
ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS. 

RETURN to an ADDRESS of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 7 February 1851 i-fur, 

'COpy or EXTRACTS from any CORRESPONDENCE or PROCEEDINGS of the 

BOARD OF ADMIRALTY, in relation to the ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS, including 

those more recently sent forth in resumption of the Search for that under 
the Command of Sir John Franklin:" 

" COPIES of any INSTRuCTIONS from the ADMIRALTY to any Officers in Her 
Majesty's Service, engaged in ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS, since the Date of the 

last Parliamentary Return on the said subject (in continuation of Parlia

mentary Papers, No. 107 and No. 31:17, of Session 185·0):" 

" And, COPY or EXTRACTS from any CORRESPONDENCE or COMMUNICATIONS 

from the Government of the UNITED STATES, or from Her Majesty's 

Minister at Washington, in relation to any Search to be made on the part 

of the United States, or from its Territory, for the EXPEDITION under 

Sir John Franklin." 

Admiralty, } 
7 March 1851. 

(Sir Robert Hurry Inglis.) 

J. H. HAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Priltled, 

7 March 1851• 
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Papers relating to the Arctic Relief Expeditions. 

-No. 1.-

INFORMATION relating to the UNITED STATES EXPEDITION in search of 
Sir John Franklin and his Companions. 

CA. and B.) 

No. 1. CA.) 

COpy ofa LEITER from H. U. Addington, Esq., to J. ParRa', Esq., M.P. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 25 May 1850. 
I AM directed by Viscount Palmers ton to transmit to you herewith, for the 

information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a despatch 
from Her Majesty's Minister at \Vashington, enclosing a copy of a resolution 
passed in Congress relative to the sending out of two American vessels in search 
of Sir John Franklin and his companions. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) H. U. Addington. 

Enclosure to No. I (A.) 

My Lord, Washington, 6 May 1850. 
I HAVE the honour to enclose herewith a copy of a joint resolution which has 

passed both houses of Congress, authorizing the President to accept and attach 
to the navy two vessels offered by Henry Grinnell, csq., of New York, to be sent 
to the Arctic seas in search of Sir John Franklin and his companions. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) H. L. Bulwcr. 

Viscount Palmerston, &c. &c. &c. 

Sub-Enclosure to No. I CA.) 

By Authority. 

PUBLIC Ac'rs passed during the First Session of the Thirty-first Congress.-
Public, No.4. 

JOINT resolution authorizing the President of the United States to accept and 
attach to the navy two vessels offered by Henry Grinnell, esq., of New York, 
to be sent to the Arctic seas in search of Sir John Franklin and his com
panions. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of REpresentatives of the United States 
of Am.erica in Congress assembled, that the President be, and he is hereby, 
authorIzed and directed to receive from Henry Grinnell, of the city of New 
York, t.he two vessels prepared by him for an expedition in search of Sir John 
Franklm and his companions; and to detail from the navy such commissioned 
~nd warrant officers, and so many seamen as may be necessary for said expedi
tIon, and who may be willing to engage therein. 

The said officers and men shall be furnished with suitable rations, at the 
discretion of the President, for a period not exceeding three years, and shall 
lJave the use of such necessary instruments as are now on hand, and can be 
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N spared from the navy, to be accounted for or returned by the offieers who shall o. I. 

Information reo recei ve the same. . I ffi d h II 
lating to the United Se .) Be it further resolved that the said vesse s, 0 eers, an men s a 
States Expedition. be ine~ll'respeets under the law~ and regulations of the n~vy of the Unit~d 

States until their return, when the said vessels shall be dehvered. to the said 
Henry Grinnell. Provided, that the .United States shall n.ot b~ hable to a~y 
claim for compensation in case of the loss, dam.age, or deterIOratIOn of the said 
vessels or either of them, from any cause or III any maimer ~hatever, nor be 
liahle to any demand for the use or risk of the said vessels or either of them. 

Approved, 2d May 1850. 

No.1 (B.) 

CoPY of a LETTER from II. U. Addington, Esq., to John Parker, Esq., -M.P. 

Sir Foreign Office, 24 June 1850. 
I A~l 'directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you herewith, for the 

information of .the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a despatch 
fmm Her Majesty's Minister at. Washington, forwarding ~ .copy i~ print of the 
instructions O'iven to the officer m command of the expedItion wluch has been 
"l'llt in search of Sir John Franklin by the United States government. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) H. U. Addington. 

Enclosure to No.1 (B.) 

':\ly Lord, Washington, 9 June 1850. 
I K~ VE the honour to enclose herewith a copy of the instructions addressed 

by the secretary of the United States navy to Lieutenant de Haven, the officer 
in command of the expedition in search of Sir John Franklin, prior to the sail
ing of that officer from this country. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. 

Viscount Palmerston, G. c. B. 

&c. &c. &c. 

(signed) H. L. Bulwer. 

Sub-Enclosure to No.1 (B.) 

United States Navy Department, Washington, 
Sir, 15 May 1850. 

HAYIXG been selected to command the expedition in search of Sir John 
Frauklin and his companions, you will take charge of the two brigantines, the 
" Advance" and the" Rescue," that have been fitted out for that service, and 
as soon as you are ready proceed with them to sea, and make the best of your 
way to Lancaster Sound. 

TI~ese vessels hav~ been fl~rnished to the government for this service by the 
mumficence of a private CItIzen, Mr. Henry Grinnell of New York. You wiii 
therefore be careful of them, that they may be returned to their owner in good 
condition. They have been provisioned for three years. 

Passed Midshipman S. P. Griffin has been selected to command one of the 
vessels, you will therefore consider him as your second in command. Confer 
with him, and treat him accordingly. 

Tile chief object of this expedition is to search for and if found afford relief 
to, ~ir Jo~m Franklin of the Ro~~l Navy, and his c~mpanions. ' 

'-.ou wIll t~erefore use all dliI&ence, and make every exertion to this end, 
paylllg attenh~n as you &,0 to subJ~cts ~f scientific inquiry, only so far as the 
same ~ay not lllterfere With t~e mam ?bJect of the expedition . 
. Havmg passed Barrow Strait, you WIll turn your attention northward to Wel

lington Channel, and westward to Cape Walker, and be governed by circum
~tances as to the course you will then take. 

Accordingly 
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. Accordingly you will exercise you own discretion after seeing the condition No. 1. 

()f the ice, sea, and weather, whether the two vessels shall here separate, one for Information re
Cape Walker, and the other for Wellington Strait, or whether they shall both lating to the United 
proceed together fo~ t~le one .place or the other. States Expedition. 

Should you finu It ImpossIble on account of the ice to get throuo'h Barrow 
Strait, you will then turn your attention to Jones\, Sound and Smith's Sound. 
Finding these closed or impracticable, and failing of all traces of the missinG' 
expedition, the season will probably then be too far advanced for any othe~ 
attempts. If so, you will return to New York. 

Acquaint passed Midshipman Griffin before sailinG', and from time to time 
during the voyage, fully ~vith all your plans and i~tentions; and, before you 
sail from New York, appOInt a place of rendezvous; change it as often as cir
cumstances may render a change desirable; but always have a place of rendez
vous fixed upon, so that ill case the two vessels of the expedition may at any 
time become separated, each may know where to look for the other. 

Nearly the entire Arctic front of the continent has been scoured without find
ing any traces of the missing ships. It is useless for you to go there, or to re
examine any other place where search has already been made, you will therefore 
confine your attention to the routes already indicated. 

The point of,maximum cold is said to be in the vicinity of Parry Islands. 
To the north and west of these there is probably a comparatively open sea in 

summer, and therefore a milder climate. 
This opinion seems to be sustained by the fact, that beasts and fowls are seen 

migrating over the ice from the mouth of Mackenzie Ri n~r and its neighbour
ing shores to the north; these dumb creatures are probably led by their wise 
instincts to seek a more genial climate in that direction, and upon the borders of 
the supposed more open sea. 

There are other facts elieiteq by Lieutenant Maury in the course of his inves
tigations, touching the winds and currents of the ocean, which go also to confirm 
the opinion, that beyond the icy barrier, that is generally met with in the 
Arctic Ocean, there is a polnia, or sea free from ice. 

You have assisted in these investigations at the National Observatory, and are 
doubtless aware of the circumstances which authorize this conclusion, it is there
fore needless to repeat them. 

This suppused open sea and warmer region to the north and west of Parry 
Islands are unexplored; should you succeed in finding an opening there, either 
after having cleared Wellington Strait, or after having cleared Parry Islands 
by a northwardly course from Cape Walker, enter as far as in your judgment it 
may be prudent to enter; and search every headland, promontory, and con
spicuous point for signs and records of the missing party. Take particular care 
to avail yourself of every opportunity for leaving, as you go, records and signs to 
tell of your welfare, progress and intentions. 

For this purpose you will erect flagstaff's, make piles of stones, or other marks 
in conspicuous places, with a bottle or banaca buried at the base, containing 
your letters. 

Should the two vessels be separated, you will direct Passed Midshipman 
Griffin to do likewise. 

Avail yourself of every opportunity, either by the Esquimaux or otherwise, 
to let the department hear from you; and in every communication be full and 
particular as to your future plans and intended route. . 

If by any chance you should penetrate so far beyond the icy barrier as to make 
it, in your judgment, more prudent to push on than to turn back, you will do so, 
and put yourself in communication with any of the United States naval forces, or 
officers of the Government, serving in the waters of the Pacific or in China, 
according to your necessities and opportunities. Those officers will be instructed. 
to afford you every facility possible to enable you to reach the western coast ot 
the United States in safety. 

In the event of your falling in with any of the British searching parties, you 
will offer thelll any assistance of which tiley may stand in need, ant! which it may 
be in Jour power to give. Offer also to make them acquainted with your intended 
route and plans, and be ready to afford them every information of which you 
may Ilave become possessed concerning the object of your search. . 

In case your country should be involved in war during your absence.o.n tIllS 
iervice, you will on no account commit, or suffer anyone of the expedItIOn ~o 
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commit, any the least act of hostility against the enemy, of whatever nation he 
may be. . 

NotwithstandinO" the directions in which you have been recommended to carry 
your examination~ you may, Oil arriving out upon the field of operation, find 
that by departinO" from them, your search would probably be more effectual. 

The departme~t has eycry con.fidence in yo~r judgment, and relies in~plic~tly 
on your discretion; .and should It ~ppe~r durmg the voyage that by dlre~t~ng 
your attention to pomts not na~ed III th~s letter, t~aces of the .absent expedltl?n 
would probably be found, you Will not fall to examme such pomts; but you Will 
on no account usch·ssly hazard the safety of the vessels under your command, or 
unnecessarily expose to danger the officers and men committed to your charge. 

Unless cil:cumstances should favour yon, by enabling yon to penetrate (before 
the young ice begins to make in the fall) far into the unexplored regions, or to 
discover recent traces of the missing ships and their gallant crews; or unless 
you should gain a position from which you could commence operations in the 
season uf 1851 with decided advantage, you will endeavour not to be caught in 
the ice during the ensuing winter, but. atter having' completed your examinations 
for the season, make your escape, and return to New York in the fall. 

You are especially enjoined not to spend, if it can be avoided, more than one 
winter in the Arctic regions. 

\Vishing you and your gallant companions all success in your noble enterprise, 
and with the trust in God that He will take you and them into his holy 
keeping, 

I am, &c. 
(signed) Wm. Ballard Preston. 

'1'0 Edwin J. de Haven, Lieutenant, 
Commanding the American Arctic Expedition, 

&c. &c. &c., N ew York. 

- No. 2.-

CoPY of a LETTER from H. U. Addington, Esq. to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty, forwarding Naval Intelligence from Her Majesty's Consul-General 
at the Sandwich Islands. 

Sir, . Foreign O~ce, 7 September 1850 . 
. I AJlI directed by the Se.cr~tary of State to transmit to you, for the informa

tIOn of the l:0rds CommiSSIOners t)f the Admiralty. the"" copy of a despatch 
from Her ~faJesty's Consul-general at \r oahoo, containing naval intelligence. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) H. U. Addington. 

Enclosure to No.2. 

EXTRACTS of a LETTER from :\Ir. C?nsul-General i1Jiller, dated Woaho\), 
30 AprIl 1850. 

CAPTAIN Roys, ~o whom. I referred in my despatch, No. 20, of the 11 th or 
Oc~ober 184~, and m m~' private letter to you of the 12th of the same month, 
arrIved at tIus port foUl: days ?go from the United States, vili San Francisco, in 
command of the whalmg ship" Sheffield," of 600 tons burthen remarkably 
well. manned. and found, belonging to New York, and purposes'in a week to 
contmue on hlS course to the Arctic sea. 
H~ assures me th~t he i" fully determined to go as far north as the ice will 

perml~, and to use hlS utmost endeavours to obtain tidinO"s of Sir John Franklin 
and IllS party. " 

Captain Roys is still of opinion .tlmt a north-west passage may be found, amI 
that the chances of ,,?ccess ID findmg one are much greater by an easterly than 
hy a we!'terly conrs~, In consequence of the prevailing westerly winds and north
east current. He thmb, also, that land exists in about 70° due north of Behring"s 

Straits, 
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Sttaits, because, he says, that in steering in that precise direct.ion he always Enclosure to No.z. 
found the water too shallow, whilst when he deviated either towards the north-
east or north-west, hiR soundings did not decrease. 

Captain Roys hoped to have reached the Sandwich Islands a month since, 
,and to have sailed again hence at least three weeks ago for the Arctic. He trLl~ts, 
however, that he is still in good time. 

I have been expecting here for the last month Her Majesty's ship" Herald," 
but she has not yet made her appearance. The tlW vessels of \\'31" which it 
appears were to have sailed from England last January for these islands, on their 
>way to the Arctic, cannot well reach Honolulu until the elapse at least of another 
month. 

-1\"0. ~.-

PROCEEDINGS of an EXPEDITION by the way of Behring's Strait, undel" the 
Command of Captain Collinson, c. B., of Her l\Tajesty's Ship" Enterprise." 

CA. to 1\'1.) 

No.3 CA.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Capt.ain Collinson, c. B., to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Sllip " Enterprise," Possession Bay, 
Sir, Magellan Straits, 10 April 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you t.hat Her Majesty's ship under my command 
reached this place to-day, after a passage of 80 days from England; that I ha\'e 
not seen the "Investigator" since the 1st of February, and that it is my intention 
to proceed to-morrow through the Straits, leaving the "Gorgon" to follow with 
our consort when she arrives; and that should she not do so eariy, 1 shall make 
my way to the 8andwich Islands direct, instead of complying with their Lord
ships' directions and calling at Valparaiso. The necessity of this deviation will, 
I trust, be a sufficient reason; as I look upon our arrival in Behring's Straits 

-during the first week in August to be essential to their Lordships' orders. 
The "Gorgon" will supply both vessels with the amount of provisions 

expended, since leaving England, nearly, and as Captain Paynter has made 
arrangements for the procuration of bullocks and vegetables, during our pas
sage through the Straits, the object of refreshing the sllip~' companies wiII be 

-obtained. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) Rd. Collinson, Captain. 

No.3 (B.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Collinson, c. n., to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Enterprise;' Fortescue Bay, 
Sir, Straits of Magellan, 18 April 1850. 

I HAVE tlle honour to report to you, by the" Nancy Dawson," that Her 
Majesty's ship under my command reached Possession Bay, in the Straits of 
Magellan, on the loth of April, where I found the" Gorgon." 

The" Investigator" not having arrived, I deemed it advisable to push on by 
myself, leaving orders with Captain Paynter to join me in the Straits, on the 

_ 17th, should the" J nvestigator" not appear. 
We reached this place, being favoured with fine weather, and having staye~ a: 

-.day at Sandy Point, for the purpose of procuring fresh beef, on th.e mornmg 
of the 16th, I had the happiness of heing joined by the "Gorgon' a.nd th~ 

97. A 3 " Inv~stlgator 
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" InvestiO'ator" yesterday afternoon; so that we are now in a condition to fac e 

the most'" difficult portion of the navigation, with 10 days' fuel. independent of 

what can be spared from. the di~covery ships in case of nee~, w~ICh I have l!ttl e 

douut, by choosing our tIme, WIll be sufficIent to take us faIrly mto the PacIfic; 

yet as the period for our arrival in Be~ring's Straits is dra~iDg on so fast, I f.eel 

myself under the necessity of proceedmg from here straIght to the SandwICh 

Islands, as the time lost by calling at Valparaiso would lessen the probability of 

Illy reaching the ice by the 1st August. 
Under tlds conviction, our provisions have been completed from the" Gorgon," 

and with the 10 days' fresh beef we have obtained here, together with the stores 

their Lordships have provided for the health of the crews, I have little doubt but 

that the object they had in view by ordering me to repair to that port will be 

obtained, and that the health of the ships' companies will nGt be impaired by 

foreg'oing a relaxation, while the main object of their Lordships' instructions 

would be lust. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) Richard Collinson, Captain. 

No.3 (B.)* 

COpy of MEMORANDUM of Commander ]li'Clure, relative to an Alteration in the 

Scale of Victualling on Board Her Majesty's SlJip "Investigator." 

Her Majesty's Discovery Ship "Investigator," at Sea, 

(Lat. 52° 36' S., Long. 80° 44' W.). 25 April 1850. 

IN consequence of the peculiar service upon which this ship is employed ren

derinl? it impossible to procure any vegetables whatever, I have deemed it 

expedIent fur.the ~reservation of the health of the ship'£ company, and at the 

recomm~ndatlO? of the surgeon, that the accompanying scale of victualling should 

ue Sll?~tltute? for. that at present n:;:~d, established in the Admiralty regulations. 

~t IS my d11'ectlOn that you substitute the said scale, and issue rations to the 

slup's company accordingly, untH further orders. 

(signed) Robert M'Clure, Commander. 

Mr. Joseph C. Paine, Clerk in Charge, 
Her Majesty's Discovery Ship" Investigator." 

Enclosure to No.3 (B).* 

SCALE of YICTl'ALLI"G for One Man for 14 Days. 
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No.3 (C.) 

COPY of a LETTER from Anthony Barclay, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty's Consul 
at New York, to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Britannic Majesty's Consulate, New York, 
Sir, 23 September 1850. 

I BE~ leave to ~close to you herew~th a despatch addressed to you, which I 
have .thIS, day !e~elved from. the San?wlCh Islands by the way of Panama. Mr. 
Wylhe, tne ml~llster of foreIgn relatIOns at Honolulu, transmitted it to me, with 
the note of whICh I take leave to enclose a cop v, for the information of my Lords 
<dommissioners ofthe Admiralty. • 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Anthony Barclay. 

Enclosure to No.3 (C.) 
Mv dear Sir, Honolulu, 27 June 1850. 

NO·3'· 
Proceedings of an 
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CAPTAIN COLLINSON, of Her Britannic Majesty's Ship" Enterprise," is anxious 
that the accompanying despatch should be forwarded to the Admiralty with the N, 

least possible delay. ~ 
He left the "Investigator" all well off Cape Pillar; she is expected every • 

day, but Captain Collinson is so anxious to get to the north, that he will not 
wait for her. 

He will take in here what fresh provisions he can, and will sail in three or four 

dafs~howed him Dr. Rae's letter to you, published in New York, 13 April, 
showing that all the coast from Behring's Straits to eastward of the Copperrnine 
River, had been searched in vain. 

I am, &c. 
Anthony Barclay, Esq., 

Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, New York. 
(signed) R. C. Wyllie. 

No .. 3 (D.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Collinson, C.B., to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Enterprise," 
Sir, Oahee, 26 June 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you, that Her Majesty's ship under my com
mand reached this place yesterday, after a passage of 65 days from the Straits of 
Magellan. ' 

I avail myself of a vessel on the point of sailing for San Francisco to transmit 
this, and will forward a more detailed account of my proceedings and intentions 
by the" Swift," previous to my departure, which I hope will be at the end of the 
week. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Richard Cotli~son, Captain. 

(No. 104.) 
No.3 (E.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Rear-admiral Hornby, c. B.; to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 

Sir, . "Asia," at Valparaiso, 17 September, 1850 • 
. . 1.. I HAVE tile honour to acquaint you, f9r th!! i~.format~on"of t~e Lords .Com

mISSIoners o~thIilAdmiralty, that Her Majesty's brIg" SWIft arrIved at. thI,~ port 
en the 15th lDstant" .bringing me the last aceounts from. the "'EnterprIse and 
~' Inv.estisator." 

Q7L .A. 4 2. I enclose 
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2, I enclose for their Lonlships' information, copies of the. l.etters .1 have 
received from Captain Collill5on and Commander M 'Clure, detaIlm&" theIr pro
ceediugs up to their arrival at the Sa~dwieh Isl~n.ds; and I also forwa~d the 
returns of state, ant! condition, and remams of provISIOns 00 boar~ both ShIpS. 

3. The" Ellterprise " arrived at Honolulu, Ju.ne 25th, and saIled Jun~ 30th, 
and the" Invcsti,rator" anived July 1st, and Sal led July 4th. The aSsIstance 
reudered by COl1l~ander Aldham, and the ship's company of the "~wift;' in em
barking provisions, water, and other stores, enabled the commandmg officers of 
both 'TSSelS to grant their crews a short leave of abse~lce; and c.ommancier 
Aldham informs me, tlmt all 011 board proceeded on theIr v?yage III the best 
spirits, and were anxious to commence their arduous ulldertak.mg. 

4. The despatches which were com'eyed to the SandwIch Islands by the 
" Swift," were of course dcli\'ered to Captain Collinson, and although the 
" Cockatrice " did not reach Honolulu until three days after the "Enterprise" 
lJad sailed, I am happy to add, the despatches which she conveyed were delivered 
to the charge of Commander l\l'Clure on the 3d July. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) P. Homby, 

Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure 1 to K o. 3 rE.) 

Her Majesty's Ship" Enterprise," 
Sir, Oahee, :W June 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you, that Her Majesty's ship undcr my com-
malld reached this place on the 25th instant, after a passage of G5 days, from 
the Straits of Magellan. 

The severity ot'the wcather after entering the IJacific, prcvented any commu
nication with the "Gorgoll;" I have therefore had no previous opportunity of 
reporting that I had taken the liberty of removing a boatswain's mate from 
that vessel into the "Investigator," as acting boatswain; the boatswain of that 
ship having been left behind at Plymouth. 

The necessity of making the LJest of my way to Behring's Straits without the 
least delay, induced me also to take from her all the provisions she could spare, 
and steer at once for these i~lands, instead of rcsorting to Valparaiso. 

Wbile in the Straits of Magellan, the Governor of the Chilian settlcment, on 
my urgent application, supplied the ships with four bullocks; the necessity of the 
case he begged might be represented to his government, as by his insl1:uctions 
he is forbidden to kill any of the cattle. 

The" Inycstigator" not having arrived, and the season bein IT so far advanced, 
I have determined to proceed alone, leaving ordcrs for Comm~nder M'Clure to 
follow with the utmost ~lispatch; and that if he is prevented by the scverity of 
the weather from fol,Iowlllg ~e mto the pack~ he is to cruise along the edge, so 
long as the season will pemnt; and then ha\'ll1IT deposited under the charITe of 
I " PI "11 I . . I k to, to t le over, a t Ie pronslOns s le can ta'c care of he is to proceed to r al-

paraiso to repl~nish, returning to the Straits by the m~nth of June. 
I am much mdebted to Commander Aldham for the cordial assistance he has 

afforded in completing our supplies; and should the" I llyestio'ator" arrive on 
the 1st, ~ have taken the liberty of desiring him to remain a today or tl\O, so a,; 
to expedite her. 

I have, &c. 

To Rear-Admiral Hornby, C.B. 
(signed) Richard Collinson, Captain. 

Commander-in-Chief, &c. &c. &c. 

Enclosure 2 to No.3 (E.) 

Sir, 
Her Majesty's Discovery Ship" Investigator," 
. . Woahoo, 1 July 1850 . 

. I BAV~ tIlt' honour to acqual~t.you WIth my arrival at this place, for the 
IDformatIcn of the Lords CommISSioners of the Admiralty, and to state that at 

3 p.m. 
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3 p.m. on the 20th Ap.ril, we weI:e taken in tow by Her Majesty's steam sloop No. ;{. 
"Gorgon," off Cape PIllar, blowI~g fresh from the westward, which gradually l~roce~d!ngs of au 
increased to a gale, when the towmg hawsers carried away upon the 21st, at EXpe(htJOn ~Y ~he 

h G " . d' '11 f way of BehnnO"s 1 a. m. ; t e" orgon remame III company tI 10 a. m. 0 that day, when, Strait " 
being unable to render any further assistance, she ran to leeward, with the inten- _. __ _ 
tion of falling in with the" Enterprise." At 1 a. m. of the ~2d observed a rocket 
and blue light, but could not distinguish the vessel; answered the signal, expect-
ing at dayligl?t to see h~r, but was disappointed. Fro?} that date to 12th 
May we expenenced notlllng but st1:ong westerly gales, WIth heavy sea, when it 
began gradually to TI?oderat:, varymg from. S .S. W. to north, with occasional 
squalls and heavy ram, untIl thc 2d Junc, m lat. 17 deg. 46 min. S.; long. 
105 Jeg. 54 min. W., it settled into the S.E. trade, drawing to E.N.E. as we 
passed to the northward of the Equator, which wind has continued until our 
arrival at this anchorage. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Robert M'Clure, Commander. 

The Senior Nayal Officer of Her l\Iajesty':" 
Ships and \T essels at Oahee. 

No.3 (F.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Collinson, c. B., to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship "Enterprise," 
Sir, Oahee, 29 June 1850. 

1 AVAILED myself of a vessel sailing to California, to report our arrival here 
on the 25th instant; and I now take the opportunity of the "Swift" retnrning 
to Valparaiso. 

On entering the Pacific, owing to the bad weather and mountainous sea, the 
" Gorgon" could not communicate; and as there was little likelihood her assist
ance would be of any avail until we reached a more temperate latitude, I sig
nalled her to return to Valparaiso on the 23d April. 

A continuation of westerly winds compelled us to pass to the eastward of Juan 
Fernandez and St. Felix; and not getting the S.E. trade until we reached the 
19th degree of south latitude, our passage from Cape Pillar has occupied 
65 days. 

By the" Swift" I have received their Lordships' despatches, dated in l\Iarch, 
together with the Parliamentary Heports and Esquimaux vocabularies; but 
I regret to add, that the baBoons have been left behind, either at Panama, or 
they have been carried on to California, in the American steam vessel. 

Captain Kellet, who sailed from here on the 25th May, has appointed Cape 
Lisburne as a rendezvous, whither I shall proceed to-morrow, having completed 
water to 60 days, and provisions . 

. I am sorry to report that the "Investigator" has not arrived; but as some 
tl~e will be lost in communicating with the "Plover" and "Herald," there is 
~tIll a hope that the two vessels may join company previous to entering the 
Ice. 

I enclose a copy of the orders I have left for Commander M'Clure, which 
cont.ain my intentions, as far as I can be guided by the information I have 
receIved. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Rd. Collinson, Captain. 

97. B Enclosure 
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Enclosure to :No, 3 (F.) 

:;\rE~!oRANDU)I. 

Her }Iajesty's Ship" Enterprise," Oahee, 
:.!9 June 1850. 

So soon as Her Majesty's ship under your command is fully complete with 
provisions, fuel, and water, you will make the best of your way to Cape lis
burne, keeping a good look out for the " Herald" or casks, and firing guns in 
foggy lI'eather, after passing the Island of St. Lawrence. The whalers also may 
afford you information of our progress. 

Should you obtain no intelligence, you will understand that I intend to make 
the pack, close to the American :-;hore, and pursue the first favourable opening 
west of the coast ~tr('am, pressing forwards towards Melville Island. 

In the event of meeting land, it is most probable that I would pursue the southern 
shore; but conspicuous marks will be erected if practicable, and information 
buried at a 10-foot radius, 

As it is necessary to be prepared for the contingency of your not being able to 
follow by the ice closing in, or the severity of the weather, you will keep the 
" lnve;.;tigator" as close to the edge of the pack as is consistent with her safety, 
and remaiu there until the ~l'a'lJn compels you to depart, when yon will look into 
KotzeLue Sound for the " Plover," or information regardin~ her position; and 
havin~ deposited under her eharg'e a twelvemonth's prm'ision, you will proceed 
to Yalparaiso, replenish and ret.urn to the straits, bearing in mind that the months 
of June and Julv are the most favourable. 

A letter from' their Lordships' hydrographer, relative to the variation of the 
compass, is annexed; and you will bear in mind that the value of these obser
vations will be greatly enhanced by obtaining the variation with the ship's head 
,tt every second or fourth point of the compass occasionally; and the" Investi
,:!,'ator" should he swung, for deviation, in harbour, as often a~ opportunity may 
offer. 

Should you not find the" Plover," or that any casualty has happened to render 
jH:~r inefficient as a depot, you will take her place; and if (as Captain Kellett 
supposes) Kotzebue Sound has proved too exposed for a winter harbour, you will 
proceed to Grantly Harbour, leaving a notice to that effect at Chamisso Island. 

The attention of your officers is to be called, and you will read to your ship's 
company, the remarks of Sir John Richardson concerning the communication 
with the Esquimaux, and which are contained in the Arctic Report received at 
Plymouth. 

"Your operations in the Sl~a~()ll of 1851 cannot he guided by me, nor is there 
aJ~ y occasion to urge you to proceed to the N. E.; yet it will he highly (I('~irable. 
previous to entering the pack, that you comvleted provisions from the whalers 
and obtained as much rein-deer's meat as possible. Captain Kellett's llarrativ~ 
will point out where the latter is to be had in most abundance, and where coal 
can be picked up on the beach; but husband the latter article durincr the winter 
1.)' using all the drift wood in your power. "" 

In the event of leaving the straits this season, you will take any weak or sickl," 
men out of the " Plover':' and .replace them from you~ cre~; affording Com
mander Moore all the aSSIstance In your power, and leaVIng WIth him :\Ir. ~Iurt
ching the interpreter, together with the instructions which you have recei\'(.d 
with rrgard to his accommodation. 

To Commander M'Clure, 
Her Majesty's Ship" Inyestigator." 

Richard Collinson. 

S?ould ~~ be .t~e opinion of ~;omman?er Moo~e that the services of the " 10-
Yestlgator . ShIp s c?mpany, In explorIn.g partIes during the spring, would bf' 
atten~ed WIth materIal ben~fit to the object of the expedition, he will, notwith
standIng ~hese orders,"~etam you ~or that J?urpose; but care must be taken that 
:r.our effiCIency, a~ a saIhng ~'e5:;e1, 15 not cnppled by the parties not returninO' in 
tIme for the openIng of the Ice. 0 

(signed) R.C. 

No.3 (G.) 



ARCTIC EXPEDITION UNDER SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 

No.3 (G.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Commander M'Clure to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Discovery Ship" Investigator," 
Sir, Honolulu, 4 July 1~50. 

11 

I HAVE the honour to rrport, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that I arrived off this port upon the 1st instant, from which 
I learnt, with much regret, that the "Enterprise" had only sailed the previous 
day; and came into the harbour upon the 2d, when replacing my spars and com
pleting provisions for three years, to commence from the 1 st September next, 
proceed this day for Behring's Straits, to endeavour carrying into effect the orders 
left for me by Captain Collinson. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Robt .. M'Clure, Commander. 

No.3 (H.) 
(N o. 122.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from J. Parker, Esq. M. P., Secretary of the Admiralty, 
to Rear Admiral Hornby, c. B., Commander-in-Chief on the Pacific Station. 

Sir, Admiralty, 14 December 1850. 

No. ;). 
l>roceediogs of a; 
Expedition by tIl< 
way of Behring's 
Strait. 

I Alii: desired by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you 
that they consider it to be of the utmost importance, that in accordance with the 
7th paragraph of the orders which their Lordships gave to Captain CollinsOll (a .'e._ 
copy of which is herewith enclosed), there should be an efficient depot, or point l'a~,;': o~ 01 ['.1-/ 

of succour, in the most favourable quarter within Behring's Straits, and as far in ~(",/:,}{u. J07 'or 
advance as possible, on which the" Enterprise" and" Investigator" may haw ~ 
to fall back, and where, in case of any disaster occurring to those V('~"cls, the 
crews may be sure of finding a safe asylum. 

As the" Plover" will have passed three winters in the ice it will be nec(s~aJ':\-, 
if she is to remain a fourth, to furnish her with an ample supply of stores, fuel, 
clothing, and provisions, and to withdraw such of her crew as l1Iay have alread~' 
suffered, or who may be desirous of quitting those regions; such men only being
permitted to remain as may volunteer their services, and UPOll whom a :~tJ'i('t 
medical survey sh-ould be held. 

I am therefore to signify their Lordships' ciirections to you, immediately on 
receipt of this despatch, to cause one of Her Majesty's ships under your orders to 
b~ equipped for the above purpose; and to order her captain to proceed forth
With, by the Sandwich Islands, provisioning her to the fullest extent, and 
prov!ding her with as large a quantity of fuel and antiscorbutics as can be 
obtamed. 

At the Sandwich Islands he will probably learn the " Plover's" rendezvous; 
and he is to use his utmost endeavours to reach Behring's Straits before thc 
" Plov.er" is afloat, and carefully refit her for the service in question. 

TheIr Lordships further desire you will call for volunteers from the squadron 
under your command, in order to form a crew for the" Plover" until the autumn 
of 1852,. when it is probable that the "Plover" will be withdrawn; and besides 
the ~redlt they will derive from cheerfully coming forward for such au arduous 
serVIce, you will offer them double pay, as a further incentive, from the date of 
their joining the" Plover." 

In the possible contingency of the" Plover" being thrown upon ~hore by tile 
pressure of the ice in Kotzebue Sound, and rendered unfit for the service, you 
are to direct the captain of such ship as may be dispatched to receive her crew, 
and to secure Her Maje~ty's ship under his command in some convenient barb?ur 
n:ar the entrance of the straits, for the purpose of passing there tbe ensulIlg 
wlD~er of 1851, placing ample notices of the spot selected, in the event of any 
partles either from Sir John Franklin's ships or from those of Captain Cull!n~on 

9i- B 2 arnvmg 
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arrivinO" in the sound' it being the intention of mv Lords, if nothing be heard 
before ~hat period of ~ither of tho~e expedi tions, t~at ~l~e shall be relieved by 
another vessel from your squadron III the summer of 18;):.. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. Parker. 

No.3 (I.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Commander JJl'Clu1"c to the Secretary of thc 
Admiralty. 

Her Majesty',.; Discovery Ship" Investigator," at Sea, 
(Lat. 51 0 :W' N.; Long. 1720 35' W.), 

Sir, 20 July 1850. 
As I haye received instructions from Captain Collinson, c. n" clear aud 

to nnl'lllbarrassing, (a copy of which I enclose) to ~r?ceed to ,Cape Li~burne, in the 
'£,\,\c\O;;U

tC hope of meetino' him in that yicinit\', as he antIcIpates bemg detamed a day or 
~ two by the "Plover" in Kotzebue" Sound, it is unnecessary to add that every 

exertion shall be made to reach that rendez\'ous, but can scarce venture to hope 
that, even under \'ery favourable circumstances, I shall be so fortunate as to 
accomplish it, el'l' the "Enterprise" will have rounded that Cape, as, from her 
superior sailing, she hitherto having beaten us by eight days to Cape Virgins, 
and from Ma~;elian Straits tu '" aohel' six. It is, therefore, under the probable 
case that this \essel may form a detached part of thc expedition, that I feel it 
my duty to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admi
ralty, the course which, under such a contingency, I shall endeavour to pursue, 
ancl have to request that you will lay the same before their Lordships. 

1st. After passing Cape Lisburne it is l1ly intention to keep in the open water, 
which, frol11 the different reports that I have read. appears, about this season of 
the year, to make between the American coast and the main pack, as far to the 
eastward as the 130th meridian, unless a favourable opening should earlier 
appeal' in the ice, which would lead me to infer that I might push more directly 
for Banks' Land, which I think i:; of the utmost importance to thoroughly 
examine. 

In the event of thus far succeeding, and the season continuing favourable for 
further operations, it would be my anxious desire to get to the northward of 
Melville Island, and resume our search along its shores, and the islands adjacent. 
as long as the navigation can be carried on, and then secure for the winter in 
the most eligible position which offers. 

2d. In the ensning spring, as soon as it is practicable for travelling parties to 
start, 1 should dispatch as many as the state of the crew will admit of in different 
directions, each being provided with 40 days' provisions, with directions to 
examine minutely all bays, inlets, and islands towards the N. E., ascending occa
sionally some of the highest points of lancl, so as to be enabled to obtain extended 
views, being particularly cautious in their advance, to observe any indication of 
a break up in the ice, so that their return to the ship may be effected without 
hazard, even before the expenditure of their provisions would otherwise render it 
11 ecessary. 

3d. S'upposing the parties to have retul'lled (without obtaining any clue of the 
absent ships), and the vessel liberated about the 1st of August, my object wonld 
then be to push on towards 'V ellington Inlet (assuming that that channel com
municates with the Polar sea), and search both its shol'es, unless, in so doing, 
some indication should be met with to show that parties from any of Captain 
Austin's vessels had previously done so, when I should return and endea\'our to 
penetrate .in the di~ection of Jones' Sound, carefully examining every place that 
was practIcable. SIl', should our efforts to reach this point be successful, and in the 
route no traces are discernible of the long-missing expedition, I should not then 
be enabled longer to divest myself of the feeling. painful as it must be to arrive 
at suc.h a conclusion, that all human aid would then be perfectly unavailing, and 
therefore, under such a conviction, I would think it my duty, if possible, to 
return to Engl.and, or, at all even~s, endeavour to reac!! some port that would 
ensure that object upon the followmg year. 

4th. III 
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"f' 4th. In t~e event ~f this being our last ~ommunication, I would requ~st you X o. 3. 
to assure theIr Lordships that no apprehensIOn whatever need be enterta1l1ed of Proceedings of a~ 
our safety until the autumn of 18':>4, as we have on board three years of all Expedition?y ~he 
species of provisions, commencing from the 1st September proximo, which, wsay.of BehrIng s 

. hId .. b d d' f ~ trait. WIt out muc 1 epnvatlOn, may e rna e to exten a perIOd 0 lOur years, as, ___ _ 
moreover, whatever is killed by the hunting parties I intend to issue in lieu of 
the usual rations, which will still further protract our resources. 

It gives me great pleasure to say that the good effects of the fruit and vege
tables ea large quantity of which we took on board at Waohee) are very percep
tible, in the increased vigour of the men, who at this moment are in as excellent 
condition as it is possible to desire, and evince a spirit of confidence and a cheer
fulness of disposition which are beyond all appreciation. 

5th. Should difficulties apparently insurmountable encompass our progress, so 
as to render it a matter of doubt whether the vessel could be extricated, I should 
deem it expedient, in that case, not to hazard the lives of those entrusted to my 
charge after the winter of 1852, but, in the ensuing spring, quit the vessel with 
sledges and boats, and make the be~t of our way either to Pond's Bay, Leopold 
Harbour, the Mackenzie, or for the whalers, according to circumstances. 

Finally. In this letter I have endeavoured to give an outline of what I wish 
to accomplish (and what, under moderately favourable seasons, appears to me 
attainable), the carrying out of which, however, not resting upon human exer
tions, it is impossible even to surmise if any or what portion may be successful. 
But my object in addressing you is to place theil' Lordships in possession of my 
intentions up to the latest period, so, as far as possible, to relieve their minds 
from any unnecessary anxiety as to our fate; and, having' done this, a duty which 
is incumbent, from the deep sympathy expressed by their Lordships, and parti
cipated in by all classes of our countrymen, in the interesting object of this 
expedition, I have only to add that, with the ample resources which a beneficent 
Government and a generous country have placed at our disposal (not anything 
that can add to our comfort being wanting), we enter upon this disting'uished 
service with a firm determination to carry out, as far as in our feeble strength 
we are permitted, their benevolent intentions. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Robert M'Clure, Commander. 

No.3 (K.) 

CoPY of a LETTER from Commander lvl'Clure to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Discovery Ship "Investigator," 
Kotzebue Sound (Lat. 66° 54' N.; Long. 168· W.). 

Sir, 28 July 1850. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Com mis

'Sioners of the Admiralty, that to this date we have had a most excellent run. 
Upon getting clear of Waohee, on the morning of the 5th, we shaped a cOllrse 
direct for the Aleutian Group, passing them in 172° 40 1 W; upon the evening 
of the 20th continued our course, with a fine south-easterly breeze, but extremely 
t,h!ck and foggy weather (which retarded the best of our way being made) ;. got 
fa~rly out of Behring's Strait upon the evening of the 27th, and are now 111 a 
falf way of realizing their Lordships' expectations of reaching the ice by the 
beginning of August, our progress being advanced by the favourable circum
stances of a fine southerly wind, and tolerably clear weather; the latter we ~ave 
~nown nothing of since the 19th, which I can assure you rendered the n.avlga
tlOn amongst the islands a subject of much and deep anxiety, seldom havmg an 
horizon above 400 yards, that just enabled the dark outline of the land to be 
observed and avoided. 

I~ is with much satisfaction that I report the good qualities of tbis vessel, 
bavmg' well tried her in the heavv aales experienced durinO' five weeks off Cape 

J ~ ~ 

!lorn, and in moderate weather, amongst the intricate navigation of these 
Islands, where so much depended upon her quick obedience to the helm, 
although laden with everv species of stores and provisions for upwards of 

97· - B 3 three 
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three years; fr0111 these circumstances, I am theloefore fully sati'sfied she IS as 
tlwrou-;°r/J!\' adapted for this service as could be reasonably wIshed. 

I ha~oe ;lOt seen allY thing of the" Enterprise," or is it my intention to lose 
a moment by waiting off Cape Lisburne, but sl~all use my ~est .endeavours to 
calTY out tile intentions contained in my letter ot the 20th, of winch I earnestly 
trw.t that theil' Lordships will approve. 

I am happy to be able to state that the .w~lOle cr.ew are in .excellent health and 
spirit~, alld everything as satisfactory as It IS possible to deSIre. 

I Ita\Oe, &c. 
(signed) Robert lt1'Cture, Commander. 

]\0.3 (L.) 

COpy of a LETTE R from Captain Collinson, c. B., to tile Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Enterprise," Port Clarence, 
Sir, 13 September 1850. 

I IU YE the honour to transmit an account of the proceedings of Her Majesty's 
ship under my command, since leaving Oahee on the 30th June. 

Being delayed by light winds, we only reaehed the ,;,estern end of the 
J\Il'utiall Chain by the 2fJth July, and made the Island of .~t. Lawr~nce o.n. th(~ 
11th of A ugnst, ii'om whence I shaped a course for Cape LIsburne, m antIcipa
tion of falling in with the "Herald," or the "PloYer;" not however seeing either 
of these n'~~d~, and finding nothing deposited on shore, I went on to Wain
wright Inlet, the last rendezvoll~ appointed; here we communicated 011 the 15th, 
and being alike unsuccessful in obtaining any information, I stood to the north, 
made the ice tlte following morning, and reached the latitude 7:2 deg. 40 min. N., 
in the meridian of 159 de o'. 30 min. 'Y., without serious obstruction; here, 
I:m\ever, tbe pack became ~ close that it was impossible to make way in any 
(hrection except to the southward. Haying extricated ourseh-es by noon on t1te 
19th, we continued to cuast along the edge of the main body (which took 
a l'outh-casterly trend), runuing through the loose stream so as not to lose sight 
of till' tight pack. At 4 a.m. on the 20th, \Ie were in the meridian of Point 
Barro\\', alld :28 miles to the north of it, when we found open water to the N. E., 
in which wc sailed wiihout losing sight of the ice to the north, until the morning 
of the 2ht, ",1]('11 "oe were obstructed by a heayy barrier trending to the S. W. 
A thick fog coming on, we made a board to tIle north, in order to feel the pack 
edge in the upper part of the bigLt, and not to leave any part unexplored. 
Haying satisfied my~elf that no opening existed in tbis direction, we bore away 
to the south, rUIlllilJg through hea"y tloes closely packed, and pmhing to tlj(' 
eastward when opportunity ofiered; in this, however, we were ull~ucce~~flll, 
being compelled to pursue a westerly course, the tloes being very heavy and 
hummocky; by 8 p. m. we wcre within 30 miles of the land, and having clear 
wcather, could ~ee the ice closely packed to the south, that left no doubt in my 
mind that a i'top was put to our proceeding in this direction, by the ice butting 
:0 c.l?se on the shoal cna"t as to leave no chance that our progress along it would 
Justify the attempt to reach Cape Bathurst, a distance of 570 miles, during thc 
remaining )Jortion of this season; and finding this opinion was coincided in by 
tho"e officers .on u?ard qualifi~d t? form. an opi!lion OIl the subject, I determined 
to luse ~o tlDle III commUl1JCallIlg With Pomt Barrow, but to attempt the 
p,Nage fUrTher north, 111 L()jJL'~ that the lane of water seen last year by t1w 
" Herald" and "Ployer" would afford me an opening to the eastward; 
I the~efore reluctantly proceeded again to the west, and turning' the pack ,"dC!,' 
1;) 11llles fU.rther to the ,;uuth tllall it was on the day after we left Wainwrigllt 
Inlet, we f?IIowed the ed~e of a loose pack greatly broken up, until we reach,·" 
163 deg. ". long, when It took a sudden turn to the north. in which direction 
we followed .it until tile morning of the :27Ih, when we were in latitude 
73 deg .. :20 ID!n., and found the pack to the westward, trending southerly; 
I therelore phed to the eastward, endea\Oouring to make way, uut such was its 

close 
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close conditi~n. that we c?ul~ not wor~, al!,hough we might have warped throug·1t 
had the condItIon of the Ice m that dlfectlOn afforded us any hope, but this I am 
sorry to say was not the case; and, on the contrary, the further we elltered the 
larger the floes became, leaving us in thick weather often in great difficulty 
where to find a lane. 

On the 29th the thermometer llayino' fallen to ~~ deo' and there beiwr no . ~ ~., ..., 
prospect of our bemg able to accomplish anything towanls the fulfilment (Jf their 
Lordships' instructions this season, I bore away for Point Hope, where I arrived 
on the 31st, and found a bottle deposited I):; the" Herald," which informed me 
that it was intended to place the" Plover" iu (iralltl\' HarJ)olll' this ~ea5Ull. 
I accordingly proceeded thither, with a view of taking' her place for the winter, 
and enabling COl1lmaIllI~r 1\1oore to recruit his ship',.; company by gojn~' to the 
sOUThward. On my ar1'1val I fouml her insid,', prcparing her \\'inter 'Iuarters, 
and having examined ami huoyed tIlL' hal', I attempted to bke this vc~"L'i inside, 
but failed in doing ";0 owing' to the chauge of wind from sOIlt.h to north having 
reduced the depth of watn fOllr fed, and had to relit've tlw ship of 101) tons, 
which was quickly done by the opportune arriyal of the "Herald," before she 
was released from a Ycry critical positioll. The tid,·" bcillg irregular, the rise 
and fall depending principall:' on tbe winrl, anll that wiud which occcl~it)ll" the 
highcst water, producillg' a ,.;",dl on the bar, it became a question ",bethel' 
a considerable portion of the ensuing season wight not be lost ill gl'tliw2,' the 
ship out of Grantly Harbour, and on con"lllting Captains Kellett aUf! :'I ItlnrE', 
finding it to be their opinion, founded on thc experiellce of two y,~ar~, that the 
whalers coming from the south pass through the straits early in J Hlle, \\' hereas 
ttlt' harbours arc olocked until the middle of July, I have come to the conchlsion 
that I shall Detter perform the important dill.\' 'confided in me by retlll'ning to 
the south, and replenishing my pl'Ovisioll~, instead of wintering' on the Asiatic 
~hllre, where there is not a prospect of our being the slightest ll";'~ to the missing 
expedition. It is therefore my intention to proceed to Hong Kong, it being 
nearer than Yalparaiso, and the cold seas'JIl haying ,.;cl in, my slnl't> and 
provisions will not be exposed to the heat of a double pa,,~a!.!:c throng'h the 
Tropics; and as I shall not l('an~ nntil the 1st of April, I may )'('c,·jYe allY further 
instrncliolls their Lordcbips may please to com1Uuuicate. 

TIle" Plover" has been stored and provisioned, ami sllch of her crew a~ are 
not in a fit state to contend with tbe rigour of a fnrther ~tay in these latitudes, 
have been removed, and replaced by Captain Kellett, and th,~ paragraphs 
refcl'I'ing' to her in my instructions fulfilled. 

I have directed Commander :'I100re to communicate annually with an i,land 
in St. Lawrence Bay, in latitude 65 deg. :}S min. N., and longitude 1'711 deg. 
43 min. ·W., which is much resorted to by the ",hal(·rs, aud where any communi
cations their Lordships may be pleased to S('llll may be d(~jJ{)"itl'd by them, a~ they 
are not in the habit of cruizing on this side of the strai Is; and I have reqllt',;tL·t! 
Captain Kellett to forward to the Admiralty all the information 011 thi~ head he 
may obtain at the Sandwich Island,; . 

. It. is my intention to proceed again to the north, and remain in the most 
ehgible position for affording assistance to the "Iuvcstigator," which yt·,spl 
having been favoured with a surprising passage from the Sandwich I ~Iands, 
was fallen in with by the" Herald," on the 31st .ltd\', off Point Hope, 
and again on the 5th of August, by the" Plover," in latitude 70 deg. 4.1 min. N., 
and longitude 159 deg. 52 min. W., when she was standing to the north, under 
a press of sail, and in all probability reached the vicinity of Point .Barrow 
] 5 days previous to the "Enterprise;" when Captain M'Clnre, havmg the 
whole season before him, and animated with the determination so yi\'idly 
expressed in his letter to Captain Kellett, has most likely taken the ill-~hore 
route, and I hope before this period reached Cape Bathurst; but as he WIll be 
exposed to the imminent risk of being forced on a shoal shore, and compelled to 
take to his 10ats, I shall not forsake the coast to the northward of Point Hope 
lIutil the season is so far advanced as to ensure their havin o ' taken lip their • b 

wmter quarters for this season. 

I ?av~ received from my officers, and ship's company, that. assis.tallce and 
alacl'lty 111 the performance of their duty which the noble cause m wluch we are 
engaged must excite; and I have the satisfaction to report, that (under ~he 
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blessing of God), owing tv till' means thcir L~rdships have supplied i.n ex~ra 
clothin o' and provisions, we arc at present WIthout a man on the SIck hst, 
notwitl~tanding the lengthened period of our voyage. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Richard Collinson, Captain. 

No.3 (M.) 

COpy of JOURNAL kept by Mr. Arbuthnot, Ice Mate on Board Her Majesty's 
Ship" Enterprise," in the Month of August 1850. 

Friday, 16th August 1850. 

FIRST part light breezes with thick fog, wind fl:om the east,,:ard; running 10 
S. W.; 7 a.1I1. fell in with several pieces of loose Ice. Hauled III N. ·W. Noon, 
came ill with some streams of heavy ice (clear at.times); up to :uidnight, kept 

IJI)'inO" and reachina- northward amona-st and through streams of Ice. Ends, do. 
'" '" '" d S' .. I weather. Lat. 71 deg. 45 min. N.; long. 162 ego W. Illce we came In WIt 1 

the ice it has been so hazy, no great distance could be seen from the mast
llead; but from what I have seen of the ice we are amongst, I am afraid our 
northerly roule will soon terminate. The ice here i,., very heavy, and appears 
little broken up, and no great distance from the floes, which, if they are as 
Ilea,'Y in proportion, our sanguine hopes of l\Ielville Island will too soon be 
blasted. 

Saturday, 17th August. 

First and middle part, moderate breezes, with fleeting fogs and intervals of 
sunshine; wind from the E. and N.B. quarters; reaching N. and N. 'Y. through 
hea"y streams and cross ice; a. m. got into a lane of water which led into the 
main body of the ice. :3 p. m. when close to, tacked south-eastward. The ap-· 
pearance of the ice here is very disheartening, for from N. N. E. to W. S. 'V. 
(mag.) there is a complete chain of locked floes, as far as can be seen from the 
mast-head (with the glass); they appear also to be of an immense thickness, and 
Yer~' hummocky, that they must be from the appearance of the ice we have 
already come through. What I have seen of the ice makes me still hold to my 
old opinion, that if ever the passage is made it will be along the land with 
either small vessels or boats, or both. Latter part, light airs and variable, with 
thick fog. Lat. 72 deg. 40 min. N.; long. 1:>9 deg. W. 

Sunday, 18th August. 

Light breezes, attended with thick foggy weather; wind from the S. 'Y. quarter,. 
running north-eastward; a. m. got ramed amongst heavy ice; commenced 
warping and sailing south-eastward; 9 a. m. got clear, m~tle a few boards to 
windward; after which kept away and rtln N. by E. and N. N. E. amongst 
stream~ an~ heavy loos.e ice, taking the pac~ e~ge along as nearly as we could 
guess, l~ beIn~ still duck fog, and on~y seemg It occasionally (all st. sails set). 
Ends, hgh~ aIrS,.almost calm, and tl1lck. Lat. 72 deg. 40 min. N.; long. 15S 
deg .. 50 lllm. Smce yesterday we have deepened our water f!'Om 33 to 75, and 
to I1Ight to 133 fathoms; b.y sucl~ sudden cleepening it would appear that the 
sllOaled water part of all tlus straIt and coast. has at one time been dry; and no 
doubt but the old and new world had here been connected' the soundincrs at 
133 fathoms was soft slime, the lead completely covered with'it. 0 

Monday, 19th August. 

Commences ":ith light airs, and partly calm thick foggy weather; got raBled 
amongs~ heavy Ice; ,down boats. and towed out from amongst it; 4 a. m. a light 
breeze f.rom the S. " . quar.ter, reached S. E. for an hour, tacked and stood in 
for the Ice; when close to It, .cleared up, when we found the pieces we had been 
amongst were a few only Iymg at the edge of another chain of very heavy 
locked floes,. and at the h~ad ,of .a d~ep bight; it being impossible to proceed 
any further In a N. and 11\. " • directIOn through, I may say, an impenetrable 

barrier,. 
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barrier: we run along the S. E. side of the bight, sweeping every bight so as not 
to lose the edge in case of another opening. Having swept the N. "T. side of 
this bight, we have taken it no\\' all round: the ice upon the S. E. side is still 
very heavy. Midnight; tacked at the ice, it being thick; if the floes in general 
be such as the specimens we have already seen (for J never either in Greenland 
or Davis' Straits have seen anything equal to those that I have seen here for 
thickness and hummocks), sledge travelling would be of little use upon such icl'; 
I hope we will find another bight that will take us further to the eastward; as the 
ice seems to lie in that sort of a way, say bight and bight; but I am afraid tlley 
will terminate too soon for us. The greater part of the loose ice, that is the 
heavy pieces, are blackened with earth and mud. I think they are aUllual 
visitors, sent off by the strength of the river cnrrents, which form them into 
streams; we have hoye a number of empty bouilli tins upon pieces of ice with 
the ship's name and date on them; I hope daylight will give us a launch east
ward; lat. 72 deg. 28 min. ; long. 158 deg. 50 min. W. 

Tuesday, 20th August. 

Commences with moderate breezes and fleeting fogs; wind from the S. W. 
quarter; 1 a. m. got through a stream of ice, kept. away N. N. E. along the pack 
edcre; runnin/!: through streams, occasionally taking care not to lose the pack 
edge as we went along; all st.·sails set: 11 a. m. it cleared up; we were run
ning along a body of ice much heavier than any we had previously seen; to the 
N. W. and N. there was not a drop of water to be seen, neither a loose piece of 
ice along the edge of what I consider to be an old fixed floe; still we see no 
stoppage, but plenty of water along the edge; but it is always leading in 
towards the land, and I have no doubt but the result of these bights will put a 
stop to our eastern route as well as the northern ones have done. The loose ice 
that is about seems not to have any connexion with the N. W. ice, it being' 
much lighter. Latter part, light breezes, variable and airy, still no ice; but I 
am afraid it is getting too narrow in the head of this bight. Lat. 72 deg. 7 min.; 
long. 154 deg. 40 min. W. 

Wednesday, 21st August. 

All these 24 hours fresh breezes, with fleeting fogs and intervals of sunshine; 
wind from the N. E. quarter: 3. 3~. tacked at the pack edge, kept plying to wind
ward, got up into the head of the bight; found it to be the same as the last 
big'ht we came out of; seeing no further progress possible eastward in this body 
likely, bore up, and took the S. E. side of the ice along, but found 110 opening 
in it; the S. E. side is composed of much lighter ice, intermixed with hea,'), 
scunces and very cross; no water could be seen from the mast-head over it; 
and with the assistance of the ice blink and refraction, I <10 not think there is 
any ~ater (that is to say, water we could safely say land water), at least within 
15 mIles of us. The ice here as we have been going along has been closing 
fast; and as the wind is, no doubt the bight will soon be filled up: we han! 
s~oaled our water suddenly to 33 fathoms while running down this side of the 
bIght. It is now my opinion that this terminates our easterly career; for sillet' 
we first made the ice we have never lost sight of the pack, or floe edge. taking 
all the round together: 10 u. m. rounded the S. E. point after passing through 
heavy sea streams, and wash ice. Ends, fresh breezes, thick fog, sailing W. S. W. 
Lat. 71 deg. 50 min. N.; long. 153 deg. 6 min. W. 

Thursday, 22 August. 

First and middle part moderate breezes, with thick fog, wind from the S. E. 
quarter, steering W. S. W., all sail set to advantage, 4 p. m.; came in with thl: 
W .. pack, composed of heavy sconces and wash.ice. Latter part, ditto weather. 
plymg ?ff, and firing guns every hour, and anxiously looking for clear weather. 
Ends dItto, lat. 72 deg. 22 min.; long. 157 deg. 55 min. W. 

Friday, 23 August. 

. First part,.light breezes, attended with thick foggy weather, wind from tlw 
e~stwar~ plYlDg off and into the pack; middle and latter part, ditto weather; 
stIlI plymg and sailing along the pack-edge, which appears to lie about north 
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and south from point to point, having a big'ht of about ~ix 0; seven miles be-
tween; no chance to get north-westward; lat. 72 deg. 8 mill. N.; long. 159 deg. 
32 min. W. 

Saturday, 24 August. 

First and middle part, fresh breezes and clear, wind from ~. t~ E. S .. E .• 
plying to windward along the pack-edge. Latter pa~·t, took t~le Ice, l~tendlllg 
to get to the westward, but was obliged to haul-to for the mght, bemg both 
thick and dark' the ice also very cross and heavy. Ends, fresh breezes, very 
thick, reaching under easy sail until daylight. Lat. 71 deg. 45 min. N.; 
long. 158 deg. 40 min. W. 

Sunday, 25 August. 

All these 24 hours moderate breezes from the N. E. quarter; a.m., made fast 
to a heavy sconce piece; commenced filling up the fresh water, filled about 
10 tons. Noon, clear at times, got nnder way; made several boards amongst 
cross heavy ice; at 5 p.m., after boring through a heav'y stream, got into the 
W. water, kept away S. S. W., S. W. an.d W. S. W., to keep t~e pack-edg~ along; 
but fonnd it a good deal smashed up smce last here, but still close a mile from 
the edge. Ends, fleeting fogs, showers of snow, hoar frost through the night. 
Lat. 71 deg. 23 min. N.; long. 159 deg. 27 min. W. 

Monday, 26 August. 

First and middle part, fresh breezes and cloudy, with fleeting fogs; wind 
from the eastward, running south-westward along the pack-edge, which appeared 
to be much broken up, and occasionally going through streams; a.m., while 
passing the stream points saw a number of walrus; this latitude seems to be 
about their furthest E. or N. E. route, for, with one exception, we have seen 
none until to-day; 10 a.m., rounded a point, hauled in N. W. and N. N. W. 
mag.; p.m., increasing breezes, in first reef the topsails. Ends, fresh breezes 
and squally, still going N.N. \\'.; lat. 71 deg. 30 min.; long. 163 deg. 47 min. W. 

Tuesday, 27 August. 

First part, fresh gales and squally, with showers of snow, wind N. E.. reaching 
X. N. W.; 6 a.m., came in with the pack-edge, plied north-eastward into the 
head of the bight, but could get no further northward. There seems little chance 
of getting along this way, more than to the eastward. Ends, ditto weather, 
re~chi~g ~outh-eastward along the ice; no more N.E. bights here; a heavy pack. 
qUIte SImIlar to what we saw upon the first sight of the pack, or rather floes; 
lat. 73 deg. 15 min. N., furthest N. 73 deg. 19 min.; long. 163 deg. 35 min. W. 

Wednesday, 28 August. 

A!! these .2-1 hours moderate breezes; with fleeting fogs and showers of snow; 
got lI~to a blgh~, had to fly. out north-westward amongst streams and loose ice, 
occaSIOnally lymg-to for thICk fog. Latter part, running southward amongst 
and through streams and cross .. ice. This is a regular horseshoe bight, but the ice 
appears greatly wasted. Lat. 72 deg. 35 min. N.; long. 160 deg. 47 min. W. 

Thursday. 

All th.ese ::!~ ~ours moderate breezes, attended with fleeting fogs and intervals 
of sunshme, smlmg southward amongst streams and loose ice; saw a number of 
walrus, shot three fine ~nes. Ends, fresh breezes, running S. S. E., all st.-sails 
'et. Lat.7::! deg. 23 mm. N.; long. 163 deg. 32 min. W. 

Suppose we are about looking for winter quarters. I am still of opinion that, if' 
ever ~ north-east passage be made, it will be in-shore, and by small vessels, say. 
(Baltimore schooners), doubled with two-inch plank, draft of water not over 
seven feet. 

(signed) G. A. 



ARCTIC EXPEDITION UNDER SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 

-No. 4.-

PROCEEDINGS of Captain Henry Kellett, C.B., of Her Mlljesty's Ship 
"Herald," and Commander T. E. L. Moore, of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Plover." 

CA. to I.) 

No.4 (A.) 

NARRATIVE of the Proceedings of Captain Henry Kellett, of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Herald," from May HI49 to October 1850. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Herald," at Sea, 
Sir, 14 October 1850. 

IN reporting to you my proceedings, for the information of my Lords Com 
missioners of the Admiralty, sillce leaving Oahee on the 24th of May last, it i" 
painful to be again obliged to communicate my want of success in gaining any 
satisfactory information of, or in rendering any assistance to, the missing expe
ditio~, under Sir John Franklin: that there have been no want of nati ve rep orts 
of ships having been seen on the coast, the following letter, and the accompanying 
correspondence will fully show. 

I made a wry fair passage up to the Aleutian Islands, where we met with a 
fresh N. N. E. wind, with rain, which lasted many days. On making the Kam
schatka coast (23d June), I found it covcred with snow, with every appearance 
of its having been a seyere winter. Passing to the eastward of Behring Island 
(2d July), we were favoured with southerly winds, with clear weather, which 
carried us up to St. Lawrence Island by the 10th. In running across the Bay 
of Anadyr, I spoke an American whaler, the" America" of New Bedford; from 
this vessel I learned that about 200 sail were in this sea, and through the 
straits. Passing westerly of St. Lawrence, I met winds from N.W. to N.N.E., 
and what is of very unusual occurrence, beat through the straits with moderate 
and beautifully clear weather; being able to see at the same time, Asia, America, 
and the Diomedia Islands, all clear of snow, with the exception of the patches 
in the vaIIeys which never thaw; and in standing close under East Cape, found 
the coast perfectly clear of ice. 

Here a native baidar boarded us; they \\en~ aware of the" Plover's" having 
wintered in Kotzebue Sound, frequently mentioning Commander Moore' sname; 
these people had known him when wintering- on the Asiatic side in 1848. 

In running into Kotzebue Sound, we observed off Cape Krusenstern a very 
extensive pack of ice; I found the sound itself so encumbered with heavy floes, 
through which I threaded my way, that at midnight, seeing no opening, I was 
obliged to retrace my steps; the pack appeared to extend h'om shore to shore. 
Being in sight of Chamisso Island at the time, and within 12 miles of the 
anchorage, I fired a gun in hopes that the" Plover" might have heard it. Next 
morning, close to the edge of the ice, ami distant 25 miles from Chamisso, I 
dispatched a cutter, with Mr. R. Maguire, first lieutenant, to endeavour to com
municate with c, Plover." She passed a barrier of five miles through openings 
between the fioes, occasionally unable to see h~r way, and then got into open 
water near Chamisso Island, where she found that vessel in readiness to depart 
so soon as the ice would allow her. 

I"ortunately for me the weather remained fine; for most assuredly had it been 
blowing a south-westerly gale, and thick, I should have run, and more than 
probable have got myself into difficulties; never having- suspected the possibility 
of any ice being in this sound so late in the season. While becalmed it was 
curious to observe this extensive field breaking up and disappearing before its 
great enemy: the temperature of the water was 50 degrees, and the air 60 degrees 
Fahrenheit. A fresh north-westerly wind afterwards sprung up, with which 
I worked out, under easy sail, to the entrance of the Sound. (6 a.m. 16 July.) 
Having' no ice in sight, I bore up for Chamisso to pick up my boat, intend~ng 
to anchor as close as the ice would permit; to my astonishment not a particle 
was to be seen of that vast mass, which had but 30 hours before opposed a perf~ct 
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barrier to my entry; even all th~ shor~s within vie~ were perfec,tly ~lear_ 
I found the "Plover" outside, havmg weIghed the evenIng of my boat s arrival; 
she followed me into the anchorage under Chamisso Island, where both came to 
at1p.m. . 

I was glad to find that her officers an? crew were m such g~od health; although 
duriIIO' the winter serious apprehensIOns had been entertamed, as symptoms of 
scurvy had appeared in many, Captain ~Ioore himself among the nu.mber. On 
the breaking up of the ice his vessel l~ad many escape.s, and ~t one .tlme he had 
actually landed provisions, &c., feanng that sometlllng senous. mIght happen. 
Durino' the winter his officers were frequently detached explormg the country 
in the

b 
neighbourhood, Hotham Inlet, the Buckland River, Spafareif; they will 

ha\'l~ added much to our geo,yraphical knowledge in these regions. 
Onc of these jOllllll'P is, I bcoLlsider, deserving of more particular mention; it 

was performed by Mr. Pim, acting mate of " Herald" . (lent for ~he wintl;~ to 
the" Plover "); he travelled across the country to :\IlChaelouskl, a RUSSIan 
settlement in Korton Sound, accompanied only by a Russian int.erpreter ami a 
native as a U'uide: he was 28 days on the road, and suffered much from want of 
food and f~tigl1e; his patient ~ndurance, however, and spirit enabled him to 
overcome all difficulties. 

Commander :\1oore bas, sir, no doubt, furnished their Lordships with the 
details of this interest.ing journey. 

I received from Commander ~Joore the" two communications marked A 1 
and ~, acquainting me with Esquimaux reports which he had received duriug 
tile winter from the natives of Hotham Inlet, relati\'c to the encampment to the 
northward of a number of white people (in the vicinity of Point Barrow it is 
supposed), and requesting my permission to proceed north to ascertain the truth 
of these rumours. 

Having completed his YC5sd with the few articles of provisions which he most 
l1l'edcd, I immediately dispatched him on this service, fcaring it might Ildve 
been Commander Pullen and his party, who, in attempting to return, had been 
obliged to \vinter OIl the coast; the natives having reported that the party they 
spoke of would be fallen in with further south, as they had been endeavouring 
to get that way. On the 21st July I left Kotzebue Sound for the north, and on 
the 24tli sent tl\O boats 011 shore at Cape Lisburne to erect a mark and bury 
information for Captain Collinson, this and Point Hope being the two rendezvous 
I had appointed with him from the Sandwich Islands. I then witll a north-east 
wind stood to the northward, and made the ice, heavily packed, at noon on the 
26th, in latitude 70 deg·. 18 min. N., long. 167 deg. 48 min. "V., 50 miles further 
south than we encountered it last year. Working easterly, I ag-tin made it on 
the 29th, in latitude 71 deg. 19 min. N., long. 162 deg. 57 min. \V., and a third 
time within 20 miles of Wainwright Inlet. 

Haying now established the position of the pack, I bore up for Clpe Li30urne 
(running over in my passage south the" Plover's" three rendezvous without 
meeting her), to endea\'our to fall in with Captain Collinson's expedition. 

Ou the morning of the 31st July, Cape Lisburne S. 50, E. 12 mile~, we 
fell in w!th Her Majesty's ship ".Investigator;" she had made a s'Jrprising 
passage of 26 days from Odhee; left It. on the 4th July; clearell the island,; on the 
~th, . passed the Aleutian Group by Straits of Amankta on the 20th; Bphring 
~tralts on the 27th; met" Plover" on the 29th, and " Herdld ., on the 31st· 
she,steered.a straight cour,seand carried a fair wind the ~hole way. • 

F rom IBm I learned tuat ,\1 r. Pullen had safely arn ved at the Maekenzie, 
and that he had been ordered to proceed on another expedition, I saw from the 
printed copy of the Arctic papers with which Commander .\I'Clure supplied 
me. 

Con~man?er M'Clure being three men short of complement, I filled up the 
vac~ncles \~'Ith volunteers from my own .c~ew, all excellent men and healthy. 
I Wished hun to take from me some pronsJOns, but he was perfectly full' he had 
at the time vegeta?les ou boaru, .and their last bullock had been kIlled b~t a day 
or two. bt'f~re; IllS men ~ere III excelle~t health and high spirits; I went all 
O\'cr hIS shIp, and was highly pleased wlth the comfort aud cleanllll~5s below; 

indeed 

. • Not printed, the inf?rmation contai?ed therein being eompris"d in Commander .\1 .ore'; :>jarra
live aOlI Journal. Su !\o. f (8.) and ~o. f (C.) 
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indeed with the whole ship; everything appeared in its right place. Commander NO.4. 
M'Clure did not much extol her sailing qualities, but spoke in high praise of Proceedings of 
lIer capabilities for taking the ice, with which intention he parted from me at Capt. H. Kellett, 

'd . ht 'th t N E . d d d . h h ld c. B. and Com-mi DIg I WI as rong . . WIll ,an un er every stltc e cou carry. mander TEL 
He must have made the ice next day (1st August) in about the same position Moore. . . • 

in which it was first made by me. He was seen again by the" Plover" on the 
5th, in latitude 70 deg. 44 min. N., longitude 159 deg. 52 min. W., steering 
to the north with a strong S.W. wind; they could only communicate by ex-
ilhanging numbers. 

I continued to cruise off Cape Lisburne expecting daily to meet the "Enter
prise." On the 13th August" Plover" hove in sight with Commander Moore on 
board; his legs were so swollen by exposure to the cold, that he was but just able 
to hobble on board" Herald." His letter (A. 4)'*' will acquaint their Lordships as 
to how far he reached to the eastward of Point Barrow, and of the reports he 
found current in that neighbourhood. 

My reasons for not acquiescing with him in sending another boat expedition 
to the" Mackenzie, (to follow up and investigate these reports) were, 

In the first place, I am of opinion that these reports have been entirely created 
by the anxiety of all on board the "Plover" to obtain information, which has 
caused the natives to be fully aware of the subject on which the strangers wished 
chiefly to be informed. The Esquimaux are quick, and where it is likely that their 
natural cupidity would be gratified, are ever ready, can they but get a lead, to 
exercise their ingenuity by inventing a story. In Commander Moore's letter 
(A. 3)'*' it will be seen that it was after he had made the chief of the Hotham 
Inlet tribe perfectly understand the object of "Plover's" wintering in those 
regions, that the majority of these reports were received; only one, on which not 
the least reliance was placed at the time, had been reported previously; every 
American ship which passes through these straits (said to number about 80) is 
furnished with instructions relative to the missing expedition; in fact, the whole 
of the small extent of coast accessible to ships is, at this moment, alive with 
native reports. 

In Commander Moore's letter (A. 4)· it will be observed that at Wainwright 
Inlet he could get no intelligence, although he made every inquiry after the 
missing ships; that the natives followed him along from the inlet, and that at 
Point Barrow they had the story ready. From the chart before alluded to, 
made by the native woman in Kotzebue Sound, it was supposed that the Kopak 
was either Point Hope, ·Wainwright Inlet, or Point Barrow, all of which places 
have been respectively visited this season. 

The natives at Point Barrow told Captain Moore that they had not actually 
seen either the ships or the graves themselves, but that they had learned the 
story from some nat.ives who come from the Kopak, with whom they meet to 
barter at a place distant from Point Barrow, ten sleeps or days' journey (aLout 
25 to 30 miles each). From this he now infers, that the Kopak must be situated 
a little to the westward of the Mackenzie. 

Secondly, all these reports refer to the autumn of 1848, therefore should there 
be any truth in them, Commander Pullen must have unravelled them in 1849. 

From the Arctic papers published by their Lordships, I see that a party from 
the Mackenzie was actually examining that part of the coast where they report 
the Kopak to be; therefore, an expedition of 20 persons would have embarrassed 
them for provisions, as they could not possibly have returned this season. 

At Point Barrow must have commenced their search, where they might have 
arrived by the 20th of August, which would have left them but barely time to 
·r.un to the Mackenzie without making any search, and would in fact have been 
doing nothing. Even so early as the 11th August, Simpson in speaking of t~is 
same journey says, "it was a subject of unavailing regret, that the great dIS
tance of our wintering station rendered it impossible to spare a few days for the 
exam.ination of this interesting and magnificent stream" (Colville) . 

. ~Ith respect to wintering at Point Barrow, it would have ~een a m?st. 
el!gIble position for "Plover," did .it possess the advant~ges theIr Lo~dshlps 
wished,namely a positively safe harbour and one accessIble to any slup that , , . ht mIg 

. • Not printed, tbe inrormation contained therein being comprised in Commander Moore's Narra
Uv.e and JOllrnal •. See NO.4 (8.) and No .... (C.) 
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might be sent to relieve her. To have placed h~r there with only 14 months' 
provisions, it would have been necessary for a slup to ha,-e ~een. sent to her next 
year with supplil's; and could she not have come south (whIch IS not at all cer· 
tain) her people would have had to be withdrawn, ~s. the near~st approach to her 
would have bcen from the Seahorse Islands, a pOSItIOn too dIstant for the boats 
of any man-of-war to trunsport the provisions and stores necessary' for her .sup
plies; and had anything happened to her, she would have been entIrely destltute 
of resources to fall back on. 

Their Lordships direct that should no position be found sou~h of~ainwright 
Inlet (into which place eight feet was all that could be carrIed thIS year by 
Commander Moore), she was to be placed in Kotzebue Sound. Commander 
Moore's letter (A. 6)"" will inform their Lordships why that has not been done; 
he states that "he could not winter there without almost certain destruction; " 
indeed, from the opinion of the ice masters, I had serious apprehensions for her 
safety last season, 

In" m y opinion Grantley Harbour is the only place, south of the straits, in which 
the " p'lov~r" could.be of the least assistance as a depot; I considered also, that 
did either of Captain Collinson's ships touch there, not having been able to 
penetrate easterly, they could have wintered, and filled up fort heir next year's 
voyage, from the depot which I should be enabled to leave there. 

After dispatching the "Plover" on the evening of the 15th August (Enclo
sure), I continued to cruise off Cape Lisburne, where I placed on the 19th furthel' 
information for Captain Collinson. The natives had removed my first deposit, 
but I knew that had another vessel arrived they would have presented the paper 
to her; all of them are now aware of the value of paper, and are most anxious 
to be possessed of some, invariably looking to see if it contains writing. 

On the 25th I landed at Point Hope, where I found, untouched. the bottle 
deposited \'y "Plover" on her passage north; I erected a more conspicuous mark, 
and buried a bottle with further information. 

Being now thoroughly convinced that "Enterprise" had passed, I made sail 
for the straits with light northerly winds, with the intention of going to 
Michaelouski, K orton Sound, to personally inyestigate the reports brought from 
that place by 1\11'. Pim during the last winter (C). 

When 30 miles off East Cape, on the 27th, we communicated with the Ameri
can whaler" Margaret Scott," of New Bedford, a full ship, bound southerly; no 
news. I sent the assistant surgeon on board to visit her sick. Passed the straits 
at 9 p. m., in a moderate gale, and next evening was becalmed within 10 miles 
of Sledge Island, and arrived ofl'Egg Island (Michaelouski) on the morning of the 
31st. It being calm, I left the ship in a cutter, accompanied by Mr. Vvoodward, 
purser, Mr. Seemann, naturalist, and Mr. Pim, acting mate. 
~~ my a~rival at the redoubt, I was excessively disappointed, after taking my 

iGusefandYakofF. slup mto tillS yel} expos.ed soun~, to find that the chief and his secondt, those 
who gave Mr. Plm the mformatlOn, had both left for Sitka, taking with them 
ever~ paper a~d let~er. The pre~ent chi~f is from Kodiak, speaks nothing but 
RussIan, and IS entIrely unacqualllted WIth the country. On asking him what 
further he knew of the reports promulgated by his predecessor, he told me he 
knew of no.ne; he was not .aware of any white men being in the country; that 
none of t~eIr ~eople were. kIlled l~st year; in fact, that Gusef (the former chief)· 
had left 111m WIthout any lllformahon whatever relative to them 

I then in~err?gated our. former interpreter, who had been Mr. Pim's medium 
of commUDlcatIOn; he SaId that Gusef had received a letter from Derabin subse
q.uent to ~Ir. Pin.'"s departure, bu.t had not heard that it contained anything par
ticular. On askmg. hIm conc~rDlng the double-barrelled gun, said to have been 
bartered by the IndIans, he saId he knew an Indian who had seen one and some 
clothes. ' 
. On lily former yisit to this. place in.1848, a report, obtained through the same 
lllterpreter, was .current, of SIX Amencans being in the interior; and among the 
Esqu~maux of Kotzebue Sound, the same year, a similar one was likewise in cir
culatIOn. I can only. accou?t f~r .th.e Russians spreading them by the belief that 
some one must be lll. theIr ~ICl111ty purchasing furs, the quantities annually 
brought to the fort haVIng durlDg the last two years diminished more than one-

half; 

• Not printed, the information being comprised in Commander Moore's Narrative. &e NO.4 (8.) 
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half. They could not be persuaded by Mr. Pim but that the "Plover" was NO.4. 
trading; these suppositions have however been entirely set aside by my visit. Proceedings of 
It is quite possible that the "Plover" may have interfered with their trade, the Capt. Hd' KCellett. 

. fi d' 1... ~ ld b . fIll h £ • c. B., an om-natIves n mg tlrey COU 0 tam rom ler a t ey wanted lOr fii'h and vem- maDder T. E. L_ 
son, articles much easier obtained than furs, and disposed of without going Moore. 
so great a journey. On relating to the chief the account brought by Mr. Pim, ------.=
that he had not heard or knew anything of this, but that he had received instruc-
tions from the Guvernor-general at Sitka to render every assistance to any officer 
or men employed in searching after the missing ships, and endeavour by every 
means to obtain information of them and relieve them. I had rendered into 
German, by Mr. Seemann (naturalist), the notice from the Arctic papers 
{page 97, No. 8 F.), in expectation of getting' it translated into Russian by 
Kakaff. He had left; there is, however, a man at Derabin, who will be able 
to do so. I also gave him a letter I had from Baron Brunow, addressed to 
the governor of the Russian colonies; this settled all doubts; he told me he 
was going to Derabin as soon as the frost set in, and that should any. reports 
with sufficient foundation exist, he would send an expedition to unravel them; 
also, that he would communicate with the " Plover" in the spring. 

The redoubt of :\Iichaelouski is situated in latitude 63 deg. 28 min. N., longi
tude 161 deg. 51 min. W., south side of Norton Sound. There is !'helter for 
vessels of light draught in the bay in which it stands. 

This redoubt supplies annually two forts, and one or two fishing posts in the 
sound with goods. The most distant and most northerly fort is Derabin, situated 
near the head waters of the Ko-ikh-pak which falls into Norton Sound, a short 
distance to the west of Michaelouski Redoubt; its position in latitude and longi
tude is unknown; a launch leaves Michaelouski in the spring with goods; it 
takes her 35 days to reach this fort and 15 to return; by winter travelling it may 
be reached in six days from a fishing establishment called Gregora. The other 
fort is called Kalmakosskoi, and is situated to the south. eastward ofMichaelouski, 
five days' journey on another river falling into the sea west of the redoubt. 

These are the only places supplied by the fort; they know of nothing of any 
post on the Y ucon, or of any establishment in or near Kotzebue Sound. 

From our former interpreter, and also from the one at present on board the 
"Plover," both of whom have been to Derabin, I learned that the Lek-kho is 
the actual head waters of the Ko-ikh.pak, and not, as was previously supposed, a 
river on the other side of the mountains, falling into the Arctic Sea. It is, how
ever, difficult to get any of these interpreters to perform their offices faithfully; 
they will neither propose the questions you wish, nor return the exact replies. 

J sailed from Michaelouski the same evening, and arrived at Port Clarence on 
the 5th September. 

I found here the "Enterprise" and the "Plover;" the latter alre:'l~y inside 
Grantley Harbour, preparing a hous~ for the ~eceptlOn of her provISIOns, the 
former on shore, having grounded 1Il attemptll1g to enter GrantIey Harbour. 
With every assistance we could give her they failed in getting her oft' that even
ing or the next morning. 

They commenced to liO'hten her, which was done before the evening tide, of 
more than a hundred ton~ when she went off without damage of any kind. 

They were obliged to heave her astern, and with the bower chain, as she had 
no. stern· holes, some difficulty and delay would have been experienced in doing 
thI8 had it not been for the ready resource of Mr. Skead (her second master), who 
placed a small anchor in the port, the arms and shank making a perfect lead 
for the cable. 

The "Enterprise" being re-stowed sailed on the morning of the 14th 
September, but being unable, from the strength of the north winds, to pass 
through the straits, anchored under Cape York 011 the evening of the 16th. The 
wind moderated on the 17th, and on the 18th she had a fair wind through. All 
hands were now employed in erecting a stor~house, landing p~ovisions, r~m.oving 
the officers and men considered by the medIcal officers as unfit to remam m the 
" Plover" on her extended service, of whom the greater part had, during the 
last winter, showed symptoms of scurvy. Her complement I have ~ompleted to 
40 persons (including the interpreter), with volunteers, many of them the best 
men, and all the healthiest from this ship. 

Commander Moore considered his crew should not be further decreased; the 
natives here are so numerous, certainly not so trustworthy, and more ~n.depen
dent in their manner than the natives of Kotzebue Sound. We were VIsIted by 
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t b f them ' on these occasions many acts of pilfering were com-a grea num er 0, .' 
mitted and as yet they have not been accompaDled by their women. 

Their principal establishment, which is said to ?ccupy a large. spac~ on the 
banks of the river·, falling into Grantley Harbour, IS called Kavymk, distant a 
day's journey from the" Plover's" anchorage. . '. . 

I wished to visit this place, and proposed to the chief dom~ so, he promised 
to come for us, but, failing in his agreement, I would neither go myself or 
permit any other bo~t to go ~ear them. ... .. 

Bv havinO' the chief or Ills son to accompany hun on his first nSlts to these 
nati~e establishment", Commander Moore has hitherto been most successful in 
his dealings with them, having been on the most frien~]Jy terms both a! O\\'~el, 
on the Asiatic side, and in Kotzebue Sound. I entertam no doubt of IllS bemg 
equally successful here. ".. . . . 

On the 21 st September, the" Plover's house bemg finished, her provIsIOns 
all landed and stowed, and the !;hip herself dismantled, I endeavoure~ to. get 
away, b,ut being becalmed I was obliged to anchor. On the 2.2d I ag,alO tn~d; 
and finally, on the morning of the 23d, left Port Clarence with an IDcreasl.ng 
breeze from the northward, which by 4 p. m. reduced us to close-reefed mam
topsail· hove to 50 miles north of the east end of St. Lawrence Island. Next 
day at' noon we passed east end of St. Lawrence Island, with ligh,t no~therly 
winds, which shifted during the night to the eastward; by the mornmg It blew 
a O'ale, rendering it necessary either to heave to. or scud; I chose the latter. 

°The following morning (26th), the gale having' lightened, we had )1\S~ m.ade 
more sail, when Charles Kennedy, A • .8., fell overboard from the mam nggmg, 
striking the chains (it is supposed) in his fall; the ship at the time was running 
eight knots. The life-buoy was immediately let go; sail promptly shortened; 
the ship rounded to the wind, hut all was of no avail; neither man or buoy could 
be seen. To have lowered a boat in the sea then running would have been to 
sacrifice her cre\\'. Besides the gloom which the loss of a man invariably spreads 
throughout a ship, this was the more distressing, as in a period of nearly six years, 
in all our gales, this was the first fatal accident that had happened to us. 

At 8 p. m. on the 28th we passed the Aleutian chain by the Strait of Amoukta,. 
in a fresh gale, at north veering westerly, which carried us into latitude 3:1° N., 
longitude 155

0 W. by the 9th of October, where we ha\'e met light southerly 
winds and calms, with extremely hot weather. 

This season, to the north of Behring Strait, has been, as far as my experience
goes, unusually fine; the latter part of July, until the middle of August, remark
able for the prevalence of strong north and north-easterly winds, which brought 
the ice further south, but at the same time cleared the coast of it. 

In the beginning of May there was a solid wall of ice from Gore's Island to' 
Cape Tbadeus. July 1st, the bay south of East Cape was full of ice, and on 
the same date, frl)m East Cape to Serde Kamen, a compact body of ice. Ice 
drove north. ." hales folJoweu it up close. The furthest north any whale-ship' 
has reached thiS year has been 70 deg. 30 min., and that on the American coast; 
The part of the sea clearest o.f ice has been the meridian of 171 degrees. 

The Bay' of St. L.awrence IS much frequented by the whalers, both in going 
north and III returnmg south. 

I have tra~smitted for th~ir Lords~ips' information every document in any way 
connected WIth the .BehrIng Stra~ts' expedition during the present season, 
that they should b~ III full po~sesslOn. of the ~eans of judging of their impor
tance, and l~ave gl\:en them m detaIl my VIews and opinions respecting the 
reports the rem c?ntamed, to p;event that apprehension and anxiety in the minds 
of those so much mterested, .wlnch I consider an unexplained promulgation of them 
would .be calculated to excI~e. , I ~ave at the same time transmitted a copy of 
m~ I?rIvate letter to Captam CollInson from Oahee, in which they will see my 
o~mlon as to the route he ~hould follow on his voyage towards th'e straits. He 
w.I11 have place? much welg?t on my experience, and has, I now feel, prolonged' 
hiS voyage .by It. He left It an open question with Commander M'Clure, who 
made a straight course (the pr~per on~ I now consider to be, pursued up to the 
end of ~ugust), and succe~ded III .maklllg a wonderful passage, passing from the
south Side of the Aleu!lan cham to Cape Lisburne without making land. 
Althou.gh I hav~ b~en pamfu~ly unsuccessful in the object of my voyage, I hope 
for thelf Lor~shl.ps approb~tton of the manner in which I have endeavoured to 
carry out theIr vlew~ and Wishes. We are now on our voyage home; how much 
more happy would It have been had it pleased God to have made us the means 

of 
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()f extending succour to the missing ships, in which many of us have old ship- NO.4. 
mates, and very dear friends. Proceedings of 

Had it been vouchsafed to us, I feel certain that by the ability, assisted by the Capt. H. Kellett, 
. . I f ffi d tl . i! d d f h I c. B. and Com. uutIrlng zea ? my 0d cers, an

f 
le unllorm goo con uct 0 my crew, t at man'der T. E. L. 

should have gIven a goo account 0 the resources over which they have honoured l\Ioore. 
me with the command. 

In conclusion of this my third voyage to the Arctic sea, and return to the 
tropics, I have felt it my duty to thus soon place their Lordships in possession of 
my estimate of the conduct of my officers during the protracted service, by 
writing a separate letter in their behalf. 

J have, &c. 
The Secretary of the Admiralty, 

London. 
(signed) Henry Kellett, 

Captain. 

The" Herald" arrived at Honolulu, Oahee, on the 16th of October 1850 
after a good passage of 23 days from Port Clarence. Should their Lordship~ 
wish to communicate with me previous to my return to England, a letter would 
probably catch me at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Note.-The vessel which conveys this to Hong Kong sails to-day, the 17th, 
at noon. 

Enclosure to No.4 (A.) 

My dear Collinson, " Herald," Oahee, 20 May 1850. 
I HAVE left here for you, tracings of everything we have done that could be 

useful to you. Everybody has been anxious to contribute. Two tracings of 
Wainwright)nlet, one of the survey of, and the other the eye sketch and position 
of the ice when we first made it. This would be a good place for the "Plover," 
and 8he could be got there had she the assistance of your steam launch, to land 
the stores as we lightened her. I have left here for you also four tons of coals, 
which you can either take or not, as you like. They are at Mr. Robinson's 
building yard, in bags ready for taking on board. There is no wood. 

When you leave this you will of course run to the (southward) leeward of the 
island, giving it a wide berth of at least 20 miles, for fear of calms. At that 
season you will, however, have less chance of meeting them. Keep to the south
ward of the parallel of Bird Island in making your westing, and do not haul up 
for the south points of Kamschatka until you have got at least as far west as 
Beechey went. You cannot follow a better track. Sighting the coast of Kam
schatka, run from cape to cape of its coast, paesing to the westward of St. 
Lawrence Island. 

Should you have a day or so light wind there, you will find the natives most 
friendly, and you may procure a good supply of reindeer. It was here the 
" Plover" wintered in 1849; you have got a tracing of her harbour. 

Leaving St. Lawrence, pass by all means to the westward of the Diomedia 
Is!ands. Although Beechey recommends the eastern passage, it is neither so 
WIde or so safe. East Cape may be passed within a quarter of a mile, whereas 
Cape Prince of Wales has a shoal running off it, not well defined in its limits. 

If you should be obliged to pass through the Aleutian Group, by all means 
prefer the Straits of Sequam (Amoughta); they are wide, safe, and free from 
races, which none of the others are. I have passed through them. You will 
find a very good description of them in the book which I have left for you, trans
lated from the French by Mr. Woodward, purser of this ship, for your expedition. 
I have now got you into the straits; of course you will not attempt to enter 
Kotzebue Sound; should you do so, leave a bottle for me 10 feet magnetic north 
of the pole on the top of Chamisso. Let this be an arrangement between us: 
10 feet magnetic north from a pole, or the centre of a pile, will Le always the 
place to look for information; unless, indeed, instructions are cut or painted on 
some conspicuous rock or bluff. 

On the very western extreme of Point Hope, I shall leave a mark and bottle 
for. you, and shall consider this as our principal rendezvous; but if you cannot 
walt, more than probable I shall fall in with you off Wainwright In!et, w~ere I 
shall erect an enormous mark on Point Collie. After that everythmg WIll ?e 
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uncertain. Close to Captain Beechey's " Asses' Ears," in a bay to the south
ward and west of Cape Lisburne, I placed a mark and left a bottle last year. 
I shall also leave a bottle there for you this year. 7 • 

That you will be very late is beyon~ a douht .. "\ ou can ha~dly reach the .Ice 
before the middle of August; at that tIme there IS a ve.ry consIde~able Lreakmg 
up of the season. These seas may be navigated by a Jolly boat I? the months 
of July, June, and part of May, but in the month of August I experIenced strong 
and frequent O'ales, with a very short uneasy sea. . 

The weathe~ improves again early in September. In Kotzebue Soun~, at thIS 
season, easterly winds prevail, with beautiful weather: A,t the end of thIs month 
the winter commences and sets in rapidly. Some tm~e ~n November the sound 
freezes over (so ~ay the natives here), and no doubt thIS IS the case much sooner 
further north. 

I have sent YOll " Nancy Dawson's" track round Point Barrow, :\11' . .:\Iartin:s 
journal in command of my launch, and some r~n:arks by Mr. PulIe? and SIr 
John Richardson, to show you the different opIlllOns there are relatIve to the 
nati vl'~. 

My opinion is, that where women are present there is hardly e~er any fear. of 
an attack from savages. The ES(luimaux, whenever I have come III contact WIth 
them, have been most friendly. Nothing, in fact, could exceed their endeavours 
to please and a~~ist, when I traced the" Buckland," where they were associated 
in great numbers; and what is more extraordinary, that, with the exception of 
some petty pilfering at Wainwright Inlet, there was not committed an act of 
theft all the time we were among them. 

Your object being to get to the eastward, it is to be considered which is to be 
the best route. To pass round Point Barrow appears to be the most practicable; 
last year I think you might have succeeded in doubling it. From all we know, 
and from the native account, the ice collects and packs heavily on Point Barrow, 
open but for a short time, and not every year. 

By their accounts there is every year a boat passage to the great river (Mac
kenzie) from Point Barrow. You will see by :\11'. Martin's journal that they 
sa\\" broken water to the north and west of the point. The yacht was pressed on 
to the shore, but the ice grounded and she escaped; something similar to what 
happened to Beechey's barge. 

Should you be enabled to double this point and escape the shoal water, we 
will see you return by the Atlantic (by God's blessing, with our friends in com
pany), as I do not consider you can return by the west. 

The mouth of the Mackenzie may afford you shelter for the winter, or, still 
better, one of the numerous islands east of its entrance. I believe that the 
yicinity of a river is to be by all means avoided as a wintering station. The ice, 
I. S~l', was.o~ce compl~tely forced over the island on which Fort Good Hope was 
sItuated; It IS now shIfted to the main. 

From this position YO.ll could easily, in the early spring, send your parties, who 
would .do much~ knowlll9' they had their house close to them: very different 
from SIr John RIchardson s party, who could not arrive at the coast until a con
siderable portion of the season was spent, and were obliged to relinquish their 
search early, so .as to ~~ach shelter before the winter set in. Should you fortu
nately get to tIllS pOSItIOn, you would have the means of communication with 
England. 

From this to get you into the Atlantic: I feel certain that ships of your size 
could ~ot pass by t~e route of Simpson; it is obvious, therefore, that you would 
be ?bhged to get dIrectly north, so as to avoid Victoria, Wollaston, and Banks, 
whICh may be all one great !and, or a mass of islands. By this route, also, you 
wo~ld almost ensure yo~r ffIends not being to the westward of you. 

"\: ou ar~ now at Parry s Isl~nd; get home as fast as possible by his old track
By fol.lo~mg the coast you wI~1 be exposed to being beached; almost impossible 
to .avOId It. When east. of ~OII~t Barrow, anchored under a sandbank off Dease's 
Inlet: the bo~ts ?ad no Ice l~ SIght, with a fair win~ and a strong easterly tide. 
~ ha\ e n~ falth III the sea bemg very ~Iear for any tIme by the fact of not seeing 
Ice; for l~ these seas at. l~ast packed Ice cannot be seen in clear weather more 
than 10 mIles from a slup s mast-head. 

As fo~ a polar bas!n, there may be one, but well filled with lumps of ice. 
~ rangel ~ always commg to open ~ater proves nothing, from the circumstance of 
Ice not bemg Seen for a greater distance than 10 miles. Arctic voyagers can 

tell 
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ten you when they are approaching ice at a considerable distance by the blink, 
and also, when near the pack, of open water by the sky. I have seen myself the 
blink very plain, one dark night, off Wainwright Inlet; but then I do not think 

-I was more than 10 miles from it. I have tried also to fancy I have seen oa 
water sky. 

I am not trying to make you believe that these appearances are humbug, but 
that they may be carried too far by an imaginative mind. As an example, a 
man I had on board as icemaster, who had been a long time in the Greenland 
trade, quite seriously came to report to me, while at anchor in Kotzebue Sound, 

'that he had been to the mast-head, and could distinctly see the blink off Cape 
Krusenstern; that he thought it was nearer than that, but that he was positi\Oe 
the pack was resting on that point, distant more than a hundred mile1'. Some 
days afterwards we passed without seeing a particle of ice. 

Another plan you may follow: make the ice west of Point Barrow; follow it 
westerly, and northerly when it will permit you; as you will be able to pass 
through streams of ice and broken packs, you will get a long way north. 

I consider that when the sea is open, clear water will be always found on the 
meridian of East Cape further north than in any other; that is, when Point 
Barrow and the coast of Asia are encumbered, a clear channel will be found 
near this meridian, leading, more than probable, to a terra incognita. 

You will see by my track how I was led that way, and might have reached, I 
am convinced, a more northerly position, but that a blink was reported south of 
me. It would not do, although we have hard sides, to run the risk of being 
nipped or losing our chains, which we should do the first jostling' match we have 
with the ice. 

If"you do not find land, you will be exposed to wintering in the pack. The 
land I discovered I am convinced you might reach, but it would perhaps be too 
far west. There are harbours on the coast of Asia, south of Cape North (the 
one Cook entered, for instance) ; there you might winter this season. Should that 
prove a bad position, you might go through the straits and winter in St. Lawrence 
Bay, Emma's Harbour, Point Tchaplin, or a better position than either, Grantley 
Harbour. You will bear in mind, however, that in wintering in any of these 
ports that a vessel choosing her time for leaving the Sandwich Islands will always 
get into Behring sea long before a vessel wintering in any of them is clear of the 
ice. The" Plover," within 40 hours' sail of Kotzebue Sound, having cut 
through 1 ! miles of five-foot ice, only reached it 20 hours before me, touching 
at and getting on shore at Petropaulski. I could have arrived there a month 
before, but that I had a long passage, and left late in the season. 

I do not think your vessels can winter in Kotzebue Sound; although Sir 
James Ross speaks of its many well-sheltered coves, it has none for you, and 
none with more than eight feet water. Captain I3eechey says that a vessel 
would require, to enable her to winter there, good anchors and cables; for good
ness sake don't try that, for were your anchors and cables to hold, the ice would 
pass right over you . 

. I have endeavoured to give you all the information I possess, and have also freely 
gIven you my opinions; you certainly have a difficult and arduous task to per
form, but all that zeal and ability can do, you and your companions will, I am 
assured, accomplish. But what is zeal and ability without God's assistance? 
That He may grant it you, that you may all return in health, to make glad the 
h~arts of your own friends, and to receive the blessings of the relatives and 
frIends of those of whom you are in search, is the earnest wish and prayer of 

Your sincere Friend, 
Captain Collinson, c. B., 

Her Majesty's Ship" Enterprise." 
(signed) Henry Kellett. 
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No.4 (B.) 

NARRATIVE of the PROCEEDINGS of Commander T. E. L. Jloore, of Her 
Majesty's Ship" Plover," from September 1849 to September 1850. 

Her Majesty's Brig" Plover," Grantley Harbour, 
Sir Port Clarence, 2 September 1850. 

I HA ~E the honour to communicate to vou, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, an accoi:tnt of the proceedi?gs of Her l\~ajesty's 
brig under my command, since the September 1849, whIch I trust WIll meet 
their Lordships' approbation. . 

Her Majesty's ship "Herald" having sailed o~ the mormng o~ the 29th 
September (1849), I commenced to dismantle the slllpand se?ure her III the b~st 
manner the nature of the place would admit. To effect tIllS purpose the. salls 
were unbent, the running gear unrove, and the gr~at bulk of t~e more ~elghty 
provisions and stores taken on shore and lodg:d I~ a house bUIlt of dnftwood. 
By these means and takino' advantarre of sprIng tIdes, I was enabled to place 
the vessel to an' appearanc~ in secu~ity in 12 feet water, with an anchor ahead 
to the N. E., and the hempen and chain streams astern, with a kedge and strea?I 
anchors. The stem being the strongest and most prote.ctedyart of the ShIp 
was thus placed to seaward, as I conceived that to be the dlrectIOll whence any 
danger of pressure from the ice was to be apprehended. .. 

It was not until the 17th of October that the temperature of the aIr fell III a 
remarkable degree, when ice began to form in the bay, ~endering it necessary to 
~ave th: boats I!auled up and securely housed for ~he '~Illter. On the 2C?th ~he 
Ice, whICh was Just strong enough to bear a man s weIght, apparently Yleldlllg 
to the combined force of a rising tide and a heavy squall from the westward, set 
out from the bay, dividing upon the stream cable and rudder, and .r~lliDg the 
vessel from side to side in its passage, but producing no further lDJury than 
ruming and fraying the edges of the sheets of copper, with which it came in 
contact. 

On the 23d the ice had again formed permanently in the bay, and I set about 
"housing in" the ship, which I was enabled by the plentiful supply of drift 
wood in the neighbourhood, to make much more complete than in the previous 
winter. 

Although the ice was firm in the bay, it was not so for some considerable time 
in the offing, being frequently broken and thrown into hummocks of great 
height off the more prominent points of land, and in those places where the 
strength of the tidal stream seemed greatest. In the meantime a large stock of 
firewooJ had been collected and stacked in a convenient place, an observatory 
built on shore, tide pole erected, &c., and all other necessary arrangements made 
for employing the leisure hours of the crew by such means as were calculated to 
instruct and amuse. 

The reduction of the number of the ship's company by the absence of lieu
tenant Pullen's party, and the iess social disposition of the natives here (in Kotze
bue Sound). than on. the Asiatic side of the straits, unavoidably tended in some 
degree to cIrcumSCrIbe our resources, but not to lessen the cheerful confidence 
with which our second winter was encountered. 

~V~lilst the bay was yet navi~able I took the opportunity of visiting the natives 
resI.dmg upon the B.uckland RIV€r, for the purpose of more completely gaining 
theIr confidence, WIth th.e hope that they might be prevailed to hunt for us, or 
prove thems~lves otherWIse useful to us during the winter, and I have good 
reason to belIeve I have been successful to a considerable extent. 

During the ~onths of No~ember and December the ship was visited by a large 
number of natIves, from tIme to time brinrrinrr with them small quantities of 
reindeer an~ fish (especi~ll.~ the latter), 'whicho th~y readily bartered for tobacco. 
These supplIes, though !Imlted, p~oved sufficient to enable everyone to enjoy 
the. close o~ the year wIth somethI.ng of the comfort appropriate to that time, 
beSIdes whIch the voluntary exertIons of the officers were not wantin(T in the 
production of plays and other amusements, so highly conducive to health, and 
calculated to. ward off. the depression of spirits so liable to affiict men tbus cir
cumstanced, If left entIrely to their own resources: indeed, I can look back with 
unalloyed pleasure on the unfeigned enjoyment of the crew at that season, 

which 
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which was more especially observable OIl Christmas-day, on which the men, 
following the practice of the preceding year, dined together at one table on the 
upper deck. 

Among other sources of occupation and healthy excitement during the months 
of November and December, was the migration of numerous herds of reindeer to 
the southward, in pursuit of which parties were repeatedly allowed to leave the 
ship, whos~ efforts, however, were not crowned with success, owing to the fleetness 
of these ammals, the openness of the country, and the want of previously arranged 
plans of concealment, from which they ini<rht be surprised. 

'Early in the mon~h of December I halsufficient confidence in the peaceable 
manners of the natives to allow some of the officers to visit a chief's villao'e at 
the entrance of Hotham Inlet, hoping by that means to <rain intellio'ence of Sir 
John Franklin's party, who might be heard of along the ~oast, as wcll as extend 
a friendly feeling toward us as far as they had communication with lleiO'hbouring 
tribes. Hearing of an old chief at that place, represented as a ma~ of great 
influence among these people, I paid him a visit in January, although the tem
perature was then 35 deg. of Fahrenheit. I found him exceedingly attentive and 
desirous to cultivate a good understanding with us, promising to forward my 
views to the utmost. 

Whilst yet at this place several natives ani ved from flome distance to the 
northward to barter; they at first wished me to accompany them back to their 
country, but on some of my party expressing a willingness to go with them, the 
chief and his people displayed a most decided reluctance to permit it, enumerating 
the difficulties, privations, and the dangers attending such a journey, and at the 
same time endeavouring to persuade the strangers Hot to visit the ship; and in 
this eventually they were successful. 

Similar journeys, for the express purpose of meeting northern natives, were 
performed on the Spafareif River, as well as the village to the north and east of 
Hotham Inlet, where an equally good reception awaited all visitors; hut beyond 
these points it seemed difficult to penetrate, the chief difficulty being our inability 
to induce the natives to act as guides to the habitations of the distant tribes. 
Thinking some information relative to Sir John Franklin might be obtained at 
the Russian Fort Michaelowski, in Norton Sound, I availed myself of the prof
fered services of Mr. B. C. J. Pim, acting mate, to communicate with that place. 
In this journey the principal obstacle was the hinderance of the natives, shown in 
unwillingness and delay in supplying the necessary food for the dogs. 

From these journeys, and some of the natives who visited the ship, I have 
heard several reports of strangers visiting tiJis country to the north, in boats or 
ships, which it will be necessary to enter into more at length. 

The first report I received in the month of November 1849 from a native of 
the Buckland River, who stated that two ships as large as the" Plover," and 
resembling her in the number of masts, &c., had, in the course of the summer of 
1848, stood in-shore to the eastward of Point Barrow, and were visited by some 
Esquimaux in a biadar; and that after they had been on board a short time the 
water shoaled, when the vessels put about to the northward, on which the natives 
left them; after this they were not again seen. This report was said to have 
been brought during the summer of 1848, by a native who had actually been on 
board one of the vessels, and who, they told me, visited Kotzebue Sound every 
summer; but although constant inquiries have been made this year, nothing more 
could be elicited respecting him. 

On the 30th of April Mr. Pim returned from Michaelouski Redoubt, bri?ging 
a report from the Russian authorities at that place, to the effect that III the 
summer of 1848, a party of people, consisting of two officers and ten men, were 
on the north coast of the continent, with two boats; that they were in some 
degree of distress, and that they had bartered their arms, &c. with the Inr.li.a?s 
for flour and other provisions. This intelligence had reached MichaelouskI III 
consequence of their bartering with the natives having interfered with the tr~ders 
at a Russian trading post on the river ., Ek-ko" (so called by the RUSSIans), 
but which I take to be the ¥ucan or Colville River. The communication between 
.:\lichaelouski Redoubt and this place is said to be effected by meanr, of light 
boats ascending a river at the head of Norton Sound, called the Ko-iak-pa~. and 

.crossing a mountainous ridge, and then descending a tr~but~~y of the. ColVIlle to 
the post. The Admiralty polar chart confirms the practIcabIlIty of tillS means of 

-communication. 
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On the 1St of :\Iny 1850 four natives arrived from the northward, one of whom 
had yisitcd the ship several times before, and appe~red perfectly to u?derstand 
the mission on which the" Plover" h:IS come to tins country. He saId that he 
had been travelling a long distance up the River No-a-t?k, (a stream of 100 
yards wide, and bordered thickly with pine trees, by Mr. Martm s (second master) 
account who visited it in the month of February 1850, for the purpose of 
obtainido. intelligence of the missing ships), which falls into Hotham Inlet, north 
of the opening of that sheet of water into Kotzebue Sound; that he t~ere met 
a part.'" of natives, who told him of a vessel and a n~lInber of people" lIke our
selYCS," who were a long way to the northward, wIth whom they had bartered 
for knives, beads, and tobacco. This man's description of the country, and a 
chart he drew, led me to believe that the place indicated to be somewhere near 
Point Barrow. In proof of his assertions he broug'ht a wooden model of ~he 
blade of a knife, which the natives had bartered from the strangers, marked wIth 
a cross or dagger near the haft. . 

My anxiety on receiving this report was very great, as beSIde the c~ance of 
any of Sir John Franklin's expedition having reached any part of tins coast, 
I dreaded the possibility of Lieutenant Pullen's h~vjng at~empted to ret';1rn to 
this ship at a later period of the season, and bemg detam~d ?y unavOld~ble 
difficulties on the northern coast. As the only means of reheVIng my anxIety 
on this point, 1 scnt Mr. Thomas Bourchier, acting second master, to the chief's 
village, to ascertain \"hat reliance might be placed on the report, and what pos
sibility of effecting a communication. On his arrival there, the chief's eldest 
son, by far tile most active and intelligent of his tribe, made every inquiry 
regarding' the report; after which he assured Mr. Bourchier that there was no 
truth ill it, but made up with the hope of obtaining the large reward of a musket 
and a quantity of tobacco I had offered to any native who brought the proof 
that he had fallen in with any strangers" like ourselves." 

He also told Mr. Bourchier that the place where these people "'ere was unap
proachable, except by sea. 

Notwithstanding this opinion of the chief's son, there were others of the tribe 
who maintained the truth of the report. 

These rumonrs made me still m01"f~ anxious for the breaking up of the ice; and 
the small patches of land, as they appeared, and slowly increased by the melting 
ofthe snow in May, were watched by us all with the most intense interest. During 
this and the preceding month the ship was completely rigged and freed from 
the immediate contact of the" floe," by sawing to some distance around. In 
JUlie the ice was much thinned, becoming rotten in many places near the 8I101'c. 
by \"hich I was enabled to move the ship a short distance ahead into deeper 
water. On the 22d of June some slight movement of the main floe was observed 
to take place, which subsequently increased with each succeeding tide, but with
out seeming to lessen the quantity of ice about us. The cause of this is, I think, 
sufficiently apparent. The Buckland, and rivers of a smaller size, at this season 
already co~ple~ely thawed, and considerably swollen by the draining of the land, 
presses the Ice Il1 Escholtz Bay on towards the f'ound, where it is subject to fre
quent checks by the flowing tide and westerly winds; thus keeping the passage 
completely blocke~ up, u!l~il very l!ttle ice is left in the bay or the sound. As 
the bay clea.r~d a httle, gIVIng. t~e Ice more play, the ship became much ham
pered, requIrIng the utmost VIgilance to prevent her being pushed high upon 
~he beach, or ?verwhdmed by the pressure of floe upon floe, frequently depend
Ing f~r her safety upon the anchors and cables; and when the former, losing their 
hold In the gTolmd, allowed ~er to dri"e! they still had the effect of keeping the 
st.em to the pressure, to WhlC!l I c~ncelve her safety was owing. It would be 
dIfficult to convey an adequate Idea of the slow but irresistible force of floe backed 
by floe to t~e distance of s~ye.ral mi~es to the north-eastward, becoming greater by 
accumulatIOn at every resIstlllg pomt. On tile 25th of June the ebb-tide of both 
morning and ~vening .thus. forced the ship on the ground, but the anchors still 
kept tl!e. bows In the d~rec~lOn of the pressure; the floes of 3 to 4 feet in thick
nt:~~, mmg along the mclmed plane of the cables, then splitting to the distance 
of several hundred feet ahead, were crushed beneath the stem or thrown outwards 
off the bows, then 'passing astern pil~d in broken masses of 12 to 15 feet in height 
along ~he .shor~ ot t~e bay. Each tIme as the force of the ebb tide ceased, the ship 
was WIth mfimte tOll brought O?t to deeper water, to be again brought into the 
bay, or grounded by the succeedmg ebb. Thus daily harassed, I remained waiting' 

any 
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any chance of open wate.r until the 12th of July, when I was enabled to get as far as NO.4. 
the anchorage at Chamlsso, to find the sound still filled with ice. Proceedings of 

Whilst surrounded by the many dangers and difficulties which I have bllt Capt. H. Ke!lett 
vainly attempted to describe, I cannot too highly commend the indefatiO'able c. B·d, 3nTd CE?m

L
-

. f L' Ed I J L to man er . . . exertIOns 0 leu tenant ware . loyd Cooper, whose valuable assistance to Moore. 
me on several trying occasions merit my ,vannest approbation; and it is with ---
great pleasure that I have the honour to bring him nnder their Lordships' notice, 
as an old officer, whose career through the service has been marked with strict 
attention to, and zeal in all his duties. 

The amount and nature of the injury sustained by the hull of the vessel is 
sufficiently apparent, but not of a kind to interfere with her efficiency for service, 
being chiefly confined to the copper sheathing, many sheets of which are com
pletely torn off, below the water line, and others partly so, but the doubling 
beneath does not seem to have sustained more than an immaterial bruising of its 
surface; the midship section on each side is bilged, apparently about three
quarters of an inch, and all the whelps of the windlass broken in the wake of the 
bolts by the strain of the cables. 

The health of the mfn was much better during the beginning and depth of 
the winter than might have been expected; but in the spring scorbutic appear
ances were observed by Mr. John Simpson, assistant-surgeon, which were soon 
removed under his skilful treatment. In the month of April these appearances 
were general, languor and bodily weakness being observable among the greater 
number of the men while at work on deck. Under these circumstances, at the 
recommendation of Mr. Simpson, I directed the issue of salt meat, hitherto used 
four days a week, to be suspended, and in lieu, issued an increased allowance of 
preserved meats, with a due proportion of vegetables and other articles of diet, 
to be given. At the end of a fortnight I had the pleasure of seeing the sick list 
much reduced, and the whole crew manifestly much improved in strength as well 
as in looks, and whilst congratulating myself on this improvement, I was enabled 
to barter a large quantity of venison from the natives residing on the Sparfareif 
River. This welcome supply was issued at the rate of two pounds per man each 
day in place of the preserved meats, and proved a most beneficial variety in the 
provisions, so that by the end of May the health and efficiency of the ship's com
pany may be said to have been restored. 

I have omitted to allude to the individual journey and arduous services per
formed by the officers and men under my command during the past winter, in 
consequence of their results not always bearing directly on the subject of the 
expedition, \\""hil8t it is a pleasing duty for me to assure their Lordships of the 
continued zeal and assiduity with which each officer and man has continued to 
perform, not only the duties of his station, but also in carrying out the objects 
I had in view for the furtherance of the important service on which we are 
employed. Often opposed by strong winds and snow drift in a temperature from 
2? deg. to 40 deg. below Zero (Fahrenheit), and frequently obliged to pass whole 
mghts in the snow; and in their intercourse with the natives displaying a firm
ness and conciliatory manner toward them, which has obviated anything like ill
will or misunderstanding on their part. 

On the 13th of July I det.ermined upon burying a quantity of provisions on 
thetSandy spit of Chamisso Island, for the relief of any parties that might possibly 
arrive during my visit to the northward, and on the 14th landed the following 
species, with directions on the face of a rock where they were to be found; viz., 
biscuit, 160Ibs.; flour, 2S0 lbs. ; salt beef, 20s1bs.; pork, 20s1bs. ; and preserved 
meats, 20s1bs. A large quantity of ice still remained in the sound on the even
ing of the 15th, when a bO!lt arrived from Her Majesty's ship "Herald," (off 
Cape Espenberg), that ship being unable to push through the pack, whi.ch had 
detained me. The next morning I weighed (the ice having opened durmg the 
night), and at noon met the" Herald" about 10 miles to the westward, when 
I returned with her to Chamisso. I then received their Lordships' letter of the 
14th December lS49, directing me to the Sandwich Islands, to refit and await 
further. orders. 

~aying informed Captain Kellett, C.B., of the reports which I had received 
d~lrmg tile past winter relative to strangers having been on the coast, I. r~quested 
lum to a11\)w me to proceed to the northward, for the purpose of obtammg any 
further intelligence of them, which he immediately granted, and aD the .17th 
J""ly I sailed,.mving off Point Hope on the morning .of.the ~oth •. I bUTled.a 
letter of i·nformation fQr Captain· Collinson, C.B., acqu~l.lnt.mg hIm wIth the p~Sl-
1.-97. D 4 tlon 
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tion of the" Herald" and my proceedings, after which I. bore up for Icy Cafe, 
off which place I arrived on the 23d, when, accompamed by Mr. H. Martm, 
second master lUI'. C. W. Stevenson, master's assistant, 11 men and two boats, 
I left for Point Barrow. Lieutenant Cooper being in charg~ of the" Plover," 
with instructions where to rendezvous, as had been prevIously arranged by 
Captain Kellett and myself. 

I felt a O"ood deal of anxiety after leaving the" Plover," in consequence of the 
few hanrlsoleft on board Commander Pullen's party and my own having reduced 
the number down to 2~, officers included; but on the morning of the 9th of 
August I was delighted to see h~r standing into ~ ainwright Inlet, at which 
place I had arrived four days prevIOUS, when 1 was .mformed that Co~mander 
M'Clure in the" InvestlO"ator " had been spoken WIth, from whom LIeutenant 
Cooper received" the B~ok" in which is published their Lordships' orders to 
Captain Collinson, C.B. Having a.strong N. E. breeze I made the best of my 
way in the" Plover" to Cape Lisburne (the appointed .rendezvous), to communi
cate the result of my inquiries to Captain Kellett, winch I now beg to lay before 
their Lordships. 

The weather being fine on the day I left the" Plover" (23d July), I got into 
'Vainwright Inlet the same afternoon, and rested the people in the evening 
within two miles of Point Belcher. Shortly after leaving this place I met several 
natives, who told me they had seen a vessel with two mast;; about a month 
previous, but I placed no reliance on this statement, as the report had evidently 
been circulated amongst them by other natives that I was in search of two ships, 
and I could see their only motive was to obtain a present of tobacco. On the 
24th I arrived at the second Seahorse Island (going north), on which I buried 
210lbs. of preserved meat, 1:281bs. pemican, 131bs. cocoa, and 191bs. sugar, 
and erected a post on the western extreme of this i:51and, on which is marked 
directions for finding the provisions. On the 26th I reached a small river in 
lat. 71 deg. 11 min. N.; long. 156 deg. 52 min. 34 sec. W., where I found 
the provisions buried by Mr. Shedden, owner of the R. T. Y. C. schooner 
"Nancy Dawson" last summer. They remained undisturbed, the post only, 
which marked the spot, heing partly destroyed by the natives; I did not of course 
remove them. 

On my arrival at Point Barrow on the 27th, I was received by the natives in 
the most friendly manner possible, not only expressing themselves glad to see 
us, but assisting the boats' crews in tracking up the boats from a point about twC) 
miles below the village. Parties of natives had followed me up the whole 
length of coast from Wainwright Inlet, with whom I was in constant communi
cation, but although every inquiry was made relative to the people reported to 
haye been at Point Barrow during the past winter, nothing could be ascertained. 
I then commenced my interrogatory, when I was informed that a number of 
people "like ourselves" had arrived at a river called the Ko-pak (when I was 
unable to discoyer); that they had bartered their arms for food, were now dead 
and buried by the natives there. On my further questioning them as to the 
manner of their deaths, they appeared reluctant to answer me. I then offered 
one of them a musket and a quantity of tobacco to guirle me to the spot where 
they were buried, but he, as well as all the others of his tribe refused, excusing 
themselves by saying, that there were no huts on the journey at which they 
could stop. From what I can understand, the river Ko-pak must be close to the 
Mackenzie. 

Finding I could obtain no satisfactory or definite information from these 
people, relative to this widely circulated report, I pushed on to Dease Inlet, and 
to 154 deg. 59 min. "'. longitude, in hopes of meeting other natives who might 
be more communicative on the subject, but to my great disappointment ·found 
they had all left, o~ ~hich I .made the best of my· way back to the" Plover," for 
the purpose of obtammg a remf?rc~ment of men, boats, and provisions, to enable 
me to proceed to the MackenZIe, 111 order to ascertain if possible who these 
people were, that were reported to have met their deaths' near that ri~er. 

The weather continuing favourable, I was at the northernmost of the Sea 
Horse Islands on the 3d August, where I met several natives one of whom had 
a knife simil.ar to the common English horn-handled tabl~ knife; he said he 
had bartered It from some people belonging to a vessel (most probably a whaler), 
when, or on what part of the coast I could not find out. 

C!n the 5th ~ arrived at Wainwright Inlet; here I met a large number of 
natrves belongmg to that place, who had just arrived from a bartering expedition 

to 
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to the north~ard, from w~om I received further information respecting the boats NO.4. 
that were saId to have arrIved at the Ko-pak. Proceedings of 

They told me that the crews llad quarrelled with the natives, who then shot Capt. H. K,ellett,. 
them with arrows and stabbed them with knives till they were all killed after c. B"danuTC~mL-

b . d 'd f h . 'man er . L. . which they were une, some on one SI e 0 t e nver, and tIle remainder the Moore . 
.other, and that the ~atives had collected the arms which were represented to me 
as making a large pIle. They also told me that one of tIle boats still remained 
at the Ko-pak, but the other had been washed away by the sea. 

I beg also to inform their Lordships that after passing to the eastward of Point 
Barrow I discovered several islands, similar in appearance to the Sea Horse 
Islands, on three of which I landed, and took possession of the whole, with the 
usual ceremonies, calling them the" Plover's Group," intending' with their Lord
ships' permiEsion to name tllem individually after the officers of' this ship, as a 
mark of the high opinion I entertain of their merits, which I have the honour to 
request their Lordships will be pleaf\ed to grant. On one of these I observed 
1racks of sledges, trending to the north-east. 

The natives also told me of the existence of a large island, east by south, true 
~f Point Barrow, about two days' journey. This range of islands, with a close 
IJeavy pack which I found in the vicinity, together with the shallowness of the 
water, induced me to express my opinion to Captains Kellett and Collinson, that 
it was impossible under the then existing circumstances for any vessel to pass to 
the eastward. The deepest water I could find between the islands and the main 
as well as close to the pack edge, never exceeded 1 i fms.; six to eight miles off 
1he land, nor could I see the smallest portion of water to the northward and east
ward, or I should have extended my voyage in that direction. 

Having made Captain Kellett acquainted with the above circuUlstances, I pro
posed to him that the" Plover" should be placed in a spot at Poiut Barrow, 
whil:h I had found available, where I could receive the provisions, &c., intended 
to complete this ship till the autumn of 1853 and store them, and where she would 
be altogether safer on the breaking up of the ice than in Kotzebue Sound, and 
that I should start with an expedition to the Mackenzie River, wbich I con
ceived might be done with every probability of being able to return before the 
winter could set in. But in consequence of Captain Kellett's being of opinion, that, 
by accompanying this ship to Point Barrow, he would endanger the "Herald's" 
being beset, 01' driven on the fiats to the eastward, and the impossibility of taking 
on board the provisions necessary to yictual my crew, and any parties that might 
arrive during the next three years, the idea of wintering' at Point Burrow was 
abandoned. Had not the season becn too fin advanced to dispatch the boats from 
Wainwright Inlet, to anticipate the prospect of their return the same season 
(which I considered should be done, if possible, to obviate the risk of distressing 
the Hudson Bay posts on the l\lackenzie, by the addition of a large party) [ 
should have proposed starting them from that place. 

The 15th of August having arrived, without hearing any tidings of Captain 
Collinson, C.B., in the" Enterprise," and feeling it to be of the greatest import
ance that he should be met with as soon as possible, I requested Captain Kellett 
to allow me to run over the line between Cape Lisburne and East Cape, the one 
he would most likely take; that I should then communicate with any whalers 
that might be in the straits, and in the event of receiving any information rela
~ive to him, return to the rendezvous off Cape Lisburne with the intelligence. But 
If on the cont.rary I could hear nothing of the" Enterprise" I might proceed to 
Kotzebue Sound, and in a convenient spot bury such provisions as might be 
thought necessary for any party or parties during the next winter, together with 
a letter stating where the " Plover" might be found, and the extent of my re
sources; that I should also leave this ship's pinnace, provided with all the 
necessary gear, in a sheltered place, to meet a similar contingency; ana after 
this service had been performed to permit me to go to Grandey Harbour, Port 
Clarence, to winter, as I did not consider the ship could again wint.er in Kotzebue 
Sound without almost certain dedtl'uction. Permission in accordance with this 
re9uisition was immediately granted, and on the 15th August I sailed fro~ C:~pe. 
LlSbu1'lle, spoke two whalers near East Cape, the master of one, the" Alice, of 
Cold Spring, informing me that he had instructions from the American gove!'n
ment to assist Sir John Franklin should he fall in with him; but as not1ung 
eould be heard of' the" Enterprise" 1 stood into the sound, and arrived off Cha
lDisso Island on the 2sd August; from whence, after burying 20811>s. of pre-
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served meats, 236 Ibs. of pemican, 560 Ibs. of flour, 3? Ibs. mi~ed cocoa and 
sugar, 91bs. of tea, and 18 Ibs. of sugar, on the sand.~ ~Plt of ~hat Island, leaving 
directions 011 the face of a rock as to where the provlslO~S m.lght .be fuund, and 
fitting the pinnace, I again sailed on the 26th, and arrived ID thiS harbour on 
the 30th of August. . 

Gruntley Harbour is in every respect preferable to K~tzebue Sound for WInter
ing in, being of less extent, an~, well .sl,lelter~d. by.ll1gh land from ~he severe 
northerly and easterly winds. 1 he sillp s pO~ltlO~ IS on the north Side, about 
two miles and a halffrom the entrance, \\' here the tides and currents are scarcely 
perceptible, and where the nature of the soil close to the beach is favourable for 
building'. 

On the 1stSeptember Her Majesty's ship" Enterprise" arrived, when I received 
the copy of their Lordships' letter (d~ted 16 l\Iarch 18~0) to C~ptai~ KelI~tt. 
directing him to express their approbatIOn of th~ proce~dmgs of thiS S.hlp, \~'hlCh 
I feel assured will, if possible, add to the zeal with wlllch every exertIOn will be 
made to carry out their Lordships' views in respect to the search after Sir John 
Franklin. 

I beg to forward to their Lordships copies of Captain Kellett's instructions to 
me since his arrival in Kotzebue Sound, in July 1850. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary (signed) T. E. L. Moore, Commander. 

of the Adl1liralty, &c. &c. &c. 

Enclosure 1 to No.4. (B.) 

Her Majesty's Ship "Herald," Kutzebue Sound, 
Sir, 17 July 1850. 

I HA YE the honour to acknowledge the recei pt of your letter of the 6th instant, 
deposited for me in a hottle on Chamisso Island, informing me of a native story. 
stating that some people were encamped in the vicinity of Point Barrow, and 
acquainting me of your intention to go north, and of your return to this anchorage 
after the performance of this service. 

I have also to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day's date, refer
ring me to your former letter, and requesting permission to go north to clear up 
this mystery. 

As soon as your vessel is in all respects ready, you will proceed with all possible 
dispatch to Point Hope, on the western extreme of which you will deposit a bottle 
containing information relath'e to your movements, and of the arrival and move
ments of this ship, \lith which you will acquaint Captain Collinson, should you 
fall in with him. 

From thence you will approach as near to Point Barrow as the ice will permit 
with safety from being beset, and you will endeavour, in the boats, to reach Point 
Barrow, where you will more than probable be able to ascertain whether the 
information you gleaned from the natives has been true or otherwise. Should 
you be cunvinced that no foundation has existed for their reports, you will return 
to your vessel at one of the rendezvous indicated. 

Before leaving the" Plover," you will direct the officer remaining in com
mand to proceed to the first off-shore rendezvous; but should the ice be so far 
south as not to admit of his taking up a position there, he will go on to the second 
off-shore rendezvous; and should that also prove an ineligible position, he will 
proceed to the third off-shore and ultimate rendez\'ous. 

H.aying. remained at either. of these places 10 days from the time of your 
!eavmg With the boats, he wIll (should the weather permit) sail for the first 
m.-shore rendezvous; but should t?at be found a bad position for the ship, ?e 
will advance as !lear to the second m-shore rendezvous as the water will permIt; 
and after.wards mto any of these rendezvous as frequently as the weather will 
allow. bemg careful to use every means in his power, by firing guns and otherwilK', 
to show the" Plover's" position to the boats for which he is on the look-out • 
. As I"have mad~'you acq~tai?,ted with the sailing from England of the " Inv~ 

tlgator and the ~nterpflse, under the command of Captain Richard Colhn
sO.n, c. B., and ?f. their probable arrival in these seas before the 1st of August, yon 
wIll keep a VIgilant look-out for those vessels, following Captain CollinllOD"' 
~)f(le,rs (s~ould you fall in .with him) for your further proceedings; always bear
Ing ID mmd, that Her Majesty's ship" Herald" will be found etil the 10th" 

SeptelDlJer 
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-September west of Cape Lisburne, and after that time, until it is time to leave NO.4. 
these seas, off Chamisso Island. Proceedings of 

As you are aware of their Lordships' instructions relative to the necessity of Capt. Hd ~ellett, 
any boats which may be dispatched, returning in sufficient time to ensure their ~:~d:rn T. E~. 
vessel's timely return to the southward, I have only to trust to your known zeal Moore. 
and ability for the performance of this duty. ----

Commander T. E. L. Moore, 
H. M. Ship " Plover." 

Off-Shore Rendezvous. 

1st -
2d -
3d -

- 70 52' 
- 700 22' 

1630 

1640 

1670 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Henry Kellett, Captain. 

In-Shore Rendezvous. 

0' 1st Wainwright's Inlet. 
0' 2d Icy Cape. 
0' due west of Cape Lisburne. 

Enclosure 2 to No 4 (B.) 

Her Majesty's Ship" Herald," off Cape Lisburne, 
Sir, 14 August 1850. 

IN reply to your letter of this day's date, I beg to state that I fully concur with 
you as to the lateness of the present season for dispatching a second boat expedi
tion to endeavour to find out the place where a party of white men are reported 
by the natives to have been murdered. 

I conceive so large a party as that you think necessary to proceed would 
embarrass for provisions any party which may be sent from the" Ent.erprise " 
or "Investigator," which vessels are I see expected to send parties to the 
Mackenzie. 

The boats might reach the Mackenzie by making a run for it, yet I do not 
fancy they would have time to make the necessary examination of the inden
tations of the coast, to find out a place so ill-defined as it appears to me from 
all I can learn is the Kopuk. 

With respect to your wintering at Point Barrow, you will state to me for their 
Lordships' information, whether you consider that the "Plover" would be 
enabled to leave Point Barrow, on the breaking up of the ice on the ensuing 
season. 

By their Lordships' instructions to Captain Collinson, 15th January 1850, I 
am directed, exclusive of providing for other contingencies, to victual the 
"Plover" up to the autumn of 1853. You will, .therefore, ai; this ship cannot 
reach Point Barrow, inform me how near to the above proportion you can now 
receive here, together with the number of men you "ill require to enable you to 
perform the service referred to in your letter. 

Wherever you may be placed, any boats, stores, &c., that you may require, 
shall be furnished from the ship. I enclose a list of the quantities of provisions, 
&c., which the" Herald" can spare. 

CommanderT. E. L. Moore, 
Her Majesty's Ship " Plover." 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Henry Kellett, Captain. 

Enclosure 3 to No.4 (B.) 

. Her Majesty's Ship" Herald," off Cape Lisburne, 
SIr, 15 August 1850 . 

. IN eODsequence of our this morning's conference, and in order to carry out the 
views contained in your letter of this day's date. it is my direction that you pro
ceed toward East Cape, and there endeavour to fall in with some of the whalers, 
from whom it is more than probable you will get information respecting the 
" Bnterprise." 
, . Should y?U obtain any intelligence which you consider I ~ught !,o be acquainted 

with, you wIll return to this rendf>zvous, where 1 shall remam until the 1st of Sep
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tember; should you not, you will proceed to K.otzebue Sound, .and there b~ry 
a proportion of provisions sufficient fo~ an,Y 'part~es who ~ay amve there dunng 
the ensuin<J' winter; and also to deposIt dlstmct mformatlOn as to where they are 
to be found and also of the" Plover's" intended winter quarters; you will also 
leave the b~at. and her fittings referred to in your letter. 

After performing this service you will procee~ to Grantl~~ Harbour, make 
good your defect'>, and erect a. house for the ~ecep.tlOn of prOVIsIons, &c. 

Ten men will be sent to assIst you from thIS slup. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) Henry Kellett, 
Commander T. E. 1. Moore, Captain. 

Her Majesty's Ship .• Plover." 

The following is about what I Rhould consider sufficient to deposit on Chamisso 
Island :-

Two or three casks of flour; six or eight cases of pemican; a cask of pre
served meats, and a proportion of tea or cocoa and sugar, pounded together, and 
soldered up in tins. 

No.4 (C.) 

JOURNAL of the PROCEEDINGS of Commander T. E. L. .J.lfoore, of Her 
Majesty's Ship" Plover," a.ccompanied by Mr. H. jl£artin, Second Master, 
and 1\11'. C. IV. Stevenson, Master's Assistant, on a Boat Expedition to Point 
Barron' from Icy Cape, between the 23d July and 9th August 1850 . 

. 23d July 1S50.-At 0.45 p. m. I started from the ship with two boats; the 
launch, 22 feet, and the gig, 22 feet, with two officers (Messrs. Martin, second 
master, and Ste\'enson, master's assistant), the interpreter, and 11 men. I had 
not proceeded far when a biadar was seen coming towards us, which came 
alongside. After conversing with them, I could gain no information respecting 
the two missing ships. They kept alongside until we came abreast of their tents, 
when they parted; we, having a S. S. E. wind, went along the land very fast; 
passed two small inlets, good shelter for boats, and a stream of heavy ice to the 
westward. At 5 p. m. arrived at Wainwright Inlet, where we found 21 tents, 
and a great number of natives. They had taken their abode on the south side, 
so I took the north, but was soon favoured with their company. I had a 
long interview with them, but no information could be gained from them of Sir 
John Franklin or his people; evidently they had not heard a word about them. 
I made them presents, and we bartered some venison from them. 

They became very troublesome, thieving all they could, so, after refreshment, 
we started. They followed us some dist.ance. 

After we had got about 2 ~ miles from the entrance of Wainwright Inlet, I 
observed a lagoon, which had a small outlet. As we proceeded we found the ice 
closer in shore and packing. There was still a great quantity of heavy ice and 
snow on the beach; fine, but threatening sky. Off Point Belcher hea vy packed 
ice was seen from 'V. S. W. to N. N. W., ice on the move, roaring very loud. 
About two I!liles from Point Belcher, a biadar, containing about 12 natives, 
came off, but no information could be obtained of Sir John Franklin. Ice appa
rently closing the shore. Landed at 0.45 a. m., and made preparations for hauling 
the boats up if requisite; pitched tent. I gave the men a few hours' sleep; 
natives very quiet: dark, cloudy, rainy looking sky. 

2~th.-;\:t 8 a. m., started; the surf was beginning to rise; heavy packed ~ce 
outsHle. ll~e barometer showed 29'S5; we proceeded close in shore. Off POIDt 
Belcher the Ice w~s clo~ely packed, leaving a small lane in shore. Natives came 
off;. barter~d thel~ veDls.on and several other things. Wind N.W., ligbt and 
variable, WIth a lIttle ram; we tried to get the natives to accompany us to the 
Seahorse Islands, but they. soon left. They said that they had heard of, or seen 
a vessel,. one ?loon ago, WIth two masts; but their account was evidently false, 
merely for gam. At 2.30 p. m. came in sight of the Seahorse Islands. There 
was not enough water for the boats between the first island and the maio: 
but we found 12 and 14 feet 011 O"oinO" in between the first and second islands. 
Landed at 3.40 p. m.; pitched tent,eit being thick, foggy, rainy weather; the 
barometer showed 29'85; temperature, 46 deg. Dug a hole and bnried 210 Ibsof 
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of preserved meats, 128 Ibs. pemican, 19 ii ILs. sugar, 13 f6Ibs. cocoa, for any No, 4· 
.parties coming along the coast, on the second island (it has hummocks on it), ~~~~~e~i.l~~~tt,. 
placing a mark on the western extreme to indicate the spot. c. B'

I 
and Com-

25th.-Fine breeze, S. S. W. ; misty, foggy, wet; at 6 a. m. started; obliged ~~~~~:~ T.E. L. 
to go over to the S. 'V. bank. as the channel ran along that shore, steering 
N. E. ~ E.; barometer showed 29'84; temperature, 46 degrees. We ran until 
about 11 a. m., when we found ourselves close to the northernmost Seahorse 
Islands, and very shoal water, which obliged us to pull two miles to the 
southward to get through, having only two teet water. These can scarcely be 
called islands; they are no more than sand banks, covered with heavy ice, about 
.eight and ten feet high, and ollly here and there the bank is seen. 'Ve moored 
at Peard Bay, at O. 30 p. m.; heavy packed ice outside; steering N. W. through 
heavy sailing ice. Observed some beach ice, newly formed, in a bight of a floe. 
3. 30 p. m. came to in Safety Inlet, in Peard Bay; safe shelter for boats. 'Vent 
in and erected a post to give notice !o any parties that should arrive that we had 
gone on. At 4. 15 p. m. started; passed t\\'o small inlets, apparently good 
shelter for boats. j p. m. wind falling light, obliged to pull. The cliffs here 
are all frozen. the same as at Kotzebue Sound, and the surface of them, as they 
thawed, was falling. As we passed, land trending' N. by \V. 10.45 p. m., came 
to Refuge Inlet; pitched tent, and gave the men rest, they requiring it very 
much after so many hours pulling; boats just inside the entrance, in safety fwm 
the ice. 

26th.-Barometer showed 29'97; temperature, 40 degrees; land trending 
N. N. W. ~ W.; wind N. W. 3, misty, cloudy; erected a post to give in
formation. 7. 30, a biadar with natives arrived; no information could be 
gained from them of any vessels. 8 a. m. started;. pulling and tacking along 
the land and heavy ice. At 11. 50 a. Dl. came to a small river; boats went 
just inside the mouth; latitude 71" 11' N.; bartered some venison from the 
natives. This is the place the provisions were buried from thc "Nancy 
Dawson" last year. I saw the place; they had not been disturbed; but the post 
had been cut down and was still lying close to its place, with part of the let.ters 
cut off; we erected another. 1. 20 p. m. we started, beating up the land. At 
7 p. m. observed an inlet; natives came off; they informed us that there was 
plenty of water for the boats to go in, but time would not allow. No informa
tion of Sir John could be obtained. At 8 p. m. heavy land floes in sight from 
Cape Smyth; not able to proceed further, on account of the land floe, and heavy 
packed ice. Stood in shore, and anchored under its lee. Cape Smyth N. W. 
by N., t,,·o miles; wind north. About 50 natives came and sat down on the 
beach, waiting for us to land; they received us differently from those that I have 
generally seen; they all sat down in a line, and when I landed I passed along 
the line and shook them all by the hand, and afterwards gave them presents; 
they could give no intelligence of any ships or men, but they said that the ict:> 
was close in shore, and that we must stand out to seaward, where we should find 
water. A great many natives came in from the northward to visit us. 

27th.-The barometer showed 29'84; temperature, 39 degrees; wind N. E.; 
fine breeze; cloudy, and very chilly. At 6. 30 a. m. weighed and made sail, 
r~nning clear of the land floe; natives running along the land dancing, 
smging, and beating the drum; land floe extending to about 2 ~ miles to 
the northward of Cape Smyth; beating up to Point Barrow, and passing heavy 
floes of ice. Observed several large flocks of birds migrating' to the south; wind 
freshening, landed the men on the low land, about three miles from Point 
Barrow. Commenced tracking the boats up; a great number of natives came 
and assisted. At 6. 30 p. m. anchored in a small bay at the N. E. end of Point 
Barrow. Numerous natives on shore; I should say not less than 300. I pitched 
my tent; the natives then sat down around it. Then presents were given to 
the!l" One native gave information that a number of people like ourselves had 
arrived at a river called Coo-pack, at what time I could not ascertain; that they 
lla~ hartered their muskets for food, were now dead, and had been buried by the 
natIves there; also that when the water came down, the ship or boat was washed 
~w.ay. No reliance could be placed on this report, as the man who g~ve t}le 
mformation. several times whilst giving it, would stop and ask for or 1l1.qUll'e 
what something Qr other was. I offered him muskets and a large quantIty of 

97· E 3 tobacco 
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tobacco to pilot us to where the ship or .boat had been seen, an? where the men 
were buried; but he would not go, stating there was no. stoppmg places on the 
road. I made up my mind to go on and seek more natIves to the eastward of 
Point Barro\\' for information, although they told me I should !ind none along the 
coast. They have a separate house for dancing. After bemg there some few 
hours I found them troublesome, and when I had been asleep about an hour, 
I was startled by hearing the noise of beads, and when I looked up there was a 
man creepinO' in under the tent who had stolen a great many beads; I got up, 
when he soo~ retreated, and I saw no more of him. 

28th.-The barometer showed 29'70; temperature, 56; wind north, 4 to 5. 
At 6. 30 a. m., finding the llatives inclined to be troublesome, got under weigh and 
stOGd out; the giO' beinO' last in coming out, they took the advantage then of 
throwinO' water at the bo~t, which, if they had persisted in, I should have returned 
to them~ In rounding Point Barrow, found four fathoms about ODe mile off-shore, 
and two fathoms close in shore. \Vorking up in shore. 11. 40 a. m., came to an 
i~land ; Point Barrow bore W. 10 30' S.; latitude of island, 71° 26' N. ; erected a 
post to give information; found a strong current setting to the eastward from 
2 to 2 ~ miles per hour. After doing all I wished at the island, 00. 30 p. m. 
started, tacking as ~equisite to weather floes of ice, app~relltly lately broken 
up; passed a second Island. Three fathoms, about two mIles otf shore; heavy 
packed ice to tlw N. E.; ice blink to the N. (true); running along the land; 
packcd ice from -! to 1 ~ miles off shore; scattered floes of ice here and there; 
about 1 b mile off shore 2! fatilOms; fresh breeze, but smooth water; large, 
heavy, and long spars on the beach to the northward, and land higher. 3, came 
to the fourth island. I called these the" Plover's Group." 

Between the first and main, I gOi eight and nine fathoms through the channel; 
from the N. E. point of third island, carried 1 ~ to ! to the beach. 5. 30 p. m. 
landed; pitched tent in Dease Inlet, in a snug cove in the N. E. side of the bay; 
made a large fire to dry wet clothes, there being plenty of wood. 

29th.-Wind N. E.; barometer showed 29'74; temperature, 42 degrees. 
At 5. 15 a. 111. started, running along the land to the N. E. 7, came to a 
small inlet; good shelter; tacked as requisite, working up along the land 
and packed ice. At 10 a. m., about three miles from the shore; the depth of 
water 1 ~ to 1 ! fath0111 ; in shore 1 ~ fathom; five miles off the land, 1 t fathom; 
2 ~ miles from the shore 1 0 fathom; carried that until close to the shore. 
Observed land to the N. N. W; stood over, and found it to be two islands, one 
small, and one very large. I landed on the small one to obtain the latitude; 
found it to be 71 deg. 13 min. N.; a great many nests on the island: erected a 
post to give information. At o. 15 p. m. started, 'beating to the northward and 
eastward. The first island I called Martin's Island, and the large one Cooper's 
Island, after the officers of the ship. Numerous flocks of birds migrating to the 
southw~rd ; two miles to the north-eastward of Cape Simpson 1 i fathom; heavy 
packed Ice to the north-eastward. 4. 45 p. m. wind freshening, and threatening 
weather, and sea rising, and the gig shippinO' much water; bore up for shelter, 
but finding the islands not safe, I ran b~ck for Dease Inlet, or, as I have 
called it, Return Cove; very wet and cold; wind N. E.; force, 7 to 8; 
squally. I found, when I stood over to the packed ice, that there was no more 
water than 1 t fathom; that must have been five to six miles off the land. I 
fancy for some distance that tIie water runs off shoal, and many islands may be 
disco\'ered in this quarter. The men being wet and cold, made a good fire and 
dried themselves. 

30th.-Latitude 71 deg. 11 min. 18 sec.; longitude 155 deg. 46 min., strong 
breezes and cloudy; barometer, 29'46; temperature, 45 deg.; too much sea 
for the boats to start; sent parties away shootin~; wind on the increase, and 
more to the north· eastward ; .fo.rce 8, and very ~old. Finding no chance of a 
start, and the barometer remalDlDg low, made all snug for the night . 

. 3Ist.-Strong breezes and cloudy, force of wind, 8; sea increasing in the bay; 
wmd N. N. E.; barometer 29'63; temperature, 44. The land all round about 
~ere very low, wi~h small pools all o~er it. One stream running inland in the 
N. E. part of the Illlet, but not suffiCIent water for the boats. Very few birds 
to be see? A v~ry fine owl was shot yesterday, and two hares were seen. In 
the ~veIl;mg a httle snow fell and laid on the ground; blowing strong; ice 
comIng In. 
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1st August.:-More mo~erate! barometer 29'96; temperature, 40; preparing NO.4. 
for a start; wmd N. E.; IntendIng to work to the northward and eastward of Proceeding-s or 
the island called Cooper's, and see what water there is outside, and how far we Capt. H. Kellett, 

d · tb t d' t' d' c. B. and Com-ca~ J>.rocee In a lrec lOn. 7.30 a. m. starte ; standmg out; temperature at mander T. E. L . 
. mldtllght, 28 b ; ponds frozen over, and a great deal of snow fell. 9 a. m. obsen'ed Moore. 
an island bearing north; when about five or six miles off the land, the island bore 
N. E.; about 3 ~ miles off, 1 ~ and I! fathoms; observed four other islands bear-
ing W., W. N. W., N. E., E. N. E.; a very large quantity of wood on the islands; 
between second and third islands carried one fathom from one mile off shore to 
within 10 yards of the beach, then found seven feet. At 11 a.m. landed on third 
island for the latitude; erected a post; latitude 71 deo·. 15 min. 40 sec. N. At 
10.15 p. m. started, steering' E. ~ N" running along tl~e islands, four in number. 
At 1 a. m. about four miles off Cape Simpson, one~ fathom. Tacked a quarter 
of a mile off. 3, beating up between Cooper's and Martin's islands and the 
main; a strong current setting to the N. W. 6. 30, breeze freshening 
rapidly, and the gig shipping too much water, and finding not the slightest 
chance for a boat to penetrate to the N. E., or to pa~s the islands, there being 
not a particle of water to be seen from t.hem, not in any direction, except close 
in shorr. I also obsen'ed a strong ice blink from N. N. W. to E. by S. I bore 
up for Point Barrow. Landed on Cooper's Island, and took possession of the 
'group in the name of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria. 8.30 p. m. 
started, steering for Point Barrow. 

2d.-Wind E. N.E.; fine. 3 a. m. observed Point Barrow. At 3. 45. a. m. 
observed that we were inside of Plover's Island. In all sail, and pulled up 
.between the main and first island; point of spit S. W.; 2 b fathoms. 4. 30 a. m. 
anchored off Point Barrow to obtain information, also to get sight; found 
current running 1 ~ to tbe southward, latitude by mer. alt. 71 0 26' 23". 
At 7. 30 a. m. weighed; running along the land; two natives in their kyacks 
accompanied us for about six miles; fine breeze and weather. Numerous 
whales in sight, but very few birds to be seen, except at times large flocks 
migrating to the southward; offing remarkably clear of ice. 00 h. 00 m., came 
to a large lagoon with two small outlets, not water enough for the boats; this is 
to the southward of Cape Smyth. 1 p. m. started, having got the latitude, and 
some venison; running along the land at four, five, and three knots; passed Refuge 
Inlet at 2. 30 p. 1lI. (evidently the water had subsided since my going north 
more than three feet, as I found all the inlets I had entered before now dry); no 
water for Loats to enter; passed the two small iulets. 

At 7. 15 p. m. passed Safety Inlet; found this the same; impossible for any 
boat to get into it; wind falling light; running across Peard Bay; a great 
quantity of snow and ice still on the beach; ice cliffs falling away. 8, calm; 
strong current against us; obliged to pull; just forging ahead. 

3d.-At 3 a. m. spliced main brace, the men having had hard work; passed 
through the channel of the first and second island. Finding the men much 
fatigued, I pulled for the nearest shore. 

At 4.30 a. m. landed in the bay to the southward of the first island; pitched 
tent. UO. 00 p. m.; started for Provision Island; found provisions all correct. 
At 10 p. m. barometer 30'50; six natives arrived in a biadar with venison for 

,"barter; 'bartered, and sent them back for more. 

4th.-Light airs from northward, misty, cloudy; barometer, 30'49. At 4 a. m. 
natives arrived, bringincr more venison. 7.30 a. m. started; misty, light airs 
from the northward; e:ery appearance of a S. W. wind. At 11 a. m. found 
. current setting strong against us; obliged to track; found it very heavy work; 
no ice in sight. ooh. OOm. p.m. light westerly wind; working down along t~e 
land. 1 p.m. pulling and tracking down; natives came off, but could not WaIt 

to barter. At 2.30, boat not stemming the current, obliged to track both boats • 
. At 4 p.m. gave the men a spell; light air from S. E. 

5th.-Tracking close in shore; men be~oming very fatigued, obliged con
staJtt1y to ;give them rest. After passing the winter huts of' Wainright's Inlet, 
we Wel'e ·obliged to take to the oars and pull. The men were completely 
knocked up, and I was glad to find ~t 1.45 a. m. that we had arrived at the spit 

.. of the inlet. 
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Observed the" Plover" in the offing. At 2 a. m. ~ade a ~arge fire as signal 
to " Plover" that we had arrived. Natives gave mformatlOn that.two boats 
had arrived at a river named by them Coo.pom-me, and th~t the natIves there 
had shot them with bows and arrows and stabbed and bUrIed them, but that 
one boat was still there. At 4. 15 h~ard the report of a gun from "Plover;" 
tacked and shortened sail. Natives came over. There are six huts here: 
they having no biadar, they were obliged to lash three kyac~s toge~her and 
come across. It was so much the better for us. 5 a. m., the wmd havmg been, 
light from 'V. and S. W., fres?ened; and. came. of!- to b~ow hard, with heavy 
rain, surf, and breakers runlllng Ingh; found It Impos~Ible to pass the bar; 
breakers fi'om the spit to the maiu land. Found the natIves too ~l!lmerous, and 
getting troublesome. I got all ready for a start. At~. 30 l? m., shnted our be.rth 
over to the west side; but we llad uot been there long betore they came; bemg 
few in numbers they were obliged to keep quiet, stealing evc:ything th~y 
could see, and having a strong de:;ire for tobacco; tl~ey barter theIr women for 
that article. 3 p. m., barometer 29'85'46 ;' surf roarlllg very loud. 

6th.-Wind sOl1th; thick, foggy, misty; surf outside still roaring loud; baro
meter 29'80·45. I took a walk to see if the "Plover" lVas in sight, but she 
was not to be seen. Surf running heavily, impossible for any boat to pass the 
bar; occasional showers of rain. In the evening' a hiadar came with natives; 
lleavy rain for about two hoUl's; tide rose very suddenly, nearly up to the tent. 
The natives pitched their tent close to us, for the accommodation of the men, I 
suppose. They took their departure at midnight; the barometer rose suddenly 
to 30'00. I made inquiries of a woman, if she knew anytbing regarding the 
boats and men that are said to have been killed at the Coo-pem-me, and she said 
., No;" and it was from her party that the men told us the news. 

7th.-Squally, with passing showers; barometer, at 8 a. m., 30'58·47; wind 
w. S. W.; heavy surf across the bar; not able to get out, and the ship not in" 
sight. }len collecting scurvy grass. Dispatched Mr. Martin and the gig to 
survey and examine the river supposed to run up from the inlet. Barometer at 
noon, 30'73'59; wind more moderate. Several natives arrived overland to visit 
us. Soon afterwards two biadars arrived. They soon began to be troublesome, 
they being by far the greatest in number; I therefore got everything into the 
boats, and started off to see if it was possible to get over the bar. When I got 
out found the surf very heavy, quite impossible for the gig to get over; but the 
launch might have stood it, although attended with much danger. The current 
was setting to the N. E., with a strong breeze. I could scarcely get back again. 
Could see nothing of the " Plover." I returned to myoId spot, and soon after
~ards the natives came again; but they found I was determined to keep them 
111 ord.er, . so they were ,:ery well afterwards, and in the evening much dancing 
and. Slllglllg: The natIvcs were very much amused at seeing l\1r. Stevenson 
h~vll1g a SWIm, the first they had ever seen, so their astonishment may be ima
gmed: Mr. Martin r.eturned about 7. 30 p. m., having gone up the river about 
! 7 mIles, and repor~s It to be a very extensive and large river; as far as he went" 
It aVd~raged five mIles wide, water deep, quarter less three fathoms, the river 
t~·en lllg to the southward. I had one of the native women in to gain informa~ 
tlOn, as I find I can get more from them than the men. 

I wished to know if she knew of any land to the northward of Point Bar-
1·0~. She then drew me a chart, and placed a large island to the E. N. E. of 
~omt. Barrow .. They have to sleep one night on the snow to get there. No 
mhabItants on It. 

8th.-:-Strong: breezes, with passing showers of rain. Observed that the natives 
had q~Itted theIr abode, and we supposed gone up the river. Finding no chance 
of gettmg off to the ship, I sent the boats away shooting. They returned pretty 
successful. 

9th.-At 5 a. m. got under weigh, and ran down with a S. E. wind to the 
mouth of the inlet. All ready to start off to the "Plover." At 11 a. m . 
.. , Plover" hove in sight, comiDg down close along the land. 

Started off' for ditto; anchored; arrived on board " Plover" at half-past 12-
Glad to find everyone well on hoard. I was then informed of their having seea 
the" Investigator" on the 29th July, off Cape Lisburne." 
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Her l\lajesty's Ship "Herald," Honolulu, 
Sir, 17 October 1850. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward the medical report on the officers and crew of 
Her Majesty's ship " Plover," together with the surgeon's letter on the health 
of Mr. Johns, carpenter, which officer I have removed, and filled his vacancy by 
an acting appointment to John Seath, late carpenter's mate of this ship. 

I have also to transmit a letter from Mr. Simpson (surgeon), assistant surgeon 
of " Plover," requesting that I would order him to be borne as surgeon of that 
ship. I found by their Lordships' circular that I had not the power to do so, 
but I have no hesitation in stating that Mr. Simpson is most worthy of the pro
motion their Lordships have conferred on him, and to which I feel they intended 
to confirm him. 

With respect to the health of the " Plover's" crew at present, I have removed 
all that the surgeon recommended; but still, after a man has twice wintered in 
the ice, his health cannot be depended on for a moment. A most healthy and 
able man, whom I took up to her last year, I have been obliged this year to 
withdraw, for this reason: I consider it actually necessary that the" Plover" 
should be communicated with yearly, should their Lordships deem it necessary 
to keep her in her present position until 1853. My letter relative to her provisions 
is another reason for visiting her. 

Next season she will require a new tilt-cloth for housing in; canvas only 
lasts a year. 

Should their Lordships communicate with her, by sending one of Her Majesty's 
ships from the Pacific, I consider a steamer could perform the service with expedi
tion, safety and certainty, with little expense of fuel; one day through the Aleutian 
group, and one day when she arrived within that distance of Port Clarence; but 
,,,hatever vessel goes, she should be prepared to replace both men and officers. 

Should their Lordships wish to risk placing her at Point Barrow, a steamer 
cuuld perform the service with less risk of being beset than any sailing vessel 
large enough to assist in carrying her necessary supplies. 

The communication between this and Chili is so ullcertain that it is more 
than probable these letters will reach the Admiralty before they can the Com
"lllander-in-chief in the Pacific. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) . Hem'Y Kellett, Captain. 

Enclosure to No.4 (D.) 

.... Her Majesty's Ship" Enterprise," Port Clarence, 
Sir, 6 September 1850. 

IN obedience to your order, we have this day carefully examined into the state 
of health of Commander Moore, the officers and crew of Her Majesty's ship 
" Plover." 

George Baker, boatswain's mate, John Presley, A. B., John Knight, A. B., 
John Clarke, A. B., William Simpson, serjeant of marines, and Eleazar John 
Clark, private marine, are unfit for further service in this climate, and we should 
recommend that they be sent home as soon as possible. 

~r. W. H. Moore, master's assistant, Mr. Charles W. Stevenson, master's. 
asSistant, William Riggs, blacksmith, John Dean, quarter-master, Richard J. 
ereber, qu.arter-master, Thomas Tobin, A. B., Francis Price, A. B., Joh.n 
Cobham, private marine, have all been touched by scurvy in the course of this. 

97. F year, 

Moore. 
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year, and we do not think they- oug.ht to be detained here for more than another 
winter, although they now enJoy faIr health. 

The other officers and the remainder of the crew appear to us, as far as health 
is concerned, to be fit for any service. 

(signed) Robert Anderson, 
Surgeon, Her Majesty's Ship" Enterprise." 

(signed) Ed'ward Adams, 
Assistant Surgeon, Her Majesty's Ship" Enterprise." 

(signed) William T. Billings, 
Assistant Surgeon, Her Majesty's Ship" Herald." 

Captain Kellett, C. B. 

No.4 (E.) 

CoPY of Captain Collinson's Orders to Commander Moore, of Her Majesty"s 
Ship" Plover;" dated 13 September 1850. 

By Richard Collinson, Esq., c. B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship" Enterprise," 
Commanding the Arctic Expedition. 

HAVING determined that Her Majesty's ship under my command could not be 
placed in Grantley Harbour for the winter, without the certainty of her expe
riencing considerable delay in extricating herself during the ensuing season, and 
it being the opinion of Captain Kellett, as well as yourself, that vessels arriving 
from the south are able to proceed northerly three weeks earlier than those 
wintering in these harbours: 

I have to acquaint you that it is my intention to proceed to Hong Kong after 
I have visited Cape Lisburne. Your demands have been completed, so far as 
the stores of the "Herald" and this vessel will permit, and those officers and 
men who, in the opinion of the medical officers, are not fit to stand the rigour 
of another winter in these seas, have been removed; and their Lordships' orders 
contained in paragraphs 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 of my instructions may be considered 
as fulfilled. As it is, however, advisable that a means of communication should 
be established, which may be readily effected by the "Owen," through the 
whalers, and as those vessels are in the habit of visiting St. Lawrence Bay, I 
;;.hall acquaint their Lordships that the small islet in latitude 65 deg. 38 min. N., 
and longitude 170 deg. 43 min. W. will be the rendezvous for that purpose. 

I cannot add to the experience you have gained with regard to your proceed
ings during the winter, but it is necessary that every means of obtaining native 
information should be resorted to, and deposited on Point Spencer before the ice 
breaks up, so that this vessel may not be delayed by endeavouring to commu
nicate with you, which I shall endeavour to do before I proceed to the south, 
and in my passage north next year. 

In the ev~nt of the "Investigator" arriving previous to my return, you will 
detain Captam M'Clure until the season is so far advanced as to render it likely 
~hat I have been compelled to run .through the straits without seeing you, ord:r
mg. her to proce:d to Hon~ Kong .mstead of Valparaiso ; and I wish that a ~erles 
of tIdal obser~atlOns, both m the mner and outer harbour, may be immedtately 
co~me~~ed, m or?er that we m~y be better able to forID an opinion as to the 
~d~lsablhty of placm~ that vesselm your position, which I should like to effect 
If It can be done WIthout detriment to our proceedings during the ensuing 
season. 

(signed) Ric/,ard Collins01l. 
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No.4 (F.) 

COpy of a LETTER from J. Parker, Esq., M.P., Secretary of the Admiralty, 
to Captain Kellett, of Her Majesty's Ship" Herald." 

Sir, . . Admiralty, 24 January 1851. 
HAVING laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of 

14th October last, reporting your proceedings on the service on which you have 
been engaged in Behring Straits, I am desired by my Lords to signify their 
liorciships' approval thereof. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) J. Parker. 

No.4 (G.) 

COpy of a LETTER from J. Parker, Esq., M.P., Secretary of the Admiralty, 
to Commander Moore, of Her Maje8ty's Ship" Plover." 

Sir, Admiralty, 24 January 1851. 
HAVING laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of 

the 2d September last, reporting the proceedings of Her Majesty's brig under 
your command since September 1849, and giving a detailed account of a boat 
-expedition from ley Cape to Point Barrow during last summer, I am desired 
by my Lords to convey to you the expression of their Lordships' approval of your 
proceedings upon the said service. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) J. Pm'ker. 

No.4 (H.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from J. Parker, Esq., M.P., Secretary of the 
Admiralty, to Rear-Admiral Hornby, C.B., Commander-in-Chief, on the 
Pacific Station. 

Sir, Admiralty, 11 February 1851. 

NO·4· 
Proceedings of 
Capt. H. Kellett, 
c. B., and Com
mander T. E. L. 
Moore. 

I AM desired by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you here- See [; 
with ·a copyof' a medical report of survey as to the state of health of the officers ~k)lJrc to 
and crew of the" Plover," held on the 6th September 1850, and I am to signi(y ~, 
their 'Lordships' directions to you to send by the ship that visits the" Plover" --
this autumn a supply of officers, men and stores, and also a new tilt-cloth for 
lJousing in, for the winter of 1851-52, should it be found necessary to keep the 
',' Plover" on her present station. 

. I am, &c. 
(signed) J. Parker. 

No.4 (H.)* 

COpy of a DESPATCH from J. Parker, Esq., M.P., Secretary of the Admiralty, 
to Rear-Admiral Moresby, C.B. 

Sir, . Admiralty, 11 February 1851. 
. I AM:·desired by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you here

WIth a copy of a medical report of survey as to the state of health of the officers 
and '01'IlW df the" l)lover," held on the 8th September 1850, and I am to signify 
their Lordships' directions to you to send by the ship that visits the" Plover" 
ahill autumn a supply of officers, men and stores, and also a new tilt-cloth for 
IHrusing in, for-the winter of 1851-52, should it be found necessary to keep the 
"IP}ever "on her present station. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) J. Parker. 

N.B.~Thisis a duplicate of the despatch to Rear-Admiral Hornby
,(Nil. 4 B.)-andwas sent to Rear-Admiral Moresby, because he had gone to 
relieve Rear .. Admiral HamJJr- in the command of the .Pa.cjJic Station. 

97· F2 



No. 4. 
Proceedings of 
Capt. H. Kellett, 
c. B., and Com
mander T. E. L. 
Moore. 

:~No. 5. 
Proceeuings of 
Dr. Rae and Com
mander Pullen, R.N. 

44 PAPERS AND CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE 

No.4 (I.) 
(No. I.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Kellett, of Her Majesty's Ship" Herald," 
to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship "Herald," Singapore, 
Sir, 6 January 1851. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, the arrival of Her Majesty's ship under my command at this 
place, after a passage of eight days from Hong Kong. 

I remained at the Sandwich Islands until the 30th October, but from the 
many whaling yessels which arri\'cd there subsequent to the date of my de
spatches to their Lordships, I was unable to gain the slightest additional informa
tion relative to the movements of Her Majesty's ships "Enterprise" or "Inves
tigator." 

The bag of Admiralty despatches and the box of balloons which I found at 
Oahee on my arrival, as well as all letters for either of the three ships, I conveyed 
with me to Hong Kong, expecting to fall in with "Enterprise" at that place, but 
failing to do so, and seeing no probability of her reaching there, I delivered 
them all to the care of the Commander-in-chief, with a request that should she 
not arrive by the 31st January, he would again forward them to Oahee by 
the first opportunity, in order to emure their being in time for any vessel which 
their Lordships might think fit to despatch to the northward. 

We arrived at Hong Kong on the 1st of December; during our stay at that 
port the ., Herald" was refitted, and cQ,lIlpleted with provisions, and made ready 
in all respects for the homeward voyage. Sailing on the 22d ultimo, we arrived 
at Singapore on the 30th, at which place our stay will be guided by the arrival 
of the mail from England. 

The Hong Kong steamer arrived last night, but up to the date of her leaving 
on the 30th, the "Enterprise" had not been heard of. 

So soon as the English mail arrives I shall proceed on my voyage, passing 
through the Straits of ~unda, on my way to the Cape of Good Hope. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Henry Kellett, Captain. 

-No.5.-

PROCEEDINGS of Dr. Rae and Commander Pullen, n. N., during their 
respective Expeditions by the way of the Mackenzie and Coppermine Rivers, 
to the Shores of the Arctic Sea, in 1849. 

(A. to F.) 

No.5 (A.) 

~opy of a LETTER from Dr. Rae to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Mackenzie River, 30 miles below Fort Simpson~ 
Sir, 26 September 1849. 

I BEG to apologise for forwarding the accompanying despatch in so rough 
a form. The only excuse I can offer is, that though originally written in great 
haste at P~rt Confi?ence, it was c?pied ~ither in my tent (which was so cold as to 
freeze the 10k), or 10 the ~oat, "hl1st be10g towed up this river, so as to be ready 
to send off as soon as possIble after reaching Fort Simpson. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) John Rae. 
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No .. 5. 
No. 5 (B.) Proceedings of 

Dr. Rae anI! Com-

.COpy of a DESPATCH from Dr. Rae to the Secretary of the Admiralty, narrating manderPullen,n.)l. 
the Proceedings of the Expedition under his Command to the shores of the 
.Arctic Sea, in the Summer of 1849. 

Fort Confidence, Great Bear Lake, 
Sir, . 1 September] 849. 

I HAVE the honour to acquamt you, for the information of my Lords Commis-
·sioners of the. Adm~ralty, that the expedit.ion under my command, that descended 
the Coppermme thIs summ.er t~ the Arctic Sea, for the purpose of examining the 
shores of Wollaston and VictorIa Lands to the northward, in search of Sir John 
Franklin and party,.returned to this place to-day, having been quite unsuccessful 
in its object, and with the loss of Albert, the Esquimaux interpreter, who was 
drowned at the Bloody Fall, the particulars of which unfortunate accident I shall 
mention hereafter. 

Having made every requisite arrangement at Fort. Confidence for facilitating 
our progres.s across land to. the Coppe~'mi)le, I waited impatiently for the disrup
tioll of the lCe on Dease River, to whICh our boat was hauled on the 7th June. 
Next day we learned that the upper parts of the river were clear of ice; and 011 

the following morning I started in company \\ith four men and two Indians, and 
a couple of sledges on which our baggage and provisions were stowed. The 
Dease was still covered with strong and solid ice for two miles up its course, over 
which we hauled the boat before getting to open water. 

Our ascent of the stream was extremely slow, owing to the many barriers of 
ice (some of them six or eight miles long) over which we had to launch the boat, 
and it was the 15th before we arrived at the forks of the river, where it was my 
intention to diverge from the route of Dease and Simpson. They followed the 
north branch, whilst we ascended the south-east one. This stream was also 
much obstructed by ice, and so very shallow, consequent on the coldness of the 
weather, which prevented the snow on the high grounds from thawing, that the 
whole party were almost continually up to their knees among water and snow 
whilst proceeding up it. In ordinary seaSOllS it was evident, by marks along the 
banks, that there ill sufficient water for a boat drawing some inches more than 
ours throughout its whole length, which is little more than 15 miles, including 
its various curves. On the 17th we passed o,·er the ice on the lake from which 
the stream flows. It contains many islands, and its breadth, where we crossed it 
in a nearly south direction, is 3~ miles. 

Indian report had led me to believe that there was a creek having sufficient 
depth of water for the boat, flowing from this lake into the south branch of the 
Kendall, which we were to descend to the lJismal Lakes; but in this we were 
disappointed, and consequently had a portage of six geographical miles to make 
(lverland nearly due east. 

I had examined this place in the winter, but the ground being then covered 
with snow and ice, I could not form a correct opinion on the subject. 

The west end of the portage is situate in latitude 67 deg. 10 min. 48 sec. N.; 
longitude by account"" 117 deg. 18 min. W.; and the variation of the compass 
!iO deg. 49 min. E. 

Crossing the portage occupied us two days; the ice had not yet broken up in 
many places on the river on its east side, and the water was 10 inches lower than 
when Sir John Richardson and party forded it last autumn; we consequently 
found some difficulty in descending it. Its general course is N.B. by E. (tr.), 
and length from where we entered it, to its influx at the west end of the most 
easterly of the Dismal I.akes, 171 miles. 

On the 21st we arrived at the station on the banks of the Kendall River, to 
which provisions for the sea voyage had been hauled on dog sleds in April, and 
found the two men who had been left in charge quite well. 

We descended the Kendall next day to the Coppermine, which was ~till 
covered with ice, so firm and solid that a person might have crossed the flver 
without being more than ankle deep in water. 

During 

• The rates of the chronometers had become so irregular, or had altered SD much, that they were 
. (if no use until rated anew.-J. R. 
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During five days that we were detai.ned here, we were occupied rep.airing the 

injuries received by the boat, shootmg deer to. preserve the pemICan, and 
making obsen'ations when the weather would permIt. 

The result of three meridian observations of the sun gave mean latitude 67 deg .. 
07. min. 20 sec. N., and the mean variation from five sets of azimuths on dif
ferent days (the extremes being 49 deg. 38 min., and 51 deg. 55 min.) was 
50 deg. 37 min. 48 sec. E. 

On the 28th the dwarf birch was observed to be ill leaf, and the leaf-buds of 
the willows began to develope. In the afternoon of the same day the river was 
thought suffi?iently open to permit. us t? des~end it for some distance amo~g 
the driving Ice; but after proceedmg SIX mIles, we found the stream agam 
blocked up. 

'" e were so often and so long detained by interruptions of this kind, that it 
was the 11th July before we al'l'ived at the Bloody Fall, baving been 14 days in 
doing the work of one. 

Notwithstanding the inefficiency of our steersman James Hope (one of Dease 
and Simpson's men), we ran all the rapids, including the Escape, without ship
ping much water, and with all the cargo in the boat. 

Hitherto deer had been so numerous that we could easily have shot enough 
for the maintenance of a party double or treble our numbers. Here they had 
become more scarce and shy, which could be easily accounted for by the proxi
mity of the Esquimaux, no recent traces of whom could however be seen. 

From the fall to the sea the ice remained fixed until the 13th, when it cleared 
away, a circumstance that was very soon indicated by the numbers of fish which 
appeared below the fall. With the aid of Halkett's air-boat, which had been 
brought from a hill some miles distant, where it had been left last season, a net 
was set in ont' of the eddies, and before the men had finished arranging it, seven 
fine salmol1 and two white fish were caught, and we afterwards obtained a supply 
for several days' consumption. 

On the 14th we entered the sea, and found a narrow and very shallow channel 
along the shore of Richardson Bay, until we carne to its north side, where the 
ice lay against the rocks. Here the latitude 67 deg. 51 min. 19 sec. N. was 
observed; and two azimuths of the sun, the one on the meridian and the 
other when on the prime vertical, gave variation 57 deg. 04 min. and 56 deg. 
25 min. E. 

\Vhilst encamped at this place, we were visited by seven Esquimaux, one of 
whom I at once recognised as the active, intelliO'ent man who had afforded Sir 
John Richardson's party such efficient assistanc~ last season, when crossing the 
river at the head of Back's Inlet. 

On inquirr I. learnt tha~ they. had been well supplied with provisions in the 
early part of wmter and m sprmg; but that in the interval they had nearly 
starved, owing to the scarcity of seals, having had to subsist for some time on 
the f'kin~ of the larger species .of these animals, which they had been preserving 
for makmg boots. In the WInter they had communicated, either directly or 
indirectly, with the natives of Wollaston Land, none of whom had ever seen 
whites, large boats, or ships. 

They were all made happy by s?me small presents, and a supply of fish, which 
th.e~ ate raw, and appeared ~o rehsh much. They left us near midnight, pro-
mIsmg to return next day WIth some boots and shoes for sale. 

On the 16th, by making a number of portaO'es over the ice we rounded Point 
Mackenzie and entered Back's Inlet, which wa~ partially ope~. 

Having a fine breeze from east, we set sail and soon ran to its head entered 
Rae Ri"er (discovered a~d name? by Sir John Richardson last autu~n), and 
o~ p~oceedlll~. three mlle~ up It, came to the lodges, six in number, of our 
EsqUlmaux v~sltors, who saId that they had been so much alarmed at seeing the 
boat 1ll1der saIl that they were on the point of running away. 

A~ there was n? po~sibility of our making much progress along shore until 
the IC.C w?sted a httle m?re, I devoted the two following days to an examination 
of ~hlS flver; the ~sgUlmaux w~om I have already mentioned as our active 
aSSIstant last year wIlhngly agreemg to accompany us. 

At 
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cAt the distance of 9 k miles from the river's mouth, there is a perpendicular 
fall of 10 feet. which extends across the stream, except a few yards on the north 
side, ",he'l'e the rock stopes so much that, during the spring-floods, salmon and 
white fish are able to ascend, affording the natives a fine opportunity of spearing 
.them. 

Here I left .the boat and four of the men, whilst in company with the other two, 
-and our Esqmmaux guide, I traced the ri ver 19 A geographical miles further. Its 
course is nearly due west, and very straight; about the size of the Dease River, 
and varying in breadth from 80 to 200 yards, with a very strong current, and suffi
tient depth of water for a boat drawing 14 or 15 inches. It flows over a bed of 
limestone, and is bounded on the north, at the distance of half a mile or less 
from its banks, by precipices of basalt from 100 to 200 feet high, superimposing 
limestone of the same kind as that which forms the bed of the river. 

At the extreme west point of our journey, we found a party of ten Esquimaux 
with their familie!", who informed us that the stream maintained the same course 
and size as far as they had seen it, which was somewhat more than three days' 
ltlarch, or about sixty miles; how much farther they knew not, as they had never 
been to its source. Two of this party returned with us to the boat, where they 
received some presents, which I had some difficulty in getting them to accept, as 
they said they had nothing to give in return. 

On the evening of the 18th we ran down stream, and landed our guide among 
his friends, who seemed very glad to see him return safe. They were now much 
'less timid than when we first met them, and we pitched our tent close to theirs, 
without causing any apparent alarm, although it was afterwards observed that 
two of the men kept watch during the night. 

Early on the 19th we took a friendly leave of these simple and inoffensive 
people, and pulled down to the mouth of the river, where I stayed until noon, 
when the latitude 67 deg. 55 min. 20 sec. N. was observed. The cloudy 
state of the weather during the two preceding days had prevented any observa
tions being made. New moon occurring to-day, it was high water at a few 
minutes before 1 p. m.; the rise being ten inches. In the afternoon, when on 
our way to Cape Kendall, we experienced a severe thunder-storm from N. N. W. 
which obliged us to land for shelter. 

Our advance along the coast was so slow, that we did not arrive at the place 
where the boats were left last autumn until the 24th. We found that they had 
been much broken up by the Esquimaux to obtain the ironwork. The tents, 
oilcloths, and part of the sails still remained uninjured, and were of much valne 
to us, as we were ill-provided with the two first of these articles. The" cache" 
of pemican and ammunition was also untouched, having apparently escaped 
notice from being covered with snow. The latitude 68 deg. 10 min. 440 sec. 
N., and variation 56 deg. 8 min. E. were observed here. 

On the 27th a W. N. W. breeze having cleared away the ice for a short dis
tance from the shore, we continued our course towards Cape Hearne, which we 
reaclted before noon, and found its extreme point to be in latitude 68 deg. 11 min. 
17 sec. N. Basil Hall Bay being filled from side to side with unbroken ice, 
we 'encamped here. Next forenoon a light S. S. E. breeze opened a crack in the 
ice, wide enough for the boat to cross to an island in the middle of the bay, on 
,tbe1OO1'th'side of which we found sume open water, which enabled us to get two 
miles beyond it. . 

At 3 p.m. on the 30th, we arrived at Cape Krusenstern, and when opposite its 
~h cliffs a strong breeze sprung up from N. N. E., which drove the ice so 
,farcibly against the rocks, that we were obliged to unload with all haste, and haul 
the boat up on a tlrift-bank of snow to save it from being squeezed. 

Here 'for the first time this season we found the ice broken up in the offing, 
caused evidently by the strong currents of the ebb and flood tides; whereas on 
looking in the direction from which we had come, all, except immediately along 
shore, 'Was'smooth,'W'hit'e,"unbroken, and 'a.ppal'entlyas firm as in wiliter. 

We 'Were Be,,!. ~~ the most convenient though not the nearest point for making 
tbe trav~~ 110 ~'OllasOOD Land, passing close to Douglas Island, and there was no 
~C!~sS~ty for ollr,r~e~ fupther ~loag the s~ore, e!en ~ad we. been able to do 

, 80, w blch at'lWesent was impossible; the high rocks presentmg an lDsurmounta~le 
97. J!' 4 barner 
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NO.5. barrier on the one hand, and the ice by its rough.ness.equally impassable. on the 
Pr6ceedings of other. We pitched our tents on the top of the clIffs, In t~e ascent of whIch the 
Dr. Rae and Com- before-mentioned snow-bank served as a ladder, and waIted for the first favour

.. mander Pullen, R.N. able change in the ice. 
A few days afterwards, Albert (the Esquimaux interpreter) an? one of the m.en, 

when some distance inland looking for deer, overtook five EsqUlmaux travelhng 
to the interior with loads of salmon, which they had speared in a rivulet that falls 
into Pasley Cove. From these the interpreter l~arnt that the sea ice had coI?
menced breaking up only one day before our arr~val, and t~at they had been In 

company with the natives of Wollaston Land durmg the wmter, none of whom 
had ever seen Europeans, large ships, or boats. 

Dllring our long and tedious detention here, several gales of wiud occurred,. 
principally from the northward, but. the space o~ op~n water was so sm~l.l that 
they produced little effect upon the Ice. Our sItuatIOn was most tantahzmg to 
all the party: occasionally at turn of tide a pool of water, a mile or more in 
extent, would appear near us, and every thing would be prepared for embarkation 
at a minute's notice, in expectation of the opening increasing and permitting us 
to cross to Douglas Island, bnt our hopes were always disappointed. 

A number of observations were obtained which placed our encampment in 
latitude 68 deg. 24 min. 35 sec. N., the longitude being very nearly the !Oame as 
that assigned to it by Sir John Richardson and Mr. Kendall. The mean variation 
of the compass, from eight sets of azimuths, on different days, and at different 
hours, was 59 deg. 8 min. 08 sec. E., the extremes being 57 deg. 42 min. and 
61 deg. 25 min. 

The ice continued driving to and fro with the tides, without separating suffi
ciently to allow of the practicability of passing among it until the 19th August, 
when there was more open water to seaward than we had yet observed, caused 
by a moderate southerly breeze that had been blowing for the last two days. 

After waiting some hours for a favourable opportunity of forcing our way 
through a close-packed stream of ice that was grinding along the rocks as it· 
drove to the northward, we at last pushed off, and after more than once narrowly 
~scaping being squeezed, we reached comparatively open water, where we had 
room to use our oars. We had pulled more than seven miles, and were still 
three miles from the island (Douglas), when we came to a stream of ice, so close 
packed and so rough that we could neither pass over nor through it; a thick 
fog had come on, and the ebb tide was carrying us fast to the S. E. Under 
these circumstances I thought it advisable to return towards the main shore, on 
which we landed early on the morning of the 20th, a short distance to the south 
()f the place from whence we had started. A N. 'V. breeze came on some hours
after landing, and cleared away the ice a few yards distance from the beach, 
()f which we took advantage to shift our quarters, which being under some 
crumbling cliffs, were neither safe nor convenient. 

We poled along shore for three miles or more towards Point Lockyer (the only 
direction in which we could go), and then took shelter in a small bay, into. 
which we had scarcely entered when the wind changed to E. N. E., aud in a 
very short time left not a spot of open water visible, either near shore or at a dis
tance. 

~he wiIl:d continued to. blow fr~m E. and N. E. for the two following days, 
durmg whIch, when the tIde was lU, we advanced a few miles to the south,.. 
principally by launching the boat over the ice. 

On the evening of the 22d I ascended a hill near the shore from which a fine 
view was obtained. ~s far as I could see with the telescop: in the direction of 
'V~llaston Land, nothmg but the white ice forced up into heaps was visible, 
wh~lst to the E. and S. E. there was a large space of open water, belween 
whIch an~ ~he shore a stream of ice, some miles in breadth, was driving with 
great rapIdIty towards Cape Hearne and its yicinity. 

As the fine weather h.ad now evidently broken up, and as there was every 
appearance of an early wInter, I thought it would be a useless waste of time to 
wait any 10n!5er in hopes of being able to cross to Wollaston Land; I therefore 
ga~e o~ers for our return towards the Coppermine, at "'hich I did not expect to 
arrive lU less than a week, as the ice wore as unfavourable an aspect as it did 
last year. 

At 
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~t an early ho.ur on the 23d the men. commenced carrying the baggage to No . .s. 
Pomt Lockyer, stIll more than a league dIstant, and afterwards hauled the boat Proceedings of 
to the same place; doing this gave all the party 10 hours' hard work; but our Dr. R.ae and Com· 
fatigues were soon forgotten on fillding some open water on the south side of manderPullell~Rs. 
the point, in which we were speedily afloat and sailing before the fast-decreasing' - ----
breeze. It fel~ calm in half an hour; .but we plied our oars to such good pur-
pose, that we pItched our tents late at mght on Cape Hearne. 

Here 1 had expected to find the ice close packed on the shore, and quite impas
sable, but I was agreeably surpri~ed to discover as we advanced, that there was 
a lane of open water between the beach and the pack, wide enough for us to pass 
through. 

The only way that 1 can account for this is, by supposing that the gale 
of wind that had been blowing from N.E. and E.N .E. had shifted to N. and 
N. W. as it approached the land, and carried the ice along with it. 

By working 17 hours next day we came to the mouth of the river, and on the 
following morning ascended to the Bloody Fall. Here fish were still very 
numerous, and whilst some of the party were cooking, others set a couple of nets 
to obtain a supply for some days. 

I may here mention, that when on the coast, we obtained as many salmon and 
herring '*' as we could consnme, when there was a piece of open water large 
enough for setting a net to be found. 

Dease and Simpson, after hauling their boats over the rocks opposite the lower 
and strongest part of the fall, had them towed up the remainder by water; and 
as our boat was now much weakened by the rough usage it had unavoidably been 
exposed to, for the purpose of saving time, and the tear and wear that would be 
caused by having it dragged over the portage, I was desirous of doing the same. 
I was the more led to do this, as the men were of opillion that it might be 
effected with safety. All that appeared in any way difficult was easily done, 
.and there was only one short place to be ascended, which was so smooth that 
a loaded boat might have passed it; here, however, from some unaccountable 
cause, the steersman was seized with a sudden panic, and called to those towing 
the boat to slack the line. This was no sooner done sufficiently to allow him to 
get firm footing, than he leaped on shore, followed by the bowsman, and allowed 
the boat to sheer out into the current, where the line broke, and the boat soon 
afterwards oversetting, was carried into one of the eddies some distance down 
5tream; to which Albert and I ran, and stationed ourselves at two points of rock 
near which the wreck would pass. It drove to where Albert was, and he hooked 
it by the keel with an oar until I came to his aid, when I fixed a pole in a broken 
plank and called my companion to assist me holding on; he either did not hear 
me correctly, or thinking he would be of more use on t.he bottom of the boat, 
8prung to it, and before I had time to call him off, or even think of his danger, 
they were carried by a turn of the current into a small bay, where I believed 
both were safe; not so, however, for the next minute they were swept out again. 
and the last I saw of our excellent interpreter was his making a leap towards the 
rocks; he missed them and disappeared, nor did he rise again to the surface. 

This melancholy accident grieved me much, as the brave lad was universally 
liked for his activity, lively and amiable disposition, and extreme good nature. 
On James Hope, the steersman, rests all the blame of the loss of the boat; his 
earelessness in using a small towing-line when there was a much stronger one in 
the boat, and his cowardice where there was no danger, can admit of no excuse. 

On taking uI' our nets (which we laid carefully on the rocks for the Esqui
maux), they were found full of herring salmon, in fine condition. 

We commenced our journey across land, towards Great Bear Lake on the 26th. 
each of the men carrying about 90 lbs., my own buudle being nearly 50 lbs. 

Three days easy march brought us to that part of the Coppermine (latitude 
67 deg. 12 min. N.) from which it was my intention to make a straight course 
to Fort Confidence. Here we expected to' meet with some Indians, but we did 
not fall in with them until the following evening, when our loads were much 
lightened, and we arrived here early this afternoon (bein~ our seventh ~a~ from 
the.B1oody Fall), accompanied by upwards .of 30 of the natives, who had Jomed us 
at different parts of the route. 

97.. G The 

, Herring salmon, 
(c. Lucidus?) 



50 PAPERS AND CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE 

The two men who had passed the summer at Fo~t Confidence were well, ~nd 
Proce~d~~J'of havin all the stores ready packed, I shall leave this to-mo.rrow, after supplJ?lg 
Dr. Rae aD~ Com- the Ingdians with ammunition to enable them to hunt theIr way to the tradlDg 

.mandtlrPullen, R.N. ts pos . 
I have, &c. 

(signed) John Rae. 

Fort Simpson, 26 September 1849. 
p S -1 arrived here this afternoon, and intend sending off the expedition 

men' to' Big Island, Slave Lake, on the 28th,. withfi aln/mPhle. su~ply of ne~s.and 
twine, 80 as to enable them to procure sufficient s 1 lor t elr wmter prOVIsions, 
without being any additional expense to Government. 

(signed) J. Rae. 

No.5 (C.) 

COpy of a LETTER from the Secretary of the Hudson's ~ay Company to 
John Parker, Esq., M.P., Secretary of the AdmIralty. 

Hudson's Bay House, London, 
S· 21 August 1850. Ir, 

I AM directed to hand you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, the enclosed extract of a despatch just received from Sir 
George Simpson. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. Barclay, Secretary. 

Enclosure to No.5 (C.) 

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from Sir George Simpson, dated Norway House, 
26 June 1850. 

I A~l sorry it is not in my power to give any information respecting the fate 
of the expedition under the command of Sir John Franklin, as no advices have 
been received here from the Arctic regions since the arrival of the express 
which conveyed Cbief Factor Rae's letters, up to the 29th November, receipt 
of which was acknowledged from London previous to my departure from 
Canada. 

The packets that were forwarded from Lachine to :;\Ir. Rae and Captain 
Pullen, under dates 21st January and 14th February, reached Red River settle
ment respectively on the 30th March and 30th April, but, from the circumstance 
of the bearers of the first packet having lost their way between Cumberland and 
Lac la Rouge, occasioning a loss of nearly a month, they did not reach Isle It la 
Crosse till the 1st June, one packet arriving there in the morning, and the 
other in the evening of that day; the former was dispatched within an hour 
after it~ receipt, and the latter in like manner, the bearers of the second packet 
overtakmg those who started in the morning. As the navigation of the rivers 
was open, it was expected that both packets would have reached Great Slave 
Lake befol'e the breaking up of the ice, in time to enable Captain Pullen and 
Mr. Rae to have resumed their search, provided there were sufficient provisions 
in the district for that s~rvice; but that is exceedingly doubtful, as the demands 
upon our resources durlllg the three past years have exhausted our reserves 
(which, under the most favourable circumstances are always low in that poor and 
remote part of the countrJ:) to such a degree that it was found necessary to se?d 
many of the sen'a~ts, durmg the past winter, to neighbouring lakes to subSist 
themselves by fishlllg. The two boat loads of provisions with crews of 15 men, 
ordered by me, under date 21st January, to be forward~d from Red River, to 
meet ~he demands of the expeditions to be fitted out this summer, were dispatched 
by ~hlef Factor Ballenden at the opening of the navigation, with 100 pieces of 
pemlcan and flour, stores of tea, sugar, biscuit, pork, &c. for Captain Pnllen and 
Mr. Rae, and about 15 bales of clothing. 

Owing 
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Owillg to the late breaking up of Lake Winipeg these boats did not reach the 
Grand Rapid until the 12th June, but as the crews consisted of 14 picked men 
of the settlement, and one of the most experienced and active guides, they will 
doubtless make an expeditious voyage to Mackenzie River; I fear, however, 
they will arrive too late to be available for service during the present season of 
open water. 

It is expected the' cargoes of these boats will be delivered entire, as arrange. 
rilents had been made to victual the crews for the whole voyage from Red River 
to Mackenzie River. 

The continued absence of Chief Factor Rae from the charge of the important 
district of Mackenzie River is attended with very serious inconvenience to the 
buisness, but we consider no sacrifice too great in giving effect to the views and 
wishes of Her Majesty's Government and the British public in reference to this 
painfully interesting service. 

No.5 (D.) 

CoPY of a LETTER from Sir John Richardson, M.D., C.B., to Captain 
Hamilton, R.N., Secretary of the Admiralty. 

My dear Sir, Haslar Hospital, Gosport, 10 October 1850. 
I SEND you an extract of a letter which I received from Dr. Rae by last 

night's post. The same conveyance will doubtless bring official letters from him 
and Captain Pullen, but there may be something in this private communication 
of interest. 

I have neal'ly completed my report on the relics from Cape Riley, and Sir 
Edward will, I believe, transmit it by this night's post. 

I remain, &c. 
(signed) John Richardson. 

Enclosure to No.5. (D.) 

EXTRACT of a LETTER from John Rae, Esq., Chief Factor, Hudson's Bay 
Company, to Sir John Richardson. 

My dear Sir John, Portage la Loche, 30 July 1850. 
I HAVE llOW the plp-asurp- to acknowledge your several kind and interesting 

favours,-of 15th August, from Norway House; of 18th and 19th, from Lake 
Winipeg; and 6th September, from Rainy Lake,-all of which reached me on 
the 5th of April, bv our u"ual winter express. By the Government express, I 
received three other letters from you on the 25th of June, and the two more, by 
L'Esperance, on the 25th instant; the latest being dated on the 3d of April. 

A list of all the articles brought from Fort Confidence to Fort Simpson was 
made out, and creditf'd to the expedition; but finding that all, or greater part, 
would be again required for the contemplated expeditions, I do not send out any 
accounts of them. 

TIle quantity of dry meat remaining at Fort Confidence, before I left, was 
2,200 lbs., the best of which, amounting to 1,60010s., was brought away by us; 
and the remainder, being poor stuff, was given to the Indians, as our boat could 
contain no more. Of the 1,600 lbs., 850 were used on the voyage to Fort Simpson 
and Slave Lake, leaving 750 available. 

You are aware that 1 was, if p')ssible, to resume my search this summer for the 
unfortunate missing navigators. A Government express, conveying instructions 
to this effect, met me on the 25th ultimo, one day's journey below Slave Lake. 
Commander Pullen, being in company with his party, received orders to the 
same effect. The route pointed out for him being to the westward of the Copper
mine, as far as Cape Bathurst; and from thence, out to sea, in the direction of 
Banks Land; rather a hazardous experiment with open boats. As the stock of 
provisions would not admit of two e"'peditions being equipped, Pullen (who is 
much better fitted for such an undertaking, in almoet all respects, than I am) 
had the preference, and will take with him pemican and ury meat to the a~ount 
of about 4,500 lbs., which is to be stowed in one of our large batteaux and 10 one 
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..... of the" Plover's" boats. So small a quantity of provision is left at Fort Simpsolt 
,"'io .. 5· b . d T f h G 

Proceedings of that I do not know how our fall bus.iness is to e carrIe on: wo 0 t e ovem-
Dr. Rae and Com- ment men who were unfit for actn'e duty, returned to I~ngland; and three of 
Jl)anderPullen, R.N. the compa~y's men including Neil M'Leod, have been engllged in their place. 

As 14 men and two boat loads of provisions have been sent from Red River 
to this portage to fit out another expedition under my charge, I am somewhat 
at a loss how to act, as the few instmctions I have received direct my atten
tion to places where in my opi?i?n there is no .c~ance of learning anything of 
the objects of Ollr anxiety. As It IS the firm opllllOn of the gentleman III charge, 
l\lr. Murray, of the Youcan, that that river falls into the sea S. W. of point 
Barrow, and is not identical with the Colville, it appears to me very unnecessary 
that any party should proceed in that directi?n. To carl'S: on a search from the 
Mackenzie, along the coast to the westward, IS equally unhkely to be of use. 

In order, therefore, that the expenses incurred may not be entirely thrown 
away, I have determined to return to Bear Lake, and pass the winter at Fort 
Confidence, to build two boats there, similar to those of Dease and Simpson, and 
with them attempt next summer to reach Wollaston or Victoria Land, viti the 
Coppermine. That the time should not be unprofitably spent I shall, with two 
Qr three men, visit the mouth of the Coppermine this fall, and probably go as far 
as the bay where your boats were left in 1848, to see whether a " cache" of 
pemican deposited there last year is still safe; this I doubt, as the stony nature 
of the ground was unfavourable to perfect concealment. Should we be fortunate 
In procuring provisions during the winter, and our party be healthy in the 
spring, I shall endeavour to proceed 12 or 14 days' journey to the northward. 
over the ice, in the month of May next: and in the event of being unsuccessful. 
as in all probability we shall be, the boats will be ordered to meet me at the 
Kendall; and should the ice permit, 1 shall with them endeavour to blot out the 
memory of my last year's failure. In forming this plan I have been actuated 
by but one feeling, namely, the desire of pursuing the route in which there is 
the greatest probability of gaining some information, or finding traces of the 
gallant navigators or their vessels. To facilitate this, I have requested Mr. 
Hargrave to procure an Esquimaux interpreter from Churchill to replace poor 
Albert, and to forward him by winter to Mackenzie River; also to send the 
., Halkett's" boat that I had with me at Repulse Bay. 

Captain Pullen requested me to make over all the instruments of your expe
dition to him, as soon as he was aware of his returning to the coast; this I at 
once agreed to do, as he may want most of them at winter quarters. I canDot 
say much in favour of the men that have been engaged for me; they are'all, with
out exception, either Indians or half hreeds from Red River; good-enough men 
in their way, but not well fitted for what we have to do. 

I omitted to mention in the proper place that when the winter packet arrived, 
and I received your instructions respecting the establishment of an Indian party 
on the Coppermine, the Martin Lake chief, "Tecoon-ne-betah," with his party 
was at Fort Simpson, and I had no difficulty in engaging them to pass the sum
mer at certain stations in the route between the Kendall and the Bear Lake_ 
The leader received three notes, which were to be delivered to any Europeans 
they might meet, in which the strangers were requested to put themselves wholly 
in the hands of the Indians, who would guide them by the best road to the nearest 
post, and. feed them by the way. In the event of not seeing any parties, other 
notes, Wlt~ a rough chart of the best route, were supplied, well wrapped in oil
cloths, .whlch ~ere to be placed on poles in conspicuous stations. 

Havmg arnved here long befo~e. " L'Esperance," and there being 10 cargoes 
to take over the portage, our provlSlons would have been done ere this had I not, 
fortunately, brought two nets, with which we catch as many fish in the lake as 
feed half ollr party. 

My compan.ion at Bea~ Lake will be Mr. MacKenzie, whom yon saw at Fort 
Norman; he IS a fine active fellow, and a good shot. I have promised him 130/. 
per annum, which I don't think too much. 

I am, &C. 
(signed) John Rae. 
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No.5 (E.) 
NO·5· 

PI'oceedingR of 
Dr. Rae and Com-

. COpy of a LETTER from Commander W. J. S. Pullen, R. N., to the 
of the Admiralty. 

S 
mallder Pulleu, R.X_ 

ecretary 

Sir, Great Slave Lake, 28 June 1850. 
I BEG to acquaint you for their Lordships' information that on the 25th 

instant, while ascending the Mackenzie, and within one d;y's journey of Big 
Island on the Great Slave Lake, I received their despatch of the 25th of January 
last, and humbly beg to express my gratitude for their expression and token of 
.approbation of my conduct. 

With respect to the further search on the Arctic coast, after mature con
sideration and consultation with Dr. Rae, I have determined on proceeding im
mediately to the coast in accordance with their Lordships' wishes. 

I beg to lay before them a summary of my resources and arrangements for 
the expedition. 

(1st, Boats.)-The Loats in which we accomplished our first expedition are 
in a very shattered condition, as well from the severity of the past winter as 
from the injuries received during the trip; in fact, one is utterly unseaworthy, 
and with her I purpose patching up the other, and with a large new boat of 
the company's, now at Fort Simpson, fitted and adapted for the work, to which 
end I dispatched a messenger on the 26th instant, I entertain sanguine expec
tations of satisfactorily performing the required duty. 

On my arrival at Big Island I assembled my party, and acquainted them 
with the intended voyage, when they unanimously volunteered for the service . 
.It was with great regret that I found inyself obliged to exclude two of the party 
from accompanying me; Mr. John Abernethy (acting second ice-master), 
who suffers from frt'quent illness, and is, I consider, unfit for so arduous an 
undertaking; and John Senior, captain of the foretop, who has been suffering' 
with a bad leg, supposed to be a chronic disease. Poor fellow, he was most 
anxious and willing to go, and would run every risk. I have therefore deter
mined on sending them to England. 

To render efficient my arrangements, I have thought it necessary to engage 
three of the company's servants, viz. Neil M'Leod as steersman and fisherman, 
at the rate of 4/. lOs. per month; William Hepburne and Gerome St. George 
(dit Laporte), rated able seaman; their services commencing on the 1st July 
1850, and ceasing, the two former on the embarkation at York Factory, the 
clatter on my arrival with party at Norway House. As regards provision, stores, 
&c. Mr. Rae and myself considered it necessary to prm:ide 30 pieces of pemican 
and 15 pieces of dried meat, to obtain the fOI'mer of which it would be requisite 
·to proceed to Fort Resolution, as the lower posts could only supply two-thirds 
of that quantity. We accordingly proceeded for that post; but being to-day 

·stopped by the ice for an uncertain period, I have thought it better, after again 
.consulting with Mr. Rae, to make up the deficit with dry meat in preference to 
·losing time; only preferring the pemican from its less liability to suffer from 
wet. I accordingly return to-morrow towards Fort Simpson. 

At Fort Good Hope I shall endeavour to engage two Hare Indians as hunters 
;and guides; one, who is there, having accompanied "Dease" and "Simpson" 
on their trips of discovery. These wiIi augment our party to 17 persons in all, 
which will not be more than sufficient crews for the boats. I have made a 

-demand upon the company's stores for such articles of clothing and equipment 
.as I deemed absolutely necessary, including a few presents for the Esquimaux, and 
·.possibly, for the natives of Wollaston, or Banks Land. 

My present intentions are to proceed down the Mackenzie along the coast to 
Cape Bathurst, and thence strike across for Banks Land; my operations must 

·then of course be guided by circumstances; but I shall strenuously endeavour 
to search along all coasts in that direction as far and as late as I can with saf~ty 
venture; returning', if possible, by the M!lckenzie or by the Beghoola, whiCh 
th.e Indians speak of as being navigable, as its head waters are (by Si: John 
Richardson) only a nine days' portage from Fort Good Hope, to meet WhICh, or 

..a similar contingency. I take snow shoes and sledges, &c. 
During the past winter I observed constantly with those instruments left 1 

Fort Simpson by Sir John Richardson, and shall now retain them for a sec~n 
97. G ;~ series, 
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. t t" t their Lordships' approval of that measure. I have made knoW1l' 
N? 5· f ser~efs, Hrus m~ t',o. Lordships' approbation of his conduct, for which he is deeply 

Proceedmgs 0 to lV, r. oopel leu . h' J!. bl 'd t' 
Dr. Rae and Com· grateful, and I beg to again recommend hIm to t elf lavoura e consl era IOn as 
lI1anderP"llen,R.N. a zealous and active young officer.. . . 
-- In conclusion, I beg to assure their Lordshlp~ .of mby ~arnest dfiedtermmfatlOn hto 

t tlleir views to the utmost of my ablhty, emg con ent, rOm t e 
carry ou . d lb' d d 
eagerness of the party that no pains WIll be sp.are. ' nd~ neces~ary a our'da~Ol e 'f 
and by God's blessing we hope to be succe~sful III Iscoverl~g sO~le tl mgs 0 
our gallant countrymen, or even in restormg them to theIr natIve land and 
anxious relatives. 

I retain the report of my observations, Mr. Hoop~r's journal, .and other t?atte~, 
until I can present them in person to th~ir Lordsl~lps, forwa~dlDg only wIth th~8 
my journal ~ up to this period, and the lists of artIcles supplied by the Hudson s 
Bay Company to the two of the party who now proceed to England. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) JY. J. S. Pullen, 

Commander, It.N. 

No.5 (F.) 

COpy of a LETTER from the Secretary to the Hudson's Bay Company to the 
Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, Hudson's Bay House, 11 November 1850. 
I AM directed to transmit to you herewith, for the information of the Lords 

Commissioners of the Admiralty, an extract of a despatch received to-day from 
Sir George Simpson, dated Lachine, 25th of October 1850. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. Barclay, 

Secretary, 

Enclosure to No.5 (F.) 

EXTRACT of a LETTER from Sir George Simpson to the Governor and Com
mittee of the Hudson's Bay Company, dated Lachine, 28 October 1850. 

WITH reference to the communication from the Admiralty under date 11th 
instant, stating that there " was no supply of provisions at Great Bear Lake, and 
that the party wintering there under Captain Pullen had no food but offal fish," 
I have the satisfaction to say that, by information conveyed by Chief Factor Rae 
to Mr. Ballenden, in a private letter which reached him previous to his de. 
parture from Red River, there had been no suffering either among whites or 
Indians in Ma?kenzie River district during the past year (except at the post on 
Frances Lake In the mountains), notwithstanding the extraordinary calls on our 
scanty resources for the use of the recent expeditions. 

Captain Pullen and some of his people passed the winter with Chief Factor 
Rae at Fort Simpson, and others of his party wintered at a fishery on Great 
Bear Lake, w.here the supply of fish was abundant and of the nsual quality, 
neve~ complame? of by the com,~any's ~ervants, although in the letter from ~he 
AdmIralty descflbed as ': offal; but as might be expected, the people b~ng 
unaccustomed to such dIet were somewhat dissatisfied with it an evil whIch 
cO~lld not be remedied. The supply of pemican and flour sent'from Red River 
thIs summer for the use of the expeditions, had heen received which in addition 
to the stores of provisions collec~ed during the spring at'the different posts, 
rp.t?0v~d all ~pprehen~lOn of scarcIty; hut even were it otherwise, it would be 
qUlt~ Imp~sslble at thIS season to forward supplies in time to he available for the 
'enSUIng wmter. 
. In the communication from Dr. Rae to Mr. Ballenden, already referred to, it 
IS stated that the despatches from England (notmed in the 21st paragraph-of 

my 

• Has not been received at the Adruiralty. 
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my general despatch of 26th June) were received by him and Captain Pullen 
between Fort Chipewyan and Portage La Loche; Captain Pullen immediately 
returned to resume the search, and Dr. Rae was about to follow him from Port
age la.Loche. 

No.5 (G.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Commander W. J. S. Pullen, R.N., to the Secretary 
of the Admiralty. 

Fort Good Hope, Mackenzie River, 
Sir, 17 July 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to report for the information of their Lordships, a sum
mary of my proceedings since the 28th ultimo, at which date I had the honour 
of dispatching my last letter by the H. B. ship from York. 

I returned to Fort Simpson on the 3d instant, from which date until the 11th, 
my own party as also the people of the fort were busily engaged in preparing 
the boats for the voyage, some of the blue jackets volunteering to act as carpen
ters, and handling saws and planes with nearly equal facility as the marlinspike. 
J have had the new boat (uf which the dimensions are in the margin) fitted with 
two masts, fore and aft sails, and an iron keel-band. She is certainly very large, 
but the only smaller boat there (built for Sir J. Richardeon) is not of sufficient 
capacity to contain all our provisions and stores; and should we have the good 
fortune to discover the missing party, we shall be enabled to afford them more 
efficient assistance, although her size will entail on the party a little extra work 
as regards ice, portages, &c. The" Logan" was as thoroughly repaired and 
fitted as possible, and having received provisions, stores, &c. from Fort Simpson, 
we started from that post on the 11th instant, reached Fort Norman on the 
13th, stopped there one night to receive the contingent of provisions and stores 
from that station, and arrived here yesterday morning, having pulled day and 
night (the wind being almost constantly fresh against us) with exception of one 
or two trials of sailing, in which the" Try Again" (which name I have given 
to the large boat) answered as well as cuuld be expected. 'Ve have here com
pleted our supplies, amounting to 43 pieces, sufficient for 120 days for our party 
of 17; I intend also to take up the pemican buried at Point Separation, leaving 
a notice there, should any parties arrive and need provision, of the nearest post 
where they may be obtained, which I consider to be that on Peel's river, to 
reach which cannot occupy them more than three days at the farthest, although 
I do not consider it probable that any party can arrive, or at any rate before our 
return, when I shall if possible replace it. I have engaged here two Indians to 
accompany us as hunters, and made arrangements for others to look out for us 
on ~he banks of the " Beghoola" or " lnconnu," should we ascend that river, 
whICh they say is seven nights from this, and well stocked with deer; but we 
should probably take a rather longer time to accomplish the journey across, as 
our men cannot be such expert walkers as those trained from their infancy to the 
exercise. 

Should we fortunately attain Banks Land and find the sea clear to the east
ward and a favourable breeze, I am led to suspect that we may possibly pro
.ceed to Port Leopold; but I only name this as a possible chance, should their 
Lordships not hear from me of our return this season. Again, could we only 
. reaeh Cape Bunny with our boats, whence Sir James Ross tUl'J1ed to the south, 
we shall certainly not return, but proceed on foot, for which I think we cannot 
be better provided, all hands being equipped with dresses and mocassins of moose 
leather, than whichnothing is better adapted to resist the icy blasts of the frigid 
north, requiring less under clothing, which should always be of flannel or 
w.oollens, except for the feet, duffle or blanket wrappers being far preferable to any 
kmd of sock or stocking, and thus the men are less tightly and cumbersomely 
clad than with the usual provision of cloth garments, English leather shoes, &c. 

I have written to Mr. Rae, requesting a, supply of provisien, clothing, &c., the 
.former to meet our w~nts in case of return .by the Beghoola. and to carry us Oll 
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"Try Again." 

ft. in. 
Length - 40 0 

Keel - - 30 0 

Beam - - 9 4 
Depth - :1 z 
Masts - 22, 0 
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NO.5. to the wintering station, which the period. of our arrival can Qnly determine; the-
Proceedings of latter to repay our Indian hunters, who wIll not go further south, and such others 
Dr. Rae anci Com- as may assist us, for their services. 
wander Pullfn, Il.N. • f . d I h t h th b I 

No.6. 
)'rocccdings of 
H. M.::i." ~orth 
Star." 

Weare just on the pomt 0 st~rtmg, an ope 0 reac ,e .sea. a . out t If' 

23d instant. Wherever I meet wIth remarkable headlands or POllltS eIther on 
this coast or otherwise, I shall take care to have conspicuous notices of our visit, 
and perhaps a deposit of provisions. Our stock on leaving Point Separation will 
consist of 2,300 pounds of dry meat, and 1,700 pounds of pemmican; also haIf
a-dozen cases of preserved meat, which will remain so to the last. 

Agreeably with the opinion expressed in the latter part of my journal, I do, 
Hot think that Captain Collinson's ships will be able to get along the coast from 
Point Barrow, if they reach so far, unless the icc be further removed from the 
shore than at the time of our last voyage. The steam launch will have a good 
chance, as drift wood is plentiful along the coast east of Cape Halkett, and of 
course boats may again do what boats have done before. 

The season has been extraordinarily fine, and our steersman (an intelligent 
man), who was on the coast in both expeditions of Sir John Richardson and 
Mr. Rae, is confident of an open sea. Others also, natives of the country, are 
of the same opinion. 

Should I find provision and fuel plentiful on Banks Land, it is possible that 
I may winter there, for the further prosecution of our search next season. 

In conclusion, I beg to assure their Lordships, that no efforts (as I before said) 
will be spared to endeavour to carry out their wishes to the utmost, and hope that 
the termination of this season may, by God's blessing, throw some light upon the 
whereabouts of the missing ships. ' 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. J. S. Pullen, Commander R. N., 

Commanding Boat Expedition in the Arctic Seas. 

-No. 6.-

PROCEEDINGS of Her Majesty's Ship" North Star," Mr. James Saunders,. 
Master-Commanding, on an Expedition to Barrow Straits, with Stores and 
Provisions, in 1849 and 1850. 

(A. and B.) 

No.6 (A). 

NARRATIVE of the PROCEEDINGS of Her Majesty's Ship" North Star," Mr. 
James Saunders, Master-Commanding, on an Expedition to Barrow Straits, 
with Stores and Provisions, in 1849 and 1850 . 

. 
. Her Majesty's Ship, " North Star," 

SIr, Spithead, 28 September 1850. 
I HAVE tl?e honour to report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners 

of th;; Admualty, an account of the proceedings of Her Majesty's ship, " North 
Star, from the 19th July last year, up to which date their Lordships ha,"e 
already been made acquainted. 

After the boa~s of,the " Princ~ of.Wales" whaler left the ship on that date, I 
proceed~d along the edge of the .Ice III s~arch of an opening to get through the_ 
pack (a" there was no land floe lJ1 MelVIlle Bay), being occasionally compelled 
to make. fast to a berg ~r large floe whenever our progress was impeded either by 
t~e closmg up of the Ice or calm .weather. In thia way we continued mak!ng 
lIttle .01' scarc.e. any progress uutd. no.on of Sunday, the 29th of July. belDg 
then m the latItude 74 deg. 32 mm. N. and long. 59 deg. 17 min. W. when 
a fine breeze sprung up fro.m E.N.E., with clear weather, which enabled us to 

, run 
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run between the floes, which had considerably opened, leaving wide lanes of No.6. 
water between them, at the rate of about five miles an hour. Proceedings of 

We continued running in this way as nearly in the direction of Cape York as H. M. S." Nurth 
the ice would allow us, and I had then great hopes that we should be enabled to Star." 
get through without much detention; but we were doomed to be again disap- ----
Fointed, f?r at about 4 p. m. the ice began to close very rapidly from the south-
ward, whIch prevented our further progress, and we were obliged to seek shelter 
in a bight in one of the largest floes we could see. The wind shifted to S. S. E., 
and blew a strong gale with heavy rain. The ice, which was all in large floes, 
pressed against each other with great force, squeezinO" up and breaking in all 
directions. I:> 

The ship being providentially placed in a bight or notch in the floe, to which 
she was made fast, we were enabled to veer her further into it as the edge of the 
floe broke away by the outward pressure, and by that means kept her in the only 
pool of water to be seen, and prevented her from receiving any injury. 

The rudder was unshipped and hung across the stern, and the yard and stay 
tackles got up, and everything prepared for hoisting the large boat out, in the 
event of any accident happening to the ship. 

A quantity of provisions was also got on the upper deck, ready for placing in 
the boats, if wanted, and which were kept up during the whole time the ship was 
beset. 

At midnight it blew a very heavy gale, with rain, from S. S. E., which weather 
continued, with little intermission, for the two following days. We were thus 
beset by the ice from this date until the 26th of September, and kept drifting 
about with it in a totally helpless condition. Every opportunity, however, was 
embraced of endeavouring to extricate the ship by heaving and warping, when
ever the slightest opening took place in the ice. 

During the month of September the bay ice formed so strongly as to cement 
the whole mass together, forming one large floe. 

On the 21st September it Llew a strong gale from the eastward, and the ship 
drifted with the pack rapidly to the westward, and at about 5 p. m. the ice was 
opened, in consequence of its coming in contact with an immense berg of some 
miles in circumference, which was lying aground and kept breaking up the floes 
as they were carried against it with the current, the ship also drifting directly in 
front of it, and at 9 p. m. she was within a quarter of a mile of it. The yard 
tackles were got up on both sides in readiness to get the large boat out, as it was 
impossible to say on which side they might be wanted, the ship being turned 
round in all directions by the ice as it pressed in. We continued in this way 
until about midnight, when we were pushed round the inner edge of the berg 
with a body of ice which had now become very small by the immense pressure, 
and continued drifting with it to the north-west. 

Fortunately, the ice was now small, and much decayed, for had it not been so, 
nothing could have saved the ship, and, I fear, the crew also j for, unlike a 
whaler, who, although severely nipped, is kept afloat by her empty casks until 
provisions can be got up sufficient to last for a long time, with us it would have 
been quite otherwise, for, being deeply laden, if nipped, would have sunk almost 
immediately. 

On the 22d September the ship continued drifting in the same manner to the 
N. W. with the ice, which was continually coming in contact with the numerous 
bergs that were aground. At noon, the latitude observed was 75 deg. 38 min. N. 
and longitude 68 deg. 12 min. W. j throughout the day the wind wag blowing 
strong from the south-east. 

At 1 a. m. of the 23d we were much in the same perilous situation as we were 
at midnight of the 21st, being carried along in front of an immense iceberg which 
lay aground, and against which the ice was pressing with great force ~ but the 
same Al~ighty Providence which had protected us on all furmer oc~aslOns, w~s 
equally kmd in the present, and allowed us to be pushed clear of It, the ShIp 
passing along its easternmost side about 300 yards from it. .. 

We continued drifting along the land in a most unsafe and precarIOus sItua
tion, as the ice was carried about and broken up in its passage between the 
numerous icebergs which lined the coast, until noon of the 26th September,. when 
we appeared to be drifting directly towards Wolstenholme Island! an~ It was 
doubtful whether we should pass within or without it. Here prOVIdentially ~he 
ice appeared much looser, caused by the water being much deeper, and allowlllg 
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the bergs that had passed the ridge of others that were aground off Dudley Diggs 
(and which materiall V retarded the prl)gress of the pack) ~01V to float away. . At 
1 p. m. we opened \Voistenholme Sound, and observed It per.fectly clear of Ice, 
causeJ by ~eve\'al icebergs lyi~g agr?und off ~ape Athol, wluch prevented the 
ice f!'Om entering, and turned It outside of .the Island. . . 

All sail lIas immediately made on the ship (although It was blowmg a heavy 
gale) to force her through the ice; fortunately the masts and yards held on, and 
she pushed her way through, and reached open wa~er ~t 3 p.~. The rudd~r 
was then shipped, and we stood up the sound, anchormg III 19 fathoms, when It 
became dark. 

On the 30th September, after examining the s?und, the sh.ip w~s removed to 
winter quarters at the head of the bay, and salely moored III latItude 76 deg. 
33 min. N., longitude 68 deg. 56 min. 15 sec. W. 

I cannot sufficiently express the heartfelt joy that every man and officer felt at 
this unexpected and miraculous dispensation of Proddence in releasing us from 
the ice in the extraordinary manner in which we were; for if we had not got in 
here, I fear very few if any of the crew would have survived the winter, as it 
is more than probable the ship would have gone to pieces, and a sufficient quan
tity of provisions could not have been saved to have lasted them for so long a 
time. This the most thoughtless of the crew appeared to be quite aware of. 

Here we found a settlement of Esquimaux, and another one about 12 miles 
down the sound. They appear very harmless people, but possessing less inge
nuity than any race of beings I have ever yet seen. Each settlement consists 
but of one hut, in which a number of families dwell. These huts are generally 
formed about half underground, on the slope of a hill, near the sea, the upper 
part being built over in a very rude manner with rough stones. They do not 
know the use of boats, and their only weapon appears to be a small spear, which 
they carry in their hand. 

They Ii ve entirely on raw food, mostly seal's flesh. Not having boats, they are 
compelled to follow the land ice to the north during the summer, depositing the 
seals which they kill at their various stations along the coast, on which they 
retreat during the winter, as their :;:tock to the northward becomes exhausted. 

As I cannot here enter into minor details as to our proceedings throughout the 
winter, I would briefly state that the ship became frozen in on the 12th of Octo
ber, when the housing was spread over, and every other preparation made for the 
winter. The thermometer did not fall below zero till the beginning of November. 

On tbe 24th of October the sun just showed itself above the hills at noon, and 
did not reappear until the 17th of February when his upper limb again made 
its appearance. A period of 116 days. 

Durink the winter we had heavy gales of wind occasionally from the eastward, 
during which time the thermometer invariably rose sometimes nearly to zer~ 
as also in cloudy weather. ' 

I n~ay here add that throughout the whole voyage neither the marine nor the 
anerOId b~romete: .have been of any use to indicate the weather, although both 
appear qUIte sensItIve and move together. 

We found February our coldest month, on the 24th of which the thermometer was 
registered at 9 and lOp. m. at 63 f below zero, and at 61° for the following eight 
11Ours. It also fell to 63 ~o on the 27th. The thermometer by which this was regis
tere~ and the meteorological t!lble was kept, I have carefully put away, in order 
th{\~ It may be tested, as I beheve that to be the coldest natural temperature evel' 
reglste:ed: On Mon';iay the 28th of January 1850, an Esquimanx was brought 
alongsl~e m a sledg~ III a most deplorable condition from frost bites; and as his 
compamons t~lrew 111m off from i~ at the toot of our ladder, making us to under
stan~ they Wished us to cure 111m, I felt compelled from humanity's sake t() 
receive 111m on board, though reluctantly, as he was much in the way of our men 
?n the lower deck. For the first two months he appeared to do well, and I was 
III hopes we would be enabled to cure him; and in the meantime, as a sort of 
~eco~l.pe.nse, I expec~ed to ma~e him ~nderstand our language sufficiently to 
mquut:' If he could glve us an~ mf~rmatIon respecting Sir John Franklin and his 
~arty, or any ~f the other Arctic ShlpS. However in this I was disappointed, for 
although he \\ ,l,:, on board upwards of three months, he did not appear to under-
8~and us better than when he first came. His new mode of living being totally 
dIfferent to what he had been accustomed, he Lecame unwell and died on the 9th 
of May. 

Onr 
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Our crew remained in good health and spirits throughout the winter, they of No.6. 
their own free will taking every necessary exercise until the month of April, Proceedings,of 
when several slight cases of scurvy made their appearance, and on the 12th of ~.l\~; s. " !';orth 
May the assistant surgeon (who examined the men every Monday morning) ta_r. __ _ 

reported to me that he feared we should have still more fresh cases, and recom-
mended that vegetable diet or pickles should be supplied to them as a preventive. 
Having none on board for our own use, I felt it my duty to order that part of 
what we had on board for the Arctic ships should be issued. I also directed 
that the crew should be put on a full allowance of bread, they having been on two-
thirds during the winter, we not having had room to stow the same proportion of 
that species as of the other kind of provisions on leaving England. 

I regret to state that four of the men died, although neither of the cases could 
be attributed to the climate. I cannot help here mentioning the very great 
attention and kindness paid by Mr. James Rae, the assistant-surgeon, to the sick 
under his care on all occasions; nor was it limited to that alone, for his atten
tions to the ventilation of the ship, and health and comfort of the crew, were his 
most anxious study, and I received many valuable suggestions from him on 
these points. I therefore strongly recommend him to the favourable considera
tion of their Lordships. 

At the commencement of the severe season we were annoyed with steam from 
the galley, when a large ventilating funnel was placed over the coppers, and led 
up through the housing, which completely carried away all the steam; several 
other smaller ones were got up in different parts of the ship; and I may state 
that throughout the whole season there was not a particle of damp on the lower 
deck, and the temperature was between 40 and 50 deg. 

Not being fitted with the heating apparatus, I got a stove fitted in the gun
room, and another in the cabin, as also two on the lower deck, from which fun
nels led through all the cabins, keeping the temperature to between 40 and 
50 deg., and preventing any moisture from accumulating. The officers were 
also enabled to dry their clothes when a strong fire was kept up, by hanging 
them round about the funnels. 

As the spring and summer advanced, shooting parties were sent aw.ay, when 
all we succeeded in getting was only about 50 hares and a few WIld duck. 
Several foxes were also shot during the winter. . 

Beacons were erected on the north and south entrance of North Star Bay, 111 

which were placed a cylinder containing an account of our having wintered 
there, and intentions of proceeding to the westward when liberated, a copy of 
which I enclose. ~IO~ur~ _ 

A beacon was also erected to mark the place where the four men were buried, ~ 
in which a similar notice was enclosed; having added to it their names, ages, 
and date of decease. 

When the weather became sufficiently warm to allow the carpenters to handle 
their tools in the open air, the ice was dug away from round the bows of the 
3hip for 3 fe~t deep, to exam!ne and repair what injury s.h~ received in co~ing 
!hrough the Ice last year, whIch was found to be very trIfhng; the galvanIzed 
Iron with which her bows had been covered was all ragged and torn off. It 
being thinner than copper was of no protection to the wood, and only injured 
the warps in hauling them across the bows. 

The iron casks in which we held our tar and oil were broken up and used for 
covering her bows, which made the ship ill a much better condition for taking 
the ice than when she left England. The upper deck was then caulked, as the 
frost during the winter had drawn all the pitch out of the seams. The pitch in 
the seams of the ship's sides was found not to be injured, having been protected 
from the intense cold by the snow embankment with which she was surrounded 
during the winter . 

.During the month of June the rigging was refitted and blacked down, the 
salls repaired, the ship and boats painted, and everything got ready for sea. 
. FroIT,l this time the few cases 'of scurvy which had made their appearance 
III Apfll now rapidly disappeared, and since then we have all been perfectly 
healthy. 

About the 1st of July, everything being in readiness for sea, directly an oppor
tunity might occur, my whole attention was directed to watching the progress of 
the dissolution of the ice; and Mr. Leask, the ice master, was sent to the top of 
a high hill every day, to examine its state in the offing. 

97. I The 
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The ice rapidly disappeared in the bay, the. floe becoming ~ove.red with 
pools of water, and in many places holes formed :Ight through, whICh mcre~sed 
in number every day. All along the shore the Ice was broken up by the tide, 
and it daily became more difficult to land.. . 

On the 1"3th of July, the water cau~ed by.the meltmg of the snow on .the hIlls 
in the interior which poured down hke a flver through the south ravme, had 
completely cr~cked the floe across, and opened it out from 20 to 60 feet in 
width. 

I therefore determined to saw a canal down to it from the ship, a distance of 
2,030 yards. . . 

On the morninG' of the 16th we commenced our labours, begmnmg from the 
ship and sawing t~wards the crack. On the evening of the 22d the two straight 
cuts were completed, the ice varying in thickness from 2 to 4 feet and a half. 
On the 23d we commenced cross cutting, which we found to form more than 
twice the above length, on account of having been obliged to enlarge the width 
of the canal 1 yard in every 10, to admit of the floating out of the pieces 
when the ice in the offing might open. On the evening of the 25th, the ice 
having become so rotten, the saws and other implements were brought on board, 
for it now decayed so very rapidly, that I considered it would soon all break up 
itself. 

During the latter part of July the ice decayed in an astonishingly rapid 
manner; the floe, which some short time ago was 4 feet in thickness, was now 
broken into small pieces, and was fast disappearing, so much so that the water 
alongside the ship on the surface was perfectly fre:o:h. 

On the morning of the 1st of August the ship was got under weigh, and hauled 
out of her winter quarters, where she had remained upwards of 10 months. 
During the whole of that day and the next all hands were employed warping, 
heaving, and towing her through the ice in the sound; and after very great 
exertion succeeded in getting her into open water on the morning of the 3d. We 
then made sail, and beat out between Wolstenholme Island and the main, and 
stood to the westward. About 25 miles west of \Y olstenholme Island we fell in 
with the pack, or middle ice, which we entered; and after several vexatious 
stoppages and hard labour, we succeeded in reaching open water at midnight of 
the 6th, and stood over for Possession Bay, on our passage to which, a distance 
of 150 miles, we did not meet with any ice, not even bergs. 

At 8 p. m. on the 8th of August, I sent a boat into Possession Bay to ascertain 
if there were any tidings of the Arctic ships, or any other information to guide 
me; having failed last season in meeting with the" Investigator," I was com
paratively without instructions. At midnight the boat returned, without having 
discovered any trace of the ships, except Captain Sir James Ross's instructions 
to Captain Bird, dated July 1848 (printed in Arctic Papers, marked C. page .,1). 
Also a notice from Captain Ross, stating that they got through the pack on the 
evening of the 22d August 1848, examined Pond's Bay on the 23d, and left this 
no.ti~e on. their.way to. Lancaster Sound on the 25th August. (A similar not~ce to 
thiS IS prill ted III ArctIc Papers marked C. No. 11, paG'e 7, from Captain BIrd.) 

.Being desi~ous o~ ?btaining o~servations for longit~de at this place, to ascer
tam.the relatlve posHI.on. of our wmter quarters, and the weather being foggy, 
I laId off a~d on until It might clear up for that purpose, which it did on the 
afternoon. of the l?th; ~hen having obtained the required observations, and 
left a notIce. of m~ 1Oten~lOns to .proceed to Whaler Point, or to any of the other 
places mentIOned 10 my InstructIOns, to land the provisions I then proceeded up 
Lancaster Sound, with a fine breeze from the eastward and made the land near 
'Yhaler Po~nt on the afternoon of the 12th, without ~eeting with any ohstruc
tIon from Ice. As we neared the land we found the ice extending off Port 
~eopold about 12 m~les. After trying every possible means to get the ship 
mto the harbour untIl 8 p. m. of the 14th, and without perceiving the slightest 
p~ospect of. success, I bore up. for. Port Bowen, having previously sent in a boat 
with a. no~ce (a copy of WhICh IS euclosed), stating, that finding no prospect 
of gettmg 10 there, I would endeavour to land the provisions at Port Bowen or 
Port Neill. 

C~~tain Sir James Ros~ will already have acquainted their Lordships of the 
provl~lOns, stores, &c. which had been left there, and which appeared to me to 
remam exactly as they had been left. The housing or tent cover was very much 
torn and rotten, and I should sa.y in another winter will disappear altogether. 

(A copy 
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(Ai copy of the notice found there I beg to enclose *.) I From the purport of that 
Dotice' I was left in such doubt as to whether the ships had gone home, and from 
the appearance of the ice, and the bad season last year, I deemed it advisable to 
land the provisions at all risks. 

'On the evening of the 15th of August we examined Jackson's Inlet, Port 
Bowen, and Port Neill, all three of which places we found completely blocked 
up with heavy land floes of old ice. Finding it perfectly impossible to land the 
provisions here, I again stood over for Port Leopold, and on the 16th made 
another attempt to enter it, but I found the ice to extend mnch further off from 
it than before. 

The ice appeared to extend in a north-east direction in a solid pack from Cape 
Clarence to the north side of Barrow's Straits, completely blocking up that strait; 
and also across Prince Regent's Inlet to the south-east, where it reaches some 
miles south of Port Neill. The first gale from either north or south will turn either 
of these bodies right across the entrance of Port Leopold, and completely seal it up.~ 

Finding it impossible to get into Port Leopold with the ship, or even to send 
in a boat to remove the notice I had left there before going to Port Bowen, and 
on account of the advanced state of the season not deeming it prudent to put off 
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any more time where there was so little prospect of success, I threw over a cask 
c~ntainin~ a n~tice (a co~y of which ! ~nclose), and proceeded ~o t?e east:,'ard, .vee Ell,. , 
wlth the mtentlOn of landmg the prOVISIOns at some of the places mdICated In my ~ 
orders. 

At noon of the 21st, being in latitude 73 deg. 56 min. N., and longitude 83 deg. 
42 min. W., two brigs were seen to the eastward, which on closing at about 
3 p. m. were found to be the " Lady Franklin" and " Sophia," in search of 
Captain Sir John Franklin. By these vessels I received their Lordships' letter 
to'me, dated loth April 1850, together with a" Return of the Arctic Correspon
dence." By that letter I was informed of the return of the" Enterprise" and 
" Investigator," which made tile necessity of the provisions on board being 
landed more urgent; I therefore determined to do so, if possible, somewhere 
near Navy Board Inlet, which seemed to me on the passage up to be the only 
likely place we saw, and at which I was informed by Mr. Penny I should find 
a safe harbour. 

Judging from the latter part of their Lordships' letter, where I am ordered to 
land the provisions at Disco or the Whale :Fish Islands, that they imagined 
I had not got over to the western side, and considering that provisions would be 
far more available here, as I knew that the whole eight vessels in search of Sir 
John Franklin were in Lancaster Sound, I therefore told Mr. Penny that 
I would endeavour to land them as above-mentioned, if possible; and if a safe 
harbour could not be found to land the whole, I would endeavour to land some 
for his or the other ship's use in the event of shipwreck, and proceed with the 
remainder, as ordered, to Disco. 

,By him I received intelligence that the eight vessels came through Melville 
Bay,in company, and that he, with his consort the" Sophia," parted from them 
on the 15th of August off Dudley Diggs; that off Cape York they learnt from 
the natives where we had wintered, and the" Felix" and" Intrepid" went in 
search of us. 

puringthe afternoon it continued perfectly calm, which gave the two vessels 
an QPportunity of writing home. At 2 a. m. of the next morning (the 22d) 
a light breeze sprang up, when we parted company. At five we observed a 
sehoOn~l'under the south land, and soon afterwards Commander Phillips came on 
board from'the "Felix;" by him I received information that his schooner parted 
oompany off, Dudley Diggs on the 15th with Her Majesty's ships" Resolute" and 
",Pioneer," also the" Prince Albert," and on the 17th he parted company with 
Her Majesty's ships " Assistance" and "Intrepid," off' Cape Leopold. These 
vessels were to (proceed up the northern shore of Lancaster Souno; he accom-

. panied them into Wolstenholme Sound, opened the beacons we had left, and 
fouBdwe:had'sailed. He also informed us that Captain Austin was going to 
PoBd~s. :Bay, and.from thence up the south side of Lancaster Sound, and that letters 
would be found in a cairn on a low point on the north side of Pond's Bay. 

On the morning of the 23d, being off Wollaston Island, I dispatched in a boat 
(in cha~ge;_of :Mr. Leask, the ice master) to look for,a harbou~. At 2 p. m. t~e 
'. -ret'Q~,"and he then infomled me that provisions ,mIgh~ be landed In 

a 1$y just withiJ). the easternmost Wollaston Island, the sound1llgs grad~any 
97. I 2 decreasmg; 
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decreasing; I therefore ran in and moored. the ship in four fathoms, abo~t a 
quarter of a mile from the shore; every thlllg was then go~ ready f~r landmg 
the provisions, which was commenced at 4 a. m. of. the follow~ng mornlllg. ~he 
beach which consisted of loose stones, among which large pIeces of ground Ice 
}Jad been thrown up, rendered the landing very difficult; however, with the 
assistance of all the spars and planks that we could collect we managed to get 
them rolled up. . . . . 

During' the time we were landmg the proVIsIOns the crew ~orked wIth great 
spirit under the superintendenc~ of Mr. John 'Yay, the. ~eUlor second master, 
who conducted the operation wIth great energy and abIhty, an~ who seemed 
determined that 110 obstacle should prevent the fulfilment of the object. He also 
superintended the sawing out of the canal in Wolstenholme Sound, the landing 
the notices in the boats at the various places, and every other duty where trust 
was required, highly to my satisfaction, and I cannot. t~o strongly recom!llend 
him to the favourable consideration of the Lords CommIssIOners of the AdmIralty 
for his promotion, which I consider he so much deserves. . 

I would also further state, that whilst discharging the provisions and other 
stores, I was highly pleased with the zealous and active part Mr. James J. Rutter, 
the clerk in charge, took, in assisting, as far as possible, the fulfilment of that 
important duty, especially considering the hurry and bustle which attended that 
process, situated as we were. Not only on this occasion, but during the whole 
time he has becn under my command, I have had great reason to be pleased 
with him, and would strongly recommend him also to the favourable considera
tion of their Lordships for his promotion, which I consider he so well merits. 
The drawings taken by him of Wolstenholme Sound, North Star Bay, &c., are 
enclosed *, with the charts or plans of Wolstenholme Sound, &c., which latter were 
drawn fJY :'l1r. Aylen, master's assistant, under my immediate superintendence. 

By the evening of the 28th of August we had succeeded in landing the pro
ot\re 7' visions as per invoices enclosed, which was a sufficient supply for lasting 100 men 
~ for B months, ill addition to a large quantity of preserved soups, vegetables, 

pickles, and other comforts, and about 40 tons of coals. I also landed our own 
housing to cover the tea and other perishable articles, which might prove very 
useful in keeping men warm, and sheltering them in the event of shipwreck. 

Whilst employed landing the provisions, three very large deer, with immense 
horns, were seen walking about near them at one time (and I believe there were 
more seen at other times); but we were far too much occupied to think of looking 
after them. 

Everything was now completed, except the erecting of a beacon flagstaff, 
similar to the one erected on the 26th, on a low point outside (as per margin), 
and for which everything was landed ready; and it was my intention to have 
sent a party to erect it next morning whilst unmooring the ship; but during the 
nigh.t the wind shifted to the westward, and blew very hard the following morning, 
causmg a heavy ground-swell. As the gale was increasing. and the ship being on 
a dead lee-shore, and the holding ground very bad, the bottom consisting of 
loose stones, I could not venture to weigh the anchor; I therefore deemed it 
prudent, for the safety of the ship, to slip the cable at the fifth shackle, and pro
ce.ed to sea .. Fortunately a stone beacon or cairn was erected near the provisions, 
~Ith. a pole III the centre of it, in which was deposited a cylinder containing an 
IllVOIce of all that had been landed. This beacon is in lat. 73 deg. 44 min. N., 
and long. 80 deg. 55 min. W. 

H~v~ng only ~bout three months of the "North Star's" own provisions 
remammg on board, and considering it would be running far too great a hazard 
to a~t~~pt to l~ave Navy Board Inlet with so small a quantity, owing to the 
pOSSIbIlIty. of b~Illg caugh~ in th~ pack on the way home, and thereby detained 
ano~her wmter III the ArctIC regIOns, I therefore desired the clerk in charge to 
retam a sufficient quantity of those shipped on board for the expedition so as to 
compl~te up a 12 months' supply. 

l?urmg tl?e time the ~en were. employed in landing the provisions, also 
whIlst securmg and gettmg the ShIp out of Wolstenholme Sound, I found it 

necessary 

,. A chart of Baffin's Bay (showing the track of Her Majesty's Ship" North Star) which incluues 
W oistenholrne Sound and North Star Bay, is substituted fiIT the charts, &c. here r;ferred to. [Set: 
Enclosure NO.5.) 
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necessary to.i~sue to the people.actually employed, an extra ration of preserved 
meat and SpIrIts, and half a ratIon extra of bread, as the usual allowance is not Proceedings of 
sufficient to enable men to continue for so many hours, and such hard work in H. M. S. " Nortll 
this cold climate. Star." 

No.6. 

At noon of the 29th we passed Cape Hay, where I intended to leave a notice ___ -<10 

of where the provisions had been landed; but as the beacon erected by ourselves 
on the outer point of Navy Board Inlet was so plainly seen from it, and there 
being too much sea on to admit of a boat's landing, I did not deem it necessary 
to wait, and proceeded on to the eastward. 

On the afternoon of the 30th I sent a boat into Possession Bay to leave a 
notice (as enclosed) of where the provisions were landed, and also to O'et obser- . see 1? 
vations for longitude. On the boat's return I was informed that the n~tices left ~ 
by ourselves on the 10th of August and those from the" Enterprise" were 
removed, and the enclosed (which I beg to forward) put in their place. 

I also observed a schooner S. E. of us; but as it was calm we did not close 
with her till about nine o'clock the next morning, when I sent a boat on board, 
and found it to be the" Prince Albert," Commander Forsyth, on his way to 
England. The only additional information I received from him was ;-he left 
Her Majesty's Ships" Assistance" and" Intrepid," and the" Lady Franklin," 
" Sophia," and" Felix," all well in 'Vellington Channel. 

On the afternoon a breeze sprung up and we soon ran out of sight of him. It 
was my intention to have kept company with him until we had crossed the pack, 
but he sailed so badly that I thought it better to proceed to Pond's Bay, and 
there land notices of where the provisions were landed; after which, if I had 
met him, would, if necessary, have taken him in tow. 

On the morning of the 3d of September we were off the north entrance of 
Pond's Bay, and the weather being calm, I anchored the ship with a kedge in 
45 fathoms, as I found the current was setting out of the inlet, and a number of 
bergs aground near us. 

A boat was then despatched to examine the north shore of the inlet in search 
'of the letters that we were informed by Sir John Ross were deposited there, but, 
after examining its nOl·th side for 20 miles, could not find any appearance of a 
cairn. Two notices, similar to that left at Possession Bay, were landed about 
10 miles apart, and placed in the centre of a cairn of stones. 

At 8 p. m. the boat returned, and we weighed the kedge, and proceeded to 
the S. E. 

I regret not having met with Captain Austin, that I might have been able to 
inform him of where the provisions were landed; however I have no doubt 
Mr. Penny will see him, who will give him the necessary information of my 
intentions, which he promised to do before parting company. 

At 4 a. m. of Sunday the 8th September, being in lat. 71 deg. 40 min. N., 
long. 71 deg. 10 min. W., the fog which we had had for the last four or five days 
cleared away, and we observed ourselves close to the pack or middle ice; which 
being loose, we immediately entered, and got through it by 10 a. m., without 
much interruption, it being small and all of last winter's formation. Its width 
I estimate at about 22 miles. We then stood to the S. E., with a fine fair 
wind. 

On the 9th at noon, when in lat. 70 deg. 2 min. N., and long. 62 deg. 20 min. 
W., a pack or body of very heavy ice was observed ahead, and which compelled 
us to haul to the N. E. for about 20 miles, and we then stood 50 miles true east, 
when we again shaped our course down the straits; since which time we met 
with no pack, but passed a number of bergs. 

We got to the southward of Cape Farewell on the afternoon of the 14th Sep
tember, but the wind hanging to the eastward we did not cross its longitu?inal 
meridian until the morning of the 18th September, being then in latitude 
55 deg. 30 min. N. I may here mention, that although the ship w~s so long 
beset last year in the ice, and has since passed through so much of It, that she 
has never once received a nip, and is now as strong and tight as when she left 
England. 

I regret exceedingly not being able to fulfil my instructions of last year, and 
can only assure their Lordships that no exertions were wanting on the part of 
myself, the officers, and crew, to do so: had last season been as favourable as the 
_present for the navigation of the Arctic seas, I have no doubt I should have found 
,the "Investigator," or "Enterprise" before they left their winter quarters. 

97. I 3 The 
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The" North Star" passed the Scilly.Light at midnight of the 26th instant~ 
and arrived at Spithead at 11 a. m. of this day. 

In conclusion, I beg to express to their Lo~dship~ my entire satisfaction of the 
conduct and unwearied exertions (when reqUIred) ot every officer and man under 
my command, and more particularly Mr. John Way, senior secon.d master; 
Mr. James Rae, assistant surgeon; and Mr. James Rutter, clerk III charge, 
each of whom I have already spoken of in this despatch; they are all of long 
standino' in their present rank; I therefore earnestly trust their Lordships will 
grant tl~em the promotion they have so well earned. 

I have, &c. 
To the Secretary of the 

Admiralty, London. 
(signed) J. Saunders, 

Master and Commander. 

Enclosure 1 to No.6 (A.) 

COpy of a NOTICE placed in each of the Beacons erected in North Star Bay, 
TVolstenholme Sound. 

North Star Bay, Wolstenholme Sound, 
15 April 1850. 

THIS paper is placed here to certify that Her Majesty's Ship" North Star," 
was beset at the east side of Melyille Bay, on the 29th July last year, and 
gradually drifted from day to day until on the 26th of September we found 
ourselves abreast of Wolstenholme Island, when perceiving the ice a little more 
loose, and the sound perfectly clear, made all sail, and pressed her through it, 
anchoring in the lower part of the sound that evening, and arrived in this bay 
on the 1st of October, where she remained throughout the winter. It is my 
intention to leave as soon as the breaking up of the ice will permit, and prosecute 
my voyage in search of the Arctic ships. 

(signed) James Saunders, 
Master and Commander. 

Enclosure 2 to No. 6 (A.) 

COpy of a NOTICE landed at Whaler Point, 14 August 1850. 

Her Majesty's Ship" North Star," off Port Leopold, 
14 August 1850. 

THIS paper is placed here to certify that Her Majesty's Ship "North Star," 
was beset at the east side of Melville Bay, on the 29th July last year, and 
gradually drifted from day to day, until on the 26th September we found our
selves abreast of Wolstenholme Sound, when perceiving the ice a little more 
loose, and the sound perfectly clear, made all sail and pressed her through it, 
anchoring in the lower part of the sound that evening, and arrived in North Star 
Bay, 'Wolstenholme Sound, on the 1st October, where she remained throughout 
the winter until the 1st of August 1850, when she got liberated, and proceeded 
to the westward, passing through the pack in the centre of Ross Bay, and reached 
Possession Bay on the evening of the 8th August 1850, and arrived off Port 
Leopold on the 13th of August 1850. The season being so far advanced, and 
there being no prospect at present of getting into the harbour to land the provi
sions, I shall therefore proceed to land them either at Port Bowen or Port Neill, 
ac~ording to circumstances, as their Lordships' orders for my return to England 
thiS year are so peremptory. 

(signed) J. Saunders, 
Master and Commander. 

Enclosure 
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Enclosure 3 to NO.6 (A.) 

,COpy of the NOTICE found at Whaler Point by Her Majesty's Ship, "North 
Star," when she cal1ed there on the 14th August 1850. 

Port Leopold, 15 August 1849. 
THE provisions and stores landed here from Her Majesty's Ships" Enterprise" 

and" Investigator," being intended for the use of ::5ir John Franklin and his 
party, it is earnestly desired that any other persons (not in absolute distress) who 
may find them, will leave them undisturbed, and will return this paper into the 
cylinder which contains it, as it is intended to inform Sir John Franklin, or any 
of his party who may arrive here, the" Enterprise" and" Investigator" having 
wintered in this port, and having sent parties during the spring in every direc
tion in search of, but without obtaining tidings of them, are now about to proceed 
to sea, with the view of continuing the examination of the north shore of Barrow 
Straits, as far to the westward as the season may permit, and that they will 
endeavour to touch again at this port before they shall depart for England. 

But this latter part of the plan of operations must greatly depend upon 
circumstances of weather and season, which at present appear by no means 
favourable for its successful execution. 

(signed) James C. Ross, 
Captain H. M. S. "Enterprise." 

(signed) Edward Bird, 
Captain H. M. S. "Investigator." 

Enclosure 4 to NO.6 (A.) 

-COpy· of a NOTICIE thl"own overboard from Her Majesty's Ship " North Star," 
off Port Leopold, 16 August 1850. 

Her Majesty's Ship" North Star," off Port Leopold, 
15 August 1850. 

HER Majesty's ship" North Star" arrived off Port Leopold, Cape Clarence, 
with· provisions for the Arctic ships on the 13th August 1850; but finding the 
harbour blooked up by heavy loose floes, could not enter. She then steered over 
for Port Bowen, Jackson Inlet, and Port Neill, but could not enter either of 
those piaces, from their being blocked up by heavy land floes. 

The" North Star" came back to Port Leopold again on the 16th August 
1850, when she found the place still so blocked up with ice that she could not 
enter . 
. Th~ despateh accompanying this will give information as to my further 
mtentIons . 
.. ThiS was thrown overboard (and put into a cask) on the 16th August 1850. 

P0:t Leopuld, bearing true N. W. ~ W. four leagues. 
It IS reqnested thatthis paper may be forwarded r iffound, to the Secretary of 

the Admiralty, London. 

(signed) J. Saunders, 
Master and Commander. 

Her Majesty's Ship I " North Star," off Port Leopold, 
. 16-Aagust 1850. 

H:ttt: l\Iajestyts' ship- " N 6rth Star" crossed over on the evening of the 14th 
August; mrd-found- Port- Bowerr,' Port· Neill, and Jackson Inlet completely 
blpc.k.e6.~,b¥ .a,thick 1a,ndJl0e,."~mld.eri~,itjmpps~ible, to laJi1d the prO¥isions 
for the Arctic ·ships. She therefore has 'p,ut back to this pprt, and not being 

.. able to enter will now endeavoul' to land "'hem" at one- ofthe places mentioned in 
.970: 14 the 

No.6. 
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the Admiralty order; viz. Cape York, Cape Crauford, Cape Hay, Possession 
Bay, Pond's Bay, or Agnes Monument; but. on account of the lateness of the 
season will not be able to return to say at whICh of the places. 

(signed) James Saunders, 
Master and Commander. 

Enclosure 5 to No.6 CA.) 

CHART. 

Enclosure 6 to No.6 CA.) 

COpy of the NOTICE placed in the Beacon at the outer Point of Navy 
Board Inlet. 

Her Majesty's Ship " North Star," 
East End of Navy Board Inlet, within Wollaston Island, 

26 August 1850. 
PROVISIONS have been landed at the bottom of this bay by Her Majesty's ship 

" North Star," sufficient (of every description) to last 100 men for 12 months, 
for the use of the ships in search of Sir John Franklin and his party. 

It is therefore earnestly requested that no one will remove them, except in 
cases of actual distress. 

It is further requested that this paper be replaced where found. 
(signed) J. Saunders, 

Master and Commander. 

Enclosure 7 to No.6 (A). 

LA.NDED at Navy Board Inlet this 27th day of August 1850, from on board Her Majesty's Ship" North Star," Mr. James' 
J. Rutter, Clerk in Charge, the Stores undermentioned, for the Use of the Arctic Expedition; viz. 

PACKAGES. 
0: 

i 0 ., 
S ~ 

.. 
'" 

, 
~ 

.. .. :; 
"' -'l " 'a I;) .." to Irish. 0 ... ·S 

Q lJ ANT I TIE S. '" 0 '" to <l> '" II:. 
0 oS .~ . I;) .;;; CD II: 0: '" " .... "' ~~ Tierces·l~ ~.~ o~ =i :i cn ... ~.." 0: 8~ ..:; .... ",,, 0 " '" SOl " '" <l> 0 " l%l ::r::1l .... ~ ..... 001;) .... U..., -'ll%l ~ 

-- -------
Biscuit - - - - - - Lbs. in 76 - - - - - 608 - - - -Brandy - - - - - - Galls. in - 6 - - - - 24 - - - 2 
Rum (over-proof) - - - " - - 84 - - - 272 - - - -
Red wine (port) - - - - " - 1 - - - - 8 - - - -White wine - - - - - " - 2 - - - - 16 - - - -
Beef - - - - - 8 lbs. pieces in - - - - 10 14 116 - - - -Pork - - · - - 4 

" - - - - 12 19 148 - - - -
Pemican - - - . - - Lbs. in - - 22 2 - - 140 - - 46 -
flour - - - - - - " - - lIO 2 - - 892 - - - -
Currants - - · - . - " - - - 2 - - 8 - - - -
Peas - - - - - - Galls. in - - 22 - - - 176 - - - -Oatmeal - - - - - - " - - 2 - - - 16 - - - -
Sugar - - - - - - Lbs. in - - 24 - - - 192 - - - -
Chocolate - - - - - " - - 19 - - - 114 - - - -
Vinegar - - - - - - Galls. in - - 2 - - - 16 - - - -
Tobacco - - - - - - Lbs. in - - 18 - - - 104 - - - -
Soap - -. - . - - - " - - - 28 - - 92 - - - -
Preser"edmeat'" (mc1udmg soup and) 

" 
8 - - - - - 64 - - 2,569 -bouilli (sorted) - - - -f 

Preser'l'ed soup, common vegetable,} 8 - - - - - 24 - - 1,240 -ox-cheek, gravy, and concentrated " 
Lemon juice - - - - . Cases - - - - - - - 81 658 - -Preserved 'I'egetables t (sorted) - Lhs. in 2 - - - - - 16 - - 1,586 -
Suet - - - · . . - " - - - 8 - - 64 - - - -----f-----------r-- -TOTA.L - - - 89 9 248 87 2-2 88 3,110 81 558 5,391 2 

"L _ •• Rn?ast beef; boiled ditto; stewed ditto; beef and vegetables; season~d beef; roast mutton; boiled ditto: soup and 
uuUl 1. 

t Tumips; green peas; carrots; beet-root; parsnips: mixed vegetables. 

(aigued) Jame. J. Butter, Clerk in Charge. 
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LANDED at Navy Board Inlet.thi~ 27th day of August 185(1, from on board He]' Majesty's Ship" North Star," 1\11". James 
J. Rutter, Clerk III Charge, the Stores undermentioned, for the Use of the Arctic Expedition; viz. 

_----------~------___;_--...... -_.------o------- --.--
Packages. 

Iron Iron Casks, Metal Candle P. :'1. l';lcJ..ing 

Half Iron- Ca-

Hogs- Small Hoops. Casks. bound. Cases. Boxe.<. Cn:-l'~, 

l,ead,. Casks. 
ni:--tt-'f". 

QUA N TIT I E S. 

--------------1-----
_ - __ - _ - 4 - ~ 

1~ I 
Candles, composition 

" moulds and dips 
Oil, sperm -
Lignum vital -
Rice 
Preserved potato -

" milk 
Scotch barley 
Black pepper 
Salt 
Mustard 
Dried yeast, in canisters of lIb. each 

Pickles: 
Onions 
'Val nuts 
Cran berries 
Cabbage 
Mixed 

TOTAL 

14 
1(; 
21 
13 
14 

16 

Hl 
:n 
16 
16 

4 

6 

12 
136 

3 

(signed) .]{IIIIrs J. Ruffcr, Clerk in C1,al"gc. 

Enclosure l::\ to }; o. G (A.) 

COpy of the K OTICE put in the Cairn near the Provi&ion5. 

Her Majesty's Ship" N" orth Star," 
East Eud of Navy Board Inlet, witllin Wollaston 

Islam\s, :W August 18;")0. 

THE provisions landed here from Her Majei'>ty's ship" North Star," sufficient 
(of every description) to last 100 men for 12 months, for the use of the ships in 
search of Sir John Franklin and his party; it is, therefore, earnestly requested 
that no one will remove them, except in cases of actual distrl's:'. 

It is further requested that this paper be replaced \vhere found. 

(signeu) J. Sallndas, 
l\Iaster and Commander. 

Enclosure 9 to No. G (A.) 

COpy of a NOTICE landed at Possession Ba.1f. Two similar ones also were ll!ft at 
Pond's Bay. 

Her Majesty's Ship" North Star," off Possession Bay, 
30 August 1850. 

THIS paper is placed here to certify that provisions have been landed on the 
east side of the entrance of Navy Board Inlet, just within the easternmost Wol
]aston Island, from Her Majesty's ship" North Star," sufficient (of eycry descri p
tion) to last 100 men for 12 months, being for t.he use of the ships in search of 
Sir John Franklin and his party. It is, therefore, earnestly requested that no 
one will remove them, except in ca~es of actual distress. It is further requesteLi 
that this paper be replaced where founa. 

A beacon (a cask on a pole) is erected at the entrance of Navy Board Inlet, 
and about two miles north from where the provisions are landed, and m11st he 
seen in clear weather by any ship passing up the south side of Barrow Straits_ 
There is also a small stone beacon or cairn erected nrar the provisiuns, there not 

9i. K ha\"int;; 
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11uving been time to erect a flagstaff there likewise, the " North Star" hav~ng 
been obliged to slip her anchor and put to sea on acco~nt .of a gale of wmd 
coming in on the morning of the 29th of August 1850. She IS now on her way 
to England. 

The provisions are landed in latitude 73 deg. 44 min. N.; longitude 80 deg. 
55 min. W. 

(signed) J. Saunders, 
Master and Commander. 

No.6 (D.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, R. N., Secretary of the 
Admiralty, to Mr. James Saunders, Master Commanding Her Majesty's Ship 
" North Star." 

Sir, Admiralty, 10 October 1850. 
I HAVE received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 

your letter of the 28th Septem bel' last, reporting your proceedings in the " North 
Star," and I am desired to acquaint you that my Lords have read this report of 
your proceedings with much interest, and they desire you will express to the 
officers, seamen, and marines of the" North Star" the satisfaction of their Lord
ship,; at the way in which they have performed their duties. 

1\1 y Lords are entirely satisfied with your exertions to carry out their orders, 
and will not fail to bear your services in mind; and as a further mark of their 
approval of the conduct of those under your orders my Lords have been pleased 
to promote the under-mentioned officers; viz.-

Mr. John \Vay to be master. 
Dr. J<1111(S Rae to be surgeon. 
Mr. James J. Rutter to be paymast.er and purser. 

(signed) 

- No.7.-

W. A. B. Hamilton. 

PROCEEDINGS of Commander Charles C. Forsyth, R. N., of the" Prince 
Albert," Discovery Vessel, in the Summer of 1850; with Observations of 
Captain Sir tV. E. Parry, R. N., Sir John Richardson, M. D., C. B., Dr. 
Andrew Clarlc, M. D., Captain F. W. Beechey, R. N., and Colonel Sabine, 
R. A., on Articles found at Cape Riley, which were brought Home by 
Commander Forsyth. 

(A. to P.) 

No.7 (A.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Commander Charles C. Forsyth, R. N., of the" Prince 
Albert," Discovery Vessel, to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Si 1', " Prince Albert," Aberdeen, 1 October 1850. 
I HAYE the honour to report my return to England, and take the earliest 

opportunity of communicating, for my Lords Commissioners' information, that 
traces of the missing expedition under Sir John Franklin have been found at 
Cape Riley and Beechey Island, at the entrance to the Wellington Channel. 

_ \fe \. The annexed document was copied from one left in a cairn at Cape Riley, by 
~ Captain Ommaney, the day previous to our visiting it. 

\Ve observed five places where tents had been pitched, or stones placed, as if 
they had been used for keeping the lower part of the tents down; also great 
quantities of beef, pork, and birds' bones, a piece of rope with the Woolwich 
naval mark in it (yellow), part of which I have enclosed. 

Her :\hjesty's ships" Assistance" and" Intrepid," when last seen by me on 
the 
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the 25th of August, whilst ofr Point Innis, appeared to be well over with Cape 
Hotham, carrying a press of sail, with a strong breeze from the westward. 
Penny's vessels were also in the entrance of the strait, and two American* brigan
tines working over towards Cape Hotham. 

No. i. 
Proceedings of 
Commander C. C. 
Forsyth, R. N., 

of the " Prince 
Albert." As an otficer belonging to Her l\Iajesty's service, although not having been 

especially sent out by Her :\lajesty'sGovernment, I deem it incumbent on me to 
inform their Lordships of the part this vessel has taken in the search. " See £ 

The" Prince Albert," under my c.om~and, left A?erdeen on the 5th J une ~1~~ure I a 
last. On the 2d of July, after expenenclllg a succeSSIOn of westerly gales, we ~ 
arrived off Cape Farewell. On the 15th, met some whalers off the Black Hook 
returning to the southward, not having been able to accomplish the passage 
round Melville Bay. On the 19th entered the ice; and on t.he 21st came up 
with Sir John Ross in a labyrinth of beavy icebergs. On the 23d, met the 
remainder of the fleet of whalers coming to the southward. 

On the 26th, made out Captain Anstin's and MI'. Penny's vessels, beset in the 
ice, about L'i or 20 miles to the northward of us. From this time till the 9th of 
August we were generally beset, occasionally experiencing some very heavy 
shocks, when we succeeded ill getting into a lead, and passed Captain Austin 
within a few miles, still beset. Ou the 10th his ships, by the aid of the steamers, 
got into open water, and were towed past us in a calm. The same evening they 
were again beset. On the 12th, the steamers, assisted by blasting, forced a pas
sage through. It being calm, Captain Austin very kindly offered myself and 
Sir John Ross a tow clear of the ice, which we most thankfully and glarlly availed 
ourselves of. On the 14th we commullicated with the natives at Cape York, 
who gave us to understand that a ship answering the description of the ., North 
Star" had wintered somewhere about \Yolstenholme Sound; the same evening 
the" Assistance" was dispatched to ascertain the truth of this report. 

On the 17th I parted company with Her l\lajesty's ~!Jips "Resolute" and 
"Pioneer," having previously arranged with Captaill Austin to undertake the 
examination of the south side of Lancaster Sound and Barrow Strait from Cape 
Liverpool to Port Leopold, whilst he visited Possession and Pond'" Bays; on the 
18th we made the land five miles to the eastward of Cape Liverpool, closely 
inspecting the coast, keeping within a quarter of a mile of the shore as fal' as the 
Wollaston Islands. When off Cape Hay, it was blowing a gale from the east
ward; we therefore found it impossible to land to ascertain if the fuel or provi
sions had been touched sillce they were deposited there last year by Mr. Parker, 
of the" Truelove." From what we could see from our deck, they did not appear 
to have been molesterl; the flagstaff had been blown down, ,1IId was lying on 
the top of the coals. On the outer or western W 01laston Island, a notice was left 
recording our visit, and the dispositioll of Her MajPsty's ships, &c. 

TiJe gale having increased would not admit of our further examination of the 
coast at this time; we were obliged in consequence of its violence to stand out in 
the strait, and heave the vessel to in the midst of drift ice. On its moderating; 
the next day, we found ourselves oft'Cape York. As it was still blowing ;;:trong, I 
?ore up for Port Leopold. At 3 a. m. of the 21st, arrived oft'the ImrLour, Lut foulld 

,It closed with heavy ice; with much difficulty our boat succeeded in getting in, 
by being hauled some distance over the ice. It appeared by a document left at 
the flagstaff, that the" 1"orth Star" had called here on the 13th, but from the 
state of the ice was unable to land her proYisions, and had left this to attempt to 
land them at Ports Bowen or Neill; otherwise every tiling appeared to have been 
undisturbed since Her Majesty's ships" Enterprise" and" Investigator" left 
last year. As it was intended by tile parties who fitted this vessel out that slJe 
should proceed to Brentford Bay, and commence operations from that place, I 
made the best of my way up Prince Regent's Inlet in order to eti'ect that object. 
As we drew up towards Fury Beach tile land ice gradually extellded off the shore, 
co,mmencing a little to the southward of Port Leopuld up to within 10 or 15 
m,lies of Fury Point, when it stretched directly across the inlet, apparently in front 
o.f Port Bowen. Finding great quantities of drift ice setting up the inlet, and 
hkely to close me in, with no port to take refuge in, I stood out to the northward, 
with intention of proceedinO' down the western side of North Somerset; on 
reaching the north end of Leo!:lpold Island, I found the pack extending' from the~lce 
across Barrow Strait towards the entrance of Wellington Channel; after h~Vl.ng 
forced our way through great quantities of heavy drift ice, the vessel recelvmg' 
many severe concussions, we got in with the land uetween Capes Herschel and 

9;. K 2 Hurd, 
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Hurd and examined the coast as far as Point Innes in the ""Vellington Channel, 
witho~t finding any further traces of the missing parties, with the exception oC 
those already mentioned at Cape Riley. 

There being no possibility of my penetrating to the south-west, as I had 
intended, from the heavy ice in that direction, I ran back to Prince Regent Inlet; 
the appearance of the ice being much the same, with no port to enter in the vici
nity of my future operations, I was most reluctantly obliged to give up the idea 
of remaininO" in these re2'ions, more particularIv as the season was fast advancino-b ~ . J b 
when the ice hegins to form; and I knew from experience, if this vessel was once 
caught, there would be no chance of our getting out again, as she has no power t() 
bore through it. I therefore determined, after most mature consideration, to return 
to EnglanJ. On the 27th I ran into Eardley Bay, near Cape York, and landed 
a notice, with some pemican; before our boat could get on board, a gale com
menced, with a heavy sea, which nearly drove us on shore under the cape. On 
the 28th I examined the western side of the entrance to Admiralty Inlet, from 
thence across the Elwin Bay, keeping" close along shore to Possession Bay, off 
which place I fell in with the" Nurth Star," whu I found had met with the 
same impediments in Prince Regent Inld as ourselves, and had consequently not 
succeeded in entering either Ports Bowen or Neill, bllt had landed hel' provi
sions inside the Wollaston Islands. '" e found that the "Resolute" had visited 
Possession Bay on the 18th, Captpin Austin having left the night previous in the 
" Pioneer," to \'isit Ponds Bay. On the 2rl and 3d of September I examined the 
shores of Ponds Bay, but could di~co\"er no traces of Captain Austin's having been 
there; perhaps the" North Star" may have been more fortunate, as I saw Iler" 
standing in on the evening of my departure. On the 40th we lost sight of Cape 
Bowen lIear Ponds Bay, and 011 the 1st illstant arrived here, being the last and 
small!'st \"(',"sel that left England and the first that arrived in Barrow Strait. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Charles C. Forsyth, 

Commander, R. N. 

P. 8.-1 have forwarded a tnck chart to Rear-admiral Sir F. Beaufort, show
ing the traek of this vessel, and the position of Her Majesty's ships" Assistance" 
and" Intrepid," when last seen by me. 

(5igned) C.c. F. 

Enclosure 1 to No.7 (A.) 

TIlDE COp\" of PAPElt found at Cape Riley. 

(signed) C. C. Forsyth, 
Commander, R.N. 

Her Majesty's Arctic Searching Expedition. 

This is to certify that Captain Ommaney, with the officers of Her Majesty's 
;;;hips "Assistance" and" Intrepid;' landed at Cape Riley on the 23d of August 
1850, where he found traces of an encampment, and collected the remains of 
materials, which e\'i?entl y pr()~e that some party belonging to Her Majesty's 
ships have been detamed on tll1S spot; Beechey hland was also examined, whera 
traces were found of the same party. 

This is also to give notice that a i'lIpply of provisions and fuel is at Port 
Leopold. Her :VIajcsty's ships" Assistance" and "I ntrepid " were detaclJed 
from the squadron under Captain Au,-,tin, off Wolstenholme on the 15th instant, 
since when they have examined the north shores of Lancaster Sound and Barrow 
Straits without meeting with auy oth.ct· traces. Ca ptain Ommaney proceeds to 
Cape Hotham and Cape Walker III search for further traces of Sir John 
Franklin's expedition. 

Dated on board Hel' i\Iajesty's ship" Assistance" off Cape Riley, 23 August 
1850. 

(signed) Erasmus Ommaney. 
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A1RCTIC EXPEDITION UNDER SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 

Enclosure 1a to No 7 (A.) 

COpy of PAPER found at Ctlpe Riley, :15 August 1830. 

(signed) TV. P. Snow. 

United States Expedition in Search of Sir John Franklin. 

(signed) E . .l. De Haven, Commanding'. 

The brig "Advance ,. toucheu on the morning of the 2.-.th to examine cairn. 
She proceeds to Cape Hotham, where she hopes to meet her consort the 
" Rescue." 

All's \r ell ! 

Enelosure 2 to No. 'i (A.) 

CHART. 

No.7 (D.) 

EXTRACTOf a LETTER from Captain F. IF. Bc('cltey, It. N., to Captain Hamilton, 
R. N., Secretary of the Admiralty; dated 9th October 1850. 

As it is important to know whether the bones and rope found at Cape Riley 
could possibly have been left there by the crew of 111." boat when we landed 
there in 1819, I forward you an extract from my journal, by which you will 
perceive that we left after dinner, and were on shore only a very short time j it 
is not at all probable that the crew would have any salt provisions with them 
011 that occasion, and the bones, I may safely say, were not left there IJY us. 

The rope has evidently been manufactured since, by the yellow yarn which 
runs through it, as it was not used in the manufacture of our cordage until 
several years after the above date. 

As to the foundations for the tents, I think they could not have been there 
when I landed, or they must have been seen, for we ascended the hills awl 
looked abont in every direction, so that all thc traces are decidedly since the time 
of our landing. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) F. TV. Beecncy. 

Enclosure to No.7 CD.) 

EXTRACT from the Private Journal of Captain BeccllCY. 

August 22d, 1819.-At 3 p.m. we hove to, and sent two boats on shore to 
make observations and examine the coast. Rowing on shore the stream was 
found setting fast to the eastward, which on landing proved to be the ebb tide, 
as the water had fallen nearly four feet by the shore, and continued to fall while 
the boat remained on shore. 

The flood tide therefore here comes from the eastward. 
The rocks were undermined in places, and in others rendered quite smooth 

fO[·.13 feet above the high-water mark by the continued dashing of the sea, 
wInch seemed to indicate an occasional olJen space of water of large extent. 

A fair wind sprang up just as the boats landed, so that we haJ only time to 
ascend a hill for the purpose of taking a view of the coast and land to the west
ward. 

Its ~outhern extreme bore W. b S., and terminated in a bold cliff, which is 
Hry remarkable, and resembles two whale boats reversed. 

A few miles to the westward of our station there was a small island, about six 
97. K 3 or 
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or eight miles in circumference, and very high (Beechey Island): the eastern 
side was quite perpendicular, and the earth ?ad so fallen away towards the other 
extrcmity, as to give it the appea.rance of ?emg columnar. As we asce~ded the 
height by meallS of the earth whICh had fallen down, a great many f03sl1 shells 
and an abundance of coral and madrepore \\as found. It was so abundant that 
it was difficult to find a part entirely free from it. One large block was brought 
on board for examination. 

The other boat which landed with Captain Sabine, brought on board some 
plants and a glacerous gull. The variation was found to be 128 deg. W.; 
unfortunately our stay was too sh.ort for any ob~ervations on the dip of the 
needle. 

At a quarter before seven, the ship was off the western end of Beechey 
lslaud. 

Two channels now opened out, one leading to the north (Wellington Chan
nel), and the other due west; not a particle of'ice was to be seen,' although the 
weather was so clear that we could have seen land at a very great distance, and it 
seemed as if a breeze alone was required to ensure us a good run for the night 
at least. 

No.7 (C.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Sir Edward Parry, R. N., to the Secretary 
of the Admiralty. 

Sir, Haslar Hospital, 11 October 1850. 
ON rcceiying your letter of the 7th instant, and the box containing bones. 

camas, rope, and wood recently found at Cape Riley, upon which their Lord
ships desire a report from Sir John Richardson and myself, I considered the 
best way of complying with their Lordships' wishes, would be, to refer the bones 
and wood for examination to Sir John Richardson, whose skill and experience 
in such matters are greatly superior to mine, and to give my own attention more 
particularly to the pieces of rope and canvas. 

I haye now the honour to enclose Sir John Richardson's Report, and to offer 
the following suggestions of my own. 

The only questions of any material interest, are two :-
lst. Were the articles left at Cape. Riley by any of Sir John Franklin's 

people? 
2d. If so, about what period? 

Independently of Sir John Franklin's expedition, there are. prima facie, only 
three possible ways of accounting for the rope and canvas being found at Cape 
Riley. 

1 st. They might have been left by the parties under the command of Lieu
tenants Beechey and Hoppner, whom I sent to examine the coast on our first 
discoycl'Y of it on the 22d of August 1819. 

~d. If the rope and canvas belonged to the" Fury," when we lost her in Prince 
Regent Inlet in 1825 (having landed all her stores on the beach for heaving 
the ship down), it is possible that these articles may have been discovered by 
the Esquimaux, appropriated to their own use, and carried to Cape Riley in the 
course of their perigrinations. 

3d. The articles might have been conveyed by one of Sir James Ross's travel
ling parties, detached from his ships in Port Leopold in the spring of the year 
1849. 

In dealing with these possibilities we may, I think, arrive at the following 
conclusions: 

1st. It is quite certain that no encampment was formed at Cape Riley by 
Liel!tenants Beechey ~nd Hoppner; the parties were on shore only a few minutes, 
havmg been recall~d III consequenc~ of a fail' wind springing up. 

Nor could the pIece of rope have been left by them, since the yellow worsted 
thread is pronounced by the officers of Chatham yard to fix, heyond all doubt, 
the date of its manufacture "subsequent to the year 1824, as the order 

assigning' 
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-assigning different coloured worsteds to each yard bears date 28th April of that NO.7. 
year." Proceedings of 

. ~mm~_~~ 
2nd. The order Just referred to was issued exactly three weeks before I left Forsyth, R. N., 

England with the" Hecla" and" Fury," on that voyage in which the latter of the" Prince 
vessel was lost in Prince Regent Inlet; that is, I left tlie N ore on the 19th of Albert." 
May of the same year (1824), having quitted Deptford on the 8th. ----

.These dates coincide so nearly with that of the order above quoted, that I 
deemed it advisable to write t.o Captain Richards, superintendent of Chatham 
Dockyard, to inquire whethe~ he thought it pos"ible that the new regulation of 
inserting the yellow worsted may, as a special case, have been anticipated, in 
furnishing rope to the" Hecla " and" Fury." Captain Richards' very clear and 
satisfactory reply (of which I enclose a copy) proves, beyond all doubt, that the 
rope was not supplied to the" Fury;" whilst the circumstance of its having been 
made of Hungarian hemp, shows that it was not manufactured prior to 
1841. 

3rd. The third and last question is merely one of fact; and it has, I under
stand, been ascertained from Sir J ames Ross, that the party he sent out to the 
northward from Port Leopold did not land quite so far westward as Cape Hurd, 
so that they never approached Cape Riley within 30 miles. 

The above facts appear to me to lead to the inevitable conclusion that the rope 
was left at Cape Riley by Sir John Franklin's expedition; and in all probability 
the canvas likewise, as that also bears the Queen's mark. 

With respect to the period at which this occurred, which can only be con-
jectured by the state and appearance of the several articles picked up, their 
Lordships will observe from Sir John Richardson's very int.eresting report, that, 
so far as the question admits of solution, there is at least a strong probability of 
their having been left at Cape Riley about the year 1845. 

I would therefore submit to their Lordships what appears to me the most 
probable conclusion; namely, that Sir John Franklin's ships having reached this 
neighbourhood on their way out in 1845, and being' stopped there for a time by 
the state of the ice (as I was, and as we know the present searching expeditions 
have been), a couple of boats may have been detached from each ship to land at 
Cape Riley to make the usual observations, collect specimens, and examine the 
coast, a common occurrence in all such expeditions. If detained for a night, each 
boat's crew may have pitched its own tent, and one for the officers, making five in 
all. The only circumstance which I cannot explain (supposing the encampment 
to have been formed by Sir John Franklin's people) is, the large size of the 
tents, which Mr. Snow hasjust described to us as 12 feet in diameter and upwards, 
-and which is certainly very large for tents generally used on such occasions. 
This may in part perhaps be explained by the stones being thrown from the 
,centre, and the circle thus considerably enlarged when striking the tents. 

At the commencement of their enterprise (which, looking to former discoveries, 
the entrance to Wellington Inlet may fairly be considered), a party from the 
" Erebus" and" Terror" might not think it of any importance to leave a notice 
of their visit, though it is much to be wished that they had; and I should hope, 
that at some more advanced position, Captain Ommaney and the other officers 
will have succeeded in discovering some snch notice, affording positive informa

:tion of the missing ships, and of the route they are likely to have pursued. 

On the other hand, I feel confident that, if the expedition or any portion of the 
people had landed at Cape Riley at a more advanced period, when success began 
to be doubtful, and especially if in distress, or with a view to effect their escape 
from the ice, some distinct notice of the facts would have been left at a point so 
,prominent and so likely to be visited as Cape Riley. 

. J may add, that under such circumstances, it is very highly improbable that 
)rovisions so heavy and bulky as salt beef and pork would have formed a part of 

'of their supply, and mutton would, of course, have been wholly out of the 
-question. . 

We have received from Commander Forsyth and Mr. Snow (who. according to 
97. K 4 their 
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their Lordshi ps' directions, arr,ived. here this morning) all the information they
possess relating to our present lllq Ulry. 

The box containing the se\'eral nrticles found at Cape Riley will be returned 
to your address by railway this evening. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) William Edward Parry" 

Captam, R. N. 

Enclosure 1 to No.7 (C.) 

REPORT on certain Substances found on Cape Rile,1J in August last, and brought 
to England by Captain Forsyth, o~ the" Prince Albert," by John Richardson, 
Medical Inspector of Haslar Hospital. 

Royal Hospital at Haslar, 
Sir, 10 October 1850. 

b compliance with the instructions conveyed by the memorandum of the 
Secretary of the Admiralty of the 7th instant, addre~sed to you, I proceed to· 
report on the following articles, stated to have been picked up on Cape Hiley by 
1\lr. Snow, of the" Prince Albert:' 

No. 1. A piece of bone 4 k inches long, being the head and part of the shaft of 
the fourth rib of the left side of an ox. This has been choppedlrom the other 
end by the blow of an axe. 

No.:!. Six inches and a half of the upper end of the seventh rib of the right 
side of an ox; the lower end of the rib has been sawed off, and the head broken ofl: 
A large part of the surface of this bone is corroded as if from the action of salt. 
This is the rib of a larger animal than that to which No.1 belonged, and the 
head has been broken otf recently, that is, subsequently to the alterations of the 
Test of the surface by exposure, &c. 

No.3. Part of t.he seventh dorsal vertebra of an ox, being the piece ta t articu
lates with the head of the rib. 

No.4. Is the lower articular process of the left shoulder bone of a small hog'. 
No .. ). Is the upper end of the right thigh bone of a sheep, probably of the 

Orkney or Highland breed, and rather old. The bone is of a hard compact 
texture, which excited a suspicic,n in my mind of its being part of the thigh bone 
of a small northern reindcer, but having no corresponding bone of that animal 
for eomparisun, this is a mere sllspicion, andit cOlTesponds closely with the bone 
Qf a small sheep, to which therefore I am inclined to refer it. It has been notched 
by the corner of a hatchet or other sharp cutting instrument. 

These five pieces of bone are all that bear on the present inquiry; they have 
lost little of their original weight, and indurated animal matter, showing large 
nucleated and common fat globules, under the microscope, is contained ill the 
cancellated strllcture of numbers 1 and 2. There is a quantity of animal fat 
in the bottom of the shaft of No.5. 

A few granular and simple fat cells, analogous to those existing in marrow, can 
still be perceived in this fat when examined with the microscope, but probably 
from exposure to cold, this marrow, which I conclude it to be, has undergone 
considerable deterioration. 

All t!lC five bones have been much worn or rounded by attrition, most probably 
by rolling' among gravel in a watercourse or on the beach, within the wash of 
the sea. 

The sharp edges of the sawn and notched pieces are smoothed off, and the 
softer ends of the bones mbbed down. The head of rib No. 2, alol1f~, has been 
broke~ since the. rest o~ the bone was exposed to friction. 

Takmg the. chmate mto consideration, and particularly the shortness of each 
season, to wl~lch the bones can h:n-e been exposed to atmospherical influences, 
Qr to the actIOn of water, they bemo' of course covered with snow for 10 months 
in ea~h year, I should say that th~y cannot have been reduced to their present 
:state IU less than four or nve years, since the flesh was removed from them; 
and that they.are not much older than that time. A small dipterous insect had 
taken shelter 111 one of the cells of X o. 2, and died there. 

The other bones, "iz., NO.6, a portion of the right shin bone of a young 
walrus; 
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walrus; No.7, the lumbar vertebra ofa reindeer; No.8, the left shoulder bone NO.7. 
of a young seal; No.9, a portion of the rib of a walrus, are of very old date, Proceedings of 

I I h fl' . I I l' . d Commander C C. 1aV~ Ilost Imuhcd o. It leu' . amm
l
. a

l 
matter, are more or ess (Ismtcgrate , are Forsyth, R. N.: 

parha y c at e WIt 1 ancIent IC lens, and have been most probably exposed to of the "Prince 
the weather for a half or a whole century, or even longer. They appear to have Albert," 
been imbedded in soil partially or wholly, or lying amongst moist grass, anrinot ----
on clean gravel, where I conclude, from their condition, the others were 
found. 

None of the bones bear the mark of a tooth, as they would unque~tionably 
have done had the place been visited by Esquimaux with dogs since they were 
deposited there. 

The other articl€s picked up at the same place, and sent to be reported on, 
are, ~o. 10, a piece of 1 ~-inch rope, now measuring 44 inches in length, and 
having an eye spliced at one end, but which is said to have been when found 
a foot longer, with an eye at both cnds. It is bleached on the surface, but is 
fresh within, so that in some places therc remains enough of tar to soil the finger. 
This rope has been fully reported upon from Chatham, and the date of its ma
Dufacture fixed as subsequent to 1841. No. 11, a piece of old cam'as, with 
Queen's mark, seemingly a part of a boat's swab, the length corresponding. and 
the nail-hole to ,yhich it has been fastened to the handle remaining. No. 12, 
a chip of drift timber, the surface of a knot, which has been exposcd for very 
many years to the action of the atmosphere, so as to break down greatly the 
connexions of its woody fibres. Subsequent to this exposure, and recently, 
jt has been cut from the piece of' drift timber to which it belonged by an axe, or 
other sharp-cutting instrument, not a stone hatchet. It has all the external 
dlamcter of wood grown in an arctic climate. 

On being examined under the microscope its strncture was found to differ 
essentially from that of a coniferous tree, or of anv other tree that grows on the 
banks of the American rivers flowing into the Arctic Sea, from pines and firs in 
the absence of glandular discs, and from the others ill the size and form of' the 
ducts and their markings. It corresponds most closely with the wood of the ash, 
and from the amount of intracellular deposit in the specimen, it is inferred 
to have belonged to a tree of considerable age. It has most probably drifted 
from the Asiatic coast, and its being found at Cape Riley, bears on the currents 
.md passages of the Arctic Sea. 

The mark of the axe which it bears indicates the visit of Europeans to the 
spot where it was found, as it does not appear to IJave been long exposed since 
the cut was made; that is not Yery many years. 

As the recent bones have all been rolled and worn down, there is a possibility 
of their having been cast ashore by the ice; had they been left at the time of 
Captain Beechey's visit to the same place, on the 22d of August 1::;19, I do not 
think that the oily matter in their cavities would have been found so fresh; but 
we have no certain observations on the effects of so rigorous a climate in 
preserving animal matter; and it is to be observed, that while the interval 
between the thawing and freezing of the bones again does not exceed six weeks 
in each year, 31 years' exposure would be equivalent to only two or three years 
in the temperate climate of England. 

The beef bones, almost without douht, belong to the ordinary pieces of salt beef 
supplied to the navy, as their length, and the way in which they have been 
chopped and sawed correspond closely with bones from a beef cask which 
I examined at Clarence Yard. No.4, I am inclined with as little dOll bt to 
consider as the remains of a piece of' pork. No.;:; may be the relic of an 
officer's dinner on mutton. The whole evidence to be derived from their con
dition points to their deposit subsequent to Captain Beechey's visit, and prior 
to Sir James Ross wintering at Cape Leopold, and therefore indicates that they 
were left by parties from Sir John Franklin's ships in the firat year of his voyage. 
when the ships probably detained waiting for an opening in the ice, and officers 
}Iad landed from them to make observations. 

Since the above report was drawn up, I have had the advantage of an interview 
with Captain Forsyth and Mr. Snow, in the presence of Sir Edward Parry, and 
}Jave not found it necessary to modity the conclusions I had previously come to. 
From Mr. Snow I learned that the crescentic spit, or low point which runs out 
fro~ the bluff headland of Cape Riley, has a convex surface, rising in ~h.e I?iddle 
aQd towards the foot of the cliff 12 or 14 feet above the water. The cliff, formed 
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in that part of earth mixed wi~h fragments of the adjacent. and underlying 
limestone, is ascended by succeSSIve terraces, and on the first SIX feet above the 
spit, or 20 feet above the water, the piece of rope ~as found. It had escaped ~he 
notice of Captain Ommaney, who on the. I?recedl.ng day collec~e~ and carrIed 
away the evidences that he foun? of the VISit of SIr John Frankhn speople, for 
such is the tenor of the note wl1lch he left. 

The Lones were picked up by the seamen of Mr. Snow's boat, around certain 
rillO"s of stones on the spit, while that gentleman was busy transcribing Captain 
O;maney's note of the 24th with Lieutenant De Haven's of the 25th, and adding 
to the origin als a notice of his own visit. 

Captain Forsyth, on interrogating the seamen, learned that they left behind 
many birds' bones, and brought away only the beef bones, and such as looked 
most like the relics of ships' provisions. 

The tide rises there from three to four feet, and Captain Beechey found the 
rocks worn smooth and hollowed out by the action of the waves, and ice to the 
height of 13 feet. The influences of these agents, with the effects of the stony 
rills emanating from melting snow, and pouring down the sides of the cliff, will 
account fully for the bones having been so rolled since they were left. 

The rings of stones, five in number, vary, ~lr. Snow says, from 12 feet in 
diameter to twice as much. 

They did not strike his eye on landing, but his attention was called to them 
by the men, who also observed two or three stones placed so as to rest a kettle 
on. Captain Beechey says that had circular stones been on the spit when he 
landed, he would have noticed them; their subsequent formation points to the 
\'i~it of Sir John Franklin's party. On the other hand, if that party made fires 
either of coal or wood, the remains of the fires, if sought for, would certainly be 
found. 

The Esquimaux use oil-lamps, which produce much smoke, for cooking, and 
place stones for the support of their stone kettles; so that, unless the encamp
ments had been examined with reference to these points, and to the indica
tions gi,'en by the surfaces of the stones as to whether they had been turned 
within a few years, no very certain deductions can be made, especially as the 
rings w~re not so conspicuous as to strike the eye at once. But there is nothing 
to invalidate the opinion formed on other grounds of the spot affording traces of 
the discovery ships. 

\ ute In the examination of the wood and animal matters, I have availed myself of 
seeSub.£'nc~~. \. the experience of my assistant, Dr. Clark, in the use of the microscope, and beg 
~ to enclose a note of some of his observations. 

I have, &c. 
Captain Sir W. E. Parry, R.N. (signed) John Richardson. 

Sub-Enclosure to Enclosure 1 to No.7 (C.) 

:\[EMORANDUM of some of the Microscopic Observations made on the Wood and 
Animal Matter of the Bones brought by Captain Forsyth from Cape Riley, 
by Andrew Clarlc, M. D., Assistant Surgeon. 

EXAMINED with the naked eye the portion of wood submitted to me for exami
nation, appeared of a pale ashen grey colour, contorted, gnarled, and disposed 
in wavy fibrous fasciculi. It was much shrivelled also; the surface had a shining, 
~lm?st silvery appearance, and there were other indications of its prolonged sub
JectIOn to the influences of air and water; it resembled a piece of oak, in fact, 
after long exposure. At the suggestion of Sir John Richardson, I made it my 
first object to determine whether the wood beloncred to any indigenous tree. 

From the size of the woody fibres (pleurenchY;na), and the absence of the so
called" glandular discs," the wood evidently belonged to none of the coniferre. 

From the birch the specimen under examination differed in the size of the 
woody fibres and in the character of the porous vessels or ducts (bothrenchyma). 
In the birch the ~oody fibres are short and spindle-shaped; the porous vessel:> 
are larger; one Side of many of them is barred or scalariform, and the markings 
upon ~hem are larger and more regular than in the specimen examined. From 
the WIllow, also, the wood under examination is distinguished by the character 

, or 
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of its porous vessels. In the former the vessels are larger, the markings upon No. -;. 
them are pretty regularly hexagonal, each hexagonal spot being about 1200th Proceedings of 
of an inch in diameter, and having a central, sometimes double diffractive Comm~nder C. C. 

nuclear spot, which by transmitted light is of a bright yellowish brown colour. ~1~~~t . .' ;;i~~~ 
The structure of the wood of the poplar resembles that of the willow, except Aibert." 

that the markings on the ducts are larger, being about 900th of an inch in dia-
meter, and that there is but one central oblong nuclear spot. The willow also, 
therefore, differed essentially from the wood in question. 

From the oak, which it resembled externally, it was found to differ essentially 
in its minute structure. In the oak the porous tissue is more abundant, its 
transverse diameter is smaller, and the markings upon it not only larger and 
more irregular in shape and size than, but diflerent in character from, the speci
men sent for examination. 

The markings of the porous ducts in tIle oak consist of a central yellowish dif
fractive spot surrounded by a fi.ne black, circumferential line. 

The spot is oblong, and about one-fourth the size of the investing ring. In 
the size and character of its woody fibres and porous ducts the specimen under 
examination corresponds almost exactly with those of the ash; the only perceptible 
difference between them is in the amount of intracellular deposit, that being 
by far the greatest in the specimen under examination. • 

f'rom that circumstance I iufer that the wood has been removed from a tree 
of considerable age. 

I have compared sections of the wood sent with those of various other trees, 
but as the results are irrelevant to the object in view, I forbear giving them 
expression. 

From the examinations made, no doubt is left in my mind as to the character 
of the wood sent for inspection; it is a piece of old ash. 

From the disposition of the hestological elements of the wood, and from the 
presence of much refract.ive matter around' the woody fibres, I am disposed to 
believe that the specimen sent has been removed from the immediate neighbour
hood of a knotty excrescence at or near the root of the stem. 

The position of the knot I infer from the amount of porous tissue present in 
the specimen, and the disposition of it around the ligneous fibres. 

The matter removed from the bones was whitish, had a meliceritious appear
ance, and was readily melted by the heat of the hand; it contained, along with 
a very considerable quantity of org'anic debris, three different kinds of fat cells; 
two of them almost peculiar to the marrow of hones. Associated with these was 
much fatty granular matter and fatty crystals, the results, doubtless, of the dis
integration of the cells. From the presence of this matter in the cancelli of the 
bones, and from the character it exhibited under the microscope, I infer that it 
cannot have been many years since the flesh was removed from them. 

The matter removed from the bones I believe to be marrow, modified in struc
ture and appearance by the influence of the various physical agencies to which 
it must have been exposed. 

Museum, Haslar Hospital, (signed) Andrew Clark. 
11 October 1850. 

Enclosure 2 to No.7 (C.) 

Sir, Chatham Yard, 9 October 1850. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday'S 

date, and in reply thereto have to inform you that a close examination of the 
records of this yard shows, 

1st. That the first supply of yellow worsted for making rope was received at 
this yard from the contractor on the 11th of June 1824, and was issued to the 
ropery for use on the 14th of the same month. 

2d. That there is no reason whatever to suppose that yellow worsted cOllld 
have been uSf'd prior to the 14th of June, in anticipation of the order of the 
28th April 1824, as, up to the 19th of February in that year, white worste~ was 
supplied from the store to the ropery, and DO further supply occurred till the 
14th of June 1824, when the yellow came into use. 
9~ L2 ad. Not 
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3d. Not any cordage of from one to two-in~h was supplied from .t~le yard tl)' 
Deptford or Woolwich between the 1st Janmll'y 1824 and the .saIlmg ?f t~e 
expedition under your con;llnaad 011 tl!e 19th .of May. fo!lowmg, whIch I~ 
accounted for by the 'Vool wlCh ropery bemg then m operatIOn. 

4th. Any cordage supplied from Wool~"ich at that time must have borne. the 
mark of white worsted then used as a ul1lversal mark, and after the order of the 
28th of April 1824 it continued the distinguishing mar~ at that p}"d; ~he re
maining store of white worsted was transferred from tins yard to \\ oohnch, to 
be there consumed. The clearness and accuracy of the storekeeper's report to 
me, and the great care he has taken in searching the records of his office, esta
blish these facts as indisputable, and leave no room whatever for doubt as to the 
rope found at Cape Riley (a specimen of which was sent me for examination) 
having been manufactured in this yard after the 14th of J line 1824, and there
fore it could not possibly have been any part of the supply furnished to either of 
the ships composing the expedition to the Arctic Seas under your command, 
which sailed in May of that year. 

Indeed I may go further, and give it as my decided opinion that the rope found 
at Cape Riley by Commander Forsyth must have been made in this yard sub
sequently to 1841. 
• The hemp used in its manufacture is clearly recognized as Hungarian by the 
master-ropemaker, a man of much ability in his cailing, and who, after ample 
time for the fullest consideration, repeats his opinion as to its character most 
clearly and decidedly, and it stands proved that no hemp of that growth was 
received into this yard prior to 1841. 

I hope this statement will prove satisfactory to you; but if you wish to refer 
further to the records of this yard, I shall have great pleasure in attending to 
your communication. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Peter Richards, 

Capt. Superintendent Sir E. Parry, Captain Superintendent. 
Haslar Hospital. 

No.7 (D.) 

OBSERVATIONS by Colonel Sabine, R. A., on Articles found at Cape Rile!!. 

PERHAPS it may throw some light on the fact of there being five tents that the 
magnetical instruments s~pplied to Sir John Franklin's expedition would require 
more tents than any prevIOus or any subsequent expedition. 

There were three magnetical instruments, each of which would require a 
separate tent, and these three tents would only be entered at stated periods for 
observation. 

Besides these three, there would be required a fourth tent fur miscellaneous 
observations, and a fifth for the protection of the observers. 

I was therefore always prepared to expect that whenever the traces of a winter 
station of the " Erebus" and "Terror" should be found there would be some 
appearance discovered of five tents in the locality where tile instruments of the 
" Erebus " should be placed, and five for the ,. 1'error." 

I think it probable that the two ships would establish their observations at 
some litt.le dis~a!lce apart from each other, because it would contribute to convey 
a charact~r 01 llldepend~nce to each. I think it far more probable that the 
traces whICh have been dIscovered are those of a winter station than of a station 
occupied ,tor a few ~~ys duri.ng the season of navigation, from the qualitit~r ot' 
the rema1l1S of prOVIsIons which J understand to have been fuund and which are 
much more tlJa~ are likely t~ have been consumed by an obsel."Vi~g party during 
the ."ery short time that the Instruments would have been put up at a temporary 
statIOn. 

I~ is quite possible, ho~e\'~r, to suppose that the ships may have been stopped 
durmg the season of navigatIOn, and without any immediate prospect of getting 

00. 
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'On, about the time of the monthly term days*, and the tents may have been 
established, and the instruments landed for observation on the term day; that is 
10 say, they may have all been in order for commencing about 12 hours before, 
and the observations continueu for 24 hours; but at the close of the term day 
they would, without doubt, have been embarked with all convenient despatch. 

No.7 (E.) 

CoPY of a LETTER from Captain Sir 'Y. E. Parr!!, R.N., to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty. 

Sir, Haslar Hospital, 16 October 1850. 
WITH reference to the reports of Sir John Richardson and myself, of the lIth 

instant, relative to the several articles founu at Cape Riley, and brought home 
-by Commander Forsytb, in the" Prince Albert," I beg to state to you, for the 
:information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that we have since 
understood Colonel Sabine to have suggested that the encampment of five tents 
may have been made by the expedition of Sir John Franklin for the purpose of 
receiving the several instruments for magnetic observations. As this suggestion 
seems to me to account for the large size of the circles of stones, which we could 
not before satisfactorily explain, and also for certain erections of stones in the 
centre of each circle, which were described by Mr. Snow as looking like fire
places, but without any marks of smoke, and which were probably stands for the 
instruments, or used for steadying them, I beg leave to draw the attention of 
their Lordships to Colonel Sabine's suggestion, which appears to confirm our 
former conclusions, as to Sir John Franklin's people haying landed at Cape 
Riley. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) fl". E. Parry, Captain, R. N. 

No.7 (F.) 

'COPY of a LETTER from Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, R.N., Secretary of the 
Admiralty, to Commander Charles C. Forsyth, R. N. 

Sir, Admiralty, 14 October 1850. 
I HAVE received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 

your letter, dated" Prince Albert," Aberdeen, 1st of' October 1850, reporting 
the return of the expedition under your command from the arctic regions, and 
containing information of great interest. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) fV. A. B. Hamilton. 

P.S.-I am further commanded by their Lordships to acknowledge the receipt 
of the relics brought from Cape Riley, and which have proved of much value . 

.. A term day is one day in the month, on which it was pre-arranged that simultaneous magnetic 
'observations should be made in all parts of the world. These days were known to Sir John 
Franklin, and they were the only days on which, during the season of navigation, those magnetic 
instruments, requiring the tents above alluded to, would be employed. 

No. i. 
Proceedings "f 
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--Ko.8.-

PROCEEDINGS of the Expedition in charge of Mr. William Penny, 
Commanding Her Majesty's Ship" Lady Franklin," in 1850. 

(A. to F.) 

No.8 CA.) 

COPY of a LETTER from Mr. William Penny, Commanding Her Majesty's 
Ship" Lady Franklin," to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

S · Disco Island, 2 May 1850. Ir, 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Com

missioners of the Admiralty, that the expedition und~r my command arrived 
here 10 p. m.; the vessels in. good ?rder, and the crew~ III .the bes~ of health and 
spirits; and will proceed ImmedIately, afte: authonty IS obtamed from the 
Govemor, to take two Esquimaux and two Damsh volunteers from the settlement 
of Opernowick. 

It has been a very mild winter, and very much open water here, extending oft' 
70 miles. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Wm. Penny. 

No.8 (E.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Mr. William Penny, Commanding Her Majesty's 
Ship" Lady Franklin," to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Lady Franklin," off Opernowick, 
Sir, Tuesday, 4 June 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to request that you will inform my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty that the expedition under my command arrived off Opernowick 
yesterday, at 4 p. m., having been one month from Lievely, in consequence of 
the south-west winds. 

According to the arrangement before made, the services of the sub-governor, 
Herr J ohan Carl Christian Peterson, have been retained for int.erpreting, at the 
pay of 78 l. per annum, 1 I. 10 s. being paid monthly by the Governor to his 
wife out of this sum. 

The expedition will sail from this at 4 a.m. to-morrow, that time being allowed 
for the sub-governor getting his outfit in a state of readiness, and making the 
necessary arrangements with the Governor. He is a person whom I have long 
thought of, and I consider myself fortunate in obtaining his services, from his 
perfect familiarity with the English, Danish and Esquimaux languages. 

It w~s l1ecessa~y to .grant Her~ Fleucher, the Governor, a guarantee that he 
should mcur no rIsk. WIth the Dalllsh Government for permitting the departure 
of Mr. Peterson, theIr regulations being very strict on this point. 

I had communicati.on with Professor Rinck (now at Omenak), who would 
gladly have accompallled me, but I was unable, on account of the distance, to 
ha,:e a personal interview with him, which is the more to be regretted, as I 
~eheve. he .would h~ve been of great service, not only as an interpreter, but also 
III a SCientIfic capaCIty • 

. I am su.re their Lordships. wil! be pleased to hear that my little vessels sus
ta.med an .Immense pressure m North East Bay on the 18th ultimo, without the 
slIghtest aamage, and that they have otherwise shown themselves all that could 
be wished. 

I have 
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I have also the pleasure of informing their Lordships that the crew of both No.8. 
vessels are in good health, and that the prospect of an early north passage is still Proceedings of 
good, notwithstanding a month of prevailing S. W. winds. the Expedition in 

charge of Mr. w. 
No information can be gathered regarding Her Maje~ty's ship" North Star;" Penny. 

but it is to be hoped she has reached Lancaster Sound. ----

I have, &c. 
(signed) Wm. Penny. 

No.8 (C.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Mr. William Penny, Commanding Her Majesty's 
Ship" Lady Franklin," to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, North Opernowick, 30 June 1850. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis· 

sioners of the Admiralty, that the expedition under my command has been 
detained here by the prevailing S. W. winds, which have continued the greater 
part of the season; however, it has removed all the barriers of ice, and whenever 
the wind comes from the N. E. we will make rapid progress. 

Captain H. T. Austin, C.B., arrived off here 26th June, the expedition in the 
best of order, and all in high spirits. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) l¥m. Penny. 

No.8 (D.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Mr. William Penny, Commanding Her Majesty's 
Ship" Lady Franklin," to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's ~hip " Lady Franklin," Melville Bay, 
16 July 1850. 

Sir, (Lat. 75 deg. 11 min.; Long. 60 deg. 8 min. 30 sec.) 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Com

missioners of the Admiralty, that the expedition under my command reached 
this on the 12th July, and has since been detained by the S. W. winds, which 

,have prevailed the greater part of the season, so as to render this year backward 
in the extreme. 

The wind, however, is now from the N. E., and the ice is opening very fast; 
if it continue but for five days we shall be in the west water. 

Captain Austin's expedition is now about 10 miles to the northward of us, 
having joined us on the 2d July in latitude 73 deg. 25 min., and longitude 
56 deg. 20 min. W. 

We have been rendering mutual services, and otherwise doing all in our power 
to forward the object in view. 

As yet no trace of the" North Star" has been come upon, but it is to be hoped 
she has reached Lancaster Sound. 

The crews of the several expeditions are in the best of health and spirits, not 
one being on the sick list. 

I forward this by Captain Stewart, of the" Joseph Green," who has rendered 
.me many good services. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Wm. Penny_ 

,97· L4 'No.8 (E.: 
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No.8 (E.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Mr. W'illiam Penny, Commanding ~er Majesty's 
Ship" Lady Franklin," to the Secretary of the Adlmralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Lady Franklin," Lancaster Sound, 
Sir 21 Angust 1850. 

I BEG'to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that the vessels under my command got clear of Melville Bay on 
Sunday the 11th August. 

On the following day I landed at Cape York, and had communication with 
the Esquimaux. 

On the 18th Captain Austin's expedition came up, an? next morning I was 
informed of a repo~t, said to be got from the. same EsqUlm~l~x I l~ad on board 
for several hours; It was to the effect, that SIl' John FranklIn s sl1Ips had been 
lost, 40 miles to the northward, and the crews murdered. 

I immediately offered my services, together with those of my interpreter, and 
was happy to find that the sole foul1llation for the tidings was that the" North 
Star" had wintered in the situation referred to. 

Immediately on the report being cleared up, Captain Austin left with Sir Jolm 
Ross's and Captain Forsyth's schooners in tow, and wc were detained by calms 
and bay ice, so that we did not reach Jones' Sound till midnight on the 18th. 
1Ve were prevented from approaching within 25 miles of the Sound by a chain of 
immense fioes, and were obliged to haul out N.W. (per compass) to get clear of 
the ice. We entered Lancaster Sound the following night in company with the' 
American schooners, having strong winds from the S:W. (per compass). 

For the last 24 hours we have been dodging in the neighbourhood of Admi
ralty Inlet, a heavy sea running, and very thick weather, my wish being to get 
intelligence of places where provisions had been landed by the" North Star: " 
that \"('ssd is now in sight ahead. 

I have prepared this despatch for their Lordships, to forward by ?\Tr. Saunders, 
who will be able to inform yon satisfactorily of the state of Lancaster Sound. 

* * * * 
From the information I have received from Mr. Saunders, it is at present my 

intention to put my vessels into some bight on the north shore of the Sound, 
allowing the ice to drive past tllem, and 1 shall then use every endeavour to push 
to the westward, and follow out their Lordships' instructions in that quarter. 

Before concluding, I would beg to allude to the orders transmitted to Mr. 
Saunders, relative to depositing his provisions on the Island of Disco. 

By such a course being pursued. an otherwise invaluable supply is rendered 
Ferfectly useless to all the cxpeditions at present in this quarter, and we are 
deprived of what we had reckoned upon, viz. a deposit in the Sound to fall back 
lIpon, in case misfortune should compel us to abandon our vessels. 

The report received from the Esquimaux at Cape York has proved correct to 
the letter; and I cannot but refer to the service my interpreter, Mr. Peterson, 
has rendered on this occasion, in exposing a story of Sir John Ross's Esquimaux" 
calculated to do much mischief. 

J have, &c. 
(signed) Wm. Penny. 

No.8 (F.) 

EXTR~CT of a ~RIVATE LETTER from Mr. William Penny, Commanding Her 
MaJesty'~ Ship "Lady Frankiin," to Captain Hamilton, u. N., Ser.retary of 
the AdmIralty, dated 21 Augu!'t 1850. 

O~JR passage through .Melville Bay has been tedious in the extreme, and 
llothmg' but south-west wlllds; however, my little vessels answer my expectation, 
to the letter . 
. From the report of ~l'. Sau~ders of the state of Barrow Straits, it is my inten

tion to put my vessels mto a bight on the north shore and allow the ice to drive 
past ?s, or if by. any possibility warp along the shore 'until I get to the westward 
()f thiS body of Ice Into the water. I shall then endeavour to carry out my ideas 

by 
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by searching along the north shore of Barrow Strait unto Melville Island. 
Captain Austin has not made his appearance in the Sound, at least the" North 
Star" has not seen any of the Yessels. I spoke the American schooners, but 
we soon left them out of sight astern. On the 20th it blew a gale: run nine 
knots until we reached Admiralty Inlet, when we dodged until it should mode
rate, to take a look at Port Leopold, to see if there was any intelligence of Sir 
John Franklin or the "North Star." However, I got anxious to see what state 
Barrow Strait was in with ice; so after dodging for 24 hours, bore away for the 
north side of Barrow Strait. At noon of the 21st, the" North Star" was seen 
coming out of the fog; at 2 p. m. boarded her with their Lordships'despatches. 
You may judge my surprise to learn that he was to proceed to the Island of 
Disco to land his provisions. I stated that their Lordships had calculated on 
us finding them on the east side, and not in Lancaster Sound. I have endea
voured to prevail on him to land some at Navy Board Inlet; however, hc has 
not given me his final answer. 

If MI'. Saunders breaks through his instructions by my advice, I trust Captain 
Hamilton will do his best to see he does not suffer. 

I have great hope of being able to reach a high longitude, for we have a full 
month yet for operations. 

I am confident their Lordships never intended that those provisions should 
be hgain carried to the east side, and landed Oil the Island of Disco. I have 
stated this to 1\lr. Saunders, so I should be sorry if any blame should be attached 
to him. I must conclude by stating that while Captain Austin was in company, 
we rendered one another mutual services. 

-No.9.-

PROCEEDINGS of Captain Sir John Ross, c. fl., and the Expedition under 
his Orders, in 1850. 

(A. and B.) 

No.9 CA.) 

COpy of a LETTER from the Secretary to thc Hudson's Bay Company to 
John Parher, Esq. III. P., Secretary of the Admiraliy. 

Sir, Hudson's Bay House, 30 September 1850. 
I Alii directed to transmit to you herewith, for the information of the Lords 

Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a despatch from Captain Sir John 
Ross, dated the 22d of August, off Admiralty Inlet, with copies of its enclosures, 
and also an extract of a despatch, dated the 13th August, which have been 
received to-day at the Hudson's Bay House. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. Barclay, Secretary. 

Enclosure to No.9 (A.) 

EXTR.l.CT of a DESPATCH from Sir John Ross to the Governor and Committee 
of the Hudson's Bay Company, dated 13 August 1850. Baffin's Bay, 
Lat. 76, Long. 66. Off Cape York . 

• ·WITH respect to the" Felix," she is everything I could desire; she sails wel.l, 
1S an excellent sea boat, and is as !'trong as wood and iron can make her. "e 
received all the apparatus for balloons, and what I place I1IOl)t faith in, we have 
four well-trained carrier pigeons, which were presented to me by Miss Dunlope, 
a young lady at Ayr, who had trained them to keep up a correspondence !() 
two friends at a distance; I hope they will be the bearer!' of good news: \~: c 
llave seen no "essel on our passage but a Danish government vessel (the" Titus .. ), 

97. M \dllch 
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which we overtook on the 15th of June, out 31 days from Copenhagen. She 
was in company two days, but parted in a fog. We have had, a.s usual, a foul 
wind in Davis Strait, but beat to windward half a degree of latItude per day, 
which considerinG" we have the" Mary" in tow, was as much as we could 
expec;. ,re have

o 
seen a good deal of ice near Cape Farewell, but very little 

since. I am in hopes we shall have a very favourable season. . 
We arrived at Holsteinberg on the 23d June (lat. 67°, long. ;j4°), m)' object 

being to obtain an interpreter, in wllich I am happy ~o say we succeeded in the 
person of a nati\'e (Adam B~ck), who speaks the DallIsh language, and o~ cou~se 
is understood by me. He I~ also a good fiddler, and already a ~avouflte WIth 
the men. "'e were detained here by both calms and storms, wI1lch succeeded 
each other for six days, which has no doubt kept us behind the others; so that 
I cannot expect to 'fall in with them till we get to Opernowick, as they will 
of course have left the Whale Fish Islands before we can possibly get there. 

I ,cut a duplicate of the first sheet, with some addition.s, by the I?anish pa(;ket, 
which I am now glad I did, as a heavy gale, after leavmg Holstemberg Oil the 
30th, pre\"ented her reaching the cod fishermen, and \\"c were so unfurtunate as 
to arrive at Whale Fish Islallds two days after the transport had left, when my 
hope of being able to send this and all other letters by her were at an end; but 
I still expect to fall in with the" North Star." The squadron under Captain 
Austin are only 14 days, and the two American schooners only four days before 
us, and we have no doubt of getting up with them at Opernowick. We got the 
coals that had been left for us by the whaler, completed our \yater, and sailed in 
211 hour~. From the appearance of wind and weather, I wa<; tempted to risk the 
\r aigat Straits, by which I could gain some leagues on the other Yessels, and I 
happily succeeded; but I would not on any account run such a risk again, the 
navigation being both dangerous and intricate, and I am sure Austin's vessels 
could not haye accomplished it. We have since had ligllt winds, and are (8th 
July) within 400 miles of Lancaster Sound, where I shall lay down my pen till 
an o]Jportunity offers. All well. 

23d July. I forgot to mention that neither Captain Austin nor the Americans 
ha\'e obtained an interpreter, and I am therefore the less sorry that I took so 
[)Juch time at Holsteinberg; but I believe that Captain Penny got Olle at Oper
nowiek. ,re have now fallen in with the remaining whalers, which I knew from 
the .heavy state of the ice would fail in gettiug round to the west land till the 
fishmg season was over. (17 July, lat. 74 deg. 36 min. north, off Cape Shakleton). 
In the morning we suddenly fell in with five of the whalers, whu, seeing it im
probable that they could get round the north end of the ice, were running to the 
south, to try the passage to the west land, in lat. 71. They reported that in a 
gale of the 12th the American vessel was beset off the Devil's Thumb, where 
they still remained, about 30 miles north of us, where we could see them; liut 
tllU~ Captain Penny and Austin's squadron were in lat. 74 deg. 40 min., and bore 
up III the storm, and would probably reach Melville Bay where we would find 
them: that all of us would no doubt yet run the middle l~e, but would probably 
be late. 

We found. little field ice, which was very favourable for the steamers, but a 
grea~, many Icebergs. I g~ve a s!lOrt ~ote to Captain Leuchar, of tile" True
lOve, but r suppose you WIll receIve thIS first. The storm of the 12th was very 
severe, and damaged the bulwarks of the" Mary;" but that was of no conse
quence, as we had to. t~ke them away; and have now constructed her into a roW 
galley as well as a saIllllg vessel. She will row 10 oars and I think will do the 
work better than any that has navigated the arctic seas: On the 19th July we 
:;-.puk: he mO.re whaler.s, all standing to the southward, and in the evening com
ll1ulllcated w~th CaptaI~ Forsyth in the " Prince Albert," which followed us 
rlos~ly, oc.caslOn~lly aSSIsting each other through the intricate passages among 
tile Ice, WIth wInch we were now constantly surrounded. 

On the .23d July we communicated with seven more of the whalers which 
were ru~nlI~g south, having giv~n up as hopeless the idea of making the north 
passage m tIme ~o reach the fishmg ground on the west land this season. On the 
25th July we dIscovered Her Majesty's ships commanded by Captain Austin, 
~~d also the .two vessels commanded by Captain Penny, and were now in lat. 
I,J deg .. 11 mn~. 10 sec. north, long. 59 deg. 38 min. west, off Browne's Islands; 
a~~ haVIng gamed the land, we wer: in h~pes of overtaking Her Majesty's ships, 
"Inch were then beset. To accomphsh thIS, we continued our labours in cutting. 

forcing. 
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forcing, and breaking, and daily gaining on them; hut Captain Penny gained 
also, and at last got out of sight. It was not until Saturday evening the lIth 
of August that we overtook them, and on Sunday Captain Austin came on board 
the" Felix," as also Captain Ommaney and Lieutenant Cator. Our communi
catiam. (as became officers of the Royal Navy) was unreserved. I gave Captain 
Austin a written statement of my intentions and views consequent on the late 
and unfavourable season; our co-operation was determined on, and I was in 
return furnished with an official copy of his orders to those under his command; 
and after discussion, in order that the whole field should be simultaneously ex
plored, as the best mode of discovering the position of the missing ships, it was 
agreed that the" Resolute" and "Pioneer," beginning at Pond's Bay, should 
examine the whole south coast of Lancaster Sound, Barrow Straits, and, if pos
sible, Cape Walker; that the" Assistance" and" Intrepid," beginning at Cape 
Warrender, should examine the north coast of Lancaster Sound and Barrow 
Strait as far as Wellington Channel, which they were directed to enter, and if 
possible communicate with Captain Penny, whose orders directed his attention 
to Jones Sound; that the" Felix" and" Mary," beginning at Cape Hotham, 
were to examine that and the different headlands to Melville Islands, and, if 
possible, to Banks Land. My plans of communicating with each other were 
approved of, and Captain Forsyth, in the" Prince Albert," was to proceed to 
Brentford Bay, and endeavour to cross the isthmus and survey the west side of 
Boothia Felix. 

We now proceeded in company; and the weather being calm, and peculiarly 
favourable for the steamers, the" Felix" was occasional! y towed by the" Pioneer" 
and" Resolute," while the" Prince Albert" was also towed by the" Intrepid" 
and" Assistance." In the meantime Captain Penny, who had in vain attempted 
to cross the middle ice, was overtaken; and on the 13th of August the whole 
nine vessels were congregated at Melville Bay, off Cape York, where I shall 
conclude this despatch. 

No.9 (B.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Captain Sir John Ross, c. B., to Captain W. A. B 
Hamilton, R. N., Secretary of the Admiralty. 

" Felix" Discovery Yacht, off Admiralty Inlet, 
Sir" Lancaster Sound, 22 August 1850. 

I HAVE to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that the" Felix" discovery yacht, with her tender the" Mary," 
after obtaining an Esquimaux interpreter at Holsteinberg, and calling at Whale 
Fish Islands, proceeded northward, through the Waigat Strait, and overtook Her 
Majesty's discovery ships under the command of Captain Austin on the 11 th of 
August; and on the 12th, the senior officer and the ~econd in command having 
cordially communicated with me on the best mode of performing the service on 
which we are mutually embarked, that arrangements were made and concluded 
f?r a simultaneous examination of every part of the eastern side of a north-west 
passage in which it was probable the missing ships could be found; documents to 
that effect were exchanged, and subsequently assented to by Captains Forsyth and 
Penny. On the 13th of August natives were discovered on the ice near to Cape 
York, with whom it was deemed advisable to communic-ate. On this service Lieu
tenant Cator, in the" Intrepid,'; was detached on the part of Captain Austin, and 
my part Commander Phillips, with our Esquimaux interpreter, in the whale 
boat of the" Felix." It was found by Lieutenant Cator that Captain Penny had 
left with the natives a note for Captain Austin, but only relative to the state of 
the navigation; however, when Commander Phillips arrived, the Esquimaux 
s~eing one apparently of their own nation in the whale boat ca~e immediately to 
hIm, when a long conversation took place, the purport of wInch could not be 
made know~, as the interpreter could not explain himself to anyone either in 
the "Intrepid" or the whale boat, as he understands only the Danish besides 
his Own language, until he was brought on board the " Prince Albert," where 
John Smith, the captain's steward 'of that vessel, who had been some years at the 

: Hudson's Bay settlement of Churchill, and understood a little of the language, 
97. 111 ~ ,.,'as 

NO·9; 
Proceedings of 
Captain Sir John 
Ross, C.B. 



No. g. 
Proceedings of 
Captain Sir John 
ROG~, C.ll. 

86 PAPERS AND CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE 

was able to give some explanatJon of Adam Beek:s Jnformation; which I deem~d 
of such importance that Captams Ommaney: PhIllips,. and Forsyth J:>roceed~d In 

the" Intrepid" to the" Resolute," when It was decI~ed"by ~aptam ~ustm to 
send for the Danish interpreter of the ,. Lady Franklm, wInch, havlllg been 
unsuccessful in an attempt of getting th.rough the ice to tl;e wes~~ard, was o?ly 
a few miles distant. In the meantime It was known that III addition to the first 
information a ship (which could only be the" North Star") had wintered in 
Wolstenhol~e Sound, called by the n-;'ti,'es " Ourinak," and had only left it a 
month ag(l. This proved to be true; but the interpretation of the Dane was tot~lly 
variance with the information given by the other, who, although for obvIOUS 
reasons he did not dare to contradict the Dane, subsequently maintained the 
truth of his statement, which induced Captain Austin to detach the " Intrepid," 
with Captains Ommaney and Phillips, taking with them both our interpreter 
(Adam Beek) and a young native, who had been persuaded to come as one of the 
crew of the "Assistallce," and examine Wolstenholme Sound. In the mean
time it had been unanimously decided that no alteration should be made in our 
previolls arrangcment; it being obvious that while there remained a chance of 
saving the lives of those of the missing ships who may be yet alive, a further 
search for those who had perished should be postponed, and accordingly the 
" Resolute," " Pioncer," and " Prince Albert," parted company on the 15th. 
It is here llllneCessary to give the official reports made to me by Commander 
Phillips, which are of course transmitted by me to the secretary of the Hudson's 
Uay Company, who, with the information written in the Esquimaux language 
by Adam Beek, will no doubt be sent to you for their Lordships' information; 
and it will Le manifest by these reports that Commander Phillips had performed 
his duty with sagacity, circlllUspection, and address which does him infinite 
credit, although it is only such as I must haye expected from so intelligent an 
officer. And I have much satisfaction in adding, that it has been mainly owing 
to his zeal and activity that I was able, under disadvantageous circumstances, to 
overtake Her Majesty's ships; while, by his scientific acquirements and accu
racy in surreying, he has been able to make many important corrections in, and 
valuable additions to, the charts of the much frequented eastern course of Baffin's 
Bay, which has been more closely observed and navigated by us than by any 
former expedition, and much to my satisfaction; confirming, in latitude and lon
gitude, every headland I had an opportunity of laying down in the year 1818. 
And under these circumstances I trust that I uo not trespass too far on your 
condescension, in earnestly requesting that you will be pleased to move their 
I~ordships that (as in the instance of my nephew, now Captain Sir James Ross) 
the Jlame of Commander Charles Gerrans Phillips may be placed on the books 
of one of Her Majesty's ships, in o!'der that the well-deserved promotion of this 
excellent officer, who, besides many other claims, is now serving on half pay, 
may not be retarded: especially, that if the information I receive at or before 
I reach Winter Harbour is such as I have reason to expect, it may be my duty 
!o proceed to Banks Land; and if no tiding's of the missing ships are obtained, 
~t will und?ubtedly be my dl~ty ~o make further inquiry into the truth of my 
lllt.el'}~reter s statement, and III either case to prolong my absence from Great 
Bfltam. 

I. hav~ only t~ ~dd, tha~ I have much satisfaction in co-operating with Her 
~aJesty s e~pedltIon. ~Ith such suppor.t, and with vessels so peculiarly adapted 
fo~ the servlc~, no exertIOn shall. be wantIng on my part; but I cannot conclude 
thiS l~tter Without acknowledgmg my obligations to Commodore Austin and 
Captam Omma!1l'y fo~ the assistance they have afforded me, and for the cordiality 
and courtesy wl~h wInch I ha,,'e been treated by those distinguished officers, and 
others of the shIps under theIr orders. Animated as we all are with an ardent 
and sin?ere desir.e to rescue our imperilled countrymEn, I confidently trust that 
our Uluted exertIOns and humble endeavours may, under a merciful Providence, 
be completely successful. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John Ross, Captain R. N. 
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Enclosure No.1 to NO.9 (B). 

" Felix" Discovery Vessel, off Cape Dudley Diggs, 
Sir, 14 August 1850. 

IN obedience to your directions to communicate with the natives seen on the 
ice close to Cape York yesterday forenoon, I proceeded in the whale boat, 
accompanied by the Esquimaux "Adam," yoUI' interpreter; and on nearing' the 
ice observed three natives (males) in communication with the people of Her 
Majesty's ship " Intrepid" and boat's crew of the " Prince Albert," both fast 
to the ice. 

As soon as the Esquimaux observed one of their own race in our boat they ran 
to meet U~, throwing up their hands and expressing signs of satisfitction. rrhey 
also got into our boat without hesitation. 

Our interpreter appeared to understand and be understood by them, and a 
long and earnest conversation took place, in which the gold-laced caps of some 
of the officers were alluded to. 

Eut no European present being; able to understand our interpreter, we quitted 
the ice after about half an hour's stay; Captain Om maney, who was on uoard 
the " Intrepid," having seen a memorandum left by:Mr. Penny a day previously 
with the persons ,ye had communicated with, alld ,dllch was merely a memorial 
of his visit. I was now anxious to rejoin you as the only persoll in the" Felix" 
who could understand whate\-er intelligence the interpreter had picked up, and 
we accordingly proceeded in tow of the " Intrepid" to rejoin the " Resolute" 
and " Felix," now far ahead and pushing on for Cape Dudley Diggs. 

During the afternoon "Adam" showed to our boat's crew somp. signs of a wish 
to impart something, and about 8 p. 111. I dropped on board the" Prince Albert," 
:llso in tow of the " Intrepid," and he immediately sought out the steward of 
Captain Forsyth, who seems to possess a g'ood knowledge of the language of 
these regions, and through him we received the following communicatiOll : 

That in the winter of 1846, ,,,hen snow was fulling, two ships wcre hroken lip 
by the ice a good way oft; in the direction of Cape Dudley Diggs, and afterwards 
burnt by a fierce and JlUmerous tribe of natives. He asserted that the ships W\~re 
not whalers, and t.hat epaulettes were worn by some of the white Tllen; that a 
.part of the crews were drowned; that the remainder were some time in Iwts or 
tents apart from the natives; that they had guns but no balls, were in a wcak 
and exhausted condition, and were subsequently killed by the natives with darts 

-or arrows. 
No time was lost in imparting this intelligence to the " Assistance," and Cap

tain Ommaney and myself, "ith Commander F'orsyth, instantly proceeded in 
the " Intrepid" to communicate these particulars to yourself and to Captain 
Austin. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) C. Gerrans Phillips, 

To Captain Sir John Ross, c. n. Commander R. N. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Enclosure No.2 to No.9 (B). 

" Felix" Di5coverv Vessel, off Wolstenholme Island, 
Sir, i6 August 1850. 

IN compliance with your directions that I should accompany Captain Omllla
ney, of Her Majesty's ship "Assistance," and make further inquiry into the 
truth of the reports referred to in my letter of the 14th inst.ant., as well as to 
those about a ship having passed tile last winter in 'Volstenholme Sound; I 
have to state that about 9 a. m. yesterday I accompanied Captain Ommaney and 

-some of his officers on board Her Majesty's ship "Intrepid," having with us the 
"Esquimaux interpreter of this vessel, and one belonging to the "Assistance," 
who had given the original information to ours. 

We proceeded in the steamer 16 miles up Wolstenholme Sound ill a N. E. 
"direction, until we had shoaled the water to two fathoms 1. W. Here three 
-cairns were discovered and examined; within each of them we found a paper 
. signed by Mr. Saunders, the commander of Her Majesty's ship" North Sm;:" 

-97. M 3 1 he 
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The latest in date (3d July 1850) was close to the graves of four seamen, and 
its contents were to the following effect: .,. 

Tbat the cairn was erected by the crew of Her Majesty s ShIp " North Star" 
to mark the burial places of William Sharp, A. B., of Her Majesty's ship 
,. North Star," deceased 1st November 1849; William Brisley, boat':J mate, 
deceased 30th January 1:'\50; Richard Baker, A. B., deceased 2d April 1850 ; 
John Deverill, A. B., deceased 17th May 1850. _ 

It further stated that the " North Star" was beset on the east side of Mel
ville Bay, :29th July 1849, and gradually drifted day by day until 26th Sep
tember,' "hen they· found themselves ~bJ'east of \Volstenholme. Sou~d; and the 
ice becomin o- slack, and the sound bemg perfectly clear, all plam sail was made, 
and the shipt>pressed through, anchoring in the lower part of the sound the same 
eveninIT, and secured for the ,,-inter on the 1st October. 

It fu~ther stated that she had remained there all the winter, and was to pro
ceed in search of the Arctic ships as soon as the ice broke up. 

This document was dated in North Star Bay, lat. 76 deg. 34 min. N.; long. 
69 <leo-. 30 min. \Y., 3d July 1850, and signed J. Saunders. 
Th~ papers fimnd in the other two cairns were dated 3d April 1850, and to 

the same effect, except that they did not contain the names of the deceased 
seamen. 

A considerable space of the adjoining country was traversed in extended order, 
and carefully examined by Captain Ommaney and myself, and a party of the 
officers and men of Her Majesty's ships " Assistance" and " Intrepid." 

Several Esquimaux huts were searched, but no living natives seen; two of 
the lJUts covered the unburied remains of three or four natives. 

A couple of shirts (one marked Corporal J. Cullamore), other fragments of 
slop clothing, of broken bottles and crockery, iron hoops and nails, painted 
wood, a washing tub, and the footsteps of Europeans, as well as several pre
served-meat tins, amply denoted the recent presence of a Queen's sLip in the 
neighbourhood. 

Although your Esquimaux interpreter still adheres to the statement he re
ceived at Cape York relative to the loss of tll'O ships in 1846, and the murder of 
their crews, we were unable to discover any circumstance in corroboration; and 
from the silence of Mr. Saunders on the subject, and his expressed deter
mination to prosecute his voyage in quest of the Arctic ships, I am induced to 
hope such a lamentable occurrence has not taken place. 

I should, however, recommend that the st.atement of the Esquimaux received 
on board the " Assistance" at Cape York, should be taken down in writing by 
our interpreter, who is, as you know, fully competent to the task. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) C. Gen·ans Phillips, 

To Captain Sir John Ross, c. B. Commander R.N. 
&c. &c. &c. 

-NO.10.-

PROCEEDINGS of the EXPEDITION under the Orders of Captain Horatio 
T. Austin, C.B., of Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute." 

CA. to G.) 

No. 10 (A.) 

MEMoRANDmr o~ the Compt::o.ller of Victualling and Transport Service, relative 
t? the. ~uantIty of PrOVIsIOns supplied for Captain Austin's Arctic Relief 
Expedition. 

,Memo.: . . , Admiralty, 28 May 1850. 
"ITH referen:e to theIr Lort.lshIps order of the 16th instant, and to its 

enclosu.re (here":It~ .returned), the comptroller of victualling begs to enclose, 
for theIr lordshIps mformatIOn, a statement showing the proportion of pro"i. 

sions 
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·sions for 180 men, for the use of Her Majesty's ships" Resolute" and" Assist
ance," and their tenders the " Pioneer" and " Intrepid," and the total quanti
ties of provisions demanded and supplied for the use of those ships; from which 
statement their Lordships will be pleased to observe, that the provisions sup
plied to the Arctic ships under the command of Captain Austin, and for their 
use to the" Emma Eugenia" transport, are equal to more than three years' 
consumption for the crews of the vessels of war. 

To the Secretary of the Admiralty. (signed) James Meek. 

Enclosure to No. 10 CA.) 

A STATEMENT showing the Proportion of Provisions for 180 Men, for the use of Her 
Majesty's Ships" Resolute," " Assistance," " Pioneer," and" Intrepid," employed in the 
Arctic Searching Expedition; the Total Quantities Demanded and Supplied, and the Quan
tities Shipped on Board the" Emma Eugenia" Transport. 

Proportion Quantity Quantity 
Shipped on for Quantity Supplied Board the ARTICLES. ISO Men. "Emma Eu .. for Demanded. to 

genia " Three Years. the Ship •• Transport. 

Biscuit, including flour in lieu - - lbs. 197,100 214,1l0 157,120 67,840 
Spirits - - - - - - galls. 6,159 6,176 3,677 965 
Salt beef - - - - 8 lb. picces 4,619 3,967 3,496 456 

" pork - - - - 4 lb. 
" 9,239 10,587 9,040 ],360 

Flour, suet, &c. - - - - - lbs. 36.952 32,432 26,520 20,992 
Preserved meats - - - - - " 73,913 86,460 58,262 28,652 

" soups - - · - - " 
24,638 21,172 16,480 4,718 

" vegetables - - - - " 
24,638 32,186 22,773 9,180 

Chocolate - · · · - · " 
12,318 12,352 10,702 2,836 

Sugar - - - - · - · " 
18,477 20,028 29,090 6,.500 

Tea - - · - · · - " 3,079 3,346 2,831 640 
Peas · - · - · - galls. 3,080 1,760 1,376 392 
Oatmeal - - - · - - " 1,760 448 288 224 
Vinegar • · - - - - " 1,760 240 99 161 
Lemon~uice • · - - - - lbs. 12,318 12,352 9,656 2,760 
Sugar or ditto - - - - - " 12,318 12,352 - -

" for cranberries - - - - " - · 2,646 - -
Preserved milk · - · - pints - - - - 200 -
Brandy - - - · · · galls. - - 72 - - 168 
Wine, port - · · · · · " - - 200 - - 230 

" white - - - - - - " - - 200 - - 216 
Femican - - · - · - lbs. · - 4,480 3,590 1,044 
Mustard · · - · - · " · - 1,754 1,754 -
Pepper · · · - - · · " - - 400 424 -

" cayenne - · - - - " - - 24 - -
Rice - · · - - - - " - - 3,000 600 2,352 
Barley, Scotch - · - - - " - - 4,000 3,040 960 

. Tobacco _ - · - · · " - - 9,474 7,748 1,717 

. Soak - - - · - - - " - · 7,048 5,446 1,671 
Pic les - - - - - · - " - - 12,352 9,562 2,800 
Salt fish - - - - - · " - - 448 - - 448 
Chillies · - · - - · " · - 5 - -
'l'reacle - - · - · - - " - - - . - - 719 
Baking powder - - - - - " - - - - · - 200 
Essence of spruce - · - - jars - - . - - . 4 
Preserved apples • · - - - lbs. - - - - 5,488 1,568 

" onions, dried - - - · " - - 400 - - 896 
Dried yeast - · - · - canisters - - 80 80 -
Oxen, with fodder - - · - - No. - - _6 · - 6 
Salt, white - - · - - - lbs. - - 480 560 -
Cranberries - - · - · : : I - - 7,058 - -
i~8 _ _ - · - - - · - - · - 160 
" . nary ;herbs - - . - cases - - 4 4 -

The quantities actually shipped on board the vessels of war and transport are equal to more 
.thlj,D three yearS' consumption. 

· (signed) J. M. 
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No. 10 (B). 

(No.5·) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Captain Horatio T. Austin, c. B., of Her Majesty's 
Ship" Resolute;' to John Parker, Esq., ~[. P., Secretary of the Admiralty. 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 

Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," 
at the Whale Fish Islands, 1 P. M., 

S· 23 June 1850. Ir, 
1. I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Com

missioners of the Admiralty, of the arrival at these islands of the vessels of the 
Arctic Expedition under my orders, they havil~g left the Orkneys (as reported 
in my letter of that day's date) 011 the 15th ultImo.. . ., 

2. Cape Farewell ",.as sighte.d at noon on the 28t1.1 u1tl~no, bearmg N. 2':;. "., 
<listant 63 miles, and 111 the aftel'11oon of the 30th, m latItude 59° N., longItude 
47" 'Y., the transport "Emma Eugenia" \vas falleu ill with, and continued in 
company. . 

3. On the morning of the 10th instant, the wind ha.ving fallen to 11 calm, wIth 
eyery appearance of its continuing, the Whale Fish Islands being 280 miles dis
tant, I deemed it addsable to cause the" Resolute" to be taken in tow by the 
" Pioneer," and the transport by the" Intrepid," leaving the "Assistance" tJ 
make the best of her way. The four vessels arrived here just before noon on the 
14th instant, and early on the morning of the 15th the "Intrepid" was 
<lespatched to attend the "Assistance," which ship she met on the offing, and 
returned with her in tow about noon. 

4. Since the arri val of the vessels, every exertion has been used to clear the 
transport, which would have been earlier accomplished but from the actual 
necessity of placing ballast on board for her safety, as the last of the coals came 
out. 

5. Each ship is now complete between her and her tender, in provisions, 
stores, and warm clothing, to fully three years, and the tenders have on board 
coals to the amount of 310 tons eacb. 

6. Although the ships are somewhat crowded, yet they are at a comparati\'ely 
light draught, the mean being, of the "Resolute" 14 feet 6 inches, and 
"Assistance" 16 feet 6 ~ inches, leaving them fully equal to a considerable 
increase of weight, when recollecting the statement~ connected with their immer
sion as merchant vessels with cargo on board. 

7. The tenders may be said to be deep, the mean draught being, of the 
., Pioneer" 12 feet 11 ~ inches, and "Intrepid," 13 feet 1 inch. They leave this 
fully efficient in their engines amI boilers. Some slight repairs and adjustments 
have been made here. 

8. I have to observe with reference to the performance of these vessels, that 
except. in light winds" by the wind," and strong breezes "running," they have 
been able fairly to keep company; the" Pioneer" havina shown a superiority. 

9. In the operation of towing under the then existinO" ci~cumstances of medium 
orau.ght of water, in ~ calm, with the sea perfectly s;lOoth, their speed may .be 
conSIdered as approachlllg four knots; and against a moderate royal breeze, WIth 
a more than proportionate head swell, about two knots. 

10. The sailing of the two ships has been, under their late trim, nearly equal; 
the" Resolute" having had a little advantacre in "runnina" and the" Assist-

" b I . d" 0 0' ance, " y t Ie Will . 
11. In the passage up from Cape Farewell, the straits were found to be 

tolerably cle~r, the extreme of the stream of "land ice" having been met with 
about the latitude of that place, 011 the 30th ultimo, and that of the stream from.. 
the" pack" in latitude 66 deg. :\f., longitude 56 deg. W., on the 11th instant. 
Be~gs were not \'er~ num:rous ll.ntil this date, from which up to the time of our 
arrIval, they were tound m conSIderable numbers. 

12. Being unable to obtain at this place any information as to the state of the 
ice further to the northward, Captain Ommaney visited the Danish settlement at 
Lievely, hIe of Disco, and states "the season is considered fairly open; no records

ha\'e 
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lIave been found, or information obtained of the missing vessels; the expedition N u. 10. 

under the charge of Mr. Penny communicated with that place on the 2d ultimo, Procce?ings of the 
all well;" and that great civility and attention was showl! to him by the au tho- ExpedltlOll under 
. hi' did . I . ~. d the Orders ot Capt flty t ere, W 10 promIse t mt any recor s met Wit 1 or ll1!OrmatlOn procure , H. T. Austin, c. n: 

should be preserved and forwarded. 
13. It is my present intention in proceeding to the northward to communicate 

with Opernowick, for the purpose of obtaining any information that may be there, 
as well as a supply of Esquimaux boots, very desirable for travelling parties. 

14. I regret to say that of the six bullocks brouO'ht from England by the 
transport, five died during the passage. " 

15. The vessels composing the expedition may be considered in every war 
efficient; and it is with much pleasure and satisfaction I report, that excellellt 
health and spirits, good will, and unanimity prevail throughout. 

16. We proceed onwards at 2 p. 111. this day. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Horatio T. Austin, Captain, 

John Parker, Esq. 111. P. and in charge of the Expedition. 
Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(No. i.) 
No. 10 (C.) 

COPY of a DESPATCH from Captain Horatio T. Austin, c. B., of Her Majesty'::. 
Ship" Resolute," to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 

Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," off Opernowick, 
Sir, 25 June 1850. 

1. W JTH reference to my letter of the 23d instant, I have the honour to acquaint 
you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that til<' 
expedition under my orders left the Whale Fish Islands at :2 p. m. on that day, 
the ships being towed out by their tenders. 

2. During the night a fair breeze sprung up, and the tow ropes were cast off. 
3. In the run up along the coast, the water as far as could. be seen was clear 

of pack ice, but bergs were very numerous. 
4. We arrived ofl' Opernowick this afternoon, Captain Ommaney goes in, in 

the "Intrepid," to communicate, and so soon as he returns, we proceed to the 
northward. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Horatio T. Austin, Captain, 

and in charge of the Expedition. 

(No.8.) 
No. 10 (D.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Captain Horatio T. Austin, c. B., of Her Majesty's 
Ship" Resolute," to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS; 

Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," at Sea 
(Lat. 74 deg. 5 min. N.; Long. 58 deg. 30 min. W.), 

Sir, 5 July 1850; 5 P. M. 

1. IN continuation of my report dated the 25th ultimo, off Opernowick (a 
duplicate of which is transmitted herewith), I have the honour to acquaint you, 
for the information of the Lords Commil1sioners of the Admiralty, that Captain 
Ommaney having returned in the" Intrepid," we proceeded to the northward at 
7. 30. p. m. that evening. 

2. At 11 p. m. the pack was made, extending apparently to the land, which, on 
standing in shore to examine it, proved to be the case. 

N 3. The 97· 
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y 3. The vessels were then kept under weigh,.off and.on, to windward of its edge, 
., u. I O. I d h h 

Proceedinjs of the looking for a lead, but little, if any, alteratIOn takmg p ace, an t e weat. er 
Expedition under becoming foggy, with every appearance of a change, they were, on the evenmg 
the Orders ~fCapt. of the 27th, made fast to bergs, a little to the northward of the Frow Islands 
H. T. Austin, C.B. (Iat. 73 deO'. 0 min. N.; long. 56 deg. ~j min. W.). 
-- 4. Seve~al whalers were seen fast in shore; and, by boat communication from 

them it was found that there were about 13 within a few miles of this position. 
5. 'Colours were exchanged with Mr. Penny's expedition on the 26th ultimo, 

which, with the other vessels, was detained for an opening to get to the north
ward. 

o. The ice having slackened, antI some lanes of water appearing in shore, at 
9 a. m. on tbc 1:'t instant the ships proceeded in tow of their tenders (at the most 
economical ~pl'ed), along the land, through numerous winding lanes, and between 
a cOIlsi(leralJ!c number of bergs, till reaching a little to the southward of Cape 
::,jlilckkton, ,,"here a stream of ice extending from the land arrested our progress, 
and tbe Yl'ssds were again macle fa-t to bergs. 

7. The stream opened about miduight, an<l at -l a. m. of the ~d, the vessels 
again proceeded in tow, passing Mr. Penny's expedition at :) a. m., who, by 
illc(·~,aut labour of tmying, and the occasional use of his sails, had been enabled 
to reach thus far. Cape Shackleton was passed, and two deep bays crossed, in 
wllich the land ice appeared then undistul'bed; but by many turnings, amI much 
watchfulness, the vessels l'eached to the islands of Baffin, where all leads ap
peared to terminate; and after careful search for one without success, the vessels 
were moored to bergs, close under one of the islands. 

8. At noon of the 3d some little promi",c of an in-shore channel appearing, the 
ships pl'oceeded in tow as before, until 4.30. p. m., when they were again bl'ought 
up by the ice; an attempt was then made to work, and cut the "Pioneer" 
thl'ough; but the i('(~ closing as fast as it was cleared away, and a thick fog 
coming on, her ccre\\' was raised, rudder unshipped, and the vessels secured to 
thl' land ice, to await the cleal'ing- off of the fog, so as to ensure a right lead 
being takcn the moment one presented itself. 

9. About 1 p. m. of the 3d, the" Lady Franklin" and "Sophia" were lost 
sight of: standing in a lane of water to the westward. 

10. At 10.50. a.m. of the 4th, the fog cleared off, and the ice having slack
ened, the ships, after some little cutting and heaving, were enabled to proceed 
again in tow at 1. 20. p. m., through numerous narrow lanes of water. By 4.30. 
the land ice was cleared, and. the ve,;sels reached to a large space of open watel'. 
Ten whalel's were here in sight astern, advancing in the same direction as our
selH's. 

11. We thus proc~eded, steering N.\Y. by W. (in which point most open 
\rater appeared), untIl 10. 30., when the pack became visible ahead, extending 
frem the la.nd seaward., as far on the horizon as the eye could reach; and at 
11. 30. havlllg closed It, carefully reconnoitred, and found that there was no 
opening that gave the least hope of our ad,-ancing; the ships were cast off, the 
ctl'am let down, and all brought to the wind. 

I::!. SO far. as an opinion ~an at present be given of the season, I would 
ulJ~ClTC, that It cannot be conSIdered more than an averao-e one' and that in the 
last communicati?n wi~h the whal~rs, ~hey were apprehe~sive of their not being 
able to rea~h their fishlllg ground III time for success. 

13 .. Some of these .vessels ?ave come up, and there are now 10 in company
I aVaIl myself of tIllS occasIOn of detention to communicate with them and 
l't'port my proceedings to this date, for their Lordships' information. ' 

l-l. It affords I?e much pleasure to state, that the performance of the tenders 
has been very satIsfactory; they have now remaining on board coals equal to full 
30 days' steaming, 

15 .. It wiI.I.also be. gratifying t~ their Lordships to know, that good health 
~lIld 111gh spmts contlllue .to preVaIl throughout the expedition. 

1 ~. We are now standmg off and on the pack edge, in readiness to take im
melhate advantage of the first favourable opening. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Horatio T. Austin, Captain, 

and in charge of the Expedition_ 
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No. 10. 

No. 10 (E.) 
(No. 10.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Captain Horatio T. Austin, c. B" of Her Majesty's 
Ship" Resolute," to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Proceedings of the 
Expedition under 
the Orders of Capt. 
H. T. Austin, C.B. 

REPORTING PROCEEDINGS. 

Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," off the Devil's Thumb 
(Lat. 74 deg. 35 min. N.; Long. 58 deg. 47 min., W.), 

Sir, 8 p. m., 7 July 1850. 
1. WITH reference to my letter of the 5th instant (a duplicate of which 

is transmitted herewith), I have the honour to acquaint you, for the infol'matioll 
of the LO:'ds Commi~sion~rs of the Admiralty,. that in the. evellin~ of that day a 
lead havmg shown Itself upon a change of wmd, the ShIpS agam proceeded in 
tow to take advantage of it, reaching this at 7. 30. a. m. of yesterday, where the 
lead terminated by the outer" floes" being close up to the land ice. 

2. The wind is at present southerly; but there is reason to bope, that so soon 
as it changes, water will make, and enable us to proceed. 

3. There are now in our neighbourhood, fast to the floe, the expedition under 
the charge of l\Ir. Penny, and 13 whalers. 

4. As the occasions of advancing are so sudden and uncertain, I avail lIlysdf 
of this opportunity to report my latest proceedings for their Lords1!ips' iilfor. 
mation. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Horatio T. Austin, Captain, 

and in charge of the Expeditioll< 

No. 10 (F.) 

COpy of a GENERAL MEMORANDUM addressed by Capt. Horatio T. Austin, c. D., 

of Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," to the respective Officers commanding 
Vessels in the Expedition under his Orders. 

THE following Memorandum was brought home by Commander Forsyth, of 
the "Prince Albert" Discovery Ship. 

Her Majesty' Ship "Resolute," at Sea 
(Lat. 75 deg. 25min. N.; Long. 61 deg·. 34 min. W.), 

25 July 1850. 
IN the hope that the expedition is now not far distant from the "Korth 

Water," and although the nature and movements of the ice are so varied in 
different seasons as to prevent any determ ination of plan until the moment for 
acting arrives, it becomes desirable that what is contemplated in the prosecutioll 
of the charge assigned to me (the accomplishment of which we all have so mucll 
at heart), should be made known. 

I therefore here promulgate it, and it is to be received as an addenda to the 
instructions issued by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and carried 
out with all the earnestness and zeal that so highly an important service 
demands. 

The circumstance of a tender being attached to each ship, establishes in 
a great measure the security and confidence necessary in the prosecution of this 
service (which would not be felt by one vessel alone), and admits of a partial 
separation for the season, to enable a more extended search being made. 

When maturely considering the most probable route of the missing expedition 
in its return by way of Lancaster Sound, or of any of the crews that might haH' 
left their vessels, it appears that they would have attempted to reach Pond:s 
:Bay either during the late autumn of last year, or the earliest moment tIllS 
spring, with the hope of meeting the whalers in the present season. 

The1'efore the" Resolute" and her tender will proceed to Pond's Bay, an~f" 
97. N 2 1 
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if it can be done, communicate with the natives there; .then, as circumstances 
Pfl'c~~~:sOo'f the admit, search along that shore on her way to Whaler Pomt. 
~xpedition under The "Assistance" and her tender will commence. the search. at Cape. W~r. 
the Ordtors of Capt. I'ender, continuing it along the north shore to Wellm. gton .StraIt, e. xamme Its 
II. T. Austin, C.R. d f: bl d shores and neighbourhood, and procee as ar up It as IS practlCa e! ~n 

sufficient to fully satisfy that it has or has not been the course of the mlssmg 
ships. As Mr. Penny, in his succe,ss, will tra~erse the northern ~art of this 
strait, there is good reason to hope that so very Important a doubt wIll be set at 
rest. 

Should any record be found of Sir John ;'ranklin h~ving proc~:ded in t~at 
direction, then it is to be made known to the Resolute, by deposItmg a notIce 
thereof at either Cape Riley or Cape Hotham, and the search proceeded with 
most vigorously, in which the" Resolute" will hasten to join at the earliest 
moment. 

But in the event of no record being found there, and it is most desirable and 
important that the ships should meet, or at least communicate results of labours 
to this point, then the rendezvous to be between Capes Rennell, Hotham, and 
Riley, the "Resolute" standing to the northward from midnight to noon, and 
to the southward from noon to midnight, in the meridian of Cape Hotham. 

But should the examination of Wellington Strait be speedily accomplished, 
without traces being found, and the "Resolute" not having reached the 
rendezvous, then, in order to save time, the "Assistance" will take up the 
search to Cape Walker, examining its neighbourhood thoroughly as far as 
is practicable; and failing to obtain any information there, or to meet the 
"Hesolute," will then continue it on the north shore of the Parry Islands. 

And with a view to have a fixed place where there is good reason to expect 
that vessels may reach, should the rendezvous on account of time fail for com
munication, th~n a full account of proceedings, with any change of plans called 
for from circumstances not anticipated here, must be deposited at the southern 
extremity of Griffith's Island. 

In the even t of the "Resolute" first reaching the rendezvous between Capes 
Rennell, Hotham, and Riley, then all endeavour will be made to prosecute to 
the entrance of Wellington Strait, touching at Cape Riley, and Cape Hotham, 
in order, according to circumstances; and failing to meet there with information 
of" Assistance," or traces of the missing expedition, will then proceed towards 
Capes Rennell and Walker; and Dot finding traces in that direction, will con
tinue the search in the south-west, towards Melville Island, where it would 
be expected to take up winter quarters; but if, on the contrary, traces are found, 
then the object of reaching Melville Island would be abandoned, and winter 
quarters taken in the south-west, according to circumstances. 

Should "Assistance," on reaching Cape Hotham, discover that "Resolute" 
had preceded her, and gone on without finding any traces, she will make the 
best of her way in the direction of Cape Walker; and failing to meet with 
" Resolute" in that lleighbourhood, or any record, will without delay carryon 
the search along the north shore of the Parry Islands. 

The" Resolute" failing to reach Melville Island to winter will endeavour 
t? ~ommun.icate in early spring with Winter Harbour; and ;hould assistance 
Similarly fall, she must do the same, independently of other searching parties 
that ~ay. be dispatched, as ~t is ~ost important that the results of the several 
exammatIOns, made up to thIS penod, should be communicated. 

On every occasion.of visiting: the shore, .a record must be deposited, comprising 
ev~ry necessary partIcular, takm~ as a gUIde my minute of the 3d instant, and 
b.emg careful to no~e that a conSIderable supply of provisions and fuel is depo
SIted at Whaler Pomt, on the western entrance of Prince Regent's Inlet. 

With a view to .attract the. attent.ion of any of the missing persons, care must 
b.e taken that durmg the pen ods of darkness, and when fogs prevail, periodical 
SIgnals are ma~e, rock~ts, blue lights, guns, muskets, maroons, drums, gongs, 
bells, and whIstles bemg employed as most suitable, according to circum
stances . 

. ~hen in open water, a document is to be occasional1v thrown overboard con
tamIng the necessary particulars, as detailed in the printed papers supplied. 

The 
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The substance. and spirit of t~leir Lordships' orders, under which I am acting', 
must be the gUIde for any POlllt not herein provided for or whenever doubt 
arises, as they will govern all the operations of the" Resoldte." 

(signed) Horatio T. Austin, Captain, 
and in charge of the Expedition. 

To Captain Erasmus Ommaney, Her Majesty's 
Ship "Assistance," and the Lieutenants 
commanding Her Majesty's Screw Tenders, 
" Pioneer" and" Intrepid." 

No. 10 (G). 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Captain Erasmus Ommaney, of Her Majesty's 
Ship" Assistance," to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," off Lancaster Sound, 
in Lat. 75 deg" 46min. N., Long. 7.-, deg. 49 min. 'V., 

Sir, 17 August 1850. 
1. I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords COlll

missioners of the Admiralty, that Her Majesty's ship" A;;sistance" and her 
tender, Her Majesty's steam-vessel" Intrepid," have this day succeeded in effect
ing a passage across to the west water, and are now proceeding to Lancaster 
Sound, officers and crews all well, with fine clear weather, and open water as 
far as can be seen. 

2. Agreeably with instructions received from Captain H. Austin, we parted 
company on the 1Mh, at 1 a. m., off Cape Dudley Diggs, as the ice ,ras then 
sufficiently open to anticipate no further obstruction in effecting till' north passage. 
He was anxious to proceed to Pond's Bay, and from thence take lip the examina
tion along the south shores of Lancaster Sound, leaving me to ascertain the truth 
of a report obtained from Esquimaux at Cape York respecting some ship 01' ships 
having been seen near \" olstenholme Island, after which to proceed to the north 
shores of Lancaster Sound and ""ellington Channel. 

On passing Cape York the 14th instant natives were seen. By the oirecti01ls 
of Captain Austin, I landed and communicated with them, when we were in
formed that they had seen a ship in that neighbourhood in the spring, and that 
she was housed in. Upon this intelligence, I shipped one of the natin'F, who 
volunteered to join us as interpreter and guide. 

No. 10. 
Proceeding, of the 
Expedition under 
the Orders of Capt. 
H. T. Austin, C.B. 

4. On parting with Captain Austin, we proceeded towards \Volstenholme 
Island, where I left the ship, and proceeded in Her Majesty's steam-vessel 
" Intrepid" into Wolstenholme Sound, and by the guidance of the Esquimaux 
succeeded in finding a bay about 15 miles further in, and sheltered by a promi-
nent headland. In three cairns erected here we found a document stating that See Ell 1 
the" North Star" had wintered in the bay, a copy of which I have the honour ~(~ure to 
to transmit their Lordships. ~ 

5. Previous to reaching the spot where the" North Star" wintered, I exam
ined the deserted Exquimaux settlement. At this spot we found evident traces 
of some ship having been in the neighbourhood, from empty preserved-meat 
canisters, and some clothes left near a pool of water marked with the name of 
a corporal belonging to the" North Star." 

6. Having af"certained this satisfactory information, I returned to Wolsten
holme Island, where a document was deposited recording 0111' proceedings. At 
6 a.m. of the 16th instant I rejoined the ship and proceeded in tow to the west
ward, and am happy to inform you that the passage across has been made without 
obstruction, towing through loose and stra~gling ice. 

7. The expedition was beset in Melville Bay, surrounded by heavy and exten
sive floes of ice, from the 11th July to the 9th August 1850, when, after great 
exertion, a release was effected, and we succeeded in reaching Cape York, by con
tinuing along the edge of the land ice, after which we have been favoured with 
plenty of water. . 

8. Captain Penny's expedition was in company during the most part?t the 
time, while in Melville Bay, and up to the 14th instant, when we left lum off 
Cape Dudley Diggs, " All well." 

97· N3 9. In 
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No. 10. 9. In crossing Melville Bay, ~ve fell ,in with Si.r John Ross ~nd Captain yor-
Proceedings oj the syth's expeditions; these, Captam Anstll~ has. assIsted, by tOWlDg them tow~rds 
Expedition under their destination; the latter proceeded wIth hIm, and the former has remamed 
the Orders of Capt. . th 
H. T. Austin, C.lI. WI 1 o.u~aYing placed Sir J olm Ross. in the fair way of reachin~ Lan.caster. ~ound, 

with a fair wind and open water, hIS vessel has bee.n c~st ?ff 111 tIllS posItIOn; I 
shall therefore proceed with all degpatc~l to the examm~tlOn of the n.orth sh~r~s 
of Lancaster Sound and Wellington Channel, accordmg to Captam AustIll s 

No. 11. 
Letter fwm Rear
Admiral Tayler, 
c. B., to C~ptaii, 
Hamilton, R. N. 

directions. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) Erasmus Ommaney, Captain, 

Enclosure to No. 10 (G.) 

Erasmus 01ll1llancy, Captain, Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," 
17 August 1850. 

North Star Bay, Wolstenholme Sound, 
(Latitude 76· 34' N.; Longitude 69° 30' \r.) 

15 April 1850. 
THIS paper is placed here to certify that Her Majesty's ship "North Star" 

was beset at the east side of Melville Bay, on the 29th July last year, and gradu
ally drifted from day to day, until, on the 26th September, we found ourselves 
abreast of Wolstenholme Island, when, perceiving the ice a little more loose, 
and the sound perfectly clear, we made all plain sail and pressed her through it, 
anchoring in the lower part of the sound that evening, and arrived in this bay 
on the Ht October, where she remained throughout the winter. It is my inten
tion to leave as soon as the breaking up of the ice will permit, and prosecute my 
voyage in search of the Arctic ships. 

(signed) J. Saunders, 
Master and Commander. 

Died on Board" North Star." 

William Sharp, A. B, 1st November 1849. 
William Brisley, B. :;VI., 30th January 1850. 
Richard Baker, A. B., 7th April 1850. 
George Deverell, A. B., 17th May 1850. 

This beacon was erected, and canister deposited, on the 3d July 1850. 

- No. 11.--

COpy of a LETTER from Rear-Admiral Tayler, c. B. to Captain Hamilton, 
R. N., Secretary of the Admiralty, proposing a combined Land and Water 
Expedition to examine all the Fiords in Barrow Straits and Banks Land. 

14, Great George-street, Westminster, 
Sir, 4 January 1851. 

As everything connected with the Arctic regions and the Esquimaux must be 
illteresting, however trifling, as links to connect the chain of information already 
obtained relative to Sir John Franklin and his brave crew, I send you, for the in
formation of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a few remarks made in 
North Greenland by my son, who sailed from Copenhagen the 8th May 1850, 
in the schooner "Fortuna," to examine the mineral productions of Greenland, 
where they arrived the 12th June. 

He returned to London the 27th October, with the Danish Governor of Green
land, Captain Holbolt, R. D. N. The first place my son visited was Skinder
walden, where the schooner was detained three weeks, by contrary wind in a 
small ha~bour. called Dutchman'.s Harbour; from thence they proceed~d to 
Omenak, m latItude 70 deg. 40 mm. N. Off this fiord Captain Ross's squadron 

was 
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was' seen, aft.er leaving Holstenburg, by the Danish schooner the "Lucinde." 
The Island of Omenak, upon which is the Danish settlement, is about 50 miles 
up the fiord of Omenak, and whilst the" :Fortuna" was lying at anchor, about a 
cable's length from the rocks, in 65 fathoms water, a gale sprung up, and in the 
course of 12 hours numerous large icebergs drifted towards t.he schooner, which 
would have crushed her had they not grounded ahead of her; had they been 
smaller ones, and not grounded, the schooner could not have tscaped being 
dJliv:~n agains~ the ~o('ks; but when the wind shifted the icebergs drifted out of 
the httle bay III winch she was anchored. When they left the harbour at Skin
derwalden, the schooner was towed out by a large seal-skin boat, l'owetl by 12 
women, double banked, and steered by a man with a paddle; these hoats will 
pull eight or ten miles per hour, and perform a voyage of 40 or 50 miles per day. 
They can carry sail off the wind, but the boats are too light to sail on a wind, as 
they only draw about three or four inches, wit.h 1:2 women and two men. The 
size of these boats is about 2! feet length, four feet breadth, and from 1 wo feet 
and half to three feet depth; the Esquimaux call them" umiak." They have 
also the" kaiak," a boat for one man, in which he can paddle at the rate of 10 
miles pel' hour, and perform with ease a distance of 60 miles per day, continuing 
it for a week if necessary. 

The Esquirnaux of Greenland are very peaceable; they have no implements of 
war, and never fight. My son has frequently travelled miles along the coast 
with several Esquimaux, and does not believe they would be ~uilty of any 
treachery. It is the opinion that Adam Beck's tale is a fabrication, to enable 
him to return home, as he would not like to reside in a vessel depri,-ed of his 
accustomed food. The Esquimaux are very averse to performing work different 
from their usual occupation; they could not be prevailed upon to carry black 
lead two miles to the beach, although provided with seal flesh, and well fed and 
paid; but they would not hesitate going in their boats 100 miles with messages, 
or letters, &c. 

That the Esquimaux is capable of inventing a plausible tale to suit his own 
purposes they had many proofs of. On one occasion they made an extempore 
song, on a fat and lean Danish sailor; and Adam Beck, having seen the Danish 
Governor and the officers of our ships with epaulettes, would not have been at a 
loss to concoct his ingenious tale. 

Had the crews of the" Erebus " and " Terror" landed without ammunition, 
as he states, and found no means of subsistence, they would in all probability 
(as they had provisions) have proceeded in their boats up one of the numerous 
fiords abounding along the coast, in search of seal and fish, leaving marks which 
would not have been disturbed by the natives. That boats did land is certain, 
and a sudden gale or ice drifting in, might have caused them to leave with such 
precipitation as not to observe the two shirts and nails, which were therefore left 
behind; the piece of hawser, about 14 inches long, might have been cut to make 
fenders for the boats or oakum; these things might have been concealed by snow 
from the Esquimaux, if any of them had visited the tents, and when uncovered 
by the sun, were first seen by our people. Stone boundaries for tents may be 
seen in many places along the coast of Greenland, some of them appearing 20 
or 30 years old; these places are the summer residences of the .Esqu.i~aux, ~nd 
they generally build a small one close by for the purpose of COoklllg; It IS pOSSIble 
our pE:ople may have found these stones ready placed, and pitched their tents 
~pon. the spot; but my son states, that any o~e acquainted wi~h such ,construc
tions could tell at sight if the stones were bUIlt up by the natIves or Europe~ns 
Wlaccustomed to it. Our boats may have landed for many purposes; repalfS, 
fresh water, or washing clothes, but that the natives dest:oyed them there.i~ not 
the least foundation for the belief; if the men landed WIth muskets, provlSlons, 
tents, &c.~ why not with ammunition, which is always ready in the arm-chest? 
The tents of the Esquimaux are about 12 feet diameter, and several are frequently 
'pitched together. . .. 

_ From the information I have received from my son, and hIS remarks 10 hIS 
diary, which is very intellesting, as to the habits of t~e Esquima.x, the ~at~re of 
the oollntry. its resources in food, and mineral productIOns, and hiS descl"lftion of 
the deep fiords running into the country, 200 miles in ~ome .places, do n?t 
think. it lik~y that the ships. sent out will discover any traces of SIr John Frankhll 
and,his Cl'ew. • 

Hadhig vessels b~n. w.reek.ed. and cast upon the shore opposite the large _Ice-
• - "1". - - blInks 
_~. N4 

No. 11. 
Letter from Rear
Admiral Tayler, 
c. B" to Captain 
Hamilton, R. N. 



No. II. 
L~ttcr from Rcar
Admiral Tayler, 
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blinks which form the icebergs, the ships from. them would, in ?oming in contact 
with a wreck, completely demolish it, but If anf of the tImbers had be~n 
drifted on shore, it would still remain, as trees are ,frequently found on shore In 

Greenland, which have perhaps drifted from Ame!-'ICa. 
On one occasion a whaler was destroyed off SpItsber~ell; tl~e ~len took to the 

boats one of which became fixed in the ice, and dl'lfted WIth It from thence 
south~ard round Cape Farewell and up D~vi.s' Straits to. about 65 deg. north 
latitude where the survivors were rescued; tillS IS a proof of the set of the current 
from th~ north at Spitzbergen and. east side of Greenland, and from the south up 
Davis' Straits and the west coat of Greenland, and round the head of Baffin's 
Bay. An Esquimaux in his kaiak was on?e.dri~en o~er. from Greenland across 
Davis' Straits to Cumberland Island, and, It IS SaId, stIll hves there, the language 
being a dialect of the Esquimaux .. The Greenlanders are very exp~rt i~ thro~
iner the harpoon with a throwinrr-stICk, and frequently, when paddhng III theIr 
kai'ak will brin rr down birds flyinO' with their one-barb harpoon, which, besides 
'0 0 • 

the lance for killino' seals, i3 the only weapon they use, bows and arrows bemg 
unknown to them. l:OThe seals are mostly found in the fiords, and to kill them 
mmt be approached with great caution; some of the Greenlanders place a piece 
of white calico in the nose of their boats, to represent a piece of ice. If the seal 
should dive within distance, hc throws his harpoon under water, and seldom 
misses his aim, when, if the seal is large, he tows it to land; should the boat be 
upset, many of them have the power of recovering themselves with one stroke 
of the paddle; hut, if he does not succeed the first time, he is lost, and then if 
he can disengage himself from his kaiak he lashes himself to it, that his body 
may drift on shore, haying a great horror of being devoured by fish. They inter 
the bodies of their dead by sewing them up in sealskins, doubled up with 
their knees upon their breasts; they then lay the body upon a sheltered rock 
and pile stones over it. In one of these tombs, one of my son's party found an 
old cask, and a fish-hook and lance-head, both made of native copper; the hook 
was formed of a semicircle of copper, passed through a little shank of bone, and 
bound firmly to it by fibres of whalebone; it is supposed these things were at least 
200 years old, for the body was completely decayed, and the Danes have had pos
session and supplied the Esquimaux with steel hooks, &c., since that time. 

I do not think if the "Ereblls" and "Terror" were wrecked upon the coast 
in Barrow Straits that the crews would travel into the interior, for it appears my 
son observed nothing but ice and snow stretching inland, from a mountain he 
ascended about 3,000 feet high; in fact the whole of the interior of Greenland 
is one vast glacier. In the summer the sea coast is free from snow and ice for 
a few miles inland, and where the fiords run into the land there is of course more 
of it un~overed, but the glacier can generally be seen from any of the higher 
moun tams along the coast: these lotty mountains form a complete chain all 
along th~ coast from north to south. It is therefore probable that they would 
proceed III their boats up one of the deep fiords, which running so many miles 
into the country abound with seals, &c., and offers a more sheltered retreat. In 
one of these fiords, in Banks Land or Melville Land opposite, the icebergs might 
close them up for years, as icebergs that have been driven into the fiords have 
remained many years without melting. 

Supposing ~he vessels could not find a passage past Banks Land, they pro
!>ably I?ushed mto ~ne ~f these fiords to lay up for the winter, and became closed 
III by ICe?ergs, \V.lllch III 12 hours frequently drive in and surround a vessel; 
smaller pIeces of Ice. would so fill in the spaces between as to preclude escape for 
s~veral years. ~o sItuated~ the vessels might be secure; and as they could pro
VIde fish a?d remdeer durm~ the summer, there is no reason to believe they 
woul~ pe~Ish from want of food, for they could, like the Esquimallx. provide 
suffiCIent III the summer to last the winter' and if we take into consideration 
th~ quantity of provisions on board the ve;sels, there is every hope of their 
eXIstence, to prompt to further and effectual search. If the vessels reached the 
h.ead of Barrow Straits,. it is most likely that a passage would be sought on the 
SIde of Banks Land, bemg. a more direct line for Behring Straits; and if one of 
the large fiords presented Itself, no doubt the vessels would push up it, as their 
large and favourabl.e appearance would encourage the idea of a passage; but 
whe~ once entered, Icebergs may prevent their coming out for years. It would 
reqUIre two summers to search the Greenland C(last inside Barrow Straits and
Banks Land; and as the ships sent into Barrow Straits could not visit all these 

numerous 
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numerous fiords, ~l?ich would r~quire the assistance of natives and their light ~ o. 1 I. 

boats, and as no tIdmgs can possIbly reach England from the vessels sent out in Letter ti"om Hear
search until it may be perhaps too late to undertake an effectual land expedi- Admiral Tayler, 
tion, and as Sir J. Ross might also be closed up, I would propose for the con- c. B., to Captain 

f L d ( ' .. Hamilton, R. K. 
sideration 0 my or. s ~ommlSSloners of the Admiralty the following plan as a 
last resource, and WlllCh I have every reason to believe would prove successful 
in discovering their fate, and rescuing' them if still in existence. 

My son, from I.lis kno~ledge of the country and the habits of the Esquimaux, 
and being acqumnted wIth t\\"o respectable and steady young men, natives of 
Greenland, but of Danish parents, speaking correctly both the Danish and 
Esquimaux languages, and several confidential older men also acquainted with 
both languages, olle of them speaking English, would, with the aid of some or 
all of these men, four Esquimaux, and some of our own people, undertake to 
conduct a land and water expedition combined, to examine all the fiords in 
Barrow Straits, from longitude about 80 deg. tf) 11 0 deg., and if no tidings were 
discovered, would examine Banks Land and all its fiords the fuIIowino' summer. 

They would be provided with Esquimaux dogs and sledges, the "EsquillJaux 
would have their seal-skin boats, and there would be required a schooner and 
launch fitted as a steam-boat, to burn oil, and supplied with every requisite to 
accompany the land expedition along the coast and transport them acrOf;S the 
creeks, &c.; they would also have portable boats for passing any water the launch 
could not reach; by thi,; 111eallS all the coast apd inlets would be examined, 
making signals, &c. at the bottom of every fiord. 

Judging from his enterprise, health and bodily strength, and general know
ledge, I am confident he would accomplish what he undertook to perform. He 
has frequently travelled with Esquimaux :w miles per day along the coast in 
search of minerals, many specimens of which he btought to England, and pre
sented some to the British Museum, and by request of :\/r. Gray, secretary 
F.R.S., communicated with Dr. Barclay of the Hudson Bay Company. Whilst 
in Greenland he made an interesting geological discovery, an account of which 
he is about sending to the Royal Society. 

An undertaking of the above description offers every chance of determining 
the fate of our brave countrymen, and would crown the laudable endeavours of 
the Admiralty with general approbation. 

Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, 
&c. &c. &c., Admiralty. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. N. Tayler, 

Rear Admiral, c. B. 

-No.12.-

COpy of a LETTER from Mr. W. P. Snow, late of the" Prince Albert" Discovery 
Vessel, to Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, R. N., Secretary of the Admiralty, 
proposing an Expedition, consisting of a small Vessel and suitable Boats, to 
proceed to Lancaster Sound and Griffith's Island early in 1851. 

8, Clifton Terrace, 'Vest Brompton, 
Sil', 9 January 1851. 

IT is not with any presumptuoug feeling that the accompanying notes and 
observations (part of them originally intended for private use) are worthy of 
especial notice, that I venture t.o forward them; but conceiving that there might 
possibly be some little fact in them that may be found useful, as connected with 
the missillg expedition, and the gallant ships now engaged on the search, I beg 
the honour of your placing them before their Lordships at your convenience. 

With regard to myself and the proposition I have made, I must observe that 
it has only been done because the plan I submit comes from myself, and co?se
quently I should not hesitate to incur the danger and carry out the undertakmg. 
I am sure I have no desire to put myself prominently forward when there are so 
many noble and brave men more deserving the honour; and although I should 
indeed feel proud of such a position as that I have named being conferred upon 
me, I can only express my sincere regret that I have no claim for it beyond the 
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ardent zeal and devotion I possess in the cause itse}f; happy shall I be if my 
services can be effectually employed in that cause ag'am. . 

I Leg to remark that a communication of mine to. Lady: Franklm (hastily 
written) appeared in the Parliamentary Papers on Ar.ctJc sU?Jects .for 1850, and 
I mention it to show that I have for some time pa~t gIven tillS subject my atten-
tive studv. . 

As my'time and attention will soon have to be called to mat.ters far. dlffel'~nt, 
and connected with my livelihoo.d, sho~ld I not be engaged ~n ArctIC .servlce, 
may I solicit the honour of your mformmg me of any rt:ply tllen' Lordsillps may 
consider fit to make to my communication? '. 

I beo' to take this opportunity of returnmg my thanks to ~hell' Lordships and 
to you~elf for the communications I received on the 29th ultimo and 31st ultimo' 
respecting my account of the ,. Prince Albert's" voyage. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. P. Snow. 

Enclosure to No. 12. 

IN again turning my attention to the subject of the Franklin Expedition, and 
carefully perusing the various I~tters and do?uments ~ately added .to those p.re
viously gathered, I have been forCIbly struck WIth o.ne circumstance III connexlOn 
with the ships now employed on the search, and whIch may at all events be worth 
mentioning.. ., .. .. , 

It is to be found In the followmg: III attentIvely readmg over Captam Austlll S 
official instructions to Captain Ommaney, Lieutenant-Commanders Osborn and 
Cator, I find in the sixth paragraph these words: 

" The' Assistance' and her tender wiII commence the search at Cape War
render, continuing it along the north shore to Wellington Strait, examine its 
shores and neighbourhood, and proceed as far up it as is practicable and suffi
ci~nt "to fully satisfy that it has or has not been the course of the missing' 
ships. 

Here, then, is a positive order for Captain Ommaney, before going elsewhere, 
tu fully satisfy himself that Wellington Strait" has or has not been the course of 
the missing ships." 

In Captain Ommaney's own words we find that upon searching Cape Riley 
he immediately determines to visit Cape Hotham and Cape Walker, instead of 
proceeding "as far up Wellington Strait as is practicable;" therefore there 
uppears to me a strong inference that that gallant officer was" fully satisfied" 
that Wellington Strait had not been" the course of the missing ships." For that 
it was" practicable" to go further up Wellington Strait is evidenced by the fact 
of the" Rescue" being as high up as midway between Point Innes and Cape 
Bowden; yet Captain Ommaney, by his own words, and from wbat I last saw of 
him as I gazed from the" Crow's-nest," was evidently pushing hard on for Capes 
lIotham and Walker. 

But it may be said, upon what grounds could Captain Ommaney be ., fully 
satis~ed ?" The. me~e fact of hi.s findi~g certain" traces of encampments a?d 
remams of m~te.flals on ~?pe Riley, WIthout any. positive notice or memo~Ial 
left of the mIss.l~g expedItIOn, wou~d not be suffiCIent to "fully satisfy" whICll 
,,;a), that ~xpedltlO.n went; and yet It appears he was" fully satisfied." 
. In looklng at thIS~ I may o?serve that, though it appears no positive evidence 
In the shap.e of wfItten notice was found by Captain Ommaney, yet certai?
~ttendant. CIrcumstances, more c.onfirmatory than anything the" Prince Albert ., 
fo~md, mIght have clearly convlDc~d him that the party who had visited Cape 
Rile.,' had ~one so at the .early perIod of an expedition, and that, if that party 
h~d be~n ?Ir Joh~ Fran.khn, as must be inferred, he had gone on in accordance 
wI.th hiS mstructlOns dlfect to Cape Walker. The" traces" and" remains" 
might have been s~ch that no party .but one newly arrived from England could 
have left, and certamly not what a disabled party would have had with them • 

. The 7th paragraph of Captain Austin's instructions is to the effect, that Cap
tam Ommaney was to leave such notice for the" Resolute" as would enable her 
to follow up the sear~h (in the event .of aught being found) in whatever direction 
such traces would pomt out as most lIkely to be successful. What direction then. 

does 
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c10esCaptain Ommaney leave for the" Resolute?" Why, instead of proceeding 
'Up Wellington Channel as he had beell directed, he tells Captain Austin he is 
going at once to Capes Hotham and Walker. 

The 9th paragraph implies that Wellington Strait has first to be examined 
by nhe "Assistance," and then she was to proceed on to Cape Walker to search 
there. 

In the following paragraph, Griffith's Island is named as the place for depo
siting a "full account of proceedings;" and to this island I think especial 
attention would be well directed; for there, I conceive, important information 
might be gleaned. It will be to all parties up there a sort of central depot for 
notices and inform.ation. It~ position is prominently midway between Cape 
Walker and WellIngton StraIt, and consequently well suited as a medium of 
~ommunication between the two, while it is accessible, on emergency, by boat 
from either, and could be reached from Melville Island. I imagine, therefore, 
that" the southern extremity of Griffith's Island," as mentioned by Captain 
Austin, will be the main point whence information of all the Arctic ships can be 
hest gleaned. To it would Captain Ommaney proceed, and there leave "that 

• full account of proceedings" and "change of plans" he was instructed to do by 
Captain Austin; and to it also would each of the discovery ships proceed, if 
possible; all being acquainted with Captain Austin's plans. 

Before I conclude the remarks I have here ventnred to make, I must again 
revert to Cape Riley, and call attention to Captain Ommaney's visit there. 
I helieye it is generally supposed that that visit was not of very long duration, 
hut such supposition, if ever formed, would he rather incorrect; I mean as to its 
being anything short of hours. For, examine the words of his notice, and it will 
he found, what struck mp. at the time I was transcribirlg it, and has alw'ays since, 
viz., that he probably spent the greater part of a day there. Let us look at this 
closelv. 

On"Wednesday, August 21, at 6 a. m., the" Assistance" spoke the "Prince 
Albert" off Port Leopold, and then stood away for Cape Hurd with the wind 
north-easterly. The following day was calm and light airs, and I conclude, 
therefore? that she was off Cape Riley on the afternoon of the 22d. At Cape 
Riley the" Intrepid" was no doubt waiting for her, having been, as I should 
suppose, ordered to proceed thither while Captain Ommaney run o\'er from 
Maxwell Bay on the night of the 20th to Port Leopold. The" Intrepid" would 
thus ha\'e arrived at Cape Riley on the 21st, and while awaiting the" Assistance," 
,have been employed in searching the places mentioned in Captain Ommaney's 
after notice. And a most efficient search, no doubt, was made during that one 
day, still further increased upon the arrival of Captain Ommaney. When the 
" Assistance" rejoined the" Intrepid" on the 22d p. m., I should imagine at 
least a score or two of men were sent on shore, everywhere in the neighbourhood 
of Cape Riley to minutely examine; continuing, that examination through the 
night of the 22d and mornitlg of the 23d, when probably Captain Ommaney, 
accompanied hy his officers, final!y landed upon the point to inspect and take 
away all that had been found. 

It is clear, hy the notice, that some time must have been employed; for we 
find that he landed, and then returned on board to write the notice. 

I am inclined to think, therefore, that at least 24 hours, if not more, 
was spent by Captain Ommaney and Lieutenant-commander Cator at' Cape 
Riley; and that a most minute examination, bringing to light more facts than 
we ourselves are aware of, but which will be fully detailed at Griffith's Island, 
was made at Cape Riley and Beechey Island. . 

I would now observe, that with regard to any hopes for the ensuing summer, 
and the prospect of obtaining additional, and, Heaven grant, happy information, 
from the vessels now in the Arctic seas, there appears to me two very favourable 
chances. 

These are by sending a ship through Lancaster Sound. always keeping her 
return passage open, and by a land journey down the Mackenzie. 

To see what are the chances on these two routes, I will briefly run over the 
last known facts connected with the Arctic squadron, and glance at their pro
bable position, say next J one. 

The last known facts were these.:-The "Assi6tance" and "Intrepid" were 
near Cape Hoth~m, among ice, but with apparent leads in vaJ:io~s directions, 
and,with a month of the usual working season still' before them. . '9,. 0 2 CaptaIn 
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Captain Ommaney was on his ,way ~o Cap~s, ~otham ~nd Wal~er, and ~vi
dently following up that part of Captam Austm S mstructIOns to hIm, referrmg 
to this. He had the knowledge of everything that is as yet known concerning' 
the Franklin Expedition. He knew where Penny was, and where at .least o~e 
of the Americans (the" Rescue") was; and he was aware that Captam Austm 
would soon be following upon his heels. He would probably (un~ess somethi~g 
very important was found at Cape Hotham to alter such mtentIOn) leave his 
full particulars on Griffith's Island, about the end of August. 

Captain Austin. w.as las~ heard of as havin&, gone to ~ond'~ Bay on the 17th 
of August, where It IS pOSSIble he may have.gamed some mt.e1~lgence from tho:e 
natives whose forsaken encampment I noticed when exammmg there. He, III 

all probability, was up at P~rt Leopold on. the 2~th, and on his .way wi~h the 
" Pioneer," towards Cape Riley, on the lllght ot the 25th, passmg us III the 
thick weather. He would at once make for Cape Hotham, and follow up the 
"Assistance," getting to Griffith's Island very likely about the same time, or 
soon after. 

:Hr. Penny was well iIi Wellington Channel, midway; he knew where the 
other vessels were, had spoken the "North Star," and, no doubt, from his 
proximity to the" Assistance," had communicated with and received intelligence 
from Captain Ommaney; but, while any llncertainty of Sir John Franklin's after
eourse existed, was pursuing his instructions, and making for the north-west to 
examine. 

The American, "Advance," was also acquainted with everything that is 
known. The" Rescue" was far up Wellington Channel on its eastern side, 
making (as Captain de Haven told me) northerly for the western regionR, and 
lIe himself southerly; both rejoining, as I believe, in the neighbourhood of 
Griffith's Island, where an examination would be made. The northerly and the 
southerly I speak of is, as I understood from him, the northern and the southern 
sides of the main channel leading to Melville Island. 

Thus the" Rescue" would examine Wellington Channel as far as necessary, 
and then proceed, as in Captain de Haren's notice, to Cape Hotham; and thence, 
by Griffith's Island, Byam Martin Island, &c.; while the" Advance" stood along 
by Cape Walker, and to the westward, uniting with her consort aO'ain in the 
neighbourhood of Banks Land. 0 

Sir John Ross was last off Admiralty Inlet, standing over to the northward, 
with the intention (as I cannot help suspecting) of examining some of the more 
northerly parts at the head of and around Baffin's Bay. 

The probable position of the Arctic squadron I would venture to suggest may 
be as follows :-

1. Captain Austin, in the "Resolute" and" Pioneer" say, somewhere west
south-westerly, between Cape 'Valker and Banks Land, probably near the 
latter. 

2. Captain Ommaney, in the "Assistance" and "Intrepid," say, Winter 
Harbour, Meh'ille Island. 

3. Mr. Penny, perhaps in unknown parts, north of or about Bathurst 
Island. 

4 .. The Americans, without wintering in a harbour, about Banks Land, 
either east or west. 

5. Sir John Ross, either through Jones' or Smith's Sound. 

Parties tbrown out to examine in the spring, say-

From Captain Austin, 

1. To communicate with or see if" Assistance" at'Vinter Harbour. 
2. To go due south from winter position. 
3. To go from Banks Land, probably under Lieutenant Osborn, according 

to his plan. 

From Captain Ommaney, 
1. To communicate with" Resolute." 
2. To examine northerly, and around :Melville Island. 
3. To proceed south-westerly from Melville Island. 

From 
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From Mr. Penny, 
1. To proceed westerly, and communicate with Melville Island. 
2. To search northerly, and around his winter position. 

The Ame.rica~s, if un~ble to l~lOve in their ships, making a determined push, 
by two parties. for the Coppermme and Mackenzie. 

~n June, !h~n, ~ may venture to surmise there will be four parties during 
sprmg exammmg, m a southerly and south-westerly direction, f1'Om the parallel 
of 74 degrees, and the neighbourhood of Banks Land, or thence to Cape 
Walker. 

Thus much, then, for the westerly portion of the Arctic regions at present 
discovered. 

For the eastern, four prominent places may be said to hold information: Port 
Leo.pold (possibly), Cape Riley (for " Resolute's" proceedino.s), Cape Hotham, 
and Griffith's Island; the last two more important than the others, and the latter 
of the two more important than al1. 

With regard to the route by the Mackenzie, it is probahle that the parties 
thrown out from the ships in "pring would either be still searching in June, or 
have left marks of their progress. Any new party then arri\'ing from England 
by that month, would no doubt effect a communication or gather tidings. The 
fluestion, however, is, could a party reach the Arctic sea by June? To this I 
can give no answer from any personal experience; but upon referring to 
.Lieutenant O,;born's plan, it seems probable that it might be done. 

Sir John Richardson left England March 25th, and by the 13th of September 
had reached Fort Confidence, after having gone down the Mackenzie and exa
mined the coast round Cape Bathurst to the Coppermine. If a party left 
England two months earlier, according to Lieutenant Osborn's plan, would it be 
possible to reach the Arctic sea in June? This question involves another: can 
a party travel in Northern America during any of the winter months? 

I find in reference to this, that Sir John Franklin, in his first land journey, 
left Cumberland House on the 18th of January, and arrived at Fort Chippewyan 
on the 26th of March; also, in the year 1836, Mr. Thomas Simpson left Fort 
Garry in Dec(:mber, and in 46 days arrived at Fort Chippewyan. 

This proves that a party could travel during the early part of the year; and 
supposing they left England on the 1st of February, the following route and 
dates might probably be accomplished: New York, February 15th; Buffalo, 
February 23d; Goderich, February 24th; Soulte St. Maire, March 1st; Fort 
William, March loth; Fort Garry, March 24th; Fort Chippewyan, April 24th; 
Slave River (last portage), ~lay 17th; Arctic sea, June loth. 

The party would then have July, August, and September to work in. 

As respects a communication via Lancaster Sound, I cannot help thinking it 
might be effected. 

It strikes me, therefore, with all submission to the 0pll1lOn of those whose 
experience and long attention to the subject better enable them to judge, that if 
.a small vessel of from 40 to 50 tons, schooner rigged, and equipped for a boat 
expedition, were to go out very early in the year from home, to take advantage 
of every opening that occurs in the ice, she would be ahle to reach Lancaster 
Sound at the commencement. of the summer. And supposillg the worst to be 
taken into consideration, and allowing the sound to be at that time impassable 
for ships, at once dispatch her boats to Griffith's Island, following up herself as 
,the ice permitted, in a similar manner to Commander Pullen's party. 

A few facts, permit me here, to glance at. 

The size of the vessel is no smaller than some of those employed by t.he old 
voyagers of the 16th and 17th centuries, if the tonuage then and now is the 
'Same. Baffin's little ship, it is well known, was only 55 tons, and he reached 
open water in lat. 75 deg. 40 min. on the 1st of July. 

97· Iu 

No. ] 2. 
Letter from 1\1 r. 
W. P. Snow to 
Captaill Hamilton, 
R. N. 

ride Arctic Re
turns, \: o. 1°7, 
~es'. l~:(),p. 131. 



]\"0. 1:2. 
1_t ttll' fn'In Mr. 
W. P. Snow to 
Captain Hamilton, 
n. !\. 

104 PAPERS AND CORRESPOi\DENCE RELATIVE TO THE 

In 18MI, according' to Dr. Scoresby, tl1.e " St. An?rew" whaler got into the 
west water on the 12th June, and CaptaIll Penny, III 1838, ~n the 13th .Tune. 
And in his " Franklin Expedition," page 56, the same ~uthortty ?bserves, that 
.. the northern and north-western parts of Baffin's Bay, wIth a conSIderable space 
within Lancaster Sound, may at the same time (termination of the spring of the 
year) be clear of ice." 

Again, a little craft of the kind and size I have named would be in no more 
dano'er than one 30 or 40 tons larger, and she would have the advantage that 
the e:. Prince Albert" possessed, of being enabled to run between any grounded 
bero's and the ~hore when examining, and also of making more rapid way 
thrgugh the ice, by taking every opportunity afforded by the smaller openings. 

The expense of such a vessel would not be much. If she were lost, the 105, 
would be of little importance. 

The object sought to be obtained could be effected by her as well as by a 
larger vessel, if intelligence from the Arctic squadron or their outposts be all 
that is desired. 

That suelJ intelligence may be obtained this summer j"" I venture to suggest, 
extremely possible, if considered necessary. 

That any intelligence from or of them is important i;, evident; for whu can 
tell whether those ships themselves may not get so blocked in that they cannot 
well get out? And how great, in such case, would be the value of our knowing 
what they have done and where they are. 'Vho can say that they may not now 
hayc got fast hold of the end of that chain, the beginning of which was found at 
Cape Riley! It is, therefore, with great respect that I venture to submit the 
plan I have llere mentioned. The details of that plan 1 shall feel much pleasllre 
ill forwarding, if called upon; but I may observe that my calculation makes 
1,200 l. sufficient for the outlay (wages excepted). The purchase of the Yessel, 
strengthening, store!:', and provisions included. 

Her crew to consist of one master, two mates, and six seamen; the master 
and four of the men forming the uoat party on arri "al at Lancaster Sound, or 
where el.~l' the ice stops the vessel in that part of the exploring ground. 

T,yo whale boats, one of them a gutta perch a, to accompany her; a cradle for 
the boat when un the ice, as a substitute for a sledge; a knapsack for each of 
the party; a staff', like a Swiss Alpine stock; and a board six or seven feet long, 
strong, but not heavy, to form part of the boat equipment. The staff is to hold 
horizontall~ w~en walking over the ice, thus proving a means of safety should 
an~ one USIng It fall through a narrow crack. The board is for the purpose of 
actlllg as a bridge, when coming to any opening in the ice, or rugged pieces 
that cannot be well leaped over; it should be like a knife-board, with a locker 
at .one end, <lnd lined at that end with gutta perch a underneath; a moveable 
:pIke should .also be affixed at each end, so that it might remain firm when act
lllg as the bndge; lanyards to be attached to the extremities. In travellinO' on 
the ice, this boar? could be ~ragged along very easily and without encumbe~ing 
anyone, by passlllg the lashlllg loosely round a man's shoulders. 

In conclusion,. I. have o~ly to observe, that should I be considered worthy of 
such honour I wIlhngly offer my l~uIl1ble services in assisting to carry out either 
of the plans I have n.amed, by takmg an active part therein. "'ere I permitted 
to take. charge of a lIttle vessel, such as I have described, I can only say that 
u~ceaslllg .labour and perseverance, with due attention to any commands I 
mIght receIve, would bed.e\'oted by me to the furtherance of the object in which 
I sho~ld be engaged. It. IS not for any man to say that success will crown his 
exertIOns, but I would 00 all that it is possible for man to do to achieve that 
HICCl'"" ; and should hope to prove that I was not undeserving of the honour and 
confidence bestowed upon me. 

Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, R. N. 

Secretary of the Admiraty. 

I have, &C. 
(signed) W. P. Snow. 
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MEMORANDUM left by Sir John Richardson, ;\1. D., C. B., with Captain Memorandum lefe 
T'T' . • I by Sir J. Richard-

COpy of a 

namzlton, R. N., Secret.ary of the Admll'alty. son, l\[.D.,C.B.,with. 

Admiralty, I<'ebruary 1851. 
THE rum our current of a party of white people being in the interior and cut 

off from the Russians by a hostile tribe, I consider to be altogether a fabrication. 
The Russians have all the tribes in the north-west corner of the Continent in 
subjection, and had so 15 years ago, before their posts were extended so far 
north and east as they are now, when they came very near the Hndson's Bay 
Company's posts. 

(signed) J.R. 

Captain Hamilton" 
R.N. 



ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS. 

COPIES or EXTRACTS of COIlllESPONDENCE on 

PROCEEDINGS of the BOARD of ADMIlIALTY; 

of h;STRUCTlO:-OS to OFHcERs,.in Her 
Majesty's Service; and of Correspondence, 

&c., from the U NITRD STATES, relative to 
the ARcTIc EXPEDITIONS. 

(Sir Robert Harry Inglis.) 

Ordel'ed, by The House of Commons. to be Prillttll, 

7 March 1851. 

[Price 2 s.] 

Y7· 
Under 20 Ot •. 
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