
ARC TIC E X P E D I T ION S. 

RETURN to an ADDRESS of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 10 May 1850;-for, 

"COPIES of INSTRUCTIONS from the Admiralty to Captain Austin, R. N., c. E., 

and to any other Officers in Her !\Jajesty's Service engaged in Arctic Expe
ditions, since the Date of the last Parliamentary Return." 

SCHEDULE OF PAPERS. 

No. J.-Copy of a Letter from Captain Hamilton, Secretary of the Admiralty, to 
Captain Penny, of the Ship" Lady Franklin," dated 10 April 1850. 

No. 2.-Copy of a Letter from Captain Hamilton, Secretary of til e Admiralty, to 
Mr. James Saunders, Master, commanding Her Majesty's Ship" North 
Star," dated 10 April 1850. 

No. 3.-CoPY of Orders from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to Mr. 
William Penny, of the Ship" Lady Franklin," in charge of an Expedition 
to the Arctic Seas, dated 11 April 1850. 

No. 4.-CoPY of Orders from the Lords Commissioners of the Aclmiralty to 
Captain Horatio T. Austin, c. B., of Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," in 
charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas, dated 2 May 1850' 

Admiralty, 1 
28 May 1850,f 

J. II. Ha.1j, 
Chief Clt-rk. 

- No. 1.-

CoPY of a LETTER from Captain Hamilton, Secretary of the Admiralty, to 
Captain Penny, of the Ship "Lady Franklin." 

Sir, Admiralty, ) ° April 1850. 
I A~ comma~~ed by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 

herewith the orlgmal and duplicate of a letter addressed to Mr. Saunders, master, 
co.m!llanding Her Majesty's store ship "North Star," in the Arctic seas, con
tammg instructions for his guidance; one of which my Lords rcqu.est you ~vill 
take charge of yourself, for delivery to that officer, should you fall In wIth hIm; 
and the other you are to put in the possession of Mr. Stewart, of the ship" Sophia," 
for the same purpose. 

I have, &c. 
Captain Penny, (signed) 117. A. B. Hamilton. 

Ship " Lady Franklin," Aberdeen. 
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ADMIHALTY INSTHUCTIOr\S TO CAPTAIN APSl'I;\, &c. 

- No. 2.--

COP\, of a LETTER from Captain Hamilton, Secretary of the Admiralty, to Mr. 
James Saunders, Master, commanding Her Majesty's Shi p " North Star." 

Sir, Admiralty, 10 April 1850 . 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint 
you, 

1. That Sir James Ross havincr returned to England in the month of November 
last, without having discovered Many traces of the missing cxp:~ition ~nder ~ir 
John Franklin's orders, and the necessity for the stores and provIsions With which 
he was charged ueing deposited as direct.ed being all the more urgent, my Lords 
can only trust that you have been aule to land them accordingly. 

2. That as our last Reports from you were dated 19th July 1849, lat. 74° 3', 
long. 59° 40', W., the anxiety on the part of their Lordships to receive further 
intelligence of your nroceedings is great; and they can t.herefore otJly I~ope,. ill ~he 
event of this despatch reaching you, and of your not havmg succeeded In ?fiurdmg 
succour to any of Sir John J;'ranklin's party, that it may find you retuflllllg with 
Her Majesty's ship under your command to England. 

3. And that in order that you may be in full possession of all that has occurred, 
or that has been done since your departure, relative to the relief of Sir John Franklin, 
you are herewith furnished with a printed Return which will put you in complete 
possession of the state of tbe case; and to which my Lords have only to add, that 
four ships under the command of Captain Austin, two of them being auxiliary 
steam vessels, are now fitting at W I)olwich, in addition to the two vessels under 
Captain Penny's orders, and by which this despatch is sent, for the purpose of 
continuing the search after Sir John Franklin's expedition (irrespective of private 
expeditions from this country and the United States) ; and that as supplies of stores, 
especially coals, would be most needful for these vessels, as an auxiliary, you arc 
to land at the 'Vhale Fish Islands, or at Disco, whatever proportion of coals or 
provisions you consider you can with propriety spare, returning without loss of 
time to England. 

I am, &c. 
Mr. James Saunders, (signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 

Master Commanding H.M.S. "North Star." 

-No.3.-

COpy of ORDERS from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to Mr. 

William Penny, of the Ship "Lady Franklin," in charge of an Expedition 
to the Arctic Seas, dated 1 1 April 1850. 

By the Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. &c. 

I. Her Majesty's Government having determined that further endeavours shall 
be made to trace the progress of Her Majesty's ships" Erebus" lind "Terror," 
under the command of Sir John Franklin, and to resume the search after that 
expedition; and having resolved to employ you in the command of the two 
vessels, the" Lany Franklin " and" Sophia," which bave Let!D equipped for th"t 
service; you are hereby required and directed, so soon as the said vessels shall be 
in all respects ready for sea, to proceed with them with all due dispatch to Davib's 
Strait. 

2. In entrusting you with the above command, we do not deem it advisahle 
to furnis~ you with minute i.lIstructions as to the course you are to pursue. 
~n acc~ptUlg. yo~r offer of serVice, re.gard has been ~Ia~ to yo?r long experience 
JD arc~c ~avlga~lOn, an~ to the ~ttenuon. you had eVidently paid to tl.e subject of 
the mlsslIlg ships. "e deem It expedient rather that you should lie instructed 
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ADMIRALTY INSTRUCTIONS TO CAPTAI~ AUSTIN, &c. " 
J 

in all the circlllIlstances of the case, and that you should ue left. to the exercise of 
your own judgment and discretion, in combining the most active and f'nergetic 
search after Her Majesty's ships" Erebus" and" Terror," with a strict and careful 
regard to t~e safety of the ships and their cre\~s under youI' cbarge; and with a 
fixed attentwn to that part ot your orders winch relate to YOUI' rcturnin(T with 
those ships to this country. 0 

3. For this purpose you will be furnished with copies of the ori"inal itlstruc
tions given to Sir John Franklin, and which instructions will indica~ the course 
be was directed to pursue, together with our orders and directions to Sir James 
Ross, when be was dispatched 011 a search after Sir John Franklin, ill the spring 
of IS48. 

4. You will be aware that the case virtually stands 110W as it did then. Sil 
.. Tames Ross, from adverse circulllstances, tililed in discovering traces of ttie missing 
expedition. 

5. OUf orders of the 9th May 1848, to Sir James Ross, will still serve as tllc 
indication of our views of the general cuurse you will have to plIrslIe; uut it 
being om' desire that a certain strait, known as Alderman Jones's Sound, and 
which would not appear to have uccn as yet c\umiIlcd, should be searched; vou 
are hereby required and directed to proceed ill tile first instance to that sou~ld, 
closely examining the shores for any traces of Sir John Franklin's course, and 
proceeding, sbould it offer the means of your doing so, in the direction of Wellington 
Strait, and on to the Parry Islands and Melville hland. 

6. On your proceeding in the above direction, too much vigilance eml11ut be 
observed in your search along the variolls shores, for traces of th(; lIlissing 
expedition; at the same time, you will bear in mimI tlmt Sir Jollil Frallklill's 
orders were" to push on through Lancaster Sound, without stopping to examine 
any opEnings north or south of that sOllnd, till he had rcaehed Care \Valker .. " 
And although it may be po~sible that the ol-structiollS incident to Ilmigation in 
those seas, may bave forced Sir Juhn Franklin north or south of his prescribed 
course, yet that his principal object would be, the gaining the latitude and 
longitude of Cape Walker. 

7. To that point, therefore, failing your di~covcrin~ traces of the E~ pedition in 
your course by Jones's Sound and the Parry Islands, your efiorts will be directed, 
and beyond this, your own judgment must be your principal guide. 

S. The circumstance of Sir James Ross having partially searched the shore~ 
of Lancaster Sound and Barrow's Strait, as tin west as Cape Rennell, without 
di::icovering traces of Sir John Frallklin's ships, has led, in some quarters, to the 
supposition of an extreme case, viz., that failing to get into Lancaster SOLllld, 
Sir John Franklin had proceeded in the direction of Smith's Sound, at the head 
of Baffin's Bay. 

g. We do not deem it expedient to direct your attention specially to this sound 
(or supposed sound); but should your passage by JOlles's Sound, to which yuu 
are specially directed, be early and absolutely impeded, and there should appear to 
you to be the time (without hazarding the only remaining chance of procceuing til 
Wellington Strait, the Parry Islands, and Cape Walker by Lancaster Sound) for 
examining Smith's Sound, you are at liberty to do so; but this is a contingency 
scarcely to be contemplated; as, in the event of your being frustrated in the at tempt 
to get to the westward, and to\\ ards Wellington Strait by Jones's Sound, the late 
period of the year when Smith's Sound is said to be open would rellder it difficult, 
if not impossible, to combine a search in that quarter with the securing a passage 
into Lancaster Sound before the season closed. 

10. Much of the painful anxiety that now existsrcspcctillg the lIlissing ship., 
might possibly have been avoided, if greater care had been taken to leave t~aces 
of their progress. You will consider it rigidly your duty, alld a ~atter of the 
utmost imporlance, that every means should be adopted for mal'klllg your own 
track . 
. For this purpoEc yon will provide yourself with an ample supply of. red a~ld 

white lead for making paint; and in addition to the usu.al pole or staff, or calm 
of stones, usually looked for on a cape or headland, you WIll, where,ver tlJ~ colour
ing of the cliff or shore admits of a mark being made in strong rehef, pamt a red 
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" Resolute," 
" Assistance," 
" Intrepid." 
" Pioneer." 

4 A/)MIRALTY li\STRCCTIOl'\~ TO CAPTAIN AUSTIN, &c. 

or white cross, as the case may be, clepositing as near to its base as possible, and 
at right angles "ith the perpendicular part of ~llch cross, a bottle or other vess.cl. 
containing a short summary of your. proceedings up to the date of the deposit; 
an account of the state ()f your supplies alld resources, the health of your party, 
and your further intended course. 

I J. There remains btl t to caution you as to your retu1'll with your ships to this 
country. . 

These ships have been provisioned and stored for three years; but you will 
bear in mind that this liberal supply is to meet contingencies separate on the one 
hand from the victualling of yuur o\\'n people, and on the other from a needless, 
reckless, and hazardous continuance in the arctic regions. 

You have been victualled to supply the missing expedition, or any part of it 
you may providentially discO\'er; here is the one contingency: unforeseen impedi~ 
ments, or a certain prospect of coming lip with any part of the missing expedition 
compelling you to pass a second winter in the ice, is the otiler; uut our 
directions to you are, first, to use your utmost endeavours (consistent with the 
safety of the lives of those entrusted to your command) to succour in this slimmer 
the party under Sir John Franklin, taking care to secure your winter quarters in 
good time; and 2d, that the same active endeavours will be used by you in the 
ensuing summer of 1851, to secure the return of your own ships to this country. 

I 2. We refer you to the instructions contained in par. 2) of Sir John Franklin's 
orders, for your guidance in the event of one of your ships being disabled, or 
in case of any accident to yourself; and in par. :2:.:! of the same orders, are full 
instructions as to transmitting reports of your progress to our Secretary, for our 
in/ormation; to both of whieh you will strictly attend. 

13· In conclusion we have only to repeat the expressions of our confidence 
in your skill, and in your known ardour in a generous cause; and we commend 
you and those with you to a good Providence, with our earnest wishes for your 
success. 

Given under our hands this I I th April 1850. 

(signed) F. T. Ba/'in,f}. 
J. I r. D. Dundas. 

U\ command of their Lordships, 

IV. A. B. Hamilton. 

~Ir. William Penny, Ship" Lady Franklin," 
in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas~ at Aberdeen. 

- r\o. ,-1.-

COpy of ORDERS from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to Captain 
Horatio T, Austin, c. B., of Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," in charge of an 
Expedition to the Arctic Seas, dated 2 May 18.50 • 

By the Commissioners for executinO' the Office of Lord HiO'h Admiral of the 
United Kingdom of d~eat Britain and I reland, Bee . 

. l. I.IAn~G appoint~d y~u to the command of the expedition which it is the 
lIltentlon of Her Majesty s Government to dispatch on a further search for Her 
Majesty's ships "Erebus" and "Terror," under the command of Sir John 
Fran~hn, you are hereby required and directed to take the vessels named in the 
marglll under your command; and so soon as they are in all respects ready, to put 
to sea, and .to make the ,best of your way to Da~is'. Strai~s, for the express purpose 
of prosecutmg a most vigorous search for the mlssmg shIps. 

2. ":e have d,irected you to be furnished with a copy of our orders, which 
were glv~n to Str John Franklin, and which will afford you full information how 
he \\~as (hre~led to proce~d. ,"~e have likewise ordered you to have a copy of 
our ll~structlOn~ to Captam £11' James Ross, and to these we have to direct your 
especial attentIOn. 

J. The 



ADMIRALTY INSTRUCTIONS TO CAPTAIN AUSTIN, &c. 

3. The various papers which have been laid before the Houses of Parliament 
have also been sent for your information: by reference to them you will be made 
aware that we have taken the opinion;; of the most aole and experienced persons 
connected with Polar navigation relative to the missing expedition; you will 
observe that many valuable conjectures have been made, aud it has been suggested 
that Sir John Franklin may bave effected his passage to Melville Island, and been 
detained there with his ships. It bas again been suggested as possible that his 
ships may have been damaged in the ice in the neighbouring ~ea, and tbat with 
his crews he may have abandoned them and made his escape to that island. To 
these, as well as the other possibilities, you will not fail to give every proper 
weight. 

4. It therefore appears to us to be a main object of the expedition for you to 
use every exertion to reach l\lelville Island, detaching a portion of your ships to 
search the shores of Wellington Cbannel and the coast about Cape Walker, to 
which point Sir J. Franklin VIlas ordered to proceed. We trust that a diliuent 
examination of the~e several places will afford you some certain trace or re~ord 
of the missing expedition, which will enable you to form an opinion of the best 
course to adopt for their rescue. As your course of action must clear! y depelld 
on such information, we consider it unnecessary to give you any definite or 
specific instruction, and inexpedient to bind you down to any certain line ot' pro 
ceeding. We confide in your knowledge and experience of the navigatioll uf 
the Polar Seas; and, placing just reliance on your energetic character and zeul, 
we leave you entirely unfettered to do what may seem to you best for attaiuing 
the great object of the expedition entrusted to your charge, feeling assured that 
you, as well as all those under you, will use your utmost exertions to afford relief 
to our unfortunate countrymen, and to justify the reliance we have placed ill 
you. 

5. The officers whom we have consulted have expressed an opinion Illat no 
vessel should be allowed to prosecute the search alone; and it is fOi' this reason 
that to your own and to Captain Ommanney's ship an auxiliary screw vessel has 
been attached; we therefore direct your attention to this important consideration. 

6. Your ships have been fully equipped ann provisioned for a period of three 
years, to meet any emergency which may arise from falling in with Sir John 
Franklin's party. In ar.ldilion to these supplies there are stores and provisions, 
&c. left by Sir James Ross at Port Leopold, and a further store was sent out in 
the "North Star" in the summer of last year. These will be available for you in 
case of necessity, but you are not to consider them as a part of your own stock, 
but as a reserve for the aid of any of Sir John Franklin's party who may reach 
that spot, or as a depot on which any party may fall back upon should they 
unfortunately be separated from their ships. 

7. In the prosecution of your search you will use your utmost efforts during 
this summer, taking care not to lose any opportunity which may be open to you of 
getting to the westward, and of securing your ships in some safe harbour before 
the winter sets in, from whence you will dispatch such overland parties as the 
means placed at your disposal will permit. On the return of the open season of 
185] you will again renew your search; but it is our intention and directions that 
VOIl shall return to England in the autumn of that year, unless some trace should 
be found of the missing expedition, which may lead you to believe that a delay 
may contribute to their rescue, and which may justify a deviation from our 
orders. 

8. You are aware that this is not the only expedition fitting out or being dis
patched with the same object; one such, under the command of Mr. Penny, of 
Aberdeen, has already sailed for Davis' Straits, provisioned as your own for a 
period of three years. We furnish you with a copy of the instructions under 
which he is acting, and we desire that you will render him any aid and assistance 
in your power, as well as to any otber expedition, either from this country, the 
United States of America, or froUl any other nation, so far as you may be able to 
do so, without risk of crippling the resources of the vessels under your command. 

9. You will take the utmost care in leaving memorials of your track ill the 
usual manner, and in every prominent place, and enjoin the same precaution upon 
all the ships and land parties detached from you or them. , 

39;. 10. You 



6 ADMIRALTY INSTRUCTIONS TO CAPTAIN AVSTIN, &c. 

10. You will keep your second in com~and. well inform~d of the ins~ruction8 
under which you are acting, consulting .wIth him on all POlots, ~nd statl.ng your 
o"n views as to the best mealls of carrymg them out; so that no mformatloQ may 
be wanting on his part if accident to yourself should cause him to succeed to the 
command. 

11. As soon as you reach the Whale Fish Islands, to which rendezvous the 
" Emma Eugenia" transport has already been dispatched, and that you have dis
trihuted the supplies taken on board tbat vessel for the use of the expedition, you 
will send her to England, and you will also give orders to the master of the 
"North Star," should you fall in with that vessel, to return home. 

l~. The several vessels thus placed under your command have been fitted out 
under your own immediate superintendence, and with every attention to the wants 
and requirements of the great enterprise you have volunteered to undertake. The 
officers in command of the vessels composing it, and who are animated with the 
same ardour as yourself, have been selected by you with our full concurrence, as 
to their fitness for this particular service; all that could be effected by the 
generous sympathies of your Queen and your country has been done; and it only 
remains for us to conclude our instructions with an earnest prayer that success 
may attend your exertions, and that a good Providence may guide your councils, 
and be your constant defence. 

Given under our hands, this 2d of May 1850. 

To Horatio T. Austin, Esq., c. B., 

C"ptaill of Her Majesty's ship" Resolute," 
in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas. 

F. T. Baring. 
M. F. F. Berkeley. 

By command of their Lordships, 
J. Parker. 
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