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ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS.

ProceEDINGS of the Arcric ExpepiTion under the Command of Erogefd}ilngs of Sir
1 1 . . , C. B.
Captain Sir Edward Belcher, c.B., employed in the further Search ~ °°
for Sir John Franklin.

No. 1.

InstrucTiONs to Captain Sir K. Belcher, c.B., of Her Majesty’s Ship

¢« Assistance,” for the gnidance of his Proceedings in making further Search
for Sir John Franklin,

By the Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. &c.

1. Having appointed you to the command of the expedition (to consist of
the ships named in the margin) preparing for the further search for Sir John « ggistance.”
Franklin, you are, whenever such ships shall be in all respects ready, to put « Resolute.”
to sea, and, proceeding down channel or north about, make the best of your way ¢ Pioneer.”
. : . p e ! . ¢ Intrepid.
to Barrow Strait, calling at Disco (if in your way), for such replenishments as North Star.”
the place affords, and for a supply of dogs for sledging purposes.

2. We have entrusted you with this command, in the full persuasion of your

thorough acquaintance with its obligations, and of your judgment and ability to
meet them.

3. We do not, therefore, consider it necessary to encumber you with minute
instructions for your guidance at each step of your proceedings; but furnishing
you with papers which point out the views of the Admiralty, as successive
expeditions have been despatched from this country, and those also relative to

the difficulties occurring to oppose those views, we leave it to you to decide, as
the case shall present itself.

4. We deem it right, however, that a certain course of proceedings should be
pointed out to you; and adopting the recommendation of the Committee ap-
pointed in October 1851, to inquire and report upon a previous expedition,
the plan of future operations there proposed is to be considered as the basis of
your proceedings. By that plan, Beechey Island is the point indicated as the
basis of your operations, and you are to consider it as the grand rendezvous to
which you are to push forward, there to establish the * North Star” as a general
depbt. :

5. Arrived at this point, two great objects will engage your attention :—

1st. The endeavouring to pass up Wellington Channel with one sailing
vessel and one steamer.

2d. The advance of a similar force towards Melville Island.

6. The object of the first of these expeditions will be, the endeavour to recover
those traces of Sir John Franklin which ceased at Cape Bowden to the north of
Beechey Island, and to follow up such traces, if they should be found. The
object of the other expedition will be, to deposit, if possible, at Winter Harbour,
Melville Island, or failing that, at Byam Martin Island, a supply of provisions,

fuel, and clothing, for any parties that might reach such positions from Captain
Collinson’s or Commander M‘Clure’s ships.

7. As regards the first-named expedition and the possible contingency of
coming upon Sir John Franklin’s track, we cannot too strongly impress upon
you Qhe necessity of your establishing along your line of route, cachettes of
Provisions sufficient to supply your crews, and those of the missing ships,
should any accident happen to your own vessels and render it necessary for you
to return without them to the general rendezvous at Beechey Island; and yq_lul
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Proceedings of Sir will be most careful along the line

k. Belcher, c. B.

» CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS.

of such route, as well as in every other

direction yon may have to take, to avail yourself of every remarkable pro-
montory, point of land, or other distinctive locality, to deposit exact notices of

your condition and intended proceedings; and you are to give positive orders

that these notices or records are to be deposited 10 feet true north of the cairn-

or staff, and likewise beneath or in the cairn itself.

8. With regard to the expedition to be despatched towards Melville Island, it
is scarcely to be contemplated that, under the most favourable circumstances,
more could be donein the first season than to reach that point; and the officer
in charge of that service will of course have to take into account the having

to winter in that quarter.

9. His carliest attention in that case, in the ensuing spring, will be—1st. the
depositing such supplies at Melville Island as he can spare, or endeavouring to
convey them thither by sledges, if he should not reach the island with his ships;
and, 2(. the detaching travelling parties ina westerly direction for the combined
purpose of a scarch for traces of Sir John Franklin, and of depositing notices in
conspicuous situations as to where the supplies are left, but being at the same
time strictly enjoined to return to their ships before the usual period of the
breaking up of the ice. in order that such ships may return to their rendezvous
at Beechey Island, or otherwise prepare for quitting Lancaster Sound to return
to England, according as the supplies on board of his ships and the length of
time consumed in the above service shall require.

10. And here we think it necessary more particularly to call your attention
to the instructions to be given by you to the officer charged with this branch of
the expedition ; for whilst there is a possibility of your calculating on an early
return of such officer from Melville Island in the summer of 1853, and of his
being able to afford you support in any particular direction, it is on the other
hand not improbable, that from a prolonged detention to the westward, it may
be his bounden duty not to hazard a further stay in those seas, but to make the
best of his way home, in which case he must endeavour to communicate with
the rendezvous at Beechey Island before finally quitting Barrow’s Strait, in
erder to obtain information of the other ships, and to deposit records of his
proceedings.

11. He should, therefore, be made to understand the nature of the responsi-
bility that devolves upon him, both as to the execution of his orders in the first
instance, and determining the point at which the power of compliance with those
orders ceases.

12. It is, of course, possible that seasons such as were experienced by the
expedition in 1850-51 may again occur to prevent a passage by ships up
Wellington Channel, or to the west of Griffith Island ; and, under such circum-
stances, it will be for you to consider how far it might serve any useful purpose
to undertake an examination by travelling parties from Baring Bay, or Prince
Alfred Bay, in the direction of Jones’s Sound, in addition to those which it will
be your duty to send out to the morth and north-west, for traces of Sir John
Franklin, in the direction of Queen’s Channel.

13. Our instructions, therefore, are without reference to the possible circum-
stance of records still being found at Beechey Island, or elsewhere (and for which
it will be your duty to search), at a certain_distance from the respective cairns,
where it has been stated it was Sir John Franklin’s custom to deposit them ;*
and if by such records it should prove that Sir John Franklin proceeded to the
eastward out of Lancaster Sound, after he wintered at Beechey Island in 184546,
you will still continue to push forward two of your ships towards Melville
Island, as already directed by us, and with the other two you are to act as cir-
cumstances may render necessary, depending on the information which those
records may convey; and adverting to the report of two ships having been seen
on the ice in the North Atlantic, in the spring of 1851, we think it expedient to
draw your attention to this subject, that you may adopt such steps on your way
from Baffin Bay, with reference to search and inquiry on the shores of Davis

Straits,

* The piece of tir: or copper. said by Adam Beck to have been dropped from a staff, should al
be looked for.—S-e Evidence before Arctic Committee, PP o A shotid atee
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Straits, as you may consider most advisable under the circumstances above stated, Proceedings of Sir
and the information the records may convey. E. Belcher, c.s.

14. You are aware of the deposit of stores and provisions at Port Leopold,
and of the steam launch left there by Sir James Ross : you are at liberty to
“employ that vessel in any way that her services may be made available; but
with reference to the store of provisions at Port Leopold, and also those for
100 men which were landed by Mr. Saunders on an island in Navy Board Inlet,
it is our directions that such provisions and stores shall on no account be touched
by any of the vessels under your orders, unless compelled to do so by absolute
necessity.

15. We have furnished you with copies of these instructions, which you are
to deliver to the captain and officers in command of vessels under vour orders.
And we deem it necessary that you should be directed to communicate freely
and unreservedly with your second in command, and the officers in charge of the
other ships, on all points connected with the expedition, keeping them acquainted
with your views and intentions, that, in case of an accident happening to your-
self, or a separation of the ships, these officers may be fully aware of the course
of proceedings intended to be adopted by you ; and, when the ships are separated
from you for the purpose of carrying out our orders, the same unreserved inter-
course and communication is to be maintained between the officers in command
of the respective ships.

16. You are, no doubt, aware of the “ Prince Albert,” private vessel, being
engaged in a like search in the Arctic Seas; you are to afford that vessel every
aid and assistance in the event of falling in with her, but you are in no way to
interfere with her ordeérs, or take her under your charge.

17. The various logs and private journals, with drawings, plans, &c., are to be
sent to this office on the return of the expedition. And you are to be careful
that, from the date of your parting company with the ships sent to assist in
towing you, your own letters to our secretary, together with those of the officers
addressing you, are duly numbered, as well as dated ; and you are invariably,
should any opportunity offer, to leave letters for us at such places as Cape
Warrender, Ponds Bay, &c., provided no delay be incurred thereby.

18. Your ships have been fully equipped for the service they are going upon ;
and it has been our desire that you should be provided with every means and
resource that might be made available. We have an entire reliance on the best
use and application of those means on your part, and we have equal confidence
in the care to be exercised by you for those employed under your orders; but
there is one object which, in the exercise of that care, will naturally engage your
constant attention, and that is, the safe return of your party to this country.

19. We are sensible, however, that notwithstanding a wish to keep this part

of your duty prominently in mind, yet that an ardent desire to accomplish the

- object of your mission, added to a generous sympathy for your missing country-

men, may prevail in some degree to carry you beyond the limits of a cautious
prudence,

20. You are, therefore, distinctly to understand our directions to be, that the
several ships under your orders shall each be on its way home, and to the east-
ward of Barrow Strait, whenever their stock of provision shall have been reduced
to 12 months’ full allowance ; and commending you, and those employed under
you, to the providence of God, we trust that success may crown your efforts, and
that you may be the means of affording succour to those of our countrymen
whose absence we have so long deplored.

Given under our hands this 16th day of April 1852,

(signed) Northumberland.
Hyde Parker.
Phipps Hornby.
Thos. Herbert.
Alex. Milne.

By command of their Lordships,
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton.

Ly
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« Assistance.”
¢ Resolute.”
¢« North Star.”
¢ Pioneer.”
¢ Basilisk.”
“ Desperate,”
«¢ Intrepid.”
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No. 2.

No. 1. ]
(-1 Lerrer from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Assistance,”
Sir, within the Sunk Light, 22 April 1852.

I uave the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis.-
sioners of the Admiralty, that I was compelled to anchor the vessel under my
orders about five miles short of the Sunk Light last evening, in consequence of
an accident to the machinery of the “Intrepid,” viz., connecting rod bent—
shifted the same, and now ready.

In consequence of some doubt as to how she may .behave:, 1 have retained the
« Lightning,” for the present, in order to assist her if requisite.

The squadron is now moving forward, with a fine leading wind from the §.E.

Some damage done to spars was expeditiously repaired, by the assistance of
Commodore Hope at Sheerness, to whom 1 feel much indebted for his personal

exertioun.
I have, &ec.

(signed) Edward Belcher,
Captain commanding Arctic Expedition.

No. 3.
(No. 2.)
Lerter from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Assistance,” Stromness,
Sir, 26 April 1852.
I nave the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, that the ships and vessels under my orders, as per
margin, reached this anchorage during yesterday.

The « African” parted company with « North Star” off Lowestoffe without
receiving her orders or rendezvous, and as she has not yet appeared, and not
having canvas to keep up with the ships, I have reason to believe (from the
report of Commander Pullen) that she has returned to Sheerness.

From the general sailing qualities of the vessels composing this expedition,
I am in hopes that the ¢ Desperate” and ¢ Basilisk,” under low power, may
do all that we may require, should we experience light winds ; and I should not

deem 'lit prudent to use them at all should rough weather or heavy swells
prevail.

The expenditure of fuel up to this position has been small, and I am happy

to say, that any quantity that might be required to complete happens to be in
port.

As soon as the vessels con be watered, stowage, &e. completed, I shall proceed

in the prosecution of the service entrusted to me, which I trust may be on Wed-
nesday morning after post.

Enclosed are docum'ents, Nos. 1 to 4, relative to steam-vessels, and an absentee
from Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Resolute.”
I have, &c.

(signed) Edw. Belcher,
Captain commanding Arctic Expedition.

No. 4.
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No. 4.

(No. 3.) )
Lerrer from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Assistance,” Stromness,
Sir, 28 April 1852.
T mavE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, that, having completed coal, water, fresh beef, and
refitted, I am now quitting this port.

The “ African,” not having rejoined, I presume has returned to Sheerness.

I have the honour to enclose the state and condition of the vessels under my
orders,
And am, &c.
(signed) Edward Belcher,
Captain commanding Arctic Expedition.

No. 5.

(No. 4)
Lerter from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship « Assistance,” at Sea,
Lat. 60° 24’ N., Lon. 23° 40’ W.
Sir, 8 May 1852.

I BAvE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, that in consequence of a heavy gale which sprung
up in 183 W., that I was compelled to cast off the steamers, and until the
present moment it has not been sufficiently moderate to communicate with them,
nor can we now, or within any reasonable prospect, obtain any supply of fuel
or other stores from them, owing to the threatening aspect of the weather and
state of barometer.

The tenders have consumed 25 tons or more, which renders it still more
unfortunate.

I have great satisfaction in being able to approve most warmly of the con-
duct of the Commanders of the “ Basilisk ” (Mr. H. Jeffery) and ¢ Despe-
rate ” (Mr. Wm. Byford), for their great attention, and for the masterly manner
in which they have acquitted themselves without an accident in this, to them,
harassing duty.

I enclose the present provision on board Her Majesty’s Ship * Assistance ;”
and others will be forwarded if they arrive before the steamers part company.

I have, &ec.
(signed) Edw. Belcher,
Captain commanding Arctic Expedition.

No. 6.
Lerter from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Assistance,”

Sir, Whalefish Islands, 29 May 1852.
I HavE thought it convenient to note, as the subjects occur to me, certain
portions of my orders to the officers generally, with reference to burying infor-
mation, erecting cairns, marks, &c., and with which I deem it important that

their Lordshi b d inted. :
eg;‘ ordships may be made acquain eA 5 Taking
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Orders for marks.
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Taking into consideration the difficulties encountered by the officers of the la§t
expedition, detained for days by snow storms, absence of sun, possible error in
computing the true meridian, &ec., 1 have deemed it necessary to add to their
Lordships’ order, that a second small pile or mark in the c'omputegi meridian
line is to be invariably constructed, so that that bottle or eylinder will be found

between the marks. ) )
That the bottle or cylinder at 10 feet be buried, when practicable, three feet

beneath the surface ; and that its position may be more easily traced by those
searching for records of the expedition, a stratum of fine gravel, stones or pave-
ment, at one or more feet beneath the surface, on a surface of three feet diameter,
is to be carefully placed, and carefully covered to the surface. o

Other modes have occurred to me where time and the importance’of the matter
are concerned, but all will hinge on the 10 feet radius, on the segment of which,
embracing a certain distance (vide diagram), a series of stones may with less
trouble be inserted in the ground : thus, as in diagram, at 10 feet 2 points or
29> 30’ of azimuth would be given by the segment of 4 feet, a very trivial
labour, and to any but a civilized eye confusing rather than directing search.

Scale, 3 of an inch to a foot.

Parties sent to examine cairns constructed in early spring, or before the sun'’s
rays l}ax'e any effect on the stones (which may also be covered with snow), should
have it impressed on them, that as summer progresses, and the sun heats the
stones piled with and probably upon snow, that they must not mistake fallen or
possibly entirely dilapidated cairns as old or demolished by man or beast, but
fallen asunder by the thaw.

As experiments may be tried by pieces of iron hoop to test the possibility of
search by magnetic needle over snow, I deem it right to notice that any such will
be at right angles to the meridian, or east and west (true).

I am l,nclined to think that at present, as in case of the sledge-marks of
Fr.anklm s expedition, any heavily compressed lines on the snow, or foot-marks,
might be traged for successive years, and under this impression 1 shall follow up
some of my investigations on Beechey Island, although under the drawback of
its having been already invaded by the party of the late expedition, but still as
late as August. As Franklin probably moved early in June, I have yet some
hope that this idea may help me.
“vAllthgugh we have not succeeded in finding the metal punches demanded at

oolwich, but not on the charge of the carpenter, I have discovered a small set
sent by Mr. Cary with my instruments ; with these, leaden or brass plates will
be struck, and they also will be placed in the cairns. The canisters also used to
mark our cairns will be marked with the ship’s name punched.

Lievely, Disco, 9 June 1852.

Our cpmmunications here have been very much retarded by not understanding
the Dar_nsh lgxnguage; I. have, therefore, signed receipts only for furs and stores,
dogy=, pilots, &c.; the prices to be arranged between the Governments.

1 have
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I have been informed that good coal has been found about 40 miles east of proceedings of Si

this, and as my passage by the Waigat may be the shortest, I shall endeavour to E. Belcher, c. 5.
test this, and, if possible, make up our deficiency. -

It affords me very great pleasure to state that Captain Kellett is rapidly im-
proving, and all around me give me great satisfaction. A rough survey has been
made of this port. Had we been furnished with any guide, we should have
avoided all trouble, and not required very incompetent pilots, who, by their want
of knowledge of English, confused our helmsman, and made us touch (without
stopping). Indeed, had we been informed that Lievely could accommodate 1 0
ships, we should not have lost time at Whalefish Islands.

I am now proceeding to Uppernavick, where I am informed the whalers are
cruising. I have not been able to ascertain any satisfactory account of the state
of the ice, but the winter has not been severe; less so than usual; but hard
gales have nevertheless prevailed, and heavier detached bergs in consequence.

[ shall, probably, be enabled to send letters by the whalers from the north, or
at all events from Uppernavick.

I have, &ec.
(signed) Edward Belcher, Captain.

No. 7.

{No. 6.)
LerrEr from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship «“ Assistance,”
Sir, Lievely, Disco, 9 June 1852.

1. I nave the honour to acqnaint you, for the information of my Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, that I reached and anchored at the Whalefish
Islands on the 29th ultimo, where I remained until the 5th, and reached this
on the evening of the 6th of June.

2. Owing to baffling winds and not being able to comprehend the pilots, this
ship as well as the « North Star” touched the ground, the latter vessel having
remained for some hours ; no material damage was sustained. 'The ¢ Pioneer,”
however, dropped foul of an iceberg, by which slie lost the head of her mizen-
mast ; as it was found she could dispense with canvas on that mast during the
passage out, I have not deemed it necessary to replace it, but have shortened it.
The “ Intrepid” lost the stock of her anchor at the Whalefish Islands; [ have
been enabled to replace it by one of wood from the Danish establishment here.

3. As the Danish Governor here could not sell furs, [ have given him receipts
in triplicate, as in document enclosed; also for payment for dogs, pilotage, &c.
The current value here of seal skins is about 6d. sterling.

4. The moment the wind permits, I intend procecding to Uppernavick by the
Waigat, as I am informed that extensive scams of coal are to be met with about
40 miles to the eastward of this port.

5. Captain Kellett has been a great invalid since the steamers parted company,
but I am happy to say he is fast recovering.

6. I have the honour to enclose a state and condition of the vessels under my E

orders, W

And am, &c.
(signed) Edward Belcher,
Captain commanding Arctic Searching Expedition.

82, A4 Enclosure
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Enclosure in No. 7.

dition of Her Majesty’s Ships and Vessels composing the Arctic Expedition, under the
Report of the State and Con lonCommnmd of ‘bnp{ain Sir Edward Belcher, Knt., c.B.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Assistance,” Lievely, Disco, 9 June 1859,

o ———
SHIPS' AND CAPTAINS’ NAMES.
COMPLEMENTS,
SUPERND niE RARIES “ Assistance.” “ Resolute.” ¢ North Star.” -
AN
Sir E. Belcher, Hy. Kellett, Esq., {W.J.S. Pullen, Esq.,
PROVISIONS. Kat., c.n. T e Commander.
Whole complement- - - - 91 91 40
Seamen borne:
Complement - - - - 78 78 36
Borne - - - - - 78 77 36
Mustered - - - - 77 76 36
Officers - - - - - 11 10 6
Mates and midshipmen - - 3 2 —
Engineers - - - - 2 2 —
Warrant officers - - - 2 2 —_—
Petty officers - - - - 28 27 8
Artificers - - - - 2 1 3
Effective able seamen - - 23 26 17
Stokers - - - - - 4 4 -
Stewards and cooks - - - 3 3 2
Mate or midshipman short -l - - - 1 - - - | French officer borne in lieu,
Marines borne:
Serjeant - - - - - 1 1 —
Corporal - - - - - 1 - - - - - | =- In lieu of one private gent to
) England per ¢ Desperate.”
Bombardiers - - - - 2 2 1
Privates - - - - - 9 10 3
Borne - - - - - 13 13 4
Mustered - - - - 13 13 4
Short of complement - - —_ - —
Gunnery Establishment :
Gunners’ mates - - - ) 2 -
Seamen gunners - - - — — —
Short of complement . - — _ —
Supernumeraries borne :
French officer - B B oo - - 1 - - = | --In lieu of a mate or mid-
shipman shown short of com-
. lement,
ﬁsm-t?nt surgeon - ' T " B - - 1 rI’,em: from ¢ Assistance.”
usician ° ) " B 1 - - - - = | Lent from ¢ Resolute.”
Sick :
Number on board - - - 4 4 4
Number on shore - - - —_ — —
Total Number victualled - 91 90 41
On Board :
Provisions - - - -
3 years, nearly | 3 years, nearly | 3 years, nearly | - - Coals in Pioneer,” tender
Necessaries - - - - to ¢ Assistance,” 238 tons.
3 years, nearly | 3 years, nearly | 3 years, nearly | - - Coals in I’ntrepid," tender
Coals - - - - - to “ Resolute,” 234 tons.
80 tons 58 tons 140} tons. *
Water :
Ship stores - - - Tons 51
On board - - - Tons 16 ?é 12
Dail ens - - 12
y expense Galls, 65 70 ¢o
The Secretary of the Admiralty. (Signed) Edward Belcker,

4 ’
Coptain commanding Arctic Expedition.
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No. 8.

No. 7.) ) .
( Lerrer from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship * Assistance,”
Sir, off North end of Disco, 16 June 1852.

HerewrrH I forward, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the
Admwiralty, the duplicate of my last despatch, left with the Governor of Lievely,
to be forwarded vid Copenhagen, by the Danish vessel which will probably sail
in August from that port.

On the 10th I proceeded to the mouth of the Waigat, and examined the
coast for the coal referred to. I found that the seams did not occur as stated
near the beach, but were some distance inland, and that only stray pieces washed
down by the mountain torrents were to be met with, strewed along the line of
Sandy Beach, which the Esquimaux guide probably intended us to understand
“ 5 easily to be picked up along the beach,” instead of the seams lying in that
direction. One bag was picked up by the boat’s crew, and brought on board to
burn ; it was found to retain its heat well, but did net inflame or burn readily
without the aid of other coal, by which I should judge that it would be well
adapted for steamers.

I should imagine from the aspect of the country, being in this region bare of
snow, although a late snow storm had covered the land on each side of it thickly,
that very extensive deposits (over very nearly 15 miles of coast, extending from
the south-eastern angle of Disco westerly) might be met with inland ; the veins
apparently closed, as far as I could judge by the telescope and soil of the cliffs
at the beach, in a loose sand or yellowish clay. The quantity found on the
beach did not warrant delay ; I, therefore, stood on up the Waigat until the noon
of the 12th, when finding the ice become troublesome to navigate through with
a foul wind, and causing more labour than convenient to the crews, I determined
to pass by the south end of Disco, and by the west to Uppernavick.

This morning has satisfied me that I have acted correctly, as I find the
western mouth of the Waigat so completely blocked, that our passage through,
had we persevered, would not have been practicable. Even here the ice is very
close, and as my duties will now call for my presence almost continually on deck,
I must decide upon putting my future communication more in the form of a
journal, as at the moments when opportunities occur for sending away despatches,
general duties so completely engage me, that I am reduced almost to the mere
service-letter, reporting arrival and sailing.

Up to the present moment I have great satisfaction in assuring their Lordships
of the very satisfactory manner in which every class of officers and men enter
upon their duties ; and cheerfully exert themselves when called upon.

~ My second, Captain Kellett, I am happy to say, is rapidly improving, and in
10 days hence will, I trust, be able to undergo as much exertion as his active
mind leads him at present to anticipate.

June 20, Uppernavick.—We reached this anchorage yesterday morning at
about six o’clock. A heavy gale, with snow and sleet, came on, and the bergs to
which the “ Resolute,” and * Pioneer” as well as ourselves were fast, moved off :
the “ Resolute,” lost her jib-boom, whether by  berg” or “ Pioneer” I have not
yet learned ; the other vessels were fortunate in having their anchors down, hy
which much labour and exposure was saved.

The whalers passed through these islands about 14 days ago (15 in number),
and by the reports of the Esquimaux are about 20 Danish miles (or 80 English)
to the northward, awaiting the opening of the ice. Although the winter has
been very mild, there are more bergs adrift than usual, and probably there will
be more open water this season in the various channels and fiords, from whence
they escape.

I have, &c.

(signed)  Edward Belcher,
Captain commanding Arctic Expedition.

82, - B . No. 9.

Proceedings of Sir
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No. 9.
(No. a.) .
" "LerTER from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty.
Her Majesty’s Ship ‘¢ Assistance,” at Sea,
Sir, Melville Bay, 9 to 20, July 1852.

My last had barely been despatched to the “.True Love,” when it became
necessary to take advantage of an opening, whl'ch was followed up with great
spirit by the whaling fleet; but more particularly by the < M‘Lellan,”
American whaler; but her commander, too anxious to force his \:essel into a very
narrow channel, which led to a little open water, and neglecting to cut into
dock, got so severely nipped, that his vessel was deemed past hope of recovery.
Under these circumstances, in order to prevent the disgraceful acts which
occurred with the “ Regalia,” I despatched a party of seamen a_nc_i marines to
assist in preserving property from pillage, as well as to secure spirits, &c. from
being broken into. The carpenters of the v?ssels were also sent to ascertain if
it might be possible to save and repair the ship.

Further, the position of the vessel rather endangered the ‘ North Star.”
The mate of the American ship had most fortunately destroyed the spirits ; and
I found that by our aid the vessel might be saved and rendered sea-worthy if
she escaped fresh nip. She was refitted, caulked, and her side shored before
midnight.

Unfortunately before morning a fresh movement of the ice rendered the condi-
tion of the whole fleet very precarious.

Commander Pullen sent to inform me, * that the American had fallen on his
bow, carried away his cathead, and he expected shortly to lose his bowsprit.
That the American had received a fresh nip, and had nine feet water in the
hold, and was fast settling.”

Our own docks had been rent from the main floe, and all was apparently
breaking up around us. Al the men that could be spared were sent to the

‘“ North Star” as soon as the other vessels were secured, and the wind had
fallen.

The American having abandoned his vessel, I took possession (by his con-
sent), and saved such provisions and coals as could be got up, for which I have
given him receipts. At this moment the wreck is lying with her quarter
jammed by the ice on the bow of the * North Star,” but I have caused her
bower cable to be passed across his stern post, and secured along his port side to
the mainmast of the wreck; and on one heavy motion of the ice yesterday I had
the satisfaction of seeing this act successfully. The entire fleet are still in a
very precarious situation; five are still enduring heavy pressure; their crews
and kits are on the ice, prepared for the worst. Ihave visited and assisted them
as I saw requisite, and I think that the presence of Her Majesty’s ships has at
all events suppressed any of the desperate habits of the seamen engaged in this

very peculiar employment, when laws of their own seem to guide them
exclusively.

until last night could not move, and our advance has not exceeded a mile.

After stripping the “ M¢Lellan,” she settled to the water’s edge, where she still
holds on, but clear of all the vessels.

Herewith T enclose a copy of the certificate given to the master of the

“M<Lellan” for the provisions and coals, which have been duly taken on
charge.

The spars and other gear have been used amongst the squadron to make
good defects ; but these are not chargeable, being classed as fuel : I have thought
fit to allu'de to this in case any demand should be made for them at any future
period. They have been taken in charge by the proper officers.

1 have, &e.
(signed) Edw. Belcher, Captain.

July 20.—1I have been in hourly expectation of release from this position, but

No. 10.,
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No. 10.

No. 10.)
( LerTER from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship ““ Assistance,”
Sir, off Cape Warrender, 7 August 1852.

I nave the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, that I reached this station to-day. On the 26th J uly,
owing to separation in fog, the * Resolute,” - Intrepid,” and ¢ North Star,”
taking an in-shore lead, became entirely separated ; but were in a better condi-
tion to advance than ourselves.

Therefore, before losing sight, made the several rendezvous; viz., Cape
D.'Digges, Cape Horsburgh, Cape Warrender, and Admiralty Inlet.

On the 31st July I called at and communicated with the natives at Cape
York, and left documents for Captain Kellett at the Cape extreme.

‘The same night I did the same at Cape Dudley Digges, desiring him “to
follow on to the other rendezvous,” as his lead might clear him of ice at a more
southern position, and he might not, without ruinous delay, be able to rcach
“Cape Dudley Digges. )

Having cleared the ice, and uncertain whether our consorts might be ahead
or astern, I made all haste to Cape Warrender, and expected to sight it on the
2d August. Strong currents and a strong gale drove us to the southward of
Possession Bay.

On the 5th I endeavoured to land on that coast, but the swell, together with
the loose ice, cast in by the late gales, rendered it impossible.

T then reached off to obtain smoother water on this coast, and shall endeavour
to place this on Cape Warrender, moving on with all despatch to the final
rendezvous at Beechey Island, where I expect to find the rest of the squadron.

As Captain Kellett had with him the Alexander,” whaler, I trust he will
have given a full account of his proceedings since parting.

All on board are well, with but two trifling cases in the list, kept there to
ensure recovery of strength.

I have, &ec.
(signed) Ldward Belcher,
Captain commanding Arctic Expedition,

No. 11.
(No. 11.)

Lerter from Sir E. Belcher to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Assistance,”
Sir, Beechey Island, 14 August 1852,

I mAvE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commmis-
sioners of the Admiralty, that I reached this position on the evening of the 11th,
where I had the gratification of finding the ““ Resolute ” and “ North Star;” the
“ Intrepid ” having joined me in the Straits and towed me up.

2. I had despatched the “ Pioneer ”” from Cape Warrender, to examine Navy
Board Inlet for information, and deposit the duplicate of No. 10, left at Cape
Warrender ; also to report on the state of the provisions, as in copy of instruc-
tions enclosed.

3. At Cape Warrender I found the cairn and post erected by Captain Austin’s
expedition, but no document ; the tally, having written on it, “Pull out record,”
was found beside the cairn, deeply impressed by the teeth of some small animal.
No trace of the visit of man. ~

4. At Cape Hurd I found a document deposited by the « Intrepid.”

5. On the afternoon of the 13th, the “Pioneer ” returned from Navy Board
In_let, having searched for the provisions deposited by the ““ North Star,” but
without success, as will appear by the annexed report of Lieutenant Osborn.

6. Immediately on my arrival here, accompanied by Captain Kellett, I pro-
ceeded with service parties, under the command of Commander Richards and
82. B 2 Lieutenant
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Lieutenant Cheyne, to examine closely Beechey Island and coasts adjacent, for
records of the missing expedition, but without the slightest increase of import-

ance.

7. After a most laborious search, including the lines of direction. of the head
boards of the graves, and head and foot, as well as at 10 feet_dlstances, and
throughout the loose earth, no trace, nor even a scratch on the paint-work, could

be traced.

8. Upon very mature consideration, aided by Captain Kellett and Commander
Pullen, I arrived at the conviction that no hurry in removing from these winter
quarters can be traced. Everything bears the stamp of order aqd regularity ;
and although it is matter of intense surprise, anfi 1ncomprehensnble. to all! it
is my firm conviction that no intention of leaving a record at this position
existed.

9. Other reasons occur to me for such determination, the principal of which is,
that Sir John Franklin would not consider this as a likely spot for inquiry, and
it is evident that by mere chance only they happened to fall upon his traces. If
I am asked why, my reply is, that at Cape Riley, or any other more prominent
and accessible positions, beyond the discovery of former visitors, Sir John
Franklin would place his heacon—certainly not here.

10. It may next be inquired, why have the former searching parties failed to
find these marks ¥ My reply again is, look even to the cairns erected last year by
the well-organized expedition of my predecessor. They are easily overlooked,
passed unnoticed, or destroyed by animals.

11. We have not been able, even with this very open season, to trace the
large supplies left at Navy Board Inlet by the “ North Star,” and no beacon
marks their whereabouts. How then are the distressed to avail themselves of
this depot *

12. Port Leopold is at present equally inaccessible, as reported by Commander
M*Clintock, who sought me in that neighbourhood. It is, therefore, a most
serious drawback to any chances of relief that these depdts should have been
placed on the southern shores of the Sound, when it is well known that the
northern are always easily and safely accessible.

13. The shortness of the remaining season, and the vast importance of taking
every advantage to benefit by the present open water in carrying out the main
instructions of their Lordships, by the two great channels, for the objects therein
referred to, renders it imprudent to risk any delay by further attempt to exa-
mine Port Leopold, which may be effected by Commander Pullen during the
winter or early in the spring—but a short journey compared with those effected
last year.

14. I enclose, for the information of their Lordships, copies of the instructions
which I have deemed it necessary to give to Captain Kellett and Commander
Pullen, which I yet hope may be conveyed to England this season, should the
¢ Prince Albert ™ touch here when released from winter quarters.

15, No trace whatever of that vessel has been found.

16. Commander M*Clintock has just returned from examination of the ice in
Wellington Channel, from which I have every hope of making successful pro-
gress this season. The current appears to run rapidly from it out of Lancaster
Sound, charged with small floes. This current enters Union Bay, and sweeping
round the spit of Beechey Island (it is not a peninsula), binds the ice in that bay
and comes out under the floe to which the squadron is fast, with some velocit);
to the southward.

17. Yesterday, accompanied by Captain Kellett and Commander Pullen. I
searched Cape Riley. The result of our examination, viewing it as a possil;le
magnetic station, is most assuredly adverse to any such conclusion. As a mag.
netic observer myself (Kellett and Pullen also), I ‘could trace nothing to warra;glt
any such conclusion. = Nor do I believe it probable that instruments of such a
nature Woul(! be carried to a spot totally unprotected in every way, and not pos-
sessing any feature to recommend it, when the spit on Beechey Island afforded
the best locality.

18. Another
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- 18. Another very important reason, adverse to any such selection, would be
the almost vertical mass of mountains within a few yards of the position.

19. The circles of stones are clearly the remains of Exquimaux habitations,
and flat paved circles in continuation towards the cliff clearly indicate not a
temporary visit. Graves also of men and children, wherein the bones appear to
have been charred, also indicate the resting-place or fixed encampment of
Esquimaux.

920. The station is also well adapted for a fishing position, and for the capture
of birds.

91. It is my firm conviction that had Sir John Franklin been disposed to
leave any record of his movements, many very prominent points present them-
selves, and I have great hopes, from the very open season, that we shall yet find
them on the shores of Wellington Channel.

22. 1 have great satisfaction in reporting my perfect approbation of the una-
nimity and zeal which inspires every one engaged in this trying service, and my
conviction that one and all will do their duty.

23. I have the honour to enclose the state and condition of the vessels under
my orders,

And am, &ec.
(signed) Edward Belcher,
Captain commanding Arctic Expedition.

Enclosure 1, in No. 11.

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Assistance,”
Sir, 7 August 1852, oft Cape Warrender.

I wisa you to proceed with all despatch to Navy Board Islet, and examine the provisions
and stores left there by Her Majesty’s ship “ North Star;” 1st, as to their disturbance by
natives; 2d, as to their apparent state of preservation.

You will carefully examine for records, and leave behind a case containing information of
your visit, as well as the document entrusted to you.

If the weather permits, and you have a chance conveniently to examine Cape Castlereagh,
there are some casks of coal deposited there by Captain Parker, of the “ True Love,” which
you might embark.

You will rejoin me with all despatch at Beechey Island.

Given under my hand, off Cape Warrender, this 7th of August 1852,

(signed) Edward Belcker,
Captain commanding Arctic Expedition,
Lieutenant Sherrard Osborn,
Her Majesty’s Steam-vessel “ Pioneer.”

Enclosure 2, in No. 11.

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Pioneer,”
) Tender to Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Assistance,”
Sir, 12 August 1852,

I BEG to report the return of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ¢ Pioneer” from Navy Board
Inlet, which I have examined in obedience to your orders of 7th of August, without having
been able to discover the depdt of provisions found by Her Majesty’s ship «“ North Star.”

The following is 2 summary of my proceedings since parting company :—

Sunday, August 8, three A.m.—Having run the distance across Lancaster Sound, we wore
ship, at the same time observed the southern coast. It continued to blow hard from N. E,,
with snow and a heavy sea running; we, therefore, endeavoured to hold our position off the
eastern side of the inlet, and succeeded in doing so with some difficulty.

Monday, August 9, three a.m.—The gale broke, and I immediately commenced the
search, steaming along the shore as close as a heavy sea would admit of. On Cape Castle-
re?lgh a small pile of coal bags was seen, doubtless those left by Captain Parker, of the
“ True Love.” The surf breaking on the coast rendered the embarkation of them impossible.
I next examined the Wollaston Isles, and could find neither cairns or beacons, the recent
heavy fall of snow adding to the difficulty of detecting mere piles of stones. On the centre
island of the three, constituting the group, I erected a cairn_or beacon, and executed your
msguctions relative to the documents to be there placed. The eastern shores of the ln}et

2. B3 or
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for a distance of 10 miles were searched as carefully as was consistent with despatch, and I

}l;.r.og'fdli';?co‘;;Sir then crossed over to the west shore, fO}IOWing it along to a small rocky inlet, which marke
elcher, C. 8. d Inlet. . S
= et v o Ny BORLIEL e s paef e s st v

: q : herefore, considered it prudent to desist in the'
acrose the mlet?dt lgqate:gli::t:); stxa':u‘xlls;o{;.t It was then noon ; ourpposition‘ by observation
search, and avoi fl::g%ﬁ N., long. 81° 2 15" W.; and at nine .M., when close to the.
%ﬁf:s;:, ]ilsll:st.a?e ]ongitud(;’ was 80° 4/ 4" W., our position agreeing with those of the
Aql‘n}ln:a;?(,:lfga;:?énted us passing along the southern shore, against which it fw_as closely
pressing, and we had to retrace I:I)ll\l"V steps to the eastward to escape the edge of it, carrying -

i i ly to the N.W. ,
lh?]g:;;l:lz;i cl?)“j{ﬂeg?; )1’8 52.—Calm, with l_ight airs from the sm_xthward, tlée pack havxqg .
slackened very much ; and there being no wind, I again returned into Navy oard_ Inlet, in
the hope of discovering the dep6t. The ice oatside of it, which extended for the distance of
some 20 miles, was slack, but in the inlet _I regre@ted to find a body of clos.e heavy ice. .
Forcing through all we safely could, I again exa{nlned tl}g western shore, _whlch, from its
appearance, was likely to have been used for landing provisions upon, but with no success.
The eastern side as well as the Wollaston Isles were sur'rounded' with a pack; and the sud-
den springing up of a northerly breeze began to send the ice fast into the inlet. Finding the
ice too heavy for the vessel to break through, and having no certain knowledgg_ of the
whereabouts of the depdt in so extensive a coast line as that of the ,mlet, I deemed it nght
to run no further risk of being beset ; aud on Wednesday, at four o’clock a.m., desisted in
the search, and made the best of my way to rejoin the squadron. . ‘

We saw no Esquimaux about the inlet, and I have no doubt the provisions and stores are
merely hidden by accumulated snow, which, in the absence of cairns, it will be difficult to

find, unless their position be known. I have, &o.

(signed) S. Osborn,
Captain Edward Belcher, c.s. Lieutenant in Command of Tender.
&e. &ec. '

Enclosure 3, in No. 11
MEMORANDUM.

IT is my direction that you proceed with a party to the summit of Beechey Island, accom-
panied by Mr. Lewis, who will point out the original cairn left by the “ Erebus” and
“ Terror,”

You will cause the stones to be removed from the entire circle of 20 feet diameter in
‘search of any record, and report fully to me your proceedings herein.

13 August 1852. (signed) Edward Belcher, Captain,

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Assistance,” 13 August 1852,
Sir, oft Beechey Island.

In compliance with the above memorandum, I have the honour to report that I proceeded
at 9. 30 A.M., accompanied by Mr. Lewis, clerk in charge, and three men, to the summit of
Beechey Island. We repaired immediately to the cairn remains left by the “ Erebus” and
“ Terror,” marked a circle round the centre of full 20 feet in diameter, turned out all the
stones within that space, and dug up to the depth of one foot, throwing everything carefully
out; a minute search was also made under all the large stones near the place, but no trace
of aﬁny document was found. We left the spot at 2. 30 p. M., fully convinced that no record
is there. )

oo I have, &c.
To Captain Sir E. Belcher. (signed)  Jokn P. Cheyne, Lieutenant.

Enclosure 4, in No. 11.

By Captain Sir Edward Belcher, c. ., Command ing the Expedition in search of Traces
of Sir Jokn Franklin.

By a printed copy of the instructions furnished you by me of the orders under which [

am proceeding, you are already acquainted ith the princi j
Lords Commis’sioners of the Ac{mirglty. o ® principal objects contemplated by my

Under the second point of paragraph 4, you will
mand is to be divided, one divisiong;:)aexplori \l:fellin
towards Melville Island, or some safe position which may be accessible, and there to deposit

a supply of provisions, fuel and clothj for any parties which m h syt
the expedition under Captain Collinsol:lgor Con¥n?ander M‘Cl“re.ay reach such position from

perceive that the force under my com-
gton Channel, the other to push forward

You
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You are already aware that this second part, viz., the duty of proceeding towards Melville
Island, has been allotted to you, aided by Commander M*Clintock, of Her Majesty’s steam-
vessel * Intrepid.”

The printed instructions of their Lordships addressed to me must be your guide in carrying
out this important duty, and after the long experience | have had of your zeal and judg-
iniantal can only add, execute it with your accustomed energy, and réjoin me at Beechey

sland.

But their Lordships have entailed on me a much more laborious task, that of enjoining you
to a strict observance of their wishes expressed in paragraphs 9, 10, 11.

Under the second part of paragrapa 9 you will probably learn, before our final separation,
of the probability .of my forcing Wellington Channel this season.

Under any contingency, should we become too separate to communicate, you will consider
it as the prominent feature of your sledge operations, to meet our party sent to meet yours,
on the meridian of 105° W, and on the parallel of 77° N.

I do not mean to tie either party to remain there, but as both must be directed to seek that
locality, they will each be instructed to select the coast line nearest to that position as the
grand 'rendezvous, and there erect a cairn, and establish its position as the base for future
operations.

I shall despatch on this service (if not conducted by myself) one of my most able and
qualified officers, and 1 .fe:el that 1t is needless to remurk to you how important it is that every
record upon this expedition should bear the character of our former service.

Thus far have I proceeded. But I now arrive at a point which is attended with serious
difficulty,

Itis I}Irlore than probable, from my experience in blasting the ice, that, either by good for-
tune or unceasing labour, the ship or tender may pass into the Queen’s Channel.

That having found fresh traces of our missing countrymen, we may push on, and on vour
return to Beechey Island at the termination of your mission, you may still find no traces or
notice of us.

Their Lordships’ instructions desire you to return, having reference to your supplies.

As their Lordships are well aware that in my absence it will be impossible for me to sug-
gest to you the course most advisable under the then circumstances, I must trust entirely to
your own good judgment. First, as to supplying the ¢ North Star” with every thing you
can possibly spare, and taking from her every invalid, and making the best of your way to
England, so as to afford their Lordships the best information as to what has been done, and
what course it may yet be advisable to pursue; bearing in mind that vessels can reach
Beechey Island as soon or before those out here would think it prudent to leave Lancaster
Sound.

On the other hand, you may have sufficient provisions to despatch the ¢ North Star,”
Placing your own ship in depét, and sending home full details of your proceedings.

Under any circumstances of advance this season I shall give every positive instruction to
Commander Pullen to send a sledge party to meet one from us at Phillip’s Point, Baillie
Hamilton Island, Dundas Island or Cape Beecher, unless he should have reasons to know
that we are on the Baring Bay side of the channel.

Copies of all letters and orders wiil be furnished him for information of officers in com-
mand, as well as for transmission to England.

I do not deem it necessary to say more than may God prosper your undertaking, and
return you in safety to the rendezvous.

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Assistance,” at Beechey Island,
this 14th day of August 1852.

(signed) Edward Belcher, Captain.
Captain Henry Kellett, c. .,
Her Majesty’s Ship « Resolute.”

With reference to your question touching your possible obstacles in your advance to Mel-
ville Island, and your best position for acting in concert with me next spring, I would sug-
gest your using every effort to hold on by the northern ice, to work along the parallel of
75°. towards Byam Martin Island, or the channel west of it. If you succeed either
by the “ Intrepid,” or both vessels, in reaching Melville Island, you may yet have time to
return to Graham Moore Bay, where it is not improbable that you may find an opening into
the Queen’s Channel.

I think it highly probable that the « Intrepid ” might reach Winter Harbour, and deposit
the provisions and clothing, when the retardation by towing the “ Resolute ” would entirely
prevent the service being carried out. I leave all this for your serious consideration, bearing
i mind that you are not sent there as a depdt, and that when all other places are open,
Barrow’s Straits is generally closed.

(signed) E. B.

82. B 4 Enclosure
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Enclosure 5, in No. 11.

By Captain Sir Edward Belcker, c.B., Commanding the Expedition in search of Traces of
Sir John Franklin and his Companions.
By a printed copy of the instructions under which I am proceeding, and furnished you
in my letter containing the original rendezvous, &e., you will be already fully informed of
the station to be allotted to the ¢ North Star,” under your command.

That is, to remain as dep6t at Beechey Island, until you receive further instructions from
me, or from any other your superior, for your further guidance,

You will be supplied with copies of all mstructions furnished to other officers in command,
and you will cause copies to be made, in order to transmit them to England should any

opportunity offer.

During this season you will despatch two sledge parties to form depdts on the east side of
Wellington Channel, preparatory to more decided exploration of North Devon, Jones’s

Sound, and the land nartherly, in the spring of 1853.

On both these explorations you will give the direction of one sledge, or bhoth sledges, to
the surgeon, Mr. M‘Cormick, who bas been expressly selected and appropriated for this
duty, and you will afford every facility for this enterprising volunteer.

On the other two, which will probably accompany him as far as Baring Bay in the
spring of 1853, I must leave the command to your own discretion.

But you must clearly bear in mind, that the two last must not be allotted to any extended
journey, which may risk the requirement of the ¢ North Star ” for immediate service in
the summer of 1853.

During the remainder of this season you will employ your artificers in constructing a
compact house for the shelter of 60 persons, if possible, in the event of accident renderql’ng
it necessary to despatch the “ North Star” to England.

You have already timber sufficient saved from wrecks, and until the squadron separates,
you will receive every assistance from it. In the event of the “ Assistance’” making suc-
cessful progress this season towards or into the Queen’s Channel, you will despatch one
sledge party to meet one from the “ Assistance ” in the spring of 1853.

You will instruct the officer in charge to call at Point Philip, Baillie Hamilton Island,
Dundas Island or Cape Beecher, unless he should have reason to know that the ship is on
Baring Bay side of the Wellington Channel. The date at which the parties under Captain
Austin’s expedition moved was about the 18th of April. Our party will be instructed to
reach one of those stations on the 11th of May. If earlier, account will be left with a tall
staff and flag attached. Letters and documents will be deposited in a cask, and having
removed them, you will place yours in a similar position.

a {f it s}ipu{;itbqt e]evc:lztec]l( above io feet, you will instruct the person charged with this
uty to climb to it, and take out the papers, instead of pulling it d iski
possibility of its destruction. Peapers putivg it down, and risking the

Given under my hand at Beechey Island, this 14th day of August 1852,

(signed)  Edward Belcher, Captain,

Commander Pullen, H. M. S. “ North Star.”

Enclosure
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Enclosure 6, in No. 11.

The State and Condition of Her Majesty’s Ships and Vessels composing the Arctic Expedition, under the Command of
Captain Sir Edward Belcher, c.B.

Her Majesty’s Ship « Assistance,” at Beechey Island, 14 August 1852,

COMPLEMENTS,  North Star”
SUPERNUMERARIES “ Assistance.” “ Resolute.” orth Star.
AND X W. J. S. Pulles, REMARKS.
PROVISIONS. Sir E. Belcher, c.s. Hy. Kellett, c.s. Commander,
Whole Complement - - 91 91 40
Seamen, of the Number borne :
Complement - - - 78 78 36
Borne - - - - 78 77 36
Mustered - - - 77 76 36
Officers - - - - 11 12 5
Mates and midshipmen - 3 2 1
Engineers - - - 2 2 —
Warrant oflicers - - 2 2 —
Petty officers - - - 28 27 8
Artificers - - - 2 1 3
Effective able seamen - 23 24 17
S:glfv::sds-and c-ooks : : ; ; ; Couls in “ Pioneer,” 175 tons,
Short of complement - - - —_ Coals in “ Intrepid,” 187 tons,
Marines, of the Number borne :
Complement - - - 13 13 4
Serjeants - - - 1 1 —_—
Corporals - - - 1 — —
Bombardiers - - - 2 2 1
Privates - - - - 9 10 3
Borne - - - - 13 13 4
Mustered - - - 13 13 4
Short of complement - - - - 1 - - = | 1 Freneh officer borne in lieu.
Gunnery Establishment :
Gunner’s mates - - 2 2 -
Seamen gunmers - - — — —
Short of complement - - - -
* Total short of complement - | - - - 1 —
Supernumeraries :
French officer - - - - - - 1 —_
Assistant surgeon - -] . - - - - - 1 Lent from ¢ Assistanca.”
Musician - - - 1 - - - . - - | Lent from “ Resolute.”
Number on Board Sick - - —_ —_ —_
Total number vietualled - 91 90 41
Provisions - . . -|3years- - | 3years- - 3 years.
Necessaries - . - -|3years- - |3years- - | 3 years.
Water - - - - Tons 11 9 9
Coals - - - - Tons 74 3 years - - | 8 years.
(signed) Edward Belcher,
Captain commanding Arctic Expedition.
82. C
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No. 12.
Proceedings of Sir .
E. Belcher, c. 5.  (No. 1.)

—_— Lerrer from Captain Kellett, c. B., to the Secretary of the Admiralty.
Her Majesty’s Ship « Resolute,”
Sir Cape York, Melville Bay, 1 August 1852.

I HAV,E the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, that, on the 21st July, the whole of the squadron,
accompanied by the ¢ Alexander”’ whaler_, of Dundee, proceeded north, trackl'ng
and towing, the remainder of the whaling fleet having gone south, by which
opportunity Sir Edward Belcher forwarded despatches, detailing our operations

ime. )
up(;(r)l t:]}i: tfol]owing day, in a fog, not b_eing ab}e to proceed as .PaRldly as
« Assistance ” and « Pioneer ”’ (the « Intrepid ”” having three large ships in to.w),
we parted company, but still kept within §ound of our guns. On the morning
of the 24th, we sighted them again, bearing N. N. W. (true), about four miles,
both vessels beset, as ourselves. )

On the 26th we received, by signal, the following rendezvous : Capes York,
Dudley Digges, Horsburg, Warrender, anfi Admiralty Inlet. .

On 27th, we again lost sight of them in a fog, and were again seen on the
30th, about 10 miles N. N. W. (true), under steam and sail, m latitude 75°

' N., longitude, 63° W,
500n the é:vening of the 31st, we got into the north water, close to Cape Mel-
ville, and found traces of the ¢ Assistance ” and ‘ Pioneer,” being in advance
of us about two days. We reached this cape about noon to-day, and I landed
to communicate, but found that Sir Edward Belcher‘ had not becn there,

We have passed through the bay without any accident, and the crews of ?he
vessels are quite healthy. The Alexander ? whaler before mentioned, which
vessel we towed through the bay at the wish _of Sir Edward Belcher, parts com-
pany with us to-day, and by which opportunity I send this letter. .

The crew of this ship being very strong, was of great use to us in cutting and
heaving through nips. 1 now proceed to the several rendezvous given by Sir
Edward Belcher, with a fair wind and fine weather. I beg to enclose a state
and condition of the ¢ North Star,” and one for this ship.

I have, &c.
(signed) Henry Kellett, Captain.

No. 13.
(No. 2.)

Lerter from Captain Kellett, c. B., to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Resolute,”
Sir, Beechey Island, 15 August.

By the ¢ Alexander ”” whaler, T had the honour to forward an account of the
movements of Her Majesty’s ship under my command, accompanied by her
tender, the “ Intrepid,” and Her Majesty’s ship “ North Star.” Having been
detained by contrary and light winds in Lancaster Sound, we did not arrive at
this place until half-past two, o.M., on the 10th instant; and not finding the
¢ Assistance ”’ or her tender here, I immediately despatched the ¢ Intrepid ” to
Admiralty Inlet, calling at Port Leopold. In the meantime, 1 completed pro-
visions from the “ North Star,” and employed the crews getting coals and
provisions on deck, ready for “ Assistance” and *‘ Pioneer ” on their arrival.

On the 11th instant, the « Assistance ” arrived in tow of the ¢ Intrepid,” the
latter vessel having come up with her off Cape Fell Pool. On the 13th, the
“Pionee.r ” arrived, and these vessels, having completed with coals and provi-
sions, sailed at midnight on the 14th instant, Sir Edward Belcher having pre-
viously addressed all the ships’ crews, and parted amidst cheering from all
hands, everv one being in high spirits. °

[t is my intention to sail immediately the  Intrepid ” has taken in her portion
of coal, which will be about noon to-day.

) I have, &ec.
(signed) Henry Kellett, Captain.

Ne. 14.
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No. 14.
Lerter from Lieutenant R. V. Hamilton to Captain Kellett, c. B.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Resolute,”
Sir, Beechey Island, 14 August 1852.

I uave the honour to inform you, that, on the 11th instant, Messrs. Domville,
Alston and myself walked to Caswell’s Tower. At the foot of it, facing the
south-east, and about 300 yards from the beach, we found the remains of an
old Esquimaux encampment, consisting of about 30 ruined huts. One of
Edwards’s small potato cases attracted our attention, and on searching, we dis-
covered several of Goldner’s preserved meat canisters, seven or eight wine
bottles, a fire-place, and a small well, the bottom of it was lined with small
stones ; a pathway of large flat stones led to the well. No cairns nor documents
were found: These articles evidently belonged to some of Sir John Franklin’s
parties, most probably a shooting party. 1 then ascended the tower, which is
about the same height as Beechy Sd., but much steeper. Neither cairns nor
documents were found. Five bears were seen during our walk ; one of them
was severely wounded by Mr. Domville.” The land was very barren ; a little
moss and sorrel was the only vegetation seen.

I have, &c.
(signed) R. Vesey Hamillon, Lieut., r. N.

No. 15.
(No. 1)
Lerrer from Commander Pullen to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship « North Star,”
Sir, Beechey Island, 23 August 1852.

I HavE the honour to acquaint you, for their Lordships’ information, that
the ““Prince Albert ” arrived here on the morning of the 19th instant; by her
Isend every report relating to the expedition left by Captains Sir Edward
Belcher and Kellett, c. 8., for transmission to England. The former with his
tender left this for Wellington Channel on Saturday night, the 14th, and the
“ Resolute ” with her tender for Melville Island, at two r. w. the next day, all
in good health and high spirits, and with every hope for success. This season
I cannot but help thinking is very open ; for from the summit of Beechey Island,
which I visited on the evening of our arrival, the 9th instant, as far as the eye
could reach, either up Wellington Channel or to the westward, both were open,
and but little or no ice to be seen. Since the 16th we have been svlely employed
cutting the ship into winter quarters; but in consequence of the heavy breezes
from the north and north-west, which have been almost continually blowing ever
since the 17th, our progress has been but slow ; the ice, too, is also very lcavy,
six, seven and eight feet in thickness; and to get into a secure position, there
is a greater distance to cut yet than I or any one else could have anticipated.
The strong winds lately blowing have convinced me that the distance which
was considered as sufficient to advance in the floe, say three or four ship’s
lengths, was not enough; we are now often cutting 9,000 feet without a dock
at all, the ice having all broken up by this afternoon’s gale, and at one time
1 was afraid of being driven outto sea. I anticipate a further breaking up of the
ice inside, as yet; it is the opinion of the ice-master of the *“ Prince Allert”” and
our ice-quartermasters, that this bay will, in all probability, be clear before the
end of the month. Under these circumstances, it will be late before I can pos-
sibly leave the ship for exploration, as having sent Mr. M‘Cormick, the surgeon,
-away with one boat’s crew of six men, and my taking another, will render the
ship powerless. Mr. M‘Cormick is gone to Baring Bay, Wellington Channel.
My intention is to visit Maxwell Bay first, as there is a .probability, from its
depth (unknown), that there may he a passage into Jones’s Sound. Ou my
return, the ice will be fit for sledging, when I shall send a party to make caches
on the Eastern shores of Wellington Channel, for a further search and explora-
tion of North Devon in the spring of 1853, in compliance with Sir Edward
Belcher’s orders.

The ¢ Mary ” yacht, left inside Cape Spencer by Sir John Ross, 1 visited

82. c2 on
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on the 17th, and finding her very close to the water, with myself, Mr. Shellabgr,
second master, and two men, launched her, and brought her round to the ship,
I shall therefore haul her up on Beechey Island, which I thmk. 13 a preferable
position. She requires repair, from exposure to frost, &ec., which I shall com-
ing the winter. . .

plevt‘e;i?}iu::s%ect to my visiting Port Leopold, as expressed in Captain Kellett’s
orders, a copy of which is herewith enclo§ed, I do not consider it necessary, as
Mr. Kennedy, of the “ Prince Albert,” informs me he was there twice last
year, and found the provisions in good condition, but the steam launch close to
the water, and the covering of the house much torn, and requiring repair; but
as the launch has remained in the same position since left by Sir James Ross,
and not considering the repairing of t!le housing of great importance, I shall
not perhaps visit that port till next spring. ’ .

Your Lordships will perceive, by Mr. Kennedy’s report, that he has disco-
vered a passage through Brentford Bay into Victoria Strait, crossed it, and tra-
velled to about 100 degrees west; thence he proceeded up to Cape Walker, and
returned to his ship in Batty Bay, vid Port Leopold, and without finding any
traces of the missing expedition. He made to me, by letter, on the 20th
instant, propositions for a further search, a copy of. which letter T enclose, toge-
ther with my reply; also a requested reply to mime .fron_l Mr. Keqnedy, and
notwithstanding his not being able to assist me in cutting 1nto our winter quar-
ters, 1 considered that it should make no difference in the assistance I had
offered him in carrying out his views, rather increasing it, by naming an officer
(Mr. Alston, mate) as well as the three men to accompany him, which would
malkc the strength of the party six. Under these circumstances, Mr. Kennedy
caused the provisions named in his letter of the 20th instant to be taken on board
this ship by his own people ; and I considered that everything had been settled
with respect to a further exploration of Regent’s Inlet, and under such an able
leader as Mr. Kennedy has proved himself, but this morning I received another
letter from him, a copy of which, and my reply thereto, I also enclose, and
regret, by the withdrawal of his men from the scrvice, and on mature eonsi-
deration, he considers it, even with the means we could afford, impossible to
carry out the object in view. The provisions he had sent on board this ship for
his own use he therefore has had taken out again, and cached at Beechey Island,
also a gutta percha boat.

I herewith enclose -the state and condition of Her Majesty’s ship under my
command, with enclesures, and, in conclusion, hope for their Lordships’ ap-
proval of my proceedings, knowing how anxious they must be to have every
part of these regions explored where it is likely traces of the missing expedition
may be found. I trust, in acceding to Mr. Kennedy’s request, I have not gone
beyond their wishes respecting the general conduet of the expedition. All on
board are in good health, and none on the sick list, with the exception of two
trifling cases.

I have, &ec.
(signed) W.J. S. Pullen,
Commander.

P.S.—1 finished my despatches last evening, fearing, from the breaking up

_ “* Prince Albert” would have got adrift, and
was therefore anxious to get everything ready. 1 omitted to statg in the former

pa;‘t of my letter, that I intend conducting a party myself up Wellington Chan-
nel next ~pring, and endeavour to communicate with the ships in that direction ;
falhpg in that, I shall.make for the rendezvous named b Sir Edward Belcher
in his orders, to get his letters and despatches. After havi);xw obtained them and
deposited mine, T shall make the best of my way back, in order to be ready to
seri& thﬁm to England, should any epportunity offer. ’ ’

. n:én eg:::(‘i‘:x;tll:as ttoﬁ-dz{y tboroughly searched Beechey Island with a party of
his me ;)f ot i o;x ,naIng any traces whatever. I have taken from him efght
gal r(;vi‘i(;xll)i 1ts 3 _‘}’mt’,l\}'hlch he intended landing and placing in cache with
bi p ;_ 5, and given him a receipt for the same, considering it requisite for

e use of travelling parties, this ship haviug been supplied with none.

* North Star,” Thesday, 24 Augnst 1852, (signed) W J. 5. P.
—

Enclosure .



CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS. 21

Enclosure 1, in No. 15.

_ Her Majesty’s Ship “Resolute,”
Sir, Beechey Island, 15 August 1852.

I BEG to acknowledge 2 copy of your orders from Captain Sir Edward Belcher, c. 5., of
yesterday’s date, and as it was the intention of Sir Edward to send Her Majesty’s ship
under my command, with her tender the « Intrepid,” to visit Port Leopold, for the purpose
of examining the state of the provisions and stores at that place, had it not been for the
unfavourable state of the ice there, reported by Commander M‘Clintock of the ¢ Intrepid,”
and as I consider it to be of the utmost importance that the depdt in question should be
visited, I deem it advisable that you should take an early opportunity of sending a party to
perform this service, depositing copies of all orders and letters connected with the movements
of the expedition for conveyance to England, should the “ Prince Albert” or other vessel
call there, as may be expected.

You will at the same time leave instructions to the Commander of the ¢ Prince Albert,”
or other vessel that might call at Port Leopold, that it is of the utmost importance that this
dep6t should not be touched, and that it would be better for the provisions at Navy Board
Inlet to be made use of in preference.

In performing this service you will keep in view the instructions already given you by Sir
Edward Belcher.

I am, &e.
Qommandgr Pullen, (signed) Henry Kellett,
Her Majesty’s Ship “ North Star.” . Captain.

Enclosure 2, in No. 15.

“ Prince Albert,” 20 August 1852,
Sir, Beechey Island.

Having on our way to Cape Riley, yesterday morning, had the great satisfaction of dis-
covering Her Majesty’s ship under your command in this bay, and being only able last
year and this spring to search as far as Brentford Bay, Regent’s Inlet, west from that about
100 miles, and up to Cape Walker, thereby only partly fulfilling the important object of our
mission, viz., the complete search of Regent’s Inlet and Boothia Felix, and being now
most anxious to complete the search myself, and send the “ Prince Albert” to England, on
account of the state of health of her crew, who having nearly all suffered so much fiom
scurvy as to be unfit to remain another winter here, I therefore beg to request, that as two
of my own men have volunteered to remain out, one to accompany me in my further search,
and the other, a carpenter, to remain in your ship, that you may be pleased to grant me the
loan of three men, keeping my carpenter yourself in lieu of one, to enable me to carry out
this great object.  In the first place I propose sending the ¢ Prince Albert” to England as
soon as your ship is safely secured in her winter quarters, to expedite which | will render
every assistance ; then I should wish to start myself with the boat and party, returning again
to the “ North Star ” when compelled by the severity of the weather, recommencing opera-
tions again early next spring, when I hope to have connected the coast to Rae’s furthest.

There is a strong probability that Sir John Franklin may have been carried through one of
those channels that may be supposed to exist between Ommanuey Inlet and Victoria Strait ;
whether or no, 1 shall then have the opportunity of clearing this donbt, which 1 know is in
perfect harmony with Lady Franklin’s most ardent wishes. The provisions that can be
spared from the ¢ Prince Albert’” are as undermentioned ; viz.

15 cwt. bread. 3 cwt. chocolate.
75 6-1b. cases preserved meat. 5 tons of coal_s.
1,500 lbs. pemican. 8 gallons spirits wine.

1 cwt. of coffee.

Also guns, aremunition and other small stores sufficient for myself and party, with the
exception of warm clothing. .
I would also request of you the loan of the “ Mary,” late Sir John Ross’s yacht.

I have, &ec.
Captain Pullen, (signed) Wm. Kennedy.
Her Majesty’s Ship “ North Star.”

P.§S—I would also beg to bring under your notice that there is a gutta percha whale-
boat on board the “ Prince Albert,” which from her buoyancy and portability I have always
_foulpd most useful among ice,and she is quite at your service, provided you give me one
in lieu. .

I may further state, 1hat I shall at all times be most happy to comply with any sugges-
tions you may have to offer as to any future movements, after having completed my exami-
nation of Regent’s Inlet and Boothia Felix.

(signed) W. K.

82. c3 Enclosure
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Enclosure 3, in No. 15.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ North Star,”
Sir Beechey Island, 20 August 1852.
I uavE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, and beg to place before you
the following points, and to which I request your reply; viz.

fectly understood that any of your men comin_g to this ship are to
bell;rit'isri‘::f:dbgypggs tg, the extent name_d in your letter, and subject to the rules and
regulations of the ship, but not to consider that they have any claim whatever on
Her Majesty’s Government for wages, &c., and as you have offered to assist us in
cutting into our winter quarters, I think I may safely say, your request can be complied.
‘VI;}TOWith regard to boats, one you propose taking from the * Prince Albert " yourself,
and have requested the “ Mary ” yacht, which requires repair, and I expect it will take
four days to put her in an efficient state, which you must consider. Having despatched
my own whale-boat on an exploring expedition with Dr. M‘Cormick, and being
about to lead another myself, I shall be glad to make an exchange with your second

boat.

With respect to your proceedings, you have informed me that you have explored Regert’s
Inlet to Brentford Bay west; from that through a passage which you have discovered
into Victoria Strait, crossing which to the opposite lands in ail for about 100 miles; then
north towards Cape Walker, across Ommanney Inlet, and along the northern shore of North
Somerset to Port Leopold, and to your winter quarters in Batty Bay; under these circum-
stances, I certainly consider that a great portion in that direction remains yet to be explored,
and think it very desirable that if you consider it possible to perform this service in the
time you have stated in your letter, to take advantage of the present fasourable opportunity,
50 that there may be no more doubt or uncertainty respecting the missing voyagers under
Captain Sir John Franklin having proceeded in that direction. I will render you every
possible assistance. )

Both yourself and Mr. Bellot tell me that you travelled throughout last winter, therefore
what has been done by one party, might possibly be done by others, but I must earnestly
impress on you the necessity of being careful of your men, by not exposing them more than
is actually necessary to the severity of the climate, and endeavour to return to this ship by
the end of September, and make an early start in the spring, when I trust by God’s blessing
you will be able to complete all. )

I am, &e.
Mr. W. Kennedy, (signed) W. J. S. Pullen, _

“ Prince Albert ” Searching Vessel. Commander.

P.S.—You can be supplied with warm clothing, but it will remain for their Lordships’
consideration whether you will be charged for them or not.

(signed) w.J.S. P.

Enclosure 4, in No. 15.

“ Prince Albert,” Beechey Island,

Sir, . 20 August 1852,
I 5avE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, and shall have

much pleasure in shipping on board the “ North Star”’ the provisions named in my letter
of this date.

. The two men volunteering from the ** Prince Albert,”
vided an accommedation on board your ship, have been
look to Lady Franklin alone for their wages.

1 regret to say from the surgeon’s report, that I am unable to | i
) ; geon’s rt, end you the proffered assist-
ance for cutting the * North Star into winter quarters, every man, wi{'h the ey}()ception of two,
being unfit for duty on the ice. 1 am willing, however, to delay my departure for farther’
search until your ship is safely secured, and thanking you for your kind suggestions,
(=2

for whom you have so kindly pro-
made fully aware that they are to

. I have, &c
Captain Pullen, i ‘w.
Her Majesty’s Ship « North Star,” (signed) . Kennedy.

Beechey Island.

Enclosure 5, in No. 15.

Sil‘ “ Pn A 2]
I rEGRET to say that the two men whzn:f)lu::;::’edBeeChey inlond, 23 August 1852.

. . to remain out with h
changed their minds, and on mature considerati . me, have now
: on, 1 ;
sed in my letter of the 20th instant rin rave decided to E;ve up the plan pro-

5 viz., of making further se ; ’
nlet, as the means I can commaad, or you render, will be insuﬂicai:(:tl. Wi Frince Reger:t 8
The
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The provisions w}_lich have been sent from the ship to the % North Star,” on the arrange- Proceedings of Sir
ment of my remaining out, 1 have decided to land on Beechey Island, ubreast your ship, E. Belcher, c. B,
and to be disposable for any contingencies. —_

"1 now propose sailing to-morrow gvening at 6 .M., and in concluding this beg to convey
to you my warmest thagks for the kind readiness with which you have offered your aid and
agsistance even to the distress of yourself.

. 1 have, &e.
Captain Pullen, (signed) Wm. Kennedy.
Her Majesty’s Ship “ North Star.”

P.S.—With regard to boats, as we have an extra number, I shall leave the gutta percha
boat with the provisions, for any use.
(signed) W. K.

Enclosure 6, in No. 15.

Her Majesty’s Ship « North Star,” Beechey Island,
Sir, 24 August 1852,

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, and am
sorry to find that your men have so disappointed you as to prevent your carrying out your
plans for further search; although 1 cousider the distance great, yet with the assistance
1 could afford you, provided your two men had remained, it might possibly have been ac-
complished. With regard to the provisions you had put on board this ship for your own use,
and now intend landing on Beechey Island, they shall be stored, together with the gutta
percha boat, and every care taken of them ; will you therefore leave an account of them with
M. Elliot, clerk in charge of this ship. In conclusion, I shall send by you all the despatches
for England, left by Sir Edward Belcher and Captain Kellett, with my own; and as you
propose starting this evening, should you not be able to complete the landing of all your
stores from this ship, I will have them put on shore and placed with those you have already
in cache. Wishing you God’s speed and a welcome greeting in England,

I am, &c.
Mr. Kennedy, ¢ Prince Albert,” (signed) W.J. S. Pullen,
Beechey [sland. Commander.

No. 1s.
(No. 2.)

Lerter from Commander Pullen to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ North Star,”
Sir, Beechey Island, 7 September 1852.

I BEG to report to you, for their Lordships’ information, the arrival at this
place, this morning, of the merchant steam-vessel ¢ Isabel” (Commander
Inglefield) ; his stay is o short, that [ do not enter into any particulars of what
he has done, but confine myself entirely to a short sketch of my own proceed-
ings from the 24th ultimo, the day which the ‘“ Prince Albert ” left this, with
a full account of the movements of the whole squadron.

On the 26th August, considering the ship in a secure place for wintering, and
that as much ice was out of the bay as was likely to come, I resolved on leaving
for Maxwell Bay ; therefore, shoved off at two in the afternoon, with a month’s
Provisions. After a day’s detention at Gascoine Inlet by a gale of wind, I got
into the bay on the 29th ultimo, landed on its western shores to the north of
Cape Herschell, and could almost see at once, that the land was continuous all
round the head of it; however, to make sure, I remained the greater part of
next day for a more complete examination, when I got a latitude, placing me in
74 42’ 7' N., but did not succeed in obtaining the longitude, but was perfectly
convinced that no passege, either by water or land, for travelling over, could
be found from the head of this bay; consequently, made the best of my way
back to the ship, which 1 reached on the afternoon of the 2d instant. On my
way both to Maxwell Bay and back again, I found, on several occasions, more of
the same sort of circles of stones found at Cape Riley, and from the examination,
was perfectly satisfied that they were not placed by any white people. Again,
at one spot amongst them, I found several pieces of the vertebra of the white
whale. In a small bay to the N.E. of Cape Hurd, I found the roots, and
20 feet 4 inches of the stem, of a red pine, well above the high-water mark,
and 3 feet 6 inches in circumference jist above the roots; it had apparently

82. , c4 been
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been lying there a long time, was white from exposure, and saturated well
o heart. .
through to the hear I found the bay was completely clear of ice, the

On my return to the ship, ] : ¢
vessel lying at her anchor, and on two occasions, very nearly driven out to sea

by the pressure of such heavy bodies as were forced out with the strong northerly
gales lately blowing, and strong current runnmng through the narrow between
Beechey Island and the main. However, I now consider there is nothing more
to apprehend, and am anxiously looking for Mr. M‘Cormick’s (surgeon) return,
and if not here on Thursday, shall send a boat as far up Wellington Chaunel
as Cape Osborne, not only to meet him, but make caches for the spring opera-
tions; thus anticipating the sledge party I intended sending away as soon as the
ice made.

Wellington Channel, from the summi‘t of Beechey Island as far as the eye
can see, is still open; and I anticipate Sir Edward Belcher h_as got very far on
this season ; but as I said in my letter of 23d ultimo, by ¢ Prince Albert,” that
I should endeavour to communicate with him next spring ; I still hope to do so,
more particularly as we have picked up the dogs Mr. Kennedy of the * Prince
Albert” landed on Beechey Island the evening of his leaving, rather than kill
them.

The house, which I have called Northumberland House, in honour of his
Grace, the First Lord, is progressing, and I hope to make it so far complete,
that it will afford a most comfortable asylum for any who might reach it and
need its shelter. It is 9 feet high, 30 feet long and 25 feet broad.

We are now preparing the ship for the winter, but I do not expect the bay
will be frozen over yet for some time, as the temperature of the water is yet
high, 29° this morning, air 238°; 20°is the lowest we have had the latter ; strong
north and north-west winds have been prevailing lately; much snow has also
fallen, which is constantly driving about, with the gales.

In conclusion, I beg to acquaint their Lordships, that all my crew are in good
Lealth and high spirits, and with a firm determination of doing their best
endeavours to set at rest the long pending question.

I have, &ec.
(signed) W. J. S. Pullen,

Commander.

P.S.—Commander Inglefield, by his discoveries in Smith’s and Jones's
Sounds, has greatly narrowed the field of search, for it is perfectly evident that
no traces of our missing countrymen have been found (in Smith’s or Jones's
Sound), but a great addition to our geographical knowledge of these regions has
been gained. I enclose the copy of a paper deposited in one of the main supports
of Northumberland House.

(signed) W.J. S P

Enclosure in No. 16.

Tris house was erected by Her Majesty’s ship “ North Star,” and the paper and coins
deposited, August 31st, 1852, in the 16th year of the reign of Her M ajesty Queen Victoria.

It was erected for the purpose of being a place of refuge and deposit for stores and
provisions f'or.the use of any of the ships’ companies employed in the expeditions in search
of Captain Slr John Franklin, Kt., k.c.u., or of any of his party, should they find their
way here, with the hope that they will find in it all that will provide for their wants.

It !1as been named Northumberland House, in honour of his Grace the First Lord of the
Admiralty.

List of officers belonging to “ North Star:

William J. 8. Pullen, Commander; Thomas Pullen, Master; Robert M‘Cormick, surgeon;

A.H. Alston, Mate; W.B. Sheliibear, S d M . WL . \ . ’
Frank Y. Jon’es, Supernumerary Assist’anteg?lrll'ge.onz.wter’ William Elliott, Clerk in Charge;

N. B. This paper has been placed in a tin, i i
of the topmast, which forms oge of the ma;lrlx’ s:lrllpt[l:(frgw corer of the house, in the d-hole

PROCEEDINGS
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PROCEEDINGS of Mr. William Kennedy, commanding the ¢ Prince
- Albert” Discovery Vessel (Lady Franklin’s Private Arctic Expedition),
accompanied by Lieutenant Bellot, of the French Navy.

No. 17.
Lerrer from Mr. /. Kennedy to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Sir, ) Admiralty, in waiting, 9 October 1852.

I e to inform you of my arrival with the < Prince Albert” from the Arctic
seas, having reached Aberdeen on Thursday evening at 6 p.m.

I left the ““ North Star,” Captain Pullen, at Beechey Island, taking up her
winter quarters, all well on board.

Dr. M‘Cormick had just launched his boat in open water, with a party I
think of four men, and was proceeding to Baring Bay, to ascertain if there was
any opening to the eastward into Jones’s Sound, with a view of examining the
cairn and cooking-place seen by the ¢ Prince of Wales ” in 1848.

I arrived at Beechey Island on the 19th of August, and quitted on the 24th.

Sir Edward Belcher, with one tender, the “Pioneer,” Lieutenant Sherard
Osborn, had proceeded up the Wellington Channel in open water a few days
previous to my arrival, while Captain Kellett with the other tender, Captain
M:Clintock had gone in clear water up Barrow Straits towards Melville
Island.

The “ Prince Albert” wintered in Batty Bay, Prince Regent Inlet.

In January, accompanied by M. Bellot of the French Navy, I proceeded with
a sledge and three men, alike to visit Fury Beach and to form a first depot.

_Returning to the ship, we again started in February, myself in charge of an
advance party of five men, and M. Bellot the week following in charge of a
party of seven men, having left Messrs. Hepburn and Leask in charge of the
ship.

([;n M. Bellot coming up with me at Fury Beach, I found it necessary to send
him back again to the ship, in order to bring down further supplies, and it was
not until the 29th ot March that we were enabled to proceed on the extended
journey. A fatigue party accompanied us as far as Brentford Bay; here we
found an opening running in a general course of about S.W. and N.E. of
about 15 miles to Cape Bird; on attaining Cape Bird, crossed a bay of some
25 miles in width, when we struck a low-lying beach, and pursued our course
on it over gentle undulations, in a direction due west, to the estimated dls.tance
of 100° W. longitude. On the third day we got on flat table-land until the
latitude of 73° N. when we turned east, struck the Inlet west of N.
Somerset.

Our course was now generally along the sea-coast until we reached Cape
Walker, when our provisions compelled us to retreat to the ship round N.
Somerset and Leopold Harbour,

I cannot find words to express my admiration of the conduct of M. Bellot, who
accompanied me throughout this trying journey, directing at all times the course
by his superior scientific attainments, and at the same time taking an equal share
with the men in dragging the sled, and ever encouraging them in their arduous
labours by his native cheerful disposition. )

During our absence of three months, we ever slept in snow houses, having
dis&snsed with tents. .

Mith the blessing of God, we returned in safety to our ship on the 30th
of May.

On }t,he 6th of August we cut out of winter quarters and proceeded to Beechey
Island, as circumstances best directed. )

I may mention, that our first journey was in mid-winter, when we had to
avail ourselves of the moonlight, in the absence of that of the sun.

I have, in conclusion, the satisfaction to remark, that altho_ugh our crew
suffered somewhat from scurvy, they have all returned to a man in comparative
health, which I attribute in a great measure to the strictly teetotal principles on
which the expedition was carried out, and the consequent harmony and good
conduct of the men throughout.

82. D Lt
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i mican which the Lords of the Admiralty liberally
su I;)llise;o t?etﬁgp‘?lf;rﬁfcf ezr\nlbert,” that our sled journies,were enabled to be
calr')ried out; Ileft 18 cases of pemmican at Beechey lslf}’nd, and two at Fury
Beach, and four tons coals I put on board the *“ North Star. dical of

During my absence on the extended journey, Mr. Cowie, the medical officers
searched the bottom of Cresswell Bay, to see if any passage existed there, !)ut
found none ; to this officer I also feel greatly indebted for his care and attention
over the health of the crew, and kind and skilful treatment.o'f them.

Though every search was made in all parts we. have V’ISIth, we have found
no record or trace of the proceedings of Sir John Franklin’s expedition.

I have, &c.
(signed) Wm. Kennedy, .
Commanding Lady Franklin's
Private Arctic Expedition.

No. 18.
Lerter from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Mr. /7. Kennedy.

Sir, Admiralty, 15 October 1852.

I nave received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty
your letter of the 9th instant, reporting your arrival from the Arctic Seas, and I
am to acquaint you that my Lords are greatly obliged for the valuable informa-
tion you have been the means of conveying to them from the squadron under
Captain Sir E. Belcher’s orders, and their Lordships have further to thank you
for the interesting detail of your own proceedings. My Lords would wish to
express their sense of the exertion made by you, and your arduous efforts to
discover traces of the missing expedition, and would be glad, should the oppor-
tunity offer, if you would convey to your gallant comrade, M. Bellot, the like
assurance of their Lordships’ admiration of the generous ardour with which that
officer’s valuable services were devoted to the humane and honourable enterprize
in which you were both engaged. -

I am, &ec.
(signed) V. A. B. Hamilton.

No. 19,

LETTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to H. U. Addington, Esq.
Foreign Office.

Sir, Admiralty, 15 October 1852.

- I amM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you
herewith, for the information of the Earl of Malmesbury, copies of a letter from
Mr. W. Kennedy, dated 9th instant, reporting his arrival from the Arectic Seas,
and of one which I have this day by their Lordships’ commands addressed to
him; and I am to request you will Inform Lord Malmesbury that my Lords
have transmitted the same, in order (if his Lordship should see fit) that the
lfrenc.h Government may be made acquainted with M. Bellot’s generous exer-
tions in behalf of British officers and men, and the opinion entertained of him
by their Lordships.

I am directed to add, that M. Bellot is Lieutenant d Vai i
navy, and Chevalier of the Legion of Honour. © Vaisseau in the French

I have, &ec.
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton.
No. 20.
Lerrer from Mr. W. Kennedy to the Secretary of the Admiralty.
Sir East Islington Institution,
| .HAV’E had the honour to recei e Oc.tober 853
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in respect to the proceedings of Sir Edward Belcher’s squadron, and the expres- Proceedings of
sions of their Lordships’ approbation of our humble exertions to afford assistance Mr. W. Kennedy
to our long absent countrymen in the expedition under the command of Sir —
John Franklin.

May I request that you will assure their Lordships on the part of Lieutenant
Bellot and myself, that we feel deeply gratified at so honourable a mark of their
Lordships’ approbation, which is in itself a high reward to us for the arduous
service upon which we have been engaged.

I have, &ec.
(signed) Win. Kennedy,
Late Commanding Lady Franklin’s
Private Arctic Expedition.

No. 21.
Lady Franklin to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Lapy FrankLIN presents her compliments to the Secretary of the Admiralty,
and begs to enclose the copy of a letter which she has had the gratification of
receiving from his Excellency the Minister of Marine of France, in compliment
of Lieutenant Bellot of the French navy.

37, Bedford-place,
1 November 1852.

Enclosure in No. 21.

(Translation.)

Madam, Paris, 25 October 1852,

I BAvE received the letter which you did me the honour to address to me on the
20th instant.

The French Government could do no less than give its cordial assent to the desire
expressed by M. Bellot, Lieutenant de Vaisseau, to join the expedition in seaich of the
noble and unfortunate Sir John Franklin, which proceeded in the ship “ Prince Albert.”

In rendering himself worthy of receiving from you, madam, whose devotion is the
admiration of the whole world, the expressions of esteem conveyed in your letter, and in
earning by the energy and usefulness of his participation in an enterprise as perilous as
honourable, the suffrages of the British Admiralty, M. Bellot has gained fresh claims to
the consideration of his superiors, whose trust he has so fully justified, and to_the esteem
of the corps to which he belongs, and which he has so worthily represented.

In the name of the French navy I sincerzly invoke success for the new expedition which
has succeeded the  Prince Albert,” and that it may attain the object which you follow with
50 much courageous perseverance.

Accept, madam, the homage of my profound respect.

The Minister of Marine and Colonies,
Lady Franklin, London. (signed) Theodore Ducos.

No. 22.
Lerrer from Lady Franklin to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Sir, , Bedford-place, 8 November 1852.
I't having been suggested to me that the letter which I received from Mr. Ken-
nedy on his return from his late expedition in command of the *“ Prince Albert” \
should be submitted to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 1 beg to
enclose a copy, and should have done so earlier but for the apprehension that
1t might be deemed superfluous after the letter which Mr. Kennedy himself
addressed to their Lordships.
I am, &ec.
(signed) Jane Franklin.

82. D2 Enclosure
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Proceedings of Enclosure in No. 22.

Mr. W._l_(imnedy. Madam, : London, 10 October 1852,

Since we separated from the United States searching squadron in latit,ude 74°380'N,, on
the 4th of August 1851, you have no intelligence of the “Prince Albert.” On that day, the
prospect being still adverse to our getting through Melville Bay, we commenced - retraci
our former course with the view of crossing the middle ice in a lower latitude, by blasting,
and threading our way south, according as appearances presented themselves.

Our interruptions were so frequent and progress so slow, that by the 10th, the Americans,
who seemed to be in the same position in which we had left them, were distant no more
than 10 miles to the north of us, and it was the 13th before we finally lost sizht of them,
having by the evening of the 17th got so far south as Baffin’s Island, and the middle ice
there presented a few open lanes of water which led to the westward, we were induced to
enter them. They formed so continuous a chain to the «“ West Water,” that our interru
tions were butfew, so thatby the 21st, we were in the “ West Water” itself, all well, and heartily
rejoicing at the clear prospect then before us.

Slant winds wafted us over to Pond’s Bay by the 24th, whef four natives, in their kayocks,
came on a visit to us. From these men was obtained the intelligence that two vessels, not
whalers, had been seen passing south some two moons or days ago (one interpreter could
not make out whether it was moons or days they meant), far out and among much ice,
These we took to be either the Americans, or some of Captain Austin’s squadron. Through
the joint aid of John Smith and the Esquimaux vocabulary, we could make them distinctly
understand that we were in search of lost white men in two ships, but of these they had no
knowledge whatever. Being becalmed in the same neighbourhood until the 26th, three of
the same party came on hoard the second time, and after corroborating the news they had
previously given, exchanged a few curiosities for knives, needles, &c.; remained on board
during the night, and left for the shore early the following morning. o

Untoward circumstances prevented our reaching any definite point until the 3d of Sep-
tember, when, after having been tossed about from one shore of Barrow’s Strait tp the other
for two days in succession by a furious easterly gale, it at length left us off Cape York
which induced me to direct the vessel to Port Leopold, that harbour being on the line of our
intended course (Griffiths leland), groping our way through thick weather and occasional
streams of ice, and troubled with adverse winds; by the:‘morning of the 4th we were off
the northern extremity of Leopold Island, from which such a barrier of ice extended across
glzli:o:v;s S”?tit' astar aE the eye could reach, that it was thought more advisable to seek

er from i1t 1 i i rdi
bt ey o thr; A };);':bosg-pold, than to attempt forcing a way through it. We accordmgly

Port Leopold however was so blocked against us, that there was no possibility of effecti
a !ﬁntfllng even with a boat, owing to a heavy sea, which the recent easterly storm had rais:(;g,
sﬁ; a(};shlrgg its bar!'ed. entrance. The vessel was therefore further directed towards Fury

ach.  Passing Elwin and Batty Bays (both of which were also closed), we continued
%omg south, until it was discovered that only a narrow lane of water was left for us to follow

etween the land and ice. We therefore discontinued runuing farther in this directi d
:x}?xt directed our course to Port Bowen, not so much with a viw to take u‘p .wintz: (l;::x,rzlts
o :;:ha;i too?nsiﬁ:?‘:;llts .c(;ndftlon, in the event of being aftgrwards driven to such a necessity,

2 g h owing day, we came to anchor under Stoney Island. .
Leo ;ﬁglgll?dg : rfrlga‘:-:tll tbllte 8th, in order to give time for the ice 10 open out both at Port
poope! ow Strait, we then got under weigh, and directed our course again to

ort Leopold. It was the evening of the following day before C ing ttai
when botie au f ( g day before Cape Seppings was attained,

g again opposed by a barrier of ice, 1 was induced to mak zond
to land with four men in a boat, in order t,o obtain from it a vie; :f 1::(’((:1[(]1 Hat:f):l‘:"l:
1I;Ier‘e I unfortunately became separated from the vessel, an impenetrable };)ari'ieraof oo

aving intervened between her and the boat, and darkness comin at th i
communication was thus absolutely cut off. ’ We kept signal & m,‘- at the same time, our
night by means of sky-rocke lig o aeo oS UP duriug the first part of the

<y-rockets and blue-lights so as to indicat ) still i i

the hope that morning light would disclose not li 1o “ Pri position, b,t,l” indulging
passage also by which to return to her. Our | e o g rce. Albert” only, but 8
showed us that tie entire inlet, south of our nosi _hope was ‘but vain, as the dawn of day
filling:with the broken-up contente of the various channels ar o reoed, ooy o P, oF fast
Albert ” was nowlere to be seen. A stri vargusvchanuels on our north, and the * Prince
led us at once to the suppositi.un that itng t h: gale aving prevailed during the night,
Lancaster Sound, if it had not involved andmu-b:i lave canied er to Port Bowen, or into

fn this unhappy dilemma, no other alt mative w PrEY to the unrelenting ice.
Leopold with the ‘boat, and thans et @ e:nat.lve was left me but to proceed into Port
€ turning up of events. On arriving here about

10 a.M. :
< Prne b o s e ot o e revied snce . pay rom fe
for Sir Jobu Franklin's use were still elrllt‘ilrl:n Fore st i stores left by Sir James Ross

. ) Here ¢ i ; aff
:-net:lll ;:)o?n l;?ltlel g‘(_ tobg;",. when we were happily resc:edh%l;r g/id Bv:?lorte’:atllt: ek d‘u;'r oy
the same day w:ap,h :d l(]:'l :ivas safely atanchor in Batly Bay;' e llot ::1 o:rt,v-do set\lr':l:
carried in the course of :I:‘ ed at l:‘ort I‘.‘eOPOId: they had entered Batty Ba l;::"il:l‘l’ebee“
in off Elwin Bay as (o beecgr:ifa:(liel:;gfr:;;giht 50 :'ar south as to be by 'norning’litrht sg close
soon after carried in a simi . us, who were then at Cape Seppings, i
winter. milar manner to Batty.Bay, they had entered an%p:ggz;';?dfo{:e;ﬁ

This
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This was the third effort M. Bellot had made to reach us. He had first made the attempt
by land, but being defeated through the inclemency of the weather and other obstacles, he
next endeavoured to accomplish his object on the ice. Here again however he was
frustrated by his sledge breaking through it, the cargo becoming saturated. The third time
he again made the new-formed ice his road, and to prevent a recurrence of the same mishap,
dragged the jolly-boat all the way, making use of it alike as a sled and as an instrument
for recovering his broken sled aud its now frozen cargo, the greater part of which had been
left in the position in which it was when it fell through. ~Arriving at the ship’s winter
uarters on the 25th, we were there received as those from the dead.

It was now our first care to provide as much for the safety and comfort of ali on board as
circumstances permitted. To this end we erected a house of snow on shore for our powder,
and lodged the same therein ; discontinued watches on deck at night; built a wall of snow
round the ship and boats; constructed houses (igloos) for washing, smithing and carpen-
tering ; enlarged the forecastle for the greater convenience of the men; set up a porch as
the entry to it from the main hatchway ; covered it over with snosw, as also the fore and after
companion and sky-light, with an after porch of entry, and adjusted such a scale of diet as
would conduce the most, alike to health and the due extending of our stock of provisions.
Mr. Cowie, the surgeon, very kindly of his own accord took the inanagement of the amuse-
ment and educational department, duties for which he was well qualified; and now it was
necessary to prepare for winter and spring journies. All the wood we had for Indian sleds
was successively dressed, soaked, turned and put together. Material for a dozen pairs of
snow-shoes underwent a similar process, and a dozen parchment skins were cut up into
“ghaganapic” (the Indian name for a fine strong thread, with which snow-shoes are laced),
nearly as many moose and reindeer skins had to be converted into moccasins and winter
mitts. Clothing from head to foot had to undergo over-hauling, as well as an overcoating of
cotton to prevent fine snow drift from lodging, as it does on all woollens. Leggings could
not be dispensed with in our joeurnies, neither could gauze wire and crape shades, and much
less could a portable cooking apparatus, in which coal and wood had to be used, having
lost ore of our “conjurors” at the time of M. Beilot’s sledge falling through the ice.

Ere all these necessary things could be got in readiness mid-winter had passed, and the
first full moon after was approaching that stage ot its growth when, if it was intended to
avail ourselves of the guidance of its light in the absence of the sun (which had now more
than a month disappeared), in order to make our first journey, it was necessary to depart;
accordingly, leaving matters at the ship in a forward state of preparation for the spring
journies, we took our first departure from it on the 5th of January for Fury Beuch.

The primary object of this journey was of course to ascertain whether that place had
been a retreating point to any of the parties we were seeking for, since the date of its
previous examination by Lieutenant Robinson, belonging to Sir James Ross’s expedition.
Next to make there our first deposit of provisions in prospect of a further search, and also
to ascertain the state of the country we had to pass over, before adopting the particular
means of transport, especially in the matter of sleds. )

Our way was one of the roughest imaginable, being along the narrow margin of undu-
lating and oft interrupted slopes lying at the base of the all but continuous chain of lofty
abrupt head-lands, which extended from Batty Bay to Fury Beach. We were confined to
this narrow pathway by theice on Regent’s Inlet being still detached from the shore.
Groping our way for the most part over such a line as this, the point in view was attained
in four separate stages. At each period of repose we took shelter in snow houses, much
xore comfortably than in a tent, which having been tried on the first night and found to be
too cold, was ever after discontinued. Having spent six hours in the examination of Fury
Beach, and satisfied ourselves that no human footsteps had been there since 1849, we traced
our steps to the ship, which was gained after three journies. On the evening of the 10th we
made our first deposit of a solitary case of pemmican (of 901bs.), together with a little fuel,
within eight miles of Fury Beach, an abrupt point, with the water still open at its base,
having there opposed its further transport with the sled.

The interval between the date of our return and the 25th of February was occupied in
completing travelling arrangements, and though this was accomplished by the end of
January, yet were we prevented from setting out then, by the ice on the inlet being still
detached from the shore, which left us so rough a road, that to pass over it would have
exhausted alike our scanty means and the energies of the men in vain. A cont.iuuance 9('
rough weather also came on in the beginning of February, and towards the mldc:‘lle of it,
five of the party intended for the journies were severely frost-bitten whilst returning from
throwing out supplies. It was therefore the 25th of February ere the advance party could
take thewr departure from the ship. We had to leave in divisions, as there were at this date
still some unhealed frost bites. I accompanied the first party, aud M. Bellot, after assisting
us for two days, returned to the ship in order to bring up the second as soon as they should
get out of the doctor’s hands.

A succession of furious gales overtaking us the third day after leaving the ship, kept us
close prisoners in a snow house for nearly a week, so that it was the 5th of March before
Fury Beach was attained, and then it was with comparatively a light cargo ; four cases of
pemmican had to be left behind some 10 miles from it. On examining the stores of tue Fury,
I was mortified to find that the indispensable article of biscuit, on which much dependence
had been placed, was all destroyed by time. The flour however was still good, and of this
we proceeded to make biscuit, after patching up with snow the tattered covering of the
go-called “Somerset House,” a relic of our predecessors at this spot.
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On the 7th M. Bellot, with the second division, arréved f}fomhﬁa;tbj Bay, a:‘d afft:’:" as;nst
ing to get Somerset House put 1n order, again returne ;0 t eﬁs ‘ﬁ (;l;: SE“PP )330 1‘150“ ;:ll
the 12th; he came back on the 2%’;[112 and on the 29th we finally lett Fury Beach on the
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extended J?uruey t(l)wagds Iigggzl?::r :n this occasion numbered 14 men, and 5 ESQuimaux
. The entire Part}-, e fsay 16 cwt., apportioned on four flat Indian sleds. Our course
dogs, with a general cargo of say » app! il Bav. f dist £ 25 mil b

first along the shore lying north of Cress.we ay, for a distance o iles, t oh
wars:)ss it. along a curved line of rough ice turned inward to the bay. This conducted us to it
:guth shore. which we followed to the low-lying point called Cape Garry; rounding this
point and fo,llowing the coast line, the ice on the il}let being here also detached from the
shore, we reached Brentford Bay on the seventh day’s march. From ll_ns pqmt.elgbt men,
who had accompanied us as a fatigue party thus far, returned to the ship, with instructions
for Mr. Cowie to have more provistons transported to Fury Beach by some of the party now
returning, and at the same time to examine the bottom of Cresswell Bay before our return.’

The 6th of April, the day on which the fatigue party left us, being devoted to _the exami-
nation of the western shore of Brentford Bay, was the day not only of our coming on new
ground, but of the discovery of a passage leading to the western sea. On the previous even-
ing, whilst marching westward, and after rounding the southern extremity of Brgwn Islands,
it agave intimation of its existence by an unusual and dense mass of vapour whlch then con-
cealed the channel, and out of which it was issuing. On approaching the locality on this
day, the vapour was found to arise from an open space of water at the western entrance of
the passage, extending above a mile in length, and having a width equal to that of the chan-
nel itself, which might be about two miles. Its current was variously estimated at from four
to six miles an hour; whilst the fact of its bearing on its surface heavy masses of ice of at
least three feet in height above the level of the water, gave undemabl_e ev1depce of its
depth. Thesehmashses o{' li)cef at different sStag‘e; of ’zlhe tl((lie' werg Illotlce(l:l gomg“N. E.
on one side the chanuel before a strong S. W. wind, and 1 mid-channel, as well as on
the opposite shore, forcing their way ag:inst it at the same rapid rate. A view from the
brink of the southern shore presented to the eye a suddenly shelving bottom. From the
northern shore being more bold and lofty, it may be inferred there is a greater depth of
water on that side of it. Some four or five miles west of this, a second open space of water
presented itself. It was not of the same extent as the first, but seemed, like it, to be kept
open from its being forced through the most contracted paris of the channel, such contrac-
tion being greatest at both these open poiuts.

The most commanding view that could be obtained of the channel along the south shore
was from the summit of a lofty hill (one of a chain), midway between its extremities,
whence it was seen ruunning its entire extent, in a general S. W. and N. E. direction for
about 12 miles, when it united with the western sea somewhat to the S. as well as E.
of Cape Bird, thus presenting a connecting link between that sea and Regent Inlet. To the
E. Regent Inlet could be indistinctly seen over the islands in Brentford Bay, through the
light haze that was suspended over it; whilst to the west, where no such curtain existed,
we saw with equal clearness sea and land, the former having an apparent width of about
30 miles, running N. and 8., and the latter, seemingly, united further north with the
land on which we stood, and stretching southward until it was either lost in the distance or
obscured by a haze, over which the sun was suspended. The land here partaking much of
a rugged as well as  fiord ” character, it is probable that this is but one of other channels
in this neighbourhood leading t the W., at least I was led to this supposition from seeing
several narrow lanes of ice running among the hills from the west to the east, though they
could not be traced continuously on account of the intervening elevations. This opinion
was strengthened, when, on returning to our camp, I found M. Bellot had also discovered a
narrow chanvel leading to the west. ~ This part of the country seemed much frequented by

;‘eindser, and 1s, in all probability their high road from the continent to their northern
haunts.

On the 7th, having decided on following the northern channel, we set out from Brentford

Bay, and reaching the extreme west point of the passage b

4 . el the end of the day, were not
a little dlsappomted_ at finding that the sea before I1)15, w?lichywe had hoped migg,t’, perhaps,
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resolved to walk up to Cape Walker, as well to ascertain whether any channel existed
between us and it, by which Sir John Franklin could have been led into the field assigned
for our search, as to find out whether he had left any intelligence there of his destination.
We, therefore, directed our steps due north over a country that was remarkable only for its
tame and uniform level, not baving so much as a lake or the slightest rivulet to relieve its
monotony. We came on it on the midnight of the 19th, a day on which I may mention,
instead of walking 12, we kept on foot 24 hours, in order to turn night into day, and thus
avoid the sun’s fierce glare during the day-time. Ever after this we walked in general from
9 p.u. of the one day to 9 A.u. of the other. -

Up to the 26th our course was due north, when a succession of loftier hills than any we
had yet seen on this new land induced us to turn eastward. We continued on this course
until the western shore of what we have since ascertained to be Peel Inlet was attained. in
latitude, by account, about 73° N., on the morning of the 26th. Following the line of coast
trending northward on this and. the greater part of the succeeding day, we came on a low
beach that, but for the rough ice along it margin, we should not have distinguished from
the floe vn which we had been walking. It was a low point running east, and seemingly
terminated by a remarkable sudden rising of the land, which gave it more the appearance
of an island rising boldly vut of the sea, than the termination of a low-lying point. Direct-
ing for a lofty headland on our north until the 30th, we again came on the sea-shore, which
was followed up to Point Lyons, and crossing over to Cape Walker, we reached it on the
4th of May. Examining this island for a distance of three miles on either side of the
extreme N. E. angle of the land, we found no traces whatever of its having been visited
by Europeans, though we saw (as we have since had reason to believe) Captain‘ Ommanney’s
conspicuous cairn, but which was then taken by us for one of those trap formations so
numerous in other parts of the country. Our stock of provisions being now reduced to what
would barely bring us to Whaler Point, cn which were placed the stores deposited at Port
Leopold by Sir James Ross, we bent our steps homewards by way of it. It (namely, Whaler
Point) was reached in seven stages, and with a detention of three days, and no inconsider-
able hardship and privation.

Being all much debilitated, and some of the party suffering so severely from scurvy as to
have contracted limbs, we lingered at Whaler Point until the 27th, when seeing Regent
Inlet open as far south as the first point beyond Cape Seppings, we drew our gutta percha
boat, which had been left there last fall, for a distance of a mile over ice, and embarking in
it, set sail for Batty Bay. At midnight, being arrested by the ice some eight miles north
of Elwin Bay, the boat was drawn up on the beach, and we proceeded on foot to Batty
Bay, which was reached on the morning of the 30th. Having been so long absent, we
were of course all rejoiced to meet again in safety, if not in perfect health. Our shipmates
who remained behind had not escaped the prevailing disease, with a few exceptions, and our
entire stock of lime-juice was quite exhausted. For the present then, there was an end to
further journies, and meanwhile ship duties were perforined according to the ability of the
men to carry them out,

On the 15th July, the crew being greatly recruited hv the use of some lime-juice and
cranberries brought” from Port Leopold, that portion of Regent Inlet lying north of Batty
Bay having opened on the day previous, a party of eight men, with M. Bellot and wivselt,
after drawing the only boat at the ship to the north cheek ot Batty Bay, emhbuarked for Port
Leopold with the double view of drawing somewhat from the supplies there, and of bringing
home both boats ; namely, the gutta percha boat which had been left first at Whaler Point,
but was now lying a little north of Elwin Bay, and the little dingy which had also been left
last fall close to the same spot where the gutta percha boat had been last drawn up. This
was accomplished by the 22d.

And now it was necessary to decide whether a boat expedition in the direction of Boothia
Felix should be undertaken. The health of the crew, the state of the ice both in Regent Inlet
and Batty Bay itself alike forbad the entertaining such an idea; and the more so, as such
an important field lay on our north. Deciding, therefore, to proceed to Guitlith Island, we
set to liberating the ship. The ice in Batty Bay at this period was still about five feet thick,
and extended to the entrance of the harbour, a distance of over two miles from the vessel.
After detaching the ship from the ice in which she was imbedded, cuts for a canal were
made to the point which protected her from pressure, a distance of half a mile. It was the
2d of August before the outer portion of the ice in Batty Bay was carried out, and gave us
the opportunity of clearing out the canal, and the 6th betore it was completed and our
liberation effected, when we made northward in a narrow lane of water extending as far as
Elwin Bay. By the morning of the 8th we had attained a position to the north of it, but
the ice closing in on the Jand induced us to heave to the vessel, and the wind and tide soon
bringing her opposite the entrance of Elwin Bay, she entered it and came to anchor until
the ice again opened. This was the following day, and we had no sooner got out, than it
was necessary to tow into anchorage ; it having become calm that same evening, the ice so
filled Elwin Bay that it set us on shore, fortunately without damage, and forced us about
six inches. Here we lay until the increasing tides floated us off on the 11th, up to which
time we could not have proceeded on the voyage, as the ice on the inlet kept pressed
aguinst the shores. On the 12th we remained at anchor. On the 13th we got under weigh,
but the wind dying we had again to tow into harbour. The succeeding day we came out
for the last time, and entered the first lead that had presented itself running to the eastward,
and kept working our way first in that direction, then more to the N.E., until the 17th, by
which time we had got mto more open water, the ice now being in detached streams.
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Though the winds were more generally heading than in our favour, by”the 19th we reached-
Beechey Island, where we found Her Majesty’s ship “ North Star” sawing into winter
varters.

By her | had your Lordship’s instructions to place myself and vessel, the health of officers
and men permitiing it, under Sir Edward Belcher’s orders, should it be his wish under any
circumstances to retain our services. This I would most gladly have done, but Sir Edward
having gone up Wellington Channel before our arrival in clear water, with every prospect of
advancing, I was left to act according to my own judgment. My desire was to winter in
the country avain with a few volunteers, in order to complete the remaining part of my plan,
of search, and to send the vessel and rest of the crtw back to Britain. Two of the best men
at once volunteered to remain with me, and M. Bellot, with the generous feeling which:
marks his character, would fain have insisted on doing so also, though intelligence of a.
private nature, which he received by Sir Edward Belcher’s squadron from home, urgeotly
required his return. Captain Pullen also, at my request, kindly aided my views by consent~;
ing 1o spare one of his officers and two men (volunteers) to accompany me. bubsequengly,j
however, I found it necessary to abandon the object of my wish, and to resolve on returning;
with the vessel to Britaip, a resolution which I did not make without much pain and reluct<
ance. The details of my proceedings at Beechey Island I shall reserve for another opportu-
nitv, in order not to make my letter too long. :

On the evening of the 24th of August, having received the despatches of the present
searching squadron from Commander Pullen, we bore away for Britain under three cheers.,
The “ North Star,” if not in safe winter quarters under Beechey Island, had the fair prospect,
of being so at the time of our departure; a heavy ground swell round Beechey Island was;
fast breaking up the floe still holding in Erebus Bay, aud already nearly half cleared out.

Without any further incident worthy of mention, we arrived at Aberdeen in safety on;
Thursday the 8th instant, from which place without loss of time 1 posted to Londan, which.:
I reacbed at six o’clock this morning. {

. In conclusion, allow me to say that it is a great satisfaction to me to feel that althoth;
your Ladyship’s intentions in sending out the “ Prince Albert” have been only partially,
executed, yet, that you will consider we have done all that man could accomplish under the
circumstances, and that the necessity for their complete fulfilment has been superseded by
information obtained after our departure. We also bring home to you and all the friends of
the absent, most cheering and important information of the progress of Her Majesty’s:
squadron up Wellington Channel, to which you have yourself always attached so much:
1mportance. . ,

This intelligence might not perhaps have reached you for a long time to come, but for our
happy meeting with the ¢ North Star ” at so critical a moment, and the safe return of the,
“ Prince Albert” into port.

) I have, &e.
To Lady Franklin. (signed) William Kennedy.

P.S.—With respect to the crew of the “ Prince Albert,” it gives me great pleasure to
report that their conduct throughout has merited my unqualified approbation, and I was
most ably supported by the noble-minded Bellot, and in general by the officers of the expe-
dition. As I know your Ladyship takes a great interest in Mr. Hepburn, the faithful fol-’
lower of Sir John Franklin in his former arduous travels, I am sure it will give you pleasure
to learn, that his experience and judgment were of the utmost value to me in the conduct of
the expedition, and that his amiable and conciliatory deportment caused him to be laoked,
upon by every man on board with respect and affection. .

No. 23.
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s . . : Proceedings of
ProceEDINGS of Commander E. 4. Inglefield, R.N., commanding the Commandos

Screw Steam-vessel  Isabel ” (Private Expedition), on a Voyage of Inglefield, ».x.
Arctic Discovery.

No. 21.
Lerrsr from Commander Inglefield, r.x., to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

9, Portsea-place, Connaught-square,
Sir, 21 June 1852.

Tue ¢ Isabel ” screw schooner, of 170 tons, and 30 horse power, doubled,
fitted and provisioned for a five years’ cruise, having, through the failure of
Captain Beatson’s intended expedition. been thrown upon the hands of Lady
Fraoklin, and that lady having made offer to me of her vessel (since the reply
of their Lordships) on condition that I should carry her by whatever route
may appear most likely to obtain some information of the missing expedition, 1
beg to lay before you, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty, this proposal ; and,

First, to solicit their Lordships’ approval and permission to acecpt her Lady-
ship’s offer, and to grant me leave of absence for that purpose.

Secondly, to petition, that should their Lordships be disposed to approve the
undertaking, they will grant me such assistance, to be paid for by myself, which
the Dockyard at Woolwich could immediately supply towards some few in-
ternal arrangements still required to complete her, and whicly, if done at a
private yard, might occasion a prejudicial delay.

Briefly, my views in undertaking this expedition are, to accomplish a perfect
examination of the west coast of Baflin Bay aud Labrador, and the seasou, from
recent accounts from Copenhagen, having every appearance of being favourable,
I am most desirous to lose no time in visiting that coast, from which, if the
story of the ** Renovation ” is to be credited, those icebergs probably drifted on
which the vessels were seen, and though such ships may not be those of Sir
John Franklin’s squadron, the cause of humanity will be furthered as much,
by endeavouring to assist their crews, as those of Her Majesty’s exploring
vessels.

Notwithstanding my own feelings, and that of most Arctic voyagers, well
qualified to express their convictions as to the fate of Sir John I'ranklin and his
gallant comrades, I cannot allow mysclf to undertake the enterprisc, excepting
with the full and entire approval of the Board of Admiralty ; for having six times
volunteered for Arctic service, and being still most anxiously looking for either
promotion or employment, [ am very unwilling to place myself out of the reach
of their Lordships; but as it is the detcrmination of Lady Franklin to send this
vessel in any case, my own sanguine hopes as to the safety of Sir John, together
with the earnest desire to devote myself to the search (though at my own
expense for the wages of the crew, and without any chance of remuneration) ;
all these combine and incline me to accept the offer, rather than it should be
said no officer was to be found who would undertake this voyage in the cause
of humanity; and should I refuse, it is understood the vessel will be immediately
given to some whaling captain, who might be looked upon as more hardy and
enterprising than any, his fellows of Her Majesty’s Navy.

- Tam, &ec.
(signed) E. A Inglefield,
Commander.
No. 25.
Lerrer from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Commander Inglefield.
Sir, Admiralty, 22 June 1852.

I navE received and laid before my Lords your letter of the 21st instant,
requesting the sanction of their Lordships to your taking the command of the
*“ Isabel > screw schooner, belonging to Lady Franklin, with a view to proceed
to the Polar regions in search of the missing expedition under Sir John

82. E Franklin;
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. and I am commanded to acquaint you, that thei‘r Lordships ha,ve.no
(I)“ll).;;:]g:)?l,t: l;rour taking command of the vessel named, if you should think
proper to do so; and they will grant you ohe year's leave of absence for the

. or such further leave as you may require.
pu;'&)gem(;' Lords will have no objection to order any refit to the vessel, or

fittings to be made good at Woolwich Dockyard, that may be required, on
the understanding that the expense incurred is to be repaid.
I am, &c.
(signed) J. H. Hay,

Pro. Sec.

No. 26.

Lerter from Mr. J. H. Hay, for the Secretary of the Admiralty, to the
Commodore Superintendent of Woolwich Dockyard.

Admiralty, 22 June 1852,
Commodore Superintendent, Woolwich, )

CommanpEr Inglefield having applied to my Lords for permission for any
repairs or fittings that may be required to the * Isabel” screw schooner, to
be made good at Woolwich Dockyard, my Lords have been pleased to
consent to the request, on the understanding that the expense thereof be
repaid.

I am, &ec.
(signed) J. H. Hay,
Pro. Sec.

No. 27.
Lerter from Commander Inglefield to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Screw Discovery Vessel, “ Isabel,” off the Nore,
Sir, 5 July 1852.

Havine left Greenhithe in tow of the ¢ Lightning,” I cannot take my,
departure without once more expressing my sincere gratitude to my Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, for the invaluable assistance I have received
at Her Majesty’s Dockyard at Woolwich ; and I feel, moreover, that it would
be unbecoming of me to leave on the adventurous voyage I am commencing,
without giving their Lordships a short outline of my intended route.

I hope to reach the northern extremity of Baffin Bay, touching only at
Holsteinburg, without any further check than such as I may find in crossing
Melville Bay ; but should I be disappointed in obtaining a sufficiently high
latitude this season to examine Smith’s and Jones’s Sound, I shall then cross @f
practicable) to the west coast of Baffin Bay, and commence an examination
southward along that shore; I shall endeavour to return before the winter sets
in, to England ; but should I fail in this, will hope to communicate with Sir
Edward Belcher across the land from Jones’s Sound.

I have ouce more to request you will offer their Lordships my sincere thanks
for their assistance, and express my earnest hope that, as by their Lordship’s
letter to me, T infer that it was only on account of there being no available
vessel that they refused my request to be towed bevond Peterhea?i, [ may still
trust their Lordships will permit the Lightniu"g ” to take me some small
distance to the westward, as to such an incalculably valuable aid I may thus
impute the whole success of my undertaking, for the lateness of the season
otherwise might prevent my doing more this year than entering the ice.

I am, &c.

(signed)  E. A. Inglefield,
Commander.
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No. 28.
LerTer from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Commander Inglefield.

Sir, Admiralty, 7 July 1852,
Wirn reference to your letter of the 5th instant, requesting that Her Majesty’s
steam vessel  Lightning” may be ordered to tow the * Isabel” beyond
Peterhead, I am to acquaint you that they cannot comply with your request.

I am, &ec.
(signed) A. Stafford.

No. 29.
Lerrer from Commander Inglefield to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Screw Discovery Vessel « Isabel,” 12 August 1852,
Sir, Godhaven, Disco, Greenland.

T'HE assistance I have received in so many ways from the Board of Admiralty,
in equipping my little vessel for her Arctic voyage, induces me to suppose their
Lordships will be pleased to learn I have so far advanced on my voyage, and
that the squadron under Sir Edward Belcher passed this port on the 12th of
June, having left it on the 10th, and finding the Waigatt Passage blocked with
ice, returned southward to take the open bay.

I shall sail in a few hours, having only put into Godhaven to make good some
losses sustained in a gale off Farewell.

I am now (from the favonrable appearance of the season, and the opinion of
those here, as to the state of the ice northward), determined upon proceeding
direct to Smith’s Sound.

No ships having been seen returning southward from Melville Bay, it is pre-
sumed that they have been successful in making an early north passage.

I am, &e.
(signed) E. . Inglefield,
Commander, R.N.

No. 30.

Lerter from Commander Inglefield to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Screw Discovery Vessel *“ Isabel,”
off Cape Adair, West Coast of Baffin’s Bay,
Sir, 15 September 1852,

Havine since my last communication to you completed that part of my
voyage in which I undertook the examination of the northern extremity of
Baffin’s Bay in search of the missing vessels under the command of Sir John
Franklin, and presuming upon the interest which my Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty have taken in the exploration of these and the adjacent shores, I take
advantage of a vessel bound to England, to acquaint their Lordships of my
discoveries in these high latitudes, and herewith enclose a tracing from my track
chart, which I beg you will state to their Lordships, must not be considered at
present more than an eye sketch, though the necessary data for a perfect outline
is obtained, and in progress of formation, into what I doubt not will prove a
correct outline.

2. From Disco Island, where I last addressed myself to you, I proceeded to
Upernavik, there to obtain an interpreter, and purchase dogs ; the former could
not be procured, the latter was readily supplied me. o

8. From Upernavik T procecded northward, crossing Melville Bay with little
difficulty ; at Cape York I passed through a great quantity of loose ice, com-
posed of large bergs and floe pieces; the weather however was sufficiently easy
to admit of my steaming through, and on the morning of the 22d of August 1
reached the great glacier of *“ Petowak.” Becalmed off this gigantic ice forma.tlon,
which extends for upwards of four miles inland and a mile to seaward, with a

.smooth unbroken sloping surface, I got so closely in, that voices were heard
shouting from the beach, and soon natives were descried coming down the face
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ier and two small ravines adjoining. On proceeding to the shore, with -

:«f)‘ltn}l: %]i?{(i:::ulty in getting through the young bay ice, which had commenced
rapidly to form, I reached a sandy cove,.where after a little delay in calming
the apprehensions of the Esquiniaux by signs and a few presents, I em_ieavou‘red
to obtain from them information as to the position of “ Omenak,” and if possible
a pilot. A woman who appeared more intelligent than the rest of the party,
drew upon the sand an outline of the coast and the position of the settlement
known now as the reputed scene of the murder of Franklin and his people, by
the statement of Adam Beck. These people seemed thie very opposite extreme
of those seen last year at Cape York; they are robust, strong, healthy individuals,
and well supplied with children; they impressed me with a notion that they had
not before seen Europeans ; their immoderate laughter when I had assured them
of our good intent, and surprise at our clothing, boats, &c., led me to this con-
viction.

4. Sailing northward, I reached Cape Atholl on the morning of the 23d, and

falling calm, 1 took advantage of that day to steam right round the Bay, within

pistcl-shot of the shore. ‘

5. The settlement of Omenak, which I readily found in a deep bight on the
north side of Wolstenholme Sound, was deserted, but evidently only for the
season, as the store of blubber, winter clothing and flesh which I discovered in
my search for traces of the missing vessels, I think, proved. Every great hut
and storehouse was closely overhauled, and a large heap of heavy stones,
apparently without any use, was pulled down, and a foot deep dug into the
frozen earth; the pile consisted of bones of seals, walrus, whale, birds and fish, but
no trace of anything European could be discovered. I may add that I wasinduced
to examine this cairn from the statement of Mr. Abernethy, my chief mate, who
was in the same vessel with Adam Beck when he related that the bones of the
murdered crew were concealed in a cairn of this description; no traces
discovered ; and some observation made to fix more correctly the position
of Wolstenholme and Saunders Island with that of two others before un-
noticed, and three incorrectly laid down, off the entrance of Granville Bay;
I proceeded against a heavy gale from the N. W, (which brought vast quantities
of ice to the southward) towards Cape Parry ; and on the afternoon of the 25th,
after having been blown back three times, we entered Whale Sound.

6. Twenty-five miles inside this opening in the coast, a settlement of natives
was observed and visited; I remarked the same fear at our approach, but like
means adopted as previously, soon allayed their apprehensions. A mile from the
spot where | landed, we found the summer habitations of these people, who were
as strong, healthy and vigorous as any I have seen on the coast ; an ample store
of blubber and flesh, laid by in their winter under-ground hovels, proved that
want was, for this season at least, unknown to them. '

7. Neither here nor at Petowak were Kyaks seen, but numerous dogs and
sledges, somewhat different in form to those observed southward.

8. A knife which I obtained, with “ B. Wilson, cast steel,” on the blade, and
having been apparently a table knife, but mounted in a rude ivory handle, made
fr_om the tooth of a sea unicorn, an axe without mark, a tin canister, and several
pieces of steel curiously converted into a knife, with some rope, were the only
articles I observed of European manufacture, but I did not attach much import-
ance to them, as the nomadic habits of the natives on this coast may easily
account for the manner in which they may have been acquired.
ang. frlgfrfoirtz :f]t;::::]% }50 lt(?e boat, I ascended an eminence of nearly 1,000 feet,

) eheld that the north side of the Sound was composed of a
group of islands, some of considerable dimensions.

A rapid sketch made on the spot will conve i
of the Sound at thin seinr p y some notion of the appearance
10. On returning to my vessel at 12 i i
’ y -M., which I found at some distance
fl'Ol'll‘] .“hei:e I !ﬁft] her (owing to her having struck heavily twice on a sunken
roc hm_ (tl e middle of the bight), I steered away on a course to pass out on the
nortk 151 sof the largest island, z_md between that and a smaller one; to these
two islands, I have presumed to give the names of his Grace the First Lord, and
Su-l ’ll‘hcimash Herbe]rt; the next was called Tvrconnel | sland ’
- In the settlement one mile and a half as : i
. 1 tern, I was much surprised to
t_)b]sene two small openings (so marked at least on’the charts) to bergxtensive
inlets opening away to the northward and north castward ; the sky beautifully

illumined
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illumined by the rising sun, would readily have defined the land, though as far
as the eye could reach, an unbroken horizon met the gaze, and no sign of ice or
obstruction into an open strait or inland sea could be detected.

These two inlets I named after Sir Roderick Murchison and Sir Francis
Beautort.

12. Nothing but the sense of my duty to Lady Franklin prevented my searching
the course of these fair straits, through which, owing to a calm that occurred
at 4 A.M., I estimated the current to be setting eastward 3} miles an hour.

13. No traces having been met with of the missing expedition, I felt that
Franklin was no longer to be sought for here, and thus I determined to take
advantage of the evidently open state of the ice, and dash boldly at once to the
northward, in the direction of Smith’s Sound.

14. Cape Alexander I reached at midnight of the 26th, rounding it under
sail and steam, within half musket shot of the shore, having a depth of 145
fathoms, sand and small broken shells,

We narrowly escaped falling on board of a large iceberg, owing to the wind
leading us round the point. Nothing resembling a cairn could be detected, on
either this headland or a curiously shaped island on the south side of it, for
though midnight, it was as light as day, and the sun was just gilding the
northern sky behind the extreme north point, which in honour to his Royal
Highness's birthday, I named Cape Albert. )

We had no sooner fairly opened the Sound, than I involuntarily exclaimed,
this must lead into the great Polynia of the Russians; and as the eye strained
forward into the clear expanse of apparently open water, which now occupied
from 7 to 8 points of the compass due north of our position, I could not but
admit to my own mind that a great sea was beyond.

15. The strait marked so narrow on our charts (by measurement on the
morrow) I found to be ahout 36 miles across, and now I pushed eagerly on to
a further view of this noble inlet.

16. The natural snow-clad aspect of the bleak cliffs that surround the head of
the bay, seemed changed by the presence of a inore genial clime, the side of
Cape Alexander itself being streaked with bright green grasses and moss, and
the neighbouring hills to the northward were black instead of snow-capped,
evidently too of secondary formation.

17. The west coast of this new sea which T had now entered, trended away to
the N.W., as the coast grew still more to the eastward, and a high range of
mountains, which I named the Prince of Wales’s range, terminated the western
shore in a bluff, which I called Victoria Head.

18. Here the outline of coast ceased; for though I reached on noon of the
27th, latitude 78°; 28th, nothing but loose ice could be espied from aloft beyond
the two Capes, Frederick VII. and Victoria.

19. A few icebergs and loose ice setting with ourselves to the northward, at
the rate of about three miles an hour (a current which I detected, during the
whole of our run up the coast from Wolstenholme Sound, and which seemed to
separate itself by an eddy into the Beaufort and Murchison inlets), together with
a fast land-floe, extending about 12 miles from the western shore enclosing Cape
Isabella, were all the obstructions which presented themselves to our onward
course into this great Polar Sea; and had not circumstances over which I could
have no control, and which I may perhaps term providential, defied my further
progress, I should have been allured by the prospect before me to penetrate
yet further north.

20. Having satisfactorily obtained the latitude at noon, which I called my
officers to witness, and by sights for my chronometers at 9, a tolerable longitude,
my attention was turned towards effecting a landing, the better to observe the
variation and dip, whilst a cairn was erecting to mark our visit, and note that
the British Flag was the first to be carried into this unknown sea. By the time
the people had dined, a still further advance had been made, assisted materially
by the northerly set, but the breeze had now freshened to a strong gale, apd
going against the current, had set up a sea that constrained my officers to advise
me against attempting to land in the light short boat we possessed.

They declared in their opinion it would be risking the lives of the people,and

anxious as I was to put foot on these newly-found shores, I felt bound to accept
their advice, and now, whilst seeking this landing place in a bay to leewurd of an
island I named after my friend Lord Hatherton, a gale had commenced with
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such fury that we were fairly blown out of the strait ; and ere six hours elapsed

we were hove to in a tempest of wind and snow (which lasted 36 hours) undera
-reefed fore topsail. . ]

clogsf, rg:}?hf(; morrlling of the 29th it moderated, and in trying to hug the west
shore, with the view of exploring its coasts, we were drifted into the lee pack,
which girt the western side of the head of Baffin Bay, extending about 20 miles
to leeward. . )

The slight breeze and heavy swells which had set us on, soon placed the ship
in a most dangerous position; a leak in our boiler had put the engine for the
time * hors de combat,” and I began to contemplate that in a few hours we
should he firmly fixed in this extensive pack. . ‘

Olserving the rudder splintering, from the crushing pressure of the ice,
I ordered the boiler to be hastily sccured and the steam got up, as our last
resource, and by God’s merey, after several hours of anxiety and hard labour on
the part of all on board, we were extricated from our difficulties, and steamed
out to scaward.

22. | determined now upon following down the west coast as near as I could,
to Colony Island, and then passing through Glacier Strait to proceed up Jones’s
Sound.

This 1 accomplished, passing up into the Sound on the 31st of August, and
heating against a fresh westerly breeze, assisted by a strong set, reached long.
84°, from whence the coast suddenly turned away in a N.W. leeCthfl, the
south shore trending rather northerly ; but as far as the eye could scan in the
west horizon, no land could be discovered though great masses of ice were
driving rapidly down. . .

23. No traces of our missing countrymen could be espied, and the evening
of the 1st of NSepteber setting in with thick fog, accompanied by a stiff gale
from the westward, and snow drift, the inhospitable appearance, which seemed
to dety the foot of man, and to prove the impossibility of finding shelter for a
winter scason, these combined to warn me that prudence dictated our return, and
indeed, as no examination could be made in such thick weather as now set in,
the object of my visit would be defeated if I ran blindly on as far as the ice
now seen to windward would admit, I therefore ran over to the south shore and
towards the eastward, exwnining as closely as I could each point and bend in
the coast, but no cairns, no mark could be observed.

24. Several additions and alterations in the chart were made, and passing
through the Lady Anne Strait, by midnight I was abreast of Cape Parker. Here
we were suddenly beset by floe pieces upwarnds of 20 feet in thickness, and by
them hemmed in on every side, within a mile of the shore.

A brecze from the N.W. would have sealed our fate in all probability for
a winter in this pack, or wreck on Cape Parker, but aided by the powerful arm
of steam, we succeeded with much labour in horing out, and by noon of the 2d
had secured a good offiug amongst “ brash ice” drifting off Cape Horsburg.

25. I'mow resolved, before entering upon my search down the western coast
of Baffin Bay and Labrador, to take advantage of the still open appearance
of the season to visit Becchey Island, and obtaining, for the information of their
Lprd§111ps, the most recent accounts of Sir Edward Belcher’s expedition, supply
him in return with the mail I had brought from England (our latest dates only
cight weeks old), and above all, an outline of my discoveries and a tracing from
my track chart, which, as his orders Lad reference to a part of the coast I had
explored, might prove of some use to him.

“iﬁ. Light ’tld\'cl'se winds prevented my reaching Her Majesty’s depdt ship

h Qrth Star” before the morning of the 7th September, when I entered Erebus
andQI‘ error Bay, ar_ld finding it well open anchored for a few hours.

_27. From Captain Pullen I obtained much information relative to the expedi-
tion, but as the * Prince Albert” had sailed only a fortnight previously, he had
little else than duplicates of the despatches forwarded by her to charge me with,
and as nothing official can be communicated by me that will not have appeared
in those despatches, I will not intrude farthep upon their Lordships’ attention
than to acquaint them ’that I am now vigorously prosecuting the search down
t}}e west shore of Baffin’s Bay, touching when practicable, and erecting cairns, at
night firing guns and throwing up rockets. °

28. I shall hope, under Providence, to reach England without incurring the
hefwy expense to myself of remaining out for the winter.

29. With
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29. With this view I return the despatches from Captain Pullen, but as I can-
not foresee what may befal the ship in the course of our explorations on the
daungerous coast of Labrador, I deem it my duty to seize this opportunity of
communicating to their Lordships the result of my labours, and I trust the exer-
tions I have made will meet their approval, and set at rest the public mind as
to the possibility of finding traces of the missing squadron on the shores 1 have
visited.

About half only of my fuel is expended, owing to the strictest economy, and
thus 1 trust to making careful examinations to the southward.

30. October 22.—'T'hus far I had prepared my letter, in the expectation of
falling in with whalers off Home Bay; but upon reaching the Hecla and
Griper Bank, my progress was arrested by a vast body of ice, which appearing
to be toggled on to the shore by a line of icebergs grounded on the shoals,
stretched far away to seaward, and carried me into long. 614° ere I could
get away south. Two days and a night in the pack at last enabled me to get.
through.

31. On the 22d, we had run 120 miles to the southward; but the morning
of the 23d was ushered in with the most tremendous gale (from the S.E.) 1
ever witnessed ; for six days we lay to under a storm sail, occasionally sighting
the land, or vast bergs driving rapidly past us, through the mist and spray. Oar
water being now nearly expended (having purposed to refit and water in the
Clyde), and being now upon the allowance of a pint per man, and the ship,
moreover, much disabled, I was compelled (on the weather moderating) to
take the first harbour; accordingly, I ran iuto che ¢ Hande Islands ™ on the 2d of
October for that purpose.

32. On the 7th we sailed, to encounter another gale from the S.W., which
lasted till the 10th, and then only moderating to freshen into a still more
violent one from the N. E.

33. Before this, we scud for two days, making over to the west shore, in the
hopes of gaining Northumberland Inlet, where 1 intended to winter, and possibly
complete the search from where I had left it, by means of my dog-sledges.

The tremendous following sea breaking high over the stern of our little vessel,
and occasionally deluging the decks, obliged us to keep certain sail on the ship,
and we had now scud too long to heave to; at this juncture, running past the
point I wished to make, my ice-masters came to me with their advice, that I
should make no farther attempt to reach the coast at this advanced period of
the season, and with such boisterous weather.

Mr. Manson, who has been employed many years in the whaling trade,
assured me, that the dangers of this coast could only be safely approached in
moderate weather, and strongly urged my relinquishing the attempt.

34. Having waited two days after this advice, in the hope that the weather
might moderate, | decided upon returning to England, and am now on my
homeward voyage, having remained within the Arctic Circle exactly two
months later than the expedition of last year; and (having reached it three
months later) have, nevertheless, accomplished (independent of sailing) 1,473%
miles (under steam), bringing home with me still 66 tons of fuel.

35. I cannot speak too highly of the advantages of the high-pressure engine,
which working at 401lb. on the square inch, has given ample opportunities of
testing its utility ; no difference in temperature affecting its working, though
consuming patent fuel, with which the upper deck had been paved and
exposed to the weather, salt-water and trampling on for two months previous to
its use.

36. My large chart being now finished with the track round Baffin Bay,
and the discoveries I have made, comprising 600 miles of néw coast line
correctly laid down, I do not now enclose the eye sketch before alluded to ;
but shall take the earliest opportunity of waiting on their Lordships with the
same, and numerous sketches of the unknown coasts I have explored.

Apologizing for thus intrnding at such length upon the time of my Lords
Commissioners,

I have, &c.

(signed) E. A. Inglefield,
Commander, R.N.

E 4 No. 31.

Proceedings of
Commander
Ingleficld, Rr. v,




40 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS,

No. 31.
Proceedings of he

f“"]m;ial;((ljer Cuart (anncxcd) <howing the Discoveries of Commander Inglefield, 1852
nglefield, &, ~ . )

No. 32,

Lerrer from the President and Vice-President of the Royal Geographical Society
to his Grace the Duke of Northumberland.

Royal Geographical Society,
My Lord Duke, ‘ 12 December 1852,
Co~scrous of the value which geographers and the public have attributed to
the recent Arctic rescarches of Commander Inglefield, r.N., we venture to
submit to your Grace a notice of those services, which may, we trust, move the
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to promote that distinguished officer.

The new official chart of the Polar Regions shows how many errors of former
delineation of the headlands, gulfs, and inlands of Baffin's Bay have been corrected
by him, and how he has obtained entirely new data respecting Smith’s Sound,
which go far to settle the belief, that Franklin must have taken the route of
Wellington Channel.

Acquainted as we were with the very untoward circumstances under which
Commander Inglefield voluntecred to take the command of the small private
vessel the *¢ Isabel,” and seeing the energy with which, in overcoming all difficul-
ties, he carried out the wishes of Lady Franklin and the subseribers to the
expedition, we might well admire results which, in the words of the first of
living authoritics on such a subject, Nir Edward Parry, have placed Commander
Ingleticld among the most distinguished of our Arctic navigators.”

Addressing your Grace and the Board, in our capacity as members of the Royal
Geographical Sovicty, we consider ourselves precluded from fortifying our applica-
tion by any reference to the services of Commander Inglefield in the ordinary
duties of his professional career, hut we may state that the selection of him for
the command of an exploring expedition wus indeed founded on our knowledge
of the character of those previous scrvices.

We confine ourselves, Liowever, to the fact, that cxpectations founded on that
knowledge have been more than realized by the zcal and ability ‘which he has
displayed, and Dy the value to science of the results he has obtained.

It is specially, therefore, as geographers, that we address your Grace and the
Board of Admiralty, in the hope that as the recent explorations of Commander
Inglefield have been very generally approved, you will reward an officer who has

employed his best cnergics, and expended much of Lis own pecuniary means in
so noble a causc.

. We have, &e.
(signed) Roderick Murchison, President, r. 6. s.
Lgerton Ellesmere, Vice-President, R, 6. s.

. No. 33,
Report on Commander Inglefield'~ Arctic Voyage.

Admiralty, 17 December 1852.
te of Franklin’s party, Commander
“Isabel,” of 149 tons, in order to join

¢ v Y soon equipped, he steered for Davis’ Strait ;
pushed forward through the ice; passed by the tempting opening of Murchison

Strait, and succeeded in penetrating into the heart of Smith’s Sound, which, as

well as the former opening, he has proved to lead into the Polar Basin. ’
This may well be called a valuable discovery, for Baffin merely sawa break in

the coast, and Ross and Parry could only just perceive the looming of the moun-

tains

SHARING in the universal feeling about the fa
Inglefield eagerly accepted the gift of the
in the search for them. Marvellous]
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tains at the distance of 90 miles. Murchison Strait was likewise another important .
hical discovery, for Whale Sound, with which it i < Proceedings of
geograpnica Y ale Sound, with which it is connected, was supposed Comnander

to be only a deep fiord, whereas it now appears to be a wide passage, and to be Inglefield, ».v.
the limits of the continent of Greenland. —_—

In the third place, the ice having prevented Captain Austin from entering Jones’s
Sound, but which seemed to him to be only a deep bay, now turns out to be another
channel to the northward, through the great cluster of Parry Islands.

With respect to Commander Inglefield’s chart, which shows the configurations
of both shores 140 miles further north than had been effected by any former
navigator, when we consider the size of his vessel, and the constant demands
upon his time, as he seldom quitted the deck, day or night, we may well be sur-
prised at the accuracy of its details, and the correctness with which it is horne out,
by his journal and observation books; all of which have been submitted for
examination to this office.

A change of weather having forced him to retire from Baffin’s Bay, and
undaunted by the approach of winter, though unfurnished with the meuans of
passing it in an Arctic climate, he had the generous holdness to run up Barrow's
Strait, in order to offer his surplus of provisions to Sir Edward Belcher's ships,
and to bring home intelligence of their then state to Government and to their
numerous friends.

All this has been performed in four months, and all accomplished without the
drawback of a single accident; every obstacle having been overcome by his per-
severing energy, and every vain temptation resisted by his singleness of purpose,
altogether forming, in my estimation, one of the most extraordinary voyages on
record.

(signed) I Beaufort.

No. 34.
Lerrer from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Commander Inglefield.

Sir, Admiralty, 20 December 1852,
WirH reference to your letter of 15th September last, off Cape Adair, reporting
your proceedings in the schooner ¢ Isabel,” in pursuit of further traces of Sir
John Franklin, and of your return to communicate with the station at Beechey
Island, 1 am commanded to acquaint you, that my Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty approve of the spirit which prompted you in making that visit, and
their Lordships having this day had before them the observations of the hydro-
grapher, on the discoveries you made in your voyage, my Lords acknowledge
with satisfaction the enterprize and cnergy you have displayed in your late
research, and although your endeavours to discover traces of the missing expedi-
tion have not been rewarded with success, my Lords consider that they do credit
to yourself, and that your voyage is not without importance in its geographical

results,
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton.

No. 35.

Lerrer from the Secretary of the Admiralty to the President of the
Royal Geographical Society.

Sir, Admiralty, 24 December 1852.
Havine laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the letter*  *See No. 32.
addressed by yourself and the Vice-president of the Royal Geographical Society
to his Grace the Duke of Northumberland, recommending Commander Inglefield

for reward for his services in the Arctic Seas, I am commanded by their Lord- N

ships to send you a copy of their letter of approbation, addressed to Commander 20 Uecc,,,(]),'pt?‘l,.

Inglefield, and which will show the opinion entertained of that officer. 22185,
I am, &e.

(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton.

82, F ProCcEEDINGS
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ProceepiNGs of Captain Thomas Moore, commanding Her Majesty’s
Ship ¢ Plover,” in the Vicinity of Behring’s Straits, during the Winter

of 1851-52.

No. 36.
Lerrer from Captain Moore to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Brig ““ Plover,”
Sir, Port Clarence, 1 July 1852,
1. I nave the honour to report to you, for the information of my Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, the proceedings of Her Majesty’s ship under
myv command since the departure of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Dadalus” for the
southward on the 1st of October 1851.

2. Nine days after her sailing from Port Clarence, the young ice began to
form in Grantley Harbour, but cwing to strong N. W. winds, it was not until
the 21st, that the ship was permanently frozen in, with her head to the north;
whereupon the water was completed, a considerable quantity of wood stacked,
ship dismantled, anchors stowed, and cables unbent, all of which being com-
pleted by the 31st, I housed in for the winter. ’

3. Similar amusements and pastimes, for the recreation of the officers and
crew, to those heretofore resorted to, were again called into requisition, with
the addition of cricket, which were participated in by all during the most
dreary part of the winter, with the exception of three men, who have been
severely frost-bitten in the feet ; John H. Lawson, a. B., whilst employed with
several others in the early part of the winter procuring game, having lost the
greater part of all the toes on the left foot, which renders him unfit for further
Polar service; John Berry, a.B., and Thomas Brooker, p** Royal Marines,
3d class, whilst sleeping on the snow in a temperature of 19° Fahrenheit, on a
Journey to a village about 50 miles up the River E-mow-rook, the former having
lost a portion of his left great toe, and the latter the soles of his feet severely
bitten, whereby their services were lost for several months.

4. On the 4th of November, Port Clarence being completely frozen over, and
the rivers also finally closed, I engaged a native guide to accompany travelling
parties, which I found would be obliged to proceed to a much greater distance
fo obtain supplies than formerly, the neighbouring natives not only appearing
to be indisposed to barter, but the reindeer having, to all appearance, shifted
feeding-grounds.

5. Early m December, a native from the sea-coast came to the ship afflicted
with acute rheumatism, requesting medical assistance, which was of course
granted him, and he was placed under the care of Mr. Thomas B. Forster,
Assistant-surgeon, in whose skilful hands a recovery was effected by the begin-
ning of January. This was the sccond patient brought for treatment this winter.
The other, a case of consumption in a girl of about 10 years of age, was, unfor-
tunately, too far advanced before she came ; consequently all human efforts to
save her life proved unavailing, and she died in about three weeks.

6. During the month of January many natives, as usual, visited the ship
from all quarters, but not in such large numbers as formerly. Great difficulty
hias therefore been experienced in procuring * fur clothing ” “for the people, the
want of which essential being greatly felt, as has been fully proved by the fre-
quency and severity of the frost-bites which have occurred. The temperature
on the 4th of this month f:1I to 40° Fahrenheit, the lowest for the winter.

7. One great inconvenience under which I suffered the two previous winters,
and more particularly the end of the past year, viz. the scarcity of dogs’ food,
was fortunately removed about the month” of March, large quantities of seals
having been captured by the Esquimaux on the sea-coast, who readily bartered

them for tobacco. By this means a considerable quantity of oil has been
obtained.

8. February having arrived, and the supplies hitherto procured being ve
limited, I gladly took advantage of an offer from a friendl)") native to joi%x hiz

mn
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in erecting a number of snares, and a tent on an adjacent hill, for the purpose Proceedings of
of hunting the reindeer, large herds of which had taken up a position in the Captain Thomas
vicinity of the ship early in the new year. By this means we procured 20 Moore.
animals by the middle of April, when the reindeer having deserted the hills, -
and the natives, who were a most valuable assistance to us, evincing a disposi-

tion tv join a number of others who had collected at the heads of the harbour,

where they were catching fish, the hunting party returned on board.

9. The beginning of March saw us busily employed fitting out, and the wea-
ther continuing comparatively moderate, everything was completed before the
housing was taken off on the 14th of April, a period. hailed with delight by
all, the time having now passed when symptoms of scurvy were likely to make
their appearance, without the occurrence of a single case.

10. I take this favourable opportunity of informing their Lordships I am fully
satisfied that not only the total absence of scurvy during the past winter, but
the present healthy state of the crew, is attributable only to the very liberal and
judicious supply of anti-scorbutics received from Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Dadalus,”
last autumn, and the fresh potatoes purchased at that time. The latter proved
good so long as they remained in a frozen state, which was the case until May,
when those remaining thawed, and became unfit for use.

11. These necessaries, together with the venison, I have on all occasions
caused to be issued at times and in such quantities as I thought most beneficial,
without regard to the established allowance, together with the many opportuni-
ties afforded for recreation, have preserved the health of all, their physical powers
being slightly, if at all, impaired.

12. Imagining that a good deal of the ship’s copper must have been rubbed
off during her long stay in these regions, I, on the 10th of May, after taking
everything weighty out of her, hove her down to the floe, about 25°, for the
purpose of making good any that might be injured, but found it in a much better
condition than I anticipated, 20 sheets repairing all the apparent injury sus-
tained ; nor could I find, after causing a most careful examination of her hottom
to be made whilst thus heeled over, that any part not then in sight had received
any damage.

13. On the 14th of June the ice moved slowly off the north, and packed on
the southern shore, but the ship was surrounded with loose pieces until the 23d,
when it finally left her, and I dropped down to the entirance of the harbour,
where I remained until the arrival of Her Majesty’s ship ‘¢ Ampbhitrite,” on
the 30th.

14. Although every possible inquiry has been made of the numerous natives
who visited us during the past winter relative to the missing expedition, as well
as Her Majesty’s ships “ Enterprise ” and ““ Investigator,” I regret to report that
nothing has been seen or heard of them, except that they say the “ Enterprise ”
wintered at Point Barrow, which I much doubt.

15. In conclusion, I beg to express to their Lordships how deeply gratified
the officers and ship’s company and myself feel with the high terms of approba-
tion in which they have been pleased to speak of our service for the last four
years and a half, and more particularly the marked manner in which they have
thought fit to evince their due approbation of them by the promotion of myself
and Mr. S. Lindsey, Clerk in Charge, together with the promised advancement
of Mr. H. Martin, Second Master, when he shall have passed the necessary
examination ; and in thus closing my long service in the * Plover,” I would
beg to bring before their Lordships the name of Mr. Thomas Bouchier (late
acting Second Master), whose conduct during the three years he has served with
me has been such as to merit my warmest approbation, and I venture to hope
they will be pleased to take his case into their favourable consideration.

I have, &ec.
(signed) Thos. Moore,
Captain.

F2 PRrocEEDINGS
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ProceepiNGs of Commander Rochfort Maguire, commanding Her
Majesty’s Ship « Plover,” in the Vicinity of Behring’s Straits.

No. 37.
Lerrer from Commander Maguire to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Sir, San Francisco, 3 April 1852.

1 BEG leave to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty, that [ arrived at this port (Wlth.the other officers Proceedmg
to join Her Majesty’s ship “ Plover”) on the 1st instant, by the United St_ate;s'
mail-packet ¢ Panama,” and that passages are taken for us in the ship “ Emily,

reported to leave this for the Sandwich Islands to-morrow, the 4th instant.
I have, &c.
(signed) Rochfort Maguire,
Commander.

No. 38.
LerTer from Commander Maguire to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Plover,” Port Clarence,
Sir, 20 August 1852.

1. Witn reference to communicating with Her Majesty’s brig “ Plover,” in
the ensuing summer of 1853, I deem it necessary to lay my views on the subject
before their Lordships, as her remote position at Point Barrow renders the usual
means, by a man-of-war from the Pacific s(uadron, less available than heretofore.
The open season at Point Barrow is not longer than six weeks, commencing the
first week in August, and ending about the 20th of September ; and for a vessel
of the ““Plover’s” sailing qualities, the navigation of this sea is attended with
difficulty and risk ; in addition to this her hull, from long service, is not in a fit
state to be much exposed to the straining of a sea-way, or pressure from ice, both
of which she will have to contend with. These considerations make it most
desirable to have the assistance of steam, to ensure the efficient performance of
keeping open a communication with Point Barrow. For this service, I beg to
propese that a screw steam-vessel of a similar size to those used on the Eastern
expeditions, be sent from England, properly fitted to contend with ice ; herrig to
be adapted as much as possible for sailing, and to be well supplied with light
whale-boats, such as are used by the South Sea whalers; it would be useful
to have a fire-place fitted for burning oil and blubber, as both are easily
procured from the Esquimaux, and would assist her fuel considerably; she
should be stowed with nothing but pemmican, preserved meats, vegetables,
anti-scorbutics, &e., with sledge and travelling equipment, and the usual
box cloth, fur and other clothing, supplied to ships on Arctic expeditions;
these are the more necessary, as the “ Plover,” from her length of time from
England (five years), is unprovided with them, Salt provisions and other of
the usual consumption in the service could be completed in the Pacific; their
absence would give great space on first leaving England, when ships gene-
rally are most crowded. This vessel ought to leave England by the 1st of
January 1853, or as soon afterwards as she can be got ready, and proceed by
the most available route through the Strait of Magellan to Callao, there to
complete provisions, fuel, &c., and from thence to Honoluly, to fill up again with
coal. From that place her departure should be before the 1st of June, F
and her course would be through the Aleutian Islands by the Strait of Amoutka,
on to Port Clarence, where there is a depdt with at least 30 tons of coal ; from

that supply she can again fill up her fuel, and proceed off Cape Lisburne by the
15th of July, 250 miles distant from Point Barrow, where I purpose despatching
an officer and boat’s crew as early in the s

! 0at s pring of 1853 as possible, to look out
for any communication from England ; this officer would act as pilot in conduct-
ing the steam vessel round Point Barrow, to the anchorage of the * Plover.”
The steam ~ves:el would now be in a position to take advartage of the open
water, and be enabled to sail north (reserving the fuel for her return), in a direction

likely to have been taker by Captain Collinson’s ships (a good idea of their route
will

if possible,
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will be gained by the “ Plover’s” spring travelling parties,'who by examining the
trend of the lands to the eastward, and the island reported by native account
three days’ journey to the north-east, may form a very good opinion of the direction
taken by the “Investigator” and “ Enterprize”). In the event of falling in
with land to the northward of the continent of America, provisions could be
deposited, and information left to guide retreating parties to Point Barrow. At
the expiration of threc weeks or a month, according to the openness of the
season, the steamer would have to return to winter guarters at Point Barrow,
when the “ Plover” could be despatched with whatever intelligence had been
obtained, to Hong Kong, to be repaired ; as her serviceable state for a continued
service is very questionable. She has leaked considerably since taking in two
years’ provisions for Point Barrow, rendering it necessary to work the pumps
three times in 24 hours. This and other necessary repairs required after a
lengthened service in the Arctic Seas, make it very desirable that she should
undergo a more complete overhaul than circumstances will admit of here ; when
these are completed, she might be employed to communicate with the steam
vessel in 1854, making it unnccessary to use any other ship for that service.

2. In the event of steam not being brought into requisition, I would propose
that whatever ship be sent to Behring’s Straits in 1853, should rendezvous off
Cape Lisburne on the 25th of July, where an officer and boat party from the
“Plover” will be in readiness on the N. E. face of that point, to receive and
convey to her at Point Barrow the orders for the ensuing season. If the *“ Plover ”
is to come south, the boats will probably reach her by the 1st of August, as
early as she can expect to get free from the ice ; when she can proceed with all
despatch to complete her wants, which at that time will be nothing but fuel,
pemmican, preserved meats, vegetables, &c., as she at present has as much salt
provisions on board as she ought to consume in three years; the shortness of the
open season, together with the state of the Plover’s” hull, and inferior sailing
qualities before alluded to, make the feasibility of this plan questionable.

3. It would be for their Lordships to consider, in the event of not employing
steam, whether it would be preferable to leave the ‘Plover” uncommunicated
with in 1853, and trusting to her present resources, rather than subject her to a
removal sonth from Point Barrow, to return again for another winter.  The only
absolute supply that she will require is about 10 tons of coal, and by rigid
economy in that article, her present store might be spun out. for two years.

I have, &ec.
(signed) Rochfort Maguire,

Commander.

No. 39.
Lerrer from Commander Maguire to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Plover,”
Sir, Port Clarence, 20 August 1852.

I HavE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, that at the same time of my joining Her Majesty’s brig
“ Plover,” a survey was held on the crew by the medical officers of Her Majesty’s
ships “ Amphitrite” and “Plover,” by order of Captain Frederick, senior officer,
and the places of such men as were ether unfit or unwilling for further service in
Arctic search, were filled up by volunteers from Her Majesty’s ship “ Ampbhitrite,”
selected of the best character, without consideration to the loss sustained by that
vessel in losing a number of picked men. A careful survey was held also upon
the hull, masts and yards by the officers of both ships, and were found to be ser-
viceable. On the 3d July, the *“Plover” was moved out of the channel of
Grantley Harbour into Port Clarence, and commenced taking in provisions.

The artificers of the “ Amphitrite ” made good her defects at the same time,
which included a thorough caulking outside. On Sunday, July 11th, I acquainted
Captain Frederick, the senior officer present, that I was in every way ready to
proceed in exccution of their Lordships’ instructions, which directed me, in the
first instance, to place a rescrve of provisions at Michaelowski, in Norton Souqd ;
but this I considered anticipated by Commander Moore liaving left at that statllon

82, F 3 ast
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s sufficient for 40 men for two months. This

Proccedings of  last year a quantity of provision : .

C°"“""md§r enabl)e,:d me to proceed at once northward ; when, havmg‘. received the approval of

Rochlort Maguire. 1o senior officer for my sailing, I put to sea on the morning of Monday, the 12th
T July, with a favourable wind, passing through Behring’s Straits at midnight, by

the eastward passage. Light and contrary \.vinds d.etained us in getting to the
northward, so that we did not make the ice until the 16th, alt}lough it was
30 miles further south than I had known it in any former year, being in latitude
69° 30’ N. Finding that it was not packed, we sailed through it for 30 miles to
the northward, then hauled to the eastward, in latitude 70° 00’, to endeavour to
close the land. The ice becoming much thicker as we advanced, and the weather
threatening a breeze from the westward, which would have brought it all down
upon us, I hauled to the southward for six hours, until the weather appeared finer,
when [ steered a course, as direct as the ice would allow us, for Icy Cape, which
we reached within 15 miles on the morning of the 19th July. The ship now
being in a favourable position, though the weather was gloomy, with a fresh
breeze at south, I thought it imprudent any longer to delay my projected boat
journey to Point Barrow, and accordingly shoved off at 5 A.m., with two boats,
a yawl and gig, manned with four officers and twelve men. About noon, the
breeze freshened to a gale, and soon after veered to west, forcing me to take
refuge in Wainwright Inlet ; but on the evening of the 20th, [ was again able to
proceed, and, after calling at the Sea-horse Islands, arrived at Point Barrow on
the forenoon of the 23d. T remained there till the evening of the 25th, examining
the anchorage discovered by Captain Moore, and I found it in every way adapted
for winter quarters. A plan laid down by Mr. Hull, Second Master, and for-
warded to their Lordships’ hydrographer, will sufficiently show the nature of the
place selected, which is protected on every side except the S.E. The natives
assured us that from this quarter no danger was to be apprehended, and I was
able to satisfy my own mind that they were correct, as the shore gives no sign
of surf or pressure from ice, the ice itself being free from hummocks, smooth and
regular, and though much decayed, full of holes, and detached from the beach,
still kept its place, apparently unaffected by winds or currents, and seemed alone
almost a sufficient security of the safety of the spot for a ship to winter in.

The natives at Point Barrow were, contrary to my expectations, civil, tractable,
and rather improved on acquaintance, as the dread of our hostile intentions sub-
sided, though their thieving propensities up to the latest could hardly be
exaggerated. They secm abundantly supplied with clothing and food, which
they readily barter for tobacco. Their food is chiefly seal’s flesh, walrus, and
fish, and I understand them to procure reindeer from a neighbouring tribe to the
eastward ; I have, therefore, no doubt they will be able to add, during the winter,
to the supplics already on board the © Plover.” The drift-wood on the small
islands near us, though not so plentiful as in some other localities, such as Port
Clarence, will still he a valuable addition to our stock of coals. The natives
stated th_at four duys more would be the time required for the bay ice to disappear;
but feeling satisficd, from my own examination of the place, I did not think it
requisite to remain so long ; hesides, I was anxious not to be an hour behind time
on the 3(_)th, at the appointed rendezvous off Icy Cape. )

The wind being favourable, I left Point Barrow on the night of the 25th ; and,
touching at the Sea-horse Islands, and looking into Wainwright Inlet, I arrived
at Iey Cape on the 29th. l

_Having kept an anxious but eager look out for the “ Plover” until near mid-
night on the 5th August, 1 felt that further delay at that place was useless, and
that it would be .bgtter, while we had yet sufficient provisions remaining, to seek
for the ** Plover ” in the offing for one day, and then proceed direct to Cape
Lisburne, where I had no doubt of meeting the Amphitrite.” Having buried
lntorlnat}on to that effect, and marked the spot, that it might be easily found,
1 accordingly spent some hours at the rendezvous, 15 miles west of Icy Cape,
without seeing a sail, and shaped a course for Cape Lisburne, afternoon of the 6th,
}vh_ere Larrived on the 9th; and early on the morning of the 12th, I had the
satisfaction of seeing my whole party safe on hoard the “ Amphitrite.” Captain
Frederick remained with the émphlmte " at the rendezvous off Cape Lishurae,
expecting to meet the - Plover " there, until the 16th, when, concluding that she

had gone direct to Port Clarence. he hore up for that place, and 1 was enabled to
join her on the evening of the 18th. )

To account satisfactorily for the * Plover " not being at the appointed rendez-

vous
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vous off Iey Cape, to pick up the boat expedition, it would appear an opinion was
too hastily formed that the boats had either foundered, or had been swamped in
endeavouring to gain the shore the day they left the ship ; this feeling made the
officer left in charge of the “ Plover > leave his station without allowing sufficient
time for ascertaining whether he had reached the proper one or not, from an
anxiety to gain assistance in boats from Her Majesty’s ship « Amphitrite,” to
search the coast for our crews, who were at the time waiting at the appointed
place, and before the “ Plover” had returned, were obliged, from shortness of
provisions, to proceed onward, with the hope of getting on board Her Majesty’s
ship “ Amphitrite,” known to be waiting off Cape Lisburne. Although thus
delayed, by a series of unfortunate errors, to a late period of the season, I have been
enabled, with the assistance of Captain Frederick, to get on board all the remaining
supplies, including water, and to put the “ Plover ” in readiness for her immediate
departure.

Unless baffled beyond all expectation by adverse winds, I hope to be able to
place her in winter quarters at Point Barrow in the beginning of September, for
which destination I purpose sailing at 4 a.m. to-morrow.

I forward herewith® my journal of the proceedings of the boat expedition to
and from Point Barrow.

I have, &ec.
(signed) Rochfort Maguire,
Commander Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Plover.”

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Plover,” Port Clarnce,
20 August 1852.

REerurr of Provisions, &ec., on board.

SpPECIES. QUANTITY. SpeCIES. QuANTITY.
Bread - - - - -] 24,952 | Soap - - - - - 1,676
Wine (sick) - - - - 10¢ || Lime-juice - - - - 1,001
Rum - - - - - 667 | Pemmican - - - - 1,760
Beef - - - - - 8,120 | Preserved Vegetables - - 356
Pok - - - - -1 13,180 | Preserved Soups - - - 450
Pease - - - - - 621 Sourkrout - - - - 1,903
Oatmeal - - - - - 250 | Mixed Pickles - - - 250
Flour - - - - - 4,110 || Fresh Potatoes - - - 1,716
Sget - - - - - 990 | Fresh Pumpkins - - - 135
Tea - - - - - 457 || Fresh Onions - - - 79
Cocoa - - - - - 1,941 | Dried Apples - - - 199
Sugar - - - - - 4,178 || Potatoes in Molasses - - 320
Vinegar - - - - - 108 || Molasses - - - - 80
Preserved Meats - - - 9,501 || Essence of Spruce- - - 6
Preserved Potato - - - 2,379 || Chili Beans - - - - 1,598
Pepper - - - - - 74 | Salt, Common - - - 240
Mustard S 160 | Live Hogs - - - - 5
Rice - - - - - 208 | Porter -~ - - - - 795
Tobacco- - - - - 1,823 || Tobacco (condition for barter) - 572

(signed)  E. Jago, Clerk in Charge.
Approved.
(signed) Rochfort Maguire,
Commander H. M. S. “ Plover.”
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No. 40.

Journal of Proceedings of * Plover’s” Boats on an Expedition to and from
Point Barrow, under Commander Kochfort Maguire, commencing 19 July 1852
and ending 12 August 1852.

Monday, 19 July.—-At 5 a.m. I left the “Plover” with two boats, a yawl
and gig, accompanied by Mr. John Simpson, surgeon, Mr. Thomas A. Hall,
second master of the ship, and Mr. Henry Martin, late second master (promoted),
who had volunteered to accompany the expedition, and whose services, from his
having previously visited Point Barrow, were very acceptable.

The wind on leaving the ship was from the southward, and although the
weather at the time assumed a threatening appearance, yet I made no doubt of
our reaching shelter in shore without incurring any danger. In this idea I was,
however, much mistaken, as the wind and sea increased upon us rapidly, until
we found ourselves scudding before a gale, with a high sea running; to guard
against accident we kept close together, the gig astern. She was the lighter boat,
and at that time shipped less water than the yawl, as the latter was deep from
having the principal part of the provisions on board. At 9 a.M. we had a lull,
Jjust previous to which, from having more sea on than usual, I concluded that we
were crossing the edge of the shoals off Icy Cape, and had got over the worst
part of our passage. Our respite was, however, of short duration, as the wind
and sea again increased, making it very dangcrous for the open hoats ; the weather
during the day was a succession of heavy squalls, with sleet and snow, which
without land in sight made our circumstances very uncheering. We now hauled
in nearly east, with the wind still at south, to make the land as speedily as pos-
sible, and at 3 p.»1. we saw it, as we supposed, about Wainwright’s Inlet, and
ran down for a point considered as the entrance, but this was found not to be
the place, and we had to haul out again. In the meantime the wind had shifted
to west, and the sea, disturbed by the wind from two directions, ran high and irre-
gular, so much so, that in altering the boat’s head to avoid one, you got in the
way of another. The shore too, now dead a-lee, promised no better hope of
safety than the sea we were contending with, as we could sce the line of surf
breaking high all along. Still the gale increased, and the yawl in carrying off,
could only show her mizen lug on the foremast.

After we had stood off or rather along, as we could not clear the land for about

ve miles, we opened the entrance of Wainwright’s Inlet.

The gig being a-head some distance, hove to for the yawl before attempting
the passage, as the sea was breaking right across. On coming up in the yawl
I asked Mr. Martin if he could take the boats through, and on his answering
that ** He would try it,” I told him to make the attempt and I would follow.
At t.hlS time we were close on the weather side of line of heavy breakers, the sea
coming in like mountains on us. From bearing up to speak the gig, I got too
ffuc-i to leewe’x,rd for entering the passage, and thought for the time that we were

one for,” as I never supposed that a boat could get safe through the surf that
was surging to leeward. As a last resource, I ordered some oars to be got out,
to endeavour to crawl the boat along for the passage, when a heavy breaker much
above our mast-head, struck us on the bow, and fortunately pitched the boat more
tharll half way across the bar, and directly stern on to the sea, which chance saved us,
as 3 e f'i)llowmg seas, although breaking into the boat, assisted to float her across,
an lm ess than five minutes we were in comparatively smooth water, and cer-
;?llllili ge(::fy(;'ﬁe:]tfd::tg;r’ a\svzhe alfoa(;, f;rom having an excellent.pump, was_kept
considering ourselves ve.ry fortu}l)lz:tS: inaha7 e obts .the south side of the flet,

ving obtained shelter, as the gale was

blowing still harder. If the boats had been obl; i
ing st . obliged to keep ou
surviving in the sea runuing was very small. d prouty their chance of

Tuesday, 20 July 1852.—The gale moderated towards morning, but the surf
on th?. bar was still too high to attempt getting out; the men after having a good
night’s rest were employed during the day drying their clothes restoring b%ats
in which fortunately we found none of our provi;:ons injured, and in maiing all
ready for a fresh start. In the forenoon we were visited by several natives, who
were civil aud tractable. Knowing their expertness at thieving, the usual mode

of
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of drawing a line of separation from our encampment was adopted, the cause of
which they appeared to perfectly understand.

The only difference that we observed about them at all remarkable was, that
“ labrets” were worn by them, made from the coal on this coast, in some cases as
large as a moderate sized apple. Some of these were procured, as they were con-
sidered better specimens of the coals than had been previously obtained.

Some glover’s needles and a large button with the names of all the ships
employed in Arctic search engraved on it, were prized much by the women, and
with a little tobacco for the men, made us very welcome visitors.

At 6 p.M. 1 walked to the southern point of the inlet to observe the state of
the sea_outside, and finding it smooth and the bar passable, I determined, afier
consulting the “aneroid ” on my return, to put to sea, es the breaks of fine
weather in these regions for this season and the last, have been very rare. At
9 p.M. We again got under weigh and stood to the southward with a light wind
from west, accompanied with occasional showers of snow until midnight, when
we tacked to the north and stood along the land.

Wednesday, 21 July 1852.-—At 4 p.m. we were favoured with a light breeze
from the southward, which enabled us to shape a course direct for the Sea-horse
Islands. In passing along shore we observed the ice to be fast to the coast line
of the low shore from Wainwright Inlet northward, and the offing was covered
with sailing ice, in some parts heavy, but nothing like the “ main pack  was
observed by us so far south as by former visitors. This induced us to form the
idea that this year is a favourable one as far as packed ice is concerned, but for
weather and sailing ice, it is much worse than any | Liad before witnessed in this sea,
as since entering it, we have had but one fine day. In the course of the morning
we were visited by some natives in baidars, who followed us until we stopped at
the Sea-horse Island, where we arrived at 9 a.m., and visited the depoét of
provisions made by Captain Moore in 1850. The direction-post seemed to have
been washed down and the notice gone, hut the site of the provisions, known to
Mr. Martin, was apparently undisturhed. The natives were so troublcsome and
importunate in their demands for tobacco, that they annoyed us a great deal, and
I considered it perfectly useless at that time erecting a further notice, as they
leave nothing untouched except graves ; besides, as the “ Plover” is to winter at
Point Barrow, I think that will set aside the necessity of guarding this coast with
depots to the southward of that Point. After muking a few presents to the natives,
we again proceeded with a breeze from the southward, which left us at noon be-
calmed off Point Franklin, drifting rapidly with the current to the north-eastward.
The sun absolutely hot, was a great treat in an open boat, navigating this sea, as
it afforded the opportunity of drying everything, besides (nabling all hands to
have a sound sleep, not easily effected under other circumstances. In the course
of the afternoon we got a fine breeze from the S.E., and shaped a course direct for
Point Barrow, to avoid the distance of going into the bays.

Thursday, 22 July 1852.-— At midnight we found the land ice taking us too far
off shore, and fearing that it might drift on us with the S.E. winds then blowing,
we hauled dead in for the land, taking the most direct lanes through the ice.
After running five miles through it, we found ourselves in with the shore, which
not exceeding 20 feet in height on this part of the coast, is distinguishable in no
way but by its uniformity of lowness for the extent of a hundred miles up to Cape
Smyth, giving the idea of its being the unfinished end of an immense continent, asit
1s. We ran along shore during the remainder of the night, occasionally through
heavy streams of 1ce. At 6 A.M. we were off Cape Smyth, the last point of the
land, as from that to Point Barrow it is one immense gravelly spit, running 15
miles, a characteristic formation in this sea, caused I presume by the meeting of
two currents. At 7 a.m. we found ourselves blocked by the land floe, extending
from the low neck or isthmus, about two miles to the north-eastward of Cape Smyth,
and landed to observe the best leads to take. On reaching the highest part, we
could see open water to seaward, and directed our course in that way. We were
again visited by natives at this point. As we go north, their craving for tobacco
increases; their eagerness for it can hardly be imagined ; if we had a ship full with
us, we could not appease their wants; I can only compare them to a set of people
who had been shut up without drink or food for a week, and then let loose upon
only one scanty supply; add to this, their being savages, and one might fgrm an
idea of our small boats surrounded on all sides with baidars, full of Esquimaux,

il shouting the same story, ¢ tawac.”
i s;., g Y : As
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As our object is to conciliate them in favour of our missing countrymen, who
might be retreating through their settlements, we use every ge_ntleness and per-
suasion to get rid of them, with hut very little effect, as they w111. not understand
anything but “tawac;” a commanding breeze is the only thing that enables
us to clear ourselves of them. By 930 a.M. we arrived off Point Barrow, and
came to the end of our voyage, as the ice remained set fast to it: This was a
sad disappointment, as I hoped to have extended our examination to Dease’s
Inlet, 30 miles to the eastward. We were received on landing by a number of
natives, one of whom was coming down fully armed, but upon some word from
those nearest to us, he laid aside his weapons. The character of the Fsquimaux
here having been generally considered hostile, I was prepared for having some
trouble with them, but determined to carry conciliatory measures to an extreme,
and rather make a retreat, than Tesent any rudeness they might be guilty of.

We walked to the highest part of the spit where the natives have their settle-
ment, to observe the state of the ice, and found the whole expanse one level
sheet, with scarcely a hummock to be seen, looking as smooth as a table. On
pointing to it, and asking one of the natives, when it went away, he made a sign
of blowing with his mouth, and pointed to the southward. We afterwards
examined the spit running to the eastward, for traces of Captain Collinson’s
expedition ; the more particularly so, as the natives about Port Clarence had
circulated a report that he wintered here. It is very evident that he has not
done so, nor has he or Commander M¢Clure communicated with this Point on
their passage to the eastward. It appears to have been very little visited, and I
doubt if many of the natives have ever seen a ship; 1 think an event, such as
one of the discovery ships calling here, would be remembered and spoken of, as
Captain Moore’s visit the year before last was mentioned, and “ Moa” (Moore)
inquired for. On our return to the boats, the natives surrounded us in anything
but an agreeable way ; the act of putting their hands into our pockets to examine
their contents, being looked upon as a trifle, and so generally adopted, that one
of the officers proposed on going on shore, to turn his pockets inside out, to save
them the trouble of examining them. We shoved off, and made fast under the
lee of a floe on the west side of the point, to deliberate upon a plan for our
future proceedings, as our sudden stop had rather disarranged our plans, and our
first impressions of the natives were anything but favourable, so much so, that
we feared being unable to carry out our object of making a plan of the passage
and anchorage discovered by Captain Moore, by walking over the ice, and boring
holes in it for the soundings, which service we afterwards performed, and were
much assisted in it by them. In addition to our disquietude as to the natives
the position of our boats was very unsafe, lying exposed on the west side of the
SPlt, Wlthoutyprotect.ion, e-tnd t!lis would be the case till the ice eased off Point
Barrow. We remained inactive for the remainder of the day, not liking to land
again amongst the natives. In the meantime they had launched a baidar, and
a party came alongside to barter; the plan was adopted of covering everything
in tlhe boats likely to excite their cupidity ; and one of the crew, accustomed to
such work, was appointed to carry on the bartering, and from his judicious
method of dallying, and producing half leaves of tobacco at a time, no one else
being allowed to deal with them, protracted the business, while it gave them an
opportunity of having a good scrufiny of the boats and ourselves, ~After a little
time, and a good deal of shouting interchanged with those looki.ng on from the
land, seeming rather puzzled with us, they went onshore, and another relay came
off. 'We computed the number of people collected on the beach 20 vards from
us, at 100, and probably that is the whole present population at PoiZt Barr
About 8 p. M. the ice we were fast to, showed symptoms of moving, obligi :W-
to seek another place of shelter. A small cove, a little to the soutcl’l’war(;alvl:ﬁi:l:
had given shelter to the former boat expedition, was now blocked with i’ce, and

no other place remaining for us, we pulled ab i
: s, out half a mil
natives, and anchored close to the ice, fast to the shore © away from the

followed by 50 natives, who appeared to be
beach, although very raw cold weather. In thj iti
) _ ther. 1s position we remained until 7 ;
but 1 cc;nsxdered it unsafe for the night, as the boats could not be bea:he‘(]inilll t':lé
(fevent of a sea coming in. Afterwards, vn considering the weight of the yawl
t(});r o(;n-t ew.hatn_ds, a?d tllllq dxﬂiﬁulty of unloading her on a lee beach, we cau);e to
the determination of pulling the boats to seaward for a mil d anchori
in the event of ecither boat parting, to kee . e oring, and
eVl ), p them under canvass. Th
at this time had a very threatening appearance, with the « aneroid%’“;'g?ltiltl:vr
z.

Previous

- ore, where we were again
quite satisfied with sitting on the
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Previous to leaving our second position, we wanted some water from the shore ;
when the gig landed, the natives immediately took the breaker on their
shoulders, filled it, and carried it back, and would not allow our men time to do
it, so anxious were they to be civil ; I rewarded them for their kindness, and
afterwards took every opportunity of employing them for the excuse it gave me
of making them a present; as I am told, if you give without receiving, they are
apt to look upon you as either foolish or afraid. We shifted our berth into the
offing about 9 p. M., and made all snug, the wind blowing a fresh breeze from
S.S.E, inclining to the southward. We passed a very anxious night, as the
boats were very uneasy, and we had the misfortune to carry away our bowsprit
in the yawl, when communicating with the gig after we had anchored. Towards
midnight the fresh wind put the ice in motion, and floe after floe came past us,
all going outside. We were congratulating ourselves that the current was doing
us this good service, when they seemed to turn in our line, from the wind veer-
ing to the westward of south, bringing all the spit to leeward. On the approach
of a large floe right in our hawse, we got our oars out, and the cable shortened
in, and seeing no remedy, got up the anchor and pulled out of the way, intend-
ing to bring up as soon as it had passed. The gig, less fortunate, lost her
anchor from the cable being caught by a tongue of the floe ; luckily a knife had
been kept in readiness for such an event, yet so great was the rapidity with
which the cable was torn out, that the man holding it was taken overboard from
his being in some way entangled with it, and it would have taken the boat down
if it had not been cut ; as it was her wash-streak was torn off. As she was now
depending on our anchor to hold on by, I determined to go inshore and make
fast under the lee of the grounded floes on the beach ; this we attempted several
times with indifferent success, as the floes coming down much heavier and faster,
broke up our harbour of refuge, obliging us to fleet back until we had but just
drift to clear us of Point Barrow. In this position Mr. Martin proposed running
round the point, as he felt certain the ice must have eased off sufficiently to
allow a passage for the boats inside of it; as 1 saw that no other chance
remained for us, I directed him to go ahead in the gig, as she was a much better
sailer than the yawl, and I would follow. He got round easily enough, but I was
surprised to see him continue his course onward. In the yawl, with a reefed
foresail and four oars, all that we could do, we scraped round the point, when
I observed a lane between the shore and the ice, that 1 thought the boat could
enter, but could hardly think it possible, from the gig having passed it. Not
liking to leave her, I stood on for a few minutes, when luckily I came to the
opinion, that if I stood on after the gig any longer, there would be no getting
back, as the boat at best is a bad sailer, and with a lee-tide and no bowsprit, she
would have done nothing. This decided, I wore round and stood back until
I opened the lane not wider than her own breadth, and ran the boat into it until
she grounded on the frozen shore, where she lay in perfectly smooth water, and
in safety. The transition from rough water to very smooth was appreciated by
us on this occasion as much, if not more, than at Wainwright’s Inlet some few
evenings previously. Qur first care was to look for Mr. Martin, who, seeing us
inside the ice, tacked and endeavoured to regain his position, which he had
much difficulty in doing, as he stood into the same point in the pack several
times, and it was only at last by carrying whole sails, and almost burying the
boat, that he succeeded in weathering the end of the pack, and opening our
position. The crew of the yawl stood watching her in the utmost anxiety ; the
gloominess of the misty weather attending a southerly wind, with the dull
though broad light of midnight, together with the streams of heavy floes of
sailing ice that passed in succession, quite at the rate of two miles an hour round
the point of the pack, with our little boat in relief against them, made.a scene
at once grand and not easily forgotten. By 4 A.m. we had the happiness to
have both boats afloat, and made fast togetber in a dock. The natives during
our troubles behaved uncommonly well, pulling on our lines, pointing out the
deepest parts, and doing anything but take advantage of our position, at that
time a little helpless. ) ) X
Friday, 23 July 1852.—The clatter of the natives on the ice, endeavouring to
get the look-out men to barter with them, set aside the possibility of sleeping;
had other circumstances admitted of it, everybody was too wet and cold to sleep
much, from having been obliged to get into the water to lighten the boat over

the ground-ice. In the forenoon I set out, with a party of three men and two
8o : G 2 officers,
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Proceedings of  officers, carrying one of Halkett’s boats, l_nstdrurgle}rlltS, 31€If, :Iig fggo(li't:d a}:. ﬁl‘;it
Commander by a large number of natives, who soon got tired o the W}i: ing ) ebp ls ingle
Rochfort Maguire. 1., pit is composed of. We mduced three or four, who appeared to be eading
- men, to accompany us, which they did, and performed good service for the whole
day. Whilst I was sounding for an anchorage,”and examining the shores of
Elson Bay for a place of safety for the * Plover, Mr. Hull, the second master,
made a survey of the spit.  The whole of the -lmy appears a level sheep of water,
with an average depth of nine or ten feet, varying very little.  The natives begin-
ing to understand our object, offered to take us where the deep water was to be
found, and conducted us to the channel between the east spit of Point B.ar'row
and a suallisland lying off it. To the former, in our plan, for the sake of distinc-
tion, we have attached the name of Captain Moore, my predecessor in the
command of Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Plover,” who was the first person to discover
it, and to the latter, the name of Mr. Martin (master), his companion on the
occasion.  With the channel shut in, and within half a cable’s length of the main
«pit, we found a good and safe anchorage, with 18 feet water. On questioning the
natives as to the smoothness of the water in the southerly gales, to which it is
exposed, they drew their hands across, level with the ice we were standing on, to
indicate that it was always level like that, which was perfectly smooth, and showed
no sign of any pressure ; they then pointed outsmle. and made the motion of t!le
sea pitching there; this coinciding with my own judgment, was perfectly satis-
factory, and the question as to the practicability of the ‘ Plover” wintering
there, was decided in favour of it. It now only remained for me to devote what
time I could spare to collect information and complete the observations necessary
for making a good survey of the anchorage. Finding that I could spare another
day for this scrvice, und not being able, from the state of the ice in Moore’s
Channel, to walk across, 1 arranged for the following day to engage the services
of a native baidar, and hy that means to make our examination complete. On
returuiug to our hoats after a very fatiguing walk of three miles in deep shingle,
we found the most amicable relations existing between our crews and the natives;
the officer left in charge, describing their conduct us”perfectly inoffensive, with
the one exerption of thieving, for which there appears to be no cure. Our knives
and mess things dwindled down to an almost entire disappearance, and in so
good-natured a way, that in casc of detection, one could hardly keep from
laughing at their unconsciousness of having done wron:. Previous to lying down
for the night, I walked to the highest part of the spit, to ascertain the state of the
ice to the westward, and found the sea, which had been comparatively free from
lce on the day previous when we passed through, to be now thickly packed, not
offering a line sufficient to allow us to retreat, had we wished it ; as we had then
been then more than 12 hours without any wind, I considered this the effect of a
N.E. current, which we found to sct all along the coast from Behring’s Straits, where,
I a very strong hreeze from the north for two days, without gettine the sun, we found
the ship drifted 40 miles to windward, instead of 30 to leeward, as we had caleulated.
On the approach to Point Barrow, it becomes stronger, and from the observations
I wus enabled to make there, as to the set of the ice, it continues the same
direction after leaving the land, clearing this sca of the last winter’s formation, and
carrying it to an indefinite distance, when it is either packed up at the back of the land
south and west of Cape Walkerand Banks’s Land, or it may be afterwards affected by
some counter-current; this I am unable to pronounce upon. My attention was more
particulaly directed to the set of the ice from Point Barrow in reference to navi zating
the Polar Sea, and 1 became strongly impressed with the idea, thata ship putting
herself into the sailing ice there, to push her way to the N. E. would, perhaps, run
a-head of half the ice of that year, and probably make good way to the N.E.;
but that in the event of wishing to retrace her steps in the following year, she
}vould lm‘vc the old ice l'eft. behmfi-her, as well as the last year’s to contend with
in returning to the ‘b.\\ »» in addition fo a current to the N.E. that may be con-
sidered constant. The drift of ice alluded to, which I witnessed myself, and on
askm_g the natives questions as to the probable time of the floe about Point Barrow
clearing away, they com}ted .four. or ﬁve days on their fingers, and always pointed
E‘oht]he~ N.E. as the“dlrectlon. it ’(,llsappeared in, gives me the idea that the
vestigator ” and ** Enterprize " are more likely to come out on the east side
than to return to Point Barrow. ’
Saturday, 24 July 1852.—leaving the boats in charge of Dr. Simpson to
be clrared out and restored preparatory to our starting in the evening, I left with

Messr-.
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Messrs. Martin and Hall, and three seamen, carrying our instruments, to meet our
native guide, who had promised to procure us the services of a native baidar, that
we were to carry across the spit, and launch in Elson Bay, where the line of water
between the ice and the shore was sufficient to allow a boat of light draught being
tracked along ; this we succeeded in closing, after the usual loss of time in making
the necessary promises of tawac on our return. We had some difficulty in
breaking through the young ice, half an inch thick, of only a night’s formation.
I expected to find the walrus hide, that forms the covering of the baidar, a good
deal cut, but it was prevented by the owner’s care to break it from the bows as we
proceeded.

We reached the eastern extreme end, crossed Moore’s Channel through the lanes
in the ice, in order to land on Martin’s Tsland, to get a round of angles for fixing
its position in showing the anchorage; 1 walked round it, thinking a sheltered
cove on its south-eastern shore promised a very desirable position for our winter
quarters, but, on examination, the depth of water was found wanting. The circuit
of the island is about two and a half miles, and is in no part more than nine feet
above the level of the sea. We found on it rather an extensive Esquimaux
burying-ground, differing from the usual way of erecting large piles of wood over
their bodies ; at this place they were merely laid upon the snow and covered with
pieces of hide, probably the covers of their omiaks, and not more than three or
four feet apart.

On our return to the spit, I finally decided upon the position of the “ Plover ;”
when hauled in for winter quarters. her stern will be in 17 feet; 25 fathoms from
the spit, about two miles from the natives.

Moore’s Channel shut with the point of the spit and the island. To get more
water, the channel must be opened, when you become exposed to the strong
current that must sweep through it, as deep watcr is not found anywhere out of
the line of the channel, and as its depth is so much greater, a strong current is the
only way to account for its existence. In returning from the spit, one of our
Esquimaux sitting beside me in the baidar, had, in the most business-like fashion,
extracted a quantity of trifling articles from my pockets, that I had taken with me
to reward any little service they might perform for us. I was just in time to dis-
cover him, but his laugh was so simple, that I was obliged to join in it myself.

Before closing my remarks at Point Barrow, I take the opportunity of men-
tioning that I was much struck with the abundance of animal life existing in the
sea. After entering the ice, on our approach to Point Barrow, the sea was literally
covered with birds, most of them excellent eating ; our crews were nearly supplied
with them from two guns in each boat. Further to the southward, the walrus are
numerous, and to the northward, seals are found in great abundance. The drift-
wood, althcugh not =0 plentiful as in some other places, such as Port Clarence,
will still be a valuable addition to our stock of coals.

ReturN FroM PoinT Barrow.

Having sufficiently examined the position east of Point Barrow, and come to
the conclusion that longer stay would be useless, I made up my mind to take
advantage of an casterly wind springing up, to commence our return to the
vessel.

I landed previously to observe the state of the ice in the offing, and found the
sea comparatively clear, where, at the same hour on the previous evening, it was
so thickly packed that not a lane was to be seen by which we could have got on
by, had our wishes been to have done so.

At 9 p.m., we made sail from the floe we had been fast to, in the presence of a
large number of natives, who were determined to see the last of us; ran along
the spit, and landed on it at a small settlement about five miles distant, to take a
few angles necessary for the completion of our survey. We held our favourable
breeze, which carried us over the current at a good rate. We passed Cape Smyth
at midnight, the natives hailing us most lustily in passing, with the friendly in-
tention of providing themsclves with a stock of their favourite tawac.

Sunday, 25 July 1852.—After passing Cape Smyth, we shaped our course
direct from Cape Franklin, passing, occasionally, some heavy sailing ice, which
showed, in some instances, strong marks of having sustained great pressure. The
natives visited the boats occasionally, and although running very fast, we always
stopped for them, so as not to produce disappointment. At 9 a.»., we landed f:rrl'
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an hour, about the centre of Peard’s Bay, and abreast .Of what appeared to be the
it was composed of mud cliffs, containing a portion of

highest part of the land; .
de%ayedpvegetable matter in a very crumbling state from the thaw.

From this height we had a good view of the offing, and were enabled to judge
of the state of the ice, the horizon being very clear; a great deal of sailing ice
was in sight, but I think the main pack was not to be seen, although with a glass
the horizon indicated ice all round.

Favoured with a moderate breeze from N.E. and fine weather, we reached Point
Franklin at 9 p.M., or in 24 hours from Point Barrow. Seeing a large native
mark on Point Franklin, the idea occurred to me of putting our “ notice” upon it,
as in no instance have the Esquimaux allowed the marks erected by our party to
remain standing. I landed in order to carry this view out, and finding very few
traces of natives, I came to the determination of placx.ng wh.at provisions could be
spared from our boats in a cache here, not so Il}ugll with a view of assisting parties
falling back from Captain Collinson’s, or the missing expedition, as in th(j, event of
any unforeseen accident happening to the “ Plover” or her boat parties. The
position is very conspicuous, and parties going up and down must pass in sight of
it, as the coast takes a turn there. I found the mark to have been used as a screen
from the wind by the Esquimaux, and composed of drift-wood.; on one qf the
largest pieces of it, laying on the ground, I had cut necessary notice for finding a
bottle, in which I placed a paper containing every information relative to provisions
along the coast, and position of provisions then buried, which, though at a consi- .
derable distance, might be easily found. We obliterated our footmarks as much
as possible, but it is a great chance if the notice is allowed to remain. On the
shore of this island, which is little better than a sandbank, we found the remains
of two or three American casks, drifted, probably, from the wreck of the whale
ships last year. This indicates a current to the N. E., from a further extent sonth
and west than had been generally supposed, and a stronger proof was found on
Point Barrow Spit, where one of the officers remarking a stave, the natives pointed
to the sea. We found on the beach also strong indications of coal being very
abundant at no great distance, as the sand was interspersed very much with small
coal. On moving a piece of drift-wood, it was found uppermost so plentiful, that
I fancied we had discovered a vein, however, on digging, it was found to extend
only four inches, when you met sand, the same as at the surface, showing it to
have been brought there by the wash of the sea.

. lA dlittle before midnight we again proceeded, passing along the Sea-horse
slands.

Monday, 26 July 1852.—Soon after leaving Point Franklin, our breeze left us
becalmed for four or five hours, and at 6 a.x. came up again. I intended on
passing the first of the Sea-horse Islands, where provisions had been buried by
Captain Moore, to land and re-erect his mark ; but finding the natives so nume-
rous, it would have been loss of time, so I proceeded. At 9a.»r. I landed at
Point Belcher, to observe the state of the ice in the offing. 'We had it heavier
off the Sea-horse Islands than anywhere else, not excepting Point Barrow.

On a point to the southward of the Sea-horse Islands we collected four or five
bags of sea-coal on the beach; it was used in the beats for cooking, and found to
burn very well, although much water-worn. A party of the natives we met there
were chewing it, in which state it had the appearance of pitch. We could not
find out from them where it came from ; they pointed to the southward, and the
wash of the sea, which made me conclude that it came from the veins discovered
by Captain Beechey near Cape Beaufort. Running close along the shore,
to avold the N. E. current, we arrived off Wainwright Inlet by 6 p.M., and
entered it for the purpose of communicating with the natives, to find out whether
the “ Plover ” had visited it in our absence. Finding none encamped in the
usual place at the entrance, I thought it best to take advantage of the fine weather,
seldom of long duration in these regions, to prosecute our journey to the place
of rendezvous at Icy CaPe. We accordingly put out again, and continued our
course along shore, passing in smooth water the part of the coast we stood into
the first day, during the westerly gale. We observed the marks of the surf, 100
yards from the beach, where the drift-wood had been driven up, and left in an
u'regula}' lu_le, some end on, others broadside on. ’

_At midnight the breeze left us becalmed off a small opening, 12 miles from
Wainwright Inlet, into which the gig found water to enter. °

The l



CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS. s55

The musquitoes, a shocking pest at this season, soon drove them out again,
followed by a baidar full of natives, whom we found to be the most troublesome
party we had yet to deal with. From the boats being becalmed, it was impos-
sible to get rid of them, and it kept the crews quite on the alert for two hours
warding off their attempts to pilfer everything they could lay their hands upon.

Tuesday, 27 July 1852.—The calm during the night had allowed us to drift
a little off, so that after breakfast we got upon our oars to make the shore, and
commence tracking, as I felt certain that our fine weather would not be of long
continuance. By 10 a.M. we landed, and commenced tracking ; in little more
than an hour, the beach became too shoal, obliged us to take to our oars again,
which we plied until 2p.m., when a light breeze from the northward allowed an
opportunity for us to get our dinner. As the weather became unsettled, we soon
got out our oars again, to endeavour to push the boats into shelter for the night,
thinking our distance from Icy Cape much less than it really was, from our having
been kept back by the current. At 6 p.m. we pulled into a bay that we supposed
to be formed on the north side of Icy Cape, and finding nothing like shelter, we
came out again, rounding a long shallow spit, intending to try the south side ;
the weather had now become quite thick and blowing, and blowing fresh from
the south-west.

The shoal water taking us a long way round, made it appear that we had not
got to our destination ; when, as we were threading our way, a sudden break in
the gloom showed us Icy Cape several miles to windward. There was nothing
for it but to put the boats under canvass, and endeavour to work up, although
the weather was most unfavourable, thick, raining, and blowing hard. We steered
to the westward for about an hour, and, wishing to keep the land on board, stood
back towards the shoal point we had pulled round. The wind favoured us a
little in standing in, and brought us in an hour to a spit extending true W. by N.
for 12 miles to Icy Cape. The east end of it reaches to within three miles of the
mainland, forming the entrance to a large lagoon, that affords a most excellent
shelter for boats, in every way superior to Wainwright Inlet, and would, I believe,
if properly examined, be found capable of admitting small vessels of 12 feet draught
of water. We made our boats fast to the spit on the north side, the wind from
the southward blowing off it, making it perfectly smooth, and had the wind
veered to the west or north-west, we had merely to run round the spit into the
lagoon to find a shelter equally good.

Wednesday, 28 July 1852 —1I felt sorry that our circumstances would not
admit of an examination of the bay that we were shieltered in, and the entrance
to the lagoon.

Whilst I walked along the spit, to ascertain, if possible, our distance from Icy
Cape, and the probability of finding shelter there, I sent the gig to sound across
the bay to the shoal point on the opposite side, that we had pulled round on the
previous evening.

The soundings gave an average of 10 and 11 feet, one narrow channel close to
the spit giving as much as 23; from this I judged there might be a channel of
that depth in thelagoon. Qur time would not allow of further search.

In my examination of the spot, I was enabled to discover that we were several
miles from its western extreme, which formed Icy Cape. After walking along it
for three miles, and seeing nothing like a termination, I was obliged, although
reluctantly, to move the boats from their snug position, as it was too far removed
from the appointed rendezvous. On my return to the boats, finding the people
had dined, we commenced tracking along the spit to the westward at 4 .M.,
supposing that two hours at most would bring us to its termination. To our surprise,
hour succeeded hour in our walk, without secing any end to it ; at last, after six
hours’ smart tracking, we rounded Icy Cape, and hoped to have found some cove
on its southern side that would afford the boats protection. On ascending one of the
native winter huts, the highest point we could attain, the whole land being
nowhere more than 11 feet high, we could discover nothing like a place of shelter,
the cape being exposed to the whole force of the westerly winds and waves.

_ I'had to come to the determination of hauling the boats up, although I feared
1t was almost beyond the power of our small party, only 16in all. Contrary to
my expectations, we succeeded in getting them hauled up beyond the reach of
the sea in little more than an hour, officers and men working alike, with a wil-

lingmness 1t t e lifficulty.
gz. equal to surmount any difficu 24 Thursday,
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Thursday, 29 July 1852.— strong breeze from north-east, with thick weather,
made the safe position of our boats very ggreeable. A party sent out to sl}oot,
returned with moderate succ:ss, bringing eight ducks, a very acceptable addition
to our ship's provisions. The native village here. appears to be us.ed only in tl.le
winter, the people having evidently lgft for their summer excursions, to lay in
a supply of provisions against the winter. On examining the huts, we found a
dead female in one of them; sh: had no doubt heen left to her fate, according
to the custom of these savages, who desert their fellows when they find they are
no longer able to provide for themselves, and hxcome a burthen to the tribe,
althou;rh there was the remains of food left for l}er use, ‘apd a comfo.rtable supply
of deer-skins for a bal ; the body was in a sitting position, but with the head
drooped between the knees. I.n the afternoon, although bl.owmg a gale, with a
very wetting mist, we were visited by a large party of natives from th'e south-
ward ; amongst them we recognized some faces that we_had met at Wainwright
Inlet a week previous. We orected a screen for th :my, with one of the boat’s sails,
outside of our lines, where they would have remained all night, had we not thought
their absence preferable during the time we were asleep.

About 11 p.y. the screen was removed, which caused a general packing up,
and an immediate move off.

Friday, 30 July 1852. —As this was the day appointed for the “ Plover” to
rendezvous off the cip:, a larg2 pile of wood had ben prepared to light, as a
signal of our arrival, and a good look-out kept in the offing. The wind con-
tinued to blow strong from the N. E.; little more could be done on our part
than to wish for moderate weather. In the evening, the gig was prepared for
launching, in order to examine the south side of the cap: for a place of refuge
for the boats.

Saturday, 31 July 1852.—The wind, at N.N.E., and sea had both increased
to such a degree that the gig could not be launched, and with the “ Plover's”
qualities, I had little hop: of her holding h-r own against the gale now
blowing off the land. It required all our patience to keep us against the dis-
appointment of this loss of time, where it is so valuable. A look-out man was
stationed on the highest point of land, with a large pile ready for lighting, the
moment the “ Plover ” appeared on the horizon.

Sunday, 1 August 1852. —The wind and sca still increasing, giving at present
no prospect of release.

Monday, 2 Augnst 1852. —This being the day appointed to meet Her Majesty’s
ship * Amphitrite 7 oft Cape Lisburne, the anxicty we feel at not seeing the
“Plover ” is excessive.  The provisions were examined to-day, to ascertain the
exact remains, and we find still ncarly three weeks’ of everything. Iam quite
puzzled as to the course to pursue: there will h: no difficulty in making our
way to Cape Lisburne, to meet the « Amphitrite ;” but then we should leave the
“ Plover ” in doubt as to our situation, as the land here is so low, I much fear
her standing in to make it. The gale abates during the day, and returns with
increased force during the night, rendering it impossible to launch the boats.

Tuesday, 3 Angust 1852.—During the night we had a strong gale from the
N. E., which moderated in the forenoon, l-aving a heavy sea runnoing. Atlpem,
we were all rejoiced at the sight of a sail, making no doubt of its being the
“ Plover.” Preparations were made for immediately launching the boats, although
the sea was still running high. °

After the vessel’s standing in for an hour, and various opinions bzing expresse
upon her, we had the mortification to discover that she was ship-r?ao'ed. and
therefore not the ** Plover.” However, I determined, if possible, to spe;.lz to her;
and, launching the gig for that purpose, pulled to windward, the s-a being too
!ngh for us to pull in any direction, except end on ; I feared that the vess:] standing
in, from seeing the hoat pull off, might run herself into dancer on the shoals,
and was glad to seo her tack.  We still continued pulling to windward expecting
that sh> would tack again, but as <h- stood right out Wfthout havine ’I presume,
seent us, ‘I was obliged t) lmist our sail, and stesr reluctantly f’;;' the shore,
where, after encountering some heavy szas on approaching the heach, we succeeded
in getting her hauled up once more, for how long we areopuzzled to know. This
Juss of time and uncertainty of release is unbearahle ; while we are consuming our

provisions,
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provisions, each day brings us no better prospect than the last. I have been
obliged to stop the issue of tea, having only seven days’ remaining ; and with
14 days’ cocoa, we make three weeks’ consumption for once a day.

Wednesday, 4 August 1852.—We had the same increased force of wind at

midnight that we have experienced throughout this north-east gale, which during
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the day goes down, leaving a heavy sea running. After deliberating with myself

during the night as to our unfortunate position, left as it were to eat ourselves out
in an advanced northern position, I came to the conclusion that it would be wrong
to remain beyond a certain date, leaving myself with provisions sufficient to reach
Port Clarence, if necessary. _

The « Plover” ought to have heen here on the 30th July, six days ago; and
allowing her to have been distant 50 miles to the westward for an ofling, the
current, with the winds she had, must have hrought her here by this time. My
intention is to allow her seven complete days; and, in the event of her not
appearing, to proceed, thinking it preferable to encounter the dangers of an open
boat navigation of such an extent, to running short of provisions where we are.
By leaving at that time, I may have a chance of picking up the * Amphitrite,”
off Cape Lisburne, which I shall miss by remaining longer here; and I conclude,
if the “ Plover” does not make her appearance by to-morrow night, that some
accident must have occurred to her, as the weather has heen most favourahle for
making the land almost every day of our stop here. I am the more impressed
with this idea of her having met with some accident, from the vessel that hove in
sight yesterday having no difficulty in getting to windward, and appearing to be
much assisted by a weather current. I mentioned at breakfast to the officers and
my companions in difficulty, my thoughts as to what should be our line of pro-
ceeding, as expressed above, and at the same time asked for any opinions that they
might have formed on the subject; and finding that there wus no amendment of
consequence proposed, I considered our departure on the morning of the 6th as
settled, which appears to give a turn to our ideas and thoughts very beneficial,
as we are all tired out with day after day of disappointment, loss of time, and
nothing to look out upon except our boats hauled up above the surf, and the sand-
flat, with a few winter huts, that bear the formidable name of Icy Cape. I am
more particular in writing these particulars of my purpose at the present time,
previous to their occurrences, feeling that it is a most important step I am about
to take, as the risks to boat navigation to the southward from this point are very
great, and there is a chance of leaving both the “ Plover” and “ Amphitrite” in
doubt as to our safety. I intend leaving numerous notices here in the event of
the « Plover ” coming after us, to show that we have proceeded, in order that she
may not be kept any longer off this dangerous point than is necessary for her to
communicate. The evening passed away without any appearance of our relief, all
hands busily employed in making preparations for a longer voyage than we had
yet undertaken.

Thursday, 5 August 1852.—The wind during the night did not come up so
strong as usual, and the weather remained clearer. Our usual look-out giving us
no hope of the “ Plover,” we have employed ourselves this morning erecting
notices of our arrival and intended departure; and I purpose in the afternoon
launching the boats, all to be ready to leave early in the morning.

At 6 p.M., the surf where the boats had been hauled up proving too heavy to
launch them there, they were transported to a distance of 130 yards, and a small
cove with a sand-spit running off, that afforded them shelter, and there launched
and loaded for leaving at midnight, in order to visit the rendezvous appointed for
the « Plover,” thinking that at night, as it afforded her a sufficient offing, it would
be a likely time to find her in position. )

Our look-out man was kept in his station to the last moment of our leaving, on
the highest attainable point, 23 feet above the level of the sea, which we estimated
would show us the « Plover,” half topsail up in her rendezvous, W. by S. (mag.)
13 miles. Just previous to embarking, I had a good look round the horizon
myself, as was my practice several times in the day, and meeting with our
accustomed disappointment, at 11 30 A.., our arrangements for departure having
been made, we proceeded out of the cove, and steered W. by S. for :(hree hours
and a quarter, estimating our speed at four miles an hour. In running out, we
lost sight of the land in one hour, and experienced a very high sea that gets up

on the “ Blossom ”’ Shoals, when the wind is fresh at N. E., in direct oppositi(mum
8 Il he
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the current, with an irregular bottom, and which is hard to deal with in crossing
in an open boat. On arriving at the rendq;vous, my' 1lntenthn was to remain near
it until noon, hoping in that time to see cither a whaler to increase our stock of
provisions from, or the * Plover. I.Was unable to do so from the heaviness of
the sea : in heaving the yawl to, we sl_npped a swamping sea, tha? .rather alarrped
me for a beginning ; however, I remained hove-to as near the position as poss1b}e
for five hours, and finding the boats making very bad weather of it, I made sai,
intending to steer back as near to the south of Icy Cape as puss@le, but the force
of the wind and sca drove us at least 10 milex to leeward.  Finding that I could
do no more in the way of finding the Plover,” I shaped «a course for Point
Lay. .

Friday, 6 August 1852 —By noon wc got into smoothﬁ water, and ran along
the land : at 8 p.r., we were abreast of Point Lay, steering for Cape Beaufort;
at 9 we lost our favourable breeze, and made little progress during the night,

Saturday, 7 August 1852.—Finding by 9 a.m. that there wis no prospect of a
breeze, 1 determined to use oars, o as not to lose the fine weather. —Accordingly,
at 9 a.m., we commenced pulling, wateh and watch, and continued during the day
to averace hetween light airs and the oars, 2% knots an hour. At noon we recog-
nized the high land, near Cape Beanfort, and changed our course for Cape
f.i<hurie s the weather beautifully fine, but too calm for our purpose.

Sunday, 8 August 1852.—Continuing on our oars during the night, we made
good way, il recognised the high land of Cape Lisburne by 9 a.m., when a
light breeze from the N.E. enabled us to lay them in. We continued all the day
steering for Cape Lisburne, not making great progress in consequence of the
current. In the afternoon we again got on our oars, and shaped a course direct
for the © Amphitrite’s” position, which we hoped to reach by midnight, assisted
by light air< from the northward ; hut we reareely did more during the night
than stem the current.

Monday, 9 August 1852.—Continuing our oars, we were favoured with a
light breeze trom the north at s .., which we took advantage of, steering for
the < Amphitrite’s " position. The aneroid falling to 29 inches, made us most
anxious to be picked up, as the coast oflors few places of shelter. By 11 a.w.
we had run sufiiciently far to the 3. W. to reach the position of the rendezvous
appointed by Captain Frederick. A thick fog camne on at noon, adding much to
our disappointment, as it precluded the poszibility of our sceing the ** Amphitrite.”
I remained near the rendezvous for upwards of six hours, disheartened at not
seeing a sail, though we knew there were many whalers cruizing about, and we
hoped to increase our stock of provisions from one of them. At 4 30, our supply
of wood and water heing expended, T wis obliged, most reluctantly, to put the
hoats” heads towards the shove, ¢iving up, for the present, our chance of being
picked up. Ve steered in « ri:ick fog for Cape Lisburne, and ran until past mid-
night.

Tuesday, 10 August 1852.—When the weather began to clear, and we got a
climpse of the bold rocky shore about Cape Lisburne, the wind having fallen
Heht, the oars wevre again put in requisition, when the crews, as with fresh-strung
verves, pulled for the Cape. The distance was, however, greater than I calcu-
lil.l('d, as it was not until 4 a. M. that we touched the beach a little to the east
of Cape Lisburne. The sun was now strong, the fog dispelled and horizon clear,
requiring no creat skill to foretell a bright day. Leaving the crews to procure
th_e recuired wood and water and prepare breakfast, I took upon myself the task
ot look-out man, and ascended the promontory, while one of my companions
employed himself usefully under the cliffs with his gun, by adding a stock of
scit-birds to our scanty store of provisions. From a height of 1,100 feet I had
an extensive view over the offing, vet after a long and anxious scrutiny, no sail
appearcd to repay me for my ditficult ascent; and again I had the sickening
feclinge that the season would. he lost: By and by I discovered something on the
very edgc of the western horizon, which, from the distance and mirage, bore only
T et b e o st i e oy it
steadily its >hifti1‘m" and c]?nminn- hv 0 Opger doubt its reality. I cpuld watch

. = Aneimg mirage, sometimes above, sometimes below

th i For ¢ - Do LT ] :
e horizon, for a moment double, then single, but inverted. Hastening down to

t‘he boats, I started w i‘.h the.wind from the southward. Supposing the vessel I had
seen to be abevt 30 miles distant, ¥ hoped to cut her off before she stood out

again.
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again. I steered as near as could be for the rendezvous, but by the time we had Proceedings of
reached 15 miles off shore, the thick fog, so common in these seas, had again Commander
shrouded us. My purpose now was to remain about the offing as long as the Rochiort Maguire.
state of the weather would allow us, then put back to Cape Lisburne, to lay in a

supply of birds, as an increase to our provisions, when, if T could sce nothing of

the “ Amphitrite” in the offing, 1 purposed making for Point Hope, as the next

station, from whence I intended taking the first favourable opportunity to cross

Kotzebue Sound for Cape Prince of Wales, and on to Port Clurence.

"Wednesday, 11 August 1852.—Soon after midnight the wind shifted to the
westward, bringing up a heavy swell that would set on the beach, where we had
hoped to get shelter; and, warned by the falling of the aneroid, I was obliged
once more to relinquish my hope of being picked up. Indeed, it might be suid
we were no sooner on the rendezvous, than it was time to seek shelter again. We
sighted the cape at 6 a. M., just asa strong breeze set in from the southward, that
brought us back to the place we had left the day before. Tie violence of the
wind out of the ravines obliged us to shift the boats ome way further to the cast-
ward along the beach, where it seemed to be less steep, if 1t should be reguisite
to haul them up. A shooting party again went, making havoe amongst the hirds,
and with such success, that the total produce of the day from two guns amounted
to 96 loomes. When skinned they eat very well; one for each man made o very
good mess for the day. Ncar our new position was the scattered remains of «
wreck, apparently American, with traces of tents, and a wound like a grave, w:
if it had been the refuge of some shipwrecked party. The day throughout
remained gloomy and misty, the nearest headlund being scarcely visible.  About
11 o’clock, when the night-watch was set, the boats hecaine uncasy from a light
swell from the westward, warning us that no time was to be lost in hauling them
up, previous to the surf making. By the time they were in safety above the ~nr!-
line it was past midnight.

Thursday, 12 August 1552.—With thick weather and close wetting rain, we
got under the rain-awning once more, intending to take six or scven hours’ undis-
turbed sleep. At three o’clock the weather became a little clear, when the look-
out man reported a sail close oft the land. The gig was immcdiately fnnched,
when, shortly afterwards, the hooming of a heavy gun proved that we had sone-
body looking after us, and helore nine oelock, hoth Loats. with our whole party,
were heartily received on board Her Majesty’s ship * Amphitrite,” where our lat:
privations were soon made ameuds for.

(signed) Pochfort Magiire,
Her Majesty’s ship * Plover,” Comnnander.

Port Clarence, 20 August 1852.

No. 41.

Cuarr (annexed) of Behring's Straits and the neighbouring Covast of North
America, including Moore Harbour.

No. 41 a.

Letrer from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Commander Aaguere, Her
Majesty’s Ship * Plover,” Behring’s Straits.

Str, Admiralty, 14 January 1853.
Havixg laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of
thc.a 20th August last, with its several enclosurcs, I am commanded by their Lord-
ships to acquaint you that they approve of your proceedings, and those with you
In the boats, to all of whom much credit 15 due for their cxertions under very

trylng circumstances.
I am, &ec.
(signed) B. Osborne.

2 ProceepIiNGs
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' , . C
Proceedings of  PROCEEDINGS of Captain Charles Frederick, commanding Her Majesty’s

Captain Charles Ship “ Amphitrite,” on a Visit to Behring’s Straits and the Vicinity,
Frederick. I P 9

— with Provisions, &c., for Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Plover.”

No. 42.
Lerter from Captain Frederick to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Amphitrite,”
Sir, San Francisco, 13 October 1852.

I uave the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, that I sailed from Honolulu, Sandwich Islands, on
the 30th May, made the Island of Seguam (Aleutian Islands) on the 19th June,
and ran through between that island and Amoukla. On the 21st we communi-
cated with the * Baltic,” American whaler, the master of which reported that
the ice. on the 11th June, was as far to the southward as Gore’s Island ; that two
ships had been lost, and several damaged in the ice; and that in consequence, he
did not like to proceed to the northward.

The next day we made St. Paul's, off which another American vessel was
observed cruizing ; the temperature of the water on the 24th was as low as
25 Fahrenheit, so that I fully expected soon to make ice. On the 26th, we
made the S.W. end of St. Lawrence Island, without having seen any.

I determined to pass to the eastward of that island, and keep well in on the
American shore ; on the afternoon of the 27th, a stream of ice was observed
bearing from E. by N. to S.E. by S., about five miles distant; its extent might
be six or =even miles. The prevailing winds had been northerly and north-
westerly, with thick and misty weather, and at times a dense fog, both before
and after passing the Aleutian group; the thermomecter ranging between 36°
and 42°.

On the 29th, at 4 p.Mm. we made Point Rodney, and at midnight rounded
Point Spencer, into Port Clarence.

I found the “ Plover ™ rigged and hauled out into the fairway for coming out
of Grantley Harbour, her officers and crew in good health; not a single case of
scurvy having occurred during the past winter, which had been late, but not
severe. In pursuance of instructions received by me from the Commander-in-

qures v, 20 Chief, I inspected the crew, and directed the removal of those officers and men

E‘::“ 5 who were desirous of being relieved from Arctic service, and held a survey on
i&M the rest; I also ordered a survey to be held on the ship, both hull and masts,

2 A and the necessary surveys on stores in charge of officers superseded; reports on
a, av . . - 1
Enciosure® © all of which I transmit herewith, numbered 1, 2, 3, 4 and 4+ A. B. and C.

';\i;\os“re 4 3. It having been reported to me that the whole of the preserved meats on
- board the ‘ Plover,” amounting to upwards of 10,0001lbs. (with the exception of
6501bs. supplied from Deptford, the 10th December 1847, the contractor's name

s. _ unknown), were of Mr. Goldner’s contract, I directed a survey to be held
W on them, a report of which I forward; they were found to he totally unfit for
use. This was a very unfortunate occurrence, as in the cvent of this ship having

been obliged to winter at Port Clarence, there would have been a serious
deficiency of this article of provisions.

4. On the 12th July, the * Plover ” having been well caulked outside, and

completed the crew and provisions (as shown in the accompanying documents,

Faclosures 538  Nos. 5 A. and 6), proceeded to sea. I enclose copy of Commander Maguire's
A. letter to me, and of the orders issued by me to him} his letter will explain his
sdosore 7:— intended mode of proceeding, and it being very desirable that I should com-
ndosure ¥ —— municate with him after his visit to Point Barrow (more particularly as it had
T been strongly reported by the natives, that the Enterprize ” had wintered
there), and as much time would be saved by meeting the “ Plover ” in this ship,

instead of her returning to Port Clarence, I determined to follow the former

course, and appointed a rendezvous off Cape Lisburne, on the 2d August.

Captain

5
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Captain Moore volunteered to go in the * Plover,” to which [ willingly acceded,
in the hope that his advice might be of service to Lieutenant Vernon, during the
absence of Commander Maguire. I lent 10 men to the « Plover,” until the
return of her boats, and also complied with Commander Maguire's request to take
Mr. Martin, late second master, and Mr. Forster, assistant surgeon, with him;
those officers having zealously volunteered their services.

5. On the 13th July, the * Harvest,” of New Bedford, American whaler,
. arrived and confirmed the account of the loss of the ships named in the margin ;
a third had been burned by her crew ; no lives were lost in any of them. Six of
the crew of the “ Harvest” had mutinied, and at the writfen request of the
master (copy enclosed,* No. 11), I took out of her William Cox, an Englishman,
who was said to be the leader of the party. The “ Harvest " had not been through
the Straits, nor had she communicated with any vesscl that had heen through
this season, so that I could obtain no information of the state of the ice in the
Arctic Sea.

6. I have left a cache of two months’ provisions for 40 men at Grantley
Harbour, and placed notices at four different points; Point Spencer, south spit of
Grantley Harbour, and two in the harbour, near the Plover’s winter quarters;
there are also 30 tons of coals left in the Plover storehouse, 10 of which were
landed from the “ Dadalus” last year, and 20 from the ¢ Amphitrite” this
year.

7. On the 29th, we dropped down to Point Spencer; on the 31st sailed from
Port Clarence, and passed through the Straits the same evening in a dense fog.
On the 2d August, we made Cape Lisburne, but did not reach the point of
rendezvous until the 4th, in consequence of light winds and calm; on the 5th,
the ¢ Plover ” arrived, her boats not having returned. Lieutenant Vernon’s
letter gives his reasons for having left Icy Cape, which place had heen appointed
by Commander Maguire for the ship to meet him. As only four days had elapsed
from the estimated time of Commander Maguire's return, I considered, that
leaving the rendezvous had been somewhat premature, and that the ¢ Plover ”
should certainly have remained until a boat could have been sent on shore for
information, in which case the party would have been found there; therefore,
having supplied the ¢ Plover ™ with the stream anchor of this ship, a boat and
crew with Mr. Jones, second master (and Lieutenant Moresby, who volunteered his
services), I directed Lieutenant Vernon to proceed again to ley Cape, and if the
boats were not there, to examine the coast to the northward, intending to send
a boat from this ship to examine between Cape Lisburne and Icy Cape. On
the 6th, we communicated with two American whalers, from both of which infor-
mation was received, that the * Bengal” American whaler had seen the boats
on the 4th, pulling off to her from Icy Cape; but the ship being in four fathoms
water, and much sea running, she did not wait for them, and they returned to the
shore. Being now assured of the safety of the boats, 1 immediately made sail in
pursuit of the * Plover,” and came up with her early the following morning ;
upon a consideration of all circumstances, I resolved to take the  Amphitrite
to Iey Cape, and having appointed a rendezvous in latitude 70° N., longitude
164° W., we continued our course for that cape. Upon our arrival there on the
9th, several guns were fired (the first time, no doubt, that those shores had echoed
the booming of an eight-inch gun); but there was no answering signal, and I
began to fear, either that the information was incorrect, or that the boats had
gone to the southward ; a baidar, with some natives, scon came off, and con-
firmed the latter supposition.

I sent Lieutenant Stainforth on shore, who brought off a notice which had
been buried by Commander Maguire, stating that he had left on the 6th for
Cape Lisburne. Icy Cape is a bad rendezvous either for ship or boat, difficult
to make, unless in clear weather, with extensive shoals oft' it, on which, with a
fresh breeze, there is an irregular and broken sea, dangerous for boats.

8. We madesail for the * Plover’s” rendezvous, and though the fog was very
dense as we approached it, we managed by continued signal guns, to which she
replied, to close her about noon of the 10th; I hailed her, to follow to Cape
Lisburne, and remain at that rendezvous two or three days. At 4.a.m. of the
12th, we reached Cape Lisburne, and soon after had the pleasure of receiving
Commander Maguire and his party on board, all well. Had we been an hour

82, H3 later,
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* Not printed.
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later, the boats could not have been launched, as the wind shifted to the west-
ward, blowing fresh. e remained off the Cape till the 16th, Whep the “ Jumes
Maury,” American whaler, was boarded, and information obtfuned. that the
«Plover” was seen from that vessel on the previous morning, In latlt}lde 689,
standing to the S. W., and I was most reluctan'tly forced to'the con_clusmn, that
she was making the best of her way to the straits. Accordingly sal.l was made
in the same direction: we passed the straits on the 17th, and arrived at Port
Clarence on the evening of the 18th, where we found the < Plover,” she having
arrived that morning. Ihaving examined herlog book and chart, 1 called upon
Lieutenant Vernon to explain why he had not complied with my orders. I cannot
say that I consider his explanation satisfactory ; to his letter, I have appended
an extract from the ¢ Plover’s” log book.

On the 19th and 20th, the carpenters and blacksmith of this ship were
employed in restocking an anchor for the “ Plover,” and taking out, repairing
and replacing the pipes of the round-houses, which were broken, and caused
leakage when the vessel pitched. Having been again fitted up with coals and
provisions, and supplied with an additional quantity of preserved meats, she

sailed for Point Barrow at 5 a.mM. of the 21st.

10. Commander Maguire’s despatch gives an account of his proceedings from
the time of his first leaving Port Clarence.

11. Should it be intended to keep the * Plover” at Point Barrow a second
winter, I think it wonld not be advisable to move her from her winter quarters,
as there is not a certainty every year of her being able to regain them.

12. No tidings have been heard of the  Enterprize” or ¢ Investigator.”
Our intercourse with the natives was invariably amicable ; they do not so readily
traffic for tobacco as formerly, the American whale ships having supplied them
so largely with it, that it has no longer the same value ; the things most desired
now, are firearms and spirits; a small American bark from San Francisco arrived
at Port Clarence the 28th of August, having those articles on board for barter.

13. As there was a continuance of remarkably fine weather for a fortnight
after the ¢ Plover” sailed, there can be very little doubt that she reached her
destination safely. Feeling satisfied of this, and having fully executed all the
orders comprised in my instructions, I sailed from Port Clarence on the 6th
September ; we had a good run to the Aleutian Islands, the wind then shifted to
the southward with thick weather, but we fortunately got sight of Seguam, which
enabled us to beat through between that island and Amoukta, on the 11th Sep-
tember ; this is an additional proof of the safety of that channel.

14. We arrived at this port on the 1st October, and found lying here Her
Majesty’s Ship “ Thetis :” she sailed for Vancouver’s Island on the 5th. Accord-
ing to my instructions from the Commander-in-Chief, I am to proceed from hence
along the coast of Mexico, touching at the ports and also at Realejo, Central
America, on my way to Valparaiso.

I have, &e.
(signed) Charles Frederick, Captain.

Enclosure 1, in No. 42,

Her Majesty’s Ship « Ampbitrite,”
\ o . Port Clarence, 1 July 1852.
_ Mzyo.—TIris my direction that you discharge the persons named on the other side hereof,
from Her Majestyv’s ship under your command to Her Majesty’s ship “ Amphitrite,” for the
reasons expressed against their names. P ’
(signed) Charles Frederick,

Voo Commander Maguire, Captain and Senior Officer.

Her Majesty’s ship * Plover,”

11 Seumen, 1 . ¢
a Poo -Leaving at own request. For passage to Com-
3 Privates, R.y. | 5 quest- 4 mander-in-Chief.

1 Able seaman invalided.
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Enclosure 1 A., in No. 42.

63

List of Officers and Men received from Her Majesty’s Ship “ Plover,” on board Her Majesty’s Ship * Amphitrite,”
for reasons expressed against their Names.

N AMES.

Rating.

T. E. L. Moore -

Henry Martin -
John J. Lindsay

Thomas B. Forster

* Thomas Bourchier

John Wager -
George Chapple
John Gilbert -
John Busbridge -
" Jomes Kirkaldy -
Henry Thornley
Henry Carr -
Thomas Brooker
lenry Norkett -
Henry Michell -
George Stephens

George K. Harris
Thomas Kilberry
Emanuel Weeks

John H, Lawson

Captain -

Second master

Paymaster and
Purser.

Assistant sur-
geon.

Acting second
Master.

A.B - -
A.B. - -
Private marine
Quartermaster
Boatswains mate
A.B. - .
A.B. - -
Private marine
Quartermaster
Sailmaker -

Captain main-
top.
Captain’s steward

Quartermaster
Private marine

A B - -

Length of From what
Service . . .
Age. in Ship received in Reasons for Leaving.
“ Plover.™ “ Plover.”
Yrs. Mos.

- 4 6 | Commission | Superseded on promo-

tion.

- Commission | Superseded - -

- 4 - 6 | Appointment | Superseded on promo-

tion.

- — 10 | “ D=zdalus” | Alteration in establish-

ment.

- 1 10 | “ Herald” - | --seven years abroad,
and he hasserved three
years from England;
no desire to continue
serving in Arctie Seas.

33 - 10 | ¢ D=dalus” - - - -
28 ~ 10 | “ Deedalus” || - - - -
21 - 10 | “ Daedalus” - - - -

- 4 6 | Shore -1 - - - -

- 1 10 | * Herald” - || - - - -

- 1 10 | “ Herald” - || - - - .

- 1 10 | “ Herald” - || Own request; node-

26 1 10 | Herald” - sire to continue
“ serving in Arctic
30 ~ 10 | % Deedalus” Sens.

25 - 10 | ¢ Dadalus” - - - -
30 - 10 | “ Dadalus” - - - -
26 - 10 | “ D=dalus” - - - -
28 - 10 | “ Dadalus” - - - -
23 - 10 | “ Dadalus” - - - -
28 - 10 | ¢ Dadalus” | Invalided for frost-

bite.

# To be discharged on “ Plover’s” return from northward.

Dated on board Her Majesty’s Ship “ Amphitrite,” at Port Clarence, the 3d day of July 1852.

(signed)

Enclosure 2, in No. 42.

How to be disposed of.

For passage to Eng-
land.

“ Amphiuite,” as part
complement,

‘For disposal of Com-
|
]

mander-in-Chief, five
years servitude

For disposal of Com-
mander-in-Chief’; no
vacancies in ‘* Am-
phitrite” for these
ratings,

|
|

Forpassage to England.

Charles Frederick, Captain.

By Charles Frederick, Esq., Captain commanding Her Majesty’s Ship “ Amphitrite,”
and Senior Naval Officer present,

To Captain T. E. L. Moore, Commanding “Plover.”

You are hereby required and directed to repair on board Her Majesty’s <hip “ Plover,”
at 1 p.x., and in conjunction with me, to carefully examine all the cfficers, seamen and
marines belonging to the said ship, as to the state of health they are in, and their physical

capability to serve in the Arctic Sea

s during the ensuing winter.

Given on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Amphitrite,” at Port Clarence, the 30th day of
June 1252,

Commander and Surgeon
appointed to H. M. 8. ¢ Plover,”

and Surgeon and Assistant-surgeon,

H. M. S, « Amphitrite.”

(signed)  Charles

H 4

Frederick.

Enclosure
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and senior naval officer present, we whose names are hereunto subscribed, have been gn‘board. He:i
“ Plover,” and having carefully and strictly examined the officers and men under-mentioued, as to the
)

Ship

Enclosure 2 A., in No. 42.

PaciFic STATION.
PursuANT to an order from Charles Frederick, Esq., Captain commanding Her Majesty’s Ship « Amﬁgum,»

CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS.

jesty’s

state of health they are in, and as to their physical capability to serve in the Arctic Seas during the ensuing
winter, do make the following Report of the result of our proceedings :—

NAMES.

E. H. Vernon -
G. J. Gordon -
John Seath -
John Matthews -
George Staker -

James Faithful -

|

j Acting mate

|
1
[
l
f
\
|
|

Quality.

Lieutenant

Acting carpenter

Gunner's-mate -

A. B. .

Gunroom steward

Henry Stewart - | A. B. -

John Berry -
William Martin -
Hugh M‘Dowall -
G. Heydon -
John Sanders -
Robert M‘Farlan

Alexander Kerr -
Patrick Morgan -

Thomas Johnson -
David Bell - .

William Heard -
E.Clark - -
Robert Diamond -
Samuel Gould -

Dated on board Her Maujesty’s Ship * Plover,”

A, B. -
A. B. -
Ship's cook

Captain main-top

Cuptain forecastle

A.B. -
A.B. -
C.Crew -
Serjeant -

Corporal -

Corporal -
Private -
Private -

Captain’s cook -

Leogth of
Age. Service
in * Plover.”
Yre. Mos.
- - 10
- - 10
32 1 10
42 1 10
27 1 10
41 - 10
26 - 10
31 - 10
28 - 10
38 - 10
27 - 10
30 - 10
24 - 10
29 - 10
32 - 10
31 4 8
42 4 8
26 - 10
26 - 10
27 - 10
34 - 10

!

:

'

From whence
received.

“ Deedalus”
¢ Daedalus”
“ Herald” -
“ Herald” -

“ Herald” -

“ Dadalus” -
“ Dedalus” -
“ Dedalus” -
“ Dadalus” -
“ Dadalus” -
“ Dzdalus” -
“ Daedalus” -
“ Deaedalus” -
“ Dadalus” -
“ Dzdalus” -

Head-quarters,
Chatham,

Head-quarters,
Chatham.

“ Dzdalus” -
“ Dzdalus” -
“ Daedalus” -

“ Dedalus” -

|

Physically capable
or incapable

! to serve in Arctic Seas Rzmanxs,

|

1
|

during

ensuing Winter,

Capable -

- | - ~to remain in Her Mejesty's
Ship ¢ Plover,” being pby-
sically capable of serving in
Arctic Seas during winter,
and being desirous of sa
doing.

(signed) Charles Frederick,

Captain and

Senior Officer.

at Port Clarence, the 30th June 1852,
(signed)

Charles Frederich, Captain, H.M.S.
James Vaughan, Surgeon, }“ Amphitrite.”
Ttos. E. L. Moore, Commander,

Captain H. M. S. « Plover.”
Roc}ﬁ{‘t Maguire, Commander,\ appointed to H. M. S.
Jokn Simpsor (B.), Surgeon, f ¢ Plover.”
Jokn Lintun Palmer, Assistant-surgeon, H. M. &.

 Amphitrite,” supernumerary.

—_—

Enclosure
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Enclosure 3, in No. 42. Proceedings of

By Charles Frederick, Esq., Captain commanding Her Majesty’s Ship « Amphitrite,” Captain Charles
and Senior Naval Officer present. ’ Frederick.

You are hereby required and directed to repair on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Plover,”
and there hold a strict and careful survey into the state and condition of the hull and masts
of the said ship, reporting to me fully the result of your proceedings herein.

Given on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Amphitrite,” at Port Clarence, the 1st day of
July 1852.

(signed) Charles Frederick.

The Commander and Acting Carpenter of

H. M. 8. “ Plover,” and

The Senior Lieutenant, Master Carpenter, and
One Carpenter’s Mate
of H.M.8. ¢ Amphitrite,”

Enclosure 3 A., in No. 42,

Pursuant to an Order from Charles Frederick, Esq., Captain commanding Her Majesty’s
Ship “ Amphitrite,” and Senior Naval Officer present,

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, have been on board Her Majesty’s ship
“Plover,” and have there held a full, strict and careful survey into the state and condition
of the hull and masts of the said ship, and do make the following report of the result of our
proceedings ; viz.

1st. That having bored into the ship on both outer sides, from the ice-chock to the
copper, we found the doubling to be good ; the planking inside the doubling to be
defective about one inch on its outside ; the timbers on the quarters, midships and bows
to be good ; those under the fore and main channels to be partly defective, but service-
able. Also, that the ship requires caulking outside.

2d. That the bread-room having been cleared, we bored into the stemson, breast-
hooks, and timbers on the starboard bows, and found them to be all good, with the
exception of one defective timber on the starboard bow.

3d. That the starboard locker from the captain’s cabin, having been cleared and
bored into, the timbers were found to be good.

ath. That the magazine having been cleared, the timbers, stemson and transoms
were bored into, and found to be good.

5th. That the masts were examined, and found to be good.

We, therefore, are of opinion that the hull and masts of Her Majesty’s ship “ Plover ”
are in a serviceable state and condition.

Dated on board Her Majesty’s ship « Plover,” at Port Clarence, the 3d day of July
1852,

(signed) Rochfort Maguire, .

Commander. ; E
John Seath, 2
Acting Carpenter. JT g"

Fairfaxr Moresby,
Lieutenant, Senior, supy.

Wm H. Crane, % -
-

Master. S =

James Frazer, o,
Carpenter, = <E

Wm. Charters,
Carpenter’s Mate.

Enclosure 4, in No. 42,

By Charles Frederick, Esq., Captain commanding Her Majesty’s Ship « Amphitrite,” and
Senior Naval Officer present.

You are hereby required and directed to proceed on board Her Majesty’s ship  Plover,”
and there hold = strict and careful survey on the preserved meats in charge of Mr. Edwin
Jago, Clerk in Charge of the said ship, reporting to me fully the result of your proceedings
herein.

82. I In
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Proceedings of In the performance of this service, strict attention is called to Admiralty Circulars, Nos,

Captain Charles 89 and 95.
Frederick; Given on board the “ Ampbhitrite,” at Port Clarence, the 3d day of July 1852,
. (signed) Charles Frederick,
The Master, Surgeon and Paymaster Captain.

of H.M.S. “ Amphitrite,” and
Surgeon and late Clerk in Charge
of H.M.S. « Plover.”

Enclosure 4 A., in No. 42.

In pursuance of an order from Charles Frederick, Esq., Captain of Her Majesty’s Ship
“ Ampbhitrite,” dated 3d July 1852, we, the undersigned, have been on board Her
Majesty’s sloop “ Plover,” and having taken a strict and careful survey of the preserved
meats therein referred to, we find the same to be as follows: —

. Marked. Actual
Dates; Store-marks Weight or REPORT THEREON.
on Packages. No. Contents. Contents,
1bs. . L
No date on the canis- 10,570 | 10,570 | -- Preserved meats, 10,570 Ibs. in tin canisters,

ters, but the only
marks were the Iabels
of Mr. Goldner ; the
canisters having been
stowed in bulk,

i
i
i
none |
I
i
!

which appear to have been supplied to Her Ma-
Jesty’s ship « Plover” from Her Majesty’s ship
“Herald” on 17 September 1850, and of the
contract of Mr. Goldner. After a very minute
examination of 1,000 Ibs. of the said preserved

meats, we found it in a pulpy, decayed and pu-
trid state, and totally unfit for men’s food. We
are therefore of opinion that the remainder are
in the same condition, and that as the same
cannot possibly be returned into store, we recom-
mend that the whole should be thrown overboard
into the sea, as being a nuisance. We have left
the whole of the said preserved meats in charge
of the clerk in charge, and we have taken this
survey with such strict care and accuracy, that
| we are willing, if required, to make declaration

to the impartiality and correctness of our pro-
| |

ceedings,
Given under our hands on board Plover,” at Port Clarence, this 3d July 1852,

(signed) Wm. H. Crane, o

Master. 0=

James Vaughan, — =
Surgeon. =

J. W. Maddock, =z

Paymaster. -

John Simpson (b.), A

Surgeon. ]...' 4

Jokn J. Lindsay, J&- =

Paymaster. =T

Approved,
(signed) Rockfort Maguire, Commander.

Approved,—Recommendation of surveying officers to be carried into effect.

(signed) Charles Frederick, Captain H.M.S, « Amphitrite,”

and Senior Officer.

We do hereby certify that the said préserved meats, condemned in the foregoing report

of survey, were thrown overboard in our presence this 3d July 1852.

(signed) W. H. Crane, o
Master. oL P

James Vaughan, = ::E

Surgeon. .

J. W. Maddock, T E

Paymaster. :

John Simpson (b.), oL

Surgeon. ] : E’

John J. Lindsay, J =8

Paymaster. J &
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Enclosure 5, in No. 42.

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Amphitrite,”
. Port Clarence, 1 July 1852.
Memo.—Having directed the persons named on the other side hereof, to be discharged

from Her Majesty’s ship “ Amphitrite ”” to Her Majesty’s ship “ Plover,” as part complement
you will recetve and bear them accordingly.

(signed) Charles Frederick,
Captain and Senior Officer.
12 seamen 1Volunteered for service, and physically capable of
3 privates, R.M.J serving in Aretic Seas, during ensuing winter.

Commander Maguire,
H.M.S. « Plover.”

Enclosure 5 A., in No. 42.

List of Seamen and Marines discharged from Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Amphitrite” to Her Majesty
Ship “ Plover,” at Port Clarence, the 2d July 1852.

Physically capable
N AME. Quality. Age. o g REMARKS.
during
ensuing Winter.
John M‘Gra - - -1 AB. - - -1 25
Joseph Paigan - - -|A.B. - - -{ 29
William Rickman - -1 A.B. - - -1 29
John Bright - - -] A B, - - - 24
Walter Daw - - - | Ordinary - -1 21
David Dunstall - - | Captain mast. - -1 32
Germon Edwards - - | A.B. - - -1 o7
William Chambers - - | Boatswain's mate - | 27 Capable - - | - - Volunteers for
Edward Sutton - -1 A.B, - - -1 25 cflléltgicrse’r vice in
Thomas Walton - - | A.B. - - -1 23
James Hatcher - - -1 A.B. - - -1 a7
Robert Baker - - - | Sailmaker’s crew -} 23
James Hickley - - | Private - - -1 29
John Cork - - - | Private, 3d class -l 24
John Thomas - - - | Private - - -1 34

Dated on hoard the ¢ Amphitrite,” at Port Clarence, the 3d July 1852.

(signed) Charles Frederick,

Captain.

James Vaughan,
Surgeon.

John L. Palmer,

Assistant Surgeon.

Jokn Simpson (B.), Surgeon,

H.M.3. « Plover.”

I1. M.S
“ Aniphitrite.”

Enclosure 7, in No. 42.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Plover,” Port Clarence,

Sir, 11 July 1852. )
Tue equipment of Her Majesty’s ship “ Plover,” being now complete (her defects having
been made good by artificers from Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Amphitrite,” and being victualled
as per state and condition herewith transmitted), I beg leave to report to you, that.I am in
all respects ready to proceed in execution of my instructions from the Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty. ‘ ..

Their Lordships have directed me in the first instance to place a reserve of provisions
at Michaelowsky, in Norton Sound ; but this I consider anticipated by Commander Moore
baving left at that station last year a quantity of provisions, sufticient for 40 men for two
months ; this enables me to provide for winter quarters at Pgmt Bgrrow at once, forﬂwlnch
I propose leaving with the first favourable wind that offers, intending to make the “ mam
pack,” as far to the north-cast as Icy Cape, if possible.

5 I From

Proceedings of
Captain Charles
Frederick.

—
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i d that T can reach, I purpose leaving the ship with
From that station, or the most advance P i
](;;;::ie:]gii(r)lfe.s two boats, manned with four officers and 12 men, and provisioned for 40 days, for Point
Frederick. Barrow, to ascertain its fitness fora winter station.

_— i d this service, and examined all the remarkable headlantlsi in that vicinity
forHt?':lcr:e% g?'rfCo;;)nt;in Collinson's expedition, I shall return to the « Plovegr, (’:and, I‘?ltl? her,
use the utmost endeavour to reach the ,rgndezvous_appelntet_i b‘y youhg _Cape 1sdume,
where vou propose to meet the “ Plover ” in Her Majesty’s ship “ Ampbhitrite,” in order to
save the time that would be otherwise lost, had I to return to you at this port, and to admit
of my reaching my winter quarters prior to the setting in of the strong winds and foul
we?;hg:&er to carry the above service the more efficiently int(;) exqcu"fion, I have to request
that you will be pleased to lend me 10 men from Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Amphitrite,” to assist
in the navigation of the  Plover”” during the absence of her boats ; also that the experience
of Mr. Martin, the Second Master of the ¢ Plover,” may be made available, I wouid snggest‘
his being lent for the time,as well as Mr. Forster, Assistant Surgeon (both of them volun-
teers), that the « Plover ” might not be left w1tbout a medlc?l officer during the absence of
Mr. John Simpson, Surgeon, whom I intend taking with me in the boats to Point Barrow.

I have, &ec. )
Captain Charles Frederick, (signed) Rochfort Maguire,
Her Majesty’s Ship “ Amphitrite.” Commander.

Enclosure 8, in No. 42.

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Ampbhitrite,” Port Clarence,
11 July 1852,

Memo.—As you have reported to me that Her Majesty’s ship “ Plover,” under your
command, is in all respects ready for the service on which she has been ordered, you will
proceed as soon as convenient in the execution of the instructions received by you from the
Lords Comunissioners of the Admiralty. )

On your return from Point Barrow, you will meet the “ Amphitrite” 15 miles west
(mag.) from Cape Lisburne on the 2d August next.

In the event of your falling in with Her Majesty’s ship “ Enterprize,” or finding her at
Point Barrow, you will acquaint Captain Collinson that it is my wish that there should be
no delay in your reaching the appointed rendezvous, as [ do not consider it desirable that
a ship of the “ Ampbhitrite’s”” draught of water should be kept in the Arctic Sea longer than
is absolutely necessary.

(signed) Charles Frederick,

Commander Maguire, Captain and Senior Officer.
Her Majesty’s Ship “ Plover.”

Enclosure 9, in No. 42,

MEemo.—IN compliance with the request contained in your letter of this day’s date, you
have my permission to retain Mr. Martin, Second Master, and Mr. T. B. Forster, Assistant
Surgeon, 1n Her Majesty’s ship under your command, as supernuineraries for victuals.

(signed) Charles Frederick,

Commander Maguire, Captain and Senior Officer.
Her Majesty’s Ship *“ Plover.”

Enclosure 10, in No. 42.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Amphitrite,” Port Clarence,
' _ 11 July 1852.
_MEemo..—Ix compliance with the request contained in your letter of this day’s date, I have
(]lrepted, 10 men to be lent from Her Majesty’s ship “ Amphitrite ” to do duty in Her
Majesty’s ship  Plover ” under vour command ; you will receive and bear them accordingly.

(signed) Charles Frederick,

Commander Maguire, Captain and Senior Officer.

Her Majesty's Ship “ Plover.”

Enclosure 12, in No. 42.

Sir Her Majesty’s Ship “ Plover,” at Sea,

) ] 5 August 1852.
; aJlesty’s ship “ Plover ” arrived off Icy
2 aps S . chor was let go in 13 fath he reckon-
Ing in lat. 7Q 23 N.,long. 160° 10° W, or about 12 milesacﬂ' shore : wi(:?ls;tbt{u: t?me being
strong from X, and W. with mist and sleet, veered cable to 36 fathome.

.I‘ he lapnch z}nd gig were t!len got out ready, and being victualled for 40 davs, shoved off
:-.nth the intention of proceeding to examine Point Barrow, Commander Maglﬁrc’a Mr. John
S1mpson (Surgeon), and eight men being in the launch ; Messrs. Henry Martin and Thomas A.
Hull (Second Masters), with four men in the gig. Justat the moment of the bouts shoving off,

ship

I uavE the honour to report to you that Her M
Cape on the 19th ultimo, 5t 4 a.m. ~ The an
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ship pitching heavily, the cable parted at the anchor shackle; immediately hove in cable Proceedings of
and made sail, hauling to the westward, so as to ensure an offing should the wind change to Captain Charles
N.W. The boats were soon lost sight of in the mist, running to the N.E. In about Frederick.
an hour and a half after the boats had started, the wind and sea had increased to such a —
degree that I have great doubts whether the boats could possibly have survived it. This
idea has kept us all in a most painful state of anxiety. By about noon the «“ Plover ” was
standing thr(’)ugh. heavy sailing ice. [ then proceeded to Cape Lisburne in hopes of meeting
Her Majesty’s ship “ Amphitrite,” it being my intention to have made application to you for
a boat to search the coast, if the party were not forthcoming at the appointed time.
Having waited off Cape Lisburne till the latest day (29th) that Commander Maguire’s
orders would permit me, I made the best of my way to Jcy Cape, but the wind being from
the N. E., did not reach that place till the afternoon of the 3d mstant, where, having stood
in as close to the shore as could be done with safety, I satisfied myself that they were not
there. Eight native tents were pitched close to the cape, but 1 had no boat which I could
send with safety to communicate with them.
The wind was fresh from N.E., I therefore determined to return without delay to the
rendezvous off Cape Lisburne (the rest of the officers having fully concurred with me in
its being the best course to be pursued), to request you would provide me with additicnal
men, and a boat of sufficient size to search the coast, in the event of their having been
stranded. °
I beg leave further to remark, that, where time is so all important an object, the dull sail-
ing of the “ Plover” renders the satisfactory execution of any piece of service with her
exceedingly doubtful, and would, therefore, propose that a boat (or two, if they can possibly
be spared) should be despatched from Cape Lisburne, which, by at once starting in fine
weather, would, by keeping near the coast, be cnabled to land, and be hauled lip on the
first approach of foul weather.
From the fact of its having blown hard from the northward and eastward about the time
the boats might have been expected near Icy Cape on their return, I consider it quite pos-
sible they might have been driven past the rendezvous, and would, therefore, advocate the
coast being examined thoroughly, even to the southward of Icy Cape. In the mean time
the “ Plover ” might either remain off Cape Lisburne or follow the boats as fur as Icy Cape,
as you might deem most expedient.
Permit me, Sir, in conclusion, to express my perfect readiness to go in charge of the
boats in search. '

I have, &c.
(signed) C. E. H. Vernon,
Captain Charles Frederick, Lieut. of Her Majesty’s Ship * Plover.”

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Ampbhitrite.”

Enclosure 13, in No. 42.

Icy Cape, 5 August 1852,

Tue boats of the “ Plover ”” left her on the 19th July 1852, and got to Wainwright’s
Inlet the same night ; leaving that place on the evening of the 20th, they touched atSea-
horse Islands on the 21st, and arrived at Point Barrow on the morning of the 22d. Having
found a place suitable for the ship to winter in, the boats left Point Barrow on their return
the evening of the 24th, calling at Cape Franklin (where they erected a mark and buried a
small cache of provisions) on the night of the 25th, and touching at Wainwright’s Inlet on
the evening of the 26th. The night of the 27th was passed under the lee of a spit, 11
miles east of Icy Cape, and on the 28th the boats were tracked to Icy Cape,and there hauled
upat 12 .y, Upto the 3d August it blew so hard from the N. E. with a heavy surf, that
the boats could not be launched. Having given the above sketch of our cruise, [ leave this
notice to inform the finder that I expected to meet the “ Plover” in the offing on the 30th
July, and having now waited for her seven full days in vain, and having only 17 davs’ pro-
visions at two-thirds allowance, I feel compelled to proceed to look for the « Amphitrite ”
at Cape Lishurne, where I hope to arrive, weather permitting, on the 9th instant; and in
the event of not finding her there, two days after I shall proceed with the boats to Port

Clarence.
(signed) R. Muguire,
Commander of * Plover.”

Lnclosure 14, in No. 42.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Amphitrite,” Port Clarence,
20 August 1852,
Mzemo.—Having ascertained from the « Plover’s” log book that she remained only 24
hours off Cape Lisburne, and did not once make the rendezvous, I have to desire that you will
give me a written statement of your reasons for not complying with my orders to remain

there two or three days. .
(signed) Charles Frederick,

Lieut. E. H. Vernon, Captain, or Senior Officer.
Her Majesty’s Ship « Plover.”

82 i3 Enclosure
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Enclosure 14 A., in No. 42.

Her Majesty’s Ship « Plover,” Port Clarence,
Sir 20 August 1852.

e .our memorandum of the 20th instant, calling upon me to report my proceed-
in(}sNirl)e[[)il"e,rml\/l\/;j:sty’s ship ¢ Plover ” a_fter mee;ing the ‘ Amphitrite ”’ on tpe 10th day of
Aucust, I beg to state that [ arrived off Cape Lisburne on the afternoon of the 12th, and
ey the © Amphitrite,” despatched a boat to search for 1nformat|0_n respecting the
o Flo:er’s » boats, and not finding any on the 13th, stood out about 12 miles S. W: of Cape
Lisburne, where [ remained till widnight, whe_n the weather became so threatening that,
considerine the © Plover’s ” dull sailing qualities, I deemed it necessary for her safety to
get a beticr offing, and, consequently, proceedgd abupt 30 miles iurth_e; to the westward.

Oun the 14th, the weather still being very thick, with a prospect of 1ts continuing so, and
thinking that the *“ Amphitrite ” must have left for Port Clarence, 1 felt 1t my duty to pro-
ceed to that place with all possible despatch. which 1 accc_)rdmgly d}d. _Wlth respect to a
rendezvous, I beg respectfully to inform you that I never received any directionsas to the exact
position. [t was only by hearsay that I was given to understand that 15 miles west (whe~
ther true or magnetic wus not known) of Cape Lisburne, was the one appointed.

1 have, &c.
(signed) C._ E. H. Vernon,
Captain Chavles Frederick, Lieut. Her Majesty’s Ship ** Plover.”

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Amphitrite.”

Enclosure 14 B., in No. 42.

Her Masesry’s Suip, “ Prover.”

THURSDAY, 12 AvugusrT 1852, Barom:eter.
- - F. w, ‘Th ; REMARKS.
H. { K. | T | COURSES. WINDS. ermometer.
1 2 | 2 \‘ W. by N. S. 8. W. 6 0. c.m. fA.
b
2 | 2| s
3 2 i - 3 00, set main top-gallant sail.
o | C v . L w !
4 2 2 NoW.by W S W 5 » 24 fms. Wore ; set jib and main trysail.
5 1 l - Soutk. W.obys, | |
6| 2 ' 5 . - - West. | 24 fius
-
7 2 o ‘ 8 45, put patent log over; 9 00. out reefs of
3 3 5 " " " , topeails; 10 00. set fore top-gallant sail;
9 3 5 ’ 10 30, set fore-topmast studdiug-sail; 11 €0,
i ! iup royal yard., and set the sails; 11 00,
10 4] - ‘ set top-galiant studding- sails,
n| s/ -
12 5 5 ! 18 fms. Leakage in 24 hours, 11} inches.
| |
Conuse and ' . . . i .
Distancs. . Lat. DR. 1 Lat. Obs. | Var. all%. {Long. Chro.| Long. DR. Water Rem, E?[:zl True Bearings and Distance. Sli’:;:.:i:‘
- t . .
S. 557 WL a5 | Gall, Cape Lishurne, S. 8” E.
Carrac. | 6945 | 6942 35° 16633 | 16604 | 4,094 50 49 miles. | None.
: .
1 6 - South. West. 6 0. c. m.
2 6 - S.ly E.}E. T
3 l 5 ‘ 8 S.S.E. 1 igil:et fore, lower and main-topmast studding-
1+ 1 6 - S.5.E. 4 E. .
0 _ S.S.E.$ E " » » 300, 24 fms.; 22 fms.; 5, altered course to
5 B & S. E. by 8.; patent log, 26 miles; set port
6 3 5 main-topmast and top-gallant studding-sails.
: 5 5 5 30. observed Cape Lisburne, S. E. by E.;
: . 92977 5 45, altered course for ditto; observed three
8 | & - S.E.LyE. 4E. " » o, » 53 saill; 735, fired two guns as signals to boats
9 3 \ _ i i if in-shore.
1 s A ) ) ) R Expended 18 pr. F. C. cast; 2 in No.; in
; , 9 E ”» 2974 studding-sails; up courses; hove to; out
n oao - Hove to B . R 4 £9°18 cutter ; cutter proceeded on shore to search for
e . . i ” 56 ioformation.
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FRIDAY, 13 Avcust 1852, . Barometer.
w. " EMARKS.
H|K|T COURSES. WINDS. Thermometer. R S
1 - - - - - N. W. 3 b.c.m
2 A M.
- - Hove to.
3
4
5 1 _ W.2N. . " " 3 00, Cape Lisburne N. 1&° E.
6 2 7 3 00, boat returned unsuccessful. In cutter.
7 2 6 4 00, Filled and made sail on starboard tack.
1 1 .
8 1 ‘_‘:9 {;3 22 fms. mud.
9 1 8 Ww. 3 N. 2 2 3 50
10 1 - E.byN. 2 N. » " . » 22 fms. 10 30, Set port studding-sail.
_ 8
1 H 2972 22 fms. Leakage in 24 hours, 74 inches.
el - s |- - |- - -1 -1- - 57
Course and Lat. DR, Lat. Obs. | Var, alld. Long. Chro.| Loog. DR Water Rem. Daily True Bearings and Distance, No. on
Distance. Expend. Sick List.
Gall. Cape Lisburne, N. 46° E.,
Current, - - -] - - 35° - - - - 4,040 50 8 ur 10 miles. None.
1 - -
2 - - P. M.
- S.W. . Wy, 2 b.c .
3 1 N ¢ 8 00, Cape Lishurne N. 38°E.
4 - 5
5 - 5 21 fms.
- 5
6 = 9 2875 9 00, taken aback; braced up on port tack.
7 - - - - - Calm. - - - 61
6 ~ _ 10 00. fired signal guns for boats; expended
cast. 18 pr. I, (. one in No.
9 - -
10 1 _ 10 30, 32 fms. mud.
1 - - - - - Calro. 29466 idoi ; ¢
)00 Midpight, Cape Lisburne N. E. by N.
12 1 - S.wW. S. Ev. - - - 63
SATURDAY, 14 AvcusT 1852,
Barometer.
F w. REMARKS.
H.| K. | T. | COURSES. WINDS. Thermometer.
1 2 - S.W. S.8.E. 2 o.m
2 4 - - - - - - - 3 AL M.
3 4 5 Cape Licburue N, E. 1 E.
) 4 3 - - - - S. E. 4 » 2956 96 fms.
5 5 2 b - - - - - B - - o4 ! 25 fms.  Tn topgallant sails.
6 5 - .
7 00, up maipsail, and hove to on port tack.
7 4 -
28 fms.
8 - - Hove to
Ewmployed makiog sinnett.
9 - - Head S. 8. W.
28 fms.
10 - - Head S. S, W. S.E. 4 29-50
i kit 3 H
u _ - | Drifting 5 to the ) B o . . 56 Leakage in 24 hours, 3 inches.
porthward.
12 - - » » »
i i i . No.
C;;:i;:nzd Lat, DR. Lat. Obs. | Var. a4, | Long. DR. | Long. Chro.| Water Remw. Elx)pael:n):l. True Bearings and Distance Sic‘l)x ;.?st.
Gall Cape Prince of Wales,
Current. 68 35 N. 68 37 N. 35° 167 59 - - 3,990 50 S.2. W., 183 miles. None.

82,

Copied from ship’s Joz-book of Her Majesty’s Ship * Plover,” at Port Clarence, 19 August 1852,

Charles Frederick,

(signed)
Captain “ Awmpbitrite.”

Enclosure
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Proceedings of Enclosure 15, in No. 42.
g:epdt:;?cfharles RETURN of ProvisioNs on board Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Plover.”
Port Clarence, 20 August 1852,
SPECIES. QUANTITY. SPECIES. QUANTITY,
Bread - - - - - 24,952 Soap - - - - - 1,676
Wine (sick) - - - - 103 || Lime Juice - - - - 1,001
Rum - - - - - 667 Pemmican - - - - 1,761
Beef - - - - - 8,120 Preserved Vegetables - - 356
Pork - - - - -| 18,180 ’ Soups - - - 450
Pease - - - - - 621 Sour Krout - - - - 1,903
Oatmeal - - - - - 250 Mixed Pickles - - - 250
Flour - - - - - 4,110 Fresh Potatoes - - - 1,716
Suet - - - - - 990 »» Pumpkins - - - 135
Tea - - - - - 457 ,» Ontons - - - 79
Cocoa - - - - - 1,941 Dried Apples - - - 499
Sugar - - - - - 4,178 Potatoes in Molasses - - 320
Vil?egar - - - - - 108 Molasses - - - - 80
Preserved Meats - - - 9,501 Essence of Spruce - - - 6
Potatoes - - - - 2,379 Chili Beans - - - - 1,598
Pepper - - - - - 74 Salt, common - - - 240
Mustard - - - - 160 Live Hogs - - - - ‘5
Rice - - - - - 208 Porter - - - - - 795
Tobacco - - - - - 1,823 Tobacco (condition for barter) - 572
(signed) E. Jago,
Clerk in Charge.
Aproved,
(signed) Rochfort Maguire,
Commander Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Plover.”
No. 42a.
(No. 163.)
From the Secretary of the Admiralty to Rear-Admiral Moresby, c.s., Pacific.
Sir, Admiralty, 27 December 1852.
~Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty a letter from
Cap.tqin F.rederick of H.M.S. « Amphitrite,” dated 13th October Ilast,
detailing his proceedings in rendering assistance to H. M. S. “ Plover,” I am
commanded by their Lordships to desire that you will convey to that officer
their entire approval of his proceedings, acquainting him that my Lords con-
sider the service was satisfactorily performed.
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton.
Proposals of Proposavrs of Search for Sir John Franklin.
search for

Sir John Franklin.

No. 43.
Lerrer from Dr. Rae to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

o 36, Connaught-terrace, Edgeware-road,
Sir, _ ) ) 29 June 1852.
TuE deep interest which I in common with all others who have in any way

turned their attention to the subject, feel in the fate of Sir J ohn Franklin’s party
and in the safcty of those who have gone in zearch of it, will [ hope to somé
extent plead as an excuse for the liberty I take in now addr’essing you.

My attention has been called to the expediency of sending a boat expedition to
examin_e_ the west coast of Wollaston and Bank’s Lands, not that there is any
probability of finding traces of Sir John Franklin there, but because these lands,
or part of them, lie in the direct route that was to be followed by Captains’
Collinson and M‘Clure, in their progress castward from Belring's Straits.

The
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The portion of the Arctic coast referred to, is of great interest in several ways,
and it is very evident, that should Captain Kellett reach Melville Island, and
winter there with both his vessels, he can easily examine (aided as he is by
young, zealous and experienced officers and men, and with every other available
means for facilitating travelling, either on foot over ice or on the water with boats)
all the different lines of coast, to the distance of 300 or 400 miles from his winter
quarters, and of course the shores to which I have particularly alluded would not
escape attention ; but of all the expeditions that have attempted to push eastward
with vessels through Barrow Straits, that under Parry, the greatest of Arctic navi-
gators, has alone been able to get as fur as Melville Island, therefore, there is a
possibility that Captain Kellett, despite every effort on his part, may fail in reaching
his destination, and it is to provide against such a failure that the present c.\:pedirioi
is proposed. My object, however, is not to show why another expedition is neces-
sary, this I leave altogether to the superior judgment of others to decide; but
how it could most easily and speedily be cquipped, and what route it should take
to ensure the greatest certainty of success.

There are only two routes open to us, and the casiest and surest one of these by
which to reach Wollaston Sound from the coast of America is by Bear Lake and
the Coppermine River.  But to follow this course would be to involve the loss of
a whole year; a consideration of greater value than can be counterbalunced by
any advantages to be gained by adopting it.

The other route is that by the Mackenzie River, from its mouth castward alonge
the coast, as far as Point Tinney or Croker River, thence strike out to sca towards
Cape Baring or Wollaston Land, and then push northward.

To carry out this plan, all that is requisite are one or two officers and ten men,
with two light well-rigged hoats, resembling those nsed by me in 1%51.  The
boats could be built either at Fort Simpson, on the Mackenzie, or at Slave Lake.
The men can be engaged either at Red River, or perhaps at the trading posts  en
route,” as I would recommend that persons who have heen for some time aceus-
tomed to a Hudson’s Bay life be employed, iustcad of scnding men from this
country, as the expense would he less, and the men better fitted by experienee for
the duties they would be required to performi.

If Government officers are not appointed to commmand the expedition, there are
several in the Company’s service in the Mackenzie River district well fitted hy
great activity and expericnce in commanding men for this duty, and who, I
believe, would most readily voluntecr for this scrvice.

There being an ample stock of Government stores deposited at the posts on
the Mackenzie, no additional supply of provisions or clothing would he required
for the equipment of the party.

It would be unnecessary to engage the men hefore March next, but if obtained
at Red River, they should be forwarded to Cumberland Housc before the opening
of the navigation in spring, so as to avoid the possibility of detention Dy ice in
Lake Winepeg. TFrom Cumberland they can travel to the Mackenzie in a hoat or
canoe, as most convenient, and if met by no unusual detention, they may casily
reach the Arctic Sea before the end of July, which will allow ample time for the
completion of the proposed search, if the state of the ice is at all favourable.

As a precautionary measure, two men, with a small supply of ammunition, nets,
&ec. should be sent to the winter quarters at the north-east end of Bear Lake, to
collect provisions, so that the party from the coast might return by the Copper-
ming, if found more casy than going round by the Mackenzie.

I may add, that Mr. Anderson, the gentleman at present in charge of the
Mackenzie River district, is one of the most able and energetic officers in the Com-
pany’s service, and to him all the arrangements in equipping the expedition
effectively might be most safcly left.

In conclusion, let me observe, that in writing this letter, I am actuated by no
interested motives, either as regards the Hudson’s Bay Company or mys .  The
Company, although doubtlcss, always willing to aid Government in carrying out
their views when their assisfance can he of any service, are not, as far as I know,

particularly desirous that snch expeditions, although composed of their own
2 K people,

Proposals of
Search for
Sir John Frankli,

—
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people, should pass through their territories, becausc they always, more or less,
interfere with the regular business arrangements, and also cause the loss of the
fur hunts of many of the Indians in the neighbourhood of winter quarters. As
for myself, cven were | considered worthy of being placed in command_ of the
propo:qed expedition, | could not accept the charge, as I am already appointed to
a similar scrvice in another direction. _ .

May I beg that you will be pleased to lay this paper before my Lords Commis-
<ioners of the Admiralty, and should their Lordships think favourably of the
plan, no time should be lost in communicating with the a}lthorltles of the Hudson.’s
Bay Company, so that instructions may as soon as possible be sent to Mackenzie
River, in order that the requisite arrangements for boat-building, &e. may be
made,

I am, &c.
(signed) John Rae.

No. 44.
Lerrer from Commander Henry Trollope to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Royal Naval College, Portsmouth,
Sir, 30 September 1852.

I tis day wrote to you a letter on service, requesting you to lay before their
TLordships my anxious desire to be employed should any future search or assistance
be intended to be rendered to Captain Collinson’s expedition in Behring’s Straits,
Having understood that you take great interest in this subject, I beg leave to say,
that if it should be considered more practicable to send a steam vessel by the
channel between Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla, a project which from Mr. Peter-
mann’s data, I cannot but look upon as being more likely to succeed than any
route hitherto traversed, I should be gratified beyond measure by being employed
in that direction. Barentz, in the 16th century ; the voyage of some whalers in the
year 1750 ; the journies over the ice by Sir Edward Parry and Baron Wrangell, all
seem to point to this route as being both practicable and desirable. I cannot but
compare it to taking a battery in the rear, where the difficulties to be surmounted
will be found comparatively less. I trust their Lordships will consider my having
some knowledge of those regions, having been with Captain Kellett during three
voyages to Behring’s Straits, sufficient excuse for expressing the hope that I may
be employed should any future search be intended.

I have, &c.
(signed) Henry Trollope, Commander.
No. 45.

LerTER from Captain Erasmus Ommaney to his Grace the
Duke of Northumberland.

My Lord Duke, 40, Charing-cross, 28 October 1852.

HerewiTh 1 beg to submit a proposition to undertake an expedition for the
purpose of reaching the North Pole from Spitzbergen.

Since the last attempt made by Sir E. Parry in 1527, the introduction of steam

power into the navigation of the Arctic Seas, and the improved system of exploring
by travelling parties over the ice, so successfully carried out in "the recent expedi-
tion, of which I was second in command, has thrown entirely a new light upon
the means now available for making further discoveries in the "Arctic Seas. which
has again revived the spirit for further research into those unknown region’s.
_ To explore the North Pole appears to be an object which this country is bound
in honour to prosecute, and should be undertaken before other nations make the
attempt to acco_rnphsh it. ) French and' American officers have lately been acquiring
under our auspices cxperience in Arctic voyages, who will in all probability be
promptgd by their national ambition with the desire to surpass the deeds of our
great discoverer.

I have now the honour to offer my services to undertake such an expedition,
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The last attempt to reach the Pole was made during a summer voyage to Spitz-
bergen in 1827, consequently the travelling operations were undertaken at the
most unfavourable season, which has been clearly proved by subsequent expe-
rience. In order to embrace the most favourable season for ice travelling, I pro-
pose to make Spitzbergen the base of my operations, the expedition to consist of
a store-ship and two steam-vessels fitted with screws, having auxiliary power, the
former to be about 460 tons, as the depdt ; the whole to carry provision for three
years, and as much more as possible, which would be effected under the recent
improvements for concentrating food.

The expedition should sail early in the season for Spitzbergen, to gain a harhour
of security in the most northern position accessible. Having secured the depot ship,
and completed the steamers with provisions, if circumstances admitted, 1 would
advance with the steamers with a view to penetrate in a northerly direction if the
same season remained open, and with the intention of wintering 1n whatever posi-
tion I should attain, for the purpose of setting out for the Pole with travelling
parties very early in the spring.

Should I be so far favoured as to reach the 83d parallel for a winter position, it
is reasonable to suppose the Pole would be reached by travelling parties.

In the event of being unable to advance beyond Spitzhergen the first season,
I should still ‘be in a favourable position for making extensive searches in the

spring, by travelling towards the Pole, and on the return of the open season, pro-

secute the exploration with the steamers.

Should we fail in reaching the Pole, the expedition would add considerably to
our geographical knowledge of the Polar regions, a subject which occupies the
deepest interest amongst men of science and the civilized world generally, and by
wintering at Spitzbergen, many benefits would result from scientific observations
being conducted in that part of the globe.

We have evidence of many whalers and the early navigators having attained
the 81st parallel without obstruction from ice, and when Parry left Spitzbergen
in the autumn of 1827, there was a sea clear of ice to the northward ; it is on
record that a Russian has dwelt on Spitzhergen through 39 winters, who was of
opinion that four times out of six the island was to be circumnavigated. From
these facts it may be inferred, that through the medium of the aid of steam-power
(hitherto untried in that direction), the exploration of the Polar Sea lics within
our grasp.

There is also an opinion prevalent that the most advantageous passage to the
Polar Sea lies between Nova Zembla and Spitzbergen ; this direction might also
be explored by the same expedition, in the event of the travelling parties meeting
with the same obstacle which Parry encountered, though I am of opinion that
during the early part of the year the Polar ice is not in motion.

Such are my general views with regard to the advantages to be derived from
an expedition to Spitzbergen ; it is unnecessary here to enter upon the details of
the equipment, which my experience will enable me to provide for.

Should this undertaking meet with your favourable consideration and support,
I shall be prepared to make every sacrifice which may contribute to the success of
80 glorious an enterprize.

I have, &c.
(signed) Erasmus Ommaney, Captain.
No. 46.
LertER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Captain Oninaney.
Sir, Admiralty, 5 November 1852.

Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of
the 28th of last month, offering your services to conduct an expedition to the
Arctic Seas from Spitzbergen, I am commanded by their Lordships to acquaint
you, that my Lords have no intention of fitting out another Arctic expedition.

I am, &e.
(signed) Augustus Stafford.

82. K2 No. 47.

Proposals of
Search for
Sir Joha Franklin.




Proposals of
Search for
Sir John Franklin.

-6 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS.

/
No. 47.

Lerrer from Mr. W. Penny to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Sir, 102, Gregit Russell-street, 4 Novex‘nber 1852.

I nave the honour to request that you will lay before my Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty the following plans for brmgrmg to a successful conclusion the
search for Her Majesty’s ships * Erebus™ and Terror. '

By laying before you, my Lords, the Arctic chart, you will see that after all
that has been expended, Sir Edward Belcher has 01.11y now eptered upon t_he ,(,ioors
of search. My Lords will also sce that Her Majesty’s s}l}ps * Enterprise”” and
“ Investigator ® Jiave entered a drifting body of ice, a position that they }}ave no
chance of falling in with the missing voyagers, for if Franklin had_ been in such
a position, we should have had them in England long ago by his own beaten

ath.
d The search 1 have the honour to lay before your Lordships would be worthy of
England’s Admiralty, when they have such inducements to prompt them on.—
Humanitv, commercial wealth, and a geographi al problem that has defied these
three centuries, can be accomplished with the agent we have now at command--
steam screw power, ' )

1st. 1 have the honour to propose that two screw steamers of a light draft of
water, of 200 and 300 tons, he despatched in time to reach Behring’s Straits by
the middle of May. To take the Asiatic shore along until they pass through that
stroit formed hy Cape Yakan, and that land seen by Wrangell, and Her Majesty’s
ship * Herald.” In passing this strait the only difficulty of navigation exists;
this can be surmounted by heing early on the ground, taking advantage of the
land-ice passing along into the Arctic Basin, which, in the months of June,
July, Auwgnst and September, an extensive open sca and comparatively free from
ice, does exist even to the Pole itself; with these facts before your Lordships, you
can easily conceive the extensive scarch that could be accomplished in that vast
ocean in four months ; and who knows but on somec lone island in that trackless
ocean o remnant of the missing voyagers are looking to their country for aid.

2d. T would likewise urge upon your Lordships, that a small screw steamer,
such as the ** Lady Franklin®’ and tender * Sophia,” be despatched by the Nova
Zembla route by the end of April.  The valuable facts brought to bear upon this
route by the talented geographer, Mr. Petermann, must satisfy all unbiassed minds
of the practicability of the passage. When your Lordships consider the great com-
mercial advantages likely to ow from this route, and the benefit which your Lord-
ships would confer upon the country, if such a result as the American nation is now
reaping from the research of England’s officers in Behring’s Straits, and we have
every rcason to suppose so, as vessels going and returning from Archangel have
seen numbers of whales in that quarter. My Lords, 1 would further state,
that it is my conviction, that this searching squadron would meet at the islands
of New Siberia, and accomplish all this great search in one season. Should any
unforeseen casualty happen, they have the rivers of Asia to look for safety.

I heg, my Lords, to draw vour attention to the expedition now fitting out
by the American Government for Behring’s Straits; they will now, from the
experience given from England’s expedition, accomplish that passage.

I trust your Lordships will pardon any warmth of expression that may have
escaped me, and give my services a favourable consideration, which 1 have the
honour to tender your Lordships for either route.

I have, &ec.
(signed) W. Penny.

No. 18.

.. LeTTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Mr. W. Penny.
Sir, ) . Admiralty, 6 November 1852.

1 uave received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty
vour letter of the 4th instant, suggesting plans for bringing to a successful con-
clusion the search for Her Majesty’s ships * Erebus” and * Terror.”” and offering
vour services. ’

I am, &ec.

(signed)  Augustus Stafford.
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, No. 49.
Lerrer from Lieutenant W. H. Hooper to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Charles-street, Sydenham,
Sir, Monday, 15 November 1852.

Proposals of
Search for
Sir John [ranklin,

In November last, I had the honour of addressing my Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty, communicating a plan, and volunteering my services, for the
relief of Sir John Franklin and his companions. In May, a second letter (copy
enclosed) was forwarded, slightly altering the original sketch ; and I have now
the honour to request that you will be pleased, with reference to that letter, 6th
May 1852, to submit to their Lordships my desire to he employed in the manner
therein mentioned, or to proceed by the Mackenzie towards Banks Land (so
called) as attempted by Commander Pullen, with myself and party, in the summer
of 1850; either of which, the possible existence of a vast continent, part of which
may lie in Franklin’s supposed route, in the unexplored portions of the Polar
regions, may render of high importance, and which should be works of moderate
difficulty, as winter travelling, which I urged in my letter of the 15th November
1851, was performed by myself and comrades on the coast of Asia in 1849, and
has later been shown to be practicable in higher latitudes.

Should it please my Lords to despatch a steamer up Behring’s Straits, either as
a depot in the vicinity of East Cape (for the relief of Franklin’s, Collinson’s or
Belcher’s ships), near which Cape are several magnificent harbours, with a view
to communicate with Commander Maguire or otherwise, I have also to otfer myself
as a candidate for the honour of conducting her thither, and pray their Lordships
to receive with consideration my earnest desire to be employed on either of these
or any other expeditions it may please them to despatch in scarch of our absent
countrymen.

I have, &ec.
(signed) William Hulme Hooper,

Lieutenant, r. N.,

Late Her Majesty’s Ship « Plover,”
and Boat Expedition.

Enclosure in No. 49.

54, Devonshire-street, Portland-place,
Sir, 6 May 1852.

I ave the honour to request that you will be pleased to call the attention of the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty to my letter of the 15th November 1851, printed in the
Arctic Papers, wherein I proposed to conduct an overland expedition from the mouth of the
Coppermine River across to Vicloria Land, and for further search for the missing voyagers.
Dr. John Rae, of the honourable Hudson’s Bay Company’s service, having made extensive pro-
gress in the quarter I then proposed to visit, [ would venture to suggest an alteration of my
route, so that it may now embrace the western side of _\Vollas.ton I,Jand., upon which some
traces might be found of Sir J. Franklin’s party or of Captain Collinson’s ships. I also proposed
to take Highlanders or Orkney men in place of Esquimaux, and proceeding by York Factory
to Great Bear Lake, and thence down the Coppermine River, endeavour to obtain some
of the natives of the northern coast of America or of Wollaston Land, as guides and pro-
vision seekers. The Hudson’s Bay ship sails early in June for York Pactory, there is, there-
fore, little time to be lost, if their Lordships should be pleased to approve of my modified
proposition, which can be carried out at a very moderate expense, as all I should require
to take out would be a small light boat, a little pemmican and other trifles.

I have, &c.
(signed) William Hulme Hooper,
Lately serving in H. M. S.. « Plover,”
The Secretary of the Admiralty. - and Boat Expedition.

No. 50.

Reporr of Rear-Admiral Sir F. Beaufort upon Lieutenant Hooper’s Letter, dated
15th November 1852.

However desirable it would be to push forward an efficient party along the
western shores of Dr. Rae’s Islands, and thus to reach in reverse Banks Land
and Melville Island, that enterprise would be more prudently left to the agency

and energy of the Hudson’s Bay Company, but from all I have learned of Lieute-
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nant Hooper, it would appear that no hctt_cr officer could !)e sclectegl f(_)r the
command of the steam vessel, which I take it for granted their Lordships intend
to send carly next vear to Behring’s Straits, where, hesides the chanc_e of Frapklm’s
pirty, we know there are two of Her Majesty’s ships in very equivocal circum-

(signed) F. Beaufort.

No. 51.
Lerrer from Mr. Augustus Petermann to the Seeretary of the Admiralty.

London, 9, Charing-cross,
Sir, 29 November 1852,

At the request of Admiral Sir F. Beaufort, I made to him a communication on
the 23d of January last, relative to a plan of search after Sir John Franklin. My
ardent wish then ‘was, that the subject of this my plan should be properly and
thoroughly investigated by persons more competent than myself. I am not aware
that it has hitherto received that consideration which the importance of the subject
scems to demand, and I am therefore induced to request you will be pleased to
submit the following results, of more recent and extended researches and accu-
mulated knowledee, to the special notice of the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty. In the previous sketch of my plan, I confined myself entirely to the
subject of the missing expedition : on the present occasion, I have alluded also to
the advantages whicli would be likely to accrue in commercial and geographical
regards, should an expedition on my proposed plan be decided on.

The following paper was read and discussed at a meeting of the Royal Geogra-
phical Society on the sth instant, and a copy of it is submitted to you with the
sauction of the President, Sir Roderick I. Murchison :

“ Sir John Franklin, the Navigableness of the Spitzbergen Sea, and the Whale
Fisheries in the drctic Regions.”*

It 1s now nearly a year ago that I made public a plan of search after Sir John
Franklin. That plan was hascd on the supposition that Franklin had passed up
Wellington Channel, and as this supposition has been strongly confirmed by the
intelligence recently brought home by Mr. Kennedy, my plan has hecome of a
more dircct bearing on the subject, and I am consequently induced to submit
some factz connected with it, and hitherto disregarded or unknown, to the attention
of the public. The subject is not only of the greatest importance in the cause of
humamty, but also in a commercial point of view as regards the whale fishery, as
I shall hereafter show ; and as a geographical problem, 1t is one of the most inter-
esting that in our days remains to be solved. 1 shall first proceed to take a general
glance at the subject of the missing expedition as it stands at present. Sir E.
Belcher has been =o fortunate and successful as to find an unusually open season,
which hus allowed him to sail up Wellington Channel, and the search on the track
of the missing vesscls may he considered to have now actually commenced. It
must be borne in mind, thar it was in 1846 when Sir John Franklin sailed up that
water, and that wherever he may have been arrested, it has taken him six years, if
not lost in the interim, to reach that point. Considering the difficulties, the labour
and time required in the search for traces, even of such conspicuous objects as cairns
only erected last vear, as have been described in the recent despatches, one may
reasonably assume that it may take Sir E. Belcher not less than two or three years,
even unfler favourable circumstances, to obtain a satisfactory result in his search.
tai;ll hl(l ‘fé(iltzrtél?":) rli?x :T;St il\zive 'reached us from the ¢ Investigator.” under Cap-
been sticeveiul n the s 0 years, seems to suggest that that navigator has not

en successful in the region between Behring’s Straits and Banks’ Land, and my
opinion that Sir John Franklin would be found on the Asiatic side of the Polar
regions, scems to become more and more probable, I will take it then for
gfantsd that~ Sir John Franklin has been arrested somewhere opposite the

tI etrlldﬂ (f:'oast, ]rllosF probabl_y on the land which there is reason to think
S i 16 e e o Kol e e Now
and the two vessels. said to be Fr eid_le;“StOI‘y o the iccherg off Nveoundl'fmd
We know that the Greenland Seas ey would seem to find an explanation.
s, namely, that part of the Polar Ocean lyiog

between

N .
Paper read at the Meeting of the Royal Geographical Society, 8th November 1859,
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between Greenland and Spitzbergen, forms the outlet for that mighty current
which comes from the Siberian Sea; this current receives the waters of the
Siberian rivers, which drain an area of 4,200,000 square miles {exceeding that
of the whole of Europe by more than half a million), and impelled by such an
immense volume of water, it effectually clears the Asiatic shores every spring of
its ice and icebergs, which it carries far away to the south, into the Atlantic
Ocean, to a latitude corresponding to that of Lisbon. A current of such magni-
tude and force would easily drift away two vessels, on the breaking up of their
“ice cradle.” How sudden this might be, we have many instances in the history
of Arctic navigation; that of the four Russian sailors who spent six years in
Spitzbergen may be interesting to cite. Having approached East Spitzbergen to
within two English miles, the vessel to which these sailors belonged was
suddenly surrounded by ice; part of the crew were sent ashore to search for a
Russian hut; this they found, and passed the night in; early next morning
they hastened back, impatient to inform their comrades of their success,
when, on reaching the place of their landing, they perceived nothing but an
open sea, free from ice, which but a day before had covered the ocean—and the
ship they saw no more. In a similar manner Sir John Franklin may have lost
his vessels, and have been helplessly and miserably looking forward to relief
from directions hitherto entirely neglected. On the other hand, it is almost
impossible that the two vessels on the iceberg could have come from the head of
Baffin’s Bay without being perceived by the whalers or searching vessels, or
that the crews would not have made their way to some spot where we should
have heard of them ; but that point will, by this time, probably have beeu finally
settled by Captain Inglefield’s voyage.

The question remains to be considered, is Sir E. Belcher’s expedition to be
looked on as exhaustive? and are we to be kept in painful suspense about the
missing expedition for three or more years longer? Belchers, M<Clure’s, and
Inglefield’s expeditions only encompass one-third of the circumference of that
portion of the Polar regions where Sir John Franklin must have been arrested,
and the remainder of the region is at present altogether unprovided for. As this
is just the region where I, with many others, consider it as most probable that
Franklin has been arrested, and also where my proposed route of search is
directed to, I am desirous of again drawing attention to my plan.

As it has, however, been already published, [ do not intend to repeat anything
therein stated, but I merely wish to bring before this society some geographical
facts, interesting in themselves, irrespectively of their connexion with the
Franklin expedition. These facts relate to the Arctic Sea, directly to the north
of our own shores, surrounding Greenland, Spitzbergen and Novaya Zemlya,
the scene of the earliest exploits in Arctic discovery, and the scene of a once
very important and profitable whale-fishery. It is interesting to look back on
those times, when the whale fishery there was most flourishing, namely, in the
latter end of the 17th century; the Dutch then formed the settlement of
Smeerenberg on the northern coasts of Spitzbergen, all the houses of which were
brought ready prepared from Holland ; this was the grand rendezvous of the
whale fleets, and abounding during the busy season with good inns, and with
many of the conveniences and enjoyments of Amsterdam. It is particularly
mentioned, that the sailors were every morning supplied with what the Dutch-
men regarded as a great luxury, hot rolls for breakfast. Batavia under the
equator, and Smeerenberg about 10° from the Pole, were founded nearly at the
same period, and it was for a considerable time doubted whether the latter was
not the most important establishment. But the times have changed, the sea has
been abandoned by the whalers for more profitable regions; countries at one
time well known have become * terre incognite,” and the great sea between
Spitzbergen and Novaya Zemlya, the subject of this paper, has become the
source of curious fables and fanciful imaginations. The nomenclature of those
seas is s0 undecided, the names ““ Greenland Sea”’ and “ Spitzbergen Sea” are
so intermixed, that I cannot but think it would be desirable to give each of these
names their due locality, especially as the sea between Spitzbergen and Novaya
Zemlya has no name, and cannot be referred to, except by long parenthesis.
I therefore propose, in the following remarks, to call the sea between Green-
land and Spitzbergen the ¢ Greenland Sea,” as indeed it has generally been called,
and that between Spitzbergen and Novaya Zemlya the * Spitzbergen Sea.”

82. K 4 The
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The Spitzbergen Sca 1% by far.t].le widest,‘ mdegl the .on‘ly oceanic _((i)pem.ng
towards the North Pole and to tlu.» chief Polar regions. Una prm.za f'ac.'z]elcoz}s;] 1erathn
of that reason alone, I consider it to be t.he.cus}est zgnd most practicab ;o open-
ings for vesscls into the Polar regions ; 1t 13 likewise the ne.ares‘t al:i most acces-
sihle of all the openings to Burope.  Nevertheless, Arctic wrlllter:-‘an };geographers
generally have assumed an impenetrablq 1ce-ba¥'1'1er to stretch across EI‘ Et sea, and
they have pronounced it to be altogether 1mpr§1ct1cable for navigation. This assump-
tion I consider to be groundless, and as resting upon prejudice and Imagination.

In supporting my views on this point, I need not call to my aid the E!e-
ments of physical geography, nor shall I adduce important recent discoveries
mude by the Russians or others, as not generally known and appreciated, but I
will simply draw attention to certain facts, contained in ppbh:sh.ed works of ?he
highest authority, by English authors, well known, and Stll.l living ; facts which
appeal to the common scuse of cvery person, and can be easily understood.

Captain (now the Rev. Dr.) Scoresby, whose Worl§ on the Arctic regions is the
most able and comprehensive we possc:s, seems evidently at a lo,s’s what to say,
when referring to what I propose to call the  Spitzbergen S?q. He himself
never visited 1t, not having extended his voyages to the east of Spitzbergen. His
information, thercfore, ix not sufficiently prccife; still, from Wha.t he says directly
on the point under consideration, and repeats in one of the Parliamentary Papers
of this year (p. 161), we must conclude that he assumes the Spitzhergen Sea to
be locked up by an mmpenctrable ice-barrier.  Diligently as I have gone over
his work, I canuot find a tittle of c¢vidence adduced to prove the correc?ness of
such an assumption.  On the contrary, we read the following in p. 180 of Vol. IL.:
—* Some adventurous persons sailed to the east side of ..Spltzbergen, where
the current Lis a tendency, it is believed, to turn the ice against the shore ; yet
here finding the sca on some oceasions open, they attempted to prosecute the
[whale] fishery, and it seems with some success, a great whale fishery having been
made near Stans Forcland in the year 1700.” Surely, a sea where a great
whale fishery 7 was once carried on, cannot be locked up by an impenetrable ice-
barrier, and eannot be more difficult to navigation than Baffin’s Bay, or any
other seat of whale fishery.  As far, thercfore, as the evidence from  the high
authority of Captain Scoresby gocs, the Spitzbergen Sea is navigable.

Captain Becclicy, the editor of the Narrative of the Voyage of Buchan and
Franklin towards the North Pole, in like manner neither directly nor explicitly
states his opinion on the subject, but simply records the results of voyages in that
region ina conscientious and ciear manner, which cannot be too much commend‘ed.
This octavo volume: contains altogether a greater body of information respecting
the sea iinmediately round Spitzbergen, than any other work, and a careful perusal
of which is indisprnsable to those interested in” the subject under consideration.
It must be a matter of great surprise, that the information contained in that im-
portant work hus not led to an expedition Deing sent out in that direetion long
hefore this, quite irrespectively of the search after the missing vessels. On refer.
ring those interested in the matter to the work itself, I cannot, however, refrain
from citing one pussage from a communication of Mr. Crowe, British Consul at
Hammerfest, and estulisher and proprietor of a British settlement at Spitzhergen.
He says (see p. 319)—¢ Mr. Sharostin, an intelligent Russian, with whom [ have
frequently conversed, actually passed 39 winters on Spitzbergen, and resided there
for 15 ycurs without having once left the island. He declares, that during his
residence he invariably found the cousts free from ice for four, and sometimes for
five, months in cvery year. I am enabled to add, that my own vesscls have fre-
quently navigated the coasts from Ryke Yse’s Islands, the south-east extremity,
and that four times out of six thev might have circumnavigated Spitzhergen.”
I§ 1t possible that a more favourable prospect for the success of an Arctic expedi-
tion can be qﬁ'ered than ix contained in the preceding remarks ?  Where is there
another portion of the Polar region which is so near to our country, and which
could o ca-ily be navigated ? Spitzbergen reaches beyond 80° of latitude, and
forms the highest country in latitude vet reached in either hemisphere. But
where iz there another group of islands which could be circumnavigated in a like

manner ? -~ Compare it to the Parry group, though in latitude 75°, and the differ-
ence will be obvious.

In short, the assumeal difficulties in
and rest upou a prejudice, dating
Wood, in 1676, For this reason it is

the Spitzbergen Sea are groundless,
back to the voyage of Captain John
worth while to inquire a little into 1 cir-
cumstanees
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cumstances of that voyage. The question of the north-east passage had failed
to occupy attention for upwards of 60 years, when it was revived by various
reports and accounts, partly from Holland, but chiefly by the publication of a
paper in the “ Transactions of the Royal Society of London,” in 1675, in which
it was stated that a vessel had sailed several hundred leagues to the north-east of
Novaya Zemlya, and that the sea there was found free from ice. It was also
reported that some Dutch vessels had circumnavigated Spitzbergen, and that one
had even reached the latitude of 89°, and found the sea there quite hollow, and
free from any incumbrance. The subject found a zealous advocate in the person
of Captain John Wood, who advanced many specious reasons in support of his
opinion. The enterprise was now patronized by the Government, and Captain
Wood was sent out in the Speedwell.” <« The journal of Captain Wood,”
Sir J. Barrow observes, “is so meagre, that it is impossible to make out h’is
track.” He appears to have held for the coast of Nova Zembla, and had the
misfortune, when in sight of it, to run upon a rock and lose his vessel. He
was able, however, to return safely to England, when he discredits, in the
lump, all the former instances of having reached high northern latitudes, in
the following words: “So here the opinion of William Barentz was confuted,
and all the Dutch relations, which certainly are all forged, and abusive pamphlets,
as also the relations of our countrymen.”  This unjust way of dealing. however,
has met with the reprobation it deserves, by every writer on the subject. The
Honourable Daines Barrington says, ““In justice to the memories of both English
and Dutch navigators, I cannot but take notice of these very peremptory anid
ill-founded reflections made by Wood, and which seem to be dictated merely by
his disappointment in not being able to effect his discovery.” Captain Beechey
says (see p. 295), *“ The failure of this expedition is attributed by Wood to the
error in which he was led by following the opinion of poor Barentz, but in what
way, we are not told, nor can we casily imagine; for, if that worthy navigator
gave any opinion, it would certainly be against the probability of a passage by
the route pursued by Wood. Indeed Wood seems to have been greatly at a loss
for an excuse for his failure, as we find him accusing all the statements of both
Dutch and English as false, and asserting, in the most unaccountable manner,
that Nova Zembla was connected with Spitzbergen on the north, and with the
coast of Tartary on the south, notwithstanding it was well known that both its
extremities had been rounded on several occasions. In short, he seems to have
been determined, that as he could not effect the passage himsclf, he would create
an imaginary barrier which should deter any other person from renewing the
attempt. We cannot suppose that these unfounded assertions Lad much weight
in the minds of any sensible persons; but certain it is, that the ardour which
the subject formerly excited, appeared from that period entirely to subside.” Thus
far Captain Beechey. Captain Wood was indeed not a trustworthy man ; among
other things, he asserts, in his endeavour to represent those regions as gloomy as
possible, that Novaya Zemlya was covered with eternal snow and ice, and con-
tradicts himself in ancther place by saying, that the soil was thawed two feet
deep.

1Phe object of Captain Wood's statement cannot, perhaps, be more properly
and correctly interpreted than it has been by Captain Beechey, when he says
that Wood was determined * to create an imaginary barrier, which should deter
any other person from renewing the attempt.” Will it be believed, that the
interesting problem of the North-east passage was really given up, and has not
been revived even in the eras of the most enthusiastic Arctic enterprise! Can
it be for a moment credited, that the groundless and false assertions of that
unsuccessful navigator, seem ever since 1676 to have influenced the minds of
the most learned as well as the most practical men, in a degree so as to have led
them to consider that opening the only oceanic opening leading into the Arctic
Basin as impracticable! Can it be believed, that that *imaginary barrier ” is
even in these our enlightened days held up by some as a fact established beyond
doubt !

If such assumption be credited, then really no progress can be said to have
been made in our geography of those regions since Edrisi’s times, when the sea
to the north of Asia was pictured as ““ the sea of pitchy darkness,” full of horrors,
a fit companion picture to the ancient representation of the African desert, as
teeming with monsters of a most terrible description, which was also believed in
comiparatively recent times. When it is considered, that no ice whatever in that
w82, L region
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region is met with till Bear Island is reached, a distance of 1,500 miles from
Woolwich, and that thence to the 80th parallel, there is another distance of
only 500 miles, and that such a distance cou!d be performe(.i by a steamer in l.ess
than a fortnight, and at a most trifling cost, if compared with the millions which
have been spent in Arctic and 411ta1_‘ct1c’und.ertak1ngs; un(.l ’1f at su_c}.l tmt'lmg
risk a problem can be solved, which, xr{esp'ectlvely of Franklin’s expedition, is of
the highest geographical interest, and dlscow{erles wc_)uld probably be made of
great importance to the whale fishery ;—then, indeed, it must be looked on asa
disgrace in the history of Arctic navigation, that such a small .undertaklng. }.1as
not long since been accomplished. The very fact that no suitable expedition
has been sent out in that direction, and that never a fair attempt has been made
in any vessel or by any nation, to proceed northwards in that sea, ought to hav.re
stimulated to such an expedition. If only one of the 11 vessels engaged in
search of Sir John Franklin in the summer of 1850 in Baffin’s Bay and Laucaster
Sound alone, had been despatched in that direction, it would probably have
eclipsed in geographical discovery alone, all Polar expeditions as yet undertaken;
for the possibility of reaching the North Pole through the Spitzbergen Sea will
not now long remain a matter of doubt, or a desideratum.

I have mentioned that an expedition to the Spitzbergen Sea would be likely
to result in extending the whale fishery, and what I have already said on the
authority of Captain Scoresby supports my views on this point. The Greenland
Sea has been nearly what the whalers call “fished out;” but the whales in the
Spitzbergen Sea have scarcely as yet been disturbed, and that they might there
be found in numbers as great as they were formerly to be met with in the Green-
land Sca is little doubtful. Even in the open water to the south of the Spitz-
bergen Sca, whales have been frequently seen in recent times, on board of British
trading vesscls on their route to Archangel. Directly opposite or beyond the
Spitzbergen Sea, on the coasts of the New Siberian Islands, where the sea is
very deep, we know that black and white whales occur, and that ribs of whales
are frequently found on the land. Prodigious, indeed, must be the number of
whales 1n the Polar Basin, when their appearance at some of the outlets is con-
sidered: in Wellington Channel the number seen was great; to the north of
Behring’s Straits, still greater. We learn, from a paper printed by the Admiralty,
that there have been engaged in the American whale fishery about Behring’s
NStraits, during the last three years, at the rate of 150 vessels every year. ‘“All
our commerce with what is called ¢ the east,’” says the Secretary of the United
States’ Navy in that paper, “is not so valuable as the Behring’s Straits’ whale
fishery.” ¢ In the first two years, 1849 and 1850 (for which the statistics were
returned), more American seamen were engaged in that small district of the
ocean, than are employed in our whole navy at any one time. In these two
years the hardy mariners fished up from the bottom of the sea, and by their own
energy created and added to the national wealth, the value of more than 8,000,000
of dollars.”  Let the Americans only get the hint of another snug whaling corner
in the Aretic Seas, and they will not be slow in treating with contempt the fables
of the aforesaid ‘“ impenetrable ice-barrier.” Will the English allow themselves
to be anticipated, as they have been in the Behring’s Straits whale fisheries, in
the Spitzbergen Sea, which is only about half the distance from their ports as
that between Woolwich and New York ?
bo;ﬁ:détltzsigg(’l atsh zolggc;ggaphlfcal dllscove(l)‘ies. When Sir Edyvard Parry, in little
only ptaned ! b 1;1 ie of nearly 83° to the north of Spitzbergen, and when

. m to return, who will deny that that determined navi-
gatm}‘1 would easily have reached the North Pole, and planted the English colours
?;lm;rigglnete:ist;ni f);:l(it, lzgdkhe.had thehassistance of steam ? The whole of: that
of 530 ood bac{: gand 0%’1 :0 ts;xgmoln’c s from the River Thames to the latitude
how many }'ear’s how n)x’an Sv s 717h HOW o I‘OO’OOOL’ how.many Lives
on the Amerioa 107 Wh}; Y:::l‘le (; as 1}2 cost to attain only the latitude of 76°
the North Pole, through that wizl eny that an expedition now sent out towards
an experienced z,md detzrmined nae':pte mng, the Sp ltzbe?gen Sea, commanded by
and make other discoveries, im (::tba tO?, Wl(l)lﬂd noe oy xeach the North Pole,
geographical science, even in poriant in the cause of humanity, commerce and

gl ence, one single season ? The distance from Woolwich to
the North Pole is no further than from the same poi i
2 €T point to Disco Island, and the
extlent. of the ice voyage 1s 1n both cases about equal.
will not here enter into a discussion of the question which season would be

the
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the best for such an expedition as I have proposed ; and if there are any appre-
hensions that a better season than the summer could exist, let some other season
be chosen ; it does not materially affect my plan, inasmuch as greater success than
Sir Edward Parry attained at that season in his boats can surely be obtained with
steam. The expedition, in the event of finding a navigable sea, should strike
across the Polar Basin, in a direction towards the North Pole or Behring’s Straits.
If once the Arctic lands on the opposite side, namely, that of America, were
gained, great things would have already heen achieved, and the expedition would
then be In a most important position as respects the missing vessels.

Enough has been said to show the desrableness and importance of drawing
attention to the Spitzbergen Sea, as the great opening into the Polar Basin, in
respect to the cause of humanity, as well as of commerce or geography. At all
events, I cannot but think that, after what has been adduced in the preceding
remarks, the investigation of that sea will be considered a great geographical
desideratum ; and as such, I have heen desirous to bring this communication to
the notice of the Royal Geographical Society.

In addition to the preceding remarks, I beg to refer, for further information, to
my pamphlet, ¢ The Search for Franklin,” and letters on the subject of the whale
fisheries in the Spitzbergen Sea, published in the * Times™” of the Sth and 11th
instant.* Since that time, I have received v:irious interesting and important
communications from whale-fishing masters and others in the principal whaling
ports of the United Kingdom. In all these letters, a spirit of daring and undaunted
courage on the part of the seamen engaged in that pursuit is apparent, which
reflects most highly on the honour and glory of the great naval power of this
country. I beg to submit a few extracts from some of these communications :—

No. 1.—* The enclosed circular will show you the rising importance of the
Arctic fisheries. The value of the produce brought to Peterhend this and three
preceding years is little less than 190,000/, and next spring 27 vessels will sail
from hence for those seas. The ports to the north of this, from 7 to 10 ships.

“ We are proposing a memorial here to be signed by the shipowners, to be
presented to the Board of Trade, or the Lords of the Admiralty, praying them to
send out one or two vessels under the charge of competent officers, to survey those
coasts geographically and commercially, and offering to <cnd two or thirce expe-
rienced fishermen along with the vessels, to judge the prospects of a whale, seal,
and walrus fishery in those seas. 'The masters of our vesscls conclude that there
must be a large ocean of open water to the north, as a strong current continually
sets south at the time they were fishing, from end of Murch to end of August;
and if such a current did not exist, they would not venture amongst the ice, and
at times skirt the east coast of Greenland in cuse of being frozen in. If fixed, as
some of them more than once have been, they were drifted out along with the ice
in a S. and S. W. direction into open water.

“ More whales were captured at Greenland this year than have been for some
time past.

“ We quite agree with you, that the seas between Spitzbergen and Nova
Zembla have been too long neglected, both by our Government and these ci-
barked in the Arctic fisheries; and now, when the matter has been so clearly
brought into notice by you, surely in these rapidly progressing times such a
promising and important field of operations will not longer remain in obscurity.
It will be a disgrace to the British if they procrastinate, and allow the Americans
to lead the way; it must not be. Personally wec are ready to send one of our
vessels next spring to the Nova Zembla shores, if we can get another vessel to go.
in company ; but at the same time we expect the Government will despatch a

couple of screw steamers to survey coasts, and on the return, to publish a chart of

the same, for the guidance of future voyagers.”

No. 2.—¢ In the year 1845, I had the misfortune to have my ship stove, and,
in consequence, was obliged to seek a harbour of refuge in Spitzbergen to repair
my ship. It was about the 10th of May, and I was in lat. 79° 53’ N., long. 10° E. ;
It was an unsafe place, but I had no other alternative, and it answered my purpose.
The weather was remarkably fine at the time; it was quite evident to the north
of us there was a great deal of water, because there wus a strong swell in that

. direction.
“ 1 have

* Communications from Whaling Masters of Hull and Peterhead,

_—
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« [ have often thought the fish came from the sea between Spitzbergen ang
Nova Zembla, but dare not take the responsibility to clear up that point. I should
be sorry indced for another nation to take the cause up. =

« | have found, by experience, that the current in the Greenland Seas sets to
the southward at the rate of eight miles in 24 hours; in a hard gale from the N.E.
I have drifted 20 miles in 24 hours. Drift-wood is repeatedly found as far north
as 80°, some of it with the mark of the axe quite fresh upon it; indeed, on the
coast of Spitzbergen large quantities are found.”

No. 3.—¢ I think, sir, you have no occasion to be alarmed about. the Americans
trying that route, if we can only get encouragement from those.m power. For
my own part, [ trust I have still the honourable spirit of an Englishman, and am
not afraid of persevering to any part of the Polar Seas, although those seas may
have been overlooked for years. I found the floes to the east of Spitzbergen
quite different from the ice to the westward, it being only like Davis Straits floes,
about four or five feet thick.

¢ The masters of the Hammerfest sea-lorse vessels told me, that in September
all the ice was away, and nothing but clear water on the east side of Spitzbergen.
I helieve we might stop in Greenland much longer than we do; I have been until
the 9th September, but I do not see why we cannot continue as long as they do in
the straits. The sea-horse vessels remain about the Thousand Islands until the
latter part of September; and surely, with larger ships and more men, we might
stop longer than we do; but I suppose it has become an habit to return early, and
until that habit is broke, and full determination given to push north into the
north water, there will be very little lasting good done. There is, and has been,
for a number of years, a sea before us, offering us every success; all we masters
want is, for those who may employ us to say, ¢ Go, do your utmost in the above
scas in the scarch of whales, and above all, exert yourselves in endeavouring to
find traces of our missing countrymen.” Most of us, I doubt not, you would find
as determined as any American in existence.”

No. 4.—¢ About 10 years ago, two or three of our fleet went to try the fishing
between Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla, and when a short way to the N.E. of the
south end of the former, the weather became misty, and the ice, as far as they
went eastward, a solid pack ; but, from all that we can learn, they did not go any
distance castward, and therefore we do not in the least conclude that there is no
open sea passage can be found between the islands. The attempt was made in
July or August, and two of the masters are dead since. The month of July is
mmvariably misty at Greenland.”

I beg further to remark, that the return of Captain Inglefield, and the results
of his interesting voyage, have furnished many facts possessing an important
bearing on any searching expedition that may be sent out. Of the suggestion

which I ventured to express in my previous papers, the following seem to have
been confirmed by that voyage : —

L That Sir John Franklin has not been wrecked, and has not perished
in the northern part of Baffin’s Bay, or along its western shore.

2. ThaF the Polar Seas, even in very high latitudes, are perfectly navi-
gable during a certain period of the year.

3. That this period of navigableness in the comparatively high latitudes is
not in the middle of summer (when the seas through which access is to be
had are most incumbered with ice), but at the end of the summer season, Of

at its beginning, before the great ice-masses are dislodged from the coast, and
drifted southward.

4. That certain animals, fit for food, are more or less abundant even in
the highest latitudes.

Bearing thg preceding points in mind, and assuming that Sir J. Franklin has
gone up \Velllngton Cha}nnel, and there found before him a sea of considerable
extent, and navigable like that to the north of Baffin’s Bay, the question arises,
how s it poss_lble that nearly seven years have now passe(,i without Sir John
Franklin's hav_mg.r been‘ able to pass out of that sea into the sea situated to the
north of Behring's Straits, in the direction of either the American or the Siberian
shores ! The most feasible solution of this question that suggests itself to me, is,
that a tract of land may have hitherto prevented his progress in that region.

‘) here ;
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There are reasons for conjecturing that such a tract of land may extend from the Proposals of
and seen by Captain Kellett, to the north of Behring’s Straits, as far as the Searchfor
eastern coasts of Greenland, without a single opening. At all events it admits of Si*ohn Franklin.
scarcely any doubt, that the sea to the north of Baffin’s Bay can have no con- -
nexion with the Polar Basin, nor even with the sea beyond Wellington Channel,
but that it forms the true head of Baffin’s Bay, and is, in fact, a mere cul de sac
for those who would enter it in the hope of getting into the Polar Basin.

I venture to submit the following suggestions as to the mode in which an expe-
dition to the Spitzbergen Sea, if decided on, may be carried out.

Plan of an Expedition through the Spitzbergen Sea.

One or two screw steamers should be despatched in the latter end of February,
so as to arrive between Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla, not later than on the
1st March. In that month, there is reason to believe that the winds and currents
would still favour the progress of vessels pushing on to the north or north-east,
from that point. We find it recorded in the narrative of ¢ Barents’s Vovages,”
that after he had wintered on the north-eastern end of Nova Zembla, the state of the
weather and the openness of the sea caused him to say, on the 10th March 1597,
that if the ship had been loose, he would have ventured to set sail. With the
month of April, easterly winds and currents begin to prevail, the land ice of the
whole of the shores of Northern Asia then begins to break loose and drift away in
that direction. If the vessels should not have effected an entrance into the Polar
Basin (which is never entirely covered with a solid crust of ice) during March,
no better chance, I think, would occur in the four succeeding months, April,
May, June and July, as I believe the sea during those months to be most incum-
bered with the drifting masses of ice. August, September and October, would
again be more favourable for navigation, the sea having then hecome clear of ice,
and the weather upon the whole being, most probably, not so foggyv, rainy or
boisterous, as in the preceding months. If it were possible for a vesscl to enter
the Polar Basin early in the season, and arrive and sccure a favourable position on
its opposite side, in order to be in safety against the great masses of drift ice, in
the early part of the summer, she would possess a great advantage over a vessel
entering late in the season, in having the greater part of the summer before her
for the search, because, as soon as the opposite shore of the Polar Basin were
reached, the searching operations on land could be commenced.  As to the divec-
tion to be pursued from the starting point, namely, midway in the Spitzbergen
Sea (about 76° N. lat. and 40° E. long.), probably one direct towards
Behring’s Straits, if practicable, would be the best; on this route there is reason
to suppose a large expanse of ocean would be found, perhaps as far as
82° N. lat. and 160° E. long., and it would be in the direction to the region
where Sir John Franklin has most probably been arrested. Another route,
if more practicable, would be to the New Siberian Islands, the larger one of
which, Kotelnoi, has two excellent harbours, and the sea on their northern side is
very deep, in one place 175 fathoms being found 10 miles from the land. The
distance both ways, are only about 1,300 miles from the said starting point in a
straight line. "

The expedition should be in the Spitzbergen Sea, if necessary, from the
1st March to the 1st November, to waich for an opening.

Independently of the object which it is to be hoped might thus be attained, the
exploration of the sea under consideration, and the survey of Spitzhergen and
Novaya Zemlya, would be most important as a guidance to the whale-fishing
community ; and indeed the decision of the question, as to whether that sea is
suitable for a whale, seal, or walrus fishery, would alone be worth such an

expedition.
pe I have, &ec.

(signed) Augustus Petermann.

82, M2 Miscellaneous
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Cl‘““e“a':f:n‘fe Miscellaneous Correspondence.
orrespon .

P

No. 32.
LertEr from Captain Sir E. Belcher, c.B., to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Dear Sir 20 April 1x52.
¢ - ’ . 3 a
Tue cuclosed, from some anonymonus writer, Was_sent to the Admiralty for me.
It perfeetly coincides with my oft repeated question, What were the cairns
erected for* " )
Very faithfully your’s,
(signed) E. Belcher.

Sir., " London, 14 April 1852.

You are probably aware, that a report appeared in one of the newspapers some
months since, of Sir J. Franklin having mentioned his intention of not depositing
his records or despatches in a cairn itself, but at a distance of some 10 or 12
feet from it, with the direction of the deposit indicated by a finger-post erected on
the cxirn ; and further, that the officers of the late expedition were ignorant of this
intention.

This report is certainly supported by the fact, that although the cairn dis-
covered by the Iate expedition was thoroughly examined in itself, and underneath,
no tidings or memorial of Sir J. Franklin were discovered. A cairn and finger-
post were met with, but for what possible object could they have been erected,
except in connexion with a deposit of despatches or other records.  As a direc-
tion mark for any particular locality or route, one post alone would be useless,
and it is in the highest degree improbable that so experienced and distinguished
an officer s Sir J. Franklin, would depart from an anchorage so precipitately as
to be prevented from leaving some documents bchind him. There can be little
doubt that records are still in existence at the first winter quarters of Sir J.
Franklin's expedition, and a steamer should accompany you so far, to bring home
the accounts of a further search for tidings.

Your obedient Servant,
(signed) Inguirer.

No. 53.

Lerter from Mr. IV, Penny (late commanding Her Majesty's Discovery Vesscls
“ Lady Franklin™ and ¢ Sophia’”) to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

102, Great Russell-street,
Sir, 30 October 1852.

Wrrn reference to my interview with his Grace the Duke of Northumberland,
of whom I entreated that justice might be done to me, now that the despatches
recetved from Sir Edward Belcher have attested the truth of my expressed opinion
and oft-repeated assertion respecting the open water beyond the Wellington
Channel, 1 fecl sure that their Lordships will no longer withhold from me their
testimony  of their appreciations of my services; a testimonial having been
addressed to Captain Austin, on the 6th December 1851, by the late Board of
Admiralty, subsequent to the publication of the Report of the Arctic Committee,
with which their Lordships’ said letter was printed.

May I therefore request this act of justice at the hands of the Lords of the

Admiralty, for which I'left my home at Aberdeen, and sought my interview with
his Grace. I have, &e.

(signed) Wm. Penny.

No. 54.

LETTER from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Mr. W. Penny.
Sir, . . Admiralty, 1 November 1552.

I HavE received and laid before my Lords Commissioncrs of the Admiralty
your letter of .the 30th ultimo, and, in reply, I am commanded by their Lord-
ships tu acquaint you, that they have great satisfaction in conveying to you their

: entire
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entire concurrence in the opinion expressed by the late Arctic Committee (in their
Report, dated 20th November 1851) on your own conduct, and on that of the
officers and men employed under your orders during your search for Sir John
Fr%nklm and the officers and crew of Her Majesty’s ships “ Erebus” and
« Terror.”

My Lords further desire to express to you their thanks for your humane and
arduous exertions whilst engaged on that service.

I am, &ec.
(signed) A. Stafford.

No. 55.

’

Lerrer from Mr. 7V, Penny to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

102, Great Russell-street,
Sir, 2 November 1852.

I HavE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of their Lordships’ thanks of
this day, and beg you will convey to his Grace the Duke of Northumberland and
the present Board of Admiralty my sense of gratitude for that act of justice,
which could alone set my mind at rest upon a point of honour.

I have, &e.
(signed) IF'm. Penny.

No. 586.
LeriEr trom Mr. W. Herschel de Griesbach to the Secretary of the Admiralty.

Ottersherg, near Bremen,
Sir, 22 November 1852.

Freuivg satisfied that any circumstance tending towards the elucidation of the
fate or the present whereabouts of Sir John Franklin and his associates, will be
received with interest by my Lords of the Admiralty, I cannot resist the impulse
of acquainting them, through your medium, with the following :—

In a letter dated Tromsoe (in upwards of 694° N. lat.), in Finnland (properly
Finmark), 18th September 1852, it is stated that our Spitzbergmen (vessels,
not men) have returned, and all have had more or less success. It is a remark-
able fact, that a great many of the reindeer skins which they have brought with
them have cuts (slits) in their ears, although the reindeer of Spitzhergen live in
a perfect wild state. Hence it is concluded that these animals (those with slit
ears) may have separated from the tame deer of Nova Zembla, and procecded to
Spitzbergen across the ice.

How such a distance? This is barely possible, and altogether improbable.  But
how, provided these deer, with slits of long standing in their cars, and which
have clearly been cut with knives, did not proceed from Nova Zembla across the
ice to Spitzbergen ?

The answer to this query might, I would humbly submit, be, ¢ that precisely in
the same manner as the commander of a late expedition in search of the missing
ships caused a considerable number of Arctic foxes to be taken alive, and after
fastening printed bills or cards to various parts of their bodies and limbs, set them
again in freedom, for the obvious purpose of creating a chain of communication
with the parties sought after, provided any one single fox were caught or shot by
the party in question ;” thus making local animals the vehicle of communication
or correspondence ; so might Sir John Franklin, or any member or members of
his party, have availed themselves of the same local facility (merely substituting
the reindeer for the fox, and being, of course, without the possibility of using
printed cards or bills, or even written ones) of communicating to the world with-
out, that within the dreary, and in all probability ice-bound and pent-up fast-
nesses of Spitzbergen, there existed men in possession of knives, and endowed
with sufficient intelligence and means to catch or entrap the wildest animal of the
region involuntarily inhabited by them, alive, and then trusting to Providence for
the result, turning them loose in hope. .

82. M 3 * Again,
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Miscell Again, who shall say that Sir John Franklin, or one of his party, may not
Corl;rcs;;o:l’:iz(:‘ﬁ' actually have caught or shot one of the foxes befo_re alluded to, and.thus haYe
arrived at the very idea of making the animal creation a means of notice of their
existence within to the world without ¢ o
However this may ultimately prove, I leave all further investigation to the
wisdom of my Lords of the Admiralty, satisfied with having done my duty in
calling their attention to the subject, and merely adding, that, if necessary, the
authenticity of the fact communicated can he decidedly and satisfactorily esta-
blished.
Permit me to claim the precedence of this respectful communication.
I have, &c.
(signed) Wm. Herschel de Griesbach,
Late of British Service.

No. 57.
Lerrer from the Seerctiry of the Admiralty to Mr. W. H. de Griesbach.

Sir, Admiralty, 26 November 1852.
I'gave reccived and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty
your letter of the 22d instant, reporting that reindeer had been found in Spitz-
bergen with their cars slit with knives, and the probability of the same having
oeen done by some of the expedition under Sir J. Franklin.

I am, &ec.

(signed) A. Stafford.
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