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SPELECIH, .

Mr. Puldwin begged to sssure them that he felt
deeply gratiued by the hoaor they hed dove him.
Ele could not look at the list of thoee who had
bosored him with the invitation on the present oc-
ouston, without feeling the pleucing assurauce
that he hed amoug those by whom he had that
evening the huppiaess of being surrounded, many
attached persoual fricads. (Cheersy)  But he as-
sured thew that he was Lot vain enough to attri-
bute the warm wauner in which his lhicalth had
beeu received to cousiderations merely personal o
hinwsclic On the cuntiary, uo ouc was more seu-
erbie that they hau at once a deeper aud a lolicr
object They were directed to the glorious cause
with which his name happeued to be identificd,
aud to which he feit it ro vauity to say thai he
hail had the happiness ot _perforuing sowe iantaful
servicer. (Gicai clheering.) Graufylug as was
such au honor auder auy eircuinstauces, he ielt it
particularly 8o, as comng fruin those who had
raade the lirst great popular dewmonstration m sup-
port of that gieat State Document, tiie Text-buok
of British Colouial Righty, Luru Durainm’s Re-
porT (cheers) ; and it was stili nore gratilying to
tue feelings, as couveyiug to hiun, as he uudersiood
it to do, uol only tireir confidence in his unshakea
attachment to their comimon priuciples, but their
approbation of the cowise whicu, as a public muu,
bie had (elt it his duty to pursue for the advauce-
meuvt-—aud, he could conildently adl, the uli.mate
wriumph of those great principles,  (Cheers.)

That wae noi a thme, nor :hut an assewbly, in
which these gyeat piinciples required either a
teacher to expouud or an advocate Lo defeud them.
They were deeply engraven ou the hearis of all
who heard him, and forined the basis of tucir poli-
tical fuith. It was well, however, on occasious
like the preseut, lo bear in wind, net so mueh ur
their owu sake as for that of others, that those
principles, as they regard our.civil and political
nghits, are none other than the priuciples of the
glorious covstituuou of our Pareut State, and as
ey aitect our religious joieresis, those ounly of
the cverlasting Gospel of Peace. (Checra) That
such privciples must 1 the nawure of things be ul-
siinately truuphant, required neither a prophet’s
Jnmpiration to toresee uor a prophet’s five o fore-
teli; and it had been 1he strong couviction of this,,
woupled with the couscionsuess that in his advo-
eacy of tliese great principles he had umformly
puraued a direct, uncowproiniging, but at the same
ume au esseulially moderate coulre, thathad ever
susiained ium aundst the trials and tunmoils of tie
poitticai siruggle. He had said that his course
nau beeu easeutially a moderate oue, aud e re~
prated 1t. e had fiequently challenged his op-
poledts o put their huger on a singie act of hig
politicad fife that deserved any other desiguatiou,
ant e woald repear that challenge atall uines aud
wacer an circusisnees. [t was true there weie
doine wno seelued 10 conceive moderation to ou-
01 an undesued somnetinug, waicn migut Le
veuativeiy dexcribed ae what was nod thoupu by
eftper of tue two great perties iuto wlien the couns
e vived, but of Licu it was ulwerly mapos-
Lot w uDTaw 5., peetnce efielios, evber wen
“ita profeasore or anv ony elee,  Ia fact, this kind

of moderation seemed to him to have no princisle
at all—(cheers)—aud certaiuly all claim tobe ¢ n-
sidered moderate in that senee of the word, he
must wholly disclaim. (Renewed cleers.) Bul
if a firm, uadeviating adlierence to the grest prin-
ciples of the coustitution—the agsertiou that these
principles, which had been won by the blood of
our aucestors, had not been so won for the mere
rocks, and fields, and mountains of the Parent
State, but for the pcople who inhabited themn, aud
that the rights that had beeu achieved at such sa-
crifices belonged by inheritance 10 us as unaliens
ably as to our fellow subjects in the Uiited Kioge
dom—t the fighting the great bate of thore
rights for his native country with those weapona
ouly which were furuished from the armory of the
coustitution—if such principles aud such a mode
of cowbating for themn enttled & man to the meel
of mioderation, then eraphatically he claimed svoh
for huuself.  (Great cheering.) He felt the »-
‘ore, while lovking upou the puet and pointing 0
the fuinre, a moral certainty of ultimate succesa.
But they must remember, that wiether they were
thiemselves to reap the fruits of their past strug-
gles, or leave the glory of the final acconiplishinent
of the triwnph to their children, must cepend up-
ou the.azelves. The present tiue was every way
propitious of success, whether we looked to the
prospects arising out of the progress of political
parties and political principles in the Parent State,
to the gradual dispersion of those clouds of preju-
dice by which our opponents have so frequeutly
coutrived to envelope us, or to the coudition to
which our oppoueuts theinselves have been re-
duced by the three years' possession of power
wiiicl they have eujoyed, (Cheérs.)

It was true that with the rise or full of political
parties in the Parent State, wc had neither counsti-
iutionally nor otherwise any direct political con-
cern ; neither would he be understood as by any
means identifying such parties with those whicl:
happen to have assuined corresponding designa-
tions in this country. The boundaries of pirty
combinations are necessarily fixed by causes pe-
culiar to the political condition of the country in
which they exist; and to atiribute to the Tories
of the United Kingdom, as a body, the princinles
which governed their Colonial naiesakes, wuuld
he felt be in the highest degree illiberal and unjust.
The latter had drawn their principles from theor'es
long exploded tliere, and which, in the present en-
lightened age, could find a resting place only under
the shadow of the old Colonial system-—a systein
under the benumbing influeuces of which we hu.iso.
long languished, but which he felt assurcd had
now happily passed away forever. (Cheers.) As
an examnple of the necessity of guarding 2gai.mg
attributing principles upon no better ground- thas
that of similarity in party designations, he wwiuld
refer to the opiuions expressed by Sir R. Pi21a,d
Lord Stanley in the debate in the Iiperial fiouge
of Commous on the disruption of the late Piov %
ciai Administration. He, for hia part, was Tey
to accept the views of those statesmen as} . -
derstood thein, apart of course {rora those 1
picheasions and miscoureptions into whieh o
some strange fatality, 1t appeared to be the st




¥t Puglish statesmen te fafl whea disoussims the
adairs o a colony. He suid that, fou hiz part, he
=-as ready to accept tne principles enuvciated by
those distingnished statesmen, as substantially
ilentical with his own. He sav no difference
hetween them and those put forth hr Lord John
Ruszell, tlie then leader of the oppositian, or those
contended for by himsclfaud his late colleacues on
the very occasion which gave rise to the debate 10
which he referred (cheers). Andsn deep was his
conviction that there was in truth no praetical
difference betwcen them, thsat he felt a moral cer-
winty thet, had any one of the really great states-
r1en to whom he referred been in the place of the
Iate Covernor fieneral on the occasion alluded to,
wo such difficulty an that which had thrown this
eountry into the turmoil and excitement of 1345—4
could ever have had exirtence. (Cheers.) Bat
viewing our interest in English politics 11 this
light, he yet could not help* lovking upon it ag a
eircumstance full of promise, that the Imperial
Councils should at the present time be presided
over by the statesman who, as Colonial Secreiary,
had given the Imperial imprimatur to the doctrines
of Lord Durham’s Report, and the Colonial De-
partment directed by one 80 nearly connected with
the great statesman to whom KEngland and her
Colonies were both 8o much indebted for that in-
valuable State document (cheers) ; more particu-
larly when we see the latter nobleman assisted by
the distinguished chief secretary of his deceased
relative, and by another gentleman whose political
eourse had been marked by aaherence to the same
grear general principles.  These surely were legi-
timate grounds for congratulation, and such as
might justly eatitle us to rejoice in the assurance
that, in auch hande, our rights would ever be held
eacred, as well from a love for the principles upon
which these rights are founded, as from a pious
regard to the sacred memory of the departed.

But while we might well feel encou-
raged by the circumstauces to which he had al-
faded as connected with the progress of events in
the Parent State, it must neverbe forgotten that it
was, after all, upon their own encrgies that they
rauat in the main depend. Tt was the state of
parties and the position ol affairs nearer home that
therefore more immediately called for their consi-
deration and attention. And when they laoked
around them for that purpose, they would find still
more reason to look forward 1o the future with sa-
tisfaction and confidence—and in saying this, he
did not re‘er to the dissensions in the camp of
their opponents, which, to any other than such a
party as theirs, might prove a formidable difficulty
n the way of the prerent Proviucial Adminiatra-
tion. It was to one of an entirely different cha-
racter and complexion—one whicl, as it is based
on the removal of misconception and the spread 0"
sound principles, ia a far better as it is a far firmer
wundation upon which to rest our anticipations for
the fature.

It was a remarkable fact, that looking back at
‘he history, of our past struggles it would be found
ihat every temporary defeat, which ns a party we
ad puflered, had after its immediate consequences
had passed, tended materially to spread wider and
wider the principles which we hold, and add sub-
stautial strength to us as a party devoted to the
€upport of thesn principles and the ruccessful con-
duct of the Government of the country upon them.
(Cheers.) And the same, if he did not greatly
mistake, would prove to be the result of the elen-
torul defent of 1814,  (Remowed Cheers.) To ge
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no farther back than the stmggle of 1886—thew
all reeollecied the loud and solewan denunciatione
which proceeded from the vice-regal throns
amainst them and their principles in that eventful
vear. By the higheatauthority in the eountry onr
principlas were declarrd te be republican—and
onr objects revolutionary-—and the name and otfice
of the Representative of Majesty prostituted te
the vile purpnses of political detraetion and party
trinmph.  (Cheere.) And yet three years had
rot elapsed before Lord Durham’s Report had
given the high sanction of one of the proudest of
the proud aristocracy of the Parent State to the
very dortrines which ha? bheen thus depounced.
(Cheers.)  Av, and hundrede, nav thousands who
had been led astray by the bold and confident as-
eertions which had been the preat staple upon
which our opponents had traded 1n 1836, saw the
error 1nto which they had been led; and became
the warm and consistent suppnrters of the cause
which they had a year or two before lent the aid
of all their energies to overthrow. (Cheers.)
He had aa1d the consistent supporters of that great
cause, because at the very time they were fight-
ing against us they were in fact in principle with
us. They really loved British principles and Bn.
tish praetice,and it was ot against such that they
wiehed to raise their voices. But they had beea
told from a quarter to which they looked with re-
epect, and from the station which he occupied
to which they were entitled to look with respect,
that sauch were our principles and auch our objeots

Many of themn had but recently arrived amongat na
fram the parent atate desiring ‘0 ohtain a home for
themselves and their childrea after them, surroun-
ded by all the blessings of British Institutiona,
consecrated by so many hallowed reollections of
their native cauntry. Aad thus their very devo-
tion to their principles was crafiily ma'le a meana
of deluding them into the support of the bitterest
opponents of these very principles. (Cheers.)
Was he notright then in calling their disentang-
ling themselves from the political conneetion
which they had fornied at the moment of mis-
concention and alarm as a consistiont courss F—
To him it appeared that it would be at once un-
Jjust and ungenerous to designate it by any other
epithet. (Cheers.) He need not draw the par-
allel between the contest of 1836, and ita resnlts
in the pointof view to which he had referred, and
that of 1n44; this similarity he felt convinerd waa
already too strongly stamped on the mind of all ta
require illustration. And he would ask was it pos-
sible but that time and observation had been
gradually and surely develaping similar rewults
from the denunciations and miscouceptions of 447
He felt assured that they were. (Cheera.) And
nat only g0, but though defeated as a party in the
electoral contest, the very principles for which
that contest had been braved, had to be taken op
and publicly acted upon by the very men whn had
stolen into power by the denunciation of it
(Cheers.) It was true we could not draw sar'e
the veil by which the internal working of the ma-
chinery of government was conducted. But from
the glimpge with which they had been favarad of
what had taken place under the preseut Adminis-
tration with respect to the Adjutant and Amsiuf.
ant Adjutant Generalship of Militia, he would
boldly ask whether any man could donbt that thn
coustitutional obligation of consultation with hix
Responsible Advisers waa felt in all ita atringeney
by the present Representative of the Sovereizn ?
(Chcers.) Certainly to the full, as pmeh o0 a=
was ever done by his predecessar.  And he wonld
add, felt in & mannsr ton, which he ( My, Tatdiring
ehould think was, to gay the veev Toast o i, not



quite a0 ngrecable to the feelings as could be de-
sired. (Cheers and great langhter.) And cer-
tainly not so consistent with the position which
it was a part of the duty of the Ministers, as far as
possible, to preserve for the Representdtive of
her Majesty as the course contended for Iy him and
his late colleagues was calculated to insure.
(Cheers.) He meant by the remarks that he had

just made to condemn at present neither the Head'

of the Governmeny, the Provincial Ministry, nor
any one connected with the transaction referred
to ; when the proper time came, he should not
shrink from dealing with it in a spirit of justice to
all parties concerned. DBut, well he knew that,
had a similat oocurrence taken place under a Re-
form Administration, they might have looked in
vain 10 be treated with similar candour and mo-
deration. (Cheers.) Well he knew that had such
occurred when he (Mr. Baldwin) and his late
colleagues were in office, the vocabulary of our
language would not have furnished our opponents
with language strong enough to give vent to their
bursting indignation. (Cheers and laughter.)
O, how eloquently they would have discoursed of
the Prerogative of the Crown and the domineer-
ing and dictatorial insolence of the Ministers.

(Renewed laughter.) But again, the defeat to
which he had alluded had been attended with
another advantage ; it had afforded us en opportu-
tunity of being again seen in the position of an op-
position, And though placed there under circum-

stances, and by means which might well excuse
no small degree of feeling on their part, their oppo-
nents themselves had found no ground wupon
which to assail them for the manner in which
they had conducted that opposition. (Cheers.)
He begged pardon, they had on one occasion vep-

tured to impute to them the adoption of En
unjustifiable course in our opposition to a mea-
sure on which they had staked their political ex-

istence. They had in 1845 attributed the oppo-
sition to the University Bill to motives of faction.

But a twelvemonth had scarce elapsed, when by
almost universal consent it was admitt~: that the

measure in question would have satisfied none of
the ditferent parties which were calling for fegl.-

lation upen the subject, and was rejected in the
very house which has been sustaining the present
ministry in power, by a majority of 20. And so
passed their charge of factious opposition on that
point. {Cheers.] Wahile in the conduct of the
business of the House, as well as in carrying some
of their measures through it, they had been forced
to acknowledge the assistance which they had re-
ceived from the opposition [cheers], often in
fact sustaining them, when we felt they were
tight, even against their own supporters, [Re-
newed cheers.] It cannot be but that the course
which they had thus pursued while 1n opposition,
had gone far to disabuse those who had been so
unjustly prejudiced against them ; and indeed he
had reason to know that it had wrung expressions
of approbation from some of the highest quarters
among the ranks of :hieiropponents [cheers.] That
such also had been the effect among a large circle
of those who,.like the mistaken of 1836, had been
misled into distrust of us in 1544, he had the best
reason to believe from what helearned of the state
of feeling in all parts of the Province. - [Cheers. ]
Indeed, to doubt it would be paying but a poor
compliment either to the judgment or the candour
of the parties to whom he referred. The distrust,
too, of that highly respectable and influential por-
tion of the community, the mercantile body, was,
he had reason to believe, rapidly disappearing.—
[Cheers.] They were too intelligent not to see
the groundlessness of their former doubts, and too
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houest not to give effect to their convictions by
uniting upon the basis of common sympathies and”
common principles. [Cheers.] Their former
jealousy may have been in part created by the too
common but most mistaken mode of speaking of
the agricultural and commercial interests of the
country as two antagonists, neither of which could
be promoted but at the expense of the other. But
he was sure he need not remind those who had
watched his [ Mr. Baldwin’s] political course with,
any care, that such had never been the langnage
held by:him on this important subject ; but that,
on thé contrary, though the last certainly to un-
dervalue the importance of the agricultural inte-
rests, he had ever held the true doctrine to be this
—that here, as wéll as elsewhere, all the great in-
terests of the country were mutually dependent
upon each other, and that it was not by the de-
pression of any that the others could be promoted,
[cheers]—-a truth which he was certain would be
heartily responded to by the intelligent farmers by
whom he was surrounded. [Cheers.] He said’
then, unhesitatingly, that from the gradual disper-
sion of the mists of prejudice, and the more tho-
rough and extensive acquaintance which had been
acquired of their principles themselves, as well as
their mode of promoting and maintaining them,
they since the last election were gaining and con- .
tinued daily to gain the most valuable accessions
of strength  [Cheers.]

But he had said that their cause had been further
strengthened by the very position to which the
possession of power had reduced their opponents,
—and he believed that all who heard him, nay, all
of every party and of every shade of politics in the
country, would be ready to admit that it was im-
possible for a ministry te have done more for their
political opponents than the present had done, if
proving themselves wholly inadequate to the high
and important positions which théy occupied
could have such effect. [Cheers.] The remarks
he had just made had no reference to the: personal
talents of the different members of the Governmen:
or any of them. He passed by all that had been
said or mighu be said on that score, and would add
that for the talents of the present Premier, the
learned Attorney General for Upper Canada, no
one entertaineda higher regpect than himself. But
talents alone, though important, were far from be-
iug the sole requisile of an Adininistration, either
upon the English principles of government, or
those of any other popularly constituted Govern-
ment in the world ; nay, he suspected that even in
Despatisms, something more was deemed desira-
ble, if not necessary, to make a useful minister.
But upon British principles, an Administration, to
be efficient for good, to be capable of performing the
high duties with which they are entrusted by the
Sovereign, must carry with them the confidence of
the country, or at least of a large mass of it.—
[Cheers.] That was the very basis of the whole
system. [Cheers.] What then, he would ask,
was the class of public opinions that the present
ministry represented ?  What was the portion of
the community of this great Province which pro-_
fessed to have, he would not say the necessary’
confidence in them, but any confidence at all 7
[Cheers.] If they looked to the public press, they
would findit almost unanimously condemning them
Indeed, it had not been long since the imputation
of being their supporter had been indignantly re-
pudiated by some of the long list of Tory denoui-
cers which had been ingeniously collected by one
of the Reform journals. [Cheers.] First, as to the
Reformers, he need not ask whether the ministry
possessed their confidence. [Great Laughter.}
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Then, could much more be said as respect-
ed the Tories themselves? Passing by
their mode of dealing with the Adjutant
Generalship and the late Solicitor Ge-
peral of Upper Canada, there were the
University ‘and Clergy Reserve questions.
Thiese, to go no farther, had sufficiently
shown what little pretensions the Ministry
had to represent Tory apinions upon these
greatquestions. But it wasperfectly prepos-
terous to talk of their doing so—the To-
ries themselves did not pretend it. True,
they al#ays rallied lo the rescue to keep
them in office, but it was for no love they
bear them, but as all knew, and indeed as
they themselves avow, froma fear of the
advent to power of the dreaded Reform-
ers. (Cheers and laughter.] Then as
to the moderates, or at least those whao
cliimed to be such par evcellence. They
all recollected that the University Bill, or
at least @ University Bill, yes, a liberal

. University Bill, was by them made the

great topic of promise during the last
siruggle. Sir Charles Metcalfe and liberal
measures, and above all, Sir Charles Met-
qalfe and a ‘liberal University Bill, was
Arummed in our ears from one engd of ihe
nrovinee to the other.  Well, the clap-trap
<ry had its effect, and the electoral victory
was achieved in a great measure by means
ofit.  And how have those who rallied to
the cry been treated?-—Sold! regularly
sold. [Cheers and laughier.] [t de-
served nu better name, and he felt con-
vinced that a large body of those who had
been captivated by i, were equally con-
Vvinced of the truth of what he said,
[Cheers.] Then, had the changes ihat
had taken place in the Adwministration
since the elections given those parties any
greater reason to be satisfied with the man-
nerthey had been treated in the general
administration of affairs ?  Had not every
new shuffle of the Ministerial cards tend-
ed direcily to a diminution of their in-
fldence and the increase of that of ultra
Toryism, which, bé it remembered, these
very gentlemen had been formerly, nay,

-during the very contest itself, as loud in

denouncing, ay, he really believed more
8o, than the Reformers themselves ?
[Cheers.] " Two Inspectors General are
selected {rom the ranlks of those maost ‘hos-
tile to the very measure that the moderates
had ever professed to have most at heart,
And when a new Solicitor Gen. is wanted,
notwithstanding there being within the
circle of Ministerial supporters profession-
al talent, which one would suppose might
easily have been commanded, and which

stood pledged to 1he very measute in’
question, the mantle of Ministerial prefer-
ence descended npun one as avowedly and
consistently opposed to it as was perhaps
to be found within the range of the pro-
fession. Buch were the sources of satisfac-
tion from which those who had supported
the present Ministry on the grounds of
what they called moderation were left 1o
draw their consolation.  [Cheers and
laughter.] They surely then could not
but ses how much morve they had in com-
mon with the opposition than with the
Ministry which they had lent their aid to
create, and which could not stand a day
but for their support. He thought he bad
said enough to dewmonstrate that the Min-
istry were, ut all events, not entitled 1o the
confidence of the Moderotes, and he be-
lieved they did not pussess it. In what
guarter then were they to look for those
who supported the present Ministry, as re-
presenting their opinions, or endeavoring
1o gave effect to their views T INo where !
[Cheers.] Such then was the position to
which this great Province was reduced,
that it hud a Dlinisiry possessing the real
confidence of bo one, abused in far less
measured terms by those who voted for
them than by the opposition itself, and
which, bat for the fear of that opposition,
Luuid acoreely comnand Ll dfoa dozen
votes beyond the wagie circle of office,
and none beyond that of direct Miuiste-
vial influence. TCheers.] Heasked, was
that a creditable state of things for any
party concerned in maintaining it?  Was
it not, on the contrary, one in which it was
obvious that the great interests of the
country must be sacrificed, and from
which, therefore, all must uliimately suf-
fer T [Cheers.] And at what lime is it
that this position of things comes upon
us, aad how have these Ministers dealt or
attempted to deal with the great questions
which have agitated the public mind, and
in which the public interests are so deeply
concerned ! lu consequence of a great
change in the policy of the parent state
the country has been placed in anentirely
new position as regards her Agricalioral,
Commercial, and Manufacturing intetests.
Have 1he present Ministry, either by the
strength which they command, the con-
fidence they inspire, or the manner n
which they bave met this great change,
shown themselves in any way equal to the
crisis ? - Have they in this, any more
than in any other, met the reasonable ex-
pectations of any portion of the coinmuuai-
ty in regard to it? Tt is true they sent a

R ——



. dowpateh ta Plughind, whirh serms ta bave
brean approved usither an the one side ol
tha Atlantie nor the otrer. And they have
bad some tinksring wih the Cuastons;
tut they bad ventured upon no broad da-
velnpement of views upon this important
suhject such as the couutry was entitled o
expect from thuse into whose bhands had
been  committed  her politcal destinies,
[Cheera] With respect 10 the great
change to which bhe had referred, it bad
come vponus by no actign of ourown, It
bad proceeded from a quarter over which
= had oo control.  Ali discussion, there-
fore, a8 to the expediency or inexpediency
of adopting it as respected us was preclu-
drd, as, at least, unnecessary. But having
been thus imposed upon us by the irresis-
table corrent of evenis and the progress of
Treperat Legisiation, it wasevident to hiw
it must be carried out toits legitimate con-
senquences. [Cheers.] We must not shut
our eyes to those consequences, but with a
manly seil-reliance look our condition
boldly in the face, and meet the exicen-
eies of the positton in which we are placed.
Above all we must not allow anv sickly at-
tempt to favor what might be supposed to
be the shipping or any other particular in-
terest to be successful at the expense of
the great body of the people of the coun-
trv. [Clieers.]  With respect to some of
tmuse interests, Great Britain had in the
st solemn manner expressed her readi-
ae8s 1o acquiesce in this course of action
on our part—conferring npon us the power
of Jegislating wupon the sohject to an
extent never before eonceded 1o any of
her Colonies.  And with respect to the
shippiag quaestion, he for his part doubted
wot that she would be found ready to deal
with it in a spirit of equal fairness.
[Cheers.] He did not oveilook the polit-
ical considerations to which Lord Joha
Russell had referred, with respectto this
important branch of the subject, and he
[Mr. B.] would be the last man in the
Province in the least degree to undervalue
them. [Cheers.] But he doubted much
wiether, when an eularged and accurate
view cams {0 be taken of the question in
all its bearings, it would be found that the
considerations alluded to really entered,
t0'any extent that could be appreciated,
mto the question. But what he should
feel bound to contend for was, that the
fzrmers -of the country were not, on the
one hand, to be deprived of the advan-
tage of differential duties in their favor in
the Markets of Great Britain; and on the
otker, be sa&dled with such duties, or what

f8
M ite nractical aperatinn en their interests
was equiraleat to such duties, for the mere
advancement of the separate interests of
uny other class of the community either
in the Parent State or the Colony itself,
[3reat Cheering.]  Before leaviog this
subject. however, he inust strougly de-
precale any idls attempt 10 delude the peo-
ple of this country 1nto a belief that sny
action of theirs could procure a retrograde
movement on the parc of the Imperial
Government, or stop the lorward prugress
of the mighty movement that had com-
menced The word had gone (arth, in dif-
ferent parts of Europe 1t had already et
with an echo, which, though as yet feeblw,
sufficiently indicated the certainty of its
onward course, I.et no one then per-
suade us 10 waste our time or exhaust our
energies, in any attempt of the kind to
which he referred ; but let us learn to de-
pendtupan ourselves. Lot us shake off the
imbecility of childhood and stand erect
like men, and he felt assured that Canada
would ba found fully equal to the emer-
gency. [Cheers.]—But he had sirayed
from the point to which he bad been di-
recting their attention,—the manner in
which the ministry had met, or rather the
manner in which they had 2ot met the
great questions now before the public. He
must trespass a few moments to recur again
to the University and Clergy Reserve
questions.  Surely these were questions
of Provincial importance, if any questions
deserved to be so styled. Nay, with regard
to the former, the minister himself, when
bringing forward the bill in 18453, had
warned his friends and threatened his op-
ponents with the most solemn announce-
ments of the deep importance of the ques-
tion, and the danger, if left undisposed of,
that it might kindle a flame which <hould
burne from one end of the Province to the
other, with the most inextinguishable fury
and the most devastating effects on the
peace and tranquillity of the Province at
large. [Cheerincg.] And yet, after hav-
ing got over the first session—displacing
one of his colleagues because he could not
suppurt ity and at the same time retaining
the services of another public servant, high,
or who onght to have been high in the con-
fidence of the Administration, though he
stood in a position very similar—supplying
the place of the displaced member of his
Cabinet with a gentleman avuwedly oppo-
sed to the principles of his own measure,—
he then comes down to the second ses-
sion with this great measure, upon the
success of whichi so inuch depended, as an
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AP qnvsu‘nn! thcers, a‘nd eries of
w Zpame) Thame!”] ‘
Then ns ta the Clergy Rezerve guestion,
ha would ask, had the public o epinion
on that gqnestion ? did the peo )'70 of the
province deem it a matter of little or na
moment  whether these reserves were
vestad in the ecclusiastical corporation or

not? Jeries of they did ! they did! ]—he
m?. Bnld\vin] well knew that they dd,

and that no one ncquainted with the state
o:ﬂLi‘)nT)Wm(yhlinn i _Upper Canada Bt
was well nware that a large, an immense
mnrity of the people of the conniry were
aupased ta any such investment [-heers,
and cries of thry ate | they arel ], and
yet, thix oo, was Jeft an_open quesuou by
W ministey claiming to possess the copfis
dence of_the country.  Upon this vitally
Lnpartant question, the adiinistration pre-
sonted a beaatiful equilibrivm ol opinion,
{Cheers and langhier] There was Mr.
Anty. Gen. Draper on the one side, and
that there might be no j=alousv as respeci-
ed officin rank, Me. Auy. Gen. Smith
on the other {laughter], Mr. Sol. Gen.
Sherwoud, since replaced by Mr. 3ol Gen,
Caicron, on the one side, and Br. Sol.
(ien. Taschereau on the other, Mr. In-
gpector Gen, Cavley an the one side, and
Mr. sec. Daly on the other | [fanghter],
and lastly, Mr. Commissioner Rolinsoa
on the one side, und Mr. Commissioner
“apineau on the other. Mr. Viper having,
ne presumed, retired that the Ministerial
Phalanx in the Commons might not be
aistushbed by an odd number to inteifere
witl, the exactness of i3 equilibration.
B These two great

Hencwed laoghter.]
anestions had been thus made what were
c.led open questions, that i, questions
neon which the ministry, as a ministry,
Wive no opinion- Now he could well un
derstand how, us guestions were growing
upon public attention and before the public
wind had become fixed upon them, it
might happen—unay, would necessarily
inppen—thata government could not be
formed without having such questions in
the position alluded 10, The Slave Trade,
Catholic Emancipation, and other great
qu- stions, bad for a long time accupied
thi t posilion in the:parent state. But such
was not the position of the two great pro-
vincial questions to which he bad alluded.
U, un them nublic opinion had long been
fi.ed, and jt was trifling with their most
¢ vred obligations 1o the public,whose ser-
va s they were, in any ministry to treat
"o in the manner that the present ad-
winisteation hed done. [Great chieer ing.]

e had thod direeted their att-ntine 1a
the history of the past, while dwelling upon
the events of the present, and ponting 1o
the prospects of the future, nnd, had be
trusted, convineosd them that those pros-
pects were, thus far, as fair, as guder anv
circamstances conld have been expected,
But befere roncluding, he must remind
them that their prospects may all be blast.
ed if they, the peaple, ramained teactive,
or over confident, or il they suffered those
miserahle divisious as to the choice of can-
didates which had cost them five constitu-
encies at the last election, and would lead
to their certain defeat i¥ suffered to prevail
at the ensuing one,  Union s olrengif,
was a truth of which i oppon-
ents always showed themselve . fully sen-
sible, and never failed to ac’ uwpon—n
particalar in which dieir conduct nus
worthy of the most curetul imitation.—
[Cheers.] Tt mattered not to them who
the candidate of their party was, sl ralhied
in his support, and 1he constquence fre-
guently was, that they carried conctitu-
encies 1n which the Reformers had an ua-
doubred majority of the voters.  If they,
the Reformers, were desirgus of sustuining
their reputation—if they were desirous of
proving that they were deserving of the
vame of a great party, their divisions
must be putun end 1o, [Cheers.]  lie,
for bis part, was willing 10 do his duty,
and sustain the batile so long as there re-
mained a reasonable prospect of doing sa
with advantage to the public interest, and
credit to lhemselves——[cheers] But 1his
could noc be done by a disunited, disjoint-
ed body, in which the great interesis of
the whole were sacrificed to local or indi-
vidoal jealousies, and if such were per-
mitted to sprend their baneful infuences,
his friends had no right to expect him 10
continue the political contest.  Now was
the time to avoid these difficuliizs by eaily
fixing on the candidates to be run foriha
different counties and ridings. Tt was
true there was no particutar reason to lock
for an immediate dissolution, but affai+s
were exactly in that position, and the mia<
istry held office hy exactly that precaricus
tenure, that while an clection might not
take place till the expiration of the terrn for
which the present parliament was elected,
on the other hand it might be on them be
fore they were aware of it; and at all events
it was their duty to themselves, and to 1he
great principles which they had so long un
sn suceessfully advocated, 10 be prepared
for the contest, [Repeated cheers. ] f}is
advice then was to them, aud to all ths
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Referm constituencies in the province, to
address themselves earnestly to the impor-
tant duty of fixing upon the eandidutes.
In. doing sov, they should remember
that there were two points always to be
considered, two objects always to be ob-
tained—the first was to carry the consiitu-
encv with the principle by insuring the
success of the candidate of lhe‘barly, who-
ever that candidate may be-and the second,
the sending, if posstble, a man who can be
thoroughly relied on as a staunch supporjer
of our principles. [Loud cheers.] The
former it is in the power of every constitu-
ency in which the reformers have the ma-
Jority to accomplish, it they will be but
united —Asto the latter, no man can dive
into anothdr’s breast and be ao sure of
what, lies there, as lo be certain that he
mnay uot be deceived iu him, It may be,
theretore, that in some cases the gentleman
who may "be the Reform candidate, may
vot in the: estimation of all our friends be
the fittest man, either as respects talents,
‘tried principles, or firmnress of purpose.
Novertheless, it is equally the duty of all
" friends to the cause, to sustain Liim to the
utmost of their ability, and with all their
influence. [Loud cheering.] 1f by their
coldness in acting, the vpposite candidate
succeeded, they must remember that they
are as much responsible to'the great body
of the party, and have practically done
as much injury to tlie cause, as if they
had actually voled for the other side.—
{Cheers.] 1f the candidate of the party
be returned, the constituency. can at all
events and under all circumstances be
claimed as going for the principle, even
though it should prove that they had been
nistaken in their man, and that bhe turn
raitor to the cause. But if by lukewarm-
ness, or division, the election is lost, the
sarliamentary vote is lost equally as in

the former case; and the other party have

the right to claim for all practical purposes,
the copst.tuency itself as going with them
in principle in any general estimation as
. in the sentiments of the country at large.
He would repeat therefore, that it was a
Juty which every man owed to the princi-
ples which he professed, to the great body
of his political friends throughout the pro-
vince who were engaged .in the same
struggle, and to that country whose best
interests he believed would be promoted
hiy the. triumph of those priaciples, to sa-
grifice every private and personal conside-
ration on the altar of the public good, and
1o unite heart and hand in support of the
;‘candldate of the party. [Cheers.] And
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he would say further—for it was not a
time nor an occasion fo deal otherwise an’
with'the most perfect candour——that those
who were backward in recoguizing and
actif upon this necessary principle were'
ot entitled to be considered true friends
to the cause of which they were desirous
of being considered supportérs, [Cheers. ]
He had said that this was not a time for
trifling.  Their friends.of Liower Canada,
whao had stood so nobly by them in the

hour of their political adversity, expected,

and had a right to expect, that at least
they should exhibit unanimity amongst
themselves 3 and he would assure them
that if the next elections were lost through
want of union, the consequences would be
both humiliating and disastrous. They all
remenibered the boast of what had been
called the old Compact Party, that they
alone were capable of conducting the po-
vernment of the country,  They, the Re-
formers, had fought the good fight of the
constitution, and had the proud boast of
having established their great principle so
far, that even their opponents in power

have to profess to conduct the government .
to admit -

in dccordance with it, and
that it can now be conducted an no other.
[Clheers.] 'Think, then, what would be
the shame which would mantle every face,
if, after having achieved this great victory,
they, the Reformers of Canada, should, by

their internal dissensions, prove themselves .

incapable of giving effect to, their own
principles, by taking upon them the ad.
ministration of the government, if circums
stances should arise under which they
should be called to do so. And yetevery
man who withholds any part of his energies
in the coming contest, however specious
the pretence under which he may shelter,
or however skilful the fallacy by which he
may deceive himself, will, by so doing, be
aiding in this work of self-degradation—bas
maintaining his opponents in power and
place, and verifying their proud boast,
that they, and none but they, are capable
of administering the government of his
country. He put it to them, then, as a
body—to each of them jodividually—to
every manin the country to whom the great
principles which they were met that night
10 sustain were dear—whether they would
lend themselves to the verification of this
proud boast of their opponents ? [Cries of
No!{No!t No!t!] Then let them re-
memper that there was but one way of
avoiéing it, and that was by sacrificii
everéé other consideration to the one yreat
principle that ** Unton 18 STRENGTH.”
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