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" The expectation of a rupture with the Colonies has struck. the people 
of Great Britain with more terror than they ever felt for a Spamsh Armada, 
or a French invaj>ion. Und~r the present system of management Great 
Britain derives nothing but;. loss from the d'ominion which she assumes over her 
Colonies.'·-SMlTH. Wealth of Nations, chap. vii. Colonial Policy, 
A.D. 1776 . 

• , That'Epgland has benefited immensely by the loss of her North ~meri?an 
Colonies, is a fact no one has attempted- to deny. Yet she spent the Incredlb~e 
sum of £75,000,000 in attempting to retain possession; a monstrou~ error In 
policy indeed: ,for she might have enjoyed the same benefits, that IS to say, 
emancipated her-Colonies, without expending a sixpence; besides saving a 
profusion of blood, !l,nd gaining Qredl~ fOrr g,ener,osity, i~ the eyes of Europe 
and posterity."-SA Y. Political EqonQry,y,. c;hap, xix, Of Colonies and 
their Products, M.D. 1820, Paris. 

" Colonies are the offspring of Monopoly. They add nothing to the wealth, 
and nothing to the strength of an empire. They are WAR-BREEDERS !,'­
DR. THOMAS COOPER. Elements of Political Economy, chap. xii. 
On Colonies. Columbia, U.S. 1829. 

" 'rh!<,st.~tEl' of the, Tr,aclEl with CANADA may.:' be" neferrre.d. to. in pr.oof of 
what has now been stated. It employs a large number of ships and seamen: 
and seems to a superficial observer highly valuable. In truth and reality, 
however, it is very much the reverse. Two-thirds and more of the trade 
with CANADA is forced and factitious; originating in the oppressh'e dis­
criminating duty of forty shillings a loadt imposed on timber from the north of 
Europe, over and above what is imposed on that brouO"ht from a British Settle­
ment in North America. This obliges us to resort to CANADA, whence we im­
port an inferior article at a high.er prine! The di~,ap.!I.antages of this impolitic 
system are numerous and glaring."-MACULLOCH. Statistical Account 
of the British Empire, 1837, chap. iii. Oolonies and Dependencies. 

MARCHANT, PRINTER, INGRAM-COURT. 



bED lOA T ION,. 

To the Right Honorable LORD VIsCi)"HNT MELBOURNE; 
First Lord 'Of the Treasury, &c. &c. 

My tORD, 

I dedicate to your Lordship's instruction tIte 
following admirable argument 'Of BENTHAM-' "EMANCIPATE 
YOUR COLONIES "-at a critical moment of your Lordship's 
pers'Onal reputati0tland politic~l power. CANADA maybe 
the grave of your Lordshipls Cabinet" if this second WIll' by 
Great Britain to perpetuate Colonial dependence and mis­
government is unwisely prosecuted. 

Start not, my Lord, at the boldness of the advice: it is the 
sage counsel of the most profound writer on Political Science, 
enforced by the most enlightened Economists of Europe and 
America. ' 

Revolutionized France, in 1789, cbnfetred on B~rNTHAM: 
the honorary distinction of Citizenship. tn January 1790, 
the new Citizen acknowledged the compliment paid to his 
political character, hot by any fulsotne panegyric on the 
French Revolution, but by the follbwing Address to the Con­
vention, detnblistrating the vital, truths of his ptecept,-" 
"EMANCIPATE YOUR COLONIES." M. TALLEYRAND (then 
a zealous Republican) can inform your Lordship, that this 
Address was mortifying to the pride ahd military spirit of 
France, at war with her West-India Colonies, ahd was there­
fore suppressed. , St. Domingo, was lost, a,nd profitably lost 
to the French Nation. The Negro even burst asunder the 
fetters imposed upon him by the Gallican Whites, and with 
fearful indignation annouriced his independence; declaring 
that the natives of Africa were a speGies of the human race, 
not different from nor inferior in body or mind to the White 
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inhabitants of Europe." I, am a man," elo,que~t1y writes 
the Black Legislator of Hayti, DE VASTEY, emancIpa~ed and 
self-governed. "I feel it in the whole of~y bemg. I 
possess the faculties, mental and corporeal, whIch mark ~y 
affinity to a Divine origina~, and I f~el humbled. at findmg 
myself compelled to enter mto a serlO~s refutatI~n of such 
puerilities, such idle sophisms, to. co~vmce men .lIke myself 
that I am theirfellow. My soul, mdIgnant at thIs excess of 
irrationality and falsehood, compels me, in my turn, to doubt 
the claims of those to the appellation of men, who can dare 
to enter upon the lliscussion of a question no less impious and 
immoral than absurd." * 

Did France suffer by the emancipation of her sable-col~ured 
colonists, except in the loss of blood and treasure saCrIficed 
in an unsuccessful contest? M. SAY, the most celebrated of 
French Economists, in drawing the parallel with the English 
Colonies of North America, will answer the question.-· 

" That England has benefited immensely by the loss of her North American 
colonies, is a fact no one has attempted to deny. Yet shespent the incredible 
sum of 1,800,000,000 fro in attempting to retain possession; a monstrous 
error in policy indeed; for she might have enjoyed the same benefits, that is 
to say, have emancipated her colonies, without expending a sixpence; besides 
saving a profusion of gallant blood, and gaining credit for generosity in the 
eyes of Europe and of posterity. 
. "The blunders committed by the ministers of George III. during the whole 
course of the first American war, in which, indeed, they were unhappily 
abetted, by the corruption of the parliament and the pride of the nation, were 
imitated by Napoleon, in his attempt to reduce the revolted negroes of St. 
Domingo. Nothing but its distance and maritime position prevented that 
s~heme from proving equally disastrous with the war of Spain. Yet, compara­
tIvel!, the independence of that fine island might have been made equally pro_ 
ductIve of, co~me:cial benefit to France, as that of America had been to Eng­
land. It IS hIgh tIme to drop our absurd lamentations for the loss of our colo'­
nies, considere? as a source of national prosperity. Fot, in the first place, 
France now enJoys a greater degree of prosperity, than while she retained her 
colonies; witness the increase of her population. Before the revolution her 
re~enues. c?uld maintain but twenty-five millions of people: they now support 
thIrty mIlh?ns, (1819). In the second place, the first principles of political 
economy w~11 teach us, that th~ los~ of colonies by no means implies a loss of 
th,e trade WIth them., WhereWIth dId France before buy the colonial products? 
WIth her own domestIC products to be sure. Has she not since continued to 
buy them in the same way, though sometimes of a neutral or even an 
enemy?" , 

'"' Refie.ctions on Blacks and Whites, by DE V ASTEY, in answer to the 
Ex-Colomst MAZERES .against SISMOND!. 
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Your Lordship may further advantageously consider M. 
SA y'S general reflections on Colonial Policy, and on the 
dangers to which every minister is exposed in itsguidance.-

" The ancients, by their system of colonization, made themselves friends 
all over the known world; the moderns have sought to make subjects, and 
therefore have made enemies. Governors, deputed by the mother-country, 
feel not the slight,est interest in tbil diffusion of happiness and real 'wealth 
amongst a people, with whom they do not propose to spend their lives, to sink 
into privacy and retirement, or to conciliate popularity. They know their con­
sideration in the mother-country will'depend upon the fortune they return 
with, not upon their behaviour in office. Add to this the large discretionary 
power, that must unavoidably be vested in the deputed rulers of distant posses­
sions, and there will be every ingredient towards the composition of a truly 
detestable g·overnment. 
. "It is to be feared, that men in power, like the rest of mankind, are too little 
disposed to moderation, too slow in their intellectual progress, embarrassed as 
it is at every step by the unceasing man,g\uvres of innumerable retainers, civil, 
military, financial, and commercial, all'Mpelled, by interested motives, to pre­
sent things in false colours, and involve the simplest questions in obscurity, to 
allow any reasonable hope of accelerating the downfall of a system, which for 
the last three or four hundred years must have wonderfully abridged the ines­
timable benefits, that mankind at large, in all the five great divisions of the 
globe, have, or ought to have derived from the rapid progress of disco,;ery, and 
the prodigious impulse given to human industry since the commencement of 
the sixteenth century. The silent advances of intelligence, and the irresistible 
tide of human affairs will alone effect its subversion,"" 

ADAM Si\lITH, in his Wealth of Nations, an authority, as 
professor of Logic and Moral Philosophy in the University of 
Glasgow, not underrated by your Lordship, has clearly ex­
pounded the principles, an adherence to which would quickly 
dispel your Lordship's Canadian embarrassments. In the 
chapter on Colonial Policy, published in 1776, in the me­
morable year of the Declaration of Independence by the 
United States, ADAM: SMITH thus endeavoured to awaken 
his generation to the fictitiousness of the value set upon 
Colonial dominion.-

" The monopoly of the colony trade besides, by forcing towards it a much 
greater proportion of the capital of Great Britain than what would naturally 
have gone to it, seems to have broken altogether that natural balance which 
would otherwise have taken place among all the different branches of British 
industry. The industry of Great Britain, instead of being accommodated to 
a great number of small markets, has been principally suited to one great 
market. Her commerce, instead of running in a great number of small chan­
nels, has been taught to run principally, in one great channel. But the whole 
system of her industry and commerce has thereby been rendered less secure; 

"' Say, Traite d'Economie Politique, tom. i. 
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tbe whole state of her body politic less .he~lthful thRill itot~erwise weii'M have 
been. In her present 'condition, Great Britain .resembles one of those ~m­
wholesome .bodies in which some of the vi.tal parts are overgrown, andwhlCh, 
upon that account, are liable to many dangerous diso~ders scarce incident ~() 
those in which all the parts are more properly.proportlOned. A sm.aU ·stop In 

that crreat blood-vessel, which has been artificiaLly swelled beyond Its natural 
dime~slons, .and through which an unnatural propOltion or the. industry ~nd 
commerce of the country 11as been forced to circulate, is ve,ry lIkely to brmg 
on the mostdang'erous disorders upon the whole body politic. The expecta~ 
tion of a rupture with the colonies, accordingly,. has struck the people of 
Great Britain with more terror than they ever felt for a Spanish armada, or a 
French invasion. It was this terror, whether well or ill grounded, which ren­
dered the repeal of the stamp-act, among the merch~nts at least, a popular 
measure. In the total exclusion from the colony market, was it to last only 
for a few years, the greater part of our merchants used to fancy that they 
foresaw an entire stop to their trade; the greater part of our master manufac­
turers, the entire ruin of their business; and the greater part of our workmen, 
an end of their employment." 

" The monopoly of the colony trade, therefore, like all the other mean and 
malignant expedients of the mercantile system, depresses the industry of all 
other countries, but chiefly that of the colonies, without in the least increasing, 
but on the contrary diminishing, that of' the country in whose favour it is 
established," ,* 

After treating of the evils of colonial possessions, ADAM 

SMITH candidly admits the difficulties of a parent government 
in. conceding emancipation in the face bf the prejudices which 
then gave support to sinister interests, but he;sitates not to 
shew the peace, the profit, and the honour to the whole 
nation to be obtained by such a course, were those prejudices 
dispelled, as now happily they are.-

" Under the present system of' management, therefore, Great Britain de­
rives nothing but loss from the dominion which she assumes over het colonies. 

" To propo.se that Great Britain should voluntarily give up all authority 
over her colollles, and leave them to elect their own magistrates, to enact their 
own laws, and to make peace and war as they might think proper, would be 
to ~rop?se such a measure a~ never was, and never wiiI be adopted, by any 
n~tl~n III the world. No natIon eve~ vol?ntarily gave up the dominion ot any 
pIOVInCe, how troublesome soever It mwht be to govern it and how small 
soe~er :he rev~nue which it aa:orded might be in proportio~ to the expense 
whIch It occ,aslOned. Such saCrIfices, though they might frequently be aO'ree­
able ~o the mterest, ~re always mortifying to the pride of every natioli; cahcl, w~at IS perhaps of stIll great~r consequence, they are always cOhtrary to . the 
pl'lva~e Interest of the goverlllng' part of it, whowould thereby be deptived of 
t?e ,dIsposal of m~u~ pl~ces of t~ust and profit, of many opportunities of acqui­
rIng wealth and dlstmctlOn, whlCh the possession of the most tUi'bule!'J.t and 
to the great body of the people, the most unprofitable province seldom f~ils t~ 
afford. The most visionary enthusiast would scarce be capable of propOSing-

'" Smith, Wealth of Nations, M'Culloch's ed, voI.iii. c.7, p. 26. 27. 36. 
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sllch ~ measu:l'e, with any serious hopes at least'. of its ever b.eing adopt~d. If 
it \\a!l adopted, however, Great BFitain, wbuld not only be immediately.fre,erI 
from the whole annual expense of the peace establishment of the, colonies, hut 
lll,ight settle with thel)l such a treaty of commerce as would effectually secure 
to her a free tllade, more advantageous to the great body of the people, though 
less so to the merchapts" than the monopoly ' which she at present enjoys., By 
thus parting good fdends, the natural affection of the colonies to, tfue mother­
country, which, perhaps, our lab,e dissensi@ns have well nigh extinguished" 
woald quickly revive. It might dispose them not oaly to respect, for whole 
e!lntl),des together, that treaty of commerce which they bad concluded with us 
at pa.rtipg, but to favo\l.r US in war as well as in trade, and, instead, of turblllent 
alld facte~o1!ls subject&, to become our most faithful, affectionate" and generous, 
all~es'; and, the sam,e sort of parental affection on the, one side, and filiall~espect 
o,~ d~~ 04hl')'I'; might revive between. Great Britain and her colollies, which used 
to, subsist betweel).: those of ar;l(:;ient Greece, ap.d the motlle!,' city £rom, which, 
they descended." * 

Your Lordship was educated under the personal tutorage of 
Ptofessor MILLAR; and in the halls of the Glasgow University 
imbibed the principles of civil liberty and political' science 
£rom the public lectulles of the most eminent men in Scot-, 
l~;md. Y OUF Lordship is also conversant with the works of the 
eminent class of writers created by the intellectual labours of 
SMITH and MILLAR. Consider, then, the question of Canada 
Qnly in ref~ren.ce to Bri.tish trade. Mr. M'CULL0CH, in his 
v,l:J.hi,ableSta;tisticaL Account of the British. Empire" exposes, the 
compa)lati ve val \iI.e of our CQIOmercial intel'CQUfSe, with the 
Baltic mid the C'anad'as.-

", A c_ouatry wh.ich founds a colony on the liberal' principle. oil allowing" it, to 
1lrade f1'eely ,vi'th all the world, necessarily possesses, considerable, advantage!! 
in its, markets fl'om ident·ity of language, religion, customs, &c, These at'S 

natural and legitimate sources of preference of which it cannot be deprived; 
!lnd the&e, combined with equal or greater ch!3apness of the products suitable 
for the colonial market'S, will' give its merchants; the complete command of 
them. But' aU attempts at for,cillg a t:mde with colollies are sure to be perni­
<;,ipus, alike to, tJw mother couJltry and the col OilY ;: and make, that, inter.coqrse 
a_ sour.ce of poverty, and ill-wi)l,. which, if let alone, would be a source of 
l:,ecipr.ocal'advantage. 

"The state of th~,tradewith <0anada maybe,]1eferred to,in, proof! of'what 
4as. now, been, stated. It employs a. larg!3 numb~r oft ships and seamen; alld 
seems, to a,superficial, observer, higply valuable. In, trl.jth and reality, how­
{lyeI', it, is very much the rev~rse. 1:wo thirds" and more, of the trade with 
C~nada is forced and factitious; originating in the oppressive dii>criminating 
duty of 408. a load' imposed- on timber' from the north,of Europe; over and 
above what is imposed on that brought from a British settlement in North 
.l¥merici'\; This ()J:Uige.s: us to resort/, to 0anada, whence we import an inferior 

<It Idem. r. 45-7. 
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article at a much' higher price. The disadvantages of this imp~litic system 
are numerous and glaring. To a manufacturing country, havmg a great 
mercantile and warlike navy, tilnber is an indispensable necessary; and yet, 
instead of supplying ourselves with it where ~t may b~ fOl1~d best and cheapest, 
we load the superior and cheaper article with. an exo:bltant duty, and. thus 
do the most we can to make our houses and ships be bUilt, and OUI' machmery 
constructed of what is inferior and dear! But the mischief does not stop 
here. By;efusing' to import the timber of th~ North of Europe, we pr~por~ 
tionally limit the power of the Russians, PrussI~ns, Swe~es, and. Norwe~Jans, 
to buy our manufactured goods; while, by forcmg the ImportatIOn of tImber 
from Canada, we withdraw the attention of its inhabitants from the most 
profitable employment they can carryon; that is, from the cultivation of the 
soil, and make them waste their energie$ in comparatively disadvantageous 
pursuits! Such, either in a less or a greater degree, is the uniform result of 
all attempts to interfere with the natural order of things, and to force a trade 
-whether with a colony or a foreign country, matters not-that would not 
otherwise be carried on."* 

A member of your Lordship's government, Sir HENRY 
PARNEI,L, in his practical work on Financial Riform,. when 
out of office, will bear testimony to the price paid by .this 
greatest of commercial nations for the extraordinary privilege 
of resorting to the worst market.-. . 

" With respect to Canada (including our other possessions on the continent 
of North America) no case can be made out to show that we should not have 
every commercial advantage we are supposed now to have, if it were made 
an independent state. Neither our manufactures, foreign commerce, nor 
shipping, would be injured by such a measure. On the other hand, what has 
the nation lost by Canada? Fifty or sixty millions have already been 
expended: the annual.charge on the British treasury is full £600,000 a 
year; and we learn from the Second Report of the Committee of Finance 
that a plan of fortifying Canada has been for two or three years in progress' 
which is to cost £3,000,000 !" ' 

I could multiply authorities, home and foreign' I could 
cite TURGOT, FRANKLIN, TALLEYRAND, STORCH: CHAR­
DOZO, DR. THOMAS COOPER, MALTHUS, BROUGHAM, Hus­
KISS ON, BARING, RICARDO, TORRENS, SENIOR, (even 
MRS. MARCET or MISS MARTINEAU might awaken. Lord 
GLENE~G to a recollection of t?e elements of colonial policy); 
but I wIll close these quotatIOns by the conclusive demon­
stration by JAMES MILL of the real use and purpose of 
Colonial Possessions,-to produce or prolong bad government. 

" If colonies are so ~ittle calculated ~o yield any advantage '1;1) the countries 
that hold them, a very lmportant questIon suggests itself. What is the reason 

'* Statistical Account of the British Empire, ed. 1837, vol. i. p. 595. 



IX 

that nations, the nations of modern EuroPIl, at least, discover so great an 
'affection for them? Is this affection to be wholly ascribed to mistaken views 
of their utility, or partly to other causes? 

" It never oug'ht to be forgotten, that, in every country, there is ' a Few,' 
and there is ' a Many; , that in all countries in which the government is not 
very good, the interest of ' the Few' prevails over the interest of ' the Many," 
and is promoted at their expense. 'The Few' is the part that governs; , the 
Many' the part that is governed. It is according to the interest of ' the Few' 
that colonies should be cultivated. This, if it is true, 'accounts for the attach­
ment to colonies, which most of the countries, that is, of the governments of 
modern Europe, have displayed. In what way it is true, a short explanation 
will sufficiently disclose. 

" Sancho Panza had a scheme for deriving advantar;e from the government 
of an island. He would sell the people for slaves, and put the money in his 
pocket. 'The Few,' in some .countries, find in colonies a thing which is very 
dear to them; they find, the one part of them, the precious matter with 
which to influence; the other, the precious matter with which to be influ­
enced; -the one, the precious matter with which to make political depen­

'dents; the other, the precious matter with which they are made political de­
pendents;-the one, the precious matter, by which they augment their power; 
the other, the precious matter by which they augment their riches. Both 
portions of the' ruling Few,' therefore, find their account in the possession of 
colonies. There is not one of the colonies but what augments the number of 
places. There are governorships andjudgeships, and a long train of et ceteras; 
and above all, there is not one of them but what requires an additional number 
of troops, and an additional portion of navy. In every additional portion of 
army and navy, beside the glory of the thing, there are generalships, and 
colonelships, and c!'-ptainships, and lieutenantships, and iIi the equipping and 
supplying of additional portions of army and navy, there are always gains, 
which may be thrown in the way of a friend. All this is enough to account 
for a very considerable quantity of affection maintained towards colonies. 

" But beside all this, there is another thing of still greater importance; a 
thing, indeed, to which, in whatever point of view we regard it, hardly any 
thing else can be esteemed of equal importance. The colonies are a grand' 
source of wars. Now wars, even in countries completely arbitrary and despo­
tical, have so many things agreeable to the ruling few, that the ruling few 
hardly ever seem to be happy, except when engaged in them. There is 
nothing to which history bears so invariable a testimony as this. Nothing is 
more remarkable than the frivolous causes which almost always suffice for 
going to war, even when thel'e is little or no prospect of ga,ining, often when 
there is the greatest prospect of losing by it, and that even in their own 
sense of losing. But if the motives for being as much as possible in war are 
so very strong, even to governments which are already perfectly despotic, they 
are much stronger in the case of governments which are not yet perfectly 
«espotic, -of governments of which the power is still, in any considerable 
degree, limited and restrained. 

" There is nothing in the world, where a government is, in any deg-ree, 
limited and restrained, so useful for getting rid of all limit and restraint as 
wars. The power of almost all governments is greater during war than during' 
peace. But in the case of limited governments, it is so in a very remarkable 
degree. 

" In thefirs-t place, there is the physical force of the army, and the terror 
B 
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and awe which it impresses upon the minds of men. In the ~ext .pl~, the~e 
is the splendonr and parade, which 'captivatll and subdue the llnagmatwn, an:d 
make men contented, one would almost say ha~py,to ~ ~Iaves. Al~ t~1S 
surely is not of small importance. Then there IS an addItional power With 
which the O'ov.ernment is entrusted during war. And, far above all, when the 
government is limited by the will of only acert~in portion of the people; . as 
it is, under the British government, by the will of those who suppl:y WIth 
members the t~ Houses of Parliament; war .affo,rds the greatest pOl'tl0~. of 
the precious matter with which that win may be guided and .seoored. Noth~mg 
augments so much the' quantity of that po,rtion of thiS natIOnai wealt~ wInch 
is placed .at the command of the go¥e.rnment as wa.>r. Of course, nothmg puts 
it in the power of government to create so gTeat a number .@r .dependents, so 
great a numiber of persons, bound by the.ir hDpes and Cears to do .and say 
whateller it wishes them to do and s,ay. 

" Of the proposition, that colonies .are a gra~d 1S0Ul'ee ~f wars, and J)f 
additional expense in wars; that ilxiPellSe, hy which the rtulmg few alway.s. 
pront at the 008t of the subject many; it is not p:roha.Me that much .of proof 
wj]J .be required. 

" With regard to additional .expense, it can hardly .alJilpearto be Jess thap. 
self-evident. Whenevei' a war breaks out, additional troops ,and an additiol}aI 
portion of navy are alwaysr.equired fo.r the pJ'otection ,of the colonies,. &.!liIl 
during peace, the colonies afford the .pretext for .a large portion of the peaoe 
establishment, as it is ,called; that ,is, a mass .of w,arlike ,apparatus and expelilse, 
wh.ich would be ,burdensome even in a season of war.. How mUClh the cost 
amounts to of a smaIIadditiomal portion, not to ,speak of a larg.e adlllitionaI 
portion, of army and navy, Englishmelll hav;e .had ,experience to instruct them; 
and how g,reat .the misohief :w:hieh is done by every ;]!larticle of um.necessary 
expense, theyare·dailly .becQming more and more capable of seeing ,and :u-n­
,dro:standing. 

" That the colonies multiply ex.ceedingly .the ,causes ,an,d p:r.etexte of war 
is matter of hisltory; a;nd might have been £Ol:eseen, before r.ea,ping ,t.he ir.uits 
,of a bitter experience. Whatever brings FOU in ,contact with a gl'.e.lIIter number 
,of states" it'lCFeaSes, in the .same proPQr,tion. those cIashings of interest and 

, ;pride, out of which the pretexts for war are frequently c!l'eated. It :would 
exhibit a .:result which probably would surprise a good many r.eaders, if .any 
h.ody wtmldexamine ,all the wars which have affiicted .tkis ,country" ,.from ,the 
tIme w~en she first Iilegan to ha:ve .colQl1ies" and would show ho:w v:ery g;reat ,a 
proportIOn of them .have ,g,ro:w:n ,out of -colony disputes.""' 

I will not 10000gerdetain your LO'l·dship from a consideration 
of the principles which are now heaving the socia] structure 
of q,anada. from its hasis,and which .are 8.0 unanswerably 
elum@.ated T.n the Icomp:rehensive argument of BENTHAM, by 
any dIscussIOn of t!he superficial "question ""of :CAN ADA, as 
!he me:e point upon which these principles are brought to 
Issue, ~S caUed,-whether tbeg.rievances now alleged 'by the 
CanadIans are or are not well-founded,-whether the causes 

" Supplement ,to the EncycIopredia BJ1itannica. 
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of complaint do or do not justify the Colonists in their 
struggle for national independence,-whether your Lord­
ship's government can. or cannot succeed in coercing 
Canada again to political submission. The PUBLIC PRESS 
of GREAT BRITAIN and Ireland, now penetrating every 
cre~ice of society, will amply discuss the~e secondary 
subjects. In the commencement of the American War the 
w~oJe country and the entire press supported the British 
mInIstry. A reaction however speedily followed the national 
fanaticism. And do not, my Lord, be misled by sinister or 
subservient writers. The Daily Press of London, of any or 
even every party, cannot long impose on the public mind 
even captivating errors. Provincial Journals and cheap pub., 
lications are instructors who have broken down the monopoly 
and who share the influence of the self-styled National Press. 
The last Sunday of the old year brought forth seven metropo­
litan weekly newspapers which dispersed in one day upwards of' 
one hundred thousand stamped copies of articles on Canada,~ 
all more Or less exciting the sympathy of the People in favour 
of the Colonists, and representing our colonial brethren as 
" more sinned against than sinning."* This is not the age, 
n1y Lord, to confine your observation exclusively to the votes 
of the House of Commons or to the opinions of a defective 
Electoral Body. Woe betide that British Statesmen, who, 
in 1838, and on such a question, blindly closes his eyes to 
real Public Opinion. 

PUBLIC OPINION, my Lord, when imminent affliction 
challenges its judgment, will now penetrate the surface, and 
both perceive and declare that no Colony is or can be well 
governed, and that no Colonists are without real grievances. 
A succession of Governors of a Colony, and of Commis- , 
sioners of Inquiry-alternately changed by party, and gene­
rally selected from aristocratic "connexion"-never can con­
sistently or wisely govern a far distant colony. As strangers 
they will be al w;:tys miserably ignorant of the character, 
interests, habits, and manners of the governed; and, thus 
uninformed, they must be nec.essariJy s~bje.ct to the i?fluence 
of local caball ists or the actIOn of preJ udlced colomal func­
tionaries. First-class public men of the mother country will 

'II 30th December, 1837. The Spectatur, Examiner, Weekly True Sun, 
W~ekly Chr0llicle, Guide, London Dispatch, and Planet. I 



XlI 

seldom accept colonial appointments; h.onest public .men are 
rarely offered governorships. Is.it possIble for electI~e local 
Legislative Assemblies to co-eXIst. advan~ageously: WIth Su­
preme Councils self-elect or nommated m Dbwnmg-Street, 
Westminster? Is your Lordship's " Colo.nial Depart~e~t" 
constructed so as to direct with unerring wIsdom the polItICal 
administration of our vast Colonies - distant communities, 
numbering ten times the population of th~ J?arent. c?u~try.'---"' 
differing in climate, origin, language, relIgIOn, CIVIl mstItu­
tions, and forms of local government! Can your present 
Colonial Secretary of State, and two English Barristers pro­
moted to secretaryships, guide or assist your Lordship in the 
present crisis of Canada? Y our memorabl~ Resolutions, trans­
mitted to Canada without means to enforce obedience, were 
to satisfy and tranquillise th'~ lower province. BURKE said,. 
in his celebrated speech on conciliation with America,­
" Sir, to speak the plain trvth, I have in general no very 
exalted opinion of the virtue of paper government." Your 
Lordship, however, may yet foHow' the eloquent counsel of 
BURKE, on that occasion,-" Lay the first stone of the 
Temple of Peace!" 

My Lord, it would be grossly unjust to place to your 
Lordship's account the" dead weight" of Colonies strangling 
this country. It is not the creatiori of your Lordship's 
Administration, but one of the precious legacies left us 
by Toryism. Your Lordship is now, however, responsible 
for the colonial administration of the existing system; and 
the Canadas, with two millions of human beings, are now 
partially dependant on your personal decision,-for WAR 
or for PEACE. Your own countrymen have given you credit, 
what~ver you~ past political conduct or present views, for 
sagaCIty to dIscern the " spirit of the age," and for moral 
cour~ge t~ conform to it. Will you, on this question, 
sustam or Irrevocably lose that character which alone upholds 
you as a Statesman and Prime Minister? 

.On the 16th of January Parliament re-assembles. You 
wIll then have to elect your course, which, once taken, 
canno~ be altered by your Lordship, however succeeding 
PremIers may endeavour to retrace your Lordship's steps. 

You may transport troops and munitions of war to the 
Canadas;. you n~ay spill to.rrents of human blood; you may 
succeed m partlally arraymg Upper Canada against the 
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Lower Province; you may temporarily put down " insur­
rection" and "revolt;" but the ultimate consequences of 
such vain and miserable policy will be EMANCIPATION. 
The blow is struck. The final result of the civil contest is 
merely a qu.estion of time. Canada will be henceforth (as 
was prophesIed by Dean TUCKER of our former Transatlantic 
States) a charged cannon, ready for instant explosion when 
the match should be applied. We taught the Pensylvanians 
the use of arms in militias embodied against the Indians. The 
Lower Canadians were instructed in the use of arms when they 
were arrayed by Great Britain in the last war against the United 
States. If your Lordship enrols the volunteers of Upper Ca­
nada against the Lower Province, will they be hereafter more 
governable than at 'present, or the less liable to disaffection? 
If you "put down" theinsur;rection to-day, will you sup­
press a second revolt to-morrow? Will not the flame of 
independence. only smoulder for a time, and burst out with 

. redoubled fury? Will not revenge and a rapidly-increasing 
population eventually overcome the Mother Country? Your 
temporary success, my Lord, will ensure only ultimate failure. 
Combine, then, an enlightened and pronounced remedial 
policy with every security for the rights and property of 
British settlers. Call to mind the American War, and the 
false influences which ruinously misled the NORTH Admini­
stration. "The sanguine people of this country would do 
well, though the retrospect cannot be pleasing, sometimes 
to turn back their thoughts upon this unhappy contest,--:-­
to recollect that measures, triumphantly voted wise and just, 
and vigorous, proved only wasteful folly,-that a spirit of 
arrogant domination, and heedless indifference to the rights 
of others, lost the wing of an empire,-that there may be 
abounding loyalty, with very deficient prudence ;-and that 
counsel called. factious, because opposed to the wishes of the 
Court, may, when misfortune shall have silenced both 
sycophancy. and ~rejudice, come to be acknowledged ~s. the 
oracles of WIsdom. * Close your eyes and ears to ~he SIlllster 
misrepresentations of" City m~rchants" and .interested political 
advisers. Lord BROUGHAM, III a work wl1lch does honour to 
his early years, sensibly pourtrays the two interests,-that of a 
body of merchants, favoured by the aristocracy, and that of 

;0 Edinburgh Review, vol. xiii. p. l53. Life of Washington. ' 
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an enlightened, tmbiassed, and tax-payingpublic,-which are. 
still diametrically opposed on Colonial P~licy :-" While t.he: 
., Mercantile theory favoured the establIshment of colom~s 
" by every possible means, and viewe~ them ~s a certaitl. 
" mine of wealth; that of the EconomIsts consIdered them: 
" as a drain to the resources, and a diversion to the force of 
" the mother counti;y. Statesmen of the former school (as 
" almost all statesmen have been) encouraged them; as the 
" scene of rich and secure monopoly. The converts of thlr 
" latter doctrine (whos{j influence on public affairs has un .. 
" fortunately been very slender) disapproved both of the 
" Colonies und of the colonialrnonopoly."* 

The majority of the Loudon merchants, my Lord, will hark 
you on to war as they urged Lord N ORTR to conflict with the 
Colonies in 1765. Bristol, o11e of the chief entr'e-p6ts of North 
American commerce; in 1766 sent an energetic representation, 
to Parlian1tmt from her principal merchants and inhabitants that 
the city would be infallibly ruined by the acknowledgement of 
American independence. Separation, however, became a matter 
of necessity; and ten years had not elapsed when the Bristol 
merchants petitioned Parliament for leave to enlarge and 
deepen their port, which, instead. of being deserted, as they 
had apprehended, was incapable of receiving the influx of 
additional shipping poured into its docks by the commerce 
of the Americans. Liverpool has since numbered two hundred 
thousand inhabitants cl.'eated by American trade. • 

It IS llbW haughtily said in regard to Canada, " What! give 
up the rivet St. Lawrence?" My Lord, it was demanded of 
Lord NOR'TH,-" Will you then abandon to rebels the rivers 
Delawere, Susquehannah, and Mississipi ?" Have those great 
feed~rs of the Atlantic Ocean subsequently proved less pro­
ductIve sources of wealth to Great Britain? Lord CHATHAM 
once declared in Parliament, "that the British Colonists had no 
RlGRTto manufacture even a nail for a horse-shoe." More 
nails, however, are now exported from Staffordshire to the 
United States in one year than England then manufactured in 
the ~ame period. Lord CRA TRAM: afterwards implored the 
ParlIament to concede independence to the States, in the 
Inetnorable counsel~" RECTITUDE IS DIGNITY, OPPRESSION 

,.. An Inquiry into the Colonial Policy of the European Powers by Henry 
.,Brougham, Esq. 18'03, vol. i. p. '7. ' 



.ONL.Y IS MEAN.NESS, .AND JUSTICE aONoliR." The general 

.ay In England III 1764: wa;s, "The people of NEW-ENGLAND 

.were a body of cowards, who would at once be humbled into 
submission by a hostile look from our troops; the appe.ar,ance 
of Ellglisht troops would be :suffident, and aU wDuld be soon 
,over, 8in? glade." Victory, however, dedar.ed for the new 
Englanders. Thus your Lordship was told that '" French 
Canadi~ would not fight," when yourdespatch.es proclaimed 
~at the same moment th;:J.t they fought " like tigers." 

My Lord, you were warned in the preceding S.ess.iO[]l of the 
certain effect of your memorable " Resolutions." You did 
not listen to reasou, Dr. Price records the teJIlper of his 
times, under similar circumstances; a parallel to your present 
situatiDn:~ 

" All who knew any thing of the temper of the Colonies saw that 
the effect of all this sudden accumulation of. venge!l:nce, wouJd probably 
be not intimidating but exasperating them, and driving them into a general 
revolt. But our ministers had different apprehensions. They believed 
that the malecontents in the Colony of Massachusets were a small party, 
headed by a few factious men; that the majority of the people would take the 
side of government, as soon as they saw a force among' them capable of sup­
porting them; that, at worst, the Colonies in general would never make a 
common cause with this province; and that, the issue would prove, in a few 
months, order, tranquillity and submission.-Every one of these apprehen­
sions was falsified by the events that followed." '" 

The Ministerial Press tells us, that if the Canadians have 
grievances, they have no cause for their declaration of inde­
pendence. It is now admitted that the United States in 1764 
had such cause; it was denied when they first cast off sub­
mission to Great Britain, and false motives were ascribed to 
" traitors :" D;. Price wisely met the fallacy:-" I have 
" heard it said by a person in one of the first departments of 
" the state, that the present contest is for DOMINION on the 
" side of the colonies, as well as on ours: and so it is 
" indeed; but with this essential difference: we are. strug­
" gling for dominion over OTHERS; they are struggllllg for 
" sE.LF-dominion-the noblest of all blessings." t 

My Lord, I warn your Lordship that the WAR with 

'" Observations on Civil Liberty, &c. and the Justice and Policy of the 
War with America, ed. 1766, pp.91-92. 

t Idem, p.74. 
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CANADA may involve. the fate of our entire COLONIAL 
SYSTEM. Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Brun'swick,­
our colonial possessions in the East and::- the West Indies,­
may be revolutionized by its conseq uences. The democratic 
spirit, engendered by this contest, will act and re-act 
throughout Great Britain and our vast dependencies. And 
bear in mind, my Lord, that in CAN ADA, if the advice be not 
now followed, yet nece~sity will, at no distant period,-it 
may be through fields of blood and disgrace,-bring second 
scorn upon a late obedience to Bentham's great precept of 
honour and of peace,- . 

" EMANCIPATE ·YOUR COLONIES !" 

PHILO-BENTHAll!. 

London, 1st Jan. 1838. 
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