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Quuexation Ussociation of Montreal.

TO THE PEOPLE OF CANADA

WE now propose to place before you a short
tract, which will enable you to judge for your-
selves of the comparative merits of our system of
Government, and that of our neighbours of the
United States. We shall confine ourselves for the
present to showing the comparative Exeense of
the two systems, and for the purpose of compari-
son will select the populous and wealthy State of
New York, which is usually designated by Ameri-
cans themselves as the Empire State to mark its
prominence in the Unjon for wealth, population
and power. It may be said, indeed, that in doing
this we are conceding to our opponents more than
candour requires of us; but, in reply, we would

state that the extravagance of our system makes
it necessary to select the State of New York for
comparison, as the expenses of any other State!
compared with ours would be so ridiculously
small, as to lead people to suppose that ours
could not be assimilated to theirs. With this
view, therefore, we select the Empire State, con-
taining a population of three millions of souls to|
compare with Canada containing only a million|
and a half. These facts, of relative popula-
tion should be steadily borne in mind, as they are
important in estimating the disadvantages of our
costly and defective system. We have prepared
tables (which will be found annexed), showing the
cost of our Executive, Judicial and Legislative
Departments, compared with the cost of the same
Departments in the State of New York. These
tables have been compiled with great care and
may be“relied upon as correct. The expenses of
our own Departments have been made up from
Parliamentary documents, and those of the State
of New York from the report of the Comptroller
of the State, the Legislative Manual, and the
United States Almanac.

Let us now analyse them and compare the more
important items.

First, there is our. Governor General; he re-
ceives 31,111 P annum. Against him we place
the Governor of the State of New York, who
receives $4,000 P annum.

Our Governor presides over the affairs of a
million and a half of souls; theirs over the af-
fairs of three millions of souls. Ours, by a fiction
of our Constitution, is a cypher, his duties per-
formed by deputies, his office to all appearance a
sinecure ; theirs is a working man and directly
responsible to the people for every Act of Go-
vernment he performs. Without drawing invi-
dious comparisons, it may be safely affirmed that
the two offices require to be filled by men eminent
for talent, industry and character. Governor
Tish, the present Governor of the State of New
York, the people’s choice, is a2 man of acknow-
ledged worth and ability, and his salary is only
$4,000 P annum. Our Governor—of whom we
will only say that he cannot stand higher in the
estimation of the people of Canada, than Gover-
nor Fish does in that of the people of New York
—receives, asalreadystated, $31,111 $ annum for
doing by deputy what Governor Fish does in per-
son. Reader, can there be one good reason set up
for such enormous extravagance—for paying our
Governor about eight times as much as the State
of New York pays to the man of her choice ?

We will next compare the expense of the Go-
vernors’ Secretaries. By our table it will be seen
that the Secretary of the Governor of’ three
millions of people receives $600 P annum, whilst
our Governor General’s Civil Secretary and
Clerks, cost us $7,700 ® annum. Were we here
mercly advocating retrenchment in our expendi-
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ture—which we are not, but advocating also and
ehiefly annexation which would involve retrench-
mrent as a minor, yetimportant reform—we would
affirm the opinion that England, whilst she holds
Canada as a Colony, should defray out of the Im-
perial Exchequer and not out of Colonial funds,
the expense of the Civil Secretary’s Office, and
the Governor General’s salary besides. But we
do not insist upon this reform here because no-
thing short of annexation will satisfy us ; and we
shoald consider it a loss of time to advocate minor
reforms, which the Grear MovEMENT is sure to
carry along with it.

Next, let us compare the expense of our Pro-
vincial Secretary’s Department with that of their
Becretary of State—the two Departments being
similar in their nature and duties.  Our depart-
ment we find costs $19,424 P annum ; theirs
wusts $7,000 P per annum ; whilst at the same
time, be it remembered, our population .is a mil-
%on and a half, and theirs is three millions. In
ether words, ours costs about 12 cents per head,

while theirs costs less than quarter of a cent per
Bead !’

Reader, is the contrast sufficiently marked to
satisfy you that our system is extravagant to a
diegree beyond endurance ?

The next on the list for comparison is our Pre-
sident of the Executive Council. He and his
alerks get $11,388 P annum of our public money ;
& pretty fair share of plunder, we conceive, for
eceapying a post which, so far as we can see, has
mo specific duties attached to it. Against this
officer and his staff we are really at a loss to find
an offset in our neighbour’s system. They can
anly be compared to the fifth wheel of a coach; an
absardity which our neighbours are not likely to
@ommit.

We come now to our Attornies General East
and West and the contingencies of their depart-
menis, and a clerk to boot for Mr, Attorney Ge-
meral East. The whole expense amounts to
B23,600 P annum.  Against this enormous sum
we have no offset in the system of our neighbours.
Their Attornies General are working lawyers
ang their place is found as it should be under the
Eead of “the Judiciary.” Our Attornies Gene-
zal on the other hand are comparative sinecur-
ists—they do not condescend to conduct the law
business of the Province—but merely sit in
Council with mock-monarchical dignity giving
our Governor (at $31,111 a year) advice at the
rate of $11,600 a year. Comment upon this flagi-
tious extravagance is surely unnecessary. But we
zzy be allowed to ask, can we wonder with
sach facts before us at the amount of loyalty
ard attachment to British connexion,*which now
exists where it would not have been looked for
a few years ago—or at the new-born zeal exem-

’
plified in Militia dismissals and the persecution for
opinion’s sake, which distinguishes the Govern-
ment of the day ?

But to proceed with our comparison. Our In-
spector General and his clerks next command our v
attention. The expense of this functionary and
his department is $16,336 a year, against which
we set the expense of the Comptroller, Deputy
Comptroller and Clerks of the State of New
York, which amounts to $10,800 P annum-—the
nearest approach to an equality which we have
yet found, but still showing a balance against
us of upwards of $5,000. Then comes our Re-
ceiver General and his clerks ; against whom we
offset the Treasurer of the State of New York
and clerks. Our department costs $8,088; theirs
$4,000 $ annum—something less than half.

Then we have a department of Public Works
at $8,000 for salaries only ; against which we
place their Canal Commissioners and Clerks at
$9,000 9 annum—the only instance in which de-
partments at all analogous in their nature are
found to exceed oursin cost. But let it be re-
membered that the Works which our Board su-
perintendents afford only about $160,000 ¥ an-
num, whilst the Works superintended by the
Canal Commissioners yield upwards of $2,750,-
000 ¢ annum.

Reader, we will not take up more of your time
in dissecting and comparing our tables. We have
led the way and will leave the rest to yourself.
The Judiciary and Legislative tables will well re-
pay the trouble of an attentive examination. The
first will show you that we pay $18,784 for 23
Judges, whilst they pay only $125,800 for 45
Judges. By their system justice is speedy and
comparatively cheap; by ours it is tardy and
dear. There the Judges are the people’s choice ;
here the Judge is too frequently a ruined politi~
cian, a2 man who has stepped from the Executive
Chamber to the Bench, saddling the country with
his services at #£1,000 a year for life, when the
people were on the eve of dispensing with his ser
vices in every shape. The system, you will see,
is bad, and must in the end lead to corruption and
inefficiency, where talent, industry and integrity
are most required.

The point of retrenchment cannot be dwelt on
too forcibly. T W Inspector General of Accounts
is reported to have stated on a late occasion that
retrenchment to any great extent is impossible.
The admission is a condemnation of our system.
Let us have the elective system of our neigh-
bours, and your public servants will be forced to
cut down their exorbitant salaries. Then we
shall secure economy and efficient servants and
retrenchment will follow as surely as the sun

sets to rise again,
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EXECUTIVE.
CANADA—Porurarion 1,500,000, NEW YORK--Poruration 3,000,000,
Governor General..... veenvesneB 31,111 {GOVErnor wivvereveeranniennns reeenes $ 4,000
Civil Secretary.... $4,444 Lt. Governor, $6 per day, say 1,200
Clgrks, (5)veeierssieniariacivennnnes 3,256 5,200
7,700 | Secretary seveenieeerennaes covenes W 2,500
Provincial Secretary iviveeeneie 4,000 Deputy do... 1,500
Clerks East section, (8)...c....... 6,832 Clerks ... 3,000
“  West « (8 6,412 7,000
17,244 | Comptroller .cuc.uu.s eerseaias 2,500
President of Ex. Council.... 4,000 Deputy ........ 1,500
Clerks, (8)eresrersransaaenne 7,388 Clerks veiverueens crrerrrnee e 6,800
11,388 10,800
Attorney General West and Treasurer .o...ou... [ET T TTS T e, 1’500
CONtINGencies..uvuiirresuinnnss 5,200 Deputy ..... . 1,500
Attorney General East and Clerks ........ IETTTTTee TR TP TSN 1,000
contingencies...ovieeunsiinniiiins 5,200 4,000
Do. East for Clerk......... 1,200 Banking Departments...... 5,900
11,600 | Canal Commissioners ............ 5,100
Inspegt(n General . 4,000 Clerks veenenennn. sesierraiieitritiana, 3,900
Clerks, (13) veeviviecincnnnirnanens 12,036 9,000
Statistical Department [¢9 Y 300 6 Governor’s Secretary vuuvvuiiens 0,600
16,336 —_
Registrar ..oovevenn crireennans . 2,669 $42,500
Clerks, (2).cieriiiereceranieencnaene 1,664
4,333
Receiver General...covieuvanns veee 4,000
Clerks, (5)
8,088
Public Works Commissioner ... 3,000
Sub. do. 3,000
Secretary, (1) ceceeeerverriniennens 2,000
y, (1) 8,000
$115,800 ;

8 Departments with nine heads;
average $4,057, and &7 Clerks
average $1,554.

Should be at New York propor-
tion, $21,250.

Six Departments, with six heads,.
average $1,680, and 32 Clerks,
average $837.

Should be at Canadian propor-
tion $231,600.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

CANADA—Poruration 1,500,000.

NEW YORK—Poputation 3,000,000.

Upper Canada Common Law— Judges of Eight Districts—36
Judges, (6).cuerererennninnnns $ 26,000 Judges coereeriiiiiiiisieinniinen. 90,000
Chancery, (3) cooeerieeerinniannas 13,000 Of New York City and County
39,000 9 Judges.ierriiineiiiiriiieennanns 33.000
Lower Canada Common Law— 123,000
Judges, (10).... cieenen 49.000 Attorney General........... veeeres 2,000
Appeals, (4) .oeinnienieennnn. . 13,000 Clerk vovrereree veveens veernes [ 800
62,000 2,300
Attornies General charged un- —
der Executive..ccocovvereurennans 00,000 $125,800
Allowances to Judges—East 1,700
’ “ West ... 2,400
— 4100
Solicitors General...... 4,800
Pensions to Judges ...cceuverenns 8,884
$118,784
23 Judges, average $4,395 each. 45 Judges, average $2,705 each,
At American propormon should be At €anadian proportion should be
$62,900. $236,568.
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LEGISL

ATURE.

CANADA—PorvLaTION 1,500,000,

Presid’t of Legislative Council, 4,000
Clerks and Contingencies ...... 19,700 03,704

Speaker of Assembly.......cooon. 4,000
Cgerks, $1,700; Contingencies,
$116,340 ..cciiirrennnnnneonss... 118,040

122,040
French Translator and Assistants 1,620
Pensions.uirersriressesseseesssennns 3,648

$150,912
In Canada the allowance to each
member is $4 per day, for as many
days as they sit; and the Speakers
have about $40 per day. N

NEW YORK-—Porurarion 3,000,000.

From the American Almanae, which
gives no particulars ....c.cccenviennnnens 151,702

—_——

Members of both houses receive $3 per
day for 100 days, and after that no-
thing ; Speakers have an additional
allowance of $1 per day voeeevsrresres $151,702

In proportion of Canada, should

be $301,824.

In proportion of New York,
should be $75,851.

MILI

CANADA—Poruration 1,500,0000. i

Adjutant General Eastiuu..cvrenss 2,000 |
¢ Westieoiirennnns 2,000 }

4,000

3,116

2,476

£9,592

Two heads of Departments with
$2,000 each. The contingencies
include the Provincial Aide-de- ’
Camp, a sinecure of $880, held by
Col. Antrobus, who has also a pen-
sion of $1,290.

At proportion of New York,
should be $1,250.

TIA.

NEW Y ORK—PoruraTion 3,000,000.

Adjutant General...cccerieneenn. K

Commissary ....... .
Clerk ivivvnnveennfiennnn, .

One head of Department with
$1,000.

At proportion of Canada, would
be $19,184,

SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS.

CANADA—Poruration 1,500,000,

Superintendent, East........ §2,000
Do., West...... . 2,000

4,000
Contingencies, East.oinvie, 2,400
Do., Westurerunn 2,556

Should be at New York propor-

000
700
800
2,500-
$2,500

NEW YORK—Poruvrstiox 3,000,000..

In the State of New York the
Secretary of State is also the Su-
perintendent of Schools, for that
Office he receives no extra pay,
and the business is transacted by a
Clerk charged under the bead Ex-
ecutive.

Should be at Canadian propor-

ion nil. tion, B17,012.
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ADDRESS OF THE MONTREAL ANNEX-
ATION ASSOCIATION TO THE
PEOPLE OF CANADA.

FeLLow COLONISTS.

When those whom we have the honour
to represent undertook to recommend to you
in the Address to the People of Canada pub-
lished in October last the consideration of
the peaceable separation of this Province
from Great Britain and its annexation to the
United States, they were fully aware of the
responsibility which they assumed and were
therefore anxious toadopt only suchmeasures
as would be perfectly safe for those whose co-
operationthey soughttoenlist. They wererea-
dy to suffer whatever odium might for a time
be cast on the movers in such a project; but
they were resolved to do nothing which could
cause civil commotion or personal calamity.
Prepared to maintain the rightof every people
to choose that government which they believe
most calculated to promote their own happi-
ness and prosperity, they would notask assent
to any proposition, which, followed out, might
bring those who thought with them into
armed conflict with those who differed from
them. Conscious of obeying no other mo-
tives than those springing from patriotism
disinterested and sincere, it was yet not
without some hesitation that they committed
themselves to a course which, although just
and lawful, might divide them from many of
their fellow subjects, and from associations
long endeared tothem. The vast interests at
stake—the welfare of themselves, their fellow
countrymen and their posterity—urged them,
to proceed, and the favourable reception ac-
corded to the expression of their opinion has
shown that they did not make a false estimate
of the circamstances by which they were sur-
rounded, nor of the good sense, justice and
liberality of the people of Great Britain. If
we refer for a moment to the condemnation
passed on the Address by certain public wri-
ters of this Province, (who, we are convin-
ced, do not express the sentiments of the
great body of the people,) we do so in no
spirit of triumph. But it is of impor-
tance for the advancement of the change
we seck, to keep steadily before the public
of Canada, the fact that this condemuation
has not been confirmed by those in wlhose
behalf it was professedly pronounced.
Men in this colony who arrogated the right
of speaking for the government and peopie
of Great Britain, declared that we asked an
impossibility, something to which Great Bri-
tain would never consent—which she would
putdownat all costs, even atthat of bloodshed.
They even urged the infliction of punish-
ment—such as arbitrary power is able to vi-

with as much distinctness as was pos-
sible in reply to an unofficial demand.
We noy know with certainty that for
which we had before only well founded
belief—that the people of Great Biitain
acknowledge the right of the inhabi.
tants of this Province to choose for them-
selves and to establish the government
which they deem best adapted to secure
prosperity and comfort to the greatest num-
ber. We here place a few of these decla-
rations on record, not as our title to rights
which we did not possess before; but as
valuable acknowledgments of their exist-
ence.

From the London Times, Oct, 31.

There was a time when so singular a docu~
ment as this would have exposed it authors to
the penalties of high treason, and the colony in
which it was broached to the calamities of civil
war; when every Englishman would have boiled
with indignation at the presumption which com-
plained of English dominion, and at the temerity
which proposed to carry the presumption of lan-
guage 1nto action. But those days have passed
away. We have been taught wisdom by expe-
rience; and the most valuable as well as the
most costly of our lessons, has been taught by
the barren issue of a precipitate conflict with a
province, which from remonstrance proceeded to
rebellion, and crowned rebellion with indepen-
dence. We should not go to war for the sterile
honour of maintaining a reluctant colony in
galling subjection; we should not purchase an
unwilling obedience by an outlay of treasure or
of blood. If, indeed, with colonial dependence
or independence there were indissolubly bound
up metropolitan prosperity or decay ; if it were
tolerably clear that the preservation of our colonial
empire would ensure the preservation of metro-
politan greatness, and that the latter would
wane with the cxtinetion of the former—then
such suggestions as the Montreal Address con-
tains would find no place in the discussions, no
sympathy in the feelings, of the people in England,
They would one and all identity their own inte-
rests and prosperity with that which their fore-
fathers were content to regard for and by itself,
viz:—the supremacy of English power. But the
difference between them and their forefathers is,
that they will count and ponder ou that more
vulgar balance of profit and loss which was for-
gotten by the generation which hailed the eom-
mencement and lamented the conclusion of the
great American war. Is the retention of Canada
profitable, will its loss be hurtful, to England?
is the question which Englishmen of the present
day will put to themselves, as the converse of
this question is that which Canadians are al-
ready discussing on their side. * * *# * #
Meanwhile—ere this question be solved—let us
congratulate ourselves on the reflection that the
document which we have quoted proves that the
political training which England gives to her
colonists is one which need neither make them
ashamed of her, nor her of them; and that the

sit on the guiltless expression of opinion—
without walting to learn i those in whose
behalf they would persecute were reall

offended. We now stand in a totally different
position, from that which was‘occupied by
the signers of the original address. The
most influential organs of public opinion in
the mother country as well as the under-
stood organs of its government have spoken

future which awaits men thus trained can never
be obscure nor dishonourable.

From the London Times, Nov. 2nd.

We retract nothing that we have said on the
tone, the temper, aud the gravity of the docm-
ment. By whomsoever it was proposed, by
whomsoever concocted, it reflects great credit on
the skill, tact, and adroitness of its authors,



From the London Weekly Despaich.

This movement is a fine and cheering example
which is wonderfully well-timed for the world’s
instruction. Here is no bluster and bravado. No
vituperations are uttered for past wrongs. No
appeal is made to the god of battles. A violent
separation is not proposed ; nor even one which
shall be involuntary on the part of Great Britain.
We are treated like rational beings, by those
who act like rational beings themselves. The
actual tangible loss of the present connexion is
put in evidence, and side by side with it the ac-
tual tangible gain of the proposed measure.
Canada exhibits her day-book and ledger, and
asks Lord John Russell to add up the colunms,
and see the account for himself. Revolution,
separation, independence, annexation, are words
that conjure up the ideas of armed multitudes,
troops in hot pursuit, desperate patriots, dying
for the Queen, and dying for the people, courts-
martial, and shootings, courts civil and hangings,
sea fights and land fights, with a bitterness en-
gendered by the result, whatever it be, that
alienates men’s heurts through many a genera-
tion. All these associations, inevitable in Euro-
pean outbreals, ave superseded by these straight-
forward Canadians. They show how the whole
is settled by logic and arithmetic.  The Duke of
Wellington is not the least needed. A common
accountant, or his clerk, is all the extruneous
ai! the Cabinet requires. Revolution is tamed
end awvilized.  The Peace Congress may be

oy vatulated.
From the Dundee Advertiser.

sn all Vkelihood, Canada will cease to be a
£ itish possession, and that in a very short time.
i"1ere J.us been a tendency to this separation for
.+ considerable time back, and we do not think
* ihie loss of Canada as a Colony is to be re-
«d. On the contrary, we are convinced that

Doth the Colonists and the British will be bene-
fitted. The operation of free trade will relieve

Colonists from the obligation of protective duties,
and they will have no interest in continuing to
submit to the British rule, except in so far as
they require British protection against their
enemies. If Canada be anunexed to the United
States, she requires such protection no longer.
She will be as independent of England as Ame-
riea is, and England will be as independent of
her as she is of America. Canadian produce will
find its way to vur markets as readily as ever,
and our manufactures to the Canadian markets.
We shall simply be saved the trouble and ex-
pense of her Guvernment, and these have been
of no trifling nature. We believe our Colonies
have cost this country an amount of money
which it is impossible to estimate—in wars, in
protective duties, and in expenses of government.
We shall not regret to see more of them follow
the example of Canada, and be at the trouble ard
¢xpense of maintaining themselves. There is no
doubt that the majority of the Canadian popu-
Iation have a right to judge for themselves, and
o choose what Government they please. It is
said that they are under obligutions to us, and
that they are therefore not free so to choose.
e say the sooner we cease from conferring
obligations, the better for us. Hitherto we have
paid dearly enough for maintaining our connec-
tion with this Colony. We shall now maintain
all that is worth preserving—our commercial
intercourse—without being taxed for it.
From the Hlustrated News.

All these arguments are good as regdrds Ca-

wada; and could the statesmen of this countdy
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believe that they were the sentiments of the.
large majority of the Canadian people, there can
be little doubt but that they would agree to an-

nexation, which in such a case would sooner or
later be accomplished in spite of them. Sooner
or later, the independence of Canada is sure to
be accomplished—as surely as the infants born
yesterday shall grow into men; unless, indeed,

we shall decree all our colonies to be integral
parts of the kingdom of Great Britain, end allow
them to send members to Parliament, by the

same right and for the same reason that we ae-

cord the franchise to London or to Manchester,

to Middlesex or to Lancashire. It is possible

that by such a course of proceeding we might

preserve some of our larger colanies fora time;

but, even with such a participation in British power,

we doubt whether we could retain Canada for

twogenerations, or thegreatcontinentof Australia

for three. Their indepeudence is a question of

time; and it will be well for us at home if we

have sufficient wisdom to know when the time

has come, and sufficient virtue to reconcile

ourselves peaceably to tbat which is inevitable.

To be deprived of Canada by force and the con-

nivance of the United States, would be humilia-

tion indeed ; but to yield it up of our own free-

will, would be but a small sacrifice. We question,

indeed, whether it would not be a gain,

We seize the first opportunity to observe,
that the magnanimous proamptitude of the
the areater portion of the British Public to
admit our nghts and to appreciate the feel-
ings and respect the mctives which actu-
ated the framers of the original Address,
calls for the grateful acknowledgments of
the People of Canada.

The response of the people of the United
States to the Address has not been less satis-
factory than that from Great Britain. Not
only has the press generally declared in
favour of receiving Canada into the Union,
if she seek that admission in a legitimate
and peaceable manner; but one of the States
lying imnediately on our own border, in the
proceedings of its Legislature has pointedly
alluded to the fact that the admission of Ca-
nadawas contemplated by the original articles
of confederation, and has by the following
Resolutions declared its desire to see that
Union effected :

PROCEEDINGS OF THE VERMONT LE-
GISLATURE, 1849,

No. 29.—RESOLUTIONS RELATING TO THE AN.
NEXATION OF Caxapa 10 THE UNITED STATES.
WHEREs, by the original articles of the coufe-
ration adopted by the States of this Union, it
was provided that ¢ Canada, acceding to this
confederation and joining in the measures of
these United States, shall be admitted into and
" entitled to all the advantages of this Union :"”
Axp WHEREAS, recent occurrences in the said
Province of Canada indicate a strong and
growing desire on the part of the people thereof
to avail themselves of the advantages of the
foregoing offer, and to apply for admission
among the sovereign States of this Union ;
THEREFORE, Resolved by the Senute and House
of Representatives, That, believing the admission
of Canada into this Union to be a measure inti-
mately connected with the permanent prosperity
and glory of both countries, the government of
the State of Vermont is earnestly desirous to see
such reunion effected, witbout a violation, on the
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part of the United States, of the amicable rela-
tions existing with the British Government, or of
the law of nations.

Resolved, The peaceful annexation of Canada
to the United States, with the consent of the Bri-
tish Government and of the people of Canada,
and upon just and honorable terms, is an object
in the highest degree desirable to the people of
the United States. It would open a wide and
fertile field to the enterprise and the industry of
the American people; it would extend the boun-
daries and increase the power of our country ; it
would enlist & brave, industrious and intelligenst
people under the flag of our nation; it would
spread wide the liberal principles of republican
government, and promote the preponderance of
free institutions in this Union. We therefore
trust that our national guvernment, in the spirit
of peace and of courtesy to both the British Go-
vernment and the people of Canada, will adupt
all proper and honorable means to secure the
annexation of Canada to the United States.

We were always persuaded that the
People of Great Britain would consent to
allow the separation which we desired,—
without which consent we would consider it
neither practicable nor desirable—provided
that separation were demanded by the ma-
jority of the People of Canada ; but we know
that many of our fellow Colonists thought
otherwise, and were therefore waiting for
the judgment of the People of Great Britain
before committing themselves to our move-
ment. We can now confidently call on such
persons to dismiss all considerations of that
nature, and to apply themselves only to the
comparison of our present position, with that
which we must expect to occupy as a sover-
eign State of the North American Union. If
the change be beneficial, nothing prevents
its accomplishment. You HAVE oNLY TO WILL
1T. Motives for the chanze were set folth
in considerable detail in the original Ad-
dress to the People of Canada. Nothing
has since occurred to make that statement
less true. After all the vain attempts to
show that a'few expressions were exag-
gerated, or to disprove some isolated asser-
tions, that representation of our condition
remains unshaken. The belief in the more
rapid progress of the United States than
of Canada, does not, indeed, depend upon
the eyidences of any body of men who may
address you to-day. The contrast is matter
of daily, and to us of mortifying, observa-
tion. It has been related and deplored
by every British traveller who has compar-
ed the two borders. All well informed
men, even in England, have repeatedly
heard it, and read of it. Itis past all honest
doubt or denial. We here adduce the evi-
dence, of some witnesses—of men uninflu-
enced by prejudice except what is in favour
of British Rule.

From the London Daily News.

To all who are acquainted with Canada, or
have read the publications respecting it which
have appeared for a series of years back, this
(the Manifesto) is quite intelligible. The con-
trast between the United States side of the boun-
dry line and the Canadian has been the subject
of frequent remark. A cool and dispassionate

man of business, who visited Canada about a
month ago, expresses himself, on this subject, in
a letter that now lies before us, as follows :

“I had often read of the contrast presented
between the American and Canadian shores [of
the St. Lawrence], but I could not have compre-
hended it in all its fulness unless I had witnessed
it with my own eyes. On the one side all is life,
activity, and prosperity ; on the other it is like
the stillness of death. Montreal is a very fine
city, more like a European town than anything
I have yet seen on the American Continent ; but
there the universal complaint is, that their trade
is gone. The mercantile classes seemed to me to
be unanimous in favour of annexation ; and one
cannot wonder at it, when you find a merely no-
minal line separating them from the prosperity
of their neighbours.”

(From Lord Durham’s Report.)

Under such circumstances, there is little
stimulus to industry or enterprize, and their
effect is aggravated by the striking contrast
presented by such of the United States as bor-
der upon this Province, where all is activity
and progress. * * * % * T allude to the
striking contrast which is presented by the Ame-
rican and British sides of the frontier line, in
respect of every sign of productive industry, in-
creasing wealth, and progressive civilization.
By describing one side and reversing the picture
the other would also be deseribed. On the Ame-
rican side all is activity and bustle. * * * *
On the British side of the line, with the exception
of a few favoured spots, where some approach to
American prosperity is apparent, all seems waste
and desolate, * * * * * Throughout the
course of these pages, I bave constantly had oc-
casion to refer to this contrast. I have not he-
sitated to do so, though no man’s just pride in
his country, and firm attachment to its institu-
tions, can be more deeply shocked by the mor-
tifying admission of inferiority, * * * * *
The contrast which I have described is the theme
of every traveller who visits these countries, and
who observes on one side of the line the abun-
dance, and on the other the secarcity of every sign
of material prosperity, which thriving agriculture
and flourishing cities indicate, and of that civili-
zation which schools and churches testify even to
the outward senses.

From Dr. Dixon’s Tour in America.

I found the country full of complaints and dis-
satisfaction from one end to the other. The
people everywhere, and of all shades of politics,
spoke the same language. Their fortunes were
wrecked, their commerce destroyed ; their agri-
culture, the sinews of the colony, enfeebled,
roined. * * * * *

On the enactment of Lord Stanley’s bill res-
pecting the admission of Canada flour into this
country, a vast outlay in building mills tnok place
which mills had just begun to work profitably ;
but the new policy effectually crushed this trade.
I myself saw one of these mills, belonging to one
of our friends,—-a new building of great size, and
which must have cost many thousand pounds in
its erection,~—standing still. This I understood
was generally the case. * * * * * Tpn the
present state of things, cast off by the mother
country, and left to their own resources, with the
United States just by their side, possessing vast
political power and influence ; a growing credit,
and monetary resources ; a prodigious mercantile
and commercial navy; an active, industrious
and virtuous people ; a government capable, in
all respects, and equally disposed, to foster, pro-
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tect, and strengthen all its possessions ;—we say,
with all these things staring them in the face, the
policy of this country has made it the plain,
palpable interest of the Canadians to seek for
annexation, This is as clear as any problem in
Euclid.

From a letter by the Great Apostle of Temperance,
Father Chiniguy, addressed to the Mélanges
Religieur of October 19th, 1849, on his return
Jrom the United States.

I do not exaggerate when I say that there are
not less than 200,000 Canadiuns in the United
State, and unless efiicacious means are taken to
stop this frightful emigration before ten years,
two hundred thousand more of our eompatriots,
will have carried to the American Union their
arms, their intelligence and their hearts. It is
no part of my present plan to examine the
causes of this deplorable emigration ; but it must
be always true, that when a people en masse quits
ils country, it is because that unforiunate country
is struck with some hideous plague—is devoured
by some cancer. * * * * God has
placed in the heart of man love for his country,
and when a man turns his back upon his country,
and with the eye moistened by tears bids it an
eternal adien, it is because something essential has
been wanting to him in that country. It is be-
cause he has wanted bread, room, or just Liberty.
1 leave others to say which of the three has been
deficient in Canada. All that I can assure you
of is, that in the United States these three essen-
tial elements of the life of nations are found in

“nndance,

-or is the deeline in prosperity caused by

« reversal of the protective policy of the
mother country, by any means less evident
than when the former address was issued.
We need go into no proofs of this allegation ;
they have been recently proclaimed by
those who are opposed to the course we
desire to adopt.

Under these circumstances ; encouraged
by Great Britain aud the United States to
act with freedom, in the exercise of an
enlightened judgement, do you see any other
probable means of escape from a position
of acknowledged inferiority than that which
has been set before you by the advocates
of annexation? Those who have protested
against the Adiress to the People of Cana-
da, have declared their belief that the
evils of which we complain, and which
they recognize, might be remaved by
judicions legislation. They are now told
that Great Britain can do nothing to restore
our past advantages.

. Thus says the London Times on this sub-
Ject:

“It must be admitted that the latter have
grievances, though not all equally oppressive nor
all of the same origin. They have been planted
and thriven nuder protective laws. Those laws
are now abrogated ; and abrogated—as the
People of Canada have the sense to see—withouta
chance of re-enactwent. So far they suffer, in
common with all our colonies, the effscts of a
bad and obsolete colonial system. The change,
however, is made. The colonists know that
what has been done will not be undone, and that
the grain crops of Western Canada must com-
pete in the markets of England with the grain
crops of the United States, of Poland, and of

)

the whole world. They are suffering from the
revulsion.” .

In this particular, as in every other, the
views of those who addressed you in favour
of annexation have been fully confirmed.

Is there any brighter hope from another
quarter? Our opponents maintain that pre-
sent causes of complaint would be removed
by the attainment of reciprocal free trade
with the United States. Itis perhaps too soon
to affirm as a positive fact that this advantage
cannot be obtained ; but it is quite clear
that those who lately vaunted most Joudly the
benefits to accrue from it, now despair of
securing it. They have already begun to
depreciate it as something of very inferior
utility.

For the social and political disadvantages
under which we labowr no adequate remedy
other than that which we advocate, has ever
been proposed. The most able British
writers—those best acquainted with the
Colony, acknowledge, and at the same time
deplore them as inseparable from the Colo-
nial condition, and inevitable while that con-
dition continues.

Our country is of no account in the con-
gress of nations, as individuals we are prac-
tically excluded from the honours of the
Empire, while men, who have no permanent
interest in our welfare acquire riches, and
obtain honours on our soil. We have no
common objects of national pride and so-
licitude ; but as citizens of the United States,
we should attain a nationality worthy of
our highest aspirations.

These sentiments have been so well ex-
pressed in a late work, ¢ The Colonies of
England,” by J. A. Roebuck, Esq., M. P.,
that we here transeribe his language:

“The career that lies between two men, one of
whom has been born and lives upon the Southern
shore of the 8t. Lawrence, and the other on the
North of that river is a sriking example of the
observation here made. "The one is a citizen of
the United States, the other a subject of England,
a Canadian Colonist. The one has a country
which he can call his own; a great country al-
ready distinguished in arms, in arts and in some
degree in literature. In his country’s honor and
fame the American hus a share, and he enters
upon his career of life with lofty aspirations,
hoping to achieve fame for himself in some of the
many paths to renown which his country affords.
She kas a Senate, an army, a navy, a bar, many
powerful and wealthy churches; her men of
science, her physicians, philosophers are all a na-
tional brotherhood, giving and receiving distine-
tion. How galling to the poor Colonist is the
contrast to this, which his inglorious career af-
fords ! He has no country—the place where he
wag borp, and where he has to linger out his
life, unknown to fame, has no history— no past
glory, no present renown. What there is of
note is England’s. Canada is not a Nation ; she
is—a Colony—a tiny sphere, ghe satellite of a
mighty star in whose brightness she is lost.
Canada has no navy, no army—no literature—no
brotherhood of science. If then a Capadian
looks for honour in any of these various fields he
,must seck it as an Englishman ; he must forget
and desert his country before he can be known
to fame,”
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If all these substantial arguments in
favour of annexation remain unchanged, or
have been strengthened by lapse of time,
you will certainly not be deterred from pur-
suing the course indicated as desirable, by
.the arbitrary commands. of those, who as-
sume to be your masters. Those who ad-
dressed you were known to be beyond sus-
picion of seeking personal emolument from
the public funds. They employed no force
but that of reason—they repudiated every

means but that, most lawful—the assent of |

every constituted authority in the state.
They desired tofortify, and where necessary,
to create a public opinion in favour of their
views, which should be manifested not on
paper merely, but in that authoritative way
which the constitution has contemplated, in
giving to the people the right of electing their
legislators. They therefore did not endea-
vour to obtain all the names which might
have been procured to the document they
put forth, They were satisfied, when they
had enrolled sufficient adherents without
solicitation to show that they were not a few
deluded men, acting without warrant of wide
spread public thought. How have they
been replied to? Their oppotients have sent
agents through the most popalous counties
immediately adjoining the city unexpectedly
favored by the removal of the seat of govern-
ment. As well there, as in this city, they
have employed against us every iniluence
derived from official patronage, and yet how
trifling has been their success !

In the absence of argument, persecution
has beenresorted to by an Executive, aflect-
ing to owe its existence to the Popular
Will, against such as'dared assert the right,
not of British subjects merely, but of intel-
lectual beings,—the right of thought and of
free discussion.

Fellow Colonists, will you submit to have
your free political action suppressed by such
means ?  Ave your servants to dictate to you
the subjects which may engage your atten-
tion and prohibit all others under pain of
their interference and censure? We trust
not. We feel assured that you will be the
more inclined to, support those who have
been opposed by means which we will
not characterise otherwise than as oppres-
sive. We now call on such of you as are
favourable to our views to exert yourselves
in order that the great object before us may
be speedily attained. Allagree in believing
that annexation is inevitable ; 2 mere ques-
tion of time. It is our conviction that there
can be no settled policy—no established

public credit—no cessation of political strife |

—no prosperity—until we reach the state to
which we are destined. Let us then unite
to secure it asearly as possible.

JOHN REDPATH,
President.
R. MACKAY,
A. H. DORION,
Secretaries.

Montreal, 15th Dec., 1849.

** The Annexation Association of Mon-

treal begs to thank such portions of the press
as have lent them assistance for the able
aid they have afforded. The Association,
while it recognizes no exnosition of its views,
except those which shall be signed by its
officers, feels a deep dent of gratitude to
these who have generopsly stood up for truth
and the people, against the obloquy which
have been cast on both.

The above Address was intended by the An-
nexation Association to exhibit the feeling of the
PEOPLE of Great Britain, as far as it could be
judged of, by the publications of the influential
press of that country. Since the Address was
published, the Imperial Government, by a Des-
patch to Lord Elgin, have declared themselves
to be determined to oppose the movement which
the Association desires to promote. Of course
the ultimate decision will depend, not upon the
present, nor indeed on any future opinion of Lord
Grey or his colleagues, but upon that of the rEc-
pLE of Great Britain. In the meantime the
Association deem it right to set Lord Grey’s
Despateh before their fellow countrymen, to-
gether with their protest against it.

To tue ProrrLe or Cavana—

The Anncxation Association of Montreal feel
it incumbent on them to address you in reference
to the following despatch from Earl Grey, pur-
porting tu contain the views of Iier DMost Gra-
cious Majesty on the question of the peaceable
separation of Canada from Great Britain and its
Annexation to the United States :—

Downivg SrrEET, January 9, 1850,

My Lorp,—I have to acknowledge your des-
patch of the dates and numbers quotcd in the
margin No. 114, 19th November, 1849: 127,
3rd December, 18149 : 129, 3rd December, 1849 :
134, 4th December, 1849. I have laid these des-
patches before Her Majesty, and also the address
of the Warden and Councillors of the Municipal
Council of the Gore District—the Lieutenant
Colonel and Officers of the Regiment of Dorches-
ter—of the Officers of the 4th Battalion of the
Regiment of Yamaska, and of the Inhabitants of
the Parish of St. Anne de la Pocatiére, and of
the Officers of Militia and Lieutenant Colonel
commanding Battalion of the Regiment of Que-
bec, inclosed in the two first of these despatches
which her Majesty has been pleased to veceive
very graciously, and it has afforded Her Majes-
ty great satisfaction to receive these expressions
of that loyalty and attachment to the British
Crown, which she trusts is generally felt
by her Canadian subjects. With regard to the
address to the people of Canada in favor of se-
vering the Province from the British dominions
for the purpose of annexing it to the United
States, which forms the subject of the 3rd of
these despatches I have to inform you, that
Her Majesty, approves of your having dismissed
from Her service those who have signed the
document, which is scarcely short of treasonable
in its character. Her Majesty confidently relies
on the loyalty of the great majority of her Ca-
nadian subjects, and she is therefore determined
to exert all the authority, which belongs to her,
for the purpose of maintaining the connection of
Canada with this country; being persuaded that
the permanence of the connection is highly ad-
vantageous to both. Your Lordship will there-
fore understand that you are commanded by Her
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Majesty to resist to the utmost of your power
any attempt which may be made, to bring about
the separation of Canada, from the British do-
minjons, ahd to mark in the strongest manner
Her Majesty’s displeasure with all those who
may directly or indirectly encourage such a de-
sign. If any attempt of this kind should take
such a form that those who are guilty of it may,
according to such advice as you may receive
from your law advisers, be made responsible for
their conduct in a Court of Justice, you will not
fail to take the necessary measures for bringing
them to account. .
I am, my Lord,
Your most obedt., Servt.,
GREY.

The Right Hon. EsrL or Evciv.

The Association have carefully reconsidered
their two addresses, and they do not find in them
the language of menace or sedition; but a calm
dispassionate statement of social evils under
which Canada suffers, and a remedy, by con-
stitutional means, suggested for considerdtion.
It is to the People of Canada that these state-
ments have been made, and it is for you to
decide whether the remedy proposed, is one that
is advantageous or worthy,of being referred to
the Dritish Nation for their assent. It is impos-
sible for this Association to regard the expression
of Earl Grey’s opinions as conveying the decision
as the British Nation. Even should the British
Parliament support his Lordship, we conceive
that their action will be premature until the ques-

‘~n hasbeen constitutionally brought before them,

. approved by a majority of the representatives
ot the Canadian People, The Association deny
the right of the Colonial Secretary to offer, by an-
ticipation, the decision of the British Government,
on a question that is not constitutionally before
them; and they further desire to point out the
danger that may hereafter arise, if the principle
be once admitted that the Queen’s name and
authority can be introduced to suppress the law-
ful discussion of any political question in the
Colony. The British people have a proper
and constitutional opportunity of expressing
their assent or dissent to any colonial measures,
and it is a subject of painful surprise to this As-
sociation, that Earl Grey should have encroached
on the rights of her Majesty’s Canadian subjects,
in venturing to decide that any question was unfit
to be brought by them before their representa-
tives. The Association are necessarily ignorant
of the terms in which the Governor General
brought their address under the notice of the
Colonial Secretary, and how far those terms jus-
tify his Lordship in giving a character to their
proceedings which they have distinctly denied
from the outset. The Association now reiterate
that they seek the attainment of their object only
with the free and willing consent of Great Bri-
tain, that they never willurge the subject by other
than calm appeals to the reason and intelligence
of their fellow subjects,—first in Canada, after-
wards in England,—and that they haveno sympa-
thy with any who hold other sentiments than
these.

While re-asserting the position the Associa-

tion have assumed, they feel that the language of .

the Colonial Secretary requires from them the
discharge of a farther and a higher duty, in de-
nying all right, on his pert to punish men for the
assertion of opinion.

The free discussion of all subjects is a right in-
herent in every man under a free form of govern-
ment, and the power to advocate, by constitu-
tional means and moderate counsels, changes of
any description, is the great safeguard against
violence and rebellion. The moment an attempt
is made to coerce the free expression of public
opinion, the most sacred right of the people is
attacked, and the ground-work laid for any and
every stretch of despotic power. The associa-
tion ask their fellow citizens whether, in all they
have suggested or done, they have not most care-
fully avoided advocating aught that could in the
slightest degree infringe the laws or warrant the
interference of Executive Authority. And feel-
ing that their course has been temperate and
legal, they deny the right of Earl Grey to use
towards them the language of his despatch, or to
interfere in their discussion of any subject affect-
ing the interests ‘of Canada. The Association,
therefore, entreat their fellow subjects, not to al-
low any feeling of hostility to the policy of those
who now address them, to blind them to the con-
sequences of admitting the position assumed by
Lord Grey ; but to look only at the great prin-
ciple involved.

Let the People of Canada, to whom this As-
sociation addressed themselves, decide, whether
the course of Earl Grey is in accordance with
the constitution granted to them, and whether
his approval ought to affect the legal discussion
of any subject intended to be brought before the
Legislature of this Country.

Let them say whether Rasponsible Covern-
ment is only a name, or is intended to assure that
freedom of opinlon, dear to every British subject.
To you, then, the people of Canada, we appeal;
and we ask whether we shall be compelled to
brood in silence over the evils the country labors
under, or whether e have the right temperately
to discuss those evils and their cure, free from the
threat of punishment, and independent alike of
the interference and control of any others than
those who arc constitutionally responsible to you.
In conclusion, the Association would remark, that
the subject of discussion has been obscured by
the mode adopted for checking the expression of
public opinion, and this Association in the broad
assertion of an undeniable right, maintain that
they will not be diverted from the legal and con-
stitutional course which they have adopted, in
full reliance that whenever the question is brought
before Great Britain, by our responsible minis-
ters, their application will be treated with that
respect and consideration which its magnitude and
importance demand. In the deliberate adoption
of this course, the association coneeive that they
are defending one of the greatest bulwarks of this
country’s liberties, and they clain the support of
all true friends of Canada, whatever be their
,views of the policy the association seek to pro-
‘mote. :
JOHN REDPATH, President.
R.MACEKAY,
A. A, DORION,

} Secretaries
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