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Address of the iionol'a:ble Frands Hincks to the 
Reformers of Frontenac. 

GENTLE:-'IE~, 

r n nddresging you publicly on the present occasion my first duty is to 
expla;n the circumstances which have rendered it necessary Ihrrt I shoeld do 
so. About ten days ago I was requested b)· some gl?ntlemen. freeholders of 
thE' County, to attend a meeting of Reformer'. at the village of Sydenham, on 
\Vcdnp~day tbc ilh ins!.. the object of Wilich was to appoint a cammiltce to se­
lpct a Crrndldate to oppose 1\1 r. Sill ith at the next gener::tl Election. I I was stated 
that I conld rendp,r service to the cause, by e:;plaining the measures and the poli­
cy of the late Ministry. I cheedully acceded to the requcst. on the distinct un· 
derstandi::g thnt it wns to be a party mre! ing of Oil r own frends. I hnve long since 
netcrmilled to nvoin public meetings open to both pGlitical pa.rties, nor that I fear 
discussion. but because I know by snd experience. thnt our opponents have no 
arguments but those of' the bludgeon and bowie-k nire. And I 1V0uid mo~t enrnest­
ly recommend you gentlemen. nnd our brother Reformers cvery where, to avoid 
public meeting on all occasions. nnd to let il be di,tinctly understood thnt the 
meeting, of our opponents nre mere pnrty demonstratlOns. Ey keeping away 
from them n Itogeth~r you will df'stroy the "ff.·ct th:'!t they ~1.fe intended to produce. 
1 could not have believed it possible, hnd I not been presellt. that any gentlemnn 
would have ncted with such tot:i\ disrf'gud to delicncy rrnd propriety as your 
representntive Mr. Smith. A rumOllr haVing been circulated tha! the Omngf'­
men from Kingston in:r>nckd going out to Oil]' mecting, J called on Mr. Smith 
to remollstratl' with him on ,hc subject, bllt I fOIJnd him determined to attend. 
Mr. Thibodo then nddre"scc: a letler both to Mr. Gownn, Grand Master of the 
Orangemcn. nnd to ~lr. Smith. wnrning them that the meeting wa' not "pen 
to the publie. but only to the supporters of the late l\linistry-:'II r. Thlbodo also 
iook the neeess::try stpr~ to bring the meeting under the protection of the IntC' 
Act of' Parliament. 7 Vic. Cnp. B, which c~rrcssly recognizos the right of 
.. pnrticulnr elnsses or the inhnbilanls" to hold meetings. The legal notice 
WIUI issued by tlV,) Mngistr:1:c', who d8 0 cribcd the meeting flS .. a Public 
Meeting of lh8 supporters of the Inte Prnvinci:d Administr:Jlion"-nolwith­
~t9nding nil this, 1 found on going out (0 Svdenhom that the penceflble inhabi­
laills had been detel'fed f'rom attending their 011'11 mr'eling in conspquenco oi 
the determination of the Ornngemen to muster in Coree to Pllt lhpm down. As 
was expected, :hese Orangemen came out in procession from Kingston, anr!. 
I regr~t to .ay accompanied by pers()n~ connected with tbe governmen!, such 
as the DeplJty Sheriff, Deputy Insp'Jctor or Licenses, Cons(aule~, &c. A~on 
them were the very m('n who had ,been most active at the last. Sydenham 1'101. 

They were armed in various \~ays. in open violnrion of the law. They 
introduccd lhemse!ve~ into the plrlce "f meeting. even into the very room where 
I lVas silting with some of my friends, and hl1rdly hnd thpy come in before l 
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heard a man exclaim in a ruffianly manner. "I'll see whether any damned 
rascal shall hold a private meeting in Sydenham." On enquiry who this 
person was I was told he was. a Mugist.rate.! !! .And. that very person was 
chairman of the Orange meetmg, and In direct vIOlatIOn of the law neglected 
reading the MaO"istrate'!l notice, which he was required to do by the Act. 
Finding myself fn the power of a mob ?f ruffians ".:ho, as I ~now by expe~ience 
literally thirst for my blood, I determllled to take the earltest opportunlly of 
leavinO" the place of meeting, as I knew perfectly well that a Tlot would soon 
be got ~lP, and that in the confusion Mr. Thibodo and myself would be marked 
men. 1 accordingly took my departure, went to another tavern, and soon 
afler addressed a few rema~ks to our friends who were present-l promised 
that as I had been depl'ived of the opportunity of addressing them at Ihis 
r.~eeting, I would get all the substance of what 1 had intended saying, prin!ed 
and circulated among them extensively. I do not think, gentlemen, after all 
Ihat our Orange opponents have much to plume themselves on. Messrs. Smith 
and Gowan might have made speech~s to their brethren any evening at their 
lodge rooms in Kingston. As far as the government is concerned it has 
already had the benefit of one great Orange demonstration for the County of 
Frontenac, viz, at Waterloo. Another will not help it much.* The laws of 
the land have been openly violated, and by persons connected with the govern­
I'nent, but in my opinion we ought to congratulate ourselves that the sincerity 
of the declarations of the present administration against Orangeism will noW 
be te51ed. We bhall see Whether the l\Iugistrate that I have alluded to will be 
dismissed, whether the Deputy Sheriff 3~d hspector will meet the same pun­
ishment. I have felt it my duty to bring the whole affaIr under the notice 
of the government, and I pledge mysel r to you, gentlemen, that if I live unti 
Parliament meets, Messrs. Viger and Ialay shall be held responsible for this 
gross outrage perpetrated by their Oral'ge supporters. You now understand 
gentlemen, my reasons for addressing you in this manner. The first advice 
1 would give you, is to be united amo115" yourselves. No political object can 
be accomplished except by means of party com blOat ions, and although it is the 
fashion with many to decry party, I have no hesitation in avowing myself to 
be a decided party man. 1 belong to a party who~e objects are to secure the 
peace and prosperity of the Country. and the maintenance of the connection 
so happi:y subsisting between this Colony and the Parent State. The effect 
of the policy of our opponent~, as [ firmly believe would be to endanger British 
connection, and to disturb the peace of the Country. W hen, gentlemen, such 
jmpor~ant resul:s are likely to follow the adoption of a partIcular line of policy, 
it becomes the duty of every man to join that party whose objects he believes 
to be most beneficial to his country. Nothing can be accomplished except by 
means of party, and I therefore repeat, you ought to be uniled among your-

* !he accounts given .of the late meeting in the Tory papers, show clearly 
that It was almost exchlslvely compo~ed of the opponents of the late Ministry. 
I can only say for myself,. that unt.tl the Orangemen abandon thei r ruffianly 
pro.ceedlllgs at publIc meetlOgs, 1 WIll not consent to discuss political topics in 
the!r presence. I neve.r proposed meeti ng them, and I abandoned the ground 
to them. at Syd~nha.n, Just as I would deliver my purse to a highwayman who 
bad a plftol pOinted at my heart. 
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selves. You never see any division in the ranks of your opponents, who O'V{1 

all their political influence to theIr superior organizalion. Not. gentlemen, 
that you ought to have secret societies. Your objects being legitimate. you 
require neither secret signs nor oaths. Believe me, however, that there cannot 
be a greatpr d31usion than to imagine th~t in a free cDuntry, enjoying represen. 
tative institutIons, all toe people can be got to be of Dne mind. und ~f course of 
one parly. Great fault h;ls been rounr! with the late l\JirJistry because 
they were party men, and because they desired that the vacant offi-ces should 
be filled by men of their own party, that is, men desirous of preserving 
British connection, and securing the peace or the country. instead of those 
who,_ in their opinIOn, are taking a course calculated to produce the contrary 
effects. On the princ;ples avowed by the Head ()[ the Government I might. 
if a member of the Administration, be compelled to defend t:1e appointment of 
one of the Orange ruffians who commilted such a flagrant outrage upon us on 
Wednesday last. Vre were accused, gentlemen, of wishing to purchaso Par­
liamentary support 1 With what obj('ct 1 To kcep ourselves in office. I trust 
there are but few ReformlHs in the Province who belie'!c that our oojects were 
so selfish. No, gentlemen! We de;;ireu to carry out our principles, the 
prlOciples at" our party, the principles which would lead to such great results 
as peace, prosperity, and Brilish (.!onnection. It was to carry OUI such objects 
as those that we sougllt pa;liamenlary SUPllort, which, after all, IS the support 
o[ the people. I will, however, have 10 en large on this subject by and bye, 
when I corne to speak of the late resignations. Having impressed on you the 
necessity of union among youl'selves, I would recommend you to lose no time in 
forming township committees, to act in concert. and to s~!ect a candidate, who 
ought to De unanimously supported by all the friend" of Reform. From the 
information that I have received, I feel certain that there is a majority in tho 
County of Frontenac favorahle to tbe principles of the lnle Administlation, 
und tLat by prudence and forhearance to one another you will succeed in the 
approaching contest. Your pre~ent mambcr is ident illl;d with a party whose 
conduct mu~t excite indignati.ln and disgust in the mind of evpry friend to the 
peace and wclrare of the country. It is your duty to combine togelher to 
secure his dcfeat. I would recomtnfwd you not oniy to have a general commit­
tee for tbe purpose of selecling )OUI" candidate, but whpn that bJS b,_'en done 
to dil'ide each town,bip into a convenient nllmber of sections. Ilnd pbC'8 each 
undpr the charge or 11 zealolls Rerormer. who ,hould asccrt3in tbl" opinIOns of 
the inhabitants, and their fight II) VlltC. This is ai,solutely necessity. as a poll 
will be held in each township, and the enndidale of clluroe can only be present 
in one. Yuur committee men should cil'culflle informatIon which is particu­
larly required at pre,enl, in consP<jUClJce of the misreiHcs8nlaliol1s regarding 
the Asses,mem Bil~. the rcmoval of the S('at of Government, and the late 
resignation of Minister,. Our principles wrll benr pxamination and discussion. 
and you should seize every opportu.nity of explaining them, !lot to the Orange 
and exclusive party with whom you can have no sympathy, but to those who. 
agreeing lVilh LIS on great priociphs have been led astray by misrepresentat.ion. 

i now proceed, Gentlemen, to offer those observations on the measures 
and policy of the Government, 0; wbich I was a member, which I w~uld 
have done verbally, had our politicalopponent3 afforded me an opportuUlty. 
The most absorbing question at the present moment is, of course, the resig-



n:t1ion 01 rne ,iJ.lc ~Iini:.;;trv. in'''I~<;in~ f'S d (~n,.,.s, U _ f , •• , pri:1cip!e Ot" 
Responsible Government. 'There hns d-Iwny~ b?en n ~reat nnx,iety mnni,l~.,!<t~d 
on the part of the Crown. bnth in ollr own nnd IiI othe~' ~ollntrJPs.' to mrlliltam 
its prerogatives slIbj8ct to ~" li!lle con~rol as r()~'nblp, nnrl It ought not. 
thereforC'. to h1\'(' be~n a m 1t1rr or much sllrp"i,,, tiJ8t th~ p('ople of this 
Province had to p1'~ throuc;h a I)ng struggle to oh:'lin thnt jllst r:ontrol over 
tl~e prerogltti,'e wilir-!l tlwir fplln·:: ~ll:)j"cts in Britain nid(1.ir1Pd at the timl) of 
{he Revolurion of 163'3. nut w" hnv" ~, r:!iht :0 "';1"1.-" slJrprrs~ when we 
find that, aftcl' all thl'! rlifTl:.rltil'" Ihnt il:iVO b~pn c'(;->eril;nced in tl,is Province, 
'(Jwing to the wacit of cOtlstitulional g0'.'crnrnpn r, nltC'f ollr )qn~ and nrduous 
contest having terminalI'd. as lYe lYerp IprJ to heli,·\'" i: InrI. by th,· cr)nceSSIOQ 
(If the great principle or Resp0nsible Go'·crnmnnt, ns prne/iced ! 'I. Eng~and, 
the Imperinl Government nre determinr'd to n,rrke a110,h,,1' strnr:gle, It frUitless 
and [lbstlJ'd one It must he, iO "lrrJOrt the GO'[PrI:01' or C'IIl'Hia iii an undu~ 
exercise of rhe ftoval ;',-"r,)gative Attpmrl. h'1\'C' ]'''('11 m'lrle. genllemen, 
to induce you to be"liclic (;,tt itC'~pon~iLr:" Go.'er:1ml':1t is fully admitted Il)" the 
distinguished individual at the berrd of Il](, go\'rrnment. It i, true, indeed, 
that the term Re~ponsible Government has h'~en 1~,,·rI. but :hflt is not wllat we 
want. We must have the subsI:lnc('. not tbe shadow, The very oi,ject of 
Responsible Goverl:l"nent is t·) contrnl thl) PreroQ'ative, bv providing the 
Governor with advisers pmsessed or rll',li~ confidencp. If, hrllvever. the 
Governor is to mrrke nppoil1tmen!s 10 office, eitber without or G3'1jlFt tnt> 
advice of his fespon>ible ad v isp 1'", it mu<t be o:wioll' In eve n' m'! n of ('ommon 
understanding that all the advautngrs or n.esprJr1,ib:e (~r)\'('rnment would bo 
lost. Can you imngineo for one moment, gen'lemen. til'll any f:et 0; men will 
remain in office if ::tprl!)intment~ are 10 be made pr .. juuicinl to tlll'ir influenc(' 1 
The very idea i~ absurd, A gWCl'Wlwnt ncting ;n sLlch a mClnner a<; to des­
troy itself! And yet t:18 Gover!lOr declares, in nlmost everyone of his 
answeJ's to addresf.es. th,t! the aprointmen!' 'lre to be 11l',,:!e without reference 
to party ('onsiderations, Notwitilslrlndlng tilis declur~,:ion. w'ntlemcn, I fear 
that none of us, no mat!pr how '1',"11 qll'1Irfi~d we m"\' bn to fill office, w:lI be 
honored with an ofier. rnde"d I should h'1Vp a ""Or? P"OI' opinion of the judg­
ment of those who would rnnJu' us on~-unlpss with the view or purchasing 
either sdence or support, l';otlling. I confess, h:1S "PPp3red to me more 
absurd than thr:~ cOinl'iamts mrrde ag'lin"1 Ihe h:e ministry bccallse they wl)uld 
not consent to rem"in in ofFIce while appoinlments were ma(~e fol' which they 
wpre held responsible. and which were pr'.'j,:clici:J! to rheir iniluenc8. I know 
that in England the state~m:J.n who ,"·ould submit to snch a sy'tem Jf government 
~oul? be lool~ed upon as b:rE~rl ofbi.q sew;"~, Let mC', w'ntlf'men. ,!!i I'C you a prac­
tIcal JllustratlOnof the efie~lof s'Jch n system. I wil! s:J,'POSf' l~~:lt I have been 
elected your represent1livp, ptedgd to Ihe principl~s whic::h r h:lI'e nlwavs 
maintained, viz tilrrl. a:l cla<"8" 0[' tbp 1l(,0pk shou:d bf' placed on a fooling-of 
perfect equality ns r('gHds l'eligious and ('ducAtion~1 pnrlowmpr", and that 
the pp-oplc should be nliowed the entirp man~gemellt of their own local nfTf\ir~. 
~ will s~ppose thnt perso~s of ,tile, samf' political oriflion~ nre in the mAjority 
In Parliament, and O;'J tile prrnC'Jpics or Resron"iL!(~ Govprnmr>nt. thn! the 

,Provincirtl Minislry of which I am a m~mber, profess the ~:l.me onin:,,;'J. I will 
next suppose that a vacancy occurs in one or th(' D.istrict I)ffices. flnd that 
it is filled up by the nppointment of the party 0; the minority with n man 
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hostile to religious eqllUlity, and to the extensiun of thl} popu;/J!' influence. I, 
as a member ul the government, have to coma before you, Illy ~upI'0rter8, 
and avow that this appointmellt wab ~nade b!J lILy advice, that 1 am re~ponBible 
for it, and that this is the Wily 1 tal{fJ tu advan<:0 my political opinions, and to 
further ~hc oh;""T8 of my party. ',Vlmt, gerlilemcn, would you say to sllch a 
declaratlOn 1 I lwow anel red that you would bugh to scorn the mlln who 
made it, and would tell him that you would filld a representative whose ac't'! 
would be in accordance widl bis profe3siom,. Fur my peut, gentlemen. and I 
may venture to speat. fol' my lalo colleague"', r titate publicly and distinctly, 
that I will not act with lIey g'lvernmcnt which uvows the priuciple of making 
appointmenTS in the belief tbat they will be prejudical to ilS own influenco; 
and no Reformer ha~ a right to expect from any ml)mUel' of hi~ party ;hut he 
will submit to QCcupy such a degrading POSili,.<). It nrnuoe:. llJ.c ." Ltle, I must 
confess, (0 obse:ve bolY SUC!l sentimcIlls are cheered by t' c, Tories, now that 
they arf' oUt of office, and ill a hopelc3s minority. '!'L"i are Obliged to submit 
to Responsible Government, that is, h:lving a ministry of the party of the 
majority, and !hey are willing to console thcll1~8lves with the assurance that 
they will still huve an equul chance 0[' gelling office with thelr opponents. But, 
gentlemen, how did they act when in power lltemsfllves 1 Luok only to the 
various offices in this District-,He they not all in the hand::; ufour oppollent.~ 1 
The Jlldge, the Sheriff, ~he Treasurer. the Inspector of Licenses. the Regis­
trar, the Clerk of the Peace, the (;ullc:ctor of Customs, the Clerk of the 
Distl'ic: Court, all, without one solitary exception, are Tories; ana, gentlemen, 
the same remarks would aI'p!y equ::lly well to the County that I represent, 
and to the Counties adjoining to it, and indeed to nearly all the Counties in 
the Province. So that even on the principle 0:" fair play, had every IIppoint­
ment been given to our friends, it would have taken firteen or twenty years to 
bring us to any !hing like a fuoling of equali:y with our opponents. You 
must. therefore, see bow impossible it WilS that we could suumit to have Oll r 
political influence undermined by the oJlP')iniment of our opponents; lind I 
can assure you that CClses of the damaging nature I have described Clctually 
occurred. I need only allude to one, that of :\1r. Powell, which took place !l 
day or two before our resignation. Mr. Smith, your present representative, 
is now very apprehensive lest the Adl1lini~tration should be able to purchClso 
parliamentary support. What, however, has ueen his own pmctice? Did 
hu or did he not employ :1is pariiamentClry influence to procure the appo!nt-

, ment of' !'III'. Shenff Corbett, who evinced his grntilUJe by making 1\11'. 
Francis Smith, brother of your member, his Deputy. 11 is, of cou rse, for 
you to judge whether these appointments were judicious, and whether Mr. 
Smith employed his influence for the pt.,blic good, or to serve hi3 :Jwn private 

I friends and relations. That iti his affair and y~uJ's. but I contend tim! the 
appointment in question was madu owing to ~1r. Smith's use of his parliamen­
:ary influence; and further, I am sure the Adrninistraiion of Hie day, in 
meeting his views, understood him to be a friend to their policy <lnd measures, 
and believed that he made a rec(Jml11~ndation that would give satisfaction to 
the party by which he was supported. It is but an act of justice to the latE) 
Ministry to !emmd you, gentlemen, that the Bill for secur,ng the IlldependeDco 
of Parhament, brought in by Mr. Lafontaine, would nave had u most import­
ant influence in checking allY thing llke corruption in tho Government. Th~ 



tlbject of that bill was to exclude from Parl!ament all s~bordinate officers of 
the Government, all indeed, who were not liable to be driven from office by /I. 

vote of the House of Assembly. The fact that this bill was introduced by 
the late Ministry ought to be sufficient to convir.ce you that they had no desire 
to purchase parliamt'ntary support-unless, indeed, it be called purchasing 
p'lrliamentary support to administer the Governme.1t in such a manner as 
will be satisfactory to the people and their representatives. I am sure, gen­
tlemen, that you will think I have said enough on this subject; but as I am 
anxious to convince you that the views orthe late Ministry with regard to tha 
distr:bution of patronage, are j;triclly in accordance with English practice, 1 
shall copy an extract from t he work of a very celebrated writer 00 Political 
Economy, Professor McCuiloch. In an article on the Constitution and Gov­
ernment of Engldnd, the following passage occu rs : 

From McCulloch's Geographical Dictionary-Artide on "Eugland and 
Wales."-Constllution and Goverr.meut. 

• "Not only are the Legislative measures proposed by; the Crown and con­
duct of the internal Go\'ernment of the country, and its foreign relations with 
other States entrusted 10 1\1 inisters, but they have also the disposal of all, or 
by far the greater part of the patronage belonging to the Crown. Offices 
inNIlving no political responsibility. such as t1lOse cif t/le household, have been 
sometimes exempted from this rule, and left to be filled up by the Sovereign 
according to his personal predilections, but this is not by any means an ullIform 
practice, and Ministers have repeatedly required and obtained the disposal of 
these 0 ffices," 

,. Generally speaking, patronage in n country ltke England, is always 
exercised wllh 11 view to the acquring or preserving Parliamentary support. 
Napoleon, the King of Prussin, and the Emperors of Austna and Russia 
might sel~ct individuals to fill offices on the sole ground of their superior fit. 
~ess to discharge their duties, But in a free country suitableness for office 
IS not lite only thing to be a/tendl'd to in deciding as to the comparative claims 
of candld~'es for official preferment; if they possess it so much theebetter; 
but th':l prU,?:lry consideralion is, how is the government to be qarried on ~ 
N~)w that, It is plain, wil\ be best effected by sE:curing the aclive support of the 
frlen?s of ~overnmf!rlt and by weakeNing the party of their opponents; and 
h~ dlstfloullOn of pal ronage is one of the principal means by which these 

ObJects are to be realized A go .. -erllment that would neglect to avail itself of 
t~ls P?wer could not long exist. Hence in England, nine out of every ten 
Situation" are disposed of, on the recommepdation of persons possessed of 
ParLame,ntil:y influence, This in fact is here the via regia to preferment and 
st~te,dlsllOctlon. In filling Mp the conspicuous situations, the talents and 
acqUlrerncnis of the Candidates, as well as their recommendations must 
net'essarily he takc~ into account; but in the great majority of cases parlia­
mentary .p~tJ'on:.lge IS the sine qua non. Were the Government more popu­
lar th~n tt,lS, thiS result would be still more apparent. A man of ability in 
Prussia ~vHhout connect ions. has a rhuch better chance of getting on if be 
devote himself to the public service than in England; but at the same time, 
~he chanc~& of such a person be advanced are infinitely greater here than 
111 the U Oiled States. 10 the latter, every thing is sacril1ced to pnty consi-
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derations; and the most splendid talents and capacity to render great public 
services would never advance their possessor one step on the ladder of pro­
motion If he happened to be of a dIfferent party (rom that in favour at the 
time, or to want p.arty support. The reas~n IS, that in England Parliamentary 
influence predomw.ates Vlerely, whereas III America it is everything; and 
every thing mnst, III consequen.ce, be mad~ sub.~ervient to its support." 

I shall not enter at length wto the proceedmgs of the late Ministry at the 
time of, or subsequent to their resignation. I have shown you that the views 
of the Governor General ~vith reg~rd to the distribution of fYatronage, are 
altogether opposed to EnglIsh practIce, and are such as no :'I1inistry of any 
party can carry out. His Excellency is determined, as he says, to exercise 
the pre~ogative. of t~e. Crown ~s he himself thinks right, and Dot according to 
the adVIce of hIS Mllllstry, whIch latter system would make him" a mere tool 
in the hands of his CounciL" Most assuredly he could not be more" a tool" 
than what his Sovereign is, and the very object of Responsible Government, 
as I have already stat:'ld, is that the Governor shall act, not 6lccording to .'tis 
own wishes aud opinions, but according- to those of the people, which, under 
our Constitution, are expressed through his responsible Ministers. Never for­
get, gentlemen, that III the contest now going on, the late l\1inis'ry and their 
friends are contending for your rights. What is parliamentary influence 1 
Why your influence, gentlemen, and the purchase of parliamentary support is 
making the appointme::tts that the people desire. It is your interest, there­
forC', to join heartily with us in this great contest. The stakes that are played 
for are high indeed. They are no less than your own and your children's 
liberties on the one side, and on the other the prerogative of the Crown as 
contended fol' by the infatuated Monarchs of the Stuart race. 

I shall proceed now, gentlemen, to touch on some of the mos: important 
measures introduced by the late Ministry, and I shall commence wilh the bill 
for the establishment of municipal institutions. 1 know that efforts have been 
made dis;atisfy the people with municipal institutions altogether, and that it is 
asserte,.i dlllt the system now in operation has been a failure. You, gentle­
men, II til have too much good sense to be led astray by any representations 
from YOllT opponents that you are incapable of managing your own affairs. 
The pr.;'ser.t act was a mere experiment, and everyone almost who supported 
it wa~ 1;(,:' ,·inced that it wOllld require great alteration. The question for you 
to consider is not that act, but the bill which we introduced, and you will find 
that the latter is as liberal as any reasonable man can desire. EVE'ry t~i!lg is 
left to the people themselves, who have the election of their own Councii!ors, 
and then again the appointment oC their Warden, and every other officer that 
they wish to employ. The Government retained no patronage wh[ltever, 
another proof that they did not seek to strengthen themselves in that way. 
It is for you, gentlemen, to determine whether you are capable of managing 
your own local affairs, or whether you would prefer leaving it to the Govern­
ment, or to the magis:rates, to manage them for you. If you prefer t~e. for­
mer system, I think you will find that the bill introduced by the late M!Dlstry 
will·offord you all the power that is rrquisita. I now come to the as~essment 
bill, which has been mQre misrepresented by our political opponents than any 
other bill that was brought forward, and which, in my judgment, would con­
duce more to the ~benefit of the resident settlers of the country than any mea-
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Ilure ever submItted to a Canadian Legislature •. It ~By be very we.ll, gentle­
men, fOl" interested parties to misrepresent thIS bIll, and to cry It down as 
unpopular. It cannot be unpopular. The mass of the pe.ople are t?e parties 
to be benefited by it, and when they come to understand It, they Will support 
it mo~t zealouslv and withdraw their confidence from those who have opposed 
it. Y JU have b~eo told gentlemen, that the effect of"this bi[lwould ~a~e .been 
to increase your taxes. Such assertions are untrue. It \~ould have dlml~lshed 
them. The Assessment Bill mised no tilX wnatever; It merely provIded 11' 

diff.;rent system for collectiocr those which you now pay. At present, as you 
are aware: the non-resident ~ndholders contribute but very little to the public 
burthens, and impr<lved land worln £10 an acre, pays no m01'e than that only 
worth £1 or £'1,. The general opinion has been, that the present sy~te~ is 
unjust, and that a remedy was required. What, genlleme~, was the prlOciple 
of the bill whi~h has been so loudly denounced 1 Why SImply that all pro­
perty should be taxed according to its real value-that the non-resident land· 
owners iihould pay the full amount of taxation according to the value of their 
land; and that all other owners of real propp-rty shoulc; contribute in the same 
way. To thiS part of tho bill I have beard little objection. The effect of tbe 
proposed system would be this :-Assuming the laxes of any township to be 
£300, and that the taxes on the non-resident land would amount to £75, it 
follows that the actual settlers would only have to pay £2'1,5, instead of £300, 
and that besides they would enjoy the advantage of having £75 of cash spellt 
among them. provision having been mo.de for the regular payment of the wild 
land tax to the Municipalities. But the personal property tax and income 
tax have been complained of. I appeal however, to YOLl, gentlemen, whethe,r 
you will allolv your representative, a professional mall, with a handso,ffil3 
lOeome, to misrepresent you by voting to throw the whole taxation upon land. 
Why should not person<ll property contribute its fair share 1 Can any gool 
reason be given to the contrary ~ No, gentlemen, the lawyers and merchants 
may complain at being called on to pay their fair share of the taxI'S, but the 
great majority of the people, who are farmers, will insist on the taxation fall­
ing equally upon all. I will again endeavour to illustrate my meaning.­
Taking the taxes of a township at £300, let us suppose that upon a fair esti­
mate of the entire properly, income and personal property would contribute 
£75 of the amount-does it not follow that if this description of property be 
exempted,-the farmers will have to pay amongst them the exact amount from 
which the lawyer~, merchants, and others are relieved ~-But we are told that 
the tax is inquisiiorial. Now on this I would observe, gentlemen, that I am 
not pledged to any particulilr scheme, and that if the principle is admitted, I 
am rearly, as far as { am concerned, to agree to any amendm,ent in detail; 
nevert~eless, I must observe that I have as yet heard no feasible scheme pl'O' 
posed lil amepdment. Many are loud in opposing the bill. but I have heard 
of no substitute.-1 deny altogether that the hill would be inquisitorial. a~ lea!?t 
not more so than is aJsolutely necessary. I think, gentlemer:, the merchants 
80d lawyers, when they have any dealings with you, farmers, contrive to find 
out what you are worth before they let YOll get into their books. They nre, 
however, desperately afraid lest you should find out what they are worth. 
You have heard a great deal about the inquisitorial nature of this bill, nntt 
that the nsseuors would have to examine a man's aCCQunts, and take an inveD,-:-
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tory of' his furniture. I have even been told that his wife's jewels would b~ 
taxed. Now, gentlemen, I will just describe very shortly the actual practical 
operation of the bil.!. An assessor. enters a man's ~louse, whether he be l\ 

mercha~t or o:herwlse, a~d asks ~Im l.he value of iHS personal property R! 

defined 10 the act .. If satIsfied w][~ his answer, which is of course a gros!l 
sum, he asse3ses him accordingly: If he has reason, from hi, knowledge of 
the person's cil·cumstances, to think he has underrated him~elf, he puts him 
down at a higher rate, but the individual hilS then the power of swearing to 
nny amount that he pleases, after which the assessor has no option. You will 
see. gentlemen. that the system is if any thing too loose, and that is the only 
objGlction to it in the State of New York where it has long been in operation. 

I as well as in Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and indeed nearly all the St.ate~ of 
the Union. I n those Slates the system has been tried, a nd has been found to 
work well, and neithet· the mercantile nor any other cla.~s complair.s of it· 
I would make one further observation regarding the mi'represen:alions circ:u­
lated with respect to this bill. You arc told that many kinds of property 
would be taxed under the new bill which wore formerly exempt; granted. 
The prinCIple of the bill was to tax all property at its actual value, excepting 

I household furniture to the value of £250, agricultural implements, mechanic's 
tools, and some other item~. But recollect tbat under the assessment bill the 
property would only be rated for taxation. and that the flggregate taxes of the 
township would not be increas~d. I will suppose ugalO that the taxes to be 
raised in any township aro £300. Under the present system I will suppose 
the rateable property in thnt township to be £48000. To raise the amount 

. necessary you would have to be taxed 1 ~d in the pound. But if under the 
': new system taxing all kinds of property, the aggregate of the assessment 
I, roll should be increased three-fold; say to £14~,000-it is obvious that the 

tux required would only be ~d in the pound. You will therefore seo 
I! that it makes no real difference to you whether you are assessed £500 or 
" £100, provided all are put upon the same looting. and tho advantage to the 
l man of small means of placing the taxation upDn all property according to itq 

M 

value is as obvious as the principle is just. I cannot di.~mi~s the assessm!?nt 
bill without a few a remarks on tho absurd charge that has been brought 
against us of taxing Upper Canada and not Lower Canada. Putting aside the 
cost of the local administration of jus:ice to which [ will refer by nnd by, you 

.. It is right that I should state distinctly th::tt I am decidedly in (avor or 
iTI the principle of the Ass8ssment l3ill as originally introduced. The Ministry con­
I sented to strike out the personal properly clauses to meet the wishes of several 

of their supportors, who. of course, have to an~wer to their own constituents 

Ii 

~ for their conduct. The effdct of leaving out· those clauses would be to 
increase the tax of the farmer by relieving from trtxation the merchan', law· 
yer, physician, capitalist, &c. &c. When lhe farmers come to understand 
the bill, I have no doubt whatever that they wili insist on their representrttiveg 
supporting it as originally introduced' My own constituents hn ve never had 
a. second opinion on this subject. 1 have thought it right to mrtke this expla­
nation, because I have observed in the Hamilton Journal and Express, and [ 
think in other liberal papers, a kind of apology for wha: are termed tbo 
" inquisitorial clauses," and a Ftatemeot that they wera abandoned. 
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have nothing to do with Lower Canada, nor does it make an~ difference. to YOIl 
whether there are any taxes there, or not. The taxes raIsed by your own 
Councils are expended among yourselves for your,own benefit, and YOll need 
not not be taxed at alJ unless you yourselves wish It. There were to be no 
taxes raised from you for the Provincial Gover~ment. L()w~r Canada would 
necessarily have had a system of as,se~sl,?ent I~ order to raIse ta:,es for t~e 
same purposes with yourselves, but It IS Impossible to f;ame a bIll I\at Will 
answer for both Provinces. And what have you to do with the matter. You 
have to consider whether the bill proposed for Upper Canada-is a good one 
and suttable [or you, If the Lower Canadians have a worse one, they will be 
the sufferers I now come to the tax for the administration o[ Justice, regard­
inO' which s~ much has been said, and first, 1 wish to observe that the question 
ha~ nothing whatever to do with tbe assessment bill. Under the present as· 
sessment law, as you, gentlemen, know full well, you pay for t!le local adm,in. 
istration of justice, while the Lower Canadians do not. ThiS IS a fact which 
cannot be disputed, The new bill made no change in thi~ respect whate~er. 
It left matters just as they were. Now what I have complatned of, and 1 thmk 
with great justice, is, that some of the reform members lent themselves, most 
foolishly to the Tories to obstruct one of the most popular bills that was lUtro. 
duced during last session, and unwisely raiseded this question of tIle auminis· 
tration of justice which ought to have been brought forward separately. The 
persons to whom I alluded not only lent themselves to Mr Sherwood and the 
Tory opposition lil an attack on the Ministry. but they are in a great degree 
responsible for the loss 01 the Assessment Bill, and for the unpopularity which 
has been fastened on it, solely because It is not understood. 

Having now disposed of all objections that I have heard made to the 
Assessment Bill, I must offer one 01' two remarks about the different mode 
adopted in Lower Camda of paying the expenses of the admini~tration of justice 
This, I admit, is a question of much interest, but I do not think that those who 
comp~ain of injustice to Upper Canada can have reflected much upon the 
subject. In Upper Canada wo have always paid these expenses as we do at 
present, while in Lower Canada, where before the Union there was a surplus 
revenue of £80,OClO they were defrayed [rom the general revenue. Such, 
gentlemen wat; the actual state of affairs when the Union was asked for by 
Upper Canada and when the terms were arranged in which it was to be carried 
out. The Union was principally sought for to relieve Upper Canada from 
financial difficulties. The Imperial Parliament adjusted the terms of the 
Union, and you, gentlemen, must be well aware that in a pecu­
niary point of view we have been the gainers. You are 'lware that 
a Civil List was established at the time, and that it was intended to place on 
it all ,the charges previo~sly paid for the administration of justice in both 
Provlllces out of the publIc revenue. On that pflnciple the charges in Lower 
Canada-for the support of their Gaols, few tndeed in number compared to 
those ill Upper Canada, were placed on the Civil List on the recommendation 
of Lord S,ydenham, whose despatches ref~rring to those very charges have 
been publIshed. T?ese, charges ,then consli,tute a part of the Union arrange. 
ment, and one, whtch It would De very difficult to disturb. And recollect 
gentlemen, ~hat if we rais~ the po!nt, Lower Canada will have many a set off 
to plead, ana we shall get into a dispute about a paltry matter, which is really 
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not worth contendIng for. To say nothing of the interest of our deht there 
are many other items or expen~e in U ppef Canud" for which ther~ is no 
corresponding charge in Lower Canada, and yet you never hear the Lower 
Canadians complaining of these expences. And I may also observe that on 
the Union, Lower Canada brought us the Lachine Canal constructed by m~ans 
of her revenue, and entirely p~ud for. and which work alone, yielding us a 
handsome revem:e, is more than suffi(;ient compen~alion for the charges for 
the administration of jus lice. I know it is said by mi1ny that the public works 
for which the debt was contracted have been handed over to the Province. 
The Lower Canadians on the other hand would tdl us-" we don't want 
•• either your debt or yoU\' works, and certainly it is too bad not only to put 
" your debt on us, and take all our surplus revenue, but actually to refuse the 
.. very charges which you found on ou r revenue when we have assumed all 
"your charges as we fonnd them." 1 know gentlemen th:)t the views I have 
just expressed have not had that weight with many of my fellow members that 
I anticipated. The U ppel' Canadians have already got but an indifferent 
character in Lower Canado. where money malleI'S o.re concerned, and unfor­
tunately too many are dislJosed to look at these questions with a sectional bias. 
They think more of what will be fOI' the pecunmry interest of thf'ir consti­
tllent~ than of what is just and right. And because I cantlot go with them in 
such views I have been denounced as indifferent to Upper Canada inte~ests. 
and as sold to the Lower Canadinns. Now, gentlemen. I can state with the 
utmost sincerity that not one of these persons is more attached than myself to 
the interests of Upper Canada. but I shall ever deprecate all these sectional 
jealousies. The policy of ou r opponents is to foment them; and it is much 
to be deplored that the Reformers are but too ready to fall into the trap. 
Although I have felt it nece&sary to offer the foregoing observations, nnd to 
explain to you that there is no real ground for complaint on the part of Upper 
Canada with regard to the expenses of the adminIstration of justice. I am far 
from being opposed to any practicable measure of relief. The only feasible 
mode is to give up 10 the several District~. a portion of the internal revenue­
such as that from Ta vern Licenses. You will however admit that the main­
tenance of the public faith is the first thing to he attended to, and in the face 
of!l revenue materially diminished from temporary causes it was impossible 
to do any thing last year It is very well for individual members entirely irrespon. 
sible lor the carrying on of the Government. and the maintenance of the public 
credit, to propose schemes for giving up portions of that revenue to t?e 
Districts, but it is most unfair in them to embarrass the Government wllh 
such proposition. They are brought forward merely to raise political capital 
for the author of the scheme. although he is himself perfectly aware that his 
proposal is impracticable. The late Ministry were in hopes that by greater 
economy in the public expenditure, and by some judicious alterations in the 
revenue laws, we should ha ve had such an increased income as would have 
enabled the Government to relieve the Districts in S0me way from the admin­
i&tration of justice. This however cannot be done until the pubhc revenue is 
in a better condition, and as 1 have already shown you it must not be allowed 
to,infiue:lce the Assessment Bill, in any way, indeed the persons who raises 
this,question in connexion with that measure must do it wi.th a view to obstruct 
itspfogress. The new Assessment Bill would make the administration of 
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jusfice expenses much lighter than they are to, the actual lI,ott·.~. 
. I hn ve been c,Jmpelled, gentlemen, to ,occupy a considerable space wllh my 

explanation, regarding this bill, but i,ts ,Importanc~ must be my ~p~logy. 1 
come now to a subject which I will dIsmIss very briefly although It ~s a, very 
important one, I mean our Education meaSUI'es, I need S;lY little auou! our 
Un;versity Bill, the principle of which is well understood by all clas~e,s of th~ 
people. It is founded on principles or jusli,ce to all, a,n~ none ca~ object ,t~ It 
but those who advocate the principle of plaCIng one rel,lglOus, body In a positIon 
of superiority to others, It iil but right, while on thiS suhJect, thaI I should 
correct a very gro~s misrepresentation which has been mude by our .opr~nen~s 
among others by Mr. Buchanan, whose utter ignol'ance of the subJect,ts, I)ls 
only apology, It is that tile Lower Canodian supporters of the late MInistry 
would have opposed the University Bill. In 0 1e word:ge?tlemen, the statemeltt 
is untrue, It has been circulated Ivith a view 10 prejudIce the Reformers of 
Upper Canada against their brethren in Lower Canada, who nre charged 
with being unfriendly to an Upper Canudian measure sought for by the great 
Ill'ljority of the people, 

The Common School Law is in your h:lnd~-almo~t everyone has seen 
it and you can now form an opinion whether :t will meet the wants of the 
country. Mucb dissatisf>lction wa~ felt at the old law, and our opponents 
endeavoured to make politica! capital out of it, and perhaps with some l'luccess. 
I believe that the new law will give very general satisfaction. It is based on 
populnr principles, every thing being left in the hands of the people themselves. ' 
who appoint, directly or ind~rectly, ullthc officers required in order to carry 
out the system efficiently. I-Jere is another proof th"t the late Ministry did 
Ilot seek to obtain patronage, 1 have a few observations to ma!,e regarding 
the tax, which is compiained afhy some, owing either to their selfishness, or 
their ignorance. The late Ministry could have had no object in requiring 
this tax unless for the benefit of the people, It is evident, however, that the 
object of the tax is not generally understuod, 1 shall endeavour to explaIn to 
you irs practical effect. 1 shall sllppose that the Trustees of a School District 
engage a teacher Ilt £60 a year, nnd that the sbare of the Government ollow­
ance for that District would be £10. It follows that the parents of the children 
would have to raise the remaining £50 jf there were no tnx. If however, a 
tax to double the amount of the grllot were raised, that District would get £20 
more, and the parents "auld ollly have to raise £30 instead of £50 ; and thii 
tax fnlls upon the whole properly of the township. renl and ren"onal, reSidents 
and non-residents-those who ha ve children and those who' hn ve none. The 
object of the tax is to encourage the actllal settlers, particularly the poorer 
one~, to establi<h school~, But it is ~:lid by some, ,. Let tbose who usc the 
scho?1 PIlY for it" On this principle the Provincial Government should give 
~otl?lng. I ~ontend however that as all per,;ons having property are inCeresttld 
I~ the educatIOn of the people, p~oper,ty ought, to be taxed, not unreasonably 
hlg,h, but to such an extent us will give a moderate encouragement to the 
reSident ~etller. 

On th~ very im~ortanl me,asure for im~osing dllties on Agricultural pro­
duce nnd !Ive stock Imported I?to the Pro.~nce. I need say little, especially 
as. all partIes now profess to be III favour of It. I would however remind you, 
gentlemen, that our -.:lpponen1s When In power might have carried suell a 
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mensuro I,lad they been willing to do 80: They wel'f) long enough in office it. 
nil conSClellce. I have therefore a fight (0 express my lIutilifaction that 1\ 

Reform Mini~try were able to carr'y a measure of :wch great importance and 
that I had myself the honour of bewg entrusled with it. 

Thero are mlwy other measur:s of secondary importance, compared with 
the great ones to which I have referred. but which still entitle the late Mini~try 
to your cOllfide~llce ~nd support.. In thi~ Country you must .oerive great benefit 
from lhtl new ElectIOn law, which will enable you to exerCl"e that ineotimable 
privelege, the elective fmnc;liise, without expenee, and witbout danger to your 
lives, and which wi!! also, I hope put an end to bribery, and treulina. You 
will likewisd find the benefit of tbe bill for restraining party processi~J'}st lind 
for preserving order at J-lU blic meetings. Need 1 tell you, gentlemen, that 
some measure for discouraging the members of Eecret Societies is imperatively 
called lor 1 You have suffered too severely [rom Orange outrages 10 have 
Ilny doubt on the subject. For Illy own part it will ever be a source of tlh.l 
highest satisfaction to me that I wa~ a member of the ministry that brouO"ht 
forward the Secre~ Societies .Bill. You will also ngree with me ill th!flkf'Jg 
that the Jury Btil IS not an unimportant measure. OnIY!l few days since you 
have seen a Deputy bherdf ucting with a party or mea, many of whom were 
in open violation of he law of the laod, and yet this very person lVould be 
entrusted under our present law with the summoning of thE' jury who would 
have !o try his friends. 

The ne»t subject to which I snail call your attention is one regarding 
which I am aware that many of you may have those strong prejudices which 
per~o[Jal inter'ilst almost always creates. I allude, of course, to the Seat of 
Government question. .~nd yet,genllemen, notwithstanding all ;;our prejudic~s 
on this point, 1 do not despair at" convincing you that tbe kite Millist)'y were 
justified in taking the course that they did; at any rate I feel satisfied that you 
will give us credl~ for having acted us we thougbt most for the interest of the 
whole Province. The question of the Seat of Government, like some others, 
has been made use of by our political opponents in order to foster dissension 
between the people of Lower and Upper Canada. It oughl 1I0t, however, to 
b(l so treated. You, gentlemen, whatever prejudices you may have on the 
subject, are :00 libera: minded and too just to advancll any claim on Ihe part 
of Upper Canada, on th" ground of right. Such u. chim is quite inconsistent 
with the terms on wbich Ihe Union was ·established, it is an insult to Lower 
Canada to advance it, and for my own (HHt, I would disown any man as a 
Reformer who would urge it. The Union baving been established, we are to 
consider that there is one united Province, :.l nd in selecting the Seat of Govern­
ment, regard should be bad to tbe convenience, and interests of the whole 
population. It i~ almost amusing tofinJ that Ihe very parties whoa few years 
ago insibted thRt the bland of Montreal sbould be ullached to Upper Canada, 
on the g!·{Jund that Montreal was an Upper Canada city, buill Llp and supported 
by ou r Commerce. are those who declare now tbat because M onlreal is out ot 
the former limits of Upper Canada it is on that aC(Jount an improper place for 
the Seat of Government. With such people i! is useless to argue. They are 
not actuated by any principle but are iuflueneed in their conduct by hos.tilily 10 

the people of Lower Canada. It is necessary, however, before advaoclllg any 
JClliiOllS in favour of Moutroul, 10 stale \he circumstnnces under which, Ih. 
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late Ministry were called upon to act., You will recollect g:otJemen, that 
during the first session of the pre~ent Parliament the r-~~use of As~embly passed 
an address to the Q'leen prayIng for alternate Pal haments at Q.~ebec and 
Toronto. The mover of this address was Sir A!lan McNab, who IS now so 
warm in his opposition to Mor.treal. He. wa~ wrlltng, however, to have had 
the Government and Parliament half the tIme 111 L.ower Canada, and at a place 
particularly inconvpnient for Upper Canadians. Would such a schen:e have 
been of any service to you, genllem~n 1 or would you have prefel:red J! to the 
one adopted by the late ministry 1 lOU are aware that He~' M uJesty's Gov· 
ernment objected altogether to such an arrangement, on w?tcl~ the House of 
Assembly was disposed to leave the set.tleme.nt of the questIOn 111 the hands of 
the Imperial Government, .whose declslol.1 It ',;a9 supposed would have been 
bowed to by the whole PrOV1l1ce, Her Majesty s Government, howevE:r, were 
not willing to assume the respomibility of settli~~ a q Ilestion of so much 
importance, and they accordingly .asked the opll1ton of, the late ~overnor 
General, and instructed him to obta1l1 that of the ExecutIve CouncIl. YOIl 

will see therefore that the question was forced upon the late ministry, and not 
to.ken up spontaneously by them Calle~ u~on to disc~arge a most sole~n 
duty. and bound by the most sacred oblIgatIOnS to advllle that course which 
should be most for the public interest, the late ministl'Y took up this embar­
rassing question. You will at once perceive how ignorant of the duties of an 
Executive Councillol' those persons must be, (and I regret to Eay that amongst 
them are persons of some influence,) who endeavour to persuade the I,cople 
that Upper Canadian members have sacrificed the intere!>t of Upper Canada. 
I was sworn in, gentlemen, an ExecULive Councillor as well as a member of 
Parliament, for the Province of Canada, and I cuuld not without violating my 
oath, support Upper Camtda in preference to Lower Canade, unless I thought 
the public interests would thereby be advanced. The question which we had 
to consider was, which was the best place for the Seat of Government; and I 
hesitate not to say, that if Montreat had heen within Upper Canada it would 
have been selected, with just as much reudiness as it was, \~' ith regard to the 
claims of Montreal I would observe that it has long been the commercial capital 
of U oited Canada, and from its position it is I iltely to remain so. It is the 
point where the greater part of the revenue is collected, and where our fiscal 
affairs can be most satisfactorily managed. But tbe strongest argument in 
f~vo~r of Montreal, the one which to me is unanswerable, is that it IS the only 
city ll1 Canada where the two races can meet on a fOOling of perfect equality. 
I know that such an argument as this will have little weight with our political 
opponents, but I address Reformers, men ?ispo~ed to act on the golden rule of 
dOIng as they would be done by. I put It to you, gentlemen, whether you 
would submIt to have the Seat of Government at a French Town in Lower 
Canada, where the English language is not spoken, dnd where there is no 
press to giye expression to your view~. or to record the speeches of your 
represen~alives.. W.hat would you say If you were placed in such a position' 
and yet It was ImagIned that the French Canadians would submit to such a 
state of. things with patience. I am sure that you, gentlemen, thinking only 
of the hlt,le advantages (and little indeed they would have heen) that you would 
have derIved from t,h~ ::;~at of Government being at Kingston, lost sight alto· 
gether of the cruel IDJustlce that would have beeD done to the Lower Canadians 
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by it. Irna,gine £l who~e people isolated (rom their government, and their 
representaltves, nn,d without the means of knowing allY thing that is going 
forward at the ~apltal. Reverse the picture, W h'lt. have we Upper Cana­
dians to complam of at Montreal? We have a city with a lllrger British 
population than there IS Fre,nc~l; wi:h fO,ur daily newspapers in the English 
language, beslde~ other peflod,lcals. I,t I~ the place to which we look for all 
our commercHiI 1Oformatlon; 10 short, It IS al ready the capital of Canadu, and 
the Seat o[ Government would neler have been takeu anywhere else but Wilh 
a view of temporarily subserving party objects. 

But we are told, gent!emen, that if the Seat 0f Government is fixed at 
Montreal, French ~nflllence will p:eponderate. Instcrtd of" French," gentle­
m~n, read ., Reform,:' and you wlll learn the re:tI ground of the strong oppo­
sitlon to Montreal. fhe Reformers of Bntlsh origin ll1 Lower Canada are, I 
am happy to say, a numerous and influential body, and theil' influence is iust 
as much dreaded as that of I,he French Canadians. Now I hont'stly conf~ss, 
gentlemen, that I look upon It as a matter of great importance that this French 
mfluence, or as.I s~oul? say, Re~orm influence, will be ~ubstituled for Orange 
influence. I tbmk It highly deSirable that the public opwion at tbe Seataf 
Government shou:d be that of the majority of the people, :J.nd that if your lib­
erties should be attacked by a wicked or corrupt government, there should be 
a public tbat would give immediate expression to ils feeling-s of honest indigna. 
tion. Can you, gentlemen, suppose that I could think Kll1gston a proper place 
for the Seat of Government, when I know that.in the mdropolitan County you 
cannot hold a public meeting without having your lives en,langered? W ben 
I see the Orangemen on Lot No. 24 representing their opinion" to the Gover­
nor as tb05e of the majority of the people? For my own part, I neither think 
such a place a desirable one for the Seat of Government, nor do 1 wish to live 
there myself. I am sure that many of you would not be sorry to be beyond 
the reach of the lawless men by whom YOll have been so scnndalolbly abused. 
As to your private !uterests, in the first plnce, I do nOI think you will sLifler so 
mU9h as you imagine by the change. I am quite ~a'isfl,,,d t!mt the Act of lest 
Session imposing duties on agriculwral produce and live stock, will be of infin­
lely more benefit to you than the Seat of Governm"nt. Tile persons in Kings­
ton whobave invested money 10 l'elll property aro t,) be pitieJ, altholl,gh mllny 

of them were very imprudent, and the Corporation of King;ton wel'c absollltClly 
reckless. Th~y d8.3erVe to sufT-H, if for nOlhing else. f .. r lhell' contelllpt [,,1' 
the opioions of the Rcpresentati."u8 of the Cancldlan people. and their reliance 
on the promises of EngliHh politicians. An.i even if you, the hrmcrs, do 
suffer a little, by getting prices a very little lower tb:ln befure, arc you unwilling 
to make some silCrifice for the public good, and ill order to s'~e .iustice done to 
your fellow subjects in Lower Canada of Frunch origin 1 Bllt secondly, I 
would remark, th,ateven if tbe Seat of Government wure to be fixed in Upper 
Canada, it is quite possible that it would be removed [rom Kingston. And 
would you, gentlemen, be any better olfby having it eilher at Toronto or 
By town, than at Monlreal? Certainly not. Rely upon it thiS Seat of Gov- • 
ernment agitation has been got up principally in order to distur~ t~le rr~sent 
good understanding between Upper and Lower Cllnadians, find, It IS satisfac­
tory to know that it has ptoved a signal failure. EI'en those Reform Members 
who from timidity voted against Montreal, have becomo convll1ced that the 
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opinion or tho Reformers thl'oughou: the country ig decidedly with ~~e lale' 
Ministry on this question. You, goo, :c;mC'n.' may occupy a proud posltlOn.­
You may come out, interested as you ~1, re said to be, and as you, ~eel yourselves 
to be, and on this very question jJrovl' yourselves to be bot? dlsm~ere~ted and 
patriotic. And be!ieve me, by s~lc:h 0. ,course you would gam credit With your 
fellow Reformers over the whole ProvlOce. . 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I will 0:1ce more earn~stly Implore you.' as you 
value the best interests of your country. not to enterUun any feelmg of Jealousy 
or distrust towards our Lower Canadian~brethren, and ~o look upon those who 
endeavor to excite any such feeling;; as the worst enemle~ of the country. ~n 
this subject I will quote to you the language of my late colleague, Mr. BaldWIn, 
which cannot be too strongly impressed upon the p,eople, or too often repeated. 
and with an extract from llis Speech at the late DlOner at Toronto I Will con-
clude this long and, I fear. tedi?us address. " 

"And if Upper Canada deslres th1t her equal representatton shall mdeed 
possess an equal weight in the Councils of the Province, with that of the other 
sections of the Provir.ce, the fi rst step she must take towards that end must be 
to give a discinctively party character to the Representation which she return'S. 
In fact without this it is impussible for any party to retain power-they in fact 
do not deserve to obtain it. But, for his own part, he did not hesitate to say, 
thaI neither he nor his Upper Canada friends were in any danger of suffering 
In the slightest degree from his learned ffiend being, as hA justly was, the leade r 
of the united Reform party,-[Cheer~.] For himself he would say. notwith­
standing the absurd imputa:ion, (as all who knew him would vouch it to be) of' 
inordinate ambition, for which he was indebted to the same high authority, he 
did not hesitate to say, he was perfectly ready and happy, while his country 
required his services, to give them in that station in which they can be most 
useful.-[Cheers.] And that a£O to his IAarned friend, he had found him so 
clear in hiS perception of right, so prompt in the assertion of it, and sp stern 
in the condemnation of all those arts of low and petty intrigue. to which little 
minds resort to conceal their barrenness. that he declared it a comfort to have 
such a guide, n glory to have such a leader, and a source of the greatest satis­
faction to have such a friend, And he would tell the peop Ie of Upper Canada. 
that in his opinion, they could not have a man as the leuder of the United Re­
form ~arty. more attentive to their interests, more resolved on having the 
admInistratIOn, as respected thut section of the Province, conducted in It 
manner satisfactory to them. [Loud cheers,] And ho [Mr. Baldwin] would 
assu~e t~em, thrrt he felt that ho could give them no betler advice, than to let 
nothIng mduce them to entertuin jealousies or distrust of their Lower Canadian 
brethren, which every engine of their enemie~ is set to work to bring about.­
He conjur,ed them not to !iste:l to the wIly insinuations of those who preached 
up s,uch distrust, bu~ to mark every man w::'odid so as the worst enemy of both 
sectlO:JS of the ProvlOce. And he unhesitatingly asserted that the Reformer~ 
'of Upper Canada couldhave no better allies than their brother Reformers ofthEl 
other section of the Province; and could have no leader more resolved to d(} 
them j;),.,:icc ,than hi~ han. and learned friend Mr. Lafontaine." [Cheel's.] 

I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient Servant. 
F. HLJ'lIlCKS. 
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