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The COM MITTE E appointed to inquire into the
State and Condition of the Countries adjoining to
Hudfon’s Bay, and of the Trade carried on there ;
and to confider how thofe Countries may be fettled and
improved, and the Trade and Fifberies there extended
and increafed 5 and alfo' to inguire into the Right
the Company of Adventurers trading to Hudfon’s Bay
pretend to bave, by Charter, to the Property of Lands,
and-exclufrve Trade to thofe Countries; have, purfuant
to the Order of the Houfe, examined into the [everal

Matters to them referred 5 and fnd the particular
State thereof to be as follrws.

O UR Committee thought proper, in the firft place, to

i inquire into the Nature and Extent of the Charter granted

by King Charles the Second to the Company of Adven-

turers trading to Hudfor's Bay; under which Charter the prefent

Company claim a2 Right to Lands, and an exclufive Trade to

thofe Countries: Which Charter being laid before your Com-

mittee, they thoughe it neceffary, for the Information of the

Houfe, to annex a Copy thereof to this Report, in the Appen-
dix, No. L.

Your Committee then proceeded to examine the following
Witnefles; viz.

- i
Fofeph Robfon: Who faid, That he had been in the Service of
the Company, and refided at Hudfor’s Bay Six Years ; that he
went over there in the Year 1733. to the beft of his Remem-
brance, and ftayed there Three Years; and went a Second time

1n
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in 1745. and ftayed Three Years more : That the Firft time he

went he was employed as Stone-Mafon, and refided at Prince of

Wales's Fort, ; and the laft time as Mafon and Surveyor, the Two

firft Years of which Time he was at 207k Fort or- Hays’s River,

and the laft Year at-Prince-of Wales's Fort; but he never-was up

~ ifrthe Country, except once up Nelfon's River, to the Diftance of
about Forty or Fifty Miles. ‘

That he does not know, nor ever heard of any Settlement up
the River ; .nor.did he. fee any Maiks of Cultivation there; that
the Company have Four Forts In Hudfon’s Bay, and a {mall Set-
témént or Two i but that the Witnels was never at-any of the
faid Forts, except, the Two hefore-mentioned; and that he can~
rsx'ot' fay how far the Company’s Settlements” extend North and

outh. - .* ; | |
. Being examined as to the Strength of orkFort ; he faid, It was
a'Tquare Timber Fort, with Four {mall Baftions ; that there were
Thircy-fix Men -in.the faid Fort, including Servants and Factors,
and Nineteen great Guns, Twelve, Nine, and Six Pounders, with
‘Three fmall Guns on eich Curtain, carrying Shot from one Pound
to one Pound and an half Weight ; that Six or Seven Men are
neceffary to manage a Twelve Pounder. 5 ‘

And being asked; If there ‘were not Judians ready to be called
in to defend 'the Fort? he:faid he never underftood 1t fo, nor had
heard .anly fuch thing, er of any Indians in the Company’s Pay; -
that during the Time the Witnefs wis there, the Indians came in
and out on Account of Trade only, fometimes Two or Three at
a time, fometimes Thirty ; that there are Indians employed to
get Provifions, which they barter with the Company ; and if the
Indians bring no Game in, they are in that cafe generally allowed
half a Pint of Oatmeal a Day, which is given them to keep
them from flarving; but that the Indians are, -in the Appre-
henfion of the Witnefs,  of a Difpofition too cowardly to be
of any Ufe in cafe of an Attack. , .

And being asked, If the dndians are allowed to lodge in the
Fort? he faid, Some particular Perfons are fometimes.

Being examined as to Increafe of Swrength or Number of the.

- Forts, fince the Commencement of the War ; he faid, T'he Com-
pany were building a Fort at Eskimaux Point, which he believes
is not yet finifhed ; that during the Time the-faid Fort was build-
ing, the Witnefs wrote a Letter to the Company, ‘that it would be
of no Ufe; that the Forts he had feen were infuffdent, and that
better might beé erected there: In confequence whereof the Wit-
nefs hadep Letter, appointing him Mafon and Surveyor ; but there
was not a'{ufficient Number of Workmen in the Country to keep
the Forts in Repair. o ’ '

That
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That Prince of Wales's Fort, when finithed, will' mount about
Thirty-feven Canon, and is 300 Feet from Baftion Point to Ba-
ftion Point, and is built of Stone, and coming down in many
Places ; that the Company’s chief Factor built the Fort, under
whofe Diretions the Witnefs was employed in the Execution of
the Mafonry, and built a Part of the Eaft and, South Baftions,
about Eight Foot high, which ftands very well: This was, fome
of it, built in the Year 1733. and was covered with aT1mber
Parapet, which was taken down as the Stone Work could be
eretted.

And being asked, If the Coldnefs of the Climate was not the
Reafon of the Stone Work’s falling down? he faid, If that had
been the Cafe, the Work executed by him (cthe Wltnefs) would
have come down as well as the reft; that the Stone Work fell
down both in Winter and Summer 5 that the Morter f{cales off
in Winter; but that the Stone, which is all rough and hard, ftands
the Winter ; ; that the Orders fent by the Company for repairing
the Forts were proper : But the Witnefs was contradicted by the
chief Fa&or ; nor had he Hands to execute them.

And being asked, If he did not know, before he went the Se-
cond time to Hua’/on s Bay, that there were not a fufficient Num-
ber of Hands for a Work of this Nature; and why in that Cafe
he did not reprefent to the Company the Neceflity of fending
more? he faid, He did not know the Nature of his Work till he
was got over ; that he executed a Contraét as Mafon and Sur-
veyor; but it was not exprefled in the Contra® what he was to
do ; and underftood he was to draw Charts or Plans of Rivers
and did not know of the Orders he afterwards received in the
Country, nor of any Mafons Works to be executed: And in the
firft Letter the Witnefs wrote to the Company from 2ork Fort, he
. reprefented that there were'not Hands to do the Work ; but that
he found an Engineer theére, who, together with the Govcrnor
took the Dire¢tion out of the Hands of the Witnefs; that there
were never more than Eight or Ten Men employed befides the
Witnefs, and fometimes only Two or Three ; that the Founda-
tion of the Fort was laid before the Witnefs went over; and that
he built cthereon Eight Foot from the Ground ; that in the Abfence
of the Witnefs the Works were raifed on what he had already
built; which Superftructure he was afterwards obliged to pull down
and repair. © .

And being asked, If the bad State of the Forts was to be af-
cribed to the Want of proper Directions from the Company, or
want of Hands? he faid, The Fault was in the chief Factor, who
contradited theWitnefs in every Point ; but in cafe he had not,
there were not Hands fufficient to do the Bufinefs.

B Being
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Being asked as to the Number of Briti/b Subjects in the Com-
pany’s Settlements; he faid, The firft Year }_1e was at York Fort
there were 36 Perfons there; and at Churchill 44 or 45; that he
never faw any Britifb Subjes there, except the Company’s Ser-
vants, nor any other Eurgpeans whatfoever; nor did he ever hear '
of any People defirous to fix there, or that the Company had
ever offered Encouragement to Brizifb Subjeéls to fettle there:
That the Witnefs underftands a little of the Indian Language ;
‘and by what he has been able to colle@ from the Natives, they
are about Three Weeks in coming down from their Country to
‘the Forts, which they explain by faying, they fleep fo often in
their Journey, which the Witnefs apprehends to mean, that they
are fo many Days in coming down ; but he has heard of the In-
dians coming down one continued Journey for Two Months:
‘That the Company never fent up any People into the Country
to trade with the Natives, though the Izdians would gladly en--
tertain them; and have frequently asked, Why the Englifh would
not go up as well as the French? a _ ,

That the prefent Method of carrying on the Trade is, for the
Indians o bring down their Goods to the Fort, and deliver them
through a Window or Hole; and the Goods brought down are
‘Beavers Skins, Martens, Foxes, Furs, Pelts, and Feathers: That
he has heard of Pieces of Ore taken out of a Mine, and fent
home to the Company as a Curiofity ; but no People were fent
to work thofe Mines : That the Country is well wooded up Ne/-
Jon's River with Fir-trees; but the Witnefs faw no Cedar nor
Oak : That he does not know of any Tar or Pitch made there;
but has feen a fmall Quantity of Whalebone, he thinks about
Two or Three hundred Weight, brought from Hudfor’s Streights,
and fome Oil from Eskimaux. ' '

That he is of Opinion, Oil and Copper might be brought
from thence, having feen Copper round the Indians Necks and
Arms ; that he has feen about a Pound and Half, or Two Pounds,
of Copper Ore, which he underftood from the Natives they
brought from a great Diftance, but can’t fay how far; and he
has likewife feen Ore, which he imagined to be Iron or Tin Ore:
That there are great Numbers of White Whales and Seels; and
the Witnefs has alfo feen Black Whales, but not dire&ly in Hud-
Jor's Bay, but in the Streights; and that Oil might be made
from the Whales, Seels, and White Bears; that he can’t recol-
le& any other Commodities, except fome fhining Stones, of the
Value of which he is no Judge ; that he has heard the Ore has
been fent over to be tried, but does not know how it proved.

That
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That the Fir-trees about Churchill River are about Thirty
Foot high ; but there are very tall Trees upon Nelfor's River,
which may be floated down; that he has feen {fmall Birch-trees
up in the Country ; and the Canoes coming down Nelfor’s River,.
which runs South Weft, are made of Birch-bark. ‘

He further faid, He was acquainted with the Company’s Stan-
dard of Trade; that the Method is, to appoint Two Traders,
and no other of the Company’s Servants are admitted to trade:
That he thinks the Company take Fifteen Beavers for a Gun;
and, in his Opinion, if the Standard of Trade was more advan-
tageous to' the Iludians, a greater Quantity of Furs and Pelts
would be brought: That he has never feen.any of the Fremch,
but has feen Indians who have faid, they traded with the French;
and has feen Goods carried in Canoes to the French, as the In-
dians told him : That the Indians bring down Beavers and that
he does not apprehend any of the Produce of the Country is
fold by Faclors to the French ; but he thinks, that the Beavers
which are brought down to the Company, are refufed by the
French, from their being a heavy Commodity ; for the Natives”
who come to trade with the Company, difpofe of their fmall
valuable Furs to the French, and bring down their heavy Goods
to the Company, in Summer, when the Rivers are open,
which they fell, and fupply the Frencb with European Goods,
purchafed from the Company.

And being asked, If there were not great Falls on the Rivers?
he faid, He met with no Obftruction in going up 40 or 50
Miles, only the Stream and Tide; and that the Indians could
row all the Way he went; that he failed up all the Falls very
eafily, though they were called great Falls: That the Indians
come to Churchill River in :}‘uly, and ftay Three Weeks, or a
Month ; that fome few come after Chriftmas, when they come
down upon the Ice, and carry home Powder and Shot in Ex-
change for Furs; that he never knew any Goods returned on the
Indians Hands; and he has heard the chief Fador fay, That if
the Indians bring down a Quantity of Goods infufficient to pur-
chafe Neceffaries for their Subfiftence, the Company will (if they
know them) truft them with Goods, which the Witnefs looks
upon as an Encouragement: That there are generally Six or
Eight Indians ftay about the Fort all the Year round, who, when
they can’t get Provifions, are allowed half a Pint of Oatmeal a
Da

Xnd being asked, If he ever heard thc Indians complain of
not having a fufﬁment Price for their Goods? he faid, He was
not admitted to ralk with them, except in the Forr, the Com- -

pany’s
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pany’s Servants being forbid to converfe with the Indians pri-
vately ; but he has heard fome Indians, who fpeak FEnglifh, fre-
quently complain of their not having Victuals or Wages enough ;
but thofe Indians never converfe with the French, nor go far fiom
the Forts. o

That during the Time the Witnefs was at Yor% Fort, the
Company’s Servants weré treated well, but while he was at
Prince of Wales's Fort, very indifferently with regard to Provifions:
That the Company’s Servants carry no Goods, being forbid to
trade with the Indians, even for their own Provifions; and that
he never knew any of the Company’s People fent on Difcoveries
into the inland Parts; that there are trading Indians who come
from the North, Thirty or Thirty-five in a Gang, and gene-
rally in the Winter ; they bring their Provifions along with them,
which confift of the Fleth of Deer, Beaver, or what other Ani-
~mals they can catch, which is dried quite hard, and reduced to

a Powder like Meal; that there is Grafs in Abundance in the
Northern Parts, a Yard high; but, in the Opinion of the Wit-
nefs, Corn would not grow there; but that he had eat Peas and
Beans which grew at 2or% Fort, in Latitude 57 Deg. but never
knew any other Corn tried there; that the Quanticy of Peas
and Beans he {peaks of, was as much as Six or Eight People could
eat; but there are a thoufand Acres of Ground in Lartitude 57
Deg. which, if cultivated, would produce the fame, and a much
larger Tra& to the Southward ; that the Peas and Beans grew
by common Cultivation, without any Foice, but the Produce
was not fo large as in England.

And being asked, If it would not be a great Advantage to the
Company to grow Corn at York Fort, or their other Settlements?
he faid, It would doubtlefs be fo, and it was reafonable to think
they would do it; but there were many Things not done, which
would be of great Advantage befides that; and there muft be
fome fecret Caufe for it, to which the Witnefs was a Stranger.

Being asked, How long the Froft was out of the Ground at
York Fort 2 he faid, It was hardly ever quite out of it; for he
had dug Three Foot and an half deep, and then found a Shell
of Ice, under which the Ground was all foft; that the Place he
dug in was low Ground, about 13 Foot from High-water Mark,
never having an Opportunity to dig up in the Country ; but the
Surface of the Ground was free, from the latter End of May, to
the latter End of 4ugu/? ; and in the Summer they have Eighteen
Hours Sun at Churchill; that by the Accounts of the People
coming down, the Froft breaks fome Months fooner up in the
Country ; that the Cold in Winter may be endured without any
Inconveniency, their Cloathing being adapted to the Climate|

that
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that the Witriefs has fuffered more from Cold ini this Country, than
ever he did there; that Fleth will freeze; but he never knew
any Perfon lofe his Fingers; that the Soil will bear Roots, fuch
as Carrots, Radifhes; and Turneps; it alfo produces Colcworts,
all which Roots and Greens grow in as great PerfeGion as they
do here; but he don’t know, whether the Seed produced there
will grow again; and he don’c think there are Two Acres culti-
vated at both the Fa&ories where he has refided; that the Fa&o-
ries are in part fubfifted by killing Geefe; Fowl, and Deer ;
they have likewife a certain Grain which they call RICC, but no
Pulfe ; and if the Land at the Bottom of the Bay was properly
cultivated, the Produce would fupport Numbers of People.

That he has feen Oxen and Horfes belonging to the Company
at Prince of Wales's Fort, which were brought from England, and
fed with Hay and Corn, the Hay being got there, and made into
Stacks; and they catch Fith in the Summer Seafon, and till near
Chrifimas.

That he apprehends, there are Indians hxgher in the Country
befides thofe the Company trade with; for it was commonly re-
ported at York Fort, that fome Indians wese coming down who
had never been there before ; but were prevented by being over-
fet in a Stream, and loft thexr Goods.

That there was no Settlement at Nelfor's River when the Wit-
nefs was there ; but he apprehends it the propereft Place for a
Settlement, though Hayes's River is within Six Miles of ir, upon
which 2ork Fort frands; but the Works might be carried on at
Nelfin's in 2 much better manner.

That he apprehends the Country might be fettled and inha-
bited, if People would go up the Rivers till they find a better Cli-
mate, and there ere@ Settlements; that he does not doubt but
he himfelf could find Three or Four hundred Britifb Subjeéts,
who would willingly go there to live Winter and Summer, and
the Witnefs would go for One; that he would advife them, in
that Cafe, to go up, Eight or Ten in Company, till they come
to a warmer Climate; and the Ships that come to fetch their
Goods, might bring them Provifions; and in that cafe they
might trade with the Natives all the Year round, and live as the
Indians do; that he would venture to go up into the Country
with Six or Seven in Company, as far as the Rivers run; and
that they could carry on Traffick without underftanding the
Language ; that he never ‘'was up among the Indians, and be-
lieves the Fa&or would not have allowed it, having always un-
derftood his?Orders were quite the contrary, and that the Com-
pany never {fend People up into the Country.

’ C Being
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Being asked, If the Company would grant Lands to privaté
Perfons, it would not be fafficient Encouragement ? he faid, That
Lands fo far to the Northward would not do. R .

Being asked, If any Perfon could maintain himfelf and a Fa-
mily, at the Bottom of the Bay, by Cultivation of Lands; orany
Trade whatever, except the Fur Trade? he faid, Not at firft;
that the Company buy up all the Furs that are brought to the
Fort, and killed in Seafon; but they don’t take proper Meafures
to get all the Furs they can; for, in the Opinion. of the Wit-
nefs, if Perfons were fent among the Natives to encourage them,
they would bring down many more. ‘

M. Richard White faid, He went to Albany Fort in the Year
1726. as Clerk to the Company, and ftayed there Seven Years;
that he had been Ten Years at Churchil/, which is the Norcher-
moft Fort ; and had alfo been at Moo River, which is the
Southermoft ; thac his Bufinefs was to take Account of Goods,
and to balance the Accounts; that all the Forts, except Churchill
and the Prince of Wales's Fort, art built of Wood, and the Num-
ber of People in each Fort is uncertain; that the Complement of
Europeans at Albany Fors, was 24 ; that he went over to Churchill
in the Capacity of Second, which he explained to be the Perfon,
who, in cafe of the Governor’s Death or Removal, is to fucceed
.him’s that this is no more than an empty Title, and he can give
10 Account of the Method of Trade, other than what is carried
“on at Albany, where he aéted. as Clerk, as aforefaid 5 that he is
not at prefent in the Company’s Service; having ferved out the
'Time of his Contract, and not.defiring to renew ir, and that his
Refignation was voluntary: That.the Trade confifts of Beavers,
“Furs, Pelts, and Feathers, which the Izdians bring down in Ca-
noes, the Company never fending out Perfons. to traffick with
- them ; that the Method of Trade with the Indians is fixed by a
Standard delivered to the Governors by the Company, and'they
never trade lower than that Standard directs ; but they, generally
double the Standard, that is, where the Standard direts. One Skin
to be taken, they generally take Two ; that he does not know
whether this is done by Dire&ion of the Company, nor how the
Governor difpofes of the extraordinary Profic arifing by this Ad-
vance of the Standard. :

And being asked, If he thought. the Governor weuld do his
Duty, if he did not purchafe the Goods at the cheapeft Rate ? he
{aid, He thinks he ought to follow his Diretions, and not te
lower the Standard, fince it would be for the Advantage of the
Publick to give a more advanced Price, as it would. encourage

~ the



[0 ]

the Natives to bring more Skins down, who bring_ theit Cominio-
dities from a great Diftance, and will not bring them at all, if they
can fell them nearer home for a better Price.

That the French intercept the Indians coming down with their
Trade, as the Witnefs believes, he having feen them with Guns;
and Cloth of the French ManufaGure ; and that an Indian. told
him, there was a French Settlement up Moofe River, {fomething
to the Southward of the Wefl, at the Diftance, as the Witnefs
apprehends, of about Fifty Miles.

And being asked, If he thought the Jndians would bring any
Furs at all, if chey could fell them dearer ? he faid, The Freuch
deal in light Furs, and take all of that Sort they can get, and
the Indians bring the heavy to us; that fometimes the Indians
bring down Martens Skins, but that is when they don’t meet with
the French ; but he never knew any Indians, who had met the
French, bring down any light Furs; that he thinks, if the Go-
vernors would advance the Price, even for large Furs which the
French won’t buy, it would encourage the fudians to brmg down
the light Furs, who fay they often throw their heavy Goods
overboard, rather than andergo the Difficulties of bringing them
down from the Want of Provifions,

That the French deal in a different manner from us; they
reckon each Marten as a Beaver, whereas the Company fix Three
Martens for a Beaver.

And being asked, Whether if the Governor was to reduce the
Standard fo low as only to give Twelve Fhms for a Beaver,
thofe Skins would not be brought? he faid, He believed. not ; for
the Indians, in his Opinion, would not come again.

That he has converfed with Izzde'czm at Albany, who told. him,
They were Two Moons in coming down,.and fome of them not
fo long ; and that fome of their C,ounnrymﬁn carried Beavers to
the French: And fome ef thofe Indians were. cloathed in Frencb
Cloth.

That the French Settlement on. Moofe Riwver is on Abjttibis
Lake; that the Indians fometimes come down Moofe. River to Al-
bany Faclary, but not often; in which cafe they come near the
French Settlement,. but not clofe by ir, it being on a Lake near
the River.

That he has been updlbcmy River about Forty Miles and faw
no Sign of Habitation,, only fome little: Houfes; that. by all Re-
ports the Indians trade to more Advantage with the French than
with the Company; for the. French require Thirty Martens for a
Gun; and fometimes, when. they are fcarce: of Gaods, Thirty-five ;
for fomeumes they have not Goods to trade with the Natives;

whereas:
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whereas the Englifh, for a Gun; reqbire Thirty-fix, and fome-
times Forty. Cm e e v

That the Trade is chiefly carried on in Summer-time, when
the Ice is out of the River, though fometimes the Indians near
the Forts come down in Winter, and the Company never refufe
to trade with them whenever they come; and he never faw any
Beavers or Furé refufed, which were killed in Seafon, or an
'goo‘d Skins rejeéted ; that the Indians h_ave no Warehoqfes‘,revcr
Family bringing their own Skins ; and if they would bring more,
the Company would undoubtedly buy them; but he cannot ac-
count for their not encouraging them to bring more down.

Being asked, What the Value of Eurgpean Goods in the Com-
pany’s Pofleflion at Hudfor's Bay might be? he faid, He could
not judge of that, the Value being never fpecified, but only the

uantity. -

QThatythe: Fur Trade might, in the Opinion of the Witnefs, be
extended, by fending up People into the Country with Goods, to
winter among the Natives ; that the Witnefs l}imfelf,, if a young
Man, and properly encouraged, would be willing to go on fuch
an Undertaking ; that he was of that Opinion during the Time
he was in the Company’s Service; but never difclofed fuch his
Opinion to the Company, becaufe the Governors loved to have
the fole Management of Affairs ; and if any inferior Perfon thould
offer to interfere in Matters of that Nature, he is fure to be im-
mediately difcharged. . ’

That the Indians about the FaGory have brought many Deer
and Elks Skins to York Fort 5 which is the principal Port for
thofe Skins. o

Being ‘examined as to the Treatment of the Indians by the
Governors; he faid, That he had never known any Izdians to whom
the Governors gave Credit, on their bringing down a Number of
Skins infufficient to furnith them with Neceflaries for the follow-
ing Year; that when the Indians have been in want of Provi-
fions, he hasknown the Governors refufe to give them any; but
does not know for what Reafon he refufed it, it not being proper
for a Perfon of inferior Rank to ask a Reafon for the Governor’s
A&ions; that he has feen the Governors beat and ftrike the In-
dians, the Reafon of which he imagines to be, that they had af-
fronted the Governor, or ftole a Hatchet, or fome fuch thing ; but
he never knew any Goods taken from them without paying fome-
thing for them ; they deliver the Goods firft, and then the Gover-
nors give them what they pleafe ; but fometimes, if the Indians
make a Noife, they give them their Goods again.

' That
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. That the Company make no Difference in the Indians coming
down to Trade, but favour the Hunters; and {fome Governors
vfe them better than others ; and it is certainly the Intereft of
the Company to ufe the Indians well, fince feveral, to the Know-
lege of the Witnefs, are prevented from coming down to trade -
on Account of ill Ufage and’tis a common thmg with the Go-
vernors to make Prefents to the Captains or Chiefs of the Indians,

- to encourage them to bring as many Men as poflible; but that”
the Trade might be further extended by fending up Europeans to
winter among the Natives; which, though the Company have

not lately attempred, the French aGually do, the Witnefs having:
feen and convefed with a French Cdﬂ(ldlaﬂ called Foféph de
Luftra, who wintered feveral Years among the Indians. :

“That a Boat of Thirty Ton would not be able to fail far up
Albany River; but large Canoes which carry T'wenty or Thirty
Men, with Luggage, will go up that River. '

That the Company fuffer their Servants to hunt, who are al-
lowed one half of the Profits of what they catch; but he never
heard of any going above Sixty Miles up C/azmcbz/l River ; that
the Witnefs was never above Forty Miles up in the Country; and
it would be neceffary to make Settlements much higher than that, .
to hinder the Frenchfrom intercepting the Indians as they come
down ; and he thinks it would be for the Intereft of the Com-
pany to make fuch Setdements; but perhaps they may be advifed
to the contrary.

That he went about Forty Miles up Albany River upon the
Ice, in Search of Timber, but found none to anfwer his Purpofe;;
and the Reafon why he went no further was, that he was limited
in Time, as is vfual in fuch Cafes; that in this ]ourney they met
with Ducks and Geefe, but no Corn or Huts; that ’tis poffible
to travel 500 Miles, as the Witnefs behcves, and not meet with
any Inhabitants, who have no fixed Places of Abode, as Towns or
Villages 5 but are continually wandering up and down: But there
are Places where they lay up their Goods, and where People
might trade with them, if they would go up; that Houfes mighe
be built in the Woods near the Rivers, and the Goods might be’
drawn pp; and that thofe Places where the Indians lay up thelr
Goods are fometimes near the Rivers, and fometimes not,

Being asked, Whether lowering the Standard of the Hudfon's
Bay Company Fifty per Cent. or feuling Factories, wounld tend
moft to increafe the Trade? he faid, He was not a competent
Judge of that; but in his Opinion the building of Fatories
would be the berter Method.

That he makes no Doubt but the Company would trade higher
up in the Country, if they thoughr it advantageous ; bur he can-
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not fay whether Strangers could go higher, or carry on a bettet
Trade ; but if the Trade was laid open, he apprehends more
Goods would be brought, becaufe many People would carry
fmall Quantities of Goods up the Rivers, and get great Part of the
Trade from the French; and that he don’t imagine the feparate
"T'raders could carry on Trade at the Factories; but that thcg would
go up into the Country where there is no Danger from the Cold, .
which is much more intenfe at the Fa&tories. ,

That the Governor at Albany had a Garden in which Peas,
Beans, Turneps, and Sallad, grew as good and plentiful as in
England ; but he never knew Seed raifed in that Country fown
again ; that he faw a fmall Quantity of Barley growing near
Meaofe River in Auguft, which is about Two Months before the
cold Weather, which Barley was in the Ear, buc not full ; bue
as he has never been ufed to Tillage, he is a very indifferent
Judge in thofe Matters,

That he faw Fir-trees on the Banks of Albany River 35 or 40 -
Foot long,and 14 or 16 Inches{quare at Bottom, and 10 at theTop,
and here and there a fmall Stick of Birch ; that there are a great .
many other {mall Pines ; but he does not know whether Pitch or
Tar could be made from them, having never feen a Trial. _

That fome Settlement muft be made before any Trade could
be carried on, and he does not know any Part of the Country near
the Bay, where they could be' more advantageoufly. placed, than
where the Company’s Forts at prefent are; but he is unacquainted
with any of the Rivers, except thofe where the prefent Settlements
are; that he apprehends that private Perfons would not by ma-
king a Settlement gain an exclufive Right to trade there; but that
the next Ships that came would make ufe of it ; neverthelefs he
apprehends fuch private Adventurers would undertake it even
under that Difadvantage.

. That the Country affords Plenty of Fith, Whale-bone, and Qil;
that there is alfo Timber ; but the Witnefs is not fure whether it
is worch bringing Home ; nor does he know whether it would
afford Pitch and Tar; that he knows of no Mines there, nor
ever faw any great Quantities of Whalebone; for the Veflels
don’t go conftantly ; but if they went yearly, he thinks they
~would bring great Quantities of Oil and Bone ; but he does not
know whether this is fo good a Place as Davis's Streights
for Whale-fithing, not being acquainted with the Whale-Fithery ;
nor can he tell what Quantity of Bone might be had.

That the Company have fome Sloops to fend up Rivers, and
trade coaftwife with the Natives; one of which was fent a Year
or Two o trade with the Eskimaux, and then left off that Trade
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2 Year or Two: There is alfo a Sloop manned with Eight Mes,
‘which winters - in S/ude River for the Coaft Trade. .
That the Witnefs has heard from Indians that there are Na=
tions higher in the Country, with whom the Trading Indians
-are always at War; and fome of the Slaves taken from' thofe Na~
tions have traded with the Company ; that the Witnefs thinks a
‘Trade might be opened with the nmghbourmg Indians, by means
of Prefents; that the People with whom the Trading Tniians are
at War, are, at the Diftance of Two or Three Months Journey
up in the Country, where the Weather is warmer ; and the Peo=
ple going up to trade muft winter there; that the Natives are
not a warlike People, being expert in nothmor but Buth-fighting;
that poffibly they might lie in wait for a Man, but he muft be
-guarded by the neighbouring Indians ; and if the Witnefs himfelf
was a young Man, he would undertake to go; that the Difpofition
of the Indians who trade with the Company is fociable and free:
Some of them the Witnefs believes will fteal,and others will not;
:but in generally Theft is looked upon as a heinous Crime amongft
them ; but when drunk they are apt to be quarrelfome; that no
;one dares malwreat them but the Governor; and he f{fometimes
will beat them ; but the Company’s Inftructions to the Governors
are to ufe them civilly 5 that the Wuncfs has feen Copper Orna-—
*ments about the Indians.
That he apprehends the Counmes adjoining to Hudfon's Bﬂy
might be fettled and improved ; and that in the Southern Parts
Oats, Barley, and Peas, would grow ; but if Perfons were allowed
-to fetde, he does not apprehend thcy could at firft {ubfift by the
Cultivation of Lands only; that he does not knaw why the Com=
pany don’t grow their own Corn, nor whether any Propofal has
been made to them for that Purpofe; for he really thinks Corn
would grow there; which certainly would rend much to the Ad-
vantage of the Company, as well as to the Security of Perfons re-
- fiding there; that their common. Provifions are Fith and Fowl ;
»Land they have no Bread but what comes from England ; that all
Corn keeps there very well, except Peas ; thatin a general Way
- they have Two Years Provifions before-hand in their Forts, erpc-
cially of Bread.
Being asked, If the Indians could not cultivate Corn for One
'Third of the Price it cofts in Europe? he faid, The Indians are
in geuneral a flothful People; and cultivate no Izdian Corn’; but
eat Fleth, inflead of ir; that he never heard of any At-
© tempts made by the Factors to civilize thefe People; nor is it an
“eafy Matter to be attained, fince it would be neceffary in that cafe
* to bring them up to Labour from their Youth; that every Euro-
pean in the Com_pon) s Service Is poﬁuvely ordered not te converfe,
tradeg



[ 161]
trade, or traffick with the Indians, dire@ly or indireitly, on Paimrof
forfeiting all his Wages ; and he is further fubject to be punifhed
at the Governor’s Pleafure, who has ordered one of the Company’s
Servants to be put in Irons, and whipp’d, for that Offence; and
that when the Witnefs talked with the Indians, as he mentioned,
before he was authorized to do it by the Governor.

And being asked, Whether he had ever known a Man whipp’d
for no other Crime but talking with the Indians? he faid, He had
known one Man, whofe Name was Adam Farquar, whipp’d for
‘being taken in an Indian Tent,in the Trading Time of the Year,
converfing with an Indian contrary to the Governor’s Orders;
which Orders are hung up in the feveral Forts, and confift, for
the moft part, of Paragraphs out of the Company’s Letters, de-
‘claring that you are not allowed to a& in {uch and fuch a man~
ner; and, among other Reftrictions, forbidding Trade or Con-
verfe with the Indians, on Pain of corporal Punithment. ‘

That the Witnefs believes, that the Company’s Servants would
trade, if they were not prohibited ; that they would often part
with their wearing Cloaths or Vi¢tuals for that purpefe.

And being asked, Whether the faid Farguar was not punifhed
for converfing with an Izdian Woman; and whether if the Fu-
ropeans were allowed to converfe with the Women, it would not
drive away the Indians? he {aid, He believed not; for the JTudians
were a fenfible People, and agree their Women fhould be made
ufe of. .
That he believes the Indians would kill no more Beafts than
what is fufficient to purchafe Commodities for the Year, as he
has feen them a¢t in the fame manner, with regard to Venifons;
-and he does not know, whether, if they could have an advanced
Price for their Goods, they would not bring down fewer Skins
than they do at prefent. ~ :

‘That the Commodities the Tndians fet the greateft Value upon,
next to Neceflaries, are Bread, Vermilion, and Toys; and thar
he takes the Countries to be better for Hunting, at 5o or 6o
-Miles Diftance, than at the Factories.

‘That he knows not of any Attempts made to educate Chil-
dren, except thofe of Englifbmen, who are_generally the Gover-
~nors Sons ; that fome of the Indians would fuffer them to edu-
cate their Children, and fome would not; and that he was told
by Governor Myatt, who died in the Year 1729. that fome had
been inftructed in the Chriftian Religion, particularly a Boy,
who wrote a Letter to the Company defiring to come over to be
baptized ; upon which the Company fent an Order to Mr. Stan-
ton, the then Governor, to take away his Books, and not let him

read
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read any more; upon which the Boy was fent out of the Factory,
and died, as the Witnefs heard, in the Year 1725.

Being asked, Whether it has been the general Pra@ice of the
Governors to encourage or difcourage Trade; he faid, that fome
of their Governors have their Meafure for Powder too thort, and
don’t fill even that {hort Meafure above half full ; that the Profits
gained by this Method are diftinguithed by the Name of the
Overplus-trade, which ﬁgmﬁes the Number of Skins which are
gained more than are paid for, on the Footing of the Standard:
That the Company know of this Practice, for that the Witnefs
himfelf had kept Accounts of it for Seven Years; and either the
Governor, or the Company, take all the Profits of the overplus
Trade; and that he has known 11 Canoes leave the Fatory at

Albany Fort, at One time, for want of a Prefent of a Bottle of
Brandy.

Mr. Matthew Serjeant faid, He had been employed in the
Company’s Service ; that he knows the Nature of the Trade,
which confifts chiefly in Furs, which' the Indians barter for
Brandy, Tobacco, Blankets, Beads, &c. And the Indians fome-
times trade in Qil and Feathers; that the Servants of the Com-
pany are abfolutely forbid to trade; and he has feen One beat for
only going to an Indian Tent 10 hght a Pipe; that thefe Punith-
ments are infli&ed at the arbitrary Will of the Governor; that
he never faw any of the Skins, brought down by the Indians, re-
fufed, except they were damaged but that a greater Trade
mlgh[ be eftablithed, by concluding 2 Peace between Two Indian
Nations that are at War which might be eafily performed, by
fending fome Englifh with a litde Brandy.

That he underftands the Indian Language pretty well; and
heard frequent Complaints, made by the Indians, of the Treat-
ment they reccive from the  Governors, who fometimes beat

.them ; but he cannot fay they do it without Provocation; that
the Behaviour of the Indians in general is very civil; ’tis but
very few among them thact will fteal ; and they are very good-
natured when they are fober.

That the Witnefs never faw any of the Governors beat a fober
Indian; but the Indians complain they have too little allowed for
their Goods, which is their chief Complaint; but he never heard
them fay, they could have more elfewhere; and the Perfons
complaining came down to trade again: That he never heard
any of them fay, that the French Trade was more advantageous,
nor that they would bring down more Goods ; but he has heard
them {peak French, and pray in the French Language; but never

E heard
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heard them pray in Englifb: That he has Reafon to belicve
the Trade might be increafed by encouraging the Iudians;
for when the Witnefs was in Hudfor's Bay, Governor Myatt,
by giving a Suit of Cloaths to every Indian Chief, that brought
down Men, extended the Trade in fuch a manner, that double
the Number of Skins were brought down; that the Witnefs
does not know whether the fame Encouragement is now given:
That the Faftors take all their Furs, except the damaged
Skins; which feems to be a fufficient Encouragement to brin
all they can; but, in the Opinion of the Witnefs, if they
would give to every Indian Leader a Gallon of Brandy, and
for every Indian of the Nation of the Poets a Gallon and a
Half, it would induce that Nation to come down, and confe-
quently inlarge the Trade. \ .
‘That the Witnefs was never any higher in the Country at
York Factory than Twelve Miles up the River; that he travelled
by Land from Mog/e River to Albany Fort, which is 100 Miles
along the Coaft: That he was Thirty Miles up the River from
Albany Fort ; and the Soil is very good for Four Months in the
Year, and produces good Turneps: That the good Soil is not
quite Two Feet deep, when you come to a Stratum of Loam
and Sand; that in fome Places the Froft is never out of the
Ground, but you may dig through it; that the Turneps he has
eat there are as good as ever he eat in England ; but he does not
know whether Seed raifed there would produce the fame; that
“tis the general Opinion of the Faftory at York Forz, that the
Soil is proper for Wheat, Barley, Rye, or Oats; that he has
feen very good Beans and Peas grow there, but he never faw
any Corn grow there, except fome wild Oats; and that his
Mefs-mate did fow fome Corn there, which, though it grew a
good Height, never came to Perfection ; bur, in the Opinion ¢f
the Witnefs Oats would ripen at' Albany, where he has a Cherry-
tree, bearing black Cherries; that he 'has feen the Indians bring
down Currans, ‘which, they faid, grew in their Country ; they
alfo brought down Sugar, which was very black, and made from
- the Tree of which their Paddle was made; that the Tndians in-
formed the Witnefs, that there are large Lakes behind the
FaCtory; that the Witnefs had been in a Lake Ten Miles long
‘without any Fall going to it; and had had Accounts from the
Indzans of a Lake 100 Miles long: But he never asked the Indians
whether the River was navigable to it, but does not apprehend
there is any Fall but that the Canoes might come down; for
they either tow or carry their empty Canoes at the Falls; that
the Withefs has feen what they call Falls, which are nor caufed
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by the Streightnefs of the River, but by Stones; that he drew a
Map of the Country, which he has loft ; which Map had Six
Lakes in it; that of 100 Miles long was the largeft ; and there
is.a Lake half-way up to Miffifip: ; that he has heard the Indians
fay, there is a Sea at the back Part of the Country, but never
" asked them at what Diftance ; that the French trade with the
Indians, and it is faid they have a {mall Fa&ory 50 Miles up
Moofe River; that he does not know the Company’s Limits, but
has heard them fay, the French are not to come within 500
Miles of cheir Forts.

That the Froft is fometimes Two, f{ometimes Three Feet
thick; that it begins to thaw at Albany about the 8th or 10th
- of April, where there is a good Soil for Six or Eight Inches,
which may be gained within about a Fortnight after the Be-
‘ginning of the Thaw; that in Two or Three Weeks more, as'
the Weather happens, it thaws to the Depth of Two Feet,
commonly by the Beginning of May: And the Froft fets in again
the Beginning of Offober ; and when the Witnefs was there the
4th of Oftober, it came ‘in very hard ; that the Witnefs believes
-there is time enough to grow Wheat; for if Summer Grain was
fown early in the Southermoft Parts, he thinks there would be
time for it to ripen, and gather it in; but the Frofts break fooner
up in the Country, and come in later; that there are vaft Tradts
of Land fit for Cultivation; and the Witnefs had feen very good
Lettice, Spinage, Dewberries, Strawberries, and black Cherries;
that the .Indians very rarely eat any Bread, nor do they live long
enough in one Place to raife Corn; nor have they any Yams or
Potatoes, their Provifions being Fith and Fleth, which they pre-
ferve by drying it, not baving the Art of Salting ; that in cafe
they were inftructed in the Arts of Tillage, he does not know
whether they would ftay long enough in a Place to raife Corn;
for though they love Bread dearly, they would rather go a Hunt-
ing than cultivate Land ; and that the wild Qats he mentioned
before, never came to Seed, being little better than a Species of
Grafs; that Grafs grows there {ufficient for the Support of Cattle;
and that they have made Hay at Albany; that if the Company
was to grow Corn, they apprehend the French would come and
take it as they did their Sheep in the laft War; but they might
protect their Corn from the Indians; but the Witnefs does not
think it for the Benefit of the Company to grow Corn; be-
caufe they muft have a Houfe built at a Diftance from the Ta-
&ories, and Men to watch it, to prevent the Home Indians from
ftealing it; they muft alfo have Men to cultivate it, which would
be very expenfive : The Witnefs cannot determine whether 1i5
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-would not be more fo than having their Corn from Eurgpe;
and he thinks the Company would fow it, if it was for their Ad-
‘vantage. - ‘ :

But the Cafe would be different, if Strangers were allowed to
fettle there, who, if they built Forts up in the Country, might
cultivate Lands round the Forts, and by that means protect the
Corn at a {mall Expence: He believes Corn would grow 20
Miles to the North of Albany ; but if the Witnefs was to engage
in this Trade, he fhould not think it worth his while to fow
Corn. C o o

That the Company in' moft Cafes are governed by the Advice
of their Faors, who in fome Cafes have not extended their
Trade fo much as they might, particularly in not building a
Factory between Cape Diggs and the Eaff Main; that he does
not know why they have negleted to build fuch a Fa&ory; but
believes the Indians throw away their Goods rather than bring
“them down to the prefent Factories; which would be prevented,
if a Factory was erected there. ‘

That Eaft Main Factory lies upon Slude River, as the Witnefs
thinks; and there are Furs between the Eaff Main and Cape
- Diggs; that he has feen Fir-timber there 38 Inches Diameter,
and 50 or 6¢c Feet high, a great deal of which would be fit for
Mafls to Veflels of Two or Three hundred Tons Burden, but
cannot fay whether it would be worth while for a Merchant
to bring that Timber home: He has likewife feen great Quan-
tities of Timber and Birch-trees; that they make great Quan-
tites of Turpentine there, and will give a Deer’s Bladder full for a
Bottle of Brandy. ~

That there is no Intercourfe with the Indians between Slude
River and Cape Diggs; and the Indians have told the Witnefs,
that there are many Deer and Beavers there ; that he thinks the
Trade might be extended to many other Forts, by giving En-
couragement to the Judian Chiefs, and might be catried on wich-
out any Company at all; that there muft be Forts and Settle-
ments, or the Trade could not be carried on at all; but they
ought to be built higher up, and in fome Places they might
go Twenty or Thirty Miles up the Rivers; thatr'they might
go fhill higher in.Canoes, which the Eurgpeans manage very ex-
pertly with a Year’s Praltice ; and which draw about Six or Seven
Inches Water. : , '

That the Witnefs was about Eight Days at Prince of Wales's
Fort, but did not fee many Indians there; but believes a great
~ many inhabit to the Northward of it; that he converfed wich
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an Indian, who told him, that a Ship was caft away there, a
great many Years ago, which fuppofed to be a Danifh Ship.

That he has feen the Company’s Servants punithed, one
whipp’d, and one put in Irons, for being drunk.

That, if the Trade was laid open, he does not think any
body would go to fettle there, nor would it be worth while
for any Perfon of Property, except there was a Company; but
he believes the Furriers would raife a Company; bu, if full
Liberty was allowed to trade, to be fure it muft render the
Company unable to keep up their Forts; and if the Company
were to throw up their Forts, octher People would fet up the Trade:
Burt there muft be one or more Companies eftablithed; for if
Perfons do not refide all Winter in the Settlements, the Indians
would report, they had left the Country, and that would {poil the
Trade.

That if the prefent Company was broke, the Method which
the Witnefs would propofe to carry on the Trade, is to eftablith
a new Company, who fhould build Forts in every River; but
he cannot fay whether, if Two Companies were eftablifhed, One
w trade to the North, and One to the South, there would be
Trade enough to fupport them; but a fmall Trade might be
carried on on the Egff Main, another on the Severne, and another
on the Frenchman’s River. v

Being ask’d, Whether if the Company thought it for their In-
tereft, they would not extend their Trade to thofe Places; he
faid, He could not tell; that to be fure Wood was very f{carce
and expenfive at New Severne; that the Company formerly had
a Fort there, which the Witnefs heard they abandoned for want of
Wood ; that the Company underftand a great deal of their Affairs;
but are frequently advifed by their Governors and Faors, whofe
Intereft is not always the fame with that of the Company ;
for they have fertled Salaries; and if the Trade is ever {fo much
increafed, he never knew any further Encouragement given to
them. ‘ |

That there are no Places proper for Settlements North of
Churchill, Wager River being too cold; but a Ship might be
fent to trade the Eskimaux for Oil and Fins; that he believes
the Company take all the Oil and Fins they can get; but there
are vaft Numbers of White Whales, which afford as good Oil as
the Black ones; and that the Witnefs himfelf got 18 Gallons of
Oil from a young White Whale.
 Being asked, Whether, if the Company were to lofe this
Trade,: the French would not get it into their Hands before a new
Company could be eftablithed; He faid, he did not know.
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That the Indians are not fufpicious, but apt to credit any-
body; that they believe us whatever we fay; and the Witnels
thinks, they would give the fame Credit to Strangers..

Mt. Fobn Hayter faid, He had been Houfe-Carpenter to the
Company Six Years at Moofe River, Three Years at Churchill,
and Six Months at Albany; and knows no other Trade carried
on there, but that of Furs. , .‘

That he has feen good Barley grow at Moofe River, and helped
the Perfon to dig his Ground, and fow it; that it produced about
the Quantity of half a Bufthel, which he faw rubbed out; that
the Ear was large, and yielded as well, in the Opinion of the
‘Witnefs, as the Barley fown on.common Ground in England ;
that fome of the Seed was fown the next Year, and it grew
again; but the Witnefs did not fee the Produce of it: And the
Perfon told him, the Reafon why he difcontinued fowing Corn
was, that the Governor hindered him : And the Witnefs further
faid, that he had made Hay at Moofe River.

That the Witnefs had been Twelve Days Journey up Albany
River to a Fort or Fa&ory called Henly-Houfe, which is 150
-or 200 Miles up theRiver ; that he faw large Trees there, but no
Corn. :
Being asked the Occafion of building Henly-Houfe ; he faid,
that the O/d leading Indian had been ufed ill by the Governor,
and brought Four French Indians from the Southerly to ‘the
Wefterly River; upon which the Governor ereted that Fort, to
prevent the French Trade, who never traded there before that
Seafon.

That the Climate is much warmer at Henfy-Houfe than at A/~
bany ;5 but they broke no Ground there, and confequently he can
- .give no Account of the Froft; that they carried up nothing but
Utenfils, and met with but few Falls of Water, which they
towed their Boats up; that they were forced to tow almoft
all Day long, the Stream being too rapid for Boats to fail, even
* in a frefh Gale ; that’tis impoffible to tow the Boats with Horfes,
on account of the Badnefs of the Ground; but one Man tows a
Canoe of 24 or 28 Feer long, and 4 Feet wide, which draws
about 8 Inches Water, and will carry a great Weight; that the
Falls in Mogfe River forced them to take out their Goods; thart
the Country about Henly-Houfe is very high, but warmer than
the Coaft; that the Trees there are all white Fir, but do not
produce Turpentine, nor are they fit for Mafts; that he pever
faw any Ore, but has feen Copper on the Indians Wrifts, which
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they told him they brought from the Northward; that there is
no Grafs at Churchill, except in Places up the River.

That he has feen large Traéts of Land, which, in his Opinion,
would bear Corn, if cultivated, the Climate being much warmer
within Land.

- Being examined as to the Treatment of the Company’s Servants;

he faid, that the laft Year he was there, they were ftarved, tho’
there were Victuals enough in the:Storehoufe ; that there are Or-
ders ftuck up in the Faltories, but he does not remember whe-
ther any Punithment, fuch as Lafhing or Blows, are mentioned
in thofe Orders; that the Governor beat one Man with his Cane
for going to light his Pipe in an Indian Tent; and that Governor
Duffell whipp’d Two Men, the one for trading for a Deer-skin,
and the other for threatening to beat a young Fellow ; that the
firlt of thefe was tried on the Evidence of the Do&or ; but he
has heard the Governor fay, he would whip a Man without
Tryal; and that the fevereft Punithment is 2 Dozen of Lafhes.

That one Man, whofe Name was Pilgrim, died for want of
Viftuals, though there were Provifions enough in the Fattory,
and he had the fame Allowance as the reft.

Being asked, What Quantity of Provifions are generally in the
Fa&tory ; he faid, A Year or a Year and a Half’s Provifions.

That the Servants never applied for Liberty to hunt, when in
Want of Provifions; and when this Man was ftarved, the Provi-
fion was not fhort. 5

And being asked, What the Allowance was; he faid, They
had Six Pounds of Flour a Week ; that one Day they had Three
Quarters of a Goofe (which Geefe weigh a Pound, a Pound and
a Half, and fome Geefe Thrée or Four Pounds), together with
half a Pint of Peafe, and fmall Beer, when in the Factory, and
Water when up in the Woods, with what Brandy the Governor
pleafes_to give them ; that, another Day, they had Three Par-
tridges, of the fame Size as ours, with Peas, as aforefaid; the
Cheefe and Butter is a Day’s Allowance by itfelf, and they have
Brandy up in the Woods ; that when a Goofe is boiled, it will
not weigh a Pound; and they make no Difference as to the
Size. :

And being asked, How many Partridges he thinks would be
fufficient for a Man a Day; he faid, He thought, Four.

That he found no Fault with his Allowance at Mogfe River,
where the Geefe are better than at Churchill; and the firft Year he
was at Churchill, they ufed to have Two Pieces of Beef or Pork
extraordinary in a Week ; but upon the Arrival of a new Go-
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vernot that was taken off, their Allowance being fixed by the
Governor.

Being asked, If he had never petitioned the Company to go
back in their Service? he faid, that the Company ftopped Five
Pounds out of his Wages, for coming back a Year too foon,

That he was advifed by a Gentleman of the City, who did not-
belong to the Company, that the only Way to get his Money
was, to petition their Henours ; and the Gentleman wrote a Pe~
tition accordingly, which the Witnefs copied; that his Intention
in that Petition was, to get his Money ; and that he never de-
figned to go again. o '

And the Petition being produced and read, the Witnefs
added

That he wrote a Letter to the Company about Two Years ago,
which he wifhed they would produce alfo.

Mr. Matthew Guwynne, being examined, informed your Com-
mittee, That he had been twice at Hudfon’s Bay ; and that the
Produ& of the Country is chiefly Furs; that he brought fome
Ote over to England, which he got out of a Sloop which the
Company fent to the Labrador Coaft ; that the Perfon from whom
he had the Ore told him he took it from the Surface of the
Earth; that Mr. Sedgwick, a Surgeon, tried it, and faid it was
Lead Ore, and had a great deal of Silver in it; and that the
Lead, only, was worth Ten or T'welve Pounds a Ton.

That the Perfon from whom he received the Ore is yet alive,
as the Witnefs believes, having received a Letter from him about
Six Months ago; and Mr. Sedgwick, and feveral Merchants, pro-
pofed to make a Subfcription of Five hundred Pounds each, to
fend a Sloop to Davis’s Inkt, and, if they failed there, to go
through Fudfon’s Streights to the new-difcovered Sea, where
they thought that Ore was found ; and there to fee what they
could get by Trade, or this Metal; that the Witnefs propofed to
go through the Streights, and thought every Thing had been
ready for the Undertaking ; but it was foon after dropped.

'That the Company fent Two Sloops to the Labrador Coaft
the Name of the Mafter of the one was Mizchell, and the other:
Longden. _

That the Witnefs was aboard a Ship in Hudfon’s Bay when
thofe Two Sloops returned, and the Sloops came to that Ship
before they went to the Governor; that one of the Mariners
aboard one of the Sloops gave the Witnefs the Ore, and he was
informed there was a Cask of it aboard; and the Perfon who

gave
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gave it him told him, they brought it from ZLabrador, which he
believes o be true; but can’t {wear it, as he did not take it up
there himfelf.

That he can’t fay he underftands Lead Ore, nor was he pre-
fent at the Affay made by Mr. Sedgwick.

Mr. Edward Thompfon, who had been Three Years at Moofé
River in the Company’s Service as Surgeon, being required to
give an Account of the Commodities, Soil, and Climate, there,
faid : That the chief Commodities are, Furs of Beavers, Martens
Foxes, and Bears ; that there might be Whalebone and oil brought
from thence; that fome Lead Ore was brought from Labrador
by one ABanifler, who came home laft Year, of which the Wit~
nefs faw a Piece about the Bignefs of his Fift: And the Wit-
nefs faid, he had feen Copper in Hudfow’s Bay : That there are
‘White Pine-trees 40 Inches Diameter, and llkewxfe Fifh; that
he has been on the Weftern Continent about 50 or 6o Mlles In-
land, and thinks the Soil and Climate at Moofe River as proper
for producmfr Beans, Peas, and Barley, as it 1s in {everal Parts
in Zorkfbire ; that they dig and fow Peas in the Middle of May,
when they can dig a Foot and a half, or two Feet, deep; butif
you dig deep, even in Auguf?, the Froft is in the Ground : And
that he apprehends the Ground about Moofe River is proper for
Hemp and Flax.

That he has feen better Barley and Oats grow at Moofe River,
than ever he {aw in the Orkneys; but the anntlty fown was but
very finall, and the Seed would bear fowing agam but dimi-
nifhed in Goodnefs

That there was Ground enough propet for this Corn, but never
any Encouragement given for fowing it, but quite the reverfe,
the Governor abfolutely forbidding it, for no other Reafon, as
the Witnefs apprehends, but that if Corn had been fown, a Co-
lony would foon have been ereéted there; and he can’t féy whe-
ther that would be for the Advantage of the Proprietors; that
the Witnefs himfelf fowed about Half a Dozen Corns of Wheat
for a Trial, in Ofober, which lay in the Ground all Winter, co=
vered with Snow, and came to Perfe@tion in Auguff. It was fown
in a Piece of good Ground near the Root of a T'ree, which was,
in fome meafure, a Fence toit. And the Witnefs thinks, that
Beans, Peas, Barley, and Oats, would grow there; that he never
tried it any-where but at Moofe River; but apprehends that Corn
would grow in the Inland Countries at an Hundred Miles Di-
ftance, even as far North as Fort Nelfon ; for he has found the

(“hmate warmer, the further you go Inland
G That
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That he thinks the Trade capable of Extenfion, for the fol-
lowing Reafons: i :

That he has been told by the Natives, that there are large
Traéts of Ground, and a great Number of Skins, which they
could bring, if a Fa&ory fhould be eftablifhed near thofe Coun-
tries; that fome of the Iudians can’t come above once in-two
Years, being 500 Miles diftant from the prefent Fattories ; that
he has been informed, that Henly Houfe has been pulled down,
tho’ the Company had a tolerable Trade there for the firft Year,
which was loft by the Governor abufing the chief Judians, as the
Witnefs was informed; that he has fcen the Governors ufe the
Indians ill, not only in advancing upon them above the Standard
of Trade, but beating and abufing them ; but he does not know
whether the Company in London have been informed of it that
he never had an Opportunity of acquainting the Company with
it, nor did he write any Letters to them.

That the Irdians, who have been fo abufed, have ftayed away
for two or three Years. ,

And being asked, If he knew for what Reafon the Governors
beat the Indians? he {aid, He remembered an Inftance of two
Indians almoft ftarved, who came down aboard them, to get fome
Bread and Cheefe ; upon which, the Governor took an Oar, and.
beat them moft unmercifully; faying, ¢ I'll teach you to go
¢« aboard without my Leave.” .

That the Governor could not imagine thefe Indians had been
trafficking, fince he knew they had not one Skin; and the Wit-
nefs thinks his Reafon for treating them in that Manner was, that
the Governor apprehended they would give the Witnefs, and the
reft, fome Intelligence of the Country.

- That the Witnefs never knew the Indians pilfer, except when "
- hard put to it. |
~ That the Trade may be carried on without a Company, but
that there muft be a Settlement, or Houfe, ereted, which he
thinks it would be worth while for the Adventurers to do, tho’
other People fhould make Ufe of it. The Witnefs himfelf] in
his Opinion, could tarn fuch Houfe to great Advantage, both to
himfelf and Mafters; the Forts there not being erefted for De-
fence, but only to lodge the Goods in: And that they would be
in more Danger of being plundered by the French, than by the
Indians, who would love the Europeans : That the Indians have
told him of Lakes up in the Country, from whence Rivers come ;
that the prefent Forts are conveniently fituated, but the Trade
might be extended ; but he never gave that as his Opinion, par-
ticularly, to the Governors, when he was in the Country, only
when
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when at Moofe River he mefled with Governor Stanton, and was
of the Council; and they were all of Opinion, that new Settle-
ments might be made, and the Trade extended.

That it would be expenfive to carry Goods up and - down from
the Lakes ; but that would be trebly repaid, as the Natives could
make Three Trips a Year; that one Lake is diftant to the Weft-
ward, as the Witnefs is informed, Two hundred Leagues, or there-
abouts; that the Veflcls employed to bring Goods from the Lakes
at prefent, are {mall Birch Canoes, from 18 to 25 Feet long, and
from One to Two Feet broad; but flat-bottomed Boats might
go up, as the Witnefs is informed, 50 or 6o Leagues, and they
would carry a great Weight. ,

That there- are Beds of Stones in the Rivers, but the Boats
might be haled over them by Men; for when the Inhabitants
~ get large Quantities of Buffalo, or Deer-skins, they load them on

Floats of Timber, which will carry 100 or 5 50 Tons, and bring
them down; that fome of thefe Falls are but a few Yards long ;
but he has feen one a Quarter of a Mile, over which there runs
~ a Foot, or aFoot and a half Water; that no Stones can be feen

above-water, and the Obftruction is only from the Rapidity of
the Stream ; and a Veflel carrying 50 Tons may fail with a Foot
Water.

That he has heard, the French Indians carry their Canoes up
the Falls; and that Boats may go up thofe Falls, and with the
fame Loading, as they come down.

That he has heard the Natives talk of a Sea to the Weftward,
which, by their Accounts, is not far diftant; and of a Copper
Mine, which lay on the Side of a Streight which takes them five
Days in crofling ; that they defcribe the Water of this Streight
to be very deep, and that they could not reach the Bottom with
two Deer-skins cut into Thongs: And if a Sloop could be brought
along-fide this Copper Mine, they fay they could fill it in a lit-
tle time. And, by their Account, this Streight has a Communi-
cation both with the Bay and the South Sea.

The Witnefs could not learn at what Diftance this was from
the Faltory, nor did he inquire which Way the Tide fat; but
the Indians {aid, that the Water was deep and falt, and there were
great Fith {pouting up in it. | |

The Witnefs further informed your Committee, that he went
with Captain Middleton onthe Difcovery of the North-wefi Paf-
Jage, and likewife with the laft Adventurers. ’

And being required to give the Committee an Account of what
Treatment Captain Middleton, and the Perfons under his Com-
mand, met with from the Company’s Governors there; he faid,

that,
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that, on their Entrance into Hudfon’s Bay, Middleton called a -
Council, and declared, as his Opinion, That it would be the moft
proper to winter there, in order to go on the _lecovery. carly in
the Spring: After that, he came to an Anchor In Churchill River,
and invited the Governor, and others, to dine; when he faid,
¢« Gentlcmen, You may look upon us as Interlopers, or Enemies ;
« but ’tis no fuch Thing; for I'll go the Voyage, and no one’
¢« but myfelf fhall know whether there is g Paflage, or not:
¢ And PI’ll be a better Friend to the Company than ever.”

Thefe Words were repeated feveral Times, and the Witnefs
imagines, that Middleton, by thofe Expreflions, meant, that he did
not intend to find a Paflage: And it was the Opinion of thetwo
Ships Crews, that, in his {ubfequent Voyage, he fteered North-
caft, when he fhould haye fteered North-weft, in order to pre-
vent a Difcovery.

That they took Two Northern Indians aboard Middleton, who,
when he came to Lat. 63. fteered Eaftward, and the Judians {aid
he was going the contrary Way. Thefe Indians killed many
Deer for him, doring the Courfe of this Voyage; after which,
Captain Middleron forced them out of his Ship with his own
Hands, tho’ they cried at his Treatment, and fet them athore in
an Ifland: But the Witnefs has fince heard, that they did not

erifh.
P After this, the Ships wintered theie, and the Governors were
moderate enough. -
~ That the Company gave them no Affiftance to the Difcovery;
but he does not know, that any was applied for. ,

That upon the laft Undertaking they met with great Obftruc-
tions; for, on coming towards the Shore, the Governor fent to
cut down the Buoys, Beacons, and other Marks of Pilotage ; tho’
one of the Ships wasaground, and the other far from being fafe.

That, on their complaining of this Treatment, the Governor’s

~Anfwer was, That he had Orders from his Mafters not to {uffer
any Ships to come there but thofe of the Company, or his Ma-
jefty ; that they had no private Signals, but had Englifh Colours
flying ; and that they muft know them to be Friends: For while
they were cutting down the Beacons, they called to them to let
them ftand, while the other Ship was fafe; but they perfifted,
faying, it was the Governor’s Orders: And that the Governor
himfelf failed with them from Englgnd, and parted from them
about 6o or 70 Leagues to the Weftward of the Orkneys. And
the Witnefs fays, he never heard of any Spanifb or French Pri-
vateers in the Bay during the late War; nor did he ever hear of

any Eaft-India Ships there. |
‘That
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That the Cable of their Sheet-Anchor was rendered almoff
ufelefs by cutting it, which, they were told, was done by one of
the Governor’s Ladies.

"That the Governor, upon their Petition, furnithed them with
a Long-boat, which they could have done very well without at
the Price, as the Witnefs believes, of Ten or Twelve Guineas,
tho’ the was {carce fit for any thing but Fire-wood: There was
no other Boat to be had there, nor was any Bargain made for
her; but they told the Governor he thould be fatisfied, and fhe
was to be paid for in England: That the furnithing them with
this Boat was a Favour, but the Price demanded for it was an
Impofition.

‘But, being asked the Queftion, he faid, He did not know
whether ever the Money had been paid.

That if they had had Liberty to trade, they could have fub-
fifted without the Affiftance of the Company, whofe Treatment
of them was not civil, but quite the reverfe, in cutting down
the Buoys and Beacons, and preventing them from getting Shoes,
Coats, and other Materials to keep them warm, which they did
by fendlmr People to prevent their trading, and {ending their fz-
dians away, which, they were told by the Company’s Servants,
was done, that they fhould not get Provifions.

That the Governor fupplied them with Shoes and Foggys, that
is, Beaver Coats; but one Pair of Shoes is not fufficient for the
Wlnter, and the Witnefs himfelf was allowed no more: That
when they had great Numbers of Men fick of the Scurvy, they
were told by the Natives that there were great Quantities of Deer
killed and laid on Stages, which the Governor would not fuffer
to be brought down, that they might not enjoy the Benefit of
them: Upon which the Witnefs faid he wrote {everal Letters to
the Governor, who, in a Month or Six Weeks, agreed to let
them have Venifon in exchange for Beef and Pork : ‘That
they carried fome Small Beer from England, and dug Holes

without the Faltory to preferve it ; but that the Governor had
~ permitted fome of their dry Proviﬁbns to be laid up in theFadtory.

That the Governor allowed them Two Judians in the Spring
to kill Geefe and Partridges ; but they were the very worft he
had, and did not kill enough for the Captain’s Mefs; and that
they confumed more Provifions and Brandy than their Geefe and
Partridges were worth.

That he believes the Reafons why they were prohlblted from
converfing with the Indians, was for Fear of carrying on a clan-
deftine Trade, the fame Orders being given to the Company’s.
own Servants: That they had no Orders not to trade, but did

H not
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not trade at all with thefe Judians; but had a little Trade with
the Eskimaux for Bone and Oil, who, if they were properly en<
couraged, would get enongh of thefe two Commodities to load a
Ship or two every Year. ' ‘1_ ‘ ,

Being examined as to the Probability of a North-Weft Paflage;
he faid he had the greateft Reafon to believe there is one, from
the Winds, Tides, and Black Whales; and he thinks the Place
to be at Chefferfreld’s Infer: That the Reafon of their coming
back was, they met the other Boat, which had been Five Leagues
further, and the Crew told them the Water was much frether
and fhallower there; but where the Witnefs was, the Water was
Fifty Fathom deep, and the Tide very ftrong; the Ebb Six
Hours, and the Flood Two, to the beft of the Witnefs’s Re-
membrance: That it is not common for the Tide to flow only
"Two Hours but he imagines it to be obftructed by another Tide
from the Weftward ; that the Rapidity of the Tide upwards.
was fo great, that the Spray of the Water flew over. the Bow of
the Schooner ; and was {o falt, that it candied upon the Mens
Shoes, but that the Tide did not run in {o rapid a Manner the
other Way.

That he tafted the Water brought down by the other Boat,
as well as the Water where ‘the Witnefs was; that the one was
as falt as the main Ocean, and the other not near fo falt.

Being asked, If they did not fteer North-wéft, the laft time
where Middleton fteeted North-eaft? he faid, they did not go fo
far as Middleton in Repulfé Bay; but that the Witnefs went up
Wager River till he could have waded over it. ‘ o
- Being asked, If the Indians {peak Englifh? he faid, Very few;

. that he, the Witnefs, undertook to teach an Indian Boy, and
Governor Stanton ordered him to defift; adding, that he hada
general Order from the Company, to all the Fa&ories, that none
of the Natives thould be inftrued at all; that there are about
28 Eurgpeans in the Faftory; but they have no Clergyman,
nor Divine Worthip of any kind ; the Witnefs never heard Ser-
mon or Prayers there, nor ever heard of any fuch thing, either
before his Time or fince. L

Enoch Alfop, whohad been Armourer to the Company at Moofe
River, informed your Committee, that he had fowen Batley
and Oats there, the fame Seed, Three Years fucceffively, and
that it grew very well ; that he fowed a Handful or Two of
Barley and Oats at firft, mixed with Duft and Athes, which pro-
duced Two or Three Quarts, or a Gallon of Barley; and he
thinks in the Third Year, he had above half a Bufhel’; and then
‘ Governor
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Governor Stanton forbad him to fow any more, but gave no
Reafon for fuch Prohibition ; that he never faw any Judian Corn
grow there, but has feen Plgeons killed with it in their Crops;
that he has lived in the Company’s Service Ten Years, and was
always well treated by all the Governors; that he has heard Peo-
ple complain of ill Ufage, but never faw any fuch thing, in
regard either to the Eurgpeans or Indians, being greatly confined
with his Work ; that the Allowance of Vicuals was Six Pounds
of Flour aWeek and fometimes Four Geefe; fometimes Six
or Seven, as the Geefe were in Size, fome weighing but a Pound,
others SlX, Seven, or Eight Pounds; that they had fometlmes
half a Goofc a Day, and when allowed Venifon, they were
allowed about Three Pounds a Day: When the Provifion was
Partridges, they were allowed Two or Three a Day, fome of
which weigh above a Pound ; that the Indians frequently bring
their Arms to mend; and the Maufquets furnifhed them by the
Company, are worth above 20 Shillings apiece; that they fre-
quently burft, not from the Fault of the Gun, but by over-
charging, or from Snow getting into the Muzzle

Chriftopher Bannifter, who had been Armourer and Gunfmith
to the Hudfon's Bay Company, and had refided in the Bay about
22 Years, informed your Committee, That he had feen Lead-
Ore at Moofe River, which came from the Northward, but he
can’t fay whence ; that he had feen a good Quantity of i it, and
fome of it tried by Mr. Longden’s Apprentice ; and it feemed €x=
traordinary good Lead, and the Boy made a Pair of Buckles
of it.

That the Witnefs can’t fay what Proportion the Lead bears to
the Ore; only the Boy put in a Piece of Ore as big as a Man’s
Fift, and got Lead enough to make a Pair of large Buckles; and
that the Witnefs is fure nothing was put in but the Ore, none
being prefent but himfelf, and the Boy who brought it down ;
that this was about Three Years ago; and that he never faw any
Lead-Ore at any other time.
~ That he has feen Copper frequently brought down by the
Northern Indians, a Piece of which he produced to your Com-
mictee ; and faid, He had feen great Quantities of it there; and
was informed by a young Man, who is now at Hud/ons Bay,
that the Indians told him, that it was brought from a Mine, in
Search of which the young Man would gladly have gone.

That the Trade of the Country confifts chiefly in Furs; but
the Indians bring down Feathers and Deer-skins likewife; and
they get fome Whalebone from the Eslezmaux, going Sfmmhthc

treights ;
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Streights ; that he never knew any Commodities brought by the
Indians, that were refufed by the Company s but that if the In-
Jians were better ufed, the Company might have more Trade;
for the FaGors don’t give them a fufficient Price, and then they
growl and grumble. .

And being asked, Whether in that cafe they come again? he
faid, Not always; but fome are forced to come, becaufe there
are no others to trade with; that he believes, if ,other People
were {uffered to trade, they would not come to the Company,
becaufe they ufe them ill. _

And when they meet with the French, they difpofe of the beft
of their Goods to them, and bring their Refufe to the Com-
pany ; that he can’t fay at what Diftance the French lie ; but
apprehends they fend People, and lay wait for, and ftop the Jn-
dians, and take the beft of their Goods. v

And being asked, Whether the Company did not give a better
~ Price to the Jndians than formerly for their Furs ? he faid, He
believed not; for that he himfelf had been ordered, to thorten
the Meafure for Powder, which ought to be a Pound, and within
thefe 10 Years has been reduced an Ounce or. two.

“That the Company had more Trade formetly than now; and
though he never faw the French Furs, yet ’tis plain they have
the {mall Furs; as he has been informed by the Linguifts, who
were told by the Natives, that the French ufe them better, and
give them a better Price; fo that we deal chiefly in Beaver.

The Martens and Foxes are the moft valuable Furs, and the
Cat-skins are very good; that the Natives trade out for very lit-
tle Beaver with the French; but he has feen the Indians come
down in fine French Cloaths, with as much Lace upon them as
ever he faw upon any Cloaths whatfoéver.:

That he has feen a great many Indians in laced Cloaths with-
out Shoes or Stockings. .
~ That he believes, that if the Company would give as much
for the Furs as the French, the Indians would bring them ; and if
the Company were willing, they have a fufficient Stock to pur-
chafe fmall Furs; but ’tis ‘not the Intereft of the Company to
pay 10,000 /. for 30 or 40,000 /. worth of Good
have Gdods to that Value for 5ooo Z '

Being examined as to the Ufage he received from the Com-
pany; he faid, It was very indifferent, being fometimes treated
with bad Victuals, and fometimes with bad Language ; that he
wrote {everal times to the Company to come home but was refufed,

Being asked, Why he defired to go back; :he faid, that wag
upon another Account; that the Mafter of the Factory had wrote

an

s, when they can
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an Account t6 the Company, that the Witnefs had not behaved
himfelf well, and he defired to be examined Face to Face with
him ; that he did throw in a Line or Two, but he did it to clear
himfelf from a falfe Accufation ; that he cannot remember the
Words, but one of the Company’s Clerks wrote it for him, and
the Clerk wrote as he thought proper; and the only Reafon that
he fent in that Paper was to gain Admittance into the Committee-.
room. v -

That the Complaint againft him was refufing to do his Duty;
but that the Company fent for him the Year before he threw
in that Paper, to take him into their Service, which he refufed ;
that he reaily does not know what that Paper contained; but
be thinks he did not exprefs any Defire to go to Hud/on's Bay, but
1s not certain ; and that he would not go now for 100/. a Year.

Robert Griffin, a-Silverfmith, who had been Five Years in
the Company’s Service, faid, that he melied down Six Ounces of
Ore, which was brought from the Ea/f Main, by Captain Mitchell,
and which produced about Two Ounces of Lead ; that hedid this
by the Order of Fofeph Isbefler the Fattor or Governor of Albany,
who is now at Churchill Fort ; that the Governor ftood by him
while he made the Trial, and that the Witnefs can {wear ’tis
good Lead; that the Witnefs told the Governor ’twas pity that
Captains did not take in this Lead Ore for Ballaft inftead of Stones::
To which the Governor replied, That they did not want any fuch
Difcovery ; but he cannor tell whether Isbeffer informed the Com-
pany of this Tranfation; that the Governor ordered the Witnefs
to try if he could extra& Silver from the Ore; who told him he.
had not proper Inftruments to make fuch Experiment: To which
the Governor an{wered, That the Company had no Occafion for
it, for that they wanted Encouragement for nothing but their Furs;
that he imagines there are great Quantities of Ore on the Eaff
Mazin, having known feveral Quantities brought from thence from
One to Fifteen Pounds Weight; and he is further confirmed in
that Opinion from the Report of the Indians (whofe Language
he underftands), who have told him, that there were great Quan-
tities of Cre onthe Egff Main 5 that he imagines the Trade in Ore
would be as advantageous as that in Furs, there being Wood enough
in the Country to {melt it ; nor would it interfere at all with the
Fur Trade, only more Hands muft be employed.

That he thinks the Trade to Hudfon's Bay capable of being
extended, which muft canfe a greater Confumption of European
Goods ; but for that Purpofe proper Settlements muft be made :
‘And if a Colony was once fettled there, they might trade in

| Huts,
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Huts, as the French do, and there would be no Danger of the
Indians attacking them ; but if a Colony was fettled an Hundred
Miles up the Country, he believes the Judians would not come
to the Bay at all. :

That the Witnefs has been informed, that the Soil, One hun-
dred Miles up the Country, would produce Corn: That he has
feen Oats grow to Perfection at Albany.

That he has alfo feen Peas, Beans, Turneps, Sallading and
Cabbage, and fome few Carrots: 'That the Beans are generally
blighted ; but the Turneps, Peas and Cabbage, are in great
Plenty and Perfection, but they have frefh Seed fent over every
Year: 'That the Land is cultivated for about a Mile round _4/-
bany Fort, being dug with Spades upon the breaking of the
Froft, which generally happens about the 20th or 27th of
April.

PAnd being asked the Queftion, he faid, that if he had a Grant
of One hundred Acres of Land, and Liberty to trade, he would
fettle there with all his Heart. ’

That the French intercept the Trade; to prevent which the
Company fome time ago built Henly Hoyfe, which did in fome
meafure anfwer the Purpofe ; but if they would build further in
the Country, it would have a better Effet. ’

"That the French went there firft, and are better beloved; but
if we would go up into the Country, the French Indians would
trade with us. :

Thomas Barnett, Smith, {ays, He went over to Albany in the

Year 1741, when he {faw fome Ore there, which, as he was in=
formed, was brought from the Eaft Main: That this Ore, be-
ing in Quantity about half a Pound, was brought to him by the
Governor Mr. Isbefler, and the Mafter of a Sloop, in order to
be tried : That it was once melted, and upon trying it with a
Hammer it was hard; but upon melfing it again, it appeared
like common Lead : Upon which the Governor, addrefling him-
{elf to the Mafter of the Sloop, faid, If there is enough of this,
it will make brave Ballaft for Ships; but that the Witnefs did
not hear the Mafter’s Anfwer : That he {uppofes Crucibles were
fent from England, at the Governor’s Requeft, to make the afore-
faid Experiment. )
- And being asked, If he knew any Perfon who was aboard the
Veflel that brought over the faid Ore? he faid he knew one
Archibald Slater, who he was informed was aboard that Sloop,
and whom he believed to be now in England.

Mr.
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Mr. Alexander Browne, who has been Six Years in the Com-
pany’s Service at Hudfon’s Bay as Surgeon, informed your Com-
mittee, that he has feen both Copper and Copper-Ore at Prince
of Wales's Fort in Churchill River, which the Northern Indians
informed the Witnefs they brought from an Ifthmus of Land,
which lies by a Lake at the fartheft Extent of their Country:
That ’tis hard to afcertain the Diftance from the Accounts of
the Judians, but that ’tis judged to be about Three or Four hun-
dred Miles : That he never heard the Indians {ay whether there
was a Paffage to this Place from the Bay by Water; but they
informed him their River ran by it.

That they bring down the Copper for Ornaments ; ‘and that
they brought down the Ore at the Requeft of Govemar Norton:
But that the Witnefs does not know whether any of it was fent
to England, or whether any Trial was made of it there: That
he has feen about Four or Five Pounds of it, both before it was
{melted, and after; and he takes it to be a rich Ore, but does
not underftand Metals. That he has heard of Lead- Ote at Hud-
fon’s Bay, but never faw any.

‘That he never faw the Indians fmelt i 1t but they informed
him, that the Earth was wathed from the Ore by Showers, and
that they fmelt it on a Fire till it runs, and then beat it, it being
very malleable: That he never heard ofa Copper Mine on the
large Arm of the Sea, but the Ore is brought down by Canoes to
the open Sea; and that the Rivulet which wafhes the faid Cop-
per is not known to have any Communication with Hudfon's Bay,
the Mine being about Fifteen Miles from the open Sea, by the
Accounts of the Iudians.

That they might bring the Ore in their Canoes to Churchill
River; but the Witnefs can’t fay whether the Company’s Sloops
could go within Fifteen or Sixteen Miles of the Mine, fince
there are frequent Shoals in thofe Seas: But Canoes may come
down to meéet the Veflels ; for the Ice makes the Water fo
{fmooth, that a Canoe can live Thirty Leagues from Shore. That
he apprehends the Indians come a little to the Northward of
W hale-Cove, which bears a Point or two to the Weft of theNorth
from Churchill.
 That if the Indians were encouraged, they would bring great
Quantities of Ore, as well as {melted Copper, to Whale-Cove;
and that a Pound and a Half of Ore would, in the Opinion of
the Witnefs, produce a Pound of pure Metal. 'That if Perfons
were {ent up to the Mine, they might fmelt the Ore there; but
they would labour under a Difficuley . for Want of Fuci, the

Country
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Country producing no Wood; and what the Judians fmelt, they
do in {mall Quantities with Mofs.

That the Country about the Mine is only inhabited in the
Fifhing Seafon; and that he apprehends it produces Furs: And
that he never heard the Company offer to trade with the Zudians
for Copper : That the Rivulet which runs by the Mine runs
into the Sea ; and that he apprehends there is a Communication
betwixt this Sea and #hale-Cove : That he has heard the late Mr.
Norton (who was the firft that brought the Northern Judians to
trade, being fent among them for that Purpofe by the then Go-
vernor) fay, that he had been at this Mine, and ‘that a con-
fiderable Quantity of Copper might be brought down: That
the ZIndians will carry their Canoes, as the Witnefs believes,
about Four or Five Miles over Land, but they often leave their
Canoes and go within Land: That on Mr. Norton’s being fent
to the Northern Zudians, a {mall Trade was carried on, which
has been improved of late Years, but nothing to what it might
be by giving the Encouragement of a greater Price: But Mr.
Norton never told the Witnefs why the Copper Trade was not
carried on. :

That the Company buy all the Goods that are brought, the
Indians having no other Market ; but that if they allowed them
a better Price, they would certainly bring down more.

That feveral of the Indians come down yearly, but others will
not till Neceflity drive them ; but the Northern Indians are more
induftrious than the others, and would come down as often as the
Seafon would permit: That they live chiefly on Fith, and
carry their Goods generally upon their Shoulders: That the
Company trade to Whale-Cove every Year with a Sloop, but
fometimes find no fudians there: And that the Witnefs never
heard of thofe Indians trading with any other than Brizifb Sub-
jedts. -

J Being asked, What other Minerals he had feen there, he faid
he had feen large Quantities of Red Earth, which is got about
"Thirty-fix Miles to the Southward of Churchill River: That he
had tried fome of it in a Crucible, and found it to contain a
heavy metallic Subftance, like Cinnabar, and a Fluid like Quick-
~filver: 'That this Trial was only to fatisfy his Curiofity, having
received no Orders to make it ; but the Governor was prefent at
the Experiment : And upon the Witnefs reprefenting his Sur-
prize to him, that the Company did not endeavour to improve
thefe Difcoveries, the Governor anfwered, that he was likewife
furprifed that they did not.
‘ That
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That he apprehends, that by opening the Trade, more Ore,
as well as Furs, would be brought, the French intercepting the
Southern Jzdians, and by that means obtaining the valuable Furs:
And that he has been informed by the Judians, that the French
Canadefé Indians come within Sixfcore Miles of the Englifb Fatto-
ries: That he never heard any Jndians {peak French, but feveral
of our old Traders will get a few Words of Englifb : And that
the French Indians come to Albany to trade for their heavy
Goods. '

That he heard the aforefaid Mr. Norton {ay, that the French
run away with our Trade; and that the Way to prevent it would
be to make Peace between the two Judisn Nations, which would
bring down the Isdians to trade. 'That the Company make
Prefents to the Jndians to encourage them to trade, which fome- |
‘times {ucceeds, and fometimes only induces them to leave one
Fort, in order to trade at another: And that if the Trade
was opened, the French would not intercept the Judians, fince
in that cafe the feparate Traders muft have Out-fadtories in the
fame manner the Fresch have, which the Company have not :
And that he never heard of Henly Houfe ; but that there may be
fuch a Place. '

"That the Trade could not be inlarged without Forts and Settle-
ments, by which the Witnefs faid he meant Houfes of Timber,
guarded with Iron Palifadoes, to prevent their being fet on Fire,
which would be fufficiently defenfible with Small Arms only;
and that fuch Settlements might be erected up Charchil] River.

And being asked, In cafe thofe Out-fettlements were erected,
whether the fame Trade could be carried on at the prefent Set-
tlements? he faid, That was impoffible : But the Trade would
be extended ; as by that Means they would take it from the
French - That if thefe Settlements were near the French, they
muft have Garifons to fecure them againft the French, and the In-
dians, who trade with, and are in Friendfhip with them (whom he
diftinguifthed by the Name of - French Iudians); but that would
be no great Expence; Twenty or Thirty Men in a Settlement
being f{ufficient for that Purpofe.

That the French do not, nor can they give the fame Encou-
ragement to the Judians, that the Englifh do ; but they force them
to trade, by intercepting them ; when they take what they pleafe,
giving them Toys in Exchange ; and fright them into Compli-
ance by Tricks of Slight of Hand ; from whence the Indians
conclude them to be Conjurers: But that the Englifb give them a
better Price, '

K And
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And being examined, he faid, That he never faw the French
Standard ; but isacquainted with that of the Company.

*That the French rate Two Martens, as he is informed, at a
Beaver; which, by the Company’s Standard, is rated at "Three.

Being then asked, How the Company could be faid to give a.
~ better Price than the French? he faid, He knew nothing of the
French Trade but by Reading, and the Information he received
from the Izdians; who told him, that the Eﬂglz’//: give better
Meafure, both of Gunpowder and Tobacco: And if the French
did not compel the Indians to trade, they would certainly bring
all their Goods down to the Euglifh. ‘

But that if the Trade was laid open, the French would be
deprived of that Opportunity; as in that Cafe there would be a
{uperior Number of Anglifh to guard the Trade. ,

That he heard the Indians tell Governor Norton, in the Year
1739. that the French had a Settlement at about the Diftance of
One hundred or Sixfcore Miles from Churchill, which had then
‘been built about a Year, and contained Sixty Men with Small
Arms: But he does not know whether the Governor made a Re-
port of this to the Company, nor did the Witnefs ever acquaint
them with it : But that the Witnefs was informed by an Judian,
and his whole Family, that this Settlement was upon See/ River,
which was navigable up to it for Canoes.

That he thinks the Trade at Churchill has increafed within
thefe Ten Years; which. he attributes to the Northern Indians
coming to the Fort. : '

Being asked, If he was acquainted with the Climate of the Semi
Poezs? he faid, That he had heard Governor Norzon, who had
been there, fay, that they were Strangers to Snow-fhoes.

And being asked, If he was.fure that the French Settlement,
which he mentioned to be at about Six{core Miles diftant, was
not at the Diftance of Three hundred, or even T'welve hundred
Miles? he faid, He was fure it was not, by the Indians walking
from thence; that they are about Three Weeks coming, and
may walk about T'welve Miles a Day, or juft as they happen to
be loaded. '

And he informed your Committee, That he had never been
examined in this Affair before; nor had any Queftions been asked
him about it before his prefent Examination. '

Captain Thomas Mitehel], who had commanded a Sloop of the
Company’s, faid, He had brought fomething from the Ea/f Main
refembling Lead-Ore; but that he is not a Judge of it; that he
gathered chis himfelf from the Surface of the Earth, and picked

fome



[ 39 ]

fome few Pieces from off the Rocks ; and that perhaps he might,
with great Trouble, have got a Boat-Load of it; but that he
made no Attempt to break into the Rocks; and that the Veins
of this Ore were about an Inch broad: That he never heard any
Account of it but from the Judians, who carry it about them to
black their Faces, which induced the Governor to fend him and
others on the lecovery, that they brought about Half a hun-
dred Weight of it, and fome of it was fent to the Company in
England ; and that on fhewing it to the Governor in the Bay, he
made no Account of .it, but every-body thought it was Lead-
Ore; that he went no further than 56 Degrees Lat. tho’ he had
Inftru&ions for going further ; but he thought it dangerous, and
the Country was barren; that the Currents are very rapid, and
there are great Numbers of Ilands and Rocks, between which
the Tide fets very ftrong.

That he faw feveral Veins of this Ore, but thinks it not worth
while to attempt the gemng it, from the Difficulty that would
attend the Undertaking ; it lying among the Rocks, where Car-
riages could not come: But of that Affair he is no Judge.

That he has tried to melt it, and it runs into a heavy drofly
Cinder; but he never converfed with any Perfon who under-
ftood it.

"That he never heard of any Opening to the Northward of the
Eaft Main.

" That he has been‘at #hale-Cove, but does not underftand the

Indian Language; thathe was a Year at the Northernmoft Falto-

ries, where he heard mention made of Copper.

And being asked, If the Company trade in Copper unmanu-
fatured? he faid, They did not; but that he had feen the Fi=
dians with Metal Ornaments about their Arms, whlch they told
him they made from old Kettles,

And being fhewn a Piece of Copper, which was produced to
your Committee as an Judian Bracelet ; he faid, He never faw one
fo thick as that; nor were thofe he had feen of the fame Colour.

"That when the Witnefs went upon this Difcovery, he had no
particular Inftru&tions in regard to Mines, but general Orders to
make any Difcoveries that might be of Advantage to the Com-
pany; and if he had fucceeded, he does not doubt but they
would have rewarded him: And that he believes the Company
encourage Difcoveries, and promote Trade, to the utmoft of their
Power.  And he thinks the Trade at Albany and Mogfe River
(the only Places the Witnefs is acquainted with) is carried on to
 the beft Advantage, and incapable of further Improvement or
"~ Extenfion.

That
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‘That they have twice attempted to raife Corn, without Suc-
cefs. And béing asked, What Time that Corn was fown? he faid,
In une; but that the Ground is thawed a Foot deep in May, at
which Time you may fow Corn ; but that the Ground is o cold,
it fpoils the Secd: That the Froft returns in .uguft or Sep-
tember, and he has known it fet in the latter End of Ofober ;
that Turneps and Peas are fown in May, and come to Perfection
in Augdf} or September : And he does not know whether the
Froft breaks fooner within LLand, or not; but at the Bottom of
the Bay it bréaks the Third or Fourth of ay. _ '

And being asked, If he was fettled there, whether he thinks it -
would anfwer to fow Corn? he faid, That every Chief has Li-
berty to do it, and it'would certainly be very advantageous ;
that he can’t give an Inftance of Encouragement given by thé
Company to any one Man for fuch Improvement; nor does he
know of any Perfon being difcouraged from fuch an Under-
taking. - : ’

: Thgat he never heard of a French Settlement up Charchill Ri-.

ver, nor up. See! River; but as the latter lies at the Bottom of
the Bay, at a great Diftance from where the Witnefs refided,
there might be fuch a Thing, .and he not hear of it. '

That there was a Freunch Settlement in 4lbany River, which
was foon deftroyed, by ereing Henly Houfe, the French Settle-
ment being no more than a Tent; that Trade has been carried
on ever fince at Henly Houfe, which lies Two hundred Miles up
the Country, during the Winter-Seafon; and the War with
France breaking out foon after, the Witnefs has heard no more

of the French.

" Arthur Dobbs, E{q; being examined as to the Information he
had received from a French Canadefe Indian (fince deceafed), and
who was maintained at the Expence of the Admiralty, on a Pro-
fpect of his being of Service.on the Difcovery of a Norzh-wef?
Paffage, informed your Committee, That the Whole of that Dif-
courfe is contained in Part of a Book printed for the Witnefs in
the Year 1744. to which he defired Leave to refer. '
And being asked, If that Part of the Book contained nothing
but the Difcourfe with the Judian, without any Remarks or Ob-
fervations? he faid, Tt did not contain any Thing elfe but his
Quettions, and the An{wers of the Indian.
That the Method he ufed in taking down the faid Difcourfe,
was as follows*
He asked the Indian the Queftions contained in that Narrative,
to which he gave Anfwers in French, which the Witnefs tranf-
’ lated
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lated into Englifh, and reduced each Anfwer immediately into
Writing.

That he did not read thefe Anfwers over to him; but, to
make Trial of his Veracity, he frequently repeated the fameQue—-
ftions, at the Diftance of a Fortnight, and never could find the
leaft Variation in his Account; but that he thinks he has not
taken Notice of this Method in his Narrative: That the Witnefs
omitted nothing in the Narrative which he thought material to
the Knowlege of Trade, or of the Country; and that the Mi-
nutes which he took from the Mouth of this Indian, are printed,
Word for Word, in the aforefaid Book, which the Witnefs him-
felf carefully compared with his Minutes.

And being asked, If he could produce thofe original Minutes ?
he faid, That he had deftroyed them; not thinking it material to
keep them after the Book was printed.

Then the faid Book was produced to your Committee, and
Part thereof, from Fol. 29. to Fol. 45. was read; to which (the
faid Book bemg annexed to this Report by way of Appendix,
No. 2.) your Commitree beg Leave to refer.

.And bemg asked, What was the Charater of this Indian? he
faid, He had a very good one in Town; and that Captain Mid-
dleton told him his Chara&er in general was good ; that he never
heard any thing to the Prejudice of it, except “that he was obliged
to quit his own Country for carrying on a counterband Trade,

And being asked, How this fudian could make a Calculation of
the Profits arifing by the Fur Trade, or how ‘it was poffible he
fhould ufe an Expreflion, which was fet down in the Narrarive,
of gaining 2000 per Cent.? he faid, That he, the Witnefs, told
him the Prices of Goods here ; and that the Judian himfelf knew
the Prices of Goods in his own Country, from the Comparifon of
which- the Wiwnefs formed the Calculation which he explained
to the Judian, who agreed that it was right. And being asked,
If he defired the Iudian to confine himfelf to his own Knowlege?
he faid, That all the Indian faid was from his own Knowlege,
except Wwhere it is mentioned otherwife in the Narrative; as in
the Voyage to the Weftward in the latter End of it, and in fome
other Places.

Captam William Moore acquainted your Committee, That he
had béen employed in. Hudfon’s Bay from a Boy ; that he went
with Captain Middleson. 1o difcover a North-wef Paffage, and
likewife with the laft Adventurers on that Difcovery.

And being required ‘to inform your Committee what Treat-
ment the late Difcoveries received from the Company’s Officers
- L in
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in Hudfow's Bay 2 he faid, That as {oon as Mr. Fames Ifbam, the
Governor of Zork Fort (who failed from England in Company
with the Witnefs and the reft of the Difcoverers, and parted from .
them three or four Days after they left the Orkneys ), perceived
their Ships coming from Hayes's River, he mann’d a Boat, and
took away the Buoys, and cut down the Beacon ; by which Means
the Dobbs Galley, which the Witnefs commanded, run aground,
and the Californid, the other Ship in Company, was not then at
Anchor. S | |
. That the next Day the Witnefs received a Letter from the Go- .
vernor, to advife him, out of Regard for his own, and the Safety
of the reft of the People with him; that they would not attempt
that River with Ships, Veflels, or Boats; for he would do his
utmoft Endeavours to prevent them. -

That at this Time the Witnefs, and the other Commander,
had not fignified to the Governor that they were Englifh Ships,
 po Letters or Meflages having pafled between them ; and the
Governor’s Letter, which was brought on board by his Car-
penter, and fome others, was dire&ed to the two Commanders of
the Ships lying off the River’s Mouth. ‘ )

Upon the Receipt of this Letter, the Difcoverers held a Coun-
cil, and came’ to 2 Refolution to return an Anfwer that they
made choice of - that Place to winter in, it being too late to go to
any other. 'This occafioned a fecond Letter from the Goverror,
advifing the Adventurers rather to make choice of Churchill to
winter at; and defiring and infifting that they thould fend him a
proper Power, either from the Company, or the Governmemnt;
orotherwife they fhould not be admitted to receive Shelter there.
This Requeft the Adventurers complied with, and fent the Go-
vernor- their Letters of Marque; after which they had no Mo-
leftation from the Governor: That the Commander of the other
Ship, and the Witnefs, went up to fee the Governor, and were
employed feveral Days to look for a proper Harbour for their
Ships ; that the Governor fupplied them with Wood, Lime, and
Bricks, to build an Houfe, where they lived during the Winter.
He likewife furnifhed them with Beaver-Coats for the Men, and
what other Things they wanted; that he gave them a Leather
Tent to make Shoes of, and, in general, treated them well, and in
a frtendly Manner. - R S A
~ That the Witnefs lent the Governor Five or Six Men moft of
the Winter ; and Captain Smizh, Commander of the other Ship,
and his Wife, refided in the Fa&ory, as Vifiters, about two
Months. - o L "

That
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That fome of the Witnefs’s Men dug a Cellar in the Faftory,
in which they put fome of their Beer and Cheefe.

And being asked, Whether, at their fitft Approach, the Go-
vernor did not apprehend they had an Intent to trade, or whe~
ther he knew them to be employed on the Difcovery ? he faid,
That the Governor was aboard the Dobbs about two Days before
they departed from England, and knew what they were gomg
upon; that it was the common Difcourfe, both of the Company’s
Officers, and the Adventurers, that the Governor knew them very.
well.

That the Witnefs had asked Mr. Ifbam the Reafon of his Con-
du& ; who anfwered, That he had done nothing but what he
could anfwer to his Maﬂers but did not fay that hedid not knew
who the Adventurers were. .

That the Witnefs believes, that the Reafon of that Treatment
was, an Apprehenfion that they defigned to trade, Mr. Ifbam
knowing that they had Goods aboard for that Purpefe; tho’
the Witnefs never heard it faid, that that was the Reafon : But in
- his fecond " Letter to the Governor he gave it under his Hand,
That he had no Intent to Trade; and was then received in the
Manner before defcribed.

That the Witnefs had Goods aboard proper for the Trade,
which were neceflary to make Prefents to the Natives, as well as -
to fupply the Ships Companies with Provifions.

That the Witnefs had folicited the Governor, feveral times,
for frefh Provif ions, without Succefs; the Governor alleging,
that they had none ;- when, at the fame time, he was informed,
that there were Deer lymg killed vp in the Country: Upon
which, he wrote a {mart Letter to the Governor, informing him,
That if he refufed to fupply him, he would fend Men out, and
take them by Force: Upon Wthh the Governor fupplied him
with Venifon.

That he does not know whether the Adventurers paid for thefe
Provxﬁons but they gave them falt Provifions in Exchange for
frefh. =
That they had Three Indmm allowed by theGoverrxor to hunt
for them in the Spring, biit none in Autumn; and they had fome,
likewife, allowed to hunt Partridges for. them after Chrifimas.

And being asked, If ‘there was any Report {pread of a peftilen~
tial Diftemper among them ? be faid, He had Realon to think
fome Reports of that Kind had been {pread, from the Natives
not coming near thems but they were without Foundation.

Being alfo asked, If it was not ufual to take away the Beacons
and Buoys every Year? he faid, He believes it is, when all the

Ships
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thps are come in; but at the time the Governor took them down
there was a Sloop to come from Churchill,

Being required to give the Committee an Account of what
Difcoveries they made in the Voyage; he faid, They difcovered
feveral large Rivers between 62 and 64 Degrees Lat. fome of
which were Six or Seven Leagues wide; but that they did. not
go up any great Diftance, having tried and found the Tlde of
Flood fet into the Rivers.

That the further Northward. they went, the fooner the F: lood
and the greater the Flow ; and that a North-weﬁ Wind raifes the
Water the moft.

Being examined as to the Climate, Soil, and Trade, at the Bot-
tom of the Bay; he informed your Commlttee, That he had eat
Beans, Peas, and Turneps, produced at Moofe River ; that he is
fatisfied the Trade is capable of being extended, by ere&mg little
Huts- within Land, which would anfwer the Purpofe of Forts,
there being no Danger from the Natives; the People at Henly
Houfé not being above Six or Seven, and they live very quiet...

- That he has been informed, by People whom he defired to ask
that Queftion of the Natives, That the Trade might be extended ;
and the Perfon who was fet to watch the late Adventurers, that
they fhould not trade, informed them, That the French. inter=:
cepted the. Iudians in their coming down, but he never heard
that the Company refufed to take their Goods ; that there are not.
any Settlements on Labrador Coaft; and he has been informed,,
Settlements might be erected there.
~ 'That the Company have no Settlements on New Severne R:wr,,
which has always been accounted a good Place, noron Rupers’s
River.

And being asked, If the Company would not keep more Men
on Slude River, if it would turn to Account? he faid, He could
not fay : He had heard it as the Opinion of feveral People, that the
Company enideavoured to keep a quiet handfome Trade; and
think it their Intereft to keep it to themfelves; that he belleves'
they, might carry on a much greater Trade, but that would make
more Noife, and be an Encouragement to Interlopers, by which,
he faid, he meant, Englifb feparate Traders; that he is not a
competent Judge of what Stock the Company could employ, but -
is'certain the Trade is capable of further Extenfion, particularly
in_the Fifhery, by which a confiderable Trade in Bone and Oil
might be carried on; that the Witnefs has feen feveral Whales,
and found One, killed by the Indmm, in the Bay, out of which.
he took fome Bone ' T

That
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. ‘That he has likewife feen Copper brought from the Northward
to Churchill, but the Indians were never encouraged to bring Quan
tities.

Being asked, How the Indians killed the Whales? he faid,
With a Harpon of their own making; butif our Harponcers
were there, they would kill many more.

And bemg asked, If he would choofe to go to Hudfon’s Bay to
fifh for Whales? he faid, If he was to go a Whale-fithing, he
would go to Greenland ; but that he could carry on the Fur Trade
in Hudfon's Bay at the fame time, and the Indians would kill the
Whales; that the Company allow their Captains an Encourage-
ment of 254 per Cent. for all the Whalebone ‘they bring over,
but he does not know of any Encouragement given to any other
of the Company’s Servants.

That they fend a Sloop, fometimes for T'wo or Three Years to-
gether, to #Whale-Cove, and {ometimes not above One in Three

" Years, which difappoints the Indians ; who, if the Sloop went
annually, would forecaft to be there: And that he don’t believe
they fend this Sloop on receiving Intelligence,that the Jndians have
Bone and Oil for them, fince they cannot converfe with them.

- And being asked, Whether he believed there was a Norzh-weff
Pyjﬂge to the Sozttb-Sea.r ¢ he faid, He believes there is a Commu-

~ nication; but whether navigable, or not, hecannot fay; that if

there is any fuch Commumcatxon, tis further Northward than he
expefted; that if it is but fhort, as ’“tis probable to conclude
from the Height of the Tides, ’tis poffible it might be navigable;
and it was the Opinion of all the Perfons fent on that Dlﬁ:overy,
that 2 North-Weft Wind made the higheft Tides.

“Mr. Henry Sparling, Merchant, informed your Committee,
‘That he had traded chiefly in Furs. for Twenty-cight Years patt,
during which Time he had dealt with the Hudfon’s Bay Com-
pany, and was a Proprietor of the faid Company, having 330/,
Stock there, according to the Rate the Stock is now valued at.

' Being askcd If the Company did not increafe their Stock in
1720.and for what Reafon? he faid, He had noHand in the Af-
fair, nor can affign any Reafon, except that they had a Fa&ory
burnt down fome Years ago; but that he apprehends it could
not be to make a Bubble of it, fince none of their Stock ever
came to Market: That the Company dealt in Bear, Cat, Fox,
Otter, and fome few Racoon Skins, and that the Furs they im-
port are the beft that are brought into Europe from Amertca, be-
ing much preferable to the French Canads Furs ; that this is to
be imputed to the Situation of the Company’s Settlements,

M whlcfl
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which are further North than the Frenck, and confequently the
Furs more viluable: That the French carry on their Trade by
the Courier de Bois, but the Furs are not liable to be damaged
by that Method, the Witnefs having feen feveral Magazines of
French Furs in Holland, as well as great Quantities of the {ame
Furs taken in the late War, none of which were at all da-
maged. : - ‘,

That the Witnefs has exported Furs during -all the time he
has been in Trade, as well French Furs as thofe of the Com-
pany, and that the Hud/fon's Bay Furs always fell beft; but the
Canada Furs are well worth importing, except their Squirrel-
Skins, which are good for nothing; and that the Difference in
Value between the Canada and the Hudfon's Bay Beaver is about
OneThird ; to which Point he was examined on Oath before the
Council about Twelve Months ago. '

. And that the French Eafi-India Company then fold fome Bea-
vers in Holland for Sixty Stivers each; and the Witnefs fold fome
Hudfow's Bay Beavers for One hundred. |
- That the Witnefs has Accounts of the Fresch Imports every
Year from Rochelle, where the Canada Furs are imported ; and
which {pecify the feveral Sorts of Goods imported ; by which it
appears, that they import Three or Four hundred Martens an-
nually : That there are {mall Quantities of Hzdfon’s Bay Furs
imported among the French Furs, but very few, '

- Being asked, If he ever knew any Want of Demand for Furs?
he faid, The Demand was greater or lefs, as Circumftances varied.
That- fometimes they have lain Twelve Months upon their
Hands, but fince the War the Demand has been great: 'That
Three or Four Years ago the Company bad Furs remaining in
their Hands Sale after Sale : That the Demand depends greatly
upon Fathion ; and thdt -he apprehends the Reafon of thofe
Goods lying on hand was, thHat Martens went out of Fathion,
and many of them were imported : That as to the Trade in ge-
neral, there’s always a Vent; but when a great Quantity of any
particular-Species is imported, it lowers the Price. : :
* That the ‘Company export no Furs, but fell them to the Mer-
chants and Furriers at their public Sales, and never fell any by
private Contract, except thofe which have been put up, and for
which the-Contra&or afterwards gives an advanced Price, undef
which Circumftances the Witnefs himfelf has bought Furs of the
Company. - QL o S
- Being examined as to Skins or Pelts, he faid, That there-were
but few brought ; that they could vend ten times as many Elk
8kins, but not Deer SKins: That if a greater Quantity of Elk or
" Moofe
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Moofe Skins was brought, it would reduce the Price ; and that
Deer Skins fold laft November for Two Shillings and Sixpence
a-piece, and Elk or Moofe Skins for Ten Shillings.

And he produced a Deer Skin to your Committee, whxcn he
faid was brought from Hudfor’s Bay, which appeared to be full
of Holes, and informed your Committee that there is not One in
Ten of them but are {0, but when killed at one time of the
- Year thofe Defects are not apparent till they come to be drefled
in Oil. And that the Deer Skins from Virginia are much more
valuable than thofe of a more Northerly Climate. -

That Ermin and Squirrel Skins from Fudfor’s Bay are not
worth paying Cuftom for ; the laft Squirrels being fold for a
~ Farthing apiece, after paying a Halfpeny Duty for them : That
he has not bought any Ermins from thence of a long time, the
beft Ermins coming from Siberia.

To prove which Aflertion, he produced to your Commlttee
Two Ermins from Hudfor's Bay, the one the beft, and the other
the worft he could pick out of a Parcel, and one from Siberia; =
-and faid . that the Price of the Siberia Ermms are from One Shil-
ling to One and Sixpence each.

. He likewife produced Two Siberia Squmcel Skms and Two
~ from Hudfow's Bay. -

. 'That there have lately been lmported about Two thoufand
_Beavers from' New-Zork and New-England; but there have not
been Two hundrcd brought from thcncc befides for feveral
Years

‘That he lays out between Four and FIVC thoufind Pounds a
Year with the Company, who have ftocked the Merchants and
Furriers with Beavers for feveral. Years; great Quantities of
which the Witnefs exports annually to Raffia:  That the Com-
pany underftand their own Intereft; and, in general, deal in
Commodities that turn to the beft Advantage.

That fometimes the Beaver exported:to Ruffis lies on hand, on
account of the Advance of the Price, which has been the Cafe
fince the War, for had it been cheaper five times as much might
have been difpofed of: And that there'is a great Advantage in
Importing and Exporting in Englifb Bottoms : That if the Trade
was opened, he does not apprehend Beaver would be cheaper,
for if once the Profit is reduced to 20 per:Cent. it would be im-
“po{ﬁble to carry it on: That he knows 26 per Cent. would not
. pay the Freight: That he never imported any himfelf, but

knows the Fxpence of importing Gaods from other Places, and
_that there muft be an extraordinary Expence both as to. Hands
-and Victuals in' Hudfon’s Bay: That tho’ he is a Proprietor of
T the
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theéStock, he does not know the Charge they are at; only, in
general, that it muft be large: That the Company pay the Pro-
prietors fometimes Ten, and fometimes Eight, per Cenz. which
he is very well fatisfied with, believing them to be honeft Men.

Being asked, If the Company could not employ three times the
Stock in Trade they do at prefent? he faid, He believed not:
That he queftioned whether they conld employ double the Stock,
becaufe he apprehends no more Goods can be got; for the Ju-
dians who kill the Beafts are not induftrious, but only do it for
Subfiftence and abfolute Neceflaries; and they won’t make a Toil
of a Pleafure for any Confideration. :

Captain Carathers, being examined, informed your Committee,
that he had formerly been in the Service of the Hudfon’s Bay
Company, which he quitted Thirty-five Years ago, nor was he
Proprictor of any of their Stock: That the Navigation there is
very dangerous and troublefome: That he believes no Attempts
~ were made to find a North-Weft Paffage while he was in the -

Country, nor was any f{uch thing talked of: That he don’t ap-
prehend there is any fuch Paflage; but, if there is, he thinks it
impraicable to navigate it on account of theIce: That he would
rather choofe to go round Cape Horre ; and that it will be im=
poffible to go and return thro’ fuch Paffage in one Year: And
‘he thinks ’tis the general Opinion of Sea~faring Men that there
is no fuch Paffage: That he does not apprehend the Climate,
Ten Leagues within L}md in Hudfor's Bay, to be much warmer
than at the Sea-fhore;” but that he never was above Five or Six
Leagues up the Country, and could perceive no material Dif-
ference: But being further examined, he faid, that, to be fure,
the Ice on the Sea made the Weather colder on the Coaft, and
that there is no Doubt but that the Ice breaks fooner up in the
Country than by the Sea-thore; for that the Witnefs himfelf has
feen the Ice drove down the Rivers before it broke at the Mauth
of the faid Rivers, where fuch Quantities of it have been ftopped
as to occafion the overflowing of the Fadtory. :

That when the Ice was fo drove down, he has feen a little
Moifture on the Ice upon the Sea; but; to be fure, it is warmer
up in the Country than on the Shore, :

That he does not know whether the Ice is thinner up in the
Country than down at Sea; but he believes the great Rivers are
not frozen to the Bottom, but has meafured Ice in Nelfow’s River
Six Foot odd Inches thick : That he hasfeenIce, as he believes,
Twenty Fathom above Water; and he has meafured ic Sixty,
Seventy, or Eighty Fathoms under Water ; but he can’t fay, that

1t
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it freezes all over the Bay otherwife than a thin Skin of Ice in a
Morning in a dead Calm ;: but a Ship will fail thro’ it well"
enough': That  Hudfon's Streights are never clear of Ice for:
"Three Months together, tho’ fome Years therc are lefs Ice than.
others. § .

That in Fuly the Witnefs had like to have been deﬁroyed
by the Ice at Nelfor’s River in' going to Churchill ; “but that ’tis
underftood the Bay may be failed in for Six Months ; ; and st
he has heard of a Ship that loft her Paflage when in Sight of
the Faltory, as the Witnefs thinks, in the Month. of Seprem=:
ber 5 and he thinks he has known Ne lfor’s: szer frozen upinr
October.

Being examined as to the Trade of the f]ztc%n; Bay Com-
pany; he faid, He knows no more of it than that. they.trade with
the Natives for Furs and Beavers; and that the Natives carry:
the Goods-they receive in Exchange from the Paé‘cones up into
the Couantry, for fear of bemg froze up.: i

That he thinks the Trade is at its utmoft Extent ﬁnce it.
would be for the Advantage of the Company to extend it 5 and:
they had always Goods enough, when the Witnefs was there, ~to.
pay for all the Natives brought ; but that he knows. nothing of;
the Trade for Thirty-five Years paft: ‘That while the Witnefs:
was there, the Company ufed to employ Three Ships.to, Pori-
Nelfon, which always went back loaded ; and that the Governor,’
whofe Name was Knighr, treated the Natives. very: well,: and.
gave them Encouragement 3 but that the Witnefs can’t: fpeak the:
Indian Language : That he has. heard a good deal of a Copper-
Mine to the Northward of Charchill River, the Indians{peaking.
of it to the Interpreter while the Witnefs was by ; but he under~
~ ftood no more than that it lay to the Northward: of-Charchill,
and that the Governor was mighty fond of the lecovery, and .
made great Inquiries about it.

That the Interpreter reported the Anfwers of the. Tndians to
the Governor and Council, of which the Witnefs was one; and
they defcribed the Mine fometimes as a ‘Gold-Mine, fometimes
as 2 Copper Mine; and that the Witnefs has feen Copper which
was faid to be brought from thence, but he does not know whe-
ther it was {0 or not: That the Govcrnor was very earneft in
this Difcovery, which was always his Topic, and he took all
Opportunities of making Prefents to the Natives : - And the Wit-
nefs himfelf carried Mr. Nortor, who was afterwards Governor,'
and Two Northern Indians, to Cbﬂrcbz'll where he put them in
a Canoe ; and the Purpofe of their Voyage. was to make Difco-.
veues and encourage the Judians to come down.to trade, and

N . bring
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bring Copper-Ore: That he can’t recollect, that he ever heard
how far it was to this Copper Mine ; nor does he know ghether
there is an eafy Paffage to it by Land, having never travelled by
Land himfelf, nor heard of any Expedition of that Kind, ex-
cept that undertaken by Norton, and the Two Indians aforefaid.

_Arthur Slater, being examined, faid, That he had been em-
ployed in the Service of the Hudfor’s Bay Company on the Eaff
Mgin: 'That he had feen Lead-Ore, of which he had brought

a fmall Quantity to England, but never knew it tried: And he -

produced a Piece of the faid Ore to your €ommittee, which. he
faid he had picked up there from off the Surface of the Ground:
That the Soil is rocky, and that he never knew of any Attempt to.
bore it; nor did he thew this Ore to any of the Fadtors, which
he apprehended there was no Occafion for, as every one had a
little, and the Commanders of the Veflels, whofe Names were
Mitchell and Longden, took fome of the fame; nor did he report
this to the Company on his Return:- That he believes this Ore
runs in Veins, but is not fo good a Judge of that as a -Miner
might : That the Piece he produced to your Committee was in
the fame Condition as when he picked it up, and it was the beft
he could find : . That the Place lies about Three Miles from the
Water, and ’tis a very bad Road to it: That a Road for Wheel-
Carriages could not be made without great Difficulty ; and as the
Place lies in 56° North Lat. twould be impoflible to work there
above Three Months.in the Year. ‘

- That he never heard they were fent for any other Purpofe
than to difcover the Coaft: That he can’t tell whether the
Company would trade in this Ore, if a fufficient Quantity of it
could be found'; nor does he know whether it would be worth
while for a privateTrader to do it; but if a Man had Money enough
he might try : That he believes the Company trade in Commodi-
tics' from whence moft Profits arife, and.that no Perfons could
carry -on the Trade cheaper: That if the Trade was opened, he
believes no more Goods would be imported, only one Fattory
might get the Trade from another; for, in the Apprehenfion of
the Witnefs, all the Iudians who don’t trade with the Fremch,
trade with the Company ; and that he never knew the Judians
carry back any Furs.

"~ Your Committee, for their further. Information, thought pro-
per to examine {everal Merchants as to their Opinion of the Ex-
pediency and Praicability of carrying o an open Trade to
Hudforn's Bay, who declared themfelves in regard to thofe Parti-
culars as follows : :

M.
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Mr. obn Tomlinfon, Merchant of London, informed your Com-
‘mittee; That to the beft of his Remembrance he figned a Petition
fometime fince to his Majefty, the Purport of which he thinks ™
was for a new Charter for carrying on the Trade to Hudjms
Bay, and the Countries adjoining.

That in cafe this Petition had fucceeded, the Witnefs himfelf
Propofed to have engaged in the Trade; that in his Opinion it
would tend to the National Intereft to lay open the fald Trade, for
the following Reafons :

That in that cafe it might, and he apprehends it would be
greatly extended, as the Engli/b Colonies cont1guous to thofe
Countries are plodlglouﬂy increafed’ of late ; and’ the Continent
thut up by this exclufive Trade is very extenﬁve and abounds to
the Northward, efpecially with heavy Commodmes fuch asDeer
and Elks Skins, Whalebone, Oil, and the like ; which, from theit
Diftance from the Company’s Faé’concs the Tndians are mcapa-
ble of tranfporting in their {mall Craft.

- That many more Ships would in that cafe be fent, and would
penetrate into the Continent; and confequently brmg more
Peoplc down to trade: And this is confirmed by the Expe-
‘rience of the Guiney T'rade, which, when confined to a Comipany,
employed not above Ten Shlps, and now employs One :hundred
and Fifty; that Forts or Truck-houfes are neceflary to be built s
but they are erected and fupported at a very eafy Expence, being
nothing more than cutting down Trees, hewing them {quare, ‘and
dovetailing them at the Corners ; which, being Mufquet-proof] are
a fufficient Defence againft the Indians s 3 and as the Witnefs ap-
prehends, one: of them might be built at the Expence of Twenty
Pounda, which Eftimate he forms from what he has feen man
times in New- England, where there are feveral Forts of that Kind;
that he does not know whether there are Trees -{ufficient for th1s
Purpofe in all the Countries adjoining to Hud/m s Bay ; nor does
he {peak as to any particular Place 5 for, if the Trade was opened,
all Parts would be tried; that the People would build for themfelves,
and the Merchants would embark in the Trade ; that the Witnefs
himfelf would for one; and in that cafe a greater Quantity- of
our Manufa&ories would be exported which would probably
produce a great Return.

That this would be a Means of regammg Part of the Trade
from the French, fince by this means the Engli/b might fupply
that Trade chcaper than the French can, who are obliged to fend
their Goods to Carada; and the Freight there, and their bein
obliged to carry back their Goods to the Indmm enhances- the
Price, whereas our Goods might be carried directly into. the Bay ;
that the Notions of the Witnefs of this Trade are not founded on .

Expe-
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Experience, having never been conqerned in it, but.-fome Part of
them collé@ed from Maps and Books, but much more fou'nded
on Converfation in the World, and the general Notion of T hxvngs.
~ And being defired to acquaint the Committee, What Steps he
would take, in cafe the Trade fhould be laid open, and he was to
embark in it? he faid, He fhould endeavour to carry it on to the
beft Advantage; that in all Pro‘bability at the ﬁrﬁ Oqtfet a Num-
ber of Perfonis might be concerned in one Ship, which ought to
be-mann’d with a fufficient Number of Hands, and likewife
Tradefmen, who might lic on board till they had built Log-
houfes, where People might refide, and trade with .the Natives ;
that this muft be carried on by a joint Stock ; that:is, by feveral
Owners being concerned in one Ship, in the fame manner the
greateft Part of Trade is now carried on ; that he does not ima-
gine Adventurers would fuffer others to make ufe of their Block-
houfe or Warchoufe, fince it would be neceffary, that every one
thould have 2 Warehoufe to themfelves; but it might be worth
while to pay for the Ufe of a Block-houfe to the refpetive Pro-
prietors thereof; but as the Country is fo extenfive, thofe Ware-
houfes might be ere@ed at fuch a Diftance from each other, as
not to interfere. _ ' :

That each would endeavour to erec their Factory in the beft
Place for Trade; but he does not believe, that fo many Ships
- would go, as to caufe any great Alteration in the Price of Furs;
that he does not doubt but it might raife the Price; and that the
Cafe of the Guiney Trade is exaltly fimilar, where the Ships lie
near one another, and each endeavours to get the Trade; and the
more Ships lie there, the higher the Price of Negroes; that the
Objection of raifing the Price was urged at the time when the
Guiney Trade was laid open ; and though it might advance the
Price for a time ; that would encourage the Jndians to bring down
 more Goods, which muft naturally reduce the Price. ,

Being asked, Whether the Smalnefs of this Trade is to be at-

tributed to the Difficulty of getting Skins, or bringing them: to
Market ? he faid, He fuppofed there was Difficulty in both.
. And being further asked, If the Difficulty was only in bring-
ing Goods to Market, whether in that Cafe the Indians would
bring down Twenty Skins when they could have the fame Goods
for Ten? he faid, He thought they would be more diligent, and
other Nations would be difcovered; and that People would go
much higher up into the Country than at prefent.

That he does not know, whether "tis the Intereft of the pre-
fent Company to extend their Trade to the utmoft, having been
informed, that they get a Profit of 1000 or 2000 per Cent. in

which
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which Cafe it may be their Intereft to confine their Trade within
a {mall Compafs; that he does not know whether their Trade
has been increafed for thefe Thirty Years laft paft ; but by Report
"tis much the fame; but he has been furprifed atthe {mall Quan-
tity of their Exports; for he knows fome fingle Traders who ex-
port Ten times as much as the whole Company. »

And being asked, Whether it would be for the Advantage of
the Company to fend 1000 /. worth of Goods, when they might
have the fame Number of Skins for 500/ worth? he faid, The
Queftion anfwers itfelf; for with refpect to the Balance of Trade
it would be difadvantageous; but it would be an Advantage to
our Manufacturers ; but that if they were to purchafe the Goods
for half the Manufa&ures, and throw the other Half into the
Sea, it would be the fame thmg

That he believes,that, if the Trade was opened, it would increafe
both the Exports and Imports; which he thinks has always been
the Cafe, when any Trade has been laid open; that private Per-
fons can, and always do, carry on Trade both cheaper and better
than Compames, but where large Forts and Garifons are to be
maintained, in that Cafe pe1haps Companies are neceflary; but in
the Trade in Queftion there is Occafion for no more than little
Fa&ories, one of which a Ship’s Company would raife in aWeek.

And being asked the Queftion, he faid, That he was a Sub-
fcriber to the Undertaking for finding out a North-weft Paflage ;
which Undertaking was dropp’d for want of Money; that he
fhould not chufe to fubferibe again upon the fame Terms ; that
he cannot pretend to fay whether there is fuch a Paflage or not,
or whethel, if found, it could be ever rendered ufeful to Navi-
gation.

That Opinions are different as to the Degrees of Longitude
yet undifcovered; and fome People make falfe Calculations as to
the Extent of a Degree, in fo high a Northern Latitude: Bur he
apprehends,’that the opening the Trade is the moft probable Me-
thod of finding it, if there is any fuch Paffage, fince in that

-Cafe the Pecple, by fettling and converfing among the Natives,
will be furnithed with the moft probable Method of doing ir, ac
the fame time that they were carrying on the Trade.

Mr. Fobn Hanbury, Merchant of London, being examined, fzud
The Trade to Hudfor’'s Bay might be extended and increafed ; that
he thinks it might, fince Forts of Strength are not neceflary to re-

ftrain the Indians, an Houfe inclofed, in the Natare of a Factory,
being fufficient for that Purpofe, which, in the Opinion of the
Wltnefs, would not coft above Twenty Pounds; that Ten or

O Twenty
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Twenty People would be fufficient to winter there in time of
Peace, as Faltors or Store-keepers; but in time of War a greater
Number would be neceflary; and if the Trade was opened, in
the Opinion of the Witnefs, the Merchants of Londor would en-
gage in it; that he firft thought of this merely in a public View,
being furprifed at the great Difproportion between the Exports of the
‘Company and their Sales, the former not amounting to more than
Four or Five thoufand Poundsa Year, and the latter amounting to
Thirty or Forty thoufand Pounds annually;’ that he did not ima-
gine this to arife from the Smalnefs of the Capital, but from the
“high Price fet upon the Company’s Goods ; which he looked upon
“as a Difcouragement to the Indians to hunt ; for that the Indians
in the Southern Colonies are like other People, fome more indu-
ftrious than others; but, in general, if you’ll buy their Deer, they
will bring them to Market; by which means they furnifth them-
felves in Southern Colonies with Neceflaries.

That the Merchants being willing to fend Ships is no Proof,
that the Trade could be increafed ; but ’tis an undoubted one, that
’tis their Opinion it may; butif it was certain the Company’s
Trade could not be increafed, the Merchants would be glad to .
have a Share of it, and would have no regard to the Company.

That if the Trade was opened for Two or Three Years, and the
Merchants thould not fucceed,- he does not apprehend that would
deftroy -the Trade; for if by hurting the Company the Trade
fhould be totally loft, ’twere much better for the Public that the
Trade thould remain in the Company’s Hands, fince a fmall Pro-
fit is better than none: But ’tis the Opinion of the Witnefs, That
in that cafe the Merchants would fucceed, fince the opening the
Trade to {o great a Part of the World muft be a great Advan-
tage to a People who want room for Trade ; and a little Matter
won’t difcourage Merchants in fuch an Undertaking, who have
frequently traded to Lofs ; and that the Witnefs himfelf would
engage in this Atcempt. : ‘

That he apprehends, that if the Trade was open, the Company
could not {ubfift ; and ’tis better as it is than to open the Trade, if’
by that means the Company thould be defiroyed, and another Na-
tion fet up a Company there: But if the feparate Traders were
at Liberty to try, and did not fucceed in Two or Three Years, un-
doubtedly the Profits of fo beneficial a Trade would induce the
Company again to engage in it; that this Intermiffion of Trade
would undoubtedly hurc the Company, whom he thould be forry
to prejudice; but if he had a Brother in the Company he fhould
think and fpeak in the fame manner that he then did ; and ’tis his
Opinion, that feparate Traders would enlarge the Trade, becaufe

the
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the French giving a greater Price than us, throws the Trade to
them, ‘

That he does not know the French ever trade to Hudfor's Bay ;
nor is he acquainted with the different Sorts of Furs brought from
thence, and from Canada.

That he looks upon the laying open the Trade to be the moft
probable Means of difcovering a North-weft Paffage, which can
be done by no other means than fettling Colonies there; which
he apprehends might be done, fince he don’t think the Climate
worfe than Scotland, or at leaft than Sweder and Norway.

And being asked, If the Climates in the fame Latitudes are
not very difterent in Europe and America? he faid, That depends
upon the Winds ; ’tis hotter in Summer, and colder in Winter, in -

the fame Latitude; and he has been told, that ’tis as hot in P7r-
ginia as at Gibraltar.

M. fohn Hardman, Merchant of Liverpoole, faid, That he was
of Opinion the Trade to Hudfor’s Bay might be extended and in-
creafed to the Benefit of the Nation, if it was laid open; fince
no defenfible Forts are neceflary, but fuch onlyas are Proof "againft
fmall Arms, which at the fame time would anfwer the Purpofe
of Warehoufes.

That he is certain the Merchants of Lsverpoole would in that
cafe engage 1n it, having Letters from them to that Purpofe; and
as the South Part of the Bay lies near Quebec, great Part of the
Trade to Canada might, with proper Encouragement, be brought
to this Side: That from the Company’s Standard the Witnefs ap-
prehends they don’t give proper Encouragement, fince ’tis plain a
greater Price would encourage the Indians to kill more; and if
the Trade was opened, other Rivers and Lakes would be difco-
vered ; and the Witnefs apprehends this is the moft proper Me-
thod of finding out a North-weft Paflage, fince the feparate
Traders muft, in the Courfe of their Trade, make new Difco-
veries.

That the Difcoveries made by Middleton, and the Dobbs, and
Callifornia, are much greater than ever the Company made ; but
the ill Succefs and great Expence which attended thofe Attempts,
will difcourage other Adventurers; and the only Method which
remains is by fettling People in different Places.
~ 'That the feparate Traders would, as the Witnefs imagines,
build Facories, and carry on the Trade, at lefs Expence than the
Company ; that they muft leave People to fettle there, and would
probably carry over in their firft Ship Twenty Hands more than
was neceflary to navigate her for that Purpofe.

That
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That perhaps they might not fucceed the firft or fecond. time,-
but would certainly fucceed at laft.

That their Bufinefs would be in the firft place to find proper
Places of Trade, which he believes would be where the Company
now trade ; where they would continue to trade as long as they
found it beneficial ; but they would foon find it neceffary to extend
themfelves farther, from the Number of People which would en-
ter on the Trade; and this they would certainly do: That they
‘would procure the Indians to trade with them, by giving a higher
Price for their-Goods than the Company do. , ,

That the Indians want Goods of varicus Sorts, {fuch as Woolen
and Iron Manufactures, Guns, and Powder. -

And being asked, Whether the Indians would be prevailed upon
to kill more Beafts than to purchafe Neceflaries for themfelves for
a Year? he faid, He did not doubt but they would, in order to
difpofe of them totheir Neighbours; that at prefent perhaps, if
they were to kill Furs enough to fupply them with Neceflaries
for Two Years, they would not come down to trade ; but if they
were once made fenfible of the Conveniency of having fome Pro-
perty, they would then defire to carry on a Trade, and fupply their
Neighbours; for that the Witnefs did not apprehend,that all the
Indian Nations came down to trade; that this Notion of Property
would increafe ; though it would not increafe their real Neceffi-
ties, yet it would furnifh them with imaginary Wants; that if One
Man, for Example, was to bring down the Furs caught by Ten,
he would doubtles have fome Reward for his Labour; that Re-
ward would be a further Encouragement to undertake ftill more’;
his Neceffities and Defires would increafe in proportion to his
Property ; and if he was able, he would bring down T'wenty Peo-
ples Goods the next time, in order to increafe his Profits.

That in cafe the Trade was laid open, the Witnefs appre-
hended every trading Town would build their particular Fato-
ries, or Houfes to trade t6; that Block-houfes, without Fortifi-
cations, are fufficient for that Purpofe, as they are Proof againft
fmall Shor, and have Baftions at each Corner which flank them;
that if the Company were not divefted of the Property of their
prefent Settlements, the feparate Traders would go to other
Places. . '

That he apprehends the Indians to be very numerous; for they
were {o at the Back of Virginia and Maryland T wenty Years ago ;
and he does not apprehend their Numbers are decreafed fince.

That the opening the Trade would be a means of further ex-
tending the Fur Trade, which he believes is increafed within
thefe Twenty Years; that proper Perfons muft be confulted, as

' [1e
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to the moft convenient Places for Trade; but if the Trade was
extended, it would doubtlefs engage the Indians, who at prefent
trade with the French, to trade with the Englifb.

That an Increafe of Exports and Imports would be a double

Advantage to the Nation, fince fome of the Imports are exported,

and others manufactured in this Kingdom ; and the Cheapnefs

of them would encourage the Manufa@urers; and that the In-
creafe of Exports, which are likewife the Manufaétures of this
Kingdom, would have the fame Effect; that he apprehended it
would be worth the while of the Merchants to engage, though
the Price of the Imports were reduced, which would encourage
our own Manufactures, and create a greater Exportation of thefe
Goods; for they have complained in Ruffia, that if they could
have got them at any Rate, they could have difpofed of any
Quantity, = . : ’ ‘
That he believes the Company fell their Goods by Au@ion, at
public Sales. ’ '
~ And being asked, Whether, though ’tis an Advantage to the
Merchants to increafe the Imports, it might not be to the Ad-
vantage of a particular Merchant, to fend a {fmall Cargo ? he faid,
that if, he the Witnefs eould getas much by fending Five thoufand
Pounds; as Eight or Ten, he fhould certainly chufe the fmaller

Sum, the Rifque being lefs, and he could fet his own Price upon
the Commodities.

Mr. William Wanfey, Merchant of Briffol, being examined to
the fame Particulars as the laft Witnefs ; faid, that in his Opj-

nion, in cafe the Trade was laid open, the Merchants of Briftol
would become Adventurers.

That he apprehended, from all the Accounts, that defenfible

Forts are not neceflary in thofe Countries, the Natives being an
inoffenfive People, and willing to trade. '

‘That they carry on a Trade in Africa with People much
more favage, without any other Protetion than Houfes or Fa&os
ries, which ferve for Defence againft the Natives: And in cafe
the French fhould attempt to intercept their Trade, it would be
cafy for the Merchants, by eftablithing Colonies, to engage the
Indians to trade with them, inflead of going to a greater Diftance
to trade with the French: That the Witnefs has been told, the
French draw the Indians from Hudfon's Bay; and, in his Opi-
nion, the ereCting Settlements up in the Country, would be the
- moft proper Method to increafe the Trade; that this appears to

be the moft eligible Method of finding out the North-weft Paf-
fage; fince, if Colonies were fettled there, the Greatnefs of the

P Reward
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Reward would be a fufficient Inducement to excite their. utmoft
Endeavours ; and the Conveniency of the Situation would fur-
nith them with moft probable Means of Succefs; that the Wit-
nefs himfelf would be very willing to rifque Two or Three hun-
dred Pounds in an Undertaking of this kind, as well with a View
to the Extenfion of the Trade, as to the furthering the afore-
faid Difcovery. . . . .
- That he does notapprehend, that defenfible Forts, with Cannor,
are neceffary ; but in cafe they were, he does not think that the
A,E;ép‘ence-of them would be a Confideration fufficient to deter the
Merchants of Briftol from engaging in fuch an Undertaking, who
are an adventurous Body of Men, and in great Want -of fome
new Chanels of Trade, efpecially for their Woolen Manufa&ures ;
and the Witnefs apprehends, that, even .in_ that cafe, the Profits
would be more than fufficient to anfwer the Expence. -

And being-asked, Whether he thinks the Company would have
been at the Expence of ereting defenfible Forts, if they had not
judged them neceffary ?° he faid, He apprehended thofe Forts
were ereCted in the Infancy of the Undertaking, before they
were acquainted with the Temper and Difpofition of the Na-
tives. :

That he don’c think it to be the Intereft of the Company to
extend the Trade ; but that, if the Trade was opened, it would
doubtlefs be carried on to the beft Advantage ; that he conceives,
‘the Company carry on the Trade to the beft Advantage for them-
felves ; ‘but the National Intereft, and that of the Company, is
not the fame; and if the Trade was opened, and a new Set of
Adventurers to undertake it, they would, in that cafe, confult
their own Intereft preferable to that of the Public, but the Pub-
lic would be benefited by the Increafe of Trade. ‘

. That, in cafe of an open Trade, there is not that Opportunit
of confulting private Intereft, as where a Company is concerned :
That the Witnefs has been told their Profits are exorbitant; and
that the feparate Traders would be content with one Quarter of
them : And ’tis a Maxim in Trade, that a large Quantity of
Goods brought to Market reduces the Price. -

~That the Witnefs apprehends, that if the Trade was laid open,
the firft Step to be taken by the Adventurers would be, to erec
* Places of fufficient Defence againft the Natives, or wild Beafts,
which would ferve for Houfes of Trade, or Fa&ories ; but they
would chufe to ere&, at proper Diftances from the Company’s
prefent Factories, there being Room enough for that Purpofe,
the Witnefs being informed thofe Fa&ories are Five hundred
Miles afunder. , ’ :

That
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* That if they had Liberty given for thdt Purpofe, they fhould
chufe perhaps, at firft, to trade where the Company at prefent
‘do; that he has been told, the Company’s Dominions are un-
limited ; and that they have Four Forts, One at Charchill, One
at Albany, One at Moofe River, and York Forz; and fome little
trading Places up the Rivers, particularly at Albany ; that the
Witnefs never heard of any Forts near Labaradoro, nor. of any
Trade carried on there; that he has likewife been informed of
certain Mines ; but don’t know where they are; that thefe Par-
ticulars he only has from Information: But there is no Part of
North America but is capable of Improvement ;, and ’tis natural
to conclude, that che feparate Traders would improve thofe Parts
which are diftant from the Company’s prefent Settlements; and
that the Witnefs {hould be willing to rifque Part of his Fortune
in fuch an Undertaking,. .

That he has been told a Whale-Fithery might be carried on;
and a great many People of Fortune would engage in it: And
the Witnefs don’t apprehend, that a Trade carried on in Labara-
dore, could interfere with the Company’s Trade, which is car-
ried on, at a very great Diftance, on the Weftern Shore,

Mr. Cockran, Provoft of Glafzow, being examined, faid,
Thatin his Opinion, if the Trade to Hudfon’s Bay was laid open,
itmight be extended, and encreafed, to the Benefit of the Nation.

That he does not apprehend, from the Information he has
had, that Forts would be neceffary, but only Block-houfes, and
Magazines, the Indians being a peaceable People ; that the Mer-
chants of Glafgow, and feveral other Places of Scotland, pasticu-
larly the Frith of Forth, Aberdeen, and Dundee, would be ready to
engage in it. ' '

That when he firft heard of this Inquiry, he wrote to. the
Merchants of Glafgow, and particularly to the Perfon at the
Head of that Body, who is called the Dean of Guild; and had
- for Anfwer, That they approved of opening the Trade ; and if
the Parliament would pleafe to open it, it would anfwer very
well, and they would certainly embark in it; that he can’t pre-
tend to {ay, how it would operate upon the Fremch Trade at
" Canada; but is fatisfied the Glafgow Merchants would engage in
the Undertaking, they having often embarked in much more
uncertain Enterprizes: That he can’t fay that he has formed any
general Plan or Scheme of this Undertaking ; but apprehends it
would be ‘neceffary to have Settlements on the Land, and Ser=
vants there, to trade with thelndians ; and that the Ships ought to
be difpatched foon in the Summer ; that he does not know the

- ‘ Expence
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Expence of erecting one of thofe Block-houfes ; but he believes it
not to be very great, fince ’tis a2 woody Country ; and the Build-
ing might be finifhed by the Ship’s Crew, taking out only an ex-
traordinary Carpenter :* And that if the Merchants of Glafgow had
Reafon to believe they could have their Ships loaded in Hudfon's.
Bay with Oil and Whalebone, though they were not permitted
- to deal'in Furs, he thinks they would trade there ; but is not ac-
quainted, whether Ships could obraina® Freight of thofe Com-
medities in that Place, not knowing any Mariners of Glafgew,
who have been in the Company s Service. -

APPE N-
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APPENDIX
Numeer L

His Majefty's Royal Charter to the Go-
wvernor and Company of HuDsoN's
Bav.

HARLES the II. by the Grace of God, King of Eng-
C land, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defender of the
Faith, &c. to all to whom thefe Prefents fhall come,
greeting : Whereas Our dear intirely beloved Coufin, Prince
Rupert Count Palatine of the Rbime, Duke of Bavariz and
Cumberland, &c. George Duoke of Albemarle, William Earl of
Craven, Henry Lord Arlington, Anthony Lord Afbley, Siv Sobn
Robinfon, and Sir Rebert Vyner, Knights and Baronets, Sir Peter
Colleton, Baronet, Sir Edward Hungerford, Knight of the Bath,
Sir Paul Neele, Sir fobn Grifith, Siv Philip Carteret, and Sir
Fames Hayes, Knights, Fohn Kirke, Francis Millington, Wil-
liam Prettyman, Fobn Fenn, Elquires, and Jobn Portman, Citi-
zen and Goldfmith of London, have, at their own great Coft
and Charges, undertaken an Expedition for Hudfon's Bay in the
North-weft Parts of America, for the Difcovery of a new Paffage
into the South-Sea, and for the finding of fome Trade for Furs,
Minerals, and other confiderable Commaodities ; and by fuch their
Undertaking have already made fuch Difcoveries as do encoue
rage them to proceed farther in Purfuance of their faid Defign,
by means whereof there may probably arife great Advantage to
Us and Our Kingdoms :
And whereas the faid Undertakers, for their further Encou-
ragement in the faid Defign, have humbly befought Us to incor-
: a porate
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orate them, and grant unto them, and their Succeflors, the
whole Trade-and»€ommerce of all thofe Seas, Streights, and
Bays, Rivers, Lakes, Creeks, and Sounds, in whatfoever Lati.
tude they fhall be, that lie within the Entrance of the Streights
commonly called Hudfon's Streights, together with all the Lands,
Countries, and Territories, upon the Coafts and Confines of the
Seas, Streights; Bays, Lakes, Rivers, Creeks, and Sounds, afore-
faid, which-are not now attually poflefled by any of Our Sub-
je&s, or by the Subjeéts of any other Chriftian Prince or State :
Now Bnotw pe, That We, being defirous to promote all En-
deavours that may tend to the publick Good of Qur People, and
to encourage the faid Undertaking, have, of Our efpecial Grace,
certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, given, granted, ratified,
and confirmed, and by thefe Prefents for Us, Our Heirs and Suc-
ceflors, do givey grant, ratify, and confirm,: unto Our faid Cou-
fn-Prince Rupert, George Duke of Albemarle, Williom Earl of
Craven, Henry Lord Arlington, * Anthony Lord Afbley, Sir Fobn
Robinfon, Sir Robert Vyner, Sit Peter Colleton, Sir Edward Hun~
gerford, Siv Paul Necle, Siv Jobn Griffith, Sir Philip Carteret,
and Sir Fames Hayes, Jobn Kirke, Francis Millington, William
Prettyman, “fobn Fenn, and Fobn Portman, thatthey, and fuch -
others as fhall be ,adm?éted into the faid Society as is hereafter ex-
prefled,, thall be one ody Corporate and Politique, in Deed and
in Name, by the Name of The Governor and Company of Adven-
turers of England trading into Hudfow’s Bay ; and them by the
Name of The Governor and Company of Adventurers of England,
¢rading into Hudfon's Bay, one Body Corporate and Politique, in
Deed and in Name, really and fully for ever, for Us, Our Heirs,
and Succeflors, We do make, ordain, conftitute, eftablith, con-
firm, and declare, by thefe Prefents ; and that by the fame Name
of Governor and Company of Adventurers of England, trading
into Hudforn's Bay, they fhall have perpetual Succeffion ; and that
they, and their Succeflors, by the Name of Governor and Com-
pany of Adventurers of England, trading into Hudfon's Bay, be,
and at all times hereafter fhall be, perfonable and capable in
Law to have, purchafe, reccive, poflefs, enjoy, and retain,
Lands, Rents, Privileges, Liberties, Jurifdiction, Franchifes, and
Hereditaments, of what Kind, Nature, or Quality foever they
be, to them, and their Succeffors; and alfo to give, grant, alien,
affign and difpofe Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, and
to do, execute all and fingular other Things by the fame Name
that to them fhall or may appertain to do; and that they
and their Succeffors, by the Name of The Governor and Compg:
ny of Adventurers of England, irading into Hudfow's Bay, may

plead



[ i ]

plead and be impleaded, anfwer and be anfwered, defend and
be defended, in whatfoever Courts and Places, before whatfoever
Judges and Juftices, and other Perfons and Officers, in all or fin-
gular Actions, Pleas, Suits, Quarrels, and Demands whatfoever,
of whatfoever Kind, Nature, or Sort, in fuch Manner and
Form as any other Our Liege People of this Our Realm of Eng-
land, being Perfons able and capable in Law, may or can have,
purchafe, receive, poflefs, enjoy, retain, give, grant, demife,
alien, affign, difpofe, plead, defend, and to be defended, do,
permif, and execute ; and that the faid Governor and Company
Adventurers of England, trading into Hudfow's Bay, and their
Succeffors, may have a common Seal to ferve for all the Caufes
and Bufinefles of them, and their Succeflors ; and that it thall and
may be lawful to the faid Governor and Company, and their
Succeflors, the fame Seal from time to time, at their Will and
Pleafure, to break, change, and to make anew, or alter, as to
them fhall feem expedient.

Aud farthermoze, We will, and by thefe Prefents for Us;
Our Heirs and Succeflors, We do ordain, that there fhall be
from henceforth one of the fame Company to be elected and ap-
pointed in fuch Form as hereafter in thefe Prefents is exprefled,
which fhall be called The Governor of the faid Company.

And that the faid Governor and Company fhall and may ele&t
Seven of their Number in fuch Form as hereafter in thefe Prefents
is exprefled, which fhall be called The Committee of the faid Com-
pany, which Committee of Seven, or any Three of them, together
with the Governor or Deputy-Governor of the faid Company for
the Time being, fhall have the Direction of the Voyages of and for
- the faid Company, and the Provifion of the Shipping and Mer-
chandizes thereunto belonging, and alfo the Sale of all Mer-
chandizes, Goods, and other Things returned, in all or any the
Voyges or Ships of or for the faid Company, and the managing
and bandling of all other Bufinefs, Affairs, and Things, belong-
ing to the faid Company. And We will, ordain, and grant, by
thefe Prefents, for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeflors, unto the faid
Governor and Company, and their Succeflors, that they the faid
Governor and Company, and their Succeffors, fhall from hence-
forth for ever be ruled, ordered, and governed, according to fuch
Manner and Form as is hereafter in thefe Prefents exprefled, and
not otherwife : And that they fhall have, hold, retain, and en-
joy, the Grants, Liberties, Privileges, JurifdiGtions, and Immu-
nities, only hereafter in thefe Prefents granted and exprefled,
and no other. And for the better Execution of Our Will and
Grant in this Behalf, We have affigned, nominated, conftituted,

and
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and appointed, by thefe Prefents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succef-
fors, and we do affign, norninate, conftitute, and make, Our
faid Coufin Pfince Rupert to be the ﬁ_rf’: and 'prefent Governor
of the faid Company, and to continue in the faid Office from the
Date of thefe Prefents until the 10th November then next follow-
ing, if he the faid Prince Rupert thall {o long llvq, and fo until
a new Governor be chofen by the faid Company in Form here-
after exprefled. And alfo We have affigned, nominated, and ap.
pointed, and by thefe Prefents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succefors,
We do affign, nominate, and conttitute, the 'faxd Sir Fobn Ro-
binfon, Sir Robert Vyner, Sir Peter ‘Colleton, Sir Fames Hayes,
Jobn Kirke, Francis Millington, and fobn Portman, to be the
Seven firft and prefent Committees of the faid Company, from
the Date of thefe Prefents until the faid roth of November then
alfo next following, and fo until new Committees {hall be chofen
in Form hereafter exprefled.” - -~ -
Ano farther, We will and grant by thefe Prefents, for Us,
Our Heirs and Succeflors, unto the faid Governor, and their Suc-
ceffors, that it thall and may be lawful to and for the faid Go-
vernor and Company for the Time being, or the greater Part of
them prefent at any publick Aflembly commonly called, Z%e Court
General to be holden for the faid Company, the Goverpor of the
faid Company being always one, from time to time to elect, no-
minate, and appoint one of the faid Company to be Deputy to
the faid Governor ; which Deputy fhall take a corporal Qath,
before the Governor and Three more of the Committee of the
faid Company for the Time being, well, truly, and faithfully
to execute his faid Office of Deputy to the Governor of the faid
Company ; and after his Oath {o taken, fhall and may from time
to time, in the Abfence of the faid Governor, exercife and exe-
cute the Office of Governor of the faid Company, in fuch Sort
as the faid Governor ought to do.
~ dnd farther, We will and grant by thefe Prefents, for Us,
Our Heirs and Succeffors, unto the faid Governor and Company -
of Adventurers of England trading into Hudfor’s Bay, and their
Succeflors, that they, or the greater Part of them, whereof the
Governor for the Time being, or his Deputy, to be one, from
time to time, and at all times hereafter, fhall and may have
Authority and Power, yearly and every Year, between the firft
and laft Day of November, to affemble and meet together in fome
convenient Place, to be appointed from time to time by the Go-
vernor, or in his Abfence by the Deputy of the faid Governor,
and the faid Company for the Time being, and the greater Part
of them which then thall happen to be prefent, whereof the Go-
vernor
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vernor of the faid Company, or his Deputy for the Time being
to be one, to elect and nominate one of the faid Company, which
fhall be Governor of the {faid Company for One whole Year, then
next following, which Perfon being fo elected and nominated to
be Governor of the faid Company, as is aforefaid, before he
be admitted to the Execution of the faid Office, fhall take a
corporal Oath before the laft Governor, being his Predeceflor, or
his Deputy, and any Three or more of the Committee of the faid
Company, for the Time being, that he fhall from time to time
well and truly execute the Office of Governor of the faid Com=
pany, in all Things concerning the fame ; and that immediately
after the fame Oath {o taken, he fhall and may execute and ufe
the faid office of Governor of the faid Company, for One whole

Year from thence next following, ,
and in like S0t, We will and grant, That as well every
one of the above-named to be of the faid Company or Fellow-
thip, as all others hereafter to be be admitted, or free of the faid
Company, fhall take a corporal Qath before the Governor of the
faid Company, or his Deputy, for the Timebeing, to fuch Effet as
by the faid Governor and Company, or the greater Part of them, in
any publick Court to be held for the faid Company, fhall be in
reafonable and legal Manner fet down and devifed, before they
fhall be allowed or admitted to trade or traffick as a Freeman of
the faid Company. Gnd farther, We will and grant, by thefe
Prefents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, unto the faid Go-
vernor and Company, and their Succeffors, That the faid Go-
vernor, or Deputy-Governor, and the reft of the faid Company,
and their Succeflors, for the Time being, or the greater Part of
them, whereof the Governor, or Deputy-Governor, frcm time
to time to be one, fhall and may from time to time, and at all
times hereafter, have Power and Authority yearly, and every
Year, between the firft and laft Day of November, to aflemble
and meet together in fome convenient Place, from time to time
to be appointed by the faid Governor, or, in his Abfence, by his
Deputy ; and that they being fo aflembled, it fhall and may be
lawful to and for the faid Governor, and his Deputy, and the
Company for the Time being, or the greater Part of them, which
then fhall happen to be prefent, whereof the Governor of the
faid Company, or his Deputy, for the Time being, to be one, to
ele&t and nominate Seven of the faid Company, which fhall be a
Committee of the faid Company, as aforefaid, before they be ad-
mitted to the Execution of their Office, fhall take a corporal
Oath, before the Governor, or his Deputy, and any Three or
more of the faid Committee of the faid Company, being the laft
b Prede-
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Predeceflors, that they, and every of them, fhall well and faith«
fully perform their faid Office of Committees in all things con=
cerning the fame ; and that, immediatel'y after t!)e f'fndf‘ Qath fo
taken, they fhall and may execate and ufe their faid Office of
Committees of the faid Company, for One whole Year from
thence next following. ‘ ) R
And moeober, Our Will and Pleafure is, and by thefe Pres
fents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, We do grant unto the
faid Governor and Company, and their Succeflors, that when;
and as often as it fhall happen, the Governer or Deputy-Gover-
nor of the faid Company, for the Time being, at any TFime
within One Year after that he fhall be nominated, eletted, and:
fworn to the Office of the Governor of the faid Company, as is
aforefaid, to die, or to be removed from faid Office, whick
Governor, or Deputy-Governor, not demeaning himfelf well in
his faid Office, We will to be removeable at the Pleafure of the
reft of the faid Company, or the greater Part of them which fhall
be prefent at their publick Affemblies, commeonly called, Z/esr
General Courts holden for the faid Company, then it fhall, -and
{o often may, be lawful to and for the Redfidue of the faid
Company, for the Time being, or the greater Part of them, w thin
a convenient Time after the Death or Removing of any fuch Go-
vernor or Deputy-Governor, to affemble themfelves in fuch
convenient Place as they fhall think fit, for the EleQion of the
Governor or Deputy-Governor of faid Company ; and that
the faid Company, or the greater Part of them, -being then and
there prefent, fhall and may then and there, before their De-
~parture from the faid Place, elect and nominate one other of the
faid Company to be Governor or Deputy-Governor for the faid
Company in the Place or Stead of him that fo died, or was re-
moved ; which Perfon being fo eleCted and nominated to the
Office of Governor or Deputy-Governor of the faid Company,
thall have and exercife the faid Office for and during the Re-
fidue of the faid Year, taking firft a corporal Oath, as is afore-
faid, for the due Execution thereof ; and this to be done from
time to time, fo often as the Cafe thall fo require.
dnd alfo, Our Will and Pleafure ‘is, and by thefe Prefents,
for Us, Our Heris and Succeflors, We do grant unto the faid
Governor and Company, that when, and as often as it thall hap-
pen any Perfon or Perfons of the Committee of the faid Com.
pany, for the Time being, atany Time within One Year next
after that they, or any of them, fhall be nominated, eleéted, and
{worn to the Office of Committee of the faid Company, as is
aforefaid, to die, or to be removed from the faid Office, which

Committee not demeaning themfelves well in their faid Office,
i We
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We will to be removeable at the Pleafure of the faid Governof
and Company, or the greater Part of them, whereof the Govern-
or of the faid Company, for the Time being, or his Deputy,
to be one ; that then, and fo often, it fhall and may be lawfu}
to and for the faid Governor, and the reft of the Company, -
for the Time being, or the greatet Part of them, whereof the
Governor for the Time being, or his Deputy, to be one, within
convenient Time after the Death or Removing of any of'the faid
Committees, to affemble themfelves in fuch convenient Place asis
or fhall be ufual and, accuftomed for the Election of the Govern-~
or of the faid Company, or where elfe the Governor of the faid-
Company for the Time being, or his Deputy, fhall appoint. And
that the faid Governor and Company, or the greater Part of
them, whereof the Governor for the Time being, or his Peputy,
to be one, being then and there prefent, fhall and may then and’
there, before their Departure from the faid Place, elet and no=
minate One or more of the faid Company in the Place or Stead
of him or them that {6 died, or was or were fo removed; which
Perfon or Perfons fo nominated and ele¢ted to the Office of
Committee of the faid Company, fhall have and exercife the faid
Office for and during the Refidue of the faid Year; taking firfk
a corporal Oath, as is aforefaid, for the due Execution thereof 5
and this to be done from time to time, fo often as the Cafe fhall
require. . L : o
. @And to the end the faid Governor and Company of Advens
turers of England trading into Hudfon's Bay may be encouraged
to undertake, andeffeCtually to profecute, the faid Defign ; of Ouf
more efpecial Grace, certain Knowlege, and mere Motion, We
have given, granted, and confirmed, and by thefe Prefents; for
Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, do give, grant, and confirm, unto
the faid Governor and Company, and their Succeflors, the fole
Trade and Commerce of all thofe Seas, Streights, Bays, Rivers,
Lakes, Creeks, and Scunds, in whatfoever Latitude they fhall be,
that lie within the Entrance of the Streights commonly called
Hudfon's Streights, together with all the Lands and Territories
upon the Countries, Coafts, and Confines of the Seas, Bays,
Lakes, Rivers, Crecks, and Sounds aforefaid, that are not alrea-,
dy actually poflefled by the Subjects of any other Chriftian Prince
or State, with the Fifhing of all Sorts of Fifh, Whales," Stura
geons, and all other Royal Fithes, in the Seas, Bays, Inlets, and
Rivers within the Premifes, and the Fifh therein taken, together
with the Royalty of the Sea upon the Coafts within the Limits
aforefaid, and all Mines Royal, as well difcovered as not difco-
‘vered, of Gold, Silver, Gems, and precious Stones, to be found
or difcovered within the Territories, Limits, and Places aforefaids
' and
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and that the Land be from henceforth reckoned 27d reputed as one
of our Plantations or Coloniesin America, called Rupert's Land.
And farther, We do by thefe Prefents, for Us, Our Heirs
and Succeflors, make, create, and conftitute, the faid Governor
and Company, for the Time being, and their Succeflors, the
true and abfolute Lords and Proprietors of  the fame Tefritories,
Limits, and Places aforefaid, and of all other the Premifes, faving
always the Faith, Allegiance, and Sovereign Dominion, to Us,
Our Heirs and Succeflors, for the fame to have, hold, poflefs
and enjoy the faid Territories, Limits, and Places, and all and
fingular other the Premifes hereby. granted, as aforefaid, with
their and every of their Rights, Members, JurifdiCtions, Pre-
rogatives, Royalties, and Appurtenances whatfoever, to them the
faid Governor and Company, and their Succeffors for ever, to
be holden of Us, Our Heirsand Succeflors, as of Our Manor of
Eaft Greenwich in the County of Ken#, in free and common
‘Socage, and not in Capite, or by Knight’s Service ; yielding and
paying yearly to Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, for the fame,
"wo Elks, and Two black Beavers, whenfoever, and as often as
We, Our Heirs and Succeflors, fhall happen to enter into the
faid Countries, Territories, and Regions hereby granted. :
and fartyey, Our Will and Pleafure is, and by thefe Pre-
fents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, We do grant unto the
faid Governor and Company, and to their Succeflors, that it thall
and may be lawful to and for the faid Governor and Company,
and their Succeflors, from time to time, to affemble them{elves,
for or about any the Matters, Caufes, Affairs, or Bufinefles of -
the faid Trade, in any Place or Places for the fame convenient,
within Qur Dominions or elfewhere, and to hold Court for the
faid Company, and the Affairs thereof; and that alfo it fhall and
may be lawful to and for them, or the greater Part of them,
being {o affembled, and that fhall then and there be prefent, in
any fuch Place or Places, whereof the Governor, or his Deputy,
for the Time being, to be one, to make, ordain, and contftitute,
fuch and fo many reafonable Laws, Conftitutions, Orders, and
Ordinances, as to them, or the greater Part of them being then
and there prefent, fhall feem neceflary and convenient for the
good Government of the faid Company, and of all Governors
of Colonies, Forts, and Plantations, Facors, Mafters, Mariners,
and other Officers employed, or to be employed, in any the Ter-
Titories and Lands aforefaid, and in any of their Voyages ; and for
the better Advancement and Continuance of faid Trade or
‘Traffick, and Plantations, and the fame Laws, Conftitations, Or-
ders and Ordinances {o made, to be put in Ufe, and execute ac-

cordingly,
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cordingly, and at their Pleafure to revoke and alter the fame, or
any of them, as the Occafion fhall require : And that the faid
Governor and Company, fo often as they fhall make, ordain, or
~ eftablith, any fuch Laws, Conftitutions, Orders, and Ordinances,

in fuch Form asaforefaid, fhall and may lawfully impofe, ordam
limit, and provide, fuch Penaltles and Punifhments upon all Of-
fenders contrary to fuch Laws, Conftitutions, Orders,*and Or-
dmances or any of them, as to the faid Govemor and Company
for the Time being, or the greater Part of them, then and there
being prefent, the faid Governor or his Deputy bema always one,
thall feem neceffary or convenient for the Obfervation of the fame
Laws, Conftitutions, Orders, and Ordinances ; and the fame
Fines and Amerciaments fhall and may by their Oﬁicers and Ser-
vants, from time to time to be appointed for that Purpofe, levy,
take, and have, to the Ufe of  the faid Governor and Company,
and their Succeffors without the Officers and Minifters of Us,
Our Heirs and Succeﬁors and without any Account thereof to
Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors to be made : All and fingular
which Laws, Conftitutions, Olders and Ordinances, fo as afore-
faid to be made, We will to be duly obferved and kept, under
the Pains and Penalties therein to be contained ; {o always as the
. faid Laws, Conftitutions, Orders and Ordinances, Fines and
Amerciaments, be reafonable, and not contrary or repugnant,
but as near as may be agreeable, to the Laws, Statutes, or Cuf-
toms, of this Our Realm. ' '

Aud farthermoze, of our ample and abundant Grace, certain
Knowlege, and mere Motion, We have granted, and by thefe
Prefents for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, do grant unto the faid
Governor and Company, and their Succeflors, that they, and
their Succeflors, and their Faltors, Servants, and Agents, for
them, and on their Behalf, and not otherwife, fhall for ever
hereafter have, ufe, and enjoy, ot only the whole, intire, and
only Liberty of Trade and Traffick, and the whole, intire, and
only Liberty, Ufe, and Privilege of Trading and Traffick to and
from the Territories, Limits, and Places aforefaid ; but alfo the
whole and intire Trade and Traffick to and from all Havens,
Bays, Creeks, Rivers, Lakes, and Seas, into which they fhall
find Entrance or Paffage, by Water or Land, out of the Terri-
tories, Limits, and Places aforefaid ; and to and with all the Na-
tives and People, Inhabitants, or which fhall inhabit within the
Territories, Limits, and Places aforefaid ; and to and with all
other Nations inhabiting any the Coafts adjacent to the faid Ter-
ritories, Limits, and Places aforefaid, which are not already pof-
Afeffed as aiOICfELId or whereof the Tole Liberty or Privilege of

c Trade
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Trade and Traffick is not granted to any other of Our Sub-
jelts. |
! And of Our farther Royal Favour, and of Our more efpecial
Grace, certain Knowlege, and mere Motion, have granted, and
by thefe Prefents for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, do grant to
the faid Governor and Company, and to their Succeflors, that
neither the faid Territories, Limits, and Places, hereby granted
as aforefaid, nor anyPart thereof, nor the Iflands, Havens, Ports,
Cities, Towns, and Places thereof, or therein contained, fhall
be vifited, frequented, or haunted by any of the Subjects of Us,
Our Heirs or Succeflors, contrary to the true Meaning of thefe
Prefents, and by virtue of Our Prerogatives Royal, which We will
not have in that Behalf argued or brought into Queftion ; We
fireightly charge, command, and prohibit, for Us, Our Heirs and
Succeflors, all the Subjects of Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, of
what Degree or Quality foever they be, that none of them di-
re@ly do vifit, haunt, frequent or trade, trafick or adventure,
by way of Merchandize, into or from any the faid Territories,
Limits, or Places, hereby granted, or any or either of them,
‘other than the faid Governor and Company, and fuch particular
Perfons as now be, or hereafter thall be, of that Company, their
Agents, Factors, and Affigns, unlefs it be by the Licence and
Agreement of the faid Governor and Company in Writing firft
had and obtained, under their common Seal to be granted, upon
Pain that every fuch Perfon or Perfons that fhall trade and traffick
into or from any of the Countries, Territories, or Limits afore-
faid, other than the faid Governor and Company, and their Suc-
ceflors, fball incur our Indignation, and the Forfeiture, and the
Lofs of the faid Goods, Merchandizes, and other Things what-
foever, which fo fhall be brought into this Realm of Engiland, or
any the Dominions of the fame, contrary to Our faid Prohibition,
or the Purport or true Meaning of thefe Prefents, or which the
faid Governor and Company fhall find, take, and feize, in other
Places out of Our Dominions, where the faid Company, their
- Agents, Factors, or Affigns, fhall trade, traffick, or inhabit, by
virtue of thefe Our Letters Patents ; as alfo the Ship and' Ships,
-with the Furniture thereof, wherein fuch Goods, Merchandizes,
and other Things, thall be brought or found, the one Half of
all' the faid Forfeiture to be to Us, Our Heirs and Succeftors, and
the other Half thereof by thefe Prefents clearly and wholly for
Us, Our Heirs, and Succeffors, give and grant unto the faid Go-
vernor and Company, and their Succeflors.  And farther, all and
every their faid Offenders, for the faid Contempt, to fuffer {uch
Punithment as to Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, fhall feem meet

or
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or convenient, and not to be in any-wife delivered uritil they, and
every of them, {hall become bound unto the faid Governor, for
the Time being, in the Sum of One thoufand Pounds at the lea{’c
at no time thenafter to trade and traffick into any of the faid
Places, Seas, Bays, Streights, Ports,. Havens, or Territories
aforefald contrary to Our exprefs Commandment in that Be-
half fet down and publifhed.

aAnd farther, of Our more efpecial Grace, We have conde-
{cended and granted, and by thefe Prefents for Us, Ouwr Heirs
and Succeflors, do grant unto the faid Governor and Company,
and their Succeflors, that We, Our Heirs and Succeffors, will not
grant Liberty, Llcence or Power to any Per{on or Penons what-
foever, contrary to the Tenor of thefe Our Letters Patents, to
trade, traffick, or inhabit, unto or upon any of the Temtorles,
Limits, or Places, afore fpeciﬁed, contrary to the Meaning of
thefe Prefents, without the Confent of the faid Governor and

Company, or the moit part of them. '
dnp, of Our more abundant Grace and Favour to the faid -
Governor and Company, We do hereby declare Our Will and
- Pleafure to be, That if it fhall fo happen, thatany of the Perfons
free or to be free of the faid Company of Adventurers of Ezng-
land trading into Hudfor's Bay, who fhall, before the going forth
of any Ship or Ships appointed for a Voyacre, or otherwife, pro-
mife or agree, by Writing under his or their Hands, to adventurc
any Sum or Sums of Money, towards the furmfhmg any Provi-
fion, or Maintenance of any Voyage or Voyages, fet forth or to
be fet forth, or intended or meant to be fet forth, by the faid Go-
~ vernor and Company, or the more Part of them prefent at any pub-
lick Affembly, commonly called The General Court, thall not within
the Space of 'T'wenty Days next after Warning given to him or
them, by the faid Governor and Company, or their known Officer
or Minifter, bring in and deliver to the Treafurer or Treafurers
appointed for the Company, fuch Sums of Money as thall have
been exprefled and fet down in Writing, by the faid Perfon or
Perfons, fubfcribed with the Name of {aid Adventurer or Adven-
turers, that then, and at all Times after, it fhall and may be
lawful to and for the faid Governor and Company, or the more
Part of them prefent, whereof the faid Governor or his Deputy
to be one, at any of their General Courts, or General Affem-
blies, to remove and disfranchife him or them, and every fuch
Perfon or Perfons, at their Wills and Pleafures; and he or they
fo removed and disfranchifed, not to be permitted to trade into
the Countries, Territories, or Limits aforefaid, or any Part there-
of, nor to have any Adventure or Stock gomg or remaining with
or
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or among the faid Company, without fpecial Licence of the faid
Governor and Company, or the more Par't of them prefent at
any General Court, firft had and obtained in that Behalf ; any
thing before in thefe Prefents to the contrary thereof in any-wife
notwithftanding,. ‘ | |
Qnd Our Will and Pleafure is, and hereby We do alfo ordain, '
That it thall and may be lawful to and for the faid Governor and
Company, or the greater Part of them,; whereof the Governor
for the Time being, or his Deputy, to beone, to admit into, and
be of the faid Company, all fuch Servants or Fattors, of or for
the faid Company, and all fuch others as to them, or the moft
Part of them prefent at any Court held for the faid Company,
the Governor or his Deputy being one, fhall be thought fit and
agreeable with the Orders and Ordinances made and to be made
for the Government of the faid Company. ‘
and farther, Our Will and Pleafure is, and by thefe Pre-
fents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, We do grant unto the
faid Governor.and Company, and to their Succeflors, that it thall
and may be lawful in all Ele&ions, and By-Laws, to be made
by the General Court of the Adventurers of the faid Company,
that every Perfon fhall have a Number of Votes according to
his Stock ; that is to fay, For every hundred Pounds by him f{ub-
fcribed or brought into the prefent Stock, One Vote ; and that
any of thofe that have fubfcribed lefs than One hundred Pounds,
may join their refpetive Sums to make One hundred Pounds,
and to have One Vote jointly for the fame, and not otherwife.
and farther, of Our efpecial Grace, certain Knowlege, and
mere Motion, We do for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, grant
to and with the {aid Governor and Company of Adventurers of
England trading into Hudfon’s Bay, that all Lands, Territories,
Plantations, Forts, Fortifications, Factories, or Colonies, where
the faid Company’s Faétories or Trade are or fhall be, within
any the Ports or Places afore limited, fhall be immediately and
from henceforth under the Power and Command of the faid
Governor and Company, 'their Succeflors and Affigns ; faving the
Faith and Allegiance due and to be performed to.Us, Our Heirs
and Succeflors, as aforefaid ; and that the faid Governor and
Company fhall have Liberty, full Power and Authority, to ap-
oint and eftablith Governors, and all other Officers to govern
them ; and that the Governor and his Council of the feveral and
refpective Places where the faid Company fhall have Plantations,
Forts, Factories, Colonies, or Places of Trade within any the
Countries, Lands, or Terrtiories hereby granted, may have Power
to judge all Perfons belonging to the faid Governor and Compa-
ay,
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ny, or that fhall live under them, in all Caufes, whether Civil
or Criminal, according to the Laws of this Kingdom, and t
execute ]uﬂ:xcc accordingly.

- 41D, in cafe any Crime or Mifdemeanor fhall be committed
in any of the faid Company’s Plantations, Forts, FaGories, or
Places of Trade within the Limits aforefaid, where ]udlcature can-
not be executed for want of a Governor and Council there, then
in fuch cafe it fhall and may be lawful for the chief F: alor of
that Place, and his Council, to tran{mit the Party, together with
the Oﬁ"ence, to fuch other Plantatlon Fattory, or Fort, where
there fhall be a Governor and Councﬂ where Juftice may be
executed, or into the Kingdom of England as fhall be thought
moft convenient, there to inflic fuch Punifhment as the Nature
of the Offence will deferve.

and mogzuhm:, Our Will and Pleafure is, and by thefe Pre-
fents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, We do give and grant
unto the faid Governor and Company, and their Succeflors, free
Liberty and Licence, in cafe they conceive it neceffary, to fend
either Ships of War, Men, or Ammunition, into any their Plan-~
tations, Forts, Fa&m 1es, . or Places of Trade aforefaid, for the®
Security and Defence of the fame, and to choofe Commanders
and Officers over them, and to give them Power and Authority,
by Commiffions under "their Common Seal, or otherwife, to con-
tinue or make Peace or War with any Prince or People what-
foever, that are not Chriftians, in any Places where the faid Com-
pany hall have any Plantatxonq Forts, or Factories, or adjacent
thereunto, as fhall be moft for the Advantagc and Benefit of faid
Governor and Company, and of their Trade ; and alfo to right
and recompenfe themfelves upon the Goods Eftate, or People
of thofe Parts, by whom the faid Governor and Company fhall
fuftain any InJury, Lofs, or Damage, or upon any other Peoplc
whatfoever, that (hall any way, contrary to the Intent of thefe Pre-
fents, interrupt, wrong, or injure them in their faid Trade, within
the faid. Places, Territories, or Limits, granted by this Charter.
And that it (hall and may be lawful to and for the faid Governor
and Company, and their Succeflors, from time to time, and at
all times henceforth, to eret and build fuch Caftles, Fortificati-
ons, Forts, Garifons, Colonies or Plantations, Towns or Villages,
in any Parts or Places within the Limits and Bounds granted be-
fore in thefe Prefents, unto the faid Governor and Company, and
their Succeflors, from time to time, and at all times from hence-
forth, to ere&t and build fuch Caftles, Fortifications, Forts, Ga-
rifons, Colonies or Plantations, Towns or Villages, in any Parts
or Places within the Limits and Bounds granted before in thefe

d Prefents,
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Prefents, unto the faid Governor and Company, as they in their
Difcretion {hall think fit and requifite ; and for the Supply of
fuch as fhall be needful and convenient to keep and be in the
fame, to fend out of this Kingdom to the faid Caitles, Forts, For-
tifications, Garifons, Colonies, Plantations, Towns or :Vxl!ages,
all Kinds of Cloathing, Provifion of Vituals, Ammunition, and
Implements neceflary for fuch Purpofe, paying the Duties and
Cuftom for the fame ; as alfo to tranfport and carry over f{uch
Number of Men being willing thereunto, or not prohibited, as
they fhall think fit, and alfo to govern them in fuch legal and
reaionable Manner as the faid Governor and Company fhall think
beft, and to inflit Punithment for Mifdemeanors, or impofe fuch
Fines upon them for Breach of their Orders, as in thefe Prefents

are formerly exprefled. ,
dud favther, Our Willand Pleafure is, and by thefe Pre-
fents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, We do grant nnto the
faid Governor and Company, and their Succeflors, fuil Power
and lawful Authority to feize upon the Perfons of all fuch Exg-
lifh, or any other Subjets, which fhall fail into Hudfor’s Bay,
or inhabit in any of the Countries, Iflands, or Territories hereby
granted to the faid Governor and Company, without their Leave
and Licence in that Behalf firft had and obtained, or that fhall
contemn or difobey their Orders, and fend them to Englond 5
and that all and every Perfon or Perfons, being Our Subjells,
any ways employed by the faid Governor and Company, within
any the Parts, Places, or Limits aforefaid, fhall be liable unto,
and fuffer {uch Punifhments for any Offences by them commit-
ted in the Parts aforefaid, as the Prefident and Council for the
faid Governor and Company there fhall think fit, and the Merit
of the Offence fhall require, as aforefaid ; and in cafe any Perfon
or Perfons, being convicted and fentenced by the Prefident and
Council of the faid Governor and Company, in the Countries,
Lands, and Limits aforefaid, their Factors or Agents there, for
any Offence by them done, fhall appeal from the fame; and then,
and in fuch Cafe, it fhall and may be lawful to and for the faid
Prefident and Council, Faétors or Agents, to feize upon him or
them, and tocarry him or them home Prifoners into England,
to the faid Governor and Company, there to receive fuch condign
Punifhment as his Caufe fhall require, and the Law of this Nation
allow of : And for the better Difcovery of Abufes and Injuries to
be done unto the faid Governor and Company, or their Succe(-
~ {ors, by any Servant by them to be employed in the faid Voyages
and Plantations, it fhall and may be lawful to and for the faid
Governor and Company, and their refpective Prefidents, .Chief
Agent,
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Agent, or Governot in the Parts aforefaid, to examine upon Qath
all Fa&ors, Mafters, Purfers, Supercargoes Commanders of
Caftles, Foxts Fortifications, Plantations or Colonies, or other
Penons touchmg Or CONCerning any Matter or Tmnb, in which
by Law or Ufage an Qath may be adminiftred, fo as the faid Oath,
and the Matter therein contained, be not repugnant, but agreea-
ble to the Laws of this Realm.

And We do hereby ftreightly charge and cothmand all and
fingular our Admirals, Vice-Admirals, Juftices, Mayors, Sheriffs,
Conftables, Bailiffs, and all and ﬁngular other Cur Officers, Mi-
nifters, Liegemen, and Subjects whatfoever, to be aiding, fa-
vouring, helping, and affifting to the faid Governor and Compa-
ny, and to their Succeflors, and to their Deputies, Officers, Fac-
tors, Servants, Aﬂignees and Minifters, and every of them, in
executing and enjoying the Premifes, as well on Land as at S@a,
from time to time, when any of you '(hall thereunto be required g
any Statute, A&, Ordinance, Provifo, Proclamation, or Re-
ftraint heretofore made fet forth, ordained or prov1df:d or any
other Matter, Caufe, or Thmg, whatfoever to the contrary in any=
wife notw1thﬁandmg IN WITNESS whereof We have
caufed thefe Ouar Letters to be made Patents; Witnefs Qurfelf at
Weftminfler, the Second Day of May in the Two-and-twentieth
Year of Our Reign.

By Writ of Privy-Seal,
ISZ.g”(,’[lj

PIGOTT.

NuMmzer
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Numeer 1L

OSEPH la France is now about 36 Years old. He was

born at Mifflimakinac, and was § Years old when his Mother
died. His Father then took him with him to Quebec to learn French,
where he ftaid the Winter, about 6 Months. He fays, as well
as he can remember, Quebec was about a League long, and
Half a League broad, and had 4 or 5000 Men in Garifon, it be-
ing about the Time of the Peace of Utrecht. He returned from
thence with his Father, and lived with him until his Death, which
happened when he was 14 Years old.  After his Death, when
he was about 16, he went down to Monreal, to {ell what Furs
and Peltry his Father had left him ; and then returned to M7/fl:-
makinac, where he traded and hunted in the neighbouring Coun=
tries until he was 27 Years old ; in which Time he went one
Year to Miffyfipi. He went by the Iliinefe Lake, which he calls
Michigon. At the Bottom of the Lake there was a French
Fort, in which there were 15 French in Garifon, about 11 Years
ago. The River upon which it is built, he calls Sainz Fofeph ; it is
very rapid. He pafled by Ouifconfic 1o the Miffjffipi, and went
down it as far as the River Mzjfouris, and returned by the fame
Route. In his Return he pafled by the Bay of L Our qui Dort,
fo called from a Heap of Sand upon a Point which refembles a
Bear fleeping. When he was 28 Years old, he went with a Par-
cel of Furs, with 8 Iroguefe, in 2 Canoes, crofs the Lake of
Hurons, by the Bay of Sakinak, to the Streights of Errie, which
they pafled in the Night for fear of being ftopped by the French,
who have a Village or little Fort there, in which he believes
there may be 100 Houfes. He from thence pafled thro’ Lake
Errie to the Fall of Niagara, and the Iroguefé carried his Canoes
and Furs down by the Fall to Lake Frontenac, for which he
gave them 100 Beavers, and thence went to Ofivega ; but was
not within the Fort or Town, the Iroguefe felling his Furs for
him ; and then retarned by the fame Way to Miffilimakinac. He
fays the French have a Fort on the North Side of the Fali of
Niagara, betwixt the Lakes Errie and Fromtenac, about
Leagues within the Woods from the Fall, in which they keep
30 Soldiers, and have about as many more with them as Servants
and Afliftants ; thefe have a fmall Trade with the Indians for
Meat, Ammanition, and Arms.

About
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About 6 Years ago he went again to Monreal with T'wo Tndizns,
and a confiderable Cargo of Furs, where he found the Governer
of Canada, who wintered there. He made him a Prefent of Mar-
tens Skins, and alfo 1000 Crowns, for a Conge or Pafiport to have
a Licence to trade next Year : But in Spring he would neither
give him his Conge nor his Money, under Pretence that he had
{old Brandy to the fudians, which is prohibited, and threatened him
with Imprifonment for demanding his Money ; f{o that he was
obliged to-fteal away with his Two Indians, and what Goods he
had got in Exchange for his Furs, with his 3 Canoes. Mbnreal, he
fays, is about 60 Leagues above Quebec. It is a large Town, about
-a League and an Half in Circuit within the Walls, which are 1§
Feet high, of Lime and Stone. They have 300 Men in Garifon.
This is the only confiderable Town in Canade befides Quebec;
for T7ois Rivieres is but a Village. He fays, they have a Fort the
Natives cali Catarakui Fort, 8o Leagues above Monreal, near Lake
Frontenac, in which they keep a Garifon of 40 Mén, as the fz-
dians informed him, and about as many more Inhabitants, The
River 7. Laurence, from thence to Monreal, is fo full of Water-
falls, and fo rapid, that there is the urmoft Danger and Difficuley
in going by Water, and no going fo far by Land through the
Woods, {o that no Trade can becarried on that Way but at great
Expence. o o ,

They have no other fortified Places in Canada, but one Fort
called Champli, near Champlain Lake, upon the Englih and
droguefe Frontiers, in which they have 20 Men in Garifon.

He was above 40 Days in going up the River, from Monreal to
the Lake Nepefing, which is at the Source of that River which hé
calls S¢. Laurence, and not the River which paffes through the .
Lakes; but La Hontan calls it the River Outaouas. He had 36
Land-Carriages before he got to Nepifing. He was but 18 Daysin
going down it to Monreal. He fays, the River Nepifing runs from
the fame Lake into the Lake of Hurons. Thisis what La Hontan
calls French River ; it is 20 Leagues in its Courfe, and had Threé
Falls upon it, which they defcended in Two Days; and with 2
fair Wind they might go from thence to Mifilimakinic in Two
Days more along the Iflands. Upon his Return he exchanged his
Goods for Furs, and refolved to try his Fortune once more to Mon-
7eal, and make his Peace with the Governor. He fays, when he
Yefe Miffilimakinac, there were but 2 Men with the Governor in Ga-
rifon, which was only to open and fhut the Gates. He fays, that of
late the Trade from thence to Monreal is fo much leflened upon
account of the Fnglifh {upplying the Indians much cheaper and bet-
ter, by an eafy Navigation through the Lakes to N/agara, that

€ - there
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there do not -go above 11 Canoes in a Year, and ‘thofe Licences
are generally given to fuperannuated Oﬁic?rs; .the,.AvanCe and
Injuftice of the Governor of Canada has likewife difgufted the

atives. o ,

N After having got a Parcel of Furs, he, with Two I/zdzaa? Slaves,
and 3 Canoes, paffed the Lake Huron, and enter'd t.h_e River Ne-
pifing, and went up it feveral Leagues ; but aca Tura in che River
he met 9 Canoes, in which was the Governor’s Brother-in-law,
with 30 Soldiers, and as many more to manage the (’:',q;ioes, who
feized him and his Furs, and Slaves, as 2 Runaway without a Pafi-
‘port, and would have carried him away to Monreal’; but he made
his Efcape into theWoods in the Night, with only his Gun, and Five
Charges of Powder and Ball, and paffed by Land alone through
the Woods on the North Side of Huron Lake, unul he met with
fome of the Miffada Indians, who live there, having been Six
Weeks in his Journey, travelling behind the Mountains, on the
North Side of the Lake, in a marfhy Country, abounding with
Beavers, and thus returned to Sauz S¢. Marie; and having loft all,
determined to go to the Engli/b in Hudjon’s Bay, by pafling thro’
the IndianNations Weft of the Upper Lake, until he thould arrive,
by thefe Lakes and Rivers which run Northwards, at'2ar% Forr,
on Nelfon’s River. . ,

He fet out in the Beginning of Winter 1739. upon this Journey
and Voyage, and hunted and lived with the Judrans his Re!ations
the Sauteurs, on the North Side of the Upper Lake, where he was
well acquainted, having hunted and traded thereabouts for Four-
teen Years. Hefays the Upper Lake has Three Iflands near theNorth
Shore, about 3 Leagues from the Shore; they are abour 3 or
Leagues each in Circumference.  One of them hecalls Iffe du ;-
ghor ; they are full of fine Woods, as is all the NorthCoaft, which
1s very mountainous ; but the Country is very fine to the Northward
of the high Land. : -

The Upper Lake falls into the Lake of Hurons by the Falls of
St. Mary, which is a rapid Current of feveral Leagues. From that
Fall to the River Michipikoton on the North Side of the Lake, is 6o
Leagues; that River 15 navigable Northward for 20 Leagues,
being 3 Fathoms deep, and without Cataralls; it runs through a
Valley betwixt the Mountains; which is about Three Leagues wide, -
full of fine Woods ; and then there is a Fork where Two Branches
meet; and on each Side, at a confiderable Diftance, are Two round
Hills detached from the others, which they call Le Deux Maziselles,
or'T'woPaps ; thefe Two Branches come from their feveral Sources,
dfter running about Eight Leagues, through a Country abounding
in Bearers. There are 'Two Jndjan Nations upen this North Coaft 3

the
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the Epinette Nation are upon the Eaft Side of that River, and the
‘Ouaffi upon the Weft Side, both Tribes of the Sauzeurs.

About 100 Leagues farther Weft is another River, which

runs from the North-weft into this Lake, which he calls the Ri-
ver, Du Pigue from a tharp Rock at the Mouth of the River,
formed like a Pike or Halbert: It is only navigable for aboutThree
Leagues toaFall, above which is a Lake about Six Leagues long,
which comes from a marfhy Country full of Beavers; on the
“Weft Side of this River, and of the Upper Lake, is a Range of
Mountains full of Woods, and a River full of Catarads defcends
from them, and enters into the River Du Pigue a litde before it
pafles into the Lake; among thefe Mountains are feveral rich
Mines ; he faw fome very good Lead and Copper Ore, which the
Natives brought down from thefe Mountains. On the South-weft
Side of the Lake, under thefe Mountains, is a flat Country, full
of Woods and Beavers, but the South and South-eaft Side is a fandy,
low, dry Country, without Wood. He ftaid Part of the Winter
with the Indians atx Michipikoton, and in the Month of March got
to the River Du Pique, which he pafled on the Ice, it being not
then thawed. He fays, there are many Beavers alfo among the
Mountains, Southward of that River, they having greac Flats
above, and among the Mountains, where they make their Dams
and Ponds. The Ice was quite gone on the South-weft Side of
the Lake, by the 15th of4pr7/, N.S. He fays, the Lake is never
frozen at any Diftance from the Shore, only in little Bays, where
it fometimes is frozen, and breaks off, and is carried out and in
with the Wind. ' ‘
- On the fandy Coaft, on the South-eaft Side of the Lake, there
is nothing but Shrubs not above Six Feet high ; but at fome Di-
ftance from the Coaft there are fine Meadows and Pafture, full of
Elks, Stags, Deer, Goats, wild Beeves, &c. interfperfed with
Woods; and the Iudian Nations in the neighbouring Countries
remove thither in the Summer Seafon, to hunt and feed upon
them.

On the South-weft Side of the Lake, betwixt the woody and
Champaign fandy Country, there is a Land- Carriage of 3 Leagues,
and they came to a Marfh or Bog about a League long, and Five
Furlongs over, and from thence another Land-Carriage of Ning
Leagues to the River Du Pluis, which, after a Courfe of Fifteen
l.eagues, falls into the Lake Du Pluiss. He was from the Begin-
ning to the 18th of Apri/ 1740. in getting to thisRiver; therehe,
and the Indians with him, got fine Birch-trees of a great Size tg
make their Canoes. The River they embark’d upon was about
'Three Furlongs broad, but was not deep, and had no Waterfalls;

the
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vhe Courfe was South-weft. The Indians, whe aré on the Wefk
Side of “that River, are called Monfoni or Mofinique, or Gens de
Original. The Lake Du Pluis is 100 Leagues in Length, and is fo
called from a perpendicular Water-fall, by which the Water falls
into a River South-weft of it, which raifes a Mift-like Rain.. He
was 15 Days in pafling down this River to the Lake Dx Plus, in
his Canoe; he coafted along the North-weft Side of the Lake,
which was full of fine Woods ; but there was none on the South-
-eaft Side, as the Natives informed him, except near the Edge of-
the Lake, for about Half the Length of the Lake, at which Place
a River enters it from the South Side, which comes from a low
Country, full of Beavers. The French, upon Account of thefe
Land-Carriages, never pafs into thefe Countries adjoining to this
Lake.

He pafled the Lake Du Pluis in the latcer End of April,and
Beginning of May; and ftaid 10 Days at the Fall with the Mon/s-
ni, where they fith with Nets at the Bottom of the Fall. They
have Two great Villages, one on the North Side, and the other on
~ the South Side of the Fall. -

The River Du Pluis, which falls from the Lake, is a fine large:
River, which runs Weftward, and is about 3 Furlongs in Breadth;
its Courfe is about 60 Leagues before it falls into the Lake Dz
Bois, or Des Ifles, and is free from Cataralts, having only Two
tharp Streams. He was 10 Days in going down it in his Canoe;
the whole Country along its Banks is full of fine Woods, in which
are great Variety of Wild-fowl and Beafts, as wild Beaver, Stags,
Elk, Deer, &e. and the River and adjoining Lakes full of excel~
lent Fith.. This River falls into the Lake Du Bois, where he ar-
- tived about the End of May. This Lake is very large, and filled
with fine Iflands ; he was 30 Days in pafling it, fithing and hunt-
ing as he went with the Natives,and ftaid a Month in one of the
Mlands with the Monfoni and Sturgeon Indians, who live on the
North Side of this Lake, and meet in that Ifland to be merry, and
confirm their Friendfhip and Alliance ; thefe laft are called fo
from the great Number of Sturgeons they take in thisLake, which
is the greateft Part of their Provifions. He ftayed there until the
Month of Augufl. All thefe Iflands and Coafts are low, and full of
fine Woods, where all kind of Fowl breed. At the Weft End of
this Lake, which is much longer than the Lake Du Pluis, a great
River enters it near the Place where the great Ouinipigue River
pafles out of it, and runs into the Lake of the fame Name. This
River has a long Courfe from the Southward. On the South-weft
of this Lake is the Nation of the Sieux Indians. The River Oui-
aipique is as large as the River Du Pluis, but is much more rapid,’

having
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having about 30 Falls or Sharps upon ir, where they mult carry
their Canoes. Two or Three of them are Carriages of a League
ar Two, the others are very thort.  Upon that Account he was 15
Days in going down the River, which runs North-weft about 106
Leagues. . Italfo runsthrough a fine woody Country, having ma-
ny Sorts of Timber-trees of great Bulk. On the South-weft
Side, at fome Diftance, is a flat Country, full of Meadows; at the
Fallsitis about a Furlong in Breadth, in other Places Three or Four.
He arrived at the great Ouinipique Lake in September; he was
about 30 Days in pafling it, thooting and fithing as he went. After
going half-way through it, he joined the Cris or Chriftinaux In=
dians, who live on the North-eaft Side, and went on Shore, and
hunted Beavers all the Autumn. He faw but Two Iflesinit ; one
was full of Wood, it was about 3 Leagues long, and 2 broad. He
called it the Iffe Du Bicke, or of Hinds, there being feveral upon
it; the other was fandy, and without Wood, full of Geefe and
other Water-fowl; which breed there; he called it-Goofe Ifle, but
the Natives called it Sandy Ifle.

On the Weit Side of this Lake the Indians told him a River en-
ter’d it, which was navigable with Canoes; it defcended from Lac
Rouge, or the Red Lake, called fo from the Colour of the Sand ;.
they faid there were T'wo other Rivers run out of that Lake, one
into the Miffiffip:, and the other Weftward, into a marthy Coun-
try, full of Beavers. '

The Country Weft of the Ouinipigue Lake has dry Iflands or
Hills with marfhy Bottoms, full of Woods and Meadows. On the
Eaft Side is a fine flar Country, full of Woods, until they come.
to the Bottom of the Mountains, which are betwixt this and the
Upper Lake. On a Lake on that Side, betwixt this Lake and Lake
Du Bois, are the Migechichilinious, or Eagle-eyed Indians ; thefe,,
he fays, are net called fo from their having a tharp Sight, but upon
account of many Eagles which breed in Iflands in that Lake. :

Upon the.Weft Side of Lake Ouinipique are the Nation of the
Alfinibouels of the Meadows, and farther North a great Way are
the AYfininibouels of the Woods. To the Southward of thefe are
the Nation of Beaux Hommes, (ituated betwixt them and the S7enx
Indians. 'The Indians on the Eaft Side are the Chriflinaux, whofe
Tribes go as far North on that Side as the 4/finibouels do on the
other. All thefe Nations go naked in Summer, and paint or ftain
their Bodies with different Figures, anointing themfelves with
Greafe of Deer, Beavers, Bears, ¢re. which prevents the Muski-
toes, Serpents, or other Vermin, from biting them, they having
an Antipathy to all Oils.

f The
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The great Ouinipique Lake was frozen over in Winter; it is no-
where 10 Leagues wide, and in fome Places not above a Leagué
and a half wide ; the Winter there was not fevere, it lafted about
3 Months and 2 half; the Froft breaking up there in March. -

This Lake is difcharged into the little Ousnipigue .by a River he
calls the Red River, or Little Ouinipique, after a Courfe Northwards
of about 60 Leagues. , B

This River runs through the like woody Country as the others;
but the Weft Side is more temperate than the Eaft, upon account
of the Mountains to Eaftward of it ; from whence a River de-
fcends into it through a marfhy Country, full of Beavers, [

He made his Canoe in the Spring, at the North End of this
Lake, and went down to the little Ouinipigue in-the Beginning of
Summer ; this laft Lake is about 35 Leagues long, and 6 broad ;
~ there is but one litele Ifland inir, almoft upon a Water-Level ; the
- Indians call it Mini Sabique.

- The Courfe of this Lake is from South to North, through a
woody, low Country. In all thefe Countries are many Kinds of
wild Fruit, as Cherries, Plums, Strawberries, Nuts, Walnuts,

&¢. The Winters here are from 3 to 4 Months, according as

they happen to be more or lefs fevere. - He paffed this Lake, and

the River which runs into the Lake Dy Szens, in Summer and Au-

tumnn;; this is about 100 Leagues from the other. He fays there

is a Fork in this River Dx Ssens, by which one Branch difcharges

itfelf more Wefterly, and runs into the Country, where is the Na-

tion of Vieux Hommes ; this Nation is not called fo from the Age
of the Inhabitants, but from a Number of old Men, who {pa-

rated from fome others, under a Chief or Leader of their own ;

and from that time they were called {fo. On the Eaft Side there

enters a rapid River from the Mountains, full of Falls,upon which

the Nation Du Cris Panis Blanc inhabit, who are ftill a Tribe of
the Chriftinaux. - - S

~ The Lake Du Siens is but finall, being not above 3 Leagues in

Circuic ; butall around its Banks, in the thaltow Water and Marth-

es, grows a kind of wild Oat, of the Nawre of Rice; the out-

ward Husk is black, but the Grain within is white and clear like

IF{iced s this the Indians beat off into -their Canoes, and ufe it for

ood. ‘ L :

. All the Country adjoining this River is alfo full of Beavers.

Here the Winter overtook him, and he’was obliged to part with

his Canoe, and travelled and hunted through that Country for Six

Months, in which Time he pafled Northwards near 100 Leagues ;

buc would have been much more, had he followed the Courfe of

the
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the River in Summer in his Canoe. He got to the Lake Cariboux
in the Beginning of March 1742: This Lake is abouc 10 Leagues
long, and 5 broad ; the Ice was beginning to thaw when he came
there; a Tribe of the Chriffinaux live on the Eaft of this Lake,
and the Affinsbouels of the Woods on the Weft Side. The River
Cariboux runs out of this Lake Northwards for about 1 § Leagues,
and then it {preads,-and is wafted in a marfhy Country, where
there is no paffing by Water, nor by Land in Summer; the Ice
being then breaking up, he was obliged to go about 15 Leagues
Eaftward, to avoid the Bogs, before he could reach the Lake
Pachegoia, into which the River Cariboux defcends through the
Marthes. o - - '
Puachegoia is the Lake where all the Ind/ans affemble in the
latter End of March every Year, to cut the Birch-trees, and make
their Canoes of the Bark, which then begins to run, in order to
" pafs down the River to Yo7k Fort on Nelfon River with their Furs;;
1t is divided fo as to make almoft Two Lakes; the Weft Side by
which he paffed was about 100 Leagues in Circuit ; the other Side
or Eaftern Lake was much larger, as the Indians informed him.
The River De Vieux Hommes runs from the Weft for about 200
Leagues, and falls into this Lake, near the Place the River Cari-
boux entersit; it has a ftrong Current, and is always muddy, bux
there are no Falls upon it: Thefe go generally down the River Ma-
noutifibi or Churchill River, and trade there, having either a Pafl-
age or fhort Land-carriage to that River. The Lake Pachegoia
was furrounded with fine Woods of Oak, Cedar, Pine, Poplar,
Birch, &¢c. He arrived there the latter End of March, and ‘he,
with the other Indians, cut the Barl for their'Canoes, and then
hunted for fome time for Provifions; they began to make their
Canoes the firft of April, N. 8. which they finithed in Three Days;
onthe 4th, he being appointed one of theirLeaders, {et out with
100 Canoes in Company, for the Facory at 2ork Fort: There are
generally Two Indians in a Canoe, but he was alone in his; the
they were Three Weeks in pafling along the Weft Side of the Lake
before they came to the Place it is difcharged by the River Savanze
ot Epinette; for they were obliged to coaft the Weft Side of the
Lake in their little Canoes, and keep along the Bottom of each
Bay; for thefe fmall Canoes can bear no Surge or Waves when the
Wind blows; and when they came to any Point on the Lake; if
there was any Wind, they were obliged to carry their Furs and
€anoes over the Land to the next Bay, which, with hunting for
Provifions, delayed them greatly ; ac that Time they had neither
Ice on the Lake, nor Snow on the Land. In the Beginning of
May, N. 8, he entered the River Savanne; but did not reach the
great
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preat Fork where the River divides, until the Beginning of Funeé;
for the Indians, what with hunting for Provifions, and from
their Lazines, who would not ftir or exercife in the Heat of the
Day, it being then very warm, and the Trees all fully blown,
and from fome Land-Carriages upon the Sharps and Falls, did
not go above Two or Three Leagues in a Day. The River was
fmall, where it came out of the Lake, for about Six Leagues, it
{preading through feveral little Paffages through the Marfhes ; but
farther down, when colle@ed together, formed a large River; it
was then quite free of Ice, they had a brisk Current, and feve-
ral Sharps; but had but one Carriage of 100 Yards; it is about
8o or go Leagues from the Lake to the Fork., The Land at
- fome Diftance from the River was dry ‘and hilly, -and full of
fine Trees of great Bulk and Height, as Fir, Pine, Spruce, Afh,

Elm, Birch, Cedar, Alder, &c. The Banks were low, until

they got to the great Fork, where the River is divided by a

Rock, upon which a convenient Fort might be built, which

might be cut off by bringing the Water around it. Tt is about

60 Leagues from this Fork to the Factory: They ftaid here Eight

Days to hunt for Provifions; there not being plenty of Gamé

vpon the Eaft Branch, which is the Way he went down, it be-

ing the fhorteft Paffage ; at the fame time another Fleet of 100

- Canoes went down the Weftern Branch; it was the 2g9th of
Fune, N.S. when he got to the Factory; and the other Party who
went down the other Branch, were Three Weeks later. From

this Fork to within Four or Five Leagues of the Fort, the Banks

are high, and of red Earth, from which he calls the River

from the Fork, the River de Terre »ouge; and from that Place

they defcend gradually to the Sea, until they are near a Water-

Level ; the Current was very eafy from the Fork to the Fort, the

IMland to Weftward of their Chanel was full of Wood, but the

Country above and beyond the other Bank was not fo woody.

‘They were about Three Weeks in going from the Fork to the
Factory ; for the Indians told him, notwithfanding it was fo

warm and pleafant in paffing down the River, and the Trees

fully blown, that when they would come near the Sea, they

would find it very cold, with Snow and Ice in the River, and the

Trees but juft beginning to bud; and accordingly. they delayed

going down fo foon as they otherwife might, or they could have

gone down in Four or Five Days: This he could not eafily-be.

lieve, confidering how, forward the Spring was there, and the

Weather fo warm; but when he came within Four or Five

Leagues of the Fort, where the Land began to flope towards the

Sea, he then found a great deal of Ice in the River, and the Treeg

bue
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but juft budding ; and when he got to the Fort, the Snow fell
in one Night Three or Four Inches thick ; but all above, along
the River, the Climate and Seafon was warm, and the Trees all
in high Bloom.

Two Days after he got to York Fort, one of the Monfoni In-
dians arrived there with his Wife; he had Four Packs of Beavers
of 40 each; he told him, he came by the River and Lake Du
Pique, and was Two Years hunting from thence before he got to
the Fort; that he had about Sixty Land-Carriages, paffing from
Lake to Lake, having no Rivers running the Courfe he came,
except one which he pafled down for Two Days; he came to
one very great Lake, in which he could difcover no Land on either
Side ; bur pafled along it, from Ifland to Ifland, which took him
up a confiderable time,

The Indians being obliged to go afhore every Day to hunt for
Provifions, delays them very much in their Voyages; for their
Canoes are fo fmall, holding only Two Men and a Pack of 100
“Beavers-skins, that they can’t carry Provifions with them for any
Time; if they had larger Canocs, they could make their Voyages
fhorter, and carry many more Beavers to Market, at leaft Four
times as many, befides other Skins of Value, which are too heavy
for their prefent Canoes: This, and the high Price fet upon the
European Goods by the Company in Exchange, difcourages the
Natives {o much, that if it were not that they are under a Necef-
fity of having Guns, Powder and Shot, Hartchets, and other Iron
Tools for their Hunting, and Tobacco, Brandy, and fome Paint
for Luxury, they would not go down to the Factory with what
they now carry : At prefent they leave great Numbers of Furs and
Skins behind them. A good Hunter among the Indians can kill
600 Beavers in a Seafon, and can carry down but 100; the reft
he ufes at home, or hangs them upon Branches of Trees, upon
the Death of their Children, as an Offering to them ; or ufe them
for Bedding and Coverings: They fometimes burn off the Fur,
and roaft the Beavers like Pigs, upon any Entertainments; and
they often let them ror, having no further Ufe of them. The
‘Beavers, he fays, are of Three Colours; the Brown reddith Co-
lour, the Black, and the White: The firft is the cheapeft: The
Black is moft valued by the Company, and in England: The
White, tho’ moft valued in Canada, giving 18 Shillings, when
.others gave Five or Six Shillings, is blown upon by .the Com-
pany’s Factors at the Bay, they not allowing {o much for thefe
as for the others; and therefore the Indians ufe them at home,

. g ‘ or
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or burn off the Hair, when they roaft the Beavers like Pigs, at an
Entertainment when they feaft together: He fays, thefe Sking
are extremely white, and have a fine Luftre, no Snow being
whiter, and have a fine long Fur or Hair; he has{een 15 taken
of that Colour out of one Lodge, or Pond.  The Beavers have
Three Enemies, Man, Otters, and the Carcajon, or Queeque-
hatch, which prey upon them, when they take them at an Ad-
vantage ; the laft is as large as a very great Dog; 1t has a fhort
Tail like a Deer or Hair, and has a good Fur, valued at a
Beaver and half in Exchange. The Beavers chiefelt Food is,
the Poplar, or Tremble; but they alfo eat Sallows, Alders, and
moft other Trees not having a refinous Juice; the middle Bark
is their Food: In May, when the Wood is not plenty, they live
upon a Jarge Root, which grows in the Marthes, 2 Fathom long,
and as thick as a Man’s Leg, the French call it Poler ; buc the
Beavers are not fo good Food as when they feed upon Trees. They
will cut down Trees above Two Fathoms in Girth with their
Teeth; and one of them obferves when it is ready to fall, and
gives a great Cry, and runs the contrary Way, to give Notice to
the reft to get out of the Way; they then cut off all the top
"Twigs, and {maller Branches, T'wo or Three Fathoms in Length,
and draw them to their Houfes, which they have built in their
Ponds, after having raifed or repaired their Pond-head, and
made it ftaunch, and thruft one End into the Clay or Mud,
that they may lie under Water all the Winter, to preferve the
‘Bark green and tender, for their Winter Provifion ; after cutting
off the fmall Branches, they cut and carry away the larger, un2
til they come to the Bole of the Tree. The Beavers are deli-
cious Food; but the Tongue and Tail the moft delicieus Parts
of the whole: They are very fat from November, until the End
“of March; they have their Young in the Beginning of Sum-
mer, at which Time the Females are lean by fuckling their
Young ; and the Males are lean the whole Summer, when they
“are making or repairing their Ponds and Houfes, and cutting down
and providing Timber and Branches for their Winter Store. They
breed once in a Year, and have from Ten to Fifteen at a Licter,
which grow up in one Seafon; fo that they muliiply very faft,
and if they can empty a Pond, and take the whole Lodge, they
generally leave a Pair to breed, fo that they are fully flocked agan

in Two or Three Years. .
The Loup Cervier, or Lynx, is of the Cat Kind, but as large
as a great Dog; it preys upon all the Beafts it can conquer, as
- does
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does the Tyger, which is the only Beaft in that Country that
won’t fly from a Man.

'The American Oxen, or Beeves, have a large Bunch upon their
- Backs, which is by far the moft delicious Part of them for Food,
it being all as fiwveet as Marrow, juicy and rich, and weighs fe-
veral Pounds.

The Indians Weft of the Bay, living an erratic Life, can have
no Bencfit by tame Fowl or Cattle; they feldom ftay above a’
Fortnight in a Place, unlefs they find Plenty of Game. When
they remove, after having built their Hut, they difperfe to get
Game for their Food, and meet again at Niglt, after having kiiled
enough to maintain them for that Day; they don’t go above a
League or Two from their Hut. When they find Scarcity of
Game, they remove a League or Two farther ; and thus the
traverfe through thefe woody Countries-and Bogs, fcarce mifling
one Day, Winter or Summer, fair or foul, in the greateft Storms
of Sno{v, but what they are employed in fome kind of Chace.
'The - fmaller Game, got by Traps or Snares, are generally the
Employment of the Women and Children; fuch as the Martens,
Squirrels, <Cats, Ermines, &¢. The Elks, Stags, Rein-deer,,
Bears, 'Tygers, wild Beeves, Wolves, Foxes, Beavers, Otters,
Corcajeu, &¢. are the Employment of the Men. The Indians,
when they kill any Game for FFood, leave it where they kill it,
and fend their Wives next Day to carry it home. They go home
in a direé& Line, never miffing their Way, by Obfervations they
make of the Courfe they take upon their going out, and fo judge
upon what Point their Huts are; and can thus direét themfelves
upon any Point of the Compafs. The Trees all bend towards the
"South, and the Branches-on that Side are larger and ftronger than
on the North Side; as alfo the Mofs upon the Trees. To let
their Wives know how to come at the killed Game, they from
Place to Place break off Branches, and lay them in the Road,
pointing them the Way they fhould go, and fometimes Mofs ;
{o that they never mifs finding it. ;

In Winter, when they go abroad, which they muft do in all
Weathers, to hunt and fhoot for their daily Food, before they
drefs, they rub themfelves all over with Bears Greafe, or Oil of
Beavers, which does not freeze ; and alfo ruball the Fur of their
Beaver-Coats, and then put them on: They have alfo a kind of
Boots, -or Stockings, of Beaver’s Skin, well oiled, with the Furin-
wards; and dbove them they have an oiled Skin laced about their
Feet, which keeps out the Cold, and alfo Water, when thére is no

- Ice
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Ice or Snow j and by this means they never freeze, nor fuffer any
thing by Cold. In Summer alfo, when they go naked, they rub
themfelves with thefe Oils or Greafe, and expofe themfelves to the
Sun, without being fcorched ; their Skins always being kept foft
and fupple by it: Nor do any Flies, Bugs, or Musketoes, or any
noxious Infedt, ever moleft them. When they want to get rid of
it, they go into the Water, and rub themfelves all over with Mud
or Clay, and let it dry upon them, and then rub it off; but
whenever they are free from the Qil, the Flies-and Musketoes
immediately attack them, and oblige them again to anoint them-
felves.

The Indians make no Ufe of Honey'; he faw no Bees there but.
the wild Humble Bee; but they are fo much afraid of being
ftung with them, they going naked in Summer, that they avoid
them as much as they can: Nor did he {ce any of the Maple
they ufe in Canada to make Sugar of, but only the Birch, whofe
Juice they ufe for the fame Purpofe, boiling it until it is black
and dry, and then ufing it with their Meat. They ufe no Milk
from the Time they are weaned, and they all hate to tafte Cheefe,
having taken up an Opinion, that it is made of dead Mens Fat.
They love Prunes and Raifins, and will give a Beaver-skin for
Twelve of them, to carry to their Children; and alfo for a
Trump, or Few’s Harp. He fays the Women have all fine
Voices, but have never heard any mufical Inftrument. They are
very fond of all Kinds of Pictures, or Prints; giving a Beaver
for the leaft Print: And all Toys are like Jewels to them.

When he got to the Natives Southward of Packegoia, he had
about 30 Cowries left, and a few fmall Bells, lefs than Hawks
Bells: When he thewed one of them, they gave him a Beaver-
skin for One ; and they were fo fond, that fome gave him Two.
Skins, or Three Marten-skins for One, to give their Wives, to
make them fine. The Martens they take in Traps; for if they
fhot them, their Skins would be fpoiled : They have generally
Five or Six at a Litter. A ' ,

He fays, the Natives are fo difcouraged in their ‘Trade with
the Company, that no Peltry is worth the Carriage ; and the fineft
Furs are fold for very little.. . When they came to the Faftory in
Fune 1742, the Prices they took for the European Goods were
much higher than the fettled Prices fixed by the Company;
which the Governors fix o, to fhew the Company how zealous
they are to improve their Trade, and fell their Goods to Ad-
vantage. He fays, they gave but a Pound of Gunpowder for

4 Beayefs,
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4 Beavers, a Fathom of Tobacco for7 Beavets, a Pound of Shot
. for 1, an Ell of coarfe Cloath for 135, a Blanket for 12, 2 Fith-
hooks, or 3 Flints, for 1, a Gun for 25, a Piftol for 10, a com-
mon Hat with white Lace %, an Ax 4, a Bill-hook 1, a Gallon
of Brandy 4, a chequer’d Shirt 73 all which are fold at a mon- -
ftrous Profit, even to 2000 per Cent. Notwithftanding this Dif-
couragement, the two Fleets which went down with him, and
parted at the Great' Fork, carried down 200 Packs, of 100 each,
20000 Beavers; and the other Indians who arrived that Year, he
computed carried down 300 Packs of 200 each, 30000, in all
50000 Beavers, and above goco Martens.

The Furs there are much more valuable than the Furs upon
the Canada Lakes, fold at New-2ork ; for thefe will give Fiveor
Six Shillings per Pound, when the others fell at Three Shillings
and Sixpence. He fays, that if a Fort was built at the Greaz
Fork, 60 Leagues above Zork Fort,and a Fa&ory with Exropean
Goods were fixed there, and a reafonable Price was put upon
European Goods ; that the Trade would be wonderfully increafed :
For the Natives from the Southward of Pachegoia could make,
at leaft, Two Returns in a Summer; and thofe at greater Di-

ftances could make One, who can’t now come at all; and above

- double the Number would be employed in Hunting, and many
more Skins would be brought to Market, that they can’t now
afford to bring for the Expence and low Price given for them.
The Stream is fo gentle from the Fork to Zork Fort, on either
Brarich, that large Veffels and Shallops may be built there, and
carry down bulky Goods, and alfo return again againft the
Stream : And the Climate is good, and fit to produce Grain, Puls,
&c¢. and very good Grafs and Hay for Horfes and Cattle. And
if afterwards any Settlements were made upon Pachegoia, and Vel-
fels built to navigate that Lake, which is not more Northerly
than Lat. 52 Degrees, the Trade would be flill vaftly more en-
larged and improved, and fpread the Trade not only up the Ri-
vers and Lakes as far as the Lake Du Bois, and De “Pluis, but
alfo among the 4finibouels, and Nations beyond them, and the
Nation de Vieunx Hommes, who are 200 Leagues Weftward of
Pachegoia. He fays, the Nations who go up that River with Pre-
fents, to confirm the Peace with them, are Three Months in
going up; and fay, they live beyond a Range of Mountains be-
- yond the dffinibouels ; and that beyond them are Natons who
have nct the Ufe of Fire-Arms; by which means, many of them
are made Slayes by them, and are fold to the dffiniboucls, B};mzz's
h : anc,
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Blane, and Chriftinanx. He faw feveral of them, who all wanted
a Joint of their Little Finger, which, they faid, was cut off foon
after they were born; but gave no Reafon for it. :
Whilft he was at 227k For# he got acquainted with an old In-
dian, who lived at fome Diftance from Nelfon River, to the Weft-
ward, being one of thofe they call the Home Indians, who had,
about 15 Years ago, gone at the Head of 30 Warriors, to make
War againft the Aszimofpiquais, Zete Plat, or Plafcotez de Chiens,
a Nation living Northward on the Weftern Ocean of America:
He was the only one who returned, all the reft being either
killed, or perifhed through Fatigue, or want of Food, upon thetr
Return. When they went, they carried their whole Families with
them, and hunted and fifhed from Place to Place for Two Win-
ters, and One Summeér, having left their Country in Autumn, and
in April following came to the Sea-fide on the Weftern Coaft,
where they immediately made their Canoes. At fome little Di-
ftance they faw an Ifland, which was about a League and a half
long. When the Tide was out, or Water fell, they had no Water
betwixt them and the Ifland ; but when it rofe, it covered all the
Paflage betwixt them and the Ifland, as high up as the Woods
upon the Shore : There they left their Wives and Children, and
old Men to conduc them home, and provide them with Provi-
fions, by hunting and fhooting for them upon the Road ; aad he,
with 30 Warriors, went in Queft of their Enemies the Zete Plar,
After they parted with their Families, they came to a Streight,
which they paffed in their Canoes. The Sea-coaft lay almoft
Faft and Weft ; for hefaid the Sun rofe upon his Right Hand, and
at Noon it was almoft behind him, as he pafled the Streight, and
always fet in the Sea. After pafling the Streight, they coafted
along the Shore for Three Months, going into the Country and
Woods, as they went along, to hunt for Provifions. He faid, they
faw a great many large Black Fith {pouting up Water in the Sea,
After they had thus coafted for near Three Months, they faw the
Footfteps of fome Men on the Sand, by which they judged they
were not far from their Enemies; upon which, they quitted their
Canoes, and went Five Days through the Woods and Bufhes,
which were but very low and fhrubby, and fo clofe, they could
with Difficulty make way through it; and then came to the Banks
of a River, where they found a large Town of their Enemies ;
and, after making their ufual Cry, they difcharged their Arrows
and Guns againft thofe who appeared, upon which they fled;

but upon finding how few they were, they returned, and kitled
15
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15 of them, and wounded 3 or 4 more; upon which, they fled
to the Woods, and from thence made their Efcape to their Ca-
noes before their Enemies overtook them, and, after a great deal
of Fatigue, got to the Streight; and, after getting over, they all
died, one after another, except this old Man, of Fatigue and Fa-
mine, leaving him alone to travel to his own Country, which took
him up about a Year’s time ; having left his Gun, when his Am-
munition was {pent, and loft all his Arrows, and, upon his Re-
turn, had not even a Knife with him : So that he was reduced to
live upon Herbs, and the Mofs growing upon the Rocks; and
was almoft famifthed when he reached the River Sakie, where he
met his Friends again, who relieved him, when he defpaired of
ever again feeing his own Country. This is the Account, fo far
as Jofeph la France could inform me, of thofe Countries South-
ward of Zork Fort, which may be brought to trade there.
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