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SIR JOSEPH BANKS, BART. 

PRESIDENT OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 

£ I R, 

A MIDST the doubt and apprebenjion which natu-

ralb attend an author on Jubmz'ttz'ng hz's pubNca

lions to th:' world, 1 have the pleafure of rejlecHng, that 

by your permijJion I prefix to the follo7VzOng Work the 

name of a Perfon eminentlY diflinguijhed in the literary 

world, and who, not fatisfied with theoretical know

ledge, has traverJed the globe in purJuit of ujeful fcience. 

This permiJlion, Sir, 1nufl flamp a value on the Work, 

end makes me lefs apprehenjive for its Juccefs. 

1 beg 

! -
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1 beg leave. to prejent my mofl grateful aclmow/edge 

1nents for this public tejN1Jl0ny of your favour; and am, 

With great reJPe8, 

SIR, 

11'our mofl obedient 

Humble Servant, 

George Dixon. 



I N T ROD U C T ION. 

I N the early periods of Navigation, it does not ieenl 
that the extenfion of Commerce was altogether the 

aim of the enterprizing Adventurer; and though gene
rally patronized by the reigning Powers, where thefe de
figns originated, yet, a thirfi after glory, and a boundlefs 
ambition of adding to the firength and extent of terri
tory, on one hand, or a rapacious defire of accu1l1ulating 
wealth, or, perhaps the falne of Inaking difcoveries, on 
the other, appear to have been the only objeCts in view. 

There cannot be a greater proof of the truth of this 
pofition, than the uniform behaviout of the Spaniards, in 
the whole courfe of their almofi unbounded acquifitions 
,of difcovery, conquefr, and wealth. The :!hocking barba
rities praCtin~d by theIn when they conquered what was 
then c8,lled the New World, cafi fueh an indelible fiain on 
th,t't period of their annals, as time ean never obliterate. 

1~o 
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To the honour of the Britijh N crtion be it faid, their 
conduCt has uniformly been the reverfe: whatever un-· 
known traCts of land they have explored; wherever they 
found inhabitants, their attention and humanity towards; 
them have unifonnly been fuch, as to gain their affeEHon,. 
and conciliate their fjJeem, infiead of exciting their refent-· 
ment, or incurring their hatred& ' 

Indeed, if we regard adventurers fi-Oln our own Coun-· 
try in a commercial point of view, even fo lately as the: 
latter part of the laft, or beginning of the pl-efent cen
tury, we fhall :find the generality of them little better 
than free-boaters; but on the other hand, were we to' 

take a retrofpeCtive view of the feveral voyages made 
immediately under the patronage of Government, during 
the fpace of the laft fifty years, we ihall not only find 
them fet on foot for the benefit of mankind in general, 
but that their endeavours to improve N avigatioh, and the
different Sciences conneCted therewith, nave been attend
ed with· the mofi brilliant fucce[s; and it is not eafy to: 

fay, whether that zeal for the general good which firfr 
projeCted thefe voyages, or the conflant willi to have the 
refult of them made univerfally public, FefleB:s the greateft 
luUre on their royal and munificent patrons. 
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Without entering into a particular enumeration of thefe 
Voyages here, which would be fuperRuous, let it fufEce 
to fay, that during the late Captain Cook's laft Voyage 
to the Pacific Ocean, . befides every fcientific advantage 
which Inight be derived from it, a new and inexhauftible 
Inine of ,vealth was laid open to future Navigators, by 
trading for furs of the moft valuable kind, on the North 
Weft Co aft of America. 

This difcovery, though obvioufly a {ource from whence: 
inlmenfe riches· might be expeCted, and cOlnmunicated, 
no doubt, to numbers in the year 178o, was not imme
diately attended to. The profecution of any effeCtual plan 
to carryon this novel undertaking, required not only 
patience and perfeverance, but a degree of fpirit and en
terprize which does not often· fall to the lot of individuals : 
however, in the Spring of I 785, a fet of Gentlemen pro
cured a Charter fronl the South Sea Company, (to whom 
the exclufive privilege of trading in the Northern Pacific 
Ocean belongs) for the fole right of carrying on this traffic 
to its utmoft extent; to facilitate which, two vefTels were 
immediately purchafed, and fitted out with all expedition, 
in order to proceed on a Voyage to the North Weft Coafl: 
of America, an account of which is the fubjea of the fol

lowing iheets. 
h So 

• 
IX: 



INTRODUCTION. 

So laudable a defire of embarking in this new channel 
of COlnmerce, naturally engaged the attention of the world 
in general, and the undertaking was approved of, and en
couraged by Gentlemen whofe nalnes alone were fuffi
cient to bring the Voyage into public notice. The Right 
Honourable Lord M ulgrave, Sir J ofeph Banks, and Mr:.' 
Rcfe, honoured us with a viiit on board; and with that de-
gree of goodnefs which ever difiinguiihes their charaaers~ 
fignified their approbation of the plan, and beft wifhes for~ 

its fuccefs. 

Thefe very flattering encouragements' were additional: 
inciucelnents for the Owners to profecute the undertaking
with vigour; and nothing was left unattempted, that could 
pollibly be thought of~ to render it fuccefsful. Whatever 
furs Inight be procured in our traffic on the American 
Coafi, were to be difpofed of in China, fubjeB: to the im
mediate controu! of the Eafi India Company's Supercar
goes, and in confequence of this confignment, both veiTels 
were to be freighted home Gn the Company's account. 

But pecuniary emolument did not altogether engrofs 
the attention of the Owners on this occafion; for in addi
tion to the provifions ufually allowed in Merchants fer
vice, (and of which the greatefi care was taken to procure 

the 
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'the very beft of every kind) ; plentiful frock of all the 
various antifcorbutics was laid in which could be thought 
of, as prefervatives to health. Thefe, and an unremitting 
attention to the rules obferved by Captain Cook, have, 
under Providence, been the means of preferving the 
health of the people, in every variety of climate; for dur
ing the prefent Voyage, which has been of more than 
three years continuance, the Queen Charlotte, out of 
thirty-three hands:, loil: only one perfon. 

Though a knowledge of this circumftance is of the ut-
~ moil: importance to all perfons who are engaged in a fea

faring life, and therefore can never be made too public, 
yet that alone ,would fcarcely have been thought a fufFi
cient inducement to publiih the following Work; but it 
is prefumed that the advantages which both Geography 
and Commerce will derive from this Voyage, are neither 
uninter.eil:ing or unimportant; fo that there perhaps will 
need no apol.()gy for laying the refult of it before the 
world. 

In order that the Reader may form a better idea of the 
advantages which may be derived from this publication, 
a brief recapitulation of what has been done by former 
Navigators on the American Coafi, and particularly what 

b 2 addition 
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addition we have made to the late Captain Cook's Difco

veries, together with a fuort account of the fur trade, Inay 

perhaps not be improper in this place. 

The Ruffian Navigator, Beering, feems to have been 
the firft who explored this inhoipitable co aft to the N orth
ward of King George's Sound: he is [aid to have fallen in 
with the land in 58 deg. 28 min. North latitude, and to 
have anchored in 59 deg. 18 min. Tfcherikow, in 1741,. 
anchored about the latitude 56 deg. 

That both thefe Navigators fell in with _the _American 
Coafi, is beyond a doubt; but in what fituation they made 
the land, or where they anchored, is by no means equally 
certain. The beft accounts we have of thefe Voyages 
are very inaccurate; and it fuould be remembered, that 
Navigation at that period of time was by no means: 
brought to the perfeCtion which it is in at prefent: add 
to this, the coafi in the fituation which Beering is faid to 
have anchored in, viz. 59 degrees 18 minutes North la
titude, trends nearly Eafi and Weft; fo that in the fi:ate 
Navigation was in at that time, a mifiake of fix or eight 
degrees in longitude might be eafily made; and there is; 
great reafon to fuppofe, that though this celebrated Navi
gator might be correCt in his latitude, yet the place he 

I aCtually 
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a8:uaIIy anchored in is much nearer Cook's River than is 
ufually laid down in the charts. 

But whilfi we lament the imperfeB: frate of Navigation, 
and the frill more imperfeCt accounts given to us of this 
famous Ruffian' s Voyages, which entirely prevent us' to 
fay what part of the coafr, at leaD: within our limits, 
he furveyed with any degree of precifion, it is no lefs 
incumbent on me to deteCt the fallacy of a more modern 
Navigator on the fame coaft. 

In the Journal of a Voyage to the North Wefr Coafi 
of America, by Don Francifco Antonio Maurelle, pub
lifhed by the Hon. Mr. Daines Barrington, after frating 
what they had already done, is the following pafTage :-.. -
" We now attempted to find out the Straight of Admiral 
Fonte, though as yet we had not difcovered the Archi
pelago of St. Lazarus, through which he is faid to have 
failed. With this intent we fearched every bay and re
cefs on the coafi, and failed round every head-land, fying
to in the night, that we might not lofe fight of this en
trance. After thefe pains taken, and being favoured by 
a North Well wind, it may be pronounced that no fuch 
Straights are to be found."'>!·~ 

Why 
til' See. Barrington's MifceIlanies, page S.oa'. 

XUl 
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"vvhy Maurelle ihould fo pofitively a:ffert a palpable 
'falfehood, it is not eafy to conceive. Indeed the incon
fiftency of this affertion may be eafily (een, if we confider 
it but for one moment; for if he aCtually had" jearched 
8,,-,'elY bay and recefs on the coajt, and Jailed round every 
bead-land, lying-to in the night," even with. the f.1.ir wind 
he fp~1.ks of, all this, I fay, could not poffibly have been 
done during twice the fpace of time he was on this part 
of thecoafi.But the difcovery of Queen Charlotte's 
Hhnds during the prefent Voyage, inconteftib-ly proves 
that Don Francifco Maurelle was never near the place 
which he boafis of having "looked for tOn vain." The 
lituation of thefe Hlands, viz. from 54 deg. 20 min. to 
5 I deg. 56 min. North latitude, and from I 30 to I 3 3 
deg. 30 Inin. Wefi longitude, evidently ihews that they 
are the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, and confequently 
near the Straight of De Fonte, though farther refearches 
mufi be made before any degree of credibility can be 
given to his pompous account of the place. 

However, if the Spaniards on this occajion could find 
no i:f1ands where they aaually exifi, at other times they 
have difcQvered land which we now :find to be imaginary. 
The i:f1ands Los Majos, La Mafo, and St. Maria la Gorta, 
laid down by Mr. Roberts, frOlU 18 deg. 30 min. to 28 

2 de~ 
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deg. North latitude, and fronl 135 deg. to 149 deg. 
Weft longitude, and copied by him frOln a Spanifh M.S. 
chart, were in vain looked for by us, and, to ufe Mau~ 
relle's words, " z"t may be pronounced that no Juch ljlands, 

are to be found;" fo that, their intention has uniformly 
heen to miflead rather than be of fervice to future Na,.
vlgators. 

To expatiate on the abfurdity, not to' call it by a" 
worfe name, of fuch condua, would be painful; let us 
then turn from- fo difagreeable a fubjea, and fay a few: 
words refpecring the Difcoveries of our immortal co un'"": 
tryman, the late Captain CQok. 

This celebrated Navigator fell in with the American 
Coaft in 44 deg. North latitude, but had no opportunity 
of coming to anchor till he arrived at N ootka, which he. 
named King George's Sound. It is fituated in 49 deg~ 
36 min. North latitude; and 126 deg: 42 Inin. 'V en: 
longitude~ , 

On leaving this harbour, he was prevented by bad wea
ther from keeping in with the coan/·< and did not again 

fee 

* At noon on the 28th Aprily I77?;, the latitude by obfervation was 

51 deg. I min. North; bng'tude 229 deg. 26 min. Earl:. r now fleered. 
North 
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fee the land till he was in the latitude of 55 deg. 20 

min. North. After this, Captain Cook had generally 
an opportunity of keeping the coafi a-board; he a[cer
tained the fituation of Cape Edgecumbe, difcovered 
Kaye's Hland, Prince Willialn's Sound, and Cook'~ Ri
ver, in which two laft mentioned places he came to an

chor. 

To fay that thefe different harbours are laid down with 
accuracy and precifion, would be unneceffary; it is fufIi
cient to obferve, . that they were furveyed by Captain Cook. 

It 
" 

N o'rth Weft by North, with a frefh gale at South South Eaft, and fair 
weather; but at nine in the evening it began again to blow hard and in 
fqualls, with rain. With fuch weather, and the wind between South 
South Eaft and South Weft, I continued the fame courfe till the 30th, at 
four in the morning, when I fleered North by Weft, in order to make 
the land. I regretted very much, indeed, that I could not do it fooner ; 
for this obvious reafon, that we were now palling the place where Geo
graphers have placed the pretended Straight of Admiral de Fonte. For 
my own part, I give no credit to [uch vague and improbable ftories, which 
carry their own confutation with them. N everthelefs, I was very defirous 
of keef'ing the American Coaft a-board, in order to clear up this point 
beyond difpute. But it would have been highly imprudent in me to 
have engaged with the land in weather fa exceeningly tempeftuous, or to 
have loft the advantage of a fair wind, by waiting for better weather. 
This fame day at noon we were in latitude 53 deg. 22 min. North; and 
longitude 225 deg. 14 min. Eaft. See Cook's Voyage to the Pacific 
Ocean, Vol. Ii. page 34$. 
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It is needlefs to trace this excellent Navigator's Difco
veries any farther to the Northward, as they are uncon
neaed with the prefent Voyage, and their importance is 
well known to the world; but it may be neceffary to 
obferve, that Captain Cook met with furs only in Cook's 
River, Prince Willialn's, and King George's Sounds, [0 

that thefe places were mofi likely to engage the attention 
of any perfons who ihould engage in that branch of com
merce_. 

Who the Gentlelnen were that firfi embarked in the 
fur-trade, is perhaps not generally known, though it is 
certain they were not hardy enough to fend veifels in 
that .employ direaly frOln England; for we find, that 
the firfi veifel which engaged in this new trade was fit
ted out from China: ihe was a brig of fixty tons, com
manded by a Captain Hanna, who left the Typa in April, 
1785. His defiination was for King George's Sound, 
where he arrived the following Augun. 

Soon after his arrival, the natives attempted to board 
his veffel in open day, but were repulfed with confide
rable flaughter: this affair fecured the friendihip of the 
Indians, for they afterwards traded quietly and peaceably. 
Captain Hanna is [aid to have procured a valuable cargo 

c of 

.. 
XVll 
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of furs, though the number hfl,s never been c mentioned.'~' 
He left Nootka the latter end of September, and arrived: 
at Macao the end of December of the fame year. The 
fame Gentleman failed again from Macao in May, 1786" 
in the Sea Otter, of one hundred and twenty tons, and: 
arrived at King George's Sound in Augufr... Th~ fuc
cefs he met with in this expedition was never made 
known, but no doubt it was greatly inferior to that /0£ 

his former voyage: he arrived at Macao in February" 

1787. 

The fnow Lark, Captain Peters, of two hundred and 
twenty tons and forty men, failed from Macao in July, 
1786. Captain Peters had orders to make the North 
Weft -Coafl:, by way of Kamfchatka, and was dire&ed tOI 
examine the Hlands to the Northward of Japan., He ar
rived at Kamfchatka the 20th. of Augufi, and left that 
place the: 18th of September., Accounts have unce been 
received, that this vetTel was loft on Copper Hland, and! 
that only two of the people- were faved .. 

I, 

In the beginning of 1786, the fnow Captain Cook" 
Qf three hundred tons, and the fnow Experiment, of one 

hundred 

;~, A particular account of the furs which have been colleCted on tr..e
NOIth Weft Coafi, will be g~ven' in the following Work __ 
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hundred tons, were fitted out frOln Bombay. Thefe vef
fels arrived at N ootka the end of June following; frOln 
thence they proceeded to Prince William's Sound. After 
fame fiay there, they left the coaft, and afterwards ar
rived fafe at lVlacao; but the quantity of furs they pro. 
cured is fuppofed tp have been very inconfiderable . 

. In the Spring of the fame year, 1786, two veffels were 
fitted out from Bengal, viz. the Nootka, of two hundred 
tons, Captain Meares, and the Sea Otter, of one hundred 
tons, Captain Tipping. 

Captain Meares failed from Bengal in March, and an 
account of his defiination is given in the following Work, 
as he was met with by us in Prince William's Sound. 

The Sea-Otter, Captain Tipping, left Calcutta a few 
days after the N ootka. Her defiination was for Prince 
William's So,:!nd, where fhe arrived in September, whilft 
the Captain Cook and the Experiment were there. She 
left the Sound the day after, fuppofed for Cook's River, 
but 'having never fince been heard of, there can be but 
little doubt of her being loft. 

c 2 The 



I N T R 0 D- U C T ION. 

rhe Im.perial Eagle, Captain Berkley, left Ofrend the
latter end of November,. 1786, and arrived at Nootka 

the beginning of June, 1787. Some account of his ex
pedition will be met with in the prefent Voyage. 

Having given a brief abi1:raa of the. different Voyages. 
which have hitherto been made to the North Weft Coaft 
of Alnerica, I. cannot help noticing an expedition tha~ 
was planned prior to any of them, and which, had it 
been carried into execution, mufi have proved exceed::
ingly advantageous to the Proprietors, and very proba::
bly would have entirely engrofTed this lucrative branch. 

\ of conlmerceo 

So early as 178 I, ,Villialu Bolls, Efq; fitted- out the. 
Cobenzell, an arn1ed :fhip of 700 tons, for the N orth
Wefi Coafl: of America. She was to have failed from 
Triefie (accompanied by a tender of forty-five tons) un .. 
der Imperial colours, and was equally fitted out for trade 
or difcovery: Inen of eminence in every departn1ent of 
fcience were engaged on board; all the Inaritime. Courts 
of Europe were written to, in order to fecur.e a. good re
ception for thefe veffels, at their refpeCtive ports, and. 
favourable anfwers. were returned; yet, after all, this, 
expedition, fo exceedingly prolnifing in every point on 
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view, was overturned by a fet of interefl:ed men, then in 
power at Vienna. 

This 1bort {ketch of what has yet been done in the fur 
trade, will ferve to ihew that the attention of every trader 
f'Or {kins on the Alnerican Coafi has been fixed on Cook's 
River, Nootka, and Prince William's Sound; but the 
rReader will find, on perufing this Voyage, that a greater 
quantity of furs may reafonably be expeEted in nlany 
parts of the' coail, than at the harbours jufi mentioned, 
and will not, I hope, accufe me of vanity in aiTerting, 
that a more fpirited undertaking was never fet on foot by 
individuals, on true commercial principleJ~ 

\Vhat additions we have 111ade to the difcoveries of 
Captain Cook, may eafily be feen, by cailing an eye on 
the annexed general chart. However, as the whole of 
it is not laid down from my own furvey, it will be but juf
tice for me to mention the different authorities frOln which 
I have taken the ren1aindeL 

From the Kodiac of Captain Cook, (which is the We[-
termofr part of the chart) to Whitfunday Bay, is the faine 
as publifhed from Captain Cook's furvey; from thence 
to Cape Douglas I have taken_ from the track of the fnow 

Nootka, 

. 
XXl 
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Nootka, Captain Meares, which chart was put into my 
hands by :r-r1r. Rofs, Chief Mate, and the track is marked 
with a dotted line. FrOIll Cape Doughs to Cook's Ri
ver, and as far to the Southward and Eafiward as Porf
lock's Harbour, is laid down from Captain Portlock's and 
my own furvey; and here we differ in feveral places fi-om 
the general Chart of Captain Cook. 

FrOlll Portlock's Harbour as far Southward as Beres
ford's Hle, is entirely laid down frOlll my own furv~y. 

The un{haded part of the chart, Jrom Woody Point 
round to Cape Cox, is taken from two charts which Mr. 
Cox very obligingly favoured me with; the one by Cap
tain Guife, Comillander of the fnow Experiment; the 
other by Captain Hanna, Comlnander of the [now Sea
Otter; and from Point Breakers South, is from a chart 
by Captain Berkley, Comillander of the Imperial Eagle. 

It yet remains for me to befpeak the c<indour and in-
, duigence of the reader, in perufing the following Work, 

as it was written by a perfon on board the Queen Char
lotte, who has been totally unufed to literary purfuits, and 
equally fo to a fea-faring life. However, to obviate any 
objection that might pollibly arife from his deficiency in 

I nautical 
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nautical knowledge, I have been particularly careful in 
correaing that part of the Work, and by way of Appen
dix, h3!ve given every thing of the kind which, in my opi
nion, can be any way interefiing to a feaman; as alfo a 
:!bort iketch of the few fubjects we have met with in 
Natural Hii1:ory, that are likely to engage the attention pf 
the curious; and I hope that a plain narrative of !a[Js, 

written at the tilne when the different occurrences hap~ 
pened, will prove interefirng, though deficient in fmooth
nefs of language, or elegance of compofition. 

G, D,. ~ 

XXIU 
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LETTER L 

DEAR HAMLEN, 

W HEN I took leave of thee at my departure from London, 
thou preffed me with all the warmth of friendfhip to 

fend thee not only a defcription of every country and place I might 
have an opportunity of feeing, but a minute account of every 
circumfL. .. nce (however trivial) that fhould occur during my naval 
peregrination. I fhall endeavour to fulfill thy requeft with the 
great eft pleafure, and that not only for thy amufement, but fot 
the employment of my own leifure hours. As thy nautical excur
iions (if I miftake not) never reached farther than Deptford or 
Black-wall, I am lefs apprehenfive of any blunders I may make in 
the u[e of terms relating to navigation, as it will not be in thy 
power to laugh at my expence; and I know thy generolity too wel1, 
to think thee capable of expofing my ignorance to the ridicule 

A of 
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of profeffional men. However, what I may fend, whether good 
or bad, will, I flatter myfelf, be acceptable to thee, if for no other 
reafon but that it comes from affuredly thine, 

GRAVESEND,l 

29th Auguft. S 

LET T E R II. 

DEAR HAMLEN, 

W. B. 

BEFORE I proceed to inform thee of any fea occurrences, it 
will be neceffary to mention a few previous particulars, for 

thy better information. Before I came on board, my idea of the_ 
Voyage was fo very imperfeet, that it was out of my power to give 
thee any notion of our deftination. I now can tell thee, that 
during the late Captain Cook's 1aft Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, 
it was found that it would be eafily practicable to eftabliili a valu
able Fur Trade on the American Coaft, and to difpofe of them to 
great advantage at China. Though this was fo long fince as the 
year 1780, yet the profecution of any Flan lay dormant till Spring 
laft, when a fet of gentlemen procured a charter from be Sou"h 
Sea Com pany, and were incorporated for the expre[s purpcfe of 
carrying on this trade to the beft advantage; to facilitate which, 
they purchafed two veffels, and got them ready for failing with 
all expedition. 

The 
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The larger ihip is called the King George, and commanded by 
Captain Portlock (who is commander in chief for the voyage) and 
the fmaller veiTel (which I am on board) the ~en Charlotte, 
cOlr..manded by Captain Dixon. 

Thefe gentlemen were appointed to the command of this expe
dition with peculiar propriety, not only as able navigators, but 
(having been this voyage with Captain Cook) they well knew what 
parts of the Continent were likely to afford us the beft trade; and 
could alfo form a tolerable idea of the temper and difpofition of 
~he natives: add to this, they are men of feeling and humanity, 
and pay the moft ftria attention to the health of their fhips com
panies, a circumftance of the utmoft confequence in a voyage of 
fuch length as this feems likely to be. Having premifed thus far, 
I {hall proceed to acquaint thee of every circumftance relating to 
the Voyage, but having an opportunity of forwarding this, I have 
only time to fay, that I am well and truly thine, 

GRAVESEND, 1 
29th Auguft. 

LET T E RIll. 

W. B. 

I GOT 011 board the Q£..een on Saturday evening the 27th 
. Auguft, and was received with great civility by my mefs-mates, 

who were the Firft, Second, and Third Mates, the Surgeon, and 
the 

3 
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the Captain's Clerk. The DoCtor (a young Scotchman of two' 
and twenty) very kindly e-xplained to me the. nature and reconomy 
of our mefs, and every other particular as far as time would permit~ 
When bed-time came on, I was in a fad dilemma, for my cot had 
been fent by mifrake on board the King George; but my friend 
the Doctor very kindly offered me part of his, which I accepted 
with reluctance, as I was fenfible it would greatly incommode him :.. 
however, we made tolerable :£hift. About midnight,.. the cot 
broke down, and my fituation was truly difagreeable; but I chafe 
to-bear it patiently, rather than difiurb my companion; but" the 
grey morn in ruiTet mantle clad" was never more wekome to any 
one, than the approach of this was to me~. 

The Iituation of life which I am now entering upon, being 
altogether new to me, I mufl: inform thee of the plan I have laid 
down for the regulation of my future condua; and I hope thou 
wilt join with me in thinking it the moft probable method of 
fecuring to myfelf a tolerable {hare of happinefs and tranquillity 
during my voyage. As I am a perfeCt ihanger to every perf on on 
board, and equally fo to the manners and cuftoms of a fea-faring 
life, I am determined to affimilate myfelf as much as poffible to 
both, or, as Chefierfield phrafes it, to be " All things to all men." 
This, I am afraid, will be no eafy tafk, but furely the objeCt in 
view is well worth any pains I can take to attain it. 

I know thee to be fo fond of charaEters, that thou art already 
impatient to h~ acquainted with thofe of my ihip-mates; but 
don't be too mr:ch in a hurry; at a future opportunity I perhaps 
may oblige thee with an attempt of the defcriptive kind. 

Our 
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Our pilot being come on board, and every thing being ready"" fOf 
failing, we weighed anchor on the 29th, at 9 o'clock in the morn
ing, and frood down the river for Gravefend. The profpeCt on 
each fide the rin:r, thou t 11 not [. enriched with gentlemen's feats, 
or pleafure grounds, as beyond Lundon the other way, is truly 
p]eafmg :- it afford's many exten 1 ~ yicws, which are agw:::ably 
variegated, and il1conteftibly pro:, tlBt Nature alone is often 
fuperior to the utrnoit refinements of Art. The wind and tide 
being in our favouf, we came to anchor at GJ avefend about two 
o'clock. Near this place is Tilbury Fort, the fight of which 
reminded me of G. A. Stevens's Politician, in hIS celebrated Lec
ture on Heads. After dinner, [ went with the Surgeon in one of 
our boats to Gravefend, to purcl1aie fome neceifaries for our mefs) 
and to gratify my cmiofity with a fight of the place: but I tan 
give thee no farther defcription of it, than that the iheets are 
narrow and dirty, and the inhabitants chiefly thofe who gain a. 
livelihood by employment either at fea, or on the rivero, 

Though we were got thus far, yet our voyage had like to have 
been greatly retarded, on the following aCCOUll t. The artlcle£ of 
agreement bemg read to the people this evening, they refJfed to 
fign them without a greater advance of vJages 'than is nfually 
given; but this Captain Portlock abfolutely refufed to com ply 
with) and after reafoning with them forne time, tLc> C:1C2.rfu~ly 

agreed to proceed on the voyage: thus, by the addrefs of Captain 
Portlock was this hiatus got over) which otherwife would have 
proved very difagreeable, ard poffi bly have loft us the feafon. 

On the 30th in the morning, the people of both £hips were paid 
what wages were due to them) t('ge:her w-ith a month's advance, 
which they prefently laid out in purchafing necdfJ.nes 01 the {lop

boats 
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) 72 s· 'b03.t;:; . that came along-fide us, and "V ho never fail to attend on 
~i the{:; occafiom, vv-ell knowing that a prope'r [ailor c::m never go to 

. fea with a fafe confcience, whiIr[ he has any money in his pocket. 
The tide ferving about eleven o'clock, we weighed anchor, and 
{tood for the Downs. The water now began to have a greeniih 
cail, and the fhip h~\,jng a good deal of motion, I began to feel 
myfelf rather lick, but it prefently went off, and I never felt any 
thing of it afterwards, which was rather extraordinary, as there 
are few frefh water failors who are not troubled with fea-ficknefs. 
The perfpeCtive might now be [aid to have rather a nautical ap
pearance, as our, difl:ance from ihme was confiderable, though we 
never loft fight of land. 

The day was agreeable 'and pleafant, and we came to anchor 
about eight o'clock in the evening (without any material occur
renee) near lVlargate, that place fo much frequented in the feafon 
by the wives and daughters of the better fort of London citizens., 
',who refort here for the purpofes of drinking fea-water, waihing 
away, the fmoke and dufi of London, aping the manners of people 
in high life, pulling to pieces the reputation of their neighbours, 
and carefully-concealing any flaws in their own. The wind being 
fair, we again weighed anchor early in the morning, and after a 
-pleafant day's fail,bEOl!ght to a-breaft of Deal in the evening., 

Thefituation of Deal 'ispIeafant enough, and particularIycon .. 
venient for the contraband trade, ,which is carried on here to a 
very great extent, on account of its vicinity to the Downs, and the 
'fheIter it affords for homeward-bound {hips. Add to this, the 
inhabitants are men 'of a mofi enterprizing and undaunted fpirit, 
defpifing all dangers, and will fiick at nothing to ,accomplifh any 
thing they undertake. Indeed no man can be a compleat fmuggler 
without thefe .charaeteriftics. 

The 
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The wind being againft us, we lay here all the 1ft of Septem-- 1785. 
b b . h . f h d f bI b ii· . September. er j ut m t e mormng 0 t e 2 ,a avoura e reeze pnngmg '-,--.J 

up, we weighed anchor, and made fail. The adjoining coaft feerns 
not to be in a high ftate of cultivation j yet at times it affords 
very agreeable profpecrs, particularly Dover; and its vicinity. I 
could not behold the Cafile without call>ng to mind that cele--
brated defcription of the profpeCt from it in our immortal Shake-
fpeare's King Lear. The day being pretty clear, we could plainly-
fee the Coafi of France, and were in full view of Albion's chalky 
cliffs, thofe objeCts fo pleafing to a failor, after a long voyage, and 
which I,ardently hope to have the fatisfaCtion of again beholding 
a few years hence. We had very little variety in our progre[s, tilf 
the 5th, when a very heavy gale of wind fprung up, and our veifc1 
was toifed about at the mercy of the winds and waves. Every 
thing now was hurry and diforder j and the creak~ng of the ihip's 
timbers, the noife of the people on .deck running backwards and' 
forwards, and _ the _ howling of the winds amongft the ma1ts and 
yards added to the general confullon. 

During this [cene, I kept below in the fteerage, in a fitu~ 

ation; not very agreeable thou mayefi be fure: indeed had I 
given way to the firfi impulfes of fear, I fhould have been more 
dead than alive ;- but I had recollection enough to rcReel, thai: our 
Firft and Second Mates were experietlced :E'amen, and that if 
we were in any imminent danger, I ihoulcl know it by their 
countenances, which were the barometer by which I regnlated 
my feelint;s ; and this prudent ~ep a gord deal lcfiened my 
anxiety, fr>,' I learned frOL-:1 their difcom[c that they did not 

apprehenrl :--::~ great danger, except from a lee :!hare, and we 
had day-light in our ravour, and at a conuderable til n-ance fl em 

land. Towards the evening the llorm abated, which eafed 11".y 

apprehenfions, and I ventured on deck j but, good God! il0',\' \vas 
1 am::zed 
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I amazed to fee the fea roHing in billows mountains high, and 
roaring in a moil tremendous manner, every wave fufficient to 
fwallow up our little vdfel. 

The next day the waters had recovered their ufua~ ferenity, and 
-all Nature feemed to be as it were renovated. How forcible is 
that fimile of the good old Patriarch, when defcribing the fickle
nefs of his fan: cc He ihall be (fays he) unftable as water." 
Thou wilt forgive me thefe \trifling digreffions; when they rife to 
the end of my pen, (if I may be allowed the expreffion) I never 
check them; and thou, perhaps, wilt like them better than the 
mofi: frudied paragraphs. • 

My letter feems fwelled to an unreafonable length, therefore I 
fhall only obferve at prefent, that we came to anchor at this place 
on the 8th in the afternoon, after a vf:,ry agreeable day's fail. 
Thou mayeft expect a further continuation the firft opportunity. 
Thine, &c. 

SPITHEAD, 1 
9th September. S 

LET T E R IV~ 

w. B. 

THI~ place is. fituated .betwixt Portfmouth and the HIe of 
WIght, a.nd IS about eIght or ten miles over. It is only a 

harbour for vefiels that drop in Dccafionally, or fuch of his Ma-

jeily's 
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jefry's {hips as are deftined for immediate fervice. The place for 1785. 

k September. veifels that are laid up, or repairing, being up a narrow cree ) ~ 
which divides Portfmouth from Gofport. 

One of the £irfr objects that prefented itfelf to my view, on our 
firft coming to anchor~ was the mafts of the Royal George, which 
fuip, thou mayeft remember, went to the bottom a few years ago. 
It is a melancholy reflection, that near fifteen hundred poor fouls 
fuould periili. in a moment, many of whom were of the firft families. 
There are a number of line of battle lhips at anchor here, the fight 
of which is quite a novelty to me; but that which renders the 
profpeCt from hence completely charming, is the beautiful land
fcape which the HIe of Wight affords. Nothing in Nature can 
prefent a more delectable appearance, than the enchanting verdure 
of its fields and meadows. I can fay nothing of its infulated 
appearance, but am told, 'lhat it is at Ie aft equal to the coafr; if 
fo, it muft be a moil: defirable refidence for thofe who are fond of 
a country retirement. 

Spithead is a moil: excellent market for the farmer to difpofe of 
his various produce, the number of lhips conftantly lying here 
confuming more than they can poffibly furniili them with, and 
for which they in general obtain good prices, (particularly in time 
of war) though we laid in both live frock and other necefiaries for 
our mefs very rea[onable, fuch as hogs, geefe, fowls, rabbits, ducks, 
and hams; chee[e, butter, onions, potatoes, &c. &c. 

-
Amongft the men of war at anchor here, is the Goliah, of 74-

guns, Captain Sir Hyde Parker. Mr. Lauder, (our SurgeoIl) had 
been Surgeon's Mate on board her, and having a numba of ac
quaintance there, he very kindly invited me to go on board along 

B with 
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with him. Thou mayeO: be {ure that I was greatly pleated with 
fuch an opportunity of gratifying my curiofity, and readily accepted 
his invitation. We were on board feveral hours, but I am too 
great a novice in fea matters to give thee any tolerable defcription 
of a man of war: indeed I had it not in my power, if I had ahility~ 
for, being an abfolute {hanger to every body, (the DoCtor totally 
engroifed by his old fhip-mates) I could not with propriety aik 
any particular quefiions. Thus far I can tell thee, that the decks, 
and indeed every paffage and gangway, are kept as neat and 
clean as a good country houfewife would her trenchers: they 
have not near fo many people on board as in time of war, but 
even then, I am told they are equally attentive in regard to clean
linefs. This, I believe, was far from being the cafe formerly, tin 
abfolute neceffity convinced them of its utility. In abfolute 
governments one, perhaps, might fee inferior ranks of people kept 
in due fubordination, though an Englifhman can ill brook it; 
liberty and freedom being with him innate principles;. but the: 
Captain of a man of waris, I underftand, more abfolute than the 
moft defpotic monarch. Prudence may, fometimes, make this 
exertion of power neceffary, as a man of war, (like a common 
fewer) is the receptacle for the moft profligate and abandoned of 
mgnkind. We dined on board, along with upwards of twenty 
Midihipmen, DoCtor's Mates, &c. and every thing was conducted 
with the utmoft regularity and decorum, accompanied with a 
politenefs which I was far from expecting at fea, and which, I 
believe, is not always the cafe; harmony and decorum, nay, com
mon decency, being pretty often kicked out of doors. In regard: 
to Portfmouth I can fay but little, being there only a few hours. 
I am told it is the heft fortified of any place in the kingdom, and I 
am apt to believe it. Exc1ufive of the dock-yard, and other pub
lic works carried on here, the town is inconfiderable, though it is 

the 
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the largeft in this part of the country. In time of war, the people J785. 
. f b . r September. at mns, and places 0 pu hc relort, are particularly exorbitant 1..--. -J. 

in their charges, finding, I fuppofe, that proverb verified, that 
" Sailors get their money like horfes, and fpend it like affes." This, 
ho",ever, is not always the cafe, for I fupped and fpent a very con-
vivial evening with our Firft Mate, and a relation of Captain 
Dixon's, at the Star and Garter, which is reckoned one of the 
deareft houfes, and we found every accommodation excellent, and 
their charges very moderate. Here are a number of Jews, who 
principally live in one ftreet, called Jews-ftreet, and a great many 
proftitutes of the loweft clafs, who always have a plentiful harveft 
in time of war, from the wages and prize-money of unwary, 
failors. 

Our bufinefs at this place (fueh as filling up our water, pro~ 
curing fhip's flores, &c.) being compleated, we fhall fail from 
hence the firft fair wind; but thou mayeft expeCt a continuation 
from Guernfey, at which place we ihall touch. Adieu, thine, &c. 

!)PITHEAD, l 
Hth Sept. 5 

LET T E R V. 

W. B. 

A GREEABLE to my promife, I now fit down to give thee 
a continuation of our progrefs, though it blows fo very 

hard, and the £hip has fo much motion, (notwithftanding our 
being at double anchor) that I fcarce1y ,an write intelligibly. We 

B ~ left 
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ieft Spithead on the 16th inft. at eight o'clock in the morning, and 
paffed by St. Helen's at eleven; but the wind proving contrary, 
and the weather wet and hazy, we returned to St. Helen's Road, 
and came to anchor there in the evening. At feven the next 
morning we weighed, and made fail. The weather during this, 
and the two following days, was moderate, and the winds variable. 
{)n board the King George were feveralladies, who were going to 
Guernfey on a jaunt of pleafure; and a cutter, from Gorport,' 
belonging to our owners, accompanied us for the purpofe of bring
ing them back. On the 19th, in the evening, we were at anchor 
with what is called the kedge, (which is one of the fmall anchors) 
and the cutter was moored to our frern with a ftout rope; but 
though the weather was very moderate, the tide run fa thong, 
that the rope prefently broke, and the cutter ran adrift: the fluke 
.of our anchor was likewife carried away; this, however, was 
attended with no great inconveniency. _ Though I am fa young a 
failor, yet I had already been in forne danger, as thou mayeft recol
lea when we had a heavy gale of wind off Beachy; and I was 
again defl:ined to be in a much worfe fituation, from quite a con
trary caufe, viz. a calm. This, to one like thee, will feem a 
paradox, as you people 7.RJho .1Zever fa7.RJ fait water mufr needs think it 
the beft weather when the fry is clear, and the water fmooth. On 
the 20th, in the afternoon, we faw the Caiketts, which are a heap 
.of rocks, fa called by failors, on account, 1 fuppofe, of their like
nefs. Thefe rocks have been, perhaps, more fatal to mariners, 
than ever were the famed Scylla and Charibdis of the ancients. 
"The tide drifted us right upon them: we were quite becalmed, fo 
that our veifel was unmanageable; and at eight in tl"e evening, 
they were within little more than a mile of us : we had founding.s 
indeed in eighteen or twenty fathom water> but the bottom was 
nothipg but {harp rocks" fo that had we been reduced to the necef-

fity 
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fity of letting go our anchor; there was fcarcely a pollibility of 1785, 
. d' 1".' b "1 k 1 'd d d September. Its omg US any lerV:lCe ; ut at nme 0 c oc t le t1 e turne ,an ~ 
all our apprehenfions were quickly over. This circumfi:ance will 
at once thew thee, that calms, when near land, are oft times more 
dangerous than violent gales of wind. 

On the 2 dr, about one o'clock, our owners brought us a pilot 
()11 board (the harbour of Guernfey being right a-head of us) to 
take us in; and it was rather a laughablecircumftance, that the 
man pretended he could not fpeak any Englifu, and we had nobody 
,on board who undel'ftood French; but we fOOl~ found Monfieur 
knew fomethingof Englifh, when he underftood, that if he was 
ignorant of our language, we muft provide ourfelves with another 
pilot~ 

We came to anchor in Guernfey' Road about fix o'clock in the 
evening, the weather wet and hazy. Thou wilt expeCt me to fay
iOmething about this place, and I !hall give thee every information' 
in my power with the greateft pleafure, though my account wilt 
be much mare circumfcribed than I could willi; notwithfranding 
this, thou mayeft be affured, that for the fake of fwtlling--my nar
rative, I never will forfake the regions of truth, or <pverleap the 
bounds of probability. On a rock entirely furrounded by water, 
aboutthree guarters>of a mile from the town, frands the Caftle, but 
its appearance has nothing of that Gothic cafr, which edifices of tha~ 
kind generally have.; it is exceeding low, and I fancy very ancient; 
the greater part having been recen tlY1 repaii ed, 'which makes it look: 
like a piece of patch-work. It is defended by a number of guns; 
.and a guard of [oldiers ; but what quaRtityof each I cannot in
form thee. h is likewife the prifon for all the iiland, either in 
lGivil~ or .crimin~l cafes, The. only thing to re.commelld the Road 

\ . where, 
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where we lay, as a place for {hips to anchor in is, its excellent 
bottom; in other refpeas, the fituation is very bad, being very 
much expofed to the winds; but the inhabitants have an excellent 
place clofe to the town, for their own veffels to lay in, well fecured 
againfc any violent wind or weather whatfoever. Guernfey is 
'fituated on the fide of a pretty il:eep hill, with a {tony, or rather 
rocky bottom: it confifts of feveral il:reets, which are dark, nar
row, and inconvenient, but always clean, not only on account of 
their hard bottom, but alfo their declivity; fo_that any dirt ot 
filth is always wa{hed away by the laft ihower of rain. 

The houfes in general are built of a coarfe kind of free-ftone~ 
and feldom appear commodious, but never elegant: indeed con
venience alone feems to have been principally attended to, even ill 
the moil: modern ones. The iiland, I believe, is not very populous~ 
and moil: of the inhabitants are brought up to a fea-faring life; 
fo that the place, not affording every neceffary of life in plenty ~ 
may, perhaps, be owing to proper want of cultivation, more than 
its natural fterility. This inconvenience is little felt, as the Guern
fey cruifers being always on the coaft of England, (whofe fertile 
plains fo amply reward the careful farmer's toil) bring back every 
thing they want at a cheap rate. 

The merchants who refide at Guernfey are pretty numerous~ 
and fome of them confiderable. In time of war, they fit out a 
number of privateers, and, in general, are pretty fuccefsful; but I 
am inclined to think, that a love of gain prompts them to thefe 
undertakings more than love of their country. In regard to their 
trade, it is chiefly of the contraband kind, and that on a very exten
five plan, not being confined to their neighbours, the French alone, 
but extending to Spain, Portugal) and the Streights. In their reli-

gIOll 
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gion, (which is the Church of England) they are, I am t01d, very 1785. 
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bath: this thou wilt fay but ill agrees with their living in con-
flant violation of laws both divine and human. I am rather of 
the fame opinion; but I endeavour to reconcile thefe contradictions, 
by fuppofing that the text of fcripture about (( rendering unto 
Crefar, &c." is left out of their edition of the bible; and that 
liberty, property, and no excife, is the fundamental axiom of their 
Magna Charta. One benefit which they reap from their encoun-
ters with the myrmidons from the Engliih cufl:oms is, that know-
ing they are acting contrary to law, their men become totally:al-
lOllS to the feelings of humanity, and being thus entirely divef'red 
of the milk of human kindnefs, they fight like devils; and this' 
may, in a great meafure, account for the great fuccefs the Guernfey 
privateers generally meet with. Wines, brandy, &c. &c. are the 
principal commodities they traffick in. Thefe articles, thou well 
knoweft, pay heavy duties in England, therefore are beft worth, 
their attention. Till lately the article of tea was a kind of ftaple
commodity here, but Mr. Pitt's late bill having fo greatly lowered 
the duties, it is no longer an objeCt worth their attention. What 
few women I faw were very ordinary; indeed it was no eafy mat-
ter to tell what complexion they were of, fo liberally were they 
bedaubed with paint and powder. Their language feerns to be a -
mixture of had French, with a provincial dialeCt, which renders it 
unintelligible jargon to every body but thernfe1ves ; however, the' 
greater part of the people in town fpeak pretty good Engliili .. 
Our principal bufineis here was to take fome articles from the-
King George on board our veifel, and to lay in a ftockof.1iquor 
for the people during the voyage, both which .are compleated, and' 
we only wait for a fair wind to wtigh anchor, and proceed on out' 
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voyage.---Heigh-ho---I cannot help fighing to think what a dif ... 
tance I Dlall loon be from----but a truce with all melancholy 
reflec1ious, and whilft I exift, believe me to be, &c. 

GUERNSEY, I 
.:?5th September. ! 

LET T E R VI. 

W. B. 

A T the conclufion of my laft I informed thee, that we only 
_ waited for a fair wind to leave Guernfey, which fortunately 

happened the next day, (viz. the 26th September) when we weighed 
and made fail. On the 27th, we faw feven inands, at about feven 
leagues diftance. .on the 28th, faIt provifions were ferved out to 
the {hip's company. I already forefee, that in fulfilling thy 
requeft of mentioning every occurrence, I {hall make my letters 
nothing but a dull repetition of tirefome and uninterefting circum
fiances. Here methinks I fee thee make a full ftop, and with a 
fmile, mutter to thyfelf, " What the devil does the fellow mean ? 
He furely has not the vanity to think that the beft of his letters 
are any thing elfe than a heap of dull, tedious ftuff?" Well, if 
this is thy opinion, I moft cordially agree with thee: however, 
were my abilities gxeater, it would be out of my power to avoid 
tautology at all times. On the 30th, grog was ferved out, which 
made all hands look briik and chearful : thonart not to imagine 
that I include ollr mefs in this obfervation, as we had a plentiful 
frock of our own, independent of the {hip's allowance. We had 
a ihong gale of wind fince our leaving Guerniey: tlus I was 

2 familiar 
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familiar to. Before I mention a circumfrance that happened on 
·Sunday the 2d of October, I mufl: infOl"m thee that we keep the 
Sabbath day in a decent and orderly manner: all hands appearing 
as the Spectator fays of country villages on the fame occafion, 
" with their clean eft looks and beft cloaths, clearing away the ruft 
of the week," and employ themfelves in reading good books, no 
duty being carried on that can be avoided. 

On the 2d, about noon, one of the people faw fomething at a 
diftance, floating on the water; this immediately excited every 
<me's curiofity, and we wifhed to have a nearer view of it, but 
having little or rio wind, the {hip would not obey the helm: we 
prepared to hoift out our boat, but the tackles for that pm"pofe 
were not at hand. In this dilemma, feveral of the people wiihed 
to jump over-board, in order to fee what had fo engaged our 
<lttention, and to fave it if worth the trouble. At firft Captain 
Dixon objected to this, for fear of {harks, or other accidents; but 
there was no alternative, as the expected prize drifted from us 
every moment; fo giving leave, two of the people were in the fea 
in a moment, and found it to be a large caik, entirely covered 
with a kind of ihell-fiih, called bai·nac1es. They prefently brought 
it along-fide, and we hoifi:ed it on board~ There IS no doubt but 
it had been in the water a long time, as the fifh were with diHiculty 
{craped off, having nearly eat holes through the calk: .on exami
nation, it proved to be a hogfhead of claret. This might juftly 
be reckoned an acquifitioll, yet it is a melancholy refledioll to 
think, that no vdfel would part with it but in the greateft exigency, 
and that we only profited by the d.iftrefs of others. 

Till the 13th, nothing particular occurred ; (we had feenitnmge 
iliips at two or three diflerent times, but not near enoug~l to dif-
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cern what country they were from) but early in the morning we 
faw the Ifland of Porto Santo) at about fix leagues diftance; (thou 
art to underftand, that a league at fea is three miles) and Madeira. 
fomcthing nearer: the day being very fine and clear, we kept 
fianding along the thore, within a mile of the land. This iiland, 
10 famous in the commercial, or I might rather fay, voluptuous 
world, for its wine, appears mountainous, but not difagreeably fo, 
as the land Hopes down by gentle declivities to the water's edge. 
The numerous vineyards teem with ripe clufters of the juicy grape,. 
which feem to invite the preifure of the careful dntner: thefe are 
ever and anon inter{cC1::ed by various plantations of other kinds, 
together with convents, and other public edifices" dedicated to reli
gious feclufion, which appear to be very numerous here, and put 
me in mind of Foote's Mother Cole, when {he complains of the 
cruel villains " immuring for life fuch fweet young things, &c." 
Funchall, the capital of the ifland, appears very full of places 
dedicated to public worIhip ; and the ftreets feern regular. With 
this thou muft be contented, for I have no other opportunity of 
feeing it than through a perfpeB:ive glafs, at three miles diftance. 

When I firft began to write, I was not certain whether fortune 
would favour me with an opportunity of fending it from Madeira, 
but on our coming a-breaft of this bay, we found here two of his 
lYfajefl::y's ihips, bound for England; and we are now laying to, 
whilfl:: the packets are getting ready. 

If I recollect right, when I firft gave thee an account of our 
veiTels, and their deftination, I did not mention what number of 
hands we had on board. In our iliip we are thirty-two in all, 
includin,g Ca;:tain Dixon. On board the King George, they are 
neady (If not quite) dOubk that number j but fome of them are 

mere 
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mere children, and belong to people of confequence, who, intend
ing them fot the fea, I fuppofe, thought they could not do better 
than embrace this opportunity of initiating them early in their 
profefIion; to do which more compleatly, Captain Portlock has on 
board a youth from the Mathematical School in Chrifr's Hofpital 
to inftruet them in the theoretical, whilft he teaches them the prac
tical part of navigation. 

Amongl1: the (( changes and chances of this mortal life," behold 
thy friend, doomed to fpend fome years of his, if Providence allows 
him to exift, entirely fec1uded from the bufy world. To the her
mit, this might perhaps be a defirable event: I cannot fay that is 
by any means the cafe with me. Thou mayeil:, indeed, fay, that I 
am not entirely divefted of the comforts of fociety;---true---but 
thou art to underftand, that I have very little converfation with 
any except my mefs-mates ; and as failors generally introduce 
faIt-water fubjeets, and thofe handled fo as to fhew they have 
excluded logic from their ftudies, my entertainment cannot be 
great. 

I frequently walk the deck for four hours, without fpeaking as 
many words: at thefe times my thoughts are employed on a 
variety of fubjeCts, and I propofe committing them to paper, both 
for my amufement, and to have the pleafure of thy remarks, which 
I beg thee always freely to make. Our Captain's letters are ready, 
and the boat is waiting ... --Adieu.----Believe me thine, 

FUNCHALL-BA Y, (Madeira) 
14th October. 

w. B. 

LETTER 
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LET T E R VII .. 

I ~ a.ny thing can e~ceed the ~leafure I. have in "-:riting to thee,. 
It IS that I have Jufr expenenced, VIZ. the fett1l1g my feet 011: 

terra firma. By this thou wilt conclude" I have been on fuore, 
and confequently expeCt a defcription of this lfiand. As good a. 
one as I can give is at thy fervice i but let me refume my narrative 
where I 1 aft left thee .. , 

After fending our letters on board his Majefiy's iliip, we left 
Funchall-Bay, and fleered for this place~ with moderate breezes" 
and fine weather .. 

On the 16th we faw Palma and· Ferro, (two of the Canary 
Iilands) bearing South by Eail: at about twelve leagues difrance. 
Perhaps thou wilt fmile at my mentioning the bearings and dif
lances; but give me leave to tell thee, that it is methodical and 
feaman-like: this, I hope, will not only fecure me from thy ani
madverfions, but merit thy approbation~ 

On the 19th, we were in 22 degrees North latitude, and the 
weather being pretty clear, it was. very hot and fultry. Our decks 
leaked very bad, and the carpenters were very bufily employed m 
caulking. 

Early in the morning of the 24th, we faw the Iiland Bonavifia, 
at feven leagues diftance. If I miftake not this is the Hland which 
the renowned Columbus firft faw, when he failed in quefr of a new 

~ ~orla'. 
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world. At ten o'clo'ck the H1e of Mayo bore N. N. E. four leagues;> 
and St. Jago, (our intended port) at eight leagues diilance. 

Thy knowledge in geography will inform thee, that there are 
part of the Cape de Verde Hlands, and are fubjcEt to the Portugueze .. 
At noon we came to anchor in Port Pl"aya Eay, St. Jago, in eight 
fathom water. The extremes of the land which forms the BaYL 
bore from Eall:: by South, to South-Weft. The Came and Fort,. 
N orth-Weft by Weft, diftance from ihare near two miles. 

The Iiland St. Jago is fituated in near 14 degrees 54 minutes
North latitude, and 23 degrees 29 minutes Weft longitude: I 
cannot fpeak with any degree of certainty in regard to its extent;t 
but I think its utmoft circumference cannot be one hundred miles ... 

It is natural to fuppofe, from its. fituation, that the climate is 
very hot, and this is greatly increafed by Eailerly winds, which. 
are generally prevalent here; thefe conftantly blowing from the 
fundy defarts of Africa, greatlJ add to the natural heat. of thedi~ 
mate .. 

Ollr bufinefs at thIS place was to water our vefiels, procure 
frefh provifions, and whatever neceifaries the place afforded, that 
could by any means conduce- to our prefent or future accommo-
dation; in order to do which, our Captains took the fidl: oppor
tunity of going on ihore to find. out the heft and caiiefr method
of facilitating their purpo[e,. 

The Commander of the. Fort treated them at firfl: in rather 3.: 

haughty mann~.r, but on having a trifling prefent made him, he 
grew civil, and gave them leave to water the {hips,; this; it feems,. 

beinr' 
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being all thatis in his power, all other neceffaries being furnilhed 
by a Portugneze merchant, who refides within a quarter of a mile 
.from.the beach. 

~Every thing for our difpatching bunnefs being fettled, I had the 
Tleafure of going on fuore with our Captains. An old Negro (a 
native of the Hland) received us on the beach; he could fpeak a 
little broken Engliih, and on underftanding our bufinefs, went along 
with us to the merchant's haufe, and proved very ferviceable, for 
none of us knew a word of Portugueze, and he could fpeak no 
Englifh, fo that the old man fel-ved as an interpreter. 

We were received with great civility and politenefs, and treated 
with fame excellent Madeira, Capilaire, oranges, &c. We paid a 
guinea for each verrel, as a kind of port ,charge, and entered their 
names in a book kept for that purpofe, together with their defti .. 
·nation, and from whence they came. 

Captain Portlock agreed with this gentleman for fame beef, and 
.a few other neceffaries; but our interpreter informed us, that the 
country.people would furniih us with many things we wanted, on 
,cheaper terms than this gentleman. 

On going to Praya we found a kind of market held there, a 
number of people being affembled from various parts of the Hland, 
with different articles to fell, fuch as hogs, [beep, goats, fowls, 
turkies, &c. together with oranges, lemons, limes, cocoa-nuts, 
bananas, a few pine-apples, and finaH quantities of clayed fugar, 
'whic~l they make up in p3.fcels like our baikets of faIt. The fruit 
,DE every ki~d W..iS fine, and peC'.lliarly acceptable to us) not only 

he<:au[c 
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}}ecaufe they ferved in a moil: agreeable manner to quench thirfr, 
but likewife· as.. they are excellent anti~fcorbutics. 

Of their live frock,. the hogs and turkies are by far the befr;, 
their g.oats and fheep being very thin and ii)are, and their bullocb· 
(for fo it feerns they call them) not fo large as an Engliih year-old, 
calf; yet fo' poor are. the people" that, none of them could furniih 
us with any beef, the merchant, it {eerns, being the only perf on 
here able to carryon that traffic.. We found old doaths and toys 
in greatereil:imation than calli amongft thefe people, efpecially in 
exchange for theirlefs valuable articles, fuch as goats,. fowls, fruit, 
&c. This was a lucky. circumftance for us, as Englifh coin is not 
(;urrent here; however, it was neceifary to have flme calli, which 
we got by applying to the. me~chant, who exchanged our guineas 
for Spanillidollars, giving us four dollars, equal here to five lliil
lings each, for a guinea; fo that the courfe of exchange here is > 

nearly fifteen per cent. againft us. The beft way for any Captain, 
who propoCes to touch at this place for a fupply of provifions, &c. 
w.ould be, to bring a few articles of hard.ware, fuch as knives~ 
buckles, razors, &c. &c. thefe would fetch a goo('l profit, and fur- . 
nifh him with whatever. calli he might want. 

J. have not time to add more at pt'eIent, but will finiih my ac
flount of this· place in my next. Thine, &c. 

\V .. B ... 
POR. T-PRAY A, (St. JagfJ,)}, 

26th October. ' 

LETTER~ 
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LETTER VIII. 

'S·' INC E the date of my 1aft fevera1 fhips have arrived here, viz. 
, three fail from London, and an American brig. 

... 
The American's bufinefs, it [eems, was to pick up horres, or 

any cattle he could lay hands on; but none being here, he weighed 
anchor after fraying a few hours. The London veifels are em
ployed in the Southern whale fifhery; one of them, juft come 
out, belongs to a Mr. Montgomery, in Pre[cott-frreet, Goodmans
'Fields : the brig I have hea:rd nothing about; and the other ihip, 
to ------- Hamet, Efq; (now Sir Benjamin Hamet.) She is called 
the Hamet, after her owner, and commanded by a Captain Clarke, 
who is a good hearty kind of man, and [0 obliging as to take the 
charge of our letters. 

I .mall now proceed to finilh what further account I am able to 
give thee of this place. The Fort and Cafr1e (or rather the paltry 
places which ferve as an apology for them) are fituated on an emi
nence, near half a mile from the water fide, and (:ommanded by a 
Captain, with a detachment of [oldiers, Jufficient, no doubt, to keep 
the Ifland in proper fubjugation, but [urely unable to repel any 
foreign armament. 

Immediately b'_hind this fortre[s, on a large pJain, frands the 
'TOW!1 of Pr3.ya, confiil-ing of about fifty or fixty huts, ftanding at 
.a good diftance from each other, and form a large quadrangle, 
\.ri:"'JCl:ie mar1~et is held: near the ceilter is a pile of frones., 

which 
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which ferve as a crofs. Thefe huts (for I can call them no better) 
are built with frones, without any cement, and are perhaps as 
poorly conftrufted, as the maft miferable out-houfe belonging to 
an Englifh farmer. They confiit only of a ground-floor, which is 
generally divided into two, or at moft three rooms. 

Beds are a luxury not known in general here, the people i1eep
ing on mats: indeed I faw one at the merchant's before-mentioned~ 
but fcarcely a menial fervant in England would lleep in it. 

The natives are blacks, and generally fervants to the Portugueze, 
many of whom refide here. They profefs the Roman Catholic 
religion, of which they feem very tenacious. One day when I was 
at Praya, the people were going to public wori11ip, and, impelled 
by curiofity, I was pofting to the chapel, in order to fee their 
method of faying mafs; but the Commander of the Fort hap .. 
pening to fee me, fent one of his foldiers to order me back. 
The Portugueze behave kindly to ftrangers, but, perhaps, this 
may proceed from interefted motives, as we went to their houfes 
to pm"chafe fruit) &c. A good woman at one of the houfes made 
mea mefs of boiled Indian wheat) mixed up with goat's milk, and 
fweetened with fugar, much like a good Engliili houfewife's firmity : 
this fhe preffed me to partake of with fo much good-nature, that I 
could not refufe eating, and found it a very agreeable mefs. It 
might be imagined from the warmth of the climate, that the fe
males are naturally amorous; yet both the natives and Portugueze 
conftantly refifted every folicitation of that kind from our gentle
men, though they enforced their rhetoric with very tempting pre
fents : whether thefe conftant denials proceeded fi"om a real L)'.'(: 

of chafiity, I {hall leave thee to determine. 

D 1 J'u(h,:~ 
. u 
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I judge the foil to be much the fame with that of tropical iflands 
in general; indeed were it capable of improvement equal to that of 
England, the people are too lazy to cultivate it. I have before 
mentioned the principal articles this place produces. Thefe in 
general require little or no labour, except the cultivation of Indian 
wheat, and the manufaE1 uring the fmall quantity of fugar-cane 
which the ifland affords: from this they make a kind of fpirit, 
which is here called rum, but by failors aqua dente. This they 
make into punch, and render it palatable by infufing plenty of 
lemon, or lime-juice, and fugar. 

This iOand abounds with goats, and their milk {eems to be -a 
confiderable part of the people's fuftenance; for J ob(erved in all 
the huts I went into, bowls filled with it, and generally a number 
of ch·:,efes. I am the more apt to believe this, as I could fee no 
preparations for cooking viCtuals in any of the houfes, not even fo 
much as a fire, though I vifited many of them at different times of 
the day. 

The he::!.t of the climate requires but little c1oathing, and in this 
refpeCt fuits the purfes of the inhabitants; for the few doaths 
they have (the foldieIs excepttd) feern to be purchafed at fecond
hand, from !hips that touch here for refrefhment. I ought not to 
include the women, however, (the fair fix I had like to have faid) 
in this remark: they wear a loofe wrapper, of cotton manufaCture, 
the produce of the ifland, generally [hiped with blue, after various 
patterns, as tq.eir fancy fuggefts; this wrapper, with a light petti
coat, and a cap, chiefly conftitute the women's drefs. By way of 
ornament, their ears and neck are decorated with beads, or forne 
toy of trifling value, and from the neck a crofs is generally fufpend
en. The Portugueze look the picture of ill-health; their coun-

tenances 
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tenances are wan, meagre, and fallow: whether or no this is pecu
liar to the people of that nation, or occafioned by the climate, I 
.cannot fay: the natives, however, in general are healthy looking 
people. Their government I can fay nothing about, but I Ihould 
fllppofe it in fome meafure fimilar to that of Portugal. 

So much for St. J ago. Our time will not permit us to fray 
longer than is neceffary to complete our water, and let the people 
have a little recreation on fuore, which is very neceIfary for the 
prefervation of their health: mofr of this being already done, I 
expeCt every minute to hear" All hands up anchor a-hoy" vocife
rated by the Boatfwain, with all the noify bawl that a good pair of 
lungs can afford; fo that I 111a11 finiIh with the words of Hamlet's 
father, "Farwell----remember me 1 Thine ever, 

ST. JAGO, 1 
-28th October. S-

LET T E R IXo 

W. B. 

I H A V E before obferved, that I correfpoIid with thee as much 
for my own amufement as thy information---I beg pardon ;---

1 meant to fay the gratification of thy curiofity: fo that thou art 
110t to wonder at feeing my letters frequently dated at fea; for, in 
committing our daily occurrences to paper) I am totally governed 
by good weather and opportunity. J ndeed I know thee to be fo 
ready to make every kind allowance., that this preamble was fcarcely 

neceffary, 
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178S. neceffary; I {ban therefore refume my narrative without further 
November. 
~ ceremony. 

Having compleated every objeCt we had in view at St. Jago, and:. 
a favourable breeze fpringing up, we weighed anchor at ten o'clock 
.in the morning of the 29th October, after taking leave, with three 
hearty cheers, of our good friend Captain Clarke, whom we left at 
anchor. We alfo left the illip belonging. to Mr. Montgomery 
riding in the bay. The live' frocK we brought from the Iile of 
Wight being nearly expended, we had purchafed feveral goats, tur
kies, and {heep here, in order to make our v0:)1age more comfort
~ble, and to preferve us from the [curvy. 

I have already mentioned the great heat ef the weather at- St; 
Jago, arid endeavoured, in fome meafure, to account for it. Thou 
mayeft eafily imagine, that the nearer we approached the. Equi-
110Etial Line, the weather grew more intenfely hot; and'this is 
greatly increafed by calms, which are very frequent in latitudes 
near the Line, whilft a freih breeze always renders the heat more 
tolerable. 

On the 3d November, beingin ,eight degrees North latitude, 
and the w~ather moft intenfely hot, our people were bUfilyem
ployed in [crubbing and cleaning between decks, and every part of 
the veffel with care, and afterwards waihed it well with vinegar. 
This method was always ufed by the late Captain Cooke, in his 
long voyages, and he ever found it attended with the happieft 
effects, in regard to the prefervation of health. Such kind and 
humane attentions to the health of people under the care of any 
Commander, muit certainly place his character, as a man and ~ 

ChriJlian, 
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Chriflialt, high in the eftimation of every perfon. of feeling and 1785. 
November~. humanity. i..--,,-J 

Indeed I cannot help eonfidering this attention as a duty abfo ..... 
Iutely incumbent on him; for, if the mafter of a family on {hore 
confiders it his duty to take care of his fervar..ts during ficknefs" 
when they have it in their power to procure relief by various other 
methods, how much ll1 're does it behove the Captain of a Ihip to 
beftow every attention in his power on his fervants welfare? In 
the midft 0f the wide ocean" to whom can they feek for fuccour? 
They have no kind friend, no tender parent to apply to for relief? 
No generous Public, whofe charity they might implore, and who 
rarely fail to affifr the ~elplefs in their diftrefs ! Yet notwith
ftanding thefe powerful motives, there are, I am afraid, too many 
Captains who do not trouble themfelves about fuch (to them) tri
vial matters, but truft to chance for the. health or ficknefs of theil: 
people. 

From the 4tn to the 12th of November, tEe weather was verr 
variable; fometimes it was clear, and nearly (lIm, and prefentlT 
it would change to {hong fquaIls and heavy rain, attended with· 
.confrant thunder and lightning. 1. had omitted to mention, that 
on the 9th the iliip's company were ferved with peas, at an allow
ance of half a pint per man, for three days in the, week: thiD' 
addition to OlIr faIt pork, made a very comfortable mefs.. By the. 
13th we were in the latitude -of 2 degrees North, and the \veather 
grew more fettled and favourable: we had a frefh Eafierly breeze~ 
'with a clear fry, unattended \'\,'ith any fudden fqualls, or thunder 
ancllightning. On the 16th we croiled the Line} our latitude being. 
22 miles South •. 



J i85. 
November. 
.~ 

A VOYAGE TO TH'E 

It perhaps may be neceffary to inform thee, that the method of 
finding what latitude the fhip is in is, to take an altitude of the 
Sun when he is in the meridian, (which is always twelve o'clock 
at noon) and this altitude, after being wrought by an eafy procefs, 
-gives the latitude. 

Sailors on croiling the Line, have a cuftom of plunging every 
~perfon on board, who have never been to the Southward of it, over 
head and ears in a tub of water. This ceremony being but ill 
relifhed by fome of our people) Captain Dixon promifed all hands 
,a double allowance of grog if they would defift: this was very 
willingly_ accepted, and harmony was foon reftored: but alas J 
grog and good .humour foon were at variance, and fome of the 
people grew fo quarrelfome and turbulent, that they were put in. 
irons : this brought them to reafon in a iliort time, and they were 
.fet at liberty on promife of better behaviour. 

I was expreiling my furprize and forrow to my mefs-mates. that 
fo difturbing a circumllance iliould happen, but they laughed, and. 
faid, that things of this fort were fo common at fea, that they were 
not worth taking the leaft notice of. On this I could not help 
-reflecting with Solomon, that (C there is nothing new under the 
Sun." 

At two o'clock in the afternoon of the 2 dt, we faw a fail to the 
Eaftward, but at too great a diftance to difcern what country ilie 
belonged to. On the 24th, vinegar was ferved out to the iliip's 
company, which made our faIt ,provifions more wholefome and 
agreeable: it likewife proved a very good ingredient to eat with 
fifh, which we frequently caught, fuch as bonettas, albacours 
:dolFhins, &c. On the 25 th, the people were ferved with wha~ 

2 fl~ 
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flops they wanted, and fa were rid of the fears they entertained at 
our firft tailing, viz. that they {hould not be able to ,procure a fup
ply of doaths when their frock was worn out. On the 26th, tea 
and fugar were [erved to the ihip's company, at an allowance fuffi
cient for breakfafr every morning. This made a very comfortable' 
addition to our vic1ua1s, and was a very agreeable change: add 
to this, they are excellent anti-fcorbutics, and as fuch, peculjarly 
defirablein long voyages. Indeed we had a plentifulftock both' 
of tea, coffee, and fug;;tr fbr our own mefs, of a fuperior quality to 
what we had ferved out; but it was a moft defirable acquifition to 
the people, as I believe it is never ferved out, either in the King's 
iliips:, or merchants fervice. On tre 30th, we had a [pare main
fail fitted over the quarter-deck, as a temporary awning. This not 
only rendered the heat of the weather more tolerable on deck, but. 
was of great ufe in preferving it from the fun. 

By the 6th of December we were well out· of the Tropics; being c, 

in 26 deg. 16 min. South latitude. The weather now began to; 
be agreeable and ple~fant, with frefh fteady Eafterly breezes. At 
nine in the morning of the 7th, the King George made a fignal for 
feeing a fail to the South-Weft; but {he did not come neafc enough ~ 

for us to difcern what country {he belonged to., 

I believe Captain Portlock propofes touching at Falkland's 
Iilands ; if [0, tliou mayeft depend on a further continuation from, 
that place. Thine ever:t. 

kf' SEA, 1 
20th Dec. S 

W. E, 

LE T T E R'. 

1785. 
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LET T E R X. 

=rr H 0 UGH a fea life is in fome<legree become familiar to 
. me, yet the fight of land fills me with a temporary pleafure; 

J fay temporary, becaufe it is foon fropped by refleeting, thatfome 
years muft elapfe before I fhall have the heart-felt fatisfaction o£ 
beholding Jlly native country. 

I am afhamed to trouble thee with fuch trifling digreffions> 
but in future I will endeavour entirely to fupprefs them, and write 
nothing that concerns the pail:) or future, but confine myfelf to the 
prefen t time. 

On the I I tIl of December, being in 33 'deg. 16 min. North lati
tude, we had a heavy gale of wind, which obliged us to clofe-reef 
our top-fails and main-fail: however, in a few hours the weather 
grew moderate. We have found the variation of the compafs tobe 
11 deg. J'6min. Eafrerly. The 16th, heingmoderate and fine, we 
had a great quantity of fpermaceti whales about the fhip, latitude 
41 deg. South. On the 21ft, we had a very heavy gale of wind, 
which.obliged us to hand our top-fails, and reef our courfes: we 
alfo reeved preventer braces for the top-fail yards, and pre venter 
lafhings to fecure our boats: the main and fore hatches were bat
tened down, and every precaution taken to keep the veiTelfilug and 
dry. This in all parts to the Southward of the Line, is the longeft 
.day: it would have been a matter of furprize for thee to have feen 
the Sun before four o'clock in the morning; and I dare fay that 

there 
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there are numbers in London who will never be perfuaded that the 1785. 

Sun rifes before four o'clock in December. D~ 

On the 23d, being in 46 deg. South latitude, the fea had a very 
muddy, dirty appearance, we faw a feal, and a great quantity of 
various kinds of fiili playing about the {hip. 

Early in the morning of the 24th, we had a heavy ftorm of fnow 
and fleet: indeed fince the 21ft we had very little intermiffion 
from heavy gales of wind and fqually weather. This forenoon 
our laft goat died, being literally ftarved to death with cold, though 
we had taken every precaution in our power to keep her alive. 
We felt her lofs very fenfibly for fame time, as {he had given milk 
twice a day, which made our tea drink very agreeably. Latitude 
at noon 47 deg. 2 min. 

On ' the former part of the 25th we had fre{h breezes, and pretty 
dear weather; butat four in the afternoo~ a heavy gale of wind obliged 
us to hand our top-fails and reef the courfes. This being Chrift
mas Day, we celebrated it as well as our fituation could afford, 
and more particularly as it is accounted by failors a greater feftival 
than even the Sabbath-Day, though their obfervance of it is not 
confiftent with this opinion, as they generally fpend it in noify 
mirth, and tumultuous jollity, occafioned by drinking repeated 
bumpers of grog to the health of their abfent friends and fweet
l1earts. Latitude 48 deg. 14 min. South. 

From the 26th to the 31ft, the weather was variable: fometimes 
we had moderate breezes, and cloudy; and again, heavy gales of 
wind with rain. This is the Summer feafon in this part of the 
wo.rld, the latitude we were in (viz. 50 deg. 30 n:in. South) being 

E nearly 
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J786• nearly the fame climate as part of England; yet the weather here 
January. is more like March than Midfumme'r. 
~ 

On the Iil: January, 1786, we had great numbers of feals and 
penguins about us, and a great variety of birds, which plainly 
indicated that we were not far from land. 

A t three o'clock in the morning of the zd, we faw land, the 
extremes of which bore from South-Eaft by South to South by 
Weft, at about nine leagues diftance. At ten o'clock we founded 
in fe,-enty-eight fathom water, over a fine fandy bottom, inter
mixed with black fpecks: the extremes of the land at noon bore 
from South-Eaft to South. Weft; the weather thick and hazy with 
rain. During the afternoon, we had light winds~ inclining to calm. 
In the evening we founded, and had again feventy-eight fathom 
water, with much the fame bottom as before. 

At eight in the morning of the 3d, we faw the land bearing Eaft 
by North; and at ten, the extremes of the land in fight bore from 
South-Eafr to South-Weft by South, diftant from !hore nine or 
ten leagues: the water app'eared very black and muddy. At eleven 
o'clock we faw a rock, bearing South-Eaft, at about feven leagues 
diftance, which had very much the appearance of a !hip under fail,. 
and indeed we at firft took it for a veffel. We have fince learnt, 
that this rock is called the Eddyftone. Our latitude at noon was 
51 deg. 2 min. South, and the longitude 58 deg. 48 min. Weft. 

I mention the latitude more frequently, that thou mayeft form 
~n idea of our progrefs; and alfo" by that and the longitude, 
(which I will mention in future at every opportunity) thou mayeft 
find with eate the very fpot of the globe that we are upon. 

During; 
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During the afternoon we had fre!h breezes and cloudy weather, 
and, not willing to lofe fight of the land, we ftood in !hore, and 
tacked occafionally. At eight o'clock in the evening, the Wefter
moil: land bore Weft South-Weft, and the Eddyftone N orth-Eafr. 
We had frefh breezes, with thick hazy weather; at times a thick 
fog. 

In the forenoon of the 4th we faw two fmall iilands, bearing 
South by Eaft and South by Weft, with high land behind them. 
At noon, the Weftermoft land in fight was about four leagues, 
and the Eaftermofr near eight leagues diftance, latitude 5 I deg. 10 

min. South. During the afternoon we frood along !hore, as we 
judged Port Egmont (the harbour we intended to anchor in) not 
tf) be far off. About midnight, being within three miles of the 
Weftermoft land, Captain Portlock made fignal to frand off fuore. 
I have before obferved, that we had very long days; in faa, we 
had no night, and the weather being moderate, might juftly war
rant our !tanding near the land during the night time. 

At two o'clock in the morning of the 5th, we wore and made 
fail. At three Captain Portlock fent his whale-boat with Mr. 
Macleod, his Firfr Mate, to found a-head, and look out for a har
bour. Mr. Macleod left a copy of the various fignals he was to 
make on board the ~en, as a guide for us, our veffel being a-head 
cf the King George. 

At half paft {even Mr. Macleod fired a mufquet, as a fignal for 
danger, which occafioned us to Hand off the land, and tack occa
fionally, the better to obferve the motions of the boat. Towards 
nine o'clock, being pretty near the place where Mr. Macleod made 

the 
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1786• the fignal for danger, our whale-boat was hoifted out; and fent 
January. a-head to found. 
'-v--J 

About half paft nine Mr. Macleod hoifted a flag at the top of 
the high land, which was a fignal for a harbour: on this, both 
veffels frood in for the found, and Captain Portland fired a gun a~ 
a fignal for his boat to return. 

Mr. Macleod informed us, that he had feen a {mall reef of rocks 
which occafioned him to fire the mufquet; and that the harbour 
afforded an excellent place for watering. At eleven o'clock both 
fhips came to anchor in Port Egmont, in feventeen fathom water 
over a fandy bottom. 

I have endeavoured to mention every circumftance, however 
trivial; and I hope fo ftriEt an attention to minutire will 110t only 
pleafe thee, but in fome meafure atone for the defeCls that conti
nually occur in the courfe of my narration. Thou mayeft expeCt: 
fome account of this place, &c. in my next. Thine, &c. 

FALKLAND'S T SLANDS, J 
7th January. 

LET T E R XI. 

W. Bo 

H A V IN G handed the fails, and put every thing to rights, we 
moored with the ftream-anchor and tow-line i but the next 

day, (the 6th) finding the wind blow freili a and a heavy [well, we 
took 
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took the {hearn-anchor up, and moored with both bowers. The 
principal objeCt we had in view, was to water the iliips; for this 
we were fituated very conveniently, as I have before obferved. 
We had alfo found during our cruize, that the ~een was not [uf
ficiently deep in the water; fo that fome hands were employed in 
fetching frones to put in the hold, by way of ballafr. Thefe em
ployments were fet about without delay, and both would have 
been compleated in three or four days at fartheft, had we not been 
frequently interrupted by blowing fqually weather: however, by 
the 14th, both thefe objects were entirely compleated, befides frefu 
flowing the hold. During this time all the people had been on 
fuore to recreate themfelves, land air being reckoned exceeding 
falutary and wholefome for failors. 

On the J 4th, the people were employed in fetting up the rigging 
fore and aft, and other neceffary bufinefs. On the 15th, an Eng
lifh floop came to anchor in the harbour, and her boat going on 
board the King George, we learnt that the belonged to a [hip com
manded by a Captain Huffey, called the United States, but Britifl1. 
property, which lay in Huffey Harbour, States-Bay, Swan-Hland, 
in company with a fhip from America. The United States was 
the property of Mrs. Hayley, reliCt of the late George Hayley, Efq; 
and fiLler to the celebrated 1\1r. Wilkes. 

Thefe veffels had been at Falkland's Hlands occafionally for more 
than a year, and had wintered in Huffey Harbour before-men
tioned; fo that they were perfectly acquainted with the tides, the 
currents, and in iliort every circumfrance neceifary for the fafely 
navigating a /hip in any of the various roads, bays) and founds, fo 
numerous here~ 

During 
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During the time our neceffary buunefs was carried on, both our 
Captains were employed in furveying the port, and various parts of 
the land. In one of thefe excuruons, they fell in with a birth for 
the £hips, greatly preferable to that we lay in, on the Weft fide of 
the bay; and as they propofed flaying here a few days longer, it was 
determined to take the vefiels there : fo early in the morning of 
the 16th we unmoored, and at eight o'clock made fail: at ten we 
came to anchor in feven fathom water. We foon found that our 
fituation was changed for the beft, being well fheltered from the 
wind, and no fwell to incommode us. 'Tis moft probable that 
this was near the place where Captain Macbride lay in the year 
1766, when he wintered here, as we found on the adjacent fhore 
the ruins of feveral houfes, faid to be built by him, but deftroyed 
fince by the Spaniards. 

From the 16th to the 19th, the people of both fhips were alter
nately on 1110re, to recreate themfe]ves, land air (as I have already 
obferved) being very falutary, and wholefome for people in our 
fituations : indeed this place affords little refrefhment of any other 
kind, as I 111all take notice by and bye. 

Having learnt from Mr. Coffin, Mafier of the floop, that ~. ,ere 
was a good paffage for us through the iflands, and he kindly 
undertaking to lead the way as our pilot, our Captains determined 
to get to rea the firfl opportunity, as the feafon was already too far 
advanced for us to expect a good paffage round Cape Horn. Ac
cordingly we weighed anchor, and made fail early in the morning 
of the 19th of January. At eight o'clock, the flag-fraff on Kep
pel's Hland (the fame on which Mr. Macleod hoiIted the fignal the 
morning we made Port Egmont) bore Eafi by South; Sandy Bay, 

South-
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South-Eail: by South, and the Weil:ermoft point of land, South
Weft, at about four leagues diftance. 

We came to anchor at half pail: eight in the evening, without any 
material occurrence, off the Eaft end of Carca[s Ifland, in twelve 
fathom water. In the morning of the 20th, we weighed and made 
fail, and came to anchor at noon in Weft-Point Harbour, in eight 
fathom water. 

On the 2 Ifr, in the morning, we again made fail. Mr. Coffin 
cautioned us to be on our guard, in rouIlding Weft-Point, as the 
wind would pour upon us from the high land like a torrent. The 
morning was fine and clear, and the wind moderate; yet luckily, 
we did not de[pife his precaution, but had all hands ready to clue 
up the fails; and well it was that we had, for before we got 
well round the Point, the wind poured down upon us like a 
hurricane, and continued to blow with amazing impetuofity for 
near an hour, during which time we durft not fllew a fingle yard 
of canvas; but as we got clear of the high land, the wind grew 
moderate. At one o'clock we faw the two {hips before-men
tioned, riding at anchor in Huffey Harbour; and at three o'clock 
we came to anchor in States Bay, Swan Ifland, off Elephant Point, 
in feventeen fathom water, and about a mile from the American 
ve1fels. 

Before I conclude, let me give thee as good an account of there 
Iflands as I am able, from what obfervations I have made during 
our fray here. 

-
Thefe lfiands were firft difcovered by Sir Richard Hawkins) in 

1594, hut Captain Strong probably called them Falkland's Hland, or
more 
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more properly, Falkland's Hlands, as there an! a confidel'able num
ber of them. It fhould feern as if the Englifh propofed fettling a 
colony here, by Captain Macbride's fraying here a whole feafon, and· 
erecting feveral houfes : thefe, however, were defrroyed by the Spa
niards, who difpofleffed us of the place in 1770 • 

This affair made a great noife in London, and occafioned much 
clamour amongfi: the politicians at that time: but I fhall fay no 
more on this head, as thou art much better verfed in the political 
hifrory of this place than myfelf; only juft obferve, that we need 
not wonder at the Spaniards envying us the poffeffion of thefe 
iilands, as their fituation commands the paffage to the Spanifh 
Settlements in the South Seas. 

Port Egmont, (viz. that part of it where we laft lay at anchor) 
is fituated in 5 I deg. 12 min. South latitude, and 59 deg. 54 min. 
Weft longitude, and is a moft fpacious harbour, perhaps large 
enough for all the {hips belonging to Great Britain to ride at 
-anchor. 

How far thefe iflands extend, I cannot pretend to fay w~th any 
degree of certainty; but I imagine more than one degree in lati
tude, and two degrees in longitude. 

The fituation of Port Egmont feems to be nearly centrical; fo 
by that, and the former conjeCture, thou mayeft form a pretty 
good idea of their extent. 

Though thefe iflands are univerfally known by the name of 
Falkland's, yet many of them are called by different names, juft, I 
prefume, as the fancy of different cruifers have fuggefred: I juft 

I men-
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mention this circumftance to prevent thy furprife, on feeing fuch 1786. 

names as Swan Hland, Keppel's Hland, &c. &c. 0 
One would naturally fuppofe from the fituation, that the climate 

here is much the fame as that of England: this, however, feems 
far from being the cafe. Though this is nearly the height of 
Summer here, yet the weather is frequently cold and winterly, the 
thermometer being never higher than 53 deg. The winds have 
generally been wefterly, with frequent fqualls and heavy rain. 

The foil [eems of a light, free nature, and well calculated for 
meadow or pafture land; indeed in many places it is no eafy mat
ter to tell what nature the foil is of, for the vegetation has grown, 
and rotted, and grown again, till great numbers of large hillocks 
are formed, from the tops of which grow large blades of grafs ; 
thefe naturally inclining to each other, form a kind of arch, and 
afford occafional retreats for feals, :Lea-lions, penguins, &c. &c. 
which abound here. 

Near the ruins of the town are a number of fmall pIeces of 
ground, inclofed with turf, which, no doubt, were intended for 
gardens, as it might eafily be perceived that they had been in a cul
tivated fiate. In one of them I found feveral forts of flowers, and 
fome fine horfe-reddiIh. 'Tis fomething remarkable, that there 
grows not a tree, or any thing like it, on thefe iDands : our people, 
after much fearching, found fome bruih-wood, but fo fmall, that it 
would fcarcely [erve to make brooms for the Dlip's ufe. 

There are few or no infeCts to be met with here, though ;VIr. 
Hogan, Surgeon of the King George, who is a conliderable pro
ficient in N"atural Hifrory, took infinite pains to procure fome. 

F On 
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On the beaches are great numbers of geefe and ducks, but much 
fmaller, and of a different fpecies from our's: they are pretty tame, 
aDd eafiiy run down. Our people were greatly elated on feeing 
them, imagining they fhould live luxurioufly during our fray; but 
here they were grievoufly difappointed, for both geefe and ducks 
eat exceedingly rank and fifhy, owing, no doubt, to their con
fiantly feeding on marine produCtions; fo that they foon grew 
heart}Jy tired of them as food, though the exercife of running them 
down was both agreeable and healthy. 

Befides thefe, here are various other kinds of the feathered tribe,. 
the principal of which are the Port Egmont hen, (called the :lkua
gull by Pennant) and the albatrofs. Pennant diftinguiilies the 
fpecies found here by the name of the wandering albatrofs, though 
at what time of the year they migrate I cannot fay: however, I 
am certain that this is tile time of their incubation, as I faw feveral 
hundreds of them fetting on their nefts, and great numbers of 
young fcarcely fledged. The Port Egmont hen is a very ravenous, 
bird. fomething like a hawk, only larger; they are very numerous 
here; indeed fo are many other kinds, though it is not in my' 
power to particularize them. I fhall, therefore" conclude this, 
article with obferving, that the only bird we caught here, which: 
eat without any rank fifhy tafte~ is called by failors a feapie ~< this 
bird is not web-footed, but has claws. much like our fowls, and fub
fifl:s chiefly on worms, &c. feldom or never going far from the [ea
fide. 

Our people frequently attempted to catch filh, but were always 
difappointed, fo that we began to conclude thefe iflands were not· 
ble~ed with that ~aFital part of the creation i but Captain Hutfey , 
makmg us a prefent of fome fine mullet, convinced us of our mif-

2 b~. 
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take. It feerns thefe are a1moft the only kind of fifh found here, 
and they often caught them in large quantities. On many of the 
beaches are large beds of mufcles and limputs, and various other 
marine productions, fome of which ferve as food for the penguins, 
geefe, &c. &c. indeed there is no doubt but everyone of them has 
its ufes, as we are well affured, that the Almighty Creator of the 
U niverfe made nothing in vain. 

I have endeavoured to take fome n-otice of every thing that has 
come within my obfervation; and thou muft attribute my not 
giving thee a better account of this place not only to want of 
opportunity, but to a much wor[e, viz. a want of ability. 

Our bufinefs is . all compleated, and every thing in readinefs for 
us to put to fea, fo that the firft fair wind carries us from this 
place, in order to double Cape Horn, that place fo much dreaded 
by many adventurers in the voyage of matrimony, and on which 
numbers of them founder: however, it is to be hoped this will 
never be the fortune of thine, &c. 

FALKLAND'S ISLANDS, 1 
2.zd January. 5 

LETTEH 
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LET 1~ E R XII. 

E ARL Y in the morning of the 23d January we weighed 
anchor and made fail. At nine o'clock the North-Weft 

end of New Hland bore South-Weft by South, diftance five miles. 
Our latitude at noon was 5 I deg. 35 min. South, and longitude 60 
deg. 54 min. Weft. During the afternoon and evening" the vvea .. 
ther was thick and hazy, with [mall drizzling rain. 

At eight o'clock in the morning of the 24th, the Weft end of 
Falkland's IDands bore North~Eaft, at ten leagues diftance : our 
latitude at noon 52 deg. 3 min. South. We kept ftanding to the 
Southward, it being our intention to get well clear of Cape Horn, 
that in cafe of contrary winds, we might double it with fafety. 

From the 24th to the 26th, we had, moderate hazy weather, with 
North-wefterly winds: latitude on the 26th, 53 deg. 39 min. 
South. We here found the variation of the compafs to be 25 deg. 
to the Eafi:ward. At ten o'clock in the evening of the 26th, we 
faw Staten)s Land, bearing South-Eaft. During the night we had 
frequent [qualls, attended with lightning, 

At eight in the morning of the 27th, the extremes of Staten's 
Land bore from South a quarter Weft, to Weft half South, 
diftance from the !hore about five miles. Towards nine o'clock 
we faw a ripling a-head, which occafioned us to :£horten fail, and 
bear up; but foon afterwards we found it was occafioned by the 
current, on which we again hauled to the Southward and made fail. 

The 
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The North-Weft fide of Staten's Land is very mountainous, and 
appears extremely barren; but I am informed the Eafr fide is 
woody, and tolerably level. In the evening, the extremes of the 
land bore from Weft-North-Weft to North by Weft, at nine 
leagues diftance. From the 2:8th to the 30th, we had heavy gales 
of wind, and frequent fqualls; the wind veering from South_by 
£aft to Weft .. 

The 31ft, and to the 4th of February, was more moderate. ",r(t 

now had made a good offing from Cape Horn, our latitude at noon 
on the 4th being 60 deg. 14 min. South, and our longitude 67 
deg. 30 min. Weft. Our courfe now changed to North-Weft, our 
Captains wifuing to get frill further to the Weft ward, that if we 
fhould have Wefterly winds, we might keep well clear of the Con
tinent. Since our leaving Falkland's Iflands, the weather has 
been very cold and fevere, with frequent frorms of rain and fleet;
the thermometer generally at 44 deg. Indeed we are later in the 
feafon than could have been wiihed, yet this is the Summer feafon 
in this part of the world. During the greateft part of February, 
we had conftant and fevere gales of wind from the North and 
N orth-Weft, with very heavy crofs {eas, which retarded our pro
grefs exceedingly, our latitude on the 28th being 52 deg. 14 mmo 
South, and our longitude 84 deg. 34 min. Weft. 

I have often admired that emphatic defcription of perfons in :1 

ftorm, recorded in the 107th Pfalm; but its beauty now frrikes
me fo forcibly, in confequence of our late fituation, that I canno!~_ 
forbear tranfcribing it. 

'" They that go down to the fea in :lhips, and occupy their 
" bufinefs in great waters. Thefe men fee the works of the Lord, 
" and his wonders in the deep. For at his word, the frormy 
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(' wind arifeth, which lifteth up the waves thereof. They are 
" carried up to the Heaven, and down again to the deep., Their 
" foul melteth away becaufe of the trouble. They reel to and 
~c fro, and ftagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit's end."J 

I fhall make no apology for troubling thee with this paff'age 
from Sacred W fit, not only becaufe I know thou canft be ferious 
upon occafion, but as it defcribes the feelings of people in diftref~ 
at fea, better than a volume on the fubject. 

I forgot to mention, that on the 27th we found the gammoning 
,of our bowfprit gone, on which we fhortened fail, and got it fecured 
with a new one. 

• 
The weather now grows more moderate, with freIb Wefrerly 

breezes, fo that we proceed on our voyage a-pace. After I am a 
little recovered from the fatigue of the late tempeftuous weather, 
thou wilt again hear from thine, &c. 

AT SEA, 1. 
6th March. J 

LET T E R XIII. 

W. B. 

l OB S E R V E D to thee in the conclufion of my laft, that the 
'weather grew moderate, and tolerably fine, and every thino

feemed now to promife .a continuation of it. It being uncertai~ 
how 
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how long it would' be before we came to anchor, Captain Dixon, 
on the 7th of March, put the fhip'& company to an allowance of 
water, at two quarts a man per day, befides an allowance for peas 
three times per week. Latitude at noon, 44 deg. IJ min. South,. 
longitude 83 deg. 25 min. Weft .. 

On the 23d, at noon, we were in 24 deg. 8 min. South latitude. 
Though the trade winds can feldom be depended on out of the: 
Tropics, yet w.e were lucky enough to meet with a pretty regular 
trade in this latitude : this determined our Captains to freer for 
Los Majos,. (an Ifland, or rather a group of Hlands feen by the 
Spaniards, and laid down by them in 20 deg. NOJ;th latitude, 
and I30 deg. Weft longitude) as they were likely to afford every 
kind of refrefhment we wanted, and at the fame time were very 
little out of our courfe. 

At fix o'clock in the evening of the 25th, we faw a fl:range fail, 
to the North-Weft, and at ten fue paffed us nearly within hail ~. 

we expeCted the would have fpoke us, but thIS !he declined. Vve 
tould not fee her diftincUy enough to know what country {he 
~ame from ; but it is very probable the was a Spaniard going to 
Baldivia. We brought out two cafks of cyder, which began to be 
ferved out the 3d of April, at an allowance of a pint a day per 
man. This was a moft agreeable beverage, as the weather now· 
~rew intenie1y hot and fultry; the wind from Eaft to North-Eaft. 

On the 5th, the armourer's forge was got upon deck, and fix;ed. 
up. He immediately began to work, in making fundry things for· 
the fhip's ufe, and likewife toes for our future traffic. Thefe toes 
are longfiat pleces.of iron., not much unlike a carpenter's plane-iron, 

onlv, 
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1786. <only narrower: they are held in great eftimation by the Indians, and 
May. as fueh we expeCt them to be fingularly ufeful in our future trade. 
~ 

On the ;6th, the carpenters were employed in making ports for 
guns, and fixtures for fwivels; and on the loth we had two guns 
(four pounders) and eight fwivels fixed on the quarter-deck. 

On the 20th, being in I deg. North latitude, and the weather 
extremely fultry, our allowance of water was increafed to three 
.quarts a man per day. The latter end of this. month we caught a 
number of 1barks : thefe are reckoned very coarfe, rank food, and 
they certainly are fo; but to us, who had been fo long on faIt pro
villons, they were a prize, and by making a mefs which failors call 
dl0uder, of them, they eat very palatably. The weather was very 
hot and fultry, with frequent light airs, fometimes inclining to 
"calm. 

From the 1fl: to the 3d of May, we faw numbers of turtle, which 
'gave us reafon to hope that we fhould faU in with a turtle iiland, 
efpecially as Captain Cook, in his laft voyage, fell in with one not 
many degrees from us; but in this we were difappointed. 

With all our endeavours, we only caught one; but Captain 
Portlock was more lucky, owing to his whale-boat being fixed on 
.the fhip's quarter; fo that when they faw any turtle, his people 
could launch the boat, and be after them in a minute; by which 
means they caught from ten to fourteen per day, P51rt of which 
was always fent on board us : [0 that though turtle was a kind of 
luxury, yet w~ began to be pretty wen fatiated with it: this refpite 
from [alt proVlllOns muft, however, have been of fing111ar fervice .to 
l)otb. {hips companies. 

On 
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Our obfervation at noon, on the 8th of May, gave 17 deg. 4 min. 
North latitude, and 129 deg. 57 min. Weft longitude: in this 
fituation we looked for an Hland called by the Spaniards Roco 
Partida, but in vain; however, we ftood to the Northward under 
an eafy fail, and kept a good look out, expecting foon to fall in 
with the group of iflands already mentioned. 

From the 11th to the 14th, we lay to every night, and when we 
made fail in the morning, fpread at the diftance of eight or tell 
miles, ftanding Wefterly: it being probable that though the 
Spaniards might have been pretty correct in the latitude of thefe 
iIlands, yet they might eafily be miftaken feveral degrees in their 
101lgitude: but our latitude on the 15th, at noon, being 20 deg.' 
9 min. North, and 140 deg. I min. Weft longitude, which ~s con
fiderably to the Weftward of any ifland laid down by the Spaniards, 
we conchlded, and with reafon, that there muft be fome grofs mif
take in their chart. 

Hitherto the people in general on board the ~en had enjoyed 
a pretty good ftate of health, except Mr. Turner, our Second Mate~ 
who was taken ill foon after we left St. Jago, and Captain Dixon, 
who latterly had been attacked by a complication of diforders; but 
now the fcurvy began to make its appearance amongft us, many of 
the people being affected more or lefs, and one man entirely laid up 
with it. Though everyanti-fcorbutic on board was ufed with the 
greateft care and regularity, yet we found all would be ineffeCtual, 
without the affiftance of freili air, frefh water, provifions, vege
tables, &c. on which it was determined to make Sandwich Iflands 
,as foon as ,poffible. 

Being 
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Being already in our proper latitude, we kept ftanding to the 
Weftward, with a fine leading breeze; and at feven o'clock in the 
morning of the 24th, we faw Owhyhee, the principal of the Sand
wich Hlands, bearing Weft, diftance about fourteen leagues. At 
noon, the N orth-Eafi: point bore North, at three leagues diftance. 
As it was well known that this ifland afforded every thing we 
wanted in abundance, the fight of it put every perron on board in 
frefh fpirits After ftanding along the fhore two days, with light 
winds, frequently inclining to calm, we came to anchor on the 
Weft fide of the ifiand, in Karakkakooa Bay, at one o'clock on 
the 26th, in eight fathom water, the Weft point of the Bay bearing 
Weft by North, and the South point, South half Weft, at about a 
mile diftant from fhore. In the afternoon we were furrounded by 
an innumerable quantity of canoes, and vaft numbers of both fexes, 
in the water; many of thefe, no doubt, came to fee us through 
curiofity, but numbers brought various commodities to fell, fuch 
as hogs, fweet potatoes, plaintains, bread, fruit, &c. thefe we pur
chafed with toes, fifh-hooks, nails, and other articles of trifling 
v~lue: the people bought fifhing-lines, mats, and various other 
~uriofities. 

Early in the morning of the 27th, we began to prepare for
watering,. intending to difpatch that with all expedition; but 
Captain Dixon going on board the King George, was informed, 
to our very great difappointment, that the inhabitants were 
growing troublefome, and that they had already tabooed the 
watering place. This ceremony of tabooing is performed by their
priefts, and is done by fticking a number of finaU wands, tipt with 
a tuft of white hair, round any place they want to keep private, 
after which, no perf on prefumes to approach the place, and I believe' 
the punifument is death for an offence of this kind. We were 

afraid 
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afraid at firft, that this treatment might proceed from a remem
brance of the loffes they fufrained after the melancholy death of 
Captain Cook, who was killed in this harbour; but that was not 
the cafe: the reafon they gave for this proceeding was, that all 
their Chiefs being abfent, engaged in war with a neighbouring 
iiland, they durft not, on any account, fuffer ftrangers to come on 
fuore. 

One of our principal objeCts being thus fruftrated, our Captains 
are determined to leave this place as foon as pollible; mean while, 
we keep purchafing hogs, fowls, vegetables, &c. in abundance; 
and I believe every perfon on board has already began to feel the 
good effeCts of frefh viCtuals, but fcarcdy anyone more than 
thine, &c. 

SANDWICH ISLANDS, } 
28th May. 

LET T E R XIV. 

W. B. 

BE FOR E I proceed with my narration, give me leave t(J 

obferve to thee, that the Sandwich Iilands were difcovered by 
the late Captain Cooke, in his laft Voyage to the Pacific Ocean. 
Owhyhee, the principal, is the firft to the Southward and Eaftward ; 
the reft run in a direction nearly N orth-Weft. The names of the 
principals are, Mowee, Moretoy, Ranai, Whahoo, Attooi, and 
Oneehow. This will, I prefume, be fufficient for thy information 
.at pn:fent. 

At 
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At eight o'clock in the evening of the 27th, we weighed and 
made fail, tacking occafionally during the night, and the whole of.
the 28th, having light variable winds. The people were employed: 
in killing hogs, and falting them for the filip's ufe. A number of 
canoes frill kept following us with hogs, vegetables, &c. 

At noon, on the 29th, Karakkakooa bore North-Eaft by Eafr» 
difrance feven or eight leagues; and the high land of Mowee, (the 

• Hland we intended next to touch at) in fight. A ftrong breeze 
during the whole of the 30th, prevented our touching at Mowee. 
In the morning the Hland ofRanai bore North North-Weft, at fix. 
leagues diftance; and at noon a high bluff to the W eft~ard bore
North by Weft, diftance one league. We kept ftanding for Wha
hoo with a good Eafterly breeze. 

, 
At eight in the morning of the 31ft, the North Eaft end of 

Moretoy bore North North Eaft, diftance about fix leagues. At 
noon we faw Whahoo; the South Eaft part b~re Weft South W dr, 
and the North Eaft part North. Weft,; latitude 21 deg. 14 min., 
North. 

On the 1ft of June, at one in the afternoon, we came to anchor
in a bay on the South fide of Whahoo, in eight and half fathom 
water, over a fandy bottom; the extremes of the land bearing. 
from Eaft South Eafl:: to Weft by South, diftance. from :£hore near 
two miles. We had prefently a number of canoes along~fide, but. 
hogs and vegetables were much [career here than at Owhyhee. 

Early in the morningof the zd, our Captains went on ihore,iTh 
f>rder to find. a watering place, and procure accommodations for 
~he fick: they [oon met with good water, but the accefs to it was. 
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very difficult, occafioned by a reef of rocks which run a1mofr the 
length of the bay, at a confiderable difranc<: from the ihore, and fo 
high, that it was fcarcely praCticable, and by no means fafe for a 
loaded boat to venture over : this circumftance made us defpair of 
filling our water at this ifland; but Captain Dixon taking notice 
that moft of the people in the canoes had fevera1 gourds, or cala
ba!hes full of water, he direB:ed us to purchafe them, which we 
eafily did for nails, buttons, and fuch like trifles: indeed fo fond 
were they of this traffic, that every other objeCt was totally aban
doned, and the whole Hland, at leaft that part which lay next us, 
were employed in bringing water : for a fmall, or a middling-fized 
calabaih, containing perhaps two or three gallons, we gave a fmall 
nail; and for larger ones in proportion. Thus, in this very fin
gular, and I may venture to fay, unprecedented manner, were both 
fhips comp1eatly fupplied with water, not only at a trivial expence~ 
but a1fo faving our boats, ca{k.s, and tackling, and preferving the 
people from wet, and the danger of catching cold. During the 
time we were taking in water, &c. our people were bufied in fet
ding up the rigging fore and aft, fcraping the !hip's fides, and 
other neceffary employments. The Surgeon took the fick people 
on {hore on the 2d, expecting the la.nd, air would. be of fervice to· 
them; but the weather was very fultry, and the inhabitants 
crowded about them in fuch numbers, that they were obliged to 
come on board, fatigued inftead of being refre!hed by their jaunt. 

One of our grand objeB:s was now compleated, and our fick peo
ple in forne meafure recovered; but we wiflled, if pollible, to pro
cure a farther fupp1y of hogs, vegetables, &c. and Whahoo afford
ing but little of either, it was determined to make Attoui with all 
expedition, that Wand abounding with every thing we wi!hed £01"0. 

At 
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At feven in the morning of the 5th, we weighed anchor, and 
frood for Attoui, with moderate breezes and cloudy weather. At 
noon the South point of Whahoo bore Eaft South Eaft, diftance 

.fix lc<lgl1es, latitude 2 I deg. IS min. North. 

In the morning of the 6th, we fa:v Attoui; and at noon, the 
11igh point upon the Sonth-Eaft end bore Weft North Weft, at 
l:ine leagues difiance, Whahoo {Ell in fight. 

By three o'clock in the afternoon of the 7th, we were a-breaft of 
VI ymoa-Bay, Attoui, the place we propofed coming to anchor in ; 
but the wind blowing pretty ftrong from the South Eaft, and the 
hay quite open to that quarter, Captain Portlock declined coming 
to here, and propofed il::anding for Oneehow, which at four o'clock 
bore vVeil:: North Weft, at about five leagues diftance. During the 
night, we tacked occafionally; and at ten in the morning of the 
Sth, we came to anchor in Yam Bay, Oneehow, in feven
teen fathom water, over a fandy bottom. The North point 
of the bay bore North North Eail::, and the South point South by 
Eaft, at one and half mile diftance from {hore. This Illand pro
duces great quantities of excellent yams, and the inhabitants 
brought us a plentiful fupply, which we purchafed for nails, and 
fuch like trifles: indeed this place produces no great plenty of any 
thing befides, there being but few inhabitants here, compared with 
Attoui, Whahoo, &c. &c. Our fick were taken on ihore here, and 
found great benefit from the land air, as they could walk about at 
their eafe, without being molefted by the inhabitants. The prin
cipal Chief at this iiland is called Abbenooe; he [eems a very 
aCtive, intelligent perron, and Captain Portlock making him [orne 
trifling prefents, was wholly attached to us; fo that our fick were 
much better accommodated, on his account. We got very few 

hogs 
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hogs here, and thefe were chiefly brought from Attoui : however, 
as our people are pretty well recovered, and every neceifary bufinefs 
on board the fhips compleated, we fhalliofe no time in the profe
cution of our voyage, but get to rea as Coon as pollible. Thou 
mayeft depend on a farther continuation the earlieft opportunity, 
from 

SANDWICH ISLANJiS, 1 
12th June. 

LETTER 

\iV. B. 

xv. 

T HO U mayeft fee by the place from which this is dated, that 
we at Iaft are arrived at the bufy [cene of action, and per

haps thou wilt infer, at the fum mit of our hopes, wifhes, and 
expectations; but have a litt~e patience, my good friend, and thou 
wilt perceive, that" all is nO,t gold that glitters." 

I informed thee at the conclufioll of my laft, that we were get
ting ready for rea with all expedition, our atttention being as inva
riably fixed on the American Coafr, as the needle is to the North. 
Having procured as many hogs as our time would permit, together 
with an excellent frock of yams, we weighed anchor on the 13th of 
June, at ten in the forenoon, and made fail, ftanding to the North
Weft, with moderate breezes, and fine weather. 

As it is probable we fhall touch at Sandwich l11ands, perhaps 
more than once during the courfe of our voyage, I fllall defer giv
ing thee any further account of them at prefent, as In that cafe 1 
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111a11 be able to defcribe them more particularly than I now have it 
in my power to do. 

No very material occurrence happened during the greateft part 
.of our paffage from the Hlands to Cook's River: however, as thou 
art fond of particulars, though ever fo trifling, J will endeavour to 
oblige thee in that refpeCt. 

On the 15th, being well clear of the land, we changed our courfe 
to North and North by Eaft, and from that to the 22d, had moderate 
breezes, with fine weather. 

From the 23d to the 28th, frequent ftrong breezes with rain; 
the wind veering from South Weft to North Weft, but more fre
quently fince the trade winds left us, which they did about the 
latitude 26 deg. North. 

From the 29th of June to the 1ft of July, we had light variable 
winds, with thick fogs, and drizzling rain; latitude on the 30th 
ofJune4odeg. 30 min. North, longitude 151 deg. 42 min. Weft 

On the 2d of July, the water changing its colour, and a number 
of feals being {een playing about us (one of which was ftruck 
and got on board the King George) we founded with a line of 120 
fathom, but got no bottom. On the 3d, we faw a piece of wood 
floating on the water, with a number of birds on it: we had fre
quent gales from the North Weft, with rain. On the 4th, being 
in 45 deg. 2 min. North latitude, and 152 deg. 14 min. Weft 
longitude, we found a ftrong current Jetting to the South Weft. 

From the 5th to the 11th, we had variable winds from South 
Eafr to South WeftJ fometimes il:rong breezes, with foggy weather 

1 and 
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and much rain. On the 10th, our obfervation at noon gave 49 
deg. S I min. North latitude; and 147 deg. 14 min. Weft longitude j 
the weather thick and hazy. 

We frequently raw larg~ quantities of fea-weed, called by failors 
fea-Ieeks, and a fpecies of birds much refembling tape pigeons. 
The 11th, in the evening, the moon was totally eclipfed, bnt the 
evening and night were fo very thick and foggy, that we could not 
obtain the leaft fight of it. 

By the 13th, our frock of yams was nearly expended, an incon
venience which we felt very heavily, as they anfwered every pur
pofe, both of potatoes and bread. vVe frequently palled pieces of 
wood and fea-weed, and faw various fpecies of birds. Latitude at 
noon on the 13th, S4 deg. 55 min. North; longitude 147 deg. 18 
min. Weft. 

On the 15th, the colour of the water altering very much, the 
King George frequently founded with 90 to 120 fathom line, but 
found no bottom. Latitude at noon, 57 deg. 4 min. North; "'lon

gitude 149 deg. 50 min. Weft. 

On the 16th, we had a number of puffins, gulls, rea-parrots, and 
other birds about us j fea-Ieeks and pieces of wood continually 
pailing us : on this we founded at ten o'clock in the forenoon, 
with 120 fathom line, but got no bottom. Our obfervation at 
noon gave 58 deg. 14 min. North latitude, and our longitude 
was 15 1 deg. 13 min. \-Ven. At fix in the afternoon, we 
founded with 55 fathom line, over a bottom of black rock 2.nd 
fand, intermixed with a kind of black {hells. At ieven o'clock, 
being then ,franding nearly North, \ve faw the land to Ollr great 
joy, bearing North Weft by Weft, at about eight leagues diftance, 
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and which we judged to be near Cook's River. During the 
• 0' we had a number of whales playing about the fhip. evenmb ) . . •• 

I forgot to obferve before, that our ongmal delhnatlOn was firft 
to King George's Sound: but as we were confiderably later 
in the {eafon than we once expeCted to be, our Captains judged 
it moil prudent to make Cook's River firil, and iland along the 
coaft to the Southward, as the feafon advanced: 

The wind being right againil us, we plied to windward during 
the 17th and 18th, when we found the land feen on the evening 
of the 16th, to be a group of it1ands, called by Captain Cook the 
Barren H1ands, and fituated at the entrance of Cook's River. 

At four in the afternoon of the 18th, we faw the IDand St. 
Hermogenes, bearing from South South W tft to Weil, at three 
leagues diftance. The whales near the land were fo numerous, 
that their blowing refembled a large reef of rocks. 

At eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the 19th, we made the en
trance of Cook's River, leaving the Barren IDes to the South
ward and Eaftward. Both wind and tide being now in our favour, 
we kept [tanding along the Eafrern {hore, intending, if poffible, to 
make Anchor Point before we let go our anchor; but at (even in 
the afternoon we were furprized with the report of a gUll, which 

,. proceeded from a bay nearly a-breail of us, at about four miles 
diftance. Captain Portlock immediately fired a gun, by way of 
anfwering this fignal, and there being every appearance of a good 
harbour, he determined to frand in, and come to anchor, in order 
that we might know what nation had got the frart of u'). 

,Various were our conjectures on this head; fome thinking they 
lmght pollibly be OUf own countrymen; others, that they were 

French, . , 
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French; and indeed this latter conjeCture had a~good deal of weight 
with us, as we had heard of two French {hips fitting out for this 
coaft, at the time we left England. However, all our furmifes were 
foon changed into certainty, for as we were ftanding into the bay 
with ~ light breeze, a boat came from the {hore to the King George, 
and the people proved to be Ruffians. 

At' eight o'clock, being well into the bay, we came to anchor in 
thirty-five fathom water, Point Bede bearing Eafi North Eafi, at 
three miles diftance; and Mount St. Auguftine South Weft by 
Weft. 

Soon after our anchor was gone, four or five canoes, with a fingle 
perf on in each, came along-fide us. We were fo elated with this 
promifing appearance, that an affortment of our various articles 
of trade was immediately got to hand, and abundance of furs were 
already on board, ill our imagination: but thefe pleafing ideas [oon 
vani{hed, for we foon found that thefe people belonged to the 
Ruffians. 

Though our expeCtations of finding inhabitants here were dif .. 
appointed, yet as the place was found very convenient for procuring 
a fupply of wood and water, every neceffary preparation was made 
for that purpofe, and parties fent on {hore in the morning of the 
20th, to cut wood and fill water: in the mean time, our Captains 
went in the King George's whale-boat to the Ruffian FaCtory, in 
order to pick up what intelligence they could, refpeCting their 
bufinefs on this coaft. 

It feems the RufEans had no fixed fettlement here, and, in fhon, 
no other refidence than a mere temporary one, which they had 
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made by hauling their boats on {hare, and laying them on their 
bcal~>ends, with ikins drawn fore and aft, to D1elter them from 
the in::lemency of the weather. All that could be learnt from 
thera ,,,'as, that they camc in a Doop from Onalaika, and that the 
people we had {een in the canoes were Codiac Indians, which they 
11:-:.d brought \vith them, the better to facilitate their traffic with the 
inhabitants of Cook's River, and the adjacent country; but not
witMb.nding this, they had frequently quarrelled and fought with 
thc natives, and were at prefent on {uch bad terms with them, that 
they never went to Deep yvithout their arms ready loaded by their 
fide. HO'wever, the accounts we got fe1dom agreed, and gave us but 
an indifferent idea of their proceedings, though this might arife, in 
a great meafure, from our having but a very imperfect knowledge 
of the RuHlan language: thus much we were pretty certain of~ 
that they had met with very few, if any frins, though they had got 
nankeens, and Perfian filks to traffic with. 

The watering place here is fo very convenient, that we C0111-
l)leated our water in one day, viz. the 2 lit: from that to the 26th, 
the people were employed in cutting wood, and recreating them-
felves on D10re. ' 

On the 24th, our Captains went to furvey the bay, and land
ing on the South-Eaft point they found a vein of coals, fome of 
which were brought on board: the bay from this circumftance 
obtained the name of Coal Harbour. 

Our people frequently tried to catch fifh with a hook and line 
but to :10 purpofe : however, Captain Portlock having a feine o~ 
board, It was frequently hauled with [uccefs, and large quantities 
of fine falmon caught, which were generally divided between 
the fnips. 

The 



NOR T H - WE S TeO' A s 'r 0 F A 1\1 E RIC A __ 

The country here is very mountainous: the hills Doping down 
l1eareLt the fuore, are totally covered with piiles, intermixed with 
birch, alder, and various other trees and furubo;, whilfr the more 
dii1:ant mt, untains, whofe lofty fummits outreach the clouds, are 
totally covered with fnow, and have the appearance of everlaLting 
Winter. But I {hall not at prefent attempt any further defcription 
of a country, which as yet I am fa little acquainted with: let it 
fuffice for thee at prefent to know, that though this is the latter 
end of July, the weather is in general cold, damp, cmd difagreeable, 
with frequent fuowers of fnow or Deet; and the furrounding pro
[pea barren, dreary, and uncomfortable. So much at prefent for 

the prolllifed land. Thine ever" 

COOK'S RIVER, 1 
25th July~ S, 

LETTER XVI. 

H A V IN G compleated our water, and got on board a [ufii
cient quantity of wood for prefent ufe, we weighed anchor 

early in the morning of the 26th, and {tood out for the main river, 
as qur Captains knew we fhould find inhabitants farther to the
Northward; and th.ere was not the leafl:: doubt of meeting with: 
furs wherever we could find people. The tide in the rivc:r is \'e1': 
rapid, running at leaLt four knots per hour; fa that there was ,[ 
necefiity of coming to anchor every tide, unlefs ailifred b:r a frc!h 
favourable breeze: this, however, was looked upon by us as a mat
ter of little confequence, as we expeCted fuch plenty of traffic up 
the river, that our frequent anchoring would be abfolutely l1ecer~ 
fury; but in this we were difappointed. 

During 
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During the 26th and 27th, we kept ftanding up the river with 
variable winds, and moderate weather: no inhabitants came near 
us, nor any particular occurrence happened. A t noon on the y·f , 
the Burnin0" Mountain bore South-Weft by Weft. A conSJ.erab] ,! 

b 

fmoke iifued from its fummit, which is very lofty, },\" v lU.\V no 
Ii,J eruption; nor did I find, on enquiry of Cap' 2.lJ1 L~An, (.1at 
they ever faw any greater appearance of a volcano from this moun
tain, during '~heir cruize up this river, their laft Voy;:'ge) at which 

time it '>vas difcovered. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon of the 28th, we came to 
<Cl,:1chor in eleven fathom water, over a fandy bottom, the adj::cent 
coaft to the Weftward about three miles diftance, tolerabjy level, 
and likely, in the opinion of our Captains, to produce Furs. In the 
evening, a fingle canoe, with one man in her, came along-fide us, 
lmt brou;ht nothing, except a little dried falmon, which we bought 
for a few beads, with which he feemed perfeCtly fatisfied. 'Tis moft 
probablt this man came purpofely to reconnoi";:re us, and learn our 
intentions; for when he underftood that we came to trade peace
ably, and was ihewn various articles we had to traffic with, he was 
very well pleafed, and gave us to under!tand that the people (point
ing to the {hore) would bring us plenty of frins by the next day's 
iun. Early in the morning of the 29th, we had feveral canoes 
along-fide us ; fome fo [rr.aIl, that they hold only one or two men, 
and others with from ten to fourteen people in them: they 
brought u~ fkins of various forts, fuch as land and fea otters, 
bears, racoons, marmotts, &c. &c. for which they took toes and 
blue beads, but the toes are held in the great eft efrimation, a mid
dling fized toe fetching the beft otter fkin they had got. During 
he greateft part of the day, we traded with pretty good {uc
ce[s, the inhabitants behaving in a quiet, orderly manner, and 

we 
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we kept up this friendly intercourfe by every method in our 
power, being perfectly convinced, that a kind and mild treat
ment was the fureit means of procuring what we wanted from 
thefe favages. 

Towards evening, the wind blowing frelb, no canoes ventured 
to come near us; but the weather proving moderate on the 30th, 
a number of fmall canoes, and two large ones, came alo~g-fide,_ 
from whom we purchafed every thing they had worth picking up. 

By our obfervation to-day at noon, the pla.te where we now lay 
isin 60deg. 48 min. North latitude; and 152 deg. II min. Weft 
longitude. From this to the 3d of Auguft, the weather was mode
rate and fine: our friends kept bringing us fkins of various kinds, 
but gave us to underftand, that their own were all fold, and that 
they were obliged to trade with tribes in diftant parts of the coun
try, in order to fupply us. They alfo brought us great plenty of 
excellent frefh falmon, which we bought very cheap, giving a fingle 
bead for a large fifh; indeed they were fo plentiful, that at any 
time if we refufed to purchafe, they would throw the fifh on board, 
fooner than be at the pains to take them back. The falmon 
come into the river in innumerable fhoals, at this feafon of 
the year, and are caught by the natives in wears, with the 
greateft eafe; they are fmoked and dried in their huts, and make' 
a very confiderable part of their food during the Winter. What a: 
frefh inftance this of the goodnefs of Divine Providence towards his
creatures! Bow bountifully he hath provided for thefe poor 
wretches, in this barren and inhofpitable part of the world! Surely) 
after this no '*'tne can aik with the difcontented Ifraelites> " Can. 
God fpread z. table in the wildernefs." 
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'On the 4th of A ugu[t, we had a (hong breeze from the South South 
Eaft, which prevented any canoes coming near us; but the weather, 
on the 5th, being pretty moderate, feveral canoes came along-fide, but 
the people had ',·ery few {kins: and they gave us to underftand, that 
the country was pretty well drained. We were moored with both 
bo\yers, but this morning we tfwk up the beft, in order to be ready 

for tea, when Captain Portlock 1110uld make the fignal. 

In the morning of the 6th, \ye had {hong breezes from the South 
South Weft, with rain, which contmued till noon on the 7th, when 
the weather turned moderate. In the afternoon, Captain Portlock 
.came on board us, and propofed weighing anchor at four o'clock 
-the next morning. Accordingly, we weighed, and were making 
[ail, when CGptain Portlock fent his Third Mate on board us, v,lth 
a meiTage, intimating, that as the weather promifed very unfa
vourably, we had much better fray where we lay, than run the 
rifque of getting a bad fituation in a gale of wind; accordingly, we 
again let go our anchor, and Coon found his fuggefiion a good one, 
for in the evening there came on a very heavy gale of wind, which 
continued the greatefr part of the night. We again moored {hip, 
with the beft bower; but in the morning of the 9th, the weather 
growing moderate, we hove it up again, in order to be ready for 
failing with the firil: fair wind. For feveral days pafr, but few 
canoes had been near U$, and thefe brought us nothing but old tat
tered pieces, the remnants of dirty ikins which they had wore to 
defend themfelves from the inclemency of the weather: indeed for 

fome time p~ft, wh~t good fkin.s they brought were cut into firips, 
probably wIth a VIew to obtam better prices j but this practice 
Tie difcountenanced as much as pollible. 

Before 
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Before I proceed farther, let me endeavour to give thee fome 
idea of the country near the place we now lay; and furely a pro
fpeEt more dreary and uncomfortable can fcarcely be conceived, 
than that which prefented itfeJf to our view to the North Vveft. 
The1and, indeed, clofe by the fea-fide, is tolerably level, affords 
a few pines, which, together with furubs and underwoods, inter
mixed with long grafs, make the landfcape not altogether difagree
able; but the adjacent mountains, whofe rugged tops far outreach 
the clouds, abfolutely beggar all defc-ription: covered with eternal 
fnow, except where the fierce North wind blows it from their craggy 
fummits, they entirely chill the blood of the beholder, and their 
prodigious extent and il:upendous precipices, render them equally 
inacceffible to man or beaft. I had forgot, that in my lail: I pro
mifed to attempt no more defcriptions of the country at prefent, 
but the profpeet juil: mentioned had fomething in it fo awfully 
dreadful, that I could not avoid faying a few words refpecting it, 
and I know thou wilt readily forgive any little inadvertencies of 
this fort, as my only willi is, to amufe and entertain---I wi!h I 
could add, and inil:rutt thee. Thou mayeil: expeCt a continuation 
very foon. Adieu. Thine, &c. 

'COOK'S RIVER, 1 
loth Auguft. .1 

1 
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LETTER XVII. 

I on ~ ~ R V ED in my Iaft, that we held ourfelves in readiaefs 
to iail with the firft fair wind; and at five o'clock in the morn

ing of the loth of AuguftJ we weighed and made fail with mode-
rate breezes and fine weather. At eight o'clock, finding the tide 
fet us firongly in for the land, and very near a long ridge of fand 
to the Southward, we let go an anchor in ten fathom water, over 
a ftony bottom; an ii1and to the Southward, at little more than a 
mile's diftance. At five in the afternoon, we weighed and made. 
fail, but the breeze not enabling us to ftem the tide, at nine we 
were obliged to come to an anchor in twelve fathom water, over a 
rocky bottom; the N orth-Weft end of the fmall Wand to the 
Southward, bearing Weft North Weft; diftance off lhore to the 
Northward five miles; the weather moderate and fine. 

At five in the morning of the lIth, we weighed anchor, and 
kept ftanding down the river. At eight o'clock we perceived two 
Ruffian boats, with eighteen men in each, fteering for the ifland 
to the Southward. They, no doubt, were the fame people we 
faw in coming up the river. It feems to be their plan to fub ... 
jugate the poor Indians, and afterwards to exaB: what fk.ins they 
can, by way of tribute; but the people are difperfed in fo many 
different parts, that this fcheme can furely neYer anfwer their pur
pofe. At eleven o'clock we came to in nineteen fathom water, 
Anchor Point bearing South by Eaft, diftance from {hore four 
miles. Our obfervation at noon gave 60 deg. 9 min. North lati-

tude. 
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tude. Having but light breezes, we were obliged to wait for the 
tide in ftanding down the river. 

At noon on the 12th, Cape Bede bore Eaft South Eaft, and 
Coal Harbour Eaft by South. At two o'clock we came tf) in 
thirty-nine fathom water, the Barren Iflands bearing South South 
Eafi:; the Burning Mountain Weft North \Veft; Mount St. 
Auguftine South \IV eft; and Coal HarboUl Eaft. Our obfervatiol1 
gave 59 deg. 28 min. North latitude, and I 5 ~ deg. Weft longitude. 
The weather was moderate and fine) and we had great reafon to 
hope that the next tide, with a tolerable breeze, would carry us 
dear of the river. 

In regard to the extent of this river, I cannot fpeak with any 
.degree of certainty; but we know that it reaches confiderably far
ther to the·Northward than where we lay at anchor. With refpeCt 
to its breadth, it is feldom more than twenty miles over. 

The inhabitants feem not to have fixed on any particular fpot 
for their refidence, but are fcattered about here and there, as heft 
fuits their convenience or inclination. 'Tis moft probable they are 
divided into clans or tribes, as in every large canoe we faw, there 
was at leaft one perfon of fuperior authority to the reft, who not 
only direCted their traffic, but kept them in a proper degree of 
fubordination. In their manners they feern harmlefs and inoffen
five; but this might probably be occafioned by the different treat
ment they met with from us, to what the Ruffians had ufed them 
to. The weapons we faw are bows and arrows, and fpears; thefe 
are very ufeful in hunting, as well.as fighting; the fiem of the 
vanous beafts they kill ferving them for food, as their fkins. do for 
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c1oathi11g. One would reafonably fuppofe, that the ikins of large 
beafis, as bears, wolves, &c. would be held in the greatefr efrima
tion as cloaths by thefe people: this, however, is not the cafe, the. 
greater part wearing cloaks made of marmot-fkins, very neatly 
fewed together, one cloak containing perhaps more than one hun .. 
dred {kins: it is mof!: likely that their women's time is principally 
taken up in employments like thefe. Befides the fea-otter, here are 
bears, wolves, foxes, racoons, marmots, or field mice, mufquaih, 
ermine, &c. &c. but the marmot and fox feem to be in the greateft 
plenty. The trade thefe people are fondefr of for their fkins, is. 
toes, and light blue beads, fcarcelyany other fort (though we_ had 
a very great variety) being taken the leaf!: notice of ... 

In their perfons, thefe people are of a middle iize, and well pro-
portioned; their features appear regular, but their faces are fo 
bedaubed with dirt and filth, that it is impoffible to fay what fort 
of complexion they have. That perfon feems to be reckoned the 
greatefr beau amongl1:: them, whofe face is one entire piece of fmut 
and greafe, and his hair well daubed with the fame compofition. 
Thei.r nofe and ears are ornamented with beads, or teeth, if they 
cannot procure any thing eIfe: they have likewife a long flit cut in 
the under lip, parallel with the mouth, which is ornamented much 
in the fame manner with the nofe and ears; but this I could ob
ferve was always in proportion to the perf on's wealth. We faw. -
only one woman, and the people with her behaved with great 
civility, and attended her with great refpeCl:: her face, contrary to 
the general cuf!:om, was tolerably clean, and her complexion and 
features far from difagreeable: indeed I have often fcen much 
worfe-Iooking women in England. Their fmall canoes are fo con
firuEted, as to hold but one, or at moil two per[ons; and both 
thefe and the large ones are covered with ikins. It pollibly may 
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be in my power, before the conclufion of our Voyage, to give thee 
a farther account of thefe people; if fo, thou mayefr depend on it: 
in the mean time, let me proceed with 0"91' tranfaaions. 

I 

I have obferved, that the afternoon of the I2th was fine, and the 
weather continuing favourable, we weighed anchor at four o'clock 
in the morning of the I 3 th of A uguft, having a fine lead~ng breeze 
and dear weather. We frood down the river to the Eaft North 
Eaft, leaving the Barren Iilands to the Southward. 

Before. noon we were clear of Cook's River, and our defiination 
being for Prince William's Sound, we frood to the North Eail, at 
about two leagues difiance from the {hore. At noon, the Norther
mo.ft part of the Contin;ent bore North Eail: by North. and Sugar 
Loaf Iiland (one of the Barren Iilands) South VVefl. Towards the 
evening our breeze died away, and during the night, we had light 
baffling winds. 

During the former part of the I4th, we kept il:anding along the.' 
ihore, latitude at noon, 59 deg. 6 min. North. In the afternoon, 
the weather grew cloudy and hazy. At four o'cJock we tacked, and 
frood to the North Weft, but being uncertain how we were fitu
ated in reg,ard to the paffage into Prince William's Sound, at eight 
we again tacked, and frood off fho:'e till twelve o'clock .. 

On the I 5th we had light airs, with hazy 'v'leather. We had loft 
fight of the land, but at two o'clock we again faw it, bearing from 
North North Weft to Weft North Weft. On founding we found 
bottom with 103 f~thom line, mud and clay. 

Light 

17"%· 
Auguft. 
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Light airs and haz:' on the! 6th. We {till kept fran ding along 
the {hore, at about two leagues difranee; the land bearing from 
V/eft Sou~h Weft to North. On the 17th, we frill had light baf
fling winds, and cloudy weather. Having had no meridian alti
tude finee the 14th, we could not be exactly certain as to our 
fituation, but concluded the land which we now faw to the North 
EaJ to be Montague Hland. It being nearly calm, and our foun
dings greatly leffened, we came to anchor at three o'clock, in forty
three fa<;:hom water~ over a fandy bottom; difrance from fhore 
.., bJUL th'ce miles. I fhould obferve, that for fome days paft OUf 
iOUIJding,3 had varied from one hundred and twenty to twenty
eight fathom water, generally over a muddy bottom. An ifland to 
the Northward b~re from North Eaft by Eaft to North North Eaft. 
Another point ofland due North, at fix miles diftance. Whilft we 
lay at anchof, many of our people got out their fifhing-lines, think
ing we lay on a -cod-bank; they caught fome fculpins, and a few 
halibut, but were difappointed in their expeCtations of catching 
lCod. 

The weather continued thick and foggy, but at fix o'clock in 
the afternoon of the 18th, a breeze fpringing up from the South 
Weft by Weft, we weighed anchor, and ftood in for the fhore~ 
At ten o'clock, we founded with forty-five fathom line, over a 
bottom ·of fand mixed with fhells; at twelve, we had no bottom 
with eighty fathom line. 

The early part of the morning of the 19th was fo foggy, that we 
loft fight of land, but at eight o'clock 'we faw land bearing North 
~aft by North. We kept plying to windward, in order to make, 
If pollible, the South Weft paffage into Prince William's Sound 
which, at four in the afternoon, bore North Eafi: by North; th; 

Z Eaftermoft 
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Eaftermoft point of land in fight Eail: by North; Foot Iiland, from 
North by Eaft, to Weft North Weft; Leg Hland, Weft, to North 
Weft by North; the Continent South Weft. The wind blew 
frefb from the North Eaft, and, a heavy fwell fetting to the Weft
ward, we gained little or nothing. At eight o'clock in the even
ing, the South Weft Point of Montague Bland bore Eail: North 
Eaft, at four miles diftance~ The wind being variable during the 
night, we tacked occafionally. At ten o'clock we had foundings in 
forty fathom water, over a [andy bottom. 

At eight in the morning of the 20th, the land in fight bore" 
from North North Eaft to North half Weft; we had no bottom 
with a line of fifty fathom. Still we kept plying to windward, but 
with no better fuccefs than on the preceding days, owing to frelh: 
North Eafterly winds, and a current [etting t<;> the Weftward. 

The former part of the 21ft was hazy, with rain., At four in 
the afternoon, we had great hopes of making a bay near the wi!hed-, 
for entrance, being in feventeen fathom water, and within a mile 
and half of the land; but we found a ftrong current fet us bodily 
to leeward, in addition to the fwell from the Eaftward~, In the 
evening, and during the night, we had ftrong North Eafterly 
breezes, with much rain; and the former part of the 2zd w<'-" thick 
and rainy, but the wind more moderate.: We had a t()leraLIL~ 

obfervation at noon, which gave 59 deg. IS JJlin. N orth L.~Hudei' 
being the only one we could get for ten days paft. 

During the afternoon, and the whole of t~le 23d, the weather, 
was thick and hazy, with frefh variable breezes, though chiefly 
from the N Q.rth Eait, and no land in fi~ht, 

1786. 
AugufL 
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At four o'clock in the morning of the 24th, the wind ve~red to -
the South Eaft, on which we flood. right in for the land, whIch w~ 
faw at three in the afternoon, beanng from North by Eaft to We 
by North, at ten miles diftance. We had foundings in fev~nty 
fathom water, over a muddy bottom. At eight in the evenmg, 
the wind changed to the North Eaft again, and we frood off the 
land during the night, it being very uncertain h~w the curren~ 
fet. I DlaH refume the fubjeCl: very iliortly. Thme, &c. 

W. B. 
<OFF MONTAGUE ISLAND, 1 

27th Auguf1:. 5 

LET T E R XVIII. 

D u RING the 25th and 26th of Auguft, we had light winds, 
and hazy weather. At feven in the evening of the 26th, the 

wind Dlifted to the Southward, and we were in great hopes-of get
ting in with the land next day. Towards ten o'clock it came on 
to blow very frelli, fo that we hove to till three in the morning 
of t,he 27th, when we made fail, and frood to the Northward. At 
noon we faw the land, bearing due North. Our obfervation gave 
59 deg. North latitude, being the only good one we had been able 
to make for the paft fortnight. Longitude 145 deg. 44 min. Weft. 
Finding ourfelves much too far to the Eaftward, to have any hopes 
of getting into Prince vVilliam's Sound by the South Weft paffage, 
our Captains determined to try for the entrance by Cape Hinchin .. 
brooke, having a favourable breeze and moderate weather. 

I fhould 
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I fhould have obferved, that there are two paffages into the 1786. 

S d h (h' h h " d r r. . September. oun ; t e one, w lC we ave m vam attempte ror lome tlme '--v--J 

paft) to the Weftward, and the other to the Eaftward of Montague 
Iiland. At five in the afternoon we raw fome low, flat land, bear-
ing North Eafr, which we took for Kayes Iiland. At eight 0'cl0Ck 
the land a-head bore North by Weft, at ten miles diftance. The 
wind blowing frelli, we tacked, and frood off {hore during the night, 
not judging it prudent to ftand in for the land. 

In the morning of the 28th, the land bore Weft, at twelve or 
fourteen miles diftance; and by noon, we' had entirely loft fight of 
it. The weather was fqually, with rain, and a frefh North Eafterly 
breeze. All hopes of making Prince William's Sound this feafon 
were now given up, and it was determined by our Captains to freer 
for Crofs Sound, that being the next known harbour to the South
ward, where any frins vvere likely to be procured. 

From the 29th of Auguft to the 3d of September, we had frefh 
North Eafterly breezes, with fqually weather. On the 4th, the 
weather grew moderate, and tolerably pleafant, with light vari
able winds, which continued much the fame till the 7th, when we 
had a brifk gale from the North Eaft, but towards evening, it turned 
nearly calm. On the 8th, a frefh breeze fprung up from the 
South South Weft. Our obferva.tion at noon gave 58 deg. North 
latitude; and our longitude was 137 deg. 38 min. Weft. This 
being pretty near the fituation of Crofs Sound, as laid down 
by Captain Cook, we fleered North Eaft by Eafi:, and our South
erly breeze continuing, we faw land right a-head at eleven o'clock 
in the forenoon of the 9th, and at two o'clock it bore from North 
Weft to Eaft by South, at fix miles diftance. 

K Having 
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Having been at fea a month, when we expeCted only a cruize. of 
two or three days, thou mayefr imagine wewere greatly elated wIth 
the profpeCt of fpeedilycoming to anchor, and beginning to traffic; 
but all our expeCtations on this head foon vaniihed, for on ftand
ina· in for the {hore till four o'clock, and at lefs than three miles 
:diftance, we could not fee any a.ppearance of the found mentioned , 
.by Captain Cook. The coail, indeed, formed a kind of bay, but 
afForded no place, in this fituation, where a veifel could anchor~ 
with any degree of fafety. We founded with a line of I 10 fathom, 
kut found no bottom, neither was the colour of the water in the leaft 
changed; fo that there is reafon to expeCt deep water quite dofe to 

the fhare. 

Being difappointed in our expeClations of falling in with Crofs 
Sound, it was judged a needlefs waile of time to look for it in any 
other fituatio11, efpecially as Captain Cook never came to anchor 
there, but only faw it at a confiderable difla11ce; and we knew by 
experience, how deceitful the appearances of land are on this coaft, 
:occalloned by a conilant haze, which perpetually changes its pofi
tion, and renders it next to impoffible to afcertain land at a dif
fiance, with any degree of certainty~ 

The BIl)' of 1jlands was the next eligible harbour for ns to make· . ) 

1111S lay about thirty miles to the Southward and Eafiward. A 
favourable breeze fpringing up towards the evening, we flood under 
an eafy fail during the night, vvith every profpeCl: of making this 
harb.onr foo11; but in the morning of the loth, a very heavy gale 
of wmd came on fron the Southward, \\ hich continued till even· 
ing, when we had a flat calm for a few hours. 

At 
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At two o'clock in the morning of the 11th, the gale came on 1786. 

heavier than before, with much rain, and continued without inter- September. 
I-..-J. 

million till the 13th, at noon, when the weather grew moderatc, 
and tolerably clear. During the gale, we had wore occafionally, 
to prevent our getting on a lee-DlOre, and when it fubfided, we 
found ourfelves more than ten leagues from Cape Edgecombe, 
(the nearefi po~ It of land to the Bay of Hlands) our obfervation at 
noon giving 56 deg. 50 min. North latitude. However, it was 
determined to make this harbour if pollible, our fails and rigging, 
being pretty much damaged during the {torm .. 

Accordingly, we fteered Eaft North Eaft, with a moderate breeze.' 
from the Southward j and at fix o'clock in the morning of the, 
14th, we faw land, bearing from Eaft by North to North Weft, at 
fourteen miles diirance. At noon, Cape Edgecombe bore South: 
60 deg. Eaft, at ten miles difiance. Our obfervation gave 57 deg .. 
6 min. North latitude. We kept fteering to the Weft ward, in. 
expectation of finding the Bay of Hlands till five in the afternoon, 
but could not fall in with any fuch place to the Weftward of the
Cape. That part of the coail: which we examined forms a kind of 
{hallow bay, but affords not the leaft ihelter for any vena to lay at 
anchor, neither could we perceive the leaft f1gn of inhabitants .. 
We had indeed heard, that the Spaniards anchored very near this 
place, in 1775, but this account \ye were afraid was not abfolLltely 
to be depended on. At fix o'clock we hauled our vvind to the
Southward, intending to examine the South Eaft fide of the 
Cape; but at midnight a very heavy gale of wind fprung up from 
the South Eafr, which continued during the whole of the 15th, 
with heavy and continued rain; this made us glad to keep off the 
land as much as poffible, fa that in the forenoon of the 16th, we. 
were more than twenty leagues to the Southward of Cape Edge~ 

combe 
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combe. The wind grew more moderate, but variable, and fre
quently fqually, with rain. The weather was thick, ~nd. fo hazy, 
that we could not fee a mile a-head. The fea[on Dlppmg away 
very faft, all hopes of making the Bay of IDands were given ~p, 
.and it was determIned to freer for King George's Sound, keepmg 
in, however, with the coaft, that no opportunity of accidentally 
meeting with a harbour might be loft. 

The weather on the 17th grew moderate, and a fine WefterIy 
breeze came on early in the morning: our latitude at noon was 
55 deg. IS min. North; and our longitude 13 6 deg. 14 min. 
Weft. \Ve ftill had a fine North Wefterly breeze, and at one 
o'clock on the 18th, being then fteering due Eaft, we faw land 
right a-head, on which we frood direCtly for it. Our latitude 
at noon was 53 .deg. 46 min. North, and our longitude 134 
deg. 22 min. Wefr. At fix o'clock we were well :n with the 
land; but finding no harbour, nor the leaft fign of any inhabi
tants, we bore up, and frood to the Southward. The land we faw 
was high, and bore North 65 deg. Eaft, at four miles diftance. 
The evening was fine, clear, and ferene. We faw a fpecies of bird 
quite different from any we had hitherto feen: his make was long 
and fiender, yet his flight was very heavy. The tips of his' wings 
and tail were white, and his wings were finely variegated. He was 
nearly the fize of a fmall gull. We likewife faw wild-geefe of 
various fpecies, in great numbers. 

. The freih N?rtherly breeze continued during the 19th; the land 
III fight at fix 111 the morning bore from North Weft to North 
Eafr; difrance off fuore about nine leagues. Our obfervation at 
noon gave 51 deg. 56 min. North; and our longitude 133 deg. 
Weft. 

The 
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The weather during the 20th and 2 Iil: was moderate, and we ~ ) i'/)' 
• • • 0Ct'",,)11[Jcr. 

kept il:anding to the Eafiward; the coail: III fight at eIght or nme '--v---oJ 

leagues diftance. On the Z I il:, at noon, being in 50 deg. 40 min. 
North latitude, we faw an Wand, bearing North 53 deg. Eail:. In 
the afternoon we had a large fhark along-fide. I mention this as 
it is a fifh rarely feen in fuch Northerly latitudes. At fix o'clock 
the Hland, or rather Hlands we had feen at noon, bore from North 
22 deg. Eait to North 43 deg. Eait, at three leagues diftance. 

During the 2zd we ftood to the Eaftward, for King George's 
Sound, with a frefh breeze from the North Weft. At one 
o'clock Woody Point bore North Weft by Weft, at two miles 
diftance. At fome diftance to the Weftward of the Point is 
a rock, which obtained the name of Split-Rock, and appears 
joined by a low reef to the coaft. The Eaftermoft point of land 
bore North North Eaft, and from that to Woody Point, the coaft 
forms a kind of bay, covered with pines, fome of which have a 
very beautiful appearance, the land next the fea being pretty low, 
and tolerably level. ' The day being thick and hazy, we were not 
able to get any obfervation to determine our latitude, and it being 
impoffible for us to make the found by day-light, Captain Dixon 
judged it moil: prudent to ftand off the {hore during the night, as 
it abounds with rocks and breakers. Captain Portlock, however, 
hoiil:ed out his boat, and fent his Third Mate round the Eaftermoft 
point of land, to look for an anchoring birth, but he not fucceed .. 
ing, we hauled to the South Weft, and frood off fuore till the 
morning of the 23d. At fun-fet, the neareft point of land was 
about fix miles dift~nt. We founded in forty-five fathom water, 
.over a hard rocky bottom. 

This harbour being our dernier refource for this feafon, thou 
mayeft imagine we are extremely anxious to make it: what fuc

cefs 
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cefs we may meet with, will be the fubjeCt of my next. Adieu. 

Thine ever, 
\v. -B. 

OFF KIl\G GEORGE'S SOUND. l 
24th September. .s 

LETTER XIX. 

A T the conc1ufion of my 1aft, we were flattered with hopes of 
_ fpeedily making our long wiilied for port: thefe hopes, I am 

fincerely forry t.o tell thee, are now all over, for this year at leaft: 
however, anticipation apart---Iet me proceed to give thee a regular 
account of our ill fortune. 

I obferved before, that we were within fix miles of the land in 
the evening of the 22d, and that we hauled to the Southward 
during the night. At fix in the morning of the 23d, we made 
fail, and frood nearly North Eaft, with a freili breeze from the . 
North Weft. At eight o'clock Split-Rock bore North 40 deg. 
Weft, at fix leagues diftance. Our obfervation at noon gave 49 
deg. 50 min. North latitude, and our longitude was 127 deg. 52 
min. Weft; fo that we were near twenty miles to the N o1'th
ward, and fifty miles to the Weftward of our harbour. The Bluff 
Head to the Weftward bore North 69 deg. Weft, and the Eafter
moft land South 60 deg. Eaft, at fix miles diftance. During 
the afternoon, the breeze grew lighter, and towards five o'clock it 
was nearly calm, fo that it was impoffible to make the found, on 

which 
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-which we hauled our wind to the Southward. Our obfervation 1786. 
September. 

at noon had, however, enabled us to determine the entrance into ~ 
the harbour to a certainty. At fix o'clock, the point of the found 
bore North 60 deg. Eaft; diftance fixteen or feventeen miles. At 
eight we founded with a line of fifty-feven fathom, over a muddy 
bottom. During the night, we had light, variable winds, and 
fometimes fqually, with rain. 

In the morning of the 24th, we again frood for the land, fteer .. 
ing North Eaft by Eaft? with a moderate breeze from South Eail: 
by Eaft, but we foon had light, baffling, variable winds, and fre
quently calm; fo that we could not poffibly make the harbour. 
Our obfervation at noon gave 49 deg. 28 min. North latitude, 
The point of land at the eritrance of the found bore North Eaft, 
at four leagues diftance, and Point Breakers Eaft 6 deg. South; 
difiance fix miles. At two o'clock we founded, with a line of 65 
fathom, over a rocky bottom. At four o'clock the harbour bore 
North 55 deg. Eaft; diftance four leagues; and at fix, the extremes 
of the land bore from Eaft 9 deg. South to North, 25 deg. Weft. 
Nootka Point, North Eaft by North; difrance ten miles. We had 
foundings with a line of fifty-five fathoms, over a muddy bottom. 

During the forenoon of the 25th, we had light variable airs, 
with frequent ihowers of rain. At noon, though we were not 
more than ten miles diftant from the entrance into the found, yet 
frequent calms, with light baffling winds in every direction, toge
ther with a heavy rolling fwell Fetting in right on the land, ren
dered it impraCticable for us to fr~nd ill for the {hore; fo that at 
five o'clock we wore, and frood to the Southward. At fix o~clock 
the extremes of the l~nd bore from Eaft by South to Weft North 
Weft, diftant about eight miles. In the evening, the wind blev,' 

2 frdh 
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J 786. freth at South Eaft; and by ten at night, increafed to a violent 
s~.;:; gale, attended with very heavy rain 

About three in the morning of the 26th, a moft tempeftuous 
ftorm of thunder and lightning came on, the rain frill contiriuing. 
The claps of thunder were aftonithingly loud, and the lightning 
fo very fierce, that it blinded the people 011 deck for a confiderable 
time, and every fiath left a {hong fulphurous french behind. 

I was upon deck during the great eft part of the frorm; and I 
mufr own to thee, that the awful and tremendous appearance of 
the elements (if I may be allowed the expreffion) affeCted me greatly. 
How often have I thought, that nothing in nature could equal the 
thunder ftorm fo beautifully defcribed by Thomfon, in his Seafons : 
but here, every awful fituation in Thomfon's piCture was brought 
on the canvafs in the moft confpicuous point of view, and the 
majefty of the whole ftill heightened by the roaring of the wind, 
the raging of the fea, and a more than common darknefs, which 
overfpread the furrounding atmofphere. 

Towards fix in the morning the frorm abated, and we again had 
light baffiing winds, and a very heavy crofs fea, which prevented 
us from ftanding in for the {hore, efpecially as the morning was 
thick and hazy. At ten o'clock we faw the land, bearing from 
North Weft to Eaft, about nine miles diftant; but frequent calms, 
and a heavy fwell fetting right in {hare, made us glad to keep from 
the land as much as pollible, and more efpecially, as from the point 
of the harbour, and at leaft two miles from {hare there runs a , 
reef of breakers, for two miles to the Northward. During the 
afternoon and night, we had light variable winds, with rain. 

At 
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At four in the morning of the 27th, a frefh breeze fpringing up 1786. 
Sepfember. 

from South South Weft, we made fail, and frood for the harbour j '--.--I. 

but by ten o'clock the breeze died away, and we had baffling winds)' 
with a heavy fwell from the Southward, which fet us direEl:ly on 
the breakers juft mentioned; fo that our fituation, for fome time, 
was rather alarming. However, foon after eleven o'clock, we were 
pretty clear of the danger. The King George was to the South-
ward of us, fo that Captain Portlock was under no great degree of 
apprehenfion on his own account. At noon, the Weft point of 
the harbour bore North 60 deg. Fait; and the extremes of the 
land, from W eft North Wefl: to Eafr by South. The afternoon 
and evening were fqually, with heavy frorms of hail. At fix 
o'clock, the entrance into Nootka Sound bore North, ~5 deg. Eaft ,-
twelve miles diftant. During the night,. we had light variabh 
mrs. 

At half paft five in the morning of the 28th, we' again bore up 
for the found, but unfortunately had the fame light airs, and heavy' 
fwell to encounter, as on the preceding day; fo that finding it im,.. 
pofiible to make the harbour, at eleven o'clock we hauled to the 
Southward. At noon, the point of the harbour bore North, 65 
deg. Eaft, {even miles diitant. The wind, during the afternoon} 
being ftilllight and variable, with a heavy :(~vell, we kept ftanding 
to the Southward. At [even o~clock, Captain Portlock fpoke us, 
and informed us, that he intended to quit the coait, and frand 
immediately for Sandwich Hlands, dir~[ting us at the fame time 
to fteer South South Weft, or South by Weft, if the Wind per
mitted. The harbour at that time bore Eai1 North Ea!l-, {even 
leagues diftant. DUflng the night we had light variable winds~ 
with frequent thowers of hail and rain; but at five in the morning 
-of the 22th, a frefh breeze fprung up from the Weftward, which 

L enabled 
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<. nabled us to {hape our courfe agreeably to Captain Portlock's 
direction, though I mufi own we left the coaft reluctantly, and 
the more [0, as the pre[ent wind was what we wanted to carry us 
into the found. Indeed it ihould be remembered, that the wind 
for [orne days paft had been as favourable as we could willi, when 
at adiftance from the {hore, but always grew light and variable, 
as we dreVI near the land; and there is every reafon to imagine 
this would have been the cafe at prefent: fo that on the whole, we 
probably may'havecaufe to rejoice atthis unexpeCted determinat.ion. 
At n0011, the harbour bore North 40 deg. Eaft, diftant about 
twelve leagues; our latitude was 49 deg. 15 min. North; and the 
longitude 127 deg. 35 min. Weft. Before night we had entirely 
loft fight of the coaft. Thus ended all our hopes of making King 
George's Sound this feafon. 

If we take a retro[peB: view of occurrences fince our leaving 
Cook's River, we feem to have been peculiarly unfuccefsful in all 
our attempts to gain a [econd harbour on this inhofpitable coaft. 
Twice ii,dced, (viz. at Crofs Sound, and the Bay of Hlands) our 
mifcarri(1,gc was owing, in a great meafure, to mifinformatioll; 
and that we did 110t make either Prince William's, or N ootka 
Sound, may jufily be attributed to unfavourable winds, and bad 
weather, things which ml1ft ever baffle the fl:rongeft efforts of 
human wifdom; and, though we were unacquainted with Captain 
Portlock's motives for leaving the coaft, yet he no doubt was con
vinced, that every attempt had been made that prudence could 
fuggefr, conflftent with the fafety of the vefTels, or the lives of the 
people. 

~hus ends our .£1r11: trading campajgn, and though not abfl!utely 
uniuccefsful, yet It affords a moft ufefullefTon for many fituations 

U"l, 
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in life, and would furni1h me with an ample field for haranguing 1786. 

on the uncertainty and unftability of all worldly expectations, &c. s~ 
&c. but thou wilt fufpea me of an attempt to palm a pack of 
rufty thread-bare moral fentences on thee; [0 that I ihall conclude 
at once. Thine ever, 

AT SEA, J 
2d October. 

W. H. 

xx. 

H A VING pretty well reconciled ourfelves to the unavoidable 
difappointments we met with on the American Coaft, our 

thoughts, like the Ifraelites of old, were fixed on the fldh-pots of 
Egypt; Of, to drop the metaphor, we cOlr.forted ourfelves with the' 
hope of many a delicious regale among the hogs, yams, and other 
good chear of Sandwich Hlands. 

Perhaps from what I faid in my laft, refpeCting our bad fuccefs~ , 
thou wilt concluue we left the coaft without any thing worth 
notice. To fet thee right in that particular, I ihall juft obferve, 
that we collected in Cook's River near fixty prime otter-ikins i 
about the f2.:11e quantity of an inferior kind; about twenty fine 
marmot cloaks, together with racoons, foxes, &c. [;ce. futllcient to, 
fill three punc:1:ons; fo that onr purchafes, if not very great, were 
far from defpicable. Captain Portlock's [ucce[s w;).s) I believe, 
nearly fimilar to our's. 

\Vt. 
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We left King George's Sound, as I have already obferved, on the 
29th of September, with a fine Wefrerly breeze; but it fhifted to 
the Eafiward on the 3oth~ with moderate weather. 

On the 3 Iir, the wind again blew from the Weftward, the weather 
was clear and fine. On the 4th of October, we had clofe foggy 
weather, with frequent fqualls. On the 7th, at noon, our latitude 
was 43 deg. ~ min. and our longitude 131 deg. 59 min. Weft: we 
had variable winds, the weather ftill foggy. During the night the 
wind blew a ihong gale from the Wefrward; but towards the 
morning of the 8th, it grew moderate. 

About eight o'clock in the evening of the 11th, there was a kind 
of fiery meteor feen playing about the ihip. As failors havea tole
rable ihare of fuperitition, an appearance of this kind is much 
dreaded by them, and is univerfally known by the appellation of 
Davy Jones. Davy's power is very great, but he is fuppofed to 
prefide more immediately over the winds and waves, though he 
feldom or ever appears for any good purpofe ; and this I prefume 
makes the honeft tars af~aid of his Worfhip. 

'Tis fomewhat itrange, that a fet of men, who defpife real dan
gers, which might appall the floutdJ heart, ihould be terrified with 
ideal fears of their own creating, and thofe raifed by an object fit 
only for a bug-bear to children. 

During the night we had a {hong gale of wind from the South
ward, with heavy rain. A circumitance of this fort happening Io 
foon after the appearance of Davy Jones, ferves greatly to ftrengthen 
the fuperfiitious opinion which failors already entertain of him. 

In 
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In the morning of the I2th, the weather moderated; and at ten 1'786. 

0' clock the wind {hifted to the Northward, blowing a fine freih breeze. ~ 

At noon on the 13th, our latitude was 37 deg. 2 min. North; 
and our longitude, being the mean of feveral fets of lunar obfer
vations, I34 deg. 47 min. Weft. In this fituation we perceived a 
current fetting pretty ihong to the Eail:ward. 

On the 14th, we caught three large tharks, which were very 
acceptable, on account of the oil they afforded us, and which we 
could ufe, not only for the binnacle, but to pay our mail:s, rig
ging, &c. our oil running thort. From the 14th to the 24th, 
nothing occurred worth notice. During this time we had variable 
winds, and pretty moderate weather. 

On the 25th, our latitude was 33 deg. North; and thelongitude 
143 deg. 36 min. Weft. We had a moderate breeze from South 
South Eaft, with frequent {howers of rain. This afternoon we 
had a fpecies of birds about the {hip, which I take to be the {hi
ated fand-piper of Pennant, two of which were fo tame, that our 
people had nearly caught them. 

From this to the 31ft, we had little variety. The weather in 
general was tolerably fine, though fometimes fqually, with rain. 
Our obfervation at noon gave 29 deg. 5 min. North latitude; and 
148 deg. Weft longitude. 

On the 1 ft of November, we looked out for St. Maria Le Corta, 
which is laid down in Cook's Chart, in 27 deg. 50 min. North lati
tude; and 149 deg. Weft longitude; and the fame afternoon, failed 
direCtly over it. Indeed we fcarcely expected to meet with any fuch 
place, as it is copied by Mr. Roberts into the above Chart, from the 

I fame 
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1786. fame authority which we had already found to be erroneous, 

N~. refpeCting Los Majos, and Roco Partida. 

On the 5thof November, at noon, we were in 24 deg. 32 min. 
North latitude; and the wind blowing from the Eaftward for fome 
days pall, gave us fome hopes of a fteady trade; but in this we 
were difappointed, for in the 'afternoon the wind hauled to the 
Southward, and we had a very material alteration in the weather, 
which was continually fqually, with rain. This time of the year 
feerns to be the ftorrny feafon near the Sandwich Hlands; for 
though we had often :Chong gales of wind, yet they were never 
fteady or lafiing, but came on us fuddenly, attended with impe
tuous torrents of rain. 

The weather on the 8th and 9th, was extremely fuItry, with 
lightning almoft in every direCtion, particularly in the evening of 
the 9th. About four o'clock in the morning of the loth, we had 
a violent gull of wind, which lafted about half an hour, attended 
with exceeding heavy rain, which greatly contributed to render the 
atmofphere cool and pleafant. 

The fcarcity of birds for many days paft, was rather remarkable; 
and 1\~or.:: particlarly fo, as the Tropic birds are peculiar to the 
latitude we were in: indeed on the 9th, we faw 'one folitary man of 
war bird, and the fame day caught two dolphins, with hook and 
line, V/hich were the only fiih we had been able to lay hold of finee 
O~f leaving the Continent. OUf latitude at noon was 22 deg. 54 
nUll. North; and the longitude 154 deg. 14 min Weft. 

In the forenoon of the 11th, the wind veered to the Northward, 
and the weather grew moderate and fine. 

On 
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On the 12th, we caught a {hark, with a fowl, and part of a turtle 1786. 
. h' b 11 h' I' I . d' d h f f November, 111 IS e y: t IS P am Y III lcate t at we were not ar rom ~ 
land; and indeed we knew that the Hland of Atoui was under our 
lee, our obfervation at noon giving 2 I deg. 30 min. North lati-
tude; and the mean of feveral fets of lunar obfervations, 152 deg. 
4 min. Weft longitude. We had a fine North Eafrerly breeze, with 
clear weather. 

Towards the evening, feveral flocks of fand-pipers were flying 
about the fhip. For fome time pail: we had fteered well to the 
Southward, having been greatly retarded by Souther1y winds; but 
this evening Captain Portlock fpoke us, and direaed us to fteer 
South South Weft, as it appeared by our obfervations, that we 
were well to windward of all the if1ands. 

On the 13th, at noon, our latitude was 20 deg. 36 min. North; 
and finding ourfelves well to windward of Owhyhee, the ifland we 
firft intended to touch a~, we fteered more to the Wefrward, with 
a moderate Eafterly breeze, and fine weather. . 

On the 14th, at n0011, we were in 20 deg. 6 min. [Torth latitude; 
and the mean of feveral lunar obfervations giving 152 deg. 39 
min. Weft longitude: we fteered Weft by South. We had various 
fpecies of birds flying about US, as fand-l2.rks, man of war birds, 
&c. The dolphin were pretty numerous, and we caught feveral 
{harks, one of which had a large turtle entire in his belly. Our 
latitude on the 15th was 20 deg. 7 min. 1',~ orth. For fome days 
paIt we had fufpeEted a ftrong, current to fet to the Northward, 
between Owhyhee and Mowee; and this circumHance put the 
matter beyond a doubt, as our cour[e from the 14th, at noon, to 
the 15th, gave a number of miles to the Southward. About five 
in the afternoon, we fa w high land above the clouds, bearing South 

2 South 
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South Weft, ten or twelve leagues diftant, which we immediately 
knew to be Monakaah, a high mountain on Owhyhee. During 
the night, we frood to the Weft North Weft, under an eafy fail; 
and at [even in the morning of the 16th, Monakaah bore South 25 
deg. Weft. A confid~rable [pace on its fummit was covered with 
fnow; and I have every reafon to think, that this mountain is never 

totally free. 

During the forenoon, we free red nearly Weft by South, about 
three miles diftant from Dlore, with a fine Eafrerly breeze; but 
the fea running pretty high, no canoes ventured off to us. At 
two o'clock we raw Mowee, bearing North 70 deg. weft, about 
[even leagues diftant. The day being now very clear) we had an 
uninterrupted view of Monakaah, the higheft land in Owhyhee. 
This mountain, though undoubtedly very lofty, has nothing 
ftupendous in its appearance, the afcent to it on all fides appearing 

gradual and eafy. 

That part of the iDand which we now coafted along, is very 
beautiful. The land appears to be laid out in diftinCt plantations,. 
everyone of which feemed in a high ftate of cultivation. The 
higher grounds are covered with trees, which yield a never-failing 
verdure; and in three or four place'), there are abrupt breaks in 
the land. Thefe chafms being well fupplied with plentiful ftreams 
of fine water, render the landfcape truly delightful.. 

As Karakakooa Bay had been found, on feveral accounts, an 
improper place to anchor in, it was determined to examine another 
bay, which lay round the South Weft. This bay had been looked 
into dur~ng Captain Cook's ilay here, and we expeCted it would 
afford a good harbour; but about four in the afternoon the breeze 
died away, and feveral canoes coming from ihore. we ho e t . , .. v 0, 111 

Qrder-
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order to trade with the natives, who brought hogs, plantains, 1786; 

b d f . & l' I ft r r J: l' Novemotr . . rea - nut, potatoes, e. w lIC 1 were a mo lealonable 111PP y 111 ~ 

our prefent fituation, many of our people being affeEted with the 
[curvy: indeed, when we confider how much time had e1apfed 
finee our leaving thefe iflands laft, and how fmall a quantity of 
frefh provifions we had been able to procure during that time, it 
is almoft a wonder that we fhould enjoy fo good a ftate of health 
as we did; but this, under Providence, was owing, in fome mea-
fure, to a free ufe of various antifceptics which we had in great 
plenty on board. In the evening, and during the night, we had a 
dead calm, with hot fultry weather, attended with a good deal of 
lightning. 

In the morning of the 17th, a light breeze fprung up at South 
'South Weft, and we ftood for the bay before-mentioned. How
ever, being willing to purchafe as many neceifaries as pollible, 
Captain Portlock fent his Firft Mate (Mr. Macleod) in the whale 
boat) to examine the bay; mean while, the {hips lay to, in order 
to trade with the natives. At five in the afternoon, Mr. Macleod 
returned, and reported, that there was no fafe anchorage in the bay; 
and that not only from a bad bottom, but as the harbour was 
entirely expofed to South-Wefterly winds. This being the cafe, our 
intention of anchoring at Owhyhee was laid afrde: however, it was 
determined to keep near this part of the ifland fome time, if the 
wind would permit, as it was known to afford hogs in abundance. 

During the 18th we lay to, and plied occafionally, as fuited our 
conveniency, for trade. The people were bufily employed in kil .. 
ling and falting hogs for fea-fiore. 

( M Thi~ 
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1786. Thi5 part of the ii1and affords but few cocoa-nuts, or plantains; 
N~. vegetables in the greateft plenty are bread-fruit, and fweetpota-

toes. 

Among the various curiofities brought by the natives to [elI~ 
were a kind of ba.fkets, about eighteen inches high, and five or fix 
inches in diameter, of a circular form, and exceeding neatly made. 
The wicker work of which they were made was frequently varie
gated with twigs of a red colour, and had a pretty effeCt. The[e 
balkets were quite new to us, having [een nothing of this fort 
when at the iflands before. 

The morning of the 19th being very fine, and the weather pro
mifing, Captain Portlock paid us a vifit) and propo[ed ftaying the 
greateft part of the day; but a ftrong breeze [pringing up from 
South Weft, he went on board his own {hip early in the afternoon. 
Mowee at this time bearing Weft of us, it was determined to make 
the Eaftermoft point, and come to anchor there. 

I (hall conclude for the prefent; but notwithftanding the variety 
which furrounds us) will refume my pen very [oon. Adieu. 
Thine, &c. 

OFF SANDWICH ISLANDS,,} 
20th November. 

"V. B. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXI. 

C O N T R A R Y winJ~, and unfettled weather, frufi:rated our 
defign of anchoring at Mowee:; but let me lead thee to this 

difappointment in courfe. 

In the afternoon of the 19th November, the wind blew frelh at 
South Weft:; and towards evening, increafed to a ftrong gale, 

, attended with thunder, lightning, and heavy rain:; on which we 
. lay to during the night under a clofe-reefed main top-fail, wearing 
occafionally, and taking every method to guard againft any mif": 
chief we might receive from fudden gufts of wind, which frequently 
are felt amongft thefe iflands. 

The morning of the 20th being pretty moderate, the wind frill 
_South Weft, we made fail, and ftood for the Eaftermoft point of 
Mowee, fteering W eft North Weft:; but about noon, as we got 
under the lee of the land, the breeze leffened, and we had nearly a 
calm. Several canoes came off to us, but what they brought to fell 
was very trifling, being only three or four fma11 pigs, a few pota
toes, and a little bread-fruit. At noon, the North Weft end of 

.Mowee bore Weft North \Veft, five or fix leagues diftant; the 
weather was extremely hot and fultry; the thermometer being 90 
degrees. Having ljght baffling winds during the afternoon, we 
kept ftanding along lhore, in order to purchafe whatever refrelh
ments the inhabitants brought to us, 

I The 
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The Wand Mowee has nothing peculiarly {hiking in its appear
ance. The Eaft end of the iiland is very high, but does not appear 
mountainous, as it defcends in a pretty regular 110pe to the water's 
edge. The landfcape is prettily diverfified with trees of various 
kinds, plantations, &c. but thefe [eem greatly inferior to thofe I 

faw at Owhyhee. 

About five in the aftenloon, we had a {hong breeze at South 
Weft, and the weather grew very fqually, on which we £hortened 
fail, and frood to the North Weft. At eight o'clock the Weft end 
of Mowee bore South Wefr, five leagues diftant. During the night 
the weather was pretty moderate. 

At fix in the morning of the 21ft, we wore and ftood to the 
Southward. At eight, the Eaft end of Mowee bore South 2<:1 

deg. Eaft; and the HlandMorotoy Weft South Weft. Our obfer
vation at noon gave 2 I deg. 12 min. North latitude; the extremes 
of Mowee bore from South 15 deg. Eaft to South 60 deg. Weft ; 
the center of Morotoy South 76 deg. Weft. The weather during 
the afternoon and night was hot and fultry, with light variable 
winds. 

In the morning of the 22d, we had a number of canoes along
fide, from whom we purchafed potatoes, taro, plantains, fugar
cane, and many other articles for the £hip's ufe. The wind conti
nued light and variable, the £hip's head frequently round the com
pafs. At noon, the main land of Morotoy bore Weft by South, 
eight or nine miles diftant. 

I £hould obferve, that the people who came to us from Mowee 
and Morotoy, feemed to admire our veffels more than any we had 

hitherto 
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hitherto met with: ~tis probable that many of them had never 1786. 
feen any £hips before. November. 

During the 23d, we had light winds, fometimes at Eail:, or Eail:: 
. South Eaft, but frequently variable. Being a good diftance from 
thore, no canoes came near us. At noon, the South end of Moro
toy bore South 8 deg. Eaft, five leagues diftant; our latitude was 
21 deg. 30 min. North. At fix o'clock the body of Morotoy bore. 
South three-quarters Wefr; and Mowee South Eafr by South; dif
tant from ihore about fix leagues. During the greatefr part of the 
night, we had a freih breeze at South Eaft; and at four o'clock in 
the morning of the 24th, we wore, and ftood to the South South. 
Weft. At noon, the Eaft end of Nlowee bore South 25 deg. Eaft ;. 
but we were fo far from land, that no canoes came near us. At 
five o'clock we faw Owhyhee, which bore South 25 deg. Eaft ; 
and the Wefl: end of Mowee South; diftant about [even leagues. 

During the night, and greatefl: part of the 25th, we had light 
variable winds. Moil: of our hogs and vegetables being expended,. 
it was our intention to make Owhyhee as foon as pollible, in order 
to procure a frem fupply. In the evening of the 25th, a frefh 
breeze fprung up from the Southward, which continur:d with very 
little alteration during the 26th and 27th. Our latitude at noon, 
Oil the 26th, was 2 I deg. 25 min. North. The Eaft end of 
Mowee then bore South three quarters Eaft. At noon on the 27th, 
Mowee bore South by Eaft, and Morotoy South 24 deg. Weft;. 
the .weather tolerably fine, and the wind at South South '~ldt. 

The wind amongft thefe Hlands feems never to blow from one 
point for any length of time; nor can a fteady trade wind, at this 
time of the year, by any means be depended on: fometimes we had 

2 Eafrerb: 
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.Eaftedy winds, then Southerly, South Weft, W.eft, North Weft, 
North, and, in 1hort,- all round the compafs, Juft as we opened 

different points of land. 

The wind fti11 hanging to the Southward, all intentions 6f 
making Owhyhee were given up. 

On the 28th, being within four miles of Morotoy, we had feve
ral canoes along-fide, which brought us a few fmall hogs, together 
with fome taro and potatoes, but far from fufficient to fupply us, 
fo that it was determined to fteer for Whahoo. It unluckily hap
l)ened, _ that any freJh breezes we met with came on generally in 
the night, when prudence did not permit us to make much fail; 
and in the day-time we had generally light baffling winds. 

At noon, on the 28th, the Bluff end of Morotoy bore South 
Weft by Weft, about twelve miles diftant. In the afternoon, we 
had fome fine cool~ng {howers of rain, which made the weather 
much cooler, and more agreeable than -it had been for fome time 
paft. 

At eight o'clock in the morning of the 29th, we faw Whahoo, 
and at noon, the Eaft Hummock bore Weft South Weft, about 
eight leagues difrant. Our obfervation gave 2 I deg. 26 min. 
North latitude. During the afternoon, we kept ftanding along 
the Coaft of Morotoy. At eight o'clock the Round Hummock on 
Whahoo bore Weft South Weft, and the Weft end of Morotoy, 
South by Eail:. We tacked, and frood to the North Eaft till twelve 
{)'clock, when we again tacked, and freeted So~th Weft by Weft. 

In 
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In the forenoon of the 3,oth, we kept ftanding South Weft, with 1786. 

a fine breeze at South Edft. Our obfervation at noon gave 2 I November. 

deg. 20 min. North latitude. The Weft end of Morotoy bore '-'f--J 

Scuth 45 deg. Eail:; and. Whahoo South Weft, diftant about two 
leagues. 

At five in the afternoon we came to anchor in eight fathom' 
water, in the bay we lay in before, and pretty near our old fitu
ation, the Eait extreme of the bay bearing Eaft by South; and the 
Weftermoft land Weft by South, half South, about two miles dif
tant from {hore. In the evening we moored {hip, with the fiream 
anchor and cable •. 

_ As it is more than a fortnight fince we £lrft made the if1ands~ 
thou mayeft think it fomewhat extraordinary that we did not get 
into a harbour before; but thou. muft confider, that hogs and
vegetables, being what we chiefly wanted, could in general be as 
eafily procured, by plying off and on, as coming to anchor. 
Again, having a confiderable time to fpend among thefe it1ands, 
we were 10th to leave thofe to windward, as in that cafe it would 
be next to im pollible. to fetch them again ,. 

If thefe reafons, joined to the contrary and light winds we have 
had lately, are not fufficient for thee, it is out of my power to give 
thee any better: indeed'! give myfelf little concern about the mat
ter, generally thinking with Pope, that" whatever is, is right." 

Howeyer, I cannot help congratulating myfelf on our prefent 
fituation, compared with what it would have been, had we win
tered in King George's Sound: perhaps by this time the greateil: 
part of us--but I will trouble thee with no perhaps's; Jet it 

fuffice) 
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1786. fuffice, that we are, to a man, in tolerable health, and excellent 
Deceml;er. fDirits. 
~---' -'-

I fhall take the earlieft opportunity to communicate our tran ... 
factions at this place. Mean while believe me ever thine, 

W. B .. 
WHAHOO, I 
~'1d Dec. .f 

LET T E R XXII. 

/' 

E ARL Y in the morning of the 1ft of December, the people 
-1 began to overhaul our rigging, fore and aft, it being very 

much out of order. By day-light we had a number of canoes 
-along-fide, chiefly loaded with water, which we purchafed on the 
fame eafy terms as before, viz. a large calabafh for an eight-penny 
'Of ten-penny nail, and [maller ones in proportion. 

Many of thefe gourds, or calabafhes, are very wide at the top, and 
ufed by the natives for various purpofes, and particularly to hold a 
kind of pudding made of taro. So eagerly did they purfue this 
profitable traffic, that they feldom waihed their veffels, and we 
unavoidably got taro pudding mixed among the water; but ,ve 
found it of little or no prejudice, though the fight would perhaps 
not have been altogether pleafing to an epi~ure. The. people 
hrought fome hog~, potatoes, and taro, but not a fufficient quan-
1 ity to fupply us from day to day: on our enquiring the reafon, 

we 
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we were given to underfrand, that the hogs and vegetables were 1786. 

tabooed, till the King had been on board the ihips, and that they D~, 
expeCted him to pay us a vifit very £hortly. If I remember right,. 
I mentioned the taboo when we were lafr at the Hlands. I ihall 
now only jufr obferve, that its operation is very extenfive, and 
regards not only places, but food, and, in {hort, every aCtion of 
life. 

In the afternoon of the dr, we had frequent [qualls, attended 
with a good deal of rain. 

By noon on the 3d, we had compleated our water, and could: 
have procured a great deal more, the natives frill bringing it with: 
the greatefr avidity. Indeed this is not to be wondered"at, if we 
confider the great value they fet on iron, and that water eofts them: 
only the trouble of fetching from {hore. 

Befides nails) we found buttons very ufeful in our traffic with 
thefe people. To the credit of the men be it fpoken, they lookecL 
on them as things of no value; but the females raw them in a very 
rlifferent point of view, and were exceedingly fond of wearing them, 
round their wrifts and aneles as bracelets, calling them Booboo~ 
and fometimes Poreema. As gallantry is perhaps equally preva
lent here, as in more civilized nations, the men frequently pre
ferred buttons to nails (contrary to their better judgment) in their 
traffic. This is an incontefrible proof, that the power of beauty is 
not confined within the narrow limits of our polite European cir
cles, but has equal influence all over the world. 

In the forenoon of the 4th, Teereteere, the King, paid us a vifit, 
He came in a large double canoe, attended by two young men, 

N ~o 
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who we l1nderL1:ood were his nephews, and a number of other 
Chiefs. The King is a good-looking man, and appears about 
forty-five or fifty years old: he is tall, [haight, and well-made, 
but his eyes ·feem rather weak: and affeCted with a kind of fheum j 

but whether this is owing to difeafe, or a temporary cold, I cannot 
fay. None of the Chiefs had any thing {hiking in their appear
ance, though it was eafy to fee that they were above the common 
rank. 

The King's nephews were by far the fineft men we had yet feen 
at any of the iflands: they are n0t brothers. Piapia, the elder, 
being, if we underftood right, fon to the King of Atoui; and 
Myaro, theyounger, fon to a fiL1:er of Teereteere. 

Piapia is about five feet nine inches high, ftraight, and well pro
portioned; his legs and thighs very mufcular, his ftep firm, and 
rather graceful j and there is a dignity in his deportment which 
ihews him to be a perfon of the firft confequence. His counte
nance is free and open, but rather disfigured by the 10fs of three 
fore teeth, which, as I underftood, were broke for the 10fs of a 
relation, it being the cuftom here for the Arees, or Chiefs, to part 
with a tooth at the death of a friend; his legs, thighs, arms, 
and various parts of his body, are tattooed in a very curious man
ner. 

Myaro is nearly as tall as his coufin, but caft, (if I may be al
lowed the expreffion) in a more delicate mould: he walks ereEl: and 
fiately, and his fiep is very graceful and majefiic. It would, I 
think, baffle the united powers of a Wilton, Bacon, .and Roubiliac, 
to equal the exaCt fymmetry and fine turn of his legs and thighs, 

I or 
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Of indeed his whole body; in ihort, his figure has fomething in it 1786. 
. Dec ember. 

exceedmgly prepoifeffing-. ~ 

Teereteere, having fatisfied his curiofity for the prefent, and 
Captain Dixon prefenting him with fome beads, and other trifles, 
left us about two in the afternoon; and we [oon felt the good 
effects of his vifit, the inhabitants bringing hogs and yegetables in 
much greater plenty than before, though from the little refpeEt 
they feemed to pay him, we were led to fuppofe, that his influence 
over them was not great; in this point, however, we were mif-· 
taken. 

To lead thee regularly to a circumftance, which I am now going 
to mention, it will be nece{fary to refer fo far back as our fitting 
out. 

When we left England, the quantity of coals our veifel was fup
plied with was very inadequate to a voyage like our's, though they 
were conftantly ufed with the moft fcrupulous care. 

As Falkland's Hlands afforded' no 'wood; the Coaft of America was 
the only place where we could procure any. Fully expecting to 
touch at feveral harbours, and perhaps 'winter in King George,s 
Sound, what wood we g9t in Coo~'s River was foon expended. 

It <::annot be forgot, under what circumftances, and with what 
reluEiance, we left the American Coaft; and the more, as fuel was 
one of our greateft wants; for though we knew Sandwich Hlands 
afforded moft of the neceifaries of life in great plenty, yet we almoft 
defpaired of getting a fupply of fuel; but in this refpect were moil: 
azreeably difappointed.; for we no fooner made the natives under-

ftand 
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ftand what we wanted, than they brought us plenty of wood, fucla 
as ani\vered our pUl'pofe extremely well, and which we purchafed. 

on thefarne eafy terms as the water. 

During the '5th and 6th, we were all very bufily employed-; 
:fome taking in wood from the natives; others over-hauling the 
rigging, &c .. and the refrkilling and falting hogs for fea-frore. 
The weather fince the Iit has been fine and {ettled, with afteady 

breeze at North North Eafr. 

From the 7th to the loth the wind blew frefh, at Eafr North 
Eafr; and the fea running pretty high, very few canoes carne near 
:us. This weather, however, did not prevent the King and his 
.attendants from paying us frequent vifits ; but it was very apparent 
that interefr, more than curiofity, induced him to come on board 
fo often j for though he always brought fornething, .by way of a 
Matano, or pre[ent, yet it was generally very trivial, fuch as a fmall 
hog, a few cocoa-nuts, and fornetirnes a few fmall barbel; and 
Captain Dixon always gave him ten :times the value. Indeed it 
would have 'been extremely impolitic not to have paid him this 
mark of our refpeCt and attention, -as he could, by tabooing the 
inhabitants, have eafily prevented a fingle canoe from coming near 
us; but by thus feeding his avarice, and gratifying his ambition, 
he not only allowed, but encouraged the people to bring us what
~ver the ifland afforded. The wind frill continued at Eafr North 
Eafr; the weather moderate and fine. 

Soon after we came to anchor, our whale-boat was hoifred out, 
to be in readinefs whenever occafion requ:red; and was generaUy 
fec~red by her painter to the fhip's ftern. A boy was ordered to 
look after her in the day-time, and in the night, the watch always 

2 kept 
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kept a good look out; and having moon-light, the boat hitherto 1786. 

had been fafe; but in the evening of the I I th, fome of the nati yes D~ 
had formed a defign to fteal her, (the moon not riling till paft mid-

,night) and we faw feveral canoes bufy about her painter. On 
this, Captain Dixon fired two mufquets over their heads, which 
made them {heer off with precipitation, and we got her on board 
next-day, for fear of a fecond vilit of the like nature. 

In the forenoon of the 12th, we caught a large {hark, and know
ing it would be a very acceptable prefent to the King, Captain Dixon 
fent to inform fome of his people who happened to be on board 
the King George of it. 

Teereteere prefently fent his fon, with feveral attendants, 
:in a large canoe, for the {hark, which feemed to pleafe them very 
much. The King fent a fine hog by his fon, as an equivalent for 
our prefent; but the young man, with a degree of honefty peculiar 
to his country, fold us the hog for a large toe. 

The laft time we were at Whahoo, in failing from thence to 
Atoui, we palfed a bay to theWei1:ward of our prefent fituation, 
which promifed to afford a good harbour; the furrounding coun
try fertile, and full of inhabitants. At that time we had no oppor
tunity of examining it, but now, having fufficient leifure, on the 
13th Captain Portlock fent his long boat; (which had been decked, 
:and [chooner-.rigged, fince we came to Whahoo) with Mr. Hay
ward, his Third Mate, accompanied by our Third Mate, Mr. 
White, to [,lrvey the bay accurately. 

1\1r. Hayward remrned in the mornin& of the 15th, and reported, 
that there was no convenient anchorage in any part of the bay; 

and 
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and that there was from fixty-fix to feventy fathom water c!ofe i.n 
fuore. We now learnt, that Teereteere generally refided m tlllS 

bay, which is called by the natives Whitette Bay. 

Except the affair of the whale-boat, we ~ad difcovered v~ry few 
thefts; but this, doubtlefs, has been owmg to om', keepmg t~e 
ve£fel as clear of the natives as pollible, more than theIr honeft dlf. 
pofition, which we are affured is not at all to be depended on. 

I fhall embrace every opportunity of acquainting thee with our 
future proceedings; mean while, believe me thine, &c. 

1VHAHOO,1 
16th Dec. 1 

============.~ 

LETTER XXIIL 

A MONGST the few yifitors we admitted'on board~ (befide~ 
the King, and his attendants) was an old prieft, who 

feemed to have confiderable authority amongft the natives. He' 
always brought two attendants with him;. one purpofely to pre ... 
pare his A va, and the other to be always near his perfon, whenever' 
he fuould be wanted. The Ava is aroot, fomewhat refembling our 
liquorice in fuape and COlOUI', but totally different in taite. None' 
but the Arees, or Chiefs, are permitted to ufe it, and they never pre
pare it themfelves, but always keeR a fervant,whofe fole bufinefs is 

(Gany,..-
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(Ganymede like) to prepare and anminifter this nelicious potation 1786. 
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till it is well mafticated j this is put into a neat wooden bowl, 
made for the purpofe, and a fmall quantity of water being poured 
over, it is well fqueezed, and the liquor after\\>ards frrained through 
a piece of cloth. The delicious beverage is now compleat, and is 
drank with the higheft feli{h. 

This root is of an intoxicating nature, but feems to frupify, 
rather than exhilirate the fpirits. Its effects are very pernicious, 
if we may judge by the old prieft, who appeared greatly emaciated, 
and his body was covered with a white fcurf, which had the appear
ance of the leprofy. The wind frill kept at North Eafr, and Eaft 
North Eafr j but from the 13th to the 16th, a very heavy fwell fet 
into the bay from the South Eall, which caufed the veffel to roll 
very much. 

On the 14th, we perceived the natives very bufily employed on 
the hill, at the South Eafr extreme of the iiland; and by noon on 
the 15th, their work was fo far advanced, that we could plainly 
difcern they were erecting a houfe, though the diftance from us 
was very confiderable. The fame afternoon, all the canoes left 
both {hips, and not one returned in the evening, which, till now, 
had never been the cafe; for, as an intercourfe with women was 
allowed, (indeed it could not eafily be prevented) our people never 
failed to have a number on board every night. This made us fuf
peEt, that the people were tabooed j and our conjectures proved to 
be right, for during the whole of the 16.th, not a fingle canoe ap
peared in the bay j but the fum mit of the mountain rOllnd the 
new erected edifice, was .perfeCtly crowded with people the whole 

d~y.; 
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1786• day; and in the evening, a number of fires were lighted as near-
December. . d ld . 
'-v--J the place as the W1l1 wou permIt. 

In the morning of the 17th, we were in the fame quiet fituation ; 
not a canoe to be feen, but the hill feemed pretty well cleared of 
its vifitants. About ten o'clock in the forenoon, a man who was· 
a {hanger to us, came on board, bringing with him a very fmall 
pig, as a prefent, and a branch of the cocoa-palm to fix at the mail: 
head. This made us hope that the taboo was taken off, and the 
more, as all our hogs and vegetables were confumed. Soon after
wards our old acquaintance the prieil: paid us a vifit, bringing a 
few trifles, as ufual, by way of prefent, and for which he always 
got five times the value. \Ve had frrongly fufpeCted this old man 
to be the caufe of the taboo, as he left the fhip on the 15th, feem
ingly much diffatisfied with fomething or other, and had not been 
near us till now; but we were convinced, that our conjeCtures were 
ill-founded, though he gave no fatisfaCtory account of the recent 
tranfaClions on fuore; but kept repeating with great vociferation, 
and for a confiderable length of time, "'Ieereteere poonepoone, 

'Ieereteere arreoura," or that the King was a liar, fcoundrel, and 
deceitful perfon; Poonepoone and arreoura, being terms of re
proach. From this it was evident, that fomething had been tran
faCting contrary to eil:ablifued cuil:om, or the rules of the country. 
About noon, Teereteere came on board, bringing his ufual prefent 
of a hog, fome fi{h, and a few cocoa-nuts. A number of canoes 
now came along-fide, from whom we bought a few hogs and vege
tables, but could obtain no fatisfaEtory account from any of them 
why the taboo was laid on. Some of them gave us to under11:and, 
that there had been a folemn feftival at the top of the mountain; 
and, if we ul1derftood right) a human facrifice offered, but whether 

, 
a man 
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a man or woman, we could not learn. The women, however, 1786. 

ft 'll b d d 1': ffi d h 11' December. were 1 ta ooe I an none lU ere to come near t e BUPS, '--..-J 

About midnight, our fin all bower-cable parted in a fudden guft 
of wind, on which we let go the beft bower. On heaving in the 
cable, we found it very much hurt, which we fufpeCted to be done 
by the foulnef~ of the bottom. 

The former part of the 18th was fpent in fearching for our 
anchor, which we did not find till noon, the buoy being funk. 
No time was 10ft in attempting to get it on board; and about fix 
in the afternoon, we had nearly effected our purpofe, when a fucl
den fquall coming on, fnapt the haufer which we had bent to that 
part of the cable remaining to the anchor, when it was almofi: at 
the bows. This was a vexatious circumftance, and we were afraid 
that the recovering our anchor would be attended with difficulty, 
as the evening was lowering, and feemed to forebode tempeJ1uous 
weather; but as night came on, the iky cleared up, and the next 
morning proved fine, with little or no wind) fo that we got the 
anchor on board by eleven o'clock. 

\Ve n0W were fupplied with hogs and vegetables, in tolerable 
plenty, but no women were fuffered to come on board the ihips; 
the rea[on for this, we underftood was, a woman had been detected 
eating pork on board one of the veUels. It feems the women 
are always tabooed from eating pork on ihore, and breaking 
through refirictions of this fort, is reckoned a crime of the firft 
magnitude; nay, we were afiured, that the poor wretch had fallen 
a viEtim to the laws of her country, and had aC1ually been offered 
as a facrifice, to appeafe, I fuppofe, the wrath of their gods, for fo 
heinous a crime. But befides this affair of the faq-ifice, there was 

o another 
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another motive, it feems, for the large concourfe of people we had 
fo lately (een at the top of the mountain, and which accounts for 
the il:riCt taboo laid on the natives, during the time of this general 
aflembly. 

Teereteere had caufed the houfe I have mentioned at the top of 
the hill, to be built as a kind of repofitory, or ftore-houfe, for fuch 
articles as the natives might obtain in the courfe of their traffic 
with our veffels: when this was compleated, he caufed the bay to 
be tabooed, and convened a general affembly of the inhabitants at 
the top of this mountain, direCting them at the fame time, to bring 
whatever trade they had got, that it might be depofited in his new
erected edifice. This being effeCted, he found means, on forne 
pretext or other, to appropriate one-half of thefe ftores to his own 
ufe. We now no longer wondered at the old priefr venting his 
reproaches fo very liberally, as it was pretty evident Teereteere had 
exerted his authority contrary to the rules of jufrice and equity. 

Though the little we faw of thefe tranfaCtions, or what infor .. 
mation we got refpeEl:ing them, is infufficient for me to draw any 
conc1ufive determination as to their laws; yet of this we are cer
tain, that the horrid cuftom of offering up human facrifices, on 
certain occafions, aEl:ually exifts amongft thefe iDands, and that the 
King's authority is abfolute. 

It was evident, from our late misfortune, that we could not keep 
our prefent fituation without damaging the cables; fo that it was 
det~rmined to leave this iDand, and freer for Attoui the firft oppor
tumty. 

2 At 
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At five o'clock in the afternoon of the 19th, Captain Portlock 1786• 
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time, and frood out of the bay with a moderate ea:fl:erly breeze. 
After fran ding on for fome time, we could fee nothing of the King 
George following us, on which we wore, and ftretched again into 
the bay. On fpeaking Captain Portlock, we were informed that 
they had not yet pm"chafed their anchor, and were doubtful whe-
ther they fhould be able to accompliih it in the courfe of the even-
ing. However, we kept under an eafy fail, making thort boards, 
till paft eight o'clock) when Captain Portlock made the fignal for-
us to anchor. 

About ten o'clock in the morning of the 20th, the King George 
being a-weigh, we weighed and made fail, franding out of the bay, 
with a moderate breeze at North Eaft. By noon we were about 
ten miles from the bay. We learnt from Captain Portlock, that 
the Indians had cut his beft bower-cable which had occauoned his 
delay the preceding evening, and this morning. Captain Portlock 
had Piapia, the King's nephew, on board, accompanied with the 
man who ufed to chew Ava for Teereteere.. It feems Piapia was [0 

:exceedingly attached to Captain Portlock, that he was determined: 
to go with him to Pritane, as they call England; and the cup
bearer vvas inclined to follow the fortunes of his yom::::; ma:fl:er. 
The day being fine, feveral canoes, filled with the relations and 
friends of thefe new voyagers, followed the King George to a c{)n
fiderable diftance from Whahoo; and when they took their leave 
of them for ever, as they thought, their grief was exprelied in the 
moil: audible manner, wringing their hands, and making the moft 
bitter lamentations all the time they were in fight of the veliel : 
neither did Piapia, and his fervant take leave of their friends and 
country, without expreiling !Orne degree of concern; but their 

regret 
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17 86. regret was lefs at prefent, as their attention was, 'in a great mea-
December. fure, taken up with the novelty of their fituation. 
',.-v--J 

We had light baffling winds, till the evening of the 2 dr, when a 
1hong breeze came on at North Eaft, which brought us in fight 
of Atoui, in the morning of the 22d. At noon our latitude was 
22 deg. 12 min. T\ orth; the Eail: point of land 'Jore Eaft North 
Eait about fix miles diftant from {hore. The Ifland Onehow 
Weft South Weft; Wymoa Bay, the place where we propofed to 
anchor, being to the Southward and Weft ward. A bout two 
o'clock, being as yet confiderably to the Eaftward of our propofed 
anchoring rlace, we paired over a good deal of !hoal water, having 
feldom more than five fathom, over a fandy bottom; the adjacent 
fllore, which was not more than two miles diftant, appeared level 
and well cultivated. 

About three o'clock, Captain Portlock let go his anchor, and we 
having bottom in twenty-five fathom, and at a convenient diftance 
from the King George, prepared to do the fame, which, though 
we did with all expedition, and veered out fifty fathom cable, the 
anchor did not bring us up: this made us conjeCture that we had 
drove off the bank, and our opinion was confirmed on heaving the 
lead over, as we found no bottom with eighty fathom line. 
Whilfr our anchor was purchafing, we unavoidably drifted to lee
ward, fo that it was impraCticable to make the fituation we firil: 
intended. On this we made feveral boards, and about five o'clock 
came to in a very good fituation, near three miles N orth Weft of 
the King George, in eighteen and half fathom water, over a fandy 
bottom, inclining to mud. A long, low, fandy point to the South 
Weil, bearing Weil by South; the Eaftermoft point of the bay 
Eafr South Eaft; the mouth of a frefll water river North Eaft by 

EaftJ 
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Eafi:, rather more than a mile difiant from lhore. 
Onehow South South Weft. 

The Illand J 786. 
December, 

Our tranfaC1:ions at this place lhall be the fubjeC1: of my next. 
Thine, 

ATOUI, 1 
2zd Dec. S 

W. B, 

« ?iii 

LET T E R XXIV. 

A T 0 U I was the firft place Captain Cook anchored at, when 
thefe Wands were difcovered by him; [0 that it was known 

to afford great plenty of hogs and vegetables: the former we 
wanted to cure for fea-ftore, as the hogs we had bought fince our 
leaving Owhyhee afforded us little more than a daily fupply. 

Early in the morning of the 23d December, we were furrounded 
by Ii number of canoes, mofl: of them well loaded ~ith taro, pota
toes, fugar-cane, and cocoa-nuts, and a good number of fine hogs. 
This plainly {hewed us, that the inhabitants knew we were come 
for a fupply of provifions, and had prepared themfelves accord
ingly. We found the roots much cheaper, and in greater plenty 
than at Whahoo; but finding we were defirous of buying large 
hogs, they were at firft exorbitant in their demands, at leaft in 
proportion to what we had given at the other Wands, on which we 

feemed 
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1786. feemed indifferent about the matter, and by this means [oon 
D~ bought the largeft hogs for one large, or two middling-fized toes. 

On our aiking for water, they prefently brought us fome very 
excellent, indeed the beft by far we had hitherto met with. This 
kind of traffic was entirely new to them, and they very gladly fup
plied us on the fame ea[y terms we bought it for at Whahoo. 
Cocoa-nuts we found in the greateft plenty; the fettled price for 
them was five for an eightpenny nail. The fugar-cane was ex
ceeding fine, and equally cheap. The taro here is by far the findl: 
of any we met with, and very plentiful; we commonly got five 
fine roots for an eightpenny or tenpenny nail. This illand pro
duces no yams, and very little, if any bread-fruit. 

The weather till the 27th was moderate and fine; but on that 
day, a {hong breeze fprung up at Eaft North Eaft, and a heavy 
fwell fet in from Eaft South Eaft, right along {hore : we were 
moored with the ftream-anchor, and rode much eafier than at 
Whahoo; befides, the bottom here being free from rocks, we were 
'lmder lefs anxiety in regard to our cables. 

The 28th, and part of the 29th, were wet and dirty; but towards 
evening, the fry brightened up, and the weather grew moderate 
and fine. 

T~i~ being Chrifbnas, that feafon of the year fo univerfally 
conViVIal throughout the civilized world, we fpent our time as 
agreeably, and:vvith plenty of as good cheal' as we could procure, 
fuch at) roaft pIg, fea-pie, &c. &c. and to fhew our refined tafte 
even in our liquor, we no longer drank grog mixed with {impl; 
water, but offered our Chriftmas libations in punch, mixed with 

the 
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the juice of the cocoa-nut, toafi-ing our friends and mifl:reifes in 
bumpers of this liquor, which, perhaps, pleafed more on account 
of its novelty, than from any other circumihnce. 

The weather feldom continued [ettled for more than a day toge
ther; ftrong breezes at Eafr North Eafr, with a heavy South Eaft 
fwell, frequently intervening. 

By the 4th of January, 1787, we had falted and packed five 
puncheons of pork for [ea-ftore; but hogs now grew rather [carce, 
not that we [uppo[ed the fcarcity real, but owing to [orne [cherne 
or other of the petty Chiefs. We had for [orne time expeC1ed a 

vifit from the King, and been given to underfrand, that his pre
fence, like a cornucopia, would teem with plenty; but his Majefry 
had not as yet thought proper to favour us [0 far. 

Abbenoue, the Chief, whom we met with at Onehow laft year, 
was generally on board the King George, and being attached to 
Captain Portlock, cau[ed plenty of fine hogs to be rent him; but 
at pre[ent we found very little of his influence reach on board our 
vena. 

From the 5th to the 9th, the weather was in an unfettled frate, 
the wind frequently {hifting to the Wefrward, but feldom blew 
from that quarter twelve hours together, and then only a moderate 
breeze. During this time, we were daily vifited by the natives, 
who kept bringing us a few hogs, with taro, cocoa-nuts, &c. but 
barely fufficient to fupply us from hand to mouth. 

Befides this traffic, which was carried on for neceifaries, the na
tives had a brilk trade for curiofities of various kinds, fuch as 

cloaks) 
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cloaks, caps, mats, fifhing-lines and hooks, necklaces, &c. &c. I 
probably may attempt to defcribe them at a future opportunity. 
They likewife brought great numbers of beautiful bird-fkins, in 
excellent pre[ervation : thefe were generally made up in parcels of 
ten each, by a wooden fkewer run through their beaks. On our 
wifhing to procure fome of them alive, we foon found plenty of 
bird-catchers, and the living birds were fold nearly as cbeap as the 
pre[crved ones: they are near the fize of a robin, the breafr and 
throat of a moll:: beautiful lively red, with a long beak, the wings 
and back a deep brown. I am informed by Mr. Hogan, Surgeon 
of the King George, who I before obferved to thee, has frudied 
Natural Hiflory, that they are a fpecies of the humming-bird. 
Thefe birds being pUl'chafed by us with great avidity, the natives 
were induced to bring every thing of the kind they could lay hold 
of, among which was a fpecies of wild-duck. Captain Dixon, on 
feeing them, concluded the Wand afforded plenty of game, and 
being fond of Dlooting, took two or three opportunities of going 
on {hore with his gun, attended only by a fervant, in one of the 
Indian canoes. The man to whom the canoe belonged had been 
very affiduous in bringing off water, and fuch other articles for 
our ufe, as were in his power; indeed he had been greatly noticed 
by many of us, and treated kindly, particularly by Captain Dixon) 
on account of the great refemblance he bore to one of our people: 
the man feemed highly fenfible of the preference given to him before 
his neighbours, and was not a little proud of his new office. 

The firfi: time our Captain went on ihore, he was apprehenfive 
that the natives, by crowding about him, would fpoil his diverfion; 
but he found himfelf agreeably mifiaken. Curiofity was excited in 
a much lefs degree here than at Whahoo; inftead of being [ur
rounded by .crcwds of idle, inquifitive gazers, the people generalIy 
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ftuck clofe to whatever employments they were engaged in, fuch as 
manufacturing cloth, making lines, ropes, &c. fo that he traverfed 
the country with as much eafe, as he could have done in England. 
Contrary to his expeCtation, he did not find game very plentiful, 
yet never returned without fome fpoils of the field, fuch as ducks, 
terns,a ii?ecies like our water-hen, and various other kinds. 

By this time, the \yood we procured at Whahoo began to grow 
iliort, on account of the conftant fires we were obliged to keep for 
heating water to fcald hogs, and various other purpofes. On this 
we applied to the natives for fome, though without any fanguine 
hopes of our application being fuccefsful, as the mountains where 
the woods grow are farther up the country on this if1and, than at 
any of the others; however, our application was very fuccefsfuI, 
the natives to a man engaging in this traffic, and every individual 
bringing us more or lefs of the article we wanted, though it was 
evident, from many poles and rafters brought for fale, and which 
had been recently pulled out of the ground, that their fences, and 
perhaps houfes, had been demoliihed for our accommodation, and I 
may fay, their profit; yet this proceeding ferves to {hew, that any 
thing whatever this if1and, or indeed any of the group affords, may 
eafily be obtained, fo great is the value they fet on iron. 

The weather continuing unfettled, and the fupply of vegetables 
being infufficient to ferve us daily, it was determined to make 
Oneehow the firft opportunity: fo early in the morning of the 
loth January, Captain Portlock made the fignal for weighing 
anchor. I have before obferved, that he lay farther out at fea than 
we did, fo that he was favoured with a good Eafterly breeze, at 
the fame time we were becalmed, and could not poilibly an[wer his 
lignaL After making a {hort board, finding the wind light a:1d 
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1787. baffiing, Captain Portlock came to anchor pretty near his old fitu .. 
January. ation. 
~ 

At five o'clock in the morning of the 1 lth, a ftrong breeze 
{pringing up at Eaft South Eaft, we weighe~ and ma~e [ail, iland
ing direCtly for Oneehow; the breeze contll1ued dunng the fore
noon, with thunder, lightning, and rain. At noon, the Weft end 
of Atoui bore North 2 I deg. Eaft, [even leagues diilant; and the 
high land on the South end of Oneehow, South 70 deg. Weft. 
We fully expeCted to have anchored at Oneehow by three o'clock, 
but before that time, the wind veered to the Wefrward, which rr.ade 
it impoffible for us to attempt it. 

From the 11th to the 18th, we had fre£h Wefterly and Nor ... 
therly breezes" light baffling winds intervening ,at times. 

On the 15th, the King George weathered the South point of 
Oneehow; and on the 16th, we loft fight of her, which made us 
conclude £he had come to an anchor: our veffel being very foul, 
could not work to windward equal to the King George, [0 that we 
contented ourfelves in plying between the iflands, making longer or 
{horter boards, as circumftances required; however, we could not 
help repining at our fituation, when compared with that of our 
fellow-voyagers; but the event fhewed, that they were far from 
being in an enviable fituation. During this time we took care to 
ftretch well to the Southward and Eafrward, a precaution which. 
proved exceedingly neceffary ; for on the 19th, a fhong gale of 
wind came on at South Weft, with a very heavy crofs rea, which 
continued till noon on the 2.1ft .. 
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In the afternoon of the 20th, the weather being thick and hazy, 
we loft fight of land, and did not fee it again till near noon on the 
22d, when Atoui bore from North 15 deg. Eaft, to North 55 deg. 
Weft; diftant about four leagues. 

During this gale, we were under great apprehenfions for Cap
tain Portlock's fafety, as his fituation we knew muft be a very cri
tical one, no harbour at Oneehow affording the leaft fhelter from 
a Southerly or Wefterly wind. But at one o'clock on the 2zd, we 
faw the King George, to our great fatisfaEtion, bearing Weft by 
North, about three leagues diftant. 

From her fituation, it was evident, that fhe had failed round 
Oneehow, and we did not doubt but that Jhe had been obliged, by 
the violence of the gale, to flip, or cut her cables, and run to [ea. 
The wind continued wefterly till the 25th, when it veered to South 
Eaft, and foon afterwards to North North Eaft; this being fa
vourable for us, and likely to continue from that quarter, we again 
fl:ood for Oneehow, and in the evening of the 26th, came to anchor 
in Yam Bay, in twenty-nine fathom water, over a [andy bottom; 
the extremes of Oneehow bore from South Eaft to North by Weft, 
a mile and half diil:ant from fhore; the Hland Tahoora South 48 
deg. Weft. 

During the 27th, the wind kept at North North Eafl:, but blew 
fo frefh, that our fituation was by no means an eligible one. Our 
principal motive in coming to Oneehow was, to procure a fupply 
of yams, they being the only root this ifland affords, which will 
keep for any time; but the furf ran fo high, that very few canoes 
ventured off to us. The fame reafon operated againfl: our attempt
ing to fearch for the anchors left .here by Captain Portlock. The 
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King George laying near two miles from us, we hove up our anchor 
in the morning of the 28th, and after making a few boards, carr.ae 
to with our beil: bower, in twenty-feven fathom water, over a bot. 
tom of fand, mixed with coral, about two miles diftant from {hore, 
and at a convenient diftance from the King George. Our fears 
for Captain Portlock during the gale, were but too well founded; 
he had been reduced to the necefiity of cutting his cables, and run
ning to fea; and though he embraced the .moil favourable 0ppOP
tunity of doing this, yet he had barely room to weather the break
ers at the North point of the bay. This was a moil: {hiking leffon 
for us, in regard to our future conduCt, and pointed to us the ma
nifeil: impropriety of murmuring at---may I be allowed to fay?--
the difpenfations of Providence !----Had we been fortunate enough 
to have made Yam-Bay at the time the King George did, 'tis im
pollible to fay what our fituation would have been, or where we 
might have drove, when neceffity forced us to quit it: butftwof 
us were philofophers enough to acknowledge with the Poet, that 

" The ways of Heaven are clark and intricate~ 
" Puzzl'd in mazes and perplex'd in errors, 
" Our underftanding traces 'em in vain, 
" Loft and bewilder'd in the fruitJe[s fearch; 
" Nor fees with how much art the windings run, 
" Nor where the regular confufion ends." 

'Tis impoffible for me, when circumftances of this fort are 
imm:diately before my eyes, to avoid moralizing in forne degree, 
ef~eClal1y when I meet with a fet of men who attribute any fuppofed 
eVIl that be~als them to .mijconduCf; any temporary fuccefs to good-
fortune, entIrely forgettmg, that 'tis a gracious Providence who 
" direCts, impels, and rules the whole." 

2 " 
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NORTH-WEST COAST OF AMERICA~ 

I {han therefore, in future, make no kind of apotogy for digref
fions of this fort, however foreign they may be to my narration, as 
I am fenfible thou wilt make every kind allowance for the imper
fections of thy affured friend, 

ONEEHOW, } 

29th Jan. 

LET T E R XXV._ 

w. B, 

I N the afternoon of the· 28th of January, the wind veered to 
the Wefrward, blowing a freili breeze; this made us appre-

hend- a return of unfettled weather, and experience having taught 
us, that there was no laying here with a Wellerly wind, it was 
determined to get ~to fea, lhould the breeze continue from that 
quarter .. 

On the 29th, about two o'clock, the wind frill Wefrerly, Captain 
Portlock made the fignal for weighing anchor: by three we made
fail, and ftood along the coaft, intending to ftretch well to the 
Southward and Eafrward, that at all events, we might keep clear of 
th.e land 

During the 30th, the weather was tolerably fine, and the wind 
fhifting to North Weft, it was judged proper to make Wymoa-Bay" 
Atoui, which we did, and came to anchor about eleven o'clock~ 

about two miles to the Eaftward of our old fituatlon, in twenty-
£lye 
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I 737. five fathom water, over a fandy bottom; the extremes of the land 
F~ from South Eall: by Eaft to Weil: three quarters North. 

On the 3 dt, we moored with both bowers, determining to flay 
here whiW: the weather permitted, this bay being greatly preferable 
to the road at OneehoVl; and as it was yet too Coon by fix weeks for 
us to think of profecuting our Voyage to the Northward, the 
objects of our pre[ent concern were to ftation the veIfels where they 
could lie with moil [afety, and at the fame time, where the beft 
fupply of provifions and water could be procured; on thefe latter 
accounts, if we except the article of yams, Atoui was by far the 
moil: defirable fituation now within our reach. 

From the 1ft to the 8th of February, we had light variable 
winds, with fine moderate weather. The veIfels 1I0W laying much 
nearer to each other than before, we frequently were favoured with 
Abbenoue's company; with the help of a few pre[ents, he he
came our very good friend, and we frequently found the good 
effects of his influence, which was not a little, in getting our 
various wants fupplied. 

Abbenoue is of a middle fize, and appears to be about fifty years 
old: when we firll: faw him at Oneehow, his body was almoft 
covered with a white fcurf, and his eyes feemed weak, occafioned by 
an immoderate u[e of the Ava; but he then difcontinued the 
drinking it at our requeft. The good effects of this mode
ration were vifibly feen, for his fkin began to refume its fOj:mer 
colour, his eyes looked frefh and lively, and he had altogether 
the appearance of health and vigour. He has a fon named 
Tyheira, whofe authority feemed pretty extenfive, and who feemed 
~qually folicitous to render us friendly offices; but he was far 

from 
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from poffeffing the aetivity or intelligent powers of his father, nor 
was his friendfhip of the fame free, difintereited kind, all his 
adions evidently being influenced by mercenary, interefied views, 
and to effectually fecure his attachment, it was fometimes neceHary 
to have recourfe to a bribe, and he would accept of a fmall toe, or 
even a nail, {ooner than mifs a Matano, or prefent. Befides the 
friendly offices of Abbenoue and Tyheira, we had frequent vifits 
from two other Chiefs, who frequently fupplied us with hogs and 
vegetables; their' names were Toetoe, and Nomaitahaite; but the 
latter was always known by us under the denomination of Long
lhankp, from his being remarkably tall and thin, and his legs and 
thighs appearing too long for his body. Toetoe is well advanced 
in years, and appears greatly debilitated by the immoderate ufe of 
Ava, but unlike Abbenoue, he cannot form a refolution to leave it 
off. He appears to poffefs a very large portion of taro plantations, 
and fupplied us with larger quantities of that root, than any of 
the other Chiefs, and was always perfeCtly fatisfied with whatever, 
was offered him in return. 

Long-fhanks alfo, was very affiduous in fupplying our wants ~ 
and though his authority is greatly inferior to that of Abbenoue,. 
or Toetoe, yet we found him extremely ufeful on many oceaflons ;. 
though it mufr be confeffed, that like Tyheira, he was mercenary 
in his demands, and continually begging fomething or other, by 
way of Matano. I had forgot to obferve, that we had been fre
quently vifited by a brother of the King, who always came in a 
fine large double canoe, attended by a number of inferior Chiefs; 
but, whether traffic was reckoned beneath his dignity, or from I 
know not what motive, he feldom brought any thing with him to 
difpofe of; fo that curiofity, no doubt, principally induced him to, 
vifit us. His daughter, a fine child about [even years old, generally 

1 came 
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a10ng with him; he treated her with a fondnefs truly paternal, 
carrying her for the moft part in his arms, and when fatigued, his 
attendants anxioufly ftrove which iliould have the honour of bear
ing little Mifs, till the father again reaifumed his pretty charge. 
On expreiling a defire to come 011 board, ilie was handed over the 
fide with the utmoft care, and when on board, was never fuffered 
to ftand on the deck, but always kept in the arms of her father, or 
()ne of the attendants, who, we underftood, was a relation. Cap
tain Dixon made her a prefent of a bead Eraie, or necklace, with 
which the was wonderfully pleafed. 

The attention and tenderne[s {hewn to this little girl, fo totally 
·different from what we had hitherto feen, gave us an idea of the 
manner in which the female children of the Arees are treated, and 
may [erve to throw fome light on the general character of thefe 
people. 

For fome days we were fupplied by the Chiefs I have juft men-. 
tioned, with a few hogs, taro, &c. fufficient, as they thought, for 
our daily confumption5 none of the petty Chiefs, or common 
people coming near us. Abbenoue informed us, that the people 
were tabooed, and that nobody durft bring any thing to fell, not 
even water, till the King had paid us a vifit, which he propofed to 
do very Dlortly. 

We never could learn the true cau[e of this taboo being l<lid on, 
~nd which it fe~ms did not extend to the principal Chiefs; though 
If we compare It to the [arne fituation at Whahoo, under fimilar 
circumil:ances, there is good reafon to fuppofe, that it is done in 
:rder to e.xaCt fome tribute or acknowledgment from the people, 
"for the prr'i:cg~ of trClding with us. 

On 
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On the -5th of February, the King paid us his promifed vifit. 
He came in a large double canoe, attended by a number of Chiefs, 
exc1ufive of the men who paddled the canoe. Amongft the ?t
tendants was Piapia, who, I informed thee, Captain Portlock 
brought from vVhahoo. It feerns Piapia had taken fueh a liking 
to hi~ fituation, that he was determined to fray at Atoui, and had 
entirely given up his intention of going to Pritane. Indeed Cap
tain Portlock gueffed this would be the cafe, and on that account 
the more readily brought him from Whahoo. His defire to leave 
his native country originated, no doubt, from a love of novelty; 
and this love of novelty, or variety, call it which thou wilt, thews 
itfelf amongft young people, in a greater or lefs degree, in the 
moft civilized part of the world. 

The keen edge of this novelty was a good deal wore off, before 
we anchored at A toni, and when Piapia went on thore there, and 
found hirnfelf in the midft of his friends and relations, whom he 
had not feen for a confiderable time, fome of them perhaps not 
at all, 'tis no wonder that the little predileCtion he now had for 
his new voyage, was entirely deftroyed; and that he DlOuld refolve 
to take up his abode with his former friends. 

But to retum to his Majefry :---his name, if I underftood him 
right, is Tiara; he is a good-looking middle -aged man, and favours 
Teereteere, King of \Vhahoo, whofe brother, it feems, he is very 
much, but he appears to be a man of fuperior knowledge, and 
a better capacity. He aiked many queftions about the veffel: 
In what manner we fleered her? How we managed the fails? &c. 
He admired the compafs very much, and feemed to comprehend, 
that it was onr guide to various parts of the world: he was par
ticularly anxious to know which part of the compafs pointed to-
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wards Pritane, and how far it was off: in {hort, he was very in
quifitive; many of his quefiions were remarkably pertinent, and fo 
far from being aiked merely to gratify an idle curiofity, (though 
even then they would have been natural enough) that they mani ... 
fefted an eager defire of information, and evidently {hewed, that 
the quefiioner was poffeffed of {hong natural abilities. 

Before his Majefiy left the veifel, Captain Dixon made him a 
prefent of a few toes, and fome beads, which pleafed very much, and 
he told us the taboo {hould be taken off, and the people fuffered 
to trade with us as before. He was as good as his word, and in a 
day or two, things were in their former channel, the natives bring
ing us hogs, taro, fugar-cane, cocoa-nuts, plantains, water, curi
ofities, &c. as ufual. 

I have before obferved, that the weather was moderate and 
fine; and that this opportunity might be improved to the beft ad
vantage, the carpenters of both veife1s were very bufily employed 
in caulking the decks, fides) and wherever occafion required; the 
ftem, and quarter-boards were freih painted, and the fides paid 
with a compofition of pitch, tar, and oil. The rigging was over
hauled, and any occafional repairs made that were found neceifary ; 
and that nothing might be omitted which could pollibly conduce 
towards perfectly eftabli{hing the health of our {hips companies, 
and enable us to profecute the approaching feafon with vigour, an 
agreement was made with Abbenoue for our people to recreate' 
themftlves on {hore, without being molefied by the natives; he 
alfo was to provide fufficient refrelhments for them, when; 
'!here. 
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I was on £hore in one of thefe parties of pleafure; an account of 
which excurfion, and the fumptuous dinner provided for us by 
Abbenoue, fuall be the fubjeCt of my next. Mean while believe 
me to be fincerely thine, 

ATOUI, J 
9th Feb. 

LETTER 

W. B. 

XXVI. 

I F my memory ferves me right, I promifed thee, at the conc111~ 
fion of my laft, fome account of an excurfion I had made on 

£hore at Atoui, and the reception I met with there. Promifes, in 
my humble opinion, whatever the generality of the world may 
think, fhollid ever be held facred and inviolable; therefore I fhall 
endeavour to fulfil mine, in the beft manner I am able. 

The weather, in the morning of the 9th of February, being fine, 
I went along with Mr. White, and feveral of our people, to take a 
day's recreation on £hore. When we got near the beach, the furf 
ran fo high, that we brought our boat to an anchor two cables 
length from it; but OUf good friend Abbenoue had taken care to 
provide againft this inconvenience, and got a number of his people 
ready with canoes to land us, which they did as fafely, and with as 
much expedit:,ol1, as a London \\T aterman could do at Tower 
Stairs. 

We 
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We landed clofe by the frefh water river I mentioned when we 
firft came to anchor at this ii1and, and which bore nearly North 
Eaft from the Dlips. Before we walked into the country, Abbenoue 
took us to a place hard by, in order to {hew us what was preparing 
for our dinner. We here found fame of his fervants cleaning a 
very fine hog, which he told us was to be baked, together with 
fame taro; and that he hoped there would be arouarou, or, great 
plenty. vVe affured him there would be quite fufficient for us alt 
which feemed to pleafe him greatly; and he cautioned us not to 
walk too far, as dinner would be ready by twelve o'clock: this he 
explained by pointing to the fun; after which, Abbenoue left the 
management of the feaft to Tyheira, as he wanted to be on board 
the {hips. 

Having frequently heard our people who had been on {hore fpeak 
of a village, called by the natives .A Tappa, where a great number 
of people were commonly employed in manufaCturing cloth, curi
ofity prompted me to walk to that place firft, as I found it was not 
more than three miles diftant, fa that I could eafily get back by 
Tyheira's dinner-time. Great numbers of the inhabitants crouded 
about us, when we firft landed, but our people walking different 
ways, j uft as fancy or inclination led them, the natives were divided 
into different parties, and I was very little incommoded in my 
walk. One man was particularly affiduous in rendering me any 
little fervices; he not only offered to fuew me the way to A Tappa, 
but to attend me the whole day, for a large nail: though I fully 
expected him to run away from me after he got his nail, which he 
fiipulated to receive before we fet out, yet I determined to try him, 
:ll:d at t~e fame time ~ndeavoured to fecure his fidelity, by pro-
~'nifing h1m a .Matano m the evening. 

The: 
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The country, from the place when~ we landed to A Tappa, is 
tolerably level, and for the fpace of two miles, very dry. The foil 
here is a light red earth, and \vit:h proper cultivation, would pro
duce excellent potatoes, or any thing that fuits a dry foil; but at 
prefent, it is entirely covered with long coarfe grafs : the inhabi
tants, I fuppofe, finding plenty of ground near their habitations, 
more conveniently fituated for their various purpofes. So far, the 
fpace from the beach to the foot of the mountains, is about two 
miles in breadth; but from hence to A Tappa, it grows gradually 
narrower, till it terminates in a long fandy point, which I have 
already obferved, is the Wefr extreme ofvVymoa Bay. 

A Tappa is a pretty large village, fituated behind a long row of 
cocoa-nut trees, which afford the inhabitants a moil: excellent fhel-
ter from the fcorching heat of the noon-day fun. Amongft thefe 
cocoa-trees is a good deal of wet fwampy ground, which is well 
laid out in plantations of taro and fugar-cane~ 

I had laid my account in feeing their method of manufacturing 
doth; but here I was miftaken; a number of our people, prompt-
ed by the fame curiofity as myfelf, were got to A Tappa before me, 
where" Labour frood fufpended as we pailed." The people flocked 
eagerly about us; fome afking us to repo[e ourfelves under the 
fhady branches of trees planted about their doors; others running 
to the trees for cocoa-nuts, and prefenting them to us with every 
mark of kindnefs and good-nature; in iliort, every inhabitant of 
the village was fully employed, either in relieving our wants" or 
gratifying their curiofity in looking at us .. 

Whilfr a party of us were bufied at the door of one Qf thefe kind, 
fhangers, I heard a rattling of frones, as if thrown ,",vith violence ;. 

1 and 
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and at the fame moment all the natives ran away from us with pre
cipitation. On turning about, I raw Tyheira coming towards us; 
it feems he was afraid that the people would be troublefome by 
crouding about us, and on that account he took this method of 
driying them away. This was the moil: convincing proof I had 
hitherto feen, of the very great power the Arees have over the 
common people. Any of the ftones thrown by Tyheira were at 
leafi: fufficient to have lamed anyone they might happen to hit; 
yet the natives bore it with the moil: patient fubmiffion. 

Tyheira informed us, that by the time we got back to our land
ing-place, dinner would be ready. For this piece of intelligence, 
we were obJiged to him; but he prefently fpoiled all, by foliciting 
veryearneftly for a Matano: however, it was not worth while to 
refufe him, fo he collected fix or eight nails, which fatisfied him 
very well for the prefent. 

The day being very fultry, we walked leifurely back, and I re
turned by a different path from that I had taken, in going to 
A Tappa. On examining the grafs, which in moil: places is higher 
than the knee, I found it not altogether of a rough coarfe fort, but 
intermixed with various forts of flowers, together with different 
graifes, of the meadow kind; fo that I have no doubt, with proper 
management, it would make excellent hay. By the time I got on 
the beach, dinner was nearly ready, and a large houfe, which Ab
benoue had for ftowing away his canoes, was appropriated for our 
reception. 

During this time, Tyheira was bufily employed in collecting our 
people together, which having done, he ordered dinner to be ferved 
up. It would have excited the laughter of a tavern-cook, 111 nE> 

fmall 
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fmall degree, had he [een our dinner brought in; and I can a{fure 17S-7. 

thee, the fight added greatly to my entertainment~ ~ 

There were no lees than four fervants concerned in this bUll
ne[s; one brought in a large calabafh of water; another, a parcel 
of cocoa-nuts; a third, a bowl full of fine baked taro ; and the laft" 
ufhered in by Tyheira him[elf, brought the hog, laid very decently 
on a large circular wooden dilh. This done, the laft man, who 
appeared to be the head cook, poured [orne water over the hog, 
and rubbed it with his hands, letting us underftand, that by this 
means he fhould make excellent gravy. This part of the cere
mony we could well have difpenfed with, but it could not be 
avoided, without offending our hoft; and indeed our appetites~ at 
this time, were not remarkably delicate; for my own part, I eat 
an exceeding hearty dinner, and I believe moft of the party fol
lowed my example. All this time, Tyheira's attendants were ready 
to open cocoa-nuts for us, whenever we required to quench our 
thirft, and in {hort, paid every attention we could have expeEl:ed~ 
had we dined at a guinea ordinary • 

. I will take an opportunity of defcribing their method of cooking 
hereafter; this I can tell thee, that the hog was done to a turn, as 
cooks phrafe it: the taro much better baked than we could polli
bly do it on board; and the whole rep aft, (if we except the method 
of making gravy) was managed. with a degree of decency and clean
linefs, little to be expected in a place [0 very remote from civilized 
Fefinements, and where nature and neceffity alone have furnifhed 
the utenfils- for preparations. of this fort, 

After dinner I was determined to make an excurfion in a dif
te.rent part of the country to that where I had been in the morning;. 

and; 
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and the valley along the river fide feeming to promife the greateft 
variety of any part within my reach, I fixed on that for my after~ 
noon's ramble. 

When I 9"ot on the b~nks of the river, one of the natives was-e 

paddling backwards and forwards in a fmall canoe, feemingly for 
his amu[ement: on this it occurred to me, that a cruize by water 
would be an agreeable variety, and perhaps give me an o~~~ortunity 
of feeing part of the country on the oppoiite {hore, and more efpe
cially, as on the fide of the hill direCtly facing me, there was a 
high wooden pile, feemingly of a quadrangular form, which I 
wii11ed to examine. A couple of nails engag~d my new waterman, 
and he took me with pleafure for a paffenger. 

I could not prevail on the man to land me near the pl ace I have 
jufl:: been fpeaking of; he gave meto underfl::and, that the pjle I was 
defirous to fee Vv as a Morai, or place where they buried their dead, 
and that he durft not go near it. 

Being difappointed in my expeCtation of examining this burying 
place, I directed the man to paddle Ieifurely up the river, that I 
might have an opportunity of viewing the furrounding profpeCts 
which prefented themfelves to me, though thefe are very confined, 
the valley being not more than a mile over, in its wideft part, and 
narrowing gradually as you advance higher up. 

The river is not one hundred yards over, in the wideft part, but 
in many places much narrower; it glides along in a fmooth pel
~ucid fl::ream, f~arce~y perceptible, though this, I ihould imagine, 
IS not the cafe 111 ramy weather, as the Eaftern ihore is freep and 
rocky. 

Thefe 
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Thefe rocks feern to be in a great meafure covered with a thin 
ftrata of the light red earth I have before fpoke of, and which, I 
doubt not, is walhed into the river beneath by every hafry {hower 
of rain; fo that the water of this river is frequently muddy, and 
its !trearn rapid; how far it branches out into the iihnd, I cannot 
fay, but there is reafon to fuppofe, from the appearance of the coun
try, that its fource is derived nearly from the center of the ifland. 

After we had proceeded about half a mile up the river, my man 
jumped haftily out of the canoe, without giving me the leaft notice,. 
by which means it was near being upfet. I was not alarmed at this 
circumftance, as the water was not out of my depth; but I was 
rather furprifed to hear Berre, Berre) called aloud, by a voice which 
I had forne know ledge of: on looking round, 1 faw one of the natives 
making haftily towards us, through the water, and the fame mo
ment recognized the man I engaged to attend me in the morning. 
I had miffed him during dinner time, and not feeing him after
wards, concluded he had left me; but it feerns the Matano I had 
promifed him, operated fo powerfully, that he had watched my 
motions the whe'le afternoon, and now took an opportunity to 
remind me of his diligence in attending me, and his concern for 
my welfare whilft on the water. 

My waterman (if I may fo call the man ;Who belonged to the 
canoe) now got into her, and we proceeded up the river; he jump
ed out only to bale the water, which, being leaky, {he made pretty 
faft. By the time we had cruized about two miles up the river, 
the afternoon was pretty far fpent; this made me think of return
ing, efpecially as the valley which lies to the Weft of the river, 
and through which I muft pafs in my way to the beach, feerned to., 
promife a good deal of variety. 

R The 
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The land on the Eail: fide of the river is here much ealier of 
acceis, than down at the Morai; fo that I might have taken a walk 
into that part of the country, had time permitted .. This, however, 
not being the cafe, I was obliged not only to relinquifh that, but 
a1fo my original intention, of tracing the river to its fource, though 
from what I could difcern, the paffage is not fufficiently level for 
canoes much farther up the country than where I was at prefent; 
and which may be called about two miles from the fea-fide. 

Having difmiffed the canoe, I went towards a ftraggling village, 
at a fmall diil:ance from the river; here I met feveral of our people, 
who had walked up the valley amongfi: the plantations. 

Some of them had been a confiderable diftance farther up, but 
none fo far as the river head; they confirmed me, however, in my 
conjecture, that it was not navigable for canoes more than half a 
mile higher up~ 

We learnt that this village was the place of Abbenoue's refi
dence, and were lhewn feveral houfes which belonged to him; but 
that he had not been on {bore fince the morning, having been all 
the day with Popote) or Captain Portlock. 

There are a number of houfes fcattered here and there all the 
way, from this village to the beach; and as we walked leifurely 
along, the inhabitants were continually preffing us to ftop a while, 
and repo[e ourfelves under the trees, which generally grow about 
their habitations. It was evident that this was not done merely to 
gratify a wild impatient curiofity, but proceeded from a kindnefs 
and good-natured hofpitality, which did them infinite credit. A 
heart-felt joy was vifibly {een in the conntenance of anyone whofe 

houfe 
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houfe we happened to itop at, and the whole family would croud 
about us, bringing cocoa-nuts to quench our thirft, fanning fuch 
of us as feemed fatigued with walking, and in fhort, feduloufiyen
deavouring to render us every kind offiee in their power. 

The valley an the way we walked along to the beach, is entirely 
planted with taro; and thefe plantations are laid out with a great 
deal of judgment. 

The ground i~ very low, and the taro grounds are entirely cover
ed with water, and furrounded with trenches, fo that they can 
either be drained, or frefh watered, from the river at pleafure. 
They are laid out in a variety of forms, according to the fancy of 
the different owners, whofe various {hares are marked with the 
moft fcrupulous exaEtnefs: thefe are interfeEted at convenient dif
tanees by raifed foot-paths, about two feet wide. I fhould obferve, 
that thefe plantations range entirely along the river-fide, and the
hou[es I have been fpeakng of are fituated to the Weftward of 
the extreme path. The trees, which are pretty numerous about 
the houfes, are generally the cloth mulberry. 

The houfes, and whatever elfe I faw worthy of notice, {hall be 
the fubjeB: of a future letter; at prefent I filall clofe the fubjeEt, 
by obferving, that whether we regard the found judgment and (I 
had almoft faid fcientilic) frill with which thefe grounds are laid 
out, or the clofe attention and unremitting diligence fhewn in their 
cultivation, in either of thefe points of view, they would reflect. 
credit even on a Britijh hufbandman. 

By the time we got to the beach, the day was far fpent; our 
boat li/as already come for us, and lay at anchor much in the fame 
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fituation as in the morning. Great nnmbers of the n_atives were 
colleB:ed together on the beach; many to take their leave of us, 
and others were very importunate for a Matano, amongfi: whom 
was the man I engaged to attend me in the morning: he got two 
nails from me, with which he was perfeB:ly fatisfied, a poor reward, 
thou wilt fay, for a long, wearifome day's attendance! However, it 
ferved to remind me of thofe good old Englifu times, when the 
diligent labourer had the alternative of a penny, or a peck of wheat 
for his day's hire. 

Abbenoue's people attended with their canoes, to paddle us 
through the furf to our boat, as in the morning, and we got fafe 
on board foon after fun-fet. 

The pleafure I experienced during this day's excurfion, is infi
nitely fuperior to any thing of the kind I ever met with; and if 
this imperfeB: account gives thee the Ie aft fatisfaetion, it will ftill 
heighten that of thy affured friend, 

ATOUI, 1 
I Ith Feb. 5 

"V. B. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII. 

H A V I N G given thee an account of my excurfion at Atoui). 
I thall now return to our tranfaEtions on board. 

Towards the 8th of February, the weather grew clofe and fultry, 
attended with a good deal of lightning. In the night of the 9th, a 
frelh breeze fprung up from the Southward; and at five o'clock 
the next morning, we parted our fmall bower cable twenty-one 
fathom from the anchor. 

We frill had a frrong Southerly breeze, and an increafing [well, 
fo that any efforts to recover our anchor would have been ineffec
tual; all that we could do at prefent was to leave two or three 
buoys as near as we could guefs where the anchor lay, the buoy 
which was ftreamed when we came to anchor being funk. 

During the afternoon and evening of the loth, our fituation was 
very difagreeable: the weather was very fqually, with thunder, 
lightning, and heavy rain, the wind blowing frrong at South Weft 
and South South Weft; fo that if neceffity had forced us to 11ip 
our cable, there was no probability of clearing the land. 

In the afternoon of the I I th, the wind veered to the Wefrward, 
and grew more moderate, which lowered the fwell greatly. Though 
the fea ran very high, our friend Long-lhanks came off to us this 
afternoon, bringing fome taro along with him; he did not fail to 
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magnify this piece of fervice, and was rewarded accordingly, thou?h 
we were not without roots, having luckily bought a large quantIty 

of taro before the bad weather came OD. 

The weather being (0 exceedingly unpromifing, it was deter
mined to leave this place; fo at three o'clock in the morning of 
the 12th, Captain Portlock making fignal, we weighed anchor, and 
made fail, ftretching to the Southward with a light breeze at 

North Weft. 

From the 12th to the 15th, we kept plying towards Oneehow, 
but were prevented from making it, by light variable winds. 
During this time, we had clofe, fultry, cloudy weather. 

In the forenoon of the 16th, a frelh breeze fpringing up at 
North Eaft, we ftood right for Oneehow; and in the afternoon, 
came to anchor in Yam Bay, in twenty-nine fathom water, over a 
fandy bottom; the extremes of the bay bore from South 20 deg. 
Eaft to North IS deg. Eaft; the body of Oreehoura North 40 deg. 
Eaft; and Tahoura South 30 deg. Weft, about two miles diftant 
from fuore. 

Our grand objeCt at this place was to recover the anchors which 
Captain Portlock left here; fo at day-break in the morning of the 
17th, the boats from both fuips were fent to fearch for them: 
fortunately the weather was moderate, and the fea tolerably fmooth, 
fo that by two o'clock in the ~fternoon, the King George had got 
both her anchors on board, which was a moil: lucky circumftance, 
and more efpecially, as the anchor we had left at Atoui might almoft 
be given over for loft. 

During 
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During this time, we were bufily employed on board, in pur
chafing yams and water from the natives, who had attended us 
pretty numeroufly, and brought a good quantity of yams, which 
proved a very feafonable fupply, moft of our roots being expended. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon, the wind fhifting to the 
Southward, we weighed anchor, and ftretched towards the North 
Weft, intending, fhould Southerly winds continue, to make Atoui, 
through the paffage by Oreehoura, and try to recover our anchor; 
but we now had frefh reafon to fuppofe, that the wind near thefe 
jflands is always variable; for from the 17th to the 23d, we had 
light variable winds, frequent calms intervening, fo that we kept 
ftanding to the Northward and Eaftward, making longe; or fhorter 
boards, as occafion required. Atoui generally bore about South 
South Eaft, and Oneehow, South Weft. 

V{hilft we were plying in this uncertain ftate, we had an oppor~ 
tunity of viewing the North Coaft of Atoui, or that part of the 
ifland direCtly oppofite Wymoa Bay. The fhore down to the "Ya
ter's edge, is in general mountainous, and difficult of accefs: I 
could not fee any level ground, or the leaft fign of this part of the 
ifland being inhabited, at leaft by any confiderable number of peo
pIe; fo that there is every rcafon to fuppofe the South fide of the 
ifland contains nearly the whole of the inhabitants. 

During the 24th and 25th, we had moderate weather, and gene .. 
rally light winds; a freih breeze at Eaft North Eaft fometimes 

intervening. 

In the morning of the 26th, we worked through the paffage 
between Oreehoura and Atoui. At noon, the extremes of the 
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J787. latter i!1and bore from North to North 58 deg. Eaft; and Onee-
~ how Weft, 8 deg. South. 

In the afternoon, and the whole of the 27th, we had freih vari
able breezes; but the forenoon of the 28th, being fine, and the 
wind blowing a moderate breeze from the Eaftward, we came to 
anchor in Wymoa Bay, in thirty-feven fathom water, over a fandy 
bottom. 

Our motive for coming to this place wa'S to fearch for our 
anchor, and the whale-boat was immediately hoifted out for that 
purpofe; but all our endeavours were ineffectual, though we had 
taken exact bearings of the place where it was loft, and the water 
was tolerably fmooth:, the buoys we had left were either drifted 
away, or ftolen by the natives. 

The weather during the 1ft of 1\1arch was moderate and fine,. fo 
that we hoped to procure a fupply of hogs and vegetables; but the 
inhabitants we found were tabooed, and nobody came near us' 
except a few of the inferior Chiefs, who brought us a fmall quan
tity of taro._ 

We had reafon to fuppofe, from every information we were able 
to procure, that the King grew tired of us, and had tabooed the 
people, in order to prevent any refreihments being brought on 
board the veffels, thinking from our frequent viiits, that we in
tended to fettle at Atoui:. indeed appearances might warrant a 
fuppofition of this kind. We had repeatedly anchored on their 
(oaft; cruized backwards and forwards, in fight of their ifland; 
anchored there again; and, in ihort, been long enough amongft 

them 
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them to encourage a fuppofition, that we withed to fix our abode 
at this defirable fpot. 

If thefe motives actually induced Tiara to taboo the inhabitants, 
and I make no doubt but they did, it confirms what I have already 
faid, refpecting his good fenfe and penetration; nay, the moft 
refined politician could not take a better ~ethod to drive away any 
unwelcome intruders, and whom at the fame time he could not 
openly quarrel with, than by./larving them out---But to return: 

The wind on the 2d fhifting to the Wettward, we weighed anchor 
at eight o'clock in the evening, and ft:ood out to fea; it was very 
fortunate for us that we did fo, for the next day proved very 
fqually, with heavy rain; the wind nearly South Weft:. At noon, 
Atoui bore from North North Eaft to North 25 deg. Well:; and 
Oneehow from North 60 deg.Weft to 80 deg. Weft; about fix 
leagues diftant. The afternoon proving thick and foggy, we loft 
fight of both iflands. 

The fame foggy weather continued during the 4th and 5th, with 
fhong Wefterly gales of wind, and heavy rain, attended with a 
very heavy crofs fea: this made m judge it moft prudent to lay to, 
as we were not certain how the currents fet, and were unwilling to 
frand out far from the land. 

In the morning of the 5th, we Caw Atoui, which bore from 
Weft to Weft South vVeft; and Whahoo, South South Eaft. 
Towards the afternoon, the weather grew moderate, and the peo
ple were employed in getting in a new jigger-mail, the old one 
being carried away: fome iron work being required, the armourer 
was bufily employed about it, when a fudden roll of the fhip 
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threw his anvil over-board. This was looked on as a very bad 
acciden~, as \ve had few toes ready made, and we knew they would 
be fingularly ufeful in our future traffic. 

During the 6th and 7th, \ve had frefh Wefterly breezes. In the 
morning of the 7th, Captain Dixon went on board the King 
George, and on h~s return, we fteered Eait South Eaft, our Cap
tains having determined, if the wind kept to the Southward and 
Weftward, to make Owhyhee; but all hope') of this fort quickly 
vanifhed, for in the forenoon of the 8th, the wind veered to Eaft 
North Eait. 

During the 9th and loth, we plied to windward, expeeting to 
nnd the wind ftill variable; but it now feemed fet in for a con
jhnt fieady trade, fo that in the forenoon of the 11th, we gave up 
any intention of making Owhyhee, and ftretched again to the 
South Weft. 

Being favoured with a bri1k, fieady, Eafterly breeze, early in the 
afternoon, we were within two miles of the North Weft fide of 
Whahoo. On feeing a fmall village a little to the Weftward, we 
Jay to about three hours, expecting the inhabitants would bring us 
fome hogs and vegetables, and more efpecially, as this was a part of 
the ifland we had not been near before, but we had only two fmall 
canoes came near us, and they bringing little or nothing, at five 
-o'clock we made fail, and frood to the Weftward~ 

The extremes of Whahoo now bore from South 50 deg. Eaft" 
to South 35 deg. Weft; diftant about three leagues. Excepting 
the fmall village I have juft mentioned, the North fide of Whahoo 
appears to be uninhabited; neither is there any good fhelter for a 

veffel 
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veffel to anchor in; the {hore is generally freep and mountainous, 
and in that refpeCt a good deal refembles the North fide of Atoui. 

At feven o'clock in the morning of the 12th, we faw Atoui, and 
at nuo.n, we were within a few miles of our anchoring birth, in 
Wymoa Bay. The weather was very fine, with a moderate Ea11-
erly breeze. We frood on under an eafy fail, expeCling the natives 
would bring us fome refrefhments, but not a fingle canoe appeared 
in the bay: this fufficiently confirmed our former opinion, that the 
King was determined to fiarve us from the ifland. At fix o'clock) 
the extremes of Atoui bore from North 10. deg. Weft, to North 
56 deg. Ea11:; and the North end ofOneehow, from Weft to. 
Weft by South. 

All hopes of procuring any quantity of hogs were now given up, 
and the only thing we waited fOf, previous to. the profecution of 
our Voyage to the Northward, was a fupply of yams from Onee
how, which entirely depended on our meeting with a fieady Eafrerly 
wind. 

During the 13th, we had light variable winds; towards the 
evening, the iky grew black and lowering; ~he air was exceeding 
clofe and fuItry, and the night was almoft one continued ftorm of 
heavy rain, attended with violent thunder and lightning. Light 
airs, and intervening calms, attended us the greateft part of the 
14th ; but about fix o'clock in the afternoon, a frdh breeze fprung 
up at Eafr North Eaft, on which we hauled our wind to i.~~(~ South
ward during the night, expeCting at day-break to bear away for 
Oneehow; but at fix o'clock in the morning of the 15th, the wind 
fuifting to Eaft South Ea11:, Captain Portlock hauled his wind, 
contrary to our ccpeCtation, and fleered North Eaft. At noon, 

the 
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the extremes of Atoui bore from North to North 35 deg. Weft. 
During the day, we had a fine breeze at South Eait, and clear wea
ther. Our latitude at noon was 21 deg. 29 min. North, and 159 
deg. Weft longitude. At fix o'clock, the North Eaft end of Atoui 
bore North 42 deg . Weft, thirteen leagues diftant; and the body 
ofWhahoo Eaft. The breeze continued fteady all night; and in 
the morning of the 16th, being quite clear of all the i£lahds, we 
fteered due North, with a brifk Southerly gale. 

Thus have we left thefe i£lands a fecond time, and are now 
ftanding for the American Coaft, on the pinnacle of expectation. 
My next fhall be an account of our pafiage thither. Adieu. 

OFF ATOUI, l 
16th March. 1 

LET T E R XXVIII. 

W. B. 

BEFORE I proceed with my account of our pafi'age to the 
N orth Weft Coaft, let me fay a few words refpecring our 

departure from Oneehow, at a time when what we had been ftriv
ing for weeks to obtain, was apparently within our reach. 

As the weather in the night of the 14th, and during the 15th 
of March, was moderate and clear, attended with a favourable 
Eaiterly breeze, which would have enabled us to come to at Onee-

how 
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how with eafe; and as a fupply of yams, which we were morally 
certain of procuring -there, would have been highly ferviceable, it 
may feem il:range that Captain Portlock thould fbnd to the North
ward at the moment when his every with appeared eafy to be ac
compli-fhed: but it fl:ould be remembered, that the weather pre
viotls to this time, had been very unfettled, and indeed we had ever 
found it fo at Oneehow; that thould we not meet with contrary 
winds, there was every probability of our being becalmed under 
the land, which would be attended with confequences equally dif
agreeable, as it began to be high time for us to fail to· the N orth
ward, in order to make up, if pollible, for the deficiencies of laft 
feafon: however, be all this as it may, the event proved this itep to 
be extremely judicious, for the wind veering to the Southward, as 
I have already related, would have rendered it impraCticable for us 
to lay at Oneehow. To return now to our Voyage. 

During the former part of the 17th, we had a ftrong S'·l"\tt f'cly 
breeze, with frequent thowers of rain. In the afternoc~. tILe.. wi~:d 

grew light and variable. The night was fqually, atten<i..:u with 
thunder, lightning, and conftant rain. 

In the morning of the 18th, we had a heavy gale of wind at 
South South Eail:, with a heavy fwell, and conftant rain. This 
was the firft fair gale we had met with fince our leaving England. 
The gale continued during the day and greateft part of the night, 
which being very dark, we lay to, and made fail at five o'clock in the 
morning of the 19th, the weather being pretty moderate. OUf 

latitude at noon was 27 deg. 24 min. North; and the longitude 

158 deg. 17 min. Weft. 

From 

J787~ 
March. 
~ 



I 7~); . 
TI.~,lj"ch. 

"'-..-' 

A VOYAGE TO THE 

From this to the 2 3d, we had little variety, the wind Jreih and 
variable, with cloudy weather. Our latitude at noon on tIle 22d, 
was 29 deg. 10 min. North; and the longitude be; ~;.g the mean of 
feveralfets of lunar obfervations, IS3 deg. 27 min. WeO:. 

On the 24th and 25th, we had frequent fqualls, attended with 
rain; the wind !hifting from Eaft South Eaft to South South 
Weft; the weather thick and foggy, 

The 26th was moderate. Our latitude at noon was 34 deg. 59 
min. North; and our longitude 159 deg. 30 min. WeO:. Con
trary to our expeCtation, the fog cleared up on the 27th, and we 
had clear, moderate weather, vvith a fine Southerly breeze, which 
continued till the 29th, in the evening, when a frdh gale of wind 
came on from the Wefrward, with frequent {howers of rain, and 
thick foggy weather. We have conilantly remarked, that South
Wefierly winds, in thefe latitudes, viz. from 30 to 60 deg. North, 
never fail to bring thick fogs along with them. 

1n the morning of the 31ft, the weather grew moderate. Our 
latitude at noon was 39 deg. 23 min. North; and the longitude 
154 deg. 23 min. Weft. During the afternoon, we had light \ 
variable airs, and cloudy weather. Towards the evening we faw 
feveral puffins, and a young feal came along-fide, which clearly 
indicated, that land could not be far off: indeed when we failed 
lail to the Northward, and nearly in the fame fituation, we were 
convinced, from fimilar circumftances, that there muft be land not 
many leagues from us; but it was our misfortune, both at that 
time, and the pn{ent, to have fuch thick, foggy weather, that had 
we failed within ten miles of high land, we {hould have paffed it 
nnCeen. 

From. 
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From the 1ft to the 4th of April, vve had little variety; the wind 
<generally blew frefh from South South Eafr to South \Vefr; the 
weather wet and hazy. Our latitude at noon, on the 3d, was ++ 
deg. 4 min. North; and the longitude 151 deg. 59 min. \Vt f:: " 
The nights being very dark, we generally lay to, and made fail in 
the morning at day- break. 

, 
On the 7th, at noon, our latitude was 47 deg. 21 min. H orth; 

and the longitude 148 deg. 39 min. Weft; we faw feveral gulls~ 
divers, and various other fpecies of birds; fea-weeds alfo frequently 
'paffed us. 

In the afternoon of the 8th, we had a fea-lion p1aying about 
the veHeI. From the 5th to the 9th, the wind was light, and -chiefly 
to the Northward; but in the morning of the 9th, it 111 if ted 
to South WeJ1, with moderate weather, fquaIls of hail and l1eet 
fometimes intervening. Our latitude at noon, on the I 2t11, was 52 
deg. 46 min. North; and the longitude, being the mean of fome 
lunar obfervations, 145 deg. 43 min. Weft. 

From this to the 16th, we had little variety; frei11 variable winds 
and frequentfqualls of fnow and fleet intervening. We here found 
the variation of the compafs 19 deg. Eafierly. The weather was 
{everely cold" the thermometer on the 16th being at 25 de8" w~-!ir:h_ 

is two and half lower than it ever was during Captain Cook's laft 
Voyage, though he failed as far as 72 deg. North latitude. 

On the 16th, at noon, our latitude \-vas 58 deg. 9 min. North, 
and the longitude 149 deg. 23 min. Weft. From this to the 18th, 
the weather was fo thick and hazy, that we were not able to get 
an obfervation j and as it was impofiible to fee land at any dif-

tance~ 
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l787. tanee, we plied occafionally, it being uncertain how far we were 

April. from the American Coafr. 
"-,-J 

In the afternoon of the 18th, we had a fildden [quaIl from the 
vVeftward; but our fails being handed in time, we did not receive 
the leaf! damage. The wind blew a freih gale the greateft part of 
the niO"ht· but in the forenoon of the 19th, it moderated, and the b , 

vveather grtw clear enough for us to get a meridian altitude, which 

gave 57 deg. 41 min. North latitude. 

From the 20th to the 22d, we had thick hazy weather, with 
frequent [qualls, and almoft con11ant [now and fleet, the wind 
generally blowing freih at South Eaft, and South South Ea11. 
Our latitude, by account at noon on the 22d, was 59 deg. 1 min. 
North. This made us ply with caution, as we were certain the 
coaft could not be far off; and the weather was [0 very hazy, that 
\ve could not fee land a league from the veffeI. 

In the morning of the 23d, the weather grew tolerably clear. 
Our latitude at noon was 59 deg. 9 min. and the longitude 147 deg. 
55 min. vVe11, being the mean of two [ets of lunar obfervations. 
At one o'clock we raw land, bearing from North Eafr by North to 
\Veft, ten leagues difhnt. l~ ':" feven in the evening, we perceived 
the land to the \Veftward to be Foot Ifland, and that to the Eaft-
1.c,':1id, r.Iontagne Ifland; fo that we were ftanding well for the 
paffage into Prince William's Sound, which we in vain attempted to 
make, "vhen laft on this coaft. At fun-fet, the entrance bore 
1{ orth I ~~ deg. Eaft; and. the South Eaft part of MontaO"ue Ifland 
. - 1 b 
~~jort 1 32 de~. ECi2c, ;:,:)·'JD'r five leC1:~ues difiant. The v:ind being 
IJ;ht 2nd vanable, vie ftrl~tched to th~ Eaftward during the night r 
~md in the lTOl il;jlg o{ the 24th, a moderate breeze [pringing up 

from 
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from the Wei1::ward, we fet all fail, and frood right in for the pa{ .... 

Lzc. At noon we were right in the' c:~1ti'2nce of the channel. 
Our obfervation gave 59 deg. +7 min. North latitude j and the 
longitude was 147 deg. 52 min. V.fefr. 

This place is laid down in Captain Cook's general chart, in S9 
deg. 36 min. North latitude, which is eleven miles to the South
ward of our obfervation, on which account, our gentlemen were 
particularly correCt in taking their altitudes, and being favoured 
with a remarkably clear horizon, were able to determine the lati
tude to a certainty. This convinced Captain Dixon of the error 
in the chart above-mentioned, and evidently {hewed, that the lati
tude had been fettled by angles carried on from the fun's meridian 
altitude at a difiance. 

The land-in this fituation bore from North 34 deg. Wefr to 
North by Eafi; Green Ii1ands North; difrant from the South Eaft 
point of Montague Hland two miles. The breeze dying away in 
the afternoon, and there being no probability of our reaching the 
Sound, we frood into a deep bay, which now opened to the Eafr
ward, and iet go an anchor about five o'clock, in twenty-four fathom 
water, over a muddy bot tr m; the e'~~i'em(3 of the land bearing 
from North Weft to South \Veft. 

Once more are we arrived at the bufy [cene of aCtion; and here 
I will take my leave of thee for the preie,"t, wIth 2. 'Illcere willi, 
that we may not verify the old adage, "The mountains labuur," 
&c. Thine ever, 

MONTAGUE ISLAND,} 
25th April. 

T 

VV. B. 

L E T-

! 7S7' 
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LETTER XXIX. 

I L EFT thee at the conclufion of my laft, immediately on our 
.. coming to anchor~ and I doubt not by this time, thou art impa

tient to be acquainted with our proceedings. As I know nothing 
more difagreeable than a fiate of fufpence, I will immediately en
deavour to relieve thee from it, in the beft manner I can. 

It [eerns, Captain Portlock's motive for coming to anchor, as 
already mentioned, was a fight of two canoes, at fome dift:ance up 
the bay, which gave him reafon to expeCt meeting with inhabitants, 
and confequently that fome bufinefs might be done; a thing we 
were moit particularly anxious about, as this, our laft fea[o~, was 
already Dipping away. 

In the evening of the 24 th, five canoes came along-fide us, but 
brought no fursr or tr?ffic of any kind. They faluted us by ex
tending their arms, and 3. frequent repetition of the word Laulcigh, 
generally laying a great emphafis on the latter fyllable. This we 
underfroocl as a friendly falutation, and returned it by fimilar gef
ticulations, and a repetition of the word Lauleigh. On our en
quiry for Notoonejhuck, which is the name they ufe fOf fea otter's 
{kin, they immediately pointed towards Prince William's Sound, 
repeating the words" Nootka .L''1T(;;;)r)}ZI!jXll{ck,'' plenty, very frequently, 
and in the moll earnefr manner. Some dogs we had on board, 
hearing fhangers about the fl1ip, ran upon the gun-wale, and 
began to bark at them, on which the Indians direCtly called out, 
H Towzer, Towzer, here, here," whifrling at the fame time, after 

2 the 
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the manner ufed to coax dogs in Engbnd. Vie \VeiT pretty much 
puzzled to account for thefe circl1mlb;~'::cs) tll::mgh it appeared 
very cvic1~l1t, from thefe people fpeaking EngElh, a~1d ha,-ing {()~11~~ 

idea of our manners, that an Engliih veIfd either lay in the found 
at the prefent moment, or had been there very recently j but none 
of us could gueis at the meaning of Ncotka, though they repeated 
that word much oftener than any of the relt. 

Thefe canoes were covered with ikins, the fame as we h;Jd fcen 
1aft feafon in Cook's River: three of them were built for two men 
each, and the two others h,..:~d Oi11y a fingle peri0n. 

The ears of thefe Indians were ornamented with plenty of fmall 
blue beads, but thefe, we had reafon to [uppoie, were procured 
from the Ruffians, as fame knives and iron weapons which they 
:fhewed us, were evidently of Rufiian manufaCture. 

Early in the morning of the 25th, our boats were fent on [hare 
for wood and water, both which were very eafily procured. III the 
mean time, our Captains went all round the 1x.y, and exan~iDtd 
every adjacent creek and inlet, but found no i~ll~,b:Ldlb, ,:01' any 

f 1 ,. . . . l' 1 • 1 1 • 1 traces 0 recent 1ailitaU(:l1S ~11 tiL3 part, wniCfl ca, .. r: us CGllC}UC '?, 

that our vifitors were only a hunting party frOlTl Pf;~lce \-:/it!:Jlr~'s 

Sound· hO','((Ycr, we n;':cl;: them iC!~le rLl~lu' 1;1 (;';IT't::; h');~;j-isr" , v ..I<- ,) ~ '"----'-

that it might induce t!lem not only to Lri'ing us fUfS, bl7t alfu (n~ 

1 · . l' f '1 1 • • 1 J '\ Coura~e t lelr ntlg 'E,(n, ,3 to 'OllOW LJ'':lr ~v:Jr;!rjlc: t 1C 'T 1'':'t·nL':~ o ~ J 

perfectly fatisfied with t11'~' triH,:,s we gave th'I~~, ar:di:c,Ll us, t:1at 

they would return [OO~l and bring NOtOOi/I)i7.':!d, plell ty. 

We waited till the 28th, with the [,i\~':~eC 3.1'X~'~t:r, :n llO:~C3 tLt 

the L.rLm~ would retmn to trade wi~h us,; but ii'l th~s 'iie: ',VC;'C 

dif1.;.-

I ~ 
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J 7~7. difappointed, [0 that it was deterr:1ined to leave this bay the firft 
April. f' . . d 

I...-y--J alr wm • 

At four o'clock in the morning of the 29th, a breeze fpringing 
up at South v'lr eft, 'lye unmoored, and {'wod out of the bay, but had 
fcarcely reached the channel, which leads up into the found, when 
we were becalmed, and the tide being againi1: us, we were obliged 
to <::-ci: tLe boats a-head, in order to tow the veiTels in again, tDking 
car~, ilowever, to come to as near mid-channel as was confii1:ent 
wid:. our fafety. At ten o'clock we let go an anchor, in twenty
three fathom water, over a muddy bottom, the extremes of the 
bay bearing from North 40 deg. Weft to South 39 deg. Weft, a 
mile diftant from fhore. 

The weather during the 30th, was moderate, the wind light and 
variaLle; no Indians came near us, fa that what faint hopes we 
had hitherto entertained of their return, now entirely vaniihed. 

This bay abounds with wild geefe and ducks, but they were fo 
very 1'hy, that we could rarely come within mufquet {hot of them. 
There are alfo great numbers of gulls; fame eagles of the white
headed fpecies, and great plenty of fmaller birds, of various kinds, 
fuch as fand-pipers, fnipes, plovers, 0:c. &c. 

aUf hooks and lines were generally over-board, but the only 
kind of {ifh we cauKht was a fort greatly refembling a flounder, 
and called by the failors fand-dabs. The other marine produc
tions found here, are mufcles, cockles, clams, crabs, and itar-bh. 
I fhould not omit, that one of our people, in fiihing with hook 
and line, caught a very remarkable fubject, which I fuppofe to be a 
lj)ecies of polypus: it feemed to be both of an animal and vege-

table 
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table fubfrance, and adhered to a [man [witch about three feet 

long. 

The wind frill continuing light and variable, early in tLt' ~~'"'--

ing of the Iil of May, boflJUr Captail~s went in the \V->~:<.' L o1
,-C 

on a furvey, and Captain l-'o;-tloci.::. lett orders Wi~l' l'ylr. l\'~ __ Cl.: 0 

weigh anchor duril16 his abfence, if the \vind proved fa.vou; , 
A number of the people from both veHds had liberty given LO 

recreate themfelves on Dl0re; but a breeze coming on at South 
Weft, at e~even o'clock a fignal was made for the people to come 
on board. At two o'clock we unmoOled, and made fail, ilanding 
up the channel towards Prince vVilliam's Sound. At fix o'clock, 
being clofe in {hore, and the wind leifening, we came to anchor in 
a bay to the Eafrward, in twenty-one fathom water, over a muddy 
bottom. At ten o'clock in the evening, our Captains returned; 
they had met with no furs, and feell but very few Indians, and. 
thofe at a coniiderable diftance from the place where ~e lay. 

During the nIght we had light variable airs; but at ten in the 
morning of the zd, a breeze coming on at South Weft, we weighed 
and made fail, ftanding for the channel, betwixt the Green and 
Montague 111ands. By fix o'clock in the afternoon, the Green 
Ii1ands were on our larboard beam. This paifage is dangerous in 
the night, or in bad weather, the channel not being a mile in the 
broadeft part free from funken rocb. 111 this fituation \ve had 
foundings from twenty-five to fix fathom vvater, m'e~- a L~ndy bot
tom. Our breeze dying away, at feven o'clock we ~d goan anchor, 
in thirteen fathom water; but finding we were fituated very near 
a funk rock, we hove it up again, and a light breeze {pringing up, 

we were enaoled to get into a b1Y in l\lontague mand. At nine 
o'clock 

J 787. 
l\1a>. 
~ 
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1787. o'clock we ag8in came to, in thirteen fathom water, over a muddy 
c\LI)' . 

..-,--..J botto111) moori)):; the {hip with the h·d;e and iheam cable. 

During the greate!l part of the 3J, the vveather was moderate; 
but in the night, a frrong gale of wind came on, at North Weft, 
\'!hich nnkin.:; the y.::r:::l ride very heavy, and labour much, we un
moored ihip at fix o'clock in the morning of the 4th, and began to 
warp towards the head of the bay. In the afternoon we came to 
with the beft bower, in eight fathom W:.lter, and moored the veffe! 
with the f1::ream cable, to a tree on {hore, 

It was the intention of our Captains, the firft fecure harbour we 
came into, to haul the veffels on !hore, in order that their bottoms 
might be thoroughly fcrubbed, and a frefh coat laid on. This 
F~l;:':C being peculiarly fit for the purpo[e, early in the morning of 
the 5th, the King George was hauled on {hore, and the people im
mediately fet to work in [crubbing and cle8.ning her bottom; the 
carpenters we;'e employed in repairing the damaged !heathing. 
I\I:;:'.tl while, it not being prudent for both Vel~c;::; to be on illOre at 
the fame time, our people were buuly employed; fo:ne in clearing 
the hold, and over-hauling the provifions; others were fent on 
i~lore to fill water; and the coe pers were employed in repairing 
lome butts, and other (3.11::.::; that were faulty. 

"'\,\,;h~~:~~ all this bufinefs ,,-'as going forward, with every exertion 
~n our power, in order that nothing might be left unattempted, nor 
<:,117 o~~l'0rtl1nity loft that we could pollibly lay hold of, to\vards 
L}c, , ir:1tlng our :;rJ.:]d objeEt, early in t:le morning of the 5th, Cap
tain l":XOil took our whale boat, together with the King George's 
hng h;) It and whale boat, all well manned and armed, in order to 

trade 



NORT H- WE S Teo A ST OF AME R lCA. 

trade in the adjacent found, or wherever he judged it likely to meet 
with inhabitants. 

On the 6th, our cooper was employed in making fpruce beer: 
as we expected to have frequent opr)ortanities of fapplying our
felves with this WhOH::l<11Y; bever~~:e on the merican Coafl:, we 
brought out a quantity of y(~ai1: in bottles, prepared by a ]\tIr:=:, 

Staintby, of London; and it would be doing her injuftice not to 

fay, that the yeaJ1: was now found to anfwer our moll: fanguine 
expectations, in working the fpruce, being equally good as when 
firfr brought from England. The people were bUlled in bringing 
water from 1hore, and ftowing it away in the hold, whicl1, by this 
time, was compleatly over-hauled. 

On the 7th, the King George's bottom being nearly compleated j 

we {huck our top-mafts, and got every thing clear for hauling our 

veffel on ihore. 

The tide ferving at four o'clock in the morning of the 8th, we 
hauled on the graving bank. At eight o'd:,ck we began to fcrape 
her, and having cleaned one fide, w,.:: I:,ream::::d her, payiug her d.fter
wards ""ith a compofition of oil, tar, £1uih, and cbalk, this bf;ing 
the beft coat we had in our power to lay on. At five in the after
noon, being r'~:lrly high water, we [vvung her, in orck1' to clean the-' 
other fide: we iCr~l~)e(~ it on the 9th, but the weather p'-'Y"ing wet 
and ul1favourable, {he could not be compL::1~;~d; {u that what 

hands could be fpared, were rent on -more to Cllt wood. 

Early in the morning of the loth, Captain Di~~on returned with 
the boats. As this excurnon was attended with [everal interefting 

Cll'Cmn··· 
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cil'cl1r'I1!r::u:ces, 1 {h:-Jl give thee an account of it in the Captain's 
own words, as copiul fnm his journal: 

H This morning, tllC 5th, I went wit:l the two wInle bO:lts, ~,nd 
the King George's long boat, in order to {:2Jrch for Indians, and, 
if poilible, to purchafe fome furs. 1\1y intention was to make 
Hinchinbrooke Cove firft, and from thence pro~eed to Snug Corner 
Cove, as I knew they were the moil: likely places to meet with in
habitants. Bad weather coming on, at e:ght o'clcck I put into a 
cove in Montague Iiland; but towards nine o'clock, the weather 
clearing up, I proceeded round the North Eaft end of the iiland 
into a large bay: here I found fome Indians on a hunting party, 
who gave me to underitand, that they belonged to Cape Hinchin
brooke. It being late in the afternoon, I came to an anchor for 
the night i:l the long boat, and made the whale-boats fait, one on 
each fide. 

" As the Indians did not leave us \yllen night Larue on, I ordered 
fix hands to keep watch, and the remainder to have their arms 
re~-~dy, fo that I might call them at a moment's notice. The Indi
ans fcu:ked about us till near two o'clock, waiting, no doubt, for 
an r)f--portunity to cut the boats off, but finding us attentive to all 
their mutiJ:l5., they then left us. 

" P.. t four o'clock in the morning of the 6th I weiahd and , b' 

fiood over for C:l}:e Hinchin brocke, where I came to anchor at half 
paft t('n. At this place I found ieveral Indld: 15, ~~d purchaLd a 
few fea otter ikins. The Indians frequently pointed towards .snug 
Co: Der Cove, a"d endeavo'..ued to make me underftand, that a vef
fellay at anchor there. Though this circnmi'Lance fhongly excit
ed my curioiity, and made me particularly anxious to know whe-

ther 
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ther this piece of intelligence was trne, yet the day being by this 
time far 12ent, I determined to keep my prefent fituatic)l1 during 
the night, as the weather was very unpromifing; fo that our 
ftanding for Snug Corner Cove, under fuch circul)1ftances, would 
be attended with fome degree of danger and difficulty. 

" A ftriEt and yigilant look-out was more neceffary this night, 
if poilible, than we had found it the preceding one. The Indians 
whom I had traded with for furs, during the afternoon, were a 
different tribe from that I met with in the bay at the North Eaft 
end of Montague Ifland: their behaviour was very daring and 
infolent, though they did not directly attack us, and they did not 
leave the boats till day-light the next morning. I make no doubt 
but that a fight of the various articles I had brought to trade with 
thefe people, occafioned them to lurk about us the whole night, in 
hopes of obtaining a booty, but finding themfelves difappointed, 
they paddled away, feemingly much difcontented. 

(( Early in the morning of the 7th, I fet off for Snug Corner 
Cove; but the wind during the whole day being very light, the 
long boat made little way, fo that the whale boats were obliged to 
take her in tow: this retarded my paffage fo much, that I did not 
arrive in the cove tin eleven o'clock in the evening. Contrary to 
my expeCtation, I found no veffel in the cove, neither did I per
ceIve any of the inhabit::: Its ; notwithfianding which, I ordered the 
fame ftriEt watch to be ke;~t as before, well remembering, that the 
Difcovery was boarded by the natives in this very cove, during 
Captain Cook's la11 Voyage, in open day. 

« During the night, none of thl: inhabitants came near us; but 
at day-light in the morning of the Uh, two IndIans l,..l~J.l .. ak'ng-

U fide 
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fide in a canoe, and g:we me to underihncl, th2.t there was a fhip at 
no neat di;}~ance; at che fame time they offered to conduCt me to 

.C) 

her for a frring of beads. Glad to accept thi::; propofaI, I willingly 
embraced their offer, and fet off with t:1e whale-boats, leaving the 
long boat at anchor, as I was afraid {he would only retard my pro
grefs, and I was exceedingly anxious to know, whether there really 
was a veffel in this part) or that the Indians had been amufing me 
with a falfe report. 

(C I had not got far before the weather grew very. bad, and my 
guides gave me the flip: however, I continued the fearch along 
fhore till twelve o'clock, by which time I had got into the entrance 
of a large bay, and the weather growing very fquaIly, with heavy 
ftorms of fnow and fleet, I thought it moft advifeable to return to 
the long boat, where I arrived about three o'clock. 

" At half pafl:: fix o'clock, fix canoes came into the cove where 
,\-ve lay, and told me there was a ihip not far off, to which they 
were going, and offered to fhew me the way: the weather was then 
very bad, but as they were going up the inlet, and not out to fea, 
as my guides had done in the morning, I ret out with them in my 
own whale-boat, leaving the other whale-boat, and the long boat, 
in the cove. 

" At ten o'clock in the evening, we arrived in the creek where 
the veffel I fo much wifhed to fee lay. I found her to be a fnow, 
called the Nootka, from Bengal, commanded by a Captain Meares, 
under Englifh colours. 

H 1 learnt from Captain Meares, that he had failed from Bengal 
in March, 1786, and that he touched at Oonalaika in Auguft. 

I From 
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From thence he proceeded to Cook's River, which he intended to 
make by w.ay of the Barren Iflands; but the weather at that time 
being thick and hazy, he got into \Vhitfuntide Bay, through which 
he found a pafTage into Cook's Ri ver. In this ihaight he met with 
a party of Ruffian [ettlers, who informed him, that the land to the 
Eafrward of the ftraight is called by them Codiac, and that they had 

. a fettlement there; likewife that two European veffels were then at 
anchor at Codiac, and that they had lately [een two other £hips in 
Cook's River. This intelligence induced him to freer for Prince 
William's Sound, where he arrived the latter end of September. 

" He had wintered in the creek where I now found him, and 
his vefTel was frill faft in the ice. The [curvy had made fad havock 
amongfr his people, he having loft his Second and Third Mates, 
the Surgeon, Boatfwain, Carpenter, Cooper, Sail-maker, and a great 
number of the foremaft men, by that dreadful diiorder; and the 
remaining part of his crew were fo enfeebled at one time, that 
Captain Meares himfelf was the only perfon on board able to walk 
the deck. 

Cl It gave him very great pleafure to h!-:d t';,·o 'J-;:;iTd, 10 ne2:', \vho 
could affifi him in fOjl1:~ mea[ure in his diLheis; and I L::d ,;0 lefs 
{atisfaDion in alluring him, that he i110uld be fmni[htd with every 
neceffary we could V)111ol~/ fpare. As Captain I\IIeares's peopk~ m::re 

now getting better, he de fired me not to take the trouLle of L;"J= 

ing any re:L'dlilnents to him, as he would come on board us very 
fnortly in hls own boat. 

(( I left the Nootka at three o'clock in th;: moming of the ,'th, 
and got to my b02.ts about ei~ht: at ten o'clock I \ve;gh:Ll, a:d 
frood down for c:c:!r {hips, being now c'onvinced, that t!ET': \~'as no 

1': () ij~:c·n· .... ~ 1 ~ ... -' _, 
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profpeCt of my meeting with any furs of confequence. Towards 
noon it grew nearly calm, and the whale boats were obliged to take 
the long boat in tow. 

" Whilft we were proceeding in this manner acrofs the found, 
fame canoes joined us, and one of the Indians had a few rea-otter 
£kins, which he offered to fell. Happening to caft his eyes on a 
frying-pan, which my people in the long boat had to drefs their 
viCtuals with, he requefted to have it in barter; accordingly, it 
was offered him, but he abfolutely refufed to take it entire, and 
defired us to break off the handle, which he feemed to regard as a 
thing of ineftimable value, and rejeCted the bottom part with con
tempt. 

" Towards fix o'clock, the wind frefhening, the whale boats 
were caft off, and [oon afterwards the weather grew very rough, 
with conftant [now and fleet, which occafioned the boats to [epa
rate. The night was very ftormy, and I did not get on board my 
own veffel till four o'clock in the morning of the loth. The 
King George's boats arrived nearly about the fame time." 

About eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the IOth, Captain 
Meares, accompanied by Mr. Rofs, his Firft Mate, came in their 
own boat on board the King George, bringing [everal bags of 
rice along with them, to exchange for various refrefhments, which 
they ftood greatly in need of. 

From them we learnt, that the Fur-trade on this coaft had been 
carried on from different parts of the Eaft Indies for [orne years. 

They 
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They told us various {tories refpeEting their fuccef3 in trade, 

but on thefe much reliance was not to be placed, as the Captain 
and Mate feldom agreed in their accounts: at one time, they had 

purchafed two thoufand fea-otter fk:ins; at another, not more than 
feven hundred. This, however, is pretty certain, that they had 
procured a confiderable quantity of valuable furs, and thefe chiefl.y~ 
if not altogether, in Prince "-VVilliam's Sound. 

It was Captain Meares's intention to have compleated his Voy-~ 
age in twelve months; but the froil: fett~ng in fooner than they, 

expected, had unavoidably detained them in the found during the 
winter. The great 10fs they fu{l:a~ned by fick .efs has already been 

rdated; unfortunately when the I'emaining part of Captain 
Meares's crew were weak and enfeebled to tIle laft degree, they 
w~re greatly diftreifed for fuel; and for forne time it was with the 

gfeateft difficulty that they got wood on board for their daily ufe. 

On our enquiring whether the fcurvy, unattended with any o~her 

complaint, had made fuch fatal havock amol~::::fl the people bt'L'llg
ing to the Nootka, we were irJCllnt~>~l, that a free and ullr.:i'crained 

ufe of fpirits had been indiic~':;11inately allowed them during the 
extreme cold weather, whICh they had drank to [ue}! e:;~ce{3 about 

Chrifimas, that numbers of them kept their hammocks for a fort

night together; add to this, their liquor was of a vcry pcrnicior:; 
kind. fo that there is rea(on to fUDpofe its eHe.}:,:" when (i1"2d: to 

, i ~ 

fueh an extreme, were not leD: fatal than the [curvy itfr:lf. Ad-

mitting this to be the cafe, it fure1/ '\'I'Zts ill-judgt:d in Captai'l 
lVleares to fuffer [neh hurtt'nl ::;:u:~l'c:s am~)l1gfl: his rccil/le; (~i~:d l, 

am afraid that a fcanty fUPe1yof fl:: V:~];()l'S :1;;l~rcorbutics ubfo

lutely neceifary for thefe voya=::c~, put it out of lh~Jt' rower to checl. 
this cruel diforder, 0; often fJJ~:l to fea-faring l~~('l)le. 

I ,., 
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In the forenoon of the 11th, Captain Meares and Mr. Ro[s left 
us. They were fupplied with what flour, [ugar, molaffes, brandy. 
&c. we could poilibly fpare; and in order to render them every 
affiLtance in our power, Captain Portlock [pared Captain Meares 
two fearnen, to ailift in carrying his veffel to Sandwich Iflands, 
where he propo{ed f;oing as {oon as the weather permitted. 

We now were no longer at a 10[s to know what the Indians we 
faw in the firf\: bay meant by pointing towards Prince William's 
Sound, and repeating the word Nootka; neither did we any longer 
wonder at their coaxing our dogs, and fpeaking Engliih, as they 
are exceedingly articulate in their pronunciation, and one of them 
it [eerns, had been on board the Nootka feveral weeks. But to re. 
turn to our bUllnefs on board. 

Towards noon on the loth, the weather growing pretty mode .. 
rate, we com pleated our bottom, and in the afternoon~ hove to our 
moorings. We were bUlled on the 11th in ftowing the hold, and 
getting in wood and water. The armourers of both ihips had a 
tent on {hare, and were hufily emp:oyed in making taes, our anvil 
being loft; we likewife got in about a ton of frones for ballaft, 
fwaycd up our top-mafis, and fet up the rigging. The J 2t;-i was 
taken up in compleating our water, and getting every thing ready 
for fea. 

Here I fhallieave thee for the pre[cnt. Happy ihall I be to fend 
thee a more favourable account of our good fortune in my next) 
than I have been hitherto able to do. 'rh:ne ,,~~~redly, 

):1UK'\.~GUE ISLAND, ? 
-' >.I! 13th. S 

W. B. 

LETTER 
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LETTER xxx. 

OUR laft fearon on the coaft being now advancing very faft, a 
feparation was agreed on as the moft likely means of pro

moting our fuccefs for the remaining part of the year; accordingly, 
it was determined to fend Captain Portlock's long boat, under the 
direction of Melli·s. Hayward and Hill, to trade in Cook's River. 
The King George was to il:ay in Prince William's Sound, till the 
boat's return, and our veffel was to fail for King George's Sound. at 
the fame time, keeping well in with the coaft, that no opportunity 
I)f colleCting Furs might be loft: this diftribution of ourfelves, 
thou wilt perhaps fay, was judicious; and indeed it was high time 
for us to il:rain every nerve; for what with finding ourfelves anti
cipated at this place, and the great probability of being ferved the 
fame at King George's Sound, our beft profpeCts were far from 
pleafing. 

In the afternoon of the 12th of May, IV1eiTrs. Hayward and Hill 
fet out in the long boat for Cook's River, taking with them a pro
per affortment of articles neceffary for trading with the natives. 
Soon after they were gone, two canoes came along-fide us, (me of 
them with eight people in her, the other three, but brought no
thing; however, they promifed to come next day, with plenty of 
trade, accompanied by their Chief. 

The morning of the 13th was fine and clear, but the wind being 
light and variable) and there being a pdJibility of the Indians re

turning? 

159 

17 87. 
1I1,l)'. 

'--v--J 



turning, five of our people were rent, with the Boat[\\'ain in the 
whale boat, on a fifhing p3.rty, having orders not to loic fight of 
the fhips, and others had liberty to r~create thcmielves on fhore. 

About one o'cIock, we had the pleafure of feeing two large 
canoes, and feveral [mall ones, full of Indians, come round the 
North Eaft point of the bay. When they came in fight of the 
veHels, they bC'gan to fing, keeping regular time with the (hokes 
of thtir paddles in the water: their finging feemed to be in a great 
meafure directed by the Chief, and the cadence was not without 
forne degree of har111ony. 

vVhen they came along-fide the King George, they were profufe 
in their friendly falutations; at the fame time their Chief, whofe 
name was ShanU'ay, fhewed a letter for Captain Portlock, which 
came, he faid, from the Nootka, on which he was admitted on 
board, together with a number of his people. 

It [eerns the hunting party we [awat our firft coming in, on the 
24-th of April, belonged to old Shanway's tribe; thefe people lived 
near Snug Corner Cove, and on their return had acquainted Cap
tain rvleares, that they had feen two {hips at anchor a great dif
tance down the channel; on which he immediately wrote the 
above-mentioned letter, without knowing whom particularly to 
addrefs it to, and gave it to the Indians, who promifed to return 
back to us immediately; but thefe trufty meffengers never found 
[heir way till 118\:"-, when the letter was of no confequence. 

CZLptain Portlock's motive for admitting Shanwtly's people on 
board, ,yas from a fuppofition that [uch an indulgence would en
courage them to trade more freely j but to his great mortification, 

~ he 



NOR T H - \V EST C 0 A :; T 0 F A hi E R I (' A. 

he Coon found that traffic did not induce ther:,} to come ::~ar hirn, 
what little trade they brought being mere refLde, and tLat their 

bringing the letter now was only for an oFpcrtunity to get 0:1 

board, in order to fieal every thing \vhich lay in their way. I couid 

fee moli of their tranfaCtions from our quart(r-d:d~) and maC: 
fay, they were managed with a good deal of art. Sl:anway, <u~d 

fome of his attendants endeavoured to amu[e the King George's 

people with finging and dancing, whilft others travcrfed the deck::;, 
and threw every thing which came in their "vY::y to th,:ir corq)a
nions in the canoes. Captain Portlock \"':.5 pre[ent1y avV8.re of 
hi~ gueih thievifh difpofition; but being l111vvilEng to C1';V;: them 

away by force, he ftationed his people in di;'-Cl'tllt p~l ts of the vef

fel to watch their motions: notwithic:lr.l~lw~· this '"e:_:utiol1, they 
U l 

flole a number of articles, and gr;!: them l~n ~·ceiv--.d Into their 
canoes. Whenever they were dc!:eEL:d in 3. theft, thc~y lclinc{,!;:i .. t
ed their booty vvith the utnvJ2c ur,,:=c:"'.c~rn; but "yL.:n 2.ny tLin2~ 
was once in their poffellion) it W;}s with di .. ..; ~"J: y they vvere prc
Y2.iid on to refrore it. At n:it, t~]e ol'ly zrticLsl'lCY ~.~ __ r;!~;ted ~o 

feeal, were iron :1nd c103.th,:;; bnt finding t~1CmJdv .:; watche(~, they 

became indj[criminate ph1l'dc;~'ers, and feized on C\'CI i tllif'.g ~il L:1Cii 

power. 
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their lives would be in danger, as the Indians were well armed with 
knives and fpears: our yawl was alfo difpatched to affifl, if necef
fary; and Captain Dixon, at the fame moment, fired a fwivel, the 
report of which, we could fee, alarmed the Indians, who immedi
ately paddled off with precipitation. 

When our people came on board, we found our fears for their 
fafety were not groundlefs. The Indians had attempted to fleal 
their anchor, and had actually taken feveral of their fi(hing-lines; 
nay, one of them attempted to run his fpear through a young fel
low, becaufe he refufed to give up his line, but was prevented by 
Shanway, who, fortunately for the people, was, it feems, of a pacific 
difpofition, and contented himfelf with plundering in quiet. 

Thefe were [ufficient cautions to us in future, not to truft any 
Indians> even to come on board: indeed Captain Meares had in
formed us, that a (hip from China had a quarrel with the inhabi
tants of King George's Sound, in which feveral of the Indians loft 
their lives; and that the natives afterwards traded with as much 
unconcern as if nothing had happened. 

Our fifhing party had tolerable fuccefs; they caught a large 
quantity of [and-dabs, and a few rock-fifh. 

The birds and marine produCtions here are much the [arne as in 
the firft bay we anchored in; and it is probable there may be [aI
mon farther on in the feafon, when the heat of the fun, by melt
ing the fnow, caures frefh water rivulets; but at this time, it had 
[careely made any impreffion on that dreary element; and the [ur
rounding profpecr teemed with all the horrors of winter. The 

night.-
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night-tides flow here much higher than in the day-time, though I 
cannot fay, with any degree of certainty, how high they rife. 

We now waited with an anxiety bordering on impatience, for a 
fair wind to carry us from this place, and a light breeze fpringing 
up at South Eaft, at four o'clock in the morning of the 14th, we 
weighed anchor and ftood out of the bay. Towards noon, the 
wind veered to South \Veft, which was quite favourable for our 
fran ding up the channel into Prince William's Sound. By nOOll, 
we had the North point of Montague IHand in fight, bearing 
North Eafl:: our obfervation gave 60 deg. 23 min. North latitude; 
and we found the variation of the compa[s 29 deg. 46 min. Eaft

crly. 

In the afternoon, the breeze frefhening, Captain Dixon went 011 

board the King George, to take leave of Captain Portlock, as we 
were drawing near the place where it was agreed for us to feparate. 
At {even o'clock he returned on board, and we hoifted in our boats, 
parting company with our colours flying, and three hearty cheers. 
Captain Portlock fteered for Hinchinbrooke Cove, and we kept 
ihnding for the pafTage between Cape Hinchinbrooke and Mon
tague Wand. During the night we had the wind at North Weft, 
frill blowing a moderate breeze. 

At four o'clock in the morning of the 15th, Cape Hinchin
hrooke bore North vVefl: half \Veft, ab-out eight leagues diftant, 
and the land to the Northward North 35 deg. Eafl:; the extremes 
of Montague IGand bore from South 55 deg. \Vefc, to \Veil North 
Weft. \Ve founded in thirty five fa thorn water, over a {anel y bot~ 
tom. At eight, Cape Hinchinbrooke bore North 63 de?;. vreft. 
During the former part of the day, the wind lei1t:ned, and at noon 

\~Te 



1787' 
l., Jy. 

'-y--i 

l ... VOYAGE TO THE 

we had 1i~:ct variabI::, airs. Great nun-:bers of \v1'ales were {een 
u 

: n', .12. "-'P'" (;;,--. ' ) l",'_'L- '~l.:-ticula!·ly towards the land. Our J.~1 ",_,.nOll ( •.•. J u,. '- LJ ~O •• 

m;~i-:~;;._n "L'_u,[c gJ.ve 59 d~:;. +8 min. Nurt:1 latitude. Cal)C 
Hinchinbroc~::; b::;;.:; i,Torch 6 5 d:~;. \'I.::ft, about twelve leagues 

dilhnt, and the Sou.th Wei1: point of rv1ont~gue Hland South 63 
deg. 'vVdL 

At C:VC:1 in the Zlf~eL-:o::m we faw Kaye's Hland, which bore 
lJol,th 40 d,:;~. Klll; we ftill had light airs, with intervening 

calms. Our latitude on the 16th, at noon, \'l23 59 deg. 28 min. 
North; and the longitude !45 deg. 20 min. Weft. Kaye's Hland 
bore North 12.deg. Eafl:. \,'e had foundings from fifty to eighty 
fathom water, over a r~',llid:r bottom. In the evening, the wind 
fhifting to the ~:::c1ft\';:mI, we tacked at ten o'clock, and ftretched to 
the ~; )uthv; ard dming the night. \Ye founded at midnight, with 

a lin;:: of 140 fathom, but found no bottom. 

During the I 7th an~i 18th, 'sc had light variable winds, with 
intervening calms; th~ weather tolerably fine. In the afternoon 
of the 18th, \ve faw Mount St. Elias, which at eight o'clock bore 
l\J orth 29 deg. Eaft:; and the South point of Kaye's li1and Weft. 

In the afternoon of the 19th a ftrong breeze came on at Eaft 
:0; crth Eaft, and a l-..eavy [vvell fet in from the Southward. This 
occ2.iloned us to double-reef the top-fails.; but towards evening, 
the weather :;~'cw moder(lt'-:: . 

. -;")" = r,-"e>r ,- 1'_, -of- f h 1 h d l' h b fR' . . 
.L il'_ ::," ,-c_,eh L)3.L LOt e 20t 1, we a Ig it a mg wInds, with 

frequent c2-h;.:;; our latitude at noon was 59 deg. 9 min. North; 
and OUi' longitu.::e I43 deg. 34 min. Weft. Mount St, Elias bon; 
" T , - '-1 b 1-? ~ '"" ~..'; '1"" • L-"'ULl Y ~C,"L. _j,L elgL1t 0 coc.:'~ IE tile evemng, a breeze luckily 

fprung 
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fpnm; up [from the \\Tei1:ward, attended w:th clear weather, vlhic\ 
enabled us c',.:: e,l;} to f,and in for tl:e coail:, which in this lituatioll ,-' 

trends nearly Eaft a!ld \?'"T eit. 

TIl':: \"!C:lthC:i' in t~lf' f~l·ei'lc.·'J':l of the 21:f1 was thick and hazy; 

the 'Ivied Hill b10\71:1'--, 'l mcdera'Lt vVe1l:erly breeze. Our obferva

tio:'l at noon gave 59 ~h:;. 2 I min. North latitude; and lon~:itude 

141 deg. 34 min. Vvefc. At eight in the evening we h~uk,J our 
w:nd to the Northward, on :eeing a low point of land, Wllic:l bore 

North 40 deg. Eall; and the extremes of the land in fight bore; 
froll! North 32 deg. V"T e:f1, to North 76 deg. EaCc, about four miles 

diftant. It not being prudent to ihod f'Jr the i110re during the 

night, at nine o'clock we tacl:ed, and ftret-ched to the SouthwarcL 

On founding, we h"J iixty fldlom water, over a muddy bottom. 

Early in the morning of the 22d, we tacked J.j~d ftoad to the 
N orthwar:l, but unfortunately had light variable air~, and tblclc 
10" 7'J V'''' };,'- "". l'()"'r'ver at 1'; 'le o'clock we [lW land bpa',.!O" 'i'Oll' .Ii..l \.-'.. '-I } 'I '_ I... ~ "- _ ~ J..., 1. ,I _ , .- - , .. \.. -- J..... . b L - Jt. 

North \"Vel'c by N.)~·th to ~,;t d:)i';:h E2n~; and tL~i'e being C:'v'e:-y 

f ., C . r 1 • 1 ,. 
appe::E:1n::~ 0 an jTc':t, aptalll l.J1xon liet~','nl:1e, to e::::t·l:me Jt) 

as tly;r(; ",'h',S a pro:J3.o1iity of finding inhalJltants, and confequeIE!Y . 

fome tLd~ 1';'];.;ht c,.:: expecteJ. 

L;r;i:t .airs, and intervening c[L"";:~s the 'vvhole day, prevented',U.1l 
o L 

.,. J.-," 1 1 ' " , " . J • 1 
gct~ll;; 111, 7/J.tn tHe l:~nu; t~.e wea~l1er at t:1C Lllnt tlme D~ll1g 111,(" 

and ll",Z';. \/;7 e ],ad .cuI,mainr_'s hUlll )L;.::ven::y to ei!!hty' fl'le f,L~LoiTl 
J -' a 

W;l(.1', ov.:r a muddy bottum. 

At half pa:1: two o'clock in the mnrninz of the :: :,d, a light 

b~:('7, iprill~;1'~4 up from the Ea/t',v9.rJ, ViC flood in fur the "Wl..fr

ei."llOll 'pOil'lt of larld, which "vas t~~'~'11 about fi,/,,:: miles diiL:nt. At 
fc:..',:' 
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four o'clock, being within two miles of {hore, we founded in forty.
two fathom water, over a bottom of foft mud. The morning 
provino- very thick and hazy, at fix o'clock the whale-boat was _ b 

hoiiled out) and Mr. Turner, our Second Mate, rent into a bay, 
which bore N orth North Eail, to look for anchoring ground. 
Soon after the boat was gone, we perceived a fingle canoe with one 
perron in her, who feemed to be fifning at the entrance of the bay. 
\Ve were greatly elated with this fight, as there was now a certainty 
of finding inhabitants in the adjacent harbour. 

At eight o'clock Mr. Turner returned, and reported that he had 
found an excellent harbour, and feen a number of inhabitants. 
The breeze dying away, our yawl was hoifl:ed out, and fent a-·head 
with the whale boat, in order to tow the veIfel into the bay; but 
by ten o'clock we found that all our towing was to no purpo[e, the 
tide running ftrongly againfl: us. On this we immediately began 
to warp up the bay, but this got us a-head very flowly, as we had 
fro111 forty-five to fifty fathom water, and as we advanced farther 
into the bay, our foundings increafed. 

The fituatioll Mr. Turner had pitched on for us to anchor in, 
was round a low point to the Northward, about three miles up the 
bay; but finding it impracticable to get there by day-light, though 
every pofIible exertion was made to effeCt it, we came to at eight 
o'clock, ",,-ith the [mall bov/er, in fixty-five fathom water, over a 
muddy bottom. 

Our proiiJeCts now feem to brighten. Thou mayefl: depend on 
having an account of our [uccefs at this place the earlieft oppor
tunity. Thine, &c. 

PORT r,[ur.GRA'"E, 1 
2.+th .May. S 

W. B. 

L E T-
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LET T E R XXXI. 

T HE extremes of the bay we came to anchor in, the evening 
of the 23dofMay, bore from WeLl: to North 42 deg. vVeft; 

and the point round which our intended harbouf lay, North 20 
deg. EaLl:; our diLl:ance from the fuore lefs than a mile. During 
the time we were warping into the bay, feveral canoes came along
fide us. We accoLl:ed the people with forne of the words in u[e 
amongfr the natives of Prince William's Sound, but they had not 
the leafr idea of their meaning: indeed it was pretty evident at 
firfr fight, that thefe people were a different nation, from the con
firuaion of their canoes) which were altogether of wood, neatly 
finifhed, and in ihape not very much unlike OUf whale-boats~ 

To the Southward of our prefent fituation was a narrow creek~ 
which appeared to lead a great difrance into the country, and 
widened as it advanced in fuore. 

Early in the morning of the 24th, we faw a number of the na
tives on the beach, near the en trance of this creek, making fignals 
for us to come on fuore: a [moke was alfo feen, which proceeded 
from behind [orne pines, at a [mall diil:ance round the point. On 
this Captain Dixon went in the wh<1le-boat to furv~y the place, 
thinking it probable, from thefe circumfiances, that the Indians 
chiefly refided here; and {houid there be convenient anchorage, the 
fituation would be a more eligible one than that found out by Mr. 
Turner. He found a number of inhabitants, and two or th; ee 
temporary huts j but the entrance into the creek was too _ {hallow 

to, 
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to admit our vefi~l; fo z.t eight o'cbd:, havin:;: 8. [refh Eailel'lI 
br:~c3c, we weighed <1nchor, and hez~-m to ply into the hJxbour to 
the Northward. At two o'clock v,e came to anchor in (;; ;;It fa

thom water, over a bottom of foft mud, within pii1:01 D10t of the 

[hore, and very near two large Indian hut~. 

We were now compleatly land-locked, being entirely furrounded 
by low flat ii1ands, where fcarcely any fi10W could be [een, and well 

:fheltered from any wind or weather whatever. 

The people [eemed very well pleafed at our arrival, and a number 
of them prefently camealong-ilde us. They foon unckritood what we 
wan~eJ, and an old man brought us eight or ten exc·.::Pent fea otter 
:fkins. This circumilance, together with our having as yet [een no 
h::ads, or other ornaments, or any iron im;)lements, gz..ve us reafon 
to conclude, that no tr21,~i ng party had ever been here, ;md con[e

quently t~Llt we fhould real) a plentiful harveft; qut our conjec
tures en this head were built on a fandy foundation; for 0:1 a fur ... 
ther acquaintance with our neighbours, they {hewed us plenty of 
be:lds, and the [arne kind of knives and fpears we had [een in Prince 

\Villiam's Sound; and as a melancholy proof that we only gle::tn
(.:'d after more fortunate traders, what furs they brought to LlI, 
~xclufive of the [n1:111 quantity jufc mentioned, wc:re of a very inC~
Iror K:rd. 

From the 25th of May to the Ilt of June, our trade \,l;--~S incoll
fiderable: \V~ were frequently vi:lted by the people who lived in 
the creek I juJ1 no',v {poke of, but they btl:)i's('(J~ to the Lme tribe 
7,.V1U1 our neig:1bou:s, and poifefied very few furs of any confe
quence. 

I have 
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I have already obferved, that we were furrounded by a number 
of fmall iflands; thefe forming various creeks and harbours, Cap
tain Dixon propofed furveying the whole, hoping that fo extenfive 
a. found as this appeared to be, contained a much greater number 
of inhabitants than we had hitherto feen; but as yet the weather 
had been fo thick and hazy, attended with confrant rain, that this 
defign was fruftrated. However, the morning of the 1ft of June 
proving tolerably clear, he went in the whale-boat at ten o'c1oc~ 
in order to examine the adjacent harbours, taking with him one of 
the Indians who had frequently been on board, and who was a tole
rably intelligent fellow, as a guide. 

At five in the afternoon, Captain Dixon returned from his fur
vey, which had by no means anfwered his expeCtations. He had 
found feveral huts fcattered here and there, in various parts of the 
found, but they were moftly inhabited by people whom we had 
already [een; and there was not a fingle frin of any value amongfi: 
them: indeed our fuccefs at this place fell greatly {hort of what 
we had reafon to expeCt, from its promifing fituation, and the fir1l 
appearance of inhabitants; but this poverty was not to be difco
vered on a fudden, for though the whole that we pm'chafed here 
confifted only of about fix teen good fea otter ik.ins, two fine cloaks 
of the earlefs marmot, a few racoons, and a parcel of very inferior 
pieces and flips of beaver, fufficicnt to fill one Jingle puncheon; yet 
it was not till the 3d of June, (ten days from the time of our com~ 
ing into the harbour) that vve found the natives fcanty frock of furs 
not only exhaufted, but that they had ftripped themfelves almoft 
naked, to fpin out their trade as far as pollible. This tedious de
lay was occafioned by the flow, deliberate manner in which thefe 
people conduct their traffic. Four or fix people come along-fide in 
a canoe, and wait perhaps an hOllI" before they gin· the leaf\: inti-

Y mation 
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mation of having any thing to fell; they then, by fignificant fhrugs 
and geCmres, hint at having brought fomethmg valuable to difpofe 
of, c:nG willi to fee whz.t will be given in excpange, even before 

their comr:10clity is expofed to view, for they are particularly care
ful in concealin;; every thing they bring to fell. Should this ma
no:;uvre not fucceed, after much d,:liberation, their cargo is pro
Duced, and generally CDll;lits of a few t!ifling pieces of old {ea otter 

{ki ns. and even then, a U;l1 fic:1 ei a de time is taken up before the 
bargain is cOricluded; fo t;~::t a whole day would frequently be 
fpcl1t in picking up a few trifles. Such, however, was our prefent 
iituation, in regard ~o tracie, that we patiently fubmitted to the 
tantabzi;;g r ,eti;od of thefe people, in hopes that Iomething better 
m:~L': pOil~Oly be brought us; but finding they were {hipped al
m,a naked, and not the moil diitant probability of any better fue

a{s, Captain Dixon determined to leave this place the firft oppor
tunity. 

I thall now endeavour to give thee fome account of this place, 
and its inhabitants. As there is good rea[on to fuppofe that we 

were the firit difcoverers of this harbour, Captain Dixon named it 
Port Mulgrave, in honour of the Ric',ht Honourable Lord Mul
grave. Our anchoring place is fituated in S9 deg. 32 min. North 
latitude, and q .. o deg. \Veft: IDngitude. How extenuve the found 
:s, I cannot fay; it contains a number of fmall low iilands, but at 
~ntervalso ... v!"len the fog cleared UI), we could difcern hio-h moun-

. b 

t amous land, to the Northward and vVeitward, at about ten 
:t':1gues diftant, entirely covered with fnow, and '.'I111Ch we judged 
to be part of the continent. Thefe iilancls, in common with the 
rC1{ of the COed:, are entirely covered wit;1 pines, of two or three 
-:1irf:rerlt fp(:cies, intermixed here and there with witch hazle and 
l/2.ri.)us kir::.Js of bruih-\vood. ' 

Shrubs 
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Shrubs of different forts appeared to be fpringing up, but their 
vegetation was not fufficiently advanced for us to diftinguiih what 
they were; yet the weather was tolerably mild) the mean of the 
thermometer being 46 deg. 

We found fome wild geefe and ducks here) and though not near 
fo numerous as at Montague H1and, yet they were more eafily come 
at. Captain Dixon frequently went on !hore, to take the diverfion 
.of !hooting, al1d feldom returned without fome game, which not 
only proved an excellent treat for us, but at the fame time gave the 
Indians fuch an idea of fire-arms, that t)'eir behaviour was per
fectly quiet and inoffenfive, and they never attempted to mo
left us. 

The number of inhabitants contained In the whole found, as 
near as I could calculate, amounted to about feventy, including 
women and children; they in general are about the middle fizt, 
their limbs ftraight and well {haped, but like the reft of the inha
bitants we have feen on the co aft, are particuhrly fond of painting 
their faces with a variety of colours, fo that it is no eafy matter to 
difcover their real complexion; however, we prevailed on one wo
man, by perfuafioll, and a trifling prefent, to wafh her face and 
hands, and the alteration it made in her appearance abfolutely fur
priCed us; her countenance had all the chearful glow of an Eng
lifh milk-maid; and the healthy red wnich flufhed her cheek, was 
even beautifully contrafted with the whitenefs of her neck; her eyes 
were black and fparkling; her eye-brows the fame colour, and 
moil: beautifully arched; her forehead fo remarkably clear, that 
the ,transfiucent veins were [een meandering even in their minuteit 
:branches---in ihort, !he was what would be reckoned handfome 
(even in England: but this fymmetry of features is entirely de-

ihoyed 
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place: where there halibut were caught, is in the offing round the 
point of land \V~: £1 r 11: made in the morning of the 23d of May. 
Our whIle-boat was one day fent with feven hands tc t~,is place, 
on a fi1Ling party; but their fucce[s was greatly inferior to that 
of /':c':; Indi3.1:s, \\ho were fifhing at the fame time, which :s rather 
e:·~traordi11ary, if we confider the apparent inferiority of their tackle 
to our's. Their hook is a large fimple piece of wood, the thank at 
leart half an inch in diameter; that part which turns up, and which 
forms an acute angle, is confiderably fmaller, and brought gradu
ally to a point: a flat piece of wood, about fix inches long, and 
11ear hvo inches wide, is neatly lafhed to the {hank, on the back of 
"which is rudely carved the reprefentation of an human face. 

leJn110t think that this was altogether defigned as an ornament 
to their hooks, but that it has fome religious allutlon, and pollibly 
is intended as a kind of Deity, to enfure their fuccefs in £1fhing, 
,vbich is conducted in a fingular manner. They bait their h00k 
with a kind of £1[h, called by the failors /quids, and having funk it 
to the bottom, they fix a bkdder to the end of the line as a buoy., 
and illOuld that not watch fufficiently, they add another. Their 
Jines are very {trong, being made of the finevvs or intertines of ani
mals. 

., 
'One man is pdficient to look after five or fix of thefe buoys 9 

S , 

when he perceives a fiJh bite, he is in no great hurry to haul up his 
line, but gives him time to be well hooked; and when he has haui .. 
ed the £1il1 up to the furface of the '" ater, he knocks him -on the 
head vyith a {hort club, F0v!ded for that purpofe, and afterwards 
fi:0'~vS his p~ize away at his leifure: this is done to prevent the 
hahbut (w l~lCh f?metimes are very large) from damaging, or pe"
haps upfettmg hIS canoe in their dying ftruggles. Thus were we 

2 ~~ 
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fairly lX:it at our cwn weapons) and the natives confiantly bring

ij;,~ us plenty of tllii, ,-:·ur boat was never fent on this bufinefs after

wcrds. 

Tk.:y dre[s their viauals hy pl~tting heated froncs into a kind' 

(1' wicker bafket, amongft pieces of fi1h, feal, po<'poife, &c. and co-

vered U l) dofe; fometimes they make broth and filb foup by the

fame method whi~h ~bey always preferred to boiling, thOllgh we 

g3.V;: them fome hra[s pans, and pointed out the mode of ufing 

t 11em. 

T!"le Indians are particularly fond of chewing a plant, which ap-
pea; 5 to be 8. fpecit's of tobacco.; not content, however, with cheTN~ 

ing it in its fimple fiatc, they generally mix lime along with it, 
and fO~1etimes the inner rind of the pine- tree, together vl'ith a 
rofinous fubitance extraCted from it. 

When we came into this harbour, on the 23d of May, our at--
tention was a good deal engaged by the fight of a number of white -
rails, on a level piece of ground, n·:)! ~lr from the creek which I 
have already obferved was fituated to the Southward of us. Thefl: 

rails were about a mile and lldif from the vcifel, and appeared, at 

that dif1:aEce, to be conlhu8:ed with [uch order and regularitYI " 
that we concluded -them beyond the reach of Indi.an contrivaw:e; 

and conieql1entiy that they \vere ereEted by fame civilized nation. 

Captain Dixon, \' :~li~I.~ to be fatis5ed i:1 this particubr, took, 
an opportunity ut gOl_lg to the fpot, ~i;d to his great [n!-~~rize, 

fou;~d it to be: a k lC1 ci hl[t'~~~ -place, if I may b~ all()',\',~d. 
to ulll that kl, '."1/ 1~C : droLl Lc. ';CS are Y1Jt dq)ol1t~d in the ':irth. 
The manner i11 v.hiL L die.: y <ill1 'o~-:' of their dead 1::, vcry remarJ.:aLle : 

they feparate the heaJ from the bOllY, and wrapping them il~ fm-~, 
+ h:", 
~.!,1'..:. 
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the head is put into a {quare box, the body in a kind of oblong 
cheft. 1\t each end of the cheft which contains the body, a thick 
pole, about ten feet long, is drove into the earth in a Danting po
fi.tian, fo that the upper ends meet together, and are very firmly 
lafhed with a Lind of rope prepared for the purpofe. 

About two feet from the top of this arch, a finall piece of tim~ 
ber goes acrofs, and is very neatly fitted to each pole: on this piece 
of timber the box which contains the head is fixed, and very ftrongly 
fecured with rope; the ~ox is frequently decorated with two or 
three rows of fmall D1ells, and iDmetimes teeth, which are let into 
the wood with great neatnefs and ingenuity; and as an additional 
ornament, is painted with a variety of colours; but the poles are 
uniformly painted white. Sometimes thefe poles are fixed upright 
in the earth, and on each fide the body, but the head is always fe
.cured in the pofition already defcribed. 

What ceremony is ufed by thefe people, in depofiting their dead 
in this manner, we never could learn, as nothing of the kind hap-
pened during our fray in the harbour. 

Befides the fkins I have mentioned already, we purchafed a few 
bears, and Come land beaver; but I rather think, that the marmot 
cloaks were procured by thefe people from fome neighbouring 
;ribe. 

Toes were the article of trade held in the firil:: eftimation here 
and next to thefe, pewter barons were befr liked. 

, 

Beads ferved to purchafe pieces of frins that were of little value. 
but the deep blue, and {mal1 green, were the only forts that would 

I be' 



NOR T H - WE S Teo A S T 0 F A 1\1 E RIC A, 

be taken in barter: indeed our traffic at this place was fo very Cilc~ 
cumfcribed, that there was not the leaf!: occaGon to fhew the people 
any great variety of articles, as it only ferved to diftracr them in 
their choice, and made their flow method of trading frill more te
dious. 

I have now given thee fuch an account of this place, and its inha~ 
bitants, as my obfervations from time to time furnifhed me with: 
thou art not to expect them methodical, or well digefied; hovvever, 
the perufal may ferve thee fDr a momentary amufement, and I per
haps may have an opportunity of adding a kind of fupplement pre
vious to our leaving the coaft. We are now getting ready for [ea. 
Adieu. 

VV. B. 
PORT MULGRAVE, 1. 

3d June. J 

LETTER XXXII. 

T HERE being no farther profpeCl:of2,ny tr~de in PortlVlul= 
grave, Capt2in Dixon determined to leave l"t the £1r11: oppor~ 

tunity; and a breeze at South Eail fpringing up at four o'clock i;1, 

the morning of the 4th of June, we carried a fmall anchor a-head, 
and warped out of the harbour. At eight we made fail, and Hood 
out of the found. At noon, the South point of the entr::nce into 
Port MulO'rave bore South Eaft, and the North point North 85 

b 

deg. Weft; the Southern bluff about five mlles cL.:.mL 
Z During 
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fJrii'g this afternoon, ~ol the whole of the 5th, we' had li;;h' 

\'~:i~~L~1;: ., il:ds, WiJl caIrns by turns. 

h, t1le l11o~·ni:·ls of tlle 6th, tllC land in fight bore from Norci" 
7S dc'Z. \Vc,~,~, to North 50 deg. Eait; and the Weft point of tl1C:: 
b':T ','fe had left North 10 deg. \\T d}, about five leagues difbnt. 
0:11' cl:<:r':dirll ;,t 11c;on :;~l\T 59 deg. 13 min. l'\o1'th latitud.:; and 
the lO~lgltudc \c,as 140 l~eg. 40 min. Weft. A freDl Eafierly breeze 
now [iii'.ln h 'lP, ~nj Lhe clay being tolerably clear, at four o'clock 
i:1 t L a~tern()0'1, we i~w! 1\IOUl1t St. Elias, which bore North Weft 
th;:c.:: q~1C:rters Ncrth, more than 20 leagues difiant. 

From the 7th to >-11-.' 9th, the wind kept to the Eai1ward, with 
wet, hazy \veClther, during which time we plied to the Southward, 
and confeque!ltly {hetched farther from the land than we could 
have .,yj f1::.ed; the cGail: in this part trending nearly from Eaft 
South E:Jl: to 'V eft North Weft. Our obfervation at noon, on 
the 8th, gave S7 deg. 59 min. North latitude; and 141 deg. 25 
min. Weft 1011gitude. 

At one o'clock in the morning of the loth, the wind ihifted to 
',C mh \,r;r efr, wh;c:h enabled us to ftand in for the coaft, to our 

great fatisfachon. Our meridian altitude at noon gave 56 deg. 
49 min. North latitude i and the longitude 140 deg. I I min. 
"I.V eft 0 

During the remainder of the day, and the whole of the 11th, 
v:e had a freili breeze [rom the Weftward, and kept ftanding for 
the coaft, which, however, we could not fee at any confiderable dif
i-~:U1ce, the forenoon being thick and hazy. OUf latitude at noon, 

::7 (.leg. 13 min. North ,; longitude 136 deg. 26 min. Weft. At 

I h~f 
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half paft two in the afternoon, we L.1W land, bearing from \Vea 
North Weft to Eat! South Eaft, about four miles diH:ant. The 
Southermofc point of land appeared to be Cape Edgecombe, which 
we flood in fOf, and pref:ntlj found vre were not r~liJ~:;)_kc,~" At 
r. " -, 1 b 1\T 1 - J 1 '[~T --, -, ,. '"\ f llX .J C'~U',E tae cape ore nort ll\ort 1 ~'\ tic, an:; our d.llc8j~Ce rom 

:fhore about a mile. \Ve now opened a very large and extenfive 
bay, which had every appearance of an excellent harbour. About 
a mile to the Southward of the cape is a fmall ii.land, and we fleered 
right for the paffage betwixt that and the cape; but at {even 
o'clock, feeing a quantity of rock-weed right a-head, Captain 

Dixon judged it prudent to haul off i110re to the Southvvard, during 
the night. 

At one o'clock in the morning of the 12th, \ye tacked, and frood 
in for the bay, leaving the fmall ifiand j tlJ~ mentioned to the Weft
ward, with a light breeze from North Weft by Weft. At four 
o'clock our whale-boat was hoifted out, and fent a-head to found. 
About fix o'clock we faw a large boat full of people, at a very con
fiderable difcance out at fea, making towards us as fcere a::; puiIlble; 
{he hoi{icd fomething which had the app~arance of a \'ihite: flag, 
but vve could not diftingui!h, with the help of our glaffes, \vhat 
nation {he belonged to; and various were our conjectures on this 
head. Some of us judged them to be Ruffians; and others thought 
they poffibly might be Spaniards, who had been left here ever fince 
the year 1775, at which time two Spaniin nJlds were at anchor 
near this place; or that they bdonged to rome {hip, which pro

bably lay here at prefent: however, as they came nearer, we per
ceived it to be an Indian canoe, and on their coming up w'ith us, 
we had the pleafure to find, tha-t they belonged to the found we 

,were i1:eering for. They had [een our ",dId the preceding evening, 
and 

1787. 
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) 787. and on our [tanding ont to fea, had followed us, but loft fight of 

~ the {hip during the night. 

Soon after fix o'clock, the breeze dying away, our whale-boat 
came on board, the yawl was boified out, and both boats fent 
a-head, in order to tow the veliel into t~le bay. During this time, 
we bought a few furs of trifling value, from our new acquain
tance; and they gave us to underfland, that we fhould find a 
nU,11ber of inhabitants, and plenty of furs, in the adja(ent har
bour. This piece of intelligence, though not abfolntely to be de
pended on, elated us not a little. What we had taken for a white 
flag, on our firil: feeing the canoe, was a tuft of white feathers 
y .. <lich they had hoifred at the top of a long pole, and which I un
dei-Jl:and to be an emblem of peace and friendfhip. At ten o'clock 
".,yc; faw a bay to the Northward, which appeared to be well {hel': 

tered from the wind; and a breeze [pringing up, we flood right in 
for it. Mr. Turner was rent in the whale-boat up the found, to 
look for a harbour; and Mr. White, our Third Mate, was fent in 
the yawl, into the bay a-head, in order to examine the foundings. 
Soon aftr:r eleven o'clock Mr. White returned, and reported, that 
the bay appeared to be an excellent rlace for the veffel to lay in, 
there being good anchorage from eight to twelve fathom water, 
over a fandy bottom. 

After making a few {hort boards, \ve came to anchor at twelve 
o'clock, in eight fathom \vater, over a fandy bottom; the extremes 
of the land forming the bay to the Northward, bore from South 3 
deg. Weft to North 3 deg. Eafi; the point of land to the South 
Eaf1-, South Eafl: by South; about three quarters of a mile diftant 
from fhore. The harbour to the Southward, and South Eafl by 
Eafi, is well fheltered by great quantities of rock-weed. 

About 
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About four in the afternoon, Mr. Turner returned from his 
furvey in the whale-boat: he had found feveral harbours well ihel
tered from any wind, but the bottom in general rocky; fo that 
Captain Dixon determined to keep his prefent fituation, as it ap
peared yvell ihelteled from bad weather, and convenient for the in
habitants to vifit us. 

Whilft NIr. Turner was out in the whale-boat, he faw a large 
cave, formed by nature in the fide of a mountain, about four miles 
to the Northward of our anchoring birth: clUloiity prompted him 
to go on D10re, in order to examine it, as there appeared fomething 
which, at a diftance, looked bright and fpark;ing. On getting 
into the cave, he found the objeec which attraCted his attention to 
be a fquare box, with a human head in it, depofited in the manner 
already defcribed at Port Mulgrave; the box was very beautifully 
ornamented with fmall fuells, and feemed to have been left there 
very recently, being the only one in the place. This circumftance 
feems to {hew, that the natives of this place difpore of their dead in 
the fame manner as at Port Mulgrave, but probably make choice of 
caves for that put'pofe, in preference to the open air. 

At day-light in the morning of the 13th, we had a number of 
-canoes full of inhabitants along-fide; after a confiderable time 
[pent in finging, a pretty brill:: trade commenced, and we bought 
a nurllber of excellent otter :!kins; the people feel11cd far more 
lively and alert than thofe we had left at Fort Mulgrave; and from 
every appearance, we had reafon to expect an excellent trade at 

this place. 

From this to the 16th, our trade went brif1dy forward, but af
terwards it began to decline, and fevered of t11::: Indians left us, in 
()rder to bring a further fupply of fkins from their neighbours. 

T()c'~' 
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. Toes 0.re l:L~ article of traffic held in the firfi: eitimation at this 
place; but they aLnys refufed fmall ones, wanting them in gene
ral from eisht to fourteen inches long. Befides thefe, we traded 
.with pc\vter barons, hatchets, howels, buckles, rings, &c. Of thefe 
. the b1C::)l1S \\"crc L ell: liked; for though the hatchets and howels 
were obviouOy the moil: ufeful tools thefe people could poffibly 
have, yet they vvcrc only taken in exchange for furs of inferior va
lue. ·Beads of every fort were conil:antly refufed with contempt, 
when offered by way of barter, and would fcarcely be accepted as 
pre1tnts. 

In the enning of the 16th, a frefh gale of wind came on from 
,the Southward, which cau{ed a very heavy fea to fet into the bay. 
\\~e were preparing to ftrike the top~mafts, when fortunately, about 
~lliclnight, the weather moderated. This circumil:ance, however, 
ferved to {hew us, that the bay was not fo fecurely {heltered from 
bad weather as we at Bril: imagined, 

From the 17th to the 2 If!, our trade gradually fell off; and to
wards the lall, they brought us fcarcely any thing but rubbifh, be
ing pieces of old cloaths nearly wore out; however, we had no rea
fon to complain of their backwardnefs in parting with what little 
trade they had left; their conduCt in this particular being quite 
the reverfe to that of our old friends in Port Mulgrave. 

Amongfi: the people who came to trade with us, was an old 
man, who feemed remarkably intelligent: he gave us to under
ftand, that a good while ago there had been two veffels at anchor 
near this place, one of which was confiderably larger than our's; 
that they c~rried a great number of guns, and that the people re
fembled us 111 colour and drefs. He {hewed us a white {hirt they 

had 
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had given him, and which L: feemed to rCZlnl as a great cl1riofity : 

on ex lminirg it, we found it made after tile Spanifh faIhion, and 

inlmecli::tdy judged thefe vefLls defcrib·oll by this Indian to be the 

Spaniards who (as r have already related) were on this coaft in the 
year 1775. 

In the Journal 0: the SpaniJ11 Voyage, publi{hecl by the Honou
rable Daines Barrington, the Spaniards arc f8_] -1. to have anchored 

in 57 deg. 18 min. l'\o1'th latitude: we now lay in 57 deg. 3 nl,n. 

North latitude; and the old man, when defcribing the fituation of 

the above {hips, always pointed up the found, to the N ortliw:J.rd, 

which helped to confirm us in our opinion, that the pL')f~e defcrib
ed by him mull: have been the Spaniards. Should this conjeCture 

be right, it fufficiently proves, that this place is feldom vifited by 
Europeans; for in t:l:J.t cafc, a variety of {hips would have l'Cllder

ed the acconnts of our Ee,y acquaintance confufed and imperfeC1 ; 

on the contrary, his remarks were always clear and pertment, a11c1 

uniformly tended to defcribe the fame objeEl:. 

During this time, though trade principally engaged our atten

tion, yet a number of fubordinate, though neceffary cmploymel1l:s, 

were carried on; parties were frequently fent on fhore, fome to cut 

fire-wood, others to fill up our water, and the C:llF'~iAters cut a 
{pare top-mai1:, 2.nd feveral fpars, for various purpofcs, The "va
ter was procured fLom a fmall river round a point of land, at the 
diftance of a mile from the ihip. 

At firJl, the natives behaved civilly enough, and fuffered our 

people to follow their various employments unmoleft-:d; bi,lt L,cy 

[rjon grew very troublefome, and attempted to 1=ick theif pockets j 

a.-ld even to fteal their [aws and axes in the moft open, daring 
manner ;, 
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manner; indeed they could fcarcely be reihained from thefe pro
ceedings without violence; but this it was neither our intere11: or 
inclination to offer, if it could pollibly be avoided. Our people 
were never fent on {hore-without being well armed; and luckily, 
the fight of a few mufquets kept them in a kind of awe, as they had 
frequently feen Captain Dixon ilioot birds, which had given them 
an idea of the fatal effects of fire-arms; fo that our bufine[s on 
i1lOre wa;) com pleated without coming to an open quarrel with 
thefe people 

In my ncxt-I may, perhaps, give thee fome further account of 
this place, which Captain Dixon diftinguiilied by the name of Nor
folk Sound, in honour of his Grace the Duke of Norfolk; and I 
fincerely wifh, that what little I have already faid, refpeCting 
onr fuccefs, may give thee half the plea[ure it has given to thine 
afIllredlYJ 

W. B. 
:NORFOLK SOUND, 1 

22dJl1ne. 5 

LETTER XXXI II. 

N o RF 0 L K Sound, at leail: that part where we lay at a114 

chor, is fituated in 57 deg. 3 min. Nonh::--![itude; and 135 
deg. 36 min. Weft longimde. In that fitudtion, ~vlount Er:2e-

Ll 

comb::- bOle from us 'Veft by South, a very few miles difl:ant. It 
js a very exteniive place, bUi: how far it ftretches to the Northward, 
J Ci.llnot fay; though I have no doubt of there being a paffage 

2 through 
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through tothe Bay of !Jlands, which, thou mayea remember, we look

ed for in vain to the Weftward of Cape Edgecombe, when on the 

coafr laft year. Had the wind permitted us, to have looked round 

the South Eaa point of the cape, agreeable to our intention in the 

morning of the 15th of September laft, V'le without doubt ibould 

h~we found cur prefent harbour. During the greatefl:: part of the 

time we h,y here, the v'.'cather was Fetty moderate, the mean of the 

thermometer 48 deg. the wind generally light, and varying from· 

South E:le~ to South \Veft, 

Tile [i},::,,:'e here, in common with the refi of the coai1, ac,c~1;lcis 

'with pillc?s; there is alia greater quantities of the witch h<lzle her!;;', 

than we had hitherto met with. We found various kinds of flow

ering trees and ihrubs~ amongft which were wild goofeberries, CUf-

1';:<nts, and rallierries; wild padley is found here jn gredt plenty; 

we picked great quantities of it, and it eats excellently, either as a 

fallad, or boiled amongil: roup. The h'1ranne, or wild lilly-root, 

grows here in great plenty and perfcEtion. 

There are very few vvild g~c[.; Of ducks leen hl?rc;,J.l1d thofe ih \C 

and difficult of approach. Captain Dixon, 2S I before obfervcd, 

was frequently on (hare with his fowli:1g-r:ecC; but he ihGt allY 
thina that came in his way indifcrirl1i~!.:~>.h, i~I,;s chi,:;: moti"''; be ;'1'2' 

b J ~-' 

rather to ihew the Indians the dTeEts of Dre- Clrm~~, l2'2n to PUrllli:' 
game; and. the event i11ewed that his intent::)l; ,,';,18 compleatly <1n

fwered, 

The inhabitants frequently cught L3libnt) 2.ncI \'.'c faw LUi:;(': 

quantities of [almon frcquen::ly (H;n;:; up en {~;ure to dry, Gut thl-Y 
were not very willing to ,;.dl it, which i!~e"YS) that Lfh is a prieci

pal and favourite \<1rt~:le of fOAl here: ',ie ir_dc.~({ purcl:,;1;~~d a fnv 
A a L-.Lnuli, 
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falmon, but they were of a very inferior kind to thofc \Vc met with 
in Cook's Rinr. Fifh, however, being the only frefh provifion in 
our power to obtain, our whale-boat vvas frequently fent out with 
fix hands to catch fifh for the ihip's company; they were always 
tolerably lucce[sful, catching great r:umbers of fine rock-£ii~1, and 

fome hah.e, but very few halibut. 

\Vhethcr the method of fiD1ing here is the fame with that at 
Port M111grave

J 
I cannot fay, as we never had an opportunity of 

feeing them at that employment. There are great quantities of 
mufcles in fome parts of the found, together with a few crabs, 
fiar-fifh, S':c. 

I endeavoured to make a calculation of the number of inhabi
tants who refide in the found, and its environs; the greatefi: num
b':r I ever fa\v about the ihip at one time, was 175, including wo
men and children. Were I to efiimate thefe at half the number who 
live here, it would perhaps not be far from the truth; but fllP
poung an allowance to be made for the aged and infirm, and for 
thole who were abfent, engaged in hunting, fifhing, &c. I think 
450 people will be the whole of the natives found here, takii1g the 
computation in its utmoil: extent, and including men, women, and 
children. 

Thefe people in their make, D18.pe, and features, are pretty l~1UCh 
t~le fame with tho{e we {aw.in Port Mulgrave; their faces are a1[0 
painted with a variety of colours; the women, too, ornament, or 
rather cliftort rheir lips in the fame manner as I have already de
icribed; and it D10uld {eem, that tne female who is ornamented 
\"lith the largeft piece of wood, is generally moil: refpected by her 
friends, and by the community in genet al. 

This 
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This curious operation of cutting the under lip of the females, 
never takes place during their infancy, but from every obfervation 
I was able to make, feems confined to a peculiar period of life. 
When the girls arrive to the age of fourteen or fifteen, the center 
of the under lip, in the thick part near the mouth, is :limply perfo
rated, and a piece of copper wire introduced to prevent the aper
ture from clofing; t~le aperture afterwards is lengthened, from time 
to time, in a line parallel with the mouth, and the wooden orna
ments are enlarged in proportion, till they are frequently increafed 
to three, or even four inches in length, and nearly as ,vide, but this 
generally happens, when the matron is advanced in years, and C011-

fequently the mufcles are relaxed; fo that pollibly old age may 
obtain greater refpect than this very :lingular ornament, 

The manners and difpofition of the people here, approach nearer 
to thofe in Cook's River, and Prince William's Sound, than our 
friends in Port Mulgrave; but this may, perhaps, in rome mea
fure, be accounted for from their enlarged fociety, and their con

ftant intercourfe with each other. 

Their traffic, and indeed all their concerns, fo far as fell under 
my obfervation, appear to be conduCted with great order and regu
larity; they conil:antly c:;q:ne along-fide to trade with us at day
light in the morning, and never failed to {pend m--::\re them half an 
hour in fin6~ng before the traffic commenced. The Chief of the 
tribe has always the entire management of all the trade belonging 
to his people, and takes infinite pains to difpofe ui' their furs ad~ 

vantageoufly" 

Should a different tribe come along-fide to trade, whiH~ he is 
tracting, they wait with patience till he has done, and if in tbeir 

A a 2 op 11110 11 , 
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opiniolJ he has made a good mm'ket, they frequently employ hil-r 
to fell tl:cir ikin::;: [ometi:l1cS, indeed, they are extremely je::llous cf 

each other, and uie every precaution to prevent their neighbours 

from obferving wh2.t 8.n~des they obtain in exchange for their 

(ummodities. 

Abmlt ~\'.'(,::\-C o'c2ocL thq ctmibntIy left the {hlp, and vvent on 

!Lore, where th;~y ihid about an hour, which time, as we had fre

,]uent opportunities l,f obfcrving, WJS taken up in eating. This 
2vidently £hews, that they have at lea11: one jz':ad meal in the day, 

and that it is regulated by the fun. They likewife frequently left 

us about four in the afternoon; but this time was not fo exactly 

obferved as at noon. Towards the evening we in general had far 

the grc:ttef1 numbe.r of viilt::;r:ts; but by this time the trade of tht 

day was pretty \vell over, and numbers came only by way of relax

ation, after the fatigc\c of their various employments, though 

il'metimes we had excellent ikins brought us in the evening, by 

traders who had been out during the day amongfr their neighbours 

in the ~dj2cen~ harbours. 

It was one fine e/ening, -when we yvere furrounded both by tra .. 

del'S and people brought by curiofity, that I counted 175 people, as 

I have before obferved; and I :liTl pretty confident, that the C011-

cluuon I drew from that eitimate, will be the extreme number of 

-inhabitants living in this found. 

When the traffic of the day is pretty well over, tI-:..r::y begin to fing, 
and never k1'.'e off till the al)proach of nirrht· th'lS beo-innino- and b , ~ .::> 0 

ending the day in the [arne manner. 
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One peculiar cuftom I took notice of herc,which as yet ',':e bad 

Lee:} ftrangers to. The moment a Chief has concluck'd a bargain, he 

repeats the word Coocoo thrice, with qUiC:Jld:::, and is irnmecE2tely 
an[wered by all the people in his canoe vvith the word 11/hoab, pro
nounced in a tone of excbmation, but with ~:trcater or lefs ener£"v 

o o",:Il 

in proportion as the bargain he has made is approved of. 

The deaths 'NOle univerfa11y on the coaft are made of i1::1l1s 
fewed together in various forms, and which I will endeavour to 

defcribe more particularly by and bye; I juft mention them now

from a remarkable circumi1:ance. One of the Chiefs who came to 

trade with us, happening one day to c\il: his eyes on a piece of 

Sand"wich H1and cloth, which hung up in the ihrouds to dry, be~ 

came very importunate to have it given him. The man to whom. 

the cloth belonged, parted with it very willingly, and the Indian 

was perfectly overjDyed with his prefent. After felling what furs 

he had brought with great difpatch, he immediately left us, and 
paddled on i110re, without favouring us with a parting fong, as is 

generally the cui1::om. Soon after day-ligh~ the next mornil~g, CiJf 

friend appeared along-flde, dre:ffed in a coat made of the Sandwich 

Iibnd cloth given him the day before, and cu'~ eX:1EU~' in hif' form 

of their ikin-coats, which greatly refelJ.1ble a W2.gb'~'ncr's Lock, c:
cept the collar and wtil1-b:1nds. T;.:: Indian w::;::; more proud of 

his new acquired drcfs than ever London be1u \Y;:,S cf a j)ir~~}<-c12 J 
fuit, and we V.'C1C 2;1'e:1t1y plc:aft'd with tbis prcA of tl people's 

ingenuity and difpatch 5 the cC1t fitted '2xceedingly vyell; lhe fean:s 

were fe"wed with all the f.:rellgi:h the cloth would admit (·L 2.:v1. \",rith 
, f r 1 t t1 t f Ie "1 '- , :1 cegree 0 neatne~s ...:~Fla 0 1a 0 - an r',i1;':;L~!.:1 manI.Ua-lil~,LCL 

I vvas one day endea-\-onring to get the rnC~"li~bg of rome words ill 
their hn£"uage frc'Til. one of the . [8;. :md on pointin:::, t') the .sur;) 

w . h~ 

I ;'?;r~ 
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he took great pains to make me underftand, that notwithfl:anding 
our apparent fuperiority in poireiling various ufeful articles, which 
they did not, yet that our origin. was the fame with their's, that 
they came from above as well as we, and that the Sun animated 
and kept alive every creature in the univerfe. Thefe notions of 
the Chief immediately brought to my recolleCtion thofe beautiful 
lines of Pope, in his Effay on Man. 

" Lo! the poor Indian whofe untutor'd mind, 

" SlOes God in c!ouds, or hears him in the wind, 

" His foul, proud fcience never taught to £'cray, 

" Far as the folar walk or milky way, 
" Yet fimple nature to his hope has giv'n 

" Behind the cloud-topt hill :lI1 humble Heav'n; 

" Some fafer world in depth of woods embrac'd, 

" Some happier ilhnd in the watry wafie, 
" \Vhere f1aves once more their native land behold, 
" No fiends torment, no ChriHians thirfl: for gold. 

" To be, contents his natural deiire, 

" Heafks no angel's win:;-, no feraph's fire, 
" But thinks admitted to that equal fry, 
" His faith{ill dog {ball bear him company." 

The Indians here alluded to by Pop~, are undoubtedly thofe of 
South America; yet many of thefe lines are applicable to the peo
ple on thi); fide of the continent. The man I have juft been fpeaking 
of had, no doubt, fome idea of a Supreme Being; and if we admit 
the probability of their morning and evening fongs being intended 
as ~ kind of adoration to that Supreme Being, it will ferve to give 
us no very inadequate idea of their religion. 

The canoes here are coni1:ruEted in much the fame manner as 
thofe at Port lVlulgrave; but the large ones are finiDled in a more 

com~-



NOR T H - WE S Teo A .. S T () F A 1\1 ERr C A. 

compleat and workman-like manner, and hold fr'vlTI fixteen to 
twenty people. 

Beudes their ordinary dre[s, the natives at this pL .~' h2-lC a pecu
liar kind of cloaks made purpofely to defend tl~!:m L'om the incle
mency of the weather. I had no opportunity of ~::lmll1lng them 
minutely, but they appear to be made of reeds fewed very dofely 
together, and I was told by one of our gentlemen who was with 
Captain Cook during his 1aft Voyage, that they are exactly the fame 
with thofe "yore by the inhabitants of New Zealand. 

In regard to the language here, I have [orne reafon to think it is 
nearly the fame with that at Port Mulgrave; however, as it may 
perhaps be in my power to obtain fome further information re
fpect-ing this article before we leave the coaft, I will re[ume the fub
jeEt at a future opportunity. 

I have already mentioned, that our trade feemed nearly over by 
the 21 it June, and we perceived on the 22d the natives were ftrip
ped of every thing worth carrying away, fo that it was determined 
to leave this place the firft fair wind. 

Our fucce[s at this place, if it di.::l not anfwer our moft fanguine 
expectations, \;V~s neverthelefs by far the moil: encouraging we had 
hitherto met with. \Ve purchafed about two hundred excellent 
fea otter ikins, a good Itfuantity of inferior pieces of rea otter, to
gether with a large parcel of indifferent pieces and Dips; about one 
hundred good [eals, and a great number of fine beaver tails. 

The various ,articles u[ed by us in barter, I have already fpeci
fied; as alfo the different degrees of efiimation they are held in i 

Iron, 
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iron, however, may jufily be reckoned the ftaple commodity, ever'! 
thing eIfe depending, in a great mea[ure, on fancy and caprice. 
Seals and beaver tails we brought to a regular ftandard price, a 
ring being uniformly given for a tailor a feal-frin; fo that that 
part of our traffic \vas quickly difpatched. 

We now wait only for a f:tir wind to carry us from this place. 
Flufhed with our late fucce[s, we are willing to hope, that the coaft 
will yet afFord us things of far greater confequence. Be this as it 
may, thou mayefi: expect at every opportunity to hear from thine 
ever, 

\V. B. 
NORFOLK SOUND, 1 

2+th}.me. 5 

LET T E R XXXIV. 

E ARL y i~ th: morning of the 23d of June, a light \Veil:erIy 
breeze fpnngmg up, vIe unmoored, and at fix o'clock weighed 

:mchor, and D1::c!e fail. On getu:"lJ; m our {mall bower, we found 
about twenty fathc::1 of the cable ;:u;:' by t~1e rocks, and being unfit 
fOl' f'er";~"l 'LL "'a c conl1~""1'--l·1 ~ " ......... ...." 'fV J oJ....l 4\,. .... _ ... 1 '" • 

At:"lOOl1, C21)::Edgco:J.1beboreKorth 65 deg. \Veil:, about three 
miles diftaflt from more, and our meridian altitude gave 56 deg. 
43 min. North :~t~tude, Captain Dixon's intention was to keep 

well 
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NORTH-WEST COAST OF AMERICA.-

well in with the land all along the coaft, in order to examine every 
place where there was a probability of finding inhabitants. In the 
afternoon the breeze frefuened, and at fix o'clock we faw a fine en
trance, bearing Eaft North Eaft, on which we fhortened fail, and 
ftood in for it. On our approaching nearer in with the land, the 
channel a-head had the appearance of a river from the North; but 
the tide fetting ftrongly out of it, and the wind fhifting to the 
Northward, we ftood into a fine harbour, which now opened to 
the South Eaft. At the entrance we had foundings from fifty to 
fixty fathom water, over a rocky bottom; but as we advanced far
ther in, the foundings ldfened to twenty-one fathom, with mud~ 
on which we came to an anchor, being compleatly land-locked, and 
within mufquet ihot of the fuore, both to the Southward and 
Northward. 

Though this appeared a moil eligihle fpot for the natives t,~ take; 
up their abode in, yet no people were to be [een. On this, a fcur 
pounder was fired in the evening, in order to excite the curioiity of 
the inhabitants, if there fhould be any within hearing. 

The morning of the 24th was very fine, but no Indians to be 
[een, on which the whale- boat was hojfted out, and Captain Dixon 
went in her to look for inhabitants, in the adjacent creeks and har
bours. A pafEige up a corner of the bay, to the Eaf1ward of OlIr 

ftation, was the place which fir.:'.: (;l1gaged his attention: he re
turned from thence about tV/ehre o'clock> but without [uccefs. 
The creek run a confiderabJe diftance ia land, '-ll~d tcnninatcd ~t 
the foot of a mountain, frorn vihcncc it received a copious flll)~',ly 
of frefh water, occafioned by tIle heat of the fun melting thl' fnc)w 
on the tops of the mounta~ns, and whirh now h~d fuch power c;s to 

{i1pplya ,onitant rivulet. 
Bb 
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~'T:::1l' this place ""::"" the '.'e::~li~es 0: ~,'1 Ir:di~l;-':' hut, 'vvhich feemcd 

to kiVC Lee;l l~c:ntly i:<_~n J\'ny, .:wci proDclbly had been the tem-
"o'''-''Y 1-"L"~"1i-l"'1 01'-' l'11e ",llnt;'i fY plrtV. Vdr~()US kinds of How-1).J.1.~.!. l...::.LJ.Ll_~l ....... J. _-'- ... I.J.. .. ,.:y. 

e"s '111,1 i1'\)"IPL'inlJ' {\rub~ \Ver~ fnflJ,rri''1V up in the vaL:)"r ncar the l,'-L'- .1.._ ~.J. -', ( i "tJ;:) 

1'1:'''11,:, 1:1,1 t;loucrh nD ;nl13.bitcm cc, were found hei''::, yet the l')]~:ce 
Ij l j _ '"-) I. .. _ .... ....)-

[e~Y\V rp'~l'liJdv el;"i],lp ;:O~' a fL,llEn::r re:idcnce, and more [0, as 
-'J.. __ J l--' .... '-'-~ "-./ -Q - ...." ..... -

, 1 I'" f . . 1 1 (' fi r 1 r ther.:: IS a pr002')11lty 0. meet;ng WIt 1 F'lr::nty or me la mon; 10 

tI'.,l,t I h;,-'~r,: lid.; dUllbt of l~Sl::eiilS CO~l.~(;;;tly frequented by the 

r~,lL:\reS, Lei ther on in the fC2:'J~1. 

.Af~'.:r dicE:'':,', Captain Dixon went to e:"amine the p::,fi8_~e to the 

l',~ orthwarcl. The afternoon b( in:'. very fine, om fur::; \Ye!'e got upon 
deck, and fpread cut to air; thcy ~~aclnot received the leaft damag€ 

by h~ing packed in puncheons; rome of the inferior ones were 

grov:n mouldy, but that, \",1]cn dry, \'iZ,S eafily n:;bbcd oa. Cap-
. D' . 1 ,. b 

t,Jll1 Ixon not returnll1g '.v.len tne evc::Lig c::_a~e 0:1, we egan to 

feel a g'Jod deal of an;::iety Lr hI::; iaJety, thOi.16h he had [even peo-
" 1 1 'I l' '", 1 k V;:: III LiC D02t we:L arm~([; ll()';,-~'iei', c.t':Y.l: SlCI'cn 0 c oc we were 

r·;E,. ved from our fears by t:::;; boat's return; they had not met 

with the lean vefiige of any inhabit~':'ls, though they had been at 
If'afl: 11" J r 'l'Y1.'e n dI·(1-·l",. f".~nl t1·,p '" :T.' __ ...... \.. .1 ... v~~ 1..) il ..... _.L_ J. v.L_ _~'-' \ \""l..L._l~ 

S'~:,:cr21 of our powd:::[-b.~l~'C13 being unhooped, and the powder 

f;,'own wet and damp, this hcL,.-bour vvas jud~;(>! a moil: eligil:,le fpot 

to dry the powder, and g':~ the barrels repai;'cd, efpecially as the 
\\'eat;',er vns remark~:b~v clear and [~l"'~~:e " [0 at C;c;-I~ll'n tl',e morn-J ,::, -, -
. r 1 1 1 

mg Of Ll':: 25 ti1 , tnc gUl1i1e,,' to)k '~he p)','nler on G~c~'e, and the 
cooper WJ.S f.c;nt to r,,::p:iir the caiks. In tJ1C lUean time, Captain 

Dixon went in the boat to examine about t~l-; entrance into this 

l:3.rbo~ll" 85 we ~3.d taken notice, in the afternoon of tlE~ 23 d, of 
;(}me mlets to tnc SO!..l~hward and ~N eitward. The day proved 

remark-
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r~n:J,l"l~:lbly fine. The po'\vJ'~r was got into "ery zooll order, z,nJ 
brought on board ec.rly in the aften~oon. The ca;T'.:ntcrs v.reTe on 
fuore, and cut a top-l1i,;il, and [01":::(; rp~llS for various nfi~s. 

About [?'I;."l o'clock Captain I)i:Wl1 retnrned, havi;1~' elct with 
. u 

no b::i:u:, fuccefs than bcf, i'e; he b?d bc;~n in feveral bays at a C011-

:fideraLi~ difiance frot::1 the bal benf, bt;t could not rdC,~;ve the 
lean: trJces of p~o:,lc o~' habit",t~ullS. 

~ J.. 

Th' l' . r. l' 6 1 • 1\ ~ . 1 1 .', d . IS uroour 1S ntuate" 111 5' Geg. 35 mm. l~ GfLll ,.3w:uae; an 
135 deg. VV-efl: longitude: it obt2.ir:ccl the llallie of Port Ea::;:3, in 
honour of Sir Jofeph :C~·,nks. The profIJed at Port Ea:lks, ti.,:l\j,h 

rath:~' co:'lfir:.~d, yet has fomethin; in it more p1clflng and romantic 

than any "ye had feen on the coaft. The l::ll1d to the N 01 lh·",: ard 
and Southward rifes to an elevation {ufficiellt to cG~:'/ey C\'c-:-y Ic:e3 
of ,villter; and though its fides are perpetually cove,u\ 'Ivith fi10W, 

yet the numerous pines which ever and anon pcp out theil bufhy 
heads, entirely cEverc it of that dr~ary and hULiific c3lt with the 
barren mountains to the lJorth 'N,.:;i1: of Cook's F:jver. To the 

Eaftward, the land is (onfiderJ.bly lower, and the Fines ali'C'Li' to 

grow in the 1110:0: p';')l,lar and CX;l,C~C ('id:::r: thefe, i:\...'~dher \-\iih the o 1.-, 

brufh-woocl and Lr'lbs on the i'urrcundilW ('::ches, fOrIn a IT,ofi u . 

. h ~ "'I .\,' I'"' n ,.... 
A~ our fiaYll1g ere 3.:1Y l(;LC:~~' ",::; .::mly a nc:c:!: ,~ \VJ.LlC or 'nrr;c, 

at h2~lf l)a;c tI~.re',~ o'd~'~~: in tne li1ofi1ing of the 2Cth, we wei)ll;::J 
1 d . l . 1 f". L t 1 1 t 1 ) tAt" T IT anu:,~.r, an , It:~lllg C1 ill, lenL 'nc )G8. s ~'-.1C=-.([ 0 lOW ue yelle! 

-- 1 -.... 1 /1 
out of the: bay. The weath·er h=-~1 Ie ,.ext very imc dunn; tne 11101't 

time \//2 lay here, and generally c:lIm; t 1:e Ll":;1.11 of tIL; the.:mcm;;,

ter 50 deg. 
About 

195 

J 787. 
June. 
~ 



A VOYAGE TO THE 

i\ bout ten o'clock \~\'C \'ICl'c got well into the entrance we came ill 
by, but the vvind fet fiS .. t in, with a thick fog, [0 that we were 
cbli:rcd to ma~~e feveral boards before we could get clear of the 
land~ Our merid::O:1 altitude gave 56 deg. 30 min. North latitude; 
and the lon;itL1cie was 13 5 deg. 35 min. Weft. 

Th~ afternoon" and evening continuing foggy, we frood to the 
Southward lluring the n1ght, and at day-light in the morning of 
th<~ 27'1:h, it::lod a:;:lln to the Eailward. At eleven in the forenoon, 
the day being toleral~ly clear, we faw land, which had the appear
{IlnC l2 of t\~:o rocky iflands, bGl1'ing North Eaft, on which we fteered 
direCtly for them. At noon the land in fight bore from North 
18 deg. Eafi, to North 50 deg. Eafr, four miles diftant. Our ]a
titL1de was 55 deg. 52 min. 1'[orth; and our longitude 134 deg. 
54 min. Weft. 

On our approaching frill nearer the land, there was every ap
pearance of a fine bay, the furtheft point to the Eaftward bearing 
North 35 deg. Eaft; and the Weftermoft point, which was very 
rocky, North 45 deg. Weft, two miles diilant. 

At three o'clock the whale-boat was hoitted out, and Mr. Tur ... 
ner fent to found the entrance into the bay, and look for a harbour. 
He returned at five o'clock, and reported, that the greater part of 
the bay was ilioal water, and that there was no probability of 
meeting with a convenient birth to anchor in. 

At fix o'clock the weather turned hazy, with frequent fqualls; 
which cauied us to double reef the top-fails, and haul by the wind 
to the Southward. At eight o'clock the land bore frqm North 60 

deg. 
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deg. Eafl: to Weft; and the extremes of a large ifland from North 
6 deg. Eaft, to North 26 deg. VVeft. 

The ,,'eather in tbe n-:orning of the 22th, was thick and hazy, 
attended with a freih breeze from the ~T ei'rward. In the couffe of 
the forenoon, vve faw land to the Northward and vVefiward, about 
four miles difiant; but the weet.ther frill continued [0 very hazy, 
that it was by no means pr:.rdell!: to ftand dole in with it. 

About three in the afternoon, the day clearing up, we had a good 
vie\-" of the land, the extremes of which bore from North 12 deg. 
Eaft to South 65 deg. Eaft, and an opening, which had the appear4 
ance of a deep bay, North 47 deg. Eafi, about three leagues diilanto 

We fteered direC):ly for this bay, expecting to find a harbour, 
but on approaching quite clofe to the land, we found it a ftraight 
bold iliore, without the leafi {heltef. The Northermoft point is a 
remarkably high barren rock, and was covered with an innume
rable quantity of various kinds of birds. 

During the night, and the forenoon of the 29th, we plied occa
fionally, the wt:ather being thick and hazy. Our latitude at noon, 
was 55 deg. 18 min. North; and the longitude 134 deg. 56 min, 
Weft. At three o'clock in the afternoon, we had a fight of the 
land, the extremes of which bore from North Weft to South Eafl: 

by Eaft. 

During the night, and the forenoon of the 30th, VIC had light 
variable winds, the weather frill thick and hazy, vyhich occafioned 
'us to make frequent boards, always endeavouring to keep as near 
the coaft as was confifient with prudence. At noon we [aw land 

to 
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At ei~)}t 0'(:0:2: WI? ;:nv 2,n i;i:md to the 7 7 0rtlnvard, which bore 

fron: I-JOi"t~l ~aJ: by Eafl:, to L:i1 by North, about four ltcl~~ues' 
di1tai1t j the w~'ather during the night was moderate and IDZY. 

P t [el/en o'clocl~ in the morning of the lil: of July, having a fre£h 
~ ~ r", , 1 F' 1 1 1 -, 1'-' 11- ' 1 d' (' ht \\ tl'ceriy Cll'teZc, Y\'~ ;:~'~l':,lC:C, to '~le ~:Outl :.2dl, tne an 111 ug 
be::llin~ from Nllrth 22 deg. \!Veft, to South Ea:i: h:.::df Ea.fr, and 
the Loc~y of an if~:'.rd {cell tk~ ll"cceding evening, North 30 deg. 
Eait, fix miles (iiL'':ar;t. r~t nocll1, '-I"e raw a deep bay, which bore 
i\rorth E:::1'L by Eafl:; the eXt;'ei11!~ point to the No"thwJ.rd Nonh 
E:1ft by ~\ orth ; and the Eai1:ermoil: lanclSouth EaO:, ;}l)(,ut {even 
leagues diilant. Our Lltitude was 54 deg. 22 min. North; and 
the lon,;:tw1

_ 133 cLg. 50 11,:11, \"\' en:. 

Durin:, the afternoon, we had light variable winds, on which 
1,"C 11:ood to the 1\; ort)lW8.'.], [:)1' fe~r \'ie fhould get to leeward of 

tl1e b:.1)' in 11gLt, and we \\::re d~t~cl1ined to make it if pOliltic, as 
thc-e \\';1S cv:~ry probability of n:eeting 'IVi'c:1 inhabitants. 

DU:'in~ t11c ni;ht Vi"e h=-.d light ',-sriable airs in every direCtion, 
t ., 1 

to:;eLl-:-r ,,,'Itl) a l1cavy [\',-('11 frem the Somh ~·,Ve[t; [0 ,hat in the 

lnomi:l'; Gf th~ 2cl, we found our every effort to reach t~1e bay in-

efFectual; 
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effeCtual; however, a moderate breeze fpringing up at North Ea11:, 
we frood in for the Lwd clofe by the wind with our frarboard tacks 
on board. At [even o'clock, to our very great joy, we favv feveral 
canoes full of Indians, who appeared to have been out at fea, 
making towards us. On their coming up with the veffel, we 
found them to be a f}(hing party; but rome of them wore excel
lent be:ll er ckd;:s, the fight of which----but at pre[ent I mu1.l: lay 

down my pen, vvith a pro mi ft· to refume it foon. Thine aHuredly, 

OFF QUEEN CHA;RLOTTE'S [SLAI;DS, 1 
JUly 4th. 5 

LETTER ""xXXV .L,,- .L • 

I DO U B T not but thou In1 cenfnrer:l me in " good, iet, holi
day t'?ri'llS," fx the aorupt conchnon of r::y bet, at a time 

when we were be'::: n,ili,j the favourites o~ fortcc1e; but I hope nc\',' 
to m2~:e tIl::':; an'.pL: a:11 !lds for this bie/us, by 3n c.CCOUi:.t of the: 
fuccefs we have met with, and which CqlL:!S 0'_11' 1'11)[~ L;-, ~·1..:~[:C 

expeCtations. 

The Indians we fell in with in the mornin:; of til.': 2d of Ju.ly, 
did not feem il:c1ined to difpo;!: of their clclJL3, t~:')~l~h we ,:::l1(1.~:l-

I
, . . . ., f 1 ~ , 

voured to tempt them by ex llbltm:; V3.1'10US arti:1SS 0 t~'aj:~C:, il.lCIl 

as toes, hatchets, adz,::s, howels, tin L.les, F1 ,ilS, E:c. their atlell

tion [e~med entirely ta:·:i;':!l up with viewing the vC~l"~l):/lic:h t:1e~' 
~ ,J.-
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app;;.r~ntl y did with marks of wonder and furprize. This we looked 

on as a good omen, and the event !hewed, thatfor once we were 

not miftaken. 

After their curiolity, in fome meafure, fubfided, they began to 
trade, and we pre[ently bought what cloaks and fkins they had got, 

in exchange for toes, which they feemed to like very much. 

They made figns for us to go in towards the {bore, and gave us 

to underi1:and, that we (bould find more inhabitants, and plenty of 

furs, 

By ten o' clock we were within a mile of the fhore, and faw the 

o.·ilbge ,vhere thefe Indians dwelt right a-breafr of us: it confifted 

of about fix huts, which appeared to be b.li:t in a mor> regular 

form than any we had yet feen, and the fituation very pleafant, but 

the thore was rocky, and afforded no Flace for us to anchor in. 
A bay no\v opened to the Eafrwatd, on w;lich we hauled by the 
wind, which blew pretty frefh from the Northward and Eafiw::l.rd, 

and fieered direCtly for it. During this tin1 e, feveral of the people 

whom we traded with in the morning, had been on [hore, probably 
to fhew their newly acquired bargains; but on feein u· ' te, . or 

the bay, they prefently pufhed after us, joined by feveral other 
canoes. 

As ,ye advanced up the bay, there appeared to be an excellent 

harbour, well land-locked, about a league a-head; we had found .. 

in:;s from ten to twenty-five fathom water, u','cr a rocky bottom~ 
but unluckily, the harbour trended right in the wind, and at one 

o'clock the tide ret fo firongly ag:1inft us, tIut we found it impofII

b
1
.:, to make the harbour, as we loft ground evel-Y board) on which 

we 



we hove 

Indians. 

r Q J 

i ~L~,! 

ti'~T:J allo. \-\-'itj'l \', 1~ :cl1 vye 1.v;~~ __ e fo cl~.relj0~fcd) tbat \1\/(' CC;l!:Cl ;(~C:trre]y 

b~ ";,ev,~ the e',;c:el1l:,~ or ou r [(:;1 :~~3, T helc ',','<,::,- ten c r;.::cs 2.:;C'c
' 
~ I he 

!hip, whie;} cor-~2.ir~(J) as ne;:-er1y as I could eC[~mate, 120 1C')i/'[' , 

I1'any e.!: tl',ror~" 1"'Ol,·,1'lt [.·c/\l-·CGll"-:rrul1,,""Pj' c~-,-',l'r O~'ll~'" e"'cel ~ , V.>.- 11 __ '_U! .rE~/- _:'·_:'L~.c.,_ll ·...J_t.\'- -,-UC~L._U) l","\~l .... L -

iF' 'i~ {"':ll" a I",1 ill (l.'01+ Jl"l'p (;:1;',',P el11pt'j' 11I ,·,!".---'p,' --:'l('l' .,11,,, l'apI' .s. .... ~~ ... ..1._ ..... -'- vJ .1 -J _ LtL, L) .aU._ ~~ __ ~..... ~ __ l .-_ .• ,"i, {_"'- L ... _ -

rll'ty' "';<l;1 .,(1]1'1',.111 -f-:"e" ·l~·"lrl tI",t'" p'"'' a l';rCll1Y''-' ""C'~ '0 ,~;t;"-ll"'c vV_J. \\ I..,.. !..-"-~J '-'_ •. _.''':')'''\.<'0 \,....1_ L-'.ls.. ... £-L..l-'-'-'U"L...-L..:...l.<..--tf<...t.j 

Pk;1[lL'~" tl::: c( [;:lldv cn1~l'i'c.lled <vvlth each ether 1':C·l.lt w;'ich 
~ , J ~ 

11 1,--i r 11 },:" ',~J, !~, 0, ~--.l r; _D '), ,,1 'T ~1",_",_ "1 (C' ',r- 'r-1110U"" le 11J CIUJ.", :J1 lL; ,,':U ".lnlC 3.C tl.,~j) LL~\..Y', ~ l~lr eLI" on 
board, if nc..lody WdS 8.t hand to l':..cci\e tht:.i-::'"; but we tOG~~ J:!arti

cu1ar ('eq',: to l:?t :101::(: go ,;j'om the 'vcJ:t~ ~1 'lpaid. Toes \VC1'e aL~oft 

the on~y article we t'1rt::rtd wiLh on this oc,~af:.on, and i:!':e-:,d tbe~! 
were takea i~) \,':ry, e9I:'\;~'lv, tl'.cct there was not the l::r~{~ oCC~(C"i to 

'--' -
offer any thing eHe, In lefs than Lllf an hour Vie pnrch:;Je-c\ near 

300 l~'~"lver {i"'s of ~n excellent ClU1rU' a 6(r','(:"F'(~ \\'l'id, }~'" ~"_1'''', ".'.~ .l!.. -1. ~.ic1' .... _ ..... 1.. .... .llJL.,'.c\,1.,,-,-" ...,.J ....... 

, ',' - f ' , 1 1 1 '1' f c; greatly r:,ll,'::,: (ilJr pInts, c":1( t 1~ rr;c:'c,::;::: ~(/i.il L:: r,Cl1ty 0- - hl'.e 

• ..l 1 ' l' J: 1 " . '1' furs, anu tne aVlGlty Of tle Jl2,(lVCS III IJ;3.l"l,l':;?; ~,",clt,'l 'chem, V'-C"I~ COll-

Vl'l'cl'ng p",-"Cn f-1:V'l'L" "0 t')·" r~ln \~Il"'l'-("Yo';' b~f1 ,'o,nVl~i\~ i',ee11 r'll,,·!'ed 
j. 1 1. J'-J~:), L-'o.l.L 1_ l." .• __ ,~_. 1.'. __ \_J.. _'-"'0.1...'_ 1.\"",-v.l L.A.} L '-" "-' .. .I..i.. 

l ' 1 rl ,. 1 ' , ,~ , 
on I1t::.1' t11lS j.J,,1Ct', an COl'iC(~Uentq w.:: IT,]£flt e';~',ect a contmu-

ation of this pler,;:~fd CCml'{10ce. Tl~8.t !h;)n 1113T'l:: form [onie 

1• ,le'a' of tIle c10-:11", \V~ l"'l'('~ - ~o,l 1,p'-~. r "'Cl~: ;",;':1, (;I';'-","~P 1-1,n"-l +-l'p', II ';tJ'_..) \,..,..iI.' ~~~ '---'-' -'--~ ... .1._.1' .... , ..( ltc.ll"L::'.J _.t. ... l.. J~(l. ~ -'~, L __ ~_ l.l:l .... J' 

;;'':11e]'2 lly eont?,in t:11'e'~ co::>j fea C)t::':f'. ,ll:S, Cl,: ,,';Lich is cut in o ~ 

fn,o Pl~c,C"o~ 'lr;,~,"v"r(i" th'v "i'e ll'~"i-L~V iC\~-e~l tU='c :,d" (~J 23 to L-YV ';". \""L) G. l ..... i. LA ~v "'--',/ '_L ..... J I ..... - :. ... L._~ __ J - ~ 

a [quare, and ale loofely t~e(l a~)Oht (~iC :ClOl1;::lef's \,~ii~ 11 {i'lLJ.;l lea
','h~r i1:1 in'.:'s [(,i.cer'.ed on elch {ide, 

L' 

~\t three 0'c106:, our t,:'acle b~ln:r fn~ilc\' 0\'(':1', aDd the "lind n:ill 
L-) .' 

3g~in{l us, we made fail, and Hood om of t: le b:'.~r) int';,'j:dil,); to 

Cc try 
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try again for the harbour in the morning. At eight o'clock the 

points of the bay we had lately left, bore from North 19 deg. Eaft 
to Eaft, about three leagues difrant. During the night we frretch

ed to the Southward and Wefrward, plying as occafion required. 

In the morning of the 3d, we had a freDl Eafterly breeze, and 
fqr,o.lly weather, with rain; but as we approached the land, it 
grew calm; and at ten o'clock, being not more than a mile diftant 
from Dlore, the tide fet us ftrongly on a rocky point to the N orth
ward of the bay, on which the whale-boat and yawl were hoifted 
out and fent a-head, to tow the veffel clear of the rocks. 

Several canoes came along-fide, but we knew them to be our 
friends whom we had traded with the day before, and found that 
t:i~:; were itripped of every thing worth purchafing, which made 
us leis anxious of getting into our propofed harbour, as there was 
a greater probability of our meeting with freih fupplies of furs to 
the Eafiward. At three o'clock a freili breeze fpringing up, we 
hoifted in the boats, and the weather turning hazy, we ftretched to 
the South Weft, tacking occafionally during the night. 

In the morning of the 4th the land in fight bore from North 7 S 
deg. Eaft to South 48 deg. Eaft, about four leagues diitant. At 
noon the head of the bay we firft made, and which I Dlall diftin .. 
guifh by the name of Cloak Bay, bore nearly Eaft, about four leagues 
difb.nt. Our meridian alitude gave 54 deg. 14 min. North lati
tude; and the longitude was 133 deg. 23 min. Weft. \Ve found 
the variation of the compafs to be 24 deg. :28 min. Eafterly. 

During the afternoon we had a frefh Northerly breeze, and 
doud~ weather. At three o'clock \'I'e fay a bay to the Eaftward~ 

on 
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on which we hauled on a wind, and frood towards it; but finding 
no appearance of a harbour, nor any fign of inhabitants, when at 
two miles difrance from the land, we bon~ away to the Southward. 
At eight o'clock we tacked and frood to the vVefiward; the ex
tremes of the land at that time bore from North to South 4H deg. 
Eaft, about four miles dif,cant from {hore. 

During the night we had light baffiin.g winds, with intervening 
calms; but in the morning of the 5th, a breeze fprung up from 
the North Weft. During the forenoon we frood in for the lnore, 
making occafional boards, in order that we might lofe as little 
ground as pollible. At noon the land in fight bore from South 
58 deg. Eaft to North I I deg. Weft, difiance from thore about 
three miles. Our meridian altitude gave 53 deg. 48 min. North 
latitude. In the afternoon feveral cano~s came along-fide, bring
ing a number of good cloaks, which they difpofed of very eagerly; 
but trade feemed now to have taken a different turn; brafs pans, 
pewter bafons, and tin kettles, being the articles mofl: efteemed by 
thefe people. 

The wind continuing fready at North Weft, Captain Dixon 
judged it more advantageous for us to ply along {hore, as circum
frances required, than come to anchor, efpecially as vve had every 
reafon to conclude, that the natives did not live together in one 
focial community, but were {cattered about in different tribes, and 
probably at enmity with each other. At eight o'clock the e;{tr;~i'l-:f:S 

of the land in fight bore from North 20 deg. Weft to South 60 

deg. Eaft, and a kind of inlet or bay North 70 deg. Eaft; {.)Ul' 

miles diftant from ihore. 

C.cz Tbe 
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Tlle I l1rl~'11-'~ {1;,11 'lot ),°lve l') till cvc.1inp' caml:: on, and bO"ave us 
... I.. ..L;; ... ~;:' loi.' • .1 L..,....... -- L U 

t::-) 11:1~,,;ri1:1nd) t:,lt th:v \~{()'lLll":::'cr::'n in the morning with more 

tUl'S. 

"' . ":'1-,' tll'~ .' r\j· :--:,,' '\"Cl~ht~t, \vjS n1:>.L::ralc, with a i1eady ... L ... ~ .!).. J_ ~ (-> .. \.,.. 1 ... ~ ,':.I' ... , - -... , • - ... 

j\J·'·.··I' ''''·'-(~(t('l·ly 1", ,>·-ze· 10 t 1, it :'1 the morning of the 6th, "ve were 
..L' ,', '"-'.iL ~ tJ ........ ','" 1 J,,-"-\~"''.I, --'-

\Yell in W':i; ::',: bn3. 1.:, dIe f~\iC:1con our new friends returned, 
" 1 • ',' ',,' J ,,·,1'~,,!· Fo"l otter' clo::Jks ;;.cc')r(~l;Y-'- tO~,Elr :)r;,:·n ",1; (:, \-!1d1 lo;-ne e,\c,,~,C', l .1'_'" U , 

W~i~':~1 lh~-I ,Jirpo[r.:;d LU: W:t;l the fa;ne facilicy as before. Our lati

t'lde at l1~on :vvas 53 ',k:;, 3<. l~~in. North; the e;(tr~;l".~;S of the 

land bore from South 5:; deg. Eafl: to North 25 deg. \Ve11:. 
The breeze frefhening, we hove to in order to give the Indians 2: 

better oppoi'tunity of trading, and by two o'clock -,Vt had eDtirel:r 

i~~rippecl them. 

,....." r 1 . 1 ' .. D' ') f 1 ! nefC peop e were C'/iC eaUy a (il1-;,;::;.-cl1t t:'Ue Lom tll:'t we met 

v:ith in Cloak Bay, and not 10 numerous; I cou:J not EC::O!l up 

more than feventj-five or eighty perfons ::llong-ftde at une time. 
The fur~ : 'l each canoe feemed to be a diCinC1: property, and the 

people ',Ve:':; particularly careful to prevent their neighbours from 
feeing Wbl!: articl~s they bartered for. Soon after two o'd'JCl~ the 
Indians l::f~ us; on which we mc:.Jr:: fail, and flood alon:~ fuore, tack-o J 

1'110""'~ ,r('ca'1'-)~11"J('\'li"""1 b I,A.-..r '-' -- -'- -- ....,. ~... 1 '-- .. ..I. '-... ~ 

Sine::: the 2-d, we h8.C~ coafl:ed along {hore more than thirt/ l1'liles, 
I " I ,- n 'b [ , . 

;:1:10 nOVi It-:,~ctlT'-'; \"'ltn a IL'em tn ~e 0 Indians, \ve were conv1l1ced 
t(:at this plan \yas atc::-nded with D,:tter and il)e2CEer [UCCc[3 than 

our laying at 2.:'cho1' could pollibly be. At eight o'clock the ex
[i'CC1CS of the land i.1 fight bore from North 10 deg. Ea11: to South 

75 deg. Eaft jour diftance from {hore about fix miles. The wea-

ther 
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ther during the night Vv~::; moderate, and vv·: pL:d to the South-
, d :i '01 ,- d k' 1 I .r: " war anl V\ e~l'v',/ar , rna "mg C()3Y:..lS as occancn :tellE~'e,L 

In the mor,ing c.';: the 7th \V~ {'weld in for tile laild) ::,nd at ten 
o'clock, fceir:,; a deep b?i: which bore North H(~:·th,;V'·J[, v,': hal11A 

• -1 1 fL 1 l' () 1 r . 1"" . . 1 1" .' on a W11111, ann UeC'rr:Ll (L eery lOr It, 'llli1~·~ms It p;'o",':ji~.' rl1l;ilt 

b . 1 b' 1 1 . 1 . 11 . . 1 , 1 .1 ' . e Inll] ,tee; c;:.'[ ~n approac ung we Fl \,\,1111 lbe. Cdlu, tht, C \VdS 

rIb . 1 .. ' ,. , no 8.ppe3.rance 0; a lar ~ur, or any mn .. l!.:;!i:~,l"t:;J on W.",C~l 1~,G l..;;Jre 
av,:ay to the S,:m~h's2rd. At Loon the t':;-;C:lle" ([ tL:' :cdlCi i:<-·re 
from South E:;.J: to l~orth 60 deg. \'l efc, four n-,iJes difiar,t ~;OI1l 

{hore. The latitude 53 deg. 16 :nin. and lu,',r;:tude 13.3 (~, Z· J 9 
min. V/dt. 

Aboet {I.Y(: o'clock in the afternoon, being clore in {hore, ';ve [al,'[ 

re'/o, 0""'\1 C~'10en "-,,,"''-~-:n''T o'}' 01' H,lll'c11 \\/<:.. fl'O··.'..:l.1 p,1 r'l~l a1") 1'.·.r t'" "_L" d. "liL"Ll b j, .. vV J ,,-, J 1 tI~,"_, .. _ L.ll, .' .• H<JJ 

L:r them, as the wind l~,!e"v pi'euy freD]. TLe p;::ce thc f ;:; rc·or·1e 
came Lom had Zl very fneular ar'cara1:,:,:, and on eX3.3-;J;nil~p' it 

L' .l • LJ 

narro'i,riy, we pl..'i.inly perceived th:~t they lived In a very l.l'ge h[:t, 
built on a finall illc_''lcl, and \\',::ll fortified aft.::r the D2.1lLC:' c·{ :m 

hippah, on which account we difringuiihed i:2:.lS place by the name 

of Blj!jdJ !/!{]),'d. 

Aw_, 

! 7:~7' 
Ju:y. 

1...--.--.1 
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A number of circumi1:ances had occurred, fince our firfi trade ill 
Cloak Bay, which convinced us, that the native; at this place were 
of a more favage difpofition, and had lefs intercourfe \vith each 
other, than any Indians we had met with on the coaa, and we be
gan to fufpea that they were cannibals in fome degree. Captain 
Dixon no fooner faw the fortified hut jufi: mentioned, than this 
fufpicion was ftrengthened, as it was, he faid, built exactly on the 
plan of the hippah of the favages at New Zealand. The people, 
011 coming along-fide, traded very quietly, and ihongly importuned 
us by figns, to come on D10re j at the fame time giving us to un· 
derftand (pointing towards the Eail) that if we vifited that part of 
the coaft, the inhabitants there would cut off our heads. This was 
an unquefrionable proof, that they were at variance with their 
neighbours, and their hoftile appearance fL1i~~cienfly confirmed it, 
being well armed with knives and ii)ears. 

1 am not fond of hazarding conje{/ures, yet T cannot help remark
ing, that though the behaviour of thefe people was harmlefs and 
inoffenfive, yet their attempt to perfuade us to go on {hore, is an 
additional proofin favour of our fufpicion; they certainly wanted 
to decoy us to the hippah, and there, no doubt, we fllould have 
been inftantly butchered. 

We purchafed a number of excellent cloaks, and {ome good ikins 
from thefe Indians, for which we gave a variety of articles, fome 
chufing toes, and others pewter bafons, tin kettles, knives, &c. 
This tribe appeared the leaft we had yet feen; I could not reckon 
more than thirty-four or thirty-fix people in the whole party; but 
then it fhould be conildered, that thefe were probably chofen men, 
who perhaps expeC1ed to meet with their enemies, as they were 
;;'lually prepared for war or trade. 

Havin0' o 
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Having pm'chafed every thing thefe favages had to difpofe of, 
and no more canoes coming near us, at eight o'clock we made fail. 
The extremes of the land in fight bore from EaH South EaJ1: to 
North vVeJ1: by North; difiance from Dl0re about ieven miles. 

During the night we fiood off and on, with the wind at North 
vVel1, and in the morning of the 8th, we fiood in for the land; at 
eight o'clock, feeing fome canoes coming from {hore, we lay to, in 
order to trade with them. _ On tl}eir coming along-fide, we found 
them to be our friends from Hippah Hland; but what furs they 
now brought were of an inferior kind, they having fold us their 
prime frins the preceding afternoon. By ten o'clock, t:lC Indians 
being entirely firipped, left us ; on which we made fail. Our ob
fervation at noon gave 53 deg. 2 min. North latitude. Hippah 
mand bore North 28 deg. Weft; a little if1and Nonh I I deg. 
vVeft, and the Southermofl: land in fight South 68 deg. Ea!1:; the 
nearefi: i1lOre about three leagues diftant. 

During the afternoon we kept clofe in with the land, tacking 
occafionally, but no canoes came near us. At eight o'clock, Hip
pah Jf1and bore "North VVe~[, and the Southermo['r land in fight 
South 73 deg. Eail; our diftance from 1110re about four le:::61.~~::;· 

During the night we flood off and on; our chief care being ~:o 
keep fo near the land, that we could be \,vell in with it {oon after 
day-light, and by that means, have an opportunity of infpeEting 

every mile of the coaft. 

In the forenoon of the 9th, we had five canoes along-fide, con~ 
taining about thirty-eight or forty people, from whom \ve purcha
fed fome very good cloaks, :lnd a few good ikins; t/1t:1' too were 

fond 



r' 11~~..." ,1 ,.... .. __ ........ , .. L. ~,"",,', In 0:[1: Oi tne C1!10C3 \\',,"S c'Ll 0:0 1,.,,'!, VvllO '1 J .... _'j, 1 LO .1 .. ve 

frx~:c ~1llt~;0~'ity O\'.::~' the rtf:, thc.)ll5h ;1':: !lJJl n(,t!'~l1g:;) di[V)r~ of: 
, l' 1 " 1 r '.~ 1 he f:'~:l\,\~ LlS to :~J<':: ~L~l-;d)' t n;~ L1 anrJt lcr part or t ",',,'1.; :;~Jn(L?, 

(pointin~; to th': E:1n,',zlf'~) he ccu1d procure plenty of furs fOl" us, 
(" 1 \,,11'lc1 ('lnt"I"n r",·,o'~ c',\T' : 1111 .., 1 J' ',),1,t 'h ". r "11 -11'5 C.,')· th"lS 

_,I • • , : 1 __ \.. t.' '- l JL....; .J. J ~ .. 1 <::-' (>I. ..... .... •• .J- ~ _ --J L .t.. ..t 1 J.. J. ' •. L _'0. U 1 • 

ri"~i~~n t 2(jd...;~1 -:-"'2(,\t:'i to lJ:.3 CC'1K' ;uenc:, (,Eld !'fucurc.cl him the 
.L .... ' _ J.. .I, 

e':\7 of his cornpanions in the otLCl' c::mc'cs, n,11:) beheld t~':c: cap 
y:~th a longing cye, 2nd feuJ1cG. to wilh it in their: Fo~T3i::on. 

T~~C'-' 'frp" 1·''''''''l.~14", .{',"", ... - -r '''-'00 r-'~", ..., f1..'t'::> .. -.,--~ l' /"-._.~" ; /,':.,,: \., ~LC Ht-." \':,1<.-:1 ,'~ ,I' \, OLH:,n cc;l,OLgu Llern, \\ ,}O ad le'_d~Cc1 

p!,,~,tty 'vvell advanced in YCZll"S; tl-:'~~l- unci(:;[" lips were diftortcd in 

(':"e n C t ' "",(f· h)-r.iec~s aFP'~'1r;i'~- to b= ~o0'-;Jlv O"jl""rn""~cF': -,J1 ,,-L 1 __ 1_ "r Ii. ...., (: ...... .1 10 \,... L-"" ..... ·_L ... i.l i _ .. (L-'-.l ...... j~_' ... u) 

--, "D' "-,' 1 r" d 0 , 1 1 ' CapL''!ll lXon \v:::,:::d to pure lale l~, em C~· ::rc:~: t:e eel '\','O:1-:'2L 

1"'-- ~ ~J ~ l' "it 1-·,_,1 '1" era 1 .., ~ ... '~~-r'1e~( L,,'_ --i1:" ill::' t· .f-, 1- 1 'X -tIl ' "0 VV .JI. ,_'-.1,,' '.':-"' .. " 'H',C'.!. j ""'1. '.,10 11 L. .l"_,~:.l \/1 1 CCI!-

t ,,, t t '0" b- "1" '''''-'rl 1"C'" , ... ~1 O~l,.",," a--t: .le~ ""'--p a;:~»''"' .. ,1" 1_-,.11); '.Ie.), J .. l ... ,·l ...... , (.~1.1.\_ '.Ll ... Ll :"'L'·:1... l .1.L.1;) '/\1,.,.1 ...... ll..i\\:!.../.:.o'_) 

f' 1 d l' 1 . '., '" " . 1 d(,W11 to 11er, an' as COjJ1Lant y rejeUed. ~f,~:' L.apta.ll1 n:;gJ:l now 

':0 ,~.jl)~:r of 1"',1:11-:::i;;; his wiihed-for PlEch0Ie, a~-:(l h,d near:)' gi.ven 
it l'~--:, Wh~,l OIV:: I..f our people :U?f<:.1l1 1l.:; cO i~~ew the oU bdy a ~..:'.,,' 
, l' ill 1 ,." ., -, "d :""i;ttor:S, W 11(11 1O0 .;:ec. Ie f.." 3L :',::y ['L,g'n~, , ~~(" e2:;e~ ly emCi;]CC 
;-,1'le (\r":'~I- and \Y,'l,)~ l"l'U'\\, a1"0""""" ~'" '1<' l' o~,Jy to "r ... +- \,r"l.Llh h~l' '\"o"r1r-'1 
'- ' : ~.-) - 0"",,"11 ... 1.. 'o.-L .......... "-~~'-- 1-"' ....... 1 L .1 "'-~ .... .J. \ '-'_l_t 

onnll~Ctlt, as before iLe \,,'as defirous of-; i~. This cmiJl[s 
liI'-~':-':c ntca1u:.-eo t:1f'.I~ and i'c"C-:l-cighth ~li(:E~S long, and t'.'.-o and 
hv,::-ei;~lth inches in the wide~1: Flit: it ',\':',5 inlaid with a fm811 
l);::ad j Lpll) i"o~r:.d wh::::h WJS a rim 0';' cC),l;e,:.* 

~ ... 

Thefe 
" Th>; jil,-;:',,·-e ;s 1101" in the ;lof1~,~:on of Sir Joleph £:<11::;" Bart. 
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Thefe people were evidently a different tribe from that inhabit
ing Hippal1 Hlal1d, but appeared equally favage and fierce in their 
clifpofitions, and "'.'ere well provided with offen:ive weapons; how
ever, they t:1'aded very quietly, and did not give us the leaft diftur
bance. \Yhen the furs which they brought for barter were difpo
fed of, they left us, and paddled in for the thore. Our obfervation 
at noon gave 52 deg. 54 min. North latitude; and the longitude 
by lunarobfervation was 132 deg. 23 min. \Veft. The extremes 
of the land bore from South 75 deg. Eaft, to North 42 deg. V{ eft; 
and our difiance from {hore about fix miles. 

In the afternoon, four canoes, containing about 32 people, came 
along-fide, but they belonged to our morning vifltants, and what 
cloaks they brought us were indifferent, being pretty much wore. 
Ry four o'clock the Indians, (having difpofed of all their trade) left 
us, and made for the land. 

"During the night we had a {hong breeze from the Wef'cward, 
with conftant rain, which continued till the forenoon of the loth, 
when the wind grew light and variable, with thick hazy weather. 
Our obfervation at noon gave 52 deg. 48 min. :t'Torth latitude. At 
fix o'clock the extremes of the hnd bore from North Eaft by North 
to NOl:th 75 deg. Vveft; a {mall iQand North 22 deg. Eaft, difiant 
four leagues. In the nj;L~ the wind again fettled at North VVeft, 
blowing a fr~Ih breeze, the \'1 c::ther cloudy; we ftood to the South 
Weft as ufual. 

I may now lay down the pen for a moment, with a gocd grace, 
,'as that plea fo often uCed by woz/d be great men, viz. ,~ I-iz:n:r qf 

blffilZej~"," will come with [orne degree of decency at this ti:ne, from 
t.hy fincere friend. Y/. B. 
OFF QyEEN CHARLOT TE'S} D d LET .. 

JSl,AKDS, I2th July. 

20) 
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LET T E·R XXXVI.. 

T HO U mayeft fee by the whole tenor of my lair, that our 
coafting along thefe iflands was the beft and mofl: expedi

tious method of trading we could pollibly have hit on. 

In the morning of the 11th of July, having a fteady breeze at 
North Weft, we flood in for the land, which at noon bore from 
North 5.5 deg. \iVeft to South 74 deg. Eaft. Our meridian aJti
tude gave 52 deg. 50 min. North latitude, and our diftance from 
fuore was about two miles. During the afternoon we kept clore 
along fuore, expeCting fome Indians would come off to us; but at
fix o'cloci~ none appearing, we hauled our wind to the South Weft •. 
At eight o'clock the land bore from Eaft South Eaft to North 
Weft by Weft, about three miles diftant from fuore. During the 
l1ight we had a gale of wind at N orth Weft, attended with frequent. 
heavy fqualls, which occafioned us to hand the fore-topfail, and: 
dofe-reef the main top-fail. 

In the morning of the 12th, the weather growing moremode
rate, we made fail, and frood towards the land. Our latitude at: 
noon was 52 deg. 3 min. North. During the afternoon, the wind 
blew very frefu, fo that no Indians came near us. At eight in the: 
evening, the extremes of the land bore from Eaft by North to 
North North Weft; diftant from fhore four leagues. 

In: 
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In the morning of the 13th, the weather was moderate, but very 
hazy; the land at noon bore from South 65 deg. Eaft, to North 
60 deg. Weft, about two'miles difiant from {hore. OUf obferva
tion gave 52 deg. 17 min. North latitude. We kept clofe in with 
the {hore during the afternoon, though the weather was frill very 
hazy. A little before feven o'clock, the fog clearing up, we faw fe
veral canoes making towards us, on which we hauled by the wind, 
and hove to, in order to give them an opportunity of coming up 
with us: they were a different tribe from our lail: traders, and brought 
us feveral excellent cloaks, and fome very good £kins, which we 
purchafed on much the fame terms as before. This party confifted 
of about thirty-fix people, and, like the tribes we had recently 
traded with, were prepared for the reception of their adverfaries. 

Before the day elofed in, Wft had purchafed every article the In
dians had got to fell; yet they could not be prevailed on to quit 
the {hip, thoug~ we made {ail, and gave them to underftand, that 
we fhould return the next d9_y r :ret they Hill kept up with the vef
feI. At length, about ten o'clock, a very thick fog coming on, they 
left us, and paddled towards the iLC)re: we were now at leafl eight 
miles diftant from the COilil:, anJ it was a matter of doubt with 
many of us, whether thefe poor fellows would ever be able to find 
their way on {hore, it being liT'.po:Tible to diftinguifh any object 
twenty fathoms a-head of the vdTd. During the night we hauled 
on a wind to the South Weft a3 u[nal. 

From the 14th to the 20th, we had generally thick foggy wea- , 
ther, with a conftant ftrong breeze at North \Veil::, and ffequent 
'intervening fqualls. As we had reafon to expect more trade from 
this quarter, it was judged mOll prudent to ftand off and on occa
fi.onally, in order to prevent our getting too far to the Eafiward ; 

D d 2 and 
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1787. and at the fame time to be well in with the land, whenever the fog 

~ fhould dear up. 

We had a meridian altitude on the 18th, which gave 5 I de,g. 46 
min. North latitude; and the mean of feveral lets of lunar obferva
tions gave 131 deg. 22 min . Weft longitude. The weather was 
not fo conftantly foggy, but that \Ye frequently faw the land, and 
twice or '(:luice were clofe in with the n-lore, fo that the natives 
misht ealily have come to us, but none appearing, we began feri
ouf1y to think, that the Indians who left us in the evening of the 
13th we~'e 10ft at fea, ar:d confequently no more would come near 
the verrel, as they might pollibly conclude that we had defrroyed 
their companions. 

Our latitude at noon on the 20th was 52 deg. I min. North 5 [0 

that we were only iixteen miles to the Southward of our obferva
tion on the 13th. The day being moderate and clear, we frood in 
for the land, and feeing feveral canoes making towards us, about 
one o'clock wehove to. When the canoes came along-fide, wefound 
the people to be the [arne that tradtd with us laft, a circumftance 
which gave us great pleafure, our fears for their fafety being 
groundlefs. 

What furs they now brought were of an inferior kind, confifting 
cbiefy of old cloaks, pretty much wore; thefe were generally pur
chafed with brafs pans, knives, and buckles. The Indian:; being 
ftripped of all their furs, left the yelle! immediately, and at four 
o'clock we made fail, frretching to the South Weft as ufual. 

During the night, and greateft part of the 2 dt, we had a thong 
!", orth Wefterly breeze, with frequent fqualls. Our obfervation at 

noon 
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noon gave 5 I' deg. 54 min. h
r 

ort:1 latitude. In ~he even;:.g ,ve h~'.d 
a very heavy fweJl from VI dl South Weft, which being m~t by the 

tide, cauied the beavieit cfufs fcCi v. e Lad fc::tn duriEi, the ·Vo:yZ'ge. 

The weather on the 220 \vas r:~oderate and hafY jour obferva

tion at noon gave 52 deg. 10 nino North latitude. During the 

afternoon we made ihort boards, in order to keep Vi/tIl in with the 
coaft. 

-. 
In the morning of the :!3d we had light winds, the weather fiiIl 

hazy. Our latitude at noon was 52 deg. I3 min. North. The 

afternoon provillg tolerably clear, about feven o'clock we faw fe

veral canoes making towards us, on which we hcve to jour dif

tance from :fhore was then about five miles. There were eight 
canoes, containing near one hundred people, many of whom had 

been with us on the I 3th and 20th: they brought feme pretty goed 
cloaks, and a few good ikins, which we pm'chafed for toes and 

buckles. During the night we hauled by the wind as u[ual, tack

ing occafionally, fo as 10 keep near the land j the weather moderate 

and hazy. 

Towards noon on the 24th, the fog clearing up, we perceived [e

veral canoes putting off frem {hore, on which we lay to, in order 

to give them an opportunity of coming up with us. In lefs than 

an hour we had ekven canoes along-fide, containing near} 80 men, 

women, and childl'en:, which was by far the greatefl: concourfe of 

people we had D.:en at any C'-ie time, fince we had fallen in with 
thefe fortunatei:f1ands ; but we fiJon found that curiofity ;jad chief
ly induced the natives to pcy us this viiit, what they [,my bcol1ght 

to fell being merely the gleanin,:;s of the h:::.r'/c.:1 we had plentifully 
reaped before: il1(J;.;C-J till now, VJe had feldom [een any women or 

dlilUrcll 
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children in the trading parties; for the men probably expecring to 
meet with their enemies, for the mofi part left the women and chil. 
-drenbehind, as an u[elefs' incumbrance. The Indians having dif
pored of every trifling piece of rubbifh they had got to fell by three 
·o'clock, left us, and paddled for the {hore, on which we made fail, 
and ftood to the Eaftward. At eight o'clock the Eafiermoft point 
-ofland bore North 40 deg. Eaft, about four miles diftant. From 
this point is a range of broken rocks, which run out more than a 
mile from the land. 

It being evident that we could expect no more trade on this fide 
the iIlands, Captain Dixon purpofed Handing round the point, in 
order to try what the oppofite fide afforded. During the night we 
made occafional boards, as it was judged moil: prudent to double 
the rocky point in the day-time. 

The morning of the 25th vv;as cloudy) with a moderate breeze at 
vVeft North Weft. At noon the rocky point bore North 27 deg. 
Weft, about three miles diftant. It is fituatecl in 5 I cleg. 56 min. 
North latitude; and 13odeg. \Veft longitude; and this being St. 
James's day, we cliftinguilhed the land off which thefe rocks lay, by 
the name of Cape St. James. In the afternoon we were vifited by 
a lingle canoe, but the people in her were fome of the friends we 
had lately left, and brought very little worth notice. During the 
night we had light variable winds, and moderate weather. 

At noon on the 26th, the land bore from South 5 deg. Weft, to 
North 54 deg. Weft; the point to the Southward confifts of feve
ral broken rocks, which extend to fome diftance from the {hore, but 
not near fo far as thofe off Cape St. ] ames. The weather now was 
conftantly thick and hazy, morning and evenmg, but generally 
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€leared up towards noon; the wind for the greateft part, light and 
variable. 

It was Captain Dixon's intenti.on, if the wind permitted, to go 
round thefe iHawls, that we might not on~y clear the inhabitants 
of their furs, but be able exaCtly to determine~heil extent, for the 
information of future navigators; at prefent, however, our progrefs 
was very How .. 

About eleven o'clock on the 27th, we had four canoes along-fide, 
containing about thirty people, feveral of whom we knew to be. 
our old friends; they brought feveral good cloaks and i'kins, which 
iliewed that the trade on this fide of thefe iilands was far from being 

~ exhaufted.. In the afternoon three other canoes came to us, bring
ing feveral excellent ikins, which was an additional encouragement 
for us to proceed. Our latitude at noon was 52 deg. 18 min. 
North, about three miles diftant from {bore. 

Thefe people difpofed of their furs in the fame ready manner as 
our former traders, and preferred tin kettles and pewter bafons to 
axes or howels. 

Towards the evening we had a moderate Eafterly breeze, with 
doudy weather:. At eight o'clock the Southermofi point of land 
bore South 43 deg. Eaft, and thelandto the Northward North 56 
deg. Vi eft; feven miles difrant from {bore. During the night w~ 
tacked occafionally, in order to keep well in with the H10re, which, 
in the morning of the 28th, was about five miles diftant. Having 
a moderate Eafterly breeze, we frood towards the land, and in the 
forenoon feveral canoes came along-fide us; many of thefe people 

,velc_ 
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were entire {hangers, but what furs they brought were in genera 
il1difr~r':ilt, and were chiefly purchafed with knives and buckles. 

The aay clearing up, we faw land to the Eafrward, about ten 
leagues difi:ant, on which we founded with a line of thirty fathom, 
over a fhingly bottom; our latitude at noon was 52 deg. 57 min. 
Kerth. In the afternoon we had light baffimg winds, with con
frant drizzling rain. The tide Fetting us to the Eai1:ward, we had 
founclings from twenty-four to fourteen fathom water, over a bot
tom of iand and fmall pebble frones. The land in fight to the 
Eaitward we judged to be the Continent, and the nearer we ap
.proeched it, our foundings leffened. 

"Towards fix o'clock the tide turned, and now Fetting ftom that 
land which we fuppofed to be the Continent, it frequently drove 
large patches of fea-weed, long grafs, and pieces of wood, by the 
-veffel, which made us conclude, that there is a large river Fetting 
out from that part of the coa£l:. The river called Los Reys, by 
Du Fonte, is near this place ;*and thou.:::,h what he fays about it 
i~ almoft incredible, yet, from the above circumfbnce, it appears 

. very probable, that there are deep inlets into the country; and it is 
to be lamented, that we had not an opportunity of examining that 
part of the coait 

"The morning of the 29th was moderate and cloudy; the wind 
being light 2nd va'-iable, we tacked occafionally, in order to frand 
well in with the {hore, that no oFPortunity of tr~ding might be loil. 
Towards noon the weather cleared up; aU'· meridian obfervation 
ga\;e 52 deg. 59 min. North latitude; fo that we were near the 

middle 

~ See Admiral de Fonte's letter in Dobbs's Account of the Countries acUoining to Hud. 
[on's Day, p::lge 12+ 
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middle of the iiland towards the Northward and Eaftward. In 
this fituation we faw high land to the North Weft, near thirty 
leagues difiant, and which evidently was the fame ",ve had feen 011 

the 1ft of July. This circumfiance clearly proved, the land we 
had .been coafiing along for near a month, to be a group of iDanc1s. 

'E;t.rly in the afternoon we faw Ceveral canoes coming from illore, 
:and by three o'clock we had no lefs than eighteen along-fide, con-' 
taining more than 200 people, chiefly men: this was not only the 
greateft concourfe of traders we had feen, but what rendered the 
circumfiance additionally pleafing, was the quantity of excellent I 
furs they brought us, our trade now being equal, if not fuperior to 
that we met with in Cloak Bay, both in number of :Q<.ins, and the 
facility with which the natives traded, fo that all of us were bufily 
employed, and our articles of traffic exhibited in the greateft \'Jr:

ety; toes, hatchets, howels) tin kettles, pewter barons, brafs pans, 
buckles, knives, rings, &c. being preferred by turns, according to 
the fancy of our numerous vifitants. 

Amongfi thefe traders was the old Chief, whom we had [een on 
the other fide thefe iDands, and who nO'll appearing to be a perf on 
of the firfi confequence, Captain Dixon permitted him to come Oll 

board. The moment he got on the quarter deck he began to tell a 
long fiory, the purport of which was, that he had loft in b3.ttle 
the cap which we had given him; and to convince us how true 
this fiory was, he ihewed us feveral wounds he had received in de
fending his property; notwithil:anding this, he begged for another 
'Cap, intimating at the fame time, that he would never lofe it but 
with his life. Our Captain, willing to gratify his all; bition, madc' 
him a pre[ent of another cap, and we prefently found it was not 
befrowed in vain, for he became extremely ufeful to us in our traf-

E e fie ; 
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fie; whenever any difpute or miftake arofe in the unavoidable 
hurry oecafioned by fo great a number of traders, they always re
ferred the matter to him, and -:vere confiantly fatisfied with his de
tenIJination. 

On our pointing to the EaCcward, and aiking the old man whe
ther we Dlould meet with any furs there, he gave us to underil:and, 
that it was a different nation from his, and that he did not even 
underfiand their language, but was always at war with them i that 
he had killed great numbers, and had many of their heads in his 
poJIefiion. 

The old fellow feemed to take particular pIeafure in relating 
thefe circumil:ances, and took uncommon pains to make us com
prehend his meaning i he clofed his relation with advifing us not 
to come near that part of the coait, for that the inhabitants would 
certainly defrroy us. I endetlvoured to learn how they difpofed of 
the bodies of their enemies who were Dain in battle i and though I 
could not underftand the Chief clearly enough pqJitz'vely to aifert, 
that they are feafted on by the victors i yet there is too much rea
fon to fear, that this horrid cuitom is practifed on this part of the 
coaft; the heads are always preferved) as ftanding trophies of vic
tory. 

Of all the Indians we had feen, this Chief had the moil: favage 
afpeCt, and his whole appearance fufficiently marked him as a proper 
perfon to lead a tribe of cannibals. His flature was above the com
mon fize; his body fpare and thin, and though at firft fight he ap
peared lank and emaciated, yet his itep was bold and firm, and his 
limbs apparently ftrong and mufcular; his eyes were large and gog
ling, and feemed ready toftart ~:)Ut of their fockets; his forehead deeply 

.2 / wrinkled, 
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wrinkled, not merely by age, but from a continual frown; all this, 
joined to a long vifage, hollow cheeks, high elevated cheek bones, 
and a natural ferocity of temper, formed a countenance not eafily 
beheld without forne degree of emotion: however, he proved very 
ufeful in conduCting our traffic with his people, and the intelli
gence he gave 115, and the methods he took to make himfelf under
frood, fhewed him to poffefs a {hong natural capacity. 

Befides the large quantity of furs we got from this party, (at 
leaft 350 frins) they brought feveral racoon cloaks, each cloak 
'confifting of feven racoon ikins, neatly fewed together; they had 
a1fo a good quantity of oil in bladders of various fizes, from a pint 
to near a gallon, which we purchafed for rings and buttons: this 
.oil appeared to be of a moft excellent kind for the lamp, was per
fecUy fweet, and chiefly colleCted from the fat of animals. 

By feven o'clock we had entirely ftripped our numerous traders 
of every fal~able article, on which they left us, and paddled for the 
fuore. The wind during the night being variable, we tacked occa
fionally, in order to keep as ne.ar the coaft as was confiftent with 
prudence. 

Every perron on board is greatly elated with our pre[ent char
ming profpects, but no one more fo than thy affured friend, 

\V. B. 
OFF QUEEN CHARLOTTE'S ISLANDS, 1 

July 30th• S 

EC2 L E T-
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LE.TTER XXXVII. 

I· H A V E fr.equently obferved, that ~~o?Ie in general, when 
reading a hlfrory, whether real Of fichtIOUS, and whether the. 

hero of it is fortunate or overwhelmed with misfortunes, are ever 
anxious to come at the cataftrophe. Should this be thy cafe at pre
fent, and thou really art impatient to know the extent of our good 
fortune, the prefent epifile will ferve to relieve thee in that parti
cular. 

In the morning of the 30th July, we had a moderate breeze at 
South, the weather tolerably fine. Our latitude at noon was 52. 
d~g. 30 min. North; the fuore about four miles difiant. In the 
afternoon we had eight canoes along-fide, but they brought very 
few {kins, and thofe of an inferior quality; at the fame time giv
ing us to underfrand, that their frock was nearly exhaufied: they 
were part of the traders who had been with us the day before; 
fome of them had been on a fifhing party, and caught a number 
of halibut, which proved a very feafonable fupply, our fiili having 
been expended fome time. 

Hitherto all the people we had met with at thofe iflands, though 
evidently of a favage difpofition, had behaved in a quiet orderly 
manner, but this evening they gave us a convincing proof of their 
mifchievous difpofition, and that in a manner which {hewed a C011-

fiderable degree of cunning. 

The 
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The people who had got the halibut to fell, artfully prolonged 
their traffic more than was cuftomary, and endeavoured by various 
methods, to engage our attention; in the mean time, feveral canoes 
paddled flily a-fl:ern, and feeing rome ikins piled againft one of the 
€abin windows, one of the Indians thruft his fpear through it, in 
order to fteal the furs, but perceiving the noife alarmed us, they 
paddled a\vay with precipitation; hOViever, to make them fenfible 
that we were able to punifh attempts of this fort, even at a di[
tance, we fired feveral mufquets after them, but did not perceive 
that they were attended with any fatal efh:Cts. At eight o'clock, 
the extremes of the land bore from North 53 deg. WeJ1: to South 
52 deg. Eaft, about three miles diftant from {hore. During the' 
night we had light winds, and cloudy weather, .. 

It being pretty evident from ourlaft traders, that few more furs 
€ould be expeCted from this part, and the time being nearly elapfcd 
when we were to Join the King George, at N ootka Sound, Cap
tain Dixon judged it moft prudent to make the beft of his way thi
ther, efpecially as the light variable winds, with frequent i.nterven
ing calms, which now conftantly attended us, made it very pro~ 
bable, that we fhould be fome time in effecting our pm"pofe; the 
fame reafon equally operated againft our making any further pro ... 
grefs to the Northward., 

In the forenoon of the 31ft, we ftood to the South Eaft; on 
founding we ftruck the ground with a line of fixty fathom over a 
fandy bottom. At noon the Southermoft land bore South by Eail:.! 
about ten leagues diftant. Our latitude was 52 deg. 36 min, 
North. During the afternoon and night we had light ail:'), the· 
weather tolerably fine .. 
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In the forenoon of the 1ft of Auguft, V\',~ had a heavy fweII 
from the Southward. At noon we faw Cape St. James, which 
bore South 5 deg. Eafr. Our latitude was 52 deg. 10 min .. North ; 
the neareft land three leagues diftant. At eight in the evening, 
the extremes of the land bore from South 14 deg. Weft, to North 

S 4- deg. Well, two leagues difrant. 

Towards the clofe of the day, a canoe with fourteen people came 
along- fide, but they had ,{carcelyany thing to fell; they gave us to 
undcrftand, that one of their companions was dead of the wounds 
he received from our mufquets; and at the fame time endeavoured 
to 'make us fenfible, that they were not at variance with us on that 
account: indeed they came along-fide the veild without the leaft 
fear, and it is probable that the defign of their vifit was to inform 
us of .the above circumfrance. 

During the night we had confrant heavy rain, the weather thick 

.and hazy. 

In the morning of the 2-d we had a light breeze from the Eafiward, 
,the weather frill thick and hazy. At noon, Cape St. James bore 
South South Weft, about four leagues difrant. At five in the after
noon the rocks off the Cape bore South 36 deg. Weft, two leagues 
difl:ant; the weather was thick and hazy, the wind light and varia
ble, and foon afterwards it fell calm, with a heavy fwell from the 
South Eafr. Our fituation was now dangerous, for we had every 
rea[on to think, that the verrel was drifting direCtly upon the rocks., 
and the weather was fa very hazy, that we could not difcern any 
objeCt a cable's length from the ihip. A little after nine o'clock 
the fog rather difperfing, we faw the rocks off Cape St. James, 
.bearing South Wefr, within lefs than a mile of llS; on this, the 

whale-
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whale-boat and jolly-boat were hoifted out, and fent a-head to tow 
the veffel. Providentially about this time, the fwell abated, and 
the fea grew tolerably fmooth, fo that the boats were of great fer
vice. At ten o'clock we had foundings with 100 fathom line, 
over a rocky bottom: at eleven we {truck bottom with eighty-five 
fathom, and at twelve, with feventy-five fathom; afterwards we 
got no bottom with a line of 120 fathom, which gave us reafon to 
hope that we were fafely paft the rocks 

At one o'clock in the morning of the 3d, a light breeze {pring
ing up at North Eaft, the boats were hoifted in, and all the peo
ple, except the watch on deck, fent to their hammocks; but at two 
o'clo;.k, we plainly heard the furf beat againft the rocks, on which, 
the people were immediately turned up, the boats again hoif1:ed 
out, and fent to tow the veffel a-head; the weathef was thick and 
hazy, attended with confrant drizzling rain. 

At four o'clock, a freili breeze coming on from the Southward, 
the boats were again hoifted in. At five, we tacked and frood to 
th@ South Weft. At feven, we faw the rocks bearing Weft North 
Weft, about a mile diftant. The f.arenoon was thick and hazy; 
but rather clearing at eleven. o'clock, we faw the rocks bearing VvT e.Ct 
by South, five miles diftant. Our latitude at noon was 5 I deg. 
50 min. North. During the afternoon and evening, we had freOl 
breezes at South and South Weft, with hazy weather. At eight 
o'clock, Cape:: St. James bore \Veft half South, diftant five leagues; 
fa that we now concluded ourfelves well clear of that once forrr.i

dable place. 

As the iflands we have juft left proved fa uncommonly fortunate 
to us, a few remarks concerning them will, perhaps, not be un

accep-
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talk about, permitted them to come on board: they had a little 
child along with them of which they feemed particularly fond, 
and not caring to truft it with the people in their canoe, the Chief 
came on board by himfelf, leaving their tender charge with his 
wife. vVhen the poor fellow firft came on deck he was a good 
deal frightened, and began to fing and make a number of humiE
ating geftures, the intent of which was to imprefs us with a 
favourable opinion of him. By degrees he grew eary, and was pre
vailed on to go down into the cabin; having {bid there fome 
time, he came upon deck, and after fatisfying his curiofity with 
looking at various things, went into his canoe very well pleafed. 

The woman, after giving her infant a maternal kifs, -came over 
the fide without the leaH: hefitation, and when {he got on the 
qUJ.rter deck gave us to underiland that {he was only come to fee 
the veffel, and with a modeft diffidence in her looks endeavoured 
to befpeak our indulgence and periniffion for that purpofe. She 
·was neatly drefied after their fa{hion; her under garment, which 
was made of fine tanned leather, fat clofe to her body, and reached 
from her :~eck to the calf of her leg: her cloak or upper garment 
was rather coar-fer, and fat 100fe like a petticoat, and tied with 
leather ftrings. Having taken notice of every thing which feemed 
to attraCt her attention, Captain Dixon made her a prefent of a 
firing of beads for an ornament to each ear, and a number of 
buttons, with which Dle was highly pleafed, and made her ac
knovvledgments in the beft manner {he was able. She was fcarcely 
got into the canoe before a number of women flocked about her . , 
and feeing the beads in her ears began to talk very earne:fHy; moil: 
probably to tax her with incontinency, for (he immediately cIafped 
her infant to her breaft with unfpeakable fondne[s, burft into a 
flood of tears) and it was a coniiderable time before the foothings 
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of her hufhand and the apologies of her friends could bring back 
her former chearfulnefs and tranquility. 

Harmony being at length refi:ored in the canoe, the Chief held 
up his child, and endeavoured to make us fenfible that it was 
equally dear to him as his wife; intimating at the fClme time, 
that though he had received no prefent, yet he hoped we ihould 
remember his little one;_ on this Captain Dixon gave the child 
a couple of toes, which pleafed the chief wonderfully; a few but
tons were alfo difi:ribllted amongfr the other women in the canoe, 
and they left us foon afterwards, perfeEtly f..1tisfied with their 
prefents. 

To thofe who are fond of tracing human nature through all 
its various fiages, a circumftance of this [ort would be peculiarly 
pleafing, but I ihall forbear to expatiate on the fubjeCl, and lea\'.: 
thee to make t~y own comments on it. 

Though every tribe we met with at thefe iflands is governed by 
its refpeEtive Chief, yet they are divided into families, each of 
which appears to have regulations and a kind of fubordinate go
vernment of its own: the Chief ufually trades for the whole 
tribe; but I have fometimes obferved that when his method of 
barter has been difapproved of, each feparate family has claimed 
a right to difpofe of their own furs, and the Chief always C0111-

plied with this requefi:; whether or no he receives any emolument 
on thefe occafions I cannot determine. 

I often endeavoured to gain fome knowledge of their languagel 

but I never could [0 much as learn the numerals: every attempt 
1 made of the kind either cau[ed a farcafiic laugh amongil the In..; 
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dians, or was treated by them with filent contempt; indeed many 
of the tribes who vifited us, were bufied in trading the moment 
they came along fide, and hurried away as foon as their traffic was 
over: others, again, who ftaid with us for any length of time, 
were never of a communicative difpofition, but certainly ikulked 
abJut the veITel for fome evil purpofe, though they never attempted 
to board us} as we always kept the greateft part of our people on 
deck when a number of canoes were near us. If thefe circum
frances are duly confidered, I truft thC?u wilt not accufe me of in
attention, ~hough it is not in my power to give thee any fpecimen 
of the language fpoken by thefe people;. however,· from what ob
fervations I was able to make, it feems fomething fimilar to that 
of the inhabitants in Norfolk Sound. 

In addition to what I have occafionally faid, refpeEl::ing the fa
vage temper and brutal diCpofition of the people at thefe iDands, 
I cannot help remarking, that there is a kind of ferocity even in 
their manner of finging. It muft be allowed, that their fangs 
are performed with regularity, and in good time, but they are en
tirely de11:itute of that pleafing modulation and harmony of ca
dence, which we had invariably been accuftomed to hear in the 
fongs at ot,her parts of the coaft. 

The number of fea-otter frins purchafed by us at ~een Char
lotte's Hlands, was no lefs than 1,82 I, many of them very fine; 
other furs 2xe found in lefs variety here than in many other parts 
of the coait, the few racoons before mentioned, a few pine martin, 
and Lt~lr:: f..:als,' being the only kinds we Caw. Toes, at firft, were 
quite a leading article in barter; but fo great a number of traders 
req UiI:: _1 a variety of trade, and we were freq uen tly obliged to pro
duce every article in our poifeili,on, before we could pleafe our nu-

merous 
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merous friends. Thus in one fortunate month, has o~r [ucce[s 
been much greater than that probably of both ve:ffels during the 
reft of the voyage.---So uncertain is the fur trade on this inhofpi
table coafr. 

I fhall now return to our proceedings. On the morning of the 
4th we had a moderate breeze at South Weft, and cloudy weather. 
At noon we faw land, which we judged to be the main, bearing 
South 40 ,deg. Eail:, about five leagues diftant. In the afternoon" 
the wind veered to the Vveil:ward, and a beavy [well [,:::t in from 
the fame quarter, the weather thick and h~ozy. During the nig:ll: 
we hauled our wind, in order to clear the point of land to the 
Eafrward. .In the forenoon of the 5th, having frill a fr~[h ,}1 ef
terly breeze, we bore away to the South Eat}; and at four in the· 
afternoon changed our courfe to Eaft by North. The weather 
being thick and hazy, we tacked occafionally during the night. 
Early in the morning of the 6th, we made fail, and freered our 
courfe, with a frenl breeze at N orth-VI eo'1-. Our latitude at noon 
w;:ts 49 deg. 48 min. North, which was only tvvelve miles to the 
Northward of King Geo,'ge's Sound, but We were a c011fi(~:~r2.ble 
diftance to the vVeitward of it. The afternoon beins tolerably 
clear, at)lx o'clock, we faw Woody Point bearing Nonh \Veit by 
Weft, about four leagues diftant, and a fpEt ro:::~: off the point, 
North 28 deg. Weft. At eight o'clock, we haulel by the wind 
to the South Weft: during the night we baJ light airs, with 
calms by turns. The morning of the 7th was thick and foggy, 
with a heavy [well from the Wefrward, and quite calm. At ten 
o'clock a light breeze fprung up at South La.il, and the fog cleared 
up. The land at noon bore from North "\;Vt!l to Eail: South :t;:ai1, 

about two leaO'ues diCrant: the latit'.1cie was L'-9 de!!. 39 ],;1ino \ b . U 

North. The breeze continuing very light during .the Z,£L:.cnoon, 
I 
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cnr progrefs towards the found was very flow, and during the 
nigh t, we plied to the South Weft, making boards as occafion re

quired. 

The mormng of the SJh was moderate and cloudy, a light 
breeze frill at South Eait. 

A ten o'clock we faw a fail to the South Eaft, and prefently 
afterwards, a [maller veffel in company. This gave us [orne 
hopes that they might poffibly be the King George and- her long 
boat. We were !leering Eaft North Eafr, and kept on our courre, as 
we plainly raw the vefIels were bearing down upon us: on the their 
nearer approach, we found that it could not be Captain Portlock, 
as the [mall fail was much too large for his long boat. Various 
now were our conjeCtures who they could be, or what country 
they came from; and Captain Dixon wiihing to be fatis5.ed in this 
particular, gave orders to tack, and fire a gun to leeward. The fmall 
vefIel immedtatelyanfwered this fignal, and hoifted our Company's 
colours: by twelve o'clock they ft~okt us, and we learned, to our 
great joy, that they were from London, and fitted out by our 
Owners. Tbe fhip was called the Prince of Wales, Captaill Col
linett; and the floop, the Princefs Royal, Captain Duncan. 

\\T e had the pleafure of hearing in general, that our friends in 
England were in good health; but f:wof us bad fuch particulars 
as could have been wifhed fur, as (by fame miftake or other) we 
were cp::Cted to arrive in LOI_ldon river the latter end of this [earon. 

Thefe veffels left England in September, 1786, and had [ettled 
a faCtory at Statens land, for the purpo[e of colleCting leal fkin and 
oil; from thence they had made the bert of their way to KinlJ" 
G~orgc's Sound, without touching at any other place. Durin~ 

fo 
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[0 long a paifage, the {curvy had got a great height among them, 
and though providentially no lives had been 10ft, yet many of their 
pe:ople recovered very flowly. 

On our enquiry what comofe they fteered after doubling Cape 
, Horn, we were iEformed that they crofTed the line about 116 deg. 

Weft longitude. In this fituation they fell in with light baffling 
winds and frequent calms, attended with clofe gloomy fultry 
weather, and much rain, which certainly occafioned the very fe
vere ficknefs that had prevailed amongfl: them. 

We croKed the line in April, 1786, n;;arly in the [arne longi
tude, and met with light variable winds and gloomy we;:ther, 'tiB 
we ihetched confiderably to the Weftward, when we again had a 
regular trade-wind. Thefe circumftances evidently {hew that fuch 
a conrfe ought to be avoided; and Captain Dixon obferved tlwt ii: 
would be by far the beft for all "eifels bound to the I\~ o1'th-vv de 
co ail: of America, after doubling Cape Horn, to Heel' diiCCtly for 
the Marque{as; there they might obtain refrefhments, and at the 
fume time would be fo well to the Wefrvvard, that in the farther 
profecution of their voyage, he had every reafon to think, they 
would efcape thofe climates which we had experimentally found to 
be fo very unhealthy. 

Mr. John Etches, brother to our managing owner, (who was 
,on board. the Prince of \Vales) informed me that they :Cad been 
near a month in King George's Sound, but had done very little 
bufinefs, having found a {hip there called the Imperial Eagle, 
commanded by a Captain Berkley. S~1e failed from Ofrcnd the 
latter end of November, 1786, and arrived at King George',:> 
Sound near a month before the Prince of "Vales and Princefs Royal. 

Clptait1 
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Captain Berkely frequently boaftcd to Mr. Etches what an ex
celLl1t cargo of fkins he had purchafed, and indeed there is fome 
[caton to fuppo[e th.;t he had been tolerably fuccefsful from the 

following circumftance. 

Two veffels from Bombay were at King George's Sound in the 
[ummer of 1786, and left one of their people behind; this mall 
\vas found here by Captain Berkely, who gave the follovving ac

count of him. 

CC His name is John M'Key; he was born in Ireland, and went 
I to Bombay in the Eafl: India Company's fervice. Two veffels 

(viz. the Captain Cook, Captain Loric; :ilid the Experiment, Cap
t:1in Guif,;;) were fitting out in 1785, on ai1 expedition to the 
North W dl coaa of America; that he engaged on board the 
Captain Cook as Surgeon. They [ai;cd from Bombay th@ 28th of 
l'Tovember, 1785, and arrived at King George's Sound the 27th 
of June, 1786. That being very ill of a purple fever he was 
left behind' for the recovery of his health, at the requeft of Mr. 
Strange, the SUFercargo to both veffels. 1\111'. Strange defired him 
to learn the language and to ingratiate himitM with the natives, 
fo that if any other vefTels D-lOuld touch there he might prevent 
them from pUl"chafing any furs, promiung at the [arne tIme to 
return for him the eil[u':n:~ [prins' That the two veiTels procured 
600 primt;; fea C'lc::r lkins during their Hay here, and left the Sound 
the 27th of July, intenJing to fail for Coo;.;.'s River. That the 
~;G~ Ott;;;, C~ll)tain Hanna, from China, arrived at King GeQrge's 
Sound in j.,ugl1J, 17;)6, a:1d that Captain Hanna offered to take 
him on board, which he rdufed, alledging, that he began to relifh 
,l;-ied fi[h and whale oil, waS i~-itisfi-::d w:'th his way of life, and 
per£(;;[dy contented to Hay 'till nc:xt ye:1f, when l-le had no d0ubt 

of 
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of Mr. Strange fending for him: that Capt~in 'Hanna left the 
Sound in September. That the natives had ihipped him of his 
doaths, and obliged him to adopt their mode of dre[s and filthi
ne[s of manners; and that he was now a perfeCt maHer of their 
language, and well acquainted with their temper and difpofition. 
He had made frequent incqrfions into the interior PTts of the 
country about King George's Sound, and did not think any part 
of it was the Continent of 4merica, but a chain of detached 
iflands. 

Mr. Etches (from whom I had tl1is intelligence) aIfured me that 
no great dependance could be placed on M'Key's ftory, he being 
a very ignorant young fellow, and frequently contradicting him
felf; but that entire credit might be given to that part of it re
fpecting his adopting the manners of the natives, as he was equally 
fiovenly and dirty with the filthieft of them all. His knowledge of 
the language was greatly !hort of what he boafted; neither was 
he very contented in his fituation, for he gladly embraced Captain 
Berkley's offer of taking him on board, and feemed delighted to, 

-think he was going to leave fo uncomfortable a place: however, 
admitting him to be poIfefied of but an ordinary capacity, he cer
tainly muft be better acquainted with the people here, from more 
than a year's refidence amongft them, than any occafional vifitor 

, could pollibly be; and there can be no doubt but that Captain 
Berkley found him extremely ufeful in managing his traffic with 
the natives. 

Our meeting with thefe veIfels was very fOftunate, both on their 
account and OUf own. What we learnt from them rendered it en
tirely ufelefs for us to make King George's Sound, and Prince 
William's Sound being their next deftination, we not only could 
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inform them that nothing could be expected from that quarter, but 
at the fame time point out the likeliefi fituations where furs might 
be procured; and Captain Dixon urged them by all means to 
make the N. E. fide of ~een Charlotte's Hlands, and the oppofite 
land, which we judged to be the main. 

In the evening of the 8th, Mr. Etches and both the Captains 
came on board us, and {bid all night; in order to Iofe no time 
in procuring a chart of the coaft, and in procuring every infor
mation in our power. Duringthe afternoon and night we lay to,. 
and at times made occafional boards, as fuited our conveniency for 
keeping company, and to be at a proper diftance from the land. 

At nine o'clock in the morning of the 9th, we parted company 
with our new' brothers in trade, faluting them with three hearty 
cheers, and wilhing them fuccefs at Ieaft equal to our own. My 
next {hall be a few general remarks concerning the coaft. Adieur 
Thine) 

0FF KING GEORGE'S SOUND, 1 
Auguft 9th• .s 

W.B.-

LETTER XXXVIII .. 

As we are now taking our final reave of the American coaft" 
- a few remarks concerning it, in addition to what I have 

occafionally [aid) will, perhaps, not be unacceptable to thee. 

Before 



NORTH-WEST COAST OF AIVIERICA. 

Before Captain Cook's Iaft voyage to the Pacific Ocean, this' 
part of the coaft was little known. The celebrated Ruffian navi
gator, Beering, in the year 1741, fell in with the land in the 
latitude 58 deg. 28 min. North, and anchored in 59 deg. 18 min. 
But the account which is publifhed of his voyage is very imper
feCt and inaccurate. 

The Spaniards too, are probably well acquainted with the coaft 
a little to the Southward of King George's Sound, and about Cape 
Edgcombe, at both which places they anchored in 1775; and I 
have reafon to think that their knowledge of this part of the con
tinent is confined to thofe particular fituations. 

What has been already [aid will {hew that the principal places 
afcertained with accuracy by Captain Cook, were King George's 
and Prince William's Sounds, and the river named after him; and 
no doubt it was from the plenty of furs he found in thofe har
bours that this trade was firft fet on foot. Our rivals from the 
Indies certainly drew their informat;on from the fame fource; and 
tl1is, in fome refpects, has not been unlucky on our fide; for they, 
not expecting to meet with furs in any other places than thofe, 
mentioned by Cook, quietly fat down with what they could get, 
in thofe harbours, and confequently we had to feek for other re
fources, or return home empty handed. By this means we fell in 
with ~en Charlotte's Hlands, which (as I have already 111ewn) 
furpalfed our moft fanguine expectations, and afforded a greater 
quantity of furs than, perhaps, any place hitherto known, 

That we have made confiderable additions to the geography 
of this coaft, cannot be denied, yet much remains to be done; in
deed, fo imperfectly do we ftill know it, that it is in fome meafnre ' 
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to be doubted whether we have yet feen the main land; certain it 
is that the coaft abounds with Wands, but whether any land 'l.f)~ 

have been near is really the continent, remains to be determined by 
future navigators: Thus much we can venture to affirm, (and 
which is of thefirjl confequence to this undertaking) that the fur 
trade is inexhauftible wherever there are inhabitants, and they 
(experience tells u.s) are not confined to any particular fituation~ 
but are fcattered in tribes all along the coaft, which (as far as· 
concerns future traders to examine) extends from 40 to 6 I deg, .. 
North latitude; and from 126 to 155 deg. Weft longitude .. 

~ . 
This vaft country (with very little deviation) has the appear;.... 

ance of one continued fordl, being covered with pines of different 
fpecies, and thefe intermixed with alder, birch, witch-hazle, &c~ 
be fides various kinds of brufh-wood; and the vallies· and, low 
grounds, which are expofed to the fun, and iheltered from the 
\\oind, afford wild currants, goofeberries, railierries,. and various. 
other flowery fhrubs. The foil on the hills is a kind of compoft7 

confifiing of f<?tten mofs and old decayed {fees. This is frequently' 
walhed down into the vallies by the fudden melting o.f the fnow" 
and there incorporating with a light fand, forms a foil in which 
moil: of our garden produCtions. might be cultivated with fuccefs .. 

The climate, as may be expeCted, is various but; I do not 
think it fo temperate even in King George's Sound as in England', 
for the hills of a moderate height are perpetually covered with:. 
fil0W. 

I have already enumerated the various kinds of birds and ma
rine produCtions we have met with. What account I can give of 
the quadrupeds thou maycil: colleCt from the various ikins pur-

chafed 



NORTH-WEST COAST OF AMERICA. !!37 

chafed by us. The only animals we faw amongft the native~, were 1787-

dogs, they are of the wolf kind, very large, and appear quite do
mefticated. There is little doubt of variety of metals and mine-
rals being found here. I have already obferved,~that we found a 
vein of coals in Cook's River. The paint ufed by the natives in 
daubing their faces and bodies, appears chiefly to be black lead 
and red oker; and we frequently faw large circular wreaths of 
copper both at Norfolk Sound and Queen Charlotte's Hlands,. 
which did not appear to be foreign manufacture, but twifted into 
that £hape by the natives themfelves, to wear as an ornament about 
the neck. 

What number of inhabitants this extent of coaft may contain" 
is not eafy to determine with any degree of certainty; but from 
a moderate computation, there cannot be lefs than .1O,OOO; in
deed, appearances might warrant the conjeaure of their being 
confiderably more, as the women appear very prolific, (every tribe 
we faw having numbers of young children) and the people are to
tally free from that long catalogue of difeafes, which luxury and 
intemperance have introduced amongft more civilized nations. 
Eut then it muft be remembered, that neighbouring tribes are 
generally at war with each other, and thefe commotions, both 
from the nature of their weapons, and the favage diipofition of 
the people, muft be attended with fatal confequences; befides) 
there is reafon to fuppofe that numbers are loft at rea, as they go> 
out to a very confiderable diftance a fiihing" and {hoald bad wea
ther fuddenly come on, it is impoffible for their canoes to live .. 
Thefe circumftances certainly tend to depopulate the country, and: 
in forne meafure account for its being fo thinly inhabited~ 

The 
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The people in general are about the middle fize, theft' limbs 
{haight, and tolerably well-ihaped; many of the older people are 
:rather lean, but I never faw one perfon who could be called cor
pulent amongf1: them: both fexes are remarkably difringuifhed 
by high prominent cheek bones and fmall eyes. A love of dirt 
:and filth is univerfally predominant all over the coaft. In regard 
to their complexion, it is no eafy matter to determine what caft 
that is; but if I may .i lldge from the few people I faw tolerably 
clean, thefe Indians are very little darker than the Europeans in 
general. 

The hair of both fexes is long and black, and would be an or
nament to them, were it not for the large quantities of greafe and 
red oker conftantly rubbed into it, which not only gives it a.dif
gufiing appearance, but affords a never-failing harbour for ver
min. Sometimes, indeed, the women keep their hair in decent 
order, parting it from the forehead to the crown, and tying it be
hind after the manner of a club. 

The young men have no beards, and I was at firfl: inclined to 
think that this arofe from a natural want of hair on that part, 
but I was foon undeceived in this particular, for all the men we 
faw, who were advanced in years, had beards all over the chin, 
and fome of them whiikers on each fide the upper lip. 

As this fllppofed defet1 amongft the natives of America has oc
cafioned much fpeculative enquiry amongfl: the learned and inge
nious, I took every opportunity of learning how it was occafioned, . 
and was given to underil:and, that the young men got rid of their 
beards by plucking them out, but that as they advance in years, 
the hair is fuffered to grow. 

In 
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In their drefs, there is little variety; the men generally wearing 
coats lfuch as I have already defcribed) made of fuch fkins as 
fancy fuggefis, or their fuccef., in hunting furnifhes them with, 
and fometimes the loofe cloak thrown over the {houlders, and 
tied with fmall leather firings. Befides this, fome of the more ci
vilized fort" particularly thofe in Cook's River, wear a fmall piece 
of fur tied round the waifr, when the heat of the day caufes them, 
to throw their coat afide, or they are difpofed to fell it. The drefs 
of the women differs in [orne refpeEts from that of the men: their 
under garment is made of fine tanned leather, and covers the 
body from the neck to the anele, being tied in different parts to 
make it fit clofe: over this is tied a piece of tanned leather like 
an apron, and which reaches no higher than the waift; the upper 
garment is made in much the fame manner as the men's coats, 
and generally of tanned leather, the women not caring to wear 
furs, as they were always unwilling to be firipped of their gar
ments, which, iliould they happen to be worth purchafing, their 
huiliands alway infifted on their being fold; indeed, the deport
ment of the women in general was decent, modeft, and becom.
mg. 

It might be imagined, that the children of thefe favages would' 
enJoy the free and unreftrained ufe of their limbs from their ear
lieft infancy; this, however, is not altogether the cafe: three 
pieces of bark are faftened together, fo as to form a kind of chair, 
the infant, after being wrapped in furs, is put into this chair, and 
la!hed fo clofe, that it cannot alter its pofture even with firuggling; 
and the chair is fo contrived, that when a mother wants to feed her 
child, or give it the breaft,. there is no occauon to releafe it from 
its !hackles. 80ft mofs is ufed by the Indian nurfe to keep her 
child clean; but little regard is paid to this article, and the pOOl' 

infants 
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infants are often terribly excoriated, nay, I have frequently [eell 
boys of fix or feven years old, whore pofteriors have born cyident 
marks of this neglect in their infancy. 

Ornaments feem to differ in' particular places more than dre[s; 
for infbnce---the aperture, or fecond mouth, a little above the 
chin, {eelTIs confined to the men of Cook's River and Prince 
William's Sound; whiHl: the wf)oden ornament in the under lip 
is wore by the women only, in that part of the coaft from Port 
Mulgrave to' ~en Charlotte's Hlands. 

Beads are held in much greater eftimation in the harbours firft 
mentioned than any where eIre within our obfervation. Thefe or
naments were undoubtely introduced here by the Ruffians, who 
have conftantly traded with thefe people for many years paft, and 
beads have been generally ufed in barter, fo that if we make this 
a rule for judging how far the Ruffians have had a direct inter
courfe on the coaft, it will appear that they have not been to the 
Eaftward of Cape Hinchinbrook: and I think this conjecture far 
from improbable. 

There is at leaft two or three different languages fpoken on the 
co aft, and yet probably they are all pretty generally underftood; 
though if we may credit the old Chief at ~en Charlotte's IDands, 
his people were totally ignorant of that fpoke by the inhabitlmts 
to the Eaftward, and which wejudged to be the continent: they 
all appear uncouth and difficult to pronounce; yet thol1gh they 
abound in confonants, the words have rather a labial and dental, 
than a guttural pronunciation: however~ I {hall fubjoin the nu
merals u[ed by the natives of Prince William's Sound, Norfolk 
Bound, and King George'i Sound, which will give thee a better 

idea 
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idea of thefe different languages than any defcription of mine can 
poffiily do;, at the [arne time let me obferve, that thofe ufed at 
King George's Sound were furni£hed me by a friend whom I met 
with on ~board the Prince of Wales, otherwife thou mighteft 
wonder at my prefumption in fending thee the language of a place 
I never faw. 

Prince WIlliam's Sound 
Norfolk Sound. King George's Sound,,, and Cook's River. 

On~ Afrhlenach Tlaafch Sorwock. 
CJ'wo Malchnach Taafcn Athlac 
Cf'hree Pinglulin Noofch. Catfa 
Four Staachman Tackoon: Moo: 
Five Talchman, Keichin Soutcha' 
Six Inglulin Ctletufchuih NoctpoG' 

Seven 1 td t 
Takatufchu!h; Athlapoo 

cou no 
Ei ht " . N oofchatufchu!h Athlaquelf: 

g be afcertamed. 
Nine Koofchufhl Sarvacquell 
'Ten Coolin. Chincart .. HighhQo. 

Thefe numerals are {pelt as near the mode of pronunciation as 
J: poffibly can, and yet it is. not in my power to fpeak them any 
thing. like the natives.. In. regard to pronunciation, the inhabi
tants of Cook's, River are the moil: perfect I ever met with or 
heard of;- they will repeat the moil: difficult. Englifh words, with 
great eafe, and particularly thofe that begin or endwith th~ .though, 
Europeans, in general are unable to do. it., 

I have ali-eady given tliee [orne defcription of· the canoes in 
general, and I £hall jufl: add, that the fmall ones in Cook's River 
are, about eighteen,or nineteen feet long, and curved at each end",. 

H.h. fome:: 
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fomething like the neck of a violin; they are conftructed of ribs 
of 'flend{(r lath, and covered with feal {kins. Their hunting and 
fiiliing implements are faftened with {haps on the outfide of the 
·canoe, fo as to be laid hold of the moment the hunter fees his 
prey. The fingle canoes are rowed with fmall double bladed 
paddles~ and are managed by thefe people with great dexterity. 

Befides the ornaments already mentioned, the Indians are very 
fond of ma!ks or vifors, and various kinds of caps, all of which 
are painted with different devices, fuch as birds, beafts, fiilies, 
and fometimes reprefentations of the human face; they have 
likewife many of thefe devices carved in wood, and fom~ of them 
far from being ill executed. 

There curiofities feem to be greatly valued, and are carefully 
packed in neat fquare baxes, that they may the more conveniently 
be carried about. 

Whenever any large party came to trade, thefe trea[ures were 
firil praduced, and the principal perfans dreifed out in all their 
finery before the finging commenced. In additian to this, the 
Chief (who always canduCts the vocal concert) puts on a large 
caat, made of the elk !kin, tanned, round the lower part of which 
is one, or fametimes two rows of dried berries, or the- beaks of 
birds, which make a rattling noire whenever he moves. In his 
hand he has a rattle, or m.ore cammonly a contrivance to an[wer 
the [arne end, which is .of a circular form, about nine inches in 
diameter, and made .of three fmall ilicks bent round at different 

/ 

difrances from each other: great numbers .of birds beaks and dried 
berries are tied ta this curiaus inilrument, which is {hook by the 
Chief with great glee, and in his opinian makes no {mall addition 
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to the concert. Their fongs generally confift of feveral fianzas, 
to each of which is added a chorus. The beginning of each ftanza 
is given out by the Chief alone, after which both men and women 
join and fing in octaves, beating time regularly with their hands, 
or paddles: meanwhile the Chief lliakes his rattle, and makes a 
thoufand ridiculous gefticulations, finging at intervals in different 
notes from the reft; and Jhis mirth generally continues near half 
an hour without intermiffion. 

I {hall here write down, in notes, a fong which I often heard 
whilft we lay in Norfolk Sound: my knowledge of the fcience is 
fo very fuperficial that I can fay but very little as to its accuracy;. 
however, it will ferve to convey a better idea of the mufic ufed on 
the Arr.erican coaft than any other mode of defcription can do;. 
at the fame time it lliould be obferved, that they have a great va
rietyof tunes) but the method of performing them is univerfally 
the fame. 

Whether or no they make ufe of any hieroglyphics to perpetuate 
the memory of events, I cannot fay, though their numerous draw
ings of birds and fillies, and their carved reprefentations of ani
mals and human faces, might, perhaps, warrant a fuppofition of 
the kind. Many of thefe carvings are well proportioned, and ex
ecuted with a confiderable degree of ingenuity, which appears 
rather extraordinary amongft a people fo remote from civilized 
refinement. But then we muft confider that this art is far from 
being in its infancy; a fondnefs for carving and fculpture was 
difcovered amongft thefe people by Captain Cook: iron implements 
were then alfo in ufe; and their knives are fo very thin that they 
bend them into a variety of forms, which anfwer their every pur
pofe nearly as well as if they had recourfe' to' a carpenter's tool 

Hhz £~~ 
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cheft. At what period iron was introduced on this coaft is very 
uncertain, but it muft doubtlefs be a confiderable time ago; and 
I may venture to arlert that their implements are not of Englifh 
manufacture, fo that their is little doubt of their being obtained 
from the Ruffians. The only implement I faw, (iron excepted) 
was a toe made of jaJPer, the "fame as thofe ufed by the New 
Zealanders. 

The ingenuity of thefe people is not confined to devices in 
wood, or drawings on bark; they manufaCture a kind of variegated 
blanket or cloak, fomething like our horfe cloths; they do not 
appear to be wove, but made entirely by hand, and are neatly 
finHhed: I imagine thefe cloaks are made of wool colleCted from 
the ikins of beafis killed in the chace; they are held in great efti
mation, and only wore on extraordinary occafions. 

Befides the {kin coats and cloaks wore in common,. they have 
large coats purpofely for war, made of the elk ikiu, tanned, and 
wore double, fometimes threefold. Their weapons are fpears fixed 
to a pole fix or eight feet long, and a kind of iliort dagger, whIch 
is wore in a leather cafe, and tiecl. round the body: to this dagger 
a leather thong is faftened, at the end of which is a hole for the 
middle finger~ the leather is afterwards twifted round the wrift, 
in order to fix the dagger firm in the hand; fo that the warrior 
lofes his weapon oRly with his life. 

Food in the winter fea[on confifts chiefly of dried fiili, but when 
the time of hunting comes Gn, they have greater variety, amongft 
which broiled feal feems to be reckoned a moil: delicious repafl:; 
they fometimes offered us pieces of it, and on our refufing this 
.dainty, always looked at us with a mixture of aftoniiliment and 

contempt. 
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;,Contempt. In the [pring, or rather fummer, here are variety of 
herbs which the natives eat with great relifh; and in Norfolk 
Sound, we faw the wild lilly root in abundance. Though thefe 
poor favages are in their general manners truly in a fiate of un
cultivated barbarifm, yet in one inftance they can boaft of a re
finement equal to that of more polite nations, and that is gaming, 
which is carried on here to as great a pitch (comparatively fpeak
ing) as at any of our moderate fafhionable clubs. The only gam
ing implements I raw, were fifty-two fmall round bits of wood, 
about the fize of your middle finger, and differently marked with 
red paint. A game is played by two perfons with thefe pieces of 
wood, and chiefly confifts in placing them in a variety of pofi-

. tions, but I am unable to defcribe it minutely. The man whom 
I before mentioned our having on board at Port Mulgrave, loft a 
knife, a fpear, and feveral toes at this game in lefs than an hour: 
though this lofs was at leaft equal to an Englifh gamefter lofing 
his eftate, yet the poor fellow Dore his ill-fortune with great pa
tience and equanimity of temper. 

Time is calculated by moons, and remarkable events are re
membered with eafe for one generation, but whether for any longer 
period is very doubtful. 

Sea otter frins are the ftaple commodity in the fur trade, the 
other varieties we have met with I have before enumerated, and I 
was informed by Mr. Etches, that King George's Sound produced 
as many different forts of frins as Cook's River: I have a1fo 
taken notice of the articles moft acceptable in barter, and filall 
only- add on that head~ that copper is almoft the only article in 
requeft at King George's Sound; and though faws are obvioufiy 
of the greateft ufe to the Indialls, yet we found them fo little va-
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1787. lued, that they would fcarcely take a faw for a feal fkin; but time 
Anguft. and ufe will no doubt teach them the value both of thefe and other 
~ 

utenfils left by us on the coaft. 

~ 

I have now taken notice of every circumftance refpecting thefe 
people that fell within my immediate obfervation. I might indeed 
fpin my letter into a volume, with notions merely conjectural;. 
fuch as the origin of thefe people, from what country they firft 
emigrated, &c. &c. but as conjectures are fometimes partiaI~ 

often uncertain, and therefore inconclufive, I am Cure thou wilt 
be pleafed that I do not trouble thee with any thing of the kind~ 
and wilt perhaps think me fufficiently tedious already-fo that I 
fhall conclude, with. perfeCt. affurances of unalterable efteem and 
attachment, thine, &c. 

DATED AT SEA,} 
A uguft J 5th. 

LET T E R XXXIX. 

H A V I N G already given thee every information in my power' 
refpeCting the dreary and inhofpitable American coaft, 1 

ihall return to our proceedings on board., I hav·e already obferv- ' 
ed, that we parted with our new friends in the morning of the' 
9th of Auguft, they freefing for Q!!een Charlotte's Hlands, and 
we {baping our courfe for Sandwich Hlands, in far better fpirits. 

than 
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thrn when we left the coaft laft year. At 10 o'clock, Woody 
Point bore North by Eaft 7 leagues diftant; our latitude at noon 
was 49 deg. 30 min. and the longitude 12~ deg. 10 min. Weft. 

From this to the 12th, we had a frefh fieady breeze at North 
Weft, with moderate weather. Our latitude at noon on the 12th, 
was 44 deg. 22 min. North; and 13 I deg. S9 min. Weft longi
tude. 

From the 12th to the 15th, we had chiefly light variable winds, 
with calms by turns. Early in the morning of the 16th, a frefh 
breeze again {prung up at North North Weft. OUf latitude at 
n0011 was 41 deg. 41 min. and the longitude by lunar obfervation, 
131 deg. Weft. 

For fome days paft, we had feen an innumerable quantity of 
curious animal and vegetable fubftances floating on the water, 
called by failors, Portugueze men of war; the bottom part is about 
two inches long, oVGll, and of a purple colour; the upper part is 
quite thin and expanded, nearly in the fhape of a fan. We found 
the variation of the compa[s here 16 deg. 16 min. Eafterly. OUf 
latitude at noon on the 17th, was 40 deg. 8 min. North; and the 
longitude 133 deg. 26 min. Weft. 

The wind hauled gradually to the Northward and Eafiward, and 
by the 21ft we might be faid to have a regular North Eaft trade: 
our latitude at noon \'Vas 34 deg. 28 min. North; and the longitude 
by lunar obfervation 136 deg. 20 min. Vveft. The wind continued 
prettyconfiant at North-Eaft, aud the weather in general moderate 
and fine. 

On 
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On the zd 'of September, being i~ 20 deg. 1 min. North fati:
tude and 150 deg. 3 min. Weft longitude, we fteered due Weft, in. 
order to· make Owhyhee, the principal of the Sandwich Iflands·. 

Our latitude at noon on the 3d was 19 deg. 55 min. North" 
and our longitude, being the mean of feveral fets lunar obferva
tions, 152 deg. 9 min. WeiL 

At fix o'clock in the morning of the 5th we faw o-whyhee; whicli~ 
_bore from South South Weft to Weft, one-fourth N orth"about four-· 
teen leagues diil:ant; the latitude at noon was 20' deg'. 4 min. and 
the longitude, by lunar obfervation,. 154 deg; 4'1 min. Weft. The 
breeze growing light, we could. not fetch the land. by day-light, fo· 
that at fix o'clock we hauled our wind to the Northward,.making; 
oce.afional boards during the night .. 

This paffage, from the American coaff to Owhyhee, has beem 
by far the moil: favourable of any we have experienced during the.: 
voyage;- we have' performed it in lefs than· a mGnth, whereas we ex.:.· 
petted to have- been at leaft five weeks: however, we had frelli. 
reafon ·to admire the goodnefs of Providence, which had been witlli 
us during the whole of our voyage, and more particularly in- this;. 
inil:ance, for the fcurvy had already made a rapid progrefsamongft~ 
the {hip's company, fcarcely a perron on board being free from.its-.• 
baneful influence, and feveral of our people rendered incapable of: 
doing their duty, fo that had the paffage hither. been' long~ amI.. 
tedious; it doublefs would have proved fatal' to many of US;. not~· 

withil:anding every antifcorbutic on board w-as· adminiftered in the~ 
moll liberal manner; but the hope of fpeedily procuring freih, 
pork and vegetables now infufed.m:w. life and vigour into. everI.' 
per[on •. 

I:ihalL 
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I {hall juft obferve here, that our people, while on the coait, had 
falted large quantities of halibut, and always eat it in preference 
to the !hip's beef and pork. Whether or no their devouring this 
faIt fi!h, at no kind of allowance, might accelerate the fcorbutic 
complaint, I leave to the faculty to determine. 

But to return.---At {even o'clock in the morning of the 6th we 
bore away to the Weil:ward, and feeing a number of canoes 
coming from the land, we have to in order to trade with them: 
the people brought great plenty of fmall hogs and potatoes, and 
were as fond as ever of iron, though we were afraid that the Im
perial Eagle, and feveral of the Bengal !hips, touching here, wou1d 
have been prejudicial to the trade. 

By ten o'clock a vail: number of canoes were along-fide us, and 
the Indians traded very eagerly, many of them climbing up the 
filip's fide for that purpofe, and numbers merely to gratify their 
curiofity, and look for any thing they could run away with. One 
of this laft defcription, watching his opportunity whilil: all of us 
were bufily engaged with the traders, fnatched a poker from the 
Armourer's forge and jumped over board with it. We called to him 
repectedly to bring it back, but all in vain, the fellow [warn off 
with it, and feemed remarkably well pleafed with his acquifition: 
prefently one of the canoes picked him up, and they paddled away 
for the !hare. On this our Captain determined to make an 
example of him, and the more fa, as if he was fufferecl to efcape 
with impunity, we ihould find it impoffible to ti-ade with [ueh 
a multiplicity of people, without being continually fnbjeCt to their 
depredations: on which [everal muikets were fired at the thief, 
and, we pre[ent1r raw that he was very feverely wounded, by ~is 
bleeding profufely. After fome time, his companions were per-

Ii fu~d 
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fuaded to bring him along-fide, and we got him on board. The 
ball had ftruck his under-jaw, anl hurt part of the upper-lip. 
OUf Surgeon dreffed the wound in the beft manner he was able, 
and we fent the poor fellow a way; but before he left us, he pe
titioned the Captain for a toe, and received it. 

The Indians were not in the leaft intimidated by this circum
fiance, but traded with us prefently afterwards,- as if nothing had 
happened. 

It was not our Captain's intention to anchor at this ifland, 
but ply off and on occafionally, in order to procure a good fupply 
of hogs and vegetables, and all the line we could meet with, thi-s 
part of Owhyhee affording great plenty of fiihing-lines, which we 
had found, by experience, to be particularly ufeful in making ropes 
for various purpofes. 

At noon we faw Mowee, the Eaft end of which bore North 
56 deg. Weft, about twelve leagues diftant, and the extremes of 
Owhyhee, from South 76 deg. Weft to North 30 deg. Eaft, about 
eight miles diftant from ihore: our latitude was 20 deg. 17 min. 
North. 

The weather during the 7th being moderate, we plied occafi
,mally, as beft fuited our conveniency for trading with the people,.. 
who kept fupplying us with hogs and vegetables; fo that by the 
evening we had got an ample fupply of provifions. 

At fix o'clock in the morning of the 8th, having a freih EafterLy 
breeze and fine weather, we frood along the ihore, for the Weiter
moD: point of the iiland, which at noon bore South, about fiv.e 
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leagues diftant, and our diftance from {hore about four miles: a 
number of canoes followed us, but being"favoured with a fre{h 
fteady breeze, we foon left them behind. About one o'clcck, be
ing well in with the South-Weft point, we hove to, in order to. 
give the people an opportunity of trading for curiofities, our Cap
tain having given them liberty for that purpofe. A vaft number 
of canoes came along-fide us from this part of the Wand, and we 
purchafed a good quantity of line for the {hip's ufe. At three 
o'clock we made fail, and bore up for Whahoo, that being the 
place Captain Dixon intended to wood and water at. At fix o'clock 
the fmall ifland Tahoura, bore North 60 deg. Weft, about 8 leagues 
diftant. In the evening the breeze frefhening, we double-reefed 
the topfails and mainfail, and at ten o'clock hauled our wind to the 
Southward, it not being"prudent to run in the night. At five o'clock 
in the morning of the 9th we wore and made fail; the weather was 
fine, with a frefh Eafrerly breeze, which continued during the for
mer part of the day, but afterwards we had light baRing wind£, 
"'ith calms by turns. At noon, the V\le~ end of Ran8.i bore 
North 10 deg. VVeft, about ten miles diftant. Durin~ the after
noon we had feveral canoes from Ranai along-fide, which brought 
us a number of fi{hing-lines, but little befides: thefe we pur
chafed with fmall toes. 

At fix o'clock a bluff-head on the Weft fide of Ranai, much re
fembling Beachy-Head, bore North 6 deg. Ea[t, five miles diirant. 
In the evening we had feveral heavy fqualls, which caufed us to 
clofe-reef the top fails, and fingle-reef the main fail ; but about mid
night the weather grew moderate, and Cit day-light in the morn
ing of the loth, we ret all fail on feeing vVhahoo right a-head. 
We were favoured with a freth Eafterly breeze, and by half pail:: 
eleven o'clock, being well into the bay we formerly anchored in, 
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we came to with the beft bower, in eight and a half fathom water, 
over a fandy bottom interfperfed with rocks. The extremes of the 
bay bore from South 80 deg. Eaft, to South 68 deg. Weft, about 
two miles diftant from {hore. 

Our intention was to ftay here no longer than was neceffary to 
procure wood and water, as we knew from fad experience that it 
was fcarcely pallible to lay here for any length of time without 
injuring our cables, not only on account of the foul bottom, but 
from the heavy fwell conftantly fetting into the bay at South 
Eait. 

There was feveral canoes along-fide, fome of which we fent on 
fuore for water; but few of the people brought any, faying that 
every thing was tabooed. 

During the afternoon our people were employed in fetting up 
the rigging fore and aft. Towards the evening our vifitants were 
pretty numerous, but they confifted chiefly of females who came 
along-fide, expeCting to get huibands for the night, fo thatt hough 
we at prefent were reftriCted from nece£fary articles, yet thofe who 
were difpofed to folace themfelves with the chearful Whahoo dam
(eis, had no reafon to repine. In the morning of the 11th our 
old friend the Prieft, with his ufual attendants, paid us a vifit. 
From him we learnt that the King propofed paying us a vifit, be
fore the natives were allowed to furni{h us with water or provifions. 
Accordingly, about noon Teereteere came on board, attended by a 
number of Chiefs, and his nephew Myaro, whofe {hape and figure 
1 had fo greatly admired when -lafl at this place. He was grown 
irather ftouter than whenI raw him laft, but his !kin was C0yered 
n feveral places with a kind of white fcurf, which at firft I ima-

2 gined 
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gined to be the effect of his drinking ava. On afking him about 
it, he told me that it was a breaking out very common amongft 
them; and fo far from being occafioned by drinking ava, that it 
was a crime for [0 young a perfon as himfdf to touch it. 

The King brought a fine hog and fome cocoa-nuts as a prefent:
but it was evident that he meant to regulate his conduct towards 
us by the receptjon we gave him, and that we might expe,':t our 
wants fupplied in proportion as he applOved of our prefents: he 
enquired repeatedly after Captain Portlock, and appeared very anxi-
ous to fee him. Myaro, and fevcral of the Chiefs a1ked after Pia ... 
pia, and feemed well pleafed to hear of his being at Atoui. 

, 

After Teereteere had fatisf1ed his curiofity, and Captain Dixon: 
made him a prefent of fome toes and oti1i::f trifling aI t~cles, he went
on fuore; and we prefently found the good effects of our bounty, 
great numbers of the natives flocking to us with water, fo that byi 
fun-fet we had filled fourteen butts. 

By day-light in the morni.ng of the I lth, we were furrounded by 
canoes full of water, fa that the remainder of our empty ca.il.;::.; vvere 
prefently filled, arid many of the poor Indians emptied their gourds 
into the fea, when they found we had no occafion for any more. 
Our next object was to procure wood, which our f ':";11(lS no fooner 
knew than they paddled away for the more, and ia le[s than an 
hour began to fupply us very brifkly. They alfo brought a great 
quantity of fruit, fomewhat rcfembling a neEtarine, and VI h1Ch I 
had not noticed when laft at this iiland: they eat ve:' I' agl eeably, 
and are cool, juicy, and refreihing. The ];,;}Cl'ICS ~']pPJir:u us but 
fparingly with hogs and vegetables, h~c vve had not tIJ.i:' lc-<~ want 
of either, the fupply we got at Owhyhee being far from eXl;.:.nded. 

About 
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About noon Teereteere and his attendants paid us another vifit, 
bringing two hogs and [orne cocoa-nuts as a prefent. The Ar
mourer being at work, Captain Dixon ordered him to make a 
pahou"for the King, which pleafed him wonderfully, and he ex
prefied his friendfhip for us in the moft unreferved mannef-, pro
miling to accommodate Po Pote, when he came, with every thing 
the ifland afforded. 

By three in the afternoon we had got a fufficient quantity of wood 
on board, and our Captain determining to leave this place as foon 
as pofiible, the people were employed in dearing the decks, and 
getting every thing ready for [ea. Thou wilt probably hear from 
me at Atoui. Thine, 

W.B. 
WHAHOO, } 

September J3th. 

LET T E R XL. 

HAVING a frefh Eafterly breeze, we weighed anchor at five 
o'clock in the morning of the 13th, and made fail for Atoui. 

During our fray at \Vhahoo, the Wind had been fteady at E. N. E. 
and the weather very moderate. The mean of the thermometer 
79 deg. and the latitude of our anchoring birth 2 I deg. 16 min. 
North. 

I 
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We had been favoured wit}! the company of the old Priefr and 
his attendants fince the morning of the 12th; and no canoe now 
comn~~ for him, we made feveral boards in the bay, being un
willing to take the old man to Atoui, if we could avoid it. 

Towards feven o'clock the Priefr's canoe came along-fide; and 
prefentlyafterwards we faw that of the King. putting off in a great 
hurry, on which we backed the main-topfail, and foon found it to 
be Tereteeree and his attendants. 

When the King came on board, he feemed to be fo: ~-y that we 
fuould leave Whahoo fo foon, and endeavoured to perfuade us 
that his only motive in paying this vifit was to bid us farewell : 

but it was eafy to perceive that intereft principally brought hir~l on 
board; and that he W'l-S unwilling we fuould leave the ii1and, and 
have all our wants fupplied fo very expeditioui1y, without making 
fome addition to our former prefents; though, to do hil!l jufiice, 
no demand of the k}nd was directly made; but he frequently infin'~l
ated, that our being fo fpeedily fupplied with wood and water, was 
in con[equence of his immediate orders for that purpofe; and that 
the [arne refpeEtful attention fhould be fhewn to Po Pote, when
ever he arrived. As Tereteere teemed to lay great firefs on this !aft 
circumi1:ance, our Captain made him a pre[en t of a few axes and 
faws, with which he was pleafed to the higheil: degree imaginable .. 

OUf courfe being near that p:lrt of the ifland where the King 
ufually refided, he itaid on board [orne time, and. was much de
lighted to fee the {hip under fail. As we were l1eering nearly 
before the wind, Captain Dixon ordered the man 2t the helm to 
)uff up and bear a way occafionally, a circumfl:ance which engage(l 

Tereteeree's attention very much, and excited his furprize and ;:::1-
miration., 

TO\,i:ards 

2fS 
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·Towards eleven o'clock, being neady abreafr Wbz"titte Bay, the 
King's re£.dence, he left us, with many profeffions of friend
:Chip, frequently repeating the word proha; or, I willi you a good 
:voyage and a fair wind. 

In the afternoon, and during the night, we had light variable 
winds, the weather clore and fultry. In the morning of the J 4th, 
a moderate breeze fprung up at N. N. E. At noon, the South 
Weft point ofWhahoo bore S.cuth 75 degrees Eaft; and the North 
VVeil: point North 83 degrees Eaft, about eight leagues diftant. 

During the afternoon and night, we had light baffling winds, 
with intervening (alms. At eight o'clock in the morning of the 
15th, we faw King's Mount, Atoui, which bore North Weft by 
Weft: half Weft, nine leagues diftant. At noon we had a light 
Eafterly breeze and clear weather. The meridian altitude gave 
21 deg. 43 min. North latitude. At fix in the' afternoon, the ex
tremes of Atoui bore from North 20 deg. Weft, to South ~5 
<leg. 'N eft; diftant from ihore four or five leagues. 

The evening being cloudy and dark, at feven o'clock we hauled by 
thewind to the Southward, and tacked occafionally during the night. 
At five in the morning of the 16th, #we bore up and made fail, with 
a EghfEafierly breeze. By nine o'clock we were within two miles 
of the EaLl: fide of Atoui. A number of the natives prefently 
came along-fide, bringing us potatoes and taro, which we purchafed 
for nails. Our latitude at noon was 2 I deg. 52 min. North. 
We kept fianding along :Chore for Wymoa Bay; but the wind 
being light and variable, it was doubtful whether we ihould be 
-able to effeEl: our purpofe. Great numbers of canoes now came 
along-fide the vefid; and many of the people were rejoiced to fee 

us 



NOR T H- WE ST C OAS T OF AlVIERICA. 

us again: numbers of them afked after Po Pote, and feemed concerned 
that he was not in our company. On our afking after Abbenooe 
and his fon Tyheira, the people told m they were both at Oneehow. 

About five o'clock, our old friend Long-flunks came on bo ard; 
he was fo rejoiced to fee his fonner acquaintance, that tears ran 
down his cheeks, and it was fome time before he became perfeCtly 
calm and colleCted. From him we learned that Abbenooe was on 
fhore at Attoui, and not at Oneehow, as we had been informed. 

The little breeze we had during the afternoon dying away, at 
fix o'clock we came to with the fmall bower, in nineteen fathom 
water, over a fandy bottom, about two miles to the Eaftward of 
our former fituation. 

Soon after this Tyheir.;l came on board, and (on our aiking after 
Abbenooe) began to tell us a very lamentable frory, the purport 
of which was, that fince we left Atoui, a ihip had been there; 
that the Captain ufed the inhabitants very ill, and even killed fe
veral of them; that on this account his father durfi: not come to 
us, not knowing our veffe1 at fo great a difrance. Captain Dixon 
told him, that no trade whatever fhould be carried on until Ab
benooe had been on board; on which Tyheira immediately fent a 
canoe to fetch his father, and at the fame time hoiil:ed a fignal, to 
let him know that he might come fafely. This had the ddired 
effect, for in lefs than half an hour we had the pleafure of feeing 
OUf good friend Abbenooe on board, and he was no lefs pleafed to 
fee his old acquaintance again; but feemed forry that Captain 
Portlock (or Po Pote, as he called him) 'Nas not with us. From 
what Tyheira had told us refpeCting the ftrange verrel, we were 
inclined to think that it was Captain l\1eares v~ho had quarrelled 
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with the natives, efpecially as our Captain had recommended him 
to touch at Atoui in preference to any of the iflands. On our 
afking Abbenooe about this cireumfranee, he informed us that the 
Nootka had left Atoui twenty days, and that the Captain was 
enou, or a bad man, and had not given any prefent whatever, though 
he had been plentifully fupplied with every refre!hment the ifland 
afforded. 

Our Captain's intention was not to ftay here any longer than 
was nceeffary to procure a good fupply of hogs, and as many ve
getables as would ferve the !hip's company whilft they kept good, 
and indeed this reemed likely to detain us but a very !hort time, 
for early in the morning of the 17th we were furrounded with 
canoes, filled with taro) potatoes, cocoa-nuts, and fugar-eane: 
many of them had fine large hogs, particularly Abbenooe, Tyhei
ra) Long-!hanks, and old Toe-Toe, the Chief who ufed formerly 
to fupply us fo plentifully with taro. We prefently purchafed 
more hogs than we could conveniently carry away alive: on this 
our Captain ordered the people to kill and faIt as many for fea
ftore as were fufficient to fill two puncheons. 

Early in the morning of the 18th our decks were crouded with 
vifitors; for, although it had been our conftant cuftom when at 
thefe iilands before, to admit very few people on board, yet at this 
time it- could fearcely be avoided, efpecially as Captain Portlock 
was abfent, and we were willing to !hew every attention in our 
power to all thofe who had rendered any little fervices to either 
veffet. 

Amongft the reft of our new guefts, Tyheira introduced his 
WIfe and two little boys: the eldefi is a fuarp little fellow, about 

four 
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four years old; the younger, fEll in his mother's arms. She is a 17~7' 

d (l:; I k' d r d h h'l September. very pretty mo ell 00 mg woman~ an leems to regar: er c 1 - ~ 

dren with a fondnefs truly maternal: Tyheira, by way of paying 
a compliment to our Captain, has named his eldeft boy Po Potf, 
after Capt. Portlock, and the younger Ditteana, after Capt. Dixon. 

Abbenooe informed us, that the King propofed coming on board 
in the courfe of the forenoon, and ahout ten o'clock Tiara made 
his appearance in a large double canoe, accompanied by another, 
in which were his daughter and two nieces. The attendants on 
thefe great perfons were very numerous, and joined in a heeva,. 
or fong, on their coming on board, fuperior to any thing of the 
kind I ever heard at thefe Wands. 

The king was greatly pJeafed to fee us again, and enquired 
particularly after Po Pote. On being told that we {hould fray no 
longer than to procure a fupply of provifions, he feemed folicitous 
to accommodate us with every thing the ifland afforded, and in
deed all the Chiefs vied with each other in fpeedily fupplying our 
various wants.; even intereft feemed to be forgot in the good na
tured buftle of kind and friendly offices. 

Amongft the many inftances ?f kindnefs and good natured at
tention we met with at this time from the Chiefs in general, I 
cannot omit mentioning an action of Long-fhanks, as it does 4im 
the greateft hOl}OUr, and would reflect credit even on a perron of 
education and refined fenfibility. 

Long-fhanks had been often on board when we were laft at 
Atoui, and by that means was perfonally acquainted with all 
our peopie. Being naturally curious and inquifitive, he now 
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J787. took an opportunity of going amangfr them to. aik a number of 
~. queil:ions about the vayage. On going dawn between decks, he 

met with the Carpenter, who had been troubled with a'lingering 
difarder for a confiderable time, and at prefent was very weak and 
poarly. His pale countenance and emaciated figure affeCted paor 
Long-fhanks very fenfibly; a tear of pity fiole unheeded down his· 
cheek, and he began to enquire abo.ut his complaint in a tone of 
tendernefs and compaffion: feeing him very weak and infirm, he 
gently chafed and preHed the finews and mufcles of his legs and 
thighs, and gave him all the confolation. in his power. Prefently 
afterwards he came upon deck, called his canoe, and went on fhore
in a hurry> without taking leave of any perf an on the quarter
deck, which was contrary to his nfual cufiom; but he'returned 
very fhortly, bringing a fine fowl along with him, which he imme
diately carried down to the Carpenter, told him to have it dreffed 
dire,:):!y, and he hoped it would make him better in a day or two.. 

.-

This circum11:ance !hews, that thefe people are far from being; 
defiitute of the fine feelings af human na~ure, and at the fame: 
time may lead one to. imagiEe that difeafes are not very uncom":· 
mOll amangil: them • 

... 

Abaut noon a freih breeze fpringing up fram tne N arthward·,. 
Captain Dixon wifhed to embrace this opportunity. of weighing. 
anchor; but on looking over our fiock' of vegetables, it was 
judged neceffary to procure a further fupply, as we not only 
wanted them for the lhip's ufe, but alfo to feed the hogs, of 
which we had near eighty on board, large and fmall. No fooner. 
was the king infarmed of what we wanted, than he i~mediately 
went on {hore, together with Abbenooe, Tbe-Toe, Tyheira, and
Long-lhanks, all of them promifing to come back very foon with, 

aroZl 
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(lrott arou, or great plenty of taro. In the mean time we un
moored, and got every thing ready for fea. 

About three o'clock the King and Chiefs returned, each bringing 
a large double canoe loaded with taro and fugar-cane, fo that we 
were now completely furnifhed with every nece{[ary article the 
ifland afforded. 

The expedition and difpatch with which we got this laft taro, 
and their free and generous manner in bringing it on board, both 
furprized and pleafed us.; and our Captai.n was not flow in 
making fuitable returns. To the King he gave a pahou, a large 

\ 

baize cloak edged with ribbon, mi.d a very large toe, which. pleafed. 
him fo much, that he began to think him1elf the greateft monarch; 
in the univerfe. The other Chiefs were rewarded with toes, axes,. 
and faws, entirely to their fatisfaCt:ion. The ladies, too, (of 
whom we had no (mall number of confiderable rank on board) 
were liberally ornamented with buttons and beads. In ihort, all, 
parties were perfeCtly pleated, and were profufe in_ their profeifions 
Qf kindnefs and acknowledgment., 

Before we finally leave thefe ifIand's, thou, perhaps, wilt expect 
a kind of fupplementarY'account in addition to what I have occa
-lio¥llfTaid refpeEting theme and their inhabitants. What few; 
liemlarks, I am able. to, make" are now very much, at thy fervice,. 

Thefe ifTands, were dire-overed- by the late Captain Cook, during~ 
his laft voyage to the Pacinc Ocean. He 'named them Sandwich, 
I£lands, in honour of the Earl of Sandwich, his particular patron~ 
and. who at that time prefided at the, Admiralty Board., 

~61 
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~his difcoveryt .fufficient al<lJne to render his narr.e immortaF,. 
may be faid to have brought him to an untimely end,. as he lof}: 
his life at Owhyhee, ,in confequen!:e of a- difpute with the natives;. 

~{They are -fituated from 18 deg. 54 min. to 22 deg~ 15 min. 
~N orth latitude;. and from 154 deg. 56 min. to 160 deg. 24 min. 
Weft longitude, and. are eleven in number; viz. Owhyhee:, 
Mowee, Ranai~ Morokinne, Tahoaroa, Moretoi, Whahoo, Atoui, 
Dneehoura, Nehovv, or Oneehow, and Tahoura. The particular 
,extent of each iiland I cannot give thee, as, thQU mayeft know 
from the tenor of my former letters that our acquaintance with 
the major part of them is very fuperficial: on this head I ihall 
jure obferve, that Owhyhee is the far theft to the Southward and 
Eaftward, the fouth point being in 18 deg. 54 min. North lati
tude; and the Eaftermoft part 154 deg. 56 min. Weft longitude-. 
The reft trend in a direction nearly N orth Weft, and in the order 
,already mentioned; the North point of Atoui being 22 deg. IS 
min. North latitude;. and the Weft part of Tahoura in 160 deg. 
24 min. Weft longitude& 

Mowee is fituated next to Owhyhee, and appears to be about 
twenty miles long. According to Captain Cook's account there 
is a fine bay to the Eaft fide of this iiland, which we propofed 
-making in November laft, but were prevented by contrary vvinds. 
Tahoaroa and Morokinne are fituated betwixt Mowee and Ranai . ., 
they are mere garden fpots, and I cannot fay whether they are 
inhabited. Ranai is confiderably fmaller than Mowee; its pro
-<luce is much the fame with that of the iilands in general. Mo-

2 retoi 

* See a chart of the il1and in Cook's Iail: Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, vol. iii. 
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retoi is the next to the Northward and Weftward: its extent ap- 1787-

Pears much the fame as Mowee. September. 
~. 

Whahoo I am inclined to think is next to Owhyhee in point of 
extent, it being more than thirty miles long, and at leaft twenty 
miles over in the broadeft part. 'The latitude of the bay in which 
we anchored is 2 I deg. 15 min. North. 

Atoui is rather more than a degree to the North Weft of Wha .. 
hoo; it is about thirty miles long, and fifteen miles over in the 
broadeft part. Oneehoura is very fmall, and is fituated between 

. Atoui and Oneehow; its chief produce is yams. Oneehow is . 
confiderably larger, being about ten miles over. Tahoura is the 
Weftermoft ifland of the groupe, and I believe is uninhabited. 

Thefe iflands in general are mountainous, and fome of them 
remarkably fOe Captain King * eftimat€s Monakaah and Monaroa, 
two mountains of Owhyhee, to be confiderably higher than the 
famous Picque of Teneriffe and the high land on Mowee feems 
little inferior in height to either of them. I have before obferved 
that the fummits of the two former are perpetually covered with 
filOW, and yet the numerous and well cultivated plantations round 
their bafe, and the exuberant foilage of the trees with which their 
fides are covered, totally deftroy every idea of Winter. Nor ,is 
the profpeCl of the iflands in general lefs variegated or pleafing; 
the country next the fe~ is generally crouded with villages, which 

'are {haded from the fcorching heat of the fUll by the fpreading 
branches of the cocoa, palm, clove, pepper, mulberry tree, &c. 
As your eye advances farther into the country, numerous plan

tations 

'* Stee Cook's laft Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, vol. iii. p. 1°4. 
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tations, laid out in the moil: regular manner, engage your attention, 
'till the !andfcape is finally elofed by the mountains, which are 
,cloathed to the very fummit with all the verdure of everlafting [pring. 

Though thefe ii1ands are fituated within the tropics, yet experience 
has fhewn us that trade winds are far from being conftant here, 
particularly to the Weftward of Whahoo: the weather too is 
frequently unfettled; and another very great incunvenience at
tending thefe iilands, is the want of a good harbour; though in 
the fummer months I doubt not but veffels may lay either in 
Karakakoa Bay, Owhyhee; or Wymoa Bay, Atoui, with great fafety. 

I imagine the climate is much the fame as that of tropical 
iflands in general. The mean of the thermometer during our 
flay here was 80 degrees. 

Owhyhee is by far the mof!: plentiful ii1and of the whole; we 
may indeed allign as one reafon for this, that it is larger than any 
two of the reft, but then its inhabitants are equally numerous in 
proportion to its extent, and I am inclined to think they are much 
more fo, confequently the land is more univerfally cultivated than 
at any of the other iDands, which at once accounts for the great 
plenty of vegetables, &c. met with here. 

In my next thou wilt have what few remaining particulars I 
can furnifh thee with refpeEting thefe iDands; and thou mayef!: 
depend on their being fuch as have fallen within my immediate 
obfervation. Adieu. Thine, &c. 

W. B. 
ATOUI, 1 

September 18th. S 

LETTER 
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LETTER XLr~ 

T HE circumftance which renders Owhyhee peculiarly eligible 
to touch at, is the great number of fine hogs it affords: 

fowls too are in great plenty here. In regard to vegetables, bread
fruit, potatoes, and plantains, are the moil: plentiful; taro is 
more fcarce, and rather indifferent, and there are very few yams 
to be met with. 

Atoui is certainly the fecond ifland for refrefhments, and is in 
fome refpects luperior to Owhyhee: it produces many fine hogs~ 
the greateil: abundance of excellent taro, together with potatoes 
ami plantains. Cocoa-nuts are met with here in greater abun
dance than, perhaps, at all the other iflands together; and there 
is plenty of fine faIt, which is peculiarly ufeful in curing pork for 
fea-il:ore: add to this, plenty of excellent water is eafily procured, 
and at leaft a temporary fupply of wood. The Chiefs are eafily 
attached to your intereil:, and by that means every bufinefs is car .. 
ried on with the greateft order and regularity. 

Whahoo, though greatly inferior to either of the iflands jufr 
mentioned in regard to hogs or vegetables, yet it confcm~dly claims 
a firft place for fupplying thofe moil: neceffary articles, wood and 
water; and I have reafon to think that in a few years it will, equal 
Atoui in point of fertility. A fpirit of improvement feems to 
animate the people to a very great degree; and it is really afto-

L I nifhing 
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J 787. nilhing to fee the different afpeCt many parts of the ifland now 
~. wear to what they did the firil: time we anchored there. The bay 

. we lay in, and Whititte bay in particular, are crouded with new 
plantations, laid out in the moil: regular order, and which feern 
to be in a very flourifhing 11:ate of cultivation. 

Oneehow is remarkable for the great quantity of excellent yams 
it produces; there is alfo a fweet root called tee, or tea, found 
here: it is generally about the thicknefs of a perfon's wrifr, but 
fometimes much larger, and is generally baked by the natives pre
vious to their bringing it for barter. This root is of a wet, clammy 
nature, and with proper management makes excellent beer.-The 
other iflands in general produce a few hogs, together with potatoes, 
bread-fruit, taro, plantains, and faIt; which laft article renders. 
thefe iDands fuperior to Otaheite, or any of the beautiful iDands. 
in the Southern Pacific Ocean, none of them producing any of 
this very ufeful article. 

Hogs and dogs are the only quadrupeds we faw here. The dogs 
appear to be of the cur kind, dull and heavy; they have fharp 
pointed ears projecting towards the nofe. 

Birds are not in any great variety here: the humming-bird al
ready ~entioned, are by far the moil: numerous, and of which 
there are two fpecies; viz. the red~ bird before defcribed, and 
another, the brea11: of a pale green, the back and wings of a light 
brown. There are alfo ducks, terns, owls~ &c. Great numbers 
of the tropic bird and man of war bird breed at Tahoura, (which 
is uninhabited) and are frequenly caught there by the natives,. 
The fiih moil: frequently met with here a~e dolphins, cavallies,. 
iliark~ &c. Sharks are much efteemed, probably on account of 

their 
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their teeth, and the food they afford to the 1owtows or menial 1787. 

fervants, who are refirained from eating the better kinds of filli. s~. 

The wood at thefe iflands is very plentiful on the mountains, 
and of various kinds; but the principal" are chiefly two, one re
fembling mahogany, the other ebony. 

What number of inhabitants thefe iilands contain, is impoffible 
for me to fay with any degree of certainty. Captain King com
putes them at four hundred thoufand, but, with all deference to 
fuch refpeCtable authority, I cannot help thinking this account 
greatly exaggerated, and indeed this is pretty evident from fimilar 
paffages in the fame voyage. Captain Cook, when at Atoui in 
the beginning of ,,:hc voyage, efiimates that iiland to contain 
thirty thoufand inhabitants, and this from a fuppofition that 
there are fixty villages on the ii1and, each containing five hun-
dred people. This calculation is certainly in the extreme, but 
Captain King makes it ftill greater: and concludes Atoui to con
tain fifty-four thoufand inhabitants, which is furely too many by 
at leart one half. If therefore we deduct from the remainder of 
his calculations in the fame proportion, and reckon the whole 
number of inhabitants at two hundred thoufand, I am perfuaded 
it will be much nearer the truth than Captain King's calculation, 
which feems to be founded on opinion merely fpeClllative, rather 
than the refult of clofe obfervatioll, 

Thefe people in their temper and difpofition are harmlefs, in
offen five, and friendly; not fubjeCt to pafiion, or eafily provoked; 
in their manners they arc lively and chcarful, ever ready to ren
der any little fervice in their power even to firangers, and PUl
fue every thing they undertake with unremitting di1jgence and ap-

L 1 ~plication, 
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1787. plication. When attached to any perfon, they are fteady in their 
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~ friendllllp, and are not eafily tempted to neg el:L t e mtereil: of 

thofe for whom they have once profeffed a regard. In oppofi
tion to thefe good qualities, it muil: be confeffed that they are 
guilty of theft, and will not fcruple to plunder -whenever they 
have an opportunity; but this is moil: frequently praCtifed by 
the 'Towtows; and from- the imperfeCt knowledge we have of their 
cuftoms, it is impoffible to fay how far theft is reckoned a crime. 
Yet with all this propenfity to thieving, we never met with an 
inil:ance of difhonefty whenever any thing was committed to theif 
charge, however valuable it might be to them. 

Their language is foft, fmooth, and abounds with vowels. In 
their converfation with each other it appears very copious, and 
they fpeak with great volubility; but when converfing with us, 
they only make~ ufe of thofe words which are moil: exprellive and 
fignificant, purpofely omitting the many articles and conjunCtions 
made ufe of when fpeaking to each other. But as a fpecimen 
will give thee a much better idea of the language than any de
fcription can pollibly do, I £hall here fubjoin a vocabulary of 
words which I colleCted the meaning of during our fray here. 

Tanie, a hujband. 
Whaheene, a wife or 'looman. 
Madooa tanie, father. 
Madooa whaheene, mother. 
Titu nanie, brother. 
Titu whaheene, .!tfler. 
Titu, child. 
Myre, a king. 
Aree, a chief. 

T I a jlave or 
owtow, 

fervant. 
Tata, a man or Mr. 
Boa, a hog. 
Manu, a flw!. 
Ei ha, fifo in genera!. 
Wharra, potatoes. 
Neehu, cocoa nuts. 
To, Jugar cane. 

menial 

Vy, 
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Vy, water. 
Taro, a large root fl called. 
Poe, taro pudding. 
Maia, plantains. 
Mano, a jhark. 
Patai, Jalt. 
Oofe, or ooughe, yams. 
Malama, the Jun. 
Maheina, the moon. 
Booboo, a button. 

P I a number of buttons 
oreema, jl . 

on a nng. 
Hou, a nail. 
Mattou, a fijh-hook. 
Araia, a feather necklace. 
Taheidy, a fan or fly-flap. 
Pahou, a '/pear. 
Tooheihe, wood. 
Ava, an intoxicating root. 
Matano, a prefent. 
Avaha, a canoe. 
Toa, a paddle. 
Tibo, a gourd or calabajh. 
Hi dirro, go below. 
Tabahou, a pail or bucket. 
Taboo, an interdiClion. 
Touro, ropll or line of any kind. 

{

a flone in the jhape of 
Toe, an adze, a flat piece 

of iron. 
Marow, cloth wore by the men. 

2 

I 
a piece of cloth wore by 

Ahou, the women, round the 
. waffle 

Enou, bad. 

Myty, goood, pretty, fine, right. 
Areea, preflntly, by and byte. 
Pe emy, come here, bring it here. 
Mere mere,jhew me. 
Arre, get away, march off. 
Areuta, on jhore. 
Abbobo, to-morrow. 
Heeva, a flng in chorus. 
Ete, Jmall. 
N ooe, large. 
Oe, you. 
Moe, to )leep. 
Porore, hungry. 
Pooninne, Jick. 
Meme, to make water. 
Tooti, to eafe nature. 
Hone hone, to falute. 
Paha, may be, perhaps. 
Arou afOU, great plenty. 
Emotoo, old, broke, much wore. 
Matte matte, dead, to kill. 
Ollfe, a denial oj any kind. 
Owhytoenoa, what z"s your name. 
Poota poota, a hole. 

P {
a liar or deceitful 

oone poone, ~(: 
pefjon. 

Tihi, one. 
Earna, 

269 
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Earna, two. 
Toro, three. 
Hah, four. 

Areema, Jive. 
Ahono, )ix. 

A VOYAGE TO THE 

Aheto, flven. 
Ahanou, ez'ght. 
Heeva, nine. 
Hoome, ten. 

In writing thefe words, I have [pelt them as near the pronun
ciation as I pollibly could; and yet it is probable many of them 
might ihike the ear of another perf on very differently. The fame 
may be faid in regard to the names of their Chiefs. I {hall juft 
obferve, that where the accent falls on the letter a, it is generally 
pronounced broad. 

Thefe people in general are about the middle fize, rather {len
der, their limbs ihaight and well proportioned. Some of the 
Arees are inclined to corpulency, particularly the Aree women> 
and their ikin is fmoother and fofter than thofe of the common 
rank, but this is owing to want of exercife? and an unlimited in
dulgence in the article of food. They are in general of a nut co
lour, though fome of the women are fairer, and their hands and 
fingers are remarkably {mall and delicate. 

Both fexes go naked, except about the waift The men wear a 
narrow piece of cloth, called a marow, barely fufficient to cover 
the adjacent parts: the ahou, or women's drefs, is much larger, 
and generally reaches from the waift to the middle of the thigh. 

The beards of the men ·are fuffered to grow; their hair is cut 
clore on each fide the head, but gro\vs long from the forehead to 
the back of the neck, fomewhat refembling a helmet. The wo
m'en cut theirs quite clofe behind, and on the top of the head; 

I me 
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the front is turned up like the toupee of an Englifh beau, and is 17 87' 
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which often gives it a fandy difagreeable colour. Sometimes, by 
way of ornament, they wear a wreath of flowers fancifully dif-
pofed about the head; in~l:ead of a bracelet, a !hell is tied round 
the wrift, and a fondnefs for this ornament has rendered buttons 
fa much efteemed by thefe gay damfels in general; the neck, too, 
is adorned with various fo1't£ of thells, faftened on firings> after 
the manner of a necklace. But the mofr beautiful ornament 
wore by the women is a necklace or araia, made from the varie-
gated featl~ers of the humming-bird, which are fixed on il:rings 
fa regular and even, as to have a furface equally fmooth as velvet; 
and the rich colours of the feathers gives it an appearance equally 
rich and elegant. 

The caps and cloaks wore by the men are {Ell fuperior in 
beauty and elegance. The cloaks are in general about the fize 
of thofe wore by the Spaniards; the ground is net-wor,k, and the 
feathers are fewed on in alternate fquares, or triangular forms of 
red and yellow, which have a moft brilliant appe~rance. The 
ground of the caps is wicker-vvork, in the form of a helmet; the 
elevated part from the forehead to the hind part of the neck, is 
about a hand's breadth, and generally covered with yellow fea
thers, the fides of the cap with red. This cap, together with the 
cloak, has an appearance equally iplendid" if not fuperior to any 
fcarlet and gold whatever. 

Thefe truly elegant ornaments arc [caree, and only poffe!fed by 
Chiefs of the higheft rank, who wear them on extraordinary oc
-calions. There are cloaks of an inferior kind, which have only 

a narrow 
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1787. a 1'1arrOW border of red. and yenow feathers, the reft being, covered 
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'N or are thefe caps and cloaks, though confeffedly elegant in at 

:fuperior degree, the only proofs of invention and ingenuity {hewn 
.by thefe people in matters of ornament. 'Their mats are made 
with a degree of neatnefs equal to any of European -manufaCture, 
and prettily diverfified with a variety of figures ftained with redL 
Thofe ufed to fleep on are plain, and of a coarfer kind, but made 
with an equal degree of neatnefs and regularity. 

Cloth is another article which gives thefe Indians equal fcope 
for fancy and invention. It is made from the Chinefe paper mul
berry-tree, and when wet, (being of a foft, malleable fubfiance) is 
beat out with fmall fquare pieces of wood, to from twelve to 
eighteen inches wide, and afterwards framped with various colours 
and a diverfity of patterns, the neatne[s and elegance of which 
would not difgrace the window of a London linen-draper. 

How this cloth is fiamped I never could learn; the different co
lours are extracted from vegetables found in the woods. There 
is another kind of cloth much finer than the above, and beat out 
to a greater extent: it is of a white colour, and frequently wore 
by the Aree women, in addition to the ahau. Fans and fly-flaps 
are ufed by both [exes. 

The fans are ufually made of the cocoa-nut fibres, neatly wove; 
the mounting is of a fquare form, and the handle frequently de
corated with hair. The fly-flaps are very curious; the handles 
.are decorated with alternate pieces of wood and bone, which at a 

diftance 
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di!hince has the appearance of finiered work; the upper part or I1S7. 
flap is the feathers of the man of war bird. September. 

Fifu-hooks are made of the pearl "yfrer-fuell, and fo contrived 
as to ferve for both hook and bait. Thofe intended for fuarks are 
confiderably larger, and made of wood. 

Befides the variety of fifuing-lines already mentioned, they 
have various other kinds of cordage, and made of different ma
terials. The worft forts were found ufeful in rounding our 
cables; that of a better kind was appropriated to other purpo[es ; 
and th~ fi!hing-lines made excellent tackle-falls, top-gallant haul
yards, &c. I have already taken notice of the bafkets we raw at 
Owhyhee ~ at the [arne place we faw [orne fquare pillows, made 
nearly of the [arne materials as the mats, and which I am informed 
relemble thofe ufed in China. 

Nets are made here with great ingenuity, and ve'ry large. I 
cannot inform thee what ufe they make of them, but they cer
tainly are not altogether for ornament. 

The form of their gourds or calaba!hes is fo very various, that 
they certainly make ufe of art to give them different !hapes. 
Some are of a globular form, with a long narrow neck, like a 
bottle; others are tall and circular, but of equal widtlr from top 
to bottom. Others again, though narrower towards the mouth, 
yet are fufficiently wide to admit the hand: many of thefe are 
very prettily frained in undulated lines, which at a difrance ap
pear like paint. 

Mm What 
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1787' What little account I can give thee of their plantations thou 
September. haft already had, and I had no opportunity of feeing any other 
~ cultivation than taro; but every thing elfe, I doubt not, is ma

naged with equal care and attention. 

Their houfes greatly refemble an hay-ftack in fhape, and are 
neatly thatched with flags, or rufhes:; the door place is fa very low 
that you are almoft obliged to enter on all fours. They have no 
better contrivance for a door than a few temporary boards. The 
infide of their dwellings are kept neat and clean; a coarfe mat is 
fpread on the floor; and as they have no feparate apartments, that 
part of the room appropriated for repofe is rather elevated, and 
covered with mats of a finer fort. The houlliold utenfils are 
placed on a wooden bench, and confift of gourds, and wooden 
bowls and dillies, which in general conftitute the whole of their 
furniture. Thofe who are poffeffed of hogs or fowls, keep them 
in fmall out-houfes appropriated for that purpofe. 

The method univerfally praCtifed to drefs their victuals is 
baking, which is done in the following maner: a hole is dug in 
the ground fufficiently deep to anfwer the purpofe of an oven, at 
the bottom of which a number of hot frones are laid; thefe being 
covered with leaves, whatev'l,' they want drefied is laid on them; 
more leaves are now laid on, and another layer of hot frones being 
added, "the oven is covered. If a hog is baked, the belly is always 
filled with hot frones. Cuftom has rendered this mode of dreffing 
viCtuals fa very familiar, that they can tell the exaCt time when 
any thing is fufficiently done; and I mufr own that in baking taro 
or yams, they far excelled our people: they alfo drefs the young 
tops of taro fa as to be an excellent fubfritute f0r greens, though 
we never could boil them fo as to eat palatabl)_ 

The 
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The better forts of food, fuch as hogs and fowls, are confined 1787. 

entirely to the Arees; but baked dog is reckoned a peculiar ae-. s~ 
licacy. 

The Towtows, and the women in general, live on fifh and 
vegetables. A kind of pudding made of taro conil:itutes a principal 
part of their food. The fifh moil: efteemed is dolphin, and they 
have an excellent method of curing them, fo as to keep good for 
any length of time. Why the women fhould be tabooed from 
flefh I never could learn; but it cannot furely proceed from fcarci
ty; and the Aree women are fometimes indulged with it. 

The knives ufed in killing and dreffing hogs are made of fhark's 
teeth, and fo contrived as to be ufed in this bulinefs with 'equal 
dexterity and difpatch. 

The canoes are not only finifhed with neatnefs and ingenuity, 
but at the fame time are lafting proofs of perfeverance and in
dufiry. They are made of a lingle tree, and are from twelve feet 
to forty or fifty feet long. The hollowing thefe trees, and bringing 
each end to a proper point with their rude unfafhioned tools, muft 
be a work of time and unremitting attention: they are in general 
about an inch thick, and heightened with additional boards neatly 
fitted round the fides." The fingle canoes are fteadied by an out
rigger, and the double ones are held together by femi-circuLr .. 
poles, firmly lafhed to each part of the canoe; over thefe, and 
parallel with the canoe, is a kind of platform, which ferves to 
carry hogs, vegetables, or any thing they want to convey from 
one place to another, and at the fame time is a convenient feat 
for the principal perfons of both fexes, whilfi the Towtovvs, who 

Mm 2 paddle, 
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1787. paddle, always fit in the body of the canoe. Their paddles ar~ 
s~ about four or five feet long, and greatly refemble a baker's pail. 

Thefe people are very dexterous in catching fith, two inftances 
of which I had an opportunity of feeing. One day, when a number 
of Indians were along-fide the veffel, one of our people, who was 
fiiliing with a fmall hook and line, had his bait taken by a large 
fith; being unwilling to lofe his line (which being a. Sandwich 
I11and one, was regarded as a curiofity) he veered it away, but was 
afraid to haul it again; on this an Indian requefted to have the. 
management of it, which being granted, he played the fith with 
eafe, and in a thort time got it faft: into his canoe. It proved to 
be a large cavallie, and weighed one hundred pounds. Another 
time, a large iliark laid hold of a fmall line, w hieh was immediately 
given to an Indian who happened to be along-fide; he played the 
:£hark for at leail: two miles, without hurting the line, and he onlY 
got away at laft by drawing the hook itraight as wire .. 

Another fpecies of ingelluity met with amongft there people is; 
carving: they have a number of wooden images reprefenting 
human figures, which they efteem as their gods; but 1 greatly 
doubt whether religion is held in any great eftimation amongft 
them, for I could purchafe every god amongft the i11ands for a few 
tOts. Sometimes their ava dithes are fupported by three of thefe. 
little wooden images, and this I reckon a mailer-piece in their 
car:ving. The bowls and dillies are made of a kind of wood re
fembling ebony, and are finifhed with a proportion. and polifh. 
equal, if not fuperior, to any thing made by our turners: 

The inhabitants of thefe i11ands appear fubject to ver-y few difeafes; 
and though theydoubtle[s have been injured by their connection with 

I Euro-
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Europeans, yet fo iimple is their manner of living, that they pay 1it- 1787' 
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no confequence. 

I am inclined to think that moft of their diforders proceed from 
an immoderate ufe of ava; it weakens the eyes, covers the body 
with a kind of leprofy, debilitates and emaciates the whole frame, 
makes the body paralytic, haftens old age, and no doubt brings 
en death itfelf. 

The taboo I have before taken notice of: this is generally laid 
on by the prieJ1:s, and fometimes by a perf on appointed particularly 
for that purpofe, who is called 'Tonata (or the taboo) man. \\Then 
any particular fpot of ground is tabooed, the wands u[ed in 
marking the bounds refemble our gun-rods, and are tipped with 
a tuft of dog's hair. . 

The heevas, or fongs, cannot be defcribed by notes, as they 
rather refemble a qmck energetic mannner of fpeaking, than 
finging; and the performers feem to pay more attention to the 
motions of the body than the modulations of the voice. The 

, women are the mott frrequent performers in this kind Qf r:'lerri
ment; they begin their performance flow and regular, but by 
degrees it grows brifker and more animated, 'till it terminates in 

convulfions of l:'l~~llter. 
'-' . 

It is, very evident that thefe people hay';; not the- leaf!: idea of 
melody, as the tones and modulation in all their fongs are in
variably the fame'; however, tllerc Len'.s to be [orne degree of 
inventior: (i had a] mort- [aid poetry) in the com pOlltiun of the 
words" which are often on temporary fubjed3; aDd the fre<luent 

pcab 
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1787. peals of laughter are no doubt excited by fome witty allullon or 
~. other contained in them. 

The warlike implements in ufe among there people are fpears, 
Dings, and bows and arrows. 

The fpears are made of a kind of mahogany, a bout fix feet 
'long; one end is barbed, the other tapered nearly to a point: they 
throw them at each other, and thore that are expert oft-times 
wound their adverfary at a confiderable diftance. The flings too 
~re ufed with equal dexterity and effeCt. The bows' and arrows 
are made of reeds, and fo flender, that I cannot think they ale of 
any great ufe, however, as I had no opportunity of feeing their 
engagements, I can fay little on that head; what information 
I.30t being colleCt-ed from the imperfeCl: accounts of the natives. 

They have drums which are beat by way of addition to their 
heevas; thefe are about twelve or fixteen inches high; feveral 
holes are cut in the fides) and a hog's :fkin is ftrained over one 
-end, but they produce but a very heavy dull found. 

The bodies of both- fexes are tatooed; but this cuftom is more' 
generally praCtifed by the men, whofe bodies are frequently punc
tured in a very curious manner. Whether or no this ferves as 
a'ny diftinguiihing mark, or is done merely for ornament, I never 
could learn. The method of faluting here is by joining nofes 
together, and is looked on as a certain token and affurance of 
friend!hip. 

Both [exes are exceeding expert in fwimming; and what is very 
remarkable) are not the leait intimidated at the fight of a !hark 

Z when 
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when in the water. I have frequently feen Indians jump out of li87. 
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overboard by our people, at the very moment when ailiark has 
been endeavouring to feize them. 

That thefe people have fome idea of a Supreme Bei7Zg~ or rather 
of a multiplicity of beings, fuperior to themfelves, there is not 
the leaft doubt. The bufinefs of their priefis i,s chiefly to fuper;.. 
intend and regulate the woriliip to their gods; to direCt the cere
monies at their funerals, and probably to repeat orations or prayers 
upon thefe occafions: but the very iliort time any of us were on 
fuore, gave us no opportunities of feeing thefe ceremonies per
formed, and therefore I iliall not attempt to defcribe them; as 
any account I could give would be equally partial and uncertain, 

I have before mentioned the circumftance of a human facrifi c'e 
being offered; and we are perfectly allured this horrid cufrom fti it 
exifts among thefe people, though their difpofitions are kind, 
friendly, and humane, and they undoubtedly approach many de
grees nearer to civilization than the poor wretches we met with 
on the inhofpitable coaft of America. On this head I iliall make 
no remarks, but leave thee to dra\y thy own conclufions ; and {hall 
(by way of clofing my acc~unt) lay open a fiilllarger field for fpe

culative enquiry. 

Capt. Cook, in his laft voyage to the Pa<;:ific Ocean, has fhewll) 
from that moft indubitable of all proofs, affinity of language, that 
the Sandwich Hlanders are defcended from the Malayans, and are 
the fame race of people as thofe who inhabit New Zealand, the 
New Hebrid~s, the Marquefas, &c. which extend ii'om 20 

deg. North to 47 deg. South Latitude, and from 100 to 176 deg. 

Weft Longitude. 
How 
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H0W many people are there in the learned world, who have em
ployeda confiderable portion of their time, and made ufe of many 
ingenious arguments tO,point out in what manner the remote parts 
'of the world have been peopled? The continent of America, for 
inftance, has puzzled moil of our learned hiftorians ever fince it was 
,difcovered, to account for it's population; and yet, now the geo
:graphy of that part of the globe is fo well known, how much ea
fier is that to be accounted for than the traCt of Hlands fo amaz
ingly difrant from each other as thofe juft mentioned? 

I fhall conclude with a full conviction that "the ways of Pro
vidence are, unfearchable and paft finding out." Thine ever, 

ATOU.I, 1 
.september 18th. 

LET T E R XLII. 

W.B. 

I Before obferved that our very good friends at Atoui had fur
nifhed us with a moft plentiful fupply of hogs, taro, and fugar 

cane, in the afternoon of the 18th of September. 

Having every thing ready for rea, we weighed anchor, and made 
fail. By the time we had cleared Wymoa Bay, our friends wifhed 
to leave us, on which we hove to whilft they got into their canoes. 
They took their leave with a univerfal proha, or a wiih for a good 
voyage, and the moil unreferved marks of friendiliip and attachment. 

At 
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At fix o'clock King's Mount bore North, 66 deg. Eafr, difrant 1787. 

eight leagues; and the South end of Oneehow, Weft. During September. 

the night we freered South by Eaft, with a frefh breeze at Eaft '--'v--I 

North Eaft. At fix in the morning of the 19th we changed our 
courfe to South South Weft. 

China was the place of our next defrination, and we were al
ready in the (arne latitude, and confequently had only the longi
tude to run down; but our Captain judged it moil: prudent to 
freer to the Southward, 'till we were in about 13 deg. 30 min. 
North latitude, and then bear. away to the Weil:ward; as that 
track was the moil: likely for a true trade, and it had been found 
in Captain Cook's laft voyage, that in the latitude 20 and 21 deg. 
to leeward of thefe ifiands, the winds are at beft but light, and 
often variable. 

During the 19th and 20th we had a fine fready Eafierly breeze. 
During the night we hauled our wind to South, and at day-light 
again fteered South South Weft. 

The night of the 20th was fqually, with rain; and during the 
2Iil: we had light breezes and cloudy weather: our latitude at 
noon was 18 deg. 23 min. North; and the longitude 161 deg. 
13 min. Weft. The variation of the compafs is here 8 deg. 
Eafterly. 

From the 2dl: to the 25th we had a frefh Eafterly breeze : our 
latitude at noon on the 25th was 13 deg. 22 min. which being as 
far as we intended to fail to the Southward, our courfe was 
changed to Weft by South; the variation of the compafs being 
near 12 deg. Eafterly: 

Nn From 
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FrOlo~n this to the 8th of OCtoher we had little variety. The' 
weather was intenfely hot, the thermometer being from 88 to 91 
degrees. We had frequent heavy fqualls, particularly in the 
night-time, attended with lightning~ Our latitude' at noon on 
the Sth, was I3 deg. 24 min .. North ;. and the longitude 187 deg. 
37 min. Weft. At nine o'clo'ck in the evening we had a very 
hard fquaIl, attended with. heavy rain, which obliged us' to clue all ' 
up and run right before it; but towards eleven ~clock th~ wea .... 
ther moderated. As this part of the ocean feemed particularly fub
jeCt to fqualls, efpecially in the night-time, we every day at fun-· 
fet had the precaution to reef our top fails and make every thing 
fnug, fo that we might be ready for thefe fudden gulb, and run no
danger of carrying any thing away. 

In the night of the 12th, we had two very fevere [qualls, but: 
fortunately they did us no damage. They were attended with 
much thunder, lightning, and violent rain .. 

I cannot help thinking part of the celebrated fimile in the 
ingenious Mr. Addifon's " Campaign," particularly applicable to 
circumftances of this fort. Such fudden and impetuous torrents 
of wind muft certainly baffle the utmoft efforts of human ikill to 
guard agailift their dire effeCts, were they not .guided by an Al
mighty power; and fure1y we may fay of the miniftering Angel" 
that 

" Calm and fcrene he drives the furious bJafr,. 
And pleas'd th' Almighty'~ orders to perform, 
Rides in the whirlwind, and direCl:s the frorm." 

From the I 2th to the 20th, we had a fteady Eafrerly breeze' 
EI.nd cloudy weather. The nights were frequently fquaIly) but not 

[0. 
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:;fo violent as before. Our latitude at noon on the 20th, was 
-41 deg. I min. North, and the longitude 210 deg. 2.:11" min. Weft. 
The variation of the compa[s about 7 deg. Eafl:erly. 

At noon) on the 21ft, our latitude was 14- deg. I I min. and 
the longitude 212 deg. 16 min. We lay"to during the night, with 
-'the fhip's head to the Northward, as we expeCted to fall in with 
[orne of the Ladrone Hlands; and it was neceifary to take every 
,precaution in our power to avoid danger. 

At day-light in the morning of the 22d, we bore up and made 
fail, fteering Weft by North. We ftill had a confrant fieady 
Eafterly breeze, with fine [ettled weather. At half paft ten 
-o'clock we faw land, bearing North 58 deg .. Weft. -During the 
forenoon we had great quantities of [mall bon etta about the 
fhip, a!1d our people caught feveral with hook and • line. There 
were vafi numbers of ganetts flying near the land, and indeed 
they were the only birds we faw. Thefe birds feed on the [maU 
'Donetta, ·as we frequently faw them dart into the water with afto
:nifhing ,rapidity, and they generally devoured their prey on the 
-furface before they took wing again. At noon we faw two 
l.flands, 'one bearing North, 55 deg. Vveft; the other North, 
-80 deg. Weft, about four leagues difrant. Our latituae was 14 
'deg. 46 min. North. 

On coming near the land, we raw three iflands which we took 
to be Tinian, Aguigan, and Saypan, according to the defcription 
of them by Anfon. At four o'clock the E~ft end of Tin~lG bore 
North 30 deg. Eafr, difiant four leagues; the peak of Saypan, 
North North Eafi; and the Weft end of Aguigan} North VvTeft 
by North, about four miles difrant. 

N n 2 At 
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1787. At the Weft end of Aguigan is a very fmall illand, or rather 
s~!:; a large rock, not more than a cable's length from it. 

According to our obfervations, Tinian is fituated in IS deg. 
North latitude; and 214 deg. 30 min. Weft longitude. 

Thefe iflands are remarkably free from rocks or lhoaIs, fa that 
veffels may fafely run by them in the night-time with moderate 
weather. Tinian is far the largeft, and trends nearly from South
Eaft to N orth-Weft. Saypan feems the next in point of extent, 
but lying the fartheft from our courfe,. I can give thee very little 
idea of it. Aguigan does not appear to be more than fix miI~ 
long, and is very narrow. They are all tolerably level except the 
peak on Saypan before mentioned. 

The author of An[on's Voyage round the WorId gives a molt 
enchanting defcription of Tinian" not only from its beautiful 
appearance, but from the plenty and variety of refrefhments it 
affords. 'Tis poffible that this account may be exaggerated, as
thofe navigators were in the greateft diftrefs for want of refrefh
ments, and falling in with an iiland where all their necefUties. 
were plentifully fupplied, the place would appear to them little· 
lefs than a terrefrrial paradife. However, be this as it may, we, 
thank God, had no occafion t6 touch here, having upwards of 
thirty live hogs on board, and all our people in high health and, 
fpirits, with every profpeEt of a fpeedy paffage to. China. 

At fix in the afternoon, the (enter of Aguigan borc. North" ' 
3 3 deg. Eaft, about five leagues diftant; and the weather being 
fine~ we froDd on dm'ing the night, fleering \Veft and by North.: 

From, 
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From this to the 3 Iil: we had little variety. A conllant Eafterly N 1787. 
. ovember. 

trade caufed a heavy fwell to fet In from Eaft North Eaft, and we ~ 
had frequent fquaIls with heavy rain. On the 31ft at noon, our 
latitude was 19 deg. 52 min. and the longitude, by lunar ob
fervation, 232 deg. The variation of the compafs is here little 
or nothing. 

On the Ill: of November we had a moderate breeze and fine 
weather. Our latitude at noon was 20 deg. 18 min. and the -
longitude 233 deg. 12 min. Weft.. The variation of the compafs 
about I deg. Wdierly. 

The weather growing fqually towards the evening, we double.:.. 
reefed the topfails, and reefed the mainfail: a very heavy fwell 
fet in from the Northward, and we had much lightning all round 
the G:ompa{s. In the night, the wind increafed to a thong gale, 
which continued with very little intermiffion during the whole of 
the 2d. Our obfervation at noon gave 2 I dcg. 2 min. latitude. 
Being now pretty near the latit~dc of the Bailiee IDands, at eight 
o'clock we hauled our wind to the Eaftward, not thinking it pru
dent to run in the night. At midnight we wore to the North 
North Weft, and at day-light in the morning of the 3d, the weather 
bein g pretty moderate, we made fail and bore up to the W e fl ward, 
The latitude at noon was 2] deg. 5 min. North; and the longitude 
237 deg. 24 min. Weft. During the afternoon we had a [hong 
Eaiter!y breeze. Some of our people imagined they faw land to
wards North Weft, but this- was very doubtfuL At nine.in the 
evening we fhortened fail and hauled our wind.to .the he orthwal:d, 
wearing occafionally during the night. At day-light in the morn
ing-of the 4th, we .. made. fail and bore up to the Weftward. The· 

forenoon 
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1737' forenoon was moderate, the weather thick and hazy, with a very 
N~. ,heavy fwell from the North North Eaft. 

At tvvo o'clock we faw a {mall ifland bearing North 40 deg. Weft, 
'about five leagues diftant; and prefentlyafterwards higher land ap
peared behind it, which we foon found to be an ifland, but con
fiderably larger than the firft. As we had no obfervatioll at noon 
to determine the latitude, we had various conjeCtures a:t firft 
what laud this could be, forne thinking the large iflandto be the 
South point of Fonnofa, and the fmaJler one Filla-Rete, hut we 
foon found thefe iflands to be Botel Tobago Xima. 

At fix o'clock the land bore North 24 deg. Weft, 12 miles difiant, 
the weather frill thick and hazy. Towards ,nine dclock we hauled 
by the wind to the Southward, making Jccafional boards during 
the night, as we judged Villa-Rete to be to the vVefrward, and 
confequently it was not prudent to frand 031. 

In the forenoon of the 5th, we had frequent fquaIls with rain, 
a heavy fwell fettingin from the Northward. OUf latitude at 
noon was 2 I deg. 35 min. North; and the longitude 239 deg. 37 
min. Weft. The wind blowing a frefll gale towards evening, we 
dofe-reefed the :topfails, and apprehending ourfelves clear of any 
,dan.ger, we ftood on during the night, freering Weft North Weft, 
with a frefh breeze at North North Eaft. 

At day-light in the morning of the 6th, we made fail, the 
weather being pretty moderate, the wind frill Rauling to the 
Northward. Our latitude at noon was 2 I deg. 37 min., and the 
longitude 24I deg. 55 min. Weft. During the afternoon we 
.had a ftrong breeze and cloudy weather, a heavy fwell frill fetting 
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from the Northward. "The nights being dark, and generally 1787. 

fqually, in the evening we clofe-reef~d the topfails and reefed the Novel:::; 
. f:' ~ mam all. 

At eight o'clock in the morning of the 7th, we faw land, bear
ing North WeiT, four or five leagues dif1:ant. On founding, we 
ftruck the bottom with a line of twenty-five fathom, grey fand. 
In the forenoon we paffed fix Chinefe fi.:fhing-boats. Our latitude 
at noon was 22 deg. 22 min. North. In the afternoon we faw a 
great number of fiihing-boats, and at five o'clock faw Pedro 
Blanco, a large rock, which has the appearance of a hay-flack, 
bearing Weft, about ten miles diftant. In the evening we 1hort
ened fail, and hauled by the wind to the Southward, making oc~ 
(afional boards during the night. " 

At fix o'clock in the mmning of the 8th, we made [IiI. The 
land in fight proved to be the Lema .(/lands, the extremes of which 
-bore from North Eai1:: to" Weft North Weft, about five leagues di[
tanto On founding, we had a fandy bottom with tvrenty-four fa
thom line. Though there was a great number of Chinefe boats at 
a fmall diflance from us~ yet no pilot coming on board, at eleven 
o'clock we made a fignal for one, and prefently afterwards an old 
Chinaman came on board as a pilot, bringing certificates fro111 a 

number of Captains whom he had taken to Macao. He gave us to 
underftand that he could take the verrel no farther than Macao, 
and demanded fifty dollars to carry us there, but at length agreed 
for thirty dollars. OUf latitude at noon was 22 deg. 7min. North. 
By this time we were near the entrance of the Lema Hlands, 
which are very numerous, and have a moa uncomfortable, bar

ren, and dreary appearance. 

During 
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1787. 'During the afternoon feveral pilots came on board. One of 
~. ,them who could fpeak Engliih informed us, that we muft come 

to anchor at Macao, and get a choppe or permit from the Cuftom. 
houfe there, before we could proceed to Canton. Our breeze 
grew light and variable, yet we kept ftanding on, and near mid
night came to anchor in Macao Roads, in fix fathom water, 
over a foft muddy bottom. OUf foundings amongft the Lema 
Iflands were, from fifteen to five fathom, over a foft bottom. 

In my next I hope to give thee an account of our arrival at 
Canton, and our proceeding-s there. Adieu. 

Thine ever, 

W. B. 
MACAO, } 

November 9th. 

LETTER XLIII. 

rrHE fituation .of our anch~ring birth in Macao Road, was 
22 deg. 9 mm. North latltude, Macao bearing Weft one

half South, about eight miles diftant, the grand Ladrone South 
by Eaft, and the peak of Lintin nearly Eail:. 

At day-light in the ~orning of the 9th, we faw a large {hip at 
::mc1u!, about three mIles off our lee-quarter. On hoiil:ing our 
~olours.) fhe {hewed Englifh ones in return, fo that we took her 

for 
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for an Eaft Indiaman juft arrived. At eight o'clock our Captain 1787. 
. h hi' November. went In t e w a e-boat to Macao, In order to procure a choppe ~ 

for our paffage to Canton, and to learn the beft method of expe-
. diting -our bufinefs. Towards afternoon the wind blew very 

frefh from North North Eaft and North Eaft, and in the evening 
increafed to a gale, on which we let go the beft bower. 

During the night, and former part of the loth, the wind con-. 
tinued to blow very frefh from the fame quarter, which caufed 
the veffel to pitch very much, but growing moderate towards the 
afternoon, we took up the beft bower. 

At ten o'clock in the evening a Chinefe boat came along-fide, 
bringing a Mr. Folger on board; he was Chief Mate of the vefi'el 
we had feen in the Roads, and which proved to be the Imperial 
Eagle, Captain Berkley, who, thou mayeft remember, was feen by 
Captain Colinett in King George's Sound. In confequence of a 
quarrel with Captain Berkley, he had left him and been at Macao, 
where, "meeting with Captain Dixon, he had procured a pailage 
with us to Canton. 

We learnt from Mr. Folger, that the Imperial Eagle left Oftend 
the 23d of November, 1786) and that King George's Sound was 
the fartheft they had been to the Northward on the coaft. They 
procured a good many valuable ikins a degree or two to the South
ward of King George's Sound; and their cargo confifted of 
nearly feven hundred prime ikins, and many of inferior value. In 
the courfe of their trade they met with a moil: melancholy acci- -
dent. Captain Berkley frequently fent his long boat with his Se
cond Mate, Mr. Mackie, and ten or twelve of his people, to trade 

,''With the Indians ill places on the coaft where the [hip had not 
o 0 ~~&. 



1787. 
November. 
~ 

A VOYAGE TO THE 

accefs. In one of thefe excurfions, Mr. Miller, Second Mate, Mr .. 
Beale, Purfer, and two of the people, left the boat, and went in' 
an Indian canoe to trade with the inhabitants on [hare, taking 
with them a !beet of copper for that pm'pofe, but were never feen 
afterwards. Some of the Imperial Eagle's people landed at the 
place next day, and found fome pieces of their doaths and li!1en 
mangled and bloody, but no part of their bodies, fa that they 
doubtlefs had been murdered, and their bodies either eat or burnt.. 

This fad catafrrophe fufficientIy evinces the cruelty of thefe· 
people, and at the fame time may teach aU future navigators ne .. · 
ver to put too much confidence in thefe Savages, however friendly" 
they may feem to be. 

About noon on the 11th our Captain returned from' Macao,· .. 
bringing a pilot with him to take the veffel to Canton-,. on whicn
we immed~~tely difcharged our former pilot.. We had been under. 
forne degr~e of anxiety on account of Captain Dixon's long ab
fence; but iLfeems the Chinefe are not very expeditious in tran[
aCting their bufinefs, and there is no remedy for thefe delays but· 
patience. There came with the Captain from Macao, Mr. Rofs,. 
Firft Mate of the Nootka, (which veffel arrived here fome time be .. 
fore us) a Mr. Moore, the Purfer, and 'lJano) a Sandwich Hland 
Chief whom Captain Meares had brought from Atoui, as paf
fengers to Canton. 

It feems the N ootka received confiderable damage on firft 
coming into lVIacao Roads in a gale of wind, in confequence of 
which their furs had been fent to Canton in another veffel. 

The 
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"The tide being in our favour, we weighed anchor at one 1787. 

o'clock, and made fail, with light variable winds and fine weather. ~ 
From Macao Roads, to Wam po, the place of our deftination, the 
courfe is neatly North North Weft, and the diftanee about twenty-
three leagues. 

Near the midway is a narrow pa£fage called the Bocea Tigris J 

defended by a paltry fort on each fide the river. 

From the Ilt11 to the 14th we were employed in working up 
to this paffage, the wind being conil:antly againft us, fa that we 
were obliged to anchor every tide. 

At four in the afternoon of the 14th, we paffed the Bocca Ty
;gris, and foon after, the tide being done, came to anchor in five 
'fathom and a half water. The foundings up the river from Ma·· 
'Cao are from eight to four fathom, over a foft bottom. 

A Mandarine boat now came along-fide us, with a perfon fent 
by Government to attend our veffel, much of the fame nature as 
'the Cuftom-houfe Officers in England, as we were informed his ! 

:bufinefs was to prevent any illicit trade from being carried on. 

At one o'clock in the morning of the 15th, we weighed and 
I 

made fail. Having light variable airs, our boats were hoifted out 
'and fent a-head to tow the veffel. We kept working up the ri
ver in this manner during the whole of the 15th, and at fix: 
o'clock in the morning of the J 6th, came to anchor at the bottom 
of Wampo Roads, in four fathom and a half water. Soon after
wards our paffengers ~eft us; and towards noon, after giving'or
ders for the veffel to proceed to the upper end of the fleet, 

. 0 0 2 Captain 
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1787. Captain Dixon went in a Chinefe paffage-boat to Canton, in 
November, 1 f hEft J d' C ' S h "'--.-' order to earn rom tea n!a ompany supercargoes t e 

beft method of facilitating our bufinefs. 

At eleven o'clock we weighed and began to warp through 
the fleet up the river. At three in the afternoon we anchored 
with the fmall bower, in four fathom and a half water, over 
a muddy bottom, mooring with. the ll:ream anchor; the vil~ 

lage of Wampo bore Weft North Weft. Canton is about four
teen miles higher up the river, but the Ihips of the different 
countries who trade to China are not admitted farther than 
Wampo. Indeed I believe the river is. not navigable for large 
veffels fo far as Canton. 

As it was Captain Dixon~s wiIh to procure freIh provifions Eor 
the fhip's company as foon as poffible, no time was 10ft in mak .. 
ing every neceffary enquiry for that purpofe, and we [oon learnt, 
that in fpite of our utmoft care it would be impoffible to avoid 

. a number of impofitions: that every veffel was fupplied with 
whatever provifions they wanted by an officer, called a Compradon, 
who always demanded a cumfoau, or gratuity of three hundred. 
dollars, exclufive of the profit which would accrue to him from.. 
[erving us with provifions ... 

A demand of this nature' appeared fo· very exorbitant, that we' 
determined, if pollible, to avoid it; and a Captain Taiker, from 
Bombay, whofe veffi:llay near ours, kindly. offered. to, furnifu us 
with beef for the prefent. This, however, Gould not be done 
without caution; for we had a. Hoppo or Cullom-houfe boat on 
each fide the veffe1, with.offic.ers on board,_ who made it a point 

tot 
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to· prevent any beef coming on board unlefs furnifhed by a Com~ 1787-

:prador. ~~ 

I. During this time our people were employed in unbending the 
fails, unreeving the running rigging, and doing whatever jobbs 
were immediately neceffary. 

In the forenoon of the 17th the Captain returned from Canton. 
He was informed by the Company's Superc<irgoes that no fieps 
could pe taken refpeCting the difpofal of our furs, till the Super
intendant of the Chinefe Cuftoms had been on board to meafure 
our veffel; and as the King George was expeCted foon, he would 
not come tin after her arrival. 

" 
The Hoppo, as he is generally called, is a perfon of very great 

authority,. and next in rank to the Viceroy of Canton. Having 
procured fome beef from Captain Ta.£ker" the fhip's Company 

. were allowed two pounds per man, each day, with a proportionate 
quantity of greens, the man in the hoppo boat undertaking to 
fupply us with every thing of the vegetable kind we might want. 

~ 

< All the fpirits on board being expended, on the 19th we pur
chafed a leger of arrack from a Dutchman, for forty-five dollars. 
In the afternoon we took up the {l:ream anchor, and moored with 
both bow€rs, a mooring junk being bent to the fmall bower. The 
Hoppo officer having found out by fome means or other, that vie 

were fupplied with beef by Captain Taiker, put a frop to it; and 
. we again bid fair to live on ~alt provifions, or pay a Comprador's 
~xtravagant cumjhau. In this dilemna, Mr. Moore, Fi~ft Mate 0f 
the Royal Admiral, Captain Huddart, happening to c~H,onboard) 
and hearing our iituatiol1, kindly undel took to furnii11 us with . 

.- ... ~. beef , , ... , JL 
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1787. beef, on condition that we fent our boat for it evety tn6rtlint~ 
-November. and always took care not to let the beef be [een. We willingly 
~ accepted his offer, and our boat was fent to the Royal Admiral 

:regularly every morning, and had generally the ,goed fortune t() 

get the beef on board unper~eived. 

On the 23d our CaptaIn went to Canton, and returned the fame 
revening, having heard that the King George was arrived at 
lVlacao, which was a.. moft agreeable pie~e of intelligence. 

At noon on the 24th Captain Dixon went in the whale-boat~ 
with feven hands, to meet the King George, in order to affift in 
towing her up the river, iliould the:y not have a favourable 
breeze. 

On over-hauling our 1tock of provifions it appeared that we 
had fome to difpofe of; and this afternoon we fold three tierces 6f 
beef to a Leghorneze veffel which lay in the river, at twenty-four 
dollars per tierce. 

About noo'n on the 25th,' our confort, the King George, arrived 
in the river, and anchored near us; bringing all her people m 
good health and {pirits, to our very great fatisfaClion. 

Captain Portlock's fuccefs on the coaft, after we left him, had 
been nothing equal to our's; indeed it was not to be expected that 
he c~uld procure many furs in Prince William's Sound, though 
110 effort was left untried for that purpofe; the boats being con .. 
frantly out in the adjacent creel5.s and inlets, at a difiance from 
the iliip. 

Th~ 
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The long-boat had been, pretty fuccefsful in Cook's River, and 1787. 

had made two trips; being obliged tocorlie.back the.£irft time for ~ • 
• a frefh allortment .of trade •. 

After leaving Prince William's Sound; Captain Portlock had 
fallen in with a harbour' betwixt· Crofs Sound and the Bay of 
Iilcmds., The. paffa~e into it. is rather dangerous, and it affords 
no great quantity of futs·; fo that it will be no object for future 
traders. His 10ng~bDat had found a pafTage from thence into 
Norfolk Sound; at which place the inhabitants !hewed his people 
tin kettles, pewter bafons, &c. which they. immediately knew had, 
been bartered by us. 

From this place Captain Portlock fteered direCtly for Sandwich!. 
Hlands, where he arrived about a week ·after we left them; fo that
our meet~ng the Prince. of Wales off King George's Sound, was 
p,articularly fo~tuQate, as our waiti1lg for Captain Portlock there 
would.havebeen [0 much time .entirely loft. Rut to return.---

In the morning of the. 26th both our .Captains went to Canton)) 
and returned in the afternoon of the 27th. Mr. Browne (Prefi~ 
dent of the Supercargoes) affured them that the Superintendant, 
of theCnftoms (or John Tuck, .. as the. Chi~e[e commonly call 
him) would come to meafure both veffels very {hortly, and ti.at·· 
immediately afterwards, our bufinei's fhould be expedited without, 
delay. During this time our people.were employed in overhauling 
the rigging,. and doing every other necefiary work that was re- . 

quired. 

On the 29th, at three o'clock in the afternoon, Mr.Williaru 
Macleod Firft Mate of the King George~ depart(;d this. life. His 
). , 
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1787. death was not occafioned by any diforder caught during the prefent 
'N.0=mb~r. v-Oyage, but from an old complaint in the urethra, which fre-

y quently occafioned a fuppreffion of urine, and other alarming 
fymptoms, during the latter part of the voyage. At the time of 
,his being taken ill (which was on the. 28th) he was on a vifit on 
board the Locka 1ndiaman; and his drinking fome ftale porter . 
after dinner brought on fa violent a relapfe of his diforder, as was 
fuppofed to be the immediate caufe of his death. He died uni
verfally lamented by his friends and acquaintance, and was interred, 
in the forenoon of the 30th, on Frenchman's J£land. 

At t~n o'clock in the morning of the 2d of December we were 
honoured with the prefence of John Tuck'on board. He was at
tended by a numerous retinue, who paid him a princely refpett, 
faluting him at his coming upon deck with a bent knee. 

This vifit feems to be a mere matter of form, as they only 
rneafure from the foremail: to the taffrel, and then athwart near 
the gangway, which certainly can give them but a very imperfect 
idea of a veffel's burthen : however they demand (I am informed) 
no lefs than a thoufand pounds il:eriing, as a port charge, for this -
piece of mummery. His Excellency made us a prefent of two· 
poor buffaloes, eight jars of famlhu, (a fpirit fa bad that we 
threw it overboard) and eight bags of ground rice, about forty 
pounds' each. 

This neceffary piece of bufinefs being over, proper meafures 
were taken to get our furs to Canton. We learnt, on en.quiry, 
that a choppe, or Cuftom.houfe boat mull: be procured at Canton 
for the cargo of -each veiTel, the expence of which would be fif
teen dollars-each: however, as the King George's cargo was con-

fiderably 

.. 
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li:derably lefl) than our's, we judged that by taking their furs 1787. 

on board our veffel, the expence of a boat might be faved: ac- December. 

cordingly, this afternoon we received from the King George feven '--v--J 

puncheons and two flop-chefts of, furs. 

On the 4th Captain Dixon went to Canton, to g~t every thing 
in readinefs at our faCtory for ftowing the furs, and to fend a 
boat to carry them up. In the morning of the 5th a choppe boat 
came along-fide for our cargo; Captain Portlock likewife fent a 
fmall cheft, and a bundle of furs on board. 

We fent to Canton twenty-three puncheons, two chefts, and 
two caiks, containing the whole of our furs; and feven puncheons, 
three chefts, and one bundle, belonging to the King George; the 
particular contents of all which, I {hall, perhaps, have occafion 
to mention hereafter. 

From our firft arrival 'till now, the people had been employed 
in overhauling the rigging and repairing whatever was defeCtive; 
our main yard had been condemned, and another fubfrituted in its 
room, with fundry other neceffary jobs. On the 6th we began 
.to clear the hold, and fent our empty caiks on {hore to be re
paired: the failMmakers were employed in making fundry new 
fails, and repairing the old ones. Thefe different employments 
engroffed the greateft part of this month; and indeed we were in 
no particular hurry, as none of our furs were yet difpofed of, 
and till then we could not take in any cargo for the Eaft-India 

Company., 

On the 26th the Carpenters began to caulk between decks. 
Captain Portlock purchafed a number of rattans, for the purpofe 

Pp ~ 
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1787' of dunn aging the hold; and this afternoon we received 897 bun
~be~. dIes from the Rofe, and on the 27th, 563 bundles more. 

We are in daily expeCl:ation of hearing good news from Can
ton, fo that our preparations on board for a cargo of tea go on 

brifkly. Adieu. 

WAMPO, 1 
December 28th. S 

LETTER 

Thine, ever, I 

W.B. 

XLIV. 

A s we were now anxious to have the verrel/ready for a cargo., 
and the weather was rather precarious, we engaged two 

Caulkers from the Houghton Indiaman, on the 2 ~th bf Decem
ber, to ailift our Carpenters, it being abfolutely neceffary, to have 
the fhip tight, bef.ore we could pretend to take any teas <'n 
board. 

On the 29th an American veffel called the Alliance, Captain 
Read, anchored in the river. This vellel is frigate built, aEd had 
been employed againft l1S with fome degree of fuccefs during our 
late unhappy conteft with the Americans; but now it feems'their 

2 jpears 
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j)ears are turned to pruning-hooRs, and their frigates to merchant- 1787. 
December. 
~ 

men •. 

For fo~e days paft our fupply of beef from the Royal Admiral 
had been by no means regular,. and we had been obliged to ufe 
fait provifions more than once; this occafioned us to apply to 
Captain Portlock, (who had engaged a Comprador on his firft 
arrival in the river) and on the 3 Iii we began to receive our beef 
from the King George. 

By this time our after-hold was clear, and the ca:fks on the 
ground tier ready for water; on this the long-boat was fent to 
Canton, that being the neareft place where water can be procured 
fit for ufe. 

Whilft every thing on board our vena was getting forward 
with the utmoft difpatch, in order to be ready for a cargo when
ever the Council of Supercargoes !hould think proper to fend one, 
our bufinefs at Canton was totally at a frand, none of our furs 
being as yet difpofed of. 

In order to form fome idea bf the probable reafons for this de
lay, it perhaps may be neceffary to fay a fevi VJords refpeB:ing the 
confignment of our ikins, the methuds taken by the perfons they 
were configned to fur the difp,)61 of them, ar.d the various impe
,diments raifed by the Chinefe to prevent their bc~ing fold to, ad

vantage. 

At the time our voyage was firft fet on foot, China was the 
market fixed on for the diipofal of whatever furs v/e migh pro
-cure.; and at the [arne time it was Judged of no imalJ. c0111cqnence 

to 
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to procure a freight from thence. An agreement with the Eafr
India Company was accordingly made; our furs were to be fold 
to their Supercargoes at a fair price, or left in their hands for 
them to difpofe of at a future opportunity, and they were to have 
a certain per centage on whatever fum of money they might fetch. 

No fooner were the fkins landed at our factory, than a particu
lar account of them was taken by a fet of M~rchants belonging to 
the Cuftoms, and who (1 underftand) give. fecurity to the Empe~ 
rdr for the duty being paid: another account was taken by people" 
employed, by Mr., Browne for that purpofe ... 

Our frins being properly afforted, the quantity fixed on to be 
difpofed of by Mr. Browne was 2,552, fea-otter £kins" 434 cub~ 
and 34 fox fkins. 

The remainder of our' cargo, which confifted of 1',080 beaver' 
tails, fundry indifferent pieces of beaver ikim and cloaks, 110, 

fur feals, about IS0, land. beaver:r fixty fine cloaks of the earlefs 
marmot; together with fundry racoon, fox), lynx, &c~ were left 
to be difpofed of by our Captains in the heft manner they were' 
able; probably for no other reafon than to, furni£h· them with, 
money for their current expenees, and no doubt expecting what 
they had left would be harely fufficient for that purpofe. 

In regard to the fale of our furs, I £hould firft obferve, that 
there is at Canton a Company of wealthy I Merchants, called tne 
Hong-Merchants, with whom our Eaft India Company tranfaCl 
all their bufinefs, and purchafe from them the whole of the tea 
and China-ware fent to Great Britain. To thefe people our furs 
were vffered) with an expectation of their immediately taking them. 

L off 
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'off our hands at an advantageo~s price; but here we were woefully, 1787. 

difappointed, and we found, to our coft, the fad miftake of our D~ 
Owners, in appointing the Supercargoes to have the fole difpofal of 
their property, for the moment thefe Hong-Merchants had looked 
the !kins over, and fixed a, value on them, no other Merchant durft 
int~rfere in the purchafe: indeed as the quantity above-mentioned 
was not fuffered to be divided, there were not many people except 
thefe Hong-Merchants who had it in their power to buy fo large a 
parcel, and advance the money immediately: add to this, the duty 
on merchandize in the Port of Canton feems not to be regulated 
by any fixed rule~ but refts in a great meafure in the breafts of 
thofe appointed by the Hoppo to lay it on, and who fix it higher 
or lower at pleafure. With thefe people the Hong-Merchants 
have great influence; fo that had any indifferent perfon been at 
liberty to purchafe our !kins, and difpofed to give us an 'advan-
tageous price for them" the fear of having an enormous duty to 
pay, would at once deter him from any attempt of the kind; this 
we found ftrialy verified more than once. 

In this poor fituation were we with refpett to the fale of Oill' 

cargo, during, the month of December, and the greateft part of 
January: either we muft clofe with the paltry offers which the 
Hong-Merchants had made to the Supercargoes, or be under the 
:necellity of leaving our furs in their hands undifpofed"of; this 
both parties, knew we wiilied to avoid, if pollible. Mean while, 
fume of the refufe which they had left for us to difpofe of, fold to 
confiderable advantage; the 1,080 tails fold for two dollars each; 
the fur feals for five dollars each, and a fmall parcel of rubbiih for 
;fifty-five dollars .. 

On. 
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17U;. On the 7th .of January, 1788, we fent to Canton 130 pekelof 
January. 1. 1. ~ _flints, a parcel of blankets, and leveral grois of buckles; a Hoppa 

. boat was alfo loaded with flints from the King George. The blan
kets 'and buckles were brought out to trade with the Americans; 
and we were given to underftand they were a very faleable artide 

-amongfl: the Chinefe. 

By the 14th, our quarter-deck being completely caulked, we paid 
it over with a compofition of damar and oil; the main and fore~ 
mafts were alfo paid with the fame compofition. 

On the 20th, two Eafl: India Captains came to furvey our veffel, 
by the direction of the Supercargoes, previous to their fending 
any teas on board; they found fe,veral defects in our lOlver deck, 
and gave directions for having it properly fecured; at the fame 
t:me they fent us a carpenter and a caulker, to affift our people in 
expediting this bufinefs. 

In the afternoon :l boat came along-fide, with 100 chefts bohea 
tea. At el-._~ven o'clock in the evening we parted our mooringjunk, 
on which we got alIt the large kedge and ftream -cable to fteady 
the Ihip. 

The C;urveyors having ordered our lower deck to be floated, on 
the::.:/] tHe Carpenters got the dams ready for that purpoie; and 
at e1ev,-:D o'cluck, the Surveyors again coming on board, found the 
veifel completely ~~t for a cdrgo. 

On the 25th we had the good fortune to recover our fmall bower, 
together with nine fathom of the junk. 

On 
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On the 26th, our principal furs, viz. the 2,552 otter; 434 cub, 
and 34 fox, were fold and delivered to the Eafi: India Company's 
Supercargoes, for 50,000 dollars. 

It {hould feern, that our Captains had only a mere negative in 
this buunefs; but finding it impoffible to obtain a better price, and 
it being high time to think of failing, they were glad to clofe with 
this offer, though very far {hort of what we at one time had rea[on 
to expeEt: indeed there now were other reafons, and thofe very 
weighty ones, befides what I have already mentioned, for conclud
ing this bufinefs" The furs brought by the Nootka had recently 
been fold for 9,750 dollars :---700 fine fea-otter 11::.ins, (the C3.rgo of 
the Imperial Eagle, Captain Berkley) were in the hands of Mr. 
:Beale, a principal Owner, and refident at Canton :--- I ,000 o~tcr

fkins were £;;nt by the Spaniih Miilionaries from California, and 
that part of the coaft towa~ds King, George's Sound, to Manilla, 
and -from thence were lately arrived at Canton :---two French ve[
fels which had been' upon the American coail: on difcovery, and 
lately arrived at Macao, had picked up 200 fine fea otter-fkins 5. 

add to this, a great number of black rabbit-:!kins and fur-l~:':1~s, 
which are held in tolerable cf~imation here, had lately been Lrvu?:)lt 
from England: all thefe being in the market at once, quite glut
ted it, and had fuch an effeCt on the Chinefe, tInt they lcar-cly 
thought furs worth taking away. Thefe circumitanc'3s Lc~_;s duly 
confidered, it certainly was the mort p-:',cle;1t ftepOi_1r CapL-iLs 
could poffibly, take to clofe with the Supercargoes, as (~:;d'--lfive 

of other confiderations) by this means we were enabled to rem] t 
bills of exchange to our Owners, and cm dtpanure \.,-,::) zt\,t:y 

facilitated. 

On 

1788. 
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l7B8.On the 30th, we -received on boar~ the remaining part of our 
Jomuary. f 
~ cargo 0 teas. 

I have before obferved, that there were fundry parcels of inferior 
furs, together with the marmot cloaks, which we were permitted 
to fell; a few of thefe had been difpofed of, but the greateft part' 
.frill lay on our hands, and they being the only thing which now 
detained us at China, we at lail: fold the whole, together with the 
flints, buckles, and blankets, to Chichinqua, for J ,000 dollars .; 
the old man at the fame time obferving, that he had no other 
motive for making this purchafe, than a willi to haften our depar
ture, it being a pity, he faid, that two fuch fmall vefTels as our's 
fhould be detained at a heavy expence for fuch a trifle. I am in
dined to think, that old Chichinqua was fincere in this affertion, 
for when the furs were delivered to his people, they feemed to re
gard them as mere rubbifh, though a month before, they would 
certainly have fetched at Ie ail: four times the money; but at that 
time we were not at liberty to fell any thing whatever. 

By this time our cargo was properly ftowed, our water COnt

pleated, and every thing ready for fea. At ten o'clock in the 
morning of the 5th of February we unmoored, and at twelve 
w.eighed anchor and made fail, having a breeze at North North 
Weft. At three in the afternoon we pme to with the fmall 
bower, at the bottom of the fleet, in fix fathom water. In the 
evening our Captains arrived from Canton, having difcharged the 
factory, and finally fettled all our bufinefs there. ~. 

In the morlling of the 6th the King George unmoored, but 
having little or no wind, the warped down the fleet, and came up 
·with us about four o'clock. Having the wind generally contrary, 

we 
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~e came to every tide, and did not arrive in fight of Macao till the 
morning of the 9th,when we anchored in Macao Roads; Macao 
bearing Weft South Weft, and the Peak of Lintin Eafi: about four 
leagues difi:ant. 

Our grand o~jea being now compleated, thou mayeft eafily 
imagine we are anxious for a fpeedy and fafe paffage to Old Eng
land, but no one more than thine, &c. 

MACAO, 1 
l"eb. loth. ' 

LET T E R XLV. 

W.E. 

C· HI N A is a place fo much frequented by Engliilimen, 011 

account of the very extennve commerce carried on there by 
the Eaft India Co~pany, and on that account fo univerfally 
known,. that it will perhaps be ridiculous for me to make any re
marks concerning it; however, as thou art fond of novelty, and 
perhaps art no farther acquainted with China than by perufing 
Dzt Halde, I fhall trouble thee with what few obfervations I have 
been able to make concerning this place and its inhabitants. 

,Were we to form our opinion of this country, from the impref
fions its firfi: appearance makes, it would be of the mofi: unfavour
-able kind, as fcarcely any thing in nature can have a more barren, 
-dreary, and uncomfortable afpect, than the Lema If1ands, or 111-

~ deed 
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deed the face of the country~ aftefl we arrive in Macao Roads; but 
by the time we reach the Bocca Tigris, the profpeCl: brightens: 
from thence to Canton the river affumes a ferpentine form, and 
every turn prefents to your view a different branch of the river~ 
many of which are natural, and others the effeCts of labour and 
art. Numerous villages are feen in thefe different viftos, and they 
abound with a pleafrl1g variety of beautifullandfcapes, agreeably 
diverfified with plains, and gently riling grounds: the fummitsof 
the hills are adorned with lofty Pagodas; the rifinggrounds are 
ornamented with trees of various forts, whofe verdure is in _ con
frant fncceffion, and refembles an everlafting fpring, whilft the 
plains afford large quantities of fug:=tr-cane and rice. 

Yet with all thefe combined advantages of nature and art, thefe 
profpects, 10 truly pleafing at a diftance, lofe much of their effect on 
a nearer approach. The foiI-is generallyofaloofe fandy nature) and
the furface of the earth is far from poffeiling that beautiful ver
dure for which the Britiili plains are fo remarkable, and feems but 
ill adapted either for pafrurage, or the cultivation of grain in gene
raJ. The villages, though numerous, and extremely populous, are 
'with fO~Tle f:~VI exceptions, opprem:d with poverty and want; andl 
believe the quant,ity of rice produced here, is quite infufficient for
the confumption of the inhabitants, great quantities being yearly 
imported from Manilla, and the Eaft: Indies. I' 

The climate at \Vampo is extremely unhealthful, and fuch 
great and fudden variations are there in the temperature of the 
air, that I have frequently known the thermometer to change from 
41 deg. to 86 deg. in twenty-four hours. The country to the 
North Eaft is low and mariliy, and the heavy damp fogs exhaled 

. from thence, frequently bring on aguesj intermitting fevers, and 
z. fluxes ~ 

\ 
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fluxes; though probably this lail diforder is' accelerated by the ]7 815. 
Febr';l}lry> 

quantity of arrack which the failors frequently drink to excefs. ~ 

Wampo, as I have already obferved, is the rendezvous for fhips 
of all nations, tl;ading to China. Here you fee Engli£h, French, 

Dutch, Danes, Swedes, Italians, and Pruilians: the Americans] 
too, have, it [eerns, overcome their diftafie againfi tea, and have 
opened a trade for that commodity with the Chinefe. Till thefe 
few years the Germans had a faCtory at Canton, but at prefent the 
Imperial Company is infolvent, and they dare not fend any veffels 
to China, for fear of having them feized in part of payment for the 
debt already incurred. 

I greatly qltefiion, whether the trade carried on by our Eafi India 
Company to China, is not of more con;c,{uence, than that of aU 
other nations put together, if indeed we except that carried on by 
the Chinefe Merchants to Manilla and Batavia, which 1::. very extell

five. 

\ 

The Captains of £hips, during their fray here, hire temnorary 
war>-;~oufes of the Chinefe, iituated near the river fide, for the 
Ipurpofe oE landing thr~~l fiores or cargo, whilft their vellels are r:::
pairing, or carrying 011 any emplo:JmcLlt that can be done more 
conveniently hel"e :~han 1j,1 board: in this rsfpeCt, the Fre~h:h have 
greatly the advantage over ,IS, fOf their vlarehoufes are tltclated on 
a dry comfortable illand, where they have not only every conveni
ence for carrying on tht!1 refpe:?cive employmen l 3, hut h,lVe like
wife a c'Jmfortable hofpital for the reception of tilelf fick; w;,ce::s 

the En;111h warehoufes, be;ng chieHy on the low marillY ground 

before-mentioned, are III forne meafure precluded fi"om t~leie ad

vantages, 
Canton 
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Canton is fituated on the Tigris, about four leagues froul: 
Wampo. Here the different nations who trade with the Chinefe' 
have faCtories for the refidence of their Confuls or Supercargoes. 
Thefe form a tolerably handfome range of buildings, fituated on a 
kind of quay, near the river-fide, about a quarter of a mile in 
length; but that belonging to the Engli!h is incomparably ____ the 
moil: elegant and commodious. N one of thefe Fat1urs are al
lowed to fray at Canton after the fhips leave the country, but 
al~ays go in the laft velTel to Macao, where they refide till- the 
fhipping returns next feafon. 

Adjoining to thefe public faCtories are a number of private 
ones, which are occupied by the Captains of different veffels, who 
hire them during their fray here from the Hong-Merchants, as 
they generally refide at Canton for the greater conveniency of 
tranfaCting their bufinefs with the Supercargoes, or any private 
concerns of their own. 

Behind thefe faCtories, are the city and fuburbs of CantOli. Of 
the city I can form but very little idea, as no [hanger is admitted 
within its gates. The ftreets of the fuburbs in general are ex-· 
ceeding1y narrow and inconvenient, but are tolerably clean, be
ing paved with broad flag-frones. They confift entirely of' the 
fhops and warehoufes of different trades and manufactures .carried 
on here, which are fometimes very extenfive, but feldom confift 
of more than one frory. 

Canton is extremely populous; but nothing can better fhew 
how difficult it is to form a competent idea, of the number of its- . 
inhabitants, than the different opinions of various authors who· 
have profeffedly wrote on the fubject, fome reckoning more than 

1 a million, 
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a million, and others again eighty thoufand. Without taking 
"notice of fuch abfurd difproportions, I null jufr obferve, that 
the calculation made by Captain King, is, in my humble opinion, 
by far neareft to the truth: he computes the number of inha
bitants to be one hundred and fifty thou{and, which is certainly 
a very moderate calculation. 

Bendes thefe, there -are an amazing number of people who 
live altog'.::ther on the water, in bDats, called fampans, and 
amount, according to the loweft calculation, to forty thoufand; 
.but I am inclined to think they con!iderably exceed that number. 
The greater part of thefe poor wretches obtain a precarious live
lihood by fiiliing, and perhaps fo,ne trivial employments occa
fionally picked up on the river. Others again ply as conftant 
paffage-boats from place to place, after the manner of our water
men: for two dollars you may hire a handfome fampan, with 
good accommodations for eight or ten people, to take you from 
Wampo to Canton. Thefe boats are fitted up in the infide al
moft like a parlour, with '3 table and chairs for the paffengers. 
They have lattices made of pC1rl, and covered with a neat arched 
roof of bamboo. 

The lower ~cind of people live en;:ire1y on rjc~, with perhaps a 
little riili, barely fufficient to give it a reliLh, v;hiHl the lVI:::nda
rines, and in lJl0rt all thofe whvfe CirCUlTlfianCe3 will afFord it, 
pamper themfdves with every 1,:i~ld of lux~try, and are remarkably 
fond of relifhing fauces and highly [eafoned dilhes. 

The common produce of the kitchen-gardcl1, fuch as cabbages, 
carrots, greens,. turnips, potatoes,. Occ. are in great plenty lv~p., 

c.na 
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qSS, ,and yet, fuch is the poverty of the cornman people, that very 
.F ebruary. few of thefe fall to their {hare. 
~ 

'The artificers' in various manufactures here, are very ingeni
'()US and expert. To fay any thing about the excellence of their 
,<:hina-ware, would be abfurd, as every female goffip in England ' 
can harangue by the hour about the neatnefs and elegance of her 
clall « long fit," though, to be lure, it did not coft near fo much as 
her neighbours j but-__ CC indeed fhe wonders how Jome people can 
have fa little tafle 1" 

Their numerous patterns in filk and velvet are certainly inge
nious and well-fancied; but for goodnefs of fabric, and lafiing 
beauty, they undoubtedly mufi give place to aur looms in Spital
Fields. 

Many of their artificers !hew a great degree of dexterity and 
ingenuity, particularly in their cabinet and lacquered work; 
,many of thefe things are: however, merely ornamental, and but 
little calculated for real utility. 

The Chinefe method of wearing their hair is fomething fingu
Jar, though I believe the fame cufrorn prevails ali over the Eaft. 
They iliave the head elole, except a fn,all circular place on the 
crown; this being frequently fhaved when t:lci are mere infants, 
the hair afterwards grows remarkably long, and is wore in a neat 
triple plait. 

The women fuffer their hair to grow long, and drefs it in neat 
circular folds on the top ot the \e2.d, in a CO[~iC:l1 form; in this 
curious fold a number of ornaments are wore by the betttr fort. 

, Small 
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Small feet are reckoned extremely handfome a~ongfr the fe
males, fo, that they are cramped up from their infancy; and by 
this means many of them are little better than cripples. 

In regard to their Government, I can fay but IittI~. The Em
peror is of Tartarian extraCtion, and may, I believe, be called a 
clefpotic monarch; at Ieaft, the fubordinate parts of Government, 
fuch as the Cufroms, &c. we can experimentally fay, are ftriB:ly 
fo. However, we have undoubted proofs that their police is in. 
fome refpeCts better regulated than that of any country in the 
world; for the Englifh Supercargoes, on their leaving Canton, 
frequently leave at leaf!: one hundred thoufand pounds in fpecie 
behind them, under no better fecurity than the feal of the Hong.-:
Merchants and Mandarines, The Captains at the different pri
vate factories trufr their property, without the Ieafi: fcruple, to., 

the care of Chinefe fervants, and, 1 believe,. an inftance of di£
hone!l:y was fcarcely ever heard of._ 

\ 

I have before obferved, that the Chinefe are fond of high-fea
foned diChes, yet they are very moderate in their meals, never 
making more than two in the day; the firft about ten in the 
morning, the fecond about five in the afternoon; tlle intermediate 
time is employed, by thofe not engaged in bufinels, in fmoaking~ 
drinking tea, and paying vifits to their neighbours. 

The Chinefe language is exceedingly difficult to .be underftood'; 
and this does not proceed from its being ~opious, but quite the 
reverfe, the fame word having a great variety of fignifications, ac
cording to the different modes of pronunciation, and this variety 
of emphafis is oft difiinguifhed by a kind of fifiging tone; fo that 
I am inclined to think a party of Chinefe obliged to cOl~verfe to-

fl"'f't-b;:"'t'>-
L"'- "'*-
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I78"8.gether in whifpers, would. be "able to underftand each other but 
February. 
~ imperfectly. 

N or is this capital defect in theIr language likely to be reme
died. The Mandarines affeCt to write in arbitrary characters, fo 
as not to be underf1:ood by the common people; this muf1: ever 
prevent the Chinefe language from being brought to a proper 
frandard, fo as to be underfrood by the world in gell.:.faU" 

Their method .of writing is in columns, from the top to the 
bottom, in the fame order as we make figures of poun,ds, fhil
lings, and _pence; and they always begin ~t the right-hand margin 
and conclude on the left. 

, 
Their arithmetic is necimal, every thing being reckoned by 

tens. They have not any idea of addition by figures,_but are very 
expert in caf1:ing up any fums, by the heIp of wooden balls, 
which run on fmall fpindles'in a kind of open box. 

The money in circulation here is chiefly Spanifh dollars; the 
only money coined in this extenuve empire, is a bafe kind of cop
per, called cajh, eighty of which are about the value of eight
pence fierling. 

I " 

Their religion is rank Pagani(m, every family having its houfe
hold god, which is an image, generally fixed in fome confpicuous 
place, and decorated with a number of fantaftical ornaments; a 
light is kept conftantly burning near this image in the night
time. All the boats on the river have got a place in the frern 
appropriated for " Jos," as they call their image or god, and al
ways take care to have the manfion of his wodhip illuminated in 

the 
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tQe night feafon; yet many, even amongft the common people, 
have fufficient difcernment to perceive the fallacy of fuch an ab
furd woriliip, and readily acknowledge a Supreme Being, unfeen, 
inviiible, and who exiils to all eternity. 

Polyga.my is allowed .here in its utmoil: extent, and the people 
of rank in general keep a number of wives; yet this indulgence
-is frequently infufficient to gratify their unnatural defires. They 
are particularly careful to prevent foreigners from having any 
conneCtion with their women; and whenever any thing of the 
.kind is difcovered, the party is fure to, fuffer imprifonment) or pay 
a.heavy ·fine . 

.It is fomewhat remarkable, that a people who carryon an ex
. ten five commerce with the moft civilized nations, and have made 
fo great a pregrofs in the polite arts, fuch as painting, architec
ture, &c. iliould be totally ignorant of mufic; and yet this is ab
folutely the cafe. The band which accompanied his Excellency 
the Hoppo, when he came to ineafure our velTels, and which, no 
doubt, was compGfed of the beft perf()rmers, to be in the fuit of 
'fo great aperfonagt', coniifted of two brafs conchs; beat like the 
Englifh tabor, and three or four pi:'es, not very much unlike ~ 
bag-pipe; the who]~ formins a harmony refemblmg a fow-gelder's 
.horn and the cackling of geefe. However, joking apart, they 
'certainly have not the moil diLtant idea of melody, and in this 
paalcular are very greatly excelled by the Savages on the North 
Weft coaft of America. 

China produces beef, mutton, pork, goats, geefe, ducks, fowls, 
.&c. in tolerable plenty. The beef is pretrj good, bu'~ very {mall, 
-weighing not more than hom ,dty to feventy pounds perquar-
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ter. The hogs are of a peculiar breed, remarkably fat, and 'their 
bellies frequently fweep the ground. 'rhe poultry are greatly in
ferior to the Englifh. 

Every thing in China is fold by weight, which is diftinguiihed, 
by caddies and pekels, the caddy weighing near twenty ounces and 
a quarter Engliih, and one hundred caddies make a peke!. The' 
Compradors, who, as I before obferved, furnifh the different {hips. 
here, weigh every thing alive, and make ufe of every art to make 
their hogs, geefe, ducks, &c. weigh heavy. They often cram· 
them with ftones., and give them falt and water to make them 
thirfty, and in iliort ufe every method in their power to defraud 
and over-reach their employers. And I {hall conclude this imper-. 
fea account of the Chinefe, by obferving, that a {harping, cheat-
jng difpofition, with fame very few exceptiom, is generally preva~
lent amongft them, 

I am jUO: now furniihed with a very particular . account of the 
Fur Trade, which {hall be the fubjeCl: of my next. Meanwhile,. 
believe me to be fincere1y thine, &c. 

OFF MACAO, }. 
Feb. 16th. 

W.B .. 

L E T~. 
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LET T E R XLVI. 

W HILST Captain Dixon was at Canton, a Gentleman, re~ 

fident there, very obligingly favoured him with a parti
<:ular account of every tranfaCtion in the Fur Trad~ fince its 
commencement. As thou art a commercial man, any thing re
lating to that fubjeCt mufr be peculiarly interefring to thee; [0 

that I {hall here furnilli thee with this account as I have collected 
it from our Captain's minutes. 

King George's Sound being pointed out by the late Captain 
Cook, as the moil: eligible fpot where a valuable cargo of furs 
might be collected, the firft veffel which engaged in this newem
ploy was defrined for th<l;t place. She was a brig of fixty tons 
and thirty men, commanded by James Hanna. Captain Hanna 
left the Typa in April, 1785, and arrived at King George's Sound 
the Augufr following. ,Here, in about five weeks, he procured 
five hundred and fixty fea-otter lkins. He left the coafl: in Sep
tember, and arrived at Macao in December the fame year. 

R r 2 The 
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J 788. The above {kins were fold at Canton· the- 21ft March, 17.86,,, 
February. and valued as under, viz. 
'-"v---J 

140 prime {kins, fold at 60 dollars each, 
175 2d ditto, 45 ditto 
80 3d ditto,. 30 ditto 
.£ 54th ditto, 15 ditto 
50 5th ditto, • 10 dittQ.. 

500 whole fkins, 
240 flips and pieces, 
efiimated at 

60 .fkillS, :Cold for . ·600 4ittp. 

,560 fea~otter fkins, 

Total amount 20,600 dollars. 

Encouraged by fo fuccefsful. a beginning, the Gentlemen en
gaged in. this undertaking difpatched Captain Hanna a fecona 
time. He failed from Macao in May) 1786, in the Sea-Otter 
fnow, of one hundred and twenty tons and thirty men. Having 
before fucceeded fo well in King George's Sound, his orders were 
to proceed to the fame place,. purfuing his f0rmer track. He ar
rived at the Sound in Auguft, but the .complexion of things was 
now greatly altered: Cumakeela, an Indian Chief, whom he be
came acquainted with during his former vifit to this place, in
formed him, that two fhips had lately been there who had bought 
all the fursJ and john M'Key, wh~m he found here as has already 
been related, confirmed this circumftance. Wifhing however to 
refrefh his people, many of whom were ill of the fcurvy, he lay 
in thf> smmc1 ~hout a fortnight, during which time he purchafed 

abQut 
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about fifty good fea-otter !king, which were brought him by the 
natives rro,ffi diftant parts. Captain Hanna afterwards traced the 
coail: to L::2.r 53 degrees . North latitude. He anchored in St. 
Patrick's Bay, in the latitude 50 degrees 42rninutes North;, and 
met with fome inhabitants there, but got few furs of any con
fequence. Heleft the coaft on the 11;1: of. OCtober, and arrived 
at Macao the .-8th of February, 1787. 

The furs CaptaIn Hanna procured this voyage were fold at:. 
Canton the 12th of March, 1787, and confifted only of 

100 fea-otter!kins, fold at 50' dollars each, and 
300 different fized flips and 

pieces of rea-otter, fome 
of them indifferent, at 10 ditto ditto. 

Total amount 8,000 dollars. 

The· fnow Cap-tain· Cook, Captain' Lorie, of 300 t-ons, and. 
the fnow Experiment, Captain Guife, of 100 tons, were fitted 
out at Bombay" and left that place the beginning of 17~6. They 
arrived at King George's Sound in June, at which place they pro
ctlred near 600 fea-otter !kins. On leaving this place they pro
~eeded along the .coaft, and difcovered an extenflv~ found in about 
.51 deg. North latitude, which they called Q£.een Charlotte's Sound; 
from thenc.e they proceeded in a . direct: courfe to Prjn(;;e \Villiam's. , 
SQl,ln,d. 

\Vhat 
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"What time they left the Coaft I' cannot fay; but the cargoes of 
'both velfelswere fold, at Canton the 4th of April, 1787, and con
fifted. of. the' following Jurs, viz . 

. / 
:Prime 'fea-otter frins 

2d ditto ditto 

3d 

4th 
In halves 
Smaller pieces 33 
Pieces of yellow and inferior 131 

604 fea-otter ikins 

Sold on an average at forty dollars each. Total amount, 24,000 
dollars; the rem'aing four ikins being included in the bargain. 

From this account (as it correfponds with that given by Mr. 
MCKey) it fhould feem that thefe velfels procured' the whole of 
their furs in King George's Sound, and that no other part of the 
.coaft afforded them a fingle :fkin. 

The fnow Nootka, Captain John Meares, was fitted out at Ben
gal by a fet of Gentlemen, who ftiled themfelves the Bengal Fur 
Society, and failed from thence in March, 1786. I have already 
given thee an account of this velfel's deftination, and her arrival at 
Macao. The cargo of the N ootka was fold at Canton the 4th of 
:laft month, and confifted of the foll?wing furs, viz. 

SO prune 
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Dollars. . Dollars. 17SS. 
50 prime fea-otter frins fold for 70 each. February. 

2d ditto do. 
~ 52 50 

58 3d ditto 35 do. 
31 4th ditto large, half worn 20 do. 
(0 5th ditto, worn frins IS do. 
26 old and very bad 5 do. 

267 9,03 0 <' 

12 large pieces and flips fea-ot~er 10 do. 
17 fmaller ditto 5 do. 

zoS 
37 fea-otter tails 2 do. 
31 inferior ditto·. 39 do. 

1I3 
48 land otter, bad and good 6 do. 

2.88 
I4 very bad beaver ikins 3 do. 
27 martens '" 14-~ 

56 

Befides the above, Captain Meares 
9,692 

fold 50 prime fea-otter fkins at 
Canton, at 91 each 4,550 

So that the total amount will be 14,242 

and-may be called 357 fea-otter ikins befide the refufe. 

Every 
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1788. Every particular refpeaing the deftination of the~Impetial Eag!e, 
'~ 'Captain Berkley, has alre~dy been mentioned,; 'fo that it will be 

. needlefs for me to repeat them here: her cargo confifted of 800 

fea-otter fkins,chiefly of -a fuperior quality; 'they were not fold 
·when our Captain left Canton" but the ,price fixed on them was 

30,000 dollars. 

The Spaniards within thefe two years have imported the fea-otter 
'to China: 'they collea their fkins near their fettlements of MOll

,treryand San Francifco, and they are all of a very inferior quality. 
/ The Padres are tile principal conduaors of this traffic. 

In 178Tthey 'imported about 200 ikins, and the beginning of 
this year near f;:5oo. Thefe furs were not fold when we left Can
ton.; they are fent from the fettlements before-mentioned to Aca
. puleo, and -from thence by the annual galleon to Manilla; but 
they have not as yet attempted to fit out vdfels from any of their 

'fettlements to the Northward . 

. The 'L' Aftrolabe and Boulfale, two French !hips, commanded 
~by M. Peyroufe, and De Langle, failed frdm France in 1785; 
,they are faid to have traced the North Weft Coaft of America from 
'the Spaniin fettlement of Montrery, to 60 deg. North latitude;, 
.but this [eerns rather improbable, for though thefe veiTels were 
profctfedly fitted out on difcovery, yet the Commanders did not 
forget th~J furs were ~ valuable article, and ;'ccordingly, whilft 011 

the Ai; ._nean coaft, they procured about 600 f_(1.-otter ikins, chiefly 
in pieces\ of a very inferior quality, and evidently the 1a~e as 
·thofe imported by the Spaniards; whereas had thefe ge!1tlernen 
been well in with the coaft to the Northward, they un(Ioubtedly 
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Cook's River and King George's Sound; and we arewefl affured, 
that the furs to the Southward are of a very inferior quality.. TWG, 

fmall veffels would not only collect all the fkins in what harbours 
are hitherto known~ but likewife explore fuch parts· of the coafi as 
are yet -undifcovered; befides, there are other valua~le articles to', 
be pr-ocured here, fuch as ginfeng, copper, oil, fpars, &c. and vafr 
quantities of falmon might be curid, which could not fail being a; 

valuable commodity. Thefe, however, are fuggeftions which I 
fubmit to thy fuperior judgment, though I am perfectly convi~ced' 
that a trade mt"gbt be eftablifhed on this coaft, that would- equal 
the moil: fanguine expeCtations of thofe who· undertook it. 

Adieu.. Thine, &c .. 
W.lL-

LET T E R XL VII. 

A T one dclock on the 9th of February, we'weighed, and 
. ftood down Macao Roads to the Southward, with light 

baffling winds. At five o'clock we difcharged our pilot. At fun
fet the Typa bore North 65 deg. Weft, about three leagues dif. 
tant; the Grand Ladrone South 35 deg. Eaft; the Peak of Lintin 
North S5 deg. fail:. At half pait (even) the tide being done,· we 

came 
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mme to with the fmall bower, in fix fathom water,- over a muddy '788• 
February. 

bottom. 

I fhalljuft obfervc, that Macao is fubjeCl: to the Portu~efe) but 
being fupplied with all the neceffaries of life by the Chinefc, they 
-date do nothing in oppofition to the Viceroy of Canton; fa that 
:though they are not immediately under the Chinefe Government, 
yet they are obliged to connive at, and fubmit to all. their impofi~ 
tions, how~ver arbitrary they may be· .. 

At four o'clock in the m()rning of the loth, we weighed and 
made fail, with a moderate North Wefrerly breeze, and dear wea
ther, fteering South a little Eafterly. At ten o'clock, the Peak of 
the Grand Ladrone bore North 40 deg. Eaft, feven leagues difrant ; 
<>ur latitude at noon was 21 deg. 35 min. North) and the longi
tude 246 deg. 4 min. Weft. 

From the loth to the 13th, we had generally a moderate Eafterly 
breeze, and fine weather. In the morning of the 13th we faw a 
ftrange fail to the North Weft. Our latitude at noon was 18 deg. 
I min. North. In the afternoon, the fail feen by us in the morning 
paffed clofe by the King George, and we learnt from Captain 
Portlock that it was the Imperial Eagle,Captain Berkley, and 
-and that he was bound to the Mauritius. 

From the 17th to the 20th, we had a fteady trade breeze, with 
nne clear weather. At eleven in the morning of the 20th, we faw 
the Hland Pulo Sapata bearing South Weft, about four leagues 
'tiiftant. This Hland, at a diftance, has very much the refem
lblance ofa Chinefe ilioe. 

S S 2 At 
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At 1-100n the Uland bore. South 67- deg. Weft," three miles di{;.: 
tant, and a fmall rock to the Weft ward, South 85 deg, Weft. 
Our latitude was 10 deg. 4 min. North; and the longitude 250 
deg. 36 min. Weft. From the 16th, in latitude I 5 deg~ 33 min. 
we had. fteered nearly South \Veft .. 

Onthe 21ft, being in latitude 8 deg. 44 min. North, we found 
a ftrong current [etting to the South Weft. In the. afternoon of 
the 23d, being in 5 deg. 3 I min. North latitude, and 254 deg .. 
56 min. longitude, we hauled our wind to the South South Eaft .. 

At fix in the morning of the 25th, we raw a rang~ of iflands-, 
called the Anambas. in the charts, extending from EaftNorth Eaft to 
South Eaft 'by Eaa,. difiant four leagues; and foon afterwards, a; 

fmall rocky ifland, called Pulo Domar., bearing South. At· noon, . 
the rocky ifland bore North 37 deg. Eafi" difiant four or five 
leagues. Our latitude was 2 deg. 36 min. North; and the longi-. 
tude Z 55 deg. 3 min. Weft; the weather extremely hot and [uItry .. 
We found a current ftill [etting. ftrongly to the South Weft. 

At eleven in the forenoon of the 26th, the land bore South 4P' 
deg. Weft, about feven leagues diftant; the latitude. at noon I 

deg. I I min. North. At fix o'clock in the afternoon, the, Ifland. 
Panfangbore North Weft by Weft five leagues diftant. During. 
the night we had very heavy lightning all round the compafs .. 

In the morning of the 27th, we faw the. Ifland Dominis, bear-
ing South Weft. Our' latitude at noon was 8 min .. South; we 
had light winds and fine weather. At fix o'clock we faw Pula-. 
:raya, which bore South 49 degrees Weft, the Peak of Linging 
North 64 degrees Weft. Our founding was fourteen fathom .. 

At 
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. At feven o'clo.ck we fhortened fail, and at ten brought to und~r 
our topfails. We had foundings from eight to. fixteen fathom, 
Qver a fandy bottom. 

During the night we wore occafionally; and- at five in the 
morning of the 28th, made fail, ftanding to the Southward, with 
a moderate Eafterly breeze. At eight o'clock, Pula Taya bore. 
North 50 degrees Weft. 

At eleven o'clock, Mr. William Lauder, our Surgeon, departed 
this life; he was taken ill fome time before we left Wampo. For 
a confiderable time we had great hopes of his recovery, being 
young, and of a. found conftitution, unhurt by debauchery Oli 

excefs. Indeed he himfelf entertained the fame hopes till very 
near the laft; but his diforde~ baffled the power of medicine, and 
he refigned himfelf to the Divine will, with the greateft compofure, 
being p~rfealy fenfible to the laft moment .. 

At noon we faw a range ofiflands, which extended from South 
by Eafi: to Eaft North Eaft, the neareft about three miles diftant ; 
Pula Taya bore' North 30 degrees Weft, diftant [even leagues: 
our latitude was I deg .. I J min. South. At four in the afternoon 
the body of MOlZopin-hill, on the Banca £bore, bore South 50 deg. 
Eaft. At fix o'clock we had foundings from. eleven to fixteen fa
thorn, over a muddy bottom, and [non afterwards we raw a 
frrange fail to the North WefL 

At [even o'clock we iliortened fail and hauled· by the wind; 
wearing occafionally during the night: we had foundings from 
fixteen to twenty-three fathom water. At five in the morning of 
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1788. the 29th, we made fail. At eight o~clock Monopin":hill :bore Eaft, 
~. diftant fix leagues. ,01' 

-This afternoon we committed ihebody of Mr. Lauder to the 
;deep. He was the firft perfon 'we ,had loft during the voyage. 

At noon -r-yfonopin-hiIl 'bore 'North 10 degrees Weft, about 
.five leagues difrant: our .latitude was 2 degrees 14 minutes South. 
At one o'clock we faw -feveral rocks bearing Eaft South Eaft, four 
miles difiant, on which 'we iliortened fail, and hauled our wind 
to the Eail:ward ; the ftrange fail in fight to the North North 
Weft. We had foundings from eight to fourteen fathom water, 
over a muddy 'bottom. At three o'clock we faw the Sumatra 
{hore, bearing 'South 40 degrees Eafr; the weather was moderate 
and hazy, with frequent fhowers of rain. At feven o'clock we 
let go an :anchor in eleven fathom water, over a muddy bottom. 
Durin.gth~ night we had very fierce lightning all round the 
,compa[s. We here found the tide fetting Eaft South Eaft, at 
~the 'tale of three knots per hour. 

At five in the morning of the 1ft of March, we weighed and 
:made fail. During the forenoon we had fqually weather, with 
thunder, lightning, and heavy rain. At noon the ftrange fail 
bore North by Weft, about fix miles diftant, fome high land on 
,the Banca {hore Eaft North Eaft, and part of the Sumatra {hore 
South by Weft, about three miles diil:ant: we had foundings in 
twelve fathom water. - The afternoon was very fqually, accom ... 
panied with a violent fiorm of thunder, lightning, .and heavy rain. 

At three o'clock we iliortened fail, and paired by a Dutch man 
-of war lying at anchor" At five o'clock, the ftrange fail which 

we 
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we had feen for feverai days pafr, joined us, and proved to be the 
Lanfdowne Indiaman, Captain Storey. At half pafi: fix o'clock 
we anchored in nine fathom and a half water, over a muddy bot-
tom, the Sumatra thore bearing South South Weft, four miles 
difrant. During the night we had conftant fierce lightning, the: 
weather exceeding clofe and fultry. 

At five in the morning of the 2d, we weighed- and made fail in-
company with the Lanfdowne. The foundings here vary from 
eight or ten fathom, to lefs than three fathom water, the bottom 
!and and mud. The wind being light and variable, we hauled to
the Northward, and frood well over to the Sumatra {hore, by 
which means we got clearef the fhoal water. At fix dclock the 
Lanfdowne made a fignal of diftrefs, on which we let go an an
chor in fix fathom and a half water, and_ hoifted out our whale-
boat in order to go to the affiftance of Captain Storey; but our 
boat was fcarcely in the water before {he filled. On this we 
hoifted her in again, and the carpenters gave her a temporary re'" 
pair. At feven o;clock Captain Dixon went in the boat to amft~
the Lanfdowne. 

At three in the morning of the 3d, Captain Dixon returned on-: 
board. The Lanfdowne, it feerns, had grounded on the fmall. 
lhoals off Lufepara, but was foon hove off without any damage,_ 

At five o'clock we hove fhort, in order to he ready. whenever 
Captain Portlock fhould make the fignal for weighing; but during .' 
the forenoon we had only light airs and intervening calms. 
Our latitude at noon was 3 degrees 9 minutes South, the firft 
point North 20 deg. Weft, diftant three leagues. Soon after twelve 
o'clock we weighed and made fail; the foundin~s were from four 
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1788• 
March. 
\.0--• ....,JJ.-



1188. 
March. 
.~ 

A 'VOYAGE' TO THE 

~nd a half to fix fathom. At four o'clock the Hland Lufeparz. 
.bore North 88 deg. Eaft, diftant fix miles, and the extremes of 
the land to the Southward, South 65 deg. Weft. At eight o'clock 
iLufeparabQre North 14- deg. Weft. We had foundings in four 
fathom water, over a muddy bottom. . 

Being clear of the Straights of Banca, we ftood on during the 
night, the weather cloudy, with confrant lightning. 

During the forenoon of the 4th, we had foundings from fix 
to nine fathom water, over a muddy bottom. 'From this to the 
6th we had little variety; the weather was extremely clofe and 
{uItry, the thermometer frequently 92 deg. Light bafHing winds, 
with intervening calms, frequently obliged us to let go an an
.chor. Our latitude at noon on the 6th, was 4- degrees 17 minutes 
South. 

At fix o'clock in the afternoon of the 7th, we faw the Sifters, 
bearing South Weft by Weft, four leagues diftant; foundings 
eleven fathom over a muddy bottom. At noon on the 8th, the 
Sifters bore South 40 deg. Weft, fix miles difi:ant, and the high 
land on the Sumatra [hore, South 41 deg. Weft; the·latitude 4 
deg. 55 min. South. Soundings from eleven to thirteen fathom 
water, over a muddy bottom. 

At fix in the afternoon we came to with the fmall bower in 
1:en fathom water, over a muddy bottom, the Sifters bearing 
South I 7 degrees Weft. During the night we had fome heavy 
iguaUs of wind at South South Weft, with much thunder and 
Eghtning, and a very heavy fea. At four in the morning of the 
9 th, we found the veiTel dragged her anchor, on which we hove it 
up and made fail. At eight o'clock the weather moderated, and 

1 by 



NOR T H- WE S T COA ST OF AMER I CA." 

by ten we had nearly a calm, on which we let go the beft bower 
in eleven fathom water; the Sifters bore South 25 degrees Weft, 
latitude 4 degrees 57 minutes South. 

From this to the 12th we had little variety, light baffling winds, 
with intervening calms, obliging us frequently to let go an anchor, 
fo that we made very little progrefs. 

On the 12th at noon our latitude was 5 degrees 22 minutes 
South. The extremes of the land in fight bore from South 20 
deg. Eaft, to North 20 deg. Weft, diftant from the Sumatra {hore 
about three miles. This forenoon we had the pleafure to pafs the 
Sifters, which are two very {mall iflands, and had been in fight 
ever fince the 7th. At two o'clock we let go the beft bower in 
eleven fathom water. 

During the afternoon, and greateft part of the night, we had 
fqually weather, with conftant rain. 

Early in the morning of the 13th, we weighed and made fail. 
The "\\-ind growing light, and inclining to calm; at ten o'clock 
the whale-boat was hoifted out, and fent to tow the veffel a-head; 
North Ifland, where we intended to anchor, in order to fill up 
our water, being right a-head, about eight miles diftant. 

At eleven o'clock, having no wind, and the tide againft us, we 
let go an anchor nearly oppofite North Ifland.; our latitude at 
noon being 5 degrees 35 minutes. 

• , \. . 
" A breeze {pringing up about one o'clock, we weighed and ftood 

fmiher on. By' t~ree o'clock, being pretty well into the Roads,' 
T t we 
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we came to with the beft bowtr, in nine fathom· water, over a;. 

muddy bottom, mooring the £hip with the large kedge and fhe'lm 
cable. North lfiand oore North Eail: by North~ three m.ile~ 
diftant. 

In the Roads lay three Dutch veffels belonging to Batavia. 

At five o'clock in the morning of the 14th, th~ long-boat was
hoifred out and fent on {hore for water~ Our people found ex
cellent water on the Sumatra fhor~ about five hlJndred yards 
from the beach; fo that by noon on the 15th, our water-cafks 
were all filled. We wanted a fmall fupply of wood for firing, but 
as there were numbers of inhabitants on the Sumatr!1 cO(l.fr, we 
apprehended that cutting wood there might he attended with:. 
difficulty;. fo, in the afternoon of the I 5th p~rties were fent from 
both veffels to cut wood on North Hland, there being no inha-
bitants or other obib:uCtion to cutting any quantity we wanted. 
,At fix o'clock the people returned, on boa,.rd1 having procured a
fufficient quanity of fuel. 

NQrth lfiand is very fmall, being perhaps.- not more than two 
miles iu circumference. It is totally c9vered with trees of various. 
forts, many of which I believe are found in our Weft India 
ifiands. Thefe being eternally clothed with a fine green verdure> 
afford an excellent afylum for the feathered tribe, of which there 

• is great variety. I believe there is no water on th~ ifiand, fo that 
wood is the only article which the plac;e affords for {hips which 
I~J at anchor in the adjacent Ro~d. 

!arhe people who inhabit Sumatra are M.al(l)'s, a~ld many or 
th~m inhabit this part of the Wand ~ order t9 reap what advan. .. 

taze 
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tage they can from wrecks, or veffels in diftrefi,' as well as to trade 
with the ihips which occafionally anchor here. 

I have before obferved, that the Sandwich Iilanders are in all 
probability defcended from thefe people, and there is, in my opi
nion, an evident fimilarity between them in refpeEt to perfon and 
feature. The Malayans, 'tis true, are of a deeper hue, but this 
may poffibly be owing to the extreme heat of the climate. 

We purchafed fome turtle from one of the Malay boats, fd!' 
the ihip's ufe. They deal likewife in Geneva, arrack, fowls, 
pumpkins, plantains, &c. twelve forry fowls tbey fell for a dol~ 
Iar, and th~ir other articles in proportion. The Dutch are fre
quently concerned with thefe boats, and a Dutchman was prm
cipally concerned in that we traded with. 

Having compleated our wood and water, at fix o'clock in the 
morning of the I 6th w~ unmoored, and at feven weighed and 
made fail, ftanding for the Straights of Sunda, with a frefh breeze 
at Weft North Weft, and cloudy weather. Towards noon we 
had frequent fquallS", with heavy rain; and the wind growing 
light and variable, about one o'clock we let go an anchor in 
twenty fathom water, the ihips in North Iiland Roads bearing 
"North, about fix miles diftant, and Mid-channel Hland Suuth 7 
degrees Eaft. The weather, durinz the afternoon, was moderate 
and cloudy, but in tlie night we had frequent fqualls and heavy 
rain, attended with thunder and lightning. 

At feven o'clock in the morning of the 17th, we weighed and 
made fail, having a moderate Wefterly breeze. At noon the Peak 
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1788• of Cracatoa bore Weft South Weft, Cl bout nine miles difrant:: 
~ our latitude was 5 degrees 59 minutes South.-

Towards evening, the wind veering to< the Southward~ at·fix: 
o'clock we came to, in thirty-two fathom water, over a muddy 
bottom, the cel'l.ter of Mid-channel Hland bearing North 58 deg. 
Eaft, the Peak of Cracatoa Weft one-half South: and Prince's
IOand South 42 degrees Weft. 

From the 17£h to the 21ft, we plied in the Straights withoUt 
making fcarcely any progrefs. During the forenoons· we had~ 
calms, and fometimes light winds at South Weft. About noon 
a tolerable breeze generally fprung up at North Weft., which! to
wards evening, 'Conftantly il},ifted to the Southward. The nights 
were generally fqually, with heavy rain and conftant thunder' and', 
lightning, a {hong current generally fetting to the North EaiL 

At fix o'clock in the afternoon of the 20th, after ftanding fome
hours to the North Weft, we came to in thirty-two fathom wa-
ter, over a bottom of foft mud. The extremes of Cracatoa bon~c 
from South 65 deg. Weft to North 65 degrees Weft, fix miles
diftant. The weather heing fqually, wefent down the top-gallant:
yards._ 

During the whole of the 21ft, we had light unfavourable' 
winds. In the forenoon the people were employed. in fetting up· 
the foretop-maft rigging. A Dutch fnow had anchored within a 
mile of us in the evening of the 20th, and Captain Dixon being 
defirous to procure fome rice from her; and a few neceffaries· we 
frood in need of to repair the rigging, the whale-boat was hoifte& 
out this afternoon, and Mr. Carew, our Fir!l Mate, fent on board 

I the 
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the [now to enquire whether the Dutchman could fupply us with 
any of thefe particulars, but Mynh€er was equally bare with our
felves. 

At five o'clock in the morning of the 22d we weighed, and 
mad~ fail, but the wind growing light and variable, and the cur
rent againfi: us, we came to a little before noon, with the [mall 
bower, in twenty-fix fathom water, over a muddy bottom: the 
Peak of Cracatoa bearing Weft by South, about five miles diftant~ 
The weather being fine and calm, Captain Dixon embraced this 
opportunity of filling up our water; and at one o'clock the whale
boat and jolly-boat were hoifted out, and our Captain took ten 
hands on {hore for that purpo[e. The boats returned at fix o'clock, 
bringing three puncheons of water, being all the empty cafks we 
had. Our people had purchafed a good quantity of cocoa-nuts 
and pumpkins: they got forty cocoa-nuts for a dollar, and fifteen 
pum pkins for the [arne money. 

Though the Hland of Cracatoa is undoubtedly the moft healthy 
of anyone near the fame fituation, yet I do not find that there 
are many inhabitants here, and thefe fcem to be Malays. The 
principal reafon that mofl:: people do not fix their refidence here 
probably is, that few {hips ftop at this ifland for refrefhment, but 
generally proceed to Prince's Hland, which produces every~thing 
peculiar to this place, in equal abundance, and the watering place 
is. much more convenient. 

The produce of this place is much the fame as Sumatra; fowls;
cocoa-nuts, pumpkins, &c. A number of turtles were pUI"chafed 
for the fhip's u[e~ 

During 
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During the whole of the 23d we had foutherly winds, which 
prevented our weighing anchor. We were favoured with Captain 

:Portlock's ,company on board dur~ng the grcateft part of the day. 

At four o'clock in the morning 'of the 24th We anfwered the 
:King George's fignal for weighing anchor, and by five We weighed 
and madefail, ftanding to the Southward, with a frelh breeze at 
South Weft. Hitherto we had attempted to get clear of the Straights, 
by the paffage between 'Prince's Hland and Cracatoa; but this waS 

now given up, and it was determined to try for the pafTage between 
Prince's Hland ,and Java Head. 

At noon the Peak of Cracatoa bore North 18 deg. Weft, the 
,extremes of Prince's Ifland from South 50 deg. Weft to Weft 
South Weft; a high point on the Java {hore bearing South, dif .. 
t.ance from the ,neareft land about five leagues: the latitude was 
-6 deg. 2 I n:in. South. During the afternoon we made occafional 
boards, between Prince's Ifland and Java, a heavy fwell fetting in 
.from the Weilward: we had foundings from forty-three to thirty
.:fix fathom, over a muddy bottom. At nine in the evening we let 
go an anchor in forty-two fathom water, the high land on Prince's 
Ifland bearing South 76 deg. Weft. 

At four o'clock in the morning of the 25th we weighed and 
made fail, with a frelh Wefterly breeze and cloudy weather. At 
noon, the extremes of Prince's Ifland bore from Weft North Weft 
to South 65 deg. Weft; a blufF point on Java bearing South Weft 
by South, about four leagues diftant; the latitude 6 deg. 33 min. 
In the afternoon the wind hauled to the Southward, fo that (find
ing we loft ground) at fix 0' clock we let go an ailchor in forty 
.(a~hom water) over a muddy bottom. 

2 At 
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At nine in the morning ef the 26th we weighed, being favcured 
wtth a ftreng Wefterly breeze, which gave us great hepes ef clear
ing the land. 

During the fereneen we we~e empleyed. in werking threugh the. 
pa£fage between Prince's Ifland and Java Head. At neen, the ex
tremes ef Prince's Hland bere frem Seuth 65 deg. Weft to. Nerth;, 
Java Head Seuth Weft by Seuth, diftance eff feur miles. Our. 
latitude was 6 deg. 36 min. Seuth. 

Abeut two. e'cleck, being right in the paffage between Java Head>; 
and the Cob/ers, (a parcel ef recks eff Prince's Hland) the breeze 
failed us, and the cur,rent fet us right upen the Java fhere. Our 
fituatien fer feme time was very dangerous, as it, was impeffible--<' 
fer us to. wear; and what was ftill werfe, there is no. greund in _ 
lefs than fifty fathem water clefe in fhere,. and that is fharp recks, 
f'o that little fervice could be expe8::ed frem eur ancher: hewever,. 
in lefs than half an heur, to. eur great jey, the breeze frefhened, 
and by feur in the afterneen we were entirely eut ef danger, the' 
recks eff Java Head bttaring Nerth 85 deg. Eaft, and the peak of 
Prince's Hland Nerth 5 deg. Eaft, five miles diftant from the Java 
£here. At fix 0.' clock, lava Head bore N erth Eaft by N erth, dif-
tqnt fix leagues. 

Being now clear cf the land, cur anchors were get on the gun~ 
wales" and fecured. 

During t~e night we had fqually weather, with rain, and in 
the merning ef the 27th, a frefh Nerth Wefterly breeze and 
cloudy weather; eur latitude at noen was 7 deg. 49 min. Seuth. 

AU 
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1788. All our wifhes now are for a fpeedy and fafe voyage to St. He .. 
~ lena.; and from thence to Old England, is added by thine ever, 

OFF JAVA HEAD,} 
March 27th. 

LETTER 

W.B. 

XLVIIL 

'0' U R pa:lfage during the month of March has been the moft 
tedious, and by far the moft unhealthy of any we have expe

rienced during the voyage, and particularly in pailing the Straights 
of Banca. The land, both on the Banca and Sumatra coaft, is 
low, flat and marfhy; and as we in general had light winds, the
weather was extremely hot and fultry. A faint fickly heat feized 
the greateft part of our people, indeed the ftrongeft on board felt 
its influence more or lefs: we luckily had a good quantity of Pe
ruvian bark on board, which was regularly given to all the fickly 
people, and its good effects were foon perceptible; we alfo had the 
good fortune not to have the 1eaft appearance of the fcurvy 
amongft us. 

Captain Portlock had loft two of his people with the flux fince 
our leaving China, and fevera1 more were in a fickly ftate; how-
ever, our getting out to fea raifed everyone's fpirits. ' 

During 
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During the 28th of March we had a frefh breeze at North Weft, 
with frequent fquaIls attended with rain. At five o'clock in the af~ 
ternoon we faw a fl:range fail to the Northward. In the night, 
and during the forenoon of the 29th, the breeze moderated; about 
ten o'clock the fl:range fail being pretty near us, we found her to 
be the ~en Eafl:-Indiaman, Captain Douglas. Our latitude at 
noon was IO deg. 17 min. South; arid the longitude 255 deg. 8 
min. Wefl:. During the afternoon, and the whole of the 30th, 
we had light variable winds, frequently inclining to calm. At 
eleven in the forenoon, Captain Portlock's bgat came on board us, 
and Captain Dixon went on board the King George; the day was 
clear and fine, but exceeding fultry, the thermometer being 89 
deg. Latitude at noon I I deg. 13 min. 

At fix o'clock in the evening Captain Dixon returned on board, 
and informed us that it was determined for the veffels to feparate, each 
making the quickeft paffage in their power to St. Helena: on this 
all our people held themfelves in readinefs to [alute their fellow 
voyagers with three cheers at parting, but light baffling winds pre
vented the veffels from coming near enough for that purpofe. 

During the 3 I ft we had a frefh breeze at South Eaft and Eaft 
South Eaft, and our courfe was North Wefl:. In the forenoon of 
the 1ft of April we had entirely loft fight of our confort: our 
latitude at noon was 12 deg. 44 min. South; and the longitude 
257 deg. 48 min Weft. 

From the I ft to the 9th we had a frefh Eafterly breeze, the 
weather rather fqually at times, with rain. Our latitude at noon 
on the 8th was 17 deg. 50 min. South; and the longitude 27 I deg. 
1.6 min. Weft. Our courfe for fome days paft had been Weft 

U u South 
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1788. South Weft, and Weft by South:. we found a heavy fwell from, 
April. the Southward. 
~ 

" 
From the 9th ta the 16th we had a conftant frefh Eaf1:erly. 

breeze" the weather rather wet and fqually at times, though in 
general it was fine and pleafant. Our latitude at noon on the· 
16th was 20 deg. 48 min. South; and. the longitude 284 deg. 3.3, 
min. Weft. 

In the evening we had a good deal of lightning from the South-
ward,. and in the night a very .. heavy fquaIl attended with r'ain, the 
wind at South:. towards morning the weather moderated, but the 
wind ftill blew from the Southward. Our latitude at noon on the 
17th was 2I deg. 14 min. South; and the longitude 286 deg. 41. 
min. Weft. 

'Till the 21ft we had very little variety, but at two oldock ill; 
the afternoon we had a fquall with very heavy ram, which ihifteQ 
the wind to the N orthwaad,. fometimes blowing a frefh breeze~ 
and frequently light, inclining to calm: in the forenoon of the 
22d the wind again fhifted to the Southward, the weather mode
rate and cloudy. Our latitude at nOOll was 23 deg. 9 min. South; 
and the longitude 298 deg. 20 min. Weft. 

At five o'clock in the afternoon of the 23d,. being then freering 
V/eft, with the wind at South and by Weft, we faw two ftrange: 
fail in the South Eaft quarter,. ftanding North Eaft. 

On the 24th the fhip's company were put to an allowance of 
two quarts of water a man per day, exc1ufive of what was ufed far 

peafe. Our latitude at noon was 23 deg. 27 min. South; and the: 

longitude. 
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longitude 300 deg. 22 min. Weft.; a heavy fwell fetting in from 
the Southward. 

From this to the 30th no particular Occurrence happened; we 
were fEll favoured with a pretty fieady Eaf1:erly breeze, and the 
weather in general fine and pleafant, Our latitude at noon on the 
30th was 28 deg. 9 min. South; and the longitude 310 deg. 30 

min. Weft. The variation of the compafs is here 2I deg. Weft
erly. 

On the 1ft of May the wind lhifted to the Northward and Wef1:
ward; indeed being now in 28 deg. 5$ min. South latitude, we 
had reafon to expeCt the trade-winds would leave us> efpeciallyat 
this feafon of the year. 

In the morning of the {th of May we had vaft quantities of 
honetta about the iliip; our hooks and lines were prefently put 
'loverboard, and we had tolerable fuccefs: thefe bon etta proved an 
excellent dilh for us, and were a moft agreeable variety at this 
time, as our faIt provifions began to grow old) and confequently 
unwholefome, though as yet we had not (thank God) any ap
pearance of the fcurvy arnongft us, which perhaps might in forne 
meafure be owing to the bark before-mentioned, the ufe of which 
'Was not entirely difcontinued. 

We had alfo a vaft number of gulls, egg-birds) £heer .... waters~ 
&C. about the veffel: Ijudge thefe birds and fiJh are drawn luther 
by a fpecies of the Jardine, great nU111bers of which we raw in the 
water, and generally found fome in the fillies we caught. 'Tis very 
probable they are on the.ir paffage to fome particular [pot. Our 
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1788. latitude at noon was 28 deg. 8 min. and the_ longitude 316 deg .. 
~ 44 min. Weft. 

From this to the 7th we had Southerly winds and moderate 
weather: the latitude at noon was 30 deg. I I min. South; and 
the longitude 32 I deg. 58 min. Weft. In the afternoon the wind 
blew frefh from the Eaftward, and the former part of the night 
was fqually, with' thunder, lightning, and heavy rain, which 
caufed us to double-reef the topfails and reef the mainfail; under 
this fail we thought ourfelves well fecured for the night, but about 
two o'clock in the morning of th~ 8th, a moil: violent fquall took 
us from the South Weft; on which we h~nded the topfails, and 
providentially received no damage: by day-light the weather grew 
more moderate; the wind ftill to the Southward. Our latitude at 
noon was 30 deg. 54 min. South~ 

In the forenoon of the 9th we had a ihong breeze at North 
Eaft, and towards the evening the wind hauled to the Northward" 
ftill blowing very frefh; in the evening it lightened very much to. 
the South Weft, which caufed us to clofe-reef the topfails, re
membering the fevere fquaIl we fo lately met with; fortunately;, 
however, the night continued moderate, and the loth and I I th 
we had light Southerly winds, and fine weather. Our latitude at 
noon on the 11th was 32 deg. 45 min. South; and the longitude' 
by lunar obfervations, 327 deg. 6 min. Weft .. 

Durillg the 12th and 13th the wind blew frelh at North Eall i 
the weather tolerably fine. OUf latitude at noon on the 13th was 
34 deg. 22 min. South. 

During 
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During the 14th, and greateft part of the 15th, we had little 
variety, the wind and weather being nearly the fame as on the 
preceding days, ",ith a heavy fwell from the Weftward. In the 
afternoon of the 15th the weather grew hazy, and the wind vari
able, with a lowering threatening fky; about feven o'clock the' 
wind fettled at North Weft, and blew a ftrong gale, on which we 
clofe-reefed the topfails, reefed the mainfail, and fent down the. 
top gallant yards. At eight o'clock we wore and frood to the 
Eaftward. During the former part of the night we had a good 
deal of lightning from the Nqrthward. At two o'clock in the 
morning of the 16th, we again wore and frood to the Weftward ; 
the gale ftill increafing, at fix o'clock we reefed the forefail and 
handed the topfails. In the forenoon the top-gallant mafts were 
frruck, and the jibb-boom got in. Our latitude at noon was 36 
deg. 10 min. South, the gale flill continuing with unceafing 
violence, attended with frequent fqualls, and an exceeding heavy 
Wefierly fwell. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon we found the pumps ch.oaked 
up. This, in our prefent £ltuatiol1, was a moft unfortunate cir
cumftance, and more particularly, as the veffel, when on the ftar
board tack, made a good deal of water: however, the ftarboard 
pump was immediately hoifted up, and, on examination, found 
choaked with fand, which had been ufed as a flooring for the teas, 
and which, no doubt, the pre[ent tempeftuous weather had occa
£loned to work through the ceiling. The pump being cleared, 
nine inches were cut from the bottom, and it was immediately got 

down again. 

The {hip's company had been for [orne time at an allowance of 
water, as before mentioned, but the weather being now too ftormy 
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) 788• 'to have it ferved out, everyperfon helped himfelf to what he 
May. wanted, as ufual. 

"--v-J 

During the night the gale fEll continued 'with unceafing vio
"lence. At fix o'clock in the morning of "the 17th, the main ftay-- " 
fail ilieet gave way, and the fail blew ;to :pieces in a moment: at 
[even o'clock the ftarboard pump again choaked, on which it was 
got up, cleared of the fand, and immediately put down again. 

There being great rea:fonto fuppo[e that all the water which the 
'Veffel made, did not find its way to the pumps, but was ftopped in 
the fore part of the ,fuipby the fand, Captain Dixon came to a 
determination (with the advice of his Officers) to open the fore-' 
hold, ,in order to examine that part: at eight o'clock the fore
hatch was broke open, and about forty chefts of tea taken out of 
.the hold: ~the tea was found dry, and in very good order, and (to 
our greatfatisfaCtion) ther~ was not the leaft appearance of any 
water being lodged in this part of the vella. 

At eleven o'clock we hoifted up the larboard pump, and cleared 
;it of fand, but it it was not put down again, as we were obliged 
to keep a perf on conftantly in the pump-well to clear it of fand, 
which was handed up in buckets, and if not cont1:antly attended, 
prefently choaked the pump. 

The gale continued during the afternoon with unabating vio
lence; the veffel laboured very hard, and made a great deal of 
water, fo that it required every exertion to keep the pump-well 
dear of fand. --

Hitherto 
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Hitherto our people had be.en in three watches; but the tempef
tuous weather, together with the unlucky accident of our pumps 
choaking up, requiring a conftant and unremitting attendance, 
Captain Dixon judged proper to pnt the ihip's company to watch 
and' watch .. 

In the night, the gale rather abated; and about feven o'clock in 
the morning of the I !5th, the weather grew moderate, with light 
winds, and a very heavy rea from the Southward, on which we 
fet the topfails, clofe-reefed. 

About 8 o'clock, found a leak under the COllnter, on which we" 
got up a number of articles that were ftowed in the run, (being 
in a manner ufelefs to us) and hove them overboard; our obferva.;.. 
tion at. noon gave 36 deg. 30 min. South latitude .. During the af
ternoon we had light airs inclining to calm, a very iteavy crofs fea 
ftill running, which caufed the veffel to ftrain and labour exceed-· 
ingly: at eight in the evening a frefh breeze fprung up from the 
Northward, and in the night it increafed to, a gale, a heavy fea 
ftill fetting from the Southward. 

In the morning of the 19th, we had a frdh gale at North Weft, 
with frequent fqualls; the pump-well ftill required con!1a:i.: 3.tten=· 
dance, for the labouring of the {hip caufed the :"c1nd continually to 
work through the ceiling, and ~t was of the utmc{'c confe-=-luence 
to keep the well clear, as by that means, the water W2.S prevented 
from lodging in any other part of the vd.~:l. Our latitude at 
noon was 37 deg. 36 min. South; and the longitude 33 6 deg. 50 
min. Weft, but the longitude could not by any meaIl,b be depended 
upon) it was evident by our latitude of to-day, that there was a 
(hong current fetting UQ) the Southward, and it was very uncertain 
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whether or no it did not fet us to the Eaftward at the fame time; 
however, Captain Dixon determined at all events to frand to the 
Northward, the wind blowing frefh at North Weft. This after
noon our powder was. found to be loofe and damaged, on which 
four barrels were thrown overboard, ref erving only as much as we 
might pollibly want for fignals or other temporary purpofes. 

From this till noon on the 20th, we had very little alteration; 
t11e wind ftill blew frefh at North Weft with frequent fquaIls; 
our latitude was 36 deg. 57 min. South. As we had made nearly 
a North courfe for the laft twenty-four hours, this obfervatioll 
confirmed our opinion of a Southerly current, but whether to the 
Eaftward or Weftward, it was not eafy to determine, though we' 
had fome reafon to think it fet about South South Eaft. In the 

I 

afternoon, the wind fhifted to the Weftward, and during th8 night 
it changed to South and South Eaft, but grew light as it came 
from the Southward. 

Early in the morning of the 2, 1ft, we had a freIh breeze at Eaft 
North Eail:, on which we ret all the fail we could, being glad 
to embrace every opportunity of getting to the Northward and 
Wdlward. Our latitude at noon was 36 deg. 40 min. and 
the longitude 337 deg. 20 min. Weft. In the afternoon the 
breeze frefhened, and the wind hauled to the Northward towards 
evening, blowing very hard with frequent heavy [qualls, -which 
caufed us to hand the topfails and reef the cour[es.----Towards 
morn:ng on the 22d; the weather grew more moderate, and at 
day-light we made fail, frill ftanding to the Northward, the 
weather hazy with rain; our latitude at noon was 36 deg. South. 

The forenoon qf the 23d was very [qually, attended with rain; 
on which we dofe-reefed the topfails, and ftruck top-gallant 

., mafts; 
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mafrs:, about ten o'clock we were taken with a mofr violent fquaIl, 
but as we had timely taken in fail, it fortunately did us no other 
damage than fplitting our fore fray-fail. lOur obfervation at noon 
gave 35 deg. 48 min. South latitude. 

In the afternoon the weather grew more fettled, the wind frill 
hanging to the North Wefr. Our pump-well frill required clofe 
attendance, a good quantity of fand conftantly working into it. 

At three o'clock in the morning of the 24th, we founded with fe
venty fathom line over a foft bottom, which fhewed that we were 
on the banks of Lagullus, on which we wore fhip, the wind light 
and variable. At day-light, the weather being pretty moderate, we 
made fali; at feven o'clock we fawa large fhip bearing North Eaft} 
and franding to the Northward. Our latitude at noon was 35 
deg. 36 min. South. 

Iihould obferve that ever fince the bad weather came on, the 
wind had been generally at North Weft, and that whenever it 
fhifted to the Southward or Eaftward, it grew light and very 
variable. This had occafioned us to wear as often as was judged 
confifrent with our getting· to the Weftward, and it is probable 
that the current already mentioned had in fome meafure retarded 

our progrefs. 

During the afternoon and night we had frrong North Wefrerly 
breezes and fqually weather, which kept us under an eafy fail, 
and we made occafional boards as fuited our conveniency. 

At day-light in the morning of the 25th, the weather being 
moderate, we made fail, the wind frill hanging at North Weft. 

Xx About 
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About eight o'clock the veffel we had feen on the 24th came 
within hail and [poke us. She proved to be the Lanfdowne, Cap
tain Storey, who, as has been already mentioned, got a-ground 
in the Straights of Banca, but got clear of the Straights of Sunda 
a week before us. As this veIfel is efteemed a prime failer, it can
not be denied but that the !ight of her at this time infufed frefh 
fpirits into every perf on on board, efpecially when we compared 
our bad failing veiTel to her, and found that with all her boafted 

• fuperiority, and the time [he had before gained on us, we were 
yet on a par in regard to the voyage. This incident brought that 
ohfervation of Solomon frefh into my rr.emory, " rhe race is not 

to the fwift/' &c. for we here had an inconteftible proof, that 
H time and chance happeneth to all." 

Captain Storey informed us, that he had been beating about'
the Cape ever finee the 15th, which was the fame time we met 
with the gale, but did nat affign any reafon for his not getting 
here' fooner. Our obfervation at noon gave 35 deg. 32 min. 
South latitude; and the mean of rome lunar obfervations 337 
deg. 48 min, Weft longitude. 

On the 26th, the wind continuing- at North Weft, our Cap
tain determined to frand to---the South Weft, hoping to meet with 
a change of wind: the we~thet being now moderate, and tolerably
[ettled, the people were put to their former allowance of water~ 
Our latitude at noon was 36 deg. 17 min. South. In the night 
the wind fhifted to North North Eaft,. and in the forenoon of 
the 27th, increafed to a frelh breeze, on which we fet all the fail 
we could carry, and fteered North Weft by Weft: our latitude at 
noon was 36 deg. 12 min. South, and the longitude 339 deg. 39-
min, W eft ~ we were deftined to enjoy this favourable breeze but a 

fuort 
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/' {bort tim~, for in the afternoon the wind {bifted to the North 
vVef1, blowing very frefh: and towards evening increafed to a 
{hong gale, which continued all night with unceafing violence, 
attended with heavy fqualls, much rain and lightning, with a 
heavy head-fea: towards morning the gale abated, and in the 
forenolJn we had light winds and a heavy crofs fea, which caufed 
the veifel to labour very much. 

For fome days previous to this gale we had got fcarcely any fand 
out of the well, and the pump was fixed in its place, but now, the 
motion of the veifel obliged us to take it up again, and we got up 
nearly as much fand as when this unlucky accident firft happened. 
Our latitude at noon was 37 deg. I I min. South, the weather 
fqually, with rain t the wind frill at North Wef1. At eight 
0' clock in the evening, to our great joy, a freih gale came on 
at South Wefr, and during the night it blew very heavy, with 
frequent fqualls, confrant rain, and much lightning: we carried 
all the fail we could with prudence, being exceedingly anxious 
to double this Cape. During the whole of the 29th, the wind 
blew {hong from the fame favourable quarter, and we fteelcd 
North Weft, and North Wef1 by North, as beft fuited our purpofe, 
there being about two pomts Wefterly variation. 

The wind on the 30th, was equally favourable to us: in ~he 
forel10on of the 3 dl, the wind veered to ~vuth Eaft, friU biu"lL g 
a fine fieady breeze, with moderate wf:alher; our ialltu':e at 
noon was 33 deg. 44 min. ~outh; and the lO:1gitud . by luna{ ob
ferv:Jtiun, 347 deg, 50 '¥Veil: fo that to our great comfort vy,~ j1f)W 

had doubled this hItherto forrYliciable C2jJe, tile ch~~~·ts placing the 
South Wdt point of land in 34 deg. 20 min. South latitude, and 

341 deg. 37 min. Weft longitude. 
X x 2 I {hall 
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178S. I fhall lay down the pen at prefe~t, but, if Prov.idence per-
~ mit, thou ihalt have a continuation from 

Thine, &c. 
W.B •. 

AT SEA. 1-
May 31ft• S 

LET T E. R XLIX .. 

HAVI. NG feafon. to think that there was a current fetting~ 
ftrongly. to the Weftward, in the afternoon of the 31ft of: 

May, we hauled by the wind, fteering North and North by Eaft. 

On the 1ft of June, we had a fine breeze at Eaft, with clear 
fettled weather, our latitude. at noon was 3.2 deg. 4 min. South. 

The pump-well having for [orne time been pretty clear of fand; I 

the ftarboard pump was got into its place, but [0 fixed that it 
could be got up with.eafe from time to time, asoccafion required .. 

The. weather, during, the time we were doubling this Southern· 
promontory, had not been fo feverely cold as we were taught to· 
expect, the mean of the thermometer being about 54 deg. though; 
this mildnefs probably has been occafioned by the wind feldom l 

blowing from the Southward for any leng~h of time .. 
! Erom'" 
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From the Iit, to the 3d of June, we were favoured with a freni 
Breeze from the Eafrward and Southward. Our latitude at noon 
on the 3d, was 29 deg. 54 min. South; in the afternoon the 
wind fhifted to North North Weft, blowing freili with frequent 
fqualls: as we yet depended on a Wefterly current, we free red 
North Eaft, and Eaft North Eaft, as the wind permitted. In the. 
morning of the 6th, the wind gradually fhifted to the Weftward 
and Southward, which proved very fortunate, for the mean of 
feveral fets of lunar obfervations taken on the 6th: our latitude' 
(being then 27 deg. 17 min. South) gave only 346 deg. 24 min. 
Weft longitude. This plainly fhewed that our depending on a 

current ietting to the Weftward was extremely fallacious, and that 
in faCt, we had met with nothing of the kind', 

The weather now grew moderate and fettled, with a fine fteady 
breeze at South South Eaft., 

Though the veffel had now very little motion, yetwe frequent
ly got up the ftarboard pump, and always found a quantity of 

fand in the well., 

On the 9th, our allowance oC water was, increafed to five pints 
per day, and the people were again put into three watches .. Our 
latitude at noon was 23 deg. 44 min. South; and the longitude 

352deg.5 min. 'vVeft. 

From this to the 14th, lllJthing particular occurred. Our la
titude at noon was, 17 deg. 6 min. South, and the longitude up
wards of 360 deg. \'./ eft, {o that we had completely circu11111avigated 
the Globe; on which account, having loi! a day in our reckoEing);, 
we burrowed a day; cd.lling this (initead of the 14th) Sznzda), the 

I.Slh of )·UJze, Notbin~ 
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'Nothing material happened from this to the J 8th: we kept 
Handing for St. Helena, with a freill South EafierIy breeze and 
fine weather. This iDand is placed in the charts in 15 deg. 55 
min. South latitude, and 5 deg. 49 Weft longitude. At haif paft 
three o'clock in the morning of the 18th, we faw 8t. Helena, bear
ing North Weft about fix leagues difrant: at fix o'clock the 
whale-boat was hoifted out, and Mr. White fent all {hore with 
difpatches to the Governor. 

On ftanding into the road we had foundings fro~ twenty-nine 
to nineteen fathoms water, over a muddy bottom. 

At eleven o'clock we anchored with the beft bower in nineteen 
fathom water; the extreme of the Wand bore from North 71 
deg. Eaft to South 65 deg. Wett; the church South 6 deg. Weft. 

We had the pleafure of finding our confort the King George 
here, and every perron on board in good health. Many of Captain 
Portlock's people had been ill of the fcurvy, fince they parted from 
us; but by a regular ufe of the various antiicorbutics, which he 
had on board, their health was pretty well re-eftablifhed before he 
arrived at St. Helena. 

In doubling the Cape of Good Hope, Captain Portlock kept 
much nearer the land than we had done, and had not fo long a 
continuance of bad weather, fa that he arrived here fix days before 
us, and having compleated his water, &c. he intended to have failed 
:this morning, but on our arrivai he deferred it till the morrow . 

. Befides the King George, we found here, the Lanfdowne, Cap

tain 
2 
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tain Storey, the ~een, Captain Douglas, three other Eaft
India {hips, and a Tufcan veffel. 

Our bufinefs at this ifland being principally to fill up our wa
ter, no time was 10ft in making every necefiary preparation for 
that pm'pofe; it was no lefs neceffary for us to procure whatever 
refrefllments the iDand afForcted, but VIe were given to unclerftand~ 
that frdh provifions were dealt out very fparingly, owing to the 
number of [hips touching here. 

On the 19th, we received three quarters of [refll beef, which 
was all that could pollibly be fpared us: to make amends how
ever for this deficiency, a quantity of rice, potatoes and pump~ . 
kins were pm'chafed, and difhibuted amongft the fIlip's company~ _. 

From this to the 23d, the people were bufied in watering, fet
ting up the rigging and other neceffary employments: fome of 
them were daily fent on {hore to gather water-creffes, cellery, and 
mint, which grow here in great plenty. 

At five o'clGck in the afternoon of the 24th, we unmoored, and 
at feven weighed and made fail, ftanding out of the road with a light 
Eafterly breeze, and clear weather. At noon on the 25th, 
James-Town bore South 4-0 deg. Eaft, ten leagues diftant. OUf 

paffage from St. Helena to this place afforded little variety, ex
cept that about the latitude of 6 deg. North, we fell in with light 
variable winds, and c10fe fultry rainy weather; our longitude at 

the fame time was about 27 deg. Weft. The pilot (W~lO is jufr 
come on board) informs me that Captain Portlock lni/ed in the 
river about a fortnight ago, all his people in good, Jlcalth. As 
I hOFe very [hortly to have the pleafure of feeing thet', I i1L:H 
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conclude my narrative, with returning my grateful thanks to that 
kind Providence which has fafely conducted us to our native 

j 

country, after a long and tedious voyage. ~ 

OFF DOVER, Z 
Sept. 17 th. S 

APPEN ... 
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APPENDIX. 

No.. I. 

NATURAL HISTORY~ 

A T Sandwich Wands there is a great variety of crabs and craY"
fifh; one of the former was of fo fingular a make" thac 

1 caufed a drawing to be made from one that I brougnt home, in. 
two views'), from which the annexed plates were engraved. 

It is of a pale brown colour, but was mu'ch darker when alive; 
the back is fet with fmall conical protuberances, pointing towards
the front. It has four legs, and four fwimmers or palmated legs, 
the bafes of which laft are not on a line with thofe of the legs, but 
placed, two- of the'll on the fide of the tail" and two within it. 
which, as we~ as the fwimmers and the edges of the body, are 
bordered with hair. The eyes are placed on tubes) and command 
the whole hemifphere:- it is a male, and I take it to be the Cancer 
Raninus of Linnreus, p. 1039 of his Syflema· Naturc:e, NO.2 .. 

Yy 
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It is in the Collection of !faac Swainfon, Efq. of London. 

At the fame Wands are great plenty of beautiful fhells, fuch a3'" 
(l'prcea 'Iigrilla~ Mauritiana, 'l'alpa, and others of that genus; 
and numberlefs fpecies of the fmaller kinds, of which laft the na
tives form necklaces, bracelets, and other ornaments: one of thefe 
necklaces afl::ord~d a fingular fpecies of the Helix genus of Linnreus,~ 
which I was informed is a frelli-water fuell. It is outwardly· 
fmooth, has feven fpires, and is of a black-brown colour, except 
the tip, which is pale-yellow: the infide is fmooth and white, and, 
the mouth is marginated within. It is remarkable for a knob or 
tooth on ,the columella, but which does not wind round it, con-
feguently excludes it from the Voluta genus of Linnreus, to which. 
at firft fight it appear s to be related. As I prefume it to be a. 
fpecies hitherto undefcribed, I have taken the liberty to give it the.' 
the trivial name of Apex Fulva, or the Yellow Tip. A figure of· 
it, in two views, is given in one of the f0110wing plates. 

Specimens of this kind. are in the LeverianMufeum;. 

At the mouth of Cook's River are many fpecies of fhelI-fiili,. 
mofr of them" I prefume, non defc-ript; and of all which· I ihould; 
}:lave endeavoured to have got fpecimens, had bufinefs permitted., 
Among the bivalves we noticed fome of a large fpeties, of the' 
oardium, or cockle genus; half a dozen of which would, have' 
afforded a good fupper for one perfon.;. but for a rep aft of that 
kind, our men preferred a large fpecies of the Soleqgenus; which 
they got in quantity, and were eafily difcovered by their fpouting 
up the water as the men walked over the fands where they inha-
bited: as I fuppofeit to be a new kind I, have given a figure of it: 
in the annexed Elate. 'Tis a thin brittle lliell, {mooth within and: 

! without:, 
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without: one valve is furnifhed with two front, and two lateral 
teeth; the other has one front and one fide tooth, which flip in 
between the others in the oppofite valve: from the teeth, in each 
valve, proceeds a ftrong rib, which extends to above half-way 
acrofs the {hell, and gradually lofes itfelf towards the edge, which 
is fmooth and tharp. The colour of the outude is white, circu
larly, but faintly, zoned with violet, and is covered with a fmooth 
yellowifh-brown epidermis, which appears darkeft where the zones 
are: the inude is white, flightly zoned, and tinted with violet and 

r pink. The animal, as in all fpecies of this genus, protrudes be
yond the ends of the {hell very mnch, and is exceeding good food. 

A fine fpecimen of this kind is in the Collection of John 
Swainfon, Efq. of the Cuftom-Houfe, London. 

\Ve faw alfo, on this coaft, a kind of mufcle, in colour and 
fhape much like the common eatable mufc1e of Europe, but 
differed in being circularly wrinkled, and a great deal larger. One 
valve I faw at ~en Charlotte's Iflands, meafured above nine 
inches and an half in length. 

With pieces of thefe mufcles, fharpened to an exquifite edge 
and point, the Indians head their harpoons, and other infrruments 
for fifhing. They faften them on with a kind of reunous fub
france. 

At Falkland's Iflands we met with a cunous kind of {hell of 
the Anomia? genus of Linmeus, of which, though the fpecies are 
numerous in a foilil ftate in moft parts of the globe, few have 
been difcovered recent, or ffefl1 from the fea. One only of this 
fort was before known in Europe, which was brought over by my 

Y y 2 late 
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late worthy Commander, the -much regretted Captain Cook, In' 

his firft Voyage round the W orId: it was in the Portland Mufenm, 
and was named by the late cel€brated Dr. Solander ill his MSS. 
defcription of the fuells of that fplendid cabinet Anomic? vem/a" 
which [pecimen is now in the collection of M. Calonne, of Lon-

don. 

This kind (as do all that are properly of this genus) adheres:' 
to coral rocks, by a ligament that comes from the animal through\ 
,the hole in the larger valve. 

The internal ftruB:ure (peculiar to fhells of this genus) is very 
fingular, and confifts of two tdlaceous rays, which commence 
near the hinge in the leffer valve, where they adhere; from whence,. 
leaving the fhell, they proceed to near the edge, then bend to
wards the other valve, and turn back to their- commencement, 
where they unite: this internal part is very delicate, and breaks 
upon the fmallefl: touch, but is thicker in the part neareft to the 
larger valve. The {hell takes its name from certain parts of the 
animal, which run in a branched form along the infide of the 
{hell, which being held to a ftrong light, or a candle, gives it a 
beautifully veined appearance. The outfide i51 [mooth, and of a 
pale brown colour. 

The fpecimen from which the engraving was made, IS In the 
private collection of Mr. George Humphrey, dealer in natural 
curiufities, Albion-1l:reet, near Black-friars Bridge, London. 

Underilanding, after I came home, that rome of the birds I 
brought with me had not been engraved, though defcribed by 
~uthors, particularly the new fpecies by Mr. Latham, and--pre

fuming 
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fuming that'plates of them, done from correct drawings, would 
be- .:10 tmall embelliiliment to thi::; work, I have therefore given 
tk.: figures of four of the moil curious, and with Mr. Latham's 
permiffion have annexed their defcriptions, as printed in his Sy
nopfis of Birds .. 

YELLOW TUFTED BEE-EATER. 

Latham's SynopJis, vol. ii. p. 683. No. 18. 

(( Size of a lark: length from bill to tail fourteen inches. BilY 
an ir.ch and an half long, pretty much bent, and filarp at the 
tip; the nofirils covered with a membrane: tongue divided into 
threads at the end: the general colour of the plumage is gloffy 
black: the feathers about the head and throat ihort and pointed: 
beneath each wing is a large tuft of yellow feathers, which do 
not appear when the wing is elofed: on the vent is another patch 
of the fame colour: the tail is greatly cuneated; the two middle 
feathers are feven inches in length, and the outer ones only two 
inches; both the outer feathers are white on the outer webs and 
tips, the others black; the ends are pointed: the legs are bhcK: 
the outer and middle toes connected to the tirft joint. 

(C Thefe birds are met with in plenty at O-'why hee, and others of 
the Sandwich !fIes; at which place the natives catch the birds alive) 
and, after plucking out the yeilow feathers, give them their li
bertyagain, making ufe of the fea-zhers in their various ornaments 
and dreffes; beautiful fpecimens of which may be feen in the 
Leverian Mlifeum." 

Thus far Mr. Latham; to which I take the liberty to add, that 
the fpecimen from which the annexed engraving. was made, dif-

2 furr~ 
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ferred from that defcribed by him in having all the tail feathers 
fl)otted with white at the ends j probably his was either a hen or 
a young bird. 

The fizeis a little reduced in the engraving, 111 order to get 
.it within thecompafs of the plate. 

WHITE WINGED CROSS-BILL. 

Latham's SYllopjis, vol. iii. p. 108. NO.2. 

" The fize of a goldfinch: the bill is of a dufky horn colour: 
mofi:rils covered with brifi:les of a pale buff colour; at the baee of 
the bill, from eye to eye, a ftreak of brown: the feathers on the 
head, neck, back, and under parts, are whiti{h, deeply margined 
with crimfon; and, as fome parts of the white appears not fully 
covered with the crimfon, gives the bird a mottled appearance: 
the rump is pale crimfon: the vent dirty white: the wing is black> 
marked with a bar of white fnom the {houlder, pafling obliquely 
backwards, and a fecond bar, or rather fpot, of the fame below 
that, but only the inner half: the fecond quills are each of them 
tipped with white: the tail black: legs brown. 

" I have received this both from Hudfoll's-Bay and New-York." 

The bird I have figured differs from Mr. Latham's in fome par
ticulars; it wants the crimfon colour, and the brown bar between 
the eyes, fo that it is certainly a hen, differing from the cock ex
actly as in the common crofs-bill kind. 

Mine was {hot at Montague-!Jland, on the North-Wtjl CoaJl of 
America. 

PATA-
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PATAUONIAN WARBLER. 

Latham's Synopjis, vol. iv. p. 434. No. 26. 

" This is a large fpecies: length nine inches: bill one inch and 
a quarter, a little bent at the tip; colour black, with cinereous 
edges: the upper part of the body, and tail, cinereous; beneath 
paler, marked with white ftreaks: chin and thrQatwhite: over 
the eye a ftreak of the fame: the wings dark afh colour, marked' 
with pale brown, and a bar of the fame acrofs the coverts: the 
quills have brown edges·: outer tail feathers white: legs black: 
toes long:, hind toe and claw long and ftout. The female, or 
what is fuppofed fuch, has fewer ftreaks of white on the breaft., 

(C Inhabits 'Terra del Fuego. Met with on the jea-beach, and is' 
fuppofed to live on jhell-jijh or jea-7.CJorms. 

" It is apt to vary both in fize and length of bil1." 

Mr. Latham ,is of opinion, that the bird I have figured is the 
female. It differs from the above account in being cinereons 
throughout, exc€pt the throat, which is dirty-white, fpotted with 
acinereous colour, and that it is a native of Falkland's WeI. 

, 
JOCOSE SHRIKE. 

Latham's Syuopjis, vol: i. p. 17s:-Lanius jocqfits LinncerSyjlema 
Natura:, i. p. 13 8• 

" Size of a Lark: length feve~ inches and a half. The bill is 
blackifh, ratherftraighter than in moft of the genns, and fur
lliilied only with a very fine notch near the tip: the Cfown of the 
head is black" exceptJome long brown-black feathers, which form 

ac;eft~ 



':lIl creff:: fides of the head~, thr€)at, and, fore--pa-rt ef tlli~ treIdt;. 
white:: from each corner of the mouth is a black line, contiJwedi 
backwards.: nnder each eye is. $ finaU fpotoflively red ~ the Uppell 
parts of the body are brown;. the under parts dirty-white: vent. 
red:. on the lower part of the. neck and. bre<dl a. kind. of a brown: 
band:. quills brown: the tail is much cuneiform in fuape;. in co
lour brown,.. but the four outer feathers on each fide. ha'\{e. white
tips..: legs and claws black .. 

CC This is a CbineJe bird, and called in thofe parts by the name of 
Kowkaicon.." 

I had a pair of thefe birds, which I bought in Canton, and kept 
alive till J got off the Cape of G(Jod Hope. They would eat rice, but 
were fondeft of Cockroaches, with whic..h I principally fed them~ 
1 believe their death was owing to negleCt, occafioned by the bad 
weather we experienced at that time .. 







-
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TABLES of the ROUTE of the KING GEORGE and QYEEN 
CHARLOTTE, the Variation of the Compaf:"J, and I\1eteorological 
Obfcrvations during the Voyage. 

~. B. In thde Tables, the Situation of the Ships a.t j\oon is fet down, and the Variation, 
as obkr\'cd iome Time the fame Day. 

T A B L E I. 

From St. Jago to Falkland's Hlands. 

I 
;) 

Time. Latitude Lonsitllde Variationo Winds, VV eather, and Remarks. ':-':orth. Weil:. '" \vd1:. ..., 
3 

--- -
1;85' 0 

, o· , 
0 

, 
o ' I 

Ott. 29 ~ 
4 8 8 I L ~ North Eail:. Moderate wind, and cloud 

Noon. 1+ 
'2 weather. 

y 

""0 13 20 23 06 9 20 80t I E. b. S. Moderate and ~Iear. ,) 

3 1 1 I .34 22 40 80 From E. to E. b. N. DItto. 
81 l Eafl:. Plea{;mt weather; at night, light· 

Nov. 1 10 06 ,..,., 15'10 16 

J 
....... nmg. 

"I 83 
~E. S. E. l\1oderate and cloudy, witl 

~I S ~2 14 ~ ditto. I 

1 

! 

8 82 I Variable and fqually. 3 00 :2,2, 05 

417 83 
~ Ditt?_ with thunder, lightning, ane 

42 21 52 ( ram. 

51 7 0 22 021 8+ I Variable and fqually, v,·ith rain. 3' > I I ~ Ditt?, with thunder, lightning, an 
6! 7 

I 

82 14 22 00 I I 02 
I ram. 

( --- --- .. --.--.------~--------

d 

A 



A P PEN D I X. No. II. 
a, , '., 

> TAB LEI. Continued. 

Route of the King George and ~een Charlotte [roln St. Jago to 
Falkland's Hlands. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 
North. Weft. Weft. ~ 

Winds , Weather, and Remarks. 

---- ------ ---'--------------------
N o~8S7' ~ Q '0 '0 ' 0

80
' ~I Eaft. Squally, with thunder, light-

1 • • 6 21 21 45 1\oon. I ning/ and rain. 

l 
~ 

/ 

8.) 29 21 20 8 I IE. S. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy .. 
9 5 28 21 40 9 30 8r Variable. Squally, with rain. 

10 5 24 2 I 30 82 I Ditto. Cloudy, with rain. -

t 1 4 39 

12 3 36 

21 26 81 SVari~ble. Squally, with lightning and 
l ram. 

22 II 

l3 2 2423 00 

80 ! Ditto. Freih breezes, and cloudy. 
82 S S. E. Ditto, and clear. Saw forne wild 

2 ducks. 
14 1 22 22 30 9 26 80 S. E. A freili breeze, and cloudy. 
15 0 32 25 29 80 S. E. b. S. Ditto weather. 

South. 
16 0 22 26 !4 
lj[ 
l8 3 
19 4 
20 6 

21 7 

~~ ~~ ~~ 5 
45 29 '22 
30 30 10 

22 9 42 3 I 00 
:13 [ r 
24 1 3 
25 1+ 
2616 
27 18 

28 .J I 25 '2 
p8 32 05 
45 32 30 

39 33 00 

32. 33 32 

2820 01 

29!21 

80i S. E. b. S. Moderate and cloudy, 
58 78t IS. E. A freih breeze, and cloudy. 

78 Ditto. Moderate and cloudy. 
78t IS' E. Freih breezes, and cloudy. 
75 S. E. b. E. Ditto weather. 

S E. S. E. Freih breezes. Saw a fail to 
79 ~ the eailward. 
-78 E. b. S. Ditto weather. 

58 80 Eafi. Moderate and cloudy. 
79 E. S. E. Freih breezes, and clear. 
80 Ditto. Ditto weather. 
8r I' E. N. E. Freih breezes and clear. 
79 I Ditto. Ditto, and cloudy. 
8 I 5 Variable. A freih gale, under doubIe-

l re'efed topfails. 
34 25 

18 34 50 
55 35 23 
3 1 35.47 
12 36 20 

Eaft. 

80 I V~riable .. A freih breeze, and clear ~ 
79 Dlt~O. LIgh~ breez~s, and cloudy. 
80 /' Vanable. LIght wmds, and clear. 

3 38 79 N. N. E. Light airs, and fine weather. 



" A P PEN J) I X. No. II. 

TABLE J. Continued. 

Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from St~ Jago 
to Falkland's Iilands. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ;! 
South., Weft. Eaft. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

~~-. - -0--'- 0 ' - -Il---' ---;-;-1 
Dec. 3, 2 6 S 
Noon. S 24- 4 37 26 75 2 Variable. Frefh breezes, and cloudy, 

1838 21' 76 Ditto. Ditto, and hazy. 
26 38 40 S 25 72 S.S. E. Light winds, and doody. 
16 39 02 75 S. E. Moderate and pleafant weather. 

7 27 46 40 27 731- I Ditto. Ditto, and cloudy. 

829 39 6 1 S E. S. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
4-2 35 IS 7 122 A {well from E. S. E. 

93 1 33 44 If 7 1 I Ditto. Freih breezes, and clear. 
1032 56 45 14 '72 ,Variable. Ditto weather. 
I I 33 16 44 36 70 Ditto. A fhong gale. 
1234 36 45 16 6 S Variable. Moderate and clear. A head 

09 I 1 7 2 fea from the S. S. W. 
1336 09 46 21 7S IN. W. Strong breezes, and clear. 
1436 36 47 00 70 "W.N.W. Light winds, and cloudy. 
1537 43 48 07 72 N. E. Ditto winds, and clear. 

S N. N. E. Moderate and hazy. A great 
16 38 35 48 49 14 01 71 

{ number of whales round the ihip. 
I S Variable. Freih breezes, and thick wea-

1739 53 50 °3 7 1 22 ther . 
. ~ Ditto. Ditto, and a heavy fea from 

1840 26 51 20 74 h t e S. E. 
1941 
20 +2 
2 1144 

22'+5 

23146 

24.147 

25\48 

OI 52 07 
30 53 16 
00 54 17 

28 53 36 

63 Moderate and clear. Saw fea birds. 
66 \"1. N. W. Frefh breezes, and clear. 
63 Variable. A heavy gale, and high fea. 

S S. \iV. to W dl:. A fhong gale, and 
57 2 cloudy. Some \,"hales in ilght. 

5 Variable. A heavy gale, and crofs {ca.: 
24 53 36 IS 35 57 ~ Saw a fcal. 

81-5 S. w. to ~ei1:. A .i1:rong gale, and. 
4 :.: ~ hazy, With {mall ram. : 
5 I i Variable. A frdh ?;~I.Lj, ~mJ c10uJy I 

» _ ~~"",,'-1;Jr,. .... ~.~ ...... -, .:<'._T\ 

02 53 42 

A 2. 



AP PEN D I X. No. n. 

l' A B LEI. Continued. 

Route of the King George and ~een Charlotte from St. Jago 
to Falkland's IDands. 

Time. Latitude k.on;:itude IVariati011s \ ;; 
SOllth. r \\elt . cait. S Winds, Weather, and Rcimarks. 

25° 
I 

I 
I 

35 1 

., 
" 

" ' I 
I S \V. S. W. A freih breeze, with rain 

49~ ( at times. 

53 26 19 26 47 ~ Variable. A frefh bCTak, and cloudy. 
Some whales in ilght. 

18 55 52. 

3 1 55 55 
04 56 50 

34 57 10 

4-0 58 00 

I 0~1 58 491 

10i 59 40 

12! 59 5+ 

S Weft: to South. Thick [qually \veJ.-
4 7 ~ ther. 

S Variable. Freih. breezes, and cloudy. 
5° ( A heavy head {ea. . 
491- Ditto. Squally cl(Hldy weather. 
45 Variable. Heavy [qualls, \\lith hail. 

f
' Ditto. Frefh breezes, and thick hZlZy 

48 weather. Great mrrnbers of {eals 
_ and penguins round the ihip. 

{

At three A. M. faw the land S. E. b. S. 
50 to S. b. W. Frefh breezes, and hazy, 

\vind \'ariable. 
SVariabie. Light winds, and cloudy, 

52 ~ with rain .. 
51. j Ditto. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

S At eleven o'clock this day came to an
~ char in Port Egmont. 

'

I N. B. The mean of the T?er.mome
ter, \\' hen among- theie 111anos, 

I' 54 degree..s.. 



A P PEN D I X. No. II. :s 

TAB L E II. I 
King George and ~cen Charlotte from Falkbnd'5 t 

Hlands to the Sandwich Hlands. \ 

'Route of the 

------r---~----_,----,_--~-------------------------! 
Latitude Longitude V~riation, ;J 

South. Weit Ealr, G 
~ 

Time. Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

-----1---[---- ___ , ____ . ___________ . ___ ._. ___ _ 

1,86. () 

Jan. l3,1 
Noon. J 51 35 60 54 

245 2 03 62.49 

255 2 40 63 39125 

2 6 53 39 64 29 

27 1 5'+ 

2 8155 
29!5 6 
30 56 

3 1 57 

Feb. I 58 

25 8 

359 

28 63 19 

00 62 39 
48 62 19 

52 62 20 

7 63 40 

09 6455 2 5 

24 66 13 

4 60 14 67 30 

559 21 67 18
1 

6160 °5 69 35,26 

,I '" I 

r'South. Light winds, and fine weather. 
54) New Hland in fight, S. E. Diihnt 

l three leagues. 
~N. \V. Freih breezes and c1oudy. No 

5 3 ~ land in fight. 
001 50 i Ditto. Llght breezes, and foggy. 

S W. S. \\r. Frdh breezes, and cloudv. 
51 ~ Seals and penguins round the i11ip.' 

rVariable. Strong gales, and fqUJ,lly, 
) \,ith lightning to the S. '\T. Staten's 

50 -, Land. \\T. S. \V, Diihnt fix or 
L eight miles. 
~ S. S. W. Strong gales, and [qually. A 

47 ( heavy [ea. 
43 I Variable. Ditto, ditto. 
43 ['Ven. Frefh g~lles, and 1uzy. 

~ S. '\T. to N. W. Moderate and bazv. 
44 ( A heavy fea. 

e 'V. N. W. to S. S. E. A freDl breeze, , 43 ) 
( and hazy. 

36 43 I Variable. A frdb breeze, and cloudy. 

4S 
) Ditt? Freih KJles, and fquaIly, with 
( ram. 
S N. N. W. to S. W. b. \IV. Strong gales, 

43 ( and a heavy fca from tht: wdhvard. 
42 ! Variable. Frefh gales, and cloudy. 

) VI. b. N. Frdh breezes, ami fine \vea-
10 44 2 thn. 

~ Variable. Ditto, with rain. A heavy 
4-5 ( fwell from the S. \V. 7160 15 7

1 3°1 
859 44 71 EOI 

,~~--~I~--~--.---------

r ~ Ditto. Frcfh breezes, and fqual1y, with 
45,:, ( ra in. 

--------~-----.~-------~---------



1 , 
1 

A P P'E N D I X. .Ko. II. 

- • 

TAB L E II. Continued. 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Falkland's' 

Hlands to the Sandwich Iilands. 

Latitllcle Longitude Variations >-1 
Winds, Weather, and Remarks. Time. 

t:r' 
, Eait. " South. Weft. .. 

~ 

--
17 86• 0 

, CJ 
, 0 

, 
Q ' I 

Feb. 9L 73 27 
~ Variable. Frefh breezes. A heavy [well 

Noon. j 59 °9 13 14 44 from S. W. 

'10 58 02 73 44 28 35 40 
~ South to W. S. W. Strong breezes, and 

fnow. 
11 56 32 75 °9 42 ! S. W. Strong gales, with hail. 

56 37 75 37 43 
~ S. S. W. to W. N. W. Frefh breezes, 

12 and cloudy. 

13 56 46 77 52 41 
~ N. 'Y. Frefh breezes, and [qualIy, with 

ram. 
14 55 44 79 47 +4t! S. W. Moderate and cloudy. 

56 80 51 
6 ~ W. N. W. Ditto, ditto, raw [orne 

15 19 4 feals. 
16 -6 1 1 8r 10 45 W. b. S. Light winds, and cloudy. 

.) 

17 55 56 82 19 45 W. to S. W. b. S. Ditto, ditto. 
18 55 31 82 30 26 20 44t, W. to W. b. N. Squally, with rain. 

19 55 28 82 49 4.6 ~ Wefl:. Frefh breezes, and cloudy, with 
ram. 

20 55 26 83 18 46 Variable. Strong gales, and fqually. 
21 55 40 81 54 45 Weft. Ditto, ditto. 
:2:1- 54 os 8r 40 44t Ditto. FreD1 breezes, and clear. 
'-, -; 53 15 8r 52 45 Ditto. Ditto, ditto. -,\ 

24 53 11- 8~ 12 46 W. N. W. Freili gales, and hazy. 
25 53 I7 83 34 47 N.W. Strong gales, and hazy. 
26 52 49 84 50 47 Weft. Heavy gales, and fqually. 
....,-.- ... .., 14 82 43 47-£- N. \V. Strong gales, and cloudy. -/,)-

281S2 14 84 3+ 48 Ditto. Freih breezes, and clear. 
l\1arch I' (; I 56: 0+ 42 47 IN. N. W. Squally, and cloudy. 

i-

2~O 161 ~3 4 1 17 O:! 46 I vV. N. W. Ditto, \vith hail. 
,. I 

') ',:--> 3 I j 0:?- 39 is ,vVen. Squally, \'lith rain. ,--'" - , 
I 

5,,1 ~ W. ~ . W. Frefh g:lles, and hazy, with 4i_~_6 82 43 50 
i 

-I rJll1. 
S 4S ~6' 80 541 I 51 I'Vefi. Frelh and clear. 5 

~ 



A P PEN D I :I.. No. II. 

TAB L E II. Continued. 
Route of the King George and ~een Charlotte from Falkland's 

Iflands to the Sandwich HIands. 

Latitud~ Longitude Variations ;J 
South. Weft. Eaft. ~ 

? 
Time. Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

-~- ----------1----
1786• 0 ' 0 , 0 

March 6 ~ 
Noon. ~ 45 

744 

8'44 

9144 
10 43 

II 43 

1242 
1343 
1442 
IS 42 

16 40 

09 81 31 

13 81 40 

44 81 43 

17 82 56 
24 82 37 

10 83 04-

26 83 IS 
07 84 51 
46 84 43 1 3 
04 85 16 

J~< 86 07 

87 IS 

1837 58 88 30 

1936 51 88 44 

20 36 

21
1

30 
2235 
13 1 34-' 

I 
2433 

34 89 00 

12 89 01 

10 89 35 
08 90 52 9 

25 91 30 

o ' 

52 W. S. vV. Light breezes, and hazy. 

53 Ditto. Ditto, ditto. 
1.. S W. N. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

5S z ~ A fwell from the N. W. 
56 l'vV. s. W. Hard [quaIls. 
53 W. N. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

. S W. S. W_ 110derate and cloudy, with 
57 ~ lightning. 
56+ I' Variable. Hazy, with rain. 
58 N. N. W. Ditto, ditto. 

50 57 II Variable. Foggy, ,vith rain. 
58 Ditto. A frefh gale, and hazy. 

ISS. S. W. Ditto, ditto. A [well from 
5 1

2 ~ the S. vV. 
57 ! Weft. Freth breezes, and cloudy. 
60 S Variable. Ditto, ditto. A heavy [well 

( from the 5. W. 
ISS. S. W. to S. S. E. Light breezes, and 

592( cloudy. 
61 S S. S. W. Ditto, ditto, and fine wea

( ther. 
6\ I W. s. W. Light winds, and cloudy. 
622 \ W. b. S. Moderate, ditto, ditto. 

17 64+ S. b. W. Ditto, ditto. 
6 ~ S. S. vV. to S. S. E. Moderate and 
52 cloudy, with rain. 

{

EafL Light winds, and cloudy. Saw· 
253 2 27 92 40 67 a {ail to the N. W. but did not [peak· 

her .. 
26 3 1 48 94 10 70 E. S. E. lv'Ioderate and clear. 
273 0 46 95 35 73 S. E. to Eaft. A fine breeze, and clear . 

. ~ __ --~~~81~2~9~2~I~9~7~3~5~--~-7~2---E-~-afi-.---F-re-i-h-b_r_ee_z_e_s,~a_n_d_c_'1_0l_1U~i)_T. __ ~: 



A P PEN D I X. No. II. 

T A BL E II. Continued. 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte fro1l1 Falkland's 

1\ -'1:' ~ --II-r-~~:~\l<~e l~'~I~.~,I:'~l~\;(~~i'~:' th: Sandwich Wands. 
ll1ll'. :i 'ut'l. \I. ~'H:. 1::.,1(. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

i 
1------- ~--------, -----:----1-- --

17 H). 1 Q I v : " I 0 • I 
I: ~\ Tar. '29 is') i 6 : I ) ENE F fh b "n· l ele,ar. -) 0" 9') ", .'l,O, ~/l-:;-) • •• re reezes, cL U , ~ oon ,- -1'- ,'>.\ .) - ( 
j • , i 1 

3 'J.6 3C~'GO 021 17" Eail:. Frefhbreezes, alld cloudy. 
~ [ '2 ~ Oe-, I 00 ~ 1 S 00

1 '7 ~+ Ditto. Pleafaht weather. 
'Aplil 1~'J.·~ '2~ 102 oSI 73 E. b. S. Fref11 breezes, and cloudy. 

::b~ 46 r03 3cl-1 73 E. N. E. Ditto, ditto, rain. 
::;\20 27 104 4:)11 72+ Ditto. Pleafant \\leather. 
ill! 9 19 1°5 00 /7+ N. E. Ditto, ditto. 
5~!. S 07 106 .-n: 73 E. b. N. Freih breezes, and clear. 
6: 17 32 r 07 0<"): 3 ++i 73 N. N. E. Ditto, and cloLldy. 
7, q '21 1 °7 23 1

: j ,5 Ditto. Light winds, and clear. 
~,116 47 lOS 0°11 I 73 _ N. E. Ditto. Saw dolphins and birds. 

j
l' 59 108 \i 75 ) Ditto. Light winds, and cloudy. A 

/ ~ +3 2 fwell from the S. W. 
10 1.-) 75 IN. E. Light winds, and clear. 
IT 13 7+ 'Variable. Ditto. Saw birds and i1urks. 
I::' I ~ 76 E. S. E. Frefh breezes, and clear. 
13 10 77 E. b. N. Ditto, ditto. 
1+ 1) '271 78+ II S.~. Fref11.breezes, and cloudy. 
15 7 79 Vanable. Ditto, and clear. 
16 5 II 79-d E. ~. E. Freih breezes. Saw fil~1 and 

17 I 14- . 2~ bIrds. 
I-I.~ °9 1 IS \So I Eai1:. Ditto. Saw {everal turtle. 
1~1 I 27I16 8r Is.E. Squally, with rain. 
19100 

05 116 I 791 \ Variable. Cloudy. Sawfometurtle. 
I ;\ortll. I, • 

2:): I 191116 178 ~ Di~to. Light winds, and cloudy. Sa',v 
1 I ~ ieve!al ih<~rks rO~l11d the ihip. 

'ZLI 20 3S lII6 
00, 79 ! S. S. E. Light \"'ll1ds and clear. 

2023 3;'1I6 SI_~~Dit.t~: Df.itlt?'Jandcl0JudjY·nGrcatquan-
- ( tItles 0 JIrL:S roun t-le lnip. 

::3: + .')+1 17 7S i \-ariJ.ble. ~qll<llly, with rain. I 
--- ----- ---- ----- --_._-------- ----- --- ---------- --- ----! 



A PP END IX. 1-1" 7.1..' 1 'oj'", _ , 

r-------------------~ .. - ... ,-- ..... . 

TAB L E II. Continued. 
Route of the King George and (~y;en Charlotte from F'aILl::L'~: 0 

Iflands to the Sandwich Iflands. ~ 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 
North. Welt. Eaft. ~ Winds, Vleather, and Remarks. 

-----.-
17 86. <;/ 

, 
" 

, 

Apri124 ~ 
5 33i117 50 Noon. S 

2S 6 08 I 18 2Z 
26 6 30111 7 40 

27 7 00 117 3° 
. 28 7 20 I Ii) 19 

29 7 43 119 09 

30 S 20 120 20 

May J S 53 121 40 

2 9 44 122 42 

3 10 4s1124 08 
4112 12 125 32 
5'13 141126 53 
6 14 25!I27 47 

7 IS 501128 4S 

SI17 0)129 57 
9118 I sir 30 44 

10 19 30:131 40 
I I 19 5Si! 33 08 
1220 03 I 3437 

13 20 09 136 17 

14 20 09
1

138 04 
IS 20 081 40 01 
16 19 S9

1 

142 10 

<;/ 

5 

5 

6 

I --Q '\ 

781' ~ Variable. Freih breezes, and hazy. 

79 I S. W. to Welt. Light wind, and rain. 
781' Welt to N. W. Ditto, and cloudy. 
So S W. S. ~. Light winds, with lightning 

( and ram. 
IS 8 It I Variable. Ditto, with lightning. 

80t ,N. E. Moderate breezes, and cloudy. 
. 8 S N. N. E. Squally, with rain. Saw 

I ~ dolphins and birds round the fhip. 
79 ! N. E. A fine breeze, and clear. 
80 S N. N. E. Ditto weather. Saw feveral 

( turtle. 
79 I' N. E. b. N. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
77 Ditto. Ditto weather. 
771' I' N. E. b. N. Moderate, and clear. 
8 I Ditto. Squally, with rain. 

2 S N. E. Ditto, and cloudy. Saw fome 
7 2 turtle. 

50 7 I t Ditto. Frefh breezes, and fqually. 
72 N. E. b. E. Frefh weather. 
70 [N. E. b. N. A freih gale, and rain. 
7 It N. E. Frefh breezes and clondy. 

17 70 Ditto. Ditto, and clear. 
Ealt. A fine breeze and cloudy. As 

yet we faw nothing of Los, Majos, 
7 1 or any other of the iiLlOds as bid 

down in this latitude and longitude by 
)- the Spaniards. 

7 I I Eaft. Freih breezes, and cloudy. 
7 1+ Ditto. Squally, with rain. 
72 E. b. N. Ditto, ditto. 

B 



10 A P PEND I X. 
-------~--.-----~-~--- --

TAB L E II. Continued. 

R.(HltC (jf the KilW' Geor2'e and nueen Charbttc: fronl 
() (.-J '<...:.! 

! 
I 

Falkland' ;:: j 

IDands to the Sandwich Iflands. I 
--;ij~~:.--- ~~ti~l:e-II-~1-,'"'-1':IY0~~::1 ~~-I---~""\-indS' '7/eathcr, al1d RemarEs.-~--i 

,-lout 1. l.J. L~lL\. f3 
I : 1 

-. - -0 -~I-~ ---;-~'-, ---0 ' J--
I 7 ~ (" .. -" 

Ivbv 17 t I I E 1>. T T' 1\ fi b -d 1 "II ~. (20 02I+_~ 02 73. 1'1.~. i1. ne reeze, an c ear. 
, 0011. ! 1 1 ,~ , 

18,[1] 57)~-3 52 7-1+ IE: b. J".; • . 1VIoderate, an~l cloudy. 
19, 19 57140 -1-+ 75+ Dltto. LIght breezes, and clear. 
2.0'2.0 °51+:) 02 74 'IEafL Modcratc,andditto. 
:!lI9 4 c1-11 49:;0 75 E. N. E,. Light breezes, with rain. 

I (, D' 1\.'1 J -, 1 221 9 11115 1 -V' 74 I IttO. J.v\'ueratc,andClU~lCY. 
23 11 9 I0

1

!I S3 15 75 IE. N. E. Frdh breezes, "-lth rain. 
I {E. b. N. Ditto, and hazy. At noon 

24

1

19 26154 16 76+ the~.E. point 0~<?w~1yhe~, bearing 
N. ~ \V. three, 01 foUl leagues. 

~.~ IS 50 .... 4 ~E. N: E. Moderate, and cloudy. South 
-I I 2 pomt of Owhyhee E. b. S. nine miles. 

26 75 I Variable, ~md light. Clore in fhore. 

{

'V, S. W. Light breezes,. and c.loudy. 
27 I 77 At oie P. M. cam~ to anchor 111 Ka-

rakakooa Bay, Owhyhee. 



A P PEN Dr x. No. II. I! 

TAB L E III. 
Route of the King GCOJ'2c z,nd Qgeen Charlotte \\'-hiLl at the 

Sandwich Hbll.ds. 

? r'. I 
~, I' 

Ju::e 121 

5 21 
i 
I 

621 

I 
I s:: I 
I 

I(~:S7 4-.5 
! 

I .. I 
.Jl 

331 
l 

L1<1 I.) 

57[160 

V1inds, YV eather, ;:Eld Rem.arks. 



I! A P PEN D IX. No. II. 
.-----,--------------------------~. 

TAB L E IV. 

R.Qute of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Sandwich 
Iilands to Cook's River. 

I 

-.------,----r----"7"----:----,------~-------~-

Time. I Latitude Longitude Variations 
North. Well:. Eall:. 

Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

i 

JU;~~I~]-Q--
---1---· ------------------

o o 

Noon. 512 3 I0160 45 10 

15124 29 160 02 
162,5 27 160 57 

July 

17126 32161 22 
18\27 49 161 07 
19>8 531r6r 00 
2°,3 0 061160 41 15 
21 3 I 04160 10 
2232 02159 41 

I 
2333 34 1 58 50 

, 

2S35 
, 
I 

26!36 

27
1
38 

2SJ8 
1 

2939 

30140 

114 1 

I 
242 

344 
I 

4,45 
5 +5 
6+5 

21 1[5 8 35 

56( 57 32 

57,15 6 3° 

J 4:155 34 

49 r 5+ 13 
I 

311 53 05 
i 

37 153 37 
I 

31 ,15 2 06)'1 7 
4815~ 06 

I I 
01)5 2 

I 

0:::. 150 

:::7 1 49 
59 1 4t) 

o+i 
10! 

~ul 
06

1 

I ~ I J 

{

E. N. E. Light breezes, and cloudy. 
09 78 The high land on the South part of 

Oneehow bore S. E. 
77 IE. N. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
76~ Ditto. Moderate breezes, and clear. 
77 'Ditto. Ditto, with rain. 
76t E. b. N. Moderate breezes, and cloudy. 
76 Eaft. Ditto, ditto, with rain. 

IO 79 E. b. N. Moderate breezes, and clear. 
76 Variable. Ditto, ditto weather. 
77 S. S. E. Moderate breezes, with rain. 
78 S S. S. W. Frefh breezes, and [qually. 

l A heavy [well from the Weftward. 
72t ! Variable. Squally, with rain. 
69 S We~. Strong gales and [quaIly, with 

l ram. 
6 S W. N. W. Ditto, ditto. A heavy 

3 l [well from W. N. W. 
621- ! Weft. Frefh breezes, and hazy. 
57 ~ N. W. Ditto, ditto. A heavy N. W. 

( [well. 
571- ',Ditto. Frefh breezes, and ditto. 
57 ~ W. N. VV. A frdh gale, and thick 

~ weather. 
20 56t! Ditto. Ditto. 

59 ~ S. \V- Fre!h breezes, and foggy. Saw 
( a feal, and :l log of wood. 

56 ~ Sout~ to VV. b. S. A frdh gale, with 
( ram. 

50 'N. W. FreJ.l gales, and hazy. 
49 I Ditto T Ditto, a21,,1 ~oggy: 

- 472 N. W. Squally, ,nth ram. 



A P PEN D I X. No. II. 
..... ___ -_. ____ n= ..... __ -'--____ • ______ ~~~_-_,~~_~-_____ ~:~~ __ , 

TAB L E IV. Continued. 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Sandwich 

Iilands to Cook's River. 

L . d IL . d Iv '. ..oj 

N otth. Weft. Eaft. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. Time. atltu e) I ongItu e anatlOns :r 

Jul~867'? I Q
6 
"1-0

----;--;---' ~- ~ N. \v." to S. b. W. Light winds, and 
Noon. Sl4 14'147 27 50 ( hazy. 

847 3 11147 53 54 I Variable. Frefh gales, and hazy. 
949 381 48 551 48-!- Ditto. Ditto,andfoggy. 
lis S. vV. to S. E. Fre!h breezes, and hazy. 

10

1

5 I 241 149 35 1 9 30 47 { PafTed a log of wood. 

{

So S. W. A frefh gale, and foggy. 
1153 I I 149 35 46 PafTed feveral pieces of wood, and 

I 
fame rock-weed. 

211
1
48 26 6 I S W. N. W. Strong breezes. Saw fe-

12

1

54 4 2" { veral flocks of birds. 

I ",~ 55',[48 34 S N. W. to Wean Ditto. PafTed a log 
.)'.)4 47 2 of wood. 
I S W. S. W. A light breeze, and thick 

14155 5 21 48 00 45 2 fog. 
15157 04,149 22 47t1 S. W. Moderate, andfoggy. 

1 

rDitto. Frefh breezes, and foggy. At 
, j feven o'clock faw the land, bearing 

161158 34 151 04 48 IN. W. b. W. [even or eight leagues 
L diitant. 

1758 45:15"2 06 47 'Variable. Frefh breezes, and foggy. 
Cil 8 i 10 48 ~ Ditt:>. Frefh breeze.s and hazy, with 

It'15 39 1 :;2 ( ram. ThebarrenlflandsN. 'N. 

f'Variable. Frefh breezes, with rain. 
J,-7) At anchor off Coal Harbour in Cook's 

L River. 

N. B. Mean of the Thermometer in 
Cook's River 5St deg. 



It (A P P. E hI D IX. 
.- -------- - ---~--~------- .. -----.-. -~~----------------.- . 

T A ~3 I.E V. 

Route of the _ iWT Gcorc-c ;];1(1 ():':?cn Charlotte frOln CGok~s r~ivcr ,_, L) '<...:j 

along the CoaH:) an~l f:'om tlEncc to tbe Sandwich IDan,Is. 
---------~ 

, I 
LJtitt;l~C :1 ,f)il9 itll:.1C :\Tar;:_-~~i:=,ns Tim::: J:'~ur[h. V~-ti1. I; E~ti>. 

I ------~ ----------

.'l tic I"" ., ;:~, ,) ( "() 

"O"D ()0 
L, ,_ J- 0 ) 

1'~:, 9 
I 

1 -"0 
..... ~. ,~} / 

I 
16 9 

(, 

I,' i 9 

, ' 

,,-= [J 8 
I , 

1:2 

00 

----~.-----------

':fi:c.ds, Vleather, z'tr:d P c;'~:1rks. 



'A P PEND I X. ' No. II. 

TAB LEV. 
Rout~ of th~ jng Gcor:;~ and ~een ChadGti~c from Cook's H.ivcr 

along the eoafi, and from thence to the Sandwich Hlands. 
----,----, ~--~i-~--~-------- - ----- -------- - ------.-

I L . ] IT . - 'T •• --1 1 Ti poe 1tltHtle Lor,~': C'J'~c \ afl<!tlOn, "'-

'" South. I Y~l. Ean. S \Vinds, Remarks. 
I ::J I I' , 

-f, -, ,-:~-" ~ ~5-~) -, -Q --, -I-Q ---, --,,---, -~ ,-- iT, ~ Freflll"w'C'c'nH q: l' 11 ,-~ 1' .. 1 

),~cl(:o'~"J}("9 09'I4( r'""ll SS ~,' ·the·lancl-lya"rillo~·\V~'-_I.'N.dii~~~:-tI~II' 

, 
l',oon. \, \J 0 .J I 'L or I Z miles. 

.1 

I ( E. N. E. Fr,:'lh brcc:-:cs, and h3.2"1(. A 
: ( , )" 0 I ') 1 V 4'-/ I' " 5 r ) • 

"7 .J -:> .J ~ heavy head [ca. 
:;0158 2814+ 421 5-~ Variable. Frefh hrcc7cs, with Lli~l. 
31!58 27,143 49 531· Ditto. Lj~~ht ','finds, and cloud:-. 

Sept. 11'5','~ 5~J-l4~ 10 54 S. E. Freil1 brce;:'~S, Jnd dOlhi:-. 

, I " ~ Variable .. Frcih breezes anJi~l mIly, 
~\.5,) 49

1

LJo 44 5:> 2 with ram. 

1457 

23139 08 

321 39 
I ~ I 18 

°3 
44 

261 38 36 
°5: 1 37 4·8:24 
35113:' 12 

5 71:;,'000 
J

1 

' 

42I?>742 
461 37 °7 

I 

501 36 
I 

50I 36 

06

1

116 

I5!57 J}I 36 23 
16:56 50136 10 

I' 

17 155 15I~6 14 
! I ()I /' 

I 'J 5 ? 40 ; I ~" 5 3 I .J I ~.J 
.... _ , •• 5_ •• 

I ~ North to S. \V. b. S. Ditto, ditto. A 
.53"2 ( h<::::lVy {\',cll L-or:l the Edh,-ard. 
531 : VariZlble. Moderate, and cloudy. 
54 Ditto. ditto, '.\ith ['in. 
53+ ,E. b. S. Light \vinch, and rain. 

00 53-I' Variable. Frefh gales, and fqually. 
53 Ditto. Ditto, ditto. 

\ S. b. W. Frdh breezes, and h,17",. Sa',\' 
54 ( the land, bearin:::; N. N. E .. 
.54 I' Yariclble. Strong gales, and f~illally. 
521- Ditto. Hen), f,clks, and thick '.n:lther. 

.,.l ~.E. N. E. A frc1h gale.:. S,,- \\. the Lm; 
5j2( 1,,;.E.b.E. 
.5 2 j South. Strong gales, and rain. 

fl Ditto~ Freih brc,~zcs, and cloudy. Cape 
5 2~ l Edt; ecombe N. 60 deg'. E. dlihn til 

or 12 miles. 
58 I Vari:lblc. A hC1\-y gale, and hazy. 
51 :Uitto. Fre111breezes, andha7Y. 
.501 i VV. s. vv. Ditt\), ditto, and clod:.].(,", 

T ~ ~~. YV. Frcfh b,·c.:"=c~, a~d dell'., S,'..\'v 
5' ( th-: hr;d, 



16 A P PEN D I X. No. II. 

TAB LEV. Continued. . 

Route of the King George and Q..geen Charlotte from Cook's River 
along the eoaD:, and from thence to the Sandwich Iflands. 

Time. latitude LOI~gitude ilvari2!iOnS I ~ 
North. \\ en. Li', g Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

------------. --___ --~ _ _4¢ _______ ,_._, __ _ 

17 86• [J 
, 

Q 

Sept. 19. t 
56

1

1 33 ) S I Noon. I 

20~5 I 6
i
1 3 I 

2. J Iso 451129 I 

I 
2~~ 50 03\1 2 8 

I 
2 3[49 51 127 

2449 28 

28 

2T IS 127 

128 3°'~~ 7 53 

oa. 1147 5 3~I 29 

' , " , 

I/!+ IS 

25 

50 

30 

52 

1 

35 20 00 

30 

44 
I 

o ' I 

55 ~ N. W. Frefh breezes, and hazy. 

59 ! Ditto. Frefh breezes and cloudy. 
I S N. W. Light winds, and clear. Saw 

57z{ two I!lands, bearing N. 53 deg. E. 
6 SN. N. W. Moderate breezes, and 

5 ( cloudy. The land in ilght. 
56 S N. W. Frefh breezes, and hazy. 

{ Woody Point N. 69 deg. W. 

{

' Variable. Squally, with rain. King 
57 George's Sound bearing N. E. three 

or four leagues. 

{

' Variable. Light airs, and cloudy. 
53 North point of the Sound North, 63 

deg. Eair, difiant nine or ten miles. 
1 rVa~iable.. Heavy ga~es, with thunder, 

61 z ) IJ~htnmg, and ram. Saw the land 
l flOm N. W. to Eafi. 

lrVariable. Squally, with heavy fhowers . 

1 
of hail and rain. Extremes of the 

53 land from W. N. W. to E. b. S. A 
heavy [well from S. S. W. 

rVariable. Squally, with rain and hail. 
S7 I The point of the Sound North, 65 

~ EaH, diHant [even or eight miles. 
~ "V. N.-W. Frefh breezes, and finewea-

62 < thcr. The entrance of the Sound N. 
I 40 deg. E. I I leagues. 

5 J~ ) South. Light airs. A heavy [well from 
~ ( N. W. 

S-JJS. W. Freih breezes, and hazy. A 
12 ( heavy head [ea. 



A P PEN D IX. 

'--~----~---~----------~--- ~~~~--, 

TAB LEV. 
Route cf the King Geol'ge and O..,Ecen Charlotte from Cook's River 

along the Coau, and from thence to the Sartdwich Iflands. 
-----;----.,---------~------ ~.- --~------------

1 1 ~-l Time. Latitude Longitude V:lri,1tions I ~ 
l\ort11. y,'eft. i LaB:. I S 

-----'-----1--- -------.-
od~~O~, I" 'I v '" ' v, 

'Noon. ~146 501 30 10 561 

\Vinds, V/ cather, and Remarks. 

S. S. V\!. ModcrJ.te breezes, and clear 

31+.5 41 13 0 02. S9 I S. ~\-VT. FrCnl bF:::Z~'S, and cloudy, 
I \ N. \~l. :rvIodcLtt,~ breezes, \vith rain 

r"H 56 130 "1-6 6 I) 1 ±-{ ( anI og. , 
I > North to ::. S.W. Light \\-inds, and c1ou-

5
1
++ 0613I 0+

1

19 2715~1 ( ely. Ahea\y[\v,:llfromtl,cWdtwarlL 
GicU 07 130 52 I 57\ I f·;uth. Ffeil) brce~~es, \',ith rain. I 
71~-3 0;)1 1 :; I 59 56t 'Variable. S:rr~ng bree:'>~s, and fO~T!.',:. I 

SilO 34,131 22 56 I S.~V,\T.b.S. ~:;:::1'111y,w,itblig~1tninh6:]:lin.11 
I-Y~ 5~; I 7I 06 ~ S. S. '-lV. L-itto, wlth Ldn. A heavy 

\~_l ~I 59 ~ fwell from the vVdl\v:ud. 
101-lO 3,~ 131 r ,I 591 1 Ditt.o. Frefh g,,-les, and fqtl111y. 
11'39 :2 i}i13 I ;~I bc,±' Va~m,ble. Freih breezes, and c1ou:ly. 
~238 +: i

I 31 00 6t~ Is.s.VJ. Afrcihgalc, with rain. 
1 I t: ~ I) \V. )',;. \V. Ditto, diuo. A f\\cll' 

J 31

1

37 0,.1113+:J7 OJ'' f "\~T".,V 
' 1 (r0111 VI • .). v . 

I 6 ~T. (\V. N. Vi. Freil: .brcc:~..:s. ,')c\c{:;: 1,1:,6 3"11 '7) 52, ' ) . -'I'') ~I ,i,) I -2( iharksrollndtheLllp. 
1515 57: 1 33 2 Cl i 67 ! ,0" S. E. Lig'ht winc~::;. 
Uil36 0-1-\133 451 671 Sou~h. hI()',~('r:~tc ?rc,~;:C'~, :lEd, cloudy., 
1;':::5 5~-!IH 141 69 ,Vanable. LIght \l,mCiS, and Lun. 

I~)!34 40;13 6 06 68 NO:'t;L Nloder:ltc"l1dln;,:y,\vitbrai:1. 
I (i)L 2~~11:6 5 I 67 \ :l.riaLle. FrCnl l)]'ct'z;::~;, and cle~lr. 
2~ 34 23 1r 38 25 68 IS. b. E. Ditto, ditto, and cloudy. 
21 '34 131 r 41 00 71 I Smith. Frefh brcc:~':s, and fqually. 
22:4 OO

I
' I,-P 06 "'i2 "DittO. Ditto, ditto. 

Ie" R F .. (1 i,~, .. ,-- "~,,, J ,1" 1" ''-h~-' 2],-:'3 £12,1/,2 I2 71:: U • .).L<. jel~1'dLl/.,,-,,,,i~lh~ulJ,ll'J,Wlll laJll. 
n, 2,' .1 1 1'" 00, -r S E T\!f(\L'nte '1nd 'j"PV """-1:33 L j....., i' ..I..~ J~2c--,\..''-- '- ( J..(J,./.J.;" 

i 1'4-, ~:;" ~_:" E. A TIn'':: breeze, and clollLly, 
2Si33 00iI43 :,u 7 I ( '.'.ith nino . 

. ,~ _____ 2~.:i..2_ ]~/2_~-,~ sc' _______ J_~ i D';(to. Ditto, dil_,t_()_. ______ _ 

c 
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I' 
TAB LEV. Continued. I 

Route of th::: King George and Qseen Charlotte from Cook's River; 

along the Coail:, and from thence to the Sandwich Hlands. 
-------------~----~----------~-------------------------------

Titne. Latitude L01:'_ lt1t,L- !Variati,\Jb 
:\L,rtit. \',cil. I Eaif. 

i 
Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

_____ _____ --------1 ______________________________ _ 

qS6. o 

OCt. 2.7, ~ ,.,') 
Noon. ~»~ 

8' 2. 13 2 

2.C)3 1 

30 ,2.9 
~I'''9 j I~ 

Nov. 112.8 
227 

3112,6 

4 2+ 
)2+ 

I 
6;24 
71 2 3 
:) 23 
! 

c' """ "'" 
r~ 

102: 

1 I 22. 

1:2 2 I 

1320 

1.5 20 

16 

o .. i Q 

,., 7 I' - ,.., '"; I I I 
"t...j -1-.) ..... I 

03 144 58 
05146 04-
48 r 46 06 
05 1 47 59 9 
17 148 42 
18 149 03 
06149 28 

56I50 00 

32. I 50 27 

° 31 1 .5 0 35 
15:IS1 I8 
0T5 1 13 
5J.:I ~1 24 I! _ 

351151 00 
! 

05i151 10 

I 
3°,1 52. 04 

3(h5 1 50 
I 

06
1
1
5

2 
39 

07153 1C! 

155 I I 

Q ' I 

4
6 [ ~ S. S. E. Frein breezes, and fine \vea-

712( ther. 
74 S. E. Moderate and cloudy. 
72 E. S. E. A fine breeze, and cloudy. 
72.1 S. E. Frdh breezes, with lightning. 

,.., -, 7 I Ditto. Ditto, and fqually. 
-/ i 73 Eail:. Moderate and cloudy, with rain. 

I 71 i E. b. S. FreDl breezes, and cloudy. 
7311 Eait. Ditto, ditto. 

S E. b. N. Freih breezes, and pleafmt 
7 3 ~ weather. 
73 IE. S. E. Light winds, and cloudy. 
i It I V2.riable. Frefh breezes, and rain. 
701- i s. E. Moderate and cloudy. 
7'2. I Sou[h. Light airs, and rain. 
-6 5 VariabI~. Stron,g gales, and fqually. 

i I ( C:c1gnt fome uolphms. 
i ~,/ I )( Ditto. Heavy {quaIls, with licrhtnincr, 
I r._ d b b, 
: /--'2( an rain. 

7 5 ~ Vari~ble. Fre!h gales, and fqual1y, with 
( ram. 
S Ditto. lYloderate breezes. A {well 

77 ~ from the S. E. 
75 ) N. N. E. Ditto, ditto, with fine wea-

~ ther. 
_ 1.. 5 Eait. Moderate breezes. Caught a 

1 15.2 ~ large !hark. 
rE , N. E. Light winds, and clear. At 

79 -<I five in the afternoon, faw land \V. 
S. W. 12 or 13 leagues. 

80 IE. S. E. Moderate. Clofe in !hore. 



A P PEN b I X. No. H. 

TAB L E 'T. 
Route of the King George and ~een Charlotte fr0111 COf)k's River' 

along the eoan, and froLi, thence Lo the S:::n:i \\ leh Hlands. 

Ii ' d IL 1 I. .. I ~ I t 

T · .atltu e I l.,'jr"""jl" l,I'j"llrlorlsl ---- I: 
nne. , ,,- -1 I \·:·';,·""!"E'" - ,0; Vv"ir:ds, O\'/eat_h_cr_,_Cl:d Rem.Hks. ~' 

1 "'or,1. ,,(n. i al:. :, II 
, I I c; I, ' 
I ' ! I 1 

--1~6-. - ;~~-.. i '-';---I-~---~-I'-~"-~--

N~'1·Ij,(:,o 1411 'SVariaLk,. Light airs. Off lhJre three! 
Noon. )1 IjI 2 miles. 

I S,2;O 081 " ~ S. E. to S. W. Light aas. Mo\vee' 
,,'J ( bore K.orth. r Variable. Strong gales. and cloudy. 
8+ -< The S.W. end of Owlwhee, S. b. \V. 

l Lightning, thunder, arid rain. 
f From \V. S. W. to N. W. Frefh 

2020 75 -< breezes, and fqually. Lightning all 

23'21 

2)21 
I 

I 

10 

12 

30 

33 

28 
I 

21 

L round. 
!W. S. vV. Strong breezes, and fqually., 

80 -< The extremes of :rvIowce from S. 15 

L deg. E. to S. 60 deg. W. 
S Variable. Squally rainy vveather. Wefi: 

74 2 End of Mowee S. 65 deg. W. 

{
E. N. E. Light winds, and cloudy. 

78 Sou~h endn- of Morotoi S. 8 deg. E. 
1- 5 01 6 lea",ues. 
S S. S. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy., 

79 2 The Ea:ft end of Mowee S. 2.5 dcg-. E. 
81. S Variable. ,Light winds, and clear. EaH 

7 2 2 end of Mowee S. E. 5 leagues. 

{

I S. S. W. Moderate and hazy. The 
79 EaR end of Mowee S. 20 deg. E. 8 

or 10 leagues. 

JS. W. Squally, with ligl:tning and 
781-

l 
rain. The S. E. end of Morotoi 
S. ~4 deg. VV. 

{

Variable. Moderate breezes, and fine 
77 weather. 'The bluff head on :Nlo-

rotoi S. W. by. W. 13 or 14 miles. 

,--_-:----'-----------_. 
~ ~ 



A P PEN D IX. No. II. 

TAB LEV. Continued. 

~ Route of the King George and OEeen Charlotte from Cook's R.iver 
along the eoan, and fronl thence to the Sandwich InaneIs-. 

---~------,-------c------'-.----------~--~---,-----___ , 

Time. 
i 

: Latitude 
l\orth. 

.... ·1 
Longitude Varaton I ;? 

V, ell. Eail:. Vlinds, Weather, and Remarks. 

----- ---1-----~- ---~---'------------__ _ 
1136. o 

Nov. 29? 

I ~oon. T 
! 3oi~I 
, I 

, I 
1 

\! 

o , 0 

26 

" I 

S Eaft. Light "inds, and cloudy. The 
79) Eail: end of Vvahoo \V. S. \'1 .. 9 or 

L 10 leagues. 
i T f V~1riable. The We~ end of ~'I01-?toi 

792 S. 45 deg. E. ;'lL five thIs atter-l noon came to anchor at vVaho'J. 

N .B. From: this to the 15th of I:j.,nch, 
~ 787, the mean of the Thermome-
ter '"'I (' '1 ,

'1,', , ,.J ','-- ,--' ill 

I , 
I 
I 

I 



A P PEN D I X. Ko. II. 21 

TAB LEVI. 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Sandwich 

IDands to Prince \Villiam's Sound. 
-----.----------- - - ------~.--------------------, I 

Tinie. L:ltiwdc: 11",'1 .;t Ilk \',n)Jti, r:s 

_____ IV,rtl~J \·\~n. Eai1:, 

M,ar. I 5 ~ ,,- 21 
1'o00n. 

1621, 

I ~i\~+ 
J 

I ~., ='7 
:01= » 
~li2» 

I :: 2r::'9 
':31=9 

i 
::~.I ~ I 

, I-

i 
:: 5133 

I 

-, f i- 4 ~'l)' 
'=7 1.,)6 
2t'i~7 

A pril I i-~o 

I " 

59 1 59 

02 150 
I 81, I 5;) 

: (':1 

I 
1 

171 
?C l 
,) 1 

01, 

4~;1 
37d 5') 5') 

I 

3::'II5-} 5·:. 

-:?,<d 5+ 25 
! 

'J 

1:2 ,,[5351) 
2[1152 3 

041 
I .J I (!,:' 

0':;I5 1 
i 

5:)j ISO 
I 

2 3! I ~:-0~ 

10: , 
! 

o 

I 

..., 
if \Vinds, Weather, and Rem:uks. 
:3 

o ' I 
fE. S. E. Mo,JClte breezes, and plcJ-

:~o~ 1 {c:.nt weather. E;:treI,~cs of Atoui 
,~ fromN.toN·3S deg.\\T. 

77 i S.S.E. Freih breezes, and fine weather. 
I~Southto \\T. N. \V. Frdh gales and 

77;;: ( cloudy, with rain. 
~ Variable. l+~avv ~:'/1.L.s and fqually, 

75 ( with rain. ; L 

70 1 s. S. \IV. Frei11 bn:'ezes, anJ fquJ.lly. 
69 S. W. Mode~ate an:1 c;_cu,~y, with rZlin. 
71t IN. N. E. LIght w.nds, and cloudy. 
6S-+ N. b. \V. Ditto, dHto. 
67-1 N.E. Lightwinds,::m.Jp~caCll't\"'C'ltbC:'r. 
, T.' E. N. E. Stron~) (:~~Ls c;;\d LFL1:ly, o I -:-::;- ) . l ,... { } u 

- \ ",",ttl TO""". 

6 ( f C' t 1, ~. '0 C{j' '-to 
J i "-,ou,,.. ]..1,. '- • 

~ S. b. VJ. Frdh Ln.:czes, L~nd th;d: b:l-
6' . 
J) '7" ,,,c·,t11"1· t ~---' \ \. \ .. L \.... 

S9 II S. ~'. 'N. Ditto, ditto. 
6 1 Dl'-<-:-O r-l~'·1'~11 bl""''/'(S "ll-" J

l 'l-lt1r- \\,C",-llL1 C'l' ..... ( L,...L .1 ........ '--~. ) '-~ -' ~ - -, - ~ L_ • 

6 TiS {' \' -- fO' " .1 :, '- 1 . , J 5"_: I • c. V_'ill::"', (tlll'), dILeu, 
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A P PEN D I X . No. II. 

... . .......... --.-------------~---
TAB LEVI. Continued. 

ROLltT (.f the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Sandwich < 

Iflands to Prince WilliaIn's Sound. 

--- - - ----_. 

I ~87' c' 

\l'ril 7? 
l\uon. ) +7 

s +7 

<' <) ,t<) 

10 50 

I I 5£ 
12 52 
13 54 
14 55 
IS 57 
16 58 

17 58 
18 59 
19 57 
20 58 
21 59 
22 59 
2 3

1

59 

2-+(9 

25 

" , 

··I-~i 0 

2I:q8 391 

I 
38 147 23 

I 20 351+7 
I 

021+7 08 
I 16 2. ~l 17 c, ,. 

~1-6 I +6 00 
, 

02I+7 00 
r146 J~' 19 , /, 

15 1 46 ') (\1 ."-1''--

OC)146 36,19 
I I 

08
1

146 27 
03: 146 50 

4 1 146 14 

43 148 06 1 

03 148 ,p,I, 
O! /149 oe', 
09: 1 47 55

1 , 

I I , 

47 148 ~o: 
I , 

-~"""""'-~-=--~-

;5 I 
~ I 

\\Tinds, Weather, and Rfnl:;.rl:~, 

---
" ' I 

S N. N. E. Moderate and hazy, w'ith hail. 
39 ~ Saw gulls, divc:rs, and ol}c~r birds. 

S N. W. Frdh breezes and cloudy, with 
37 ~ fnow. 

I ~ From S. to N. Frefh breezes and ha-
42

2 ( zy, with rain. 
ISS. S. W. Strong breezes, and thick 

412 ~ weather. 
40+ I' Variable. Thick, foggy weather. 
37 Ditto. Frefh breezes, and fine weather. 
,p Variable. Frefh breezes, with [now. 

34 351- Weft. Freil1. breezes, and fine v'leather. 
33 . W. S. \Y. Ditto, ditto, and cloudy. 

00 S N, N. 'V. Strong gales and fqual1y, 
25 ( with fnow. 
32+ ; N. b. VV. Freih breezes, and fqually. 
36 I '-ariable, Frefh gales, and [now. 
" .1. S From South to Weft. A heavy gale, 
:>52 ( with [now. 
39 I Variable. Frdh breezes, with fnow. 
35 Eaft. Strong gales, with ClOW. 

34 E. N. E, Squally, "\'lith [now. 
35t < Variable. Ditto, ditto. 

6.1. ~ Ditto. Freih breezes, and hazy. Saw 
3 2 ~ the land from N. b. "V. to VI. b. N. 

6 S S. \V. At anchor in Prince \Villiam'~· 
3 ~ Sound from this to the 15th of l'/Iay. 

I 

I N. B. Mean of the Thermometer 54 
degrees. 



A P PEN D I X. No. II. 

~--~~--------------------------------------------------------

, 

TABLE VII. 
Route of the Qgeen Charlotte (after parting COlnpany) fron1 

Prince William's Sound to Port Mulgrave. 

Time. Winds, Weather, and Remarks. Latitude ILongitude Variations 
North. Wen. LIlt. 

::l 
r;:, 
>-< 
;3 

----- --------~--.--------------------
IIS7- 0 

, 
" 

, 
" a , I 

r-Fid1 part vari:lbIe, latter S. W. Light 

May IS, ~ 
59 48 

I winds, and clear. Cape Hinchinbrook 
Noon. 43ti N. 65 deg. W. Great numbers of 

L whales in fight. 

16(9 28145 20 29 38 43 
~ S. S. W. Light winds. Kaye's Iiland 

5 211 45 54 

N. b. E. 50 fathoms water. 
~ Variable. Moderate, :md cloudy. Se-

1758 47 veral whales in fight. 
18 59 091144 08 41 I Eai1: to S. E. Ditto, and hazy. 

19 59 34 1 43 38 41 IE. N. E. Light winds, and hazy. 

20 159 0911 43 34 42 
~ Ditt~. Frdh breezes and cloudy, vvith 

ram. 

2I!S9 21!141 34 43 
! Variable. Frefh breezes, and hazy wea-

ther. 
I 2211 39 SO 42 

~ W. S. W. Light winds. Land from 
22'59 N. N. W. to E. b. N. t N_ 

2) 43 
~ Eafi. Light and variable. W:lrping the 

!hip into the harbour. 

24 42 Eafi. At anchor in Port MulQ"raH'. 
w 

N. B. From this to the 4th of J line, I 
the mean of the Thermometer 46 

degrees. I 
I 



A -p PEN D I X. 'No. II. 

TAB L E VIII. 
Route of the (~ecn Ch~rl'Jtte fron1 Port I'v1ulgrave to 

Norfolk Sound. 
------------------------------~---------------------------

Time. Latitude !Lcngitude: Vari,\c;ol1o;; VVinds, \Veather, and Remarks .. 
~,orth. I Weft. I Eaft. ~ 

u '-" -;-1--" --- r-~-~ 1 

I JS. E. M~dera~e and cloudy. T?e 
North pomt ot Port M ulgravc Nortn, June 4, l 

Noon. j 

5 

659 

75 8 

857 
957 

10 -6 .) 

I I 57 

12 57 

J 31 I 40 

°5: I 41 

591I 41 
09 I+2 

+9 14° 
I 

I 3I -:6 
,) 

°3 135 

I 
i 
I 

I 

401 

06 

25 
12.1 

I I! 

I 
2627 

36 

46 I 8 S deg. W tit OfF fhore five or fix 
l miles. 
(Variable. Light \vinds. L:md from 

t E. N. E. to W. b. N. Off fhore 
4-3 four or fise leagues. Numbers of 

, \vhales rOllnd the il1ip. 
47 S E. N. E. Light winds, and cloudy. 

( Land from North to W. N. VV. 
~ Ea:G: to E. N. E. Freih breezes, and 

.:1-4 ( hazy, with rain. 
42 Eaft to S. E. Light airs, and hazy. 
45 Eait. Moderate and hazy, with rain. 
44 I Vari~tble. Fre~h bre:zes, and hazy. 

I fN. VI. to Weft. Ditto, and cloudy. 
59 45 I At two o'clock this afternoon raw 

l Cape Edgecombe. 
49 \ W. N. W. Moderate and hazy. At 

( anchor in Norfolk Sound. 

N. B. 1vIean of the Thermo;:lcter, 
whili1: in this Sound, 48 deg. 



A P PEN D I X. No. It 
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TAB L E IX. 
Route of the Qgeen Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along eh,: eoafr, 

and thence to the Sandwich Hlands. 
------~---~---~---~-~---------------.------

Time. L Od L °dVOO ...j atltll e ongltu c anatlOl1S ~ \\-Tinds, V\Tcathcr, and Remarks. North. \\'d1. Ealt. ~ 

----
1787. 'I 

, 

June2 3, ~ 
Noon. 56 48 

24 56 35 
25 

26,5 6 

I 
3° 

27 55 52 

28 

29 55 18 

3055 12 

2'54 14 

3
1
54 19 

4154 14 

)53 48 

\ --

'I 
, 

135 35 

135 00 

135 12 

134 30 

134 23 

133 12 

133 23 

-'1---, 1---
0 

-, I 

IN. ""v. Freih breezes, and cloudy we~_
ther; Cape Edgecombe N. I 5 (~L~'! 

5 0 Weft; the neareft f110re three or four, I miles off. At fix o'~lock this after- I, 

L noon came to anchor m Port Banks. r 
~ W _ N. \-\1. Frem breez lOS, and dow.h. f 

49 ~ At anchor. . Ii 

50 Is. s. W. Ditto ,,-eather. At anchor. ~ 

{

Variable. Light 'winds, and foggy at~ 
sot times. The entrance of Port Banks:, 

N. E. difiant five or fix leagues. ~ 
~ W. N. "\-\1. Fret11 breezes, and cloudy, ~ 

49 ~ Hazy Wands N. + E. .: 1 
~ Variable. Squally, and foggy. OfF 

47 2 more four or fi ve miles. ! 
3 ~ Ditto. Fref11. breezes, and thick hazy! 

474 ( "'leather. 
S South to S. W. Light winds. The ap-

50 l pearance of an inlet N. 58 deg. E. 

J
W. to W. S. W. Frefh breezes, and 

cIe:u weather. A deep bay EaH, and 
27 50 l land to the Eafiward in the f~1tne at 15 

or 20 leagues difiance. 
~ Variable. Freih breezes. A number of 

5 I ( canoes alongfide. 
49t I Variable. Light winds. C1o[e in fhore. 

) Ditto. Ditto. Ditto, trading with the \ 
52 ~ Indians. , 

{

N. W. to W. S. W. Light winds, and 
24 '28 501 rain. Difit.,nce off ihore three or four' 

I 
miles. ' 

I 
D • 
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TAB L E IX. Continued. 
Route of the ~een Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coafi, 

and thence to the Sandwich Hlands. 

I 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations 
North. \\ieft. I Eaft. 

J~r~~~' (\5 ~ 34[' ~3-:'-Q---' 
7i53 28

1
1 33 1 9; 

I I 
EIs3 021 

! ) 

I 

9)5~ 54 132 18 i 
I 

10~52 
I 

115 2 

12[52 

13152 

I +15 I 
1515 I 
16152 

I 
175 2 

I 
18

1

51 

19!5 I 

2°5 2 

2 I 51 

2215 2 

235 2 

I 

I 

52:132 20 

0311 31 ~ 6: 

171 
48'131 12 

47 
02 

I I 

57 

01 

.54 
10 

..., 
;r Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 
3 

Q ' I 
I S W. N. W. Moderate breezes, and 

52z( cloudy. The natives alongfide trading. 
5 I -t ! N. W. Freih breezes, and cloudy. 

S N. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
( Some c!noes alongfide. ' 

I ~ N. W. Freih breezes. Off fhore three 
52-

2 or four miles. 
S N. W. Ditto, and hazy. Saw fome 

53 ( whales. OfF ihore IO or 1 I miles. ' 
, ol S W. N. W. F reih breezes. Off ihore 

5 2 ~ two or three miles. 
52+ I W. N. W. Afreihgale, and fquaI1y,' 

S N. W. ~oderate, and hazy. Off ihore 
53 ~ two miles. Several canoes alongfide. 
SOlS W. N., W. Freih breezes, and foggy., 

2 ( Several canoes alongfide. 
54 I W. N. W. Freih gales, and foggy. 
53 IN. W. b. W. Ditto, and ditto. 
54 S Ditto. Frei'h, ?reezes, and foggy. Off 

( ihore two mIles. 
5 I l S N. W. Ditto weather. Off i110re three 

2 ( or four miles. 
56 S N. 'N. Frefh g~les, and foggy. Off 

( ih;)fe three or four leagues. 
51 S N. VV. Frei11 gales, and fqually, Off 

( ihore three leagues. 
53! Ditto. Ditto. A heavy fea. 
5J:~jN. W. Freih breezes, andh:izy, Se

- ( veral canoes alongfide. 
5 I ~ N. W. Iv1o.derate, and h2.zy, Off ihore 

( three or four leagues. 
I 



A P PEN D I X. No. H. 

TAB L E IX. ContinuecL 
Route of the ~een Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the eoafi, 

and thence to the Sandwich Hlands. I 
---~-------.-~ .-~--.--- -.-;---~----------~---.- .-.- .. - ---.. _-- _.-

Latitude Longitude Vari:ttionJ ;J 
North. Weft. Eaft. S Time. Winds, vVcather, and Remarks. 

::: 

----- -----,----,-,--- ---------------'-, ----------
o '0 0 

47 129 50 

2953 00 

Aug. 15'.Z 10 I '.Z9 42 

, Q 't J t.J". W. Moderate, and clear. Several 
52- ~ 

2 ~ canoes alongfide. 
~ W. N. W. Light breezes, and cloudy. 

5 3 ~ Off fhore four or five miles. 
~ VV. N. W. Light breezes, and hazy r 

S5 2 Off !hore three or four miles. 

{

' Variable. Light winds. Saw land to 
581- the Eail:. Several canoes alongfide. 

Off {hore eight or ten miles. 

{

Variable. Light winds. In general we 
I find the current fetting to the South, 

S72 with pieces of wood, grafs, and weeds' 
floating paft. 

Ivariable. IvIoderate. and clear. Saw 
land at four o'clock this afternoon, 
bearing N. N. W. at 19 or 20 leagues 

11..,( diftance, which is the fame la?d teen 
S 2

1

' from the North end of thefe lilands. 
Soundings this day from 14 to 2S fa- . 
thoms, fand and fmall black fiones. l Several canoes alongfide. 

S. W. Light winds, and hazy. Great 
quantities of drift-wood and weeds 

57 < floating paft the !hip. Off fhore three 
or four leagues. Several canoes round 
the fhip. 

SVariable. Light winds. Off fhore 12 or 
54 2 13 miles. 

{

' N. to N. W. Light winds, and hazy. 
531- 00ff {hore two I or three leagues. Cape 

St. James S. :2 w. 
i _______ ~----~--------------~------~----d--------------~---· - Dl 



A P PEN D IX. No. II. 

TAB L E IX. Continued. 

Route of the Qyeen Charlotte frOlTI Norfolk Sound along the Coafi, 
and thence to the Sandwich Ii1ands: 

Time. Latitude 'Longitude I'variations 1,1 ? I 
North. Weft. Eafl:.!:3 

I ~ I 
-"--:-I-o--:-~--' I_-~~ 1-----------------

\~7inds, Weather, and Remarks. 

Aug. 2,? 
Noon. ~ 

rVariablc, with light winds and foggy 
, weather. A heavy {well from the 

57 I Southward. Cape St. James S. S. W. 

J5 1 

415 I 
I 

51 

61+9 
, 

7'+9 

so 

0 9

1

' 29 Ie 

, 

481128 06 

39 

35 

1°147 50

l
I2 9 2'9 

11 14555[130 58 

L three or four leagues. 
f Variable. Light winds, and hny. At 

55) II A. M. the rocks off Cape St. 
~ James W. b. S. four or five miles dift. 

~ ~ South to S. \V. . Moderate, and cloudy. 
, 552 2 Saw land beanng S. 40 deg. E. 

6 r ~W. S. W_ Frefh breezes, with fog. 
5 "22 A heavy {v,-eII from the Weftward. 
56f ! N. N. W. Freih breezes, and foggy. 

~ Variable. Light airs . Woody Point 
57 ( North fix-Ieagues. 

rDitto. Ditto. King George's Sound 
I N. 77 deg. E. diftant 14 or IS miles. 

6 ~ \ Spo~e the fhip Prince of Wales, Capt. 
52') Colmett; and the Doop Prince[s Roy

I aI, Capt. Duncan, from London, be
L longing to our o\vners, all well. 
rs. S. E. Frcih breezes, and cloudy. 

We learned froI~1. the ihip and Doop, 
who had left Kmo- Georrre's Sound 

b b 

the day before, that Capt. Portlock 
60 -< was not there, and that no furs were 

to be met "with; [0 at half paft nine 
A. 1\1. we parted with them, they 
fleerIng for ~een Charlotte's IDands, 

:-. and we home by way of China. 
S7 ! N. W. Freih breezes, and cloudy. 
56 S W. N. W. Ditto, and pleafant wea-

2 ther. 
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TAB L E IX. Continued. 

Route of the Qyeen Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coaft, 

and thence to the Sandwich Iflands. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations 
North. \\ ell. Eaft. \Vinds, Weather, and Remarks. 

-1-7
8
-;-. - -Q--:-I-Q---' -,,---, -0-: 

Aua . 12, ~ I 

I 
~ N. W. Frefh breezes, and fine vveather. 

Ngon. ~ i44 22;13
1 59 59 ( A {well from the \V efiward. 

~ Variable. Moderate, and fine we a-
1 ' 

1343 33 1 3 1 59 

14+3 

15
1
42 

164 1 
[ , 

17 14° 

,+8 
1937 
20 l j6 
~ i l~ ~ 
;;1~3 
23 JI 
24 1,9 

, 

1 

0:2'132 06 
I 

3°13 2 

40r 31 

16 
00:16 

! 

081133 ,6 

5}I33 10 

351 1 36 50
1 

07!I35 49[ 
2bil36 20

1 

09 137 20, 
39138 20 
35 139 27 

25 2 7 37 140 08 9 
2.626 121141 08 

27 2 4 57
1

!41 55 

2824 04143 06 8 

2923 2,1 144 06 6 

302 2. 
31 21 

Sept. I 20 

2. '20 

2.6 145 09 

44i I46 13 

.541147 36 

01 150 03 

64 ( ther. 
62l ~ Ditto. Ditto, and cloudy. A heavy 

I 
:2 ~ {well fro'TI the Weft 

65 I Welt. MoJerate, and cloudy-
16 1 64+ Variable. Light winds, and hazy. 

6 ~ N. E. to North. Fref11 breezes, and 
5 ~ cloudy. 

66 ~ N. W. to North. Ditto, and fine \vea-l 
~ ther. 

69 N. N. E. Moderate, and cloudy. 
67+ Ditto. Ditto, and ditto. 
69 N. E. Frei11 breezes, and cloudy, 
6C)+ N. E. Ditto, a~d ditto. 
68 Ditto. Freth breezes, with rain. 
67+ I E. N. E. Ditto, ditto, and cloudy. 

18 6 8 ~ N. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. A 
( {wdl from the N. E. 

70 IN. E. to E. N. E. Ditto, and ditto. 
S E. N. E. to Eail. Moderate breezes, and I 

7') ( cloudv. 
37 7 I IN. E. t~ Ea11:. Moderate, withrain~ 
06 [ ~ N. E. Moderate breezes, and fine. 

7 I:;. ~ weather, 
73 IN. E. to EClfi. Squally, with rain. 
75+ N. E. 110derate, and fine weather. i 

~ Ditto. Fr'2f11 breezes, and pleafant r! 
75 ( \veather" . . 
74+ IN. N. E. Squally, with rain at times.

j 



A P PEN D I X. No, U. 

TAB L E IX. Continued. 

Route of the Q9CCl1 Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coail:, 
and d-:clce to the Sandwich Iflands. 

I I : ..., 
Time. L:ltitude ,LO·,i:;itu'.lc Ilvari~tions::r Winds, \Veather, and Remarks. 

~orth. \ ',\ ~:L tan. ~ 
, I I _, _____________ _ 

I~S7' I-~---,·-o----i-o----o-; I 
Sept 3 ~I !, _l.~E. b. N. Frefhbreezes, and fine \vea-

T' , 119 55',15 2 °91 75 
1\ 0011. 1 I! 2 ther. 

41 9 561153 43: 76 N. E. Moderate breezes, and cloudy. 
5 '20 04,154 4l 75t Variable. Ditto, and ditto. 

N. B. At five, A. M. faw Owhy
hee. At noon, the Eail: end S. 
t W. 10 or I I leagues. 

TAB LEX. 

Route of the Qseen Charlotte while amongfl: the Sandwich Hlands, 
and from thence to China. 

Time. !''';m', iLoog'"'" IV,,;,,;o",;l W' d W th and Remar1Ks. ____ NO~h'l Ylell:. Eal~ ~ _____ l_n_s_, __ e_a_e_r_, ___ ~ ___ _ 

o ' 0 'Q I 0 I . 
rVanable. Squally, with rain at times. 

8 ! At two P. M. feveral canoes with 
I i hogs and bread-fruit alongfide. Off 

L fhore [even or eight miles. 

Sept. 6, ~ 
N 2.0 oon. 

{

"Eafi. Moderate, and cloudy. Standing 
82 off and on trading with the natives. 

Eaft point of Owhyhee S. 50 deg. E. 

{ Di~tO. Frefh breezes, and clelr. Stand-
80 mg off and on. South point of 

, 0whyhee South two or three miles. 

'7 20 13 



-
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TAB LEX. Continued. 
Route of the Qgeen Charlotte while amongil: the Sandwich Hlands, 

and from thence to China. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations 
North. Welt. Eaft. Winds, VV' eather, and Remarks. 

----. - ---------------------------,------
1787. 0 '., , Q I 0 ' I 

Sept. 9, ~ 20 Noon. 

10 21 

I I 

12 

13,2 I 

j 
14.2 I 

I Si2 1 

16 21 
I 

12 -
I 7' 1 

18 

2

°1
19 

2. I 1[8 
22 If 

I 

30 

21 

3+ 

A ., 
'T ~) 

S2 

55 

55 I59 59 

{

o E. N. E. Firft p:J.rt, freih breezes; lat-
81 ter, light winds. Weft end ofRanai 

N. 10 deg. W. 14 or IS miles. 
(N. E. lVloderate breezes, and cloudy. 

8 I I At I I A. NI. anchored 111 the Ba~y, 121 South fide of W oahoo, in eight fa
L thorns water. 

80 S E. N. E. Strong breezes, and cloudy. 
( Getting in water. 

8 I S Ditto_ Strong breezes. Compleated the 
( water, and employed in getting \vood. 

83 S E. N. E. Frei11 gales, and cloudy. At 
( five A. M. under iiil for Atoui. 

{

N. N. E. Light breezes, and cloudy. 
77t N. W. point of \Voahoo N. 83 deg. 

E. diihnt eight leagues. 

{

' Variabl~. Light breezes. ~ing's ~Iount~ 
81 AtoUI, N. W. b. W. 2 W. eight 01 

nine leagues. 
8 I 1. ~ N. N. E. Light winds, and ,fine wea-

:2 ( ther. Several canoes alongfhie. 

8 I ( E. N. E. Light winds. At anchor in ' 
2-) ~ . 

2 ( \Vymoa Bay, Atom. 
S S S. E. Freh breezeg, and cloudy. The 

3 ( king, with his a~~cmLmts, 0:-: board. 
82 S E. 1'1 E ... F:_~,i:l,~r~,ezes) and cll)Ldy. 

( U nJer fall ;VI .~Lll,l. 

Q 8_1 ~) EaJt. ~reih bree.zes, and clear. A 
I 1 160 30 7 - h l 

- ::!, {well from t :; l:.:aILward. 
2316113 8 00 77 IEdL Squally, ';,.-ithrain. 

'J 1';. E. Freih breezes, and nneplc.:'.f.ll1t,· 
I 3116~ ~~~_~~_:) ~ ,~e~l~l~_r. •• 0; 



,-, , -, A P PEN D I X. No. II. 
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TAB LEX. Continued. 

Route cf the Qseen Charlotte while amongft the Sand'Nich Hlands, 

and fronl thence to China. 

Time. Latitude ILongitude Variations 
North. Weft. Eal1:. 

Winds, Welther, and Remarks. 

S-e-pr-t·i.f--21'-~-) 'I-o---:---I-Q--' -~o-:-I----'---------~-----
J ( S' 6 8_1 SEaR.. Frefh breezes ~ll~J fqually, with 

Noon. ~ IS 2 'II 2 571 7 :2 ( ram. 

oa. 

8 _ ~ Ditto. StroDbO" breezes, and clear wea-
'2, 13 56r64 02

1

, 10 --7 
1 I thcr. 

2 - 13 )1 
26

1

1 3 
27'13 
2slI3 
29 1 3 

3°13 

I I 13 

1 
21 3 

311 3 
I 

4,13 

sir 3 
I 

6
1

1 3 
71J 
Sir 3 

911 3 
I 

1°1

1 3 

22
1 166 14 So SEaR. Frei11 breezes, and pleai~ll1t wea· 

( ther. 
35' 167 48 ~9+ I Ditto. Squally, with.rain.. . 
3716S 20 I 82 N. E. to E. b. S. DittO, wIth dItto. 
41171358 43i SI+j'E .. N.E. A fhonggale, and fqually. 
36,I7 3 28 So I?ltto. A filong gale, with heavy rain. 

43 11 I7 5 28 8 I -f- S E. ~. E .. to ~. S. E. . Freili breezes, 
'" ( wIth lIghtnmg and ram. 

4
0
'[76 20 82 ) E. S. E. to E. b. N. Light winds, and 

I 
( cloudy. A [well from the Northward. 

36\1
7

-/
44 

8 l..)E.N.E. Lightbreezes,andfinewea-
3:2 ( ther. 

4+
1

1 79 32 8 S Dit~o. ~refh breezes and [qualIy, with 
3 ~ }lghtnmg. 

471 181 161 8,,+ I Ea[t. F~cfh br~ezes, and cloudy. 
4711822312 00 84 ~S·~:E~lghtwmds. Lightning in the 

+9, [83 5 I 8 1 ~- \ E. S. E. Squally, with heavy rain. +< 185 O[ 84 Eai1:. Freih breezes, and fine weather. 
2+118 7 371 82 S E. ~. E .. Freih breezes and fqually, 

I I ~ ,nth ram. 

12189 ..., I' : ;)2 ~ Ditto. Ditto and heavy {qualls, with 

1 

J I I ~ ram. 
18

1

,r 90 3611 83 SS. S. E. to E. b. N. Light winds, and 
I (c.loudy. A heavy [well from the S. E. 

11,13 05i192 06112 10 81 SE. b. N. Squally. A {well from the 
i ' I I' (Northv,'ard. 

1 ____ 1 _2.....;1 ,~j _0_8_[ 9+ 22" 8'J II E /1. F.rL b d ~ _________ ~~)~ __ a_ll_.~~r~e~ll~l~,~~ee~z~e~s,~a~n~~n~n~e~\:ve~a~t~h~er~.~ 
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TAB LEX. Continued. 

Route of the Q,geen Charlotte while amongfi: the 'Sandwich Iilands, 
and from thence to China. 

'" . . 
Time. Latitude Longitude V .. I .....:J 

anatlons I ~ Vlinds. Weather, and Remarks. l\'orrh. Well:. Ea/!. 
(1) .., 
? 

--- .. --- -I,S,. D , 
D , 

0 . o ' I 

oa. I 3, ~ {E. b. N. Heavy [qualls, with ralll, 

Noon. 13 04- 196 20 8J:? thunder, and lightning. A f~~ell 
_ from the Eafl:ward. {E. N. E. Squally, with thunder, ligh t-

14 12 51 198 28 811- ning, and rain. A heavy fea from tht:'l 
Eaihvard. 

15 13 °9 200 02 77 I S. E. Squally, with rain. 
16 13 °4 202 02 '82+ Variable. Freih breezes, and cloudy. 

17 13 22 203 47 
80 ~N.~. Frefh breezes and fqually, \\ith 

ram. 
18 13 22 206 04 8 2! 821 Ditto. Strong breezes~ and. lightning. " 
19 13 25 208 10 80 E. N. E. Squally, with raIrt.. I 

1.0 14 01 210 32 7 15 
8 I ~ E. b. N. Ditto, ditto. A heavy fwell 

22 from the N. E. 

21 14 I 1 1 12 16 8 ~ E. N. E. Moderate, and clear. Saw 
3 feveral birds and fiih round the f11ip. 

rEo N~ E. Fref11 breezes. and clear. 
Saw the land bearing N. 80 deg-. \V. 

22 I4 47 214 16 84-1 live or fix leagues. At fix, P. M. (he 
center of Aguigan bore N. 83 deg. E. 
difl:ant five leagues. 

23 15 25 216 27 5 34 83 E. N. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
24 16 10 218 34 83 N. E. b. E. Squally, with rain. 
25 r6 34 220 28 831- Eai1:. Freih breezes, and cloudy. 
2616 57 222 36 84 E. N. E. Ditto, ditto. 

27 117 26 225 19 ~3t N.E. ,Afrefhgale, :vith:ain. j 
2S 18 ::q'1227 44 82"2 I E. S. E. Squally, with ram. 

29 19 02j229 44 I 2S 82 I Ditto. A freih breeze, and fine we'lther. 
8 .L ~ E. N. E. 1'.1odcrate breezes, and fine 

3° 19 19 2 31 27 42 weather. 

31 19 52 23 l 00 84 
, 

~ Bitto. Mo~erate breezes. ~umbers of 
fiili and bIrds rOllnd the fhlp. 

E 
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TAB LEX. Continued. 

Route of the Q9ccn Charlotte while an10ngft the Sandwich IIlands, 

and frurn thence to China. 

I 

lme. North. "'hit. Eafl:. ~ Winds, Weather, and Rem~uks. 
:3 

T' Latitude Longitude Ilvari~ io,,, 

--'7-;;- -o--~l-o--- -0-- ---0 -'-I --------

~~~nI.' ~ 12.0 1 8

1

2. 3 3 I 2. 8 5 ~ E. \~·a~~r. Moderate breezes, and nne 

------

8" ~ Variable. Frefh breezes and fqually, 
2.2.1 02.'2.36 00, ... '} h d l' h' d' 

I I 
WIt 1 t un er, 19 tnmg, an ram. 

3 2.1 06
1
2.37 24 78 ~ N. E. Strong gales. A heavy fwell 

~ from the N. W. 

421 

52 r 352.39 37 

f
Eaft. Frefh breezes, and dark cloudy 

weather. At two, P. M. fawa {mall 
ifland bearing N. 40 deg. W. four or 

80 ~ five leagues; and {oon afterwards ano-

~
I ther ifland to the Northward of the 

firft. At eight, P. M. frood to the 
. Southward, under an ea[y fail. 

I Variable . Squally, rainy weather. At' 
I two, P. M. Caw t\\'o of the Baihee 

79 1 Iflands bearing South 37 deg. E. fix 
L or [even leagues diihnt. 

{

N. E. to North. Strong gales, and 
76 cloudy. A heavy hvell from the 

Northward. rN . ~~. E. Freih gales, and hazy. At 
I eight, A. M. raw the land bC2.ring 

75 -< N. W. difiant four or five 1~~'6'~'" 

I 
Sound~d 25 fathoms, grey and with 
black ipecks. At one, P. ~\'I. [a\\' 1"2-

L veral Chine(e fifhing-l~'oats. 
rN. E. Freth breezes. Got a 'lilot for 

I I Macao, an.d at I: P. M. cal~C to in 
79:::< the roads 111 fix fathoms wattl'; the 

l Peak of Lintin N. 79 deer. E. the cit;, 
of lYIacao \V. t s. b , 

----.--.-_---.r-__ .. __ ~l _~._ ~ ___ -:..1 -~----______ ....:...... __ -.l 



No. II. 3S 

1-- A~ B L E XI. 
Route of the King CJ'eorge and «seen Charlotte frorn China to 

parting Company ofr Java Head. 
------;--------;---~-~------------------. 

I 1 

Time. I L~titude iLo,1gitude VariJ.tions ;1 
I North. \ Weft. Weft. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

----- -------------- -------
Ii S8 . 1 0 ' 0 '0 ' 0' I 

'fVariable. Freih breezes, and fine wea-
Feb. 10, ?: 6 ' there At 10, A. M. the Peak of the 

'\.- ? 1, I 35 5 -< d -l d E d'il: ,~,oon.~, I Gran Lal.roneN.40 ego .1 ant 

I I L fix or [even leag,ues. 
j I 1120 02 246 00 671. S N. E. tlo Ea11::. I'r('[h breezes, and fine' 
I I I 2 2 ,vcat ler. I 1218 541246 05 7 1f IE. S. E. rvloderate brc:::7C's, and clear. ' 

13i18 OII246 01, 721 I S. E. to Eafi. Frcfh breezes, and clear.~ 
14\1 7 43~,1224466 30 74 ,S. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. , 
15 16 .) 12 2 17 75 I E. b. N. Ditto, ditto. t, 
16 [5 33246 04 76 N. E. Moderate breezes, anj dear. i-' 

17 14 ::q'247 10 61. ~ E. N. E. A fine breeze, and pleaiimt r 
I 7 2 ~ weather. I' 

I8i I 3 .01,247 49 77 IN. E. Ditto, ditto. 
I I ~ N. E. b. N. Frefh breezes. and fine 

19'1 I 4 2

1

24 8 3° 77 2 \\cJther. 

{

North to N. E. F refh breezes. Pulo 
20 10 °4,25° 36 78 Sapata S. 67 dcg. W. diibnt lour 

I 
mdes. 

8 I ~' N. E. Frdh breezes, and plc\fcmt WCJ- , 

2 I 44 25 2 42 792: there 
I 

2,2 7 04~25 3 55 79 I Ditto. Moderate, and hazy. 
23 5 3 1125+ 56 ° 22 So Ea11. Ditto and cloudy, \\ith l~ght~ing. 

81 ~ Eail:. to E. N .. E. Moderate, wIth l16ht -',' 
24 4 11255 00 d nl11g an ra1n. 

25 2 

I I 254 3 [ 

\ 

[
E. N. E. to 1':. N. E. Moderate, ditto. 

3r11 Pulo D'Gmar N. 37 deg. E. diitant 
l fOllr leagues. 

{

No N. E. Modcnte br~ezes. L1nd 
82 from S. 38 deg. W. to S. 65 deg. W.' 

dd1:ant fe\en or eight leagues. 

I 
E 2 
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------.-,------~-----------

TAB L E XI. Continued. 

Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from China to 
parting Company off Java Head. 

Time. 

1788 • 

Latitud~ 
South. 

---

Winds, Weather, and Remarks. La . d Iv ., : ~ ngltu e,. anatlons ;s 
Weft. I V;"eJl. ! :3 

o ' l 0 ,I~_,-------------------
Feb. 27- ~ , 0' 
Noon. 

, {' North to N. N. E. Moderate, and 
08254 10 8S cloudy. The Hland Dominis W. b. S. 

1 32.54 32 

March I 

. feven or eight leagues. 

r
' N. N. E. Moderate, with lightning and 

rain. At I I, A. M. departed this 
) life M'r. William Lauder, furgeon. At 

82. 1 noon, the three iflands from S. b. E., -

l' to E. N. E. diftant from the nearefl: 
three or four miles. 

(N. N. E. Moderate, and cloudy. At 
10, A. M. committed the body of our 
late furgeon to the deep. At noon, 
Monopin Hill N. J 0 deg. W - five or 
fix leagues. At one, P. M. raw a dry 
bank of {and and rocks. At half pafl: 
one, the middle of the bank bore
S. E. b. S. -i of a mile difl:ant; depth 
of water eight and nine fathoms; Mo
nopin Hill at the {arne time bearing 

I N. W. b. N. Paired the bank to the 
Eafhvard; and at {even, P. M. an-

_ chored in I I fath0ms, muddy bottom. ' 
( Variable. At five, A M. weighed and 

I 
made fail. Squally, with thunder, 

, lightning, and rain. Mount Permafang 
I E. b. N. A point on the Sumatra !hore 

81 ~ S. b. W. difl:ant three or four miles. 
I At three, P. M. paired a Dutch man 

i of war lying at anchor. At half pafl: 
, five, the Lanfdown Eafl:-Indiaman 

1 I l joined company. At {even, anchored 
----_____________________ ~_il_1~9~~~f~a_t1_10_n_1_s,~m~u_d~dy~b~0~tt~or9m~.-.--~ 
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TAB L E XI. Continued. 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from China to 

parting Company off Java Head. 

Time. Winds, \Veather, and Remarks. Latitude Longitude Variations 
SOllth. ""dl:. Well:. 

--------------------.--------------------
17 88• 

Mar. 2, ~ 
Noon. S 3 

3 3 

4 

S 3 

o o 

08 

Q I I .. 
Variable. Lightning, thunder, and rain. 

I 
79 ~ 

At five, A. M. weighed and made 
fail. At nine anchored, the Hland of 
Lufepara bearing N. 43 deg. E. fixor 
eight miles; firfi point on the Sumatra 
fhore N. W. At half pafi one, P. 1\1. 
weighed and made fail. At half pafi 
five, the Lanfdown got aground, fiood 
more to the Wefiv,:ard, and let go thel' 
anchor in 6~ fathoms water; the 
Hland of Lufepara S. 49 deg. E. five 

I 
or fix miles; firfi point on the Suma
tra fhore N. W. b. N. Hoified out 

1 

the whale-boat, and went on board 
the Lanfdo\vn with feven hands to af

l fifi in getting her off. 
r Variable. Light winds, with thunder, 

lightning, and rain. At three, A. ~v'I. 
got the Lanfdown into deep W,' ,'~r 

8 1 without any damage. At noon, weigh-

from fix to four fathoms. At four, 
P. M. the I:fland Lufepara N. 88 deg. 
E. difiant fix or feven miles. 

r
Variable. Squally, with rain. ~y noon 

increafcd our foundmgs to eIght fa-
8S.( thorns. At three, P. M. anchored in I I I fathoms water; tide fetting E. S. E. 

L one mile per hour. 

{

South. Light bree.zes, wit~ thu~Jer, 
87 lightning, and ram. DLlnll~~ thIS 24 

hours, feveral times under weigh. I 
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-~~-------------------------- ---I- -.. --.~--.-- TAB L E XI. Continued. 

j Route of the King George and ~een Charlotte from China to 
parting C0111pany off Java Head. 

I I 

Latitude Lnno-it1Jde Variations ~ Time. ;> " South. V, eft. Welt ; 
:-' 

Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

---- , I ') J ,88. Q 
, 

1\11ar. 6,1 I 
4 r .... 

Noon. J 
II 

7 , 

8 4- 53 

9 4 57 

10 5 

I I .) 

() 
, ---------,--------------

Q ' I 
rVariable. Moder~te, and cloudy. ~t fc

<)0 l ven, P. r'.'1. weIghed and made fall. At 
, + paft 10, came to in eight ±~thoms. 

{

Variable. Moderate, "vith rain and light-
87 ning. At half paft three, A. M. came 

to iail. At one, P. M. anchored in 
I I fathoms water, muddy bottom. 

j 
Variable. Light airs. At half pait one, 

A. M. failed. At noon; the Sifters 
85t S. 40 deg. W. fix or [even miles. 

l At fix, P. M. came to in 10 fa
thomswater; the Sifiers S. 17 deg. W. 

rVariable. Squally, with rain. At four, 

J 

A. M. finding the ll1ip dragged her 
allch~r, hdv~ it up and made fail. At 
ten, llght wmds. Came to, with the 

8 Jt b~il: bower ~n I I fathoms water j the 
. SIfters bearIng S. 25 deg. W. diitant 

nine miles. At noon, weighed and 
made fail. At fix, P. M. ca me to in 
I I fathoms water j the Siiters bear-

I Ling S. b. E. four or five miles. 
,-Variable. At three, P. M. weighed 
I and made fail. At five, anchored 

82 1 in ten fathoms j the N orthermoit of 
L the Sifters S. 40 deg. E. 
(From S. E. b. S. to S. S. W. Light I breezes, and cloudy. Atfeven, A. M. 
~ weighed and made fail. At 10, A. M. 

I 85 I anchored in 12 fathoms j Northermoil: 

I l of the Sifters S. 50 deg. E. four miles 
.. - _____ ~ __ ~_--.l._~=____~d~iil:~a~n~ce~.~ ________ --
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---------------------------------------------
TAB L E XI. Continued. 

Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from China to 
parting Company off Java Head. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations 
South. Weil. Weil. 

---- -, 
IJ S8• " 0 I 0 I 

Mar. I 2 ~ 
Noon. 5 22, 

1 3 5 35 

14, IS 

16 
, 

24 

, 

I 
! 

--------------~------------------
>-j 

a- \V inds, W either, and Remarks. " 

:3 

0 

8 

8 

S 

8 

, I 
,Variable. Squally, with rain, thunder, 
I and lightning. At five, A. M. weigh-

7 < ed and made fail. At noon, moderate 

l andcloucly. At two, P. M. anchor
ed in I I fathoms water. 

-N. VV. Squally, with rain. At four, 
A. M. weighed and made fail. At I I, 

carne to in five fathoms water. At 

J
' noon, weighed and {lood through be

twixt North Ifland and the Sumatra 
7 fuare, and anchored in nine fathoms 

I, water, muddy bottom; North Wand 
bearing N., E. b. N. di!1:ant three 

I miles; the watering-place S. W. four 
I miles. Found riding here feveral 
I Dutch vefTcls. 
S-N. VV. Light hreezes, and cloudy. At 

5 ('J rn,·llc" V 'oo,.J I'll 0- 'lnd '\'l+'-I':~" ll ... A '-~.!. ,1, c , ~ ... ,'=' ( L L 1_ , _, • 

rl/~l ;'iable :mu cloudy weath-::;-, wIth mu~h 
I l' (" .,., ;" (T At f-- A I\!I ·(Oi I,> ~IJ I J;:.I1 •• \,c.,')' even,. ~ \\~·6,k.j 

Me 
4 I and umc to fail in company with the 
:(11 <[ King George. From this to the 23d 

8 

8 

2 gcain,~ to Cracatoa, 'v here we filled 
L up our water. 
I Variable, with rain. At four, A. M. 

weighed and made fail in company 
with the King Georg". At noon, the 
Peak on Cracatoa co;': N. 1~) deg. 
W. At nine, P. Tv1. anchored in 42 
fathoms, mw.ic~ i bot:o ~,1; Peak on 
Prince's Hland S. 76 d..:g. vV. 
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TAB L E XI. 'Continued~ 

Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from China, to 
parting Company off Java Head. 

- Time. L 'dV" 0-3 Latitude ongltu e :matlOns ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 
South. Weft. Weft. ~ 

---- ---1---- ________________________ _ 
17 88• o ' o , Q 

Mar. 25 ~ 6 
Noon. ~ 33 

27 7 49t54 40 

is 9 0825509 

29 10 17 255 08 

30(1 13 2.54 5-0 

j 

" ' I 
~W. N. VV. to N. W. Frdh breezes. 

At four, A. M. weighed and made 
{ail. At noon, the extr~mes of Prince's 

8 I j Ii1and from W. N. W. to S. 65 deg. 
42~ W, At fix, P. M. came to in 40 fa-

t 
th?ms" mud and fand. Extremes of 

d Prmce s mand from N. N. W. to 
S. W. + "v. 

J 
Variable. - Frefh breezes, and fqually. 

At nine, A. M. weighed and made 
83 fail. At four, P. M. the rocks off 

l Java Head bore N. 85 deg. E. diftance 
off {hore four or five miles. 

8+t! W. N. vV. Frei1\-breezes, and cloudy. 
8 ~ N. ~. vV. to W. N. W. Squally, with 

4 2 ram. 
8J1S N. W. to N. E. Ditto, ditto. Paffed 

2 2 the ~een Indiaman. 
rVariable. Moderate, and cloudy. This. 

81 ~ d~y agreed to part company with the 
I KIng George j the Q~~5:en Indiaman 
L in fight. 
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TAB L E XII. 
Route of the Qgeen Charlotte, after parting Company with the 

King George, to St. Helena. 

Time. Latitude Longi tude Variations ;J 
South. Weft. Weft. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

M~;.8~1 2 -Q-~I~-' ~:-~ ~ Variable. Sq~ally, with r~in; the King 
Noon. S II 3 25 '4-3 52 2 George in fight. 

A '1 8 8 S N. E. to S. E. Light breezes. LoR 
pn 1 112 44 257 4 2 2 fight of the King George. 

~ E. N. E. Frefh breezes and fqually, 
214 0 31259 19 83 . h . WIt ram. . 
3 IS 291261 I I 79 I Eafl: to S'.E. ~rdh breezes, and clear. 
4 I 6 301263 14 79t S. E. DItto. dItto. 
516 5426501 81 IE.N.E. Moderate,.andfi.neweather. 
617 101267 07 80 IE. S. E. Squally. with ram. 
7 1 7 36

1

269 10 79 IS. E. Frefh ~reezes . .(\ fwell from S. E. 
S 17 50271 16 78t E. S. E. DItto. Ditto. 
9 18 14273 04 78 I Eafl: to E. N. E. Moderate, with rain. 

lOIS 2927444 81 E.b.S. Ditto, ditto. 

I I I 
Q I ~ E. S. E. Frefh breezes and fq ually > 

u 5 1
1
276 58 75- h' 2 wit ram. 

121 1 9 0 9
1

2 78 23 76 IS. E. Ditto, ditto, and clear. 
S E. S. E. Freih breezes, and fine wea-

13 19 36279 24 77 2 ther. 
14 19 59281 20 79 IE. S. E. Ditto, Ditto. 

I S E. b. S. Frefh breezes, and fine wea-
15 20 37 28 3 12 792~ ther. 

1620 4 8.284 33 8 S Ditto. Moderate breezes, and fine wea-

I 
1 2 ther. A heavy fwell from the S. \V. 

S South to S. E. Strong breezes, and 
17 21 14

1

286 41 77 2 fqually. 

76 
S S. b. E. Strong breezes, and clear. A 

18

1

2 I 29 28 9 18 ( crofs fea. 

6 6
1 S E. S. E. to E. N. E. Moderate breezes, 

19

1

'21 45 2 91 241 15 7 2( and cloudy. 
S E. N. E. Moderate, and cloudy. A 

20122 08294 04 77 2 heavy {well from the Southward. 

F 
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TAB L E XII. Continued. 
Route of the Qseen Charlotte, after parting Company with the 
\ King George, to St. Helena. 

I' .....l 
Time. ,Latitude' Longitude Variation3 ;{ 

I South. I '>Vetl:. Well:, ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

----1---------------·---- ---------------
Ap~~S~ I ~:, 0 'I u 6 '0 '8°' ~I NNE 

'lI..T !22 2729 20 0.. -<. Frcih breezes, and clear. 
l"oon. , 

2.223 091298 20 76+ ! Variable. Squally, with rain. 
i I {DittO' Freih breezes, and cloudy. At 

23

1

22 5+299 00 73 five. P. M. faw two fail in the S. E. 
II ' quarter, fianding N. E. " 

24'23 273°0 22 72 S Variable. Fre1h breezes, and cloudy. 
I ~ A heavy fwell. 

~ 
S. b. E. to N. E. Frefh breezes, and 25 24 0+302 00 71 

I cloudy. 
2.62+ 443°3 40 72 ! S, E. Ditto, and clear. 
27!26 1 20 7 S Ditto. Frefh breezes, and fine weather. 

I 033
0

4 4 ~ Fifh and birds round the fhip. 
,.,g1

1

27 I 1 7 .L ~ E. S. E. Freih breezes, and fine wea-
... °°1305 54119 30 4-2 ther. 

29:27 I 7+ ~ Eafi. Ditto, ditto. Libo'htning to the : 513°7 2°1 
1 '; S. W. 

3°128 0913 I ° 30;21 00 724;:' Ditto. Frefh breezes, and fqually. 
May 1.::8 5S,:3 I 3 0°

1

' 74 S E. S. E. to N. E. Ditto, ditto, with 
'I , ~ thunder and lightning., 

2i29 17
1
3 I 3 48'24 35 72+ S N. b. W. to W cit. Freih breezes, and 

I i I - ~ clear. 
3128 273 1 + 44 72 ,S. W. to S. S. E. Ditto, with rain. 

I rDitto to, ~itto. Frefh breezes. Great 
4,28 oSJ I 6 44 ~ quantItIes of ?onetta round the ihip, III fe~ceral of whIch our people caught 

10 I - ~sol\l\t'hlthhFook;ndbline. N b f 
_~,.z,) 54'3I:-) IS ~0.L . relll reezes. urn ers 0 

1 / 2 birds and fifh rOllnd the ihip. 
629 26:320 00 69+ ~ South to S', E. F~efh breezes, and 

~ cloudy. FIfh and bIrds round the f11ip. 
70 IE. S. E. to E, N. E. Ditto, ditto, ditto. 73° 113 21 58 
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TAB L E XII. Continued. 
Route of the Qgeen Charlotte, after parting Company with the 

King George, to St. Helena. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations t 
South. We it. Weft. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

------------------ ------------------------
M;~s~8, ~\. 0 

"' '3° Noon. I 

. 

, 

9:) I 
I 

10]2 

1 1 32 

12'33 

13;3+ 

14135 
15

1

36 

16136 

17 35 

18 36 

Q 

5~:323 28 

301 32 4 3 I 

1 

0813 2 5 13 

45'327 06 

261 "29 08 I') 
2233 1 23 

I 
26334 40 

o 

07336 2124 

10336 53 

2433 6 53 

I 
I 

30 336 40 

, Q ' I 

69 ~ S. S. W. Frefh breezes, and fqual1y. 

64 ~ Eafi to N. N. E. Frefh breezes, and 
~ hazy. 
~E. N.E. toS. W. b. S. Squally; with 

7 I ~ lightning and rain. 
69 ~ South to S. S. W. Light winds, and 

~ clear. 
68 Is. s. E. to N. E. Ditto, ditto. 

~ N. E. Frefh breezes. A heavy f,vell 
72 

( from S. \V. 
I ~ N. N. E. Ditto, ditto. At I I, A. M. 

7 1
]. ( paired an empty caik. 

12 7 5t.! N. E. Moderate, and cloudy. 
'"'/0 ~ Variable. A heavy gale, and crors fea. 

( Saw a large fhip flanding to the S. E. 
rVariable. A heavy gale. Found both I pumps choaked with ClOd; got them 

I 

6 I -< up and cleared them; broke up the 
2 21, fore-hold to examine if there was any 

water lodged-found all dry; flowed 
l the teas again, and fecurcd the hold. 
r W .. to S. W. A heavy gale. Obliged 

I to keep one pump on deck, and a 
hand in the well, to keep the other 

60.( clear of fand. Found a leak abaft. 

l Got fevcral things out of the run, and 
have them overboard to lIghten the 
ibip abaft. 

5
8 ~ N. E. to N. W. b. N. A heavy gale, 

~ and crofs fea. , 
I 

F 2 
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TAB L E XII. 

No. II. 

Continued. 
I 
i 
I 
I 

Route of the ~een Charlotte, after parting Company with the l 
I King George, to St. Helena. 

I 

----~-----c__----_,__-__ .___-------------

Latitude LOllsitude Ivari;tions Time. ~outh. \\ eft. t \\ eft. 
\Vinds, Weather, and Remarks. 

------------- --------_._--
Q 

May 2,0, ~ fi 
Noon. ~ 3} 

, 0 

1. I 36 40,337 20!' 

02 36 oJ33s 10 

I 
2335 481 33 8 09 

25 35 32 337 48 

26
1

36 
I 

q l339 00 

I 

2:136 12 ., '"'9 39 (c) 
2ljl37 12 3+0 °3 

i 
16! 29.35 54,)+2 

I I I 

Q , I 0 ' I 
rN. W. to W. b. N. A fref11 gale, and 

60 I, cloudy. Hove four barrels of powder 
-<l' overboard. Saw a large fhip fiandlllg I 

to the Eafiward. 
S Variable. A freih gale, and cloudy, with 

59 ( a crofs fea; the pump fiill on deck. 

{

Variable. A heavy gale, and high fea. 
60 Saw a large fhip fianding to the Eafi-

ward. 
I-No W. to North. A heavy gale. Under 
I reefed courfes and foretopmafi fiay-

58 -< fail. In a heavy fquall fplit the foreI topmafi fiayfail, unbent it, and bent r another. 
I W. N. W. to Wefi. Strong breezes, l< and cloudy. A heavy crois fea. Got 

59z

l 
ground 70 fathoms. At feven, A. M. 
iaw a fhip fianding to the Northward. 

{
w. b. N. to '\T. b. S. Frefh breezes, 

59 and cloudy. At eight, A. M. fpoke 
the Lanfdown Eafi-Indiaman,all well. 

5
( -.!j Variable. Moderate, and clear. A heavy 
Yz ( fwell from the W. S. W. 

56 SN. W. b. N. to N. b. E. Frefh breezes, 
( and fqually at times. 

59 S North to N. W. Frefh breezes, and 
( fqually. 

8l S Variable. Ditto, ditto. A heavy fea 
5 -2 ( from S. W. 

i_~ 
30 34 5°3+5 32 S S. S. W. to S. b. E. A frefh gale, and 

54 ( fqually. 
! 
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TAB L E XII. Continued. 

Route of the Qgeen Charlotte, after parting Company with till:: I' 

King George, to St. Helena.; 

I 
Time Latitude ILOngitllde Variation:, ;] 

• South. \,yeft. Weft. ~ 

-M-a-~S;-'I-~ -Q--~I-Q--~ -0----; 0 '-~I -V-a-ri-ab-I-e-.--,F-re-!1--l-b-re-e-ze-s, and cloudy 

\Vinds, Weather, and Remarks. 

NOOll. 33 44347 5° 59 SanTai'lll 

1 

vv , I, - I 
J 8 6 ~ S. S, E. to E. S. E. Moderate breezes, 

une I 32 0434 II ° 
\ 

and clear. 

6 I 
~ Eaft to S. E. Moderate breezes, an,~ Ii 

~ 

2130 48348 1821 13 ( 

I ~ V 
c~eabrl' GLo~ bhoth Ydumps ddo1wn. S t-

8 6 1 
_I ana e. 19 t W 111 S;, an c ear. a w 

3,29 54-34 27 

I 

2 a feal. 

4 29 181347 39 61 ~ Di:t~~h~l~~fh breezes, and fqually. s(nv

l
' 

528 26 346 36 

627 17:346 24 

7 26 
I 

19 347 27 
I 

81 24 51 35° 04 
I 

9 23 44 35 2 oS 
I 

1022 271354 19 

lli'2o 58:356 40 
12' 19 34'7"8 47 , i ,),) 

1318 23

1 

00 3° 
I 

15: I 7 06- 2 13 

I 
18 58 16:16 3 

171 16 04 4 30 

I 
I 
I 

16 02 

611.. S Vari~ble. Frdh gales and cloudy, with I 

2 ( raIn. 
621.. S Ditto. Fre!11. breezes, with a heavy 

2 ( fwell from the N. Vv. 
62 S S. W. to S. S. E. Light winds, a heavy 

( crofs fea. 
63 S S. S. E. to S. S. W. Strong breezes, and 

~ hazy. 
65-!- I S. E. Fre!1l breezes, and cloudy. 
661.. S S. E. b. S. Ditto, ditto, and hazy. A 

2 ~ following fc3.. 
67 Ditto. Frcfh breezes, and cloudy. 
68 S. E. b. S. A frefh gale, and ditto. 
681' Variable. Fre!h breezes, and cloudy. 

{

So E. A fine breeze, and cloudy. Hav-
68 ing made 360 deg. Weft, and loft one 

day, "\ve call this the 15th . 
7 1 IS. E. b. S. ,Mode:ate, and cloudy. 
7 I 1- , S. S. E. Ditto, ditto. 
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TAB L E XII. Continued. 

ROllte of the ~een Charlotte, after parting Company with the 
King George, to St. Helena. 

-~~~----~--~----------~--~------------------------.-------

Time. II Latitude ILonS;ittldel!vari;ltions

l 

t 
. South. I Vyen. Vi en. ~ 

Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

~-. -I 0 -- 0' -,-0--'- i-South to E. S. E. - Moderate, and fine 

r weather. At half pafl three, A. M. 
-< raw St. Helena bearing N. W. At I I, 

72 I anchored in the road in 19 fathoms. 
JuncI8,~ 

Noon. ~ 
I I Found here the King George, and fe

I veral more fbi ps. 

--_._"._-"--" -------, 
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TABLE XIII. 

Shews the Difference between the Watch, Lunar ObfervatioIls) Zlnd 

Longitude, by Account at Noon on feveral Days during t;lC 

Pa{[age from St. Jago to the Sandwich Iflands. 

N. B. The \\r atch is one of Mr. Arnold's [mall Pocket Tlll1C-kccpc 1 

Time. Watch 
Well:. 

o 
J / 85' 1 

Nov. 18,\' 28 
21 30 
28 1 34 

Dec. 4 37 

'7 86• 

8 42 
13 
22 
25 

4-6 
53 
54 

Jan. I 57 
26 64 

62 30 

Feb. 7 71 
80 IS 

18 
22 

27 
March 6 

82 
81 
82 
81 

IS 
20 
25 

85 
89 
92 

April I I 1 10 
19 I 16 

May 
26 I 17 

4 125 
19 146 
22 IS I 
23 153 
24 154 

\1 Lunar ! A I 
O . ccount 

bfen-anons, Weil: 
'Vetl:. 1 '. 

i I 
1----1----' 

o 'I 0 

i 
03 28 0 9

1 

24 54' 
45 30 35 26 301 

25' 33 10 29 34: 
46 38 21 33 56

1 

35 42 37 38 41 
2 I I'no obferv. 43 43 
40 53 36 51 58 
4 2no obferv. 5 I 35 

----- -----_. -I 
Remarks. 

Having found the \vatch to alter her 
rate of going in different degrees of 
heat and cold before we left St. llg0, 
I made a fmall table of the altera.
tions by which fue was always cal
culated during our pafTage to the 
Sandwich Wand);. 

10 ditto. 54 
29 64 37 63 
I 9/no obeery. 63 10' At the time we left St. ] ago, the watch 

591 loft on mean time Oh. oom, 02". per 30 ditto. 74 
51 ditto. 86 

30 82 501 87 
4 0

1 82 23 85 
431no obeerY'11 87 
31 8 I 38 83 
I6

1

no obferv. 90 
00 89 20 94 
40i 92 04 99 
001 1 °9 201 1 12 
001 I IS 40 1 I 8 
40:no obeerv., 120 

32
1 124. 301127 

44 146 45 147 
40: 151 34 151 
I sino obfery·1 153 
] 6 ditto. 154 

II day. 
01 
39 On our leaving the Falkland Wands, 
26' 111e loft on mean time Oh. 00"'. 0S". 
251 per Jay. 
0 -,: 

~) : 
441 

I 

17 
2+ 
13 
551 
5 81 

32 

39 
33

1 10, 

NIay 24th, at noon, the N. E. point 
o'f Owhyhee bearing N. t W. three 
or four leagues difiant, I found the 
watch to be out in longitude 3~ 
miles. 
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