wands was difcovered 
by Sir Francis Drake. F~lkland's Iflands, on this fide Cape Horn, are 
well known. 

Having thus traced a chain of unfettled ii1ands, which extend through 
fhe Pacific Sea, and which are open and free for any nation to poiTefs, I 
fuall, in the next place, attempt more particularly to flate the peculiar 
advantages which would refult to Great Britain from forming fettlements 
in fuch of them as were found, upon examination, the moft proper for 
the purpofe. 

One great objection to forming colonies in the oriental Wands, fuch as 
Mindanao and Gilolo, has been, the length of the voyage, which either 
weil: or eail: is longer than any undertaken even by the European Eaft 
India companies, except that to Canton in China; but where very rich com
modities are in quefiion, a long courfe of experience proves this to be no 
real objeCl:ion; but if it was, yet the moil: political and fenfible method of 
profecuting fuch an undertaking would fully remove it: And this leads 
me to explain the reafon of my making mention of fuch a number of 
iflands as I did in the preceding pages; for it might with fome be objected, 
that fo many undertakings,-fo many fettlements at once to be thought 
of, would diftract the attention of government, and bring the whole to 
nought. But I apprehend that a little attention to this point will fet it 
in another light. 

The grea,t objeCl: in view is, the [ettling a fixed communication with the 
above-defcnbed, and other countries, by the rout of Cape Horn, which 
would ~~ attended with exce~ding great advaritages. The voyage to the 
extremItIes of there countnes, Mindanao for inftance, would be two 

months 
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months :fhorter than by the Cape of Good Hope *. And, by means of 
fuch a chain of fettlements as I have :fketched, all the terrors of fo Ion". o 
a run as that from Cape Horn to Mindanao, &c. would be at an end. 
The run even to the New Philippines extends through above ISO degrees 
of longitude; but even if no more intermediate iflands were difcovered 
than thofe above laid down, this run would be divided into four parts, 
and confequently reduced to four voyages, of lefs length than numbers 
which are already common in the circle of commerce. There are cer
tainly many objeClions to the manner of carrying on a trade which 
requires fuch extreme long runs without touching at land. The crews of 
fhips muft neceffarily be very unhealthy, and a confiderable number of 
them generally loft; for provifiQns of all forts fpoil, and freih water is 
difficult to be flowed in fufficient quantities: thefe circumftances confe
quently increafe the expences of freight; and in cafe of bad weather or 
accidents, ihips are not well prepared to meet them. All thefe evils 
attend the navigation of the Spaniards between Acapulco and Manila, 
and have ever attended mofl of the expeditions which this nation. has 
undertaken againft the Spaniards in thofe feas. 

But all thefe inconveniencies would be removed, if thofe Wands before 
named, or fome of ·them at leaft, were formed into a regular and con
nected chain of fettlements from Falkland's Wes, or Sir Francis Drake's, 
to the New Philippines, or Mindanao. By which means this immenfe 
navigation would lofe all its terrors, and a beneficial commerce be as 
beneficially carried on. The great point of converting foreign fettle
ments to the good of the mother-country, lllight be fully and fyftemati
cally purfued, if fuch a plan was executed on enlarged principles, and with 
a fpirited activity. This will clearly appear if we reflect a little upon 
the proper method of reducing thefe ideas to practice. 

A fmall fortrefs ihould be, in thefirft place, erected either on the 
Falkland or Drake's Wes, (many advantages would refult from one on 
each) with a colony around it jufl: fufficient for procuring the neceifaries of 

'* See Dampier's Voyage, in Harris, vol. i. p. 106, 107. The fuperior advantages of fai.
ing to the eafi by Cape Horn, infread of that of Good Hope, did not efcape the penetration 
of a modern author I have often quoted. "If among{l: the variety of projects," fays he, 
" formed by thofe powers that are endeavouring to raife a naval firength, they ihould ever 
fall upon a fcherne for traverling the South Seas, and ~ntering this. way into the j Il~ies. 
(which is far enough from being improb~ble) we ~aJl qUickly be co?vlflced that the poltucs 
of the Spaniards, Engliili, and Dutch, In neglecbng an.d dl(couragl?g that :ou·, are but 
indifferently founded, and that. the profits of an. Ea.fi Indl~ trade'"carned on th.ls way, ';ouH 
very much furpafs thofe that aflfe from that which IS now m ufe. lVJoderll Unr'Perfal Hijtory, 
vol. ix. p. 456. 
. N n n life 
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life in plenty for ihips that touched. This~ or a fimilar plan, executed on 
fame of the neighbouring coaits, ihould at all events be the firft ftep in 
this grand fcheme, upon the principle of clearing th,e way a~ we advanced, 
and knowing every ftep that was to be taken; for, In opemng new chan
nels of trade, to be carried on upon fuch an extenfive navigation, uncer~ 
tainty in the fituation of iDands, coafts" and ports, would be greatlY,dif
couraging. And as fome of the precedmg named on:s are yet very httle 
known, they ihould be further fought for and exaI?Ined, as th~fch.eme 
advanced: for inftance, from the fettlernent in the neIghbourhood of Terra 
del Fuego ihips fhould be difpatche~ in fearch of Davis's Land; there 
would thea bean infinitely greater probability of fuccefs than by fending 
them from England; in which cafe they :would, on their arrival in the 
South Sea, bepoffibly more fino put into port than to explore an unknown. 
ocean. In this manner ihould the expected difcoveries beattempte.d from 
one to another, until th~ ex-tTemity of that v:aft ocean. was gained.) A 
{ettlement ihould he formed, and a fmallfort,ereCtedras before-mentioned. 
upon an advantageous harbour in Davis's Land, for the production of provi
fions and neceifaries. From hence I ihould remark other difcoveries ihould 
be attempted, more in a line between Drake's Hles and thofe marked in the 
maps under the name of ~iros; whether, for inftance, land .could not 
be found fomewhere near the interfection of lat .. 40. and long. 120. If 
fuch was to be found it might prove more advantageous to the general de-
fign than Davis's Land, in which cafe the latter might be abandoned. 
Probably none of the territories fouth of the latter would be. found to 
abound with any rich commodities, {uch being the product of hotter climes. 
It is fomewhat dubious if Davis's Land would prove rich, but being in 
the latitude of the northern parts of Chili, perhaps it might. By the 
word ricb I do not mean the producing gold and illver, but tropical fruits. 
But although nothing more than a fertile foil and healthy climate, with a 
plenty of neceifaries, were procured by thefe means, the fettlements 
ought neverthele[c; moft certainly to be fixed, as their great importance in 
forming links of this grand chain of navigation, anp. facilitating all 
future difcoveries, would thereby be efiabliihed. . 

- :r-;ext comes the ii1ands in lat. 19 and 20 .. and long. 140. which have. 
I10t only the [a me merit as the preceding ones, but the great additional 
L;:'cumJtances of their climate, and confequently valuable productions: 
accor~llDgly we find t.hcm very rich in all their vegetable produce, particu
larly In fug~r and fplees, &e. Thefe i:!1ands are known to be fomewhat 
~umerous, for w1:ich rea[on they iliould be very well examined before 
lc';t}ell-;:::nts \';ere hX,cd, t!ut the mofl: advantageous might be the fidl: ob
i,.::tIs of attention, Lnce It requires as much trouble and expence to form 

a colony 
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a colony in a difadvantageous fpot as in the man beneficial one. Had the 
government of England poifeiTed a true knowledge of the ufe of colo
nies when America was £irft fettled, the fouthem parts would not have 
been negleaed for the northetfl. Hifpaniola, Porto Rico, &c. &c. would 
not have been left unoccupied for the fake of New England, New York, 
&c. For thefe reafons the abovementioned iflands fhould be well ex
amined before the firfi fettlement is fixed: a very eafy matter when the 
:£hipping for the purpofe are jufiJrljh from Davis's Land. 

When once a colony was advantageoufly fettled and duly proteaed by 
a garrifon, the great number of ifiands from lat. 6 to IS. and long. 160 

to 180. (among which are thofe fa famous ones the i11es of Solomon) 
fhould from hence be explored. The fame plan fhould be purfued, of 
examining attentively, before the fpot was chofen for a fettlement; but, 
when once it was fixed on, to render it immediately fecure by a fortrefs. 

After thefe, the New Philippines and the Liquois mes, the Bafhees, 
and laftly the great ones of Mindanao and Gilola: the plan of being well 
feated in the lail fettled before the next was undertaken, fhould, through
out this fcheme, be always adhered to. By being fecure, I mean to be 

,abfolutely certain of fituatibns, to have formed an amicable conneaion 
with the natives, and to have enfured at all times fnch a plenty of necef
fary provifions, that the fhipping might at any time be victualled. Thefe, 
with a few other circumftances, are always neceifary in the place from. 
whence new difcoveries are attempted. . . 

Before we proceed, it will not be amifs tobefiow a little attention upon 
the general policy which thefe various fettlements fhould principally be 
founded on. It is needlefs to mention the neceffity of chufing prudent 
and experienced men for the execution of defigns, which mufi either 
fucceed or fail, in proportion to the urtderfianding of thofe employed. 
Much likewife depends on fixing upon proper fpots to fettle: low marfhy 
fea coafts (and efpecially in hot climates) fhould every where be avoided; 
for fuch are always unwholefome, and ieJdom fertile in the production of 
any thing but rice: on the contrary, high, dry, and hilly coafts, are ever 
extremely healthy, and fuch are no impeachment to fertiEty of fOil. All 
the valuable produCtions we ~are ¥J.cquainted with, are raifed upon fonnd 
good land that is dry; vvitnef£ fugal', fpices, cotton, indigo, coB~e, 
mulberry-trees, vines, &c. &c.; and to thde we may add all the necef
faries of life, rice only excepted. A tracl of fuch land {hould therefore 
ahvays be fought for, lying around a proper fpot for a fort; and either 
upon a [ecure bay of the fea for ihipping, or on fome navigaLle river. If 

N n n 2 upon 
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upon the latter, the higher up (provided the depth of water allows) a fpot 
is fixed on, the more likely it is to find good and healthy land, fince the 
traCl:s adjoining the mouths of moft rivers are low and unwholefome. 
But if an ifland was found which bid fair tQ be of great confequence, the 
whole coaft of which was mar!hy, it would be moft advifable to move up 
into the country, on the banks of a river that was navigable only for 
fman Doops, rather than fix on an unhealthy coaft. For a fmall armed 
floop would at all times command the river, in cafe of accidents, againft 
myriads of Indian canoes. 

vVhen the fpot was fixed on, the fortrefs !hould be immediately ereCl:ed ; 
that is, put together (for I fuppofe it to have been framed in Britain) and 
the cannon defiined for it direCl:ly mounted; in that iltuation it would 
be proof againfi all attacks from Indians, or fuch fhips as probably 
would prove hofiile. But much greater firength would be 'requifite; the 
garrifon !hould for fome time be employed in facing it with earth, or what
ever materials could be gained that were moil: proper for the bufinefs; if 
it was fituated on a rocky fpot, proper workmen fhould be left to form out 
works in the rock. Fortreffes, fhong at leaft for thofe feas, fhould at all 
events be ereCl:ed, and fuch as would not be battered into nothing by the 
unexpected arrival of an enemy's fhip or two. 

As Coon as military fecurity is gained, providing the neceffaries of life 
come next: but I fhould premife that all the land ufed for the fort, or 
plantations, fhould be regularly bought of the natives. From all the 
accounts we have had of the iDands in the Pacific O~ean, they have none 
of them any inhabitants that would not fell any quantity for a little iron, 
or a few ufeful tools-not that their ignol~ance fhould be made a' foun
dation for fuch public knavery as to give them a penny for what is worth 
an hundred pounds; but yet, as the real value of their land is the ideal 
one fixed on it by the two parties, a medium fhould be taken: If they aIked 
ten hatchets, and two or three hoes and fpades, they fhould have ten or a 
dozen pounds worth of goods given them; but regularly diftributed, and 
in fuch a manner as to prevent as much as poffibl~ quarrels amongft them
~elves. Th,e ?arg~in fhould be made with great form and ceremony, marks 
iet up to dlfimgUlfh the boundaries of the grant, and the terms obeyed 
by the garrifon religiouDy. 

!he next b~lfinefs would be (if the feafon was proper) that of culti
vatlOn. All the lmple:nents, cattle, ftock, &c. of an Englifh farm fhould 
be landed from the :f1llpS; and, unlefs the iDand was very populous, fome 
hogs and !heep, &c. turned wild to breed. It is well known what infi-

nite 
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nite benefits have refulted to many nations from the method the Spanifh 
difcoverers always had of fetting afhore a few hogs wherever they came. 
-Seed of all kinds ihould be left for trials; whatever the climate was 
wheat or maize would infure bread: probably wheat alone, if only high~ 
dry, and found lands were planted. Maize fuould never be adopted but 
hom neceffity, as it is fufficient to render barren the fertileft tracts; fo 
exhaufting is its nature. But whatever rich commodities might be the 
produB:s of the ifland, the attention of the garrifon and fetders :/hould 
not, on any account, be drawn off from the certainty of always having 
a plenty of necefiaries :--the cultivation ,of thefe {hould be the firft 
bufinefs. \Vhen once that independency was gained, then would be the 
time to examine the fpontaneous growths, which would be the fureft 
means of knowing accurately what ftaples might be cultivated with the 
greateft profit. . 

The condua to the natives would be that part of the bufinefs which 
would require the greatefl: capacity in thofe who directed the affairs of the 
colony. For fome time the chief dependence would be on them for necef
fary provifions: all fuccefs would depend on managing them dexterou£ly. 
The utrnofl: caution ihould be nfed to give them no offence: if they were 
found to be ever fo weak and defencelefs, it !bould never be forgot, that 
they might prove the moft dangerous of all enemies. Only prudent and 
cautious people ihould be allowed to traffic- with them; and that at a cer
tain hour of the day, in the prefence of the governor and his principal 
officers; for which purpofe a warehoufe might be ereB:ed within cannon
:/hot of the fort, to which the goods to be exchanged {bould be carried
and all perfons puniihed ieverely that traded with the natives in any other 
way ;-and thofe yet more feverely that, under any pretence whatfoever, 
ill-ufed them in any manner. Strict orders {bould be given to everyone 
to have great patience with them in all matters, and efpecially till their 
language was learned, after which much of the difficulty would leifen: 
they {bould be kept out of the fort, but fuffered to walk about the plan
tations at will, to induce them to imitate the methods of culture: all that 
were willing ihould be fully inftruCled in the cultivation of whatever 
valuable ftaples their land produced or their climate would allow; and the 
ftrongeft inducement in the world to engage them to it, would be :/hew
ing them the quantity of goods they ihould receive for certain quantities 
of fuch ftaples in return. The chaplain of the fort ihould be an honeft 
well-meaning clergyman, who ihould learn their language as foon as pof
fible, a powerful ftep towards civilizing them, and extending their 
wants; confequently their demand for manufactures of all kinds would 

greatly 
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greatly increafe, and they would foon B.nd .that the only mear:s of pro
curing them, would be to apply theIr l11dufiry to the rading fueh 
commodities as their new neighbours had taught them. 

I iliould here add, that fuch colonies are of ~:1 others the mofi bene
ficial ; for numerous nations of allies ~~re by fuch means gained, whofe 
labour is as valuable to the mother-country as that of the mofl: ufeful fub
jects. Populous colonies are gained at once without the expence, wafie, 
or time of peopling them: for a fmall garrifon and a few fettlers would 
be fufficient for any ifland of a moderate fize. New markets would be 
opened for Britiili manufactures, in which there would be no danger of 
competition, and fuch purchafers found as could afford to buy them, not
withfianding the high price if the labour btflowed en them. Thus, to main
tain our own poor at the expence of nations now unthought of, would be 
a glorious effort of policy; and might undoubtedly be ten times eafier 
efFected, and at much le[s expence than forty fchemes which are every day 
talked of for procuring European markets, in which we are confiantly 
underfold. 

Upon fome fuch plan as this I have ventured to {ketch, fhould colonies 
be traced acrofs the Pacific Ocean, from Cape Horn to Mindanao: But I 
fhould remark, that when we came to the New Philippines, the Liquois 
mands, Mindanao or Gilola, or any other countries in the neighbour
hood of other European powers, and amongfi Indians who may have been 
met with by Europeans before, greater caution would be reqllifite; much 
{honger fortreifes, and more powerful garrifons ihould be built and efia
bEllied; for the prodigioufly profitable and flourifhing commerce fuch fet
tlements would raife, might naturally be expected to kindle the envy and 
jealoufy of both the Spaniards and Dutch: the latter efpeciall y would dread 
the lofs of their monopoly of fpices, a confequence which certainly would 
enfue; for which reafons the fettlements thus formed fhould be ftrongly 
guarded, and frequently vifitedby fhips of war. But if our falfe friends, 
the Dutch, did prefume to meddle, or for one moment thi.nk to aCt in a 
manner derogatory to the honour bf the Britilli flag, it would be a fhame
ful, a difgraceful, and a wretched conduct, that did not with the utmofl: 
fpirit refent the injury, and effectually humble that proud company of 
merchants, who founded their power upon the moil bloody maifacres, "and 
the cruellefi treachery the world ever knew. Their hifiory, from their 
foundation to this day, proves, that the maxim of the Batavian politics is 
not to complain of injuries real or imaginary, through the States General, 
but to fit out fome flout fhips and take immediate revenge themfelves. In 
cafe the execution of fuch a plan as I have iketched, and a confequent but 

2 u~uft 
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unj:uft ill-treatment from the Dutf:b, vy:hich,_, cClnfidering their unremitted 
qiligence, to j.{eep,the fpice trade to themfelves, might be expeCted where
~ver they were ,aft€mpted tobeqifed; the only return proper to be, made 
would be either- tq fit' out, a fiout fquadron and attack them in the EaH 
itfelf, or to feizeifrll their fhips we met with, and keep thero :11 pawn for 
full rep;lration to t4e honour ,of the CROWN as well as the intertfts of the 
su BJ E CT. , ~f ever, the, fecoLld ac;t, of the trag~dyof _Al-p.boY-,na, or any 
-thing tending towards it, comes in play, pray heave,n wernay not have a 
James \:lpont4e thr,one!--,But to t:eturn.' 

• , - ! • ~ _.\ - - • 

When fuch a chain of fettlements was drawn acrofs the Pacific Ocean" 
a-fafe and open communication would always exift for Britifh fubjeCts to 
carry' 'on"tthe: trade of thefe 'new colonies, which would -be one of the 
rich eft in the world ; the navigation w0'41d, be I:endered eafy and [ure; 
and the fhipping and feamenof Britctin J;eceivean immenfe increafe. But, 
that all the great purpofes to be anfweredby the execution of thefe de
figns might be regula,rly and iyfiematically b,rought about, inftead of 
depending on uncertain contingencies, and thewavering refolution of 
individuals, a regular communication iliould be kept up- from BritaiN to 
the mofi remote of thefe fettlements; a few men of war fhould every year 
make the tour of the fettled iflands, to affi[l rand relieve the garrifons, to 
examine the fiate of the fortifications, to l~eaify what was amifs, and 
promote the execution of what was found beneficial: they fhould like ... 
wife take under their convoy theihips which carried out the manufac.: 
tures and commodities for traciin,g with the natives, and which were to 
return loaded with fuch prouqcls 4\8, were the effeCts. of that trade, or of 
cultivation. Such a regula,],. conne8:ion wi:th th~ mqther""lcountry, and ap
pearance of the Bri tiih flag and force in thofe remote feas, would give the 
greateft fpirits pollible to all that were concerned in the coloniei.--Hav
ing thus cOIld~Cled this part of the defign fo far towards perfe6tion, let 
us in the next place form a flight idea of the vaft confequerices which pro
bably would, but undoubtedly might attend 'it in refpeCl of the great, 
honourable, and important pqint:;--:that of ])ISC6VER~ES~ . 

I 

The exifl:ence of a great Jouthem-conti1lellt is novv. no longer doubted; 
and that it v~ould in. every reipeCt prove highly worthy of being exa~ 
mined (whatever end was propofed, whethe'r colonizing,' trading, or the 
mere acquifition of frefh .krlowledge, at prefent unconceived) no one can 
difpute, notwithfianding the care ",yith which certain· nations 7'(, reprefent 

it 

* Efpecial1y the Dutch, vvho have {pared no pains to {liRe all ideas of the real nai.·ure 
and extent of this undilcovered country. -. "Yet it has bee11 reported," [dY the authors ,cr' 
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it as totally unworthy of attention. That the extent of it muft be im· 
menfely great, there are divers reafons to prove *. But the points of 
land already feen in it prove this without recurring to reafon at all. 
Great traCts have been partly coafted, which extend from the' line to fouth 
latitude 40: now this is the climate t of the world which abounds with 
the richeft produCtions; fo that thofe who would perfuade us that fuch 
countries are of little worth, fpeak as much in oppofition to common 
fenfe and reafon, as to all the experience of mankind. However, the few 
accounts we have had of the little that has been difcovered, prove fuffici
ently that thefe countries abound in produCts of the richeft kinds. Not 

to 

the Univerfal Hiil:ory, "that natwithil:anding the vail: importance ,of thefe iflaRds-(the /pice 
(Jnt's) there were countries at no great diffance from them which deferved fome degree of 
notice, as abounding in gold and precious ffones, and not altogether deficient in fpices. It 
is the more requifite to fpeak of thefe countries in this p1ace, becaufe, though they were 
but half difcovered by the Portuguefe, yet, for all the world knows to the contrary, that 
difcovery has not been fo much as proCecuted, much lefs perfeCted by the Dutch. On the 
contrary, we have been given to underffand, that fame mifiake has happened in this bufinefs; 
that thefe countries are poor, barren, mi(erable places, and thofe who inhabit them a race 
~f brutal, fiupid, and il:arving people. - This poilibly may be fa; however, as it has been 
otherwife reported, and as thefe countries lie upon the very liRe that divides the known 
from the unknown parts of the world, and may be as eaJily reached by the South Seas as by the 
Cape of Good Hope; a few particulars from the hifiories of the Portuguefe may not be either 
'Unpleafant or unufefuI, more eJPecially if the /pirit if difcovery jhould at any timehereaJter AN I MA T E 

the bofoms of our countrymen." (He then proceeds to a flight account of what pa£fed reJative 
there countries while the Portuguefe empire in Afia lail:ed). Mod. Univ. HiJi. vol. ix. 
P·347· 

* " We call by the name of Terra Aujlralis," fays a modern writer, " all that part of 
our earth which lies beyond the three fouthern points of the known world, in Africa, Afia, 
2nd America: that is to fay, beyond the Cape of Good Hope, the MoJucca and Celebes 
If1ands, and Cape Horn, or the Straits of, Magellan. This fpace comprehends eight or ten 
millions of fquare leagues, which make above a third part of our globe. In this vail: traCt it 
is impoilibJe but there muff be to the fouth of Afia fome immenfe continent to keep our globe 
in equilibrio during its rotation, by fe~ving as a counterpoife to Northern Afia. Whoever 
examines the two hemifpheres of the globe divided horizontally, that is, by the equator (as 
they fhouJd alwa\,s be) and not by the meridian, mufi be il:ruck in obferving fo much land 
in the, one hemifphere and fo little in the other; e{pecially as he knows that the weight of 
earth IS, to that of rea-water, marly as five to three." 'Terra AlfIlralis Cognita, vol. i. 
p, 8. 

t ,,' As to the wealth and fertility of this continent," fays a mooern writer, "both rea
fan and experience feem to unite in making it one of the happicil: countries in the world. 
Both de Quiros and I?ampicr hav,e defcribed it in glowing colours, fuch as might be thought 
t.o flow fro~ the p:nc!l of fancy, If farther experience and the very nature of the thing did not 
fupport theIr alfertlOns. The country called by the former La Auil:ralia del Efpiruto Santo 
in the latitu~e of ISO 40' fouth, he affirms to abound with gold, filver, pearl, mace, nut~ 
~egs, and gIDger. It ,IS, ~ppofite to the country called Carpentaria, and from its fituation 
!pves the il:rongefi credibility to the warm defcription of the difcoverer. Captain Dampier 
~pe~ks of the land about Cap~ St. Georg~ ,and F'or~ Mo~tague in much the fame language, 
out enumerates fewer of the nch commodities; which might probably arife from the fuper-

ficial 
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to confider this as a faCl already proved, would be the fame as denying the 
befl) foundations of the knowledge we already poile[s. But what is moO: 
aftoniihing relative to this unknown but immen[e continent, is the firange 
want of cmiofity in moder:n princes. If one of the planets could be ex
plored, how eager would the world be to know its contents--No; I 
miHake :--fo dead is that fpirit which diftinguiihed the two laft ages, 
that I quefiion whether a prince now exifting would give a groat to exa
mine a planet, or be at the expence of a cock-boat to open a correfpon
dence with the moon. The better philofophers they !-reply fome: Ex
perience, however, tells us otherwife j but of that more hereafter. 

Thofe parts ofthefe vail traCls hitherto difcovered have been found exceed
ingly populous. This alone is fufficient to prove, that a trade of the moil ad
vantageous kind might be carried on with the inhabitants. The exportation 
of manufafrures, and the employment of fhips and [eamen, are the great 
points which the prefent fyftem of Europe moil: requires: thefe would be 

ficial view he took of the country; whereas ~iros aCtually refided fome time in the parts 
he defcribes, and confequently had better opportunities of being acquainted with the produce. 
Schouten and Tafman likewife take notice of nutmegs and ginger, as well as cocoa-nuts, 
pifans, &c. which they fow on the coalt. It cannot either be fuppofed that all thofe writers. 
were miltaken, or that they concurred in a fettled plan of deceiving the public and impofing 
on their readers. The perfea harmony between their reports, and the fituation of this 
continent, the trees 01'1. the land, and the fiih on the coafl:, correfpond exaaly with the trees 
of thofe countries, and the fifhon thore coafl:s, where thefe commodities are known to abound 
within land, fl:rongly intimate a conformity throughout, and take away the leafl: fufpicion 
of their authority and veracity. If the illands of Sumatra, Java, and Borneo, abound in' 
precious fiones, and other valuable commodities, and the Moluccas in {pices; New Guinea.' 
and the regions behind, mult, by a parity of reafon, be as plentifully endowed by nature. 
If the illand of Madagafcar is fo fine, and fucha country as all authors fpeak it; if gold, 
ivory, and other commodities of great value are common in tl;1e fouthern part of Africa, from 
Melinda down to !heCape of Good Hope and up again to Cape Gonzalez; h,ere are the fame 
parallels in New Zealand, New Holland, and Carpentaria. If Peru overflows with filver, if 
all the mountains of Chili are filled with gold, the Brazils with every fort of wealth, this con
tinent enjoys the benefitof the fame pofition; and therefore whoever thoroughly difcovers and 
fettles it, will infallibly be poifeffed of territories as rich, as fruitful, and as capable of i'mprove. 
ment as the Moluccas, the Cape of Good Hope, Pero, Chili, or the Brazils, and indeed 
as any that have hitherto been difcovered in any part of the terraqueous globe. If we re
ilea upon all the circumfiances mentioned in the journals we have quoted, the creJit of the 
feveral authors, their apparent conneCtion, and the impoffibility of making forgeries coin'::' 
cide (0 exaCtly with realon, with experience; <lncl with each other; we mufl: conclude there 
is ample evidence of there being a continent and many ii1ands to the jouth,~11 rich, fertile, 
2'i.DcJ pnpulous. If a trade to there was opened, the fame rearon fnews that It mufl: be very 
cominodi')llS, and produce as grea~ or greater advant~ges than thofe which have refLlt~ed from 
the difcovery of America. Is it not therefore aflonifhing that this povverful and bufy nation 
.£bouJd never have undertaken to gratify their curiolity, by the Fullen conviB:ion cf the fiate 
oJ this continent!" Mod. Univ. Hijl. vol. ii. p. 357, 359. ,)--Iarris's Colleaion, vol. i. 
I.ii/). de; Navis. de; Term Alflt. p. 257. 
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fully anfwered; for it is impoffihle to conceive that people inhabiting fuch 
climates, and confequently poiTeffing the commodities moil: valuable in 
Europe, fhoulJ not be as eager to exchange their produCls for ours as 
we could be: and it is much eafrer to be conceived than expreffed how far 
this exchange might be carried, or how many milli(i>lls of people might 
he fupplied with European manufaClures, if thefe vail: countries were dif
covered. 

What was the amount of manufacturing for trade before the difcovery 
of America? A mere trifle; fufficient to enrich and employ a few paltry 
Hanfe-towns, a city of Antwerp, or a State of Genoa: but compare the 
progrefs made frnce that event; confider the trade of Europe before and 
fince; think of the exportation of Britiih, Dutch, French, and other 
manufactures, nine-tenths perhaps of which are confurnecl in America, or 
in Africa in confequence of America. What comparifon can be drawn 
between the riches of Britain now and in the time of ~een Elizabeth? and 
yet if we corne to examine the matter, we £hall find the fuperiority of the 
latter times to the former, to be chiefly owing to the difcovery of America. 
What is the prefent grand want of Britain? A new demand for manufac
tures great enough to fet at work three millions of idlekands, who are 
now a burthen upon the three kingdoms. Is fuch a market to be found 
in Europe? Thofe who are fo apt to cry out, We have trade enough, and 
more colonies than we know what to do with-fhould be afked, Have 
you any unemployed poor? If you have, you have enough of neither 
one or the other. What is the ufe of trade? The enabling your own poor 
to maintain themfelves at the expence of foreigners. 

This great continent of the fouth, and the iflands in the Pacific Ocean,. 
are the only places where we can eTer hope to find fuch a market as Bri
tain wants; and an attentive confideration of what is hitherto come to 
li&ht con~erning them, and the probable flate of what is not yet known, 
wIll conVlllce us that thefe countries bid exceedingly fair for opening the 
mofi advantageous demand for manufactures that Britain has ever yet 
known. 

But is there not hkewife the greateil: reafon to fuppofe that thefe im
menfe cou~ltries, extending from the Line poffibly to the South Pole, muft 
abound with productions of which we can have as little idea, as the 
Europeans could entertain of thofe of America before it was difcovered ? 
If we throw a carelefs eye around us, what a new world of commodities, 
and many of the mon ufeful natures, broke upon us on that event! There 

. are equal reafom, rL1y fuperior ones, for fuppoung thefe unknown couu-
S tries 
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tries to abound in peculiar productions. A number of commodities are 
there probably in being, which would open new fpecies of manufac

, tures unthought of, and give br~ad to millions now unborn. 

But without confidering thefe points merely in a commercial light, is 
it not afioniiliing that the princes and great men among the maritime 
powers of Europe, have no more curiofity to become acquainted with the 
ideas, the manners,the cuftoms, the knowledge, of fo confiderable a 
part of the globe? all which are at prefent as unknown as thofe of the 
inhabitants of the Moon. What a wonderful idea is it to think of the 
arts, the fciences, and the fpecies of human learning, which may 
refide among thefe unknown people; and wait only for the aaive curiofi
ty of fome European to extend them in a million of beneficial £hapes to 
'the reft of mankind! vVonders, as furprizing as glafs, printing, and 
magnetifm itfelf, may exift there in the womb of obfcurity; which, im
ported to Europe, would open new fields for the minds of mankind to 
range in. And let me at the fame time add, that we are in want of fuch, 
to us, unknown fpheres of human knowledge. There has, for above 
a century paft, been a kind of languor in the learned world-a total 
ceffation of all great and ufeful difcoveries, which has thrown the warmeft 
purfuers of the arts and fciences into a beaten traa, in which they are con
tented to refay, in a new manner, what their more fpirited anceftors had faid 
before. Nothing gives a greater activity and vigour to the human mind 
than unthought of and important difcoveries; they open new regions of 
fcience, and lift the ideas of mankind from the dull rotation of common
place faas to the glorious fphere of invention: one difcovery brings on 
another; the general circle of knowledge is enlarged, and every art and 
fcience receives new improvements. Thefe are noble advantages, but 
they can never fpring from the tame and infipid repofe which broods at 
prefent over Europe. 

But befides the arts and fciences unknown to Europe, which it is pof
fible the inhahitants of thefe van countries may be poffeffed of, nature 
would certainly prefent freili kingdoms to the eyes of the natural philo
fopher. What new wonders of creation might we not expect to fee 
amongft the beafts, birds, fiilies~ reptiles, and infects, of fo confiderable a 
~ountry as extends from the Line to the Pole! \Vhat a variety of new 
vegetables, and probably many of confiderable ufe, w,ould be difcovered, 
to the prodigious advancement of botany! What mIght not aftronomy 
expect from the view of fuch an unexplored firmament, and the neigh
bourhood of what may be called a New Pole! In a word, what a frefu 
world will be brought to light by that prince who has genius and refolu-

0002 ~n 
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tion enough to execute fuch a plan as this! This globe prefents no oppor
amity of a prince's enrolling his name arnong. the mofl: famous difco· 
verers, but by determining fl:eadily to penetrate mto the recefTes of thefe 
immenfe regions, and bring them at once to the light of the world in a 

. fcientific fyfl:ematic manner, if I may be allowed the expreilions :
not to fend out a fcattered :il1ip or two, jufl: to prove the practicability of 
the fcheme, but come home after having done nothing; but to profecute 
it vigoroufl y, by taking fuch mea[ures as iliollid be in 110 danger of proving 
ineffectual. There is no pre[umption in afIerting, that the monarch who 
does this will gain a greater, a better founded, and a more lafting fame 
than the mofl: renowned conquerors. What myriads of kings have been 
born to eat, drink, reign, and fleep, and have left the theatre of human 
aCtions, without a name equal to that of the meanefl: American difcoverer ! 
How few, whofe fame is comparable to that of a Columbus, a Magellan, 
a Raleigh, a Drake, or a Cavendiili ! 

But let us liften a little to the voice of timidity and floth, which too 
often ufurp the garb of prudence ;~let us hear what thofe men will 
advance, who, had they lived in the court of Ferdinand and IfabelIa; had 
ridiculed the great Columbus for a vifionary projeCtor. Let us examine 
the objeCtions which are moft likely to be in general made to this whole 
plan; and fee if they are founded in real prudence and found policy, or 
only a fet of failiionable arguments equally advanced againfl: all great and. 
new difcoveries, and commercial improvement~ 

I before examined the propriety of afIerting that we have colonies 
enough; and attempted to prove, that the more perplexed the affairs of this 
country with her old colonies are, the more burthenfome they prove to 
her, the greater the danger of their becoming lefs and lefs beneficial, or' 
~he more the difficulties that occur in changing the policy which has. occa
honed their defects; -hy 1"0 much the more necefTary is it to feek out 
and plant new ones. But, in addition to fuch an objection, it may per
Jl:,PS be afferted, that jitppqjiJlg it <If'JaS ./C}!F1Zd prudent to aim at the tjia
ht!jhment if a new colollY or t'ziJO; )Iet, :.) execute Juch a plan as I bave 
lazd down, "would be imprac7:icable, from its extent, which would OCCq/i07Z 

tl:l1nerous f~iliJlg s, and mucb ill:fitcceJJ\ and at lqfl defeat the <whole i1lfel:
tlOn: But if, all the contrary, Jitccifs did attend it, the number qf fortreJfes 
and/ettlenu:nts '1.l.Jould be too !;7eat to keep up without an immo!.le wqfle of 
men and mOllfy. 

In ;:',:1[',ver to this obje3:ion, l::t us in the Brit place remember that the 
diJ1raCcion which fometimes refdts from the engaging in- ma~y under

takings 
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takings at once (a circumftance, however, that feldom attends the ope~ 
rations of able men) would not be a confequence of the preceding plan, 
becaufe it is exprefsly propofed to make pretty fure of one fettlement firft, 
and ufe that as the means of proceeding :-every part of the road to 
be well furveyed (if I may ufe the expreffion) and known before it is 
extended, fo that the defign would be uniform throughout, and every 
fuccefs but a preparatory fiep to further attempts; confequently, if any 
failings or ill-fuccefs unexpec:tedly interrupted the execution, fuch mif
fortunes would be fpeedily known and remedied before a further progrefs 
was undertaken; that the great principle of the defign might not be for
got, that of forming a chain of flttlements and ports acrofs the Pacific 
Ocean. But if a link was broken in the center, and the extremity length
ened before the reparation of it, the condua would be unpolitical, and 
more of a piece with the politics of Spain, who po{fe{fes a navigation 
already acro[s this ocean,) and might have a chain of connettion, but ne
gletts it, than umilar to what might be expec:ted from a trading power.
The firength of the preceding objection therefore mufl: lie (if any where) 
in the extent of the' fettlements after the defign was completed. 

To this part of it, it is no improper an[wer to refer to the cxtentoof 
the Portugnefe fettlements in the Indies, when they were in the height 
of their power j that is a vail chain of poffeffions, Jettlements, colonies, 
fortre{fes, cities, and Wands, from the coaft of Zanquebar in Afi-ica, along
all the coafts of Perfia, Indofl:an, the Peninfula, to China, and even Ja
pan; befides the numerous iflands in the Indian Archipelago. The great 
extent of thefe poifeffions did not prevent their wifefl: governors from fit
ting out !hips to difcover the great Southern Continent :- they regularly 
found that this connec:ted chain of fettL~ments and fortrefles, inftead of 
being a burthen upon them. was the caufe of their power; each link 
Hrengthened the other: A great trade was on-ied on, much iliipping and 
many feamen employed; and while theIr pCJ;-7,'~r Iafred in the Indies, their 
monarchy was more ,confiderable than ev~! it was before 0: has been. fince. 
Nor did the deGgns of the Dutch, of ralimg themfelves m the Indles on 
the fpoils of Portng.aI, fucceed from. the l~ll\;ieldr extent ?f itspoiTeffions, 
but from the avarIce and depraVIty or the } ortugueie governors and 
commanders; and from their rai0ng up fo many Indian enemies, who
were ready to join the firl\ of .their foes: T~ofe vvho will read. the h~[
tory of the p,ortuguefe empIre m the Indies WIth the leaH attentlOn, wIll 
be fenfible of this faa. 

The Dutch, whofe Indian politics have been fo highly magnified, were 
far enough from thinking that any inconveniencies refuhed from e.'ctod 0/ 

pqffi:Jjio,u; 
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poj]e/Jions· for they not only built their power upon the ruins of that of 
the Portu~uefe, but exceeded them in the number and firength of their 
cities and fortrefles; and as they conduCted their affairs much better than 
their predeceffors, they were attended by fuccefs, which has. now conti
nued uninterrupted above a century and a half.-If thefe natlOns, there
fore, have found the benefits of aCting in this manner, and never expe
rienced any inconveniencies from numerous commercial fortrdfes and 
fettlements; furely there is great weaknefs in fancying that we fhould, 
who are near three times over a more numerous nation than both the 
Dutch and Portuguefe together. But if this circum fiance was not fo, yet 
that of Great Britain's being the firfi naval potentate in the univerfe, 
would more than balance forty weights in the oppofite fcale, fince a pa.ltry 
fort, wherever fituated, under the proteCtion of the Britifh flag, no one 
will deny to be more fecure than large cities under the dominion of na
tions weaker at fea. The laft war is a noble proof of this truth. 

The prefent American poifeffions of Britain are no impeachment of this 
reafoning, becaufe they are fo populous and internally powerful as to be 
in no want of garrifons and fortreifes; in faCt, all we have on that con
tinent, maintained by the mother-country, amounts only to a few trifling 
forts to keep in awe an handful of raggamuffin Indians. Our American 
-colonies therefore fupport-' or, at Ie aft, might fupport themfelves.
However, the comparifon between the number of fettlements and fort .. 
reifes of the Dutch in the Indies, and thofe propofed by Britain in the 
Pacific Ocean, will bear no proportion; for the former have more in one 
fpice iiland than would be fufficient to extend the propofed chain from 
Cape Horn to Mindanao: and if difcoveries were multiplied in the pro
gre[s, and fettlements formed on the great Southern Continent itfelf, 
yet the number of our fortreffes need bear no proportion to thofe which 
the Dutch, a nation fo trifling compared with ourfelves, maintain in 
India. Thefe comparifons fhew us, therefore, at leaft, that this imagi
nary formidablenefs of extent of fettlement is a mere phantom, and no 
c bjeCtion to the execution of fuch commercial plans as would prove fo 
greatly beneficial as thefe. In a word, the truth is this, if the confe
quences refulting from the plan are good, it deferves the trouble and ex
pence ~ if bad, the contrary. The very latitude and population of the 
countnes before iketched are alone fufficient to prove the firfi :-no cir
cumfiances give any reafon to fu[peCt the latter. 

. One very c~)11fider~ble advantage of the fuperior naval power of Britain, 
IS the eaf~ w~th which fhe can conneCl: and fupport difiant fettlements. 
Every m\.tlOn In the_world but her, who is the firfi maritime power, would, 

011 



SECT. VII. COL 0 N I E S~ 

on fueh an occaGon as this, beneceffitated to build much ffronger fort
rdfes and keep larger garrifons on account of fuch inferiority. If the 
vaft importance of a fquadron of men of war, annually vifiting thefe new
formed fettlements for a few years, be confidered, it will be found that 
this expence of troops and forts would by no means be fo great as at firft 
figh~ ~ay be imagined. Let us fuppofe one in the neighbourhood or 
Cape Horn; a fecond either on Davis's Land or fome ifland more to the 
wdhvard; a third and fourth in the other iflands fou th of the line; a 
fifth in the New Philippines; a fixth in the Liquois; and a feventh in 
Mindanao.-The Dutch have above twice this number of Jlrong fort
rejJes in the jingle ifland of Ceylon for the fake of ingroffing the jingle 
commodity of cinnamon. If other difcoveries were attempted, and a trade 
opened with the great Southern Continent, others would be neceffary; 
fuppofe double the number, they would form very weak foundations to 
build an argument upon againft the propriety of the fcheme. The fingle 
town of Gibraltar cofts the nation twice as much as ten fuch fortreffes in 
the Pacific Ocean, and not one hundredth part of the benefits refuIt from 
it. Nor would the drain of men by colonizing be greater: I always fup
pofe the government to have prudence enough to guide the emigrations 
that are made to any colonies. Emigrations there muft and will be whe
ther we have many or no colonies, and abundance of foreigners always 
at the command of Great Britain to tranfport wherever fhe pleafes
We have every day inftances of this: the only point: therefore is, to deter~ 
mine what colonies fhall firft be peopled. 

The next objeB:ion inay, I think, be fomewhat df the following nature: 
-As a principal dejign if this plan is to procurejpice-fJlands, the Dutcb 
would not only take umbrage at it, bllt prevent the execution,jince it is welf 
known how ftverely tbey treat all jhips the.y meet with near their jpice
ijlands, or even attempti"ng to make diJco'Veries on the fluthern countries., 
And as the Spaniard! have exte1!five claims in the South Seas, and are very 
amhitious if keeping the navigation if it to themfilves, they likewifl would' 
he offended at this conduCl. 

If the fcheme was a mere chimera, from which no goad could refult, it 
would be weak to bring any objeB:ions to it : but if, on the contrary, great: 
and -noble advantages would probably accrue to this country from its exe
cution, to bring fuch an objetl:ion as this could only move the laudable 
indignation of every Briton. The Dutch have fure1y no pretenfions or 
claim to a monopoly of {pice a moment longer than the culture of them.: 
is negleCl:ed by other nations.-They have .not formed even pretenfions 
to anyone of the ifiands or countries I before iketched,; unlefs. drawing 

the 
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the fragment of a map of the fouthern continent upon the floor of the 
Stadthoufc at Arl1f-::erdam, can be called a jufl: claim to a country containing 
ten millions of [quare leagues, an hundredth part of the coaf!: of which they 
certainly never faw. It might juf!: as well be afferted, that the Dutch 
claim all countries under the fun that produce fpice. -- I fhould not be 
greatly furprifed at fnch a claim, but exceedingly fo, if their neighbours 
allowed it. --But whatever they claim matters not a groat to Britain. 
--She has too much juf!:ice to imitate their conduct in feizing the po[
feffions of other nations,--but ihe is too confiderable to be frightened at 
the bugbear of {nch ridiculous claims. The[e fentiments, however, are 
in anfwer to the objection. I cannot believe that the Dutch know their 
ovvn weaknefs fo little as to think of fuch ufurping pretenfions in this 
age. 

The Spani:lb claims here hinted at are much of the fame nature. They 
have a captain, with a company or two of foldiers, in a paltry fort at 
Guam. This is their claim to all the iflands that may be met with in the 
courfe of five or fix thoufand leagues around it. .such claims deferve 
nothing but ridicule. But it may be faid, that for any thing we know 
to the contrary, Magellan, or rome other Spanin1 navigator, might, [orne 
centuries ago, have je'en thefe countries I fpeak of, confequently they be
'long to the king of Spain :-But fuch abfurd ideas are pretty well ex
ploded nowadays. Nothing but poJIeffion by a colony, a fettlement or 
a fortrefs, is now allowed to give a right from difcovery; even a treaty 
with the natives to the exclufion of other foreigners is doubtful, but cer
tainly much fuperior to the mere fetting up of a crofs. If priority of 
difcovery gives a right, to what does it give a right? To a whole conti
nent. If fo, the moment a Spaniard fet foot in America, the whole was 
the King of Spain's from the north pole to the iheights of Magellan: we 
know how well other nations allowed that. Mr. Pofl:lethwayte in his 
Ditl:ionary talks of the claim we have to California" becau[e Sir Francis 
Drake was the firfl: difcoverer. What abfurdity! \Ve mac1~ no fettlement 
of any kind whatever; - that is, we left it for thofe who would,
which the Spaniards have done, and have therefore a right to the coun
t~y. The Ifles of Solomor: and the, New Philippines were feen by the Spa
mards firf!:; but as they dld not thmk them worth fettling, becaufe moun
tains of filver did not at once appear, does it therefore follow. th:c;: no 
other nation has a right to fettle them? The truth, indeed, is, that all 
fettling of colonies are aus of violence ;-the rigbt every '.'.There is in the 
l:atives,; -all other rights are fichtious: they will only bear c0111[1,1ri
ions wlth each other; and that certainly is the on1y one v,'ll.ich \7,'ill bear 
the lean examination, that is founded on purcha[e. Let us fuppo[e f'.,1j-

gellan, 
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gellan, in his voyage, to difcover a new Wand; he gees afhore, plants.a 
.crofs, and then fails away. After him comes Sir Francis Drake; he goes. 
a:!hore; make a treaty with the natives, and purchafes a certain quantity 
of land, builds a fort, .and leaves a garri·fi:m; who has the befc right to 

that i:!1and? Surely the latter. Btlt as his right extends no further than 
his purchafe, --others may likewife come and purchafe; but.if the com
modities of fuch Wand are rich, that will not be fo convenient :--force 
is then brdught in. Whatever fucceeds, matters not to the pre[ent point; 
-that pojJejJion of a £lngle acre gives a better right than the firft difco
very. And that, according to the ideas if Europeans, any nation has a 
,right to form fettlements in whatever countries are unpolRlfod by others. 
Spain had a very good right to fettle California, notwithftanding England 
was the firft difcoverer. 

In refpeB: to the i:!1ands of the Pacific Ocean, the Spaniards do not 
:themfelves know what they firft difcovered: - their firft navigators chrif
Jl:enedcertain i:!1ands, which the beft Spaniili writers now are quite dubi
,<lUS about.'-Some alfert that Magellan's Wands were here, others in£lil: 
that they were there. One fays he failed through the Ladrones; - an
other contradiCl:s it, and alferts it was through the New Philippines. But 
whet·her it was one or the other, or neither, matters not a farthing in 
.refpeB: of right. They have, what we call, a right to what they poife[s; 
.and if they chufe to extend thofe polfeffions, fo far as they extend them 
fo far will their right be extended. But to imagine they have an exclufive 
right to what they do not polfefs, is as contradiCl:ory to theconduCl: of 
the world as it is repugnant to common fenfe. Magellan failed through 
the Archipelago of St. Lazarus: - The Spaniards from hence lay an 
_:exclufive claim (according to fome of their old writers) toeleven thoufand 
illands. They took care to fix upon a number large enough, that it might 
extend, I fuppofe, to all that ever were difcovered in the Pacific Ocean. 
But whatever their claims of this fort are, they, by no means, are objec
tions to Britain's executing fuch a plan as I have .:fketched; for Spain has 
neither juftice for their foundations, nor power for their fupport. 

Thirdly, It may perhaps be afferted, that the length if the voyage t(} 
theft parts of tbe world is too great to e.flablijh pr.ofitable fittlements. This 
would be an objeCtion of importance, were none but commodities of finall 
value, but great bulk, to be brought home; but is of no effeCl: againft 
the produCl:ion of fpices, cochineal, raw "filk, &c. &c. or even fugal'; 
for the firft.come to Europe now by as long a rout, and a confiderable 
quantity even of the laft. Common experience therefore ~e~ls us, that no 
navigation is toolong'for the tranfport of valuable commodItIes. The only 
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cargoes- of aIr the European' Eaft India {hips might convince us of this 
truth; and efpecially when it is confidere? (as was' before obferved) that 
the navigation to the extremity of the Pacific Ocean may. be performed in 
leis time than to the Inuies by the Cape of Good Hope, and that by fOIne. 
months *. But, on the other hand, what noble benefits refult from Ioqg 
voyages! Thefe are the t:'ue nu:fer~es for feamen, a?d breed the hardieft 
andmoft valuable; nor IS navIgatIOn fo muchobhged to any, trade as 
that which occafions them. They encourage the building and fitting out 
flout {hips; they render courage, atl:ivity, vigour, a:nd frill, neceffary in <Ii 

number· of captains and. feamen; and prove, in .all thefe and other 
refpeas, of incomparable value to a maritime nati~n; infomuch that 
thofe branches of commerce, and thofe fettlements whIch are the fupport 
of long voyages, ought, from every fenfible people, to receive peculiar 
attention.-" The-notion of fCl:iling by a weft courfe to the Eafl: Indies,'" 
fays a very penetrating writer, "firft entered into the imagination of Co· 
lumbus; and yet there is great reafon to prefume, that if h.e could pof
fibly have Illade a right calculation, and had und~rftood that 230 degrees 
of longitude muft be trave:rfed in [uch a' courfe, it· wo'l::11d havre appeared, 
even to him a matter extremely doubtful, if riot utterly impoffihIe .. ' Btlt 
in a feries of years, and that avery thort one, lince, from thefirft voyage 
of Columbus to that of Magellan, there fcarce intervened thiity,this was 
conceived, undertaken, and exeeuted; . an,d Gonfequently incomparably 
greater improvement was made in this art of navigation than in the 
many hundreds, and even thoufanas. of years preceding~ Of fuch 'cr;nfi
quence it is to keep men in afiion, to exeite their faculties,. and to iriflame 
their courage by emulation, and to make' one difco9.1ery· a jlep to. another. 
It was by means like thefe that THAT SO'MUCH \V~S DQNE·INSO, 

SMALL A TIME; and by the negleEl of theft means tbat S:OLITTLE 
HAS BEEN. DONE }:YER SINGEt." . . 

It may, laftly, be objetl:ed, that the execution' if' Juih a platzwoutt! 
deUh with the intertjls of our Eqft Indiac~mpa1lJ'; for· although JPice:!, 

~ " It may be fuggefied." fays a modern a~th;r, " that if ;he court of Sp·ain was ever ((Y. 
much inclined to encourage' a commerce from.Spainto th\O Ph:il.ippine Iilan<ls, it could wever 
eome to much, becau[e the length of the voy~.ge wot.i:ld deter private men from, trading fro:n 
the \Veft Ii:dres to the Eafl:, and from the Eaft: to tb:~ Weft:, in their own bott()ms. 1 nail
{wer to th.is, we fuall obferve, that [orne private traders in France in J.7lS, fitted out fOUF 

(),f five 01ps for the South Seas, ·where ~he'yarrived. fafely; and ,after vending their cargo. 
t!:ere, faded from t~e co:I1l: of Per~ to Chwa, which IS a lon6~r voyage than to the Philip
pines; performed It {ucce[sfully 111 kfs· than four motiths, arId- retl1"fned from thence into. 
Fran;e. (Nouveau ,Voyage au Tou~ du .Mondi. 'pa-r L. C.de l.il.Bakbinais,.tom.rIii. p .. 25 1 .) 

whlcu Jhe:!Js what the hopes?f gam wIll produce, and what maybe done where people are 
fUI~ or bEln.g rewarded. for tne rifques they. rUD) and the labours they .enJure.".lt1odcnl 
Unn:er!al Hijl~ry, vol. IX. p. 489. ' .... 

t j1,1od,m~ Uiliverf1! Bifio;-y, v,ol. ix. p. 481. 
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&c. are Hot the pJ'odutl if theirfettlements, yet they bave a profit Up01lt 
the faZe of them ;'fwr can flny Britijb flips navigate the 11ldiauJeas witb
out their licence. This objection will not be difficult to anfwer, if any 
one will allow that the private interefts of a monopoly ought to give way 
to thore of the nation at large; a pofition which I apprehend none will 
difpute. It is very grievous to thofe who willi well .to the nation!s com..., 
merce, to hear the interefis of a company, the very exifience of which is 
deemed by many ·of our befi political writers to be injurious to the king
dom; to hear their interefis fet in competition with the public good, and 
quoted as objeClions to its advancement! What other anfwer can be given· 
to fuch melancholy objections, hut to h~pe that the legiilature will cOn ... 
ceive .ddf--ererrt ideas? 

But this is upon the fuppofition that one mull give way tothe other. If 
the Eait India company is found to be beneficial,tl:ie good certainly arifcs 
not from any part of the world I have traced in the preceding plan. An 
thecomme!,ce, of whatever kind, carried all by that company, extenus 
not to the I 20th degree of eaft longitude; or, in other words, farther 
than the coait of China. Let this be made the boundaries of their char
ter, ,with the :l'lme privileges they now enjoy; 'but let all to the eafi of 
that, or the Pacific Ocean, -be open to all the King's fubjects. The com
pany would then {uffer no other loIs than that of their profit on fpices ; 
which, if they did ruffer, could only be from our railing them in colo
nies of our own: the one furdy ought to give way to the other. But if 
·other India commodities were thusraifed, tea for infiance, would it not 
·make an infinite difference to Britain between the purchafing them with 
£lver, or with her own manufactures.? The exportation of bullion is not 
the great mifchief;it is ,the want of that of manufactures. The end of 
trade and commerce of whatever kind is indufiry; that is,employment 
for our poor: no matter what the means are which conduce to this .end, 
provided the end is gained. 

It is idle to extend objections further; thefe, I think, ·are the only ones 
"Which carry even an appearance of. reafon with them: And that it is but 
an appearance, more arguments 1111ght be brought to prove than I have 
infified on. But fince the plan of fettling various iilands, &c. in the Paci
fic Ocean, and opening a trade with the inhabitants of the great fouthern 
continent, is not ,only praCticable, b"?t fo extremely expe?ient, let us in the 
-next place confider of what great Importance that cham of fettlements, 
which I firfifketched, would be towards facilitating any further diD .. 
coveries to the fouth. This conneCted line of ports acrofs that vafi ocean 
would ihort€n a voyage for new difcoveriesprodigiouily. Ships might 
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proceed fro111 any of the ii1ands in that oblong fpace defcribed by the 
10th and 30th degrees of fOtlth latitude, and the 120th and 180th of 
weft longitude, with the" utmoft cafe and fafety, to' any part of 
that immenfe ocean, without having a' courfe of an immoderate length, 
to run. In aU probability they would fpeedily meet with either 
great Wands, or a eontinent, to-the fouthward: For any thing we 
know to the contrary, latitude 30 itfelf may extend over one. But the 
proper methods waul? be to :(a~l from the New Phjl~pl?ine5" or the H1C?s 
of Solomon, to Dampier's Straits, between New Brrtam, and· New GUl
nea" and then to pur[ue the coaft of the latter country, which way foever 
it ran; to difcover- whether it jOLned New Zealand, and- follow whatever 
eoaft they met with that bore eaftward, by which means a map might be 
drawn of the whole coaft at once; and the great encouragement to [nch 
an undertaking is the certainty of finding large tracts' of country in a tro
pical climate, where there is no danger of being intercepted'by ice or cold~ 
The matter might be reduced to certainty, if fome filch methods as thefe 

, were pur[ued, and that too in a very few months; for the courfe from 
t~e i£lancts above~mentioned can be but trifling. Indeed, the fituation of 
the propofed line of fettlements it! fuch as almoft to command the Pacific 
Ocean, at leafl: thofe parts which aTe moft valuable to a European nation~ 
the central and tropical ones, fin~e' they alDrre can contain countries proper
for Britifh wlonies. 

'That this imm.enfe ocean is thickly :lh:ewed with '- HIands" there can he 
no doubt. A vafi number have already been feen, and although the heft 
charts we have of it contain but few) yet that is. far from a proof of the 
contrary,. fince numbers are defignedly * left out of the Spaniih charts-,. 

. [0, 

. :.t In treating of this fubj"eCt, we affumed it as highly likely, t·hat notwithfl:anding there is, 
fo little ,tppearance of it in our common mJps, yet, in all probability, the Pacific Ocean 
might be full of iflands; and have alfo hinted more than once at an hyp-othefis, that, if ad
mitteJ, w,ould e~abli(h this fyRem. (OSftrvc7tiom Phyjiqueet Mathematique diT l'Academie, p. 
223·) DIfcovenes have been made in all direulOns. There has been no expedition throuo-h 
thrs ocean of which vve have any cli(tinEl: account, without. hew il1ands bein(Y difcover:d. 
Magellan f.lw other iflanes,. and the number of the Ladrones and their names have differed 
anci~ntly from .what they are now ~cco~nted.. (G: Ba!Lifia Ramuf!? Racca/to 1e1!e Navrgritioni 
it Plaggl, tom. 1. p. 375.-Ga!vano s Dijcoverzes.-HitCk!uJt. D1J BOIS Geographre Moderne, p. 2. 

chap. 14·· art: 5.) Su FranCIS Drake aer~alJy palled through the New Philippines. Sub
feq~ent Enghih commanders made ~ther dlfcoveries; and though this is a great deal, we 
e~uid have {hewn much more. InCidentally, and without feekin'(Y them a chain of Wands 
hav~ been difcovered to the ~~rth .almoft as high.as r ap.an. (Hei~t1'a D1cripti'on de las Indics 
O:czden ta!::.' ~ap. 2R.· £!den> I-!iftoTy, oj Tra'ljazle . . ~lr W. Monfon's Naval Tracts.) The 
N~w Phlllppmes, notwlthfl:andl11g, ,Is the mo~ finkmg proof of all, fince they render it 
eVident, that wh~t we ~uppof~ of tn~ whole IS at leatt true of a part; nor is this proof 
at al: lefs a],Jthe~tlc for Its belllg accidental; for that is a pregnant teftimony in favour of 
<ll:otner p:op?fi\l~n more than once mentioned, that the Spaniards are not f~ much ignorant 
(ll this J:> mdl[pOIcd to acknowled ge and unwilling to have it difcovered. This appears from 

the 
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fo tha(there can be little doubt but that every new voyage in thore feas wou1d 
bring us acquainted with frefh difcoveries. Thofe :!hips however which 
were fent purpofely for making difcoveries, I could willi were otherwife 
provided than has hitherto peen common. The great failing of former 
expedit~ons of this nature was always owing to their failing from Europe, 
by which means they never had time fufficient to profecute any difcovery : 
t-l-tey were generally obliged to fieer homewards at the moD: critical mo
ment of their whole voyage. But the veife1s being fent from the center 
of that ocean, would totally obviate this objection. Few fhips that have 
failed in quefi of new countries have been properly loaded;- they :!hould 
contain a fmall quantity of every kind of European manufacture, and 
whatever was mofi likely to {hike the fancies of the natives of the [ought
for countries. People of particular caution, and at the fame time of pene
tration, :!hould alone be intrufied with the intercourfe between the :!hip 
and the Indians. The common failQrs are too eafilyaffronted, and are 
ver~' defiitute of that general humanity which is requifite in fuch unufual 

1 ~occafions Men well-frilled in the productions of fimilar climates :!hould 
be of the crew, that falfe and :!hallow accounts of valuable commodities 
might not be brought, which is too often the cafe in fuch expeditions. 
Two or three {kilful botanifis would be abfolutely neceifary to gain a real. 
and well-founded knowledge of any country. SGme draughtfmen would. 
be equally neceifary for various purpofes. An able geographer and ma·~· 
thematician fhould always be of [uch parties, that inaccurate charts might 
110t be taken. But infiead of ,all thefe, a;ndother requjfites, the {hips 
which hitherto have failed in quefi of new countries, have only brought 
home fuch puzzling contradictory accounts, as to employ the world for 
a long time after in conjecturing what really were the facts, from the given 
defcriptions. Nor would the additional expence incurred by thefe means, 

the extraordinary frrianefs of their failing orders, which we have good rear on to believe are 
not cafually defective, but intentionally refiricted in this particular. (Galvano. Sir r~'il
liam Manion's Naval 'Tralls. Lord dnfon's Voyage.). The fame thing appears from their 
charts, but managed with great prudence andaddrefs; for all new iflands are inferted as 
foon as difcovered, to prevent tHe furmize of their wiihing to conceal them; but then, iflands 
long before difcovered are left .out; fo that the modern charts are not 2t all fuller than thofe. 
made two centuries ag.o. Add to this, that no difcoveries whatever tempt this nation to pro
ceed any further, how eafily (oever that might be done, or with whatever advantageous con
fequences it might be attended. But to bar'the pretenhons of any other nation, and to 
fccure their title to illands not yet known, and which perhaps they never will know; they 
plead an exclufive right from the firfi difeovery by Magellan of the ArchipelJgoof St. Laza
rus, comprehending, according to their compu{ation, eleven thou(Jod illands. (G. B, Ramu
jio Raccolto, &c. tom. i. p. 375. Argcnfola Conquifta de las ljlas lIioluccas, lib. i. Pel'e Ie Gol'icn 
Hifioire des ljlcs Marimmes, liv. i.) So that how much (oever oLir doCtrine may cJafll with 
their politics, there is nothing clearer than that they differ not milch from tiS in their opinion. 
Mod.rn Univerfa' HzJtory, vol. ix. p. 622.. 
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be any conflderable matter, and not ·to" be mentioned ill comparifon with 
the benefits which would refult from them. . 

I cannot help earnefHy williing, that the SPIR IT OF DISCOVERY may 
once more afire in this nation: the South Sea alone prefents a field for that 
fpirit to range in; - a field, ample as the mofi daring mind can willi ! 
The heroic courage, arId the noble vigour of our forefathers received 
its birth in the aClivity which diD:ant adventures muA: occafion. Spain 
fell from her envied iituation as foon as this invigorC1ting impulfe dwin
dled into the prudence of guarding what was already gained, inftead of 

.keeping alive for the fame purpofe that courage which alone won it. Ne
ver did Britiih courage appear in fuch a glorious light as in the midil of 
thofe daring adventures which thefpirit of difcovery was fo fertile in pro-

,ducing. The heroifm of later times is not compa-rable to it. What were 
thevefIels that demoliihed the Armadas o£ Spain;---.-.-that plundered her 
American coafts from the line to the pole; --- tha,t circumnavigated the 
world in the face of potent navies? Sloops, brig~, fchoQners, pinnaces, 

. cockboats! A feamanwould now aik a :£hip of an hundred guns to per
form that which our Drakes and Cavendiihes executed in one of as many 
tons.~ This, however, is no reproach, it is the fpirit of the age; . and, 
that heroic fpiritof the ·fift€enth century fprung from, and was kept 
alive by the fpirit of difcovery. 

liliall conclude wifh. a few admirable remarks of a late author, fpeak-
·ing of the difcovery of the New Philippines :- " It is, indeed, very 
fingular, that, c'onfidering their fituation, the number of them, and their 
lying, as it were; within feveral circles; one within another, in the very 
miME of countries poifeffed. by the Spaniards, they:fhould remain for two 
centuries, in a manner, unknown, or at leaft unnoticed. It is yet more 
ilrange, that after the firft intelligence of, them, and· that too by accident, 
the.r ihou~d remain upwards of fifty years, in. a manner, half difcovered. 
It IS certalil.ly very fuprizing, that in an age' fo enlightened as this, an 
event of thIS fort ihould be fo little confidered or attended to· and that 
th: findi~g of thefe iilands ihould be regiftered amongft the r~lations of 
mIiIionanes, t~e .collections of focieties deftined to the- promotion of fci-
ence, and b~, 11~ a manner, wholly flighted by the great world, by geo
graphers, hiftonans, and ftatefmen: From all of whom from the nature 
of th!ngs, difcoveries'of this kind claim more immediat~ regard *." This 
certamly ihews, that the. noble and heroic fpirit which diftinguiihed the 
fifteeNth century, and whlch was attended with fo many illuftrious events, 

* Le Sprit des Loix, liv, 2.0, c, 18. 

and 
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and fuchpTodigious advantages to the inhabitants of Europe, however ill 
managed in fome refpeCts, and in all perhaps but too much mifapplied, has 
been gradually evaporating, and is now on the point of being ext in
guiilieo; and this from the very principle that firft excited, and ought 
ever to keep it alive, a propenfity to commerce; which, while we endea
vour to monopolize, we ceafe to extend; and, while we quarrel and dif
pute about what we have, difcourage thofe difcoveries that might employ, 
enrich, antI content us aU.-But it will be faid, that the views of princes 
and politicians are very different from the vifions of fpeculative men, who 
travel only in their clofets, make difcoveries upon paper, and frame 
fchemes for themfelves, and men of a like turn to admire, but which 
great minifters treat with derifion. The truth of this is not to be difputed. 
But the point to be enquired into is, who are moft likely to be in the 
right? Princes and politicians are great names; perfons of fcience and 
fagacity are great men. The former are generally occupied about the 
concerns of their own times; the' latter look forward, and endeavour the 
benefit of pofterity. It was not Ferdinand, though honoured with the 
title of the Wife, the Great, and the Catholic, who difcovered the new 
world, but poor Columbus; who had been treated as a chimerical projec
tor, and whofe vaft defigns had periilied in embrio, if Ifabella had not 
enabled him to carry them into execution by pledging her jewels;l<. 

~ M~dern Univcrfal Hifiory, vol. ix. p. 573, 
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Of the Pre[ent State of the CO M MER C E of 
:G REA T B R l T A. I N. 

l "",'H E tranfitien .from agriculture, manufaCl:. ures, and colonies, to 
commerce, is not abrupt; for the firf!: are the caufes, and the latter 
is the effeCt. As it would occafion much confufion to examine 

all the branches of the Britifh commerce in one general view, I !hall 
affign to each a [edion; firf\: giving a concife fiate of ,the trade, and 
then adding fuch· refleCtions as are nece{fary to elucidate .the faCts. Upon 
this plan, the following d~vifions will be nece{fary: 

I. Britijh Commerce 'with the Baltic. 

n. With Holland an.d Germany. 
,III. With France. 

IV. With Portugal. 

V. With Spain. 

VI. With Italy. 
·vn. With the Levant. 

VIII. The corifting trade. 
IX. The inland commerce of Great Britail1A 

X. The plantation trade. 
XI. The Britijh fi)heriu. 
XII. The Eaft India trade. 

XIII. The African trade. 
XIV. Generalflate if )hipping, navigation, tonnage, andfiamm. 

XV. Of the balance if trade. 

XVI. CompariJon between the commerce of Great Eritain and that if 
other countries. 

XVII. Of the confequenc~s of commerce .to the gen~.,.al we!fare 0/ tbe 
.ation jtbe mea'{u if,promotmglt j and c011jef!ures on Iff future Jhzte. 

Q.q q 
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S E G T. I .. 

oj the Britijh Commerce with the Baltic~ 

T HE exports of Great Britain to Ruffia, Swed:n, Denmark, and 
Norway, confifi of fome manufactures,. tobacco, tlr:' and lead. Her, 

imports are timber, iron, copper, hemp, flax, linen cloth, lmen yarn, leather, 
furs, and potaih. This trade ought to. be confidered in two lights; in 
refi)ec:t of the balance of the whole, which is paid in calli, and the ba-
1al{ce of the exchange of manufaCtures. It is very well known, that there 
is a large balance againfl: us 'in the Baltic trade; but that, although a very 
difadvantageous circumfiance, (for it is always beneficial to pay f0reigners 
with the labour of our poor, that is, with manufactures) is not the only: 
one to be confidered in forming an efiimation of a branch of commerce,;.. 
The only manufacture we import is linen cloth, the amount of which is, 
not comparable to the quantity of our own fabrics, which we export;. 
befides the tobacco, which is the fame thing, being purchafed in America 
with them. So far therefore this trade is advantageous. And as toOUl" 
other Baltic imports, they are all raw commodities, to be manufaCfiured 
here, or at Ieaft neceffaries; hem p, flax, iron,. copper, &c. are both; 
and timber is of great confequence to us in fparing the confumption of our 
own growth, which is much more valuable. And if it isconfidered, that 
the more 'timber we raife the lefs corn we {hall produce, it will not be 
found difadvantageous to import enough, for all common demands from 
other countries. All thefe imports, except linen cloth, (which, however, 
is a very pernicious one, and ought to be prohibited i.n favour of our
Scotch and Iri{h. fabrics of the fame kind) occafion a very confiderahle 
employment of our own people: ------ they are the fonndation of many 
very important manufactures; they are of very great confequence to the 
fitting out of our royal navy; and, lamy, are mofi of them necejJaries. 
Thefe benefits are high1] adequate to the evils of exporting our own coin 
and bullion. 

But here it may be faid, How are thefe remarks to be reconciled with 
my account of this trade elfewhere, in r~ference to our colonies? The 
cafe is very different. I am here flating the trade.as it is in itfelf· to in
tenve2.ve the intc'efl:s of our colonies would be to confound the 'fubject, 
:lnd ~n.ly to repeat what ~as been [aid before. This commerce being as 
benetlClal as 1 have fl:ated It above, is no proof that it would not be more 
b~nefi~ial to purchafe ~he fame commodities of our colonifis intirely with 
nJ.am~::l.\2urc~:" 1 hat IS too evident to require a rel1etition; it is impof-

fible 
5 
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fible to urge the propriety of fuch a meafure too firongly: gut asfuch 
points were before enlarged upon, I {hall take no further notice of them 
here; nor in any fucceeding branch of trade, where the fame obfervatiolls 
are equally applicable. 

In refpeB: to the amount of' Great Britain's importations from th~ 
Baltic, the following accounts ihew the fiate of the trade, according, to 
our commercial writers: 

Iron. 

Mr. PofHethwayte *" fays 23,000 tons; this, at 12 I. per 
ton, is 

Another t makes it 32,000 tons, which IS 

A third t, 20,000 tons, 
A fourth II, 17,000 tons from Sweden; and, as the Ruffia 

import is one-third §, the whole is better than 22,600 

tons, or 
A fifth ~ makes the Swediih import 25,000 tons; the third 

added, it is 33,3°0 tons, or 
General medium of thefe accounts is 27,500 tons, or 

Hemp and Flax. 

One account makes this import ** 
Another tt, 
A third tt, 
Medium, 

Timber. 

Mr. PofHethwayte §§ makes the import 

-

£. 27 6,000 

384,000 

27 I ,200 

399,600 

3 14,000 

300,000 

4 00,000 

500,000 

400,000 

200,000 

% Diflionary, Art. Naval Stores; in another place, Art. Iron, he makes it 350,000 I. 
t Preflnt State of Great Britain and North America, p. 126. 

t Reafons for encouraging the Importation of Iron from America, p. 1. 

II Avantages et Defavantages de fa France, et de fa G. Brdaglle, p. 134. 
§ Anderfon's Deduflion of Commerce, vol. ii. p. 35 8• 
~ Propo}itionsfor encouraging Mamgaflures, &c. p. 12Z, 

** Preflnt State, p. 9. 
ft Mufeum Rtijiicum, vol. i. p. 457-
U COil/eft in America, Pref. p. 34· 
§§ Di{lionary, Art. Naval Stores. 

Q.q q ~ A. 
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As to the other articles of the import, my authorities are filent. Thefe 
three amount to 914,000; according to which proportions the total muft 
be confiderably above a million. The amount of the exports to thefe 
countries they have attended as little to, but they will appear from the 
following fta~e of the balances; 

vVith Ruffia againfl: Great Britain *,by one account, 
Ditto, by another account t, -
Ditto, by a third t, 
Medium, 
vVith Sweden, by one account I" 
By ;mothe}: §, 

Nledium, 
Denmark and Norway '1.,',1", 

25°,000 
QOO,ooo 
---
225,000 

I50)000 

Total, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, 375,000 

Ditto, by another tt account, 390,000 

Medium, -_ 

Total balance againfl: Great Britain with the Baltic" 
-

[.256,950 
400,000 

4°°,000 

-~--

If we fuppofe (by thefe accounts) the imports to be I,OOO,OOO /. then 
the export of Britifh commodities amounts to Q66~000 tt. 

In 
'* Bulhing's Geography. t Mair's Haok-keeping, p. 233. 
t Anderfon's Commerce, vol. ii. p. 63. Appendix. 
U Gee's 'Trade and Navigation, p. 24. § Anderfon, ibid. ** Ibid. 
tt Mair, ibid. p. 233. , 
tt The .prodigiol,ls .in~reafe of our Baltic ~ade ,:,,!thin forty or fifty years will be feen by 

the follo~.lng fiate of lt In 1716. (See Boyer s Palttzeal State oj Great Britain, quoted by An~ 
fon, vol. ll. p. 272.) 

Imported into Great Britain, 1716,. 
From Denmark and Norway, 
From the Eaft Country, 
From Sweden, __ _ 
:From Ruffia, 

Exported from Great Britain 
To Denmark and Norway, _ ' 
To the Eaft Country, 
To Sweden, _ 
To Rufiia, 

Balance, 

£'73,896 
103,635 
136,959 
J97,27° 

60,3'7 
65,293 
24,101 

113,I54 

----
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In addition to thefe circumftances, it is neceffary to remark, that the 
chief navigation of this commerce is carried on by Daniih 'ihips, which 
will appear clear enough by the following table: 

In the year 1747 the Danifh ibips trading to Great Britalll 
amounted to 

Tonnage, 
Repeated voyages, ----
Tonnage of ditto, 
Total tonnage, -_ 

Thefe cannot well employ lefs than 5000 feamen. 
Swedifh fhips in the fame year, -
Repeated voyages, -
Tonnage of both, 
Ditto, of both Danifh and Swedifh, 
Total iliips, 

SEC T. II. 

J9~ 

32 , I 37 
144 

3 1,93 1 

* 64,068 

62 
8 

7,963 
72 ,03 1 

254: 

Of the Britijh Commerce witb Holland and German),. 

,..,.,"'J H E Dutch and German export confifts of every article of our pro
..1 duce and manufacture, befides our Indian and American imports. 

In return, we take of thofe countries, fpices, linen cloths, linen yarn, 
wines, kid-frins, whale-fins, battery, madder, toys, lace, &c. &c. I have 
turned over a confiderable number of books and tracts, and can find no 
accounts of the amount of the exports and imports of this trade. Madder 
is the only article I have met with particularized. 

One a:lI'erts the import to be t 
Another t, 
A third §, 

Medium, 

- £. 180,000 

300,000 
~00,000 

226,000 

Bufhing II makes the balance of trade againft Great Britain 750,000 I. a 
year, with only Germany and Flanders; but all accounts, except Mr. 

By the Eaft Country 1 fuppofe he means the north coafl: of Germany, but that trade now is 
gained by the others. Poftlethwayte makes the prefent balance (jntroduflion to Diffionary, p. 
2 I.) againft Britain to be J ,500,000 I. and yet, according to his own accounts, the imports 
cannot be above 1,000,000 I. What a contradiction! 

"" Poftlethwayte's Dic7ionary, Art. Navigation. 
t Miller's Method of culti·vating Madder, 4to. 
:t: Conjiderations Oll Bounties, 8vo. 1767, p. 62. 
§ An Account of the Ejfitls wbi(h havg refllitul jrQm the Society, Svo. p. 7, 
II SyJltm if Geography. 

Gee, 
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Gee'" agree t, that with Holland it is confiderably in her favour. One 
fuppo[es the. balance 1,400,0001. a year t. Balance in favour of Bri
tain on both, 650 ,000 /. 

The greatei1: objeCtion that is to he made to thefe .trad.es is, the import 
of linens. To confume a foreign manufacture, whIch IS the fame as the 
ftaples of two of our kingdoms, is very bad rolitics; fince. every .D?tch-

.. man or German that is employed in the makmg of thofe 11l1ens IS Juft a 
family loft to Scotland or Ireland. Some other manufactures are like
wife imported, which might undoubtecily be made at home, and the.reby 
yield employment to our own poor. But, upon the who~e, as thefe natlOns, 
efpecially the Dutch, take off a very confiderable quantity of our commo .. 
dities, the commerce is certainly very beneficial. 

SEC T. III. 

OJ tbe EritiJh Commerce 'Z.uith France. 

'·T HER E is no country in the world which yields ·more of the necef-
. faries, and even fuperfluities of life, than France: The productions 

of Spain would be more univerfal, if the induftry of the Spaniards was 
equal to that of the French; but 'the latter are fo well fitted to the taik of 
making the moft of every natural advantage, that there is no comparifon 
between the articles in which the two nations fLlpply their own confump
tion and the demand of foreigners. As France is poffeffed of fuch vaft 
advantages, it is eaGly fuppofed that few nations gain much by com
merce with her. In faa, ihe imports fcarce any manufacture of Great 
Britain: we are told, indeed, of a few flannels §, but the quantity is very 
[mall; our chief exports are tobacco, horn, p1ates, tin, lead; com in years 
of fcarcity; wool, coals, aHom: of thefe the wool is the chief. But, in 
return, we take of the Frencb, laces, lawns, brocades, velvets, :lllks, toys, 
and paper; and, befides thefe rnanufactures, large -quantities of wine, 
brandy, faIt, &c. A fing1e gl,~"nce of the eye is fufficient to difcover how 
great ~ lofer Britain muir be upon this commerce~ for {he imports a great 
quantltyof manufactures, a-iE; no ;"aw.commodities to work up herfelf; 
whereas France takes of her none of the former, but, in proportion, much 
of the latter. She had much better be paid in bullion than in unmanu-

... 'l1-a.le alld Navigation of Great Britain conjidtred, p. 27' 

t Mair, p. 233. Andcrion, vol. ii. Appendix, p. 68. 

t Importance of the Ofiend C:oll1pany conjidered, Svo. 1726• 
§ rvlair, p. 231. 

faCtured 
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faCtured :woo1, which is her principal import, notwithflanding it is a clan
defiine . one • 

. Mr. Burne, in his. very ingenious Political Effays ife, attempts to prove, 
that the high duties laid in England on French wines have been the refult 
of jealoufy and hatred, rather than true politics; and he grounds his opi
nion upon the increafe of vineyards in France. "Each new acre of vine-

,; yard," fays he, " planted in !<'rance, in order to fupply England with 
wine, would make it requifite for the French to take the produce of an 
Englifh acre fown in wheat or barley, in order to fubfifl: themieIves; and 
it is evident, that we have thereby got command of the better commo-" 
dity."-But, with fubmiffioll to fo fuperior a writer, a few circum fiances 
fuould. be remembered: Firft, our demand for wine would be perfectly 
regular, but theirs for coni' only accidenta:l, upon account of unufual 
fcarcity; and it would he only in fuch years thH we ihould pay for their 
wine with our corn; whereas we pay the Spaniards and Portugue[e regu
larly with either corn or manufactures, which makes a prodigious differ
ence. Indeed, it is an abfolute impoffibility, that any nation, except 
fuch a peculiar .one as the .put~h, .fhould r?ave a resular demand for com: 
Spain itfelf has not" nor even Naples. Secondly, a "kingdom that has' 
fo much uncultivated land as France, might greatly increafe her vineyards 
without decr,eafi~g her culture of corn. The edicts of the kings of 
France for prohibiting fn~fh vineyards, prove nothing to the contrary, 
as the corn trade till lately was under fo many refiriCtions in that king
dom, that, had there not been a vineyard in it, fuch ediCts, and many 
others of the fame nature, would have been publifhed. They all pro
ceeded from a juft notion of a want of corn, but were framed on very 
wrong principles. At prefcnt the exportation of corn is allowed duty
free, which has for thefe four years, and doubtlefs will continue to prove, 
that to poifefs a plenty of food nothing is neceifary but to have an open 
corn-trade :--while France pofieffes that, fhe may increa[e her vineyards 
more than to the amount of all the Britifh confumption, <end yet never 
take a fhip-load of corn from Britairl. The plan therefore laid down by 
the author would be very· £:11" from giving us a command of the French 
corn-trade. Thirdly, upon a fu.ppo.fition that. the French demand for corn 
increafed in proportion to our intport of "vines, yet it does not by any 
means follow, that we ihould be fecure of fupplying that demand. Bar
bary, Sicily, and Greece, forrnci:ly exported lar;;e quantities thither, and 
always rivalled us in [erving ;:1;.(:. French markeui i fo that granting the au
thor's fuppofitions, yet the deduCtions he mal::e~ from them appear to be 

'* Vol. i. p. 348. 8vo edit,; 
not 
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not well founded; for our import of wine wQuld be very certain and 
regular, but our export in return the very contrary: but with Spain 
and Portugal both are regular. 

National prejudice .and hatred ihould, never guide matters of commerce; 
hut if we confider that the great end of trade is the exportation of labour, 
or, in other words, the employment of our poor at t~e expence of 
foreigners, we ihall not have -any reafon to think our anceftors afted un
politically in laying fuch reftriftions on the trade to France, {ince all 
benefits of that nature l'efult fron1 it,not to us, bllt t,O our enemy:
to that nation who Mr. fI~me acknowledges to he our natural enemy. 

The following tables, will ihew the progrefs of our French commerce 
for this century pail:. It is with great pleafure that everyone muft refleO; 
upon the,advant~geous ch;mge that has been effected: 

1-
)mports from Fraf).ce 1663 . 

. ManufaCTures of velvets, fattins,filks, doth of gold alfd 
filver, 

Woollen cloths, 
Hats, 
Mercery ware, toys, &c. 
Paper, _. -
Ironmongers wan;, 

. Linen cloth, - -
Houfehold iluffs, 
Wines, -
Sundry liquors, 
Saffron and fruits, &c. 

Befides vail quantities of falt. 

The exports thither amounted to 

Balance in favour of France *, 

-

.-

C· 609,000 

-

~ 

~ 

150 ,000 -
120,000 

180,000 

1.o0,OqO 

40 ,000 

4°0,000 
100,000 

600,000 

roo,ooo 
'150 ,000 ------

~,_69Q,000 

-1,000,000 

--,- 1,69°,000 

'* There is great rea(on to believe this fl:ate a jufl: one, as it was taken from the French 
accounts. See England's Inter1i, byS. 'Fonrey, 8vQ, 1713, p. 17, -

Imports 
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-, Imports and exports I674 •.. ' 
Imports. 

Linen manufaCl::ures, 
Silk ditto, 
Wine, II,OOO tons, at I2/. rOSe 
~randy, 4000 tons, at 20 i. 
Paper, r60,000 reams, at 5 s. 
Prunes, :!kins, faIt, feathers, and rofin, 
Sundry fmall articles, --

---
--

--

, 
[,. 5°7,250 

300,000 

137,5°0 

80,000 

4 0 ,000 

31 ,4°0 

4 0 ,00() --
1,136,150 ---Befides toys, gloves, laces, and embroidered garments CLod beds. 

Woollen ma'nufaCl::ures, 
Silk ditto, 
Lead, tin, and allom, 
Sundry other articles, 

Exports. 

- -- -- -- -
£. 8r,728 

2,560 
56,400 

30 ,000 

17 I ,021 
Balance in favom; of France, befides the above-named articles, 965,129 

In 1700. 

Imports. 
-' Linens, 

Paper, -
Wine, 
Brandy, 
Kid {kins, 

Shillings, &c. included, IS 

Woollen manufaCl::ures, 
Lead,' 

Shillings,&c~ included, is 
Balance in favour of England, 

Exports. -
-

- -
- -

-
-
-. -

--
---
C· 41,451 

2,377 
17,229 
6,239 

577 --
--

'£.41,~51 
2!h939 --

.. Account drawn from the cu{l;om-houfe. See Letter tQ Ar. Jiqore, 8vo. 171-4. p.IS. 
t .Davenant's Amunt oj Trade, ivo. 1715, p. 18. 't' 

R r r I d~ 
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I do not infert this ~ccol!nt a~ of go()d, aut4ority, becaufe many cir
"Cumftances in it are fo" enormoufly different from the foregoing ones, 
and becau[c:; the author was employed by the miniftry purpofely to repre
fent the French trade in a favourable light; thirdly, becaufe a reprefent~
trOll (quoted by Davenant, but not invalidated) from the lords of trade 
and plantations to king William in 1697, ~ infified, that the balance was 
in' favour of France a million fterling; and party, I :£hould remark, had. 
no' intereft then t6 combat either way. 

-', (' ,\ ... ' 

I meet .with no accounts from that period till 1741,. when the follow
i!1g flight {ketch of our imports waS publifued : 

Cambrics, -- -
Paper, 
Wines, QOOO tons, at 4<tJI. -
ijrandy, 2000 to~s,. at 40 I. -

~ut a gre~~_v~riety of arti~l~s are omitted. 

£~" 200,000 
10,000 
80,000 

- 80,099' 

--

Ir~laqd at pref~nt imports French wines to the amount t of 150,000 l~, 
per J a{.I,!1: um. .,' r' . 

Alate author t tells us, the balanc_e. of Great Britain'"s trad'e with 
France is 500,000 I. a yearagainft-the former. \ 

S E C-"T~ IV .. 

Of· the Britifh Commerce with Portugal~· 

'7"(" H.E Portuguefe ... trade .is undoubtedly one of. t. he moil: valuable oar-
~l fled on by. thl_~ natIon,. for ,we export thIther vaft quan_titiesof 

manufactures, but receIve none III return, nor any commodities that inter
fere with the pro?uCts of thefe ifla?ds. This circumftance proves how' 
e~tremelybene£.cI~l the c?mmerce IS, .and ho.w ~ery careful we o~lght to' 
b~, to prevent foreIgn natlons fupplantmgus m It. I hint this becaufe' 
f~era!modern writers, and it is fuppofed with reafon, have infifted much 
o?;th~ progrefs made by the French in their POI:tug~e[e trade, for a few 

* All. Inquiry into the,Reve~ue, Credit, and Commirce, of France, p. 37. 
t E./foys on Hujbandry, p. 129. t Mazr, p. 232 • 

'" ""' years 
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years berorNheran war. As we havy fufferedJ"o exceedingl)riri our trade 
to Spain, by meanS of the fame rivaHhip, fuch a begin'ning fh6uld ocea
fion an attehtion in the government to remedy, if poffible, tEe threatel!ecl 
evil. It is remarkable that Ldrd Townfherid,during his eotnmand in Pdi-tu
gal irt the latl: war, obferved,'at feveral grand entertainments, ~rtd a. buH
fedt, that the nobility and gentry were ali 'drdfed. in Fredeh Cloth; and 
updIimentioning the circumib.nce politely ,to a fewoftheni, the reply 
was, "We are not rich enough to purchafe Engliili cloth :~th-e French 
make theirs exaClly to our taIte, ahd fell it much cheaper tha:n yours, 
which does rtotpleafe us fo well." It is irnpoffible to, keep a market that 
is ferved in fUch a manrier, and againft fuch iridtiItrious iivars~ As lOlig 
as it cOhtinues the politics of Britain to ouy that wine of foreigners whicli 
me might produce in her own colonies" it is very well judged to pur
chafe it of Portugal; but if the French fucceed in their deilgns, fo far as 
to occailon Britain's paying fof fuch wine with any thing but her own 
commodities, the import from Portugal ought to be burthened with as 
high duties as that from France'. 

As to the particulars of this trade, {hav~ turn:ed over a variety of our 
modern writers, abd find none: Mr. Poftlethwayte, with all the trtihutenefs. 
of two, vafl: foHos, and a long iirtitle on the fubject, affords rrie not a ilngle' 
Circumftance' woi'th tra.nfcriliin-g. Mr. Anderfon, in two more, yields as' 
little; nor have I feen aht other books ot traas that are mote fatisfac
tory. A moden'I French writer fays, "That Great Br~tain employs in 
her Portuguefe t'r'ade 1200 b.rge ihip's, but that is a pa:lpable exaggera--: 
tion: and that {he draws froni tliat kingdom a balance of 1,750,000 t. '* 
and this I hope is not one. 

Of the BritiJh Commerce with Spain. 

T HE commercial, writ,ers of th.is country for m~ny years fpoke in the 
" warmeft terms of our Spamfh trade, and WIth very great reafon j 
for till the recovery of France, under the regency of the duke of Or
lea~s, it was the moft advantageous branch poffefIed by Great Britain, 
taking off vaft quantities of her woollenmanufaaure and her corn, in 
return chiefly for illver: during which beneficial flate of affairs Spanifh . 
money was as common in Engla.nd as ever Portug~e~e has been; but by 
degrees the French, through theIr dextrous negoclatIOns, and by m~ani 

*' Les Intents d,la France mal entendus, tom. iii. p. 213. 

R r r ~ of 
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of having a prince of the houfe of Bourbon on the throne, of Spain, to
gether with the fuccefs their indufiry met with in rivalling the Engliih 
manufaCtures; altogether, were able nearly to beat us out of the Spa
nifh commerce, infomuch that it is quefiioned by fome, whether the 
balance with Spain is in our favour or not; but it is generally agreed that if 
'it is, the amount is very fmall *. The commodities we export to Spain 
are woollen goods, corn, rice, fifh, tin,. lead, leather, and iroD; wares; 
and receive in return, wines, oil, fruits, wool, indigo, cochineal, &c. 
Of thefe cochineal and wool are very advantageous articles, being of great 
importance to our manufaCtures; nor are any of the other articles to be 
complained of, while they are paid for with our commodities. I can meet: 
'with no particulars of this tr~de fo late as to be now of any authority. 

SEC T. VI. 

Of the Britijh Commerce with Italy. 

O UR Italian exports are chiefly woollen manufaCl:ures, leather, tinl) 
lead, filli, &c.; and we import filk, wine, oil, fruits, anchovies,. 

brimftone, gloves, toys, drugs, &c.;. As the manufaCtures we receive 
bear no proportion to thofe we fell, nor even to the unmanufaCtured com
modities we import; this trade is very beneficial,. notwithftanding the 
balance of it is, we are told, againft us t, even to the amount of 200,000 I.:j: 
a year. I can meet with no particulars that are worth inferting; [0 
flrangely deficient are our commercial writers! 

One author § fays" The import of £Ilk from ItaIy is I 00,000 l~ per 
annum; another n 200,000 I. j, a third near L,S00,000 I. ~ ; a fourth near
J d50 ,ooo l. ** In what manner is the truth to be acquired where the 
difference is [0 amazing ?: 

* Gee's Tracie and Navigation oj Great Britain canjidert.d; Pi t6. M'3ir, Pi 232 • 

t Mair, p. 2J2.' 

t Bu[ching's Geography. §, Heathcote's Letter, p. 59" 

1\ Pofilethwayte's DiElionary, Art. Silk. ~ Thoughts on the Times, &c. p. 7. 
'*~ Account of the J3.enejits of the .Society, p. 10. The two lafr fay, SEaiO' and, Italy;· but a" 

SpaIn fends us very httle, the chief muft be from Italy. . 
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SEC T. VII. 

Of the Britijh Commerce with the Levant. 

I N the opinion of our moft fenfible writers, this trade has for many 
years been on the decline, and entirely owing to the French manu

faCturers underfel1ing us; but it is at the fame time obfervable, that this 
opinion, though generally fuppofed to be well founded, has not been. 
proved by any authentic papers, even to that degree of proof of which 
commercial matters are fufceptible. However, the Britifh colonies have, 
in fome articles, rivalled the Turkey productions, and in others the 
French may have rivalled us; which, upon the whole, have doubtlefs 
funk the trade; but what remains of it is undoubtedly highly valu
able, which will appear clearly enough by the exports and imports: the
firfi are woollen ma,nufactures, tin, lead, iron, fugar, &c,; the latter,_ 
raw filk, yarn, dying fluffs, drugs, cotton, mohair, fruits, &c. Six: 
parts out of feven of thefe are materials of manufaCture; the importa
tion of them is confequently highly beneficial, and more efpecially as they 
are paid for with manufaCtures,_ or commodities that cannot be manu-
faCtured. 

The cafe of the French rivalling us in the Turkey trade wiII appear in 
a clearer manner from the following circumfiance3 than any general re
marks, and at the fame time difcover the occafion of the evil.--During: 
the mofi Hourifhing fiate of this commerce, it was chiefly carried on in a 
coarfer fort of cloths made altogether of Englifh wool, in which no other
nation could vie with this. But the French court, bent upon all the means: 
that could increafe the power and influence of that kingdom, had, during: 
a courfe of long profperity, afte~' the peace of the Pyrenees, turned its, 
views particularly to the Levant trade, which, under the wife adminifira.;.
tion of the great Colbert, was pur[ued with affiduity, and a vafi public 
expence; ~nd by the help of premiums, ~nd the encouragement of great 
conveniencles for the manufaCturers, bUllt by the government, and en
joyed by the others rent-free, the cloth manufactures of Languedoc
were by degrees brought to fuch pe.rfeCtion, t,hat a cloth, made .of two
thirds of Spanifh wool and one-thIrd of theIr own, was, and IS made~ 
and fells at as low a price in Turkey, as the Englifh can fell a coarfe 
cloth of 9/. or IO I. which is made of wool not worth above 9 d. per
pound; whereas the wool the French cloth is ma~e of, o~ ~~e lowefi me
dium mufi be worth at leafi 2 s. per pound, Thrs fupenonty of mate
rials, 'and a finer fpinning, makes a more lhewy cloth, which rnufi find' 

vent 
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vent in a warm climate, where a thin cloth is generally preferred, and for 
fame purpofes no other is u[ed.-The French like wife makes cll)ths all 
of Spaniili wool for Turkey, which though they fell che,aper than we can 
afford our [upernnes, yet it is not in the fame proportIon, for ours are 
better; but, the great demand does not coniift of thefe, thoug!l the Turks 
prefer u~em for their cheapnefs: for althoug~ there are Enghih fuperfin~ 
cloths made of a mixture of Spaniili and Enghili wool, yet, as the loweft 
forts of them come to at leaft J 41. the {hart cloth of .3 3 yards, this 
fort cannot ftand a competition with the French cloth, which is fold fa 
much cheaper. Thus the French, by this acquired advantage of Spaniih 
wool, have got the better of the natural one we had of working up the wool 
of our growth into cloth for Turkey, not by imitating our cloth, although 
for the introduction of theirs they borrowed our names, but by pro
ducing a new manufatl:ure, better fuited to that climate, they have given 
a new tafte to the people; which we muft comply with, or be content with 
the fhare we nOV',T enjoy of that trade (if even that can b~ preferved) under 
whatfoever regulations, or by whomfoever the trade may be carried on 
from hence. This mifchief was reprefented to our clothiers; but their 
attempts to make their cloth thinner, and their pretending to fell it 
cheaper, have all ended in making it worfe in quality; fo that thofe who 
ufed to deal in it abroad are afraid to meddle with it; whereas thG 
Languedoc manufactures are under a public infpeCtion, whereby the qua
lity is afcertained, and the buyers truft to the faith of the public feal or 
ftandard, rather than to their own judgment. Another reafon of the in
creafe of the French trade to Turkey is their carrying thither indigo and 
coffee in great quantities, which we have not, and likewife fugar, which 
they fell much cheaper than we can, whether we iliould fend that of our 
own plantations from hence, or that of the Brazils from Lillian *. 

About the year 1720, our import of raw iilk from Turkey amounted to 
near 400,000 lb. per annum, but of late years has feldom arofe above 
I80,000 lb. t Perhaps this proportion may fhew the decline of the trade 
in general. 

A modern foreign writer :1= makes the balance in favour of Great Bri
ta~n 600,00.0 1. a year, but ~hat is generally fuppofed an exaggeration. 
HIS authonty was only a pnvate merchant's opinion. Gee §, for what 
reafon I know not, is filent on this head, but he [eemed better pleafed 
with expatiating on a wrong balance than a good one. 

'* ReaJolls agqinjl the Bill for enlarging and regulating the Trade to the Levant Sea!. folio 
p. 3· ~ ~ 

t PofiIethwayte's Diaianary, Art, Levant and Turkey Trade. 
,t Bll[ching '1 Geo~raphy. § Trade and Navigation, &c. p. 13. 
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SEC T. VIII. 

Of the Coqfling Trade oj Great B'1ita£n. 

T:i . H E R~ i.s no country in the univerfe fo well calc.ulated. by'n~tur.e: 
• foreuJoymg a great trade, exclufive of all connec\:rons wIth neIgh.;.. 

bpurs, as.; thefe iflands: For induftry, aCtuating almoft all their inha
bitants, ,I and the; products of each not being alike, gives rife. to a prodi
gibu8,interoollrfe. The:fame circumftance is enjoyed by fome other coun ... 
tries~but the want of theinfular fituation takes from it three-fourths ofits.' 
value.' Thi&dominionconfifting of two ifiands, and one of themftretch
ingout fucch aJength ofcoaft~ occafions the greateft eafe in conveying the. 
produCts of the moil internaLparts to the fea-coaft, which neceffarily gives; 
rife to a very conflderable quantity of !hipping; Infomuch that the coaft ... -
jng trade of thefe iflands is greater than all the commerce, foreign and 
domeftic,carried on by any natiaa in the world, Holland and France alone: 
excepted. The truth of this fact cannot .well be doubted; and a very 
remarkable one it is. 

All paIits of thefe ifiands are by no means equally,· cultivated, fome 
abound greatly with manufaCtures and grafs, confequently have a great 
demand f<M' coru; which we Rnd is regularly ,the cafe, the eaftern parts of 
England, generally fending large quantities to the weft; befides which,. 
the trade in this commodity from port to port is prodigious: what a num
ber of !hips does malt alone employ! The manufacturing parts of the 
kingdom :workup a prodigious quantity of raw materials, which are pro
duced • at a great .diftance, from them, wool for inftance, which is a vert 
blllkr commodity. The tranfportation of beer and cyder from port to· 
port is very great. The manufaCtures of Scotland and Ireland are all 
brought to London and other ports by iliipping, as are. the commodities, 
of· thofe kingdoms. 

The falttrad'e is perhaps more confiderable than any of thefe; for the~ 
faIt ports being fituated chiefly on the northern coafts· of England, the' 
fuipping that is employed in difperfing it to all the others in the two! 
illands is great. I 

But coals form the grand article of the 'coafting. trade' of Britain, arid 
employ an incredible number of :Chips. All the fouthern. parts of Eng~ 
land, cQmprehendingnear three-fourths 'of the kingdo~, h~ve no ~oals;; 
much the·largeft part of Scotland, and. all Ireland,: are likewlfe defhtute ;, 

and,; 
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and a.s the confumption of wood in feveral of our manufaClures, particu ... 
larly that of iron, is prodigious, and fo great in 2.11 other refpects as to 
render it exceffively dear in every part of the kingdom~ the confumption 
of coals is increafing every day at a vafl: rate. Many pariules, even in 
the fouthern part of England, have lately found, their poor in coals, in
ftead of wood; which {hews an immenfe extenfion of their ufc: fince the 
farmers, and others who act as overfeers, moft undoubtedly find them cheap
er, and ufe them in their own hou[es. The accounts of merchants and 
inland traders are conflfient with this; for all agree, that the trade has been 
confiantlyon the increafe as long as they can remember. Inland navi
gations are extended every feilion of parliament, and confequently coals 
find their way into parts of the kingdom, where they formerly were either 
very dear, or not ufed at all. In whatever light the coal trade is viewed, 
it will be found, from every cir~umfiance, to have increafed prodigioufly, 
and certainly does increafe every year that paff'es. 

Soon after the refl:oration, the {hipping-trading for coals to Newcaftle 
alone amounted to 80,000 tons"*; which, at a medium of ISO tons, 
make 53 3 fail. 

In 1728 there arrived upwards of 6,800 coafl:ers at London alone t. 
About the year 1750, the coal trade alone employed 1,500 fail of 

£hips, from 100 to 200 tons; and it was calculated, that the whole coaft· 
iog trade of the kingdom employed 100)000 feamen:j:. 

Another writer II calculates the coal trade of Newcafile to employ 1000 
iliips, and 10,000 feamen and bargemen; and the number confl:antly 
under ground digging them to be 30,000. According to this account, the 
total is probably more than 1500 fail. 

Befides thefe trades, that from Britain to Ireland in fundry other com
modities is vafily great, which will eafily be believed from the following 
table of the exports thither above thirty years ago; and, if the increafe of 
wealth in that ifland fince be confidered, the increafe of thefe exports may 
eafily be imagined. 

,. Sir .Willj~m Petty's Political Arithmetic, 8v~, 1755, p. 170. 
t Maitland s Riflory of London, folio, vol. ii. 
t Avantages & DefCivantages, &c. p. 138 • 

. U .Pofrlethi,ayte's Ditl. ~rt. Mid~lefex. But. all tha.t iii quoted from this prince of pla-
1S1~n(ls (who.e ~reat .work ~s a ~olltlnual quotatIOn, Without the acknowledgment of a line) 
IS Ill~properly fbled, In c~Ilmg It extracts from a writer; for who is the real author I know 
npt In all cafes~ though 10 many I have refiored much to the right authors •. 

Denomi-
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Dcnaminations • 
Ale and beer, 
Apples, 
Bark, 
. Battery, 
Card's for wool, 
Cheefe, 
Coaches, 
Coals, 
Cordage, 
Corn,-Wheat, 

Barley and malt, 
Flour, 

Earthen ware, 
Fans, 
Flax, 
Glafs,-Bottles, 

Cafes, 
Drinking, 
Phials, 
Rheniih web, 
Wares, 

Gloves, 
Gunpowder, 
Hats, 
Hemp, 
Hempfeed, 
Herrings, 
Hops, 
Horfes, 
Inkle, 

... 

Iron,-U nwrought, 
Knives, 
Pots, 
Sciffars, 

-

Scythes, . I"" 

Small parcels, 
Hardware, . 

- - f.. 54,138 
25,633 
20,328 

-

.. 

--

5,,252 

1,942 

846 
359 
'3 IS 

1,919 

-
... 

-

4 2 ,610 . 

Carried over, 
S f f 

S,II9 
2SS 
192 

1,967 
697 

3,135 --
53~97S 

497 

Value. 
£. 716 

156 
18,415 

697 
436 
900 

786 
- 41,ns 

29 

100,099 
4,778 

742 
3,49 1 

10,636 
84-

2,302 

- 396 
11,987 

27 
!h294 

46,995 
- 4,000 

I,!J57 
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Dmominatio1ls. 
Brought over, 

» Ore, 
Needles, 

" Wire, 

,Lace, 
Lamp-black, 
Liquorifh, -
Linen,-Britifh, 
, Calicoes, 

--

Cam brick, 
Hollands, -
Kenting, 

Lawns, 
,- Millinery ware, 

Linfeed, '-
Madder, 
Oil, 
Paper) ~Brown, 

Cap, 
Printing, 
Writing., 

Saffron, - -c. 
Salt, 
Seeds for gaf'dens, 
Silk mamlfaCl:ures-,*, 
Skins of fheep, , -
Soap, 
Sugar*, -
Cyder, 
Tin, bra[s, &c. &c.--,.Pewter, 

Toys, 

I Copper", 
Lead ')~, 

~. Thimbles, 
T Brafs wire, 
,- Latin ·ditto, 

.. -

Thread, gold, filveri whited, &c. 

-, -
... 

.... 

53,9'75 
1, 187 

574 
2,140 

£-. 197 
- .. 673 

17,933 
867 
194 

'2,59 1 

5, 129 

1,22 

8 

688' 
3,096 
1,449 
-65 

33 
1,&77 ' 

-

.' ESB A Y .VI. 

Value. 

57,876 
7,72 2 

187 
- ,f <).57 

27,591 

'14,59 2 

3,LP 
2,°97 

- t' 4,842 

- - 1566 
25,433 
,2,935 
3Q,74° 

277 
628 

, 6,521 

h9 21 

7,208 
2,43 2 

... 6,9 68 
Dmomi-
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Denomination! . 
Tile, 
U pholfrery ware, 
Woad, 
Woollen goods,-Fuftians", 

Drapery, 
Worfled, 
Yarn, 

W ood,-Staves, 
Balks, 
Clap-boards, . 
Clap-bolt, 
Deals, , 
Hoops; 
Plank, 
Timber, 
Woodenware, 

Total, including :Chillings, &c; t 

... 

.. 

.' 

C· 2,874 
13,692 

74 
207 

4,8I2 
4,959 

4 1 9 
63 I 

13,70 3 
. 3,089 
1,125 

4,I50 
1,146 

499' 

Value. 
£. 205 

7°° 
37 

16,857 

Exclufive of the materzals of the articles marked *; which, if we confi
der the value of, particularly, filk,. and the vaft difproportion between the 
refining ana the value of fugar, will, doubtlefs, raife this fum to above 
600,000 I.; to which muO: be added:, all the various articles which Ire
land can neither raife nor manufaCture, or is not included, fuch as fpices, 
coffee, c0chineal, cotton, indigQ,ginger; pimento, Ium,brandy, wine, 
fruits, marble, tobacco, rice, and a variety of other 'articles ; French cla
ret alone is 150,000 l. t fo that~ exolufive of fuch a multitude of partiCll" 
la.rs, here is 750,000 I.; the total muft·b~ confiderablyabove a million 
fierling. 

We are told by a modern writer II, that Great Britain receivescommo
dities from Ireland to the amount of above 490,000 I. The balance muft 
be at leaf!: 260,000/. 

Now, if we confider what a confiderable part of this commerce is· car- ' 
ried on by Britifh and Irifh coafiers, we {hall readily allow, thatthenum
ber of :Chips and feamen employed by it ,muft be very great. 

t Dublin Society's /Feek1y Obfervations, 1756, Glafgow Edit. 12mo. p. I I. 

t EJ!ays on Hujbandry, p. 129' II Mair, p. 234· 
Sff~ H 
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If the coal trade, as the authors above-cited aifert, alone employed 1500 

fail of fhips feveral years ago, the number is certainly much greater_ now; 
coals and faIt cannot now employ lefs than 2000; and Ireland, corn~' malt, 
liquors,wool, manufactures, &c. &c. &c. in all probability add a third of 
that number to it, which will make the total 3000 fail. But I cannot conceive 
it poffible, that this number can employ 100,000 feamen; fuppofing the 
medium to be 10 men, the number will be but 30,000: but thefe are 
only conjectures. Bargemen, &c. &c. employed in confequence, would 
certainly run up the number greatly. If 150 tons be the medium bur
den of our coafiers, the total tonnage is 450,000. 

There is a peculiar value in fuch a branch of cO,mmerce as thi&, which: 
depends not upon a foreign demand, -in which there is no fear of 
competition; - and which, in [pite of the woril: events commonly 
feared in the commercial world, mua remain a vafi nur[ery of [eamen, 
and occafion a prodigious confumptiofi of thofe articles which it is advan
tageous to the fiate to confume. Political writers therefore do not by any 
means confider the fubje4 of commerce in a proper light, when they 
reprefent it as totally depending on foreign demand, fince this fingle in
fiance is proof enough, that a very confiderable trade may be carried on. 
without the leafi dependence upon foreigners .. 

SEC· T. IX. 

Of the Inland- Commerce of Great Britain.. 

I T is very common to meet with very great panegyrics upon the vari
ous great rivers. in the world, upon account of the breadth, and depth, 

and length, by means of which fuch a v'aft commerceinay be carried on. 
Thus we re~d much in foreign writers of the Danube, the vVolga, the 
Elb.e the Rhme, the Rhone, the Seine, the Soane, and many others, 
wh~ch are ranked among the chief rivers. of Europe, and by means of 
whIch much commerce is carried on. But if we come to throw an eye 
over a map o~ the countries through which thefe rivers flow, we fha~r 
find that the .difiance between navigable river and navigable river is very 
great, and wIll bear no comparifon with the inland navigation of Eng
land: For although fome few of the great German rivers may be almofl 
as near each other as the Thames, the Severn, and the Trent, yet be
tween .the former there are non~, but with thelatter the cafe is very dif
ferent, every ftream almoft bemg made navigable at a vail: expence, 

infomuch 
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infomuch that fcaree an hundred in the kingdom exifts that does not enjoy 
the bep.efit of inland navigation., 

s ~. G T. X. 

OJ the Britijh Commerce with the Plant'ations~ 

HAVING treated of this fubject fo fully in the laO: EiTay, there: 
. remains little more t\> add in this place than to draw into a general 

view the outlines of that vaft branch of the trade of Great Britain, that. 
a. complete idea may be formed of the whole. But as the fubject was 
then treated exprefSly in relation to the total benefit Britain received by 
means of her colonies, and examined through the medium of their pro
ductions, not the direfl trade between each, it is here neceiTary to add 
a few remarks upon the latter. 

The total exports of Great Britain to' all her colonies in com-
modities, manufactures, and negroes, appeared'to be £. 3,57 I ,36 r 

'rhe imports *,. ~,9oo,5'27 

Balance,. 

This ftate of the Ameri'can commerce, like all the others before 
given, tends to prove, in the cleareft manner, the vaft importance of it. 
The exportation of above three millions and an half, the greateft part 
of which is manufactures, is of prodigious confequence; and the balance 
is no trifling affiIl:ance towards paying the numerous balances which are 
againft Great Britain. 

This nobIe branch of commerce was found to employ 130 ,000 tons of 
fhipping, or 433 fail, at an average of 300 tons, and I~h300 feamen. 

It is very worthy of remark, what a prodigious trade Britain poiTeiTes" 
which is totally independent of foreign nations. Her coafting and plan
tation trades· cannot amount to lefs (according to the authorities before ... · 
quoted) than 580,000 tons of :£hipping, confiftinp o~ above 3400 fail, 
and employing. near 50,000 feamen. No other natton III the world pof
felIes a commerce half fo extenfive, that is a quarter fo fecure. 

This is the proper place to introduce fome account .. of the Hndfon's 
Bay trade; but it is really an affront to the underfiandmg of the reader: 

It CommmiaiPrinciplei,"p 27 •. Pre/int State of Great Britain and North America, p. 280. 
. til 
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to attempt an elucidation of fo frivolous a commerce. Numerous are 
the fingle merchants that carryon twice the trade of this company, and 
export twenty times the Britifh manufaCtures *. All the reafons that 
have been given for a continuation of this illegal, unneceifary, .and even 
pernicious monopoly, are founded in private interefis, falfified faCts, and 
ill-founded fuppofitions. There is not a pretence of a want of this com
pany now the French are driven ·out of Canada, and therefore it is much 
to be hoped that this paltry and ill-judged combination, to limit the con
fumption of our manufaCtures for the interefr of a few private traders, 
whofe conduCt, in the chief bufinefs for which they were infiituted, the 
difcovery of a north-weft paifage, has been fo highly reprehenfible. 
To enlarge upon fuch a trade, except in arraigning the wretched conduct 
of it, would be tedious and difgufting. 

SEC T. XI. 

OJ the Britij'h li"'ijheries. 

T.· HE great end of commerce being the employment of the poor in 
- all countries, and the fupport of naval power, (peculiarly in Bri

tain) whatever trades beft anfwer thefe purpofes are the moft beneficial. 
The fiihing trade is of incomparable value in both refpeCts; occafioning 
a vaft confumption of our manufaCtures, and employing great numbers 
of feamen. The three grand fifheries are, 

I. The Newfoundland. 
2. The herring. 
3. The whale. 

I have met with no writer that has difputed the immenfe importance of 
the Newfoundland fifhery; but the accounts of its pre[ent fiate and 
am~:mnt are ~xtremely various, which is in a good meafure owing to many 
WrIters finkmg the value of it for party purpo[es, in comparifon with 
the Fre?ch fiibery j and others, on the contrary, magnifying it with the 
fame VIews. I ihall purfue the method I have hitherto followed, and 
attempt gaining the truth by feeking the medium of the different accounts. 

A modern writer t fays, the wholeBritiih commerce to America car
ried on by our o'"Z.vn ihips, employs 1200 fail, and 20,000 feamen'; but 

* Their whole exportation is about 4,000/. a year. See Anderfon, vol. ii. p. 367' 

t Anderfon's Deduflion a/Commerce, Introd. vol. ii. p. f7. 
2 he 
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he does not fpecify particulars: Now as we have found the fiaple trades, 
or the whole, exclufive of the fifhery, to-amount to 433 fail, and 12t300 
fai lo-rs , by this account the Britifh. fifh.ery employs 767 fh.ips, and 7,]00 
men . 

. ,The, aocounts given by Pofilethwayte t include the fifh.ery of the 
colonies, and confequently are, in ref pea of direEt authority, ufelefs. 
Other writers t fall into the fune error, but fomething may pofllbly 
be gained from them by a clofe examination. They firft give the!ub
fiance of a petition pre[entecl to the government by the Britiih merchants 
in, ,the .year 1763, which [ets forth that there are employed in thefe fifh.eries 
1,5°0 fifh.ing boats, IS0 banking vefrels of the larger fize, and 300 fail 
of merchantmen employed in carrying the fifh and oil to market: That 
the feveral branches ccilleaivelyclid not employ lefs than 20,000 people: 
That the trade bred 5,5°0 frefh. feamen annually. And in another place 
he fays the trade increafed the national ftock of Britain 350,000 I.: Arid 
that a ve£fel of IS0 tons will catch and bring to the Spanifh and Portuguefe 

. markets, &c. 3,000 I. worth of fifh.. 

Another writer § informs us, that a fchooner of from 50 to 70 tons 
will ca~ch 8so quintals offifh.. ~The price- 12S. a quintal upon the'coafts, 
merchantable fifh.; 8 s. Jamaica fifh., and 5 s. _ 6 d. _ refufe fifh. Freight 
to, the Streights 2 s. 6 d. ) The quantity taken by boats and {haIlops un
certain.But another writer II fays, 300 quintals each fhallop; and I :fhall 
fuppofe,200 each boat. By another account o~ I find the proportion of 
merchantable fi:fh to Weft India, or refuie, is three to two; I {hall there
fore call the mean price of the latter 6 s. 9 d. and the proportion of quan
tity will make the mean price of the whole 9 s. 10 d. per quintal. 

Fr,om thefe data we may draw the fo-llowing conclufions :-The I,500 
boats, comprehended under that one denomination, I take to confift of 
fchooners, fhallops, and boats; and as thefetake 85°,300, and =-00 quin
tals, the medium is 450 ; which, at 9 s. lod. amounts to 220/. and the 
1,500 to 330,000 I. -The IS0 banking veffels, 1 apprehend to be £hips. 

t Din. art. Britijh America and Newfoundland. 
:\: Heathcote's Letter, .p. 28. Alhley's Memoirs and ConJiderations, p. 18, 19· Account of 

the European Settlements, vol. ii. p. 28 I. 
§ See fome very intelligent anfwers to ~eries concerning Nova Scotia, Imp. Mag. vol. i .. 

P·592 • 

n Sir William Pepperel's Journal 0/ the Siege of Louijburg • 

.. 'Three DiJfertations on a Union, &c. p. 36. 
of 



POL I TIC ALE S SAY S. ESSAY VI. 

of 150 tons above mentioned, from England, New England, &c. thefe 
catch as much as they fell in Europe for 3,000 I. but then the freight, or 
2 s. 6 d. per quintal, is to be deduB:ed -h that is, we {hall fay, a fourth'; 
the r~mainder 2,250 I.; the ISO fail therefore 337,5001. 

The total £libery 

The veffels of ISO tons carry each 20 men t, the iballops, &c. I5~, 
the boats fix §. The number employed by the firfi is therefore 3,000; 

and taking the medium of the latter, or 10, and the number is 15,000: 

total 18,000, befides the crews of the £hips that only carry the £lib. 
This agrees pretty well with the above computation of 20,000. 

A modern II wdter tells us, that the New England £lfhery amounts to 
255,000 l. and that it is equal to the Britifh one: According to this ac
count the latter is fomething better than i- of the whole. 

, 

Value of the £lib caught and fold by Britain 
Freight of ditto, .;-

Total, 

£. 255,000 
63,000 

318,000 

This agrees with feveral other computations, that make it 300,000 l. 

Ships of 150 tons, 
.8uppofe there are 300 fail of carriers, Britain's fhare is 

57 

Total £hips, 17 1 

Seamen, 

This number of men likewife agrees pretty well with various accounts. 

t HanwaY'J Lett. on0lmp. of the Rif Gen. vol. ii. p.26.0. 

t Pofilethwayte'; Dill. Art. Britijh America.. 

~ Sir William Pepperel. 

§ Afhley's Memoirs (wd Conjidera/ions, p. 17, &c. 

I Prifent Stall, p. 327. 

The 
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The Herring FiJherJ'. 

The herring filcals being one of the greateR curiofities in nature~ I 
/hall begin this fketch with an account of their progrefs, as given by a 
modern author. 

The Sbetlanders know their approach by feveral tokens in their air an.d 
water: when they appear it is an in.crediblefhoal coming from the north; 
the {pedes is fo well known as to need no defcription. From whence they 
come, and where they may be faid to breed and increafe, we know little 
of. That they are innumerable in quantity is matter of fact: Nor do 
they, as we can perceive, return from whence they came to breed a far ... 
ther fupply for the next feafon; on the contrary, they come from home, 
wherever that may be, big with young, [welling with their prolific 
fpawn, in which every fifu is faid to produce 10,000 others; and thi. 
fpawn they caft in thefe feas, for they come to us full, and are fuot ... 
ten long before they go from us. They come, as it may be {aid, 'On 
the breadth of the fea; and the bulk of the £hoal, take it in the grofs, i& 
probably greater than the whole land of Great Britain and Ireland. They 
are, doubtle[s, greatly firaitened when they come (')uthward, by being 
()bliged to pars between the fhor~s of Greenland and the North Cape; 
which, to fuch immenfe {warms muft be called a frrait, though on the 
furface of the globe it be no lefs than 200 leagues in breadth. 

When their furprifiag body meets with an interruption from the fitua
tionof the iiland of Great Britain, it divides them into two parts; whe
ther equal, or how near [0, is not to be determined. One part of them 
fieer fomething weil, Ol" fouth-weft, and leaving the Wands of Orkney 
and Shetland to the left, pars on towards Ireland. There meeting a 
fecond in.terruption from the fituation of that ifland, they divide them ... 
felvesagain j one part keeping to the coafis of Britain, pafs a\vay fouth, 
down taat which we call St. George's. or the Iriili Channel; and fo com
ing on between England and Ireland, they enter the Severn fea, where 
they meet with their fpedes again. The other part edging off, for want 
of room, to the weft and fouth-welt, as before, go along the Hibernian 
ocean, and frill keeping on the coail, make .about to the fouth {hore of 
Ireland; and then fteering fouth-eafi, meet with their fpecies again, who 
come down the Iriih Channel .. 

The other part of the firft divifion muue in the north, parting a little. 
to the eaft and fouth-eaft, come down into the German ocean; and keep-

T t t in~ 



ing Hill clofe to the coafi of Britain, they pafs by Shet1a~d, and then make 
the point of Buchenefs and the_ ~~aft of. ~be;~~e?; fillmg, as they pafs, 
all the bays, firths, rivers,e:nd- cree~.s wlill· tnei-r mnumerable multltud~s, 
as if direCted by _Heaven on purpofe to prefent themfelves for the rel~ef 
and emJMoin~ent· oftb&'p'oor,' and the bene,fit of !m£1c, Be~ceUiey 
com~ 1w-a'Y fot1th~ ..tJy-t)unbar, and" mundi,ng the hi.gh {hores ,?:6iSt. Jo1>~: 
and Benvick, are feen again off Scarborough, and not before ;.-aru:hnot 
in bulk, until they com.e to Yarmouth Roads in Engla~d, . ~nd.then£~_ to 
the mouth of the Tham'e~~ tfrom whe-nce flaffin:g .tile BP.l.tl1h .. Cha~nel, 
they are ieen n-c -more. We d?menex~ to the .. fi{hip~ -for. t~ein' by,. t~~ 
feveral nations of Europe,' .from Wh,H:h .. fo great a -proM; l~ trade-IsJ 

mired, navigation fo much improve~l,.i.feamen nurfed ,and hrei:lu,.p,.andJ 
fo many thoufartds, we may faJ fii+Ur6ns, perhaps of hands; employed) 
and maintained both on fea and on iliore. . 

: Before·thela te . efiablifumen t of the foci.ety of the Free Brit:Hh Fi!hery~r 
theJ?utch :gave them -the firft [alute '; who we~e generallJready loff Shet-I 
land, at the firft appearance oftheFifu; withabGve 1500 fail 'of'buJfes.;£ 
and (preacling <heir nets ihfhe' fairway, !is th~y call it; bf the; filh, th'ey 
are not' longa 'loading; aU ,vhdr veifels 7. wRIGh,~heft.abhej they mak..e 
-home .to clii"e, • repa:ck, and: prepare them' for th¢ markets, 'which is chiefly,' 
at Da;ntzi<:k a·.id th~Eail"Cduntry .. 

The herrings n~t miffi~g the ·c~rH~a-ra.tive few ofthei~ fpecies, which; 
are there taken, make on their w'ay~fdr4hefhores Of ScetlandiandfJ!F€ad": 
ing themfelves, upon the fa,nds and :!hoals in every creek, harbour, or 
bay, as it ""ere offeringthemfelv-es t() the ~cots' rfets~ as \vell,for~.food of 
the'poor as for tI1e'<!13minerce df: themerchartt-s't:her-e :NoF'eid~tne :.scOtS-; 
before%.e late eftablifued- 'fifuerK;s~ iH~gleatb take,vi!ry·gteat quaJ)titie&,. 
whicllthey alfo cmed, pickle~ HP,' arid ·fent to the fame markets· as the 
Dutch Vand,confidering thC";Dutch carryall their fifh "horne, repack, 
pickle, =aJria -relade them on O-I'aer !hips, the S~ots are f:requently at m-arket 
before ili~ Dutch, and [ell for 'asgood a price. After the Scots.on the
north-fide of the Tay have thus fiilied, the Dunbar.fiihing-boats, -and the' 
Fifemen fa.ll in among the her~ii1Ks,. llFld they likewife take a' c(mfide:t- i 
able quantity, as well fOf carrymg up the land f~r the,ufe·df,the,couhfry,' 
to Edmburgh and other populous places, as for curingafter1the Yarmouth' 
ma,nner, and making Wftat we -<:a'U red herring-so' From -hence the fuoal 
of fifrr keeping in deeper water; a·~ fC<M"ce [een° any IDGre, except, asob
ferved~ a httle off Scarborough, until they come- to Yarmouth; where,) 
fpread~ng theI?~elves upor: ~he fands in queft of their food, ;hey are again 
taken In prodlglOUS quantitIes by the EngEih, the Dutch, and the Fren<?h: 

For 
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For as th'e Yarntouth and Leoftoff men take and cure 50,000 barr'els of 
red herrings in a year, fo they -con[ume an incre'dible numbei' in' the 
town of Y armouth, Jh~ ,city of Norwich, and all the adjacent towns of 
thofe _ populous co.tintries of Norfolk. and Suffolk, as 'well as in Ed"ex, 
Cambridgeiliire,,' &c. 

:. While' tb;ey ar.e ,filbing of theJU:hs:~e., "other, b;anch~~.~f that ihoal pufh 
tllemfelves for~ard to the mouth. of ,thi Thames, whet.ec the 'fiiliing:'" 
(macks of Loridon, Folkfione,Dovei, ,Sal7-dwich, and all .that waft; take 
alfo innumerable.qtL1ntitiesfor.LondoJ:l. markets, and for aU the popuIous 
towns QQ the river ,Thames, and tiear the fea-,cc;)af\: 'of Kent and Suffex, 
All _this" while the Dutch .:fitting ont their buffes again, lie' on the b'acl~ 
of Yal;.mouth fand,s; as do. Ekewife the French. Flemings, Fluiliingers, 
~re.tneners, ~nd.Hamburghers. Lafil~, they come into the narrow feas) 
:Where the Frert~h on one fide, and our- weft-country fifhermen on. the 
other,meet them again; and by ihis time they cafttheir rows and be-
come iliotten; after which theydifappear iriihefe parts. '.;' 

" 0Ilt the fide ~£ N{)rth. BritaiR .they fare no better; the merchants of 
.¢lafgow, Aire, Dumfries", and. on the· coaft of Galloway, are engaged 
'tPore or lefs in the herring fiilieries: And merchants, of Londonderry, 
QarliBgford, Belfaft, Carrickfergus, and Dublin, meet them on that 
fide; and, beginning upon them at the Lewes and wefiern Wands, give 
them no reft; until having run the gauntlet, as we may fay, through 
the Iriili shanne1, they~ come out into the Severn [ea, where again they 
~re attacked by -the Englifu merchants of Devoniliire, from Minehead to 
13arnftaple ind- Biddeford, an~ Io on wefiward to towns on the north
fuore of Corn;.waH; wh~re~mally thoufands of tons are catched and cured 
for trade, and many £hips loaded off with them -for Spain and the Medi
terranea:o,- ~QifIdes. fl.fl.incre;dible number con[umed by the people on ihore) : 
The melf~hant~ 9£ Fe~~)foke,. Swanfea, and all the coafis of SQut~,\Vales2 
f}om Milford-Haven.. to the mouth of Brinol river, .above King-Road, 
d,oi-ng,the .f;gne ~ Mterwhich, h~ing ,frrotten, th~i fwim wefiward into 
deep watei.-~, to -their own·fpecies, and are feen no more. Thus ,ve have 
~rought t~e;if pili round the. ~fland~' ~fferil1g ,thernfe.h.~s. ind,ifFerently, ~s 
they P..afs§ tg;,t4e hets, of'~~ll the .. n~lghbounng:natlOnSLj Vi~,'l .f~r their 
p~n fop4; . ana for (:r\e<to o~her.~ol+,ntf'l<:~,.:wh~re, the {boal ~s not corrore, 
'ii'K£ an inexpr~ffible number. . V/hither they go afterwards IS uncertam. 
As to the fug,gefii4tn ;:that. th-e- quantity, is. by this time ex~aufied} the con
trary is fo evident, from th~.llli,g~ty;fboalqwpich ~re [eep. in tIle Sever~l 
I~; and on the weft and f01lth coafts of England anJJ Ireland at then' 
, . ,- . T t t 2 parting, 
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parting, that it rather feems the number taken bears b\1t a very fmall 
proportion to the whole that might be. 

It is alfo certain, that there :!hoals of herrings are purfued and devourecl 
in great quantities by the more ravenous and larger fifh.; fuch as the 
porpoife, dog-fiili, fin-filli, and the divers forts of feamollfters with which 
thefe northern {eas abound. It is likewife, t.rue, that the herrings are 
found again upon the {hores of North America, though not in fuch q~an
titjes as here; nor are they feen farther fouth, even ill that country,. 
than the rivers of Carolina: Whether thefe may be part 0f that mighty 
fuoal, which at their firft coming by the coaft of Greentand might, in
ftead of coming to the fouth-eaftward with the reft, keep to the coafisof 
America on the north-weft fide, or whether thefe may be the remainder 
of them that pars our channels, is very uncertain; but we know that 
they are not feen in quantities in any of the fouthern kingdoms, as Spain, 
Portugal, or the follth parts of France, on' the fide of the ocean t or in the.. 
Mediterranean, 'Or, the coaft of Africa * ~ 

It IS afioniihing that fuch immenfe trea[ures ihould annually viiit the 
toafls of thefe kingdoms, and the greateft profit of them be reaped by fo~; 
rei'gners.. Notwithffanding the very fpirited and judicious writings that 
have at various times been publifued upon the expediency of vigoroufIy 
purfuing this great filhery, yet the Dutch have never been effectually ri~ 
valled in it: The art of curing the herrings is yet pecu1iar to them, not~ 
withUanding admiral Vernon made a voyage to Holland on purpofe to; 
tli[cover it. We have every natural advantage, and the benefit of a· 
bounty of I l. lOS. per ton for buifes that are built for the fiiliing t; it 
is therefore worthy of attention, that we {bould not be able to cope with. 
our neighbours. Some reafons however may be given for it ... 

" The people at home who are fond of fafhlonable novelties, giving 
extrGl.vagant prices for :Britiili herrings; foreign markets. were thetfupon: 
flighted, as t1'le fmaUP:ofits they yielded, bore.no proportIon to the expen
five manner of carrymg on the trade. The great home confumption, 
however, was but of very fhortcontinuance; the dearnefs of the commO!
dity having foon abate~ the ardour of the people for. pur.chafing it; and 
the demand ceafing at home, the cour1e of the traJe,. which had fcarce 
any other channel,. was immediately ftoppecL Ther.e is ,Elainly not the 

• Poftlethwaytc'·" Din. Art. Fijheries;: fiomwhODl taken I know not., 
t Tindal'; GontinuatiQIf of Rapin. 1,01. xxi. P'411. 
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leaft need of any public encouragement for fupplying the markets at 
home, where the commodity is fo plentiful, and in fuch a fuperabundance, 
that the people, for want of knowing how to difpofe of the fifu they 
caught, have often been obliged to' ufe them as manure far their lands. 
When fiib are in fuch plenty on any, even the remotd! coafts of Br~tain,.. 
nothing but extortion or mifmanagement can make them dear in any of 
our great cities that have a free communication with the fea. The bounty 
therefore ought to be limited folely to thofe fifh that are carried, to a fo
reign market; and, confidering this gratuity, and the great fuperiority 
of our natural advantages, were we to fiudy carefully the·Ieati: expenfive 
methods .of conduCling the trade, hy carrying it an, through alli the fea-· 
fons, and by building and fitting out the buifes, where wot:kmanfhip and· 
naval fiores were at bw ~ices, there is the greateft reafon. to- expect that 
we might foon be able to underfell the Dutch at foreign ports. The her
rings, as they faU from the net, are reckoned to cofi them fix fhillings a 
barrel, and it is computed that we might have them for two. Mr. Mar
tin even fays, that they have been bought In tIie weftern iDes. for a groan. 
a barrel. The Dutch have no faIt of their own, but are obliged to buy, 
part of what they nfe from us. Navalftores can be carried from the' 
Baltic to the weftern ifles as cheap as from thence to Holland~ The ports' 
of Britain are open all the year round'; hut feveral of thofe of Holland 
are often frozen up for months together. Vve lie more convenient than, 
the Dutch for the navig~tion. to America, and to the fouthern and I,lorthern, 
parts of Europe; and, if they can fare hard, and be very laborious, the}t' 
are, in. thofe points,. exceeded by the bold filhermen- of the weftern and, 
northern Wands, who fatisfy themfelves with a very [canty [ubftfience" 
and make. no fcruple of braving the. wintery feas.infmall open. boats*.?t' 

It is with concern that J am not able to prefent the reader witTi an' 
accurate account of the prefent ftate of the'Britiili filhery; but although, 
it is not comparable. to that of the Dutch, yet, if we confider tlYe con~ 
fumption of thefe iflands, and the preceding: accounts. of the nUTIlerous 
ports. that partake in the. huunefs, by reafon of their: vicinity to the fhoals\r 
we fhall find no difficulty in imagining, the number o£ feamen employed. 
by it very great. The fifheri~s of,cod, ling, lobfters, ~ackare1;. oyfter~, 
&c. upon our own,coafis are hkewife v:ery.confiderable,. m:refp;a· of the 
employment of feamen, although they form no branch. of foreIgn" trade. 
The reader will not; 1 apprehend, .. think me at all extravagant, in fup
pofingthe two iflands to,maintain ~o,ooohome fifhermen. of all forts: it, 
i£ fcarce1y. probable: that the total number iliould.be lefs •. 

Tht 



The Whale Fijhery. 

~This is j ufily reckoned one of the moft vahl'able fiilieries in the world: 
it was firft difcovered,' ~fdgeth~ with the feas, {:oafis, ahd frozen ter

.. ritories of Greenland; by the Engli£h, who fifhedin them for fourfeen or
fifteen years before~any other nation: and when the- Dutch pufhea. them
{elves into it)~were'beat off; and the exclufiveright c1~imed by the Eng
lifh fiihermen, and with as much, if not more jufiice than other exc1ufive: 
rights haNe been finee: but unfortunately the Butch'began their opera
tions in the reign of James I To mention_ more - is needlefs-; -it is at
once fufficiently evident that they carried their point. He who would -
fubmit to the affair of Amboyna, it was not to be expeaedwoul~ a-a: 
with- fpirit in the prefervation of a fiihery. That nation, as- w.eUa~ 
others, were-atfirft obliged to _ hire: EnglifW harpooners arid' fieerfnieti ;: 
but the tables are now ftrangely turned, for at prefeh,t thatis precifely the 
cafe with us. -

If it is'confide~ed that theihips who tindettaJre- this fiiliery are very' 
flout and large, from .~60-t..o 500 tons; arid that: each isatteilded by from' 
fOL~r to {even fhaHops, and :carry forty, fifty, and fixty men; that ,they 
are- fiJrni~~d with'immenfe quantities of newcaiks to put blubber oil in; 
'ivith a gl"@3tvariety of harpoons, knives, grapples, axes, '-anchors, &c;: 
&c.- &c.;- and lafily, that the p-rodu'a of the fifhery is ~a material of ma
·nufaB:ure,' it win eafily De conceived that this -fifhery"is' of immenfe na-
tional value; _ occafions a "\taft confumption of manufaCtures; is the fource 
cDfgreat rith~e"'S1 landperkaps 'the beftnunery of bold daring f-eamenthat
is in the world. 

- In the year 1724, the South-fea company undertook to revive the Bri
,tilh whale fiI1:ery;' and eNgaged pretty 1argely in the brarfch till 173 2 ; 

'but th.en fincl:J.hg themfelves confidera~le lofers,; theygaye it 'up: they 
acc?ralbgly ruM .. all th~ir ibips, fiores, and, ukhfils'; and' upo,n' finally
,ftatmg thelll aCColint£, It appeared,-

T~at t~eir total difburfements on account of the whalefiihety. £. 
m eIght years, came to- . - ' ~: 6 --, Q 2,172 

.i\nd the total amount of the fa.les of their oil and ;whale---fills . 
l;}j1cllilt~wife all their £hips, frote-s, &c. wasbtit' ,-~" 84,3 00: 

-t ., ... --" "if 1'. • • h 
J<.OLS LD elg tyeats, beGdes interefi~ 
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;Lhas'h~~n ufually comput~d, that if a Greenland ihip btought)Ptlrne. 
but thre~ wha~es, it wpuld be a .reafonablegainful year: but morc untor .... 
tupa.tely fo~ the South ... [ea company, they had not, in· an ~he [aid eight 
xc;ars filhery, b1,"ought home at me. rate of one whale periliip. It has,
~ose9ver,be~na ma~im arn~ng the whale fiihing adventurers, that one 
g~9d year i!l. feyen .ufually mak~s. up~ the lo[fes of fix bad ones. But un
b.ap,pily' all,.thefeeigh.t yeats hap.I'<::ned to be bad, not only to the com
pany, but to mofi of the adventurers of other nations *. 

tIln 1)33, a. b(~)tlilty was granted by parliament of nQ. Jefs than 20 S. 

~Y?P. .:up~n all ih.ips of 200 tons and upward~, employ~d.,in·!his fiihery:. 
a.lew ihlpS were then::upon fitted out; and In 1736, one :&0111 l.ondon 
caught p.o lefs than feven whales. In 1740, an additiol!l'll iOS .. a ton 
b~:)Unty was granteddllring the continuil;nce of the war, .a-nd a' fneedom 
£r~m preffing., In 17 4?, the bounty was eXJended to 40 s,,'pnd for the 
~~erican colopies as well as Oreat Britain;, and naturaJization graOJed 
t,p" all foreign prote,fiants who ferved three yealfi~ .on board,om' wh'lle .. 
filhi~g ihips. But notwithfianding thefe noble-reQ;comagttments, very 
few fhips have .engagedin: it; ,and the Dutch underfell thofe that have; 
which i~..a great nationfl} ,IDi!lfol.'tune: for fuchjiilieries as, thefe -are. the 
moil defirablebrapch of commerce this kingdom cAn· e1'l.gagec in; :,18 they 
Qccafion a grea~ and ~ fureconfmliption of our,-nanufaCtures;' andc at,thti .: 
~~rfle tiI!le breed up an infinite number of exc·dknf [eamen~ 

SEC T. :XII. 
. 

Of the Britijh Commerce with tbeEqflIndies., 

T HIS commerce; which renders Europe but a fieve through which 
. the treafures of theweil <Ire conveyed to the·~~fi,:wi~h~t even the 

idea of a return, has been for- that reafon greatly coqcl:emI1ed by many. very 
ingenious political w:r;ters t, as impoveri:fhing this ipart of, die .'World, to \n-. 
troduce fuperfl.':lities, and even manufaCtures, to rival she European. Much 
has beepwrote for and agaiQil: this trade in general. The Inoft mafierly an-

• 'II< Anderfon's DeduCtion oj Com~erc£, vol.ii •. p. 339. 
t For many ge~eral arguments in favour of totally abandonipg the .Eaa India trade, fee, . 

among other writings, Hijloire des Indes Orientales, p. I. chap. 10. Ae/vantagES if the Eall 
India Trade to England conjdered, chap. 1. Mun's D!(courje oj the Eajl India Trade. Co?t

Jiderations on Commerce in general. Cafe oj our own agairJl foreign Manu/allures. SiI· vVilJiam 
Monfon's Naval TraCts. Paxton's Difcourje oj the l'lature, J/JJpo~tai1ct, ~nd J1dva11tage of 
Trade, p. 29. ~emarks UpOI1 a Search into the C(JIl[e ,oj our want of Stlwr C;w. 

fwee 
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fwer to the objeCtions again A: it, is tha.t of the very ingenious author of 
the Hifiory.of the European'lfrade to the Eaft Indies, in the Modern -
Univerfal Hiftory *-; hutit is very obfervable that this writer bends the 
flrength of his argument chiefly againft the complaint of carrying away 
our fiiver, which, perhaps, is not the worft part of the trade: he fcttrce 
mentions the importation of 'Oriental manufactures to rival the European, 
when none ,of the latter are taken in exchange, nor in return for fcarcc 
.any commodities exported to Europe. 

But thefe inquiries into the trade in general are very ufe1efs; fince all 
agree it is advantageous for any power in Europe to carry it on, as long 
as they confume Eaft India goods; for it is certainly better to import any 
comm.odity in national bott{)ms, and to national proht, than to let fo
reigners enjoy the benefit of both.--But at lafi, it will never be found 
that a commerce which carnes 011t filver (either as a commodity, or me ... 
dium of trade) in exchange for luxurious fuperfluities, and manufacturea 
to rival her own, when bnth are wnfumecl at home, can ever enrich any 
nation, or Europe in general t. And this faa can never appear in fo 
ftrong a light, as by fuppofing tea, -coffee, and fpices to be raifed in colo
nies of whom they are pur-chafed entirely with manufactures. Now, 
without taking filver the leaH into the queftion, does it not at once appear, 
kow pl'Odigioufly fuperior the latter trade is to the former. The people 
in England who!{) ronfume great quantities of Port wine, may be reproached 
'With <con-fuming a fuperfluity: It certainly is a fuperfluity; but then, 
De1ngpurchafed with BritiLh manufactures, they who drink it, drink in 
fact the labour of our own poor. A gentleman, by this means, em
ploys the 1)00r upon his efl:ate by drinking wine from Portugal: But is 
this the ,cafe with the {pices he confumes? or the India chintzes, and 
;g.aufes,and .fatins, and filks, that his wife wears? 

But not to purfue an -argument which leads to no ufeful end. As it is 
imp~ffihle~o prohibit India goods of all furts, I :£hall proceed to give as 
conc(fe -an "}c1ea of the prefent fiate of the trade, as the materials before 
me will .anow: but. I ihould 'Obferve that the reader mun not expett any 
e.xtra01:duury mtelh?en~~pon account ~f the numerous pieces lately pub
llfhed upon Oll'r Ind<1a an-aIrs, as thofe pleces afford fcarce any commercial 
know1edge! They are hifiorical; and forty of them may be turned over 
before t'he cargo of a lingle fhip is to be found in them: it is not the in
terefied fquabbks and ,party difputes of the company and her fervan.ts, 

• Vol. ix. 'Ii). 1'77. 

t Steuart's fn~ltirJ iffto t7Jt Principles if Pa!1tical O,camJmy, vol. i. p. 4 19. 

that 
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that give any information worth liftening to; it is the mere commercial 
faCts that -are of importance in the prefent inquiry. 

'The following table of the imports and exports of feventeen India .. 
lliips will £hew the proportions of both, which is what we moft want. 
It is calculated for the year 1753, fince which no very material altera ... 
tions in prices have happened. 

The exports to India in Jeventeen of the Britifh Eajl India Company's 
jhips, each of five hundred tons. 

1,442 

610 

tons of iron, at IS I. - C. 21,630 

Ordnance and wrought iron at So I. 30,540 
450 
180 

Steel, at So I. 22,500 
Nails, at 25 I. 4,500 

895 
800 

Lead, at 17 /• 15,215 
Cordage, at 40 I. 32,000 

SSo 
260 

Stores, 305,000 
Brafs, copper, and pewter,. at 100/. 26,000 

100 - Gunpowder, at 80/. 8,00-0 
32 <ll!ickfilver, at 300/4 9,600 

5,324 tons. ---
18,175 ,Woollen cloths, 
23,~20 Stuffs, -
S 7 ,469 Perpets, 
S 0,000 Dozens of hofe, 
II,076 Ounces of gold, 

2,99 1,25 1 Ditto,offilver, 
£. 43,196 

785,2°3 

Total., 
Imports of Jeventeen Ships. 

Piece goods, 
3,253,900 lb. of tea, at 4 s• 
2,000,000 lb. pepper, at 1 s. 
t.,I4 I ,ooolb. coffee, at IS. 6d. 

203,850 lb. raw filk, at 20 s. 
900 tons faltpetre, at 70 I. 
250 red wood, at 30 t. 
600 chefts China ware and drugs, 

U u u 

-
- -

Total, 

110,000 

50 ,000 

40 ,000 

3,000 

--
1,.673,000 

64:'h475 
100,000 

85,575 
203,850 

63,000 

7,5°0 
99,600 

Q}87S,00o 

The 
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The cuftoms on thefe goods were, in 1753,' 

[.478,12$ Callicoes, 
Prohibited goods, 
Tea, 

38.;:. per cent. 
Q - - 8,000 

Pepper, 
Raw filk, 
Coffee, 
Saltpetre, 
Red wood, 
China ware, and drugs, 

19 
4 

10 

10 

SO 

-- -
-

123,0001 
4,000 

25,000 

20,500 
6,000 

500 

3°'00o~ 

£. 695,625 

The freight was reckoned at lot. per ton; the 17 fliips, 17.°0 men; 
their wages and provifions S I. per month per man. 

Of the above goods, foreigners and the colonies ',bought, 

578,4°0 callicoes, at 13 S~ 4 d~ 
Prohibited goods, -
1,850,000 lb. of pepper, at IS. 

-- £. 395,600 
72 ,750 

92,500 

43,750 700,000 lb. of coffee, at IS. 3 d~ 
All other goods, - 45,4°0 

Of the exportation, the buUion is above; of the whole., 
vVoollen manufactures fomething better than t. 
Iron, brafs, &c~ &<;. manufactures ../'; •. 
Total manufaCtures, ;~ 
Commodities, not';'~ 

'* 650 ,000 

The re-exportation of the imports does not amount to';' of the whole .. 

The proportion of the cargo to every feaman homeward-bound is 
.1 ,69 I I.; in the outward-bound, 884/. "There is no other trade in the 
,,,"orld, except the Spaniih galleons, &c. that employs fa few men. 

Some, years the company has ~o, ~5, and even 30 fhips, and latelr' 
many more; but then they are nowfeldom above 300 tons, and mally 250 • 

The average imports and exports perhaps will not be found to be half as 
much again as the above. The feamen "then employed by them may be 
:;;,500, or thereabouts; but there are many more reafons to think the num-

* Some Tbou:hts on tbe pre/ent Slate of our Trade to India. By a Mercbant of London, p. 7, &c. 
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ller Iefs than ~ter. The article tea will ferve to {hew this; for the prefent 
importation lis by no means half as great again as the above-fpecified one. 

£rom 1733 to 1745, the medium importation was. 
From 1745 to I76~, - -

To which I fuall add, 
,The exportation to Ireland between 1754 and I758 was, 

·on a medium, - . -
J)itto, to America, -

I, 195,464 lb.. 
3,957,634 

112,000 

122,000 

From thi~ flate it .appears, that the above-mentioned quantit'Y of im"; 
·ported tea did not mlfs above a fifth of the annual amount; and ~onfe
quently that the allowance above-mentioned is much too great. -- It is 
aft-onifhing how the Britifh confumption of this weed increafes; in 1730 it 
was only 800,000 lb. '* and now it is 4,000,000 lb. t 

By the above-account it likewife appears, that Gee was much mi£l:aken 
in fuppofing that the re-exportation of India commodities more than 
,equalled the export of bullion thither t. It does not near equal it. 

Let us in the next place confider the long-debated point of the expedi
ency of . laying opeJil the trade to the Indies. As we have feen the extent 
of commerce carried on by the company, it remains to be inquired whe
ther it would be nationally improved by all the Britifh merchants being 
admitted to trade at will to the Eaft Indies. 

The two principal arguments hitherto made ufe of in favour of an 
exclufive charter are; firft, the praCtice of all other European nations 
trading to India: If a company is difadvantageous, why do others conti
nue fo firm in that method of carrying on the trade? Secondly, the great 
variety of empires, kingdoms, frates, and even barbarous nations, with 
whom that trade is carried on, and even in whofe dominions it is necef
fary to have fettlements, gives rife to fuch a neceffary attention to a mul
tiplicity of interefts, that nothing but a company can be fuppofed able to 
manage them with the requifite ikill and affiduity; on the contrary, pri
vate competitions would ruin the national interefr in thofe parts" 

In moft political controverfies, aU opinions have fome peculiar,forte on 
which they are built, and which carry much appearance of plaufibility; 
but in the point in queftion, even thisappearallce is wanting. The argu-

'* The Cafe of the Dca-lers in rea, p. T. Schfme ojfired to p~'eve11t tbe clandeftine Importation, p. I. 

t Alderman Janfen's Stateoftbe Tea Duties, folio, Budget, 4to, 1764, p. 1O. ' 

t Tr4dc and Navigation of Great Britain conJidered, p. 40 • 
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ments urged in favour of the monopoly are not only deficient in facts for 
their foundation, but they have not even the femblance of conviction. 
What deduB:ions can reafonably be made from the praCtice of other 
powers? If the general conduCt is bad, is that a reafon fo~ our perfiil:ing 
i~ it? Muft we continue in a wrong tract, becaufe our neIghbours do the 
fame? It is not, however, clear, that the cafes are parallel; I never yet 
found it proved, that the Dutch Eaft India trade, for inftance, and our 
our own, were upon the fame footing; it may be prudent for them to 
continue their company, but it does not therefore follow, that it is the 
fame with us: - But, in faCt, there is a material difference which may, 
,very probably, at leaft, occafion their encouragement of a company: 
That company is not a parallel monopoly with the Britifh; but it poffeffes 
a perfect monopoly in an article from which it excludes the whole world, 
viz. the fpice trade. By diffolving their company they may think, and 
perhaps with jufl:ice, that their exclufive poffeffion of that valuable branch 
might be endangered. The guard and watchful caution of the govern
ment in preventing foreigners from interfering, might not equal that of 
an avaricious company, whofe vigilance is fo extreme: befides, who would 
have the care of the cultivation of the fpices? If the iflands were turned 
into colonies, properly [0 called, the trade would be loft at once: but at 
all events the danger ,vould be great. Befides which circumftance, it 
may perhaps bear a quefiion, Whether the Dutch require an extenfiQn of 
the fale of their own manufafrures equally with us f' 

It is from hence evident enough, that conclufions from the condutl of 
the Dutch are by no means juft, when applied to this nation, finee there 
is fo effential a difference between the circumftances of their Eaft India 
trade and ours. A nd if we view thofe of other powers, we :!hall not find 
any material reafons for adopting their ideas of fuch monopolies. That 
of France has been almoft from its efiabliiliment a mere creature ,of the 
l7rench minifl:ry; never flourilhing but when loaded with favours, gifts, 
and exemptions; but dropping into a mere name upon the Ieafi: inatten
tion of the minifiers. And what is very obfervable is, that the only really 
profitable commerce carried on with the Eaft Indies by the French was 
that of private merchants under licence, at a time when the company 
v:as unable to .fit out a ihip*: the fe, in proportion to their ftocl~, made fix 
tlmes the profit that ever the company had done, notwithftanding their 

"being {hackled by many articles of the licences . 

. ~hus. an .atte~tion to :h: praaic~ of foreigners in their com.merce 
"\VlLl the Indles IS very fal J.rom provmg that the trade can be earned on 
by a company alone; for the few ini1:ances of private commerce prove'the 

'* See Modern Univerfol Hi/lOl:V, vol. ii. p. 92. 95. 
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wery contrary; and no one can with any certainty pronounce, that the. 
fame e~periment made \yith the trade of a, whole nation. would. not be. 
attended with the fame fuccefs. 

It ihould not be forgot, that the Portuguefe carried their Indian com
merce to an height unequalled but by the Dutch, without even the idea 
of a company. 

The laying afide the African company, is proof fufficient that we may 
deviate, however, from the praCtice of other nations, without fearing. 
any ill confequences. We have an open trade to Africa of a much more 
beneficial nature than when we had a regular company, and yet other' 
nations continue their African companies; which ihews that this kind.oL-' 
reafoning is not always juft. 

The diverfityof oriental interefts is in the next place quoted; and the 
difficulty of private merchants conduCting fa extenfive a trade, at 'fuch a 
vaft'diftance. But in what facts thefe ideas are founded, I know'not. It 
fhould be remembered, that moft of thofe politicians, who have projected 
.an open trade, and written the warmeft in its favour, allow the neceffity 
·of keeping up forts and military eftablifhments in the Indies; the expence 
to be ihared by the private traders, either by a tax or in payment for the 
licences to trade; but if the nation was to be at the expence, as well as of , 
thefe of the coaf!: of Africa, there can be little doubt but the public would", 
in very numerous ways, be repaid much more than the amount. 

The point in queflion therefore is, the mere article of trading. Whe-··· 
ther private merchants, by their own fupercargoes . on board, theiT 
ihips, are not as capable of conducting the Indian commerce as any com;.-, 
pany's fervants can be. Thofe who imagine the nations of the;Eaft to be 
barbarous'in matters of 'commerce, know but little of its commercial l>.if
tory. They are as active, as experienced, and as univerfal merchants in 
that quarter of the world as· any of ours can ·be in Europe. Trade is 
perfeCtly well underfiood~ throughout the EaH Ind,ies.. Indeed, it is the 
fole bufinefs that takes up all their attention; .a private Britiih ihip can 
refort to no port in India but {he will meet with traders ready for O~
change, who will difpatch hera.s quick as in any port. of Europe .. 

In TefpeCt to any connections with minifiers or princes in that pan of 
the world or the avoiding quarrels, &c. it fllOUld' be aiked, In what 
manner d~ the companies manage thefe matters? By addrefs; by circum'
fpeCtion; by an attentive prudence and mode:ation? Nothirt~ furth{tr 
from the cafe; by the fword. Art and add refs IS ufed at the tid! erca
bliib~ent of a company, but when once it is fixed, what do theybecome but 

co.nquerors. 
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conquerors and tyrants? Did not the Portuguefe, the Dutch, and does not 
our own company now, prove the truth of this affertion? Is it not abfo
lute ridicule to pretend, that private merchants will offend the oriental 
potentates, and involve themfelves in quarrels, when the company is per
petually at war with one or other of them, and cutting the throats of 
Nabobs, £lirring up infurreC1:ions, and kindling a flame through the empire 
of one of the firft potentates of the Indies? And all for the fake of plun
derinQ", firfi one party, and then another. Is it not a farce to fuppofe~ 
that private merchants would give greater offence than thefe warlike and 
conquering mOl1opolifts ? 

Trade .and the fword ought not to be managed by the fame people. Bar
ter and exchange is the bufinefs of merchants, not fighting of battles and 
,dethroning of princes. If the trade was laid open, private traders would 
reap all the commercial advantages of powerful fortreffes and garrifons ; 
,that is, fecnrityand reputation; and would be kept clear of the mifchiefs 
·.of them. Their attention would be ingroffed by their proper bufinefs; it 
would never be their intere£l to involve themfelves in any quarrels; and 
if they were oppreffed, it would, I ihould apprehend, be as much in the 
power of the king of Great Britain to revenge their ills, as in that of a 
<company. The force and power in the Indies would be the fame, only I 
Jhould fuppofe the reputation of one fomething greater than that of the 
other. Was ever the [ervant of a company more refpeCted or dreaded in thofe 
partsthan the king of Portugal's vicemy when their fettlements flouri£hed? 

It fhould not be forgot, that the empire of the fea is a real and fub
'fl:antial poifeffion in the hands of Britain, and that that dominion is 
.acknowledgedin the Indies as much as it -is in Europe. A few fortreffes, 
with tha.t fuperiority, iB better than many without it. The injuries done 
to merchants are eaGer remedied by a few ihips of war than by many 
armies. Not, however, -that thereis any probability of a private India;" 
man meeting with any croifes from which the company's fervants are ex
crempt.: For it is difficult precifely to affert how much the latter depend for 
:fecunty upon the fame guard, which would be enjoyed by the former, 
the Brit:~ih {quadronj for it is very obfervable, that the government at 
prefent IS at the expence in peace and war of a fleet in thofe feas and 
r • h .r. ' . :lome troops III t e garnlons. 

If fighting is fo very profitable a bufiners in the Indies, and if it is in 
~~e pOlwer of.the compa~y to make Nabobs at their plea[ure, and feize 
;upon tne proVInces that yIeld a revenue of 14,000,000 I. per annum *, I 

* B~ngal and Bahaar4 See Mr. Howel's T;-ails. 
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fee no extreme good reafons- that fuch, profitable conqueifs £hould be 
limited to the benefit of the company alone. The king's governor of 
Bengalwou1d be as :able to conduct fuch matters as any of the com
pany',s· [~rvants; and if it was found expedient to make the Indies pay aU 
the, pubhcex,pences of the trade; fuch as armies, fleets, garrifons, &c. &co 
at the fame time that the whole kingdom enjoyed the trade, it would moft 
undoubtedly: be ;an admirable 'confequenee: But thofe who ihould beft 
know the real flateof the company's affairs, and are fomewhat acquainted 
with the immenfe fortunes made by their fervants, aifert, that much 
more than this might be done; that all public bufinefs might pay itfelf. 
and carry fome millions annually to theking's treafury. -Howeverb. 
whether this ~s, or is not the cafe, it affects not the prefent argument. 

~ 

It would be thought a very ftrange alfertion by fome of the defenders 
oEthis pernicious monopoly, to hear of Ea:ft India company ihips being 
obliged to fail above J 1,000 miles without a fingle port at command, and 1 

then to >carry on a trade with all the countries of India ,without a fingle' 
fort or fettlement. And yet this is the very cafe with the Swediih Eaft; 
Indi;:tmen. A 'circumfiance of great confequence isdemonfirated from, 
the condua of the Swediili company, that the Eaft India. trade may be '. 
carried on without either conqueRs or fettlemerrts; which, conftdering 
the many and plaufible reafons urgedagainfi it, nothing but experience 
could have i'hewn; It is true, that commerce thus carried >onmay be, in! 
fome refpects, more inconvenient:, but then thefe very inconveniences 
prod'uce an affiduity andcircumfpeClion· which -are attended with many,
beneficialconfequences.; and, befi-des; hinder either dijhoneflJoP Haughti-
nifr towards~thenatives,frotnwhich much'greater mijchiefs,arife. Add to 
this, that by.' making great diligence andftriCt <economy indifpenfably:' 
neceifary in the manag.ernent of their .. fervants,. it fecures to the comp~ny' 
regular and confian!:, thoughlefs'plentiful t returns *.'" 

The benefits, that would i refl!i1t from Iayiirg open this eommerce are' 
not more dubious than the practiCability of the pIan; and this will appear; 
from confidering the advantages which the nation at prefent reaps from 
the India trade. Thefe are principally the exportation of about 300,000 I. 
worth of manufactures, and the employment of better ,than two thoufand 
feamen with the building, fitting out, &c. of. twenty or thirty fail of 
£hips. 'I fay nothing ?f the difadvanta~~. Now, thefe would be enjoyed
if the trade was in pnvate hands; for If It anfwers to fend out any manu- . 
factures by the company, it would certainly be- the fame '. with private 

;jf, MociernUniverfol HfIlory, vol. ii. p. 270'> 
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mercbants i and as to the employment of· ihips, &c. the very exiftence 
IOf the trade at all cannot be Iuppofed without it. If there is in the Eaft 

,-Indies a demand for 300,000 I. of manufac:tures, and for the employ
mentof twenty fail of ihips, that demand will undoubtedly continue to 

private adventurers as well as the company. There is no more danger of 
their being underfold than of the company's. In whatever view the com
parifon is beheld, i.t will in every point be obvious, that the nation would 
run no manner of rifque of lofing thefe few advantages, by throwing the 
trade from the hands of a monopoly into thofe of the public. 

But toreverfe the medal, .:md confider fora moment what would in all 
human probability be gained by it. The exportation of manufactures, 
and the employment of {hipping, are the fame thing; the one nece£[arily 
a-efults from the other; and therefore I iliall confider them as one. What 
-are thereafons for fuppofing this great benefit would refult in a larger de
gree from an open trade than from a limited one? M.any. With a com
:pany there is no competition, no rivaliliip j they carry out precifely that 
-:quantity of goods which will turn moil: to their own profit. To export 
11lver is much more profitable than manufactures; the latter are bulky, 
.and require muchfuip.,.room; this is expenfive; the charges of ,the voy
·age are great; if the whole ·could be carried on with a :lingle ihip, fo 
much the greater the proportionate profit; and having no competitors, it 
is at their option to fort their cargoes merely to thefe ideas, and not with 
;m eye to what others may carry out if they do not. The [arne obferva
-tion is applicable to their returns from India. High prices are in every 
.infiance the views of a company, not the enlargement of commerce. This 
.is the great hinge upon which the profit of all monopolies turn. The 
Dutch company, in many plentiful years, burn five times the [pices they 
fell; ."ihen they are fure ofa [ale for the whole, if they would drop the 
exorbitant prices of them, and at the fame time export five times the 
quantity of manufaQures, and employ five times the number of ihips. 
Thegreat.De \\Titte makes this remark, and jufrly attributes it to the 
-private profit ·of the monopoly; which is one thing, but the good of the 
il:ate another.--It has.been proved incollteil:ibly, that our Hudfon's Bay 
.company might export an hundred times their prefent quantity of manu
faB:ures, if they would lower their prices; but that would be finking 
·theu'profits: How isit therefore to be expeQed that they will do it? 

Itis the nature of avarice to Jong for .great profits. There is no difFer
,ence bet\veen the minds of private merchants and companies in thi-s 
refpec:t;. but the former cannot command them. There are, however, 
~fome eVIdent reafons for a company requiring higher profit than :lingle 

traders. 
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traders. 'fhe-exl?ences' of the trade are great; the employment offer ... 
'vants very extenftv~; -all of w~1Om '{ervetJle ,company as that terves the 
~ate; care f~r ,nothmg but t~ell', own advantage. They are liable to dif-
~erence of opmlOn; want umty 1n moft of their bufillefs. Their charters 
-nre generally bought. They maintain garrifons, forts,ITTmies, and fqua,
_~rons; they turn c0n,querors,a~d are then plundered by their military 
lervants as we11 as theu'commerclal ones. Thefe and many other reaJons 
i'ender high profits even neceifary,; and as there are totally contrary to an 
extended trade for low ones, the public confequentlyfuffers. 

The very contrary of all this is the cafe with private mercaants~--. 
They carryall the ceconolny, accurac,y and attention of their own trades 
into the new branch of the Indies. They have but one object wherever 
they trade; to feU their cargoes to the heft advantage: And not trufting 
to fets of fervant~ of all kinds, nor involved in any but commercial ex
'pences, they are able to trade for much [maHer profits than any,ccmpany 
pollibly can. 

But what is of yet greater confequenee IS, the competition which would 
arife. Many fhips arriving in the Indies from Britain, belonging to dif
ferent owners, cannot fix any determin~te price on their cargoes of manu"", 
factures and commodities, l;wt II).uft,and would, as in all other trades, take 
the firft opportunity of difpofing of tJiem to a moderate advantage, left 
,others fhouldunderfeU them, and clear 'the heft market. The confe .. 

'* A {hiking inRance of this is i4'l the merchants of St. Maloes buying privIleges of the 
Trench EaR India company to carry that trade on which the latter was unable to co~duCl: 
without lofs, and this with many difadvantages too. "It is not eafy to conceive," fays Dr. 
Campbell," how thefe merchants of St. Maloes could carryon their commcl'ce to the Eai"!: 
Indies with a1]y confid~ra81e profit, if W,e reRect OFl the many inconyeniencies to which they 
were expofed; for, befides the hard agreement made with the company, they laboured under 
a variety of FeftriCtions.. To mention <:>nly a few. The fubjects of t}1e Mogul made no die· 
tinction between them and the EaR IndIa company; the debts of whIch were fo large, that 
thefe private traders durft not fend any 1hips to Surat for fear of having thefr effects feized; 
,they were like'wife pre~luded from fending any veffel~ to China on the fcore of the new com~ 
pany eretJ:ed for carrymg on th,at comme~ce:, And, In confequence o.f the treaty of Utrec?t, 
they were prohibited from fendIng any fhIpS lnto the South Seas; WhlC~ was one great 'pOint 
they had in view and might certainly be confidered as capable of turmng more to theIr ad
vantage than all ~he other powers that were left them." (HiJloire tit fa Compagnie des Indu, 
p. 8,.) But it feems that all ,thefe and many other difadvant~ges, were balanced by thi3 
favourable circumfrance, that przvate merchants only were concerned m thzs commerc~, and ma~aged 
their own money and their own affairs as they thought fit; fo that they could go on wIth more vigour 
ond lefs ex pence, make whatever changes they thoug!7t ~onvenient, and reap all the be~eftts oj the com
pany's privileges, without bfing fubjetied to their zncumhranm. Modern U m verfal Hdlory, 
vol. ii. p. 95. 
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quence of this is, the dropping the price of Britifh goods in India, which 
is but another name for enlarging the fale of them. The grand advan
-tage of all others to manufactures is, their being {old cheap; whatever 
raifes their price, and in whatever market, whether taxes at home or mo
nopolies abroad, cramp their fale, and ftarve thofe poor, who otherwife 
might live by their induftry. 

Competition would act in the fame manner, in the carrying out om 
manufactures as in the fale of them. A company fends out not a ton of 
fhipping more than is abfolutely neceifary to their contracted {phere of 
trade; but private merchants very often difpatch fuch numbers of £hips 
wherever they trade, as to glut their markets; which, however, it may 
lerren private gains, is of admirable confequence to the public. Inftead 
of the Britiih trade to half the globe employing two or three and twenty 
fhips, we ihould have two or three hundred conftantly employed in it .. 
" There are a greater number of :lbip-tonnage," fays Sir Matthew Dec
ker, ' employed in the trade to the free port of Leghorn only~ than all 
the three Britiih companies employed in their monopolies to three-fourths 
of the world; like the fable of the dog in the manger, not eating, them
{elves, but preventing thofe who would *."-- Now, the increafe of the 
fhipping employed in any trade infallibly increafes the exportation or 
manufactures; rather than go out to the Indies empty, the merchants. 
would load their ihips upon fpeculation, or for the mere freight, which 
is never done by the company: All which tends powerfully to the great 
point, the confumption of our manufactures., 

The great objection to the confumption of tea in Britain is, its not be
ing pur chafed with manufactures. It pays a great duty to the crown;, 
but fo does wine, and many other articles which we purchafe totally with 
manufactures. What a noble advantage would it be~ if the trade in tea' 
was reduced to barter, inftead of being bought with filver! In fuch a 
cafe, the increafe of its confumption would be a public good, inftead of 
an evil, both .in t~e employment of the poor, and the enriching thereve
nue. But thIs WIll never be done by a company. Private merchants~ 
would prefently effeCt it. They would foon fink the price of our manu
factures fo gr~atly in Ind~a, that they would be taken in exchange for' 
numerous artIcles for whIch our company pays nothing but filver. 

] t is very difficult to fix bounds to the increafe of trade which would 
ufu} t from fnch a change, in fuch immenfeand rich countries, as thofe of 

It Caufts oj the Decline oj C'ordgn Trade, I2mo, p. 44"-
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the eafi:; the aCtivity of private adventurers would open new markets at 
prefent unthought .of; and find out frefh demands for our manufaaures 
and commodities in countries unknown to the company. "The great 
fault of companies in general," fays Dr. Campbell, " is, that'* they be
come too cold and phlegmatic in their management, under colour of be
ing methodical, and maintaining a ftria reconomy." Now, this phlegm 
obtains in no trade carried on by private merchants: all commerce that is 
open and free, is fpirited and aaive; and a national exportation is always 
carried on briikl y t. 

If 

'* Davenant's OpInIOn is fo totally contrary to this remark, that one would think 
him, what he was more than once reproached with being, a retainer of the Eall: India 
company. "When a company," fays he, " has the ilrength and wealth fuch an 
eilabliihment (a powerful exclujive one) would beget, they might exert themfelves boldly, 
in high attempts for the HONOUR and future advantage of their country: They may 
launch into profitable deligns, and not fear the expence of freJh diftoveries, or the unfuccefsful 
event of any new fettlement. They will be able to bear that lofs, with wbich repeated 
endeavours to introduce the wear and falhion of our manu/allures in thofe nations mull: in 
the beginning be attended. That which has difcouraged adventL\rers upon a narrow bot
tom, ill fupported, and continually attacked, will not frighten thofe who {hall iland upon 
a finner balis." Difcourfes on Trade, &c. vol. ii. p .. 426. The experience of near a cen
tury has proved how jufl: thefe may's and might he's are. 

t " Tea, mean dirty drug," fays a very fenuble writer, though his language has nof 
the commercial fobriety, "eftablilhed by luxury, is become a neceffary of life. Ridiculed 
by the Chinefe~ our har?y feamen brave a!l climates, difficulties and hazards, to bring t.bem 
gold and ulver, to take m return a few dned herbs and baked earthen wares. InfatuatIOn! 
Arguments are vain, tea mull: be had; but furely not at this rate. Had this fair efl:ate, the 
Indies (more valuable than the reil of our trade) never been granted in mortmain to this 
monailery of voluptuous fecular priefl:s, but the private Englilh merchant preferved in the 
rights of his birth, tobacco, or fome other produtl: of ours, would have been the fole pur~ 
chafe of tea; weed for weed; not a dollar exported but for gold in return, which was the 
trade at firll:; but the Chinefe now hold both for tea. Or. in cafe this trade be laid open, 
by compounding for their charter, the government taking the trade into their own hands, 
What a fund of wealth, what increafe of revenue! equal to the whole of the prefent. 
What a new world for trade! The rich, the populous, the luxurious nations of interior 
Alia' all hiftories tell us their extent from Turkey to Japan: thefe are now ihut up from 
the Engliih merchant for the fake of th.is monopoly, admitted by all to be bad, maintained 
by unjuftly obliging a people to buy theIr goods at one haufe, and no where ~Ife; whe~eby 
the fame tea is fold at Gottenburg 100 per cent. cheaper than at home; which alone IS a 
fulfu:ient profit for the fmugglers: nay, it is fuppofed that the revenue does not fuffer a 
lefs fum yearly by that article than 200,000 I. 

" Supported by inRitl:ing oaths on their ':vr~tched agents, has this bane of our peac~ and 
fafety reigned a long courfe of years, .brIngIng poverty upon us by regul~r grada~lOns: 
Without !kill, without indufl:ry, an~ Without wealth, have. the:r proceeded I? the dIfco~
ragement of the former, and difiipatIOn of the latter: nor In thzr:y y.ears tradmg has one }hlP 
Jecn added for the benefit of our navigation: no increafe but of per Junes. 

x x X 2 
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If "any'one doubts w)1ether the exportation, of manufaCIures would: 

lhcrea[e upon laying this trade open, let him refleCt a moment upon the 
1l0nduCl: of the company, refpeCl:ing their fervants carrying: out doth:: 
they lay an abfolute prohibition upon it, which would be needlefs, did, 
they hot know that their [ervants can undelfell them; for the company 
wants not money to fupply all the cloth that can be vended 'l.vith the' 
USUAL profit. In the year' 1741, a feizure was, made in one of the out-,
ports of a huge quantity of cloth, defigned for India" belonging to one' 
of the company's fervants, when at the fame time, by the decay of, our' 
woollen trade, the poors rates were at 8 s. in the pound in fome of our." 
clothing towns; from. whence this. abfurdity arofe, that whilft our,. clo-·"· 
thiers were fiarving, the exportation of cloth was ' a, contraband trade t. 
Thefe feizures. ha.ve happ.ened· frequeJl:tly lince, and our. Tates in mimy' 
manufaEturing towns are 10 s. in the pound~. How very contrary to, 
faCt, therefOre, was, Davenant's- aifer.tion: "A company may fend ·out .. 
manufaCtures. and commodities, but an· interloper may go with ready" 
hullion.,and fpoil their. markets. §!» Tlle very rev-erfeis the cafe.... It ia" 

Hac Fonte derivataclades 
Tn, patriam populumque fluxit;, 

'Rut that others, may difcover clearer evidence of thIS pernicious trade, th~ injury done 
10 our public credit already., , and likely :frill to,do, by carry~ngjt on in the manner above 
mentioned, (for no lefs than-the value,of 350,000 l. in gold and ulver has been fhipp'ed for, 
India. within lefs"than three months lall: pa:fr) and be convinced. of the ab{olute neceffity of 
iutling. an immediate fiop .. thereto; or tbatat leafi it may be limited te three years, and after 
that to be entirely prohibited;. (fitch prohibitions are weak, a ltd favour, of barbarity ; laying the. 
trade.opcn ... would ejfefl it, witboutfuchfiolijh laws) and the exportation to be confined to our 
own manufaCtures only. Thatthefe, under the judicious manag.ement of the regular bred, 
merchant, will. und()ubt~d.ly pr~cure, usa conitant a~d more reafonable fupply'; to fay at one 
half the pre(ent monopolized pnce, th.ough more dIfficult now than at firfi, by the .tafie the 
Ch.inefe.hay,e had of our wife'policy •. 

To appeaHo the llriderfianding of the unprejudited, whether iFthe,trade-be made free and 
rDpen,.accordjng to. the jufi rights of Engli!h-born fubj.eCts, our private merchants, by 
whofe hands alone IS the profit now prod uced to the natIon (or rather the lofs mitigated) 
by Indian commodities, re-expo:-tecL t~ European countries, could not very {hartly employ 
from two to ,three hundred fine capital fblp5; take off 3, 000, 0001. )'wrly oj woollen, linen, and. 
giber m~nufaflures; give real bujine} thereby to more thcm 2:0o,oc~ families now preying upon 
each otl1-er, doubltng the re.VeI1l1C or more; the fears oflefTenIllg.whlch, at this neceffitousjunc-
nne,. are. w.eakly urg~d;" Though/un the N1ent .State of our 'Trade to India, p. I 7~ 

:t Sir M. Decker's Dedim, oj Foreign tmde, 12mo. p. 43. And for other- unanfwerable 
:Hgumenrs, fee Sir J pfiah Child on Trade, p. ! I o. Advantages & De/avantages de la France & 
GralldeBrttagne, p. 236,2"37.251. ".the. LaZUf a,nd,PoJicy of England,. relating to Trade," 
4to: l7 65' p. 97· .Pdfile:hwayte,., Art. Stam, (cop.1edfrom [everal.) R1!eaions" onJhc Eafl.: 
indian aJuIAjru(IlI.Companw, 1695: ,2. 10. 



obfervable'tlIat this writer, in his defence of an excluhve company, 
grounds aIr o.nthe poffefiio~ of forts, &c. which is no objeCtion to a regL~-' 
]ated,one;Nwltnefs our African ... 

If thispoint, of the benefit attending a free trade to the Eafl: Indies,: be
viewed in ever fuch various lights:, the afpect will be in' all the fame: 
the infinitely beneficial confequences of it mufi be apparent. I fay no
thing of t~e regulation df the trade, whether to lay it abfohitely open~ 
or to contmue tne company with great eafe of admiffion to aU who de
mand it: but if the latter., the refiriCl:ions fboul'd be very flight. si:r 
J~fiah Child would have the: pureha[e and charges not to exceed 20" 

Whatever regulatiOns of this fort are adopted, provided the great end of 
at> free trade be obtained, the advantages which would immediately flow 
into the nation at targe, would be prodigious.. Our'manufactures would 
Houriili ; onr poor be fet to work; our :Chipping arid feamen, vamy in
efeafed; the general. profit: of our commerce enlarged; and our public 
revenue immenfely enriched. Thefe are benefits all of the greatell: and 
moD: important kind, and highly deferve the confidel'ation of the legif
lature, Defore they grant a; renewaFof a' motl: pernicious_ charter, which, 
never had ten words- of found reafOIiing urged in its,defence. It. has been, 
frequently proved, that the great body of Britiih mer-chants would make it 
turn to the government's· account, by means of r,equifite fubfcriptions, if 
they would dilfolve the company: which, with the great conieqllential 
inc-reafe of revenue,is fufficieiufure1y to· open the eyes of the moll: pre'" 
j.udiced n.,· 

II The opinion of the grand penlionary de Witte fuould never be forgot, with regard to 
the Dutch India trade, which fiands much more in need of an exdufive chmter thall oms: 
_" The !tates found that,the trade of thefe Soqieties (the Eafi and Weft I nel ia, and G rn u
land Companies) was carried on with fo great prejudice to the refi of the people who were 
excJudeJ1 that if our governors had· then or fhould now deal in the fame manner with tk: 
trade of Europe, by ereCl:ing companies exclufive of all others; for ex-ample,. o,ne compally 
for the dealers in the' Mediterranean; a [econd of the French and Spaniih merchants; J 

third for the eafiern and northern merchants; a fourth for the Britiili and Irifhtraelers; r, 
fifth for the haddock, cod, and herring fi{heries: I fay, if they had clone this; one tenth 
part of our inhabitants woul~ not have been able to live and ea:n their b,re;~d; (0 that H?l
land would foon hav,ebeen Tuwed, even though the, trade·of thole companies had been carried 
on with fo great illdulhy, that notwithfianding any refolutions taken by France, England, 
Sweden, and the, States· of Italy,. todif!:urb-, prohibit, .. and: prevent foreign manufactures, 
and confequentIy thofe of Holland to be brought into. their countries, yet each ()f thok 
compani~s, in the, [mall compafs of our Europe, had dnven a greater trade than the whole 
Eafi India company now drives, to the intomparably greater, mightier, 2nd richer AfL;!, 
both in gobds and money; f0r it can Dot be denied that the free c:;,{tn-n trade alone .. the her
:ring fifhing alone, and the F.~·encb" trade: alone, produce ten timES more profit tDthe il:ate 
and the commonality of Holland,. than twelve or fixteeXl' {hips which yearly fail from Hol
laud. to. the Eafi Indies do now yield to the frate, and; the. inhabitant~/' Thi~ In{f,lgc is· 

HI'j. 



POL I TIC ALE S SAY s. ESSAY VI. 

SEC T. XIII. 

Of the Britijh Commerce with the Coaft qf Africa. 

T HIS moft beneficial commerce was, for many years, under the 
management of an exclufive company; and, like all other branches 

fo conduCted, was carried on with an eye merely to the profit of the mo
nopoly: the nation fuffered greatly; and yet numerous were the writers 
who denounced ruin ~ to the kingdom on the alteration made in it, which 
has proved of fuch ·infinite advantage. I will mention but one faa: 
which was given by a fenfible writer of the laft century: "I {hall only 
take notice," fays he, " how the export of the woollen manufaCtures of 
the county of Suffolk have been reftrained. Before this African company 
was incorporated, the clothiers in Suffolk yearly vended 25,000 cloths 
to Africa; but about two years after this company was incorporated,~the 
clothiers in Suffolk, as they did before, endeavoured to have vended their 
cloths in the African trade, but they were not permitted; and the com
pany would take off but 500, and thofe at fcarce half tne prices they 
were fold before: hereupon, both the great inqueft of Suffolk, (the 
Guildhall and the franchife of Bury) at their next affizes, prefented this 
as a grievance; and implored Sir Jervis Elvais, (who is now knight of 
the ihire for Suffolk) and fome others, to reprefent this to the king and 
council: but the duke of Yark being prefident of this company, no re
clrefs could be had; and fo the cafe now ftands at this day. So it is fub
mit ted to the wifdom of parliament, whether this exaction by this 
company, be not the ruin of many multitudes of poor Englifh artificers; 
and gives the employment in them, as well as navigation to Africk, with 
thefe to the Dutch and other nations *." But notwithftanding this and 
an hundred other fuch facts, which were produced and proved, yet fo 
pernicious a monopoly continued till within thefe few years. It is very 
()bfervable that Suffolk, at this day, has not one cloth manufactory: 
.and no wonder, if one monopoly reduced them in two years 24,500 

very. remarkable, fays a modern fenfiJ:le politician, contains a variety of fa8:s equally curious 
and Important, deferves to be read With the greatefi care, and to be weighed and examined 
with the utmofi attention. 

~ Cafe of the African Company confidered, Bvo. The NecejJity of continuing the African Com
pany's Charter, 4to. The .African T:ade the great Pilla: and Support oj the Plantation Trade, 
4to• An A~drefs to the Legijlature, In favour of t~e Afman Company, 8vo. <J he Folly of laying 
open the Afncan Trade, 8vo. 'Thoughts on 'Trade tn general, and that of Africa in particular. 

* Rejlellions upon the EqJ1lndian and African Companies, by Roger Coke, Efq; 4 to• 
1695. p. 10. . 

7- cloths. 



SECT. XIII. COMMERCE. 

cloths. Were that grand one, the Eaft India company, laid afide, the 
woollen manufactory would flourifh over the whole kingdom. 

The few particulars of the prefent ftate of this trade, which are {cat
tered through our tracts, are foon collected. The exports thither in the 
year 1761, were, 

Utenfils, fiuffs,and fpirits, 
Eaft India goods, .-

The returns are gold-duft, ivory, gums, and fIaves:t. This flight 
flate is [ufficient to prove that the African trade is of very gr<;!at import
ance: but, befides thefe circumfiances, the immenfe article of our Ame
rican colonies dependency on it, renders it to the high eft degree advan
tageous. It would however be much more [0, were we not rivalled in: 
it by our northern colonies; who bring hither their own manufaaures~ 
to the detriment of the Britifh export. The late regulations of ito are 
judicious, and promile fair for being attended with very good effeCl:s §; 

and~ 

t Commercial Principies, &c. p. 2h 

t For the number of Daves purchafed by the Liverpool {hips, fee PofHethwayte, Art. 
England. Who, unJer that article, would look for this account in a diCl:ionary that had, 
the following Dave trade, African trade, African company, Guinea, &c. _? 

§ "A proper attention was :lhewn to the African trade in the article of Bugles, by allow
ing them to be warehoufed free of duty, inftead ofexaCl:ing the whole duty on the importa
tion, and returning it afterwards -in drawbacks: thefe, together with the coarfe printed: 
callicoes, cowries, and arangoes may from henceforward be attainable upon as eafy terms
here as any where elfe: The inducemeats- to bring in f-uch commod~ties clandeftinelyare 
taken away; and fuips failing ,to the coaft of Africa will no longer be tempted to touch in 
Holland or other countries for a fupply: The confequence of which deviation moil: fre
quently was, that they took in alfo gllnpowder, fpirits, and other afI'ortments of goods, and 
made up a great part of their cargoes there. The African trade will be therefore more our 
own than it has been: it is in itfelf greater than it was by the acquifition of Senegal; and, 
a fnrther very liberal plan was adopted in i 765, for improving all its advantages. The com
mittee of merchants who had the management of the whole, were diveil:ed of that part of 
the coaft which lies between the port of Salee and Cape Rouge: the reft was left to them,. 
frrenathened in their hands, by building a block-h-oufe at the important point of Cape Ap
polo~a: that which was taken from them was vefted in the crown; a civil eftabli{hment 
was formed., with jurifdiCl:ion between the rivers Senegal and Gambia: the duties UPOIJ. 

gum are a fund for fupporting it; a regular military force is to be maintained there; and 
ail the fecurities againft domeftic oppreffioll or foreign invalion ; all the benefits, in {hort, of 
a fettled provincial government, are provided for that diftriCt. This muil: be an. encourage". 
ment tothe prefent ~aCl:ories ; it will be the means ofincre?fing them; it may be the founda
tum of future improvements in power, in commerce, and III fettlement, to a degree perhaps, 

91-: 
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~nd, particularly, the forming a civil efiilb1iiliment on a part 6f the eoaft:; 
for olleeffecr of this may be ;t:1~e civilizing II a number of the inhabitants, 
llnd introducing fome of the European cuaoms and refinements among 
them, which would open ;new demands for our ll1anufacrures, at prefent 
unthought of, among a people w,hofe increafe is fo very great~. It has 

, been propofed * to form colonies, for the purpofes' of planting; and thefe'i 
probably, would be found to anfwer perfeClly weIl,.but their fecurity 
could not be fo great &s in our "V eft Indian. if1andtl.,However, it is de
ierving a trial. ; Much to be regretted is it, that we know fa little of the 
inland parts of that vafi continent. ; It has been propofed phiiofophically 
to examine it t; but this nation wants moa to penetrate it [-or the fale, of 
her manufaClures" in exchange f0r valuable commoditieso 

Gmeral Stale,·oj the Britifh Commerce......"Shipping-.Navigation-T01tnage 
, -Seamen,&c. 

'I T,' will·be ufeful here to draw a recapitulation of the faCl:scolIeded ill 
the foregoing fecrions, and to compare them with other general ones 

,concerning the total of Britifh "Commerce. By ··thefe means the reader 
will be the better enabled to form one idea of the extent and fituation of 

, our trade. 

Firft, with.:refpeCl: to imports and exports. 

Imports, 
Exports~ 

. Balance, 

.... 
Baltic Trade. 

.• £.. ·I,OOO,OOb 
2066,000 

f colonization: But, without carrying the idea quite fo far, it will at the leafr certainly 
give ftability, order, and credit to the Briti[h trade upon the coaft, and make our eftablifh. 
ments fuperior in frrength, extent, and influence to tho(e of any_other European power." 
ConJidtrations on tbe 'Trade and Finances of this Kingckn, p. 68. 

~ Plalz for improving the'I'radl of Senegal, 8vo. 1763. P.5. 

4!l Hippi/ley's EJJays on the Populoufoifs, <['rade, &c. of Africa, 8vo. 1764. p. 6. 

'.~ 'The A~vantages of Peace ~n~ Commerce, ·&vo. 1729, p. 12.' I8.-Poftlethwayte's Afri
.. m Expedition, p. 94.~-Dlfllonary of Commerce, Art. Guinea. 

t Maupertuis's Letter tQ the King of Pruffltl. Philological Mifiellany, vol. i. P.361 • 

Holland, 
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Holland, Flanders, and Germany. 
Balance 'in favour of Britain, • , .. 

France; 
13alance againft Britain, ... 3 

Portugal. 

Balance in favou:~ of Britain, -~ 

~ 

italy" 

Ealance againfi Britain, 

Levant. 

Balance in favour of Britain; 

Britain and Ireland. 

In favour of Britain, ... 

Britain and ber Colonies. 

Exports, 
Imports, 

.Balance, 

... 

t..~. 

-
• 

Eafi Indies. 

... 

, ' 

~ 

.-.. 

~ .. 

'. --

-
~ 

'D 

Balance againft Britain (being the export of bullion) about 

Exports, 

Balances in favour of Britain, 
__ --- againft ditto, 

, , 

Africa.· , 

c' 

Britain'-s general gain, .-

Of which, by Ireland and Colonies~ 

Yyy 

.. 

." 

,., .... 
L, 

.. - .. ... -
-.. -

~ -

C· 650,000 --
C. 500,000 --

Co 1,75°,000 --
E· 200,000 --
E· 600,000 

., --
£. 7°0 ,000 --

£. S,S7 1,36$ 
~,900,527 --~ 

670 ,838 ... 
--

E. 900,000 

~--

£. 332,957 ---
4,37°,838 

; Wf-' 334,000 ---
2,036,838 --
1,37°,838 

J~ 



It is imagin.ed thatthe Pllrtuguefe! and'Levant balances-are much exag
gerated, and I be1tyve with rea[on; . but this general bala_n~e cannot be, 
as the intereft paId by Britain to foreigners, for money III her funds,_ 
amounts alone to a larger fum. Something, however, is to be added f~r 
the Spanifh and African trade; but political writers tell _ us, the firft 1& 

'Vety firiall, and' "ihe gold-dun of the laft is not very confidera'ble; 

A modern writer tells us, the expbrts fo foreign parts 
amount to, 

-The imports, ... 

Ealance, .. 
But this includes .neither !.;:dand nor the Plalltations-; 

thefe are, _ 

Total, according to this account, 

~~xports to the Baltic, " 

To the Eaft Indies, about 

[,. 6,:500,00<>-

-

I w ~ ~ _ ;. _ ...... 

5,000,000 

1,'370 ,8'33 

2,870 ,83 8 
&' 

1,000,000 

800,000, 

I,SQO,aOQJ 

This deduCted from the above total6-,soo,ooo I. ,there remains, 4,700,0001 
for aU other countries. 

0:. ',1 infert this actbunt, becaufe I am unwilling to flight any authollrty;, 
butthe calculation is moft undoubtedly tOo low" of which there cannot be: 
~'g-r~aterproof than ;hat Daveriant gives: ,,-, 

Nowt thofe who reflect upon the immenfe increale of our tr~de :flnce 
that period, will eafny believe that there accounts are not to be reconciled. 

The next article }> ilia11 examine is, the fuips and feftmen employed iq 
there trades .. 

. Great humoers certiinly are'-'employed to Germany, 'Holland, Han"'
caer~, the Baltic, France, Spain, Italy, the Levant, and the coaft of 
AfrIca; and yet I can nowhere find even cO,nject:utes Concerning tne 
amount." -

>4 

. ,. SUMld Report t~ thl Commiifonmfar Pub/ic-.d(.olmts, 8'10. 1715- p-. '1r~ 

Th~ 
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Theaffertiatt of.one .-author, thatPartugalemploys I~OO Iargefhips, 
muft.not.be.~epended Qn. 

The coaRing trade, of I So tans, 
The .Plantation trad~"of 300 tons, 
TheNewfoundlandfiIhery, of 200 tons, 
TheEaft India trade, of 300 tons, ... 

Total of thefe articles, 

'Tonnage of the coafting trade, 
----.-- Plantation ditto, 
---filliery, 
---Eaft Indies ditto~ 

~otal, 
t, 

Seamen of the codling trade, M -

f"' -

---~Plantation ditto, .. 
------..-Newfoundlandfiiher1c? 
- .. all otherfi.£heries, 
-----Eaft India ditto, 

'. ... 

-, - -- • 
---

-
~' 

." -- ", .. ; 

Total, ... - --

Anderfon conjeCtures tile number of .fhips trading beyond fea, 
to be, ' .. 

To thefe, if we add the coaiters, there will be ,. ~ -

The total is all employed by .Britain, . -
And, fuppofing the medium tonnage of the latter to ,be 200, 

the amount is, .. 
That -of the coafters, ;,;. - ---. < 

., 

Ships. 
~oo~ 

433 
17 1 

2S ---
450,000 
130 ,000 

34,200 

7,5°0 ---
--

30 ,000 
1'2,3°0 

7,5°0 
12,S-QO 

2,5°0 --
3°00 
30 00 

6000 
-...,. 

600,000 

450,000 

Total tonnage, - ... 1,050 ,000 

-Suppofe the ave!age [eamen in the foreign trading £hips to be 
10, the totalls, - '": .. .. .. 

The coafiers, ... ,.. '" • 
The home fiilieries, 2 .. ~ :; 

l' otal [earneD, 
r" .. .. 

YYY2 

n .. ... 

~~ 

30,000 

30 ,000 

12,50 0 --~ 

72 ,5°0 ... -
1 bav~ 
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I have no conception that the number of feamen can be lefs than this, 
I !hould rather have irpagined them to be above IOO,OOO: and the immenfe 
trade carried on during the laft war, while the government had 70,000 

in their pay, confirms this fUppolltion; but as the above. numbers' are the 
refult, fome of authorities, and others of particular conjeCtures, they 
rnay pollibly be thought more likely to be neaf th'e truth than any general 
conjeD:u~·e. The prefent complirnent .on board the royal navy makes. 
this number up near 100,000. A modern author, before quoted, makes 
the coafiing trade alone to maintain this number; butthat is prodigious; 
and yet he is one of the beft informed and moil: aceurate of my autho .. 
rities, and does not feem at all to be given, to exaggeration;, 

, , 

I cannot well conc€ive the iotal in private fervic,e to be lefi thall' 
JOO"ooo. 

Some writers have caleulated the tonnage at not above Soo,ooo,tons; 
but that is manifefily too low: the flighteft retlection is fufficient to over
turn any fuch ideas. Formet authorities on this head are but Httleto be 
attended to; for there is very great reafon to believe the tonnage, fince 
the lafl: war, greater (han ever it was before in time of pe'ace. Others 
calculate tne number * of £hips, foreign traders and coaffers, at 4000, 
and the tonnage at 320,000; but this is 'an evident contradiction, for the 
medium is only 80 tons; whicq alone is fufficient to invalidate the ac.,. 
'count, This writer calculates the coaiters at juft half the total. 

The tQtal· tonnage of foreign fhips trading to England" on a medium;, 
of the years I:~A:J, 1747, and 1749, was 86,094 t.. , . 

VJhenev~r ca1culations that. ar~ for~~d upon quite different principles 
or fOtlndatlOns, happen to colllclde, It IS at leaft a firong evidence that 
truth is notJar off. 

It is calculated that the total of comme-ce is carried on by 20,000 

ihips t .. N,ow the very ingenious Dr. Campbell § tells us, that if ~he 
iliipping of Europe be divided into twenty parts, Great Britain hath 
fix., This proportion is exadly 6000 fail, which is the totaLin the above 
general account. 

'* The C{'ji of the Britijli lWercbants, Ownc'J's oj SElps, and others. 
t Poi1:lethwayte's DiEtionary, Art. Navigation. ' 

t Tableau Oeconomique, tom. iii. p. 5. O¥rvatiorjj Omnami'4,tm, tom. ii. p. 200~. 
§ Pre/ent State if Europe, p. 2.1, 

SEC T" 
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5 E C T. XV. 

Of the Balance of Trade~ 

T o a ma.nufacturing nation, it is very clearly of great i'mportance 
to know the progrefs of trade from time to time, and to be able to 

difcover pretty accurately the balance; becaufe whatever is paid to other' 
countries in bullion, as a balance upon the year's trade, is jua [0 much 
10fs to any nation that has unemployed poor, or unpurchafed commodi
ties., As to the in confequences of fending away our gold and :GIver, 
confidered merely in itfelf, they are perhaps trivial *; and ihould be' 
coniidered in no other light than a proof that we do not export a due 
quantity of produas and labour. By knowing the balance of each trade, 
we are timely acquainted with thofe articIes in which the induftry of 
foreigners rival us; and are confequently much better enabled to apply 
the nece{fary remedy, than if the evil was unknown to us, or only con-:r 
jeCl:ured. This remark is allowed by all to be juft; but the great diffi
culty and difference of opinion arifes from the means of difcovering the: 
oalance .. 

Thore which have been chiefly d'epende& on by fome,tut rej~aed by 
others" are, 

The Cuftom-houCe entries." 

The' courfe of exchange~ 

The quantity of gold and filver abounding;. 

The quantity of foreign coin. - And" 

The quantity of !hipping. 

In the firft place, the Guftom-houfe entries can give out little illfiglitt 
i~nto the real fiate of the balance; for the quantity of goods: that' are. 
'fmuggled is prodig.ious; and of them the Cuftom-houfe. can give no ac-, 
count. Falfeentnes are common t: the rates are vanous; and many 
articles'are not rated at all. For thefe and other reafons, it is apparent' 

L .' See Hume's Effays, vol. i. p. 341• 

t G.:e's 'I'raal and NtI'lJigatirm oj Gnat Britain cUfljidmd, ,p,. 'l7 L 
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their authority is weak, and accordingly has been rejeCted by numerous 
writers t. 

The courfe of exchange is agreed to be of ufe" like all means whatever 
«5f acquiring knowledge; but that it will point out the general balance 
of our whole trade, or the particular ones of feveral, is clearly contrary 
to truth. That it will not fhew the general balance, appears from this; 
an remittances affect the courfe of e~change, whether they be fubfidies to 
foreign princes, the pay and maintenance of troops, the intereft of 
debts, or the expences of trav.ellers: all thefe articles are confiderable, 
and fufficiently prove that gelleral knowledge is not to be thus acquired. 
And if it be confidered, that the balances to or from nation to nation 
are often transferred to others; that is, thebala:n,ce we owe to one coun
try is paid by bi!Js .of exch,mge upon anoJher, who owe a balance to us" 
in which cafe the courfe of exchange varies indeed, but in quite a dif: 
ferentquarter from the tranfaaions of trade whichoccafionedthat vari
ation: fro.m henc;e., I fay, it is evident the courfe of exchal1ge can tell 
nothing but the TEl\iPOR.AL balance afremittance, but not that of trade. 

The quantity of gold and filver abounding in a country can be no more 
the ilgns to depend on than the preceding ones. Gee fixes on this as the 
true criterion ;" but a very few refleaions will !hew that he wa,S totally· 
miftaken. The interefl:· of debts, fubfidies, foreign wars, andabfentees., 
export gold and filver as readily as the worft of trades; how then can 
the quantity abounding fhew us the flate of commerce? But even if 
none of thefe caufes operated, the maxim would be equally fallacious; 
and for this reafon, a people may export their COill without any of thefe 
helps: the creation of paper currency indubitably drives it away; for 
that being current at home" hut nota,brQad, will flay at home, and the 
univerfal currency be fent abroad. This is generally agreed; but thofe 
who favour paper currency, allow the faa, but draw this.inference from 
it: That it goes abroad in trade to c.ollect more; but that more will go 
off in the fame way. And allowing the full extent of the argument, yet 
the quantity at hom.e can neverfuew the profit of trade. 

Others aff'ert, that the plenty of foreign coin current in any kingdom, 
is t?e [ure fign of any particular trade's (if not the whole) flourifhing. 
ThIS plea has a flrong appearance of reafon, but will not always hold 
good. For infiance, Portugal owes a large balance to Holland, and 

t Gee's .'Trade m:d Navigation of Great Britain conjidered, p. 17 I. Hume's Elfoys, vol. i. 
p. 342 • Sir J. Child cuTrade, p •. 164. Lqnd.M(ll~ vol, xxx. p. 84-

pay~ 
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pays it in c?in; and Holland. owes a balance to Britain, and pays it with 
Portugal com. How does thIS fhew US the balance of our trade with 
Portugal? ~o one ~an affert, that all the Portuguefe coin current in Eng
land comes ImmedIately from Portugal; it is a faa very much to be 
?oubted~ . The currency of fo:ei~n coin fhews evidently that fome balance 
IS greatly- In our fa~our; and If It ceafes, that fome trade is turned againfl: 
us. But another circumftance has a great effea upon the fluctuation of 
all coin, and that is, the intrinuc value of it; for we certainly may have 
vafi payments in it, and yet not an ounce of it current. This is very 
apparent. 

Sir Jofeph Child was certainly, in matters of commerce, a very pene
trating genius, and yet, in this article of the balance, he fixes upon it 
proof as weak as any of the preceding. The quantity qf jhipping is his 
criterion. But furely it is apparent, that much {hipping may be employed 
in-loGng trades; and very profitable trades carried on without any fhip-

. ping at all. It would therefore be very firange, if fhipping proved the 
balance. Great numbers of ihips may be employed to carry out coin in 
return for brllky -commodities; fhould we conclude therefore, that, in pr'o
portion to the quantity, the nationa:l trade thrives? No, furely. But let 
us drop the idea of naval power for a minute, as we are fpeaking merely 
of trade, and fuppo[e that the nation had no fhipping at all, would this 
make foreigners the lefs willing to purchafe our, lead, our corn, our tin, 
or manufactures? On the contrary, would they not be more eager to do it 
on account of the freight? Shduld we be obliged to purchafe any larger 
quantity of their manufactures than was agreeable to us? And might not 
fhebalanee be infinitely in our favour neverthelefs? Experience can an
fwer all thefe queries. This' was tlie cafe with France before Colbert 
-arofe. Several French writers ha'Ve attempted to prove, that fhe received 
of her neighbours a greater proportional balance while the Dutch had 
the navigation of all her products f6r fale, than fhe did in her more 
brilliant days: All agree, that her commerce of this fort was immenfely 
great. Shipping, feamen, nacvigation, and naval power, a:e great 
and magnificent po:ffeffions j but let them never be brought In com
petition with the fale of produas and manufactures; for in a fcale 
of value, the cargo is furely of abundant greater confequence than 
the vehicle that conveys it. People that have much fhipping make 
much noife in the world, and are every where known and talked of:~ 
thofe who fell their ptodutl:s to whoever will come for them, are never 
{een from home, and little thought of; but their profitable balance may 
e:x;ift without· any of the buftle which iliiEping occafions. \Vas- die 

7 balance 



POL I TIC ALE S SAY s. ESSAY VI. 

balance of trade againfl: France in the laft years of the late war, when her 
:£hipping was demoliihed? Is the balance of trade againft China and Japan, 
who poifefs, comparatively fpeaking, fcarcely any ihips? - This idea of 
fhipping, marking the-oalance of trade, is a mere chimera. No one can 
have a greater idea of the confequence of {hipping and [eamen, and par
ticularly to this country, than myrelf; but as to fuppofing it the criterion 
of the balance or national profit of a trade, it is totally inconfiftent with 
common experience and the leafl: refleCtion. 

It may be anced, If I am fo free in rejeCling the fyftems eftabliihed by 
-Dthers, whether I have any to offer in their fiead? In anfwer to which, 
I ihall freely offer my conjeCture amongfl: others, which is, that, circum
Ranced as Britain is, it is impoffible to fix on any general maxim as a 
criterion to judge of the bahmce of trade. I have refleCted on this fub
j~~ with the utmofl: attention I am able, and can devife no means of dif
covering whether the balance is for or againfl: us. An exact regifier of 
.all exports and imports, clandefiine' as well as legal, would tell it at once: 
But fuch a regifier is an impoffibility, according to the prefent fyfiem of 
revenue. vVe have found, that the feveral ideas above-examined are 
all fallacious. If we confider the cafe with a little attention, we iliall 
find equal difficulties in forming other ideal bounties of the nation '8 com-

1 

merceD .... 

The circumftances which render an attempt of this fort fo impraClicable 
are~ the rums [pent in England by Iriih and Weft Indian abfentees 
(which have nothing to do with the balance of trade); thofe expended by 
Engliih travellers; the intereft paid by Britain to foreigners for money 
lodged in her funds; and,laftly, the expenees of continental connections, 
which are immenfe. AU thefe amount to great fums, and are attended 
in all national refpects with the fame effeas as. favourable or unfavour
able balances of trade; confequently, there refults prodigious, if not in
{uperable, difficulties, in afcertaining the difference between their effeCls 
and thofe of commerce. Paper currency finiihes the lift. If the former 
objections were removed, this would involve ~he whole in obfeurity. 

If none of thefe caufes operated, the quantity of coin, bullion, and 
pbte, in the kingdom, with excifes to tell the amount of what was con
furr: ed in laces and emb~'oideries, would be an infallible rule to judge by; 
whIch could never decelve, becaufe thefe could then be increafed by no 
means but by a favourable balance, nor deereafed but by an unfavourable 
one. But it is evident enough, that this is very far from being the cafe 
~t pre[ent. 

. Xbe 
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,The flourilhing ftate of manu~aCtures traced to any particular amOUnt, 
WIll not ihew whether trade IS for or againft us, becaufe the trade 
of produCts is independent of them. It is pollible to have half our manu
facturers ftarving, and yet a'greater balance than the prefent fuppofed one 
brought in from the export of products alone. 

Vice verfa; the decay of the latter cannot prove it, becaufe the fonner 
may flouriili proportionably. 

The ftatepfpopulation cannot prove it, becaufe it is fo much affected 
by circumftances that have no connection with foreign trade. 

The confumption of great quantities of foreign luxuries cannot prove 
even a decline, contrary to Sir James Stewart; becaufe, at the fame time 
fuch confumption may be more than balanced by an exportation of raw 
commodities. 

The rife or fall of the rents of land cannot pollibly prove it, becaufe 
they are affected by the quantity of paper current, by taxes, by a general 
wrong balance, owing to the above-mentioned caufes; all which may 
operate againft land, while the balance of trade favours it. 

The number of unemployed poor cannot prove it, becaufe that is 
affected by the ftate of agriculture and manufactures, which are but two 
foundations for trade out of many; and by many other caufes. The 
number of unemployed poor in France is immenfe, although the balance 
of trade in favour of that kingdom is very great. 

In ihort, circumftances whi<;h are not the proof may be multiplied 
without end, and we ihall be never the nearer difcovering what, is the 
proof. 

The beft knowledge we can gain is that of the cuftom-houfe, becaufe 
in their entries there is fame foundation to calculate upon; whereas in 
other methods there is none. And although the amount of fmuggling is 
-very great, and numerous entries fa.lfe; yet, by means. of minute, and 
attentive comparifons between one article and anoth~r at d,lfferent penods, 
fome ihrewd gueffes may be made at the truth, WhlC~ :"'111 a~ways prove 
much more fatisfactory than any other means of acqmnng thIS. ~ranch of 
commercial knowledge. As to the prefent balance of the Bntlih trade, 
I attempted to ihew by thefe means in the preceding fectioD, that it was 
pretty confiderable in her favour. 

" Z z z It 
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It may, perhaps, here be aik:ed, Vvnat are the confequences to this 
nation of a right or \vrong 8:l1ance of trade? Tbefe dep~nd totally upon 
the n .. -tent, and the demands of another kind upon her. If the rental of 
the ITifh and Vfen Indian cftates LhClt 9.re [p~;'Jt in Eng1111cl be not [uffi
'Cient to pay theinterefi of her debts, the Inbnce of trade muit be foappE,:,cl; 
:and if all is infufl.1cient, paper and credit comes In. Nothing, however, 
'Can be dca,fer tha11 the mifchief of owiDg more than can be paid without 
the Jeaf!: extraordinary operation. Such a balance of trade therefore, 2S 

will not pellTlit this kingdom's paying dl demands on her in a common 
'ceurfe of bufinefs, mufl: be of pernicious confequences. It mufi, howc\Ter, 
'be remembered, that we may 1'0 increafe our debts to foreigners, that no 
balance that can well be conceived probable can enable us to pay their 
.interell. 

A balance 'in our favour is a proof that foreigners take more produC{.s 
cand fabricks from us than we do fi:om them, which is an advantage of the 
highefi: con[equence, becau[e it fuggefis at lean: a {hong probability that 
"they employ more 'Of our poor than we do of theirs. But even this is not 
thereby proved; for if our exports are raw unmanufaCtured produCts, and 
'Our imports thofe which have received the lafl: hand, a conflderable 
'balance maybe in our favour, and yet the trade difadvantageous; and 
tEor the above feafons, becaufe we employ a greater number of their poor 
than they do of ours. 

For this reaIon the balance may, upon the whole, be againfi us, (as far 
as it relates to trade alone) and yet the commerce very beneficial, and upon' 

• r- ", 1 f 
:~·reSljely t Je .:ame account. 
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SEC T. XVI. 

Comparifon bct'I{Jcen the Commerce of Great Britain and that ofotherGountries. 

T HE reader will not expeCt to find a complete fiate of the trade of 
. Europe laid. before him in this feaion: If it is fo very difficult to 

gam an adequate Idea of our own commerce, much more fa mufl: it be to 
acquire one of foreign trade. But although perfection cannot even be 
thought of, a concife view of thofe particulars which are to be met with 
in various authors may have its ufe, and give us a better idea of the weight 
of Great Britain in the commercial world than if they were entirely flighted. 

The Dutc;h claim the firfl: attention. I {han begin with thofe branches 
in which they are almofl: unrivalled. In the EaH: Indies they are con ... 
fdTedly fuperior in trade to all the world; the particulars, however, of 
this trade, are no where/atisJaClorily to be found. Such circumftances 
as have any thing conclufive in them are very foon colleCled, and prove 
clear enough the. immenfe importance of the Dutch India trade. 

The number of {hips they employ in it amounts generally to between 
feventy and eighty; that is, about forty outward, and thirty-fix home
ward bound *. But their great fuperiority over England does not confifl: 
chiefly in the ihipping that is employed by it, but in the value of the car
goes; as an infl:ance of which, take the articleJPices, among a great many 
others common with other companies. 

One year with another tI1e produCt of doves is ~ ,000,000 of pounds t; 
of nutIl1egs, 800,000 +; of mace, 200,000 II; of cmnamon, I,OOO,OOj § ; 
their {hare of the pepper amounts to 5000 tons ~r. 

The product of thefe fpices at the company's fales- in Holland may he 
thus computed: 

100,000 lb. of cloves, at 10 s. perl pound, 
800,000 lb. of nutmegs, at 6 s. 6 d. "? 

200,000 lb. of mace, at 18 s. 
I 000,000 lb. of cinnamon, at 10S. - -

5~00 tODS of pepper, at I s. 3 d. per pound J!~\ 

- £. 500,000 

275,000 

180,000 

soo,oeo 
7°°,°00 

Total, Q,I55,OOO 

"" Afodern Univer{al Hiftory, vol. x. p. 468. -rIb,454· t Ih.J60 .. I! lb. § lb. 449. 
~ Davenant on Public Revenue Gll,/ 'Trade, vol. ii p. 62. OJ rbe Eojt India Tratlt. 
,>j< I have la:d the peppcr low, as the quantity feems fo ,very large j and perhaps Davenant 

d h rta 'lDly dl·d in ]l1crting the Dutch fplce trade 1O amoullt 011 the Whole to exaggeratc· ,a3 e ce " 
jix millions. 

Z z z '2. That 
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That the profit upon this produCt is immenfe1y great, may be gathered 
from this circumIl:ance; the moIl: valuable of them coIl: the company in 
India fo little as about an halfpenny per pound ,i\ Davenant fays the 
pepper cofts them two-pence. 

3,000,000 lb. at ~ d. 
5,000 tons, at 2 d. -
Freight of 14,Qoo,000 lb. at 3 d. t 

Total charge, 
Profit, 

- - £.6,200 

93,3 00 

I77,500 --
277,000 

1,878,000 

From this flight {ketch it appears very clear, that the Dutch Eaft India 
lrade is greatly fuperior to that of Britain. 

In their fiilieries the Dutch are equally fuperior to us. Their herring 
hiliery was for ages regularly on the increafe. It has been computed, 
that it employed Booo buifes, ihips, and veifels of all forts; Q50,000 fea 
and fiiliermen; and Q 50,000 netmakers and curers t. This is an im
menfe calculation; and yet the great De Witt himfelf aiferts, that 
450,000 people were employed by it in his time in the province of Hol
land alone §, which is a confirmation. It is afferted by others, that the 
value of the fiiliery amounts to 10,000,000 I. annually to them. In the 
laft century they undoubtedly catched 300,000 laft annually of herrings 
alone, befides cod, ling, hake, &c. and, at the medium of prices, thefe 
were worth 5,000,000 I." Other writers, however, aifert, that this fiihery 
is much fallen off at prefent: The following is a ftate of it in the year 
J748, as given by a modern author. 

1t employed ihips from 70 to 100 tons, 
Fiiliermen, 
Seamen, &c. 
They caught, lafis of fiili, 
'Vorth, 

-
-

1,000 

-- 14,000 
86,000 

BS,ooo 
~ £ .r,7°0,000 

This fiate makes it of prodigious confequence; and an incredible nur
fery of feamen. 

~ Modern Univctjal H!flory, vol. x. p. +53-
:!: Britannia Languens, p. 31. 

• Smith's England's Improvements revived, p. 249. 
~ Avantagis et Defovantages, &c. p. 1+3-

~ 

t DavelOant, ut fupra. 

§ Memoirs, p. 34 • 

Their 
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Their Greenland fifuery has certainly not declined; fame writers are 
of opinion, that it is greater at prefent than ever it was; while the Eng~ 
liih poffe£fed a fhare of theirs, it amounted to a vaft fum. 

In forty-fix years, ending 17~I, they employed in it 6,995 [hips. 
Caught, -- - - '/(, 32,908 whales. 
Value, at 5001. each t, 16,000,000/. 
The medium crew of the fhips is forty men and 

boys; the total number therefore t -
Ships per annum, _ 
Seamen, ditto, 
Value, ditto, ..!...-

279,800 
151 

6,c)00 

347,8~61~ 
Value of the herring and whale fifhery per annum, 

according to the laft and leafi account of the former, 2,047,8261~ 

A very little refleaion will be fufficient to ihew the vaft importance of 
fifueries which bring in fuch prodigious fums, and employ fuch num
bers of feamen j nor are the feamen the only people employed, the num
ber on land in building, fitting out, and repairing the {hips, and making 
the numerous nets and fifhing implements, mufi be incredibly great. 

The Baltic trade is the moil confiderable carried on by the Dutch in 
Europe, and immenfely great; employing confiantly no lefs than 1200 

fail of largeihips 1/. Prodigious magazines of all the Baltic produasare 
ready in Holland for the fouthem markets, which they almoft wholly 
fupply. The fhips ufed in this trade are all bulky, and of great burden" 
fo that we cannot efiimate them at lefs than 300 tons upon an average,., 
which makes 360,000 tons of fhipping j and the feamen, reckoned at nQ· 
more than I~ to the iliip, amount to about 15,000. 

To thefe' branches of their commerce, we lhould add their trade to Bri
tain, France, and all the fouthern parts of Europe, Baltic produce excepted; 
likewife, their African and Weft Indian commerce ~ all thefe are of confe
quence, and muft undoubtedly employ a great number of ili~ps; parti
-culars of them, however, I cannot difcover~ 

'it PoftJe~hwayte's Diaionary, Art. Greenland; 

t Anderfon's Deduaion, &c. vol. ii. p. 350. 

t Elkin's Memorial to Sir John Eyla. 

1m Nugent's Grand 'Tour, vol. i. p,,28. 

"-
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I ihall next examine [uch parts of the French commerce as are known 
.~ith any tolerable certainty; and, firO:, their plantation trade, which 
will be foon difpatchecl, as the amount of their 'Veil: Indian products are 
already infertt:d in another place. 

68,000 hogilieads of Britiih fugar, exported to Europe, 
formed 5 I,OOO tom;. 120,000 hogilieads, therefore, the 
~,French product, make 90,000 tons, and the proportion of 
men taken, as before minuted, for the Britiih iilands, the 
total employed by the article, fugar, in France is 

Coffee, indigo, &c. is not quite a fourth of the value; bu t as 
they are by no means fo bulky, we will call the ihipping 
employed by them a fixth 1 or 

Total, 

g,ooo 

N. B. MoO: of the French melaffes and rum are bought by Englifh 
!hips. 

A modern writer ,,\(- makes the number of feamen employed 
by this trade - 9,°50 

Medium, 

I may here be permitted to remark, that coincidence within lefs than 
a thoufand men is fomething of a proof that the preceding calculations 
are not far from the truth. The fame writer fays, the number of their 
;{hips employed in this trade is 336. 

,.iIi' 
The Newfoundland fifhery of France is faid by a late writer t to ,be 

four times greater than that of Britain; if fo, its flate is as follows: 

Vaine and freight of the fi{h, 
Ships, .--
Seamen, 
Another author t makes the French fiihery to produce 
A third § makes it -

£. I,272,000 
684 

30,000 

[. I,35°,000 

981 ,692-

* An Amlillt of ,be Southern ]l;iarilime Provinces of Frc7iz,·t, 4to . 17 64, p, 133· . 

t Prefent State, p. 175. t Heathcote's Leiter, p. 26. 

~ Sir William Pepperel's Journal, 
The 

I 
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The medium of thefe accounts, 

One of thefe writers makes the :/.hips * 
Another t, 
·If fouf times greater than Britain's, they are 
A fourth t makes it 
The medium, 

'The number of feamen, one afferts to be § 
Another II, ' -- -
If four times larger than,Britain's, 
Another writer makes them ** 
:lVledium, -

Recapitulation,-Value, 
Ships, 
Seamen, 

543 

£. 1,200,000 

I']50 

564 
684 
40 5 
750 

1S,97° -
30 ,096 
3°,000 
2,7,SOO 
Q5,OOO 

£. 1,:WO,OOO 

75 0 

25,000 

The Levant trade of France IS thus fiated by a modern writer tt.: 

Ships, 
Tonnage, 
Men, 

And llkewife, of the followirig branches -of commerce. 

Spain, -- Ships~ 
Tonnage, 
Men, 

Portugal, - Ships, 
Tonnage, 
Men, 

Barbary, - Ships, 
Tonnage, 
Men" 

Holland, - Ships, 
Tonnage~ 
'Men, 

772 

59,832 

9,284 . 

Then to 

Q8g 
18,268 

2,96z 
32 

3,297 
,,.,6 

"".'-;:. 

56 
2,750 

485 
69 

5,01 5 
57£ 

'l HeathDote's Letter, p. 26. -r 'Sir Vlil1iam Peppel'e1. ' 
J: ACCOlillt of the lllaritimg Pro'&'/::2CCJ of Ft'a/JCe, p. I 33·§ 1 biJ. 
;i Heathcote, p. 26. . ** Pepperc-l. 

c., •• p . ,FT;' 
/Zaolmt of the lJIa'llime r07JuueJ 0; J.'rame, p. 133-
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" Britain and Ireland,-Ships, -- 54 

Tonnage, - 1,982 
Men, - ~o6 

The North, - Ships, - 2S 
Tonnage, - 1,760 
~en, ---- 234 

Guinea, -, Ships, II 

Tonnage, - 1,780 
~en, - 518 

Eaft Indies, Ships, 12 

Tonnage, - - 6,010 

Men,. - 1,454 
Flanders, Ships, 12 

Tonnage, ' - 682 
Men, - 101 

Herring fiihery, - Shi ps, : - 181 
Tonnage, 4,824 
~en, 3,124 
Value in proportion to the Dutchfhips, £,307,000 
Ships, -- 29 
Tonnage, 5,8 I 5 

Whale fiiliery, 

Men, 1,534 
Value, in proportion to the Dutch, £. 66,800 

To there I £hall add their coafiing trade from Bourdeaux, &c. 
to Rouen, which is faid by ~r. Pofilethwayte to employ 
from IS0 to 200 fail; let us, to avoid the imputation of 
exaggeration, call it . -

Tonnage, at 100, the medium, 
Men, at 9 * to each fbip, -

Recapitulation. 

Total ihips t, -'" 
Tonnage, 
Seamen, 

Great Britain's coafting trade was found to employ 
The whole French commerce, 

The former alone, fuperior by 

*" This is the proportion of their lhips trading to Holland. 

15,000 

1350 

- Q,778 
279,540 

57,588 
3,000 :!hips. 
2,778 

222 

t If the {hipping of Europe be 20,000, Dr. Campbell fays France poffeffes 2000. 

The 
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The tonnage of Britain's coafiing trade, 
That of all French ihips, -

The former fuperior by 

Seamen of Britain's coafting trade, 
Plantation ditto, - -
Fifheries ditto, 

All the French commerce, 

The former fuperior by -

- 30 ,000 

01Q,300 

20,000 

-

545 

Thefe heads of comparifon reduce the parallel toa very plain flate~ 

The whole commerce of France has, by a modern writer *, been va
lued at 8,750,000 per annum, but evidently too low: his defign, how
ever, was to undervalue every thing but agriculture. 

It would be mere trifling to compare the commerce of Britain with that 
of any other power than Holland and France. 

SEC T. XVII. 

OJ the Importance. of Commerce. to Great J3.ritain--The Means of promoting 
. It-And ConJellures on zis future State. 

I N this feaion I ihall fpeak of commerce in its common extent, com
prehending the poifeffion of ihipping and the employment of feamen. 

I fhall avoid entering minutely into the examination of a point that has 
been canvaifed by a million of writers; only touching on a few circum
fiances, which it is requifite fhould not be wholly omitted in this Eiray. 

The importance of trade to this nation confifis in, fidl, the employ
ment of our poor; jecondly, the acquifition of riches; thirdly, the fup
port of naval power. A very few word.s will :Chew that thefe interefis are 
in fome meafure diftina, and certainly of high importance. It may 
perhaps be thought, that the employment of our po~r,. an? the .acquifi
tion of riches being the fame thmg, I have made a dlihnchon without a 
iiifference. I do not deny their being in fame refpetls the fame thing, 
but certainly not in all; a lofing trade, that is, one in which .the bala?ce 
is againft us, may employ vafi numbers of our poor. The nnportatlOn 

,. Les lntfr~ts dt 1(1 France mal entendus, tom. ii. p. 325. 

4 A of 
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of raw commodities to be -manufaCtured has palpably this effect, even 
if the whole amount is paid for in cai11. If fuch manufaCcures are con
fumed at home, provided it be by the rich, the benefit of the trade is 
not' thereby impeached: And this fufficiently proves) that a plain diflinc
tion may be jufl:ly made between the employment of our poor and the 
acquiiltion of riches. 

An increafe of riches, in [orne fituations, is no farther defirable than 
as they increafe induflry: in fuch cafe, the principal aim of commerce i:J 

the employment of fuch of the poor as the efiablifhed ag;riculture and ma
nufaCtures will not maintain; for commerce inCl"eafes both; befides 
immediately employing great numbers. A people may carryon much 
trade in feHing their produCts and manufaB:ures to foreigners in their 
own ports, as was remarked before; but in that fituation, neither their 
agriculture nor manufaCtures can be carried on to near the extent and per
feaion which attends a briik trade being joined with them. Where a 
fingle purchafer is found in one cafe, a thoufand will be met with in the 
other; and the more produCts and manufaCtures a nation fells, the more 
of her poor is undoubtedly employed. 

The heR markets for thefe are found out and preferved by commerce; 
for without it, a kingdom would fell nothing but what her neighbours 
could neither do without themfelves, nor fupply others with. If Portu
gal demanded cloth, and the Dutch fLlpplied them, they moft undoubtedly 
would give the preference to their 0-\-.'11; and as long as they could pollibly 
fupply the market, would never buy ours for that purpofe. Without 
commerce, the immenfe confumption l1I:::\7ife, and fingular benefits of 
colonies could not be enjoyed: aU v,-hich is fufficient to prove, that 
foreign uade is of prodigious cOl"':.fqEence to the increafe of the fi:tle of 
produB:s and manufaCtures, and cO~lfc'l')'::'11d y to the employment of the 
poor. 

If it is faid that con.:merce, by increaGng of luxury, decreafes popula
tion, occauons a grcz,te~- :~le:rL~1lity among rl1ankind, and adds to the num
ber of the poor, I CtI1f',Y::l-; f) does every thing but feudal barbarity; 
manufactures, agrlGllture, e.S (l trade, 8:::.c. 8,:c. and that there is fcarce 
any medium hetiNeen a f:z,te of pollfn villain2ge and a commercial pro
fperity. Switzerh:n::l, without a fingle ihip or a port, experiences the 
latter. But conjeCtures about the decreafe of lIlankind, in confequence of 
luxnry, are very equivocal, and never amount to 3. proof. In [neat cities 
the faa is undoubted, but the cafe may be very diB-erent with ~ nation at 
hrge. That luxury increafcs the number of the poor, there can be no 
d{)ubt; but at the f8.rr!.e time it furniihes'them 'iyith the means of employ-

I me~ 
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ment and fubtifience: if they fail of reaI)inO' this benefit from it the fault 

fl
' . b , 

moft a' uredly IS not in commerce or luxury, but the government under 
which they live. There is no caufe fo powerful as to operate beneficial 
t,ffeC1:s contrary to th~ i~fluence of bad government, or a want of good. 
S~ppofe we have a l":-lllh?l1 o~ unemployed I:0.or in England, can anyone 
01 common penetratIOn Imagme that the Bntlili government could not {~t 
them to work, an~l make them maintain. themfelves to the ~dvantage of 
the whole commumty r Vie lhould not rall at commerce and ItS attend an t 
luxury for effects pernicious, merely for want of abilities to render them 
beneficial. ' 

In a kingdom vvhere the foil is well cultivated, where numerous manu
faCtures are efiabli!hed, and where a large foreign trade is carried on, no 
one need be idle or unemployed, if the laws be fuch as encourage in
dufhy alone: all will be bufy and diligent; all maintain themfelves and 
families; everyone will live comfortably, and add to the fl:ock of the 
public: the-good influence of commerce will be fufficiently apparent. 

So much to the employment of the poor; the acquifition of riches is 
quite another affair. 

Great Bri tain has almoft periodically a confuming war to carryon 
againfi a powerful neighbour; and {he has the interefi of immenfe debts 
to pay to foreigners: ihe has likewife prodigious internal expences to 
fupport. All thefe demand a great revenue; and every branch of indufl:ry 
mufl: ihare in fupporting the burthen: agriculture, manufactures, and 
commerce. \Vhatever has by degrees been brought to yield, through 
either firfi or fecond caufes, a large revenue, is become not only beneficial, 
but an qbfolute neceffity. suppore the public income 10,000,000 I. and 
the neceffary expences as much, and that commerce .and its confequences 
pay one--thir,J of this; if that third~ il~ cafe.of failure, cannot be el~e~here 
fupplied and eafily too, c.ommerce.ls mdubltably a neceffary. ThIs IS not 
t11,:: place to ['late proportIOns of this fort ~ccurately; b~t the prefent flate 
of Great Britain is {omewhat reprefented 111 the fuppofitlOn. 

NOVI, although great taxes are r~ifed o.n lofingo as, well ~s advantag~ous 
trades, yet in proportion 0 to the :lches IS the con.iumptIOn of a natl.on; 
and whatever trade is earned on wlth a balance agamft a people, certamly 
impoverifhes them; and n.~ logic .is requifit;r~'o prove,. that a poor people 
cannot con[ume equally wah a fl~h one, the gene~;:tl plan of mJ:odern 
taxation in moil: of the European kiflgcloms and fl:ates IS ~hat on cO:11ump
tion; the excifes in Britain form much the brgefi part ot the pubhc reve-

4. A :l nue: ... 



PO LIT I CAL E S SAY S. ESSAY VI. 

nne ~ And we may be affured; that the cufioms paid on the imports of a 
lofing trade (unlefs on commodities to be re-exported, or further manufac
tured) by no means equal the confequent lofs in excifes, by the decreafe of 
the national riches from this confumption. The mere poffeffion of riches 
is not the great point (though of no fmall confequence); it is the confump
tion they occafion, the indufiry they give rife to, and the infallible jour ... 
ney they regularly take to the coffers of the public. 

This idea is not, however, to be carried to an infinite extent, becaufe 
an over-quantity of riches is pernicious, in raifing the prices of every thing 
too high, and doing mifchief thereby to the general induftry. I extend 
the reHeCtioIl no further than the aCtual or probable nec~ffities of the flare. 

As Great Britain pays fuch imm'enfe fums in intereft to foreigners; is at 
fuch prodigious confiant expences of governmeat; and is never far 
removed from the expeCtation of a war; and as much of her revenue de
pends on commerce and its confequences (which are by-the-bye much 
greater than at firft apparent); for thefe reafons, a regular acquifition of 
riches by commerce is become an abfolute neceffity of ftate. 

l.aftly; in refpeCt of naval power. This point will require very little 
attention to fettle. While Britain has fo powerful an enemy to cope with 
as France, fame [yfiem of military power muff be formed for defence; to' 
fay nothing or plans of attack. This fyfiem muft be that of land or fea: 
forces. The firft, to be depended on altogether, would perhaps be infuffi--
6ent; moft certainly it would be dangerous to liberty: But if both thefe 
objeCtions were removed, there remains another very material one; it is 
naval power alone that can proteCt, defend,· and fecure the po{feffion of 
any colonies. The mofi powerful' armies would- alone be ufelefs in this 
refpedL A fuperior French fleet, with ten thoufand men, would reduce 
naIf the Britifh colonies, though an army of ten times that number was 
encamped at Portfmoutn, without a fleet to waft and convey them. As
a navafpo'vver can.have no other foundations than an extended commerce, 
there wants no other proof to {hew that commerce is neceffary to Great' 
Britain! independent either of the employment of the poor, or the acqui-
fition· of riches .. _ -' 

n. The means of pro mot log this branch oflnduf'cry are fo prodigioui1y
vartous and extenfive, that it wiIl not be expeCted every particular iliould 
he explai-nedhere. It. would fill volumes upon a fubjeCl: that has filled a
thoufan-d ~lready; a few rema~'ks, however, are neceifary, and efpecially 
IS' the fubJea be found to admIt any that are not already hackneyed by 
con-1mon ufe, 

It 
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It has been generally afferted, that the fluctuations of trade from natiotr 

to nation are owing to high prices of the neceffaries of life, which raife 
the price of all products, manufactures, merchandize, &c. &c. and, in 
iliort, every thing that receives the leaf!: value from labour: And as thefe 
high prices are the effects of riches, and as riches are the effeC1:sof trade, 
trade def!:roys itfelf. I :£hall only remark at prefent, that how jufi fo
ever this idea maybe, it is but an idea, and no where clearly to be traced' 
in modern hifiory. The Dutch carryon an immenfe trad,e at prefent irr 
oppofition to very powerful and induf!:rious rivals; and yet the neceffa
ries of life are now dearer in.,Holland than in any part of Europe. We' 
have rivalled them in many articles very fuccefsfully, and yet no one can 
prove that our fuccefs has been owing to a greater cheapnefs of provi
fions. The French have rivalled both, and yet it is fuppofed that an 
Englilhman earns a greater proportion of wages, in proportion to the 
neceffaries in both countries at the fame prices, than a Frenchman ean do. 
But thefe affertions can be nothing but ideas, and founded on no proof;, 
hecaufe we have not at any period had an exaCl comparifon between the 
prices of neceilaries in different manufacturing'countries drawn to a head~ 
and a complete parallel between them. There can De no doubt but 
prices might be imagined fo high as to defiroy all indufiry; Dut this is, 
mere imagination. Great intereft for money, monopolies, want or-frocks 
in trade, want of fkill in agriculture and manufactures, injudicious taxes~ 
&c. &c. &c. thefe and a thoufand other circumftances may operate' 
againft the growth of commerce, and' their evil confequences be attributed 
to what are called high prices of provifions. 

Whenever trade In general, or anyone brancn in particular) decIines" 
the £irft buDnefs is to difcover the nature and extent of the evil. If any· 
difcouragements or burthens exift, which are fuppofed to affect it, they 
rhould' be immediatcIy removed'; but if thi~ does not work the defired 
effeCl:, fuch encouragements iliould be given by the government as bid 
faireft for fuccef's. The evils of trade generally confifl: in,beingunderfold 
by other nations.- -

Let us fuppofe tlie article o~ trad~ which .declines, to D; tlie exp?rt of 
. [orne important manuf<,tcture In whIch forelgne~s underlell us, wlth.out:: 

making their goods better than ours. In thIS. cafe, a general VIew 
fhould be taken of fuch manufacture, and every Clrcumftance confidered 
that can enable others to fell it cheaper; the plenty and price of the ori
ginal raw materia~ :£hould be examined; the ~~thods o,f manufacturing 
it. whether. the rival people poifefs any macnmes whIch perform that 
w~rk with them which with us is the effeCt of manual labour: Th~ 
pr.ice, plenty, an'd goodnefs of all extraneous commodities which arc 

7 ured 
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l).fed in the manufaB:ul'e, fuch as dyes in woollen, &c. goods, oak 
barl:: in leather, cord wood in iron, &c. all duties, cuftoms, excifef, 
&c. ihould be examined, that have the leail reference to the manufac
ture in quefcion. VVhen fuch a furvey is taken, the requifite meafure will 
be known with certainty, and a flight affiftance very judicioufly applied 
will avail more than a large one hazarded at random. . Affiftance fufu
cient to reftore the exportation fhould, however, be determined on at all 
events; for no expences that can effeB: it can be of fuch ill confequences 
as the 10fs of a branch of exportation. Thefe remarks are equally appli
cable to the trade of commodities, to fifheries for exportation, &c, &c. 
vVhen eyery other endeavour fails, bounties illould be given: They cannot 
fail: n? private manufaCturers and merchants can rival a government. 

But fuppofe, trade in general declines, without any particular reafons to 
be aHlgneu, except that of a general rivalihip, what then is to be done? 
V/hy, a general and ipirited reform of all thofe evils which have probably 
contributed to the misfortune; an annihilation of all companies anCl mo
nopolies; a due regubtion of paper currency; a repeal of fnch taxes as 
operate againft indufiry; bounties upon exportation; a firong endeavour 
to open new markets; theie and many other means might be taken to 
preferve trade from declining in any nation: But there are rome others 
peculiar to Great Britain. 

If this nation pre[erves her colonies fecmely to herfelf, and prevents their 
interfering with the manufaCtures and produCts of their mother-coun
try; and a political attention be given to other trades, (without extend
ing it fo far as the taking off of taxes or giving bounties) anyone may 
venture to aifert, that it is impoffible the trade of Britain ihould decline; 
on the contrary, it llluH regularly increafe with the increafe of the colo
nies. And this branch of our commerce is, and muft be, (under thefe 
circumftances) fo very confiderable, that, added to our coafting trade and 
fii11eries, it will occaGon {uch a circulation of indufiry, fuch large flocks in 
merchants hands, and fuch an extenfive navigation, that a nation poifef
fing [0 mUQh mufl: poffefs more; a flure of other trades mufi be enjoyed by 
it in fpite of all rivalry. Here then are the great means of preferving, and 
even incrcafing the commerce of Great Britain: the particular methods 
of managing this bufinefs have been treated already in another place. Let 
her manage her colonies in a poEtical manner, and all the melancholy 
ideas of a 10fs of trade through too h~g-;1 prices of provifions, &c. 'will b~ 
found mere dreams. 

Let the colonifls [pread themfe1ves over t~Ult vafl continent; provide 
them with fiaples, and they \;;rill never :nanuf,.a:ure, 

Form 
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Form a chain of fettlements acrofs the Pacific Ocean, and open a trade 
with the great fouthem continent. 

Lay open the Eafi India trade; and profecute thofe fifheries which are 
fa peculiar to our coafts. 

Embrace a large and comprehenfive policy, and the rivalfhip of fo· 
reigners can never affeCt the commerce of Great Britain. 

Such is the fyftem which this nation ought to purfue. Let us nextha
zard a few conjeCtures on the [yftem which £he probably will purfue; this 
is the only means of forefeeing the future fiate of our commerce. 

Th~ North American colonies will probably be left upon the footing 
they are at prefent; that is, they wUl be confined to the moil: abfnrd of 
all bounds : their trade will be reftricted, and trivial jealous inquiries 
made into their manufactures: this will inevitably drive them whether' 
they will or not to manufaCturiug in a much more extenfive manner than 
they do already, until the export of Britain drops to the mere fupply of 
the Wands; confequenily the Britifh trade muft then depend much more" 
than at prefent upon her foreign trade. 

, Forming new colonies, or engag~ng in any [uch extenfive plans, wiIIbc 
rejeaed:with fcorn, and confidered as mere fanciful projettso 

The trade to the Eaf!: Indies will continue in the hands of a perniciolltl 
monopoly, from a mean and falfe fyftem of oeconomy. . 

Vlhen the trade of Britain is left open to the attacks of foreign rivaI
ihip, it will all decline,. and for thefe r~ai.ons; £Irft, llt:merous, and 
oppreffive t~xc3 muft be rmfc;l on br~nches or l~ldufiry;. wl-nch, howe:ver . 
well they Imght bear t~lem v'.'[,en ~l~nval1ed by olhers, wIll fall to nothmg 
when fubjeCted to foreIgn competitIOn. 

Secondly, The national de~t V;ill incr~afe fo ~uch, that the. payment 
.r- the intereft to foreigners wlllunpovenfh the k111gdom, at a tIme when 
~xportatiol'l declines. A debt, w,h~ch a peo?le with an incrcafi,l1,g trade. 
could bear with eafe, may be fufhClent to rum '.mother people 'vvltn ;Co de-
£.' e fing one; The effeCt of this impoveriiliment will be a faUin.?:, ofT in.· 
",f a .. l' 1 r 1 r' 1 r 1 b 
the national confumptlOn, and conlequent y or tnole branc1 P

S 01 U:: pu -

J: 'cvenuc which raifed on confumption i but as mortgaged taxc::.J muit 
IC ~, , c: . l' ,1 'I J b d d 

b ada good others w111 be fuccerllvdy :llu untl. traoe -e re uce to 
e In \... , . [' h' 1'1'1' "II 

th 'n"" The more the debts lllcreale, t e more lKeWlle WI paper-
.no 1 6" currency 
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currency abounu, until the immenfe quantity of the figns of wealth will 
be attended with worfe evils than ever afore from a too great ihare of real 
wealth: the trade of paper and money will be more profitable than real 
commerce loaded with impofitions, and fubjeCted to the rivalihip of 
foreigners; confequently the trading flocks will be lefTened.--Another 
confequence will be, an extravagant rife in the price of all necefTaries, to the 
great enhancing of that of labour: and however well a flouriihing com
merce will bear prices equal to thofe of the neighbouring nations, it 
is clear enough that a declining one will not endure thofe which arefupe
rior. But it~ according to the opinions of many writers, an equal dear
neis is of bad effeCt at prefent, how much wor[e con[equences, accord
ing to their rea[oning., mufl attend if, when we have a declining, inftead 
of an increafing, commerce? 

In :fhort, there is no trifling reafon to believe, that the prefent fyftem 
.will be continued; viz. to let matters rub on in the old way, and take 
care of themfelves. Our minifters will be perpetually bufy and in a 
hurry with doing nothing; or, what is worfe than nothing, plaiflering 
over evils, and mending them by patch-work; engage in little paltry 
regulatioHs and improvements; and preach up reconomy to thofe who 
advife effeCtual proceedings. The national debt will be annually increafed, 
without {uch meafures being taken as will enfure a parallel increafe of trade ; 
the lafl to enable the nation to bear the firft. Unfortunately, the old 
ililatory fieeping plan will no longer do. We are now at a crifis. For
merly it mattered but little, whether our fiatefrnen were afieep or awake: 
And why? Becaufe the increafe of the colonies did the bufinefs for them: 
their increafe occafioned the national trade to increafe, and all went on 
filently, but profperoufiy. But late ill-judged meafures have irritated 
the colonifts, and at the fame time, by confining them, forced them 
into thofe manufaClures which their anger made them wiih for. Their 
[cherne, according to the prefent conduCl of Britain, mufl fucceed, and 
will end in the ruin of a vafi: part of our commerce and manufaCtures; [0 
that for the future, trade will not increafe, as it has done, of itfelf, and 
without attention; becaufe the caufe which operated fuch good effeCts 
will every day be turning againfi it. 'May we not therefore call this a 
crifis in the Britifh Commerce? We have hitherto defie~ ~he rivalihip of. 
foreigners; let our American trade decline inftead of increafing, and the' 
cafe will be greatly changed. 

THE END .. 
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