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'Tbe COM M I 77 E E appointed to inquire into tbe 
State and Condition of tbe Countries adjoining to 

Hudfon's Bay, and of the Trade carried on there; 

and to confider bow tboft Countries may be fittled and 
improved, and the Trade and Fijheries there extended 

and increafed; and a!fo I to inquire into the Right 

the Company of Adventurers trading to Hudfon's Bay 
pretend to have, by Charter, to the Property of Lands, 
and ·exclujive 'rrade to thaft Countries; have, purfuant 

to the Qrder of tbe Houfe, examined into the /everal 

Mtftters to them referred; and find the particular 
State thereof to be as follows. 

Y OU R Committee thought proper, in the firft place, to 
inquire into the Nature and Extent of the Charter granted 
by King Charles the Second to the Company of Adven­

turers trading to Hudfln's Bay; under which Charter the pre(eD[ 
Company claim a Right to Lands, and an exclufive Trade to 
thofe Countries: Which Charter being laid before your Com­
mhtee, they thought it neceffary, for the Information of the 
Houfe, to annex a Copy thereof [0 this Report, in the Appen­
dix, No. I. 

~ our Co~micree then proceeded to examine the following 
Wltne1Tes; vtz . .. 

Jqfeph Robfln: Who faid, That he had been in the Service of 
the Company, and refided at Hudfln's Bay Six Years,; that he 
went over there in the Year 1733. to the beft of his Remem­
'\>rance, and flayed there Three Years; and we~t a Second time 
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in 1745. and flayed Three Years more: That the Firfr time he 
went he was employed as Stone-Mafon, and refided at Prince of 
WaldsFort,; andthelaft rime-as Mafon and Surveyor, the Two 
firfr Years of which Time he was at York Fort or~ Hays's River, 
and the laft Year at-Pr-incc4-W-aIel.sF()"-';--; but hen~~rwas -up­
Ifcthe ebOntry, except once up Nelfrm's Rtver, to the Dlftance of 
about Forty or Fifty Miles. , 

That he does not know, nor ever heard of any Settlement up 
the River ;nor-did!1e, fee any l\1~;f~s<?fC~lt~vation:[here; that 
the -Corppapy have Four Forc~ hi _Hu4flm's,Bay, and a fm~ll ,~et­
t~~e:t)t or Two'~ but that th'e'Wienefs' was' 'never at-any' of the 
faid, Forts,e,xcept, ~~~ T,~~ ,~~f~,e~ment\ion)~d ~ ,and ,t~~t he ,can­
not fay -hoyv '(ar the Cqmpany s Settlemen,;rs' extend North and 
SoUth. "" 

'. Being'e::camined,as to-~?~, St,rength' ofYor'~,p()rt;, he faid., It was 
a'fquare TImber, For~, WIth Four fmall ?afrlOqs,; that t,here were 
Th~rty:-fixMen .in:,thefaid Fon, includmg Servants and Factors, 
~nd Nineteen great Quns, Twelve, Nine,and SiJc POl,lnde,rs~ ~ith 
Three {mall Guns on each Curtain, carrying Shot from one Pound 
to' one Pound-and, anhalf.Welght ; ihatSit' or 'Seven Men are 
~~ce1T~ry to manage ~'Twelve, ~9upder. c \. .' 

And being ask~d) If there 'were not Indt<ans ready to be called 
in tod~(end,the Fort? he'Jaid he never underftood it fa, nor had 
he~rd .ariy fu~h' thing, <qr of a.ny Indians til the Company's Pay; 
that during the- Time the' Witnefs was ther:e, the Indians came in 
and out on Accouht of Trade only, fometimes Two or Three at 
a time, fometimes Thirty; that there are Indians employed to 
get Provifions, which they barter with the Company; and if the 
Indians bring no Game in, theyare. in that cafe generally allowed 
half a Pint of Oatmeal a Day, which is given them to keep 
them from flarving; but that the Indians are,in the Appre­
henfion of the Witners,' of a Difpofition too cowardly to be 
of any Ufe in cafe of an Attack. . 

And being asked, If the Ind£aJ2s are allowed -to lodge in the 
Fort? he faid, Some particular Per[ons are fomerimes.. . 

Being examined as to Increafe of Srrength or Number of the 
-Fons, fince the Commencement of the War; he [aid, The Com­

pany were building a Foit at Eskimaux Point, which he believes 
is not yet fini£hed; that during the Time the-faid Fort was build­
ing, the Witnefs wrote a Letter to the Company ,·th~t it would be 
of no Ufe; that the Forts he had feen were in[uffi~enr, and that 
better nj~ht be erea:e~ t~ere.:.ln con[equence whereof the Wi~­
nefs ha~ Letter, appOIntmg hlm Mafon and Surveyor; but there 
was not a~\fufficient Number of Workmen in the Country to keep 
the Forts in Repair.' . 

That 
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That Prince of Wales's Fort, when finiihed, will'mount about 
Thirty.feven Canon, and is 300 Feet from Baftion Point to Ba­
frion Point, and is built of Stone, and coming down in many 
Places; that the Company's chief Factor built the. Fort, under 
whofe DireCtions the Witnefs was employed in the Execution of 
the Mafonry, and built a Part of the Eaft and) South Baftions, 
about Eight Foot high, which {lands very well: This was, fome 
of it, built in the Year 1733' and was covered with a Timber 
Parapet, which was taken down as the Stone Work could be 
erected. 

And being asked, If the Coldnefs of the Climate was not the 
Reafon of the Stone Work's falling down? he faid,' If that had 
b,een the Cafe, the Work executed by him (the Witnefs) would 
have come down as well as the reft; that the Stone Work fell 
down both in Winter and Summer ; that the Morter fcales off 
in Winter; bur that the Stone, which is all rough and hard, frands 
the Winter; that the Orders fent by the Company for repairing 
the Forts were proper :' But the Witne(s was contradicted by the 
chief FaCtor; nor had he Hands to execute them. 

And being asked, If he did not know, before he went the Se­
cond time to HudJon's Bay, that there were not a fu~cient Num­
ber of Hands for a Work of this Nature; and why in that Cafe 
he did not reprefent to the Company the Neceffity of fending 
more? he faid, He did not know the Nature of his Work till he 
was got over; that he executed a Contract as Mafon and Sur­
veyor; but it was not expreffed in the Contract what he Was to 
do; and underftood he was to draw Charts or Plans of Rivers; 
and did not know of the Orders he afterwards received in the 
Country, nor of any Mafons Works to be executed: And in the 
firft Letter the Wimefs wrote to the Company from York Fort, he 
reprefented that there were'not Hands to do the Work; but that 
he found an Engineer there, who, together with the Governor, 
took the Direction out of the Hands of the Witnefs; that there 
were never more than Eight or Ten Men employed betides the 
Witnefs, and fometimes only Two or Three; that the Founda­
tion of the Fort was laid before the Witners went over; and that 
he built thereon Eight Foot from the Ground; that in the Abfence 
of the Witnefs the Works were raifed on what he had already 
builr; which SuperftruCture he was afterwards obliged to pull down 
and repair." , 

And being asked, If the bad State of the Forts was to .be af­
cribed to the Want of proper DireCtions from the Company, or 
want of Hands? he faid, The Fault was in the chief FaCtor, who 
contradicted theWitnefs in every Point; but in cafe he had not, 
there were not Hands fufficient to do the Bufinefs. 

B Being 
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Being asked as to the N umb,er of BritiJh SubjeCts in the Com­
pany's Settlements; he faid, The firf\: Year ~e was at York Fort 
there were 36 Perfons there; and at Churchtll44 or 45; that he 
never faw any Britijh Subjects there, except the Company's Ser­
vants, nor any other Europeans whatfoever; nor did he ever hear 
of any People defirous to fix there, or that the Company' had 
ever offered Encouragement to Britifh Subjects t? fettle there: 
That the Witnefs under~ands a little of the Indtan Language.i 
and by what he has been able to collect from the Natives, they 
are about Three Weeks in coming down from their Country to 
the Forts, which they explain by faying, they fleep fo often in 
their Journey, which the Witnefs apprehends to mean, that they 
ar~ fo many Days in coming down; but he has heard of the In­
dians coming down one continued Journey for Two Months: 
That the Company never feor up any People into the Country 
to trade with the Natives, though the Indians would gladly en­
tertain them; and have frequently asked, Why the Engli/h would 
not go up as well as the French? , , 

That the prefent Method of carrying on the Trade is, for the 
Indians to bring down their Goods to the Fort, and deliver them 
through a Window or Hole; and the Goods brought down are 

'Beavers Skins, Martens, Foxes, Furs, Pelts, and Feathers: That 
he has heard of Pieces of Ore ~aken out of a Mtne, and rent 
home to the Company as a Curioficy; but no People were rent 
to work thofe Mines: That the Country is well wooded up Nel­
fin's River with Fir-trees; but the Wieners faw no Cedar nor 
Oak: That he does not know of any Tar or Pitch made there; 
but has feen a fmall Q£antity of Whalebone, he thinks about 
Two or Three hundred Weight, brought from Hu4Jon's Streights, 
and {orne Oil from Eskimaux. 

That he is of Opinion, Oil and Copper might be brought 
from thence, having [een Copper round the Indians Necks and 
Arms; that' he has feen about a Pound and Half, or Two Pounds, 
of Copper Ore, which he underftood from the Natives they 
brought from a great Diftance, but can't fay how far; and he 
has likewife feen Ore, which he imagined to be Iron or Tin Ore: 
That there are great Numbers of White Whales and Seels; and 
the Witnefs has alfo feen Black Whales, but not directly in Hud-

Jon's Bay, but in the Streights; and that Oil might be made 
from the Whales, Seels. and White Bears; that he can't recol­
lea: any other Commodities, except fome lhining Stones, of the 
Value of which he is no Judge; that he has heard the Ore has 
been fent over to be tried, but does not know how it proved. 

That 



[ 7 ) 

That the Fir-trees about Churchzll River are about ThIrty 
Foot high; but there are very tall Trees upon Ne!fon's River, 
which may be floated down; that he has feen fmall Birch-trees 
up in the Country; and the Canoes coming down Ne!fon's River, 
which runs South Weft, are made of Birch·bark. 

He further faid, He was acquainted with the Company's Stan~ 
dard of Trade; that the Method is, to appoint Two Traders, 
and no other of the Company's Servants are admitted to trade: 
That he thinks the Company take Fifteen Beavers for a Gun; 
and, in his Opinion, if the Standard of Trade was more advan­
tageous to' the Indians, a greater ~antity of Furs and Pelts 
would be brought: That he has never feen. any of the French, 
but has feen Indians who have faid, they traded with the French j 

and has feen Goods carried in Canoes to· the French, as the In­
dians told him: That the Indians bring down Beavers, and that 
he does not apprehend any uf the Produce of the Country is 
fold by Factors to the French; but he thinks, that the Beavers 
which are brought down to the Company, are refufed by the 
French, from their being a heavy Commodity,; for the Natives' 
who come to trade with the Company, difpofe of their fmall 
valuable Furs to the French, and bring down their heavy Goods 
to the Company, in Summer, when the Rivers are open, 
which they fell, and fupply the Fr~nch with European Goods, 
purchafed from the Company. , 

And being asked, If t~ere were not great Falls on the Rivers? 
he (aid, He met with no ObftruCtion in going up 40 or 50 
Miles, only the Stream and Tide; and that the Indians could 
row all the Way he went; that he failed up all the Falls very 
eafily, though they were called great Falls: That the Indians 
come to Churchill River in July, and fray Three Weeks, or a' 
Month; that fame few come after Chriflmas, when they come 
down upon the Ice, and carry home Powder and Shoe in Ex­
change for Furs; that he never knew any Goods returned on the 
Indians Hands; and he has h~ard the chief Factor fay, That if 
the Indians bring down a ~antity of Goods infufficient to pur­
chafe Neceffaries for their Subfiftence, the Company will (if they 
know them) truft them with Goods, which the Witnefs looks 
upon as an Encouragement: That there are generally Six or 
Eight Indians ftay about the Fort all the Year round, who, when 
they can't get Provifions, are allowed half a Pint of Oatmeal a 
Day., . 

And being asked, If he ever heard the Indians complain of 
not having a fufficient Price for {heir Goods? he [aid, He was. 
not admicted (0 talk with chern, except in the Fon, the Com­

pany's 
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pany's Servants being forbid to converle with the Indiam pri­
vately; but he has heard fome Indians, who [pea k Englijh, fre­
quently cOrl1plain of (heir not having ViCtuals or Wages enough; 
bue thofe Indians never converfe with the French, nor go far fi om 
the Forts. _ 

That during the Time the Wieners was at York Fort, the 
Company's Servants were treated well, but while he was at 
Prince if Wales's Fort, very indifferently with regard to ProvifiohS: 
That the Company's Servants carry no Goods, being forbid to 

trade with the Indians, even for their own Provifions; and that 
he never knew any of the Company's People rent on Difcoveries 
into the inland Parts; thut there are trading Indians who come 
from the North, Thirty or Thirty-five in a Gang, and gene­
rally in the Winter; they bring their Provifions along with them, 
which confifl: of the Fleili of Deer, Beaver, or what other Ani­
mals they can catch, which is dried quite hard, and reduced to 
a Powder like Meal; that (here is Grafs in Abundance in the 
Northern Parts, a Yard high; but, in the Opinion of the Wit­
nefs, Corn would not grow there; but that he had eat Peas and 
Beans which grew at York Fort, in Latitude 57 Deg. but never 
knew any other Corn tried there; that the Quanri(y of Peas 
and Beans he fpeaks of, was as much as Six or Eight People could 
eat; but there are a thoufand Acres of Ground in Latitude 57 
Deg. which, if cultivated, would produce the fame, and a much 
larger Tr,aCt to the Southward; that the Peas and Beans grew 
by common Cultivation, without any Force, but the Produce 
was not fo large as in England. 

And being asked, If it would not be a great Advantage to the 
Company to grow Corn at York Fort, or their other Seulemenrs? 
he faid, It would doubrlefs be fo, and it was reafonable to think 
they would do it; but there were many Things not done, which 
would be of great Advantage befides that; and there mull: be 
fome fecret Caufe for it, to which the Wienefs was a Stranger. 

Being asked, How long the Froft was out of the Ground at 
York Fart? he faid,.It was hardly ever quite out of it; for he 
had dug Three Foot and an half deep, and then found a Shell 
of Ice, under which the Ground was all foft; that the Place he 
dug in was low Ground, about 13 Foot from High-warer Mark, 
never having an Opportunity to dig up in the .Country; but the 
Surface of the Ground was free, from the latter End of May, to 
the latter End of AuguJI; and in the Summer they have Eighteen 
Hours Sun at Churchill; that by the Accounts of the Peo"ple 
coming down, the Froft breaks fome Months fooner up in the 
Country;. that the .Cold in "Yinter .may be endured without any 
Inconvemency, thelf Cloathmg bemg adapted to the Climate; 

thac 



that the Witriefs has fuffered more from Cold iri this Country; than 
ever he did there; that Fldh will freeze; bu.t he never knew 
any Perf on lore his Fingers; that the Soil will bear Roots, fuch 
as Carrots, Radiihes; and Turneps; it alfo produces Coleworts, 
all which Roots and Greens grow in as great PerfeCl:i6n as. they 
do here; but he don't khbw, whether the Seed, produced there 
will grow again; and he don't think there are Two Acresculti­
vated at: boch the FaCl:o'ries where he has reuded; that the FaCl:o­
ries are in part fubfifted by killing. Geefe, Fow], and qeer; 
they have likewife a certain Grain which they call Rice, but no 
Pulfe; and if the Land at the Bottom of the Bay was properly 
cultivated, the Produce would fupport Numbers of People. 

That he has [een Oxen and Horfes belonging to tl).e Company 
at Prince of Wales's Fort~ which were brought from England, and 
fed with Hay and Corn, the Hay being got there, and made into 
Stacks; and they catch Fifh in the Summer Seafon~ and till near 
Chrijlmar. . 

That he apprehends, there are Indians higher in the Country 
beudes thofe the Company trade with; for it was commonly re­
ported at York Fort, that [orne Indians weie coming down who 
had never been there before; ))ut were prevented by being over­
fet in a Stream, and loft their Goods. 

That there was no Settlement at Ne!fon's River when the Wit­
nefs WaS there; but he apprehends it the propereft Place for a 
Settlement, though Hayes's River is within Six Miles bf ie, upon 
which York Fort frands; but the Works might he carried on at 
Ne!fon's in a much better manner. . 

That he apprehends' the Country might be fetded and inha­
bited, if People would go up the Rivers till they find a better Cli­
mate) 'and there ereCl: Senlements; that he does not doubt but 
he himfelf could find Three or Four .hundred Britijh SubjeCts, 
who would willingly go there to live Winter and Summer, and 
the Witnefs would go for One; that he would advife them, in 
that Cafe, to go up, Eight or Ten in Company, till they come 
to a warmer Climace; and the Ships that come to fetch their 
Goods, might bring them Provifions; and in that cafe they 
might trade with the Natives all the Year round, and live as the 
Indians do; that he would venture to go up into the Country 
with Six or Seven in Company, as far as the Rivers run; and 
that they could carryon Traffick without underfianding the 
Language; that he never was up among the Indians, and be­
lieves the FaCl:or would not have allowed it, having always un­
derftood his'''Orders were quite the contrary, and that the Com­
pany never fend People up into the Country. 

. C Being 
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Sein,g askCtd, If the Company would grant Lands rE>. pri\tate. 
Ferforis', it would not be fl:lfficient Encou.ragement r he f:.:ud, That 
Lands fo fC1:rtothe No~thward would not do. . 

Being ask~d, If any Perfon cpuM mai~tai~ himf~lf and a Fa~ 
mily, at the BOttom of the Bay, by CUltIVatIon of Lagos, orany 
TraCIe whatever, except the Fur Trade? he faid, Not at firft; 
that the (Zompany buy up an the Furs tbat are brought to the 
Fort, and killed ih Seafon; but they don't take plioper Meafut:es 
to get aU the Furs they 'can; for, in the Opinion. of the Wit .. 
nefs, if Perfems we(e fent amoag the Natives to encourage them, 
they wO,uld b~ing down ~any more. 

'.' 

Mr. Richard Whi~-e {aid, He went to Albany FOKt in the Year 
1726. as C:1erk te tb~ Comp~l1y,." and ~ayed .ther:.eSeven Years;. 
that he had! be,en Ten YearsatChurchzll, wInch IS the Nor.ther~ 
moil Fort; and nad' alfo been at Moqfe River, which is the 
Southermofl:; thac his Bufin~fs was to take Account of G.oods, 
and to 'hala:nce the. Accomlts;: that all the Forts, except Churchill 
and the Prince of Wales's' Fort, art hui~t o( Wood, and tke N um­
ber of Peopk in each For~ is. uncertain; that the Complement of 
Europeqns at AltHzny Fort, was 24; that he went over to Churchill 
in t~,e 9apa~iti of ~~con~, which he explained, to b~ the Rerfon, 
who, In cafe of the Governor's Beach or Removal, IS to fucceed 

"him',; that this is n<;>. more than an empty Tide, :;lnd he can g:ive 
.no Account of the Method- of Trade, other tl)an what is. carried 
, on at .Albany, whers: he acted. as Clerk, as aforefaid ; that he is 
not at prefent in the Company's Serv.ice; having ferved out the 
Time of his CbntraCt, al1dnot.defiring to renew ir, and that his 
Refignation was voluntary..: That. the Trade confifts of Beavers; 
Furs, Pelts, and Feather:s, which the Indians bring down in Ca. 
noes; the Company never fending out Per[ons· to traffick with 
them; that the Method of Trade with the Indians is. fixed by a 
Standard delivered to the Governors by th~ Company, and' they 
never trade lower th,an that StandarddireCl:s ; but they generally 
double the Standard, that is, where the Standard .dire&sOne SkiR 
to betaken, they gem~rany take Two; that he does no~ know 
whether this is done by DireCtion of the Company" nor ho,w the 
Governor difpofes of the. extraordinary Profit arifing by this Ad ... 
vance of the Standard. 

An,d being asked, If he thought the Governor w.0uld do· his 
D:uty, if he did not purchafe the Goods at the cheapeft Rate? he 
fald, He thinks he ought to follow his Directions, and not to 
lowe: the Standard, fince -it w.ould be. for the Ad¥.aatage of th~ 
Pubhck to give a .mQre advanced Price, as it would, encourag~ 

the 
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the Natives to bring more Skins dowFl, who bring theif Comfud.; 
dities from a great Dill:ance, and will not bring them at all, if they 
can fell them nearer hom.e for a better Price. 

That the Frmch intercept the Indiam coming down with their 
Trade, ::tS the Witners believes, he having feen them with Guns, 
and Cloth of the French M~nufaaure; and that an Indian. told 
him, there was a French Settlement up Moqfe River, [omething 
to the Southward of the Weft, at the Difiance, as theWitnefs 
apprehends, of abou.t Fifry Miles. 

And being ;;lsked, If he thought the I~dit1ns would bring any 
Furs at all, if they could fell them dearer? he faid, The French 
deal in light Furs, and take 'a,ll of that Sort they can get, and 
the Indians bring the heavy to us; that fometimes the ln4ians 
bring down Maneos Skins, but that is when they don;t meet witp. 
the French; but he never knew any Indians, who had met the 
French, bring down any light Furs; that he thinks, if the Go­
vernors would advance the Price, even far larg~ Furs, which the 
French won't buy, it woq-Id eQcQurage the. indians to bring down 
the light Furs, who fay t~Y often throw their heavy Goods 
overboard, rather than undergo the Vifikultiesof brmgiPlg them 
down from tbe Want of PFOvifions. 
, That the French deal io a differli:nt. manner fL'om us; they 
r~ckO.n each Marten as. a Beayer, whereas the Company fix Three 
Martens for a l3ea ver. 

And beIng asked, Whether if the Governo.r was to reduce the 
Standard fo low !i$ only to give Tw.elve JH:iuts for a Beaver~ 
thofe Skins would no~ b~ bmugpt? he faid, He belie:ved,u0t;f-er 
the Indians, in his Opinion, would not come again .. 

That he,h~ conve.r:fed with Int/ians a,t A1bafl3!, who to.1d, him; 
They were Two MQQn~ 1n cmnlngdown,,:;tnd [orne of them not 
fo long; and tha-r [orne of their Countrymen carried' Beavers to 
the French: And fome- Gf thofe.lndians· wer.ec cloathed in French -- . , . 

Cloth. 
That the Fren.ck S~tt1emen.t on. Moq[e River. is o'n Abiitibis 

Lake; that the Indiqns fometimes come dow,n Moofl River to Al­
bany FaC[ary, but not gHeo;' in which cafe they'come near the 
French Settlement, bQ.~ not do[~ by it, it being. 00 a Lake near 
the Riyer. " ' 

That he has been upAlbazzJ Eiver about Forty MUes, and faw 
no Sign of H,abir,adqn", only fome llttleHoufes.;thatby all Re­
ports [he Indians trade to mgre. Advanrage with the French than 
with the COJIlpany,; fqrthecFrencb, requi~e.. Thirty Martens fora 
Gun; and [ometjm~s, when, they are foarce: of Goods, Thil(.tYrtive; 
for fometimes they have not Goods to trade with the Natives; 
'. whereas. 
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whereas th~ Engiijh, for a bun; require Thirty~fix, ahd fome: 

Hmes Forty. , . r .... ; ,'.,. .." • 
That the Trade is chiefly carrIed on III Summer:..ume, when 

the ICe is out of the River, though fometimes the Indians near 
the Forts corne down in Winter, and the Company never refufe 
to trade with them wbenever they come; and he never fawany 
Beavers or Furs refufed, which ;-vere killed in Seafon, _ or any 
good Skins rejeaed;. that the ,Indtans ~ave no Wareho~fes"every 
Family bringing thelf own Skills; and If they would brlOg more, 
the Company would undoubtedly buy the~; but pe cannot ac­
count: for their not encouraging them to pnng more down. 

Bein'g asked, What the Value of European Goods in the Com­
pany's Poffeflion at HudJon's Ba~ might be? ~e faid, He could 
not judge of that, the Value bemg never fpeclfied, but only the 
Quantity. 

That the Fur Trade might, in the Opinion of the Witnefs, be 
extended, by fending up People into the Country with Goods, (0 

winter am'ong the Natives; that the Wienefs himfelf" if a young 
Man, and properly encouraged, would be willing to go on fuch 
an Undertaking; that he was of that Opinion during the Time 
he was in the Company's Service,; but neVer difclofed fuch his 
Opinion to the Company, becaufe the Governors loved to have 
the fole Management of Affairs; and if any inferior Perron ihould 
offer to interfere in Matters of that Nature, he is fure to be im-
mediately difcharged. ' . 

That the Indians about the FaCtory have brought many Deer 
'and Elks Skins to York Fort; which is the principal Port for 
thofe Skins. 

Being 'examined . as to the Treatment of the Indians by the 
Governors,; he faid) That he ha.d never known any Indians to whom. 
the Governors gave Credit, on their bringing down a Number of 
Skins infufficient to furniili them with N eceffaries for the follow­
ing Year; that when the Indians have been in want of Provi­
:fions, he has known the Governors refufe to give them any; but 
does not know for what Reafoll he refufed it, it not being proper 
for a Perfon of inferior Rank to ask a Reafon for the Governof's 
Actions; that he has feen· the Governors beat and ihike the In-. 
dians, the Reafohof whic:h he imagines to be, that they had af­
fronted the Governor, or ftolea Hatchet, or fame fuch thing; but 
he never knew any Goods taken from them without paying fome­
thing for them; they deliver the Goous firft, and then the Gover­
nors give them what they pleafe; but fometimes, if the Indians 
make a Noife, they give them their Goods again. 

That 



r 13 ] 

'- That the Company make no Difference in the Ind~ans coming 
down to Trade, but favour the Hunters; and fome Governors; 
ufe them better than others; and it is certainly the Intereil: of 
the Company to ufe the Indz'ans well, unce feveral, to the Know­
lege of the Wirnefs, are prevented from coming down to trade 
on Account of ill Dfage; and"ris a common thing with the Go- . 
vernors to make Prefents to the Captains or Chiefs of the Indians, 

. to encourage them to bring as many Men as pomble; but that ': 
the Trade might be further extended by fending up Europeans to 
winter among the Natives; which, though the Company have. 
not lately attempted, the French actually do, the Witnefs ha ving ; 
feen and conve -fed with a French Canadian, called Jojeph de· 
Ltljlra, who winreredfeveral Years among the Indians. 

'That a Boat of Thirty Ton would not be able to fail far up 
Albany River; but large Canoes which. carry Twenty or Thirty 
Men, with Luggage, will go up that River. 

That the Company fuffer their Servants to hunt, who are al­
lowed one half of the Profits of what they catch; but he never 
heard of any going above Sixty Miles up Churchill River; that 
the Witnefs was never above Forty Miles up in the Country; and 
it would be neceffary to make Settlements much higher,than that;, 
to hinder the French from inrercepting the Indians as they come 
down; and he thinks it would be for the Inrerei1: of the Com­
pany to make fueh Senlements; but perhaps they may be advifed' 
to the contrary. 

That he went about Forty Miles up Albany River upon the' 
Ice, in Search of Timber, but found none to anfwer his Purpofe Ji 
and the Reafon why he went no further was, that he was limited 
in Time, as is ufual in fueh Cafes; tbat in this Journey they met 
with Ducks and Geefe, but no Corn or !-:tots; that 'tis pollible 
to travel ,00 Miles, as the Witnefs believes, and not meet with 
any Inhabitants, who have no £xed Places of Abode, as Towns 01" 

Villages; but are continually wandering up and down: But there 
are Places where they lay up their Goods, and where People 
might trade with them, if they would go up; that Houfes migh~ 
be built in the Woods near the Rivers, and the Goods might be 
drawn up; and that thofe Places where the Indians lay up their 
Goods are fometimes near the Rivers, and fometimes nor. 

Being asked, Whether lowering the Standard of the l-Iudfoll's 
Ray Company Fifty per Cent. or feuling Fattories, would tend 
moil to increafe the Trade? he [aid, He was not a competent 
Judge of that; but in his Opinion the building of Factories' 
would be the bener Method. 

That he makes no Doubt but the Company would trade higher 
'Up in the Country, if tbey thought it adVdIltageous ; but he can-

D Dot 
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not fay whfMher Strangers could go higher, or carryon a better 
'Trade j but if the Trade was laid open, h,e, apprehends, more 
Goods would be brought, becaufe many People would carry _ 
{mall ~anticies of Goods up the Rivers, and get great Part of the 
Trade from the French; and that he don't imagine the feparate , 
Ttaders. 'cQuld carryon Trade at the Fa~ories; but that they would _­
go up mto the -Country where there IS no Danger from the Cold, , 
which is much more intenfe at the Fallories. 

That the Governor at Albany had a Garden in whichPeasj _ 

Beans, Turneps, and SaIl ad, grew as good and plehrifuI as in 
Bugland; but he never knew S~ed raifed in that !Count~y fown 
again; that he faw a fmall<@ntity of Barley growing neat 
Moo[e River in Auguji, which is about Two Monehs before the' 
cold Weather! which Barley was in the Ear", but not full; but 
as he has never been 'ufed to Tillage~ he is a very indifferent 
J!Jdge in thofe Matters. 

That he fa w Fir ·trees on the Banks of Alhany River 35 or 40 ' 
Foot Iong,and J + or 16 Inches (quare at Borrom, anj 10 at theTop, 
and here and there a fmall Stick of Birch.; that there are a great, 
many other fmall Pines; but he does not know whether Pitch or 
Tar could be made from them, having never feen a Trial. 

That fome Settlement muft be made before any Trade could 
be carried on, and he does not know any Part of the Country near -
the Bay, where they could be' more advanrageoufiy placed, than 
where the Company's Forts at prefene are; but he is unacquainted 
with any of the Rivers, except thofe where the prefent Settlements 
are; thac he apprehends that private Perfon~ would not by ma­
king a Settlement gain an exclufive Right to trade there; bue that 
the next Ships that came would make ufe of it; neverrhelefs he 
apprehends fuch private Adventurers would undertake it even 
uQder that Difadvantage. 
, That the Country affords Plenty of Filh, Whale-bone, and Oil; 
that there is alfo Timber; but the Wirnefs is not [ure whether it 
is worth bringing Home; nor does he know whether it would 
afford Pitch and Tar; that he knows of no Mines therei nor 
ever faw any great Quantities of Whalebone; for the Veffels 
don't go conftantly; but jf they went yearly, he thinks (hev 
would bring great ~antitjes of Oil and Bone; hut he does not 
know whether this is [0 good a Place as Davis's Streights 
for Whale-filhing, not being acquainted with the Whale-Fiiliery; 
nor can he tell what ~ntity of Bone might be had. 

That th(f Company have fome Sloops to fend up Rivers, and 
trade cQaftwife with the Natives; one of which was fent a Year 
9r Two to'trade with tbe Eskimaux, and then lefe off that Trade 

a Year 
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:a 'Year or Two: There is aleo a Sloop manned with Eight MenJ 

which winters· in Stude Rz'ver for the Coafi Trade. 
That the Wirne[s has heard from Indz'ans that there 'are Na.;. 

'-lions higher in the Country, with whom the Trading Indz'am 
.arealways at War; and forne of the Slaves taken from'thofe Na.;. 
tions have traded with the Compaay ; that the Witnefs thinks a 
Trade might be opened with the neighbouring Indz'ans, by means 
'of Prefeilts; that the People with whom the Trading Indfans are 
at War, are, at the Difiance of Two or Three Months Journey 
up in the Country, where the Weather is warmer; and the Peo­
ple going up to trade muft winter there; that the Natiyes are 
not a warlike People, being expert in nothing but Buih-fighting; 
that poilibly they might lie in wait for a Man; but he muft be 

-guarded by the neighbouring Indians; and if the Wienefs himfelf 
was a young Man, he would undertake to go; that the Difpofition 
of the Indians who trade with the Company is fociable and free: 
Some of them the Wienefs believes will fieal, and others will not; 
~but in generally Theft is looked upon as a heinous Crime amongfl: 
them; bur when drunk they are apt to be quarrelfome; that no 
,one dares maltreat them but the Governor; and he fometimes 
will beat them; but the Company's Infiructions to the Governors 
are to ufe them civilly; that the Wienefs has feen Copper Orna-

. ments about the Indians. 
That he apprehends the Countries adjoiqing to HudJon's Bay 

might be fenied and improved; and that in the Southern Parts 
OatS, Barley, and Peas, would grow ; but if Per[ons were allowed 
to fettle, he does not apprehend they could at fidl [llbGft by the 
Culrivation of Lands only; that he does not know why the Com,­
pa~y don't grow their own Corn; nor whether any Propofal has 
been made to them for thatPurpo(e.; for he really thinks Corn 
would grow there; which certainly would tend much to the Ad:.. 
vantage of the Company, as well as to the Security of Perfons re-

. fiding there; that their common, Provifions are Fifh and Fowl; 
',-and they have no Bread but what ~omes from England; that all 

Corn keeps there very well; except Peas; that in a general Way 
they have Two Years Provifions before-hand in their Forts, efpe-
cially of Bread. . 

Being asked, If the lndiam could not cultivate Corn for One 
Third of the Price, it cofl:s in Europe? he faid j The Indiam are 
in general a flothful People, and cultivate no Indian Com; but 
eat Fle£h j infieadof it; that he never heard of any At-

, tempts made by the FaCtors to civilize thefe People; nor is it an 
eafy Matter co be attained, fince it would be neceifary in that cafe 

: to bring them up to Laboqr from their Youth,; that everyEuro­
pean in the Cornp2ny's Service is pofitively ordered not to converfe, 

trade~ 
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trade, 'or traffick with the Indians, directly or indireCtly, on Parrrof 
forfeiting all his Wages; and he is further [ubject to be puniilie~ 
at .the Governor's Plea[ure, who has ordered one of the Company'5 
Servants to be put in Irons, and whipp!d, for that Offence; and 
that when the Wirnefs talked with rhe indians, as he mentioneQ, 
before he was authorized to do it by the Governor. 

And being asked, Whether he had ever known a Man whipp'd 
for no other Crime but talking with the Indians? he [aid, He had 
known one Man, whore Name was Adam Farquar, whipp'd for 
being taken in an Indian Tent, in the Trading Time of rhe Year:~ 
converfing with an Indian contrary to the Governor's OrderS;i 
which Orders are hung up in the feveral Forts, and confiil, f~ 
the molt parr, of Paragraphs out of the Company's Letters, de­
claring that you are not allowed EO act in [uch and [ueh a man­
Der; and, among other Reftrittions, forbidding Trade or Con­
ver[e with the Indians, on Pain of corporal Puniiliment. 

That the Wieners believes, that the Company's Servants would 
trade, if they were not prohibited; thac they would often part 
with their wearing Cloaths or ViCtuals for that .purpo[e. 

And being asked, Whether the [aid Farquar was not punilhed 
for converfing with anlndian Woman; and whether if the Eu­
ropfans were allowed to conver[e with the Women, it would not 
drive away the Indians? he faid, He believed not; for the Indialls 
wer.e a [enfible People, and agree their Women. ihouid be made 
~~ . 

That he believes the Indians would kill no more Beafis than 
what is [ufficient to purehafe Commodities for the Year, as he 
has [een them act in the [arne manner, with regard to Veni[on; , 
and he does not know, whether, if they could have an advanced 
Price for their Goods, they would not bring down fewer Skins 
than they do at pre[ene. 

That the Commodities the Indians fet the greatefi Value upon, 
next to Neceffaries, are Bread, Vermilion, and Toys; and that 
he takes the Countries to be better for Hunting, at 50 or 00 

. Miles Difiance, than at the Factories. 

. That he knows not of any Attempts made to educate Chil­
dren, except thofe of Rnglt'/hmen, who are generally tbe Gover­
nors Sons; that fame of the Indians would Currer them to edu­
cate their Children, and [orne would not; and that he was told 
by Governor Myatt, who died in the Year 1729, that rome had 
been infiruaed in the Chriftian Religion, particularly a Boy" 
who wrote a Letter to the Company defiring to come over [0 be 
baptized; upon which the Company fent an Order to Mr. Stan­
ton, the then Governor, to take away his Books~ and not let bim 

read 
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r~ad any more; upon which the Boy was fent out of the Factory, 
and died, as the Witnefs heard, in the Year 1725, 

Being asked, vVhether it has been tbe general Practice of the 
Governors to encourage ordifcourage Trade; he faid) that fame 
of their Governors have their Meafure for Powder too iliort, and 
don't fill even that {hart Meafure above half full; that the Profics 
gained by this Method are diftinguiilied by the Name of the 
Overplus-trade, which fignifies the Number of Skins which are 
gained more than are paid for, . on the Footing of the Standard: 
1'hat the Company know of this PraCtice, for that the Witne[s 
himfelf had kept Accounts of it for Seven Years; and either the 
Governor) or the Company, take all the Profits of the overplus 
Trade; and that he has known I I Canoes leave the Factory at 
Albany Fort, at One timeJ for want of a Prefenc of a Bottle of 
Brandy. 

1\1r. Matthew Serjeant faid, He had been employed in the 
Company's Service; that he knows the Nature of the Trade, 
which confifis chiefly in Furs, which' the Indians barter for 
Brandy, Tobacco, Blankets, Beads, &c. And the Indians fome­
times trade in Oil and Feathers; that the Servants of the Com­
pany are abfolutely forbid to trade; and he has feen One beat for 
only going to an Indian Tent [Q light a Pipe; that thefe Puniili. 
ments are infliCted at the arbitrary Will of the Governor; that 
he never faw any of the Skins, brought down by the Indians, re­
fufed, except they were damaged; but that a greater Trade 
might be efl:abliibed, by concluding a Peace between Two Indian 
Nations that are at War, whiCh might be eafily performed, by 
fending fome Englijh with a little Brandy. 

That he underflands the Indian Language. pretty well; and 
heard frequent Complaints, made by the Indians, of the Treat­
ment they receive from the· Governors, who fometimes beat 

, them; but he cannot fay they do it without Provocation; that 
the Behaviour of the Indians in general is very civil; 'tis but 
very few among them that will ileal; and they are very good­
natured when they are fober. 

That the Wienefs never faw any of the Governors beat a faber 
Indian; but the Indians complain they have too little allowed for 
their Goods, which is their chief Complaint; but he never heard 
them fay, they could have more elfewhere; and the Perfons 
complaining came down to trade again: That he never heard 
any of them fay, that the French Trade was more advantageous, 
llor that they would bring down more Goods; but he has heard 
them fpeak Frencb) and pray in the French Language; but never 

E heud 
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heard them pray in Engli/h: That he has R.eafon to be~ieve 
the Trade might be incteafed by encouragmg the Indzam; 
for when the Witnefs was in Hudfon's Bay, Governor Myatt, 
by giving a Suit of Cloaths to every Indz'an Chief, that brought 
down Men, exte'nded the Trade in fuch a manner, that d?uble 
the Number of Skins were brought down; that the WHoe[s 
does not know whether the [arne Encouragement is now given: 
That the Factors take all their Furs, except the damaged 
Skins, which feems to be a fufficient Encouragement to bring 
all they can; but, in the Opinion of the Witne[s, if they 
would give to every Indz'an Leader a Gallon of Brandy, and 
:for every Indz'an of the Nation of the Poets a Gallon and a 
Half, it would induce that Nation to come down) and con[e­
quently inlarge the Trade. " 

That the Wienefs was never any higher in the Country at 
York Factory than Twelve Miles up the River; that he travelled 
by Land from },fo~;e River to Albany Fort, which is 100 Miles 
along the Coafl:: Tha"c he was Thirty Miles up the River from 
Albaily Fort; and the Soil is very good for Four Months in the 
Year, and produces good Turneps: That the good Soil is not 
quite Two Feet deep, when you come to a Stratum of Loam 
a"nd Sand; that in [orne Praces the Frail is never out of the 
Ground, but you may dig through it; that the Turneps he has 
eat there areas good as ever he eat in England; but he does not: 
know whether Seed raifed there would produce the [arne; that 
'tis the general Opinion of the FaCtory at York Fort, that the 
Soil .is proper for Wheat, Barley, Rye, or Oats; that he has 
feen very good Beans and Peas grow there) but he never raw 
any Corn grow there, except fome wild Oats; and that his 
Mefs-inate did fow fame Corn there, which, though it grew a 
good Height, never came to PerfeCtion; but, in the Opinion df 
the Witnefs Oats 'Would ripen at'Albany, where he has a Cherry­
tree, bearing black Cherries; that he has [een the Indians bring 
down CIJrrans,which, they raid, grew in their Country; they 
alfo brought down Sugar, which was very black, and made from 

" the Tree of which their Paddle was made; that the Indz'ans in­
formed the Wi enefs , that there are large Lakes behind the 
F~ctory; that the ~itnefs ~ad been in a Lake Ten Miles long, 
'WIthout any Fall gOIng to It; and had had Accounts from the 
lndz'ans of a Lake 100 Miles long: But he never asked the Indians 
whether the River was navigable to it, but does not apprehend 
there is any Fall but chat the Canoes might COme down; for 
they e~ther cow or carry their empty Canoes at the Falls; that 
the WuneIs 'has [een what they call Falls, which are not cau[ed 
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by the Streightnefs of the River, ,but by Stones; that he drew a 
Map of the Country, which he has loft; which Map had Six 
Lakes in it; that of 100 Miles long was the largefi; and there 
is.a Lake half-way up to MijJljipi; that he has heard the Indians 
fay, there is a "Sea at the back Part of the Country, but never 
asked them at what Difl:ance; that the French trade with the 
Indians, and it is faid they have a fmall Factory 50 Miles up 
Moqje Ri'Ver; that he does not know the Company's Limits, but: 
has heard them fay, the French are not to come within soo 
Miles of their Forts. 

That the Froft is fometimes Two, fometimes Three Feet 
thick; that it begins to thaw at Albany about the 8th or loth 
of April, where there is a good Soil for Six or Eight Inches, 
which may be gained within about a Fortnight after the Be­
ginning of the Thaw ; that in Two or Three Weeks more, as' 
the Weather happens, it thaws to the Depth of Two Feet, 
commonly by the Beginning of May: And the Froil: [ers in again 
the Beginning of OClober; and when the 'Witnefs was there the 
4th of Oaoher, it can1e'in very hard; that the Witnefs believes 

. there is time enough ro grow Wheat; for if Summer Grain was 
fown early in the .southermofl: Parts, he thinks there would be 
time for it to ripen, and gather it in; but the Frofcs break fooner 
up in the Country, and come in later; that there are vail: TraCTS 
of Land fit for Cultivation; and the Witnefs had [een very good 
Lettice, Spin age, Dewberries, Strawberries, and black Cherries; 
that the .Indians very rarely eat any Bread, nor do they live long 
enough in one Place to raife Corn; nor have they any Yams or 
Potatoes, their Provifions being Filh and Fle£h, which they pre­
ferve by drying it, not baving the Art of Salting; that in cafe 
they were inftructed in the Arts of Tillage, he does not know 
wh,ether they would ftay long enough in a Place to raife Corn; 
for though they love Bread dearly, they would rather go a Hunt­
ing than cultivate Land; and that the wild Oats he mentioned 
before, never came to Seed, being little better than a Species of 
Grafs; that Grafs grows there fuffiCient for the Support of Cattle; 
and that they have made Hay at Albany; that if the 'Company 
was to grow Corn, they apprehend the French wo~ld come and 
take it as they did their Sheep in the laft War; but they might 
proteCt their Corn from the Ind£ans; but the Witnefs does not 
think it for the Benefit of the Company (0 grow Corn; be­
caufe they muft have a Haufe built at a Diftance from the Fa­
[tories, and Men to watch it, to prevent the Home Indians from 
fiealing it; they muft aHa have Men to cultivate it, which would" 
be very expenfive: The Witnefs cannot determine whether it ? 

would 
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· would not be mme [0 .than having their Corn from Europe; 
and he thinks the Company would fow it, . if it was for their Ad-
vantage. , 

· But the Cafe would be different, if Strangers were allowed to 
fettle there, who, if they built Forts up in the Country, might 
cultivate Lands round the Forts, and by that means protect the 
Corn at a fmall Expence: He believes Corn would grow 20 

Miles to the North of Albany; but jf the Witnefs was to engage 
in this Trade, he fbould not think it worth his while to' fow 
Corn. " ." 

That the Company in mofr Cales are governed by the Advice 
of their FaCtors, whQ in fame Cafes have. not extended their 
Trade [0 much as they n1ight, particularly in not building a 
F~Ctory between Cape Diggs and the Eall Main; that he does 
not know why they have neglected to build fuch a Factory; but 
believes the Indians throwaway their Goods rather than bring 

· them down to the ptefent FaCtories,; which would be prevented, 
if a Factory was erected there. 

That EaJl Main FaClory lies upon Slude River, as the Witnefs 
thinks; and· there are Furs between the Eafl Main and- Cape 
Diggs; that he has feen Fir-timber there 38 Inches Diameter, 
and 50 or 60 Feet high, a great deal of which would be fit for 
Mafis to Veffels of Two or Three hundred Tons Burden, but 
cannot fay whether it would· be worth while for a Merchant 
'to bring that Timber home: He has likewife feen great <@n ... 
tities of Timber and Birch-trees; that they make great ~n­
tites of Turpentine there, and will giv~ a Deer's Bladder full for a 
Bottle of Brandy. 

That there is no Intercourfe with the Indians between Slude 
River and Cape Diggs; and the Indians have told the Witnefs, 
that there are many Deer and Beavers there; that he thinks the 
Trade might be extended to many other Fores, by giving En­
couragement to the Indian Chiefs, and might be carried on with­
out any Company at all; that there mua be Forts and Settle­
ments, or the Trade could not be carried on at all; but they 
ought to be built. higher up, and in fome Places they might 
go Twenty or ThIrty Miles up the Rivers; that they might 
go frill higher in Canoes, which the Eur()peans manage very ex­
pertly with a Year's PraCtice; and which draw about Six or Seven 
Inches Water. 

That the Wienefs was about Eight Days at Prince of 'Wales's 
Fort, ~Qt di~ not fee many Indians c?ere; but believes a great 
many mhabu to the Northward of It 3 that he converfed with 
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an Indian, who told him, that a Ship was call: away there, a 
great many Years ago, which fuppofed to be a DaniJh Ship. 

That he has f.een the Company's Servants puniihed, one 
whipp'd, and one put in Irons, for being drunk. 

That, if the Trade was laid open, he does not think any 
body would go to fettle there, nor would it be worth while 
for any Perfon of Property, except there was a Company; but 
he believes the Furriers would raife a Company; but, if full 
Liberty was allowed to trade, to be fure it muft render the 
Company unable to keep up their Forts; and if the Company 
were to throw up their Forts, other People would fet up the Trade: 
But there muft· be one or more Companies eftabliihed; for if 
Perfons do not reticle all Winter in the Settlements, the Indians 
would report, they had left the Country, and that would fpoil the 
Trade. 

That if the pre[ent Company was broke, the Method which 
the Wieners would propafe to carryon the Trade, is to eftabliih 
a new Company, who ihould -build Forts in every River; but 
he cannot fay whether, if Two Companies were efiablilhed, One 
to trade to the North, and One to the South, there would be 
Trade enough to fupport them; but a fmall Trade might be 
carried on on theEajl Main, another on the Severne, and another 
on the Frenchman's Ri"()er. 

Being ask'd, Whether if the Company thought it for their In­
terefi, they would not extend their Trade to thofe Places; he 
faid, He could not tell; that to be fure Wood was very fcarce 
and expenfive at New Severne; that the Company formerly had 
a Fort there, which the Witnefs heard they abandoned for want of 
Wood; that the Com pany undedl:and a great deal of their Affairs; 
but are fi-equently advifed by their Governors and FaCtors, whofe 
Intereil: is not always the fame with that of the Company; 
for they have fetded Salaries; and if the Trade is ever fo much 
increafed, he never knew any further Encouragement given to 

them. ' . 
That there are no Places proper for Settlements North of 

Churchill, Wager River being too cold; but a Ship might be 
rent to trade the Eskimaux for Oil and Fins; that he believes 
the Com pa ny take all the Oil and Fins they can get; but there 
are vail: Numbers of White Whales, which afford as good Oil as 
the Black ones; and that the Wimefs himfelf got 18 Gallons of 
Oil from a young White Whale. 

Being asked, Whether, if the Company were to lofe this 
Trade" the French would not gee it into their Hands before a new 
Company could be efl:abliilied; He [aid, he did not know. 

- F That 
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That the Indians are not (ufpicious, but apt to credit any­
body; that they believe us whatever ,we fay ; and· the Witne1s 
thinks, they would give the fame Credlt to Strangers. 

Mr. John Hayter faid, He had been Houfe-Carpenter to the 
Company Six Years at Moofe River, Three Years at Churchill, 
and Six Months at Albany; and knoWs no other Trade carried 
on there, but: that of Furs. .. 

That he has feen good Barley grow at Moc!feRiver, and helped 
the Perfon to dig his Ground, and fow it; that it produced about 
the ~ntity of half a Builiel, which he Caw rubbed oue; thac 
the Ear was large, and yielded as well, in the Opinion of the 
Wienefs, as the Barley fown on· common Ground in England; 
that forne of the Seed was fown the next Year, and .it grew 
again; but: the Witnefs did not fee the Produce of it: And the 
Pedon told him, the Reafon why he difcontinued fowing Corn 
was, that the Governor hindered him: And the Witnefs further 
{aid,. that he had made Hay at Mooft River. 

That the Wienefs had been Twelve Days Journey up Albany 
River to a Fort or Factory called Henly-Houfe, which is IS0 

~r 200 Miles up the River ; that he faw large Trees there, but no 
Corn. 

Being asked the Occafion of building Henl;'-Ho~fe; he fai~, 
that the Old leading Indian had been ufed ill by the Governor, 
and brought Four French Indians from the Southerly to "the 
Wefierly River; upon which the Governor erected that Fort, to 
prevent the Frcnch Trade, who never traded there before thac 
Seafon. 

That the Climate is much warmer at Henly-Houfe than at Al­
bany; but they broke no Ground there, and confequently he can 
give no Account of the Fro~; that they carried up nothing but 
Utenfils, and met with but few Falls of Water, which they 
towed their Boats up; that they were forced to tow almoft 
all Day long, the Stream being too rapid for Boats to fail, even 
in a frefh Gale; that'tis impoffible to tow the Boats with Hodes, 
on account of the Badnefs of the Ground; but one Man tows a 
Canoe of 24 or 28 Feet long, and 4 Feet wide, which draws 
~bout 8 Inches Water, and will ca-rry a great Weigh(; that the 
Falls in Moofe .River forced them to take out their Goods; thac 
the Country about Henly-Houfl is very high, but warmer than 
the Coaft; that the Trees there are all white Fir, but do not 
produce Turpentine, nor are they fit for Mafis; [hat he never 
faw any Ore, but has feen Copper on the Indians Wrifis, which 

they 
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they told him they brought from the Northward; that ther~ is. 
no Grafs at Churchill, except in Places up the River. 

That he has feen large Tratl:s of Land, which, in his Opinion, 
would bear Corn, if cultivated, the Climate being much warmer 
within Land~ 
. Being examined as to the Treatment of the Company's Servants; 

he faid, that the lafr Year he was there, they were frarved, thQ' 
there were Victuals enough in the~corehoufe; that there are Or­
ders fruck up in the Factories, but he does not remember whe­
ther any Puniilimenr, fuch as Lafhing or Blows, are mentioned 
in thofe Orders; that· the Governor beat one Man with his Cane 
for going to light his Pipe in an Indian Tent ~ and that Governor 
DziffeJf whipp'd Two Men, the one for trading for a Deer-skin, 
and the other for threatening to beat a young Fellow; that the 
£rfr of thefe was tried on the Evidence of the Dottor ; but he 
has heard the Governor fay, he would whip a Man without 
TryaJ; and that the fevereft Punifhment is a Dozen of Lailies. 

That one M-;n, whofe Name was Pilgrim, died for want of 
ViUuals, though there were Provifions enough in the Factory, 
and he had the fame Allowance as the reft. 

Being asked, What ~ntity of Provifions are generally in the 
Factory; he faid, A Year or a Year and a Half's Provifions. 

That the Servants never applied for Liberty to hunt, when in 
Want of Provifions; and when this Man was frarved, the Provi-
fionwas not iliort. '». 

And being asked, What the Allowance was; he faid, They 
had Six Pounds of Flour a Week; that one Day they had Three 
~rters of a Goofe (which Geefe weigh a Pound, a Pound and 
a Half, and fome Geefe Three or Four Pounds), together with 
half a Pint of Peafe, and fmall Beer, when in the FaCtory, and 
Water when up in the Woods, with what Brandy the Governor 
pleafes _ to give them; that, another Day, they had Three Par­
tridges, of the fame Size as ours, with Peas, as aforefaid; the 
Cheefe and Bucter is a Day's Allowance by itfdf, and they have 
Brandy up in the Woods; that when a Goofe is boiled, it will 
not weigh a Pound; and they make no Difference as to the 
Size. 

And being asked, How many Partridges he thinks would be 
fufficiem for a Man a Day; he [aid, He thought, Four. 

That he found no Fault with his Allowance at Moife River, 
where the Geefe are better than at Churchill; and the firft Year he 
was at Churchill, they ufed to have Two Pieces of Beef or Pork 
extraordinary in a Week; but upon the Arrival of a new Go-

vernor 
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vernor that was taken off, their Allowance being fixed by the 
Governor. 

Being asked, If. he had n~ver petitioned the Company to .go 
back in their ServIce? he fald, that the Company fropped Flve 
Pounds out of his Wages, for coming back a Year too foon. 

That he was advifed by a Gentleman of the City, who did not 
belong to the Company, that the only Way to get his Money 
was, to petition their H0hours; and the Gentleman wrote a Pe­
tition accordingly, which the Witnefs copied; that his Intention 
ih that Petition was, to. get his Money; and that he never de­
figned to go again. 

And the Petition being produced and read, the Witnefs' 
added, 

That he wrote a Letter to the Company about Two Years ago, 
which he wHhed they would produce alfo. 

Mr. Matthew Gwynne, being examined, informed your Com­
mittee, That he had been twice at Fludfim's Bay; and that the 
Produa of the CbiIntry is chiefly Furs; that he brought fame 
Ore over to England, which he got out of a Sloop which the 
Company fent to the Lahrador Coaft; that the Perf on from whom 
he had the Ore told him he took it from the Surface of the 
Earth;. that Mr. Sedgwick, a Surgeon, tried it, and hid it was 
Lead Ore, and had a great deal of Silver in it; and that the 
Lead, only, was worth Ten or Twelve Pounds a Ton. 

That the Perfon from whom he received the Ore is yet alive, 
as the Witntfs believes, having received a Letter from him about 
Six Months ago; and Mr. Sedgwick, and feyeral Merchants, pro­
pofed to make a Subfcription of Five hundred Pounds each, [0 

fend a Sloop to Davis's Inlet, and, if they failed there, to go 
through Hudfon's Streight; to the new-difcovered Sea, where 
they thought that Ore was found; and there to fee what they 
could get by Trade, or this Metal; that the W itnefs propofed to 
go through the Streights, and thought every Thing had been 
ready for the Undertaking; but it was [oon after droppeu. 

That the Company rent Two Sloops to the Labrador Coafi; 
the Name of the Mafier of the one was Mitchell, and the other 
Longden. 

That the Witnefs was aboard a Ship in Hudfln's Bay when 
thofe Two Sloops returned, and the Sloops came to that Ship 
before they went to the Governor; that one of the Mariners 
aboard one of the Sloops gave the Witnefs the Ore, and he was 
informed there was a Cask of it aboard; and the" Perfon who 

gave 
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gave it him told him, they brought it from labrador, which he 
believes to be true; but can't fwear it, as he did not take it up 
there himfelf. 

That he can't fay he underfiands Lead Ore, nor was he pre­
fent at the Affay made by Mr. Sedgwick. 

Mr. Edw.ard 'I'hompfon, who had been Three Years at Moofl 
River in the Company's Service as Surgeon, being required ro 
gi ve an Acc<?unt of the Commodities, Soil, and Climate, there, 
£l.id: That the chief Commodities are, Furs of Beavers, Martens, 
Faxes, and Bears; that there might be Whalebone and Oil brought 
from thence; that fame Lead Ore was brought from Labrador 
by one Bani/ler, who came home laft Year, of which the Wie­
nefs faw a Piece about the Bignefs of his Fift: And the Wit­
nefs faid, he had feen Copper in Httdfln' J Bay: That there are 
White Pine-trees 40 Inches Diameter, and likewife Fiili; that 
he has been on the Weftern Continent about 50 or 60 Miles In­
land, and thinks the Soil and Climate at Mooje River as proper 
fo~ producing Beans, Peas, and Barley, as it is in feveraI Parts 
in lOrkfhire; that they dig and fow Peas in the Middle of MaJ~ 
when they can dig a Foot and a half, or two Feet, deep; but if 
you dig deep, even in AtJgufl, the Froft is in the Ground: And 
that he apprehends the Ground about Moofe River is proper for 
Hemp and Flax. 

That he has feen better Barley and Oats grow at MoojC River, 
than ever he raw in the Orkn~JJ; bQt the ~antity fown was but 
very fmall, and the Seed would bear fowing again, but dimi­
ni:lhed in Goodnefs. . . 

That there was Ground enough proper for this Corn, but never 
,!ny Encol!rag~m~nt given for fowing it, but quite the reverfe, 
the Governor abfolutely forbidding it, for no other Reafon, as 
the WitnefS apprehends, but that if Corn had been fown, a Co­
lony would foon have been ereCted there; and he can't fay whe­
ther that 'Vouid be for the Advantage of the Proprietors; that 
the Witnefs him(elf fowed about Ha:lf a Dozen Corns of Wheat, 
for a Trial, in OEfober, which lay in the Ground all Winter, co .. 
v~red with Snow, and cam~ to PerfeCtion in Augttft. It was fawn 
i.n a PieCe! of good Groung near the Root of a Tree, which was, 
in fame meafu're, a Fence to it. And the Wienefs thinks, that 
~e~ns, Pe~s, B,uley, an~ Oats, would grow there; that he never 
tried it any-where but at Moo{e River; but apprehends that Corn 
would grow in the Inland Countries at an Hundred Miles Di­
fiapce, even as far North as Fort Ne!fOn; for he has follnd the 
Climate w~rme+) the further you go Iniang. 

. - G Th~ 
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That he thinks the Trade capable of Extenhon, for the fol-
lowing Reafons: . 

That he has been told. by the Natives, that there are large 
Tracts of Ground and a great Number of Skins, which they 
could bring, if a }I~aCtory lhould be efiablifhed near thofe Coun­
tries; that fame of the Indians can't come above once in. two 
Years, being 500 Miles diaant from the prefent Fatl:ories; that 
he has been informed, that He;z/y Hotife has. been pulled down> 
tho' the Company had a tolerable Trade there for the firft Year, 
which was 10ft by the Governor abufing the chief Indians, as the 
Witnefs was informed; that he has feen the Governors ufe the 
Indians ill, not only in advancing upon them above t.he Standard 
of Trade, but beating and abufing them; but he does not know 
whether the Company in Londo1] have been informed of it;. that 
he never had an Opportunity of acquainting the Company with 
it, nor did he write any Letters to them. 

That the bdians, who have been fa abufed, have flayed away 
for two or three Years. 

And being asked, If he knew for what Reafon the Governors 
beat the Indians? he faid, He remembered an Infiance of two 
Indians almoft fl:arved, who came down aboard them, to get fame 
Bread and Cheefe; upon which, the Governor took an Oar, and, 
beat them mof!: unmercifully; faying, " I'll teach you \ to go 
" aboard without my Leave." 

That the Governor could not imagine thefe indians had been 
trafficking, fince he knew they had not one Sk in; and the Wit:" 
nefs thinks his Reafon for treating them in that Manner was, that 
the Governor apprehended they would give the Witnefs, and the 
rei}, fome Intelligence of the Country. 

That the vVitnefs never knew the Indians pilfer, except when' 
hard put to it. 

That the Trade may be carried on without a Company, but 
that (here mua be a Settlement, or Haufe, erected, which he 
thinks it would be worth while for the Ad venturers to do, tho" 
other People lhould make Ufe of it. The Witnefs himfcIf, in 
his Opinion, could turn fuch Haufe to great Advantage, both to 
himfelf and Mallers; the Forts there not being erected for De .. 
fence, but only to lodge the Goods in: And that they would be 
in more Danger of being plundered by the French, than by the 
Indians, who would love the Europeans: That the I1Jdians have 
told him of Lakes up in the Country, from whence Rivers come; 
that the prefent Forts are conveniently fituated, but the Trade 
~light be extended; but he never gave that as his Opinion, par:" 
tlcularly, to the Governors, when he was in the Country, only 

when 
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when at Moofe River he meffed with Governor Stanton, and waS 
of the Council; and they \-vere all of Opinion, that new Settle­
ments might be ma.de, and the Trade extended. 

That it would be expenfive to carry Goods up and down from 
the Lakes; but that would be trebly repaid, as the Natives could 
make Three Trips a Year; that one Lake is diftant to the WeH­
ward, as the Witnefs is informed, Two hundred Leagues, or there­
abouts; that the Vdfels employed to bring Goods from the Lakes 
at prefent, are imall Birch Canoes, from I S to 2.5 Feet long, and 
from One to Two Feet broad; but flat-bottomed Boats might 
go up, as the Witnefs is informed; SO or 60 Leagues, and they 
would carry a great Weight. 

That there are Beds of Stones in the Rivers, but the Boats 
might be haled over them by Men; for when the Inhabitants 
get large Quantities of Buffalo, or Deer-skins, they load them on 
Floats of Timber, w4ich will carry 100 or ISO Tons, and bring 
them down; that fume of thefe Falls are but a few Yards long; 
but he has feen one a Quarter of a Mile, over which there runs 
a Foot, or a Foot and ahalf Water; that no Stones can be feen 
above-water, and the Obftrucrion is only from the Rapidity of 
the Stream; and a Veffel carrying SO Tons may fail with a Foot 
Water. 

That he has heard, the French Indiam carry their Canoes up 
the Falls; and that Boats may go up thofe Falls, and with the 
fame Loading, as they come down. 

That he has heard the N ati ves talk of a S~a to the Wefiward, 
which, by their Accounts, is not far diftant; and of a Copper 
Mine, which lay on the Side of a Streight which takes them five 
Days in crolling; that they defcribe the Water of this Streight 
to be very deep, and that they could not reach the Bottom with 
two Deer-skins cut into Thongs: And if a Sloop could be brought 
along-fide this Copper Mine, they fay they could fill it in a lit­
tle rime. And, by their Account, this Streight has a Communi­
cation both with the Bay and the South Sea. 

The Witnefs could not learn at what Diftance this was from 
the Fatl:ory, nor did he inquire which Way the Tide fat; but 
the Indians faid, that the Water was deep and faIt, and there were 
great Fifu fpouting up in it. . . 

The Witnefs further informed your Committee, that. he went 
with Captain Jl.liddleton on the Difcovery of the North-'weft Par­
/age, and likewife with the laft Adventurers. 

And being required to give theComminee an Accollnt of what 
Treatment Captain Middleton, and the Perfons under his Com­
mand, met with from the Company's Governors there; he faid, 

that, 



that on their Entrance into Httd:fon' J Bay, Middleton called a 
Cou~cil, and declared, as his Opinion, That it \~ould be the moft 
proper to winter there, in order to go on the pl[covery. early in 
the Spring: After that, he came to an Anchor In Chrtrchtll Rwer, 
and invited the Governor, and others, to dine; when he faid, 
" GentleITlen, You may look upon us a~ Interlopers, or Enemies; 
" but 'tis no fuch Thing; for I'll go the Voyage, and no one' 
" but myfelf !ball know whether there is q Paffage, 0)," not: 
" And I'll be a better Frieqd to the Company than ever." 

Thefe Words were repeated feveral Times, and the Witnefs 
imagines, that Middleton, by thofe Expreffions, meant, that he did 
not intend to find a Paffage: And it was the Op~nion of the two 
Ships Crews, that, in his fubiequent Voyage, he freered North­
eaft, when he fhould have free red North-wert, in order to pre",:, 
vent a Difcovery. 

Th~t they too.lc Two Northern I11dians aboard Middleton, who, 
wheq he qme to Lat. 63. free red Eafrward, and the Indians faid 
h~ w~s going the contqry Way. Thefe Il1dia,!s kiUed ~any 
Deer for him, during the Courfe of this Voyage; after which, 
Captain Middleton forced them out of his Ship with his own, 
Hands, tho' tItey cri~d at his Treatment, and fet them afhore in 
an lfiand: But the Witnefs has fince heard, that they did not 
perifh. . 

After this, the Spips wintered there, and the Gover~rs were 
moderate enough. 
Th~t the Company gave them nq Affifrance to the Difcovery; 

but he does 1)0t kI1Q\V, that any was applied for. 
That llpon the laft Undertaking they m~t with great Obfhuc­

tions; for, on coming towards the Shore, the Governor rent to 
eqt down the EllOYS, Beacons, and other Marks of Pilotage; tho' 
ope of the Ships was aground, ~nd the other far from beipg fafe. 

That, Of) th!=ir ~omp),lining of this Trea.tment, theGoyernor's 
Anfwer was, That he had Orders from his Mafters not to fuffer 
any Ships to come there but thofe of the Comp,my, Of qi~ Ma­
jefty; that they had no private Signals, but had Englifh CoJonrs 
ffying; and that they mufi know ttIem to be Friends: For whil() 
they were ~utting down the Beacons, they called to them to let 
them fl:and, while the other Ship was f.'lfe; but they p~difred, 
faying, 'it was the Governor's Orders: And tha.t the Goyernor 
himfelf failed whh them from Engltmd, and p;uted from them 
about 60 or 70 Leagues to tne Weftward of th~ Orkneys. And 
the WitnefS fays, he neVef he~rd of any 8p4nifb or Frel1ch Pri­
vateers in the Bay during the late War; nor did 4e ever hear of 
~nJ EClfI-India Ships there. 

That 
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That the Cable of their Sheet-Anchor Was rendered alm.oft 
ufelefs by cutting it, which, they were told, was done by one of 
the Governor's Ladies. 

That the Governor, upon their Petition, furnifhed them with 
a Long-boat, which they could have done very well without at 
the Price, as the Witnefs believes, of Ten or Twelve Guineas, 
tho' ihe was fcarce fit for any thing but Fire-wood: There was 
no other Boat to be had there, nor was all y Bargain made for 
her; but they told the Governor he fhould be fatisfied, and fhe 
was to be paid for in England: That the furnifhing them with 
this Boat was a Fa vour, but [he Price demanded for it was an 
Impofition. 

But, being asked the Queftion, he faid, He did not know 
whether ever the Money had been paid. , 

That if they had had Liberty to trade, they could have fub­
fiLled without the Affiftaoce of the Company, whofe Treatment 
of them was not civil, but quite the reverfe, in cutting down 
the Buoys and Beacons, and preventing them from getting Shoes, 
Coats, and other Materials to keep them warm, which they did 
by fending People to prevent their trading, and fending'their In­
dians away, which, they were told by the Company's Servants, 
was done, that they fhould not get Provifions. 

That the Governor fupplied them with Shoes and Foggys, that 
is, Beaver Coats; but one Pair of Shoes is not fufficient for the 
Winter, and the Witnefs himfelf was allowed no more: That 
when they had great Numbers of Men fick of the Scurvy, they 
were told by the Natives that there were great Q!lantities of Deer 
killed and laid on Stages, which the Governor would not [uffer 
to be brought down, that they might not enjoy the Benefit of 
them: Upon which the Witne[s faid he wrote feveral Letters to 
the Governor, who, in a Morith or' Six: Weeks, agreed to let 
them have Venifon in eXchange for Beef and Pork: That 
they carried fome Small Beer from England, and dug Holes 
without the FaCtory to preferve it ; but that the Governor bad 
permitted fome of their dry Provifions to be laid up in theFaEtory., 

That the Governor allowed them Two indians in' the Spring 
to kill Geefe and Partridges; but they were the very worft he 
bad, and did not kill enough for the Captain's Mefs; and that 
they confumed more Provifions and Brandy than, their Geefe and 
Partridges were worth." . 

That he believes the Reafons why they were prohibited from 
converfing with the Il)diarlS, was for Fear of carrying on a clan-::­
defl:ine Trade, the fame Orders being given to the Company's 
own Servants: That they had no Orders not t6 trade, but did 
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not trade at all with thefe ]fJdiafJS ; but had a little Trade with 
the EJkimaux for Bone and Oil, who, if they were properly en­
couraged, would get enough of [hefe two Commodiriesto load a 
Ship or two every Year. .! 

Beina examined as to the Probability of a North-Weft Paifage; 
he [aid bhe had the greaten Reafon to believe there is one, from 
the Winds, Tides, and Black Whales; and he thinks the Place 
to be at CheJlerJield' J Inlet: That the Reafon of their coming 
back was, they met the other Boat, which had been Five Leagues 
further, and the Crew told them the Water was much frefher 
and fhallower there; but where the Witnefs was, the Water was 
Fifty Fathom deep, and the Tide very ihong; the Ebb Six 
Hours, and the Flood Two, to the beft of cheWitnefs's Re­
membrance: That it is not common for the Tide to flow only 
Two Hours; but he imagines it to be obftructed by another Tide 
from the Weftward; that the Rapidity of the Tide upwards 
was fo great, that the Spray of the Water flew over the Bow of 
the Schooner; and was fo faIt, that it candied upon the Mens 
Shoes, but th'\t the Tide did not run in fo rapid a Manner the 
otheIWay. 

That he cafted the Water brought down by the other Boat, 
as weHas the Water where 'the Witnefs was; that the one was 
as faIt as the main Ocean, and the other not near [0 faIt. 

Being asked, If they did not fteer North-wMt, the 1aft time 
where Middleton fleeted North-eafi? he faid, they did not go fo 
far as Middleton in Repu!fl Bay; but that the Wime[s went up 
Wager River till he could have waded over it. 

Being asked, If the Indians fpeak Englijh? he faid, Very few; 
. -that he, the Witnefs, undertook to teach an Indian Boy, and 

Governor Stanton ordered him to defifl:; adding, that he .had a 
general Order from the Company, to all the Factories, that none 
of the Natives lliould be infiruCted at all; that there are about 
28 Europeans in the Factory.; but they have no Clergyman, 
nor Divine Wodhip of any kind; the Wieners never heard Ser-. 
mon or Prayers there, nor ever heard of any fuch thing, either 
before his Time or fince. . 

Enoch AlJop, who had been Armourer to the Company at Moofe 
River, informed your Committee, that he had fowen Barley 
and Oats there, the fame Seed, Three Years fu cce ffi v ely , and 
that it grew very well; that he fowed a Handful or Two of 
Barley and Oats at firft, mixed with Duft and Allies, which pro­
duced Two or Three Quarts, or a Gallon of Barley; and he 
thinks in the Third Year, he had above half a Builiel; and then 
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Governor Stanton .forbad hitn- to {ow any more, but gave nd 
Reafon for fuch Prohibition; that he never Caw any Indian Corn 
grow there, but has [een Pigeons killed with it in their Crops; 
that he has lived in the Company's Service Ten Years, and was 
a lways well treated by all the Governors; that he has heard Peo­
ple complain of ill Ufage, but never faw any fuch thing, in 
regard either to the Europeans or Indz"ans, being grt;atl y confined 
with his Work; that the Allowance of Victuals was Six Pounds 
of Flour a V\leek, and fometimes Four Geefe; fometimes Six 
or Seven, as the Geefe were in Size, [orne weighing but a Pound p 

others Six, Seven, or Eight Pounds; that they had fometimes 
half a Goofc a Day; and when allowed Venifon, they were 
allowed about Three Pounds a Day: When the Provifion was 
Partridges, they were allowed Two or Three a Day, fome of 
which weigh above a Pound.; that the Indians frequently bring 
their Arms (0 mend; and the Mufquets furniilied them by the 
Company, are worth above 20 Shillings apiece; that they fre .. 
quently budt, not from the Fault of the Gun, but by over­
charging, ot from Snow getting into the Muzzle . 

• 
Chrijlopher BanniJler, who had been Armourer and Gunfmith 

to the Hucffon's Bay Com,pany, and had refided in the Bay about 
22 Years, informed your Committee, That he had feen Lead­
Ore at Mooft Rz'ver, which came from the Northward, but he 
can't fay whence; that he had feen a good ~nti[y of it, and 
fome of it tried by Mr. Longdon's Apprentice j and it feemed ex­
traordinary good Lead, and the Boy made a Pair of Buckles 
of it. . , 

That the Witnefs can't fay what Proportion the Lead bears to 
the Ore; only the Boy put in a Piece of Ore as big as a Man's 
Fifi, and got Lead enough to make a Pair of large Buckles; and 
that the Witnefs is fure nothing was put in but the Ore, none 
being prefent but himfelf, and the Boy who brought it down; 
that this was about Three Years ago.; and that he never fawany 
Lead-Ore at any other time. 

That he has [een Copper frequently brought down by the 
Northern Indians, a Piece of which he produced to. your Com­
mittee; and faid, He had feen great ~ancities of it there; and 
was informed by a young Manjwho is now at Hudjon's Bay. 
that the Indz'ans told him, that it was brought from a Mine, in 
Search of which the young Man would gladly have gone. 

That the Trade of the CQuntry confifis chiefly in Furs; but 
the Indians bring dmvn Feathers and Deer-skins likewife; and 
they get [orne Whalebone from the Eskimaux, going from the 
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Streights; that he never knew any Commodities broug.ht by the 
Indians that were refufed by the Company; but that If the In­
dians ~ere better ufed, the Company might have more Trade; 
for the FaCtors don't give them a fufficient Price, and then they 
growl and grumble. . 

And being asked, Whether in that cafe they come agaIn? he 
faid, Not always; but fame are forced t~ come? becaufe there 
are no others to trade with; that he belIeves, If ,other People 
were fuffered to trade, they would not come to the Company, 
oecaufe they ufe them ill. 

And when they meet with the French,. tbey difpofe of the beft 
of their Goods to them, and bring their Refufe to the Com­
pany; that he can't fay at what Diftance the French lie; but 
apprehends they fend People, and lay wait for, and flop the In­
dians, and take the beft of their Goods. 

And being asked, Whether the Company did not give a better 
Pl~ice to the Indians than formerly for their Furs? he {aid, He 
believed not; for that he himfelf had been ordered, to !horren 
tbe Meafure far Powder, which ought to be a Pound, and within 
thefe 1 0 Years has been reduced an Ounce or two. 

That the Company had more Trade fOfIl1erly than now; and 
though he never faw the French Furs, . yet 'ris plain they have 
the fmall, Furs, as he has been informed by the Linguifts, who 
were told by the Natives; that the French ufe them better, and 
give them a better Price; fo that we deal chiefly in Beaver. 

The Martens and Foxes are the moil: valuable Furs, and the 
Cat-skins are very good; that the Natives trade out for v~ry lit­
tle Beaver with the French; but he has. feen the Indians come 
down in fine French CIDath~s, with as much Lace upon them as 
ever he faw 'upon any Cloaths whatfoever.· 

That he has [een a great many Indians in laced Cloaths with­
out Shoes or Stockings. 

That he believes, that if the Company would give as much 
for the Furs as the French, the Indians would bring them; and if 
the Company were will}.~g, they have a {ufficient Stock to pur-' 
chafe fmall Furs; but CIS not the Intereft of the Company to 
pay 10,000 I. for 30 or 40,000 I. worth of Goods, when they can 
have Goods to that Value for 5000 f. 

Being examined as to the Dfage he received frDm the Com_ 
p~ny; he fa~d, It was v~ry in?ifferent, being fometimes treated 
wlthbad Vl~uals, and fometImes with bad Language; that he 
wrot~ feveral tImes to the Company to come home but was refufed. 

BeIng asked, Why he de fired to. go back; ,he {aid, (hat was 
upon another Account; that the Mafter of the Fadory had wrote 

an 
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an Account to the Company, that the Witne(s had not behaved 
himfelf well, and he defired to be examined Face to Face with 
him; that he did throw in a Line or Two, but he did it to clear 
himfelf from a falfe Accufation ; that he cannot remember the 
Words, but one of the Company's Clerks wrote it for him, and 
the Clerk wrote as he thought proper; and the only Reafon (hat 
he {ene in that Paper was to gain Admittance into the Committee~. 
room. 

That the Complaint againfi him was refuling to do his Duty; 
but that the Company [em for him the Year before he threw 
in that Paper, to take him into their Service, which he refufed; 
that he really does not know what that Paper contained; but 
he thinks he did not expre[s any Defire to go to HudJim's Bay, but 
is not certain; and that he would not go now for 100 I. a Year. 

Robert Grijjin, a . Silverfmith, who had been Five Years in­
the Company's Service, faid, that he melted down Six Ounces of 
Ore, which was brought from the Eaft1J{ain, by Captain Mitchell, 
and which produced about Two Ounces of Lead; that he did this 
by the Order of Jrftph Isb'efler the Factor or Governor of Albany,. 
who is now at Churchill Fort; that the Governor frood by him 
while he made the Trial, and that the Witnefs can fw.ear 'tis 
good Lead; that the Witnefs told the Governor 'twas. pity that 
Captains did not take in this Lead Ore for Ballafr infread of Stones: 
To which the Governor replied, That they did not want any fuch 
Difcovery; but he cannot tell whether Isbijler informed the Com­
pany of this TranfaCtion; that the Governor ordered the Witnefs 
to try if he could extract Silver from the Ore; who told him he, 
had not proper Inftruments to make [uch Experiment: To which 
the Governor anfwered, That the Company had no Occafion for 
it, for that they wanted Encouragement for nothing but their Furs;' 
that he imagines there are great ~antities of Ore on the Eafl 
Main, having known feveral ~ntities brought from thence from 
One to Fifteen Pounqs Weight; and he is funher confirmed in 
that Opinion from the Report of the Indians (whofe Language 
he underfrands), who have told him, that there were great ~an­
tilies of Ore on the Eafl Main; that he imagines tbe Trade in Ore 
would be as advantageous as that in Furs, there being Wood enough 
in the Country to fmelt it ; nor would it interfere at all with the 
Fur Trade, only more Hands mufr be employed. 

That he thinks the Trade to Hudfon'J Bay capable of being 
extended, which mufr callfe a greater Confumption of European 
Goods; but for that Purpofe proper Settlements muH: be made: 
And if a Colony was once fettled there, they might trade in 

. I Huts, 
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Huts, as the French do, and there would be no Danger of the 
Indians attacking them; but if a Colony was fetded an Hundred 
Miles up the Country ~ he "believes the Indians would not come 
to the Bay at all. 

That the Witnefs has been informed, that the Soil, One hun. 
dred Miles up the Country, would produce Corn: That he has 
feen Oats grow toPerfeCl:ion at Albany. 

That he has alfo feen Peas, Beans, Turneps, Sallading and 
Cabbage, and fome few Carrots: That the Beans are g~nerally 
blighted; but the Turneps, Peas and Cabbage, are In great 
Plenty andPerfettion, but they have freth Seed fent over every 
Year: Th~at the Land is cultivated for about a Mile round Al­
hany Fort, being dug with Spades upon the breaking of the 
Froft, which generaHy happens about the 20th or 27th of 
April. . .., 

And bemg asked the Qyefhon, he fald, that If he had a Grant 
of One hundred Acres of .Land, and Liberty to trade, he would 
fettle there with all his Heart. 

That the French intercept the Trade; to prevent which the 
Company fome time ago built Henly Hott:fi, which did in fome 
me~fure anf wer the Purpofe; but "if they would build further in 
the Country, it would have a better Effect. 

That the French went there firft, and are better beloved; but 
if we would go up into the Country, the French Indian; would 
trade with us. . 

~homaJ Barnett, Smith, fays, He went over to Albany in the 
Year 1741, when he faw fome Ore there, which, as he was in­
formed, was brought from ~he Eafl: Main: That this Ore, be­
ing in Qyantity about half a Pound, was brought to him by the 
Governor Mr. Isbefter, and the Mafier of a Sloop, in order to 
be tried: That it was once melted, and upon trying it with a 
Hammer it was hard; but upon melting it again, it appeared 
like common Lead: Upon which the Governor, addreffing him­
felf to the Mafier of the Sloop, faid, If there is enough of this, 
it will make brave BalIaft for Ships; but that the Witnefs did 
not hear the Mafter's Anfwer: That he fuppofes Crucibles were 
fent from England, at the Governor's Requeft, to make the afore­
faid Experiment. 

And being asked, If he knew any Perfon who was aboard the 
Veffel that brought over the faid Ore? he faid he knew one 
Archibald Slater, who he was informed was aboard that Sloop, 
and whom he believed to be now in England. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Alexander Browne, who has been Six Years ifr the Com­
pany's Service at Hudjon's Bay as Surgeon, informed your Com­
mittee, that he has feen both Copper and Copper-Ore at Prince 
oj Wales' J lort in Churchill River, which the Northern Indians 

informed the Witnefs they brought from an Ifthmus of Land, 
which lies by a Lake at the fartheft Extent of their Country: 
That 'tis hard to afcertain the Diftance from the Accounts of 
the Indians, but that 'tis judged to be about Three or Four hun­
dred Miles: That he never heard the lfldians fay whether there 
was a Paffage to this Place from the Bay by Water, but they 
informed him their River ran by it. 

That they bring down the Copper for Ornaments; arid that 
they brought down the Ore at the Requeft of GovemoiNorton: 
Hut that the Witnefs does ,not know whether any of-it was fent 
to England, or whether any Trial was made of it there: That 
he has feen about Four or Five Pounds of it, both befate it was 
fmelted, and after; and he takes it to be a rich Ore, but does 
not underfiand Metals. That he has heard of Lead-Ore at Hud .. 
Jim's Bay, but never faw any.' ~ .' , " 

That he never faw the Indians fmelt it; but they informed 
him, that the Earth was wafhed from the Ore by Showers; and 
that they [melt it on a Fire till it runs, and then beat it; it being 
very malleable: That he never heard of a Copper Mine on the 
large Arm of the Sea, but the Ore is brought down by Canoes to 
the open Sea; and that the Rivulet which wafhes the faid Cop­
per is not known to have any Communication with HudJon's Bay, 
the Mine being about Fifteen Miles from the open Sea, by the 
Accounts of the IndianJ. 

That they might bring the Ore in their Canoes to Churchill 
River; but the\Vitnefs can't fay whether the Company's Sloops 
could' go within Fifteen or Sixteen lVIiles of the Mine, finet 
there are frequent Shoals in thofe Seas: But Canoes may come 
down to meet the Veffels; for the Ice makes theWatet fo 
fmooth, that a Canoe can live Thirty Leagues from Shore. That 
he apprehends the Indians come a lietle to the Northward pf 
IPhale-Cove, which bears a Point or two to the Weft of theN orth 
from Churchill. 

That if the Indians were encouraged, they would bring great 
<J.!:l<intities of Ore, as well as' fmelted Cappel', to Whale-Cove; 
and that a Pound and a Half of Ore would, in the Opinion of 
the Witnefs, produce a Pound of pure Metal. That if Perfolls 
were fent up co the Mine, they might fmelt the Ore there; bUG 

they would labour under a Difficulty, for Want of Fuel, the 
Country 
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Country producing no Wood; ahd what the Indians frtlek, they 
do in finall Q!Jamities with Mofs. 

That the Country about the Mine is only inhabited in the 
Fifhihg Seafon; arid that he apprehends it produces Furs: And 
tQat he never heard the Company offer to trade with the Indians 
for Copper: That the Rivulet which runs by tbeMine runs 
into the Sea; and that he apprehends there is a Communication 
betwixt this Sea and Whale-Cove: That he has heard the late Mr. 
Norton (who was the fir11: that brought the Northern IJ'Jdians to 
trade, being fent among them for that Purpofe by the then Go­
vernor) fay, that he had been at this Mine, and [hat a con­
fiderable Qyantity of Copper might be brought down: That 
the Indians will carry their Canoes, as the Wienefs believes, 
abOut Four or Five Miles over Land, but they often leave their 
Canoes and go within Land: That on Mr. Norton's being fent 
to the Northern Indians, a fmall Trade was carried on, which 
has been improv-ed of late Years, but nothing to what it might 
be by giving the. Encouragement of a greater Price: But Mr. 
Norton never told the Wienefs why the Copper Trade was not 
carried on. 

That the Company buy all the Goods that are brought, the 
Indians having no other Markee; but that if they allowed them 
a better Price, they would certainly bring down more. 

That f~veral of [he Indians come down yearly, but others will 
not till Neceffity drive them; but the Northern Indians are more 
induftrious than the others, and would come down as often as the 
Seafon would permit: That they live chiefly on Fifh, and 
carry their Goods generally upon their Shoulders: That the 
Company trade to Whale-Cove every Year with a Sloop, but 
fometimes find no Indians there: And that the Witnefs never 
heard of thofe Indians trading with any other than Britijh Sub-
jeCls. . 

Being asked, What other Minerals he had feen there, he faid 
he had feen large ~1antities of Red Earth, which is got about 
Thirty-fix Miles to the Southward of Churchill River: That he 
had tried fome of it in a Crucible, and found it to contain a 
heavy metallic Subfiance, like Cinnaba.r, and a Fluid like Q!;lick­
filver: That this Trial was only to fatisfy his Curioficy, having 
received no Orders to make it; but the Governor was prefent at 
the Experiment: And upon the Witnefs reprefenting his Sur­
prize to him, that the Company did not endeavour to improve 
thefe Difcoveries, the Governor anf wered, that he was likewife 
furprifed that they did not. 

That \ 
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That he apprehends, that by opening the,Trade, more Ore, 
as well as Furs, would be brought, the French intercepting the 
Southern Indians, and by that means obtaining the valuable Furs: 
And that he has been informed by the Indicms, that the Frmch 
Canadeje Indians corne within Sixfcore Miles of the Englijb Facto­
ries:' That he never heard any Indians fpeak French, but feveral 
of oUf old Traders will get a few Words of Englijb: And that 
the French Indians come [0 Albany to trade for their heavy 
Goods. 

That he heard the aforefaid Mr. Norton fay, that the French 
run a wa y with our Trade; and that the Way to prevent it would 
be to make Peace between the two Indian Nations, which would 
bring do\vn the Indians to trade. That the Company make 
Prefents to t.he Indians to encourage them to trade, which fome- , 
times fucceeds, and fometimes only induces them to leave one 
Fort, in order to trade at another: And that if the Trade 
was opened, tbe 'French would not intercept the Indians, fince 
in that cafe the feparate Traders muft have Out-factories in the 
fame manner the French have, which the Company have not: 
And that he never heard of Henly Hottfl; but that there may he 
fucn a Place. 

That the Trade could not be inlarged without Forts and Settle­
ments, by which the Witnefs faid he meant Houfes of Timber, 
guarded with Iron Palifadoes, [0 prevent their being fet on Fire, 
which would be fufficiently defenfible with Small Arms only; 
and that fuch Settlements might be erected up Churchill River. 

And being asked, In cafe thofe Out-fettlements were erected, 
whether the fame Trade could be carried on at the prefent Set­
tlements? he faid, That was impoffible: But the Trade would 
be extended; as by that Means they would take it from the 
French: That if thefe Settlements were near the Fre11ch, they 
rnu:ft have Gari[ons to fecure them again:ft the French, and the In­
dians, who trade with"and are in Friendfhip with them (whom he 
diftinguiihed by the Name of French Indiaw); but that would 
be no great Expenee; Twenty or Thirty Men in a Settlement 
being fuBicient for that PUfpofe. 

That the French d'o not, nor can they give the fame Encou­
ragement to the India12S, that the Englijb do; but they force them 
to trade, by intercepting them; when they take what they pleafe, 
giving them Toys in Exchange; and fright them into Compli­
~nce by Tricks of Slight of Hand; from whence the Indians 
conclude them to be Conjurers: But that .the Englijb give them a 
better Price. . 

K And 



And being examined, he faid, That he never faw the French 
Standard' bue is acquainted with that of the Company. 

·That ~he French rate Two Martens, as he is informed, at a 
Beaver' which, by the Companis Standard, is rated at Three. . 

Bein~ then asked, How the Company could be faid to give a 
better Price than the French? he faid, He knew nothing of the, 
French Trade but by Reading, and the Information he received 
from the Indians; who told him, that the Englijb give better 
Meafure, both of Gunpowder and Tobacco: And if the French 
did not compel the Indians to trade, they would certainly bring 
all their Goods down to the E11g1iJb. 

But that if the Trade was laid open, the French would be 
deprived of that Opportunity; as in that Cafe there would be a 
fuperior Number of Englifb to guard the Trade. 

That he heard the Indians tell Governor Norton, in the Year 
1739. that the French had a Settlement at about the Diftance of 
One hundred or Sixfcore Miles from Churchill, which had then 
"been built about a Year, and contained Sixty Men with Small 
Arms: But he does not know whether the Governor made a Re­
port of this to the Company, nor did the Witnefs ever acquaint 
them with it: But that the Witnefs was informed by an Indian, 
and his whole Family, that this Settlement was upon See! River, 
which was navigable up to it for Canoes. 

That he thinks the Trade at Churchill has increafed within 
thefe Ten Years; which he attributes to the Northern Iridians 
coming to the Fort. ' 

Being asked, If he was acquainted with the Climate of the Semi­
Poets? he faid, That he had heard Governor Norton, who had 
been there, fay, that they were Strangers to Snow-fhoes. 

And being asked, If he was, fure that the French Settlement, 
which he mentioned to be at about Sixfcore Miles diftant, was 
not at the Diftance of Three hundred, or even Twelve hundred 
Miles? he faid, He was fure it was not, by the Indians walking 
from thence; that they are about Three Weeks coming, and 
may walk about Twelve Miles a Day, or juft as they .happen to 
be loaded. 

And he informed your Committee, That he had never been 
examined in this Affair before; nor had any ~eftions been asked 
him about it befor~ his prefent Examination. 

Captainrthomas Mitchell, who had commanded a Sloop of the 
Compa~y's, faid, He had brought\~omething from th~ Eqft Mail] 
refembhng Lead-Ore; but that he IS not a Judge of It; that he 
gathered this himfelf from the Surface of the Earth, and picked 

fome 
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fome few Pieces from off the Rocks; 'and that perhaps he might, 
with great Trouble, have got a Boat-:;Load of it; but that he 
made no Attempt to break into the Rocks; and that the VeiOg 
of this Ore were about an Inch broad: That he never heard any 
Account of it but from the l12dianJ, who carry it about the£?1 to 
black their Faces, which induced the Governor [0 fend him and 
others on the Difcovery; that they brought about Half a hun­
dred Weight of it, and forne of it was fent to the Company in 
England; and that, on {hewing it to the Governor in the Bay, he 
made no Account of it, but every-body thought it was Lead­
Ore; that he went no further than S6 Degr€es Lat. tho' he had 
lriftruCtioQs for going further; but he thought it dangerous, and 
the Country was barren; that the Currents are very rapid, and 
there are great Numbers of Hlands and Rocks, between which 
the Tide fets very ftrong. 

That he faw feveral Veins of this Ore, but thinks it not worth 
while to attempt the getting it, from the Difficulty that would 
attend the Undertaking; it lying among the Rocks, where Car-
riages could not come: But of that Affair he is no Judge. ' 

That he has tried to rudt it, and it runs into a heavy drofTy 
Cinder; but he never converfed with any Perron who under­
flood it. 

That he never heard of any Opening' to the Northward of the 
Eaft Main. , . 

That he has been 'at Whale-Cove, but does not unclerftand the 
indian Language; that he was a Year at the Northernmoft FaCto­
ries, where he heard mention made of Copper. 

And being asked, If the Company trade in Copper unmanu-:­
faaured? he [aid, They did not; but that he had feen the Ill­
dianswith MetalOrnaments about their Arms, which they told 
him they made from old Kettles. . 

And being fhewn a Piece of Copper, which was produced to 
your Committee as an Indian Bracelet; he faid, He never fawone 
fo thick as that; nor were thofe he had feen of the fame Colour. 

That when the Witne[s went upon this Di[covery, he had no 
particular InftruCl:ions in regard to Mines, but general Ol;'ders to 
make any Di[coveries that might be of Advantage'to the Com­
pany; and if he had [ucceeded, he does not doubt but they 
would have rewarded him.: And that he believes the Company 
encourage Di[coveries, and promote Trade, to the utmoft of their 
Power. And he thinks the Trade at Albany and Moofe River 
(the only Places the Witne[s is acquainted with) -is carried on to 
the beft Advantage, and incapable of further Improvement or 
Extenfion. 

That 
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That they have twice attempted' to raife Corn, without Sue ... 

cefs. And being asked, What Time that Corn was fow~? he faid, 
In June' but that the Ground is thawed a Foot deep In May, at 
whieh Time you may fow Corn; but that the Ground is fo eold~ 
it [poils the Seed: That the FraiL returns in Augufl or Sep­
temher, :l,lld he has known it fet in thle latter End of OOober; 
fhat Turneps and Peas are fown in May, and come to Perfection 
i~.AugUjJ or September: And he does not know whether the 
Froft breaks fooner within Land, or not; but at the Bottom of 
the Bay it breaks the Third or Fourth of Maj. . 

And being asked, If he was fetded there, whether he thinks it . 
would anf wer to fow Corn? he faid, That every Chief has Li­
berty to do it, and it Iwould certainly be very advantageous; 
that he can't give an Inftance of Encouragement given by the 
Company to anyone Man for filch Improvement; nor does he 
l~nowof any Perfon being difcouraged from fuch an Under­
taking. ' 

That he never heard of a French Settlement up Churchill Ri,;.. 
ver, nor up. Seel River; but as the latter lies at the Bottom of 
the Bay, at a great Diftance from where the Witnefs refided, 
there might be fuch a Thing, ,and he, not hear of it. 

':fhat there was a French Settlement in Albany River, which 
was foon deftroyed, by erecting Henly Hotije, the French Settle­
ment being no more than a Tent; that Trade has been carried 
on ever flnce at Henly Hou:fe, which lies Two hundred Miles up 
the Country, during the Winter-Seafon; "and the War with 
France breaking out foon after, the Witnefs has heard no more 
of the French. 

Arthur Dobbs, Efq; being examined as to the Information he 
had received from a French Canadeje indian (fince deceafed), and 
who was maintained at the Expenee of the Admiralty, on a Pro­
fpet\: of his being of Service, on the Difcovery of a North-weft 
fiJ>'!/foge, informed your Committee, That the Whole of that Dif­
courfe is cont·ained in Pare of a Book printed for the Witnefs in 
the Year 1744- to which he defired Leave to refer. 

And being asked, If that Part of the Book contained nothing 
but the Difcourfe with the Indian, without any Remarks or Oh­
fervations? he faid, It did not contain any Thing eIfe but his 
Qyeftions, and the Anfwers of the Indian. 

That the Method he ufed in taking down the faid Difcourfe 
was as follows· ' 

He asked the Indian the Q!leftions contained in that Narrative 
to which he gave Anfwers in Fren{h; which the Witnefs tranf~ 

lated 
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lated into Englijb, and reduced each Anfwer immediately into 
Writing. 

That he did not read thefe Anfwersover to him; but, to 
make Trial of his Veracity, he frequently repeated {he fameQue .. 
fiions, at the Diftance of a Fortnight, and never could find the 
leaft Variation in his Account; but that he thinks he has not 
taken Nocice of this Method in his Narrative: That the Wienefs 
omitted nothing in the Narrative which he thought material to 
the Knowlege of Trade, or of the Country; and that the Mi", 
flutes w hieh he took from the Mouth of this Indian, are printed, 
Word for Word, in the aforefaid Book, which the Witnefs him .. 
felf carefully compared with his Minutes. 

And being asked, If he cOQld produce thofe original Minutes? 
he faid, That he had deftroyed them; not thinking it material to 
keep them after the Book was printed. 

Then the faid Book was produced to your Com'minee, and 
Part thereof, from Fol. "'9' to Fol. 45. was read.; to which (tbe 
faid Book being annexed to this Report by way of Appendix, 
No.2.) your Commitree beg Leave to refer . 

. And being asked, What was the Character of this I1Jdian? he 
faid, He had' a very good one in Town; and that Captain Mid­
dleton told him his CharaCter in general was good; that he never 
heard any thing to the Prejudice of it, except that he was obliged 
to quit his own Country for carrying on a counterband Trade. 

And being asked, How this Indian could make a Calculation of 
the Profits arifing by the Fur Trade, or how 'it was poffible he 
1hould ufe an Expreffion, which waS" fet down in the Narrative, 
of gaining 1.000 per CefJt.? he [aid, ,That he, the WitnefS, told 
him the Prices of Goods here; and that> thl! Indian himfelfknew 
the Prices of Goods in his own Country, from the Comparifon of 
which, the Witnefs formed the Calculation which he explained 
to the Indian, who agreed thac it was right. And being asked, 
If he defired the Indian to confine himfelf to his own' Knowlege? 
he faid, That all the Indian faid was from his own Knowlege, 
except where it is mencioned otherwife in the Narrative; as in 
the Voyage [0 the Weft ward in che latter End of it, and in fome 
other Places. 

Captain William Moore acquainted your Committee, That be 
-had been employed in Hud/em' J Bay from a Boy; that he went 
with Captain Middleton to difcover a North-well Pt!lfage, and 
likewife with the laft Adventurers on that Difcovery. 

And being required 'to inform your Com,mittee what Treat­
ment the late Difcoveries received from the Company's Officers 
, . L' ~ 
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in' Hudfim's Bay? he faid, That ~s foon as Mr. Jame! lfbam, the 
Governor of rork Fort (who failed from England In Company . 
with the Witnefs and the reft of the Difcoverers, and parted from . 
them three or four Days after they left the Orkneys); perceived 
their Ships coming from Hayel s River, he mann'd a Boat, and 
took away the Buoys, and cut down the Beacon; by which Means 
the Dobbs Galley, which the Witnefs commanded, run aground, 
apd,the Calijornia', the other Ship in Company, was not then at 
Anchor. 

, That the next Day the Witnefs received a Letter from the Go­
vernor, to advife him, out of Regard for his own, and the Safety 
of the ren of the People with him; that they would not attempt 
that River with Ships, Veifels, or Boats; for he would do his 
utmoft Endeavours to prevent them. ' 

That at this Time the Witnefs, and the other Commander, 
had not '£gnified to the Governor" that they were Englijb Ships, 
no Letters or Meffages,'having 'paffed between them;' and the 
GoV'ernor's Letter, which was brought on board by his Car­
pencer, and fome oth~rs, was diretled £0 the two Commanders of 
the' Ships iying off the River's Mouth. '. 

Upon the Receipt of this Letter, the Difcoveters held'a Coun~ 
cil, and came' to a' RefolutFon to return an Anfwer that they 
made choice of that Place to winter in, it being too lace to go to 
any other. This occafioned a fecond Letter from the Governor, 
advifing the Adventurers rather to make choice of Churchill to 
winter at; and d~fi.fi'ng and infiilil?g that they fhould fend him a 
proper Power,' either from the Company, or the Government; 
or otherwife they ihe>uld :oot be admitted to rec.eive Shelter there~ 
This Requdli the Adv€1:ltmerS complied with, and fent' the Go­
vernor their Letters of ,Marque; after which they had no M~ 
left.ation from '~'he Governor: That the Commander of the other 
Shi:p, and the Witne{&~ went hlp to fee' the Governor, 3'nd were 
employed, fev'eral Dll')'s to' look for' a' proper Harbour for their 
Ships; that the Governor fupplied them with Wood, Limc,al'ld 
:Bricks, tG} ht!lild ~n Houfe, where they lived: during the Winter. 
He likewife, fld'l'nithed them with Beaver .. Coats ror the Men, aml 
what other Things they wanted; that he gave them a Leather 
Tent to make Shoes.of, and" in general, treated themwell, and in 
a friendly rManl1er~' " - "'. 

That tlie.Witrrefg-lenttheGovernt;)T Five or Six Men moil: of 
the Winte~} andCaptam Smirh, Commander of the other Ship' 
and his ,W'i'fe, refideci' in the Flictory, as Vifiters, about tw~ 
MOQths. : ' ' , . 

That 



That fome of the Witnefs's Men dug a Cellar' in the FaClory, 
in which they put forne of their Beer and Checfe. 

And being asked, Whether, at their firft Approach, the Go­
vernor did not apprehend they had an Intent to trade, or whe­
ther he knew them to be employed on the Difcovery? he faid, 
That the Governor was aboard the Dobbs about two Days before 
they departed from Elzg1and, and knew what they were going 
upon; that it was the common Difcourfe, both of the Company's 
Officers, and the Adventurers, that the Governor knew them very 
well. ' 

That the Witnefs had asked Mr. Ifbam the Reiilfon of his Can ... 
duB:; who anf\vered, That he had dohe nothing but what he 
could anfwer to his Mafiers, but did not fay that he did not knGw 
who the Adventurers were. 

That the Witnefs believes, that the Reafon of that Treatm<mt 
was, an Apprehenfion that they defigned· to trade, Mr. Jjbam 
knowing that they had Goods a board for th~t Purpofe; tho' 
the.Witnefs never heard it faid, that that was the R€afon: But in 
his fecond· Letter to the Governor he gave it under his Hand, 
That he had no Intent to Trade; and was then received in the 
Manner before defcribed. 

That the Witnefs had Goods aboard ,proper for the TraQ€; 
which were neceffaj-Y to make Prefents to the Natives, as wdl as .', 
to fupply the Ships Companies with Prbvilions. 
: That the Witnefs had folicited the Governor, feveral times, 

for frefh Provifions) without Succefs; th~ Governor alleging, 
th~t they·had none ;- when, at the fame time, he was informed, 
that there were Deer lying killed up in the Country: Upon, 
which, he wrote a fmart Letter to the Governor, informing him, 
That if he refufed tofupply him, he WOtlld fend Men out, and 
take them by For€e: Upon which, the Governor fuppliecl him 
with Venifon. 

That he ,does not know whether the Adventurers paid for thele 
Provifions; 'but they gav.e them faIt Provifions in Exchange for 
frelli., r 

That they had Three Indians allowed by the GQvernor to hunt 
for them in the Spring, btltnone in Autumn; and theyhadfome, 
likewife; allowed to hl!mt Partridges fQrthem afterChrijlmas. 

And. being asked, Ifthete Was any Report fpread of a peftilen:-' 
tiaL Diftemper among ~them.? he faid, He haG\, Reafon to think. 
fOme R.eportS' of that Kind had been fpreaG,- from the Natives. 
not coming near them;. but they weIfe with,out Foundado9:. 

Being alfo asked, If it was not ufual to take away the Beacons' 
and Buoys every Year? he faid, He believes it is, when all the 
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Ships are come in; but at the time the Governor took them down 
there was a Sloop to come from Chttrchill. 

Being required to give the Committee an Account of what 
Difcoveries they made in the Voyage; he faid, They difcovered 
feveral la'rge Rivers between 62. and 64 Degrees Lat.fome of 
which were Six or Seven Leagues wide; but that they did. not 
go up any great Diftance, having tried and found the Tide of 
Flood fet into the Rivers. . . 

That the further Northward they went, the fooner th~ Flood, 
and the greater the Flow; and that a North-weft Wind raifes the 
Water the moil.' . " ' " , 

Being examined as to the Climate, Soil, and Trade, at the Bot. 
tom of the Bay; he informed your Committee, That he ,had eat 
Beans, Peas, and Turneps, produced at· Moofo River ; that he is 
fatisfied the'Trade is capable of being extended, by ereCl:ing little 
Huts within Land, which would anfwer the Purpofe,of Forts, 
there being no Danger from the Natives; the People at lIenJ, 
Houfl not being above Six or Seven, and they live very quiet., ' . 
, That he has been informed" by People whom he' defired. to ask 
that Qyeftion of the Natives, That the Trade might be extended ; 
an~ the Perron who was fet to watch the late Adventurers, that 
they fhould not trade, 'informed' them, That the French., inter~. 
cepted the. Indians in their coming down, bi.lt he never ,heard ' 
that the Company refufed to take thdr Goods,; that there are nb~ 
any Settlements on Labrador Coaft; 'and he has been infotm~d,. 
Settlements might be 'erected there. ,,'.,~ 

That the Company have no'Se~tlem.ents on NewSever~e River, 
which has always been accounted a good Place, nor on Rupert.'s. 
River. . 

And being asked, If the Co~pany would not keep m.ore Men 
on Stude River, if it would turn to Ac~ount? he f~id, He could 
not fay :, ~e had heard icas t~e Opinionof feveral People, that the 
Company, erideavoured to' keep a quiet hindfome Trade;' and 
thinkit their Inteieft to keep it to themfelv.es; that ,he believes 
they, migh t carryon a much greater Trade, but that would make 
more Noife, and be an Encouragemenfto In'terlopers, by which, 
be faid,. he meant, Englifb feparate Traders; that he is not a 
co~petent Judge of what Stock the Company could employ, but, 
is: certain the Trade is capable of further Ext~nfi6n,. particularly 
iIi the Fifhery, by which a confiderable'Trade in Bone and Oil 
might be carried on; that the Witnefs has feen feveral Whales" 
and found One, killed by .the IndiafJs~ in the ,BaYJ out of which. 
he took fome Bone. . "., . 

That 



That he has lik:ewife feen Copper brought from the Northward 
to Churchill, but the Indians were never encouraged to bring Qy.an 
tides. 

. Being asked, How the Ind£ans killed the Whales? he faid, 
With a Harpon of their own making; but if our Harponeers 
were there, they would kill many more. 

And being asked, If he would choofe to go to Hudfon' J Bay to 
fifh for Whales? he faid, If he was to go a Whale-fithing, he 
would go to Greenland; but that he could carryon the Fur Trade 
in HlIdjon' s Bay at the fame time, and the Indians would kill the 
Whales; that the Company allow their Captains an Encourage .. 
ment of 251. perCent. for all the Whalebone they bring over, 
but he does not know of any Encouragement given to any other 
of the Company's Servants. 

ThaI they fend a Sloop, fometimes for Two or Three Years to­
gether, to Whale-Cove, and fometimes 110t above One in Three 

. Yea,rs" whic.h difappoints the Indian;; who, if the Sloop went 
annually, would forecaft to be there: And that he don't believe 
they fend thi~ SI-oop on receiving Intelligence,that the Indians have 
Bone and Oil for tbem, fince they cannot converfe with them . 
. And being asked, Whether he believed there was a North-weft 
PtlJ/age to the Soltth-Seas? he faid, He believes there is a Commu­
nication; but whether navigable, or not, ,he cannot fay 7 that if 
there is any futh Communication, 'tis further Northward than he 
expected; that if it is but 'fhort, as Itis probable to conclude 
from the,Height of the Tides, 'tis pomble it might be na vigable; 
and it was the Opinion of all the Perfons fent on that Difcovery, 
that a North-Weft Wind made the higheft Tides. 

-Mr. Henry8parling, Merchant, informed your Committee, 
That he had traded chiefly in Furs for Twenty-eight Years paft, 
during which Time he had dealt with the Hudjim'.s Bay Com .. 
pany, and was a Proprietor of the faid Company, having 330 I, 
Stock there, according to the Rate the Sto~k is now valued at. 

, Being asked, If the Company did not increafe their Stock in 
I7zo.and for what Reafon? he faid, He had noHand in the Af .. 
fair, nor can affign any Reafon, except that they had a Factory 
burnt down fome Years ago; but that he apprehends it could 
not be t6 make a Bubble of it, finee none of their Stock ever 
came to Market: That the Company dealt in Bear, Cat, Fox, 
Oner, and forrie few Racoon Skins, and that the Furs they im­
port are the beft tbat are brought into Europe from America, be­
il;lg much preferable to the Jihnch Canada Furs; that this is to 
be imputed to the Situation of the Company's Settlements, 
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which' are further N orththa~ the FreJ2ch, and conte'qm~ntly the 
Furs more '\"aluable: That the J:i're1Jch carryon their Trade by 
the Courier de BoiJ, but the Furs are noc liable to be damaged 
by that Method, the Wienefs having feen feveral Magazines of 
French Furs in Holland; as well as great Quantities of the fame 
Furs taken in the late· War, none of which were at all da-
maged. I. . 

That the Witnefs has exported Furs during·all the time he 
has been in Trade, as well French Furs as thofe of the Com­
p:lny~ and that the Hu dfln , s Bay Furs always fell beft; but the 
Cal1ada Furs are well wOrth importing, except their Squirrel­
Skins', which are good for nothing; and that the Diff~rence in 
Value between the Cantuia and the Hudjon's Bay Beaver is about 
One Third; to which Point he was examined on Oath before the 
Council about Twelve Months ago . 
. And that the French Eajl-India Company then fold fome Bea­

vers in Holland 'for Sixty Stivers each; and the vVitnefs fold fome 
Httdjon's Bay Beavers for One hundred, 
- ,That the Witnefs has Accounts of the French Imports every 

Year from Rochelle, where tbe Canada Furs are imported; and 
whichfpecify the feveral Sorts of Goods imported; by which it 
appears, that they import Three or Four hundred Martens an­
nually :' That there 'are fmaH Quantities of Httdfln~s Bay Furs 
imported among the French Furs, but very few~ . 

Beihg asked, If he ever knew any Want of Demand for Furs? 
he faid, The Demand\vas greater or lefs,as Circumftanees varied. 
That' fomdimes they have lain Twelve Months upon their 
Hands, but {inee the War the Demand has been great: That 
Three or Four Years ago the Company had Furs remaining in 
their Hands ~ale af[er S1l1e : That the Demand depends greatly: 
upon 'Fa{hio~;; and thait· he apprehends the Reafon of thoie 
Goods lying 'on hand was,' thai Martens weht our of Fafhion~ 
and many of themwere,irriported: That as to the Trade in' ge­
neral, there'~ always a Vent; but when a great QlIantityof any 
partieu lar Species is imported, it lowers the Price. 

That the ·Company exp0rt no Furs, but fell them to the Mer­
chants and Furriers at their public Sales, and never fell any by 
private Contract, except thofe which have been pht up, and for 
\vhien the-Contractor afterw'ards gives an advanced Price, under 
w'hfch Circurilfiances theWitnefs himfe1f has bought Furs of the 
Company. jL", . 

. , Being examined as to Skins or Pelts, he raid, That there were 
bu~ few brought; that.they could: v~nd ~en times as many Elk 
Sk1ns, but not Deer Skins: That if a greater Q!lantity of Elk or 
j" Moofe 



Moofe Skins was brought, it would reduce the Price; an.d that 
Deer. Skins fold laft November for Two Shillings ahd Sixpence 
a-piece, and Elk or Moofe Skins for Ten Shillings. 

And he produced a Deer Skin to your Committee, which he 
faid was brought from Httdfln's Bay, which appeared to be full 
of Holes, and informed your Committee that there is not One in 
Ten of them but are fo, but when killed at one time of the 
Year thofe Defects are not apparent till they come to be dreffed 
in Oil. And that the Deer Skins from Virginia are much more 
valuable than thofe of a more Northerly Climate. 

That Ermin and Squirrel Skins from Hudfim's Bay are not 
worth paying Cuftom for? the laft Squirrels being iold for a 
Farthing apiece, after paY"lng a Halfpeny Duty for them: That 
he has not bought any Ermins from thence of a long time, the 
beft Ermins coming from Siberia. 

To prove which Aifertion, he produced to your Committee 
Two Ermins from HttdJim'.f Bay, the one the beft, and the other 
the )Vorft he could pick out of a, Parcel, and one from Siberia; 
and [aid that the Price of the Siberia Ermins,are from One Shil­
ling to One and Sixpence each. 
'. He likewife produced Two Siberia Squirrel Skins, and Two 
from Hudfim's Bay. . , 
. ~. That there have lately been imported about Two thoufand 
Beavers from New-rork and New-England; but there have not 
heen Two hunqred brought from thence befides for feveral 
Years. ., 
, . That he lays out between Four and Five thoufand Pounds a 
Year with [he Company, who have flocked the Merchants and 
Furriers with Beavers for feveraL Years, great Qyantities of 
which the Witnefs exports annually to Ruff/a: That the Com .. 
pany . underfland their own Intereft,' and, in general, deal in 
Commodities that turn to the beft Ad vantage. . 

That fometimes the Beaver exported, to Ru/lia lies on hand, on 
account of the Ad vance of the Price, which has been the Cafe 
finee the War, for. had it been cheaperfiv:e times as much might 
have been difpofed of: And that rhere/is a great Advantage in 
Importing and Exporting in Englilb Bottoms: That if the Trade 
was opened, he does not apprehend Beaver would be cheaper; 
for ifonce the Profit is reduced to 10 per:Ccnt. it would be im­
poffible to carry it on: That he knows 26 per Cent. would nbt 

,pay the Freight: That he never imported any himfelf, but 
,knows the Expenee of importing Gaods from other Places, . and 
,that there muft be an extraordinary Expence both as to. Hands 
"and Vichials in' Huc!fon' J Bay: That tho' he is a Proprietor of 
_, ttne 



the:'Stock, he does- not know the Charge they are at; only, 10 

general, that i~ muft be large: Th~t the ~ompany pay the P~o ... 
prittors fomettmes Ten, and fometlmes EIght, per Cent. whIch 
he is very well fatisfied with, believing them to be hon:ft Meno 

Being asked, Jf the Company could not employ three times the 
Stock ill Trade they do at prefent? he faid, He believed not ':, 
That he queftioned whether they could employ double the Stock, 
becaufe he apprehends no more Goods can be got; for the In~ 
dians who kill the Beafis are not induftrious, but only do it for 
Subfifience andabfolute Neceffaries; and they won't make a Toil 
of a Pleafure for any Confideration. 

Captain Caruthers, being examined, informed your Committee, 
that he had formerly been in the Service of the HuJjinl s Bay 
Company, which he quitted Thirty-five Years ago, nor was he 
Proprietor of any of their Stock: That the Navigation there is 
very dangerous and troublefome: That he believes no Attempts 
were made to find a N orth-Weft Paffag.e while he was in tht . 
Country, nor was any fuchthing talked of: That he don't ap. 
prehend there is any filCh Paffage; but, if there is, he thinks it 
impracticable to navigate it on account of chelce: That he "'ould 
rather choofe to go round Cape Horne; and that it will be im ... 
pomble to go and return thro' fuch Paffage in one Year: And 
he thinks leis the general Opinion of Sea ... faring Men that there 
is no fuch Paffage: That he does not appreh~nd the Climate, 
Ten Leagues within L,nd in Hudfln'; Bay, to be much warmer 
than at the Sea-lliore; hut that he never was above Five or Six 
Lea~~s up the Country, and could perceive no material Dif­
ference: But being further examined, he faid, that, to be fure, 
the Ice on the Sea made the Weather colder on the Coaft, and 
thac there is no Doubt but that the Ice breaks fooner up in the 
Coumry than by the Sea-fhore; for that the Witnefs himfelf has 
feen the Ice drove down the Rivers before it broke at the Mouth 
of the faid Rive~s, where fuchQt1antities of it have been ftopped 
as to occafion the overflowing of the FaCl:ory. 

That when the Ice was fo drove down, he has feen a little 
Moiftu17e on the Ice upon the Sea,; but, to be Cure, it is warmer 
up in the Country than O'n the Shore. 

That he does not know whether the Ice is thinner up in the 
Country than down at Sea; but he believes the great Rivers are 
not frozen to the Bottom, but has meafured Ice in Ne!fon' J River 
SilC Foot odd Inches thick: That he has feen Ice, as he believes, 
Twenty Fathom above Water; and he' has meafured it Sixty 
Seventy, or Eighty Fathoms under Water; but he can't fay, th~~ 

It 



[ 49 ] 

it freezes all over the Bay otherwife than a thin Skin of Ice in a. 
Morning in a dead Calm; but a Ship will' fail thro' it welL 
enough: That Hudfon's . Streights are never clear of Ice fori 
Three Months together, tho' fome Years there are lefs Ice than. 
others. ' , , .! 

That in July the Witnefs had like to have been defiroyed 
by the Ice at Ne!Jon's River in' going to Churchill; 'but that .'tis \ 
nnderftood the Bay may be failed in for Six Months; and (tJ~t­
he has heard of a Ship that loft her Paifage when in Sight of_ 
the Factory, as tbe Witnefs thinks, in the Month, of Septem-; 
ber; and he thinks he has known Ne!fort's, River frozen up in r 
Ot1ober. , " ~ 

Being examined as to the Trade of the Hitdfln's Bay Com­
pany; he faid, He knows no more of it than, that. they trade with 
the Natives for Furs and Beavers; and that the Natives carry: 
the Goods" they receive in Exchange from the Factories up into 
the Country, for fear of being fi-oze up.,. '. 

That he chinks the Trade is at its utmoft Extent, fince it. 
would be for che Advantage of the Company to extend,it; and~ 
they had always Goods enough, when the Witnefs was rhere,'to, 
pay for all the Natives brought; but that he knows nothing 'of; 
the Trade for Thirty-five Years paft : That while the \\Timefs 
was there, the Company ufed to employ Three Snips_to, Port­
Ne!fOn" which always went backloaded; andthat the Governor, 
whofe Name was Knight, treated the Nati,ves: v,erY' well, ~and: 
gave them Encouragement; but that the Witnefscan't:fpeak the; 
Indian Language: That he has. heard a good deal of a Copper­
Mine to the Northward of Churchill River, the1ndianJ,fpeaking. 
of it to the Interpreter while the Witnefs was by; but he ,under:.· .. 
flood no more than that it lay to the Northward, of, Churchill" 
and that the Governor was mighty fond of the Difcovery, and , 
made great Inquiries about it. 

That the Interpreter reported the Anfwers of the, bdia!1J to 
the Governor and Council, of which the Witnefs was one; and, 
they defcribed the Mine fometimes as a Gold-Mine" fometimes 
as a Copper Mine; and that theWitnefs has feen Copper which 
was faid to be brought from thence, but he does not know, whe­
ther it was 10 or not: That the Governor was very earneft in 
this Difcovery, which was always his Topic, and he took all 
Opportunities of making Prefents to the Natives: And the Wit­
nefs himfelf carried Mr. Norton, who was afterwards Governor,­
and Two Nonhem Indians, to Chttrchill, where he put them in 
a Canoe; and the Purpofe of their ,Voyage. was to make Difco-. 
verics, and encourage the Indians to come down, to trade"and 
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bringCbpper-Ore: That he can't recollect, that he ever heard 
how far it was to this Copper Mine; nor does he know ~hethet' 
there is an eafy Paffage to it by Land, hiving never travelh;d by 
Land himfelf,nor heard of any Ex-pediJion Qf [hat Kind, ex';' 
cept that undertaken by Nortbn, and the Two Indians aforefaid • 

..Arthur Slate.r, being; examined, [aid, That he had been em­
ploy,ed in the Service of the Huc!ftm' J Bay Company on the Eafl 
Main: That he had feen Lead .. Ore, of which he had brought 
a fmall .~~iantity to England,. but never knew ic tried: And be 
produced a Piece of the (aid Ore to your Committe~, which. he 
faid he had picked up there from off the Surface of the Ground: 
That the Soil is rocky, and that he never knew of any Attempt to. 
bore it; nor did he ihew this Ore to any of the Factors, which 
he apprehended there was no Occafion for, as everyone had a 
liule, and the Commanders of the Veifels, whofe Names were 
Mitchelt and Longden, took fome of the fame; nor did he report 
this to the Company on his Return:. That he believes this Ore 
runs in Veins, but is not fo good a Judge of that as a . Miner 
might: That the Piece he produced to your, Committee was in 
the fame Condition as when he picked it up, and it was the heft 
he could find: That the Place lies about Three Miles from the 
Water, and 'cis a very bad Road to it: That a Road for Wheel­
Carriages could not be made without great Difficulty; and as the 
Place lies in 560 North Lat. 'twould be impoJIible to. work Ehere 
above Three Months. in the Year. 

That he never heard they were fentfor any other Ptlrpofe 
than to difcover the CoaA:: That he· can't tell whether the 
Company would trade in [~is Ore, if a fufficient Quantity of it 
could be found '; nor does he know whether it would be worth 
while for a privateTrader to do it; bur if aM:m had Money enough 
he might try: That he believes the Company trade in Commodi­
ties' from whence moA: Profits at-ile, and· ·that no Perfons could 
carryon the Trade cheaper: That if the Trade was opened~ he 
believes no more Goods would be imported, only one Factory 
might get the Trade from another; for, in the A pprehenfion of 
the Witnefs, ail the lndiaJjJ who don't trade with the French. 
trade with the Company; and that he never knew the indianJ 
carry back any Furs. 

t Your Co,,?miCtee,for their further. Information, thought pro ... 
per to examme feveral Merchants as to their 0r.inion of the Ex­
pediency and Practicability of carrying ori an' open Trade to. 
Hudfin'.s Bay, who. declared themfelves in regard to chofe Parti-
culars as follows : . 

Mr. 
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Mr. 'John Tomli-J1/on, Merchant of London, informed your Com­
mittee, That to the beft of his Remembrance he figned a Petition 
fometime finee to his Majefty, the Purport of which he thinks' 
Was for' a new Charter for carrying on the Trade to Hutffon's 
Bay, and the Countries adjoining. ' 

That in cafe,this Petition had fucceeded, the ·Witnefs himfdf 
propofed to have engaged in the Trade; that in his Opinion it 
would tend to the N ationall ntereft to lay open the faid ,Trade, for 
the following Reafons : 

That in that cafe it might, and he apprehends it would be 
greatly. extended, .a~ the E:ng/ijh Colonies conti~uous to ~ho(e 
CountrIes are prodlglOufiy merea[ed of late; and the Continent 
ibm up by this exclufive Trade is very extenfive, and abounds to 
the Northward, efpecially with heavy Commodities, fuch as Deer 
and Elks Skins, Whalebone, Oil, and the like; which, from theit 
Difiance from the Company's Faaories, the Indians are inc'apa-
ble of tranfporring in their fmall Craft.. .' .~ ~ 

That many more Ships would in that cafe beJent, aml wot:t1d 
penetrate inco the Continent; and confequently bring more 
People down to trade: And this is confirmed by the Expe­
Tience of tbe Guiney Trade, which, when confined to a Company, 
employed not above Ten Ships, and now employs One' hul'ldreq 
and Fifty; that Forts or Truck-houfes are neceffary to be built ; 
but they are ereCted and fupporced at a very eafy Expence, being 
nothing more than cutting down Trees, hewing them {quare, :and 
dovetailing them at the Corners; which, being Mufquet-proof, are 
:;l [ufficienc Defence againft the Indians; and as the Witnefs ap­
prehends, one of them might be built at the Expenee of Tw-enry 
Pounds; which Eftimate he forms from what he has [een many 
times in New-England, where there are feveral Fons of that Kind; 
that he does nor know whether there are Trees [ufficient for this 
Purpofe in all the Countries adjoining to Hudjon's Bay; nor does 
he fpeak as to any particular Place; for, if the Trade was opened, 
all Parts. would be tried; that the People would build for themfelves, 
and the Merchants would embark in the Trade; thar the Witnefs 
him{elf would for one; and in that cafe a greater ~antity- of 
pur ManufaCtories would be exported, which would probably 
.produce a great Return. 

That this would be a Means of regaining Part of the Trade 
from the French,. fince by this means the Englijh might [upply 
that Trade cheaper (han the French can, who are obliged to fend 
their Goods to Canada; and the Freight there, and their being 
obliged to carry back their Goods to the Indians, enhances the 
Price, whereas our Goods might be carried direCtly into_ the Bay; 
that the Notions of [he Witne{s of this Trade are no~ founded on. 
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Experienc~, having never been concerned ip it, butXome Part. of 
them colleCted from Maps and Books, but much. more ~o~nded 
on ~onv:erfation in the World, and the general NotlOn dfl hmgs. 
. And being" defited to acquaint the Com~ittee, What Steps he 
would take in cafe the Trade {hould be laid 'open, and he was to 
embark in 'it? . he fai~r, He £bould endeavour t6 carry it on to the 
beft Advamage; that in .all Probability at the firft Outfet a Num­
ber pf P.erfons might be concerned in one Ship, which o~ght.£O 
be' mann' d with a fufficiem Number of Hands, and hkewlfe 
Tra-defmen, who might lie 'on board till they had built Log:'" 
houfes,.where People might refide, and trade with the Natives; 
that this muft be carried on by a joint Stock; ,that· is, by feveral 
Owners being concerned in one Ship, in the fame manner the 
greateft Part of Trade is now carried on; that he does not ima­
gineAdventurers would fuffer others to make ufe of their Block­
houfe or Warehoufe, fince it would be necdfary, (hat everyone 
£h6uld have a Warehoufe .to therhfelves; but it might be worth 
w4ile (0 pay for theUfe of a Block-houfe to the refpeCtive Pro­
prietors thereof; but as the Cpumry is fo extenfive, thofe Ware­
houfes might. be erected at fuch a Diil:ance from each other, as 
not to interfere. 

That each would. endeavour to ereCt their FaCtory in the beft 
Place for Trade; but he does not believe, that fo many Ships 
would go, as to caufe any great Alteration in the Price of Furs; 
that he does not doubt but it might raife the Price; and that the 
Cafe of the Guiney Trade is exaCtly fimilar, where the Ships lie 
near one another, and each endeavours to get [he Trade; and the 
more Ships lie there, the higher the Price of Negroes; ,that the 
ObjeCtion of raifing the Price was urged at the time when the 
Guiney Trade was laid open; and though it might advance the 
Frice.for a time; that "would encourage the Indians to bring down 
more Goods, which muD: naturally reduce the ,Price. 

Being asked, Whether the Srnalnefs of this Trade is to be at­
tributed to the Difficulty of getting Skins, or bringing them to 
Market? he faid, He fuppofed there was Difficulty in both. . 
. And being further asked, If t?e Difficulty was only in bring­
mg Goods to Market, whether m that Cafe the Indians would' 
bring down Twenty Skins when they could have [he fame Goods 
for Ten? he faid, He thought they would be more diligent, and 
other Nations would be difcovered; and that People would go 
much higher up into the Country than at prefent. . 

That he does not know,. whether 'cis the Intereft of the pre­
~ent Company to extend rheir Trade to the utmoil:, having been 
mformed) that they get a Profit of 1000 or 2000 per Cent. ill 

which 
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which Cafe it may be their Interel1 to confine their Trade within 
a fmall Compafs; that he does not know whether their Trade 
has been increafed for thefe Thirty Years laft paft ; but by Report 
'tis much the fame; but he has been furprifed anhe fmall ~an­
thy of their Exports; for he knows fome fingle Traders who ex­
port Ten times as much as the whole Company. . 

And being asked, Whether it would be for the Advantage of 
tbe Company to fend 1000 I. worth of Goods, when they might: 
have the fame Number of Skins for 500 I. worth? he [aid, The 
QQe!Eon anfwers iUdf; for with refpe8: to the Balance of Trade 
it would be difadvantageous; but it would be an Advantage to 
our Manufa8:urers ; but that if they were to purchafe the Goods 
for half the ManUfaCtures, and throw the other Half into the 
Sea, it would be the fame thing. 

That he believes,that, if the Trade was opened, it would increafe 
both the Expons and Imports; which he thinks has always been 
the Cafe, when any Trade has been laid open; that private Per­
fons can, and always do, carryon Trade both cheaper and better 
than Companies; but where large Forts and Garifons are to be 
rnainrained, in that Cafe perhaps Companies are neceffary; but in 
the Trade in Quefcion there is Occafion for no more than little 
FaCtories, one of which a Ship's Company would raife in aWeek. 

And being asked [he Queftion, he faid, That he was a Sub~ 
fcriber to the Undertaking for finding out a North-weft Paffage ; 
which Undertaking was dropp'd for want of Money; that he 
C'1ould not chufe to fubfcribe again upon the [arne Terms; that 
he cannot pretend to fay whether there is fuch a Paffage or not, 
or whether, if found, it could be ever rendered ufeful [0 Navi­
gatlOn. 

That Opinions are different as to the Degrees of Longitude 
yet undifcovered; and fome People make falfe Calculations as [0 

the Extent of a Degree, in fo high a Northern Latitude: Bm he 
apprehends/that the opening the Trade isthe moft probable Me:­
thod of finding it, if there is any fuch Paffage, finee in that 

. Cafe the People, by fettling and converfing among the Natives, 
will be furnifhed with the moa probable Method of doing it, at 
the fame tirr:e that they were carrying on the Trade. 

Mr. John Hanbury, Merchant of London, being examined, [aid, 
The Trade to Hudfon's Bay might be extended and increafed; that 
he thinks it might, fince Forts of Strength are not neceffary to re­

. ftrain the Indians, an Houfe inclofed, in the Nature of a Fa8:ory, 
being fufficient for that Purpofe, which, in the Opinion of th~ 
Wienefs, would not coft above Twenrypounds; that Ten or 
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Twenty People would be fufficient to winter there in time of 
Peace, as FaCtors or Store-keepers; but in time of War a greater 
Number would be necefTary; and if the Trade was opened, in 
the Opinion of the Witnefs, the Mer.chants of . London Vf?uld. en­
gage in it; that he firfr thought of thls merely In a publIc Vlew, 
being furprifed at the great Difproportion between the Exports ofehe 
. Company and their Sales, the former not amounting to more than 
Four or Five thoufand Pounds a Year, and the latter amounting to 
Thirty or Forcy thoufand Pounds annually;' that he did not ima­
gine this to afife from the Smalnefs of the Capital, but from the 

. high Price fet upon the Company's Goods; whic_h he looked upon 
. as a Difcouragement to the Indians to hunt; for that the Indians 
in the Southern Colonies are like other People, fame more indu­
ftrious than others; but, in general, if you'll buy their Deer, they 
will bdng them to Market; by which means they furniili them­
felves in Southern Colonies with Neceffaries. 

That the Merchants being willing to fend Ships is no Proof, 
that the Trade could be increafed; but 'tis an undoubted one, that 
'cis their Opinion it may; but if it was certain the Company's 
Trade could not be increafed, the Merchants would be glad to . 
have a Share of it, and would have no regard to the Company. 

That if the Trade was opened for Two or Three Years, and the 
Merchants iliould not fucceed" ·he does not apprehend that would 
deil:roytheTrade; for if by hurting the Company the Trade 
{bould be totally loil:, 'twere much better for the Public that the 
Trade iliould remain in the Company's Hands, fince a fmall Pro­
fit is better than none: But 'tis the Opinion of the Witnefs, That 
in that cafe the Merchants would fucceed, fince the opening the 
Trade to fo great a Part of the World mufr be a great Advan~ 
tage to a People who want room for Trade; and a little Matter 
won't di[courage Merchants in fuch an Undertaking, who have 
frequently traded to Lofs; and that the Wienefs himfe1f would 
engage in this Attempt. 

That he apprehends, that if the Trade was open, the Company 
could not fubfifr; and 'tis better as it is than to open the Trade, if 
by that means the Company 1hould be deil:royed, and another Na­
tion fet up a ,Company there: But if the feparate Traders were 
at Liberty to try, and did not fucceed in Two or Three Years, lln­
doubtedly the Profits of fo beneficial a Trade would induce the 
Company again to engage in it; that this Intermiffion of Trade 
would. u~doubtedl:y hUr[ the Company, whom he lhould be forry 
to preJu<hce; but If he had a Brother in the Company he iliould 
think and fpeak in the fame manner that he then did; and 'tis his 
Opinion) that feparate Traders would enlarge the Trade, becau[e 

the 
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the French giving a greater Price than us, throws the Trade to 
them. 

That he does not know the French ever trade to HudJon's Bay; 
nor is he acquainted with the different Sorts of Furs brought from 
thence, and from Canada. 

That he looks upon the laying open the Trade to be the moft 
probable Means of difcbvering a North-weft Paffage, which can 
be done by no other means than fetding Colonies there; which 
.he apprehends might be done, fince he don't think the Climate 
worfe than Scotland, or at leaf!: than Sweden' and Norway. 

And being asked, If the Climates in the fame Latitudes are 
not very different in Europe, and America ?he faid, That depends 
upon the Winds; 'tis hotter in Summer, and colder in Winter, in 
the fame Latitude; and he has been told, that 'cis as hot in Vir­
ginia as at Gibraltar. 

Mr. John Hardman, Merchant of Liverpoole, faid, That he wa~ 
of Opinion the Trade to Hudjon's Bay might be extended and in­
.creafed to the Benefit of the Nation, if it was laid open; fince 
no defenfible Forts are neceiIary, but fuch onl y as are Proof "againft 
fmall Arms, which at the fame time would anfwer the Purpofe 
of Warehoufes. 

That he is certain the Merchants of Liverpoole would in that 
cafe engage in it, having Letters from them to that Purpofe; and 
as the South Part of the Bay lies near ff<yebec, great Part of the 
'Trade to Canada might, with proper Encouragement, be brought 
to this Side: That from the Company's Standard the Witnefs ap­
prehends they don't give proper Encouragement, fince 'tis plain a 
greater Price would encourage the Indians to kill more; and if 
the Trade was opened, other Rivers and Lakes would be difco­
vered; and the Wimefs apprehends this is the moft proper Me­
Jhod of finding out a North-weft Paffage, fince the feparate 
Traders mufi-, in the Courfe of their Trade, make new Difco-
venes. 

That the Difcoveries made by Middleton, and the Dobbs, and 
Callifornia, are mueh greater than ever the Company made; but 
the ill Succefs and great Expenee which attended thofe Attempts, 
will difcourage other Adventurers; and the only Method which 
remains is by fetding People in different Places. 
. That the feparate Traders would, as the Witnefs imagines, 
build Factories, and carryon the Trade, at lefs Expenee than the 
Company; that they muft leave People to fettle there, and would 
probably carryover in their firft Ship Twenty Hands more than 
was neceifary (0 navigate her for that Purpo[e. 

That 
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That perhaps they might not fucceed the firft 'or fecond: time-) 
but would certainly fucceed at laft. 

Thin their BuGnefs would be in the firft place to find proper 
Places of Trade, which he believes would be where the Company 
now trade; where they would continue to trade as long as they 
found it benefichl; but they would foon find it nece1Tary to extend 
themfelves farther, from the Number of People which would en­
ter on the Trade; and this they would certainly do: That they 
would procure [he Indians to trade with them, by giving a higher 
Price for their· Goods than the Company do. . . 

That tll e lndiam want Goods of various Sorts, fuch as Woolen 
and Iron ManufaCture~, GullS, and Powder. 

And being asked, Whether the Indians would be prevailed upon 
to kill more Beafts thaQ to purchafe Necefliuies for themfelves for 
a Year? he faid, He did not doubt but they would, in order to 
difpofe of them to their Neighbours; t4at at prefent perhaps--, if 
they were to kill Furs enough to fupply them with Neceffaries 
for Two Years, they would not come down to trade; but if they 
were once made fenfible of the Conveniency of having fome Pro­
perty, they would then deGre to carryon a Trade) and fupp'ly their 
Neighbours; for that theWitnefs did not apprehend, that all the 
Indian Nations came down to trade; that this Norion of Property 
would increafe; though it would not increafe their real Neceffi­
ties, yet it would furnifh them with imaginary Wants ; that if One 
Man, for Example, was t() bring down the Furs caught by Te~, 
he would doubtlefs have fome Reward for his Labour; that Re .. 
ward would be a further Encouragement co u!1dercake frill more; 
his Neceffities and Defires would increafe in proportion to his 
Property; and ifhe was able, he would bring down Twenty Peo,.. 
pIes Goods the next time, in order to increafe his Profits. 

That -in cafe the Trade was laid open, the Wimefs appre­
hended every trading Town would build their particular Facto­
ries, or Houfes to trade t6; that Block-houfes, without Fortifi­
cations, are fufficiem for that Purpofe, as they are Proof againft 
fmall Shot~ and have Baftions at each Corner which flank them; 
thin if the Company were not divefied of the Property of thei-r 
prefent Settlements, the feparate Traders would go to other 
Places. 

That he apprehends the Indians to be very numerous; for they 
were [0 at the Back ·of Virginia and Maryland Twenty Years ago; 
and he does not apprehend their Numbers are decreafed fince. 

That the opening the Trade would be a means of further ex­
tending the Fur Trade, which he believes i's'increafed within 
thefe Twenty Years; that proper Perfons muft be confulted} as 

to 
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to the mof\: convenient Places for' Trade; but if the Trade was 
extended, it would doubtlefs engage the Indians, who at prefent 
trade with the French, to trade with the EngliJh. . 

That an Increa[e of Exports and Imports would be a double 
Advantage to the Nation, flnce fome of the Imports are exported, 
and others manufaCtured in this Kingdom;. and the Cheapnefs 
of them would encourage the Manufa~urers; and that the In­
efea[e of Exports, which are likewife the Manufactures of this 
Kingdom, would have the fame Effect.; that he apprehended it 
would be worth the while of the Merchants to engage, though 
the Price of the Imports were reduced, which would encourage 
our own Manufactures, and create a greater Exportation of thefe 
Goods; for they have complained in RZfiJia, that if they could 
have got t4em at any Rate, they could have difpofed of any 
~antity.. . 

That he b~lieves the .. Company fell their Goods by Auction, at 
public ~ales.. . 

. Apdbeing asked, Whether, though'tis an Advantage to the 
Merchants to)ncreafe the Imports, it might not be to the Ad­
vantage of a partiCular Merchant, to fend a fmall Cargo? he faid, 
that if, he the Wienefs eould get as much by fending Five thoufand 
Pounds, as Eight or Ten, he ihould cer'tainly chufe thefmaller 
Sum, the Rifque being lefs, and he could fec his own Price upo~ 
the Commodities. 

Mr. William WanJey, Merchant of Briflol" being examined to I 

the fame Particulars as the laft Wienefs; faid, that in his Opi­
nion, in cafe the Trade was laid open, the Merchants of l3rijlol 
would become Adventurers. 

That he appq:hended, from all the Accounts, that defenfible 
Forts are not neceffary in thofe Countries, the Natives being an 
inoffenfive People, and willing to trade. ' 

That they carryon a Trade in Africa with People much 
more favage, without any other Protection than HouCes or Facto. 
ries" which ferve for Defence againft the Natives: And in cafe 
the French ihould attempt to intercept their Trade, it would be 
eaCy. for the Merc?ants, by ~ftablj£hing ~olonies" to engage the 
Indtans to trade WIth. them, IOfiead of gomg to a greater Diftance 
to trade with the French:' That the Witnefs has been told the 
French draw the Indians from Hudfln's Bay.; and, in his' Opi­
nion, the erea:i~g Settlements up in the _ Country, would be the 
moft proper Method to increafe the Trade j that this appears to 
be the mofi eligible Method of . finding out the North-weft PaC­
[age; fince, if Colo-nies were [ettled there, the Greatnefs of the 
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Reward would be a fufficient Inducement to excite their utmod 
'End~a vours ; and the Conye~iency of the Situation.' wQuld fur­
'niih them with mpft .probable Means of Succefs; that the Wit­
.nefs himfelf would be very willing .to rifque Two or Three hun­
dred 'P~unds in an U ndena.king of this ~ind, as well wit,h a View 
'tp the E?,cenfiop pf the Trade, as to the furthering the afore-
{aid Difcovery. ..' . 

That he 'does not apprehend, that defenfible Forts, with Cannon, 
are nece~ary; bu~ in caf~they were, he does not think that the 
~xpe~c~.()f the,m. would be aCo?fid~ration fufficient t04eter the 
Merchants of B.riJlo/ from engagmg III fuch an Undertaking, who 
are an adventurous Body of Men, and in great Want·of forne 
newChanels of Trade~ efpecially for their Woolen ManufaCtures; 
alldtheWitnefs apprehends, that, even in, that cafe, the Profits­
would .. be more than fufficient to anfwer the Expenee .. 

And beiflg~skedJ Whether he thinks the Company would have 
been a t the Expence of erecting defenfible Forts, if they had not 
judged them necelfary?' he faid, He apprehended thofe Forts 
were erected in ~he Infancy of the Undertaking, before they 
were acquainted with the Te~per and Difpofition of the Na­
tives. 
, That he don't think it to be the Intereft of the Company to 
extend the Trade; but that, if the Trade was opened, it would 
doubtlefs be carried on to the beft Advantage; that he conceives, 
the Company carry em the Trade to the beft Advantage for them­
felves; ,but the National Interea, and> that, of the Company, is 
not the fame; and if the Trade was opened, and.a new Set of 
Adventurers to undertake it, they would, in that cafe, confule 
the-ir own Imereft preferable to that of the Public, but the Pub­
lic would be benefite~ by the Increafe of Trade. 
. Tha~, in cafe of an open Trade, there is not that Opportunity 
of confulting private Intereft, as where a Company is concerned: 
That the Witnefs has been told their Profits are exorbitant; and 
that the (eparate Traders would be content with one ~arter of 
them: Ancl 'tis a Maxim in Trade,that a large ~ntity of 
Goods brought to Market reduces the Price. 

That the Witnefs apprehends, that if the Trade was laid, open, 
the fira Step to be taken by the Adventurers would be to ereCt 
Places of fufficient Defence againfl: the Natives, or wild Beafis, 
which would ferve for Houfes of Trade, or Factories; but they 
would chufe to erect, at proper Diftances from the Company~s 
prefen~ FaCtories, there being Room enough for that Purpoft:, 
the Wltnefs being informed thofe Factories are Five hundred 
Miles allinder. 

That 



· That if they had Liberty given f{)r that PurpnfeJ they 1hou.ld 
chure perhaps, atfirfi, ,to trade where the Company at prefent 
do; that he has ·b~en told, th~ Company's Dominions are une 

limited; and that [hey have Four Forts, One at Churchill, One 
at Albany, One at Moofl Ri'l.Jer, and Tork Fort; ahd fome little 
trading Places up the Rivers, particularly at Albany; that the 
Witne[s never he·ard of aBY Fons near Labaradoro, nor, of any 
Trade carried on there; that he has likewife been informed of 
certain Mines; but don't. know where they are; that thefe Par .. 
ticuhlfS he only has from Information: But there is no Part of 
North America but is capable of Improvement;, and 'tis natural 
to conclude, that [he feparare Traders would improve thofe Parts 
which are diftant from the Company's prefenc Settlements; and 
that the Witnefs ihould be willing to rifque Part of his Fortune 
in fuch an UnJertaking. 

That he has been told a Whale-Fiihery might be carried on ; 
and a great many People of Fortune would engage in it: And 
the Witnefs don't apprehend, that a Trade carried on in Labara­
dore, could interfere with the Company's Trade, which is car~ 
fied on, at a very great Diftance, on the Wefiern Shore. 

Mr. Cockran, Provoft of Gla:fkow, being examined, faid, 
That in his Opinion, if the Trade to FludJon's Bay was laid open, 
itmight be extended, and encreafed, to the Benefit of the Nation. 

That he does not apprehend, from the Information he has 
had, that Forts would be neceffary, but only Block-houfes, and 
Magazines, the Indians being a peaceable People; that the Mer­
chams of Glajgo'U1, and feveral other Places of Scotland, particu­
larly the Frith of Forth, Aberdeen, and Dundee, would be r~ady to 
engage in it. 

That when he fidl: heard of this Inquiry, he wrote to the 
Merchants of GlaJkow, and particularly to the Perfon at the 
Head of that Body, who is called the Dean of Guild ; and had 
for Anfwer, That they approved of opening the Trade; and if 
the Parliament would pleafe to open it, it would anfwer very· 
well, and they would certainly embark in it; that he can't pre­
tend to fay, how it would operate upon the French Trade at 
Canada; but is fatisfied the Glajgow Merchants would engage in 
the Undertaking, they having often embarked in much more 
uncertain Enterprizes: That he can't fay that he has formed any 
general Plan or Scheme of this Undertaking; but apprehends it 
would beneceffary to have Settlements on the Land, and Ser­
Vants there, to trade with thelndians ; and that the Ships ought to 
be difpatched foon in the Summer; that he does not know the 
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Expenee of erecting one ofthofe Block-houfes; but he believes it 
not to be very great, (inee 'tis a woodyCoumry; and the Build­
iflg might be finllhed by the Ship's Crew, taking out only an ex­
traordinary Carpenter: . And that if the ~erehants of Glajg()w had 
Reafon to believe they could have their Ships loaded in Hudfin's. 
Bay with Oil and Whalebone, though they were not permitted 
to deal in Furs, he thinks they would trade there; but is not ac­
quainted, whether Ships could obtain a -Freight of thofe Com­
-modities in that Place, nbt knowing any Mariners ,of Glajgr;w, 
who have been in the Company's Service. . 
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A p p E N D I x. 
NUMBER It) 

Hi! MajeJIy's Royal Charter to . the Go~ 
7Jcrnor and Company of Hu D SON'S 

BA Y. 

C HARLES the II. by the Grace of God, King of Eng­
land, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, &c. to all to whom thefe Prefents {hall come, 

greeting: Whereas Our dear inti rely beloved Coufin, 'Prince 
Rupert Count Palatine of the Rhine, Duke of Bavaria and 
Cumberland, &c. George Duke of Albemarle, William Earl of 
Cravenl Henry Lord Arlington, Anthony Lord Ajhley~ Sir Johl: 
Robinjon, and Sir Robert l7yner, Knights and Baronets, Sir Peter 
Colleton, Baronet, Sir Edward Hungerford, Knight of the Bath, 
Sir Paul Neele, Sir John GrijJith, Sir Philip Carteret, and Sir 
james Hayes, Knights, John Kirke, Frands Millington, Wil­
liam Prettyman, John Fenn, Efquires, and John Portman, Citi­
zen and Goldfmith of London, have, at their own great Coll: 
and Charges, undertaken an Expedition for Hudfln's Bay in the 
North-weft Parts of America, for the Difcovery of a new PatTage 
into the South-Sea, and for the finding of fome Trade for Furs, 
Minerals, and other confiderable Commodities; and by {uch their 
Undertaking have already made {uch Di{coveries as do encou­
rage them to proceed farther in Pur{uance of their faid Defign, 
by means whereof there may probably arife great Advantage to 
Us and Our Kingdoms: 

anlJ 1lllJcrea~ the faid Undertakers, for their further Encou­
ragement in the [aid Defign, have humbly befought Us to incor­

aporate 
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porate them, and grant unto them, and their SucceiTors, the 
whole Trade -and,(2ommerce of all thofe Seas, Streights, and 
Bays Rivers, Lakes, Creeks, and Sounds, in whatfoever Lati­
tUde'they {hall be, that lie within the Entrance of the Streights 
commonly called HUt!fon's Streights, together with aU the Lands~ 
Countries, and Territories, upon the Coafts and Confines of the 
Seas, Streights; Bays, Lakes, Rivers, Creeks, and Sounds, afore­
[aid, which-are not now ataually po1Teffed by any of OUf Sub~ 
jeCts, or by the Subjects of any other Chrifl:ian Prince or State : 

;00\\1 ItUOUl re, That We, being defirous to promote all En­
deavours that may tend to j~~ .publick .Good of Our People, and 
to encourage the faid Dndertaking, have, of Our efpecial Gracej! 
certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, given, granted, ratified, 
and confirmed, and by thefe Prefents for Us, ,our Heirs and Suc­
ceifors,do give-;. grant, 'ra:tifYl and confirm,: unto Our faid Cou­
flii~Prince. ~tfpert, George J?uke of Albemarle, William Earl of 
Craven, H~hryLord ArNngt.on, Anthony Lord Afoley, Sir John 
Robirljon, Sir Robert Vyner, Sir Peter Coileton, Sir Edward Hun ... 
gerford, Sir Paul Nee/e, Sir John Grijjith, Sir Philip Carteret, 
and Sir James Hayes, John Kirke, Francis M£llington, Wz'lliam 
Prettym01z, John Fenn,and John Portman, that they, and fuch 
others as {hall beadmi1ted into the [aid SQcietras is ~ereafter ex­
preifed,. ihall be one Body Corporate and Pohuque, m Deed and 
in Name, by the Name of The Governor and Company of Adven­
turers oj England trading'Z'nto Hudfon's Bay; and them by the 
Name of'I'he Governor and Company of Adventurers oj' England, 
trading into Hudfln's Bay, one Body Corporate and Politique, in 
Deed and in Name, really and fully for ever, for Us, Our Heirs, 
and Succeifors, We do make, ordain, confiitute, el1abliih, con­
,6rm, and declare, by thefe Pre[ents; and that by the fame Name 
of Governor and Company if Adventurers of England, trading 
-into Hu4fim's Bay, they fhall have perpetual 8ucceffion; and that 
they, and their Succeifors, by the Name of Governor and Com­
pOlzyrif Adv,enturers of England, trading into Hueffon's Bay, be, 
and at all tImes hereafter ihal~ be, perfonab!e. and capable in 
Law to have, purchafe, receIve, pOlle[s, enJOY, and retain 
Lands, Rents, Privileges, Liberties, ]nrifdittioD, Franchifes and 
Hereditaments, of what Kind, Nature, or Q.lality foever'thetr 
be, to them,. and their Succeifors; and alfo to give, grant, alier:Jj 
affign and dlfpofe Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, and 
to do, execute all and fingular other Things by the fame Name 
that to them iliall or may appertain to do· and that they 
and their Succeffors, by the Name?f T.he Go~ernor and Compa~ 
?:Iy 9j Adwnturers ~f E'!lgland~ tradmg mto Hudfills Ba,v, rna, 
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plead and be impleaded, anfwer and be anfwered, defend and 
be defended, in whatfoever Courts and Places, 'before whatfoever 
Judges and Jufiices, and other Perfons and Officers, in all or fin~ 
gular Actions, Pleas, Suits, ~rrels) and Demands whatfoever» 
of whatfoever Kind, Nature, or Sort, in fuch Manner and 
Form as any other Our Liege People of this Our Realm of Eng­
land, being Perfons able and capable in Law, mayor can have, 
purchafe, receive, poffefs, enjoy, retain, give, grant, demife, 
alien, affign, difpofe, pleaq, defend, and to be defended, dol' 
permit, and execute; and that the {aid Governor and Company 
. .AdventurerJ of England,trading into Hudfln's Bay, and their 
Succeffors, may have a common Seal to ferve for all the Caufes 
and Bufineo.es of them, and their Succeffors; and that it thall and 
may be lawful to the faid Governor and Company, and their 
Succeffors, the fame Seal from time to time, at their Will and 
Plea[ure, to break, change, and to make anew, or alter, as to 
them {ball [eem expedient. 

gUll fartlJerlltO~e, We will, and by thefe Prefents for Us; 
Our Heirs and Succeffors, We do ordain, that there ihall be 
from henceforth one of the fame Company to be eleCted and ap­
pointed in [uch Form as hereafter in thefe Prefents is expretred, 
which {ball be called The Governor of the laid Company. 

anll that the faid Governor and Company ihall and may elect 
Seven of their Number in fuch Form as hereafter in thefe Prefents 
is exprefTed, which ihall be called'Ihe Committee of the laid Com­
pany, which Committee of Seven, or any Three of them, together 
with the Governor or Deputy-Governor of the faid Company for 
the Time being, ihall have the DireCtion of the Voyages of and for 
the faid Company, and the Provifion of the Shipping and Mer­
chandizes thereunto belonging, and alfo the Sale of all Mer­
chandizes, Goods, and other Things returned, in all or any the 
Voyges or Ships of or for the [aid Company, and the managing 
and handling of all other Bufinefs, Affairs, and Things, belong~ 
ing to the faid Company. And We will, ordain, and grant, by 
thefe Pre[ents, for Us, Our Heirs, and SuccefTors, unto the faid 
Governor and Company, and their SuccefTors, that they the faid 
Governor and Company, and their Succeffors, ihall from hence­
forth for ever be ruled, ordered, and governed, according to fuch 
Manner and Form as is hereafter in thefe Prefents exprefTed, and 
not otherwife: And that they {hall have, hold, retain, and en­
joy, the Grants, Liberties, Privileges, JurifdiCtions, and Immu­
llities, only hereafter in thefe Prefents granted and expreffed, 
and no other. And for the better Execution of Our Will and 
Grant in this Behalf, We have affigned, nominated, confiituted~ 

and 
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and appointed, by thefe Prefents, for Us,. Our Heirs and Succef­
fors, and we do affign, nominate, confhtute, and make, OUf 

faid Coufin Prince Rupert to be the Brit and prefent Governor 
oJ the faid Company, and to continue in the faid Office from the 
Date of thefe Ptefents until the 10th November then next follow­
ing if he the faid Prince Rupert iliall fo long live, and fo until 
a n~w Governor be chofen by the faid Company in Form here­
after expreffed. And alfo We have affigned, n?minated, and ap .. 
pointed, and by thefe Prefents, for Us, Our HeIrs and Succeifors, 
We do affign, nomin'ate, and conllitute, the faid Sir John Ro­
birifon, Sir Robert Vyner, Sir Peter 'Colleton, Sir James Hayes, 
John Kirke, Francis Millington, and John Portman, to be the 
Seven firfi: and prefent Committees of the faid Company, from 
the Date of thefe Prefen ts until the faid loth of November then 
alfo next following, and fo until' new Committees lhall be chofen 
in Form hereafter expreffed. ' . 

anb fartlJer, We will and grant by thefe Prefents, for Us, 
Our Heirs and Succeifors, unto the {aid Governor, and their Suc­
ceifors, that it thall and may be lawflll to and for the faid Go­
vernor and Company for the Time being, or the greater Part of 
them prcten t at any pu blic~ Affem bly commonly called, The Court 
General to be holden for the flid Company, the Governor of the 
faid Company being always one, from time to time to eleCt, no­
minate, and appoint one of the faid Company to be Deputy to 
the faid Governor; which Deputy iliall take a corporal Oath, 
before the Governor and Three more of the Committee of the 
faid Company for the Time being, well, truly, and faithfully 
to execute his faid Office of Deputy to the Governor of the faid 
Company; . and after his Oath fo taken, iliall and may from time 
'to time, in the Abfence of the {aid Governor, exercife and exe­
clite the Office of Governor of the faid Company, in fuch Sort 
as the {aid Governor ought to do. 

anti fartlJer, We will and grant by thefe Prefents, for Us' 
OUf Heirs and Succeffors, unto, th~ faid Governor and Compan; 
of Adventurers of England tradmg mto Hudfin's Bay, and their 
Succeffors, that they, Of the greater Part of them, whereof the 
Governor for the Time being, or his Deputy, to be one, from 
time to time, and at all times hereafter, {ball and may have 
Authority and Power, yearly and every Year, between the firit 
and la~ Day of November, to affemble and meet together in (orne 
convement Place, to be appointed from time to time by the Go­
vernor) or in his Abfence by the Deputy of the (aid Governor 
and the faid, Company for the Time being, and the greater Par~ 
of them whIch then ihall happen to be prefent) whereof the Go-

vernor 
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-vernor of the faid Company, or his Deputy for the Time being 
t-o be one, to ele¢} and nominate one of the {aid Company) which 
1hall be Governor of the {aid Company fot One whole Year, then 
next following, which Perron being {o elected and nominated to 
be Governor of the {aid ~ompany, as is aforefaid, before he 
be admitted to the Execution of the {aid Office, ihall take a 
corporal Oath before the laft Governor, being his Ptedeceifor, or 
his Deputy, and any Three or more of the Committee of the {aid 
Company, for the Time being, that he ihall from time to time 
well and trulyexect,lte the Office of Governor of the {aid Com .. 
pany, in all Things concerning the {arne; and that immediately 
after the {arne Oath fo taken, he ihal1 and may execute and ufe 
the {aid office of Governor of the (aid Company, for One whole 
Year from thence next following. 

gni) iu liItt ~o~t, We will and grant, That as well every 
one of the above-named to be of the faid Company or Fellow­
iliip, as all others hereafter to be be admitted, or free of the {aid 
Company, .£hall take a corporal Oath before the Governor of the 
faidCompany, or hjs Deputy, for the Time being, to fuch EffeB: as 
by the {aid Governor and Company, or the greater Part of them, in 
any publick Court to be held for the {aid Company, .£hall be irr 
reafonable and legal Manner fet down and devifed, before they 
than be allowed or admitted to trade or traffick as a Freeman of 
the (aid Company. aUi) fattlJer~ We will and grant, by there 
Prefents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeifors, unto the {aid Go­
vernor and Company, and their Succeifors, That the {aid Go­
vernor, or Deputy-Governor, and the reft of the {aid Company, 
and their Succeifors, for the Time being, or the greater Part of 
them, whereof the Governor, or Deputy-Governor, frem time 
to time to be one, .£hall and may from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter, have Power and Authority yearly, and every 
Year, between the firft and lail Day of November, to aifemble 
and meet together in {orne convenient Place, from time to time 
to be appointed by the {aid Governor, or, in his Abfence, by his 
Deputy; and that they being {o aifembled, it {hall and may be 
lawful to and for the {aid Governor, and his Deputy, and the 
Company for the Time being, or the greater Part of them, which 
then .£hall happen to be pre{ent, whereof the Governor of the 
{aid Company, or his Deputy, for the Time being, to be one, to 
eleB: and nominate Seven of the {aid Company, which iliall be a 
Committee of the {aid Company, as afore{aid, before they be ad­
mitted to the Execution of their Office, ihall take a corporal 
Oath, before the Governor, or his Deputy, and any Three or 
more of the {aid Committee of the {aid Company, being the 18ft 

b Prede-
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Predeceirors that they· and-every'· of them, {hall welIand fal~ ., , 
fully perform their faid- Office' 'of Committees in all:!~gs can .. 
cerning the fame; and that, immedia-tely after t~e. f~1(t Oata [0) 
taken, they ilial1 aIid may execut'e and ufe vheir faa.d- Office eli 
Committees of the faid' Company, for One whole. Yea1I 1irOJlQ 

thence next fonowing. . 
aUi) mo~eolltr, Our Will' and Pleafure is=; and by' thefe Pre::.. 

rents, for Us,. Our Heirs and- Succeffors:, We do grant nnt-€> the 
faid Gover!10r and Company, and tneii" Sl:lcceffors:, that whell;' 
and as often as it iliallhappen, the Governer Of Deputyr-Gover­
nor. of the faid Company,. for the Time being, at anyTime 
within One Year after that he fuaU be nominated, eleCted; a:md 
{worn to the Office of the Governor of the fa:id Company, as is 
aforefa:id, to die, or ~o be removed from faid Office, which 
Governor, or Deputy-Governor, not demeaning hiinfelf wen in 
his faid Office, We wilt to be remove able at the Pleafure of the 
reO: of the [aid Company, or the greater Part of them which ihaU 
be prefent at their publick Atremblies,. commonly called, '1 hez'r 
General Courts holden fir the jaid Company, then it ihaH, -and 
{a. often may, be IawfiJl to and for the Redftdue of the {aid 
Company, for the Time being, or the greater Part of them, wthiu 
a convenient Time after the Death. or Removing of any fuch Go­
vernor or Deputy-Governor~ to affemble themfe1ves in fuch 
convenient Place' as they lhallthink fit, for· the Eleetion of the 
Governor or Deputy-Governor of faid Company; and. that 
the faid Company; or the greater Part of them, being then and 
there prefent,. ilialland Ihay then and there, before their De­
parture from the faid Place, elect and nominate one other of the 
[aid Company to be Governor or Deputy-Governor for the [aid 
Company in the Place or Stead of him that fo died, or was re­
moved; which Perfon being fo elected and nominated to the 
Office of Governor or Deputy-Governor of the {aid Company~ 
;{hall have;: and exercife the faid Office for and during the Re­
fidue of the faid Year, taking firft a corporal Oath, as is afore­
fa.id, for the due Execu tion thereof; and this to be done from 
time to time: fo often as the Cafe !hall fa require .. · 

aun aUo, Our Will and Pleafure . is, and by thefe Prefents, 
for Us, Our ?eris and Succeifors, We do grant unto the [aid 
Governor and Company, that when, and as often as it !hall hap­
pen any Perfon or Perfons of the Committee of the faid Com,.. 
pany, for the Time being, at 'any Time within OJ'le Year next 
after that they, or. any of them~ iliall be nominated, elected, and 
Jworn to the Office of Committee of the faid Company,_ as is 
aforefaid, to die, or to be removed from the faid Office which 
Committee not demeaning themfelves well in their [aid' Office~ 

We 
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w ~ will tp be removeable at th~ Plea(ure of the (aid Governor 
and Compa,ny, or the. greate;r Part of them, whereof-the Ga.vern­
or of the faid Company, for tbe Time being,. or his Deputy" 
to be one; that then, and, fo-often, it than and. m~y be lawful 
to and for the faid Governor, anli tl~e refl? of the Company), · 
fOJ the Time being, or the greate~ Part of them, whereof the 
GO'vernor f.or the Time being, or his Deputy, t:o be one., within 
'COIavenient Time after the De;atl) or Removing of any of'the faid 
Commjttees) to aITemble themrelv~s in fuch convenient Place as is 
or {haH be ufual' and\ al=cuitom,ed' for tl)e ~leaion of the Govefn­
mof the [aid Company, Or wh~reel[e the Governor of the faid,. 
Com-pany for the 'rime being, or hi~ D~pqty, !hall appoint. Aod, 
tha.t the faid Governor and' Company, or the greater Part of 
them, whereof the Governor for the Time being, or his Deputy~ 
t-o be one, being then and there prefent, iliall and may then and 
there, before their Departure. from the f<Lid Place, elect and no;;. 
minate One or more of the [aid Compat;ly in the Place or Stead 
of him or them that fo died, or wa~ or were (0 removed; which 
Perfon or Perfons fo nominated and elected to the Office of 
Committee of the faid Co~pany:, {hall ha~e and exercife the raid 
Office for and during the Refidue of the. faid Year, taking firft 
a corporal'Oath, >as isaforefaid j {or the due Execution thereof; 
and tbis to be done from time to time, fo often as the C:afe {hall 
req uire. , . > • " • , " 

. g,UtJ to the end the {aid Governor and Compil1ij if Adven": 
turers if England trading into Huc!fon's Bay may be encouraged 
to undertake, andeffettually to profecute, the faid Defign; of Our 
more efpecial Grace, certain Knowlege, and mere Motion, We 
have given, granted, and confirmed; and by thefe Prefe!lts, for 
Us, Our Heirs and Succdfors; do give, grant, and confirm, unto 
the faid Governor and Company" and their Succeffors j the fole 
Trade and Commerce of all thore Seas, Streights, Bays, Rivers, 
Lakes, Creeks, and Sounds, in whatfoever Latitude they !hall be) 
that lie within the Entrance of the Streights corpmonly called 
Hzuifon's Streights, together with all the Lands and Territories 
upon the Countries, Coaf!:s, and Confines of the Seas, Bays, 
Lakes, Rivers, Creeks, and Sounds aforefaid, that are not alrea- . 
dy aCtually poffefTed by the SubjeCts of any other Chrifiian Prince 
or State, with the Fiiliing of all Sorts of Fifh, Whales," Stur.:. 
geons, and all other Royal Fillies, in the Seas, Bays, Inlets, and 
Rivers within the Premifes, and the Fi!h therein taken, together 
with the Royalty of the Sea upon the Coafl:s within the Limits 
aforefaid, and aU Mines Royal, as well difcovered as not difco"-

. vered, of Gold, Silver, Gems, and precioqs Stones, to be found 
or difcovered within the Territories, Limits, and Places aforefaid·'s 

and 
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;a:nd that the Land be from henceforth reckoned and reputed as on! 
of'our Plantations or Colonies in America,called Rl!pert's Land. 

aUi) ftlttlJtt, We do by thefe Pref~nts, for Us,. Our Heirs 
and Succeffors make, create,' and conihtute, the faid Governor 
and Company: for the Time being, and their Succeffots, the 
true and abfolute L~rds and Proprietors of. the fame Tetritories, 
Limits, and Places aforefaid, and of all other the Premifes, faving 
always the Faith, Allegiance, and Sovereign Dominion,' to Us, 
Our Heirs and Succeffors, for the fame to have, hold, pofft;fs 
and enjoy the faid Territories, Limits, and Places, and all and 
fin gular other the ~remi[es hereby. granted, as aforefaid, with 
their and every of their Rights, Members, JurifdiCl:ions, Pre­
rogatives, Royalties, and Appurtenances whatfoever, to them the 
{aid Governor and Company, and their Succeffors for ever, to 
be holden of Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, as of "Our Manor of 

, Eaft Greenwich in the County of Kent, in free and common 
"Socage, and not in Capite, or by Knight's Service; yielding and 
paying yearly to Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, for the fame, 
'Fwo Elks, and Two black Beavers, whenfoever, and as often as 
We, Our Heirs and Succeffors, ihall happen to enter into th~ 
faid Countries, Territories, and Regions hereby granted. 

gUi) fattttt, OLlr Will and Pleafure is, and by thefe Pre­
rents, for Us, Our Heirs and Slicceffors, We do grant unto the 
faid Governor and Company, and to their Succeffors, that it !hall 
and may be lawful to and for the faid Governor and Company, 
and their Succeffors, from time to time, to affemble themfelves, 
for or about any the Matters, Caufes, Affairs, or Bufineffes or 
the faid Trade, in any Place or Places for the fame convenient, 
within 0 ur Dominions or e1few here, and to hold Court for the 
{aid Com pan y, and the Aff~irs thereof; and that alfo it ihaU and 
may be lawful to and for them, or the greater Part of them 
being fo affembled, and that ihall then and there be prefent, i~ 
any fuch Place or Places, whereof the Governor, or his Deputy, 
for the Time being, to be one, to make, ordain, and confi:itute, 
fuch and fo many reafonable Laws, Conftitutions, Orders and 
Ordinances, as to them, or the greater Part of them being then 
and there prefent, ihall feem neceffary and convenient for the 
good Government of the faid Company, and of all Governors 
of Colonies, Forts, and Plantations, Factors, MaO:ers, Mariners, 
and other Officers employed, or to be employed, in any the Ter­
ritories and Lands aforefaid, and in any of their Voyages; and for 
the better Advancement and Continuance of faid Trade or 
Traffick, and Plantations, and the fame Laws, Conftitutions, Or"" 
ders and Ordinances fo made, to be put in Ufe, and execute ac-

cordinglY:!I 
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cordingly, and at their Pleafure to revoke and alter the fame, or 
any of them, as the Occafion {hall require: And that the faid 
Governor and Company, fo often as they {hall make, ordain~ dr 
efiabli{h, any (uch Laws, Conftitutions, Orders, and Ordinances)) 
in fuch Form as aforefaid, {hall and may lawfully impole, ordain, 
limit, and provide, fuch Penalties and Punilhments upon all Of­
fenders, contrary to fuch Laws; Confiitutions, Orders, 'and Or;... 
dinances, or any of them, as to the faid Governor and Company 
for the Time being, or the greater Part of them, then and there 
being pre[ent, the faid Governor or his Deputy being always one, 
{hall feem neceifary or convenient for the Obfervation of the fame 
Laws, Confiitutions, Orders, and Ordinances; and the fame 
Fines and Amerciaments {hall and may by their Officers and Ser­
vants, from time to time to be appointed for that Purpofe, levy, 
take, and have, to the Ufe of ,the faid Governor and Company, 
and their .SucceiTors, without the Officers and Minifiers of Us, 
Our Heirs and Succeflors, and without any AccQunt thereof to 
Us, Our Heirs and Succeifors, to be made: All and fingula'r 
which Laws, Confbtutions, Orders; and Ordinances, fo as afore­
faid to be made, We will to be duly obferved and kept, under 
the Pains and Penalties therein to be contained; fo always as the 
{aid Laws, Confiitutions, Orders and Ordinances,Fines and 
Amerciaments, be reafonable, and not contrary or repugnant, 
but as near as may be agreeable, to the Laws, Statutes, or Cuf­
toms, of this Our Realm. 

~htb fattlJ£rmo~e, of our ample and abundant Grace, certain 
Knowlege, and mere IV[otion, We have granted, and by thefe 
Prefents for Us, Our Heirs and Succeifors, do grant unto the faid 
Governor and Company) and their Succeifors, that they) and 
their Succeifors, and their Factors, Servants, and Agents, for 
them, and on their Behalf, and not otherwife, !hall for ever 
hereafter have, ufe, and enjoy, not only the whole, intire, and 
only Liberty qf Trade and 'TraiJick, and the whole, intire, and 
only Liberty, Ufe, and Privilege of Trading and Traffick to and 
from the Territories, Limits, and Places aforefaid; but alfo the 
whole and intire Trade and Traffick to and from all Havens, 
Bays, Creeks, Rivers, Lakes, and Seas, into which they tball 
find Entrance or Pa{fage, by Water or Land, out of the Terri­
tories, Limits, and Places aforefaid ; and to and with all the Na­
tives and People, Inhabitants, or which {hall inhabit within the 
Territories, Limits, and Places aforefaid; and to and with all 
other Nations inhabiting any the Coafts adjacent to the {aid Ter~ 
ritories, Limits, and Places aforefaid, which are not already po[­
{dIed as aforefaid, or whereof the [ole Liberty or Privilege of 
.I c Trade 



Trade and Traffick is not granted to any other of .Our Sub. 
jeCts. 

aull of Our farther Royal Favour, and of Our more efpecial 
Grace, certain Knowlege, and mere Motion, have granted, and 
bythefe Pre[ents for Us, Our Heirs and Succeifors, do grant to 
the faid Governor and Company" and to their Succeifors, that 
neither/he ;aid 'Territories, Limits, and Places, hereby granted 
as aforefaid, nor any Part thereof, nor the Iflands, Havens, Ports, 
Cities, Towns, and Places thereof, or therein contained, /hall 
be vifited, frequented, 'or haunted by any of the Subjects of Us, 
Our Heirs or SUGceifors, .contrary to the true Meaning of thefe 
Prefents,and by virtue of Om- Prerogatives Royal, which We will 
-D91 have in that Behalf argued 0r brought into ~efiion; We 
ftreightly charge, command. and prohibit) for Us, Our Heirs and 
Succeifors,all the Subjects .of Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, of 
what Degree or ~ality foev·er they be, :that none of them di­
rectly do vifit, haunt, frequent or trade, traffick or adventure, 
~by way of Merchandize, into or from any the faid Territories, 
Limits, or Places, hereby granted, or any or either of them, 
other than the faid Governor and Company, and {uch particular 
Perfons as now be, or hereafter {ball be, of that Company, their 
Agents, FaCtors, and Affigns, unlefs it be by the Licence and 
.Agreement of the {aid Governor and Company in Writing firfl: 
had and obtained, under their common Seal to be granted, upon 
Pain that every fuch Perfon or Perfons that 1hall trade and traffick 
into or from ani of the Countries, Territories, or Limits afore­
,faid, other than the {aid Governor and Company, and .their Suc­
ceifors, jhall incur our Indz'gnation, and the Forfeiture, and the 
Lofs of the faid Goods, Merchandizes, and other Things what­
foever, which fo {ball be brought into this Realm of England, or 
any the Dominions of the fame, contrary to Our faid Prohibition, 
or the Purport or true Meaning of thefe Prefents, or which the 
faid Governor and Company {ball find, take, and feize, in other 
.Places out.of Our Dominions, where the laid Company, their 
Agents, Factors, or Affigns, {ball trade, traffick, or inhabit, by 
,vi~tue of thefe. Our Letters Patents.; as alia the Ship and Ships. 
wIth the Furmture thereof, wherem fuch Goods, Merchandizes 
and other Things, {ball be brought or fou'nd, the one Half of" 
all' the {aid Forfeiture to be to Us, OUf Heirs and Succel1ors, and 
the other Half thereof by thefe Prefents clearly and wholly for 
Us, Our Heirs, and Succe1fors, give and grant unto the {aid Go_ 
vernor and Company, and their SucceiTors.. And farther, all and 
every their {aid Offenders, for the {aid Contempt, to fuffer [nch 
Puni{bment as to Us, Our Heirs and Succdfors, ihall fcem meet 

or 
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or convenient, and not to be in any-wife delivered until they, and 
every of them, {ball become bound un to the faid Governor) For 
the Time being, in the Sum of One thollfand Pounds at the lea{/:, 
at no time then after to trade and traffick into any of the [aid 
Places, Seas, Bays, Streights, Ports;, Havens, or Territories 
aforefaid, contrary to Our expre[s Commandment in that Be­
half fet down and publiilied. 

aUll fartlJer, of Our more efpecial Grace, We have conde­
fcended and granted, and by thefe Prefents for Us, Our Heirs 
and Succefl"ors, do grant unto the faid Governor and Company, 
and their Succeffors, that We, Our Heirs and Succeffors, will not 
grant Liberty, Licence, or Power, to any Perf on or Perfons what­
roever, contrary to the Tenor of thefe Our Letters Patents, to 
trade, traffick, or inhabit, unto or upon any of the Territories, 
Limits, or Places, afore fpecified, contrary to the Meaning of 
thefe Prefents, without the Confent of the faid Governor and 
Company, or the moil: part of them. . 

aull, of Our more abundant Grace and Favour to the faid 
Governor and Company, We do hereby declare Our Will and 

. Pleafure to be, That if it ihall fo happen, that any of thePerfons 
free or to be free of the faid Company of Adventurers of Eng­
land trading into Hu4Jon's Bay, who fhall, before the going forth 
of any Ship or Ships appointed for a Voyage, or otherwife, pro­
mife or agree, by Writing under his or their Hands, to adventure 
any Sum or Sums of Money, towards the furnifhing any Provi­
fion, or Maintenance of any Voyage or Voyages, fet forth or to 
be fet forth, or intended or meant to be fet forth, by the faid Go­
vernor and Company, or the more Part of them prefent at any pub­
lick Afiembly ,commonly called The GeneralCourt, fhall not within 
the Space of Twenty Days next after Warning given to him or 
them, by the faid Governor and Company, or their known Officer 
or Minifier, bring in and deliver to the Treafurer or Treafurers 
appointed for the Company, fuch Sums of Money as fhall have 
been expreffed and fet down in Writing, by the faid Perfon or 
Per[ons, fubfcribed with the Name of [aid Adventurer or Adven­
turers, that then, and at all Times after, it fhall and may be 
lawful to and for the [aid Governor and Company, or the more 
Part of them prefent, whereof the faid Governor or his Deputy 
to be one, at any of their General Courts, or General ~~ffem­
blies, to remove and disfranchife him or them, and every fuch 
Perfon or Perfons, at their Wills and Pleafures; and he or they 
[0 removed and disfranchifed, not to be permitted to trade into 
the Countries, Territories, or Limits aforefaid, or any Part there­
of, nor to have any Adventure or Stock going or remaining with 

or 
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or among the [aid Company; without fpeeial Licence of the {aid 
Governor and Company, or the mOJ;e Pa~t of them prefent at 
any General Court, firft had and obtamed 1ll that ~ehalf; any 
thing before in thefe Prefents to the contrary thereof 111 any-wife 
notwithftanding. . 

.anti Our Will and Plea[ure is, and hereby We do alCo ordain, 
That it ihall and may be lawful to and for the [aid Governor and 
Company, or the greater Part of them, whereof the Governor 
for the Time being, or his Depu ty; to be one, to admit into, and 
be of the faid Company, all [uch Servants or FaCtors; of or for 
the faid Company, a,nd all fuch others as to them, or the moft 
Part of them prefent at any Court held for the faid Company, 
the Governor or his Deputy being one, {hall be thought fit and 
agreeable with the Orders and Ordinances mad~ and to be made 
for the Government of the faid Company • 

.anti fartlJcr, Our Will and Pleafure is, and by thefe Pr~­
rents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succe1fors, We do grant unto the 
{aid Governor and Company, and to their Succe1fors, that it !hall 
and may be lawful in all EleCtions, and By-Laws, to, be made 
by the General Court of the Adventurers of the laid Company, 
that every Perfon {hall have a Number of Votes according to 
his Stock; that is to fay, For every hundred Pounds by him fub­
fcribed or brought into the prefect Stock, One Vote; and that 
any of thofe that have fubfcribed lefs than One hundred Pounds, 
may join their refpeCtive Sums to make One hundred Pounds, 
and to have One Vote jointly for the fame, and not otherwiie. 

anti fartlJer, of Our efpecial Grace, a:ertain Knowlege, and 
mere Motion, We do for Us, Our Heirs and Succe1fors, grant 
to and with the faid Governor and Company oj Adventurers ql 
England trading into Hudfon's Bay, that all Lands, Territories; 
Plantations, Forts, Fortifications, FaCto.ries, or Colonies, where 
the faid Company's Factories or Trade are or {hall be, within 
any the Ports or Places afore limited, !hall be immediately and 
from henceforth under the Ppwer and Command of the {aid 
Governor and Company, 'their Succe1fors and Affigns; faving the 
Faith and Ailegiance due and to be performed to Us, Our Heirs 
and Succefiors, as aforefaid; and that the faid Governor and 
Company !hall have Liberty, full Power and Authority, to ap­
point and efiabli!hGovernors, and all other Officers to govern 
them; and that the Governor and his Council of the [everal and 
refpective Places where the [aid Company {haIl have Plantations, 
Forts, Factories, Colonies, or Places of Trade within any the 
Countries, Lands, or Terrtioties hereby granted, may have Power 
to judge all Perfoos belonging to the; faid Governor and Compa-

ny, 
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ny, or that' lhalllive under them, in all Caufes, whether Civil 
or Criminal, according to the Laws of this Kingdom, and to 
execute Juftice accordingly. 
, ani), in cafe any Crime or Mifdemeanor {ball he committed 

in any of the faid Company's Plantations, Forts, FaCtories, or 
Places of Trade Within the Limits aforefaid, where J udicature can~ 
not be executed for want of a Governor and Council there, then 
in fuch cafe it {hall and may be lawful for the chief FaCtor of 
that Place, and his Council, to tranfmit the Party, together with 
the Offence) to fuch other Plantation, FaCtory, or Fort, where 
there {ball be a Governor and Council, where Jufiice may be 
executed, or into the Kingdom Qf England, as 14all be thought 
moil: convenient, there to infliCt fuch Puniihment as the Nature 
of the Offence will deferve. 

ani) mo~eObet, Our Will and Pleafure is, and by thefe Pre": 
fents, for Us, Our Heirs and SuccdTors, We do give and grant 
lmto the faid Governor and Company, and their Succeffors, free 
Liberty and Licence, in cafe they conceive it neceffary, to fend 
either Ships of War, Men, or Ammunition, into any their Plan­
tations, Forts, FaCtories" or Places of Trade aforefaid, for the· 
Security and Defence of the fame, and to choofe Commanders 
and Officers over them, and to give them Power and Authority) 
by Commiffions under their Common Seal, or otherwife, to con­
tinue or make Peace ,or War with any Prince or People what~ 
foever, that are not Cbriil:ians, in any Places where the faid Com~ 
pany {ball have any Plantations, Forts, or FaCtories, or adjacent 
,thereunto, as ihall be moft for the Advantage and Benefit of faid 
Governor and Company, and of their Trade; and ~lfo to right 
and recompenfe themfelves upon the Goods, Eil:ate, or People 
of thofe Parts, by whom tbe faid Governor and Company {hall 
fufrain any Injury, La[s, or Damage, or upon any otber People 
whatfoever, that thall any way, contrary to the Intent of thefe Pre~ 
fents, interrupt, wrong, or injure them in their faid Trade, within 
the faid. Places, Territories, or Limits, granted by this Charter. 
And that it {hall and may be lawful to and for the [aid Governor 
and Company, and their Succeffors, from time to time, and at 
all times henceforth, to erect and build fuch eames, Fortificati':' 
ons, Forts, Garifons, Colonies or Plantations, Towns or Villages, 
in any Pans or Places within the Limits and Bounds granted be­
fore in thefe Pre[ents, unto the [aid Governor and Company, and 
their Succeffors, from time to time, and at all times from hence~ 
forth, to ereCt and build fuch Caftles, Fortifications, Fort~, Ga­
rifons, Colonies or Plantations, Towns or Villages, in any Parts 
Qr Places within the Limits and Bounds granted before in thefe 

d Prefent~l 
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Prefents, unto the faid Governor and Cornpany,as they in their 
Difcretlon {hall think fit and requifite ; and for the' Supply of 
fuch as ilial1 be needful and convenient to keep and be in the 
fame to fend out of this Kingdom to the faid eaMes, Forts, For­
tifica~ions Garifons ColDnies, Plantations, Towns or Villages, 

~ ). 

all Kinds of Cloathing, Provifion of ViCtuals, Ammunition, and 
Implements neceffary for fuch Purpofe, paying tbe Duties and 
Cuil:om for the fame; a-s al[o to tranfpon and carryover fueh 
Number of Men being willing thereunto, or not prohibited, as 
they 1ball think fit, and alfo to govern them in fuch legal and 
reafonable Manner as the faid Governor and Company ihall think 
beft, and to infliCt Punithment f.of Mifdemeanors, or impofe fuch 
Fines upon them for Breach of their Orders, as in thefe Prefents 
are formerly expreffed. . 

gull fartlJer, OUr Vvill and Pleafure is, and by there Pre­
(ents, for Us, Ollr Heirs and Sl1cceifors, We do grar:) t UTi to the 
{aid Governor and Company, and their Succellors, full Power 
and lawful Authority to {eize upon the Per[oDs of an [uch Ellg­
li/h,. or any other SubjeCts, which {hall fail into HudjoJZ's Bi1)', 
Of inhabit in any of the Countries, lfiands, or Territories hereby 
granted to the [aid Governor and Company) withQut their Leave 
and Licence in that Behalf firft had and obtained, or thai: £haH 
contemn or difobey their Orders, and fend them to England; 
and that all and every Perf on or Perfons, being Our Subjetl:s, 
any ways employed by tbe [aid Governor and Company~ within 
any the Parts, Places, or Limits aforefaid, ihall be liable unto, 
and {uffer fuch Punifhments for any Offences by them commit­
ted in the Parts aforefaid, as the Prefident and Council for the 
faid Governor and Company there !hall think fit, and the Merit 
of the Offence !hall require, as aforefaid; and in cafe any Per[oll 
or Perfoll8, being conviCted and [entenced by the Prefident and 
Council of the faid Governor and Company, in the Countries, 
Lands, and Limits aforefaid, their FaCtors or Agents there, for 
any Offence by them done, !hall appeal from the lame; and then, 
and in fuch Cafe, it {ball and may be lawful to and for the [aid 
Prefident and Council, Factors or Agents, to feize upon him or 
them, a~d to carry him or them home Prifoners into Eng/alid, 
to the [aId Governor and Company, there tq receive fuch condign 
Puni!hment as his Caufe {hall require, and the Law of this Nation 
allow of: And for the better Difcovery of Abufes and Injuries to 
be done unto the Lid Governor and Company, or their Succef­
fors, by any 8,ervant by them to be employed in the {aid Voyaees 
and Plantations, it {hall and may be lawful to and for the i~id 
Governor and Company> and their refpdtive Prefidents, .Chief 
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Agent; or Governor in the Parts aforefaid, to eta mine upon Oath 
all FaCtors, Maners, Purfers, Supercargoes, Commanders of 
eames, Forts, Fortifications, Planta~ions, or Colonies, or other 
Per[ollS, touching or concerning any Matter or Thing, in which 
by Law or Ufage an Oath may be adminifired) fo as the [aid Oath, 
and the Matter therein contained, be not repugnant, but agr¢ea~ 
ble to the Laws of this Realm. 

gun We do hereby fheightly cba-rge and coilimand all and 
£ngular our Admirals, Vice-Admirals, Jufiices, Mayors, Sheriffs~ 
Conftables, Bailiffs, and all and fingular other Our Officers, Mi­
nifiers, Liegemen, and Subjects whatfoever; to be aiding; fa­
vouring, helping, and affifiing to the faid Governor and Compa­
ny, and to their Succeifors, and tb their Depu ties, Officers, Fac­
tors, Servants, Affignees and Minifters, and every of them? ill 
executing and enjoying the Premifes, as well on Land as at Sea~ 
from time to time, when any of you iliall thereunto be required; 
any Statute, Act, Ordinance, Provifo, Proclamation, or Re­
lhaint heretofore made, fet forth; ordained, or provided, or any 
other Matter, Caufe, or Thing, whatfoever to the contrary in any ... 
wife notwithfianding. IN WIT N E S S whereof We have 
cau[ed thefe Our Letters to be made Patents; Witnefs Ourfelf at 
lf7t:}lmi1?Jler, the Second Day of May in the Two-and ... twentieth 
Year of Our Reign. 

By Writ of Privy-Seal~ 

PIGOTT6 

NUMiER 



Nu M BE R II., 

JOS E PH fa France is now about 36 Years old, He was 
born at MiJliHmakinac, and was 5' Years old when his Mother 

died. His Father then took him with him to ff<Jtebec to learn French, 
where he flaid the Winter, about 6 Months, He fays, as well 
as he can remember, f(gebec wa,s about a League long, and 
Half a League broad, and had 4 or ;000 Men in Garifon, it be­
ing about the Time of the Peace of Utrecht. He returned Jrom 
thence with his Father, and lived with him until his Death, which 
happened when he was 1+ Years old. After his Death, when 
he was about 16, he went down to Monreal, to fell what Furs 
and Peltry his Father had left him i and then returned to MijJili­
mak£nac, where he traded and hunted in the neighbouring Coun­
tries until he was '27 Years old; in which Time he went one 
Year to Mijf!lJipz', He went by the IlNneJe Lake, which hecaUs 
Micht"gon. At the Bottom of the Lake there was a French 
Fort, in which there were 15 French in Garifon, about I I Years 
ago. The River upon whic~ it is built, he calls Saint Jofeph ; it is 
very rapid. He pafTed by Ouifconfic to the Miff!.lJipi~ and went 
down it as far as the River M~§ouris, and returned by the fame 
Rou,te. In his Return he pafTed by the Bay of L'Ourqui 'Dort, 
fo called from a Heap of Sand upon a Point which refembles a 
Bear fleeping. When he was 28 Years old, he went with a Par­
cel of Furs, with 8 IroqueJe, in 2 Canoes, crois the Lake of 
Hurons, by the Bay of Sakinak, to the Streights of Errie, which 
they pafTed in the Night for fear of being ll:opped by the Frmch

3 

who have a Village or little Fort there, in which he believes 
there may be 100 Houfes. He from thence pafTed thro' Lake 
Errie to the Fall of Niagara, and the Iroqueje carried his Canoes 
and Furs down by the Fall to Lake Frontenac, for which he 
gave them 100 Beavers, and thence went to OjiRJega ; but was 
not within the Fort or Town, the Iroquefe felling his Furs for 
him; and then returned by the fame Way to MijJilimakinac. ,He 
fays the French have a Fort on the North Side of the Fall of 
Niagara, ?et.wixt the Lakes Errt"e and Frontmac, about 3 
Leagues. wIthm the Woods from the Fall, i? which they keep 
30 SoldIers, and have about as many more with them as Servants 
and Affifiants; thefe have ::l. {mall Trade with the indians for 
Meat, Ammunition, and Armso 

About 
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About (; Years ago he went again to lI)foJinai with Two Ihdtanp, 
'and a confiderable Cargo of Furs, where he found the Governor 
'of Canada who wintered there. He made him a Prefent of Mai-;. . . 

(ens Skins} and alfo loOO Crowns, for a Conge or Paffport to have 
a Licence (0 (rade next Year: But in. Spring he would neither 
give him his Conge nor his Money, under Pretence that he ba'd 
fold Brandy ro the Indians, which is prohibited, and threatened him 
with Imprifonment for demanding his Money; fo that he was 
'Obliged to' fieal away with his Two Indians, and what Goods he 
had got in Exchange for his Furs, with his 3 Canoes. Monreal, he 
fays» is about 60 Leagues above !l<.!Jebec. It is a large Town~ about 
a League and an Half in Circuit within the Walls, which are IS 
Feet high, of Lime and Srone. They have 300 Men in Garifon. 
This is the only confiderable Town in Canada befi'des f<!Jebec; 
for Trois Rivieres is but a Village. He fays, they have a Fort the 
NarivescaH Catarakui Fort, 80 Leagues above Monreal, hear Lake 
Frontenac~ in which they kee.p a Garifon of 40 Men, as the In­
dians informed him, and about as many more Inhabitants. The 
River St. Laurence, from [hence to Monreal, is fo full of Water­
falls, and fo rapid, [hat there is the utmoft Danger and Difficulty 
in going by Water, and no going fo far by Land through the 
Woods. fo that no Trade can. be carried on that Way but at great 
Expence. ,.' 

They have no other fortified Places in Canada, but one Fort 
called Champli, near Champlain Lake, upon the Englijh and 
Iroquefe Frontiers, in which they have 20 Men in Garifon. 

He was above 40 Days in going up the River, from Monreal to 
the Lake Nepiftng; which is at [he Source of that River which he 
calls St. Laurence, and not the River which paffes through the. 
Lakes; bu~ La Hontan calls it (he ~iver Outaouas. He had 36 
Land-Carnages before he got to Nepijing. He was but 18 Days in 
going down it to Monreal. He fays, the River Nepijing runs from 
the 1ame Lake into the Lake of Hurons. This is what La Hontan 
calls French River; it is 20 Leagues in its Courfe, and had Three 
Falls upon it, which they defcended in Two Days; and wirh a 
fair Wind they might go from thence to Mijjilimakinac in Two 
Days more along the 11lands. Upon his Return he exchanged his 
Goods for Furs, andrefolved to fry his Fortune once more to Mon­
real, and make his Peace with the Governor. He fays, when be 
left MifJilimakinac, there were but 2 Men with the Governor in Ga­
rifon, which was only to OpeD and fuut the Gates. He fays, that of 
late the Trade from thence to Monreal is fa mw:;:h leffened upon 
account of the Englifh fupplying (he In¢ians much cheaper and bel:­
t.er» by an eafy Navigation through the Lakes to Niagara, (hat 
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there do net 'go above I I Canoes in a Year, and ·thofeL~cences 
are generally given to fuperannuated Offic~rs; . the ,.Avance and 
Injuflice of the Governor of Canada has hkewI[e dlfgufled the 
Natives. , , 

After having got a Pdrcel of Furs, he,with T~oIndia~Slave~lJ 
and 3 Canoes, paffed the Lake Huron,. and enter d (h.e RIver !V~­

'pijing, and went up it feveral Leagues; but at a Turn Jfl the RIver 
he met 9 Canoes, in which was (he Governor's Brother-:in-lawlJ 

. with 30 Soldiers, and as many more (0 manage the Cqiioes, who 
feized him and his Furs, and ~laves, as a Runaway without a Paif­
port, and would have carri~d him away to Monreal; buc he made 
his Efcape into theWoods in tht': Night,with only his Gun, and Five 
Charges of Powder and Ball, and pa£fed by Land. alone through 
the Woods on the North Side of Huron Lake, unni he met with 
forne of the Milfada Indians, who live there, having been Six: 
Weeks in his Journey, travelling behind the Mountains, on (be 
North Side of the Lake, in a madhy Country, abounding with 
Beavers, and thus return~d to SaUl St. Marie; and having loft all» 
determined to gorothe Englifo in Hudjon's Bay, by paRing thra 
the IndianNarions Weft of (he Upper Lake, uncil helhould arrive, 
by thefe Lakes and Rivers which run NonhwaJds, ac'1Ork Fort, 
on Neljon's River~ 

He fet out in the Beginning ofWinrer 1739. upon chis Journey 
and .voyage, and hunted and lived with the lndiam his'Relations 
the Sauteurs, on the North ~ide of the Upper Lake, where he was 
well acquainted, having hunted and traded thereabouts for Four­
teen Years. He fays the Upper Lake has Three Hlands neartbeNonh 
Shore, about 3 Leagues from the Shore; they are about 3 or 4-
Leagues each in Circumference. One of them he.caUs lile du Li­
¥1Zon; they are full of fine Woods, as is all the NorthCoaft, which 
lS very mouncainous; but the Country is very fine to the NQrthward 
of the high Land. 
, The Upper Lake falls into the Lake of Hurons by the Falls of 
St. Mary, which is a rapid Currene of feveral Leagues. From that 
Fall ro the River Michipikoton on the 'North Side of the Lake, is 00 
L~agues; that River is navigable Northward. for 20 Leagues, 
bemg 3 Fathoms deep, and without CataraCts; It funs thr(}uah a 
Valley betwi~t the Mountains; which is about Three Leagues ~de> 
full of flne Woods; and then there is a For k w here Two Branches 
meet; and on each Side, at a confiderable Difiance, are Two round 
Hills detached from (he others, which they call Le DNix Ma:lilellcs, 
or Two Paps; thefe Two Branches come from their feveral SOllrces 
~fter running about Eight Leag~es~ thr?ugh a Cou~m'Y aboil1:ndi.n~ 
ill Bearers. There are .Two.[ndum NatIons upon thiS North Coai1; 

the 
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:the Epinefte Nati{)n a.re upon the Ball: Side of that Rivet, and the 
'OuqfJi upon the Weft Side, both Tribes of the Sauteurs. 

About 100 Leagues farther Weft is another River, which 
;runs from the North-weft into this Lake, which he calls the Rim 
veri Du Pique from a (harp Rock at the Mouth of the River). 
furmed like a Pike or Halbert: It is only navigable for aboutThree 
Leagues to.aFall,above which is a Lake about Six Leagues long, 
which comes from a marlhy Country full of Beavers; on the 
Weft Side of this River, and of the Upper Lake, is a Range of 
Mountains full of Woods, and a River full of CataraCts defcends 
from them, and enters into .the River Du Pique a little before it 
.paifes into the Lake; among thefe l\10untains are feveral rich 
Mines; he faw fome very good Lead and Copper Ore, which the 
Natives brought down from thefe Mountains. On the South-weft 
Side of the Lake, under thefe Mountains, is a flat Country, full 
of Woods and Beavers, but the South andSouth-eaft Side is a fandy, 
low, dry Country, without Wood. He ihid Part of the Winter 
with the Indians at Michipikoton, and in the Month of March got 
to the River Du Pique, which he paffed on the Ice, it being noc 
then thawed. He fays, there are many Beavers alfo among the 
Mountains, Southward of that River, they having great Flats 
above, and among the Mountains) where they make their Dams 
and Ponds. The Ice was quite gone on the South-weil: Side of 
the Lake, by the i5th of April, N. S. He fays, the Lake is never 
frozen at any Difiance from the Shore, only in little Bays, where 
it fornerimes is frozen, and breaks off, and is carried out and in 
wirh the Wind. . 

On the fandy Coall:, on the South-eall: Side of the Lake, there 
is nothing but Shrubs not above Six Feet high; but at fame Di­
france from the Coaft there are fine Meadows and Pafture, full of 
Elks, Stags, Deer, Goats, wild Beeves, &c. interfper[ed with 
Woods; and the Indian Nations in the neighbouring Countries 
remove thither in the SummerSeafon, to hunt and feed upon. 
them. 

On the South-well: Side of the Lake, betwixt the woody and 
Champaign fandy Country, there is a Land~Carriage of 3 Leagues~ 
al1d they carne co a Madh or Bog about a League long, and F.ive 
Furlongs over, and from thence another Land-Carriage of Nine 
Leagues ro the River Du Pluis, which, after a Courfe of Fifteen 
Leagues, falls into the Lake Du Pluis. He was from the Begin­
ning to [he 18th of April 1740. in getting to this River; there he~ 
and the Indians with him, got fine Birch-trees of a great Size t~ 
make their Canoes. The River theyembark'd upon wasabou~t 
Three Furlongs broad, but was not deep, ~md had no Waterfalk; 
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the Com{e was South-weft. The Indians} wh~ are on the Weft 
:Side of' that River, are called Monflni or Mojbnique, or Gem de 
Original. The Lake Du Pluis is 100 Leagues i.n Length, and is [0 

called ftom a perpendicular Water-fall, by which the Water falls 
lnto a River South-weft of it, which raifes a Mift-like Rain .. He 
wa'S 15 Days in pailing down this River to the ~ake Du Plut"s, in 
his Canoe; he coafted along the North-weft SIde of the Lake, 
which was full of fine Woods; but there was none on the South-

. eall: Side, ~s the Natives informed him, except near the Edge of 
the Lake, for about Balf [he Length of the Lake, at which Place 
a River enters it from the South Side, which comes from a low 
Country, full of Beavers. The French, upon Account of thefe 
Land-Carriages, never pafs into thefe Countries adjoining [0 this 
Lak'e. 

He paffed the Lake Du Plut"s in the iatter End of April, and 
Beginning of May ; and ftaid 10 Days at the Fall with the Mo1ljo­
ni, where they fi{h with Nets at the Bottom of the Fall. They 
have Two great Villages, one on the North Side; and the other on 
the South Side of the Fall. 

The River Du Pluis, which falls from the Lake, is a fine large 
River, which runs Weftward, and is about 3 Furlongs in Breadth; 
its Courfe is about 60 Leagues before it falls into the Lake Du 
Bois, or Des Ijles, and is free from Cataracts, having only Two 
fharp Streams. He was 10 pays in going down it in his Canoe; 
the whole Country along its Banks is full of fine Woods, in which 
are great Variety of Wild-fowl and Beafis, as wild Beaver, Stags, 
Elk, D,eer, &c. and the River and adjoining Lakes full of excel-' 
lent FiQ1. This River falls into the Lake Du' Bois, where he ar-

. rived about the End of May. This Lake is very large, and filled' 
with fine Hlands; he was 30 Days in pafiing it, fiiliing and hunt­
ing as he went with the Natives, and ftaid a Momh in one of the 
Iflands with the Monjbni and Sturgeon Indians, who live on the 
North Side of this Lake, and meet in that Ifland to be merry, and 
confirm their Friendlhip and Alliance; thefe lafi are called fo 
from the great Number of Sturgeons they take in this Lake, which 
is the greatefi Part of their Provifions. He frayed there until the 
Month ofAl/guft. All the'fe Iflands and Coafis are low, and full of 
fine Woods, where all kind of Fowl breed. At the Weft End of 
this Lake, which is much longer than the Lake Du Pluis,.a great 
River enters it near the Place where the great Ouinipique River 
paffes but of it, and runs into the Lake of the fame Name. This 
River has a long Cour[e from the Southward. On the South-weft 
of this Lake is the N arion of the Sieux Indians. The River Oui­
nipique is as large as the River Du Pluis) but is much m()re. rapid,' 

having 
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having about 30 Falls or Sharps upon ir, where they mutt carry 
.their Canoes. Two or Three of them are Carriages of a League 
t,[ Two, the others are very iliort. Upon that Account he was I5 
Days in going down the River, which runs North-weft about 100 

Leagues .. It aHa runs through a fine woody Country, having ma­
ny Sorts of Timber-trees of great Bulk. On the South-weft 
Side, at fame Diftance, is a fiat Country, full of Meadows; at the 
Falls it is a.bout a Furlong in Breadth, in other Places Three or Four. 
He a rri ved at the great Ouinipique Lake in September; he was 
about 30 Days in pailing it, ihooting and fi.lhing as he went. Afcer 
going half-way through it, he joined the Cris or Chrijlinaux In­
dians, ,who live on the North-eaft Side, and went on Shore, and 
hunted Beavers all the Autumn. HefawbutTwoHlesinitJone 
was full of Wood, it was about 3 Leagues long, and 2 broad. He 
called it the 1Jle Du Biche, or r!f Hinds, there being feveral upon 
it; the other was [andy, and without Wood, full of Gee[e and 
other Water-fowl, which breed there; he called it,GoqftIjle, but 
the Natives called it Sandy ljle. 

On the Wen Side of this Lake the Indians told him a River en­
ter'd it, which was navigable with Canoes; it defcendedfrom Lac 
Rouge, or the Red Lake, called fa from the Colour of the Sand 1 

they faid there were Two other Rivers run out of that Lake, one 
into the MilfifJipi, and the other Weftward, into a madhy Coune 

try, full of Beavers. ' 
The Country, Weft of the Ouinipique Lake has dry Hlands or 

Hills with marihy Bottoms, full of Woods and Meadows. On the 
EaftSide is a fine fiat Country, full of Woods, until they come 
to the Bottom of the Mountains, which are betwixt this and the 
Upper Lake. On a Lake on that Side, betwixt this Lake and Lake 
Du Bois, are the MigechichiNnious, or Eagle-eyed Indians; thefe" 
he fays, are net called fo from their having a iharpSight, but upon 
account of many Eagles which breed in Iilands in that Lake. 

Upon the Weft Side of Lake Ouinipique are the Nation of the 
A.Jlinibouels of the Meadows, and farther North a great Way are 
the 4fJininibouels of the Woods. To the Southward of thefe are 
the Nation of Beaux l/ommes, fituated betwixt them and the Sieux 
Indians., The Indians on the Eaft Side are the Chriflinaux, whofe 
Tribes go as far North on that Side as the A.lfinibouels do on the 
other. All thefe. Nations go naked in Summer, and paint or ftain 
their Bodies with different Figures, anointing themfelves with 
Greafe of Deer, Beavers, Bears, &c. which prevents the Muskic 
toes, Serpents, or other Vermin, from biting them, they having 
an Antipathy to all Oils. , 
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The great OuinipiqueLake was frozen ove·r in Winter ~ it is·no~ 
where 10 Leagues wide, and in [orne places not a~ve a League 
and a half wide' the Winter there was not fevere, It lafted about 
3 Months and a 'half, (he F:oft brea~ing up . t~e.re in Marc~. . 

This Lake is difcharged .lDto the little OU1ntptque. by a River he 
calls the Red River, or Little Ouinipique, afrer a CourfeNonhwards 
of abOll't 60 Leagues. .. . 

This River runs through the like woody Country as the others; 
but the Weft Side is more temperate than tbe EaR, upon account 
of the Mountains to Eaftward of it ; from whence a River de­
fcends into it through a madhy Country., full of Beavers.: . 

He made. his Canoe in the Spring, at the N:orrh End of this 
Lake, and went down to the little Ouinipique in -'ihe Beginning of 
Summer; this laft Lake is about 35 Leagues long, and 6 broad ~ 
there is but one little Ifland in it, ahnoft upon a Water-Level; the 

. Indiam call·it Mini Sabique. . 
: The Courfe of this Lake is from South to North, through a 
woody, low Country. In all thefe Countries are many Kinds of 
wild Fruit, as Cherries, Plums, Strawberries, Nuts, Walnl,lts~ 
&c.. The Winters here are fro.m 3 to 4 Montbs, according as 
they happen to be more or lefs fevere .. He pafTed this Lake, and 
the River which runs into the Lake Du Sims, in Summer and Au­
tumn·; t.his is aboUt 100 Leagues from the other. He fays there 
~s a Fork in this Riv~r· Du Sjem, ~y which Que Branch ~ifcbarges 
Itfelf more We fterly .7 and runs intothe C-ounrry, where IS the Na­
tion of Vieux Hommes; ihis Nation is not called fo from the Age 
of the Inhabitants, bur from a Number of old Men, :who f pa­
raced from fome others, under a Chief or Leader of their own i 
and from that time they were called fo. On the Eaft Side [here 
enters a rapid River from. the Mountains, full of Falls, upon which· 
the Nation Du Cris Panis Blanc inhabit, who ,are frill a Tribe of 
the Chrijiinaux. ' .. . . .. : 
. The Lake DuSiens is.but frnall,bdngnot above.3 Leagues jn 
Circuit; but all around its' Banks, in r-he {hallow Water and Marili­
c:s., grows a kind of wild Oar, of the Na(ure of Rice; the out­
ward Hus-k is black, but [he Grain within is white and clear like 
Rice; this the Indi,!ns beat off into-their Canoes, and' ufe it for: 
~~ .. .. . 

. All the C9utltry adjoining· thIS River is alfo full of Beaver$. 
~'ere the Winter Qvertook him, and he·was'obliged to part wit.h 
hIS Cano~, and travelled and huoted throUgh. that Country for Six 
l\1onths,.in~hich Time he paffed Nordlw''1r~s near 100 Leagues; 
b\l.t would have been muc~ more, had he followed [he Courfe 6f 
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the River in Summer in bis Canoe. He got to the Lake Caribou~ 
in the Beginning of March 1742: This Lake is about 10 Leagues 
long, and 5 broad; the Ice was beginning to thawwhen he came 
,there; a Tribe of the Chrijlinaux live on the Eaft of this Lake, 
and the Aj]inibouels of the Woods on the Weft Side. The River 
Caribou x runs out of this Lake Northwards for about IS Leagues, 
and then it 1preads, -and is wafted in a marIhy Coumry, where 
there is no pafiing by Water, nor by Land in Summer; the Ice 
'being then breaking-up, he was obliged to go about 15 Leagues 
Eaftward; to avoid the Bogs, before he could reach the Lake 
Pachegoia, into which the River Car-ihoux defcends throug~ the 
Madhes. ' 

Pachegoia is the Lake where all the Indians airemble in the 
latter End, of March every Year, to cut the Birch-trees, and make 
their Canoes of the Bark, which then begins to mn, in order to 

. pars d?,:"n the River to Yopk Fort on Ne!Joft River with their. Furs; 
HIS dIvIded fo as to make almoft Two Lakes; the Weft SIde by 
which he paired was about 100 Leagues in Circuit; the other Side 
or ~aftern Lake was much larger, as the Indians informed hin1' 
The River De Vieux Hommes runs from the Weft for about 100 

Leagues, arid faUs into this Lake~ near the Place the River Cari­
houxencers it; it has a ftrong Current, and is always muddy, byt 
there are no Falls upon it: Thefe go generally down the River M.a.­
noutiJi/li or Churchill River, and trade there, having either a Patr ... 
age or iliort Land-carriage 'to that River. The Lake Pac.hegofa 
was furrounded with flne Woods of Oak~Cedar~ Pine, Poplar, 
Birch, &c. He arrived there the latter J3:nd of March, and he, 
with the other Indians, cut the Bark for their'canoes,and'th~h 
hunted for fome time for Provifions; they began to make 'their 
Cahoes the firftofApril, N. S. which they finifhed in Thr'ee Days'j 
on the +th, he being appointed one 'of their Leaders, fet out' wi~h 
100 Canoes in Company, for the FaCtory at York Fort: There ;lr~ 
generally Two Indians in a Cano~, but he was alone in his ; they 
they were Three Weeks inpaffing along the Weft Side of the Lake 
before they came to the Place it is 'difcharged by the River Savanne 
or Epinette; for they were obliged to coafl:, the Weft: Side' of the 
Lak,e in their little Canoes, and keep along the Bottom of each 
Bay J for thefefmall Canoes can bear no Surge or Waves when the 
Wind blows; and when they carne to any Point on the Lake, if 
there was any Wind, they were obliged to carry their Furs and 
Canoes over the Land to ~he next Bay, which, with bunting' fpr 
Provifions, delayed them greatly 1 at that Tiine they had neiche'r 
Ice on the La.lte, nor Snow on the Land. In the, Begjnni.ng 'qf 
May, N. S. he entered the River Sa1Jarme; but did not reach the 
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great Fork where the River divides, untillOe Beginning of June; 
for the Indians, what with hunting for Provifions, and from 
their Lazinefs) who would not fiir or exercife in the ,Heat of the 
Day, it being then very warm, and the Trees all fully blown, 
and from fame Land-Carriages upon the Sharps and Falls, did 
not go above Two or Three Leagues in a Day. T~e River w~s 
fmall, where it came aut of the Lake, for about SIX Leagues, It 

fpreading through feverallittle Paffages through the Marlhes; b~t 
farther dawn, when collected together, formed a large River; It 
was then quite free of Ice, they, had a brisk Current" and feve; 
ral Sharps; but had but one Carriage of 100 Yards; it is about 
80 or 90 Leagues from the Lake to the Fork. The .Land at 
fome Diftance from the River was dry'and hilly, ,and full of 
£ne Trees of great Bulk and Height, as Fir, Pine, Spruce,ACh, 
Elm, Bire'h, Cedar, Alder, &c. The Banks were low, until 
they got to the great Fork, where the River is divided by a 
Rock, upon which a convenient Fort might be builr, which 
might be Fut off by bringing the Water around it. It is about 
60 Leagues from this Fork [0 the Factory: Theyfraid here Eight 
Days [0 hunt for Provifions; there not being plenty, of Game 
upon theEail: Branch, which is the Way he went d"own,it be.,. 
ing the !honeO: PalIage ; at the [arne time anoth~r Fleet of 100 
Canoes went down the Wefiern Branch; it was the 29th of 
June, N.S. when he got to the F£lctor,y; and the o.ther Party who 
Went down the other Branch, were Three Weeks later. From 
this Fork to within Four or Five L~~gues of the Fort, the Banks 
are high1 and of red. Earth, from ~hich he calls _ [he River 
from the Fork, the River de Terre rouge; and from that Place 
they defcend g!adually to the Sea, until they are near a Water­
Level; theoCurrent was very eary from the Fork to the Fort, the 
lfiand to Wdlward of their Chanel was full of wooa, but the 
Country above and beyond the other ,Bank was not fo woody. 
They were about Three Weeks in goil)g from th~ Fork to the 
Factory; for the Indians told him, notwithfiandiog it~ was fo 
warm and pleafant in pailing down the River, and the Trees 
fully blown,that when they would corne near' th~· Sea, they 
would find it very cold, with Snow a~d Ice in the River, and the 
T~ees but juil: beginning to bud; and aGcordingly. they_ delayed 
gomg down fo. foon asthey otherwife might, or they could have 
~one down in .Four or, Five Days: This. he could not eafily-be_ 
heve, confidermg how, forward the Spong was there, and the 
Weather fa warm; but when he came within Four or Five 
Leagues of the Fort, where the Land began to fiope towards the 
Sea, he then found a great deal of Ice in the River, ,and" the Trees 

bur: 



[ xxv ] 

bUt juft' budding; and when he gOt to the Fort, the Snow fell 
in one Night Three or Four Inches thick; bUt all above, along 
the River, the Climate and Seaton was warm, and the Trees all 
in high Bloom. ' 

Two Days after he got to York Fort, one of the Mon/ani In­
dians arrived there with his Wife; he had Four Packs of Beavers 
of 40 each; he told him, he came by the River and Lake Du 
Pique, and was Two Years hunting from thence before he got to 
the Fort; that he had about Sixty Land-Carriages, pailing from 
Lake to Lake) having no Rivers running the Courfe he came, 
except one which he pafTed down for Two Days j he came to 
one very great Lake, in which he could difcover no Land on either 
Side; bur pafTed along it, from Hland to Hland, which took him 
up a coniiderable time. 

The Indians being obliged to go a!hore every Day to hunt for 
Provifionf, delays them very much in their Voyages; for their 
Canoes are fo fmall, holding only Two Men and a Pack of 100 

Beavers-skins, that they can't carry Provifions with them for any 
Time; if they had larger Canoes, they could make their Voyages 
{barter, and carry many more Beavers to Market, at leaft Four 
times as many, befides other Skins of Value, which are too heavy 
for their prefent Canoes: This, and [he high Price fet upon the 
European Goods by the Company in Exchange, difcourages the 
Natives fo much, that if it were not that they are under a Necef­
fity of having GullS) Powder and Shot, Hatchets, and other Iron 
Tools for their Hunting, and Tobacco, Brandy, 2nd fame Paint 
for Luxury, they would not go down to the Factory with what 
they now carry: At prefent they leave great Numbers of Furs and 
Skins behind them. A good Hunter among the Indians can kill 
600 Beavers in a Seafon, and can carry down but 100; the reft 
he ufes at home, or hangs them upon Branches of Trees, upon 
the Death of their Children, as an Offering to them; or ufe them 
for Bedding and Coverings: They fometimes burn off the Fur, 
and roaft the Beavers like Pigs~ upon any Entertainments; and 
they ofren let them ror, having no further Ufe of them. The 

. Beavers. he fays, are of Three Colours; the Brown reddi!h Co-
lour, the Black, and the White: The firfi is the chea peft: The 
Black is moft valued by the Company, and in England: The 
White, tho' moft valued in Canada, giving 18 Shillings, when 
-others gave Five or Six Shillings, is blown upon by.the Com­
pany'~_ Fadors at the Bay, they not allo~ing fo much for thefe 
<is for the others; and therefore the Indzans ufe them at home) 
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or burn off the Hair, when they roaft the Beavers like Pigs, at an 
Entertainment when they feaft together:' He fays, thefe Sking 
are extremely white, and have a fine Lufire, no Snow being 
whiter, and have a fine long Fur or Hair; he has feen 15 taken 
of that Colour out of one Lodge, or Pond. The Beavers have 
Three Enemies, - Man, Otters, and the Carcajon, or ~eeque­
hatch, which prey upon them, when they take them at an Ad­
vantage; the 1aft is as large as a very great Dog; it has .a !hare 
Tail like a Deer Of Hair, and has a good Fur, valued at a 
Beaver and half in Exchange. Tbe Beavers chiefeft Food is, 
the Poplar, or Tremble; but they alfo eat Sallows, Alders, and 
moit other :Trees not having a refinous Juice; the middle Bark 
is their Food: In May, when, the Wood is not plenty, they live 
upon a Jarge Roo'c, which grows in the Marilies, a Fathom long, 
and as thick as a Man's Leg, the French call it Volet j but the 
Beavers are not fa good Food as when they feed upon Trees. They 
will cut down Trees above Two Fathoms in Gir(h with their 
Teeth; and one of [hem obferves when it is ready to fall, and 
gives a great Cry, and runs the ..contrary Way, to give Notice to 
the refito get out of the Way ; they then cut off all the top 
Twigs, and [maller Branches, Two or Three Fathoms in Length, 
and draw them to their' Houfes, which tbey have built in their 
Ponds,after havingraifed or repaired their Pond-head, and 
made it fta'unch, and thruft one End into the Clay or Mud) 
that [hey may lie -onder Water all the Winter, to pre{erve the 

. Bark green and tender, for their Winter Provifion; after cutting 
off the [mall Branches, they cut and carry away the larger,un~ 
til they come to the Bole of the Tree. The Beavers are deli­
cious Food; but the Tongue and Tail -the' moB: deliCious Pans 
of the whole: They are very fat from Novemb.er, until the End 

. of March; they hav'e their Young in the Beginning of Sum­
mer, at which Time the Females are lean by fuckling their 
Young; and the Males are Jean the whole Summer, when they 

'are making or repairing their Ponds and Hou[es, and cU[ting down 
and prov1ding Timber and Branches for their WinterStore. They 
breed once in a Year, and have from Ten to Fifteen at a Liner) 
which ~gf'OW up in one Seafon; [0 that they muhiply very faft, 
and if they can 'empty a Pond) and take the whole Lodge> they 
generally leave a Pair to breed, fo that they are fully flocked agan 
in Two or Three Years. , 

The Loup Cervi~r, or Lynx, is of the Cat Kind, but as larg~ 
as a great Dog; ltpreys upon all the Beafts it can conquer, as 
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does the Tyger, which· is the only Beaft in that Country that 
won't fly from a Man. 

The American Oxen, or Beeves, have a large Bunch upon their 
-Backs, which is by far the moft delicious Part of them for Food, 
it being all as fweet as Marrow, juicy and rich, and weighs fe­
veral Pounds. 

The Indialls Weft of the Bay, living an erratic Life, can have 
no Benefit by tame Fowl or Cattle; they feldom fray above a 
Fortnight in a Place, unlefs they find Plenty of Game. When 
they remove, after having built their Hut, they di(perfe to get 
Game for their Food, and meet again at Night, after having killed 
enough to maintain them for that Da y; they don't go above a 
League or Two from their Hut. When they find Scarcity of 
Game, they remove a Le~gue or Two :tuther; and thus they 
travede through thefe woody Conntries and Bogs, fcarce miffing 
one Day., Winter or Summer, fair or foul, in the greateft Storms 
of Snow, but what they are employed in fame kind of Chace. 
The fmaller Game, got by Traps or Snares, are generally the 
Edlployment of the Women and Children; fuch as the Martens, 
Squirrel9, Cats, Ermines, &c. The Elks, Stags, Rein-deer. 
Bears, Tygers, wild Beeyes, W 01 yes, Faxes, Beavers, Otters' 
Corcajeu, &c .. are th~ Employ~en[ of the .Men. The Indians: 
when tbey kin any Game for liood, leave it where they kill it 
and fend their Wiyes next Day to carry it home. They go hom~ 
in a direB: Line, never miffing their YVay, hy Obfervations they 
make of the COUife tbey take upon their going out, and fa judge 
upon what Poine their Huts are; and can thus direct themfelves 
upon any Point of the Compais. The Trees aU bend towards the 

. South, and the Branches 'on that Side are larger and fironger than 
on the North Side; as alfo the Mofs upon the Trees. To let 
their Wives know how to come at the killed Game, they from 
Place to Place break off Branches, and lay them in the Road, 
pointing them the Way they fhould go, and fometimcs Mofs . 
fo that they neyer mifs finding it. ' 

In Winter, when they go abroad, which they mllft do in all 
Weathers, to hunt and fuoot for thei.r daily Food, before they 
drefs, they rub ithef!1felves all oyer With Bears Greafe, or Oil of 
Beavers, whid): does not freeze; and alfo rub all the Fur of their 
Beaver.Coats, and then' put them on: They have alfo a kind of 
Boots -or Stockings, of Beaver's Skin, well oiled, with the Fur in­
ward;; and above them they have an oiled Skin laced about their' 
Feet, which keeps out the Cold,and alfo Water, when there is no 
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Ice or Snow; and by this means they never freeze, nor fuffer any 
thing by Cold. In Summer alfo, when they go naked, they rub 
themfel ves with thefe Oils or Greafe, and expofe themfelves to the 
Sun, without being fcorched; their Skins always being kept foft 
and fupple by it: Nor do any Flies, Bugs, or Musketoes, or any 
noxious Infect, ever molefr them. When they want to get rid of 
it', they go into the Water, and rub themfelves aU over. with Mud 
or Clay, and let it dry upon them, and then rub It off; but­
whenever they are free from the Oil, the Flies ,and Musketoes 
immediately attack them, and oblige them again to anoint tbem­
felves. 

The Indians make no Ufe of Honey ;he faw no Bees there but 
the wild Humble Bee; but they are fo much afraid of being 
flung with them, they going naked in Summer, that they avoid 
them as much as they can: Nor did he fee any of the Maple 
they ufe in Canada to make Sugar of, but only the Birch, whofe 
Juice they ufe for the fame Purpofe, boiling it until it is black 
and dry, and then ufing it with their Meat. They ufe no Milk 
from the Time they arc weaned, and they all hate to tafre Cheefe, 
having taken up an Opinion, that it is made of dead Mens Fat.. 
They love Prunes and Raifin~, and will give a Beaver-skin for 
Twelve of them, to carry to their Children; and alfo for a 
Trump, or Jew's Harp. He fays the Women have all fine. 
Voices, but have never heard any mufical Infrrument. They are 
very fond of all Kinds of Pictures, or Prints; giving a Beaver 
for the leafr Print: And all ToyS' are like Jewels to them. 

When he got to the Natives Southward of Pachegoia, he had 
about 30 Cowries left, and a few fmall Bells, lefs than Hawks 
Bells: When he £hewed one of them, they gave him a I3eaver­
skin for One; and they were fo fond, that fome gave him Two, 
Skins, or Thi-ee Marten-skins for One, to give their Wives, to 
make them fine. The Martens they take in Traps; for if they 
fhot them, their Skins would be fpoiled: They have generally 
Five or Six at a Litter. 

He fays, the Natives are fo difcouraged in their Trade with 
the Company, that no P,e1try is worth theCarr,iage;' and the fineft 
Furs are fold for very little.> . When they came to the Factory in 
'June 1712. the Prices they took !or t4e European Goods were 
mu~h higher than the fettled Prtces 'fixed by the Company; 
whlch the G?vernors fix fo, to {hew the Company how zealous 
they are to Improve their Trade, and fell their Goods to Ad­
vantage. He fays, they gave but a Pound of Gunpowder for 
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4 Beavers, a Fathom of Tobacco for 7 Beavets, a Pound of Shot 
for I, an Ell of coarfe Cloath for IS, a Blanket for 12, 2 Fiili­
hooks, or 3 Flints, for I, a Gun for :2S, a Piftol for 10, a com­
mon Hat with white Lace 7, an Ax 4, a Bill-hook I, a Gallon 
of Brandy 4, a chequer'd Shirt 7; all which are fold at a mon- . 
ftrous Profir, even to 2000 perCent. Notwithfranding this Dif­
couragement, the two Fleets which went down with him, and· 
parted at the Great' Fork, carried down :2.00 Packs, of 100 each, 
2.0000 Beavers; and the other Indians who arrived that Year, he 
computed carried down 300 Packs of 200 each, 30000, in all 
50000 Beavers, and above 9000 Martens. 

The Furs there are much more valuable than the Furs upon 
the Canada Lakes, fold at New-Tork; for thefe will give Five or 
Six Shillings per Pound, when the others fell at Three Shillings 
and Sixpence. He fays, that if a Fott was built at the Great 
Fork, 60 Leagues above rork Fort, and a Factory with Europeatz 
Goods were fixed there, and a reafonable Price was put upon 
European Goods; that the Trade would be wonderful1 y increafed : 
For the Natives from the Southward of Pachegoia could make, 
-it leaft, Two Returns in a Summer; and thofe at greater Di­
frances could make One, who can't now come at all; and above 
double [he Number would be employed in Hunting, and many 
more Skins would be brought to lVIarket, that they can't now 
afford to bring for the Expence and low Price given for them. 
The Stream is fo gentle from the Fork to rork Fort, on either 
Branch, that large Veifels and Shallops may be built there, and 
carry down bulky Goods, and alfo return again againfr the 
Stream: And the Climate is good, and fie to produce Grain, PuIs, 
etc. and very good Grafs and Hay for Borfes and Cattle. And 
if afterwards any Settlements were made upon Pachegoia, and Ve[­
fds built to navigate that Lake, which is not more Northerly 
than Lat. S2 Degrees, the Trade would be frill vafrly more en­
largedand improved~ and fpread the Trade not only up the Ri­
vers and Lakes as far as the Lake Du Bois, and De PltJis, but 
al[o among the Affinibouels, and Nations beyond them, and the 
Nation de Viettx Hommes, who are 200 Leagues Wefrward of 
Pacheuoia. He fays, the Nations who go up that River with Pre­
fents, Co to confirm the Peace with them, are Three Months in 
going up; and fay, they live beyond a Range of Mountains be­
yond the /(fJiniboztels? and that beyon~ them are Nations who 
have not the Ufe of FIre-Arms; by whIch means, many of them 
are made Slaves by them, and are fold to the 4ffinibouels, Pa12is 
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BlaflC, and ChrijJinaux. He faw feveral of t~em, who all wanted 
a Joint of their Little Finger, which, they [atd, was cut off [oon 
after they were born; but gave no Rea[on for it. 

Whilfl: he was at YOrk Fort he got acquainted with an old In ... 
dian, who lived at fame Dillance from Nelfon River, to the "left­
ward, being one of thofe they call the Home Indians, who had, 
about 15 Years ago, gone at the Head of 30 Warriors, to make 
War againft the AttimofPiqttais} 'lete Plat, or Plaflotez de Chiel1s, 
a Nation living NorthWard on the Wefl:ern Ocean of America: 
He was the only one who returned, aU the reft being either 
killed, or perifhed through Fatigue, or want of Food, upon theif 
Return. When they went, they carried their whole Families with 
them, and hunted and fifhed from Place to Place for Two W in­
ters, and One Summer, having left their Country in Autumn, and 
in April following came to the Sea-fide on the Wefiern Coaf!:, 
where they immediately made their Canoes. At fome little Di­
fiance they faw an Bland, which was about a League and a half 
long. When the Tide was out, or Water fell~ they had no Vif atcr 
betwixt them and the I11and; but when it rofe, it covered all tht 
Paffage betwixt them and the Hland, as high up as the VVoozb 
upon the Shore: There they left their Wives and Children, and 
old Men to conduCt them home, and provide them with Pro vi­
fions, by hunting and fhooting for them upon the Road; and he, 
with 30 Warriors, went in Qy.eft of their Enemies the Tete Plat. 
After they parted with their Families, they came to a Streight, 
which they paffed in their Canoes. 'The Sea-coaft lay almoft 
Eafl: and Weft; for he [aid the Sun rofe upon his Right Hand, and 
at Noon it ,was almofl: behind him) as he paffed the Streight, and 
always fet In the Sea. After palling the Streight, they coafted 
along the Shore for Three Months, going into the Country and 
Woods, as they went along, to hunt for Provifions. He [aid, they 
fa w a great many large Black Fiih [ponting up Watcf in the Sea. 
After they had thus coafted for near Three Months, they faw the 
Footfl:eps of fome Men on the Sand, by which rhey judged they 
were not far from their Enemies; upon which, they quitted their 
Canoes, and went Five Days through the Woods and Bullies 
which were but very low and ihrubby, and fo clofe, they could 
with Difficulty make way through it; and then came to the Banks 
of a River, where they found a large Town of their Enemies' 
and, after making their ufual Cry, they difcharged their Arrow; 
and Guns ag~inft thofe who appeared, upon which they fled; 
but upon findmg how few they were, they returned, and killed 

IS 



[ xxxi] 

15 of them, and wounded 3 or 4 more; upon which, they fled 
to the Woods, and from thence made their Efcape to their Ca­
noes before their Enemies overtook them, and, after a great deal 
of Fatigue, got to the Streight; and, after getting over, they all 
died, one after another, except this old Man, of Fatigue and Fa­
mine, leaving him alone to travel to his own Country, which took 
him up about a Year's time; having left his Gun, when hisAm­
munition was fpent, and loft all his Arrows, and, upon his Re­
turn, had not even a Knife with him: So that he was reduced to 
live upon Herbs, and the Mofs growing upon the Rocks; and 
was almoft famifhed when he reached the River Sakie, where he 
met his Friends again, who relieved him, when he defpaired of 
ever again feeing his own Country. This is the Account, fo far 
as 10flph fa France could inform me, of thofe Countries South­
ward of rork Fort, which may be brought to trade there. 
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