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ARC TIC E X P E D I T ION S. 

PaOCEEDIN GS of the ARCTIC EXPEDITION under the Command of Proceedings of Sir 
. S' Ed d B 1 h . fi b S 1 E. Belcher, c. B. Captam If war e c er, C. B., employed III the I1rt er eare 1 

for Sir John F1'anklin. 

No. 1. 

INSTRUCTIONS to Captain Sir E. Belcher, c. B., of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Assistance," for the guidance of his Proceedings in making further Search 
for Sir John Franklin. 

By the Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. &c. 

1. HAVING appointed you to the command of the expedition (to consist of 
the ships named in the margin) preparing for the further search for Sir John 
Franklin, you are, whenever such ships shall be in all respects ready, to put 
to sea, and, proceeding down channel or north about, make the best of your way 
to Barrow Strait, calling at Disco (if in your way), for such replenishments as 
the place affords, and for a supply of dogs for sledging purposes. 

2. We have entrusted you with this command, in the full persuasion of your 
thorough acquaintance with its obligations, and of your judgment and ability to 
meet them. 

3. We do not, therefore, consider it necessary to encumber you with minut~ 
instructions for your guidance at each step of your proceedings; but furnishing 
you with papers which point out the views of the Admiralty, as successive 
expeditions have been despatched from this country, and those also relative to 
the difficulties occurring to oppose those views, we leave it to you to decide, as 
the case shall present itself. 

4. We deem it right, however, that a certain course of proceedings should be 
pointed out to you; and adopting the recommendation of the Committee ap
pointed in October 1851, to inquire and report upon a previous expedition, 
the plan of future operations there proposed is to be considered as the ba~is of 
your proceedings. By that plan, Beechey Island is the point indicated as the 
basis of your operations, and you are to consider it as the grand rendezvous to 
which you are to push forward, there to establish the" North Star" as a general 
depot. 

5. Arrived at this point, two great objects will engage your attention :-
1st. The endeavouring to pass up Wellington Channel with one sailing 

vessel and one steamer. 
2d. The advance of a similar force towards Melville Island. 

6. The object of the first of these expeditions will be, the endeavour to recovpr 
those traces of Sir John Franklin which ceased at Cape Bowden to the north of 
Be~chey Island, and to follow up such traces, if they should be found. The 
object of the other expedition will be, to deposit, if possible, at Winter Harbour, 
Melville Island, or failing that, at Byam Martin Island, a supply of provisions, 
fuel, and clothing, for any parties that might reach such positions from Captain 
Collinson's or Commander M'Clure's ships. 

7 .. As regards the first-named expedition and the possible contingency of 
commg upon Sir John Franklin's track, we cannot too strongly impress upon 
you the necessity of your establishing along your line of route, cachettes of 
provisions sufficient to supply your crews, and those of the missing ships, 
should any accident happen to your own vessels and render it necessary for you 
to return without them to the general rendezvous at Beechey Island; and you 
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Proceedings of Sir will be most careful along the line of su~h route, as well as in every other 
E. Belcher, c. B. direction you may have to take,. t~ a~aII you~self of every remarkabl~ pro

montor)" point of land, or o[her dI5~mCtIVe locahty, to depos~t exac~ .notIces of 
your condition and intended proceedmgs; a~d you are to gIve posItIve ord~r8 
that these notices or records are to be deposIted 10 feet true north of the caIrn' 
or staff, and likewise beneath or in the cairn itself. 

8. 'With regard to the expedition to be despatched towards ~el~i1le Island, it 
is scarcely to be contemplated that, under the most favour.able cIrcumstances, 
more could be done in the first season than to reach that pomt; and the officer 
in charge of that service will of course have to take into account the having 
to winter in that quarter. 

9. His earliest attention in that case, in the ensuing spring, will be-1st. the 
depositing such supplies at Mel~'ille [sland as he can spar~, or end.eavo~lfin~ to 
convey them thither by sledges, If he should not reach the Island wIth hIS shIps; 
and 2d. the detachinO' travelling parties in a westerly direction for the combined 
purpose of a search f;r traces of Sir John Franklin, and of depositing notices in 
conspicuous situations as to where the supplies are left, but being at the same 
time strictly enjoined to return to their ships before the usual period of the 
breaking up of the ice. in order that snch ships may return to their rendezvous 
at Beechey Island, or otherwise prepare for quitting Lancaster Sound to return 
to England, according as the supplies on board of his ships and the length of 
time consumed in the above service shall require. 

10. And here we think it necessary more particularly to call your attention 
to the instructions to be given by you to the officer charged with this branch of 
the expedition; for whilst there is a possibility of your calculating on an early 
return of SLtch officer fr0m Melville Island in the summer of 1853, and of his 
being able to afford you support in any particular direction, it is on the other 
halld not improbable, that from a prolonged detention to the westward, it may 
be his boumh,·n duty not to hazard a further stay in those seas, but to make the 
be·st of his way home, in which case he must endeavour to communicate with 
the rendezvous at Beechey Island before finally quitting Barrow's Strait, in 
urder to obtain information of the other ships, and to deposit records of his 
proceedings. 

11. He should, therefore, be made to understand the nature of the responRi
bility that de\'ohes upon llim, both as to the execution of his orders in the first 
instance, and determining the point at which the power of compliance with those 
orders ceases. 

12 .. 1.t is,. of course, possible t1~at seasons such as were experienced by the 
expe~ltlOn In 1850-51 may agam occur to prevent a passage by ships up 
'Vellmgton Channel, or to the west of Griffith Island' and under such circum
stances, it will be for ~'ou .to consider how far it might ser~e any useful purpose 
to undertake. an exa~ma.tlOn by' travelling parties from Baring Bay, or Prince 
Alfred Hay, lJl the directIOn of Jones's Sound, in addition to those which it will 
be your duty to send out to the north and north-west for traces of Sir John 
Franklin, in the direction of Queen's Channel. ' 

13. Our instruct~ions,. therefore, are without reference to the possible circum
~tan~c of records stlll bemg found at Beechey Island, or elsewhere (and for which 
1t Will ~e your duty to sea~ch), at ~ certain distance from the respective cairns, 
whe~e It has been stat:d 1t was Sir John Franklin's custom to deposit them ;* 
and If by such records It ~hould prove that Sir John Franklin proceeded to the 
eastwa~'d ou~ of Lan.caster Sound, after he wintered at Beechey Island in 1845-46, 
you Will still contl.Due to push forward two of your ships towards Melville 
Islanu, as already directed by us, and with the other two you are to act as cir
cumstances may renller necessary, depending on the information which those 
records. m~y convey; and adv;rti.ng to the report of two ships having been seen 
on. the ICe I.n the .North ~tlantl?, 10 the spring of 1851, we think it expedient to 
draw your attentIOn. to thIS suhJect, that you may adopt such steps on your way 
from Baffin Bay, With reference to search and inquiry on the shores of Davis 

Strait!, 

• The piece of lin or copper. snid by Adam Beck to have be~n droppEd from a staff. should al50 
be looked for.-S't" EVIllcnce before Arctic Committee. ' 
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Straits, as you may consider most advisable under the circumstances above stated, Proceedings of Sit. 
and the information the records may convey. E. Belcher, c. B. 

14. You are aware of the deposit of stores and provisions at Port Leopold, 
and of the steam launch left there by Sir James Ross: you are at liberty to 

. employ that vessel in any way that her services may be made available; but 
with referen.ce to the store of provisioua at Port Leopold, and also those for 
100 men winch were landed by Mr. Saunders on an island in Navy Board Inlet, 
it is our directions that such provisions and stores shall on no account be touched 
by any of the vessels under your orders, unless compelled to do so by absolute 
necessity. 

15. We have furnished you with copies of these instructions, which you are 
to deliver to the captain and officers in command of vessels under your orders. 
And We deem it necessary that you should be directed to commllnicate freely 
and unreservedly with your second in command, and the officers in charge of the 
other ships, on all points connected with the expedition, keeping them acquainted 
with your views and intentions, that, in case of an accident happeninO' to your
self, or a s~par~tion of the ships, these officers may be fully aware of the course 
of proceedmgs mtended to be adopted by you; and, when the ships are separated 
from you for the purpose of carrying out our orders, the same unreserved inter
course and communication is to be maintained between the officers in command 
of the respective ships. 

16. You are, no doubt, aware of the " Prince Albert," private vessel, being 
engaged in a like search in the Arctic Seas; you are to afford that vessel every 
aid and assistance in the event of falling in with her, but you are in no \Yay to 
interfere with her orders, or take her under your charge. 

17. The various logs and private journals, with drawings, plans, &c., are to be 
sent to this office on the return of the expedition. And you are to be careful 
that, from the date of your parting company with the ships sent to assist in 
towing YQU, your own letters to our secretary, together with those of the officers 
addressing you, are duly numbered, as well as dated; and you are invariably, 
should any opportunity offer, to leave letters for us at such places as Cape 
Warrender, Ponds Bay, &c., provided no delay be incurred thereby. 

18. Your ships have been fully equipped for the service they are going upon; 
and it has been our desire that you should be provided with every means and 
resource that might be made available. We have an entire reliance on the best 
use and application of those means on your part, and we have equal confidence 
in the Ccl.re to be exercised by you for those employed under your orders; but 
there is one object which, in the exercise of that care, will natnrally engage your 
constant attention, and that is, the safe return of your party to this country. 

19. We are sensible, however, that notwithstanding a wish to keep this part 
of your duty prominently in mind, yet that an ardent desire to accomplish the 
object of your mission, added to a generous sympathy for your missing country
men, may prevail in some degree to carry you beyond the limits of a cautiou~ 
prudence. 

20. You are, therefore, distinctly to understand our directions to be, that the 
several ships under your orders shall each be on its way home, and to the east
ward of Barrow Strait, whenever their stock of provision shall have been reduced 
to 12 months' full allowance; and commending you, and those emploY,ed uuder 
y'0u, to the providence of God, we trl1st that success may crown your efforts, and 
that you may be the means of affording succour to those of our countrymen 
whose absence we have so long ueplored. 

Given under our hands this 16th day of April 185~, 

(signed) 

By command of their Lordships, 

JI/" ortitwllhcl'lalld. 
JI.yde Parker. 
Phipps Hornby. 
Thos. Herbert. 
Ale.z·. lUi/ne. 

(signed) lV. A. B. Hamilto1l. 

A 2 No. ~. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS. 

No.2. 

(No. I.) f h Ad . It LRTI'ER from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary 0 t e mIra y. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," 
Sir within the Sunk Light, 22 April 1852. 

I HAv'E the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis
sioners of the Admiralty, that I was compe~led to ancho~ the. vessel under my 
orders about five miles short of the Sunk LIght last evemng, 10 consequence of 
an accident to the machinery of the" Intrepid," viz., connecting rod bent·
shifted the same, and now ready. 

In consequence of some dou~t as to how s~e may .behav~,. I have retained the 
" Lightning," for the present, In order to assIst her If reqUIsIte. 

The squadron is now moving forward, with a fine leading wind from the S. E. 

Some damage done to spars was expeditiously repaired, by the assistance of 
Commodore Hope at Sheerness, to whom I feel much indebted for his personal 
exertion. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Edward Belcher, 

Captain commanding Arctic Expedition. 

No.3. 
(No.2.) 

LEITER from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," Stromness, 
Sir, 26 April 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis
sioners of the Admiralty, that the ships and vessels under my orders, as per 
margin, reached this anchorage during yesterday. 

The" African" parted company with" North Star" oft' Lowestoft'e without 
receiving her orders or rendezvous, and as she has not yet appeared, and not 
having canvas to keep up with the ships, I have reason to believe (from the 
report of Commander Pullen) that she has returned to Sheerness . 

From the general sailing qualities of the vessels composing this expedition, 
I am in hopes that the "Desperate" and" Basilisk," under low power, may 
do all that we may require, should we experience light winds; and I should not 
deem. it prudent to use them at all should rough weather or heavy swells 
prevaIl. 

The expenditure of ~uel up to this position has been small, and I am happy 
to say, that any quantity that might be required to complete happens to be in 
port. 

. As soon as t~e vessels can ?e watered, stowage, &c. completed, I shall proceed 
lD the prosecutIOn of the serVIce entrusted to me which I trust may be on Wed-
nesday morning after post. ' 

Enclosed are documents, Nos. 1 to 4, relative to steam-vessels and an absentee 
from Her Majesty's ship" Resolute." , 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Edw. Belcher, 

Captain commanding Arctic Expedition. 

No.4. 
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Proceedings of Sir 
No.4. E. Belcher, c. B. 

(No·3·) 
LETTER from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," Stromness, 
Sir, . 28 April 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to acquamt you, for the information of my Lords Commis
sioners of the Admira~t~, tha~, having completed coal, water, fresh beef, and 
refitted, I am now qUIttmg thIs port. 

The" African," not having rejoined, I presume has returned to Sheerness. 

I have the honour to enclose the state and condition of the vessels under my 
orders, 

(No.4.) 

And am, &c. 
(signed) Edward Belcher, 

Captain commanding Arctic Expedition . .. 

No.5. 

LETTER from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," at Sea, 
Lat. 60° 24' N., Lon. 23° 40' W. 

Sir, 8 May 1852. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis

sioners of the Admiralty, that in consequence of a heavy gale which sprung 
up in lsi W., that I was compelled to cast off the steamers, and until the 
present moment it has not been sufficiently moderate to communicate with them, 
nor can we now, or within any reasonable prospect, obtain any supply of fuel 
01 other stores from them, owing to the threatening aspect of the weather and 
state of barometer. 

The tenders have consumed 25 tons or more, which renders it still more 
unfortunate. 

I have great satisfaction in being able to approve most warmly of the con
duct of the Commanders of the" Basilisk" (Mr. H. Jeffery) and "Despe
rate" (Mr. Wm. Byford), for their great attention, and for the masterly manner 
in which they have acquitted themselves without an accident in this, to them, 
harassing duty. 

I enclose the present provision on board Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance ;" 
and others will be forwarded if they arrive before the steamers part company. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Edw. Belcher, 

Captain commanding Arctic Expedition. 

No.6. 

LETTER from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," 
Sir, Whalefish Islands, 29 May 1852. 

I.HAVE thought it convenient to note, as the. subjects occur to ~e, c~rtain 
portIOns of my orders to the officers generally, wIth reference to burymg mfor
mali on, erecting cairns, marks, &c., and with which 1 deem it important that 
their Lordships may be made acquainted. 

82. A 3 Taking 
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Orders for marks. 

6 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS. 

TakiuO' into consideration the difficulties encountered by the officers of the last 
expediti;'n, detained for days Ly :,now storms, abse?ce of sun, possible error i.n 
computing the true meridian, &c., 1 have deemed It necessary to add to therr 
Lordships' order, that a second small pile or mark in the c.ompute~ meridian 
line i~ to be invariably constructed, so that that bottle or cylmder Will be found 

between the marks. 
That the bottle or cylinder at 10 feet be buried, when practicable, three feet 

beneath the surface; and that its position may be more easily traced by those 
searching for records of the expedition, a stratum of fine gravel, stones or pave
ment, at one or more feet beneath the surface, on a surface of three feet diameter, 
is to be carefully placed, and carefully covered to the surface. 

Other modes have occurred to me where time and the importallce:of the matter 
are concerned, but all will hinge on the 10 feet radi~s, on the segment of which, 
em bracing a certain distance (vide diagram), a senes of stones may with less 
trouble be inserted in the ground: thus, as in diagram, at 10 feet 2 points or 
22' 301 of azimuth would be given by the segment of 4 feet, a very trivial 
labour, and to any but a civilized eye confusing rather than directiug search . 

. -, 
t : 

... , 

'------- ---____ 1- fE'!.-----

Scale, ~ of an inch to a foot. 

Parties sent to examine cairns constructed in early spring, or before the sun's 
rays ha\'e any effect on the stones (which may also be covered with snow), should 
have it impressed on them, that as summer' progre:;ses, and the sun heats the 
ston~s piled .'''ith and probably upon snow, that they must not mistake fallen or 
pOSSibly entirely dilapidated cairns as old or demolished by man or beast, but 
fallen asunder by the thaw. 

As experiments may be tried by pieces of iron hoop to test the possibili ty of 
search !JY magnetic needle over snow, I deem it right to notice that any such will 
be at f1g~)t ~ngles to the meridian, or east and west (true). 

I a~l. I,nclmed. t? think that. at present, as in case of the sledge-marks of 
F~ankllll s expedlyon, any ?eanly compressed lines on the snow, or foot·marks, 
mIght be tra~ed to: su~cesslve years, and under this impression 1 sllall fullow up 
~o,me ~~ my IllvestJgatlOn.s on Beechey Island, although under the Jrawback of 
I t~ ha\lng been already Illv.aded b~' the party of the late expedition, but still as 
late as Aug~st: As Frankllll probably moved early in Junc, I ha\'e yet some 
hope that tIm. Idea may help me. 
"\ ,Alth?ugh we have not succeeded in finding the metal punches demanded at 
" oolWlch, but not ~n the c?arge of the carpenter. I have discovered a small set 
~ent by Mr. Cary WIth m~ mstruments; with these, leaden or brass plates will 
be struck, a~d they also WIll be placed in the cairns. The canisters also used to 
mark our calms will be marked with the ship's name punched. 

Lievely, Disco, 9 June 1852. 

Our c?mmunications here have been very much retarded by not understanding 
the Da~lsh l~lIguage; I. have, therefore, signed receipts only for furs and stores, 
dog". pilot:;, :':c. i the prices to be arranged between the Go\·ernments. 

I have 
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I have been informed that good coal has been found about 40 miles east of Proceedings of Sil 
this, and as my passage by the Waigat may be the shortest, I shall endeavour to E. Belcher, c. B. 

test, this, and, if possible, make up our deficiency. 

It affords me very great pleasure to state that Captain Kellett is rapidly im
proving, and all around me give me great satisfaction. A rough survey has been 
made of this port. Had we been furnished with any guide, we should have 
avoided all trouble, and not required very incompetent pilots, who, by their want 
of knowledge of English, confused our helmsman, and made us tOllch (without 
stopping). Indeed, had we be~n informed that Lievely could accommodate) 0 
ships, we,8hould not have lost tlIne at Whalefish Islands. 

I am now proceeding to Uppernavick, where I am informed the whalers are 
cruising, I have not been able to ascertain any satisfactory account of the state 
of the ice, but the winter has not been severe; less so than usual; but hard 
gales have nevertheless prevailed, and heavier detached bergs in consequence. 

I shall, probably, be enabled to send letters by the whalers from the north, or 
at all events from U ppern~vick. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Edward Belcher, Captain. 

No.7. 

(No.6.) 
LETTER from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," 
Sir, Lievely, DiH~O,!) June IHG2. 

1. I HAVE the honour to acqnaint you, for the information of my Lords Com
missioners of the Admiralty, that I reached and anchored at the \Vlmlefish 
Islands on the 29th ultimo, where I remained until the 5th, and reached this 
on the evening of the 6th of June. 

2. Owing to baffling winds and not being able to comprehend the pilots, tllis 
ship as well as the" North Star" touched the ground, the latter vessel having 
remained for some hours; no material damage was sustained. The" Pioneer," 
however, dropped foul of an iceberg, by which slle lost the head of her mizen
mast; as it was found she could dispense with canvas on that lllast during the 
passage out, I have not deemed it necessary to replace it, hnt have shortened it. 
The" Intrepid" lost the stock of her anchor at the Whalefish Islands; I have 
been enabled to replace it by one of wood from the Danish establishment here. 

3. As the Danish Governor here could not sel! furs, [ have given him receipts 
in triplicate, al> in document enclosed; also for payment for dogs, pilotage, &c. 
The current value here of seal skins is about 6 d. sterling. 

4. The moment the wind permits, I intend proceeding to Uppernavick by the 
Waigat, as I am informed that extensive scams of coal are to be met with about 
40 miles to the eastward of this port. 

5. Captain Kellett has been a great invalid since the steamers parted company, 
but I am happy to say he is fast recovering. 

6. I have the honour to enclose a state and condition of the vessels under my ~ 
()rders, ~ 

And am, &c. 
(signed) Edward Belcher, 

Captain commanding Arctic Searching Expedition. 

8:l. A4 Enclosure 
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-
Enclosure in No.7. 

Report of the State and Condition of Her Majesty's Ships and Vessels composing the Arctic Expedition, under th, 
Command of Captain Sir Edward Belcher, Knt., c. B. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," Lievely, Disco, 9 June 1852. 

SHIPS' AND CAPTAINS' NAMES. 
COMPLEMENTS, 

SUPERNUIIIERARIES 
" Assistance." " Resolute." "North Star." . 

AND 

PROVISIONS. Sir E. Belcher, Hy. Kellett, Esq., W. J. S. Pullen, Esq., 
Knt., C.B. C.B. Commander. 

Whole complement - - - - 91 91 40 

Seamen borne: 

Complement - - - - 78 78 36 Borne - - - - - 78 77 36 Mustered - - - - 77 76 36 Officers - - - - - 11 10 6 Mates and midshipmen - - 3 2 -Engineers _ _ - - 2 2 -Warrant officers - - - 2 2 -Petty officers - - - - 28 27 8 Artificers - - - - 2 1 3 Effective able seamen - - 23 26 17 Stokers - - - - - 4 4 
Stewards and cooks - -- - 3 3 2 Mate or midshipman short - - - - 1 - - - French officer borne in lieu. 

Marines borne: 

Serjeant _ - - - - 1 1 Corporal- -- - - - 1 - - - In lieu of one private sent to - - - - -
Bombardiers - - - - 2 2 

England per" Desperate." 
Privates - 1 - - - - 9 10 Borne 3 - - - - - 13 13 Mustered 4 - - - - 13 13 Short of complement 4 - - - - -

G unnery Establishment: 

Gunners' mates - - - 2 2 Seamen gunners -- - - -Short of complement - -. - - - -
S upemumeraries borne: 

French officer - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - In lieu of a mate or mid-

Assistant surgeon 
shipman shown short of com-

- - - - - - plement. 
Musician _ - - - 1 Lent from " Assistance." - - - 1 - - - - - - Lent from" Resolute." 

ick: S 

Number on board - - - 4 
Number on shore 4 4 - - - - - -Total Number victualled - 91 90 41 o n Board: 

Provisions - - - - 3 years, nearly 3 years, nearly 3 years, nearly - - Coals in "Pioneer," tender N eceB8aries - - - - 3 years, nearly to " Assistance," 238 tona. 3 years, nearly 3 years, nearly - - Coals in " Intrepid," tender Coals - - - - - 80 tons to " Reso]ute," 234 tona. 58 tons 1401 toDS. 
ater: W 

Ship stores - - - T01II 51 On board - - - Ton, 16 
51 12 

Daily expense - -GaJ4. 65 
16 12 
70 60 

The Secretary of the AdlDlralty. (mgned) Ed'll14rd BelcIIer 
_______________ ~C:a:p:taill commanding Arcti~ Expedition. 
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NO.8. 

(No.7·). . 
LETTER from SIr E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship "Assistance," 
Sir, off North end of Disco, 16 June 1852. 

HEREWITH I forward, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the duplicate of my last despatch, left with the Governor of Lievely. 
to be forwarded via Copenhagen, by the Danish vessel which will probably sail 
in August from that port. 

On the loth I proceeded to the mouth of the Waigat, and examined the 
coast for the coal referred to. I found that the seams did not occur as stated 
near the beach, but were some distance inland, and that only stray pieces washed 
down by the mountain torrents were to be met with, strewed along the line of 
Sandy Beach, which the Esquimaux guide probably intended us to understand 
.. as easily to be picked up along the beach," instead of the seams lying in that 
direction. One bag was picked up by the boat's crew, and brought on board to 
burn; it was found to retain its heat well, but did not inflame or burn readily 
without the aid of other coal, by which I should judge that it would be well 
adapted for steamers. 

I should imagine from the aspect of the couutry, being in this region bare of 
snow, although a late snowstorm had covered the land on each side of it thickly, 
that very extensive deposits (over very nearly 15 miles of coast, extending from 
the south-eastern angle of Disco westerly) might be met with inland; the veins 
apparently closed, as far as I could judge by t.he telescope and soil of the cliffs 
at the beach, in a loose sand or yellowish clay. The quantity found on the 
beach did not warrant delay; I, therefore, stood on up the Waigat until the noon 
of the 12th, when finding the ice become troublesome to navigate through with 
a foul wind, and causing more labour than convenient to the crews, I determined 
to pass by the south end of Disco, and by the west to Uppernavick. 

This morning has satisfied me that I have acted correct.ly, as I find the 
western mouth of the Waigat so completely blocked, that our passage through, 
had we persevered, would not have been practicable. Even here the ice is very 
close, and as my duties will now call for my presence almost continually on deck, 
I must decide upon putting my future communication more in the form of a 
j!>urnal, as at the moments when opportunities occur for sending away despatches, 
general duties so completely engage me, that I am reduced almost to the mere 
s~rvice-Ietter, reporting arrival and sailing. 

Up to the present moment I have great satisfaction in assuring their Lordships 
of the very satisfactory manner in which every class of officers and men enter 
upon their duties; and cheerfully exert themselves when called upon . 
. My second, Captain Kellett, I am happy to say, is rapidly improving, and in 

10 days hence will, I trust, be able to undergo as much exertion as his active 
mind leads him at present to anticipate. 

June 20, Uppernavick.-We reached this anchorage yesterday morning at 
about six o'clock. A heavy gale, with snow and sleet, came on, and the bergs to 
which the "Resolute," and "Pioneer" as well as ourselves were fast, moved off: 
the "Resolute," lost her jib-boom, whether by " berg" or " Pioneer" I have not 
yet learned; the other vessels were fortunate in having their anchors down, by 
which much labour and exposure was saved. 

The whalers passed through these islands about 14 days ago (15 in number), 
and by the reports of the Esquimaux are about 20 Danish miles (or 80 English) 
to the northward, awaiting the opening of the ice. Although the winter has 
been very mild, there are more bergs adrift than usual, and probably there will 
be more open water this season in the various channels and fiords, from whence 
t4ey escape. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) EdwQ1'd Belche1', 
Captain commanding Arctic Expedition . 

B . No.9. 

Proceedings of Sir 
E. Belcher, c. B. 
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No.9. 

(No·9·). f h Ad . 
LETTER from SIr E. Belcher to the Secretary 0 t e mlfaIty. 

Her Majesty's Ship "Assistance," at Sea, 
Sir Melville Bay, 9 to 20 July 1852. 

l\Jy l~st had barely been despatched to the "True Love," when it became 
necessary to take advantage of an opening, whi.ch was followed up with great 
spirit by the whaling fleet; but more pa~tICularly by .the "~l'Lellan," 
J\merican whaler; but her commander, too anxIOUS to force hIS vessel mto a very 
narrow channel, which led to a little open water, and neglecting to cut into 
dock, got so severely nipped, that his vessel was deemed past hope of recovery. 
Under these circumstances, in order to prevent the dIsgraceful acts which 
occurred with the" Regalia," I despatched a party of seamen and marines to 
assist in preserving property from pillage, as well as to secure spirits, &c. from 
being broken into. The carpenters of the vessels were also sent to ascertain if 
it might be possible to save and repair the ship. 

Further, the position of the vessel rather endangered the "North Star." 
The mate of the American ship had most fortunately destroyed the spirits; and 
I found that bv our aid the vessel might be saved and rendered sea-worthy if 
she escaped fresh nip. She was refitted, caulked, and her side shored before 
midnight. 

Unfortunately before morning a fresh movement of the ice rendered the condi
tion of the whole fleet very precarious. 

Commander Pullen scnt to inform me, "that the American had fallen on his 
bow, carried away his cathead, and he expected shortly to lose his bowsprit. 
That the American had received a fresh nip, and had nine feet water in the 
hold, and was fast settling." 

Our own docks had been rent from the main floe, and all was apparently 
breaking up around us. A II. the men that coulrl be spared were sent to the 
" North Star" as soon as the other vessels were secured, and the wind had 
fallen. 

The American haying' abandoned his vessel, I took possession (by his con
sent), and saved such provisions and coals as could be got up, for which I have 
given him receipts. j\t this moment the wreck is lying with her quarter 
jammed by the ice on the bow of the "North Star," but I have caused her 
bower ~able to be passed across his stern post, and secured along his port sjde to 
the ma~nmast of the wreck; and on one heavy motion of the ice yesterday I had 
the satisfaction of seeing this act successfully. The entire fleet are still in a 
very l?recarious situ~tion; five are still enduring heavy pressure; their crews 
and kIts are on the Ice, prepared for the worst. I have visited and assisted them 
as I saw requisite, and I think that the presence of Her Majesty's ships has at 
all events s.uppressed any of the desperate habits of the seamen engaged in this 
very peculIar employment, when laws of their own seem to guide them 
exclusively. 

J.uly :20_-:-1 have been in hourly expectation of release from this position, but 
untIl last mght could not move, and our advance has not exceeded a mile. 
After stripping the " M'Lellan," she settled to the water's edge, where she still 
holds on, but clear of all the vessels. 

" H,erewith" I enclose a ~oPy of the certificate given to the master of the 
M LeHan for the prOVISIOns and coals, which have been duly taken on 

charge. 

The spars and other gear have been used amongst the squadron to make 
good defects; bu~ th.ese are not chargeable, being classed as fuel: I have thought 
fit ~o allu~e to thIS III case any demand should be made for them at any future 
perIod. They have been taken in charge by the proper officers. 

I ha,"e, &c. 

(signed) Edw. Belcher, Captain. 

No. 10 •. 
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No. 10. 
(No. 10.) . 

LETTER from SIr E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," 
Sir, . off C~pe War:ender, 7 August 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to acquamt you, for the mformatIOn of my Lords Commis
sioners of the Ad~ira~ty, that I reached this station to .. day. On the 26th July. 
owing to separatIOn III fog, the" Resolute," ,. Intrepid," and ,. North Star," 
taking an in-shore lead, became entirely separated; but were in a better condi
tion to advance than ourselves. 

Therefore. before losing sight, made the several rendezvous; viz., Cape 
D.·Digges, Cape Horsburgh, Cape Wan'ender, and Admiralty Inlet. 

On the 31st July I called at and communicated with the natives at Cape 
York, and left documents for Captain Kellett at the Cape extreme. 

The same night I did the same at Cape Dudley Digges, desirir,g him "to 
follow on to the other rendezvous," as his lead might clear him of ice at a more 
southern position, and he might not, without ruinous delay, be able to reach 
Cape Dudley Digges. 

Having cleared the ice, and uncertain whether our consorts might be ahead 
or astern, I made all haste to Cape Warrender, and expected to sight it on the 
2d August. Strong currents and a strong gale drove us to the southward of 
Possession Bay. 

On the 5th I endeavoured to land on that coast, but the swell, together with 
the loose ice, cast in by the late gales, rendered it impossible. 

J then reached off to obtain smoother water on this coast, and shall endeavour 
to place this on Cape Warrender, moving on with all despatch to the final 
.rendezvous at Beechey Island, where I expect to find the rest of the squadron. 

As Captain Kellett had with him the" Alexander," whaler, I trust he will 
have given a full account of his proceedings since parting. 

All on board are well, with but two trifling cases in the list, kept there to 
ensure recovery of strength. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Edward Belcher, 

Captain commanding Arctic Expeditiolc 

No. 11. 
(No.1!.) 

LETTER from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her M0esty's Ship "Assistanc~," 
Sir, Beechey Island, U August 1 S~d. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis
sioners of the Admiralty, that I reached this position on the evening of the 11 th, 
where I had the gratification of finding the" Resalute " and" North Star ;" the 
" Intrepid" having joined me in the Straits and towed me up. 

2. I had despatched the" Pioneer" from Cape Warrender, to examine Navy 
Board Inlet for information, and deposit the duplicate of No. 10, left at Cape 
'Yarrender; also to report on the state of the provisions, as in copy of instruc
tIOns enclosed. 

3. At Cape Warrender I found the cairn and post erected by Captain Austin's 
expedition, but no document; the tally, having written on it, "Pull out record," 
was found beside the cairn, deeply impressed by the teeth of some small animal. 
No trace of the visit of man .. 

4. At Cape Hurd I found a rlocument deposited by the" Intrepid." 

5. On the afternoon of the 13th, the "Pioneer" returned from Navy Board 
I~let, having searched for the provisions deposited by the" North Star," but 
Without success, as will appear by the annexed report of Lieutenant Osborn. 

6. Immediately on my arrival here, accompanied by Captain Kellett, I pro
ceeded with service parties, under the command of Commander Richards and 

8:.1. B :~ Lieutenant 

Proceedings of Sir 
E. Bdcher, c. B. 
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Proceedings of Sir Lieutenant Cheyne, to examine closely B~echey Islan~ and ~oasts adjac~nt, ror 
E. Belcher, c. B. records of the missing expedition, but wIthout the shghtest 10crease of Import-

ance. 
7. After a most laborious search, including the lines of direction. of the head 

'£lIC\oI~ boards of the graves, and head and foot, as well as at 10 feet. dIstances, and 
~ throughout the loose earth, no trace, nor even a scratch on the pa1Ot-work, could 

be traced. 

8. Upon very mature consi.de.ration, aided by C~ptain K~llett and Comma.nder 
Pullen, I arrived at the conVICtIOn that no hurry 10 removmg from these WInter 
quarters can be traced. Everything bears the stamp of order and regularity; 
and although it is matter of intense surprise, and incomprehensible to all! it 
is my firm conviction that no intention of leaving a record at this position 
existed. 

9. Other reasons occur to me for such determination, the principal of which is, 
that Sir John Franklin would not consider this as a likely spot for inquiry, and 
it is evident that by mere chance only they happened to fall upon his traces. If 
I am asked why, my reply is, that at Cape Riley, or any other more prominent 
and accessible positions, beyond the discovery of former visitors, Sir John 
Franklin would place his beacon-certainly not here. 

10. It may next be inquired, why have the former searching parties failed to 
find these marks? My reply again is, look even to the cairns erected last year by 
the well-organized expedition of my predecessor. They are easily overlooked, 
passed unnoticed, or destroyed by animals. 

11. We have not been able, even with this very open season, to trace the 
large supplies left at Navy Board Inlet by the" North Star," and no beacon 
marks their whereabouts. How then are the distressed to avail themselves of 
this depot? 

12. Port Leopold is at present equally inaccessible, as reported by Commander 
M'Clintock, who sought me in that neighbourhood. It is, therefore, a most 
serious drawback to any chances of relief that these depots should have been 
placed on the southern shores of the Sound, when it is well known that the 
northern are always easily and safely accessible. 

13. The shortness of the remaining season, and the vast importance of taking 
every ad vantage to benefit by the present open water in carrying out the main 
instructions of their Lordships, by the two great channels, for the objects therein 
referred to, renders it imprudent to risk any delay by further attempt to exa
mine Port Leopold, which may be effected by Commander Pullen during the 
winter or early in the spring-but a short journey compared with those effected 
last year. 

14. I enclose, for the information of their Lordships, copies of the instructions 
which I have deemed it necessary to give to Captain Kellett and Commander 
PuUen, which I yet hope may be conveyed to England this season, should the 
" Prince Albert" touch here when released from winter quarters. 

15. No trace whatever of that vessel has been found. 

16. Commander M'Clintock has just returned from examination of the ice in 
Welling.ton Channel, from which I have every hope of making sllccessful pro
gress thIS season. The current appe:-lrs to run rapIdly from it out of Lancaster 
Sound, char~ed with small floes .. ~his current .enters U?ion Bay, and sweeping 
round the SpIt of Beechey Island (It .IS not a pemnsula), bmds the ice in that bay, 
and comes out under the floe to whIch the squadron IS fast, with some velocity 
to the southward. 

! i. YestHday,. accompanied by Captain Kellett and Commander Pullen I 
searche? Cap: Rll.ey. 1he result of our examination, viewing it as a possible 
m~netIc statIOn, IS most assuredly ad'·erse to any such conclusion. As a mag
np-tIc observer myself (Kdlett and Pullen also), I could trace nothing to wa t 
any snch conclusion.. Kor do I believe it probable that instruments of s::ha 
nat~re woul~ be carned to a spot to.tally unprotected in every way, and not pos
sessmg any f~ature to recommend It, when the spit on Beechey Island afforded 
the best locahty. 

18. Another 
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18. Another very important reason, adverse to any such selection, would be Proceedings of Sir 
the almost vertical mass of mountains within a few yards of the position. E. Belcher, c. B. 

19. The circles of stones are clearly the remains of Exquimaux habitations, 
and flat paved circles in continuation towards the cliff clearly indicate not a 
temporary visit. Graves also of men and children, wherein the bones appear to 
have been charred, also indicate the resting· place or fixed encampment of 
Esquimaux. 

20. The station is also well adapted for a fishing position, and for the capture 
of birds. 

21. It is my firm conviction that had Sir John Franklin been disposed to 
leave any record of his movements, many very prominent points present them
selves, and I have great hopes, from the very open season, that we shall yet find 
them on the shores of ·Wellington Channel. 

22. I have great satisfaction in reporting my perfect approbation of the una
nimity and zeal which inspires everyone engaged in this trying service, and my 
conviction that one and all will do their duty. 

23. I have the honour to enclose the state and condition of the vessels under 
my orders, 

And am, &c. 
(signed) Edward Belcher, 

Captain commanding Arctic Expedition. 

Enclosure 1, in No. 11. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," 
Sir, 7 August 1852, off Cape Warrender. 

I WISH you to proceed with all despatch to Navy Board Inlet, and examine the provisions 
and stores left there by Her Majesty's ship" North Star;" 1st, as to their disturbance by 
natives; 2d, as to their apparent IOtate of preservation. 

You will carefully examine for records, and leave behind a case containing informatii)n of 
your visit, as well aF the document entrusted to you. 

If the weather permits, and you have a chance conveniently to examine Cape Castlerea2:h, 
there are some casks of coal deposited there by Captain Parker, of the" True Love," which 
you might embark. 

You will rejoin me with all despatch at Beechey Island. 
Given under my hand, off Cape Warrender, this 7th of August .1852. 

(signed) Edward Belcher, 
Captain commanding Arctic Expedition. 

Lieutenant Sherrard Osborn, 
Her Majesty's Steam-vessel" Pioneer." 

Enclosure 2, in No. 11. 

Her Majesty's Ship II Pioneer," 
Tender to Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," 

Sir, 12 Angu~t 1852. 
I BEG to report the return of Her Majesty's steam-vessel" Pioneer" from Navy Board 

Inlet, which I have examined in obedience to your orders of 7th of August, without having 
been able to discover the depot of provisions found by Her Majest.y's ship " North Star." 

The following is a summary of my proceedings since parting company :-
Sunday, August 8, three A.M.-Having run the distance across Lancaster Sound, we wore 

ship, at the same time observed the southern coast. It continued to blow hard from N. E., 
with snow and a heavy sea running; we, therefore, endeavoured to hold our pOlOition off the 
eastern side of the inlet, and succeeded in doing so with some difficulty. 

Monday, August 9, three A. H.-The gale broke, and I immediately commenced the 
search, steaming along the shore as close as a heavy sea would admit of. On Cape Castle
reagh a small pile of coal bags was seen, doubtless those left by Captain Parker, of the 
4< True Love." The surfbreakine; on the coast rendered the embarkation of them impOSSible. 
1 next examined the W ollaston ~Isles, and could find neit.her cairns or beacons, the recent 
~eavy fall of snow adding to the difficulty of detecting mere piles of stones. On the centre 
~sland ~f the three, constituting the group, I erected a cairn or beacon, and executed your 
InstructIOns relative to the documents to be there placed. The eastern shores of the ll1Jet 

82. B 3 for 



14 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS; 

h.!. ed' f S· I!.or a distance of 10 miles were searched as carefully as was consistent with despatch, and I 
.. orr lngs 0 Ir 14 , 'al II k' 1 t h' h _1_-' 
E. B I b then crossed over to the west shore, followmg It ong to a sma roc y In e ,w IC manuso e c er, c. B.' 

the western extreme of Navy Board Inlet. 
Nothing to mark a depot could be seen, and a heavy c1,ose pa~k of ice was fa~t s~tting. 

across the inlet, threatenillg to beset us; I, therefore, consIdered It pru~~t ,to deSist 10 ~he: 
search and avoid being separated from you. It was then noon; our pO!'ltton by observation 
placed' UR ill lat. 730 4' 30 11 N., long. 81 0 2' 15/1 W.; and a~ .nine A. M:, wh~n close to the. 
Wollaston Isles, the longitude was 80° 4' 4/1 W., our positIon agreemg With those of the 
Admiralty charts. 

The pack prevented us passing along the southern shore, against which it ~as clos,ely 
pressing, and we had to retrace our steps to the eastward to escape the edge of It, carrymg 
Ihe pinnace considerably to the N.W., . . 

Tuesday, 10 August 1852,-Cal!D' with l~ght airs ~om the so~thward, the pack haVing 
slackened very much; and there bemg no wmd, I agam returned mto Navy Board Inlet, in . 
the hope of discovering the depot. The ice outside of it, which extended for the distance of 
some, 20 miles, was slack, but in the inlet. I regre~ted to find a body of cll)s,e heavy ice •. 
Forcmg through all we safely could, I agam exammed the western shore, WhiCh, from its 
appearance, was likely tb have been used for landing provision,:; upon, but with no success. 
The eastern side as well as the Wollaston Isles were surrounded with a pack; and the sud~ 
clen springing up of a northerly breeze began to send the ice fast into the inlet. Finding the 
ice too heavy for the vessel to break through, and having no certain knowledae of the 
whereabouts of th~ depot i~ so extensive a coast line a~ that of the :nlet, I deemed it right 
to run no further risk ofbemg beset; aud on Wednes<1ay, at four 0 clock A.M., desisted in 
the search, and made the best of my way to rejoin the squadron. ' 

We saw no Esquimaux about the inlet, and I have no doubt the provisions and stores are 
merely hidden by accumulated snow, which, in the absence of cairns, it will be difficult to 
find, unless their position be known. 

I have, &c. 

Captain Edward Belcher, c, B. 

&c. &c. 

(signed) S. Osb07'n, 
Lieutenant in Command of Tender. 

Enclosure 3, in No. 11 

MEMORANDUM. 

I! is my direction, that you ~roce~J with a party to the summit of Beechey Island, accom. 
pamed by Mr. LeWIS, who wIll pOlOt out the original cairn left by the It Erebus" d 
,. Terror." an 

. You will cause the stones to be removed from the entire circle of 20 feet diameter in 
search of any record, and report fully to me your proceedings herein. 

13 August 1852. (signed) Edward Belcher, Captain. 

S' Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance" 13 Auaust 1852 
Ir 1f B ' :::> , 
'. , 0 eechey Island. 

IN complIance With th~ above memorandum, I have the honour to report that I proceeded 
at 9. 30 A. :11., accompamed,by ~r. Le~is, clerk in charge, and three men, to the summit of 
~eechey }sland. We, repaired Immediately to the cairn remains left by the" Erebus" and 

Terror~ x,narked a Circle round the centre of full 20 feet in diameter turned out all the 
stones WI~hlO that space, and dug up to the depth of one foot throwin' th' Ii II 
out; a mInute search was also made under all the large ston~s near t~eepvf:~e ~~1 ~a:etr:c~ 
of any document was found. We left the spot at 2 30 P M Ii II 'd h' d is there.' . .., u y convlDce t at no recor 

To Captain Sir E. Belcher. I have, &c. 
(signed) John p, Cheyne, Lieutenant. 

Enclosure 4, in No. 11. 
B C 'S' E 

y aptarn If dward Belcher, c
f
.:,., Commanding the Expedition in search of Traces 

o ",II' John Franklin. 
By a printed copy of the instructions furnish d b 

am proceeding, you are alreadyac uainted wit e you ,y ~e of ~he orders under which [ 
Lords Commissionera of the Admi~lty. h the pnnclpaI objects contemplated by my 

Under the second point of para h 4 ' , 
mand is to be divided, one division 1::~ I' yow ~~l perceive that the force under my com
towards Melville Island or some safe xp't~re h' mgton Channel, the other to push forward 
a supply of provisions, fuel and clothi:;s;, Ion w lell ,may.!i accessible, and there to deposit 
the expedition under Captain Collinson orcany partides MW ch may reach such position from 
" , or omman er 'Clure. 

You 
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You are already aware that this ~econd part, viz., the duty of proceeding towards Melville Proceedings of Sir 
Island, has been allotted to you, aIded by Commander M'Clintock of Her MaJoesty's steam- E. Belcher, c. B. 

'd " ' vessel .1 Intrepl . 
The 'pr~nted instructions of th~ir Lordships addressed to me must be your guide in carrying 

out thH! Important duty, and af~er the long experience 1 have had of your zeal and judg
ment, I can only add, execute It with your accustomed energy, and rejoin me at Beechey 
Island. 

But their Lordships have entailed on me a much more laborious task, that of enjoining you 
to a strict observance of their wishell expressed in paragraphs 9, 10, 11. 

Under the s.e~ond yart of poaragrap:. 9 you will probably learn, before our final separation, 
of the probabIlIty of my forcmg Wellington Channel this season. 

Under any c?ntingency, should we become too ~eparate to communicate, you will consider 
it as the promment feature of your sledge operatIOns, to meet our party sent to meet yours, 
on the meridian of 1050 W., and on the parallel of 77 0 N. 

1 do not mean to tie either party to remain there, but as both must be directed to seek that 
locality, they will each be instructed to select the coast line nearest to that position as the 
grand rendezvous, and there erect a cairn, and establish its position as the base for future 
operations. 

I shall despatch on this service (if not conducted by myself) one of my most able and 
qualified office~s, and I !~el that it is needless to relwlrk to you how important it is that every 
record upon thIS expedItion should bear the character of our former service. 

Thus far have I proceeded. But I now arrive at a point which is attended with serious 
difficulty. 

It is more than probable, from my experience in blasting the ice, that, either by good for
tune or unceasing labour, the ship or tender may pass into the Queen's Channel. 

That having found fresh traces of our missing countrymen, we may push on, and on your 
return to Beechey Island at the termination of your mission, you may still find no traces or 
notice of us. 

Their Lordships' instructions desire you to return, having reference to your supplies. 
As their Lordships are well aware that in my absence it will be impossible for me to sug

gest to you the course most advisable under the then circumstances, I must trust entirely to 
your own good judgment. First, as to supplying the " North Star" with every thing you 
C!ln possibly spare, and taking from her every invalid, and making the best of your way to 
England, so as to afford their Lordships the best information as to what has been done, and 
what course it may yet be advisable to pursue; bearing in mind that vessels can reach 
Beechey Island as soon or before those out here would think it prudent to leave Lancaster 
Sound. 

On the other hand, you may have sufficient provisions to despatch the" North Star," 
placing your own ship in depot, and sending home full details of your proceedings. 

Under any circumstances of advance this season I shall give every positive instruction to 
Commander Pullen to send a sledge party to meet one from us at Phillip's Point, Baillie 
Hamilton Island, Dundas Island or Cape Beecher, unless he should have reasons to know 
that we are on the Baring Bay side of the channel. 

Copies of all letters and orders will be furnished him for information of officers in com-
mand, as well as for tr.ansmission to England. . 

I do not deem it necessary to say more than may God prosper your undeltakmg, and 
return you in safety to the rendezvous. 

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's ship" Assistance," at Beechey Island, 
this 14th day of August 1852. 

Captain Henry Kellett, c. B., 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute." 

(signed) Edward Belclter, Captain. 

With reference to your question touching your possible obstacles in your advance to Mel
ville Island, and yoU\' best position for acting- in concert with me next :-;pring-, I would sug
gest your using every effort to hold on by the northern ice, to \,\'ork along the parallel of 
7f)°, towards Byam Martin Island, or the channel west of it. If you succeed either 
by the" Intrepid," or both vessels, in reaching Melville Island, you may yet have time to 
return to Graham Moore Bay, where it is not improbable that you may find an opening into 
the Queen's Channel. 

I think it highly probable that the" Intrepid" might reach Winter Barbom, and deposit 
the provisions and clothing, when the retardation by towing the" Resolute" would entirely 
prevent the service being carried out. I leave all this for your ~erjous consideration, bearill~ 
in mind that you are not sent there as a depot, and that when all other places are open, 
Barrow's Straits is generally closed. 

(signed) E.B. 

B4 Enclosure 
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Proceedings of Sir Enclosure 5, in No. 11. 
E. Belcher, c. B. 

By Captain Sir Edward Belcker, C.B:, Co~mandin.g the Ex~editioD in search of Traces of 
Sir John lranklzn and his Compamons. 

By a printed copy of the instructions under which I am .proceediD~, and fu~shed you 
in my letter containing the original rende-lvous, &c., you wIll be already fully mformed of 
the station to be allotted to the" North Star," under your command. 

That is to remain as depot at Beechey Island, until you receive further instructioos from 
me, or fr~m any other your superior, for your further guidance. 

You will be supplied with copies of all instl"Uctions fumis~}ed to other officers in command. 
and you will cause copies to be made, in order to transmit them to England should any 
opportunity offer. 

During this season you will despatch two sled.ge parties to ~orm depots on the east side ?f 
Wellington Channel, preparatory to more decided exploratIOn of North Devon, Jones s 
Sound, and the land northerly, in the spring of 1853. 

On both these explorations you will give the direction of one sledge, or both sledges, to 
the surgeon, Mr. M'Cormick, who has been expressly selected and appropriated for this 
duty, and you will afford every facility fbr this enterprising volunteer. 

On the other two, whieh will probably accompany him as far as Baring Bay in the 
spring of 1853, I must leave the command to your own discretion. 

But you must clearly bear in mind, that the two last must not be allotted to any extended 
journey, which may risk the requirement of the "North Star" fur immediate service in 
the summer of 1853. 

During the remainder of this season you will employ your artificers in constructiOG" a 
compact house for the shelter of 60 persons, if possible, in the event of accident rendering 
it necessary to despatch the "North Star" to England. 

You. have ?lready timb~r sufficiellt sa~ed from wrecks, and until th.e squadron 8eparates~ 
you WIll receive every assIstance from It. In the event of the "Assistance" making suc
cessful progress this season towards or into the Queen's Channel, you will despatch one 
sledge party to meet one from the" Assistance" in the spring of 1853. 

You will instruct the officer in charge to call at Point Philip, Baillie Hamilton I./Iland. 
Du~das Islan? or Cape Beec~er, unless he should have reason .to know that the ship is on 
Ban~g, Bay sl~e. of the Wellmgton Channel. The dat~ at whICh the parties under Captain 
AustIn s expeditIOn m~ved was about the 18th of Apnl.. Our party ~Il be instructed to 
reach one of those statIons on the 11th of May. If earlIer, account wIll be left with a tall 
staff and flag attached. Letters and documents will be deposited in a cask and haviog 
removed them, you will place yours in a similar position. ' 

If it sh!,uld b~ elevated above 10 feet, you. will instl"Uct the person charged with this 
duty to clImb to It, and take out the papers, Instead of pulling it down and risking the 
possibility of its destruction. ' 

Given under my hand at Beecher Island, tbis 14th day of August 1852. 

(signed) ~dward Bf#lcher, Cap~iD~ 

Commander Pullen, H. M. S. "North Star." 

Enclolure 
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Enclosure 6, in No. 11. 

The State and Condition of Her Majesty's Ships and Vessels composing the Arctic Expedition, under the Command of 

Captain Sir Edward Belcher, C.B. 

COMPLEMENTS, 
SUP ERNUl\IE RARIE S 

AND 

PROVISIONS. 

Whole Complement - - -
Seam~n, of the Number borne: 

Complement - - - -
Borne - - - - -
Mustered - - - -
OIu1!Iers - - - - -
Mates and midshipmen - -
Engineers - - - -
Warrant officers - · -
Petty officers - - - -
Artificers - - - -
Effective able seamen - -
Stokers - - · - -
Stewards and cooks - - -
Short of complement · -

~Iarines, of the Number borne: 

Complement - · - -
Serjeants - - - -
Corporals - - - -
Bombardiers - - - -
Privates - - - - -
Borne - - - - -
Mustered - - - -
Short of complement - -

Gunnery Establishment: 

Gunner's mates - · . 
Seamen gunners - - -
Short of complement - -
. Total short of complement -

Supernumeraries: 

French officer - - - -
Assistant surgeon - - -
Musician - - - -

Number on Board Sick - - -
Total number victualled · -

Provisions - - · - -
Necessaries - - - - -
Water - . - · Tons 
Coals - . - - Tons 

Her Majesty's Ship " Assistance," at Ueechey Island, 14 August 1852. 

U Assistance. If " Resolute.1I 

Sir E. Belcher, C.B. Hy. Kellett, C.8. 

91 91 

78 78 
78 77 
77 76 
II 12 

3 2 
2 2 
2 2 

28 27 
2 I 

23 24 
4 4 
3 3 - -

13 13 
I I 
1 -
2 ~ 

9 10 
13 13 
13 13 

- . - I 

2 2 
- -
- -

- - - 1 
, 

I 
- - - 1 

- - - - - -
1 - - . 

- -
91 90 

3 years - - 3 years - -
3 years - - 3 years - -

11 9 

74 3 years· -

c 

I 

" North Star." 

W. J. S. PulleD, 
Commander. 

40 

36 
36 
36 

5 
I 

-
-

8 
3 

17 
-

2 
-

4 

-
-

I 
3 
4 
4 - - -

--
-
-

-
I 

- - -
-
41 

3 years. 

3 years. 

9 

3 years. 

R E 1\1 ARK S. 

Coals in " Pioneer," 175 ton8. 

Coals in" Intrepid," 187 tons. 

I French officer borne in lieu. 

Lent from " AssistanC$." 

Lent from" Resolute." 

(signed) Edward Belcher, 
Captain commanding Arctic Expedition. 
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No. 12. 

(No.1.) S f h Ad . I LETIER from Captain Kellett, c. B., to the ecretary 0 t e mIra ty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," 

S
. Cape York, Melville Bay, 1 August 1852. 
IT, I HAVB the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Com-

missioners of the Admiralty, that, on the 21st July. the whole of the squadron, 
accompanied by the" Alexander" whale~, of Dundee, proceeded north, tncki.ng 
and towing. the remainder of the whalmg fleet havmg go~~ south, by w~Ich 
opportunity Sir Edward Belcher forwarded despatches, detaIlIng Ollr operatIons 

up to that time. 
On the following day, in a fog, not being able to proceed as rapidly as 

" Assistance" and" Pioneer II t the " Intrepid I, having three large ships in tow), 
we parted company, but still kept within sound of our guns. On the morning 
of the 24th, we sighted them again, bearing N. N. W. (true), about four miles, 
both vessels beset, as ourselves. 

On the 26th we received, by signal, the following rendezvous: Capes York, 
Dudley Digges, Horsburg, Warrender, and Admiralty Inlet. 

On 27th, we again lost sight of them in a fog, and were again seen on the 
30th, about 10 miles N. N. W. (true), under steam and sail, III latitude 750 

50' N., longitude, 63° 'V. 
On the evening of the 31st, we got into the north water, close to Cape Mel-

ville, and found traces of the "Assistance" and" Pioneer," being in advance 
of us about two days. 'Ve reached this cape about noon to-day, and I landed 
to communicate, but found that Sir Edward Belcher had not been there. 

We have passed through the bay without any accident, and the crews of the 
vessels are quite healthy. The" Alexander I, whaler before mentioned, which 
vessel we towed through the bay at the wish of Sir Edward Belcher, parts com
pany with us to-day, and by which opportunity I send this letter. 

The crew of this ship being very strong. was of great use to us in cutting and 
heaving through nips. I now proceed to the several rendezvous given by Sir 
Edward Belcher, with a fair wind and fine weather. I beg to enclose a state 
and condition of the" North Star," and one for this ship. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Henry Kellett, Captain. 

1'0.13. 
(1\0. 2.) 

LETI'ER from Captain Kellett, c. B., to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," 
Sir, Beechey Island, 15 August. 

By the" Alex::Indcr " whaler, I had the honour to forward an account of the 
movements of Her ~ajesty's ship under my command, accompanied by her 
tend.er, the" IntrepId," a~d He.r M~jesty's ship" North Star:' Having been 
de.tamed by c?ntrary and lIght wmds In Lancaster Sound, we did not arrive at 
thIS place untIl half-past two, A. M., on the loth instant· and not finding the 
" Ass.istance " or her .tender here, I immediately dec;:patched the .. Intrepid" to 
Admlfalty Inlet, callmg at Port Leopold. In the meantime 1 com ltd . . f th" i\ h S " d ,p e e pro-
VISIO~~ rom e 1 ort tar, an employed the crews getting coals and 
prOVISIOns on deck. ready for" Assistance" and" PI'oneer" 0 th' . I o I h .. n elr arn va . 

n t le I1t I~slant. the" A::,;s.lstance" arrived in tow of the" Intre id," the 
latter vessel havmg come up WIth her off Cape Fell P I 0 h P h h "p. " . d d 00 • n t e 13t ,t e 

IOneer arrIve. an these vessels havinO" completed 'th . 1 d . 
sions. sailed at midnight on the 14th 'instant Sir Ed ts I ~oa shan. proVl
viousl" addressed all the ships' crews and 'parted aWmal:d t ehc le~ aVf~ng pre}-l 
h d

'. b'" ..' s c eenllO' rom a 
an ~,e\ er~ one. emg m high spmts. 0 

It IS my lDtentlOn to sail immediately the" Intrepid" h tak . h . 
of coal, which will be about noon to-day. as en lD er portIon 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Henry Kellett, Captain. 

--------
Nc. 14. 
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No. 14. 

LETTER from Lieutenant R. V. Hamilton to Captain Kt:llett, c. B. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," 
Sir, Beechey Island, 14 August 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that, on the 11th instant, Messrs. DomvilIe, 
Alston and myself walkPd to Caswell's Tower. At the foot of it, facing the 
south-east, and about 300 yards from the beach, we found the remains of an 
old Esquimaux encampment, consisting of about 30 ruined huts. One of 
Edwards's small potato cases attracted our attention, and on searching, we dis
covered several of Goldner's presen'ed meat canisters, seven or eight wine 
bottles, a fire-place, and a small well, the buttom of it was lined with small 
stones; a pathway of large flat stones led to the well. No cairns nor documents 
were found: These articles evidently belonged to some of Sir John Franklin's 
parties, most probably a shooting party. 1 then ascended the tower, which is 
about the same height as Beechy Sd., but much steeper. Neither cairns nor 
documents were found. Fi\"e bears were seen during our walk; one of them 
was .severely wounded by l\Ir. Domville.' The land was very barren; a little 
moss and sorrel was the only vegetation seen. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) R. Vesey Hamilton, Lieut., R. N. 

1'\0. 15. 
(No.1.) 

LETTER from Commander Pullen to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" 1\orth StUI'," 
Sir, Beechey Island, 23 August 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for their Lordships' information, that 
the" Prince Albert" arrived here on the morning of the 1 tlth instant j by her 
] send every report relating to the expedition left by Captains Sir Edward 
Belcher and Kellett, c. B., for transmission to England. The former with his 
tender left this for WelIiugton Channel on Saturday night, the 14th, and the 
" Resolute " with her tender for Melville Island, at two 1'. M. the next day, all 
in good health and high spirit~, and with every hope for sllccess. This season 
I cannot but help thinking is very open; for from the summit of Beechey Island, 
which I vi:'\ited on the evening of our arrival, the 9th instant., as far as the eye 
could reach, either up Wellington Channel or to the westward, both were opell, 
and but little or no ice to be seen. Since the 16th we have been suI ely employed 
cutting the ship into winter quarters; but in consequence of the heavy breezes 
from the north and north-west, which have been almost continually blow.ing ever 
since the 17th, our progress has been but slow; the ice, too, is also very llCa vy, 
six, seven and eight feet in thickness; and to get into a secure position, there 
is a greater distance to cut yet than I or anyone else could have anticipated. 
The strong winds lately blowing have convinced me that the di~tance which 
was considered as sufficient to advance in the floe, say three or fOllr ship's 
leugths, was not enough; we are now often cutting 9,000 feet without a dock 
at all,. the ice having all broken up by this afternoon's gale, and at one time 
I was afraid of bemg driven out to sea. I ant.icipate a further breaking up of the 
ice inside, as yet; it is the opinion of the ice-master of the" Prince AlLert" and 
our ice-quartermasters, that this bay will, in all probability, be clear before the 
.end of the month. Under these circumstances, it will be late before I can pos
sibly leave the ship for exploration, as having sent Mr. M'l'ormick, the surgeon, 
,away with one boat's crew of six men, and my taking another, will render the 
ship powerless. Mr. M 'Cormick is gone to Baring Bay, Wellington Channel. 
My intention is to visit Maxwell Bay first, as there is a .probability, from its 
depth (unknown), that there may he a passage into Jones's Sound. On my 
return, the ice will be fit for sledging, when I shall send a party to make caches 
on the Eastern shores of' Wellington Channel, for a further search and explora
tion of North Devon in the spring of 1853, in compliance with Sir Edward 
Belcher's orders. 

The IC Mary" yacht, left inside Cape Spencer by Sir John Ross, I visited 
8·' c 2 on 

Proceedings of Sir 
E. Belcher, c. B. 
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Proceedings of Sir 011 the 17th, and finding her very close to the water, with myself, Mr. Shellaber, 
E. Belcher, c. B. second master and two men, launched her, and brought her round to the ship. 

I shall therefo~e haul her up on Beechey Island, which I think. is a preferable 
position. She requires repair, from exposure to frost, &c., whICh I shall com-
plete during the winter. . . 

With respect to my visiting Po~t Leopold, as expressed I?- C~ptam Kellett's 
orders, a copy of which is herewIth enclosed, I do not consIder It necessary, as 

t.l\C'o~?~\;----- Mr. Kennedy, of the "Prince Albert," informs me he was there twice last 
__ year, and found the provisions in good condition, but the steam launch close t() 

the \\ ater, and tIle covering of the house much torn, and requiring repair; but 
as the launch has remained in the same position since left by Sir James Ross. 
and not considering the repairing of the housing of great importance, I shall 
not perJlaps visit thaL port till next spring. 

--- . 

Your Lord5hip~ will perceive, by Mr. Kennedy's report, that he has disco
vereu a passage through Brentford Bay into Victoria Strait, crossed it, and tra
velled to about] 00 degrees west; thence he proceeded up to Cape Walker, and 
returned to his ship in Batty Bay, via Port Leopold, and without finding any 
traces of the missing expedition. He made to me, by letter, on the 20th 
instant, propositions for a further search, a copy of which letter T enclose, toge
ther with my reply; also a requested reply to mine from :Mr. Kennedy, and 
notwitllstanding his not being able to assist me in cutting into our winter quar
ters, I considered that it should make no difference in the assistance I had 
offered him in carrying out his views, rather increasing it, by namiug an officer 
(Mr. Alston, mate) as well as the three men to accompany him, which would 
malic the strength of the party six. Under these circumstances, Mr. Kennedy 
caused the provisions named in his letter of the 20th instant to be taken on board 
this sllip by his own people; and I considered that everything had been settled 
with respect to a further exploration of Regent's Inlet, and nnder such an able 
leader as Mr. Kennedy has proved himself, but this morning T received anotheI· 

I'c'O'i>1l~:-5'_~ letter from him~ a copy of wh.ich, and my reply the.reto, I also enclose, an.d 
--tc\O~~ rf'g:e~, by the wl~hdra'~'al of IllS. men from the serVIce, alld on I?ature .consI
~ deratIOn, he conSIders It, even WIth the means we could afford, ImpossIble t() 

c~rry out the object in view. The provisions he had sent on board this ship for 
IllS own use he thprefore has had taken out again, and cached at Beechey Island 
also a gutta pereha boat. . ~ 

I herewith .enclose -the state and condition of Her Majesty's ship under my 
~ command, WIth enck.sures, and,. in conclllsi~n, hope for their Lordships' ap

_____ proyal of my pro.ceedmgs, knowmg ?O~ ~nxlous they must be to have every 
part I)f these regIOns exp!ored wh.ere lL IS hkely traces of the missing expedition 
ma~' be fou~d .. I trust, m .accedmg to MI'. Kennedy's request, I have not gone 
be) ond th:Jr WIshes rcspt'etmg the general cODdu~t of the expedition. All on 
b~al:d are m goou health, and none OD the sick list, with the exception of two 
tnfhng easl's. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) 117. J. S. Pullen, 

Commander~ 
P. S.-I finished my despatcJ) It· it • • - f th . I h "es as evenIng, Jearmg fr6m the breakmg up' 

o. t~ 1:; Iy t e. gale, that the" Prince Albert " wo~ld haTe got adrift and 
'" as el elore anxlOUS to <Yet everything' d 1 . d . ' 
pHt of my letter that I intend d .noa y. omltte to state 10 the former 
nel next ~prin(Y, ~nd endeavon con uctIng ~ part~ myself up ,V cUington Chan
failing in that ~ I shall m' k £ r tohcommumcate WIth the ships in that direction; 
.. ' a e lor t e rendezvous nam d b S' Ed d B I h 
III hIS order~ to get his lett d dey Ir war e c er 
deposited mi'ne, I shall ma~:s :~e b e:patthcs. After hav~ng obtained them and 
send them to Englalld "hould e~t 0 ~y way back, III order to be ready to 

M K d h 
' ' any opportumty of leI' 

r. eDne V as to-day thoroU<Yhl h . 
his men, but without findin . f y searc ed Beechey Island with a party ot 
gallons of spirits of wine '~h~~? I ra?e: w~a\ever .. I have taken from him eight 
his provisions, and o'iven'llim a' 1~ ~n e;: e( landlDg and placing in cache with 
the use of travellin: parties thi;eh~lp~ o_~ the same, considering it requisite for 

o ,- S Ip la\ llIg been supplied with none. 

" North Star;' Tllt'''f}ay, 24 .-\.ugllst 11;.52. (signed) W. J. S. P. 
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Enclosure 1, in No. 15. 

. Her Majesty's Ship c, Resolute," 
Sir, Beechey Island, 15 August 1852. 

I BEG to acknowledge ~ copy of your orders from Captain Sir Edward Belcher, c. B., of 
yesterday's date, and ?-s It was the intention of Sir Edward to send Her Majesty's ship 
under m'y .command, Wlt~ her tende.r. the" Intrepid," to visit Port Leopold, for the purpose 
of examlOmg the state of .the provIsIOns and stores at that place, had it not been' for the 
unfavourable ~tate. of the Ice there, reported by Commander M'Clintock of the" Intrepid," 
a~? as I consld~r It ~o be of the utmost importance that the depot in question should be 
vIsIted, I d~em It. advlsabl~ . that y~u should take an early opportunity of sending a party to 
perform thIs serVIce, rleposltmg copIes of all orders and letters connected with the movements 
of the expedition for convf'yance to England, should the" Prince Albert" or other vessel 
call there, as may be expected. 

You will at the same time leave instructions tn the Commander of the" Prince Albert" 
or other vessel that might call at Port Leopold, that it is of the utmost importance that th'is 
depot should not be touched, and that it would be better for the provisions at Navy Board 
Inlet to be made use of in preference. 

In performing this service you will keep in view the instructions already given you by Sir 
Edward Belcher. 

I am, &c. 
Commander Pullen, 

Her Majesty's Ship" North Star." 
(signed) Henry Kellett, 

Captain. 

Enclosure 2, in No. };i. 

" Prince Albert," 20 AuguStt ! 852, 
Sir, Beechey Island. 

HAVING on our way to Cape Riley, yesterday morning, had the great satisfaction of dis
covering Her Majesty's ship under your command in this bay, and beillg only aLle last 
year and this spring to search as far as Brentford Bay, Regent's Inlet, west from that aLout 
IOO miles, and up to Cape Walker, thereby only partly fulfilling the important object of our 
rni~sion, viz., the complete search of Regent's Inlet and Boothia Felix, and being now 
most anxious to complete the secll'ch myself, and send the" Prince AlIJert" to England, Oil 

account of the state of health of her crew, who having- nearly all suffered so much from 
scurvy as to be unfit to remain another winter here, I therefore beg to request, that as two 
of my own men have volunteered to remain out, one to accompany me in my further search, 
and the other, a carpenter, to remain in your ship, that you may be pleased to grant me the 
loan of three men, keeping my carpenter yourself in lieu of one, to enable me to carry out 
this great object. III the first place I propose sending the" Prince Albert" to England as 
soon as your ship is safely secured in her winter quarters, to expedite which I will render 
every assistance; then I should wish to start myself with the boat and party, returning again 
to the" North Star" when compelled by the severity of the weather, recommencing opera
tions again early next spring, when I hope to have connected the coast to Rae's furthe~t. 

There is a strong probability that Sir John Franklin may have been carried through onf' of 
those ehannels that may be supposed to exist between Ommanney Inlet and Victoria Strait; 
whether or no, I shall then have the opportunity of clearing this doubt, which I know is in 
perfect harmony with Lady Franklin's most ardent wishes. The provisions that can be 
spared from the" Prince Albert" are as undermentioned; VIZ. 

15 cwt. bread. 3 cwt. chocolate. 
75 6-lb. cases preserved meat. 5 tons of co?-I.s. . 
1,500 lbs. pemican. 8 gallons SpIrIts wille. 
1 cwt. of coffee. 

Also gUliS, ammunition and other small stores sufficient for myself and party, with the 
exception of warm clothing. 

I would also request of you the loan of the" Mary," late Sir John Ross's yacht. 

I have, &c. 
Captain Pullen, 

Her Majesty's Ship" North Star." 
(signed) Wm, Kennedy. 

P. S-I would also beg to bring under ynur notice that there is a gutta perch a \\ hale
boat on board the" Prince Albert," which from her buoyancy and portaLility I have always 
limnd most useful among ice, and she is quite at your service, provided you give me olle 
in lieu. • 

I may further state, that I shall at all times be most happy to comply with any sugges
tions you may have to offer as to any futllre movements, after having completed my examI
nation of Regent's Inlet and Boothia Felix. 

(signed) W.K. 

C3 Enclosme 

Proceedings of Si 
E. Belrher, c. B. 
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Enclosure 3, in No. 15. 

Her Majesty's Ship" North Star," 
Sir, ~eechey Island, 20 August 1852. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of thIs ?ate, and beg to place before y.ou 
the following points, and to which I request your reply; VIZ. 

1. It must be perfectly understood that a~y of your men comin~ to this ship are to 
be provisioned by you to the extent nam~d m your letter, and subject ~o the rules and 
regulations of the ship, but not to consIder that they have any claim wh~tever ~n 
Her Majesty's G?ve~nment for wa~es, &c., ana as you have offered to assist UII. In 
cutting into our wmter quarters, I think I may safely say, your request can be complied 
with. 

2. With regard to boats, one you propose taking from the ., Prince Albert" yourself, 
and have requested the" Mary" yacht, which requires repair, and I expect it will take 
four days to put her in an efficient state, which you must consider. Having despatched 
my own whale-boat on an exploring expedition with Dr. M'Col'm~ck, and being 
about to lead another myself, I shall be glad to make an exchange with your second 
boat. 

With respect to your proceedings, you have informed me that you have explored Regent's 
I nlet to Brentford Bay west; from that through a passage which you have discovered 
into Victoria Strait, crossing which to the opposite lands in all for about 100 miles; then 
north towards Cape Walker, across Ommanney Inlet, and along the northern shore of North 
Somerset to Port Leopold, and to yoU!" winter quartp.rs in Batty Bay; ullder these circum
stances, I certainly consider that a great portion in that direction remains yet to be explored, 
and think it very desirable that if you consider it possible to perform this service in the 
time you have stated in your letter, to take advantage of the present fa\ ourable opportunity, 
so that there may be no more doubt or uncertainty respecting the missinU' voyagers under 
Captain Sir John Franklin having proceeded in that direction. I will ;ender you every 
possible assistance. 

Both yourself and Mr. Bellot tell me that you travelled throughout last winter, therefore 
~hat has been done by 0I?e party! might possibly be done by others, hut I must earnestly 
!mpress 011 you the llece~slty of ~emg carefu~ of your men, by not exposing them more than 
IS actually necessary to tne seventy of the chm~te, and e.ndp.avour to retum to this ship by 
the end of September, and make an early start 10 the sprmg, when I trust by Gud's blessing 
you will be able to complete all. 

Mr. W. Kennedv, 
I am, &c. 

(signed) W. J. S. Pullen, 
" Prince A I bert " Searching Vessel. Commander. 

P. S.-You can be supplied with warm clothing, but it will remain for their Lordships' 
consideration whether you will be charged for them or not. 

(signed) W. J. S. P. 

Enclosure 4, in No. 15. 

Sir " Prince Albert," Beechey Island, 
I 'th h k 20 August 1852. 

HA VE e ~mou~ t~ ac nowledge the receipt of your letter of this date and shall have 
much pleasure 10 shlppmg on buard the" North Star" the pr ." ' d " I of this date. OVISIons name 10 my etter 

The two men volunteering from the" Prince Albert" fior wh h k" dl "d d d" b d ,om you a ve so 10 y pro-
VI e an accommo abon on oar your ship have been made fi II h t h 
look to Lady Fmnklin alone for their wages. ' u y aware tat ey are to 

ll'egret to say from the surgeon's report th t I bI I 
ance for cutting the " North Star i~to winie a am una e to end .you the proffered assist
beina unfit for duty on the ice I a ·ll·r quharlers, every man, With the exception of two, 

°h " . m WI 109, owever to delay my de rt fi furtl . searc until your ship is safely secured and th k" 'r "pa ure or ler 
, an lllg you lOr your kmd suggestions, 

Captain Pullen, " I have, &c. 
Her Majesty's Ship" North Stur," (SIgned) W. Kenned!l' 

Beechey Island. 

Enclosure 5, in No. 15. 
Sir, . "Princ Alb "B 

I REGnET to say that the two men who v~I ~rt~ eechey Island, 23 August 1852. 
chang~ their minds, and on mature considemt~~ er to re!Dain out. with me, have now 
posed 10 my letter of the 20th instant" viz of m k" I hfu'e :ecided to gIve up the plan pro
Inlet, as the means I ~n command 0; yo~' rende: _ lI~gll be~ er !e~rch down Prince Regent'l! 

, , WI 1D8UmClenL . _ 

The 
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The provisions ~~ich have been sen~ from the ship to the "North Star," on the arrange- Proceedings of Sir 
meut of my remalllmg out, 1 have decIded to land on Beechey Island, abreast your ship, E. Belcher, c. B. 

and to be disposable for any contingencies. 
'1 noW propose sailing to-morrow evening at 6 P.M., and in concluding this beg to convey 

to you my warmest tha~ks for the kind readiness with which you have offered your aid and 
assistance even to the dIstress of yourself. 

Captain Pullen, 
Her Majesty's Ship" North Star." 

I have, &c. 
(Rigned) Wm. Kenned!J. 

P. S.-With regard to boat~, as we have an extra number, I shall leave the gutta percha 
boat with the provisions, for any use. 

(signed) W.K. 

Enclosure 6, in No. 15. 

Her Majesty's Ship" North Star," Beechey Island, 
Sir, :!4 August 185~. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, and am 
sorry to find that your men have so disappointed YOll as to prevent your carrying out your 
plans for further search; although 1 consider the distance great, yet with the as~istance 
1 could afford you, provided your two Illen had remained, it might possibly have been ac
complished. With regard to the provisions you had put on board this ship for your own use, 
and now intend landing on Beechey Island, they shall be stored, together with the gutta 
perch a boat, and every care taken of them; will you therefore leave an account of them with 
Mr. Elliot, clerk in charge of this ship. In conclusion, I shall send by you all the de~patches 
for Englalld, left by ~ir Edward Belcher and Captain Kellett, with my own; and as Y0lt 

propose starting this evening, should you not be able to complete the landing of all your 
stores from this ship, I will have them put on shore ilnd placed with those you have already 
in cache. Wishing you God's speed and a welcome greeting in England, 

Mr. Kenn,erly, " Prince Albert," 
Beechey Island. 

(No.2.) 
No. 16. 

1 am, &c. 
(signed) W . .I. 8, Pullp", 

COll1mander. 

LETTER from Commander Pullen to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her l\Iajesty's Ship" North Star," 
Sir, lleechey Islanu, 7 September 1852. 

I BEG to report to you, for their Lordships' information, the arrival at this 
place, this murning, of the merchant steam-vessel "Isabel" (Commander 
Inglefield); his stav is :00 short, that I do not enter into any particulars of what 
he has done, but confine myself entirely to a short sketch of my own proceed
ings from the 24th ultimo, the day which the "Prince Albert" left thi,;, with 
a full account of the movements of the whole squadron. 

On the 26th August, considering the ship in a secure place for wintering, and 
that as much ice was out of the bay as was likely to come, I resolved on leaving 
for Maxwell Bay; therefore, shoved off at two in the afternoon, with a month's 
provisions. After a day's detention at Gascoine Inlet by a gale of wind, I got 
into the bay on the 29th ultimo, landed on its western shores to the north of 
Cape Herschell, and could almost see at once, that the land was continuous all 
round the head of it; however, to make sure, I remained the greater part of 
next day for a more complete examination, when I got a latir.ude, placing me in 
74° 42' 7" N., but did not succeed in obtaining the longitude, bllt was rerfectly 
convinced that no pmsage, t'ither by water or land, for travelling over, could 
be found from the head of thia bay; consequently, made the best of my way 
back to the ship, which I reached on the afternoon of the 2d instant. On my 
way both to Maxwell Bay and back again, I found, on several occasions, more of 
the same f'ort of circles of stones found at Cape Riley, and from the examination, 
was perfectly satisfied that they were not placed by al,1y white people. Again, 
at one spot amongst them, I found several pieces of the verteurre of the white 
whale. In a small bay to the N.E. of Cape Hurd, I found the roots, and 
20 feet 4 inches of the stem, of a red pine. well above the high-water mark, 
and 3 feet 6 inches in circumference j'lSt above the root.s; it had apparently 

82. c 4 been 
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Proceedings (If Sir been lying there a long time, was white from exposure, and saturated well 
E. H~lcher. c, B. throuO'h to the heart. 

OnOmy return to the ship, ,I found the b~y was completely ~lear of ice, the 
vessel lying at her anchor, and on two occaslOns, very n~arly drIven out to sea 
by the pressure of such heavy bodies as were for?ed out wIth the strong northerly 
gales latelv blowing, and strong current runmng through the narrow between 
Beechey Island and the main. However, 1 now consider there is nothing more 
to apprehend, and am anxiously looking for Mr. M'Cl)rmick's (s~rgeon) return. 
and if not here on Thursday, shall send a boat as far up WellIngton Channel 
as Cape Osborne, not only to meet him, b~t make cache,S for the spring opera
tions; thus anticipating the sledge party I mtended sendmg away as soon as the 
ice made. 

W ellingto~ Channel, from t~e. summ,i.t of Beechey Island as far as the eye 
can see, is stIll open; and I antICIpate Sir Edward Belcher has got very far on 
this season; but as I said in my letter of 23d ultimo, by " Prince Albert," that 
I should endeavour to communicate with him next spring; I still hope to do so, 
more particularly as we have picked up the dogs Mr. Kennedy of the "Prince 
Albert" landed on Beechey Island the evening of his leaving, rather than kill 
them. 

The house, which I have cal1ed Northumberland House, in honour of his 
Grace, the First Lord, is progressing, and I hope to make it so far complete, 
that it will afford a most comfortable asylum for any who might reach it and 
need it., shelter. It is 9 feet high, 30 feet long and 25 feet broad. 

Weare now preparing the ship for the winter, but I do not expect the bay 
will be frozen over yet for some time, as the temperature of the water is yet 
high, 29° this morning, air 23°; 20· is the lowest we }Jave had the latter; strong 
north ,and north-west winds have bt:en prevailing lately; much snow has also 
fallen, which is constantly driving about with the gales. 

In condusi~n, I b:~ to acquai~t their Lordships, t!lat .all my cr~w are in good 
]1I:alth and hIgh ~pmts, and WIth a firm determmatIOn of domg their best 
('lIcleavours to set at rest the long pending question. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. J. S. Pullen, 

Commander. 

P. S.-Commander Inglefield, by his discoveries in Smith's and Jones's 
Sounds, has greatly.na.rrowed the field of search, for it is perfectly evident that 
no traces of our mlssmg countrymen have been found (in Smith's or Jones's 
Sound),.but a great addition to our geographical.kno~ledge of these regions has 
bec~ gamed. I euclose the copy of a paper deposited m one of the main supports 
of );orthumberland House. 

(signed) W. J. S. P. 

Enclosure in No. 16. 

TH~s hou~e was erecte? by, Her Majesty's sh~p " North Star," and the paper and coins 
defoslted, August 31st, 1~:.J2, m the 16th year ot the reign of Her J\Jajesty Queen Victoria. 

t, ~\'as erected for the purpose of being a place of refuO'e and deposit for stores and 
prOVISIOns for the use of any of the sl' , ' I 0 • • , , f C 'S' J h F' lipS compames emp oyed 10 the expeditions In search 
0, aptam, Ir 0 n rankhn, Kt., ~.c, n., or of any of his part should the find their 
"ay here, With the hope that they Will find in it all that'I1 'd' f, h' Y 

It ha~ been named Northumberland House in honour wofl hPI' roGvl e °thr t pe,.r tWLantsd' f th 
Admiralty. ' s race e Irs or 0 e 

List of officers belonging to " North Star: " 
William J. S, Pullen, Commander' Th P II M 

A H Alston l\Iate' W B SIII'I'b' ~masdu en, aster; RobertM'Cormick.surgeon; 
.. • • , .. e I ear, 0econ "laster' W'll' Ell' CI k' eh . Frank Y Jones Supernumerary A 'ta t '-' ' ,I lam lott, er In arge, ., SSIS n o:-urgeon. 

X. B. This paper has been placed in f ' th N W 
of the topmast which forms one f th a ~n. 10 e • . corner of the house, ill the tid-hole 

, 0 e maIO supports. 

PROCEEDINGS 
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PROCEEDINGS of ~ Mr. l¥illiam Kennedy, commanding the "Prince 
Albert" Discovery Vessel (Lady Franklin's Private Arctic Expedition), 
accompanied by Lieutenant Bellot, of the French Navy. 

No. 17. 

LETTER from Mr. lIT. Kennedy to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Bir, . Admiralty, in waiting, 9 October 1852. 
I BEG to mform you of my arrival with the" Prince Albert " from the Arctic 

seas~ having reached Aberd~en on Thursday eveninO' at 6 P. M. 

I left the "North Star," Captain Pullen, at 13e~chev Island, taking up her 
winter quarters, all well on board. -

Pl'· M'Cormick had just launched his boat in open water, with a party I 
thmk of ~our men, and was proceeding to Baring Bay, to ascertain if there was 
any opemng to the eastward into Jones's Sound, with a "iew of examining the 
cairn and cooking-place seen by the" Prince of Wales" in 18~8. 

I.arrived at Beechey Island on the 19th of August, and quitted on the 24th. 
SIr Edward Belcher, with one tender, the "Pioneer," Lieutenant Sherard 

Osborn, had proceeded up the Wellington Channel in open water a few days 
previous to my arrival, while Captain Kellett with the other tender, Captain 
M'Clintock had gone in cJear water up Barrow Straits towards Melville 
Island. 

The" Prince Albert" wintered in Batty Bay, Prince Regent Inlet. 
In January, accompanied by M. Bellot of the French Navy, I proceeded with 

a sledge and three men, alike to visit Fury Beach and to furm a first depot. 
Returning to the ship, we again started in February, myself in charge of an 

advance party of five men, and M. Bellot the week following in charge of a 
party of seven men, having left Messrs. Hepburn and Leask in charge of the 
ship. 

On 1\1. Bellot coming up with me at Fury Beach, I found it necessary to send 
him back again to the ship, in order to bring down further supplies, and it was 
not until the 29th 01 March that we were enabled to proceed on the extended 
journey. A fatigue party accompanird us as far as Brentford Bay; here we 
found an opening running in a general course of about S. 'Yo and N. E. of 
about 15 miles to Cape Bird; on attaining Cape Bird, crossed a bay of some 
25 miles in width, when we struck a low-lying beach, and pursued our course 
on it ol'er gentle undulations, in a direction due west, to the estimated distance 
of 1000 W. longitude. On the third day we got on flat table-land until the 
latitude of 730 N. when we turned east, struck the Inlet west of N. 
Somerset. 

OUf course was now generally along the sea-coast until we reached Cape 
Walker. when our provisions compelled us to retreat to the ship round N. 
Somerset and Leopold Harbour. 

I cannot find words to express my admiration of the conduct ofM. Bellot, who 
accompanied me throughout this trying journey, directing at all times the course 
by his superior scientific attainments, and at the same time taking an equal share 
with the men in dragging the sled, and ever encouraging them in their arduous 
labours by his native cheerful disposition. 

During our absence of three months, we ever slept in snow houses, having 
dispensed with tents. 

With the blessing of God, we returned in safety to. our ship on the 30th 
of May. 

On the 6th of August we cut out of winter quarters and proceeded to Beechey 
Island, as circumstances best directed. 

I may mention, that our first jQurney was in mid-winter, when we had to 
avail ourselves of the moonlight, in the absence of that of the sun. 

I have, in conclusion, the satisfaction to remark, that although our cr;w 
suffered somewhat from scurvy, they have all returned to a man in c~m~aratlve 
health, which I attribute in a great measure to the strictly teetotal prmclples on 
which the expedition was carried out, and the consequent harmony and good 
conduct of tae men throughout. 

82. D It 

Proceedings of 
Mr. W. Kennedy. 
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I . t th I f pemmican which the Lords of the Admiralty liberally 
t IS 0 e supp y 0 I d" bi d be 

su plied to the " Prince Albert," that our s e Jourmes ~ were ena e to 
p . d t· I left 18 cases of pemmican at Beechey Island, and two at Fury 

carne ou, d h .. N th 8t " 
Beach, and four tons coals I put on boar t e or a~. . 

During my absence on the extended journey,. Mr. COWIe, the ~edlcal officer' 

h d the bottom of Cresswell Bay, to see If any passage eXIsted there, but 
searc e . d b d f, h' d . 
f, d none' to this officer I also feel greatly III e te or IS care an attentIOn 
o~~~ the he~lth of the crew, and kind and skilful treatment.o.f them. 

Though every search was made in all parts we have VISIted, we have found 
no record or trace of the proceedings of Sir John Franklin's expedition. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Wm. Kennedy, 

Commanding Lady Franklin's 
Private Arctic Expedition. 

No. 18. 

LETTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Mr. IY. Kennedy. 

Sir, Admiralty, 15 October 1852. 
I HAVE received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 

your letter of the 9th instant, reporting your arrival from the Arctic Seas, and I 
am to acquaint you that my Lords are greatly obliged for the valuable informa
tion you have been the means of conveying to them from the squadron under 
Captain Sir E. Belcher's orders, and their Lordships have further to thank you 
for the interesting detail of your own proceedings. My Lords would wish to 
express their sense of the exertion made by you, and your arduous efforts to 
discover traces of the missing expedition, and would be glad, should the oppor
tunity offer, if you would convey to your gallant comrade, M. Bellot, the like 
assurance of their Lordships' admiration of the generous ardour with which that 
officer's valuable services were devoted to the humane and honourable enterprize 
in which you were both engaged. ' 

I am, &c. 
(signed) IV. A. B. Hamilton. 

~o. 19. 

LETTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to H. U. Addington, Esq. 
Foreign Office. 

Sir, Admiralty, 15 October 1862. 
I A~f command~d by m~' Lor?s Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 

hereWIth, for the mformatJOn .ot the Earl of ~lalmesbury, copies of a letter from 
Mr. W. Kenne?y, dated 9th :llstant, reporting his arrival from the Arctic Seas, 
a~d of one wInch I have tlus day by their Lordships' commands addressed to 
111m; and I ~m to request y?U will in~orm Lord Malmesbury that my Lords 
have transmitted the same, III order (If his Lordship should see fit) that the 
~reDc.h Government ~ay be made acquainted with M. Bellot's generous exer
tIOns I? behalf ~f Bntlsh officers and men, and the opinion entertained of him 
by theIr LordshIps. 

I am directed to add, that M. Bellot is Lieutenant de Vaisseau in the French 
navy, and Chevalier of the Legion of Honour. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) IV. A. B. Hamilton. 

No. 20. 

LETTER from Mr. lV. Kennedy to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir East Islington Institution, 
I HA':E had the honour to r . 18 October 1852. 

t~ Lieutenant Bellot of the Fr:~~~:e your letter of the 15th instant, conveying 
Admiralty, for the information whi havy han~ mhyself the th!lnks of the Bo~d of. 

c w~ a\e ad the happmcss to commumcate 
III 
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in respect to the proceedings of Sir Edward Belcher's squadron, and the expres- Proceedings of 
sions of their Lordships' approbation of our humble exertions to afford assistance Mr. W. Kenned, 
to our long absent countrymen in the expedition under the command of Sir 
John Franklin. 

May I request that you will assure their Lordships on the part of Lieutenant 
Bellot and myself. that we feel deeply gratified at so honourable a mark of their 
Lordships' approbation, which is in itself a high reward to us for the arduous 
service upon which we have been engaged. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Wm. Kennedy, 

Late Commanding Lady Franklin's 
Private Arctic Expedition. 

NO.2l. 

Lady Franklin to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

LADY FRANKLIN presents her compli~ent3 to the Secretary of the Admiralt), 
and begs to enclose the copy of a letter which she has had the gratification of ________ 
receiving from his Excellency the Minister of Marine of France, in compliment 
of Lieutenant Bellot of the French navy. 

37, Bedford-place, 
t November 1852. 

Enclosure in No. 21. 

(Translation. ) 

Madam, Paris, 25 October 1852. 
I HAVE received the letter which you did me the honour to addre'ils to me on the 

20th instant. 
The French Government could do no less than give its cordial assent to the desire 

expressed by M. Bellot, Lieutenant de Vaisseau, to join the expedition in search of the 
noble and unfortunate Sir John Franklin, which proceeded in the ship" Prince Albert." 

In rendering himself worthy of receiving from you, madam, whose devotion is the 
admiration of the whole world, the expressions of esteem conveyed in your letter, and in 
earning by the energy and usefulness of his participation in an enterprise as perilous as 
honourable, the suffrages of the British Admiralty, M. Bellot has gained fresh claims to 
the consideration of his superiors, whose trust he has so fully justified, and to. the esteem 
of the corps to which he belongs, and which he has 110 worthily represented. 

In the name of the French navy I sincerzly invoke success for the new expedition which 
has succeeded the" Prince Albert," and that it may attain the object which you follow with 
so much courageous perseverance. 

Accept, madam, the homage of my profound respect. 

The Minister of Marine and Colonies, 
Lady Franklin, London. (signed) Theodore Ducos. 

No. 22. 

LETTER from Lady Franlclin to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir,. Bedford-place, 8 November 1852. 
IT having been suggested to me that the letter which I received from Mr. Ken

nedy on his return from his late expedition in command of the" Prince Albert" 
should be submitted to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, I beg to 
enclose a copy, and should have done so earlier but for the apprehension that 
it might be deemed superfluous after the letter which Mr. Kennedy himself 
addressed to their Lordships. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) Jane Franldin. 

, 82. D 2 Enclosure 
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Enclosure in No. 22. 

M d London, 10 October 1852. 
a am, h' d' I ft d 7 0 I N SINCE we separated from the United States seare 109 squ~ ron m a I u e 4 30 .,oa 

the 4th of August 1851, you have no in.telligence of the '.' Prmce Albert." On that day, ~be 
prospect bein~ still adverse t? our gettJll~ throug~ Mel~llle. Bay, we c0Il!menced· retra~ng 
our former course with the vIew of crossmg the mIddle Ice m a lower latItude, by blasting, 
and threading our way south. according as appearances presented themselves. . 

OUI' interruptions were so frequent. ~nd I?rogr~ss so slow, th~t by the loth, t~e Americana, 
who seemed to be in 'he same position m whICh we had lett them, were dl~tant no more 
than 10 miles to the north of u!: and it was the 13th before we finally lost SI::!,ht of them, 
Ilaving by the evening of the 17~h got so far .south as Baffin's Island, and the .middle ice 
there presented a few open lanes of water whIch led to the westward, we were mduced to 
enter them. They f..rmed so continuous a ~hain to the U Wes~,~ater," that our interr~p
tions were but few, so that by the 21st, we were m the" West Water Itself, all well, and heartily 
rejoicing 1\ t the clear prospect then bef~re liS. • • • 

Slant winds wafted us over to Pond s Bay by the 24th, when four nattves, III their kayocks, 
came on a visit to us. From these men was obtained the intelligence that two vessels, not 
whalers, had been seen passing south some two moons or days ago (one interpretel' could 
not make out whether it was moons or days they meant), far out and among much ice. 
These we to(lk to be either the Americans, 01' some of Captain Austin's squadron. Thl'Ough 
the joint aid of John Smith and the Esquimaux vocabulary, we could make them distinctly 
understand that we were in search of lost white men in two ships, but of these they hacJ DO 

knowledge whatever. BeinO' becalmed in the same neie:hbourhood until the 26th, three of 
the same party came on boa~d the second time, and after corroborating the news they had 
previously given, exchanged a few curiosities for knives, needles, &c.; remained on board 
during the night, and ldt for the shore early the following morning. . 

Untoward circumstances prevented our reaching any definite point until the 3d of Sep
tembpr, when, afier having been tossed about Ii'om one shore of Barrow's Strait tp the other 
for two days in succession by a furious eastf!rly gale, it at length left us off Cape York, 
which induced me to direct the vessel to Port Leopold, that harbour being on the line of our 
intended cvurse lGriffiths hland), groping ollr way through thick weather and occasional 
streams (If ice, and troubled with adverse winds; by the morning of the 4th we were off 
the northem extremity of Leopold Island, from which such a bal'rier of ice extended across 
Barrow's Strait as far as the eye could reach, that it was thought more advisable to seek 
shelter from it in Port Leopold, than to attempt forcing a way through it. We accordingly 
bore away for that harbour. 

Por~ Leopold ~owever was s.o blocked against us, that there was no possibility of effecting 
a ~andlll~ eve.n WIth a boat, owmg to a heavy sea, which the recent easterly storm had raised, 
still lashmg It~ bar!·ed. entrance. The vessel was therefore further directed towards Fury 
B~ach. Passm~ ~Iwlll and Batty Bays (both of which were also closed), we continued 
gomg south, until It was discovered that onlv a narrow lane of water was left for us to follow 
betwee.n the land and ice. We therefore discontinued running farther ill this direction, and 
next dIrected our ?O\~rse to ~~rt B?wen, not so mllch with a view to take up winter quarters 
there lI;s to ascertam It;; .condltlon, III the event of being afterwards driven to such a necessity. 
Reachm~?n the follo,,:mg day, w~ came to anchor undel' Stoney Island. 

Remammg ~ere untIl tlle ~th, m order to give time for the ice to open out both at Por~ 
Leopold and m Barrow ::straIt, we then got under weirrh and directed our course a~in to 
Port Le~pold. . It was the evening of the following day before Cape Seppings was attained. 
when bem.g agam oppos~d by a barrier of ice, I was induced to make a second attempt 
to land With four mell m a boat, in ordpr to obtain from it a view of Leupold Harbour~ 
He~e I. unfortunately became separated from the vessel, an impenetrable barrier of-ice 
havmg J[~ter~ened between her and the boat, and darkness coming on at the same time, our 
c~mmumcatlOn was thus absolutely cut off. We kept signals up during the first part of ;the 
night by means of s~y-ro~kets and blue-lights so as to indicate our position, still indulging 
the hope that morm!,g lIght would disclose not our little "Prince Albert" only but a 
P~ssaO"e also by whIch to retuI'n t I,· 0 lb· ' 

'" •.• 0 leI. ur lope Was ut vam, as the dawn of day 
~~l~wed ~~ tl~at ~llekentJre mlet, south of our po~iti"n, was either already choked up or fallt 
Albn~t~lt. tIe rf en-up contents of the various channels Ull our north and the" PI·inee 
I d er \las now lerle to be seen. A strong N. W. gale having prevailed during the night La us tat Sllce dto/.lehsupposi.tiull that it mu!>t ha~e carried he\' to Port Bowen or int~ 

~cat~ .er I)hUll ,I d1t'l ad n~t IDvolved and made her a prey to the unrelenting ice' . 
HI .IIIS un appv I emma no oth It f· . 

Leopold witb the ·boat and th e.r tt ema ~ve was left me but to proceed into Port 
10 A..H. 011 the 9th of Se tem~~e : walt le.tumIng up of events. On arriving here 8bou~ 
c. Prince Albert" had la~ded tb' ~ found It had ~ot been revisited since u party from the 
for Sir Johll Franklin's use we:

re fif aut'.lmn p~evlOus. T~e stores left by Sir James Ross 
until the 17th Odober when w: S I intlri' ert! then dId we remain week afl.cr week. 
n'ell from the ship which was lIa~fre tlappt y ~escued. by M. Bellot with a party. of seven 
the same day we had landed at P:r: i.nc I~~ III .Batty Bay. M. Bellot infol'lued me that 
carried in the course of the I'recedinO" . e~po 'f: they had entered Batty Bay, having been 
in Qf{ Elwin Bay as to be concealed=-tj mg t so t r south as to be by lIlorning light 1'0 close 
S~OIl aftel' carried in a similar manner r~: B:~t BIO were

h 
then at CapPo Seppings, and being 

wmter. yay, t f':y had entered and moored for the 

Thil 
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This was the third effort M. Bellot had made to reach us. He had first made the attempt Proceedings of 
by land, but bein~ defeated through the inclemency of the weather and other obstacles, he Mr. W. KennedJ 
next endeavoured to accomplish, his object on the ice. Here again however he was 
frustrated by his sledge breaking through it, the cargo becoming saturated. The third time 
he again ma~e the new-formed ice his road, and to prevent a recurrence of the same mishap, 
dragged the .lolly-boat all the way, making use of it alike as a sled and as an instrument 
for ~ecoverillg ~!s br~ken ~led .aud its now frozen cargo, the greater part of which had been 
left m the position In wlllch It was when it fell through. Arriving at the ship's winter 
quarters 011 the 25th, we were there received as those from the dead. 

It was now olLr first. -care to provide as much for the safety and cl)mfort of all on board as 
circumstances permitted .. To t~is en? we erected a house of snow on ~hore for our powder, 
and lodged th~ same therem; dlscontmued watches on deck at night; built a wall of snow 
round the ship and boats; constructed bouses (igloos) for washing, smithing and carpen
tering; enlarged the forecastle for the greater convenience of the men; set up a porch as 
the entry to it from the main hatchway; covered it over with snow, as also the fore and after 
cOllIpanion and sky-light, with an after porch of entry, and adjusted such a scale of diet ali 
would conduce the most, alike to health and the due extending of our stock of provisions. 
Mr. Cowie, the surgeon, very kindly of his own accord took the management of the amuse
ment and educational department, duties for which he was well qualified; and now it was 
necessary to prepare f01" winter and spring joul'Oies. All the wood we had for Indian sleds 
was successively dressed, soaked, turned and put together. Material for a dozen pairs of 
1!now-shoes underwent a similar pmcess, amI a dozen parchment skins were cut up into 
"shaganapic" (the Indian name for a fine strollg thread, with which snow-shoes are laced). 
nearly as many moose and reindeer skins had to be converted into moccasins and winter 
mitts. Clothing from head to foot. had to undergo over-hauling, as well as an overcoating of 
cotton to prevent fine snow drift from lodging, as it does on all woollens. Leggings could 
1I0t be dispensed with in our joumies, neither could gauze wire and crape shades, and much 
less could a portable cooking apparatus, :n which coal and wood had to be used, having 
lost one of our "conjurors" at tile time of M. Bellol's sleJ~e falling through the ice. 

Ere all these necessary things could be got in readiness mid-winter had passed, and the 
first full moon after was approaching that stage of its growth when, if it was intended to 
avail ourselves of the guidance of its light in the absence of the sun (which had now more 
than a month disappeared), in order to make our first journey, it was necessary to depart; 
accordingly, leaving matters at the ship in a forward state of preparation for the spring 
journies, we took our first departure from it on the [)th of January for Fury Beach. 

The primary object of this joul'Oey was of course to ascertain whether that place had 
been a retreating point to any of the parties we were seeking for, since the date of itg 
previous examination by Lieutenant Robinson. belonging to Sir James Ross's expedition. 
Next to make there our first deposit of provisions in prospect of a further search, and also 
to ascertain the state of the country we had to pass over, before adopting the particular 
means of transport, especially in the matter of sleds. 

Our way was one of the roughest imaginable, being along the nar~ow margi~ of und~
lating and oft interrupted slopes lying at the base of the alt but contllluous cham of lofty 
abrupt head-lands, which extended from Batty Bay to Fury Beach. We were confined tu 
this narrow pathw?-y by the ice on Regent's It~let bein~ still de.tached .ii·olll the s~ore. 
Gropmg our way for the most part over such a hne as thiS, the pomt III view wa,; attamed 
in four separate stages. At each period of repo"e we took shelter in snow houses, mucll 
.1lOre comfortably than in ~ tent~ which havi~g been tried on the. first night ~nd .found. to be 
too cold, was ever after dlscontmued. Havlllg spent SIX hour,; lL1 the eXalllll1atlOli ot Fury 
Beach, and satisfied ourselves that no human footsteps had been there since 1849, we traced 
our steps to the ship, which was gained aft~r threejournies. On the evening ?f the. loth, we 
made our first deposit of a solitary case oi pemmican (of 90 lbs.), together With a httle fuel, 
within eight miles of Fury Beach, an abrupt point, with the water still open at its base, 
hav;ing there opposed its further transport with the sled., . . 

1he interval between the date of our return and the 25th of February was occupied III 

completing travelling arrangements, and though this was accol1lp\i~hed by the. end ?f 
January, yet were we prevented from setting out then, by the ice on the 1II.let uelllg still 
detached from the shore which left us so rou.,.h a road, that to pass over It would have 
exhausted alike our sca~ty means and the enel':'gies of the men in vain. A cont.itluance of 
rough weather also came on in the beginning of Februar~, alld. toward~ the Il1ld?le of It, 
five o~ the party intended fur the journies were severely frost-bitten Willl:;t retnrmng frol1l 
thmwlOg" out supplies. It was therefore the 25th of Fehruary ere the advance party could 
ta.I,e their departure from tht' ship. We had to leave in divisions, as there were at thi~ d~te 
stIli some unhealed frost bites. I accompanied the first party, alld M. Bellot, after asslstmg 
us lor two days, returned to the ship in order to bring up the second as soon as they should 
get Ollt of the doctor's h:mds. 

A succession of furiou,; gales overtakillg us the third day after leavill~ the ship, kept. u'! 
close prisoners ill a snow boose for nearly a week, so I hat it was the 5th of March before 
FUI'y Beach was attained, and then it was with cOlllparativelya light cargo; fuur cases uf 
pemmican bad to be left behind some HI miles from it. On examining the stores of t:le Fury, 
J was mortified to find that the indispensable article of biscuit, on which much depen~en~ 
had been placec.l, \\ a; all destroyed by tim.... Tbe flour however was stili good, and of, thiS 
we proceeded to make biscuit, after patching up with snow. the tattered coverwg ot the 
ao-called "Somerset House," a relic of our pl'edecessors at thiS ~pot. 
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On the 7th M. BeUot, with tlle second di.vision, arrived from !3atty Bay, and aftt;r a~8i8t 
ing to get Somerset House put in order, agam returned to the ship for a supply- of biscuit Ob 

the 12th; he came back on the. 20th! and on the 29th Vl'e finally left Fury Beach on the 
extended jouroey towards BoothIa Felix. . . . 
Tb~ entire party leaving together on thl9 occ~s\On numbered 14 m~n, and I) Esqulmaux 

dogs, with a ~eneral cargo of say 16 cwt., apportIOned on four flat ~ndlan sleds. O~r course 
was first along the shore lying nort.h of Cres~well Bay, for a dlstan~e of 25 mIles, tb~1l 
across it aloncr a curved line of rough Ice turned mward to the bay. ThIS conducted us to Ita 
south shore ~hich we followed to the low-lying point called Cape Garry; rounding this 
point and foiIowing the coast line, the ice on the il~let being here also.deta~hed. (I·om the 
shore, we reached Brentford Bay ~m the seventh day s march. From I~IS p~lDt. eIght I~en, 
who had accompanied us as a fa~l~ue party thus far, returned to the ship. with mstructioll8 
for Mr. Cowie to have more provlslOn~ transported to Fury Beach by some of the party now 
returnincr and at the same time to examine the bottom of Cresswell Bay before our return.· 

The 6th of A pril, the day on which the fatigue party left us, being devoted to .the exami
nation of the western shore of Brentford Bay, was the day not only of our commg on new 
ground, but of the discovery of a pas gage leadi.ng to the weRtern sea •. On the previous even
ing, whibt marching westward, and after roundmg the southern extremity of Br?wn Islands, 
it gave intimation of its existence by an unusual and den!';e mass of vapour which then con
cealed the channel, and out of which it was issuing. On approaching the locality on this 
day, the vapour was found to arise fr'lm an open space of water at the western entrance of 
the passage, extending above a mile in length, and having a width equal to that of the chan
nel itself, \\hich might be about two miles. Its current was variously estimated at from four 
to six miles an hour j whilst the fact of its bearing 011 its surface heavy masses of ice of at 
least three feet in height above the level of the water, gave undeniable evidence of its 
depth. These mags~s of ice at different stagf's of the tide were noticed goincr N. E. 
on one side the channel before a strong S. "V. wind, and in mid-channel, as w~1l as on 
the opposite shore, forcing their way against it at the same rapid rate. A view from the 
brink of the southern shore presented to the eye a suddenly shelving bottom. From the 
northern shore being more bold and lofty, it may be inferred there is a greater depth of 
water on t~lat side of it. Some four or five miles west of this, a second open space of water 
presented Itself. It was not of the same extent as the first, but seemed, like it, to be kept 
open fr?m its being forced through the most contracted parts of the channel, such contrac
tIOn belllg greatest at both these open points. 

The most commanding view that could be obtained of the channel aloncr the south shore 
was from the summit of a lofty hill (one of a chain), midway betwee~ its extremities 
whence it w~s seen run~ing .its ent!re extent, in a general S. W. and N. E. direction fo: 
about B nl1les, when It umted with the western sea somewhat to the S. as well as E. 
of Cape Bird, thus presenting a connecting link Letween that sea and Recrent Inlet. To the 
1? Regent Inlet could be indistinc~ly see~ over the islands in Brentford Bay, through the 
lIght haze that was suspendeu over It; whIlst to the west, where no such curtain existed, 
we sa.w \\lth equal c1earlless sea and land, the former having an apparent width of about 
30 mIles, r.unnmg N. and S., and the latter, seemingly, united further north with the 
land on \\hlch we stood, and stretching southward until it was either lost in the distance or 
obscured by a haze, over which t.he sun was su~pended. The land here paltakincr much of 
~ rug2ed ~s well as " fiord :' character, it is probable that this is but one of othe~ channels 
In t1~IS nmghbourhood I.eadmg t? the \V., at least I wa~ led to this supposition from seeing 
sevelal nal row lanes of Ic.e runnmg among the hills from the west to the east, though they 
could not be traced contl11uously?n account of the intervening elevations. This opinion 
was stlengthened, \\'~en, on returllmg to our camp, I found M. Bellot had also discovered a 
narrolV channelle~d\Og to the ~\'~st. T?is part of the country seemed much frequented by 
r
l
e1l1deer, and IS, 111 all probablhty theIr high road from the continent to their northern 
launts. 

On the 7th havincr decided on r II . tl h 
B d 

'h· it:> 10 owmg Ie nort ern channel we set out from Brentfotd 
ay, an reac Illcr t Ie extrAme west po· t f th h' 

a little disappointed at find~' tho t th m °b e passag~ y the end of the day, were not 
mg a e sea efore us which h d h d . ht h 

Prove continuouf\ with th . b C ' we a ope mIg ,per aps, . e openm rr etween ape W Ik d C B . d 
appareutly in a bay on Oul" north. e This I d a er an . ape ~nny, termmate 
having the power of de'erminin . ~ us to doubt our estImated dIstance, and (not 
a prolongation of Bren:ford Ba~ 70~\hfsSl~~; ~:~onomically) whe~her we ha~ not mistaken 
(after campincr on the 8th and 9th I·n . ' It was not untIl the evenmg of the loth 

b succeSSlO1l on th€' fl b r ., . h' 
the. western land), that we wer€' assured of our di oe, elOre we .succeeded III reac mg 
the northern extremity of the Victoria St ·t fR scovery. We had m fact come out upon 
Prince of Wales' Land of Captain Omm ral 0 ae; and our western land proves to be the 

O h·· anney. 
n reac mg It we were so beset by an easterl . s . 

under a snow house, where we were" sto t )·d ~?rm, that It compelled us to seek Fhelter 
were gropin~ our way through the haze r~ s ~ u~til t.lOon of the 12th, and even then 
could be seen on our path The 13t'h ~r hhan dIrectmg our course b,.. any obiect that . . ao-am s roudi b· J. J 
compasses, our only guIde under such c \=> ng every 0 ~ect from VIew, and the 
sluggishness, we were mduced to halt a d Ircu.m;,tances, occasionally showinO" symptoms of 
fine tor travelling-. Four weary days di~ :ea~artr c.leare~ weather, though it was otherwise 
18th, when, settmg out, we directed our tIll thiS clearer weather came until the 
~ I· d h Course once m d . ' lee .JUg assure we ad got on an extensive table land ore ue west untIl the 21st, when 
whIch we had passed must have been mistaken b ,~nd that the very low-lying land over 

y SIr James Ross for a western sea, we 
resolved 
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resoived to wal~ up to <?ape :Walker, as w~1l to ascertain whether any cllannel existed Proceedings of 
between us and It, by which Sir John Franklin could have been led into the field assianed Mr. W. Kennedy. 
for our search, a~ to find out whether he had left any intelligence there of his destination. 
We, therefo~e, directed our step,s due north over a country that was remarkable only for its 
tame and umform level, no~ havmg so ~u~h as a lake or the slightest rivulet to relieve its 
monotony. W ~ came on It on the mldmght of the 19th, a day on which I may mention, 
instead of w~lkmg 12, we keJ?t on f<;>ot 24, hours, in order to turn night into day, and thus 
avoid the sun s fierce glare durmg the day-time. Ever after this we walked in general from 
9 P. M. of the one day to 9 A. M. of the other. • 

Up to the 26th ?ur course w~s due north, when a succession of loftier hills than anv we 
had yet seen on thiS new land md uced ns to turn eastward. We continued on this course 
until the western shore of what we have since ascertained to be Peel Inlet was attained in 
latitude, by account. abou~ 73° N., on the morning of the 26th. Following the line of c~ast 
trending northward on thiS and. the grea~el' part ?f the succeeding day. we came on a low 
beach that, but for the rough Ice along It margm, we should not ha\'e distinguished from 
the B,oe on which we had been walki~~. It was a low po!nt runnil~g east, and seemingly 
termll~ated b~ ~ remarkable sudden nsmg of the land .. wl~lch gave It more the appearance 
of an Island l"Ismg boldly {Jut {Jf the sea, ~han the terullnatlOn of a low-lying point. Direct
ing for a lofty headlan~ on our north untt! ~he 30th, we again came 011 the sea-shore, which 
was followed up to P,OI,nt LY(:lllS-, and crossing, over to Cape Walker, we reached it on the 
4th of May. Exammmg thiS Island for a distance of three miles on either side of the 
extreme N. E. angle of the land, we found no traces wllatever of its having been visited 
by E~ropeans, ~hough we ~aw (as we have siJlce had reason to believe) Captain Om manney's 
conspIcuous calm, but whIch was then taken by liS for one of those trap formations so 
numt'rous in oth,er parts of the count,ry. Our s.tock of provisions being now redu('ed to what 
would barely brmg us to \" haler Pomt, 0n whICh were placed the stores deposited at Port 
Leopold by Sir James Ross, we bent our s~eps homewards by way of it. It (namely. Whaler 
Point) was reached in seven stages, and wIth a detention of three days, and no inconsider
able hardship and privation. 

Being all much debilitated, and some of the party suffering so severely from scurvy as to 
have contracted limbs, we lingered at Whaler Point until the ~7th, when seeing Regent 
Inlet open as far south a;; the first point beyond Cape Seppings, we drew onr gutta percha 
boat, which had been left there last fall, for a distance of a mile over ice, and embarking in 
it, set sail for Batty Bay. At midnight. being arrested by the ice some eight miles north 
of Elwin Bay, the boat was drawn up on the beach, and we proceeded on foot to Batty 
Bay, which was reached on tIle m0rning of the 30th. Havin~ been so long absent, we 
were of course all rejoiced to meet again in safety, if not in perfect health, Our shipmates 
who remained behind had not escaped the prevailing disease, with a few exceptions, and our 
entire stock of lime-juice was quite exhausted. For the pre~eJlt then, tllen'! was an end to 
further journies, and meanwhile ship duties were performed according to the ability ()f the 
men to carry them out. 

On the 15th July, the crew being greatly recruited h\' the me of ~ome lime'jllice and 
cranberries brought from Port Leopold, that portioll of Rtgent Inlet lyin~ 110rth of Batty 
Bay having opened on the day previous, a party of eight l1Iell, with 1\1. B"llot and my-elf, 
after drawing the only boat at the ship to the north cheek of Batty Bay, eillbarked ftJI' Port 
Leopold with the double view of drawing somewhat from the supplies there, and of bringing 
horne both boats; namely, the gutta percha boat which had been left fir~t at Whaler Point, 
but was now lying a little north of Elwin Bay, and the little dingy which had al~o been left 
last fall close to the same spot where the gutta percha boat had been last drawn up. This 
was accomplished by the ~2d. 

And now it was necessary to decide whether a boat expeditiolJ in the direction of Boothia 
Felix should be undertaken. The health of the crew, the state of the ice both in Regent Inlet 
and Batty Bay itself alike forbad the entertaining such an idea; and the more so, as such 
an important fiE:ld lay on our north. Deciding. therefore, to proceed to UI itfith I stand, we 
set to liberating the ship. The ice in Batty Bay at this period was still about five feet thick, 
and extended to the entrance of the harbour, a di~tance of over two mile" from the \'essel. 
After detaching the ship from the ice in which she was imbedded, cuts for a canal w(~re 
made to the point which protected her from pressure, a distance of half a mile. I t was the 
2d of August before the outer portion of the ice in Batty Bay was carried out, and gave u~ 
the opportunity of clearing out the canal, and the 6th betore it was completed and ollr 
liberation effected, when we made northward in a narrow lane of water extending as far as 
Elwin Bay. By the mOl'l1ing of the 8th we had attained a position to the north of it, but 
the ice closing in on the land induced us to heave to the vessel, and the wind and tide SOOl1 
bringing her opposite the entrance of Elwin Bay, she entered it and came to anchor until 
the ice again opened. This was the following day, and we had no sooner got out, than it 
was necessary to tow into anchorage; it having become calm that same evening, the iee so 
filled Elwin Bay that it set us on shore~ fortunately without damage, and forced us about 
six inches. Here we lay until the increaging tides floated us off on the 11th, up to which 
time we could not have proceeded on the voyage, as the ice on the inlet kept pressed 
against the shores. On the 12th we remained at anchor. On the 1:31h we got under weigh, 
but the wind dvinO' we had again to tow into harbuur. The succeeding day we came out 
for the last time', a~d entered the first lead that had presented itself running to the eastward I 
and kept working our way first in that direction, then more to the N .K, until the 17th, by 
which time we had got II1to more open watC'l', the icc now being ill detached stream:.: . 

. 82. 1J '1 Though 
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Thou!!h the winds were more O'eneraJly beading than in our favour, by the 19th we reaeW 
Beechey Island, where we fo"'und Her Majesty's sbip "North Star" sawing into winter 
quarters. 

By her I bad your Lordship's in!!trllctions to place myself and "e~el, th~ he~lth of ofliceftl 
and lIIen permittinU' it under Sir Edward Belcller's orders, should It be hlS WJsh under any 
circumstances to rrlai~ our services. Thi~ I would most gladly have dIme, but Sir Edward 
having gone up Wellington Channel. before our aJ'riv.al i.n clear water, wi.th every pro~pect ~f 
advancin!!", I was left to act accordmg to my own Judgment. My de~l~e was to wmter III 
the country a!!"ain with a few volunteel's. in order to complete the remammg part of my pM: 
of search, and to send the ve3sel and rest of the crllw back' to Britain. Two of the best men 
at ollce volunteered to remain with me, and M. Bellot, wIth the generous feeling which: 
marks his character, would fain have insisted on doing so also, though intelligence of a: 
private nature, which he received by Sir Edward B!"lctJer's squadn>n from home, urgentlYI 
required his return. Captain Pullen also, at my request, kindly aided my views by consen~: 
ing to spare one of his officers ann t.wo men (volunteert» to accompany llIe. Sub~equently.l 
however, I found it necessary to abandon the object of Illy wish, and to re&olve on I'Cturningl 
with the vessel to Britain, a resolution which I did not make without much pain and reluct~ 
ance. The details of my proceedingii at Beechey Island I shall reserve for another opportu~ 
nitv, in order not to make my letter too Iong-. : 

On the evelling of the 24th of August, having received the despatches of the presen~ 
searching !'quadron fmlU Commander Pullen, we bore away for Britain under three cheers •• 
The c. 1\orth Stal'," if not in safe winter quarters under Beechey Island, had the fair prospect:. 
of being so at the time of our departure; a heavy ground swell round Beechey Island was; 
fast breaking up the floe still holding in Erebus Bay, alld already nearly half cleal'cd out. I 

Without any further incident worthy of mention, we arrived at Aberdeen in safety 00; 

Thursday the 8th instant, from which place without lo .. s of time 1 posted to London, which: 
I reached at six o'clock this morning. i 
. In conclusiun, allow me to say that it is a great satisfaction to me to feel that although( 

youI' Ladyship'S intentions in sending out the" Prince Albert" have been only partiafl1.1 
executed, yet, that you will consider we have done all that man could accomplish under the 
circumstances, and that the nece;osity for their complete fulfilment has been superseded b,r 
ill formation obtained aft~r our dep.arture. ~ e also bring home t6 you and all the friends o~ 
the absent, mo:st cheerIng and Important mformation of the progress of Her Majesty'a: 
~quadron up Wellington Channel, to which you have yourself always attached so much: 
Importance. . 

This intel!igenc~ might not perhaps ~~ve reacl~ed you for a long time to come, but for our: 
happy meetmg With the" North Star at so cntlcal a moment, and the safe return of the. 
c' Prince Albert" into port. 

To Lady Franklin. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) William Kenned!l' 

P.S,-With ,respect to the crew of the" Prince Albert," it gives me great pleasure to 
report that their conduct throughout has merited my unqualified approbation, and I was' 
n~o.st ably supported by the noble;-minded Be'.lot, a~d in gen~ral by the officers of the expe-.: 
d,tlon. A~ I know your. L~dys,Jl1p takes a great mterest in Mr. Hepburn, the faithful fol~: 
lower of Sir Jo~n F~an~IIn In hiS, former arduous travels, I am sure it will give you pleasure. 
to learn, ~h.at hu; expel'len~e an~ Judgment were of the utmost value to me in the conduct of 
the expedJllOn, and that IllS amIable and conciliatory deportment ca.used him to be IQok~ 
upon by every Ulan on board with respect and affection. . 

No. 23. 

CHAnT (annexed) showing the Discoveries of Mr. Kennedy, 1851-52. 
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PROCEEDINGS of Commander E. A. Inglefield, R. N.~ commanding the ~:::~:.:~~: of 

Screw Steam-vessel" Isabel" (Pri"ate Expedition), on a Voyage of Inglefield, R.N. 

Arctic Discovery. 

1\0. ~-!. 
LETTER from Commander inglefield, R.N., to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

9, Portsea· place, Connaugllt-square, 
Sir, 21 June 1852. 

THB " Isabel" screw schooner, of 170 tons, and 30 horse power, doubled, 
fitted and provisioned for a five years' cruise, having, throuO'h the failure of 
Captain Beatson's intended expedition. been thrown upon th~ hands of Lady 
Franklin, and that lady having made offer to me of her vessel (since the reply 
of their Lordships) on condition that I should carry her by whatever rout~ 
may appear most likely to obtain some information of the missing expedition, I 
beg to lay before you, for the information ()f my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, this proposal; and, 

First, to solicit their Lordships' approval and permission to accept ller Lady
ship's offer, and to grant me leave of absence for that purpose. 

Secondly, to petition, that should their Lordships be disposed to approve the 
undertaking, they will g-rant me SUell as:"i~tallct', to be paid for hy myself, which 
the Dockyard at Woolwich could immediately supply towards some few in
ternal arrangements still required to complete her, and which, if done at a 
private yard, might occasion a prejudicial delay. 

Briefly, my yiews in undertaking this expedition are, to accomplish a perfect 
examination of the west coast of Baffin Bay alid Labrador, and the seaSOIl, from 
recent accounts from Corenhag(~ll, having every appearance of beillg fa \,ourable, 
I am most desirous to luse no time in visiting that coast, froIll ,\hich, if the 
story of the "Renovation" is to be credited, thfl~e icebergs probahly drifted 011 

which the vessels were seen, and though such ships may not oe tllO . ..;e of Sir 
John Franklin's squadron, the cause of humanity "ill be furthered as milch, 
by endeavouring to assist their creW3, as those of Her l\lajesty's exploring 
vessels. 

Kotwithstanding my own feelings, and that of most Arctic voyagers, well 
qualified to express their convictions as to the fate of Sir John Franklin alld his 
gallant comrades, I cannot allow myself to undertake the enterprise, excepting 
with the full and entire approval of the Board of Admiralty; for haviug six times 
volunteered for Arctic service, and being still most anxiously looking for either 
promotion or employment, I am very unwilling to plap.e myself out of the reach 
of their Lordships; but as it is the determination of Lady Franklin to send this 
v~ssel in any case, my own sanguine hopes as to the safety of Sir John, together 
WIth the earnest desire to devote myself to the search (though at Illy own 
expense for the wages of the crew, and without any chance of remuneration); 
all these combine and incline me to accept the offer, rather than it shuuld be 
said no officer was to be found who would undertake this "oyage in the cause 
o~ humanity; and should I refuse, it is understood the vessel will be illlmediately 
gIven to some whaling captain, who might be looked lIpon as more hardy and 
enterprising than any, his fellows uf Her Majesty's ~avy. 

I aUl, &c. 
(signed) E. A. IJ/ghjield, 

Commander. 

No. 25. 

L£TTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Comma!lder Ingl,:field. 

Sir, Admiralty, 22 June 1852. 
I HAVE received and laid before my Lords your Jetter ~f the 21st instant, 

requesting the sanction of their Lordships to your taking the command of the 
" Isabel" screw schooner, belonging to Lady Fran klin, with a view to proceed 
to the Polar regions in search of the missing expedition under ~ir John 

82. E }'ranklin; 
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Franklin; and I am commanded to acquaint you, that the~ Lordships haye. no 
b' ti to your taking command of the vessel named, If you should thInk 

o ~ec °t
n 

d nd they will grant you oile year's leave of absence for the 
prop~ 0 o~; a . 
pur ose or such further leave as you may reqUIre. 

Ind ~y Lords will have no objection to order any refit to the v~ssel, or 
fitti to be made good at Woolwich Dockyard, that may be reqwred, on 

ngs . d' t b 'd the understanding that the expense mcurre IS 0 e repal . 
I am, &c. 

(signed) J. H. Hay, 
Pro. Sec. 

No. 26. 

LETTER from Mr. J. H. Hay, for the Secretary o.f the Admiralty, to the 
Commodore Superintendent of WoolWICh Dockyard. 

Admiralty, 22 June 1852. 
(;ommodore Superintendent, Woolwich, 

COMlIlANDER InO"lefield having applied to my Lords for permission for any 
repairs or fitting~ that may be required to the" Isabel" screw schooner, to 
be made good at Woolwich Dockyard, my Lords have been pleased to 
consent to the request, on the understanding that the expense thereof be 
repaid. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) J. H. Hay, 

Pro. Sec. 

No. 27. 

LETTER from Commander Inglefield to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Screw Discovery Vessel, " Isabel," off the Nore, 
Sir, 5 July 1852. 

HAVING left Greenhithe in tow of the "Lightning," I cannot take my. 
departure without once more expressing my sincere gratitude to my Lords 
Commissioners ot" the Admiralty, for the invaluable assistance I have received 
at Her Majesty's Dockyard at Woolwich; and I feel, moreover, that it would 
be unbecoming of me to leave on the adventurous voyage I am commencing, 
without giving their Lordships a short outline of my intended route. 

I hope to reach the northern extremity of Baffin Bay, touching only at 
Holsteinburg, without any further check than such as I may find in crossing 
Melville Bay; but should I be disappointed in obtaining a sufficiently high 
latitude this season to examine Smith's and Jones's Sound, I shall then cross (if 
practicable) to the west coast of Baffin Bay, and commence an examinatioD 
southward along that shore; I shall endeayour to return before the winter sets 
in, to England; but should I fail in this, will hope to communicate with Sir 
Edward Belcher across the land from Jones's Sound. 

I ha~e oilc.e more to request you will offer their Lordships my sincere tbanks 
for theIr assIst~nce, and ~xpress my earnest hope that, as by their Lordship's 
letter to me, I mfer that It was only on account of there beinu no available 
vessel th~t they ref~sed ~Iy requ~st to be towed beyond Peterhead, I may still 
t~ust the11' lordshIps wIll permIt the "Lightniug" to take me some small 
~hstance to the westward, as to such an incalculably valuable aid I may thus 
Impute. the .whole success of ~y undertaking, for the lateness of the season 
otherWIse mIght prevent my domg more this year than entering the ice. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. A. Inglfjield, 
Commander. 
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No. 28. 

LETTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Commander Inglefield. 

Sir, Admiralty, 7 July 1852. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 5th instant, requesting that Her Majesty's 

steam vessel "Lightning" may be ordered to tow the "Isabel" beyond 
PeterIJead, I am to acquaint you that they cannot comply with your request. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) A. Stafford. 

Xo.29. 

LETTER from Commander Inglefield to the S("cretary of the Admiralty. 

Screw Discovery Vessel " Isabel," 12 August 1852, 
Sir, Godhaven, Disco, Greenland. 

THE assistance I have received in so many ways from the Board of Admiralty, 
in equipping my little vessel for her Arctic voyage, induces me to suppose their 
Lordships will be pleased to learn I have so far advanced on my voyage, and 
that the squadron under Sir Ed ward Belcher passed this port on the 12th of 
June, having left it on the loth, and finding the Waigatt Passage blocked with 
ice, returned southward to take the open bay. 

I shall sail in a few hours, having only put into Godhaven to make good some 
losses sustained in a gale off Farewell. 

I am now (from the favonrable appearance of the season, and the opinion of 
those here, as to the state of the ice northward), determined upon proceeding 
direct to Smith's Sound. 

No ships haviug been seen returning southward from Melville Bay, it is pre
sUllH.:d that they !Jan; been succes::;ful in making an early north IHssage. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) E. A. IlIgiqieLd, 

Commander, R. N. 

No. 30. 

LETTER from Commander Inglefield to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Screw Discovery Vessel .• Isabel," 
off Capc Adair, 'West Coast of Baffin's Bay, 

Sir, 15 September 185::!. 
HAVING since my last communication to you completed that part of my 

voyage in which I undertook the examination of the northern extremity of 
Baffin's Bay in search of the missing vessels under the command of Sir John 
J<'ranklin, and presuming upou the interest which my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty have taken in the exploration of those and the adjacent shores, I take 
advantage of a vessel bound to England, to acquaint their Lordships of my 
discoveries in these high latitudes, and herewith enclose a tracing from my track 
chart, which I beg you will state to their Lordships, !onst not be considered at 
present more than an eye sketch, though the necessary data for a perfect outline 
IS obtained, and in progress of formation, into \Y hat I doubt not will prove a 
correct outline. 

2. From Disco Island, where I last addressed myself to you, I proceeded to 
Upernavik, there to obtain an interpreter, and purchase dogs; the former could 
not be procured, the latter was readily supplied me . 

. 3. From Upernavik I proceeded northward, crossing Melville Bay ~ith little 
dIfficulty.; at Cape York I passed through a great quantity of loose Ice, com
posed of large bt':rgs and floe pieces; the weather however was sufficiently easy 
to admit of my steaming through, and on the morning?f ~he 2~d. of Augu.st I 
reached the great glacier of "Petowak." Becalmed off thIS gIgantIc Ice forma.flOn, 
1Vhich extends for upwards of four miles inland and .a mile to .seaward, WIth a 

."smooth unbroken ~loping surface, I got so closely Ill, that VOIces were heard 
~8hollting from the beach, and soon natives were descried coming down the face 

'" E 2 of ' .. 
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of the glacier and two small ravines adjoining. On p~oceedi?g to the shore, with, 
some difficulty in getting through the young bay Ice, ,!hIch had ~ommen~~ 
rapidly to form, I reached a sandy cove,. where after a httle delay lD calmmg 
the apprehensions of the EsquiDlaux bY

h 
signs. ~nd aff~wOpresenkts:, I edn?feavo~rebld 

t btain from them information as to t e pOSitIOn 0 mena , an ] POSSI e 
a
O 
;ilot. A woman who appeared more intelligent than ~h.e rest of the party, 

drew upon the saud an outline of the coast and the pOSitIOn of the settlement 
known now as the reputed scene of the murder of Franklin and hi~ people, by 
the statement of Adam Beck. These people seemed the very oppos~te ~~treme 
of those seen last year at Cape York; t~ey are robust, s~rong, he~lthy lDdlv]duals, 
and well supplied with children; they Impressed me wIth a notIOn that they had 
not before seen Europeans; their immoderate laughter when I had assured them 
of our good intent, and surprise at our clothing, boats, &c., led me to this con
viction. 

4. Sailing northward, I reached Cape Atholl on t~e morning of the 23d,. a~d 
. falling calm, I took advantage of that day to steam fight round the Bay, w]thm 
pistcl-shot of the shore. . 

5. The settlement. of Omenak, which I readily found in a deep bight on the 
north side of Wolstenholme Sound, was deserted, but evidently only for the 
season, as the store of blubber, winter clothing and flesh which I discovered in 
my search for traces of the missing vessels, I think, proved. Every great hut 
and storehouse was closely overhauled, and a large heap of heavy stones, 
apparently witllout any use, was pulltd down, and a foot deep dug into the 
frozen earth; the pile consisted of bones of seals, walrus, whale, hirds and fish, but 
no trace of anything European could be discovered. I may add that I was induced 
to examine this cairn from the statement of Mr. Abernethy, my chief mate, who 
was in the same vessel with Adam Beck when he related that the bones of the 
murdered crew were concealed in a cairn of this description; no traces 
discovered; and some observation made to fix more correctly the position 
of \\' olstenholme and Saunders Island with that of two others before un
noticed, and three incorrectly laid down, off the entrance of Granville Bay:; 
I proceeded against a heavy gale from the N. W. (which brought vast quantities 
of ice to the southward) towards Cape Parry; and on the afternoon of the 25th, 
after hadng been blown back three times, we entered Whale Sound. 

6. Twenty-five miles inside this opening in the coast, a settlement of natives 
was observed and visited; I remarked the same fear at our approach, bllt like 
means adopted as previously, soon allayed their apprehensions. A mile from the 
spot where I landed, we found the summer habitations of these people, who were 
as strong, healthy and vigorous as any I have seen on the coast; an ample store 
of blubber and flesh, laid by in their winter under-ground hovels proved that 
want was, for this season at least, unknown to them. ' 

7. Neither here nor at Petowak were Kyaks seen but numerous dogs a.nd 
sledges, somewhat different in form to those observed 'southward, 

8: A knife which I obtained, with" B. Wilson, cast steel," on the blade, and 
havmg Leen apparently a ~ble knife, flut mounted in a rude ivory handle, made 
from the tooth of a sea nIllcorn, an axe without mark a tin canister and several 
pie~es of steel curiously converted into a knife, witI; some rope, ~ere the only 
artIcles I observed of Europe~n man.ufacture, but I did not attach much import
ance to them, as the nomadIC habIts of the natives on this coast may easily 
account for the ma?ner in which they may have been acquired. 

9. Befo,re return~ng to the boat, I ascended an eminence of nearly 1,000 feet. 
and from ?ts summa beheld t~at the no~th side of the Sound was composed of a 
group o~ Islands, some of conSIderable dlmensions. 

A rapId sketch ~ad~ on the spot will convey some notion of the appearance 
of the Sound at thIS pOInt. 

10. On returning tl) my vessel at 12 P M who h I ~ d t d' ta 
from where I left h (" h ..., IC oun a some IS nce 
rock in the middle ef t~wl:·ghto) I er havlDg struck heavily twice on a sunken 

• 0 e. Ig t, steered away on a course to pass out on the 
north SIde of the largest Island and between th t d II h 
two islands, I have presumed tdgive the names ;h~nGa sma

h 
erF~meL; todt ese

d S'r Th m . H b rt th 0 ]8 race t e Irst or, an 
J 0 a~ er e; e next was called 'l'yrconnel Island. 
11. In the settlement one mile and a half aste I h' d 

b . t II ' m, was mue surprise to 
o sene wo sma openmgs (so marked at least th h ) be • inl ts' h on e c arts to extensive 

e openmg away to t e northward and DOl·th ~tward; the sky beautifully 

illumined 
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-illumined by the rising sun, would readily have defined the land, though as far Proceedings of 
as the eye could reach, an unbroken horizon met the gaze, and no siO'n of ice or Commander 
obstruction into an open strait or inland sea could be detected. 0 Inglefield, R. N. 

These two inlets I named after Sir Roderick Murchison and Sir Francis 
Beautort. 

12. Nothing but the ~ense of my duty to Lady Franklin prevented my searching 
the course of .these fall' straits, through which, owing to a calm that occurred 
at 4 A. M., I estImated the current to be setting eastward 3! miles an hour. 

13. ~o t.races having been met with of the missing expedition, I felt that 
Franklm was no longer to be sought for here, and thus I determined to take 
advantage of the evidently open state of tile ice, and dash boldly at once to the 
northward, in the direction of Smith's Sound. 

14. Cape Alexander I reached at midnight of the 26th, 1'0undinO' it under 
sail and steam, within half musket shot of the shore, having a depth of 145 
fathoms, sand and small broken shells. 

We narrowly escaped falling on board of a large iceberg, owing' to the wind 
heading ns round the point. Nothing resembling a cairn could be detected, on 
either this headland or a curiously shaped island on the south side of it, for 
though midnight, it was as light as day, and the sun was just gilding the 
northern sky behind the extreme north point, which in honour to his Royal 
Highness's birthuay, I named Cape Albert. . 

We had no sooner fairly opened the Sound, than I involuntarily exclaimed, 
this must lead into the great Polynia of the H.msians; and as the eye strained 
forward into the clear expanse of apparently open water, which now occupied 
from 7 to 8 points of the compass due north of our position, I could not but 
admit to my own mind that a great sea was beyond. 

15. The strait marked so narrow on our charts (by measurement on the 
morrow) I found to be about 36 miles across, and now I pushed eagerly on to 
a further view of this noLle inlet. 

16. The natural snow-clad aspect of the bleak cliffs that surrollnd the head of 
the bay, seemed changed Ly the presence of a more geuial clime, the side of 
Cape Alexander itself being streaked with bright green grasses and moss, and 
the neighbouring hill~ to the northward were black instead of snow-capped, 
evidently too of secondary formation. 

17. The west coast of this new sea which I had now entered, trcnded away to 
the N. W., as the coast grew still more to the eastward, and a lligh range of 
mountains, which I nameu the Prince of Wales's range, terminated the western 
shore in a bluff, which I called Victoria Head. 

18. Here the outline of coast ceased; for though I reached on noon of the 
27th, latitude 780 ; 28th, nothing but loose ice could Le espied from aloft beyond 
the two Capes, Frederick VII. and Victoria. 

19. A few icebergs and loose ice setting with ourselves to the northward, at 
the rate of about three miles an hour (a current which I detected, during the 
whole of ollr run up the coast from Wolstenholme Sound, anu which seemed to 
separate itself by an eddy into the Beaufort and Murchison inlets), together with 
a fast land-floe, extending about 12 miles from the western shore enclosi ng Cape 
Isabella, were all the obstructions which presented themselves to Ollr onward 
course into this great Polar Sea; and had not circumstances over which I could 
have no cvntrol, and which I may perhaps term providential, defied my further 
progress, I should have been allured by the prospect before me to penetrate 
yet further north. 

20. Having satisfactoriiy obtained the latitude at noon, which I calle? my 
officers to witness, and by sights for my chronometers at 9, a tolerable longItude, 
my attention was turned towards effecting a landing, the better to observe the 
variation and dip, whilst a cairn was erecting to mark our visit, and note !hat 
the British Flag was the first to be carried into this unknown se~. By the ~Ime 
the people had dined, a still further aJvance had been made, aSSIsted materIally 
by the northerly set, but the breeze had now freshened to a strong gale, a?d 
going against the current, had set up a sea that constrained my officers to adVIse 
me against attempting to land in the light short boat we p~ssessed. 

They declared in their opinion it would be risking the lIves of the people, and 
anxiOllS as I was to put foot on these newly-found shores, I felt bound to accept 
their advice, and now, whilst seeking this landing place in a bay to leeward of .an 
island I named after my friend Lord HathertvD, a gale had commenced wlth 

~~. E 3 such 
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such fllry that we were fairly blown out of the strait; and ere six hours elapsed 
we wen:hovc to in a tempc;t of wind and snow (I\'hich lasted 36 hours) under a 
close-reefed fore top~ail.. ., 

21. On the morning of the 29th It moderatrd, and 1ll. trylll~ to hug the west 
shore, with t.lle view of exploriJl~' ih eoa>;t>;, we \\'ere dnfted .Into the lee pa.ck, 
which o'irt tIle western side uf the head of Baffin Bay, extendmg about 20 miles 

o 
to leeward. 

The slight breeze and hea\'y s,,'ells ~hich had .set us on, soon place.d the ship 
in a most dangerous position; a leak III our boiler had put. the engme for the 
time "lwl's de combat," and I began to contemplate that In a few hours we 
shollld hl' firmly fixed in this extensi"e pack.. . 

Oll~ervillg the rudder splintering, from the cruslllng pressure of the Ice, 
I ordered the boiler to be hastih' secured and the steam got up, as our last 
resource and by God's llll'rc\" after several hours of anxiety and hard labour on 
the part 'of all ~n board, we· were extricated from our difficulties, and steamed 
out to seaward. 

22. I determined now upon following down the west coast as near as I could, 
to Colony Islaud, and thcn pa~sing through Glacier Strait to proceed up Jones's 
Sound. 

This I acculIlplished, passing up into the Sound on the 31st of August, and 
heating againo,t a fresh westerly brt'f'Zl', as.;.istcd by a. strong set, r~ach~d long. 
84°, frolll whcnce the c()a~t sudden1\' tllrned away 111 a N. W. directIOn, the 
south shol'c trending rather northerly; but as far as the eye could scan in the 
west horizon, no land could be discovered though great masses of ice were 
driving: rapidly down. 

:.!3. Nu traCl".~ of our missing countrymen could be espied, and the evening 
of the ht of ~('ptl'lllber setting in with thick fog', accompanied by a stiff gale 
from the westward, and snow drift, the inhospitable appearance, which seemed 
to ue(y the foot of man, and to prove the impossibility of finding shelter for a 
winter scason, these combined to warn me that prudence dictated our return, and 
indeed, as no examination could be made in such thick weather as now set in, 
the object of my visit would he defeated if I ran blindly on as far as the ice 
now seen to windward would admit, I therefore ran over to the south shore and 
towards the eastward, examining as closely as I could each point and bend in 
the coast, but no cairns, no mark could be observed. 

2-!, Several additions and alterations in the chart were made, and passing 
through the Lady Anne Strait, by midnight I was abreast of Cape Parker. Here 
we were suddt'l1ly beset by Roe pieces ull,,·ard . .; of:.'.O feet in thickness, and by 
them hemmed in on every side, within a mile of the shore. 

1\ brel'~e fr.om the N. W. would have sealed our fate in all probability for 
a WInter In tIllS pack, or wreck 011 Cape Parker, but aided by the powerful arm 
of steam, we succeeded with much labour in boring out, and by noon of the 2d 
had secured a good offiug amongst" brash ice" driftino- off Cape Horsburg. 

')' I I d b f" b ~;). now reso ve, e ore entenng upon my search down the western coa"t 
of Baffin Bay and. ~abraJor, to take advantage of the still open appearance 
of the season to VISit Uel'ehl'Y Island and obtainino' for the information of their 
L?rd~hips, the D?ost recent, a~counts ~f Sir Edwarl'Selcher's expedition, supply 
him In return WIth the maIl I had brollO'ht from EnO'land (our latest dates only 
eight weeks old), and above all, an outline of my d~coveries and a tracinO' from 
my track ch.art, which, as his order;; had reference to a part of the coastI had 
explored, mIght prove of some use to him. 
" ~6. Light ,~ldyt'J'se winds pr~vented my reaching Her Majesty's depot ship 
~~rth Star before the ~or.mng of the 7th September, when I entered Erebus 

and ~ ferror Bay, ar:d findlDg It well open anchored for a few hours . 
. 2,. From Ca~;am. Pullen I o~tained I?uch information relative to the expedi
t~on, but as the P~Ince Albert had sailed only a fortnight previously, he had 
little else t~an dUI?li.cates of the despatches forwarded by her to charge me with, 
~nd as notlJlng offiCIal can be communicated by me that will not have appeared 
m those desp~tches, I will not intrude farther upon their Lordships' attention 
than to acquaillt them that I am now \iO'oronsly prosecutinU' the search down 
the west shore of Baffin's Bay t h' °h 'bl 0 • • . ht fi . .' OUC IDg W en practlCa e, and erectmg caIrns, at 
DIg rlDg guns and throwlDg up rockets. 
l. 28. I shall bope, ,under Provi~e~ce, to reach England without incurring the 
4Jeavy expense to m) self of remammcr out for the winter . o. 

29. Wit4 
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29. With this view I return the despatches from Captain Pullen, but as I can- Proceeding§ of 
not foresee what may befal the ship in the course of our explorations on the Commander 
daugero~s ~oast of L~brador, .1 deem it my duty to seize this opportunity of Inglefidd, R. N. 

commuDlcatmg to their Lordships the result of my labours, and I trust the exer- --
tions I hav.e . ~ade will ~eet their approval, and set at rest the pu hlic mind as 
to the pOSSIbilIty of findmg traces of the missing- squadron on the shores I have 
visited. 

About half only of my fuel is expended, owing to the strictest economy, and 
thus 1 trust to making careful examinations to the southward. 

30. October :2:2. -Thus far I had prepared my lettel', in the expectation of 
falling in with whalers oft· Home Bay; bllt upon reaching the Hecla and 
Griper Bank, my progress was arrested by a vast body of iee, which appearing 
to be toggled on to the shore by a line of icebergs grollnded on the shoals, 
stretched far away t:> seaward, and cal'l'ied me into long. 61 ~o, ere I could 
get away south. Two days and a night in the pack at last enabled me to get. 
through. 

31. On the 22d, we had run 120 miles to the southward; but the morning 
Qf the 23d was ushered in with the most tremendou::i gale (from the S.E.) I 
ever witnessed; for six days wc lay to Ulldel' a storm sail, occasionally sighting 
the land, or vast bergs driving- rapidly [Jast us, through the mist and spray. Our 
water being now nearly expended (havillg purposed to refit and water in the 
Clyde), and being now upon the allowance of a pint per man, aud the ship, 
moreover, much disabled, I was compelled (011 t he weather moderating) to 
take the first harbour; accordingly, I rall iuto dle " Rande Islands "' on the 2d of 
October for that purpose. 

32. On the 7th we sailed, to encounter anotlwr gale from the S.\V., which 
lasted till the loth, and then only moderatillg: to freshen iuto a still more 
violent one from the N. E. 

33. Before this, we scud for two days, making over to the west shore, in the 
hopes of gaining Northumberland Inlet, where I illtended to winter, and possibly 
complete the search from where I had left it, by means of my dog-sledges. 

The tremendous following sea breakillg high 0\,(']' the stel'll of Oul' little vessel, 
and occasionally deluging the decks, obliged us to keep certain sail on the ship, 
and we had now scud too long to heave to; at this juncture, rUllning past the 
point I wished to make, my ice-masters came to me with their advice, that I 
should make no farther attempt to reach the coast at this advanced period of 
the season, and with sneh boisterons weather. 

Mr. Manson, who has been employed many years ill the whaling trade, 
assured me, that the dangers of this coa"t could only be safely approached in 
moderate weather, and strongly urged my relinquishing the attempt. 

34. Having waited two days after this advice, in the hope that the weather 
might moderate, I decided upon returning to England, and am now on my 
homeward voyage, having remained within the Arctic Circle exactly two 
months later than the expedition of last year; aJ~d (having reached it three 
months later) have, nevertheless, accomplished (independent of sailing) 1,473f 
miles (under steam), bringing home with me still 66 tons of fuel. 

35. I cannot speak too highly of the advantages of the high-pressure engine, 
which working at 40 lb. on the square inch, has given ample opportunities of 
testing its utility; no difference in temperature affecting its working, though 
consumino patent fuel, with which the upper deck had been paved and 
exposed t~ the weather, salt-water and trampling on for two months previolls to 
its llse. 

36. My laro-e chart being now finished with the track round Baffin Bay, 
and the disc~~eries I have made, comprising 600 miles of new coast line 
correctly laid down, I do not now enclose the eye sketch before alluded to; 
Lut shall take the earliest opportunity of waiting on their Lordships with the 
same, and numerous sketches of the unknown coasts I have explored. 

Apologizing for thus intruding at such length upon the time of my Lords 
Commissioners, 

I have, &c. 
(signed) E. A. Inglefield, 

Commander, R. N. 

E4 No. 31. 
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1'0. 31. 

CHART (auuexed) "llOwiu!!: the Di~c()n'ries of Commander IlIgltjield, 1852. 

Xo. :l:!. 

LEITER frum the PJ'(·~idl'nt amI Vice-President of the HopI Ueographical Society 
to his Grace the Duke of Northumberland. 

Royal Geographical Society, 
"Jv Lord Duke, U December ll-:;"}2. 

Co:\sl'lon of the value· which geographer,; and the public have attributed to 
the recent Arctic r('~("arches of Commander Inglefield, R. N., we venture to 
,,"bmit to your Grace a notice of those servicc,;, which may, w(' trust, move the 
Lords COJll;lli""iull(,l"S of the Admiralty to promote that di~tinguished officer. 

The new official chart of the Polar Regions shows how many errors of former 
delineation of til(' headland:" gult~, and inlands of Baffin's Bay have been corrected 
hy him, and hmy he ha~ obtained entirely new data respecting Smith's Sound, 
,\:hich (l'() far to ~ettle tIll' belief, that Franklin must have ta.ken the route of 
'" ellingtoll Channel. 

Acquail11l'd as we \1 e\"(' with the WI'\' untoward circumstances under which 
Commander Inglefield \"oluntel'red tu take the command of the small private 
Yl's,.;d the" Isahel," and seeing the energy with which, in overcoming all ditficul
tie~, Ij(~ carried out the ,rishes of Lady Franklin, and the subscribers to the 
(·xpedition, Wt· might ,n·ll admire results which, in the words of the first or 
living: authoriti(·s on sucil a ,.;ul'j(·d, :-;ir Edward Parry, "have placed Commander 
IlJg:iehl'ld among the 1110,;t di~til1g:uished of our Arctic navigators." 

Addr('s~jl1,!2,' Y(tur Grace and the Board, in our capacity as members of the Royal 
Geographil';ll :-;ol'idy, We cOllsider oursdn's precluded from fortifying our applica
tion by allY I'd('J"('llCC 10 the ';('I'vit'c"; of Commander Inglefield in the ordinary 
dutil'~ of IIi" profe,,;"iowd carel'r, hut we may state that the ~election of him for 
the command of an exploring expedition w<~s indeed founded on our knowledge 
of tIJe character of tho:'t, previous sen-ices. 

\\' l' COIlfil1!~ ourselves, llOwt'wl', to the fact, that l'xpertations founded on that 
knowledge lJaYC been more than ff'alized by tIJI' zeal and ability which he has 
di~playwl, and by the value to science of the results he has obtained. 

It is special~y, the~'efore, as geographers, that we address your Grace and the 
Board of Adnuralty, III the hope that as the recent explorations of Commander 
Inglefield h~ve been \"e1'): g'('Jll'rally approved, you will reward an officer who has 
employed IllS best l'lll'rg'll'~, and expended much of his own pecuniary mean~ in 
so noble a cau:-;e. 

"'e have, &c. 
(signed) Ro£le1'ick JVul'chisOJl, Prl""icil'lIt, It. G. s. 

Egertoll Ellesmere, Vice.Pn·"idellt, R. G. S. 

~(). 33. 

REPORT on COIDlUauuer blglefield'" .\rctic Y oyage. 

'. Admiralt,", 17 December 1852. 
SHARING m the umversal feeli~~ about the fate of Franklin's party, Commander 

~nglefield eagerly accepted the gIft of the "Isabel," of 149 tons, in order to join 
III the search for them. Mar~ellously soon equipped, he steered for Davis' Strait; 
~usl~ed forward throu~h the lee; passed by the tempting opening of Murchison 
~tralt, and succeeded lD. penetrating into the heart of Smith's Sound, which, as 
well ~ the former opemng, he has proved to lead into the Polar Basin. 

Thls ,m~y well !)e called a valuable disc?very, for.Baffin merely saw a break in 
the coast, and Ro!>s and Parry could only Just perceIve the looming of the moun-

tains 
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tains at the distance of 90 miles. Murchison Strait was likewise another important P d' 
h· I d' r. Wh I ·S d . h h' h' . rocee lOgs of geograp lca Iscovery, lor a e oun ,WIt W lC It IS connected, was supposed Commander 

to be only a deep fiord, whereas it now appears to be a wide passage, and to be Inglefield, R. N. 

the limits of the continent of Greenland. 
In the third place, the ice having prevented Captain Austin from entering Jones's 

Sound, but which seemed to him to be only a deep bay, now turns out to be another 
channel to the northward, through the great cluster of Parry Islands. 

'Vith respect to Commander Inglefield's chart, which shows the configurations 
of both shores 140 miles further north than had been effected by any former 
navigator, when we consider the size of his vessel, and the constant demands 
upon his time, as he seldom quitted the deck, day or night, we may well be sur
prised at the accuracy of its details, and the correctness with which it is borne ont 
by his journal and observation books; all of which have been submitted for 
examination to this office. 

A change of weather having forced him to retire from Baffin's Bay, and 
undaunted by the approach of winter, though unfurnished with the means of 
passing it in an Arctic climate, he had the generous boldness to run up Barrow'" 
Strait, in order to offer his surplus of provisions to Sir Edward Belcher's ships, 
and to bring home intelligence of their then state to Government and to their 
numerous friends. 

All this has been performed in four months, and all accomplished without the 
drawback of a. single accident; every obstacle having been overcome by his per
severing energy, and every vain temptation rcsisted by his singleness of purpose, 
altogether forming, in my estimation, one of the most extraordinary voyages on 
record. 

(signed) F. Beaufort. 

No. 34. 

LETTER. from the ~ecretary of the Admiralty to Commander Inglefield. 

Sir, Admiralty, 20 December IS;):!. 
WITH reference to your lettcr of 15th September last, off Cape Adair, reportilI!.:: 

your proceedings in the schooner "Isabel," in pursuit of further traces of Sir 
John Franklin, and of your return to communicate with the station at Beechey 
Island, I am commanded to acquaint you, that my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty approve of the spirit which prompted you in making that visit, and 
their Lordships having this day had before them the observations of the hydro
grapher, on the discoveries yun made in your voyage, my Lords acknowledg-(' 
with satisfaction the enterprize and energy you have displayed ill your late 
research, and although your endeavours to discover trat:cs of' the missing expedi
tion have not been rewarded with success, my Lords consider that they do credit 
to yourself, and that your voyage is not without importance in its geographical 
results. 

(signed) TV. A. B. Hamiltou_ 

No. 35. 

LETTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to the President of the 
Royal Geographical Society. 

Sir, Admiralty, 24 December 1852. 
HAVING laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the lettel' * ~. Sec No. 3~. 

addressed by yourself and the Vice-president of the Royal Geographical Society 
to his Grace the Duke of Northumberland, recommending Commander Inglefield 
fo~ reward for his services. in ~he Arctic Seas, I a~n commanded oy their Lord- ..see No 
ships to send you ~ cop.~ of thea' letter.o! approoatl?n, addressed t? Commander ~('//Jb~~:'._ 
Inglefield, and whICh WIll show the opllllon entertaUled of that ufficer. ~-.!i:,:. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) W. A . .8. Hamilton. 

F PR.OCEEDINGS 
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PROCEEDI :'II"GS of Captain Thomas Moore, commanding Her Majesty'li 
Ship" Plover," in the Vicinity of Behring's Straits, during the Winter 

of 1851-52. 

No. 36. 

LETTER from Captain Moore to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Brig" Plover," 
S· Port Clarence, 1 July 1852. ]f, 

1. I HAVE the honour to report to you, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, the proceedings of Her Majesty's ship under 
In\' command since the departure of Her Majesty's ship "Dredalus" for the 
so'uthward on the 1st of October 1851. 

2. Nine day!; after her sailing f~om Port Clarence, the .youn~ ice bega.n t.o 
form in GrantIey Harbour, but owmg to stro~g N .. W. wmds, It was not untIl 
the 21st, that the ship was permanently frozen m, WIth her head to the north; 
whereupon the water was completed, a considerable quantity of wood stacked, 
ship dismantled, anchors stowed, and cables unbent, all of which being com
pleted by the 31st, I housed in for the winter. 

3. Similar amusements and pastimes, for the recreation of the officers and 
crew, to those heretofore resorted to, were again called into requisition, with 
the addition of cricket, which were participated in by all during the most 
dreary part of the winter, with the exception of three men, who have been 
severely frost-bitten in the feet; John H. Lawson, A. B., whilst employed with 
several others in the early part of the winter procuring game, having lost the 
greater part of all the toes on the left foot, which renders him unfit for further 
Polar service; John Berry, A. B., and Thomas Brooker, pte Royal Marines, 
3d class, whilst sleeping on the snow in a temperature of 19° Fahrenheit, on a 
journey to a village about 50 miles up the River E-mow-rook, the former having 
lost a portion of his left great toe, and the latter the soles of his feet severely 
bitten, whereby their services were lost for several months. 

4. On the 4th of November, Port Clarence being completely frozen over, and 
the rivers also finally closed, I engaged a native guide to accompany travelling 
parties, which I found would be obliged to proceed to a much greater diatance 
to obtain supplies than formerly, the neighbouring natives not only appearing 
to be indisposed to harter, but the reindeer having, to all appearance, shifted 
feeding-grounds. 

5. Early in December, a native from the sea-coast came to the ship afflicted 
with acute rheumatism, requesting medical assistance, which was of course 
granted llim, and he was placed under the care of Mr. Thomas B. Forster, 
Assistant-surgeon, in whose skilful hands a recovery was effected by the begin
ning of J anllary. This was the second patient brouO'ht for treatment this winter. 
The other, a case of consumption in a girl of about 0 10 years of age, was, unfor
tunately, too far advanced before she came; consequently all human efforts to 
~aVf~ her life proved unavailing, and she died in about three weeks. 

6. During the month ~f January many natives, as usual, visited the ship 
from all quarters, but n~t III sll;h large .numbers as formerly. Great difficulty 
liaS therefore been expenenced III procurmg ;. fur clothing" for the people the 
want of which essential being greatly felt, as has been fully proved by th~ fre
quency and seve.rity of the frost-bites which have occurred. The temperature 
on the 4th of thiS month f~ll to 40· Fahrenheit, the lowest for the winter. 

7. One gre~t inconvenience under which I suffered the two previous winters, 
and more particularly the end of the past year, viz. the scarcity of dogs' food, 
was. fortunately removed about th~ month of March, large quantities of seals 
JI<1Vlllg been captured by th~ EsqUlmaux on t~e sea-coast, who readily bartered 
then~ for tobacco. By thiS means a conslderable quantity of oil has been 
obtamed . 

. 8: February having arrived, and the supplies hitherto procured being very 
limited, I gladly took advantage of an offer from a friendly native to join him 

in 
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in erec~ing a nUlI~ber of snares, and a tent ?n an adjacent hill, for tlle purpose Proceedings of 
o~ ~untmg the re~ndeer, la:ge herds of whICh had taken up a position in tne C:lptain Thomas 
vI~mity of the Sh.Ip early III .the new year .. By this means we procured 20 Moore. 
ammals by ~he mIddle of AprIl, when the rem deer having deserted the hills, 
a.nd the. I1:atIves, who were a most valuable af'lsistance to us, evincing a disposi-
tIOn tl) Jom a number of others whu had collected at the heads of the harbour, 
where they were catching fish, the hunting party returned on board. 

9. The beginning of March saw us busily emploved fittincr out, and the wea
ther continuing comparatively moderate, everything was co~pleted before the 
housing ~vas tak~n ofr on the 14th of April, a period hailed with delight by 
all, the bme havmg now passed when symptoms of scurvy were likely to make 
their appearance, without the occurrence of a single case. 

10. I take this favourable opportunity of informing their Lordships I am fully 
satisfied that not only the total absence of scurvy during the past winter, but 
the present healthy state of the crew, is attributable only to the very liberal and 
judicious supply of anti-scorbutics received from Her Majesty's ship" Dredalus," 
last autumn, and the fresh potatoes purchased at that time. The latter proved 
good so long as they remained in a frozen state, which was the case until May, 
when those remaining thawed, and became unfit for use. 

11. These necessaries, together with the venison, I have on all occasions 
caused to be issued at times and in such quantities as I thought most beneficial, 
without regard to the established allowance, together with the many opportuni
ties afforded for recreation, have preserved the health of all, their physical power" 
being slightly, if at all, impaired. 

12. Imagining that a good deal of the ship's copper must have been rubbed 
off during her long stay in these regions, I, on the loth of May, after taking 
everything weighty out of her, hove her down to tIle floe, about 25°, for the 
purpose of making good any that might be injured, bnt found it in a much better 
condition than I anticipated, 20 sheets repairing all the apparent injury sus
tained; nor could I find, after causing' a most careful examination of her hottom 
to be made whilst thus heeled over, that any part not then in sight had received 
any damage. 

13. On the 14th of June the ice moved slowly off the north, and packed on 
the southern shore, but the ship was surrounded with loose pieces until the 23d, 
when it finally left her, and I dropped down to the entrance of the harbour, 
where I remained until the arrival of Her Majesty's ship "Amphitrite," on 
the 30th. 

14. Although every possible inquiry has been made of the numerous natives 
who visited us during the past winter relative to the missing expedition, as well 
as Her Majesty's ships "Enterprise" and" In vestigator," I regret to report that 
nothing has been seen or heard of them, except that they say the " Enterprise" 
wintered at Point Barrow, which I much doubt. 

15. In conclusion, I beg to express to their Lordships how deeply gratified 
the officers and ship's company and myself feel with the high terms of approba
tion in which they have been pleased to speak of our service for the last four 
years and a half, and more particularly the marked manner in which they have 
thought fit to evince their due approbation of them by the promotion of myself 
and Mr. S. Lindsey, Clerk in Charge, together with the promised advancement 
of Mr. H. Martin, Second Master, when he shall have passed the necessary 
examination; and in thus closing my long service in the" Plover," I would 
beg to bring before their Lordships the name of Mr. Thomas BouchieI' (late 
acting Second Master), whose conduct during the three years he has served with 
me has been such as to merit my warmest approbation, and I venture to hope 
they will be pleased to take his case into their favourable consideration. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Thos. Moore, 

Captain. 

F 2 PROCEEDINGS 
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P f Commander Rochl'ort Maguire, commanding 
ROCEEDINGS 0 !:II. ..' ., . 

Her 

Majesty's Ship" Plover," in the Vlclmty of Behrmg s Stralts. 

- - --------------

No. 37. 

LEITER from Commander Maguire to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

S· San Francisco, 3 April 1852. 
Ir, . f h L d C .. I BEG leave to acquaint you, for the informatI~n 0 t e or ~ ommlsslon.ers 

of the Admiralty, that I arrived at this port (wIth. the other officers J?roceedmg 
to join Her Majesty's ship" Plover ") on the 1st mstant, .by the l!Dl~?d S~ate! 
mail-packet" Panama," and that pa~sages are taken for us m the Sh.Ip Emily, 
reported to leave this for the SandWIch Islands to-morrow, the 4th mstant. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Rochfort Maguire, 

Commander. 

No. 38. 

LETTER from Commander Maguire to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship "Plover," Port Clarence, 
Sir, 20 August 11:352. 

1. ,,: ITH reference to communicating with Her Majesty's brig" Plover," in 
the ensuin rr summer of 1853, I deem it necessary to lay my views on the subject 
before thei~ Lordships, as her remote position at Point Barrow renders the usual 
means, by a man-of-war from the Pacific squadron, less available than heretofore. 
The open season at Point Barrow is not longer than six weeks, commencing the 
first week in August, and ending about the 20th of September; and for a vessel 
of the "Plover's" sailing qualities, the navigation of this sea is attended with 
difficulty and risk; in addition to this her hull, from long service, is not in a fit 
state to be much exposed to the straining of a sea-way, or pressure from ice, both 
of which she will have to contend with. These considerations make it most 
desirable to have the assistance of steam, to ensure the efficient performance of 
keeping open a communication with Point Barrow. For this service, I beg to 
propose that a screw steam-vessel of a similar size to those used on the Eastern 
expeditions, be sent from England, properly fitted to contend with ice; her rig to 
be adapted as much as possible for sailing, and to be well supplied with light 
whale-boats, such as are used by the South Sea whalers; it would be useful 
to have a fire-place fitted for burning oil and blubber, as both are easily 
procured from the Esquimaux, and would assist her fuel considerably; she 
should be stowed with nothing but pemmican, preserved meats, vegetables, 
anti-scorbutics, &c., 'with sledge and travelling equipment, and the usual 
box cloth, fur and other clothing, supplied to ships on Arctic expeditions; 
these are the more necessary, as the" Plover," from her length of time from 
England (five years), is unprovided with them. Salt provisions and other of 
the usual consumption in the service could be completed in the Pacific; their 
absence would give great space on first leaving England, when ships gene
rally are most crowded. This vessel ought to leave England by the 1st of 
January 1853, or as soon afterwards as she can be got ready, and proceed by 
the most avai~a?le route through the Strait of Magellan to Callao, there to 
complete prOVISIOns, fuel, &c., and from thence to Honolulu, to fill up again with 
coal. From that place her departure should be before the 1atof June, if possible, 
and her course would be through ~he Aleutian .Islands by the Strait of Amoutka, 
on to Port Clarence, wh.ere there IS a depot WIth at least 30 tons of coal; from 
that supply s~-,e_ can .agall~ fill up her fu~l, and proceed off Cape Lisbnrne by the 
15th of July, _,,0 I~llies dIstant fro~l Pomt B~rrow, where I purpose despatching 
~n officer and b?at ~ crew as early III the sprmg of 1853 as possible, to look out 
!or any commuDlcahon from E~gland; this officer would act as pilot in conduct
mg the steam ve~sel round POInt Barrow, to the anchorage of the "Plover." 
The steam :;es~cl would n?w be in a p.osition to take ad vactage of the open 
~ater, and be enabled to saIl north (!eservmg the fuel for her return), in a direction 
hhly to have been taken by Captam Collinson's ships (a good idea of their route 

will 
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will be gained by the" Plover's" spring travelling parties;who by examining' the Proceedings of 
trend of the lands to the eastward, and the island reported by native account Commander 
three days' journey to thp. north-east, may form a very good opinion of the direction Rochfort Maguire. 

taken by the "Investigator" and "Enterprize"). In the event of falling in 
with land to the northward of the continent of America, provisions could be 
deposited, and information left to guide retreating parties to Point Barrow. At 
the expiration of three weeks or a month, according to the openness of the 
season, the steamer would have to return to winter quarters at Point Barrow, 
when the "Plover" could be despatched with whatever intelligence had been 
obtained, to Hong Kong, to be repaired; as her serviceable state for a continued 
service is very questionable. She has leaked considerably f'ince taking in two 
years' provisions for Point Barrow, rendering it necessary to work the pumps 
three times in 24 hours. This and other necessary repairs required after a 
lengthened service in the Arctic Seas, make it very desirable that she should 
undergo a more complete overhaul than circumstances will admit of here; when 
these are completed, she might be employed to communicate with the steam 
vessel in 1854, making it unnecessary to use any other ship for that service. 

2. In the event of steam not being brought into reC)lIisition, J would propose 
that whatever ship be sent to Behring's Straits in 1853, should reudezvous off 
Cape Lisburne on the 25th of July, where an officer and boat party from tile 
"Plover" will be in readiness on the N. E. face of that point, to receive and 
convey to her at Point Barrow the orders for the ensuing season. If the" Plover " 
is to come south, the boats will probably ~each her by the 1st of August, as 
early as she can expect to get. free from the Ice; when she can proceed with all 
despatch to complete her wants, which at that time will be nothing but fuel, 
pemmican, preserved meats, vegetables, &c., as she at present has as much salt 
provisions on board as she ought to consume in three years; the shortness of the 
open season, together with the state of the "Plover's" hull, ami inferior sailing 
qualities before alluded to, make the feasibility of this plan questionable. 

3. It would be for their Lordships to consider, in the event of not employing' 
steam, whether it would be preferable to leave the "PloH'r" 1lI1communicateo 
with in 1853, and trusting to her present resources, rather than subjef't her to a 
removal SOJlth from Point Barrow, to return again for anotlll'l' winter. The only 
absolute supply that she will require is about 10 tons of coal, and by rigid 
economy in that article, her present store might be spun out for two years. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) RoclifVl'l lIfaguire, 

Commander. 

No. 39. 

LE'ITER from Commander 1I1aguire to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Plover," 
Sir, Port Clarence, 20 August 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commis~ 
sioners of the Admiralty, that at the same time of' my joining Her Majesty's brig 
" Plover," a survey was held on the crew by the medical officers of' Her Majesty's 
ships" Amphitrite" and" Plover," by order of' Captain Frederick, senior officer, 
and the places of such men.as were either unfit or unwilling for further service in 
Arctic search, were filled up by volunteers from Her Majesty's ship" Amphitrite," 
selected of the best character, without consideration to the loss sustained by that 
vessel in losing a number of picked men. A careful survey was held also upon 
the hull, masts and yards by the officers of both ships, and were found to be ser
viceable. On the ad JUly, the "Plover" was moved out of the channel of 
Grantley Harbour into Port Clarence, and commenced taking in provisions. 

The artificers of the" Amphitrite" made good her defects at the same time, 
which included a thorough caulking outside. On Sunday, July nth, I acquainted 
Captain Frederick,· the senior officer present, that I was in every way ready to 
proceed in execution of their Lordships' instructions, which directed me, in the 
first instance, t.o place a reserve of provisions at Michaelowski, in. Norton Sou~d ; 
but this I considered anticipated by Commander Muore having left at that statIOn 
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last year a quantity of provisions sufficient for 40 ~en for .two months. This 
enabled me to proceed at once northward; when, havmg. receIved the approval of 
the senior officer for my sailing, I put to st"a on the ~lOr~llng o~ Monday, ~he 12th 
July, with a favourable wind, passing throug~ Behrmg: s StraI~ at ml.dmght, by 
the eastward passage. Light and contrary ~vmds ~etamed us m gettmg !o the 
northward so that we did not make the Ice until the 16th, although It was 
30 miles f~rther south than I had known it in any former year, being in latitude 
690 30' N. Finding that it was not packed, we sailed through it for 30 miles to 
the northward, then hauled to the eastward, in latitude 70° 00', to endeavour to 
close the land. The ice becoming much thicker as we advanced, and the weather 
threatening a breeze from the westward, which would have brought it all down 
upon us, I hauled to the southward for six hours, until the weather appeared finer, 
when I steered a course, as direct as the ice would allow us, for Icy Cape, which 
we reached within 15 miles on the morning of the 19th July. The ship now 
being in a favourable position, though the weather was gloomy, with a fresh 
breeze at south, I thought it imprudent any longer to delay my projected boat 
journey to Point Barrow, and accordingly shoved off at 5 A. M., with two boats, 
a yawl and gig, manned with four officers and twelve men. About noon, the 
breeze freshened to a gale, and soon after veered to west, forcing me to take 
refuge in Wainwright Inlet; but on the evening of the 20th, I was again able to 
proceed, and, after calling at the Sea-horse Islands, arrived at Point Barrow on 
the' forenoon of the 23d, I remained there till the evening of the 25th, examining 
the anchorage discovered by Captain :\Ioure, and I found it in every way adapted 
for winter quarters. A plan laid down by Mr. Hull, Second Ma5ter, and for
warded to their Lordships' hydrographer, will sufficiently show the nature of the 
place selected, which is protected on every side except the S. E. The natives 
assured llS that from this quarter no danger was to be apprehended, and I was 
able to satisfy my own mind that they were correct, as the shore gives no sign 
of surf or pressure from ice, the ice itself being free from hummocks, smooth and 
regular, and though much decayed, full of holes, and detached from the beach, 
still kept its place, apparently unaffected by winds or currents, and seemed alone 
almost a sufficieut security of the safety of the spot for a ship to winter in. 

The natives at Point Barrow Wl'l'l~, contrary to my expectations, civil, tractable, 
and rather improved on acquaintance, as the dread of our hostile intentions sub
sided, though their thieving propensities up to the latest could hardly be 
exaggerat,ed, They ~CC:l11 .abundantly supplied with clothing amI food, which 
they rcadlly barter for tobacco. Their food is chiefly seal's flesh, walrus, and 
fish, and I uncll'r,;talHI them to procure reindeer from a neighbouring tribe to the 
eastward; I ~lave, therefore, no doubt they will be able to add, during the winter, 
to the supplIes already on board the "Plover." The drift-wood on the small 
islands near, us,, though not :"1) plentiful as in some other localities, such as Port 
Clarence, wlll still be a valuable addition to our stock of coals. The natives 
stated tl~at four (L~y:" l11?re would be the time required for the bay ice to disappear; 
but .f~ellllg satls~l"d, from my own examination of the place, I did not think it 
reqUIsite to remalll so long; lJl'.~i( ks, I wu.., anxious not to be an hour behind time 
on the 3?th, at,the appointed rendezvous off Icy Cape. ' 

Th~ wllld belllg favourable, I left Point Barrow on the night of the 25th; and, 
touchlllg at the Sea-horse Islands, and looking into Wainwright Inlet, I arrived 
at Icy Cape on the 29th . 

. Having kept an anxious but eager look out for the" Plover" until near mid
l1lgh~ on the 5th August, I felt that further delay at that place was useless, and 
that It ~ould be ,?~tter, while we had yet sufficient provisions remaining, to seek 
fo.: the Plover 10 the offing for one ?ay, and then proceed direct to Cape 
~I~burne.' where I had no doubt of meetlllg the" Amphitrite." Having buried 
mformat,lOn to that effect, and marked the spot, that it might be easily found, 
I ~ccordmg~y ~Pl'll~ somc hours at the rendezvous, 15 miles west of Icy Cape, 
WIthout seemg a saIl, and shaped a course for Cape Lisburne afternoon of the 6th 
wh:re I. arri "ed O~I the 9th; and early 011 the morning ~f the 12th, I had th; 
satlsfa~tlOn of ~ee1Og. my whole party safe on board the" Amphitrite." Captain 
Frede~ck rcmallled WIth the " Amphitrite" at the rendezvous off Cape Lisburlle 
expectlllg t? meet the .. P,lover ,. there, until the 16th, when, concluding that sh; 
~a.d g.>ne direct to ~ort Clarence. he bore up for that place, and 1 was enabled to 
jOlll her on the evenmg of the 18th. -

To account satisfactorily for the ,. Plover" not being at the appointed rendez

vous 
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vous off Icy Cape, to pick up the boat expedition, it would appear an opinion was Proceedings of 
too hastily formed that the boats had either foundered, or had been swamped in Com~andMer . 

. . tl h h ,1 h I f hI' h' C l' d h Rochlort ~ agUlre, endeavounng to gam Ie sore t e uay t ey e t t e sup; t IS lee mg rna e t e 
officer left in charge of the" Plover" leave his station without allowing sufficient 
time for ascertaining whether he had reached the proper one or not, from an 
anxiety to gain assistance in boats from Her Majesty's ship" Amphitrite," to 
search the coast for our crews, who were at the time waiting at the appointed 
place, and before the "Plover" had returned, were obliged, from shortness of 
provisions, to proceed onward, with the hope of getting on board Her Majesty's 
ship "Amphitrite," known to be waiting off Cape Lisburne. Although thus 
delayed, by a series of unfortunate errors, to a late period of the season, I have been 
enabled, with the assistance of Captain Frederick, to get on board all the remaining 
supplies, including water, and to put the" Plover ., in readiness for her immediate 
departure. 

Unless baffied beyond all expectation by adverse winds, I hope to be able to 
place her in winter quarters at Point Barrow in the beginning of September, for 
which destination I purpose sailing at 4 A. M. to-morrow. 

I forward herewith* my journal of the proceedings of the boat expedition to .~ See No. 40. 
and from Point Barrow. 

SPECIES. 

Bread - - -
Wine (sick) - -. 
Rum - - -
Beef - - -
Pork - - -
Pease - - -
Oatmeal- - -
Flour - - -
Suet - - -
Tea - - -
Cocoa - - -
Sugar - - -
Vinegar - - -
Preserved Meats -
Preserved Potato -
Pepper - - -
Mustard - -
Rice . - -
Tobacco - - -

Approved. 

82. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Rochfort Maguire, 

Commander Her Majesty's Ship" Plover." 

Her Majesty's Ship" Plover," Port Clarnce, 
20 August 1852. 

RETURN of PROVISIONS, &c., on board. 

QUANTITY. SPECIES. QUANTITY. 

- - 24,952 Soap - - - - - 1,676 

- - 10! Lime-juice - - - - 1,001 

- - 667 Pemmican - - - - 1,760 

- - 8,120 Preserved Vegetables - - 356 

- - 13,180 Preserved Soups - - - 450 

- - 621 Sourkrout - - - - 1;1103 

- - 250 Mixed Pickles - - - 250 

- - 4,110 Fresh Potatoes - - - 1,716 

- - 990 Fresh Pumpkins - - - 135 

- - 457 Fresh Onions - - - 79 

- - 1,941 Dried Apples - - - 499 

- - 4,178 Potatoes in Molasses - - 32u 

- - 108 Molasses - - - - 80 

- - 9,501 Essence of Spruce - - - 6 

- - 2,379 Chili Beans - - - - 1,598 

- - 74 Salt, Common - - - 240 

- - 160 Live Hogs - - - - 5 

- - 208 Porter - - - - - 795 

- - 1,823 Tobacco (condition for barter) - 572 

(signed) E. Ja90, Clerk in Charge. 

(signed) Rochfort Maguire, 
Commander H. M. S. " Plover." 

F4 No. 40. 
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No. 40. 

Journal of Proceedings of "Plover's" Boats o~ an Expedit.ion to and from 
Point Barrow, under Commander Roclifort Magwre, commencmg 19 July 1852 
and ending 12 August 1852. 

Monday, 19 July.--AT 5 A.M. I left. the" Plover" with two boats, a yawl 
and gig, accompanied by Mr. John Slmpson~ surgeon, Mr. Thomas A. Hall, 
second master of the ship, and Mr. Henry Ma~t~n, late second maste: (promoted~, 
who had volunteered to accompany the expedltlOn, and whose serVlCes, from IllS 

having previously visited Point Barrow, were very acceptable. 
The wind on leaving the ship was from the southward, and although the 

weather at the time assumed a threatening appearance, yet I ma~e -?,O doubt of 
Ollr reachinCT shelter in shore without incurring any danger. In thls Idea I was, 
however ~uch mistaken as the wind and sea increased upon us rapidly, until " . we found ourselves scudding before a gale, ,,?th a high. sea runmng:; to guard 
against accident we kept close together, the glg astern. She was the hghter boat, 
and at that time shipped less water than the yawl, as the latter was deep from 
having the principal part of the provisions on board. At 9 A. M. we had a lull, 
just previous to which, from having more sea on than usual, I concluded that we 
were crossin CT the ec]f)'(' of the shoals off Icy Cape, and had got over the worst 
part of our llassage. b Our respite was, however, of short duration, as the wind 
and sea again increased, making it very dangerous for tl~e open boats; the weat~er 
during' the day was a succession of heavy squalls, wlth sleet and snow, whlCh 
without land in sight made our circumstances very uncheering. We now hauled 
in nearly east, with the wind still at south, to make the land as speedily as pos
sible, and at 3 P.;\!. we saw it, as we supposed, about'Vainwright's Inlet, and 
ran down for a point considered as the entrance, but this was found not to be 
the place, and we had to haul out again. In the meantime the wind had shifted 
to west, and the sea, disturbed by the wind from two directions, ran high and irre
gular, so much so, that in altering the boat's head to avoid one, you got in the 
way of another. The shore too, now dead a-lee, promised no better hope of 
safety than the sea we were contending with, as we could see the line of surf 
breaking high all along. Still the gale increased, and the yawl in carrying off, 
could only show her mizen lug on the foremast. 

After we had stood off or rather along, as we could not clear the land for about 
ve miles, we opened the entrance of 'Vainwright's Inlet. 
The gig being a-head some distance, hove to for the yawl before attempting 

the passage, as the sea was breaking right across. On coming up in the yawl 
I asked Mr. Martin if he could take the boats through, and on his answering 
that .. He 'would try it," I told him to make the attempt and I would follow. 
At this time we were close on the weather side of line of heavy breakers, the sea 
coming in like mountains on us. From bearing up to speak the gig, I got too 
far to leeward for entering the passage, and thought for the time that we were 
" done for," as I never supposed that a boat could get safe through the surf that 
was surging to leeward. As a last resource, I ordered some oars to be got out, 
to endeavour to crawl the boat along for the passage, when a heavy breaker much 
above our mast-head, struck us o~ the bow, and fortunately pitched the boat more 
than halfway across the bar, and dIrectly stern on to the sea which chance saved us 
as the following seas, although breaking into the boat, as~isted to float her across' 
a~d in less than five minutes we were in comparatively smooth water, and cer~ 
tam}J: out of all danger, as ,the boat, from having an excellent pump, was kept 
sufficlently free of water. "e passed at 7 P.)f. on the south side of the inlet 
considering ourselves very fortunate in havina obtained shelter as the gale w~ 
blm~i~g' st!ll harder. If .the boats had been oebliged to keep out: their chance of 
SUl'Vlvlllg III the sea l'untllng was very small. 

Tuesday, ~u Jl.dy 18j~.-The gille moderated towards morning, but the surf 
0~1 th~ bar was "'till too 11lgh to attempt getting out; the men after having a good 
~lIght ;~ re~t were employt'u dl!ring the day drying their clothes, restoring boats, 
m whlch lortullately we founa none of our provisions injured. and in making all 
l'eauy ~OJ: a fresh start. In .the ~orenoon we were visited by several native,;, who 
wt'rt! Cl nl aud tractable. Knowlllg their expertness at thieving, the usual mode 

of 
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of drawing a line of separation from our encampment was adopted the cause of 
which thq appeared to perfectly understand. ' 

The only difference that we observed abollt them at all remarkable was, that 
" labrets" were worn by them, made from the coal on this coast in some cases as 
l~rge as a moderat~ 'sized apple. Some of these were procured, ~s they were con
SIdered better specImens of the coals than had ·been previously obtained. 

Some glover's needles and a large button with the names of all the ships 
eI?ploy~d in Arctic search engraved on it, were prized much by the women, and 
WIth a lIttle tobacco for the men, made us very wdcome visitors. 

At 6 P.M. I walked to the southern point of the inlet to observe the state of 
the sea outside, and finding it smooth and the bar pas5able, I determined, after 
consulting the "aneroid" on my return, to put to sea, ns the breaks of fine 
weather in these regions for this season and the last, have been very rare. At 
9 P.M. we again got under weigh and stood to thc southward with a light wind 
from west, accompanied with occasional showers of snow until midnight, when 
we tacked to the north and stood along the land. 

Wednesday, 21 July 1852.--At 4 P.M. we were favoured with a light breeze 
from the southward, which enabled us tf) shape a course direct for the Sea-horse 
Islands. In passing along shore we obf:wrvcd the ice to be fast to t.he coast line 
of the low shore from -Wainwright tlllet northward, and the offing was covered 
with sailing ice, in some parts hea"y, but nothing like the" main pack" was 
observed by us so far south as by former visitors. This induced us to form the 
idea that this year is a favourable one as far as packed ice is concerned, but for 
weather and sailing ice, it is much worse than any I bad before witnessed in this sea, 
as since entering it, we have had but one fine day. In the cour3e of the morning 
we were visited by some natives in b<lidar:", "ho followed us until we stopped at 
the Sea-horse Island, where we arrived at 9 A. M., and visited the dpp6t of 
provisions made by Captain Moore in 1850. The direction-post seemed to have 
been washed down and the notice gone, but the f'ite of the proyisions. known to 
Mr. Martin, was apparently undisturbed. The natives were so troublesome and 
importunate in their demands for tobacco, that they annoyed us a great deal, and 
I considered it perfectly useless at that time erecting a further notice, as they 
leave nothing untouched except graves; besides, as the" Plover" i" to ,,-inter at 
Point Barrow, I think that will set aside the necessity of guarding this coast with 
depots to the southward of that Point. After making a few prest'llts to the natives, 
we again proceeded with a breeze from the southward, which left llS at noon be
calmed off Point Franklin, drifting rapidly with the current to the north-eastward. 
The sun absolutely hot, was a great treat in an open boat, navigating this sea, as 
it afforded the opportunity of drying everything, besides t'uabling all hands to 
have a sound sleep, not easily effected under other circumstances. In the course 
of the afternoon we got a fine breeze from the S. E., and shaped a course direct for 
Point Barrow, to avoid the distance of going into the bay!'. 

Thursday, 22 July 1852.-- At midnight we found the land ice taking us too far 
off shore, and fearing that it might drift on us with the S. E. winds then blowing, 
we hauled dead in for the land, taking the most direct lanes through the ice. 
After running five miles through it, we found ourselves in with the shore, which 
not exceeding 20 feet in height on this part of the coast, is distinguishable in no 
way but by its uniformity of lowness for the extent of a hundred miles up to Cape 
Smyth, giving the idea of its being the unfinished end of an immense continent, as it 
is. We ran along shore during the remainder of the night, occasionally through 
heavy streams of ice. At 6 A. M. we were off Cape Smyth, the last point of the 
land, as from that to Point Barrow it is one immense gravelly spit, running 15 
miles, a characteristic formation in this sea, caused I presume by the meeting of 
two currents. At 7 A. M. we found ourselves blocked by the land floe, extending 
from the low neck or isthmus, about two miles to the north-eastward of Cape Smyth, 
and landed to observe the best leads to take. On reaching the highest part, we 
could see open water to seaward, and directed our course in that way. We were 
again visited by natives at this point. As we go north, their crav.ing ~or toba~co 
increases; their eagerness for it can hardly be imagined; if we had a slup full WIth 
us, we could not appease their wants; I can only compare them to a set of people 
who had been shut up without drink or food for a week, and then le~ loose upon 
)nly one scanty supply; add to this, their being savages, and one nug}lt f?rlll an 
lclea of our small boats surrounded on all sides with baidars, full of EsqUlmaux, 
tIl shouting the same !!tory, "tawac." 
~ Q" As 
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As our object is to conciliate them in favour of our missing countrymen, who 
might be retreating through their settlements, we use every ge.ntleness and per
suasion to get rid of them, with hut v~ry little effe.ct, as they WIll. not understand 
anything but "tawac;" a commandmg breeze IS ~he only th~ng that enables 
us to dear ourselves of them. By 930 A.M. we arnved off P01~It Barr?w, and 
came to the end of our voyage, as the ice remained set fast t? It: TillS was ,a 
sad disappointment, as I hoped to have exte~ded our e"~mmatlOn to Dease s 
Inlet 30 miles to the eastward. We were receIved on landmg by a number of 
nativ~s, one of whom was coming down fully armed, but upon some wor~ from 
those nearest to us, he laid aside his weapons. The character of the RsqUlmaux 
]Jer~ having been generally considered hostile, I was prepared for having some 
trouble with tlJem, but determined to carry conciliatory me.asures to ~n extreme, 
and rather make a retreat, than resent any rudeness they mIght be gUllty of. 

We walked to the highest part of the spit where the natives have their settle
ment to observe the state of the ice, and found the whole expanse one level 
sheet: with scarcely a htlmmock to be seen, looking as smooth as a table. On 
pointing to it, and asking one of the natives, when it went away, he made a sign 
of blowinO' with his mouth, and pointed to the southward. We afterwards 
examined b tl1e spit running to the eastward, for traces of Captain Collinson's 
expedition; the morp, particularly so, as the natives about Port Clarence had 
circulated a report that he wintered here. ] t is very evident that he has not 
done so, nor has he or Commander M'Clure communicated with this Point on 
their passage to the eastward. It appears to have been very little visited, and I 
doubt if many of the natives have ever seen a ship; I think an event, such as 
one ofthe discovery ships calling here, would be remembered and spoken of, as 
Captain Moore's visit the year before last was mentioned, and "Moa" (Moore) 
inquired for. On our retul'll to the boats, the nat.ives surrounded us in anything 
but an agreeable way; the act of putting their hands into our pockets to examine 
their contents, being looked upon as a trifle, and so generally adopted, that one 
of the officers proposed on going on shore, to turn his pockets inside out, to save 
them the trouble of examining them. We shoved off, and made fast under the 
lee of a floe on the west side of the point, to deliberate upon a plan for our 
future proceedings, as our sudden stop had rather disarranged our plans, and our 
first impressions of the natives were anything but favourable, so much so, that 
we feared being unable to carry out our object of making a plan of the passage 
and anchorage discovered by Captain Moore, by walking over the ice, and boring 
holes in it for the suundings, which service we afterwards performed, and were 
much assisted in it by them. In addition to our disquietude as to the natives, 
the position of our boat~ was very unsafe, lying exposed on the west side of the 
spit, without protection, and this would be the case till the ice eased off Point 
Bar:ow. We remained. inactive for the re~ainder of the day, not liking to land 
agam amongst the natIves. In the meantIme they had launched a baidar, and 
a party came alongside to barter; the plan was adopted of covering everything 
in the boats likely to excite their cupidity; and one of the crew, accustomed to 
such work, was .appointed to c~rry on the barterin~, and from his judicious 
method of dallymg, and producmg half leaves of tobacco at a time no one else 
being all~wed to d~al with them, p~otracted the business, while it g~ve them an 
opportullltyof havmg a good scrutmy of the boats and ourselves. After a little 
time, and a good deal of shouting interchanO'ed with those looking on from the 
land, seeming rather puzzled with us, they w~ntonshore, and another relay came 
off. 'Ye computed the numb~r of people collected on the beach 20 yards from 
us, at 100, and pr~bably that IS the whole present population at Point Barrow. 
About 3 P. M. tile Ice we were fast to, showed symptoms of moving, obliging us 
to see~ another place of shelter. A small cove, a little to the southward, which 
had glv~n shelter to. t?e former boat expedition, was now blocked with ice, and 
no ?ther place remammg for us, we pulled about half a mile away from the 
natives, and anchor;d close to the ice, fast to the shore, where we were atJ'ain 
followed by 50 natives, who appeared to be quite satisfied with sitting onOthe 
beach, alt~ough ~ery raw cold weather. In this position we remained until 7 ; 
but I conSIdered It. um:~fe for the night, as the boats could not be beached in the 
event of a sea comIng m. ~fterwards, un considering the weight of the awl 
for our few hands, and the difficult" of unloadinO' her on a I b h Y •. 
h d " f II'· b ee eae ,we came ... ) 

t e etermmatlOn 0 pu mg the boats to seaward for a mile and h' d . th t f 'th boa . , ane orIng, an 
In ~ ev.en 0 CI er t partIng, to keep them under canvass. The weather 
at thIS hme had a very threatening appearance, with the" aneroid 'J fallinO'. 

I:> 

Previous 
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Previous to leaving our second position, we wanted some water from the shore; Prol'eedings of 
when the gig landed, the natives immediately took the breaker on their Commander 
shoulders, filled it, and carried it back, and would not allow our men time to do Rochfort \1aguire. 
it, so anxious were they to be civil; I rewarded them for their kindness, and 
afterwa.rds took every opportunity of employing them for the excuse it gave me 
of makmg them a presen~; as I am told, if you give without receiving, they are 
apt to look upon you as eIther foolish or afraid. We shifted our berth into the 
offing a.bou.t ~ P. M., and made all snug, the wind blowing a fresh breeze from 
S.S.E., mchnmg to the southward. We passed a very anxious night, as the 
boats were very uneasy, and we had the mi~fortune to carry away our bowsprit 
in the yawl, when communicating with the gig after we had anchored. Towards 
midni~ht the .fresh wind put the ice in motion, and floe after floe came past us, 
all gomg outside. We were congratulating ourselves that the current was doinO' 
us this good service, when they seemed to turn in our line, from the wind veer~ 
ing to the westward of south, bringing all the spit to leeward. On the approach 
of a large floe right in our hawse, we got our oars out, and the cable shortened 
in, and seeing no remedy, got up the anchor and pulled out of the way, intend-
ing to bring up as soon as it had passed. The gig, less fortunate, lost her 
anchor from the cable being caught by a tongue of the floe; luckily a knife had 
been kept in readiness for such an event, yet so great was the rapidity with 
which the cable was torn out, that the man holding it was taken overboard from 
his being in some way entangled with it, and it would have taken the boat down 
if it had not been cut; as it was her wash-streak was torn off. As she was now 
dependiRg on our anchor to hold on by, I determined to go inshore and make 
fast under the lee of the grounded floes on the beach; this we attempted several 
times with indifferent success, as the floes coming down much heavier and faster, 
broke up our harbour of refuge, obliging us to fleet back until we had but just 
drift to clear us of Point Barrow. In this position Mr. Martin proposed running 
round the point, as he felt certain the ice must have eased off sufficiently to 
allow a passage for the boats inside of it; as I saw that no other chance 
remained for us, I directed him to go ahead in the gig, as she was a much better 
sailer than the yawl, and I would follow. He got round easily enough, but I was 
surprised to see him continue his course onward. In the yawl, with a reefed 
foresail and four oars, all that we could do, we scraped round the point, \\' hen 
I observed a lane between the shore and the ice, that 1 thought the boat could 
enter, but could hardly think it possible, from the gig having passed it. Not 
liking to leave her, I stood on for a few minutes, when luckily I came to the 
opinion, that if I stood on after the gig any longer, there would ue no getting-
back, as the boat at best is a bad sailer, and with a lee-tide and no bowsprit, she 
would have done nothing. This decided, I wore round and stood back until 
I opened the lane not wider than her own breadth, and ran the boat into it until 
she grounded on the frozen shore, where she lay in perfectly smooth water, and 
in safety. The t.ransition from rough water to very smooth was appreciated by 
us on this occasion as much, if not more, than at Wainwright's Inlet some few 
evenings previously. Our first care ",'as to look for Mr. Martin, who, seeing us 
inside the ice, tacked and endeavoured to regain his position, which he had 
!Duch difficulty in doing, as he stood into the same point in the pack. several 
times, and it was only at last by carrying whole sails, and almost burymg the 
boat, that he succeeded in weathering the end of the pack, and opening our 
position. The crew of the yawl stood watching her in the utmost anxiety; the 
gloominess of the misty weather attending a southerly wind, with the dull 
though broad light of midnight, together with the streams of heavy floes of 
sailing ice that passed in succession, quite at the rate of two miles an hour round 
the point of the pack, with our little boat in relief against them, made a scene 
at once grand and not easily forgotten. By ~ A. M. we had the h.appiness. to 
have b0th boats afloat, and made fast together III a dock. The natIves dUrIng 
our troubles behaved uncommonly well, pulling on our lines, poiD:ti.ng out the 
deepest parts, and doing anything but take ad vantage of our POSItlOu, at that 
time a little helpless. ." 

Friday, 23 July 1852.-The clatter of the natI,,:,es on the I~e,. ~ndeavourm.g to 
get the look-out men to barter with them, set aSIde the possibIlIty of sleepmg; 
had other circumstances admitted of it, everybody was too wet and cold to sleep 
much, from having been obliged to get into t~e water to lighten the boat over 
the ground-ice. In the forenoon I set out, WIth a party of three men and two 
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ffi C rrVI'nO' one of Halkett's boats, instruments, &c., and escorted at first 
o cers, a e . d f h lk' . th d h' I by a large nilmber of natin's, who soon got tIre 0 t e wa mg m e eep s In~ e 
the ~pit is composed of. \re induced three or four, who appea~ed to be leadmg 

to accompany us which they did, and performed good serVIce for the whole 
men, .' d " h h f d. Whilst I was soundinO' for an anchorage, an exammmg t e sores 0 

E~~~n Bay for a place of saf~ty for the" Plover," Mr. Hull, the second master, 
made a SllI"H'Y of the spit. The whole of the .hay appe~r:3 a level shee! of wat.er, 
with an an'r;;g-t' depth of nine or it'll fl'f't, varymg very httle. The natives begm
jng to understand our object, offered to take us , .. here the d~ep wate~ was to be 
found and conducted us to the channel between the east SpIt of Pomt Barrow 
and a' small island IvinO' off it. To the former, in our plan, for the sake of diatinc
tion, we have aWi'ched the name of Captain Moore, my predecl>ssor in the 
eommand of Her ~Iaj'>~ty's ship " Plover," w.ho wa~ the fiI:st person .to discover 
ir and to the latter, the name of Mr. l\Iartm (m<tster), Ills compamon on the 
o~casion. With the channel shut in, and within half a cable's length of the main 
:-pit, we found a good and safe a~chorage, wit.h 18 feet water. On questio~ing.t~e 
natin:s as to the srnnutlll1('ss of the water III the southerly gales, to whIch It IS 

exposed, tlll'y drl'w thpir hand;,; ~cross, level. with the ice we were standing on, to 
indicate that it ,vas always level lIke that, wInch was perfectly smooth, and showed 
no siO'n of any pressure; they then pointed outside and made the motion of the 
sea PitchinO' 'there; this coinciding with my own judgment, was perfectly satis
factory, and the question as to the practicability of the "Plover" wintering 
there, was decided in favour of it. It now only remained for me to devote what 
time I could spare to collect information and complete the observations necessary 
fur making a good SUI'H'y of the anchorage. Finding that I could spare another 
day for this sl'nicC', alltl not being able, from the state of the ice in Moore's 
Chaunel, to \\alk acro.;;:;, 1 arranged for the following day to engage the services 
of a native baidar, and by that means to make our examination complete. On 
rdI 11'11 iIIQ' to our boats after a very fatiguing walk of three miles in deep shingle, 
we Ii" lIlel tIle InO;,;t amicable relations existing between our crews and the natives; 
the officer left in charge, describing their conduct as' perfectly inoffensive, with 
the olle "X("')ItiClIl of thieving, for which there appears to be no cure. Onr knives 
al1fl Ill:':''; tl!illg,; dwindled down to an almost entire disappearance, and in so 
good-natured a 'va~', that in ca.;;(' of detection, one could hardly keep from 
laugbillp; at tllCir unconsciousness of having done wron.!'. Previous to lying down 
for tbe night, I walked to the highest part of the spit, to ascertain the state of the 
icp to tbc westward, and found the sea, which had been comparatively free from 
ie,· on the day previous when we passed through, to be now thickly packed, not 
offering a line sufficient to allow I!:; to retreat, had we wished it; as we had then 
o('('n then more than 12 hours without any wind, I considered this the effect of a 
1'\, E. current, which WI' found to set all alon'g the coast from Behrintr's Straits, where, 
in a wry ~tr.mg brCl'ZP from the north for two days, without ~:C'ttinC!ethe sun, we found 
the ship drifted 40 mih.; to windward, instead of 30 to leeward, as we had calculated. 
On tbe approach to Point Barrow, it becomes stronger, and from the observations 
I wu,,: eHabled to make there, a,,; to the set of the ice, it continues the same 
direction after leayillg the land, clearing this :;C'a of the last winter's formation, and 
carrying it to an indefinite distance, when it is either packed up at the back of the land 
south and Wt'st of Cape W ~lkerand Banks's Land, or it may be afterwards affected by 
some connter-current; tIll'; I am unable to pronounce upon. M v attention was more 
particulaly directed to the ,;et of the ice from Point Barrow in reference to navi ratinO' 
the PO,I~r Sea, an~.1 b:came strongly impressed with th,' idea, that a ship p~tting 
IIt'J's,,1t mto the smllI~g Ice there, to push her way to the X, E. would, perhaps, run 
a-head o~ half the Ice ?f ~ha.t year, and probably make good way to the N. E. ; 
hut that m the eve~t ilt wlshlI~g to retrace her steps in the following year, she 
~vould b~~Yl' the old ~ce !ef~ behlll? .her, as well as the last year's to contend with 
l':l returnmg: to the ~,\\" ~If add?tJon to a current to the N. E. that may be con
sld~red consta~t. '1 he ?ntt of ICe alluded to, which I witnessed myself, and on 
askll~g the natIves questlons a5 to the probable time of the floe about Point Barrow 
cleanng ~way, they cOUl~ted .four. or ~ve day.> on their fingers, and always pointed 
to the ~. E. as the dIrection It dIsappeared in gives me the idea that the 
" Investigator" and. " Enterprize" are more lik~ly to come out on the east side 
than to return to Pomt Ban·ow. ' 

Saturday, 24 July 1x52,-Leaving the boat3 in charge of Dr. Simpson to 
be cl"ared out and restored preparatory to our starting in the evening, I left with 
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Messrs. ~artin and Hall, an.d three seamen, carrying our instruments, to meet our rroceedings of 
native gUIde, who had promIsed to procure us the services of a native baidar, that Commander 
we were to c~rry across the spit, and launch in Elson Bay, where the line of water Rochfort Maguire. 
between the Ice an? the shore was. suffici~nt to allow a boat of light draught being 
tracked along; thIs ~e succeeded m closmg, after the usual loss of time in making 
the n.ecessary promIses of t~wac on ou~' retur~. We had some difficulty in 
breakmg through the young IC~, half an Inch tluck, of only a night's formation. 
I expected to .find the walrus hIde, that forms the covering of the baidar, a good 
deal cut, but It was prevented by the owner's care to break it from the bows as we 
proceeded. 

We reached the eastern extreme end, crossed Moore's Channel through the lanes 
in the ice, in order to laml on Martin's Island, to get a round of angles for fixing 
its position in showing the anchorage; I walked round it, thinking a sheltered 
cove on its south-easte~n s~ore promised a very desirable position for our winter 
quarters, but, on exammatIOn, the depth of water was found wanting. The circuit 
of the island is a bout two and a half miles, and is in no part more than nine feet 
above the level of the sea. We found on it rather an extensive Esquimaux 
burying-ground, differing from the uE-ual way of erecting large piles of wood over 
their bodies; at this place they were merely laid upon the snow and covered with 
pieces of hide, probably the covers of their omiaks, and not more than three or 
four feet apart. 

On our return to the spit, I finally decided upon the position of the" Plover ;" 
when hauled in for winter quarters. her stern will be in 1 7 feet; 25 fathoms from 
the spit, about two miles from the natives. 

Moore's Channel shut with the point of the spit and the island. To get more 
water, the channel must be opened, ,rhen you hecome exposed to the strong 
current that. must sweep through it, as deep water i" not found anywhere out of 
the line of the channel, and as its depth is so much greater, a str(mg current is the 
only way to account for its existence. In returning from the spit, one of our 
Esquimaux sitting beside me in the baidar, had, ill till' most business-like fashion, 
extracted a quantity of trifling articles from my pockets, that I had taken with me 
to reward any little service they might perform for us. I was just in time to dis
cover him, but his laugh was so simple, that I was obliged to join in it myself. 

Before closing my remarks at Point Barrow, I take the opportunity of men
tioning that I was much struck ,\ith the abundance of animal life existing in the 
sea. After entering the ice, on our approach to Point Barrow, the sea was literally 
covered with birds, most of them excellent eating; our cre"'" were nearly supplied 
with them from two guns in each boat. Further to the southward, the walrus are 
numerous, and to the northward, seals are found in great abundance. The drift
wood, alth0ugh not 1'0 plentiful as in some other places, sneh as Port Clareuce, 
will still be a valuable addition to our stock of coals. 

RETURN FROM POINT BARROW. 

Having sufficiently examined the position east of Point Barrow, and come to 
the conclusion that longer stay would be useless, I made up my mind to take 
advantage of an easterly wind springing up, to commence our return to the 
vessel. 

I landed previously to observe the state of the ice in the offing, and found the 
sea comparatively clear, where, at the same hour on the previous evening, it was 
so thickly packed that not a lane was to be seen by which we could have got on 
by, had our wishes been to have done so. 

At 9 P. M., we made sail from the floe we had been fast to, in the presence of a 
large number of natives, who were determined to see the last of us; ran along 
the spit, and landed Oil it at a small settlement about five miles distant, to take a 
few angles necessary for the completion of our survey. '" e held our favourable 
breeze, which carried us over the current at a good rate. '" e passed Cape Smyth 
at midnight, the natives hailing us most lustily in passing, with the friendly in
tention of providing themselves with a stock of their favourite tawac. 

Sunday, 25 July 1852.-After passing Cape Smyth, we shaped o.ur cou~se 
direct from Cape Franklin, passing, occasionally, some heavy sailing Ice, whICh 
showed, in some instances, strong marks of having sustained great pressure. The 
natives visited the boats occasionally, and although running Yery fast, we alwa~s 
stopped for them, so as not to produce tlisappointment. At 9 A. M., we landed for 
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an hour, about the centre of Peard's Bay, and abreast .of what ~ppeared to ~ th~ 
highest part of the land; it was compose~ of mud chffs, contammg a portion of 
decayed vegetable matter in a very c.rumblmg state from the thaw. . 

From thi" height we had a good vIe~ of the offing, and were enabled t~.Jud.ge 
of the state of the ice, the horizon bemg very clear; a great deal of ~aIlmg Ice 
was in sight, but I think the main pack was not to be seen, although WIth a glass 
the horizon indicated ice all round. 

Favoured with a moderate breeze from N. E. and fine weather, we reached Point 
Franklin at 9 P. M., or in 24 hours from Point Barrow. Seeing a large native 
mark on Point Franklin, the idea occurred to me of putting our" notice" upon it, 
as in no installce have the Esquimaux allowed t.he ~arks erected by .our party to 
remain standing. I landed in order t~ cal!y thIS vJe~ out, and fi~d.mg very few 
traces of natives I came to the determmatIOn of placmg what prOVISIOns could be 
spared from oU/boats in a cache he,re, not so ~u?h with a ~i.ew of a~sisting parties 
falling back from Captain Collinson s, or the mIssmg expedItIOn, as III the event of 
any unforeseen accide.nt happening t? the ." Plover" or her boat par!ies.. The 
position is very conspIcuoUS, and parties gomg up and down must pass III Sight of 
it, as the coast takes a turn there. I found the mark to have been used as a screen 
from the wind by the EsqUlmaux, and composed of drift-wood; on one of the 
largest pieces of it, laying on the ground, I had cut necessary notice for finding a 
bottle, in which I placed a paper containing every information relative to provisiOIl& 
along the coast, and position of provisions then buried, which, though at a consi- . 
derable distance, might be easily found. We obliterated our footmarks as much 
as possible, but it is a great chance if the notice is allowed to remain. On the 
shore of this island, which is little better than a sandbank, we found the remains 
of two or three American casks, drifted, probably, from the wreck of the whale 
ships last year. This indicates a current to the N. E., from a further extent south 
and west than had been generally supposed, and a stronger proof was found on 
Point Barrow Spit, where one of the officers remarking a stave, the natives pointed 
to the sea. '" e found on the beach also strong indications of coal being very 
abundant at no great distance, as the sand was interspersed very much with small 
coal. On moving a piece of drift-wood, it was found uppermost so plentiful, that 
I fancied we had discovered a vein, however, on digging, it was found to extend 
only four inches, when you met sand, the same as at the surface, showing it to 
have been brought there by the wash of the sea. 

A little before midnight we again proceeded, passing along the Sea.llOrse 
Islands. 

Monday, 26 July 1852.-Soon after leaving Point Franklin, our breeze left u~ 
becalmed for four or five hours, and at 6 A. :\1. came up again. I intended on 
passing the first of the Sea-horse Islands, where provisions had been buried by 
Captain Moore, to land and re-erect his mark; but fin~ing the natives so nume
rous, it would have been loss of time, so I proceeded. At 9 A. :\1. I landed at 
Point Belcher, to observe the state of the ice in the offinD'. We had it heavier 
off the Sea·llOrse Islands than anywhere else, not excepting "'Point Barrow. 

On a point to the southward of the Sea-horse Islands we collected four or five 
bags of sea-coal on the beach; it was used in the buats for cooking, and found to 
burn very .well.' a~thou&,h much ~ater-worn. A party of the natives we met there 
were cheWIng It, m whIch state It had the appearance of pitch. We could not 
find out from them ~here it came from; they pointed to the southward, and the 
wash of the sea, whICh made me conclude that it came from the veins discovered 
by Captain Beechey near Cape Beaufort. Running close along the shore, 
to avOI~ the N. E. current, we arrived off Wainwright Inlet by 6 P.M., and 
ente~ed It for"the pur~o.se of. c~mmunicating with the natives, to find out whether 
the Plover had VISIted It In our absence. Finding none encamped in the 
usual place at the en~ran~e, I though~ it best to take advantage of the fine weather, 
seldom of ,long duratIOn m these regIOn:, to prosecute our journey to the place 
of re~dez'ous at Icy Care. .We accordIngly put out again, and continued our 
course along sho~e, pasSIng m smooth water the part of the coast we stood into 
the first day, dunng the westerly gale. \Ve observed the marks of the surf. 100 
yards fro~ the beach, where the drift-wood had been driven up, and left i~ an 
Irregular hne, some end on, others broadside on 

• ~t m~dnight th~ breeze. left us becalmed o'ff a small opening, 12 miles from 
\" amwnght Inlet, mto whICh the gig found water to enter. 

The j 
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The musquitoes, a shocking pest at this season, soon drove them out again, Proct'edings of 
followed by a baidar full of natives, whom we found to be the most troublesome Commander 
party we had yet to deal with. From the boats being becalmed, it was impos- Hochfort l\laguire. 

sible to get rid of them, and it kept the crews quite on the alert for two hours 
warding off their attempts to pilfer everything they could lay their hands upon. 

Tuesday, 27 July 1852.-The calm during the night had allowed us to drift 
a little off, so that after breakfast we got upon our oars to make the shore, and 
commence tracking, as I felt certain that our fine weather would not be of long 
continuance. By 10 A.M. we landed, and commenced tracking; in little more 
than an hour, th(> beach became too shoal, obliged us to take to our oars again, 
which we plied until 2 P. M., when a light breeze from the northward allowed an 
opportunity for us to get our dinner. As the weather became unsettled, we soon 
got out our oars again, to endeavour to push the boats into shelter for the night, 
thinking our distance from Icy Cape much less than it really was, from our having 
been kept back by the current. At 6 P. M. we pulled into a bay that we supposed 
to be formed on the north side of Icy Cape, and finding nothing like shelter, we 
came out again, rounding a long shallow spit, intending to try the south side; 
the weather had now become quite thick and blowing, and blowing fresh from 
the south-west. 

The shoal water taking us a long way round, made it appear that we had not 
got to our destination; when, as we were threading our way, a sudden break in 
the gloom showed us Icy Cape several miles to windward. There was nothing 
for it but to put the boats under canvass, and endeavour to work up, although 
the weather was most unfavourable, thick, raining, and blowing hard. We steered 
to the westward for about an hour, and, wishing to keep the land on board, stood 
back towards the shoal point we had pulled round. The wind favoured us a 
little in standing in, and brought us in an hour to a spit. extending true W. by N. 
for 12 miles to Icy Cape. The east end of it reaches to within three miles of the 
mainland, forming the entrance to a large lagoon, t.hat affords a most excellent 
shelter for boats, in every way superior to Wainwright Inlet, and would, I believe, 
if properly examined, be found capable of admitting small vessels of 12 feet draught 
of water. We made our boats fast to the spit on the north side, the wind from 
the southward blowing off it, making it perfectly smooth, and had the wind 
veered to the west or north-west, we had merely to run round the spit into the 
lagoon to find a shelter equally good. 

Wednesday, 28 July ] 852-1 felt sorry that our circumstances would not 
admit of all examination of the bay ihat we were slleltered in, and the entrance 
to the lagoon. 

Whilst I walked along the spit, to ascertain, if possible, our distance from Icy 
Cape, and the probability of finding shelter there, I sent the gig to sound across 
the bay to the shoal point on the opposite side, that we had pulled round on the 
previous evening. 

The soundings gave an average of 10 and 11 feet, one narrow channel close to 
the spit giving as much as 23; from this I judged there might be a channel of 
that depth in the lagoon. Our time would not allow of further search. 

In my examination of the spot, I was enabled to discover that we were several 
miles from its western extreme, which formed Icy Cape. After walking alon~ it 
for three miles, and sp.eing nothing like a termination, I was obliged, although 
reluctantly, to move the boats from their snug position, as it was too far removed 
from the appointed rendezvous. On my return to the boats, finding the people 
had dined, we commenced tracking along the spit to the westward at 4 P. M., 

supposing that two hours at most would bring us to its termination. To our surprise, 
hour succeeded hour in our walk, without seeing any end to it; at last, after six 
hours' smart tracking, we rounded Icy Cape, and hoped to have found some cove 
on its southern side that would afford the boats protection. On ascending one of the 
native "inter huts, the highest point we could attain, the whole land being 
nowhere more than 11 feet high, we could discover nothing like a place of shelter, 
the cape being exposed to the whole force of the westerly winds and waves. 

I had to come to the determination of hauling the boats up, although I feared 
it was almost beyond the power of our small party, only 16 in all. Contrary to 
my expectations, we succeeded in getting them hauled up .beyo~d the. reach .of 
the sea in little more than an hour, officers and men workmg ahke, WIth a wII· 
lingness equal to surmount any difficulty. 

82. G", Thursday, 
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Th d )" July 185') -\ strona- breeze from north-east, with thick weathe~ urs ay, :,." . ..... '" bl \ ' 
made the safe position of our bo~ts ~ery ~gl'eea e. c~ party sent out to s~~ot, 
returned with moderate SLlCC:'S':;, brmgmg eight duck.;;, a very acceptable addl~IOQ 
to our ~hip',; provision;;: Th~ native village here. a~pears to be us;d only in t~e 

'uter the peol)le havmO' eVidently left for their i:l.ummer excurSIOns, to lay In 
WI , '" . 0 .. I h e 
a supply of provision;; a!.;ain-;t the wlllter. 11 examJlllllg t 1e uts, we loun~ a 
dead female in one of them; "h~ had W) dou~)t been left to her fate, accordmg. 
to the custom of these savag'es, who desert their fellows whcm they find they are 
no longer able to provide fo~ them:;elves, and b~com~ a burthen to the tribe, 
although there wa.;; the remams of food .left fo~ I~er use, .a~1CI a comfo~table supply 
of deer-skins for a b~II; the body wa., III a Slttlllg p~)sltlOn, but With the head 
drooped between the knees. . ~n the afternoon, although bl.owin?, a gale, ,vith a 
very wetting mist, w~ were vlslt;d by a large p'lrty of natIves from tl~e so~th
ward; among'lt tl?em we recognIzed some fa<;es tlilat we. hhad met

f 
alt Wb aI~wrl~ht 

Inlet a wL~ek prevlOus. \Ve ,~reckrl a screen lor ~ I ~m. WIt. one 0 t Ie oat s salis, 
outside of our line~, where they would 11 1 V~ rellluncri aU llIght, had we not thought 
theil' absence preferable dul'il}o" the time We were asleep. 

About 11 p.:'.£. the screen ~as n~moved, which caused a general packing up, 
and an immediate move off. 

Friday, 30 July 18.'):2. -A.;; th~s was the day appointed for the "~lover" to 
rendezvous off the c lP!, a large pIle of w03d Iud bJen prep'lrcrl to lIght, as a 
s.ia-nal of our arrival, and a good look-out kept in the offing. The wind con
ti~ued to blow stronO' from the X. K; little more could be done on our part 
than to wish for mode~ate weather. J n the evening, the gig wa.;; prepared for 
launching, in order to examine the south side of the capJ for a place of refuge 
for the boats. 

Saturday, 31 July 185:2.-The wind, at ~.~.K, and s~a had both increased 
to such a ciegree that the gig could not be launched, and with the" Plover's" 
qualities, I had little hl)pc~ of her holding h'r own again.;;t the gale now 
blowing off the land. It refluired all our plticnce to keep us agaimt the dis
appointment of this loss of time, where it is SI) valuabl~. A look-out nnn was 
stationed on the highe;;t point of land, with a large pile ready for lighting, the 
moment til:> " Plover ., appeared on the horizon. 

Sunday, 1 Aug;ust 185:.!. -'I'll>.' wind and sea still increasing, giving at present 
no prospect of reklS". 

Monday, :2 Ang'll ~t 18.)2. -This being the day appointed to meet Her Majesty's 
ship ., Amphitrite" off Cape Lisburne, the anxiety we feel at not seeing the 
" Plover" is L'xcL·.-si \'c'. The provisions were examined to-day, to ascertain the 
exact remains, and we find still nearly three weeks' of everything. I am quite 
puzzled as to the ~ourse to pursue: there will b,~ no difficulty in making our 
way to Cape Lisburne, to meet the" Amphitrite;" but then we should leave the 
" Plover" in doubt as to Ollr situation, as the land here is so low, I much fear 
her standing in to make it. The gale abates during the day, and returns with 
increased force during the night, rendering it imp3ssible to launch the boats. 

Tuesda~, 3 All~ll.;;t 1~.)2.-DLlring the ni~ht we had a strong gale from the 
N. K, wInch ~o?erated lU th~ forenoon, l':avlll~ a heavy sea running. At 1 P.M.; 
we were all rejoiced at the SIght of a saIl, makinO' no doubt of its beinu the 
"Plover." Preparations were made for immediately launchinrr the boats alth~ugh 
the sea was still running high. "" 

After the vessel's standing.in fc~r an ho~r, and various opiniol1s being expresse 
upon her, we ha~ the m~rttficatlOl1 to discove~ tInt. sh.e wa" ship-rigged. and 
therefore nO.t the PI~ver. However, I determmed, If possible, to speak to her; 
aI?d, launclung th~ gIg fo~ th~t purp.)se, pulled to windward, the s~:a being too 
~ngh for 1I" t.o pull III any directIOn, except end on ; I feared that the ve'lsd standing 
lU, fwm seemg the l).)at pull off, mi~ht run hl~NM into dan O'er on the shoals, 
and wa" glad to "e,~ her tack. We still continued pullinI)' to wir~d ward expecting 
~hat ,;h: woul~ ,tack .again. but. as .. h, sto.od right out without having, 'I presume, 
~eell u"', I \\ J.~ obhg~d t ) h'JI..;t OLlr s:lIl, and ste~r reluctantly for the shore, 
~here, .after encountermg ,;.)m~ hcJ.YY .,,~a., on approaching the beach, we succeeded 
In gettll~g her hauled uI~ once more, for how long we are puzzled to know. This 
J,)-;~ of tune and uncertamty of release i~ unbearable; while we are consuming our 

provisioDS, 
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provisions, each day. brings us no better prospect than the last. I have been Proceedings of 
obliged to stop the Issue of tea, having only seven days' remaining; and with Commander . 
14 days' cocoa, we make three weeks' consumption for once a day. Hochfort MaguIre. 

Wednesday, 4 August 1852.-\Ve had the same increased force of wind at 
midnight that we have e.xperienced throughout this north-east gale, which during 
the .day goes.dowJl, leavmg a heavy sea ru~~ing. After deliberating with myself 
dunng the mght as to our unfortunate pOSItIon, left as it were to eat ourselves out 
in an advanced northern position, J came to the conclusion that it would be wrong 
to remain beyond a certain date, leaviug myself with provisions sufficient to reach 
Port Clarence, if necessary. 

The" Plover" ought to have been here un the 30th July, six days ago; and 
allowing her to have been distant 50 miles to the westward for au offinD', the 
current, with the winds she had, must have brought her here by this time.1::> My 
intention is to allow her seven complete days;G and, in the event of her not 
appearing, to proceed, thinking- it preferable to encounter the dangers of an opea 
boat navigation of such an extent, to rUllning short of proyisions where ,ve are. 
By leaving at that time, I may have a chance of picking up the "Amphitrite," 
off Cape Lisburne, which I shall mi~:3 by remaining longer here; and I conclude, 
if the " Plover" does not make her appearance by to-morrow night, that some 
accident must have occurred to her, as the weather has been most favourable for 
making the land almost every day of our stop here. I am the more impressed 
with this idea of her having met with some accident, from the vessel that hove in 
sight yesterday having no difficulty in getting to windward, and appearing to be 
much assisted by a weather current. I mentioned at breakfast to the officers and 
my companions in difficulty, my thoughts as to what should be our line of pro
ceeding, as expressed above, and at the same time asked for any opinions that they 
might have formed on the subject; and finding that there wa" no amendment of 
consequence proposed, I considered our departure on the morning of the 6th as 
settled, which appears to give a turn to our ideas and thoughts very beneficial, 
as we are all tired out with day after day of disappointment, lo:-.s of time, and 
nothing to look out upon except our boats hauled up above the surf, and the sand
fiat, with a few winter huts, that bear the formidable name of Icy Cape. I am 
more particular in writing these particulars of my purpose at the present time, 
previous to their occurrences, feeling that it is a most important step I am about 
to take, as t.he risks to boat navigation to the southward from this point are very 
great, and there is a chance of leaving both the " Plover" and" Amphitrite" in 
doubt as to our safety. I intend leaving numerous notices here in the event of 
the " Plover" coming after us, to show that we have proceeded, in order that she 
may not be kept any longer off this dangerous point than is necessary for her to 
communicate. The evening passed away without any appearance of our relief, all 
hands busily employed in making preparations for a longer voyage than we had 
yet undertaken. 

Thursday, 5 August 1852.-The wind during the night did not com: .up so 
strong as usual, and the weather remained clearer. Our usual look-out glvmg us 
no hope of the" Plover," we have employed ourselves this morning erecting 
notices of our arrival and intended departure; and I purpose in the afternoon 
launching the boats, all to be ready to leave early in the morning. 

At 6 P.M., the surf where the boats had been hauled up proving too heavy to 
launch them there, they were transported to a distance of 130 yards, and a small 
cove with a sand-spit running off, that afforded them shelter, and there launched 
and loaded for leaving at midnight, in order to visit the rendezvous appointed for 
the" Plover," thinking that at night, as it afforded her a sufficient offing, it would 
be a likely time to find her in position. . 

Our look-out man was kept in his station to the last moment of our leavll1g, on 
the highest attainable point, 23 feet above ihe level of the sea, which we estimated 
would show us the" Plover," half topsail up in her rendezvous, W'. by S. (m~g.) 
13 miles. Just previous to embarking, I had a good look roun~ the ~onzon 
~yself, as was my practice several times in the day, and meetmg WIth ?ur 
accustomed disappointment, at 11 30 A.M., our arrangements for departure havll1g 
been made, we proceeded out of the cove, and steered W. by S. for !hree hours 
and ~ quarter, estimating our speed at four t.niles an hour .. In rUnDll1g out, we 
lost ~lght of the land in one hour, and expenenced a very ~lg~ sea that ~~ts up 
on the" Blossom" Shoals, when the wind is fresh at N. E., lT1 dlrect oppOSitIOn to 
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the current, with an irregular bottom, and which is ~lard t? deal with in c~ossing 
, . opell b(lat On 'lrrivinO' at tIlt' rendezvous, my mtentlOn was to remam near ) n <lll· • ~ , hi' 
't until noon hopinO' ill that time to see <:Itltl'l' a W a er to mcrease our stock of 
I rovisions fr~m, or b the .. Plover," I, \,as unable to, ... io so from the heaviness of 
iJIl' :;('a: in heaving the yawl to, we 51,upped a swampmg ~l'a. tha~ :ather alar~ed 
me for a beginning; however, I remamed ,hove-to as near the poslt~on as posslh,le 
for five hoUl's, and finding the boats lllakmg Vl'ry Lad weather ?f It, I made saIl, 
intemlin(r to steer klck as near to tllL' south of h·y Cape as }l0:,slble, but the force 
(If the \~illd and ~('a drove llS at least 10 mill'" to leeward. Finding that I could 
do no more in Ill(' \V;IY of finding the " Plover," I shaped a course for Point 

Lav. 
Friday, 6 August 185::!,-By noon we go~ into smooth. wat~r, ~nd ran along 

the land: at 8 P.~r., we were abreast of Pomt Lay, steenng for Cape Beaufort; 
at n \H' lost our favourable breeze, and made little progress during the night. 

Satmd:IY, 7 August 1852.-.. Finding by 9 A.M. that there was 110 prospect of a 
tm'CZt', 1 lit'~l'nlliIJ~'d to 1l~l' 0;1.1'''' :-;0 as not to lose the fine weather. Accordingly, 
at 9 A,~l., \H' C01tlIJI\'l1(,l'(t pulling, watch and watch, and continued during the day 
to (\\craf2,'l' lll't\\i'i'll light ail'" and the oar". 2t knots an hour, At noon we recog
niz( d tilt' high land, Ileal' Capt' Bemd<.Ht, and changed our course for Cape 
L;~:)uml': the weather Ill"ltltiflilly fine, but too calm for our purpose. 

~unday, 8 "\.ugll~t 11'5~.-Continuing on our oars during the night, we made 
good way, ,;III! recognised the high lal\d of Cape Lisburne by 9 A.M., when a 
li<rht breeze from the N.K enabled liS to la y them in. 'Ve continued all the day 
:-t~!Tillg for Crqll' Lisburne, not making great progress ill consequence of the 
current. In the afternoon "'(' ,lg':till gut on our oar~, and shaped a course direct 
for tIll' " Amphitrite's" position. \vhic\t we hoped to reach by midnight, assisted 
by light air,.; from the northward; lJUt 'H' fr'arcdy did more during the night 
than ~tt-lll the current., 

.\1 (lwla\", 9 A\lf~'Il"t 1~J2.-Contilluing our mrs, we were favoured with a 
light IJJ'('I:zl' hom t'll!' Horth at X P.)!., whi'Ch \\(' took advantage of, steering for 
tht' ,. All1phitrite's .. po"ition. The annoi(l fnlling to :!fl inches, made us most 
anxious to be picked up. as the c()a~t nH('l','; few placl's of shelter. By 11 A. M. 

we had run sufficiently far to the S. "T. to ]'(',wh the position of the rendezvous 
appointed by Captain Fredt'rick, A thick fog C,lllW (Ill at noon, adding much to 
our disappointment, as it precluded the p0t'",ibility of our ~l'l'ill~' the" Amphitrite." 
I remained near the rendezvous for upwards of f'ix hours, disheartened at not 
~eeing a "ail. though we knew there Wl'n' many whalers cruizing about, and we 
hoped to iucreasl' our stock of provisions from one of them. At 4 30, our supply 
of wood and water lwing: expended, I ",-:i" obliged, most reluctantly, to put the 
boats' heads toward" the shon', giving up, for the present, our chance of being 
picked lip. \Ve steered in a rLir'k fo~: for Cape> Lisburne, and ran until past mid
night. 

LTu('~da:-, 10 Augu"t li-'5:.!.-\rhen the weather began to elr'ar, and we got a 
,~'ljlllr~" of t}w bold ro~ky sh~re abo~l~ .Cape Lisburne, the wind having fallen 
I1gbt. the oars \\,'],(' agam put III reqUISItIon, when the f'l'("\~, as with fresh-strung 
"t'1'\".:', pulled fo]' the CapI" The distance ,\,;1.', however OTeater than I calcu-

1 "1 ' b [:111'(. ,\:, It wa,~ not untI 4- A, 1\1. that 'Y(' touched the beach a little to the east 
of C~l?e Li~lll1rne. ~he sun \vas now strong, the fog dispelled and horizon clear, 
requll'ln~ no ;':'Tcat skIll to foretell a bright day. Leaving' the crews to procure 
th,e reqUIl'ed wood and water and prepare breakfast, I took upon mY8clf the task. 
of look-out .man, and, a~cendC<l the promontory, while one of my companions 
empl?yed Illmst'lf u~efully under the. ~lifls with his gun, by adding a stock of 
!'l'a·bll'ds .to o~u' :'C:tllty ~ture of proVIslOlls. From a height of 1,100 feet I had 
an ('xtoI~lye \"Iew over t~e offing. )'et after a long and anxious scrutiny, no sail 
<ipj):<ll'ul to repay me for m:' {htfiClllt ascent; amI again I had the sickening 
icl'h:I:.c.' t~lat the season WOUld. he lost: By and hy I discovered something on the 
: ~r: ,:dgc of the \H,,,te>rn. hOrIzo~, winch, from the distance and mirage, bore only a 
!~m,~_le~emblance t? .a !'X'uI. I stIll doubted-one is so apt to realize in fancy what, 
l~ "I~h:(~ ~or ~lll!".t.' at length ~ could n? longer doubt its reality. I could watch 
~tcadlh It". ~llIftlllQ ,mil c1ldljO'I1)o" hv mll"l"'" ~onletl'm s bo t' below . . .' - "". ' _ " " eave, some Imes 
the honzon, for a m0!l1ent dOl~ble, then ,-iilg:lt .• hut inverted. Hastening down to 
the boats, I started \', i . h the wmd from the SOlltlIwal·,1 '-! • th 1 I had 

l.._ I " '( U. >JupposmO' e vesse 
~l·I.'1l to I}f..' Cl'l"i~ 30 ml!es rll<tp.r~t, I hoped to cut her off hefo; she stood oui 

again. 
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again. I steered as near as could be for the rendezvous, but by the time we had 
reached 15 miles off shore, the thick fog, so common in these seas, had again 
shrouded us. My purpose now was to remain about the offing as long' as the 
state of the weather would allow us, then put back to Cape Lisburne, to lay in a 
supply of birds, as an increase to our provisions, when, if I could see nothing of 
the" Amphitrite" in the offing, I purposed making for Point Hope, as the next 
station, from whence I intended taking the first favourable opportunity to ero:-:; 
Kotzebue Sound for Cape Prince of \Vales, and on to Port CLrt'llce . 

. Wednesday, 11 August 1852.-Soon after midnight the wind shifted to the 
westward, bringing up a heavy swell that would set on the beach, where we had 
hoped to get shelter; and, warned by the fallin!!: of the aneroid, 1 was obliged 
once more to relinquish my hope of being picked up. Indeed, it might be ~aid 
we were no sooner on the rendezvous, than it was time to seek shelter ao·ain. \VI' 

~ 

sighted the cape at 6 A. !II., just as a strong breeze set in from the muthward, that. 
brought us back to the place WP had left the day before. The violence of thl' 
wind out of the ravines obliged us to shift the boats ~oIllc way further to tI)(· (';[ .. t
ward along the beach, where it seemed to be less ~tl'q), if it shoulcl 1)(· j"('ljllisik 
to haul them up. A shooting party again went, making havoc amonc."t till' ),ird,;, 
and with such success, that the total produce of the day from two guns amounted 
to 96100mes. \Vhen skinned they eat very well; one for each man made a \ I 'J)' 

good mess for the day. Ncar our new position "'as the scattered remain..; of " 
wreck, apparently American, with traces of tents, and a lllound like a grav(', a:·: 
if it had been the refuge of some shipwrecked party. The day througllOut 
remained gloomy and lllisty, the nearest headland being scarcely vi~il)ll'. l\bUlIt 
11 o'clock, when the night-watch was set, the boats Iwcallll' UIll'W,:' from a lig'ilt 
swell from the westward, warning us that no time wa~ to he lost in haulillp: tbelll 
up, previous to the surf making. By the time they were in :,((t'ety abovI' tbe "11r!· 

line it was past midnight. 
Thursday, U August 1:-\5:2.-'\Vith thick weather and close wetting rain, WI' 

got under the rain-awning once more, intending to takp six: nr ~I :vell hours' uudis
turbed sleep. At three o'clock the weather beeallll~ a little df'ar, when the look
out man reported a sail close ofF the land. The gig was illlmediately l::lllidlC'd, 
when, shortly afterwards, the booming of a heavy gUll proved that WI~ had ,;')]11:'

body looki.ng afte~' us, and ht.:/;,I'I' nine ~'clo~k, b~th I'<lat.". ~\ i~h ?,ur v,/wj.· parl.\, 
were heartIly receIved on board Her Majesty s slllp "' l\llll'lutnte, w!Jere our lat..' 
privations were soon made amcuds for. 

Her Majesty's ship " Plover," 
Port Cfarence, 20 August 18,'):2. 

e ~i!:!,'llf'd) 

!\ o. 41-

NO"h/iirl },Ii/f/li/I"I', 

. C;JlllIIHlw!(·r. 

CHAltT (annexed) of Behring's Straits and the neigllhouring C\la~t of :, orth 
America, including Moore Harbour. 

No. 41 a. 

LEITER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Commander Lf/a;JUlrC, Her 
Majesty's Ship " Plover," Behring.'s Strait:5. 

Sir, Admiralty, 14 Jannary 18;)3. 
HAVING laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your ~etter of 

the 20th August last, with its several enclosurc~, I am commanded by theIr Lord
~hips to acquaint you that they approve of your proceedings, and tho:,,, with you 
III the boats, to all of whom much credit is due for their exertiOlb under very 
trying circumstances. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) B. Vsboi·lle. 
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PROCEEDINGS of Captain Charles Frederick, commanding Her Majesty's 

Ship "Amphitrite," on a Visit to Behring's Straits and the Vicinity, 
with Pro\"isions, &c.~ for Her Majesty's Ship " Plorer." 

No. 4~. 

LETTER from Captain Frederu'k to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Amphitrite," 
c' San Francisco, 13 October 1852. ,-:"Ilr, 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Com
missioners of the Admiralty, that I sailed from Honolulu, Sandwich Islands, on 
the 30th ~Iav, made the Island of Seguam (Aleutian Islands) on the 19th June, 
and ran throilgh between that island and Amoukla. On the 21 st we communi. 
cated with the "Baltic," American whaler, the master of which reported that 
the iel', on the 11 th June, was a:-; far to the southward as Gore's Island; that two 
~hips had beE'll lost, and several damaged in the ice; and that in consequence, he 
did not like to proceed to the northward. 

The next day we made St. Paul's, off which another American vessel was 
oh;;erved cruizing; the temperature of the water on the 24th was as low as 
:15 Fahrenheit, :-;;) that I fully expected soon to make ice. On the 26th, we 
marll' the S.''". end of ~t. Lawrence Island, without having seen any. 

I determined to pass to the eastward of that island, and keep well in on the 
.\merican shore; on the afternoon of the 27th, a stream of ice was observed 
hearing from E. hy ~. to S.E. by S., about five miles distant; its extent might 
be six or ,('\'('11 mill''';. The prevailing winds had been northerly and north
westerly, with thick and misty weather, and at times a dense fog, both before 
and after passing the Aleutian group; the thermometer ranging between 36° 
and 4,2°. 

On the 29th, at 4- P. M. we made Point Rodney, and at midnight rounded 
Point Spencer, into Port Clarence. 

I found the " Plover" rigged and hauled out into the fairway for coming out 
of Grandey Harbour, her officers and crew in good health; not a single case of 
scurvy having occurred during the past winter, which had been late, but not 
severe. In pursuance of instructions received by me from the Commander-in-

reS \, and. Chief, I inspected the cn-w, and directed the removal of those officers and men 
E~\Or.u .----::(\ who were desirous of being relieved from Arctic service, and held a survey on 
\ ~ ~,a\\~ the rest; I also ordered a survey to be held on the ship, both hull and masts, 
"E A.~ and the necessary surveys on stores in charge of officers superseded; reports on 
~nc\osures 3,1\\ all of which I transmit herewith, numbered 1, 2, 3, 4 and 4, A. B. and C. 

~ 3. It having been reported to me that the whole of the preserved meats on 
~ board the" Plover," amounting to upwards of IO,ooolbs. (with the exception of 

6501bs. supplied from Deptford, the loth December 1847, the contractor's name 
~ unknown), \vere of Mr. Goldner's contract, I directed a survey to be held 
~ on them, a report of which I forward; they were found to be totally unfit for 

use. This was a yery unfortunate oeCUlTcnee, as in the cwnt of this ship having 
been obliged to winter at Port Clarence, there would have been a serious 
deficiency of this article of provisions. 

4. On the 12th July, the ,. Plover" h<lvinO' been well caulked outside and 
c~mpleted the crew and provisions (a,:; shown~in the accompanying docu~ents, 

Enclosures 5, and. Nos. 5 A. and 6), proceeded to sea. I enclose coPY of Commander Maquire's 
;, A. ----::-- ~etter to me, and of the or~ers issue~ by ~e to him·; his letter will expl~n his 
~~u~ _~:----- Inten,ded m?de ~f prOCeedI?g, ~l!-d It beIng very desirable that I should com
E~\O~:re s: -- mUlucate WIth hun after hIS VISIt t~ Point BaiTow (more particularly as it had 

been strongly report~d by the nat:w .. , that the •. Enterprize" had wintered 
~here). and as much tl~e would be saved by meeting the ,. Plover" in this ship, 
Instead of her ret.llrnmg to Port Clarpnce, I determined to follow til<' former 
COUfS(" and appomted a rendezvous off' ('3pt' Lisburne, on the :!tl August, 

Captain 
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!Japtain Moore vo!unte~red t~ go in the" Plover," to which I willingly acceded, 
m the hope that hIS advIce mIght be of service to lieutenant Vernon, during the 
absence of Commander Maguire. I lent 10 men to the "Plover," until the .e 
return of ?er boats, and also complied with Commander Maguire's request to take ~ 
Mr. Martm, late second master, and Mr. Forster, assistant surgeon, with him; E 
those officers having zealously volunteered their services. ~ 

5. On the 13th July, the "Harvest," of New Bedford, American whaler, AlIlPrican Ships 
. arrived and confirmed the account of the loss of the ships named in the marain; "Huntress," 

h· d h d b b' d b I' to " ~lt·tacom .. a t If a een urne y ler crew; no hves were lost in any of them. Six of .. \,. . .. ' 
th f th "H " h d .. d ,anen. e crew 0 e arvest a mutIme, and at the written request of the 
master (coI?Y enclosed,* No. 11), I took out of her William Cox, an Englishman, • Not prinUd. 
who was Said to be the leader of the party. The" Harvest" had not been through 
th~ Straits, nor had she communicated with any vef;sd that had been through 
thIS season, so that I could obtain no' information of the state of the ice in the 
Arctic Sea. 

6. I have left a cache of two months' provisions for 40 men at Grantley 
Harbour, and placed notices at four different points; Point Spencer, south spit of 
Grandey Harbour, and two in the harbour, near the Plover's winter quarters; 
there are also 30 tons of coals left in the Plover storehouse, 10 of which were 
landed from the " Dredalus" last 'year, and 20 from the "Amphitrite" this 
year. 

7. On the 2flth, we dropped down to Point Spencer; on the 31st sailed from 
Port Clarence, and passed through the Straits the same evening in a dense fog. 
On the 2d August, we made Cape Lisburne, but did not reach the point of 
rendezvous until the 4th, in consequence of light winds and calm; on the 5th, 
the "Plover" arrived, her boats not having returned. Lieutenant Yernon's E 
letter gives his reasons for having left Icy Cape, which place had been appointed. ~ 
by Commander Maguire for the ship to meet him. As only four days had elapsed 
from the estimated time of Commander Maguire's return, I considered, that 
leaving the rendezvous had been somewhat premature, and that the "Plover" 
should certainly have remained until a boat could have been ;;ent OIl shore for 
information, in which case the party would have been found there; therefore, 
having supplied the "Plover" With the stream anchor of this ship, a boat and 
crew with Mr. Jones, second master (and Lieutenant Moresby, who volunteered hill 
services), I directed Lieutenant Vernon to proceed again to ley Cape, and if the 
boats were not there, to examine the coast to the northward, inteuding to send 
a boat from this ship to examine between Cape Lisburne and Icy Cape. On 
the 6th, we communicated with two American whalers, from both of which infor-
mation was received, that the "Bengal" American whaler had seen the boats 
on the 4th, pulling off to her from Icy Cape; but the ship being in four fathoms 
water, and much sea runniug, she did not wait for them, and they returned to the 
shore. Being now assured of the safety of the boats, I immediately made sail in 
pursuit of the "Plover," and came up with her early the following morning; 
upon a consideration of all circumstances, I resol ved to take the "Amphitrite" 
to Icy Cape, and having appointed a rendezvous in latitude 70" ~., longitude 
164 0 W., we continued our course for that cape. Upon our arrival there on the 
9th, several guns were fired (the first time, no doubt, that those shores had echoed 
the booming of an eight-inch gun); but there was no answering signal, and I 
began to fear, either that the information was incorrect, or that. the boats had 
gone to the southward; a baidar, with some natives, soon came ofr, and con-
firmed the latter supposition. 

I sent Lieutenant Stainforth on shore, who brought off a notice which had E l 
been buried by Commande~ Maguire, st~ting tl~at he had .left on the ~th for ~ 
Cape Lisburne. Icy Cape IS a bad rendezvous eIther for shIp or boat, difficult . 
to make, unless in clear weather, with extensive shoals oft· it, on which, with a 
fresh breeze, there is an irregular and broken sea, dangerous for boats. 

8. We mace sail filr the "Plover's 'J rendezvous. and though the fog' was very 
dense as we approached it, we managed by continued. signal gun~, to which she 
replied, to close her about noon of the 10th; I haIled her, to follow to Cape 
Lisburne. and remain at that rendezvous two or three day:-. At 4. A.M. ~f .the 
12th, we reached Cape Lisburne, and soon after had the pleasure of recelvlDg 
Co;tumander Maguire and his partv on board, aU well. Had we been an hour 

8:.!. . H 3 later. 
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later the boats could not have been launched, as the wind shifted to the west
ward' blowin'" fresh. We remained off the Cape till the 16th, when the" James 
,:\1<111;"," Amoerican "haler, was boarded, and i~formation. obt~ined. that the 
" Plo~'er" was seen from that vessel on the prevIOUS mornmg, m latItude 68°, 
standir.O' to the S. W., and 1 was most reluctantly forced to the conclusion, that 
she was

o 
making the best of her way to the ~traits. Accordingly sai.l was made 

in the same direction: we passed the straIts on the] 7th, and arrIved at Port 
Clarence on the eveninO' of the 18th, where we found t.he "Plover," she havino. 

arrived that morninO'. i having examined her log book and chart, I called upo~ 
Lieutenant Vernon t~ explain why he had not complied with my orders. I cannot 
say that I consiuer his explanation satisfactory; to his letter, I have appended 
an extract from the" Plover's" log book. 

On the 19th and 20th, the carpenters and blacksmith of this ship were 
employed in restocking an anchor for the "Plover," and taking out, repairing 
and replacing the pipes of the round-houses, which were broken, and caused 
leakage when the vessel pitched. Having been again fitted up with coals and 
provisions, and supplied with an additional quantity of preserved meats, she 
sailed for Point Barrow at 5 A. M. of the 21 st. 

10. Commander l\Iaguire's despatch gives an account of his proceedings from 
the time of his first leaving Port Clarence. 

11. Should it be intended to keep the "Plover" at Point Barrow a second 
winter, I think it would not be advisable to move her from hp,r winter quarters, 
as there is not a certainty every year of her being able to regain them. 

12. No tidings have been heard of the" Enterprize" or "Investigator." 
Our intercourse with the natives was invariablv amicable; thev do not so readily 

.I 01 " 

traffic for tobacco as formerly, the American whale :ohips having supplied them 
so largely with it, that it has no longer the same value; the things most desired 
now, are firearms and spirits; a small American bark from San Francisco arrived 
at Port Clarence the 28th of August, having those articles on board for barter. 

13. As there was a continuance of remarkably fine weather for a fortnight 
after the" Plover" sailed, there can be very little doubt that she reached her 
destination safely. Feeling satisfied of this, and having fully executed all the 
orders comprised in my instructions, I sailed from Port Clarence on the 6th 
Sept0mber; we had a good run to the Aleutian Islands, the wind then shifted to 
the southward with thick weather, but we fortunately got sight of Seguam, which 
enabled us to beat through between that island and Amoukta on the 1 Ith Sep
tember; this is an additional proof of the safety of that chan'nel. 

14. \Ve arrived at this port on the 1st October, and found lying here Her 
Majesty's Ship" Thetis ;" she sailed for Yancouver's Island on the ·5th. Accord
ing to my instructions fr.om the Co.mmander-in-Chief, I am to proceed from hence 
along the coast of MeXICO, touchmg at the ports and also at Realejo Central 
America, on my way to Valparaiso. ' 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Charles Frederick, Captain. 

----------- ~-

Enclosure 1, in No. -l~. 

Her Majesty's Ship " Amphitrite," 
_ -, .. . Port Clarence, 1 July ISS:!. 

1\1 DIO.-I T I.~ my (lirectlOll that you dlscharo-e the persons named on the tl 'd h f 
t· H :\1· - t' I' d '" 0 ler SI e ereo, 
rom er, aJl'~ Y s s ~IP un er your command to Her Majesty's shi "Am hitrite" for the 

reasons exprcfsed agall1st their names. P p , 

'I'll Commander l\iaguire, 
lit·)" i\lajesty's ship" Plowr," 

(signed) Charles Frederick, 
Captain and Senior Officer. 

II SC~'lllell. I· (F 
a Private", R. ~J. ). Lea ling at own request.) or passage to Com

l mander-in-Chief. 
I Able seaman invalided. 
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Enclosure 1 A., in No. 42. 

LIST of Officers and Men reoeived from Her Majesty's Ship" Plover," on board Her Majesty's Ship " Amphitrite," 

for reasons expressed against their Names. 

N A 1\1 E S. 

T. E. L. Moore -

Henry Martin -

John J. Lindsay 

Thomas B. Forster 

Rating. 

Captain -

Second master 

Paymaster and 
Purser. 

Assistant sur
geon. 

- Thomas Bourchier - Acting second 
Master. 

John Wager 

George Chapple 

John Gilbert 

John Bushridge -

hmes Kirkaldy -

Henry Thornley 

Henry Carr -

Thomas Brooker 

lJenry Norkett -

Henry Michell -

George Stephens 

George K. Harris 

Thomas Kilberl'y 

Emanuel Weeks 

John H. Lawson 

A.B. 

A. B. 

Private marine 

Quartermaster 

- Boatswains mate 

A.B. 

A. B. 

Private marine 

Quartermaster 

Sailmaker -

- Captain main
top. 

- Captain's steward 

Quartermaster 

Private marine 

A.B. 

Age. 

- I 

33 

28 

21 

26 

30 

2.5 

30 

2G 

28 

23 

28 

Length of 
Service 

in 
" Plover." 

Yr •• Mos. 

4 G 

4 7 

4 6 

- 10 

1 10 

- 10 

- 10 

- 10 

4 6 

1 10 

1 10 

1 10 

110 

- 10 

- 10 

- 10 

- 10 

- 10 

- 10 

- 10 

From what 

Ship received in 

" Plover." 

Commission 

Commission 

Appointment 

" Dredalus" 

" Herald" -

" Dredalus" 

" Dredalus" 

" Dredulus" 

Shore 

" Herald" -

"Herald" -

" Herald" -

"Herald" -

" Dredalus" 

" Dredallls" 

" Dredalus" 

" Dredalus" 

" Dredalus" 

" Dredalus" 

" Dredulus" 

Reasons for Leaving. 

Superseded on promo
tion. 

Superseded 

Superseded on promo
tion. 

Alteration in establish-
ment. 

HOl\' to b. di.posed of. 

For pa8MS'C to Eng. 
land. 

- - seven years abroad, 
and he has served three 
years from England; 
no desire to continue JI 
sen ing in Ardie Seas. 

Own request; no de
sire to continue 
serving in Arctic 
Seils. 

1" AmpilitJ'ite," liS par 
J ('olllpll:'llIent. 

l 

For rlisposlIl of Com 
mandpr-in-Chief, five 
years servitude 

lFor disposal of ('om 
i mander-in-Chief; no 
I vacancies in " Am 

phitrite" for these 
rating~. 

Invalided for frost- Forpassuge to England 
bite. 

'. To be discharg-ed on " Plovcr'~" return from northward. 

Dated on board Her l\IIajf"Qty'., SJlip " Ampllirrite," at Port Clarence, the 3d day of July 1852. 

(8igned) C/tarlrs Frederick, Captnin. 

Enclosure 2, in No. 42, 

By Charles Frederick, Esq., Captain commanding Her Majesty's Ship" Amphitrite," 
and Senior Naval Officer present. 

To Captain T. E. L. Moore, Commanding" Plover," 

You are hereby required and directed to repair on board Her Majesty's I;hip " Plover," 
at 1 P.}!., and in conjunction with me, to carefully examine all the officers, seamen and 
marines belonging to the said ship. as to the state of health they are in, and their physical 
capability to serve in the A rctic Seas during the ensuing winter. 

Given on board Her Majesty's ship" Amphitrite," at Port Clarence, the 30th day of 
June It';':!. 

Commander and Surgeon 
appointed to H. M. S. " Plover," 

and Surgeon and Assistant-surgeon, 
H. M. S. "Amphitrite." 

------------------
H4 

(signed) Charles Frederifk. 

Enclosure 
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Enclosure 2 A., in No. 42. 

PACIFIC STATIO:'>. 

PURSU.~NT to an order from Charles Frederick, Esq., Captain commanding Her Majesty's Ship II Amphitrite" and senior naval officer present, we whose names are hereunto subscribed, have been on board Her Majesty" Ship" Plover," and havi.ng carefully an~ strictly examined. the officers. and men. undel'-mentioned, as lothe stale of health they are In, and as to their physical capabIlity to serve m the Arctic Seas during lbe ensuing winter, do make the following Report of the result of our proceedings:-
- -----

LeDgth of ! 
Physically capable 

From whence or incapaul~ 
;\. AM E S. Quality. Age. Service ! to serve in A retic Seaa RJ:IIU.us. 

in U Plover. ,. I received. during 
ensuing Winter. 

______ 4 - . --- ---

Yrs. 11108. 

E. H. Vernon - I Lieutenant 10 " Dredalus" 
G. J. Gordon Acting mate 10 " Dlledalus" 

I John Soath I Acting carpenter 3:) " ] lerald" - I . - 10 - I 
John l\latthews 

I 

- I Gunner's-mate - 42 10 " Herald" 
George Staker - i A. B. - - 0- 10 " Herald" -, 
,James Faithful - ! Gunroom steward I 41 10 " Dredalus" 
Henry Stewart 

I I 

- i A. H. 2G 10 " Dreualus" 
John Berry A. B. 31 10 " Dredalus" 
William Martin - A. B. 28 10 " Dredalus" 
Hugh M'Dowall - Ship's cook 38 10 " Dredalus" 
G. Heydon Captain main-top 27 10 " Dredalus" 
John Sanders - Captain forecastle 30 10 t, Dredalus" Capable - - - to remain in Her Majesty" 
Robert 1\1' Farlan A. B. 24 10 " Dredalus" 

Ship" Plover," being phy-
sically capable of serving in 

Alexander Kerr - A. B. 29 10 " Dredalus" 
Arctic Seas during winter, 
and being desirous of 110 Patriek Morgan - C. Crew - 32 10 " Dredalus" doing. 

Thomas Johnson - Serjeant - 31 4 8 Head-quarters, 
(signed) Charles Frederick, 

Chatham. 
Captain and 

Senior Officer, David Bell- Corporlll .2 • 8 Head -quarters, 
Chatham. 

William Heard - Corporal 26 10 " Dreualus" 
E. Clark Private 26 10 c, Dredalus" 
Robert Diamond - Private 27 10 c, Dredalus" 
Samuel Gould Captain's cook 35 10 " Dredalus" 

Dated on board Her Majesty's Ship ., PI .. P over, at .ort Clarence, the 30th June 1852. 
(Ilgned) Charles Frederick Captain} H M S 

James Vaughan, Surgeon, ' "Am·phitri~." 
Thol. E. L. lUoor~, Commander 

Captain H. M. S. " piover." 
:ioh~rf Maguire, Commander,1 appointed to H. M. S. 

'.mpsor. (B.), Surgeon, f " Plover." 
John Lutton Palmer, Assistant-Burgeon, H. M. S. 

" Amphitrite," supernumerary. 

Enciosure 
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Enclosure 3, in No. 42. 

By Charles Frederick, Esq., Captain commanding Her Majesty's Ship" Amphitrite," 
and Senior Naval Officer present. 

6.) 

You are hereby r;quired and directed to repair on board Her Majesty's ship" Plover," 
and there hold a stnct and careful survey into the state and condition of the hull and masts 
of the said ship, reporting to me fully the result of your proceedings herein. 

Given on board Her Majesty's ship "Amphitrite," at Port Clarence, the 1st day of 
July 1852. 

The Commander and Acting Carpenter of 
H. M. S. " Plover," and 

The Senior Lieutenant, Mailter Carpenter, and 
One Carpenter's Mate 

of H. M. S. " Amph itrite." 

(signed) Charles Frederick. 

Enclosure 3 A., in No. 42. 

Pursuant to an Order from Charles Frederick, Esq., Captain commanding Her l\Iajesty's 
Ship" Amphitrite," and Senior Naval Officer present, 

WE, whose names are hereunto subscribed, have been on board Her Majesty's ship 
"Plover," and have there held a full, strict and carefui survey into the state and condition 
of the hull and masts of the said ship, and do make the following report of the result of our 
proceedings; viz. 

1st. That having bored into the ship on both outer sides, from the ice-chock to the 
copper, we found the doubling to be good; the planking inside the doubling to be 
defective about one inch on its outside; the timbers on the quarters, midships anti bows 
to be good; those o.ntler the fore and main channels to be partly defective, but service
able. Also, that the ship requires caulking outside. 

2d. That the bread-room having been cleared, we bored into the stemson, breast
hooks, and timbers on the starboard bows, and found them to be all good, with the 
exception of one defective timber on the starboard bow. 

ad. That the starboard locker from the captain's cabin, having been cleared and 
bored into, the timbers were found to be good. 

4th. That the magazine having been cleamd, the timbers, stemson and transoms 
were bored into, and found to be good. 

5th. That the masts were examined, and found to be good. 

We, therefore, are of opinion that the hull and masts of Her Majesty's ship" Plover" 
are in a serviceable state and condition. 

Dated on board Her l\'lajesty's ship" Plover," at Port Clarence, the ad day of July 
lS[)2. 

(signed) Rochfm·t Magui.re, 
Commander. 

John Seath, 
Acting Carpenter. 

Fairfax Moresby, 
Lieutenant, Senior, SUpY. 

Wm H. Crane, 
Master. 

James Frazer, 
Carpenter, 

Wm. Charters, 
Carpenter's Mate. 

Enclosure 4, in No. 42. 

By Charles Frederick, Esq., Captain commanding Her Majesty's Ship" Amphitrite," and 
Senior Naval Officer present. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed on board Her ~ajesty's ship" Plover/' 
and there hold a strict and careful survey on the preserved meats In charge of Mr. Ed.wIn 
Jago, Clerk in Charge of the said ship, reporting to me fully the result of your proceedmgs 
herein. 

82. I In 

Procpedings of 
Captain Charle~ 
Frederick. 
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In the performance of this service, strict attention is called to Admiralty Circulars, Nos. 
89 and 95. 

Given on board the" Amphitrite," at Port Clarence, the 3d day of July 1852. 

. (siO'ned) Charles Frederick, ., , 
The Master, Sur~eon and Paymaster Captain. 

of H .1\1. S. " Amphitrite;' and 
Surgeon and late Clerk in Charge 

of H. ~\I.S. " Plover." 

Enclosure 4 A .. in 1'\0. 42. 

I:> pursuance of an order from Charles FTederick, Esq.~ Captain of Her Majesty's Ship 
"Amphitrite," dated 3d July 18~2, we, thp. un.derslgned, have been on board Her 
1\-J ajesty's sloop" Plover," and havmg taken a strict and careful survey of the preserved 
meats therein referred to, we find the same to be as follows:-

Dates; Store· marks 

on Packages. 

Marked. 

No. I Contents. 

Actual 
Weight or 
Contents. 

lbs. lbs. 

REP 0 R T T n ERE 0 N. 

~ 0 date. on the canis- none 10,570 10,570 - - Preserved Bll'at" 10,570 Ibs. in tin canisters, 
which appear to have been supplied to Her Mil.' 
jesty's ship" Plover" from Her Majesty's ship 
" Herald" on 17 September 1 850, and of the 
contract of I\Ir. Goldner. After a very minute 
examination of I,ClOO lbs. of the said preserved 
meats, we fonnd it in a pulpy, decayed and pu. 
trid state, and totally unfit for men's food. We 
are therefore of opinion that the remainder are 
in the same condition, and that as the same 
cannot possibly be returned into store, we recom. 
mend that the .. ",hole should be thrown overboard 
into the ~ea, as being a nuisance. We have left 
the whole of the said preserved meats in charge 
of the clerk in charge, and we have taken this 
survey with such strict care and accuracy, that 
we are willing', if requiTl'!d, to make declaration 
to the impartiality and correctness of' our pro
ceedings. 

ters, but the only 
marks were the labels 
of Mr. Goldner; the 
canisters having been 
stowed in bulk. 

Given under our hands on board" Plover," at Port Clarence, this 3d July 1852. 

Approved, 

(signed) 

(signed) Wm. H. Crane, 
Master. 

James Vaughan, 
~urgeon. 

J. W ... 'Haddock, 
Paymaster. 

John Simpson (b.), 
Surgeon. 

John J. Lindsay, 
Paymaster. 

Roclifort Jlaguire, Commander. 

l 'i ";,; 

j
,;i ~ .-..... :.. 
-~ 

Approved,-Recommendation of surveying officers to be carried into effect. 

(signed) Charles Frederick, Captain H. M. S. " Amphitrite," 
and Senior Officer. 

,\Ve do hereby certify that the .said pr~served meats, condemned in the fore oin re rt 
of survey, were thrown overboard m our presence this 3d July 1852. g g po 

(signed) W. H. Crane, ):-:; 
Ma!'ter. .,. .";:: 

Jall.es Vaughan rl~ .~ , :;:g-,= 
Surgeon. . Q. 

J. W. Maddock, :t E 
Paymaster. :: 

John Simpson (b.) 1'::' , fh ... 
Surgeon. . ~ 

John J. Lindsay, J~.,g 
---_________ Paymaster. ::r::~ 
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Enclosure 5, in No. 42. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Amphitrite," 
. Port Clarence, 1 July 1852. 

MEMO.-HAVING directed the persons nam{'d on the other side hereof t b d' h d 
f om Her MaJ' t' h' "A h" " H ' 0 e ISC arge r . . es y s S Ip mp Itnte to er Majesty's ship" Plover," as part complement 
you Will receive and beal' them accordingly. 

(signed) Charles Frederick, 
Captain and Senior Officer. 

12 s~amen '\ V olun~eer~d for s~rvice, and physit.:ally capable of 
3 pllvates, R. M. J servlIlg m Arctic Sea~, durmg ensuing winter, 

Commander Maguire, 
H.M,S. "Plover." 

Enclosure 5 A., in No. 42. 

LIST of Seamen and Marines discharged from Her Majesty's Ship " Amphitrite" to Her Majesty 

Ship" Plover," at Port Clarence, the 2d July 1852. 

N A ME. Quality. 

John M'Gra A.B. 

Joseph Paigan - A. B. 

William Rickm an A. B. 

John Bright A.B. 

Walter Daw Ordinary 

David Dunstall Captain mast. -
Germon Edwards A. B. 

William Chambers - Boatswain's mate 

Edward Sutton A.B, 

Thomas Walton A.B. 

James Hatcher - A.B. 

Robert Bakel' - 8ailmaker's crew 

James Hickley Private 

John Cork Private, 3d class 

John Thomas - Private -

Age. 

~3 

29 

29 

24 

21 

32 

27 

27 

25 

23 

27 

2:1 

29 

24 

34 

Physically capable 
of serving 

in Arctic Seas 
during 

en!oluing Winter. 

Capable -

REMARKS. 

- - \' olunteel's for 
Aretic service in 
" Plover," 

Dated 00 board the "Amphitrite," at Port Clarence, the 3d July IS5:? 

(sig'ned) ChGl'{es Frederick, 
Captain. 

Euclosure i, in No. 42. 

Jame. Vaughan, 
Surgeon. 

John L. Palmer, 
Assistant Surg·eon. 

John Simpson (B.), Surgeon, 
H. M. S. " Plover." 

Her Majesty's Ship" Plover," Port Clarence, 

Proceedings of 
Captain Charles 
Frederick. 

Sir, 11 July 1852. 
TH E equipment of Her Majesty's sllip "Plover," being now complete (her defects having 

been made good by artificers from Her Majesty's ship" Amphitrite," and being victualled 
as per state and condition herewith transmitted), I beg leave to report to you, that I am in 
all respects ready to proceed in execution of my instructions from the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty. 

Their LordshIps have directed me in the first instance to place a reserve of provisions 
at Michaelowsky, in ]\orton Sound; but this I consider anticipated by Commander Moore 
havin~ left at that station last year a quantity of provisions, sufficiellt for 40 men fOl' t.wo 
months; this enables me to provide for winter quarters at Point Barrow at once, for WllI~h 
I propose leavin!!, with the first favourable wind that offers. intending to make the" mam 
park," as far to the l1'1rt h-l'Jst as Icy Cape, if possible. 

82. I .~ From 
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From that station, or the most advanced that I can reach, I.~urpose leaving the ship with 
two boats manned with four officers and 12 men, and proVIsIOned for 40 days. for Point 
Barrow t~ ascertain its fitness for a winter station. 
Havi~g performed this service, and examined all the remarkable headlands in that vicinity 

for traces of Captain Collinson's expedition, I shall return to the •• Plover," and, with hp.r 
use the utmost endeavour to reach the rendezvous appointed by you off Cape Lisburne' 
where you propose to meet the" PI.over" in Her Majesty's ship " Am~hitrite," in order t~ 
save the time that would be otherWise lost, had I to return to you at this portl. and to admit 
of my reaching my winter quarters prior to the setting in of the strong winds and foul 

weather. 
In order to carry the above service the more efficiently into execution, I have to request 

that you will be pleased to lend me 10 men from Her Majesty's ship" Amphitrite," to assist 
in the navigation of the" Plover" during the absence of her boats; also that the experience 
of Mr. ,\1 artin, the Second Master of the" Plover," may be made available, I wouid suggest 
his being lent for the time, as well as Mr. Forster, Assistant Surgeon (both of them volun-' 
teers), that the" Plover" might not be left without a medical officer during the absence of 
Mr. John Simpson, Surgeon, whom I intend taking with me in the boats to Point Barrow. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Rochfort Maguire, 

Commander. 
Captain Charles Frederick, 

Her Majesty's Ship" Amphitrite." 

Enclosure 8, in No. 42. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Amphitrite," Port Clarence, 
11 July 1852. 

I\IEMO.--:-As you have reported to me that Her Majesty's ship" Plover," under your 
command, IS III all respect~ rea?y for the se~'vice on which she has been ordered, you will 
proceed as soon as convement m the executIOn of the mstructions received by you from the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

On your return ~i'om Point Barrow, you will meet the" Amphitrite" 15 miles west 
(mag.) from Cape Lisburne on the 2d Aurrust next. 

~n the event of yo'!r fallin~ ill with .H~r M.ajesty's ship" Enterprize," or finding her at 
Pomt Ba~row, you Will. acquamt Captam Collmson that it is my wish that there should be 
no ~elay In y.~ur reachl~lg, t~,e appomted rendezvous, as [ do not consider it desirable that 
~ shIp of the Amphltnte s draught of water should be kept in the Arctic Sea Ion O'er than 
IS absolutely necessary. c 

(signed) Charles Frederick, 
Commander Marruire, 

Her Majesty's Ship ·'fPlover." 
Captain and Senior Officer. 

Enclosure 9, in No. 42. 

MEMo.-IN. c?mpliance .with the request contained in your letter of this day's date, you 
have my I?ermIsslOn .to re,tam Mr. Martin, Second Master, and Mr. T. B. Forster, Assistant 
Surgeon, m Her Majesty s ship under your command, as supernumeraries for victuals. 

(signed) Charles Frederick, 
Commander Maguire, 

Her J\J ajesty's Ship" Plover." 
Captain and Senior Officer. 

Enclosure 10, in No. 42. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Amphitrite," Port Clarence, 

l\IEMo I r . h 11 July 1852. 
rlirect~d .~~ ~l~~~P ~n~e '~ltf the ~quest ~ontained .in your letter of this clay's date, I have 
Majesty's ship " PI~ve~ "en d rom . er Ms,)esty's ship " Amphitrite " to do duty in Her 

un er yom command; you wll~ receIve and bear them accordingly. 

Commander Maguire, (SIgned) C~arles F,rer(erick, 
Her Majesty's Ship" Plover." Captam and Semor Officer. 

Enclosure 12, in No. 42. 

Sir, Her Majesty's Ship •• Plover," at Sea, 

I HAVE the honour to report to ou th H . ,5.August 1852. 
Cape on the 19th ultimo at 4 AMY Th at h er Majesty s ~hIP " Plover" arrived oft'Icy 
ing in lat. 70· 23' N., lo;g. 1600'10' ,,'. ~ anc or was ~et go m 13 fath?ms, by th~ reck~m
strong from S. and W. with mist and "I ' / abou~ 12 ::tIles cff shore; wmd at the tIme bemg 

The launch and giO' were then ot c e: ,veere ca ~ to 3? fathom!;'. 
with the intention ol"proceeding fa ex~u :eadpy,.andBbemg Victualled for 40 davs, shoved off 
~., amIDe omt arrow Com d 11.[ '. M J h 
dmps2n (~l1rs:eonl, and eight men bein in th I . ' man er 1> ~gU1re, r. 0 n 
Hull (~econd ~Ia~ters), with four men i;the ~cr aUjch, Messrs. Henry ~lartl\1 alld Thomas A. 

g c' ust at the moment of the boats shoving off, 
ship 
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sllip pitching: heavi.1y, the cable parted at the anchor shackle; immediately hove in cable Proceedings of 
and made saIl, hauhng to the westward, so as to ensure an offing should the wind change to Captain Charles 
N. W. The boats were soon lost sight of in the mist, running to the N. E. In about Frederick. 
an hour and a half after the boats had started, the wind and sea had increased to such a 
degree that I have great doubts ~hether the boats could possibly have survived it. This 
idea ha!'\ kept us allm a most pamful state of anxiety. By about noon the" Plover" was 
standing through heavy sailing ice. (then proceeded to Cape Lisburne in hopes of meetin<T 
Her Majesty's !'\hip " Amp~litrite," it being my intention to have made application to you fo~ 
a boat to search the coast, If the party were not forthcomin<T at the appointed time. 

Having waited ~ff Cape Lisburne till the latest day (:!9th) that Commander Maguire's 
orders woul~ permIt me, I made the. best of my way to Tcy Cape, but the wind being from 
the N. E., dId not reach that place tIll the afternoon of the 3d instant, where, having stood 
in as clos~ to the .shore as could ?e done with safety, I satil'fied myself that they were not 
there. EIght native tents were pItched close to the cape, but I had nQ boat which I could 
send with safety to communicate with them. 

The wind was fresh f~om N. E., I therefore determined to return without delay io the 
rendezvous off Cape LIsburne (the rest of the officers having fully concurred with me in 
its being the best course to be I.'ursued), to request you would provide me with additional 
men, and a boat of sufficient size to search the coast, in the event of their having been 
stranded. 

I beg leave further to remark, that, where time is so all important an ohject, the dull sail
ing of the " Plover" renders the satisfactory execution of any piece of service with her 
exceedingly doubtful, and would, therefore, propose that a boat (or two, if they can possibly 
be spared) should be despatched from Cape Lisburne, which, by at once starting in tine 
weather, would, by keeping near the coast, be enabled to land, and be hauled up on the 
first approach of foul weather. 

From the fact of its having blown hard from the northward and eastward about the time 
the boats might have been ~xpected near Icy Cape on their return, I consider it quite pos
sible they might have been driven past the rendezvull>', and would, therefore, advocate the 
coast beino- examined thoroughly, even to the southward of Icy Cape. In the mean time 
the " Plov~r" might either remain off Cape Lisburne or follow the boats as far as Icy Cape, 
as you might deem most expedient. 

Permit me, Sir, in conclusion, to express my perfect readiness to go in charge of the 
boats in search. 

Captain Charles Frederick, 
Hel' Majesty's Ship" Amphitrite." 

I have, &c. 
(signed) C. E. H. Vernon, 
Lieut. of Her Majesty's :-'hip " Plover." 

Enclosure 13, in No. 42. 

Icy Cape, 5 A U2"llst 1852. 
THE boats of the" Plover" left her on the 19th July 185:!, and got to Wainwright's 

Inlet the same night; leaving' that place on the f:vening of the 20th, they touched at Sea
horse Islands on the :!lst, and arrived at Point Barrow on the morning of the 2~d. Having 
found a place suitable for the ship to winter in, ~he boats left Point Barrow on their r~turn 
the evening of the 2~t.h, calling at C?ape Frankh~ (where they.erected a ~ar~ an~ buned a 
small cache of prOVISIons) on the mght of the ~.)th, and touchlllg at Walllwnght,.; Inlet on 
the evening of the 26th. The night of the 27th was passed under the lee of a spit, 11 
miles east ofIcy Cape, and on the 28th the boats were tracked to Icy <?ape, and there l~allled 
up at 1 ~ P.~!. Up to the!3d August it .olew .so hard from the N. E. WIth a heavy surf, th,~t 
the boats could not be launched. Havlllg given the above sketch of our crUise, I leave thIS 
notice to inform the finder that I expected to meet the" Plover" in the offing on the 30th 
.July, and having now waited for her seven full days in vain, and having onl~,17 davs' pro,: 
visions at two-thirds allowance, I feel compelled to proceed to look for the Ampllltnte 
at Cape Lisburne, where I hope to arrive, weather permitting, on t1~e 9th instant; and in 
the event of not finding her there, two days after I shall proceed With the boats to Port 
Clarence. 

(signed) R. ~Magllire, 
Commander of" Plover." 

Enclosure 14, in No. 42. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Amphitrite," Port Clarence, 
20 August 185:2. 

MEMo.-Having ascertained from the" Plover's" log book that she re~ained only ~4 
hours off Cape Lisburne, and did not once make the rendezv~us, I ~Iave to de~lre that you w~lI 
give me a written statement of your reasons for not complyIng with my orders to remam 
there two or three days. 

Lieut. E. H. Vernon, 

(signed) CltaTles Frederick, 
C31'tl in, or :Senior Officer. 

Ber 1\1 ~jesty's Ship" Plover." 
---------------------------

I 3 Enclosure 
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Enclosure J.! A., in No . ..J.~. 

Her l\lajesty's Ship " Plover," Port Clarence, 
Sir 20 August 1852. 

IN rei)ly to your memo~andum of tl,l,e 20th illst~nt, ca\li~g upon. ~e ~~ report my pl'oceed~ 
in<ts in Her Majesty's slup "Plover after meetmg the Amphltnte on the luth day of 
A~!.:u-;t. I beg to state that I arrived off Cupe Lisburne on the ~fternoo~, of the 12th, and 
~el!i·l1" the "Aillphitrite," despatched a boat to search for InfOl'lliatlOn respecting the 
'0 no~er's" boats, und n.ot fiue.ling any. on the 13th. ::>tood out ahout 12 miles S. W: o{Cape 
Lisburne, where [ remall~e~, till ull~llIght. w~e.n the weather. became so threatening that, 
consiuering the " Plover s dull saIlmg qualities, I deemed It necessary for her safety to 
aet a better offing, and, consequently, proceeded abuut 30 miles further to the westward. 
b On the 14th, the weather.stiU being very thick, with a prospect of i.ts ~ontInuing so, and 
thinking that the" Amphitrite must have left for Port Clarence, I felt It my duty to pro
ceed to that place with all possible despatch. which I accordingly did. With respect to a 
rendezvous, I beg respectfully to inform y()U that I never received !lily directions as to the exact 
pusition. I t \\"~IS only by hearsay that i lIas given to understand that 15 miles west (wh~ 
ther true or magnetic was not known) of Cape Lisburne, was the one appointed. 

I have, &c. 

C'lpLIIlI Chad~~ FreJerick, 
Hcr }1aI"""Y\ Slll~" Amphitrite." 

(signed) C. E. H. Vernon, 
Lieut. Her Majcsty's Ship" Plovel'." 

Enclosure l..J. B., III No. 42. 

HER MAJESTY'S SIIIP, "PLOVEll." 

____ T_I_I_U_RSDAY, 12 AUGt.S'~~'~:!' ___ \ F. 

_~ ... J~:.J~I~RSES. I Wl:'>DS. 

w. 
Barometer. 

Thermometer. I REMARKS. 

2 s. W. 

1~~1-6 --:-::-::-
N.W.hyW. I 

2 ! 

300, .. (main top·gallant >ail. 

: :!4 fms. Wore; set jib and main tryoail. 

2 

W. by;\. ·A.~1. 

2 

3 2 

4 2 5 

5 Soutb. W. LrS. 

6 2 :) We,t. 24 fm~ 

7 2 ;, 
84" ;), pu patent :Jg over; 900. out ree 8 0 

8 a 5 " 
top~ail~ ; 1000. set fore top·gallant .ail; 

" " .. 
9 3 5 

• 10 30 ... t fore· topmast studdiug ••• il; 1\ 00. 
• up royal ) d I'll .. , and '3et tbe sails; 11 00" 

10 4 - !-d tup-g,.dbut :,tuJOWl!:' ~ail~. 

I II 5 - I 
I 

I 
I 

12 :> :. I 
I 18 fms. Leakage in :!4 hours, II J inch ..... 

-------- I 
Cnll!:\(, and 

I 
, 

i>istanc';!. Lat. DR. I Lat. Obs. Var. alld• Long. Chro. Water Rem. Daily T rue Be~rings and D~stance'l No. on 
-

Long. DR. -- Expend. 
S. 7:;-' \\".3.'f), I 

-- i - -- -- -- Sick L;'I. 

Currl'llc. : 6945 I 
Gall. -- Cape L .. hurne, S. ~'E. I --

6942 
I 

35) 16633 16604 4.094 50 49 mil .... None. 

I , 6 -
I 

South. W.,t. 6 o. c. m. 
2 G i - S. by E.tE. p 0 •• 

a 5 I 8 S.S.E. I 20: oet fore, lo ... er and main·topm .... t otudding-

4 I 6 - S. S. E'1- E. 
sail •. 

i 
.. " .. 300. 

5 ;, S 
~4 fms. ; 22 fms. ; 5, altered coune to 

S. E. by S.; patent log, 26 mil~; II('t port 

6 • : 5 main.topmut and top·gallant .tudding·aaiII. 
I • 

; 5 5 5 30. observed Cape Lisbunle, S. E. by E.; 

8 
: 29-77 5 45, altered conrse for ditto; observed three 

i j - S. E. Ly E. tEo 
I " " , " 53 sail; i 35, fired two guns u aignalA to boUl 

9 3 - ! 
I if in .. hore. 
I I 

10 " 5 . - . - - 5 
Expended 18 pro F. C. n.lt; 2 in ~o. ; iu 

I 
I " oludding-aail. ; 

II , , 
29.8 

up COur~ ; hove to; oul 
, - - Hovolo. cutter; cutter proceeded on .bore to oearch for . . . 4 

I 
- ... 

It J 
I " 56 information. 
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Barometer. 
FRIDAY, 13 AUGUST 1852. I 

-.,....--;--~----;----:::--; F. 
WINDs. H. K. T. COURSES. 

W. 
Thermometer. REMARKS. 

-----------------------------I-~-------~---
J 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

J 

2 

2 

J 

1 

1 

Course and 
Distance. 

Current. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

.:: 

6 

1 

8 

Hove to. 

W.!N. I 
E. byN. ~ N. 

5 

Lat. DR. 

5 

5 

Lat.Ob8. 

- i -

S.W. 

s. w. 

N.W. 

35° 

N.Wr. 

Calm. 

Calm. 

S. EY. 

3 b.c.m. 

Long. Chro. Long. DR. 

2 b. e. 

29'63 
50 

29'72 
57 

Water Rem. 

Gall. 
4,040 

23'75 
til 

29'66 
o:j 

SATURDAY, 14 AUGUST IR:jJ. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

2 

4 

3 

5 

5 

4 

Course and 
Distance. 

Current. 

5 

2 

S.W. 

Hove to 

Head S. S. W. 

Head S. S. W. 

Drifting 5' to the 
northward. 

Lat. DR. Lat.Ob •. 

6835 N. 6837 N. 

-----

S. S.E. 2 o. m. 

S. E. 
29'56 

54 

S. E. 4 
29'50 

Var •• 11°. 
I 

Long. DR. Long. Chro. Water Rem. 

35° 16759 
G:lII. 

3,990 

A. )1. 

3 00, Cape Lisburne N. 18° E. 

3 00, boat returned un.ueeesofu!. In cutter. 

400, Filled and made sail on sla,·boOId tack. 

I 22 fm •• mud. 

22 I'm •• 10 30, ~el port studding-.ai!. 

22 fms. Leakage in 24 hou,", i ~ inches. 

Daily 
Expend. 

50 

P. '\Y. 

True Bearings and Distance. 

Cape Lisburne, N. 46° E., 
8 ur 10 mile •. 

8 00, Cape Lisburne N. 38° E. 

21 I'm •. 

No. On 

Sick List. 

None. 

1

9 00, taken aback; braced up on port tack. 

10 00. fi, cd signal gun. for boats; e"pended 
casl. 18 pro F. C. one ill No. 

I 
110 30, 32 fms. mud. 

I Midnight. Cape Lisburne X E. by ::.. 

R E)I ARK S. 

A. M. 

Cape Li,I"JrllP N. E. t E. 

26 fms. 

25 fms. In topgallant "il •. 

i 00, up mains.il, and hove to on port tack. 

28 fms. 

Employed making .innett. 

28 fms. 

Leakage in 24 hours, 3 inches. 

Daily 
Expend. 

50 

True Bearings and Distance. 

• Cape Prince of Wales, 
S. 2. W., 183 miles. 

No. on 
Sick List. 

None. 

Copied irom ship's log. book 0; He. Majesty's Ship .. Plover ," at Port Clarence, 19 August 1852. 

(signed) Charle, Frederick, 
Captain" Amphitrite." 

Enclosure 
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Enclosure 15, in No. 42. 

RETURN of PROVISIONS on board Her Majesty's Ship" Plover." 
Port Clarence, 20 August 1852. 

, 

SPECIES. QUANTITY. SPECIES. QUANTITY. 

24,952 Soap - - - - - 1,671) read - - - - -
ine (sick) - 10i Lime Juice - - - - 1,001 - - -

667 Pemmican - - - - 1,761 - - - - -um 
P reserved Vegetables 356 p.ef - - 8,120 - -- - -

ork - - 13,180 Soups - - - 450 - - -
" - - 621 Sour Krout - - - - 1,903 ease - - -

atmeal - - - 250 Mixed Pickles - - - 250 - -
lour - - 4,110 Fresh Potatoes - - - 1,716 - - -
uet - - 990 Pumpkins - - - 135 - - - " - - 457 Onions - - - 79 ea - - - " - - 1,941 Dried Apples - - - 499 ocoa - - -

- - - 4,178 Potatoes in Molasses - - 320 ugar - -
- - - - 80 

B 
W 
R 
B 
P 
P 
o 
F 
S 
T 
C 
S 
V 
P 
P 
P 
M 
R 
T 

megar - -
resen·ed Meats 

-- - lOS Molas~es 
9,501 Essence of Spruce - - 6 -- - -

otatoes - - - 2,379 Chili Beans - - - - 1,598 -- - - - 74 Salt, common - - - 240 epper -
160 I Live Hogs - - - - , 

5 ustard - - - -
- - - - 208 Porter - - - - - 795 Ice -

obacco - - - - - 1,823 • \ Tobacco (condition for barter)- 572 

(signed) E. Jago, 
Clerk in Charge. 

Aproved, 
(signed) Rochfort Maguire, 

Commander Her Majesty's Ship" Plover." 

No. 42a. 
(No. 163.) . ' FROM the Secretary of the Admiralty to Rear-AdmIral Moresby, C.B., PacIfic. 

Sir, Admiralty, 27 December 1852. 
HAVING laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty a letter from Captain Frederick of H. M. S. "Amphitrite," dated 13th October last, detailing his proceedings in rendering assistance to H. M. S. "Plover," I am commanded by their Lordships to desire that you will con vey to that officer their entire approval of his proceedings, acquainting him that my Lords consider the senice was satisfactorily performed. 

(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 

PROPOSALS of Search for Sir John Franklin. 

No. 43. 

LETTER from Dr. Rae to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

36, Connaught-terrace, Edgeware-road, Sir, 29 June 1852. 
THE deep intere~t which I in. commo~ with all others who have in any way turned their attentIOn to the subject, feelm the fate of Sir John Franklin's party, and in the safety of those who ha.ve gone in ~earch of it, will I hope to some ext~nt plead ~ an excuse for the hberty I ta~e m now addressing you. . . l\I ~ attentIOn has been called to the expedIency of sending a boat expeditIon to examu1:e. the west ~oast of Woll~~ton and Ban~'s Lands, not that there is any probability of findI.ng. traCt'" o~ ~Ir John FranklIn there, but because these lands, or ~art of them, lie m. the ~Irect route that wa" to be followed by Captains CollInson and M'Clure, m theIr progress eastward from Behrincr's Straits. 

P The 
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T~e portion of .the Arctic coast ref~rred to, is of great interest in several ways, Propol'als of 
and It IS very eVIdent, that should Captain Kellett reach Melville Island, and :-:;earch for 
winter there with both ~is vessels, he can easily examine (aided as he is by Sir John Frankliu. 

young, zealous and expenenced officers and men, and with eyery other available 
mean~ for facilitating travelling, either on foot over ice or on the -\vater with boats) 
all the different lines of coast, to the distance of 300 or 400 miles from his winter 
quarters, and of course the shores to which I have particularly alluded would not 
es~ape attention; but of all the e~peditions that have attempted to push eastward 
wIth vessels through Barrow StraIts, that under Parry, the greate!"t of Arctic navi-
gators, has alone been able to get as far as l\Ielville Island, therefore, there is a 
p?ssibil~ty t.hat Cap~ai.n Kellett~ despit~ every effort on his part, may fail ill re<tehing 
~IS destmatlOn, and It. IS to proYlde a~;all1st such a failure that the present expedition 
IS proposed. :\/ y object, however, IS not to slIOW wily another expedition is llec!~S-
sary, this I leave altogether to the imperior judgmeut of others to decide; but 
how it could most easily and speedily be equipped, and what route it should take 
to ensure the greatest certainty of ::'Uccess. 

There are only two routes open to us, and the e;[sie"t and wrest olle of th('.~e by 
which to reach Wollaston Sound from the coa~t of America is by Bear Lake and 
the Coppermille River. But to fulluw this cour,,!: would be to iuvoln' tJlc' I'J'" of 
a whole year; a consideration of greater value than C<tIl be coullterJ)alanced by 
any advantages to be gained by adopting it. 

The other route is that by the Mackenzie Rin'r, from ib mouth !'a~t"ard alollo 
the coast, as far as Point Tinney or Croker RiYer, thence strike out to ~l'a to\ranl: 
Cape Baring or 'Vollaston Land, and then push northward. 

To carry out this plan, all that is rt'luisite are one or two OffiCl'!''' awl ten IllI')I, 

with two light well-rigged boats, resemblillg tLf).~e thell by liU' in 1K,")1. The 
boats could be built either at Furt Simjl~flll, ou the ]Hackcnzie, or at ~laVI' Lake. 
The men can be engaged either at Red Hiwr, or perllaJ>~ at the trading- pu..;ts •. en 
route," as I would recommend that per"oll,; who have J)een for SOme tjllll~ <lCI.:II . ..,

tomed to a Hudson's Bay life be employt'd, instead of ""llding: mell from this 
country, as the expellse would J)l' l(,s,;, and tile men better fitted by l'xIll'rience f;)]' 
the duties they would he required to perform. 

If Government officers are not appoilltecl to l.:ol1tmand the expt·ditioll, thC']'t' arc 
several in the Company's service in the Mackenzie HiveI' district well fitkd b.v 
great activity and experience in commanding men for this duty, and who, 1 
believe, would most readily volunteer fur this service. 

There being an ample stock of Government stores deposited at the pu,;ts on 
the Mackenzie, no additional supply of provisions or clothing would be required 
for the equipment. of the party. 

It would be unnecessary to engage the men before March next, but if obtained 
at Red Hiver, they should be forwarded to Cumberland Hou~e before the openill2, 
of the navigation in spring, so as to avoid the possibility of detention by ice in 
Lake Winepeg. From Cumberland t.1w), can travel to the Mackenzie in a boat 01' 

canoe, as mORt convenient, and if met by no unusual detention, tlll'y may l'a"ily 
reach the Arctic Sea before the end of July, which will allow ample time for the 
completion of the proposed search, if till' state of the ice is at all favourable. 

As a precautionary measure, t,,·o men, with a small supply of ammunition, IWr,;, 

&c. should be sent to the winter quarters at the north-east end of Bear Lake, to 
collect prO\-i:,i()ll~, so tllat the party from tht' coast might return by the Copper
mine, if found more easy than goillg round by the Mackenzie. 

I may add, that Mr. Anderson, the gentleman at pl'('~.I'llt in cl~arg-e of tilt' 
Mackenzie River district, is one of the most able and energetIC officers m the Com
pany's service, and to him all the arrangements in equipping the expedition 
effectively might be most safely left. 

In conclusion, let me observe, that in writing this letter, I am actuated hy no 
interested moti\'es. either a~ regards the Hudson's Bay Company or myst'lf. The 
Company, although doubtles~, always ,,'iIliug to aid. Govermncllt il~ carrying out 
their views when their a~.~i.,1ance can he of any serVIce, are not, as tar a~ I know, 
particularly de5irous that "llCh expeditions, although composed of their own 

}'2. K people, 
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people, should pass through !heir territories, because they always, more or less, 
interfere with the regular busmess arrangements, and also ca,!se the loss of the 
fur hunts of many of" the Indians in the neighbo~rhood of ~mter quarters, As 
for l1ly~elf, ('\'('11 were I considered worthy of bemg placed m command of the 
propo~ed l'xp('llition, I could ~ot ~ccept the charge, as I am already appointed to 
a similar ~('nice in another dIrectIOn. 

May I I)('g,' that you will be pleased to l~y this pap.cr bef?re my Lords Commis
~ionl'r,; of the Admiralty, and should .the~r L0.rdslllps thmk .. favourably of ~e 
plan, no time should be lo~t in communIcatmg wIth the a,uthontles of the Hudson. s 
Hay Company, so that instructi,o~s may as soon as possIble be. s~nt to Mackenzie 
Riwl', in order that tile reqmslte arrangements for boat-bUlldmg, &c. may be 
mad.·, 

I am, &c. 
(signed) John Rae. 

No. 44. 

LETTER from Commander Henry T1'ollope to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Royal Naval College, Portsmouth, 
Sir, 30 September 1852. 

I THIS day wrote to you a letter on service, requesting you to lay before their. 
Lordships m~' anxious desire to be employed should any future search or assistance 
be intended to be rendered to Captain Collinson's expedition in Behring's Straits, 
Having understood that you take great interest in this subject, I beg leave to saYI 
that if it should be considered more practicable to send a steam vessel by the 
channel between Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla, a project which from Mr. Peter
mann';; data, I cannot but look upon as being more likely to succeed than any 
rOl1te hitlH'l'to tr;wel'sed, I should be gratified beyond measure by being employed 
in that direction, Barentz, in the 16th century; the voyage of some whalers in the 
year 1750 ; the journies over the ice by Sir Ed ward Parry and Baron Wrangell, all 
seem to point to this route as being both practicable and desirable. I cannot but 
compare it to taking a battery in the rear, where the difficulties to be surmounted 
will be found comparatively less. I trust their Lordships will consider my having 
some knowledge of those regions, having been with Captain Kellett during three 
voyages to Behring's Straits, sufficient excuse for expressing the hope that I may 
be employed should any future search be intended. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Henry Trollope, Commander. 

No. 45. 

LETTER ti'om Captain Erasmus Ommalley to his Grace the 
Duke of Northumberland. 

~I y Lord Duke, 40, Charing-cross, 28 October 1852. 
HEREWITH I ?eg to submit a proposition to undertake an expedition for the 

pUf}~ose of reachmg the North Pole from Spitzbero'en. 
Smc~ the last at~eml?t made by Sir E. Parry in 18:27, the introduction of steam 

po.wer mt~ the na~IgatlOn of t~e Arctic Seas, and the improved system of exploring 
I~) travellm~ pm'tIes over the. Ice, so successfully carried out in the recent expedi
tion, of whIch I w~ second m c?mmand, has thrown entirely a new light upon 
the me~s no~ aVaIlable. ~or makmg further discoveries in the Arctic Seas, which 
has agam reVIved the SpIrIt for further research into those unknown regions, 
. To explore the North Pole appears to be an object which this country is bound 
In honour to prosec.ute~ and should be undertaken before other nations make the 
attempt to acco?lplish It. . Fren?h and American officers have lately been acquiring 
under our ausplc~S ('xpl~rlence I~. Arctic voyages, who will in all probability be 
prompt~d b~· then" natIOnal amblt.IOn with the desire to surpass the deeds of our 
great (11~l'nn·rer. 

I han' now the honour to offer my services to undertak h d't' 
t' I' fid I . I' e suc an expe J IOn, 
ce mg con ent t tat WIt I the followinO' arrangement there will b t of su('('es~, eo· e every prosDeC 
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The l~st attempt to reach the Pole was made during a summer voyage to Spitz
bergen III 1827, consequently the travelling operations were undertaken at the 
~ost unfavourable season, which has been clearly proved by subsequent expe
rience. In orde~ to embrace the most favourable season for ice travelling, I pro
pose to m~ke SpItzbergen the base of my operations, the expedition to consist of 
a store-shIp and two steam-vessels fitted with screws, having auxiliary power, the 
former to be about 460 tons, as the depot; the whole to carry provision for three 
years, and as much more as possible, which would be effected under the recent 
improvements for concentrating food. 

The ~xp~dition should sail early in the season for Spitzbergen, to gain a harbour 
of security III the most northern position accessible. HavinO' secured the depot ship, 
and completed the steamers with provisions, if circumst~nces admitted, I would 
advance with the steamers with a view to penetrate in a northerly direction if the 
same season remained open, and with the intention of wintering in whatever posi
tion I should attain, for the purpose of setting out for the Pole with travelling 
parties very early in the spring. 

Should I be so far favoured as to reach the 83d parallel for a winter position, it 
is reasonable to suppose the Pole would be reached by travelling parties. 

In the event of being unable to advance beyond Spitzbergen the first season, 
I should still ·be in a favourable position for making extensive searches in the 
spring, by travelling towards the Pole, and on the return of the open season, pro-. 
secute the exploration with the steamers. 

Should we fail in reaching the Pole, the expedition would add considerably to 
our geographical knowledge of the Polar regions, a subject which occupies the 
deepest interest amongst men of science and the civilized world generally, and by 
wintering at Spitzbergen, many benefits would result from scientific observations 
being conducted in that part of the globe. 

We have evidence of many whalers and the early navigators having attained 
the 81st parallel without obstruction from ice, and when Parry left Spitzbergen 
in the autumn of 1827, there was a sea clear of ice to the northward; it is on 
record that a Russian has dwelt on Spitzbergen through 39 winters, who was of 
opinion that four times out of six the island was to be circumnavigated. From 
these facts it may be inferred, that through the medium of the aid of steam-power 
(hitherto untried in that direction), the exploration of the Polar Sea lies within 
our grasp. 

There is also an opinion prevalent that the most advantageous passage to the 
Polar Sea lies between Nova Zembla and Spitzbergen; this direction might also 
be explored by the same expedition, in the event of the travelling parties meeting 
with the same obstacle which Parry encountered, though I am of opinion that 
during the early part of the year tlw Polar ice is not in motion. 

Such are my O'eneral views with regard to the advantages to be derived from 
an expedition to bSpitzbergen; it is unnecessary here to enter upon the details of 
the equipment, which my experience will enable me to provi?e f01:. 

Should this undertaking meet with your favourable conSIderatIOn and support, 
I shall be prepared to make every sacrifice which may contribute to the success of 
so glorious an enterprize. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Erasmus Ommaney, Captain. 

No. 46. 

LETTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Captain OTllmaney. 

Sir, Admiralty, 5 November 1852. 
HAVING laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of 

the 28th of last month, offering your services to conduct an expedition to the 
Arctic ~eas from Spitzbergen? I a~l comma~ded by their Lords~ips to .a~quaint 
you, that my Lords have no mtentlOn of fittmg out another Arctlc expedItIon. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) Augustus Stafford. 

No.4i. 
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No. 47. 

LE'ITER from Mr. W. Penny to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir 10~. Great Russell-street, 4 November 1852. 
I HA;E the honour to request that yOl~ will.la~ before my Lords Commi~ioners 

of the Admiralty the following plans for brmgmg to a successful conclusIOn the 
search for Her Majesty's ships" Erebus" an~ " Terror." . 

By laying before you, J~y Lords, the ArctIc chart, you WIll see that after all 
that has been expended, Sll' Edward Belcher has o~ly n?w e?te~:d upon ~he ,~oors 
of search. My Lords will also sec that Her ;\hJesty s shIps Enterpnse and 
" Investio'atOl"" han' entered a drifting body of icc, a position that they have no 
chanct' or fallinO' in with the missinO' voyagers, for if Franklin had been in such 
a position. we ~}lOlild have had th;m tn LEngland long ago by his own beaten 
path. 

The search I have the honour to lay before your Lordships would be worthy of 
England's Admiralty. when they have such inducements to prompt them on.
Humanity. commercial wealth, and a geographi al problem that has defied these 
three C('I;tll1'it's, can be accomplished with the agent we have now at command--
stt'am screw power. . 

1st. I haY(' the honour to propose that two screw steamers of a light draft of 
water, of :W() aud 300 tons, ht' despatched in time to reach Behring's Straits by 
tilt' middle of -'lav. To takc the Asiatic shore along until they pass through that 
~tJ';lit formed hy (:"pc Yakan, and that land sem by \Vrangell, and Her Majesty's 
ship" Herald." III pa~~illg' this strait the only difficulty of navigation exists; 
this can be sll\'molll1tell by )j('jng' eady on the ground, taking advantage of the 
land-ice pa,.."jllf:!,' alun,~' into the Arctic Basin, which, in the montha of June, 
.rilly, All;';'ll"t and Septemlll'r. an C'\1l'II"ivc open ~ca and comparatively free from 
iCt" does l'xist even to the Pole itself; with these facts before your Lordships, you 
can easily conceive the extensive ";I'arch that could be accomplished in that vast 
ocean in four months; and who knows but on "ome lone island in tiJat trackless 
OCean a remnant of the missing yoy<lg'f.'rs are looking to their country for aid. 

:!rl. I would likewise urge upon your Lordships, that a small screw steamer, 
~llch a<; the" Lady Franklin" and tender" Sophia," be despatched by the Nova 
Zembla route by the end of "\.priI. The valuable facts brought to bear upon this 
route by th(' taIr'lIk.! geographer, Jlr. Petermann, must satisfy all unbiassed minds 
of the practicability of the passage. \rlwn your Lordships consider the great com
mercial advantages likely to flow fi'om this route, and the benefit which your Lord
~hips would confer upon the country, if such a result as the American nation is now 
reaping from the research of England's officers in Behring's Straits, and we have 
every reason to suppose so, as vessels going and returning from Archangel have 
seen numbers of whales in that quarter. My Lords, 1 would further state, 
that it is my conviction, that this searching squadron would meet at the islands 
(If New Siberia, and accomplish all this great search in one season. Should any 
unforeseen casualty happen. they han' the. rivers of Asia to look for safety. 

I )wg;. my. Lords, to draw y~Jllr attentIOn to the expedition now fitting out 
fly t~e "-\lIIl',J'IC:t1l Government for Behring's Straits; they will now, from the 
expenence 2)VI~n from ~ngl~nd's expedition, accomplish that passage. 

I trust ~'onr Lor~ls}lIps WIll panlon any warmth of expression that may have 
escaped me, and !.!we IlI~' ~f'I'YJe(,S a favourahle consideration, which I have the 
honour to tender your Lonh.hips fi-Jl' either route. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) lV. Penny. 

~o. 48. 

,. LETTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Mr. W. Penny. 
Su·,.. Admiralty, 6 November 1852. 

I HAVE receIved an~l laId before ~y Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
you~ letter of the 4th mstant, .sug&estt~g plans for bringing to a successful con
chmon t~e search for Her Majesty s ShIpS" Erebus" and "Terror" and offering 
your serVlces. ' 

I am, &c. 
(signed) Augustus Stafford. 

--------------~--



CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS. 77 
No. 49. 

LEITER from Lieutenant W. H. Hooper to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Proposals of 
Search for 
Sir John Franklin. 

Charles-street, Sydenham, 
Sir, Monday, 15 November 1852. 

IN November last, I had the honour of addressing my Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, communicating a plan, and volunteerIng my services, for the 
relief of Sir John Franklin. and his companions. In May, a second letter (copy 
enclosed) was forwarded, slIghtly. altering the or~ginal sketch; and I have now ~ure. 
the honour to request that you WIll be pleased, wIth reference to that letter 6th ~ 
May 1852, to submit to their Lordships my desire to lJ(' employed in the m~nner 
therein mentioned, or to proceed by the Mackenzie towards Banks Land (so 
called) as a!tempted by Command~r Pull;n, with I?yself and party, in the summer 
of 1850; eIther of whIch, the possIble eXIstence of a vast continent, part of which 
may lie in Franklin's supposed route, in the unexplored portions of the Polar 
regions, may render of high importance, and which should be works of moderate 
difficulty, as winter travelling, which I urged in my letter of the 15th November 
1851, was performed by myself and comrades on the coast of Asia in 1849, and 
has later been shown to be practicable in higher latitudes. 

Should it please my Lords to despatch a steamer up Behring's Straits, either as 
a depot in the vicinity of East Cape (for the relief of Franklin's, Collinson's or 
Belcher's ships), near which Cape are several magnificent harbour,.;, with a view 
to communicate with Commander Maguire or otherwise, I have also to offer myself 
as a candidate for the honour of conducting her thither, and pray their Lordships 
to receive with consideration my e:l1'l1('st desire to be employed on either of these 
or any other expeditions it may please them to despatch in search of our absent 
countrymen. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) l17illiam Hulme Hooper, 

Lieutenant, R. N., 

Late Her ~Iajesty's Ship" Plover," 
and Boat Expedition. 

Enclosure in No. 49. 

54, Devonshire-street, Purtland-place, 
Sir 6 May 1852. 

I HA;E the honour to request that you will be pleased to call the attention ?f the .Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to my letter of the 15th November 1851, pl"lnted In the 
Arctic Papers, wherein I proposed to conduct an overland expeditio.n hom t~e .mouth of the 
Coppermine River across to Victoria Land. and for further search for the nllssmg voyagers. 
Dr. John Rae, of the honourable Hudson's Bay Company's service, having made extensive pro
gress in the quarter I then proposed to visit, I w~uld venture to suggest an aIterati?fl of my 
route, so that it may now embrace !h; western SIde of ~VoIIa~ton ~and.' upon winch some 
traces might be found of Sir J. FranklIn s party or of Capt am CollInson s ships. I also proposed 
to take Highlanders or Orkney men in place of Esquimaux, and proceeding by York Factory 
to Great Bear Lake, and thence down the Coppermine River, endeavour to obtain some 
of the natives of the northern coast of America or of \\' oIIaston Land, as guides <lnd pro
vision seekers. The Hudson's Bay ship sails early in June for York Factory, there is, there
fore, little time to be lost if their Lordships should be pleased to approve of my modified 
proposition, which can be carried out at ~ very mo~erate expense, a.s all I should require 
to take Ollt would be a small light boat, a little pemmIcan and other tnfles. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) William Hulllle Hooper, 

Lately serving in H. M. S. " Plover, " 
and Boat Expedition. 

No. 50. 

REPORT of Rear-Admiral Sir F. Beaufort upon Lieutenant Hooper's Letter, dated 
15th November 1852. 

HOWEVER desirable it would be to push forward an efficient party along the 
western shores of Dr. Rae's Islands, and thus to reach in reverse Banks' Land 
and Melville Island, that enterprise would be more prudently left to the a~ency 
and energy of the Hudson's Bay Company, but from all I have learned of Lleute-

82. K 3 nnnt 
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If . 't Id apIJc'lr that no hdter officer could he selected for the 
nant . OOPl'l, I "OU ( l' d h' L d h' . d 

d f th .. ~ m '" ",- -"I which I take it lor grante t elr or SipS mten ('om man 0 e su:-a I ~,..c , . . h ' F . , . 
t I "11'1\' I]l"·t 'l"lr to Behrin(T':-; Strmts, where, besides the c ance Ilt ranklm s 

o ",I'n( 1< .,. I:) .,.' • I' 
party, wc k;lOW th~~r(' ,If<' t\l'll of Her MaJesty:,; slups m veryeqmvoca clrcum-
;;tallCl''', 

(."igll!'d) F. Beaufort. 

No. ,n, 

LETTER from 1\1r. Augustus Petermann tl) thc ~creta"J of the Admiralty. 

London, 9, Charing-cross, 
;-iir 29 1\ o\"(:'lI1l>er Itl52. 

AT th:~ rt'fjllc"t of Admiral Sir F. Bt'aufor~, I made to h~m a commllni~ation 01) 

the 23d of January last, relative to a plan of search after SIl' John Franklm. My 
ardent wi:-;h then ·,\"as. that the subject of this my plan should be properly and 
thorou~hly inyl· . ..;tigated by persons m~m> c~mpete~lt. than .myself. I am not a":are 
that it ha:-; hitllt'rt() ]'f'('(,i\'l'd that conSideratIOn wInch the Importance of the subject 
;-('I'Ill"; to demand, and I am therefore induced to rl'/Iuest you will be pleased to 
:-i1tbmit the following n'''Il]t~. of llIort' recent and extended researches and accu
mulated Imowlt'd~'('. to the special notice of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty. In tIlt, previous sketch of my plan, I confi~ed myself entirely to the 
subject of tlIt: mi""iIl~' c:q1t'dition: on the presen~ occaSIOn, ~ have ~lluded als~ to 
the a(hallt;]~·('S wlliell would be likely to accrue III commercial and geographical 
regards, i'ho'uld an expedition on my proposed plan be d~cided on. 

The following paper wa:-: read and discussed at a meetmg of the Royal Geogra
IJhical ~(H'il,ty Oil the 8th instant, and a copy of it i:-: submitted to you with the 
salletio(] of the President, Sir Roderick 1. Murchison: 

" Sir John Frallhlin, the Navigableness of the Spitzbergen Sea, and the Whale 
Fisheries in the Arctic RegioJls."* 

It ii' now nearly a year ago that I made public a plan of search after Sir John 
Franklin, That plan was ha>'ed on the supposition that Franklin had passed up 
"'ellington Channel, and a,; this supposition has been strongly confirmed by the 
intellignw(' recently brought home by Mr. Kennedy, my plan has become of ,a 
more dil't,!'t bearing on the su~ject, and I am consequently induced to submit 
some fact,.; connected with it, and hitherto disregarded or unknown, to the attention 
of the public. The subject i.s not only of the greatest importance in the cause of 
humanity, but also in a commercial point of view as regards the whale fishery, as 
I shall hereafter show; and as a geographical problem, it is one of the most inter
e:,ting tImt in our days remains to be solved, I shall first proceed to take a general 
glance at the subject of the missing expedition a:-: it stands at present, Sir E. 
Belcher has been "0 fortunate and successful as to find an unusually open season, 
wbich liLt"; allowed him to sail up Wellington Channel, and the search on the track 
of the mi""iug' w:,:"('I,, lllay Ilt' considered to have now actually commenced. It 
must be borne in mind, that it was in 1846 when Sir John Franklin sailed up that 
water, ar,td tha~ wh~rever he may have been arrested, it has taken him six years, if 
not l~st 111 the.mte:lm, to reach that point. Considering the difficulties, the labour 
and time reqUired 1I1 the search for traces, even of such conspicuous objects as cairns 
only erected last year, .~h have been. described in the recent despatches, one may 
reasonably assume that ~t may take SIT E. Belcher not less than two or three years, 
even un?er favourable Circumstances, to obtain a satisfactory result in his search . 

. lllt' fact that no news have reached us from the" Investigator" under Cap
tam ]\1'Clure fo~ the last !\\'o years, seems to suggest that that navigator has not 
be~n. slll'cl'ssfu~ 111 the regIOn ,between Behring's Straits and Banks' Land, and my 
Opl~lOIl that Sir John Franklm would be found on the Asiatic side of the Polar 
reglOll~, Seems !o become more and more probable. I will take it then for 
g~ant~d that, Sir John Franklin has been arrested somewhere opposite !he 
Siberian coa"t, most probably on the land which there is reason to thmk 
st,retc}uc's from tIle isla.nds discovered hy Captain Kellett, towards the New 
Sibeflan Isla~~,s, "If t~lS be the case, t~l~ story of the iceberg off Newfoundland 
a~d t,he two \ L~-eJ,.., ~ald to be FranklIn i., would seem to find an explanation. 
" e know that the Greenland Seas, namely. that part of the Polar Ocean lying 

between 

• Paper read at the Meeting of the Royal Geographical Society, 8th Noyember 185
1
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between Greenland and Spitzbergen, forms the outlet for that mighty current 
which comes from the Siberian Sea; this current receives the waters of the 
Siberian rivers, which drain an area of 4,200,000 square miles (exceeding that 
of the whole of Europe by more than half a million', and impelled by such an 
immense volume of water, it effectuaily clears the Asiatic shores every spring of 
its ice and icebergs, which it carries far away to the south, into the Atlantic 
Ocean, to a latitude corresponding to that of Lisbon. A current of sllch mao'ni
tude and force would easily drift away two vessels, on the breaking up of their 
" ice cradle." How sudden this might be, we have many instances in the history 
()f Arctic navigation; that of the four Russian sailors who spent six years in 
Spitzbergen may be interesting to cite. Having approached East Spitzbergen to 
within two English miles, the vessel to which these sailors belonged was 
suddenly surrounded by ice; part of the crew wel'e sent ashore to search for a 
Russian hut; this they found, and passed the nigllt in; early next morning 
they hastened back, impatient to inform their ('omrades of their success, 
when, on reaching the place of their landing, they perceived nothing but an 
open sea, free from ice, which but a day before had covered the ocean-and the 
ship they saw no more. In a similar manner Sir John Franklin may have lost 
his vessels, and have been helplessly and miserably looking forward to relief 
from directi()ns hitherto entirely neglected. On the other hand, it is almost 
impossible that the two vessels on the iceberg' could have come from the head of 
Baffin's Bay without being' perceived by the whalers or searching vessels, or 
that the crews would not have made their way to some spot where we should 
have heard of them; but that point will, by this time, probably have beeu finally 
t:lettled by Captain Inglefield's voyage. 

The question remains to be considered, is Sir E. Belcher's rxpeditioll to be 
looked on as exhaustive? and are we to be kept in painful suspense about the 
missing expedition for three or more years longer? Belclll'I"s,!VI 'eillfe's, and 
Inglefield's expeditions only encompass one-third of the circumference of that 
portion of the Polar regions where Sir John Franklin must have been arrested, 
and the remainder of the region is at present altogether unprovided for. As this 
is just the region where I, with many others, consider it as most proLable that 
Franklin has been arrested. and also where my pl'Opoi"ed rOllte of search is 
directed to, I am desirous of again drawing attention to my plan. 

As it has, however, been already published, I do not intend to repeat anything 
therein stated, but I merely wish to bring before this society some geographical 
facts, interesting in themselves, irrespectively of their connexion ,vith the 
Franklin expedition. These facts relate to the Arctic Sea, directly to the lIorth 
of our own shores, surrounding Greenland, Spitzbergen and 1'\ ovaya Zemlya, 
the scene of the earliest exploits in Arctic discovery. and the scene of a once 
very important and profitable whale.fishery. It is interesting to look back on 
those times, when the whale fishery there was most flourishing, namely, in the 
latter end of the 17th century; the Dutch then formed the settlement of 
Smeerenberg on the northern coasts of Spitzbergen, all the llOmes of which were 
brought ready prepared from Holland; this was the grand rendezvous of the 
whale fleets, and abounding during the busy season with good inns, and with 
many of the conveniences and enjoyments of Amsterdam. It i~ particularly 
mentioned, that the sailors were every morning supplied with what the Dutch
men regarded as a great luxury, hot rolls for breakfast. Batavia under the 
equator, and Smeerenberg about 10° from the Pole, were founded nearly at the 
same period, and it was for a considerable time doubted whether the latter was 
not the most important establishment. But the times have changed, the sea has 
been abandoned by the whalers for more profitable regions; countries at one 
time well known have become "terra incognitl1!," and the great sea between 
Spitzbergen and Novaya Zemlya. the subject of this paper, has becqme the 
source of curious fables and fanciful imaginations. The nomenclature of those 
seas is so undecided, the names" Greenland Sea" and" Spitzbergen Sea " are 
so intermixed, that J cannot but think it would be desirable to give each of these 
names their due locality, especially as the sea between Spitzbergen and Novaya 
Zemlya has no name, and cannot be referred to, except by long parenthesis. 
I therefore propose, in the following re~ark~, to c~ll the sea between Green
land and Spitzbergen the " Greenland Sea, as mdeed It,~as .generally bee~,called, 
and that between Spit.zbergen and Novaya Zemlya the SpItzbergen Sea. 
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The :-;pitzbergen Sca i" by far. tl~e widest,. indeed the .on!y ~eanic. open~ng 
toward:-; til!: XortIl Pole aud to tiJ(' ciud Polar l'l'~'IOIl". Un a prmulfacle consideration 

f tl ' t reason alone I consider it to be the ea,.;le:-;t and most practIcable of all open-
o la , " , l'k 'h t d in"'s for v(',.,~"I,.; into the Polar regIOns; It IS 1 "eWISe t, e ne,ares an most acces-
~il:L, of all the openings to Euro!J'" l\\~\.('rthel('s> ArctIc Wl'lters and geographers 
generally have assumc.d an impenetrabl~ Ice-ba:ner to stretc~ a~ross tha~ sea, and 
they haw pronounced It to be altogether mlpr~ctlCable for ~avI~tJon .. Th}s.ass~mp
tion I consider to be groundless, an.d as .restmg upon prejUdICe and Im~gmation. 

In supporting my views on tillS pomt, I need !lot call to my aId. the e!e
n1t'llt,.; of physical geograph~', nor shall I adduce Important recent. dlSCOVel1es 
made by the Russians 0.1' others, a~ not generally, kno~n and. apprecIated, but I 
will simply draw attentIOn tl) certam facts, con tamed m p~lbh?~ed works of ~he 
highc,,;t authority, by English authors, well known, and stl~l hvmg; facts wInch 
appeal to the COllnt10U SCllse of ('\'l'ry pcrsoll, and can be easily un.derst~od. , 

Captaiu (now the !tv\'. Dr,) :-:lCUl'l'''))Y, wboi-e wor~ on the Arcbc regIOns I.~ the 
most ahle and comprehensive we pus:,;e:-,s, seems eVidently at a loss what to say, 
when refcrrino' to what I propose to call the "Spitzbergen Sea." He himself 
w'ver visited it, Hot having- ('xt('llf!cd his voyages to the east of Spitzbergen. His 
information, therefore, i:-, 110t sufficiently prl'eisc; still, from what he says directly 
on the point until']' consideration, and rt')H'ab in one of the Parli~lIIentary Papers 
of this year (p. l<iI), we must concludc that he assumes the Spltzhergen Sea to 
he lochd up hy an impclldrable ice· barrier. Diligently as I have gone over 
his work, I call1lot find a tittle of evidence adduccd to prove the correctness of 
such an a"sumption. On the contrary, We read the following in p. 180 of Vol. n. : 
-" :-';ome adventurous Vr:-'Oll:-' sailed to the east side of Spitzbergen, where 
the cum'nt Il;l~ a tendency, it is believed, to turn the ice against the shore; yet 
11I']'t~ finding the Sea on ;;l)llll' occasions open, they attempted to prosecute the 
[\\hale] fi,;liery, aud it seems ,dth some :-'llCet'''~, a great whale fishery having been 
made near Stans Fun'land in the year 1700." Surely, a sea where" a great 
,,,hale fi,.;lwr.\'" wa." once carried on, cannot be locked lip by an impelletrable ice
harrier, and cannot be more difficult to navigation than Baffin"s Bay, or any 
other seat of whale fi,;llery. As t~lr, therefore, as the evidence from the high 
autli')rity of Captain Seore,;by g'ocs, the Spitzbergen Sea i" navigable. 

Captain Beecht,.", the editor of the Narrative of the Voyage of Buchan and 
Franklin toward" the ~()rth Pole, in like manner ncither directly nor explicitly 
stat:'" h}s opiniOl~ on. the subje?t, but simply r~cords the results of voyages in that 
rt'gIOn III a conSCientIOUS and Clear manner, wluch cannot be too much commended. 
This octayo yolunw contains altogether a greater body of infurmation respecting 
the sea immediately round 8pitzbergen, than any other work, and a careful perusal 
of ,\'hich is indisJlI'n~ahle to thrEe interested in the subject under consideration, 
It must be a matter of grcat surpri,.;e, that the information contained in that im
portant ,~ork It.as ~lOt led t.o an expedition being sent out in that direction long 
b.cforc tIm". qUite IlTe~pectlvdy of tlw search after the lIli~~ing vessels, On refer. 
rlllg tl~o~e mtercstcd III the matter to the work itself, I caullot, however, refrain 
from cltmg one p<Lssag'" from a communication of Mr. Crowe, British Consul at 
Hallllnerfe"t, am! ('stal)lisher and proprietor of a Briti"h settlement at Spitzbergen. 
He says (see p. 3-19)-" .:\1r. Sharostin, an intelligcnt Ru~sian, with whom I have 
frequ:ntly con~ersed, act~ally passed 39 winters on Spitzbergen, and residpcl there 
for 1.) year" Without havmg once left the island. He declares that durinO' his 
residence he i?variably found the coa,;ts free from ice for four, ~nd sometim~s fol' 
five, month~ III l'\ery year. I am enabled to add, that mv own vl's:id~ have fre
quently navlgatt:l! tlw coasts, from Ryke Y se's Islands, the south-east extremity, 
an~ that. four tImcs out ~f SIX tilt'.\' might have circumnavigated Spitzbergen." 
I~ It pOSSIble that a mor~ tavou~'able .l'ro~pect for the :-'IlCCc'SS of an Arctic expedi
tion can be ~fi'eI"ed than}" contaI,ned m .tllt' preceding remarks? 'Vhere is there 
anothe: p~rt.IO~ of the. 1 ,olar rl'gIO~ whIch i,,; so near to our country, and which 
could ,.u ea'll) be navigated? Spltzbcro-cn reaches beyond 80° of latitude and 
forms .t.he hIghest country in l~titude }'t't reached in either hemisphere. ' But 
where j,., there another group of Islands "-lII'cll could l' . t d . l'k 

? C" .. Je clrcumnaVlga e III a I e 
manne.I:

II
· J o]mpare It to the Parry group, though in latitude 7 jO and the differ-

ence "I Je 0 )YlOllS. ' 

In ,,1/ 1)],[, tIll' 

and re:,t upon 
"·ood. iu 11;7Ii. 

a"~1l11l,'d difficultl'e" tl S· b S 1 • . ," • "1Il IC pltz ergen ea are g:round e,~, 
a 1 ~leJ~dlC~:, _ da~lIl? back to. the .\,0Y':lge f)f Captain John 
F)1 thl:- I l.d~OU It h worth while to mqUlre a little into t III~ cir ... 

cumstanees 
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cumstances of th.at voyage. The question of the north-east passage had failed Proposals of 
to occupy attentIOn for upwards of 60 years, when it was revived by various ~~arch fo;, . 
reports and accounts, .partly from Holland, but chiefly by the publication of a Sir John l'rankhn. 
paper in the" TransactIOns of th~ Royal Society of London," in 1675, in which 
it was stated that a vessel had SaIled several hundred leagues to the north-east of 
Novaya Zemlya, and that the sea there was found free from ice. It was also 
reported that some Dutch vessels had circumnaviO'ated SpitzberO'en and that one 
had even reac~ed the latitude of 89°, ~nd found °the sea there °quite hollow, and 
free from any Illcumbrance. The subject found a zealous advocate in the person 
of Captain John Wood, who advanced many specious reasons in support of his 
opinion. The enterp~ise was now patronized by the Government, and Captain 
Wood was sent out III the. "Speedwell." "The journal of Captain 'Vood," 
Sir J. Barrow observes, "IS so meagre, that it is impossible to make out his 
track." He appears to have held for the coast of Nova Zembla and had the 
misfortune, when in sight of it, to run upon a rock and lose hi~ vessel. He 
was able, however, to return safely to England, when he discredits in the 
lump, all the former instances of having reached high northern latitudes, in 
the following words: "So here the opinion of ·William Barentz was confuted, 
and all the Dutch relations, which certainly are all forged, and abusive pamphlets, 
as also the relations of our countrymen." This unjust way of dealing. however, 
has met with the reprobation it deserves, by every writer on the subject. The 
Honourable Daines Barrington says, "In justice to the memories of both EnO'lish 
and Dutch navigators, I cannot but take notice of these very peremptor/ anfl 
ill-founded reflections made by Wood, and which seem to be dictated merely Jyy 
his di~appointment in not being able to effect his discovery." Captain Beechey 
says (see p. 295), "The failure of this expedition is attributed by Wood to the 
error in which he was led by following the opinion of puor Barentz, but in what 
way, we are not told, nor can we easily imagine; for, if that worthy navigator 
gave any opinion, it would certainly be against the probability of a passage by 
the route pursued by Wood. Indeed Wood seems to have been greatly at a loss 
for an excuse for his failure, as we find him accllsing all the statements of both 
Dutch and English as false, and asserting, in the most unaccountable manner, 
that NO\'a Zembla was connected with Spitzbergen on the north, and with the 
coast of Tartary on the south, notwithstanding it was well known that both its 
extremities had been rounded on several occasions. In short, he seems to have 
been determined, that as he could not effect the passage himself, he would create 
an imao'inury barrier which should deter any other person from renewing the 
attempt We cannot suppose that these unfounded assertions lwd much weight 
in the minds of any sensible persons; but certain it is, that the ardour which 
the subject formerly excited, appeared from that period entirely to subside." Thus 
far Captain Beechey. Captain Wood was indeed not a trustworthy man; among 
other things, he asserts, in his endeavour to represent those regions as gloomy as 
possible, that Novaya Zemlya was covered with eternal snow and ice, and con-
tradicts himself in another place by saying, that the soil was thawed two feet 
deep. 

The object of Captain Wood's statement cannot, perhaps, be more properly 
and correctly interpreted than it has been by Captain Beechey, when he says 
that Wood was determined "to create an imaginary barrier, which should deter 
any other person from renewing the attempt." Will it be believed, that the 
interesting problem of the North-east passage was really given up, and has not 
been revived even in the eras of the most enthusiastic Arctic enterprise! Can 
it be for a moment credited, that the groundless and false assertions of that 
unsuccessful navigator, seem e\'er since 1676 to have influenced the minds of 
the most learned as well as the most practical men, in a degree so as to have led 
them to consider that ()pening the only oceanic opening leading into the Arctic 
Basin as impracticable! Can it be believed, that that "imaginary barrier" is 
even in these our enlightened days held up by some as a fact established beyond 
doubt! 

If such assumption be credited, then really no progress can be said to have 
been made in our geography of those regions since Edrisi's times, when the sea 
to the north of Asia was pictured as "the sea of pitchy darkness," full of horrors, 
a fit companion picture to the anci~nt repre~en.tation ?f the African d~sert, ~s 
teeming '~ith monster~ of a most te~rl?le de~CrJptIOn, which .was also behc:ved III 

co'm,paratlVely recent times. When 1t.]S conSidered, that no Ice whatever III that 
~·:.82. L regIOn 
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region is met with till Bear Island is reached, a distan?e of 1 ,500 ~iles from 
Woolwich, and that thence to the Hoth parallel, there IS another dlsta~ce of 

I ·~oo miles and that such a distance could be performed by a steamer In less 
on yO), . d . h h '11' h' h than a fortnight, and at a most trifling ~ost, If com~are Wit t. e ml IOns ~ .IC 
have been spent in Arctic and AlItarctlc"Undertaklllgs; and If at such trdhllg 
risk a probl~m can be ~olve.d, which, ir~esp.ectivel.y of Franklin's expedition, is of 
the highest geographICal lllterest, ana dlscov:efles w~uld probably be made of 
great importance to the whale ~shery: ;-.then, llldeed, It must be looked?n as a 
disgrace in the history of ArctIC naVIgatIOn, that such a small. undertakmg: ~as 
not long since been accomplished. The very fact th~t no SUItable expeditIon 
has been sent out in that direction, and that never a faIr attempt has been made 
in any ves:iel or by any nation, to proceed northwards in that sea, ought to ha~e 
stimulated to such an expedition. If only one of the 11 vessels engaged m 
search of Sir John Franklin in the summer of 1850 in Baffin's Bay and LaIlCaster 
Sound alone, had been despatched in that direction,. i~ would probably have 
eclipsed in geographical discovery alone, all Polar expeditIons ~s yet undertake~; 
for the possibility of reaching the North Pole through the SpItzbergen Sea WIll 
not now long remain a matter of doubt, or a desideratum. 

I have mentioned that an expedition to the Spitzbergen Sea would be likely 
to result in extending the whale fishery, and what I have already said on the 
authority of Captain Scoresby supports my views on this point. The Greenland 
Sm has been nearly what the whalers call "fished out;" but the whales in the 
Spitzbergen Sea have scarcely as yet been disturbed, and that they might there 
Ill' found in numbers as great as they were formerly to be met with in the Green
land ~('a is little doubtful. Even in the open water to the south of the Spitz
bergen Sea, whales have been frequently seen in recent times, on board of British 
trading Yl's:,ds on their route to Archangel. Directly opposite or beyond the 
Spitzbergen Sea, on the coasts of the New Siberian Islands, where the sea is 
yery deep, we know that black and white whales occur, and that ribs of whales 
are frequently found on the land. Prodigious, indeed, must be the number of 
whales in the Polar Basin, when their appearance at some of the outlets is con
sidered: in Wellington Channel the number seen was great; to the north of 
Behring's Straits, still greater. \Ve learn, from a paper printed by the Admiralty, 
t!1at. there ~lave been engaged in the American whale fishery about Behring's 
StraIts, dunng the last three years, at the rate of 150 vessels every year. "All 
our commerce with what is called' the east;" says the Secretary of the United 
States' Navy in that paper, "is not so valuable as the Behring's Straits' whale 
fishery." "In the first two years, 1849 and 1850 (for which the statistics were 
returned), more American seamen were engaged in that small district of the 
ocean, than are employed in our whole navy at anyone time. In these two 
years the hardy mariners fished up from the bottom of the sea, and by their own 
energy created and added to the national wealth the value of more than 8 000 000 
?f dollars.". Let the America~s only get the hi~t of another snug whali~g c~mer 
10 the ArctIc Seas, and they WIll not be slow in treatinO" with contempt the fables 
of the af~r~said "impenetrable ice-barrier." Will the bEnglish allow themselves 
to be ~ntICipated, as the X h~ve been in the Behring's Straits whale fisheries, in 
the SpItzbergen Sea, whICh IS only about half the distance from their ports as 
that between 'Woolwich and New York? 

And, l~tly, as to ge.ographical discoveries. When Sir Edward Parry, in little 
boats, attamed the latItu~e of nearly 83° to the north of Spitzbergen, and when 
only the current. forced hIm to return, who will deny that that determined navi
gator w~uld eas!ly have reached the North Pole, and planted the English colours 
on that mterestmg spot, had he had the assistance of steam? The whole of that 
remarkable voyage only took six months from the River Thames to the latitude 
of 83° and back, and only cost 9,977 t. How many 100000l. how many lives 
how many ):ears, .how many vessels has it cost to attain ~nly the latitude of 76: 
on th~ Amencan sIde? Who will deny that an expedition now sent out towards 
the l"or~h Pole, through that wide opening, the Spitzbergen Sea commanded by 
an expenenced and. deter~ine? nayigator, would not easily reach the North Pole, 
and mak~ oth~r diSCOVerIe~, Impo~tant in the cause of humanity, commerce and 
geog:uphlcal sCI~nce, eyen m one smgle season? The distance from Woolwich to 
the l" orth Pol~ IS no furt~er . than from the same point to Disco Island, and the 
extent, of the Ice voyag~ 18 m both cases about equal. 

I WIll not here enter mto a discussion of the question which season would be 
tbe 
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the best for such an expedition as. I have proposed; and if there are any appre- Proposals of 
hensions that a better season than the summer could exist, let some other sea~on Search for 
be chosen; it does not .materially affect my plan, inasmuch as greater success than Sir John Franklin. 
Sir Edward Parry ~t~ame~ at that season in his boats can surely be obtained with 
steam. The expedItIOn, m the event of finding a navigable sea, should strike 
across the Polar B.asin, in a direction towards the North Pole or Behring's ~traits. 
If once the A~ctIc lands on the opposite side, namely, that of America, were 
gained, great thmgs would have already been achieved, and the expedition would 
then be in a most important position as respects the missinO" vessels. 

Enough has been said to show the desirableness and importance of drawing 
attention to the Spitzbergen /:'lea, as the great opening into the Polar Basin, in 
respect to the cause of ~umanity, as well as of commerce or geography. At all 
events, I cann?t bu~ th~nk t~at, after \dl<~t has bee~ a?duced in the preceding 
remarks, the mvestIgatIOn of that sea wIll be conSIdered a great geographical 
desideratum; and as such, I have been desirous to bring this communication to 
the notice of the Royal Geographical Society. 

In addition to the preceding remarks, I beg to refer, for further information, to 
my pamphlet, " The Search for Franklin," and letters on the subject of the whale 
fisheries in the Spitzbergen Sea, published in the "Times '. of the 8th and 11 th 
instant.* Since that time, I have received Y:triolls interesting' and important 
communications from whale-fishing masters and others in the principal whaling 
ports of the United Kingdom. In all these Idters, a spirit of daring and undaunted 
courage on the part of the seamen engaged in that pursuit is apparent, \rhich 
reflects most highly on the honour and glory of the great naval pom'r of this 
country. I beg to submit a few extracts from ~(Jm(' of these communications :-

Ko. 1.-" The enclosed circular will show you the rising importallce of the 
Arctic fisheries. The yalue of the produce brought to PderlH'ad this and three 
preceding years is little less than 190,000 I., and next spring :!7 ye:::sels will sail 
from hence for those seas. The ports to the north of this, from 7 to 10 ships. 

" We are proposing a memorial here to be signed ]J)' the 6liipo\\'IIl'l':::, to be 
presented to the Board of Trade, or the Lords of the Admiralty, praying them to 
send out one or two vessels under the charge of compl'tent officl'rs, to survey those 
coasts geographically and commercially, and offering tu ,",('nd two or tlm·(' expe
rienced fishermen along with the vessels, to judge tIll' j!J'():,pl'cb of a whale, seal, 
and walrus fishery in those seas. The masters of our w,",:'l·ls conclude that t1H're 
must bEl a large ocean of open \yafr'r to the north, as a ~trong current continually 
sets south at the time they were fishing, from end of :'Ilardi to end of Allgust; 
and if such a current did not exist, they would not venture amoll~"t the icl', and 
at times skirt the east coast of Greenland in case of being frozen ill. If fixed, as 
some of them more than once have been, they were drifted out along with the iee 
in a S. and S. W. direction into open ,rater. 

" More whales were captured at Greenland this year than have been for some 
time past. 

" We quite agree with you, that the seas between Spitzhergl'll and Nova 
Zembla have been too long neglected, both hy our Governnwllt and these elll
barked in the Arctic fisheries; and now, when the matter has been so clearly 
brought into notice by you, surely in these rapidly progrl's:-illg' times such a 
promising and important field of operations will not longer }"(·main in o]J:'cllrity. 
It will be a disgrace to the British if they procrastinate, and allow the Americans 
to lead the way; it must not be. Personally we are ready to send one of our 
yessels next spring to the Nova Zembla shores, if \\l' can get anoth~r vessel to go, 
m company; but at the same time we expect the Goyernment WIll despatch a 
couple of screw steamers to survey coasts, and on the return, to publish a chart of 
the same, for the guidance of future voyagers." . 
. No. 2.-" In the year 1845, I had the misfortune to ~aye ~y shIp stove, an~, 
III consequence, was obliged to seek a harbour of refuge m SpItzbergen to repaIr 
my ship. It was about the loth of May, and I was in lat. 79° 53' N., long. 10° E.; 
it was an unsafe place, but I had no other ~ltern~tive, and.it ans:",('ITd my purpose. 
The weather was remarkably fine at the tIme; It was qmte endellt to th~ north 
of us there was a great deal of water, because there was a strong swell m that 
direction. 

" I have 

• Communications froOi Whaling Masters of Hull and Peterhead. 
82. M 
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" I have often thought the fish came from the sea between Spitzbergen and 
Nova Zembla, but dare not take the responsibility to clear up that point. I should 
be sorry indeed for another nation to take the cause .up. 

" I have found, by experiet;tce, th~t t~e current l~ the Greenland Seas sets to 
the southward at the rate of eIght mIles III 24 hours; III a hard gale from the N.E. 
I have drifted 20 miles in 24 hours. Drift-wood is repeatedly found as far north 
as 80°, some of it with the mark of the axe quite fresh upon it; indeed, on the 
coast of Spitzbergen large quantities are found." 

Xo. 3.-" I think, sir, you have no occasion to be alarmed about. the Americans 
trrino- that route, if we can only get encouragement from those III power. For 
m'y o~ part, I trust I have still the honourable 3pirit of an Englishman, and aD! 

not afraid of persevering to any part of the Polar Seas, although those seas may 
have been overlooked for years. I found the floes to the east of Spitzbergen 
quite different from the ice to the westward, it being only like Davis Straits fioes, 
about four or five feet thick. 

" The masters of the Hammerfest sea-horse vessels told me, that in September 
all the ice was away, and nothing but clear water on the east side of Spitzbergen. 
I believe we might stop in Greenland much longer than we do; I have been until 
the 9th September, but I do not see why we cannot continue as long as they do in 
the straits. The sea-horse vessels remain about the Thousand Islands until the 
latter part of September; and surely, with larger ships and more men, we might 
stop longer than we do; but I suppose it has become an habit to return early, and 
until that habit is broke, and full determination given to push north into the 
north water, there will be very little lasting good done. There is, and has been, 
for a number of years, a sea before us, offering us every success; all we masters 
want j", for those who may employ us to say, ' Go, do your utmost in the above 
seas in the search of whales, and above all, exert yourselves in endeavouring to 
find traces of our missing countrymen.' Most of us, I doubt not, you would find 
as determined as any American in existence." 

l'Io. 4.-" About 10 years ago, two or three of our fleet went to try the fishing 
between Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla, and when a short way to the N.E. of the 
south end of the former, the weather became misty, and the ice, as far as they 
went eastward, a solid pack; but, from all that we can learn, they did not go any 
distance ca"tward, and therefore we do not in the least conclude that there is no 
opell sea passage can be found between the islands. The attempt was made in 
July or August, and two of the masters are dead since. The month of July is 
invariably misty at Greenland." 

I ~eg. furthe: to remark, that the return of Captain Inglefield, and the results 
of l~lS Illterestmg voyage, have furnished many facts possessing an important 
be~nng on any searching expedition that may be sent out. Of the suggestion 
whIch I ventured to express in my previous papers, the following seem to have 
been confirmed by that voyage :-

. 1. That Sir John Franklin has not been wrecked, and has not perished 
III the northern part of Baffin's Bay, or along its western shore. 

2. Tha! the Pola: Seas, even in very high latitudes, are perfectly navi
gable durmg a certam period of the year. 

3,. That th~s period of navigableness in the comparatively high latitudes is 
not III the mIddle of summer (when the seas through which access is to be 
ha~ are ~os! incumbered with ice), but at the end of the summer season, or 
at .Its begIlllllng, before the great ice-masses are dislodged from the coast, and 
dnfted southward. 

4 .. That cer.tain animals, fit for food, are more or less abundant even in 
the hIghest latitudes. 

Bearing th~ preceding poinb in mind, and assuming that Sir J. Franklin has 
gone up 'Velllll&,ton Ch~nnel, and there found before him a sea of considerable 
I-'xtell~, ~nd na~gable like that to the north of Baffin's Bay, the question arises, 
how b. I.t poss~ble that nearly seven years have now passed without Sir John 
Frankhn s ha~lll&, been. able to pass out of that sea into the sea situated to the 
~orth" ~f Behnng s Stra~ts, in the. direction of either the American or the Siberian 
,., lOre:.. The most feasIble solutIOn of this question that suggests itself to me is, 
that a tract of land may have hitherto prevented his progress in that region. 

'lberc .; 
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There are reasons fo; conjecturing that such a tract of land may extend from the Proposals of 
and seen by Captam Kellett, to the north of Behring's Straits, as far as the S~al:ch for . 
eastern coasts of Greenland, without a single opening. At all events it admits of SIr John Franklin. 

scarcely any doubt, that the sea to the north of Baffin's Bay can have no con- --
nexion ~th the Polar Basin, nor even with the sea beyond Wellington Channel, 
but that It forms the true head of Baffin's Bay, and is, in fact, a mere cul de sac 
for those who would enter it in the hope of getting into the Polar Basin. 

I venture to submit the following suggestions as to the mode in which an expe
dition to the Spitzbergen Sea, if decided on, may be carried out. 

Plan Q[ an Expedition through the Spitzbergen Sea. 

One or two screw steamers should be despatched in the latter end of February, 
so as to arrive between Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla, not later than on the 
1st March. In that month, there is reason to believe that the winds and currents 
would still favour the progress of vessels pushing on to the north or north-east, 
from that point. We find it recorded in the narratiyc of "Barents's Yoyag'P!O," 
that after he had wintered on the north-eastern end of Nova Zemhla, til(' state of the 
weather and the openneRS of the sea caused him to say, on the loth March 1jD7, 
that if the ship had been loose, he would have ventured to set sail. With the 
month of April, easterly winds and currents begin to prevail, the land ice of the 
whole of the shores of Northern Asia then begins to break loose and drift away in 
that direction. If the vessels should not have effected an entrance into the Polar 
Basin (which is never entirely covered with a solid crust of ice) during March, 
no better chance, I think, would occur in the four succeeding months, April, 
May, June and July, as I believe the sea during those months to be most incum
bered with the drifting masses of ice. August, September and October, would 
again be more favourable for navigation, the sea having then hCCOl1W clear of ice, 
and the weather upon the whole being, most probably, not so foggy, rainy or 
boisterous, as in the preceding months. If it were po,,~ible for a Yl'~~d to cukr 
the Polar Basin early in the season, and arrive and secure a favourable r()~ition on 
its opposite sid~, in order to be in safety against the great ma,,~(·s of drift icc, in 
the early part of the summer, she would possess a great adV<llltag-I' ()\"!~r a Yl'~"(·1 
entering late in the season, in having the greater part of the ~lImml'r lwfo]'e her 
for the search, because, as soon as the opposite shore of the Polar Basin "'ere 
reached, the searching operations on land could be commenced. As to tbe di]'(~c
tion to be pursue.d from the starting point, namely, midway in the Spitzbergl'1l 
Sea (about 76° N. lat. and 40° E. long.), probably one direct to\ranls 
Behring's Straits, if practicable, would be the best; on this route there is reason 
to suppose a large expanse of ocean would be found, perhaps as far as 
82° N. lat. and 160" E. long., and it would be in the direction to the region 
where Sir John Franklin has most probably been arrested. Another route, 
if more practicable, would be to the New Siberian Islands, the larger oIle of 
which, Kotelnoi has two excellent harbours, and the sea on their northern si( Ie is 
very deep, in ode place 175 fathoms being found 10 miles from the land. The 
distance both ways, are only about 1,300 miles from the said starting point in a 
straight line. . 

The expedition should be in the Spitzbergen Sea, if necessary, from the 
1st March to the 1st November, to watch for an opening. 

Independently of the object which it is to be hoped might thus be attained, the 
exploration of the sea under consideration, and the survey of Spitzbergen and 
Novaya Zemlya, would be most important as a guidance to the whale-fishing 
community; and indeed the decision of the question, as to whether that sea is 
suitable for a whale, seal, or walrus fishery, would alone be worth such an 
expedition. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Augustus Petermann. 

2\2. M 2 Mi~cellaneou:, 
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Miscellaneous Correspondence. 

~o. 5:2. 

LETTER from Captain Sir E. Belcher, c. D., to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Dear Sir, 20 April 1 ~,-,:.!. 
TIlE ('llclo"ed, from some anonymous writer, was. sent til thl' Admiralty for ~e. 

It Iwrfl'dly coiucidl''; with my oft repeated questIOn, "\Vhat were the CaIrns 
erectco for: ,. 

Yery faithfully your's, 
(signed) E. Belcher. 

Sir. London, 14 April1H:>:!. 
YOl" are probahl~r awa~'e. th~t a report appe~red ill .Ol~e of !he newspapers ~o,me 

months since, of SIr J. 1'ranklll1 havmg mentIOned hIS mtentIOn of not deposItmg 
his records or d('~patchl''' in a cairn itsl'lf, but at a distance of some 10 or I:! 
feet from it, witll tIll' dil'l'dion of the deposit indicated by a finger-post erected on 
the r:tirll; and furtlwr, that the officers of the late expedition were ignorant of this 
intention. 

This report i,; certainly supported by the fact, that although the cairn cli,;
covered I,\" the btt' cxpl~dition wa,; thoroughly examined in itself, and underneath, 
no tidill(2.~ or memorial of Sir J. Franklin were discovered. A cairn and finger
po,;t were met with, but for what. possible objcct could they have been erected, 
except in connexion with a deposit of despatches or otl}('r records. As a direc
tion mark fur an~' particular locality or route, one pos~ alone would be u!'cless, 
and it is in thl' highest degree improbable that so experIenced and distinguished 
an officl'r a, Sir .J. Franklin, would depart from an anchorage so precipitately as 
to be preventcd from leaving some documents behind him. There can be little 
doubt that records are still in ('xi,;tC'l1ce at the first winter quarters of Sir .r. 
Franklin\.; expedition, and a steamer should accompany you so tar, to bring home 
the accounts of a further search for tiLiiuS!:" . 

. ~ Your obedient Servant, 
(signed) Inquirer. 

1'0.5:3. 

LETTER from Mr. TV. Pen1lY (late commanding Her Majesty's Discoyel'Y Yesscls 
" Lady Franklin" and " Sophia") to the Secrctary of the Admiralty. 

102, Gn'at Russell-street, 
Sir, 30 October 1852. 

\VITII reference to my interview with his Grace the Duke of ~()rthllmberland, 
of ~hom I entreated that .i Il"tice might be done to mf:, now that the t!I'~IJ(ttclH's 
rccl'IYl"ll from Sir Edward Belchl'!' have attested the truth of my ('XrJl'('''~f'd opinion 
and oft-repeated a"';l'rtioll respecting the open water beyond the \Velling-toll 
Ch~nnel, I fed su.re that their Lordships will no longer witllhold from me their 
f(·stllllon.r of theIr appreciations of my sf'rvices; a testimonial lIa\"in;:!," been 
aLit!rt'~"l'd to Captain Austin, on the 6th December 185} hy the late Board of 
Admiralty. subsequent to the publication of the Report of' the Arctic Committee, 
with which their Lordships' said letter was printed. 

"lay I therefore request this act of justice at the hands of the Lords of the 
A.dmiralty, for which I left my home at Aberdeen, and sought my interview with 
IllS Grace. I 1 & lave, c. 

(signed.) Wfil. Penny. 

~o. 54. 

LETTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to ~'lr. W. Penny. 

Sir,.. Admiralty, 1 Xovemher B5~ . 
. I HAVE receIved and l~d before .my Lords CJlnll1i..;~il!lwr~ of the Admiralty 

}o.ur letter of .the 30th ultImo, and, m reply, I am commanded by their Lord-. 
~lllps t'J acquamt you, that they have great satisfaction in conveying to you their 

entire 
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entire concurrence in the opinion expressed by the late Arctic Committee (in their 
Report, dated 20th November 1851) on your own conduct, and on that of the 
officers. and men employed under your orders during your search for Sir John 
Franklm "and the officers and crew of Her Majesty's ships "Erebus" and 
" Terror. 

My Lords ~urther ?esire to express to you their thanks for your humane and 
arduous exertIOns whIlst engaged on that service. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) A. Stafford. 

No.5;). 

LETTER from Mr. 'V. Penny to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

102, Great Russell-street, 
Sir, 2 November 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of their LordsIJip:;' thanks of 
this day, and beg you will convey to his Grace the Duke of Northumberlalld and 
the present Board of Admiralty my sense of gratitude for that act of j ll~tiO:I~, 
which could alone set my mind at rest upon a point of honour. 

I hay!', &c. 
(signed) 'I'm. Penn.If' 

No. 56. 

LETTER trom Mr. W. He1'scltel de Gt'iesbaclt to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Ottersberg, near Bremen, 
Sir, 2:'>' November 1852. 

FEELING satisfied that any circumstance tending towards the elucidation of the 
fate or the present whereabouts of Sir John Franklin and his associates, will be 
received with interest by my Lords of the Admiralty, I cannot resist the impulse 
of acquainting them, through your medium, with the following :-

In a letter dated Tromsoe (in upwards of 69b" N. lat.), in Finnland (properly 
Finmark), 18th September 1852, it is stated that our Spitzbergmen (vessels, 
not men) have returned, and all have had more or l!'~~ success. It is a remark
able fact, that a great many of the reindeer ~kins which they have brought with 
them have cuts (slits) in their ears, although the reindeer of Spitzbergen live ill 
a perfect wild state. Hence it is concluded that these animals (those with slit 
ears) may have separated from the tame deer of Nova Zembla, and proceeded tu 
Spitzbergen across the ice. 

How such a distance? This is barely possible, and altogether improbable. But 
how, provided these deer, with slits of long standing in their ('ar!', and which 
have clearly been cut with knives, did not proceed frum Nova Zemhla across the 
ice to Spitzbergen? 

The answer to this query might, I would humbly submit, be, "that precisely in 
the same manner as the commander of a late expedition in search of the missing 
ships caused a considerable number of Arctic foxes to be taken alive, and after 
fastening printed bills or cards to various parts of their bodies and limbs, set them 
again in freedom, for the obvious purpose of creating a chain of communication 
with the parties sought after, provided anyone single fox were caught or shot by 
the party in question;" thus making local animals the vehicle of communication 
or correspondence; so might Sir John Franklin, or any member or members of 
his party, have availed themselves of the same local facility (merely substituting 
the reindeer for the fox, and being, of course, without the possibility of using 
printed cards or bills, or even written ones) of communicating to the world with
out, that within the dreary, and in all probability ice-bound and pent-up fast
nesses of Spitzbergen, there existed men in possession of knives, and endowed 
with sufficient intelligence and means to catch or entrap the wildest animal of the 
region involuntarily inhabited. by them, alive, and then trusting to Providence for 
the result, turning them loose in hope. 

82. M 3 . Again, 
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Again, who shall say that Sir John Franklin, or one of his party, may not 
actually have caught or shot one of the foxes before al1uded to, and thus have 
ardved at the very idea of making the animal creation a means of notice of their 
('xistence within to the world without? 

HUWn'l'f this may ultimately prove, I leave all further investigation to the 
wIsdom of my Lords of the Admiralty, satisfied with having done my duty in 
calling their attention to the ",lIbject, and merely adding, that, if necessary, the 
authenticity of the fact communicated can be decidedly and satisfactorily esta
blished. 

Pf'rmit me to claim the precedence of this respectful communication. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) TV1l1. Herschel de Griesbach, 

Late of British Service. 

No. 57. 

LETTER froUl the Sccretary of the Admiralty to Mr. W. H. de Griesbach. 

Sir, Admiralty, 26 November 1852. 
J H A \'F. I't Tl'i H'd and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 

YOli r Idttr of the :!~d instant, reporting that reindeer had been found in Spitz
Iwrg't'll with their ('ars slit with knives, and the probability of the same having 
oeen done by some of the expedition under Sir J. Franklin. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) A. Stafford. 
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