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Papers relating to the Arctic Reliei' Expedition. 

-No. 1.-

NARRATIVE of the PROCEEDINGS of Sir John Richardson on the Shores of 

the Polar Sea, between the Afacken::ie and Copper17linc Rivers; and INSTRUC. 

TIONS delivered by him to Dr. Rae. 

KARRATI,'E of Sir John RichardsOJl. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis­
sioners of the Admiralty, of my return from America in the Royal mail steamer 
" Cale::lonia." 

Having, as opportunities offered, sent you from time to time detailed accounts 
of the progress of the Arctic Searching Expedition under my command, I beg 
now to submit, for the consideration of their Lordships, a connected summary of 
the whole proceedings of the party up to this time; and also to report the 
organization of a detachment, under charge of Mr. Rae, to ensure the completion 
of the entire scheme of search comprehended in their Lordships' Instructions 
to me. 

On the 4th of June 1847, five seamen, 15 sappers and miners, with foul' 
boats, 15,800Ibs. of pemmican, and other provisions and stores, were embarked 
at Gravesend on board the Hudson's Bay Company's ships" Prince Rupert" and 
"Westminster." The arrival of these ships at York Factory was later than 
usual, and some of the expedition stores still remained on board on tbe 10th of 
September; but Chief Trader Bell, of the Hudson's Bay Company, who now took 
charge of the party, considered it imprudent to wait longer for their landing. At 
this date, therefore, lIe commenced his voyage into the interior, taking with him, 
in addition to the English boats and their crews, a large batteau, with sixteen 
Canadian voyageurs, and the stores necessary for building a winter residence, pro~ 
viding for the fisheries, and equipping and paying Indian hunters. 

Owing to the extreme dryness of the summer, the rivers were uncommonly 
low, and the boats being- therefore unable to carrv more than two-thirds of theil' 
ordinary load, it was necessary to leave a consid~raule quantity of pemmican at 
York Factory to be forwarded inland, with the additional supplies next summfr. 
The difficulties which Mr. Bell encountered, as well from the lowness of the waters 
as from the very early setting in of winter, were great; his progress, consequently, 
,;as slow, and he was finally arrested by the freezing of the lakes, six days' march 
snort of his intended winter quarters at Cumberland House. 

He immediately housed the boats, constructed a store-house for the reception 
of the provisions and other packages, established fisheries, and as soon as sledges 
could be made, accompanied the bulk of the party on snow shoe~ through the 
woods to Cumberland House.' 

At that place, and at Beaver Lake, about 60 miles further to the northward, 
the men were supported through the winter by the fisheries, hut at Cedar Lake. 
where the boats \\ere laid up, the fishing was unproductive, and tlH"rc was, con­
se.quently, an unforeseen consumption of pemmican by the boat .. keepers, and the 
Wives and children of three of the 'Voyageurs who could not travel over tl~e snow 
to. Cumberland House. This deficit of pemmican was fully made up dunng the 
WlDter by the exertions of the Hudson's Bay Company's officers on the upper 
portion of Saskatchewan. Mr. Bell made winter journeys to Cedar Lake, and 
ea:ly in the spring sent carpenters down to put the "boats in re.pair, so that eyery. 
thl~g was ready for the resumption of the voyage on the breaklOg up of the flvers, 
which took place in the beginning of June 1848. . , 

On the 25th of March 1848, Mr. Rae and I left LIverpool III the North 
American mail steamer" Hibernia," landed a fortnight afterwards at New York, 
and proceeded by way of the Hudson and Lake Champlain to l\lol)treaJ, where we 

1 oj. . . A found 
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found waiting for us 16 Canadian vO./Jageurs, forming the cr~ws of two cano;!! 
provided by Sir George Simpson, Govel'Dor o~ th~ ,Hudson s . Bay Company s 
territories. Our route lay through Lakes Ontano, Ene.' .St. Claire and H~ron to 
Sault St. Marie, where we were detained some days waltmg for the breaklD~ up 
of the ice on Lake Superior. When the lake opened we resumed our voyage to 
Fort William and from thence to Rainy Lake, the Lake of the Woods and Lake 
Winipeo- wh~re we were aO'ain stopped for some days by the ice, but having at 
length ~~cceeded in breaking our way through, we entered the Saskatchewan 
River on the 9th of June, and on the 15th reached Cumberland House. Here 
we learned that Mr. Bell had set out a fortnight previously, but had been detained 
by ice in Beaver Lake for four days. We followed him with diligence through 
Beaver Lake, Churchill River. Isle a la Crosse, Buffalo and Methy Lakes to 
Methy Portage, where we overtook him on the 20th of June 1848. 

With the assistance of the voyageUl's from Montreal, the hoats and stores 
were transported, on the men's shoulder~, across the Portage in eight days; this 
laborious proccedino- having been rendered necessary by the death of the whole of 
the horses usually ;mployed there. The two canoes, with their crews, were sent 
back to Canada. 

On the 15th of July, having reached the last portage on Slave River, three 
boats were arranged for the sea voyage, with full loads of pemmican and able 
crews, consisting in the aggregate of 18 men. :\Ir. Rae and I embarked in 
them, tv proceeJ with all speed to the mouth of the Mackenzie, leaving Mr. Bell 
with the remainder of the party and two boats containing the stores for winter 
use, with directions to make the best of his way to Great Beal' Lake, to establish 
a fishery at its \rest end, near the site of Fort Franklin, for the convenience of 
the sea party, ill the event of its having to retul'D up the Mackenzie; and lastly, 
having traversed the lake to its northern extremity, to erect dwelling-houses and 
store-houses near the influx of Dease River, and to carryon fisheries at such 
suitable places as he should discover in the neighbourhood. He was also instructed 
to despatch James Hope (a Cree Indian belong-ing to his party, who had been 
formerly employed in the Expedition, under Messrs. Dease and Simpson. and 
knew the country well), together with a native hunter of the district, to the banks 
of the Coppermine in the beginning of September, there to hunt till the 20th of 
the month, and look out diligently for the arrival of the boats. 

On my way to the sea I landed three bags of pemmican at Fort Good Hope, 
the lowest of the Company's posts on the ~lackenzie, for the use of any party 
from Sir James Ross's ships, 01' from the" Plover," which might reach that esta­
blishment, ancl I likewise deposited one case of the same article, with several 
memoranda and letters at Point Separation. which forms the apex of the delta of 
the Mackenzie, marking the locality in the manner agreed upon. 

'Ve reached the sea on the 4th of August, and had an interview with about 
300 Esquimaux, who were collected to meet us, having been apprised of our 
coming by signal fires lighted by their hunting parties on the hills skirtinO' the 
river. The distance from Point Encounter, where we met this party, to the ~outh 
of the Coppermine River, including the larger inflections of the coast line, is 
upwards of 800 miles; and as we had almost constantly head winds, we rowed 
along, near the shore, landing at least twice a day to cook, occasionally to hunt, 
for the most part at night to sleep on shore, and often to look out from the hio-h 
capes. Our communications with parties of Esquim'lllX assembled on the head­
lands to hunt whales, or scattered in parties of two or three alono' the coast in 
pursuit of reindeer and waterfowl, were fl·equent. They came off t~ us with con. 
fidence, an,d through the medium of our excellent Esquimaux Albert, who spoke 
good Engltsh, we were able to converse with them readily. They invariably told 
us that no ships had p~sed, .and were rejo~ced to learn by our inquiries that there 
was a prospect of t.helr see~ng more \~hlte men on their shores. Up to Cape 
Bath~rst, or for ab?ut one.-thmJ of the dIstance between the Mackenzie and Cop­
permme, t?e EsqUlmaux mformed us that for six weeks of summer, or as they 
expre~sed .It, for the g~eater part of two moons, during which they were chiefly 
occupied 10 the pursUIt of whales, they never saw any ice. 

\Ve found an Esquimaux family encamped on the extremity of Cape Bathurst, 
but as near to that place as we could effect a landino- without observation we 

d . I ~, 
erecte a signa post, and buried a case of pemmican; and we made a similar 
deposit, marked by a pile of painted stones, on the extremity of Cape Parry. 

After 
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After rounding the latter cape we obf:erved, for the first time on the voyage, 
floes of drift ice, which became the more numerous as we approached Dolphin 
and Union Strait; and in this part of the coast we saw no Esquimaux, though we 
found a few recent traces of their hunting parties. 

On the 22d of August we had a strong gale of westerly wind, before which we 
ran under sail for some hours, but it speedily augmented to a violent storm, and 
we were compelled to provide for the safety of the boats by runnins among the 
ice, loosely packed on Point Cockburn. During' the night much ice drifted past, 
and in the morning we found ourselves hemmed in by dense pal:ks, extending as 
far as the eye could reach. Up to this time the weather had been of the usual 
summer temperature of that region, but it now became very cold, and we had 
continual frosts, with frequent snow storms, during the remainder of our stay on 
the coast. By keeping clOf;e to the beach in places where the shallowness of the 
water kept off the larger pieces of ice, by cutting passages for the boats where the 
packs abutted against the rocks, by dragging the boats over the smoother floes, 
and by making portages along the shore, according to circumstances, "ith the 
aid of occasional spaces of open water, we succeeded, with much labour, in making 
our way to a bay between Capes Hearne and Kendall by the end of the month. 
I had previously thought it advisable to abridge the labour of the crews, by leaving 
one boat, with its cargo of pemmican, on the north side of Cape Krusenstern ; 
and by the time we came near Cape Kendall the two remaining boats were 
scarcely seaworthy, having been much cut by the young ice which now bound the 
floes together. The ground was covered with snow, no open water was visible 
from the highest capes, and the winter appeared to have set in with rigour. I 
found myself, therefore, reluctantly compelled to abandon the boats, and to pro­
secute the journey to our winter residence on Great Bear Lake by land. The 
pemmican and ammunition were carefully concealed for future use, the boats were 
hauled up on the beach, and the party directed to prepare for the march. The 
baggage, consisting of 13 days' provisions, cooking utensils, hatchets, astronomical 
instruments, a few books, the ammunition, two nets, with several setting lines, 
Halkett's portable boat, a package of dried plants, my bedding, and a few ~rticles 
of clothing, were distributed by lot. Each man carried, in addition to his assigned 
load, his own blanket, mocassins, and such articles of clothing as he chose. All 
were furnished with snow shoes. Mr. Rae carried the greatest part of his own 
bedding and spare clothing. 

We set out on the 3d of September, and on the following day came to an 
encampment of Esquimaux. They cheerfully ferried us across the mouth of a 
wide river, which I named the Rae. We afterwards crossed the Richardson in 
Lieutenant Halkett's boat, and following the line of the Coppermine, and of its 
tributary, the Kendall, we gained a branch of Dease's River; and on the thirteenth 
day reached our destined quarters at }<'ort Confidence. Our march through 
half frozen swamps or over hills covered with snow was necessarily toilsome; 
but by keeping as much as possible in the river valleys, we had to pass only 
on~ night without firing for the purposes of cl)okery. In a thick fog, during 
which. we ~ere able to proceed in the proper direction by compass, James Hope 
and hiS Indian companion, who had been despatched by Mr. Bell to meet us, 
lost their way, and so missed us; but 011 coming to our trail on the Kendall, 
they perceived that we had passed, and returned to Fort Confidence two days after 
our arrival there. 

~n the voyage between the Mackenzie and Coppermine, I carefully executed 
their Lordships' instructions with respect to the examination of the coast line, and 
~ec~me fully convinced that no ships had passed within view of the mainland. It 
IS, mdeed, nearly impossible that they could have done so unobserved by some of 
the n~merous parties of Esquimaux on the ,look-out for whal~s. 'Ve were, mO.re­
over, I~formed by the Esquimaux of Back s Inlet, that the Ice had be~n. pressIng 
on their shore nearly the whole summer, and its closely packed condition when 
we le~t it, on the 4th of September, made it highly improbable that it would open 
for ship navigation later in the season. 

I regretted extremely that the state of the ice prevented me from crossing ~o 
WolIaij~on, Land, and thus completing in one season the whole. sch~me of theIr 
Lordships instructions. The opening between Wollaston and VIctOrIa Lands ~as 
al~'ays appeared to me to possess great interest, for throllgh it the floo? tide 
eVidently sets into Coronation Gulf divcro-ing to the westward by the Dolphm and 
Union Strait, and to the eastward 'round Cape Alexander. By the 5th clause .~f 
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Sil' John F'ranklin's instructions, he is directed to steer south-we.st~ard fr0!ll Cape 
Walker, which would lead him nearly in the direction of the straIt In questlO~. If 
Sir John found Barrow's Strait as open as when Sir.Edward Parry passed It .on 
four previous occasions, I am co~vin~ed that (complymg exactly as he could ~Ith 
his instructions and without lookmg mto the Welhngton Sound, or other openmgs 
either to the s~uth or north of Barrow's Strait) he pushed directly west to Cape 
Walker and from thence south-westwards. If so, the ships were probably shut 
up in s~me of the passages between ~ictoria, Banks's, and vyoll.aston'~ Lands. 
This opinion, which I have advocated m my former communt~atlOn~, IS rather 
strengthened by the laborious journeys of Sir James Ross havmg dIsclosed no 
traces of the missing ships. 

Being apprehensive that the boats I left o~ t.he coast would be J:>ro~en up by 
the Esquimaux, and being, moreover, of .0pmlOn that the. exammatlOn o~ ~he 
opening in question might be safely and efficIently performed I~ the only re~amtng 
boat I had fit for transport from Bear Lak~ to the Coppermme, I deter~l~ned to 
entrust this important service to :\Ir. Rae, who volunteered, and whose ablhty and 
zeal in the cause I cannot too hiCThlv commend. He selected an excellent crew, 
all of them experienced voyageur:' a~d capable ?f finding ~heir way bac~ to Bear 
Lake without guides, should any unforeseen aCCIdent depnve them of theIr leader. 
In the month of March (1849) a sufficient supply of pemmican and other necessary 
stores, with the equipments of the boat, were transported over the snow on dog 
sledges, to a navigable part of the Kendall River, and left there untler the charge 
of two men. As soon as the Dease broke up in June, Mr. Rae would follow with 
the boat, the rest of the crew and a party of Indian hunters, and would descend the 
Coppermine River about the middle of July, at which time the sea generally 
hegins to break up. He would then, as soon as possible, cross from Cape 
Krusenstern to Wollaston Land, and endeavour to penetrate to the northward, 
erecting signal columns, and making deposits on conspicuous headlands, and 
especially on the north shore of Banks's Land, should he be fortunate enough to 
attain that coast. He was further instructed not to hazard the safety of his party 
by remaining too long on the north side of Dolphin and Union Strait, and to be 
guided in his movements by the season, the state of the ice, and such intelligence 
as he might obtain from the Esquimaux. He was, moreover, directed to report 
his proceedings to their Lordships immediately on his return, and should his 
despatches experience no delay on the route, they may be expected in England in 
April or May next. He was also requested to engage one or more families of 
Indian hunters to pass the summer of 1850 on the banks of the Coppermine 
River, to be ready to assist any party that may direct their course that way. 

With respect to the recommendation of additional measures in furtherance of 
the humane views of their Lordships, it is necessary to take into account the time 
for which the Discovery Ships were provisioned. Deer migrate over the ice in the 
spring, from the main shore to Victoria and Wollaston Lands, in large herds, and 
return in the autumn. These lands are also the breeding places of vast flocks of 
snow geese; so that with ordinary skill in hunting, a large supply of food might 
be procured 011 their shores in the months of June, July and AUCTuSt. Seals are 
also numerous in those seas, and are easily shot, their curiosity r~lde!'ing them a 
re~dy prey to a boat party. In these ways and by fishing, the stock of provisions 
might be greatly ~ugmented. And we have the recent example of Mr. Rae, who 
passed a severe ~mter on the very barren shores of Repulse Bay, with no other 
fuel than the WIthered tufts of a herbaceous andromeda and maintained a 
numerous party on the spoils of the chase alone for a whole y~ar. Such instances 
forbid us to lose. hope. Should ~ir John Franklin's provisions become so far 
redu~ed as to be ma.deq~ate to a wmter's co~sumption, it is not likely that he would 
remam longe~ by hIS ShipS, but rather that m one body, or in several, the officers 
an~ crews, With boats cut down so as to be light enough to drag over the ice, or 
bUilt expressly for that purpose, would endeavour to make their way eastward to 
Lancaster Sound, or southwards to the mainland according to the lonCTitude in 
which ,the ships were arre~ted. I would then beg l~ave to suggest that the Hudson's 
Bay C0l1l:pany be authonze~ and re9uested to promise liberal rewards to Indians 
and ~sqUlmaux who ~ay relIeve whIte men entering their lands. Some parties of 
EsqUImaux frequeotlDg the coast to the westward of the Mackenzie are in the 
habit of pass~ng the w~nter in the vicinity of the Hudson's Bay Company's post 
00 ~he.~at RIver ~a tributary of the Peel), and might be interested in the cause 
by JUdlClOUS promises. The Russian Fur Company have a post on the Yucan or 

Colville, 
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Colvi11e, which falls into the Arctic Sea about midway between the Mackenzie 
and Behring's Straits, and through their officers similar offers mi!lht be made to 
the western Esquimaux. We know from the Narrative of Sir John Franklin's 
discovery of that coast, and also from the subsequent voyage of Messrs. Dease 
and Simpson, that the Esquimaux who frequent the estuary of the Mackenzie 
meet those from Point Barrow, at an intermediate point, for the purposes of 
barter; and in this way intelligence of any interesting occurrence is conveyed 
along the coast. The Russia~ post on the Colville receives its supplies from a 
post in Norton Sound, wh.ere.lt would be easy f~r any vessel b?und to Behrin~'s 
Straits to land a commUl1lcatlOn. Mr. Rae, havmg been appomted to the charge 
of the Mackenzie River fur districts, will give a proper direction to the efforts of 
Indian hunters in that quarter. 

As it is thought by some, whose opinion I highly value, that the Discovery 
Rhips may have penetrated to the westward in so high a latitude as not to come 
within sight of the mainland, I may further suggest the desirableness of the ex­
amination of the western coasts of Banks's and Parry's Islands; but as this would 
require a ship expedition by way of Behring's Straits, I must leave the discussion 
of the practicability of such a scheme to the able executive officers who have 
navigated the Northern Seas. 

Having thus, Sir, in a more diffuse manner than is usual in an official letter, 
but in accordance with my sense of the deep interest felt on the subject, not only 
by My Lords Commissioners, but by the nation at large, and I may add by the 
whole civilised world, recapitulated the proceedings of the Expedition, and 
detailed my opinions, I have only t0 add, that after the return of M ,'. Rae and 
myself from the coast in September 1848, we devoted our leisure during tlle 
winter to observations on the mag'netic intensity and force, with the uniplar 
magnetometer, and Dr. Lloyd's inclinometer, and kept hourly registers for 
fourteen hours each day of the declinometel', barometer, thermometer and "ind 
vane. 

In the beginning of May 1849, Mr. Bell and I, taking with us all the Euro­
peans of the party then remaining at thp fort, and such of the Canadians as were 
not to be employed with Mr. Rae on his summer expedition, crossed Great Bear 
Lake on the ice, and when the navigation opened in June, ascended the Mackenzie, 
and retraced my outward route. We were "topped by ice on Great Slave Lake 
till the lIth of July. On reaching Methy Portage, MI'. Bell resumed his dutie" 
in the Company's service, and I proceeded with the party to Norway Hou~e, 
where I discharged the Canadians, whose term of engagement had expired, and 
sent the seamen and sap pel's and miners to York Factory, there to embark in 
~he Company's ship buund for England. I then continued my voyage to (~anada 
m a canoe, and after passing two days at l\lontreal with Sir George Simpson ill 
examining the charges for supplies furnished to the Expedition, pl'ocpeded to 
Boston for embarkation in the mail steamer. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Rich(f7'(/SOll, Medical Inspector, 

Commanding the Arctic Searching' Expedition. 

To the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
&c. &c. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Fort Confidence, Great Bear Lake, 
Sir, May 5, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to enc1ose, for the information of .My Lords Commi~sioners 
of th.e Admiralty, a copy of the Memorandum which I have issued to Mr. Rae, 
for hIS guidance in search of the Discovery Ships during the ensuing summer. 
Several reasons have combined to induce me to delegate this duty to Mr. Rae, in 
preference to endeavouring to execute it in person; and I hope that a consideration 
of them will induce their Lordships to approve of my having done so. 
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In the first place, no one can be better qualified than 1\1 r. Rae for Ih is service, by 
experience, judgment, zeal and physical endowments. In the next pl~ce, the men 
"'!Jo have volunteered are mostly natives of the country;. and havmg all been 
trained in the service of the Hud~on's Bay Company, they YIeld a more ready a~d 
cheerful obedience to the Company's officers than to any others. And lastly, m 
respect to economy, this arrangement is preferable to any oth:r one that I have 
the means of making. The wages of tbe European party are hIgher than. those of 
the men that have volunteered; and had they been employed on this ;ervlCe, t~ey 
could not have returned to England before October or November 18;)0, to whIch 
time their wages would have run on. Should the next sum~er be even moderately 
favourable, I trust Mr. Rae will be able to return to .tlllS place by the end of 
August, 01' very early in September, to remove everythmg across the ~ak~, and 
to send the men sufficiently far southwards before the close of the navIgatIOn, to 
enable them to reach the Depot at Norway House in June, wilen, agreeably to 
the practice of the country, theil' engagements te:mi~ate. 

As Great Bear Lake is not open for the navIgatIOn of boats before August, 
four of the eiO'ht men who form Mr. Rae's party must have remained here till 
that time, to t;ansport the instrum,ents and stores to the Mackenzie, even.suPP?sing 
that the intended summer excursIOn had not been necessary; so that, III pomt of 
fact, the additio:1a1 expense to be incurred in completing this part of the scheme 
of search comprehended in my instructions, is the wages of four men for one year. 
Mr. Rae is appointed by the Governor and Council of the Company to the charge 
of the J\1 ackenzie River district, and will assume the duties of that situation un 
reachinO' that river. The provisions for the party during the summer, and for 
their v~yage southward to some proper fishing station in autumn, are already 
laid up. 

Should Mr. Rae succeed in exploring the passage between Victoria and Wol­
laston Lands, and the opening to the westward of North Somerset have been 
examined by the steam launches attached to Sir James Ross's ships, these being 
the only connecting straits between the western prolongation of Lancaster Sound 
and the channel which washes the continental shores, it is clear that from the 
Mackenzie eastward the search for the Discovery Ships along the coasts of the 
mainland will have been complete. And as all the Esquimaux we met at the 
mouth of the Mackenzie, and along the coast to Cape Bathurst, agreed in reporting 
that they had seen no ships, we cannot but conclude that Sir John Franklin had 
not succeeded in fiuding a passage to the westward. 

There is another point on which I beg IC'lve to say a few words. It may 
appear to their Lordships, considering the casualties incident to such Expeditions, 
unsafe to senJ only one officer un such a service; but, constructed as Mr. Rae's 
pariy is, I have no apprehensions on this score for their safety, even supposinO' 
that their leader should unfortunately meet with some accident. All the party 
have been for a length of time in the Company's service, are acquainted with all 
the expedients for mitigating the severity of the climate, and are more or less 
accustomed to note landmarks, and find their way for 10nO' distances bv routes 
that they have once traversed. SOllie of them are hunter~; one of the'm is an 
active and intelligent EsqlJimaux, who is habituated to an ice-incumbered sea' and 
two are Cree India,ns, as skilful as the native inhabitants of these land~ in retr~cing 
the way back to .(Jrea! Bear L.ake. The el?er of these Crees is engaged as guide 
for t,he Coppermllle ~lvel" hav.mg accompamed Dease and Simpson in their voyage 
of dl,s.covery, and belllg acqualllted \1 ith all the rapids. 

"\, Ith respect to the party who are to return to EnO'land this season the majority 
of them wintered at Big Island, in Great Slave Lake, and, as I hav~ lately learnt, 
have had abundance,of fish: Three others were sent, fonr days ago, across the 
lake to Fort Franklm, a dIstance of 160 miles; and Mr. Bell and I with the 
remaining sapper and miner, intend to follow them on the 7th instant: Winter 
is still ill full vigour here, the temperature sinking at night to ten or more 
degrees below. zero, and the snow not being sensibly diminished; but we expect 
to find the sprmg thaw advanced at the other end of the lake and to be able to 
descend Bear Lake ~iver by open water early in June. Great Slave Lake 
generally becomes naVIgable about the end of that month, and I hope to conduct 
all tbe J?arty to NorwaY,Ho~se, o~ the way to York Factory, time enough to 
embark III the Company s ShIP, whICh leaves that place for EnO'land generally in 
September. It is my intention to return homewards by way ~f Canada, that I 

may 
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may examine the accounts against the Government, at the Company's establish­
ment at Lachine, to which place they have been forwarded from the several 
interior posts. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(signed) John Riclwrils(l1!, 
Commanding Arctic Searching Expedition. 

To the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
&c. &c. 

Fort Confidence, Great Bear Lake, 
(Memorandum.) May 1, 1849. 

As in the prosecution of the scarc!1 for traces of the Discovcry Ships under 
command of Sir John Franklin, the continental coast line hetween the Mackenzie 
and Coppermine Rivers has been carefully examined, the only part of my instruc­
tions not yet complied with, is the exallJination of the adjoining shores of vVol­
laston and Victoria Lands, which the state of the ice in Dolphin and Union 
Straits rendered inapproachable last autumn. That these two lands are separated 
from each other by a strait lying between the lllth and 113tll meridian~, is 
rendered almost certain by a consideration of the direction of the flood tide, which, 
on the west side of these parallels, sets to the westward til rough Dolphin ami 
Union Straits, and to the eastward of thellJ, sets to the eastward towards Cape 
Alexander; coming, we must condude, from the northward between the lands in 
<Juestion: for the survey by Messrs. Dease and Simpson has shown that the coast 
of Victoria Land is continuous up to the III th parallel; and the lattel" gentleman 
records his opinion, that much of the heavy drift ice that encumbers Coronation 
Gulf descends from the north between these lands. 

The exploring of the shores of this straii is of much importance in the search 
for the Discovery Ships, for the folloll ing reasons :-Sir John Franklin was 
directed to steer to the S. W. after he had passed Barrow's Straits, a course which 
would lead him to the strait in question, and he would be deterred from at­
tempting a direct westerly course by the circumstance of Sir Edward Parry 
having found that route impracticable for two successive seasons. Should there 
be several islands between Wollaston and Banks's Lands, and the channels between 
them be intricate, it is not unlikely that the ships may have been shut up therein 
by ice. It was the intention of Sir James Ross, in the event of his reaching" 
Winter Harbour last year, to send a party across the ice this spring to pass 
between Victoria and "r alias ton Lands towards Cape Krusenstern and the 
Coppermine River. To co-operate with that party and to aid it with provisions, 
or supply its place, should circumstances have prevented its being sent, it is 
expedient that a party should go from hence, and as you and a party of men have 
volunteered for this service, I hereby, in virtue of t.he clause of my instructions 
which authorizes me to detach you and a party of volunteers under your command, 
appoint you to this duty. You are therefore to descend the Coppermine H.iver, 
and as soon as the sea opens in July, are to proceed to ex plore the strait in 
question, endeavouring to communicate with any parties of ES<Juimaux you may 
meet with on Wollaston or the neighbouriug islands. Should you reach the 
northern coast of Banks's Land, you are there to erect a pile of stones, and deposit 
a memorandum of your object and proceedings at tbe distance of 10 feet from its 
base, marking that side of the pile with a broad arrow in red or white paint. 
You are also to erect similar piles, and deposit in the same manner memoranda 
for the guidance of the party detached by Sir James Ross, on conspicuous head­
lands, when vou can do so without materially delaying your progress. Should 
you discover- any piles erected by that party, and learn from the memoranda 
deposited near them that the strait has been sufficiently explored down to that 
place, you are to proceed no further in that direction; and you are .at li~erty to 
use your own judgment in deviating from this route, if, from i~~ormatlOn gIVen. by 
the Esquimaux, or obtained from other sources, you are of opmlOn that the ships, 
or part of their crews, may be found in another direction. 

Having the fullest confidence in your judgment, experience ~nd prudence, 
I shallllot name a period to your advance, further than by requestlllg you not to 
hazard the safety of the party entrusted to your care, by delaymg your return too 
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long. The last season furnishes a strong instance of the early date at which the 
winter occasionally sets in in these seas.. " 

Having performed this service, or prosecuted It as far as practicable, with a due 
regard to the safety of your party, you are ~o return with all speed to F~rt. Con­
fidence, and embarking without delay the mstruments and stores remammg at 
that post to proceed forthwith to Fort Simpson. Such of the stores as are useful 
to the C~mpany are to be valued and handed over to them, and the instruments 
are to be forwarded to England, addressed to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 
The men are to be sent to winter at some fishing station sufficiently to the south. 
ward to ensure their early arrival at Norway House next spring'; and you are 
to direct them to be furnished with nets, that they may provide for their own 
sustenance durinO' the winter, with as little expense to the Government as 

" possible. . 
Immediately on your return from the coast, you are to commumcate an account 

of your proceedings to the Secretary of the . Admir~lty, for the informa~ion of 
their Lordships; and you are also to transmit to hun a chart of any hitherto 
unexplored coasts or straits you may discover, as soon as you have had leisur~ to 
construct it. 

Given under my hand, at Fort Confidence, 1st l\Iay 1849. 

(signed) John Richardson, 
John Rae, Esq. Commanding Arctic Searching Expedition. 

My Dear Rae, Lake Winipeg, August 19, 1849. 

A s I learn from the newspapers which I have just read, and which I shall 
forward for your perusal, that Sir James Ross did not reach Barrow's Strait till 
after the 28th of Augu'>t, and that it is probable that he may have been arrested 
short of his intended wintering quarters at Melville Island or Banks's Land, and 
could not consequently send off his proposed spring party to the Coppermine 
River this season, I consider it likely that he may determine on sending that 
party next spring; and if so, by the present arrangements they will, on their 
arrival at Great Bear Lake, find Fort Confidence deserted. 

I therefore think it important that you should engage either the Chief of some 
party, or two expert hunters, to pass the months of June and July 1850. on 
the portage between Bear Lake and the Coppermine River, promising them 
a handsome reward if they render any assistance to the expected white party, 
and paying them such moderate sums, in addition to a full supply of ammuni­
tion, as may content them for spending the summer on such excellent hunting 
grounds. 

You will have no difficulty in engaging either Martin Lake or Bear Lake 
Indians for this service; and there is abundance of time, after the arrival of the 
March packet, for them to reach Fort Confidence long before the snow begins 
to melt. 

I will thank you to furnish the Indians with five or six memoranda in water­
proof cases, with directions to plant them in conspicuous places at the mouth of 
the Kendall, Fletis Station, 1'ort Confidence, and elsewhere . 
. These pre~autio.ns may pr?ve to be unnecessary, as Ross's party will most 

likely, early 1Il their march, discover some of your landmarks, and learn, by the 
notes you have left, your intention uf quitting Fort Confidence this season, and 
the:e~pon tu.rn back to the ship. But, at a small expense, if the Indians carry 
~helr mstructlOns out fully, they will save the party from having to make the long 
Journey round Dear Lake without assistance, • 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) John Richardson. 

E 
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NARRATIVE of the PROCEEDINGS of Captain Kellett, of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Herald," and Commander ~7I1oore and Lieutenant Pullell, of Her Maje;ty's 
Sloop" Plover," through Behrin.r/s Straits, and towards the Mouth of the 
Macken::ie River. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Herald," 
Sir, l\"ovember 22, 1849. 

HEREWITH I have the honour to transmit, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a circumstantial account of my proceedings since 
leaving Oahu on the 19th of May last. 

Passing to the southward of Oneehow and Lissiansky Island, and close to the 
position of Byen's and Morrell's Islands, without meeting with either of the two 
latter, we sighted Karnschatka, at 6 a rn. on the 22d of June: there we picked 11 p 
a fresh gale off the land, which ran me within a mile of Cape Gavarea, and left me 
in a dead calm. J\Iy position would have been critical had I not found at this 
distance bottom in 30 fathoms. 

At daylight three ships were in sight off the Point of Petropaulski, the mirage 
transforming them into every imaginable shape. With light variable winds, 
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OIl' Pttropauiski. 

assisted by our boats, and a slight northerly current, we reached an anchorage in Anchored in {'n-

the entrance, in 15 fathoms, by 7 p. m. trance of A-'D.I,I,,, 

This voyage occupied 35 days, and was only remarkable for the lightness of Bay. 
the winds, the fineness of the weather, and the almost entire absence of fog, twenty-
four hours never having elapsed without having obtained observations, either hy 
day or night, for the position of the ship. 

The three vessels we had noticed proved to be American whale ships that had 
also towed into an anchorage. I boarded one of them, and learned that they had 
left the port the day before, but having lost some men, bad returned to pick them 
up. From this vessel I also learned that the" Plover" had not been to PetI'O­
paulski, but that a report was current of a vessel having' wintered somewhere to 
the northward. ' 

This information determined me to goo to the anchorage with the ship, if I could 
do so without loss of time, getting at the same time two boats ready (0 proceed 
there and obtain information, in case it should continue calm. 

The wood at this port is excellent, the water easily obtained, and the best I have 
ever tasted. At Chamisso Island, to have taken in the same quantity of water 
I did here, would have cost me days for hours. 

Awatska R,v. 

A fine northerly breeze springing up at midnight, although foul, I weighed 
with the ship, shortly after despatching the boats. The wind freshened with the 
tide in our favour, and we came to at 7 a. m., in OUI' former anchorage ofr the 
watering-place. 
. In our passage up, the masters of the American vessels came on board to gain Entered the I",r­

mformation relative to Behrino-'s Straits, whither they were bound; they informed Dour of l'~tlU­
me that at least 20 American ~esl'lels would pass through those straits thi" year, paulski. 

in consequence of the success of one of their vessels last season. The master of 
the successful vessel appears to have been an enterprising man; he had a roving 
commission from his owner, but having been unsuccessful in the Japanese Seas, 
~nd reading in Captain Beechey's voyage of the number of whales he had seen 
m the Arctic Sea, he determined to go there; he did so, and succeeded, entering 
the straits with a clear ship, and returning about six weeks after, with 4,000 
barrels. 

The Governor at Petropaulski had not heard of a vessel having wintered to the 
northward, nor could he inform me from what source such a report could have 
sprung. 

I found lying here the Royal Thames Yacht Club schooner" Nancy Dawson," 
oWI1~d and commanded by a Mr. Shedden, formerly a mate in the Royal. Navy. 
He mformed me that his object in coming here was to go throu~~ the straIts, and 
as far north as possible, in search of Sir John Frank lin's Expedltl?n : he \\ as la,st 
from J:Iong Kong, having touched at the Loo Choo Islands. She IS well fOllnd III 

proviSIOns, stol'es and instruments: her crew were entered at Hong Kong (the 
107. B greater 
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Narra~v:' o~Pro- greater part of them Americans) ; they appear to be a most disorganized se.t of men. 
ceedillgs of Capt. Mr. Shedden offered to place his vessel at my disposal, and appeared anxIOus that 
Kellett Cnmmancler I h ld d ffi b·1 h' ~I 'd L' t s ou .sen an 0 eer on oaru 1m. 
Pu~f:~: an leu. By 7 p. m. we had completed our water (having obtained 35 tons), and by 

Sailed from Petro­
paulski. 

Grounded on the 
rocks of Pinnacle 
Point, iu Awatska 
Bay. 
Floated again. 

10 p.m. had taken on board as much wood as we could stow. 

June 25.-At 6 a. m. weighed in a calm, and towed out from the a~chorage. 
Got a light wind from the southward, bringing with it a fog. t.hough stll! nntso 
thick out that both sides of the entrance could be seen. Contmued beatlOg out. 
In makinO" a stretch over to the eastern shore from Babouski Island, the fog closed 
down ove~ the rocks, and deceived me as to their distance; I hove the ship in stays 
with the greatest confidence, but the whirls of the tide made ber slack, and shot 
her on to the rocks, before I had time to bring up with an anchor. 

The stream anchor and cable was laid out, and hove taut, and at 2. lOp. m. the 
ship was hove off into deep water, having been nearly three hour.s on .shore ~ for­
tunately, the water at the time wa<; glassy smooth, so th~t the shlp laid perfec~ly 
quiet, until a short time before getting off, when she lIfted, and stl";lck heavily 
by the bow two or three times, bringing away on each occasion small pleces of her 
false keel. The ship made no water, and I did not consider her much damaged. 
Remained at anchor during the night. 

June 26.-9 a.m. weighed with a light S. E. wind, but was obliged to anchor 
again in a very exposed position, near the Island of Staritchkoo, it being a calm, 
with a cUJ'rent setting directly on sbore. A thick fog and dead calm during the 
night. Quantities of fish and crabs were caught at this position. 

June 27.-At 10 a.m. we weigbed with a light N.E. wind, which took us 
clear of the shoals off the entrance, and almost immediately we entered a dense 
fog. 

Struggling with light variable winds and fogs, we did not pass Bhering's Island 
until the 2d of July. On the morning of the 13th we passed the carcass of a 
dead whale, and in the forenoon another; shortly afterwards we exchanged colours 
with one of the American whalers we had seen at Petropaulski, and before 12 
o'clock the other two. Large flocks Gf the little crested auk about the ship. At 
noon, the ncrth-west end of St. Lawrence Island bore true east, distant 12 miles. 
Running during the night with a fresh S. S. W. wind, and thick weather. Hauled 
up for the Asiatic shore at 7 a. m. under easy sail, to make the land, which we did 
near the northern point of St. Lawrence Bay, having experienced in that time a 
current of 25 miles to the northward. At 8. 30, passing within three miles of East 
Cape, shaped our course for Cape Espenberg (Kotzebue Sound) with a very 
strong S.E. wind. 

In passing across the straits, we saw to the nortll\\ ard of the Diomede Islands 
two other whale-sbips hove to, with their heads to the S.W., one of them trying 
out. 

We passed over the shoal spoken of by Captain Beechey, off Schismarief Inlet, 
and found in 7 fathoms the least water, the sea at the ti'me so hio-h and hollow 
that it frequently broke into our main chains. 0 

.R~lming along the .low land oft· Ca~e Espenberg, which we passed shortly after 
mldn.lg~t, we had unmt~rrupted da.yhght; the only difference between the light 
at ImdDlght ~nd noon bemg as the light of a November day in England is to that 
of a summer s one. 

As we entered the Sound, the ~ind gradually lightened, and veered to the east­
ward. Passed several logs of dnft-wood. 

July 15.·-Shortly after 8 a.m. we made out a vessel at anchor under Chamisso 
Island, and at 10 exchanged numbers with Her Majesty's ship" Plover." We 
reached the anchorage by 1 p. m., having run in 50 hours from the west end of 
St. Lawrence Island to the anchorage off Chamisso. 

Commander Moore came 00 board, from whom I was glad to learn that the 
officers and crew we!e all healthy and in good spirits. He had only arrived at 
6 a. m. the day prevIOus, having passed the winter in a harbour discovered by thE' 
" Plover" on the .Asiatic shore, close to the south of Cape Tchukatsky. 

Before my amv~l, two boats had been despatched for the Mackenzie River, 
under the command of Lieutenant Lee; fortunately, the "Herald" hove in -sight 

before 



ARCTIC EXPEDITION UNDER SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 11 

before it was too late to signalize to them; the boats saw the recall, and 
returned. 

We commenced immediately on our arrival to coal and provision the " Plover;" 
and by 9 a.m. she had on board all the bread she could stow, half her coals, and a 
proportion of other provisions. 

July 16.-,\Ve were occupied in stowing "Plover's" provisions and coals, 
removing officers, discharging objectionable men, and filling up their vacancies 
from our own complement. While this was going on, I went with Commander 
Moore, and his acting ice-master, to examine the diffel'ent bays on the east side of 
Choris Peninsula, for a wintering station for the" Plover." We found very shoal 
water in all of them, shoaling gradually northerly towards the Sandy Peninsula. 
They were of opinion that if a vessel did winter there, that she would be greatly 
exposed; and probably, on the breaking up of the ice, be either carried into the 
straits, or shoved up on to the beach. 

At 9 p. m. both ships were ready to sail, but our main cap having been reported 
very rotten, I was detained the next day (17th) to shift it. 

On each day of our stay we were visited by two baidars, carrying 12 men each; 
all of them were particularly tall, well-built, well-armed, and without either their 
women or dogs. 

At first they were rather shy, but as soon as the interpreter began to speak 
to them in their language, that is, in a dialect which some of them understood, 
they appeared delighted, came on boarrl, looked all over the ship, and returned 
(after I had made each of them some trifling present), without attempting to pilfer 
anything. 

They b~longed to Spafareif Inlet, and expressed their delight at meeting with, 
and being recognized by, Lieutenant Cooper and others, who had visited them at 
their place last year, making presents to them without seeking a return. 

Commander Moore and myself accompanied them to Chamisso Island, where, 
after hauling up their baidars, canting their bottom to the wind, the weather 
gunwale resting on the sand, the other raised about three feet, and supported by 
paddles, the space underneath covered with furs, we partook of several pipes 
with them. 

Whilst we were engaged with our pipes, Commander :\Ioore employed his 
boat's crew in digging tor the !lour left by Captain Beechey 23 years before, in a 
position indicated by directions on a rock, which were as perfect as the day Yo hen 
Cllt. We found this rock last year, but supposing the flour to have been removed 
by the natives, did not dig for it. A considerable space was cleared round the 
cask, its chimes freed, only adhering to the sand by the two lower bilge staves, 
yet still it required the united strength of two boats' crews, with a parbuckle, and 
a iarge spar as a lever, to free it altogether. The sand \\ as frozen so hard that it 
emitted spal'ks with every blow of the pickaxe. The cask itself was perfectly 
sound, and the hoops good: out of the 336 Ibs. of flour \\ hie h it cuntained, 
175 lbs. was as sweet and well-tasted as any we had on board. The tin of beads 
was also found, those not of glass much decayed; the cotton stringing quite 
sound. 

July IS.-At 6 a. m. we weighed with a S. W. wind, and stood out of the 
anchoraO'e. The" Nancv Dawson" yacht hove in sight at the same time; she 
accomp:nied us without touching at. Chamisso hland. The" Plover" leading 
under all plain sail, the" Herald" keeping in company. 

July 19.-At 4 a. m. passed a ship standing to the eastward, and at noon Poiut 
Hope hore N. ISO W. 55 miles. We experienced, contrary to my expectation, in 
this run, a current settincr S. 74- W. half a mile per hour. Six p. m. exchanged 
colours with an America~ whaler, "Margaret," of Providence: whales at this 
time blowing in every direction round her; wind too strong, and too much sea for 
her to attempt them. Fog so dense at 8 p. m. that the ,. Plover'" could not be 
seen, although within speaking distance. Continued running to the northward 
during the night, keeping company by gongs and bells. 

July 20.-ln the forenoon nearly ran over the carcass of a dead whale that had 
b.e.en tlinched. Noon, the wind having shifted suddenly to the northward, w e h~d 
fine clear wfuther; Cape Lisburne,.E. 19 miles. At 5 p. m. we anchored 10 
. JQ7. B :l 15 fathom;, 

NO.2. 
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No. :2. 
Narrative of Pro- 15 fathoms, with Cape Lisburne bearing N. 7· 20' E. mag., distant 2~ miles. 
nenmgs of Capt. "Plover" and yacht in company. . 
"elletr,Commanner From this position two whale boats were despatched to examme the coast 
~u~~:~: and Lieut. northerly under the orders of Lieutenant Pullen (" Plover") and Mr. Parsons 

(seconrl :naster, "Herald ") ; a boat was a,~so sent from the "Plover".a ~hort 
distance to the southward. The" Plover's boat returned goon after mldmght, 
having landed in orle or two places, and ~et with ma~y ~atives who were friend.ly 
and well-disposed. A beautiful clear mght. At mldmg.ht the s.un sho~ed Its 
semi-diameter above the horizon, and nearly every person 10 the ship remamed up 
to witness this phenomenon lor the first time. 

July 21.-Weiahed in the morning at 7 a. m. with a N.N.E. wind to follow 
the boats n'Ortherl~. The" Plover" being nearer in shore was visited by two 
baidars each carr~'incr about 20 natives, men and women; a most miserable set of 
heings ~hey were ; t1~ey spoke of the boats baving passed their en~amp~ent the 
night before; they collected near this place ~or the purpose of catchmg birds, and 
gathering: eg"gs. Calm, anchored at 6 p. m. lD ] I fathoms north and east of Cape 
Lisburne, 011' shore about 6 miles. 

Weighed ao-ain at midniO'ht, with a light northerly wind; the boats hove ill 
sight at 7 a. ~.; at 10 the/ wer~ alongside. . 

Mr. Pullen had examined the mlet to the eastward of Cape ---- Without 
success; he was informed by the natives, through the interpreter, that none of 
the inlets all the coast would admit of a vessel entering them; that it was only a 
few of thf.m at the early spring that their baidars could enter, and they were closed 
when the winds began to blow from the westward. 

We experienced in the ship until 6 p. m. of the 23d a tedious calm, the current 
fortunatelv set us north half a mile per hour. During this time we were visited 
by two baidars, with the same party of natives we had seen off Cape Lisburne; 
they carne alongside fearlessly, and disposed of every article they had, the women 
selling their fur dresses, even to their second pair of breeches, for tobacco and 
beads. 

During the evening of the 23d, and the morning of the 24th, we were running 
to the N.E., with a moderate S.S.W. wind, and a thick fog, clearing at intervals 
for a short time. Walrus, whales, and flocks of the eider duck about. We were 
guided as to our approach to the ice by the temperature of the sea. 

July 25.-a. m. the \\ ind shifted to the N. W., brought with it cold but fine 
and clear weather. Steering for Wainwright's Inlet. The vast number of 
walruses that surrounded us, keeping up a continual bellowing or grunting, the 
barking of the innumerable seals, the small whales, and the immense flocks of 
ducks continually rising from the water as we neared them, warned us of our 
approach to the ice, although the temperature of the sea was still hio-h. We made 
the land a little before noon, 10 mile:; to the northward of Wai~vright's Inlet. 
At 2 p. m. we anchored in ] I fathoms, about three miles off its entrance. The 
" Plover ., and yacht had done so about an hour betore. 

In running down along the coa~t a post was observed on the hio-her land near 
the entrance of the inlet; shortly afterwards a man was seen to hoist on it (what 
we ~ost ~f us made out ~o be) a flag. The" Plover" soon afterwards dipped her 
ensign (simply to clear It, as we afterwards learned): this was answered by the 
person at the post doing the same, and entirely removinO" it. 

I immediately lowered a boat, and sent Lieutenant Cooper, of this ship, to tbe 
shore: he walked. up t~ the post, and f?und it tn be nothing more than a native 
mark for a quantIty ot blubber and remdeers' flesh he discovered buried there: 
the native had left. Lieutenant Cooper, after remainincr there some time returned 
on board without seeing anybody. 0 , 

. My reasons for. selecting this place to equip and despatch the boats from, 
mstead of proc~edlDg as far north as the ships could go, was, that I considered it 
of the greatest Importance that the" Plover's" winterincr station should be known 
by the officer in command of the boat expedition. b 

~.omm~nced im~ediately to hoist out the boats, equip, and provision them. 
WUlle thiS \\as ,?omg on, I despatched Mr. Hill, master of this ship, to sound the 
entrar.ce of th~ mlet; he returned on board a little before midnight, and made to 
me the followmg report:- that the cbannd was very narrow and winding, that 
9 feet nas the most water that could with certainty be carried in, and that even to 

ensure 
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ensure that depth the channel would require close buoying; that a fair wind, or 
a calm, so that a vessel might either sailor be towed in, was necessary, the channel 
being too narrow and intricate to warp through. Once in, he reports that there is 
a sufficiency of water, and a convenient spot for the " Plover" to winter. 

From this report I foulld that it was impossible for the " Plover" to enter 
this inlet with the water found then, but as the entrance was encumbered with 
some heavy pieces of ice agronnd, which during OlH stay was breaking up fast, 
I conceived it very probable that, after they had disappeared, the channel might 
become more direct, and deeper; I therefore determined to return and make a closer 
examination of the inlet, so soon as I had seen the boats as fal' north as we could 
reach in the ships. The boats were thffefore directed to visit 'Yainwright's Inlet 
on their return, in case it should prove practicable for the " Plover" to enter, but 
that under any circumstance she would be found at Chamisso Island. 

Mr. Hill met there about 40 natives, who were very friendly at first, out when 
they found he was about to leave them they became annoying, pulling their 
baidars aCl'OSf; his bows, and fouling his oars, not with any hostile intentions, 
simply to delay his departure, so that they might have time to barter with him for 
some of lJis riches. 

By midnight the boats were all ready, and shoved off under three hearty cheer!; 
from the ships, which were as heartily returned by the ooats. 

This little expedition consisted of 25 persons, and four boats, as follows: 
Lieutenant Pullen, cOlllmanding "Herald's" 30-foot pinnace, fitted on board with 
the greatest care, thoroughly decked, schooner-rigged, and called the "Owen," 
furnished with pumps, spare rudder, and a strengthening piece of 2-inch plank 
above her water line. 

Two 27-foot whale-boats (new boats), brought out by Her Majesty's ship 
" Asia" from England, covered in abaft as far as the backboard, but without 
either boxes or cases, the provisions being stowed, the bread in painted bags, and 
the preserved meats between tarpaulins. The men's clothes were in haversacks, 
capable of removal in a moment. 

" Plover's" pinnace, a half-decked boat, with cases for her provisions, &c., so 
placed as to resist pressure from the ice. 

There was placed in the boats ;0 days' preserved meats for the whole party, 
all the other articles of provisions (except bread), to the same extent, being also 
soldered up in tins. In addition to these, the "Owen" had on board eight men's 
allowance of the regular ship's provi~ions. After she was stowed with this pro­
portion, every corner that would hold a case of preserved meat was filleo. The 
two larger boats carried in each of them five cases of pemmican, for the special use 
of Sir John Franklin's party. 

The ships weighed in company with the boa.ts, and ran along the land within 
about three miles, with a moderate off-shore wind. 

July 26.-At 4 a.m. the ice conlcl be seen in heavy masses, extending- from the 
shore near the Sea-Horse Islands. At 6, we were obliged to heave-to, in conse­
quence of a dense fog; this cleared off at 11. 30: the "Plover" was close to, 
but neither the boats nor the yacht were in sight. ,r e both made sail, steering true nOrlh, and were at 1 p. m. in latitude 
71 0 05', where we made the heavily packed ice, extending nearly as far as 
the eye could reach, from N .W. by W. to N. E. At this time we had soundings 
in 40 fathoms of mud, the deepest water we have had since leaving the island 
of St. Lawrence. We contiuued running along the pack ulltil 8 p. m., when a 
thick fog coming on, we ran two or three miles south, and hove-to, wind blowing 
from N.N.E., and directly off the ice. l\-"e had run along it 30 miles, 

. The pack was composed of a dirty-coloured ice, not m~re than five or six feet 
hIgh, except some pinnacles deeply seated in the pack, whIch had no doubt been 
t}lfown up by the floes coming in contact. Every few miles the ice streamed off 
from the pack, through which the" Plover" sailed . 

. July .-At 1. 30, the fog cleared off; the pack from N. N. W. to N. N. E., 
distant about six miles. Made sail during the forenoon, running through streams 
of loose ice. At 10, passed some large and heavy floes; Commander Moore con­
sidering. them sufficiently heavy and extensive to obtain a suite of magneti~al 
~bservatlOns, dropped the II Plover" through between them, and made fast With 
Ice anchors undtr the lee of the largest, in a most seamanlike manner. 

107. B 3 I landed 
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I landed on the floe with Lieutenant Trollope. The lat~t~de, time .and va~iati~n 
were obtained on it, but the other observations were VItIated by Its motIOn III 

azimuth, and by its constant breaking away, the level would not stand. We had 
28 fathoms of mud alongside it, and no current. 

I found the ice driving slowly to the sou~hward,. with the N. N. E. wind ~hen 
blowing fresh. Very few walrus, and but a. sI~gle dIver seen: The general heIght 
of this floe was five feet, and about one mIle 10 extent; on It were found pebbles 
and mud which led Commander Moore to suppose that it had been in contact with 
the land.' I supposed the mud and pebbles to have been fecal remains dropped 
there by some walrus. . .. 

At 3 p. m. the "Plover" ~li~p~d from the Ice, and both shIps, WIth aN .. E. 
wind, made sail westerly unttl 6 0 clock, when we hauled up true north, havmg 
no ice in siaht in that direction, and only from mast-head on weather beam. 
A fine clear ~ight, running along six and seven knots; temperature of the water, 
40°; depth, 21 fathoms (increasing). . ., 

At midnight the latitude \\as obtamed by the mfenor passage of the sun. 
At 5 a. m. the temperature of the water had fallen to 36°, and .alm.ost at the same 
instant the ice was reported from the mast-head. Between thIS tllne and 7 a. m. 
(when we hove-to within half a mile of the pack) we ran 10'5, so that I consider 
) I miles to be about the distance that packed ice in this part of the world can be 
seen in clear weather from a ship's mast-head. 

The pack was of dirty-coloured ice, showing an outline without a break in it 
five or six feet high, with columns and pinnacles much higher some distance in. 
Although the wind was off the pack, there was not a particle of loose or drift ice 
from it; our suundings had gradually increased to 35 fathoms of soft blue mud. 
The only living things seen were a pair of small divers, ulack, with a white ball 
in the back; and two remarkable birds, very like tbe female of the tropical man­
of·war bird, a dingy black colour, with excessively long wings, and the same flight 
when soaring. We could not succeed in shooting any of either species. We 
remaineu hove-to off the pack for an hour. The temperature of the sea near the 
pack at every five fathoms was as shown in the marg:in. In the dredge we got 
muf>cles and a few bivalves common to these seas. 

This was our most northern position, lat. 72° 51' N., long. 168° W. The ice, as 
far as it coulu be seen from the mast-head, trenued away W. S. W. (compass); 
Commander Moore and the ice-master reporting a water sky to the north of the 
pack, and a strong ice blink to the S. W. 

It was impossible to gain thi~ reported open water, as the pack was perfectly 
impenetrable. The pack we had just traced for 40 leagues, made in a series of 
steps westerly and northerly; the westerly being about 10 or 12 miles, and the 
northerly 20. We made sail at 9 a. m., steering for the coast, a little to the west­
wurd of our tra('k up, wind N. E., gradually decreMing as we got southerly. 

5 a. m. fell a dead calm, the sea glassy smooth, and so trans(larent that a white 
plate was di1>tinctly seen at a depth of 80 feet. This afforded me an opportunity 
of a~cel'taining the extent of damage the ship had received when on shore ill 
A\\atska Bay. The forefoot was untouched, the false keel gone for about 10 feet; 
beyono thi~ she h~o sustained no damage that we could see; the copper broken, 
and excessively thm all over. As we approached the coast we aO'ain met numbers 
of whales, walrus, seals and flights of ducks and sea birds. '" 

July 30.-8 a. m. tacked in shore in eight fathoms, close to the northward of 
Blossom's Shoals. Commander Moore came on board, and proposed that during 
the time I was surveying Wainwright's Inlet, that he should go alona the coast 
during the .fine we~ther as far north as tht: ice would permit him, and endeavour 
to commumcatE' wI.th th~ l~rger ~oats, which we expected were somewhere about 
Refuge Inlet. Wlth thIS mtentIOn we both started with a fine but adverse wind 
from N. E. 

I worked in short tacks close alonO' shore, the soundings in muddy bottom 
decre~sing, and inc~easing as we app~oached or receded from the land. Shortly 
after 6 a m. ~e agam an~hored off the entrance I)f Wainwright's Inlet. 

Not a partIcle of the Ice seen on our former visit remained. We had not 
long anchored when we ?bserved the natives carrying their baidars across the 
narrow neck between the mlet and the sea, and launching them. Wishing to get 
as many of ~hem as I could c.ff to the ship, so as to have fewer to molE'St me on 
shore, J detained the boats until two of them came alongside. They approached 

us 
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us slowly, frequently resting o? their paddles, the bowman each time invariably 
holding up his han?s over hIS head at an angle of 45", when lowering them 
passing them over .hlS breast and &tom.ach. I .made the boatswain do the same 
from forecastle nettmg; they always waIted for hIS answer before they recommenced 
paddling. 

I made them each a present of some tobacco and beads (which they could 
hardly understand that I intended to give without return). 

I Ielt the ship with three boats for the examination of the inlet, and gave per. 
mission to the ship's company to trade with the natives for whatever they had to 
dispose of, consisting mostly of small figures and tools of ivory, bows, arrows, a 
few furs, sealskin boots, and pieces of reindeer flesh. 

I had not been long ou shore before these natives left the ship and followed. 
Nothing could exceed their good humour. When about to commence my obser­
vations, I ordered all trading to cease, drew a lar!!,e semicircle on the sand, from 
water's edge to water's edge, and placed the boats' noses between its points. 
They seemed perfectly to understand the meaning of this line, not one of them 
attempted to overstep it; they squatted down and remained perfectly quiet and 
silent. When a stranger arrived they shouted to him, W)IO no sooner understood 
them than he crept rather than walked to the boundary, and squatted among the 
rest. They danced and sang for our amusement, played football with the seamen 
(who had not a chance with them), and displayed their skill in shooting at a mark. 
" Plover" anchored in company; soon after noon, calm. 

Commander Moore went on shore, erected a mark, and buried a bottle with 
information of the boats. I had satisfied myself before his arrival that 10 feet was 
the greatest depth that could be carried in; 1 therefore called upon him to furnish 
me with a report of what his vessel could be lighter,ed to, a copy of which I have 
the honour to enclose. 

By it their Lordships will perceive, that short of taking the " Plover's" masts 
out, she could not be lightened sufficiently to enter the inlet. Could it have been 
dune with any partial lightening I should have attempted it, being in every way so 
very desirable a position: in the first place, from its high latitude, the friendliness 
of the natives, the supply of reindeers' flesh we found could be obtained there, 
there being no other harbour south of it nearer than Kotzebue Sound; and lastly, 
the opinion of the ice-masters of the exposure to which a vessel wintering in the 
latter place would be subjected. Inside there is a good depth of water, and in one 
spot the" Plover" might have been placed alongside a bank well sheltered. 

The natives gave me to understand that a considerable river runs into it, at least 
one that they can in their baidars navigate for many days, and that it ran to the S.E. 
That on its bank and in the neighbourhood of the inlet the reindeer collected in 
great numbers, in their progress northerly, and in their return south. 

The natives began to leave us, as before, hy 8 p.m., tracking their baidars with 
dogs to their tent.s, in a little sandy bay a mile north of us. By the time we were 
ready to go off', there was not one with us. 

I was sorry to find that, after all their good behaviour, they had been guilty of 
pickin~ the pockets of two or three: one lost a handkerchief, another a glove, 
Commander Moore a box of caps, and the naturalist a small glass bottle, contain­
ing spirits and water. 

Wednesday, August I.-During the night we had a thick fog, which cleared 
off at 5 a. m. The boats left the ship to continue their examination; Commander 
Moore and myself to obtain a suite of magnetical and other observations. I 
returned to the ship shortly after noon with the boats, to put my work on paper. 
Commander Moore went up the inlet, and found some baidars that had just arrived 
with several reindeer cut in quarters. They were stowing it, with a considerable 
quantity they had already collected, in a hole dug on the sandspit off Point Collie, 
and appeared much annoyed at their stow-hole having been discovered. It was 
deep and lined with logs of wood, having a roof formed also of logs, about five feet 
above the ground, and covered with moss. For a small quantity of tobacco they 
sold 800 Ibs., as much as Commander Moore's boat could carry. Learning from 
him that they were willing to dispose of more, I sent Lieutenant Cooper, !he 
~aturalist, and the surgeon, in a light boat to purchase it. Seeing the boat pullIng 
In fast directly for them, they got alarmed, and at length, before the boat touched 
the beach, a woman walked to the water's edge and .held up the bottle th.e 
naturalist had lost the day before, making sigQs .tohim when he landed that It 
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Pullen. of their meat; after a few presents they r.esume . t elr Jo~mer goo u~our, an 

sold 14 quarters, all of them of young ammals; It was wIthout a partIcle of fat, 
badly killed, but still was owned by most on board to be very sweet and tender 
meat. 

In the afternoon a long westerly swell rolled in, with a very light wind still 
off the land. At 6 it shifted to the southward, with a threatening appearance. 
We both immediately weighed and stood otrthe land in a thick fog, and "ith a 
falling barometer. 

August 2.-At 9 a. m. the fog cleared off; the " Ployer" was nowhere to be 
seen, and the wind was gradually increasing. 

August 3.-At 9 a.m. we were reduced to treble reefed topsails and reefed 
courses, with a very short, deep and trying sea. We were obliged to carry to it 
to keep off the land, the current setting, as we found it on all occasions, with the 
wind-rather stronger off Icy Cape than in other parts of this sea. 

August 4.-Wind gradually veered to the westward, aIHI by 5 a.m. died away 
to a calm. Variable airs-the wind settled in the S. W. At 3 p.m. could see the 
stages on Icy Cape. 3.30 tacked in 11 fathoms, before trimming we were in 8. 
Very gloomy, squally and threatening weather. In standing- off, fell in with the 
" Plover" again; sio-nalised our position to her, and appointed Cape Lisburne as a 
rendezvous. Whale~ seen, also large flocks of duck3 and geese, going southerly. 

August 5, 6, 7.-Fresh breezes, with heavy falls of snoll'; but what with the 
current, the trying sea, and the wind always breaking us off in whichever way we 
tried to go, we could not make a tlJile of westing, until the afternoon of the 8th, 
when the wind shifted suddenly to the N.W. Stood to the \V.S.W. 

August 9.-In the morning passed the carcass of a dead whale, and another in 
the afternoon. I sent a boat to this one, stuck a flag in it, and buried a bottle 
cuntaining a current paper, a notice of my "hereabouts, and of my intention to go 
westerly. for tile information of the "Plover," should she fall ill with it. Many 
reports of land from the mast-head. A land bird seen. 

Having this favourable wind for examining the pack to the westward, I con­
tinued to steer as nigh as the wind would permit on the starboard tack. The 
wind continued to lighten until the morning of the 10th, when it fell a dead calm. 

The sea was literally covered in streams, with particles of a pink colour, like 
wood ashes, or coarse sawdust from cedar, a tenth of an inch long, and 0'5 in 
diameter, and round. On placing it under the microscope, no appearance of cir­
culation could be detected. Mr. Goodridge, the surgeon of this ship, supposes It 
to h.ave proceeded from the carcasses of the whales we saw yesterday, the oil 
haVIng been forf:ed through the pores by the pressure of the water, giving the 
uniform size and shape in which we found it. I endeavoured to dry some in 
blotting paper, but it was absorbed by the paper, and nothing left but an oily stain. 
Tried the current, and found it running to the westward one-third of a mile an 
hour. Walrns grunting around in groups of 8 and 10 together; quantities of 
small pieces of drift wood, all pine, which appeared to have been washed from 
some beach. The temperature of the waler at the surface, in 29 fathoms, was 
45', and at bottom 43°. The dredge produced (in soft blue mud) a good many 
muscles, star fish (found in all parts of this sea), a few bivalves (O"ot before), and 
some very small shrimps. b 

A light southerly wind sprang up, gradually increasing and veering to the east­
ward. At 10.30, after standing to the S. W. for 15 miles, the loom of the land in 
the neighbourhood of North Cape could be seen. I tacked to the N.E., with the 
wind fresh from E.S.E. Not wishing to run the risk of being caught with a south­
easter between the land and the ice fioe, which I considered could not be far off, 
from the extraordinary smoothness of the water, the numbers of walrus, and par­
ticularly a little black and white diver, which we never saw except in its vicinity. 

August I I.-Steering until this day in very thick and bad weather to the N .E., 
at which time we were in lat. 70· 1', long. 173· 53'. Bore up north to endeavour 
to fall in with the pack. By 6 p. m. a dense fog came on; we hauled to the wind 
011 port tack, under reduced sails, ship heading S.E., with a short jumping sea. 

August 
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August 12.-a.m. the wind shifted suddenly toN.N. E., and afterwards N.N. W., 
blowing hard; reduced to trehle reefed topsails and reefed foresail, our soundings 
tJaving decreased to 17 fathoms mud. No observations. Our reckoning placed 
us in lat. 70° 20', long. 171 0 23', in 18 tathoms sand. 

Shortly after noon our depth decreased to 16 fathoms, the colour of the water 
becoming lighter; with a breaking' sea all round. Our soundings decreased a 
fathom each cast until 1. 30 p. m., when we wore in 11 fathoms, shingle, getting 
in wearing nine fathoms, then 12 fathoms; and when trimmed to 0'0 back, as we 
went on, had several casts of eight and one of seven fathoms; then suddenly 
got into 14, which gradually increased. 

The sun came out, verifying our noon position. Until midnight it blew a 
strong gale. 

August 13.-a. m. Fine. Wore, to stand back to the shoal; shoaled our 
water to 18 fathums, and at 10 I imagined I saw breakers on the lee bow. Ship 
refused stays, wore, but had no less water. At midnight passed over the tail of 
the bank, in eight fathoms, five miles north-west of our former position. Con­
tinued to stand to the eastward until I could weather the south end of the shoal; 
then tacked, passing in 16 fathoms three miles south of our first position. 
When I bore up north to fix its western edge, a slight easterly current took me 
rather further in that direction than I intended. I have, however, confined it 
Within a radius of five miles. 

The weather would not allow of our anchoring so as to make a closer examina­
tion of the shoal with our boats, and the sea was too heavy and hollow to 
attempt taking the ship herself into less water. In approaching the shoal the 
bottom changes from sand to tine sand, and when in the least water, coarse gl'avel 
.and stones. \Ve found nothing less than seven fathoms, but I am of opinion that 
a bank exi.sts which would bring a ship up. 

August 14.-We experienced very strong, variable and S. E. breezes, with rain 
until midnight of the 14th, when the wind changed to the westward, and brought 
with it fine weather . 
. Continued to stand to northward and westward until noon, the 15th, being 
in lat. 71° 12', and long. 1700 10/. Bore up W. t S., passing several pieces of 
drift wood. 

Our soundings increased as we left the bank (westerly) to 25 fathoms mud. 

August 16.-Wind very variable in strength, and direction S.S. W. to S.E. 
Large flocks of phalaropes, divers and gulls numerous. At midnight wind very 
fresh from 8.S. E., steering W. S. W., depth decreasing to 10 fathoms. 

August 17.-3 a. m. the temperature of the sea suddenly fell from 40· to 36 0
; 

the wind became light, and excessively cold. Shortened sail, supposing that I 
was very near the ice: frequent snow showers. 

At 5 a.m. wind shifted suddenly from the N. W. in a sharp squa1I, with heavy 
snow. Shortly after 8, when one of these snow storms cleared off, the packed 
ice was seen from the mast-head from S.S.'V. to N.N.W. five miles distant. 
The weather was so bad that I bore up for the rendezvous. The weather, however, 
~s suddenly cleared up; I hauled my wind for the north-western extreme of the 
Ice that had been seen. 

At 9.40. the exciting report of " Land ho !" was made frcm the mast-head: 
they were both soon afterwards crowded. 

In running a course along the pack towards our first discovery, a small group 
of islands was reported on our port beam, a considerable distance within the outer 
margin of the ice. 

The pack here was not so close as I found it before; lanes of water could be 
seen, reaching aimost up to the group, but too narrow to enter unless the ship had 
been sufficiently fortified to force a hole for herself. 

These small islands at intervals were very distinct, and were not considered at 
the t~me very distant. . . 

Shll more distant than this group (from the deck), a very .extenslve and. hIgh 
land was reported, which 1 had b{ en wat(,hing for some time, and anXIOusly 
awaited a report from some one else. There was a fine ~lear .atmos.ph~re (such a 
one as can only be seen in this climate), except in the duectlon of thIS extended 
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Narralive of Pro- land where the clouds rolled in numerous immense masses, occasionally le~ving 
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Pullen. sea-East Cape and Cape Lisburne for example. 

_,___ With the exception of the north-east and south-west extremes, 1I0ne of the 
lower land could be seen, unless indeed what I took at first for a small group of 
islands within the pack edge \~as a pO~lt o.f this Great Lan?, . 

This island, or point, was dIstant 20.> miles from the slllp s track, higher parts 
of the land seen not less, I consider, than 60 miles. When we hove-to off the first 
land seen, the northern extreme of the Great Land showed out to the eastward 
fur a moment, and so clear as to cause some who had doubts before to cry out, 
" There, Sir, is the land, quite plain." . . I': • 

From the time land was reported until we hove-to under it, we ran 2;) miles 
directly for it. At first we could not see that the p~ck joined it, but as we 
approached the island, we found the pack to rest on the Island, and to extend frorn 
it as far as the eye could reach to the E. S.E. 

The weather which had been fine all day, now changed suddenly to dense 
clouds and snow showers, blowing fresh from the south with so much sea that I 
did not anchor as I intended. 

I left the ships with two boat~: the Senio~ Lieutenant, Mr., ~aguire, Mr. 
Seemann, naturalist, and Mr. CollIlls011, mate, III one; ~Ir. Goodndge, surgeon, 
~Jr. Pakenham, midshipman, and myself in the other, almost despairing of being 
able to reach the island. 

The ship kept off and on outside the thickest part of the loose ice, through 
which the boats were obliged to be very careful in picking their way on the south­
east side, where I thought I might have ascended. 'We reached the island, and 
found running on it a very heavy sea. The First Lieutenant however landed, having 
IJacked his boat in until he could get foot hold (without swimming), and then 
jumped overboard. I followed his example; the others were anxious to do the 
l'ame, but the sea was so high that I cuuld not permit them. 

We hoisted the Jack and took possession of the island, with the usual cere­
monies, in the name of Her most Gracious Majesty Que£'n Victoria. 

The extent we had to walk over was not more than 30 feet; from this space, 
and a short distance that we scrambled up, we collected eight species of plants: 
speciments of the rock were also brought away. 

With the time we could spare, and our materials, the island was perfectly 
inaccessible to us. This was a gn'at disappointment to us, as from its summit, 
which is elevated above the sea 1,400 feet, much could have been seen, and all 
doubt set aside; more particularly as I knew the moment I got on board I should 
be obliged to carry sail to get off the pack, and out of the bight of it we were in; 
~either cuuld I expect that at this late period of the season the weather would 
Improve. 

The island on which I landed is four miles and a half in extent east and west, 
and abeut two and a half north and south, in the shape of a trian~le, the western 
end being its apex. It is almost inaccessible on all sides, and a solid mass of 
granite. Innumerable black and white divers (common to this sea) here found a 
safe place to deposit their eggs and bring up their young: not a wah'us or seal 
"as seen on its shore, or on the ice in its vicinity. We observed here none of the 
small land birds that were so numerous about us before mak ing the land. 

It becomes ~ nenou~ thing to report a discovery of land in these regions, without 
actually landmg on It, after tlte unfortunate mistake to the southward; but 
as far as a man can be certain, who has 130 pair of eyes to assist him, and all 
agreeing, I am certain we have discovered an extensive land; I think also it is 
more tl~all probable that th:se peaks we saw are a continuation of the range of 
mountal~s seen .by .thE' natives off Cape J akan (coast of Asia), mentioned by 
,Baron" rangell m hiS Pol~r Voyages. I returned to the ship at 7 p.m., and very 
reluctantlr made ~ll the saIl ~ve could ~arry, from this interesting neighbourhood, 
to the S. E., the WIIld at the time allowmg me to be just clear of the pack. 

, August 18.-To\\ard~ the morning we had a very strong wind, with constant 
snow storms and exceSSIve cold. The wind having changed to northward left me 
no choice but to return to my rendezvous for the boats. ' 

August 20.-Sighted Cape Lisburne in a thick fog; hauled off to await clear 
weather :' passed several carcasses, of whales. 

August 
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August 21.-At 2 p. m. again made the Cape, found the high land heavily Nar~ative ofyro­
covered with !mow, and the low land partially. Yery threatenilig weather. Re- cKeeldllngscof Capt'

d 
ff d '1 f h 23d h h d' I', ~ h b e ett, oUlman pr mained 0 an on untl noon 0 t e ,wen we anc ore ,Ill --t lat oms, a out Moore, and Lieut. 

25 miles to the southward of the Cape, near the ---- of Captain Beechey's Pullen. 
charts. Here I landed, accompanied by the naturalist and several officers; I erected ----
a mark, and buried a bottle. A beautiful stream of water ran into this bay. The 
natUialist had a good harvest on its banks, which were literally covered with flowers, 
removed only a few feel from what I considered to be perpetual snow. Quantities 
of coal was also found here. 

There wel'e about 40 natives, all of whom we had seen before, very poor and 
miserable looking, but very friendly. They all had their bows and quivers with 
them, but on coming up to us placed them in. 

Finding a line drawn on the sand, so useful as a boundary for their approach 
at Wainwright's Inlet, I again had recourse to it, which they respected as uefore. 
I made them all pl'esents, and returned to the ship in the evening, just before she 
was enveloped in a dense fog. 

August 24.-a. m. weig'hed with a light air from the N. E. and clear (hot) 
weather, running for Point Hope, where I intended to build another mark, if the 
" Plover" had not already done it. 

At 1 p. m. sighted off the loll' land the "Nancy Dawson" yacht and the 
"Owen." Mr. Shedden carne on buard, accompanied by Mr. Martin, the second 
master of the" Plover," who had been sent back by Mr. Pullen, in charge of the 
two large boats of the Expedition. 1 learned from Mr. Martin that he had arrived 
at tht> anchorage off Point H0pe on the 19th instant, in company with the yacht, 
and was preparing to start again, north, in the" Owen," sending the other boab 
back in charge of the yacht to Kotzebue Sound. 

The boats, after leaving the " Plover" on the 25th of July, were detained a 
day or two by the ice, uefore reaching Point Barrow; found the natives most 
friendly and anxious to assist them in every way The boat!> were accompanied as 
far as Point Barrow by the yacht; this vessel bad many escapes: she was pressed 
on shore once, ran on shore on another occasion to the eastward of Point Barrow, 
and was only got off by the assi:,tance of the natives, who manned her capstan, 
and have with great good-will. 

On another occasion she parted her bower cable, from the pressure of the ice 
that came suddenly down on her, and had a narrow escape of a severe sgueeze; 
she recovered her anchor and cable. Mr. Shedden erected a mark on Refulfc 
Inlet, where he also intended to have left some provisions, but the natives were t~o 
numerous to do so without their knowing. 

He found another small inlet a short distance south of Refuge Inlet, in latitude 
71 0 5', where he buried from his own store a large cask of flour and a large cask 
of preserved meats. At Refuge Inlet he left information as to the position of these 
casks. 

Nothing could exceed the kindness of Mr. Sherlden to those in the boats, in 
supplying. them with everything his vessel could afford, and in following them 
With consIderable risk. His crew' were unforiunately a most disaffected set; he 
had too many of them for so small a vessel. 
~he boats all reached Dease's Inlet on the evening of the 3d, but were detained 

until the 5th by strong winds. 
Their time, however, was well employed in stowing their boats and a baidar 

Mr. Pullen bought at Point Barrow. They were fairly away on the afternoon of 
th~ 5~h, having with them 100 days' provisions, besides 10 cases of pemmican; 
tillS lIttle expedition then consiSted of two 27 -feet whale-boats, and one native 
baidar, manned with 14 persons in all. 

I have sent their Lordships copies of Mr. Pullen's letters, both public and private, 
~hat have been received since his departure; from them they will gain more 
mformation than I could afford . 

. Through these letters their Lordships will also see with what a noble and 
pr~per spirit Lieutenant Pullen undertook his voyage, being nevertheless fully alive 
~o Its dangers and exposure. 

I am quite sure their Lordships, when they appointed Mr. Pullen, were fully 
a.ware of his character and capabilities; I trust, however, that they will not con­
Sider the following comments out of place. 

I don't know any oHicel' more capable of conducting with SUCCESS such an 
107. C 2 Expedition; 
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season, thongh not sufficiently early to re~urn to Kotzebue Sound this ~ear. . 
Dease aod Simpson certainly made their voyage from the Mackenzie to Pomt 

Barrow and back in one season; but then they travelled west at the commence­
ment of the seas!)n, and returned to the eastward at its close, when the winds 
prevailed from the westward. Our boats would have to return to the westward 
at the latter part of the season, which I believe to be impossible, from the packing 
of the ice, the heavy westerly winds, and currents. 

Mr. Pullen's letter says pretty plainly that he will not return; he will, therefore, 
be awaiting their Lordships' instructions at York Factory. 

August 24.-W e hove-to off Point Hope towards midnight, in very dirty 
weather. 

August 25.- In the morning stood in, sent a boat to the yacht to tell her 
I thouO'ht she was in a very dangerous anchorage, with the wind as it then was from 
the S. S. E. Ordered the two larger boats out immediately. Finding the weather 
still more threatening, I hoisted the "Plover's" boat in, being handier for my 
tackles than the ., Owen," determining to go myself north in the ship. 

Provisioned the" Owen," and despatched her, in company with the yacht, tl) 
Kotzebue Sound, supposing the " Plover" to have gone there. I desired Com­
mander Moore to emplvy her in the examination of the Buckland River. 

We lJad a calm in the afternoon, with heavy rollers (without any apparent 
cause); we fortunately were two or three miles off the land. Had the yacht and 
boats remained at their anchorage, they certainly would have been driven on shore, 
without my being able to render them any assistance. 

A fresh breeze from the southward released us from this unpleasant position. 
We just scraped clear of the shoal off Point Hope, and bore up northerly, parting 
company with yacht and " Owen." 

August 27.-Continued to run to the northward until 6 a. m. of this day. Had 
an increasing breeze from S. S. E., with frequent snow showel's. Hove-to for fine 
weather. By 9 a. m. we were reduced to a close-reefed main-topsail and staysail, 
having washl'd away one of our quarter boats. I have never seen so hollow or 
distressing a sea for a ship-no small·decked boat could have lived in it. It wa~ 
therefore fortunate that I had arrived at Point Hope before the " Owen" started 
again north, and that I had decided on sending her to Kotzebue Sound. 

I kept the ship heading-in for the land, hoping that this gale, like our former 
ones, would be of shor~ duration, an~ that I might again look into 'Vainwright's 
Inlet. The only alteration, however, III the weather was, that the gale from the 
~.S.E. ceased in. ab.out 1~ hours, and shi.fted to XW., and \V., from which points 
It blew gales, brmgmg With them excessive cold weather, with stronO' squalls and 
heayy falls of snow. I:> 

August 27.-In standing to the westward, Ire observed:1t lOp. m. the ice blink 
very strong from~. to N.W., about 15 miles from us. Wore, hoping to weather 
Blossom Shoal, at least 40 miles. 

August 28 .. - 'Vore in 11 fathoms on the shoal this morning, having 9 fathoms 
before we tnmmed. Had a current N. 84° E., setting 36 miles in 18 hours. 
Wind west. 

Finding it impossible to remain on the coast I beo-an to work off with all the 
sail the shi~ woul.d carry. My crew were nec~ssarily much exposed in making 
and shortemng saIl, and suffered a good deal from colds and rheumatism. I was 
also short-handed, having been obliO'ed to send 10 men to the " Plover" besides 
those I discharged at Oahu. '" , 

On the morning of the 31st I again stood in for Point Hope' but findioO' there 
was no landing there, I bore up for Kottebue Sound. ' 0 

Passed Cape Krusenstern on the morning of the lst, in a gale from the N.W., 
under treble-reefed topsails and reefed courses. 

Before passing Hotham we were under all sail, and anchored off ChamisBo 
Island at 9.30 p. m. 

Found 
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Found the "Plover" and the yacht at anchor under Choris Peninsula. The 
" Owen" was absent with Captain Moore up the Buckland River, but expected 
dailv her return on the 3d. 

.After completing our water from the springs in Chamisso, my people were 
employed assisting the" Plover" in preparing her winter quarters. The boatswain 
with a party, and the carpenters building a house. 

Commander Moore having determined to winter in the Sound, and being very 
desirous to visit some chiefs who were reported to live in a considerable place up 
the river, I determined to go there with a party sufficient to ensure respect from 
these people, although Captain Moore told me they were most friendly. Ac­
cordingly, on the 9th, I started with the " Owen," " Plover's" decked boat, 
" Herald's" cutter, and two gigs,-their crews, and several officers. 

The first night we bivouacked at Elephant Point, and had the whole crew 
roaming' over the ice.cliffs for fossils, but could not find one of any importance. 

The second night we stayed at a large native village of 22 tents and about 150 
people. We pitched our tents close to one extrem-e of them, had our coppers, 
pot~, kettles, axes, saws, &c. on shore, but not an article was lost, although at 
times we had a third of their numbers about us. Even in this way they were not 
troublesome, when we told them we wished them to go away. 

Thpy were all very fine men, but disfigured in appearance by the labrets they 
all wear. They brought us wood and water, gave us fish and venison, and offered 
us whales' blubber and seals' flesh. 

Leaving a few of the men to take care of the boats, the rest came on shore for 
an hour. The natives were highly amused, and jomed in their sports of leaping 
and running. The sportsmen were always accompanied by some of them; they 
were greatly surprised to see some of the young officers killing the birds right 
and left. 

The moment the boats started (until we got far Up), we were preceded by their 
little kiacs, sounding with their paddles, to the channel. We had pilots in each 
of the large boats. who remained constantly with us, and who experienced great 
concern when they unavoidabiy got us on shore. 

I have been the more particular in Diy remarks relative to these interesting 
people, because their behaviour, on the visits of Gaptuin Beechey and myself, have 
been so very opposite. It may be accounted for in this way: we had an inter­
preter, who could speak with them, through which they found out what our object 
was in going amongst them. 

The Russian settlement has also, I consider, been very instrumental in causing 
this alteration in their conduct. We found many of them with shirts, handker­
chiefs of gaudy colours, cotton printed with walrus, reindeer, and all the other 
animals that they are in the habit of catching and representing in ivory, knives 
and kettles; all these came from the Russian settlement. They were latterly very 
anxious to obtain muskets, and evinced no fear in discharging them. 

September ll.-We arrived with the boats at a part of the river 30 miles up, 
perfectly barred across with heavy rock, over which there was a fall of about 18 
Inches. Here the heavy boats were stopped; but, by unlading the lightel' ones, 
we were enabled to haul them over. 

Wishing myself to return to the ship, and Commander Moore being still 
anxiolls to go on, I directed Mr. Maguire (senior Lieutenant of "Herald") to 
accompany him in my gig for the purpose of mutual protection (lea~ing one of the 
larger boats below the fall to await their return). I directed him to make a 
tracing of the river as far as they mia"ht ascend it, and return to their respective 
vessels before the 23d instant. They ~scended the river about 30 miles ueyond 
"here I left them. In this distance they met with but two natives. They passed 
~everal places where they were ohliged to unloa?, and haul these ligh~ boat~ over. 
They found also the pine trees, scattered about m twos and threes, a httle dIstance 
from the bank. 

The river, from the mud and leaves hanging on the banks, showed that at some 
period of the year it was at least 10 feet above the level at that time. . 

The absence of spars, or wood of any description, on the frequent bridges. of rocks 
across the river, on the tops of the many spits of sand, or on the summI,t of the 
banks (which bear evident marks of having been overflown at some s.e~sonj,. shows 
that the Buckland is not the source from which the enormous quantItIes of wood 
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fOllnd at Choris Per.insula is derived. We have never found a particle of wood on 
the eastern face of this peninsula: all on its western. 

Commander Moore and his party returned on the 19th. We now commenced 
to prepare for our departure southward. The" Plover's " house was neady com_ 
pleted, and as much provisions as he could stow or take care of were placed on 
board her. 

September 26.-Dy tIlis day we were ready to start, having' fully completed all 
the "Plover's" wants, She was not dismantled, nor did Commander Moore 
intend doing so until she was fairly laid up on the beach. 

In consequence of the illness of Mr. Shedden, of the yacht, and of my having 
previously removed his chief mate, I was obliged to direct Mr. Parsons (second 
master), of this ship, to take charge of her, and navigate her to Mazatlan, where 
he mif~ht expect to meet me. 

Early on the morning of the 29th of September, I weighed from Kotzebue 
Sound, with a fair breeze from the N. E.; yacht in company. At the time of our 
depariure, there was early snow on the low lands. The streams were still running. 
In fact, the whole month of September had been remarkably fine, generally with 
strong winds from the eastward. 

We experienced very bad weather on getting out of the Sound. Parted com­
pany with the yacht. 

Passed Behring'S Straits in the morning of the 2d of October, in a heavy gale 
from N.N.W. 

October ll.-At midnight, passed the Aleutian groups by the Straits of 
Amoukhta, in long. 171° W. These straits are 35 miles wide, perfectly safe, and 
frep. from the races usually met with in the other straits of this chain. 

On the 13th of October, in lat. 47° 30' and long. 167°, we experienced a heavy 
northerly gale, with an unusually heavy sea, which broke on board of us, and 
nearly swept our decks. 

On the 19th of October, in lat. 43' and long. 160°, we had another gale at 
S. S. E. Between this and the 14th of November, when we anchored at the port 
of Mazatlan, there was nothing remarkable but the prevalence in 41° N, of S.E. 
winlls, which forced us to the coast within 100 miles of San Francisco, before we 
got the N. W. wind. 

At Mazatlan I found lying Her Majesty's ship" Amphitrite," and the" Nancy 
Dawson" yacht; this little vessel having arrived the m'lrning previous. 

I have endeavoured in this letter and the accompanying documents to give their 
Lordships a detailed account of my proceedings while ill the Arctic Circle, which, 
I trust, will meet with their approval. 

And, in ~onclusion, I hope for the consideration of their Lordships for the 
officers serving under my command, who have, as heretofore, without an exception, 
displayed uncommon zeal in their respective duties. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary of the Admiralty, 

London. 
(signed) Henr!J Kellett, 

Captain. 

. Her Majesty's Ship "Plover," off Chamisso Island, 
SIr, 17 July 1849. 

I. BEG to p.ropose t~e foll?win.g ~rrangements, as most likely to forward the 
partIcular ser~lC.e on whIch thIS ShIp IS employed, after leaving Kotzebue Sound: 

That on arrIvIng off Cape Lisburne, the decked boats of the " Herald" and 
:: Plover';' ,~it~ a w~ale-boat, be hoisted out, Lieutenant Pullen taking the 
.Her~d~, WIth the lllterpreter, and seven men. Mr. Martin (second master of 

thIS ShIp) In the" Plover'S," accompanied by the ice-master and six men. Vic­
tualled for 30 days. ,. 

They' 
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They shou~d then visit every nook 01' inle~ along the coas~, the ships being in 
the offing, wIth whom they should commulllcate; when an mlet is found suffi­
ciently large to anchor the ships in, the two vessels then to anchor, whilst the 
boats examine the anchorage. 

A rendezvous should be appointed, where the boats may meet the ships in 
foggy \\ eather. 

On arriving off Wainwright's Inlet, should no place be found to the south­
ward, it should be examined, despatching the two boats, reinforced with 70 days' 
provisions, with orders to proceed as far as (after a personal examination of the 
ice) should be found prudent. 

I would recommend that the ships remain off the packed ice, if Wainwright's 
Inlet prove unavailable, till the 25th of September, when, should the boats not 
have returned, they proceed to Chamisso Island, in Kotzebue Sound; but in the 
event of their being back before that date, to Lawrence Bay, or my former winter 
quarters. 

Captain Kellett, c. B. 

&c. &c. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) T. E. L. Jl!oore, Commander. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Herald," at Sea, 
Sir, off Cape Krusenstern, 19July 1849. 

THE following remarks are founded on their Lordships' orders to me, as well 
as from those to yourself, relative to the boat expedition along the coast of 
Georgia. 

You will perceive, by my first orders, that their Lordships consider light boats, 
or baidars, as the most eligible for prosecuting the voyage along the coast; in my 
second, that they desire, in case of not meeting the" Plover," whose blJats are 
fitted for the expedition, that my launch should be in readiness to accompany the 
baidars to the eastward, towards Point Barro\\,. 

In your orders their Lordships also lay much stress on the description of boat 
to be sr.nt; any departure, therefore, from their views on this head requires to 
be most maturely considered. I !<hall be guided entirely by your matured opinion 
on this subject, from the experience you have had in the navigation of ice-bound 
coasts. 

I consider that, before any boats finally proceed, it should be decided, and the 
party made thoroughly acquainted with the" Plover's" intellded winter quarters. 

In your orders their Lordships emphatically state, that, if no position is found 
for the" l)lover " north of Kotzebue Sound, she must winter there. Your opinion, 
however, is, that a vessel cannot winter in Kotzebue Sound \\ ithout the danger of 
being carried to sea, or thrown on the beach (as the " Fury " was) by the great 
?l'ift of the floes in that sound. This being your opinion of that place for winter­
Ing? I would propose Grantley Harbour as a more fitting place for rendering 
aSSIstance thl:ln any part outside the straits on the Asiatic shore . 

. From Gralltley Harbour (if travelling across the land be practicable), the 
dIstance to Chamisso Island is but 116 miles; by the coast 220. From your 
former winter quarters you were enabled, with the assistance of the natives, to 
travel nearly to East Cape-a greater distance than from Grantley to Chamisso, 
overland; and should you, even now that you know of the friendly disposition of 
the ~atives in your last year's quarters, be enabled to travel across ~he straits on 
th~ I.ce, .any break up of it would cut your parties off from the ShIp. My ~wn 
OpInIOn IS, that a vessel from Oahu, fortified as you are, could reach Chamisso 
Island at an earlier reriod than a vessel wintering where you did last season. 

r fully concur with you in the manner of examining the coast by the boats 
northerly. 

I consider that in consequence of Sir George Simpson's letter, relative to the 
resources of the Hudson's Bay posts on the Mackeuzie, that the boats should be 
{)rdered to return to the" Plover" by September 27. 

Sho~ld ~t be impossible to get into Wainw~!ght's Inlet, I.see no objection, 
and thmk It most advisable that the ,. Plover should remain as far north as 
Safety from her being block~d up for the winter in the ice will permit, returning 
to meet the .. Herald ". before she· goes south, by the 25th of September, off 
(:hamisso Island. 

C4 I do 
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No ,> I' . . h f h .... .' r-p' I do not see the necessity of the two SlipS remallllDg toget er a ter we ave 
l,arratlve 0 ro- . L' h" PI "th" HId' " . 
ceedings of Capt. solved the question as to wmter quarters lor t e over; e era s time 
Kellrtl,Comm!l0der may after that be usefully employed in an examination of the ice line westerly, 
Moore, and Llent. and also up the shoals marked in Captain Beechey's chart. 
Pullen. The method of examining the ('oast for a winter harbour, I should propose as 

follows ;-That the" Owen" (" Herald's" decked boat), with a whaler, or per­
haps a smaller boat, be sent direct to 'Vain wright's Inlet, having your ice-master 
and second master OIl board, with orders to return to the ship and communicate 
the result of their examination; the ships, as you propose, in the offing, having 
your decked boat, and anothe~ boat in sh?re, going along the ~oast !eisurely. 

As it would be attended With most senous results were tillS sl1lp to be beset 
in the ice, I shall trust her safety from such a disaster to your greater experience 
in ice-strewed seas. 

I have given you my feelings and opinion on this subject most freely, and shall 
expect and receive yours in a similar way. 

Commander T. E. 1. Moore, 
H.l\I.S. ,. Plover." 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Henry Kellett, Captain. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Plover," at Sea, 
Sir, 19 July 1849. 

IN reply to your letter of this day's date, relative to the proceedings of the 
boats on arriving off Cape Lisburne, I beg to inform you, that I am of opinion 
that they should on no account be out of sight of the ships at any time, the ves­
sels being kept as close to the land in company with the boats as may be con­
sistent with safety. 

My objection to their proceeding direct to Wainwright's Inlet is, that a loss of 
time would be incurred should the boats in shore finJ a convenient harbour to the 
southward, by their missing the ships on their return, in thick or bad weather, as 
it would be impossible to appoint a rendezvous. 

On finding a proper iulet to winter the " Plover," I should myself proceed 
with the decked boats, two baidars, and a whaler, along the coast towards the 
Mackenzie; bllt should I meet with any difficulties which might endanger the 
return to the " Plover ., this year (and taking into consideration that provisions 
cannot be procured at the Hudson's Bay Company's posts on Peel River or Fort 
Good Hope), I shall deposit OIle decked boat's provisions on a convenient spot 
(sending her back to the ship), in the event that I should be so unfortunate as to 
be obliged to abandon my other boats and travel overland (by the coast) to 
the ship. 

Should all our efforts to procure a harbour of refuge for the " Plover," after 
examining Wainwright's Inlet, prove unsuccessful, I propose that the two decked 
boats, two baidars and a whale boat be immediately despatched towards the 
Mackenzie, with orders to the officer in command that should the ice be heavily 
packed along the coast, in such quantities as to prevent the larger boats from 
proceeding, he ~iI1 bury t~e decked boat's provisions, and prosecute the voyages, 
as far as he .posslbly can ~.lth safety, in the smaller and lighter boats, leaving the 
larger ones III such a pOSitIOn as may be most available, in case the baidars and 
whaler be u~able to reach the Mackenzie, or such place as shall be appointed, so 
as to return III them to the " Plover," as I do not consider the native boats suf­
ficiently safe in a sea-way. 

In. conclusion, I beg to inform you I am still of opinion that the ships should 
remam as long off the packed ice (if no harbour be found) as circumstances wiII 
allow. 

I have, &c. 
Captain Kellett, c. B. 

H.M.S." Herald." 
(:,igned) T. E. L. Moore, Commander. 

In ca~e of its falliug calm, I think it would be advisable to send whalers, 
instead of the decked boats, in search of a winter harbour. 

Sir, 
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Her Majesty's Ship" Herald," off 'Yaillwright Inlet, 
Sir, :.W July 184!). 

As I consider that the orders which Commander :\Ioore has given you for the 
conduct of the interesting expedition of which he has given you the charge to 
embrace all contingencies, I shall simply send you a few extracts from the printed 
papers connected with the Arctic Expedition, as well as a few from the narrative 
of Dease and Simpson's voyage from the Mackenzie to Point Barrow. 

A few points in your orders will, I consider, require your immediate decision on 
your arrival with the boats off Point BaJ'J'ow. • 

The fin;t and most material point is, on arrivinp: at Point Barrow, to decide 
"bether you will push for the Mackenzie in the light boats and send back the 
]aullches (having filled up from them with provisions). I hardly think it possible 
to go halfway to the Mackenzie and get back to join the" Plover;' but consider 
it very practicable in light boats to go direct tllere. ~impson did it, you percein:. 
in 13 days, leaving Point Barrow on the .. !th of August. 

Should }OU decide on retUl ning, you slJOuld be south of Icy Cape by the fir~t 
week in :::;eptember. So says Captain BeeclH'Y, whose authority is not to be 
doubted. 

Should you leave the heavy boats at Refuge Inlet, as a rendezvous, with uu 
intention of returning to them, you must bear in mind tllat I think it likely, in the 
middle of August, with the first \lesterly wind, they will be obliged to leave it, to 
escape being' beset; and as to all appearances "rainwright's Inlet does not offer 
refuge (it being barred at its entrance); tlley would Le ohlif,;eU to run for Point 
Hope, where you should instruct them to rendezvous, and where, up to tbe 10th 
of September, they may expect to meet this ship, or find instructions for tllcir 
guidance buried 10 feet magnetic north from a pole, or written directions on ~ome 
conspicuous rock or cliff. 

Should you get to the l\Iackenzie, and not return this year (I\hieh I think YOll 

should be most cautiolls in attempting), and that you endeavour to return next 
year, it will be necessary for you tll be south of Point. Barrow early in l\U6 \i,t 
1850, to ensure meeting' either this slJip or the" Ployer.·' 

Trusting that you and your gallant little hand may, through the blessing of 
Providence, enjvy good health, and that your exert!olls in behalf of our country­
men may be crowned II itlt success, 

I remain, &c. 

(signeu, Il. Kellett, Captain. 

By T/lOrnas E. L. lJtloore, Esq., Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's 
Brig" Plover," &c. &c. 

Yot: are hereby required and directed to proceed witll the decked boats of the 
" Herald" and" Plover," acccmpanied by two whalers, in the route which I sllal! 
IJoint out to you in these instructions, taking under your orders :Mr. ,,'. H. Hooper 
(acting mate), Mr. Henry l\Iartin (second master), and John Abernethy (acting­
second mastei', ice). 

The boats will be victualled for 70 days, be-sides which each will take five cases 
of pemmican, to be disposed of as I slmil hereafter direct. 

.After you have satisfied yourself that your boats are in every respect provided 
WIth the necessary stores, provisions, &c., you will make the best of your way 
towards the Mackenzie Ri,'er, first visiting Refuge Inlet, to ensure a retreat foJ' the 
decked boats, should vou be lmable to proceed in them, prosecuting your voyage 
in the smaller boat~, a'nd sending the decked ones back to Refuge Inlet, in charge 

- (}f Mr. Hooper, with instructions to him to remain there as long as possible tor 
yOUI' return, but to bury a part of his provisions, and proceed to sea on the appear-
ance of ice in the Inlet, keepillg as close to the rendezvous as he ~an. . 

You are to keep the land as close on hoard as you can consistently do With 
~afety, so that you may be enabled to notice any marks which may have been left 
by the party of whom you are in search. . ., . 

On your arrival at the head of the delta of the Mackenzie, you wIll VISit Pomt 
Separation, in lat. G7° 38' N., long. 133" 53' W., and Whale Island, at the nortl~ 
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.N ~o. 2f p' of the Mackenzie at which places you will find land-marks of wood or stone, 
arratlve 0 ro- '-.. d I . f k 

ceedings of Capt. painted either in white or red, 0.1' wIth blac~ strIpes; an a s~ pIeces 0 r~c 
Kellett,Comm~nder similarly marked, and bottles buned on the clrcu~ference of a c!rcle drawn wIth 
Moore, and LIeut. a lO-feet radius from the point of a broad arrow pamted .on the sIgn~l posts. 
Pullen. On your obtaining any of these notes, y.ou will b: gUide? by theIr con~ents as 

to the propriety of bringing them to the shIp for my mspectlOn or not, taking care 
to re-bury them (should you find it necessary), in such manner that the natives 
may notbe led to suspect that anything liES concealed near the spot. 

When you visit Point Separation, you will bury a bot~le, enc~osing a n?te, 
therein stating the date of your arrival, and the tenor of your InstructlOlls, markmg 
the place as distinctly as you possibly can. '. 

After leaving every infornlation in your power at Point SeparatIon, you mil 
make the best of your way back to the" Plover," but should ~o~ ~nd in ~our 
journey towards the Mackenzie that you will be unabl.e to gam It III ~uffiCl~nt 
time to reach the ship by the 15th of September, you WIll use your own dIscretion 
as to the best time to return, leaving marks on the most conspicuous parts of the 
coast, with buried information of the "Plover's" position, and the proceedings 
of the boats. 

After your arrival at the Mackenzie, should you be by any unfortunate occur­
rence prevented from returning, you are to make for a post of the Hudson's Bay 
Company on Peel River, which falls into the Mackenzie at the head of the delta; 
but as no reliance can be placed on receiving any supplies of provisions there, you 
will pay the strictest possible attention to the issuing and safe-keeping of the 
boat's provisions, so that there he no loss or injury sustained. 

Should you find it absolutely necessary to seek a post, it would be better, if 
possible, for you to proceed to Fort Good Hope, situated on the north or west 
bank of the Mackenzie, one day, or one day and a half, tracking above Point 
Separation. 

The cases of pemmican with which the boats will be supplied are on no 
account to be opened, but for any parties of Sir John Franklin's Expedition, 
except your own provisions fail you, and you have no chance of a fresh supply. 

You II ill occasionally land aloug the coast, taking care to search for any marks 
which may have been erected. 

Should you meet natives, you are to glean every information in your power 
from them relative to Sir John Franklin (as you have the interpreter with you, I 
think you will have little difficulty in conversing with them); taking every pre­
caution that y?U give them no offence, never making an unnecessary display of fire­
arms, or landing when any number are assembled. 

With reference to your movements in case you should be prevented returning 
as before mentioned, after arriving at the Mackenzie you are most distinctly to 
understand that though Peel River and fort Good Hope are to be sought for 
by you in case of necessity, you are to use every possible endeavour to surmount 
any difficulties wbi~h m~y be thrown in your way, by encouraging those un~er 
your orders, and takmg tImely advantage of every favourable circumstance which 
may oc;cur to return to the ship. Should, however, your efforts prove unavailing, 
you wI~1 make t~e be~t of yo.ur way to York Factory, reporting yourself and party 
to their LordshIps WIth as httle delay as possible. 

'Vh~never ~ou have an opportunity (without losing a moment's time) of 
collectll1g speCImens of natural history, you are to do so . 

. Y 011 will keep a journal of your proceedings, wherein you will note every_ 
c)~cumsta~ce worthy of remark, which is to be delivered to me on your return, 
WIth a wrItten dptail of Y0ur journey. 
Yo~ wil.l b~ provided with a quantity of cutlery, tobacco, beads, &c., which 

lOU WIll dIstnbute a~ong such natives as you may meet with, doing everything 
III your power to obtam their friendship. 

Should. a~y of the notes you may obtain state that provisions can be procured 
at P~el River or fort Good Hope, you are to winter there, if you think it at all 
pOSSible that you may meet with difficulties on your return which would cause 
you to winter on the coast. ' 

,\Vithrespect to the t~me of your return, and the manner of proceeding, it 
m~st be left of course entIrely to your own judgment and discretion, bearing in 
mmd. that 'you have no prospect of obtaining supplies at either of the posts 
mentIOned m these orders. . 

I would 
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I would recommend, that on your arriving off Point Barrow, you leave one, 
or e~en both. your decked boats at. that 'place, as I think you would accomplish 
the Journey III a much shorter time III the smaller boats; giving orders to 
Mr. Hooper to return to Refuge Inlet, or any place most convenient, so as to meet 
you on your return. 

On your passage up, ~ou. should make arrangements as to the spot where the 
provisIOns should be buned III case of necessity. 

Having the acting ice-master with you, you will have the advantage of an 
experience of nearly twenty years amongst ice, which I trust will be sufficient to 
give you time}y warning as to t?e approach of danger. 

In conclUSIOn, I have to pomt out to you Icy Cape, Point Hope, and Cape 
Lisburne, as places of rendezvous where you will meet me or find buried 
information of my position; but you may be quite sure of finding me at Chamisso 
Island. 

Having been fortunate enough to reach 70° 461 N., and \r ainwrio-ht's Inlet 
proving unav~iling. as -:vinter quarters for the "Plover," I am l\l~avoidably 
prevented leavmg thiS slup. I therefore express a hope that every exertion will 
be exercised by you and your party, in carrying out these orders and the wishes 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty; and I shall see you leave in full 
confidence in your intentions to put forth all your energy for the reliet of our 
missing' countrymen; and may you, by God's help, be the fortunate means of 
rendering them assistance, being careful of yourself anu party, as you must 
be aware of the anxiety which will be felt by myself and all on board on your 
account. . 

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's ship" Plover," 
off "'ainwright's Inlet, the 25th July 1849. 

Lieutenant Pullen, (signed) T. E. L. JlJoore, Commander. 
H. M. S. "Plover." 

Schooner" Owen," :\londay Evening, 
Dear Sir, 30 July 1849. 

WE have got this far very well; may the rest of our expedition prove as 
successful. We met the main pack in 71° 151 5811 N., much farther south than 
I at all expected, from the mildness of the weather and the fine open sea. I 
have been unsuccessful in my search for a place for t he boats; not even Refuge 
Inlet, very shallow, and a very narrow entrance. 

If I do get to Fort Good Hope, Captain Moore directs me to proceeu to York 
Factory, provided there are not supplies there, and report myself to their 
Lordships; so it will rest with them whether I return next season, much as I 
should like it. We have been detained here a day with a strong wind, and great 
quantities of ice, completely blocking the channel. Our whale-boats are now 
loaded, and swim very deep; so I think I shall most likely take the large boats 
on to Point Barrow~ that is, if possible. 

We have had most beautiful weather till to-day, and the thermometer \\as last 
night down to 36°. We have found the" Owen " rather leaky, but nothing to 
prevent our getting on. The pump is very good. 

The latitude of the most southern part of the pack was 72° 15' 48// N., mer. 
alt., and where we anchored formed a large bay with the shore, the outer or 
~o~th-east point of the pack being about two miles from the shore. The channel 
IS III the deep of this bay, close in shore, and very narrow. 

In the bay are two small icebergs; under the lee of one, and close up to it 
(moored to it), we are now lying with the "Nancy Dawson." I have. seen 
several natives, and rubbed noses with some again; not a pleasant salutation, I 
~re~ . 

Mr. Shedden has promised to deliver these letters, and from him I have got a 
copy of reckoning, showing his track. And now, dear Sir, I mu~t cl~se. 

Captain Moore has got a full account of all I have done. WIth kmd remem-
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brances to all my messmates and ship'Tlates, and gratitude to you for your kindly 
feplings and acts of goodness, 

Believe me, &c. 

Captain Kellett, C.B. 

H. M. S. " Herald." 
(signed) W. J. L. Pll!{Cll, Lieutenant_ 

Schooner" Owen," fast under the lee of an iceberg, pinnace and the 
two whale-boats clos e alongside; also, schooner-yacht ., Nancy 
Dawson," in company. Lat. 71 0151 58" N., two miles off shore. 

Sir, Monday, 30 July 18-19. 
I BEG to inform you of my anchoring' with the boats at 3. 1;) yesterday after­

noon at the edge of the pack, and the entrance of a narrow channel lead~ng 
northward, and close along shore. We ha ve had a long passage up, but towlllg 
two boats with the wind lio'ht sometimes, and always foul, has been the cause. 
Tbe second night after le~ving the vessel we anchored in the southern part of 
Peard's Bay, our reckoning at noon being 71 0 91 N. lat. m~r. alt., a~ld 159' ~7' 
long. D. R. The morning', as you know, was. a fog, v~ry tlllck. 1 dId not .lIke 
to track the pinnace, and second whaler belllg to wmd ward and. out of Slg~lt 
(although not far off), feared I might lu,,;e them, orr should ha~e been closer In 

shore (neither of them heard my musket signals). \\ e lay at tIllS anchorage only 
two hours, to get wood. Between it and Cape. Smyth every place likcly to afford 
shelter has be~n looked into without success, not even Hefuge Iniet. I sounded 
it on Saturday night, and on the bar got only three feet, and that so narrow, that 
I consider it entirely out of the question as a place for the boats. r shall not take 
the larger boats farther on than we now are, and hope to leave to-morrow, as 
there is now a strong N. E. wind, also a current of two knots throug'h the 
channel, setting S.\V., with large floes of drift ice. Standing up for the ice 
Vfsterday, it appe~red (Iuite connected with the land; when I stood to the west­
~\·aJ'(l along' the pack, hoping there wus a passage there, I saw the "~alicy 
Dawson ., running' towards us. At six I boarded her, when 1\11'. Shedden informed 
,:1e of his having been up to 7:1.° i'J., was then stopped by the pack, and ran it 
down to tllis point. He anchored about an hour after us, one-eighth of a mile 
,outh of the western of the two icebergs we were lying between. This morning, 
heavy masses of field ice about us, and the channel completely blue ked up. with a 
strong' ~~ .E. wind. The" Owen" and schooner had to haul close under the 
lee of an iceberg, in consequence; the pinnace doing so last evenin,!:!: to get clear 
of the drift. Under these circumstances, I do not consider it prudent to start; I 
shall tiJerefore hold on till the channel is clear. and wind moderate. \Y c have 
had beautiful weather and a very clear sea, until Saturday night; in fact, up to 
that time we had seen more ice off \Vainwright's Inlet and Sea-Horse Islands. 

'Y(' have had a great many natives, with whom I rubbed noses; they have 
been very friendly, but to-day, when the boats were lying under the berg, 
preparing for the start, they suddenly decamped, and, on overhauling, missed one 
of the boat's crlltch~s, ~Vl r. Shedden three, and two gangway brasses for side-ropes. 
Our hoats are certamly very deep, as I am most anxious to take as much provision 
as possible, that we may 110t distress Fort Good Hope in the event of our reaching 
it, 01' allY other of the Hudson's Bay Company's establishments, as I do not think 
it likely I sh~l\ ~et b.ack a~ain this season. I have loaded them up with seventy 
days from. tillS time, IncludIng MI'. Hooper (mate) and myself, iutending to leave 
~Ir. ;\lartIn. (second master) ~ith the larger boats, thinking him better adapted 
f~r the s~rvlce, and not knowIn~ how to use the" Fox's ,. dipping instrument. I 
dId say, In t~le former part of thiS letter, I should not take the larger hoats further 
on: but seelOg the whalers so deep, I shall not part with them till I get to Point 
Barrow; t.hen return to the edge of the pack. 

The natives, ~s far as we can understand each other, say there is a clear sea all 
along the coast tor boats, and that they have seen nothing like ships. The inter­
preter has not unders.tood them well, although he has made himself generally 
useful. On overhaulmg the bread, I find we are nearly 300 lbs. short, without 
counting' the two bags I left behind; and as Ylr. Shp-dden has offered to let us 
have whatever we want, I have tilled up, and have directed Mr .. Martin to get a 
supply from him when he requires it. I also found wanting a pickaxe and a 

shovel. 
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shovel with which he has supplied me. In fact, his attention and willin<rness to 
assist 'in every possible way has been quite beyond my praise, nor hav~ I any 
means of making an adequate return .• I shall leave to you, Sir, to do "'hat is 
ricrht on this occar,ion. I have got the latitudes and longitudes, together with a 
fe~v extracts from his log, which may be perhaps interesting-. 

And now, Sir, I must bring this to a cop-clusion, as I think I have g'iven you all 
particulars. I need hardly say ho,~ anxious I am, as wel.l as my men.' to get on, 
but it would be madness to start with such a breeze as is now blowmg, and the 
boats so deep. I am happy to say all are well, and the men have conducted 
themselves much to my satisfaction. FOI' our success I cannot say: I hope we 
all know with w;.0m that rests, and trust He will be pleased to gTant it to us, 
particularly by finding those of \~'~lOm .we arc in search, and rem?ve all dang'er 
and difficulty from our path. \\ Ith kmd remembrances to Captalt1 Kellett, all 
my messmates and shipmates in the" Herald," not forgettin.g those in the 
" Plover," 

Commander Moore, 
&c. &c. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) TV. J. L. Pill/en, 
Lieutenant H. ~r. S. "PloYer." 

:My dear Captain Kellett, Night of -l: August IS-lD. 
I WROTE to you from the edge of the pack, and then thoug'ht that we should 

have been much further in advance tban we now are, but ice is terrible stuff to 
deal with; however, I do not despair, and confidently hope to reach the 
Mackenzie, but still so l."te that I do not expect to get back again. I bought a 
baidar off Point Barrow, so that I am not in any way afraid of \\ ant, should "'e 
have to winter at Fort Hope. I am now just on the start again from our present 
.position, lat. i 10 12' ~., long'. 1 ;')-10 5G' W., \\'ith a cieal' open sea and a fair wind. 
I stayed at Point Barrow all the 2d, got the dip K~O 4' observations for time, lati­
tude and declination, but not worked. The second master, who I send hack with 
the boats, has got them, and can give you any particulars. 

The small compass you so killdly lent me I send back, as I did not recollect at 
the time I had one myself. 

~h. Shedden has followed us up quite to Point Barrow. I hope he i.~ now all 
clear; his kindness has been unbounded, assisting us in every way. It is now 
nne. For the last day we have had strong breezes from S. and S.S'-W., with heavy 
ram. 

I much fear we cannot take the interpreter; he is verv ill, and seems to be 
frightened, so I think his room would be better than his company; he has been 
of but little use; in fact, does not understand the natives here. 'Ve have got on 
with them famously, and ha\'e been among them as old standing friends. I will 
now wind this up, as time is now drawing near for om start. 

May God bless you. Sir, for your kindness; and I hope we shall meet again. 
With kind remembrances to all on board, 

Captain Kellett, C.B. 

'&c. &c. 

Believe me, &c. 

(signed) TV. J. L. Pulien. 

P.S.-Captain }Ioore, in his orders, says, if I am obliged to seek Fort Hope, 
I am to make the best of my way to York Factory, and report myself to the 
Admiralty; in that case I shall hardly get back next season, but go home with 
the Hudson's Bay ships. 

Schooner "Owen," north of a low sandy islet, extending nearly 
east and west, in one fathom sandy bottom. Lat. 71 0 12' N., 
long. 1540 56' "Y. 

Sir, -l: August IS-Hi. 

I BEG leave to forward, by return of the decked boats, a copy of my proceedings 
.up to this time. We anchored here yesterday afternoon, just as a heavy breeze 
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KO.2. d' d' I 
l\arratlVl: of Pro- frolTl the 8.S. W. was coming on, accompanied with rain; an Imme late y com-
ndings of Capt. menced stowinO' the whale-boats and a baidar, which 1 bought from the natives at 
Kellf:tt,Comm~nder Point Barro,,·. b ". e left the place from which my last was dated on the evening 
1\1oo,-e, and Llellt. . d f h . th h I 
Pullen. of the 31st of July, maklllg good p:ogress, an r?m t e open sea III .e c anne, 

leading north between the packed Ice and the mam, hoped ~o reach. Pomt Barrow 
that night. The wind was N.E., and a strong southerly tIde agam~t us, when 
at 11, to our disappointment, \\'e were most effectually stopped, four ~Illles from the 
point; the ice, from the land to the main pack, formed m one solId ~ody,. some 
of it acrround in four fathoms water. All we could do 1I0W was to walt patiently 
for a clJall":e of wind. The next day, 1st of Aug'ust, wind still the same, and 
occasionally a thick fog, we managed to get on auout a mile by tracking, and 
secured to the shore ice in la1. 71 0 20' 30" N. \Vith the ice-master I pulled 
along; with one of the whale-boats the whole edge of the grounded ice up to the 
main pack, without discovering any passage, or chance of one, when I determined 
that, if to-morrow Jid not see the edge' of the ice clear, to haul the two boats over 
the narrow part of the land of Point Barrow, and push through by Elson's Bay, 
as the sea ,,"as there clear, In the evening I landed, and visited the natives, who 
mustered wry strong, but who were very friendly and glad to see us. I went to 
their tents, in fact all over their camps, when they all assembled-I should say no 
less thau :-I() men, women and children-and for an hour danced for our amusc­
UH'ut; I gan them a few beads, tobacco, snuff, &c., and returned to the vessel, 
accompanied by a fe,,', One of them having been wounded in the hand, requested 
me to dress it; I did so, as well as possible, and sent him away with a cleaner 
hand than I think be ever had before. I had not been half an hour on board 
when I heard a heavy gun to the southward j I thought it might be the" Plover j" 
pulled away in the direction; fog so thick not able to see, but soon saw the schooner 
" Nancy Dawson," who seems determined to go as far as possiule. 

In the night, about 11 o'clock, the wind veered to S.E. and S., and by 
-l o'clock the ground ice was on the move, driving' to the northward, with a current 
of at least two knots, 

1\t 5 we were ofr, and at 7 came-to in two fathoms water, 100 fathoms off 
shore of Point Barrow, Here I landed to erect a mark and get sights, and look 
for the post Elson left; I could not find it, therefore went on with our observa­
tions. Tbe dip, 82° ,-1'; the latitude, lougitude and variation I have not worked, 
leaving it for a future time, when I have more to spare. I send you, by Mr. 
Martin, the observations. 

:\t Point Barrow, we were on shore all day, and ",ere well received by the 
natives, who constantly surrounded us, but no trouble; quiet and orderly, which 
we particularly wanted while getting our observations. 

I can assure you it gives me great pleasure being able to speak of them in this 
way. I bought.a baidar for th,e purpose of taking all our own provisions, 'the 
II hale-boats floatll1g' very deep wlth even only 50 days', and if we do not come back, 
as I most confidently hope to reach the Mackenzie, fcom the open and clear sea 
now around us, 

"\Ye anchored in this spot yesterday afternoon, just as a stiff breeze was comincr 
on from S,~,W., but we went on with our 10adinO" and start to-day sendinO" M~ 

• J":)), o· 
~~rtll1 and. the two, large ~oats back. I have given him only three weeks' pro­
V1SlOns, takll1g all hIS remall1dermyself.to O"uard acrainst no supply at Fort Hope 
if we are obliged to seek it. 0 0 ' 

Mr. Sbe?den h.as follo~ed us up most perseveringly, for now I have every 
re~s~n to ,tlunk h.e lS at. Pomt Barrow, as he was under weigh yesterday morning, 
dflvmg wlth the Ice whICh surrounded him to the north. He will let Ml·. Martin 
ba,ve pro~isions, if required, and .bury a quantity at Refuge Inlet. The mark I 
lett at Pomt Barrow was 20 feet m lenoth with a cross in it and painted was 
"PI ' , b . db' , . over s oats arrIve. on. the 2d August. Intelligence, lO feet N.E." In a 
hole, a preserved meat tm, w1lh a letter statino where lJoino how many men what . , d h h I:" b b' , 
prOVISIOns, an t at t e large boats return again, staying as long as possible off 
the ~~ck j also the places of rendezvous of" Herald" and" Plover." 

\\' lth every hope of our success, 

Captain ~loore, 
H. )1. B. " Plover." 

I remain, &c. 
(signed) lV. J. L. Pullen, 

Lieutenant H. M. B. " Plover." 

August 
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August 4, Midnight.-The two whale-boats left us, towing a baidar laden 
,,"ith provisions, to enable thp-m to carry 100 days' provisions for 14 men (in all), 
amidst three hearty good cheers on both sides, the wind at the time beiu<r about 
W. by S.; force, four; with about one knot, easterly current: it had been 
blowing fresh ~t time~ during the d.ay, fro?1 the same quarter, with rain. The day 
was employed III stowl~g the prOVISIons III the boats, and otherwise preparing 
them, as, the seas~n bemg ~o far ~dvanced, it was thought to be impossiblE' for 
them to return thIs year, III whIch case they would make their way to York 
Factory, and most probably proceed to England, everyone of us left behind 
envying them their good luck, being ready and willing to contend with the hard­
ships they must more or less experience in the open boats. 2.30. of thc 5th, 
Mr. Hooper returned in one of the whalers, having missed, or unable to find, the 
percussion caps; but one of the .men recollected him stowing them in the magazine 
half-case. I, however, gave him some of mine, ill case of his not finding them; 
in a quarter of an hour he was again under weigh, and soon out of sight, the wind 
having freshened a little. L 

All the day (5th) could not get under weigh, the wind blowing, about ,ix or seven, 
from W. by S. to S. W. by W., with a lee current, the ice in the offing drifting 
fast to leeward, but none came foul of us, being under the lee, and protected by a 
long low narrow bank, which I think must be about four or five miles ,iiI the 
main; also very low; the water between being very shallow, lat. 71· I ~' ~., long. 
1540 56' W. 

Monday, 6th.-Finer looking from westward. 4 to 5, current East. Weighed 
about II. Stood over to the ice, and back, but barely fetched \\' hero we came 
from. Tried short tacks, but gaining nothing, carne-to again at :::. Men employed 
cleaning their arms. I t came on small rain about 5, but clcarC'ri off about 8, the 
wind still continuing the same. 

Tuesday, 7th.-Got under weigh; wind from westward about 3. It soon after 
fell calm, and then catspaws, round the compass. Noon, a I"te I· preparing for 
tracking, getting on shore, laying anchors out, &c., got a light breeze about E.N.E., 
of which we took advantage, and stood on about W.; the weather fine anti clear, 
sun out. The wind came round to S.E. about 4; still fine and clear; force about 

. three to four. These last three days observed a great many flocks of \\ihl ducks 
migrating W.S.W., flying low mostly. 

Wednesday, 8th .-4 a. m. Came-to off Point Barrow in three fathoms; fi lIed 
up with water, and got wood; found the natives very friendly, carrying our bar­
ricoes for us. The men on shore by turns. About noon, blowing fresh from :-'.E., 
purchased a baidar from the natives, who seemed rather unwilling to part with it, 
having very few. I saw but two others, although several in Eramo. I, however, 
got the boat for two knives and about a pound and a half of tobacco; they did 
not fancy the looking-glass so well as the knives. About 5 p. m. Mr. Dunn, ch ief 
officer of the "Nancy Dawson" yacht, came on board, having walked round from 
the point to the southward, where he was for the purpose of recovering a bower 
anchor and some chain, which the yacht had lost, by the cable parting, from the 
pressure of the ice, on the 5th or 6th, she having made sail afterwards and forced 
her ~ay through the ice to the southward of Refuge Inlet, where she was laying 
awaiting the launch's return. We got under weigh about G, intending to run 
do~n to the yacht's launch and go to the schooner; but falling calm, we were 
obhged to come-to again, as we were fast drifting to the northward, and had to 
get ~he oars out, the yacht's skin boat towing to get near the shore again. After 
commg-to spliced the mainbrace, and let all but five or six men go on shore, the 
yac?t's men being in company with them, taking their muskets for sh?oting. The 
natIves, seeing the yacht's boats join us, and so many of them gomg on sh?re 
together, with their arms, fancied we intended attacking them; and after sendmg 
their women and children out of the way, met our men with their bows and arrows, 
ready to act on the defensive: they appeared most anxious for us to go on board, 
alld get under weigh; but it being calm at the time, we could not; so that all the 
men took their arms down to the boat, left them, and returned unarmed. The 
natives then took their bows away, and they commenced dancing and singing. I 
remained about an hour, and then went on board. 
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The next day (9th) the yacht's boat left to return ~~ hoard, whe~ I lande~ with 
most of our men unarmed to show them we were fnendly and dId not mIstrust 
them; they appeared now quite friendly, dancing and singing, and filled our water 
barricoes again. . 

. It arrain fell calm so that we could not follow the yacht's boat, willch was pull­
inn·· but ahout .j I). 'm. havin rr a lio-ht breeze from the W .N. \\T., got under weigh; 

to' , . ." to '>6 1 A 
it came on thick, and the breeze freslJened, steered S. by W. about - mag. t 
a little after 10 p. m. came-to in sev.en fathom~, close to the schooner ., Nancy 
Dawsun;' their boat having returned about 20 mmutes before. Went on uoard. 

Friday, 1 Oth.-Went on shore with Mr. Shedden, in his gig, to obtain the lati-· 
tude of an inlet, off which we were anchored. The inlet was, however, barred 
across, although his jolly-boat had been in the d~y. before; landed on the beach, 
but as it was blowino- fresh, and a heavy surf beatll1g", we very nearly swamped 
the hoat in so doing.'" )1 r. Dunn in the afternoon went on shore to ascertain if 
there was another inlet further north; found another larger one, about 51 further 
aloll'" the coast and there bein'" huts on its northern and eastern side, we concluded ~, ~ 

it to he Refuge Inlet. 

Saturday, I) th.-\Vent on shore to erect a post and bury provisions from the 
yacht, with Mr. Shedden, as, owing' to the natives being at Refuge Inlet, and there 
beinn' none here, we could accomplish it the more easily. Mr. Dunn erected a 
post ~t Hefuge Inlet, with marks to find a LottIe buried there, containing informa­
tion that the provisions were buried at this inlet. The forenoon was calm; a 
breeze sprung up ill the afternoon from the eastward; a shower of hail about 
I p.m. ; lit a large fire over the buried provisions, to destroy signs of digging', which 
was very hard frozen. 

Sunday, l2th.-Wind easterly. -l to :; a. m. fine; p. m. showers of rain, cloudy: 
wet afternoon. About Ii p. m., then tolerably fine. not rainy, I was called on oy 
Mr. Shedden to assist him, as his men had refused to work when called to hoist 
the launch in; being' my~elf present at the time, hearing and seeing the mutinolls 
disposition of three in particular, and seeing no just cause for such behaviour from 
them. after IJearing the Agreement and Scales of Victualling, &c. read, I placed 
the three men in irons, our men assisting to get the launch in, as but very few of 
the schooner's men would work on account of the others being placed in irons. 
Kept the corporal and the only two marines on board the schooner, in case of any 
outbreak to release the others; our men in the boats beina close-to and within 
hail, ready to come on board with their arms to assist. Als~ had arms ready in 
the scho\1ller's cabin, ~Ir. Shedden not feelina safe; he havino- been told that in 
case of the vessel having to winter,by being blocked up in th: ice, some of them 
would do for him, with other threatening language. 

Monclay, 13th.-On the vacht's men beinCT called on in the mornino' to weiah,. 
~ .. ~ .0 0 

they nearly all refused to work, without the other men were liberated, which I did 
not deem prudent, being' able to work the schooner and the boats with our OWIl I 

men, and the few of the schooner's who were at work. Got under weigh, and 
took the boats in tow (they also sailing), "ind at W.N.W. Steered S.W.; force 
from three to four; wind heading, at times breaking-ofl' (0 S. W. by S. Observed 
the Sea-Horse Islands, bearing ~?out S.w. oy W.; having had a strong seuth­
easterly current, tacked, as reqUlsite to get to windward of ditto. 

Tuesday, Hth.-Calms a~d light winds having shifted to the S.E. Sea-Horse 
Islands a-head, and observlllg a bank to the northward on which the sea was 
bre~king" kept alo~g the:\". and N.X. W., to clear ditto; hauling up at noon, to 
S.". A t ~ '. S.S." .; and 2.30, S.; 3.30, made the land, standing-in for ditto. 
to o?serye If a post had ~een erected on or near 'Vainwright's Inlet, wit.h infor-· 
~atJOIl.where to find the slllps. Winu E.S.E., about .:1 to 5. Wind in the evening 
mcreaslllg to a moderate gale from southward the sea risillo-. Reefed the topsails; 
fore and mainsails two reefs. ' to 

Wednesday,. 15th.-a. m., m.oderate gale from southward; the hoats broke adrift 
three or four tlm:s,. and the SklO boat lost by breaking adrift; about 3, very heavy 
sea; D, looked dIrtIer a-head; close reefed fore and main topsails, and fore stay­

sail; 
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sail· p. m., calm. Got a breeze ill the evening from N.N.E. Steered E.S.E., 
towi~g boats, expecting to make Icy Cape. 

Thursday, 16th.-3. 30 a. m., made the land; hauled up E. by N. for ditto. 
5, Cape Collier E.N.E. :Made a W. by S.! S. course, 38' from ditto to noon, hav­
in2" to keep-up several times, from observing the land a-head of us, about 10.30 it 
bearing nearly W.N .W., by which bearing, if the chart had been correct, we 
ought to have beel!- on shore; as it was, we were running on five or six hnots, the 
wind from the northward. Fresh; at 8 the boats again broke adrift, and as there 
was a good heavy following sea, deemed it best for them to proceed by themselves, 
the schooner making and shortening sail to keep company. Noon, from a rouah 
altitude, the land being iu the way, and from our soundings, four or five fathor;s, 
found we were on the Blossoms Shoals. At 2 kept her S. W. by S., as we had 
experienced such a very strong current to eastward, and wutherly withal, the 
breeze falling lighter in the afternoon, and the sea down. On making Cape Collie, 
found that we had not seen it before, the huts being lower, a surf some considerable 
distance off, and long low beach. '\T e could not discover the entrance to Wain­
wright'S Inlet, although there was every appearance of it. The place with llUts, 
seen on the evening of the 14tll, must have been Point Belcher, giving these also 
a strong easterly set, which we had experienced the night before when near the 
Sea-Horse Islands; but nearly on all occasions before, I have found the currents 
influenced entirely by the winds setting whichever way it has been blowing hard 
to, and near Point Barrow, on both sides, have drank the water alongside, althoug'h 
rather brackish. 

Friday, 17th.-Steering S. \Y. by S. all day. Boats in company, wind light, 
north-westerly and northerly. Cloudy all day. 

Saturday, 18th.·-Made the land of Cape Lisburne about 4 a.m., bearing' about 
S.S.E. Steered for ditto, which we did not get abreast of till the evening, 
although running four or five knots, making the current easterly before sighting, 
and northerly afterwards. Ran close enough in shore to observe, had a post been 
erected any where by Cape Lisburne, but saw none. Hove-to at midnight, being 
too dark to discern the end of Point Hope, to which we knew we must be near. 

Sunday, 19th.-Bore up and came-to under the lee of Point Hope at 4 a.m., 
in 11 fathoms. Landed to get wood. Got pinnace's mainmast down, and repaired 
the sail. Met about a dozen natives, very dirty looking, and very great adepts at 
pickpocketing. They appeared very poor, nothing to barter; all their skins bad. 
They did not belong to Point Hope, but near to the lagoon on S. E. end of point. 
Wind about 6, all day N.N.W. 

Monday, 20th.-Wind N.N.W. and N.W., 6 to 8, heavy squalls, and a good 
deal of snow. 

Tuesday, 21st.-'Veather more moderate, wind N.\Y., heavy squalls all day, 
sleet, snolV and rain. "'ind coming more to westward. 

Wednesday, 22d.-Very fine and warm, quite calm, 8. strong CUl~rent setti~g 
to the eastward. Got boats alongside to clear and repmr, both belllg leaky III 

their upper works. Bought another skin boat for a string of beads and some 
tobacco; they preferred the beads to a knife. Could not get any water. Ca.l1Je 
on to blow fresh from southward, with rain, heavy showers. First II atch WIlld 

shifted to E.N.E. Very heavy sea. 

Thursday, 23d.-Wind f"om eastward, raining in forenoon, vessel rolling 
heavily. Noon finer, less wind; wind from N.E. 2 to 3, sea fast decr(asing. 

Friday, 2-!th.-Wind N.E., 3. Observed Her Majesty's ship "Herald " 
coming from the northward. Shoved off from yacht with 1\lr. Shedden, to go Oil 

board her. 
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Her Majesty's Ship" Plover," at Sea, 
S· 4 August 1849. Ir, 

I HAVE the honour to call your attention to the necessity of deciding on and 
placing the "Plover" in a safe posi~ion f~r. t.he a!Jproac~ing winter, .without 
further delay, in consequence of the Imposslbtl~ty I feel eXists of my bemg able 
to keep within proper distance o! any. of the pomts of rendezvou~ (for the boats) 
without riskinO' the safety of thiS ship, from the unfortunate circumstance that 
1l0thinO' can b; done with her on a wind; in proof of which I beg to acquaint 
you th~t, on the night of. the 2d .instant, while sta.nding to the westward, with 
the wind stronO' at S.W., It was With the utmost difficulty that I weathered the 
packed ice; anod such was my position, that had the wind veered a couple of points 
more to the westward, nothing could have prevented her being driven on the 
!Jack; and with the sea then running on it, I feel convinced the consequences 
would have been most serious. 

On a wind, with all plain sail set and a stron~ breeze, she has been going 
1'8 per hour. With a ship possessed of such sailing qualities, I am thoroughly 
satisfied that if caught on a lee shore, any chance of saving her would be small 
indeed. 

Being now acquainted with such positive proof of the difficulties under which 
I labour, you will, 1 am sure, perfectly understand my anxiety to place Her 
Majesty's ship under my command in her winter quarters as soon as possible. 

I have, &c. 
Captain H. Kellett, C.B. (signed) T. E. L. Moore, Commander. 

H. M. S. "Herald." 

Her Majesty's Brig" Plover," Choris Peninsula, 
Sir, Kotzebue Sound, 26 September 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that it is my intentiun, on the breaking up 
of the ice in Kotzebue Sound in 1850, to proceed to the northward, and that 
should you arrive before I return to the south ward, you will find information of 
my position, &c., buried ten feet magnetic north of the post on Chamisso Island, 
and in the house on Choris Peninsula. 

I have, &c. 
Captain H. Kellett, C.B. 

H. M. S. " Herald." 
(signed) T. E. L. Moore, Commander. 

It is my intention to communicate with Point Barrow next year, and return to 
this place about the end of July. 

(signed) T. E. L. Moore, Commander. 

Her Majesty's Discovery Ship" Plover," Choris Peninsula, 
Sir, . Kotzebue Sound, 25 September 1849. 

HA VING had no opportumty of communicatinO' with Great Britain since my 
last Report to my.Lords Cum missioners of the Admiralty, dated August 184~, 
at Wo~h~. (Sandw~ch Is~ands), I have the honuur to acquaint you, for the!r 
Lordships mformatlOn, WIth the "General ProceedinO's" of Her Majesty's ship 
under my command up to this period. ::> 

After filling up water and laying in a stock of fresh provisions, vegetables, &c., 
I sall~d from Woahu ~25t~ of August 1848) with the north-east trade wind, which 
I earned pretty steadIly tIll the 3d of September, at whicu time I had reached 
the parallel of 36° N. and 171 0 W. From this date I continued to hold a course 
to the S. W. (though much .impeded by northerly winds), in order that in the 
event of meetlllg westerly .wmds, as I had been led to expect, I might have the 
passage thro~gh t~e AleutIan .Islands under my lee. On the 27th of September 
I had the satisfaction of knowmg, by the ship's reckoning, that I had passed the 

latitude 
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latitude of Attu, the westernmost island of this group, though from the prevail­
ing cloudy and foggy weather no indication of my approach to land could be 
observed, beyond a slight discoloured appearance of the sea, which had been first 
noticed on the 20th, on which day I commenced to sound, but found no bottom, 
till the 5th of October, in lat. 61 0 19' N., long. 174° 8' E. 

As I had now obtained suundings, and having observed for a day or two past 
a bright yellow blink extending froln N. to S. E. by E., I kept the deep sea lead 
constantly going, which gave on the 8th (October) 170 fathoms, grlldually 
decreasing from that day, till the Island of St. Lawrence was seen on the 13th. 

From the 23d of September I experienced a succession of variable and light 
winds, with frequent squalls of moderate force, chiefly from N.W. and N.E., and 
occasional calms, the weather being almost constantly thick and cloudy, with 
frequent falls of rain; and subsequently to the 3d of October, ,vhen the tempe­
rature had fallen permanently below 40° Fahr., sleet and snow prevailed. 

On the ]3th the island of St. Lawrence was made out, already covered with 
snow, causing its appearance to be with difficulty reconciled with the delineations 
on the Admiralty charts; those of Behring's Straits, together with the "Sailing 
Directions" forwarded by Admiral Lutzke, through Captain Kellett, unfortunately 
not having reached me. In the evening, whilst yet in the passage, the wind 
again veered to N .E., and continued to blow from that quarter, increasing in force 
during the night, and, notwithstanding the utmost vigilance of the officers of the 
watches, found on the 16th I was 30 miles to the southward of my position on 
the previous day, being several miles to leeward of the South Cape (Asiatic 
shore), instead of weathering Cape Chaplain as I expected. Finding the vessel 
thus totally unqualified to contend against an adverse wind, and a strong current 
setting to the S.'''. (which had been felt in some considerable degree these 
several days past), I felt the necessity of seeking shelter under the land whilst 
still in my power, rather than remain at sea under such unfavourable circum­
stances. I accordingly came-to at 7. 20 a.m., in a bay on the south-west coast of 
Siberia, open to the south and west, at a distance of four miles from the land, 
in readiness to take immediate advantage of any favourable circumstance that 
might cccur. Mr. Henry Martin (second master) was despatched to examine 
an indentation which I observed, having the appearance of a river, who on his 
retllrn reported the existence of all extensive harbour, with safe anchorage, pro­
tected from the sea by a loner low spit. In the meantime a number of natives 
came off to {he ship, from ~hom I understood that I could conveniently procure 
a supply of water near the anchorage reported by Mr. Martin. I stood in on 
the following day, and anchored at 9. -1-;, p. m., in 20 fathom;; water, the wind 
being still fresh at N.E. 

On the 20th, finding the direction and force of the wind to continue, the 
temperature of the air to fall as low as 23~o Fahr., and the sea-water to 28~o, I 
deemed it prudent to take the opinions of the officers as to whether an endeavour 
to proceed to the northward should be made (these opinions I have the honour to 
e~close), ~hich J beg to state were s~ri~tly il!,accordance with ~y own s~ntime~ts; 
VIZ., that It would be better to remam In this secure harbour tor the ,,'mter, than 
make a useless attempt to proceed northward, with a probability of being unable 
to re~~in Illy advantageous position (from which I could send out ove.rland 
expeditIOns), and on account of the advanced season, to lose the chance of 'nnter­
ing even in Petr~pauI8ki. I therefore determined, should no favourable change 
take place before the 26th, to select a convenient spot in which to place the ship 
for the winter. 

On the 23d a still further reduction of temperature took place; the upper part 
of the harbour was reported freezing· over, and large m~sses of ice forming ?ur~ng 
the night about the ship; in conf;equence of which, after a pers.onal exammatlOn 
of an inner harbour, possessing many advantages, I removed thither on the 24th, 
anchoring at 3 p. m., in seven fathoms. '.. _ 

The harbour to which I had now removed communIcated With the larger one 
by an opt'ning a mile wide, forming a basin four miles long·, and one and a half in 
breadth, surrounded on every side by lofty mountains, e~cept to the southwa~·d, 
where it was separated from the sea by a tract o~ low la~d, and an extensive 
lagoon, and having deep water at the entrance and middle, With good anc.horage on 
each side close to the shore. On the low land at the south was a native s:ttle­
ment of seven huts, to "hich belonged a large herd of rein~ee(,. fr~ffi whICh I 
hoped from time to time to obtain supplies of fresh meat. Consldermg It, however, 
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Nar!ati,e uf I'ro- safer for the ship, on account of the force and preva ence 0 t e .. winds, 
ceeuings of Capt. as well as the probability of the ice drifting, and on the whole better tl) be at a 
KellHt,Commander little distance from a people whose friendly dispo~ition was not yet established, I 
Moore, and Llell!. . h h b 1 25th d tl' d tl h' PlIlIen. removed to the north SIde of tear our on t 1e . ,an leI e secure Ie S Ip 

for the winter, on the 28th (October). .., . . 
From the 29th, the people were employed Ul dIs~la.ntlmg the slup, leavl~g 

nothino- but the lower rio-ooino- over the mast~heads, bmldmg a house of stones, tor 
the co~venience of worki~g rhe forge, drying clothes, &c., and hO\lsing the ship 
in, all which was completed by the 8th of ~ovember. 

Durino- this time, ice was continually formlllg around, and frequently broken up 
by squal~ and stmng N.E. winds, so that the shiI? ~as not final~y frozen i~ un~il 
the 18th, when the natives were first enabled to VISit us alongsIde the slllp. m 
their sledges, drawn by dogs. . . . " 

It will now be necessary for me to lllform their Lordships of the fl"lendly In­

tercourse I had succeeded in establishing with the different tribes of natives neal' 
my winter quarters. They first appeared to he~itate about c?ming ()~ board, bu~ on 
making a few presents, and allowing some traffic to ~e carn~d on Wlt~ tl~em, tlley 
(rained confidence, at least so far as to enter the ship readIly when mvlted to do 
;0; being careful on all occasions to guard against treachery on their part, on 
account of the warlike and relentless character attached to the people of these 
coasts bv some authors. 

Durin'g the months of November and December, the ship was daily visited, not 
only by those in the vicinity, but also by others from a distance along the coast 
and inland; by my intercourse with whom I was enabled to satisfy myself that 
they were not only peaceful, but disposed to be actively friendly toward myself and 
the officers and men undel' my command. The first difficulty was to gain some 
knowledge of the languag-e, to which all the officers applied themselves with sur­
prising success; so much so, that in the early part of the year I was enabled to 
-;;end them in different directions, with the confident expectation that they 1V0uld 
he able to make successful inquil'ies as to whether any vessels answering to the 
description of Her :Majesty's ships " Erebus" and "Terror" had visited any part 
of the coast, or been seen dming the past year by any of the natives. 

On these expeditions, every officer in the ship (except Mr. F'rancis Lee, acting 
~econd mastel', ice) took his turn, displaying throughout a persevering energy 
III enduring fatigue and hardship, as well as firmness and discretion in their 
intercourse with the natives, which I cannot sufficiently commend; which conduct, 
I sincerely trust, will meet their Lordships' approbation, and tend to their future 
advancement. 

C?f these hardships ~ can confidently speak from my own experience, in tra­
vellIng on several occaSIOns on a sledge. in heavy snow drifts, with the thermometer 
a! 30· below. zero. The. foll.owing account of a party, which left the ship in 
}ebruary, Will be read With mterest, I think. 

Having understood from the natives that there was to be seen the remains of a 
vesse~ near East C~pe! (but t~e time of the ship's wreck I could not make out), 
to galll more certalll mf?rmatlOn of which, I sent Mr. ,V m. H. Hooper, acting 
ma~e, Mr. ~enry l\Ia~tlll, s:cond master, and Mr. ,V m. H. Moore, master's 
ass~stant, With two natIve gUides, who were familiar with that part of the coast, 
;:n~ upon whom I could :onfid~ntly depend~ giving: them directions to proceed as 
f~I . as _they found the natIves fnendly, and, If practIcable, to cross the straits, and 
VI:Slt Kotzebue ~oun.d, but on no account rashly to trust themselves among tribes 
with. whom their ~UId~s .wel·e not familiar, or were in every way doubtful of. On 
th.e second day o~ their Journey, when about 50 miles from the ship, they were 
0\ ertaken by ~ ~IOlent snow storm, by which their p1"Ogress was much impeded, 
and from the tlilckness of the we.ather, all idea of the direction in which they had 
travelled became lost, and at mg.htfall the guides confessed they knew not where 
th.ey were, and .that they must walt for clear weather which might be expected 
\\ lth t3e moonh~ht. On the second day, the gllid~s were in some degree re­
assl~r~ ,and agam proceeded; but at night found themselves as ianorant of theil' 
pOSItIOn as ever.; and the third day was passed in the same manner ~ On the fourth 
~ay, Mr. Martm, from the fact of theil' havino- been for the o-reater part of th~ 
time on the sea ice hay' I b '" I ." I . d d h '. mg on.ce 011 y een on the and, which they imperceptibly 
ost, JU ge - t at ~helr wandenng had been made in a circle of moderate extent, 
prop~.sed> from hiS knowledge of the coast in a previous juurney to attempt 
reae mg the place they had last left, by the aid of his pocket compa~, to which 
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Mr. Hooper readily agreed; and in the evening, when the weather cleared a little, 
they had the happiness to find that a merciful Providence had brought them out 
of their difficulties, when to every appearance they were cut off from all hope. 
The slight view of the land they obtained recovered their exhausted trames, and 
stimulated them to fresh exertions, by which they gained Ung-wy-Lack (Cape 
Chaplain on the charls) before darkness set in. 

lt would be impossible for me to describe their sufferings from cold, fatigue, 
and want of fire, with the snow and drift finding its way beneath the folds of their 
garments, and there gradually thawing, penetrating their under-clothe~. Undel' 
these trying circumstances, to add to their misfortunes, l\lr. Moore, on the second 
night of their exposure, \\'as seized with a violent bowel complaint, which continued 
until the day they reached the village, at which he arrived literally more drad than 
alive. He had complained also of cold fe~t, which were now found not frozen, 
but completely chilled as high as the knees, which in the course of the night, by 
the kind attentions of the natives, were restored to their natural temperature; hut 
many weeks elapsed before sensation and the powel' of voluntary motion were 
re-established in the right foot and ankle. I received a letter from :\11'. Hooper, 
by the hands of a trusty native, giving a detail of their progress, and expressing' a 
strong desire to be permitted to proceed, leaving ~I r. l\loore to return to the ship 
as soon as his strength would permit, which I granted, sending a further supply 
of provisions, and providing for Mr. Moore's immediate return to the ship. 
Messrs. Hooper and Martin continuecl their journey as far as to get a view of 
East Cape, beyond which they could not go, as the tribes to which their guides 
belonged were at feud with those further to the northward. I had the pleasure 
of receiving them on board in good health, aftcl' an absence of six weeks, and hy 
their account found that so far as they went the natives were friendly and 
obliging, from whom they gained the information that some considerable time 
ago a. vessel with one mast had been seen on the coast, which was understood to 
have been wrecked on the American side, where her stern frame is still to be seen 
on the beach. 

Whilst these journeys were being performed, the observations on board and 
the duties of the ship were conducted by Lieutenant "\Vm. A. R. Lee and the 
other officers, under my own direct superintendence; and at intervals Mr. Martin, 
assisted by Mr. Hooper, made a survey of the place in which I had secured the 
ship for the winter, which, connected with Mr. l\lartin's and my own observations 
on the coast to the westward, will, I hope, give a tolerably correct representation 
of these shores, and when associated with magnetic observations on every attain­
able point, will, I tl'Ust, meet their Lordships' approbation. 

Among the internal arran?,ements of the ship, those for the instruction and 
recreation of the crew, accord~(f to the example set by Captain Sir \Villiam Parry, 
were not omitted; and I oladly ~lVailed myself of the pl'Offered services of Mr. J. 
1;impson, assistant suro'eo~, and Mr. John J. Lindsay, clerk in charge, in con­
ducting a school for r~ading and writing, and getting up plays and masquerades 
for their amusement and pastime in the long dreary nights of winter. 

Soon after my arrival in Emma's Hal'bour (the name which I have given to 
th~ place in which I wintered), I was fortunate enough to procu~'e a supply of 
remdeer flesh fmm the natives, and saw large herds cf thes(: al1Imals near the 
village, where I hoped to procure further supplies. And in this I was not 
ultimately disappointed, though the unwillingness of these people to barter large 
quantities at a time, and the distance to which they wef(~ obliged to drive the 
floc~s in search of pasturage whilst the land appeared entirely covered with. snow, 
conSiderably reduced the quantities that might have been under other CIrcum­
stances obtained. Toward the month of March I therefore readily acceded to 
the wish of a chief who had come from a areat distance with the carcasses of 12 
reindeer, in retur~ for a ship's musket, wilich I did not doubt their Lordships 
would approve of, considering the advantage arising to the ship's company by a 
change of diet. 

In the beginning of April, finding that the sea edge of the ice .beg·an to break 
away, I set about titting the ship for sea, which was completed In the fine wea­
ther of that month; and on the 22d of May, when the floes had been broken as 
far as the fetch of the ice would reach, I deemed it necessary to commence c~t­
tin.g the ship out of the remaining portion, which a~peared fi~ed by two opposite 
pomts of land a mile and a quarter astern of the slup. The Ice was found from 
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~al ,.atl\c of Pro- fiye to six feet thick, and cutting out seemed a f?rmidable op~ration for so. small 
ceedIDgs of Capt. a crew' but the officers and men set to work wIth such alacl'lty, and carrIed on 
Kellett,Commander. ' . h d· . t f s' d b n 
Moore, and Lieut. wIth such perseverance, that, nobnt stan mg m err~p IOns 0hcca lOne YI S dO~-
Pullen. storms the work of cuttino- a canal of 2,000 yards m lengt was comp ete ID 

~2 da;s, and on the 13th June I had the pleasure of seeing the " Plover" 
released from her icy cradle and at anchor in the clear water of the harbour. 

The ship being thus free and thoroughly refitt~d, as far as my means would 
permit, and filled up with water of excellent quah!y, my departure was delayed. 
by baffling winds and calms; but on the 15th gamed the ~uter anchora.ge, by 
towing and taking advantage of the ebb ~ides ... Here agalll I was mortIfied to 
find the prevailing winds westerly and S."., drlVlng a heavy and close pack of 
ice on the coast and outlet of the anchorage, which was rendered the more annoy­
ino- by recciviIlo- frequent reports from the natives of two ships being off Cape 
Chaplain, on b~ard of which they had not been allowed. Although I considered 
it too early in the season to expect Her Majesty's ship" Herald," I fel~ the neces­
sity of assuring myself as to "hat nation they might belong, and for thIS purpose, 
as soon as I discovered there was room for a boat to make her way between the 
coast and the pack, I sent Mr. Henry Martin, second master, in the gig, to gain • 
information regarding them; by whose account I ascertained that one ship, which 
he hoarded, at anchor about 20 miles to the northward of us, was the" Tiger," 
American whaler (Brewster, master), from China. Mr. Martin also reported that 
the vessel had been detained by streams of ice in the straits northwards, but so 
far a~ lIe could observe, the sea was clear between the island of St. Lawrence 
and the main; that the other vessel seen was the "Tiger's" consort, also a 
whaler, and that a heavy pack was set close in shore to the distance of 10 or 12 
miles east of my present anchorage, between which and the beach he frequently 
found insufficient room for the boat's oars to pull in clear water. 

After several attempts to get the ship to sea, and having personally examined 
the extent of the pack frem the top of a neighbouring promontory, I was at length 
su"Ccessful (with' a breeze at N.E., which drove the ice to the distance of a mile off 
shore) in rounding the S.E. cape, and anchored alongside the" Tiger" on the 
south side of Cape Chaplain, on the 1st of July. To guard against delay in 
meeting the" Herald," I took the precaution to purchase from the master of the 
"Tiger" some bread and a small quantity of salt meat, which were of superior 
quality. and almost European prices. 

The wind continued at K.E., varying from a light to a reefed topsail breeze, 
but by working in shore on the west side, and anchoring occasionally, I was 
enabled to get as far as the bay of St. Lawrence, but found the vessel totally inca­
pable of weathering East Cape whilst the wind continued adverse. .A t this place 
I was detained several days, bllt had the good fortune to obtain a supply of rein­
dee.r's fles~; and on ,the ~lthof JUlle I sailed, favoured by a W.S.W. breeze, 
which earned me to Chamlsso Island, Kotzebue Sound, where I anchored on the 
l~th. Here I first get .intellie?ence of the " Herald" having visited the straits 
(t:;eptember 1848), and nnmedlately set about preparing the boats to start the first 
favourable opportunity . 

. On the folio ":ing morning I despatched two boats (pinnace and gig), Lieutenant 
" . A. R. Lee III the one, and Mr. W. H. Hooper acting mate in the other 
victualled for 70 days, \Iith instructions to Lieuten'ant Lee to m'ake the best of 
his way to the Mackenzie River; but they had not got out of sio-nal distance, 
when Her l\Iajes~y's ship" Herald" hove in sight, and they were r~called. 

On the l?t.h LIeutenant Pullen joined, and Lieutenant Lee was discharged f~r 
passage to Jom the" Asia." . After receivino- as much nrovisions as I could con­
veTni.entl~ st?"" it was determined by Captain Kellett and myself to proceed to 
" amwrlght s Inlet,. from whence the boats should be again despatched, examining 
the coast as the ships passed up for the purpose of finding some secure winter 
quarter for, the ., Plover," which was accordingly done, and on the 17th left 
Kotzebue ~oun~, a~1d on the afternoon of the sallie (lay was joined by Robert 
~hedJen, Esq., III hl.s sc~ooner.yacht the" Nancy Dawson ;" not finding any spot 
In whICh to place thIS sh~p. to t.he southward, we arrived off 'Vain wright's Inlet on 
the 25th, and after exat.nmlll~ Jt, and being satisfied she could not be got in, the 
deck~d boats of the shIps, WIth two whalers, were sent away under the command 
of LIeutenant P.ullen, accompanied by Mr. "'. H. Hooper, acting mate, and 
Mr. Henry Martm, seconn master. (A copy of my Instructions to Lieutenant 
Pullen 1 have the honour to enclose.) The two ships, with the " ~ancy Dawson,:' 

weighed, 
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weighed, and proceeded in company with the boats, and it was my intention to 
have gone as far as Point Barrow, had not the wind hauled round N.E., when we 
lost sight of the boats (26th). We then stood on to the northward and westward 
till the following day, when we fell in with the pack, and on the 27th observed an 
appearance of land extending from N.W. by N. to N., and the drift ice to be 
covered in many parts with mud and shells. Having' now reached the lat. 
72° 51' N., and long. 1640 28' 30" W., with the pack stretching from N.W. to 
N.N.E., without an opening to the northward, and feeling satisfied we could not 
penetrate further north to join the boats without hampering both vessels, we deter­
mined to return to Wainwright's Inlet, re-examine it, and try, if possible, to place 
the" Plover" there for the winter, off which place we arrived on the 21st of July. 
On the morning of the 1st of August I again visited the inlet, and much to my 
disappointment found I should have to lighten the" Plover" too much; and it 
was fortunate the attempt was not made, for in the evening both ships were obliged 
to weigh and stand 0ff the land, the wind coming up strong from the S.W., and 
continued to blow from that quarter for several days, during which time I expe­
rienced the utmost anxiety, from the fact that the ship would do nothing; the 
current setting to the N.E., and the wind hard from the S."\V. for some considerable 
time, I saw no hope for her but the beach. I beg to call their Lordships' particular 
attention to my position, as noted on the track chart for the time referred to. On 
the 11th I arrived off Cape Lisburne, where it was apllointed the two ships should 
meet, but not finding her here, proceeded on my way to Chamisso Island, as I did 
not feel myself jus~ified in keeping this vessel un the coast during the prevalence 
of the heavy S.W. winds. On the following' day, August 12th, the wind increased 
to a gale from the westward, and it was only by carrying" a press of canvas that I 
was enabled to weather Point Hope, and then with the loss of my port bower 
anchor, and a length of chain, which I was obliged to slip; the stopper and gear, 
although new, being carried away by a heavy sea, whieh struck her on the bow. 

On the afternoon of the 16th I arrived off Chamisso Island, and I immediately 
commenced to search for a nook in w hieh to put the ship, but regret to say I 
found none which I considered safe for the winter, but determined to place her 
under the south side of Choris Peninsula, as being the only spot, in my opinion, 
where she could lay, which was accordingly done. 

I now took advantage of the opportunity to send a party to Escholtz Bay, and 
succeeded in getting some fossil teeth, horns, &c., but not as many or so large as 
I should have liked to have presented their Lordships. If no opportunity offers 
to enable me to send them, it is my intention to keep them on board till my 
arrival in England. I also took up the flour and beads buried by Captain 
Bcechey; the flour is in an exce]]ent state of preservation, so much so as to be 
eatable. I beg to forward a small keg fOl" their Lordships' inspection. The 
thermometer buried in Puffin Island we were unfortunately unable to find, 
having no directions as to the spot where it lies. I also formed a party and 
went up the Bucklanrt River, to the distance of about 70 miles, where we were 
unfortunately stopped by a strong rapid of about a quarter of a mile long. 
From the short time I was able to spare on my visit, I could do no more than 
establish a most friendly feeling amongst the natives; so much so, that some 
of them have brought their families down to Kotzebue Sound, to be near us 
during the winter. 

On the 28th of August, the schooner-yacht "Nancy Dawson," with her 
owner, Roberi Shedden, Esq., arrived with Mr. Martin, second master, and one 
of the decked boats. Here I beg to say, that I cannot sufficiently thank 
Mr. Shedden for his kindness and attention on all occasiom; to the boats of the 
expedition. Mr. Martin reports having left Lieutenant Pullen and Mr. Hooper, 
with the two whalers, about 50 miles to the eastward of Point Barrow, and that 
they had every prospect, and hoped to be at the ~l ackenzie in a jew days: I 
am, therefore, daily and anxiously awaiting their return. Mr. Martin also 
reports that the water is exceedingly shallow off and about Elson J3ay, and that 
although the summer has been a most favourable one, in every respect, for a 
vessel coming through, yet the depth of water necessary j~ wanting; this, 
together with the N. E. current, and the prevalence of S.W. wmds, renders the 
N.W. passage, in my opinion, decidedly unattainable. 

Although e.very opportunity has been taken advantage of to gain information. 
from the natives as to Sir John Franklin and his party, I regret to say that our 
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Narrative of Pro- labours have been as yet unsuccessful; ~ut I trust, long ere t IS reac es . ng an • 
rf'edings of Capt. both he and his expedition will have arnved.. . 
Kellett,Comrnander I beg to inform their Lordships, that as soon as ~he Ice breaks up .to adml.t of 
Moore, and Lieut. my llruceeding: to the northward, I shall do so, llIakmg my way back III suffiCient 
Pullen. v 

ti{uc to be at Chamisso when the" Herald" arrives. 
I beg, also, to inform their Lordships that I am pro vided in every respect with 

provisions, slops, &c., for my whole complement, ~IP to the .end of July 1850. 
I have now, in conclusion, to express to thelf Lordships how much I feel 

satisfied with the conduct and unwearied exertions of the officers and men under 
my command; and I most earnestly beg to call the attention of their .Lordships. 
more particularly to the three following officers :-Mr. Henry .Martm, seco~d 
master; l\lr. Wm. H. Hooper, acting mate; and Mr. John J. ~llldsay, clerk In 

charge; nad trust their Lordships will grant them the promotIOn they so much 
deserve. 

(signed) 
The Secretary of the Admiralty, 

London. 

I have, &c. 
T. E. L. A/oore, Commander. 

Her Majesty's Brig" Plover," Choris Peninsula, 
Sir, Kotzebue Sound, 2i September 1849. 

THE time having arrived for the departure of Her Majesty's ship " Herald" 
for the southward, I beg leave to take advantage of this opportunity to call to the 
notice of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the services of the several 
officers under mentioned; viz. Messrs. Martin, Hooper and Lindsay, and, at the 
same time, to convey my opinion of the value I attach to their services during 
the last season. 

The advantage derived from the exertions of Messrs. Hooper and Martin, in 
performing the various overland expeditions, during the inclemency of such a· 
season, I feel sure their Lordships wili appreciate; as well the equally praise­
worthy exertions of the third officer named above (Mr. John J. LindEay, clerk in 
charge), in acquiring a knowledge of the language, as far as was practicable, 
which greatly facilitated the communication of our different expeditions with the 
natives of the country, and by which means much useful information was. 
obtained. 

For the reasons I have above stated, I feel confident in placing these officers' 
conduct before you for their Lordships' information, that they may receive the. 
advancement to which I am sure their Lordships will admit they are entitled. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) T. E. L. fr/oore, 

Commander. 
Captain H. Kellett, c.n. 

H. M. S. " Herald." 

. Her Majesty's Brig" Plover," Lower Anchorage, 
SII', Port Providence, 20 October 1848. 

b .obedienr:e to ~our directions to report to you our opinions relative to the 
propnety of proceedmg towards Behring's Straits at this advanced period of the 
season, w~, whose name'> are hereunto subscribed, are of opinion, that the tempe­
ratu~e havlllg fallen to 20°, H.nd p~nca.ke ic.e formed in the upper basin (which we 
conSider the best 'place for w~ntermg m), If the ship leaves this harbour for the 
pur~ose .of cl'ossmg th~ straits. to obtain a winter anchorage on the American 
shOle, thiS harbo~r, durmg the time of her search for another, would rr..ost probably 
freeze ~p; and, III the event of not succeeding on that shore, a return to the 
SandWIch Islands would be the only alternative. 

From the inf?rmation given us by several of the natives, it will be necessary 
to secur~ the Ship, ~oon after the 26th inst~nt, in t?~ upper harbour of this place; 
sooner, should t~e Ice be found to be formmg rapidly there. . 

Un?e,r these cIrcumstances, and the wind still prevailing (as it has done since 
the .shlp ~ passage throug~ the Aleutian Islands), from N.N .E. to E.N.E.; as also 
a? :nvanable curre~t sett!ng to t~e south-westward, together with the impossi­
bility of the vess~l s ,:orklll.g to wllldward against such a variety of oppositions, 
we would deem It highly Imprudent to leave this well-sheltered harbour (where 

we 
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we think the chances of .exit will occur. SO?lle~' than on the American shore) 
with the chance of not bemg able to regam It, m the event of not reaching one 
on the other coast. 

In conclusion, we beg leave to recommend that the 26th instant be the latest 
date to which the securing the ship should be deferred; that the formation of the 
ice in the upper harbour be daily watched, and any decisive change acted on im­
mediately, the ship in the mealltime being kept in readiness for se~. 

(signed) W. A. R. Lee, Lieutenant. 
H . .1Jlm·tin, Second Master. 
Francis Lee, Acting Second Master, Ice. 
Jolm Abernethy, Gunner's Mate; served in the 

Greenland Fisheries seven years. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Herald," Mazatlan, 
Sir, 22 November 1849. 

IN addition to the accompanying circumstantial account of my proceedings 
since leaving Oahu on the 19th of May last, I beg to forward, for the infor­
mation of their Lordships, an abstracted account from that letter of my move­
ments. 

Left Oahu on the 19th May. Arrive at Petropaulski on the 24th June. Sail 
on the 25th. Get on shore without sustaining much damage on the same day. 
On the 14th July passed Behring's Straits. Anchor off Chamisso Island on the 
15th, meeting "Plover" there. Sail from Chamisso on the 18th, joined by 
"Nancy Dawson" yacht. Anchor off Cape Lisburne on the 20th. Examine the 
coast, north and south, for a winter station. Anchored and examined Wainwright's 
Inlet on the 25th. Despateh the boat expedition with Lieutenant Pullen at mid­
night. Weighed and ran along the edge of the pack northward, until finally 
stopped by it in 72° 51' N., long. 1630 48' W., on the 28th. Return to Wainwright's 
Inlet on the 31st. 1st August, sail, to try to touch the pack to the westward. 
Return to the eastward on account of strong winds and thick weather. Discover 
a shoal of seven fathoms, and probably less, in lat. 700 20' N., long. 1710 ] 0 \\i., 
on the 12th. Try again to fall in with the ice to the westward. 17th August, 
discover and land on an island in lat. 71 0 20' N., long. 1750 16' W.; at the same 
time was discovered a small group with a very high and extensive land to the 
north of it, deeply seated within the ice. Return to the rendezvous off Cape 
Lisburne. Meet the two large boats sent under Mr. Pullen. Hoisted one in, 
and sent the other to Kotzebue Sound, in company with yacht. "Herald" again 
proceeds north. Experienced a heavy gale. Unable to remain on the coast. 
Return to Kotzebue Sound. Equip the ., Plover." Trace the Buckland River. 
Friendly disposition of the natives. Leave the Sound on the 29th September. 
Pass Behring's Straits on the 2d October, in a gale. Pass the Aleutian Chain, 
by the Straits of Amoukhta, on the 11 tho Anchored at l\Iazatlan on the 14th 
November. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty, 
London. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Henry Kellett, 
Captain. 

Her Majesty's Ship "Herald," Mazatlan, 
Sir, 22 November IS.f9. 

IN carrying into execution their Lordships' orders the ensuing fine season to 
the northward, I beg you will be pleased to inform me on the following subjects :-

1. Whether their Lordships deem it necessary for me to despatch another boat 
expedition to the Mackenzie River? 

It will be seen by Commander Moore's letter to me, before leaving Kotzeb.ue 
Sound, that he more than likely will have visited the coast as far north as Pomt 
Barrow before mv arrival. 

2. What quan'tity of provisions their Lordships wish to have deposited, and of 
what species 1 

I purposed to leave flour, six or seven casks, all the pemmican, and a large 
proportion of the preserved meats remaining on board" Plover" on my meeting 
her. 
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Narr~~; ~i Pro- It will be necessary, I consider, for the vessels to remain within the straits 
r~edings of Cept. until the first week in September, in case Mr. Pullen should make an attempt to 
KeIlett,Comm~nder t rn to his ship. After that time no voyage westerly can be made by boats. M"ore, and Lieut. re u , 

Pullen. I have, &c. 

--- The Secretary of the Admiralty, (signed) Henry Kellett, . 
London. Captam. 

Her Majesty's Ship "Herald," Mazatlan, 
Sir, 22 November 1849. 

I HA YE the honour to inform you that it is my intention to leave this port about 
the end of this month for Guaymas, where I shall refit, and mak~ a survey of the 
port. I shall, as soon as re~tted,. continu~ the survey. of the dlffe~ent ports and 
ant:horages in the Gulf of Cahforma, returlllng here agam fo~ ~rders m March. 

I shall then sail for Oahu (Sandwich Islands), to provIsIOn for my northern 

~~. b 
I can receive answers to these letters here early in March, if replied to y the 

return mail. 
I have, &c. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty, 
London. 

(signed) Helll'y Kellett, . 
Captam. 

-No.3.-

CORRESPONDENCE between the Hudson's Bay Company and the Admiralty, 
with the INSTRUCTIONS to Commander Pullen for continuing the Search from 
Cape Bathurst towards Banks's Land. 

(A. to L.) 

No.3 CA.) 

COpy of a LETTER from A. Barclay, Esq., Secretary of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, to John Parker, Esq., Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, Hudson's Bay House, 20 December 1849. 
NO·3· 1" I f h h 

Correspondence WITH relerence to my etter 0 t e 24th of November, in reply to t e commu-
bHween the Hud- nication received from you, dated the 21st of the same month, I am directed tel 
son'sBayCCl~paIlY state to you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
and the Admiralty. that the Governor and Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company, after the fullest 

consideration they can give to the subject, do not find that they can recommend 
any other plan for continuing the search for Sir John Franklin and his com­
panio~s. th~n that sugge.sted by Sir John Richardson; namely, to send a ship 
expedItIon mto the ArctIc Sea, by way of Behring's Straits. for the purpose of 
exploring. the western coasts of Banks's Land and Parry's Islands; and to interest 
the EsqUlmaux west,:"ard of the Mackenzie in the search, by offering them liberal 
~ewa~ds for any ass~stance they may render to the missing expedition, o~ any 
mtel1~gel1c:e, s?bstantIated. by I?roofs, that they may communicate respecting It. 

With the VIew of c~rrymg . mto effect the last-mentioned part of the plan, the 
Go~er~or and Com.mltte~ wIll give instructions to Sir George Simpson, the 
terfltofl~l Gover~or-m-ch.lef, to. take measures for opening a communication, at 
the earhest pOSSIble penod, With the Esquimaux, who frequent the Arctic shore 
between the MackenZIe and Point Barrow provided their Lordships will sanction 
the necessary expenditure. ' 

They will also communicate with the Russian authorities at Sitka with wLom 
!hey ~lave relations, and who, the~ feel assured, wi1l readily co-operate with them 
m thiS good work, through theIr officers and servants at their post on the 
Colville. ' 

Presuming 
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Presuming that their Lordships would leave no unvailable means untried to 
afford assistance to ~i\' John Franklin and the adventurous ~eamen who with him 
risked their lives at their country's call, while there remained the slightest hope 
that they were in existence, or to ascertain their fate, should the worst have 
befallen, the Governor and Committee, some time ago, wrote to Sir George 
Simpson for his opinion as to what might be done by the Hudson's Bay Company 
in the prosecution of the search begun last year by Sir John Richardson and 
Dr. Rae; and they yesterday rereived an answer from him, whicli is in perfect 
accordance with the opinion they had themselves formed on the subject. Sir 
George Simpson writes as follo\\'s: " If anotber ~xpedition be employeo, it should 
be to search the coast to the westward of the Mackenzie, and that service had 
better be left entirely to the Company, under the malHlgement of Dr. Hae, Ilho 
would do the work at a very moderate outlay. If you approve of this suggestion, 
and authorize me, in course, to set such an expedition on foot, I think there is still 
time to have the coast from the :Mackenzie to Point Barrow examined next 
summer; but the loss of a single mail might delay it for another year." 

From the foregoing extract, it will be perceived that Friday, the 28th of De­
cember (which is the next mail day for Canada), is the latest day at which 
instructions for continuing the search next year can be transmitted to Sir George 
Simpson. It is, therefore, desirable that the Committee should be apprised of 
their Lordships' intentions with as little delay as possible. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. Barclay. 

Ko.3 (B.) 

COpy of a LETTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to A. Barclay, Esq. 

Sir, Admiralty, 22 December 1849. 

'VITH reference to your letter of the 20th instant, I am commanded by my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Governor and Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company, that, in ignorance of 
the point to which Dr. Rae may have attained, last summer, in his search for the 
expedition under Sir John Franklin, and of the means he may have yet left at his 
command, it is difficult to say to what special points it would be wise to direct 
either Dr. Rae's well-known energy, or the generolls disposition of the Hudson's 
Bay Company. 

It would, no doubt, De most desirable that Dr. Rae should again proceed to the 
northward of the Victoria Island; and, though varying his ronte, yet always 
endeavouring to approach Banks's Land and Melville Island; but my Lords 
consider that the safest and surest thing that can be done is to request the 
H~dson's Bay Company to authorize him to do the utmost that be can accomplish 
WIth safety to himself, and with the means in his power, to further the great object 
in view; and to let him be guided by his own experience and judgment. 

If, indeed, all further efforts afloat are beyond his reach, then the expedition 
proposed by the Governor to the westward of the Mackenzie River, and the 
establishment of a communication with the Russians and Esquimaux, would be well 
worth any expense attending it. 

Their Lordships also consider that it would be expedient for Sir G. Simpson to 
have the depots of provisions which were left on the northern shore visited, 
and, if necessary, replenished; not only in case that the lost crews might yet find 
them, but also, as it is possible that detached parties, either from the Bhering's 
Straits ships, or from those that may proceed next year from Lancaster Sound, or 
even the boats from the" Plover," may have to take refuge there. 

Their Lordships, therefore, request that the Governor of the Hudson's Bay 
Company will give the requisite orders, and the Government will pay the 
necessary expense incurred. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. H. Hay, 
Pro Secretary. 
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COpy of a LETTER from A. Barclay, Esq., to His Excellency M. TebenkoJf. 
Governor of the Russian-American Colonies, Sitka. 

Sir, Hudson's Bay House, London, 28 December 1849. 

I AM direct'::!d by the Governor and Committee of the Hu?son's Ba~ Compa?y 
to acquaint)ou, that among the various means ad?pted wIth the vIew of dls­
coverillg the missing expedition to the polar regIOns under the ;ommand of 
Captain Sir John Franklin, now four years unheard of, the Hudson ~ Bay Com­
pany have directed search to be made along the shores of the ArctIc Sea; and 
rewards to be offered to the Esquimaux, in order to induce them to render 
assistance to, or procure intelligence of, the said expedition, in the event of its 
having approached those shores. . " 

In this work of humanity, the Governor and CommIttee trust they WIll receIve 
the co-operation of your Excellency, and that you will be pleased to g~ve to the 
persons employed by the Russian-American. Company near the ArctIc s~ores 
such instructions as you may consider proper, m order that they may commUnIcate 
with the Esquimaux, and induce them to aid in the search. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. Barclay, 

Secretary. 

No.3 (D.) 

COPY of a LETTER from A. Bm'clay, Esq., to John Parker, Esq. 

Sir, Hudson's Bay House, 5 January IS50. 
r AM ciirected to acknowledge the receipt of a communication from the Lords 

Commissioners of the Admiralty, under the date of the 22d ultimo, and to acquaint 
you, in reply thereto, for the information of their Lordships, that the Governor 
and Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company have given directions that every 
thing possible be done to carry into effect their Lordships' views with regard to 
the continllation of the search for the missillg Expedition under the command of 
Sir John Franklin. 

I enclose herewith an extract relating to this subject, from a despatch forwarded 
to Sir George Simpson on the 28th ultimo. 

J have, &c. 
(signed) A. Barclay. 

EXTRAC~ of a DESPATCH from the Governor, Deputy Governor, and 
CommIttee of the Hudson's Bay Company, to Sir George Simpson, dated 
28 December 1849. 

I AM n?w to call your atte?tion to the enclosed copy of correspondence with 
t~e AdmIralty, ~n the s~bJect of the further prosecution of the search ~or 
SIr John Franklm and hIS companions. You will see that the Lords CommIS­
sioners are very desirous that the search should be continued in the direction 
of Banks's Land and Melville Island, from Victoria Land and Wollaston Land, if 
it can be done. How far it may be practicable it is impossible to say, in ignorance 
of w,hat Dr. Rae .may have done during the past season. It must therefore be left 
to lllm to determme whether he can follow out still further the search in the 
a~ove-mentioned quarter. Should he be of opinion that he can do so, it is the 
WIsh of the Governor and Committee that he should be employed in that service 
n~xt summer. In sh,ort, e~er'y thing possible is to be done to carry into effect the 
vIews ?f the Lor?s ComnllsslOners of the Admiralty. 

Then Lordships, you will observe, have determined to send an expeditioD 
ro~nd Cape ~orn, to proceed ~o the Polar Sea through Bhering's Strait~ (the 
shIps ,f?r which are no\~' fittIng out), and it is not improbable that anot~er 
expeditIOn may be sent, Viii Lancaster Sound and Barrow's Strait. This vou Will, 
of course, make known to Dr. Rae. W 

1'\0. 3 (E.) 
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No.3 (E.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Hamilton, Secretary of the Admiralty, to the 
Governor and Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company. 

Gentlemen, Admiralty, 7 January 1850. 
I AliI commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to express 

their thanks for your communication of the 5th instant, relative to the continuation 
of the search for the missing expedition under the command of Sir John Franklin, 
and to state the great satisfaction my Lords have derived from the cordial and 
prompt co-operation of your Company, aud their present anxious endeavours for 
the relief of Sir John Franklin. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) TV. A. B. Hamilton. 

No.3 (F.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Hamiltoll to the Governor and Committee of 
the Hudson'5 Bay Company. 

Gentlemen, Admiralty, :2;) January 1850. 

I AlII commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint 
you, that my Lords gladly avail themselves of the valuable proposal of the 
Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company to send a despatch to the Mackenzie; 
that they have accordingly written to Lieutenant (now Commander) Pullen, a 
copy of which is enclosed; that in addition to this, copies are also enclosed of 
Sir John Richardson's letter of the 22d instant, and of the extracts from 
Dr. Scoresby and Lieutenant Osborne's memoranda; and that my Lords rely on 
the wonted energy and benevolence of the Governor and Committee of the 
Hudson's Bay Company to carry out their Lordships' views, and in giving such 
instructions to l'rh. Rae, to aid and co-operate with Commander Pullen, as they 
may think fit; and my Lords would further beg of the Governor and Committee 
of the Hudson's Bay Company, that they would employ the means at their dis­
posal in providing the necessary supplies for a further search to the northward, 
should such search be deemed practicable by Commander Pullen, and for the 
support of his party on their return. 

The Hudson's, Bay Company will receive herewith two copies of the printed 
papers which have been supplied to Captain Collinson, of Her Majesty's ship 
" Enterprize," including copies of their Lordships' orders to that officer-one set 
to be forwarded to Sir U. Simpson, and the other to Mr. Rae. Double sets of the 
" Times" newspaper, of yesterday and this day's date, containing reports of the 
proceedings of Captain Kellett, of the" Herald," and Commander Moore, of the 
" Plover," are also sent herewith, for the above purpose. 

My Lords direct me to add a list of the officers and men composing a boat 
expedition, which has proceeded from the" Plover," in Behring's Straits, towards 
the Mackenzie, under command of Commander Pullen. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 

Enclosure 1, to No.3 (F.) 

Sir, Admiralty, 25 January 1850. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint 
yO~l, that Captain Sir James Ross has returned to England with the "Enter­
prIze" . and " Investigator," without having discovered any traces of Sir John 
Franklm and the missing ships. 

2. An. expedition has been despatched to Behring's Straits, under the command 
of Captam Collinson, a copy of whose orders is herewith enclosed. 

3. With reference to despatches received from Captain Kellett, of the 
" Herald," dated to 22d November last, showing the probability of your being at 
some of the posts on the Mackenzie River, or on the Slave or Great Bear Lake, 
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sanction for your prosecuting such search,. if, a~ter.a mature consIderatIOn .of all the 
circumstances of the case, you may consider It likely to be attended wIth hene-
ficial results. 

4. Your acting upon tlJis permission will, of course, depend upon conting~ncies 
which at present cannot be calculated upon; but one of the first of these will be 
the time and place where such permission may reach you. YO~I may be so far on 
your way south as to render it too la.te to retr~ce r0Ul' steps With any prospect of 
your reaching the northern shore this season 111 tllne to undertake a search from 
that quarter ~ and there are other contingencies referred to in the letter of Sir 
John Richardson of the ~:2rl instant, a copy of which is enclosed. 

5. l\Iy Lords have called upon Sir J. Richardson to favour them with his views 
as to the possible means available to you for such undertaking, and the letter 
above referred to contains his remarks, for your information on this point. 

6. The Hudson's Bay Company have been requested to instruct Mr. Rae to 
afford you his best advice and assistance, if you should fall in with him; and the 
Company further undertake to deposit provisions at the several points specified in 
Sir J. Richardson's letter, in order that you may be sure of a supply on your 
return from the northward. 

7. With regard to the manner and direction of any search you may make, my 
Lords would leave it to your judgment and discretion, desiring you to feel assured 
that should any reasonable objections to such search present themselves, their 
Lordships would feel no disappointment, so far as your conduct is concerned, at 
your determining to rcturn with your party to England; and copies of every 
paper that, in the opinion of their Lordships, might be of use to you are herewith 
enclosed, together with a chart, on a large scale, of the country near the mouth of 
the Mackenzie River; and, in conclusion, I am commanded to convey to you the 
expression of their Lordships' satisfaction at the report of your conduct up to the 
date of your departure for the Mackenzie River; and, as a further mark of their 
approval, my Lords have been pleased this day to promote you to the rank of 
Commander, and your commission is herewith enclosed. 

You will convey to Acting Lieutemmt Hooper the same expression of their 
Lordshiys' satisfaction at the report of his conduct, acquainting him that should 
he contInue to merit your approbation, his acting commission as lieutenant will be 
confirmed, on his passing his examination on his return to England. 

I am, &c. 
Commander Pullen, 

&c. &c. 
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 

Enclosure 2, to No.3 (F.) 

Sir, London, 22 January 1850. 
I H~VE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of this day's date, 

E:~c1oslllg a plan of furtl.ler search for Sir John :Franklin, to be prosecuted by 
Lieutenant P~I1en, subm.ltted by you to my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
and upon which I am directed to give my opinion; together with extracts from a 
letter of Dr. Scoresby's, and of a paper bv Lieutenant Osborne havinO' reference 
to your proposal. • 'I::> 

2. As in the absence of posit~ve intelligence of the wintering place of the boats, 
and the .present.resourc:s of Lieutenant Pullen, there must be much provisional 
matter In the m~tru.ctlOn~ sent to that officer, my opinions may be usefully 
prefaced by .~entlOmn.g, m the first place, what I conceive will be the most 
probable posItion of Lieutenant Pullen and l\lr. Rae, with their parties when the 
despatches reach them. ' 

. It may be granted that Lieutenant Pullen entered the Mackenzie. The most 
difficult part of the voyage was past sufficiently early in the season when he parted 
from .the. " Her~.ld's" ~oats, a~d the" Nancy Dawson," in Elsdn Bay; and the 
MackenZIe remams naVIgable till about the 20th of October. Lieutenant Pullen 
w~uld find 80 lbs. 0: pem~i.can at Point Separation, and 700 at Fort Good Hope, 
bemg about 50 days prOVlSlon for 16 men. When he reached Fort Simpson, on 

the 
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the Mackenzie, in latitude 62°, he would there meet Mr. Rae, and concert with 
him the necessary measures for the support of the party during the winter. 

Fort Simpson js likely to be well provided with food this season, as Mr. Rae 
was instructed to transport thither the large stock of dried meat left at Fort 
Confidence; and there was a considerable stock in the Company's stores when I 
left the fort in June last. Some of this would necessarily be expended in the 
autumn, in fitting the Company's boats taking' supplies to the outposts, and the 
Indians will require some aid, owing to the periodical murrain among the hares, 
which form their principal food. The early arrival, however, of Lieutenant 
Pullen at Fort Simpson will induce Mr. Rae to send both Europeans and Indians 
to fishing stations, and reserve the dried meat and pemmican for use next summel' ; 
and I may observe that this precaution will be requisite, whether Mr. Pullen's 
voyage to York FactOI"Y be contempla~ed, o.r his sea expedition. 

The Europeans would be sent to wIllter eIther at the west end of Great Bear 
Lake, or at the west end of Great Slave Lake; most probably the latter, as being 
the most certain and abundant fishing station. 

NO·3· 
Correspondence 
between the Hud­
son's Bay Company 
and the Admiralty. 

3. The despatch for the Mackenzie, which left England on the :!:':th of When tLe de­

December, may perhaps reach Fort Chepewyan by the time the rivers begin to 5patche, "ill arrive. 

open in May, and will perhaps experience some delay on Great S!aye Lake by the Despatch of '28 De­
state of the ice there in June. This lake is very seldom navigable till the latter ceOiber 1849. 

end of that month, and bv that time Lieutenant Pullen and Mr. Rae would be at 
the west end of the lake, \~aiting for the breaking' up of the ice to push on towards 
Methy portage. On receiving' the despatch, 1\lr. Rae ,,,ould return to the 
Mackenzie, and perhaps Lieutenant Pullen also, unless he has received positiYe 
instructions to return to England. 

Tht', despatch to be now sent out will, m0st probably, get no further than the Despatch 0; 25 Ja .. 
Saskatchewan by the time the rivers open, and supposing Lieutenant Pullen to nuary 1850. 

have come on, will meet him on the Athabasca river, north of Metlly portage,-
time enough, if he turns back at once, for him to reach the sea as soon as it is 
navigable. His having advanced thus far will be rather advantag'cous than other-
wise, as he may obtain a supply of pemmican at Fort Chepewyan. 

The periods above named are calculaled on the supposition of no delay on the 
part of the express men. The difficulty of rounding Lake Superior, when that 
sheet of water is only partially frozen or ope~ in winter, disturbs all calculations. 

4. Lieutenant Pullen will require to be fully victualled for at least I:W days Provi,iolls. 

from the 20th of July, when he may be expected to commence his sea voyage; 
which for 16 men will require -15 bags of pemmican of 90 Ibs. each. This is 
exclusive of a further supply which he ought to take for the relief of any of 
l?ranklin's people he may have the good fortune to find. After he leaves the main 
land at Cape Batlmrst, he would have no chance of killing deer till he makes 
Banks's Land, or some intervening island; and he must provide for the chance of 
being caught on the floe ice, and having to make his way across by the very tedious 
portages, as fully described by Sir W. E. Parry in the narrative of his most 
adventurous boat voya~e north of Spitzbergen. 

5. Mr. Rae can give Lieutenant Pullen the fullest information respecting the Depots. 

depots of pemmican made on the coast, but the Hudson's Bay Company have no 
means of visiting any of these depots, as suggested by Sir Francis Beaufort, as 
the only depots within their reach are those on the Mackenzie, which would be 
exhausted by Lieutenant Pullen in his ascent of the river. 

6. With respect to Lieutenant Pullen's return from sea, his safest plan will Lieutenant Pullen's 
be to make for the Mackenzie; but should circumstances place that out of his return Jrom sea. 

power, the only other course that seems to me to be practicable is for him to 
ascend a large river which falls into the bottom of Liverpool Bay, to the westward 
of Cape Bathurst. This river, which is named the Beghoola Dessy by the 
Indians, runs parallel to the Mackenzie, and in the latitude of the Cape Good 
Ho~e (660 30' 1\".), is not above five or six days' journey from that post. Hare 
Indians, belonging to Fort Good Hope, might be engaged to hunt on the 
banks of the river till the arrival of the party. The navigation of the river is 
unknown; but even should Lieutenant Pullen be compelled to quit his boats, his 
Indian hunters (of which he should at least engage two for his sea voyage) will 
support and guide his party. Wood and animals are most certainly found on the 
banks of rivers. 

7. It is not likely that under any circumstances ~ieute~ant Pullen s~ould desire 
to reach the Mackenzie by way of the Coppermme River, and tillS could be 
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effected only by a boat being placed at Dease River, for the transp.ort of th~ party 
over Great Bear Lake. This would require to be arranged previously with Mr. 
Rae' and Lieutenant Pullen should not be later in arriving at Fort Confidence , 
than the end of Septembel·. . 

8. The fullest discretionary power should be conceded to .Lleutenant Pullen, 
as suggested in your proposal, for several reasons; and ~hlefly, becaus,: from 
accidental delays of the express, he may rece.iv.e his in.structlOn~ later th~n IS con­
templated. Some ac~ident also may h~\'e mJured hIS boats In the wmter, and 
they may require rep~lf. Tl~e. Company :-; boats are unfit for a. sea voyage, unless 
they are furnished With addItIOnal false keels and wash streaks. I.f these delay 
the arrival of the party at the sea beyond the 1st of A~gust, t~ere wIll be scarcely 
time for Lieutenant Pullen to complete his voyag~ satls!actorlly. F~r I presu~e 
that merely touchino' at Banks's Land, and returnmg Without explormg a portIon 
of the coast line of that island or islands, is scarcely worth the hazard of the 
voyage. 

I have, &c. 

Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, 
Secretary to the Admiralty, &c. &c. 

(signed) John Richardson, 
Medical Inspector. 

Enclosure 3, to No.3 (F.) 

EXTRACT from a LETTER from Dr. Scoresby to Rear-Admiral Sir Francis 
. Beaufort, dated :2 January 1850. 

LOOKING into the map, it does not appear to me that the examination of the 
region or channel proximate to Wollaston Land and Victoria Land (as designed, 
I believe, for Dr. Rae) will comprise all that seems desirable; but that a party (a 
small one would do), issuing from the Mackenzie towards and beyond Cape 
Bathurst, in the direction of Banks's Land, would perform a most important 
service in a great and well-laid plan. 

For this line of search, as to me it appears, seems to afford as good a prospect 
of crossing the track of the missing' Expedition as almost any other in contem­
plation. It would not be a costly undertaking, as it might be done by a very few 
hands, and I fancy in time for next season, if set about immediately. Do you 
think anything could be done, that is, under the orders of the Admiralty, 
herein: A small party so ordered would, with the other recognized measures, fill 
up the ground and plan in a manner which would do as much credit to the 
national liberality and comprehensiveness of plan, as to our humanity. 

Enclosure --1, to No.3 (F.) 

EXTR.ACT f\'o~ a PAPE~ by Lieutenant Osborne, R N., dated 4 January 1850, 
WIth a vIew to traverslllg the distance with a Searching Party between Cape 
Bathurst and Banks's Land. 

GE~ERAL opi~ion places the. lost Expedition to the west of Cape Walker and 
south ,of the l~tttude of Me~vllle Island. The distance from Cape Bathurst to 
Banks s Land u; only 301 mIles, and on reference to a chart it will be seen, that 
nOl~h.ere else doe~ ,the Am~r.ican continent approach so near to the supposed 
posItIon of Franklm s ExpeditIOn. -

Banks's Land bears from Cape Bathurst N. 410 49' E. 302 miles, and there is 
reason to believe that in the summer season a portion of this distance may 
~e traversed in boats. Dr. Richardson confirms previous reports of the ice being 
lIght on the coast east of the Mackenzie River to Cape Bathurst, and informs us 
that the Esquimaux had seen ., no ice to seaward for two moons." Everv mile 
traversed northward by a party from Cape Bathurst would be over that unknown 
space in which traces of Franklin may be expected. It is advisable that such a 
second ~arty be ?es~atched from Cape Bathurst, in order that the pl'Osecution?f 
Dr. Rae s exammatlOn of the supposed channel between Wollaston and VictOrIa 

Lands 
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Lands may in no way be interfered with, by his attention being called to the 
westward. 

1 would also remind your Lordships that the proposed expedition would carry 
into execution a very important clause ill the instructions given to Sir James Ross, 
viz., that of sending exploring parties from Banks's Land in a south-westerly 
direction towards Cape Bathurst or Cape Parry. 

No.3 (G.) 
COpy of a LETTER from A. Barclay, Esq., to Captain Hamilton. 

Sit, Hudson's Bay House, 31 January 1850. 
I AM directed by the Governor and Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company 

to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 24th and 25th instant, accom­
panied by the various documents therein referred to, and to acquaint you, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that those documents 
were forwarded by the mail of the 25th instant to Sir George Simpson, with 
instructions authorizing him to put in requisition all the resources of the Company 
that can be rendered available towards the accomplishment of the objects which 
their Lordships have recommended to the attention of the Governor and 
Committee. I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Barclay, Secretary 

No.3 (H.) 

EXTItACT of a LETTER from Sir George 8,trnpson to the Governor, Deputy 
. Governor and Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company, dated Lachine, 

19 January 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of the :28th December, with the 
correspondence, therein referred to, with the Secretary of the Admiralty on the 
subject of the Expedition under Sir John Franklin; and as every hour at this 
advanced season is of the utmost importance, I shall forthwith forward an express 
for Mackenzie River, with inst\"Uctions to Dr. Rae, in the event of his not having 
obtained any information during the past season which may render further explor­
ations unnecessary, to fit out two expeditions a>: early as possible, one to examine 
the neighbourhood of Wollaston and Banks's Land, to the northward of the 
Victoria Islands, but varying the route of the Expeditions of last summer; and the 
other to prosecute a search in a westerly direction from the :\Iackenzie; Mr. Rae 
to command one party, and any officer in the Mackenzie River district, whom he 
may consider qualified for the duty, to take charge of the other. I shall forward 
to Dr. Rae a copy of your correspondence with the Admiralty, with directions to 
do everything in his power to carry out the views of their Lordships, both as 
regards continuing the search, and replenishing the depots of provisions left on 
the northern coast. And as Lady Franklin's suggestions, in a letter I have 
received from her by this mail, may be useful in directing Dr. Rae's inquiries, I 
shall at the same time forward to him copy of that communication. But with 
e~ery ~xe~tion, I very much fear these instructions will ?arely reach l\lackenzie 
River l\l tIme to allow much to be done this year, rlunng' the season of open 
water. 

No.3 (I.) 
COpy of a LETTER from A. Barclay, Esq., to Captain Hamiltoll. 

Sir, Hudson's Bay House, 9 February 1850. 
IN compliance with the request contained in your letter of yesterday'S date, I 

beg to hand you, by direction of the Governor and Committee of the Hudson's 
Bay Company, a copy of the instructions given by them to Sir George SimI?so~, 
Governor.-in-chief of Rupert's Land, relative to the Expeditions in search ot Su· 
J{)hn Frank.lin, to be despatched from the Arctic shores under Commander Pullen 
and Dr. Rae. . I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Barclay. 
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Enclosure to No.3 :I.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Archibald Barclay, Esq., Secretary to the Hudson's 
Bay Company, to Sir George Simpson, Governor-in-chief of Rupert's Land. 

Sir, London, 25 January] 850. 
I A ~I directed by the Governor and Cummittee of the Hudson's Bay Com­

pany to forward to you herewith. the copy of a .letter ,addressed to them b! the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, under this day s date, a?d als.o copies of 
their Lordships' instructions to Commander Pullen, of Sir John Richardson's 
report in those instrllctions, dated the 22d instant, and of extracts of memoranda 
by Dr. Scoresby and Lieutenant Osborne. .. 

I have also fOI"\'arded, in a separate packet, a despatch from their LordshIps 
for Commander Pullen, and two copies of the printed papers supplied to Captain 
Collinson, of Her Miljesty's ship" Enterprize," and of their instructions to that 
officer, with two copies uf" The Times" newspaper, of yesterday and to-day, con­
taining Reports of the Expedition, via B~hring's Straits, under the command ~f 
Captain Kellett and Commander Moore. One copy of these documents IS 

intended for yourself, the other is to be forwarded to Dr. Rae. 
The Reports of Captain Kellett and Commander Moore, above referred to, 

lIl;tke it highly probable that Lieutenant Pullen, with the men under his com­
mand, (a list of whom is enclosed herewith) has reached some of the Company's 
posts on the 1\Iackenzie, and are there pa5sing the winter; and the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty are most anxious, as you will perceive by the 
earnestness of their letter of this day's date, that in the event of that object 
l mving been successfully accomplished, the services of the Commander and his 
lllell should be rendered available in prosecuting the search for Sir John 
Franklill's Expedition dming' the ensuing summer. To lay down any precise 
plan for the search is clearly impossible, and their Lordships have, therefore, 
very wisely left almost everything to the discretion of the officer who is to 
(;onduct it, and who will avail himself of the able advice of Dr. Rae, than whom 
no one can be Iletter qualified to advise on such a subject. It is not to be 
understood from this that Dr. Rae's services are to be superseded, or his intended 
Expedition, starting from another point, relinquished. The plan already pro­
posed for him is to be carried through as far as can be done. 

It only now remains for me to say, that the Governor and Committee feel a 
deep interest in the sllccess of the Expedition to be undertaken by Commander 
Pullen, and, I may fairly add, not the less so that the proposal originated with 
the Governor. It is, therefore, their anxious desire that all the resources of the 
Company that. c~n be made availa~le to\\'ard~ conveying the instructions of the 
Lords CommISSIOners of the AdmIralty to Commander Pullen with the utmost 
desp~tch possible, be put in requisition for effecting the object in view. The 
secunty of the messengers, and the supply of provisions to the Mackenzie, are, 
I need not say, matters of the most vital import&.nce. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A.. Barclay, SecY. 

No.3 (K.) 

EXTH .... CT of a DESPATCH from Sir George Simpson, dated :2 February 1850 . 

. '~'ITH refere~ce. to the f~r~her endea~ours you have directed to be made in 
sealch of .the m.lssm9 ExpedItIOn under SIr John Franklin, I have now the honour 
to tran~mlt .coples ?t my letters to Chief Trader Rae and Chief Factor Ballenden, 
conveymg mstruchons on that subject, which I trust you will approve. 

Dear Sir, . . . Lachine, 21 January. 
. Up to the p~esent time no mtelhgellce of any kind has been received respect­
mg t~e Expe~ltlOn under the command of Sir John Franklin, its fate exciting the 
most mtense mterest! ~~t only on the part of the British Government and public, 
but. of the whole CIvIlIzed world. The maritime powers of Europe and the 
UllIted States are now vieing with each other as to who shall be the first to 

discover 
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·discover some trace of the missing navigators, and, if they be still alive, to rendee 
them as~istance. By the accompanying correspondence between the Governor 
and Committee and the Admiralty, and by the annexed copy of a letter addressed 
·to me by Lady Franklin, and my reply, you will see that Her l\lajesty\ Govel'll­
ment are exceedingly anxious that further efforts should be made by the 
Hudson's Bay Company to explore the Arctic Sea from the l\Iackenzie River. 
1 am in hopes that in the course of a few .weeks hence we may ue in po-session 
·of your report on your operations last summer, with, I trust, some intelligence 
.respecting the Expedition. If they be still alive, I feel satistied that every effort 
it may be in the power of man to make to succour them will be exerted by 
yourself and the Company'~ officers in Mackenzie Ri\'er; but should your late 
search have unfortunately ended in disappointment, it is the desire of the 
Company that you renew your explorations next summel', if possible. 

By the annexed correspondenct' you will observe that the opinion in E:1gland 
appears to be that our explorations ought to be more particularly directed to that 
portion of the Northern Sea lying bEtween Cape Walker on the east, Meh'ille 
Isla.nd and Banks' Land to the north, and the continental shore or the Yictoria 
Islands to the south. 

As these limits are believed to embrace the course that would have been 
.plll"sued by Sir John Franklin, Cape \Yalker bein,!: one of the points he was 
particularly instructed to make for, you will therefore be pleased, immediately 
on the receipt of this letter, to fit alit another exploring' party to proceed in the 
direction above indicated, but varying the route that may have been followed last 
summer, which party, besides their own examination of the coast and islands, 
should be instructed to offer liberal rewards to the Esquimaux to search for some 
vestiges of the missing expedition, and similar re\\'ards should be offered to the 
Indians inhabiting near the coast and Peel's River, and the half-bred hunters 
of Mackenzie River, the latter being, perhaps, more energ'etic than ihe former; 
assuring them that whoever may procllre authentic intelligence will be larg'ely 
rewarded. 

Simultaneously with the Expedition to proceed towards Cape 'Yalker, one Ol' 

two f>mall parties should be despatched to the westward of the Mackenzie, in 
the direction of Point Barrow, one of which might pass over to the Youcon 
River, and descending that stream to the sea, carryon their explorations in that 
quarter, while the other going down the Mackenzie might trace the coast thence 
towards the Y oucon. And these parties must also ue instructed to ofter rewards 
to the natives to prosecute the search in all directions. 

By these means there is reason to believe that in the course of one year so 
minute a search may be made of the coast and the islands, that in the e\'ent of 
the Expedition havina passed in that direction, some trace of their progres" would 
certainly be discover~d. 

From YOul' experience in Arctic discovery and peculiar qualifications for such 
an undertaking, I am in hopes you may be enabled yourself to assume the 

-commancl of the party to nroceed to the northward; and, as leaders of the two 
parties to explore the coast to the westward of the Mackenzie, you will have to 
select such officers of the Company's service within the district as may appear best 
qualified for the duty: l\Ir. :\1 urray, I think, would be a very fit man for one of 
th~ leaders, and if one party be sent by way of the Youcon, he might take charge 
of It. In the event of your going on this Expedition, you will be pleased to make 
over the charge of the district to Chief Trader Bell during your absence. 

In case you may be short-handed, I have uy this conveyance instructed Chief 
Factor :Sallenden to engage in Red River 10 choice men, acc~stomed to boating, 
·and well fitted for such duty as will be requit'ed of them; and If there be a chance 
of their reaching Mackenzie River, or even Athabasca, before the breaking up of 
the ice, to forward them immediately. 

Should the season, however, be too fat' advanced to enable them to accom­
plish the journey by winter travelling, Mr. Ballenden is directed to increase the 
party to 14 men, with a guide, to be despatched from Red River immediately after 
the opening of the navigation, in two boats, laden with provisions and. flour, a~d 
a few bales of clothing, in order to meet, in some degree, the heavy dram that w~lI 
b~ occasioned on our resources in provisions and necessary supplies in fVIackenZle 
RIver. The leader of this party from Red River may, perhaps, be qualIfied to act 
as the conduct.or of one of the parties to examine the coast to the westward. , 

You will notice that the Lords of the Admiraltv are desirous that the depots 
• of 
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NO·3· f .. I ft the northern coast should be visited, and, if necessary, reple-
C d ° provIsIOns e on II f . t t' . orrespun ence . I d I l' h e tllat our means will not a ow 0 your carrymg ou 1118 
between the Hurl- ms Ie. lear, owev r, . b 'bI' h 
son's Hay Company part of their plans to any !,Teat extent; but whatever may e POSSI e III t at 
and the Arlnliralty. '11 f course do ' At all events it is absolutely necessary to keep up way you WI 0 . '_. h . I I 

the de 6t of clothing and provisions at Fort Goou Hope, WIt an amp e s~pp.v 
of am~unition and fishing tackle, and e~peri~nced fishermen should be sta~lO~ed 
at the post. These precautions are .r.eqUlred In case of any men of th~ mlsslDg 
Expedition finding- their way, .or beIng brought. to that. place, so that.\\e may be 
enabJ.ed to relieve their wants In food and clothIng untIl an opportumty offers to 
forward them toward the civilized world. . 

I am averse to giving too minute instructions. on ~att~r~ of detaIl, as I rely 
much on your good judgment, energy and experIence In glvmg the fullest effect 
to the views of Her 1\1 fljesty's Government an~ the Company; a~d you are !o 
consider you have carte blanche to render avaIlable the Company s resources In 

carrying out this service; and should you not have a su~cIent num?er of men 
to form the parties contemplated, you may abandon one ot the posts In o~der to 
draught the men to this service: It is. very ~uch ~o be re~retted that CIrcum­
stances bave prevented these InstructIOns bemg gIVen earlIer, as I am ~ppre­
hellsi"e they may not reach YOIl in time to do m~ch towards the pro~ecutlOn of 
this painfully' interesting duty this season; but, I~ that case, you wIll have ~o 
consider whether the parties may not pass the willter near the scene of theIr 
future explorations. This, however, is a point which must be left to your own 
determination. 

Mr. John Rae, Hon. Hudson's Bay Company, 
:\1 ackenzie River District. 

I remain, &c. 
(signed) George Si,ilpson. 

Dear Sir, Lachine, 21 January. 
No intelligence ha\'ing been up to this time received of the Expedition under 

Sir John Franklin, his fate has excited the most intense interest throughout Great 
Britain and the whole civilized world. Much is expected from the Hudson's 
Bay Companv in prosecuting a search of the Arctic Seas from the direction of 
Mackenzie River, and herewith are forwarded instructions to Chief Trader Rae 
to fit out three exploring parties-one to proceed to the northward, in the direc­
tion of Cape Walker, under his own command, and the other two by way of the 
Mackenzie River and the ¥oucon to the westward, under the charge of officers 
stationed in the Mackenzie River district; and if this packet be forwarded with 
all expedition, it is just possiule it may reach Mr. Rae in time to enable him to 
put these parties in operation next summel'_ 

It is very doubtful that there are a sufficient number of men in the district for 
this service; I have, therefore, to beg that, unless you receive authentic in for­
m~t.ion f!'om ~~ r. Ra~, that further research is unneccssary-a bare possibility. 
ar~smg trom. lI.\s h~vlllg fOll~d some trace of them-you will engage at Red 
River [or tillS service ~o actIve, able, young men, accustomed to boating, and 
otherWIse properly qualified for the arduous duty reyuired of them, and if there 
be a chance of their reaching Mackenzie River, or even Athabasca before the 
opening ,of the navigation, that you will despatch them, under the 'command of 
some officeI' .of the Company's service within reach, or some person engaged for 
the purpose III the settl~ment •. II' ho has the necessary qualifications for such a 
charge, and whose services lllight be useful to Mr. Rae "hen in Mackenzie 
Rive:. J np-ed not detail tbe requisite qualifications for such a leader-activity, 
ph y~Ical st~'ength, habIts of en.durance~ perseverance, tact with and authority over 
the men, &c., as y0\ll' expenence wIiI suggest what is required. Should the 
season, ho\\'eYeI', be too far atlv~nced when this packet reaches you to enable the 
party to reach At!labasca bl wmter travelling, you will in that case engage l-! 
men ami an. experIenced glIl~!e, t~J form the crews of two boats, to be despatched 
~l'om ~ed R~ver for l\IackenzIe RIver: immediately the navigation is practic;abJc 
III Spllllg, \I Ith fu.1l cargoes of pemmICan and flour and a few bales of clothing, 
Of .the latter artJ~le I am aw.are ~hat .you will have but little to spare, and I 
belte~e the stock In MackenzIe RIver IS sufficiently large to meet the contem­
platea demands,.; . but as the party to be .se~t by you will be supernumeraries, for 
whom no prO'Islon has been made, It IS prudent to send with them a few 

necessaries. 
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necessaries for their first winter, while the provisions are absolutely required to 
increase our resources, on which there will not only be a certain heavy drain for 
the exploring parties, but it is possible we may have to render succour to Sir 
J. Franklin's Expedition, should we fortunately succeed in di&covering them. 
The provi.sions must be considered as cargo to be rendered entire at Mackenzie 
River, whatever may be requisite for rations on the voyage to be supplied at the 
ports on the route. 

We want none but choice men. I therefore place no restriction on the rate 
of waO'es, and you may give whatever is necessary to secure the pick of the 
settle~ent. They should not be engaged for the year, but for the time they may 
be employed, at so much per annum, counting from the date of departure from 
the settlement until their discharge in Mackenzie River, with a fair allowance for 
the return voyage. 

Should such delay be likely to arise in engaging the party at Red River that 
they could not reach Athabasca by winter travelling, while the packet, if sent on 
immediately, would have a chance of reaching' Mr. Rae befol'p- the opening of the 
navigation, you can despatch it without the men, in that case sending them in 
boats. Both with the packet, if sent by itself, and \\ ith the party, you will 
forward a circular addressed to the officers in charge of districts and posts, 
desiring their best assistance in getting them forwarded with all expedition 
towards their destination. 

Mr. John Ballenden, 
Red River Settlement. 

No.3 (1.) 

I remain, &c .. 
(signed) G. Simpson. 

COpy of a LETTER from A. Barclay, Esq. to Captain Hamilton. 

Sir, Hudson's Bay House, London, 6 March 1850. 
I AM directed by the Governor and Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company 

NO·3· 
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to transmit to you herewith, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 14 Fe/;. 
Admiralty, the copy of a despatch received by them yesterday from Sir George ~ 
Simpson, Governor-in-chief of Rupert's Land, together with copies of letters 13 Ie/; • 
addressed by him to Messrs. Rae and Ballenden, and also to l\lr. Mactavish and ~ 
other officers in charge of posts on the route from Lachine to Red River, relative . 
to the search for Sir John Franklin's Expedition, and directing' every possible 
exertion to be used in forwarding to Commander Pullen their Lordships' despatch, 
sent to the Hudson's Bay House on the 25th January. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A. Barcla!), Secretary. 

Enclosure 1, to No.3 (L.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Sir George Simpson to the Governor, Deputy Governor 
and Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company. 

Honourable Sirs, Lachine, 14 February 1850. 
I HAVE to acknowledge Mr. Secretary Barclay's letter of 25th Jan~ary, with 

the accompanying papers, relating to the further search for the missing Expedition 
under Sir John Franklin. 
Th~ packet from the Admiralty for Commander Pullen, and that for Dr. Rae, 

con~amlng copies of the printed papers and instructions to Captain Collinson, and 
copies of" The Times" newspaper of 24th and 25th January, were forvrarded 
expre~s a few hours after their receipt, under the care of one of th~ clerks of this 
estabhshment, to Lac des Allumettes,·with instructions to the gentleman in charge 
of t?at post to send them on without delay, via Lake Nipisingue to Sault Stl:!. 
~arI~, whereby a saving of about ten days' time will he gained over the commu­
l1lcabon vid Penitanguishine, the packet having been received too late to go by 
the mail from thence on the 15th February, and the next mail not leaviDg until 
th~ ht March. For your information as to the measures I have adopted for 
forwarding this packet to Red Hiver, and for supplying the wants of the prol?~sed 
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Expeditions in provisions, I beg to hand cop!es of my letters to Chi~f F~ctors 
Ballenden and Rae to Chief Trader W. Mactavish, and the gentlemen III ci.large 
of posts on the com'munication .. :\Iy inst~uctions to Messrs. Ballenden and Rae, 
under date ~1st January (copies of. "".hlch were forwarde~ to ~ou), that t~e 
Company's resources of every descnpt~o? should be made aval}able for ~hls 
interesting service, were so full and exphclt, that you may rest satisfied nothmg 
will be wantino' on the part of the Company's officers to carry out, as far as 
possible, your benevolent views on this subject. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) G. Simpson. 

Enclosure 2, to No. 3 (L.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Sir Gr.orge Simpson to John Rae, Esq., Chief Factor 
in the Hudson's Bay Company's Service. 

Dear Sir, Lachine, 13 February 1850. 

\rITH reference to my letters of ~lst January, I now beg to hand you copy of 
a communication this day received from Mr. Secretary Barclay, under date 
London. ~;jth January, from which you will observe, that both the Lords of the 
Admiralty and the Governor and Committee are exceedingly anxious that the 
accomjJanying packet for Commander Pullen from the Admiralty should reach 
that ofilcer with the least possible delay. There is likewise fomarded herewith 
a packet to your audress, containing the papers referred to in Mr. Secretary 
Barclay's letter, and a letter from Sir John Richardson. 

By Mr. Barclay's letter you will observe that the instructions now given for 
a search under Commander Pullen are not to supersede the plans already laid 
down for your own explorations. 

By my letter to Chief Factor Ballenden, of 21st January, copy of which was 
forwarded to you, you will observe that that gentleman was instructed to send' 
10 men from Red River, to be placed at your disposal in the prosecution of your 
researches, if there was the prospect of their getting beyond Fort Chepewyan by 
winter travelling; on the contrary, if they could not reach that point before the 
opening of the navigation, he was to send (instead of 10) 14 men, with a guide, 
to form the crew of two boats, to be laden with provisions for the service in 
questil)n. Should these two boat-loads of provisions be forwarded, I presume 
they will, with the resources of the country, be sufficient for every useful purpose; 
but in the event of the 10 men having been forwarded by winter travelling, I 
have by this conveyance instructed Mr. Ballenden to forward an extra boat along 
",ith the Portage la Loche brigade next summer, laden with provisions, to be 
specially applied to the use of the Expedition under Commander Pullen, and such 
parties as you may employ on this service. 

All expenses connected with these Expeditions, the forwarding of provisions" 
packets, &c., are to be charged to the" Arctic Searching Expedition." 

In great haste, and with best wishes, 

I remain, &c. 
(signed) G. Simpson. 

Enclosure 3, to X o. 3. (L.) 

COpy of a L~TT~R fr~m Sir George Simpson to John Ballenden, Esquire, 
Chief Factor In the Hudson's Bay Company's Service. 

Dear Sir, Lachine, 13 February 1850. 
By jnstruction~ from the Governor and Committee just received, I now forward' 

a packet, by speCial ex~ress up the Ottawa, for the purpose of .being conveyed 
to the Sault Ste. Mafle, and thence forwarded with every possible expedition 
from post to post to Red River; 2.nci/you will be pleased to send it on without: 

delay 
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delay by the most direct route to Isle a la Crosse, from whence it will be for­
warded' to Athabasca, and on to Mackenzie River. 

With reference to my letter of 21st January, should it have reached you 
sufficiently early to have enabled you tl) forward ten men to Mr. Rae, to be 
employed on his proposed explorations, by winter travelling, you \vill in that 
case provide a boat's crew to accompany the Portage la Loche brigade, fully 
laden, from Red River or Norway House, with about ninety pieces of flour and 
pemmican, say one-third of the former and two-thirds of the latter. Should the 
express no~ have reache? you in ti~e to send the ten men by wintc): travelling, 
vou will ot course have mcreased theIr number to fourteen, with a gUide, to man 
two boats laden with provisions and clothing, according to my instructions, in 
which ca5e the third uoat above directed will not be required. Tht lading of 
the boats or boat should be replenished from post to post, so that the full 
quantity originally shipped may be forthcoming for the use of Commander 
Pullen and Mr. Rae's .Expeditions. 

All expenses connected with this sen'ice, the forwarding of provisions, 
packets, &c., are to be charged to the Arctic Expedition. 

Iam,&c. 
(signed) G. Simpson. 

Enclosure 4, to No.3 (L.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Sir George Simpson to William Jll' Tm'ish, Esquire, 
Chief Trader in the Hudson's Bay Compauy's Service. 

Dear Sir, Lachine, 13 February 1850. 
HEREWITH is forwarded, rili the Ottawa River, a packet for :\Ir. Ballenden. 

which I llave to beg you will send on with all possible despatch to Red River. 
As Mr. Swanston may be short-handed, having already had to provide for 

two expresses, you had better engage the men, whom you seud on from the 
Sault, on the condition of their remaining at Michipicotoll, lor a period of two, 
three, four or more months, as Mr. Swanston may require, by which arrangement 
the men he sends from ~lichipicoton may remain at the next post, and so on from 
station to station. All expenses connected with this service are to be charged 
to the "Arctic Searching Ex pedition ;" and 110 cOllsideration of mere cost is to 
be allolled to interfere in ihe expeditious transmission of this express. 

Please forward copy of this letter to Chief Trader Swanston, 

I am, &c. 

(signed) G. Simpson. 

Enclosure 5, to No.3 (L.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Sir George Simpson to Gentlemen ill Charge of 
Posts on the Route from Lachine to Red River Settlement. 

Gentlemen, lachine, 13 February 1850. 

HEUEWITH is forwarded an express for Red HiveI' Settlement, which I have 
to beg may be sent on from post to post by two carriers, with all possible 
despatch, as its early receipt is of the utmost importance. The expenses 
connected with its transmission are to be chargeu to the "Arctic Searching 
Expeditic. " 

Let the nom and day of 'rival at and departure from each post on the route 
be marked on the back of this letter. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) G. Simpson, 

H -No.4.-
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-~o. 4.-

X ARRATJVE of the PROCEEDI~GS of Captain Sir James C. Ross, in Command 

of the EXPEDITIO~ through Lancaster Sound and Barrow Straits. 

IN accordance with the intentions expressed to the Secretary of the Admiralty 
in my letter of the 13th of July 1848, Her Majesty's ships " i~nterpr~se·' and 
" Investio'ator" sailed on that day from the Danish sett.lement of U pernavlk. 

By ru~ning through an intricate archipelago of islanrl,:, which lies off tl~e main 
land, and seems to keep off the pressure of the main pack, we suc?eeded m pass­
inO" the position in which the whale ships had been so long detamed, and made 
ev~ry day some advance to the northward, until the 20th, when we made fast to a 
berg' aground 011' Cape Shackleton. . 

Here we were joined hv the "Lord Gambier" (of Hull), Mr. R. Hill, master, 
who informed me that ha~ill(r fun to the southward with all the rest of the whalin!! 

, ;oj u 

ships, and having carefully examined the pack edge for any opening that might 
lead to the westward, he had come to the conclusion that there was not the smallest 
chance, from the close, compact and heavy nature of the ice, for an.Y ship crossing 
to the west coast of Baffin's Bay this season. He had, therefOl"e, returned to the 
north, and expected that all the other ships woulcl soon follow him, and endeavour 
to round the north end of the pack; he spoke very confidently of being abie to 
accomplish this by the first week of August, and promi,ed at any rate to remain 
in company with us until the 3d of August. ,Ve cast off from the berg early the 
next morning, towing the ships through loose streams uf ice towards some lanes of 
water, which had opened out during tile calm which prevailed all nig'ht. 

Our progress was, however, very slow during this and. the next few days, and 
our situation often difficult and embarrassing. 

On the morning of the 26th, when off the Three Islands of Baffin, in lat. 74' :-.l"., 
we were surprised, on the fog clearing off, to see the" Lord Gambier" about eight 
miles distant, standing under all sail to the southward, thus disappointin!2,' us of 
the only remaining means of forwarding information of our proceedings to their 
Lordships; and this II as the more annoying as we had only the evening beiore 
~assed within a quarter of a mile of her, when, upon any signal of their inten­
t10n of going- to tbe so nth ward, we would have placed on board of her all OUl· 

letters and. despatches. Her enterprising commander deserves the highest praise 
for persevering alone so far ueyond all his fellows, and, had it depended on him, 
I believe he would not have left us until we had got throuCTh the great difficulty 
of Melville Bay. '" 

,Ye pursued" our eourse to the northward under varying circumstances of per­
plexity, anxiety and success; for, although I could not but feel assured that we 
should eventually get throllg-h the Melville Bay barrier, yet calms and light winds 
so greatly impeded any movement in the pack, that day after day passed away until 
~he season had so far advanced as to preclude every hope of accomplishing much, 
If anything, before the setting in of winter. 

N? exertion~, however, were spared to take advantage of every opportunity of 
j~ushmg th,e ships forward, until, on the 20th of August, during a heavy breeze 
tro~ th~ r; .E., the ships, ulld pr all the sail they could carry, bored through a pack 
of IC~ ot bll~ moderate thickness, but having amongst it heavy masses mingled with 
th~ ltghter I~e that covered the larger surface through which it was necessary to 
drive the slups at aU hazards. The shocks they sustained during this severe trial 
\', ere great.. but fortunately without serious damaCTe to them. 

'Ve g-ained the clear water at 4 p.m. on the 20th of AUCTust in lat. 75~o N., and 
lo.ng', (ji"" "'., and s.teered direct for Pond's Bay, where f fel't assured 01· meeting 
WIth the whale .shlps, if any should have crossed to the west land, and might 
learn from them If the " Ere~us" an.d " Terror," or their party in boats, had passed 
along that .s~JOre, and also wI,th a VIew to communicat.e with the Esquimaux: who 
annually VIm the coast, and trom whom we mio-ht have derived information of our 
absent friends. '" 

On the 23d we m~de thE' land about ten miles to the southward of Pond's Bay, 
and could trace the lme of the main pack close in ao-ainst the laud at a distance 
of three or. four miles to the southward, so closely"'pre~sed home ~~ to leave no 
room .for ships or boats to pass between it and the shore. We next stood into. 
Pond s Ba! and hove to, wi:hin half a mi.le of those points upon which the Esqui­
maux are known to place their summer reSIdences, firing guns every half-hour, and 

• _ with 
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with our glasses closely examining every part of the shore without being able to 
discern any human being. 

From Pond's Bay we commenced a rigid examination of the coast to the 
no~thward, keeping the ships close in along the land, so that neither people nor 
boats could have passed without our seeing them. Opposed by a strong current, 
although going before the wind between two and three knots through the water, 
we found by the result of all Ollr observations, as well as by unerring marks on 
the land, that we were sometimes carried astern against the wind. 

On tbe 26th we arrived off Possession Bay, and a party was sent on shore to 
search for any traces of Sir John Franklin's Expedition having touched at this 
general ~oi.nt of ~en?ezvous. Not?ing was found but the paper left there record­
ing the viSit ofSu hdward Parry, In 1819. The paper was very much damaged, 
but by careful washing' and titting together, nearly every word was clearly 
deciphered. (It is preserved.) 

From this point we continued the examination of the coast witla equal care, 
for we tully expected every hour to see those of whom we were in search, and the 
most vigilant look-out \\as kept aloft, and from the deck. 

On the 1st of September we arrin·d off Cape York, and a party was sent on 
shore to seek for our friends, and to fix a conspicuous mark at this remarkable 
point, on which was placed a paper for the guidance of any party that might fall 
in with it. This service was performed by Lieutenant M'Clintock, with much 
skill, under very difficult circumstances. 

Every day we were in the practice of throwing overboard a cask from each 
ship, containing papers with information of all our proceedings; guns were fired 
during foggy weather, and blue lights and rockets during the hours of darkness, 
the ships being kept under such easy sail that any boat seeing the signals might 
have reached them. . 

The general tenor of the information thus distributed along the coast was to 
acquaint Sir John Franklin, or any of his party, that as the whale tihips had not 
been able to cross to the west land of Baffin's Bay, they could have no hope of 
assistance from them, and recommending them to make for Port Leopold, where I 
intended to form a depot of provisions, and perhaps leave the" Investigator" to 
winter there; they would at any rate, with the provisions, find a noticF of the 
position in which the nearer ship was passing' the winter. 

It therefore became necessary to push for Port Leopold to fulfil these promises, 
for had any of his party l1Jet with one of these notices they would assuredly have 
gone to that point. 

NO·4· 
Narrative of Pr 
ceedings of Cap 
Sir J. C. Ross. 

We accordingly stood over from Cape York towards North-East Cape, until 
we came in with the edge of a pack, too dense for us to penf'trate, lying between 
us and Leopold Island, about 14 miles broad; but as we could perceive that it 
was still in motion, we hoped that a few days might produce a favourable change, 
and in the meantime we ~tood over to the north shore of Barrow's Strait, to seek 
a harbour further to the westward, and to examine the numerous inlets of that 
shore. Maxwell Bay, and several smaller indentations, were thoroughly explored; 
and, although we got near the entrance of Wellington Channel, the firm barrier of 
i~e which stretched across it, and which had not broken away this season, con­
VInced us all was impracticable in that direction. 

We nolV stood to the south-west to seek fOI' a harbour near Cape Rennell, 
but found a heavy body of ice extending from the west of Comwallis Island in a 
compact mass to Leopold Island. Coasting along this pack during stormy and 
fog~y weather, we had difficulty in keeping the ships fre~ during t~le nig~ts, for .1 
belIeve so great a quantity of ice was never before seen 111 Barrow s Strait at thIS 
period of the season. 
. With the thermometer at 15 degrees every night, young ice formed rapidly, and 
became so thick as to frustrate all our exertions to pass through some of the 
looser streams. Nevertheless, after some days of anxious and arduous work, we 
succeeded in getting through the pack which still lingered about Leopold Island 
and No.rth-East Cape, and entered the harbour of Port teopold on the 11th of 
September. Had we not got into port on that day, it would have been impossi~le 
to havEI. done so any day afterwards, the main pack, during the night, havmg 
closed the land, and completely sealed the mouth of the harbour. . . 

We had now, at any rate,.accomplished one material PQint, and were rejoiced 
to find the anchorage, of which we had before been in much doubt, well adapted 
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to our purpose, and, as it was desirable to secure a good pos~tion f~~ one ship, I 
resolved that it should be the winter quarters for the" InvestIgator. 

I had much satisfaction the next mornino- to find how perfectly our steam­
launch fulfilled our expectations in an exp~rimental cruise abo~t the harbour, 
before proceeding: in her to the west~~rd in search of a harb.our .tor th~ "Enter­
prise," as it was now beyond probabIlity, from t~e early settl.ng III of wlllter, and 
from the unbroken state of the ice, to reach l\lelvtlle Island thIs season. The pack 
at the harbour's mouth, however, still prevented ou\' immediate departure, an(1 all 
our enewies were devoted to landing a good supply of provisions upon Whaler 
Point. In this service the steam-launch proved of innnite value, conveying a large 
cargo herself, and towing two deeply laden cutters, at the rate of fOllr or five .knots, 
through the sheet of ice which now covered the harbour, and through wl1lch no 
boat unaided by steam could have penetrated beyond her own lengtb. 

The place selected for the depot was upon the low south-east point, which 
forms the chief protection to the harbour, t\\O miles distant from our anchorage. 
This work was not only tedious, but sometimes hazardous, from the floes of thin 
ice foldin o' over each other, and thus forming all obstacle at times difficult to over­
come. I~deed, our operations were still incomplete when they were interrupted 
1y the ice in the harbour becoming so thick as to require all our attention to the 
ships thEmsel\'e~. A prevalence of strong- easterly winds had caused the pack to 
press so heavily against the outer margin of the harbour ice, that the ships were 
carried away with their anchors so far up towards the head of the bay that they 
grounded at low water. All hands f!"Om both ships were set to work to cut a canal 
and warp them off the shore. This had scarcely been accomplished when another 
severe pressure drove them again into shallow water, and, had we not fortunately 
l1auled off in time, it is probable that the ships must have lain aground all 
the winter. The work of sawing was recommenced, and, after twu or three days, 
we succeeded in getting our ships into a position of comparative safety, although 
with only a foot or two of water to 8pare at low spring tides; but the wintel' had 
now set in witb so much severity it was impossible to keep the people any longer 
employed at such work without serious injury to their health, and their suffering 
from severe frost-bites. 

On the evening of the 12th of October the ships were hove into their winter 
position, within 200 yards of each other. 

I wa., indeed most anxious to have taken the "Enterprise" to some distance to 
the westward, but any attempt to leave the ships, under -the circumstances of their 
~ituation, would hare been highly injurious, and probably have led to some 
calamity, but the pack which sealed the harbour's mouth the nio-ht after we entered 
!t never admitted a chance of even a boat making her way out; and across the 
Isthmus, as far as we could discern from the hills, the same extensive mass of 
heavy, hummocky ice, which \\~e had coasted along in s~arch of an opening in the 
e~rly part of September, w~s stIll pressed closely home against the north shore of 
:0;orth Somerset, and remamed fixed there throuD'hont the winter' so that if the 
.. Enle.rprise" had be~n able .to get out of the ha~bour, she could' not have pro­
~eeded. far, and would most hkely ha.ve been compelled either to pass the winter 
III the pack, or to ha~e return:d to England, and thus have defeated all prospective 
measures for the aSSIstance of our long absent friends. 

And, althoug'h I could not but feel extreme disappointment at the small 
advance we ~ad be~n able to make during our first ~eason, yet we had much to be 
thankful for In ~~vlllg been pprmitted to gain secure winter quarters at Port 
Leopold-a pOsltlon that of all othe.rs was the most desirable, if anyone spot had 
to. ~e sele?ted fo~ that purpose; beIng.at the junction of the four great channels 
?t Barrow s StraIt, .Lancaster Sound, PrInce Regent Inlet and 'Vellington Channel, 
It was hardl.f pOSSIble for a?y part~, after abandoning their ships, to pass along 
the shores ot any of those mlets WIthout fiudino- indications of the proximity of 
our Expedition. '" 

T~e winter was passed as are all winters in this climate, but long experience 
and. h~~ral means gave us many comforts that no other Expedition had enjoyed; 
yet It l:s remarkable that !he health of the crew suffered more during this winter 
than on any former occ~slon: . Our want of Sllccess might have tended in some 
measure to deJlress the.lr Sptnts, and, unfortunately, the cold of winter was pro­
longed unusually far mto the spring before we could give them more active 
employment. 

During 
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During the winter, a great many white foxes were taken alive in traps set for 
the purpose; and a~ it is well known hoI\' large a tract of country these creatures 
traverse in search of food, I caused copper collars, upon which a notice of the 
position of the ships and depots of. provisions. was .eng-raved, to be clinched round 
their necks, and then set them at lIberty agalll, wIth the hope that sume of these 
messeno-ers miQ"ht be the means of conveyinQ" the intelli(rence to the "El'ebus"' 

~ v ~ 0 

and" Terror," as the crews of those vessels would assn redly be eager for their 
capture. 

After se\'eral short preliminary jou rneys in April and the early part of next 
month, to carry out small depots of provisions to the west of Cape Clarence and to 
the south of Cape Seppings, I left the ships on the 15th of May, with a party 
consisting of Lieutenant M'Clintock and 12 men, with 4·0 days' provisions, which, 
too-ethel' with tents, clothes, blankets and other necessarie~, were lashed upon two 
sl:dges. 'Ye were accompanied for the first five days of our journey by Captain 
Bird, in command of a large fatigue party, which increased our lIumbers to -12. 
He would willingly have extended his valuable assistance still further, hall I not 
felt that his presence at the ships would be more beneficial to the service in send­
ing forth such other parties, and completing- such further measures, as I proposed 
·should be adopted during my absence. 

A detailed account of this journey may be found in my Journal; it may be 
sufficient here to mention, that the examination of all the inlets allel smaller in­
dentations of the coast, in which any ships might have found shelter, occupied a 
large portion of ollr time, and cost us much labour; but it was necessary that every 
pOltion of the coast wc passed along should be thoroughly ex plored. 

The north shore of North Somerset trends slig·lJtly to the nurtlmard of the 
west, until after passing tbe extreme North Cape of America, a few miles beyond 
Cape Rennell: from this point it trends slightly to the soutlm:trll of II('st, until 
after rounding Cape Bunny, when it suddenly assumes a nt'arly south direction. 

From the high land in the neighbourhood of Cape Bunny we obtained a yery 
extensive view, and observed that the whole space between it and Cape \\"alker 
·to the west, and \Vellington Channel to the north, was occupied by 1"1:l',Y heavy 
hummocky ice, whilst to the south"'ard it appeared more favourable for tra\'c1lillg; 
I therefore determinecl not to divide the party, as I h,ld originally intellded, utltil 
we ~hollld find a more practicahle point for their exertions. 

\V e therefore proceeded to the southward, tracing all the inclentations of tbe 
coast. "hen our progress became much delayed by ~everal of the party i,ecoming 
useJess from lameness and debility, so that it proved most fortunate that 1 bad not 
divided the force, which could only, under such circumstances, bave terminated 
in the complete failnre of both; for, although the loan of provisions lIas every 
day becoming less, the necessity of carrying two of the sufferers on the sledges, 
and the loss of the services of three others, who had scarcely strength to walk 
behind, greatly increased the labour of the few who were now able to work. 

The examination of the coast was pursued until the 5th of June, when, having" 
·consumed more than half our provisions, and the strength of the party being' much 
reduced, I was reluctantly compelled to abandon further operations, as it was, 
moreover, necessary to give the men a day of rest. But, that the time might not 
be wholly lost, I proceeded with Serjeant Hurditch, and William Thompson, a 
seaman of great endurance, to the extreme south point in sight from our encamp­
.me~t, distant about eight or nine miles. From this point we had so fine a view 
as tully to reward us for our additional labour, more especially when we reflected 
that from the nature of the ice over whicil we, unencumbered, had travelled with 

·comparative ease, it could hardly have been accomplished by the party in one 
day, whilst it would have required another to get back to their present en­

. campmellt. 
!he extreme point of our operations is in lat. 720 38' N., and long. 95" 40' W. 

It ,.s the west point of a small high peninsula, and, the state of the atmosphere 
bemg .at the time peculiarly favourable for distinctness of vision, land of any great 
eleva~lon might have been seen at the distance of 100 miles . 
.. The extreme high cape of the coast, however, was not more than 50 miles 
distant, still bearing nearly south,* the land thus trending for Cape Nicolai, the 
northernmost point which I had reached during my journey from the " Victor~" 

m 

• The bearings herein given are true. 
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in 1832, and which I hoped to hav.e attai?ed o~ ~h!s occa'SioD, as well as to have' 
revisited the Magnetic Pole in its Immechate VICIUI,t)', and, had not so many of 
our party broken down, it mi.~ht have b~:n accomplIshed. 

\Ve observed severai small bays and mlets between us and t~e southernmost 
cape, of whose continuity we could not b~ assur~d at sa great a dIstance, ~et they 
are marked on the chart which accompanies thIs accollnt of our proceed lOgS, by 
which it ",ill be perceived that a very narrow isthmus separates Prince Regent 
Inlet frol11 the western sea at Cresswell and Brentford Bays. 

On our return to the encampment, I found they had all been wel~ occupied 
durilw our absence; LieuteI!ant ?\I'Clintock had taken some magnetIC observa_ 
tions,~vhich will be of great value, from our being so near to the J\:'Iagnetic P~le; 
t\\O of the party had cut through the ice, w?ich they found ,to be eight feet thICk, 
and tixed a pole by which the state of the tides was ascer~amed; a~d all the rest 
that could work had erected a large cairn of stones on a hIgh knoll Just above the 
tents, ill IIhich a copper cylinder was placed, contain!ng an ac~ount of o,ur pro· 
ceed in 0';;, and all necessary information for the gUidance of any of SIr John 
Franklin's party tilat 111 ight be journeying along this coasl. 

Althouo'h our resources did not admit ot any further perseverance on our part, we 
~ f could not but fed some satisfaction in the assurance, that if those 0 \\'hom we were 

in search had at any time been upon the north or west coast of N or~h S~merset, 
we must have met witll some traces of them; the season for travellIng In these 
regions had also passed away, the thaw having commenced; and, had they 
abandoned their ships at Melville Island, they must have arrived on either of these 
shores lung' before this time, wbere they would have found us in the best possible 
positioll to rend!'!' them assistance, and conduct them to our vessels. 

We set forward 011 our homeward journey in the evening of the Gth of June, 
and, after encountering a variety of dirticulties, to which I need not now further 
allude, we readied the ship on the 2:3d, tbe party so completely worn out by 
fatigue that every man was, from some cause or other, in the doctor's hands for 
tl\'O t.r tbree wcek,;;;, an!! I am sorry to say that two of them are not yet recovered. 

I bad walked in advance of the party, to select the best road by which to cross 
the istlnnus, atld as soon as I got sight of the ships, I was met by Captain Bird 
and Lieutenant M 'Clure, from wbom I was greatly grieved to hear of the decease 
of "'.II'. 11 etlry Matthias, the assistant-surgeon of the" Enterprise," of consumption, 
which had been deepl\' rooted in his constitution before leavinO" EnO'land " he was 

. ~ 0 

a promising young man, of great amiability of disposition, universally beloved and 
regretted, Several others of the crews of both ships were in a declining !'tate, 
aud th~ gene!'al report of health was by no means cheering. 

DLlJ'mg my absence, Captain Bird had despatched parties in several directions,­
one under the command of Lieutenant Barnard, to the north shore of Barrow's 
Strait; a second, commanded by Lieutenant Brown, to the east shore of Prince 
Hegcllt Inlet; ,and a third, conducted by Lieutenant Robinson, along the western 
shore. of that, mlet. T~e labours of these parties were of comparatively short 
duratIons; stIlI, ~hey, hk~ ourselves, all suffered from snow blindness, sprained 
ankles, and deblhty, espeCIally that undet· Licutenant Robinson who extended his 
examination ,of the coast for sever~l miles to the southward of Fury Beach . 

.l\lthough It was ,now but too eVIdent, from no traces of the absent Expedition 
han~li! been met wI~h b~ any of these parties, that the ships could not have been 
detamed anywhere In tIm part of the Arctic regions; yet I considered it proper to 
p~sh forward to the westward as soon as our ships should be liberated from their 
WInter harbour. My chief hopes now centered in the efforts of Sir John Richard~ 
son's party; ?ut I felt fully, persuaded that Sir John Franklin's ships must have 
pene,trated so tar be~ond ~\1.elvllle Island as to induce him to prefei' making for the 
contIn.ent of Amenca, rather than seeking assistance from the whale ships in 
Baffins Bay. 

Our crews, weakened ~y incessant exertion, were in a very unfit state to under­
take the heavy labour which they had yet to accomplish. The season at this place 
',ms so e~tremel! backward that hardly a pool of water was to be seen on thv sur­
t~c~ of Ice whlch covered the harbOUi, except only along the line of gravel 
\\ hlch had been spread out to wards the harbour's mouth during the winter, and 
there appeared but small prospect of any rei ease this season. 

All h~nds that were al~le com~eneed with saws, extending the breadth of the 
canal so ~uch as to admit the ships to pass down it towards the point-of.the har­
bour, a distance of rather more than two miles. 

These 



ARCTIC EXPEDITION UNDER SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 63 

These labours were continued until the 15th of August, when, the canal being 
nearly finished, ,the harbour ice divided along its line into two nearly equal 
parts, and thus saved us a few days' work; but the ice to seaward remained 
to all appearance as firmly fixed as during the winter, though we could per­
ceive it was wasting away close along the shores, and it was not until the 
28th of August that we succeeded in getting clear of the harbour. 

Before leaving Port Leopold, I had caused a house to be built of our spare 
spar~, ~nd covered with such o~ our ~ousing cloths a~ we could dispense with: and 
for whICh we could find a substitute If needful, leavmg also twelve months pro­
visions, fuel and other necessaries, together with the Investigator's steam-engine 
and launch, which had been leng,thened seven feet for the purpose, and now 
formed a fine vessel, capable of conveying the whole of Sir John Franklin's party 
to the whale ships, or ourselves, should any calamity befall our ships in their 
progress to the westward. 

We now proceeded towards the north shore of Barrow's Strait, fOl· the purpose 
of following up the examination of Wellington Channel, and, if possible, of 
extending our researches as far as Melville Island; but when about 12 miles 
from the shore we came to the fixed land ice, which had not broken away this 
season, and nothing but an uniform sheet of heavy ice was to be seen to the 
westward. 

We kept the ships near that which appeared to be the most probable spot, 
watching for any openin/!: that might present itself, when a strong' wind suddenly 
arising on the 1st of September, brought the loose pack, through which we had 
been struggling, down upon and it closely beset the ships. At times, during two 
or three days, they sustained severe pressure, and ridges of hummocks were 
thrown up all around us, but after that time, the temperature falling to near zero, 
it formed the whole body of the ice into one s;)lid mass. \Ve \\'ere so circum­
stanced that for some days we could not unship the rudder, and when, by the 
laborious operation of sawing and removing the hummocks from under the stern, 
we were able to do so, we found it twisted and damaged, and the ship was so 
much strained as to increase the leakage from three inches in a fortnight to 14 
inches daily, which, though of but trifling importance at present, served to con­
vince us that she was not, as we had hitherto believed, invulnerable. 

The ice was 'stationary for a few days; the pressure had so folded the lighter 
pieces over each other, and they were so interlaced, as to form one entire sheet, 
extending from shore to shore of Barrow's Strait, and as far to the east and west 
as the eye could discern from the mast-head, whilst the extreme severity of the 
temperature had cemented the whole so firmly together that it appeared highly 
improbable that it could break up again this season. In the space which had 
been cleared away for unshipping the rudder, the newly formed ice was 15 inches 
thick, and in some places along the ship's side the 13 feet saws were too short to 
work. 

We had now fully made up our minds that the ships were fixed for the wintet', 
and, dismal as the prospect appeared, it was far preferable to being carried along 
the west coast of Baffin's Bay, where the grounded bergs are in such numbers 
upon the shallow banks off that shore, as to render it next to impossible for ships 
involved in a pack to escape destruction. 
. It was, therefore, with a mixture of hope and anxiety that, on the \\iod shift­
mg to the westward, we perceived the whole body of ice begin to drive to the 
eaRtward, at the rate of 8 to 10 miles daily. Every effort on our part was 
totally unavailing, for no human power could have moved either of the ships a 
si!1gle inch; they were thus completely taken out of our hands, and, in the centre 
ot a field of ice more than 50 miles in circumference, were c~.rried along the 
southern· shore of Lancaster Sound. 

After passing its entrance, the ice drifterl in a more southerly direction, along 
the west shore of Baffin's Bay, until we were abrea.st of Pond's Bay, to the south­
ward of which we observed a great number of icebergs stretching across our path, 
and presented the fearful prospect of our worst anticipations. But, when least 
,expecte~ by us, our release was almost miraculously brought about. The great 
·field of Ice was rent into innumerable f,'agments, as if by some unseen powet'. 

Hope revived, and our people worked with energy; all sail was made! and 
:varps run out from each quarter, to spring the ships past the h~avy floe pieces. 
Fhe." 'Investigator!' rea~hedan open -space of water on the evenmg of. th:; 24th, 
but It was not until noon of the 25th of September that the "Enterprise could 
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clear the pack. It is impossible to convey any id~a of the ~ensation we ex~e­
rienced "hen ,rc found ourselves once more at liberty, whIlst many a grateful 
heart poured forth its praises and thanksgivings to Almighty God for this unlooked.-
for deliverance. . 

The advance of winter had now closed all the harbours agaInst us; and, as it 
was impos<;ible to penetrate to the .westward through t~e pac,~ from w~ich ~e had 
just been liberated, I made the signal to the" Investigator of my mtentIon to 
return to England. 

Standino' to the S. E., we came in with the middle ice of Baffin's Bay, within a 
few mile.- ~f thc land, and were obliged, in order to make our retreat the more 
sure to run 3.1on" its western edO'e- to the N.E., until we reached the latitude· 
7-J.r: =s-., II here w~ rounded its nord1 end, on the 4th of October, in sight of the 
coast of Greenland. 

Favoured by unusually fine weather as we proceeded to the so?th~ard, we 
passed without any accident throu!!h the great cluster of b.erg~. whICh IS alw~ys 
found in lat. G!t N., and on the l:2th we re-crossed the ArctiC Cll'cle, after which 
tme we "aw no more ice. 

Stron!,! II ester! y winds carried us past the meridian of Cape Farewell on the 
I1':th, Ul~d at 1 a. m. of the 28th we struck souudings 011' Mould Head. At day-. 
light we found ourselves in the Fairway between North Ronaldsbayand Fail' 
Island, but southerly wind so impeded our further progress, that it was late on 
Saturday night before we could anchor ofr Scarborough. 

I arriveo at the Admiralty early on Monday, the 5th of 1'\ ovember. 
I cannot conclude this Report without expressing my deep obligations to 

Captain Bird, for his cordial co-operat.ion and zealous support throughollt this 
most arduolls service, and my admiration of the conduct of the officers and crews 
of both ships, wllose meritorious exertions fully entitle them to the most favour­
able consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the Arlmiralty. 

James C. Ross. 

-Ko.5.-

PROCEEDINGS of Her ::\fajesty's Ship " X orth Star." 
CA. to l~.) 

No.5 (A.) 

COpy of ORDEHS from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to l\1r. James' 
Saundcrs, Master, commanding Her Majesty's Ship "Korth Star," dated 
] -l ~Iay 184!). 

By tile Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 

H~ :'1 xc selected the " North Star ': for the purpose of conveying a supply ?f 
prOVISIOns and s~ores to the " EnterprIze" and ., Investigator," now employed III 

search of the shIps under the orders of Captain Sir John Franklin, and having 
equipped and storell her accordingly, we have thought fit to appoint you to her 
command ; a~d as soon as she shall be in every respect ready for sea, and her crew 
hav: ?een paId ad~ance, you. ~l'e to proceed in her to the Nore, where you will 
be JOllled by the Stromboli steam-vessel, the commander of which will be 
directed to tow the c, ~ orth Star" as far to sea as her coals will last· or as 
a~cording' .to your judgment, with reference to wind and weather, 11er as~ist~nce 
Will. expedite yom: voyage ~o Baffin's Bay. And, with the object in view, you are 
at liberty, on leavmg' the 1\ ore, to pursue your voyage down the English Channel, 
or to go north about by the Orkneys, according as the wind mav appear to hang 
to the eastward or westward. -

In case of your adopting the former of these routes from the N ore, you are to 
make the be~t of your way to Cork, 1\ here the commander of the " Stromboli" 
will use all .despat~h in completing his fuel; so that, when that object is effected, 
!c0u may !~,?edlately put to ~ca,. and prosecute your voyage. While. the 

Stromboli I" thus employed, you wIn endeavour to obtain whatever observations 
the w~ather may permit for rating your chronometers. But in the event of your 
adoptl!1~ the Orkney route, you will touch at Aberdeen, and pursue the like' 
observations there. 

The 
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The papers marked A, B, C, D and E,* which accompany these orders, will 
inform you not only of all the circumstances which have led to the employment 
of the " North Star" on this service, but also, that the main object of your voyage 
is lirst, by replenishing the stock of provisions in the ships of Sir James Hoss, to 
p;event tb: retu~n of. the. " Investiga~or" to Eng'land this s.um~~r; in order th~lt 
Captain BIrd wIth hIs shIp may contlllue to co-operate wIth SIr James Ross In 

prosecuting' his searc~l dur!,ng the summer of 1850; and secondly, in case of not 
meeting the "InvestIgator or her boats, that you shall land the necessary sup­
plies at the following 'places; ~·iz.-Possessio.n Bay, Cape Hay, Cape Cr~wford, 
and Cape'\: ork, or '" haler Pomt, endeavounng to reach the latter place III pre­
ference, and leaving sllch notices or indications of the places where you may have 
landed these supplies as will enable Captain Bird to find them, if it should happen 
by anv unforeseen occurrence that you should not fall in with the" Investigator" 
or he;' boats. In this case the provisions must be buried in such manner as to 
prevent their being got at either ~Jy the natives, or the wild animals which frequent 
these parts. 

Should you not be able to reach any of those spots (a contingency not likely to 
occur), you are to llse your utmost endeavours to land them either at Pond's Bay 
or Agnes Monument, which are the remaining places mentioncd in Sir James 
Ross's orders to Captain Bird, taking care to secure your return back to the east­
ward, and to clear the ice of Davis's Straits before the winter shall commence, as 
we uesire that you will carefully avoid risking all hazard of the "~orth Star" 
being detained a winter in that region. 

Am'mg the papers whir:h accompany these orders, there is a copy of the Instruc­
tions delivered to Sir James Ross on his ieaving England last spring (marked B), 
and also a copy of the Instructions given by Sir James Ross to Captain Bird, 
(marked C, page -l); and improbable as it is that you may be able to do more 
than carry out our instructions as herein conveyed to you, yet it is not 0ur purpose 
to limit your proceedings so stringently as to prohibit you from rendering any 
assistance in your power to the" 1 nvestigator," in prosecuting the search in which 
she is engaged, But you arp most distinctly to understand, that this permission 
is given only in case of your joining her sufficiently early for thet purpose, and of 
your paying implicit obedience to our order that you return to England, so as to 
run no risk of being shut up in the ice. 

\\"c cannot be aware of what communications may have passed between Sir 
James Ross and Captain Bird, nor of the information respecting t.he intention of 
the former, of which Captain Bird must by this time be in possession; but we 
can scarcely doubt that measures have either been taken, or are provided for, by 
Sir James Hoss, for as close an examination of T\\" ellington Channel as possible, 
with a view to ascertain whether any marks of Sil' John Franklin's having pro­
ceeded in that direction are left on its shores, a5 also of any indications of his 
having touched at any part of the Prince Regent's Inlet, or of the northern shore of 
Lancaster Sound; and if any fortuitous circumstance should place you, when in 
company with the ., Investigator," so as to enable you to make a similar search 
at any part of those shores, \\'her~ traces of Sir John Franklin's ships may probably 
be foun?, you \\ ill use your own judgment as to undertaking this search, consist­
ently \\'Ith your getting clear of Baffin's Bay before the winter sets in . 

. As the u~ual track to the northward, through Davis's Straits to Baffin's Bay r 
\nll possibly lead you near the Danish settlement of Disco, or of Opernavick, on 
the Greenland shore, it might be prudent, if a convenient opportunity should 
Offer, of inquiring at one of those places for intelligence, and should you obtain 
aJ:y information concerning the two absent Expeditions, that, in your opinion~ 
~ould justify a departure from any part of these instructions, we leave Y{JU at 
lIberty to art accordingly. 
. We conclude, that Captain Biru will be so far informed of Sir James Ross's 
mstructions, as to know whether he contemplated making search in the direction 
o~ Jones's or Smith's Sounds, and therefore do not dwell on the obvious necessity 
01 seilrch in that direction (if all others fail) being signified to Captain Bird when 
you fall in with him. 

When approaching Lancaster Sound, you are to cause a diligcnt look-out to be 
kept 

• The several Papers which have Leen presented to Parliament on the subject of the relief of Sir 
John Franklin's Expedition. 
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kept for the boats of the" Investigator," Captain B~rd .having been directed tt) 
send his launch thither this summel'; and if no boat IS discovered, the same vigi­
lance is to be used in lookin!! out for any signals or marks on the shores of 
Lancaster Sound and Barrow Straits that might be seen in passing, while you 
pursue yOUI' cOUl'se to the westward; and you are, in ca<;e of foggy weather, to 
hewe-to occasionallv, in yOUI' approach or in your passage up Lancaster Sound 
and Barrow Straits, "and fire guns as signals; and also, during the few hours of 
darkness in the latter part of the season, occasionally to burn blue lights and to 
throw up rockets, in order to prevent any ship 01' boats from passing you 
unobserved, 

In landing portions of the provisions at the several points before mentioned, JOIl 
will, as already intimated, give a decided preference to 'Vhalel' Point, near the 
entrance of Prince Regent's In!et, unless you should in the meantime meet with 
Captain Bird, whose directions you will then follow respecting' tlleir disposal. 
Should you not be so fortunate as to do so, an alternative which we can scarcely 
entertain, you will, after having landed the provisions at one or more of the above­
named places, run up to the head of Baffin's Bay, if the water is open (and in yom· 
opinion time will admit), and look into Smith's and Jones's Sounds, so as to ascer­
tain, if possible, ",hether Sir John Franklin's ships have entered either of those 
inlets, and then make the best of your way to Spithead, reporting your arrival to 
our Secretary. 

Though p~ecise surveys are not expected from you, yet we desire that you give 
an intelligible account of every port 01' road in which you may anchor, showing as 
many soundings as you can readily procure, describing the nature of the adjacent 
shore-selecting some cape of which the bearing is to be given by the standard 
compass (and also by azimuth from the sun), and placing all other points in the 
~ketch by horizontai angles from that cape. The latitude of some point in each 
of these sketches is to be determined, when practicable, by artificial horizon 011 

shol'e; and its long'itude by careful chronometric observations or equal altitudes. 
The daily comparison of your chronometers at one uniform haUl' throughout 

your voyage is to be strictly recorded, as well as the temperature at noon and at 
midnight. 

Having selected you for this special service, with an entire confidence in your 
judgment and discretion, as well as from a reliance on your skill and ability to 
carry out our intentions, we are not disposed to enter into a very minute detail 
in these instructions for your guidance; being satisfied, on the one hand, of your 
ability and resources to meet conting'encies for which no foresiO'ht or instructions 
could provide; and believing, on the other, that too scrupulo~s an adherence to 
minute directions might involve you in difficulties against which your own judg­
ment, skill and sagacity would have provided. 

In the papers accompanying the Instmctions you will find memoranda relative 
to former Arctic voyag:s, a?~ the views of those persons whose experience and 
knowledge render their OPIllIOIlS valuable, and whose O'cnerolls and anxious 
solicitude in the objects of your voyage have been there fully set forth. 

Provided as you are with every thing requisite for such an enterprise, we feel 
th.e utmost,relia?ce on. the zeal and energy of yourself and those who are embarked 
With .~011 III !hlS serVICe; a~cl we earnestly hope that, by the aid of a wise and 
merctiul PrOVidence, you WIll be enabled to render important assistance to the 
Expeditions which have preceded you; and that your endeavours as well as 
theirs, mav be crowned with success. ' 

Given under our hands this 14th May 18-19. 

(sio'ned) . ~ F. Baring. 
To ~Ir. James Saunders, 

Master commanding Her ::\Iajesty's 
Ship" North Star. " 

J. W. D. Dundas. 

By Command of their Lordships. 

(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 

No.5 (B.) 
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COpy of a LETTER from Commander Lord A. lV. Beauc!erl.:, of Her Majesty's Majesty's Ship 
Ship "Stromboli," to the Secretary of the Admiralty, reporting Arrival of " North Stlf." 
"Stromboli" and" North Star" at Stromness. 

Her Majesty's Steam Sloop" Stromboli," Stromness, 
Sir, 21 l\lay 18-49. 

I BEG to 'report for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that Her Majesty's ships" Stromboli" and" North Star," arrived off 
Aberdeen, at 3.30 a. m., on Sunday, 20th May; but as there was a heavy sea on 
the bar, the wind blowing' strong from the E.S.E., and the tides being neap, 
myself and Mr. Sallnd~rs though.t. it a~visable not t? risk the shi'ps' ~afety by 
enterino- the port, tIle tides only rIsmg' fourteen feet lllgh water, sprmg tides, and 
lIine fe~t neap tides, and there also being a scud of two or three feet on the bar, the 
wind being dead into the bay; under these circumstances, I bore up for StrolU­
ness, in the Orkneys, and anchored both ships in the harbour of Stromness, at 
10.40 last night. 

I found that on towing the" North Star," she steered nry wild, owing' to her 
bein!1 so deep in the water, and our speed was as follow:;, according to the 
cha~ges of wind and weather :.-'Vitil a fair wind and fresh breeze, the eng'ines at 
full speed and making sixteen revolutions, we towed her nine knots. "'ith the 
expansion gear in gear on the third step, with the engines making fourteen and a 
half revolutions, with a fair wind and moderate breeze, we towed her seyen knots. 
'With a fair wind and the expansion gear in g-ear on second step, and the 
engines making fifteen revolutions, the breeze fresh, and a moderate sea, \\'t' 

towed her eight knots. With the engines at full speed and making thirteen 
revolutions, towing head to wind, with a moderate breeze and sea, we made from 
:five and a half to six knots. With the engines at one third speed and making 
from lOt, to eleven revolutions, the throttle .. valve being nearly closed, and towing' 
head to wind with a strong double-reefed topsail breeze, and a heavy sea, both 
ships pitching heavily, we towed her from three and a half to four knots. 

I further beg to state, that I found a collier at Strcmness which had put into 
tIle port in a leaky state, having on board about 320 tons of South Hetton double­
screened coal, which is very good coal f(Jr stowing and keeping up steam, 2.nd it 
being at the price of 17 s. G d. per ton, I have made arrangements for the purchase 
of 130 tons, which is the quantity we require. J purpose starting from Stromness 
tl)-morrow afterlloon, after completing' coals and water. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A.lr BCGuclcrk, 
Commander. 

No.;) (C.) 

CoPY of a LETTER from Mr. Saunders to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Korth Star," Monday midnig'ht, 
Sir, 18 June 1849. Lat. 73° 30' N., long. 56° 53' W. 

I HAVE. the honour to report that I arrived this eve:1ing, at seven o'clock, off 
!Jpper~evlck, but found the land ice running so far off the land, that it was 
ImpossIble to get within lO miles of it, and as the wind was fail', with clear 
we~ther, we continued on our course. 

b 
W.e intended to caU at Disco, but the weather was so thick and the wind 

lowmg strong from the southward, it was not prudent to attempt it. 
At ~ 1. 30 p. m., two boats from the" Lady Jane," whaler, of Newcastle, calUe 

alongsIde (the other five boats belongina- to that ship having (Tone on board 
the " J "f B I:) 1:> . ~ne,. 0 onness, for passage to England). 

FlndJ~g- we are likely to remain out, the two boats' crews pr~fer proc~e?ing to 
the Danxsh settlement, about 15 miles to the southward, havmg provlSlons on 
boa~d, except rum, with which J have supplied them. 

SlOce lelrVing the" Stromboli" (up to which date you will have been t,tlade 
107. 1 2 acquamted 
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No. 5· h d II f:' . d . h I'ro~eed~ngs ~f Her acquainted by Lord Amelius Beauclerk), we have a genera y a aIr wm ,WIt 
MOJest), s ShIp thick foO"gy weather. 
" North Star." 'From I:> what I can learn of the two boats' crews on board, the ice appears more 

open than usual, and I have every hope of being able to reach Lancaster Sound 
without any great detention. . 

These men report that the "Superior," of Peterhead, IS lost, and the 
"l\I'CleIlau," of New London, America, is much damaged: crews saved. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. Saunders, 

Master and Commander. 

Crew all well on board. 

~o. 5 (D.) 

COpy of a LETTER from ~Ir. Saunders to Captain Bird, of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Investigator." 

Her Majesty's Ship" North Star," at Sea, 23 June 1849. 
Sir, Lat. 73° -17' N., long. 58° IO'W. 

I HA YE to acquaint you that it is 111)' intention to proceed to the different places 
mentioned by Sir James Ross for landing the provisions fOl' the Arctic Expedition 
(sent out by the Admiralty in this ship); bllt if we should not ue able to land 
them at either of those places, I shall proceed to Port Bowen, and there land 
them, if possible. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) J. Saunders, 

Master and Commander. 

No.5 (E.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Mr. Saunders to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" North Star," 19 July 1849. 
Sir, Lat. 7-1° 3' N., long. 59° 40' W. 

I ADDRESSED a letter to their LOl'dships on the 18th ultimo, when in latitude 
73· 30' N., and longitude 56" 53' W., detailing the particulars of my proceedings 
up .to that date, which letter was sent by a boat from the" Lady Jane," whal~r, 
whIch vessel was wrecked, and whose boats were proceeding to the Danish 
settlements. 

~ince then,. I reg:ret to state our progress has been almost entirely stopped, 
?wmg to the Ice beIng so placed across Melville Bay as to render it perfectly 
lmpassabl~. O? the 6th instant, finding it impossible to make any progress, 
I deemed It adVIsable to run as tiU' south as 72·, examining the pa.ck as we went 
along. 

At 72° ~2 " the pack appeared slacker, and we entered it· and after proceeding 
about ~2 miles, found ourselves completely stopped by I~rge floes of ice. We 
accordl.ugly p.ut back and steered again for the northward . 
. Havmg tIllS day reached the latitude of n" 3' N., and long. 59° 40'W., the 
Ice appeared more open, and we stood in toward the land when we observed two 
boats approaching! and which afterwards, on coming ~longside, we found to 
belong to. the " ~nnce of 'Vales," whaler, which vessel \\ as nipped by the ice on 
the 12th Instant.m Melville Bay. 

By the captam of the" Prince of Wales" I forward this letter to their Lord-' 
ships, he intending to proceed in his boats to the Danish settlement. 

I have, &c. 

Crew all well on board. 

(signed) J. Saunders, 
:\laster and Commander. 

No.5. (F.) 
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No. ;) (F.) 

COpy ofa LETTER from Mr. Gravill to Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Beau/ort, K.C.B. 

Sir, Hull, 27 November 1849. 
IN reply to your letter of the 23<1 instant, which I did not receive (owinrr to 

my absence from Hull) until last nigbt, I respectfully beg: to inf.:>rm you th:~t I 
saw no traces whatever of lIer Majesty's ship c. North Star" 2uring my yoyarre. 

I heard from Mr. Hill, of the" Lord Gambier" whaler, that he had see~ the 
"North Star" in July last; but there is no larer account, that I am aware of, than 
what was stated by Mr. Lee, of the late ship" Prince of Wales," when he arrived 
in Hull. 

In fact, I saw no ship during my passage up the Straits, as I was most anxious 
to make my way to Jones' Sound or Smith's Sound, which it had been tixed that 
I should reach if possible, and the only vessels I saw, or was in corflpany with 
during the voyage, were the" Lord Gambier" and the "Horn," whom I fell in 
with about the 7th September, near Cape Hooper. 

I took the pack on my outward passage, in lat. i2" 30', on the 31 st J ulv, and 
got througl, into the 'West water in lat. 740 20', on the ~lst August, after"hein,g 
in the ice 21 days; our longitude at that time would be about G9" West, or 
about 150 milfOs from the East land, but I did not pay particular attention to that 
point. 

My first endeavour, after getting through, was to push northward as fast as 
possible, which I was enabled to do, the wind being fail', and I proceeded as far 
as Cape Clarence, when the wind changed, find I bore up for Jones' Sound. There 
is a particular rock, not laid down in any chart that I have seen, ahout a mile to 
the eastward of Cape Hardwick, which appeared to be about 200 feet high, and 
shaped like a sugar-loaf; we saw this rock about ~u miles distant, and at first 
took it for a ship under sail. 

On nearing this rock we discovered our error, and hauling: round it at about 
half a mile distant, we entered the Sound, and giving instruction to keep the ship 
under proper canvas, I landed with a good telescope, and at an eminence of from 
300 to 400 fEet above the level of the water, I had the opportunity of surveying 
the Sound for a distance of 40 to 50 miles from it-; entrance. 

There was a quantity of floating ice and bergs in the Sound, hut there 
was also milch open water, so that if any ships had been there, sufficient 
opportunity was afforded, in my opinion, for them to make their way out ,vithout 
difficulty. 

Seeing no vestige of any ship, 01' anything to lead me to suppose that any ship 
had ever been in that neighbourhood, I re-embal'ked, and the wind then blowing 
'hard out of the Sound, we came south, and on the 2-llh, passing' Cape Leopold, 
where I had a boat also on shore, we proceeded across Lancaster Sound, making 
the land between Cape Hay and Cape Liverpool, where a few miles of loose ice 
lay along the south shore of the Sound. 

We then came to the eastward, until abreast of Cape Byam :\Jartin, when we 
bored through a small point of ice, and crossing Pond's Bay, which was free from 
land ice, we proceeded further to the south, and caught our whales near Cape 
Hooper, the first beitlg tahn on the 1 ith September, and the last being taken in 
'Brodie Bay on the 11th October. 

The weather then becoming boisterous, and a heavy continuous swell coming 
from tlle eastward, without ice to shelter either the whales or ourselves, we came 
still further south, and finally took our departure from Exeter Bay on the 16th 
~ctober. At that time there was no ice to impede our passage, and but few bel'gs 
111 that neigh bourhood. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John Gmvill 

P. S-T may state that the south point of Jones' Sound extends to the eastward 
10 or 12 miles further than the north point, and also that the course of the Sound 
itself trends more northerly than it is laid down in my charts . 

.And it has occurred to me since writing the foregoing, that on the 16th Aug~st. 
107. I 3 whIlst 
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1 . . 1 . k . d ,'fted 50 far to tbe northward aii to be in sight both of 
\\' 1118t III t 1e pac ," e 11 . T "'0 '1 s 
C. ;\Iehille and Cape York beanl1g E.N .E. about, ml e" 

eire J. 1 I' L' south ao-ail1 until the 21st Aug'ust, when we g'ot From t lence t le Ice 5el us "" 
clear as before stated. 1 r. I At' d' t d 

1'1' f tl e "ky to the northward on tIe. 1 ut 1 ugus, 111 lea e Ie ftppearance 0 1 " . . !' 'LI I h 
1 f 1 · . tl1at direction and It IS therelore POSSlu e t!at t e t Ie presence 0 muc 1 Ice In . ..' '0,1 h. h . 
. N I ' " :} t 1 been Impeded In her pa"saoe throu o 1 t e t roat of ,. ort 1 ~tar ml 0' 1 lave , "'., 
M I 'II B 't' "'tl t ' ute hacl been taken bv CaI)tam ~aunders; but of cou),se J: e VI e ay, 1 la 10. . ..' 

I can offer no positi\'e opllllOn on thiS subJect. 
(signed) John GI'a1.:ill. 

-Ko.6.-

VOY"\GE of the" Trl1elovc" and ,- Advice" 'Whale Ships, tllroug'h Lancaster 
SOli II d, in the Summcr of 184[). 

(A. to C.) 

1\0. G (A.) 

COpy of a LETTER fl'01l1 1\11'. Thomas rVUt'd, of Hull, to Captain Ilmniltoll. 

Sir, Hull, -1 October 1,';4:), 

I JUD the satisfaction of making a "hort communication this morning by tele­
graph, relative to ~i\" John Franklin's Expedition. I have now to forward, ,for 
thc inspection of their Lordships, the Admiralty chart of Baffin's Bay. &c., .wlllc~ 
Captain Parker, of the "TrueioYe," has p11t into my hands, together with hIS 
remarks, which will, pcrha!)s, eomey better informati?l1 than ~ny leng,lhen~d 
detail of mine; and a rough sketch made by an Esq uuuaux, gIven to Captam 
Ker, of the" Chieftain,'" who handed it O\'er to Parker. 

It apPCars that the" Chieftain" and other ships got to Pond's Bay a day or ~wo 
jJefure the" Truelove;" immediately they reached that place, some of the natives 
wcnt on board, and without questioning, the lIIan drew the sketch, and by signs and 
in words of his own language, understood by the masters of the whalers, stated that 
two of the ships had been frozen up fo), four years on the west side Gf Prince Regent's 
Inlet, and tllat the other tllO had been frozen up on the east side for one year-that 
the tl\O ships which had been there the longest had tried to geL beyond Cape Rennell, 
but not being aLle, had come into Prince Hegent's Inlet to winter, where the ice 
had.not broken up since-that he and his companions had been on board all the 
four ships in :\larch last, and they were then all safe. After receiving this account 
from the master of the "Chieftain," l\I r. Parker turned his attention to the 
t'ndeavour to reach Prince Hegent's Inlet, or at any rate to examine Lancaster 
Sound, f:n-: the purpose of giving such information as might be obtainable of the 
state of the country, &c., and of using his utmost efforts to carry out the instruc­
tions of their Lordships. He accordingly left his fishing ground off Scott's Bay, 
and proceeded north on the ~~d .J lIly, on the passage to Lancaster Sound, and 
having met 'with the" Advice" of Dundee, Captain Penny (with whom he was 
on friendly terms) agreed to accompany him. At that time 'both the ships were 
well fished, the " Truelove " having 1-15 tuns of oil on board, and the" Advice" 
14-0 tU[~S; but the masters judged (and rightly too) that although the risk was 
grcat With such valuable cargoes on board, they would be disgraced if the attempt 
were not m~ade to render all the assistance which they were capable of doing. 

On tl~e ;Jth Aug~st, they g~t as far as Croker"s Bay, where they were stopped 
by a soh~ bndX,ot Ice stretchmg across the Straits to Admiralty Inlet; and no 
water bemg Y1slble to the westward, they were compelled to return coming close 
in with the edge of the ice; and on the 8th of August 1\lr. Parker' landed a cask 
of pres.ervec! mea~s, and 30 bags .of coals (which h'ad been sent on board by Lady 
Frankh~) upon Ca~e Hay, d~posited the letters, cylinders, &c., according to the 
Instr~ctlOns of th~lr Lordships, a.ud h~ving erected a high pole to attract the 
attentIon of. the shIps 01" bouts whlCl~ might pass at a future time, they made the 
best of their II ay back to the fishmg ground, which the\' reached on the 17th 
August. . 

I trust 
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I trust their Lordships wi1l consider that this attempt to reach the Expeditions 
may be worthy of favourable consideration, and be dispo~ed to recommend some 
-compensation. for the risk ru~ and the ~oss .of time occasioned thereby; but th~s 
is a point which the present IS not a fittlllg tllne to urge, and I rr:erely allude to It 
lest it might ?e imagined that any future application \\'a<:. an aftertholl ght not 
worthy of notice. 

The innumerable interruptions arising from the anxious inquiries of the public 
generally, on the subject which so long has interested them, must be my apolugy 
for any errors or omissions which I may have made; and all that I would venture 
to add, is the expression of my earnelSt hopes that this information, howevcl" 
imperfect, may ultimately lead to the adoption uf such steps as may extricate those 
brave men from a state of danger and difliculty. 

If their Lordships wish for further information, or to submit specific questiuns, 
mv humble endeavours shall be used to obtain correct answers; and if they wonld 
p(efer that Mr. Parker should attend in Lonuon, he is ready 10 do so, on receiving' 
orders to that effect. 

I am, &c. 

:signed) Tho. Wm'd, 
Owner of the "Truelove:' 

No trace was seen of the " Investigator"s" launch; neither did there appear to 
be any reason to doubt the correctness of the statement made by the E~qllimaux, 
that the upper part of Lancaster Sound was a solid mas<; of ice. 

On the Sth August, which was a clear day, :\11.·. Parker landed on hi~h gTound 
at Cape Hay, with his telescope, to see if any thing could be discovered of the 
" N"orth Star;' but no ship of any description was vi~ible in Lancastel' Sound, 
except the" Advice." 

No. G (B.) 

Mr. Goodsz"I"s NARRATIVE of the Voyage of the" Advice" 'Vhale Ship, 
:\lr. Penny, Commander, through Lancaster Sound. 

My letters, which were forwarded by the" Truelove," were very Ii urriedly written, 
and I had neglected to mention in them many things, trifling indeed in them­
selves, but which, in the entire absence of any information of the Expeditions 
from other quarters, may be looked upon as interesting'. Not calculating upon 
their gaining the publicity they did, I had scarcely refened to the credit which 
Captain Penny, of the "Advice," deserves for his enterprise and exertions. 
He ran no slight risk in doing what he did; for his ship had already a valuable 
cargo on board, and her doublings and fortifications were almost under wate!'. 
But with a well-grounded confidence in his experience and knowledge of the 
navigation of these seas, he determined to run all risks, aud do his utmost to 
render assistance to the Expeditions, trusting that if he could procure whales in 
the Sound, it would justify the step to his owners. 

~ may here mention, that Mr. Penny has spent almost the whole of bis life 
amIdst the hardships of the Davis' Straits whale fishing; that his natural habits 
o~ observation are great, and his knowledge of the different phenomena connected 
With the motions of the immense fields of ice in Baffin's Bay profound. This is 
not only my own opinion, formed after eight months' constant intercourse, and after 
many conversations with him upon the interesting and yet little known subject of 
the Arctic ice, but it is the expressed opinion, also, of every OBe amongst the 
whalers to whom I have spoken upon the subject. His name as a navigator IS 

moreover already known, from his accurate exploration of the Gulf of Teundiak­
beek or lfogarth's Sound, generally called by the whalera Keiruiksoke, and the 
coast to the;: northwards . 
. It was on the 2d of August that Captain Penny determined to proceed imme­

dIately to Lancaster Sound, and, if possible, to Prince Regent's Inlet, havin~ 011 

tha~ day heard, through the American ship "lVl'Clellall," of New London, ot the 
entire loss of the" Lady Jane," of Newcastle, and the "Superior;' of Peterhead ; 

-and that nothing whatever had been seen or heard of the "North Star " by any 
o~ the ships. Sail was immediately made, and the ship run to the northward, 
WIth a sharp breeze from S. S. E. In the afternoon we were off Cape Walter 

~Gi. 14 Bathurst. 
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No. G. I d I 
yO\,,~c of the Bathurst. On this occasion, and in passit:g' ?vel: t Ie, sa~e groun a mont 1 

., T',"':I()\~" and previously, we saw a considerable number of mlddhn~-slzed Icebergs, all ?f the~ 
"A(l\'lce ~hrollgh of a vcry dark colonr and havinO" immense blocks of quartz embedded m theIr 
LancaSler Sound. ,'~ I' I b - f tl ,t ast ~ r It I h 

:,iU btancc. TI1ls seems to be pecu lar to t le erg" 0 Ie \\ es co , ' (~ a lOug . 
J saw on some of toose 0[1 the east side dirt bands and earthy stams, It was vcry 
hll' from beinO" so general a" it is here. Unluckily I had no opportunity of closely 
cXtlminin'" th~se icebergs. A strong and favourable breeze co~tinue~l throughout 
the nightto carry us rapidly into toe Sound, the weather belll~ stIll cle~r aud 
delio-htru!' A keen and anxious look-out was kept by everyone for the shghtest 
lrac~ which microt have been left by either of the Expeditions. 

\r e had run past the magnificent headland o~ Cape, Byam Mar~in, and Posses­
sion Bay was opening out to our yiew. It stdl cO!1tlllued beautifully clear, but 
every object within sight wa~, transformed by refl'a~tlOn-a phenomenon the ,effects 
of which so often attract the attention of the ArctiC voyager. I was standlllg on 
the forecastle, examining with a telescope every point of the shore w~th an anxious 
eye, when, with a thrill of joy, I recognized a flag-post and ensign. I ~azed 
earnestly at it; tbere could be no mistake, I could almo~t make out the wavIng of 
the flag', "'ithout saying a word, I put the glass iuto the hands of a ma~ who 
was standin o' near me, and told 'lim to look at the point a-head. He did so, 
and, with a ~tart, immediately pronounced that he saw a signal flying. Delighted 
and ovcl:joyeo, I snatched the glass from his hands, and again applied it to my 
eye, For an instant, I saw the wished-for signal, uut for an instant only; it 
faded and again ;Ippeared, but now distorted into a broken and disjointed column, 
now into an upturned and inverted pyramid, The tefraction had caused a piece 
of ice to assume these forms. I need not say I was dejected after this sudden 
disappointment; but I resumed my eye-search alung the shore, as did also not 
a few warm-hearted souls on board: the master scarcely ever leaving the 
crow's-nest. 

DlII ing the whole of Friday, the 3d, the fayourable breeze continued, carrying 
us rapidly on, \r e had as yet met with very little ice, and "'hat we had seen 
was very light; cverything looked well, and we had high bopes. In the forenoon, 
whilst off Cape Hay, an Admiralty cylinder was put olTerboard, enclosed in 
a cask, ::ccording to the Admiralty Instructions, marked with a pole and vane, 
and properly ballasted, "" e were now running past X avy Board Inlet, and had 
to stand more to the northward, so that we were rather further from the south 
sllOre, and the headlands on each side of the deep Bight of Croker Bay were seen 
looming in the distance of the opposite shore. 

From what I could make out at the distance, the country to the westward of 
:1\ avv Hoard Inlet appeared to me to be of a much leveller and fl:3,tter nature than 
anv I had yet seen, 

The im~1Cnse towering and snow-capped mountain ranges had disappeared, 
and a mOQl'like, champagne country taken their place. On some parts of the 
shore, however, were abruptly precipitous rocks of an extraordinary appearance, 
P?rfectly flat on the top, and havin~ a ~asaltic buttressed appearance in front, 
Without any apparent trace of stratification; for here, even at a 2:reat distance, 
the fact of a rock being stratified or not can be made out by the snow resting on 
the ~uccessive ledges. -

\y ~ continued running: with every ,sail set that would draw, during the whole 
of FI:lday the 3d. Late II~ the evenmg' it began to lower and overcast, when 
I retired to my berth, havmg been on deck, without intermission, since we had 
entered the Sou!1d, On g-oing on deck again at -! a.m. on Saturday the 4th, to 
my great chagrIn I found that it \\'as quite thick, and blowing very hard with 
a heavy sea, and all thA c;ppear~nce of an increasing gale. The topgallant sails 
ilad to be ~towed and the topsails reefed, By 6 a.m. the gale had so increased 
that the sh,lp ,had to be, hove-to ~nder close-reefed maintopsaii. A heavy cross sea 
was by ~hls ~Ime runmng, ~nd ,It was exceedingly thick and misty. At 10 a. m. 
we fcJlm With heavy washmg Ice; a press of sail had to be made on the ship, 
and she was, reached o,ver to the north side of the Sound, where she was again 
hove-to, untJ! 10 at m~ht, ~hen the ice was again found to be under our lee .. 
The sea was here, breakmg WIth th: greatest violence and magnificently upon the 
he~v~T t;J8sses o~ Ice and upon a solItary berg which was in sight. . 

SaIlllad a~In to be m~de, and the ship plied to windward. A very heavy 
cr?ss sea runUl~g, the waist-boats had to be taken in on deck. It moderated 
slightly on the forenoon of Sunday, the sea was fa!ling, and to my great joy the' 

weatht'r 
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weather began to clear. We found ourselves in the deep bight of the ice, which 
apparently stretched in a crescentic or concave direction, from Cape York on the 
south side, to about Burnett's Inlet on the north. The gale had completely 
broken up the ice, that is to say, it was in the state of pack ice. Captain Penny 
says, that he could make out from the mast-head Prince Leopold Islands, and, 
moreover, that he distinctly saw a water sky beyond the ice. I have the most 
perfect confidence in this opinion of Mr. Penny, for I know that he has an eye 
thoroughly educated to the use of the telescope, and is, as I have on many 
occasions had opportunities of remarking, an adept in the use of it. . 

We now commenced to ply our way out of the Sound again, deeply chagrined 
at having to renounce our search. For my own part, I was miserably distressed, 
for I had failed in achieving the principal if not the only object of my voyage. 
But Mr. Penny had scarcely another course open to him; he was not authorized 
by his owners to prusecute the searcn, or to go out of his way in obtainina' 
information regarding the Expeditions. As long as there was a chance of pr~ 
curing whales in Prince Regenl's Inlet, he might have persevered, although, as 
I have said berore, his ship was very deep in the water, and the risk would ha\e 
been great in pushing through the heavy pack ice which we had fallen in with. 
But when, at the conclusion of the gale, we found that the land-ice had ueen 
entirely broken up, which rendered it impossible to prosecute the fishing in this 
direction, and consequently his continuation of a search after the Expeditions 
incompatible with his duty to his owners, he was reluctantly compelled to retrace 
his steps. 

The next tLree days were melancholy enough, and the weather was dark and 
stormy. Our progress eastward was very s10\\'-a curious fact, as Mr. Penny 
informed me that, on previous occasions, the difficulty always had oeen to make 
their way up the Sound against the current, which sets to the east with great 
strength. 

About midday, on Thursday the 9th, it began to clear. We found ourselves 
about three miles off the west cheek of Navy Board Inlet. Throllghout the after­
noon and evening it gradually improved, until about midnight, when it was calm 
and brilliantly clear. An Admiralty cylinder was here got ready, and enclosed 
in a small cask, along with some of the latest newspapers which we had on board, 
and two boats were despatched on shore to bury it in the most conspicuous place 
possible. I went in one of the boats: we landed on a small island upon the west 
side of the inlet-une of the Wollaston Islands, I apprehend. \Vhilst pulling in 
and approaching the land, I strained my eyes in all directions in search of cairns 
and signals of any sort, but not the slightest vestiges of such were to be seen. 
As we rounded the west side of the island, to obtain a suitable lalldinu," place, 
I saw many blocks of ice aground on the rocks, and observed through the clear 
water that the rocks at the bottom were all scratched and polished by the friction 
of the ice. The only appearances of algfE were in the deep clefts of the rocks, and 
!hese were but scanty. We landed 011 the south-west side of the island, and found 
It to be entirely composed of limestone, and about a little more than a quarter of 
a mile square. Scattered about on the island were various large worn boulders 
of granite, some of them more than half way up tIle highest point, which I should 
say was about 50 or 60 feet above the level of the sea. There was scarcely 
a vestige of vegetation to be seen. " 

We disturbed on our landina' about Italf-a-dozen pairs of the eider duck 
(~omateria mollissima). Their eggs I found to be within a very few hours of matu­
rIty. There were besides numerous nests, the occupants of which had, I supp03e, 
alre~dy winged their way southwards. Two brent geese (aliso' bernicla) and 
~ slPgle pair of arctic terns (sterna (lTctica) were most vociferous and courageous 
III defence of their downy offspring whenever I approached. These were the 
o~ly birds I saw, with the exception of a solitary raven (corvus cOl'ax), not v~ry 
h'g.h overhead, whose sharp and yet musically bell-like cruak came startlIng 
upon the ear. 

On the east side of the island, in a snugly sheltered little cove, was the remain­
of an Esquimaux :mmmer hut, but evidentiy of some seasons back, surrounded uy 
the bones of the bear, fox and seal, and a few little bits of baleen. I observed 
also a portion of tIle ba~e of a human ~kull, but evidently long exposed to the 
effects of weather and atmosphere. In the meantime the men had dug a h?le 
on the top of tile i~land, and having inserted the cask, it was covered up, a catrn. 

'(Ii. K 01 
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of stones erected on the top, and a pole fixed therein, on which was put a black 

ba~ e then prepared to return to tile ".Advice," whic~l by this time had stood fur • 

th .' and llad the siO'nal of recall hOIsted. It was wIth slow and tardy steps that 
CI In, e . bl b I' h' I made my way towards the boats, scarcely bemg a e to € leve t at. It was 

necessary I should leave a spot which seemed ~o me so near our dear fnends-
t nl0reover rendered memorable as bemg almost the exact one from a spo, , . h d £ I' . 

which a despairiog party was, on a former occaSIOn, snatc e lrom a mgermg 

fat~ e had not been 1000' on board before thick weather came on. 'Ve lost sight 
of the land entirely, anl'did not see it again until the I-Hh, when we were far to 
the southward, in lat. 71 0 59/ . 

No.6 (C.) 

TRACK CIlART of :\Ir. Parker, in the" Truelove," forwarded for the Information 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 4 October J 849, 

- ~o. 7.--

REPORT of the Hydrographer of the Admiralty, with the OPINIONS of Captain 
Sir W. EdwllrdParr!/. Captain Sir James C. Russ, Captain Beeche!/, Captain 
Sir George Back, and Dr. Sir John Richardson, on the proposed EXPEDITION 
to Behring's Straits. 

(.0\. to F.) 

No. 7 (~-\..) 

REPORT of Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Beauforl, K.C'.B., Hydrographer of the 
Admiralty, on the proposed Expedition to Behring's Straits. 

Admiralty, 2-1 November 1849. 
THERE are four ways only in which it is likely that the" Erebus " and "Terror" 

would have been lost-by' fire, by sunken rocks, by storm, or by being crushed 
between two fields of ice. Both vessels would scarcely have taken fire together; 
if one of them had strnck on a rock, the other would have avoided the danger. 
Storms in those narrow seas, encumbered with icl', raise nu swell, and could pro­
duce no such disaster; and, therefore, by the fourth cause alone could the two 
vessels have been at once destroyed; and even in that case the crews would have 
escaped upon the ice (as happens every year to the whalers); they would have 
saved their loose boats, and reached some part of the American shores. As no 
traces of any sllch event have been found on any part of those shores, it may 
therefore be safely affirmed that one ship at least, and both the crews, are still in 
existence; and therefore the point where they now are is the O'reat matter for 
consideration. '" 

Their orders would have carried them towards Melville hland and then out 
!o the westw.ard, where it is therefore probable that they are enta:lgled amongst 
lslands and Ice. For should they have been arrested at some intermediate place, 
for instance, C;ape, '" alker, or at one of the northern chain of islands, they would 
undoubte~ly, I~ tile c?urse of the three following years, have contrived some 
method ot sendmg notICes of their position to the shores of North Somerset or to 
Barrow Straits. 

If they had .reached .much to the southward ot Banks's Land, they would surely 
have commulllcated WIth the tribes on Mackenzie River; and if, failing to get to 
the westward or southward, they had returned with the intention of penetrating 
thro~gh 'Vellington Channe.l, they would surely have detached parties o~ 
~he lc.e towards Barrow StraIts, in order to leave deposited statements of theIr 
mtentlOns. 

Th.e general conclusion, therefore, remains, that they are still locked up in the 
ArchIpelago to the westward I)f Melville Island Now it is well known that the 

slate 



ARCTIC EXPEDITION UNDER SIR JOHN FRAl.\'KLIN. is 

state of the weather alternates between the opposire sides of Northern America, 
being mild on the one when rigorous on the other; and acc')rdingly, during the 
two last years, which have been u~usuaJly severe in Baflin's Bay, the United States 
whalers were successfully traversmg the Polar Sea to the northward of Behring's 
Straits. The same severe weather may possibly prevail on the eastern side durin,o' 
the summer of 1850, ana if 50, it is obvious that an attempt should be now mad~ 
by the western opening, and not merely to receive the two ships, if they should 
be met coming out (as formerly), but to advance in the direction of Melville 
Island, resolutely entering the ice, and employing every pos,-;ible expedient by 
sledging parties, by reconnoitring balloons, and by blasting the ice to commu­
nicate with them. 

These vessels should be intrepidly commanded, effectively manned, and r:.upplied 
with the best means for travelling across the ice to the Engl ish or to the H ussian 
settlements, as it wilt be of the greatest importance to be informed of \\'hat progress 
the Expedition has made; and for this purpose likewise the" Plover·' (of \\ hom we 
have heard nothing since August 28) will be of material ",eryice, lying at some 
advanced point near Icy Cape, and ready to receive intelligence, and to convey it 
to Petropaulski or to Panama. 

These vessels should enter Behring's Straits before the 1st of August, and there­
fore every effort should be now made to despatch them from England before 
Christmas. They might water at the Falkland Islands, and again at the Sand­
wich Islands, where they would be ready to receive additional instructions 7'i(1 
Panama, by one of the Pacific steamers, and by which vessel they might Le 
pushed on some little distance to the northward. 

(~i~ned) F.B. 

No. i (B. 1.) 

MEMORAN DC.\! from Captain Sir rr. E. Pany. 

Haslar Hospital, ~~! NO\cmber U'-!!). 
Slit JOHN RICHARDSON recommends that a Paper be drawn up, and printed in 

the Russian language, under the authority of tlle Emperor of Russia, or ilis 
Minister in London, addressed to the Agents of the Russian Fur Company, Oil 

the north and north-west coast of America (especially their most westerly posts, 
near the coast of the Polar Sea), directing them to ofter rewards to the natives for 
affording relief to any white men cast on their coast, and especially for conducting· 
them to any of the Russian posts. 

The Admiralty of Great Britain to repay the Company for the reward" thn" 
given, and for any other expense illcurred in this service, in case of any of the 
missing English party being relieved by their effort;;. 

To be printed immediately, and sent out by the" Enterprize" and .< Investigatul" 
and ~lso in the spring to' the Hudson's Bay Company's posts nearest to the 
RUSSIans. 

(signed) 

No.7 (B. 2.) 

w. E. Pan,!}, 
Captain R. N. 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Sir It: Edward Parry to tile 

(Confidential. ) 
Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, Raslar Hospital, Gosport, 2 Dccember 1849· 
b obedience to their Lordships' commands, signified to me by your letter of 

. the 30th November, I beg leave to submit the following considerations as to the 
expediency of adopting further measures for the relief of the Expedilion under 
the command of Sir John Franklin . 

. With respect to the place in which these ships have been detained, we have, I 
tlunk, no data on which to found any very satisfactory conjecture beyond the fact 
that in the attempt to penetrate to the westward, toward,; Behring's Straits, they 
have, up to the time when information could reach England, been too far removed 
from the continent of America to render a communication practicable; because 
I believe that such a communication would otherwise have heen effected by 
Sir John Franklin after passing the second winter (1846-7) in the ice. 
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But it seems to me likely that the ships have been push5ng on, summer, after 
summer, in the direction of Behring's Straits, and are detamed somewhere In the 
space south-westward of Banks's Land. On the oth~r hand, .shOl~ld they, after 
the first or second summer, have been unsuccessful III that directIOn, they may 
have attempted to proceed to the north ward, either through Wellington Channel, 
or through some other of the openings among tl1f~ .same group of islands. I do 
not myself attach any superior importance to. WellIngton en.anne.l as regards the 
north-west passage, but I under~tand th~t :511' .J?hn Franklin .dld, and that h.e 
stronuly expressed to Lord HaddIngton IllS IntentIOn of attemptmg that route, If 
he ,~!J~uld fail in effecting the more dirr,ct passage to the westward. , 

The ships having been fully victualled for three years, the resources rna)" by 
due precautions, have been extended to four year.;;. for tl~e \\'ho~e crews ;. but It h~s 
occllrred to me, since I had the honour of conferrIng With their Lordships, that, If 
their numbers have been gradually diminished to any considerable extent by 
death (a cOlltingency \yhich is but too probable, consi~ering their unparalleled 
detention in the ice), the resources would be proportIOnably extended for the 
-;urvivors, whom it might, therefore, be found expedient to transfer to one of the 
ships, with all the remaining stores, and with that one ship to continue the endea­
vour to push westward, 01' to return to the eastward, as circumstances might 
render expedient; in that case, the necessity for quitting both the ships in the 
past summer might not improbably have been obviated. 

Uncler these circUlmtances, which, it must be admitted, amouut to no more 
than mere conjecture, it seems to me expedient still to prosecute the search in 
both directions; namely, by way of Behring's Straits (to which I look with the 
strongest hope), and also by that of Barrow's Straits. In the latter direction, it 
ought, I think, to be borne in mind, that the more than usual difficulties with 
which Sir .James Ross had to contend have, in reality, left us with very little 
more information than before he left England, and I cannot contemplate, without 
serious apprehension, leaving that opening without still further search in the 
ensuing spring, in case of the missing crews having fallen back to the eastern coast 
of North Somerset, where tbey would natural! y look for supplies to be deposited 
for thelll, in addition to the chance of finding some of those left by the" Fury." 
FOl' the purpose of further pursuing the search by way of Barrow's Straits, perhaps 
two small vessels of 150 or 200 tons might suffice, but they must be square rig'ged 
for the na\'igation among the ice. Of course the object of such vessels would be 
nearly tl~a.t which Sir .James Ross's endeavours have failed to accomplish; and 
the prOVISIOns, &c., left by that officer at Whaler Point, as well as any which may 
he depusited in that neighbourhood by the" North Star," would greatly add to 
the resources, facilitate the operations, and lessen the risk of any attempt made in 
that direction. 

If, however, th:re be time to get ships to Behring's Straits by the first week in 
August 1850, whIch would perhaps require the aid of steam vessels to accomplish 
\yith ~.ny degree ?f certai.nty, I recommend that the" Enterprise" and " Inve5ti. 
:,;av,r be fu~thwlth equipped and despatched the:'e, with instructions to push 
through the I~e to ~he E. N. E. as far as possible in the ensuing sei\son, with the 
hope of meetmg with at least one o~ the ships, or any of the parties which may 
ha:'c been det~ched from them. ThiS attempt has never yet been made by any 
ships, and I clll1g very strougly to the belief that such an effort llliO'ht be attended 
with success in rescu.ing at .least a portion of our people. 0 

, .\'1y reason f~r urgmg thiS upon their Lordships is, that the admirable instruc­
tIOns under whICh the " Plov~r," assisted by the " Herald," is acting, embraces 
on!y the search of the Coast .Lme eastward from Icy Cape; since the boats and 
baldars cann,ot effect allylhmg except by creeping along, as opportunities offer, 
~etween the Ice ~nd the l~nd, so that this plan of operations meets only the con­
tmgency of partIe~ r~achlll:.!, or nearly reaching, the land; whereas the chance 
of rescue would, as It appears to me, be immensely increased by ships pushing 
on, clear of the coast, towards B'lllks's Land and Melville Island as far at lea~t 
as might be practicable in the best five or "ix weeks of the seaso~ of 1850. 

r beg also to dra~ .their Lordships' attention to the memorandum which I had 
the honour of submlttmg to them, containinO' a suU'O'estion of Sir John Richard50n a: to t~: ex.p~~ien~y of printin~, u~der t.he'" sancti~n of the Emperor 'of Rus~ia, 
UI of ~b ~rIn\;,ter In Lcmdon, directIOns, III the Russian language, to the Agents 
of their Fur Company at the various posts on the north and north-west ClJast of 
AmerIca, to offer rewards to the natives for assistance rendered to any white men 

cast 
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. h h d" b . I· B I·' NO·7· cast upon theIr sores; t ese uecbons to e sent out In our own s lipS to e Hlng s Repor~ on the 
Straits, and likewise through the Russian agents, who annually go to America p.roposed Ex:pe~i. 
from Petropoulocoski. Similar rewards may be offered through the medium of ~on .to Behring i 

'B C . I' . d b I· d .:>tnuts. the Hudson s ay ompany In t le terrItory OCCUpIe y t leIr servants, an espe- __ _ 
cially that to the westward of the Mackenzie River, which di~trict Dr. Rae is 
about to superintend, after completing the service entrusted to him for the past 
summer by Sir John Richardson. 

In offering the foregoing opinion, I beg to assure their Lordships that I have 
done so under a deep sense of their anxious and even painful responsibility, both 
as.regards the risk of life, as well as the inferior consideration of expense involved 
in further attempts to rescue our gallant countrymcn, or at least the surviving 
portion of them, fr?m their per.ilo.us position. . . 

But it is my dehberate convIctIOn that the time has not yet arrived when the 
attempt ought to be given up as hopeless; that the preparations made for further 
efforts in the course of the next few weeks may determine their fate; and that, 
whether it please God to give success to these efforts or not, their Lordships, and 
the country at large, will hereafter ue better satisfied to have followed up the 
noble attempts already made, so long as the most distant hope remains of ultimate 
success. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) TV. E. Parry, Captain R. N. 

)J o. 7 (B. 3.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Sir W. E. Parry to Captain Hamilton. 

Sir, Baslar Hospital, 11 February 1850. 
I BEG leave to transmit to you herewith a model of a sledge, which I found to 

be invaluable for the conveyance of provisions over the ice, in my attempt to reach 
the North Pole in the year 1827, and which may therefore prove equally useful to 
Captain Austin, for detached travelling parties, in the proposed Expedition in 
search of Sir John Franklin's ships. 

The sledge is constructed from four Lapland snow-shoes, put together so as to 
be flexible and light; any stiff and heavy sledge made of one piece, however strong, 
being very soon broken to pieces. The length of the sledge was about 6 Ol" 7 feet, 
and its breadth in exact proportion to the model now sent. .A shorter sledge does 
not answer so well, being more easily diverted from the direct course, and there­
fore occasioning additional labour in drawing. Ash or hickory would ue the best 
material. 

Both the sledge and the mode of stowing the bags of pemmican and biscuit 
powder are so contrived as to be placed convenicntly in a boat's bottom without 
any unpacking, and handed out when the boat has to be lightened, for hauling 
over ice or land; and on tolerably smooth snow, each of these sledges, with the 
,,'eights marked on the bags (in all about 360Ibs., besides the sledge itself), may 
be drawn by a couple of men. 

The cloth is " Mackintosh," the seams of the bags having been very carefully 
sewn together, and" paid ., with the solution of caoutchouc sold for that purpose; 
and, with these preeautions, ,,·e never lost a pound of pemmican or biscuit powder, 
though the sledges were dragged, day after day, through soft snow, or more fre­
quently through four or five inches of slIow-water. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) TV. E. Pa r,.y , Captain R. N. 

No.7 (C.) 

CoPY of a LETTER from Captain Sir James C. Ross to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty. 

Sir, 12, Pall Mall, 30 November 1849. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day's 

date, containing the copy of a report of the Hydrographer of the Admiralty, 
suggesting another Expedition in search of Sir John Franklin, and conveying to 
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me the desire of tlte Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that I ~hould state 

my opinion thereon. . ' . . 
I haveto acquaint you, for the mformatIOn of their Lordships, that upon all the 

main points of that report I entirel~' conc~~. ,. " " " 
1st. '" itl! respect to the probable positIOn of tbe Erebus and Terror, 

I consider that it is hardly possible they can be an'ywher~ to the eastward of 
l\lelville Island, or within 300 miles of Leopold Island, for If that were the case, 
they would assuredly, during- the last spring, llave ma~e thei~ wa.y to that point, 
with the hope of receiving assistance fr~~ the whal?-sl~Ips whICh for s.e\·eral yea~s 
previous to the departure of that ~xIJedltl?n f~'Olll Lng-land ~lad been III the habit 
of visiting Prince Regent's Inlet m pursUIt of whales, and III that case they must 
have been met with, or marks of their encampments have been found by some of 
the numerous parties detached from the "Enterprize" and " Investigator" along 
the shores of that vicinity during the only period of the season in wbich travelling 
is practicable in those regions. .. . 

It is probable, therefore, that durmg theIr first summer, wluch was remarkably 
favourable for the navigation of t.hose seas, they have been enabled (in obedience 
to their orders) to push the ships to westward of Banks' Land, and have there 
become invoI\'ed in the heavy pack of ice which \\'as obsen'ed from Melville 
Island al ways to be setting past its westernmost point in as . .E. direction, and from 
which pack they may not have been able to extricate their ships. 

From such a position retreat to the eastward would be next to impossible, 
whilst tbe journey to the l\lackenzie River, of comparatively easy accomplishment, 
together with Sir John Franklin's knowledge of the resources in the way and of 
its practicability, would strengthen the belief that this measure will have been 
adopted by them during tbe last spring'. 

If this be assumed as the prebent position of the" Erebus " and " Terror," it 
would manifestly be far more easy and safe to afford them relief by means of an 
Expedition entering Behring's Straits, than from any other direction, as it would 
not be necessary for the ships to depart so far from the coast of North America 
a~ to preclude their keeping up a regular communication with the Russian 
settlelllents on the River Col\'ille, or those of the Hudson's Bay Company near the 
mouth of the l'dackenzie, whilst the whole space between any position in which 
the ships might '" inter and Banks' Land could be thoroughly examined by 
travelling parties early in the spring, or by boats or steam launches at a more 
advanced period of the following season. 

2~ly: I agree with the Hydrographer in comidering that two strong ships. 
ar.e mdlspellsable to e.nable the commander of such an Expedition to push forward 
With confidence, or WIth any reasonable hope of success; and no more suitable 
vess~ls than the " Enterprize ,. and " Investigator" could be selected for that 
sernce. 

And 3dly. In the suggestion that. the ships sho.uld sail from England by the 
1st of January next, at latest, and In order t.o their being got ready in time, it 
woul~ be necessary that they should be taken mto dock without delay, thoroughly 
cxarrllned, caulked and co~pe.red, and that an effective crew might be got togethe5 
to ov~rh~ul and refit the nggll1g and stores: they should be immediately put into 
comml~SlOn. 

And finally, tllat the vessels sllOuld enter Behrino.'s Straits bv the 1st of AuO'ust· 
that th~y should touch at the Fal.kland. Islands for ~ater, and thence proceed ~ th; 
SandWich hlands, there to walt their Lordships' final instructions, by way o£ 
Panama. 

I b~g lea.ve in conclusion. to reI?ark, tha~ having, in conjunction with Admiral 
Be~ufort, gIven much consideratIOn to thiS anxious question, it cannot but be 
satisfactory t~ mys~lf to find that we have arrived at the same judgment on the 
seyeral essentIal pomts above enumerated. 

I haye, &c. 

(signed) Jas. C. Ross, 
Captain R. N. 

No.7 (D.,. 
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No.7 (D.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Beecltey to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, Cheltenham, 1 December 18-19. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yoUI' letter of yesterday's 

date, enclo3ing a report of the Hydrographer 10 the Admiralty, and suggesting 
another Polar Relief Expedition in search of the ships under the orders of 
SirJohn Franklin, and desiring my opinion thereupon. 

I quite agree with Sir Francis Beaufort in what he has stated with regard to 
any casualties which Sir J. Franklin's ships may have sustained, and entil'ely agree 
with him and Sil' Edward Parry, that the Expedition is probably hampered 
amongst the ice somewhere to the south-westward of Melville Island; uut there 
is yet a possibility which does not appeal' to have been contemplated, which is, 
that of the scurvy having spread among the crew, and incapacitated a large pro­
portion of them from making any exertion towards their release, or that the whole, 
in a debilitated state, may yet be clinging' by their vessels, existing sparingly 
upon the provision which a large mortality may have spun out, in the hope of 
relief. 

In the first case, that of the ships being hampered and the crews in good health, 
1 think it certain that as the resources of the ships would be expended in May 
last, Sir John Franklin and his crew have abandoned the ships, and pushed 
forward for the nearest point where they mig'ht reasonably expect assistance, and 
which they could reasolJably reach. 

There are consequently three points to which it would be propel' to direct 
attention, and a~ the case is urgent, every possible method of relief should be 
energetically pushed forward at as early a period as possible, and directed to 
those points, which J need scarcely say are Barrow Straits, Behring's Straits and 
the northern coast of America. 

Barrol\' Straits should be visited in the ensuing summer, as early as possible, by 
the two ships which have lately returned, as they are ready prepared, otherwise 
smaller vessels would have answered, and they should carry out the instructions 
of la!'t year, excepting so far as any part 0f them may have been superseded by 
the Expedition of Sir James Ross, alld that of their return at the end of the 
season being imperative. 

As regards BehrinO"s Straits, the very full and able instructions sent to 
Captain Kellett and C~m\11ander Moore would not leave anything t~ be desired 
there, could we but communicate to the " Plover" the state of afiairs. and the 
llfgent necessity of carrying out their instructions to the uttermost, and at the 
same time be certain that Commander Moore has been able to provide boats 
necessary for the extended Coast Expedition which has now become imperative. 
In the present emergency, therefore, I cons ide!' it would be proper to send a 
vessel to apprise Commander Moore of the state of the case, and to carry up to 
h!m additional means of pushing forward parties beyond Point Barrow, to furnish 
hlln with increased means of purchasing \\hat he may require of the natives, and 
of iewarding them for any assistance tlleY may render, which, with respect to 
procuring information, may be very great. 

As it would be late before any vessel fitted in this country could reach Behring's 
Straits, I suggest that one of the South American squadron be detached for this 
purpose, and I see no objection, as regal'ds the navigation of Behring's Straits as far 
·as Kotzebue Sound, to a steamer being employed. This vessel should cany out 
a volunteer commander and crew, with every other requisite for an intrepid 
un?ertaking, and should be provided with a decked barge to accompany the 
baldars, some of which of a large size and stronger build than those of the 
Esquimaux may possibly be procured at Sitka or Oonalaska 01' Michaelowski, 
where the ship in her advance northward would touch. 

C.ommander Moore durin~ the last summer will no doubt have sent out a party 
40 Visit the coast eastward of Point Barrow, and another Expedition will now start 
under the great advantage of their experience, so that we may hope the conteI?­
plated party will be able to reach a considerable distance along the coast. 1 Will 

not go into detail as to how far these boats should prosecute the search, or whether 
it might or might not be prudent for one party at an advanced posi!ion to branch 
.off towards Melville Island whilst a second kept along the contlllent, as that 
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ivolves considerations which alone could be judged of on the spot, and which 
the experience of Sir John Richardson and Sir Ge?rge Back, ~nd other travellers 
in the polar regions, would_ h~ necessary. t? dec.lde; of whIch one would be, 
whether parties unacquainted wIth the.locahtles mIght safely hav~ recourse to the 
Mackenzie River in the event of not belllg able to return round Pomt Barrow; but 
if no tidino's should be had of the crews of the missing ships, an effort should 
be made t; reach the spot where the ships are thought likely to be, to meet the 
case of a disabled crew alluded to in the early part of my letter. 

Of the measures which can be resorted to on the northern coast of America, the 
officers who have had experience there, and the Hudson's Bay Company, will be 
able to judge; but I am of opinion that nothing should be neglected in that 
quarter; for it seems to me almost certain that Sir John Franklin and his crew, if 
able to travel, lJave abandoned their ships and made for the continent, and if they 
have not succeeded in gaining the Hudson's Bay outposts, they have been overtaken 
by winter before they could accomplish their purpose. 

Lastly, as to the opinion which naturally forces itself upon us as to the utility 
of lhe sending relief to persons whose means of subsistence wiiI have failed them 
more than a year by the time the relief could reach them, I would observe, that 
a prudent reduction of the allowance may have been timely made to meet an 
emergency, or great mortality may have enabled the survivors to subsist up to the 
time required, or it may be that the crews have just missed reaching the points 
visited by our parties last year before they quitted them, and in the one case may 
now be subsisting on the supplies at Leopold Island, 01' be housed in eastward of 
foint Barrow, sustained by depots which have been fallen in with, or by the 
native supplies; so that, under all the circumstal1..:es, I do not consider their condition 
so utterly hopeless that we should give up the expectation of yet being able to 
render them a timely assistance. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) F. W. Beechcy, Captain, 

No, 7 (E.) 

CoPY of a LETTER from Captain Sir GeoTge Back to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty. 

6, Nelson-crescent, Ramsgate, 
Sir, I December 1849. 

IN answer to ~he letter I have had the hon~ur to receive, requesting my opinion 
o~ the report of ,the Hydrographer, suggestmg another Expedition in search of 
SIr John Franklm, I beg ~o sta~e th~t a further search certainly ought to be 
~ade, and p~rfectly aweelllg wIth ~Ir F. Beaufort in his general conclusion, 

that the sillps a~e stJlI l~cked up III the Archipelago to the westward," or I 
should rather say, III the neighbourhood "of Melville Island" it becomes of the 
first importance to get at that locality with the least risk t~ the lives of those 
and the vessels to be employed. 

,You will be please~, Sir, to impress on my Lords Commissioners, that I whollr 
reject all and every Idea of any attempts on the part of Sir John Franklin to 
send boats or d~tac~ments over the ice to any point of the main land eastward 
of the MackenZie Hlver, because I can say from experience, that no toil-worn and 
exhau~ted party cou.ld have the le~st chance of existence by going there. 

J ~tll I~Ot enter ~nto the questIOn of the " weather alternatincr between the 
opposite ~Ides of l\ orth America," for the obvious reason that i~ is extremeh' 
doubtful If two ~uc~ hea~y ships as the" Enterprizp. " and" Investigator'·' 
could ~each Behnng s Straits by the" 1st of August," or in time to be of use, 
othe~~YIse th.an ,hy (ac~ordi~g to the Hydrographer's expression) "resolutely 
entellng the Ice III the dlfectlOn of Melville Island" 

Had I been ign~rant of the instructions issued to Captain Kellett and Com-
mander Moore I might have acrreed' th It' b h· . 

, '" III e as suggestIOn; ut t ose IllstructlODS 
see~ to ~e '0 fully to embrace all that can be said and to provide for all 
contlDO'enCIes that the sendl'ng t th h' , l' . h "" ou 0 er SIp;; III t lat quarter except III t e 
sense of the above quotation, I hold to be superfluous. ' 

On ,the otLer. hand, from my knowledge of Sir John Franklin (having been 
three times on discovery together), I much doubt if he would quit his ship aL 

all, 
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NO·7· 
all except in a boat; for any attempt to cross the ice a 10nO' distance on foot Report on the 
w~uld be tempting death; and it is too laborious a task to sl~dae far over such propos(·d Expedi-

f h· " II rJ'h to • tlOn to Behrin ,,'s an uneven sur ace as t ose legIOns. ge nera. y present. , at great mortality Straits. 0 

must have occurred, and that one slup, as SIl' F. Beaufort hmts at may be lost 
are greatly to be feared; ,and, as on all former Expeditions, if the' sUl'~iyors ar; 
paralysed by the ?epressmg' a~tacks 0 f scurry. it "would then bc impossible for 
them, however des~rous they mIght be, to Ifave the ship, "hich must thus become 
their last most anXIOIlS abode. 

If, however, open water should have allowed Sir John Franklin to have resorted 
to his boats, then I am persuaded he ",;oulcl make 1'01' ci ther the Mackenzie 
River, or, which is far more likely, from the almo~t certainty he mllst have felt 
of finding provision, Cape Clarence and Fury Point. • 

I am aware that the whole chances of life in this painful case depend on 
food; but when Ireflect on Sir John Franklin's former extraordinary prf'servation 
under miseries and trials of the IT. ost se vere de~cription, living often on scraps of 
old leather and other refuse, I cannot despair of his finding the means to prolong 
existence till aid be happily sent him. 

Finally, believing with Sir F. Beaufort, that the coast about" Melville Island," 
including the south-west direction from Cape \Yalker and ""ellington Channel, 
as well as the two points already mentioned, to be the most probable places of 
finding, or at least ascertaining beyond conjecture the fate of the Expedition, 
I would propose to my Lords Commissioners the expediency of again despatching 
the" Enterprize" and "Investigator" about March next in that dire(;tion, as 
being, in my opinion, the bfst means of satisfying' the public voice of humanity, 
and rescuing our long absent countrymen from their perilous "ituation. 

I haye, &c. 

(signed) George Bach, Captain. 

No.7 (F.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Dr. Sir John Richardsoll to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty. 

Hoyal Naval Hospital at Haslar, 
Sir, 1 DecellJber 1849. 

IN compliance with the commands of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that I sholJld give my opinion on an Expedition in search of Sir John Franklin, 
suggested by the Hydrographer of the Admiralty, I beg leave to inform you, that 
it seems to me to be very desirable that the western shores of the Archipelago of 
Parry's Islands should be searched in a high latitude in the manner proposed by 
the hydrographer. 

If the proposed Expedition succeeds in establishing: its winter quarters among 
these islands, parties detached over t.he ice may travel to the eastward and south­
eastward, so as to cross the line of search which it is hoped Mr. Rae has been able 
to pursue in the present summer, and thus to determine whether any traces of the 
missing ships exist in localities the most remote from Behring's Straits nnd Lan­
caster Sound, and from whence shipwrecked crews would find the greatest diffi­
culty in travelling to any place where they could hope to find relief. 

The climate of Arctic America improves in a sensiLle manner with an increase 
of western longitude. On the Mackenzie, on the 135th meridian, the summer is 
~armer than in any district of the continent in the same parallel, and it is still 
finer, and the vegetation more luxuriant on the banks of the Yucon, on the 150th 
mer!dian. This superiority of climate leads me to infer, that ships well for~ifi~d 
agamst drift-ice, will find the navigation of the Arctic Seas more practicable m Its 
western portion than it has been 'found to the eastward. This inference is sup­
ported by my own personal experience, as far as it goes. I met with. ll? ice in 
the month of August, on my late voyage, till I attained the 123d mendlall, and 
'Yh~ch I was l~d, from that circumstance, to suppose coincided with the western 
limits of Parry s Archipelago. 

The greater facility of navigating from the west has been powerfully advocated 
by others on former occasions; and the chief, perhaps the only reason why the 

107. L attempt 
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attempt to penetrate the Polar Sea from that qu~rter has not been re~u~ed sin~e 
the time of Cook, is, that the length of the prevIOus voyage to ~~~rmgs Str~lt8 
would considerably diminish the store of provisions; bu~ the. fa~lhhes of obtam­
ing supplies in the Pacific are now so augmented, that thlS ObjectIOn has no longer 
the same force. 

A full store of provisions is very essential to the safety and success of an Expe-
dition intendiIiO' to winter in the Polar Seas. 

In very low femperatures, more food is required to sustain the temperature of 
the human body, and to supply the waste occasioned by the active respiration of 
a condensed atmosphere. The preservation of the health of the crews, therefore, 
requires a considerable increase of the usual allowance of animal food to be made 
during the winter. . .. . . . 

To provide for opportumtles of mtercourse WIth the Esq urmaux whIch may 
occur in or near Behring's Straits, it seems to be advisable that such an Expedition 
should be provided with an interpreter; and as it is not probable that a native 
Esquimaux could be obtained in proper time, I beg leave to suggest the possi­
bility of engaging one of the Moravian brethren to fi~l that office: many of the 
missionaries of that Society, who have been employed III Greenland or Labrador, 
speak the Esquimaux language fluently; and should it happen that one so quali­
fied is now available, the humane object of the Expedition might induce the Society 
to allot him for this service. 

A proper supply of copper kettles, saws, hatchets, knives, files, tobacco and 
beads, would enable the commander of the Expedition to purchase dogs from the 
Esquimaux, which would be serviceable to travelling parties; and liberal promises 
of these articles might, through the persuasions of an interprEter, induce a few 
active unmarried Esquimaux to accompany the ships, and act as hunters of the 
walrus, seals and whales. 

Captain Cook says that the flesh of the walrus is a sweet and wholesome article 
of food, and the whales would furnish light and fuel. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Richardson, 
Inspector of Hospitals. 

-No.8.--

ORDERS and INSTRUCTIONS for the EXPEDITION to Behring's Straits, under the 
Command of Captain Collinson, c. B., of Her Majesty's Ship " Enterprize," and 
Commander lJPClure, of Her Majesty's Ship" Investigator." 

Xo. 8 (A.) 

SAILIN.G ORDERS from the ~ords Commissioners of the Admiralty to Captain 
Collmson, C. B., of Her ~IaJesty's Ship" Enterprize ;" dated 15 January 1850. 

By the C.ommis.sioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of 
the Unrted Krngdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

1. WHEREAS the efforts that have been made during the last two years to 
relieve the " Erebus" and "Terror" have failed, and all access to the Parry 
Islands has. been prevented ?y. the ~ccumulation of ice in the upper part of 
Barrow S~ralts : And whereas It IS possIble that the same severity of weather may 
not prevail at the same time in both the eastern and western entrances to the 
Arctic .S.ea, .we have now determined, in a matter of such moment, to send an 
ExpedItIOn mto t.he Pclar Sea from the westward; and, having a full confidence in 
your ze~l an~ sk.lll'"we have. th?,ugbt proper to appoint you to the command ~f 
H~r ~aJesty ~ slnp .. "Enterpflze,· . and also to pla.ce under your orders Her Majesty B 
s~~p It;tvestlga~OI, bo~h of which vessels havmg been duly fortified against col­
hSlO!1 With .the ree,. e.qUlpped for the polar climate by warm-air apparatus, and 
furmshed With pr?VISIOns for. three years, as well as a large supply of extra stores, 
you are now reqUIred and dIrected, so soon as they are in all respects ready for 

sea, 
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sea, to proceed to make the best of your way to Cape Virgins, in order to arrive 
at Behring's Straits in July. 

2. At Cape Virgins, the Commander-in-Chief in the Pacific has been desired 
to h~ve a steam-vessel waiting fo~ you, and by her you will be towed through the 
Straits of Magellan, and the Welhngton Channel, and on to Valparaiso. 

3. At that port you will use the utmost despatch in waterina and refreshincr 
your crews, and in fully replenishing your bread and other provisions and stores ~ 
and having so done, you will again use your best exertions to press forward to the 
Sand wich Islands. 

4. There is only a bare possibility of your reaching those islands in time to 
meet Her Majesty's ship" Herald," under the command of Captain Henry Kellett; 
but if that should be the case, you will receive from him, not. only every assistance, 
but much useful information touching your passage to the Strait, and your furthe:, 
proceedings to the northward. It is still more improbable that Her Majesty's 
ship" Plover" should be there; but wherever you may fall in with her, yO'J are 
hereby directed to take her and Commander Moore under your orders. 

5. At the Sandwich Islands you will find additional orders from us for your 
guidance, which we propose to forward from hence by the Panama mail of next 
March; but if none should arrive, or if they do not in any way modify these 
directions, you will enforce the greatest diligence in re-victualling your two ves~eb, 
in procuring, if possible, the necessary Exquimaux interpreters, and in making all 
requisite preparations for at once proceeding to Behring's Straits, in order to reach 
the i~e before the 1st of August. 

6. An examination of the several orders i»sued to Captain Kellett will show that 
it is uncertain where he may be fallen in with. You may probably find the" Herald" 
and" Plover" together. 

7. We consider it essential that, after entering the ice, there should be a depot, 
or point of succour, for any party to fall back upon. For this purpose the 
" Plover" is to be secured in the most favourable quarter, as far in advance as 
can be found--such as \Vainwrigbt's Inlet, or the Creek at Hope Point: hut if they 
be unsafe, and none has been discovered nearer to Barrow's Point, then at Chamisso 
Island, or any part of Kotzebue Sound, which may afford the necessary shelter. 

S. Considerincr, however, the nature of the service in which the" Plover " will 
already have be:n employed. and that a portion of her crew may be unfit to con­
tend with the rigours of a furthpr stay in those latitudes, you will call for volun­
teers from that ship, and from the" Herald " if in company, sufficient to form a 
crew for the" Plover;" taking care that the men to be selected are men of good 
character, and that they do not exceed in numher what is actually required for the 
care of the ship, and for defence and security against any treacherous attack on 
the part of the natives of N orton Sound. 
, 9. The petty officers' ratings that may be vacated by men invalided arp. to be 
hll~d up by men volunteering to remain; such volunteers are to be. subjected to a 
strict and careful survey by the medical officers of the several ships; and those 
only art to be retained who would seem to be in all respects tit to encounter this 
extended service; and the remainder necessary to complete the crew is to be made 
up from the" Enterprize" and" Investigator." 

10. Such crew having been formed (to continue under the command of Com­
mander Moore, and with the officers now in the" Plover," or with those who may 
yolunteer for the service), the" Plover," if the" Herald " should be in company, 
IS to be filled up by Captain Kellett with all the provisions, fuel and stores that 
can possibly be spared by Captain Kellett, who will bear in mind not only what 
may be required for the use of the" Plover's" crew until the aut'Jmn of lS53, 
~nd the contingency of parties arriving on board from Sir John Franklin's £,xpedi­
bon! but also the possibility of any party from the" Enterprize" or " Investigator" 
havmg to fall back upon the" Plover." 

11. In providing for this necessary equipment for the" Plover," attention lI·ill 
be paid to the numbers left in the" Herald," and the supplies necessary to carry 
that vessel to Whoahoo; and havincr received from Captain Kellett any baidars, 
or light boats, that he may be able to spare, and which may be likely to for~ a 
useful addition to your own boats, or those of the ., Investigator," when searchmg 
parties may be detached from the ships in the spring, the" Herald ., will return 
to the Sandwich Islands, there to fill up provisions, and from thence proceed to 
Hong Kong on her way to England, in pursuance of our orders of the 14th De­
cember last . 

. J07. L? 12. 011 
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12. On detaching the" Plover" to take up ~(>: wil!ter quar~e:s, you will direct 
Commander :J100re to remain there until you Jom lum, 01', falh~g 'y~Ul' ,return to 
him, until the end of the summer of 1853; when, but not untIl It .IS aosolutely 
necessary for securing the ., Plover's" passag'e through ~h~ AleutIan group. of 
Islands, he is to quit Behring's Straits, and make the best ot Ius way to 'Yalpara.lso 
(touching at the Sandwich Isl~nds for refreshment), where h~ wtll l'ecel.ve 
further instructions relative to Ills return to England from the Commander-In_ 

Chief. I . , I I h 
13, If the" Herald" and "Plover" should be fal en Jl1 ~It 1 to tIe nort ward 

and eastward of BehrinO"s Straits, or in the Polar Sea, Captam Kellett, on detach­
ing himself from you: c~mpany, s~ould consort witl~ the .. ~Iover" as far a~ h~l· 
winter qllarters, and If tIme and cIrcumstances admitted of It, he should assIst m 
securing' her there. 

1--1. In the event of your having' to wintel' your ships on the continent or Es­
quimaux shores, you will probably mee~ with SO?lC of the ,wandering ~ribes, or 
with Indians. With these you WIll cultrvate a friendly feelIng', by makmg them 
presents of those articles to ~vhich th~y are apt to attach a value; but you ~vill take 
care not to sufrer "ourself to be surprised by them, but use every precaution, and 
be constantly on "your guard against any treacherous attack. You will also, by 
offering rewards, to be paid in such manner as you may be able to arrange, 
endeavour to prevail on them to carry to any of the settlements of the Hudson's 
Bay Company an account of your situat!on and proceedin;c;s: with an urgent request 
that it may be forwarded to England WIth the utmost possIble despatch. 

15. In whatever place you may have to establish your winter quarters, you 
will devote every resource in your power to the preservati'Jn of the health, the 
comfort and the cheerfulness of the people committed to your care. 

16. We leave it to your judgment and discretion as to the course to be plll'sued 
after passing Poillt Barrow, and on entering the ice; and you will be materially 
assisted in this respect by what you will learn from Captain Kellett, if he should 
be fa Uen in with at the Sand wich Islands, as \\'ell as from the observations of 
Sir E. P~rry and Captain Beechey contained in the memoranda, of which we send 
you copies. 

17. \\'e have desired that you shall be furnished, not only with a copy of the 
orders under which Commander Moore is now acting, uut also with copies of all 
the orders which from time to time have been given to Captain Kellett, as well 
as with those under which an attempt was made to relieve the " Erebus" and 
.. Terror" by Captain Sir James Ross on the eastern side through Baffin's Bay. 
You will further be supplied with all the printed yoyages or travels in those 
northern regions; and the memoranda and instructions drawn up by Sir John 
Richardson, as to the manners and habits of the Esouimaux and the best mode 
of dealing with that people (a copy of which is also' sent), ~ilI afford a valuable 
addition to the information now supplied to you. 

l~. W' e deem it right to caution you, against suffering the two vessels placed 
under your orders to separate, except III the event of accident or unavoidable 
necessity; and we desire that you will keep up the most unreserved communication 
with the C?m~and,er of. the " Investigator," placing in him every proper confidence, 
and ~cqua~ntmg him .wlth th~ general tenor of your orders, and with your vie\\'s 
and mtentlOns from tIme to tllne; so that the service mav have the full benefit of 
your unite~ efforts in th~ prosecution of such a service; "and that in the event of 
any unaVOIdable separatIOn, or of any accident to yourself Commander M'Clure 
ma~ have th~ advantage ~f knowing, up to the latest period, all vour ideas and 
deSIgns relatIve to the satisfactory completion of this undertaking .• 

19. ~,. e also recommend that a~ frequent an exchange may take place as 
cO.llvement,\y may be of the observations. made in the two ships; that any inform­
atIOn obtamed b~ the one, be as qUIckly as possible communicated for the 
advantage and gUIdance of the other. 

20. In case of. any irreparable accident happening to the "Enterprize," you 
are hereby authoJ'lzed to take command of the "Investigator," and to make such 
arran~~~ents for the Officers. and crews as may be most consonant to the rules of 
the sel \ Ice, and most condUCIve to the objects of the Expedition. 

:2 ~. In the ev~nt of Great Britain being involved in hostilities with any 
foreIgn power du;mg your absence, you are to abstain from the smallest act of 
aggressIOn towaras any vessel belonging to such nation, it being the practice of all 

civilized 
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civilized countries to consider vessels engagerl in service of this kind as exempt 
from the rules and operations of war. 

22. In carrying out the foregoing orders, you will avail yourself of every 
practicable occasion of acquainting our Secretary with every step of yoar progress, 
as well as with your future intentions; and occasionally durin~- your H,yage, you 
will throw overboard one of the tin cylinders with which you have been supplied 
(beaded up in any cask or barrel that you could manufacture or spare), containing 
an account of the date, position, &c. On yom reaching En,~-Iancl, YOll will call on 
every person, in both vessels, to deliver up their 10g~,jotlrna1s, charts and drawings, 
·but which, they may be informed, shall be returned to them in due time. 

Orders and 10-
structioo~ for the 
Expedition to 
Behring's SLrait~. 

23. With respect to your search p~oving fruitless, and your finally quitting 
the Polar Seas, as well as your securing your winter quarters towards the close of 
anyone season,. we cannot too .strongly i~11pre~s upon you. the. ne~cssity of tl~e 
utmost precautIon and care bemg exerCIsed 111 \nthdrawlll::;' III tune, so as m 
no case to hazard the safety of the ships, and the lives of those entrusted to your 
care, by your being shut up in a position which might render a failure of provi­
sions possible. 

We feel it unnecessary to give you more debiled instrnctions, which mi~!lt 
pos~ibly embarrass you in a service of this description; and we have tl1crefore 
only to repeat our perfect reliance on your judgment and resolution, both in doing 
all that is possible to relieve the missing ships, and in withdrawing in timro, ,yhen 
you come to the painful conclusion that your efforts are unavailing-. 

2-!. You will bear in mind that the object of the Expedition is to obtain 
intelligence, and to render assistance to Sir John Frankliu and his companions, 
and not for the purposes of geographical or scientific research; and ,YC conclude 
these orders with an earnest hope that Providence may crown your efforts with 
success, and that they may be the means of dispelling the gloolll and uncertainty 
which now prevail respecting the missing Expedition. 

Given under our hands, this 15th day of January 1850. 

(signed) F. T. Darillg. 
J. TV. D. Dundas. 

By command of their Lordships, 

(signed) J. Parker. 
Richard Collinson, Esq., c. B. 

Captain of H. M. S. "Enterprize," at Devonport. 

-No.8*.-

CORRESPONDENCE as to the Selection of Mr. M'iertscliing as an 

INTEHPRETER to Captain Collinson's Expedition. 

CA. to 1.) 

No. 8* (A.) 

COpy of a LETTER from the Secrttary of the Admiralty to Captain 
Sir W. Edwm'd Parry. 

Sir, Admiralty, 22 December 18-19. NT s'" 
A 

o. c • 

s it seems desirable that the Expedition about to proceed in search of Sir J ohn Cor~espondence: 
~rallklin should be provided with an interpreter, to provide for opportunities of Intrepret~r to , 
Jntercourse with the Esquimaux which may occur in or near Behring'S Straits, Ca.pt. <;0111118011 S 

and 't . b bl h . E' ld b b' d' ExpeditIOn. . as 1 IS not pro a e t at a natIve sqUlmaux cou e 0 tame m proper 
time, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint 
YOIl, that they consider that it would be highly advisable to endeavour to engage 
one of the Moravian brethren to fill that office, as many of the missionaries of 
that SOCiety who have been employed in Greenland or Labrador spea~ the ~squi­
.ma~x language fluently; and should it happen that one so quahfied IS now 
ayaIlable, ~he humane object of the Expedition might induce the Society to aliot 
hIm for thIS service. 

107. L 3 1\ly 
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M V Lords, therefore, request that y?U will.take the necessary steps to c.arry out­this ~bject, and that you will commumcate with Mr. La Trobe on the subject. 
I am, &c. 

(signed) J. H. Hay, 
Pro Secretary. 

No.8* (B.) 
COPY of a LETTER from Captain Sir W. Edward Parry to John Parker, Esq, 

Secretary of the Admiralty. 
Sir Haslar Hospital, 27 December 1849. , 

I BEG to acquaint you, for the informati?n of Jl1): ~ords Commissioners ?f the Admiralty, that having, in obedience to their ~ord~I~lps comman.ds, commu~lCated with the Rev. Peter La Trobe as to the practicabilIty of procurmg the servICes of one of the Moravian missionaries as an Esquimallx interpreter, to accompany the Ex­pedition fitting out for Behring's Straits, under Captai,n Collinson, that Mr. La Trobe informs me that there is not in England, at this tIme! a~y person. who would be available for this purpose. Mr. La Tro~e th!n~s, th~t If tIme. permitted, he cl)uld procure such a person from among theIr. mls.slOna~les now ~n Ger?Jany; but as he speaks of being in personal commUnICatIOn With Captam Colhn~on, perhaps their Lordships will deem it expedient now to leave the arrangement III the hands 
of that officer. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. E. Parry, 

Captain Superintendent. 

No.8'" (C.) 

COPY of a LETTER from the Rev. P. La Probe to Captain Hamilton, 
Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, 2i, Ely-place, 14 January 1850. 
I BEG leave to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that on the receipt of a letter from Sir Edward Parry, dated ~he :2-lth of December, communicating the wish of their Lordships, that a Moravian missionary, conversant with the Esquimaux language and habits of life, should be requested to accompany the Expedition about to proceed in search of Sir John I.'ranklin, in the character of interpreter, I lost no time in opening a corre­spondence on the subject with the Mission Board of our Church at Herrnhut, in Saxony. It affords me much satisfaction to be able now to inform their Lord­ships, that the result of this correspondence has been the appointment of a missionary to this important office, and one whom I cannot but consider the best qualified for the discharge of its duties that could have been selected from the whole number of missionaries, either in retirement or on visits to Europe from their respective fields of labour in Greenland and Labrador. Mr. Miertsching, the missionary appointed, is a man in the prime of life, about 30 years of age, of robust health, inured, by a service of five years in Labrador, to the hardships and privations of the Arctic Regions. and sufficiently acquainted with the language and man~ers of the Esquimaux to be able to hold friendly and unreserved inter­cour~e \\'lth the~ .. Though. well aware that his absence from the proper sphere of hiS useful a~tIvlty, to ~hlch .he wa.s preparing to return in the spring of the present year, wIll be a serIOUS dlsapPollltment to his fellow-servants the Directors of the Breth~en Mis~ions have f~lt i.t their privilege, as well as 'their duty, by ready complIance With the applIcatIOn of the Lords Commissioners of the Ad­miralty, not only to prove how ~ul~y and gratefully they appreciate the favour and encou.ragement which ~h.e ~hsslOn on the coast of Labrador has invariably eXl!.erIenced from the .BrItIsh Gover~ment, ever since its establishment in the year 1,7 ,0, ~ut also t.o mamfest the d~ep Interest ~~hich they feel in the fate of Sir John f ranklm and hiS brave compamons, and then sympathy in the generous efforts which are about to be made for their rescne. 
I am instructed further to inform their Lordships, that Mr. Miertsching, w~o 

IS 
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is not unacquainted with the English language, was to set out fOI" London without Correspondence: 

delay in the hope of arriving in time to join The "Enterprize" and "Inves- clnterPcretlell: to • 
, U I d I h' h I dd d M" apt. 0 mson s tigator" at Plymouth. ness a secon etter, w lC a resse to our lSSiOn Expedition. 

Board on the 2d instant, after hearing fl"om Captain Collinson the proposal of 
their Lord5hips, that the missionary should join the Expedition at the Sandwich 
Islands should have had the effect of delaying his departure for a few days, I 
think i~ most probable that he may be with us early in the course of the present 
week. Whenever he may arrive, I am persuaded that he will be prepared to 
follow any directions with which their Lordships may be disposed, in the mean-
time, to favour me. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) P. La l'robe, 

Secretary to the Church and Missions 
of the United Brethren. 

No.8 * (D.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Hamilton to the Rev. P. La Trobe. 

Sir, Admiralty, 15 January 1850. 
IN reply to your letter . of the l-lth i?stant, I am c0!llmanded. by my Lords 

Commissioners of the Admlralty to acquamt you, that thelr Lordshlps are greatly 
obliged for your generous exertions in procuring an interpreter for the Expedition 
about to proceed in search of Sir J. Franklin, and my Lords would be glad to 
hear that Mr. Miertsching had been able to arrive ill time to proceed with the 
present Expedition. My Lords would further request you to be the medium of 
communicating to the Directors of the Brethren Mission the expression of their 
best thanks for their ready and active participations in their Lordships' views, and 
for the valuable aid they have rendered the Expedition in affording the services 
of one of their most able servants. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) TV. A. B. Hamiltoll. 

No. 8* (E.) 

COpy of a LETTER from the Rev. P. La Trobe to Captain Hamilton. 

Sir, 27, Ely-place, 16 January 1850. 
. I LOSE not a moment in informing you that Mr. Miertsching has just arrived 
10 L?ndon, and in requesting that you will have the goodness to furnish me (if 
possl~le, ~y the return of the messenger, or in the course of the evening) with 
any directIons the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty may have to commu­
nicate with reference to his outfit, and the day on which he should join the 
"Enterprize" and "Investigator" at Plymouth. 

If you think it at all desirable, I shall have much pleasure in calling' upon 
you ~t the Admiralty to-morrow morning, at any hour you may be pleased to 
appoInt as most convenient. 

I trust you will excuse the haste and informality of this letter, and of the 
a~knowledgment which I beg very respectfully to offer to the Lords Commis­
SIOners of the Admiralty, in return for the expression of their satisfaction at the 
read~ compliance of our Mission Board with their application, which you have 
so kl~dl~ conveyed to me, and which I shall not fail to communicate to my 
eccleSiastIcal superiors. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) P. La Trobe, 

Secretary, &c. &c. 

Hr,. No.8 *(F.) 
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COpy of a LETTER fl'Om Captain Hamilton to the Rev. P. La Trohe. 

Sir, Admiralty, 16 January IS50. 

I ILl. n: received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
your letter of this day's date, and am commanded by their Lordships to acquaint 
vou, that they have heard of the arrival of Mr. Miertsching with much satisfac­
tion, and con'sider that the object for which his services has been obtained would 
be best served bv his proceeding at once to Devonport. 

Orders will be sent to the Admiral (Sir W. Gage) at Devonport to aid Captain 
Collinson in fitting out :\11'. Miertsching at that port; but should there be any 
particular articles of outfit known to you, or specified by Mr. Miertsching as 
essentiallv necessary or desirable for the service on which he is to be engaged, 
and which can be best procured in London, my Lords would be greatly obliged 
to you if you would give the necessary directions for Mr. Miertsching being 
supplied with such articles in London, previous to his departure for Devonport. 

As the ships will not be detained many more hours at Devonport, all that is 
required to be done in London should be done without a moment's delay. 

1 am, &c. 

(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 

Ko. 8"" (G.) 

CoPY of a LETTER from Captain Hamilton to Admiral Sir TV. H. Gage, 
G. C.H., Commander· in-chief at Deyonport. 

Sir, Admiralty, 16 January 1850. 
I A~I commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint· 

you, that Mr. Miertsching, who is to be employed as an interpreter between 
Captnin Collinson's Expedition and the Esquimaux, has just arrived in London, 
and their Lordships have desired him at Gnce to proceed to Devonport. 

,:\1 y Lords desire that you ",ill call upon Captain Collinson to assist in pointing 
out what is necessary to fit out Mt·. l\liertsching on his al'1'ival; and my Lords 
request you will afford all the aid in your power in equipping that gentleman, 
so as to occasion as little as possible detention to the ships. 

All expenses incurred on the above account are to be paid by vou, and to be 
charged in your contingent account. • 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. A. B. Hamiltou. 

--------------

Xo. 8* (H.' 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Hamilton to Admiral Sir W. H. Gage, G.c'H. 

Sir, Admiralty, 17 January 1850 . 
. I AM commanded b~ my ~ords. Commissioners of .the Admiralty to desire you 

'~11l advance to Mr. Mlertschmg, mterpreter of Esqulm~ux to the Arctic Expedi­
tIOn, .any reasonable sum of money that you may co~slder necessary to provide 
hr hIS m~ss at the gun-room mess of the" Enterpl'lze," charging the same in 
Jour contmgent account. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 

No.8" (I.) 

COPY of a LETTER from Captain Hamilton to Captain Collinson, C.B. 

of Her Majesty's Ship" Enterprize." 

Sir, Admiraity, 17 January 1850. 
I A~I commanded by my Lords Commissiuners of the Admiralty to acquaint 

you, that they consider Mr. Miertsching (the Esquimaux interpreter) as placed 
under 
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under your especial protection; that Mr. Miertsching is to mess at the gUIl­

room table; and you are from time to time, and as you may deem necessary, to 
supply any reasonable sums that may be required for this gentleman's mess, or 
other nec;ssary expenses, keeping an account of the same for transmission to this 
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Interpreter to 
Capt. Collinson's 
ExpEuition. 

office. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) W A. B. Hamilton. 

- No. 8**.-

MEMORANDA and CORRESPONDENCE with reference to Captain 
Collinson's EXPEDITIOX. 

(A. to H.) 

No. 8** CA.) 

MEMORA~DUIlI by Captain Sir II". Edward Parry. 

EVERY exertion should be made to reach the ice to the northward of Behring's 
Straits by the 1 st of August. Assistance from steam-vessels would be desirablc. 

As the southern margin of this body of ice has invariably been found to trend 
in about a N.E. by E. and S.W. by W. direction, extending from one continent 
to the other, time will be saved by making it well to the eastward; i. e., towards 
the American coast, and not endeavouring to enter it to the southward or west­
ward. The exact place for making this attempt must be left to circumstances,­
such as the state of the ice, the wind, and the weather. The great object of the 
Expedition to be borne in mind is, to penetrate, if possible, to Banks's Land, or 
even to Melville Island, with the hope of finding at one of these places, or in 
the progress thither, some trace of the ships or crews composing' the Expedition 
under Sir John Franklin. If unavoidably detained at the margin of the ice, there 
may be an opportunity of communicating with some of the Russian fur traders, 
so as to put them in possession of the papers in the Russian language which 
are to be provided, offering rewards for assistance rendered to persons cast upon 
their shores; and, should any Esquimaux come off to the ships, an opportunity 
may thus be afforded for conveying the papers to the Russian posts. 

Although this is the first attempt ever made to enter the ice in this direction, 
with ships properly equipped for the purpo~e. there is no reason to anticipate any 
greater difficulties in this navigation than those encountered in other parts of the 
North Polar Sea; and, even in the event of not succeeding in reaching Banks's 
Land in the summer of the present year, it may be possible to make such progress 
as to afford a reasonable hope of effecting that object in the following season (1851). 
Indeed it is possible that, from the well-known fact of t.he climate being more 
temperate in a given parallel of latitude, in going westward from the Mackenzie 
River, some comparative advantage may be derived in the navigation of this part 
of the Polar Sea. 

It is of importance to the security of the ships and of their crews that they 
should winter in some harbour or bay not at a distance from land, where the ice 
might be in motion during the winter; and it will be desirable, should no land be 
~iscovered fit for this purpose, in the space at present unexplored between Point 
Barrow and Banks's Land, that endeavours should be made to reach the continent 
about the mouth of the Mackenzie River, or further eastward, towards Liverpool 
Ba:y, where there is reallon to suppose sufficient shelter may be found, and in 
which neighbourhood, it appears, there is generally no ice to be seen from the 
shore for about six weeks in the months of August and September. Sir John 
}'ranklin's Narrative of his Second Journey, that of Messrs. Dease and Simpson, 
and ~he Admiralty Charts, will furnish the requisite hydrographical information 
relative to this line of coast, so far as it has been attained. 

1.'he utmost economy should be exercised in the use of provisions and fuel 
durmg the time the ships are in winter quarters; and if they should winter on ~r 
near the continent, there would probably be an opportunity of increasing theIr 

IOi. M stock 
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stock of provisions by means of game or fish, and likewise of fuel, by drift or other 
wood, to some considerable amount. 

If the progress of the s!1ips in 18;')0 ha~~ be.en considerable-for i!1stance, as 
far as the meridian of 1200 W.-the probabIlIty IS, that the most practIcable way 
of returninQ' to En~land will be, still to push on in the samp. direction during the 
'whole seasol-! of 1 g51, with a view to reach Barrow's Straits, and take advantage, 
if necessary, of the resources left by Captain Sir James Ross at Wh~ler Point, 
near Leopold Harbour; if not the same season, at least after a second wmter. If, 
Oil the other hand, small progress should have been made to the eastward at the 
c!o.,e of the present summer, it might be prudent that when half the navigable 
Fea30n of 1851 shall have expired, no further attempts s~lOuld be made in pro­
ceedincr to the eastward, and that the remaining half of that season should be 
occupi~d in returning to the westward, with a view to escape from the ice by way 
"I' Behring's Straits after the winter of I S5 I-52, so as not to incur the risk of 
jJa,sinrr a third winter in the ice. 

DUl~ng' the summer season, the most vigilant look-out should be kept from the 
mast-heads of hath ships night and day, not only for the missing ships, but for 
any detached parties belonc;'ing to them; and during the few hours of darkness 
which prevail towards the close of each season's navigation, and also when in 
",inter quarters, sig'nals, by fires, blue lights, rockets or guns, shoulrl be made ac; 
the means of [Jointing out the position of the ships to any detached parties belong­
jn~' to the missing Expedition. And in the spring, before the ships can be rei eased 
from the ice, searching parties might be sent out in various dil'ections, either in 
boats or by land, to examine the neighbourin~' coasts and inlets. for any trace of 
the missins:: crews. 

Cautions should be giv(ll in all such cases to detached parties, and indeed 
on every otller occasion, to be strictly on their guard against any hostile attempts 
of Jarge parties of the Esquimaux, to whom, bo\\'ever, every kindness should be 
shown consistently with a due and unceasing regard to the safety of the ships and 
pcnple, 

In e\'ery part of the ships' progress, all prominent points of land should be as 
strictly examined as circumstances will permit, for any piles of stonE'S or flag 
,t2XCS near which information may have been deposited; and this mode of leaving 
iuformation of the ships' proceedings should be adopted in all situations where it 
lllay, by possiLility, be available for the relief of the missing- crews; and in case of 
wintering' on the continent, or being able to communicate with it during the sum­
mer, all practicable means should be used to convey to England information of 
the ships' positions, proceedings and intentions, by letters intrusted to the natives, 
on promise of adequate remuneration on deliverincr them to the nearest trading-
po~to, IV hetlIer English or Russian. 0 

No.8*'" (B.) 

ME:'IIORAXDU:'II by Captain F. TV, Beeclzey, dated 10 January 1,%0. 

IF the prog.ress of the Expedition be i.mpeded by ice, the boats might be pushed 
forward; but If the passage be free, a dIrect course should be steered for Melville 
Island, carefully keeping the two ships at all times throuO'hout this and the rest 
of the voyage in company. 0 

On rounding Point Barrow, there will probably be a choice of either enterincr 
the" pack," sh~uld it ~how its~lf in open floes, or of pursuing a lane of wate~ 
along shore, until suffiCIent eastmcr has been gained and then branchincr off to the 

d Th 
' e , 0 

l1~rthwar . e .hrst wou.ld involve the probability of being beset on a shift of 
wmd, and of bemg , ca~ned back.; wh5lst the other, that of being set upon a 
~hallow.coast by the CIOSI~g of the Ice. WIth ~he land; and as it is scarcely possible 
,0, prOVIde for every contmgency, chOIce ~lght be left to proceed by that ronte 
',\hlCh would appear to be the best, and whlCh, from appearances and information 
de.rived on the spot, I~ay most expeditiously and saf~ly lead toward the accom­
plIshment of. t.he object of t~e v.oyage, taking care, if the shipS should get 
oeset, and dnv1l1g ~vestward 111 spIte of. all exertions, to push in time for the 
land, and not to risk the chance of bemcr carried westward of Point Barrow 
in which, direction the decreasin~ soundings"'seem to mark the presence of hank: 
~pon whIch the ::c would ;-round, and the pre~sure become very heavy in comr,. 

quene:: 
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qll811£e. of the strong tides which prevail about Point Barrow. Captain Kellett, Memoranda and 
()fthe "Herald," may perhaps be able to speak as to this being the case. Correspon~ence,: 

rJ' d sJ fi d' h b . d '1 h 3 h f A Capt. ColhnsOll S J.!he en eavours to pu 1 orwar mig t e contmue unt! t e Ot· 0 ugust Expedition. 
at. latest, at which time, if the ships be not near some land where they can 
conveniently pass a winter, they must direct their course for the mainland, and 
seek a secure harbour in which they could remain. And on no account should 
they: risk a winter in the pack, in consequence of the tides and shallow water lying 
off the. coast. 

Should the Expedition reach Herschel Island, or any other place of refuge on 
the coast near the mouth of the Mackenzie 0\' Colville Rivers, endeavours should 
he made to communicate information of the ships' position and summer's proceed­
in!!s through the Hudson's Bay Company or Russian settlements, and by means of 
interpreters; and no opportunity should be omitted of gaining from the natives 
information of the missing vessels, as well a~ of any boat expeditions that may 
have gone forward, as well as of the party under Dr. Rae. 
! If nothing should be heard of Sir John Franklin in 1850, parties of observation 

should be sent forward in the spring to intercept the route the ship would have 
pursued, and in other useful directions between winter quarters and Melville 
Island; taking especial care that they return to the ship before the time of libera­
tion of the ships arrive, which greatly depp.nds upon their locality. 
~ Then, on tlte breaking up of the ice, should any favourable appearance of the 

ice present itself, the Expedition might be left free to take advantage of such a 
prospect, or to return round Point Barrow; making it imperative, however, eithet' 
to ensW"e their return, so far as human foresight may be exercised, or the certainty 
of their reaching Melville Island at the close of that season, and so securing their 
return to England in 1852 . 
• But if, after every precaution and endeavour, they should be compelled to 

make a retrograde course, they should strictly observe what has been said about 
wintering in the pack, and communicating information of their proceedings to the 
Admiralty. 

If,. after all, any unforeseen event should detain the ships beyond the period 
contemplated above, every exertion should be used, by means of boats and inter­
preters, to communicate with the Mackenzie; and should any casualty render it 
Becessary to abandon the vessels, it should be borne in mind that the reserve­
ship will remain at her quarters until the autumn of 1853, unless she hears 
of the safety of the ships and boats in other directions; while in the other quarter, 
Fort Macpherson, at the entrance of the Mackenzie, may be relied upon as an 
asylum. 

The" Plover/' or reserve-ship, should be provided with three years' provisions 
b her own crew, and for contingencies besides. She should be placed as near 
ag possible to Point Barrow, and provided with interpreters, and the means of 
~ffering rewards for information; and she should remain at her quarters so long 
as there can be any occasion for her presence in the Arctic Seas; or, if she does 
not hear anything of the Expedition under Captain Collinson, as long as her 
provisions wiU last. 

In the event of beinl!; beset, and requiring a dock in the floe in which the ship 
may be placed, away from the danger of the pressure and grinding of the packed 
fte, Captlllilli Collinson might advantageously make use of the exploding cylinders 
applied him for blasting the ice, and blast a dock in a short time; as heavy 
pt:essure of the ice may be anticipated from its progress being suddenly arrested 
" shallow water. 

(signed) F. W. Beechey. 

No. 8*· (C.) 

MEMOltANDVM by Dr. Sir John Richardson. 

SH.OUl.,D C8;ptain Collinson be co~pelled, by the stat~ of the ice wit~in 
Behrlng'~. SUalts,. to coast the continental shares of Amenca, the only native 
~ople .he will. he certaiuof seeing are ~h:e Esquima~x. It ~ay, therefore,. be 
of service to bun to be made acquainted With the follOWIng particulars respectlllg 
tLat people. 
. l~OJ' .. M2 The 
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The Esquimaux tribes which frequent the coasts lying between Point Barrow­
and the Mackenzie are comparatively populous, but they are, on the whole, 
well-disposed, and not pron~ to violence. It .is, howe.v~r,. necessary, that small 
boat parties should be on tneir guard w~en. III the .vlclmty of a large bo~y of 
Esquimaux; as the temptation of appropnatmg the If.on-work and other articles 
of value to them in possession of the Europeans mIght be too grell;t fo.r the 
natives to withstand, and might lead to a treacherous attack. If ffilscluef be 
intended, the women are generally called in to aid, by crowding round the 
Europeans, distracting their attention, ~nd giving ~n opportunity f?r .th~ir men 
to make an effective rush. If a boat IS to be assailed, the women s baldars or 
oomiaks are run alongside, and across the bows, so as to afford a platform, upon 
which the men can easily disembark from their kayachs and overpower a small 
crew. These attacks are seldom planned and carried on without many expres­
sions of encouragement being bandied about among the assailants, and one who 
understands the language can almost always detect a conspiracy in the outset. 

It is a good precautionary measure totally to prohibit the oomiaks from 
coming alongside, and to permit only one or two of the kayachs to approach at a 
time; never suffering any of the natives to enter the boats, as whoever is admitted 
will not cease to inflame the cupidity of his countrymen by descriptions of the 
wealth he discovers there. On shore it is proper to draw a line, over which 
neither Europeans nor Esquimaux are to pass. This is a procedure well under­
:"tood by the latter. 

All the Esquimaux are expert thieves, and if allowed to exercise their skill, 
the recovery of the abstracted articles is attended with difficulty, and a breach of 
harmony, if insisted upon; or if not, further attempts are promoted. Particular 
caution as to these points is requisite at the mouth of the Mackenzie, where the 
Esquimaux, having been long practised in war with a neighbouring Indian tribe, 
are more daring and apt in stratagem. 

The Esquimaux between Cape Barrow and the Mackenzie carryon a trafiic 
along the coast, the western party meeting the eastern ones for that purpose at 
Point Barter, in the middle of summer (early in August). They do not, as far 
as I have been able to learn, communicate directly with the Russian posts, but 
receive the articles of trade through the medium of a conterminous tribe of 
Indians. These Indians, named generally Tchutski, inhabit the interior of Rus­
sian America, down to Cook's Inlet, and extend eastward to the mountains which 
skirt the Mackenzie. A few also frequent the lowest of the Hudson's Bay posts 
on that river, where they are designated Loucheux. The Tchutski are an active, 
intelligent people, versed in trade, and using strings of white enamelled beads as 
a medium of exchange. They are on friendly terms with the Esquimaux, with 
whom they can converse, and barter with them articles obtained from the 
Russians for fox skins and other furs. Some of them are furnished with fowling­
pieces, but none of the Esquimaux as yet possess that weapon. Both nations 
hold in great value tobacco, snuff, white enamel beads, dentalium shells, iron or 
copper kettles, saws, hatchets, chisels, knives and files. 

A few parties of the Tchutski occasionally visit the Esquimaux on the coast in 
the summer time. and some of the Esquimaux spend the winter on the Tchutski 
lands, associating with the hunters. It is, therefore, probable, that if papers 
in the Russian language be freely distributed on the coast, some of them may 
reach the fur posts, and make the presence of the Expedition on the coast and 
its ?bjec.ts know~ to the fur traders; and this object will be more readily 
attallled If the natives can be made to understand that they will receive a reward 
if they bring an answer. Russian posts exist on the Y ucan and its tributaries 
and in ~orton and Kotzebue Sounds, as marked on the .'\dmiralty Arctic Chart: 
No. 260. 

If the Expedition should winter near the mouth of the Yucan or Colville that 
river may be ascended in a boat in the month of June, before the sea ice b~o-ins 
to give way. The river varies in width from a mile and a half to two miles °and 
flows thro~gh a ri~h, ~ell-wooded vall~y, abounding in moose deer, and h~ving 
a comparatively mIld chmate. A Russtan tradino- post has been built on it at 
the distance of three or four days' voyage from th: sea, with the current· but as 
the current is strong, from nine to twelve days must be allowed for it; ascent 
with the tracking line. It would be unsafe to rely upon receiving a supply 
of provisions at the Russian post, as it is not likely that any stock beyond what 
is necessary for their own use is laid up by the traders; and the moose deer 

being 
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being a very shy animal, i~ not e~siJy 8.hot by an unpractised huntel., but the 
reindeer abound on the neighbourmg hIlls, and are much more approachable. 
The white-fronted goose also breeds in vast flocks in that district of the country, 
and may be killed in numbers, without difficulty, in the month of June. 

Memoranda alld 
Correspoildpncf' : 

If the Expedition should winter within a reasonable distance of the Mackenzie, 
Captain Collinson may have it in his power to send despatches to England by 
that route. The river opens in June, and as soon as the ice ceases to drive, may 
be ascended in a boat with a fair wind under sail, or with a tracking line. The 
lowest post at present occupied by the Hudson's Bay Company on this river is 
Fort Good Hope. The site of this post has been changed several times, but it 
is at this time on the right bank of the river, in latitude 6G" IV N., and is 10 or 
11 days' voyage from the sea. At Point Separation, opposite to the middle 
channel of the delta of the river, and on the promontory which separates the Peel 
and the Mackenzie, there is a can of pemmican (80 lbs.) buried, 10 feet distant 
from a tree, which has its middle branches lopped off, and is marked on the trunk 
with a broad arrow in black paint. A fire was made over the pit in which the 
case is concealed, and the remains of the charcoal will point out the exact spot. 
This Mard was visited last year by a party from Fort McPherson, Pee!"s River, 
when all was safe. 

A boat party entering the river as soon as it opens would reach Fort Good 
Hope about the end of June, and it is proper for Captain Collinson to know, that 
at that season the Esquimaux muster in large force, and ascend to Point Separa­
tion, where they trade with the Loucheux, or make war upon them, according" to 
circumstances. After passing Point Separation, the boat party would see families 
of Loucheux and Hare Indians on the banks of the river. These people live in 
constant dread of hostile visits from the Esquimaux, and will, and are in the 
habit of concealing themselves immediately on observing" a boat or canoe, until 
they have ascertained that it is manned by white men. These Indians may be 
fully trusted, and the sight of an English ensign will give them confidence to 
approach. 

Captain Collinson's despatches may be forwarded up the riVEr from Fort Good 
Hope by Indians engaged there, but it is not likely that any of the Company's 
servants could go on with it, as there are seldom more than one or tl\'O left at a 
post in the summer, the rest being employed in conveying the furs out, and 
bringing stores in, during the whole open season. Eight bags of pemmican, 
weighing 90 Ibs. each, were deposited at Fort Good Hope in 18 .. 1F~, and would 
r:mai~ there last summer for the use of any boat parties that might ascend the 
rIver III 1849; but it is probable that part, or the whole, may have been used by 
the Company by next year. 

A boat party should be furnished with a small seine and a short herring net, 
by the use of which a good supply of fish may often be procured in the eddies or 
sandy bays of the Mackenzie. They should also be provided with a good supply 
of ~uck-shot, swan-shot, duck-shot, and gunpowder. The Loucheux and Hare 
IndIans will readily give such provisions as they may happen to have, in 
exchange for ammunition. They will expect to receive tobacco gratuitously, as 
they are acccustomed to do from the traders. 

Capt. Collinsoll'~ 
Expedition. 

The Mackenzie is the only water-way by which any of the Hudson's Bay Com­
p~ny's po~ts can be reached from the Arctic Sea. There is a post on the Peel 
RIver which enters the delta of the Mackenzie, but no supplies can be procured 
there. To the eastward of the :\Iackenzie no ship-party would have a chance 
of reaching a trading post, the nearest to the sea being Fort Resolution, on Great 
Slave La~e, situated on the 61st parallel of latitude, and the intervening hilly 
country, mtersected by numerous lakes and rapid rivers, could not be erossed by 
such a party in less than an entire summer, even could they depend on their 
gu.ns for a supply of food. Neither would it be advisable for a party from the 
sh.lps to attempt to reach the posts on the Mackerizie by way of the Coppermine 
RIver and Fort Confidence; as in the absence of means of transport across Great 
Bear Lake, the journey round that irregular sheet of water would be long and 
hazardous. Bear Lake River is more than 50 miles long, and Fort Norman, 
~he nearest post on the Mackenzie, is 30 miles above its mouth. Mr. Rae was 
Instructed to engage an Indian family or two to hunt on the tract of country 
between the Coppermine and Great Bear Lake in the summer of 1850; but no 
great reliance can be placed on these Indians remaining long there, as they 

107. ;\1 3 desert 
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desert their hunting quarters on yery slig'ht alarms, being in continual dread of" 
enemies, real or imaginary. . . 

A case of pemmican was buried III the summIt of .the Lank, about four or five 
miles from the summit of Cape Bathurst, the spot bell1g' marked by a pole planted 
in tIle earth, and the exact locality of the deposit by a fire of drift wood, much of 
which would remain unconsumed. 

Another case was deposited in a cleft of a rock on a small battlemented clift~ 
which forms the extreme part of Cape Parry. The case ,,'as covered \lith loose 
I--tolle~; and a pile of stones, painted red and white, was erected immediately in 
front of it. This c1iff·l'e,~emb]es a cocked-hat in some points of view, and projects 
like a tOlF)'ue from the base of a rounded hill, which is 500 or 600 feet high. 

Several'" cases of pemmican \\'ere left exposed on a ledge of rocks in latitude 
li,'.;O :3;-/ N., opposite Lambert Island, in Dolphin and Union Straits, and in a bay 
to the wEstward of Cape Krusenstern, a small boat and 10 pieces of pemmican 
were deposited under a high cliff' above high-water mark, without concealment. 
The ESfjuimaux on this part of the coast are not numerous, and from the position 
of til is hoard, it may escape discovery by them; but I have every reason to believe 
that the locality has been visited by Mr. Rae in the past summer. A deposit of 
Jar,Qcl' size, lIear Cape Kendall, has been more certainly visited by Mr. Rae. 

In rec'mel to diet, Captain Collinson may be informed, that in the summer 
time the usual allowance on board Her Majesty's ships is sufficient, but in the 
winter time, and especially when the temperature is unusually low, and the men 
are employed on any fatiguing labour which increases the frequency of the 
respiration, additional food is requisite, and particularly of fat meat or other food 
\Ihich furnishes a large supply of carbonaceous matter. 'Vhen the temperature 
of the atmosphere is very low, much carbon is exhaled from the lungs; and if the 
waste be not supplied by food, it is taken from the body, impairing its vigour and 
power of resistance. The use of ardent spirits tends to diminish this waste, but it 
i~ at the expense of animal heat; for it is the activity of the respiration, inducing 
the exhalation of carbon, that is the most effective means of generating animal 
heat. With an empty stomach the power of resisting external cold is greatly 
impaired; but when the process of digestion is going on vigorously, even with 
comparatively scanty clothing, the heat of the body is preserved. There is in the 
winter time, in high latitudes, a craving for fat or oleaginous food, and for such 
occasions it may be well to preserve the flesh of seals, walruses or bears, issuing 
it as an extra article of diet. The necessity for increased food, in very cold 
weatller, is not so great wilen the people do not work. 

As a measure tending to preserve the health of the crews, I would recommend 
that the men's bedding should be opened out and dragged backwards and forwards 
in the loose snow in the winter, and then hung up on lines till the evening. In 
this way blankets may be effectually cleaned from dirt and condensed perspiration,. 
and more easily than by wa<;hing. 

(signed) John Richardson, 

l\ledical Inspector. 

Ko. 8~'" (D.) 

COpy of a LETTER from J. Parker, Esq., Secretary of the Admiralty, to 
H. C Addington, Esq., Foreign Office. 

Sir, Admiralty, 19 December 18-10. 
I A~l commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 

herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, copies of two memoranda 
from Sir John Richardson, proposing the issue of the same in the Russian language. 
pointing out a means of endeavouring to afford assistance to the Expedition in the 
Polar Seas under the command of Captain Sir J. Franklin; and I am to state that 
it is most de<;irable that no time should be lost in this and other arrangements; but 
my Lords are unwilling to take, or sanction, any steps of this nature, without 
ascertaining through the Foreign Office whether there will be any objection on the 
part of the Russian government. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) J. Parker. 

EDcJosur~ 
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Enclosure No.1, to No. 8** (D.) 

MEJlIOltANDUlII from Sir John Richardson. 

15 December 1849. 
THEIR .Lordships propose, that the following Paper might state, that-
The discovery ships under Sir John Franklin sailed from EnO'land in 1845, 

and were last seen in Baffin's Bay in July of that year, steering for Lancaster 
Sound. 

The ships not having returned at the time expected, search was made for 
them by two Expeditions, which foun::l no traces of them to the eastward, nor on 
!he North Sea coast between the :\Iackenzie and Coppermine Rivers. Hence it 
is inferred, that the ships have been blocked up in the ice in the vicinity of 
Melville Island (or the adjoining lands), from whence neither Lancaster Sound 

. nor the continental coast to the south could be reached with the means the 
crews possessed. Further search is to be prosecuted by the British Gov~rnment 
in' the summer of 1850. Two ships (the " Enterprize" and" Investigator,") 
commanded by Captain Collinson and Commander M'Clure, are to enter Behring"s 
Straits, and to penetrate, if possible, to the western extremity of ~Ielvi1le Island, 
there to winter, and make further search, in the spring of 1851, for the crews of 
the lost ships. 

The aid of the otncers of the Russian Fur Company and of an his Imperial 
Majesty's subjects is earnestly solicited in the humane endeavour to rescue such 
of the missing crews as may succeed in reaching the shores of the continent. And 
it is conceived that this aid may be effectually rendered by offering to the 
Esquimaux and Tchutski the promise of a liberal reward of kettles, saws, knives, 
beads or such other articles of commerce as they covet, fOI' any effectual relief 
afforded to any white men that may be cast on their coasts, and for conducting 
them in safety to a neighbouring- fur post. 

The English Admiralty will defray the expense of such rewards, on applica­
tion, &c. &c. 

This memorandum should be translated into the Russian language, and plen­
tifully circulated along the northern coasts of Siberia, and throughout his Imperial 
Majesty's American dominions; 200 or 300 copies printed; and attached to 
each copy should be an order from the Russian Minister in London, enjoining 
all Russian subjects, in the Emperor's name, to carry out the objects therein 
named. 

(signed) W. E. Parry. 

Enclosure No.2, to No.8 U (D.) 

ADDITIONAL MEMORANDUlII from Sir John Richardson. 

15 December 1849 . 
. THE only post of the Russian Fur Company known to me as being conveniently 

s~tua.ted for communication with the Tchutski and Esquimaux who inhabit the 
Arctic coasts of America, is one situated on the YucRn River, not far from its 
jlln~tion with the Polar Sea in Gwyder Bay, and near the 150th meridian. The 
nahves report that the Russian traders on the Yucan receive their supplies from 
a fort in Norton Sound, and that there is another fort in the north-east corner of 
Kotzebue's Sound. Papers left at either of these places might be transmitted by 
the traders to the Yucan; and it would be advisable to send some copies to the 
Rus&ian Company's depot at Sitka, and to place some in the hands of their agent 
at the Sandwich Islands. 
'~e . Hudso~'s Bay Company's agent at the Sandwich Islands, by means of 

theIr steamers which trade with tIle Russian American posts, mi~ht also distribute 
some ~opies of the Paper at the places they touch at, so as to multiply the chances 
of their reaching their destination. 

Another and perhaps a more certain route to the Russian post on the Y ucan 
may als~ be ·found through the aid of the Hudson's Bay Compa!1Y by. the 
l\Iac~nile. The Company's officer at La Pierre's house on the Rat RIver might 
~ommit some copies of the Paper to the native hunters, and promise them the 

107. . M 4 value 
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value of a few articles of trade (say from It. to 5l. sterling), if, either directly 
or throuo'h the medium of intervening tribes, they brought an acknowledgment of 
the com~unication from the Russian officer. 

The ships bound to Behring's Straits mig?t take some of the Papers. Other 
copies might be sent, viii Panama to the Pacific, at once,. to b~ forwarded to !he 
Sandwich Islands and thence by our Naval Commander III Chief to the Russian 
posts, as before st~ted; and the Hudso?'s Bay Company could forward some to 
the Mackenzie in the spring, when their canoes go to the north. 

Enclosure No.3, to No. 8** (D.) 

No time should be lost, I submit, in translating and dispersing the first memo-­
randum; and of inviting the attention of the Hudson's Bay Company to the­
means suggested by Sir J. Richardson, in the second. 

(signed) F. Beau/m't. 

No. 8** (E.) 

COpy ofa LETTER from H. U. Addington, Esq., to John Parker, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 2 January 1850. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 19th ultimo, I am directed by Viscount 

Palmerston to transmit to you a copy of a despatch from Baron Brunnow, and I am 
to request that, in laying the same before the Lords Commissioners of the Admi­
ralty, you will move their Lordships to favour Lord Palmerston with their opinion 
thereupon, to enable his Lordship to reply to Baron Brunnow. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) H. U. Addington. 

Enclosure to No.8 ** (E.) 

Ashburnham House, Ie H Decembre 1849. 
LE Baron Brunnow presente ses complimens a M. Ie Vicomte Palmerston, et ell 

reponse ;t la communication qu'il a bien voulu lui adresser, sous la date du 22 de 
ce mois, a l'honneur d'informer Son Excellence qu'une intervention de sa part 
aupres des autorites de la Compagnie Russe Americaine, en depassant les limites 
de ses attrihutions, serait loin de remplir Ie but propose avec autant d'efficacite 
que Ie ferait une disposition directe faite d'ordre de l'Empereur. 

Connaissant l'intt~l'et bienveillant que Ra Majeste a designe prendre au succes 
des mesures deja anterieurement prises pour aller a la recherche de l'Expedititn de 
Sir John Franklin, Ie Baron de Brunnow se fera un devoir empresse de porter a 
la connaissance de l'Empereur la presente communication de 1\1. Ie Vicomte Pal­
merston, accompagnee du memorandum y annexe, dans la persuasion que Ie Gou­
vernement Imperial avisera aux moyens les plus utiles pour preteI' a l'executioa 
.ou plan projete toute la co-operation en son pouvoir. 

ie Baron Brunnow profite, &c. &c. 

No.8" (F.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Hamilton to H. U. Addington, Esq. 

Sir, Admiralty, 5 January 1850. 
1:-; reply to your letter of the 2d instant, transmitting a copy of a despatch 

from the Russian minister at this court, relative to assistance being rendered by 
the Russian Government in endeavouring to obtain tidings of the Expedition' 
under Sir J. Franklin, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Ad~ 
miralty to acquaint you, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, that my Lords 
are very sensible of the kind interest with which Baron Brunnow is endeavouring 
to fot'ward their Lordships' wishes; and the accompanying memorandum is now 

forwarded' 
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forwarded to Lord Palmerston for transmission to Baron Brunnow, with their Memoranda and 
Lordships' request that it may be printed in Russian, and circulated along the CorrespolI~ence.: 

h f S'b' d f h' I . 1 M' • d .. 'N h Capt. Colhnsons nort ern coasts 0 I ena, an 0 IS mperJa aJesty s omlOlOns 10 ort Expedition. 
America; and my Lords would beg to express their earnest hope that the bene-
volent interest already evinced by his Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Russia, 
in the measures hitherto taken for the succour of Sir' John Franklin, will he 
extended to the present proposal; and that the powerful aid of the Emperor will 
be further afforded their Lordships, by his Imperial Majesty's issuing his own 
orders upon the subject. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 

Enclosure to No.8" (F.) 

(COpy.) 
5 January 1850. 

THEIR Lordships propose that the following Paper be printed in the Russian 
language:-

"The discovery ships, under Sir John Franklin, sailed from England in 184.,>, 
and were last seen in Baffin's Bay in July in that year, steering fur Lancaster 
Sound. 

" The ships not having returned at the time expected, search was made for them 
by two Expeditions, which found no traces of them to the eastward, nor on the 
northern sea-coast of America, between the Mackenzie and Coppermine Rivers. 
Hence it is inferred that the ships have been blocked up in the ice in the vicinity 
of Melville Island, or the adjoining land; from whence neither Lancaster Sound 
nor the continental coast to the south could be reached with the means the crews 
possessed. 

" Further search will be prosecuted by the British Government m the summer of 
1850_ Two ships, the 'Enterprize' and' Investigator,' commanded by Captain 
Collinson and Commander M'Clure, are to enter Behring's Straits, and to penetrate, 
if possible, to the western extremity of Melville Island, there to winter, and make 
further search in the spring of 1850 for the crews of the lost ships . 

.. The aid of the officers of the Russian Fur Company, and of all his Imperial 
Majesty's subjects, is earnestly solicited in the humane endeavour to rescue such 
of the missing crews as may succeed in reaching the shore of the continent. 

" And it is conceived that this may be effectually rendered by offering to the 
E~quimaux and Tchutski the promise of a liberal reward of kettles, saws, knives, 
beads, and such other articles of commerce as they covet, for any effectual relief 
afforded to any white men that may be cast on their coasts, and for conducting 
them in safety to a neighbouring fur-post. The English Admiralty will defray 
the e~pense of such rewards on application." 

, ThiS memorandum should be plentifully circulated along the northern coasts of 
Siberia, and those of his Imperial Majesty's American dominions; and attached 
to each copy should be an order from the Russian Government, enjoining all 
his I~perial Majesty's suhjects, in the Emperor's name, to carry out the objects 
therem. 

No. 8 n (G.) 

COpy of a LETIER from H. U. Addington, Esq., to John Parker, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 14 January 1850. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 5th instant, I am directed by Viscount 
Palmerston to transmit to you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, a copy of a note from Baron Brunnow, stating that every step will 
b.e tl:lk~n, to second the measures taken by the Admiralty for the discovery of the 
J.xpedlt&on under Sir John Franklin. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) H. U. Addington. 

N Enclosure 
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Enclosure to No. 8** (G.) 

Ashburnham House, II Janvier 1850. 
LE Baron Brunnow presente ses complimens a M. Ie Vicomte Palmerston, et 

en reponse a sa note du 10 de ce mois, s'emprefse de lui.reiterer I'~ssur.ance du vif 
empressement qu'il mettra a .s7conder .. es mesures p~lses par I Amtraute pour 
aller a la recherche de l'ExpedltJon de SIr John Franklm. 

Dans ce but. Ie Baron de Brunnow s'est fait un devoir de transmettre a M. Ie 
Chancellier de'l'Empire Ie memorandum redige par Ie bureau de l'Amirauh~, et 
dont la pu blication en langue Russe pouvait. faciliter, peut-thre, Ie succes de ses 
recherches, par I'assistance des habitans du nord de la Siberie, et des colonies 
Russes sur la cole nord-ouest d' Amerique. 

Le Baron Brunnow profite, &c. &c. 

:\0.8** (H.) 

COpy of a LTTTER from his Excellency the Baron Brunnow to 
Viscount Pal1llerslon. 

21 Fevrier 
Ashburnham House, ce 3 M 1850. My Lord, ars 

J'AI eu I'honnelJr d'informer votre Excellence que je m'etais empresse de 
solliciter l'appui du Gouvernement Imperial en faveur des nouvelles demarches faites 
en Angleterre pour aller a la recherche de l'Expedition de Sir J. Franklin. 

Je viens de recevoir une communication officielle, qui m'annollce I'accucil 
favorable qu'a obtenu Ie recours que j'ai fait dans ce but au Gouvernement 
Imperial. 

II a adl'esse aussitot les ordres necessaires au Directeur-en-Chef des colonies 
Russes sur Ia cote nul'd-ouest d'Ameriqlle, afin de lui recommander d'ofl'rir toutes 
les facilites en son pouvoir aux officiers de la Marine Hoyale envoyes a la decou­
verte des traces de l'ancienne Expedition. 

Ces ordres sont renfermes dans Ie paquet ci-joint, que je m'empresse de vous 
faire parvenir, My Lord, avec priere de Ie transmettre a l'Amiraute. 

De plus, Ie Ministere Imperial m'annonce que la publication dont votre Excel­
lence m'a communique Ie projet, traduite en langue Russe au nombre de 300 
exemplaires, sera distribuee au printems prochain parmi les habitans du littoral 
vers lequel se dirigent les presentes recherches. 

En portant ces dispositiOll5 a la connaissance dll Gouverncment de Sa Majeste 
Britannique, je profite de cette occasion, &c. 

Bl'unnow. 

-No. 9.-

REPORTS of the HYDROGRAPHER of the ADMIRALTY and the SECOND SECKE­
TARY, with the Opinions of Captain Sir lV. Edward Parry, Captain Sir 

George Back, Captain Beechey, Dr. Sir 101m Richardson, and Colonel 
Sabine, H. A., on the proposed Expedition to Barrow Straits. 

(A to n.) 

No.9 (A.) 

MnlORA;IIDuM by Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Bemifurt, K. c. B., Hydrographer 
of the Admiralty; dated 29 January 1850. 

1. THE BehriD~'s Strai.ts Expedi.tion being at length fairly oft', it appears to me to 
be a duty to submit to theIr LordshIps that no time should now be lost in equipping 
another set ~f v~sels to renew the search on the opposite side, through Baffin's 
Bay; and thts bemg the fifth year that the" Erebus" and" Terror" have been 
absent, and probably reduced to only casual supplies of food and fuel, it may be 

- assumed 
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assumed that this search should be so complete and effectual as to leave un­
examined no place in which, by any of the suppositions that have been put 
forward, it is at all likely they may be found. 

2. Sir J. Franklin is not a man to treat his orders with levity, and therefore his 
first attempt was undoubtedly made in the direction of Melville Island, and not to 
the westwaru. If foiled in that attempt, he naturally hauled to the southward, 
and using Banks' Land as a barrier against the northern ice, he would try to 
make westing under its lee. Thirdly, if both of these roads were found closed 
against his advance? he perhaps ~vailed himself of one of the four passages 
between the Parry Islands, ncludmg the Wellington Channel. Or, IHstly, he 
may have returned to Baffin's Bay, and taken the illvitinl?,' opening of Jones' 
SOllnd. 

3. All those four tracks must therefore be diligently examined before the search 
can be called complete, and the only method of rendering that examination prompt 
and efficient will be through the medium of steam; while only useless expense 
and reiterated disappointment will attend the best efforts of sailing vessels, le:lvinO" 
the lingering survivors of the lost ships, as well as their relatives in Englaud, i~ 
equal despair. Had Sir James Ross been in a steam vessel, he would not have 
been surrounded by iee and swept out of the Strait, but by shooting under the 
protection of Leopold Island, he would have waited there till that fatal field had 
passed to the eastward, and he then would have found a perfectly open sea up to 
Melville Island. 

4. The best application of steam to in-going vessels would be Eripsson's screw; 
but the screw or paddles of any of our moderate-sizeu vessels might be made to 
elevate with facility. Vessels so fitted would not require to be fortified in an 
extraordinary degree, not more than common whalers. From the log-like quiescence 
with which a sailing vessel must await the crush of two approaching floes, they 
must be as strong as wood and iron can make them; but the steamer slips out of 
the reach of the collision, waits tili the shock is past, and then profiting by their 
mutual recoil, darts at once through the transient opening. 

S. Two such vessels, and each of them attended by two tenders laden with coals 
and provisions, would be sufficient for the main lines of search. Every prominent 
point of land where notices might have been left would be visited, details of their 
own proceedings would be deposited, and each of the fOllr tender" would be left 
in proper positions as points of rendezvous on which to fall back. 

6. Besides these two branches of the Expedition, it would be well to allow the 
whaling Captain (Penny) to carry out his proposed undertakin~. His local know­
ledge, his thorough acquaintance with all the my~.teries of the ice navigation, and 
his well-known skill and resources, seem to point him out as a most valuable 
auxiliary. 

7. But whatever vessels may be chosen for this service, I would beseech their 
Lordships to expedite them; all our attempts have been deferred too long; aud 
there is now reason to believe that very early in the season, in Mayor even in 
April, Baffin's Bay may be crossed before the accumulated ice of winter spreads 
over its surface. If they arrive rather too soon, they may very advantageously 
await the proper moment in some of the Greenland harbours, preparing themselves 
for the coming eflorts and struggles, and procuring Esquimaux interpreters. 

8. ]n order to press every resource into the service of this noble enterprise, 
the ~essels should be extensively furnished with means for blasting and splitting 
the Ice; perhaps circular saws might be adapted to the steamers, a launch to each 
party, with a small rotary engine, sledges for the shore, and light boats with 
sledge bearings tor broken ice fields; balloons for the distribution of advertise­
ments, and kites for the explosion of lofty fire~ba!ls. And, lastly, they should 
have vigorous and numerous crews, so that when detachments are away, other 
operations should not be intermitted for want of J?hysical strength. . 

~. As the council of the Royal Society, some tlme ago, thought proper t.o remmd 
then Lordships of the propriety of institutincr this search, it would be falf now to 
cal.l on that learned body for all the advic~ and suggestions that sciell~e and 
phllosophy can contribute towards the accomplishment of the great object on 

,which the eyes of ~1l England, and indeed of all the world, are now entirely 
fixed. 

(signed) F. B. 

N 2 No.9 (B.) 
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No.9 (B.) 

MEMORANDUM by Captain Hamilton, Secretary of the Admiralty; 
dated 5 February 1850. 

WITH reference to Sir Francis Beaufort's memorandum, it may be useful to 
advert to certain papers before the Board, relative to the eastern search. 

I would refer to three of those papers in particular, and would take them in 
the order of their date. 

On the 15th November 1849, a Mr. Hamilton, writing from Stromness, affirms 
positively that "on ~he day previou~ to Sir J.ohn. Franklin sailing from that place, 
he (Sir John Franklm) expressed hIS determmatlOn to endeavour to find a passage 
to the westward, through Alderman Jones' Sound." 

Mr. Hamilton adds, "that Sir John Franklin, during his stay at Stromness, 
expressed himself to this effect on se~eral occasio~s." . 

He further informs their LordshIps that "hIs house was the last SIr John 
Franklin visited in this country, and that he is ready to refer their Lordships to 
other gentlemen to whom Sir John Frank~in expressed himself in simi~ar term~." 

Mr. Hamilton adds, that he is brother-m-Iaw to Dr. Rae, the emment chIef 
trader and active coadjutor of Sir John Richardson, and of whose proceedings, 
since he separated from Dr. Richardson, the Board are now so anxious to hear. 

Now it cannot be doubted that Sir John Franklin is as little likely as any man 
to deviate from his orders, and it is therefore difficult to believe that he could have 
expressed himself as described by Mr. Hamilton. At the same time it is quite 
possible that Sir John Franklin may, in conversation, have referred to Jones' 
Sound, and that Mr. Hamilton has construed his mentioning Jones' Sound in 
a conditional sense, as an unconditional statement of his intentions. 

I would now refer to other papers tending to show what the opportunities 
are which Jones' Sound offers, and which could not be unknown to Sir John 
Franklin. 

Captain Penny, in the offers of his services to the Admiralty, of the 22d Decem­
ber last, says, " If an early passage be obtained, I would examine Jones' Sound, 
as I have generally found in all my early voyages clear water at the mouth of that 
Sound; and there is a probability that an entire passage by this route might be 
found into Wellington Strait. 

Captain Gravill, of the "Abraham," an old whaling captain, in his letter of 
the 25th January, alludes to his "voyage" last year up Jones' Sound, and sug­
gests Jones' Sound and Smith's Sound, together with other quarters, as points of 
search; added to which there is (or at least was) a letter in this office from 
Captain Lee, of the" Prince of Wales," also an experienced Commander, in which 
he reports his having mistaken the entrance of Jones' Round, in thick weather. 
for Lancaster Sound, and that he sailed 100 miles up the Sound, without meeting­
with obstructions of any sort, before he discovered his mistake; and that in 
running out of the Sound, the carpenter of the ship observed a cairn of stones on 
one of the headlands. 

Admitting, therefore, the utmost desire of Sir John :Fl'anklin to follow his 
?rders, .it is not unli~ely that he ~ay have found a literal compliance with them 
ImpossIble; and theIr purport bemg to push to the westward, he would naturally 
take the next means of doing so, if the first failed; and if on arrivinO' off lan­
caster Sound he found obstruction from ice or contrary winds, he w~uld most 
probably make the attempt by Jones' Sound. 

Added to this: and the. ci~cumstances of Sir John Franklin being well aware 
that ~oth J~nes and SmIth s SOu?~S, have always given promise of open water, 
~here IS the Important fact th.at a dIlIgent search has been made by Sir James Ross 
10 Lancaster Sound and Prmce Reo-ent's Inlet and that no trace~ of Sir John 
Franklin having proceeded. in that direction ha:e been found by him. 

It ~ay be therefore conSIdered that there are sufficient grollnds for instituting 
a specIfic and separate search, both into Jones' and Smith's Sounds and there is 
reason to believe that this may be speedily ana effectually done by ~ steamer. 

The narrative of Captain Parker, of the "Truelove" as well as the statements 
of C~ptain .Penny and Gravill, already referred to, w~uld lead to the supposition 
that.l.n a f~Ir seas~n those Sounds may be reached without the ve~sel comirig into 
collISIon WIth the Ice, and with the important appliance of steam power this would 
most probably prove to be the case; nor does it follow that the fortifying and 

tiaing 
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fitting a steam vessel to look into those Sounds need be of a very costly or com­
plicated description, nor such as to involve any material loss of time. 

Their Lordships will have before them several propositions respecting the 
eastern search. And with respect to any Expedition that may proceed bv the way 
of I.ancaster Sound, Captain Penny's may be difficult to improve upon •. Captain 
GraviIl's letter also offers some useful suggestions; but the question may still be 
submitted to the Board of an examination into Jones' and Smith's Sounds by a 
steamer, as separate from the other. There are officers anxious and able to under­
take this search; it might be completed in a comparatively short time, and might 
be the means of early satisfying the public mind on one most important particular, 
viz., the direction taken by Sir John Franklin in his carrying out the instructions 
of the Admiralty. . 

(signed) IF. A. B. Hamilton. 

1 would observe that, when the above was written. I had not seen the paper by 
Dr. M'Cormick, in which great stress is laid upon the necessity of a search into 
Jones' Sound. 

(signed) 117. A. B. Hamiltou. 

Enclosure I, to No.9 (B.) 

To the Secretary of the Admiralty, London. 

Sir, Stromness, 15 November 1849. 
I CONSIDER it proper to put you in possession of the following information as 

to Sir John Franklin's expressed determination regarding the route he purposed 
to follow on reaching Baffin's Bay, which, if he followed out according to his 
intention, I would submit that neither of the Expeditions yet sent out in search of 
him would have a chance of meeting with any trace of him or his party. 

During Sir John Franklin'" stay here, I had frequent opportunities of conversing 
with him on the subject of his voyage, and the last house he visited in Great 
Britain was mine, on the day previous to his sailing from Stromness, on which 
occasion, as well as on several others, he expressed his determination of endea­
vouring to find a passage to the westward through Alderman Jones's SoumI, 
instead of Lancaster Sound; and if he acted on this intention, it is not impro­
bable that the ships may have entered this unknown Sound, and got so fixed in 
the ice as to render it impossible for them to be extricated; and it will be recol­
lected that the summer of 1845 was one of uncommon mildness in the northern 
regions, and consequent absence of ice to the northward of Devil's Thumb (as 
the report of the whalers of that season fully proves) would add to the proba­
bility of his finding little obstruction to his reaching this point. 

I may mention that Sir John Franklin's principal reason for attempting Alder­
man Jones's Sound in preference to Lancaster Sound, was from his own know­
ledge, or a strong impression (I do not remember which), that a great current 
flowed out of it, indicating an open sea to the westward. 

I wi1l feel obliged by your laying this information before my Lords Com~ 
missioners of the Admiralty; and if their Lordships should consider it of any 
importance, as regards future efforts that may be made to relieve our unfortunate 
countrymen, I shall be happy to refer them to gentlemen here who heard Sir 
John express himself in similar terms to them. 

'1 may also state that I am brother· in-law to Dr. Rae, who went out with 
Sir J. Richardson in the land Expedition; and as his relations are anxious regard­
ing his safety, I would esteem it as a particular favour to be informed of any 
accounts that may reach the Admiralty regarding him, as it is not improbable 
this may be the case, without our knowing any thing regarding him. 

I have. &c. 
(signed) J. M. Hamilton. 

Note.- In the event ofthe Expedition uuder Sir John Franklin having .entered 
Alderman Jones's Sound some trace of it would undoubtedly be found either on 
Capt! Hardwick or Cape 'Lindsay, which :farms ,the entJ'ance to the inlet, for i~, 
seems pretty certain, from the result of Sir James Ross's voyage, that the " Ere~us 
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Reports on the pru· and" Terror" did not enter Lancaster Sound; else, rom t e minute examinatIOn 
pused Expediti~n of that gallant officer, it is next to impossible but some indications of the circum. 
to Barrow StraIts. - b d' d stance would have een Iscovere. 

(signed) J. 111. H. 

Enclosure 2, to No.9 (B.) 

To the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, Stromness, 11 February 1850. 
I HAD the honour of addressing a letter to you on the 15th November last, 

relative to Sir John Franklin's Expedition, to which I have not been favoured with 
a reply; but feeling deeply interested in the fate of our gallant and enterprising 
countrvmen, and being convinced in my own mind, from frequent personal COlD· 

munic~tions with Sir John Franklin, that, in the event of the state of the ice in 
Baffin's Bay permitting him, he would endeavour to penetrate Alderman 
Jones' tlound instead of Lancaster Sound, which I have no doubt he acted on, 
as I have ascertained from persons who were in the whale ships in 1845, that the 
ice was quite open that season to the northward of the Devil's Thumb. 

I have myself coasted the north shore of Lancaster Sound as far to the west­
ward as Maxwell Bay. I feel satiilfied that, from the nature of the land that 
intervenes between Lancaster and Jones' Sound, it is utterly impracticable that 
any passage could be effected across such a country; and should the Expedition 
have reached from the 85th degree of west longitude to the 90th, it is probable that 
the ships have been inextricably fixed in that unexplored and unknown region. 

I hope I will be pardoned for presuming to force my views upon the notice of 
my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, but I feel that I should be culpable 
if I refrained doing so, under the circumstances I have mentioned; and I there­
fore request the favour of your laying this communication before their Lordships, 
along with my former letter to you on this subject. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. M. Hamilton. 

No.9 (C.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Hamilton to J. M. Hamilton, Esq. 

Sir, Admiralty, 6 }<'ebrllary 1850. 
OWING to some· inadvertence which it may be unnecessary to explain, but in 

which every apology is due to you, it would appear that your letter of 15th No­
vember last, addressed to the Secretary of the Admiralty, had never been acknow­
le,dged. 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to refer to that 
letter, and in conveying to you the expression of their regret that it should have 
remained unanswered, to thank you at the same time for your communication. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton, Capt. R. N. 

Second Secretary to the Admiralty. 

No.9 (D.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Sir W. Edward Parry to J. Parker, Esq .• 
Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, Haslar Hospital, 6 February 1850. 
WITH refe~ence to the subject of the conference at which I had yesterday the 

honour of bemg present at the Board of Admiralty, I now, in obedience to their 
Lordships' commands, beg leave to submit the following considerations as to the 
proper mode of conducting the search for the ships under the .command of Sir 

. John 
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John Franklin, which Her Majesty's Government has decided on renewing by Repor~~~ ?he pro-
way of Baffin's Bay. posed Expe"dili~n 

I am decidedly of opinion that the main search should be renewed in the to llarrow ::itralts. 
direction of Melville Island and Banks's Land, including as a part of the plan 
the thorough examination of Wellington Strait and of the other similar openings 
between the islands of the group bearing my name. I entertain a growing con-
viction of the probability of the missing ships, or at least a considerable portiun 
of the crews, being shut up at Melville Island, Banks's Land, or in that neigh-
bourhood, agreeing as I do with Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, in his report 
read yesterday at the Board, that" Sir John Franklin is not a man to treat his 
orders with levity," which he would be just.ly chargeable with doing if he 
attached greater weight to any notions he might personally entertain than to the 
Admiralty instruction,>, which he well knew to be founded on the experience of 
former attempts, and on the best information which could then be obtained on the 
subject. For these reasons I can scarcely doubt that he would employ at least 
two seasons, those of 1845 and 1846, in an unremitting attempt to penetrate 
directly westward or south-westward towards Behring's Straits. 

Supposing this conjecture to be correct, nothing can be more likely than that 
Sir John Franklin's ships, having penetrated in seasons of ordinary temperature 
a considerable distance in that direction, have been locked up by successive 
seasons of extraordinary rigour, thus bufHing the efforts of their weakened crew::; 
to escape from tIle ice in either of the two directions by Behring's or Barrow'8 
Straits. 

And here I cannot but add, that my own conviction of this probability-for it is 
only with probabilities that we have to deal- has been greatly strengthened by 
a letter I have lately received from Colonel Sabine, of the Hoyal Artillery, of 
which I had the honour to submit a copy to Sir Francis Baring. Colonel Sabine 
having accompanied two successive Expeditions to Baffin's Bay, including that 
under mv command, which reached Melville Island, I consider his views to be well 
worthy of their Lordships' attention on this part of the subject. 

It must be admitted, however, that con::;iderable weight is due to the conjecture 
which has been offered by persons capable of forming a sound judgment, that 
having failed as I did in the attempt to penetrate westward, Sir John Franklin 
might deem it prudent to retrace his steps, and was enabled to do so, in order 
to try a more northern route, either through Wellington Strait or some other of 
those openings between the Parry Islands to which I have already referred. And 
this idea receives no small importance from the fact (said to be beyond a doubt) 
of Sir John Franklin having before his departure expressed such an intention in 
case of failing to the westward. 

I cannot, therefore, consider the intended search to be complete without making 
the examination of Wellington Strait and its adjacent openings a distinct part 
of the plan to be performed by one portion of the vessels which J shall presently 
propose for the main Expedition. 

Milch stress has likewise been laid, and I think not altogether without reason, 
on the propriety of sf'archina- J011l:'S' and Smith's Sounds in the north-western part. 
of Baffin's Bay. Considera''Lle interest has lately been attached to Jones' Sound, 
frum the fact of its having been rect-ntly navigated by at least une enterprising 
whaler, and found to be of great width, free from ice, with a swell from the west­
ward, and having no land visible from the mast-head in that direction. It seems 
more than probable, therefore, that it may be found to communicate with Wel­
lington Strait; so that if Sir John Franklin's ships have been detained anywhere 
to the northward of the Parry IsI~nds, it would be by Jones' Sound that he would 
probably endeavour to effect his escape, rather than by the less direct route of 
Darrow's Strait. I do not myself attach much importance to the idea of Sir John 
Franklin having 50 f~lr retraced his steps as to come back through Lancaster's 
Sound, and recommence his enterprise by entering Jones' Sound; but the pos­
~ibility of his attempting his escape through this fine openi?g, and the report 
(though some\\hat vague) of a cairn of stones seen by o~e ot the w~alers o~ a 
headland within it setms to me to render it highly expedIent to set thIS questIon 
at rest by a search'in this direction, including the examination of Smith's Sound 
also. 

To accomplish what I consider the main object, namely, the searel.1 in the dire~­
tion of Melville Island and Banks' Land, including that of Wellmgton ~tralt, 
I recommend the equipment of two steam-vessels of 800 to 900 tons, suffiCiently 

IOi. N 4 strengthf"ned, 
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nep.,r~~;l ~;p pro- strengthened, but not so as to impair their capacity and burden, propelled by a 
posed Exp~diti~ln screw, and rigged as Her Majesty's smalIer steam-vessels usually are, . but .,":ith 
10 Barrow, traits. the addition of square sails on the foremast, so as to render them fair sadlDg 

vessels when the power of steam is not required, and .to enable them to stop their 
way by their sails alone. I prefer wooden vessels to Iron ones; ] st, because the 
latter have never been tried in the navigation among the ice; and 2dly, because of 
the brittleness of iron at a low temperature. I conceive paddle-wheels to be entirely 
inadmissible on this service, from the impossibility of securing them from damage 
by the ice; and the aperture for receiving the screw should be strengthened in the 
manner adopted by Mr. Lang fOI' Sir John Franklin's ships. The screw should 
be fitted, as is now usual in Her Majesty's ships, so as to be speedily drawn up on 
deck, and a spare one furnished. 

] must add, however, that out of several plans which I remember to have been 
submitted to the Admiralty for fitting a screw propeller, without any aperture in 
the dead wood, and for topping it up out of harm's way, Mr. Lloyd might very 
probably select one that would be admirably adapted for this special service, aud 
require no long time to fit. 

To each of the two steam-vessels thus equipped, I propose to attach a ketch­
rigged tender of about 150 to 200 tons, strongly fortified, and otherwise equipped 
as usual for the ice navigation; the object of these tenders being either to accom­
pany the steam-vessels, to form depots for falling back upon in certain positions, 
or to be detached on separate examinations, as the various circumstances might 
require. . 

On reaching the neighbourhood of Wellington Strait, I should propose to 
send one steam-vessel, with her tender, to examine that passage and the adjacent 
openings between the Parry Islands, searching all the shores very strictly for any 
traces of the missing ships, and leaving frequent and conspicuous notices of their 
own progress and of the depot formed at Port Leopold, and then endeavour to 
ascertain the connexioll with Jones' Sound, coming out through that opening, if 
practicable, into Baffin's Bay. In case of these two vessels effecting this o~ject, 
or of finding it necessary to return towards Barrow's Straits, I would propose 
their taking up their winter quarters in or near Port Leopold or elsewhere, as may 
have been previously agreed upon with the other two vessels of the Expedition, 
according to the state of the ice, &c., when they part company. 

In the meantime, these other two vessels should use their utmost endeavours to 
push towards Melville Island and Banks's Land, very carefully searching the 
southern shores of the Parry Islands as they pass along, and leaving frequent 
and conspicuous llotices of their own progress and of the depot formed at Port 
Leopold, and then taking up their winter quarters, whenever the season closes, in 
the best position they can find. 

My object in recommending the use of steam-vessels on this service is to 
endeavour to make the most powerful effort within our reach at this anxious 
crisis in search of our gallant missing countrymen; bllt I have no hesitation in 
saying that this mode of conducting the search will not allow of extending the 
re~~urces of the Expedition to so lengthened a period as by the employment of 
s:uhng vessels o~ly, on account of the great bulk and weight of coals required 
f~r steam. I b.eheve, ~owev~r, t~at the advantage of being able to make one 
vIgorous effort ~n the l'I15ht dlrecbons would more than compensate for the disad­
vantages to whICh I refer, especially if the Expedition were assisted ~as in former 
c8.ses) by a transport lo~~ed with coals and other resources, to be despatched to 
DISCO before the ExpedItIon, and there to await its arrival for discharging her 
cargo . 

. The Expe.dition might likewise call at Port Leopold, if the ice would conve­
mently p~r~lt, both to replenish their coals, &c., and to ascertain whether any 
of the mlssmg crews had been there since Sir James Ross's visit. 

The ?perations of this Expedition during a second summer must depend on so 
many circumstances of resources and efficiency that it must obviously I conceive 
be left to the discretion of the officers in com~and. " 

Independently, however, of the four vessels I have mentioned I cannot but 
~hink. it would be w~ll to avail ourselves of the oifer of Captain' Penny, whose 
I11telll~e?Ce, zeal. and long experience in ice navigation appear to me to entitle 
ht~ opmlon (0 therr Lordships' favourable consideration . 
. I think tha~ Captain ~enny might be advantageously employed in the examina­

tIOn of Jones s and SmIth's Sounds, by which means tbe question as to Sir John 
Franklin 
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Franklin having entered either of them might be set at rest, and the communica­
tion between Jones's Sound and Wellington Strait determined, in connexion with 
the researches of the two before-ment.ioned vessels. 

If I were myself going on this service (of examining Jones's and Smith's 
Sounds), I should feel considerable confidence of being able to effect the whole, 
in ordinary seasons, in a steam vessel, in one summer, and to return to England 
in the autumn, and this without much risk of damage from ice, by reachino­
Disco early in July, replenishing coals there from the proposed transport, and 
watching the favourable opportunities for getting round the northward of the 
" Middle Ice." As, howevel', Captain Penny has not been accustomed to the 

. management of a steam vessel, it might be better to adopt his own proposal of 
two small sailing vessels, in which I have no doubt he would be able to effect 
much towards the accomplishment of the object which we have in view without 
involvin~ the necessity of remaining a winter in the ice. 

Mr. M'Cormick's plan for searching by boats might form an useful and not 
expensive appendage to this branch of the Expeditions. 

In submitting the foregoing plan of search, I have not failed to give due con­
sideration to the valuable reports:on this subject previously made to the Admiralty, 
and more especially those by Sir Francis Beaufort and Captain Hamilton, to 
which our attention was yesterday directed. 
. Their Lordships will perceive, that what I have now proposed, when taken in 
connexion with the efforts of Captain Collinson from the west, and those of 
Dr. Rae and Commander Pullen from the south, will complete a concentration of 
search (so to speak) in the direction of Banks' Land and Melville Island, which 
I believe to constitute our best hope of success. And I do confidently trust that, 
by the blessing of God on these several endeavours, we may yet hope to receive 
back in safety a large portion of those valuable men for whom our apprehensions 
have bp.en so long and so painfully excited. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) TV. E. Parry, 

Captain, R. N. 

No.9 (E.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Sir George Back to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty. 

106, Gloucester-place, Portman-square, 
Sir, 6 l~ebruary 1850. 

~N reference to the plan proposed in Sir Francis Beaufort's letter, for continuin~; 
thIS season the search of Sir John Franklin's Expedition, in the direction of 
Barr~w Straits, Melville Island, and the openings north and south, especially 
Wellmgton Strait, together with a thorough examination of Jones's Sound, there 
cannot, 1 think, be a second opinion. 

I an:t persuaded tbat the missing ships are somewhere thereabouts; hence the 
necessIty of carefully searching every opening which may hold out encourage­
ment of a passage. 
. Experience has shown that sailing vessels are liable to frequent detentions, and 
m calm weather are comparatively useless, thereby losing many chances of getting 
on; this, in the few weeks comprising an Arctic season for navigatioll, is a great 
objection. 
. The employment of screw steam vessels, as recommended by Sir Francis 
Beaufort, would obviate such objection, provided they cun be so str~ngthened, 
both in the hulls and screws, as to withstand the ordinary pressure of the ice; 
for however alert in their movements to avoid danger, still such a contingency 
(almost certain to happen) should, in common prudence, be guarded against. 

If this additional power of resistance can be given in so complete a manner as 
to protect the machinery and screws (of which I dci not constitute myseli a 
judge), then steam vessels would be infinitely preferable to any other class; never­
theless, as their employment 011 such a service may be considel'ed experimental, I 
strongly recommend, with Sir F. Beaufort, that a sailing tender (If not less than 
150 tons should accompany each steamer, not only to serve as a depot for fLle~ ~nd 
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ltepo!t:°:n~he pro- provision, but, in the event. of unavoidable accident, for the important purpose of 
posed Expediti~n a refuge also. . . . 
to Barrow StraIts. The foregoing remarks apply to ~he Expedl~lon by B~rrow Straits, &c., &c. ; but 

I cannot conclude without expressmg to their LOI'dshlps a hope that the second 
plan (as alluded to by Captain Hamilton) of exploring Jones's Sound may be simul­
taneously executed. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Geo. Bach, Captain. 

No.9 (F.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Beechey to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, London, 7 February 1850. 
1. IN obedience to their Lordships' directions, I have carefully perused the 

communications of Sir Ed ward Parry, Captain Hamilton and Colonel Sabine, on 
the subject of further researches for the Expedition under Sir John Franklin, and 
I think I cannot better express my own opinions upon the subject than by ob­
serving I fully concur in everything' that is contained in their letters, except 
that it seems to me that the vessel which accompanies the steamer ought to be 
sufficiently capacious to receive on board, and house and provision for the winter, 
if necessary, the crew of the steamer, as she will be the most likely of the twoto 
suffer from the pressure of the ice, and that these tenders should be about 270 
or 300 tons each. 

2. The urgent nature of the case alone can justify the use of ordinary steamers 
in an icy sea, and great prudence and judgment will be required on the part of 
their commanders to avoid being disabled by collision and pressure. 

3. I would also add, as an exception, that I think Leopold Island and Cape 
Walker, if possible, should both be examined prior to any attempt being made 
to penetrate in other directions from Barrow Straits, and that the bottom of Regent's 
Inlet, about the Pelly Islands, should not be left IInexamined. In the memoran­
dum submitted to their Lordships on 17th January 1849, this quarter was con­
sidzred of importance; and I am still of opinion, that, had Sir John Franklin 
abandoned his vessels near the coast of America, and much short of the Mackenzie 
River, he would have preferred the probability of retaining the use of his boats 
until he found relief in Barrow Straits, to risking an overland journey via the 
before-mentioned river; and it must be remembered, that at the time he sailed, Sir 
George Back's discovery had rendered it very probable that Boothia was an island. 

4. An objection to the necessity of this search seems to be, that had Sir John 
Franklin taken that route, be would have reached Fury Beach already. However, I 
cannot but think there will yet be found some good grounds for the Esquimaux 
sketch, and that their meaning has been misunderstood; and as Mr. M'Cormick 
is an enterprising person, whose name has already been before their Lordships, I 
would submit whether a Boat Expedition from Leopold Depot, under his dil'ection, 
would not satisfactorily set at rest all inquiry upon this, now the only quarter 
unprovided for. 

5. With reference to the exam.ination of the Sounds at the head of Baffin's Bay, 
but e.specially of Jon.es's Sound, I fully concur in the suggestions of Captain 
HamIlton, more espeCIally as there seems to be an opinion that this Sound will 
ue found to communicate with the Wellington Channel, and as, in the event of 
Sir John Franklin not being discovered in other directions it will be a source 
of painful regret that such places should have been left une~plored. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) F. W. Beechey, Captain. 

No.9 (G.) 
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COPY of a LETTER from Dr. Sir John Richardson to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty. 

Haslar Hospital, Gosport, 
Sir, 7 February 1850. 

HAVING heard read a letter from Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort to my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, suggesting a plan of further search for the 
missing ships under the command of Sir John Franklin, also a paper on the same 
subject by Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, Secretary to the Admiralty, and a letter 
from Mr. Penny, master ofa whaler, I have the honour, in compliance with their 
Lordships' directions, to submit to them the following observations: 

1. That the search ought not to be abandoned at the present time. I have 
endeavoured to show in a former paper, we ought not to judge of the supplies of 
food that can be procured in the Arctic regions by diligent hunting, from the 
quantities that have been actually obtained on the several Expeditions that have 
returned, and consequently of the means of preserving life in those regions. 
When there was abundance in the ships, the address and energy of the hunting' 
parties was not likely to be called forth, as they would inevitably be when the exist­
ence of the crews depended solely on their personal efforts, and formed their chief 
or only object in their march towards quarters where relief might be looked for. 

2. This remark has reference to the supposition, also formerly advanced, that 
on the failure of the 8tock of provisions in the ship, the crews would, in separate 
parties, under their officers, seek for succour in several directions; and, to meet 
this contingency, the search ought to be pursued in several localities. 

3. With respect to the direction in which a successful search may be predi­
cated with the most confidence, very various opinions have been put forth; some 
have supposed either that the ships were lost before reaching Lancaster Sound, or 
that Sir Jonn Franklin, finding an impassable barrier of ice in the entrance of 
tan caster Sound, may have sought for a passage through Jones's Sound. I do 
not feel inclined to give much weight to either conjecture. When we consider 
the strength of the" Erebus" and "Terror," calculated to resist the stl'Ongest 
pressure to which ships navigating Baffin's Bay have been known to be subject, 
ill conjunction with the fact that, of the many whalers which have been cl'ushed 
or abandoned since the commencement of the fishery, the crews, or at least the 
greater part of them, have, in almost every case, succeeded in reaching uther ships, 
or the Danish settlements, we cannot believe that the two discovery ships, which 
were seen on the edge of the middle ice so early as the 26th of July, can lJan~ 
been so suddenly and totally overwhelmed as to preclude some one of the intelligent 
officers, whose minds were prepared for every emergency, with their select crews of 
~en, experienced in the ice, from placing a boat on the ice or water, and thus carry­
mg intelligence of the disaster to one of the many whalers which remained for two 
months after that date in those seas, and this in the ab~ence of any unusual 
catastrophe among the fishing vessels that season. 

to Barrow Straits. 

4. With respect to Jones's Sound, it is admitted by all who are intimately 
acquainted with Sir John Franklin, that his first endeavour would be to act up to 
the letter of his instructions, and that therefore he would not lightly abandon the 
attempt to pass Lancaster Sound. From the logs of the whalers year after year, 
we learn that when once they have succeeded in rounding the middle ice, they 
enter Lancaster Sound with facility: had Sir John Franklin, then, gained that 
Sound, and from .the premises we appear to be fully justified in conclurling that he 
did so, and had he afterwards encountered a compact field of ice, barring Barrow 
Straiis and Wellington Sound, he would then, after being convinced that he would 
lose the season in attempting to bore through it, have borne up for Jones's Sound, 
but ~ot until he had el'ected a conspicuous landmark, and lodged a memorandum 
of hIS reason for deviating from his instructions. 

5. The absence of such a signal-post in Lancaster Sound is an argument against 
the Expedition having turned back from thence, and is, on the other hand, a stron~ 
Support to the supposition that Barrow Strait was as open in 1~45 as when ~lr 
~. E. Parry first passed it in 1819; that, such being the case, SlrJohn Franklm, 
without delay and without landing, pushed on to Cape Walker, and that, s.ubse­
q~~ly, in e.ndeavouring to penetrate to the south-west, he bec.a~e in~olved 111 the 
dnft Ice, whIch, there is reason to believe, urged by the prevallmg wmds and the 
set of the flood tides, is carried towards Coronation Gulf, through channels more 
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Reports on the pro- or less intricate. Should he have found no openmg at Cape Wa ker, e wou d, of 
posed Expediti~n course, have sought one further to the west; or, finding the southerly and westerly 
to Barrow StraIts. opening blocked by ice, he might have tried a northern passage .. 

6. In either case, the plan of search propounded by Sir Fra~cls B~aufo.rt see!lls 
to provide aO'ainst every contingency, especially when taken In conjunctIOn with 
Captain Collinson's Expedition, via Behring's Straits, and the boat parties from 
the Mackenzie. 

i. I do not venture to offer an opinion on the strength or equipment of the 
vessels to be employed, 01' other merely n~utical questions, f~~ther tha?- by remar~­
ing, that the use of the small vessels, whICh forms p~rt of ~I~ Franc~s Beaufort s 
scheme, is supported by the success of the early navlg~tors wlt~ theIr very small 
craft, and tile late gallant exploit of Mr. Shedden, In roumhng Icy Cape and 
Point Barrow, in the" Nancy Dawson" yacht. 

8. And further, with respect to the comparative merits of the paddles and 
screw in the Arctic seas, I beg leave merely to observe, that as long as the screw is 
immersed in water it will continue to act, irrespective of the temperature of the 
air; but when, as occurs late in the autumn, the atmosphere is suddenly cooled 
below the fl'eezing point of sea water, by a northerly gale, while the sea itself 
remains warmer, the paddles will be speedily clogged by ice accumulating on the 
floats, as they rise through the air in every revolution. An incident recorded by 
Sir James C. Ross furnishes a striking illustration of the powerful action of a 
cold wind; I allude to a fish having been thrown up by the spray against the 
b0ws of the" Terror," and firmly frozen there, during a gale in a high southerly 
latitude. Moreovel', even with the aid of a ready contrivance for topping the 
paddles, the flatness or hollowness of the sides of a paddle steamer renders her 
less fit for sustaining pressure; the machinery is more in the way of oblique 
beams for strengthening, and she is less efficient as a sailing vessel when the steam 
is let off. 

9. As stowage is very important, especially where small vessels and steamers 
requiring much fuel are employed, I beg leave to suggest the use of pemmican as 
the principal article of diet; food can scarcely be compressed into smaller space. 
Two pounds of pemmican, with one pound of coarse barley-meal, oatmeal or 
wheaten floUl', would be a full daily supply offood to labouring men, in the severest 
winter, and an ample provision against scurvy, without biscuit or vegetables; 
less might suffice in summer, or if biscuit and prepared potatoes were issued as 
part of the diet; but I would suggest, that the store of biscuit. as of an article 
occupying much space, should be limited to a small quantity, sufficing only for an 
occasional variation in the rations. I have found that seamen readily accustom 
themselves to pemmican, especially when it is boiled, or with barley-meal; and the 
latter, when coarsely ground, makes a nutritious gruel or porridge, which is 
generally relished. Preserved meats, when often served out, become disagreeable 
to seamen, and do not produce the feeling of a substantial meal, created by an 
equal bulk of pemmican. 

lO. I beg also to suggest, as an advisable measure the total disuse of ardent 
~pirits on the voyage: I believe that there would be no difficulty in enO'aginO' men 
fo: the enterprise un what are termed" temperance principles ;" and I~ the Arctic 
wmters t~e use of tea as a ~timulant is not only safel', but would, I think, be 
almost Uil1versally preferred by men who have tried both. An additional quantity 
of tea might be issued in lieu of spirits. 

II. Mr. Pen~y's pr~iect, ~estricted as it is by Sir Francis Beaufort to the 
search of Jones s Sound at Its outlets, seems to be a fitting appendage to the 
othe~ m.easure~. Althoug? ~ have. endeavoured to show, in a preceding paragraph, 
that It IS not ltkely the l1J1ssmg ships entered Jones's Sound from Baffin's Bay, yet, 
as. they may have ?een ~ompelled t? take a northerly course from Barrow Straits,and 
might afterw~rds, m. trY.IO.g to regam Baffin's Bay, have been arrested near Welling­
ton Sound, With wlncb It IS understood Jones's Sound communicates the latterouO'ht 
to be explored, and its headlands carefully examined. The cairo seen by Mr. 
Penny, at the entrance of the Sound, should be visited and searched for memoranda. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Richardson, 
Med. Insp. 

No.9 (H.) 
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COPT of a LETTER from Colonel Sabine, R. A., to Captain Sir W. Edward Parry. 

(Confidential) Castle-down Terrace, Hastings, 
My dear Parry, 15 January 1850. 

W HEN you were kind enough to write to me on the subject of Franklin's Expe­
dition, and to ask my opinion of the probabilities as to the place of their detention, 
and the best mode to adopt in renewing the search, I was still too ill to reply to 
vou with the consideration which the subject required. The same cause (viz., 
my late severe illness) has prevented my taking a part in any f)f the recent dis­
cussions; but as time is passing away, I am become extremely anxious to learn 
whether any, and what steps are likely to be taken for attempting relief in the 
quarter which still appears, as it has always appeared to me, the most important 
and the most promising. There can be little doubt, I imagine, in the mind of 
anyone who has read attentively J<'ranklin's Instructions, and (in reference to 
them) yOUI' description of the state of the ice and of the navigable water in 1819 
and 1820, in the route which he was ordered to pursue; still less, I think, can 
there be a doubt in the mind of anyone who had the advantage of being with 
you in those years, that Franklin (always supposing no previous disaster) must 
have made his way to the south-west part of Melville Island either in 1845 or 
184G. It has been said that 18-1:;"5 was an unfavourable season, and as the navi­
gation of Davis's Straits and Baffin's Bay was new to Franklin, we may regard it 
as more probable that it may have taken him two seasons to accomplish what we 
accomplished in one. So far, I think, guided by his Instructions and by the 
experience gained in 1819 and 1820, we may reckon pretty confidently on the 
first stage of his proceedings, and, doubtless, in his progress he would have left 
memorials in the usual manner at places where he may have landed, some of 
which would be likely to fall in the way of a vessel following in his track. From 
the west end of Melville Island our inferences as to his further proceedings must 
become more conjectural, being contingent on the state of the ice and the ex­
istence of navigable water in the particular season. If he found the ocean, as we 
did, covered to the west and south, as far as the eye could reach from the summit 
of the highest hills, with ice of a thickness unparalleled in any other part of the 
Polar Sea, he would, after probably waiting through one whole season in the 
hope of some favourable chauge, have retraced his steps, in obedience to the 
second part of his Instructions, in order to seek an opening to the north which 
might conduct to a more open sea. In this case some memorial of the season 
'passed by him at the south-west end of Melville Island, and also of his purpose 
of retracing his steps, would doubtless have been left by him; and should he 
subsequently have found an opening to the north, presenting a favourable 
appearance, there also, should circumstances have permitted, would a memorial 
have been left. 

He may, however, have found a more favourable state of things at the south­
west end of Melville Island than we did, and may have been led thereby to 
attempt to force a passage for his ships in the direct line of Behring's Straits, or 
.perhaps, in the first instance, to the south of that direction, namely, to Banks's 
Land. In such case two contingencies present themselves: first, that in the 
season of navigation of 1847 he may have made so much progress, that in 1848 
lle may have preferred the endeavour to push through to Behring's Straits, or to 
some western part of the continent, to an attempt to return by the way of 
.Barrow Straits; the mission of the "Plover," the "Enterprise," and the 
"Investigator," together with Dr. Rae's Expedition, supply, I presume (for I am 
but partially acquainted with theil- Instructions), the most judicious means of 
.affording relief in this direction. There is, however, a second contingency; and 
it is the one which the impression left on my mind by the nature and general 
aspect of the ice in the twelve months which we ourselves passed at the south­
west end of Melville Island, compels me, in spite of my wishes, to regard as the 
more probable, viz., that his advance from Melville Island in the season of 1847 
.may have been limited to a distance of 50, or perhaps 100 miles at farthest, a?d 
thar'in 1848 he may have endeavoured to retrace his steps, but only with partial 
'success. It is, 1 apprehend, quite a conceivable c~se, that under these CIrcum­
stances, incapable of extricating the ships from the Ice, the crews may have been. 

107. 03 at 
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No. 9h• t lenoth ohliO'ed to quit them and attempt a retreat, not towards the continent, 
Reports on t e pro· a 1:>' 0 'I '11 I I d h t . I r.1 d h hI 
posed Expedition because too distant, but to 'Me VI e s an , were cer am y 100U, an pro a y 
to Barrow Straits. fuel (seals), might be obtained, and w~lere .they woul? naturally. suppose that 

vessels despatched from England for theIr relIef would, III the. first Instance, ~eek 
them. It is quite conceivable also, I apprehend? that the. CIrcumstances might 
he such that their retreat may have been made Without their boats, alld probaoly 
in the April or May of 1849. . . . . 

Where the Esquimaux have hv~d, there En!5hshmen may lIve, .and. no valId 
arO'ument aaainst the attempt to relIeve can, I thmk, be founded on_ Lhe Improba­
bilityof finl:>dinO' EnO'lishmen alive in 1850, who may have made a retreat to 
Melville Islanlin tl~e spring of 1849; no: would the view of the case.be altered 
in any material degree, if T,~e suppose theIr retr~~t. to have been made m 1848 or 
1849 to Banks's Land, ,,-hlch may afford faCIlIties of food and fuel equal or 
superior to Melville IsI~nd, and ~ further retreat in the following year to the 
latter island as the pomt at whIch they would more probably look out for 
succour. 

Without disparagement, therefore, to the attempts made in ?t~er directions, I 
retain my original opinion, which seem~ also to have been the opmlOn of the B.o~rd 
of Admiralty, by which Ross's InstructIOns were drawn up~ that the most promISIng 
direction for research would be taken by a vessel whIch should follow them 
to the south-west point of :!.\'lelville Island, be prepared to winter there, and, if 
necessary, to send a party across the ice in April or l'Iay to :xamine Bank~'s 
Land, a distance (there and back) less than recently accomplIshed by Ross In 

his land journey. 
I learn fram Ross's despatches, that almost immediatel.,; after he got out of 

Port Leopold (18-19), he was entangled in apparently interminable fields and 
floes of ice, with which, in the course of the summer, he was drifted down 
throuo'h Barrow Straits and Baffin's Bay nearly to Davis's Straits. It is reason­
able t~ presume, therefore, that the localities from whence this ice drifted are likely 
to be less encumbered than usual by accumulated ice in 1850. It is, of course, 
of the highest importance to reach Barrow Straits at the earliest possible period 
of the season; and, connected with this point, 1 learnt from Captain Bird, whom 
I had the pleasure of seeing here a few days ago, a very remarkable fact, that the 
ice which prevented their crossing Baffin's Bay in 72° or 73" of latitude (as we did 
in 1819, arriving in Barrow Straits a month earlier than we had done the pre­
ceding year, when we went round by Melville Bay, and nearly a month earlier 
than Ross did last year) was young ice, which had formed in the remarkably 
calm summer of last year, and which the absence of wind prevented their forcing 
a passage through, on the one hand, whilst, on the other, the ice was not heavy 
enough for ice anchors. It was, he said, not more than two or two and-a-half 
feet thiele, and obviously of very recent formation. There must, therefore, have 
been an earlier period of the season when this part of the sea must have been free 
from ice; and this comes in confirmation of a circumstance of which I was 
informed by .!\II'. Petersen (a Danish gentleman sent to EnO'land some months 
ago by the Northern So~iety. of Antiquaries of Copenhage~, to make extracts 
from books and manuscrIpt., III the British ?\!Ilseum), that the northmen, who 
had settlements some centuries auo on the west coast of Greenland were in 
the habit of crossing Baffin's Bay in the latitude of Upernavie in the spring 
of the ye~r, for the purpose of. fishing in Barrow Straits, from whence they 
returned III Au~ust; an~ that III the early months they generally found the 
passage across tree from Ice. Mr. Petersen told me that I should find this fact 
clearly made out in a recent publ,ication of the Society of Northern Antiquaries, 
to whom we have .been so much mdebted. The pressure of other subject!!, and 
more recently my. ~llness, h~ve pre.vented me from obtaining and reading the work 
referred to; but It t~e latItude In which Baffin's Bay is stated to have been 
crosse,d, and the penod of the year be correct, it would appear (backed by the 
expel'lence of last year, .as rela~ed by Captain Bird,) that Barrow Straits may be 
reached at a ~lUch .earlIer pen(l~ of the year than ,ve have hitherto attempted. 
If, therefore, It be 111 contemplatIOn to send a vessel or vessels in that direction 
in tile present year, the sooner such an intention is acted on the better. 

~n the preceding remarks,. I have left one contingency unconsidered: it is that 
which would have followed m pursuance of his Instructions, if Franklin should 
ha\'e found the aspect of the ice too unfavourable to the West and South of 
Melville Island to attempt to force a passage through it, and should have 

retraced 
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retraced his steps in hopes of finding a more open sea to the northward, either Reports on t~~ pro­
in Wellington Strait or elsewhere. It is quite conceivable that here also the P

t 
os Bed ExpeSdl!l~n 

h d d" bl d" 0 arrow traits. Expedition may ave encountere , at no very great Istance, lllSUpel'a e Iffi-
culties to their advance, and may have failed in accomplishing a return with their 
ships. In this case, the retreat of the crews, supposing it to have been made 
across land or ice, would most probably be directed to some part of the coast on 
the route to Melville Island, on which route they would, without doubt, expect 
that succour would be attempted. 

I have written you a long letter; but this I am sure our common interest in 
the subject will abundantly excuse. I have recovered my health, but not my 
strength perfectly, and am still a prisoner here in consequence of the very severe 
weather. 

Very truly yours, 

(signed) Edward Sabine. 

-No. 10.-

PLANS of Captain Sir John Ross, C.B., for an EXPEDITION in Search of 
Captain Sir John Franklin's ARCTIC EXPEDITION. 

(A to K.) 

No. 10 (A.) 

COPY of a LETTER from Captain Sir John Ross, c.n., to the Right Honourable 
Sir Francis T. Baring, Bart. 

Dear Sir, 267, Strand, London, 1 September lS4D. X o. 10. 

As the time has now arrived when news, good or bad, may be expected from P\,lIlS of CaptaiB 
the ships in search of Sir John Franklin, and as these ships, in my humble Sir John It":,,, C.Il. 

opinion, being large and of a greater draught of water than the field ice, they are 
thereby more obnoxious to damage, especially as they would have to run more 
than usual l'isk, and the weather in the north having been (by report of the 
Greenland whalers) exceedingly tempestuous, it is by no means improbable that 
the expected news may be disastrous. Taking these circumstances into consider-
ation, I venture most respectfully to suggest that a vessel should be prepared, and 
kept in readiness to be despatched with relief, and I am of opinion that the 16th 
of September would not be too late for her to sail on that important service. I 
find that there is a vessel at Woolwich, named the" Mastiff," that would suit 
admirably. But she and my own little yacht (as a retreat vessel), which is also 
at Woolwich, should be towed round to Portsmouth, ready to be victualled, and 
which would incur very little expense, and, even if not wanted, would show the 
public that your Lordsh ips had not neglected any means that had the least chance 
of rescuing the unfortunate Franklin and his fellow sufferers. I have recommended 
Portsmouth for the starting po~t, as being a nearer and a better outlet than going 
round by Shetland. 

I need scarcely add, that I am a volunteer for this service, and I have no 
hesitation in pledging myself to reach Lancaster Sound, with the help of a 
steamer as far as Davis's Straits, if I sailed before the 17th of September. 

I shall not attempt to apologise for this trespass on your attention, aud trust 
that your candour will excuse my zeal in the cause of humanity, even if you 
disapprove of the step I have taken. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Ross, 
Captain, Royal Navy. 

No. 10 (B.) 
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No. 10 (B.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Sir John Ross, C.B., to Captain Hamilton, 
Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir 267, Strand, London, 27 November 1849. 
I AM'to request you will be pleased to inform the Lords Commissioners of the 

Admirally, that I am still a candid~te and volunteer for. the command. of any 
Expedition their Lordships may thmk proper to send Ill. se~rch of Sir John 
Franklin; that I am confident my slate of I~ealth a~d con~t~tutlOn are perfectly 
equal to that arduous undertaking; and that havmg orI~ma~ly been the on~y 
officer who had actuaJly made promises and arrangements with :SIr John Franklin. 
for !hat purpose, I humbly claim a preference to all other officers ~or that 
service. 

I beer to add, that my plans can be executed not only at one-fourth of the 
expens~, but with much g-reater efticie.ncy tha~ the recent unsu~cessful attempts 
made ostensibly for the gallant Frankhn and his devoted compamons. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John Ross, 
Captain in the Royal Navy. 

Enclosure to No. 10 (D.) 

PLAN proposed by Sir .fohn Ross to search for the Expedition under 
Sir John Franklill. 

PliELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

27 November 1840. 
I SHALL not trouble my Lords Cummissioners of the Admiralty with a detailed 

refutation of the published opinions given by the several officers in favour ofla~ge 
ships being employed in the Arctic regions, instead of small vessels, as the que~tlOn 
must now have been sufficiently decided by the recent failure of the" Enterprize , .. 
and" Investigator," proposed by them in the place of the four small vess.els 
recommended by me, which would have not only extended the search, and earned 
an equal quantity of provisions, but would have been more efficiently navigated 
with half the number of men, and at half the expense, while it would have saved 
the necessity of despatching the now missing ship with supplies, and at half the 
expense. And it is to be regretted that their Lordships were led, by those 
who \I'ere by them supposed to know what was best, into that unfortunate 
determination. 

But I ,mus~ b~g leave to state, and that too from experience, that C~ptaiD 
Beeche~ s objectIons to the use of a steam-vessel among ice, are totally Without 
fou~datlOn, and, could only have arisen from his consummate ignorance of the 
subJ,ect. My. little steam-vessel the "Victory" was fitted with paddle-wh.eels 
(which Captam Beechey never saw) of a peculiar construction for use among Ice; 
they could be taken entirely out of dangel' by two men in less than a minute, and 
the s,P0nsons! instead of endangering the vessel, contributed mainly to her ~afety, 
the Ice commg under them in a collision (which was ofte" the case In the 
" Victory"). assisted. the vessel in rising up \ to the pressure, instead of be~ng 
crushed by It~ on which mainly depends her safety. And the engine itself .b~IDg 
fixed totally mdependent of the straininO" of the vessel, can receive no lDJury 
:vhatever from the distortion of her frame.'" The only further observation I think 
It necess~ry to make is, tbat (page 46) Sir James Ross's assertion in ('ontradi~tion 
to Dr. Kmg, that" Barrow Strait was not ice-bound in 1832 " is a wilful mlsre­
prese~tation of the fact, and can be contradicted by Serjeant P~rk, of the E division 
?f.pohce, Robert Shreeve, of Lower Seymour-street, and Thomas Abernethy; and 
It IS .also tn~c, that on tbat year, and seyeral others, no ship could get up B~r,row 
St~,uts for Ice, where, at length, he hImself found it unnavigable. Provl~lons 
being already stored at Whaler Point the followinO' vessels only will be requlrefl, 
the expense of which, the sale of the'; Enterprize "::>and " Investigator," which are 

only. 
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only fit for employment in the whale fishery, would more than cover. 
only remains to give the following brief 

It therefore Plans of Captain 
Sir .Tohn Ross, c. Il. 

OUTLIXE of Sir John Ross's PLAX. 

1. One of the two Port Patrick packets to be fitted nearly as the" Yictory " 
was, with an additional deck, paddles on Hobinson's plan, t'J be raised when 
required; the vessel to be doubled at the \\ater.line, and protected by plates of 
galvanized iron. 

2. One vessel of the description of the packets between Leith and London, of 
about 150 tons, doubled and protected as the steam-vessel. 

3. Sir John Ross's small yacht the" Mary," 11 ~ tons, also protected in like 
manner. 

4. The present engine on board the steamer being quite sufficient, no material 
alteration is reqnired, and the expense of the whole would be comparatively 
moderate. The crew of the steamer would be 25, and that of the sailing' vessel 12, 
including officers; the yacht would be towed oul. 

(signed) John Ross, 
Captain, Royal 1\"u\',\" 

Enclosure to No. 10 (B.) 

Sir F B:s REPORT upon enclosed Letter. 
17 December. 

WHATEVER may have been urged to the contrary, I have no hesitation in here 
repeating my full belief that steam is the only means by which we can make sure 
of reaching in a single season, through Lancaster Sound, the position of the 
"Erebus " and" Terror," and thereby, of either relieving their crews, or discovering 
their fate; for steam alone can take advantage of every transient opening in the 
ice, or quickly avoid the approaching dauger of closing fields. Steam alone can 
press forward, regardless of securing a retreat; it can select places of immediate 
refuge, search every narrow and winding channel, and persevere in the olle leaJitJ~ 
object without anxiety or fear. I do, therefore, heartily and earnestly approve 
of furnishing with that powerful arm any expedition intended fOl' the eastern 
entrance to those seas; and though I should prefer Eriesson's detached propellcr, 
yet the mode suggested by Sir John Ross would, I dare say, answer the desircd 
purpose. 

With regard to Sir John Ross, he is well acquainted with the mana!,!cment of 
steam; he possesses a singularly hardy constitution; he has acquired much dear­
bought experience in the ice, is full of inventive resources, and would fcel a de;rrcL 
of pride in carrying out this his favourite scheme. 

F. B. 

No. 10 (C.) 

Con of a LETTER from Captain Sir John Ross, c.n., to the Rigllt Honourable 
Sir Francis T. Baring, Bart. 

Dear Sir Francis, 267, Strand, 10 J unuary 1850. 
I BEG leave to send herewith a description of a vessel building at Aberdeen, 

which would answel' as a second vessel to the steamer in eastern expedition, and, I 
think, save some expense. 

I also beg to call your attention to the extract of a letter from ?III'. Severight, thc 
master of a whaler at Peterhead, who is the brother of a person at Wool ;\,ich that 
I employed to ask aLout men. I am sure it is of great importance to secure 
them; I know they will volunteer for me if immediately applied to; but the time 
has now arrived when they engage for a whaling voyage. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) Jolm Ross. 

107. p Enclosure 
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Enclosure to No. 10 (C.) 

DESCRIPTION of a Clipper Brig, now almost ready for launching at the 
Building Dock, Aberdeen. 

Lena-th of keel and fore-rake 104 feet ~:'; inches. 
Extr~me breadth 23 " 5~ " Depth of hold _ 14 " I 

Tonnage 199 tons, new measurement. " 

Clipper built, to sail fast, can be got ready immediately, fully equipped. 
strengthened and fortified for service in the Arctic regions, with masts, sails, ropes, 
anchors and cables. Price 2,950 t . 

• Y. B.-This vessel is built for the Provost of Aberdeen, and cannot be excelled 
for beauty of mould and quality of workmanship, and will, no doubt, be a first. 
rate sailing craft. 

Her draft of water loaded will be nine feet. 
(signed) R. Rettie. 

JlclIl.-1 am of opinion, that the purchase of this vessel for the Expedition in 
search of Sir John Franklin would be more economical than strengthening an old 
vessel, as well as being more efficient. 

(signed) John Ross. 

Respecting the crews: the following answer to my inquiries on the subject 
has been received from ::\Ir. Severight, of the" Pacific" whaler:-

" There is a set of the finest young men that I have ever seen in this place, and 
I know would volunteer, if wanted, as they have already been inquiring of me; 
but if men of good qualification is wanted, you would require to make early 
application, as a great many of them will be engaging in the whalers. I have no 
doubt but you will get the pick of the men; but the sooner you apply the better. 
Mention the terms. I shall do all I can to assist Sir John Ross, &c. 

(signed) " S. Ale,mnder Severight." 

N. B.-~Ir. Severight is a volunteer, as ice master; he has been 30 voyages to 
Davis's Straits. 

Ko. 10 (D.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Sir John Ross, c. n., to Captain Hamilton. 

Dear Sir, Wednesday. 
PRA y be so kind as to mention to Admiral Dundas, or some of their Lordships, 

that unless I have very soon authority to secure the services of the 25 fine fellows 
t,hat have volunteered for me at Peterhead to serve in the eastel'll expedition, I 
fear I shall lose the~, a~ the time has now arrived that they engage in the 
whalers, and that I tlunk It of the utmost importance that their services should be 
immediately secured, and you will much oblige 

Yours very truly, 
(signed) John Ross. 

~0.1O (E.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Sir John Ross. c. B., to John Parker, Esq., 
Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, 267, Strand, 14 January 1850. 
HERE~\'ITH y~u will receive enclosure, No.1, being" The Outline of a Plan 

of affordmg Rehef to the Expedition under Command of Sir John Franklin from 
the ~astwar~, by way of Baffin's Bay," and, No.2, "Being a Statement of my 
peculIar Clalm~ fO~,the Command of the Vessels that may be employed on that 
Important ServICe ; an~ I. am to request that you will be pleased to lay the same 
before my Lords CommIssIOners of the Admiralty. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Ross, 
Captain, R.N. 

Enclosure 
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By Captain Sir John Ross. 

OUTLINE of a PLAN for affording Relief to the Expedition under the Command of 
Sir John Franklin, from the Eastward, or by the \Vay of Baftin's Day. 

As vessels destined to navigate the Arctic Seas must necessarily be cxpo~ed tll 
the collision of fields of ice, which are frequently set in motion by the Iyinds, tide:,­
and cUrFents; and as it is evident (as, indeed, most fully proved Juring my late 
voyage), that small vessels can not only withstand more pressure than large ships, 
which have hitherto been employed, as they ,,-ill rise to the pressure of the ice, 
but are also less obnoxious to injury from drawing less water than the ice, which 
by grounding first on rocks or shoalti over which they are often inevitably carried, 
the bottom of the small vessel is safe, while the large one is wrecked, as in the 
case of the" Fury," in IS2.t. Again, any damage done to a smal1 vessel is easily 
repaired, as by running, at high water, on the beach, inside of a large piece of ice 
(called an ice harbour), which is to be found every where, the tide (that there ebbs 
nine feet) would leave the vessel dry. That could not be the case with a large 
ship. It follows, therefore, that small vessels, carrying an eq lIal quantity of pro­
visions for the number of their crews, as large ships do for their number, mllst be 
the best to employ on this occasion, particularly as there is already a large depot 
of provisions and stores at Leopold Harbour; and the Expedition for the relief of 
that under the command of Sir John Franklin should consist of three swall vessels 
drawing under nine feet. 

1st. A small steam-vessel, such as the "Asp," lately a Port Patrick Packet of 
112 tons burden, and 50-horse power; she should be strengthened, and rose upon 
five feet (as was my late vessel the" Victory"), to enable her to carry a sufficient 
quantity of fuel, and to have the paddle-wheels made to trice up clear of the ice 
when necessary. She should have a crew of 2.t men, including the captain, 
officers, engineer, stokers, &c. 

2dly. A small clipper brig, such as the" Isla," of Aberdeen, of 11 g tOllS (a 
description of which is annexed), with a crew of 1-l, including the officers, so that 
the whole number employed in the Expedition would be :H. The price of the 
" Isla," fortified, and ready for use, is 1,100 l. 

3dly. My own yacht, the "Mary," of 12 tons, as a retreat vC!ssel: "he i, 
strongly built of mahogany, but will require a little fortifying. She is tlte same 
vessel I navigated, in very bad weather, from Stockholm to London, in lS-l6, and 
is now in the Royal Dock-yard, at \Yoolwich. She would be towed out, as we did 
a vessel of the same size in May last Expedition, and requires no crew. 

These vessels being fitted and stored in the usual way, should leave England in 
~a:r, make the passage to the ice under sail, and reserve the steam for the 
mtrIcate passages among the ice. 

The Expedition should first touch at Lupley, in Greenland, and there procure 
two Danish interpreters, who speak the Danish and the Esquimaux langlla~-ei>, 
and also some sledge dogs. Then call at Leopold's Harbour, and from thence 
proceed to the Western Cape of Wellington Channel, where, probably, the fint 
mtelligence of Sir John Franklin may be found; and, subsequently, according to 
circumstances, proceed to visit the headlands between it and Melville Island. 

If it is found necessary to proceed to Banks' Land, the retreat vessel" Mary," 
should he hauled up at Winter Harbour, and left with nine months' provision, 
fuel and ammunition, which would secure the ultimate safety, both of our own 
crew and any that may be found alive of the missing Expedition. 

I~. no intelligence of Sir John Franklin's Expedition is found at the different 
posItIons in Barrow's Straits, small parties, consisting of an officer and two men, 
must be detached in every direction likely to find the missin~ ships, on small 
sledges, constructed in the form of boats of " gutta percha," which would be 
capable of overcoming every difficulty better than those hitherto used, as dogs 
c~n easily draw small sledges, but not large ones. Lastly, it is necessary ~mme­
dlately to secure the services of the seamen who have been brought up 111 the 
~hale fishery, 25 of whom have volunteered to serve under my command :. ~nd it 
1S of the greatest importance they should be secured. They are now waltmg at 
Peterhead for my answer. 

I am decidedly of opinion, that with the plan I have suggested, I coulrl perforJ? 
107. P 2 thiS 

No. 10. 
Plans of Captain 
Sir John Ross, <.:. B. 
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Plan;:~C~p~~in this important service during the summer and au!umn months; and I have. no 
Sir John Ross, c. B. hesitation in pledging my word, tha~ I shall. return m October. next, after havmg 

decided the fate of Sir John Franklm and hIS devoted compamons. 

(signed) John Ross. 

DESCRIPTIO:N of the Clipper Brig "Isla," now for Sale at Aberdeen. 

BRIG" Isla" 119 new, ] 43 old, tons measurement. Doubled and fortified for 
a voy'age to Davi~' Straits in .1845; had. a large re~air this spring, class £. in 
Lloyd's Register; well found m stores, salls fas~, and IS well known to be a han~y 
craft; draugllt of water, in ballast, 7. feet ? mches, 10a~ed 10 feet. She will 
carry 200 tons. The 'price is ~,.100 t., mcludmg masts, salls, anchors and stores. 
Ready for sea, exceptmg provlSlons. 

(signed) R. Rettie. 
Aberdeen, 31 December 1849. 

Jlfemorandum.-Of the claims of Captain Sir John Ross for the command of 
the Eastern Expedition for the relief of Sir John Franklin. 

1st. As senior officer employed in the Arctic seas. 
2dly. The only office l' who actually promised to search for Sir John Franklin 

in the event of his not returning in 18-1:7. 
3dly. Having had communication with Sir John Franklin, touching the positions 

in which he may be found. 
4thly. Being acquainted with the Danish language, and by procuring a Dane 

at Greenland, who speaks the Esquimaux language, he will be most likely to gain 
intelligence of the missing ships. 

f)thly. Being perfectly acquainted with navigation by steam, which is indis­
pensable.-[ Sec his publication on that subject]. 

6thly. Has a constitution extremely well adapted to the climate. 
7thly. Having' been six years Consul in Sweden, is well acquainted with 

sledging on snow and ice. 
8thly. Dr. John Lee has promised to lend him the astronomical instruments he 

formerly lent to Colonel Cheeney on the survey of the Euphrates, and also an 
excellent five-foot telescope. 

9thly. The men who have volunteered at Peterhead will serve under no other 
officer but Sir John Ross. They are aJl men who have served in the whale 
I1shery. 

(signed) John Ross, 
Captain, Royal Navy. 

No. 10 (F.) 

REPORT of Rear.Admiral Sir Francis Beaufm·t, K.C. B., Hydrographer of the 
Admiralty. 

18th January.-Sir F. Beaufort to report. 
" Being thoroughly convinced that nothing but a steam· vessel will ever be able 

to ad.vance through the Arctic Sea to any considerable distance, or to retreat with 
certamty, the proposal of Sir John Ross to employ one of the Port Patrick steamers 
appears to be good if she can be sufficiently fortified, and if the paddle-wheels can 
be made to elevate with instant facility. 
. "All his suggestions, indeed, are prudent, and the whole plan excellent, if he 
IS really able and willing to carry it into execution. 

" F. B." 

No. 10 (G.) 

COPY of a LETTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to 
Captain Sir John Ross, c. B. 

Sir, . Admiralty, 22 January 1850. 
HAVI~G laId before ~y Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter or 

the 14th Instant, enclosmg the outline of a plan of affording relief to the Expe­
dition 
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KO.I0. 
-dition under command af Sir John Franklin by way of Baffin's Bay, and a statement Plans of Captain 
of your claims for the command of the vessels that may be employed on that im- Sir John nIJS~, r. B. 

portant service, I am commanded by their Lordships to acquaint you, that further 
search from the eastward has not yet been determined on. 

My Lords, therefore, are not prepared to sanction any arrangements that you 
might have been desirous of entering upon with a view to the future; yet, as they 
would be glad to be provided with those views in detail in the event of a further 
Expedition being equipped, their Lordships, without in any way binding them­
selves to employ you in such service, would, at the same time, wish you to furnish 
them with a complete (proximate) estimate of the whole expense of such an 
Expedition as the one you have proposed to their Lordships. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) lV. A. B. Hamilton. 

~o. 10 (H.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Captain Sir John Ross, c. B., to Captain Hamilton. 

Sir, 2G7, Strand, London, 2-1 January 1850. 
I HA VR to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the :l:ld instant, Ly 

which 1 am informed, that, having laid mine of the 14th instant before their 
Lordships, you are commanded to acquaint me, that though not yet prepared to 
sanction any arrangements, with a view to the future, yet they would be glad to be 
provided with those views in detail, in the event of a further Expedition being' 
equipped, and that their Lordships, without in any way binding themselves to 
employ me on such service, would, at the same time, wish me to furnish them with 
a complete (proximate) estimate of the whole expense of such an Expedition as the 
one I have proposed to their Lordships; and, according to their Lordships' desire, 
I have the honour to enclose a detailed statement of the whole expense of such an 
Expedition, which I calculated as to the expenses of completing the three ves~elg 
I have named, ready for sea, from the opinions of sp.veral sbip- builders, and as to 
the stores and provisions from the expenses of the " Victory" discovery ship in 
1829 j and as most of those articles are much reduced in price since that time, I 
have no doubt that my estimate will be found to be rather above than below the 
truth. 

I beg leave to add, that I am confident it is of almost vital importance to the 
success of an eastern Expedition for ihe relief of that under Sir John Franklin, that 
the seamen brought up in the whale fishery (2i> of whom have volunteered at 
Peterhead), should be immediately secured, as tbe time has now arrived when 
they usually engage for the whaling voyage, and after they are gone it will be 
impossible to obtain a crew so efficient. 

In conclusion, I have to request you will be pleased to assure their Lordships, 
that I am perfe€tly able, as well as willing, to undertake this arduous service; 
and I am confident that during next summer, if I am honoured with the command, 
I shall, under Providence, be completely successful in deciding the fate of the 
gallant Franklin and his devoted companions. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) John Ross, 

Captain, Royal Navy. 

Enclosure to No. 10 (H.) 

A COMPLETE (proximate) ESTUJATE of the whole EXPENSE of an EXPEDITION proposed to 
be equipped for the RELIEF of the EXPEDITION under the Command of Sir Joltn Franklin 
by the Eastern Route. 

£. s. d. 
1. The expense of fortifying and raising another deck on Her Majesty';; 

steam-vessel" Asp," estimated by several builders * - 1 ,000 
2. The expense of converting the paddle-wheels on Robinson';; plan, SO 

that they could be raised up clear of the ice at pleasure 1 00 
3. The 

• Messrs. Fletcher, Ditchburn, Chatfield and Peel. 
P3 
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::;!r John Hoss, c. G. 
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3. The price of the 8ecoad vessel, the "Isla," now for sale at Aberdeen, 
completely fortified and ready for sea, with anchors and cables -

4. Spare sails for both vessels - - -
5. Expense of fortifying the yacht" Mary" -

6. Estimate of the expense of warm clothing for the crews of both ships, 
consisting of 36 officers and men: 

36 
36 
7:2 
72 

£. 
1,100 

400 
20 

s. d .. 

Flushing jacket,; -
Monkey jackets -
Reel ~hilts -
Flw;hill~ trowsers 
Swandown drawers 
'Yadmill h05e, pairs 
Gutta percha ~hoes 
Scotch caps 

72 
72 estimated at 90 

Pair~ of mitt~ 
Comf()rtable~ 
Norwegian Lapland clothing, 12 suits 

72 
36 

36 

lV.B.-The ;\"01'11 ,·:.:ian Lapland clothing can he procured by 
Consul-general L. R. Crowe, at Christiana, and is l1e('~~sarv for 
sledging partie;.;. • 

7. Boats\\'ain'~ stores: 
'''hale line,;, 60, l:W fathoms each 
Buab, 8, 1:2 cutters in expo - -
lluat- of gutta percha, 4, for sledge~ 
Ice-anchor", 24, of ~ize~ 
1cI'-ax['s, 1:2 
Il'I'-~a\\"~, l~ 
IC(>-'l'['ar~, 12 
Ice-poles and hooks, 21 
Harpoons, 10 
"'hale-lances, 20 -
D'·I·p-.'t'a clanners, 4 -
Deep-sea leads, 4; 2 of 100 Ibs., 2 of 50 Ibs. -
Blubber and chopping knives, 10 - -
elma-, 400, from 1'10-. 2 to 8 
Broom,.; and brushes, 20 

s. Carpenter\ 5tor(> : 

Fral1ll:~ to two hulls, 2, each 2~ by 12 
~-inch board, 500, of fir - -
~-inch board, 500 " 
I-inch board, 400 " -
Other jJil'l:(,~, for repair in boats 500 
Elm boards, I-inch, 200 -'-
Elm boards, ~-inch. 200 
l\" ails, boat, I) Ib~. 10,000 
l\" ail..;, boat, 8 Ibs. 5,000 
l\"ad~, boat, 11) Ibs. 500 
Four~penll~" three-penny, two-penny, 22-oz. 

nalb,II),OOI) - - _ _ _ _ 

Oakum, rosin, pitch and tar, 2 casks of each _ 
SI.(·d;:,·-, \1 ith gutta percha runners, 12 _ _ 
" hlTls for ~ledges, ~ pair 
S!JU\ ,>l~, ::11 - - _ 
Sh"d lead, 100 Ibs. 
Sheet copper, 100 Ibs. _ 

9. Gunner's ,tore" : 
GUll', 12-pounders, 4 - _ _ _ -
Gunpowder for th~m, 10 cases, and cartridges _ 
Gunpowder, fine, for them 6 cases 
Sh,,~ for the 12-pounders, 500 _ 
Canister, 500 
Sky-rockets, 1,000 
Blue lights, 1,000 _ _ 
l\Iu,ket-, or fowlino--pieces 36 
Small shot, of sizes~ 50 bag~ _ 
Pistols, 1::, and balls 
Cutlasses, 2~ _ 
Boarding pikes, 24 

£. 123 
4 12 

36 
4 8 
4 4 
2 8 

10 4 
I 10 
7 
I) 

~ 5 
2 !) 

1[,0 
2 

----
£.20 

326 
434 
434 
4 13 9 
2 13 4 
2 10 
1 5 

I 
4 

10-: 
2 
1 
1 
5 

£.20 
20 
10 

5 
5 

10 
5 

40 
40 
12 
12 

6 

17 6 
2 9 

10 
9 

17 
2 

-

30 

160 

573 11 

53 1 6 

175 

10. Engineer's. 
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10. Engineer's stl)res: 
A small forge, 1, and tools -
Tallow, 1 ton 

£.17 4 -
£. s. d. Plans of CaLJtain 

Sir John It,;,s, c. n. 

Oil, gallons, 500 -
Bar iron, 100 Ibs. 
Bolt iron, 100 Ibs. 

40 
86 5 

105 

8 -
---- 144 - -

RECAPITULATION of the whole (proximate) Expense. 

No. 1 
No.2 
No.3 
No.4 
No. 5 
l\" o. 6 
No.7 
No.8 
No.9 
No. 10 

£. s. d. 
1,000 

100 
1,100 

400 

(signed) 

2U -
UO 
543 12 -

53 1 (j 

Ii:; 
144 

J olm Ross, 
Captain, n.N. 

ESTL'lIATE of Provisions for Two Years. 

Bread 
Flour, for bread 
Beef, in 8-lb. pieces -
Pork, in 6-1b. pieces 
Flour - -
Suet 
Raisins -
Cocoa 
Sugar 
Peas 
Oatmeal­
Barley -
Wine 
Spirits 
Vinegar -
Tobacco 
Lemon juice -
Sugar for ditto 
Candles 
Molasses 
Coals 
Edwards' potatoes . -
Preserved meats -

- 14,000 Ibs. 
- 14,000 " 

3,000 " 
- 10,000 " 
- 24,000 " 

;3,000 " 
2,000 " 

- 10,000 " 
- 15,000 " 

300 bushels 
300 " 
300 " 
300 gallons 
IjOO " 

1,200 " 
4,000 " 

- 10,000 11s. 
- 10,000 " 
- 10,000 " 

6,000 " 
200 tons 

10 " 
10 

" 

- - Estimate of expense of 
provisions for two years for 
36 men, beill!S about the 
rate of 2 s. per man per 
day-

£. s. d. 

1,200 

120 
40 

200 

Expenses carried on -
1,.'160 

- 3,655 12 (; 

GRAND TOTAL - £. :;,215 12 I. 
Being for the three vessels in fitting, stores and provisions for two years. 

(signed) John Ross, 
Captain, R.N. 

P4 No. 10 (I.) 
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~o. 10 (1.) 

COpy of SUPPLE~IENTAL LETTER from Captain Sir John Ross, c. n., to his 
Letter of the 24th January 1850, to Captain Hamilton. 

Dear Sir, Friday. 
I FORGOT to mention in my estimate yesterday, that I did not mention astro" 

nomical instruments, because Dr. John Lee had offered to lend me those which 
Colonel Cheeney had on the Survey of the Euphrates, and which he has had put 
into perfect good order on purpose. 

I have one chronometer of my own, and several makers will send some with me 
on trial, for the sake of my report, so that a barometer, and a few thermometers, 
will be all I want, of which the Admiralty have plenty. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John Ross. 

P.8.-1 forgot to mention that I have in my estimate charged f()r only two 
tons of fresh preserved meats, which are intended for the crew, the others being 
for depots at different parts of the COClst, and also, that I was not able to get the 
expense of medicines. 

(signed) J.R. 

No. 10 (K.) 

REPORT from Captain Sir B. 11-. Walka, K. c. B., Surveyor of the Navy, on the 
Communication from Captain Sir John Ross, c. n., 1st February 1850; and 
also, from Captain Ellice, Comptroller of Steam Machinery. 

Admiralty, 31 January 1850. 
l\Iessrs. Edyc and \Vatts to report on the enclosed letter from Sir John Ross, 

as far as relates to this department. 

\" e beg to state as follows:­
(signed) B.W.W. 

I st. There is no doubt that the sum of 1,000 l. would defray the expense of 
raisiIl 6' a deck on the" Asp ;" but the state of the vessel, as to age and stability, 
to support such a deck, is doubtful. 

2d. As reganis the paddle-wheels, that subject is for the report of the steam 
d epartmell t. 

3d. The sum of 1,100 I. for the purchase of the "Isla," as to her valuation, 
c~n only be known by an inspection of her size, state, &c., no particulars being 
glyen. 

4th. The Y<tIue of the sails also can only be ascertained by the number, size 
alld description being explained. 

5th. -With respect to the expense of fortifying the "Mary" yacht, it will be 
necessary that her size and state should be known. 

(signed) 

No. 80, February 1st. 

JIlO Edye. 
Iuwc 1-Vatls. 

Having called upon my ass~stants to report on the enclosed papers from Captain 
Sir John Ross, I J:>eg t~ submit the same for their Lordships' information, observ-­
ing that I concur III their remarks. 

No. ~19. 
(signed) B. lV. Walker. 

The cost ,o~ altering the paddle-wheels of the ,t Asp," as proposed by Sir John 
Ross, for ralslIlg them above the ice, would, in my opinion, amount to about 
100 I. 

(signed) A. Ellice. 

-No. 11.-
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-No. 11.-

DR. M' Cormick's PLAN of a BOAT EXPEDITION in Search of Sir Jolm Franklin's 
Arctic Expedition. 

A. to D. 

No. 11 (A.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Doctor M'G'o1'1hick to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 

11, Craven-street, Strand, 
Sir, 2-l April 1·'-l-l9. No. 11. 

I HAVE the honour to submit the accompanying outline of a plan of a Boat Dr. M'Cormick's 
Expedition in search of Captain Sir John Franklin's Expedition, for the consider- Plan of a Beat 
ation of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and request you will be Expedition. 

pleased to take an early opportunity of laying the same before the Board. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) R. 1'rf' Cormick, 
Surgeon, R.N. 

Enclosure to No. II (A.\ 

OUTLINE of a Plan of a Boat Expedition in Search of Sir John Franklin's 
Expedition. 

HER Majesty's ship" North Star," recently commissioned for the purpose of 
taking out an additional supply of provisions to Lancaster Sound, for the use of 
the arctic ships now absent, offers so favourable an opportunity for making another 
effort to ascertain the fate of Sir John Franklin's Expedition, and that, too, without 
in any way impeding the particular service in which the "North Star" is to be 
employed, or even involving the necessity of that ship's wintering in the ice; 

I feel it my duty, as an officer who has been employed in former Expeditions, 
and devoted many years past to the subject of Polar discovery, to suggest, that 
Jones' and Smith's Sounds, at the bead of Baffin's Bay, should be carefully 
examined by a Boat Expedition; but more especially the former, it being' the first 
opening north of the entrance to Lancaster Sound. 

These openings to the Polar Sea, although most important ones, still remain 
unexplored, not coming within the sphere of search of any of the Expeditions at 
present employed in those seas. That they are important ones, I need only quote 
the opinion entertained by Colonel Sabine, one of the best authorities Oil this 
subject, 1rho states, in a letter to the Admiralty, that" it was Sir John Franklin's 
intention, if foiled at one point, to try in succession all the probable openings into 
a more navigable part of the Polar Sea. The range of coast is considerable in 
which memorials of the ships' progress would have to be sought for, extending 
from Melville Island, in the west, to the Great Sound, at the head of Baffin's 
Bay, in the east." The same authority told Lady Franklin, that Sir John 
Franklin mentioned to him, that if he were baffled in eyery thing else, he might 
perhaps look into the Sounds north of Baffin's Bay before he returned home. 

The intense anxiety and apprehension now so generally entertained for the 
safety of Sir John Franklin, and the crews of the" Erebus " and" Terror ,. under 
his command, \I ho, if still in exi~teIlce, are now passing through the severe ordeal 
of a fourth winter in those inclement regions, imperatively calls for every available 
effort to be made for their rescue from a lJosition so perilous; and as long as one 
possible avenue to that position remains ullsearched, the country will not feel 
satisfied that every thing has been done which perseverance an~ experience can 
accomplish to dispei the m~stery which at present surrcunds thell' fate. 

)07. Q The 
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Plan of a Boat 
Expedition. 
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The plan I propose is neither difficult or expensive. in the accomplishment. 
Jones' Sound is within the short distance of about 100 mdes of Lancaster's Sound 
and Smith's Sound; is scarcely as much farther north of Jones' Sound. The 
" North Star" ought to arri ve there about the beginning of August, which month, 
with part of September, would leave nearly two of t.he best months ~f t~e ye.ar for 
the examination of one or both these Sounds to their probable termmatlOn III the 
Polar Sea. Jones' Sound, with the Wellington Channel. on the west, may 
be found to form an island of the land called" North Devon." All pro­
minent positions on both sides of these Sounds should be searched for flag staves 
and piles of stones, under which copper cylinders or bottles may haye been 
deposited, containing accounts of the proceeding's of the missing Expedition; and 
if successful in getting upon its track, a clue would be obtained to the fate of our 
gallant countrymen 

The searching party should commence its return in time to reach the entrance 
of Jones' Sound at an appointed time and place, at which the" North Star" should 
be directed to call, after she had delivered her stores for the ships in Lancaster's 
Sound. The latter part of September would be early enough for her final dellar­
ture (so as to secure her from being beset for the winter), as that month is well 
knowil to be the best period of the year for navigating' Daffin's Bay. 

Having already twice volunteered my services to the Admiralty as long ago as 
the year 1847, to be employed in the general search for the lost Expedition, I need 
scarcely add how happy I shall be to conduct such a Boat Expedition as the one 
I have proposed. All that I should require for the performance of such a service 
would be an open boat-a whale boat would, perhaps, be the best, with a tent and 
~tO\'C, and the requisite equipment for her crew, six in number. 

And further, should it be found necessary to continue the search in the following 
YC:J]" r am ready to winter on the coast, in a log hut, supplied with sufficient fuel, 
provisions and elothing for the existence of my small party through a polar winter, 
or on hoard the "North Star, " should it ultimately be deemed desirable that 
vessel should remain out. 

Should this outline of my plan meet with approval, I am prepared to furnish a 
more detailed statement. 

11, Craven-street, 21 April 1849. 
(signed) 

No. ] 1 (B.) 

R. M'Cormick, 
Surgeon, R.N. 

CoPY of a LETTER from Dr. M' Cormick to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

. 11, Apsley Cottages, Twickenham-green, 
SII', 1 January 1850. 

MAY I r~quest that you will ~e pleased to lay before my Lords Commissioners 
o~ the Admlralt.Y: the ~ccompanymg plan of a Boat Expedition, in search of Captain 
Slf John Franklin, With the offer of my services to conduct it. 

Together with the enclosed copy of a letter from Captain Sir Edward Parry 
(under whos.e command I had the honour to serve in the attempt to reach the 
North Pole l~ the year 182i, reporting strongly in favour of my plan of search 
by .boats, which I had the honour to submit for their Lordships' consideration last 
spnng). 

I have had much experience in icy reaions both north and south havinO' served 
'hl A 'E d' b' , I:> ll1 t e ate ntarctlc xpe itlOn. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. M'Cormick, 

P. S.- I have also submitted my plan of a Boat 
Coppermine River, for the year 1847. 

Surgeon, R.N. 

Expedition, by way of the 

(signed) R.M'C. 

Enclosure )D.) 
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Enclosure 1, in No. 11 (B.) 

Walpole Lynn, Norfolk, 
Dear M'Cormick, 18 April 1849. 

I NEED scarcely say that I greatly admire the zeal which has prompted you to 
propose an additional plan for obtaining information respecting Sir John Franklin's 
Expedition, and that I consider any proposition coming from one so well 
acquainted with the polar regions as yourself well worthy of attention, more 
especially when you offer your own services in putting it into execution. 

I will now give you my deliberate opinion as to the utility and practicability 
of the plan you have submitted to me. 

There can be no d01lbt as to the importance, and, considering our increasing 
anxiety respecting Sir John Franklin, I could almost say the necessity, of 
examining the various Sounds and Inlets between Lancaster's Sound and the head 
of Baffin's Bay. 

More especially, as Jones' Sound is said to have been recently entered by a 
whaler, and found to extend a considerable distance to the westward. 

Among the probabilities to which we are now driven, there is none more likely 
than that Sir John Franklin may have tried some one of those inlets, after failing 
in Lancaster's Sound. 

Then, as to your plan of effecting this examination, I am decidedly of opinion 
that, so long as the summer rema.ins open, by which I mean until young ice 
begins to form a serious impediment in shore, there is more to be done by a well­
equipped boat than in any other way; both as regards certainty of progress and 
actual safety, more is to be done in close examination in a boat than in a ship, as 
I hU\'e more than once f\.lund by experience. 

Two questions then arise-
1st. What time would you have for effecting this object, supposing you 

went out in the ,. North Star "? 
2d. What prospect of securing your retreat, or of wintering in safety? 

I am decidedly of opinion that the " Korth Star" cannot for one moment be 
permitted to go out of her course (i. e. to be diverted from her main object of 
delivering provisions to the "Investigator," in order to land any resources for 
you at the mouth of Lancaster's Sound, much less at any place to the northward 
of it). 

I am more and more confident that the" North Star" will have little or no 
time left after delivering her stores (which is no easy job), and if she has, we 
have proposed that she shall be employed under Captain Bird to carry 011 the 
search; so that either in the case of her coming home thi" year or not, you 
could get no help from her; none, I mean, independently of her delivering of 
stores to the" Investigator," or in such other place as circumstances may render 
necessary as the general depot for Sir James Ross's Expedition. 

It is therefore perfectly clear to my mind, that your prospect of being' provided 
for during the winter must depend upon yoUI' reaching t.he "Investigator," or 
some known depot of provisions, either at Port Leopold, or some point on the 
south shore of Lancaster's Sound, before the winter sets in. I feel confident that 
if you trust to any other resource, you will be disappointed. 

It follows, then, in my view, that you must leave the "North Star" at the 
entri:lnce of Lancaster's Sound with what your boat will stow, and that you must 
return in time to some known depot of provisions, independently of anything to 
be lipecially deposited for yon, for it is impossible for the" North Star" to execute 
a third object this season. 

If, therefore, the "Korth Star" should succeed in reaching Lancaster's Sound 
(as I once did) in the early part of August, you might do a great deal in the six 
weeks following, and secure your own retreat; if much later, you could do so much 
the less, and perhaps incur so much the greater risk. 

These are my general views, and I do not entertain them lightly. 
Upon the \\ hole, I ;io think it would be worth while to let you have a boat to 

make the attempt; this would cost little, in any way, even if it failed, and I 
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should be glad to see so much ardour as you possess employed in this humane 
and noble cause. 

I have, &c. 

R. M'Cormick, Esq. (signed) W. E. Parry. 

Enclosure 2, in No. II (B.) 

'\IE'llORA:-;Du~r enclosed in Dr. j}l'CoJ'mick's Letter of I January 1850. 

I~ the month of i\ pril last, I laid before my Lorus Commissioners of the Ad­
miralty a plan of search for the missiug Expeditio,n, under the ,comman~ ?f 
Captain Sir John Franklin, hy means of a Boat Expedition up Jones and Smith s 
Sounds, volunteering myself to conduct it.. . . 

In that plan I stated the reasons which had mduced ,me to dlre~t my a~ten!lOn 
more especially to the openings at the head of Baffin s Bay, which at tne time 
'Icn' not included within the general scheme of search. 

\Vellinoton Channel, however, of all the probable openings into the Polar Sea, 
possesses 1he highest degree of interest, a~d the exploration ?f whi.ch. is of para­
mount importance, I should most unquestIOnably have comprIsed wlt,hm 1l1~: plan 
of search, had not Her :\Iajesty's ships " Enterprize" and "Investlga~ol: bee.n 
employed at the time in Barrow's Straits for the e~press. purpose of ex.ammmg thiS 
inlet and Cape 'Valker, two of the most essential pomt!> of s,earch m the .'whole 
track of the " Erebus" and "Terror" to the westward; bell1g those POlllts at 
the very threshold of his enterprise, from which Sir John Franklin wuuld take 
his departure from the known to the unknown, whether he shaped a south-westerly 
cOlll'se from the latter, 01' attempted the passage in a higher latitude from the 
former point. 

The return of the Sea Expedition from Purt Leopold, and the overland one from 
the 1Iackenzie River, both alike unsuccessful in their search, leaves the fate of the 
gallant Franklin and his con1 panions as problematical as ever; in fact, the case 
stands precisely as it did tl\'O years ago; the work is yet to be begun; e\'erything 
remain, to be accomplished. 

In renewal of the search in the ensuing spring, more would be accomplished in 
hoats than in any other way, not only by Behring's Straits, but ti'om the eastward. 
}'or the difficulties attendant on icy navigation, which form so insuperable a barrier 
to the progress of ships, would be readily surmounted by boats; by means of which 
the coast line may be closely examined for cairns of stones, under which Sir John 
.Franklin would most indubitably deposit memorials of his prooress in all prominent 
positions, as opportunities might offer. 0 

The discovery of one of these mementos would, in all probability~ afford a clue 
that might lead to the rescue of our enterprising countrymen, ere another and 
sixth winter close in upon them, should they be still in existence; and the time 
has not yet arrived for abandoning hope. 

In renewing once more the offer of my services, which I do most cheerfully, 
I see no reason for changing the opinions I entertained last spring; subsequent 
events have only tended tu confirm them. I then believed, and I do so still, after 
a long and mature consideration of the subject, that Sir John Franklin's ships 
have been arrested in a high latit~de, and beset in the heavy polar ice northward 
of the Parry Islands, and that theIr probable course thither has been through the 
Welli!lgton Channel, or one of the Sounds at the northern extremity of Baffin's 
Bav. 

~rhis ap.pears to me to be t?e, only view of the case that can in any way account 
f?r the entire absence of.all tldmgs of them throughout so protracted a period of 
time (lInless all h.ave p:r,lshed by some sudden and overwhelming catastrophe). 

Isolated as th,elf pOSitIOn w~uld be under such circumstances, any attempt to 
reach the contment of Amenca at such a distance would be hopeless in the 
cxtre~e; and the mere chance of any party from the ships reaching the top of 
Baffin s Bay at the very moment of a whaler's brief aud uncertain visit would be 
~tte~ded with by f~r too great a risk to justify the attempt, fOl' failure would ensure 
mevltable destructlo~ to t,he w~lOle party; therefore their"only alternative would 
be to keep together 10 their ShIPS, should no disaster have happened to them, 

and 
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and by husbanding their remaining resources, eke them out with whatever wild 
animals may come within their reach. 

Had Sir John Franklin been able to shape a south-westerly course from Cape 
Walker, as directed by his instructions, the probability is, some intelligence of 
him wou!d hav.e reached this ~ountry ~re this (nearly five years having already 
elapsed smce his departure from It). PartIes would have been sent out from his ships, 
either in the direction of th~ coast of A.merica or Barrow's Straits, whiche\'er hap­
pened to be the most accessible. ~sqUlmaux would have been fallen in with, and 
tidings of the long absent ExpeditIOn have been obtained. 

Failing in penetrating beyond Cape Walker, Sir John Franklin would haye left. 
some notice of his future intentions on that spot, or the nearest accessible one to 
it; and should he then retrace his course for the \Y ellington Channel, the most 
probable conjecture, he \',ould not pass up that inlet without depositing a further 
account of his proceedings, either on the western or eastern point of the entrance 
to it. 

Therefore, should my proposal meet with their Lordships' approbation, I would 
most respectfully submit, that the party I have volunteered to conduct should be 
'landed at the entrance to the \Yellington Channel, or the nearest point attainable 
by any ship that their Lordships may deem fit to employ in a future search, con­
sistently with any other services that ~hip may haye to perform; and Ehould a 
landing he effected on the eastern side, I would propose commencing the search 
from Cape Riley or Beechey Island in a northerly direction, carefully examinill.L!: 
every remarkahle headland and indentation of the western coast of North Dcvoll 
for memorials of the missing Expedition; I would then cross over the \\' ellin~t()n 
Channel, and.continue the search along the northern shore of Cornwalli..; J-,;Jand, 
extending the exploration to the westward as far as the remaining portion of the 
season would permit, so as to secure the retreat of the party before the ",inter'l't. 
in, returning either by the eastern or western side of Cornwallis Island, a~ cir­
cumstances mi!rht indicate to be the most desirable at the time, after ascel'tainino­
the general extent and trending of the shores of that island. '" 

As, however, it would be highly desirable that Jones' Sound should not be 
omitted in the search, more especially as a \\ haler, last season, reached its entrance 
and reported it open, I would further propose, that the ship conveying' the 
exploring party out should look into this opening on Iter way to Lancaster's SOllnd, 
jf circumstances permitted of her doing so early in the season; and, if found to be 
free from ice, the attempt might be made by the Boat Expedition to push through 
it to the westward in this latitude; and should it prove to be an opening into the 
Polar Sea, of which I think there can he little doubt, a great saving of time and 
distance would be accomplished. Failing in this, the ship should be secured in 
some central position in the vicinity of the Wellington Channel, a'> a point d'appui 
to fall back upon in the search from that qllarter. 

(signed) R. Jl'Cormick. R. X. 

Twickenham, 1 January 1850. 

Enclosure 3, in No. 11 (B.) 

OUTLINE of a PLAN of an Overland Journey to the Polar Sea, by the Way of 
the Coppermine River, in Search of Sir John Franklin's Expedition, 1847. 

1F Sir John Franklin, guided by his instructions, has pa,ss~d through Ba!row's 
Straits, and shaped a south-westerly course, from the merI~:han of Cape ~Valker, 
with the intention of gaining the northern coast of the contment of AmerIca, and 
so passing through the Dolphin and Union Straits, along the shore of that con­
tinent, to Behring's Straits; 

His greatest risk of detention by the ice throughout this course would be 
found between the parallels of 74° and 69· north latitude,. and the meridians of 
100· and 110· west longitude, or, in other words, that portIOn of the North-west 
passage which yet remains unexplored, occupying th~ space betw:een the w~stem 
coast of Boothia on the one ~ide, an d the island or Islands formmg Banks and 
Victoria Lands on the other. 
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Should the" Erebus " and" Terror" have been beset in the heavy drift ice, 
or wrecked amono-st it and the broken land, which in all probability exists there,. 
whilst contending with the prevalent westerly winds in this. quarter; 

The Cnppermine River would decidedly offer the most. dlrec,t rout~ and nearest 
appfJ)ach to that portion of the Polar Sea, and, a~ter crossmg. COr?natlOn G~lf, the 
averao-e Lreadth of the Strait between the Contment and VictorIa Land IS only o 
about 22 miles. 

From this point a careful search should be commenced in the direction of 
Banks' Land; the intervening space between it and Victoria Land, occupying 
about 5 degrees, or littlp. more than 300 miles, could, I think, be accomplished 
in one sea;on, and a retreat to ",inter quarters effected before the winter set 
in. As the ice in the Coppermine River breaks up in June, the searching party 
ought to reach the sea by the beginning of August, which would leave two of the 
best months of the year for exploring the Polar Sea. viz. August and September. 

As it would be highly desirable that every available day, to the latest period 
of the season, should be devoted to the search, I should propose wintering on the 
coast in the vicinity of the mouth of the Coppermine River, wilich would also 
afford a favourable position from which to re-commence the search in the following 
spring, should the first season prove unsuccessful. 

Of course the object of such an Expedition as I have proposed is not with 
the view of taking supplies to such a numerous party as Sir John Frankiin has 
under his command; but to find out his position, and acquaint him where a depot 
of provi"ions would be stored up for himself and crews at my proposed winter 
quarters, where a party sllOuld be left to build a house, establish a fishery, and 
hunt for game, during the absence of the searching party. 

To carry out this plan efficiently, the Hudson's Bay Complflly should be 
requested to lend their powerful co-operation in furnishing guides, supplies of 
pemmican, &c., for the party on their route and at winter quarters. Without 
entering iuto detHils here, I may observe, that I should consider one boat, com­
bining the necessary requisites in her construction to fit her for either the river 
navigation or that of the shores of the Polar Sea, would be quite sufficient, with 
a crew one-half sailors, and the other half Canadian boatmen; the latter to be 
engaged at Montreal, for which place I would propose leaving England in the 
month of February. 

Should such an Expedition even fail in its main object, the discovery of the 
position of the missing ships and their crews, the long sought-for Polar Passage 
might be accomplished. 

Woolwich, 1847. (signed) R. 1I'l'Cormicn, R. N. 

No. 11 (C.) 

MEMORANDUM by the Hydrographer of the Admiralty on Dr. lJl'CoTmick's 
proposed Boat Expedition. 

DIL M'Cormick has shown so much heart and perseverance in urginO' his project 
for the relief of the" Erebus" and" Terror," that there can be no do~bt that he 
would exp.cute it with commensurate zeal and resolution; and though it does not 
appear to me that Jones' Sound or the Wellino-ton Channel are the most likel\' 
places to find those ships, yet in th.e fifth y~ar of their absence every place should 
be searched, and I theref~r~ submlt that this plan wonld cost but little, as a rider 
upon some other ExpeditlOll by the eastern ruute. If their Lordships should 
consent to Captain Penny's offer of proceedino tn Lancaster Sound in his whalino' 
vessel, perhaps the do,:tor might ~e despatched with him, according to the positio~ 
they mlght find occupIed by the Ice: they would be able to determine at which 
point of his proposed circuit it would be lUost prudent for him to land and they 
would arrange at what place he should be picked up. ' 

(signed) F. B. 

No. 11 
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No. 11 (D.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Dr. M'Corrnick to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

11, Apsley Cottages, Twickenham Green, 
Sir, 20 February 1850. 

I BEG leave to transmit herewith, for the approval of my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, a list of the crew, gear and provisions and clothing requisite 
for the equipment of the Boat Exped ition, which I have volunteered to cond net in 
search of Her Majesty's ships "Erebus" and" Terror," under the command of 
Captain Sir John Franklin. 

The boat J should prefer for this service would be one similar, in the materials 
of its constructi?n, to the boat used by Sir Edward Parry, in his attempt to reach 
the North Pole III the year 1827; but this I must leave to the superior judgment 
of their Lordships. The timbers in that boat were of tough ash and hickory, 
with Mackintosh's waterproof canvas, and oak and fir plankiug oVl'r all, and 
having a runner on each side of the keel shod with smooth steel. The boat I would 
propose should be built after the model of a whale-hoat, 25 feet in length and 
5 feet beam in the extreme breadth; the crew to consist of a petty office)') a car­
penter, and four able seamen. 

The route which I am the most desirous and anxious to follow is by the Wel­
lington Channel; so strongly impressed am I with the conviction, that it affords 
one of the best chances of crossing the track of the missing Expedition, for the 
reasons already stated in my plan, now under their Lordships' consideration. 

To carry out this plan efficiently, the boat should be dropped by the ship con­
veying the searching party out at the entrance to the Wellington Channel in 
Barrow Straits; from this point one or both sides of that channel and the northern 
shores of the Parry Islands might be explored as far west as the season would 
permit of. But should the ship be enabled to look into Jones' Sound, on her 
way to Lancaster's Sound, and find that opening free from ice, an attempt might 
be made by the Boat Expedition to push through it into the Wellington Channel. 
In the event, however, of its proving to be merely an inlet, which a short delay 
would be sufficient to decide, the ship might perhaps be in readiness to pick up 
the boat 011 its return, for conveyance to its ultimate destination through Lan­
caster's Sound; or as a precaution against any unforeseen separation from the ship, 
a depot of provisions should be left at the entrance to Jones' Sound for the boat 
to complete its supplies from, after accomplishing the exploration of this inlet, and 
to afford the means, if compelled from an advanced period of the season or (,ther 
adverse circumstances of reaching some place of refuge, either on board a wl!aler 
or some one of the depots of provisions on the southern shores of Barrow Straits. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. Jll'Cormick, R. N. 

------------
Equipmentfor the Boat. 

Boat's gear, awning, tarpaulings, &c. 
Carpenter's tools and vulcanised Indian rub-

ber for repairs. 
Six fowling-pieces and ammunition 
Arm chest and magazine. 
Harpoons and net. 
Compass, chronometer and quadrant. 
Thermometers and aneroid barometer. 
Box of stationery. 
Tent and Shnith's Orion belts. 
Halkett's boats (large and small sizes). 
Two ?fSir Edward Parry's sledges. 
CookIng apparatus, and knives, forks and 

spoons. 
Gutta percha cups and plates. 
Weighing dial and measures. 

Provisions. 
(~ations for each man per diem.) 

Pemmican - - - - - 12 oz. 
Preserved meats,8oupS and vegetables 12 " 

107. 

Provisions-continued. 
Biscuit 
Cocoa powder, sweetened 
Chocolate -
Tea 
Sugar -
Rum -
Tobacco 
Spirits of wine for fuel -

Clothing. 

- - lbs. 
- 1 OZ; 

- 1 " 
- -!" 
- 1 " 
- -£gill. 
- -! oz. 
- 1 pillt. 

Fur caps and south-westers, of each 7 no. 
Fur dresses for sleeping in - - 7 " 
Suits of pilot cloth - 7 " 
Cloth boots and moccassins - 14 pairs. 
Mittens and stout stockings - - 14 " 
Guernsey frocks and flannel shirts ] 4 " 
Flannel drawers and comforters - 14 " 
Blanket bags for sleeping in - - 7 " 

(signed) R.M'C. 

- Nu. 12.-' 
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-No. 12.-

LIEUTENANT Shera7'd Osboru's PLAN of a BOAT EXPEDITION in Search of 
Sir John Franklin's Arctic Expedition. 

(A. and B.) 

No. 12 CA.; 
COl'Y of a L ETTER from Lieutenant Sherard Osborn to the Right honourable 

Sir Francis T. Baring, Bart. 

Her Majesty's Steam Vessel" Dwarf," 
"\ly Lord, Cove of Cork, Ireland, 29 January 1849. 

1. FEELING a strong interest in the success a?d safety of the Polar Ex~edition 
under Sir John Franklin, as well as in the varIOUS measures adopted durmg the 
past yeal' to open a communication with his pa~ty ; , . 

~. I am induced, in furtherance of that object, to ofter my serVICes to lead a 
party in the summer of the present year from ~Iotham's Inlet, Kot~ebue So~~d,. 
(in Behring's Straits), across the American contment, towards the River Colville, 
which empties itself into the Arctic Ocean, in longitude 151 0 west; descend it, 
and examine the coast eastward to the mouth ::>1' the Mackenzie River, and ascend 
that river to winter at Fort Good Hope or Frankiin. 

3. \Ye should thus be certain of having that dangerous portion of the American 
continent between Harrison Bay and Ellice Island carefully examined, should any 
unforeseen obstacles be found by the party that has already started from the 
eastward. 

-I. Her ~lajesty's steamer at present in the Pacific might easily carry the 
proposed party to their starting point by the 1st of June, by embarking them at 
Panama, steaming to the Sandwich Islands, coaling and taking advantage of the 
\Iesterly winus, from thence northward; but should it be thQught too late in the 
season to atiempt to land a party so far to the northward, I would propose that 
the party start from the neighbourhood of Mount Elias, latitude 16° 141 north, and 
141 0 west longitude, strike across for the mouth of the Mackenzie River, trace 
the coast to Cape Anxiety in longitude j -IKO west; and in the event of nothing 
beill~ there found of Captain Franklin's party, to return to Hotham's Inlet before 
the winter set in, and there winter on board one of Her Majesty's vessels. 

ij. In 1850, if necessary, the sallIe party might return over/and to Cape Anxiety, 
and continue the examination of the coast towards Cape Barrow, takinO' care again 
to return to their wintering post before the month of October. 0 

G. By the enclosed track chart and notes, your Lordship will observe that the 
daily distance ~o be t~avelled by either of these proposed parties, in order to 
accomplIsh thelf task, IS remarkably small, and the whole distances far within what 
\Ias travelled bv either Franklin or Richardson. 

7. ,.'\s an unknown officer, I. feel much d!ffidence in thus craving your Lordship'S 
sanctIOn to ~\ step attend~d wltl~ so great a responsibility; but the importance of 
tl~e safe~y ot the Polar ExpedIt.lOn,. both i.n a professional and national point of 
~'Ie\\', mil, ~ trust, be fou~ld to JustIfy me III volunteering my willing aid towards 
Its accomplishme?t ; an~ If. a hearty confidence in my ability to overcome difficul­
tIes, ~nd a sanguille belIef III the success that 1\ ill attend the undertaking, be any 
proot of my ~ompetency t.o be e?trusted ""nh such a duty, your Lordship may rest 
assured that 1 shall not dlsappomt your expectations, 

~ .. For c~laracter and qualificati?ns I w,ould beg to refer your Lordship to Rear­
l~tllm~al Sir G. St;ymour, C<!ptal? R. Smart, K.II., Captain W. Warren, c. B., 

(aptam Burgess '" atson, l'. B., ". II. A. Morshead, c. B., and Captain Henry 
Broadhead, under all of whom I have served. 

I have, &c, 

(signed) Sherard Osborn, 

Lieut. Commanding. 

Enclosure 
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Enclosure to No. 12 CA.) 

PROPOSITIONS for Overland Parties from the Pacific Ocean to the Arctic Ocean 
in Search of Sir John Franklin's Expedition, by Lieutenant Sherard Osborn' 
commanding Her Majesty's Steam Vessel "Dwarf." ' 

THAT a party consisting of 12 persQns, as follows, 
1 Commissioned officer, 
I Subordinate officer, 
4 Seamen or marines, 
6 Men hired in the Russian settlements as guides or interpreters, 

be landed, equipped for an overland journey, carrying 50 days' provisions sledges 
dogs, and six of Lieutenant Halkett's cloak boats. " 

That either of the two following routes be adopted :_ 
To land in the immediate neighbourhood of Kotzebue Sound, and travel over­

land, in a north-easterly direction, for a stream which descends from the northern 
spurs of the Rocky Mountains, called "The River Colville," at its mouth (or 
sooner, if possible) embark in the Indian-rubber boats, and, favoured by the pre­
vailing winds and current, examine the coast to the mouth of the Mackenzie River, 
ascend it, and winter at one of the Company's posts, or with Richardson's party: 
Or, otherwise, for the party to leave the neighbourhood of Mount Elias or Cook's 
Inlet, with the first break of winter in May, and travel overland to the mouth of 
the Mackenzie River, trace the coast from thence to Cape Anxiety, and return to 
Hotham's Inlet within Kotzebue Sound, in order to be re-shipped before the 
winter sets in. 

Distances: 

Hotham's Inlet to River Colville 
River Colville to Mackenzie River 
Distances to Fort Good Hope -

Mount Elias to Mount Gilbert -
Mount Gilbert to Cape Anxiety 
Cape Anxiety to Hotham's Inlet 

Geographical 
Miles. 

390 
420 
300 

1,110 

477 
220 
490 

1,187 

At 100 days' travelling, gives a daily average of 11. 1. miles per diem, and 
11. 8. miles per diem. 

Franklin travelled 2,048 miles in 90 days. 
Richardson travelled 1,709 miles in 69 days. 

Reasons adduced in favour of an attempt being made to reach Sir John Franklin 
from the westward: 

1st. Supposing Franklin to have reached the western side of the Mackenzie 
River, he would naturally look for assistance or communication from the direction 
of Behring's Straits, and in struggling onward to meet it, might possibly, in those 
high latitudes, make as much daily progress as the relieving parties of Ross or 
Richardson, advancing likewise from the eastward, and thus maintain his distance 
from them. 

2d. Should Franklin be overtaken by Richardson to the west of the Mackenzie 
River, the former can hardly be expected to retrace his steps, and an overland 
journey into Canada would be a severe trial to men who have already endured 
four winters in Polar Regions. 

3d. The "Plover" being in the neighbourhood of Behring's Straits, if Frank­
lin could be informed to a certainty of her position, he might (should it be thou~ht 
preferable to passing another winter in the ships) disembark his people, and strIke 
across overland for Kotzebue Sound, a short distance of less than 400 miles. 

4th. The shortness of the distance to be trayelled by either of the propos~d 
parties renders the performance of the journey a perfect certainty; the mam 
difficylty of crossing the mountain range, which runs paraUel to the. shores of the 
Arctic Ocean west of the Mackenzie, would be overcome by followmg down the 
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stream of the ColviJ1e . and although it is very possible that some of the parties 
despatched last year' (1847) may su~ceed in ~eaching Fran~lin, nev~rtheless 
a probability of the proposed party bemg essentially u~eful e~lsts, and It would 
be a consolation to feel that every means of affordmg assistance had been 
attended to. 

5tb. The beld character of the natives in Russian America may be advanced 
as an objection to the proposed r~ute; . but as there are cban~es existing of 
Franklin's Expedition having to qUIt their vessels and may be Journey to the 
Russian posts, it would assuredly be proper for us, who are so far ?etter prepared 
to struggle with the diffi.culti~s arising from t?e habits o~ the natives, t~ attempt 
to open a road for him and his gallant compamons: that It can be done IS proved 
by the fact of a Russian party having some years ago travelle? by Ian? from 
Sitka to Point Barrow, the extreme northernmost cape of the Amencan contment. 

(signed) Sherard Osborn, 
Lieutenant Commanding. 

No. 12 (B.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Lieutenant Sherard Osborn to the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty. 

My Lords, Ealing, Middlesex, 4 January 1850. 
A SECOND attempt to reach Sir John Franklin's Expedition being about to be tried 

during the present year, I take the liberty of calling your attention to the enclosed 
proposition for an overland party to be despatched to the shores of the Polar 
Sea, with a view to their traversing the short distance between Cape Bathurst 
and Banks' Land. My reasons for thus trespassing on your attention are as 
follows: 

1st. General opinion places the lost Expedition to the west of Cape Walker, 
and south of the latitude of Melville Island. 

The distance from Cape Bathurst to Banks' Land is only 301 miles, and on 
reference to a chart it will be seen that nowhere else does the American continent 
approach so near to the supposed position of Franklin's Expedition. 

2d. As a starting point, Cape Bathurst offers great advantages; the arrival 
of a party sent there from England may be calculated upon to a day; whereas 
the arrival of Captain Collinson in the longitude of Cape Barrow, or that of an 
Eastern Expedition in Lancaster Sound, will depend upon many uncontrollable 
contingencies. The distance to be performed is comparatively little, and the 
certainty of being able to faJl back upon supplies offers great advantages. 
Captain Collinson will have 680 miles of longitude to traverse between Cape 
Barrow and Banks' Land. An Eastern Expedition, if opposed by the ice (as Sir 
James Ross has been), and unable to proceed in their vessels .farther than Leopold 
Harbour, will have to journey on foot 330 miles to reach the longitude of Banks' 
Land. and if any accident occur to their vessels they will be in as critical a 
position as those they go to seek. 

3d. Banks' Land bears from Cape Bathurst N. 4P 49' E. 302 miles, and there 
is reason to believe that in the summer season a portion of this distance may be 
traversed in boats. 

4th & 5th. Dr. Richardson .con~rms previous reports of the ice being light on 
the coast east of the MackenZIe Ihver w Cape Bathurst, and informs us that the 
Esquimaux had seen no ice to seaward for two moons. 

6th. Every mile traver~ed no.rthward by a party from Cape Bathurst would be 
over that ~nkno~n space III whICh traces of Franklin may be expected. 
. 7th. It IS adVisable that. such a second party be despatched from Cape Bathurst, 
III ord('r that the prosecutl~n of. Dr. Rae's examination of the supposed Channel 
b~tween :W0lla~ton and Vlctona Lands may in no way be intel'fered with by 
hiS attt';ntIOn bemg called to the westward. 

8th. The caches of provisions made at different points of the Mackenzie and 
at Cape Ba.thurs~, would enab~e a party to push down to their starting point with 
great celenty directly the RIVeI' Mackenzie opens, which may be as early as 
Mav. 
. 9't~1: I ~ave not lai? this befure yonr Lordships without in the first place 
mqulflng mto the vanous ob~tacles that may exist, should your Lordships be 
pleased to take a favourable view of the subject; and having heard the difficulties 

advanced 
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No. 12. 
advanced by the Hudson nay Company's officers, I feel assured that those Lieut. Osborn's 
difficulties will eventually resolve themselves into a mere question of extra trouble Plan of a Boat 
and expense, neither of which, I feel assured, will have weight with your Expedition. 

Lordships on so important a question as the rescue of Sir John Franklin and his 
party. 

I would also remind your Lord&hips that the proposed Expedition would carry 
into execution a very important clause in the Instructions given to SirJames Ross; 
viz., that of sending exploring parties from Banks' Land in a south-westerly 
direction towards Cape Bathurst or Cape Parry. In conclusion, I beg to offer 
my willing services towards the execution of the proposed plan; and seeking' 
it from no selfish motives, but thoroughly impressed with its feasibility, you may 
rest assured, my Lords, should I have the honour of being sent upon this service, 
that I shall not disappoint your expectations. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Sherard Osborn, Lieut. R.N. 

Enclosure to No. 12 eB.) 

PROPOSITION for all Overland Party in search of Sir Jolm Franklin. 

1st. THAT a party of two officers and two seamen be forwr.rded by the steamer 
which leaves Liverpool for America on the lith January 1850, and be instructed 
to reach MOlltreal, Upper Canada, ",ith all possible despatcb. 

2d. That Sir George Simpson (the territorial governor of the Hudson's Bay 
Company) be instructed to afford the utmost possible facility to enable the said 
}larty to reach one of the affiuents of the Mackenzie River by the month of May 
next, and that he cause two voyageurs, as well as an EsquilIlaux interpreter of 
known good character and merit, to be attached to the said party. 

The party will then consist as follows, of-

1 1\ aval officer commanding. 
1 Medical officer from England, or else a Hudson 

Bay Company's servant. 
2 Eng'lish seamen. 
2 Voyageurs. 
1 Esquimaux interpreter. 

TOTAL - - 7 in one boat. 

3d. That the said party be authorized to consume any necessary portion of the 
provision deposited by Sir John Richardson and the Huqson's Bay Company for 
the me of otber relieving parties or Franklin's Expedition. 

4th & 5th. A ~twenty-six foot) whale-boat, procured from a whaler should none be 
in store, and of the lightest material, will be conveyed by the party from England; 
but should there be a light whale-boat on the Madenzie River, or in its immediate 
neighbourhood, the same should be ordered to be given up for the use of the said 
party, and thereby save trouble and delay. Under any circumstances, a light 
!>Iedge should be carried out. 

6th. The party shall be instructed to use every possible endeavour to reach 
Cape Bathurst by the first week in July, and there leaving directions as to the 
probable site of their winter quarters, they should take advantage of the first 
appearance of open sea, and push across in the direction of Banks' Land; the 
officer commanding using his judgment, in the event of being impeded by islands 
or continuous ice, &c., as to quitting the boat for awhile, and travelling on foot with 
two or three men . 
. 7th. The personal equipment of this party to be as light as possible, taking 

that of Sir John Richardson as a guide, it being understood that their winter 
clothing shall follow them to the winter quarters at Cape Bathurst. 'rea and 
pemmican to be their sole provision, except in winter quarters, where biscuit and 
anti-scorbutics may be laid in. 

8th. Two of Lieutenant Halkett's Mackintosh boats of the larl!e size to be 
carried out by the party, so as to ensure their safety in the ~vent of the loss of the 
whale-boat, (two of these boats would be available for this purpQse, by delaying 

1°7. a:J the 
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the completion of the order for those of Captain Collinson's party until the 15th 
instant.) 

9th. The officer in command to be instructed to have \vith him, when starting 
from Cape Bathurst, not less than 60 days' provisions for hi~ party. 

10th. Should any extraordinary circumstances prevent thIS proposed party from 
reaching Cape Bathurst until the cl?se of the fine .season, it would ?e advis~ble 
for them to winter at that spot, and In the early ~prmg commence theIr operations 
over the ice. 

11 tho In either case the Hudson's Bay Company should replenish all the depots 
and send a sufficiency of provisions, clothing, &c. to Cape Bathurst, to support the 
party from the autumn of 1850 to the summer of 1851. If possible, a couple of 
dog sledges and two teams of dogs ought to be forwarded to Cape Bathurst 
during the summer of 1849, to be used at the discretion of the officer in command 
of the proposed party. 

As it is imperatively necessary for the successful issue of the proposed plan 
that the party should, under all circumstances, winter at Cape Bathurst, it will be 
for the Hudson's Bay Company to send one of their clerks, and other necessary 
persons, say two hunters and two fishermen, to establish winter quarters at the 
said point. 

12th. In the event of an Expedition by way of Lancaster Sound, or that under 
Captain Collinson's command from the westward, reaching Melville Island or 
Banks' Land, it would be more than probable that their exploring parties to the 
south-west would meet the proposed party from the American continent, and thus 
materially shorten their respective journeys, and afford a means of communicating 
the progress of the vessels to England. 

13th. Should, by any unforeseen accident, Captain Collinson's Expedition fail 
to reach to the eastward of Cape Barrow during the summer of 1860, the pro­
posed party would at any rate ensure that one searching party be on the Polar Sea 
westward of Banks' Land. . 

OUTFIT of proposed Party. 

Stores: 
One light whale-boat. 
Six ash oars (one steer one). 
One mast. 
One yard. 
One lug-sail. 
One boat-hook. 
One water-proof sheet to cover provisions, &c. 
One anchor. 
One whale line. 
One gmall-arm chest and magazine. 
Four light and good fowling-pieces. 
One cwt. of fine gunpowder, and caps III 

proportion. 
1)0 Ibs. of mixed shot. 
Two of Lieutenant Halkett's boats, of 321bs. 

each. 
One tool chest, complete, with necessaries 

for repair, &c. 
One light sledge. 
Two leads and four lines marked. 
Two axes, two pikes and two white ensigns. 

Provisiolls: 
Four cwt. of pemmican, in four waterproof 

bags. 
30 Ibs. of tea, in a secure box. 

lnstruments, &;c.: 

Two pocket chronometers. 
Two good compasses. 
Sextant, artificial horizon. 
Tables, journal and work-book. 

Clothing: 

Each person, in a waterproof bag, large 
enough to enable one person when sleeping 
to use it as covering. 

One change of woollen clothing and few 
sundries, soap, &c. ' 

One complete suit of waterproof clothing. 
Two blankets, thIckest description. 
One Sp.otch cap. 
One north-wester. 
Two pairs of boots. 

In addition to the above, the party can, at 
Montreal, supply themselves with buffalo 
robe~ dresses, ?r any other essential articles 
of wmter c1othmg; and during the summer 
of 1849 fresh supplies may be sent up to 
Cape Bathurst. 

(signed) Sherard Osborn. 

4 January 1850. Lieutenant, Royal Navy. 

-No. 13.-



ARCTIC EXPEDITION UNDER SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 133 

- No. 13.-

OFFER of Mr. William Penny, Commander of the" Advice" Whaler, to be 
employed on a Search for Sir John Franhlin's Arctic Expedition. 

CA. to C.) 

No. 13 (A.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Mr. TPilliam Penny, Commander of tIle" Advice " 
Whaler, to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

My Lords, AberdeelJ, 22 December 1849. 
b is my most anxious desire to be employed in the search for Sir John Franklin, 

and I beg to offer you my services, \\'hich if you are pleased to accept, all that 
man can do to save that gallant officer and his companions shall be done by me. 
I have ~een engaged 28 years, since the age of 12, in the whale trade, and in 
command of vessels fO\" 14 years, and your Lordships may command my testi­
monials, if you think proper. 

Last summer, as your Lordships are aware, I went up Lancaster Sonnd, with 
the view of communicating with Sir James Ross, and g-aining some intelligence of 
the discovery ships; I also landed the Admiralty cylinders entrusted to my care 
at Navy Board Inlet. Duty to my owners forbade me to penetrate further, which I 
would gladly have done on my own account. 

I now beg to make the following proposition. It is, to be pnt in command of one 
or two small vessels, of from 150 to 200 tons; the crews to be of my own sekction, 
picked men, whom I can trust, and with these to proceed in company with the 
other whalers in March next, or not later than 1st of April, to Davis Straits; at 
all events, I would desire by 20th of May to be at Baffin's Islands, in order that, 
if possible, an early passage may be obtained through Melville Bay before the 
prevailing south-west gales set in. If an early passage be obtained, I would 
examine Jones' Sound, as I have generally found in all my €:arly voyages clear 
water at the mouth of that sound, and there is a probability that an earlier passage 
by this route might be found into Wellington Strait, which outlet by all means to 
be thoroughly examined at the earliest opportunity, since, if Sir J. Franklin has 
taken that route, with the hope of finding a passage westward, to the nort.h of the 
Parry and Melville Islands, he may be beyond the power of helping himself. No 
trace of the Expedition, or practical communication \\ith Wellington Strait, being 
obtained in this quarter, I would proceed in time to take advantage of the first 
opening of the ice in Lancaster Sound, with the view of proceeding to the west 
and entering Wellington Strait, or, if this should not be practicable, of proceeding 
farther westward to Cape Walker, and beyond, on one or other of which places 
Sir John Franklin will probably have left some notices of his course. 

Supposing, however, that no such trace is to be found the first year, the vessels 
to be wintered in separate positions, so as to commence the search westward and 
northward as early as possible the ensuing year; and since Sir John Franklin may 
have gone in several other directions, for one seems almost as probable as another. 
no two vessels, unless very much favoured by circumstances, could accomplish the 
search of the various inlets in one season. Therefore, if your Lordships have 
resolved upon a more extended search, I would beg leave still to offer my services 
for any branch of the searching Expedition from the eastwal d, so that I may have 
the command of my own vessel, and am allowed to conduct the particular search 
committed to my charge, according to the best of my ability, and with full power 
to act according to the circumstances; and your Lordships shall not have reason 
tCl repent of accepting my services, if determination, zeal and long experience 
can avail. 

And although I would be sorry to excite hopes in your Lordships' minds which 
may not be realised, I cannot at the same time avoid thinking, and that with con­
fidence, that if this plan, or some other of extended search from the eastward, was 
~arried out with that determination, energy and perseverance particularly requisite 
In the navigation of these seas, some traces of the Expedition must be found, to 
the satisfaction of your Lordships' minds, and of the nation in general. 
~hen your Lordships are pleased to call upon me, I will enter into furthe!: 

details. I consider that there is no reliance to be placed upon the" North Star. 
as a depot of provisions to fall back upon, till it has been ascertained that she ~s 
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Otfcr~~'S~r~ice of safe in Lancaster Sound, which I trust she is, and I shall be most happy, if 
~Ir.William Penny. I am honoured by your Lordships' command, to carry out to her your further 

instructions. 

Should your Lordships wish to send any gent~em~n t.o make more scientific 
observations than I can undertake. or to keep a SCIentific Journal of the voyage, I 
shall fcel it my duty to afford him every facility, according to the instructions 
given me. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Wm. Penny. 

No. 13 (B.) 

MEMORANDUM made by Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Beaufm·t, Hydrographer 
of the Admiralty, with reference to the Letter from Mr. Penny. 

THE daring but prudent conduct that Mr. Penny is said to have evince~ on 
many occasions, together with .the large experience !~at he must have g~lD.ed 
during a whole life among the Ice, as well as the ambItion he expresses to dIstm­
guish himself in this noble enterprise, on which all eyes are turned, lead me to 
think that it wuuld be wise to let loose his energy, and to give him the opportu­
nity for which he begs. I may add, that I believe this would sensibly gratify 
Lady Franklin. 

1 would therefore submit that he be desired to look out for a suitable vessel of 
the size he has specified, to transmit to their Lordships' Secretary the terms on 
which she could be chartered or bought, and to state the number of hands he 
would require, as well as all such other particulars as will enable their Lordships 
to give him a decided and immediate answer. 

(signed) F. B. 

He is very anxious for an early reply before the captains are appointed to the 
whale ships. 

No. 13 (C.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Mr. lVilliam Penn!} to the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty. 

My Lords, Aberdeen, 30 January 1850. 
IN reply to your Lordships' letter of the 14th instant, directing me to give your 

Lordships any observations in my power respecting the searching Expedition for 
Sir John Franklin, I beg to state, that for the conduct of that part of the Expedi­
tion mentioned in my former letter, viz. Jones' Sound, Wellington and north 
shore of the Parry Islands, I would propose to your Lordships that two small 
square-rigged vessels of from 150 to 200 tons, with decked boats for each, be 
employed. 

The cust and outfits of the above vessels and boats would be, after the best 
calculations I have been able to make, about - - _ £.4,500 

The number of officers and men would require to be for each 
yessel 25 men; wages for 18 months for that number -

provisions for the same for two years 
4,000 
3,738 

TOTAL - £.12,238 

But, if I am rightly inf~rmed, there is a class of vessels in Her Majesty's dock­
yards, ~amely, dockyard hghters, strongly built, of a light draft of water, and 
well sUlted for your Lor~ships' purpose, and if your Lordships are pleased to 
make use of these, you wtll be spared the cost of purchasing what may not be so 
well fitted for the purpose, and would take longer to equip. 

The crews best fitting for these vessels would be men accustomed to the hard­
~hips o~ Arctic voyages, whom ~othing comes amiss to, and Hudson Bay travellers 
~nter~IlIxed. In reference to thls I beg to say that I have already taken pains to 
mqUlre for the best m~n of this class in Orkney, and have an answer from Mr. 
Clouston, connected WIth the Hudson's Bay Company, which is favourable. I also 
humbly beg leave to state, that since it has a.ppeared iij the newspapers that I 

was 



ARCTIC EXPEDITION UNDER SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 135 

was amongst the candidates for search under your Lordships, I have been, I 
may say, beset with applications to serve under me. I would also beg to urge 
upon your Lordships' attention the great necessity there is of the vessels leaving 
England at latest by the first week in April, that they may have every oppor­
tunity of obtaining an early passage round Melville Bay before the prevailing 
south-west winds set in. 

In conclusion, I take the liberty to repeat my earnest hope, that I may be em­
ployed in commalld of a branch of the service whenever your Lordships have 
decided upon it. 

I have it so much at heart, that I have sacrificed my usual engagement with 
my owners on the uncertainty, and nothing shall be wanting to make me deserving 
of your Lordships' confidence. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) 117illiam Penny. 

-No. 14.--

LETTERS from Lady Franklin, forwarding Offers of Service from Mr. Charles 
Reid, the Rev. Dr. Wolff, Mr. Penny and Mr. Goodsir. 

No. 14 CA.) 

COPT of a LETTER from Lady Franklin to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, 33, Spring-gardens, 13 January 1850. 
I BEG to enclose to you, for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of 

the Admiralty, the following letters: 
1. From Captain Charles Reid. lately commanding the whaling ship" Pacific," 

and brother to the ice-master on board the "Erebus." He is a man of great 
experience and respectability, and I am informed was only prevented from making 
active efforts to seek for the lost Expedition by the stringent restrictions laid upou 
him by his owners, which obliged him to confine himself exclusively to his 
fishing. 

2. From the Rev. Dr. Wolff. To this letter I have recently replied that I 
would lay it before the Lords of the Admiralty. 

3. From Captain Penny, late of the " Advice," received on Saturday last. 
I shall esteem it a favour if you will return to me Dr. Wolff's note. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Jane Franklill. 

Enclosure I, to No. 14 (A.) 

12, St. Clement's-street, Aberdeen, 
Honoured Lady, 11 January 1850. 

I TAKE the liberty of writing you to request, if there is a Northern Expedition 
g'Qing out this year in search of Sir John Franklin, as there is some misunder­
standing among the owners of the" Pacific," and it is not likely I will go in her, 
jf there is an ice-master wanted, perhaps you would use your influence in 
procuring me the situation to go in search of my absent brother. I have been 
34 years going to that country, and I trust by this time I have some experience. 
I hope you will excuse me for troubling you, and will feel honoured by your 
answer in course of post. 

I am, &c. 

Lady Franklin. 
(signed) Charles Reid. 

R4 Enclosure 
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Enclosure 2, to No. 14 CA.) 

Vicarage of Jobe Brewers, near Langport, 
My dear I\ladam, . . in Somersetshire, Jan. 3, 1850. . 

YOUR Ladyship will be acquamted wIth the fact, that I went to Bokhara m 
behalf of Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly. There are among the Esquimaux 
German missionaries, and I, being a German by birth, offer my services byaccom­
panying the EXl?eciiti,on to the Nor~h Pole~ or g~ by land to the Esquimaux, and 
make inquiry after Sir John Franklm. BeSIdes thIS, though 53 years of age, I learn 
any language in two months, so that T might make i~quiry after your Ladyship's 
husband in those cold regions. In case that you WIsh me to go, you ought to 
apply to the Admiralty to get a curate for my parish until I return, and give to 
my wife per annum 200 t. until I return. 

Yours truly, 
(signed) Joseph Wolff. 

My curate would cost also lOot. 
The whole journey might last one year six months, even if I was to make it by 

land. 

Enclosure 3, to No. 14 CA.) 

Dear Madam, Polmuir, 10 January 1850. 
I AM duly honoured with yours of 7th instant, and feel very anxious that their 

Lordships would come to a decision about this all-important matter of time. 
These delays are dangerous to the object in view. If you would only think 

proper to write Mr. Hume, requesting of him to allow me to come to London, 
I would do more with one hour's conversation than months of correspondence. 
Your Ladyship's friends would then see whether I was fit to be entrusted with 
such a command. 

I am sorry to say I have no faith in the flagstaff, for had anything tended in 
the least to throw a doubt on my mind, I would not have rested until I had seen 
whether it was an illusion or reality. 

I remain, &c. 
Lady Franklin. (signed) Wm. Penny. 

No. 14 (B.) 

COpy of a LETTER from Lady Franklin to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, 33, Spring-gardens, 23 January 1850. 
I BEG you to do me the favour of laying before the Lords Commissioners of the 

Admiralty a letter which I have received from :\lr. Robert Goodsir, late surgeon 
of the" Advice" whaling-ship, Capt. Penny, and brother to the assistant-surgeon 
of the " Erebus;' and I must express my earnest hope that their Lordships will 
be plea~ed to enable me to afford that encouragement to his request for which he 
looks WIth so much earnestness. ' 

In connexion with this subj~ct, I take the liberty of adding, that I have within 
the last t~o or ~hr~e days receIved a letter fro~ Captain Penny, expressing with 
much anXIety hIS fears that any farther delay 10 the preparations for the renewed 
search from the east must be fatal to its success. 

I had the pleasure of receiving, yesterday, through the kindness of the Lords 
Commissioners, the copy of an abstract made by Captain Kellett of his voya2"e, 
for which 1 beg to return my best acknowledgments. -

I am, &c. 

(signed) Jane Franklin. 

Dear Madam, 
Enclosure to No. 14 CB.) 

I OUGHT to apol?gize for having been so long of writing to you, but I have been 
so busy for some tIme back, that I have almost unconsciouslY allowed the time to 
slip by until now. 

I trust 
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I trust you are not allowing yourself to become over-anxious; I know that 
although there is much cause to be so, there is still not the slightest reason that 
we should despair. 

It may be prt,sumptuous in me to say so, but I have never for a moment doubted 
as to their ultimate safe. return, havillg always had a sort of presentiment that 
I would meet my brother and his companions somewhere in the regions in ,,,hich 
their adventures are taking place. This hope I have not yet given up, and I 
trust that by next summer it may be fulfilled, when an end 'rill be put to the 
suspense 'rhich has lasted so long, and which must have tried you so much. 

I need not say how anxious I am that I may have an opportunity of devoting 
my services to the cause during the ensuing season; and I hope I am not a~killg 
too much in requesting your good offices in obtaining me un appointmpnt of any 
kind in any of the Expeditions that may be sent out during the next seaSOll. 

We have heard nothing here, as yet, of what are tile intentions at the Admiralt\' 
with regard to what may be done by way of Baffin's Bay and Lancaster Soumi. 
From a letter which I had from Mr. Penny a few days ago, I leal'll that there is 
a chance of his being employed; I was glad to see this, for I think that the 
employment of a rer~on of his experience and skill in the navigation of these 
regions may be productive of much good. 

I am exceedingly anxious to hear what is likely to be done by the Admiralty, 
and whether there is any chance of their sending out special vl'~.,ds, or merely 
employing a whale ship or ships for the purpose. The latter I think would be 
a most ad visable plan, particularly if the Commander i~ unrestricted by unneeessary 
instructions, and left to the guidance of hi~ own good sense ~(lId experil'lIc(', witb 
only one object in view, that of obtaining information of, and rClidering assi~talJ(,l 
to, tbe Expedition. 

May I take the liberty of requesting from your Ladyship allY infurmation y(IU 
can give me on these points? 

My brother joins me in best respects, and remain, 

Dear l\Iadam, your most ob~diellt Servant, 

George-square, Edinburgh, 
18 January 1850. 

(signed) Rolnrt Alis/rut/lI:r Duodsir. 

-No. };j.-

COPY of the latest CHAHT of the Polar , .... 'CIl, compiled by ()rder of tllC 
Board of Admiralty. 

-No. Hi.--

:Ko. 14. 
Lett<-rs froUl Lady 
Franklin. . 

1\0. 15. 
C ilJrt of ILe Polar 

S,;c. rid, the end. 

]\10.16. 

COl'y of a LETTER from Lady Fmn7clin to the Secretary of the Admiralty, Letter frOll1 Lad) 
. ,.., Frallklin to the 

dated 11 February 1850; forwarding Communicat;olls from n Illullll '~II()'(', Esq., Sccret:,ry 01 tLe 

John ~i'Lean, Esq., Silas E. Burrows, Esq., foJillard Fillmore, Esq., Yice- Al~mir~hy 
. ) (With Lnclosurc;'j. 

President of the United States, Lieut. Sherard Osborll, ILN., and John ltusscll . __ _ 
Bartlett, Esq. 

No. 16 (A.) 

COPY of a LETTER from Lady Franklin to the Secretary of the Admiraltr. 

Sir, 33, Spring-gardens, 11 February 1850. 
I BEG to lay before the Lords Commissioners the enclosed letters, in case any 

of them should be deemed worthy of attention. 
I am, S:c. 

(signed) Jane Franklin. 

107· S Enclosure 
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Enclosure I, in No. 16 (A.) 
~Iadam, 

THE accompanying lettel' I address to you, with ~ .sincere hope that it may 
afford some useful hints conceming any new Expeditlon to the Polar Sea~ .. If 
your Ladyship will favour me wit!} a r~ply, as to whethe: my humble serVIces 
may be required, I shall feel greatly oblIged, as I ?nly walt such reply to leave 
New York, which I am about to do as soon as possible. 

~Iost respectfully, &c. 

(signed) TVm Snow. 

My address is, care of )Jessl'.,. Willmer and Rogers, New York. 

To Lady Franklin. 

Enclosure 2, in "xo. 16 CA.) 

Honoured and esteemed Lady, New York, 7 January 1850. 
A;\I01\G the numerous letters which no doubt are addressed to you from all 

(Iuarters, it is probable that many contain suggestions of great valu~ concerning 
the object most near to your heart, and the heart of everyone alIve, not only 
to the sentiments of humanity, but to esteem for the noble and brave. Perhaps 
much that is far superior to what I am now about to speak of .may ~~ve aJready 
been submitted to you; hut as no man, however humble hiS pOSitIOn III the 
world may be, is entirely incapacitated from proving of some service to his 
fellow-man, so the thoughts and ideas of all men, whatever be their station in life, 
l1lu<t tend to some good, if properly directed and made available. In the present 
instance it is possible that such may be the result; and if, Madam, you should 
conceive it likely to be so, I can only say, that my plans and myself are entirely 
at YOUI' service. 

i will not trouble your Ladyship with a long letter, entering into minute 
details, wbich would be \\"holly unnecessary should you think my plans of no 
avail. I ,yill only briefly allude to them, and trespass no further on your time 
than to give the substance of what I have been led to conc:eive as perhaps one 
of the most sure means of discovering the fate of the brave arctic voyagers, and 
also of examining the line of coast yet unexplored. 

In most, if not all, of the Expeditions hitherto sent out, for either discovery or 
relief, in the northern regions, it appears to me that one great oversight has 
been committed at the commencement, and that is, as to the time when such 
E~peditions "hould start on their journey. If I am not mistaken, rarely do they 
leaye before spring', and the COl15eq uence is, that the summer is far advanced 
before they an'in on the ground where their intended operations begin. Little 
or nothing material, therefore, can be done that year; and the following winter 
has to be passed in bleak and dreary regions, cram[Jing the energies of the men, 
and exhausting their strength, until the spring again comes round. Now, where 
the result is merely scientific research aud geographical discovery, it is of but 
little II)Ol11ent; but when time is all important,-when the lives of human beings 
are at stake, and, above all, the lives of men who have nobly perilled everything 
in the ~ause of national, and, I might say, universal, progress,-of men who 
have e\'lnced the most dauntless bravery that a~y men can evince,-it seems to 
me very essential that an Expedition should be already on the spot to commence 
operations at the earliest opening' of summer; and that it should, if at all 
p~ssible, b~?in the journey to reach that spot even, if necessary, in the previous 
WJl1te~. \\ Iser . and more experienced heads than mine can say how much or 
how little of tll1S can be done; but it is not a little, no, nor a g'reat deal, that 
should deter anyone from, at all events, attempting something like what I now 
lllUS~ humbly an~ respe~tfully suggest to your Ladyship's consideration, as a 
possl.ble means ot spee~I!~ and effectually reaching the various localities in the 
ArctiC Sea '.\'her~ the nllSSl11g voyagers may be heard of. 

~Iy plan. IS thiS :-y~ur Ladyship, it appears by the public prints, has already 
had s?me Idea of crossmg the Atlantic: do so, then, at once; and, for a season, 
establish yourself at one of the principal towns in Canada where you can be 
el13.bled to personally. superin.tend the c.a~rying out of what~ver may be anew 
attempted. Let a weil-orgamzed ExpeditIOn of as many men as could be pro-

vided 
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vided with the fund5l at disposal, if the Expedition is at private expense, start 
with as little delay as possible on some of the northern tracts already explored. 
For instance, let a party of 100 picked men, well-disciplined and officered as on 
board a ship, and accompanied with all the necessary foorl, scientific instruments, 
and everything' usual on such Expeditions, proceed immediately by the shortest 
and most available route to the lands in the neighbourh:lOd of the unexplored 
regions. If practicable, I would suggest that they should proceed, fir~t, to 
Moore Fort, on the southern part of Hudson's Bay, and thence by small craft 
to Chesterfield Inlet, or otherwise by land reach that quarter, so as to anin 
there at the opening' of summer. From this neighbourhood let the part", minus 
10 men, be ::livided into three separate detachment~, each with specific' instruc­
tions to extend their researches in a northerly and north-westerly directiolJ. 
The westernmost party to proceed as near as possible in a direct course to the 
easternmost limits of discovery yet made from Behring's Straits. and on no 
account to deviate from that course on the western side of it, but, if necessary, 
to the eastward. Let the central party shape a course as near as possible to 
the lJosition of the l\Iagnetic Pole; and the easternmost division direct to Prince 
Hegent's Inlet, or the westernmost point of discovery from the east, and not 
to deviate from that course easterly. Let each of these detachments be formed 
again into three divisions, each division thus consisting of 10 men. Let thl 
first division of each detachment pioneer the \\a:o, followed on the ~ame track 
by the second and the third at stated intervals of time. On the route let thl 
pioneers, at every spot necessary, leave distinguishing marks to denote the \vay. 
and also to give information to either of the other two principal detachments as may 
by chance fall into their track. To second the efforts of tbe three detachments, 
let constant succours and other assistance be forwarded Lv way of :\J oo~e Fort. 
and through the 10 men left at Chesterfield Inlet; and 'shou"ld the object for 
which such an Expedition was framed be happily accomplisheu by tIle rdurll 
of the lost voyagers, let messengers be forwarded with the news, a., was done 
with Captain Back, in the case of Captain Ross. Let each of the extreme debclJ· 
ments, upon arriving at their respective destinations, and upon being joined by 
the \\ hole of their body, proceed to form plans for uniting with the central fcarty. 
and ascertaining the results already obtained by each by sending' parties in that 
direction. Also, let a chosen number be sent out from each detacbment w· 
exploring,' parties, wherever deemed requisite; and let no effort be wanted to 
make a search in every direction where there is a possibility of it~ pro\"jll~ 
successful. 

If a public and more extensive Expedition be set on foot, I would mo~t 
respectfully draw attention to the following suggestions :--Let a Land Expeditioll 
be formed upon a similar plan, and with the same number of men, say 300 or 
more, as those fitted out for sea. Let this Expedition be formed into three great 
divisions: the one proceeding by the Athabasca to the Great Slave Lake, and 
following out Captain Back's discoveries; the second, through the Churcllill 
district; or, with the third, according to the plan laid out for a private Expe. 
dition alone, only keeping the whole of tlleir forces as much as possible bearinp 
upon the points where Sllccess may be most likely attainable. 

Each of these three great divisions to be subdivided and arranged also as ill 
the former case. The expense of an Expedition of this kind, with all tIlL 
necessary outlay for provisions, &c. &c., I do not think would be more than half 
what the same would cost if sent by sea; but of this I am not a competent 
judge, having no definite means to make a comparison. But there is yet another. 
and, I cannot help conceiving, a more easy way of obviating all difficulty on th j, 
point, and of reducing the expense considerably. 

It must be evident that the present position of the arctic voyagers is not 
very accessible, either by land or sea, else the distinguished leader at the head 
of the Expedition would long ere this have tracked a route whereby the ,,,hole 
party, or at least some of them, could return. 

In such a case, therefore, the only way to reach them'is by, if I may use the ex­
pression,forcing an Expedition on towards them; I mean by keeping it constantly 
upheld and pushing onward. There may be, and indeed there are, ycry great 
difficulties, and difficulties of such a nature that, I believe, they would themselves 
cause another great difficulty in the procuring of men. But, if I might make 
another bold suggestion, I would respectfully ask our Government at home, 
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why not employ picked men from convicte~ criminals, as is done in exploring 
Expeditions in Australia? Inducements ':lIght be h~l.d ?ut to them; and by 
proper care they would be made most sernceable auxllIane~. Gene~ally speak­
ino- men convicted of offences are men possessed of almost mexhaustIble mental 
re~~urces; and such men are the men who, with physical ~o\\"ers ~f endurance, 
are precisely those required. But this I speak of, merely, If suffiCient free men 
could not be found and if economy is studied. Indeed, as the matter now 
stands in reo'ard to 'the criminals of Eno-land, it might not be a bad idea sending 
several of tl~e best of them on an explorino. Expedition of this kind. I have 
often wondered that nations do not always ~mploy their criminals in the more 
!Iazardolls undertakings which lead to the advancement of scie.nce or public 
<rood, instead of uselessly incarcerating them for years, at an unprofitable expense, 
Zr sendino- them ",here the laborious and industrious freeman has already 
pioneeredhis \Yay, amI by the hard" sweat of hi~ ow~ bro~" chalked Ollt for hi~­
self a new home. I could, perhaps, say more on tIlls pomt as to the 0P'pOI·t?llIty 
111115 afforded such a class of men in again becoming useful members ot society; 
and, also, of constantly sending' any convicts who would take the choi,ce offered 
to them of entering upon such Expeditions for the advancement of SCience, &c. 
to the northern portions of the ,\merican continent until the great problem is 
at leni!th solved, and all is obtained that has heen sought for; but such would 
be irrelevant to the present subject. Suffice it merely to ouserve, that the 
expense to Governmeni would he no gTeater; and no obloquy could be thrown 
upon the affair if the men themseh·cs accepted it. 

Surely if such a scheme as this be followed out with the readiness, vigour 
and determination that i.~ requisite to it, it could not fail of success; and not 
only success in the principal object for which it was formed, but also in regard 
to scientific discovery. To say that it is impossible, I think ~.-ould be wrong. 
In my humble opinion, nothing' is impossiule for man to accomplish that is rightly 
within his sphere as a mortal heing to attempt. All previous plans to discover 
the X orth·\V est Passag'e, no doubt, were luoked lIpon as impossible to accom­
plish, even as far as they have been accomplished. Everything out of the 
common order of things is looked upon as impossible, until the impossibility 
is negatived uy the lInexpected realization. In afiairs of this kind, it is never 
thoug'ht impossible to attempt it by sending: more than the number of men [ 
IJaye named in ships: why not tr.\' the same -by land? The other day California 
"'as a desert in comparison; no\\', by the enterprise and energy of a remarkable, 
inrlustrious and fearless people, it is becoming a populous and a :nighty state 
in the western world. !\ othing that is at all possible but may be made prac­
ticable, if the full power of the human mind, and the full extent of human 
meam, he made to bear upon it. ]\Ian is a mighty and a wonderful creature. 
Few know their own power, but knowing it, they become astonished, and are lost 
in amaze, while they humbly bend in adoration of Him who has thus so strangely 
amI mysteriously made them. Let this power be now exercised; never Gan it 
be done in a more godlike and noble wav. Who can tell what may not be 
accomplished? , Truly it ~s worth an effort.' Perseverance, energy of mInd, even 
more t~an physlral capa~lty, fearless mental courage, aptitude of resource, hold 
determmahon, accompamed by the fullest financial means, are what is required. 

I h~ve n?\~', l\Iada~, giv~n ~ou thE: substance of my plan, and the ideas I 
have tor~ned 111 conneXlOn With It. I do not presume to offer it in the face of 
any adVice or other plans tendered by more learned and wiser men than myself: 
but ~ merely ven~ure to th~'ow it out as a suggestion for them to act upon if. 
cO\lSId~red ~uffic,ently ~vadable. For myself, I am actuated solely by the best 
of motives Ill. thus com!ng for\\"ard~ and, though with ties which make a home 
deal' t? me, will freely give my servIces in any way they may prove of use; and 
look for no other reward t?an the satisfaction my own heart would give in the 
knowledge that I had been III some measure instrumental in restorino- or attempt­
ing to r,~sto.re, the long.lo,st voyagers to their home and mourning' friends. A 
I'o.ugh llle III many parts of the world has long been mine. Alike acquainted 
Wit? the snowy ,Alps and the icy regions of the southern seas, I should not 
heSitate upon a Journey to the arctic shores if ever required to undertake it. 
In the plan I have sug~e~ted, the various estimates and details may be easily 
arranged and brought \\ Ithlll a very small compas~. To he eno'ao-ed in that, or 
any other scheme, for affording relief to those locked up in th~ pOolar seas, must 

be 



ARCTIC EXPEDITION UNDER SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. ]4 1 

'be always looked upon as one of the greatest honours, and as such I "he,uld 
reU'ard it. 

°With every respectful sentiment of esteem, I now sub"cribe myself your Ll.iy­
,ship's most obedient humble servant, 

(signed) 

Enclosure 3, in No. 11) CA.) 

Guelph, Canada "-est, 
Madam, 11 January lR,j(). 

REGARDING with the deepest sympathy and admiration the zeal, perseyerance 
and conjugal affection displayed in your efforts to relieve or to discover the fate 
of your distinguished husband, and the gallant party under his ct)mmaml, despite 
the difficulties, disappointments and heart-sickening' hope deferred with which 
these efforts have been attempted, I have been led to give the painfull~' inter­
esting subject a serious and careful consideration, in the view of ascl'l'taining the 
most suitable and most likely means of obtaining' intelligence of the lotlc;'-absent 
party, in whose fate all men must feel a lively interest, and towards wlto"c re­
storation to their country and their homes all mll't be desirOllS tu contribute. 
Having passed ~ome five-and-twenty years of my life (of IIhich a narrative has 
lately been published in London) as an officer and partner of the Hmhon', Bay 
Company, by whom the talents and courage of Sir .John Franklin are alike well 
known and appreciatEd, I may not be wholly incompetent to the ta~k; and it 
being rumoured that the British Government are about to fit out another Expe­
dition to the North-west, my long experience of the country and its in habitants 
may serve as my apology for offering the follo"ing suggestions. 

I·'rotll the total failure of every attempt hitherto made b,v sea h,v men of 1111-

·doubted zeal and devotedness, I entertain but slight hopes of future attempts 
on the same element being- more successful. Far he it from me, hOI\'cnr, to 
condemn any attempt that may afford the slightest glimmering of hope; let 
every measure be adopted that may tend to a (li,coVlr,v of the ExppditiOl~, or 
tend to throw the least ray of light on the fate of those who composed it. The 
following pian suggests itself to my mind as likely to produce some intellig.'ence, 
if not to lead to a discovery of the party. 

Let a small schooner of some 30 or 40 tons bl1l'then, built with a view to uraw 
as little water as possible, and as strong as wood and iron could make her, be 
,despatched from England in company with the Hudson's I)ay ships. This 
vessel would, immediately on arriving at York Factory, proceed to t.he Strait 
termed Sir Thomas Rowe's Welcome, which divides Southampton Islaml from 
the mainland; then direct her course to \\' ag'er River, and proceed om\'anl until 
interrupted by insurmountable obstacles. The party being safely lum]ed, I would 
recommend their remaining stationary until winter travelling' became practi­
.cable, when they should set out for the shores of the Arctic Sea, which IJY a 
.reference to Arrowsmith's map appears to be only some GO 01' 70 miles distant; 
then, dividing in two' parties or divisions, the one would proceed east, the other 
west; and I think means could be devised of exploring 250 or 300 miles in either 
direction; and here a very important question presents itselt~-how and by what 
,means is this enterprise to be accomplished? 

In the tirst place, the services of Esquimaux would be indispensable, for the 
twofold reason, that no reliable information can be obtained from the natives 
without their aid, and that they alone properly understand the art of preparing 
snow-houses, or "igloes," for winter encampment, the only lodging "hich the 
desolate wastes of the arctic regions afford. Esquimaux understanding' the 
English language sufficiently well to anSI\'el' our purpose frequent the Hudson's 
Bay Company's post in Lab~ador, some of whcm might be induced (I should fain 
llOpe) to engage for the Expedition; or probably the" half breed" natives might 
do so more readily than the aborigines. They should, if possible, I!e strong, 
active men, and good marskmell, and not less than four in numb:r. ,Fail.ing in 
the attempt to procure the natives of Labrador, then I should thlllk Esq~lmau,x 
might be obtained at Churchill, in Hudson's Bay: the two who accompullIed SIr 

,John in his first Land Expedition were from this quarter. 
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Should these suggestions be considered worthy of notice, I would reco,?mend 
immediate application being made to the I:I~dson's Bay. Company for aSslsta~ce 
in the matter, as also for a supply of provIsIOn, accordmg to the annexed list. 
These supplies to be forwarded to York Fact~ry by the earliest opportunity ~n 
summer. Information could probably be obtamed at the Company s house III 

London, \\ hether these supplies could be furnished i~l whole or in part. Orders 
~hould be sent throuo'h the Hudson's Bay Company to procure 20 strong Esqui­
maux doO's in Labr~dor or Churchill, together with four or five Esquimaux 
sledg(·s, ~O men's seal-skin coats and mitts, Esquimaux boots, made large, for 
Enropeans, six large seal-skin tents, such as the natives use in autumn and in 
spring', and material for making a couple of odmiako, or large skin-boats, to 
provide for the escape of the party ill case any misfortune happened to the 
yes~c1 at the breaking up of the ice in the spring. A couple of females ought 
to accompany their husbands, for various reasons that need not here be detailed. 
One hundred and fifty gallons of oil would also be required; a dozen of lamps, 
~uch as the Esquimaux use, and snow shoes, the latter article to be supplied at 
York Factory. The E,'quimaux and so much of the above supplies as can be 
obtained at the Company's post in Labrador being procured, I would recommend 
their heing fO\'l\arded to, Akak, one of the Moravian Brethren's settlements in 
Labrador (with whom, by the "-a),, a communication ought also to be opened 
on the :-;lIbjcct), \\here the ve,scl from Eng-land would touch on her way to 
Hlldson's Bay. .A couple of scientific men would be required for the Expe­
dition, \\"110 would make up their minds to face every hardship and privation 
withont flinching. 

As few hands as possible would be engaged in the overland journey, the saving­
{Jf provi.~ions beinf! a most important consideration. 

Persons travelling' in the arctic regions in winter are subject to a disease of 
the eyes, termed" mal de neig:e" by the Canadian voyagers, with which, I per­
c'l'ive by the narratiH' of the last Expeditions, some of those engaged in them 
were affiicted, and prevented from prosecuting their land journey. To obviate 
this very serious difficulty, which I know it to be from my own painful expe­
rience, a \"cry simple precaution is required: -a pair of green or shaded goggles 
effectually protects the sight; these goggles ought to be fixed in ~Iorocco or 
chamois leather (and tied behind the head), and not in metal, which freezes the 
part com in!!: in contact with it. A variety of minor details connected with the 
general arrangement of the Expedition I shall defer for the present. I would 
suggest, however, that officers of the Hudson's Bay Company, inured to the 
climate, and who may have had personal experience of nearly similar exploratory 
Expeditions, wO:Jld be the most suitable persons from among whom to select 
individ uals competent to conduct the enterprise to a successful termination. 

I nearly omitted to mention, that material for a building 24 feet by 34 ought 
to be 5('l1t out to serve as a store-house. In conclusion, I desire this communi­
cation to be considered pri "ate, in so far as regards the Press, and would wish 
!t to be submitted to th.e. cons.ideratio? of persons \Vho might be qualified to pass 
Judgment on the proposItions It contams. That Almighty God may vouchsafe an 
answer to your earnest prayers, by directing to the adoption of measures by which 
yCIU!" husband may be restored to you, is the sincere prayer of, 

Madam, your very humble Servant, 
Lady Franklin. (signed) John M'Lean. 

Required from the Hudson's Bay Company-

150 bags of good pemmican. 
150 bales of dry meat. 

10 bags of pounded meat. 
10 bags of tallow. 
30 pairs of leather trowsers. 
25 pairs of snow shoes. 

100 large poles for Esquimaux tents. 

Enclosure 
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Enclosure 4, in No. 16 (A.) 

My dear ~Iadam, 11 A.M., 23 January 1850. 
I HAVE this moment received the enclosed communication from Washington, 

as presented to Congress by the President; also a letter from my most intimate 
friend, the Vice-President of the United States, who thinks as r do, that your 
presence here is important. 

The mail is just closing. 
}Iost truly yours, &c. 

(signed) Silas E. B1l1TOWS. 

Enclosure 5, in ~ o. 16 (A.) 

My dear Sir, 'Vashington, 21 January 18;>0. 
AGREEABLE to your request of the 19th instant, I herewith send you the 

messacre of the President, communicating copies of a correspondence with the lady 
of Sir "John Franklin. 

• • * ~ • * 
Yours truly, 

(~igned) Jlillard Fillmore. 

MESSAGE from the PRESIDENT of the UNITED STATES, communicatin~' Copies of 
a Correspondence with the Lady of Sir Joil Il FmllkliJl, relative to the 
Expedition to the Arctic Regions under the Command of her Husband. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the VniteJ St;ltc~. 

I HEREWITH submit to you copies of a correspondence \\"ith the lady of Sir John 
Franklin, relative to the well-known Expedition under his command to the Arctic 
Regions, for the discovery of a North-west Passage. On the receipt of her first 
letter, imploring the aid of the American Government in a search for the missing 
ships, engaged in an enterprise which interested all civilized nations, I anxiously 
sought the means of affording that assistance, but was prevented from accomplish­
ing the object I had in view in consequence of the want of vessels suitable to 
encounter the perils of a proper exploration, the lateness of the season, and the 
want of an appropriation by Congress to enable me to furnish and equip an efficient 
squadron for that object. All that I could do, in compliance witll a IWluest 
which I was deeply anxious to gratify, was to cause the advertisements of reward 
promulgated by the Brit.ish Government, and the best information I coulll obtain 
as to the means of finding the vessels under the command of Sir John Franklin, 
to be widely circulated among our whalers and seafaring men, whose spirit of 
enterprise might lead them to the inhospitable regions where that heroic "llicl'\' 
and his brave followers, who perilled their lives in the cause of science and for the 
benefit of the world, were supposed to be imprisoned among the icebergs, or 
wrecked upon a desert shore . 
. Congress being now in session, the propriety and expediency of an appropria­

tIOn for fitting out an Expedition to proceed in search of the missing ~hips, witll 
their officers and crews, is respectfully submitted to your consideration. 

Washington, 4 January 1850. 
(sig·ned) Z. 'fill) if)}". 

The Lady of Sir John Franklin to the President. 

Sir, Bedford-place, London, ..], April IS-H). 
I ADDRESS myself to you as the head of a great nation, whose power to help me 

I cannot doubt, and in whose disposition to do so I have a confidence wllich I 
trust you will not deem presumptuous. 

The name of my husband, Sir John Fr<!.llklin, is probably not nnknowll to you. 
l07. S4 It 
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It i;; intimatelv connected with the northern part of that continent of which the 
American repu"bl ic forms so vast and cOllspicuolls a portion. ~Vhen! visited the 
L'nit<:,t: States three years ago, amongst the many proufs. I received of respect and 
courte;;Y there was nOlle which touched and even surpl"lsed me more Lhan the ap­
prcciat~;n every where t:X pressed to me of h.is ~ormer services in geographical 
disl'()\'c'l'\', and the interest felt in the enterpl"lse III which he was then known to 
bc l'll:c:;l~'l'd. 
Th~ Expedition titted out by our Government for the discovery of. the North­

west Passage (that question which, f~r 300 years, bas ~ngaged t~e Illterest and 
baffled the energies of the man of sCience and the navigator), satlecl, under my 
husband's comn'iillld, in :\Jay l:-;-!;j. The two ships, "Erebus" and" Terror,"' 
contained 1:{~ men (otilcers and crews), and were victualled for !hree years. 
The" \\ ere not expected home, unless success had early rewarded their efforts, 01' 

some chualty hastcned their return, befor; the close of 1847, nor w:re any tid!ngs 
expected from them in the interval. But when the autumn of 1847 alTlved 
without any intelligence of the ships, t~le attention of Her ~ajest:y's Governme~t 
was directed to the necessity of searchIllg for and con~eylllg relief to . t~lem, 111 

case of their beinG" imprisoned in ice, or wrecked, and 111 want of provIsIOns and 
means of trallspo~'t. For this purpose an Expedition, in three divisions, was 
titted out in the early part of last year, directed to three different quarters simul­
taueollsh'; viz., bt, to that by which, in case of success, the ships would cume 
out ,,1' tIle Polar Se~l to the westward, or Behring's Straits; 2d, to that by which 
they entered on their course of discovery on the eastem side, or Davis's Straits; 
alld Jd, to all inter\,(:llin~' portion of the arctic shore, approachable by land from 
the Hl1dson's Bay Company's settlements, on which it was supposed the crews, if 
obliged to abandon their ships, might be found. This last division of the Expe­
dition was placed under the command of mv husband's faithful friend, the com­
panion of l;is former travd,;, Dr. Sir John Richardson, who landed at New York 
III April of last year, and hastened to join his men and boats, which were already 
in advance towards the arctic shore. Of tbis portion of the Expedition, J may 
briefly 'a)" that the absence of any intelligence from Sir John Hichardson at this 
season proves he has been unsuccessful in the f)hject of his search. 

The Expedition intcnded for Behring's Straits has hitherto been a complete 
failure. It consisted of a single ship, the" Plover," which, owing to her setting 
oft· too late, and to her bad sailing properties, dio not even approach her destina­
tion last veal'. 

The r~maining and most important portion of the searching Expedition consists 
of hyo ,hips under the command of Sir James Ross, which sailed last May for 
Davis's ~tl';!it;;, but did not sncceed, OIling to the state of the ice, in getting into 
Lancaster Sound until the srason for operations had nearly closed. These ships 
are now wintering in the ice, and a store ship is about to be despatched from hence' 
with provisions and fuel to enable them to stay out another year; but one of these 
,e~"els is, in a great degree, withdrawn from active search by the necessity of 
watching at the entrance of Lancaster Sound for the arrival of intellicrenee and 
instructions from England by the whalers. 0 

I have entered into these details with the view of provinO' that, though the 
British Government has not forgotten the duty it owes to the b~ave men whom it 
has sen! on a perilous service, and has spent a very large slim in providing the 
means. tor !heir . rescue, yet that, owing to various causes, the means actually in 
operatIOn f?r tl~lS purpose are quite inadequate to meet the extreme exigence of 
the ease; for, It must he remembered, that the missing ships were victualled for 
three years only, a~1d tha~ nearly fOllr years have now elapsed, so that the survi­
yors at so man~ Wll;tters III the ice must be at the last extremity. And also, it 
must be borne 111 mmd, that the channels by which the ships may have attempted 
to force a. passage to the westwaru, or which they may have been compelled, by 
adverse clr~lImstances, to t?ke, a~e very numerous anci complicated, and that one 
or two sl1lps cannot pOSSibly, III the course of the next short summer, explore 
them all. 

The Board of Admiralty, lInuer a conviction of this fact has been induced to 
offer a. reward of 20,0001. ste~ling to any s~ip or ships, of ;ny country, or to any 
explormg par.ty whatever, which shall render efficient assistance to the missing 
ships,. or thclr crews, or to any portion of them. This announcement, which, 
eve? If the slim had been doubled or trebled, would have met with public appro­
batIOn, comes, however, too late for our whalers, wTlich had unfortunately sailed 

before 
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before it was issued, and which, even if the news should overtake them at their 
fishing-grounds, are totally unfitted for any prolonged adventure, having only a 
few months' provision on board, and no <ldditional clothing. To the American 
whalers, both in the Atlantic and Pacific, I look with more hope, as competitors 
for the prize, being well aware of their numbers and strength, their thorough 
equipmE'nt, and the bold spirit of enterprise which animates their crews. 
But I venture to look even beyond these. I am not without hope that you 
will deem it not unworthy of a great and kindred nation to take up the cause of 
humanity which I plead, in a national spirit, and thus generously make it 
your own. 

l must here, in gratitude, adduce the example of the imperial Russian Go­
vernment, which, as I am led to hope by his Excellency the Russian Ambassador 
in London, who forwarded a memorial un the subject, will send out exploring 
parties this summer, from the Asiatic side of Behrillg's Strait northward, in 
search of the lost vessels. It would be a noble spectacle to the world, if three 
great nations, possessed of the widest empires on the face of the ~,Iobe, were thus 
to unite their efforts in the truly Christian work of saving their perishing fellow­
men from destruction. 

It is nut for me to suggest the mode in which such benevolent efforts might 
best be made. I will only say, however, that if the conceptions of my own mind, 
to which I do not venture to give utterance, were realized, and that, in the noble 
(~ompetition which followed, American seamen had the good fortune to wrest 
from us the glory, as might be the case, of sol ving the problem of the unfound 
passage, or the still greater glory of saving our adventurous navigators from a 
lingering fate which the mind sickens to d well on, though I should in either case 
regret that it was not my own brave countrymen in those seas whose devotion 
was thus rewarded, yet should { rejoice that it was to America we owed our 
restored happiness, and should be for ever bound to her by ties of affectionate 
gratitude. 

I am not without some misgivings while I thus address you. The iutense 
anxieties of a wife and of a daughter may ha\'e led me to press too earnestly on 
your notice the trial under which we are suffering, (yet not we only, Lut hun­
dreds of others), and to presume too much on the sympathy which we are assured 
is felt beyond the limits of our own land. Yet, if you deem this to be the case, 
you will still find, I am sure, even in that personal intensity of feeling, an excuse 
for the feal·lessness with which I have thrown myself on your generosity, and 
will pardon the hc.mage J thus pay to your own high character, and to that of 
the people over whom you have the high distinction to preside. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jane ii'al/klln. 

I beg to annex some explanatory papers:-

NOTICE of the EXPEDITIONS of Discovery and Search now in the Arctic Seas. 

In the year 1845, Her Majesty's Government sent out an expedition for the 
purpose at discovering a North-west Passage between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans, along the northern ('oast of America, or uetween Davis's and Behring·s 
Straits. The expedition consisted of two ships. the" Erebus" and" Terror," 
under the command of Sir John Franklin and Captain Crozier-the comple­
ment of officers and men in the two ships being about 138. They were victualled 
for three years. Their instructions were, to proceed to Baffin's Bay, and, as soon 
as the ice permitted, to enter Lancaster Sound, and proceed westward throu,!.!.h 
Barrow's Strait, in the latitude of abuut 74!, until they reached the longitude of 
Cape Walker, or about 98 west. They were then to use every effort to pene­
trate southward and westward towards Behring's Strait; and it was in this part 
that their greatest difficulties were apprehended. If these proved to be insllr­
nUlUntaule, they were next directed to return to Barrow's Strait, and proceed north­
ward by the broad channel between Devon and Cornwallis Islands, commonly 
cal:ed Wellington's Strait, provided it appeared open and clear of ice. It is 
evident that their ability to follow either of these courses must have depended 
upon local circumstances of which we have n:, cognizance. 

The discovery ships sailed frum England on the 19th of May 1845, and were 
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last seen on the 26th of July of the same y.e?r, in latitude 7~o 48' Nort~, longitude 
660 13' West, fastened to an iceberg, waltmg for the openmg of the Ice to cross 
into Lancaster Sound. . 

These ships have never since bee~ ~eard ~f; and It w~s for the purp?se ~f 
relieving them, and at least of ascertal?l.ng their fate,. that, III ] ~~~, Her Majesty s 
Government again fitted out an exp~dlt\On. It .was III t~ree dIVISIOns. " " 

The first tin point of time) con.slsted of a smgl~ ship, called the Plover, 
commanded by Captain Moore, whICh left England m the latter end of January, 
for the purpose of entering Beh~ing's Str~it, or the westward passage. . It 
was intended that she should arrive there III the month of July, and, havmg 
looked out for a winter harbour, should send out her boats northward and east­
ward in which directions the discovery ships, if successful, would be met with. 

U ~fortunately, the" Plover" never even approached last year the place of her 
destination, and whatever search she may yet be able to make has to be accom­
plished this summer. The" Herald" surveying vessel in the Pacific has orders, 
if possible, to supply her with additional stores. 

The second division of the expedition was one of boats, to explore the coast of 
the Arctic Sea between the Mackenzie and Coppermine Rivers, or from the 
135th to the 115th degree of West longitude, together with the south coast of 
Wollaston Land-·-it beino- supposed, that if Sir John Franklin's party had been com­
pelled to leave the ships "'and take to their boats, they would make for this coast. 

l'he non-arrival by this time (April 1849) of an express from Sir John Richardson, 
proves that his last summer's search was fruitless. 

The third portion of the expedition of search consists of two ships, the" Enter­
prise" and" Investigator," under the command of Sir James Ross and Captain 
Bird, which sailed in l\Iay 1848 for Lancaster Sound. They were last heard of 
on the 28th of August last, when they were at the entrance of this Sound. 

Sir James Ross intended to proceed in the" Enterprise," carefully examining 
the shores of Lancaster Sound and Barrow's Strait on his way to Melville Island 
or to Banks' Land, and thence to send out exploring parties in boats. 

This second ship, the" Investigator," under command of Captain Bird, appears 
to have received instructions from Sir James Ross to watch Lancal;ter Sound, for 
the purpose both of communicating with the whaling ships from England this 
summer, and of looking out for stragglers from the" Erebus " and" Terror," 
should any be endeavouring to reach the neighbourhood of the fishing grounds. 

From the late period of the season, however, at which the" Enterprise" and 
" Investigator" reached Lancaster Sound, it is calculated that they can scarcely 
have had more than a fortnight for their operations during the last summer, and 
that a wide field for search remains open during the approaching season, for 
which, however, the means at present in activity are by no means adequate. It 
is the general belief of those officers who have served in the former Arctic 
Expeditions, that the discovery ships" Erebus " and" Terror," whatever accident 
may have befallen them, cannot have wholly disappeared from those seas; and 
that some traces of their fate, if not some livinO' remnant of their crews, must 
eventually rew~rd the search of the diligent investigator. It is possible that they 
may be found III quarters the least expected; but, in the first instance the atten­
~ion of ships .engag:ed in t~e sear~h shoul~ be directed to the quarters' pointed at 
III the AdmI~aIty lDstr~ctlOns ?,Iven. ~o S1I' John Franklin, and especially to the 
channels leadlllg out of Barrow s Strait to the north. The chief of these is that 
called W elli~gton Strl'lit, ~hich it .is probable Sir James Ross has not yet explored, 
and ~?ere, If enta?gled I~ the Ice, and exhausted for want of provisions, their 
condItIOn must be I.n the hIghest degree dangerolls. It is also very desirable that 
the coast!'; of Boothia and North ~omerset should be carefully examined, as well 
as the shores .of the Gulf of BoothIa and Regent's Inlet, and the coast eastward of 
the Coppermllle. t? Great Fi~h or Back's River; also the sounds and inlets north 
and west of Baffin s Bay, WhICh. are supposed to communicate with 'Vellington's 
Cha~nel to the West. Some ot these parts m~ght be explored by boats or land 
parties, ~s w.ould all that part, also unprOVided for, which lies between the 
l\lackenZle River and Icy Cape to the west. 

It .is the opinion of several experienced officers, that two small vessels, of 
f.he size of 1~0, or 180, and of 80 tons respectively, drawing not above 10 
feet water, might answer the purpose of careful search in these seas as well 
as larger vessels. ' 

Mr. 
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Mr. Clayton to Lady Jane Franklin. 

Department of State, 'Vashington, 
Madam, 25 April 1849. 

YOUR letter to the President of the United States, dated .April 4, 1849, has 
been received by him, and he has instructed me to make to you the following 
reply. 

The appeal made in the letter with which you have honoured him, is such as 
would strongly enlist the sympathy of the rulers and the people of any portion of 
the civilised world. 

To the citizens of the United States, who share so largely in the emotions which 
agitate the public mind of your own country, the name of Sir John Franklin has 
been endeared by his heroic virtues, and the sufferings and sacrifices which he 
has encountered for the benefit of mankind. The appeal of his wife and daughter. 
in their distress, has been borne across the waters, asking the assistance of a 
kindred people to save the brave men who embarked in his unfortunate expedi­
tion; and the people of the United States, who have watched with the deepest 
interest that hazardous enterprise, will now respond to that appeal, by the expres­
sion of their united wishes that every proper effort may be made by this govern­
ment for the rescue of your husband and his companions. 

To accomplish the objects you have in view, the attention of American navi­
gators, and especially of our whalers, will be immediately invoked. A]] the 
information in the possession of this government, to enable them to aid in 
discovering the missing ships, relieving their crews, and restoring them to their 
families, shall be spread far and wide among our people; and all that the 
executive government of the United States, in the exercise of its constitutional 
powers, can effect, to meet this requisition on American enterprise, skill and 
bravery, will be promptly undertaken. 

The hearts of the American people will be deeply touched by your eloquent 
~ddress to their Chief Magistrate. and they will join with you in an earnest prayer 
to Him whose spirit is on the waters, that your husband and his companions 
may yet be restored to their country and their friends. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) John M. Clayton. 

TilE Lady of Sir John Franklin to Mr. Clayton. 

Sir, Bedford-place, London, 24 May 1849. 
THE letter with which yon have kindly honoured me, conveying the reply of 

the President of the United States to the appeal I ventured to address to him in 
behalf of the missing Arctic Expedition under my husband's command, has filled 
my heart with gratitude, and excites the liveliest feelings of admiration in all who 
have had an opportunity of seeing it. 

Relying upon the reports in the American papers just received, I learn that the 
people of the United States have responded, as you foresaw they would, to the 
appeal made to their humane and generous feelings, and that in a manner worthy 
of so great and powerful a nation,-indeed, with a munificence which is almost 
without a parallel. 

I will only add, that I fully and firmly rely upon the wisdom and efficiency of 
the measures undertaken by the American government. 

I beg you to do me the favour of conveying to the President the expression of 
my deep respect and gratitude, and I trust you will accept yourself my heartfelt 
acknowledgments for the exceedingly kind and feeling manner in which you have 
conveyed to me his Excellency's sentiments. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Jane Franklin. 

107. Mr. 
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Mr. Crampton to Mr. Clayton. 

Sir, Washington, 9 June 1849. 

I HAVE been directed by Her Majesty's Government ~o lose no time ~n commu­
nicating to the Government of the United ~tates, the prlOt~d papers whICh I ~ave 
the honour to enclose herewith, in case an IlltentlOn on theIr part, referred to III a 
statement which appeared in t?e "Ti~es" ,n~wsf>ape:" of ,the 22d uhim?, of 
sending two ships in search of Slf John F rankhn s ~xpedltlOn I~ really enter~allled, 
it having been suggested by the Lords of the AdmIralty, th?t, III that .case, It may 
be useful that the United States Government may he III possessIOn of these 
papers, containing the vi,ews of, officers compete~~ t.:> give an opinion as to the 
best measures for affordmg rehef to the expedItIon, and the steps taken by Her 
Majesty's Government for that purpose... ' , 

Her Majesty's Government are e,re thIs ~ppflsed of the realIty ?~ th~ lIberal ~nd 
philanthropic intention of the Pr~sldent w~th regard to the eXI;>edltlOn 10 questIOn, 
which 1 had the honour of report1Og to V Iscolmt Palmerston, III a despatch, dated 
the 14th ultimo. I have, therefore, the satisfaction of being enabled now to fulfil 
the illstruction which has been addressed to me in anticipation of the correctness 
of the statement which had already reached Her Majesty's Government, by 
expressing to you, Sir, their full appreciation of the generous and humane motives 
which have induced the Government of the United States to send an expedition to 
the Arctic Seas, 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, Sir, the assurance of my 
highest consideration. 

Hon. John M. Clayton. (signed) John F. Crampton. 
&c. &c. &c. 

THREE Thousand Pounds, or a Proportion thereof, according to the Services 
rendered, offered by Lady Franklin to such of the Whaling Ship~ as shall be 
generously inclined to assist the Search for Sir Jolzn Franklin and his gallant 
Companions. 

WITH the view of inducing any whaling ships which shall resort to Davis's 
Strait and Baffin's Bay to make special efforts in search of the expedition under 
the command of Sir John Franklin, I hereby offer the sum of three thousand 
pounds (3,0001.), or a proportion thereof, according to the services rendered, to 
such ,ship or ships as, departing from the usual fishing-grounds, shall discover, 
and, If needed, afford effectual relief to the above expedition, or to any portion 
of it. 

It is proposed that the amount of reward, accordin(J to the efforts made, and 
services performed, shall be determined by the follo~ing gentlemen, who have 
kindly cOllsented to act as referees; viz.--

Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, K. c. B. 

Captain Sir W. Edward Parry, R.X. 

Tho.uas Ward, Esq., Hull. 

In regard to the distribution of the sum awarded among owners, captains, 
?ffi~er~ and seamen, the amount to each to be adjusted in the same proportions as 
If SimIlar value of produce from the fishing had been obtained. 

In !~e event of ':l0r~ than one ship making special efforts to give succour to the 
expedItion, each ship IS to receive its proportion of the reward ao-reeably to the 
decision of the referees. ~ 

The attention of ~hale.rs ,disposed ~o aid in this service is particularly directed 
to t~e Gulf of BoothIa, wlthm Regent s Inlet, or to any of the inlets or channels 
leadmg out of Barrow's Strait, or the sea beyond, either northward or southward, 
as al1'o to any sounds or inlets in the north and western sides of Baffin's Bay, 
above the 75th degree of latitude. 

~hould i~ be clearly proved and ascertained that any whaler has made extra­
ordmary efforts or special researches in quarters remote from the ordinary fishing­
grounds, for the purpose designated, tho~gh no. success may have attended their 
endeavours, the case of such whaler, WIth a vIew to reward will be taken into 
favourable consideration by the referees. ' 

For 
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For the greater satisfaction of parties claiming reward, the owners and captains letter from Lady 
shall be authorized, if they desire it, to nominate one additional referee, who f:hall ~ranktbn tuftlth,e 

d . II h d' r . I . I r I . h necre ary 0 t! act an vote In a. respects as t e stan lI~g relere~s In tIe specm c~e lor ,\ l~C Admiralty 
they.may be nommated. The referees, beIng then Increased to four, ",III, accordIng (with Enclosures). 
to the usual order of business, choose for themselves a fifth as umpire. 

Twenty thousand pounds sterling ($ 100,000) reward to he given by Her Bri­
tannic Majesty's Government to sucll private ship, or distributed among such 
private ships, or to any exploring party or parties of any country, as may, in the 
judgment of the Board of Admiralty, have rendered efficient assistance to Sir.Tohn 
Franklin, his ships, or theil' crews, and may huv(' contritJuted directly to extricate 
them from the ice. 

(signed) H. G. Ward, 
London, 23 March 1849. Secretary to the Admiralty. 

The attention of whalers, or of any other ships or parties uisposed to aid ill 
this service, is particularly directed to Smith's Sound, and Jones' sound, in Baffin's 
Bay, to Regent's Inlet, and the Gulf of Boothia, as well as to any of the inlets or 
channels leading out of Barrow's Straits, particularly Wellington Strait, or the sea 
beyond, either northward or southward. 

'vessels entering through Behring's Straits would necessarily direct their search 
north and south of Melville Island. 

Note.-Persons desirous of obtaining information relative to the missing expe­
dition, are referred to Edmund A. Grattan, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty's consul, 
Boston, Massachusetts, or Anthony Barclay, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty's consul, 
New York. 

Mr. Bancroft to Mr. Clayton. 
(Extract.) 

United States Legation, London, 15 June 184D. 

Si~ * • • • • 
THE newspapers having announced that it is the President's intention to fit out 

two ships to go in search of Sir John Franklin, the Royal Society have passed 
a vote on the subject, which the Earl of Rosse, President of the Royal Society, has 
communicated to me by a letter, a copy of which is enclosed. Not having any offirial 
knowledgp of the President's intention, I have taken care, when appealed to, to 
say' that I knew nothing on the subject beyond what was bef~re the world. You 
will obs£rve, also, that the subject has engaged the attentIOn of the House of 
Commons. I was present, and heard Sir Robert Inglis, Lord Palmerston, and 
Mr. n'lsraeli speak upon it in the handsomest manner. 

.. • '*' • • * 
I am, &c. 

Ilon. John M. Clayton, 
Secretary of State, Washington, D. c. 

(signed) Oeo'rge Bancroft. 

The Earl of Rosse to Mr. Bancroft. 

My dear Sir, 13, Connaught-place, 9 June 1849. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that, at the annual meeting of the Hoyal 

Society, held the ith instant, a communication was rtad from Admiral Silo F. 
Beaufort, in which he apprized the Society that the American government had 
nobly undertaken to send an expedition in search of Sir John Franklin; upon 
which, a vote of thanks was moved by Sir Charles Lemon, seconded by Lord 
Northampton, and carried with the utmost enthusiasm, expressive of the gratitude 
of the Royal Society to the American government, and of their deep sense of the 
kind and brotherly feeling which had prompted so liberal an act of humanity. 

Allow me to assure you, that it is peculiarly gratifying to me to have the honour 
lOi. T 3 of 



No. 16. 
Letter from Lady 
Franklin to the 
Secretary of the 
Admiralty 
(with Enclosures). 

PA PERS AND CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE 

of being the humble instrument i? conveying to you the than~s of the Royal 
Society on this occasion; and pe~mlt m~ to express a hope that this most §?enero~s 
act of the United States may, If possible, draw cl?ser the bonds of ffJ7ndship 
between the two kindred nations. That the UDited States may c?n.t~nu~ to 
progress with the same extraordin~ry rapidi~y in the art.s of peace and clVlhzat.lOn, 
and to hold the same high place ill the sCle?ce and hterature of the world, IS, I 
am sure, the anxious desire of the Royal SOcIety. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Rosse. 

His Excellency George Bancroft, Esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 

:\Ir. Smyth to Mr. Bancroft. 

Dear Sir, 3, Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, 20 June 1849. 
HA VING notified to a general meeting of the Royal Geographical Society of 

London, holden on Monday, the 11th instant, that the government of the United 
States, with noble feeling and generous iberality, ordered an expedition, under 
the command of a very distinguished officer, to assist in the search, in the Arctic 
regions, for Captain Sir John Franklin (late a Vice-president of the said Society) 
and his brave companions, it was resolved unanimously to transmit an expression 
of the Society's gratitude to the American government, and their full sense of the 
benovolent impulse which prompted so admirable an act of humanity. 

On so deeply interesting an occasion, I beg to be allowed to assure you of the 
gratification I feel on being made the instrument of this expression; and believe 
me, very sincerely, dear sir, 

Your faithful and obedient servant, 
TV. H. Smyth, 

President Royal Geographical Society. 

His Excellency the Hon. George Bancroft, 
&c. &c. &c. 

The Lady of Sir John Fmnkiin to the President. 

Sir, Spring-gardens, London, II December 1849. 
I HAD the honour of addressing myself to you, in the month of April last, in 

behalf of my husband, Sir John Franklin, his officers and crews, who were sent 
by Her Majesty's government, in the spring of 1845, on a maritime expedition for 
the discovery of the North-west Passage, and who have never since been heard of. 

Their mysterious fate has excited, I believe, the deepest interest throughout 
the civilized world, but nowhere more so, not even in England itself, than in the 
United States of America. It was under a deep conviction of this fact, and with 
the humble hope that an appeal to those generous sentiments would never be 
made altogether in vain, that 1 ventured to lay before you the necessities of that 
critical period, and to ask you to take up the cause of humanity which I pleaded, 
and generously make it your own . 

. How nobly you, sir, ar.d the American people, responded to that appeal, how 
kmdly and courteollsly that response was conveyed to me, is known wherever 
our common language is spoken or understood; and though difficulties, which 
were mainly owing to the advanced state of the season, presented themselves 
after your official announcement had been made known to our Government, and 
prevented the immediate execution of your intentions, yet the generous pledge 
you had given was not altogether withdrawn, and hope still remained to me that, 
should the necessity for renewed measures continue to exist, I might look again 
across the waters for the needed succour. 

A period has now, alas! arrived, when our dearest hopes as to the safe return 
of the discovery ships this autumn are finally crushed by the unexpected, though 
forced return of ~ir James Ross, without any tidings of them, and also by the 
close of the arctic season. And not only have no tidings been brought of 

their 
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their sa~ety or of their fate, but even the very traces of their course have yet Lette~f~~~ tdy 
to be dIscovered; for such was the concurrence of unfortunate and unusual Franklin to the 
circumstances attending the efforts of the brave and able officer alluded to, that Secr~tary of the 
he was not able to reach those points where indications of the course of the dis- td~r~ty I ) 
covery ships would most probably be found. And thus, at the close of a second wIt ne osures • 

season since the departure of the recent expedition of search, we remain in nearly 
the same state of ignorance respecting the missing expedition as at the moment of 
its starting from our shores. And in the meantime our brave countrymen, whe-
ther clinging still to their ships, or dispersed in variolls directions, have entered 
upon a fifth winter in those dark and dreary solitudes, \\ith exhausted means of 
sustenance, while yet their expected succour comes not! 

It is in the time, then, of their greatest peril, in the day of their extremest 
need, that I venture, encouraged by your former kindness, to look to you again 
for some active efforts which may come in aid of those of my own country, and 
add to the means of search. Her Majesty's Ministers have already resolved on 
sending an expedition to Behring's Straits, and doubtless have other necessary 
measures in contemplation, supported as they are, in every means that can be 
devised for this humane purpose, by the sympathies of the nation and by the 
generous solicitude which our Queen is known to feel in the fate of her brave 
people imperilled in their country's service. But, whatever be the measures con­
templated by the Admiralty, they cannot be such as wilt leave no room or neces­
sity for more, since it is only by the multiplication of means, and those vigorous 
and instant ones, that we can hope, at this last stage, and in this last hour, 
perhaps, of the lost navigators' existence, to snatch them from a dreary grave. 
And surely, till the shores and seas of those frozen regions have been swept 
in aU directions, or until some memorial be found to attest their fate, neither 
England, who sent them out, nor even America, on whose shores they have been 
launched in a cause which has interested the world for centuries, will deem the 
question at rest. 

May it please God so to move the hearts and wills of a great and kindred 
people, and of their chosen Chief Magistrate, that they may join heart and hand 
in the generous enterprise! The respect and admiration of the world, which 
watches with growing interest every movement of your great republic, will follow 
the chivalric and humane endeavour, and the blessing of them who were ready to 
perish shall come upon you! 

I have, &c. 
(si2;ned) Jane Franklin. 

His Excellency the President of the United States. 

The Lady of Sir John Pranklin to Mr. Clayton. 

Sir, Spring-gardens, London, 12 December 1849. 
I BEG to transmit, through you, to the President of the United States, the 

accompanying letter, trusting to that same kindness on his part of which you have 
already been the feeling and eloquent exponent, that it will be reCEived with an 
indulgence similar to that which I met with before. 

Sir John H.ichardson informs me that the interest felt in the United States for 
the unfortunate missing expedition under my husband's command is as lively and 
deep as ever; and in this feeling, and in the benevolent disposition of the Pre­
sident, I place my humble confidence. 

I have, &c. 
(s i gned ) Jane Frank lin. 

Enclosure 6, in No. 16 (A.) 

Great Baling, Middlesex, 
My dear Lady Franklin, 6 February 1850. 

IT is of course of vital importance that the generous co-operation of the 
Americans in the rescue of Sir John Franklin and his crews be directed to points 
which call for search, and at the same time give them a clear field for the exercise 
of their energy and emulation. It would be a pity, for instance, jf they should be 

107. T 4 merely 



No. 16. 
I.eller from Lady 
franklin to the 
Secretary of the 
Adtniralty 
( with Enclosures). 

15 2 PAPERS AND CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE 

merely working on the same ground with ourselves, whilst ex.t~nsive portions of 
the Arctic Sea, in which it is equally pro~able th~ I?st Expedition may be found,. 
should be left unexamined; and none, III my opllllOn, offers a better prospect of 
successful search than the coasts of Repulse Bay, Hecla and Fury Strait, Com­
mittee Bay, Felix Harbour, the Estuary of the Great Fish River, a.nd Simpson's 
Strait with the sea to the north-west of it. My reasons for saymg so are as , 
follows:- . 

Suppose Sir John Franklin to have so far carried out the tenor of IllS orders as 
to have penetrated south-west froll~ Cape Walker,. and .to have been either" cast 
away," or hopelessly imped.ed .by I~e, and that .eIther III the past or present/ear 
lie found it necessary to qUit his ships, they ~emg any where between. 100 and 
108° west longitude, and 70° and 730 north latitude. Now, to retrace hiS steps to 
Cape Walker, and thence to Regent's ~nle~, woul~ be !l0 doubt the first sugges­
tion that would arise. Yet there are objections to It; tJrstly, he probably would 
have to content! acrainst the prevailing set of the ice, and currents, and northerly 
winds; secondly, b if no whalers were found in Lancaster Sound, how was he to 
support his large party in regions where the musk ox or reindeer are never seen? 
thirdly, l~aviDg his ships in the summer, he knew he could only reach the 
whaling ground in the fall of the year; and, in such c~se.' would it not ~e.ad­
visable to make rather for the southern than the northern hU11t of the seas vIsited 
by the whalers'? fourthly, by edging to the south rather than the north, Sir John 
Franklin would be falling back to, rather than going from, relief, and increase 
the probabilities of providing food for his large party. 

I do Dot believe he would have decided on going due south, because the lofty 
land of Victoria Island was in his road, and when he did reach the American 
shore, he would only attain a desert, of whose horrors he no doubt retained a 
vivid recollection, and a lengthy land journey of more than 1,000 miles to the 
Hudson's Bay settlement was more than his men were capable of. 

There, therefore, remained but one route for Sir John under such circum­
stances to follow; and it decidedly has the following merit, that of being in a 
direct line for the southern limit of the whale fishery; that of leading through 
a series of narrol\' seas adapted for the navigation of small open boatb; that of 
being the most expeditious route by which to reach Fort Churchill, in Hudson's 
Bay; that ofleading through a region visited by Esquimaux and migratory animals; 
and this route is through the " Straits of James Ross," across the narrow isthmus 
of Boothia Felix (which, as you reminded me to-day, was not supposed to exist 
when Sir John Franklin left England, and bas been since discovered), into the Gulf 
of Boothia, where he could either pass by Hecla and Fury Strait intu the fishing­
ground of Hudson's Strait, or ehe go southward down Committee Bay, cross the 
Rae Isthmus into Repulse Bay, and endeavour from there to reach s~me vessels 
in Hudson's Bay, or otherwise Fort Churchill. 

It is not unlikely either, that when Franklin had got to the eastern extremity (If 
James Ross'ti Straits, and found the land to be across his path where he had ex­
pected to find a strait, that his party might have divided, and the more active 
portion of them attempted to ascend the Great Fish River, where we have Sir 
George Back's authority for supposing they would find, close to the Arctic shore" 
abundance of food in fish, and herds of reindeer, &c. whilst the others travelled on 
the road I have already mentioned. 

To search for them, therefore, on this line of retreat I should think hi<Jhly 
essential, and if neglected this year, it must be done next· and if not done by the 
Americans, it ought to be done by us. ' 

I therefo~e s~ggest the following plan. Suppose a well-equipped expedition to 
leave Amenca III May, and to enter Hudson's Straits and then divide into two 
divisions. Th~ first di~ision might go northward, thr;ugh Fox Channel to Hecla 
and Fury Straits, examme the sh.ores of the latter carefully, deposit provisions at 
thl! westl!~ extrem~, erect conspicuous beacons, and proceed to Melville or Felix 
~arbour, III Boothia, secure their v~ssel or vessels, and despatch, as soon as 
circumstances would allow, boat partIes across the neck of the i~thmus into the 
west~rn wa~ers. Here let t~e~ divide, and one party proceed through James 
Ross s StraIts, carefully ~xammlllg the coast, and push over sea, ice or land, to the 
n~rth-\\ ~bt as !ar as pOSSIble. The other boat party to examine the estuary of the 
Gre~t Fish ~Iver, ~nd thenc~ proceed \\ estward along the coast of Simpson's 
Stra~t, and, If pusslble, examme the Broad Eay, formed between it and Dease's 
Strait. 

The 
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The second division, on parting company, might pass south of Southampton Letter ~rom Lady 
Island, and coast along from Chesterfield Inlet (northward) to Repulse Bay. At Franklm to the 

Repulse Bay, a ~oat party w~th .two bo.ats migl~t. cross Rae Isthmus into the ~~%~::~r/fthe 
bottom of CommIttee Bay, wIth InstructIOns to vISIt both shores of the said bay, (with Enclosures). 
and to rendezvous at the western entrance of Hecla and Fury Strait. The second 
division (be it one or more vessels) should then pass into Fox Channel, and, 
turning through Hecla and I"ury Strait, pick up the boats at the rendezvous; and 
thence, if the first division have passed on all right, and do not require reinforce-
ment, the second division should steer northward along the unknown coast, ex-
tending as far as Cape Kater; from Cape Kater proceed to Leopold Island, and, 
having secured their ships there, despatch boat or travelling parties in a direction 
~outh-west from Cape Rennell, in North Somerset, being in a parailel line to the 
line of search we shall adopt from Cape Walker, and at the same time it will traverse 
the unknown sea beyond the islands lately observed by Captain Sir James Ross. 

Some such plan as this would, I think, ensure your gallant husband being met 
or assisted, should he be to the sou th or the west of Cape Walker, and attempt to 
return by a south-east course, a direction Ilhich, I think, others as well as myself 
would agree in thinking a very rational and probable one. 

r will next speak of an argument which has been brought forward in consequence 
of no traces of the missing Expedition having been discovered in Lancaster 
Sound; that it is quite possible, if Franklin failed in g'etting throuiSh the middle 
ice from Melville Bay to Lancaster Sound, that, sooner than disappoint public 
anxiety and expectation of a profitable result arising from his Expedition, he may 
have turned northward, and gone up Smith's Sound; every mile beyond its 
entrance was new ground, and therefore a reward tf) the discoverer. It likewise 
brought them nearer the Pole, and may be they found that open sea of which 
Baron 'Vrangel speaks so constantly in his journeys over the ice northward from 
Siberia. 

It is therefore desirable that some vessels should carefully examine the entrance 
of this Sound, and visit all the conspicuous headlands for some considerable 
distance within it; for it ought to be borne in mind, that localities perfectly acces­
sible for the purpose of erecting beacons, &c., one season, may be quite 
impracticable the next, and that Franklin, late in the season, and pressed for 
time, would not have wasted time, scaling bergs to reach the shore and pile up 
cairns, of which, in all the sanguine hope of success, he could not have foreseen 
the necessity. 

Should any clue be found to the lost Expedition in this direction, to follow it 
up would, of course, be the duty of the relieving party, and everything would 
depend necessarily on the judgment of the commanders. 

In connexion with this line of search, I think a small division of vessels starting 
from Spitzbergen, and pushing from it in a north-west dirf'ction, might be of 
great service; for, on reference to the chart, it will be seen that Spitzbergen is as 
near the probable position of Franklin (if he went north about), on the east, as 
Behring's Straits is upon the west; and the probability of reaching the meridian of 
80· west from Spitzbergen is equally as good as, if not better than, from Behring's 
Straits, and, moreover, a country capable of supporting life always in the rear to 
fall back upon. 

I do not enter into the details; but there is one point that I think cannot be too 
much impressed on the Government of the United States, the necessity of their 
expeditions being aided by steam in some shape or other. It alone can ensure 
their reaching their various destinations this season; it will compensate for any 
delay that may arise in the equipment, and it will prevent the zeal and enthusiasm 
of those employed being wasted in battling with currents and calms, the most 
disheartening obstacles, it appears to me, that Arctic relieving parties can have 
to encounter. 

Yours, &c. 

To Lady Franklin. 
(signed) Sherard Osbo1'Jl, 

Lieutenant, Royal Navy. 

u Enclosure 
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Providence, Rhode Island, 
Honoured and dear Sir, 27 November 1849. 

I SENT you a few days since the. " Providence .Journal,': c~ntaining a plan .for 
an Expedition to go in search of SIr John Franklm, the prmclpal feature of whICh 
was to send a steam-boat propelled by a screw, &c. &c. 

Amona other remarks and letters which my plan brought forth, was a letter 
from Captain Lynch, late. of th~ Dead Sea Expedition, by which it appears that 
this officer has tendered hIS services to the Government, and proposes even to fit 
out a steamer by private subscriptions in case the Government will sanction it, 
&c. &:c. 

By the way, I ought to mention that Captain Wilks has also tendered his 
services to go in search of Sir John. 

With high respect, 
I am, &c. 

(signed) John Russell Bartlett. 
To the Rev. Dr. Scoresby. 

LETTER of Captain Lynch (above alluded to). 

Sir, Baltimore, Maryland, 17 November 1849. 
AN article copied from your Journal into the columns of the" Home Journal ,. 

of the present week, respecting Sir John Franklin, jumps so accordant with my 
own ideas, that I take the liberty of addressing you, for the article proves you to 
be an intelligent observer. 

Nearly six months ago, when an expedition in quest of that intrepid navigator 
was contemplated, I conceived the idea of volunteering to head it. On reaching 
Washington, I learned tbat Captain Wilks was about to be appointed; and as he 
is far more competent, I withheld my application, and did not ask for a subordi­
nate position, as I had no faith whatever in either of the two modes then under 
consideration, which were either small fishing-vessels or sloops of war. I then 
stated to Commodore Skinner, Chief of the Bureau of Construction, that, in my 
opinion, sailing-vessels, i. e. vessels propelled alone by canvas, would not answer. 
I suggested a strong steam-ship, to be immediately sent to Nova Scotia, to fill in 
with fuel, from whence two vessels laden with coals would also proceed as soon as 
possible-one to a designated point in Greenland, and the other to one in Baffin's 
Bay. 

Not knowing that the" Princeton " was defective, I thought her exactly suited 
to the purpose. 

After wasting time in fruitless deliberation, the contemplated attempt was 
ahandoned, mucb, I am told, to the chagrin of General Taylor. 

W Iltn, last month, the country was electrified by intelligence (apocryphal, it is 
true, but possible) of the position of Sir John, I made a written application to the 
1\ avy Department, to head an Expedition to start as early as practicable next year, 
stating that if it were undertaken, there are some arrangements which cannot be 
too soon made. I further said, that should there be a question as to expense, 
I thought that if he would sanction the attempt, and promise officers and men 
(all volunteers), and provisio~s, I could raise sufficient from pri vate!:'ources to 
char~er,. strength.en and eqUip a steamer. I ?ave received no reply to that 
applIcatlOll; but It may be that the Secretary awaIts Congressional action, for I am 
sure. that ~le would rather foster tha~ frown upon such an undertaking. It is 
Hot ImpOSSible, therefore, that somethmg may yet be done; and in order that I 
may be prepared to sus~ain my ap!)lication, sho?ld none more deserving offer, I 
beg you, at your convemence, to give me some mformation on a subject you seem 
to understa~)d so thoroughly: Our concurrent opinion as to Baffin's Bay and 
Greenland mduces me to belIeve that I will comprehend all the views you may be 
pleased to present. 

As a very slight amends for ~l~e liberty I take, I request your acceptance of 
a route-map of the late Expedition to Syria, just issued from the press. 

Your obedient Servant, 
(signed) W. F. Lynch, U. S. Navy. 

-No. 17.-
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COpy of a LETTER from Dr. Richard King to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, 17, Saville-row, 18 February 1850. N 
d h o. Ii· 

THE perio aving arrived when a search may be made for the Franklin Letter from Dr. 
Expedition by an overland journey across the continent of America, I am Ilicl2ard King to 
anxious to refer mv Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty for reconsideration the :::.ecre~ary of 
to my plan, dated February 1848, and published in a Return to an Address of the AdmIralty. 

the Honourable the House of Commons of the 21st of March following. 
The opinion of Captain Sir E. Parry, published in that Return, was highly 

favourable to the position I assigned to the lost Expedition, the western land of 
North Somerset, and to the mode in which I proposed to reach it by the Great 
Fish River; "but the gallant officer, agreeing thus far, was compelled to differ 
with me as to the readiest mode of reaching that coast, because he felt satisfied 
that with the resources of the Expedition then equippin,g under Sir James Ross, 
the energy, skill and intelligence of that officer would-render it a matter of no 
very difficult enterprise to examine the coast in question with his ship's boats or 
travelling parties." 

In the plan to which I am now asking their Lordships' reconsideration, this 
question, which I premised might be raised, is thus argued hy me :-" Does tbe 
attempt of Sir James Ross to reach the western land of North Somerset in boats 
from his station in Barrow Strait render tbat proposal unnece~sary ?-(to reach 
the western land of North Somerset by the Great Fish River). Here the facts 
will speak for themselves; lst. Barrow Strait was ice-bound in 1832; it may 
therefore be ice-bound in 1848. 2d. Sir James Ross is using the same means to 
relieve Sir J. Franklin which have led the gallant officer into his difficulty; the 
relief party may therefore become a party in distress. 3d. The land that is 
made on the south shore of Barrow Strait will be of doubtful character, the 
natural consequence of discovery in ships; the searching party at the end of 
the summer may therefore find they have been coasting an island many miles 
distant from the western land of North Somerset, or navigating a deep bay, as 
Kotzebue navigated the sound named after him, and as Sir J. Franklin navigated 
the sea called Melville Sound." 

" The plan which I have proposed is to reach the Polar Sea across the conti­
nent of America, and thus to proceed from land known to be continent, where 
every footstep is sure." "If that plan be laid aside, the lives of our lost country~ 
men will depend upon a single throw in the face of almost certain failure." 

This only point of difference between Sir E. Parry and myself, in 1848, is 
now, in 1850, at an end. Barrow Strait was ice-bound; the single throw fell 
far short of its mark; Captain Sir James Ross failed in affording the least 
succour to the lost Expedition; and I am thus spared the painful necessity of 
replying to the gallant officer's remarks, expressed to their Lordships in no mea~ 
sured terms, upon that plan, which in fact Sir E. Parry has done for me; the 
plan of one who learnt his lesson in Arctic discovery in an overland journey in 
search of the gallant officer, when the whole civilized world was as anxious for his 
fate as it is now for the gallant Sir J. Franklin. 

All that has been done by way of search since February 1848 tends to draw 
attention closer and closer to the western land of North Somerset, as the posi tion 
of Sir John Franklin, and to the Great Fish River, as the high road to reach it. 
Such a plan as I proposed to their Lordships in 1848 is, consequently, now of 
the utmost importance. It would be the happiest moment of my life (and my 
delight at being selected from a long list of volunteers for the relief of Sir John 
Ross was very great), if their Lordships would allow me to go by myoid route, 
the Great Fish River, to attempt to save human life a second time on the shores 
of the Polar Sea. What I did in search of Sir John Ross is the best earnest of 
what I could do in search of Sir John Franklin. 

That the route by the Great Fish River will sooner or later be undertaken in 
the search for Sir John Franklin, I have no doubt. That high road to the land 
where I have all along maintained that Sir John Franklin would be found, and 
in which opinion I am now associated with many others, including Sir E. Parry 
himself, cannot much longer he neglected. 

For some time past it has been the cry, even in the highest official quarters, 
that the Government will not again att(~mpt the discovery of the North West 
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Passage, and the fate of Sir John Franklin is invariably referred to as an example 
of the fruitlessness of such an attempt. 

The fruitlessness of Sir John Franklin's attempt ought not entirely to discredit 
the service in which he has been engaged, but rather to awaken us to the 
grievous error committed in the !nstructions which ~e receive?, and ~pon which 
it is impossible to look back without the most pal?ful f:elmgs. fhe gallant 
officer was in fact instructed to lead a forlorn hope. rhe discovery of the North 
'Vest Passaae is the certain result of so overwhelming a catastrophe. . 

In the absence of authentic information of the fate of the gallant band of 
adventurers the terra incoO'Jlita of the northern coast of North America will not , 0 • 

only be trac£d, but minutely surveyed, and the solutIOn of the problem of cen-
turies will encracre the marked attention of the House of Commons and the 
Lecrislative As~e~lblies in other parts of the world. The problem is very safe 
in ~beir hands-so safe. indeed, that I venture to assert five years will not elapse 
before it i~ solved. 

I may be allowed to state, in urging my c.laio:s to con~uct an exp~dition d~wn 
the Great Fish River, whenever such a serVIce IS determmed by their Lordships, 
that, ill addition to my intimate knowled!2e of that stream, I persisted almost 
sincrle-handed for sever'al years prior to th'e discovery, for three most important 
features of the northern coast of North America: the Peninsula of North 
Somerset, the Great Bay of Simpson, and Cape Britannia, all of wbich are now 
established geographical facts. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Ricltard King. 

-No. 18.-

COpy of a LETTER from Mr. Tlwmas lVard, of Hull, Owner of the" Truelove," 
Whaler, to Captain Hamilton, Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, Hull, 28 February 1850. 
WITH reference to the last conversation I had the honour to hold with you, I 

now beg to say that I have spoken several times to 1\1 r. Parker (of the" Truelove") 
since my return home, relative to the expediency of taking Esquimaux, with their 
dogs and sledges, on board the ships now fitting for Davis Straits. 

He continues to entertain the opinion of such a measure being absolutely 
nece~sary, in order to carry ont a proper search, and considers that what may be 
requisite will be easily obtainable at tbe neighbourhood of " South-east Bay," at 
the southern part of Disco, \\'bere there are several settlements belonging to the 
Danes and Moravians, at or near which the natives are always to be found; and 
if a sufficient supply could not be had there, it might and could be made up at 
Operniwick. 

He advises that] 2 dogs at least should be taken in eacll ship, ana two sledges; 
the na~ives c~mmonly run eight dogs in a sledge; but the extra number might 
be deSIrable,. m case any should fall lame, or die; and he strongly recommends 
that eac? 5hlp shou~d ha\'e a moderate supply o~ implements (harpoons, lines, 
l~nces, &c.), for takmg a wllale now and then, whI~h would furnish ample food 
f?r the dogs, and :].lso make ready and excellent fuel for the steamers. At par­
ticular seasons of t?e year, harpoon ~uns are used by the whalers, and it mi!!ht 
be, well for each shIP. to ha.ve two, \\"lth rroper harpoons and lances to fit tbem. 

fhe rate of tr.aye~lmg \Ilth dogs and Sledges, when the ground is favourable,-I 
n~ean when ~be Ice IS tolerably level by the frozen snow,-is 35 to 40 miles ptlr 
diem; the distance f!'om Operniwick to Leively is generally done in the winter in 
three days, over the Ice which adjoins the main land. 

The .l\lora\'i~n missionaries. which are located at various places would be most 
~sefuJ I.n ~electlDg s.uch Esql1l~aux as were to be depended upon; and perhaps, 
Ifpermlsslon II'ere given by thell' manacrers or directors in London or obtained 
from Germany (for which there is time), one or two of those excelle~t men would 
~ot .be ~nwi.lling to go. with them, and would form good interpreters, in case of 
lallmg III With other tribes near Lancaster Sound. 

I particularly allude to ;\Ir. Kleinschmidt; but I cannot say what station he is 
at. 
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